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ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

REJECTING THE Maharashtra
government’s objections, the
Supreme Court onWednesday
accorded approval to the ongo-
ing probe by the CBI into the
death of actor Sushant Singh
Rajput, saying that a “fair, com-
petent and impartial investiga-

tion is theneedof thehour”.
Earlier thismonth, theBihar

governmenthadrecommended
aCBIprobe into thecase lodged

by Rajput's father, K K Singh,
against actor Rhea Chakraborty
andher familymembers.
A single-judge Bench of

Justice Hrishikesh Roy said that
“ifanyothercaseisregisteredon
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Centre pulls up Gujarat
over ‘inordinate delay’
in river pollution works

27% Central school kids
have no phone, laptop
to access classes: Study
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

ABOUT 27 per cent of students
don’thavesmartphonesandlap-
tops to access online classes
amid the Covid school shut-
down.Butamongthosewhodo,
most findonline learningeither
“joyful” or “satisfactory”, al-
thoughmathematics and sci-
enceare the toughest to learn, a
government survey of students
has found.
Thesurvey,conductedbythe

National Council of Educational
Research andTraining (NCERT),
covers18,188studentsstudying

in CBSE-affiliated schools,
Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs) and
NavodayaVidyalayas (NVs).
According to the findings

sharedbytheEducationMinistry
Wednesday, as part of its
‘StudentsLearningEnhancement
Guidelines’,about33percentfelt
onlinelearningwaseither“diffi-
cult”or“burdensome”.
Significantly, among those

who are able to access online
classes,thesurveyfoundthatal-
most 84per cent rely on smart-
phones to access online classes.
Laptops, a distant second, are
usedbyabout17percentwhile
TVandradioweretheleastused
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HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

HIGHLIGHTINGTHE“inordinate
delay” incompletionofprojects
tocontrolpollutionintworivers
in Gujarat, the Union Jal Shakti
MinistryhaspulleduptheVijay
Rupanigovernment.
While the project on the

Sabarmatiriveris“yettobecom-
pleted” six years after funds
were sanctioned in 2014, there
hasbeen“practicallynoprogress
on the ground till date” in the
Tapiprojectnearly16monthsaf-
terCentral fundswere released,
Union Jal Shakti Minister

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
pointedout ina letter to theCM
datedAugust4.
Theprojectsweresanctioned

for the Sabarmati and Tapi as
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

STATEOFTHEPANDEMIC

Newcases rangearound60,000;R-valueatall-time low

AMITABHSINHA
PUNE,AUGUST19

SIXMONTHSafter theoutbreak
of the novel coronavirus epi-
demic—andover 27 lakh cases
and 52,000 deaths later — sev-
eral indicators have begun to
suggestthatanimprovementin
thesituationmightjustberound
thecorner in India.Consider:

For the first time sinceMay,
the overall positivity rate in the
country has begun to decline.
Which means, for the same
number of tests, fewer people
are now being found infected
with thevirus.
The positivity rate touched

a high of 9 per cent on August
9, and has been declining
steadily since. As of Tuesday
(August 18), positivity had

fallen to 8.72 per cent.
Simultaneously — and not

unrelatedly— there is a relative
stagnation in the numbers of
new positive cases being de-
tected every day. This number
has been locked in the mid-
60,000s foralmost twoweeks–
much longer than it has re-
mained in any other range of
quite sometimenow.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Constitution
Bench must
hear Bhushan
case: ex-SC
judge Joseph

Hotels to
reopen in
Delhi, no nod
for gyms yet

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

ADAYbeforetheSupremeCourt
hearsargumentsonthequantum
of punishment tobeawarded to
advocate Prashant Bhushan for
contempt of court, former SC
judge Justice Kurian Joseph on
Wednesday said the matter
shouldbeheardbyaConstitution
Bench and called for an “intra-
court”appeal inthecase.
“Under Article 145(3) of the

Constitution of India, there shall
be a quorum of minimum five
Judges for deciding any case in-
volving substantial questions of
lawastotheinterpretationofthe
Constitution. In both the suo
motucontemptcases, inviewof
the substantial questions of law
on the interpretation of the
Constitutionof India andhaving
seriousrepercussionsonthefun-
damental rights, thematters re-
quire to be heard by a
ConstitutionBench,”he said ina
statement.
“A three-Judge bench of the

Supreme Court of India has de-
cidedtohearafewseriousques-
tionson thescopeandextentof
contempt of court. Certainly,
therearemoregraver issues, in-
volving substantial questionsof
lawastotheinterpretationofthe
Constitutionof India. Forexam-
ple,whetherapersonconvicted
bytheSupremeCourtof Indiain
a suomotu case should get an
opportunity for an intra-court
appeal since in all other situa-
tions of conviction in criminal
matters, theconvictedpersonis
entitledtohaveasecondoppor-
tunitybywayofanappeal,”said
Justice Joseph.
“Under Section 19 of the

ContemptofCourtsAct,1971,an
intra-court appeal is provided
wheretheorderispassedbythe
single Judge of the High Court,
and, in case it is by the Division
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

HOTELSINtheCapitalcanfinally
reopen, with the Delhi govern-
ment and Lt-Governor Anil
Baijal’sofficeresolvingtheirdif-
ferences on the issue during a
meeting of the Delhi Disaster
ManagementAuthority(DDMA)
onWednesday.
A decisionwas also taken to

delink banquet halls from hos-
pitalsandallowweeklymarkets
“on a trial basis”, officials from
the L-G house said. The Chief
Minister’s Office said gymswill
remainshutasof now.
“ThecoronasituationinDelhi

ismuch better. The economy of
Delhihastobebroughtontrack.
Forthis,wehadproposedopen-
ingallhotelsinDelhi,whichwas
rejected by the Central govern-
ment.We again requested the
Centralgovernment,andweare
happythattheproposalhasbeen
approved.Now,allhotelsinDelhi
will open. At the same time,
weeklymarketswill be allowed
to open on a trial basis. In the
meantime,everyonemustexer-
cise precautions and follow so-
cial distancing,” Chief Minister
ArvindKejriwalsaid.
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BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

MUSEUM MAROONED
Manuscriptsbeingspreadout todryonthefloorofAlbertHallMuseuminJaipurWednesday.As thecitysawheavyrain last
Friday,waterseepedintothebasementof themuseum,damagingartefactsandfiles.Rohit JainParas REPORTPAGE8

SMITANAIR
ARAMBOL (GOA), AUGUST19

THE LAST push camewhen op-
eratorNandanTiwarifromBihar
decided it was time. The Bull
Backhoe loader, a machine he
usually uses at mining sites or
when he is told to pull down
trees, went full thrust. And
pushed a 200-year-old banyan

tree, ravaged and uprooted by
therainafortnightago,till itwas
upagain.
The tree, believed to have

beendead,wasbroughtback to
lifethrough“communitywill”–
one that saw a fundraiser bring
in goodwill andmoney all the
way from Russia, Britain and
“fromallovertheworld”,hadlo-
cals and biodiversity groups
pitching in with logistics and
planning, and a tree expert fly-
ingdownfromHyderabad.
Several attempts later, with

many ropes splintering, Goans

pulling a prayer and foreigners
whistling, themain hulk of the
treewaspulledfromtheground
andmadetostandagain,at3pm
Wednesday.
Throughouttheexercise,asil-

ver snake, whose home is the
banyan, stayed inside the trunk,
emergingatintervalsasmachine
excavatorsoperatedonthetree.
Thewide canopy, the venue

for the season’s “ecstatic danc-
ing”according toRussiandance
conductor Anna Marsy, is the
“mostfamousplaceinArambol”.
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At3pmWednesday, thetreestoodupagain. SmitaNair

Sushant case: SC okays CBI probe,
for ‘credible, complete justice’
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PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

FROMAMAZONtoReliance,major
players have entered the race to
scaleup,consolidateandcornera
shareoftheonlinepharmacymar-
ket, which is expected to swell
seven-foldto$2.7billionby2023.
Injustthelastoneweek,with

Covid numbers yet to flatten
acrosstheworld,themarketsaw
two significantmerger and ac-
quisitiondeals—RelianceRetail
picking up majority stake in
Chennai-based e-pharmacy
Netmeds, and PharmEasymov-
ing tomergewith smaller rival
Medlife. And the launch of e-
commerce giant Amazon’s on-
linedrugdeliveryservices.
At the same time, theCentre

announced theNational Digital
HealthMission (NDHM),which
envisagesadigitalhealthecosys-
temon the lines of the Unified

Payments Interface in theonline
paymentspace.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

THEONLINEpharmacy
segment in India falls
right intotheplaybook
of corporatesandtech
giantsplanninga long-
termdigital retail strat-
egy.Thesector is follow-
ing inthefootstepsof
onlinecommerce,which
builtastrongpresence
onthebackofdeepdis-
countsbutcalled for
huge investments.

Long-termplan

Court
invoked
powers
under
Art142
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CASE FATALITYRATIO

Deaths as a ratio of
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indicator of progress
in averting deaths

Positives against
number tested

(in %); indicator of
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recovering; more
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Goa’s most famous banyan up again, with push
from across the world — ‘she was not just a tree’
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Hope in numbers: Daily cases stable for
twoweeks, tests show fewer positives
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‘If justice is
notdone
heavenswill
certainlyfall’

WorkonSabarmati stuck
forsixyrs:minister
Shekhawat toCMRupani

$2.7bn by 2023, big
players enter race
for e-pharma pie
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local residents
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Bhushan case
Bench,appealliestotheSupreme
Court of India. This safeguard is
providedprobably toavoideven
theremotestpossibilityofmiscar-
riageof justice. Should therenot
be such a safeguard in the other
Constitutional Court, the
SupremeCourtalso,when there
isaconvictioninasuomotucrim-
inalcontemptcase,“hesaid.
“Fiat justitia ruat caelum (let

justicebedonethoughtheheav-
ensfall) is thefundamentalbasis
of administration of justice by
courts.But,ifjusticeisnotdoneor
if there ismiscarriage of justice,
heavenswill certainly fall. The
SupremeCourt of India should
notletithappen,”hesaid.
“Thepresent contemptcases

arenotcasesinvolvingjustoneor
twoindividuals;butlargerissues
pertainingtotheconceptandju-
risprudence of the country re-
garding justice itself. Important
cases liketheseneedtobeheard
elaborately in aphysical hearing
where only there is scope for a
broader discussion andwider
participation.Menmaycomeand
menmay go, but the Supreme
Courtof Indiashouldremainfor-
everasthecourtof supremejus-
tice,”hesaid.
Referring to the contempt

proceedings against Justice C S
Karnan(thenasittinghighcourt
judge),JusticeJosephsaid“itwas
the collectivewisdomof the full
court of the SupremeCourt that
thematter should be heard at
leastbyabenchconsistingof the
sevensenior-mostJudges”.
On August 14, the Supreme

Court held Bhushan guilty of
criminalcontemptfortwotweets.
Meanwhile, SeniorAdvocate

IndiraJaisingaskedifthedecision
of the three-judge bench was
shared by all judges of the
SupremeCourt. Speaking at an
event organised by Indian
Americangroupsexpressingsol-
idarity with Bhushan, Jaising
calledforareviewoftherulingby
afullcourtoftheSupremeCourt.
Bhushanalsotweetedastate-

ment byOpposition leaders in-
cludingDigvijaya Singh, Shashi
Tharoor andFarooqAbdullah, in
which they said that the court’s
decisionhadcaused“achillingef-
fectonfreespeechandexpression
ofdissent”.“Itissadthatthehon-
ourablecourthasnotfounditnec-
essary to distinguish between
constructive criticismandmali-
ciousstatement,” itsaid.

Sushant case
the death of the actor... and the
surroundingcircumstancesofhis
unnaturaldeath”,theCBIwill in-
vestigatethattoo.
The courtwashearingaplea

filed by Chakraborty, seeking
transfer of investigation in the
casefromPatnatoMumbai.
Thecourt invoked itspowers

under Article 142 of the
Constitution to approve the CBI
probe “to ensure public confi-
dence inthe investigationandto
docompletejustice”.
“Sushant SinghRajputwas a

talentedactor...anddiedwellbe-
forehisfullpotentialcouldbere-
alised.Hisfamily, friendsandad-
mirers are keenly awaiting the
outcomeof the investigation so
that all the speculation floating
around can be put to rest.
Therefore a fair, competent and
impartialinvestigationistheneed
of thehour,”thecourtsaid.
“Theexpectedoutcomethen

wouldbeameasureof justicefor
the complainant, who lost his
onlyson.Forthepetitionertoo, it
will be thedesired justice as she
herself called for aCBI investiga-
tion.Thedisseminationofthereal
factsthroughunbiasedinvestiga-
tionwouldcertainlyresultinjus-
ticefortheinnocents,whomight
bethetargetofavilificationcam-
paign.Equallyimportantly,when
integrityandcredibilityofthein-
vestigation is discernible, the
trust, faithandconfidenceof the
common man in the judicial
processwillresonate.Whentruth
meets sunshine, justicewill not
prevailonthelivingalonebutaf-
ter life’s fitful fever, now thede-
parted will also sleep well.
SatyamevaJayate,”JusticeRoysaid
inhisorder.
The court said “the peculiar

circumstancesinthiscaserequire
that complete justice is done”. It
noted that “because both states
aremakingallegationsofpolitical
interference against each other,
thelegitimacyoftheinvestigation
hascomeunderacloud”.
“... peoplehave taken the lib-

erty toputout theirownconjec-
tures and theories. Such com-
ments... have led to speculative
public discourse which has
hoggedmedia limelight. These
developments unfortunately
havethepropensitytodelayand
misdirect the investigation. In
sucha situation, there is reason-
ableapprehensionoftruthbeing
acasualtyandjusticebecominga
victim,”thecourtsaid.
“Whilethestepstakenbythe

MumbaiPolice in the limited in-
quiry...maynotbefaultedonthe
material available... this court
muststrivetoensurethatsearch
for the truth isundertakenbyan
independent agency, not con-
trolledbyeither of the twostate
governments.Most importantly,
thecredibilityoftheinvestigation
andinvestigatingauthoritymust
beprotected,”itsaid.
Thecourtsaidwhilepoliceisa

statesubjectinthefederalsystem
and a crimewouldnormally be
probedby thepoliceof the state
where a case is registered, there
“canbesituationswhereapartic-
ularcrime,byvirtueof itsnature
and ramification, is legally capa-
bleofbeinginvestigatedbypolice
fromdifferent states or evenby
otheragencies”.
In such a circumstance, the

probe canbehanded to theCBI,
“eitherwith consent of the state
oronordersof theconstitutional
court”,itsaid,addingthat“inves-
tigation...bymultipleauthorities
transgressingintotheother'sdo-
mainisavoidable”.
The court, however, pointed

out that transfer of investigation

totheCBI“cannotbearoutineoc-
currencebutshouldbeinexcep-
tional circumstances”, one of
which couldbe “to retainpublic
confidenceintheimpartialwork-
ingof thestateagencies”.
“In the instant case, political

interferenceagainstbothstatesis
alleged... The legal processmust
thereforebe focusedupon reve-
lationofthecorrectfactsthrough
credibleandlegallyacceptablein-
vestigation. It must be deter-
minedwhether the unnatural
death was the result of some
criminalacts,” itsaid.
Maharashtrahadobjected to

thePatnapoliceregisteringanFIR
andhandingover thecase to the
CBI,sayingitwasalreadyprobing
theactor’sdeathonJune14.
The court said theMumbai

Policewereonly carryingout an
inquiry under Section 174CrPC,
which “is limited for a definite
purpose...tofindouttheapparent
causeof unnatural death... but is
notaninvestigationofacrimeun-
derSection157of theCrPC.”
“Therefore, it is pre-emptive

andprematuretoholdthatapar-
allelinvestigationisbeingcarried
outbytheMumbaiPolice,”itsaid.
UpholdingtheFIRfiledbythe

police in Patna, the court said
“registration of FIR ismandated

wheninformationoncognizable
offenceisreceivedbythepolice”.
At this stageof the investigation,
“it cannot be said that the con-
cerned police station does not
haveterritorial jurisdiction”.
“The allegation (in the com-

plaint)relatingtocriminalbreach
of trust andmisappropriationof
moneywhichweretobeeventu-
allyaccountedforinPatna(where
Rajput's father resides), could
primafacieindicatethelawfulju-
risdictionofthePatnapolice,”said
thecourt.
It added that the Mumbai

Police’s “obstructionto theBihar
team... couldhavebeenavoided
since it gave rise to suspicionon
thebonafideof their inquiry”.

Survey
foronlinelearning.
Asperthesurvey,about28per

centofatotalof35,000students,
teachers, principals andparents
cited intermittent and lack of
powerasamajorhindrance.
Thesurveyalsomappedsub-

jects inwhichchildrenarefacing
problemsathome."Mathematics
contains a number of concepts,
whichrequireinteraction,contin-
uous support,monitoring from
the teacher, and these aspects
were lacking in theonlinemode

of teaching,"thesurveystates.
"Nexttomathematics,science

was identified as the subject of
concern since it contains several
concepts and practical experi-
ments,whichcouldonlybedone
inthelaboratoryunderthesuper-
visionof theteacher," itstates.
The surveywas undertaken

by theNCERT to "address the is-
suesrelatedtogapsand/orlossof
learningamongstudents,during
andafterthelockdown".
In order to support students

withnodigital device or limited
accesstoone,theguidelinessug-
gestcapacitybuildingofteachers.
Sincetextbookswouldbethe

onlyresourceforchildrenwithno
digitaldevices,theguidelinessug-
gest that states and Union
Territoriesensure that theyhave
thefullsetavailableathome.They
alsosuggestthatsupplementary
learningmaterial, suchaswork-
books, worksheets, projects,
quizzesandpuzzles,bedelivered
tostudentsathome.
"In case, the school teachers

andheadsarestayinginthesame
areawheremany studentswho
donothaveanycontactdeviceare
alsoliving,theschoolcancreatea
Shiksha Teamwith the help of
communitymembers.ThisTeam
canincludeteachers fromdiffer-

entschoolsandvolunteersforar-
ranging safe classes in the com-
munity at open spaces," the
guidelinesstate.
If this is not possible, the

Ministry suggests teachers form
groups of studentswho stay in
nearbylocationsandareofsame
ordifferentgradesandempower
them tohelp each other anddo
peerlearningandtutoring.
ProvidingaTVsetatthecom-

munity centre in a village is an-
other suggestion for students to
watcheducationalprogrammes.

River pollution
part of the National River
ConservationPlan, underwhich
theCentralgovernmentprovides
funds for checking pollution in
riversoutsidetheGangabasin.
Thepollutionabatementproj-

ect on the Sabarmati river is in
phase 2, andwas sanctionedRs
444 crore in 2014. Pointing this
out, Shekhawat wrote, “My
Ministryhadtoextendthecom-
pletiondateof theproject... from
September2018 toMarch2020,
and nowagain toMarch 2021...
Suchaninordinatedelayincom-
pletionandcommissioningofthe
projectisdeprivingthestateofits
intendedbenefits.”
Sources in theministry said

that for theTapi river, theCentre
had sanctionedRs 971.25 crore,
releasing the first Rs 13 crore in
March2019.Undertheproject--
to be funded by the Centre and
stateina60:40ratio--37sewage
treatmentplantswitha total ca-
pacityof250millionlitresperday
aretobebuilt.
The first instalment was

meant to be transferred to the
Surat Municipal Corporation,
sources said. According to
Shekhawat'sletter,“Iamgivento
understand that onlypart of the
Central fundsamounting toRs8
croreweretransferredbythestate
government to SuratMunicipal
Corporation inNovember 2019,
after a delay of nearly eight
months... In addition, there has
beenpractically no progress on
groundtilldate.”
Theministerpointedoutthat

even tenders for amajority of
theseworkshadnotbeenissued
aslandhadnotbeenmadeavail-
ablefortheSTPs.
This is not the first time the

ministryhascriticisedtheGujarat
governmentovertheprogressof
works. Earlier, the Jal Jeevan
Mission had questioned the
state’splanningoftapwatercon-
nectionsforthecurrentfinancial
year,sayingthisshowedits“apa-
thytowardsweakersections”.At
ameetingon June8with senior
stateofficials,theMissionauthor-
itieshadaskedGujarat toreview
itsproposaltocoveronly5.84%of
the10.62 lakhSC/SThouseholds
in the statewithout tapwater
connectionsinthecurrentyear.

Goa banyan
On August 4, when she

reached the spot, she saw the
trunk was down, its roots up-
rooted, and the might of the
canopyspreadout“helpless”.
“We were always dancing

here,andeverytimeendedwith
agratitudeceremonyforthetree.
AcrosstheInternet,it’scalledThe
Source.Lastseason, itreachedits
highestpoint...Wedecidedtouse
thesamespirittoreviveherasshe
isnotjustatree.Peoplewhohave
foundhappinessunderher,from
across theworld, felt connected
to her. Everyone reached out,
fromBerlin toLondon.Someone
toldus theyhad saved abanyan
tree in Chennai.Word for help
wentout,”Marsysaid.
AswordspreadviaFacebook

and Instagram, Sebastiana
Fernandes,inwhoselandthetree
stood, remained inconsolable. “I
thought the banyanwill not get
up,”shesaid.
“Iwouldsell tendercoconuts

totouristsunderit.Intheevening,
theywoulddance.Themusicwas
pluggedtomyhouse,soat10pm,
Iwould ask them to go home. I
chargedafeebutmadesurethey
respectedthetree,”shesaid.
As word got around, Marc

FrancisofLivingHeritage,anout-
fitwhich undertakes conserva-
tionofbio-diversity,andSanobar
Durrani, an environmentalist,
reached out to Uday Krishna, a
tree expert from Vaata
FoundationbasedinHyderabad.
Soon the tree became a “global
SOS” andmany like British na-
tionalClivePhillipsandFinland’s
SanteriSaahkoofferedhelp.
AlittleoverRs2lakhwascol-

lectedwithdonations.
“When everyone came to-

gether,hoperose,”Phillipssaid.
Saahko,whovolunteers as a

dogfeederacrossnorthGoa,said
he even calledhis previous em-
ployerinFinland,intometalcon-
struction,forexpertise.
“Craneswereeasiestbutwith

narrow stretches, impossible to
get.WestartedaGooglesheetand
fundraisingbegan,”hesaidofthe
two-weekcampaign.
Krishna and hismen began

work soon after they arrivedon
August16.“Theoldtreehaddied
but new roots had taken shape
with several trees nowmerged.
We studied the fall, and figured
it’sbesttodigadeeperpitandget
herbackintoit,andmakeherput
aneffort to growroots again, in-
steadofjustplacingherbackwith

supportonallsides,”hesaid.
At the site, the fallen “bulkof

treeandherrootsweighedmore
than100tons”.“Wetriedallper-
mutationsand finallyclipped40
tons of canopy to lift her. This is
usuallydonebycranesbut since
wewereunderpowered,wehad
touse fourmachines to lift her,”
GroupSeonLLP’sSumeshGawas,
whoplannedtheWednesdayac-
tion of three excavators and the
BullBackhoeloader,said.
“Usuallywe are at civil con-

struction sites, the completeop-
positeofnature. It’sthefirsttime
thesemachineshaveworkedto-
gethertogive life,andthat tooto
abanyantree,”hesaid.
Krishnawillbeflyingbackon

ThursdaytoHyderabadaftertak-
inga“classforthelocals”onhow
to“nursethetreeforthenextfew
weeksassheisstill inshock”.
Laterthisweek,Francissaid,a

boardwill beputup saying “the
treehadabadaccidentandisnow
recovering. Please respect her
spaceandco-operate”.
ThelocalDheeriyobullfinally

rested, and the seven straydogs
were back beneath the banyan.
Everythingwasnormalagain.

Delhi hotels
On July 31, Baijal had over-

turnedaDelhigovernmentdeci-
sion to reopenhotels,within 24
hoursoftheannouncement,say-
ing the threat from the coron-
avirus was far from over. On
August 6, the state government
hadsentafreshproposal.
Therearearound55five-star

hotels, 120 four-star facilities,
around 1,800 three-star hotels
andover 1,500 budget hotels in
the Capital. Government esti-
mates showhotels contribute to
8%ofDelhi’sGDP,theservicesec-
tor accounts for 60% of all jobs,
while weekly bazaars provide
employmentto5lakhfamilies.
Chief SecretaryVijayKumar

Devwas directed to prepare an
SOPtoensuresocialdistancingat
theweeklymarkets, held in the
city’s densely populated neigh-
bourhoods. “We should strictly
adheretoalltheguidelinesrelated
toCovid-19, both at the individ-
ualandcommunitylevel,”anL-G
houseofficialsaid.
Whilewelcoming theDelhi

government'sannouncementre-
garding reopening of hotels last
month, the hospitality industry
hadpointedoutthattheywereup
against challenges such as staff
crunchandlapsedlicences.
As the decisionwas finally

clearedWednesday,themanage-
ment of several tophotel chains
said they are adopting stringent
standardsagainstCovid-19.
“Everyteammemberhasun-

dergone mandatory hygiene,
safety,sanitisationandsocialdis-
tancing training from training
managers and domain experts.
Wearefollowingallthestandard
protocolsdefinedbytheauthori-
ties,”AreaGeneralManager,The
Park,RohitArorasaid.
Vice-President(Development

and Asset Management)
InterGlobe Hotels Shwetank
Singhpointed out that hotels in
otherpartsofthecountryhadre-
opened already. “Nowhoteliers
inDelhicanworkouttheirstrate-
gies andwork towards revival.
Withsignificantreductioninac-
tivecasesinDelhiandremovalof
nightcurfew,westronglybelieve
hotels can look at improved oc-
cupancies and better footfalls
over the next two quarters,”
Singhsaid.
Reopening of gyms, though,

wasdeferredonceagainastheL-
G expressed concerns over
spread of the virus in closed
spaces.TheCentrehadearlieris-
suedguidelines forreopeningof
gyms, and theseare functioning
inDelhi's neighbouring satellite
towns such as Gurgaon,
FaridabadandNoida.
Banquethallshadbeenlinked

to hospitals in June following a
sharpriseinCovidcases,tomeet
the demand for beds. However,
now,of the14,112availablebeds
inDelhi,over10,500arevacant.
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Hope in numbers: Daily cases stable

Big players enter race for epharma pie

Astheepidemicspreads,the
numbersofnewcasesdetected
everydaykeepincreasing–the
doubling time, or number of
days takenforcasenumbers to
double, is akey indicatorof the
virulenceof theinfection.Daily
newdetectionsremainedinthe
50,000s for just eight days be-
fore crossing into the 60,000s.
Before that, the disease was
spreading even faster – daily
newcasenumbersremainedin
the30,000sand40,000sforjust
about aweek each. The dou-
bling time in India overall is
abouttotouch30daysnow.
In fact, over the last two

weeks, daily new detections
have fallen below60,000 on a
fewdays, even though this has
beenmostlyaftertheweekends,
when testingnumbersusually
fallsignificantly.
Interestingly,thenumberof

new daily detections in the
United States and Brazil – the
two countrieswithmore con-
firmed infections than India –
have also peaked around the
samelevel.OnfourdaysinJuly,
the US detected more than
70,000 cases, but thenumbers
started to decline thereafter –
and is currently in the40,000-

50,000range.InBrazil,dailyde-
tectionspeakedat69,000.
Overall, the US and Brazil

haveseenabout54lakhand34
lakhinfections,with1.7lakhand
1.1lakhdeathsrespectively.
In India, a fewother indica-

torstoo,correlatewellwiththe
broad trendsof decliningposi-
tivityratesandplateauingdaily
casenumbers.
The daily growth rate of

caseshasbeendecliningsteadily
and,at2.49percent,isatanall-
time low. So too, the reproduc-
tion number, or R, which de-
scribes the number of people
whoare infectedbyanalready
infectedpersononaverage.
TheR-value for thecountry

as a whole in the period be-
tweenAugust11andAugust15
has been 1.06,meaning every
groupof100infectedpeopleare
transmittingthevirus,onaver-
age,toanother106people.This
number,which is ameasureof
how quickly the disease is
spreadinginthepopulation,has
not been this lowsince thebe-
ginning of the outbreak in
March.
WhentheR-valuedropsbe-

low1, it usually signals thebe-
ginning of the end of an epi-

demic.However,thesituationis
evolving,andthesenumbersare
asofnowonlyestimates,which
areopentochange.
Thedecline inthepositivity

rate has come about despite a
significantincreaseinthenum-
berofteststhatarebeingcarried
out everyday.When thenum-
berofnewcasesfirstcrossedthe
60,000markinthefirstweekof
August,around6.5lakhsamples
were being tested every day.
Now,about8.5lakhsamplesare
beingtesteddaily.Usually,more
tests result inmoredetections;
the fact that daily detection
numbershave remainedmore
or less flat in themid-60,000
range suggests that the spread
ofthediseasecouldbeslowing.
This would certainly be

true if the tests were being
conducted randomly.
Importantly, however, that is
notwhat ishappening.
Most states are still relying

on targeted testing,meaning
only thosewho are showing
symptoms of the disease, or
thosewhoareclosecontactsof
an already infectedperson, are
being tested. Amove tomore
randomtesting could trigger a
decline in the positivity rate –

because targeted testing, by its
very nature, returns a higher
positivity.
But there couldbe another,

moresignificant,prismthrough
whichtolookatthisdecline.
The recent serological sur-

veyinPune,oneoftheworstaf-
fected cities, found thatmore
than 51 per cent of surveyed
people had antibodies for the
disease–suggestingthathalfof
the population could already
havebeeninfected.
Suchahigh level of disease

prevalencemight not be pres-
entuniformlyacross the coun-
try, but a series of similar sero-
logical surveys indicate that it
has been much more wide-
spread in the community than
the numbers of confirmed in-
fectionssuggest.
Whenthespreadofthedis-

ease reaches such levels, there
arefarfewernumbersofpeople
whocanpotentiallygetinfected.
In randomtesting, therefore, a
large number of peoplewho
havealreadybeen infectedbut
who have never been tested
wouldalsogetpickedup–and
thesewouldturnouttobeneg-
ative, thus bringing down the
positivityrate.

On Tuesday, Reliance
Industries announced that its
arm, Reliance Retail Ventures
Ltd,hasacquiredamajorityeq-
uity stake inVitalicHealth Pvt
Ltd, the parent company of
Netmeds,anditssubsidiariesfor
a cash considerationof around
Rs 620 crore. This investment
represents 60per centholding
in equity capital of Vitalic and
100percentdirectequityown-
ershipofitssubsidiaries,Tresara
Health Private Ltd, Netmeds
Market Place Ltd and Dadha
PharmaDistributionPvtLtd.
Further, documents filed

with the Competition
CommissionofIndia(CCI)show
that online pharmacies,
PharmEasy andMedlife, have
requestedamerger.
Lastweek, Amazon said it

wasstartingAmazonPharmacy
inBengalurutoletitscustomers
orderprescription-basedmed-
ication in addition toover-the-
countermedicine, basic health
devices andAyurvedamedica-
tionfromcertifiedsellers.
WhiletheNDHMmayprove

to be a shot in the arm for the

broaderonlinehealthcaremar-
ket,onceit'sfullyrolledout,ex-
pertsareoftheviewthatinher-
entchallengesfacedbyphysical
pharmacieshavegivenachance
foronlinecounterpartstoflour-
ish. However, to challenge the
pharmacies,whichaccount for
nearly85percentofIndia’stotal
pharmaceuticalsales,theonline
versionswill need to scale up,
andthis iswhereconsolidation
comesintoplay.
“InsmalltownIndia,thenet-

work of chemists is still very
primitive.Further,thefullrange
ofproductsthatisneededtoday
isavailablewithaveryfewphar-
macies.Theseincludeover-the-
counter drugs, localised pre-
scription medicines,
nutraceuticals, health supple-
ments, alternative medicine
products,basicmedicaldevices,
etc. Digital pharmacies try to
solve these problems from a
customer’s point of view.All of
these thingsmean theexisting
pharmacynetworkispoisedfor
disruption,”saidArvindSinghal,
chairman, Technopak, aman-
agementconsultancy.

“Like every other e-com-
mercebusiness,youneedasig-
nificantamountof investment
tobuildthedeliveryinfrastruc-
ture. This is where consolida-
tion is being forced by the in-
vestors,” he said. According to
areportbyEY,e-pharmapres-
entsatotaladdressablemarket
sizeofaround$9.3billionasof
2019 and is estimated to grow
at a compounded annual
growth rate of 18.1 per cent to
reach $18.1 billion by 2023,
when the actual market size
will reach$2.7billion.
The growth, it said,will be

drivenbyanincreaseinthetar-
getableacutemedicinemarket
asaresultofmoreefficientlast-
mile delivery through collabo-
rationwith local pharmacies
andpartnershipwithhyperlocal
deliverycompaniesresultingin
ashorterdeliverytime.
Further, even as a delay in

notificationofdrafte-pharmacy
rules and rigorous opposition
fromofflinechemistshavekept
a check on investments in the
sector,existingcompanieshave
flourished amid the lack of a

strictregulatoryenvironment.
According to the EY report,

Indian regulations for the e-
pharmacy segmentwere the
least strict,when compared to
theUS,EuropeandChina.
Further, unlike the US,

where the top three pharma-
ceutical distributors have a 90
per cent share in themarket,
India’s is a fragmentedmarket
withover8 lakhpharmacies --
thisgivesonlinepharmaciesan
opportunity to capture their
spacewithout opposing large
traditionalretailers.
Currently,companiesinthe

Indian e-pharmacy space
mainlyoperatethreebusiness
models--marketplace, inven-
tory-ledhybrid(offline/online)
and franchise-led hybrid (of-
fline/online) -- depending on
the way the supply chain is
structured.Inadditiontocom-
panies like Netmeds, Medlife
and PharmEasy, other players
in the segment includeonline
healthcare startups such as
1mg, Practo, Myra as well as
traditional chemists such as
ApolloPharmacy.
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HEARING A petition filed by a
NortheastDelhi riot victim,who
hasallegedthreatsbyriotaccused
aswell as assault by police per-
sonnel andmen in plainclothes
inside a police station, theDelhi
HighCourt toldDelhi Police that
“they(thepetitionerandherfam-
ily)arealsocitizensof India”and
askedthemtoprovideadditional
security.
Theobservationsweremade

by Justice YogeshKhannawhile
hearing a petition filed by a 45-
year-old woman. As per court
records, thewoman had filed a
complaintagainstsomepersons
whopeltedstonesandfiredgun-
shots atherduring the riots. She
saidshewaslaterintimidatedby
the same persons, who also at-
tacked her son, grandson and
husband, towithdraw the com-

plaint.
Thepetitioneraskedthecourt

to direct Delhi Police
Commissioner and DCP
(Northeast)toinitiatedisciplinary
action against SHOBhajanpura,
andprovideadequateprotection
toherandherfamily.
The court askedpolice to file

astatusreport inthematter,and
directed the DCP to assess the
threatperceptionandprovidead-
ditionalsecuritytothepetitioner,
if required.
The petitioner, though her

lawyerMehmoodPracha,hadap-
proached theHCearlier seeking
directions for registration of FIR
andprovisionofpoliceprotection
for her family. The HC had dis-
posed of the petition on July 17,
with directions to provide her
with security and assess threat
perception.
Prachasubmittedtothecourt

thatafter theorder, on the inter-
vening night of August 5-6, “a

crowdofrowdyindividuals,sev-
eral of whomhad also partici-
pated in the riots, came to the
neighbourhoodofthepetitioners
andstartedraisingloudcommu-

nalslogans,shoutingoutfilthyex-
pletives… they threatened the
residentsandaskedthemtoleave
theneighbourhood.”
OnAugust 8,when the peti-

tionerandsomewomenmetthe
SHO, he allegedly dissuaded
themfromfilingthecomplaints.
“After some resilienceonpart of
the petitioners, they were as-
saulted by plainclothes persons
and police personnel inside the
policestation,”allegedPracha.
AdditionalStandingCounsel

RajeshMahajan told the court
thattheDCPhasassessedthesit-
uationandconcludedthatCCTV
camerasandbeatstaff aresuffi-
cient at this point in time. He
submitted that thebeat consta-
blevisits thesiteat least thricea
day and CCTVs have been in-
stalled.
Mahajantoldthecourt:“They

(petitioner and some other
women in the neighbourhood)
came to the police station and
threatenedpolice officers that if
theydonotlodgetheircomplaint,
theywill file a false complaint
against them... this was a very
sensitive areawhere riots took

placeintherecentpast,adequate
protectionhasalreadybeenpro-
vided.Theyintendtomisusethat
and have filed counter com-
plaintsagainstpolice, sayingpo-
lice are harassing them. Theydo
notwantprotection,letthemget
private security…Weare giving
them protection and… facing
their ire.”
JusticeKhannasaid, “If this is

thesituationwhichtheyarecom-
plainingintheircomplaintdated
August 10, 2020, then provide
themsecurity. Theyarealso citi-
zensofIndia,whydoyounotpro-
vide themwith security if they
are(being)harassed?” Mahajan
said, “This system is being com-
pletelymisused…"
Justice Khanna said, “If you

provide themproperprotection,
thenwhy should they complain
against SHOs andDCPs? For the
timebeing,raisesomesecurity…
sotheyfeelsecure.Iamdirecting
theDCPtolookintothisaspect.”

VICTIMALLEGESHARASSMENTBYACCUSED,PLAINCLOTHESPERSONNEL North MCD postpones
proposal for new taxes
as AAP opposes bid
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST19

THEPROPOSALby theBJP-ruled
North MCD to bring four new
taxes-professionaltax,housetax,
propertytransfertaxandelectric-
itytax-waspostponedamidop-
position fromAAP leaderswho
satonadharnainthecorporation
office.
Mayor Jai Prakash said that a

decision on new taxes, brought
about because of a financial cri-
sis,willbetakenafteradebate.
Senior AAP leader Durgesh

Pathak said, “Before the 2017
MCDelection, BJP promisednot
to hike taxes in Delhi. But they
havebetrayedthepeople.”
Leader of the Opposition in

NorthMCDVikasGoel said that
puttingtheextraburdenonpeo-
ple isunfair. "Theyshouldrather
beginbypluggingleaksinitsown
systembeforelevyingnewtaxes.
There are lakhs of households

thatdonotpay taxes. So first the
MCDshouldcollect fromthem."
Prakash said, "On the one

handthey(stategovernment)do
not give us funds that are due to
us in crores. And on the other,
they donot allowus to increase
our internal revenue.Why did
they increase taxes on liquor,
wasn't that formorerevenue?"
The SouthMCD had earlier

brought professional taxes, and
increased commercial property
taxandtransferduty.
TheNorthMCDhas3,35,000

taxpayersamong1millionprop-
ertyowners,accordingtodatare-
leasedbythethreeMCDsbefore
the last civic body elections in
2017. TheNorthcorporationem-
ploys around 50,000 people
whose salary ismostly delayed
due to shortageof funds, forcing
thecivicbody tobringabout the
proposal.
Pathak pointed out that last

month, South MCD increased
threetaxes.

