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Constitution STATE OF THE PANDEMIC

Hope in numbers: Daily cases stable for
two weeks, tests show fewer positives

New cases range around 60,000; R-value at all-time low

Bench must
hear Bhushan
case: ex-SC
judge Joseph

‘If justice is
notdone
heavens will
certainly fall’

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

ADAY before the Supreme Court
hears arguments on the quantum
of punishment to be awarded to
advocate Prashant Bhushan for
contempt of court, former SC
judge Justice Kurian Joseph on
Wednesday said the matter
should be heard by a Constitution
Bench and called for an “intra-
court” appeal in the case.

“Under Article 145(3) of the
Constitution of India, there shall
be a quorum of minimum five
Judges for deciding any case in-
volving substantial questions of
law as to the interpretation of the
Constitution. In both the suo
motu contempt cases, in view of
the substantial questions of law
on the interpretation of the
Constitution of India and having
serious repercussions on the fun-
damental rights, the matters re-
quire to be heard by a
Constitution Bench,” he said in a
statement.

“A three-Judge bench of the
Supreme Court of India has de-
cided to hear a few serious ques-
tions on the scope and extent of
contempt of court. Certainly,
there are more graver issues, in-
volving substantial questions of
law as to the interpretation of the
Constitution of India. For exam-
ple, whether a person convicted
by the Supreme Court of Indiain
a suo motu case should get an
opportunity for an intra-court
appeal since in all other situa-
tions of conviction in criminal
matters, the convicted person is
entitled to have a second oppor-
tunity by way of an appeal,” said
Justice Joseph.

“Under Section 19 of the
Contempt of Courts Act, 1971,an
intra-court appeal is provided
where the order is passed by the
single Judge of the High Court,
and, in case it is by the Division
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NEAR FLAT GROWTH INNEW
CASES IN LAST TWO WEEKS
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AMITABH SINHA
PUNE, AUGUST 19

SIX MONTHS after the outbreak
of the novel coronavirus epi-
demic — and over 27 lakh cases
and 52,000 deaths later — sev-
eral indicators have begun to
suggest that an improvement in
the situation might just be round
the corner in India. Consider:

For the first time since May,
the overall positivity rate in the
country has begun to decline.
Which means, for the same
number of tests, fewer people
are now being found infected
with the virus.

The positivity rate touched
a high of 9 per cent on August
9, and has been declining
steadily since. As of Tuesday
(August 18), positivity had

fallen to 8.72 per cent.
Simultaneously — and not
unrelatedly — there is a relative
stagnation in the numbers of
new positive cases being de-
tected every day. This number
has been locked in the mid-
60,000s for almost two weeks —
much longer than it has re-
mained in any other range of
quite some time now.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

MUSEUM M AROONED

Manuscripts being spread out to dry on the floor of Albert Hall Museum in Jaipur Wednesday. As the city saw heavy rain last

Friday, water seeped into the basement of the museum, damaging artefacts and files. Rohit Jain Paras
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Sushant case: SC okays CBI probe,
for ‘credible, complete justice’

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

REJECTING THE Maharashtra
government’s objections, the
Supreme Court on Wednesday
accorded approval to the ongo-
ing probe by the CBI into the
death of actor Sushant Singh
Rajput, saying that a “fair, com-
petent and impartial investiga-

27% Central school kids
have no phone, laptop
to access classes: Study

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

ABOUT 27 per cent of students
don’t have smartphones and lap-
tops to access online classes
amid the Covid school shut-
down. Butamong those who do,
most find online learning either
“joyful” or “satisfactory”, al-
though mathematics and sci-
ence are the toughest to learn, a
government survey of students
has found.

The survey, conducted by the
National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT),
covers 18,188 students studying

in CBSE-affiliated schools,
Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs) and
Navodaya Vidyalayas (NVs).
According to the findings
shared by the Education Ministry
Wednesday, as part of its
‘Students Learning Enhancement
Guidelines’,about 33 per cent felt
online learning was either “diffi-
cult” or “burdensome”.
Significantly, among those
who are able to access online
classes, the survey found that al-
most 84 per cent rely on smart-
phones to access online classes.
Laptops, a distant second, are
used by about 17 per cent while
TV and radio were the least used
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Court
invoked
powers
under
Art 142

tion is the need of the hour”.
Earlier this month, the Bihar

government had recommended

a CBI probe into the case lodged

Centre pulls up Gujarat
over ‘inordinate delay’
in river pollution works

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

HIGHLIGHTING THE “inordinate
delay” in completion of projects
to control pollution in two rivers
in Gujarat, the Union Jal Shakti
Ministry has pulled up the Vijay
Rupani government.

While the project on the
Sabarmati river is “yet to be com-
pleted” six years after funds
were sanctioned in 2014, there
has been “practically no progress
on the ground till date” in the
Tapi project nearly 16 months af-
ter Central funds were released,
Union Jal Shakti Minister

by Rajput's father, K K Singh,
against actor Rhea Chakraborty
and her family members.

A single-judge Bench of
Justice Hrishikesh Roy said that
“if any other case is registered on

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Hotels to
reopen in
Delhi, no nod

for gyms yet

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

HOTELSIN the Capital can finally
reopen, with the Delhi govern-
ment and Lt-Governor Anil
Baijal's office resolving their dif-
ferences on the issue during a
meeting of the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority (DDMA)
on Wednesday.

A decision was also taken to
delink banquet halls from hos-
pitals and allow weekly markets
“on a trial basis”, officials from
the L-G house said. The Chief
Minister’s Office said gyms will
remain shut as of now.

“The corona situation in Delhi
is much better. The economy of
Delhi has to be brought on track.
For this, we had proposed open-
ing all hotels in Delhi, which was
rejected by the Central govern-
ment. We again requested the
Central government, and we are
happy that the proposal has been
approved. Now, all hotels in Delhi
will open. At the same time,
weekly markets will be allowed
to open on a trial basis. In the
meantime, everyone must exer-
cise precautions and follow so-
cial distancing,” Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

TRACKING INDIA'S COVID CURVE

CASES:
i 21,671,213

DAYS SINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

TESTS: 3,17,42,782 | DOUBLING RATE: 28.92**

RECOVERED: 20,37,870
DEATHS: 52,889

AT

ieF.'., F 3
KEYSTATES TOTAL SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* | TIME**
mMaharashtra | 6,15,477 11,119 | 2.01% | 35.90
mTamil Nadu 3,49,654 5,709 | 1.80% | 40.05
mAndhra 3,06,261 9,652 | 327% | 22.04
mKarnataka 2,40,948 7665 | 3.56% | 20.22
mUttar Pradesh | 1,62,434 4218 | 3.03% | 23.73

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

**Calculated over 7-day growth

1.91

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress

in averting deaths

CASE FATALITY RATIO POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILY 0UT
7 DAYS EARLIER: 7 DAYS EARLIER: DETECTED TODAY
1.98 8.95 64,531
NOW: NOW: RECOVERED TODAY:

8.72

Positives against
number tested
(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Data as on August 18, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbersinclude
data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

60,091

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

$2.7bn by 2023, big
players enter race
for e-pharma pie

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

FROM AMAZON to Reliance, major
players have entered the race to
scale up, consolidate and corner a
share of the online pharmacy mar-
ket, which is expected to swell
seven-fold to $2.7 billion by 2023.

Injust the last one week, with
Covid numbers yet to flatten
across the world, the market saw
two significant merger and ac-
quisition deals — Reliance Retail
picking up majority stake in
Chennai-based e-pharmacy
Netmeds, and PharmEasy mov-
ing to merge with smaller rival
Medlife. And the launch of e-
commerce giant Amazon’s on-
line drug delivery services.

At the same time, the Centre
announced the National Digital
Health Mission (NDHM), which
envisages a digital health ecosys-
tem on the lines of the Unified

EXPLAINED

Long-termplan

THE ONLINE pharmacy
segment in India falls
right into the playbook
of corporates and tech
giants planning a long-
term digital retail strat-
egy. The sector is follow-
ing in the footsteps of
online commerce, which
built a strong presence
on the back of deep dis-
counts but called for
huge investments.

Payments Interface in the online
payment space.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

SC HAS BACKED OUR
DECISION, BIHAR CM
PAGE 8

Work on Sabarmati stuck
for six yrs: minister
Shekhawat to CM Rupani

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
pointed out in a letter to the CM
dated August 4.
The projects were sanctioned
for the Sabarmati and Tapi as
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

(Goa’s most famous banyan up again, with push
from across the world — ‘she was not just a tree’

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

SMITANAIR
ARAMBOL (GOA), AUGUST 19

THE LAST push came when op-
erator Nandan Tiwari from Bihar
decided it was time. The Bull
Backhoe loader, a machine he
usually uses at mining sites or
when he is told to pull down
trees, went full thrust. And
pushed a 200-year-old banyan

tree, ravaged and uprooted by
the rain a fortnight ago, till it was
up again.

The tree, believed to have
been dead, was brought back to
life through “community will” -
one that saw a fundraiser bring
in goodwill and money all the
way from Russia, Britain and
“from all over the world”, had lo-
cals and biodiversity groups
pitching in with logistics and
planning, and a tree expert fly-
ing down from Hyderabad.

Several attempts later, with
many ropes splintering, Goans

At 3 pm Wednesday, the tree stood up again. Smita Nair

pulling a prayer and foreigners
whistling, the main hulk of the
tree was pulled from the ground
and made to stand again, at 3 pm
Wednesday.

Throughout the exercise, a sil-
ver snake, whose home is the
banyan, stayed inside the trunk,
emerging atintervals as machine
excavators operated on the tree.

The wide canopy, the venue
for the season’s “ecstatic danc-
ing” according to Russian dance
conductor Anna Marsy, is the
“most famous place in Arambol”.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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AFTER 470 CASES AT PRISON, KERALA STARTS TESTING ALL INMATES, STAFF

With the risk of contamination in jails especially among elderly prisoners in mind, the state government has
ordered de-congestion measures such as releasing those above the age of 65 on self-bond parole.

EXPLAINED

WORLD PHOTOGRAPHY
DAY

Our photographers
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year

WHAT IS VACCINE
NATIONALISM?

How does it impact
the fight against
Covid-19?

EXPRESS

Decoding MP’s push
to reserve jobs for
local residents

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today’s episode we’re looking at the
Madhya Pradesh government's plan to
reserve jobs for locals in government jobs
and the legal issues that come with it
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Bhushan case

Bench, appeallies to the Supreme
Court of India. This safeguard is
provided probably to avoid even
the remotest possibility of miscar-
riage of justice. Should there not
be such a safeguard in the other
Constitutional Court, the
Supreme Court also, when there
isaconvictioninasuo motu crim-
inal contempt case,” he said.

“Fiat justitia ruat caelum (let
justice be done though the heav-
ens fall) is the fundamental basis
of administration of justice by
courts. But, if justice is notdone or
if there is miscarriage of justice,
heavens will certainly fall. The
Supreme Court of India should
not let it happen,” he said.

“The present contempt cases
are not cases involving just one or
twoindividuals; but largerissues
pertaining to the concept and ju-
risprudence of the country re-
garding justice itself. Important
cases like these need to be heard
elaborately in a physical hearing
where only there is scope for a
broader discussion and wider
participation. Men may come and
men may go, but the Supreme
Court of India should remain for-
ever as the court of supreme jus-
tice,” he said.

Referring to the contempt
proceedings against Justice CS
Karnan (then a sitting high court
judge), Justice Joseph said “it was
the collective wisdom of the full
court of the Supreme Court that
the matter should be heard at
least by a bench consisting of the
seven senior-most Judges”.

On August 14, the Supreme
Court held Bhushan guilty of
criminal contempt for two tweets.

Meanwhile, Senior Advocate
IndiraJaising asked if the decision
of the three-judge bench was
shared by all judges of the
Supreme Court. Speaking at an
event organised by Indian
American groups expressing sol-
idarity with Bhushan, Jaising
called forareview of the ruling by
afull court of the Supreme Court.

Bhushanalso tweeted a state-
ment by Opposition leaders in-
cluding Digvijaya Singh, Shashi
Tharoor and Farooq Abdullah, in
which they said that the court’s
decision had caused “a chilling ef-
fecton free speech and expression
of dissent”. “Itis sad that the hon-
ourable court has not found it nec-
essary to distinguish between
constructive criticism and mali-
cious statement,” it said.

Sushant case

the death of the actor... and the
surrounding circumstances of his
unnatural death”, the CBI will in-
vestigate that too.

The court was hearing a plea
filed by Chakraborty, seeking
transfer of investigation in the
case from Patna to Mumbai.

The court invoked its powers
under Article 142 of the
Constitution to approve the CBI
probe “to ensure public confi-
dence in the investigation and to
do complete justice”.

“Sushant Singh Rajput was a

talented actor...and died well be-
fore his full potential could be re-
alised. His family, friends and ad-
mirers are keenly awaiting the
outcome of the investigation so
that all the speculation floating
around can be put to rest.
Therefore a fair, competent and
impartial investigationis the need
of the hour,” the court said.

“The expected outcome then
would be ameasure of justice for
the complainant, who lost his
only son. For the petitioner too, it
will be the desired justice as she
herself called for a CBI investiga-
tion. The dissemination of the real
facts through unbiased investiga-
tion would certainly result in jus-
tice for the innocents, who might
be the target of a vilification cam-
paign. Equally importantly, when
integrity and credibility of the in-
vestigation is discernible, the
trust, faith and confidence of the
common man in the judicial
process will resonate. When truth
meets sunshine, justice will not
prevail on the living alone but af-
ter life’s fitful fever, now the de-
parted will also sleep well.
Satyameva jayate,” Justice Roy said
inhis order.

The court said “the peculiar
circumstances in this case require
that complete justice is done”. It
noted that “because both states
are making allegations of political
interference against each other,
thelegitimacy of the investigation
has come undera cloud”.

“... people have taken the lib-
erty to put out their own conjec-
tures and theories. Such com-
ments... have led to speculative
public discourse which has
hogged media limelight. These
developments unfortunately
have the propensity to delay and
misdirect the investigation. In
such a situation, there is reason-
able apprehension of truth being
acasualty and justice becoming a
victim,” the court said.

“While the steps taken by the
Mumbai Police in the limited in-
quiry... may not be faulted on the
material available... this court
must strive to ensure that search
for the truth is undertaken by an
independent agency, not con-
trolled by either of the two state
governments. Most importantly,
the credibility of the investigation
and investigating authority must
be protected,” it said.

The courtsaid while policeisa
state subjectin the federal system
and a crime would normally be
probed by the police of the state
where a case is registered, there
“can be situations where a partic-
ular crime, by virtue of its nature
and ramification, is legally capa-
ble of being investigated by police
from different states or even by
other agencies”.

In such a circumstance, the
probe can be handed to the CBI,
“either with consent of the state
oron orders of the constitutional
court”, it said, adding that “inves-
tigation... by multiple authorities
transgressing into the other's do-
main is avoidable”.

The court, however, pointed
out that transfer of investigation
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Asthe epidemic spreads, the
numbers of new cases detected
every day keep increasing - the
doubling time, or number of
days taken for case numbers to
double, is a key indicator of the
virulence of the infection. Daily
new detectionsremained inthe
50,000s for just eight days be-
fore crossing into the 60,000s.
Before that, the disease was
spreading even faster - daily
new case numbers remained in
the 30,000s and 40,000s for just
about a week each. The dou-
bling time in India overall is
about to touch 30 days now.

In fact, over the last two
weeks, daily new detections
have fallen below 60,000 on a
few days, even though this has
been mostly after the weekends,
when testing numbers usually
fall significantly.

Interestingly, the number of
new daily detections in the
United States and Brazil - the
two countries with more con-
firmed infections than India -
have also peaked around the
same level. On four days in July,
the US detected more than
70,000 cases, but the numbers
started to decline thereafter -
and is currently in the 40,000-

On Tuesday, Reliance
Industries announced that its
arm, Reliance Retail Ventures
Ltd, has acquired a majority eq-
uity stake in Vitalic Health Pvt
Ltd, the parent company of
Netmeds, and its subsidiaries for
a cash consideration of around
Rs 620 crore. This investment
represents 60 per cent holding
in equity capital of Vitalic and
100 per cent direct equity own-
ership of its subsidiaries, Tresara
Health Private Ltd, Netmeds
Market Place Ltd and Dadha
Pharma Distribution Pvt Ltd.

Further, documents filed
with  the  Competition
Commission of India (CCI) show
that online pharmacies,
PharmEasy and Medlife, have
requested a merger.

Last week, Amazon said it
was starting Amazon Pharmacy
inBengalurutoletits customers
order prescription-based med-
ication in addition to over-the-
counter medicine, basic health
devices and Ayurveda medica-
tion from certified sellers.

While the NDHM may prove
to be a shot in the arm for the

50,000range. In Brazil, daily de-
tections peaked at 69,000.

Overall, the US and Brazil
have seen about 54 lakh and 34
lakhinfections, with 1.7 lakhand
1.1 lakh deaths respectively.

In India, a few other indica-
tors too, correlate well with the
broad trends of declining posi-
tivity rates and plateauing daily
case numbers.

The daily growth rate of
cases has been declining steadily
and, at2.49 per cent, isatanall-
time low. So too, the reproduc-
tion number, or R, which de-
scribes the number of people
who are infected by an already
infected person on average.

The R-value for the country
as a whole in the period be-
tween August 11 and August 15
has been 1.06, meaning every
group of 100infected people are
transmitting the virus, on aver-
age, to another 106 people. This
number, which is a measure of
how quickly the disease is
spreading in the population, has
not been this low since the be-
ginning of the outbreak in
March.

When the R-value drops be-
low 1, it usually signals the be-
ginning of the end of an epi-

broader online healthcare mar-
ket, onceit's fully rolled out, ex-
perts are of the view that inher-
ent challenges faced by physical
pharmacies have givena chance
for online counterparts to flour-
ish. However, to challenge the
pharmacies, which account for
nearly 85 per cent of India’s total
pharmaceutical sales, the online
versions will need to scale up,
and this is where consolidation
comes into play.

“Insmalltown India, the net-
work of chemists is still very
primitive. Further, the full range
of products thatis needed today
isavailable withavery few phar-
macies. These include over-the-
counter drugs, localised pre-
scription medicines,
nutraceuticals, health supple-
ments, alternative medicine
products, basic medical devices,
etc. Digital pharmacies try to
solve these problems from a
customer’s point of view. All of
these things mean the existing
pharmacy networkis poised for
disruption,” said Arvind Singhal,
chairman, Technopak, a man-
agement consultancy.

Hope in numbers: Daily cases stable

demic. However, the situationis
evolving,and these numbersare
asof now only estimates, which
are open to change.

The decline in the positivity
rate has come about despite a
significantincrease in the num-
berof tests that are being carried
out every day. When the num-
ber of new cases first crossed the
60,000 markin the firstweek of
August,around 6.5 lakh samples
were being tested every day.
Now, about 8.5 lakh samples are
being tested daily. Usually, more
tests result in more detections;
the fact that daily detection
numbers have remained more
or less flat in the mid-60,000
range suggests that the spread
of the disease could be slowing.

This would certainly be
true if the tests were being
conducted randomly.
Importantly, however, that is
not what is happening.

Most states are still relying
on targeted testing, meaning
only those who are showing
symptoms of the disease, or
those who are close contacts of
an already infected person, are
being tested. A move to more
random testing could trigger a
decline in the positivity rate —

Big players enter race for epharma pie

“Like every other e-com-
merce business, you need a sig-
nificantamount of investment
tobuild the delivery infrastruc-
ture. This is where consolida-
tion is being forced by the in-
vestors,” he said. According to
areport by EY, e-pharma pres-
ents a total addressable market
size of around $9.3 billion as of
2019 and is estimated to grow
at a compounded annual
growth rate of 18.1 per cent to
reach $18.1 billion by 2023,
when the actual market size
will reach $2.7 billion.

The growth, it said, will be
driven by anincrease in the tar-
getable acute medicine market
asaresult of more efficient last-
mile delivery through collabo-
ration with local pharmacies
and partnership with hyperlocal
delivery companies resultingin
ashorter delivery time.

Further, even as a delay in
notification of draft e-pharmacy
rules and rigorous opposition
from offline chemists have kept
a check on investments in the
sector, existing companies have
flourished amid the lack of a

because targeted testing, by its
very nature, returns a higher
positivity.

But there could be another,
more significant, prism through
which to look at this decline.

The recent serological sur-
veyin Pune, one of the worst af-
fected cities, found that more
than 51 per cent of surveyed
people had antibodies for the
disease - suggesting that half of
the population could already
have been infected.

Such a high level of disease
prevalence might not be pres-
ent uniformly across the coun-
try, but a series of similar sero-
logical surveys indicate that it
has been much more wide-
spread in the community than
the numbers of confirmed in-
fections suggest.

When the spread of the dis-
ease reaches such levels, there
are far fewer numbers of people
who can potentially getinfected.
In random testing, therefore, a
large number of people who
have already been infected but
who have never been tested
would also get picked up - and
these would turn out to be neg-
ative, thus bringing down the
positivity rate.

strict regulatory environment.

According to the EY report,
Indian regulations for the e-
pharmacy segment were the
least strict, when compared to
the US, Europe and China.

Further, unlike the US,
where the top three pharma-
ceutical distributors have a 90
per cent share in the market,
India’s is a fragmented market
with over 8 lakh pharmacies -
this gives online pharmacies an
opportunity to capture their
space without opposing large
traditional retailers.

Currently, companiesin the
Indian e-pharmacy space
mainly operate three business
models -- marketplace, inven-
tory-led hybrid (offline/online)
and franchise-led hybrid (of-
fline/online) -- depending on
the way the supply chain is
structured. In addition to com-
panies like Netmeds, Medlife
and PharmEasy, other players
in the segment include online
healthcare startups such as
1mg, Practo, Myra as well as
traditional chemists such as
Apollo Pharmacy.

tothe CBI “cannot be aroutine oc-
currence but should be in excep-
tional circumstances”, one of
which could be “to retain public
confidence in the impartial work-
ing of the state agencies”.

“In the instant case, political
interference against both states is
alleged... The legal process must
therefore be focused upon reve-
lation of the correct facts through
credible and legally acceptable in-
vestigation. It must be deter-
mined whether the unnatural
death was the result of some
criminal acts,” it said.

Maharashtra had objected to
the Patna police registeringan FIR
and handing over the case to the
CBI, sayingit was already probing
the actor’s death on June 14.

The court said the Mumbai
Police were only carrying out an
inquiry under Section 174 CrPC,
which “is limited for a definite
purpose... tofind out the apparent
cause of unnatural death... but is
notaninvestigation of acrime un-
der Section 157 of the CrPC.”

“Therefore, it is pre-emptive
and premature to hold thata par-
allelinvestigationis being carried
out by the Mumbai Police,” it said.

Upholding the FIR filed by the
police in Patna, the court said
“registration of FIR is mandated

when information on cognizable
offence is received by the police”.
At this stage of the investigation,
“it cannot be said that the con-
cerned police station does not
have territorial jurisdiction”.

“The allegation (in the com-
plaint)relating to criminal breach
of trust and misappropriation of
money which were tobe eventu-
ally accounted forin Patna (where
Rajput’s father resides), could
prima facie indicate the lawful ju-
risdiction of the Patna police,” said
the court.

It added that the Mumbai
Police’s “obstruction to the Bihar
team... could have been avoided
since it gave rise to suspicion on
the bona fide of their inquiry”.

Survey

for online learning.

As per the survey,about 28 per
centofatotal of 35,000 students,
teachers, principals and parents
cited intermittent and lack of
power as a major hindrance.

The survey also mapped sub-
jects in which children are facing
problems at home. "Mathematics
contains a number of concepts,
whichrequire interaction, contin-
uous support, monitoring from
the teacher, and these aspects
were lacking in the online mode

of teaching," the survey states.

"Next to mathematics, science
was identified as the subject of
concern since it contains several
concepts and practical experi-
ments, which could only be done
inthe laboratory under the super-
vision of the teacher,” it states.

The survey was undertaken
by the NCERT to "address the is-
sues related to gaps and/or loss of
learning among students, during
and after the lockdown".

In order to support students
with no digital device or limited
access to one, the guidelines sug-
gest capacity building of teachers.

Since textbooks would be the
only resource for children with no
digital devices, the guidelines sug-
gest that states and Union
Territories ensure that they have
the full setavailable athome. They
also suggest that supplementary
learning material, such as work-
books, worksheets, projects,
quizzes and puzzles, be delivered
to students at home.

"In case, the school teachers
and heads are staying in the same
area where many students who
donothave any contact device are
alsoliving, the school can create a
Shiksha Team with the help of
community members. This Team
can include teachers from differ-

entschoolsand volunteers for ar-
ranging safe classes in the com-
munity at open spaces,” the
guidelines state.

If this is not possible, the
Ministry suggests teachers form
groups of students who stay in
nearby locations and are of same
or different grades and empower
them to help each other and do
peer learning and tutoring,

ProvidingaTV setat the com-
munity centre in a village is an-
other suggestion for students to
watch educational programmes.

River pollution

part of the National River
Conservation Plan, under which
the Central government provides
funds for checking pollution in
rivers outside the Ganga basin.

The pollution abatement proj-
ect on the Sabarmati river is in
phase 2, and was sanctioned Rs
444 crore in 2014. Pointing this
out, Shekhawat wrote, “My
Ministry had to extend the com-
pletion date of the project... from
September 2018 to March 2020,
and now again to March 2021...
Suchaninordinate delay in com-
pletion and commissioning of the
projectis depriving the state of its
intended benefits.”

Sources in the ministry said

New Delhi

that for the Tapi river, the Centre
had sanctioned Rs 971.25 crore,
releasing the first Rs 13 crore in
March 2019. Under the project --
to be funded by the Centre and
stateina60: 40 ratio-- 37 sewage
treatment plants with a total ca-
pacity of 250 million litres per day
are to be built.

The first instalment was
meant to be transferred to the
Surat Municipal Corporation,
sources said. According to
Shekhawat's letter, “l am given to
understand that only part of the
Central funds amounting to Rs 8
crore were transferred by the state
government to Surat Municipal
Corporation in November 2019,
after a delay of nearly eight
months... In addition, there has
been practically no progress on
ground till date.”

The minister pointed out that
even tenders for a majority of
these works had not been issued
as land had not been made avail-
able for the STPs.

This is not the first time the
ministry has criticised the Gujarat
government over the progress of
works. Earlier, the Jal Jeevan
Mission had questioned the
state’s planning of tap water con-
nections for the current financial
year, saying this showed its “apa-
thy towards weaker sections”. At
a meeting on June 8 with senior
state officials, the Mission author-
ities had asked Gujarat to review
its proposal to cover only 5.84% of
the 10.62 lakh SC/ST households
in the state without tap water
connections in the current year.

(Goabanyan

On August 4, when she
reached the spot, she saw the
trunk was down, its roots up-
rooted, and the might of the
canopy spread out “helpless”.

“We were always dancing
here, and every time ended with
agratitude ceremony for the tree.
Across the Internet, it's called The
Source. Last season, it reached its
highest point...\We decided touse
the same spirit to revive heras she
isnotjustatree. People who have
found happiness under her, from
across the world, felt connected
to her. Everyone reached out,
from Berlin to London. Someone
told us they had saved a banyan
tree in Chennai. Word for help
went out,” Marsy said.

As word spread via Facebook
and Instagram, Sebastiana
Fernandes, in whose land the tree
stood, remained inconsolable. “I
thought the banyan will not get
up,” she said.

“I'would sell tender coconuts
totourists underit.In the evening,
they would dance. The music was
plugged tomy house, soat 10 pm,
I would ask them to go home.
charged a fee but made sure they
respected the tree,” she said.

As word got around, Marc
Francis of Living Heritage, an out-
fit which undertakes conserva-
tion of bio-diversity,and Sanobar
Durrani, an environmentalist,
reached out to Uday Krishna, a
tree expert from Vaata
Foundation based in Hyderabad.
Soon the tree became a “global
SOS” and many like British na-
tional Clive Phillips and Finland’s
Santeri Saahko offered help.

Alittle over Rs 2 lakh was col-
lected with donations.

“When everyone came to-
gether, hope rose,” Phillips said.

Saahko, who volunteers as a
dog feeder across north Goa, said
he even called his previous em-
ployer in Finland, into metal con-
struction, for expertise.

“Cranes were easiest but with
narrow stretches, impossible to
get. We started a Google sheetand
fundraising began,” he said of the
two-week campaign.

Krishna and his men began
work soon after they arrived on
August 16. “The old tree had died
but new roots had taken shape
with several trees now merged.
We studied the fall, and figured
it'sbesttodigadeeper pitand get
herbackintoit,and make her put
an effort to grow roots again, in-
stead of just placing her back with

supportonall sides,” he said.

At the site, the fallen “bulk of
tree and her roots weighed more
than 100 tons”. “We tried all per-
mutations and finally clipped 40
tons of canopy to lift her. This is
usually done by cranes but since
we were underpowered, we had
to use four machines to lift her,”
Group Seon LLP's Sumesh Gawas,
who planned the Wednesday ac-
tion of three excavators and the
Bull Backhoe loader, said.

“Usually we are at civil con-
struction sites, the complete op-
posite of nature. It’s the first time
these machines have worked to-
gether to give life, and that too to
abanyan tree,” he said.

Krishna will be flying back on
Thursday to Hyderabad after tak-
inga“class for the locals” on how
to “nurse the tree for the next few
weeks as she s still in shock”.

Later this week, Francis said, a
board will be put up saying “the
tree had abad accident and is now
recovering. Please respect her
space and co-operate”.

Thelocal Dheeriyo bull finally
rested, and the seven stray dogs
were back beneath the banyan.
Everything was normal again.

Delhi hotels

On July 31, Baijal had over-
turned a Delhi government deci-
sion to reopen hotels, within 24
hours of the announcement, say-
ing the threat from the coron-
avirus was far from over. On
August 6, the state government
had sent a fresh proposal.

There are around 55 five-star
hotels, 120 four-star facilities,
around 1,800 three-star hotels
and over 1,500 budget hotels in
the Capital. Government esti-
mates show hotels contribute to
8%of Delhi’s GDP, the service sec-
tor accounts for 60% of all jobs,
while weekly bazaars provide
employment to 5 lakh families.

Chief Secretary Vijay Kumar
Dev was directed to prepare an
SOPto ensure social distancing at
the weekly markets, held in the
city’s densely populated neigh-
bourhoods. “We should strictly
adheretoall the guidelinesrelated
to Covid-19, both at the individ-
ualand community level,” an -G
house official said.

While welcoming the Delhi
government'sannouncement re-
garding reopening of hotels last
month, the hospitality industry
had pointed out that they were up
against challenges such as staff
crunch and lapsed licences.

As the decision was finally
cleared Wednesday, the manage-
ment of several top hotel chains
said they are adopting stringent
standards against Covid-19.

“Every team member has un-
dergone mandatory hygiene,
safety, sanitisation and social dis-
tancing training from training
managers and domain experts.
We are following all the standard
protocols defined by the authori-
ties,” Area General Manager, The
Park, Rohit Arora said.

Vice-President (Development
and Asset Management)
InterGlobe Hotels Shwetank
Singh pointed out that hotels in
other parts of the country had re-
opened already. “Now hoteliers
inDelhi can work out their strate-
gies and work towards revival.
With significant reductionin ac-
tive cases in Delhi and removal of
night curfew, we strongly believe
hotels can look at improved oc-
cupancies and better footfalls
over the next two quarters,”
Singh said.

Reopening of gyms, though,
was deferred once againasthe L-
G expressed concerns over
spread of the virus in closed
spaces. The Centre had earlier is-
sued guidelines for reopening of
gyms, and these are functioning
in Delhi's neighbouring satellite
towns such as Gurgaon,
Faridabad and Noida.

Banquet halls had been linked
to hospitals in June following a
sharprise in Covid cases, to meet
the demand for beds. However,
now, of the 14,112 available beds
in Delhi, over 10,500 are vacant.
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VICTIM ALLEGES HARASSMENT BY ACCUSED, PLAINCLOTHES PERSONNEL

Give protection toriot victim: HC to police

The petitioner and her family are also citizens of India, says court while directing police to provide additional security

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

HEARING A petition filed by a
Northeast Delhi riot victim, who
has alleged threats by riot accused
as well as assault by police per-
sonnel and men in plainclothes
inside a police station, the Delhi
High Court told Delhi Police that
“they (the petitioner and her fam-
ily) are also citizens of India” and
asked them to provide additional
security.

The observations were made
by Justice Yogesh Khanna while
hearing a petition filed by a 45-
year-old woman. As per court
records, the woman had filed a
complaint against some persons
who pelted stones and fired gun-
shots at her during the riots. She
said she was later intimidated by
the same persons, who also at-
tacked her son, grandson and
husband, to withdraw the com-

plaint.

The petitioner asked the court
to direct Delhi Police
Commissioner and  DCP
(Northeast) toinitiate disciplinary
action against SHO Bhajanpura,
and provide adequate protection
to her and her family.

The court asked police to file
astatus report in the matter, and
directed the DCP to assess the
threat perception and provide ad-
ditional security to the petitioner,
if required.

The petitioner, though her
lawyer Mehmood Pracha, had ap-
proached the HC earlier seeking
directions for registration of FIR
and provision of police protection
for her family. The HC had dis-
posed of the petition on July 17,
with directions to provide her
with security and assess threat
perception.

Pracha submitted to the court
that after the order, on the inter-
vening night of August 5-6, “a

The victim, a45-year-old woman, had filed a complaint
against a few persons who had allegedly pelted stones and
fired shots at her and her family during the riots. Archive

crowd of rowdy individuals, sev-
eral of whom had also partici-
pated in the riots, came to the
neighbourhood of the petitioners
and started raising loud commu-

nalslogans, shouting out filthy ex-
pletives... they threatened the
residents and asked them to leave
the neighbourhood.”

On August 8, when the peti-

tioner and some women met the
SHO, he allegedly dissuaded
them from filing the complaints.
“After some resilience on part of
the petitioners, they were as-
saulted by plainclothes persons
and police personnel inside the
police station,” alleged Pracha.

Additional Standing Counsel
Rajesh Mahajan told the court
that the DCP has assessed the sit-
uation and concluded that CCTV
cameras and beat staff are suffi-
cient at this point in time. He
submitted that the beat consta-
ble visits the site at least thrice a
day and CCTVs have been in-
stalled.

Mahajan told the court: “They
(petitioner and some other
women in the neighbourhood)
came to the police station and
threatened police officers that if
they do notlodge their complaint,
they will file a false complaint
against them... this was a very
sensitive area where riots took

placeinthe recent past,adequate
protection has already been pro-
vided. They intend to misuse that
and have filed counter com-
plaints against police, saying po-
lice are harassing them. They do
not want protection, let them get
private security... We are giving
them protection and... facing
theirire.”

Justice Khanna said, “If this is
the situation which they are com-
plaining in their complaint dated
August 10, 2020, then provide
them security. They are also citi-
zens of India, why do you not pro-
vide them with security if they
are (being) harassed?” Mahajan
said, “This system is being com-
pletely misused..."

Justice Khanna said, “If you
provide them proper protection,
then why should they complain
against SHOs and DCPs? For the
time being, raise some security. ..
sothey feel secure.lam directing
the DCP to look into this aspect.”

North MCD postpones
proposal for new taxes
as AAP opposes bid

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

THE PROPOSAL by the BJP-ruled
North MCD to bring four new
taxes - professional tax, house tax,
property transfer tax and electric-
ity tax - was postponed amid op-
position from AAP leaders who
satonadharnain the corporation
office.

Mayor Jai Prakash said that a
decision on new taxes, brought
about because of a financial cri-
sis, will be taken after a debate.

Senior AAP leader Durgesh
Pathak said, “Before the 2017
MCD election, BJP promised not
to hike taxes in Delhi. But they
have betrayed the people.”

Leader of the Opposition in
North MCD Vikas Goel said that
putting the extraburden on peo-
ple is unfair. "They should rather
begin by plugging leaks inits own
system before levying new taxes.
There are lakhs of households

that do not pay taxes. So first the
MCD should collect from them."

Prakash said, "On the one
hand they (state government)do
not give us funds that are due to
us in crores. And on the other,
they do not allow us to increase
our internal revenue. Why did
they increase taxes on liquor,
wasn't that for more revenue?”

The South MCD had earlier
brought professional taxes, and
increased commercial property
tax and transfer duty.

The North MCD has 3,35,000
taxpayersamong 1 million prop-
erty owners,according todatare-
leased by the three MCDs before
the last civic body elections in
2017. The North corporation em-
ploys around 50,000 people
whose salary is mostly delayed
due to shortage of funds, forcing
the civic body to bring about the
proposal.

Pathak pointed out that last
month, South MCD increased
three taxes.
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Petronet LNG Limited
New Delhi

invites applications for the post of

Managing Director & CEO

For detailed advertisement & submission of online
application, please visit Careers section of our
website: www.petroneting.com
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20" Aug. 2020, 09:00hrs.
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9" Sept. 2020, 23:59 hrs
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notified in above website only.

Inviting Applications for Ph.D. Admissions

Discipline *No.of  piscipline :
Vacancies Vacancies
Mathematics 01 Information Technology 01
Physics 03 Architecture 02
Chemistry 02 Food Technology 03
Civil Engineering 01 Management Studies 14
Mechanical Engineering 08 Vedic Sciences 02
Electronics & Communication Engg. 03 Design 03
Computer Science & Engineering 02 Bioengineering Sciences 07

Important
Dates :

Online Application Starts

20" August, 2020

Last date of Application

5" Sept., 2020

*The Vacancies are subject to change. The University reserves the right to fill all or part
vacancies depending upon the eligibility and performance at the PET & online interview.

Ph.D. Entrance Test (PET) & Online Interview

12" Sept., 2020
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REACHING OUT TO THE PEOPLE

WHO NEED THE MOST

PAYING TRIBUTE TO BHARAT RATNA

Late Shri Rajiv Gandhi

ON THE OCCASION OF HIS BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

Smt. Sonia Gandhi

Honhle Member of Parliamant

Shri Rahul Gandhi

Hon'bla Membar of Pariament

Gracing the Occasion through Video Conferencing

LM HOUSE, 20 AUGUST, 12:30 PM

v Second instaliment of 1500 cr through DBT into the
accounts of farmers

+ 19 lakh paddy, maize and sugarcang farmers of
Chhattizgarh o be benefited

v [otal ot 5750 crio be fransterred
v  Firstinstaliment of 1500 ¢r transterrad on 215t May, 2020

INCENTIVE REMUNERATION
FOR TENDUPATTA COLLECTORS

v Disbursement of 233 crio 11,456,626 Tenudpatiz collectors

v Remuneration for Tendupatta collection increasad from
Rs 2500 to Rs 4000 per standard bag

» The number of minor forest produce purchased & support price
increased from 7 to 31

Shri Bhupesh Baghel

Harkle Chief Minister, Chhattisgarh

\
o

Elifar |
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GODHAN NYAY YOJANA

v Paymentof4.5¢rin second installment

v Puichase of cow dung from 4341 Gauthans, state has 1,01.919
reisterad cattle rearers and 76,426 benelicianies

v 3lakh quintals dung purchased from 20%July fo 15% August

v Chhattisgarh only stateinthe country monglizing dung

v Sale ofVermicompost at Rs 8/%q to tha farmears

v Generating employment opportunities, boosting raral econarmy

New Delhi
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THE CITY

LARGE PARTS OF CITY SEE PROLONGED WATERLOGGING, 62-YR-OLD ELECTROCUTED

After heavy rain, G

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, AUGUST 19

CLOSE TO 120 mm of rainfall in
Gurgaon on Wednesday morn-
ing saw many stretches inun-
dated and underpasses sub-
merged. Rainwater also seeped
into homes in several areas, with
a62-year-old man being electro-
cuted when he tried to turn off
the inverter after water got into
his house.

According to police, the vic-
tim, Ashok Bakshi (62), was ares-
ident of Sector 28. “Investigation
showed that the ground floor of
his house was wet because of the
rain. He went to turn off the in-
verter and was electrocuted,” said
inspector Manoj Kumar, SHO, DLF
police station, adding that the
family has not filed a complaint.

Among the worst affected
stretches was the DLF Phase 1
underpass on Golf Course Road,
which was submerged, with fire
tenders deployed to pump out
the water. Satyawan Samriwal,
assistant divisional fire officer,
said, “Five fire tenders have been
deployed to pump out the wa-
ter.. Acarisalso submerged. The
driver abandoned the vehicle
once he realised he wouldn't be
able to getitout.”

A spokesperson from DLF,
which handles the underpass,
attributed the waterlogging to
an obstruction in the drainage
system: “The underpasses on
Raghavendra Marg have been in
use for the last 3-4 years, we
have never experienced water-
logging of this magnitude be-
fore. The intensity of rainfall re-
ceived this morning was 6-7
times higher than the designed
capacity of Gurgaon’s master
drainage system.”

Several others underpasses
had to be closed, including at

—— BRIEFLY —

At Bhairon Marg,
Wednesday.
Prem Nath Pandey

Waterlogging
across capital

New Delhi: Incessant rain-
fall on Wednesday re-
sulted in waterlogging
across South Delhi’s main
arterial roads, such as
under the Moti Bagh fly-
over, Palam flyover,
Badarpur flyover, Sarita
Vihar flyover, and at Pul
Prahladpur underpass.

CMtointeract

with traders

New Delhi: Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
will interact with traders
in the city through a dig-
ital session on August 23.
The purpose of the dis-
cussion is to understand
the challenges faced by
the traders in light of the
Covid-19 pandemic and
to plan measures on
strengthening Delhi’s
economy, CMO said. ENS

‘We fought Delhi, Punjab

D

THE EXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH

SANJAY SINGH
AAP RAJYA SABHA MP

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

AAP’S RAJYA Sabha MP Sanjay
Singh, who has spent the past
few weeks trying to make in-
roads into Uttar Pradesh for his
party, on facing FIRs in the state
and why his focus appears to be
on caste instead of ‘kaam’.

