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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
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Another BJP man shot
at in J&K; militant claims
TA soldier killed, buried

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, AUGUST 9

SEVERAL BJP leaders in Jammu
and Kashmir resigned in panic
on Sunday, hours after suspected
militants shot at and critically in-
jured aleader of the party in cen-
tral Kashmir’s Budgam district.

The attack on Abdul Hamid
Najar, Budgam district president
of the BJP’s OBC Morcha, was the
third on a leader of the party in
the Valley over the past week.
The earlier attacks, too, had been
followed by resignations from
BJP leaders.

Also on Sunday,a man claim-
ing tobe a militant said inan au-
dio message that they have
killed a Territorial Army soldier
who went missing from his
home in Shopian seven days ago.

‘Can’t make transfers to
households in Covid
because we haven’t had
an open debate on fisc’

VIRALACHARYA
FORMER DEPUTY GOVERNOR, RBI
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“We are still verifying it (the
audio message),” Shopian
Superintendent of Police Amrit
Pal Singh told The Indian Express.
Police and the Army have been
searching for the missing soldier,
Shakir Manzoor Wagay.

Najar was shot at while he
was ona morning walk near the
railway station in Budgam. He
was taken to Shri Maharaja Hari
Singh Hospital in Srinagar for
treatment.

On August 6, militants shot
dead aBJPsarpanch, Sajad Ahmad
Khanday, at Vessu in Qazigund in
south Kashmir’s Kulgam district.
A day previously, another BJP
sarpanch, Arif Ahmad, had been
shot at and injured at Qazigund's
Akhran village.

Earlier on July 8, militants
had killed a senior BJP leader,

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Ireland to Delhi
to Mumbai: Call
from Facebook

foils suicide bid

SOMYALAKHANI
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 9

(SRIEF

Tulsi Ram at the cremation of his son Akhilesh Kumar, co-pilot of the Air India Express flight

that crashed in Kozhikode, in Mathura on Sunday. P RELATED REPORTSP 7,13
10 killed in fire in hotel | ...« voon
turned into Covid care BrUNNY
Thelg 15 bebidat £l ),
Fiaode Bnivar

centre in Vijayawada

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, AUGUST 9

A CALL from Facebook’s Ireland
headquarters Saturday night had
three DCPs in Delhi and
Mumbai, and a police inspector
and his wife, on their toes and
their phones till early Sunday
morning — before they finally
managed to pull a 25-year-old
man in Mumbai back from the
brink of suicide.

On Saturday evening, the
man started putting up several
‘Facebook Live’ videos of him
wanting to attempt suicide. At
7.51 pm, DCP (Cyber Cell-Delhi)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

TEN COVID-19 patients died fol-
lowing a fire at a hotel-turned
Covid Care Centre in Vijayawada
early Sunday morning.
Vijayawada Police Commis-
sioner B Srinivasulu said 31
Covid-19 patients were being
treated by Ramesh Hospital
which had lodged them at
Swarna Palace Hotel in
Governorpet. “Fire and Police of-
ficials rescued 21 patients, two
hotel staff and six staff of
Ramesh Hospital taking care of
the patients,” Srinivasulu said.
Health Minister A Krishna

NDRF personnel at Swarna
Palace hotel on Sunday. P11

THE WORLD

Srinivas said all 21 patients res-
cued as well as the hospital staff
were taken to Ramesh Hospital
and were doing well. None of the
patients needed oxygen support.”

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

AFGHANISTAN TO
RELEASE TALIBAN
PRISONERS, PAVING
WAY FOR TALKS
PAGE 12

PUSH TO ATMANIRBHAR INITIATIVE: RAJNATH

Govt bans import of 101
defence equipment items

Negative list from Dec, domestic firms
could get orders worth Rs 4 lakh crore

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 9

PURSUANT TO Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman’s announce-
mentinMay to boost the domes-
tic defence sector, the govern-
ment on Sunday announced a
ban on import of 101 weapons,
platforms, and equipment.

The negative import list will
come into effect from December,
and will be progressive, which
means the import ban could be
extended to more items.