Thepetitionerandher familyarealsocitizensof India, sayscourtwhiledirectingpolice toprovideadditional security

Give protection to riot victim: HC to police

Thevictim,a45-year-oldwoman,hadfiledacomplaint
againsta fewpersonswhohadallegedlypeltedstonesand
firedshotsatherandher familyduringtheriots.Archive
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SEVEN CARS in Saket’s J Block
were damagedwhen a portion
of the Apeejay School wall fell
on them, ostensibly due to
heavy rain, early Wednesday
morning.
Alleging negligence by

school authorities and de-
manding compensation for
their losses, the car owners
filed a police complaint. DCP
(South) Atul Kumar Thakur
said, “The wall collapsed, al-
legedly due to rain. An FIR un-
der IPC section 427 (mischief
causingdamage)hasbeenfiled
after a complaintwas received
byownerswhosevehicleswere
damaged. The matter is being
investigated.”
Theschoolmanagementde-

nied the allegations. “We have
constructedthewallsaspergov-
ernment directive for Delhi
schools. After the 9/11 attack in
theUS,thegovernmentthought
it isbetter to raise theboundary
of schoolswithbarbedwires so
miscreants and terrorists don't
enter. We're investigating but
there is no issue as such,” said a
school official, adding that the
incident was caused as it “has
been raining for the past three
days”.
The seven cars damaged

were aMGHector, Toyota Etios,
Honda City, Maruti Swift Dzire,
Toyota Innova Crysta, Renault
KwidandHyundaiSantro.They
were parked close to the wall,
withadrainseparatingthem.On
theothersideofthewallisabas-
ketball courtanda tennis court.
Thewindshieldsandbonnets

were crushed, and tyres punc-
tured due to the weight of the
concrete.
The owners, who found out

about the incident between
6.30-7.30 am, claimed thewall
wasof apoorquality.
Ashok Chawla (65), a busi-

nessman, was particularly un-
lucky as two of his three cars -
InnovaCrystaandSantro-were
damaged.“Theyarealmostcom-
pletely crushed; I don't think
there is anypossibilityof repair.
While IhadinsuranceforCrysta
which I bought last year, there
was no insurance for the other
car,”hesaid.
The newest car belonged to

Prashant Agnihotri (50) who
works in an advertising com-
pany. His Kwid, bought just six
months ago, was smashed.
However,hehasinsurance:"We
willfightforcompensationfrom
theschool.Theyhavebeencon-
structing on top without any
supportelements.Thewall,grill
and even the barbed wire col-
lapsed."
Kunal Bhandari (44) bought

hisMGHector lastyearforRs19
lakh.“Theschoolauthoritiesare
responsible for this. Today the
wallcollapsedtowardsthecars;
if it had collapsed towards the
basketball courtwhen students
were present, there could have
beenhumanlosses,”heclaimed.
KPSatyanandan(60),whose

Etioswasdamaged,alsosaidthe
school was "fully" responsible
and that they demanded com-
pensation.
Sandeep Kumar (36), ame-

chanicalengineerwhoownsthe
Swift Dzire, claimed, "Initially,
thewallheightwas6feet. Inthe
lasttwoyearsorso,theconstruc-
tionwassuchthatithasbecome
a12-feet-highwallwithbarbed
wires...”
ManojGoyal(42),asecretary

ataprivatecompany,saidhiscar
was damaged entirely: "The
height and the load of thewall
suggests somethingwaswrong
with the foundation."
But the Residents' Welfare

Association president Rajan
Maliksaidownersareat faultas
well.“Ihavetoldresidentsmany
times not to park near thewall,
but they refuse to listen. With
heavy rain, walls can collapse;
theschool can’tbeblamed.”
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LARGEPARTSOFCITYSEEPROLONGEDWATERLOGGING,62-YR-OLDELECTROCUTED

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,AUGUST19

CLOSE TO 120mmof rainfall in
Gurgaon onWednesdaymorn-
ing sawmany stretches inun-
dated and underpasses sub-
merged. Rainwater also seeped
intohomesinseveralareas,with
a62-year-oldmanbeingelectro-
cutedwhen he tried to turn off
the inverter afterwater got into
hishouse.
According to police, the vic-

tim,AshokBakshi(62),wasares-
identof Sector28. “Investigation
showed thatthegroundfloorof
hishousewaswetbecauseofthe
rain. Hewent to turn off the in-
verterandwaselectrocuted,”said
inspectorManojKumar,SHO,DLF
police station, adding that the
familyhasnotfiledacomplaint.
Among the worst affected

stretches was the DLF Phase 1
underpassonGolf CourseRoad,
whichwassubmerged,withfire
tenders deployed to pump out
thewater. Satyawan Samriwal,
assistant divisional fire officer,
said,“Fivefiretendershavebeen
deployed to pump out thewa-
ter...Acarisalsosubmerged.The
driver abandoned the vehicle
oncehe realisedhewouldn't be
able toget itout.”
A spokesperson from DLF,

which handles the underpass,
attributed the waterlogging to
an obstruction in the drainage
system: “The underpasses on
RaghavendraMarghavebeenin
use for the last 3-4 years, we
have never experiencedwater-
logging of this magnitude be-
fore. The intensityof rainfall re-
ceived this morning was 6-7
timeshigher than thedesigned
capacity of Gurgaon’s master
drainage system.”
Several others underpasses

had to be closed, including at

Sikanderpur, at IFFCO Chowk
andatRajivChowk. Six fire ten-
ders, two at each underpass,
weredeployed topumpout the
water, with officials saying all
three structures would be
clearedbyWednesdaynight.
“Flooding was observed at

service road of Narsinghpur, IF-
FCOChowkunderpass,Medanta
underpass and Hero Honda
chowk... IFFCO Chowk under-
pass is already functional and
Medanta underpass is likely to
reopenbymidnight,ascleaning
of mud is required,” said Ashok
Sharma, project director at
NationalHighwaysAuthorityof
India, whichmanages the un-
derpasses.
“The problem occurs due to

uncontrolled rainwater hitting
NH8 at these locations. Until a
permanent arrangement is
made by local agencies to con-
trolthis, itwillcontinue,”hesaid.
Officials from theMunicipal

CorporationofGurugram(MCG)
statedthat“low-lyingareas”were
mostaffectedandthatwaterlog-
gingwasnotduetoalackofpre-
paredness.“Thedrainshavebeen
cleaned; we also deployed
around40pumpsacrossthecity
to manage waterlogging.
However,wereceivedalmost130
mmof rain— a lot for Gurgaon.
Thewaterfromthecitygoesinto
the Badshahpur andNajafgarh
drains,whichareat full capacity.
So, drainage of excesswater be-
came a problem,” said Raman
Sharma,MCGchiefengineer.
“The situation was exacer-

batedbythefact thatrainfalloc-
curredduringofficehours,” said
DCP (Traffic) ChanderMohan,
addingthataround“3,000-4,000
policepersonnel”weredeployed
tomanagethesituation.
MCG Commissioner Vinay

Pratap Singh saidworkwas on
to rectify thesituation.

AtSaket JBlock,Wednesday.Sevencarsweredamagedin
thewall collapse. TashiTobgyal

Anaerialviewof thecity’s
upscaleGolf CourseRoad,
whichsawmassive
waterlogging; (left)an
underpassontheroadwas
submerged,with fire
tendersdeployedtopump
outthewater.PraveenKhanna

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

AAP’S RAJYA SabhaMP Sanjay
Singh, who has spent the past
fewweeks trying to make in-
roads into Uttar Pradesh for his
party, on facing FIRs in the state
andwhyhis focusappears tobe
oncaste insteadof ‘kaam’.

Whatwastheextensivetourof

UPall about?
I visited various districts.

First, I met families of the eight
policemenkilledduringtheraid
on Vikas Dubey; families of all
thosemurdered, includingjour-
nalist Vikram Joshi, trader
BrijeshPal,theLakhimpuriKheri
minor, the Jaunpur Dalit rape
victim’s family, theNishad fam-
ily inKanpur, SudeekshaBhati’s
family in Bulandshahr, among
others. Itriedtogaugethemood
of thepeopleandfounddiscon-
tent and anger, especially over
crime and the Covid situation.
CM Yogi (Adityanath) is sitting
onavolcano,waitingforittoex-
plode.

You’resuggestingthata
governmentthatroseto
powerflatteningtraditional
casteequations,withan

overwhelmingmajority,has
turnedsounpopularwithin
threeyears?
Whoeverraisedquestionsin

the past faced oppression. The
government of UP hates being
questioned. They have lodged
nineFIRsagainstme.Iamnotthe
first victim. A journalist at
Mirzapur reportingonmid-day
meals also faced an FIR. A jour-
nalist reporting on the sand
mafia in Unnaowas killed. And
the latest victim was Vikram
Joshi. UP mein aaj opposition
naamkikoicheezbachinahihai...
Only SP and BSP can comment
onwhytheyarenotquestioning
thegovernment;whatcanIsay?
PeopleinUPbelievethegovern-
ment belongs to one commu-
nity. Is thisRamRajya?

ButaretheFIRsnothelping

yougainthe limelight?
Heis tryingtoturnmeintoa

history sheeter. Tomorrow,NSA
mightbe levelledagainstme,or
somethingworsemay happen
tome. I am notworried. I have
raised my concerns with the
Vice-President of India, who is

the chairman of Rajya Sabha of
which I am a member. I have
taken oath in the name of the
Constitution and that bars gov-
ernments fromworking forone
particular casteorcommunity.

You’resayingyoufeelunsafe

inUP?
Yes, 100 per cent... My only

fault is that I am seeking justice
for all 24 crore people, be it
Brahmins, Mauryas, Rajbhars,
Nishads, Pals, Gujjars, Jaats,
Yadavs, Khatiks, Kurmis, Lodhs,
everyone.IfaceFIRs.Butwhyare
leaders like Sakshi Maharaj,
Giriraj Singh, PragyaThakurnot
actedagainst?

What is thebasisof your
allegationthat theUP
governmentworksonly for
theThakurcommunity?
I have figures to prove that.

Howmany thanedars, DMs, SPs
and senior officials come from
othercommunities?This,despite
a2002orderontheneedtomain-
tain balance in recruitment. The
Brahmins and other communi-
tieshaveclearlybeentargeted.

In Delhi, AAP talks about
politics of work, while in UP
theemphasis isoncaste?
But where am I not talking

about politics of work? I am
merely saying that the govern-
ment should work for every
community. I am saying you
want to work for the Thakurs,
please do, but keep the interest
ofall24crorepeopleof thestate
inmindaswell.

TheAAPchiefhasn’t touched
onthis issue.
Does PMModi comment on

the activities of all BJP units? In
our case, Jarnail Singh has been
madein-chargeofPunjab, sohe
will speak on Punjab. I am in
charge of UP, so I will speak on
UP. If something really major
happens, then the CMwill also
speak.

Canaparty likeAAP really
competewiththeBJPinsucha
largestate?
WewonDelhi fightingpolls

with the support of donations.
We brought 22 seats in Punjab
through donation-led cam-
paigns. We will also fight UP.
Right now, the focus is on the
‘oxi mitras’ campaign through
which we are reaching out to
peopleofUP.

Congress isalsomakinga
pushinUttarPradesh,with
PriyankaGandhi leadingthe
way.
See, we are not facing any

threatfromanyparty.Wearefo-
cusingonorganisationbuilding
and questioning the govern-
ment.Peoplewilldecidebasehai
ya nahi hai (whether or not our
partyhasabase).

Part of school wall
collapses on cars,
owners complain

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST19

THEDELHI High CourtMonday
expressedconcernover the fact
that Covid cases are still hover-
ing around the 1,300 mark,
“whichshowsthattheremustbe
a concentrated focus on ramp-
ingup lab testing inDelhi”.
A bench of Justices Hima

Kohli andSubramoniumPrasad
were hearing two petitions on
Covid testing inDelhi. The court
alsoinquiredfromtheDelhigov-
ernment whether adequate
arrangements have beenmade
atthebordersandatotherplaces
where industries/ construction
sites exist for large-scale testing
to detect cases and segregating
themwithoutcausinginconven-
ience.Thecourtdirectedthegov-
ernmentto fileastatusreport.
“Itisamatterofgreatconcern

thatthoughthenumberofCovid
cases were expected to climb
downgraduallyoratleastremain
stablebelow1,000perdayinthe
monthofAugust, thedailycases
thathad touched707onAugust
10,652onAugust16and787on
August 17 have shot up to 1,374
on August 18. In otherwords, it
cannot be said that the number
ofcaseshaveslowlyandsteadily

reduced in Delhi. The numbers
are still floating around 1,300-
odd cases per day,which shows
that there must be a concen-
tratedfocusonrampingupoflab
testing. Satyakam, learned ASC,
has assured this court that the
Delhigovernmentisdoingevery-
thinginitspowertoensuretest-
ing is rampedup tocurb further
spreadoftheinfection,”thecourt
said in its order. The Additional
Standing Counsel told the court
that results of the second sero-
survey undertaken inDelhiwill
be placed on recordwell before
thenextdateofhearing.
The capital recorded 1,398

new cases and nine deaths on
Wednesday.Thetotalcasecount
is now at 1,56,139 while the
death toll touched4,235.

WITH

SANJAY SINGH
AAPRAJYASABHAMP

THE EXPRESS
INTERVIEW

AAP’sRajyaSabhaMPSanjaySingh

Frontline workers focus
of Humanitarian Day talk

‘We fought Delhi, Punjab with help of donations, will also fight UP’

NewDelhi: To honour frontline
workers,NGOCaritas Indiaheld
awebinar titled ‘Local frontline
workersarelocalheroes’tomark
World Humanitarian Day,
Wednesday.
The discussion revolved

around addressing challenges
frontline workers have faced
amid thepandemic.
“Weapplaudthe98,000vol-

unteers who have dedicated
themselves towards service of
the poor during the lockdown,”
saidFatherPaulMoonjely,exec-
utivedirector,Caritas India.
The discussion also steered

towards future crises, the need
forpolicy-level change to tackle
risksposedbytheclimatecrisis,
and the need for community
participation.ENS

INUNDATED

Rainfall
118mm
Distresscalls received
300
Copsdeployed
3,000to4,000
Vehicles towed
Around100

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUST19

FIVE MONTHS after mobile
phonesof theentire teamof the
DelhiUnited Football Clubwere
stolen from their dressing room
attheJawaharlalNehruStadium
duringtheDelhiFootballLeague
2020,policehavearresteda for-
mer coach of the team for the
theft. DCP (South) Atul Kumar
Thakur said that the former
coach,ShekharPathak,allegedly
committed the theft to “take re-
venge forhis removal as a coach
at thestadiumin2013”.
The incident took place on

March 13,when the teamhad a
match as a part of the Delhi
FootballLeague2020.“TheDelhi
UnitedFootballClubwasallotted
a dressing room with cabins
where they had kept their
phones, bags and purses. After
thematch, they returned to find
the dressing room ransacked.
Apartfrom12phones,Rs10,000
cashwas also gone. A casewas
registered at the Lodhi Colony
policestation,”saidtheDCP.
Police scannedCCTV footage

at the stadium, and questioned
several employees. The stolen
phonestoowereputontechnical
surveillance.“Recently,oneofthe

phoneswas switchedon and its
location was immediately
tracked. The person using the
phone said that Pathakhad sold
it to him,” said Thakur. Pathak’s
housewasraidedandnineofthe
12stolenphoneswererecovered.
PolicesaidPathakhadworked

asarestaurantmanagerathotels
such as The Oberoi and The
Ashoka.DCPThakur saidPathak
wasadistrict-levelfootballplayer.
“In2011,hewashiredbythesta-
dium,whereheworked till2013,
afterwhichhewasremovedover
complaints fromanother coach
abouthispunctualityandsincer-
ity,”saidThakur.
After he was let go, Pathak

startedhisownacademyinPreet
Viharbut soonshut it down.He
then opened a mobile repair
shop.“Buthewantedtotakere-
vengeevenafteralltheseyears,”
saidpolice.

Man held for
phone theft,
extortion
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

AFTERHER friend’s phonewas
stolenfromNoidainJuly,aDelhi-
based woman was inundated
withcallsfromanunknownper-
sonwho threatened to upload
her “morphed” photos on social
media if she didn’t transfer Rs 2
lakhtoaPaytmaccount.
OnMonday,ateamof38po-

lice officers from Northwest
Delhi’s Adarsh Nagar and
Jahangirpuri police stations ar-
rested Junaid (22) fromavillage
inRajasthan’sBharatpurdistrict
for the extortion. “Not only did
theaccusedstealaphone,healso
used the data to attempt extor-
tion.While going through the
phone, he came across the
woman’s photos in the gallery,
foundhernumberinthecontact
list, and threatened to morph
those photos and post themon
social media,” said DCP
(Northwest)VijayantaArya.
Police received a complaint

from thewoman on August 4.
TheDCPsaidtheinformationwas
soughtfromPaytmandanalysed,
andthestolenphonewasputon
technicalsurveillance.“Theloca-
tion came as village Kawan ka
baas in Bharatpur, Rajasthan. A
teamwas dispatched andwith
the help of Bharatpur police, he
wasarrested,”saidArya.

Wednesdaysaw1,398new
casesand9deaths.AmitMehra

ShekharPathak

Fired coach takes
revenge by ‘stealing
players’ phones’

After heavy rain, Gurgaon in the deep end

City’s cases at 1,300
a day, focus on
testing: HC to govt

Waterlogging
acrosscapital
NewDelhi: Incessantrain-
fall on Wednesday re-
sulted in waterlogging
acrossSouthDelhi’smain
arterial roads, such as
under theMoti Bagh fly-
over, Palam flyover,
Badarpur flyover, Sarita
Vihar flyover, and at Pul
Prahladpurunderpass.

CMtointeract
withtraders
New Delhi: Delhi Chief
Minister ArvindKejriwal
will interactwith traders
in the city through adig-
ital sessiononAugust23.
The purpose of the dis-
cussion is to understand
the challenges faced by
the traders in light of the
Covid-19 pandemic and
to plan measures on
strengthening Delhi’s
economy,CMOsaid.ENS

AtBhaironMarg,
Wednesday.
PremNathPandey
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DEPARTMENT OF TRAINING & TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi
Muni Maya Ram Marg, Pitam Pura, Delhi-110034

Website- www.tte.delhigovt.nic.in
Extended Last date of online registration : 13.09.2020

On-line applications are invited from 8th pass/10th pass interested
candidates for admission in various certificate level Engineering &
Non- Engineering trades/courses of one year/two years duration,
running under NCVT/SCVT in the Delhi Government, Industrial
Training Institutes for the academic session 2020.

? APPLY ONLINE :- Candidates have to apply ONLINE through
www.itidelhiadmissions.nic.in

? Fee of Rs. 200/- is payable at the time of online registration. Along
with submitting the on-line registration form, the candidates must
upload the necessary documents as per the instruction on website.

? The detailed information on Trades/courses, eligibility and other
particulars are available at Website:
www.itidelhiadmissions.nic.in

? Candidates are advised to read the instructions/ Prospectus
carefully before applying.

? The complete admission process (Registration, Verification, Choice
filling, and Counseling etc.) will be through online portal only.

? REVISED IMPORTANT DATES

Candidates may visit the department website for other schemes and
courses available under the aegis of the department of Training and
Technical Education.

[Director]
Department Of Training & Technical Education, Delhi

DIP/Shabdarth/0213/20-21

1. Date of start of registration, choice filling &
verification

: 10.08.2020

2. Last Date of Registration : 13.09.2020
3. Last Date of Online verification : 18.09.2020
4. Last Date of choice filling 20.09.2020
5. Tentative Rank Display : 21.09.2020

New Delhi
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SUSHANTSINGH
NEWDELHI,AUGUST19

THEWORKINGMechanism for
Consultation&Coordination on
India-China Border Affairs
(WMCC)willmeet Thursday to
try and find away to resolve the
militarystandoffalongtheLineof
ActualControl inLadakh.
Hopes of a breakthrough are

lowgiventherigidChinesestance
during diplomatic andmilitary
talksinthepastmonth.
AgovernmentofficialtoldThe

Indian Express that theWMCC
meetingistakingplaceThursday
buttherearecurrentlynoplansto
hold thenext roundof theCorps
Commander level meeting. If
thereisaninclinationtomovefor-
wardduringtheWMCCmeeting,
thenext engagementwill bede-
cidedthereafter,theofficialsaid.
Thiswasdiscussedduringthe

high-level consultativemeeting
onChinaheldonMonday,theof-
ficial said, adding that the Indian
stance andposition on the issue
were also discussed.While the
end-goalremainstherestoration
of statusquoante asof April, the
official said that anyprocesswill
havetorecognizegroundrealities
onbothsides.
Accordingtotheofficial,while

it is understood that even the

processofde-escalationhastobe
stepwise,theChineseinsistenceon
equalrearwardmovementbyboth
armies is not acceptable. The
Chinesehavebetterroadsandin-
frastructureontheirsidewhichal-
lowsthemtomobilisequickly,the
official said, andsomeelementof
timehastobebuiltinthisstepping-
backtomakeitfairtobotharmies.
Thiswillbethefourthmeet-

ingof theWMCCsince tensions
eruptedearlyMay,withclashes
betweensoldiersofbotharmies.
Inaddition, five roundsof Corp-
Commander level meetings, a
phoneconversationandameet-
ing between the two Special
Representatives, twomeetings
of the Indian Ambassador to
Chinawith top party andmili-
taryofficials,andseveraldivision
and brigade commander level
meetings have takenplace dur-
ing thisperiod.
The response of the Chinese

interlocutorsinthelastfewmeet-
ingshasbeenvery rigid, theoffi-
cialsaid,andnotmuchhascome
outof themeetingsbetweenthe
military commanders in Ladakh
and at the diplomatic level in
Beijing.
Accordingto theofficial, after

the fourth round of Corps
CommanderlevelmeetingonJuly
14, there has been no further
movementfromtheChineseside

on the ground and the situation
remainstense.
“After the July 14 meeting,

Chinahasaddedmoretroopsand
equipmenttoallthreesectionsat
DepsangandTrigHeights,across
PP14at itsbasecamp,acrossHot
Springs and Gogra, same at
Pangong Tso north and south
banks, sameat Fukche, anddou-
bled across Chumar and
Demchok. There are reports that
PLA is building infrastructure at
breakneckspeed,”theofficialsaid.
A seniormilitary officer said

therehasbeennonewmajorad-
ditional Chinesedeployment on
the LAC “in the past couple of
weeks,”andthePLAstrength“re-
mains at around three divisions
plus, alongwith a Special Forces
brigade”.
The Indian deployment, the

officersaid,iscommensuratewith
the Chinese deployment, with
planshavingbeenput inplaceto
keepadditionaltroopsonthebor-
derduringthewintermonths.
“Wehavestartedconstructing

prefabricatedsheltersforaccom-
modationoftroopsandstorageof
equipmentundertheOperational
Works, for whichmaterial can
keepmoving till thepasses close
in November. This gives us still
sometime,asitisclearthatweare
stayingtheretilltheChinesedon’t
goback,”theofficersaid.

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,AUGUST19

THE CONGRESS leadership
forming a three-member All
India Congress Committee
(AICC) panel “within 2-3 days”
of discussionswith party lead-
ers Priyanka Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi inDelhi shows its “seri-
ousness” to address issues
within the party in the state,
Former RajasthanDeputy Chief
Minister Sachin Pilot said on
Wednesday.
Talking to journalists on his

first visit to his constituency
Tonk following the political cri-
sis, Pilot said, “Like it had been
promised,athree-memberAICC
committee has been consti-
tuted... I feel that SoniaGandhi-
ji has taken the right decision.

WhenIhadhaddiscussionswith
Priyanka Gandhi-ji and Rahul
Gandhi-ji in Delhi, thenwehad
decidedthatacommitteewillbe
constitutedatAICClevel.Andits
constitution within 2-3 days
shows that the party high com-
mand and AICC has taken it
seriously.”
“All our requests, sugges-

tions,changesandhowthegov-
ernmentandorganisationhasto
proceed (will be decidedby the
committee).Thereshouldbeco-
ordinationbetweenthegovern-
ment and the organisation. I
have been saying since the be-
ginning thatworkers and party
leaderswhohadaroletoplayin
formation of the government,
whatisitthatcanbedonesothat
theyconsider themselvesapart
of thegovernment,”hesaid.
Pilot received a warmwel-

come by local residents, party
workersandsupportersinTonk,
where at least 59office-bearers
have submitted their resigna-
tions after his sacking last
month. He heldmeetingswith
districtadministrationincluding
the District Collector, the
Superintendent of Police, and
metlocalpublicrepresentatives.
Before leaving forTonk,Pilot

said in Jaipur that it is up to the
party leadership to decidewho
works in the government and
theorganisation.
ThankingCongresspresident

Sonia Gandhi for acting on the
concernswithoutanydelay,Pilot
said, “The committee will dis-
cuss and decide how it has to
work.Whateverwehave to say
wewill share it with the party
high command through the
committee.”

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI, AUGUST19

THEALLAssamStudents’Union
(AASU) and Asom Jatiyatabadi
Yuba Chatra Parishad (AJYCP)
Wednesday came together to
announce the formation of an
“Assam Advisory Committee”,
comprising 16 prominent per-
sonalities fromthestate, tosug-
gest the future course of action
towardsprotectingtheinterests
of thestate’s indigenouspeople.
The announcement comes

amidspeculationabout the for-
mationof anewregionalpoliti-
cal party for the upcoming
Assembly polls early next year.
Talks about the formation of a
newparty,comprisingleadersof
theAASU, among others, began
following protests against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
earlier thisyear.
The 16-member committee

—aidedbyAASUandAJYCPgen-
eral secretaries LurinjyotiGogoi
and Palash Changmai, respec-
tively—includeswriterandfor-
merRajyaSabhamemberNagen
Saikia, PadmaShri awardeeand
writer Arup Kumar Dutta, for-
merMeghalayaGovernorRanjit
Shekhar Mooshahary, and
National Award-winning film-
maker Jahnu Barua, among
others.
AASU’sGogoitoldTheIndian

Express, “Thecommitteewillde-
cide upon the academic, social,
economicalandpoliticalwaysto
protect the futureof the indige-
nouspeopleof thestate.”

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,AUGUST19

BANGLADESHONWednesday
expressed “deep concern” at the
rise in killings at the Indo-
Bangladesh border by “BSF or
Indiannationals” during the first
halfofthisyear,aBangladeshfor-
eignministry statement said on
Wednesday.
Thiswasoneofthekeypoints

raised by Bangladesh Foreign
SecretaryMasudBinMomendur-
ing the meeting with Foreign
SecretaryHarshVardhanShringla
onWednesday.
“Bangladesh flagged that this

isinviolationofallbilateralagree-
mentsandthattheIndianBorder
SecurityForcemustbedulyurged
to exercisemaximumrestraint.
The Indian side assured that the
BSF authorities havebeen sensi-
tisedof thematter and the issue
will be discussed indetail at the
DG level talks betweenBGBand
BSF to be hosted byDhaka next
month,” theBangladesh Foreign
ministrysaid.
ShringlametBangladeshPM

SheikhHasinaonWednesday.
Momen also requested

Shringlatoexpeditethereturnof
the Tabligh members from
Bangladeshwhowere impacted
by the lockdown in India, the
statementsaid.“Requestwasalso
made for early release of the 25
Bangladeshi fishermenwhoare
in custody in Dhubri district of
Assam. Indian side assured that

thematter has been addressed
and the Bangladeshi nationals
wouldbeabletoreturnsoon,”the
statementsaid.
The statement said thatboth

sides expressed satisfaction that
evenduringthepandemic,thetwo
countrieshavemaintainedahigh
levelofengagementonvariousar-
easof cooperation. Importantde-
velopments include conducting
thefirsttrialrunfortrans-shipment
of Indian cargo through
BangladeshundertheAgreement
on the use of Chattogram and
Monglaport,itsaid.
Momen stated that

Bangladeshisreadytocollaborate
inthedevelopmentofCovidvac-
cine, including its trial, and looks
forward toearlyaffordableavail-
ability of the vaccinewhen it is
ready,thestatementsaid.
Both Foreign Secretaries

agreedthatgreaterattentionisre-
quiredtoaccordmoreimpetusto
the development projects in
Bangladesh under the Indian
LinesofCredit,thestatementsaid.

NIRUPAMASUBRAMANIAN
MUMBAI, AUGUST19

A FORMER J&K minister from
Ladakh in the PDP-BJP govern-
ment has said Indian security
forcesmust help the semi-no-
madicpeopleoftheareaasserttra-
ditional rightsover the landnear
theLineofActualControl instead
of preventing them from taking
their livestock to graze on these
pasturelandsastheydonow.
Chering Dorjay, who was

Minister for Co-operatives and
Ladakh Affairs until 2018, and
until recently president of the
BJP in Ladakh, told The Indian
Express there was concern
among the people of that area
that if Indiadoesnot succeed in
getting the PLA soldiers to go
backtostatusquoantepositions,
“there will be no end” to how
much landLadakhismay lose.
“As far aswe are concerned,

there has been no question of
ourpeoplegoingtothelandson
the Chinese side, but our secu-
rityforcescreateproblemsforus
evenwhenwetakeouranimals
to graze in pasture lands onour
side. This has been a problem
fromthebeginning,”saidDorjay.
Demchok in south eastern

Ladakh, inmilitary parlance an
areacalledsub-sectorsouth,and
Chushul, which is closer to
PangongTso, are the twoplaces
where the graziers experience
themostpushbackbyIndianse-
curity forces, mainly the ITBP
whichmans theborderposts.
“Fromtheothersidewehave

seenthattheirarmyorborderpo-

lice followamodus operandi by
which they push nomads from
their side to our side. They send
themfirsttoencroach,andcome
behind them later,” saidDorjay,
who has raised this issuemany
timeswith the security forces as
wellaswiththeadministrationof
J&K (at the timewhen Ladakh
waspartof theformerstate).
Senior security officials ac-

knowledged that there were
problemsbetweenthelocalpeo-
ple and the security forces over
permissionforgrazing,andsaid
the ITBP prevents tribesmen
from going into certain areas
evenonthe Indiansidebecause
itobstructstheirpatrolling,with
animals and people coming in
the way. There is also the “un-
spoken” suspicion, one official
said, that somemay be inform-
ers for theother side.
However, Dorjay says the

main reason that the ITBP stops
the graziers is because “they
wantapeacefultenure”andfear
thatpermittingpeople tosetup
grazingcampsmay lead tocon-
frontationswith theChinese.
Between December and

March, the Changpas, semi-no-
madic shepherds of the south
eastern Ladakh area, cross over
the frozen Indus with their
Pashmina goats and yak to a
plain called Skakjung, where
grazingdoesnottakeplaceinthe
summer so as to preserve the
grass there for thewinter. Here,
Dorjaysaid,theChinesehaden-
croachedsteadilyintotraditional
Ladakhipastureland.Herecalled
an incident from2008-9,when
hewas chief executive council-

lor of the Ladakh Autonomous
HillDevelopmentCouncil(Leh),
to show that being assertive is
the only way for India to safe-
guard its territory.
Thatwinter, theChinesehad

uprooted some Changpa rebos
(woollentents) inSkakjungand
pushed them back, even burn-
ingone tent.
“Somepeoplecalledme,and

said I should go to Skakjung to
express solidarity with people,
whichwouldhelp theirmorale.
I took the Nyoma SHO andwe
went in 10 vehicles tomeet the
affected people. They told me
what had happened, and as the
migrationseasonwascomingto
anend,andthegrassonthatside
was also finished, they were
planning to return. But I told
them to remain there for the
nextweekor10days,otherwise
the Chinese would get the im-
pression they had succeeded in
their plan. I replaced the burnt
tent,sent10truckloadsof fodder
for their livestock, and also in-
stalled three handpumps. From
thatyearuntilnow,wehavehad

noprobleminthatareafromthe
Chinese,”hesaid.
“OurArmyandITBPneverdo

this, theynevergoandconfront
the Chinese like this,” Dorjay
said, observing that it was be-
cause of “constantly downplay-
ingincidents”thatpeople inthe
area had lost winter pasture
lands on the north bank of
Pangong, where dry grass was
plentiful on the south facing
ridges, and people would take
their livestock until some 15
yearsago.
Dorjay, who belongs to the

LakrukareaofLadakh,saidpeo-
ple living on the south bank of
Pangongcould see thatChinese
soldiershadnotfullywithdrawn
from Finger 4 to Finger 8, and
they could also see building ac-
tivityontheother side.
“Our people can see dozers,

road-building activity is going
on. Earlier,weneverused tosee
any Chinese, now they are fully
visibletopeoplelivinginthevil-
lages on the opposite side,” he
said.Atnight,as the lightscome
on,theirpresencebecomespar-
ticularlyvisible.
“Peoplehavenoted this, and

theyfeartheChinesearenotgo-
ing to goback. They aremaking
permanentstructures,theyhave
taken control of that landwith-
out firingashot,”hesaid.
“If they don’t go back, our

people say therewill be no end
to it. They are very much agi-
tated, they thinknowtheyhave
come 8 km, next time theywill
comeinmore,andoneday,they
willtakethewholeofPangong,”
hesaid.

Bordermechanism
meets today, China
standdampenshopes

People fearChinesewon’tgo
back:CheringDorjay

Help us assert grazing rights near
LAC, it counts: ex-Ladakh BJP chief

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

WITH THEMonsoon Session of
Parliament likely tobegin in the
second week of September,
Congress’s leader in Lok Sabha
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury and
senior party leader and Rajya
SabhamemberPChidambaram
onWednesdaycalledfortheuse
of technology to enable
Members to participate either
physicallyorvirtuallyinthepro-
ceedings in the twoHouses.
Writing to Rajya Sabha

Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu,
Chidambaramwelcomedthede-
cision to hold the Monsoon
Session, saying it is very impor-
tantthattheHousesmeetandde-
liberate on themany issues that

concern thenationand thepeo-
pleevenduringthepandemic.
He said he was aware that

“special arrangements” are be-
ing made to ensure that the
Members are safe and tomain-
tain social distancing inside the
House but argued that it is
“nearly impossible” toavoidthe
spreadof theviruswhennearly
245membersoftheRajyaSabha
gather in one placewith nearly

300 officers, staff and security
personnel in attendance, and a
largernumbergathersinthead-
jacentLokSabha.
“All evidence points to the

conclusion that when people
gatherinsignificantnumbersin
one place, they are vulnerable
and are exposed to infection. I
amafraidthisapprehensionwill
discouragemanyMembersfrom
participating physically in the
proposedSessionof theHouse,”
Chidambaramsaid.
Chowdhury,inaseparatelet-

ter to Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla,suggestedthat“anappand
link should be provided to
Members” like in the Supreme
Court and High Courts. “A
Memberwho cannot be physi-
cally present shouldbeallowed
tospeakviaanapp,”hesaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

ADDRESSING THENavy's lead-
ership on the inaugural day of
the Naval Commanders'
Conference, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh expressed confi-
dence in the force's prepared-
ness to meet any challenge
throughaproactive response in
deploying its shipsandaircraft.
He also appreciated Navy

personnel for their role in pro-
tectingthemaritimeinterestsof
thenation,theDefenceMinistry
said inastatement.
Mentioning PrimeMinister

Narendra Modi’s “vision of
SAGAR(SecurityAndGrowthfor
AllintheRegion)”,Singhsaidthe
IndianNavy has effectively car-
ried out Mission Based
Deploymenttoprotectmaritime
interests atmajor and sensitive
locations.

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

UNMASKED DIG
ALTHOUGHTHECovid-19pandemichascurtailedmostpolit-
ical activities, the BJP has been quite active inManipur. On
Wednesday,whenfive formerMLAsfromthestate joinedthe
partyinthepresenceofManipurChiefMinisterNBirenSingh,
party general secretary RamMadhav and vice-president
Baijayant Panda, a battery of photographers and TV cameras
werepresent.Astheshuttersstartedgoingoff,Madhavtoldthe
five leaders to lower their facemasks. Otherwise, he said, the
CongresswouldclaimthesewerenotitsMLAsandthattheBJP
hadgototherpeopleforthephoto-op.BJPleaders,meanwhile,
saidmoreMLAswill leavetheCongresssooninManipur.

FRESH AVATAR
THEMINISTRY of HRDwas officially renamedMinistry of
Education this week. The President notified the Union
Cabinet’sdecisiononMonday.Thedayafter, thenameof the
ministry’sWhatsapp group for journalistswas changed. On
Wednesday,anewboardwasputupneartheofficeofHigher
EducationSecretaryAmitKhare,welcomingvisitorsin22lan-
guages to the renamedMinistryof Education.

INTERNAL EXERCISE
EXTERNAL AFFAIRSMinister S Jaishankar onWednesday
posted a video of himself exercising and running as part of
the Fit India campaign. Jaishankar, who likes to play squash
regularly,hasbeena fitness freak for the last40years.

HarshVardhanShringla
withMasudBinMomen, in
Dhaka,Wednesday.PTI

AASU, AJYCP
announce panel
amid talk of
new political
outfit in Assam

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI,AUGUST19

HERILEDpolitical leaders in J&K
by askingmilitants to kill “those
who have looted Kashmir” in-
steadoftargetingsecurityofficers.
HeirkedofficialsinDelhibyclaim-
inghedidnotbelieveinformation
provided by the Intelligence
Bureau. He rattled the Chief
Minister inGoa, accusinghimof
“impropriety” and pointing to
“shortcomings” in the battle
againstCovid.
FromBihar to J&K to Goa in

twoyears,andnowonhiswayto
Meghalaya, Governor Satya Pal
Malik has seenenoughaction—
enough for a lifetime, he says—
and it’s finally “time for some
relaxation”.

Askedifthefrequenttransfers
werebecausehewasoutspoken
andamanofaction, the74-year-
oldtoldTheIndianExpress:“Ithink
I havehadenoughaction in J&K.
Maybethat’senoughforalifetime
andit’stimetotakerest.Actionis
notgoodeverytime.Soletmego
to this beautiful place
(Meghalaya).”
Asked about his differences

with Goa CM Pramod Sawant,
Malik said they enjoyed a “good
personalrapport”.
“But it’s true that I used tobe

vocal and articulate about the
thingsIfoundwrong.Ifthere’sany
suchmatterorcorruptionorirreg-
ularities, Iwill speakout.Maybe,
some people did not like it.
Governorsusuallydonotdothat,”
Malik said, speakingoverphone
fromtheGuwahatiairportonhis
waytoShillong.
“But theChiefMinister... had

invited me home for a meal, I
couldnotgo,”theGovernorsaid.
Asked specifically about the

latest transfer,Maliksaid:“Ihad
nothing much to do in Goa.
Meghalaya is a bigger state. Let
me see.” Responding to a ques-
tion on whether his socialist
background has become an is-
sue in the current political sce-
nario, he said: “No, nothing like
that.TheBJPisverycomfortable
withme.”

‘It’s truethat
Iusedtobe
vocal... Iwill
speakout’

Dhaka raises concern
on ‘rise in killings
at border by BSF,
Indian nationals’

Setting up panel within 2-3 days
shows Cong seriousness: Pilot

SupporterswelcomeSachinPilot inTonkonWednesday.Express

Rajnath lauds
Navy for
preparedness

KOSHYARI TAKES OATH
BhagatSinghKoshyari tookoathas thenewGovernorofGoa
(AdditionalCharge)ataceremonyheldatRajBhavan, in
PanajionWednesday.Chief JusticeofBombayHighCourt
JusticeDipankarDattaadministeredtheoathofoffice. PTI

DefenceMinisterRajnath
SinghandNavyChief
AdmiralKarambirSinghat
theNavalCommanders’
Conference inDelhi. PTI

Enough action for lifetime, now turn
to relax: Malik on way to Meghalaya

P Chidambaram,Adhir
RanjanChowdhury

Cong leaders call for use of tech for
participation in Monsoon Session

New Delhi
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GOVT. OF BIHAR

BIHAR COMBINED ENTRANCE COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION BOARD
I.A.S. Association Building, Near Patna Airport, Patna-14.

POST GRADUATE MEDICAL ADMISSION COUNSELLING (PGMAC)-2020
for MD/ MS/ PGD in Government/ Private Medical Colleges of Bihar

Adv. No.- BCECEB(PGMAC)-2020/24 Dated : 19.08.2020
Important Notice for PGMAC-2020 [Medical]

In continuation to Adv. No. BCECEB(PGMAC)-2020/17 dated 06.08.2020 and 2020/23 dated
17.08.2020, this is to inform all qualified, eligible PGMAC-2020 (Medical) candidates that the seat
allotment result of 2nd round counselling has been uploaded on Board's Website. The candidates has to
report physically with all original documents and required fees in concerned institution as per revised
programme given below ;
i. Publication of seat allotment result, downloading of Provisional Seat

Allotment Order .................................................................................... : 19.08.2020
ii. Publication of common seat allotment list (2nd round) ....................... : 20.08.2020
iii. Date of Physical Reporting / Submission of required Original

Documents and required fees of concerned Institution for 1st round
admitted & 2nd round allotted candidates ............................................ : 19.08.2020 to 24.08.2020

Controller of Examination

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH PUNE
(An Autonomous Institution of Ministry of HRD., Govt. of India)
Dr. Homi Bhabha Road, Pune - 411 008 l Website : www.iiserpune.ac.in

RECRUITMENT: JUNIOR ENGINEER (ELECTRICAL)
Institute invites online applications from Indian nationals having
excellent academic record for the position of “Junior Engineer -
Electrical” (Level-6, Unreserved).
For detailed information about emoluments, requirements and
submission of online application, please visitwww.iiserpune.ac.in and
click on the link “Opportunities –Technical/Administration”. The last
date for submission of online application isSeptember 10, 2020.
Advt. No.: 35/2020/IISER-P/Rect./19.08.2020 Registrar

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

THEUNION Cabinet chaired by
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
onWednesdaygaveitsapproval
for creation of the National
Recruitment Agency (NRA) to
conduct a preliminary exam –
named common eligibility test
(CET ) — for recruitment of
Group B and C (non -technical)
staff in theCentral government.
The online testwill be con-

ducted to screen/shortlist candi-
datesatthefirstlevelforvacancies,
whichareatpresentfilledthrough
differentexamsconductedbyStaff
Selection Commission (SSC),
RailwaysRecruitmentBoard(RRB)
and the Institute of Banking
PersonnelSelection(IBPS).
“Basedonthescreeningdone

attheCETscorelevel, finalselec-
tion for recruitment shall be
made through separate spe-
cialisedTiers (II, III etc)of exami-
nation,whichshallbeconducted
by the respective recruitment
agencies,” read a statement is-
suedafterthemeeting.
Thepresentrecruitmentagen-

cies—IBPS,RRBandSSC—willre-
maininplace, itwasinformed.
Thetestwillbeconductedat

three levels: graduate, higher
secondary (Class XII pass) and
matriculate (ClassXpass).
InformationandBroadcasting

Minister Prakash Javadekar said,
“Today, youthshave toappear in
many exams for jobs. There are
about20recruitmentagenciesin
thegovernment.Ifonehastoap-
pearinfourorfiveexams(fordif-
ferent jobs), he/shewill have to
appearindifferentexaminations.
Toend this, ahistoricdecision to
set up a National Recruitment
Agencyhasbeentaken.”
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi tweeted, "The
#NationalRecruitmentAgency

willprovetobeaboonforcrores
of youngsters. Through the
Common Eligibility Test, it will
eliminatemultipletestsandsave
precious time as well as re-
sources. This will also be a big
boost to transparency.”
StatingCETwillbeconducted

twiceeachyear,MinisterofState
forDepartmentofPersonneland
Training (DoPT) Jitendra Singh
said,“Thisreformwillbringease
inrecruitment,easeofselection,
ease of job placement and
therebyeaseof living...”
Singh also said the CETwill

beconducted in12 languages.
The NRAwill be headed by

anofficerequivalent to therank
ofUnionSecretary andwill also
have representatives from SSC,
RRB and IBPS. The Cabinet ap-
provedRs1,517.57croreforNRA
for threeyears.
DoPT Secretary C

Chandramoulisaideveryyearon
average2.5croreto3croreaspi-
rants appear for about1.25 lakh
Group B andGroup C vacancies
incentralgovernment,andmore
than 50 recruitment tests are
conductedeachyear.
Oncetheproposedexamisin

place,basedonCETscoreacan-
didate can apply for a vacancy
with therespectiveagency.