What was the extensive tour of
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Fired coach takes
revenge by ‘stealing
players’ phones’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

FIVE MONTHS after mobile
phones of the entire team of the
Delhi United Football Club were
stolen from their dressing room
atthe Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium
during the Delhi Football League
2020, police have arrested a for-
mer coach of the team for the
theft. DCP (South) Atul Kumar
Thakur said that the former
coach, Shekhar Pathak, allegedly
committed the theft to “take re-
venge for his removal as a coach
at the stadiumin 2013”.

The incident took place on
March 13, when the team had a
match as a part of the Delhi
Football League 2020. “The Delhi
United Football Club was allotted
a dressing room with cabins
where they had kept their
phones, bags and purses. After
the match, they returned to find
the dressing room ransacked.
Apart from 12 phones, Rs 10,000
cash was also gone. A case was
registered at the Lodhi Colony
police station,” said the DCP.

Police scanned CCTV footage
at the stadium, and questioned
several employees. The stolen
phones too were put on technical
surveillance. “Recently, one of the

UP all about?

[ visited various districts.
First, | met families of the eight
policemen killed during the raid
on Vikas Dubey; families of all
those murdered, including jour-
nalist Vikram Joshi, trader
Brijesh Pal, the Lakhimpuri Kheri
minor, the Jaunpur Dalit rape
victim'’s family, the Nishad fam-
ily in Kanpur, Sudeeksha Bhati’s
family in Bulandshahr, among
others.Itried to gauge the mood
of the people and found discon-
tent and anger, especially over
crime and the Covid situation.
CM Yogi (Adityanath) is sitting
onavolcano, waiting for it to ex-
plode.

You're suggesting thata
government thatrose to
power flattening traditional
caste equations, with an

Man held for
phone theft,
extortion

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

Shekhar Pathak

phones was switched on and its
location was immediately
tracked. The person using the
phone said that Pathak had sold
it to him,” said Thakur. Pathak’s
house was raided and nine of the
12 stolen phones were recovered.

Police said Pathak had worked
asarestaurant manager at hotels
such as The Oberoi and The
Ashoka. DCP Thakur said Pathak
wasadistrict-level football player.
“In 2011, he was hired by the sta-
dium, where he worked till2013,
after which he was removed over
complaints from another coach
about his punctuality and sincer-
ity,” said Thakur.

After he was let go, Pathak
started his own academy in Preet
Vihar but soon shut it down. He
then opened a mobile repair
shop. “But he wanted to take re-
venge even after all these years,”
said police.

overwhelming majority, has
turned so unpopular within
three years?

Whoever raised questions in
the past faced oppression. The
government of UP hates being
questioned. They have lodged
nine FIRs against me.lam not the
first victim. A journalist at
Mirzapur reporting on mid-day
meals also faced an FIR. A jour-
nalist reporting on the sand
mafia in Unnao was killed. And
the latest victim was Vikram
Joshi. UP mein aaj opposition
naam ki koi cheez bachinahi hai...
Only SP and BSP can comment
onwhy they are not questioning
the government; what canIsay?
People in UP believe the govern-
ment belongs to one commu-
nity. Is this Ram Rajya?

But are the FIRs not helping

AFTER HER friend’s phone was
stolen from Noida in July,a Delhi-
based woman was inundated
with calls from an unknown per-
son who threatened to upload
her “morphed” photos on social
media if she didn’t transfer Rs 2
lakh to a Paytm account.

On Monday, a team of 38 po-
lice officers from Northwest
Delhi’s Adarsh Nagar and
Jahangirpuri police stations ar-
rested Junaid (22) from a village
in Rajasthan’s Bharatpur district
for the extortion. “Not only did
the accused steal a phone, he also
used the data to attempt extor-
tion. While going through the
phone, he came across the
woman'’s photos in the gallery,
found her number in the contact
list, and threatened to morph
those photos and post them on
social media,” said DCP
(Northwest) Vijayanta Arya.

Police received a complaint
from the woman on August 4.
The DCPsaid the information was
sought from Paytm and analysed,
and the stolen phone was put on
technical surveillance. “The loca-
tion came as village Kawan ka
baas in Bharatpur, Rajasthan. A
team was dispatched and with
the help of Bharatpur police, he
was arrested,” said Arya.

" AN

An aerial view of the city’s
upscale Golf Course Road,
which saw massive
waterlogging; (left) an
underpass on the road was
submerged, with fire
tenders deployed to pump
out the water. Praveen Khanna

INUNDATED

Rainfall

118 mm

Distress calls received
300

Cops deployed
3,000t04,000

Vehicles towed

Around 100

urgaon in the deep end

Sikanderpur, at IFFCO Chowk
and at Rajiv Chowk. Six fire ten-
ders, two at each underpass,
were deployed to pump out the
water, with officials saying all
three structures would be
cleared by Wednesday night.

“Flooding was observed at
service road of Narsinghpur, IF-
FCO Chowk underpass, Medanta
underpass and Hero Honda
chowk... [IFFCO Chowk under-
pass is already functional and
Medanta underpass is likely to
reopen by midnight, as cleaning
of mud is required,” said Ashok
Sharma, project director at
National Highways Authority of
India, which manages the un-
derpasses.

“The problem occurs due to
uncontrolled rainwater hitting
NH8 at these locations. Until a
permanent arrangement is
made by local agencies to con-
trol this, it will continue,” he said.

Officials from the Municipal
Corporation of Gurugram (MCG)
stated that “low-lying areas” were
most affected and that waterlog-
ging was not due to a lack of pre-
paredness. “The drains have been
cleaned; we also deployed
around 40 pumps across the city
to manage waterlogging.
However, we received almost 130
mm of rain — a lot for Gurgaon.
The water from the city goes into
the Badshahpur and Najafgarh
drains, which are at full capacity.
So, drainage of excess water be-
came a problem,” said Raman
Sharma, MCG chief engineer.

“The situation was exacer-
bated by the fact that rainfall oc-
curred during office hours,” said
DCP (Traffic) Chander Mohan,
adding thataround “3,000-4,000
police personnel” were deployed
to manage the situation.

MCG Commissioner Vinay
Pratap Singh said work was on
to rectify the situation.

City’s cases at 1,300
a day, focus on
testing: HC to govt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

THE DELHI High Court Monday
expressed concern over the fact
that Covid cases are still hover-
ing around the 1,300 mark,
“which shows that there must be
a concentrated focus on ramp-
ing up lab testing in Delhi”.

A bench of Justices Hima
Kohli and Subramonium Prasad
were hearing two petitions on
Covid testing in Delhi. The court
also inquired from the Delhi gov-
ernment whether adequate
arrangements have been made
atthe borders and at other places
where industries/ construction
sites exist for large-scale testing
to detect cases and segregating
them without causing inconven-
ience. The court directed the gov-
ernment to file a status report.

“Itisamatter of great concern
that though the number of Covid
cases were expected to climb
down gradually or at least remain
stable below 1,000 per day in the
month of August, the daily cases
that had touched 707 on August
10,652 on August 16 and 787 on
August 17 have shot up to 1,374
on August 18. In other words, it
cannot be said that the number
of cases have slowly and steadily

- -

with help of don

AAP’s Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh

you gain the limelight?

He s trying to turn me into a
history sheeter. Tomorrow, NSA
might be levelled against me, or
something worse may happen
to me. I am not worried. [ have
raised my concerns with the
Vice-President of India, who is

the chairman of Rajya Sabha of
which [ am a member. [ have
taken oath in the name of the
Constitution and that bars gov-
ernments from working for one
particular caste or community.

You're saying you feel unsafe

Wednesday saw 1,398 new
cases and 9 deaths. Amit Mehra

reduced in Delhi. The numbers
are still floating around 1,300-
odd cases per day, which shows
that there must be a concen-
trated focus on ramping up of lab
testing. Satyakam, learned ASC,
has assured this court that the
Delhi government is doing every-
thing in its power to ensure test-
ing is ramped up to curb further
spread of the infection,” the court
said in its order. The Additional
Standing Counsel told the court
that results of the second sero-
survey undertaken in Delhi will
be placed on record well before
the next date of hearing.

The capital recorded 1,398
new cases and nine deaths on
Wednesday. The total case count
is now at 1,56,139 while the
death toll touched 4,235.

Part of school wall
collapses on cars,
owners complain

ARANYA SHANKAR
& ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

SEVEN CARS in Saket’s ] Block
were damaged when a portion
of the Apeejay School wall fell
on them, ostensibly due to
heavy rain, early Wednesday
morning.

Alleging negligence by
school authorities and de-
manding compensation for
their losses, the car owners
filed a police complaint. DCP
(South) Atul Kumar Thakur
said, “The wall collapsed, al-
legedly due to rain. An FIR un-
der IPC section 427 (mischief
causing damage) has been filed
after a complaint was received
by owners whose vehicles were
damaged. The matter is being
investigated.”

The school management de-
nied the allegations. “We have
constructed the walls as per gov-
ernment directive for Delhi
schools. After the 9/11 attack in
the US, the government thought
itis better to raise the boundary
of schools with barbed wires so
miscreants and terrorists don't
enter. We're investigating but
there is no issue as such,” said a
school official, adding that the
incident was caused as it “has
been raining for the past three
days”.

The seven cars damaged
were a MG Hector, Toyota Etios,
Honda City, Maruti Swift Dzire,
Toyota Innova Crysta, Renault
Kwid and Hyundai Santro. They
were parked close to the wall,
with adrain separating them.On
the other side of the wall is a bas-
ketball court and a tennis court.

The windshields and bonnets
were crushed, and tyres punc-
tured due to the weight of the
concrete.

The owners, who found out
about the incident between
6.30-7.30 am, claimed the wall
was of a poor quality.

Ashok Chawla (65), a busi-

nessman, was particularly un-
lucky as two of his three cars -
Innova Crysta and Santro - were
damaged. “They are almost com-
pletely crushed; I don't think
there is any possibility of repair.
While I had insurance for Crysta
which I bought last year, there
was no insurance for the other
car,” he said.

The newest car belonged to
Prashant Agnihotri (50) who
works in an advertising com-
pany. His Kwid, bought just six
months ago, was smashed.
However, he has insurance: "We
will fight for compensation from
the school. They have been con-
structing on top without any
support elements. The wall, grill
and even the barbed wire col-
lapsed.”

Kunal Bhandari (44) bought
his MG Hector last year for Rs 19
lakh. “The school authorities are
responsible for this. Today the
wall collapsed towards the cars;
if it had collapsed towards the
basketball court when students
were present, there could have
been humanlosses,” he claimed.

K P Satyanandan (60), whose
Etios was damaged, also said the
school was "fully" responsible
and that they demanded com-
pensation.

Sandeep Kumar (36), a me-
chanical engineer who owns the
Swift Dzire, claimed, "Initially,
the wall height was 6 feet. In the
last two years or so, the construc-
tion was such that it has become
a 12-feet-high wall with barbed
wires...”

Manoj Goyal (42), a secretary
ataprivate company, said his car
was damaged entirely: "The
height and the load of the wall
suggests something was wrong
with the foundation."

But the Residents' Welfare
Association president Rajan
Malik said owners are at fault as
well. “Thave told residents many
times not to park near the wall,
but they refuse to listen. With
heavy rain, walls can collapse;
the school can’t be blamed.”

At Saket ] Block, Wednesday. Seven cars were damaged in

the wall collapse. Tashi Tobgyal

Frontline workers focus
of Humanitarian Day talk

New Delhi: To honour frontline
workers, NGO Caritas India held
a webinar titled ‘Local frontline
workers are local heroes’ to mark
World Humanitarian Day,
Wednesday.

The discussion revolved
around addressing challenges
frontline workers have faced
amid the pandemic.

“We applaud the 98,000 vol-

unteers who have dedicated
themselves towards service of
the poor during the lockdown,”
said Father Paul Moonjely, exec-
utive director, Caritas India.

The discussion also steered
towards future crises, the need
for policy-level change to tackle
risks posed by the climate crisis,
and the need for community
participation. ENS

ations, will also fight UP”’

inUP?

Yes, 100 per cent... My only
fault is that I am seeking justice
for all 24 crore people, be it
Brahmins, Mauryas, Rajbhars,
Nishads, Pals, Gujjars, Jaats,
Yadavs, Khatiks, Kurmis, Lodhs,
everyone. I face FIRs. But why are
leaders like Sakshi Maharaj,
Giriraj Singh, Pragya Thakur not
acted against?

What is the basis of your

allegation that the UP
government works only for
the Thakur community?

[ have figures to prove that.
How many thanedars, DMs, SPs
and senior officials come from
other communities? This, despite
22002 order on the need to main-
tain balance in recruitment. The
Brahmins and other communi-
ties have clearly been targeted.

New Delhi

In Delhi, AAP talks about
politics of work, while in UP
the emphasis is on caste?

But where am I not talking
about politics of work? I am
merely saying that the govern-
ment should work for every
community. | am saying you
want to work for the Thakurs,
please do, but keep the interest
of all 24 crore people of the state
inmind as well.

The AAP chief hasn’t touched
on thisissue.

Does PM Modi comment on
the activities of all BJP units? In
our case, Jarnail Singh has been
made in-charge of Punjab, so he
will speak on Punjab. [ am in
charge of UP, so I will speak on
UP. If something really major
happens, then the CM will also

speak.
N

Can a party like AAP really
compete with the BJPinsucha
large state?

We won Delhi fighting polls
with the support of donations.
We brought 22 seats in Punjab
through donation-led cam-
paigns. We will also fight UP.
Right now, the focus is on the
‘oxi mitras’ campaign through
which we are reaching out to
people of UP.

Congress is also making a
push in Uttar Pradesh, with
Priyanka Gandhi leading the
way.

See, we are not facing any
threat from any party. We are fo-
cusing on organisation building
and questioning the govern-
ment. People will decide base hai
ya nahi hai (whether or not our
party has a base).
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DEPARTMENT OF TRAINING & TECHNICAL EDUCATION

Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi «%
Muni Maya Ram Marg, Pitam Pura, Delhi-110034
Website- www.tte.delhigovt.nic.in

Extended Last date of online registration : 13.09.2020

On-line applications are invited from 8th pass/10th pass interested
candidates for admission in various certificate level Engineering &
Non- Engineering trades/courses of one year/two years duration,
running under NCVT/SCVT in the Delhi Government, Industrial
Training Institutes for the academic session 2020.

= APPLY ONLINE :- Candidates have to apply ONLINE through
www.itidelhiadmissions.nic.in

= Fee of Rs. 200/- is payable at the time of online registration. Along ?‘ﬁﬂ % ﬁ
with submitting the on-line registration form, the candidates must N b | PO

upload the necessary documents as per the instruction on website. 2RI FRIIIINY

= The detailed information on Trades/courses, eligibility and other
particulars are available at Website:
www.itidelhiadmissions.nic.in

= Candidates are advised to read the instructions/ Prospectus
carefully before applying.
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= The complete admission process (Registration, Verification, Choice
filling, and Counseling etc.) will be through online portal only.
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5. Tentative Rank Display :21.09.2020 h =, 3']'1- Tl\-_;ﬂa' T“%ﬁ- :
Candidates may visit the department website for other schemes and Wﬁ?ﬁ WEL AT 20 S 1944-1991) 2
courses available under the aegis of the department of Training and PR e '\‘ﬁ“ﬂ?ﬁ" ﬁ?_m- -39 T
Technical Education. ] il Sl
[Director]
Department Of Training & Technical Education, Delhi ;
DIP/Shabdarth/0213/20-21 , ﬂfﬁ“ ™ m ﬁ‘“ﬂ
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GOVT 8 POLITICS

Border mechanism
meets today, China
stand dampens hopes

SUSHANT SINGH
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

THE WORKING Mechanism for
Consultation & Coordination on
India-China Border Affairs
(WMCC) will meet Thursday to
try and find a way to resolve the
military standoff along the Line of
Actual Control in Ladakh.

Hopes of a breakthrough are
low given therigid Chinese stance
during diplomatic and military
talks in the past month.

Agovernment official told The
Indian Express that the WMCC
meeting is taking place Thursday
but there are currently no plans to
hold the next round of the Corps
Commander level meeting. If
thereisaninclination to move for-
ward during the WMCCmeeting,
the next engagement will be de-
cided thereafter, the official said.

This was discussed during the
high-level consultative meeting
on China held on Monday;, the of-
ficial said, adding that the Indian
stance and position on the issue
were also discussed. While the
end-goal remains the restoration
of status quo ante as of April, the
official said that any process will
have torecognize ground realities
on both sides.

According to the official, while
it is understood that even the

process of de-escalation has to be
stepwise, the Chinese insistence on
equal rearward movementbyboth
armies is not acceptable. The
Chinese have better roads and in-
frastructure on their side whichal-
lows them to mobilise quickly, the
official said, and some element of
time has tobebuiltin this stepping-
back to make it fair to both armies.

This will be the fourth meet-
ing of the WMCC since tensions
erupted early May, with clashes
between soldiers of both armies.
In addition, five rounds of Corp-
Commander level meetings, a
phone conversation and a meet-
ing between the two Special
Representatives, two meetings
of the Indian Ambassador to
China with top party and mili-
tary officials, and several division
and brigade commander level
meetings have taken place dur-
ing this period.

The response of the Chinese
interlocutorsin the last few meet-
ings has been very rigid, the offi-
cial said, and not much has come
out of the meetings between the
military commanders in Ladakh
and at the diplomatic level in
Beijing.

According to the official, after
the fourth round of Corps
Commander level meetingon July
14, there has been no further
movement from the Chinese side

UNMASKED DIG

ALTHOUGH THE Covid-19 pandemic has curtailed most polit-
ical activities, the BJP has been quite active in Manipur. On
Wednesday, when five former MLAs from the state joined the
party in the presence of Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh,
party general secretary Ram Madhav and vice-president
Baijayant Panda, a battery of photographers and TV cameras
were present. As the shutters started going off, Madhav told the
five leaders to lower their face masks. Otherwise, he said, the
Congress would claim these were not its MLAs and that the BJP
had got other people for the photo-op. BJP leaders, meanwhile,
said more MLAs will leave the Congress soon in Manipur.

FRESH AVATAR

THE MINISTRY of HRD was officially renamed Ministry of
Education this week. The President notified the Union
Cabinet’s decision on Monday. The day after, the name of the
ministry’s Whatsapp group for journalists was changed. On
Wednesday, a new board was put up near the office of Higher
Education Secretary Amit Khare, welcoming visitors in 22 lan-
guages to the renamed Ministry of Education.

INTERNAL EXERCISE

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister S Jaishankar on Wednesday
posted a video of himself exercising and running as part of
the Fit India campaign. Jaishankar, who likes to play squash
regularly, has been a fitness freak for the last 40 years.

on the ground and the situation
remains tense.

“After the July 14 meeting,
China has added more troopsand
equipment toall three sections at
Depsang and Trig Heights, across
PP14 at its base camp, across Hot
Springs and Gogra, same at
Pangong Tso north and south
banks, same at Fukche, and dou-
bled across Chumar and
Demchok. There are reports that
PLA is building infrastructure at
breakneck speed,” the official said.

A senior military officer said
there has been no new major ad-
ditional Chinese deployment on
the LAC “in the past couple of
weeks,” and the PLA strength “re-
mains at around three divisions
plus, along with a Special Forces
brigade”.

The Indian deployment, the
officer said, is commensurate with
the Chinese deployment, with
plans having been put in place to
keep additional troops on the bor-
der during the winter months.

“We have started constructing
prefabricated shelters for accom-
modation of troops and storage of
equipment under the Operational
Works, for which material can
keep moving till the passes close
in November. This gives us still
some time, asitis clear thatwe are
staying theretill the Chinese don’t
go back,” the officer said.

AASU, AJYCP
announce panel
amid talk of
new political
outfit in Assam

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, AUGUST 19

THE ALL Assam Students’ Union
(AASU) and Asom Jatiyatabadi
Yuba Chatra Parishad (AJYCP)
Wednesday came together to
announce the formation of an
“Assam Advisory Committee”,
comprising 16 prominent per-
sonalities from the state, to sug-
gest the future course of action
towards protecting the interests
of the state’s indigenous people.

The announcement comes
amid speculation about the for-
mation of a new regional politi-
cal party for the upcoming
Assembly polls early next year.
Talks about the formation of a
new party, comprising leaders of
the AASU, among others, began
following protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
earlier this year.

The 16-member committee
—aided by AASU and AJYCP gen-
eral secretaries Lurinjyoti Gogoi
and Palash Changmai, respec-
tively — includes writer and for-
mer Rajya Sabha member Nagen
Saikia, Padma Shri awardee and
writer Arup Kumar Dutta, for-
mer Meghalaya Governor Ranjit
Shekhar Mooshahary, and
National Award-winning film-
maker Jahnu Barua, among
others.

AASU'’s Gogoi told The Indian
Express, “The committee will de-
cide upon the academic, social,
economical and political ways to
protect the future of the indige-
nous people of the state.”

Cong leaders call for use of tech for
participation i In Monsoon Session

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

WITH THE Monsoon Session of
Parliament likely to begin in the
second week of September,
Congress’s leader in Lok Sabha
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury and
senior party leader and Rajya
Sabha member P Chidambaram
on Wednesday called for the use
of technology to enable
Members to participate either
physically or virtually in the pro-
ceedings in the two Houses.
Writing to Rajya Sabha
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu,
Chidambaram welcomed the de-
cision to hold the Monsoon
Session, saying it is very impor-
tant that the Houses meet and de-
liberate on the many issues that

P Chidambaram, Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury

concern the nation and the peo-
ple even during the pandemic.
He said he was aware that
“special arrangements” are be-
ing made to ensure that the
Members are safe and to main-
tain social distancing inside the
House but argued that it is
“nearly impossible” to avoid the
spread of the virus when nearly
245 members of the Rajya Sabha
gather in one place with nearly

300 officers, staff and security
personnel in attendance, and a
larger number gathers in the ad-
jacent Lok Sabha.

“All evidence points to the
conclusion that when people
gather in significant numbers in
one place, they are vulnerable
and are exposed to infection. I
am afraid this apprehension will
discourage many Members from
participating physically in the
proposed Session of the House,”
Chidambaram said.

Chowdhury, inaseparate let-
ter to Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, suggested that “anapp and
link should be provided to
Members” like in the Supreme
Court and High Courts. “A
Member who cannot be physi-
cally present should be allowed
to speak via an app,” he said.

Help us assert grazing rights near
LAC, it counts: eX-Ladakh BJP chief

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN
MUMBAI,AUGUST 19

A FORMER J&K minister from
Ladakh in the PDP-BJP govern-
ment has said Indian security
forces must help the semi-no-
madic people of theareaassert tra-
ditional rights over the land near
the Line of Actual Control instead
of preventing them from taking
their livestock to graze on these
pasture lands as they do now.
Chering Dorjay, who was
Minister for Co-operatives and
Ladakh Affairs until 2018, and
until recently president of the
BJP in Ladakh, told The Indian
Express there was concern
among the people of that area
that if India does not succeed in
getting the PLA soldiers to go
back to status quo ante positions,
“there will be no end” to how
much land Ladakhis may lose.
“As far as we are concerned,
there has been no question of
our people going to the lands on
the Chinese side, but our secu-
rity forces create problems for us
even when we take our animals
to graze in pasture lands on our
side. This has been a problem
from the beginning,” said Dorjay.
Demchok in south eastern
Ladakh, in military parlance an
area called sub-sector south, and
Chushul, which is closer to
Pangong Tso, are the two places
where the graziers experience
the most pushback by Indian se-
curity forces, mainly the ITBP
which mans the border posts.
“From the other side we have
seen that their army or border po-

lice follow a modus operandi by
which they push nomads from
their side to our side. They send
them first to encroach, and come
behind them later,” said Dorjay,
who has raised this issue many
times with the security forces as
well as with the administration of
J&K (at the time when Ladakh
was part of the former state).

Senior security officials ac-
knowledged that there were
problems between the local peo-
ple and the security forces over
permission for grazing, and said
the ITBP prevents tribesmen
from going into certain areas
even on the Indian side because
itobstructs their patrolling, with
animals and people coming in
the way. There is also the “un
spoken” suspicion, one official
said, that some may be inform-
ers for the other side.

However, Dorjay says the
main reason that the ITBP stops
the graziers is because “they
want a peaceful tenure” and fear
that permitting people to set up
grazing camps may lead to con-
frontations with the Chinese.

Between December and
March, the Changpas, semi-no-
madic shepherds of the south
eastern Ladakh area, cross over
the frozen Indus with their
Pashmina goats and yak to a
plain called Skakjung, where
grazing does not take place in the
summer so as to preserve the
grass there for the winter. Here,
Dorjay said, the Chinese had en-
croached steadily into traditional
Ladakhi pastureland. He recalled
an incident from 2008-9, when
he was chief executive council-

People fear Chinese won't go
back: Chering Dorjay

lor of the Ladakh Autonomous
Hill Development Council (Leh),
to show that being assertive is
the only way for India to safe-
guard its territory.

That winter, the Chinese had
uprooted some Changpa rebos
(woollen tents) in Skakjung and
pushed them back, even burn-
ing one tent.

“Some people called me, and
said I should go to Skakjung to
express solidarity with people,
which would help their morale.
I took the Nyoma SHO and we
went in 10 vehicles to meet the
affected people. They told me
what had happened, and as the
migration season was coming to
anend, and the grass on that side
was also finished, they were
planning to return. But I told
them to remain there for the
next week or 10 days, otherwise
the Chinese would get the im-
pression they had succeeded in
their plan. I replaced the burnt
tent, sent 10 truckloads of fodder
for their livestock, and also in-
stalled three handpumps. From
that year until now, we have had

Supporters welcome Sachin Pilot in Tonk on Wednesday. Express

Setting up panel within 2-3 days
shows Cong seriousness: Pilot

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR,AUGUST 19

THE CONGRESS leadership
forming a three-member All
India Congress Committee
(AICC) panel “within 2-3 days”
of discussions with party lead-
ers Priyanka Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi in Delhi shows its “seri-
ousness” to address issues
within the party in the state,
Former Rajasthan Deputy Chief
Minister Sachin Pilot said on
Wednesday.

Talking to journalists on his
first visit to his constituency
Tonk following the political cri-
sis, Pilot said, “Like it had been
promised, a three-member AICC
committee has been consti-
tuted... [ feel that Sonia Gandhi-
ji has taken the right decision.

WhenIhad had discussions with
Priyanka Gandhi-ji and Rahul
Gandbhi-ji in Delhi, then we had
decided thata committee will be
constituted at AICClevel. And its
constitution within 2-3 days
shows that the party high com-
mand and AICC has taken it
seriously.”

“All our requests, sugges-
tions, changes and how the gov-
ernment and organisation has to
proceed (will be decided by the
committee). There should be co-
ordination between the govern-
ment and the organisation. I
have been saying since the be-
ginning that workers and party
leaders who had arole to play in
formation of the government,
whatis it that can be done so that
they consider themselves a part
of the government,” he said.

Pilot received a warm wel-

KosHYARI TAKES OATH

Bhagat Singh Koshyari took oath as the new Governor of Goa
(Additional Charge) at a ceremony held at Raj Bhavan, in
Panaji on Wednesday. Chief Justice of Bombay High Court
Justice Dipankar Datta administered the oath of office. P1i

come by local residents, party
workers and supporters in Tonk,
where at least 59 office-bearers
have submitted their resigna-
tions after his sacking last
month. He held meetings with
district administration including
the District Collector, the
Superintendent of Police, and
met local public representatives.

Before leaving for Tonk, Pilot
said in Jaipur that it is up to the
party leadership to decide who
works in the government and
the organisation.

Thanking Congress president
Sonia Gandhi for acting on the
concerns without any delay, Pilot
said, “The committee will dis-
cuss and decide how it has to
work. Whatever we have to say
we will share it with the party
high command through the
committee.”

no problemin that area from the
Chinese,” he said.

“Our Army and ITBP never do
this, they never go and confront
the Chinese like this,” Dorjay
said, observing that it was be-
cause of “constantly downplay-
ing incidents” that people in the
area had lost winter pasture
lands on the north bank of
Pangong, where dry grass was
plentiful on the south facing
ridges, and people would take
their livestock until some 15
years ago.

Dorjay, who belongs to the
Lakruk area of Ladakh, said peo-
ple living on the south bank of
Pangong could see that Chinese
soldiers had not fully withdrawn
from Finger 4 to Finger 8, and
they could also see building ac-
tivity on the other side.

“Our people can see dozers,
road-building activity is going
on. Earlier, we never used to see
any Chinese, now they are fully
visible to people living in the vil-
lages on the opposite side,” he
said. At night, as the lights come
on, their presence becomes par-
ticularly visible.

“People have noted this, and
they fear the Chinese are not go-
ing to go back. They are making
permanent structures, they have
taken control of that land with-
out firing a shot,” he said.

“If they don’t go back, our
people say there will be no end
to it. They are very much agi-
tated, they think now they have
come 8 km, next time they will
come in more, and one day, they
will take the whole of Pangong,”
he said.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Navy Chief
Admiral Karambir Singh at
the Naval Commanders’
Conference in Delhi. P11

Rajnath lauds
Navy for
preparedness

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

ADDRESSING THE Navy's lead-
ership on the inaugural day of
the Naval Commanders'
Conference, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh expressed confi-
dence in the force's prepared-
ness to meet any challenge
through a proactive response in
deploying its ships and aircraft.

He also appreciated Navy
personnel for their role in pro-
tecting the maritime interests of
the nation, the Defence Ministry
said in a statement.

Mentioning Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s “vision of
SAGAR (Security And Growth for
Allin the Region)”, Singh said the
Indian Navy has effectively car-
ried out Mission Based
Deployment to protect maritime
interests at major and sensitive
locations.

Dhaka raises concern
on ‘rise in killings

at border by BSF,
Indian nationals’

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

BANGLADESH ON Wednesday
expressed “deep concern” at the
rise in killings at the Indo-
Bangladesh border by “BSF or
Indian nationals” during the first
half of this year,a Bangladesh for-
eign ministry statement said on
Wednesday.

This was one of the key points
raised by Bangladesh Foreign
Secretary Masud Bin Momen dur-
ing the meeting with Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla
on Wednesday.

“Bangladesh flagged that this
isinviolation of all bilateral agree-
ments and that the Indian Border
Security Force must be duly urged
to exercise maximum restraint.
The Indian side assured that the
BSF authorities have been sensi-
tised of the matter and the issue
will be discussed in detail at the
DG level talks between BGB and
BSF to be hosted by Dhaka next
month,” the Bangladesh Foreign
ministry said.

Shringla met Bangladesh PM
Sheikh Hasina on Wednesday.

Momen also requested
Shringla to expedite the return of
the Tabligh members from
Bangladesh who were impacted
by the lockdown in India, the
statement said. “Request was also
made for early release of the 25
Bangladeshi fishermen who are
in custody in Dhubri district of
Assam. Indian side assured that

Harsh Vardhan Shringla
with Masud Bin Momen, in
Dhaka, Wednesday. PT1

the matter has been addressed
and the Bangladeshi nationals
would be able toreturnsoon,” the
statement said.

The statement said that both
sides expressed satisfaction that
evenduring the pandemic, thetwo
countries have maintained a high
level of engagement onvariousar-
eas of cooperation. Important de-
velopments include conducting
thefirst trial run for trans-shipment
of Indian cargo through
Bangladesh under the Agreement
on the use of Chattogram and
Mongla port, it said.

Momen stated  that
Bangladeshis ready to collaborate
in the development of Covid vac-
cine, including its trial, and looks
forward to early affordable avail-
ability of the vaccine when it is
ready, the statement said.

Both Foreign Secretaries
agreed that greater attentionisre-
quired toaccord more impetus to
the development projects in
Bangladesh under the Indian
Lines of Credit, the statement said.

Enough action for lifetime, now turn
to relax: Mahk on way to Meghalaya

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

HE RILED political leaders in J&K
by asking militants to kill “those
who have looted Kashmir” in-
stead of targeting security officers.
He irked officials in Delhi by claim-
ing hedid not believe information
provided by the Intelligence
Bureau. He rattled the Chief
Minister in Goa, accusing him of
“impropriety” and pointing to
“shortcomings” in the battle
against Covid.

From Bihar to J&K to Goa in
two years, and now on his way to
Meghalaya, Governor Satya Pal
Malik has seen enough action —
enough for a lifetime, he says —
and it’s finally “time for some
relaxation”.

New Delhi

‘It’s true that
Tusedtobe
vocal... Iwill
speakout’

Askedif the frequent transfers
were because he was outspoken
and a man of action, the 74-year-
old told The Indian Express: “I think
I have had enough action in J&K.
Maybe that'senough for alifetime
and it’s time to take rest. Action is
not good every time. So let me go
to this beautiful place
(Meghalaya).”

Asked about his differences
with Goa CM Pramod Sawant,
Malik said they enjoyed a “good
personal rapport”.

“Butit’s true that [ used to be

vocal and articulate about the
thingsIfound wrong, If there’s any
suchmatter or corruptionorirreg-
ularities, I will speak out. Maybe,
some people did not like it.
Governors usually donotdothat,”
Malik said, speaking over phone
from the Guwahati airport on his
way to Shillong.

“But the Chief Minister... had
invited me home for a meal, [
could not go,” the Governor said.

Asked specifically about the
latest transfer, Malik said: “I had
nothing much to do in Goa.
Meghalaya is a bigger state. Let
me see.” Responding to a ques-
tion on whether his socialist
background has become an is-
sue in the current political sce-
nario, he said: “No, nothing like
that. The BJPis very comfortable
with me.”



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, AUGUST 20,2020

GOVT & POLITICS

Cabinet nod for new
agency to conduct

tests for

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

THE UNION Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
onWednesday gave its approval
for creation of the National
Recruitment Agency (NRA) to
conduct a preliminary exam -
named common eligibility test
(CET ) — for recruitment of
Group B and C (non -technical)
staff in the Central government.

The online test will be con-
ducted to screen/shortlist candi-
datesatthefirstlevel forvacancies,
whichare at presentfilled through
different exams conducted by Staff
Selection Commission (SSC),
Railways Recruitment Board (RRB)
and the Institute of Banking
Personnel Selection (IBPS).

“Based on the screening done
at the CET score level, final selec-
tion for recruitment shall be
made through separate spe-
cialised Tiers (11, Il etc) of exami-
nation, which shall be conducted
by the respective recruitment
agencies,” read a statement is-
sued after the meeting.

The present recruitment agen-
cies—IBPS,RRBand SSC—will re-
mainin place, it was informed.

The test will be conducted at
three levels: graduate, higher
secondary (Class XII pass) and
matriculate (Class X pass).

Information and Broadcasting
Minister Prakash Javadekar said,
“Today, youths have to appear in
many exams for jobs. There are
about 20 recruitment agenciesin
the government. If one has to ap-
pear in four or five exams (for dif-
ferent jobs), he/she will have to
appearindifferent examinations.
To end this, a historic decision to
set up a National Recruitment

Agency has been taken.”
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi tweeted, "The

#NationalRecruitmentAgency

Difficult for us
to cooperate:
Pinarayi on
Centre’s move to
lease out airport
SHAJU PHILIP

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST 19

KERALA CHIEF Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Wednesday asked
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to reconsider the Centre’s deci-
sion to lease out
Thiruvananthapuram interna-
tional airport to the Adani Group.

In a letter to the PM, Vijayan
said that in view of the unilateral
decision taken by the Union gov-
ernment without giving cre-
dence to the argument raised by
the state, “it would be difficult for
us to offer co-operation for the
implementation of the decision,
which is against the wishes of
the people of the state”.

The state government has
been of the view that the air-
port’s operations should be en-
trusted to a special purpose vehi-
cle (SPV), in which the state
government should be a major
stakeholder. He said the state
had transferred 23.57 acre land
to the Airport Authority of India
free of cost, subject to the condi-
tion that the land’s value would
reflected as state share capital in
the proposed SPV.

RELATED REPORT: P17

govt jobs

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chairs the Cabinet meeting
via video conferencing, in New Delhi on Wednesday. P11

will prove to be aboon for crores
of youngsters. Through the
Common Eligibility Test, it will
eliminate multiple tests and save
precious time as well as re-
sources. This will also be a big
boost to transparency.”

Stating CET will be conducted
twice each year, Minister of State
for Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) Jitendra Singh
said, “This reform will bring ease
inrecruitment, ease of selection,
ease of job placement and
thereby ease of living...”

Singh also said the CET will
be conducted in 12 languages.

The NRA will be headed by
an officer equivalent to the rank
of Union Secretary and will also
have representatives from SSC,
RRB and IBPS. The Cabinet ap-
proved Rs 1,517.57 crore for NRA
for three years.

DoPT Secretary C
Chandramouli said every year on
average 2.5 crore to 3 crore aspi-
rants appear for about 1.25 lakh
Group B and Group C vacancies
in central government, and more
than 50 recruitment tests are
conducted each year.

Once the proposed examisin
place, based on CET score a can-
didate can apply for a vacancy
with the respective agency.

Govt hikes cane

FRP by Rs 10
per quintal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

Tharoor, Dubey give breach of
privilege notices against each other

LIZMATHEW & MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

THE POLITICAL spat over the de-
cision of Shashi Tharoor, Congress
MP and chairman of the Standing
Committee on Information
Technology, to summon
Facebook overareportin The Wall
StreetJournal has intensified, with
Tharoor and BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey giving a notice of breach of
privilege against each other.

The office of the chairman of
the standing committee had sent
a letter to Facebook, seeking an
explanation on The Wall Street
Journalreport which stated thata
senior public policy executive of
Facebook “opposed applying
hate-speechrules” to at least four
individuals and groups linked
with the BJP even after they were
“flagged internally for promoting
or participating in violence”.

In his letter to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, Tharoor said he
decided to summon a meeting of
the committee to discuss the al-
leged misconduct of Facebook as
part of its discussions on
“Safeguarding citizens' rights and
prevention of misuse of social/on-

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor and BJP’s Nishikant Dubey

line news media platforms”.
“Despite this, Dubey insult-
ingly criticized my decisiontodo
so stating that ‘The Chairman of
the Standing Committee does not
have the authority to do anything
without discussion of the agenda
withits member’ and accused me
of championing my political
party’s ‘agenda without authori-
sation by the Committee and
Speaker’. Thisamounts to a three-
fold breach of privilege,” he wrote.
Terming Dubey’s remarks
against him as “disparaging”, the
Congress MP said, “...contemp-
tuous words used by Dubey have
castaspersions on the intentand
integrity with which I fulfil my
duties as an elected representa-
tive of people of
Thiruvananthapuramin the Lok

Sabha. Second, such words con-
stitute unwarranted vilification
of the Committee’s name and
the manner in which it dis-
charges its functions. Third, his
actions have painted an igno-
minious picture of the revered
institution of Parliament by in-
dicating that its functionaries
have circumvented the process
that they are expected to follow.”

He stated the “subject under
which the Meeting had been
summoned, amongst others, had
been unanimously approved by
the Committee members and
other branches of the Secretariat
suchas your office and that of the
Secretary General...”

“I would urge you to issue
necessary directions to initiate
proceedings against him for

committing a breach of privilege
on multiple accounts and con-
tempt of the House,” he added.

Dubey, on the other hand,
stated in his notice, “Tharoor has
surpassed all limits of decency,
ethics and basic tenets of
Parliamentary procedure and
practice vis-a-vis smooth func-
tioning of Parliamentary
Committee by way of commit-
ting a grave ‘Breach of Privilege’,
not only in the capacity of an in-
dividual honourable Member of
Parliament, Lok Sabha but also
remaining in the exalted posi-
tion of Chairperson of one of the
most important Departmentally
Related Standing Committees,
viz., Information Technology.”

Dubey said Tharoor had not
discussed the move to write to
Facebook with members of the
committee.

Alleging that Tharoor has
committed a serious breach of
privilege to use the committee
platform “not only to serve
his political agenda but also to
tarnish BJP and sensationalise
a small incident by misusing
his official powers”, the BJP
MP urged Birla to initiate a
privilege motion.

Manipur: Five
former Cong
MLAs join BJP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

FIVE FORMER Manipur MLAs
who recently resigned from the
Congress and the state Assembly
joined the BJP on Wednesday in
the presence of Chief Minister N
Biren Singh, party general secre-
tary Ram Madhav and Vice
President Baijayant Panda.

Welcoming them into the
party, Madhav said there is no
threat to the Biren Singh govern-
ment in Manipur now.

“It will not only complete its
tenure but will be reelected,”
he said.

Henry Okram, nephew of
former chief minister and senior
Congress leader Ibobi Singh,
Panonam Broken, Oinam Lukhoi
Singh, Ngamthang Haokip and
Ginsuanhau Zou were inducted
into the BJP by Panda.

Panda said the state govern-
ment has the support of 34 MLAs
inthe Assembly, which has an ef-
fective strength of 47 as there are
13 vacancies.

The BJP-led government
had won a trust vote on
Monday by 28-16.

THE GOVERNMENT on
Wednesday hiked the Fair and
Remunerative Price (FRP) of sug-
arcane to Rs 285 per quintal for
the sugar season 2020-21.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The FRP for 2020-21 sugar
season (October-September),
which will be payable by sugar
mills to sugarcane farmers, is Rs
10 higher than the current rate
of Rs 275 per quintal.

Announcing the decision,
Union Minister of Information
and Broadcasting Prakash
Javadekar said, “The decision will
benefit 1 crore farmers.”

The FRP has been fixed on the
recommendations of the
Commission for Agricultural
Costs and Prices (CACP), said a
statement.

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH PUNE

(An Autonomous Institution of Ministry of HRD., Govt. of India)

Dr. Homi Bhabha Road, Pune - 411 008 | Website : www.iiserpune.ac.in
RECRUITMENT: JUNIOR ENGINEER (ELECTRICAL)

Institute invites online applications from Indian nationals having
excellent academic record for the position of “Junior Engineer -
Electrical” (Level-6, Unreserved).

For detailed information about emoluments,
submission of online application, please visit www.iiserpune.ac.in and
click on the link “Opportunities —Technical/Administration”. The last
date for submission of online application is September 10, 2020.