LIZMATHEW&MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

THEPOLITICALspatover thede-
cisionofShashiTharoor,Congress
MPandchairmanoftheStanding
Committee on Information
Technology, to summon
FacebookoverareportinTheWall
StreetJournalhasintensified,with
Tharoor and BJPMPNishikant
Dubeygivinganoticeofbreachof
privilegeagainsteachother.
Theofficeof thechairmanof

thestandingcommitteehadsent
a letter to Facebook, seeking an
explanation on TheWall Street
Journalreportwhichstatedthata
seniorpublicpolicyexecutiveof
Facebook “opposed applying
hate-speechrules”toatleastfour
individuals and groups linked
withtheBJPevenaftertheywere
“flaggedinternallyforpromoting
orparticipating inviolence”.
In his letter to Lok Sabha

SpeakerOmBirla,Tharoorsaidhe
decidedtosummonameetingof
the committee to discuss the al-
legedmisconductofFacebookas
part of its discussions on
“Safeguardingcitizens’rightsand
preventionofmisuseofsocial/on-

linenewsmediaplatforms”.
“Despite this, Dubey insult-

inglycriticizedmydecisiontodo
so stating that ‘The Chairmanof
theStandingCommitteedoesnot
havetheauthoritytodoanything
withoutdiscussionoftheagenda
withitsmember’andaccusedme
of championing my political
party’s ‘agendawithoutauthori-
sation by the Committee and
Speaker’.Thisamountstoathree-
foldbreachofprivilege,”hewrote.
Terming Dubey’s remarks

againsthimas“disparaging”,the
CongressMP said, “...contemp-
tuouswordsusedbyDubeyhave
castaspersionsontheintentand
integrity withwhich I fulfil my
dutiesasanelectedrepresenta-
tive of people of
ThiruvananthapuramintheLok

Sabha.Second,suchwordscon-
stitute unwarranted vilification
of the Committee’s name and
the manner in which it dis-
charges its functions. Third, his
actions have painted an igno-
minious picture of the revered
institution of Parliament by in-
dicating that its functionaries
have circumvented the process
thattheyareexpectedtofollow.”
He stated the “subject under

which the Meeting had been
summoned,amongstothers,had
beenunanimously approvedby
the Committee members and
otherbranchesof theSecretariat
suchasyourofficeandthatofthe
SecretaryGeneral…”
“I would urge you to issue

necessary directions to initiate
proceedings against him for

committingabreachofprivilege
onmultiple accounts and con-
temptof theHouse,”headded.
Dubey, on the other hand,

statedinhisnotice,“Tharoorhas
surpassed all limits of decency,
ethics and basic tenets of
Parliamentary procedure and
practice vis-a-vis smooth func-
tioning of Parliamentary
Committee byway of commit-
tingagrave ‘BreachofPrivilege’,
notonly inthecapacityof anin-
dividualhonourableMemberof
Parliament, Lok Sabha but also
remaining in the exalted posi-
tionofChairpersonofoneof the
mostimportantDepartmentally
Related Standing Committees,
viz., InformationTechnology.”
Dubey saidTharoorhadnot

discussed themove towrite to
Facebookwithmembersof the
committee.
Alleging that Tharoor has

committed a serious breach of
privilege to use the committee
platform “not only to serve
his political agenda but also to
tarnish BJP and sensationalise
a small incident by misusing
his official powers”, the BJP
MP urged Birla to initiate a
privilegemotion.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

FIVE FORMERManipur MLAs
who recently resigned fromthe
CongressandthestateAssembly
joinedtheBJPonWednesday in
thepresenceofChiefMinisterN
BirenSingh,partygeneralsecre-
tary Ram Madhav and Vice
PresidentBaijayantPanda.
Welcoming them into the

party, Madhav said there is no
threattotheBirenSinghgovern-
ment inManipurnow.
“Itwillnotonlycomplete its

tenure but will be reelected,"
he said.
Henry Okram, nephew of

formerchiefministerandsenior
Congress leader Ibobi Singh,
PanonamBroken,OinamLukhoi
Singh, Ngamthang Haokip and
GinsuanhauZouwere inducted
into theBJPbyPanda.
Panda said the state govern-

menthasthesupportof34MLAs
intheAssembly,whichhasanef-
fectivestrengthof47asthereare
13vacancies.
The BJP-led government

had won a trust vote on
Monday by 28-16.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST19

KERALACHIEFMinisterPinarayi
Vijayan onWednesday asked
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
to reconsider the Centre’s deci-
sion to lease out
Thiruvananthapuram interna-
tionalairporttotheAdaniGroup.
In a letter to the PM, Vijayan

saidthatinviewoftheunilateral
decisiontakenbytheUniongov-
ernment without giving cre-
dencetotheargumentraisedby
thestate,“itwouldbedifficultfor
us to offer co-operation for the
implementationof thedecision,
which is against the wishes of
thepeopleof thestate”.
The state government has

been of the view that the air-
port’s operations should be en-
trustedtoaspecialpurposevehi-
cle (SPV), in which the state
government should be amajor
stakeholder. He said the state
had transferred 23.57 acre land
to theAirportAuthorityof India
freeofcost,subjecttothecondi-
tion that the land’s valuewould
reflectedasstatesharecapital in
theproposedSPV.

RELATEDREPORT: P17

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

THE GOVERNMENT on
Wednesday hiked the Fair and
RemunerativePrice(FRP)ofsug-
arcane to Rs 285 per quintal for
thesugar season2020-21.
The decisionwas taken at a

meeting of the Cabinet
CommitteeonEconomicAffairs
chaired by Prime Minister
NarendraModi.
The FRP for 2020-21 sugar

season (October-September),
whichwill be payable by sugar
mills tosugarcane farmers, isRs
10 higher than the current rate
of Rs275perquintal.
Announcing the decision,

UnionMinister of Information
and Broadcasting Prakash
Javadekarsaid,“Thedecisionwill
benefit1crore farmers.”
TheFRPhasbeenfixedonthe

recommendations of the
Commission for Agricultural
Costs and Prices (CACP), said a
statement.

Govt hikes cane
FRP by Rs 10
per quintal

Tharoor, Dubey give breach of
privilege notices against each other

CongressMPShashiTharoorandBJP’sNishikantDubey

Cabinet nod for new
agency to conduct
tests for govt jobs

PrimeMinisterNarendraModichairs theCabinetmeeting
viavideoconferencing, inNewDelhionWednesday.PTI

Manipur: Five
former Cong
MLAs join BJP

Difficult for us
to cooperate:
Pinarayi on
Centre’s move to
lease out airport

New Delhi
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BIHAR CHIEF Minister Nitish
KumarWednesday said that he
always believed theBihar Police
lodging an FIR in the Sushant
Singh Rajput case and the state
governmentrecommendingaCBI
probewas for the sakeof justice
even though somepeoplewere
tryingtogiveita“politicalcolour”.
On the Supreme Court up-

holding theBihar government's
decision to recommend a CBI
probe,Nitishsaid, “TheSupreme
Courthasbackedourdecision to
lodge the case and recommend
CBI probe... Now that the apex
courthasgivenago-aheadtoCBI
probe,wehopethecase is inves-
tigatedfastandfamilyofSushant
SinghRajputgetsjustice.”
He said he recommended a

CBI probe after Rajput’s family
askedforit.
Bihar Deputy CM and BJP

leader Sushil KumarModi said,
“Ourstandstandsvindicatednow.”
However, Leader of

OppositionTejashwiPrasadYadav
saidtheRJDwasthefirsttoseeka
CBI probe. “We also tookup the
matterintheAssemblyandmade
the Bihar government recom-
mendthemattertoCBI.Wenow
hopeRajput’sfamilygetsjustice.”
Meanwhile, Rajput's family

lawyersaidtheSupremeCourtor-
der has given impetus to their
"questforjustice".
Describingtheverdictasavic-

tory forRajput's family and fans,
senior advocateVikas Singh told
themedia, “The SupremeCourt
hasacceptedallpoints.Thecourt

alsoclearlysaidthattheFIRregis-
teredatPatnawascorrect.”
Minutes later he tweeted:

“Wellbegunishalfdone.Hasbeen
agruellingtimelisteningtoexperts
that Patnahadno jurisdiction to
register theFIR.Ourquest for jus-
ticegetsimpetuswiththeauthor-
itativedecisionbySupremeCourt.”

--WITHPTIINPUTS

MOHAMEDTHAVER&
SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI, AUGUST19

MAHARASHTRA HOME
Minister Anil Deshmukh on
Wednesday said the Mumbai
Policewouldcooperatewiththe
CBIafter theSupremeCourtap-
proved its probe into the death
of actorSushantSinghRajput.
“The Supreme Court order

says that the investigation car-
ried out by theMumbai Police
wasdoneinaprofessionalman-
ner.Wewelcome the judgment
andwill extend support to the
CBI,”hesaid.
Aboutthetopcourt’sverdict,

Deshmukhsaiditshouldleadto
discussionamongconstitutional
experts over the federal struc-
tureof the IndianUnion.
“TheConstitutiondraftedby

Dr B R Ambedkar speaks about
theconceptof the federal struc-
ture.Mybelief is Constitutional
experts and thinkers need to
readdress this in the near fu-
ture,”Deshmukhsaid.
Citing a paragraph in the

Supreme Court order,
Deshmukhalsodidnot rule out
a parallel probe by theMumbai
Police into thecase.
The Supreme Court, how-

ever,hadalsostatedthat incase
theMumbai Police registers an

FIR,thesamewillbetransferred
to theCBIaswell.
Deshmukh said that the

Oppositionhadpoliticisedtheis-
sue and said the investigation
shouldbeguidedby facts.
Senior officers of the

Mumbai Police told The Indian
Express that the inquiry being
carriedoutbytheBandrapolice
intothesuicideofRajputislikely
to continue. But a senior officer
said they would also consult
lawyersandseniorgovernment
officials to confirm their inter-
pretationof therelevantportion
of thecourtorder.
Meanwhile on the issue of

being castigated by the SC for
quarantine enforced on Bihar
Police officials inMumbai, the
MumbaiPolicepassed thebuck
totheBMC.“Theonlythingthat
thecourtorderholdsagainstthe
Mumbai Police was that the
BiharIPSofficerwhocametothe
citytoinvestigatethematterwas
askedtogointoquarantine.This
was, however, a decision taken
by theBMC following theCovid
guidelinesandhadnothingtodo
with theMumbaiPolice,” anof-
ficer said.
After the verdict, advocate

SatishManeshinderepresenting
Rhea Chakraborty said that the
“truth will remain the same
whichever agency investigates
thecase”.

Mumbai Police will
cooperate with CBI:
Maharashtra minister

Forest guard
held over
murder of staff
in Porbandar

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
RAJKOT,AUGUST19

THE Porbandar district police
has detained forest guard
LakhmanOdedraforthemurder
offellowguardHetalSolanki,her
husbandandacasuallabourerof
theforestdepartment,whohad
been found dead inside the
Barda Wildlife Sanctuary on
Monday.
Inhiscomplaint,Solanki'sfa-

ther Vashram Rathod had
named Odedra, 32, saying he
waswith the three at the time
theywentmissing. Odedra re-
portedlyknewSolanki frombe-
forehermarriage.
SuperintendentofPoliceRavi

Mohan Saini claimed Odedra
had ledSolanki,whowas seven
months pregnant, her husband
KirtiandNagajanAgathintothe
sanctuaryonSaturdaysayinghe
knew the location of an illegal
liquorbreweryoperatinginside.
Thepolice saidOdedrahad first
killed Kirti, then Agath and fi-
nally Solanki. They have de-
tainedhimpendinghisCovid-19
test,andwillarresthimif there-
sult isnegative.
Sainiclaimedthataround20

days ago, Solanki and Odedra's
wife Manju had an argument,
and Solanki had abused her,
whichhadleftOdedraangry.The
police saidOdedramadeup the
claim regarding the brewery
thtoenticeSolankiandherhus-
band,wholivedwithherintheir
allotted forest quarters, inside
thesanctuary.
Solanki's father had told the

police that around 1.30 pm on
Saturday, she had talked to her
mother and informed her that
theywereon theirway to raida
breweryalongwithOdedra.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

ADVOCATE PRASHANT
Bhushan, who has been con-
victed of criminal contempt by
the Supreme Court over two of
his tweets, Wednesday urged
thecourttodeferthehearingon
thequantumof punishment till
his review petition against the
convictionis“filedanddecided”.
A bench of Justices Arun

Mishra, B R Gavai and Krishna
Murari is scheduled to hear ar-
guments on the quantum of
punishmentonThursday.
In his application, Bhushan

saidhe “intends” to file a review
petition“afterstudyingtheorder,
indetail,andseekingappropriate
legal counsel as the ramification
of the said order is of grave con-
stitutionalsignificance,inpartic-
ular on the right to free speech”.
He said he “would file the same
withinthelimitationperiodof30
days fromdate of the judgment,
as he is entitled to under...the
SupremeCourtRules,2013”.
Bhushan said the deferment

“wouldbeintheinterestsof jus-
tice in view of the underlying
publicpolicywithrespecttosafe-
guarding liberty of a citizen un-
derArticle21tillsuchtimeashis
first appeal (in this case the re-
viewapplication)isconsidered”.
He also said if the court pro-

ceedswith the hearing and im-
posesanysentence,thesamemay
bedirectedtobestayedtillheex-
hauststhelegalremedyofreview.
HoldinghimguiltyonAugust

14,thecourthadsaidthetweets
werebasedon“distorted facts”,
were a “malicious...attack” on
the“entireSupremeCourt”,and
had the effect of “destabilising
theveryfoundation”of judiciary.

ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,AUGUST19

LUCKNOWPOLICE havemoved
alocalcourtseekingcancellation
ofbailgrantedtofourpersonsin
acaserelated toviolenceduring
ananti-CAAprotestinLucknow’s
HazratganjareaonDecember19.
Congress leader and activist

Sadaf Jafar,RihaiManchfounder
Mohammad Shoaib, Lucknow-
basedactivistDeepakKabirand
one Shavez have been asked to
appear before the Additional
SessionscourtonThursday.
“Intheabove-mentionedcase,

aletterregardingyourbailcancel-
lationhasbeensubmittedbythe
districtgovernmentcounsel.You
areexpectedtoappearbeforethe
givendate (August 20, 2020) by
yourself or throughyour lawyer
and present your side,” read a
summons issuedby the court of
Additional Sessions Judge. The
summonswasdatedAugust13.
DCP (Central) SomenBarma

saidthesummonswasservedto
thefourbecausetheyhad“com-
mitted repeat offences and vio-
latedbail conditionsandhence,
thebailcancellationhasbeenre-
quested”.Hesaid the summons
could not be served earlier as
courtwereclose.
Kabir told The Indian Express

he received the summons on
Wednesday.“Innoway,Ihavevi-
olated any conditions for my
bail,”hesaid.JafarandShoaibar-
gued they had neither violated
anybailconditionsnor“hindered
the investigation inanyway”.
Jafar’slawyerJaideepMathur

said theywouldcontest thebail
cancellationongroundsthathis
clienthadnotbreachedbailcon-
ditionsandhadcooperatedwith
the investigation.
“There is no ground for can-

cellation of bail. She has not
committed any crime in the in-
tervening period since she got
bail,”saidMathur.Kabir’slawyer
IBSinghsaidhewouldalsopres-
entsimilarargumentsbeforethe
court.
InMarch, the Lucknow ad-

ministrationhadputuphoardings
withphotographsandaddresses
ofthosebookedincasesofalleged
vandalism and arson linked to
protestsagainsttheCAAinthecity
onDecember 19. The three ac-
tivistswereamongthe57people
whose photographs were put
acrossthecity.

DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,AUGUST19

FIVEDAYSafterwaterfromover-
flowing sewers entered the
basement of the Albert Hall
MuseuminJaipur,documentsof
the Rajasthan Archaeology
Departmentgoingback70years
are spread out over an entire
floor, with staff members using
largefansandturningthemover
several timesaday todry them.
The attempt to catalogue the
manyartefacts thatwere swept
off theirracksintotherainwater
in Friday's downpourmay take
longer.Uptoayear,asperthees-
timate of Museum
SuperintendentRakeshChholak.
Waterhadenteredthebase-

ment, holding 17,000 artefacts
dating back to the 19th century
and a 2,300-year-oldmummy,
one of themuseum'smost pre-
cious possessions, on Friday
morning due to a nearby road
gettingwaterlogged in the 130
mm rain that day. "Water en-
teredthebasementthroughthe
windows.Wefoundtheartefacts
floating in knee-deep water,"
ChholaktoldTheIndianExpress.
Whilemost of the artefacts

stored in the basementwere "C
category",or lowest intheorder

of significance, the
Superintendent added, "They
are important, including sam-
ples of textiles with Sanganer
and Bagru prints, laces, old
anatomical charts, weapons,
ivory, clay toys, furniture and
wooden objects. Some of these
arepermanentlydamaged."
Themummy,thatwasrushed

outbythestaffbeforewatercould
enteritscase,isthatof"Tutu",be-
lieved to be a girl belonging to a
priestfamilyinancientEgypt,and
is estimated to date back to at
least322BC.Ithadbeenfoundin

AkhmiminancientPanapolis,lo-
cated about 450 km south of
presentdayCairo.
The mummywas gifted to

theAlbertHallMuseumin1885
by theCairoMuseum. In2011, a
teamof experts fromEgypthad
treated it for restoration.
Staff member AjayMahato,

who said he was among those
whocarried themummyoutof
thewaters, said, "Whenwe re-
alised water had entered the
basement, five-six of us rushed
in and saw that the water was
about to reach the glass case in

which the mummywas kept.
Wedidn'thave thekeyswithus
and removed the glass to take
themummyout."
Themuseumhas around 50

staffmembers.Mostofthemare
working on the restoration cur-
rently, with themuseum shut
following the raindamage.
OnTuesday,Minister forArt,

Literature, Culture and
ArchaeologyBDKallainspected
themuseum and issued direc-
tions that necessarymeasures
betakentoensurethattherewas
no damage in the future due to
the rains.
This is the second time inci-

dentally that the museum,
whosefoundationhadbeenlaid
bythethenPrinceofWalesdur-
ing a visit in 1876, was flooded.
"Asimilar incident tookplace in
1981,whenJaipurreceivedsim-
ilar rainfall andseveralartefacts
weredamaged.Wearenowcon-
sidering construction of a wall
aroundthemuseumandsealing
thewindows," saidChholak.
TheBJPaccusedtheCongress

government of negligence.
"Torrentialrain&rampantdisre-
gardbythe@RajGovOfficialhave
washedawaythetreasuresofthe
past... Such apathy is unforgiv-
able," BJPMP from Rajsamand
DiyaKumari tweeted.

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA,AUGUST19

AMADHYAPradesh-boundpri-
vatebus,carrying34passengers
from Gurgaon, was seized in
Agra earlyWednesday by four
menclaimingtobefinancecom-
panyagents,police said.
The driver and two conduc-

torsof thebusweremadetode-
board, and one of the fourmen
drove off with the passengers.
Hours later, thepassengerswere
dropped at Jhansi, said a senior
police officer from Agra. By
evening,theyhadbeenferriedto
theirdestinationsviaotherbuses.
Acaseofkidnappinghasbeen

registered and teamshavebeen
formedtolookfortheaccused.No
onewasinjured,thepolicesaid.
Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanathtookcognizanceand
issued directions to ensure safe
returnof thepassengers.
BablooKumar,SSPAgra, said,

“Thedriverandconductorofapri-
vate bus service approachedus,
saying their bushadbeen seized
by finance companyagents. The
buswasduetoreachPannainMP
thismorning.Around4am, they
were overtakenby a car and the
buswashaltednearNewDakshin
crossingon thehighway inAgra.

Theaccusedsaid theywereseiz-
ingthebusbecausedueshadnot
beenpaid.”
According to Ravi Kumar, SP

RuralWest Agra, “The accused
seized the bus inAgra. The pas-
sengerswere later asked to shift
toanotherbusthatwasheadedto
Jhansi.Onepassengertoldusthey
did not suspect anything as the
routewasthesame,andthought
the change of buswas routine.
Latertheytookbusestotheirdes-
tinations from Jhansi. Theywere
alsogivenmoneyforthefare.”
According to the police, the

fouraccusedwere inaMahindra
XUVcar that tailed thebus since
Tuesdaynight. Thebushaltedas
the car overtook the bus near
Malpura area earlyWednesday.

The accused told thedriver that
they belong to aGwalior-based
privatefinanceagencyandhadto
seizethebusbecausedueshadnot
beenpaid. Someof the accused
tookthedriverandconductorsin
the carwhile oneaccuseddrove
thebus.Thebusstaff toldthepo-
lice that theywere later givenRs
200forfoodanddroppedoff.
The accused reportedly told

thestaff thatthebusownerwas
in debt and had recently died.
However, the company that fi-
nancedthevehiclesaidtheloan
hadbeenclosed twoyearsago.
"Wecheckedourrecordsand

found that theownerof Kalpana
Travelshaddied...Therewasaloan
against thevehicle taken in2016
fromourGwaliorbranchandset-
tled in 2018. At no point didwe
sendany‘agents’tothiscarryout,”
said SanjeshKumar, UP head of
ShriramTransportFinanceCoLtd.
According to Agra Police,

Kalpana Travels belonged to
Gwalior resident Ashok Arora,
who died recently of Covid-19.
Followinghisdeath,onePradeep
Gupta allegedly approachedhis
sonPawanAroraandthreatened
himoverpendingdues.
According to police, CCTV

footage showedGupta and the
otheraccusedtravellinginawhite
SUValongwiththeseizedbus.

Bhushan urges SC
to defer hearing on
sentence till review
plea is decided

PrashantBhushan

Jaipur rain: Restoration work will
go on for a year, says museum

Museumworkerschecka2,300-year-oldEgyptianmummy
fordamageat theAlbertHallMuseum.Rohit JainParas

Passengersdroppedoff at Jhansi, kidnappingcase filed

MP-bound bus seized in Agra
by ‘finance company agents’

NewDelhi: The Supreme Court
listedmorethan15,000casesfor
hearing since the lockdownbe-
gan onMarch 23, despite about
125membersof its registryand
their families being affected by
Covid-19, sources in the top
court saidonWednesday.

A total of 15,596 cases have
been listed since the lockdown,
they said, adding this included
10,754mainmatters, 3,419 con-
nectedmatters and1,523Regis-
trar Courtmatters. The SC has
beenhearingcasesonlyviavideo-
conferencingsinceMarch23.ENS
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■Accusedtookthebusto
EtawahfromAgra, sent
thepassengers to Jhansi

■Panna-bound
bus leftGurgaon

onTuesdayGurgaon

UTTAR
PRADESHEtawah

Jhansi
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THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesdaydismissedapleaby
aMumbai-based lawyer raising
objectiontotheappointmentof
Justice (retired) B S Chauhan to
head the commission inquiring
into the encounter killing of
gangsterVikasDubey.
“The enquiry heldwould be

in public domain and the peti-
tioner has alreadybeengranted
the liberty of participating
therein.Thereportoftheenquiry
is ordered tobe filed in thepeti-
tionswhichwerefiledbeforethis
Court.Therefore,therewouldbe
sufficient safeguard to theman-
ner inwhich the inquirywould
beheld,”abenchheadedbyChief
Justice of India S A Bobde said,
dismissing the petition by
AdvocateGhanshyamUpadhyay.
Thebenchsaid “we find that

the petitioner has been raising
unnecessaryapprehensionsand
repeated applications are being
filedwhich in fact is hampering
theprocessof inquiry”.
The petition relied on a re-

portinTheWiretoallegeconflict
of interest on the part of Justice
Chauhan and former UPDGP K
LGupta,whoisamemberof the
commission.Itwasclaimedthat
Justice Chauhan has kin in the
BJPand thatGuptahas relatives
in thepolicedepartment.
Thebenchsaid,“ThisCourtin

a series of decisions has repeat-
edlyheldthatthenewspaperitem
withoutanyfurtherproofisofno
evidentiary value. The saidprin-
ciple laid down has thereafter
beentakennote inseveralpublic
interestlitigationstorejecttheal-
legationscontainedinthepetition
supportedbynewspaperreport...”

Patna:Reacting strongly to
actor Rhea Chakraborty’s
remarksonNitishKumarin
heraffidavitfiledbeforethe
SupremeCourt, BiharDGP
Gupteshwar Pandey
Wednesday said, “Bihar ke
mukhyamantripecomment
karne ki aukaat Rhea
Chakraborty ki nahi hai
(RheaChakrabortydoesnot
have the stature to com-
mentontheBiharCM.”
Rhea had said that the

casewas being blown out
ofproportionasBiharelec-
tions were approaching
andanFIRwasfiledinBihar
becausetheCMhadgotten
involved inthematter.
With his remarks on

Rhea stirring up a contro-
versy, Pandey later said, “I
hadsurelysaidthatRheadid
not have such a stature to
commentontheBiharCM.
If anyone has reservations
aboutit, Iapologise.” ENS

Rhea doesn’t
have stature to
comment on
Bihar CM: DGP

SCUPHOLDSBIHARORDERFORCBIPROBE INTOSUSHANTDEATH

Always believed our decision
was for justice, says Nitish

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

ASCENIC village on the Tripura-
Mizoramborderhas found itself
at thecentreof a jurisdictiondis-
putebetweenthetwostates.
Phuldungsai,withapredom-

inantlyMizopopulationofabout
1,064people,ispartofaclusterof
10 villages on Jampui Hills.
Betlingchip, Tripura’s highest
peak,isinPhuldungsaiandisakey
touristdestination.
On August 17, Chandni

Chandran, Sub-divisionalmagis-
trate of Tripura’s Kanchanpur --
underwhichPhuldungsai falls --
wrote to DM (North Tripura),
stressing that there is an “urgent
need to demarcate the exact
boundarybetweenMizoramand
Tripura incorporating the entire
PhuldungsaiVCinTripura”.
TheSDMwrotethatascrutiny

of the electoral roll ofMizoram’s
Hacchek(ST)constituencyfound

that Phuldungsai village council
hasbeenshownunderMizoram’s
jurisdiction.
“130votersintheelectoralroll

of Zampui Phuldungsai are resi-
dentsofTripura.Theyarepresent
inelectoralrollsofTripura,inROR
ofPhuldungsaivillagecounciland
avail ration facility from
Phuldungsai ration shop under
Kanchanpursub-division.
“Traditionally,PhuldungsaiVC

as awhole (despite eastern side
falling inMizoram)hasbeenac-
ceptedasapartofTripura.Hence,
theinclusionofthevillagecouncil
anditsresidentsinMizoramelec-
toral rolls seems to beproblem-
atic,”Chandranwrote.
The Indian Expresshas learnt

that thehighest levels of Tripura
administration are looking into
thematter.
Theattemptstodemarcatethe

boundary between Tripura and
Mizoram,whichwerelockedina
disputeover resettlementof Bru
refugees for decades, have failed

inthepast,officialssaid.
InJanuary,theCentresigneda

quadripartite agreement to re-
solve theBrudisplacementcrisis
in Tripura, and announced that
over33,000migrantslivinginsix
reliefcampssince1997wouldbe
settledinthestate.Therehasbeen

littleprogresssofar.
“The familieswere identified

basedon ration cards. However,
Bru forums are claiming ration
card recordswere of 1997 and
familieshavesplitandexpanded
since then. They are seeking a
freshsurvey,”aseniorofficialsaid.

Significantly,Bruforumshave
beendemandingthattheybere-
settledatPhuldungsaiandnearby
areas.Adozenforumsrepresent-
ingBrusrecentlywrotetoTripura
Chief SecretaryManoj Kumar,
identifying themselves as “non-
Mizos” and demanding urgent
boundarydemarcation.
“We, thenon-mizo commu-

nitiesunderJampuiHillRDblock
are in full consent to resettle the
MizoramBru displaced people
permanently at Bettlingchip,
Phuldungsai asper earlier verifi-
cation to protect the traditional
boundaryofTripura,”theywrote.
Whilethefreshrowmayhave

beentriggeredbytheelectorallist
prepared byMizoram, records
show local officials flagged the
matterwith theTripura govern-
mentinthepastaswell.
In2010,ADewanjee,thenBDO

of JampuiHillsblock, had ina re-
portsaidastretchofland“measur-
ing 2.5 kms starting from the
Bettlingchhippeakup to theap-

proachroadofBSFcamphasbeen
claimedbysomepeopletobeun-
derthepossessionofMizoram…”
Dewanjee added thatwhen

residents approached theMizo-
ramgovernment,itshowedthem
a“surveymapof1933ADwhere
thesaidportionoflandwasreco-
rdedunderthestateofMizoram”.
NorthTripuradistrictadmin-

istration officials, however, said
Phuldungsai has been listed as a
Sabulal autonomous district
councilvillageinrevenuerecords
of thestatefordecades.
“Mizoram claims that the

eastern sideof the villageon the
othersideofaPWDroadfallsun-
der its jurisdiction. But facts say
otherwise. Tripura runs health
centres,schoolsinthearea,”asen-
iorofficialsaid.
Mizoram’sHacchek(ST)con-

stituency, under which
Phuldungsaihasbeenlisted, is in
Mamit district.Whencontacted,
Mamit DMDr Lalrozama said,
“While I am not immediately

aware of any communication
fromTripuraonthisissue,Ibelieve
theelectoral rollshavebeenpre-
pared in connectionwith village
councilpollsinMizoram.Asfaras
Phuldungsai is concerned, one
part of the village comes under
Tripuraandanother inMizoram.
A road that goes through thevil-
lageconnectsthetwostates.”
Incidentally, Mizoram CM

ZoramthangahadinMarchwrit-
ten toUnionMinisterAmit Shah
andTripuraCMBiplabDeb, say-
ing resettling displaced Brus in
JampuiHillsdominatedbyMizos
woulddefeat thepurpose of the
quadripartiteagreement.
Meanwhile, Tripura royal

scion PradyotManikyaDebbar-
man,whoischairmanofIndigen-
ousProgressiveRegionalAlliance,
toldTheIndianExpressthathehad
raised thematterwith CMDeb.
“The CMmust protect Tripura’s
territorial integrity. At least, the
Chief Secretary should raise this
withhisMizoramcounterpart.”

Phuldungsai isonthe JampuiHills, thehighesthill range in
thestateborderingMizoram. Express

Village on Tripura-Mizoram border at centre of jurisdiction row

SC listed 15,596 cases for
hearing since lockdown began

Dubey encounter
probe: SC junks
plea against
commission chair

CAA protests:
UP cops move
court against bail
to 4, including
3 activists
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THE GUJARAT Anti-Terrorist
Squad(ATS)claimedtohavefoiled
a bid to assassinate senior BJP
leader and former minister
GordhanZadafia,with thearrest
of an alleged sharphooter of the
Chhota Shakeel gang in
Ahmedabad earlyWednesday
morning.
They said Irfan alias Kalia

Shaikh, 24, had arrived from
MumbaionTuesdayforcarrying
out the killing. The arrestwas a
joint operation by the ATS and
AhmedabadCrimeBranch,which
claimedtheywerelookingforan
"accomplice"ofShaikh'swhohad
cometothecitywithhim.
TheATSsaidShaikhhadbeen

arrested fromHotelVinus in the
Old City around 2:30 am on
Wednesday, andwasarmedand

hadfiredoneroundwithhispis-
tolinabidtoevadeofficers.Hehas
been booked under the UAPA,
amongothercharges.
Zadafia,aBJPstatevice-presi-

dentandY-categoryprotectee, is
currently ona tour of Saurashtra
withnewlyappointedstateparty
president CRPaatil. He told The
IndianExpressoverphonethathe
hadbeentoldaboutthearrestand
allegedplot byMinister of State
forHomePradeepsinhJadeja.He
said he hadn’t been alerted re-
gardingthreatperceptionslately.
Deputy Commissioner of

Police, Crime Branch, Deepan
Bhadransaidtheyhadrecovered
photosoftheBJPstateheadquar-
ters fromShaikh'sphone. “Based
onaninput,a teamofpoliceoffi-
cialsincludingmyselfhadreached
thehotel lastnight toapprehend
the accused... An FIR has been
lodged at theATSPolice Station.
We are currently interrogating

Shaikhandapreliminaryinvesti-
gation of hismobile phone has
shownhehadpicturesofBJPlead-
ers andhad also done a recce of
theBJPoffice.Itisbelievedhewas
working for the Chhota Shakeel
gangmoduleandhadbeengiven
the contract to assassinate BJP

leaderZadafia,”saidBhadran.
Officersclosetotheinvestiga-

tion claimed to have found that
Shaikhwas in touchwith ahan-
dler of the Chhota Shakeel gang
onWhatsApp.AnATSofficersaid
Shaikhhad sharedvideos show-
ing the BJP office at Kamalam

(Gandhinagar) onTuesday3pm
with the said handler. "Wehave
also got hold of theWhatsApp
chats where they specifically
mentionedZadafiaasthetarget."
Sources said theywere also

probing if an "ISI module in
Pakistan"wasbehindthealleged
assassinationattempt.
Zadafia told The Indian

Expressthataround2012,hehad
informedtheHomeDepartment
about three-four unidentified
people following himwhen he
was travelling inNavsari. “They
hadenquiredaboutmeataplace
whereIhadjusttakenlunch.And
then when I was at the Tithal
beachwithmywife and others,
they followedme.Gettingsuspi-
cious, I had askedmy comman-
dos to check themout, and they
had run away. I had not com-
plained inwriting, but informed
the Home Department. Since
then,Ihavenotexperiencedany-

thinglikethat,”hesaid.
Theministerofstateforhome

under the Narendra Modi-led
state government during the
Gujarat riots, Zadafia hadbeena
Z-category security holder till
2013,afterwhichhissecuritywas
scaleddown.Hehaddeposedin-
camera before theGTNanavati
andAHMehtaCommissionsthat
had probed the Godhra train
burningandtheriots. In2007,he
had left the BJP to float his own
party, but returned before the
2014LokSabhaelections.
Zadafiasaidhehadfull confi-

dence in theHomeDepartment
to carry out a probe in
Wednesday'sarrest.
Apart fromtheUAPA, thepo-

licehaveinvokedattempttomur-
der and charges under the arms
Act against Shaikh. Officers said
thatfollowinghisCovidresults,he
wouldbeproducedbeforeamag-
istrateandhisremandsought.

Covid count in
armed forces:
25 deaths, over
12,000 cases
KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

THEARMEDforceshaverecorded
12,640Covid-19cases among its
servingpersonnelsofar,ofwhich
4,744 were still in hospital till
Tuesday.
According to data available

till August 17, there were 25
deaths (less than 0.2 per cent),
while the restwere discharged.
While thetotalnumberof cases
in India is over 27.67 lakh, the
casefatalityratiois1.91percent.
The case fatality ratio was

higher among retired Armed
Forces personnel – 1,233 total
cases, 131 deaths (over 10 per
cent).While 308 are in hospital,
theresthavebeendischarged.
Among the dependents of

servingpersonnel,atotalof1,870
caseswerereported,ofwhich68
died (3.63per cent), and522are
inhospital.Theresthavebeendis-
charged.
A total of 842dependents of

ex-servicemenhavetestedpos-
itivesofar,ofwhich65died(7.71
percent),191areinhospital,and
the resthavebeendischarged.
While the break-up of the

numberofcasesforeachservice
is not available, the Armed
Forceshadconductedabout1.74
lakh tests tillAugust17.
TheArmyconducted1,40,202

tests, ofwhich11,967wereposi-
tive; theArmed ForcesMedical
Collegedid20,203tests,ofwhich
4,787werepositive;theIndianAir
Force did 9,900 tests of which
1,428werepositive;andtheNavy
did 3,513 tests, of which 1,137
werepositive.
However,thetotalnumberof

tests include those on civilians
too, includingover3,000people
whowere quarantined in vari-
ousfacilitiessetupbytheforces.
Whiletheforceshavetriedto

restrict the caseload by enforc-
ing social distancing and other
measures, the movement of
troops, due to the standoffwith
China in eastern Ladakh, posed
additional challenges as there
was the threat of infecting sol-

diersonthe frontline.
An Army spokesperson said

“therearetwowaysof isolation”
to protect soldiers. “Because
thereisnophysicalisolationpos-
siblebetweensoldiers inanop-
erational environment, it is im-
portant to protect the full
module. You socially isolate the
module,”hesaid.
He said “a bodyof troops” is

treated as an individual, but
“when there is an entry neces-
sitated, thenyouhave to follow
the same system”. So, a 14-day
quarantine is mandatory for
anyone who has changed his/
her location.
The spokesperson said that

sincethe“generalfitnesslevel”of
Army personnel is “very high”,
therearefewercomorbidities.
IAF spokesperson Wing

CommanderIndranilNandisaid
home isolation or institutional
quarantineismandatorywhen-
everanyperson/familychanges
location,dependingontheplace
theycomefromandthemodeof
transport.
With the IAF alsomoving its

personnel inviewof thestandoff
withChina,Nandisaidthat“while
keeping these commonprecau-
tionsinmind,whenpeoplewent
fromPlaceAtoPlaceB,theywere
not allowed tomixwith others
whowerealreadythere”.Hesaid
interminglingofpeopleatbarsor
themesswasstopped.
“Butitwasensuredthatoper-

ational readinesswas not com-
promised,”Nandisaid.
Since May, the Navy has

broughtbackabout4,000Indians
fromothercountriesaspartofits
Operation Samudra Setu. Navy
spokespersonCommanderVivek
Madhwalsaidapartfromthereg-
ular protocol to be followed on
ships,submarinesandestablish-
ments, zoneswere demarcated
intheshipsinvolvedinOperation
Samudra Setu to prevent inter-
mingling of the crewwith the
evacuees. “The ships were
equippedwith relief, Covid pro-
tectionmaterialandmedicaland
administrativesupportstaff,”said
Madhwal.

AJAYJADHAV
PUNE,AUGUST19

AFTER A sero-survey in Pune
found that half the samples of
citizensfromfivehigh-incidence
areas had antibodies for coron-
avirus infection, the Indian
Institute of Science Education
andResearch(IISER)-ledsurvey
has begun a study to detect
“neutralising antibodies” toun-
derstand how the human body
responds to thevirus.
“The sero-surveywas com-

pleted fromfiveareashighlyaf-
fectedbyCovid-19. Itwasfound
that51.5percentofthe1,664cit-
izensfromwhomsampleswere
collected had developed anti-
bodies against SARS-CoV-2 in-
fection,butthisdoesnotindicate
immunity. Thus, the further
studytodetectneutralisinganti-
bodiesthatprotectfromtheviral
infection,” said Prof L S
Sashidharaof IISER.
Aurnab Ghose of IISER said

the study on detection of neu-
tralising antibodies is a slow
process andwould take at least
six weeks. “The study will be
done from the same samples
collected during the sero-sur-
vey,”hesaid.
Ghose said the sero-survey

has beendone inmany cities in

thecountryandallof themhave
been done by ICMR, except in
Mumbai and Pune. “We are not
awarewhetherasimilarstudyof
detection of neutralising anti-
bodies is being taken up in any
othercity,”hesaid.
Ghose said the sero-survey

has concluded that the infec-
tion is prevalent in all types of
communities. “There is infec-
tion in thehutment, tenement,
apartmentandbungalow.Also,
it is prevalent in all sizes of
houses and those with shared
or independent toilets. It is im-
portant to stress that the infec-
tion is widespread and in all
categories of accommoda-
tions,” he said.
Onthelowprevalenceofan-

tibodies in thoseabove66years
of age, he said there might be
various reasons and further
studywasrequiredonthis.Also,
there is no information on how
long the response of antibodies
lasts.
The sero-surveywas jointly

done by Pune Municipal
Corporation (PMC), Savitribai
Phule Pune University (SPPU),
IISER, Translational Health
ScienceandTechnologyInstitute
(THSTI) of Faridabad and
Christian Medical College of
Vellore with funding from
PersistentFoundation.

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,AUGUST19

THEREMAY be at least six lakh
people in Hyderabadwho have
been infected by coronavirus, a
largenumberof themasympto-
matic, a study said on
Wednesday.
A study by CSIR-Centre for

Cellular andMolecular Biology
(CCMB) and CSIR-Indian
InstituteofChemicalTechnology
has said individuals infected by
SARS-CoV-2shedvirusnotonly
through nasal and oral routes
butalso through faeces.
Scientists of both institutes

collected sewage samples from
18 of the 23 sewage treatment
plants(STPs)inHyderabadtoes-
timate the number of people
whomay have been infected.
“Basedonour study,wecansay
thatatleast2lakhpeoplearein-
fectedinHyderabadalone,’’said
CCMB Director Dr Rakesh
Mishra.
“The study covers about 80

per cent of the STPs in the city
butonlyabout40percentof the
Hyderabad sewage reaches
STPs,andif thisdatacanbeused
toextrapolate, theoverallnum-
ber of potentially infected peo-
ple turned out to be approxi-
mately 6 lakh that is around 6
per cent of the the city’s popu-
lation, which includes sympto-
matic, asymptomatic, and also
recently recovered individuals
in a time window of about 35
days,” he said.

The SARS-CoV-2 in sewage
samples is non-infectious, thus
making them suitable for epi-
demiological studies.
The findings are posted on

preprint serverMedRxiv,which
is yet to be peer reviewed, said
DrMishra.
AsofAugust16,75,600cases

have been reported in Greater
HyderabadMunicipal corpora-
tionareas.
Health Minister Etela

Rajender saidhehas askedoffi-
cials to go through the study. “I
have asked senior officials to
look into it. I cannot say if so
manypeople are infected in the
city as of now. We have in-
creasedtestingalready,’’hesaid.
“Ourfindingsclearlyindicate

thata largeproportionof theaf-
fected individuals are asympto-
maticanddidnotneedhospital-
isation,”DrMishrasaid.
“Suchstudiesifcarriedoutin

coordinationwithcivicbodiesto
identify the hotspots in the city
andmonitorthedynamicsofthe
infection rate canassist the sys-
tem in taking necessarymeas-
ures,”headded.
Ofthe1,800millionlitreswa-

teruseddailyinHyderabad,only
40percent isprocessedatSTPs.
For this study, sewage samples
frommajorSTPswereprocessed
for detecting the presence of
SARS-CoV-2viralRNA.Whilevi-
ralRNA isdetectable in the inlet
samples, the outlet samples of
STPwere largely free from viral
RNA, indicating efficient treat-
ment, thestudystated.

RAHULVPISHARODY
HYDERABAD,AUGUST19

IT SEEMED like a regular case of
cheatingwhen twopersons ear-
lier thismonth approached the
cyber crime wing of the
Hyderabadpolice,complainingof
losingRs97,000andRs1.64 lakh
respectively to awebsitedealing
with online gaming—which is
bannedinTelangana.
However, the investigation

into the complaints uneartheda
muchlargerconspiracy,involving
severaldifferentwebsitesdealing
with gambling, hundreds of
crores of rupees andat least one
Chinesenational.
OnAugust14,Hyderabadcity

police commissioner Anjani
Kumarannouncedatapresscon-

ferencethatthetotalvalueof the
inward transactionon twoHSBC
bank accounts connected to the
online gamblingwas nearly Rs
1,100 crore,withmost of thede-
posits taking place in 2020. The
two accountswere frozen, and
policehaverecoveredRs30crore.
Investigationshaveunearthed

at least 15 such bank accounts,
fromwhich another Rs 20 crore
was recovered as of August 19.
Officialsarecurrentlyverifyingthe
volumeof transactions.
According to Kumar, people

wereluredontogamingwebsites
via the Telegram app, and new
peoplecouldsignuponlythrough
references. Referring a certain
numberofplayersintothegroup
also earnedpeople commission.
The case in question required
players to place their bets on

coloursandtheircombinationsin
a game called Colour Prediction
Game,policesaid.
Investigators initially founda

handfulofwebsites,withdomain
names registered inChina, used
for this purpose. An official told
TheIndianExpressthattheyhave
stumbled upon over 500 such
websitesasofAugust17.
“Thesewebsitesmasquerade

as e-commercewebsites selling
shoes, clothes, etc. All of them
have a similar interface and are
operatedoutofChina,Taiwan,etc.
Thesewebsiteswillhavealinkin
onecornerwhichtakesonetothe
actual betting site.Whilebetting
continues to remain banned,
thesesiteswerenotbanned,”the
officialsaid.
Police have found that the

bankaccountsandpaymentgate-

wayswerelinkedtoseveralother
firms, all registered with the
Registrar of Companies since
2019. They claim to be dealing
with computer technology and
services.Policesuspectthatthose
involved in the online gambling
racket had registered a pool of
dummy companies, andmove
operations fromone to another
company, to evade the attention
of lawenforcementagencies.
Kumarsaidthedomainname

servers(DNS)ofthegamingweb-
sites are based out of China and
the data hosting services are
cloud-based in theUSandoper-
ated fromChina. “Thepayments
werebeingroutedthroughIndia-
based payment service
providers/gateways. In this case,
itwas PayTMandCash Free. It is
understoodfromtheinvestigation

sofarthatthecompaniesarecon-
trolled through a firm called
BeijingTPowerCompany.”
Four people have been ar-

rested in the case. Yah Hao, a
Chinese national, was appre-
hended fromIGIAirport inDelhi
whenhewasscheduledtoboard
aplanetoEurope.Threeothers—
DheerajSarkarofGurugram,and
Ankit Kapoor andNeeraj Tuli of
Delhi—havealsobeenarrested.
FromYah,police learnedthat

BeijingTPowerhasoperationsin
Pakistan, SaudiArabia,Malaysia,
Singapore, Vietnam, Indonesia,
amongother countries. “Hehad
been trying to leave the country
butcouldnotbecauseof thesus-
pension of international travel
owingtoCovid-19lockdown...,”a
seniorofficialsaid.
Policesaidthatanotherthree-

four Chinese nationalswere to
travel to India, but couldnot be-
causeof thelockdown.
Ahunt ison for theothers in-

volvedinthecase.Followingleads
tothedirectorsof thecompanies
connectedwiththebettingracket,
one turned out to be a grocery
storeowner.“Heclaimsnoknowl-
edgeof thecompanyheis linked
to as director or the gambling
racket.Hesayshejustsigneddoc-
uments which his neighbour
askedhimto,”anofficialsaid.
The grocer’s statement has

alsoopenedpossibilitiesofillegal
useofpeople'sidentitiesforregis-
teringcompanies.Thepolicehave
alsofiledforthecustodyofallac-
cused persons for further ques-
tioning.Policehavealsonotruled
out thepossibility thatYahcould
beaChinesespy.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST19

UNDER ATTACK from the
Opposition for collecting call
data records (CDR) of Covid-19
patients,theKeralagovernment
did a volte-face onWednesday,
saying that police requiredonly
thetowerlocationofpatientsfor
contact tracing.
WithKeralaseeingasurge in

Covid-19cases,thestategovern-
ment had earlier thismonth as-
signed policewith contact trac-
ing of virus cases and
management of those under
quarantineincontainmentzones.
Subsequently, onAugust 11, the
statepolicechiefhaddirectedthe
intelligencewing to collect CDR
ofallCovid-19patientsfrommo-
bileserviceproviders forcontact
tracing.Thepermissionofthepa-
tientswasnotsoughtbeforecol-
lectingtheirCDR.
Thedecisiontriggeredwide-

spread protest, but Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan had
justified thepoliceaction.
However,thegovernmenton

Wednesdaychangeditsstandin

the Kerala High Court, which
was hearing a petition by
Opposition leader Ramesh
Chennithalawhochallengedthe
government’sdirectiontocollect
theCDRofallCovid-19patients.
When the bench of Chief

Justice SManikumar asked the
governmentaboutthepurposeof
CDRforlocationtrackingofCovid-
19patients,AdditionalAdvocate-
GeneralKKRavindranathtoldthe
court that “police require only
tower details where calls are
madeandreceived,andnotmore
than that. Call recordsareerased
after14daysofquarantine”.
Thecourtdirectedthegovern-

menttofileanaffidavitonAugust
21.SenioradvocateTAsafali,who
appeared for the petitioner,
pointedoutthatcollectingCDRof
patients is “illegal, unfair, unjust,
arbitrary,fancifulandoppressive
and is in violation of the funda-
mentalrightsofprivacyofCovid-
19 patients” guaranteed under
Article21of theConstitution.
Thepetitioner saidCovid-19

patients are not in a position to
haveresortedtoanylegalreme-
diesof theirownforthe injuries
suffered by themon account of
the “illegal acts”of thepolice.

6 lakh may have got virus
in Hyderabad, finds study

Kerala govt changes tack
on CDR, says only needs
tower details of patients

Cheating complaint unearths online gambling scam worth crores

Swabtesting inMumbai’sChemburEastareaonWednesday.AmitChakravarty

Irfanwasarrestedfromahotel inAhmedabad. Express
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THE SHRI Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust, set up to
construct the Ram temple in
Ayodhya, onWednesday asked
people from the community to
donatecopperstripsand2-inch
copperrodsforthetemple'scon-
struction and said the temple is
beingbuiltinawaytolastatleast
a thousandyears.
TheTrust's general secretary,

ChampatRai, toldthemediathat
thetemplewouldbebuiltin36to
40months.
Statingthatdonatingthecop-

permaterialwould be evidence
ofthe“country'scontribution”to-
wardsthetemple’sconstruction,
Rai said, “Copper strips have the
abilitytostaysafeevenduringan
earthquake.We need (around)
10,000 such strips – at least 18
inches long, 3mm in depth, 30
mmwide.Wewill ask the com-
munity to send these strips;
names of their villages, temples,
or mohallas can be carved on
them.Thiswillbeevidenceofthe
country'scontribution.”
Hesaidthetemple'scolumns

willhave2-inchrods,andapprox-
imately10,000suchcopper rods
will be required. “Thiswill be a
very big contribution from the
country,”hesaid.
On the construction time-

frame, he said, “We cannot say
when the temple will be built.
Eventhen,atleast36months–3
years--(willberequired).These
36(months)canbecome40;but
36 (whether it can be) to 35, at
least I cannot say. If someone
says(anexacttime-frame),itwill
besaidthatheisbeinghastyand
doesn’tknowenough.ThePrime
Ministeralsoconsiders it (time)

tobethreeyears.Hedoesnotbe-
lieve it is less than that…that
muchpatiencewemusthave.”
Rai said, “To measure the

strength of the soil, they have
takenthehelpof IIT-Madrasand
are taking samples of up to 60
metres under the ground….
CBRI-Roorkee and a professor
from IIT-Madras have taken
measurements on its earth-
quake resistance…this test has
also taken place. There will be
plain concreting (PCC) at 1,200
placesbetweenthedepthsof30
and35metresunderthesoil.The
CBRIandthe IIT-Madrasprofes-
sorare studying it.”
TheTrust is also considering

making “viewing spots”, where
visitorscanlookatongoingcon-
struction, including objects
found fromdigging,hesaid.
On the controversy sur-

roundingthedateofbhoomipu-
jan–somehavesaidthatAugust
5 was inauspicious — Rai said,
“Wehaddecidedthatwhatever
day the PM comes is themost
auspiciousday....Workshouldbe
detailed, according to a plan. In
the world, India’s, and in India
theheadofHindusamaj should
beheldhigh.That is theonly in-
tention.”

AVANEESHMISHRA
AYODHYA,AUGUST19

TWODAYSafter thedistrict ad-
ministrationinAyodhyahanded
over the five-acre plot allotted
for themosque and started the
demarcationprocess, the Indo-
Islamic Cultural Foundation
TrustformedbytheSunniWaqf
Board for construction of the
mosque and developing other
public facilities in Dhannipur
village confirmed on
Wednesdaythatevenasaname
for the mosque is yet to be
agreedupon, itwasdecidedthat
the “mosque would not be
namedafter [Mughal emperor]
Babar or any other king, em-
peroror ruler.”
OnMonday,theAyodhyadis-

trict administration started the
demarcation of the land for the
proposedmosque.With the re-
cent developments, the Indo-
IslamicCulturalFoundationtrust
isopeningtwobankaccountsto
start collectingmoney for con-
structionpurposes.
Secretary and spokesperson

of the trust, Athar Husain, said
mutation of the landwas done
onAugust2and theywouldget
thephysicalpossessiononcethe
demarcationwas done from all
the sides.Headded that thede-
marcation process was under
way and it needs to be clarified
that the local administration is
demarkingtheirlandasthefive-
acre plot is part of a larger state
farmthat is around25acres.
Ontheproposednameofthe

mosque, he said so far nothing
wasdecided although there are
reports in sections of themedia
isthatthemosquemaybecalled
Dhannipurmosque,thatwashis
“personal suggestion.”

Trust urges people
to donate copper for
building Ram temple

NewDelhi:Thesecondandfi-
nalsetof100ventilatorssent
by the US government has
arrived in India, the US em-
bassyhassaid.
The US Agency for

International Development
had coordinated with the
Indian government and the
IndianRedCross tocomplete
theirseconddonation,around
twomonthsafter the first set
of 100 ventilators arrived in
the country andwasdistrib-
uted among all eight AIIMS.
That setwasworth $1.2mil-
lion,USAIDhadsaid.
In March, US President

Donald Trump invoked the
DefenseProductionActinor-
der to boost the production
of ventilators as part of ef-
forts to dealwith the coron-
avirusoutbreak.
On Wednesday, US

AmbassadorKenneth I Juster
inapressreleasesaid,“Weare
verypleasedtohandoverthe
finaltrancheof100ventilators
to India, fulfilling President
Trump’scommitment...”ENS

100VENTILATORS
SENTBYUSGOVT
ARRIVE IN INDIA

After sero-survey, study on
virus antibodies begins in Pune

Thetrust’sgeneral secretary
ChampatRai inNewDelhi
onWednesday. TashiTobgyal

Ayodhya mosque
won’t be named
after a ruler, says
Sunni Waqf
Board Trust

Guwahati: The Covid-19 toll in
Assam rose to 213 on
Wednesday after 10more peo-
ple died, while the state's case-
loadhas goneup to84,317with
2,116newinfections,Healthand
Family Welfare Minister
HimantaBiswaSarmasaid.
Of thefreshdeaths,twoeach

were reported from Kamrup
Metropolitan, Cachar and
Karimganj districts while one
each was registered in
Dibrugarh, Golaghat, Nagaon
andHailakandi, Sarmasaid.PTI

Assam’s Covid
count rises to
84,317; toll at 213

Police sayChhotaShakeel gangsent ‘sharpshooter’ fromMumbai toassassinate formerministerGordhanZadafia

Gujarat Police arrest 1, claimbid to kill BJP leader
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REPAIR AND MEND
Delhi’soutreachtoKathmandu,Dhakaiswelcome.Engagement
withneighboursneedstobeconstantandlarge-hearted

D
ELHIHASBEGUNalong-overdueoutreachtotwoimportantneighbours,
Nepal and Bangladesh,withwhom relations have been uneven in re-
centmonths.PrimeMinisterNarendraModiandhisNepalcounterpart
Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli spoke with each other in a prelude to
Monday'smeetingbetweenofficialsofbothsidestodiscusstheterrito-

rial spat over the Lipulekh-Limpiyadhura-Kalapani trijunction. Foreign SecretaryHarsh
Shringla’s two-dayvisit toDhakacameata timewhentheSheikhHasinagovernment is
intalkswithBeijingfora$1bnloanforaprojectontheriverTeesta.Indiahastendedtotake
forgrantedneighbourswithwhomithashadtraditionallygoodrelations,somuchsothat
evenseasonedforeignpolicyhandsintheMinistryofExternalAffairsappeartohavefailed
toanticipatethatNepal’sconcernsaboutIndia'snewmaplastyearwouldescalate,orthat
theCitizenship(Amendment)Act,2019,wouldprovokeproblemswithBangladesh.Down
theyears, thepoliticsof the stateson thebordershasplayedanoversized role in setting,
andskewing, India's foreignpolicytowardsneighbours.Of late, though, theideologyand
politicsof therulingpartyat theCentrehasbeenadominant force.
TherulingpartyattheCentrehassometimessoughttocastforeignpolicyintheregion

asanextensionofthedomesticideologicalproject,asforinstance,inthecaseoftheCAAin
AssamandWestBengal,neighboursofBangladeshoneitherside.OrinthewayNepalisper-
ceived,byvirtueofitsHindumajority,almostasafeudatorystate.Bangladesh,ontheother
hand,mustbewatchedwithsuspicionforwhoitmightbepushinginovertheborder.Inthe
strategiccommunity, too, therehasbeenan impatiencewiththeSouthAsianneighbours
fornotseeingit India’sway.Buttheneighbours,whichhavetheirownvibrantdemocratic
polities, havesizedup India's economicvulnerabilitiesandsecuritypre-occupations, and
areconfidently leveragingtheregionalbigpowerimbalancetoservetheirowninterests.
Repairingthesetiesrequirestherecognitionthateachnationisanequal,irrespectiveof

size,andhasitsownagency.Inversely,asthebiggestcountryintheregion,Indiamustshow
alarge-heartednessandgenerositythathasbeenmissingfortoolong,replacedbyablunt
transactionalism, inwhicheachcountryisonlyaprize inanIndiavsChinamatch.Theen-
gagementhas tobeconstantandcontinuous,notepisodicor inreactiontoaChinese loan
hereorwithaneyeonanelection inaparticular state. IndiaandNepalhavehadthemost
progressive relations inSouthAsia,withopenbordersanda free interminglingof people,
almostEuropeaninvisionandscope.IndiahelpedinthecreationofBangladesh.Delhicon-
tinuestohavestrongpoliticalanddiplomaticrelationswiththesecountries. Itmustmine
itsownstrengths,thedeeppeopletopeopleconnections,andthesharedhistoriesofthere-
gion, toresetties,not justwithKathmanduandDhakabutacrosstheregion.

JOB OF THE STATE
Insteadof reservingemploymentfor ‘children'of stateamid
economicdistress, stategovernmentsneedtobemorecreative

W
ITHTHECOVID-19pandemicaggravatingtheeconomiccrisis,an
already existing insular tendency on employmentmatters has
becomemore pronounced. On Tuesday,Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj SinghChouhanwent a step aheadof his prede-
cessor in announcing that all government jobswill be given to

the “children of the state”— last year, theKamalNath government haddirected indus-
triesinMPtoprovide70percentreservationtopeoplefromthestate.TheMPchiefmin-
isterseemstohavealsogonebytheplaybookmadefamiliarrecentlybyhiscounterparts
inHaryana andTelangana. In July, theHaryanagovernment approved aproposal for an
ordinancereserving75percentjobsintheprivatesectorforlocalpeople.And,onAugust
5,theTelanganacabinetapprovedapolicytoreserve60percentofskilledjobsand80per
centof unskilled jobs in “newindustries in thestate”.
Conversationsonreserving jobs for localpeoplepredate thepandemic, or thecurrent

economiccrisis—theShivSena’s“Marathimanoos”rhetoricisinfamous. Inthe1990s,the
Gujaratgovernmentdirectedindustriestoemploy80percentlocalpeople.Thestate,how-
ever,stoppedshortofenactingalegislationontheissue,anticipatinglegalproblems.A2008
Maharashtragovernmentpolicy—still inoperation—requires industries thatseeksubsi-
diestoemploy80percentlocalpeople.Someotherstateshaveusedcriteriasuchaslanguage
teststoaccordpreferencetolocalpeople.Butthedearthofjobsinseveralsectorsinthepast
twoyearsseemstohavemadethenativistsentimentmuchmorestridentandconspicuous.
Exigenciescreatedbytheeconomicdownturnandthepandemicare,nodoubt,com-

pelling.Butstate-levelprotectionismisproblematic.“Local”, forone, isacontentiouscat-
egory that could add to the country’smany fault lines. A long history of jurisprudence
dating back to the 1950smakes the salient distinction between domicile and place of
birth, between theplaceof educationandwork.Asignificantbodyofworkhasalsoun-
derlinedtheroleof labour fluidity in introducingskills, spurring innovationandenrich-
ing thecultural fabricof different regions.Moreover, reserving jobs for localpeoplemil-
itates against the citizen’s fundamental right tomove andwork freelywithin India and
the idea of the country as onemarket. State governments need to talk amongst them-
selvesandwitheachothertoaddresscurrentinsecurities,tokeepjobflowsgoing—pop-
ulist solutions toeconomicwoescouldendupdoingmoreharmthangood.

103 NOT OUT
Thedeterminationwithwhichseniorcitizensare fighting
Covid-19 isan inspirationtoyoungergenerations

I
NKERALA,FOLLOWINGthepreceptsof theancients,thenovelcoronavirusgives
duerespect toage.Amidst a surge in infections, thestatehas reportedastonish-
ing survival storiesof peoplewhoarevulnerabledue to their age. Therewas ju-
bilationwhen a couple aged 93 and 88 recovered and returned to their homes
fromtheKottayamMedicalCollege.ThenAsmaBeeviofKollam,aged105,toldthe

GrimReaperwherehegotoff.SheistheoldestCOVIDsurvivor inthestate,butnotfarbe-
hind is Purakkatt Veettil Pareed, aged 103, who has just been discharged from the
GovernmentMedicalCollegeHospital inKochi,emerginginasnappyblacksweatshirtof
thesort favouredbypeopleone-fifthhisage.
Thereweresomanyscarescenarioscurrent intheearlydaysof thepandemic,when

thespreadof thecontagionwasstillpoorlyunderstood.Amongthoseanxietieswas the
very real apprehension about its effect on the elderly,most ofwhomare compromised
byage-relateddisorders.But thecoronavirus isunpredictable,doesnotseemtorespect
logic. Ithasbroughtlowyoungpeoplewhilesparingmanyamongtheelderly,whowere
believed tobeatmaximumrisk.
Thedemographic dividend is attributed to the young, andvalues energyover expe-

rience. The survival of the elderly, including centenarians, remindsus that these attrib-
utesarenotabsolute.Indeed,theageingneedfarmoregritthantheyoungwhentheyface
a foewhosepowers remain largelyunknown.Andevery survival in theoldest cohort is
an exhortation, remindingus thatwemust not underestimate our resilience— thehu-
manfactorwhichmakesall thedifference.

An American Kamala

AshutoshVarshney

TheblackpartofHarris’s identity isboundtobe
bigger,but the Indianpartwillnotbesuppressed

“YOUHAVEBEENsucharegularcustomer,so
I hope youwon’tmindmyquestion. I know
whiteandIknowblack—whatareyou?”Thus
spokemydrycleaner inSouthBend, Indiana,
in2000.Asmall townbroughttonationalat-
tentionthisyearbyPeteButtigieg, thetown’s
formermayorwhorantheDemocraticpresi-
dentialprimarywithdistinction,losingfinally
to Joe Biden, South Bend also houses the
UniversityofNotreDame,agreateducational
treasure of America’s IrishCatholic commu-
nity. Itaughttherefortwoyears,1999-2001.
Thedrycleaner’scommentwasnotoffen-

siveorprejudiced—itsimplyembodiedcon-
ventionalwisdomandreflectedcuriosity.The
colour ofmy skindidnot alignwithherpre-
existing understanding of America’s great
racial binary.Historically, onecouldeitherbe
blackorwhite,butthespaceinthemiddlewas
virtuallynon-existent intheUS. It isthismid-
dlespace—neitherblack,norwhite—which
acquiressignificanceinlightofKamalaHarris’s
vice presidential nomination, although it
should also be clear that it cannot compete
with the historical charge of black identity,
whichHarrisalsosimultaneouslyrepresents.
In 1790, after independence, theUSwas

roughly80.7percentwhiteand19.3percent
black. In1960, theproportionswere88.6per
cent and10.5per cent respectively. After the
ImmigrationActsof1917and1924,whiteEu-
ropeanswerepracticallytheonlyimmigrants
into theUS (with some Latinos counted as
white).Between1880and1960,theAsianpro-
portion of America remainedbelow0.3 per
cent.Thatiswhy,oncetheindigenousAmeri-
canswerereducedtostatisticalinsignificance,
UShistoryfora longtimedidnothaveathird
race. TheHispanics, now18per cent of the
country,arrivedmostlyafterthemid-1960s.
Howmanyof theAsianswere Indian? In

“TheOtherOnePercent”,SanjoyChakravorty,
DeveshKapurandNirvikarSinghnotethatin
1940,therewereonly2,405IndiansintheUS,
andalthoughby1960,whenKamalaHarris’s
mothercamefromDelhitoBerkeley,thenum-
bershadclimbed,therewerestillonly12,296
IndiansintheUS.Itisafterthe1965immigra-
tionreform,whichabrogatednationalquotas,
that thenon-white immigrationroserapidly.
IndianAmericanstodaynumberabout4mil-

lion,aremarkableincreaseover1960,butthat
isstillonlyalittleover1percentof theUS.
Because their numberswere small and

theiremploymentheavilyskewedtowardsthe
educatedandskilledprofessions,Indianshave
been invisible in America’s mass politics.
Engineers,scientists,doctors,businessexecu-
tivesandprofessors,Indianshavebeenpresent
inthemiddleandupperechelonsofAmerica’s
biggest cities, but not in smaller towns like
SouthBend. The largest concentrationshave
beeninthemetropolitanregionsofNewYork,
Chicago, Washington, San Francisco, Los
Angeles, Dallas-Houston and Philadelphia.
AverageAmericans insmall townshave little
directexperienceofIndians.Almostcertainly,
the rise of KamalaHarriswillmake Indians
morevisible inAmerica’spublic life.Buthow
thatwillhappeniscomplicated,andneedsto
beunderstoodinitscomplexity.
ForAmerica’smasspolitics, Harris is pri-

marilyblackandonlysecondarilysomething
else.Atonelevel,thisisquiteaparadox.Harris
rarelytalksaboutherfather,ablackimmigrant
from Jamaica anda formerprofessor of eco-
nomics. Sheoften speaksof the strong influ-
enceofherIndianmother,whoraisedherasa
singlemomafter themarriage brokedown.
But it isnoteworthy that inaddition togiving
herdaughterasenseof India,themotheralso
emphasisedHarris’sblackroots,makingitclear
thattheUSwouldprimarilyviewKamalaasa
blackwoman. Suchmixed upbringingwas
easy in amulti-racial California, butmuch
tougher in apredominantlywhiteMontreal,
wherethemotheracceptedajob.Harrislived
inCanada for five years, completingherhigh
schooleducationthere.
Inamovewhosewisdomandsignificance

areunmistakable,Kamalawent forherBAto
HowardUniversity,ablackcollegeestablished
aftertheabolitionofslaveryinthe1860s.What
betterway to exploreherblack identity than
being in ahistoric black college, surrounded
byblackco-studentsinahugelyformativepe-
riodofone’slife!Inpartinheritedfromherfa-
ther,Kamala’sblackidentitywasthusalsoso-
ciallyconstructed.
IfonehasbothblackandIndianancestries,

asHarrisdoes,theformerwasalwaysgoingto
play a bigger role in American politics. The

black community is 12 times larger, it has a
longerandpoignanthistory,andaftertheBlack
LivesMattermovement, its political signifi-
cancehasgoneupsignificantly.
Equally important, research shows that

youngerAmericansaremuchmoreraciallytol-
erant than their parents were. As Barack
Obama put it, themulti-racial character of
protestsafterthekillingofGeorgeFloydinlate
Maywasqualitativelydifferentfromtheover-
whelminglyblackcivilrightsmovementofthe
1960s.PickingaHarristhussendsamessageto
the black community that its voice is being
heard,butmanynon-blackAmericanscanalso
readilyvote forsuchaticket.Herbackground
asalawyerandherprosecutorialacumenalso
attractmany.
That, however, does notmean that the

Indian ancestry of Harris is politically irrele-
vant.America’spresidentiselectedbyanelec-
toralcollege,notbythepopularvote.Thecol-
lege can make some small communities
electorallycriticalintheso-calledswingstates,
which often decide the presidency. In 2016,
compared toDonald Trump,Hillary Clinton
polled3millions votesmore, but shedidnot
winthecollege. Inthethreeswingstatesthat
accountedforTrump’svictory—Pennsylvania,
MichiganandWisconsin— Indianvotes can
be hugely important this November, as the
Democratic party has already conceded.
Clinton lost Pennsylvania by roughly 42,000
votes,Michiganby11,000, andWisconsinby
26,000. Pennsylvania has over 1,05,000
Indians, Michigan nearly 1,00,000, and
Wisconsinover25,000.Floridaisalsoexpected
tobe inplay.Trumpwonitbyabout1,19,000
votesandover1,30,000Indianslivethere.(The
numberof Indianvoterscouldbelower.)
Inshort, theblackpartofHarris’s identity

isboundtobebigger, but the Indianpartwill
not be suppressed. The logic of demography
andidentity,aninescapablepartof democratic
politics, showswhy theHarris candidacy is
generatingexcitement.Itisaimedatamultira-
cialAmerica. It isa21stcenturyAmericanre-
alityTrumpistryingtosuppress.

ThewriterisSolGoldmanProfessorof
InternationalStudiesandProfessorofPolitical

ScienceatBrownUniversity

Because their numbers were
small and their employment
heavily skewed towards the
educated and skilled
professions, Indians have
been invisible in America’s
mass politics. Engineers,
scientists, doctors, business
executives and professors,
Indians have been present in
the middle and upper
echelons of America’s biggest
cities, but not in smaller
towns like South Bend. The
largest concentrations have
been in the metropolitan
regions of New York,
Chicago, Washington, San
Francisco, Los Angeles,
Dallas-Houston and
Philadelphia.
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WORDLYWISE

Foreign policy is really domestic policy
with its hat on.
— HUBERT H HUMPHREYTHEEDITORIALPAGE

UP TENSE
CURFEWWASSTAMPEDonfivepolicecir-
cles in the city of Allahabad and the army
carried out a flagmarch following trouble
in Khuldabad. Another setback was re-
ceived in Aligarh where the police had to
open firing resulting in the death of one
person. The police resorted to firingwhen
snipers fired at a police party resulting in
injury to a constable. The Chief Secretary
ofUttarPradesh,RamBahadurSaxena, said
that, but for those two incidents the situa-
tion in the statewas fast returning to nor-
mal. The curfewwas relaxed in fewpolice
thanas in the town of Bareilly where one
person was killed in a stabbing incident

yesterday.Atotalof 1,100arrestshavebeen
made.

A CONSPIRACY?
THE INCIDENT AT Allahabad, which could
haveprovedanotherMoradabadbutforthe
timelyactiontakenbythe localauthorities,
seems to support Home Minister Giani
Zail’s apprehensions of an organised con-
spiracybehindtheseevents.Almostonthe
samepattern,apigwasusedtocreatetrou-
blebutwith a small difference that thean-
imal was slaughtered this time. According
to the reports reaching the Union Home
Ministry,whenthepeoplewerecomingout
of themosque after offering their prayers,

they found thedeadanimalhangingat the
gatesof theplaceofworship.Butwhenthe
people had got in, they did not encounter
the dead pig. The reports reaching the
Home Ministry say that the situation is
tense but under control at Moradabad,
Bareilly, Allahabad and a number of other
places in the state.

ISRAELI ATTACK
ISRAELI TROOPS AND aircraft attacked
Palestinianbases in southeastern Lebanon
late last night and early this morning, to
smash four artillery bases. The attackers
killed40Palestinians. Israelicasualtieswere
twodead and11wounded.
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VandanaKalra

THE ROOTED MODERNIST
Fortyyears later, theartofRamkinkarBaij remains importantandresonant

THERATHERGRAINYvideoofthedocumen-
tary Ramkinkar Baij: A Personality Study has
thepioneeringmodernistdressedinhistrade-
markChinesestrawhatandwhitebushshirt,
being followedby filmmaker RitwikGhatak
andhiscrew.Heseemsoblivioustotheirpres-
ence throughmost of the filming, sketching
profusely evenwhen in conversationwith
Ghatak. The artist tells himhowheuses his
larger oil paintings to prevent the damaged
roofofhishomefromleakingwhenitrains.
ShotinSantiniketaninJuly1975,thedoc-

umentary remained incomplete as Ghatak
passed away sixmonths later. Nonetheless,
itoffersaglimpseintothepersonaoftheenig-
maticandeccentricgeniuswho isnowcon-
sideredtobeoneofIndia'searliestmodernist
sculptors.Hismeanswerestillmeagrewhen
the PadmaBhushan awardee died 40 years
ago,onAugust2,1980,andit isperhapsonly
inthelasttwodecadesthathisachievements
and contribution to Indian art andmod-
ernismarebeingrecognised.
At a timewhen art in Indiawas largely

centredontheBritishaestheticandrealism,
Baij sought a language thatmerged social
commitmentandtraditionalismwithcubism
and abstraction. Though he exploredwest-
ernapproaches,hisartwasrootedinIndia—
in the red soil of Birbhumand the tribal in-
habitants of the region, the Santhals,whose
simplicityandresiliencehecelebratedintwo
ofhismosticonicsculptures—SanthalFamily
(1938)andMillCall(1956).Theformeriscon-
sideredtobethefirstpublicmodernistsculp-

ture in India, and the latter is reportedly the
lastworkmade by Baij using the technique
of throwingconcrete insidethearmature.
Born into a family of barbers inBankura,

Baij had grown up admiring the terracotta
sculpturesof theBishnupurtemplesandthe
idolmakers in the region. An active partici-
pant in theNon-Cooperationmovement of
1921,uponseeingBaij’sportraitsof national
leaders, Ramananda Chattopadhyay, editor
of the Kolkata-based magazine,Modern
Review, had suggested that he learn art at
Rabindranath Tagore's Visva Bharati. It was
herethatBaijtrulydiscoveredhimself.While
TagoreandNandalalBosewerehis teachers,
his peers included Ramendranath
Chakraborty and Binode BehariMukherjee.
Afterseeinghisfirstenvironmentalsculpture
in cement-concrete, Sujata, in 1935, Tagore
reportedly said that he be allowed to sculpt
ashewantedacross thecampus.
Thenon-conformistindeedbelievedinthe

existenceof limitlesspossibilities.Heexperi-
mentedwithmediumandsubjectsalike,from
evocative and spontaneouswatercolours, to
producingarguably India’s first abstractout-
doorsculpture,LampStand. Foroilpaintings,
hewould replace expensive canvaseswith
bedsheetsandgunnyclothsandthinnedlocal
packet colourswith linseedoil. If therewere
noironrodstocreateaframeforsculptures,he
wouldturntothehumblebamboosticks.
Theartistsharedadeeprelationshipwith

the communities aroundhim,whowerehis
protagonistsaswellasaudience.Hisstudents

recallhowwhentheirteacher“Kinkarda”pre-
sented plays ofWilliamShakespeare in the
KalaBhavancampus,thelocalSanthalvillagers
wouldbeseatedbeforeinraptattention.
Accustomedtoautonomywhilepursuing

his creative ambitions, rather, unfortunately,
hisunconventional sensibilitieswerenotap-
preciated and accepted by all. Indifferent to
fameandworldlycomfortsandineptinmoney
matters, he far exceeded the estimated time
and budgetwhileworking on the seminal
Yaksha-Yakshi statues guarding thedoors of
the RBI building in Delhi. The humongous
pieces of Shivalik sandstone used tomake
themwere famously transported in special
wagonsfromKangravalley'sBaijnathtoDelhi.
As recently as 2017, his Gandhi statue in

Assamwas inmidstof acontroversywhena
politicianstatedthat it shouldbereplacedas
it presented a “distorted image” of Gandhi.
Theimmediatebacklashwassimilartoonein
1979,whenaministerintheWestBengalgov-
ernment suggested that Baij’s Tagore bust at
Balatonfüred inHungaryshouldbereplaced
since it didn’t “look like” theNobel Laureate.
Responding to him, a rather nonchalant Baij
reportedly stated: “Let them smash it, who
cares?Ididn’taskthemtoinstall it.”
ItwasTagore’swordsthathehadaccepted

ashis command. “Whenyouobserve some-
thing,grabitlikeatigerbythenapeoftheneck.
Andthen,neverlookback.Thosewerehislast
wordstome,”theartistsharedwithGhatak.

vandana.kalra@expressindia.com

The non-conformist indeed
believed in the existence of
limitless possibilities. He
experimented with medium
and subjects alike, from
evocative and spontaneous
watercolours, to producing
arguably India’s first abstract
outdoor sculpture, Lamp
Stand. For oil paintings, he
would replace expensive
canvases with bedsheets and
gunny cloths and thinned
local packet colours with
linseed oil.
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In a situation where desperate people will flock to volunteer for the trial
given the hefty compensation, trial administrators must ensure participants
express genuine consent and are aware of the benefits and risks of
vaccination. — DAWNTHE IDEASPAGE
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The right to possession may
not be easy for women who
are married and do not
reside in their ancestral
homes. Property
transactions may be more
convenient for urban
settings. However, it may not
be that easy in the rural
context, where most of the
property is in the form of
agricultural land. Most
women who may want to
claim their share may end up
spending the rest of their
lives in litigation to get their
names on the relevant
documents. With patriarchy
entrenched, it is doubtful if
male heirs will share
property-related documents,
information or initiate legal
processes in the interest of
the women family members.