Advt. No.: 35/2020/IISER-P/Rect./19.08.2020

requirements and

Registrar

MUNICIPAL POST GRADUATE COLLEGE, MUSSOORIE

Affiliated to H.N.B. Garhwal Central University
Srinagar, Garhwal, Uttarakhand

Online applications are invited from the qualified candidates
for the Post of Principal upto 14 September, 2020 by 5.00
pm. For application form and specified details such as
qualifications, pay scale and others relevant information
please visit our website www.nppmussoorie.com
(Category of Post- Unreserved)

Anuj Gupta
President
Management Committee
M.P.G. College, Mussoorie
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the Academic Year 2020-21 for the fellowing Programmues of 1KLL,
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GOVT. OF BIHAR

BIHAR COMBINED ENTRANCE COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION BOARD
L.A.S. Association Building, Near Patna Airport, Patna-14.

POST GRADUATE MEDICAL ADMISSION COUNSELLING (PGMAC)-2020

for MD/ MS/ PGD in Government/ Private Medical Colleges of Bihar

Adv. No.- BCECEB(PGMAC)-2020/24 Dated : 19.08.2020
Important Notice for PGMAC-2020 [Medical]

In continuation to Adv. No. BCECEB(PGMAC)-2020/17 dated 06.08.2020 and 2020/23 dated
17.08.2020, this is to inform all qualified, eligible PGMAC-2020 (Medical) candidates that the seat
allotment result of 2nd round counselling has been uploaded on Board's Website. The candidates has to
report physically with all original documents and required fees in concerned institution as per revised
programme given below ;

i.  Publication of seat allotment result, downloading of Provisional Seat

ATOMENE OTAET ...ttt : 19.08.2020
ii. Publication of common seat allotment list (2nd round) ............cocon... : 20.08.2020
iii. Date of Physical Reporting / Submission of required Original

Documents and required fees of concerned Institution for 1st round

admitted & 2nd round allotted candidates ..........c.c.covveeveicccninnineennes : 19.08.2020 to 24.08.2020

Controller of Examination

Enjoy Freedom with TEEVRA SERVICES

Deliver your goods with
SPEED, RELIABILITY & AFFORDABILITY

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT UNITS (BDUs)

TO ENCOURAGE NON-TRADITIONAL CARGOES

In order to increase the share of rail transportation in non-traditional cargoes exclusive
Business Development Units have been set up in the zonal headquarter and in all five
divisionsi.e. (Delhi, Ambala, Lucknow, Moradabad and Firozpur).

These units have been mandated with Interacting various industries and trading
entities and offer suitable rail transportation solutions to find mutually beneficial ways
and to facilitate shift to rail.

One major initiative being planned by Northern Railway in this regard is the running of
time tabled freight trains for less than full train load consignments. These services
have been named as "TEEVRA Services" (Timetabled Efficient and Economically
Viable Railway Services) and would be offering timetabled freight transportation
services between different Origin - Destination combinations. Freight customers
would be able to book up to wagon basis.

This initiative of Northern Railway is aimed at providing affordable timetabled freight
services for MSME and other small industries and units.

Interested business entities may contact the following nodal coordinators of the
Business Development Units (BDUs) for any enquiry, suggestions or assistance.

SN Name of Officer Office
01 Chief Freight Transportation ~ Northern Railway, Headquarters

Contact Number
011-23387643,

Manager, NR Office, Baroda House, New Delhi 9717630903
02 Senior Divisional Operations  Delhi Division, DRM Office 011-23743352,
Manager, New Delhi New Delhi 9717631900
03 Senior Divisional Operations  Lucknow Division, DRM Office 0522-2234520,
Manager, Lucknow Lucknow 9794833900
04 Senior Divisional Operations ~ Moradabad Division 0591-2412012,
Manager, Moradabad DRM Office, Moradabad 9760534900
05 Senior Divisional Operations ~ Ambala Division 0171-2610553,
Manager, Ambala DRM Office, Ambala 9729539900
06 Senior Divisional Operations  Firozpur Division 01632-24448,
Manager, Firozpur DRM Office, Firozpur 9779232900

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Security Helpline No. 182
Integrated Helpline No. 139 Your Convenience - Qur Concern
: Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

Please joun us on QO@G
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

=== WENTY) Il SRR SaAwe s foifits

," ==_—_ MAHARASHTRA RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE

ﬁ DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED
- (VERTE AT 0T Yo HATerd AT HYEd IUHH)

MRIDC
(A Joint Venture of Govt. of Maharashtra and Ministry of Railways)

VACANCY NOTICE

MRIDC invites applications from the Contractual Officers /

Managers working in Central or State Govt. / Public Sector

Undertakings (or SPVs) / Metro Railways / Private Sector etc.

for various posts on Contract basis at specified locations as

mentioned below:

a) MRIDC/Vacancy Notice — 57 / 2020 - General Manager
(Civil) / Chief Project Manager [3 posts each in
Mumbai, Pune & Nashik]

b) MRIDC/Vacancy Notice — 58 / 2020 - Dy. General
Manager (Civil) [4 posts each in Pune, Nagpur,
Chandrapur & Nagbhir]

For details regarding educational qualifications, eligibility

criteria, job description, recruitment procedure, pay scale etc.

kindly visit our official website www.maharail.com

Applications shall reach by post addressed to Manager (HR)

at our Head Office - MRIDC, 2nd Floor, Hoechst House,

Nariman Point, Mumbai — 400021 on or before 17/09/2020.

Also, applicants may email the scanned copies of their

applications to hr@maharail.com

Date: 19/08/2020
Place: Mumbai

MANAGING DIRECTOR
MRIDC

NTPC Limited

(A Govt. of India Enterprise)

CIN: L40101DL1975G0I007966
Regd. Office: NTPC Bhawan, SCOPE Complex, 7, Institutional Area,
Lodi Road, New Delhi-110 003
Tel. no.: 011-24360959 Fax: 011-24360241
Email: csntpc@ntpc.co.in Website: www.ntpc.co.in
NOTICE
In view of prevailing COVID-19 pandemic, Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(MCA) has, vide circular dated May 5, 2020, allowed Companies to
convene their Annual General Meeting (AGM) during the calendar year
2020 through Video Conferencing (VC) or Other Audio Visual Means
(OAVM). Further, MCA vide aforesaid circular and SEBI vide circular
dated May 12, 2020 had dispensed with the requirement of sending hard
copies of annual report to the Shareholders of the Company and
permitted Companies to send Annual Report for the financial year 2019-
20 containing notice of AGM, Board’s Report, financial statements and

otherdocuments etc. to its shareholders through emails only.

In view of the provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 and in accordance
with aforesaid circulars, it is hereby informed that the 44" AGM of NTPC
Limited will be held on Thursday, 24" September, 2020 at 10:30 A.M.
through VC/OAVM and the annual report alongwith notice of 44" AGM
will be sent by only email to those shareholders whose email ID are
registered with the Company / with respective depository participant.

Notice and Annual Report 2019-20 will also be made available on the
Company’s website www.ntpc.co.in and websites of the Stock
Exchanges, i.e., BSE Limited and National Stock Exchange of India
Limited at www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com respectively.

Manner of casting vote(s) through e-voting: In terms of Section 108
of the Companies Act, 2013 read with Rule 20 of the Companies
(Management and Administration) Rules, 2014, the Resolutions for
consideration at the 44" AGM will be transacted through remote e-voting
and e-voting during the AGM. The Company has engaged services of
Central Depository Services (India) Limited (CDSL) for facilitating voting
through electronic means. Shareholders who hold shares in physical
form or who have not registered their e-mail addresses and wish to
participate in the AGM or cast their votes through remote e-voting or
e-voting during the meeting can log on to the e-voting website
www.evotingindia.com by using their credentials. Shareholders are
requested to read instruction contained in the Notice of AGM to be made
available on the website of the Company/Stock Exchanges.

Manner of registering / updating email ID & Bank Details:
Shareholders who have not registered their email IDs and Bank Account
details are hereby requested to register the same in following manner:

For Please send a request letter with following details to the
shareholders | RTA of the Company by post at M/s Alankit Assignments
holding Limited, Alankit Hosue, 4E/2, Jhandewalan Extension,
shares in New Delhi-110055 or through email at
Physical alankit_ntpc@alankit.com with following details/
Mode documents:
For updating email ID | Forupdating Bank account
1. Folio No. In addition to details required
2. Name of for updating email, following
Shareholder details/ documents are
3. Copy of PAN & required:
AADHAR (Self 1. Bank Account details like
attested) Bank Account number,
(Signature shall match Name of the Bank &
with the Specimen Branch,MICRCode/IFSC
signature available with Code,
the Company/RTA) 2. Cancelled Cheque
For Shareholders can update email IDs, mobile numbers
shareholders | and Bank Account details by contacting their respective
holding Depository Participants as per the process advised by
shares in them.
Demat
Mode

New Delhi

Shareholders may note that in terms of the provisions of the Income Tax
Act, 1961 as amended by the Finance Act, 2020, dividend paid or
distributed by a Company on or after 1 April, 2020 is taxable in the hands
of the Shareholders. The Company is, therefore, required to deduct tax
at source at the time of payment of dividend to the Shareholders. In order
to enable us to determine the appropriate TDS rate, as applicable,
Shareholders are requested to submit necessary forms/documents in
accordance with the provisions of the Income Tax Act, as detailed in the
notice of the AGM.

In case of any further assistance in this regard, Shareholders may
contact RTAor Company at above mentioned email/address.

For NTPC Limited
Nandini Sarkar
Company Secretary

Date :19.08.2020
Place: New Delhi

Leading the Power Sector
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CAA protests:
UP cops move
court against bail
to 4, including

3 activists

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 19

LUCKNOW POLICE have moved
alocal court seeking cancellation
of bail granted to four persons in
a case related to violence during
ananti-CAA protest in Lucknow’s
Hazratganj area on December 19.

Congress leader and activist
SadafJafar, Rihai Manch founder
Mohammad Shoaib, Lucknow-
based activist Deepak Kabir and
one Shavez have been asked to
appear before the Additional
Sessions court on Thursday.

“Inthe above-mentioned case,
aletter regarding your bail cancel-
lation has been submitted by the
district government counsel. You
are expected toappear before the
given date (August 20, 2020) by
yourself or through your lawyer
and present your side,” read a
summons issued by the court of
Additional Sessions Judge. The
summons was dated August 13.

DCP (Central) Somen Barma
said the summons was served to
the four because they had “com-
mitted repeat offences and vio-
lated bail conditions and hence,
the bail cancellation has been re-
quested”. He said the summons
could not be served earlier as
court were close.

Kabir told The Indian Express
he received the summons on
Wednesday. “Inno way, [ have vi-
olated any conditions for my
bail,” he said. Jafar and Shoaib ar-
gued they had neither violated
any bail conditions nor “hindered
the investigation in any way”.

Jafar’s lawyer Jaideep Mathur
said they would contest the bail
cancellation on grounds that his
client had not breached bail con-
ditions and had cooperated with
the investigation.

“There is no ground for can-
cellation of bail. She has not
committed any crime in the in-
tervening period since she got
bail,” said Mathur. Kabir’s lawyer
B Singh said he would also pres-
ent similar arguments before the
court.

In March, the Lucknow ad-
ministration had put up hoardings
with photographs and addresses
of those booked in cases of alleged
vandalism and arson linked to
protests against the CAAin the city
on December 19. The three ac-
tivists were among the 57 people
whose photographs were put
across the city.

Forest guard
held over
murder of staff
in Porbandar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAJKOT, AUGUST 19

THE Porbandar district police
has detained forest guard
Lakhman Odedra for the murder
of fellow guard Hetal Solanki, her
husband and a casual labourer of
the forest department, who had
been found dead inside the
Barda Wildlife Sanctuary on
Monday.

In his complaint, Solanki's fa-
ther Vashram Rathod had
named Odedra, 32, saying he
was with the three at the time
they went missing. Odedra re-
portedly knew Solanki from be-
fore her marriage.

Superintendent of Police Ravi
Mohan Saini claimed Odedra
had led Solanki, who was seven
months pregnant, her husband
Kirti and Nagajan Agath into the
sanctuary on Saturday saying he
knew the location of an illegal
liquor brewery operating inside.
The police said Odedra had first
killed Kirti, then Agath and fi-
nally Solanki. They have de-
tained him pending his Covid-19
test,and will arrest him if the re-
sultis negative.

Saini claimed thataround 20
days ago, Solanki and Odedra's
wife Manju had an argument,
and Solanki had abused her,
which had left Odedra angry. The
police said Odedra made up the
claim regarding the brewery
thto entice Solanki and her hus-
band, who lived with her in their
allotted forest quarters, inside
the sanctuary.

Solanki's father had told the
police that around 1.30 pm on
Saturday, she had talked to her
mother and informed her that
they were on their way to raid a
brewery along with Odedra.

Bhushan urges SC
to defer hearing on
sentence till review
pleais decided

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

ADVOCATE PRASHANT
Bhushan, who has been con-
victed of criminal contempt by
the Supreme Court over two of
his tweets, Wednesday urged
the court to defer the hearing on
the quantum of punishment till
his review petition against the
conviction s “filed and decided”.

A bench of Justices Arun
Mishra, B R Gavai and Krishna
Murari is scheduled to hear ar-
guments on the quantum of
punishment on Thursday.

In his application, Bhushan
said he “intends” to file a review
petition “after studying the order,
indetail, and seeking appropriate
legal counsel as the ramification
of the said order is of grave con-
stitutional significance, in partic-
ular on the right to free speech”.
He said he “would file the same
within the limitation period of 30
days from date of the judgment,
as he is entitled to under...the
Supreme Court Rules, 2013”.

Bhushan said the deferment

Prashant Bhushan

“would be in the interests of jus-
tice in view of the underlying
public policy with respect to safe-
guarding liberty of a citizen un-
der Article 21 till such time as his
first appeal (in this case the re-
view application)is considered”.

He also said if the court pro-
ceeds with the hearing and im-
poses any sentence, the same may
be directed to be stayed till he ex-
hausts the legal remedy of review.

Holding him guilty on August
14, the court had said the tweets
were based on “distorted facts”,
were a “malicious...attack” on
the “entire Supreme Court”,and
had the effect of “destabilising
the very foundation” of judiciary.

SC listed 15,596 cases for
hearing since lockdown began

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
listed more than 15,000 cases for
hearing since the lockdown be-
gan on March 23, despite about
125 members of its registry and
their families being affected by
Covid-19, sources in the top
court said on Wednesday.

A total of 15,596 cases have
been listed since the lockdown,
they said, adding this included
10,754 main matters, 3,419 con-
nected matters and 1,523 Regis-
trar Court matters. The SC has
been hearing cases only via video-
conferencing since March 23.ENS

SC UPHOLDS BIHAR ORDER FOR CBI PROBE INTO SUSHANT DEATH

Always believed our decision
was for justice, says Nitish

Mumbai Police will
cooperate with CBI:
Maharashtra minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, AUGUST 19

BIHAR CHIEF Minister Nitish
Kumar Wednesday said that he
always believed the Bihar Police
lodging an FIR in the Sushant
Singh Rajput case and the state
government recommendinga CBI
probe was for the sake of justice
even though some people were
tryingto give ita “political colour”.

On the Supreme Court up-
holding the Bihar government's
decision to recommend a CBI
probe, Nitish said, “The Supreme
Court has backed our decision to
lodge the case and recommend
CBI probe... Now that the apex
court has given a go-ahead to CBI
probe, we hope the case is inves-
tigated fast and family of Sushant
Singh Rajput gets justice.”

He said he recommended a
CBI probe after Rajput’s family
asked forit.

Bihar Deputy CM and BJP
leader Sushil Kumar Modi said,
“Ourstand stands vindicated now.”

However, Leader of
Opposition Tejashwi Prasad Yadav
said the RJD was the first to seek a
CBI probe. “We also took up the
matter inthe Assembly and made
the Bihar government recom-
mend the matter to CBL. We now
hope Rajput’s family getsjustice.”

Meanwhile, Rajput's family
lawyer said the Supreme Court or-
der has given impetus to their
"quest for justice".

Describing the verdictas a vic-
tory for Rajput's family and fans,
senior advocate Vikas Singh told
the media, “The Supreme Court
has accepted all points. The court

Rhea doesn’t
have stature to

comment on
Bihar CM: DGP

Patna: Reacting strongly to
actor Rhea Chakraborty’s
remarks on Nitish Kumarin
her affidavit filed before the
Supreme Court, Bihar DGP
Gupteshwar Pandey
Wednesday said, “Bihar ke
mukhyamantri pe comment
karne ki aukaat Rhea
Chakraborty ki nahi hai
(Rhea Chakraborty does not
have the stature to com-
ment on the Bihar CM.”
Rhea had said that the
case was being blown out
of proportion as Bihar elec-
tions were approaching
and an FIRwas filed in Bihar
because the CM had gotten
involved in the matter.
With his remarks on
Rhea stirring up a contro-
versy, Pandey later said, “I
hadssurely said that Rheadid
not have such a stature to
comment on the Bihar CM.
If anyone has reservations
aboutit,Iapologise.” ENS

alsoclearly said that the FIR regis-
tered at Patna was correct.”
Minutes later he tweeted:
“Wellbegunis half done. Hasbeen
agruellingtime listening toexperts
that Patna had no jurisdiction to
register the FIR. Our quest for jus-
tice gets impetus with the author-
itative decision by Supreme Court.”
—WITHPTIINPUTS

Jaipur rain: Restoration work will
g0 on for a year, says museum

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, AUGUST 19

FIVE DAYS after water from over-
flowing sewers entered the
basement of the Albert Hall
Museum in Jaipur, documents of
the Rajasthan Archaeology
Department going back 70 years
are spread out over an entire
floor, with staff members using
large fans and turning them over
several times a day to dry them.
The attempt to catalogue the
many artefacts that were swept
off their racks into the rainwater
in Friday's downpour may take
longer. Up to a year, as per the es-
timate of Museum
Superintendent Rakesh Chholak.

Water had entered the base-
ment, holding 17,000 artefacts
dating back to the 19th century
and a 2,300-year-old mummy,
one of the museum'’s most pre-
cious possessions, on Friday
morning due to a nearby road
getting waterlogged in the 130
mm rain that day. "Water en-
tered the basement through the
windows. We found the artefacts
floating in knee-deep water,"
Chholak told The Indian Express.

While most of the artefacts
stored in the basement were "C
category", or lowest in the order

Museum workers check a 2,300-year-old Egyptian mummy
for damage at the Albert Hall Museum. Rohit Jain Paras

of significance, the
Superintendent added, "They
are important, including sam-
ples of textiles with Sanganer
and Bagru prints, laces, old
anatomical charts, weapons,
ivory, clay toys, furniture and
wooden objects. Some of these
are permanently damaged."
The mummy, that was rushed
out by the staff before water could
enterits case, is thatof "Tutu", be-
lieved to be a girl belonging to a
priest family inancient Egypt,and
is estimated to date back to at
least 322 BC.It had been found in

Akhmim in ancient Panapolis, lo-
cated about 450 km south of
present day Cairo.

The mummy was gifted to
the Albert Hall Museum in 1885
by the Cairo Museum. In 2011, a
team of experts from Egypt had
treated it for restoration.

Staff member Ajay Mahato,
who said he was among those
who carried the mummy out of
the waters, said, "When we re-
alised water had entered the
basement, five-six of us rushed
in and saw that the water was
about to reach the glass case in

which the mummy was kept.
We didn't have the keys with us
and removed the glass to take
the mummy out.”

The museum has around 50
staff members. Most of them are
working on the restoration cur-
rently, with the museum shut
following the rain damage.

OnTuesday, Minister for Art,
Literature, Culture and
Archaeology BD Kallainspected
the museum and issued direc-
tions that necessary measures
be taken to ensure that there was
no damage in the future due to
the rains.

This is the second time inci-
dentally that the museum,
whose foundation had been laid
by the then Prince of Wales dur-
ing a visit in 1876, was flooded.
"A similar incident took place in
1981, when Jaipur received sim-
ilar rainfall and several artefacts
were damaged. We are now con-
sidering construction of a wall
around the museum and sealing
the windows," said Chholak.

The BJP accused the Congress
government of negligence.
"Torrential rain & rampant disre-
gard by the @RajGovOfficial have
washed away the treasures of the
past... Such apathy is unforgiv-
able,” BJP MP from Rajsamand
Diya Kumari tweeted.

MOHAMED THAVER &
SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI, AUGUST 19

MAHARASHTRA HOME
Minister Anil Deshmukh on
Wednesday said the Mumbai
Police would cooperate with the
CBI after the Supreme Court ap-
proved its probe into the death
of actor Sushant Singh Rajput.

“The Supreme Court order
says that the investigation car-
ried out by the Mumbai Police
was done in a professional man-
ner. We welcome the judgment
and will extend support to the
CBI,” he said.

About the top court’s verdict,
Deshmubkh said it should lead to
discussion among constitutional
experts over the federal struc-
ture of the Indian Union.

“The Constitution drafted by
Dr B R Ambedkar speaks about
the concept of the federal struc-
ture. My belief is Constitutional
experts and thinkers need to
readdress this in the near fu-
ture,” Deshmukh said.

Citing a paragraph in the
Supreme Court  order,
Deshmukh also did not rule out
a parallel probe by the Mumbai
Police into the case.

The Supreme Court, how-
ever, had also stated thatin case
the Mumbai Police registers an

FIR, the same will be transferred
to the CBlas well.

Deshmukh said that the
Opposition had politicised the is-
sue and said the investigation
should be guided by facts.

Senior officers of the
Mumbai Police told The Indian
Express that the inquiry being
carried out by the Bandra police
into the suicide of Rajput s likely
to continue. But a senior officer
said they would also consult
lawyers and senior government
officials to confirm their inter-
pretation of the relevant portion
of the court order.

Meanwhile on the issue of
being castigated by the SC for
quarantine enforced on Bihar
Police officials in Mumbai, the
Mumbai Police passed the buck
to the BMC. “The only thing that
the court order holds against the
Mumbai Police was that the
Bihar IPS officer who came to the
city toinvestigate the matter was
asked to go into quarantine. This
was, however, a decision taken
by the BMC following the Covid
guidelines and had nothing todo
with the Mumbai Police,” an of-
ficer said.

After the verdict, advocate
Satish Maneshinde representing
Rhea Chakraborty said that the
“truth will remain the same
whichever agency investigates
the case”.

Dubey encounter
probe: SC junks
plea against
commission chair

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesday dismissed a plea by
aMumbai-based lawyer raising
objection to the appointment of
Justice (retired) B S Chauhan to
head the commission inquiring
into the encounter killing of
gangster Vikas Dubey.

“The enquiry held would be
in public domain and the peti-
tioner has already been granted
the liberty of participating
therein. The report of the enquiry
is ordered to be filed in the peti-
tions which were filed before this
Court. Therefore, there would be
sufficient safeguard to the man-
ner in which the inquiry would
be held,” abench headed by Chief
Justice of India S A Bobde said,
dismissing the petition by
Advocate Ghanshyam Upadhyay.

The bench said “we find that
the petitioner has been raising
unnecessary apprehensions and
repeated applications are being
filed which in fact is hampering
the process of inquiry”.

The petition relied on a re-
portin The Wire to allege conflict
of interest on the part of Justice
Chauhan and former UP DGP K
LGupta, whoisa member of the
commission. It was claimed that
Justice Chauhan has kin in the
BJP and that Gupta has relatives
in the police department.

The bench said, “This Courtin
a series of decisions has repeat-
edly held that the newspaperitem
without any further proofis of no
evidentiary value. The said prin-
ciple laid down has thereafter
been taken note in several public
interest litigations toreject the al-
legations contained in the petition
supported by newspaper report...”

MP-bound bus seized in Agra
by ‘finance company agents’

Passengers dropped off at Jhansi, kidnapping case filed

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, AUGUST 19

AMADHYA Pradesh-bound pri-
vate bus, carrying 34 passengers
from Gurgaon, was seized in
Agra early Wednesday by four
men claiming to be finance com-
pany agents, police said.

The driver and two conduc-
tors of the bus were made to de-
board, and one of the four men
drove off with the passengers.
Hours later, the passengers were
dropped at Jhansi, said a senior
police officer from Agra. By
evening, they had been ferried to
their destinations via other buses.

Acase of kidnapping has been
registered and teams have been
formed to look for the accused. No
one was injured, the police said.

Chief  Minister  Yogi
Adityanath took cognizance and
issued directions to ensure safe
return of the passengers.

Babloo Kumar, SSP Agra, said,
“The driver and conductor of a pri-
vate bus service approached us,
saying their bus had been seized
by finance company agents. The
buswas due toreach Pannain MP
this morning. Around 4 am, they
were overtaken by a car and the
bus was halted near New Dakshin
crossing on the highway in Agra.

HIGHWAY HEIST

m Panna-bound
bus left Gurgaon

Gurgaon -
Grrg on Tuesday
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m Accused took the Bus to
Etawah from Agra, sent
the passengers to Jhansi

The accused said they were seiz-
ing the bus because dues had not
been paid.”

According to Ravi Kumar, SP
Rural West Agra, “The accused
seized the bus in Agra. The pas-
sengers were later asked to shift
toanotherbus that was headed to
Jhansi.One passenger told us they
did not suspect anything as the
route was the same, and thought
the change of bus was routine.
Later they took buses to their des-
tinations from Jhansi. They were
also given money for the fare.”

According to the police, the
four accused were in a Mahindra
XUV car that tailed the bus since
Tuesday night. The bus halted as
the car overtook the bus near
Malpura area early Wednesday.

The accused told the driver that
they belong to a Gwalior-based
private finance agency and had to
seize the bus because dues had not
been paid. Some of the accused
took the driver and conductors in
the car while one accused drove
the bus. The bus staff told the po-
lice that they were later given Rs
200 for food and dropped off.
The accused reportedly told
the staff that the bus owner was
in debt and had recently died.
However, the company that fi-
nanced the vehicle said the loan
had been closed two years ago.
"We checked our records and
found that the owner of Kalpana
Travels had died.. There wasaloan
against the vehicle taken in 2016
from our Gwalior branch and set-
tled in 2018. At no point did we
send any ‘agents’ to this carry out,”
said Sanjesh Kumar, UP head of
Shriram Transport Finance Co Ltd.
According to Agra Police,
Kalpana Travels belonged to
Gwalior resident Ashok Arora,
who died recently of Covid-19.
Following his death, one Pradeep
Gupta allegedly approached his
son Pawan Arora and threatened
him over pending dues.
According to police, CCTV
footage showed Gupta and the
otheraccused travelling ina white
SUV along with the seized bus.

Village on Tripura-Mizoram border at centre of jurisdiction row

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

A SCENIC village on the Tripura-
Mizoram border has found itself
at the centre of a jurisdiction dis-
pute between the two states.

Phuldungsai, with a predom-
inantly Mizo population of about
1,064 people, is part of a cluster of
10 villages on Jampui Hills.
Betlingchip, Tripura’s highest
peak, isin Phuldungsaiandisakey
tourist destination.

On August 17, Chandni
Chandran, Sub-divisional magis-
trate of Tripura’s Kanchanpur --
under which Phuldungsai falls --
wrote to DM (North Tripura),
stressing that there is an “urgent
need to demarcate the exact
boundary between Mizoramand
Tripura incorporating the entire
Phuldungsai VCin Tripura”.

The SDM wrote thatascrutiny
of the electoral roll of Mizoram’s
Hacchek (ST) constituency found

that Phuldungsai village council
hasbeen shown under Mizoram’s
jurisdiction.

“130votersinthe electoral roll
of Zampui Phuldungsai are resi-
dents of Tripura. They are present
inelectoral rolls of Tripura, inROR
of Phuldungsai village counciland
avail ration facility from
Phuldungsai ration shop under
Kanchanpur sub-division.

“Traditionally, Phuldungsai VC
as a whole (despite eastern side
falling in Mizoram) has been ac-
cepted asa partof Tripura. Hence,
the inclusion of the village council
anditsresidentsin Mizoramelec-
toral rolls seems to be problem-
atic,” Chandran wrote.

The Indian Express has learnt
that the highest levels of Tripura
administration are looking into
the matter.

The attempts todemarcate the
boundary between Tripura and
Mizoram, which were lockedina
dispute over resettlement of Bru
refugees for decades, have failed

Phuldungsai is on the Jampui Hills, the highest hill range in
the state bordering Mizoram. Express

in the past, officials said.
InJanuary, the Centre signed a
quadripartite agreement to re-
solve the Bru displacement crisis
in Tripura, and announced that
over 33,000 migrants living in six
relief camps since 1997 would be
settled in the state. There hasbeen

little progress so far.

“The families were identified
based on ration cards. However,
Bru forums are claiming ration
card records were of 1997 and
families have split and expanded
since then. They are seeking a
fresh survey,” a senior official said.

Significantly, Bru forums have
been demanding that they be re-
settled at Phuldungsai and nearby
areas. Adozen forums represent-
ing Brus recently wrote to Tripura
Chief Secretary Manoj Kumar,
identifying themselves as “non-
Mizos” and demanding urgent
boundary demarcation.

“We, the non-mizo commu-
nities under Jampui Hill RD block
are in full consent to resettle the
Mizoram Bru displaced people
permanently at Bettlingchip,
Phuldungsai as per earlier verifi-
cation to protect the traditional
boundary of Tripura,” they wrote.

While the fresh row may have
beentriggered by the electoral list
prepared by Mizoram, records
show local officials flagged the
matter with the Tripura govern-
ment in the past as well.

In2010,ADewanjee, then BDO
of Jampui Hills block, had in a re-
portsaidastretchofland “measur-
ing 2.5 kms starting from the
Bettlingchhip peak up to the ap-

New Delhi

proachroad of BSFcamp hasbeen
claimed by some people tobe un-
derthe possession of Mizoram...”

Dewanjee added that when
residents approached the Mizo-
ramgovernment, it showed them
a “survey map of 1933 AD where
the said portion of land was reco-
rded under the state of Mizoram”.

North Tripura district admin-
istration officials, however, said
Phuldungsai has been listed as a
Sabulal autonomous district
council village in revenue records
of the state for decades.

“Mizoram claims that the
eastern side of the village on the
other side of a PWD road falls un-
der its jurisdiction. But facts say
otherwise. Tripura runs health
centres,schoolsinthearea,” asen-
ior official said.

Mizoram'’s Hacchek (ST) con-
stituency, under  which
Phuldungsai has been listed, is in
Mamit district. When contacted,
Mamit DM Dr Lalrozama said,
“While I am not immediately

aware of any communication
from Tripuraon thisissue, I believe
the electoral rolls have been pre-
pared in connection with village
council pollsin Mizoram. As far as
Phuldungsai is concerned, one
part of the village comes under
Tripura and another in Mizoram.
Aroad that goes through the vil-
lage connects the two states.”
Incidentally, Mizoram CM
Zoramthanga had in March writ-
ten to Union Minister Amit Shah
and Tripura CM Biplab Deb, say-
ing resettling displaced Brus in
Jampui Hills dominated by Mizos
would defeat the purpose of the
quadripartite agreement.
Meanwhile, Tripura royal
scion Pradyot Manikya Debbar-
man, whois chairman of Indigen-
ous Progressive Regional Alliance,
told The Indian Express thathe had
raised the matter with CM Deb.
“The CM must protect Tripura’s
territorial integrity. At least, the
Chief Secretary should raise this
with his Mizoram counterpart.”
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Covid countin  Gujarat Police arrest 1, claim bid to kill BJP leader
armed forces:

25 deaths, over
12,000 cases

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

THE ARMED forces have recorded
12,640 Covid-19 cases among its
serving personnel so far, of which
4,744 were still in hospital till
Tuesday.

According to data available
till August 17, there were 25
deaths (less than 0.2 per cent),
while the rest were discharged.
While the total number of cases
in India is over 27.67 lakh, the
case fatality ratiois 1.91 per cent.

The case fatality ratio was
higher among retired Armed
Forces personnel - 1,233 total
cases, 131 deaths (over 10 per
cent). While 308 are in hospital,
the rest have been discharged.

Among the dependents of
serving personnel, a total of 1,870
cases were reported, of which 68
died (3.63 per cent), and 522 are
inhospital. The rest have been dis-
charged.

Atotal of 842 dependents of
ex-servicemen have tested pos-
itive so far, of which 65 died (7.71
per cent), 191 are in hospital, and
the rest have been discharged.

While the break-up of the
number of cases for each service
is not available, the Armed
Forces had conducted about 1.74
lakh tests till August 17.

The Army conducted 1,40,202
tests, of which 11,967 were posi-
tive; the Armed Forces Medical
College did 20,203 tests, of which
4,787 were positive; the Indian Air
Force did 9,900 tests of which
1,428 were positive; and the Navy
did 3,513 tests, of which 1,137
were positive.

However, the total number of
tests include those on civilians
too, including over 3,000 people
who were quarantined in vari-
ous facilities set up by the forces.

While the forces have tried to
restrict the caseload by enforc-
ing social distancing and other
measures, the movement of
troops, due to the standoff with
China in eastern Ladakh, posed
additional challenges as there
was the threat of infecting sol-

diers on the frontline.

An Army spokesperson said
“there are two ways of isolation”
to protect soldiers. “Because
there is no physical isolation pos-
sible between soldiers in an op-
erational environment, it is im-
portant to protect the full
module. You socially isolate the
module,” he said.

He said “a body of troops” is
treated as an individual, but
“when there is an entry neces-
sitated, then you have to follow
the same system”. So, a 14-day
quarantine is mandatory for
anyone who has changed his/
her location.

The spokesperson said that
since the “general fitness level” of
Army personnel is “very high”,
there are fewer comorbidities.

IAF spokesperson Wing
Commander Indranil Nandi said
home isolation or institutional
quarantine is mandatory when-
ever any person/ family changes
location, depending on the place
they come from and the mode of
transport.

With the IAF also moving its
personnel in view of the standoff
with China, Nandi said that “while
keeping these common precau-
tions in mind, when people went
from Place A to Place B, they were
not allowed to mix with others
who were already there”. He said
intermingling of people at bars or
the mess was stopped.

“Butitwasensured that oper-
ational readiness was not com-
promised,” Nandi said.

Since May, the Navy has
brought back about 4,000 Indians
from other countries as part of its
Operation Samudra Setu. Navy
spokesperson Commander Vivek
Madhwal said apart from the reg-
ular protocol to be followed on
ships, submarines and establish-
ments, zones were demarcated
inthe ships involved in Operation
Samudra Setu to prevent inter-
mingling of the crew with the
evacuees. “The ships were
equipped with relief, Covid pro-
tection material and medical and
administrative support staff,” said
Madhwal.

Kerala govt changes tack
on CDR, says only needs
tower details of patients

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST 19

UNDER ATTACK from the
Opposition for collecting call
data records (CDR) of Covid-19
patients, the Kerala government
did a volte-face on Wednesday,
saying that police required only
the tower location of patients for
contact tracing.

With Kerala seeing a surge in
Covid-19 cases, the state govern-
ment had earlier this month as-
signed police with contact trac-
ing of virus cases and
management of those under
quarantine in containment zones.
Subsequently, on August 11, the
state police chief had directed the
intelligence wing to collect CDR
of all Covid-19 patients from mo-
bile service providers for contact
tracing. The permission of the pa-
tients was not sought before col-
lecting their CDR.

The decision triggered wide-
spread protest, but Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan had
justified the police action.

However, the government on
Wednesday changed its stand in

the Kerala High Court, which
was hearing a petition by
Opposition leader Ramesh
Chennithala who challenged the
government’s direction to collect
the CDRof all Covid-19 patients.

When the bench of Chief
Justice S Manikumar asked the
government about the purpose of
CDR for location tracking of Covid-
19 patients, Additional Advocate-
General KKRavindranath told the
court that “police require only
tower details where calls are
made and received, and not more
than that. Call records are erased
after 14 days of quarantine”.

The court directed the govern-
ment tofile an affidavit on August
21.Senior advocate T Asafali, who
appeared for the petitioner,
pointed out that collecting CDR of
patients is “illegal, unfair, unjust,
arbitrary, fanciful and oppressive
and is in violation of the funda-
mental rights of privacy of Covid-
19 patients” guaranteed under
Article 21 of the Constitution.

The petitioner said Covid-19
patients are not in a position to
have resorted to any legal reme-
dies of their own for the injuries
suffered by them on account of
the “illegal acts” of the police.

Police say Chhota Shakeel gang sent ‘sharpshooter’ from Mumbai to assassinate former minister Gordhan Zadafia

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, AUGUST 19

THE GUJARAT Anti-Terrorist
Squad (ATS) claimed to have foiled
a bid to assassinate senior BJP
leader and former minister
Gordhan Zadafia, with the arrest
of an alleged sharphooter of the
Chhota Shakeel gang in
Ahmedabad early Wednesday
morning.

They said Irfan alias Kalia
Shaikh, 24, had arrived from
Mumbai on Tuesday for carrying
out the killing. The arrest was a
joint operation by the ATS and
Ahmedabad Crime Branch, which
claimed they were looking for an
"accomplice” of Shaikh'swho had
come to the city with him.

The ATS said Shaikh had been
arrested from Hotel Vinus in the
Old City around 2:30 am on
Wednesday, and was armed and

had fired one round with his pis-
tolinabid toevade officers.He has
been booked under the UAPA,
among other charges.

Zadafia, a BJP state vice-presi-
dent and Y-category protectee, is
currently on a tour of Saurashtra
with newly appointed state party
president C R Paatil. He told The
Indian Express over phone that he
hadbeentold about thearrestand
alleged plot by Minister of State
for Home Pradeepsinh Jadeja. He
said he hadn’t been alerted re-
garding threat perceptions lately.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Crime Branch, Deepan
Bhadran said they had recovered
photos of the BJP state headquar-
ters from Shaikh's phone. “Based
on an input, a team of police offi-
cialsincluding myselfhad reached
the hotel last night to apprehend
the accused... An FIR has been
lodged at the ATS Police Station.
We are currently interrogating

Irfan was arrested from a hotel in Ahmedabad. Express

Shaikh and a preliminary investi-
gation of his mobile phone has
shown he had pictures of BJP lead-
ers and had also done a recce of
theBJP office. Itis believed he was
working for the Chhota Shakeel
gang module and had been given
the contract to assassinate BJP

Swab testing in Mumbai’s Chembur East area on Wednesday. Amit Chakravarty

After sero-survey, study on
virus antibodies begins in Pune

AJAY JADHAV
PUNE, AUGUST 19

AFTER A sero-survey in Pune
found that half the samples of
citizens from five high-incidence
areas had antibodies for coron-
avirus infection, the Indian
Institute of Science Education
and Research (IISER)-led survey
has begun a study to detect
“neutralising antibodies” to un-
derstand how the human body
responds to the virus.

“The sero-survey was com-
pleted from five areas highly af-
fected by Covid-19. It was found
that 51.5 per cent of the 1,664 cit-
izens from whom samples were
collected had developed anti-
bodies against SARS-CoV-2 in-
fection, but this does not indicate
immunity. Thus, the further
study to detect neutralising anti-
bodies that protect from the viral
infection,” said Prof L S
Sashidhara of ISER.

Aurnab Ghose of IISER said
the study on detection of neu-
tralising antibodies is a slow
process and would take at least
six weeks. “The study will be
done from the same samples
collected during the sero-sur-
vey,” he said.

Ghose said the sero-survey
has been done in many cities in

the country and all of them have
been done by ICMR, except in
Mumbai and Pune. “We are not
aware whether a similar study of
detection of neutralising anti-
bodies is being taken up in any
other city,” he said.

Ghose said the sero-survey
has concluded that the infec-
tion is prevalent in all types of
communities. “There is infec-
tion in the hutment, tenement,
apartment and bungalow. Also,
it is prevalent in all sizes of
houses and those with shared
orindependent toilets. It is im-
portant to stress that the infec-
tion is widespread and in all
categories of accommoda-
tions,” he said.

On the low prevalence of an-
tibodies in those above 66 years
of age, he said there might be
various reasons and further
study was required on this. Also,
there is no information on how
long the response of antibodies
lasts.

The sero-survey was jointly
done by Pune Municipal
Corporation (PMC), Savitribai
Phule Pune University (SPPU),
IISER, Translational Health
Science and Technology Institute
(THSTI) of Faridabad and
Christian Medical College of
Vellore with funding from
Persistent Foundation.

100 VENTILATORS
SENTBY US GOVT
ARRIVEIN INDIA

New Delhi: The second and fi-
nal set of 100 ventilators sent
by the US government has
arrived in India, the US em-
bassy has said.

The US Agency for
International Development
had coordinated with the
Indian government and the
Indian Red Cross to complete
their second donation, around
two months after the first set
of 100 ventilators arrived in
the country and was distrib-
uted among all eight AIIMS.
That set was worth $1.2 mil-
lion, USAID had said.

In March, US President
Donald Trump invoked the
Defense Production Actin or-
der to boost the production
of ventilators as part of ef-
forts to deal with the coron-
avirus outbreak.

On Wednesday, US
Ambassador Kenneth I Juster
inapressrelease said, “We are
very pleased to hand over the
final tranche of 100 ventilators
to India, fulfilling President
Trump’scommitment...” ENS

leader Zadafia,” said Bhadran.
Officers close to the investiga-
tion claimed to have found that
Shaikh was in touch with a han-
dler of the Chhota Shakeel gang
onWhatsApp. An ATS officer said
Shaikh had shared videos show-
ing the BJP office at Kamalam

(Gandhinagar) on Tuesday 3 pm
with the said handler. "We have
also got hold of the WhatsApp
chats where they specifically
mentioned Zadafia as the target.”

Sources said they were also
probing if an "ISI module in
Pakistan" was behind the alleged
assassination attempt.