Her right to property Lessons from
Wangdung

INANARTICLE25yearsago,aftertheresolu-
tiononAugust 20of theWangdung intru-
sion along Sumdorong Chu, I had asked:
‘Whyarewequittingourterritory?’
Thequestioncanbeaskedagain.Astudy

ofWangdung near the infamous Thagla
Ridge—20kmsouthofMcMahonLineand
beyondthelimitofIndianpatrolling—isin-
structiveafterthePLAincursionsineastern
Ladakh. If onlycivilianandmilitaryofficers
had examined the earlier intrusion— the
rapid reaction of localmilitary command-
ers, swift concentrationof forces, offensive
spirit indominatingWangdunganda firm
negotiating strategy — we could have
avoidedthepresent faitaccompli.
OnJune16,1986,thePLApre-emptively

occupiedWangdung, a seasonal post that
used to be held by the Subsidiary
IntelligenceBureau.12Assamand9Guards
occupied the Lungrola and Hathungla
RidgesbyearlyJulyandbyOctober,withfor-
ward elements of 12 Assam establishing
posts along four spurs surrounding
Wangdung—two forward checkposts 150
yards from those of the PLAwere created.
12Assamwasreplacedby3/5Gorkhas.Had
local commanders not beenproactive, the
PLAwould have sneaked up to Lungrola-
Hathungla Ridges, as it did recently in
Galwan, Pangong Tso and Depsang. By
September1,ExerciseFalconwaslaunched
to deploy and air-maintain twomountain
divisions in a more strategic version of
India’s1960forwardpolicy,likethethreedi-
visions postednow. Tawangwhichhadno
troops in 1962,washeldwith five infantry
brigadesatthepeakoftheface-off.Indiawas
abletoexercise,forthefirsttime,controlup
to its perception of the McMahon Line.
Exercise Falconwas followed in 1987with
Exercise Chequerboardwhen the entire
northern frontwaswar-gamed in each of
thethreenorthern,centralandeasternarmy
commandsfacingChina.
Chinaasked foramutualwithdrawal in

late1986buttheIndianArmyrejecteditasit
neededtimetoexecutea forwardpolicy. In
1993,Indiaproposedawithdrawaltoridge-
linesseparatingSumdorongChu—thePLA
toZanglaRidgeandIndiantroopstoLungrola
Ridge—but theChinese feared thiswould
legitimiseMcMahonLine.TheIndianArmy’s
aggressivedeploymentwasagainst thead-
viceof theChinaStudyGroupandMinistry
ofExternalAffairsasPLAencroachmentwas
beyondtheIndianlimitofpatrolling,akinto
thepresentlocationsofpatrollingpoints.
From the pro-active forward position-

ing of Indian forces, a slewof political and
military benefits accrued: Completion of
forwarddeploymentuptoMcMahonLine;
moral ascendency over the PLA; PMRajiv
Gandhi’svisittoBeijingin1988andforma-
tionofaJointWorkingGroup;PMLiPeng’s
visit to India in 1991; the Peace and
Tranquillity agreement in 1993 andArmy
Chief Bipin Joshi’s visit to China in 1995.
China recognised Indiaasa strongandris-
ingpower,which investedupto4percent
of itsGDPindefence.
Talks on disengagement resulted in a

breakthroughnineyearslateronAugust19-
20, 1995, during the eighth JWG at New
Delhi. India’snegotiatingstrategywasfirm:
ThevacationofWangdungwas tobewith-
out prejudice to each other’s claim lines;
thosewhoadvancedfirst,withdrawfirst—a
PLAprinciplewhichwasappliedatDoklam;
forcestowithdrawtotheiroriginalpositions;
mutual andequal security andmutual un-
derstanding andmutual accommodation,
bothderivedfromthe1993borderprotocol.
Writing in thePioneeronSeptember3,

1995, former foreign secretary, A P
Venkateswaran, called themutual with-
drawalahistoricstep.OnAugust29,former
foreign secretary, J N Dixit, also called it a
positive turn in The Indian Express. But
Deputy Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, BJP’s Jaswant Singh, asked the gov-
ernment:Why arewewithdrawing from
ourownterritory?Similarquestionsarebe-
ingaskedbyRahulGandhi today.
Clearly, the terrain and internal lines of

communication favoured India at
Wangdungwhilemultiple intrusions ex-
tending over 250-km in Ladakh recently
caughtmilitarycommandersoffguard.Due
totheCOVID-19pandemicandintelligence
andoperationalfailures, Indiawasstunned
by PLA intrusions and reacted tardily and
timidly.AtDepsang(2013),Chumar(2014)
andDoklam(2017), Indiawasable towork
out a completewithdrawal of the PLA. At
Doklamtoo, thoughIndiaenjoyedanover-
whelming terrain and logistics advantage,
it failed to stopPLA frombuilding fortifica-
tionsafterdisengagement.ThePLAreturned
a fewmonths later to continue building a
strategic road in the disputed territory but
India did nothing. After disengagingmini-
mally, thePLAhasdugdownonthe Indian
sideof theLACinLadakh.
India’snegotiatingstrategydidnotfactor

inthelessonsfromWangdungandDoklam.
Militarycommanders,nothigh-levelpolit-
ical engagement, set the parameters for
withdrawal.AcomplexChina-dictatedtem-
platehaspermittedthePLA’scosmeticdis-
engagement and unilaterally shifting the
LACwestwards, annexing Indian territory
while Indian soldiers are quarantined in
bufferzones.TheChineseareevenrefusing
todiscusstheirdeepestintrusionatDepsang
andtherestorationoftheApril19statusquo
anteisoffthetable.Indiafailedtofront-load
theprincipleofdisengagement/withdrawal
withoutprejudicetoeachother’sclaimlines
while insisting onde-induction to original
positions. Northern ArmyCommander Lt
General YK Joshi's statement on July 25—
weshallcontinuealleffortstorestorestatus
quo ante along LAC— confirmedDefence
MinisterRajnathSingh’spessimismonthe
outcomeof talks.
TheWangdungcounter-intrusionoffen-

sive actionwas a positive turning point in
India-Chinarelations—acaseof aggressive
bordermanagementby4Corps.Now,the14
CorpsisstumpedbythePLA'srefusaltofully
implement disengagement, potentially
transformingtheLACinLadakhintoanLOC
atimmensecostforIndia.OnAugust15,PM
NarendraModiwasbeingeconomicalwith
thetruthwhiledescribingthesituationalong
theLACafterorderingthetakingdownofthe
detailsabout thesamefromtheMoDweb-
site. The salvoof “befitting replies”will not
impress theChinese as our ambassador in
BeijingpleadswithChineseofficials for the
restorationof theApril19statusquoante.

Thewriter,aretiredMajorGeneral,waspart
oftheSumdorongChumonitoringteamasa

memberofDefencePlanningStaff

SupremeCourtorderoncoparcenaryrights isenormouslywelcome.Butoverhaulof social attitudes
andsimplificationof litigationprocesseswillbenecessary

DESCRIBING THE IDEA of natural rights as
“anarchical fallacies” and “rhetorical non-
sense”, English Utilitarian philosopher,
JeremyBentham,stronglyarguedinfavourof
positive/legal rights, both for their compre-
hensibility and tangibility. Rights for
Benthamwere fruits of the law and of the
lawalone.It isdifficulttochallengethescope
of natural rights in amodern liberal demo-
craticsetupwithoutinvokingblowbackfrom
thevotariesof political accountability, indi-
vidual liberties and thosewho seek to curb
statepower.However, it isimperativethatin
order to gain efficacy, natural rights are de-
pendentonprogressivelegislativeinterven-
tions and executive capabilities, and, most
significantly,onperiodicjudicialreviewsand
decrees. The expansive judicial interpreta-
tions of the Right to Life under Article 21 of
the Constitution clearly set this out in the
Indian context. Further, contestation be-
tweenmorality, legalities, customary prac-
tices,socialvaluesandnormsarecharacter-
isticfeaturesofallsocieties;anditmaynotbe
thateasytosettle thesedifferenceswithout
acorrespondingchangeinsocietalattitudes
and social norms. In this context, the
SupremeCourt’s recent judgment granting
coparcenaryrightstowomenrequiresanu-
ancedunderstanding.
Thejudgmentdeliveredbyathree-judge

benchoftheSupremeCourtispraiseworthy
simply for reiterating the idea thatwomen
arebornas equals, and that it is thepatriar-
chal mindset and embedded customary
practicesandtraditionsthataccordtheman
inferiorstatus. Inrealterms,thejudgmentis
progressive on two counts. First, for high-
lighting the patriarchal practices of the
MitakshraSchoolofHindulaw—theguiding
force of the Hindu Succession Act, 1956—
and second, for settling the confusion cre-
ated by two of its own antagonistic judg-
ments in Prakash vs Phulawati (2016) and
Danamma@ Suman Surpur vs Amar (2018)
cases. In the first case, it had ruled that the
amendments to the Hindu Succession Act
(2005) applied only towomenwhose par-
ents were alive on September 9, 2005, the
dateof thenotificationof theact. In thesec-
ondcase, it inferred thatcoparcenaryrights
were birthrights. The Supreme Court has
now set forth the idea that coparcenary
rights are birthrights free from limitations
imposed by the dates of any legal notifica-
tions.Asanaturalcorollary,property inher-
itance rights apply to allwomen retrospec-
tivelyfrom1956,theyearof thecodification
of the Mitakshara laws as the Hindu
SuccessionAct.
Whatmakesthisjudgmentepochalisthe

progressive change in the attitude of the
courts, which now appear to be upholding
principles of substantive justice forwomen
both in theory and practice. Indeed, the
higher judiciary in India has generally been
broad-minded in dismantling patriarchal
practices and institutions. In that sense, the

judicial sojourn that in away commenced
fromthejudgmentdeliveredinthecaseofC
B Muthamma (1979) or Nergesh Meerza
(1981) continues to be persistent in break-
ing stereotypes, be it Sabarimala (2018), or
grantingpermanentcommissiontowomen
officers in the IndianArmy.
While the delivery of the judgement is

one thing, its proper implementation quite
another. Admittedly, this judgment accepts
the natural equality of women, but several
issues still need tobeaddressed.
The issueof streedhan, asexplainedun-

der section 14 (1) of the Hindu Succession
Act 1956, is upturned in the light of this
judgment. For example, the said section
provides thatwomencanacquireproperty
asa fullowner, and it canbecarriedoveror
retainedpostmarriageas streedhan. There
arecaseswherethemovablepropertymay
havebeengiventoadaughterbyher father
as an intentionally undeclared and infor-
mal settlement between his descendants.
At the same time, it is quite true that stree
dhan over time gave way to the unethical
and illegalpracticesofdowry,but the issue
of stree dhanneeds tobeexplained further
in the light of this judgment. If women are
seen as double beneficiaries of these laws
(throughlineageandmarriage), canwean-
ticipatethattherulingmight impactdowry
transactionsthatcontinuedespitestringent
anti-dowry laws?
Moreover, the right to possessionmay

notbeeasyforwomenwhoaremarriedand
do not reside in their ancestral homes.
Propertytransactionsmaybemoreconven-
ient for urban settings.However, itmaynot
bethateasyintheruralcontext,wheremost
of theproperty is in the formof agricultural
land.Mostwomenwhomaywant to claim
their sharemayendupspending the rest of
their lives in litigation toget theirnameson
therelevantdocuments.Withpatriarchyen-
trenched,itisdoubtfulifmaleheirswillshare
property-relateddocuments, informationor
initiate legal processes in the interest of the

womenfamilymembers.
Many educated, professional, middle-

classwomenwho have otherwise rejected
patriarchal controls and demands, and
foughtagainstpracticessuchasdowry,have
been denied property rights by their own
families.Mosthavechosennottopursuethe
legalpathway,whichistedious, lengthy,and
expensive.Mostimportantly,thosewhoseek
property rights undergo harrowing emo-
tionalabusesfromtheirownfamiliesforask-
ingwhat is rightfully theirs.
Onoccasion,thelawandcourtsmayturn

outtobeprogressive.However,onnoocca-
sioncanweexpectthesocietytoreadilyac-
cede to progressive reforms. The challenge
for economicallydependentwomen in far-
flung rural areas who are denied literacy,
dignity and, sometimes, even a name and
identity, insecuringtheirrightsis immense.
InpartsofBiharwecomefrom,therearear-
eas where women are still addressed by
their village names ormore commonly as
someone’swife. Family histories have con-
veniently wiped out any references to
women,andwhattheir liveswerelike,what
becameof them,andhowtheymanagedto
surviveintheabsenceof support fromhus-
bandsandchildren.
So even aswewelcome the court deci-

sion, we remain sceptical about its imple-
mentationanditsactualbenefits towomen.
Patriarchal attitudes are changing:Women
areassertingtheirrights,bothinconjugaland
propertymatters.However, therearesignif-
icantcultural, religious,educationalbarriers
andcasteandclassinequalitiesthatrequirea
massive overhauling of social attitudes to
overcome.Besides,litigationprocessesneed
to be simplified andmade accessible, inex-
pensiveandtime-bound,forwomentoclaim
theircoparcenaryrights if denied.

Singh teachesPolitical ScienceatMiranda
House,UniversityofDelhi; Parashar is

AssociateProfessorat theSchoolofGlobal
Studies,GothenburgUniversity, Sweden

Hena Singh and
Swati Parashar

BLINKERED ATTITUDE

THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Newpolicy,
oldmindset’ (IE, August 19). Like the
othermuch-toutedpoliciesandschemes
of the NDA, the National Education
Policy2020hasinherentshortcomings.
Oneproblemisthatthepolicyisnotclear
onhowtohavequalifiedteacherstoen-
surequalityeducation,giventhegovern-
ments'neoliberaleconomicpolicies.This
isbecauseitwillbedifficulttoensurethe
implementation of themodel service
conditionsmentioned in the policy in
privateeducationalinstitutes.Infact,the
NDA’s blinkered attitude could be the
baneofqualityeducation.

TarsemSingh,Mahilpur

NAGA ACCORD WOES
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Peace is
precious’ (IE, August 19). Nagaland
Governor RNRavi’s unwarranted en-
croachment of authority has compli-
catedthelong-standingIndo-Nagaprob-
lem. The Centre needs to take the
people'sconcernsonboard,reiterateits
commitment to finalising theNaga ac-
cordandre-engagewiththeNSCN(I-M)
withoutgivingintoarbitrarydemands.

ShibSankarPaul,Nadia

AGE BAR

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Make it
same’(IE,August19).Increasingthemin-
imumageofmarriage forwomen is an
appreciablestep.Inmanyruralareas,girls
aremarriedoffassoonastheyturn18.At
this age, agirl is still anadolescent.Girls
experience a lot of physical, hormonal
andemotional changesduring this age.
Educationisalsoimportanttoletgirlsun-
derstandwhattheyexactlywantinlife.

AyushiSingh,Agra

LETTER TO THEEDITOR
AN EDUCATED person is one who con-
tributestothewell-beingofothersandisnot
drivenbyself-interest.Anyeducationpolicy,
therefore,must nurture human values that
makeanindividualacontributortothewel-
fareof society. In this context, let us analyse
the mindset behind the new National
EducationPolicy (NEP) recentlyannounced
by thegovernment.
First, the school syllabus for the current

academic year has been reduced by 30 per
cent because of COVID-19. The chapters
deletedfromthecurriculumforClass9to12
includefederalism,citizenship,nationalism,
secularism and democratic rights. These
chapters perhapswere themost important
part of the syllabus, which instead of being
deleted needed to be emphasised. TheNEP
talks about innovative thinking for children
to learnwhat theywish. The reality is that
this policy is set bymindsets who are op-
posedtotheautonomyofthemind.Wehave
seen recently how voices of dissent are
soughttobesilencedbythisgovernmentby
unleashing terror on our young students.
Thismindset is reflected in theway theBJP,
in collaborationwith the government and
with the help of ABVP, has sought to inter-
fere intheuniversitysystemandvictimised
thoseopposed to thediktats of amajoritar-
ian culture. For any education policy to be
successful, freedomofthemindforstudents
toexpressthemselvesanddiscovertheirge-
niusisparamount.Thegovernmentmustnot

interfereandimposeitsparty’sideologythat
seekstocontrolratherthancelebrateauton-
omy.IncidentsinJNU,JamiaMilia,University
of Hyderabad or for that matter, how the
headsof highereducational institutionsare
appointed, are all manifestations of an au-
thoritariandispensation.
Thesecondimportantattributeofanyed-

ucationpolicyisthatitmustnot,intheinitial
years,beexam-centric.Inmoderneducation
systemsacrossborders, the teacher is a col-
laborator inthechild’s journeyofdiscovery.
The syllabus is not important. Textbooks
limit the contours of knowledge. Policies
must break down the limits of knowledge
andallowchildrentoexpandtheboundaries
of theirmind. Textbooks should represent
thebeginningofthediscoveryoftheselfand
the universe. The NEP has no roadmap for
suchdiscovery.
Third,weneedquality teacherswhoun-

derstandtheir role inbuildingcharacterand
careers. Teachers in this country, in termsof
both numbers and quality, are not fully
equipped todischarge their responsibilities.
The reason is there are not enough teacher-
training institutions. The roadmap for edu-
cation has to be firmly entrenched in those
institutions,fortheteachersalonecandeliver
on the objectives of an enlightened educa-
tion policy. In India, teachers are lowly paid
and teaching is not a profession of priority.
EducationbeingintheConcurrentListmakes
itdifficulttoimplementpoliciessetoutatthe

national levelunlessstategovernmentsgive
priority to this profession. In the absence of
qualityteacher-traininginstitutionsandmak-
ingeducationanationalpriority,noneof the
rolesenvisaged inNEPcanberealised.
Fourth, in the context of the pandemic,

digital connectivity has become an educa-
tional imperative. The government should
have realised this and put in place the nec-
essaryinfrastructureatleastforinstitutional
connectivity.Infact,theverydefinitionofed-
ucationmust include digital literacy if our
children are to be providedwith access to
sourcesof knowledge.
It may be instructive to note that in the

early years of UPA-II, the governmentwas
consideringtheAkashtabletforourstudents.
Whatwas envisagedwas a national digital
frameworkpursuant to the layingof optical
fibre cables to provide connectivity to 2.5
lakh gram panchayats under the National
Optical FibreNetwork (NOFN). The govern-
mentrealisedtheneedforourchildrentobe
providedwiththenecessaryconnectivityto
be able to access knowledge. While we
started to implement this roadmap, there
was strong opposition to it both frommy
partyandthethenOpposition. Itwasunfor-
tunatethatwhenpeoplecannotlookbeyond
their nose, theywish tooppose for the sake
of oppositionwithout realising thebenefits
of such an initiative. Today, NOFNhas been
renamedBharatNetandtheprogressofcon-
nectivity is woefully slow. Of the 2.5 lakh

grampanchayatsenvisagedtobeconnected
underNOFN, only 1.41 lakhhave been con-
nectedso far.
While there is talk of educational train-

ing and skill development starting at the
school level, there is very little homework
done to standardise the same. It will take a
longtimebeforethisisputintopractice.We
couldhaveeasilyprovidedalternativesolu-
tions by setting up vocational and training
centres incollaborationwith industry.
Intheareaofhighereducation,againthe

visionisfarremovedfromwhatwehavewit-
nessed since 2014. TheNEPmay talk about
emphasis on research and setting up a re-
search fund but consideringwhatwe have
seen so far, the fundingwill onlygo to insti-
tutionswhich toe thegovernment’s line.
TheNEPenvisagesthatpublicinvestment

ineducationwouldberaisedto6percentof
the GDP. However, under this government,
expenditureoneducationasapercentageof
theUnionbudgethasdeclinedfrom4.14per
cent in 2014-15 to 3.2 per cent in 2020-21.
ExpenditureoneducationbytheCentreand
states as a proportion of GDP is 3.1 per cent
in 2019-20which remained stagnant at 2.8
percent since2014-15.
Policies matter. But those who imple-

ment policiesmattermore.With the pres-
entmindset,theNEPmaybeprovidinghope
butonlyonpaper.

Thewriter isa formerUnionHRDminister

Policiesmatter.Butthosewhoimplementpoliciesmattermore

NEP, in fact
Kapil Sibal
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LONAVALA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
LONAVALA - 410401

Online percentage rate tenders in 'B-1' form are invited by the Chief Officer,
LONAVALA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, for the following work from interested any
contractors.The name of work, estimated cost, earnest money, security deposit,
time limit for completion etc. are as under.

Detailed terms and conditions and other tender documents can be downloaded
from website http://mahatender.gov.in. Tender by Location Lonavala. Earnest
Money and Tender Form Fee should be paid Online only. The Bidder should
also submit hard copy of all documents which the have uploaded as per tender
at LMC on the last date by 12.00 p.m.
[LMC/PWD/TEN/20-21/1282/Dt.19/08/2020] Sd/-

CHIEF OFFICER
Lonavala Municipal Council

Sr.
No.

Name of Work Tender Cost
(Rupees)

Earnest
Money
Deposit

(Rupees)

Time
Limit

Tender
Form
Fee

(Rupees)

1. Construction of Shopping
Centre on R.S.No. 66, at
Lonavala, Tal. Maval, Dist.
Pune for Lonavala
Municipal Council

31029557.00 310300.00 24
Calender
Months
(Twenty
Four)

2500.00

TENDER SCHEDULE
Sr.
No. Stage

Start Expiry
Date Time Date Time

1. Tender Download 24/08/2020 14:00 17/09/2020 15:00

2. Bid Submission 24/08/2020 14:01 21/09/2020 17:00

3. Pre-Bid Meeting at the office of
C.O., LMC

10/09/2020 12:00

4. Bid Opening 23/09/2020 15:00

ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE COUNCIL FOR SCIENCE &
TECHNOLOGY (DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE &

TECHNOLOGY) GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
ESS-SECTOR, ITANAGAR-791113

No. SC(DBT)-610/2018-19 Dated Itanagar, the 17th August, 2020
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

The Project Director, DBT-APSCS&T Centre of Excellence for Bioresources and Sustainable
Development, Department of Science & Technology, Government of Arunachal Pradesh, Kimin
on behalf of Director cum Member Secretary, Arunachal Pradesh State Council for Science and
Technology (APSCS&T), Department of Science and Technology, Government of Arunachal
Pradesh, Itanagar invites sealed Expression of Interest (EOI) from competent public/private
Agencies/Organizations/Companies having expertise in establishing State-of-the-Art
Orchidarium / Conservatory for “Establishment of one “State-of-the-Art Ex-Situ Orchid
Conservatory (600 sqm)” in DBT-APSCS&T Centre, Kimin-791121, Arunachal Pradesh
and another 5 (five) small orchid production units each measuring 80 sqm in different
parts of Arunachal Pradesh” on Turnkey basis.
The Agencies/Organizations/ Companies should have the following minimum eligibility criteria;
1. Valid Company Registration under Companies Act 1956.
2. Expertise and experience in execution of similar research facilities.
3. Income Tax Registration
4. GST Registration
Last date for submission of EOI in the prescribed format is within 21 days from the date of
publication of this notice up to 1400 hrs. Sealed envelope containing EOI mentioning "EOI for
Establishment of State-of-the-Art Ex-Situ Orchid Conservatory" on the top cover should be
submitted to;
The Director cum Member Secretary
Arunachal Pradesh State Council for Science & Technology
Department of Science & Technology
Government of Arunachal Pradesh ESS-Sector, Itanagar-791113
Arunachal Pradesh
Applicants meeting the qualification criteria may be invited for presentation / proposal before
the selection committee. Bid Document will be subsequently issued to the short listed
applicants only. For details please visit www.ardst.arunachal.gov.in/advertisement.
APSCS&T or any of its designates reserves the right to cancel this request for EoI and/or invite
afresh with or without amendments, without liability or any obligation for such request for EoI
and without assigning any reason. Information provided at this stage is indicative and
APSCS&T reserves the right to amend/add further details in the EoI.

Sd/-
Project Director

DBT-APSCS&T Centre
DIPR/ARN/11997 Kimin

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,AUGUST19

FORMER CHIEF minister and
leader of the Congress in Karn-
ataka legislature Siddaramaiah
has alleged that rivals of Chief
Minister B S Yediyurappa in the
BJP areusing the recent violence
in east Bengaluru to undermine
thechiefminister.
“BJP is clearly divided into 2

factions.OnethatisclosertoRSSis
trying to take the advantage of
KavalByrasandraincidenttotop-
pleBSY’sposition,”Siddaramaiah
tweeted.
A protest against a “deroga-

tory” socialmediapost allegedly
put out by thenephewof Akha-
nda SrinivasMurthy, Congress
MLAfromPulkeshinagar, turned
violentonAugust11.Themob,al-
legedly comprising several sup-
porters of the SocialDemocratic
PartyofIndia,attackedtheDJHalli
policestationandahousebelong-

ingtotheMLA.Threeyouthswere
killedinpolicefiringduringthevi-
olence and a fourth died three
dayslaterfromanon-bulletinjury.
TheBJPandCongresshavebl-

amedeachotherfortheviolence.
StateHomeMinisterBasavaraj

Bommaihas said internal differ-
ences among Congress leaders
andSDPIarebehindtheviolence.
State BJP president Naleen

Kumar Kateel has accused the
Congressofindulginginvotebank
politics. “When the home of a
Dalit CongressMLAhasbeenat-
tackedbyagroupofgoondasfrom

theminority community, Cong-
ress leaders, instead of standing
upfortheirownMLA,arespeak-
inginfavouroftheminoritycom-
munitytoprotecttheirvotebank.
Thisshowshowmuchregardthey
haveforsocial justice,”hesaid.
SDPI activists have claimed

thattheviolenceeruptedafterthe
DJHallipolicedelayedfilingacom-
plaint against theMLA’snephew
PNaveenKumarafterheallegedly
putoutthe“derogatory”post.
TheCongresshasaccusedthe

BJPoffailingonthelawandorder
front. “The investigation should
start fromthe failureof the intel-
ligence department. If this inci-
dent, according to BJP is pre-
planned thenwhy did this not
come to thenotice of the intelli-
gencedepartment?Whatwasthe
reason for thedelay in filingcase
againstNaveen?” Siddaramaiah
tweeted.
“IfSDPIisinvolved,letthembe

punished. BJP leaders are using
SDPI as a pawn for political rea-

sons to divide Muslim votes...
Instead of identifying the actual
culprits, BJP leaders aremore in-
terestedintargetingtheCongress
party. They see politics in all
crises,”headded.
Meanwhile, policeWednes-

day questioned the Congress
MLAforoverfourhourswithre-
gardtocircumstancessurround-
ing the social media post al-
legedlyputoutbyhisnephew—
theMLAclaimshisnephewises-
tranged fromhim. Sources said
policequestionedtheMLAabout
thewhereaboutsofoneofhisas-
sociateswho has gonemissing
since theviolence. TheMLAsaid
theassociatemayhavegoneinto
hidingoutof fear,saidsources.
Police have also questioned

two Congress city councillors
fromPulkeshinagarconstituency
—SampathRaj, a formerMayor,
andARZakirovermobilisationof
crowdsinvolvedinsimultaneous
violence indifferent parts of the
constituencyonAugust11.

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, AUGUST19

A19-YEAR-OLDwomaninTamilNadu’sCoimbatore
citydiedbysuicideTuesday, thepolicesaid,adding
thatshewantedtopursueamedicalcourseandher
entranceexaminationwascomingupshortly.
An officer at R S Puram police station near

Coimbatore said R Subhshri lockedherself in her
roombeforenoonanddidnot comeout forhours.
Herparentsbrokeopenthedoorandfoundherhang-
ing.“HerparentssaidshewaspreparingforNEETfor
thepasttwoyearsandwasalsoattendingclassesat
a private coaching centre. Shewasdepressed and
hadsevereanxietyabouttheupcomingexam,”the
officersaid.Headdedthiswasthiswashersecondat-
temptatthemedicalentrance.
Herdeath cameadayafter the SupremeCourt

dismissedpleasseekingpostponementof JEEMain
2020 andNEET undergraduate examinations—
whicharescheduledtobeconductedinSeptember
amidthepandemic.Acasehasbeenregistered.Police
havesentherbodyforapost-mortemexamination.

Medical aspirant dies by
suicide in Coimbatore

Another wall at
Visva-Bharati
triggers protest

SANTANUCHOWDHURY
SANTINIKETAN,AUGUST19

ANOTHERWALL being built by
theVisva-Bharati University in-
side its campus prompted a
protest by residents of
Santiniketanandtheuniversity’s
alumnionWednesday.
The nine-foot wall is being

built to separate Sangit Bhavana
(Institute of Dance, Drama and
Music)andresidentialareas.
Theprotesterssaidthewallran

counter to the institute’s legacy
andphilosophiesofRabindranath
Tagore, who founded Visva-
Bharatiin1921.TheysangTagore’s
songsandheldplacardsdenounc-
ingtheuniversity’smove.
PhalguniMukherjee,aneld-

erlyprotester,said,“Wehaveal-
waysknownVisva-Bharatiasan
open-air institutewhich never
believed inerectingwalls. It is a
placeforfreethinkingandlearn-
ingmodelled by Rabindranath
Tagore. The university did not
even intimate the residents be-
foreerecting thewall.”

Centre set to withdraw 10,000 paramilitary troops

Siddaramaiah

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

THECENTREhas orderedwith-
drawalof10,000paramilitaryper-
sonnelfromJammuandKashmir,
the single-biggest reduction of
troopsfromtheUnionterritorysi-
nce their presencewas stepped
uparoundAugust5lastyear.
TheMinistryofHomeAffairs

hasaskedtheCRPF,BSF,CISFand
SSB to cumulativelywithdraw

100companies.Sourcessaid40of
thesebelong to theCRPF.Mean-
while,CISF,BSFandSSBwilleach
see20companieswithdrawn.
Thedevelopmentcomeseven

asmilitant activity continues in
theValley,with forces regularly
comingunderattack.
Sources said the latest order

willnotweakenthesecurityset-
upthereareenoughforces inthe
Valley.This,however,isthebiggest
reductioninonego,theyadded.
In the run up to the revoca-

tion of Jammu and Kashmir’s
specialstatuslastyear,andinthe
days ahead, the Centre had dis-
patchedmore than700compa-
nies (70,000personnel)ofpara-
militaryforcestoKashmir.These
were in addition to the over
60,000 paramilitary personnel
stationed in the Valley all
yearround.
“So, in real terms, the reduc-

tionwillnotmakemuchofanim-
pact on the ground,” a Jammu
andKashmirPoliceofficersaid.
Overthelast fewmonths, the

Centre has been regularlywith-
drawing forces from theValley.
Thesereductionshavebeeninthe
rangeof fiveto10companies.
Sourcessaidthereductionsare

beingcarriedouttomeetneedsin
otherpartsof thecountry. “Bihar

elections are coming. Forceswill
beneededthere,”asecurityestab-
lishmentofficersaid.
AHomeMinistryofficialsaid:

“Toomuch force had been de-
ployedinanticipationof lawand
ordersituationinthewakeofthe
revocationof special status. This
createdanaccommodationprob-
lem and has led to a spike in
Covid-19infectionsamongforces
whichhave been requesting for
reductionindeployment.”
Anotherofficialsaidforcesin

suchlargenumberswerenotre-
quiredanymoreas thepastyear
had not thrown up any serious
lawandorderchallenge.“Forces
hadbeen rushed inanticipation
of large-scale stone-pelting.
Covid has ensured that nobody
isonthestreets,”theofficialsaid.

LT NAVDEEP SINGH, AC (POSTHUMOUS)
(08 JUN 1985 - 20 AUG 2011)

Lt Navdeep Singh, Ashok Chakra laid down his life
while fighting against an infiltrating terrorist
column during “OPERATION BAGTOR” in J&K. In
the truest tradition of the Indian Army, Lt Navdeep
Singh led from the front and displayed exemplary
courage and conspicuous bravery. He will always
be remembered and missed by all of us in the
Ordnance Corps for his supreme sacrifice and
gallant act.

DG OS & Sr Col Comdt and all rks
of the AOC

Sashastra Seema Bal fondly
remembers and cherishes the
valiant contribution of brave
hearts CT/Dvr Nilambar
Baruah and CT/Dvr Nabjit
Talukdar of 15th Bn. SSB who
laid down their life in a
militant attack while fighting
for the nation on this day in
the year 1999 at Lal Chowk,
Srinagar. Their courage and
valor would continue to

inspire generations of personnel in SSB.
We remain indebted to the supreme sacrifice of these brave soldiers.

SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

LT NAVDEEP
SINGH, AC

(POSTHUMOUS)

CT/Dvr
Nilambar
Baruah

CT/Dvr
Nabjit

Talukdar

BSY rivals in BJP trying to use Bengaluru
violence to topple him, says Siddaramaiah

JAMMU&KASHMIR

New Delhi
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C VID-19VACCINETRACKER

AUSTRALIAHASsaidonceavaccinefor
thenovel coronavirus becomes avail-
able,itwillofferitfreetoallitscitizens.
Australia has entered into an agree-
mentwithpharmaceutical company
AstraZeneca forsecuringaccess to the
vaccineitisdevelopingincollaboration
withOxfordUniversity.
“If this vaccine proves

successful,wewillmanufac-
ture and supply vaccines
straightawayunderourown
steamandmakeitfreefor25
million Australians,”
Australia’s PrimeMinister
ScottMorrisonwasquotedas
sayinginaBBCreport.
So far, a little over 23,000 people

havebeeninfectedwiththenovelcoro-
navirus in Australia, and there have
beenmorethan430deaths.
CHINESEVACCINES:State-owned

Chinese company Sinopharm has
claimed that a candidate vaccine it is
developing for the novel coronavirus
would be available in themarket by

December this year, and would be
pricedlowerthan1,000yuan(aboutRs
10,000)fortwodoses,accordingtoare-
portinTheGlobalTimes.
The vaccine being developed by

Sinopharmis inphase-3humantrials
whicharebeingcarriedoutintheUAE.
ItisoneofthesixChinesevaccinesthat

arecurrentlyundergoinghu-
mantrials.
In another report, the

newspapersaidthatavaccine
beingdevelopedbyCanSino
Biologicalshadbeengranted
apatent byChina’sNational
Intellectual Property

Administration. TheCanSino vaccine
has alreadybeenapproved foruseon
Chinese soldiers,withoutundergoing
phase-3humantrials.Thecompanyis
planning to launch phase-3 trials in
SaudiArabiaandMexico.
The newspaper report said the

company, inastatement,hadclaimed
thatthegrantofthepatentfurthercon-
firmedthevaccine’sefficacyandsafety.

Australia to make vaccine
free for all its citizens

RESEARCHERS HAVE
published findings that
provide one more clue
about the reason why
Covid-19infectiontends
to bemore severe with
age.Certaingenes in the
body,whichplay an im-
portant role in allowing
the novel coronavirus
SARS-CoV-2 to invade
heartcells,becomemore
activewith age, accord-
ing to the research published in the
Journal of Molecular and Cellular
Cardiology.
When the novel coronavirus first

emerged, itwastakentobeprimarily
a respiratory illness. But as research
has progressed, it has become clear
that Covid-19 patients, particularly
older ones, are also affectedbyheart
problems.
An international team of re-

searchers investigated the link be-

tween Covid-19 and
heartfailure.Specifically,
they examined cells
known as cardiomy-
ocytes, whichmake up
theheartmuscleandare
able to contract and re-
lax. Damage to these
cells can lead to heart
failure.
Theresearcherscom-

pared cardiomyocytes
fromfiveyoung(ages19-

25) males and five older (63-78)
males.Theyfoundthatthegenesthat
give the body instructions tomake
keyproteins that thevirususes tohi-
jackthecell—includingthenowwell-
knownACE2receptors—weresignif-
icantlymoreactiveincardiomyocytes
from the oldermales. This suggests
thatthereislikelytobeanincreasein
the corresponding proteins in aged
cardiomyocytes.

Source:UniversityofCambridge

PAPER
CLIP

NEWRESEARCH

In heart cells, clues why Covid
is severe in the elderly
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AMITABHSINHA
PUNE,AUGUST19

ASEROLOGICALsurveyinPunehasprovided
freshevidencethatthespreadofCovid-19in
Indiahasbeenmuchlargerthanwhatisget-
tingdetectedthroughconfirmatorytests. In
Pune, more than 51% of those who were
tested showed the presence of antibodies
specifictothenovelcoronavirus,suggesting
that abouthalf thepopulationof this cityof
4millioncouldhavealreadybeen infected.
At the time the serological survey was

carried out between July 20 and August 5,
lessthanonelakhpeopleinthecityhadbeen
foundinfectedinconfirmatorytests.Theac-
tualspreadcouldthereforebe20timeslarger
than theconfirmatory testshavedetected.
Earlier serological surveys in Delhi and

Mumbaihavealsothrownupsimilarresults.
An earlier exercise in Delhi had suggested
that theactual spreadcouldbe40timesthe
numberofconfirmedcases.Afreshroundof
survey in the national capital, the results of
which are have not yet been officially dis-
closed, reconfirms that.

What is thetakeawayfromthese
results?
Thattestinghasbeenwoefullyadequate,

despiteahugeincrease intesting infrastruc-
ture. Froma capacity to test just a fewhun-
dred samples at the start of the outbreak in
March tomore than eight lakh tests a day
now,therehasbeenamassiveupgradeinthe
testinginfrastructure.Andyet,theserological
testsshowthatavastmajorityoftheinfected
peoplearestillbeingmissedout,particularly
thosewhoarenotshowingsymptoms.
Adequate testing is crucial to contain-

mentstrategies.Itistheonlymethodtoiden-
tify, and isolate, infected people and their
closecontacts.Themorethetests,thegreater
the chance of detecting infectedpeople, in-
cludingthosewhoareasymptomatic.Timely
isolationofthesecanpreventtransmissionto
other people. A higher number of tests,
therefore, has a direct bearing on slowing
downthespreadof thedisease.
Consideringhowwidespreadthedisease

isnow,goingbytheresultsof theseropreva-
lence surveys, the testing capacity would
have to be increased several times tomake
anymeaningful difference to the growth of
the disease. That is not something likely to
happenovernight.So,while itwouldstillbe
important tocontinue testingasmanypeo-
pleaspossible, it iswellpastthestagewhere
testingwasthemosteffective tool to flatten
thegrowthcurve.

Whatdoes itmeanwhensomanyare
likely infected?
Thereisasilverliningfromthelackofad-

equatetesting.Progressiontowardsaninfec-
tion levelwhere“herd immunity”begins to
look plausible, it appears, has been faster
than could have beenpossible if more tests
were being conducted andmore infected
peopleweregetting identifiedand isolated.
Theconventionalwisdomisthatgreatertest-
ingandisolationslowsdowndiseasegrowth
and delays the achievement of widespread
immunity inthecommunity.Thecaveat re-
mains: Scientists still donot knowthe level
of infectioninthepopulationatwhich“herd
immunity” would start to play a role. But
whatever level it is, India has beenmoving

towardsimmunityatacommunitylevelata
faster rate than a capability for greater test-
ingand isolationwouldhaveallowed.

Howdotheserological findingsrelate
withconfirmatorytest results?
The serological survey in Punehas some

interesting findings. Theward inwhich the
highest prevalencewas detected is also the
one that isnowgrowingat the slowestpace
inthelastcoupleofweeks.Inthisarea,Lohiya
Nagar,morethan60%oftheparticipantswere
detectedwithantibodies.Itwouldstillbepre-
maturetosuggestthatLohiyaNagarcouldbe
near to achieving immunity at the commu-
nitylevel,butscientistscannowlookatother
areasthatareapproachingthatlevelof infec-
tion to seewhether the disease is behaving
insimilar fashion.Asofnow, there is insuffi-
cientdatatomakeanyconclusions.
There are a few other indicators aswell.

Citieswith very high prevalence rates, like
Delhi,MumbaiorPune, havealreadybegun
to showsigns of slowingdown. The growth
ratesinDelhiandMumbaihavebeendeclin-
ingforquitesometime,whilePuneisjustbe-
ginning to join the trend. The reproductive
number,orR, forthesecitieshasgonebelow

1.Risthenumberofpeoplewhogetinfected,
onanaverage,byanalreadyinfectedperson.
AnR-valuelowerthan1wouldmeanthat,on
anaverage,noteveryinfectedpersonispass-
ingonthevirustoothers.Usually,theR-value
goingbelow1signifies thebeginningof the
declineoftheepidemic,althoughinthepres-
ent caseoneneeds tobecareful aboutmak-
ing such conclusions since the pandemic is
still on, information is still evolving, and R-
valuesareonlyestimates.
But the drop in the growth rates, and in

R-values, correlates well with what is ex-
pectedwhen about half the populationhas
already got the infection. The pool of unin-
fected people reduces progressively, and
therefore the transmission rate goes down
because of the availability of fewer people
whocanpotentiallybe infected.

But is itnotunderstoodthat immunity
acrossacommunity isnotacertainty?
Indeed, thereare importantcaveats.The

serologicalsurveysonlyrevealthelikelyex-
tent of disease prevalence in a population
group.Peoplewhohavebeen infectedneed
not necessarily have developed immunity.
Asscientistshavebeeninsistingconsistently,
gettingtheinfectionanddevelopingimmu-
nityaretwodifferentthings.Theserological
survey findsout thenumberof peoplewho
have antibodies specific to the disease. The
presenceof theseantibodiesisanindication
thattheywereinfectedatsomepointoftime.
But immunity comes from what are

knownas“neutralising”antibodies,or “pro-
tective” antibodies. The serological surveys
donotdetectneutralisingantibodies.Forthat,
anothertestisrequired.Andeventhoughno
caseof re-infectionhasso farbeendetected,
it is still anopenquestionfor investigation.
Immunity at a community level is pos-

sible only if thosewho have been infected
alsodevelop immunity tothedisease.Asof
now, we don’t know. That is the next step
of investigation. Scientists are already
preparingtocarryoutexerciseswherethey
would try to assess whether an infected
personhasdevelopedimmunity.Until then,
discussionsaround“herdimmunity”would
not be substantive.
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APURVAVISHWANATH
NEWDELHI, AUGUST19

THEMADHYAPradeshgovernment’srecent
decision to reserve all government jobs for
“childrenofthestate”raisesquestionsrelat-
ingtothefundamental right toequality.
Whiledomicile-basedreservationshave

beenimplementedineducation,courtshave
been reluctant to expand this to employ-
ment.AlthoughChiefMinisterShivrajSingh
Chouhanhasnotoutlineddetailsofthepro-
posal, reservation solely based on place of
birthwouldraiseconstitutionalquestions.

WhatdoestheConstitutionsay?
Article 16 of the Constitution, which

guarantees equal treatment under law in
matters of public employment, prohibits
the state from discriminating on grounds
of placeof birthor residence.
Article16(2)statesthat“nocitizenshall,

ongroundsonlyof religion,race,caste,sex,
descent, place of birth, residence or any of
them, be ineligible for, or discriminated
against in respect or, any employment or
officeundertheState”.Theprovisionissup-

plemented by the other clauses in the
Constitution thatguaranteeequality.
However, Article 16(3) of the

Constitutionprovidesanexceptionbysay-
ing that Parliamentmaymake a law “pre-
scribing”arequirementofresidenceforjobs
inaparticularstate.Thispowervestssolely
in theParliament,not state legislatures.

WhydoestheConstitutionprohibit
reservationbasedondomicile?
WhentheConstitutioncameintoforce,

India turned itself into one nation from a
geographical unit of individual principali-
tiesandtheideaoftheuniversalityof Indian
citizenshiptookroot.AsIndiahascommon
citizenship,whichgivescitizenstheliberty
to move around freely in any part of the
country,therequirementofaplaceofbirth
or residence cannot be qualifications for
grantingpublicemployment inanystate.

Butarereservationsnotgrantedon
othergroundssuchascaste?
Equalityenshrined intheConstitution is

notmathematical equality and does not
meanall citizenswill be treatedalikewith-
out any distinction. To this effect, the

Constitutionunderlinestwodistinctaspects
whichtogetherformtheessenceofequality
law—non-discriminationamongequals,and
affirmativeactiontoequalisetheunequals.

WhathastheSupremeCourtsaidon
reservingjobsfor locals?
The Supreme Court has ruled against

reservationbasedonplaceof birthor resi-
dence. In 1984, ruling inDr Pradeep Jain v
Union of India, the issue of legislation for
“sons of the soil”was discussed. The court
expressed an opinion that such policies
would be unconstitutional but did not ex-
pressly rule on it as the casewasondiffer-
entaspectsof the right toequality.
DespiteArticle16(2),“someof theStates

areadopting‘sonsofthesoil’policiesprescrib-
ingreservationorpreferencebasedondomi-
cile or residence requirement for employ-
mentorappointment...Primafaciethiswould
seem tobe constitutionally impermissible
thoughwedonotwish to express anydefi-
niteopinionuponit,sinceitdoesnotdirectly
ariseforconsideration..,”thecourtsaid.
InasubsequentrulinginSunandaReddy

v State of Andhra Pradesh (1995), the
SupremeCourtaffirmedtheobservationin

Pradeep Jain to strikedowna state govern-
ment policy that gave 5% extraweightage
tocandidateswhohadstudiedwithTelugu
as themediumof instruction.
In2002,theSupremeCourtinvalidated

appointment of government teachers in
Rajasthaninwhichthestateselectionboard
gavepreferenceto“applicantsbelongingto
thedistrict or the rural areas of thedistrict
concerned”.
“Wehavenodoubtthatsuchasweeping

argument which has the overtones of
parochialism is liable to be rejectedon the
plain termsofArticle16(2)and in the light
ofArticle16(3).Anargumentof thisnature
flies in the face of peremptory language of
Article 16(2) and runs counter to our con-
stitutional ethos founded onunity and in-
tegrityof thenation,” thecourt said.
In2019,theAllahabadHighCourtstruck

downa recruitmentnotificationby theUP
SubordinateServiceSelectionCommission
which prescribed preference for women
whoare“originalresidents”oftheUPalone.

Whataboutsecuring jobsfor locals in
theprivatesector?
Suchalawwillbedifficulttoimplement

evenifallowed.Privateemployersdonotgo
onanannualrecruitmentdrivetofillvacan-
cies identified in advance but hire as and
whenrequired.Thestatecanrecommenda
preferencetolocalsbutensuringthatitisfol-
lowedwouldbedifficult. In2017,Karnataka
mulledsimilarlegislationbutitwasdropped
after the state’s Advocate General raised
questions on its legality. In 2019, the state
governmentonceagainissuedanotification
asking private employers to “prefer”
Kannadigasforblue-collar jobs.

Howdosomestates thenhave lawsthat
reserve jobsfor locals?
Exercising the powers it has under

Article16(3),ParliamentenactedthePublic
Employment (Requirement as to
Residence) Act, aimed at abolishing all ex-
istingresidencerequirements in thestates
andenactingexceptionsonly inthecaseof
the special instances of Andhra Pradesh,
Manipur, TripuraandHimachalPradesh.
Constitutionally, some states also have

special protections under Article 371.
Andhra Pradesh under Section 371(d) has
powerstohave“directrecruitmentof local
cadre” inspecifiedareas.

InUttarakhand,classIIIandclassIVjobs
are reserved for locals.
Somestateshavegonearoundtheman-

dateofArticle16(2)byusinglanguage.States
thatconductofficialbusinessintheirregional
languages prescribe knowledge of the lan-
guage as a criterion. This ensures that local
citizensarepreferred for jobs. For example,
states includingMaharashtra,West Bengal
andTamilNadurequirealanguagetest.

BeyondMP,havetherebeenother
recentmovesondomicile-basedjob
reservation?
InApril, theCentreissuedanotification

reservingjobsforJ&Kdomicilesexpanding
the definition to central government em-
ployees who had served in the erstwhile
state for over 10 years. Before the abroga-
tion of the special status of J&K in August
last year, state government jobs were re-
served exclusively for state subjects as per
Article370of theConstitution.
InAssam,acommitteehassubmittedits

reportforimplementationofakeyprovision
of the 1985AssamAccord, recommending
reservation in jobs for thosewho can trace
theirancestry inthestatebefore1951.

What serosurvey results imply
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

AfterDelhi&Mumbai,serosurveyresultsfromPunesuggestCovid-19isfarmorewidespreadthanvirustests
show.Whatarethetakeawaysabouttheextentof testing,andtheextentof immunityinthecommunity?

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI,AUGUST19

ON AUGUST 15, the US Food and Drug
Administration(FDA)approvedanewmethod
oftestingforCovid-19—processingsalivasam-
ples—andtermedit“ground-breaking”.
Israel’sCenterforGeographicMedicineand

TropicalDiseases, too, hasdevelopeda saliva
test that itclaimswilldetect thenovelcoron-
avirus“inlessthanasecond”,Reutersreported.
That test, however, is still is in theprocess of
gettingregulatoryapproval.

WhatisasalivatestforCovid-19?
Broadly, there are two types of tests for

Covid-19.Onetype,whichdetectsthevirusit-
self, includes theRT-PCRtestandtheantigen
test. The second is the serological test,which
looks for antibodies developedby the body
against thevirus. This determines if a person
hasbeenexposedtotheinfection,andisused
forsurveillanceof infectioninacommunity.
Inthefirstcategoryoftests,noseandthroat

swabs are used as the sampling technique .
Aftertheswabisremoved,thesampleisplaced
inaviraltransportmediaandispreservedfor
analysis. Researchers have developed the
saliva test as a low-cost alternative; the sus-

pectedpatienthasonlytospitintoasteriletube
andthesampleisthensentittothelaboratory.
In the last fewmonths, the US FDA has

authorised at least five diagnostic tests that
usesalivasamples.ThefirstwasonMay8—
emergency-use authorisation to Rutgers
Clinical Genomics Laboratory’s molecular
test, commercially manufactured by
Spectrum Solution. This was after results
showedthedevicecouldbeused forcollec-
tion, transportation, and storage, following
homecollectionof saliva.
OnAugust15,theFDAissuedemergency-

use authorisation to Yale School of Public
Health’sdiagnostickit,calledSalivaDirect.“This
isthefifthtestthattheUSFDAhasauthorised
thatusessalivaasasamplefortesting,”itsaid.

Whataretheadvantagesofasalivatest?
First,asnotedinayet-to-be-peer-reviewed

studybyYaleresearchers, saliva“doesnotre-
quireacertifiedswabandcollectionrecepta-
cle and does not necessarily have to be ob-
tainedbyaskilledhealthcareprovider,bothof
which increasediagnostic-associated costs”.
Therefore,costisthebiggestadvantage.
Second is accuracy: A saliva test is re-

portedtobepronetolesserrorthanhasbeen
reported in nasal swab collection, which
sometimesgive falsenegatives.

Third,thetestislessinvasivethanaproce-
durethatgoestothebackofthenosetocollect
the swab. It is also safer forhealthcarework-
erswhocollect the swab. Inserting the swab
intothebackofthenoseoftenresultsinsneez-
ing and coughing. SpectrumSolution claims
thatuseof salivakitsdeliversanover90%re-
duction in PPE usage compared to current
swabcollectionsforCovid-19testing.
Fourth, it is aconvenientoption thatdoes

notrequiretravellingtoahospitalorlab.

Apart fromsamplingmethods,howis
thesalivatestdifferent fromRT-PCR?
LikeRT-PCR,asalivatesttooconvertsthe

virusRNAintoDNA,thenamplifiestheDNA
todetectpresenceof thevirus.Whatmakes
theSalivaDirectkituniqueisthattheYalere-
searchers have done awaywith a separate
steporspecialisedequipmenttoextract the
virusRNA.
“Our approach can be broadly imple-

mentedasitdoesnotrequiresalivacollection
tubes containingpreservatives anddoesnot
requirespecializedreagentsorequipmentfor
nucleicacidextraction,”theYalestudystates.

Whatarethelimitationsofthesalivatest?
InthecaseofthekitdevelopedbyRutgers,

thespecimensmustbetransportedandstored

atambienttemperatureandtestedwithin48
hoursofcollection.
Again, thepossibilityof falsenegativesre-

mains. Asnotedby theUS FDA, SARS-CoV-2
nucleic acid is generally detectable in saliva
specimensduringtheacutephaseofinfection.
“NegativeresultsdonotprecludeSARS-CoV-
2infectionandshouldnotbeusedasthesole
basis for patient management decisions.
Negativeresultsmustbecombinedwithclin-
icalobservations,patienthistory,andepidemi-
ologicalinformation.NegativeresultsforSARS-
CoV-2RNA fromsaliva shouldbe confirmed
by testing of an alternative specimen type if
clinicallyindicated,”theFDAstates.
TheYaleresearchershavealsoflaggedthe

fact that saliva from patients can contain
blood ormucus, which can interfere with
testingandresults.

Wherearesalivatestsbeingused?
Yale’s saliva test, evenbefore it got emer-

gency approval, was tested on a group of
National Basketball Associationplayers and
supportstaff.“SalivaDirectisbeingfurtherval-
idatedasa test for asymptomatic individuals
throughaprogramthattestsplayersandstaff
fromtheNBA,”YaleUniversitysaid.
TheRutgerstesttoohasbeenusedbyNBA

teamsandothersportspersons.

How useful are saliva tests for Covid-19?

Domicile-based job quota: the law, SC rulings, and special cases
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CX.´fi. ´ff½fSX MÑXfaÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSmXVf³f d»f. BÊX-
d³fd½fQf Af¸faÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff A³fb·f½fe R ¸ffZË/ N ZIZ QfS /
I f¹fÊQf¹fe ÀfaÀ±ffAûÔ ÀfZ d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f ¸faO »f ¸fZS N
IZ Aa°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f I f¹fûË WZ °fb ¸fûW S ¶faQ BÊ -d³fd½fQfEa
BÊ -´fûMÊ »f (www.etender.up.nic.in) ´fS
Qû ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W` aÜ ·ff¦f-1 ¸fZÔ BÊ -
d ³ f d ½ f Q f A û a I Z ´ f i ´ f Â f d ³ f ² f f Ê d S ° f V f b » I
AfS .M e.ªfe.EÀf./ E³f.BÊ.ER .M e. E½fa d³f²ffÊdS °f
²fS ûW S S fdVf AfS .M e.ªfe.EÀf./ E³f.BÊ . ER .M e./
¶f`ÔI ¦ffS ³M e (A»f¦f-A»f¦f) IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff, d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f ¸f¯O »f, ¸fZS N
IZ ´fÃf ¸fZÔ State Bank of India, Cantt
Branch, Meerut Account No.
11047201099, IFSC Code
SBIN0000680 ¸fZÔ ªf¸ff I S f¹fe ªff¹fZÔ¦feÜ ¶f`ÔI
ªf¸ff I e ÀffÃ¹f ¹f±ff ¹fûª¹f ¹fc.M e.AfS . Àfa£¹ff, ´fZ-
B ³f dÀ»f´f ¸fc»f I e ´fid°f d³fd½fQf IZ ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f IZ
Àff±f Àfa»f¦³f dI ¹fZ ªff¹fZÜ BÊ-d³fd½fQf IZ ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f
(¹fc.M e.AfS . Àfa£¹ff, ´fZ-B³f dÀ»f´f ´fid°f, d³fd½fQf
´fi´fÂf, ´f`³f I fOÊ , B ³I ¸f M` ¢Àf dSM ³fÊ, ªfe.EÀf.M e.
´fi´fÂf I e À½f¹fa ´fi¸ffd¯f°f L f¹ff´fid°f E½fa °fI ³feI e
A³fb·f½f AfdQ) BÊ -´fûMÊ »f ´fS ÀI` ³O ´fid°f¹ffg
(PDF format) °f±ff BÊ -d³fd½fQf IZ dõ °fe¹f
·ff¦f (´fifB ªfd¶fO ) ¸fZÔ QSm a E½fa ½ffd¯fª¹fI d³f¹f¸f ½f
Vf°fZÊ BÊ -´fûMÊ »f (www.etender. up.nic.in)
´fSX d³f¸³fd»fd£f°f °ffd»fI f IZ A³fbÀffS A´f»fûO I e
ªff¹fZ¦feÜ d³fd½fQf Vfb»I , ²fS ûW S S fdVf E½fa A³¹f
½¹f½fÀffd¹fI ´fi´fÂf W fOÊ I fg´fe ¸fZÔ A±f½ff ½¹fd¢°f¦f°f
Àfa½ffW I IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ B Àf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ ´fif´°f ³fW eÔ
dI ¹fZ ªff¹fZÔ¦fZÜ BÊ -d³fd½fQf ·ff¦f dõ °fe¹f (´fifB ªfd¶fO )
£fb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f WZ °fb °fQû³fbÀffS ½fZ¶fÀffB M ´fS
Àfcd¨f°f I e ªffE¦feÜ BÊ -d³fd½fQf I f ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f,
°ffd»fI f ¸fZÔ AadI °f dQ³ffaI E½fa Àf¸f¹f A³fbÀffS
Àff½fÊªfd³fI ø ´f ÀfZ £fû»ff ªff¹fZ¦ffÜ BÊ -d³fd½fQf
£fb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f ´fS A½fI fVf W û³fZ I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ
BÊ -d³fd½fQf A¦f»fZ I f¹fÊ dQ½fÀf ´fS d³f²ffÊdS °f Àf¸f¹f
°fI À½feI fS I e ªffE¦fe E½fa d³f²ffÊdS °f Àf¸f¹f ´fS
£fû»fe ªffE¦feÜ BÊ -d³fd½fQfAûÔ I û d¶f³ff I fZBÊ I fS ¯f
¶f°ffE BÊ -d³fd½fQf/ BÊ -d³fd½fQfAûÔ I û AÀ½feI fS /
d½f·ffdªf°f I S ³fZ I f Ad²fI fS A²fûW À°ffÃfS I °ffÊ
IZ ´ffÀf ÀfbS dÃf°f S WZ¦ffÜ ²fS ûW S / BÊ -d³fd½fQf S fdVf
SdW °f ½f ÀfVf°fÊ BÊ -d³fd½fQfEa À½feI fS ³fW eÔ I e
ªffEa¦feÜ IÈ ´f¹ff d½fÀ°fÈ°f ªff³fI fS e, O fC ³f »fûO ,
A³¹f ÀfaVfû²f³fûÔ E½fa BÊ -d³fd½fQf ´fiÀ°fb°f I S ³fZ IZ
dQ³ffaI °fI d½fÀ°ffS AfdQ IZ Àfa¶fa²f ¸fZÔ IÈ ´f¹ff
www.etender.up.nic.in ´fS »ffg¦f Af³f
I SmÔ Ü d³fd½fQfAûÔ IYf d½f½fSX¯f d³f¸³f ´fiIYfSX W`X:-
IiY¸f Àfa. 1, d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ IYf
d½f½fSX¯f MXe- 65/19-20 A»´fIYfd»fIY:-
d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f £f¯O -dõ °fe¹f ¸fZS N IZ Aa°f¦fÊ°f 220
I Z . ½ f e . C ´ f I Z ³ Q i ¨ f S » f f ´ f S 1 0 0 E ¸ f . ½ f e . E
´fdS ½f°fÊI I e À±ff´f³ff WZ °fc 20 KL Ãf¸f°ff IZ
Afg¹f»f M`Ô I I û »ffQ³ff E½fa »f¦f·f¦f 100 dI .¸fe.
ÀfZ »ff³ff °f±ff C °ffS ³fZ ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSXûWXSX
SXfdVf 1000.00, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IYf ¸fc»¹f
295.00 ªfe.EÀf.M e. ÀfdW °f, BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf
A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f
28.08.2020 Àff¹fa 05 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX
d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa
Àf¸f¹f 29.08.2020 ´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f
´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf dõX°fe¹f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f
E½fa Àf¸f¹f °fQ³fbÀffS ¶fZ½fÀffB M ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e
ªff¹fZ¦feÔÜ IiY¸f Àfa. 2, d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ
IYf d½f½fSX¯f MXe- 66/20-21 A»´fIYfd»fIY:-
d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f £f¯O ¸fZS N IZ 220 IZ .½fe. C ´fIZ ³Qi
¸fûQe´fbS ¸f ´fS À±ffd´f°f d½fd·f³³f ¶fZ IZ I ¸´fi`VfS I e
dS ´fZ¹fdSa ¦f E½fa 145 IZ .½fe. ÀfdIÊ M ¶fiZI S I e

Afg½fS W fgd»fa¦f/dS ´fZ¹fS I S ³fZ ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSXûWXSX SXfdVf 2000.00, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IYf ¸fc»¹f
590.00 ªfe.EÀf.M e. ÀfdW °f, BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf
A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f
28.08.2020 Àff¹fa 05 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX
d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa
Àf¸f¹f 29.08.2020 ´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f
´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf dõX°fe¹f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f
E½fa Àf¸f¹f °fQ³fbÀffS ¶fZ½fÀffB M ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e
ªff¹fZ¦feÔÜ IiY¸f Àfa. 3, d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ
IYf d½f½fSX¯f MXe- 67/20-21:- d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f
£f¯O ¸fZS N IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .½fe. C ´fIZ ³Qi
¸fûQe´fbS ¸f IZ dÀ½f¨f¹ffOÊ ¸fZÔ ´fbS f³fZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f d½fd·f³³f
´fiI fS IZ d¶f£fSm Àff¸ff³f I û B ¢MÐ N f I S A³¹f
À±ff³f ´fS Àfb½¹f½fdÀ±f°f S £f³fZ ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSXûWXSX SXfdVf 2000.00, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IYf ¸fc»¹f
590.00 ªfe.EÀf.M e. ÀfdW °f, BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf
A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f
21.09.2020 Àff¹fa 05 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX
d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa
Àf¸f¹f 22.09.2020 ´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f
´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf dõX°fe¹f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f
E½fa Àf¸f¹f °fQ³fbÀffS ¶fZ½fÀffB M ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e
ªff¹fZ¦feÔÜ IiY¸f Àfa. 4, d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ
IYf d½f½fSX¯f MXe- 68/20-21:- d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f
£f¯O ¶fO ü°f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .½fe. C ´fIZ ³Qi
¶fO ü°f ´fS Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f dÀfa¦f»f ªfZ¶fS f I ¯O ¢M S ¸f`³f
¶fÀf I û ¶fQ»f³fZ E½fa A³¹f Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSXûWXSX
SXfdVf 2000.00, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IYf ¸fc»¹f
590.00 ªfe.EÀf.M e. ÀfdW °f, BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf
A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f
21.09.2020 Àff¹fa 05 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX
d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa
Àf¸f¹f 22.09.2020 ´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f
´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf dõX°fe¹f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f
E½fa Àf¸f¹f °fQ³fbÀffS ¶fZ½fÀffB M ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e
ªff¹fZ¦feÔÜ IiY¸f Àfa. 5, d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ
IYf d½f½fSX¯f MXe- 69/20-21:- d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f
£f¯O ¶fO ü°f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .½fe. ¶fO ü°f-
¸fbS fQ³f¦fS E½fa 220 IZ .½fe. ¶fO ü°f-Vff¸f»fe »ffB ³f
I e Ad±fË¦f IZ ÀfbQÈP eI S ¯f ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSXûWXSX SXfdVf 2000.00, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IYf ¸fc»¹f
590.00 ªfe.EÀf.M e. ÀfdW °f, BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf
A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f
21.09.2020 Àff¹fa 05 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX
d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa
Àf¸f¹f 22.09.2020 ´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f
´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf dõX°fe¹f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f
E½fa Àf¸f¹f °fQ³fbÀffS ¶fZ½fÀffB M ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e
ªff¹fZ¦feÔÜ IiY¸f Àfa. 6 d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ
IYf d½f½fSX¯f MXe-70/20-21:- d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f
J¯O ¶fO ü°f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe. C ´fIZ ³ýi
d³fS ´fbO f IZ ½ffd¿fÊI Af²ffS ´fS ´fdS ¨ff»f³f E½fa
A³fbS Ãf¯f ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSXûWXSX SXfdVf
16000.00, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IYf ¸fc»¹f 1770.00
ªfe.EÀf.M e. ÀfdW °f, BÊ-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf
A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f
21.09.2020 Àffa¹f 05 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊ-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX
d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f Jû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa
Àf¸f¹f 22.09.2020 ´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊ-´fûMÊX»f
´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf dõX°fe¹f ·ff¦f Jû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f
E½fa Àf¸f¹f °fQÐ³fbÀffS ½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e
ªff¹fZ¦feÜ IiY¸f Àfa. 7 d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ
IYf d½f½fSX¯f MXe-71/20-21:- d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f
J¯O ¸fZS N IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe. C ´fIZ ³ýi
´fS °ff´fbS E½fa Ia I S JZO f ´fS 132 IZ .½fe. »ffB³f
´fiûM` ¢Vf³f ´f`³f»f E½fa O ¶f»f R eO S »ffB³f I ³MÑ û»f

´f`³f»f I û ¶fQ»f³fZ ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSXûWXSX
SXfdVf 1000.00, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IYf ¸fc»¹f 295.00
ªfe.EÀf.M e. ÀfdW °f, BÊ-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf
A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f
24.09.2020 Àffa¹f 05 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊ-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX
d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f Jû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa
Àf¸f¹f 25.09.2020 ´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊ-´fûMÊX»f
´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf dõX°fe¹f ·ff¦f Jû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f
E½fa Àf¸f¹f °fQÐ³fbÀffS ½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e
ªff¹fZ¦feÜ IiY¸f Àfa. 8 d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ
IYf d½f½fSX¯f MXe-72/20-21:- d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f
J¯O ¶fO ü°f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe. C ´fIZ ³ýi
JZI O f (¶ff¦f´f°f) IZ ½ffd¿fÊI Af²ffS ´fS
´fdS ¨ff»f³f E½fa A³fbS Ãf¯f ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSXûWXSX SXfdVf 16000.00, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IYf
¸fc»¹f 1770.00 ªfe.EÀf.M e. ÀfdW °f, BÊ-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX
d³fd½fQf A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa
Àf¸f¹f 24.09.2020 Àffa¹f 05 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊ-´fûMÊX»f
´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f Jû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f
E½fa Àf¸f¹f 25.09.2020 ´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊ-
´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf dõX°fe¹f ·ff¦f Jû»f³fZ IYe
d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f °fQÐ³fbÀffS ½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f
I e ªff¹fZ¦feÜ IiY¸f Àfa. 9 d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ
IYf d½f½fSX¯f MXe-73/20-21:- d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f
J¯O ¸fZS N IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe. C ´fIZ ³ýi
Ia I S JZO f IZ ½ffd¿fÊI Af²ffS ´fS A³fbS Ãf¯f ÀfZ
Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSXûWXSX SXfdVf 10000.00,
d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IYf ¸fc»¹f 1180.00 ªfe.EÀf.M e.
ÀfdW °f, BÊ-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ
IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f 24.09.2020 Àffa¹f
05 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊ-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f
·ff¦f Jû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f 25.09.2020
´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊ-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf
dõX°fe¹f ·ff¦f Jû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f
°fQÐ³fbÀffS ½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e ªff¹fZ¦feÜ IiY¸f
Àfa. 10 d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f
MXe-74/20-21:- d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f J¯O ¸fZS N IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe. C ´fIZ ³ýi »fûdW ¹ff³f¦fS (W f´fbO
S ûO ) IZ ½ffd¿fÊI Af²ffS ´fS A³fbS Ãf¯f ÀfZ
Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSXûWXSX SXfdVf 10000.00,
d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IYf ¸fc»¹f 1180.00 ªfe.EÀf.M e.
ÀfdW °f, BÊ-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ
IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f 24.09.2020 Àffa¹f
05 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊ-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f
·ff¦f Jû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f 25.09.2020
´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊ-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf
dõX°fe¹f ·ff¦f Jû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f
°fQÐ³fbÀffS ½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e ªff¹fZ¦feÜ IiY¸f
Àfa. 11 d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f
MXe-75/20-21:- d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f J¯O ¶fO ü°f IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .½fe. C ´fIZ ³ýi ¶ff¦f´f°f IZ ½ffd¿fÊI
Af²ffS ´fS A³fbS Ãf¯f ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSXûWXSX
SXfdVf 10000.00, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IYf ¸fc»¹f
1180.00 ªfe.EÀf.M e. ÀfdW °f, BÊ-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX
d³fd½fQf A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa
Àf¸f¹f 24.09.2020 Àffa¹f 05 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊ-´fûMÊX»f
´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f Jû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f
E½fa Àf¸f¹f 25.09.2020 ´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊ-
´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf dõX°fe¹f ·ff¦f Jû»f³fZ IYe
d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f °fQÐ³fbÀffS ½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f
I e ªff¹fZ¦feÜ A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff, d½fôb°f
´ffSmX¿f¯f ¸f¯OX»f, 130-OXe, kk´ffSmX¿f¯f ·f½f³fll
d½f¢MXûdSX¹ff ´ffIÊY, ¸fZSXNXÜ kkSXf¿MÑXdWX°f ¸fZÔ DYªffÊ
¶f¨ffEall ´fÂffaIY/No. 2342
d½f . ´ f f . ¸ f a ./ETC/¸f Z S XN X/MT/Tender
dQ³ffaIY/Dated 19/08/2020

E-TENDER NOTICE E-Tenders are invited from eligible bidders. Please visit
E-tender portal www.etender.up.nic.in for details/download and for any
other corrections/ amendments/ extensions till the date of submission of
bids. Sl. No. 1 Tender Specification No. Short Term E-Tender No. 27/2020-
21 EUDC MZN Name of Works Repairing work of 33 KV Line and choping
of tree branches under EUDSD-II Muzaffarnagar under EUDD-III,
Muzaffarnagar. Earnest Money (Rs.) 2000.00 Tender Fee (Rs.) 1180.00
(18% ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f) Last Date for online submission of tender document
07.09.2020 Date for opening of tender part-I 07.09.2020 Sl. No. 2 Tender
Specification No. Short Term E-Tender No. 28/2020-21 EUDC MZN Name
of Works Repairing work of 33 KV Line and choping of tree branches under
EUDSD-III Muzaffarnagar under EUDD-III, Muzaffarnagar. Earnest Money
(Rs.) 2000.00 Tender Fee (Rs.) 1180.00 (18% ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f) Last Date for
online submission of tender document 07.09.2020 Date for opening of
tender part-I 07.09.2020 (R.D. Singh) SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
"Save Electricity in the interest of Nation" ´fÂffaI : 1513 dQ³ffaI : 19.08.2020

OFFICE
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

ELECTRICITY URBAN DISTRIBUTION CIRCLE
PASCHIMANCHAL VIDYUT VITARAN NIGAM LIMITED

MUZAFFARNAGAR
Tel. No.: 0131-2621135, E-mail : seeudcmzn@gmail.com

GUJARAT STATE
NARMADA, WATER RESOURCES, WATER SUPPLY

AND KALPSAR DEPARTMENT
E-TENDER NOTICE No. 02 of 2020-21

The Tender is lnvited on behalf of Governor of Govt. of Gujarat by the
office of the Executivse Engineer, Ambica Division, Navsari for (08)
Eight Works ''Renovation & Improvement of existing Irrigation
Infrastructure works'' in B-2 form through online e-tendering system
1. Estimated Cost. Rs. 50 Lac to Rs.138 Lac. (08) Eight - Works
2. Tender UpIoading date & Date 20/08/2020 Up to 18.00 Hours.

Time
3. Tender Downloading date Date 21/08/2020 To

& Time Date 10/09/2020 Up to 18.00 Hours.
4. Physical Documents Date 11/09/2020 To Date 19/09/2020

Submission of EMD Up to 18.00 Hrs. In the office of the
Tender fee & other Executive Engineer, Ambica Division,
Documents during office 2nd floor, Sinchai Bhavan, opp. Tata
hours. bag Near Parsi Hospital, Lunsikui,

Navsari-396445, Phone No:- 02637-258054
5. Tender Opening date for Dt. 21/09/2020 at 12.00 Hrs. In the

online tender received office of the Superintending Engineer,
Surat Irrigation Circle, Near M.T.B.
College, Athwalines, Surat (0261 2668760)

6. For Inquiry Contact Office Executive Engineer, Ambica Division,
Address 2nd floor, Sinchai Bhavan, opp. Tata

bag Near Parsi Hospital, Lunsikui,
Navsari-396445, Phone No:- 02637-258054

The bid documents will be available on web site www.nprocure.com &
www.statetenders.com.
Detail Tender Notice can be seen on office Notice board &
www.statetenders.com For more detail Contact office during working
days & hours. INF/NAV/179/2020

(A Government of Andhra Pradesh Undertaking)

1. The Government of Andhra Pradesh through the Government of India (herein after called “ Borrower”)

has received financing from Asian Development Bank (ADB)towards the cost of Visakhapatnam

Chennai Industrial Corridor Project Tranche 2. Part of this financing will be used for payments for

the following Civil Works Contract Package of the project.

2. The details of these CivilWorks package are as given below: -

ANDHRA PRADESH INDUSTRIAL

INFRASTRUCTURE CORPORATION LIMITED

INVITATION OF BID FOR PROCUREMENT OF CIVIL WORKS UNDER VCIC

O/o. Chief Engineer, APIIC Tower, 9, 10 & 11th Floors, CFC-1, IT Park, Autonagar,
Mangalagiri, Guntur District, Andhra Pradesh - 522 503.

NCB No. VCICDP-T2/APIIC/NCB-AMTZ/2020-21/01 Date : 18-08-2020

Sd/- Chief Engineer,

Andhra Pradesh Industrial Infrastructure Corporation Limited

The Andhra Pradesh Industrial Infrastructure Corporation, Mangalagiri, Guntur District (Employer),

invites sealed bids for Development of internal infrastructure for Ph-ll of Andhra Pradesh Med-

Tech Zone (AMTZ) with the Assistance of ADB under Tranche-2 of VCICDP at Visakhapatnam,

Andhra Pradesh, India. Environmental and Social management aspects also form a component of

the project.

3. National Competitive bidding will be conducted in accordance with ADB’s Single-Stage: Two-

Envelope bidding procedure and is open to all bidders from eligible source countries as described

in the Bidding Document.

4. To obtain further information on the Key Qualifications and inspect and acquire the Bidding

Document, Bidders can download the bid document from www.apiic.in

5. A complete set of bidding documents in English can be downloaded fromwww.apiic.in The cost

of the bidding document Rs. 29,500/- (25,000+GST) should be enclosed along with bid

submission(technical proposal) in the form of demand draft in favor of “APIIC Ltd., Mangalagiri”

which is non refundable.

6. All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security as described in the Bidding Document

7. Interested Bidders may inspect the Bidding Documents and obtain further information from the

Office of the Chief Engineer as per the contact details provided.

8. A pre-bid meeting will be held on 07-09-2020 at 11.30 A.M to clarify the issues on any matter

that may be raised at that stage as stated in ITB 7.4 of ‘Instructions to Bidders’ of the bidding

document.

9. Bids must be delivered in sealed envelopes to the address indicated below on or before 4.00 pm

on 30-09-2020. Late bids will be rejected.

Chief Engineer, APIIC Limited APIIC Tower, 9,10 & 11th Floors, CFC-1, IT Park, Autonagar,

Mangalagiri, Guntur District, Andhra Pradesh-522503, Phone No: 95050 15007,

Email : ce.apiic@nic.in & t.visweswararao@gov.in (84998 76661).

Civil Work

Pkg. No.

1

Name of Works

Development of Internal Infrastructure for Ph-II of Andhra

Pradesh Med-Tech Zone (AMTZ) with the Assistance of

ADB under Tranche-2 of VCICDP at Visakhapatnam,

Andhra Pradesh, India-(VCICDP-T2-AMTZ/01)

Completion Period

(in months):
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CHHATTISGARH RURAL ROADS
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

VIKASH BHAVAN, CIVIL LINES, RAIPUR (C.G.)

NIT No. 548 /TC-T/CGRRDA/2020 Dated-18/08/2020
Chief Engineer (Tender Cell), CGRRDA, Raipur on behalf of
Governor of Chhattisgarh invites package wise bids in electronic
tendering system for Construction & Maintenance of Roads Under
PMGSY-III (Batch-I, 2019-20) sanctioned for different districts of
the state as per B.O.Q. from the eligible contractors / Firms registered
with unified registration system(e-registration) for the works men-
tioned below. Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-pro-
curement:
S. NIT Work Name Rate invited
No No
0l 548 Construction & maintenance of roads Percentage

Under PMGSY-lll (Batch-I, 2019-20) Rate Tender
for 04 number of Roads of length
29.42 kms Total Construction Cost
Rs 1394.63 lakhs & Routine
Maintenance Cost for five years
Rs 117.68 Lakhs.

Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission: The bid
document is available online and should be submitted online in
https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in. The bidder would be required to register
in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of the bids, the
bidder is required to have a valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)
from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities.
Detailed NIT and other details can be viewed on our https://eproc.
cgstate.gov.in from 19.08.2020 from 5:00 PM. In future any related
corrigendum would be seen in the notice section of this website.

Chief Engineer ( Tender Cell)
Chhattisgarh Rural Road Development Agency

Civil Lines, Raipur (C.G.)
26259 E-mail : pmgsyrc4@yahoo.co.in

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

Government of Jammu and Kashmir
SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL
SCIENCES SOURA, SRINAGAR, KASHMIR

Department of Materials Management (Imports Section)
E-mail: ammoimports@skims.ac.in Fax: 0194-2403404

EXTENSION
Subject: 2nd Extension to the eNIT No. SIMS-324-

NIT 08 (Imports) 2020 dated 23.06.2020
(Tender-ID 2020_SKIMS_98805_1) regard-
ing Supply/ Installation, & Commissioning
of Fully Automated Coagulation Analyzer
on reagent rental basis for the Department
of CI. Heamatology SKIMS.

The NIT is hereby extended as per following schedule:

Further amendments if any, shall be uploaded sepa-
rately.

Sd/-
Asstt. Materials Management

Officer, SKIMS

No. SIMS-324-eNIT 08 (Imports)
2020-2573-79-5174-77

Dated: 18.08.2020
SIMS-5176

Last Date of Submission 07.09.2020 upto 4.00 P.M.
of Online Bids

Date of Opening of 09.09.2020 at 12.30 P.M.
Technical Bids

New Delhi
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MEANWHILE

SWISSTOWNGETS ‘CHOCOLATE SNOW’
ResidentsofaSwisstowngotabitofashockwhenitstartedsnowingparticlesofafine
cocoapowderafteraglitchintheventilationatachocolatefactory.TheLindt&Spruengli
companyconfirmedlocalreportsTuesdaythattherewasaminordefect inthecoolingven-
tilationforalineforroasted“cocoanibs”initsfactoryinOlten,betweenZurichandBasel.

WESTASIA

Saudicautiously
welcomesnew
UAE-Israelties
SAUDI ARABIA’S foreign
minister onWednesday
cautiouslywelcomed an
agreement between its
close ally theUnitedArab
Emirates and Israel to es-
tablish full ties and ex-
change embassies. Prince
Faisal bin Farhan said the
deal, which also halted
unilateral annexation by
Israel ofWest Bank terri-
tory sought by the
Palestinians, “could be
viewedaspositive”.Buthe
refrained from outright
backing the move and
stressed Saudi Arabia is
opentoestablishingsimi-
lar relations on condition
that apeaceagreement is
reached between Israel
and thePalestinians. This
was the first public com-
ment by Saudi Arabia on
thedevelopment.

PRINCE FAISAL BIN FARHAN
Saudi Foreign Minister

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

SRILANKA

Cabinetnod
foramending
Constitution
SRILANKA’Snewgovern-
ment has decided to roll
backthe19thAmendment
introduced in 2015 that
curtailedthepowersofthe
President and strength-
ened the role of
Parliament, a move the
ruling Rajapaksa family-
ledSLPPhadpledgedprior
to the general election, a
senior minister said on
Wednesday. Keheliya
Rambukwella, theminis-
ter for Information and
Broadcasting, said, “The
Cabinet has decided to
amend the 19Aby intro-
ducing20A.”Hedidnotdi-
vulgefurtherdetailsabout
theproposedchange.

THAILAND

Policeseek
protesterswho
urgedchange
tomonarchy
THAI AUTHORITIES have
issuedarrestwarrants for
sixactivistswhotookpart
in a demonstration at
which students issued a
10-pointcall for reformof
themonarchy lastweek,
policesaidonWednesday
as students calledmore
protests. The charges
against the sixwere not
overthedemandsmadeat
the protest by thousands
of people at Thammasat
UniversityonAug. 10, but
for breaching internal se-
curity and measures to
stopthespreadofthecoro-
navirus as well as com-
putercrimes.

ANATOLYKURMANAEV,
ISAYENHERRERA&
SHEYLAURDANETA
CARACAS,AUGUST19

PRESIDENTNICOLÁSMaduroof
Venezuelahas tackled thecoro-
navirusmuch as he has any in-
ternal threat to his rule: by de-
ploying his repressive security
apparatusagainst it.
Officials in Venezuela’s gov-

ernmentaredenouncingpeople
whomay have come into con-
tact with the coronavirus as
“bioterrorists” and urging their
neighbors to report them. The
governmentisdetainingandin-
timidating doctors and experts

whoquestionMaduro’spolicies
on thevirus.
Andit iscorrallingthousands

ofVenezuelanswhoarestream-
inghomeafterlosingjobsabroad,
holding them inmakeshift con-
tainmentcentersoutof fear that
theymaybeinfected.
Incommandeeredhotels,dis-

usedschoolsandcordoned-offbus
stations, returningVenezuelans
are forced into crowded rooms
withlimitedfood,waterormasks
andheldundermilitaryguardfor
weeksormonthsforcoronavirus
testsortreatmentwithunproven
medications.
“They tolduswe’re contam-

inated,thatwe’reguiltyof infect-
ing the country,” said Javier

Aristizabal,anursefromthecap-
ital, Caracas, who said he spent
70 days in centres after he re-
turnedfromColombiainMarch.