Zadafia told The Indian
Express thataround 2012, he had
informed the Home Department
about three-four unidentified
people following him when he
was travelling in Navsari. “They
had enquired about me ata place
wherelhadjust taken lunch. And
then when I was at the Tithal
beach with my wife and others,
they followed me. Getting suspi-
cious, I had asked my comman-
dos to check them out, and they
had run away. I had not com-
plained in writing, but informed
the Home Department. Since
then, I have not experienced any-

Trust urges people
to donate copper for
building Ram temple

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

THE SHRI Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust, set up to
construct the Ram temple in
Ayodhya, on Wednesday asked
people from the community to
donate copper strips and 2-inch
copper rods for the temple’s con-
struction and said the temple is
being builtinaway to last at least
athousand years.

The Trust's general secretary,
Champat Rai, told the media that
the temple would be builtin 36 to
40 months.

Stating that donating the cop-
per material would be evidence
of the “country's contribution” to-
wards the temple’s construction,
Rai said, “Copper strips have the
ability to stay safe even during an
earthquake. We need (around)
10,000 such strips - at least 18
inches long, 3 mm in depth, 30
mm wide. We will ask the com-
munity to send these strips;
names of their villages, temples,
or mohallas can be carved on
them. This will be evidence of the
country's contribution.”

He said the temple's columns
will have 2-inchrods,and approx-
imately 10,000 such copper rods
will be required. “This will be a
very big contribution from the
country,” he said.

On the construction time-
frame, he said, “We cannot say
when the temple will be built.
Eventhen, atleast 36 months -3
years --(will be required). These
36 (months)can become 40; but
36 (whether it can be) to 35, at
least I cannot say. If someone
says (anexact time-frame), it will
be said that he is being hasty and
doesn’t know enough. The Prime
Minister also considers it (time)

Assam’s Covid
count rises to
84,317; toll at 213

Guwahati: The Covid-19 toll in
Assam rose to 213 on
Wednesday after 10 more peo-
ple died, while the state's case-
load has gone up to 84,317 with
2,116 new infections, Health and
Family Welfare Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said.

Of the fresh deaths, two each
were reported from Kamrup
Metropolitan, Cachar and
Karimganj districts while one
each was registered in
Dibrugarh, Golaghat, Nagaon
and Hailakandi, Sarma said. PTI

Cheating complaint unearths online gambling scam worth crores

RAHUL VPISHARODY
HYDERABAD, AUGUST 19

IT SEEMED like a regular case of
cheating when two persons ear-
lier this month approached the
cyber crime wing of the
Hyderabad police, complaining of
losing Rs 97,000 and Rs 1.64 lakh
respectively to a website dealing
with online gaming — which is
banned in Telangana.

However, the investigation
into the complaints unearthed a
much larger conspiracy, involving
several different websites dealing
with gambling, hundreds of
crores of rupees and at least one
Chinese national.

On August 14, Hyderabad city
police commissioner Anjani
Kumar announced ata press con-

ference that the total value of the
inward transaction on two HSBC
bank accounts connected to the
online gambling was nearly Rs
1,100 crore, with most of the de-
posits taking place in 2020. The
two accounts were frozen, and
police have recovered Rs 30 crore.
Investigations have unearthed
at least 15 such bank accounts,
from which another Rs 20 crore
was recovered as of August 19.
Officials are currently verifying the
volume of transactions.
According to Kumar, people
were lured on to gaming websites
via the Telegram app, and new
people could sign up only through
references. Referring a certain
number of players into the group
also earned people commission.
The case in question required
players to place their bets on

colours and their combinationsin
a game called Colour Prediction
Game, police said.

Investigators initially found a
handful of websites, with domain
names registered in China, used
for this purpose. An official told
The Indian Express that they have
stumbled upon over 500 such
websites as of August 17.

“These websites masquerade
as e-commerce websites selling
shoes, clothes, etc. All of them
have a similar interface and are
operated out of China, Taiwan, etc.
These websites will have alinkin
one corner which takes one to the
actual betting site. While betting
continues to remain banned,
these sites were not banned,” the
official said.

Police have found that the
bankaccounts and payment gate-

ways were linked to several other
firms, all registered with the
Registrar of Companies since
2019. They claim to be dealing
with computer technology and
services. Police suspect that those
involved in the online gambling
racket had registered a pool of
dummy companies, and move
operations from one to another
company, to evade the attention
of law enforcement agencies.
Kumar said the domain name
servers (DNS)of the gaming web-
sites are based out of China and
the data hosting services are
cloud-based in the US and oper-
ated from China. “The payments
were being routed through India-
based payment service
providers/gateways. In this case,
it was PayTM and Cash Free. It is
understood from the investigation

sofar that the companies are con-
trolled through a firm called
Beijing T Power Company.”

Four people have been ar-
rested in the case. Yah Hao, a
Chinese national, was appre-
hended from IGI Airport in Delhi
when he was scheduled to board
aplane to Europe. Three others —
Dheeraj Sarkar of Gurugram, and
Ankit Kapoor and Neeraj Tuli of
Delhi — have also been arrested.

From Yah, police learned that
Beijing T Power has operations in
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Malaysia,
Singapore, Vietnam, Indonesia,
among other countries. “He had
been trying to leave the country
but could not because of the sus-
pension of international travel
owing to Covid-19lockdown...,” a
senior official said.

Police said thatanother three-

four Chinese nationals were to
travel to India, but could not be-
cause of the lockdown.

Ahunt is on for the others in-
volved in the case. Followingleads
to the directors of the companies
connected with the betting racket,
one turned out to be a grocery
store owner. “He claims no knowl-
edge of the company he is linked
to as director or the gambling
racket. He says he just signed doc-
uments which his neighbour
asked him to,” an official said.

The grocer’s statement has
alsoopened possibilities of illegal
use of people’s identities for regis-
tering companies. The police have
also filed for the custody of all ac-
cused persons for further ques-
tioning. Police have also not ruled
out the possibility that Yah could
be a Chinese spy.
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The trust’s general secretary

Champat Rai in New Delhi

on Wednesday. Tashi Tobgyal

to be three years. He does not be-
lieve it is less than that...that
much patience we must have.”

Rai said, “To measure the
strength of the soil, they have
taken the help of IT-Madras and
are taking samples of up to 60
metres under the ground....
CBRI-Roorkee and a professor
from IIT-Madras have taken
measurements on its earth-
quake resistance...this test has
also taken place. There will be
plain concreting (PCC) at 1,200
places between the depths of 30
and 35 metres under the soil. The
CBRI and the IIT-Madras profes-
sor are studying it.”

The Trust is also considering
making “viewing spots”, where
visitors can look at ongoing con-
struction, including objects
found from digging, he said.

On the controversy sur-
rounding the date of bhoomi pu-
jan-some have said that August
5 was inauspicious — Rai said,
“We had decided that whatever
day the PM comes is the most
auspicious day.... Work should be
detailed, according to a plan. In
the world, India’s, and in India
the head of Hindu samaj should
be held high. That is the only in-
tention.”

thing like that,” he said.

The minister of state forhome
under the Narendra Modi-led
state government during the
Guyjarat riots, Zadafia had been a
Z-category security holder till
2013, after which his security was
scaled down. He had deposed in-
camera before the G T Nanavati
and AH Mehta Commissions that
had probed the Godhra train
burning and the riots. In 2007, he
had left the BJP to float his own
party, but returned before the
2014 Lok Sabha elections.

Zadafia said he had full confi-
dence in the Home Department
to carry out a probe in
Wednesday's arrest.

Apart from the UAPA, the po-
lice have invoked attempt to mur-
der and charges under the arms
Act against Shaikh. Officers said
that following his Covid results, he
would be produced before amag-
istrate and his remand sought.

Ayodhya mosque
won't be named
after a ruler, says
Sunni Waqf
Board Trust

AVANEESH MISHRA
AYODHYA, AUGUST 19

TWO DAYS after the district ad-
ministration in Ayodhya handed
over the five-acre plot allotted
for the mosque and started the
demarcation process, the Indo-
Islamic Cultural Foundation
Trust formed by the Sunni Wagf
Board for construction of the
mosque and developing other
public facilities in Dhannipur
village confirmed on
Wednesday that even as a name
for the mosque is yet to be
agreed upon, it was decided that
the “mosque would not be
named after [Mughal emperor]
Babar or any other king, em-
peror or ruler.”

On Monday, the Ayodhya dis-
trict administration started the
demarcation of the land for the
proposed mosque. With the re-
cent developments, the Indo-
Islamic Cultural Foundation trust
is opening two bank accounts to
start collecting money for con-
struction purposes.

Secretary and spokesperson
of the trust, Athar Husain, said
mutation of the land was done
on August 2 and they would get
the physical possession once the
demarcation was done from all
the sides. He added that the de-
marcation process was under
way and it needs to be clarified
that the local administration is
demarking their land as the five-
acre plot is part of a larger state
farm that is around 25 acres.

On the proposed name of the
mosque, he said so far nothing
was decided although there are
reports in sections of the media
is that the mosque may be called
Dhannipur mosque, that was his
“personal suggestion.”

0 lakh may have got virus
in Hyderabad, finds study

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, AUGUST 19

THERE MAY be at least six lakh
people in Hyderabad who have
been infected by coronavirus, a
large number of them asympto-
matic, a study said on
Wednesday.

A study by CSIR-Centre for
Cellular and Molecular Biology
(CCMB) and CSIR-Indian
Institute of Chemical Technology
has said individuals infected by
SARS-CoV-2 shed virus not only
through nasal and oral routes
but also through faeces.

Scientists of both institutes
collected sewage samples from
18 of the 23 sewage treatment
plants (STPs)in Hyderabad to es-
timate the number of people
who may have been infected.
“Based on our study, we can say
thatatleast 2 lakh people are in-
fected in Hyderabad alone,” said
CCMB Director Dr Rakesh
Mishra.

“The study covers about 80
per cent of the STPs in the city
but only about 40 per cent of the
Hyderabad sewage reaches
STPs, and if this data can be used
to extrapolate, the overall num-
ber of potentially infected peo-
ple turned out to be approxi-
mately 6 lakh that is around 6
per cent of the the city’s popu-
lation, which includes sympto-
matic, asymptomatic, and also
recently recovered individuals
in a time window of about 35

days,” he said.
N

The SARS-CoV-2 in sewage
samples is non-infectious, thus
making them suitable for epi-
demiological studies.

The findings are posted on
preprint server MedRxiv, which
is yet to be peer reviewed, said
Dr Mishra.

Asof August 16, 75,600 cases
have been reported in Greater
Hyderabad Municipal corpora-
tion areas.

Health Minister Etela
Rajender said he has asked offi-
cials to go through the study. “I
have asked senior officials to
look into it. I cannot say if so
many people are infected in the
city as of now. We have in-
creased testing already,” he said.

“Our findings clearly indicate
that alarge proportion of the af-
fected individuals are asympto-
matic and did not need hospital-
isation,” Dr Mishra said.

“Such studiesif carried outin
coordination with civicbodies to
identify the hotspots in the city
and monitor the dynamics of the
infection rate can assist the sys-
tem in taking necessary meas-
ures,” he added.

Of the 1,800 million litres wa-
ter used daily in Hyderabad, only
40 per cent is processed at STPs.
For this study, sewage samples
from major STPs were processed
for detecting the presence of
SARS-CoV-2 viral RNA. While vi-
ral RNA is detectable in the inlet
samples, the outlet samples of
STP were largely free from viral
RNA, indicating efficient treat-
ment, the study stated.
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WORDLY WISE
FOREIGN POLICY IS REALLY DOMESTIC POLICY
WITH ITS HAT ON.

— HUBERT H HUMPHREY

ThelndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

REPAIR AND MEND

Delhi’s outreach to Kathmandu, Dhaka is welcome. Engagement
with neighbours needs to be constant and large-hearted

ELHIHAS BEGUN a long-overdue outreach to two important neighbours,

Nepal and Bangladesh, with whom relations have been uneven in re-

cent months. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Nepal counterpart

Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli spoke with each other in a prelude to

Monday's meeting between officials of both sides to discuss the territo-
rial spat over the Lipulekh-Limpiyadhura-Kalapani trijunction. Foreign Secretary Harsh
Shringla’s two-day visit to Dhaka came at a time when the Sheikh Hasina government is
in talks with Beijing for a $1bn loan for a project on the river Teesta. India has tended to take
for granted neighbours with whom it has had traditionally good relations, so much so that
even seasoned foreign policy hands in the Ministry of External Affairs appear to have failed
toanticipate that Nepal's concerns about India's new map last year would escalate, or that
the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019, would provoke problems with Bangladesh. Down
the years, the politics of the states on the borders has played an oversized role in setting,
and skewing, India's foreign policy towards neighbours. Of late, though, the ideology and
politics of the ruling party at the Centre has been a dominant force.

The ruling party at the Centre has sometimes sought to cast foreign policy in the region
as an extension of the domestic ideological project, as for instance, in the case of the CAAin
Assam and West Bengal, neighbours of Bangladesh on either side. Or in the way Nepal is per-
ceived, by virtue of its Hindu majority, almost as a feudatory state. Bangladesh, on the other
hand, must be watched with suspicion for who it might be pushing in over the border. In the
strategic community, too, there has been an impatience with the South Asian neighbours
for not seeing it India’s way. But the neighbours, which have their own vibrant democratic
polities, have sized up India's economic vulnerabilities and security pre-occupations, and
are confidently leveraging the regional big power imbalance to serve their own interests.

Repairing these ties requires the recognition that each nation is an equal, irrespective of
size,and hasits own agency. Inversely, as the biggest country in the region, India must show
alarge-heartedness and generosity that has been missing for too long, replaced by a blunt
transactionalism, in which each country is only a prize in an India vs China match. The en-
gagement has to be constant and continuous, not episodic or in reaction to a Chinese loan
here or with an eye on an election in a particular state. India and Nepal have had the most
progressive relations in South Asia, with open borders and a free intermingling of people,
almost European in vision and scope. India helped in the creation of Bangladesh. Delhi con-
tinues to have strong political and diplomatic relations with these countries. It must mine
itsown strengths, the deep people to people connections, and the shared histories of the re-
gion, to reset ties, not just with Kathmandu and Dhaka but across the region.

JOB OF THE STATE

Instead of reserving employment for ‘children’ of state amid
economic distress, state governments need to be more creative

THTHE COVID-19 pandemic aggravating the economic crisis, an
already existing insular tendency on employment matters has
become more pronounced. On Tuesday, Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan went a step ahead of his prede-
cessor in announcing that all government jobs will be given to

the “children of the state” — last year, the Kamal Nath government had directed indus-
tries in MP to provide 70 per cent reservation to people from the state. The MP chief min-
ister seems to have also gone by the playbook made familiar recently by his counterparts
in Haryana and Telangana. In July, the Haryana government approved a proposal for an
ordinance reserving 75 per cent jobs in the private sector for local people. And, on August
5, the Telangana cabinet approved a policy to reserve 60 per cent of skilled jobs and 80 per
cent of unskilled jobs in “new industries in the state”.

Conversations on reserving jobs for local people predate the pandemic, or the current
economic crisis — the Shiv Sena’s “Marathi manoos” rhetoric is infamous. In the 1990s, the
Gujarat government directed industries to employ 80 per cent local people. The state, how-
ever, stopped short of enacting a legislation on the issue, anticipating legal problems. A 2008
Maharashtra government policy — still in operation — requires industries that seek subsi-
dies toemploy 80 per cent local people. Some other states have used criteria such as language
tests to accord preference to local people. But the dearth of jobs in several sectors in the past
two years seems to have made the nativist sentiment much more strident and conspicuous.

Exigencies created by the economic downturn and the pandemic are, no doubt, com-
pelling. But state-level protectionism is problematic. “Local”, for one, is a contentious cat-
egory that could add to the country’s many fault lines. A long history of jurisprudence
dating back to the 1950s makes the salient distinction between domicile and place of
birth, between the place of education and work. A significant body of work has also un-
derlined the role of labour fluidity in introducing skills, spurring innovation and enrich-
ing the cultural fabric of different regions. Moreover, reserving jobs for local people mil-
itates against the citizen’s fundamental right to move and work freely within India and
the idea of the country as one market. State governments need to talk amongst them-
selves and with each other to address current insecurities, to keep job flows going — pop-
ulist solutions to economic woes could end up doing more harm than good.

103 NOT OUT

The determination with which senior citizens are fighting
Covid-19is an inspiration to younger generations

NKERALA, FOLLOWING the precepts of the ancients, the novel coronavirus gives

due respect to age. Amidst a surge in infections, the state has reported astonish-

ing survival stories of people who are vulnerable due to their age. There was ju-

bilation when a couple aged 93 and 88 recovered and returned to their homes

from the Kottayam Medical College. Then Asma Beevi of Kollam, aged 105, told the
Grim Reaper where he got off. She is the oldest COVID survivor in the state, but not far be-
hind is Purakkatt Veettil Pareed, aged 103, who has just been discharged from the
Government Medical College Hospital in Kochi, emerging in a snappy black sweatshirt of
the sort favoured by people one-fifth his age.

There were so many scare scenarios current in the early days of the pandemic, when
the spread of the contagion was still poorly understood. Among those anxieties was the
very real apprehension about its effect on the elderly, most of whom are compromised
by age-related disorders. But the coronavirus is unpredictable, does not seem to respect
logic. It has brought low young people while sparing many among the elderly, who were
believed to be at maximum risk.

The demographic dividend is attributed to the young, and values energy over expe-
rience. The survival of the elderly, including centenarians, reminds us that these attrib-
utes are not absolute. Indeed, the ageing need far more grit than the young when they face
a foe whose powers remain largely unknown. And every survival in the oldest cohort is
an exhortation, reminding us that we must not underestimate our resilience — the hu-
man factor which makes all the difference.

N

An American Kamala

The black part of Harris’s identity is bound to be
bigger, but the Indian part will not be suppressed

ASHUTOSH VARSHNEY

“YOU HAVE BEEN such a regular customer, so
I hope you won’t mind my question. I know
white and I know black —what are you?” Thus
spoke my dry cleaner in South Bend, Indiana,
in 2000. A small town brought to national at-
tention this year by Pete Buttigieg, the town'’s
former mayor who ran the Democratic presi-
dential primary with distinction, losing finally
to Joe Biden, South Bend also houses the
University of Notre Dame, a great educational
treasure of America’s Irish Catholic commu-
nity. I taught there for two years, 1999-2001.
The dry cleaner’s comment was not offen-
sive or prejudiced — it simply embodied con-
ventional wisdom and reflected curiosity. The
colour of my skin did not align with her pre-
existing understanding of America’s great
racial binary. Historically, one could either be
blackor white, but the space in the middle was
virtually non-existent in the US. It is this mid-
dle space — neither black, nor white — which
acquires significance in light of Kamala Harris's
vice presidential nomination, although it
should also be clear that it cannot compete
with the historical charge of black identity,
which Harris also simultaneously represents.
In 1790, after independence, the US was
roughly 80.7 per cent white and 19.3 per cent
black. In 1960, the proportions were 88.6 per
cent and 10.5 per cent respectively. After the
Immigration Acts of 1917 and 1924, white Eu-
ropeans were practically the only immigrants
into the US (with some Latinos counted as
white). Between 1880 and 1960, the Asian pro-
portion of America remained below 0.3 per
cent. Thatis why, once the indigenous Ameri-
cans were reduced to statistical insignificance,
US history for a long time did not have a third
race. The Hispanics, now 18 per cent of the
country, arrived mostly after the mid-1960s.
How many of the Asians were Indian? In
“The Other One Percent”, Sanjoy Chakravorty,
Devesh Kapur and Nirvikar Singh note thatin
1940, there were only 2,405 Indians in the US,
and although by 1960, when Kamala Harris’s
mother came from Delhi to Berkeley, the num-
bers had climbed, there were still only 12,296
Indians in the US. It is after the 1965 immigra-
tionreform, which abrogated national quotas,
that the non-white immigration rose rapidly.
Indian Americans today number about4 mil-

Because their numbers were
small and their employment
heavily skewed towards the
educated and skilled
professions, Indians have
been invisible in America’s
mass politics. Engineers,
scientists, doctors, business
executives and professors,
Indians have been present in
the middle and upper
echelons of America’s biggest
cities, but not in smaller
towns like South Bend. The
largest concentrations have
been in the metropolitan
regions of New York,
Chicago, Washington, San
Francisco, Los Angeles,
Dallas-Houston and
Philadelphia.

lion,aremarkable increase over 1960, but that
is still only a little over 1 per cent of the US.

Because their numbers were small and
theiremployment heavily skewed towards the
educated and skilled professions, Indians have
been invisible in America’s mass politics.
Engineers, scientists, doctors, business execu-
tives and professors, Indians have been present
inthe middle and upper echelons of America’s
biggest cities, but not in smaller towns like
South Bend. The largest concentrations have
been in the metropolitan regions of New York,
Chicago, Washington, San Francisco, Los
Angeles, Dallas-Houston and Philadelphia.
Average Americans in small towns have little
direct experience of Indians. Almost certainly,
the rise of Kamala Harris will make Indians
more visible in America’s public life. But how
that will happen is complicated, and needs to
be understood in its complexity.

For America’s mass politics, Harris is pri-
marily black and only secondarily something
else. Atone level, thisis quite a paradox. Harris
rarely talks about her father,a blackimmigrant
from Jamaica and a former professor of eco-
nomics. She often speaks of the strong influ-
ence of her Indian mother, who raised herasa
single mom after the marriage broke down.
But it is noteworthy that in addition to giving
her daughter a sense of India, the mother also
emphasised Harris's black roots, making it clear
that the USwould primarily view Kamalaas a
black woman. Such mixed upbringing was
easy in a multi-racial California, but much
tougher in a predominantly white Montreal,
where the mother accepted a job. Harris lived
in Canada for five years, completing her high
school education there.

Inamove whose wisdom and significance
are unmistakable, Kamala went for her BA to
Howard University, a black college established
after the abolition of slavery in the 1860s. What
better way to explore her black identity than
being in a historic black college, surrounded
by black co-students ina hugely formative pe-
riod of one’s life! In partinherited from her fa-
ther, Kamala’s black identity was thus also so-
cially constructed.

If one has both black and Indian ancestries,
as Harris does, the former was always going to
play a bigger role in American politics. The

black community is 12 times larger, it has a
longer and poignant history, and after the Black
Lives Matter movement, its political signifi-
cance has gone up significantly.

Equally important, research shows that
younger Americans are much more racially tol-
erant than their parents were. As Barack
Obama put it, the multi-racial character of
protests after the killing of George Floyd in late
May was qualitatively different from the over-
whelmingly black civil rights movement of the
1960s. Picking a Harris thus sends a message to
the black community that its voice is being
heard, but many non-black Americans canalso
readily vote for such a ticket. Her background
asalawyer and her prosecutorial acumenalso
attract many.

That, however, does not mean that the
Indian ancestry of Harris is politically irrele-
vant. America’s presidentis elected by an elec-
toral college, not by the popular vote. The col-
lege can make some small communities
electorally critical in the so-called swing states,
which often decide the presidency. In 2016,
compared to Donald Trump, Hillary Clinton
polled 3 millions votes more, but she did not
win the college. In the three swing states that
accounted for Trump’s victory — Pennsylvania,
Michigan and Wisconsin — Indian votes can
be hugely important this November, as the
Democratic party has already conceded.
Clinton lost Pennsylvania by roughly 42,000
votes, Michigan by 11,000, and Wisconsin by
26,000. Pennsylvania has over 1,05,000
Indians, Michigan nearly 1,00,000, and
Wisconsinover 25,000. Floridais also expected
to be in play. Trump won it by about 1,19,000
votes and over 1,30,000 Indians live there.(The
number of Indian voters could be lower.)

In short, the black part of Harris’s identity
is bound to be bigger, but the Indian part will
not be suppressed. The logic of demography
and identity,aninescapable partof democratic
politics, shows why the Harris candidacy is
generating excitement. Itis aimed at a multira-
cial America. It is a 21st century American re-
ality Trump is trying to suppress.

The writer is Sol Goldman Professor of
International Studies and Professor of Political
Science at Brown University

THE ROOTED MODERNIST

Forty years later, the art of Ramkinkar Baij remains important and resonant

VANDANA KALRA

THE RATHER GRAINY video of the documen-
tary Ramkinkar Baij: A Personality Study has
the pioneering modernist dressed in his trade-
mark Chinese straw hatand white bush shirt,
being followed by filmmaker Ritwik Ghatak
and his crew. He seems oblivious to their pres-
ence through most of the filming, sketching
profusely even when in conversation with
Ghatak. The artist tells him how he uses his
larger oil paintings to prevent the damaged
roof of his home from leaking when it rains.

Shot in Santiniketan in July 1975, the doc-
umentary remained incomplete as Ghatak
passed away six months later. Nonetheless,
itoffers a glimpse into the persona of the enig-
matic and eccentric genius who is now con-
sidered to be one of India's earliest modernist
sculptors. His means were still meagre when
the Padma Bhushan awardee died 40 years
ago, on August 2, 1980, and it is perhaps only
inthe last two decades that his achievements
and contribution to Indian art and mod-
ernism are being recognised.

At a time when art in India was largely
centred on the British aesthetic and realism,
Baij sought a language that merged social
commitment and traditionalism with cubism
and abstraction. Though he explored west-
ernapproaches, his art was rooted in India —
in the red soil of Birbhum and the tribal in-
habitants of the region, the Santhals, whose
simplicity and resilience he celebrated in two
of his most iconic sculptures — Santhal Family
(1938)and Mill Call (1956). The former is con-
sidered to be the first public modernist sculp-

The non-conformist indeed
believed in the existence of
limitless possibilities. He
experimented with medium
and subjects alike, from
evocative and spontaneous
watercolours, to producing
arguably India’s first abstract
outdoor sculpture, Lampy
Stand. For oil paintings, he
would replace expensive
canvases with bedsheets and
gunny cloths and thinned
local packet colours with
linseed oil.

ture in India, and the latter is reportedly the
last work made by Baij using the technique
of throwing concrete inside the armature.

Born into a family of barbers in Bankura,
Baij had grown up admiring the terracotta
sculptures of the Bishnupur temples and the
idol makers in the region. An active partici-
pant in the Non-Cooperation movement of
1921, upon seeing Baij’s portraits of national
leaders, Ramananda Chattopadhyay, editor
of the Kolkata-based magazine, Modern
Review, had suggested that he learn art at
Rabindranath Tagore's Visva Bharati. It was
here that Baij truly discovered himself. While
Tagore and Nandalal Bose were his teachers,
his peers included Ramendranath
Chakraborty and Binode Behari Mukherjee.
After seeing his first environmental sculpture
in cement-concrete, Sujata, in 1935, Tagore
reportedly said that he be allowed to sculpt
as he wanted across the campus.

The non-conformistindeed believed in the
existence of limitless possibilities. He experi-
mented with medium and subjects alike, from
evocative and spontaneous watercolours, to
producing arguably India’s first abstract out-
door sculpture, Lamp Stand. For oil paintings,
he would replace expensive canvases with
bedsheets and gunny cloths and thinned local
packet colours with linseed oil. If there were
noiron rods to create a frame for sculptures, he
would turn to the humble bamboo sticks.

The artist shared a deep relationship with
the communities around him, who were his
protagonists as well as audience. His students

recallhow when their teacher “Kinkar da” pre-
sented plays of William Shakespeare in the
Kala Bhavan campus, the local Santhal villagers
would be seated before in rapt attention.

Accustomed to autonomy while pursuing
his creative ambitions, rather, unfortunately,
his unconventional sensibilities were not ap-
preciated and accepted by all. Indifferent to
fame and worldly comforts and ineptin money
matters, he far exceeded the estimated time
and budget while working on the seminal
Yaksha-Yakshi statues guarding the doors of
the RBI building in Delhi. The humongous
pieces of Shivalik sandstone used to make
them were famously transported in special
wagons from Kangra valley's Baijnath to Delhi.

As recently as 2017, his Gandhi statue in
Assam was in midst of a controversy when a
politician stated that it should be replaced as
it presented a “distorted image” of Gandhi.
The immediate backlash was similartoonein
1979, when a minister in the West Bengal gov-
ernment suggested that Baij's Tagore bust at
Balatonfiired in Hungary should be replaced
since it didn’t “look like” the Nobel Laureate.
Responding to him, a rather nonchalant Baij
reportedly stated: “Let them smash it, who
cares? didn’t ask them toinstall it.”

Itwas Tagore’s words that he had accepted
as his command. “When you observe some-
thing, grabitlike a tiger by the nape of the neck.
And then, never look back. Those were his last
words to me,” the artist shared with Ghatak.

vandana.kalra@expressindia.com

AuGusT 20,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

UP TENSE

CURFEW WAS STAMPED on five police cir-
cles in the city of Allahabad and the army
carried out a flag march following trouble
in Khuldabad. Another setback was re-
ceived in Aligarh where the police had to
open firing resulting in the death of one
person. The police resorted to firing when
snipers fired at a police party resulting in
injury to a constable. The Chief Secretary
of Uttar Pradesh, Ram Bahadur Saxena, said
that, but for those two incidents the situa-
tion in the state was fast returning to nor-
mal. The curfew was relaxed in few police
thanas in the town of Bareilly where one
person was killed in a stabbing incident

yesterday. A total of 1,100 arrests have been
made.

A CONSPIRACY?

THE INCIDENT AT Allahabad, which could
have proved another Moradabad but for the
timely action taken by the local authorities,
seems to support Home Minister Giani
Zail's apprehensions of an organised con-
spiracy behind these events. Almost on the
same pattern, a pig was used to create trou-
ble but with a small difference that the an-
imal was slaughtered this time. According
to the reports reaching the Union Home
Ministry, when the people were coming out
of the mosque after offering their prayers,

New Delhi

they found the dead animal hanging at the
gates of the place of worship. But when the
people had got in, they did not encounter
the dead pig. The reports reaching the
Home Ministry say that the situation is
tense but under control at Moradabad,
Bareilly, Allahabad and a number of other
places in the state.

ISRAELI ATTACK

ISRAELI TROOPS AND aircraft attacked
Palestinian bases in southeastern Lebanon
late last night and early this morning, to
smash four artillery bases. The attackers
killed 40 Palestinians. Israeli casualties were
two dead and 11 wounded.
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THE IDEAS PAGE

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

In a situation where desperate people

will flock to volunteer for the trial

given the hefty compensation, trial administrators must ensure participants
express genuine consent and are aware of the benefits and risks of

vaccination.

—DAWN

Her right to property

Supreme Court order on coparcenary rights is enormously welcome. But overhaul of social attitudes
and simplification of litigation processes will be necessary

HENA SINGH AND
SWATI PARASHAR

DESCRIBING THE IDEA of natural rights as
“anarchical fallacies” and “rhetorical non-
sense”, English Utilitarian philosopher,
Jeremy Bentham, strongly argued in favour of
positive/legal rights, both for their compre-
hensibility and tangibility. Rights for
Bentham were fruits of the law and of the
law alone. Itis difficult to challenge the scope
of natural rights in a modern liberal demo-
cratic setup without invoking blowback from
the votaries of political accountability, indi-
vidual liberties and those who seek to curb
state power. However, it is imperative that in
order to gain efficacy, natural rights are de-
pendent on progressive legislative interven-
tions and executive capabilities, and, most
significantly, on periodic judicial reviews and
decrees. The expansive judicial interpreta-
tions of the Right to Life under Article 21 of
the Constitution clearly set this out in the
Indian context. Further, contestation be-
tween morality, legalities, customary prac-
tices, social values and norms are character-
istic features of all societies; and it may not be
that easy to settle these differences without
acorresponding change in societal attitudes
and social norms. In this context, the
Supreme Court’s recent judgment granting
coparcenary rights to women requires a nu-
anced understanding.

The judgment delivered by a three-judge
bench of the Supreme Court is praiseworthy
simply for reiterating the idea that women
are born as equals, and that it is the patriar-
chal mindset and embedded customary
practices and traditions that accord them an
inferior status. In real terms, the judgment is
progressive on two counts. First, for high-
lighting the patriarchal practices of the
Mitakshra School of Hindu law — the guiding
force of the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 —
and second, for settling the confusion cre-
ated by two of its own antagonistic judg-
ments in Prakash vs Phulawati (2016) and
Danamma @ Suman Surpur vs Amar (2018)
cases. In the first case, it had ruled that the
amendments to the Hindu Succession Act
(2005) applied only to women whose par-
ents were alive on September 9, 2005, the
date of the notification of the act. In the sec-
ond case, it inferred that coparcenary rights
were birthrights. The Supreme Court has
now set forth the idea that coparcenary
rights are birthrights free from limitations
imposed by the dates of any legal notifica-
tions. As a natural corollary, property inher-
itance rights apply to all women retrospec-
tively from 1956, the year of the codification
of the Mitakshara laws as the Hindu
Succession Act.

What makes this judgment epochal is the
progressive change in the attitude of the
courts, which now appear to be upholding
principles of substantive justice for women
both in theory and practice. Indeed, the
higher judiciary in India has generally been
broad-minded in dismantling patriarchal
practices and institutions. In that sense, the

judicial sojourn that in a way commenced
from the judgment delivered in the case of C
B Muthamma (1979) or Nergesh Meerza
(1981) continues to be persistent in break-
ing stereotypes, be it Sabarimala (2018), or
granting permanent commission to women
officers in the Indian Army.

While the delivery of the judgement is
one thing, its proper implementation quite
another. Admittedly, this judgment accepts
the natural equality of women, but several
issues still need to be addressed.

Theissue of stree dhan, as explained un-
der section 14 (1) of the Hindu Succession
Act 1956, is upturned in the light of this
judgment. For example, the said section
provides that women can acquire property
as afull owner, and it can be carried over or
retained post marriage as stree dhan. There
are cases where the movable property may
have been given to a daughter by her father
as an intentionally undeclared and infor-
mal settlement between his descendants.
At the same time, it is quite true that stree
dhan over time gave way to the unethical
and illegal practices of dowry, but the issue
of stree dhan needs to be explained further
in the light of this judgment. If women are
seen as double beneficiaries of these laws
(through lineage and marriage), can we an-
ticipate that the ruling might impact dowry
transactions that continue despite stringent
anti-dowry laws?

Moreover, the right to possession may
not be easy for women who are married and
do not reside in their ancestral homes.
Property transactions may be more conven-
ient for urban settings. However, it may not
be that easy in the rural context, where most
of the property is in the form of agricultural
land. Most women who may want to claim
their share may end up spending the rest of
their lives in litigation to get their names on
the relevant documents. With patriarchy en-
trenched, itis doubtful if male heirs will share
property-related documents, information or
initiate legal processes in the interest of the

The right to possession may
not be easy for women who
are married and do not
reside in their ancestral
homes. Property
transactions may be more
convenient for urban
settings. However, it may not
be that easy in the rural
context, where most of the
property is in the form of
agricultural land. Most
women who may want to
claim their share may end up
spending the rest of their
lives in litigation to get their
names on the relevant
documents. With patriarchy
entrenched, it is doubtful if
male heirs will share
property-related documents,
information or initiate legal
processes in the interest of
the women family members.

CR Sasikumar

women family members.

Many educated, professional, middle-
class women who have otherwise rejected
patriarchal controls and demands, and
fought against practices such as dowry, have
been denied property rights by their own
families. Most have chosen not to pursue the
legal pathway, which s tedious, lengthy, and
expensive. Most importantly, those who seek
property rights undergo harrowing emo-
tional abuses from their own families for ask-
ing what is rightfully theirs.

On occasion, the law and courts may turn
out to be progressive. However, on no occa-
sion can we expect the society to readily ac-
cede to progressive reforms. The challenge
for economically dependent women in far-
flung rural areas who are denied literacy,
dignity and, sometimes, even a name and
identity, in securing their rights isimmense.
In parts of Bihar we come from, there are ar-
eas where women are still addressed by
their village names or more commonly as
someone’s wife. Family histories have con-
veniently wiped out any references to
women, and what their lives were like, what
became of them, and how they managed to
survive in the absence of support from hus-
bands and children.

So even as we welcome the court deci-
sion, we remain sceptical about its imple-
mentation and its actual benefits to women.
Patriarchal attitudes are changing: Women
are asserting their rights, both in conjugal and
property matters. However, there are signif-
icant cultural, religious, educational barriers
and caste and class inequalities that require a
massive overhauling of social attitudes to
overcome. Besides, litigation processes need
to be simplified and made accessible, inex-
pensive and time-bound, for women to claim
their coparcenary rights if denied.

Singh teaches Political Science at Miranda
House, University of Delhi; Parashar is
Associate Professor at the School of Global
Studies, Gothenburg University, Sweden

NEP, in fact

Policies matter. But those who implement policies matter more

KAPIL SIBAL

AN EDUCATED person is one who con-
tributes to the well-being of others and is not
driven by self-interest. Any education policy,
therefore, must nurture human values that
make anindividual a contributor to the wel-
fare of society. In this context, let us analyse
the mindset behind the new National
Education Policy (NEP) recently announced
by the government.

First, the school syllabus for the current
academic year has been reduced by 30 per
cent because of COVID-19. The chapters
deleted from the curriculum for Class 9 to 12
include federalism, citizenship, nationalism,
secularism and democratic rights. These
chapters perhaps were the most important
part of the syllabus, which instead of being
deleted needed to be emphasised. The NEP
talks about innovative thinking for children
to learn what they wish. The reality is that
this policy is set by mindsets who are op-
posed to the autonomy of the mind. We have
seen recently how voices of dissent are
sought to be silenced by this government by
unleashing terror on our young students.
This mindset is reflected in the way the BJP,
in collaboration with the government and
with the help of ABVP, has sought to inter-
fere in the university system and victimised
those opposed to the diktats of a majoritar-
ian culture. For any education policy to be
successful, freedom of the mind for students
toexpress themselves and discover their ge-
nius is paramount. The government must not

interfere and impose its party’s ideology that
seeks to control rather than celebrate auton-
omy. Incidents in JNU, Jamia Milia, University
of Hyderabad or for that matter, how the
heads of higher educational institutions are
appointed, are all manifestations of an au-
thoritarian dispensation.

The second important attribute of any ed-
ucation policy is that it must not, in the initial
years, be exam-centric. Inmodern education
systems across borders, the teacher is a col-
laborator in the child’s journey of discovery.
The syllabus is not important. Textbooks
limit the contours of knowledge. Policies
must break down the limits of knowledge
and allow children to expand the boundaries
of their mind. Textbooks should represent
the beginning of the discovery of the self and
the universe. The NEP has no roadmap for
such discovery.

Third, we need quality teachers who un-
derstand their role in building character and
careers. Teachers in this country, in terms of
both numbers and quality, are not fully
equipped to discharge their responsibilities.
The reason is there are not enough teacher-
training institutions. The roadmap for edu-
cation has to be firmly entrenched in those
institutions, for the teachers alone can deliver
on the objectives of an enlightened educa-
tion policy. In India, teachers are lowly paid
and teaching is not a profession of priority.
Education being in the Concurrent List makes
itdifficult toimplement policies set out at the

national level unless state governments give
priority to this profession. In the absence of
quality teacher-training institutions and mak-
ing education a national priority, none of the
roles envisaged in NEP can be realised.

Fourth, in the context of the pandemic,
digital connectivity has become an educa-
tional imperative. The government should
have realised this and put in place the nec-
essary infrastructure at least for institutional
connectivity. In fact, the very definition of ed-
ucation must include digital literacy if our
children are to be provided with access to
sources of knowledge.

It may be instructive to note that in the
early years of UPA-II, the government was
considering the Akash tablet for our students.
What was envisaged was a national digital
framework pursuant to the laying of optical
fibre cables to provide connectivity to 2.5
lakh gram panchayats under the National
Optical Fibre Network (NOFN). The govern-
mentrealised the need for our children to be
provided with the necessary connectivity to
be able to access knowledge. While we
started to implement this roadmap, there
was strong opposition to it both from my
party and the then Opposition. It was unfor-
tunate that when people cannot look beyond
their nose, they wish to oppose for the sake
of opposition without realising the benefits
of such an initiative. Today, NOFN has been
renamed BharatNet and the progress of con-
nectivity is woefully slow. Of the 2.5 lakh

gram panchayats envisaged to be connected
under NOFN, only 1.41 lakh have been con-
nected so far.

While there is talk of educational train-
ing and skill development starting at the
school level, there is very little homework
done to standardise the same. It will take a
long time before this is put into practice. We
could have easily provided alternative solu-
tions by setting up vocational and training
centres in collaboration with industry.

In the area of higher education, again the
visionis far removed from what we have wit-
nessed since 2014. The NEP may talk about
emphasis on research and setting up a re-
search fund but considering what we have
seen so far, the funding will only go to insti-
tutions which toe the government’s line.

The NEP envisages that publicinvestment
in education would be raised to 6 per cent of
the GDP. However, under this government,
expenditure on education as a percentage of
the Union budget has declined from 4.14 per
cent in 2014-15 to 3.2 per cent in 2020-21.
Expenditure on education by the Centre and
states as a proportion of GDP is 3.1 per cent
in 2019-20 which remained stagnant at 2.8
per cent since 2014-15.

Policies matter. But those who imple-
ment policies matter more. With the pres-
ent mindset, the NEP may be providing hope
but only on paper.

The writer is a former Union HRD minister

[.essons from
Wangdung

From the pro-active forward positioning of
Indian forces against China in 1986, political and
military benefits accrued

IN AN ARTICLE 25 years ago, after the resolu-
tion on August 20 of the Wangdung intru-
sion along Sumdorong Chu, I had asked:
‘Why are we quitting our territory?’

The question can be asked again. A study
of Wangdung near the infamous Thagla
Ridge — 20 km south of McMahon Line and
beyond the limit of Indian patrolling —is in-
structive after the PLA incursions in eastern
Ladakh. If only civilian and military officers
had examined the earlier intrusion — the
rapid reaction of local military command-
ers, swift concentration of forces, offensive
spirit in dominating Wangdung and a firm
negotiating strategy — we could have
avoided the present fait accompli.