In one major city, San
Cristóbal, governing party ac-
tivistsaremarkingthehomesof
familiessuspectedofhavingthe

viruswithplaquesandthreaten-
ing themwith detention, resi-
dents said. In another city,
Maracaibo, the police are pa-

trolling the streets in search of
Venezuelanswhore-enteredthe
country without official ap-
proval.NYT

OFFICIALS DENOUNCE THOSE INFECTED AS BIOTERRORISTS

Venezuela deploys security forces in Covid crackdown

DEMOCRATICNATIONALCONVENTION:DAY2

ALEXANDERBURNS&
JONATHANMARTIN
AUGUST19

DEMOCRATS FORMALLYnomi-
nated JoeBiden for theUSpresi-
dency Tuesdaynight, anointing
him as their standard-bearer
against PresidentDonaldTrump
withanextraordinaryvirtual roll
call vote that showcased thecul-
turaldiversityoftheircoalitionand
exposedagenerationalgulfthatis
increasinglydefiningtheparty.
Deniedthechancetoassem-

bleinMilwaukeebecauseof the
coronavirus pandemic,
Democratic activists and digni-
tariescast theirvotes fromloca-
tions across all 50 states, and
from the American territories
and the District of Columbia —
fromtheEdmundPettusBridge
inSelma,Alabama, to the iconic
welcome sign in Las Vegas; and
far beyond to the shores of
Guam,“whereAmerica’sdaybe-
gins”. They offered a grandmo-
saic of personal identities and
experiences, many speaking in
raw terms about their personal
aspirationsandadversities.
Appearingwithhiswife in a

Delaware school after his home
stateputhimoverthetop,Biden
was fetedbyhisgrandchildren.
The second night of the

DemocraticNationalConvention
straddled themesof national se-
curity, presidential accountabil-
ity and continuity between the
past and future leaders of the
party.
TwotributesbyRepublicans

carried particular symbolic
weight for a Democratic candi-
date seeking to appeal across
party lines:ColinPowell, there-
tired general and former secre-
tary of state in the GeorgeW.
Bushadministration,delivereda
message of support for Biden,
whom he had previously en-

dorsed. And CindyMcCain, the
widowof Sen. JohnMcCain, ap-
peared in a video about Biden’s
relationshipwithherhusband.
Jill Biden, the former second

lady, occupied themost promi-
nent speaking slot of the night.
the case that her husband un-
derstood the urgent challenges
facingAmerican families—and
that he had the experience and
character tomeet themoment.
Speakingfromaclassroomat

BrandywineHighSchool,where
she once taught English in the
1990s, Jill Biden described how
thepandemichasdisruptededu-
cation in the country, tearing at
the fabric of families, communi-
tiesandtheeconomynationwide.
“This quiet is heavy. You can

hear the anxiety that echoes
downemptyhallways,”shesaid.
“There’s no scent of new note-
books or freshly waxed floors.
Theroomsaredarkasthebright
youngfacesthatshouldfillthem
are now confined to boxes on a
computer screen.”
“Thedespair inthelinesthat

stretch out before food banks,
and the indescribable sorrow
that follows every lonely last
breath that follows when the
ventilators turnoff.”
Itwas a crisis, Jill Biden said,

that her husband had been
preparing forhisentire life.
“Iknowthatifweentrustthis

nation to Joe, hewill do for your
familywhathedid forours,” she
said.“Bringustogetherandmake
uswhole.Carryusforwardinour
timeofneed.Keepthepromiseof
Americaforallofus.”NYT

JoeBiden,withhiswife Jill andmembersof their family, celebrateafter theroll call vote
duringthesecondnightof theDemocraticNationalConventiononTuesday.AP

JAMESOLIPHANT
WASHINGTON,AUGUST19

US SENATOR Kamala Harris
givesthemostimportantspeech
of her political career on
Wednesdaywhensheaddresses
the Democratic National
Conventionaspresidentialnom-
inee JoeBiden’s runningmate.
The former prosecutor from

California,whomadehistory as
thefirstBlackwomanandAsian-
American on amajor presiden-
tial ticket, isexpectedtoaggres-
sively press the case against
Republican President Donald
Trump’s reelectiononNov.3.
Harriswilllikelyaimtospeak

directly tomillions of women,
young Americans and voters of
color, some of the party’s most
important constituencies if

Biden is todefeatTrump.
The proceedings being at 9

pmET onWednesday (6.30 am
onThursday in India).
Also speaking on the third

nightofthepartyconventionare
BarackObama, thenation’s first
Black president, former
Democratic presidential nomi-

nee Hillary Clinton, who lost to
Trump in 2016, US Senator
Elizabeth Warren and the
Speaker of the US House of
Representatives,NancyPelosi.
Harris gained prominence

forherexactinginterrogationsof
Trump nominees, Supreme
Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh
and Attorney General Bill Barr,
while in theSenate.
Itwillalsogivehertheoppor-

tunity to outline her biography
as a child of immigrants from
India and Jamaicawho as a dis-
trict attorney, attorney general,
senatorandnowvice-presiden-
tial candidate shattered gender
andracialbarriers.
Biden, 77, selected Harris,

55, for his running mate last
week, adding diversity and
generational balance to his
campaign.REUTERS

REUTERS
BEIJING,AUGUST19

CHINA’S MILITARY said on
Wednesday the latest USNavy
sailing near Chinese-claimed
Taiwanwas “extremely danger-
ous”andstirringupsuchtrouble
wasinneithercountry’sinterests.
The US guided-missile de-

stroyer USS Mustin sailed
through the narrow and sensi-
tiveTaiwanStraitonTuesday,the
US Navy said, in what have be-
come relatively routine trips in
recentmonths, though they al-
waysangerChina.
The Eastern Theatre

Command of China’s People’s
LiberationArmysaid its air and
naval forces followedandmon-
itored the US ship throughout
its voyage.
“Anywords or deeds that...

causetrouble intheTaiwanStrait
arenotinlinewiththefundamen-
tal interests of China and the
UnitedStates, harmthewell-be-
ingofcompatriotsonbothsidesof
thestrait,poserealthreatstopeace
andstabilityintheregionandare
extremelydangerous”,itsaid.
Chineseforceswillremainon

high alert at all times to safe-
guard China’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity, it added.
Taiwan’s defence ministry

said the US shipwas on an “or-
dinary mission” and passed
through the Taiwan Strait in a
southerlydirection.

ABDILATIFDAHIR
NAIROBI, AUGUST19

THECAPTAINoftheshipthatran
agroundinMauritiusandspilled
about1,000tonnesofoilintothe
IndianOceanhasbeenarrested,
his lawyer saidonTuesday.
The captain, Sunil Kumar

Nandeshwar,wasarraignedina
district court in the country’s
capital,PortLouis,onthecharge
of endangering the safe naviga-
tionofavessel,anoffenceunder
Mauritianmaritime laws.
Nandeshwar, an Indian na-

tional,wasarrestedalongsidethe
chiefofficeroftheship,TilakRatna
Suboda, a Sri Lankan. The two
were taken into police custody
andwillappearagain incourton
August 25, Ilshad Munsoor,
Nandeshwar’slawyer,said.
The islandnation is still grap-

plingwithhowtoprotectitscoral
reefsandlagoonsafterthespill.
TheMVWakashio,aJapanese-

ownedPanama-flaggedbulkcar-
rier, went off course and
grounded on a coral reef off the
coastofMauritiusonJuly25.Less
than twoweeks later, the ship
started leaking oil, leading to an
ecological disaster that could
have far-reaching consequences
for the country’s food security,
economyandtourism.NYT

WifeJillBiden,ateacher,addresses
educationconcernsamidpandemic

Iknowthat ifweentrust
thisnationtoJoe,hewilldo
foryourfamilywhathedid
forours.Bringustogether
andmakeuswhole.”

JILLBIDEN

In historic speech, Kamala Harris
expected to train fire on Trump

Harris takes thestageon
Day3of theDNC

Democrats officially nominate Biden
in event showcasing party’s diversity

Bill Clinton’s
DNC role shrinks
FEWPEOPLE ever have logged
more time on Democratic
NationalConventionstagesthan
BillClinton.Buthispre-recorded
appearance on Tuesday lasted
less than fiveminutes. Clinton
didn’tmincewords.He tore into
PresidentDonaldTrumprepeat-
edly. But his appearance was
trickyforhisparty,abigfactionof
which is trying to leave behind
thecentristpoliticsoftheClinton
era.The#MeToomovementhas
also forced a re-evaluation of
Clinton’s history of sexualmis-
conductallegations.AP

AOC nominates
Bernie Sanders
REPRESENTATIVEALEXANDRIA
Ocasio-Cortezusedher90seconds
onTuesday at the convention to
nominate fellowdemocratic so-
cialist,SenatorBernieSanders,for
thepresidencyand laud thepro-
gressivemovementhehadhelped
advance. Performing theproce-
dural role that theDNCaskedof
her because Sanders received
somedelegatesbasedonprimary
results,shehailed“amasspeople’s
movementworking to establish
21st-centurysocial,economicand
humanrights, includingguaran-
teedhealthcare...”NYT

Latest US sailing
near Taiwan
was extremely
dangerous: China

SunilKumarNandeshwar
leavesacourtroominPort
Louis,Mauritius,onTuesday
afterhisarrest.Reuters

Indian captain of
ship in Mauritius
oil spill arrested

Mali soldiers oust President after
armed mutiny, promise elections

REUTERS
BAMAKO,AUGUST19

SOLDIERSWHO oustedMali’s
president and government in a
coup promised onWednesday
to oversee elections within a
“reasonable” time, as calls
abroad grew for a swift resolu-
tion toanacutepolitical crisis.
President IbrahimBoubacar

Keita resigned and dissolved
ParliamentTuesdayafterthemu-
tineersdetainedhimatgunpoint,
furtherdestabilisingacountry in
the grip of a jihadist insurgency
andplaguedbyrecentcivilunrest.
FearingKeita’sfallafternearly

sevenyearsinpowercoulddesta-
biliseWestAfrica’sentireSahelre-
gion, the 15-nation Economic
Community of West African
States(ECOWAS)suspendedMali
from its institutions. TheAfrican
Union chairman, South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa, de-

mandedan immediate return to
civiliangovernment.
Themutineers have still not

identified their leader though
themoodinthecapitalBamoko
appearedcalm.
A spokesman for themuti-

neers, calling themselves the

National Committee for the
SalvationofthePeople,saidthey
had acted to prevent further
“chaos,anarchyandinsecurity.”
A Frenchmilitary source in

Paris said the Army submitted
many options in response to
PresidentEmmanuelMacron.

PresidentKeita,detainedatgunpoint,dissolvesParliament

Man drives into
motorcyclists in
Germany ‘terror
attack’, 6 injured

KIRSTENGRIESHABER
BERLIN,AUGUST19

ANIRAQI-BORNmandeliberately
drove his car intomotorcycles
alongastretchofBerlinhighway,
leavingatleastonepersoninlife-
threatening condition inwhat
GermanofficialssaidWednesday
wasaterrorattack.
“According to the current

stateof our investigationweas-
sumethiswasanIslamist-moti-
vatedattack,”Berlin’ssenatorfor
theinterior,AndreasGeisel,said.
“A religiouslymotivated back-
groundcannotbeexcluded.”
Sixpeoplewereinjured,three

of themseverely,when the 30-
year-old man, who was not
namedby authorities, allegedly
droveintoseveralvehicles, inten-
tionally hittingmotorcycles, on
Tuesdayevening,policesaid.
Thecrashesatthreedifferent

locations happened shortly be-
fore7pm. AP

REUTERS
BERLIN,AUGUST19

BELARUSIAN PRESIDENT
Alexander Lukashenko ordered
his police onWednesday to put
down protests in the capital
Minsk, signalling an escalation
after aweek and a half of mass
demonstrationsagainsthisrule.
TheEuropeanUnionheldan

emergencysummitonthecrisis,
rejecting Lukashenko’s re-elec-
tion in adisputedvote onAug9

and announcing financial sanc-
tions against officials the bloc
blames for election fraud and a
crackingdownonprotests.
“Ourmessage is very clear.

Stop the violence,” said Charles
Michel,theEUsummitchairman.
Lukashenko,facingthebiggest

crisis of his 26-year rule, blamed
foreign countries for stirring the
unrestandsaystheprotestersare
funded from abroad. “There
shouldno longerbeanydisorder
in Minsk of any kind,” he was
quotedassayingbystatemedia.

Belarus leader orders
police to quash protests

InJuly,NationalGuardofficersraidedahouseinCaracaswhere
peoplehadbrokenlockdownrulesbyhavingagathering.NYT

Indian students struggle to
access Covid-19 hardship
funds in UK, says study

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON,AUGUST19

SEVERAL INDIAN students have
been struggling to access Covid-
19hardship funds setupbyuni-
versitiestohelpoutinternational
students facing financial con-
straintsamidjoblossesduetothe
coronavirus lockdown, a study
intomigrantstudentshasfound.
TheUnisResistBorderControls

andMigrants’ Rights Network
found a “woeful lack of support
structures” in placewithin UK
highereducationforinternational
studentsinthecountryontheTier-
4visa,withmanytooafraidtoseek
outhelpwhenneededforfearthat

thismayimpactupontheirimmi-
grationstatus.
Inasurveyconductedamong

studentsfrom28countriesacross
31universitiesinJuneatthepeak
ofthepandemiclockdown,54per
cent of the respondents were
fromIndiaandmanyof themre-
portedbeingrejectedforhardship
funds and somehaving to resort
to free food banks to save costs.
“I’vepaidmyfullfeesthisyearbut
I’matriskinpayingrentandfind-
ingmoneyforfoodbecauseofno
job,”saidoneIndianstudentfrom
theUniversityofBedfordshire.
“We don’t have part time

jobsandourfamilymembersare
unabletosupportusinthispan-
demic,”hesaid.PTI

France,USkeepaclosewatch
FRANCEANDtheUS
willbeamongforeign
countrieskeepinga
keeneyeonwhatis
happeninginMali.
Francehasmaintainedakey
roleinMalianaffairsevenafter
thecountry’sindependence
fromtheFrenchin1960.And
theUShasstationedmilitary
advisersinthecountry,which
hasseenyearsof insurgency.
Malihasseencoupsinthepast,

andafteronein2012,a
largepartofthecountry
wastakenoverby
Islamistmilitantswith
tiestoAlQaeda.They

werelaterdrivenawaywith
Frenchmilitaryhelp,butthein-
surgencycontinuesamidcon-
cernthatturmoilinMalicould
leadtoextremistsestablishing
controlofterritorythatcould
thenbeusedasabasefrom
whichtolaunchglobalattacks.

Policeheadtoaprotest site inMinsk.Reuters

EUannouncessanctionsaftersummit

FDA emergency approval of blood
plasma treatment put on hold
LASTWEEK, just as the Food
andDrugAdministrationwas
preparing to issue an emer-
gency authorisation for blood
plasma as a Covid-19 treat-
ment, a group of top federal
health officials including Dr
Anthony Fauci intervened, ar-
guing that emerging data on
the treatmentwas tooweak,

accordingtotwosenioradmin-
istrationofficials. The authori-
sation is on hold for now as
moredataisreviewed,accord-
ingtoHCliffordLane,theclini-
cal director at the National
Institute of Allergy and
InfectiousDiseases. An emer-
gencyapprovalmay still be is-
suedinthefuture,hesaid.NYT

New Delhi



I, GreeshmaCNairW/o
No.15691330N, RankHav.
RajeshT. R/o-Manoj
Nivas,Kottathara
Post,KottatharaVillage,Vythiri
Taluk,WayanadDist,Kerala
State,India, Pin-673122,inform
thatmynamewrongly
recordedArmy recordas
GreeshmaRajesh insteadof
correct nameGreeshmaCNair
asper affidavit.No.18 vol-
I/2020, Dt. 25-Jul-2020.

0040545234-8

AAJJAAYYNEGI S/oMohanSingh
Negi R/oC3/256YamunaVihar
Delhi53 changeddaughter
Harshitamother nameAmita
toAmitaRawat.

0130016434-1

II Falguni D/oHarvinder Singh
R/o-B-2/180YamunaVihar,
Delhi-110053have changedmy
name to Falguni Kapasia,for all
purposes 0040545325-7

II ArmyNo. JC-220701FHony.
Capt. HansRaj S/o Late Sh.
Kashmir SinghR/oV.P.O. Sansai
Tehsil Baijnath, Distt. Kangra-
176088 (H.P) disclosed thatmy
daughter namechanged from
Niyati kumari toNiyati Jamwal
alsoherD.O.B. changed from
03-09-1986 to 17-11-1986 and
mysonnamechanged from
Vikas kumar toVikash Jamwal.

0040545284-1

II Chhoti Kumari D/oSh.Mana
RamMahalaR/o 848, 3rd Floor,
Lajwanti Garden, Near Tihar
Jail, Hari Nagar, NewDelhi-
110064have changedmyname
toAvikaChoudhary for all
purposes. 0040545302-3

II DileepKumar, S/OSohanLal
VermaR/O-4/23, Rama-Vihar,
Block-D,MohammadPurMajri
Delhi-110081,have changedmy
name toDileepKumarVerma.

0040545325-1

II,,SSuuddeesshhW/oHarvinder Singh
R/o-B-2/180YamunaVihar
Delhi-110053,have changedmy
name,fromSudesh toSudesh
Kapasia,for all purposes.

0040545325-6

II,,KKUUMMAARRMACHOTRAS/O
KISHANLALMALHOTRAR/O
HNO.DU-147,VISHAKHA
ENCLAVE,PITAMPURA,DELHI-
110088.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
SUNILKUMARMALHOTRA.

0040545358-8

II,,DDeeeeppaa Jain,W/o-Ashok JainR/o
H.No.-61,YadavPark Extn.
NajafgarhRoad,Nangloi,Delhi-
110041,have changedmyname
toGeeta Jain, Deepa Jain&
Geeta Jain bothare the same
person. 0040545367-1

II,,AAnnjjaallii Joshi,W/O-Jagraj
Singh,D/O-H. D Joshi,r/o-RZ
24,J-block,gali no.2,west
sagarpur,newDelhi-
110046,have changedmyname
fromAnjali Joshi toAashi Kaur
for all futurePurpose.

0040545367-3

II,,AAmmaannPreet SinghSidanaS/o
Kanwaljit Singh,R/o-C-83,Fateh
Nagar,TilakNagar,New
Delhi,have changedmyname
toAmanpreet Singh
Sidana,AmanPreet Singh
Sidana&Amanpreet Singh
Sidanabothare the same
person. 0040545367-2

II,, hitherto knownasVikas
Khan,S/oDharamvir, Residing
atWard.No.15, Safidon,
Distt.JindHaryana-
126112,have changedmyname
andshall hereafter be known
asVikas. 0040545331-6

II,, Yuvraj SinghS/oVeer Singh
R/oWZ-327, Basaidarapur,
NewDelhi-110015have
changedmyname toNishant
Naykpermanently.

0040545331-3

II,, Vimal Kumar S/oSahi Ram
R/o-C-304,Tower-Hights
Apartment, Near,TV-Tower,
Pitampura,Delhi-34,have
changedmyminor son’s name
Vaibhav toVaibhavPartap
Singh. 0040545367-4

II,, VIPEANKUMARKHOSLA,S/O
PREMDASSKHOSLA,H.NO.F-
3/28, KRISHNANAGAR,
SHAHDRA,DELHI-110051,
changedmyname toVIPIN
KHOSLApermanently.

0040545358-1

II,, VEDPARKASHMEHTA,S/O
PIARE LALMEHTA,H.NO-316,
DDA-FLATS, VASANT-ENCLAVE,
VASANT-VIHAR, KUSUMPUR,
DELHI-110057,changedmy
name toVEDPARKASH,
permanently. 0040545325-5

II,, SHAKUNTALAW/ORAJBIR
DAHIYAR/OHNO.47-C,VILLAGE
KAKROI, SONIPAT-131001. HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
SHAKUNTLA. 0040545358-4

II,, SubhashreeNayak,S/o
JogendraKumarNayakR/o-
Fatepur,PO-Gopiakuda,PS-
Kujanga,Dist-Jagatsinghpur,
Odisha-754141,have changed
myname toSubhamNayak,all
purposes. 0040545325-4

II,, ShubhamS/o Jagdish Lal, r/o
3224 Sector 9Abahadurgarh
Distt. Jhajjar (HR)-124507have
changedmynameShubhamto
ShubhamKashyapvide
affidavit dated 19Aug,2020.

0040545339-1

II,, Sanampreet Singh,S/OShri
Harvinder SinghKheraR/O-UP-
33, 2nd-Floor,Maurya-Enclave,
PitampuraDelhi-110034, have
changedmyname to
Sanampreet SinghKhera.

0040545325-3

II Prabal Bajaj S/oSh.Atul Bajaj
R/o F-1/59, Sector-11, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 have changedmy
name toPrabal Atul Bajaj for all
purposes. 0040545302-1

II,, Rubi Biswas, spouseof
No.15788729PRankNK ,name
HimangshuBiswas, a resident
ofVill:- PalashaBari, PO:-
TeteliSara, Teh:- KampurDist:-
Nagoan (Assam)have changed
myname fromRubi Biswas
nowchanged toRubi Dekaraja,
vide affidavit dtd.-17-12-2019

0040545289-1

II,, RADHEYSHYAMS/O JAI
BHAGWANR/ORZ-B/48,B-
BLOCK,OLD JANKIPURI, UTTAM
NAGAR,DELHI-110059.
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
RADHEYSHYAMGARG.

0040545358-7

II,, Prashant S/o Late Subhash
ManchandaR/o-H.NO-106, S.F.,
Gali-2, Govindpuri, Kalkaji,
N.Delhi-19 havechangedmy
name toPrashantManchanda
permanently. 0040545331-2

II,, No.15788729PRankNK, name
HimangshuBiswas, a resident
of Vill:-PalashaBari, P.O:-
Tetelisara, Teh:- Kampur, Dist:-
Nagoan (Assam)have changed
mydaughter’s name from
AsthaBiswasnowchanged to
AasthaBiswasvideaffidavit
dtd.17-12.2019

0040545289-2

II,, PUNEETKHOSALA,S/OVIPIN
KHOSLA,H.NOF-3/28, KRISHNA
NAGAR, SHAHDRA,DELHI
110051, changedmyname to
PUNEETKHOSLA, permanently.

0040545358-3

II,,MOHIT S/oSUKHBIRDAYMA
ADDRESS-VILLAGEKADARPUR-
(84), GURGAON,HARYANA-
122101., Have changedmy
name toMOHITDAYMA.

0040545358-2

II,, Harvinder Singh,S/OShri
Jaswant SinghKhera, R/O-UP-
33, 2nd-Floor,MauryaEnclave,
PitamPura, Delhi-110034,have
changedmyname to
Harvinder SinghKhera.

0040545331-8

II,, DipankarDhoshal S/oKrishna
R/o.H.No.54D, Amar-Colony
Phase-3, KuamruddinNagar,
West-Delhi-110041have
changedmyname toDipankar
Ghosal. 0040545331-5

II,, ChitarlekhaW/oVedPrakash
R/oH.No.513, Near ShivMandir,
Tilpat, Faridabad,Haryana-
121003, have changedmyname
toChironji. 0040545331-4

II,, BabauRamYadav,S/o
Shri.BhothuramJainarayan
Yadav,R/o-B-183,Palam-Extn.
Near-Ramphal-Chowk,Sector-
7,Dwarka,NewDelhi-
110075,have changedmy
name,fromBabauram
BhothuramYadav toBabau
RamYadav,for all,purposes.

0040545325-2

II,, BOBBYS/OManguRamR/OE-
1433 Jahangirpuri, NorthWest
Delhi, have changedmyname
toRajenderKumar.

0040545285-1

II,, BALRAMGARGS/O JAI
BHAGWANR/OHNO.RZ-B/48,B-
BLOCK,OLD JANKIPURI, UTTAM
NAGAR,DELHI-110059.
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
BALRAM. 0040545358-9

II,, Aqeel AhmadQadri S/o
BanneyShahR/o-477, Gali
No.20A, Zakirnagar,
Jamianagar, N.Delhi-25 have
changedmyname toAqeel
Ahmad. 0040545331-1

II,, Ajit KumarMohanLal
Verma,R/O-Late Shri.Mohan
Lal Jai RamVerma,R/O-S-27,
Parampuri,Third-Floor, Uttam-
Nagar,Delhi-110059,have
changedmyname toAjit
Verma. 0040545331-7

II,,MONIAW/OHARJEETSINGH
R/OHNO.4A/3, TILAKNAGAR,
DELHI-110018. HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETOMONIAKAUR.

0040545358-6

II,, ANNUDEVI/ANNUSACHDEVA
W/OASHOKKUMARR/O
HNO.A-1/333A, SECTOR-6,
ROHINI, DELHI-110085.
CHANGEDMYNAMETOSUSHIL
SACHDEVA. 0040545358-5

IIMUSKAND/oAJAYNEGI R/o
C3/256YamunaViharDelhi53
changedmymother name
AMITA toAMITARAWAT.

0130016423-1

II KshetrimayumBireshor Singh
S/O, KshetrimayumLakhibabu
SinghR/oH.no 1400/a 2nd
Floor, RoomS4Gali No.7,Wazir
NagarKotlaMubarakpurNew
Delhi-110003have changedmy
name toBireshor
Kshetrimayum 0040545296-1

II Khushi AroraD/oSh.Kulvinder
SinghAroraR/o FlatNo.1, Plot
No.44, VasundhraAppt., Sec-9,
Rohini, Delhi-110085have
changedmyname toKhushi
KaurArora for all purposes.

0040545302-2

AAJJAAYYNEGI S/oMohanSingh
Negi R/oC3/256YamunaVihar
Delhi53 daughterASHWARIYA
mother namechangedAMITA
toAMITARAWAT 0130016435-1

PPEERRSSOONNAALL

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDDClassifieds

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby
informed that I, Rakesh Kumar
S/o Sh. Nand Gopal R/o C-19,
Netaji Road, Adarsh Nagar,
Delhi- 110033, have lost/
misplaced my original ‘Gift
Deed’ of property No. C-19,
Netaji Road, Adarsh Nagar,
Delhi-33. In case any misuse
of the said Gift Deed been
done further I won’t be held
liable. If anyone find the same
may kindly contact me on
Mobile No. 9312284658

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all public that my client Sh.
Radhey Shayam Sharma age 65 years
S/o Sh. Hari Babu Sharma presently
resident at L - 1- 2064-A Ground Floor
Gali No. 15/4 Sangam Vihar New Delhi -
110080 have severed all relations with
their son namely Nitin Sharma and his
Jyoti Sharma and disowned them from all
their immoveable and moveable property
due to their disobedience and bad
behavior. My client shall not responsible
for their any acts and deeds in any
manner whatsoever.

Sd/-
HIMANSHU LATWAL

Advocate
Delhi High Court

D-1828/2013

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client sh. Ravinder chugh along with his
wife Smt. Shashi bala R/o WZ-1, 3rd floor,
Vishnu park, Tilak nagar, Delhi-110018,
have debarred/disclaimed their son namely
Harender chugh (Hunny) and his wife
Sapna chugh due to their Bad Bahevior,
Violence and harassment. Respectively
from their movable and immovable
properties and have broken down all their
ties and relation due to bad behavior with
them. Accordingly, he desires that the public
is put to notice that Sh. Ravinder chugh will
not be responsible for any debts related to
his son harender chugh and his wife sapna
chugh any of their actions henceforth.

Sd/-
MOHIT BHARDWAJ

ADVOCATE
DELHI HIGH COURT

ENROLMENT NO: D/2597/18

PUBLIC NOTICE
Through this Public Notice that my client,
Smt. Kanta Rani wife of Late N.K.
Makkar resident of 4/50, Nehru Nagar,
New Delhi has debarred her son namely
lnderjeet Makkar son of Late Shri N.K.
Makkar from all her movable and
immoveable properties, assets and
things, due to his disobedient behavior.
Any person deals with him in any
manner who will be sole responsible for
all acts, deeds and consequences.

Sd/-
AJAY SETH
ADVOCATE

Enrol. No. D/71/96 Chamber No. 351,
Lawyer's Block, Saket Court
Complex, New Delhi-110017

Mobile No.: 9811085865

Be it Known to whole world at large
that I, Brij Lal s/o Baijnath r/o G 1/36,
Gali No. 2, Sai Enclave, Mohan
Garden, New Delhi -110059 , have
disowned and disinherited my son,
Ajay Kumar Yadav from all my
movables and immovable properties
situated in India, w.e.f. 20.08.2020.
Henceforth, my son, his wife, his legal
heirs or any person claiming through
him will not have any right, title and
interest in any of my movable and
i m m o v a b l e p r o p e r t i e s w. e . f
20.08.2020. Further, from today, I will
not be responsible for any acts,
actions and deeds committed by him. “

PUBLIC NOTICE

Manoj Kumar Advocate
Chamber No. 620, Rohini Court,

Rohini, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
“MY CLIENT SHRI RAJESH SON OF
LATE SHRI BANWARI LAL RESIDENT OF
HOUSE No.- 1163, GALI No. 11, SADAR
BAZAR, DELHI- 110008, DOES HEREBY
DISOWN AND DISINHERIT HIS SON
SHRI SORAB KUMAR AND DAUGHTER
IN LAW SHRIMATI KAJAL PRESENTLY
RESIDENT OF HOUSE No. 1163, GALI
No. 11, SADAR BAZAR DELHI- 110008
FROM ALL HIS PROPERTIES MOVABLE
OR IMMOVEABLE. MY CLIENT SHALL
NOT BE RESPONSIBLE OR LIABLE FOR
ANY ACTS DEEDS OR THINGS DONE
BY THE SAID SHRI SORAB KUMAR AND
HIS WIFE SHRIMATI KAJAL.”

Sd/- DEVRAJ SINGH (ADVOCATE)
Enrollment No. D-101/1978

Chamber No. 121, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Court Delhi-110084

d 3 4hRLY(2)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to the public at
large that my client Sh.
Pawan Kumar S/o Sh.
Yashpal R/o 296, Vipin
Garden, Nawada, Uttam
Nagar, West Delhi, New
Delhi- 110059, has debarred,
disowned and discard his
relationship with his elder son
Rahul Yadav S/o Sh. Pawan
Kumar, aged about 27 years
and younger Lalit S/o Sh.
Pawan Kumar, aged about 25
years and his wife Smt. Neha
Sharma W/o Sh. Lalit, aged
about 20 years, from all my
movable and immovable
properties due to their bad
behavior and cruel some
attitude and not in the control
of my client. If anybody deals
with them, then he/she will do
so at his/her own risks, costs
& consequences. My client
shall not be responsible for
the same in any manner & in
future.

Sd/- SATISH YADAV
Advocate

CH. No. B-123, Bawa Block,
Opp. Central Hall, TIS Hazari

Courts, Delhi-110054

MMyyoriginal Documents
Perpetual LeaseDeedof
Property-No.C-14,Vishal
Enclave,NewDelhi,has
lost.Finder contact: Rajnish
Kukreja,S/oHarishKukreja
R/o-83,WestAvenue-
Road,Punjabi Bagh,N.D.26,
Mobile.No.9810095287.

0040545331-10

IItt is notified for the information
thatmyoriginal-qualifying
examination-certificate of
main-senior secondary-
examination year-1990,and
Roll.No.281695,issuedbyCBSE
hasbeenactually
destroyed,Nameof
Candidate,GursharanSIngh
Johar,S/O.Raghbir singh
johar,R/O-200,FARMERS-
APARTMENT,SECTOR-
13,ROHINI,NEW-DELHI-110085.

0040545367-5

II,, Umar Jamal S/o-Sh. Shami
AhmedR/o-C.B.-6, Chitrgupt
Vihar,Sec-23, Sanjay
NagarGhaziabad,have Lost
AawasVikriyaVilekh-246
Mansi Vihar,Sec-23, Sanjay
NagarKhasra.No.-941&
953,Bahi-No.-1, Jilnd.No.-454,
written inPage.No.47/51Name
ofRegistry:-RajeshKumar
Pahuja S/o-Sh. Dharmchand.,
FinderContact aboveaddress.

0040545319-1

II deepakpalNotified thatmy
Cbse certificate of class 12th,
year 2013 roll no-9691986, has
been lost plz contact:
8178042951 0050167789-1

II AbrarAhmedS/o-Mohd
Hussaini shopaddress-179
new-sabzi-Mandi okhla
Delhi,have lostmy
shop,allotment-Possession-
letter,demand-letter.If anyone
finds;thesepapers,please
sendme;theaboveaddress.

0040545358-10

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is publicly informed that my client Mr. Jagdish
Lal Gogia S/o Late Mr. Vir Bhan Gogia R/o K-
2/13A, Model Town-II, Delhi hereby declares
that he alongwith Mr. Sharwan Kumar Gogia,
Mr. Krishan Lal, Mr. Kashmiri Lal Gogia Sons of
Late Mr. Vir Bhan Gogia & Mrs. Darshana D/o
Late Mr. Vir Bhan Gogia are the Co-owners of
Shop No. 107, Indra Market, Subzimandi, Delhi.
My client hereby further declares that he have
lost some documents of said property which
includes Agreement to sell & original Sale Deed
Dt. 7.6.1965 both in favour of Lakshmi Fruit Co.
alongwith one General Power of Attorney Dt.
5.2.1979, in favour of Jagdish Lal Gogia and he
has also got a Lost Report for the same, vide LR
No. 494011/2020. Any person/ Bank/ Financial
Institution who founds the same or any person
(except names mentioned above) who claims to
be the owner of the said property in part or full
then he/ she/ they shall contact either my client
at the said property address or me at my
number/address i.e. 9810587572/ Shop No. 4,
RU-BLK, DDA Market, Pitampura, Delhi, within
Seven Days from this Notice, failure of which my
client alongwith other Co-owners have full rights
to use, hold, enjoy, sell, Mortgage, release/
relinquish the same in any manner.

DHIRAJ CHAWLA (Advt.)
Enrl. No. D/2051/08
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E - TENDERING
PRESS NOTICE

The Executive Engineer, CD-XII,
Irrigation & Flood Control
Department, GNCTD Opp. ESI
Hospital, Basai Darapur Office
Complex New Delhi-110027
invites on behalf of the President of
India, online Item rate tender from
approved and eligible contractors
for the following works:-
1. NIT No. EE/CD XII/20-21/01- (ID
No. 2020_IFC_193469_I)- HOA-
2711-A/R & M/O Drains. SW-
Construction of parapet wall on the
left side of Nilothi Distributory from
Keshopur Pump House to Nangloi-
Najafgarh Road in Distt. West. E.C.
Rs. 58,54,122/- Earnest money Rs.
1,17,082/- period of completion 90
Days. (Date of submission &
opening of bid on 24.08.2020 at
3.00 P.M. & 3:30 P.M respectively).
AE-I
2. NIT No. EE/CD XII/20-21/06- (ID
No. 2020_IFC_193470_1)- HOA-
2711-A/R & M/O Drains. SW-
Cleaning of Storm water drain from
Nilothi Road to KSN Drain in Distt.
West. E.C. Rs. 8,97,695/- Earnest
money Rs. 17,954/- period of
completion 30 Days. (Date of
submission & opening of bid on
24.08.2020 at 3:00 P.M. & 3:30 P.M
respectively). AE-I.
3. NIT No. EE/CD XII/20-21/07- (ID
No. 2020_IFC_193471_1)- HOA-
2711-A/R & M/O Drains. SW-
Cleaning of Drain by super sucker
machine from Haryana Border to
PVC Road at village Tikri Kalan in
Distt. West. E.C. Rs. 7,63,041/-
Earnest money Rs. 15,261/- period
of completion 30 Days. (Date of
submission & opening of bid on
24.08.2020 at 3:00 P.M. & 3:30 P.M
respectively). AE-I.
4. NIT No. EE/CD XII/20-21/08- (ID
No. 2020_IFC_193472_1)- HOA-
2711-A/R & M/O Drains. SW-
Construction of parapet wall on the
left side of Nilothi Distributory and
Nilothi Minor from Nangloi-
Najafgarh Road to Ranhola
Bakkarwala Road in Distt. West.
E.C. Rs. 55,48,466/- Earnest
money Rs. 1,10,969/- period of
completion 90 Days. (Date of
submission & opening of bid on
24.08.2020 at 3:00 P.M. & 3:30 P.M
respectively). AE-I.
5. NIT No. EE/CD XII/20-21/09- (ID
No. 2020_IFC_193473_1)- HOA-
2711-A/R & M/O Drains. SW-
Construction of parapet wall on the
left side of Nilothi Minor from Lok
Nayak Puram Road to Sub Minor
No. 10 in Distt. West. E.C. Rs.
45,04,394/- Earnest money Rs.
90,088/- period of completion 90
Days. (Date of submission &
opening of bid on 24.08.2020 at
3:00 P.M. & 3:30 P.M respectively).
AE-I.
Note:- 1) Details of above
mentioned works & eligibility
criteria can be seen and
downloaded from the web site
https://govtprocurement.delhi.
gov.in.
2) Amendment(s)/ alteration(s)/
corrigendum if any, will be
available at website only.
3) EMD in the form of Banker's
Cheque or Demand Draft or Fixed
Deposit Receipt (drawn in favour of
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD XII,
I&FC DEPTT., GNCT OF DELHI)
shall be scanned and uploaded to
the e-tendering website within the
period of bid submission. The
original EMD should be deposited
in the office of EXECUTIVE
ENGINEER, CD XII, I&FC DEPTT.,
GNCT OF DELHI within the period
of bid submission. (The EMD
document shall only be issued from
the place in which the office of
receiving division office is
situated).

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER/CD-XII

DIP/Shabdarth/0233/20-21
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½FZ¹FSX E½Fa A³¹F ÀFF¸Fd¦Fi¹FûÔ IZY IiY¹F WZX°Fb ¸FûWXSX¶FaQ d³Fd½FQF AF¸FadÂF°F dIY¹FF ªFF°FF WX`:-
d³Fd½FQF ªFFSXe IYSX³FZ IYe d°Fd±F :- dQ³FFaIY 14.08.2020
d³Fd½FQF RYF¸FÊ ´FiF´°F IYSX³FZ IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F :- dQ³FFaIY 10.09.2020 Qû´FWXSX 14.00 ¶FªFZ °FIY
d³Fd½FQF RYF¸FÊ ªF¸FF IYS³FZ IYe Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F :- dQ³FFaIY 10.09.2020 Qû´FWXSX 15.00 ¶FªFZ °FIY
d³Fd½FQF JûÕX³FZ IYe d°Fd±F :- dQ³FFaIY 10.09.2020 ÀFF¹Fa 16.00 ¶FªFZ
d½FÀ°FÈ°F d½F½FSX¯F SXFª¹F ³¹FF¹FFÕXd¹FIY d½FÄFF³F ´Fi¹Fû¦F¾FFÕXF dMXIYSXF´FFSXF, ´FbªFFSXe ´FFIÊY IZY ´FFÀF SXF¹F´FbSX (LX.¦F.) d´F³F IYûOX-492001,
QcSX·FF¿F (IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F) 0771-4043342/4069791 A±F½FF IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F IZY ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX www.fsl.cg.nic.in ÀFZ d³Fd½FQF ÀFZ
ÀFa¶Fad²F°F d½FÀ°FÈ°F ªFF³FIYFSXe E½Fa d³Fd½FQF RYF¸FÊ ´FiF´°F (OXFDY³FÕXûOX) dIY¹FF ªFF ÀFIY°FF W`XÜ d³Fd½FQF RYF¸FÊ ÀFa¨FFÕXIY, SXFª¹F
³¹FF¹FFÕXd¹FIY d½FÄFF³F ´Fi¹Fû¦F¾FFÕXF SXF¹F´FbSX IZY ³FF¸F ÀFZ ÷Y. 1000/- (EIY WXªFFSX ÷Y´F¹FZ ¸FFÂF) IYF dIYÀFe ·Fe SXFáÑXe¹FIÈY°F ¶F`ÔIY
ÀFZ ¶F`ÔIY OÑXFµMX ¶F³F½FFIYSX ´FiF´°F dIY¹FF ªFF ÀFIY°FF W`XÜ

WXÀ°FF/-
ÀFa¨FFÕXIY

83096 SXFª¹F ³¹FF¹FFd¹FIY d½FÄFF³F ´Fi¹Fû¦F¾FFÕXF

// d³Fd½FQF //

HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
E-Procurement Notice

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
The Executive Engineer HPPWD Ghumarwin Distt Bilaspur H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the online bids on item rate

bids, in electronic tendering system, of from the eligible class of contractor registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in table.

The bidder are advised to note other detail of tenders from the department website www.hptenders.gov.in
Executive Engineer

Ghumarwin Divn ,
HP-PWD,Ghumarwin

On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh

Sr. Name of Work Estimated Starting Date Earnest Deadline for
No. Cost for down- money submission

loading Bid of Bid

1 907702/- 30-08-2020 18200/- 15-09-2020

2 1230564/- 30.08.2020 25000/- 15-09-2020

3 48192614/- 30.08.2020 500000/- 15-09-2020

4 18366206/- 30.08.2020 216200/- 15-09-2020

5 1620000/- 30.08.2020 33000/- 15-09-2020

2305/HP

C/o link road to vill Behran Kohli ( Sh:- M/T in Km 0/0 to 1/750.)

C/o makri to Chhanjoti road Km 0/0 to 2/250 ( Sh:- C/o 10.00 mtr Span
RCC Slab culvert at RD 1/150.)

C/o Science lab at Degree college Jhandutta ( SH:- C/o Building por-
tion Septic tank i/c WS & SI etc.)

C/o Mukhya Mantri lok Bhawan at Jhandutta in Tehsil Jhandutta ( Sh:-
C/o Building portion septic tank WS&SI etc & Rain water Harvesting
tank

C/o HSC Building at Bhapral ( Sh:- C/o building portion septic tank and
WS &SI)

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

DEPARTMENT OF MATERIALS MANAGEMENT (IMPORTS SECTION)
SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

SOURA SRINAGAR, JAMMU & KASHMIR-190011
E-mail: ammoimports@skims.ac.in, Fax No: 0194-2403404

e-NIT No.: SIMS-324-NIT 10 (IMPORTS) OF 2020

DATED: 19.08.2020
Subject: Abbreviated Notice Inviting e-Tenders for Supply of RT-PCR

Kits & VTM for COVID-19 Screening.
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, e-

Tenders under Two Bid System are invited through Director Sher-I-Kashmir lnsti-
tute of Medical Sciences from Original Manufacturers/their Authorized
Distributors/ Dealers for supply of RT-PCR Kits & VTM for COVID-19 Screening
as per following:

The detailed tender document is available on www.jktenders.gov.in & on
SKIMS website www.skims.ac.in. The NIT schedule is as following:

Complete bidding process will be online on e-Tendering portal www.jkten-
ders.gov.in & the tenders should be submitted strictly in accordance with the
provision of the detailed NIT.

Sd/-
Asstt. Materials Management Officer

SKIMS

Tender Fee Rs. 1,000.00

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) Rs, 1,00,000.00

Last Date for Submission of Online Bids 31.08.2020 till 06.00 P.M.

Opening of Technical Bids 01.09.2020 at 12.30 P.M.

No. SIMS-324-eNIT 10 (Imports) 2020-2580-85-5169-73
Dated: 19.08.2020
SIMS-5172

Sr. No. Item Description Tentative required Quantity

1. VTM 50,000 Nos.

2. SARS-CoV-2 RT-PCR Kit 2,00,000 Reactions

ROPEWAYS AND RAPID TRANSPORT SYSTEM
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION H.P. LIMITED (RTDC)

ON BEHALF OF

SHIMLA SMART CITY LIMITED

NOTICE

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
The Chief General Manager, RTDC on behalf of Shimla Smart City Limited

invites the Online bids on EPC tender for the under mentioned work from the eli-
gible Contractors/Firms.

Availability of bid document and mode of submission: The Bid document
shall be available on website http://hptenders.gov.in & www.rtdchp.org as per key
dates schedule provided as under. The interested bidders may download the
Tender document and other instruction can be downloaded from HP Tender web-
site https://hptenders.gov.in and submit their bids online on
https://hptenders.gov.in.

Downloaded Bid Document should not be tempered and if any such tempering
is detected before or after the opening of bids, his tender will be rejected/can-
celled. Detailed drawings/ specification, terms and conditions can be seen in the
bid document.

Sd/-
(Er. Rohit Thakur)
General Manager,

Ropeway & Rapid Transport System
Development Corporation, H.P. Ltd.

US, Club, Shimla-1
E-Mail: cgmrtdchp@gmail.com

Telephone No. 0177-2811001, 2811003

Sr. Name of Work Estimated EMD Cost of Eligibile Time for
No. Cost (INR) Tender Class of Completion

inclusive of (INR) Contractors
GST (INR)

1. 4.50 Crore 9.00 10,000+ Appropriate 9 Months
Lakh GST Class in

State/Indian
Railways

Engineering, Procurement and
Construction of 1 No. Foot Over
Bridge (FOB) at Lift Point in
Shimla (64 m Bridge Cable Stayed
Bridge and 40 m of Steel FOB)

1 Date of online Publication 25.08.2020 at 5.00 P.M.

2 Downloading of e-tender 25.08.2020 at 5.00 P.M. to
15.09.2020 upto 5.00 P.M.

3 Last Date of Submission of e-tender 15.09.2020 upto 5.00 P.M.

4 Date of Opening of Technical Bids 16.09.2020 at 03.00 P.M.

RTDC-2959-64

New Delhi
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`54,269

RUPEE
`74.82

OIL
$45.33

SILVER
`53,112

Note:Gold, silverratesatDelhi spotmarket;goldper10g, silverper1kg;Brentcrudeasof2200IST

Internationalmarketdatatill1900IST

Sl. No Tender Inviting Authority Specification No. Total
1 CE/MTS 002 1
2 CE/Hydro (HE 2388 Due Date Extension) 1
3 CE/MTPS-II (06 Due Date Extension) 1

4 SE/Transmission-II T-2163 1
For details of works/Procurement/Due date of submission/opening
Corrigendum, Due date extension, viewing and downloading of e-tenders,
please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.inwww.tantransco.gov.in,
www.tenders.tn.gov.in,www.tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app,

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (E-TENDERING PROCESS)

DIPR/3091/TEnDER/2020

TAMIL NADU GENERATION AND DISTRIbUTION CORPORATION LTD.

TAMIL NADU TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LTD.

No. MESCOM/SEE(P)/EEE(P)/2020-21 / 5987 Date: 17.08.2020

MANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED
(A Government of Karnataka undertaking)

Corporate Office, MESCOM Bhavana, Kavoor Cross Road,
Bejai, Mangaluru - 575004. Ph: 0824-2885795 E-mail : sepmescom@rediffmail.com

TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through e-Procurement Portal Only)

CIN: U40109 KA 2002 SGC 030425

Name of the Materials proposed
for Procurement Quantity

Sd/- Superintending Engineer (Ele.) (Proc.) MESCOM, Mangaluru

1 Set

Tender No.

For Power Related Complaint & Assistance Call Toll Free Number 1912

ªÉÄ¸ÁÌA

MESCOM

The interested eligible bidders may log on to :
www.eproc.karnataka.gov.inon or after 21.08.2020.

MESCOM invites tender for Design, Manufacture, Testing, Supply and
Commissioning of the following material:

MESCOM/
2020-21/
IND700

Distribution Transformer Test Bench,
suitable for testing of 1 phase and

3 phase, 50 Hz, 11kV/433 volts Distribution
Transformers from 5 KVA to 500 KVA.

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,AUGUST19

DESPITEAmovetowardsunlock-
ing the economy, the restaurant
industryisonlyoperatingat8-10
per cent of thepre-COVID levels,
with the slump largely being on
accountofmarketsbeinginlock-
down, consumers not stepping
out due to fear of transmission
and restaurants not openingup,
evenifthecityisnotinlockdown,
areportbyZomatosaid.
Notably, the report pointed

out, even in citieswhere restric-
tionshavebeenlifted,only17per
cent dining out restaurants are
openforbusinessatthemoment,
whicharealsorunningatlowca-
pacity. Among themajor cities
whererestaurantsareallowedto
open for dining out, only 9 per
centofeateriesareopeninChenn-
ai,12percentinDelhi,19percent
inBengaluru,21percentinHyde-
rabadand29percentinKolkata.
“Ofthe83percentrestaurants

thatarenotopenforbusiness,10
percenthavealreadyshutdown

permanently andwe anticipate
anadditional30percentrestaura-
ntstonotreopenatall.Remaining
43per cent are closed rightnow
butlikelytoopen,asthesituation
becomesbetter,”thereportnoted.
Contrarily,Zomatoreportedits

food-delivery business clocking
75-80percentofpre-COVIDgross
merchandise volumes (GMV).
“Some areas in some cities are
clockinghigherGMVthanbefore
(affluent neighbourhoods no
longer fear contagion from food
delivery,andarecombininghome
entertainmentwithoutsidefood).

Predictably, residential areas are
doing 50 per cent better than
commercialareas.Restaurantsin
andaroundcommercial districts
areexpectedtotakethelongestto
recover,” the report said, adding
thatsporadiclockdownsinsome
citiesdisruptbusinessasusualfor
a fewdaysbutdelivery volumes
bouncebackassoonastheselock-
downsarelifted.
It said thenumber of restau-

rantsofferingdeliveryisat70per
centofpre-COVIDlevels,ofwhich
about5percentdidnotofferfood
deliveryservicespre-COVID.

5000

4000

3000

2000

1000

Bengaluru DelhiNCR Hyderabad Kolkata Chennai

19%

81%

12%

88% 21%

79%

29%

71%

9%

91%

R
es
ta
ur
an
ts
Su
rv
ey
ed

Data isonly for citieswhere restaurantsareallowed toopen fordiningout

DININGOUTRESTAURANTS: STATUS
■Notopenforbusiness
■Openforbusiness

‘Only 17% of restaurants open, industry
operating at 8-10% of pre-COVID levels’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,AUGUST19

TERMINGTHEcurrentminimum
wage fixing criteria in the draft
minimumwagerulesasambigu-
ous,theInternationalLabourOrg-
anization(ILO)inadiscussionpa-
per has called for refining of the
rulesandsuggestedrelyingonthe
evidence-basedapproachassug-
gestedby theexpert committiee
ondeterminingthemethodology
for fixing thenationalminimum

wageearlier.
“Thewagerulesdonotoutline

theexactcriteriaandmethodsfor
fixationoffloorwageratesbythe
Central Government, except for
stating somebroad components
such as food, clothing, housing
andanyotherfactors...India,with
morethan70yearsofexperience
in implementationofminimum
wage regulation and24years of
implementing theNFLMW,can-
notaffordto leavethefloorwage
fixationcriteriaambiguousinthe
wagerules,”thepaper,co-author-

edby ILOWageSpecialistXavier
Estupiñan,VVGiriNational Lab-
ourInstitute’sfacultyAnoopSatp-
athyandIndianEconomicService
officerBikashK.Malick,said.
The Expert Committee had

earlierrecommendedsettingthe
national floorwageatRs375per
day (Rs 9,750permonth) as per
July2018prices,whichifnowup-
datedtoJanuary2020prices,will
beRs413perday (10,738rupees
permonth), itsaid.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Minimum wage criteria rules ‘ambiguous’: ILO paper

BRIEFLY
Bondsale:SBI
raises`8.9Kcr
Mumbai:StateBankofIndia
(SBI)hasraisedRs8,931cro-
reviaTier-2bondsale,with
6.80percentinterestrate.

CCIrelieffor
WhatsAppUPI
NewDelhi:TheCompetition
Commission of India (CCI)
rejected claims ofWhats-
Appusing itsdominantpo-
sition to gainmarket in the
digitalpaymentssector.ENS

NPCIarmfor
globalmarkets
NewDelhi:TheNationalPay-
mentsCorporationof India
(NPCI)Wednesdayannoun-
ced launch of a subsidiary
NPCI International Paym-
ents Ltd (NIPL) for its inter-
nationalgrowthambitions.

Tradingin
G-TAMatIEX
NewDelhi: Indian Energy
Exchange(IEX)Wednesday
saiditwill launchtradingin
green term-aheadmarket
(G-TAM)onFriday, as it has
received power regulator
CERCnodforthesame. PTI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,AUGUST19

THEDEPARTMENTof Telecommunications (DoT)
has opposed the resolution plan of Anil Ambani’s
Reliance Communications (RCom) and Reliance
Telecom,onthegroundsthatitwillnotbeabletore-
coveritsduesunderthecurrentresolutionproposal
approvedbythecommitteeofcreditors(CoC).
TheNationalCompanyLawTribunalWednesday

askedDoT to submit its objections inwriting by
August21.TheDoThasclaimedadjustedgross rev-
enue (AGR)dues fromRComof Rs25,199.27 crore,
andclaimedthatRCom’sdeferredliabilityforspec-
trumpurchasedbetween2014-2016amountstoRs
1,597.68crore, asonOctober2019.Thecurrent res-
olutionplan,approvedbyCoCinMarch,entailsreal-
isationofaroundRs23,000crorefromsaleofRCom
assetsandclawbackofmoneypaidtosomelenders.

DoT opposes RCom
resolution plan, says won’t
be able to recover its dues

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,AUGUST19

THE GOODS and Services Tax
(GST) Council will hold its 41st
meetingonAugust 27 todiscuss
thesingle-pointagendaofcomp-
ensationtostatesforrevenuelos-
sesundertheindirecttaxregime.
Severaloptionsincludingexpand-
ing the ambit of compensation
cess,market borrowing to fund
compensationdeficit alongwith
a futureplan for rate rationalisa-
tionbeginningfromcorrectionof
invertedduty structure for some
itemsareexpectedtobediscussed
inthemeeting,officialssaid.
Themeetingisexpectedtosee

a tussle between states and the
Centre,astheyhavealreadyvoic-
eddifferingopinionson thepro-
posalformarketborrowing.Aleg-

alopinionbytheAttorneyGeneral
of India is learnt to haveput the
ballsquarelyintheCentre’scourt,
stating that the Centre does not
havetheobligationtopayforrev-
enueshortfallandtheCouncilcan
recommendtotheCentretoallow
thestates“toborrowonthestren-
gthofthefuturereceiptsfromthe

compensation fund”, with the
centralgovernmenttotakethe“fi-
naldecisioninthematter”.
States, on theotherhand, are

oftheviewthatthecompensation
fund is unlikely to have enough
funds, so it won’t have enough
funds to cover for theborrowing
by states. Someof themhave in-
stead suggested raising tax rates
andbringingmoreitemsintothe
ambit of compensation cess to
shoreuprevenues.
States such as Punjab, Kerala

andBihararenot in favourofbe-
ingaskedtoborrowtobridgethe
revenuegap,whichwill be then
repaid from the compensation
cess fund. Punjabhas suggested
fivemeasures—ad-valoremcom-
pensation cess to factor in infla-
tion, subsuming central excise
duty on cigarettes and tobacco
products in compensation cess,

settlementofpendingIGSTdues,
bringing back certain items into
the28percenttaxslab,andinclu-
sionofservicesconsumedbyrich
inthetopmost28percentslab—
aspossiblesolutionstoreducethe
revenue gap andhence thebur-
den of compensation to states.
Therestoftheshortfallincompe-
nsationcouldbethenpaidbybor-
rowingbytheCentre.
Bihar has also said that bor-

rowingby states or theCentre, if
toberepaidfromthecompensa-
tioncess fund, isnot feasibleand
that theCouncil should consider
raisingGSTrates,soonerorlater.
OnAugust1,FinanceMinister

NirmalaSitharamansaidtheAtto-
rneyGeneral’sviewonGSTcom-
pensationwas sought after con-
sultation with states and a
meetingof theCouncilwouldbe
heldtodiscussthelegalopinion.

41STMEETINGSLATEDFORAUGUST27

THERESOLUTIONofcom-
pensationissuehasbeen
pendingsinceOctober
last.Somestateshavesug-
gestedthattheCouncil
should,soonerorlater,
considerraisingtaxrates.

Someseek
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GST Council meet: Centre-states tussle likely over compensation

POWERMINISTERRKSINGHSAYSHISMINISTRYHASSUGGESTEDOVER300UNITSFOREXTENSION

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,AUGUST19

AWORKINGGroupsetupbythe
InsuranceRegulatoryandDevelo-
pmentAuthority of India (Irdai)
has recommended setting up a
Section8 company,with theob-
jective of promoting safety and
lossprevention.
“The company should focus

on creating an environment of
safetyandlosspreventionamong
industries, businesses, insurers
andsociety,”thepanelsaid,addi-
ngitshouldbefundedbyIrdaiand
thegeneralinsurance.ASection8
companyisregisteredforcharita-
bleor ‘not-for-profit’purposes.
The panel said the company

shouldnotbedirectlyinvolvedin
commercialactivitieslikeriskin-
spection, tracing of cargo, cargo
supervision, route surveys, etc.
These activities should be left to
private business units and these
unitsneedtobeaccreditedbythis
institution, itsaid.

Loss prevention:
Irdai panel proposes
Section 8 company

Sebi proposes tighter relisting
norms for CIRP companies
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,AUGUST19

THE8,764percentriseinthesharepriceof
Ruchi Soya Industries, after theCorporate
InsolvencyResolutionProcess (CIRP), has
promptedSebitoproposestringentrelisting
guidelines. In adiscussionpaper, Sebihas
proposedthreeoptionsforCIRPcompanies
toincreasepublicfloatatquickertimelines.
Under option1, post-CIRP, companies

shouldbemandated toachieveat least10
per cent public shareholdingwithin six

monthsand25percentwithin3yearsfrom
thedateofbreachofminimumpublicshare-
holdingnorm.Thesecondoptionproposes
post-CIRP, firms should bemandated to
haveatleast5percentpublicshareholding
attimeofrelisting.Suchfirmsmaybegiven
12months toachievepublic shareholding
of 10 per cent and further 24months to
achievepublicshareholdingof25percent.
Option three stipulatespost-CIRP, compa-
niesshouldbemandatedtohaveatleast10
percentpublicshareholdingattimeofrelist-
ing. Such companiesmay be provided 3
yearstoachieveMPSof25percent.

Loans worth
`8.4 lakh crore
may enter recast
scheme: Report

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, AUGUST19

LOANS WORTH Rs 8,40,000
crore, or 7.7per cent of the total
bank credit, of corporates and
non-corporates, includingretail,
agri, micro, small andmedium
enterprises segments, are likely
to get restructured under the
ReserveBankofIndia’sproposed
loan restructuring scheme to
bring down COVID-related
stress, according to an India
Ratings report.
AtleastRs2,10,000crore(1.9

percentofbankingcredit)of the
non-corporateloansarelikelyto
undergo restructuring, which
would have otherwise slipped
into non-performing assets,
IndiaRatingssaid.Whilethesix-
monthmoratorium on loan re-
paymentswillendonAugust31,
theRBIhasallowedbankstore-
cast loanswhichwereclassified
asstandardasonMarch1,2020.
The RBI-appointed Kamath
panel isworking out the details
of the recastplan.
TotalbankcreditasonJuly31

is Rs 102.65 lakh crore, accord-
ing to theRBIdata.
The total figure could be

higher if restructuring in non-
corporatesegmentsexceeds1.9
percentof the totalbankcredit.

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI,AUGUST19

WITHSEVERAL thermal power
plants likely tomiss the govern-
ment’s2022deadlineforinstalling
equipmenttominimisepollution
fromtheiroperations,theMinistry
of Power is recommending that
thedeadlinebeextendedbyupto
twoyearsforover300suchunits.
The recommendationwasmade
lastweekinalettertotheMinistry
of Environment, Forests and
Climate Change (MoEF), said
PowerMinisterRKSingh.
“I believe it (theextension) is

necessary,” theMinister toldThe
Indian Express in an interview,
adding the final decisionwill be
takenbytheMoEFand,inspecific
cases,theSupremeCourt.
Of atotalof 448units thatare

planned for flue-gasdesulfuriza-
tion (FGD) systems—which re-
movesulphurdioxide(SO2)from
exhaustfluegases—theMinistry
is recommending322witha ca-
pacity worth 1 lakhmegawatt
(MW)foranextension,according
totheMinister.TheMinistryis“not
touching” cases pending at the
Supreme Court and instances

whereCentral PollutionControl
Boardhasimposedpenalties.
“We are not recommending

twoyearsforeverybody.Thereare
somecaseswherewearenotrec-
ommending(anextension)where
they are already inprogress,” he
said.“...Differentcategorieswillre-
quiredifferenttimelinesforexten-
sion,”headded.
Theprocessofcommissioning

FGDforthermalcapacityhasbeen
conducted ina“phased”manner
thatconsistsof a feasibilitystudy,
followingwhichtenderspecifica-
tions are made and Notices
InvitingTenders are issued. Bids
areawardedbasedonthis,follow-
ingwhichFGDiscommissioned.
Of the 448units comprising

nearly1.70lakhMWcapacity,fea-
sibilitystudieswereyettostart in
around10unitsconsistingof3,560
MWas onAugust 11. Of the re-
maining 438, feasibility studies
hadbeen conducted on around
416units (1.57 lakhMW), tender
specificationsmade for329 (1.31
lakhMW), NITs issued for 294
(1.20lakhMW)andbidsawarded
for 130units (58,000MW). FGD
hasbeencommissioned for four
oftheseunits(1,740MW).
India’s green push has been

bluntedsomewhatduetothefee-
bleprogressinaddressingtheen-
vironmentaldamageonaccount
ofthecountry’smassivefleetofag-
ing and inefficient coal- and lig-
nite-fuelledthermalpowerplants,

mostofwhicharehighlypolluting
intermsofcarbondioxideandSO2
emissions.Thismovetopushthe
deadline comesat a timenewer,
cost-efficientandlesspollutingsu-
percritical thermal plants are
strugglingtogetcustomersorcoal,
whiletheinefficient,highlypollut-
ing andagingplants continue to
sellcostlypowerundertheprotec-
tionoflong-termpowerpurchase
agreementstodiscoms.
In June 2017, the Power

MinistryhadinformedtheEnviro-
nment Ministry that 165.9 gi-
gawatts(GW)of187.1GW—or89
per centof thecountry’s existing
coal-basedpowercapacity—were
notincompliancewithSO2emis-
sionlimitsnotifiedin2015.
Even though the2015norms

stated all existing coal-based
plants need to follow emission
limits byDecember 7, 2017, the
Ministry stated it would take
“seven years” to “retro-fit” FGD
systemsintheexistingcapacity.It
hadalsostatedthattheremaining
19.9GWof the aforementioned
165.9GWcapacityeitherdoesnot
have“space”oris“notinterested”
ininstallingFGDsystems.
Whileprogressingettingther-

malplantstoinstallFGDsystems,

includingdrawingupthescheme,
holdingbidsandplacingworkor-
ders, happened after 2017 “in a
large number of cases”, several
thermal units have been facing
challenges,aspertheMinister.
“Onemajor issue is that of fi-

nancing.Thebankswerereluctant
tofinance...becausetheysaidthat
therehas tobe a visibility of en-
hancedtariffonaccountofthead-
ditional investmentwhich is be-
ingmade,which is almostRs55
lakhpermegawatt,”saidSingh.
Another issue relates to the

government’sMakeinIndiapush
andtheensuingrequirementfora
largeproportionofvalueaddition
in capacity to be domestically
sourced.“TheCOVID-19lockdown
is anothermajor factor...that is
about aminimumof sixmonths
inwhich thatmuchextension is
necessary,”headded.
Paradoxically,whilebeing in-

efficient, old coal/lignite thermal
powerplantsareoperationallyin-
flexibleandnotcapableofquickly
changing their output (ramping
upordown) in tandemwith the
REgenerationsgivingvaryingout-
puteachtimeoftheday.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Withmostthermalplantslikelytomisscleanenergy
deadline,PowerMinrecommendsbreatherupto2yrs

RajivGandhiThermalPowerPlantatKhedar(HaryanaPower
GenerationCorporationLtd) inHisar,Haryana.Express file

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,AUGUST19

UNIONENVIRONMENTMinister
PrakashJavadekarsaidtheCabinet
hasapprovedtheproposalforleas-
ing out Jaipur, Guwahati, and
Thiruvananthapuram airports
through the PPPmodel. Adani
Enterpriseshadwontherightsto
run six airports — Lucknow,
Ahmedabad, Jaipur,Mangaluru,
Thiruvananthapuram, and
Guwahati — through the PPP
modelafteracompetitivebidding
processinFebruary2019.
In July 2019, the Cabinet ap-

provedtheproposalforleasingout
the other three airports —
Ahmedabad, Mangaluru and
Lucknow—toAdaniEnterprises.
At a press conference on
Wednesday,UnionEnvironment
Minister Prakash Javadekar said
theCabinethasapprovedthepro-
posal for leasing out Jaipur,
Guwahati,andThiruvananthapu-
ramairports through thepublic-

privatepartnership(PPP)model.
The Cabinet also approved a

one-time relaxation to Power
Finance Corporation and Rural
ElectrificationCorporationforex-
tending loans todiscoms.Asper
therelaxation,discomscanavail
loans beyond the earlier limit of
aworking capital cap of 25 per
centoflastyear’srevenuesunder
the Ujwal DISCOM Assurance
Yojana(UDAY).

UnionEnvironment
MinisterPrakashJavadekar
atapressconference inNew
DelhionWednesday.PTI

Cabinet okays proposal for
leasing out 3 more airports

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,AUGUST19

INDIA NEEDS to focus on the
growth of fixed line and broad-
bandservicesaswirelessconnec-
tivity can have continuity and
speedissues,TelecomRegulatory
AuthorityofIndia(Trai)Chairman
RSSharmasaidonWednesday.
Thecountrymusttreatbroad-

bandservice connectivityonpar
with other essentials likewater
and electricity, Sharma said,
addingrightofwayruleswillhave
tobemodifiedtogivebetteraccess
tofixedlineservices.

‘Need to treat
fixed line services
on par with
water, electricity’

Apple 1st publicly listed US
co to top $2 tn in mkt value
REUTERS
NEWYORK,AUGUST19

APPLE INCbecame the first pub-
licly listedUScompanywitha$2
trillion stock market value on
Wednesday. Shares in the com-
panyhave surged sinceblowout
quarterly results in July that saw
the iPhonemaker eclipse Saudi
Aramcoastheworld’smostvalu-

able listedcompany,upabout57
percentinvaluesofarin2020.
Themovesreflectgrowingin-

vestor confidence inApple’s shift
towards relying less on sales of
gadgets andmoreonservices for
itsusers.WithAmazon,Microsoft
andGoogle-ownerAlphabet, all
nowworth around$1 trillionor
more, thebigUS techcompanies
are together worth more than
$6trillion.

New Delhi
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PSG ENTER FINAL
Paris St Germain reached their first ever Champions League final
with a 3-0 win over RB Leipzig on Tuesday, inspired by Argentine
Angel Di Maria.

Thought & bowled Dhoni
WristspinnersYuzvendraChahalandKuldeepYadavonhowMSD’sguidancefrombehindthestumpswasvitalforthembeingabletooutwitbatsmentimeandagain

DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI, AUGUST19

MAHENDRASINGHDhoni’sinternationalre-
tirementwould leave an empty feeling in-
side all those who have shared a dressing
roomwiththelegendarywicketkeeper-bats-
man. But perhaps nonemore so than the
wrist-spin duo of Yuzvendra Chahal and
Kuldeep Yadav, forwhom the former India
captainwas friend, philosopher and guide,
allrolledintoonepackage.ItwasDhoniwho
orchestrated their everymove frombehind
thebatsmanandhelpedthemmature,both
onandoff the field.
Dhonishowedthemwhattheydidn’tsee.

He gave themwings to fly, andmade them
believe they can soar. On their own. It in-
volved scolding, hand-holding, cajoling,
praising, silent nods of appreciation and
mentoring,bothonandoff the field.
An emotional Kuldeep first talks about

thepresence.Hefirstsetsupthesceneforus.
Picturearampagingbatsman,abig-nameof
your choice, staring across the pitch as you
ambleintobowl,hisbodylanguagescream-
ing violence is on his mind. What did
Kuldeepseeat thatmoment?
“Thebatsmancanbeahugenamebutthe

manstandingbehindhimisthemostimpos-
ing figure (Batsmankitnabhibadaho,us-sey
peechhe khada aadmi sabse bada hai),”
Kuldeep says. Any nervousness ballooning
in themind is punctured. “I always felt as if
my coach is standing there and tellingme
whattodo.Chahalandmewerelikesoldiers
waitingforMahibhai’sorders.Whateverhe
said we just followedwithout asking any-
thing.”
Chahalsaystrustwasthekeyfactorinthis

guru-shishyarelationship.“Weusedtotrust
him blindly, because he knewwhat is hap-
pening. Hewas getting a complete picture
(frombehind thestumps),”Chahal says.
Both personalise it with on-field anec-

dotes.Themomentswhentheirdoubtswere
castasidebyDhoni’sinvisiblehand.Kuldeep
against the always-keen-to-attack Glenn
Maxwell andChahalvs two left-handers, in
theorynot soeasy fora leg-spinner.
Kuldeep, first. “It was a game in Nagpur

Januarylastyear.Maxwellwasingoodform,

battingaggressively.”Nottoworry,Dhonihai
na. “He kept tellingme, keep it away from
him,andkeepitflat(“is-seydurrakhna, letaa
ke rakhna”). The idea was that Maxwell
shouldbereachingoutfortheball,nottofeed
himanythingtoocloseortooflightytoswing
hisarmsto the legside.Also, Ihad tokeep it
inthesamearea.”Kuldeepplayedonthepa-
tienceandegoof thedasher.
Australia needed 129 from little over 26

overswhenMaxwellcamein.Notmuch.The
required run ratewas under five, less than
their ongoing run rate, and they had seven
wicketsinhand.Basically,wicketswerewhat
India needed. Maxwell started patiently,
choosingtosettlein,reachingtwofromnine
balls when Kuldeepwas brought back into
theattack.
Dhoni is on Kuldeep’s earwith his plan.

And so, the chinaman bowler starts with
three googlies – the quickest hands behind
the stumps evenwhip off the bails once in
anabortedstumpingappeal. Theoverends.
Nextover,moreofthesame.“Durrakhna,

letaa ke rakhna” (Away and flattish). Two
more googlies. Then comes the real leta ke
rakhna ball. And this time, Kuldeep had
pulledback the length just a touchandgets
ittoskidalongasatied-downMaxwelllooks
tobreakfreewithanattemptedpull.Mistake.
The stumps are pegged back. Kuldeep feels
heowesthatwicket toDhoni. “Ibowledfive
ballsaroundthesameareaandthesixthball,
hewenttoplayacrossandwasbowled.”The
planhadworked.
Now, Chahal steps in with his stories.

February 2018 at Centurion in SouthAfrica.
His first five-wicket haul. He cues up the JP
Duminydismissal.
“Duminywas sweeping a lot.” Not just

againsthim,buttoKuldeepaswell. “WhenI
came to bowl, Mahi bhai said, ‘just bowl
stump to stump because if hemisses, you
will getanLBW.Don’tworry if hehits.Keep
itup.”
Duminypaddle-sweepsChahalinhisfirst

spell andwhen he comes back for the sec-
ond,healmostimmediatelygoesforasweep
off aballonthestumps.Hegetsa littlebitof
woodonleatherandChahal’sappealdies in
hismouth. Inhisnextover, then leggie tries
agooglyfromtheleg-stumplinebutit’sread
byDuminy,whodabs it away.Nextover, af-

ter a couple of deliveries around the off-
stump,andafterwatchingDuminystayback
to defend a rather full delivery, Chahal re-
membersDhoni’sadvice-“Tilli(matchstick,
hisnickname) iskodandepehirakhna,”(keep
itonthesticks)-andwhipsitfullonthemid-
dle and leg line.Duminygoes for the sweep
buttheballdipsanddriftstowardsthemid-
dle,escapesthebatandpingsthepadinfront
ofmiddle stump. Joy, all around.
“IthappenedjustthewayMahibhaihad

said,”Chahal says.
The trust kept growing. Another frag-

mentofmemorydriftsin. It’sFebruary2019,
and Chahal is inWellington, New Zealand.
He is up against another left-hander, Tom

Lathamthis time.
It’s his first over, the 19th of the innings

and perhaps concerned by the sweep, he
drops it short to Lathamwho rams it be-
tweensquare-legandmidwicket fora four.
“Lathamwasplayingthesweeptomeon

aconsistentbasis. Iwantedtochangemyline
but Dhoni said don’t change it as onemiss
will bringme awicket,” Chahal says now.
Backthen,hewastemptedtochangehisline
asafterbeingsweptacoupleoftimes,hehad
tried shortening the length. The ball was
thrownbackfromthepointboundary.“Line
changematkarna, iskoaagedaal and stumps
pey rakh (Don’t change the line, keep it full
andonthestumps).”
It’s Chahal’s sixth over in a row now.

Another sweepcomesoutandhedrops the
lengthnextball.
Dhonipipesupwiththeadvicetokeepit

full. The next ball is full, Lathambrings out
his sweep butmisses; Chahal (and Dhoni)
havegot theirman.
“He keeps on reminding what to do.

Manyatime,Ihavefeltthatthewicketisnot
coming but suddenly we would get the

wicket. Everything is about planning and
Mahibhaiwasfaraheadinplanning,”Chahal
seemsawed.

■ ■ ■

Kuldeepperhapscomescloseasanyincrack-
ingDhoni’s icy coolness thathas enthralled
theworld.Wheredoes that spring from?

“Hehas seen somuch in life that cricket
becomesa small thing tohim.What’s emo-
tionallyheavyforus, it’s justnormal forhim
(Jocheezhamareliyebhaarihotahai,wounke
liyenormalhotahai).Hehassomuchexperi-
ence of life beyond the game. The struggle
he has seen and his life experience is im-
mense,” Kuldeep says. “He knowswhat to
talk, howmuch to talk. Theway hemakes
youunderstand. If anyguywho isundergo-
ingdepressionspeakstoMahibhai, thatde-
pressionwill fadeawaytoa largeextent.He
isalso likeapsychologist.”
It’s not allmilk andhoney, of course, for

this psychologist. It also involves some
“scolding”.When Kuldeep talks about the
momentshewasverballysprayedbyDhoni,
it almost feels like he is talking about a ten-
dermoment.
“Hescoldedmemanytimes. Iusedtolis-

tentoitall.”Becauseof thattrustthatcomes
fromsuccess. “Sometimes, thereused tobe
a thought whether Mahi bhai is right or
wrong. But his experience is somuch that
what he said always turned out to be true.
Most of the time he is right. I feel theman
who has life experience can teach anyone
and guide any youngster. Theway he han-
dleduswas remarkable.”
DittoChahal. “Sometimes,hescoldedus

too.”Butheknewitcamefromagoodplace.
“If hewould have been there for twomore
years, itwouldhavebeengreatforeveryone,
notonly forus.Wheneverwecametobowl
in tough situations, he cleared our thought
process.”
Bothare fullof gratitude. “Mahibhaihas

playedahugeroleinmycareer.Hehasbeen
an elder brother, a friend, hewasnever just
aMahibhaiforus. Igotmyone-daycapfrom
himandplayedaWorldCupwithhim;these
memories Iwill retain for life,” Chahal says.
“Itwasshockingnewsforus,hehassuchvast
experience behind the stumps. Forme and
Kuldeep, him not being there now, thoda
faraktohpadega(hisabsencewillmakeadif-
ference).”
For young spinners like Kuldeep and

Chahal, Dhoniwas the emotional anchor in
theheatof battle, themanwhosorted their
troubleswith insights andoccasional anger
- andaboveall, thebrain that showed them
whatwaspossible.

MSDhonicelebratingwithoneof theyoungspinnersafterplottingthedownfall
of abatsmanwasacommonsight intheshorter formats. File

CROSSWORD4202

ACROSS
1 Kindof shirtwith frills, very
tasteful (8)

5 Mattersof giveandtake
betweenourbetters
(4)

9 Swear there’snothingoutof
theway(5)

10 Sackandwhatmaybeput in it
(7)

11 It iskept fromgoingastrayby
crooks
(5,2,5)

13 Forces thepoorback intoa
backstreet (6)

14 Stillunmarried? Itmightbea
record(6)

17 Lessenstressbysortingout
lackof sleep
(12)

20 Craftyboxer? (7)
21 Tinareturnswithanewname
(5)

22 Photographwithoutwarning
(4)

23 Travellers inSouthAfrica
(8)

DOWN
1 Staple food
(4)

2 Artist takessickduring
reorganisedtour
(7)

3 Finishbrilliantly in two
languages (6,6)

4 Takeonwork(6)
6 AvoidanAmericancity
(5)

7 Foughtagainstbeingdeclared
redundant (8)

8 Itnormallycompletes the
writtenenquiry
(8,4)

12 Makesapersonalappeal
(8)

15 Rages if sourceofheat is
changed(3,4)

16 His isaveryexactingbusiness
(6)

18 Where inNassaunaked
batherscanbeobserved
(5)

19 Theprosecutor isonthe
platform(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Everythingstill
seemstobe
confused,yetonly
whenotherpeople

comecleanwillyoubeable to
getagriponaffairs.Thetrouble
is thatnobodyseemstobeclear
where factendsandfantasy
begins.Butperhaps thetwoare
notsodifferent, anyway.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Sometimesdoing
something isworse
thannotdoing
anything. If you

refuse to listentopartners,or
attempt tochallenge themon
theirownground,youwillonly
magnifyyourproblems.You
coulddoyourself a favour, take
anethical stand,andtry to
explain thedifferencebetween
rightandwrongtocolleagues.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Asplendid
relationship
betweenonesetof
planetsalignedwith

yourhouseof business, and
another relatedtoyourhouseof
work,meansonething:you
mustnowmakeonefinaleffort
to increaseyour income.Orat
least, youshouldsteerclearof
money-wastingactivities.

CANCER(June22- July23)
TheSunrelates to
magicalMercury,
seriousSaturn,
mysticalNeptune

andsecretivePluto.You're
thereforeonasortof emotional
andcreativehelter-skelter,
meaningthat, truetocharacter,
youwillpayverymuchmore
attentiontoyour feelings than
to the facts.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Jupiter isnow
beginningto
completeaseriesof
aspectswhich

indicate thatyouwillbeoneof
the first to feel thebenefitsof
changingconditions. If you
haveaproblemover thenext
coupleofweeks then it couldbe
impatience, soseeto it that
everygainyou'vemade
isguaranteed.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sept23)
Anemphasison
serious,deep
thoughthelps
students,people

attending interviewsand
anyonewith long-term
proposals tomake.Thebest
approachrequiresadevotionto
thetruthandahighregard for
colleagues' feelings.A little
selflessnessgoesa longway
towardshelpingyouachieve
yourgoals.

LIBRA(Sept24-Oct23)
Youareontheverge
ofmakingamajor
breakthrough,and
mayfinallyhavethe

resources,or thecourage, to
implementanumberof
significantdomestic reforms.
Emotionally,youwill at last
comeintoyourown,butyou
mighthaveto leaveone
personalquestionunanswered.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
It isnowalmost time
tobeginnew
enterprises,whether
romantic,

professionalordomesticbut,
accordingtoall theancient
rulesof astrology,youmay
dobest if youcanpause justa
littlewhile longer.Youcan
watch,wait, andpickyour
perfectmoment.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
WhentheMoon
changes itsposition,
youshouldbegin to
feelmuchhappier,

andalso toseethetruth
underlyinganumberof recent
emotionalcomplications.
Don'tabandonyourdreams,
butdoput themintocontext.
Youmightrealise that
youmisunderstood
somebody'sperfectly
reasonablesuggestions.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Youprobably
imaginethat it'sa
longtimesinceother
peopledidyouany

favours,but, insomecurious
manner, eventhosewho
havetriedtodoyoudowninthe
past,willnowgiveyoua
helpinghand.Areversalof
fortuneshouldworkout to
youradvantage.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Powerful stars
motivateyouto
assertyourself and
insist thatother

peopleobeyyou,not theother
wayround.However,never
imaginethat thepersonwho
makes the loudestnoise
nowwillwinout in the long
run. It canbethequietpeople,
whoarenevernoticed,who
comefirst.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
There isalmost
nothing inyourchart
todowithworkand
responsibility, and

agreatdealconnectedwith
dreamsandfantasies.Nobody
canblameyou if youdecide
to takesometimeoff, or just
lookarounduntilyou
findsomethingelsewhich
interestsyou.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Anartistisheforwhomthegoalandcenteroflifeisto________-Schlegel(4,3,4)

SOLUTION:ORRIS,SINUS,JAMMED,FETISH
Answer:Anartistisheforwhomthegoalandcenteroflifeistoformhismind
-Schlegel

RSIOR AEJDMM

SUINS EISTFH

SolutionsCrossword4201:Across:1Cucumbers,8Owing,9Missile,10Beggar,11
Demote,12Thinking,15Distance,18Averse,20Yonder,21Figures,22Inert,23
Stationer.Down:2Unite,3Unstop,4Bulletin,5Solemn,6Pilgrim,7Aggregate,11
Deadlysin,13Idealist,14Asunder,16Agents,17Tenuto,19Sieve.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

■2ndODI, IndiavsAustralia,
Nagpur(2019):GLENNMAXWELL

AUSTRALIAWERE132for3 in28
overs,needing119runs.Kuldeep
Yadav’s first twoballs toGlenn
Maxwellwerewrong ‘uns.Dhoni
askedYadavtobowlflattish.Yadav
deliveredaback-of-lengthballand
got it toskid. Maxwell, lookingfora
bighit,wentbacktopullbuthad
hisstumpsdisturbed.

■ 2ndODI,SouthAfricavs India,
Centurion(2018): JPDUMINY

THEHOSTSwerestrugglingat107-
5butDuminyhadmanagedtohold
fortwithanunbeaten25. Inhis
sixthover,Chahalbowledagoogly
followedbytwodeliveriesonthe
off-side.Dhoni thenadvisedhimto
bowlonthestumps.Duminy
blockedthefirstballofhis seventh
overandwent forasweepthenext
butwasout legbefore.

■5thODI,NewZealandvs India,
Wellington(2019):TOMLATHAM

THEKIWISwere119for4,needing
another134runstowin in22overs.
TomLathamwassweepingwell.
Chahalwantedtochangehis line
butDhoniaskedhimtokeepit full
andonthestumps.Onthethirdball
ofChahal’s sixthoverLathamwent
for thesweepbutwasout lbw.

GUIDINGHAND

“If hewouldhavebeen there for
twomore years, itwould havebeen
great for everyone, not only for us.
Wheneverwecame tobowl in
toughsituations, he clearedour
thoughtprocess.”

YUZVENDRACHAHAL

New Delhi
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