OnJune 16,1986, the PLA pre-emptively
occupied Wangdung, a seasonal post that
used to be held by the Subsidiary
Intelligence Bureau. 12 Assam and 9 Guards
occupied the Lungrola and Hathungla
Ridges by early July and by October, with for-
ward elements of 12 Assam establishing
posts along four spurs surrounding
Wangdung — two forward checkposts 150
yards from those of the PLA were created.
12 Assam was replaced by 3/5 Gorkhas. Had
local commanders not been proactive, the
PLA would have sneaked up to Lungrola-
Hathungla Ridges, as it did recently in
Galwan, Pangong Tso and Depsang. By
September 1, Exercise Falcon was launched
to deploy and air-maintain two mountain
divisions in a more strategic version of
India’s 1960 forward policy, like the three di-
visions posted now. Tawang which had no
troops in 1962, was held with five infantry
brigades at the peak of the face-off. India was
able to exercise, for the first time, control up
to its perception of the McMahon Line.
Exercise Falcon was followed in 1987 with
Exercise Chequerboard when the entire
northern front was war-gamed in each of
the three northern, central and eastern army
commands facing China.

China asked for a mutual withdrawal in
late 1986 but the Indian Army rejected it asit
needed time to execute a forward policy. In
1993, India proposed a withdrawal to ridge-
lines separating Sumdorong Chu — the PLA
toZanglaRidge and Indian troops to Lungrola
Ridge — but the Chinese feared this would
legitimise McMahon Line. The Indian Army’s
aggressive deployment was against the ad-
vice of the China Study Group and Ministry
of External Affairs as PLA encroachment was
beyond the Indian limit of patrolling, akin to
the present locations of patrolling points.

From the pro-active forward position-
ing of Indian forces, a slew of political and
military benefits accrued: Completion of
forward deployment up to McMahon Line;
moral ascendency over the PLA; PM Rajiv
Gandhi's visit to Beijing in 1988 and forma-
tion of aJoint Working Group; PM Li Peng’s
visit to India in 1991; the Peace and
Tranquillity agreement in 1993 and Army
Chief Bipin Joshi’s visit to China in 1995.
China recognised India as a strong and ris-
ing power, which invested up to 4 per cent
of its GDP in defence.

Talks on disengagement resulted in a

breakthrough nine years later on August 19-
20, 1995, during the eighth JWG at New
Delhi. India’s negotiating strategy was firm:
The vacation of Wangdung was to be with-
out prejudice to each other’s claim lines;
those who advanced first, withdraw first—a
PLA principle which was applied at Doklam;
forces to withdraw to their original positions;
mutual and equal security and mutual un-
derstanding and mutual accommodation,
both derived from the 1993 border protocol.

Writing in the Pioneer on September 3,
1995, former foreign secretary, A P
Venkateswaran, called the mutual with-
drawal a historic step. On August 29, former
foreign secretary, ] N Dixit, also called it a
positive turn in The Indian Express. But
Deputy Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, BJP's Jaswant Singh, asked the gov-
ernment: Why are we withdrawing from
our own territory? Similar questions are be-
ing asked by Rahul Gandhi today.

Clearly, the terrain and internal lines of
communication favoured India at
Wangdung while multiple intrusions ex-
tending over 250-km in Ladakh recently
caught military commanders off guard. Due
to the COVID-19 pandemicand intelligence
and operational failures, India was stunned
by PLA intrusions and reacted tardily and
timidly. At Depsang (2013), Chumar (2014)
and Doklam (2017), India was able to work
out a complete withdrawal of the PLA. At
Doklam too, though India enjoyed an over-
whelming terrain and logistics advantage,
it failed to stop PLA from building fortifica-
tions after disengagement. The PLA returned
a few months later to continue building a
strategic road in the disputed territory but
India did nothing. After disengaging mini-
mally, the PLA has dug down on the Indian
side of the LACin Ladakh.

India’s negotiating strategy did not factor
inthelessons from Wangdung and Doklam.
Military commanders, not high-level polit-
ical engagement, set the parameters for
withdrawal. Acomplex China-dictated tem-
plate has permitted the PLA’s cosmetic dis-
engagement and unilaterally shifting the
LAC westwards, annexing Indian territory
while Indian soldiers are quarantined in
buffer zones. The Chinese are even refusing
todiscuss their deepest intrusion at Depsang
and the restoration of the April 19 status quo
anteis off the table. India failed to front-load
the principle of disengagement/withdrawal
without prejudice to each other’s claim lines
while insisting on de-induction to original
positions. Northern Army Commander Lt
General Y KJoshi's statement on July 25 —
we shall continue all efforts to restore status
quo ante along LAC — confirmed Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh’s pessimism on the
outcome of talks.

The Wangdung counter-intrusion offen-
sive action was a positive turning point in
India-China relations — a case of aggressive
border management by 4 Corps. Now, the 14
Corpsis stumped by the PLA's refusal to fully
implement disengagement, potentially
transforming the LACin Ladakh into an LOC
atimmense cost for India. On August 15, PM
Narendra Modi was being economical with
the truth while describing the situation along
the LACafter ordering the taking down of the
details about the same from the MoD web-
site. The salvo of “befitting replies” will not
impress the Chinese as our ambassador in
Beijing pleads with Chinese officials for the
restoration of the April 19 status quo ante.

The writer, aretired Major General, was part
of the Sumdorong Chu monitoring teamas a
member of Defence Planning Staff

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

BLINKERED ATTITUDE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘New policy,
old mindset’ (IE, August 19). Like the
other much-touted policies and schemes
of the NDA, the National Education
Policy 2020 has inherent shortcomings.
One problem s that the policy is not clear
on how to have qualified teachers toen-
sure quality education, given the govern-
ments' neoliberal economic policies. This
isbecause it will be difficult toensure the
implementation of the model service
conditions mentioned in the policy in
private educational institutes. In fact, the
NDA's blinkered attitude could be the
bane of quality education.

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

NAGA ACCORD WOES

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Peace is
precious’ (IE, August 19). Nagaland
Governor R N Ravi's unwarranted en-
croachment of authority has compli-
cated the long-standing Indo-Naga prob-
lem. The Centre needs to take the
people's concerns on board, reiterate its
commitment to finalising the Naga ac-
cord and re-engage with the NSCN (I-M)
without giving in to arbitrary demands.

Shib Sankar Paul, Nadia

IDEAS
ONLINE
ONLY IN THE EXPRESS

o-WHY WE NEED SERO-
SURVEYS:
VINEETABAL AND
SATYAJIT RATH

@ CALLING CONTEMPT BY
ITSNAME: HITESH JAIN

www.indianexpress.com

AGE BAR

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Make it
same’(IE, August 19). Increasing the min-
imum age of marriage for women is an
appreciable step. Inmany rural areas, girls
aremarried offas soonas they turn 18. At
this age, a girl is still an adolescent. Girls
experience a lot of physical, hormonal
and emotional changes during this age.
Educationisalsoimportanttolet girls un-
derstand what they exactly want in life.
Ayushi Singh, Agra

New Delhi
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JAMMU & KASHMIR

Centre set to withdraw 10,000 paramilitary troops

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

THE CENTRE has ordered with-
drawal of 10,000 paramilitary per-
sonnel from Jammu and Kashmir,
the single-biggest reduction of
troops from the Union territory si-
nce their presence was stepped
up around August 5 last year.

The Ministry of Home Affairs
has asked the CRPF, BSF, CISF and
SSB to cumulatively withdraw

100 companies. Sources said 40 of
these belong to the CRPE. Mean-
while, CISF, BSF and SSB will each
see 20 companies withdrawn.

The development comes even
as militant activity continues in
the Valley, with forces regularly
coming under attack.

Sources said the latest order
will not weaken the security set-
up there are enough forces in the
Valley. This, however, is the biggest
reduction in one go, they added.

In the run up to the revoca-

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

T

LT NAVDEEP
SINGH, AC
(POSTHUMOUS)

gallant act.

LT NAVDEEP SINGH, AC (POSTHUMOUS)
(08 JUN 1985 - 20 AUG 2011)
Lt Navdeep Singh, Ashok Chakra laid down his life
while fighting against an infiltrating terrorist
column during “OPERATION BAGTOR” in J&K. In
[ the truest tradition of the Indian Army, Lt Navdeep
Singh led from the front and displayed exemplary
courage and conspicuous bravery. He will always
be remembered and missed by all of us in the
Ordnance Corps for his supreme sacrifice and

DG OS & Sr Col Comdt and all rks

of the AOC

tion of Jammu and Kashmir’s
special status last year,and in the
days ahead, the Centre had dis-
patched more than 700 compa-
nies (70,000 personnel) of para-
military forces to Kashmir. These
were in addition to the over
60,000 paramilitary personnel
stationed in the Valley all
year round.

“So, in real terms, the reduc-
tion will not make much of anim-
pact on the ground,” a Jammu
and Kashmir Police officer said.

Over the last few months, the
Centre has been regularly with-
drawing forces from the Valley.
Thesereductions have beenin the
range of five to 10 companies.

Sources said the reductions are
being carried out to meet needsin
other parts of the country. “Bihar

elections are coming. Forces will
be needed there,” asecurity estab-
lishment officer said.

AHome Ministry official said:
“Too much force had been de-
ployed in anticipation of law and
order situation in the wake of the
revocation of special status. This
created an accommodation prob-
lem and has led to a spike in
Covid-19infections among forces
which have been requesting for
reduction in deployment.”

Another official said forces in
such large numbers were not re-
quired anymore as the past year
had not thrown up any serious
law and order challenge. “Forces
had been rushed in anticipation
of large-scale stone-pelting.
Covid has ensured that nobody
isonthe streets,” the official said.

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN
WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD
0/o Chief General Manager (Engg), PCC-1, Khairatahad, Hyderabad, Telangana State-500004

e- PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

e -Tender Notice
No. & Date

Name of Work

Approximate Estimate

BSY rivals in BJP trying to use Bengaluru
violence to topple him, says Siddaramaiah

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU,AUGUST 19

FORMER CHIEF minister and
leader of the Congress in Karn-
ataka legislature Siddaramaiah
has alleged that rivals of Chief
Minister B S Yediyurappa in the
BJP are using the recent violence
in east Bengaluru to undermine
the chief minister.

“BJP is clearly divided into 2
factions.One thatis closer toRSSis
trying to take the advantage of
Kaval Byrasandraincident to top-
ple BSY’s position,” Siddaramaiah
tweeted.

A protest against a “deroga-
tory” social media post allegedly
put out by the nephew of Akha-
nda Srinivas Murthy, Congress
MLA from Pulkeshinagar, turned
violenton August 11. The mob, al-
legedly comprising several sup-
porters of the Social Democratic
Party of India, attacked the DJ Halli
police station and a house belong-

Siddaramaiah

ing to the MLA. Three youths were
killed in police firing during the vi-
olence and a fourth died three
dayslater fromanon-bulletinjury.

The BJP and Congress have bl-
amed each other for the violence.

State Home Minister Basavaraj
Bommai has said internal differ-
ences among Congress leaders
and SDPI are behind the violence.

State BJP president Naleen
Kumar Kateel has accused the
Congress of indulging in vote bank
politics. “When the home of a
Dalit Congress VILA has been at-
tacked by a group of goondas from

the minority community, Cong-
ress leaders, instead of standing
up for their own MLA, are speak-
ingin favour of the minority com-
munity to protect their vote bank.
This shows how much regard they
have for social justice,” he said.

SDPI activists have claimed
thatthe violence erupted after the
DJ Halli police delayed filinga com-
plaint against the MLA's nephew
PNaveen Kumar after he allegedly
putout the “derogatory” post.

The Congress has accused the
BJP of failing on the law and order
front. “The investigation should
start from the failure of the intel-
ligence department. If this inci-
dent, according to BJP is pre-
planned then why did this not
come to the notice of the intelli-
gence department? Whatwas the
reason for the delay in filing case
against Naveen?” Siddaramaiah
tweeted.

“IfSDPIisinvolved, letthembe
punished. BJP leaders are using
SDPI as a pawn for political rea-

Contract Value

CT/Dvr

Sashastra Seema Bal fondly
remembers and cherishes the
valiant contribution of brave
hearts CT/Dvr Nilambar
Baruah and CT/Dvr Nabjit
Talukdar of 15th Bn. SSB who
laid down their life in a
militant attack while fighting

CT/Dvr for the nation on this day in
Nilambar Nabjit the year 1999 at Lal Chowk,
Baruah Talukdar Srinagar. Their courage and

valor would continue to

inspire generations of personnel in SSB.
We remain indebted to the supreme sacrifice of these brave soldiers.
SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL

PCC-1/Zone-3-
Sew-Imp./Pack-1/
2020-21, dated:

19.08.2020.

Package-I.

Rehabilitation, Strengthening and Improvement
EP.No.05/CGM(E)/| of Sewer Network in Zone-1ll area of core city -
Manufacturing, supply, lowering, laying,
jointing, testing and commissioning of RCC
NP4 Class pipe sewer mains, sub-mains
and SWG pipe laterals in N1, N2, N3, N4, N5,
N7 & N11 catchments of Zone-Ill, Core City -

Rs.114.86
Crores

https://tender.telangana.gov.in

(1) The bid documents download starts online from dt: 24.08.2020. (2) Name
and address of Chief General Manager (Engg), concerned- Chief General
Manager (Engg), Project Construction Circle-l, HMWSSB, Khairatabad,
Hyderabad - 500004. (3) The contractors/firms are requested to upload the
information in the 'ZIP' format preferably. (4) Further details can be seen @

Sd/- Chief General Manager (Engg), PCC-I, Khairatabad, Hyderabad, Telangana State-500004.

BIHAR STATE BUILDING CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION LTD, PATNA

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
RFP INVITING NOTICE NO. — 07 (Cons.) /2020-21

www.bsbccl.bih.nic.in.

Request for proposal are invited for hiring for Desktop Computer with
licensed MS Office & Auto Cad Software, Plotter & Operator under two bid
system i.e. technical bid and financial bid. Details descriptions of the item and
instructions for submitting the offer can be procured from office of Chief General
Manager during working hours or can be downloaded from website

Bidders may submit their sealed offers to office of Chief General Manager,
BSBCCL Shastrinagar, Patna, 800023 up to 16:00 hrs on 21-09-2020 and the

sons to divide Muslim votes...
Instead of identifying the actual
culprits, BJP leaders are more in-
terested in targeting the Congress
party. They see politics in all
crises,” he added.

Meanwhile, police Wednes-
day questioned the Congress
MLA for over four hours with re-
gard to circumstances surround-
ing the social media post al-
legedly put out by his nephew —
the MLA claims his nephew is es-
tranged from him. Sources said
police questioned the MLA about
the whereabouts of one of his as-
sociates who has gone missing
since the violence. The MLA said
the associate may have gone into
hiding out of fear, said sources.

Police have also questioned
two Congress city councillors
from Pulkeshinagar constituency
— Sampath Raj, a former Mayor,
and ARZakir over mobilisation of
crowds involved in simultaneous
violence in different parts of the
constituency on August 11.

Medical aspirant dies by
suicide in Coimbatore

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,AUGUST 19

NORTHERN RAILWAY

technical bid will be opened before the representatives of the bidders at 16:30
hrson the same date.

A pre-bid meeting has been organized to clarify terms and conditions, if any,
inthe office of the undersigned at 16:00 hrs on date 05-09-2020.

The Under signed reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals
withoutincurring any obligation to inform the affected bidders of the grounds.

Chief General Manager
Bihar State Building Construction
Corporation Ltd. Patna

PR. No. 005017 (Ni.Ni) 2020-21
e PR S Hde # figa e wd wwan 3
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@ LONAVALA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
= LONAVALA - 410401

A19-YEAR-OLD woman in Tamil Nadu’s Coimbatore
city died by suicide Tuesday, the police said, adding
that she wanted to pursue a medical course and her
entrance examination was coming up shortly.

An officer at R S Puram police station near
Coimbatore said R Subhshri locked herself in her
room before noon and did not come out for hours.
Her parents broke open the door and found her hang-
ing. “Her parents said she was preparing for NEET for
the past two years and was also attending classes at
a private coaching centre. She was depressed and
had severe anxiety about the upcoming exam,” the
officer said. He added this was this was her second at-
tempt at the medical entrance.

Her death came a day after the Supreme Court
dismissed pleas seeking postponement of JEE Main
2020 and NEET undergraduate examinations—
which are scheduled to be conducted in September
amid the pandemic. A case has been registered. Police
have sent her body for a post-mortem examination.

Another wall at
Visva-Bharati

Tender Notice

No. CIID/SLR/Tender/2020 (Part IV) Date: 19.08.2020

The Senior Divisional Commercial Manager/Freight, Northern Railway, New Delhi invites E-tender for the contract of leasing of SLR/SLRD space in the following trains

originating from various stations over Delhi Division.

Tender Opening Date:- 21.09.2020
Tender
Comptt. Cost
NS' Train Station From Station To (SLR/ (Toﬁﬁes) Days of operation (';':') (iE'!I{Z ) Including Tender No.
- SLRD) : 7| GST@18%
(inRs.)
1 | 02310 | NDLS (New Delhi) RJPB (Rajendra Nagar) Fl 3.9 Daily 20511 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-02310-Aug20
2 | 02230 | NDLS (New Delhi) LJIN (Lucknow Jn.) Fl 3.9 Daily 8845 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-02230-Aug20
3 | 02392 | NDLS (New Delhi) RGD (Rajgir) Fl 04 Daily 18130 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-02392-Aug20
4 | 02392 [ NDLS (New Delhi) RGD (Rajgir) Fll 04 Daily 18130 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI1-02392-Aug20
5 | 02304 | NDLS (New Delhi) HWH (Howrah Jn) Fl 3.9 Sunday, Wednesday | 23184 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-02304-Aug20
Thursday & Saturday
6 | 02382 | NDLS (New Delhi) HWH (Howrah Jn) Fl 3.9 Monday, Tuesday & | 22385 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-02382-Aug20
Friday
7 | 02618 NZM ERS (Ernakulam Jn.) Fl 04 Daily 37665 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-02618-Aug20
(Hazrat Nizamuddin)
8 | 02618 NZM ERS (Ernakulam Jn.) Fll 04 Daily 37665 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI1-02618-Aug20
(Hazrat Nizamuddin)
9 | 02182 NZM JBP (Jabalpur) RI 04 Daily 15352 | 100000 1180 SLR-RI-02182-Aug20
(Hazrat Nizamuddin)
10 | 02963 NZM UDZ (Udaipur) Fl 04 Daily 12716 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-02963-Aug20
(Hazrat Nizamuddin)
11| 02963 NZM UDZ (Udaipur) RI 04 Daily 12716 | 100000 1180 SLR-RI-02963-Aug20
(Hazrat Nizamuddin)
12| 02284 NZM ERS (Ernakulam Jn.) Fl 3.9 Saturday 44491 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-02284-Aug20
(Hazrat Nizamuddin)
13| 02156 NZM HBJ (Habibganj) Fll 04 Daily 11954 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI1-02156-Aug20
(Hazrat Nizamuddin)
14| 02156 NZM HBJ (Habibganj) RI 04 Daily 11954 | 100000 1180 SLR-RI-02156-Aug20
(Hazrat Nizamuddin)
15| 02418 | NDLS (New Delhi) PRYJ (Prayagraj) Fl 3.9 Daily 10947 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-02418-Aug20
16 | 05956 DLI (Delhi) DBRG (Dibrugarh) Fl 3.9 Daily 32976 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-05956-Aug20
17 | 04739 |DEE (Delhi S Rohilla) BKN (Bikaner Jn.) Fl 04 Sunday, Wednesday | 11790 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-04739-Aug20
& Friday
18 | 04739 |DEE (Delhi S Rohilla) BKN (Bikaner Jn.) RI 04 Sunday, Wednesday | 11790 | 100000 1180 SLR-RI-04739-Aug20
& Friday
19| 02463 |DEE (Delhi S Rohilla) JU (Jodhpur Jn.) Fl 04 Sunday, Wednesday | 10711 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-02463-Aug20
& Friday
20 | 02463 |DEE (Delhi S Rohilla) JU (Jodhpur Jn.) Fll 04 Sunday, Wednesday | 10711 | 100000 1180 SLR-FIl-02463-Aug20
& Friday
21| 02463 |DEE (Delhi S Rohilla) JU (Jodhpur Jn.) RI 04 Sunday, Wednesday | 10711 | 100000 1180 SLR-RI-02463-Aug20
& Friday
22| 02286 NZM SC (Secundrabad Jn.) Fl 3.9 Monday & Friday [ 30780 | 100000 1180 SLR-FI-02286-Aug20
(Hazrat Nizamuddin)

Interested bidders may please visit official website for E-tendering i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for further details and submitting tender.

Important Note:

1. Bidders who wish to participate in the e-tendering will have to procure class-3 valid Digital Security Certificate (DSC) as per Information Technology Act, 2000. Bidders can
procure this certificate from any of the certifying authority of Controller of Certifying Authorities (CCA) Government of India. Details of certifying authorities can be obtained
from www.cca.gov.in.

2. The bidder has to register, if not registered earlier with www.ireps.gov.in using DSC to participate in tender process. Detailed procedure for registration, system
requirements and bidding are also available on www.ireps.gov.in.

3. Railway Administration reserves the full and absolute rights to short terminate these tenders/contracts at any point of time (or for taking any decision regarding the
discontinuation/continuation of these tenders/contracts with modified /additional terms and conditions) depending upon the continuation/discontinuation of these special
trains or commencement of corresponding regular train services. 1802/2020

@ e DL NS e PN, AN TENDER NOTICE B 2

Online percentage rate tenders in 'B-1' form are invited by the Chief Officer, :
LONAVALA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, for the following work from interested any | | (T188€TS protest
contractors. The name of work, estimated cost, earnest money, security deposit,
time limit for completion etc. are as under. SANTANU CHOWDHURY
Sr. Name of Work Tender Cost| Earnest Time Tender SANTINIKETAN, AUGUST 19
No. (Rupees) Money Limit Form
Deposit Fee ANOTHER WALL being built by
(Rupees) (Rupees) the Visva-Bharati University in-
1. |Construction of Shopping |31029557.00310300.00| 24 | 2500.00 ;‘g‘ielstts Cabr;’puﬁeg’i?emnffd o
Centre on R.S.No. 66, gt Calender Santiniketan and the university's
Lonavala, Tal. Maval, Dist. Months alumni on Wednesday.
Pune for Lonavala (Twenty The nine-foot wall is being
Municipal Council Four) built to separate Sangit Bhavana
(Institute of Dance, Drama and
TENDER SCHEDULE _ Music) and residential areas.
Sr. Stage Start Expiry The protesters said the wall ran
No. 9 Date Time Date Time counter to the institute’s legacy
: ; and philosophies of Rabindranath
1. | Tender Download 24/08/2020|14:00 [17/09/2020(15:00 Tagore, who founded Visva-
2. | Bid Submission 24/08/2020|14:01 {21/09/2020(17:00 Bharatiin 1921.They sang Tagore’s
3. | Pre-Bid Meeting at the office of  [10/09/2020(12:00 songsand held placardsdenounc-
C.O.. LMC ing the university’s move.
— : Phalguni Mukherjee, an eld-
4. |Bid Openlng 23/09/2020(15:00 er]yprotesterY said, “We have al-

Detailed terms and conditions and other tender documents can be downloaded
from website http://mahatender.gov.in. Tender by Location Lonavala. Earnest
Money and Tender Form Fee should be paid Online only. The Bidder should
also submit hard copy of all documents which the have uploaded as per tender
at LMC on the last date by 12.00 p.m.

[LMC/PWD/TEN/20-21/1282/Dt.19/08/2020]

ways known Visva-Bharatiasan
open-air institute which never
believed in erecting walls. It is a
place for free thinking and learn-
ing modelled by Rabindranath
Tagore. The university did not
even intimate the residents be-
fore erecting the wall.”

Sd/-
CHIEF OFFICER
Lonavala Municipal Council
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www_ haryanaeprocurement gov.in or www.etenders, hry nlein

7= ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE COUNCIL FOR SCIENCE &
"1 'J' TECHNOLOGY (DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE & "
3 TECHNOLOGY) GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH

ESS-SECTOR, ITANAGAR-791113

Dated Itanagar, the 17th August, 2020

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

The Project Director, DBT-APSCS&T Centre of Excellence for Bioresources and Sustainable
Development, Department of Science & Technology, Government of Arunachal Pradesh, Kimin
on behalf of Director cum Member Secretary, Arunachal Pradesh State Council for Science and
Technology (APSCS&T), Department of Science and Technology, Government of Arunachal
Pradesh, ltanagar invites sealed Expression of Interest (EOI) from competent public/private
Agencies/Organizations/Companies having expertise in establishing State-of-the-Art
Orchidarium / Conservatory for “Establishment of one “State-of-the-Art Ex-Situ Orchid
Conservatory (600 sqm)” in DBT-APSCS&T Centre, Kimin-791121, Arunachal Pradesh
and another 5 (five) small orchid production units each measuring 80 sgm in different
parts of Arunachal Pradesh” on Turnkey basis.
The Agencies/Organizations/ Companies should have the following minimum eligibility criteria;
1. Valid Company Registration under Companies Act 1956.
2. Expertise and experience in execution of similar research facilities.
3. Income Tax Registration
4. GST Registration
Last date for submission of EOI in the prescribed format is within 21 days from the date of
publication of this notice up to 1400 hrs. Sealed envelope containing EOl mentioning "EOI for
Establishment of State-of-the-Art Ex-Situ Orchid Conservatory" on the top cover should be
submitted to;
The Director cum Member Secretary
Arunachal Pradesh State Council for Science & Technology
Department of Science & Technology
Government of Arunachal Pradesh ESS-Sector, ltanagar-791113
Arunachal Pradesh
Applicants meeting the qualification criteria may be invited for presentation / proposal before
the selection committee. Bid Document will be subsequently issued to the short listed
applicants only. For details please visit www.ardst.arunachal.gov.in/advertisement.
APSCS&T or any of its designates reserves the right to cancel this request for Eol and/or invite
afresh with or without amendments, without liability or any obligation for such request for Eol
and without assigning any reason. Information provided at this stage is indicative and
APSCS&T reserves the right to amend/add further details in the Eol.

| ai |

No. SC(DBT)-610/2018-19

Sd/-
Project Director
DBT-APSCS&T Centre

DIPR/ARN/11997 Kimin

New Delhi
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

C#&VID-19 VACCINE TRACKER

Australia to make vaccine
free for all its citizens

AUSTRALIA HAS said once a vaccine for
the novel coronavirus becomes avail-
able, it will offer it free to all its citizens.
Australia has entered into an agree-
ment with pharmaceutical company
AstraZeneca for securing access to the
vaccineitis developingin collaboration
with Oxford University.

“If this vaccine proves
successful, we will manufac-
ture and supply vaccines
straight away under ourown
steam and make it free for 25
million Australians,”
Australia’s Prime Minister
Scott Morrison was quoted as
saying ina BBCreport.

So far, a little over 23,000 people
have been infected with the novel coro-
navirus in Australia, and there have
been more than 430 deaths.

CHINESE VACCINES: State-owned
Chinese company Sinopharm has
claimed that a candidate vaccine it is
developing for the novel coronavirus
would be available in the market by

December this year, and would be
priced lower than 1,000 yuan (about Rs
10,000) for two doses, according toare-
portin The Global Times.

The vaccine being developed by
Sinopharm is in phase-3 human trials
which are being carried outin the UAE.
Itisone of the six Chinese vaccines that

Administration. The CanSino vaccine
has already been approved for use on
Chinese soldiers, without undergoing
phase-3 human trials. The company is
planning to launch phase-3 trials in
Saudi Arabia and Mexico.

The newspaper report said the
company, in a statement, had claimed
that the grant of the patent further con-
firmed the vaccine’s efficacy and safety.

are currently undergoing hu-
man trials.

In another report, the
newspaper said thata vaccine
being developed by CanSino
Biologicals had been granted
a patent by China’s National
Intellectual Property
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In heart cells, clues why Covid
is severe in the elderly

RESEARCHERS HAVE
published findings that
provide one more clue
about the reason why
Covid-19infection tends
to be more severe with
age. Certain genes in the
body, which play an im-
portant role in allowing
the novel coronavirus
SARS-CoV-2 to invade
heart cells, become more
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Source: Johns Hopkins University,
updated at 11 pmon August 19
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tween Covid-19 and
heart failure. Specifically,
they examined cells
known as cardiomy-
ocytes, which make up
the heart muscle and are
able to contract and re-
lax. Damage to these
cells can lead to heart
failure.

The researchers com-
pared cardiomyocytes

active with age, accord-

ing to the research published in the
Journal of Molecular and Cellular
Cardiology.

When the novel coronavirus first
emerged, it was taken to be primarily
arespiratory illness. But as research
has progressed, it has become clear
that Covid-19 patients, particularly
older ones, are also affected by heart
problems.

An international team of re-
searchers investigated the link be-

25) males and five older (63-78)
males. They found that the genes that
give the body instructions to make
key proteins that the virus uses to hi-
jackthe cell —including the now well-
known ACE2 receptors — were signif-
icantly more active in cardiomyocytes
from the older males. This suggests
thatthereis likely to be anincrease in
the corresponding proteins in aged
cardiomyocytes.

from five young (ages 19-

Source: University of Cambridge

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

What serosurvey results imply

After Delhi & Mumbai, serosurvey results from Pune suggest Covid-19 is far more widespread than virus tests
show. What are the takeaways about the extent of testing, and the extent of immunity in the community?

AMITABH SINHA
PUNE, AUGUST 19

ASEROLOGICAL survey in Pune has provided
fresh evidence that the spread of Covid-19in
India has been much larger than what is get-
ting detected through confirmatory tests.In
Pune, more than 51% of those who were
tested showed the presence of antibodies
specific to the novel coronavirus, suggesting
that about half the population of this city of
4 million could have already been infected.

At the time the serological survey was
carried out between July 20 and August 5,
less than one lakh people in the city had been
found infected in confirmatory tests. The ac-
tual spread could therefore be 20 times larger
than the confirmatory tests have detected.

Earlier serological surveys in Delhi and
Mumbai have also thrown up similar results.
An earlier exercise in Delhi had suggested
that the actual spread could be 40 times the
number of confirmed cases. A fresh round of
survey in the national capital, the results of
which are have not yet been officially dis-
closed, reconfirms that.

What is the takeaway from these
results?

That testing has been woefully adequate,
despite a huge increase in testing infrastruc-
ture. From a capacity to test just a few hun-
dred samples at the start of the outbreak in
March to more than eight lakh tests a day
now, there has been a massive upgrade inthe
testing infrastructure. And yet, the serological
tests show that a vast majority of the infected
people are still being missed out, particularly
those who are not showing symptoms.

Adequate testing is crucial to contain-
ment strategies. Itis the only method to iden-
tify, and isolate, infected people and their
close contacts. The more the tests, the greater
the chance of detecting infected people, in-
cluding those who are asymptomatic. Timely
isolation of these can prevent transmission to
other people. A higher number of tests,
therefore, has a direct bearing on slowing
down the spread of the disease.

Considering how widespread the disease

Sample being taken for a serological survey in New Delhi this month. Praveen Khanna

is now, going by the results of the seropreva-
lence surveys, the testing capacity would
have to be increased several times to make
any meaningful difference to the growth of
the disease. That is not something likely to
happen overnight. So, while it would still be
important to continue testing as many peo-
pleas possible, itis well past the stage where
testing was the most effective tool to flatten
the growth curve.

What does it mean when so many are
likely infected?

Thereis asilver lining from the lack of ad-
equate testing. Progression towards an infec-
tion level where “herd immunity” begins to
look plausible, it appears, has been faster
than could have been possible if more tests
were being conducted and more infected
people were getting identified and isolated.
The conventional wisdom is that greater test-
ing and isolation slows down disease growth
and delays the achievement of widespread
immunity in the community. The caveat re-
mains: Scientists still do not know the level
of infection in the population at which “herd
immunity” would start to play a role. But
whatever level it is, India has been moving

towards immunity ata community level ata
faster rate than a capability for greater test-
ing and isolation would have allowed.

How do the serological findings relate
with confirmatory test results?

The serological survey in Pune has some
interesting findings. The ward in which the
highest prevalence was detected is also the
one that is now growing at the slowest pace
inthelast couple of weeks. In this area, Lohiya
Nagar, more than 60% of the participants were
detected with antibodies. It would still be pre-
mature to suggest that Lohiya Nagar could be
near to achieving immunity at the commu-
nity level, but scientists can now look at other
areas that are approaching that level of infec-
tion to see whether the disease is behaving
in similar fashion. As of now, there is insuffi-
cient data to make any conclusions.

There are a few other indicators as well.
Cities with very high prevalence rates, like
Delhi, Mumbai or Pune, have already begun
to show signs of slowing down. The growth
rates in Delhi and Mumbai have been declin-
ing for quite some time, while Pune is just be-
ginning to join the trend. The reproductive
number, or R, for these cities has gone below

1.Ris the number of people who get infected,
onanaverage, by analready infected person.
AnR-value lower than 1 would mean that,on
anaverage, not every infected person is pass-
ing on the virus to others. Usually, the R-value
going below 1 signifies the beginning of the
decline of the epidemic, although in the pres-
ent case one needs to be careful about mak-
ing such conclusions since the pandemic is
still on, information is still evolving, and R-
values are only estimates.

But the drop in the growth rates, and in
R-values, correlates well with what is ex-
pected when about half the population has
already got the infection. The pool of unin-
fected people reduces progressively, and
therefore the transmission rate goes down
because of the availability of fewer people
who can potentially be infected.

But is it not understood that immunity
across a community is not a certainty?

Indeed, there are important caveats. The
serological surveys only reveal the likely ex-
tent of disease prevalence in a population
group. People who have been infected need
not necessarily have developed immunity.
As scientists have been insisting consistently,
getting the infection and developing immu-
nity are two different things. The serological
survey finds out the number of people who
have antibodies specific to the disease. The
presence of these antibodies is an indication
that they were infected at some point of time.

But immunity comes from what are
known as “neutralising” antibodies, or “pro-
tective” antibodies. The serological surveys
do not detect neutralising antibodies. For that,
another test is required. And even though no
case of re-infection has so far been detected,
itis still an open question for investigation.

Immunity at a community level is pos-
sible only if those who have been infected
also develop immunity to the disease. As of
now, we don’t know. That is the next step
of investigation. Scientists are already
preparing to carry out exercises where they
would try to assess whether an infected
person has developed immunity. Until then,
discussions around “herd immunity” would
not be substantive.

How useful are saliva tests for Covid-19?

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

ON AUGUST 15, the US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA)approved anew method
of testing for Covid-19 — processing saliva sam-
ples —and termed it “ground-breaking”.

Israel's Center for Geographic Medicine and
Tropical Diseases, too, has developed a saliva
test that it claims will detect the novel coron-
avirus “inless thana second”, Reuters reported.
That test, however, is still is in the process of
getting regulatory approval.

Whatis asaliva test for Covid-19?

Broadly, there are two types of tests for
Covid-19.0ne type, which detects the virusit-
self, includes the RT-PCR test and the antigen
test. The second is the serological test, which
looks for antibodies developed by the body
against the virus. This determines if a person
has been exposed to the infection, and is used
for surveillance of infection in a community.

Inthe first category of tests, nose and throat
swabs are used as the sampling technique .
After the swab is removed, the sampleis placed
inaviral transport media and is preserved for
analysis. Researchers have developed the
saliva test as a low-cost alternative; the sus-

pected patient has only to spitintoasterile tube
and the sample s then sent it to the laboratory.

In the last few months, the US FDA has
authorised at least five diagnostic tests that
use saliva samples. The first was on May 8 —
emergency-use authorisation to Rutgers
Clinical Genomics Laboratory’s molecular
test, commercially manufactured by
Spectrum Solution. This was after results
showed the device could be used for collec-
tion, transportation, and storage, following
home collection of saliva.

On August 15, the FDA issued emergency-
use authorisation to Yale School of Public
Health’s diagnostic kit, called SalivaDirect. “This
is the fifth test that the USFDA has authorised
that uses saliva as a sample for testing,” it said.

What are the advantages of a saliva test?

First, as noted inayet-to-be-peer-reviewed
study by Yale researchers, saliva “does not re-
quire a certified swab and collection recepta-
cle and does not necessarily have to be ob-
tained by a skilled healthcare provider, both of
which increase diagnostic-associated costs”.
Therefore, cost is the biggest advantage.

Second is accuracy: A saliva test is re-
ported to be prone to less error than has been
reported in nasal swab collection, which
sometimes give false negatives.

Third, the test is less invasive than a proce-
dure that goes to the back of the nose to collect
the swab. It is also safer for healthcare work-
ers who collect the swab. Inserting the swab
into the back of the nose oftenresultsin sneez-
ing and coughing. Spectrum Solution claims
that use of saliva kits delivers an over 90% re-
duction in PPE usage compared to current
swab collections for Covid-19 testing.

Fourth, it is a convenient option that does
not require travelling to a hospital or lab.

Apart from sampling methods, how is
the saliva test different from RT-PCR?

Like RT-PCR, a saliva test too converts the
virus RNA into DNA, then amplifies the DNA
to detect presence of the virus. What makes
the SalivaDirect kit unique is that the Yale re-
searchers have done away with a separate
step or specialised equipment to extract the
virus RNA.

“Our approach can be broadly imple-
mented as it does not require saliva collection
tubes containing preservatives and does not
require specialized reagents or equipment for
nucleic acid extraction,” the Yale study states.

What are the limitations of the saliva test?
Inthe case of the kit developed by Rutgers,
the specimens must be transported and stored

atambient temperature and tested within 48
hours of collection.

Again, the possibility of false negatives re-
mains. As noted by the US FDA, SARS-CoV-2
nucleic acid is generally detectable in saliva
specimens during the acute phase of infection.
“Negative results do not preclude SARS- CoV-
2 infection and should not be used as the sole
basis for patient management decisions.
Negative results must be combined with clin-
ical observations, patient history,and epidemi-
ologicalinformation. Negative results for SARS-
CoV-2 RNA from saliva should be confirmed
by testing of an alternative specimen type if
clinically indicated,” the FDA states.

The Yale researchers have also flagged the
fact that saliva from patients can contain
blood or mucus, which can interfere with
testing and results.

Where are saliva tests being used?

Yale's saliva test, even before it got emer-
gency approval, was tested on a group of
National Basketball Association players and
support staff. “ SalivaDirectis being furtherval-
idated as a test for asymptomatic individuals
through a program that tests players and staff
from the NBA,” Yale University said.

The Rutgers test too has been used by NBA
teams and other sportspersons.

Domicile-based job quota: the law, SC rulings, and special cases

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

THE MADHYA Pradesh government's recent
decision to reserve all government jobs for
“children of the state” raises questions relat-
ing to the fundamental right to equality.
While domicile-based reservations have
beenimplemented in education, courts have
been reluctant to expand this to employ-
ment. Although Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has not outlined details of the pro-
posal, reservation solely based on place of
birth would raise constitutional questions.

What does the Constitution say?

Article 16 of the Constitution, which
guarantees equal treatment under law in
matters of public employment, prohibits
the state from discriminating on grounds
of place of birth or residence.

Article 16(2) states that “no citizen shall,
on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex,
descent, place of birth, residence or any of
them, be ineligible for, or discriminated
against in respect or, any employment or
office under the State”. The provision is sup-

plemented by the other clauses in the
Constitution that guarantee equality.

However, Article 16(3) of the
Constitution provides an exception by say-
ing that Parliament may make a law “pre-
scribing” a requirement of residence for jobs
ina particular state. This power vests solely
in the Parliament, not state legislatures.

Why does the Constitution prohibit
reservation based on domicile?

When the Constitution came into force,
India turned itself into one nation from a
geographical unit of individual principali-
ties and the idea of the universality of Indian
citizenship took root. As India has common
citizenship, which gives citizens the liberty
to move around freely in any part of the
country, the requirement of a place of birth
or residence cannot be qualifications for
granting public employment in any state.

But are reservations not granted on
other grounds such as caste?

Equality enshrined in the Constitution is
not mathematical equality and does not
mean all citizens will be treated alike with-
out any distinction. To this effect, the

Constitution underlines two distinct aspects
which together form the essence of equality
law — non-discriminationamong equals,and
affirmative action to equalise the unequals.

What has the Supreme Court said on
reserving jobs for locals?

The Supreme Court has ruled against
reservation based on place of birth or resi-
dence. In 1984, ruling in Dr Pradeep Jain v
Union of India, the issue of legislation for
“sons of the soil” was discussed. The court
expressed an opinion that such policies
would be unconstitutional but did not ex-
pressly rule on it as the case was on differ-
ent aspects of the right to equality.

Despite Article 16(2), “some of the States
are adopting ‘sons of the soil’ policies prescrib-
ing reservation or preference based on domi-
cile or residence requirement for employ-
mentorappointment... Primajfacie this would
seem to be constitutionally impermissible
though we do not wish to express any defi-
nite opinion uponit, since it does not directly
arise for consideration..,” the court said.

Ina subsequent ruling in Sunanda Reddy
v State of Andhra Pradesh (1995), the
Supreme Court affirmed the observationin

Pradeep Jain to strike down a state govern-
ment policy that gave 5% extra weightage
to candidates who had studied with Telugu
as the medium of instruction.

In2002, the Supreme Courtinvalidated
appointment of government teachers in
Rajasthan in which the state selection board
gave preference to “applicants belonging to
the district or the rural areas of the district
concerned”.

“We have no doubt that such a sweeping
argument which has the overtones of
parochialism is liable to be rejected on the
plain terms of Article 16(2) and in the light
of Article 16(3). An argument of this nature
flies in the face of peremptory language of
Article 16(2) and runs counter to our con-
stitutional ethos founded on unity and in-
tegrity of the nation,” the court said.

In2019, the Allahabad High Court struck
down a recruitment notification by the UP
Subordinate Service Selection Commission
which prescribed preference for women
who are “original residents” of the UP alone.

What about securing jobs for locals in

the private sector?
Such alaw will be difficult to implement

evenif allowed. Private employers do not go
onan annual recruitment drive to fill vacan-
cies identified in advance but hire as and
when required. The state can recommend a
preference to locals but ensuring that tis fol-
lowed would be difficult. In 2017, Karnataka
mulled similar legislation but it was dropped
after the state’s Advocate General raised
questions on its legality. In 2019, the state
governmentonce again issued a notification
asking private employers to “prefer”
Kannadigas for blue-collar jobs.

How do some states then have laws that
reserve jobs for locals?

Exercising the powers it has under
Article 16(3), Parliament enacted the Public
Employment (Requirement as to
Residence) Act, aimed at abolishing all ex-
isting residence requirements in the states
and enacting exceptions only in the case of
the special instances of Andhra Pradesh,
Manipur, Tripura and Himachal Pradesh.

Constitutionally, some states also have
special protections under Article 371.
Andhra Pradesh under Section 371(d) has
powers to have “direct recruitment of local
cadre” in specified areas.

New Delhi

InUttarakhand, class Illand class IV jobs
are reserved for locals.

Some states have gone around the man-
date of Article 16(2) by using language. States
that conduct official business in their regional
languages prescribe knowledge of the lan-
guage as a criterion. This ensures that local
citizens are preferred for jobs. For example,
states including Maharashtra, West Bengal
and Tamil Nadu require a language test.

Beyond MP, have there been other
recent moves on domicile-based job
reservation?

In April, the Centre issued a notification
reserving jobs for J&K domiciles expanding
the definition to central government em-
ployees who had served in the erstwhile
state for over 10 years. Before the abroga-
tion of the special status of J&K in August
last year, state government jobs were re-
served exclusively for state subjects as per

Article 370 of the Constitution.

In Assam, a committee has submitted its
report forimplementation of a key provision
of the 1985 Assam Accord, recommending
reservation in jobs for those who can trace
their ancestry in the state before 1951.
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H.P. STATE CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION LIMITED B R G
(A STATE GOVERNMENT UNDERTAKING) | ENGINEER, COMSTRUCTION
Registered Office : Block No. 16 & 17, SDA Commercial Complex s IPtATw] IRTA- SN AN |11 0
Kasumpti, Shimla-171009 (Himachal Pradesh) (India) BAGHPAT
C.I.N. : U99999HP1980SGC004263 Latiar M, 1503037461166
Phone No. 0177-2621583, Email : himapurtimd@gmail.com DOila 14-05.7050

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED A erNate 1

Efectrical Department Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement Systems)

{TAD Branch), Jnbalpur Name of Work | Construction of additional 6.10m wide FOBs at DEE & at DEC
Tender Holice Ho.: with its location | under Sr. DEN/Works/DLI
JEP/TRO/ITenderfZ020 13 . Approx. Cost ofwork| 34,11,96,061/-

General public is hereby informed that a boy
namely Shubham, S/o: Sh Shivanandan, R/o:
H. No. A/569, A Block near Gurudwara,

B Mata 17,085 2020 i i (It should be in the form of net banking or payment gateway only.

. GLOBAL E TENDER NOTICE L EEHD_HT TEER E-TENDER HOTICE E-TEMDER MHOTICE Si:‘as_t" Nagar' Del_hl has been reported Earnest | Note: FDR will not be accepted as EMD for tender invited on IREPS as
Himachal Pradesh State Civil Supplies Corporation Limited, | Crline perceniage e e |, ; == missing/kidnapped since 13.06.2014 from the Money | perRailway Boards letter no. 2015//CE-I/CT/5/1 dated 31.08.2016)

Egg'll'el]FlilrE]I\:/)itel\?lug'lrfs:D E(';Tfn?ersthfor the p;;locuremelntl of[ Miencers i twe oo patiem af E:;;:;nrnqt:::;I::e _l.__'i';'r‘;: area of Deputy Ganj, Bara Hindu Rao, Delhi. In 33,56,000/-

or ree_months supply/sixX| |Eeonlitt rg work watar mannly : 7 d this regard FIR No. 89/14 dated 13.06.2014, (It should be in the form of net banking or payment gateway only.

months supply (as the case may be). The detailed tender| |achemaa wder “Jal Jnevan H.a.':f’ e n‘urh.l.mu-:-r b Shubham Uls 36% IPC has been registered at P.S. Bara | | |27 | per Rewoy Boards iotier s 2015/0E/CT /o)t datod 31.08.2016)
notice, tender documents and other instructions can be down-| [Kigsicr”™ Froaramimss yariaus| |5 e Presdant o drda s - ’ ha registert =S | Tender | PerRailway Boards letter no. - ated 31.08.2016)

fvilsges af Distrcl- Bagvanst an sadlnd nnders i the repied | | Hindu Rao, Delhi. The description of missing/kidnapped is as 11,800/

loaded or viewed on-line from the portal https://hptenders.gov.in.
The last date of submission of sample shall be till 09.09.2020 upto
5.00 PM and last date of submission of earnest money deposit| {ketall of the Crairman LLE Jal
tender document fee, processing fee and on-line tenders shall be :‘.;h igam fram the rapated
till 09.09.2020 upto 5.00 PM. The tenders of Fortified Mustard Oil | [c@nlraciars hawing wark
shall be opened on 23.09.2020 at 11.00 AM. | Jrannanie of gttt works &

Managing Director fimancial capabitties.  Tender
document shiall b avaiable an o

fFEracuraman WEhE n
I { Bsid
fhigpatoadar up.nie.in. &
NORTHERN RAILWAY Uitiociin tipnde acw b Tabeat bl
TENDER NOTICE [27-08-2020 Interesied
The Dy. Chief Engineer/Const.-I, Northern Railway, State Entry Road, New Delhi for| [eaniraclers may vy & doanlaad
and on behalf of President of India invites open e-tender under Single Packet System lendor cocument and upd cad thor
for the under noted work:- tandiar, duly iBad aning &s per
1.| Name of work and location | Supply and maintenance of Indoor well developed Bk e Delores-
Ornamental potted plants for the office complex of .:E"-“H far:
CAO/Const / N. Rly. & Rest House at Kashmere | | 1:| Uilcacing B decument al
. | |
gate Delni. |wetsiin 2708 2020 L 1700 hrs,
.| Completion period of the Rs. 53.63 lakh (Rupees fifty three lakh sixty three -1:| Smmsson of E-londor Ingi
work thousand only) Earnasl manay woold ba
12 (twelve) Months flepeaited Ly RTGS 27082020
Rs. 1,07,300.00(Rupees One lakh seven thousand | [l CEECEL2020 at 1500 hrz 5
three hundred only) i0nline =ubmissian of e-hids
Tender documents will be available on IREPS web g:ﬁ' CAORE o O8.D92EO ol

Date and time of submission
of tender and opening of tender

Upto 15:00 hrs. on 18.09.2020 Opening of
tender at 15:00 hrs. on 18.09.2020

Website particulars notice board location complete Above tender
details of tender can be seen and address of the office | available on IREPS
from where the tender form can be purchased etc. site www.ireps.gov.in

No. 128-W/280/e Tender Notice/NIT-15-2020-21/Works Dated: 19.08.2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 1803/20

and pxperienced ponlraclors
hawing valid Elociical Lcansa
= wued I the nome of trm by Slals
Goynmmant s required unde IE
tuhias, TRSE wilh Grie ol (Pad paitnas
arin his man nama i sobe proprgion.
Hard el Wark; Elrmin&tian ¢l
crigoal implanialion in KaveSina
fxi; i ol JBF Dviion, Prlace of
wonkc Jabalpur Division, Ternder
valug (Ceet ol 1k wark):
+ 1L ARTZEZE 1A |Hs. One Croee
Erglity Frod Lakba Savaniy Twa
Thou=zrds Eghl Hundreds Thicky
Cne Bopaisn Thirlean anlyl,
Earneskt Monpy; < 2 42 500 (Hs.
T Lk iForty Twn Theesand bine
Hundred oniv), Tender Fen:
T 5 000 - {As. Fiea Theodos arad onky,
Complotion peviod: 0F months,
Dol & Timoe lor Submissian of
temder: 1100003030, 1500 Mrs.,
Wobsite address: hitps:d
www.impe oy ln = Terders ars
advised 1o regularky vicil IREPE

under:

Name: Shubham, Age: 17 Years, Height: 5', Face: Oval,
Complexion: Fair, Built: Thin, Wearing: Light green check
Shirt, Sky blue Jeans pant and Black Chappal in feet.

If anyone have any information about this missing/kidnapped boy
please inform P.S. Bara Hindu Rao, Delhi.

lurn key basks s bereby invited an

Web: http://cbi.nic.in, Email: cic@cbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638/24368641, Fax: 011-24368639 SHO

Police Station, Bara Hindu Rao, Delhi
Ph: 011-23528060, 8750870125

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

““Iaa Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida - 201301 (U.P.)

Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

DP/456/N/2020

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

General public is hereby [
informed that one female
namely Pinki Devi with her
son Jatin W/o Dinesh

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tender are invited from firms/contractors registered with UPLC
Lucknow for the following jobs against which bids can be uploaded
and same shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned.
The details and conditions of all tenders are available on NOIDA
Authority’s official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com &
Kumar R/o L-1st, 1/25 Gali http://etender.up.nic.in . Please ensure to see these websites for any
No.05, Budh Bazaar Sangam changes/ amendments & corrigendum etc.

Vihar, New Delhi has been ' (A)[1] 32/GM/SM(WC-10)/ET/2020-21, Name of Work- Dlo & Mio

N

w

.| Approx. cost of work

4.| Earnest money amount
(to be deposited Online)

o

.| Sale/availability of tender
document on Rly. Website

site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in from 27.08.2020 to 100 bes , Qpsening o lechnizsl

10.09.202! 11.30 hrs. i Of .. .
=t s ot 1.082020 v 1 9o aredocrars | |00 800081 5 ores. | | et Mgl ktpr gowin| | missing/ Kidnapped fomthe Vilage (MioC.C. Roadand raininVilage Diry Guerok). Noi
of tenders can be uploaded by the tenderer on IREPS web site L] ‘s areaorr.o. Ne arai Deini. since M. -Inthis regara, Cost-Rs. 60.05 Lacs

Binimum e-:lull,ulil_r' criteriy 8g

a vide DD No.109A, dated 29.07.2020 has been registered
pot bendar lomm shall o appicable

at P.S. Neb Sarai, New Delhi The description of the missing

w.e.f. 27.08.2020 to 10.09.2020.

N

| 07/IGM/SM(WC-3)/ET/2020-21, Name of Work:- D/o Village

" Efatfnilf {me of opening lggegjfofs:at.;.:;gftﬁe(r'?ag?d Ilr?tjflzl);:fz)?rtwo "*"E:"T '*I'J‘;“‘I'I | Emctrical female is as under. Barola (Repair of old ambedkar bhawan and Clo New
packet system, Financial bids of the eligible AT - E R : ion: Fair Height: 5'3 . Additional room & toilet in Choupal, Village Barola) Noida
tendererfs would be opened subsequently on the EnginecrTRD Age: 38 Years, Complexion: Fair, Height: 5'3”, Face: Round, pal, g )

Cost-Rs. 54.61 Lacs

| 10/GM/SM(WC-3)/ET/2020-21, Name of Work:- M/o Road
(PIL Refixing of interlocking tiles near Community Center
Sec-47)Noida Cost-Rs. 26.87 Lacs
4./12/GM/SM(WC-3)/ET/2020-21, Name of Work:- Horti Civil
(Raising of green belt boundary wall in Sec-50 Neo Hospital to
OHT and shiv mandir) Noida Cost-Rs. 55.88 Lacs

[ 13/GM/SM(WC-3)/ET/2020-21, Name of Work:- M/o Building
(Annual Maintenance work in Work Circle-3 area community
Center, Sec-40, 43, 45, 47, Staff Quarters, E/M, Horticulture,
Health SPO office, Jal-lll office, CMO Office, Mahila Thana Sec-
39 &Balikainter college Sec-51) Noida Cost-Rs. 48.18 Lacs

[ 15/GM/SM(WC-3)/ET/2020-21, Name of Work:- M/o Road

Wearing: Black Suit Salwar. Sincere efforts have been made
by the local police to trace out her but no clue has come to light
so far. If anyone has any information about the missing female
then please inform P.S. Neb Sarai, New Delhi following Tel No.
/e-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in and Website: http://cbi.nic.in
Ph:011-24368638, 24368641
Fax No. 011-24368639

date & time to be notified later on
No. 51-G/C/K. gate /DL1 dated: 17.08.2020 1799/20
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GUJARAT STATE
NARMADA, WATER RESOURCES, WATER SUPPLY
AND KALPSAR DEPARTMENT
E-TENDER NOTICE No. 02 of 2020-21

The Tender is Invited on behalf of Governor of Govt. of Gujarat by the
office of the Executivse Engineer, Ambica Division, Navsari for (08)
Eight Works "Renovation & Improvement of existing Irrigation
Infrastructure works" in B-2 form through online e-tendering system
1.| Estimated Cost. Rs. 50 Lac to Rs.138 Lac. (08) Eight - Works
2.| Tender Uploading date & | Date 20/08/2020 Up to 18.00 Hours.

Sd/- S.H.O.
P.S. Neb Sarai, Delhi
Ph: 011-29551597

NORTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE
Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement Systems)
N.L.T. No. | S.N.| 17 & 18/2020-21-W-V

1 | Name of 1. | Annual Zone work from PM-GGN section for period ending
work with 30.06.2021
its location |, [ Rag picking work and removal of muck removal & between
DKZ-DEE, DEE-DEC, DEC-PM, PM-BWSN in the section
of SSE/P.Way/DEE under ADEN/DEE.
Definition of Similar Work : Any Civil work other than

DP/157/SD/2020

[34]

OFFICE
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
ELECTRICITY URBAN DISTRIBUTION CIRCLE

PASCHIMANCHAL VIDYUT VITARAN NIGAM LIMITED
MUZAFFARNAGAR

[=2]

Time track work. Tel. No.: 0131-2621135, E-mail : seeudcmzn @ gmail.com (BC work at Service, Main drain repairing towards Sec-31
3.| Tender Downloading date | Date 21/08/2020 To 1 | Rs.3999606.95 | 2 | Rs.23741800.25 E-TENDER NOTICE E-Tenders are invited from eligible bidders. Please visit Nithari and Covering of drain infront of IMA Sec-31) Noida
& Time Date 10/09/2020 Up to 18.00 Hours. 3 | Earnest (It should be in the form of net banking or payment gateway E-tender portal www.etender.up.nic.in for details/download and for any Cost-Rs. 44.29 Lacs

Money Only. Note:- FDR will not be accepted as EMD for tender invited
on IREPS as per Railway Boards letter no 201025//CE-I/CT/5/1

dated 31.08.2016).
1 [ Rs.80000.00
Completion period ofWorkl 1 | 12 Months

Date 11/09/2020 To Date 19/09/2020
Up to 18.00 Hrs. In the office of the
Executive Engineer, Ambica Division,
2" floor, Sinchai Bhavan, opp. Tata

4.| Physical Documents
Submission of EMD
Tender fee & other
Documents during office

other corrections/ amendments/ extensions till the date of submission of
bids. SI. No. 1 Tender Specification No. Short Term E-Tender No. 27/2020-
21 EUDC MZN Name of Works Repairing work of 33 KV Line and choping
of tree branches under EUDSD-II Muzaffarnagar under EUDD-III,

Which can be uploaded by date 03.09.2020 upto
5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on date
04.09.2020 at 11.00AM.

[ 2 | Rs.268700.00
| 2 | 12 Months

hours. bag Near Parsi Hospital, Lunsikui, 4
ours stsaiggmﬁlphzizlﬁo-. 0?;;_;%8054 s Toomtor (It Should be in the form of net banking or payment gateway Muzaffarnagar. Earnest Money (Rs_.) 2000.0(? T?nder Fee (Rs.) 1180.00 (B) 1. 03/(_-‘,M(R)/SM(WC.3)/ET/2020.21’ Name of Work:- Clo
DL 21/09/2020 af 12.00 Hrs.In The tender Only. Note:- FDR will not be accepted as EMD fortenderinvited || [ (18% @ #fe) Last Date for online submission of tender document Building (Construction of Site Store/ Rest room in Various

5.| Tender Opening date for

! ‘ 07.09.2020 Date for opening of tender part-1 07.09.2020 Sl. No. 2 Tender
online tender received

Specification No. Short Term E-Tender No. 28/2020-21 EUDC MZN Name
of Works Repairing work of 33 KV Line and choping of tree branches under

on IREPS. as per Railway Boards letter no 2015//CE- I/CT/5/1
dated 31.08.2016).

1 | Rs. 3540.00

locationin PH (Health), Noida Cost-Rs. 63.29 Lacs
Which can be uploaded by date 27.08.2020 upto 5.00 PM.

office of the Superintending Engineer,
Surat Irrigation Circle, Near M.T.B.

[ 2] Rs. 11800.00

College, Athwalines, Surat (0261 2668760)
Executive Engineer, Ambica Division,
2" floor, Sinchai Bhavan, opp. Tata
bag Near Parsi Hospital, Lunsikui,
Navsari-396445, Phone No:- 02637-258054
The bid documents will be available on web site www.nprocure.com &

6.| For Inquiry Contact Office
Address

6 | Date and time for submission of | Upto 15.00 hrs on 11.09.2020 Opening
tender and opening of tender oftenderat 15.00 hrs. On 11.09.2020.

7 | Website particulars notice board location | Above tender available on IREPS
complete details of tender can be seen | sitei.e. www.ireps.gov.in

and address of the office from where the
tender form can be purchased etc.

EUDSD-lIl Muzaffarnagar under EUDD-III, Muzaffarnagar. Earnest Money
(Rs.) 2000.00 Tender Fee (Rs.) 1180.00 (18% si.ua.. wfeq) Last Date for
online submission of tender document 07.09.2020 Date for opening of
tender part-l 07.09.2020 (R.D. Singh) SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
"Save Electricity in the interest of Nation" wie: 1513 feAt: 19.08.2020

www.statetenders.com.

Detail Tender Notice can be seen on office Notice board &
www.statetenders.com For more detail Contact office during working

days & hours. INF/NAV/179/2020

ANDHRA PRADESH INDUSTRIAL
INFRASTRUCTURE CORPORATION LIMITED

i Government of Andhra Pradesh Undertaking)

OJ/o. Chief Engineer, APIIC Tower, 9, 10 & 11th Floors, CFC-1, IT Park, Autonagar,

Mangalagiri, Guntur District, Andhra Pradesh - 522 503.

NCB No. VCICDP-T2/APIIC/NCB-AMTZ/2020-21/01 Date : 18-08-2020

INVITATION OF BID FOR PROCUREMENT OF CIVIL WORKS UNDER VCIC

. The Government of Andhra Pradesh through the Government of India (herein after called “ Borrower”)

has received financing from Asian Development Bank (ADB)towards the cost of Visakhapatnam

Chennai Industrial Corridor Project Tranche 2. Part of this financing will be used for payments for
the following Civil Works Contract Package of the project.

2. The details of these CivilWorks package are as given below: -
Civil Work Name of Works Corn_pletlon Period
Pkg. No. (in
Development of Internal Infrastructure for Ph-1l of Andhra
1 Pradesh Med-Tech Zone (AMTZ) with the Assistance of 18
ADB under Tranche-2 of VCICDP at Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh, India-(VCICDP-T2-AMTZ/01)

The Andhra Pradesh Industrial Infrastructure Corporation, Mangalagiri, Guntur District (Employer),
invites sealed bids for Development of internal infrastructure for Ph-Il of Andhra Pradesh Med-
Tech Zone (AMTZ) with the Assistance of ADB under Tranche-2 of VCICDP at Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh, India. Environmental and Social management aspects also form a component of
the project.

. National Competitive bidding will be conducted in accordance with ADB's Single-Stage: Two-
Envelope bidding procedure and is open to all bidders from eligible source countries as described
in the Bidding Document.

. To obtain further information on the Key Qualifications and inspect and acquire the Bidding
Document, Bidders can download the bid document from www.apiic.in

. A complete set of bidding documents in English can be downloaded from www.apiic.in The cost
of the bidding document Rs. 29,500/~ (25,000+GST) should be enclosed along with bid
submission(technical proposal) in the form of demand draft in favor of “APIIC Ltd., Mangalagiri”
which is non refundable.

. All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security as described in the Bidding Document

. Interested Bidders may inspect the Bidding Documents and obtain further information from the
Office of the Chief Engineer as per the contact details provided.

. A pre-bid meeting will be held on 07-09-2020 at 11.30 A.M to clarify the issues on any matter
that may be raised at that stage as stated in ITB 7.4 of ‘Instructions to Bidders’ of the bidding
document.

. Bids must be delivered in sealed envelopes to the address indicated below on or before 4.00 pm
on 30-09-2020. Late bids will be rejected.

Chief Engineer, APIIC Limited APIIC Tower, 9,10 & 11th Floors, CFC-1, IT Park, Autonagar,
Mangalagiri, Guntur District, Andhra Pradesh-522503, Phone No: 95050 15007,
Email : ce.apiic@nic.in & t.visweswararao@gov.in (84998 76661). . .

Sd/- Chief Engineer,

Andhra Pradesh Industrial Infr Corp Limited

w

s

L]

~o

©

CHHATTISGARH RURAL ROADS

DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
VIKASH BHAVAN, CIVIL LINES, RAIPUR (C.G.)

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

NIT No. 548 /TC-T/CGRRDA/2020 Dated-18/08/2020
Chief Engineer (Tender Cell), CGRRDA, Raipur on behalf of
Governor of Chhattisgarh invites package wise bids in electronic
tendering system for Construction & Maintenance of Roads Under
PMGSY-III (Batch-I, 2019-20) sanctioned for different districts of
the state as per B.O.Q. from the eligible contractors / Firms registered
with unified registration system(e-registration) for the works men-
tioned below. Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-pro-
curement:

S. | NIT | Work Name Rate invited
No | No
0l | 548 | Construction & maintenance of roads | Percentage

Under PMGSY-II (Batch-I, 2019-20)
for 04 number of Roads of length
29.42 kms Total Construction Cost
Rs 1394.63 lakhs & Routine
Maintenance Cost for five years

Rs 117.68 Lakhs.

Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission: The bid
document is available online and should be submitted online in
https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in. The bidder would be required to register
in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of the bids, the
bidder is required to have a valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)
from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities.

Detailed NIT and other details can be viewed on our https://eproc.
cgstate.gov.in from 19.08.2020 from 5:00 PM. In future any related
corrigendum would be seen in the notice section of this website.

Chief Engineer ( Tender Cell)
Chhattisgarh Rural Road Development Agency
Civil Lines, Raipur (C.G.)

E-mail : pmgsyrc4 @yahoo.co.in

Rate Tender

26259

128-W/280/e-Tender Notice/2020-21/W-V Dated : 18.08.2020 1798/20

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Government of Jammu and Kashmir
SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL
SRINAGAR, KASHMIR

SCIENCES SOURA,
Department of Materials Management (Imports Section)
E-mail: ammoimports @skims.ac.in Fax: 0194-2403404

EXTENSION

Subject: 2nd Extension to the eNIT No. SIMS-324-
NIT 08 (Imports) 2020 dated 23.06.2020
(Tender-1D 2020_SKIMS_98805_1) regard-
ing Supply/ Installation, & Commissioning
of Fully Automated Coagulation Analyzer
on reagent rental basis for the Department
of Cl. Heamatology SKIMS.

The NIT is hereby extended as per following schedule:

07.09.2020 upto 4.00 P.M.

Last Date of Submission
of Online Bids

Date of Opening of
Technical Bids

09.09.2020 at 12.30 P.M.

Further amendments if any, shall be uploaded sepa-
rately.

No. SIMS-324-eNIT 08 (Imports)
2020-2573-79-5174-77

Dated: 18.08.2020

SIMS-5176

Sd/-
Asstt. Materials Management
Officer, SKIMS

DIESEL LOCOMOTIVE WORKS, VARANASI - 221004

Bid No. E-35/2020-2021 E-TENDERS Dated : 14.08.2020
E-Tenders are invited for & on behalf of the President of India for the supply of following
items. Only E-offer will be accepted for which vendors must have Class IlI Digital
Signature and registration on IREPS. The details of tenders are in the following
sequence :- S. No. - Tender No. (Due Date), Description and Quantity. (01) 05205254
(31.08.2020), Compressed Air Unit, 03 Nos. (02) 05191062E (10.09.2020), Steel
Straight Edge, Part No. 15610457, 13 Nos. (03) 05191078B (10.09.2020), Line Up
tooling, Part No. 15630018, 16 Nos. (04) 05191114B (10.09.2020), Try Square 12",
Part No. 15610354, 09 Nos. (05) 05201024A (10.09.2020), Dia 34MM Insert Drill Kit,
Part No. 72240714, 04 Set. (06) 03202014 (11.09.2020), Kit for Side Sill Assly, PL
No0.29171052, 34 Set. (07) 02201053E (04.09.2020), Locking Plate for Pivot Ring, PL
N0.29100434, 470 Set. (08) 06201010 (15.09.2020), Main Compressor with mounting
accessories along with motor (Safety sling to be purchased from CLW approved
source only) DRG No0.29511008 Alt Nil, Spec. No. (1) RDSO/2018/EL/Spec/0137
REV-0 (2) SPEC/E-10/3/09 Motor with Amendment Nos. 01,02,03,04 and 05 or Latest
to PL No.29511008, 516 Sets. (09) 08201113 Advertise Tender (14.09.2020), Turbo
Supercharger 3100/3300 HP with Adptation kits (PL No.10083479) as per Drg. No. Pt
No. 10083479 alt-nil as per Specn, as per Drg. 10 Nos (P.L. No.10083479) Note: For
Complete details of EMD and downloading of tender documents and Hindi Version
also available at website www.dlw.indianrailways.gov.in and www.ireps.gov.in.
Corrigendum Notice Dated : 11.08.2020 Bid Inviation : E-16 Tender No.: 09201044
Revision: 2 Details of Correction as under : Existing Due Date: 14.08.2020 Revised
Due Date: 14.09.2020 Note: For other terms and condition Please visit on IREPS
website: https://www.ireps.gov.in Corrigendum Notice Dated : 10.08.2020 Bid
Inviation : E-06 Tender No.: 09201045 Revision: 1 Details of Correction as under:
Existing Due Date: 30.07.2020 Revised Due Date: 27.11.2020 Bid Inviation : E-06
Tender No.: 09201000 Revision: 1 Details of Correction as under : Existing Due
Date: 10.08.2020 Revised Due Date: 10.09.2020 Note: For other terms and condition
Please visit on IREPS website: https://www.ireps.gov.in Corrigendum Notice Dated :
18.08.2020 Bid No : E-13 Tender No.: 04201259 Revision: 2 Details of Correction:
The tender will open on 25.08.2020 instead of 18.08.2020 Note: All other terms and
conditions of the tender will remain unchange. Bid No : E-21 Tender No.: 04201391
Revision: 1 Details of Correction: The tender will open on 01.09.2020 instead of
18.08.2020 Note: All other terms and conditions of the tender will remain unchange.
Bid No : E-25 Tender No.: 04201063 Revision: 1 Details of Correction: The tender
will open on 04.09.2020 instead of 14.08.2020 Note: All other terms and conditions of
the tender will remain unchange. Bid No : E-16 Tender No.: 04201392 Revision: 1
Details of Correction: The tender will open on 04.09.2020 instead of 17.08.2020
Note: All other terms and conditions of the tender will remain unchange. Corrigendum
Notice Dated : 19.08.2020 Tender No.: 05198076C Bid Inv. No.: 30 Existing due
date : 17.08.2020 Revised due date: 31.08.2020 All other terms & conditions remain
unchanged.

P.R.O/DLW/S-40

On the behalf of PCMM

£ W / diesellocoworks  "Website :- www.dIw.indianrailways.gov.in"

§ For All Advertisement Bunkmg
g Call : 01206651214

Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on date

28.08.2020 at 11.00AM. General Manager

NOIDA

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

U, UleR ZEMHIM hRUNIH e, 3-
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R frAfaRad difereR & STIAR IS i
ST | Rt Yok, e O e
HIAF U BT hidt § 37ral AR
aTgeh o AT W W AT § 9 8t
forsr T | € -Taferer wm Tyt (wrEsifers)
Yo & i 8 RgER d9EEe W
qfaa & Sl E-ffasr w1 gem W,
e H sifeRd oAt wd @9a AR
qredsifer T ¥ wWren s g -fafaer
g & fafa W sraee B9 @ fefa #
g -ffaer ermel @ feem W fuiRa T
Tk PR ! STe we faia ava ™
@reft St | §-fafergral =t fomm g R
ware E-fafaey -ffeeret # erehery
forafsta & @1 SIfePR ereiietererdl
& I g e | Ry $-ffaer wf
fa g wod 3-Ffosd wher 7= =t
ST | o favga SN, TR e,
3= deiee e - uega w6
femir o famr enfg & gy § Fua
www.etender.up.nic.in W @ 3
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295.00 S.TW. 3. Afed, $-Uider W faferar
e W W eifwm fafr e ww
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T 22.09.2020 UTd: 12 1 deh, $-UEeT
R fafeaer @ fgdm 9wt wiem =t fafer
Td THT dCIOR SedEe W ogfad &
et | | . 5, Tfaer W ue @
wr feerur &- 69,20-21:- foRa arwo
wug FEid % I 220 .. d€@-
TRIETR T 220 3.0, TEIq-Amelt @
FI AT F gedEe § Tl @
SRIE [T 2000.00, FafeT woer =1 Ao
590.00 1. 7@, 21, Afed, E-uider W faferar
AU H kit Afm fafr wd wEw
21.09.2020 W@ 05 & ek, T-UA W
faferer @1 yom W e @t fafter e
[ET 22.09.2020 T 12 &I e, -G
W fafear = fedm wm Eiem ot faf
T T EJER daEEe W gfad &
SR | W, 6 Taferar W ue @
o faeruor &-70,20-21:- forga aRew
U FEId % I 132 bl ITEH
FRYST & aftieh MR T aR=med
STRET ¥ TrEfud hEf | ediew Wi
16000.00, fAfarer wusr =1 &= 1770.00
Stuadl. dfed, §-uw W fafeer
TS HW kit Afww fafx v
21.09.2020 | 05 &SI deh, I-UdA W
fafarer 1 wem st Wiew @t fafr wer
[ET 22.09.2020 UTd: 12 & dh, -G
w fafaer @ fgda v w@ew o fafa
T T GGIUR dedRe W {fad @
SEnt | e §. 7 Tafaer @@ we we
@wr faeRur E-71/20-21:- fagd arwm
WUE WS & A 132 HA. IURKR
TATR T el W 132 K. AR
HIeRH Iel Ud Sad HieX e $ed

Y9 1 Seod § TEIfud Bl el
Tfer 1000.00, frferar W=t &1 o= 295.00
Stuwd. wfed, $-Uew W fafaEr
U wI i Afw fafr we wwE|
24.09.2020 |F 05 &S T, TG W
faferer et o W e @t fafr el
WET 25.09.2020 UIA: 12 & e, U
R fafeer @ fgdia wm w@ew @ fafy
Td |HT TGIIR daEEe W gfad &
St w9, 8 fafaer dem we @
@ faeror &-72,20-21:- faga arew
Tug JEid F G 132 FAL ISTHRS
Thel (NUA) & aifier MER W]
IREeH Td SRew ¥ wetud &l
gligd TR 16000.00, Taferer wosr e
T 1770.00 SN.TH.3. Wfed, T-Uea W]
faferer stuelie & w6t ef=m fafar we|
WU 24.09.2020 T 05 ISt qeh, T-UE|
W fafaer @ yam W wiew w6 fafl
T WU 25.09.2020 WA: 12 & qeh, 3-
Uider W Taferar @t fgdie 9wt @iem @6
fafr T AT qGIUR dedEe W g
i SEAT 1R W, 9 Taferer e v W
@ faemr &-73/20-21:- faga wwwo
w|ug W3 F I 132 F.Al. ITHRS
HepTEE] ok A MEIX T FET |
qrafad wrR | el WRT 10000.00,
ffer wu @ Yo 1180.00 SH.UH.2.
qfed, $-uea W fafaer swee &
&t atfew fafer weh @m 24.09.2020 G|
05 7 7, $-uieet W fafeer =1 wem|
VAT W et fafsr weh |@me 25.09.2020
TI: 12 o9t o, $-uider W fafaer @
fedm o @em @ fafor o W
TEIAR JaEe T gfaa ot STt | oha
. 10 fafaer dEan wah @ @ feeru
E-74/20-21:- foRIA TR0 WUE IS &
AT 132 .M. TR ACATR (FTYS
AS) & TAM® FMUR W ARET |
[ e efE At 10000.00,
ffe@r wus @ Yo 1180.00 S.UH.2.
qfed, $-uda W fafaer swee &
&t arfew fafer weh @w 24.09.2020 T
05 7 %, $-uieet W fafeer =1 wem|
VT W et fafsr weh |@ma 25.09.2020
r: 12 o9t e, $-uider W fafaer @
fedm o wem & fafor @ W
TEIAR JawEe T gfaa ot St | oha
9. 11 fafaer de wad @ @ feerun
E-75/20-21:- Toe[a IR0 @Wre 9€id &
1=l 220 .ol IURS TN h AR
R T AT F Frafeed e | ol
T 10000.00, fifaer o w1 Yo
1180.00 U@l Wfed, U@ W
faferer smuele & &t eifwm fafar e
WU 24.09.2020 FF 05 = G, T-UEe|
w fafeer @& wem smr wWiem @ fafe
Tel WU 25.09.2020 UIA: 12 & ek, 3-
e W fafaer @ fgda W wem &)
fafar get wwE dggaR JeEEe W g
H Sl srefieror  eifwemn,  fewa
UNGUT WUSW, 130-91, ‘‘URNGUT Wed’’
faeifan ek, e “ugfea & o
g’ uAAtw /No. 2342
ferur.s./ETC /B33 /MT/Tender
femier/Dated 19,08/2020
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MEANWHILE

Swiss TOwN GETS ‘CHOCOLATE SNOW’

Residents of a Swiss town got a bit of a shock when it started snowing particles of a fine
cocoa powder after a glitch in the ventilation at a chocolate factory. The Lindt & Spruengli
company confirmed local reports Tuesday that there was a minor defect in the cooling ven-
tilation for a line for roasted “cocoa nibs” in its factory in Olten, between Zurich and Basel.

= T0POFTHE -
WORLD

PRINCE FAISAL BIN FARHAN

Saudi Foreign Minister

WEST ASIA

Saudi cautiously
welcomes new
UAE-Israel ties

SAUDI ARABIA’S foreign
minister on Wednesday
cautiously welcomed an
agreement between its
close ally the United Arab
Emirates and Israel to es-
tablish full ties and ex-
change embassies. Prince
Faisal bin Farhan said the
deal, which also halted
unilateral annexation by
Israel of West Bank terri-
tory sought by the
Palestinians, “could be
viewed as positive”. Buthe
refrained from outright
backing the move and
stressed Saudi Arabia is
open to establishing simi-
lar relations on condition
that a peace agreement is
reached between Israel
and the Palestinians. This
was the first public com-
ment by Saudi Arabia on
the development.

SRILANKA
Cabinet nod
foramending

Constitution

SRILANKA'S new govern-
ment has decided to roll
backthe 19th Amendment
introduced in 2015 that
curtailed the powers of the
President and strength-
ened the role of
Parliament, a move the
ruling Rajapaksa family-
led SLPP had pledged prior
to the general election, a
senior minister said on
Wednesday. Keheliya
Rambukwella, the minis-
ter for Information and
Broadcasting, said, “The
Cabinet has decided to
amend the 19A by intro-
ducing 20A.” He did not di-
vulge further details about
the proposed change.

THAILAND

Police seek
protesters who
urged change

tomonarchy

THAI AUTHORITIES have
issued arrest warrants for
six activists who took part
in a demonstration at
which students issued a
10-point call for reform of
the monarchy last week,
police said on Wednesday
as students called more
protests. The charges
against the six were not
over thedemands made at
the protest by thousands
of people at Thammasat
University on Aug. 10, but
for breaching internal se-
curity and measures to
stop the spread of the coro-
navirus as well as com-
puter crimes.

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION: DAY 2

Democrats officially nominate Biden
inevent showcasmg party s diversity

Wife Jill Biden, a teacher, addresses
education concerns amid pandemic

ALEXANDERBURNS &
JONATHAN MARTIN
AUGUST19

DEMOCRATS FORMALLY nomi-
nated Joe Biden for the US presi-
dency Tuesday night, anointing
him as their standard-bearer
against President Donald Trump
with an extraordinary virtual roll
call vote that showcased the cul-
tural diversity of their coalitionand
exposed agenerational gulfthatis
increasingly defining the party.

Denied the chance to assem-
ble in Milwaukee because of the
coronavirus pandemic,
Democratic activists and digni-
taries cast their votes from loca-
tions across all 50 states, and
from the American territories
and the District of Columbia —
from the Edmund Pettus Bridge
in Selma, Alabama, to the iconic
welcome sign in Las Vegas; and
far beyond to the shores of
Guam, “where America’s day be-
gins”. They offered a grand mo-
saic of personal identities and
experiences, many speaking in
raw terms about their personal
aspirations and adversities.

Appearing with his wife in a
Delaware school after his home
state put him over the top, Biden
was feted by his grandchildren.

The second night of the
Democratic National Convention
straddled themes of national se-
curity, presidential accountabil-
ity and continuity between the
past and future leaders of the
party.

Two tributes by Republicans
carried particular symbolic
weight for a Democratic candi-
date seeking to appeal across
party lines: Colin Powell, the re-
tired general and former secre-
tary of state in the George W.
Bush administration, delivered a
message of support for Biden,
whom he had previously en-

Man drives into

motorcyclists in
Germany ‘terror
attack’, 6 injured

KIRSTEN GRIESHABER
BERLIN, AUGUST 19

ANIRAQI-BORN mandeliberately
drove his car into motorcycles
alonga stretch of Berlin highway;,
leaving atleast one personin life-
threatening condition in what
German officials said Wednesday
was aterror attack.

“According to the current
state of our investigation we as-
sume this was an Islamist-moti-
vated attack,” Berlin’s senator for
the interior, Andreas Geisel, said.
“Areligiously motivated back-
ground cannot be excluded.”

Six people were injured, three
of them severely, when the 30-
year-old man, who was not
named by authorities, allegedly
drove into several vehicles, inten-
tionally hitting motorcycles, on
Tuesday evening, police said.

The crashes at three different
locations happened shortly be-
fore 7 pm. AP

| know that if we entrust
this nation to Joe, he will do
foryour family what he did
for ours. Bring us together
and make us whole.”

JILLBIDEN

dorsed. And Cindy McCain, the
widow of Sen. John McCain, ap-
peared in a video about Biden’s
relationship with her husband.

Jill Biden, the former second
lady, occupied the most promi-
nent speaking slot of the night.
the case that her husband un-
derstood the urgent challenges
facing American families — and
that he had the experience and
character to meet the moment.

Speaking from a classroom at
Brandywine High School, where
she once taught English in the
1990s, Jill Biden described how
the pandemic has disrupted edu-
cation in the country, tearing at
the fabric of families, communi-
tiesand the economy nationwide.

“This quiet is heavy. You can
hear the anxiety that echoes
down empty hallways,” she said.
“There’s no scent of new note-
books or freshly waxed floors.
The rooms are dark as the bright
young faces that should fill them
are now confined to boxes on a
computer screen.”

“The despair in the lines that
stretch out before food banks,
and the indescribable sorrow
that follows every lonely last
breath that follows when the
ventilators turn off.”

It was a crisis, Jill Biden said,
that her husband had been
preparing for his entire life.

“Iknow thatif we entrust this
nation to Joe, he will do for your
family what he did for ours,” she
said. “Bring us together and make
uswhole. Carry us forward in our
time of need. Keep the promise of
America for all of us.” NYT

Joe Biden, with his wife Jill and members of their family, celebrate after the roll call vote
during the second night of the Democratic National Convention on Tuesday. AP

In historic speech, Kamala Harris
expected to train fire on Trump

JAMESOLIPHANT
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 19

US SENATOR Kamala Harris
gives the most important speech
of her political career on
Wednesday when she addresses
the Democratic National
Convention as presidential nom-
inee Joe Biden’s running mate.
The former prosecutor from
California, who made history as
the first Black woman and Asian-
American on a major presiden-
tial ticket, is expected to aggres-
sively press the case against
Republican President Donald
Trump’s reelection on Nov. 3.
Harris will likely aim to speak
directly to millions of women,
young Americans and voters of
color, some of the party’s most
important constituencies if

Police head to a protest site in Minsk. Reuters

Belarus leader orders
police to quash protests

EU announces sanctions after summit

REUTERS
BERLIN,AUGUST 19

BELARUSIAN PRESIDENT
Alexander Lukashenko ordered
his police on Wednesday to put
down protests in the capital
Minsk, signalling an escalation
after a week and a half of mass
demonstrations against his rule.

The European Union held an
emergency summit on the crisis,
rejecting Lukashenko’s re-elec-
tion in a disputed vote on Aug 9

and announcing financial sanc-
tions against officials the bloc
blames for election fraud and a
cracking down on protests.
“Our message is very clear.
Stop the violence,” said Charles
Michel, the EU summit chairman.
Lukashenko, facing the biggest
crisis of his 26-year rule, blamed
foreign countries for stirring the
unrest and says the protesters are
funded from abroad. “There
should no longer be any disorder
in Minsk of any kind,” he was
quoted as saying by state media.

OFFICIALS DENOUNCE THOSE INFECTED AS BIOTERRORISTS

Venezuela deploys securlty forces in Covid crackdown

ANATOLY KURMANAEV,
ISAYENHERRERA &
SHEYLAURDANETA
CARACAS, AUGUST 19

PRESIDENT NICOLAS Maduro of
Venezuela has tackled the coro-
navirus much as he has any in-
ternal threat to his rule: by de-
ploying his repressive security
apparatus against it.

Officials in Venezuela’s gov-
ernment are denouncing people
who may have come into con-
tact with the coronavirus as
“bioterrorists” and urging their
neighbors to report them. The
government is detaining and in-
timidating doctors and experts

who questlon Maduro’s policies
on the virus.

Anditis corralling thousands
of Venezuelans who are stream-
ing home after losing jobs abroad,
holding them in makeshift con-
tainment centers out of fear that
they may be infected.

Incommandeered hotels, dis-
used schools and cordoned-off bus
stations, returning Venezuelans
are forced into crowded rooms
with limited food, water or masks
and held under military guard for
weeks or months for coronavirus
tests or treatment with unproven
medications.

“They told us we’re contam-
inated, that we're guilty of infect-
ing the country,” said Javier

In July, National Guard officers raided a house in Caracas where
people had broken lockdown rules by having a gathering. NyT

Harris takes the stage on
Day 3 of the DNC

Biden is to defeat Trump.

The proceedings being at 9
pm ET on Wednesday (6.30 am
on Thursday in India).

Also speaking on the third
night of the party convention are
Barack Obama, the nation’s first
Black president, former
Democratic presidential nomi-

nee Hillary Clinton, who lost to
Trump in 2016, US Senator
Elizabeth Warren and the
Speaker of the US House of
Representatives, Nancy Pelosi.

Harris gained prominence
for her exacting interrogations of
Trump nominees, Supreme
Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh
and Attorney General Bill Barr,
while in the Senate.

Itwill also give her the oppor-
tunity to outline her biography
as a child of immigrants from
India and Jamaica who as a dis-
trict attorney, attorney general,
senator and now vice-presiden-
tial candidate shattered gender
and racial barriers.

Biden, 77, selected Harris,
55, for his running mate last
week, adding diversity and
generational balance to his
campaign. REUTERS

Bill Cllnton S
DNC role shrinks

FEW PEOPLE ever have logged
more time on Democratic
National Convention stages than
Bill Clinton. But his pre-recorded
appearance on Tuesday lasted
less than five minutes. Clinton
didn’t mince words. He tore into
President Donald Trump repeat-
edly. But his appearance was
tricky for his party, a big faction of
which is trying to leave behind
the centrist politics of the Clinton
era. The #MeToo movement has
also forced a re-evaluation of
Clinton’s history of sexual mis-
conduct allegations. AP

AOC nominates
Bernie Sanders

REPRESENTATIVE ALEXANDRIA
Ocasio-Cortez used her90seconds
on Tuesday at the convention to
nominate fellow democratic so-
cialist, Senator Bernie Sanders, for
the presidency and laud the pro-
gressive movement he had helped
advance. Performing the proce-
dural role that the DNC asked of
her because Sanders received
some delegates based on primary
results, she hailed “amass people’s
movement working to establish
21st-century social,economicand
human rights, including guaran-
teed health care..” NYT

Mali soldiers oust President after
armed mutiny, promise elections

President Keita, detained at gunpoint, dissolves Parliament

REUTERS
BAMAKO, AUGUST 19

SOLDIERS WHO ousted Mali’s
president and government in a
coup promised on Wednesday
to oversee elections within a
“reasonable” time, as calls
abroad grew for a swift resolu-
tion to an acute political crisis.
President Ibrahim Boubacar
Keita resigned and dissolved
Parliament Tuesday after the mu-
tineers detained him at gunpoint,
further destabilising a country in
the grip of a jihadist insurgency
and plagued by recent civil unrest.
Fearing Keita's fall after nearly
sevenyearsin power could desta-
bilise West Africa’s entire Sahel re-
gion, the 15-nation Economic
Community of West African
States (ECOWAS)suspended Mali
from its institutions. The African
Union chairman, South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa, de-

France, US keep aclose watch

FRANCE AND the US

will beamong foreign
countries keeping a

keen eye onwhatis
happening in Mali.

France has maintained a key
role in Malian affairs even after
the country’s independence
from the French in 1960. And
the US has stationed military
advisers in the country, which
has seen years of insurgency.
Mali has seen coups in the past,

EXPLAINED

and afteronein2012,a
large part of the country
was taken over by
®  [slamist militants with
ties to AlQaeda. They
were later driven away with
French military help, but the in-
surgency continues amid con-
cern that turmoil in Mali could
lead to extremists establishing
control of territory that could
then be used as a base from
which to launch global attacks.

manded an immediate return to
civilian government.

The mutineers have still not
identified their leader though
the mood in the capital Bamoko
appeared calm.

A spokesman for the muti-
neers, calling themselves the

LAST WEEK, just as the Food
and Drug Administration was
preparing to issue an emer-
gency authorisation for blood
plasma as a Covid-19 treat-
ment, a group of top federal
health officials including Dr
Anthony Fauci intervened, ar-
guing that emerging data on
the treatment was too weak,

FDA emergency approval of blood
plasma treatment put on hold

according to two senior admin-
istration officials. The authori-
sation is on hold for now as
more data is reviewed, accord-
ing to H Clifford Lane, the clini-
cal director at the National
Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases. An emer-
gency approval may still be is-
sued in the future, he said. NYT

Aristizabal, a nurse from the cap-
ital, Caracas, who said he spent
70 days in centres after he re-
turned from Colombia in March.

In one major city, San
Crist6bal, governing party ac-
tivists are marking the homes of
families suspected of having the

virus with plaques and threaten-
ing them with detention, resi-
dents said. In another city,
Maracaibo, the police are pa-

trolling the streets in search of
Venezuelans whore-entered the
country without official ap-
proval. NYT

New Delhi

National Committee for the
Salvation of the People, said they
had acted to prevent further
“chaos, anarchy and insecurity.”
A French military source in
Paris said the Army submitted
many options in response to
President Emmanuel Macron.

Latest US sailing
near Taiwan

was extremely
dangerous: China

REUTERS
BEIJING, AUGUST 19

CHINA'S MILITARY said on
Wednesday the latest US Navy
sailing near Chinese-claimed
Taiwan was “extremely danger-
ous” and stirring up such trouble
wasinneither country’sinterests.

The US guided-missile de-
stroyer USS Mustin sailed
through the narrow and sensi-
tive Taiwan Strait on Tuesday, the
US Navy said, in what have be-
come relatively routine trips in
recent months, though they al-
ways anger China.

The Eastern Theatre
Command of China’s People’s
Liberation Army said its air and
naval forces followed and mon-
itored the US ship throughout
its voyage.

“Any words or deeds that...
cause trouble in the Taiwan Strait
are notinline with the fundamen-
tal interests of China and the
United States, harm the well-be-
ing of compatriots on both sides of
the strait, pose real threats to peace
and stability in the region and are
extremely dangerous”, it said.

Chinese forces will remain on
high alert at all times to safe-
guard China’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity, it added.

Taiwan’s defence ministry
said the US ship was on an “or-
dinary mission” and passed
through the Taiwan Strait in a
southerly direction.

Sunil Kumar Nandeshwar
leaves a courtroom in Port
Louis, Mauritius, on Tuesday
after his arrest. Reuters

Indian captain of
ship in Mauritius
oil spill arrested

ABDILATIFDAHIR
NAIROBI, AUGUST 19

THE CAPTAIN of the ship that ran
aground in Mauritius and spilled
about 1,000 tonnes of oil into the
Indian Ocean has been arrested,
his lawyer said on Tuesday.

The captain, Sunil Kumar
Nandeshwar, was arraignedina
district court in the country’s
capital, Port Louis, on the charge
of endangering the safe naviga-
tion of a vessel, an offence under
Mauritian maritime laws.

Nandeshwar, an Indian na-
tional, was arrested alongside the
chiefofficer of the ship, Tilak Ratna
Suboda, a Sri Lankan. The two
were taken into police custody
and will appear again in court on
August 25, llshad Munsoor,
Nandeshwar’s lawyer, said.

The island nation is still grap-
pling with how to protectits coral
reefs and lagoons after the spill.

The MV Wakashio, aJapanese-
owned Panama-flagged bulk car-
rier, went off course and
grounded on a coral reef off the
coast of Mauritius on July 25. Less
than two weeks later, the ship
started leaking oil, leading to an
ecological disaster that could
have far-reaching consequences
for the country’s food security,
economy and tourism. NYT

Indian students struggle to
access Covid-19 hardship
funds in UK, says study

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, AUGUST 19

SEVERAL INDIAN students have
been struggling to access Covid-
19 hardship funds set up by uni-
versities to help outinternational
students facing financial con-
straints amid job losses due to the
coronavirus lockdown, a study
into migrant students has found.

The Unis Resist Border Controls
and Migrants’ Rights Network
found a “woeful lack of support
structures” in place within UK
higher education for international
studentsin the country onthe Tier-
4visa, withmany too afraid to seek
out helpwhen needed for fear that

this may impact upon their immi-
gration status.

Inasurvey conducted among
students from 28 countries across
31 universities in June at the peak
of the pandemiclockdown, 54 per
cent of the respondents were
from India and many of them re-
ported being rejected for hardship
funds and some having to resort
to free food banks to save costs.
“I've paid my full fees this year but
I'matriskin paying rentand find-
ing money for food because of no
job,”said one Indian student from
the University of Bedfordshire.

“We don’t have part time
jobs and our family members are
unable to support usin this pan-
demic,” he said. PTI
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PERSONAL

I, Greeshma C Nair W/o
N0.15691330N, Rank Hav.
Rajesh T.R/0-Manoj
Nivas,Kottathara
Post,Kottathara Village,Vythiri
Taluk,Wayanad Dist,Kerala
State,India, Pin-673122,inform
that my name wrongly
recorded Army record as
Greeshma Rajesh instead of
correct name Greeshma C Nair
as per affidavit.No.18 vol-
1/2020, Dt. 25-Jul-2020.

0040545234-8

AJAY NEGI S/0 Mohan Singh
Negi R/0 C3/256 Yamuna Vihar
Delhi53 changed daughter
Harshita mother name Amita
to Amita Rawat.

0130016434-1

I Falguni D/o Harvinder Singh
R/0-B-2/180 Yamuna Vihar,
Delhi-110053 have changed my
name to Falguni Kapasia,for all
purposes 0040545325-7

IArmy No. JC-220701F Hony.
Capt. Hans Raj S/o Late Sh.
Kashmir Singh R/0 V.P.O. Sansai
Tehsil Baijnath, Distt. Kangra-
176088 (H.P) disclosed that my
daughter name changed from
Niyati kumarito Niyati Jamwal
also her D.0.B. changed from
03-09-1986 to 17-11-1986 and
my son name changed from
Vikas kumar to Vikash Jamwal.

0040545284-1

I Chhoti Kumari D/o Sh. Mana
Ram Mahala R/0 848, 3rd Floor,
Lajwanti Garden, Near Tihar
Jail,HariNagar, New Delhi-
110064 have changed my name
to Avika Choudhary forall
purposes. 0040545302-3

IDileep Kumar, S/0O Sohan Lal
VermaR/0-4/23,Rama-Vihar,
Block-D, MohammadPur Majri
Delhi-110081,have changed my
name to Dileep Kumar Verma.

0040545325-1

I,Sudesh W/o Harvinder Singh
R/0-B-2/180 Yamuna Vihar
Delhi-110053,have changed my
name,from Sudesh to Sudesh
Kapasia,for all purposes.

0040545325-6

I,LKUMAR MACHOTRA S/O
KISHAN LAL MALHOTRA R/O
HNO.DU-147 VISHAKHA
ENCLAVE,PITAMPURA,DELHI-
110088.CHANGED MY NAMETO
SUNIL KUMAR MALHOTRA.

0040545358-8

I,Deepa Jain,W/0-Ashok Jain R/o
H.No.-61,Yadav Park Extn.
Najafgarh Road, Nangloi,Delhi-
110041,have changed my name
to Geeta Jain, DeepalJain &
Geeta Jain both are the same
person. 0040545367-1

I,Anjali Joshi,W/0-Jagraj
Singh,D/0-H. D Joshi,r/0-RZ
24,)-block,galino.2,west
sagarpur,new Delhi-
110046,have changed my name
from Anjali Joshi to Aashi Kaur
forall future Purpose.

0040545367-3

I,Aman Preet Singh Sidana S/o
Kanwaljit Singh,R/0-C-83,Fateh
Nagar,Tilak Nagar,New
Delhi,have changed my name
to Amanpreet Singh
Sidana,Aman Preet Singh
Sidana & Amanpreet Singh
Sidanaboth are the same
person. 0040545367-2

I, hitherto known as Vikas
Khan,S/o Dharamvir, Residing
at Ward.No.15, Safidon,
Distt.Jind Haryana-
126112,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Vikas. 0040545331-6

I, Yuvraj Singh S/o Veer Singh
R/0 WZ-327,Basaidarapur,
New Delhi-110015 have
changed my name to Nishant
Nayk permanently.

0040545331-3

I, Vimal Kumar S/o Sahi Ram
R/0-C-304,Tower-Hights
Apartment, Near,TV-Tower,
Pitampura,Delhi-34,have
changed my minor son’s name
Vaibhav to Vaibhav Partap
Singh. 0040545367-4

I, VIPEAN KUMAR KHOSLA,S/O
PREM DASS KHOSLA,H.NO.F-
3/28, KRISHNA NAGAR,
SHAHDRA, DELHI-110051,
changed my name to VIPIN
KHOSLA permanently.

0040545358-1

I, VED PARKASH MEHTA,S/O
PIARE LAL MEHTA,H.NO-316,
DDA-FLATS, VASANT-ENCLAVE,
VASANT-VIHAR, KUSUMPUR,
DELHI-110057,changed my
name to VED PARKASH,
permanently. 0040545325-5

I, SHAKUNTALA W/0 RAJBIR
DAHIYA R/O HNO.47-CVILLAGE
KAKROI, SONIPAT-131001. HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
SHAKUNTLA. 0040545358-4

I, Subhashree Nayak,S/o
Jogendra Kumar Nayak R/o-
Fatepur,PO-Gopiakuda,PS-
Kujanga,Dist-Jagatsinghpur,
Odisha-754141,have changed
my name to Subham Nayak,all
purposes. 0040545325-4

I, Rubi Biswas, spouse of
N0.15788729P Rank NK ,name
Himangshu Biswas, a resident
of Vill:- Palasha Bari, PO:-
TeteliSara, Teh:- KampurDist:-
Nagoan (Assam) have changed
my name from Rubi Biswas
now changed to Rubi Dekaraja,
vide affidavit dtd.-17-12-2019

0040545289-1

1, RADHEY SHYAM S/0 JAI
BHAGWAN R/0O RZ-B/48,B-
BLOCK,OLD JANKIPURI, UTTAM
NAGAR, DELHI-110059.
CHANGED MY NAMETO
RADHEY SHYAM GARG.

0040545358-7

I, Prashant S/o Late Subhash
Manchanda R/0-H.NO-106, S.F.,
Gali-2, Govindpuri, Kalkaji,
N.Delhi-19 have changed my
name to Prashant Manchanda
permanently. 0040545331-2

1,N0.15788729P Rank NK, name
Himangshu Biswas, aresident
of Vill:-Palasha Bari, P.O:-
Tetelisara, Teh:- Kampur, Dist:-
Nagoan (Assam)have changed
my daughter’s name from
Astha Biswas now changed to
AasthaBiswas vide affidavit
dtd.17-12.2019

0040545289-2

I, PUNEET KHOSALA,S/O VIPIN
KHOSLA,H.NO F-3/28, KRISHNA
NAGAR, SHAHDRA, DELHI
110051, changed my name to
PUNEET KHOSLA, permanently.

0040545358-3

l, MOHIT S/0 SUKHBIR DAYMA
ADDRESS- VILLAGE KADARPUR-
(84), GURGAON, HARYANA-
122101.,Have changed my
name to MOHIT DAYMA.

0040545358-2

I, Harvinder Singh,S/0 Shri
Jaswant Singh Khera, R/0-UP-
33,2nd-Floor, Maurya Enclave,
PitamPura, Delhi-110034,have
changed my nameto
Harvinder Singh Khera.

0040545331-8

I, Dipankar Dhoshal S/o Krishna
R/0.H.N0.54D, Amar-Colony
Phase-3, Kuamruddin Nagar,
West-Delhi-110041 have
changed my name to Dipankar
Ghosal. 0040545331-5

I, Chitarlekha W/o Ved Prakash
R/0H.No.513, Near Shiv Mandir,
Tilpat, Faridabad, Haryana-
121003, have changed my name
to Chironiji. 0040545331-4

I, Shubham S/o Jagdish Lal, r/o
3224 Sector9 A bahadurgarh
Distt. Jhajjar (HR)-124507 have
changed my name Shubham to
Shubham Kashyap vide
affidavit dated 19 Aug,2020.

0040545339-1

I, Sanampreet Singh,S/0 Shri
Harvinder Singh Khera R/0-UP-
33,2nd-Floor, Maurya-Enclave,
Pitampura Delhi-110034, have
changed my nameto
Sanampreet Singh Khera.

0040545325-3

I Prabal Bajaj S/o Sh.Atul Bajaj
R/0F-1/59, Sector-11, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 have changed my
name to Prabal Atul Bajaj for all
purposes. 0040545302-1

l,Babau Ram Yadav,S/o
Shri.Bhothuram Jainarayan
Yadav,R/0-B-183,Palam-Extn.
Near-Ramphal-Chowk,Sector-
7,Dwarka,New Delhi-
110075,have changed my
name,from Babauram
Bhothuram Yadav to Babau
Ram Yadav,for all,purposes.

0040545325-2

LOST & FOUND

My original Documents
Perpetual Lease Deed of
Property-No.C-14,Vishal
Enclave,New Delhi,has
lost.Finder contact: Rajnish
Kukreja,S/o Harish Kukreja
R/0-83,West Avenue-
Road,Punjabi Bagh,N.D.26,
Mobile.N0.9810095287.

0040545331-10

Itis notified for the information
that my original-qualifying
examination-certificate of
main-senior secondary-
examination year-1990,and
Roll.N0.281695,issued by CBSE
has been actually
destroyed,Name of
Candidate,Gursharan Singh
Johar,S/0.Raghbir singh
johar,R/0-200,FARMERS-
APARTMENT,SECTOR-
13,ROHINI,NEW-DELHI-110085.

0040545367-5

l,Umar Jamal S/0-Sh. Shami
Ahmed R/0-C.B.-6, Chitrgupt
Vihar,Sec-23, Sanjay
NagarGhaziabad,have Lost
Aawas Vikriya Vilekh-246
Mansi Vihar,Sec-23, Sanjay
Nagar Khasra.No.-941 &
953,Bahi-No.-1, Jilnd.No.-454,
writtenin Page.N0.47/51 Name
of Registry:-Rajesh Kumar
Pahuja S/0-Sh. Dharmchand.,
Finder Contact above address.

0040545319-1

I deepak pal Notified that my
Cbse certificate of class 12th,
year 2013 roll n0-9691986, has
been lost plz contact:
8178042951 0050167789-1

I Abrar Ahmed S/0-Mohd
Hussaini shop address-179
new-sabzi-Mandi okhla
Delhi,have lost my
shop,allotment-Possession-
letter,demand-letter.If anyone
finds;these papers,please
send me;the above address.

0040545358-10

PUBLIC NOTICE

That my client Shri Joginder Singh
Saini S/0 Shri Jayanti Prasad and Smt.
Neeraj Saini W/o Shri Joginder Sirgh,
both residents of House No.165, Gali
No.6, Than Singh Nagar, Anand
Parbat, Delhi-110005 have severed all
their relations with his son namely
Bejender Saini and his wife Smt.Pooja
Saini for all purposes and intends
being disobedient and disrespectful.
My clients hereby disown all of them
from inheriting any of their moveable
and immovable groperties and my
clients are not liable to any body for

their acts and deeds.
BEER SINGH NEGI - ADVOCATE
Ch.No.C-58, C.L.Joseph Block
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054
Mob : 8447652227

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Sh. Sharif Ahmed S/o.
Late Sh. Zahoor Ahmed and Smt.
Sabiya Bano W/o. Sh. Sharif Ahmed
R/o. H.No. A-39, Gali No. 02, Chand
Baﬁ]h, Krawal Nagar Road, New
Delhi -110094 has severed all his
relationship and debar his son
namely Mohd. Zunaid from their
moveable and immoveable
properties due to his disobedience
and out of control as he acts against
their wishes. My clients will not
responsible for any acts and deeds
of himin future.

DILIP KUMAR DUBE (Advocate)
Ch. No. C-101, C.L. Joseph Block,
Near Post Office, Tis Hazari Court,

Delhi -110054 (M): 9711760305

l,BOBBY S/O Mangu Ram R/O E-
1433 Jahangirpuri, North West
Delhi, have changed my name
to Rajender Kumar.

0040545285-1

1,BALRAM GARG S/0 JAI
BHAGWAN R/0 HNO.RZ-B/48,B-
BLOCK, OLD JANKIPURI, UTTAM
NAGAR, DELHI-110059.
CHANGED MY NAMETO
BALRAM. 0040545358-9

I, Ageel Ahmad Qadri S/o
Banney Shah R/0-477, Gali
No0.20A, Zakirnagar,
Jamianagar, N.Delhi-25 have
changed my nameto Ageel
Ahmad. 0040545331-1

I, Ajit Kumar Mohan Lal
Verma,R/O-Late Shri.Mohan
Lal Jai Ram Verma,R/0-S-27,
Parampuri,Third-Floor, Uttam-
Nagar,Delhi-110059,have
changed my name to Ajit
Verma. 0040545331-7

1, MONIA W/O HARJEET SINGH
R/O HNO.4A/3, TILAK NAGAR,
DELHI-110018. HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO MONIA KAUR.

0040545358-6

1, ANNU DEVI/ANNU SACHDEVA
W/0 ASHOKKUMAR R/O
HNO.A-1/333 A, SECTOR-6,
ROHINI, DELHI-110085.
CHANGED MY NAME TO SUSHIL
SACHDEVA. 0040545358-5

I MUSKAN D/o AJAY NEGI R/0
C3/256 Yamuna Vihar Delhi53
changed my mother name
AMITA to AMITA RAWAT.

0130016423-1

I Kshetrimayum Bireshor Singh
S/0, Kshetrimayum Lakhibabu
Singh R/0 H.no 1400/a 2nd
Floor, Room S4 Gali No.7, Wazir
Nagar Kotla Mubarakpur New
Delhi-110003 have changed my
name to Bireshor
Kshetrimayum 0040545296-1

I Khushi Arora D/o Sh.Kulvinder
Singh Arora R/o Flat No.1, Plot
No.44,Vasundhra Appt., Sec-9,
Rohini, Delhi-110085 have
changed my name to Khushi
Kaur Arora for all purposes.

0040545302-2

AJAY NEGI S/o Mohan Singh
Negi R/0 C3/256 Yamuna Vihar
Delhi53 daughter ASHWARIYA
mother name changed AMITA
to AMITARAWAT 0130016435-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is publicly informed that my client Mr. Jagdish
Lal Gogia S/o Late Mr. Vir Bhan Gogia R/o K-
2/13A, Model Town-li, Delhi hereby declares
that he alongwith Mr. Sharwan Kumar Gogia,
Mr. Krishan Lal, Mr. Kashmiri Lal Gogia Sons of
Late Mr. Vir Bhan Gogia & Mrs. Darshana D/o
Late Mr. Vir Bhan Gogia are the Co-owners of
Shop No. 107, Indra Market, Subzimandi, Delhi.
My client hereby further declares that he have
lost some documents of said property which
includes Agreement to sell & original Sale Deed
Dt. 7.6.1965 both in favour of Lakshmi Fruit Co.
alongwith one General Power of Attorney Dt.
5.2.1979, in favour of Jagdish Lal Gogia and he
has also got a Lost Report for the same, vide LR
No. 494011/2020. Any person/ Bank/ Financial
Institution who founds the same or any person
(except names mentioned above) who claims to
be the owner of the said property in part or full
then he/ she/ they shall contact either my client
at the said property address or me at my
number/address i.e. 9810587572/ Shop No. 4,
RU-BLK, DDA Market, Pitampura, Delhi, within
Seven Days from this Notice, failure of which my
client alongwith other Co-owners have full rights
to use, hold, enjoy, sell, Mortgage, release/
relinquish the same in any manner.
DHIRAJ CHAWLA (Advt)
Enrl. No. D/2051/08

PUBLIC NOTICE

“MY CLIENT SHRI RAJESH SON OF
LATE SHRI BANWARI LAL RESIDENT OF
HOUSE No.- 1163, GALI No. 11, SADAR
BAZAR, DELHI- 110008, DOES HEREBY
DISOWN AND DISINHERIT HIS SON
SHRI SORAB KUMAR AND DAUGHTER
IN LAW SHRIMATI KAJAL PRESENTLY
RESIDENT OF HOUSE No. 1163, GALI
No. 11, SADAR BAZAR DELHI- 110008
FROM ALL HIS PROPERTIES MOVABLE
OR IMMOVEABLE. MY CLIENT SHALL
NOT BE RESPONSIBLE OR LIABLE FOR
ANY ACTS DEEDS OR THINGS DONE
BY THE SAID SHRI SORAB KUMAR AND
HIS WIFE SHRIMATI KAJAL.”
Sd/- DEVRAJ SINGH (ADVOCATE)
Enroliment No. D-101/1978
Chamber No. 121, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Court Delhi-110084

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that
my clients Mr. Ram Nath Gupta S/o
Late Birbal Dass Gupta and his wife
Smt. Manju Gupta both R/o of B-52,
Retreat Apartment , |.P. Extn. Delhi-
92, have severed all their relations
with their son Naval Gupta and his
wife Aarti Gupta @ Jyoti Gupta and
disowned them from all their movable
and immovable properties , due to
misbehavior and cruel acts committed
by Aarti Gupta @ Jyoti Gupta towards
my above said clients. Any person
dealing with them shall be doing so at
his/her/their own risk and responsible
and my clients shall not be
responsible for their acts and deeds.
M.A. Hashmi, Advocate

169, Patiala House Courts, New Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform general public on behalf of
my client, Electronica Finance Ltd., who
had extended loan facilities against,
mortgage of properties: Shops bearing no.
317-A and 317-B on 3rd Floor,
admeasuring 125.45 sq. ft. and 130 sq. ft.
respectively in Vardhman Star Shop Mall
Multiplex, Site no. 1, Sec-19, Urban
Estate, Faridabad. The Original Sale
Deed dt. 22.09.2008 regd. vide Doc. No.
15050, Sale Deed dt. 26.06.2009 regd.
vide Doc. No. 4997, Sale Deed dt.
28.03.2018 vide Doc. No. 10604, Sale
Deed dt. 28.03.2018 vide Doc. No. 10605,
Builder Agreement dt. 13.12.2005 &
20.07.2006, Agreement to Sell dt.
04.06.2009 & 18.08.2008, Possession
Letter dt. 22.07.2008 & 10.09.2008,
Intimation of Possession dt. 20.06.2007
and Registry Receipt pertaining to the
aforesaid properties have been lost,
somewhere and NCR was lodged vide LR
No. 495777/2020 dated 18.08.2020 with
Delhi Police. If any person has any claim,
right or interest in aforesaid properties, he
may contact to the undersigned along with
supporting documents for his claim within
7 days from date of this publication, failing
which, it will be assumed that there are no
claims orissues in respect of the aforesaid
property.

RK. Tiwari (Advocate)
Ch. No. 830, PHC Delhi
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PUBLIC NOTICE
General public inform that my client
Shri Randhir Singh S/o Shri Nand Lal
Singh and his wife Smt. Nirmala Devi
Rlo B-113/2, Top Floor, Chhattarpur
Extension, Near Bikaner Milk Malai
wala, New Delhi- 110074 has severed
his relations and connections from his
son namely Harish Kumar and debar
him from all his movable & immovable
properties due to misconduct and
misbehaviour. If anybody dealing with
him will do so at his/her own risk and
consequences. My client will not be
responsible for any deeds and acts of
his son.
Rahul Sharma (Advocate)
Enrol. D/3798/12

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client sh. Ravinder chugh along with his
wife Smt. Shashi bala R/o WZ-1, 3rd floor,
Vishnu park, Tilak nagar, Delhi-110018,
have debarred/disclaimed their son namely
Harender chugh (Hunny) and his wife
Sapna chugh due to their Bad Bahevior,
Violence and harassment. Respectively
from their movable and immovable
properties and have broken down all their,
ties and relation due to bad behavior with
them. Accordingly, he desires that the public
is put to notice that Sh. Ravinder chugh will
not be responsible for any debts related to
his son harender chugh and his wife sapna

chugh any of their actions henceforth.
Sd/-
MOHIT BHARDWAJ
ADVOCATE
DELHI HIGH COURT
ENROLMENT NO: D/2597/18

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby
informed that |, Rakesh Kumar
S/o Sh. Nand Gopal R/o C-19,
Netaji Road, Adarsh Nagar,
Delhi- 110033, have lost/
misplaced my original ‘Gift
Deed’ of property No. C-19,
Netaji Road, Adarsh Nagar,
Delhi-33. In case any misuse
of the said Gift Deed been
done further | won’t be held
liable. If anyone find the same
may kindly contact me on
Mobile No. 9312284658

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all public that my client Sh.
Radhey Shayam Sharma age 65 years
S/o Sh. Hari Babu Sharma presently
resident at L - 1- 2064-A Ground Floor
Gali No. 15/4 Sangam Vihar New Delhi -
110080 have severed all relations with
their son namely Nitin Sharma and his
Jyoti Sharma and disowned them from all
their immoveable and moveable property
due to their disobedience and bad
behavior. My client shall not responsible
for their any acts and deeds in any
manner whatsoever.

Sd/-

HIMANSHU LATWAL
Advocate

Delhi High Court
D-1828/2013

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it Known to whole world at large
that I, Brij Lal s/o Baijnath r/o G 1/36,
Gali No. 2, Sai Enclave, Mohan
Garden, New Delhi -110059 , have
disowned and disinherited my son,
Ajay Kumar Yadav from all my
movables and immovable properties
situated in India, w.e.f. 20.08.2020.
Henceforth, my son, his wife, his legal
heirs or any person claiming through
him will not have any right, title and
interest in any of my movable and
immovable properties w.e.f
20.08.2020. Further, from today, | will
not be responsible for any acts,
actions and deeds committed by him. *
Manoj Kumar Advocate
Chamber No. 620, Rohini Court,
Rohini, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE

Through this Public Notice that my client,
Smt. Kanta Rani wife of Late N.K.
Makkar resident of 4/50, Nehru Nagar,
New Delhi has debarred her son namely
Inderjeet Makkar son of Late Shri N.K.
Makkar from all her movable and
immoveable properties, assets and
things, due to his disobedient behavior.
Any person deals with him in any
manner who will be sole responsible for
all acts, deeds and consequences.
Sd/-
AJAY SETH
ADVOCATE
Enrol. No. D/71/96 Chamber No. 351,
Lawyer's Block, Saket Court
Complex, New Delhi-110017
Mobile No.: 9811085865

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to the public at
large that my client Sh.

Pawan Kumar S/o Sh.
Yashpal R/o 296, Vipin
Garden, Nawada, Uttam
Nagar, West Delhi, New

Delhi- 110059, has debarred,
disowned and discard his
relationship with his elder son
Rahul Yadav S/o Sh. Pawan
Kumar, aged about 27 years
and younger Lalit S/o Sh.
Pawan Kumar, aged about 25
years and his wife Smt. Neha
Sharma W/o Sh. Lalit, aged
about 20 years, from all my
movable and immovable
properties due to their bad
behavior and cruel some
attitude and not in the control
of my client. If anybody deals
with them, then he/she will do
so at his/her own risks, costs
& consequences. My client
shall not be responsible for
the same in any manner & in

future.
Sd/- SATISH YADAV
Advocate
CH. No. B-123, Bawa Block,
Opp. Central Hall, TIS Hazari
Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed that,
Smt. Neelam Manchanda and Smt. Yashi
Chugh are the jointly owners of the
Freehold LIG Flat No. 19-C, Second Floor,
Block/Pocket-BG-1), situated at Shalimar
Bagh (West), Delhi’ (Will be called the
“Property”). That a document of chain of
the property which is original General
Power of Attorey dated 27/09/2003 (Reg.
No. 36118) executed by Sh. Ram Nath
Nayyar in favour of Smt. Sheetal Puri is
misplaced/lost anywhere. An FIR/NCR to
this effect has been already lodgedin
Crime Branch Delhi Police vide L.R. No.
496314/2020 on 18/08/2020. Any
person(s) dealing in any way with the said
property on the basis of above lost
document shall do so at his/her/their own
perilas the same shall be legally null and
void. Anybody aware of any such persons
claiming any rights, interest, lien, title
based on the above lost document or;
being found in possession of the same
may file objection within 15 days from the
date of this publication on Email id-
rohitiha399@gmail.com of undersigned.
Sd/-

Rohit Kumar, Advocate
Chamber No. F-712,
Karkardooma, Court, Delhi

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Open E-Tender Notice

Divl. Rly. Manager, Engineering,
N.W.Railway, Jaipur for and on behalf of
President of India invites open E-Tender
for the following works upto 15.30 hours
on the date shown as below : Tender No.
: ENGG-JP-2020-21-53, Name of work
with location : ADEN-FL sub division-
Leftover works such as drain,
covering, boundary wall, approach
road, plinth protection etc in newly
constructed ROH at FL & Leftover
works in newly constructed Quarters
at SFE & BILA station., Approx. Cost
of work : 9094546/-, Earnest Money
Rs.:181900/-, Tender No.: ENGG-JP-
2020-21-54, Name of work with
location : DEN/E/JP Section : -
Miscellaneous track works in the
jurisdiction of ADEN/BKI., Approx.
Cost of work : 21688840/-, Earnest
Money Rs. : 258400/-, Tender No. :
ENGG-JP-2020-21-55, Name of work
with location : Jaipur-Repair &
Maintenance of Ganpati Nagar cricket
ground, K.P. Singh Stadium At Jaipur
(for 12 Months), Approx. Cost of work
: 533210/-, Earnest Money Rs. :
10700/, Detail is available on N.W.Rly
website www.ireps.gov.in and Notice
Board in WA section, DRM Office,
NWR/Jaipur. Tender No. ENGG-JP-
2020-21-53 to ENGG-JP-2020-21-55 is
tbe closed on 09.09.20 at 15.30 hrs and
opened on 09.09.20 at 16.00 hrs.

715-SP/20

Please join us on [l /NWRailways

e-Tender Notice
e-tender Notice No. 23 of 2020-21
(Open)-Engg/DDU
On line (through e-tendering) for the
following work is invited by DRM/Engg/
DDU for and on behalf of the President of
India from experienced and financially as
well as technically sound contractors
including those enlisted with the Railway,
CPWD, BSNL, MES, PWD and other
public sector undertakings.
Tender No. 10-DDU-SRDEN-III-20-21
(i) Name of work with its location :
Provision of road connecting fly over cabin
to NH-2 road under ADEN/ JPL. (ii)
Approx. cost of the work : T 4889705.78
(iii) Earnest Money : ¥ 97800.00 (iv)
Date & time for submission of e-
tender :  09.09.2020, Up to 12:00 hrs.
(v) Website particulars of e-tendering
T www.ireps.gov.in

Divisional Railway Manager
East Central Railway, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhaya

PR/534/DDU/ENGG /T/20-21/32

e-Tender Notice

e-tender Notice No. 22 of 2020-21
(Open)-Engg/DDU

On line (through e-tendering) for the
following work is invited by DRM/Engg/
DDU for and on behalf of the President of
India from experienced and financially as
well as technically sound contractors
including those enlisted with the Railway,
CPWD, BSNL, MES, PWD and other
public sector undertakings.
Tender No. 11-DDU-SRDEN-|-20-21
(i) Name of work with its location :
Complete Track Renewal (P) work from
Km. 588.00-593.590 = 8.872 Km. and to
593.985-617.00=23.015 Km. REV line
under ADEN/II/DDU (ii) Approx. cost of
the work : ¥ 34034063.22 (jii) Earnest
Money : 320200.00
Tender No. 12-DDU-SRDEN--20-21
(i) Name of work with its location :
Construction and repair of cess,
widening berms, drain etc. and other
ancillary work like store godown/
Restroom in connection with CTR (P) work
under ADEN (I)/DDU (ii) Approx. cost of
the work : T 9190442.41 (jii) Earnest
Money : ¥ 183800.00 (iv) Date & time for
submission of e-tender: 11.09.2020, Upto
12:00 hrs. (v) Website particulars of e-
tendering : www.ireps.gov.in

Divisional Railway Manager
East Central Railway, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhaya

PR/535/DDU/ ENGG/T/20-21/44

i

TIRUNELVELI SMART CITY LIMITED

Opposite to Exhibition Ground, Swamy Nellaiappar High Road, Tirunelveli - 627

CORRIGENDUM

001, Tamil Nadu.

Tender Notice No

Name of Work

School in Tirunelveli Corporation

Development of Kids Play Zone and Stadium near Bharathiyar

2/2020-21/
Smart City/ | Implementation and Enhancement of SCADA System for Tirunelveli
SCM Zone -Phase -l

Zone - Phase -l

Implementation and Enhancement of SCADA System for Palayamkottai

DIPR/3134/TENDER/2020

It is informed that due to administrative reason, the last date of receiving of tender fixed on
26.08.2020 upto 15.00 hours and opening of tender fixed on 27.08.2020 at 15.30 hours is
postponed to receiving of tender on 28.09.2020 upto 15.00 hours and opening of tender on
29.09.2020 at15.30 hours.
Managing Director, Tirunelveli Smart City Limited, Tirunelveli Corporation Office,S.N.High Road, Tirunelveli - 627 001.
0462 - 2329328 Fax : 0462 - 2329327
Managing Director, Tirunelveli Smart City Limited.

Email ID: commr.tirunelveli@tn.gov.in Office :

HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer HPPWD Ghumarwin Distt Bilaspur H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the online bids on item rate
bids, in electronic tendering system, of from the eligible class of contractor registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in table.

Sr.| Name of Work Estimated | Starting Date Earnest [Deadline for
No. Cost for down- money [submission
loading Bid of Bid

1 | Clo link road to vill Behran Kohli ( Sh:- M/T in Km 0/0 to 1/750.) 907702/~ 30-08-2020 18200/ | 15-09-2020

2 | C/o makri to Chhanjoti road Km 0/0 to 2/250 ( Sh:- C/o 10.00 mtr Span 1230564/- 30.08.2020 25000/~ | 15-09-2020
RCC Slab culvert at RD 1/150.)

3 | Clo Science lab at Degree college Jhandutta ( SH:- C/o Building por- | 48192614/- 30.08.2020 500000/~ | 15-09-2020
tion Septic tank i/c WS & Sl etc.)

4 | C/o Mukhya Mantri lok Bhawan at Jhandutta in Tehsil Jhandutta ( Sh:- | 18366206/~ 30.08.2020 216200/~ | 15-09-2020
C/o Building portion septic tank WS&SI etc & Rain water Harvesting

|| tank

5 | C/o HSC Building at Bhapral ( Sh:- C/o building portion septic tank and 1620000/- 30.08.2020 33000/~ | 15-09-2020
WS &SI

2305/HP

The bidder are advised to note other detail of tenders from the department website www.hptenders.gov.in

On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh

Executive Engineer
Ghumarwin Divn ,
HP-PWD,Ghumarwin

83096
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HATSH
R eI EEACRIER DN R

E - TENDERING
PRESS NOTICE

The Executive Engineer, CD-XII,
Irrigation & Flood Control
Department, GNCTD Opp. ESI
Hospital, Basai Darapur Office
Complex New Delhi-110027
invites on behalf of the President of
India, online Item rate tender from
approved and eligible contractors
for the following works:-

1. NIT No. EE/CD XI1/20-21/01- (ID
No. 2020_IFC_193469_l)- HOA-
2711-A/R_& M/O Drains. SW-
Construction of parapet wall on the
left side of Nilothi Distributory from
Keshopur Pump House to Nangloi-
Najafgarh Road in Distt. West. E.C.
Rs. 58,54,122/- Earnest money Rs.
1,17,082/- period of completion 90
Days. (Date of submission &
opening of bid on 24.08.2020 at
3.00 P.M. & 3:30 P.M respectively).
AE-|

2. NIT No. EE/CD XIll/20-21/06- (ID
No. 2020_IFC_193470_1)- HOA-
2711-A/R_& M/O Drains. SW-
Cleaning of Storm water drain from
Nilothi Road to KSN Drain in Distt.
West. E.C. Rs. 8,97,695/- Earnest
money Rs. 17,954/- period of
completion 30 Days. (Date of
submission & opening of bid on
24.08.2020 at 3:00 P.M. & 3:30 P.M
respectively). AE-I.

3. NIT No. EE/CD XI1/20-21/07- (ID
No. 2020_IFC_193471_1)- HOA-
2711-A/R_& M/O Drains. SW-
Cleaning of Drain by super sucker
machine from Haryana Border to
PVC Road at village Tikri Kalan in
Distt. West. E.C. Rs. 7,63,041/-
Earnest money Rs. 15,261/- period
of completion 30 Days. (Date of
submission & opening of bid on
24.08.2020 at 3:00 P.M. & 3:30 P.M
respectively). AE-I.

4. NIT No. EE/CD XI1/20-21/08- (ID
No. 2020_IFC_193472_1)- HOA-
2711-A/R_& M/O Drains. SW-
Construction of parapet wall on the
left side of Nilothi Distributory and
Nilothi  Minor from Nangloi-
Najafgarh Road to Ranhola
Bakkarwala Road in Distt. West.
E.C. Rs. 55,48,466/- Earnest
money Rs. 1,10,969/- period of
completion 90 Days. (Date of
submission & opening of bid on
24.08.2020 at 3:00 P.M. & 3:30 P.M
respectively). AE-I.

5. NIT No. EE/CD XII/20-21/09- (ID
No. 2020_IFC_193473_1)- HOA-
2711-A/R_& M/O Drains. SW-
Construction of parapet wall on the
left side of Nilothi Minor from Lok
Nayak Puram Road to Sub Minor
No. 10 in Distt. West. E.C. Rs.
45,04,394/- Earnest money Rs.
90,088/- period of completion 90
Days. (Date of submission &
opening of bid on 24.08.2020 at
3:00 P.M. & 3:30 P.M respectively).
AE-I.

Note:- 1) Details of above
mentioned works & eligibility
criteria  can be seen and

downloaded from the web site
https://govtprocurement.delhi.
gov.in.

2) Amendment(s)/ alteration(s)/
corrigendum if any, will be
available at website only.

3) EMD in the form of Banker's
Cheque or Demand Draft or Fixed
Deposit Receipt (drawn in favour of
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD XII,
1&FC DEPTT., GNCT OF DELHI)
shall be scanned and uploaded to
the e-tendering website within the
period of bid submission. The
original EMD should be deposited
in the office of EXECUTIVE
ENGINEER, CD XII, I&FC DEPTT,,
GNCT OF DELHI within the period
of bid submission. (The EMD
document shall only be issued from
the place in which the office of
receiving  division office is
situated).

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER/CD-XII
DIP/Shabdarth/0233/20-21

Subject:

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, e-
Tenders under Two Bid System are invited through Director Sher-l-Kashmir Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences from Original Manufacturers/their Authorized
Distributors/ Dealers for supply of RT-PCR Kits & VTM for COVID-19 Screening

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
DEPARTMENT OF MATERIALS MANAGEMENT (IMPORTS SECTION)
SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

SOURA SRINAGAR, JAMMU & KASHMIR-190011
E-mail: ammoimports @skims.ac.in, Fax No: 0194-2403404

e-NIT No.: SIMS-324-NIT 10 (IMPORTS) OF 2020

DATED: 19.08.2020

Kits & VTM for COVID-19 Screening.

as per following:

Abbreviated Notice Inviting e-Tenders for Supply of RT-PCR

Sr. No. | Item Description Tentative required Quantity
1. VTM 50,000 Nos.
2. SARS-CoV-2 RT-PCR Kit 2,00,000 Reactions

The detailed tender document is available on www.jktenders.gov.in & on
SKIMS website www.skims.ac.in. The NIT schedule is as following:

Tender Fee

Rs. 1,000.00

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD)

Rs, 1,00,000.00

Last Date for Submission of Online Bids

31.08.2020 till 06.00 P.M.

Opening of Technical Bids

01.09.2020 at 12.30 P.M.

Complete bidding process will be online on e-Tendering portal www.jkten-
ders.gov.in & the tenders should be submitted strictly in accordance with the

provision of the detailed NIT.

No. SIMS-324-eNIT 10 (Imports) 2020-2580-85-5169-73
Dated:

19.08.2020

SIMS-5172

Sd/-

Asstt. Materials Management Officer

SKIMS

ON BEHALF OF

ROPEWAYS AND RAPID TRANSPORT SYSTEM
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION H.P. LIMITED (RTDC)

SHIMLA SMART CITY LIMITED

NOTICE

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Chief General Manager, RTDC on behalf of Shimla Smart City Limited
invites the Online bids on EPC tender for the under mentioned work from the eli-
gible Contractors/Firms.

Sr. Name of Work Estimated | EMD | Cost of Eligibile Time for
No. Cost (INR) | Tender Class of | Completion
inclusive of (INR) | Contractors
GST (INR)
1. | Engineering, Procurement and | 4.50 Crore | 9.00 | 10,000+ | Appropriate | 9 Months
Construction of 1 No. Foot Over Lakh GST Class in
Bridge (FOB) at Lift Point in State/Indian
Shimla (64 m Bridge Cable Stayed Railways
Bridge and 40 m of Steel FOB)

site

Availability of bid document and mode of submission: The Bid document
shall be available on website http://hptenders.gov.in & www.rtdchp.org as per key

https://hptenders.gov.in  and  submit

https://hptenders.gov.in.

dates schedule provided as under. The interested bidders may download the
Tender document and other instruction can be downloaded from HP Tender web-
their

bids

online on

Date of online Publication 25.08.2020 at 5.00 P.M.
2 | Downloading of e-tender 25.08.2020 at 5.00 P.M. to
15.09.2020 upto 5.00 P.M.
3 Last Date of Submission of e-tender 15.09.2020 upto 5.00 P.M.
4 | Date of Opening of Technical Bids 16.09.2020 at 03.00 P.M.

RTDC-2959-64

(Er. Rohit Thakur)
General Manager,

Ropeway & Rapid Transport System
Development Corporation, H.P. Ltd.
US, Club, Shimla-1
E-Mail: cgmrtdchp @gmail.com
Telephone No. 0177-2811001, 2811003

Downloaded Bid Document should not be tempered and if any such tempering
is detected before or after the opening of bids, his tender will be rejected/can-
celled. Detailed drawings/ specification, terms and conditions can be seen in the
bid document.

Sd/-

New Delhi
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POWER MINISTER RK SINGH SAYS HIS MINISTRY HAS SUGGESTED OVER 300 UNITS FOR EXTENSION ‘Only 1’7% Of restaurants Opell industry
’

With most thermal plants likely to miss clean energy
deadline, PowerMin recommends breatherupto2 yrs

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

WITH SEVERAL thermal power
plants likely to miss the govern-
ment’s 2022 deadline forinstalling
equipment to minimise pollution
from their operations, the Ministry
of Power is recommending that
the deadline be extended by up to
two years for over 300 such units.
The recommendation was made
lastweekinaletter to the Ministry
of Environment, Forests and
Climate Change (MoEF), said
Power Minister RK Singh.

“I believe it (the extension) is
necessary,” the Minister told The
Indian Express in an interview,
adding the final decision will be
taken by the MoEF and, in specific
cases, the Supreme Court.

Of a total of 448 units that are
planned for flue-gas desulfuriza-
tion (FGD) systems — which re-
move sulphur dioxide (SO2) from
exhaust flue gases — the Ministry
is recommending 322 with a ca-
pacity worth 1 lakh megawatt
(MW)for an extension, according
tothe Minister. The Ministry is “not
touching” cases pending at the
Supreme Court and instances

Loans worth
8.4 lakh crore
may enter recast
scheme: Report

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,AUGUST 19

LOANS WORTH Rs 8,40,000
crore, or 7.7 per cent of the total
bank credit, of corporates and
non-corporates, including retail,
agri, micro, small and medium
enterprises segments, are likely
to get restructured under the
Reserve Bank of India’s proposed
loan restructuring scheme to
bring down COVID-related
stress, according to an India
Ratings report.

AtleastRs 2,10,000 crore (1.9
per cent of banking credit) of the
non-corporate loans are likely to
undergo restructuring, which
would have otherwise slipped
into non-performing assets,
India Ratings said. While the six-
month moratorium on loan re-
payments will end on August 31,
the RBI has allowed banks to re-
castloans which were classified
as standard as on March 1,2020.
The RBI-appointed Kamath
panel is working out the details
of the recast plan.

Total bank creditas on July 31
is Rs 102.65 lakh crore, accord-
ing to the RBI data.

The total figure could be
higher if restructuring in non-
corporate segments exceeds 1.9
per cent of the total bank credit.

—— BRIEFLY —

Bond sale: SBI
raises¥8.9K cr

Mumbai: State Bank of India
(SBI)hasraised Rs 8,931 cro-
re via Tier-2 bond sale, with
6.80 per cent interest rate.

CClrelieffor
WhatsApp UPI

New Delhi: The Competition
Commission of India (CCI)

Rajiv Gandhi Thermal Power Plant at Khedar (Haryana Power
Generation Corporation Ltd) in Hisar, Haryana. Express file

where Central Pollution Control
Board hasimposed penalties.

“We are not recommending
twoyears foreverybody. Thereare
some cases where we are not rec-
ommending(anextension) where
they are already in progress,” he
said."“.. Different categories will re-
quire different timelines for exten-
sion,” he added.

The process of commissioning
FGD for thermal capacity hasbeen
conducted in a “phased” manner
that consists of a feasibility study;,
following which tender specifica-
tions are made and Notices
Inviting Tenders are issued. Bids
are awarded based on this, follow-
ing which FGD is commissioned.

Of the 448 units comprising

nearly 1.70 lakh MW capacity, fea-
sibility studies were yet to start in
around 10 units consisting of 3,560
MW as on August 11. Of the re-
maining 438, feasibility studies
had been conducted on around
416 units (1.57 lakh MW), tender
specifications made for 329 (1.31
lakh MW), NITs issued for 294
(1.20lakhMW)and bids awarded
for 130 units (58,000 MW). FGD
has been commissioned for four
of these units (1,740 MW).
India’s green push has been
blunted somewhat due to the fee-
ble progress in addressing the en-
vironmental damage on account
of the country’s massive fleet of ag-
ing and inefficient coal- and lig-
nite-fuelled thermal power plants,

41ST MEETING SLATED FOR AUGUST 27
GST Council meet: Centre-states tussle likely over compensation

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

THE GOODS and Services Tax
(GST) Council will hold its 41st
meeting on August 27 to discuss
the single-point agenda of comp-
ensation to states for revenue los-
ses under the indirect tax regime.
Several options including expand-
ing the ambit of compensation
cess, market borrowing to fund
compensation deficit along with
a future plan for rate rationalisa-
tion beginning from correction of
inverted duty structure for some
itemsare expected to be discussed
in the meeting, officials said.

The meeting is expected to see
a tussle between states and the
Centre, as they have already voic-
ed differing opinions on the pro-
posal for market borrowing, Aleg-

Some seek
hikein
@ rates

EXPLAINED

THE RESOLUTION of com-
pensation issue has been
pending since October
last. Some states have sug-
gested that the Council
should, sooner or later,
consider raising tax rates.

al opinion by the Attorney General
of India is learnt to have put the
ball squarely in the Centre’s court,
stating that the Centre does not
have the obligation to pay for rev-
enue shortfalland the Council can
recommend to the Centre toallow
the states “to borrow on the stren-
gthof the future receipts from the

Apple Ist publicly listed US
co to top $2 tn in mkt value

REUTERS
NEW YORK, AUGUST 19

APPLE INC became the first pub-
licly listed US company with a $2
trillion stock market value on
Wednesday. Shares in the com-
pany have surged since blowout
quarterly results in July that saw
the iPhone maker eclipse Saudi
Aramco as the world’s most valu-

Sebi proposes tighter relisting
norms for CIRP companies

monthsand 25 per cent within 3 years from
the date of breach of minimum public share-
holding norm. The second option proposes

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,AUGUST 19

able listed company, up about 57
per cent in value so far in 2020.

The moves reflect growing in-
vestor confidence in Apple’s shift
towards relying less on sales of
gadgets and more on services for
itsusers. With Amazon, Microsoft
and Google-owner Alphabet, all
now worth around $1 trillion or
more, the big US tech companies
are together worth more than
$6 trillion.

THE 8,764 per cent rise in the share price of
Ruchi Soya Industries, after the Corporate
Insolvency Resolution Process (CIRP), has
prompted Sebi to propose stringentrelisting
guidelines. In a discussion paper, Sebi has
proposed three options for CIRP companies
toincrease public float at quicker timelines.

Under option 1, post-CIRP, companies
should be mandated to achieve at least 10

post-CIRP, firms should be mandated to
have atleast 5 per cent public shareholding
attime of relisting. Such firms may be given
12 months to achieve public shareholding
of 10 per cent and further 24 months to
achieve public shareholding of 25 per cent.
Option three stipulates post-CIRP, compa-
nies should be mandated to have atleast 10
per cent public shareholding at time of relist-

mostof whichare highly polluting
intermsof carbon dioxide and SO2
emissions. This move to push the
deadline comes at a time newer,
cost-efficientand less polluting su-
percritical thermal plants are
struggling to get customers or coal,
while the inefficient, highly pollut-
ing and aging plants continue to
sell costly power under the protec-
tion of long-term power purchase
agreements to discoms.

In June 2017, the Power
Ministry had informed the Enviro-
nment Ministry that 165.9 gi-
gawatts(GW)of 1871 GW —or89
per cent of the country’s existing
coal-based power capacity —were
notincompliance with SO2 emis-
sion limits notified in 2015.

Even though the 2015 norms
stated all existing coal-based
plants need to follow emission
limits by December 7, 2017, the
Ministry stated it would take
“seven years” to “retro-fit” FGD
systems in the existing capacity. It
had alsostated that the remaining
19.9 GW of the aforementioned
165.9 GW capacity either does not
have “space” oris “not interested”
ininstalling FGD systems.

While progressin getting ther-
mal plants to install FGD systems,

compensation fund”, with the
central government to take the “fi-
nal decision in the matter”.

States, on the other hand, are
of the view that the compensation
fund is unlikely to have enough
funds, so it won’t have enough
funds to cover for the borrowing
by states. Some of them have in-
stead suggested raising tax rates
and bringing more items into the
ambit of compensation cess to
shore up revenues.

States such as Punjab, Kerala
and Bihar are not in favour of be-
ing asked to borrow to bridge the
revenue gap, which will be then
repaid from the compensation
cess fund. Punjab has suggested
five measures — ad-valorem com-
pensation cess to factor in infla-
tion, subsuming central excise
duty on cigarettes and tobacco
products in compensation cess,

including drawing up the scheme,
holdingbids and placing work or-
ders, happened after 2017 “in a
large number of cases”, several
thermal units have been facing
challenges, as per the Minister.
“One major issue is that of fi-
nancing, The banks were reluctant
to finance...because they said that
there has to be a visibility of en-
hanced tariff onaccountof the ad-
ditional investment which is be-
ing made, which is almost Rs 55
lakh per megawatt,” said Singh.
Another issue relates to the
government’s Make in India push
and theensuing requirement fora
large proportion of value addition
in capacity to be domestically
sourced. “The COVID-191lockdown
is another major factor...that is
about a minimum of six months
in which that much extension is
necessary,” he added.
Paradoxically, while being in-
efficient, old coal/lignite thermal
power plantsare operationally in-
flexible and not capable of quickly
changing their output (ramping
up or down) in tandem with the
RE generations giving varying out-
put each time of the day.
Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

settlement of pending IGST dues,
bringing back certain items into
the 28 per cent tax slab,and inclu-
sion of services consumed by rich
in the topmost 28 per cent slab —
as possible solutions to reduce the
revenue gap and hence the bur-
den of compensation to states.
Therest of the shortfall in compe-
nsation could be then paid by bor-
rowing by the Centre.

Bihar has also said that bor-
rowing by states or the Centre, if
to be repaid from the compensa-
tion cess fund, is not feasible and
that the Council should consider
raising GST rates, sooner or later.

OnAugust 1, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said the Atto-
rney General’s view on GST com-
pensation was sought after con-
sultation with states and a
meeting of the Council would be
held to discuss the legal opinion.

operating at 8-10% of pre-COVID levels’

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19

DESPITE Amove towards unlock-
ing the economy, the restaurant
industry is only operating at 8-10
per cent of the pre-COVID levels,
with the slump largely being on
account of markets being in lock-
down, consumers not stepping
out due to fear of transmission
and restaurants not opening up,
evenifthecityis notinlockdown,
areport by Zomato said.
Notably, the report pointed
out, even in cities where restric-
tions have been lifted, only 17 per
cent dining out restaurants are
open for business at the moment,
which are also running at low ca-
pacity. Among the major cities
where restaurants are allowed to
open for dining out, only 9 per
centof eateries are openin Chenn-
ai, 12 per centin Delhi, 19 per cent
inBengaluru, 21 per centin Hyde-
rabad and 29 per cent in Kolkata.
“Ofthe 83 per centrestaurants
that are not open for business, 10
per cent have already shut down

DINING OUT RESTAURANTS: STATUS

12%

Restaurants Surveyed

Bengaluru DelhiNCR Hyderabad Kolkata
Data s only for cities where restaurants are allowed to open for dining out

M Not open for business
M Open forbusiness

Chennai

permanently and we anticipate
anadditional 30 per cent restaura-
ntstonotreopenatall. Remaining
43 per cent are closed right now
butlikely to open, as the situation
becomes better;” the report noted.

Contrarily,Zomatoreported its
food-delivery business clocking
75-80 per cent of pre-COVID gross
merchandise volumes (GMV).
“Some areas in some cities are
clocking higher GMV than before
(affluent neighbourhoods no
longer fear contagion from food
delivery,and are combining home
entertainment with outside food).

Cabinet okays proposal for
leasing out 3 more airports

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

UNION ENVIRONMENT Minister
Prakash Javadekar said the Cabinet
hasapproved the proposal for leas-
ing out Jaipur, Guwahati, and
Thiruvananthapuram airports
through the PPP model. Adani
Enterprises had won the rights to
run six airports — Lucknow,
Ahmedabad, Jaipur, Mangaluru,
Thiruvananthapuram,  and
Guwahati — through the PPP
model after acompetitive bidding
process in February 2019.

In July 2019, the Cabinet ap-
proved the proposal forleasing out
the other three airports —
Ahmedabad, Mangaluru and
Lucknow — to Adani Enterprises.
At a press conference on
Wednesday, Union Environment
Minister Prakash Javadekar said
the Cabinet has approved the pro-
posal for leasing out Jaipur,
Guwahati,and Thiruvananthapu-
ram airports through the public-

Minimum wage criteria rules ‘ambiguous’: ILO paper

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 19

TERMING THE current minimum
wage fixing criteria in the draft
minimum wage rules asambigu-
ous, the International Labour Org-
anization (ILO)inadiscussion pa-
per has called for refining of the
rulesand suggested relying on the
evidence-based approachas sug-
gested by the expert committiee
ondetermining the methodology
for fixing the national minimum

wage earlier.

“The wage rules donotoutline
the exact criteriaand methods for
fixation of floor wage rates by the
Central Government, except for
stating some broad components
such as food, clothing, housing
and any other factors...India, with
more than 70 years of experience
in implementation of minimum
wage regulation and 24 years of
implementing the NFLMW, can-
not afford to leave the floor wage
fixation criteriaambiguousin the
wagerules,” the paper;, co-author-

ed by ILO Wage Specialist Xavier
Estupifian, VV Giri National Lab-
our Institute’s faculty Anoop Satp-
athy and Indian Economic Service
officer Bikash K. Malick, said.
The Expert Committee had
earlier recommended setting the
national floor wage at Rs 375 per
day (Rs 9,750 per month) as per
July 2018 prices, which if now up-
dated toJanuary 2020 prices, will
be Rs 413 per day (10,738 rupees
per month), it said.
Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

=

Union Environment
Minister Prakash Javadekar
ata press conference in New
Delhi on Wednesday. P11

private partnership (PPP) model.

The Cabinet also approved a
one-time relaxation to Power
Finance Corporation and Rural
Electrification Corporation for ex-
tending loans to discoms. As per
the relaxation, discoms can avail
loans beyond the earlier limit of
a working capital cap of 25 per
centoflastyear’s revenues under
the Ujwal DISCOM Assurance
Yojana (UDAY).

Predictably, residential areas are
doing 50 per cent better than
commercial areas. Restaurants in
and around commercial districts
are expected to take the longest to
recover,” the report said, adding
that sporadic lockdowns in some
citiesdisrupt business as usual for
a few days but delivery volumes
bounce backas soonas these lock-
downs are lifted.

It said the number of restau-
rants offering delivery is at 70 per
cent of pre-COVID levels, of which
about 5 per cent did not offer food
delivery services pre-COVID.

Loss prevention:
Irdai panel proposes
Section 8 company

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,AUGUST 19

AWORKING Group set up by the
Insurance Regulatory and Develo-
pment Authority of India (Irdai)
has recommended setting up a
Section 8 company, with the ob-
jective of promoting safety and
loss prevention.

“The company should focus
on creating an environment of
safety and loss prevention among
industries, businesses, insurers
and society,” the panel said, addi-
ngitshould be funded by Irdaiand
the generalinsurance. A Section 8
company is registered for charita-
ble or ‘not-for-profit’ purposes.

The panel said the company
should not be directly involved in
commercial activities like risk in-
spection, tracing of cargo, cargo
supervision, route surveys, etc.
These activities should be left to
private business units and these
units need to be accredited by this
institution, it said.

Division.

above Government website only.
DIPR/3127/TENDER/2020

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU
HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT
TRICHY (CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE) CIRCLE
TENDER NOTICE
Tender Notice No0.26/2020-21/HDO/Dated:19.08.2020

For and on behalf of Governor of Tamil Nadu, Percentage tender through online only will
be received up to 07.09.2020, 15.00 hours by the Superintending Engineer (H) C&M Trichy
Circle, TVS Tollgate, Pudukkottai Road, Trichy-20 for the works of Package No.18, 26, 31, 34,
39, 45, 47, 50, 54, 61, 73, 74, 111 and Reconstruction of Bridge at Km.4/6 of Kilvelur -
Katchanam road pertaining Trichy, Nagapattinam, Pudukottai and Tiruvarur (H) C&M

Details of Works, approximate value of works, EMD, availability of tender documents and all
other details are available from 21.08.2020 onwards in the Government website
https://tntenders.gov.in. If any Changes / Corrections in the tender, it will be published in the

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (H)

C&M CIRCLE, TRICHY-20

21 TAMILNADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD.

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (E-TENDERING PROCESS)

Sl. No | Tender Inviting Authority Specification No. Total
1 CE/MTS 002 1
2 CE/Hydro (HE 2388 Due Date Extension) 1
3 CE/MTPS-II (06 Due Date Extension) 1

2 TAMIL NADU TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LTD.

4 | SE/Transmission-I|

T-2163 [ 1

For details of works/Procurement/Due date of submission/opening
Corrigendum, Due date extension, viewing and downloading of e-tenders,
please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.in www.tantransco.gov.in,
www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app,

DIPR/3091/TENDER/2020

on Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT)
Warehousing Corporation.

CENTRAL WAREHOUSING CORPORATION

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
Corporate Office: 4/1, Siri Institutional Area, August Kranti Marg,

Hauz Khas, New Delhi-110016
WAREHOUSING FOR EVERYONE
PUBLIC NOTICE
CALLING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Central Warehousing Corporation invites Expression of Interests (EOI) for
developing Cold Storage Facility/Food Processing units/Packaging units,

Interested parties may visit our website www.cewacor.nic.in for complete
detail, terms & conditions of EOl Document.

Dated : 19.08.2020

basis, in warehouses of Central

GGM (SP&C), CWC, New Delhi

MANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(A Government of Karnataka undertaking)

MESCOM

Corporate Office, MESCOM Bhavana, Kavoor Cross Road,

Bejai, Mangaluru - 575004. Ph: 0824-2885795 E-mail : sepmescom@rediffmail.com
CIN: U40109 KA 2002 SGC 030425

No. MESCOM/SEE(P)/EEE(P)/2020-21 / 5987

Date: 17.08.2020

TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through e-Procurement Portal Only)

MESCOM invites tender for Design, Manufacture, Testing, Supply and
Commissioning of the following material:

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

Tender No.

Name of the Materials proposed
for Procurement

Quantity

Distribution Transformer Test Bench,

rejected claims of Whats-
App using its dominant po-
sition to gain market in the
digital payments sector. ENS

ing. Such companies may be provided 3
years to achieve MPS of 25 per cent.

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT

TIRUNELVELI (CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE) CIRCLE
TENDER NOTICE
Tender Notice No.09/2020-21/HDO/ dated:19.08.2020

MESCOM/

2020-21/ suitable for testing of 1 phase and

IND700 3 phase, 50 Hz, 11kV/433 volts Distribution
Transformers from 5 KVA to 500 KVA.

The interested eligible bidders may

www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in on or after 21.08.2020.

per cent public shareholding within six 1 Set

log on to :

‘Need to treat DoT opposes RCom

. . . ) X Sd/- Superintending Engineer (Ele.) (Proc.) MESCOM, Mangaluru
NPCI arm fOf ﬁxed llne SErvices resolution plan, says won t For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu, Percentage For Power Related Complaint & Assistance Call Toll Free Number 1912
gIobaI markets on par with be able to recover its dues tender through online only will be received upto 21.09.2020 at Government of Telangana
.. : . o . . . HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN
New Delhi: The National Pay- water eleCtI'lCItY’ 14.00 hours by the Superintending Engineer (H), C&M, WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD
ments Corporation of India ’ ENSECONOMIC BUREAU . . Olo. Chief General Manager (E), PCC-II, Khairatabad, Hyderabad - 04.
(NPCI)Wednesday announ- MUMBAI AUGUST 19 Tirunelveli Circle for CRIDP 2020-21 Works, Package No.27
cedlaunchofasubsidiary |  ENSECONOMICBUREAU and 47, 50 pertaining Thoothukudi and Tirunelveli (H) C&M, __= .
NPCI International Paym- NEW DELHI, AUGUST 19 THE DEPARTMENT of Telecommunications (DoT) e"e"dem;tt'ce No. Name of Work App’é’é{lmate
ents Ltd (NIPL) for its inter- has opposed the resolution plan of Anil Ambani’s Divisions package No.51, 53 and 57 of Nagercoil (H) C&M P Na" 0370eGM =T Rehabiliation. S - 3
national growth ambitions. INDIA NEEDS to focus on the  Reliance Communications (RCom) and Reliance Division PCCIZon e-3-Sew-|(m;))/ ":p;v'e'm?r'l?"‘of ;r:;grt Network in R%ryrgfz
o govtoffucdivendimad Teom ettt |
Tradlng In tivity can have continuity and  approved by the committee of creditors (CgC).p Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD, availability a19-05:2020 Zﬂ@p!;yér:nonﬁigiﬁ%in'gy?fghgg tl£%4t%8|talzg
_ speed issues, Telecom Regulatory The National Company Law Tribunal Wednesday of tender documents and all other details are available from pipe sewer mains, sub-mains and SWG
G TAM at IEX Authority of India(Trai)Chairman  asked DoT to submit its objections in writing by . ] ;'pe Iﬂtlercals "'(‘:.Nelf le1 caItIChme”ts of
New Delhi: Indian Energy RSSharmasaidonWednesday.  August 21. The DoT has claimed adjusted gross rev- 24.08.2020 onwards in the Government website : one-llCore City - Package-Il.
1.The bid documents download starts online from Dt: 24.08.2020

Exchange (IEX) Wednesday
said it will launch trading in
green term-ahead market
(G-TAM) on Friday, as it has
received power regulator
CERCnod for the same. PTI

The country must treat broad-
band service connectivity on par
with other essentials like water
and electricity, Sharma said,
addingright of way rules will have
tobe modified to give betteraccess
tofixed line services.

enue (AGR) dues from RCom of Rs 25,199.27 crore,
and claimed that RCom’s deferred liability for spec-
trum purchased between 2014-2016 amounts toRs
1,597.68 crore, as on October 2019. The current res-
olution plan,approved by CoCin March, entails real-
isation of around Rs 23,000 crore from sale of RCom
assetsand clawback of money paid to some lenders.

2. Name and address of Chief General Manager (Engg), Concerned - Chief
General Manager (Engg), Project Construction Circle-Il, HMWSSB,
Khairatabad, Hyderabad - 500004. 3. The Contractors/firms are requested to
uploaded the information in the ‘ZIP’ format preferably. 4. Further details can be
seen @ https:/itender.telangana.gov.in

https://tntenders.gov.in. If any Changes/Corrections in the
tender, it will be published in the above Government website only.

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER(H),
C&M, TIRUNELVELI CIRCLE

DIPR/3128/TENDER/2020

Sd/- Chief General Manager (Engg), PCC-ll, Khairatabad, Hyderabad, TS.

New Delhi
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SPORT

PSG ENTER FINAL

Paris St Germain reached their first ever Champions League final
with a 3-0 win over RB Leipzig on Tuesday, inspired by Argentine

Angel Di Maria.

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, AUGUST 19

MAHENDRA SINGH Dhoni’s international re-
tirement would leave an empty feeling in-
side all those who have shared a dressing
room with the legendary wicketkeeper-bats-
man. But perhaps none more so than the
wrist-spin duo of Yuzvendra Chahal and
Kuldeep Yadav, for whom the former India
captain was friend, philosopher and guide,
allrolled into one package. It was Dhoni who
orchestrated their every move from behind
the batsman and helped them mature, both
on and off the field.

Dhoni showed them what they didn’t see.
He gave them wings to fly, and made them
believe they can soar. On their own. It in-
volved scolding, hand-holding, cajoling,
praising, silent nods of appreciation and
mentoring, both on and off the field.

An emotional Kuldeep first talks about
the presence. He first sets up the scene for us.
Picture arampaging batsman, a big-name of
your choice, staring across the pitch as you
amble in to bowl, his body language scream-
ing violence is on his mind. What did
Kuldeep see at that moment?

“The batsman can be a huge name but the
man standing behind him is the mostimpos-
ing figure (Batsman kitna bhi bada ho, us-sey
peechhe khada aadmi sabse bada hai),”
Kuldeep says. Any nervousness ballooning
in the mind is punctured. “I always felt as if
my coach is standing there and telling me
what to do. Chahal and me were like soldiers
waiting for Mahi bhai’s orders. Whatever he
said we just followed without asking any-
thing.”

Chahal says trust was the key factor in this
guru-shishya relationship. “We used to trust
him blindly, because he knew what is hap-
pening. He was getting a complete picture
(from behind the stumps),” Chahal says.

Both personalise it with on-field anec-
dotes. The moments when their doubts were
cast aside by Dhoni’s invisible hand. Kuldeep
against the always-keen-to-attack Glenn
Maxwell and Chahal vs two left-handers, in
theory not so easy for a leg-spinner.

Kuldeep, first. “It was a game in Nagpur
January last year. Maxwell was in good form,

Thought & bowled Dhoni

Wrist spinners Yuzvendra Chahal and Kuldeep Yadav on how MSD’s guidance from behind the stumps was vital for them being able to outwit batsmen time and again

batting aggressively.” Not to worry, Dhoni hai
na. “He kept telling me, keep it away from
him, and keep it flat (“is-sey durrakhna, letaa
ke rakhna”). The idea was that Maxwell
should be reaching out for the ball, not to feed
him anything too close or too flighty to swing
his arms to the leg side. Also,  had to keep it
in the same area.” Kuldeep played on the pa-
tience and ego of the dasher.

Australia needed 129 from little over 26
overs when Maxwell came in. Not much. The
required run rate was under five, less than
their ongoing run rate, and they had seven
wickets in hand. Basically, wickets were what
India needed. Maxwell started patiently,
choosing to settle in, reaching two from nine
balls when Kuldeep was brought back into
the attack.

Dhoni is on Kuldeep’s ear with his plan.
And so, the chinaman bowler starts with
three googlies - the quickest hands behind
the stumps even whip off the bails once in
an aborted stumping appeal. The over ends.

Next over, more of the same. “Durrakhna,
letaa ke rakhna” (Away and flattish). Two
more googlies. Then comes the real leta ke
rakhna ball. And this time, Kuldeep had
pulled back the length just a touch and gets
itto skid along as a tied-down Maxwell looks
to break free with an attempted pull. Mistake.
The stumps are pegged back. Kuldeep feels
he owes that wicket to Dhoni. “I bowled five
balls around the same area and the sixth ball,
he went to play across and was bowled.” The
plan had worked.

Now, Chahal steps in with his stories.
February 2018 at Centurion in South Africa.
His first five-wicket haul. He cues up the JP
Duminy dismissal.

“Duminy was sweeping a lot.” Not just
against him, but to Kuldeep as well. “When
came to bowl, Mahi bhai said, ‘just bowl
stump to stump because if he misses, you
will get an LBW. Don’t worry if he hits. Keep
itup.”

Duminy paddle-sweeps Chahal in his first
spell and when he comes back for the sec-
ond, he almost immediately goes for a sweep
off a ball on the stumps. He gets a little bit of
wood on leather and Chahal’s appeal dies in
his mouth. In his next over, then leggie tries
agoogly from the leg-stump line but it's read
by Duminy, who dabs it away. Next over, af-

MS Dhoni celebrating with one of the young spinners after plotting the downfall
of a batsman was a common sight in the shorter formats. File

“If he would have been there for
two more years, it would have been
great for everyone, not only for us.
Whenever we came to bowlin
tough situations, he cleared our
thought process.”

YUZVENDRA CHAHAL

ter a couple of deliveries around the off-
stump, and after watching Duminy stay back
to defend a rather full delivery, Chahal re-
members Dhoni’s advice - “Tilli (matchstick,
his nickname)isko dande pe hirakhna,” (keep
iton the sticks)-and whips it full on the mid-
dle and leg line. Duminy goes for the sweep
but the ball dips and drifts towards the mid-
dle, escapes the bat and pings the pad in front
of middle stump. Joy, all around.

“Ithappened just the way Mahi bhai had
said,” Chahal says.

The trust kept growing. Another frag-
ment of memory drifts in. It's February 2019,
and Chahal is in Wellington, New Zealand.
He is up against another left-hander, Tom

Latham this time.

It’s his first over, the 19th of the innings
and perhaps concerned by the sweep, he
drops it short to Latham who rams it be-
tween square-leg and midwicket for a four.

“Latham was playing the sweep to me on
aconsistent basis. wanted to change my line
but Dhoni said don’t change it as one miss
will bring me a wicket,” Chahal says now.
Back then, he was tempted to change his line
as after being swept a couple of times, he had
tried shortening the length. The ball was
thrown back from the point boundary. “Line
change mat karna, isko aage daal and stumps
pey rakh (Don’t change the line, keep it full
and on the stumps).”

It’s Chahal’s sixth over in a row now.
Another sweep comes out and he drops the
length next ball.

Dhoni pipes up with the advice to keep it
full. The next ball is full, Latham brings out
his sweep but misses; Chahal (and Dhoni)
have got their man.

“He keeps on reminding what to do.
Many a time, I have felt that the wicket is not
coming but suddenly we would get the

GUIDING HAND

M 2nd ODI, India vs Australia,
Nagpur (2019): GLENN MAXWELL

AUSTRALIA WERE 132 for 3 in 28
overs, needing 119 runs. Kuldeep
Yadav’s first two balls to Glenn
Maxwell were wrong ‘uns. Dhoni
asked Yadav to bowl flattish. Yadav
delivered a back-of-length ball and
got it to skid. Maxwell, looking for a
big hit, went back to pull but had
his stumps disturbed.

M 2nd OD], South Africa vs India,
Centurion (2018): JP DUMINY

THE HOSTS were struggling at 107-
5 but Duminy had managed to hold
fort with an unbeaten 25. In his
sixth over, Chahal bowled a googly
followed by two deliveries on the
off-side. Dhoni then advised him to
bowl on the stumps. Duminy
blocked the first ball of his seventh
over and went for a sweep the next
but was out leg before.

W 5th OD], New Zealand vs India,
Wellington (2019): TOM LATHAM

THE KIWIS were 119 for 4, needing
another 134 runs to win in 22 overs.
Tom Latham was sweeping well.
Chahal wanted to change his line
but Dhoni asked him to keep it full
and on the stumps. On the third ball
of Chahal’s sixth over Latham went
for the sweep but was out Ibw.

wicket. Everything is about planning and
Mahi bhai was far ahead in planning,” Chahal
seems awed.

EEE
Kuldeep perhaps comes close as any in crack-

ing Dhoni’s icy coolness that has enthralled
the world. Where does that spring from?

“He has seen so much in life that cricket
becomes a small thing to him. What's emo-
tionally heavy for us, it’s just normal for him
(Jo cheez hamare liye bhaari hota hai, wo unke
liye normal hota hai). He has so much experi-
ence of life beyond the game. The struggle
he has seen and his life experience is im-
mense,” Kuldeep says. “He knows what to
talk, how much to talk. The way he makes
you understand. If any guy who is undergo-
ing depression speaks to Mahi bhai, that de-
pression will fade away to a large extent. He
is also like a psychologist.”

It’s not all milk and honey, of course, for
this psychologist. It also involves some
“scolding”. When Kuldeep talks about the
moments he was verbally sprayed by Dhoni,
it almost feels like he is talking about a ten-
der moment.

“He scolded me many times. [ used to lis-
tentoitall.” Because of that trust that comes
from success. “Sometimes, there used to be
a thought whether Mahi bhai is right or
wrong. But his experience is so much that
what he said always turned out to be true.
Most of the time he is right. I feel the man
who has life experience can teach anyone
and guide any youngster. The way he han-
dled us was remarkable.”

Ditto Chahal. “Sometimes, he scolded us
too.” But he knew it came from a good place.
“If he would have been there for two more
years, it would have been great for everyone,
not only for us. Whenever we came to bowl
in tough situations, he cleared our thought
process.”

Both are full of gratitude. “Mahi bhai has
played a huge role in my career. He has been
an elder brother, a friend, he was never just
aMabhi bhai for us.Igot my one-day cap from
himand played a World Cup with him; these
memories I will retain for life,” Chahal says.
“It was shocking news for us, he has such vast
experience behind the stumps. For me and
Kuldeep, him not being there now, thoda
farak toh padega (his absence will make a dif-
ference).”

For young spinners like Kuldeep and
Chahal, Dhoni was the emotional anchor in
the heat of battle, the man who sorted their
troubles with insights and occasional anger
-and above all, the brain that showed them
what was possible.

OVERTHE HEDGE by Mlchael Fry&T Lewis

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

ACROSS

1 Kind of shirt with frills, very
tasteful (8)

5 Matters of give and take
between our betters
4

9 Swear there’s nothing out of
the way (5)

10 Sack and what may be putin it
(7)

11 Itis kept from going astray by
crooks
(52,5)

13 Forces the poor backintoa
back street (6)

14 Still unmarried? It might be a
record (6)

17 Lessen stress by sorting out
lack of sleep
(12)

20 Crafty boxer?(7)

21 Tinareturns with a new name
(5)

22 Photograph without warning
(4)

23 Travellers in South Africa

(®)

EVER. NOTICE froed 1 WOMER WIS THET 13 | You AN BET wHEM
wh\"ﬂl TH.E GLTER PROALE [ DAL THERY THAT THE L' B GEEEER VKE
i LE"=: LIFE U Hale DAY 1YL BE GoiMG
LEFT, THE FASTER. 5| LKE B MbMIAC. |
DOWN AT MY T DA D
1 Staple food BT TN, S0 ) ]
(4) ) ‘ LD PRl WO 2
2 Artist takes sick during T THE REWMM- |
reorganised tour HE YopEs i
(7) oo : )
3 Finishbrilliantly in two & g ey E
languages (6,6) |
4 Take onwork(6) ;1
6 Avoid an American city ;:
(5) ;
7 Fought against being declared E.':

redundant (8)
8 Itnormally completes the

written enquiry
(84)

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

12 Makes a personal appeal
(8)

15 Rages if source of heat is
changed (3,4)

16 Hisis a very exacting business

WITH Tay CARE STILL CLOSED,

YOURE ONLY CHOICE |5 TO

SELL YOUR MASKS ONLINE
L _F"’lr‘l

THAT'S TOCO Ball, BECALSE |
CULD ALWAYS COUNT ON
CARL TO BLY ANYTHING |

50, YOUR WHOLE BUSMESS
MOGEL NOW DEFENDS OM
CARL LEARMING Hol TO

(6)

18 Where in Nassau naked
bathers can be observed
(5)

19 The prosecutor is on the
platform (4)

Solutions Crossword 4201: Across: 1 Cucumbers, 8 Owing, 9 Missile, 10 Beggar, 11
Demote, 12 Thinking, 15 Distance, 18 Averse, 20 Yonder, 21 Figures, 22 Inert, 23
Stationer. Down: 2 Unite, 3 Unstop, 4 Bulletin, 5 Solemn, 6 Pilgrim, 7 Aggregate, 11
Deadly sin, 13 Idealist, 14 Asunder, 16 Agents, 17 Tenuto, 19 Sieve.
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ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Everything still
seems to be
confused, yet only
when other people
come clean will you be able to
get a grip on affairs. The trouble
is that nobody seems to be clear
where fact ends and fantasy
begins. But perhaps the two are
not so different, anyway.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Sometimes doing
something is worse
than not doing
anything. If you
refuse to listen to partners, or
attempt to challenge them on
their own ground, you will only
magnify your problems. You
could do yourself a favour, take
an ethical stand, and try to
explain the difference between
right and wrong to colleagues.
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Asplendid
relationship
between one set of
planets aligned with
your house of business, and
another related to your house of
work, means one thing: you
must now make one final effort
toincrease your income. Or at
least, you should steer clear of
money-wasting activities.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
The Sunrelates to
magical Mercury,
serious Saturn,
mystical Neptune
and secretive Pluto. You're
therefore on a sort of emotional
and creative helter-skelter,
meaning that, true to character,
you will pay very much more
attention to your feelings than
to the facts.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Jupiter is now
beginning to
complete a series of
aspects which
indicate that you will be one of
the first to feel the benefits of
changing conditions. If you
have a problem over the next

couple of weeks then it could be
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LIBRA (Sept 24 - Oct 23)
You are on the verge
of making a major
breakthrough, and
may finally have the

resources, or the courage, to

implement a number of
significant domestic reforms.

Emotionally, you will at last

come into your own, but you

might have to leave one
personal question unanswered.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)

Itis now almost time

to begin new

enterprises, whether

romantic,
professional or domestic but,
according to all the ancient
rules of astrology, you may
dobest if you can pause justa
little while longer. You can
watch, wait, and pick your
perfect moment.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
When the Moon
changes its position,
you should begin to
feel much happier,

and also to see the truth

underlying a number of recent
emotional complications.

Don't abandon your dreams,

but do put them into context.

You might realise that

you misunderstood

somebody's perfectly

reasonable suggestions.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
You probably
imagine thatit'sa
long time since other
people did you any

favours, but, in some curious

manner, even those who

have tried to do you down in the

past, will now give you a

helping hand. A reversal of

fortune should work out to
your advantage.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Powerful stars
motivate you to
assert yourself and
insist that other

people obey you, not the other

way round. However, never
imagine that the person who
makes the loudest noise

now will win out in the long

run. It can be the quiet people,

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
to do with work and

dreams and fantasies. Nobody

look around until you

who are never noticed, who
@ There is almost
responsibility, and
can blame you if you decide
find something else which

come first.

nothing in your chart
agreat deal connected with
to take some time off, or just
interests you.
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