The move is aimed at boost-
ing the defence manufacturing
sector in the country, which the
government hopes can act as an
engine to revive long-term eco-
nomic growth. An estimated
Rs 4 lakh crore worth of orders for
the armed forces are likely to be
placed with domestic manufac-
turers over the next seven years.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

‘Abig step
towards
self-reliance’

SOMEON BANLIST

M 7.62x51 Sniper Rifle
B Shipborne Cruise
Missiles, Short-Range
Surface-to-Air Missiles
M Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA) MKIA and Light
Combat Helicopter

M Fixed Wing Mini UAVs
B Wheeled Armoured
Fighting Vehicle

B Light Machine Gun
and Assault Rifle 7.62 x
39mm

A signal to home
defence industry,
but commitment
faces challenges

SUSHANT SINGH
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 9

AS THE rising defence imports
bill over the past two decades
has constrained India’s strategic
rise, the goal of making the coun-
try self-reliant in defence pro-
duction has
been on the
priority list of
defence minis-
@ | ters, especially
after the 1999
Kargil War. The
Make in India scheme an-
nounced in 2014 aimed to de-
velop the indigenous defence in-
dustry, but has failed to achieve
its targets.
Defence Minister Rajnath
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

EXPLAINED

To check post-harvest wastage, PM
launches Rs 1-lakh-cr agri infra fund

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST9

CALLING THE wastage of post-
harvest produce “a big problem”,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
onSunday launched aRs 1-lakh-
crore central financing scheme
under the Agriculture Infrastr-
ucture Fund that is aimed at

helping farmers and agri-entre-
preneurs build “post-harvest
agriculture infrastructure”.

The scheme, which was an-
nounced as part of the govern-
ment’'s Rs 20 lakh crore
Atmanirbhar Bharat package in
response to the Covid pandemic
in May, was approved by the
Union Cabinet on July 8. It will
be implemented over 10 years

— from 2020 to 2029.

Under the scheme, Rs 1 lakh
crore will be provided by banks
and financial institutions as
loans to farmers, Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies
(PACS), Farmer Producers
Organisations (FPOs), Self Help
Groups (SHG) and others for
building “community farming

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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LESSONS FROM 1918 SPANISH FLU: WHEN MASK LAWS TRIGGERED PROTESTS INUS

Then, as today, an intense debate had ensued over the utility and convenience of wearing masks. Citizens
neglected the ordinance, showed defiance, and some also organised protests

FULL COVERAGE

MACBOOK AIR:NOBODY
DOESITBETTER

Really the device you
should look atif need is
regular computing

TELUGUBANDS TAKETO
IN-SYNC CONCERTS
Amid the lockdown,
bands have launched
virtual concerts

EXPRESS

Analyzing the Air India
aircraft crash at

Kozhikode

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today’s episode, we’re looking at how
locals helped following Friday’s crash,
what we know about the accident and
what could have been done to prevent it.

CISF official asked
if  was Indian as I
didn’t know Hindi,
says Kanimozhi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHENNAI,AUGUST 9

DMK MP Kanimozhi on Sunday
said a CISF official asked her if she
was an Indian as she could not
speak Hindi, prompting the para-
military force to order an inquiry
into the incidentasserting thatitis
not their policy to insist upon any
particular language.

Kanimozhi, Lok Sabha MP
from Thoothukudi, thanked the
CISF for an immediate response
and their assurance of action.

According to DMK sources, the
incident took place when the MP
reached Chennai aiport to board
a flight to Delhi on Sunday after-
noon. “Today at the airport a CISF
officer asked meif ‘laman Indian’
when I asked her to speak to me
in Tamil or English as I did not
know Hindi,” Kanimozhi tweeted
after the incident. “Iwould like to
know from when being Indian is
equal to knowing Hindi,” she said
in another tweet with the hash-
tag “hindiimposition”.

The CISF sought details from
her soon after. It later said it has
“ordered an Enquiry into the mat-
ter.Itis not the policy of CISFtoin-
sistuponany particularlanguage.”

FROMPAGE ONE

Defence imports

The government also wants
to cut its large defence import
bill. India has for years been
among the world's top three im-
porters of defence equipment.

“The embargo on imports is
planned to be progressively im-
plemented between 2020 and
2024. Our aim is to apprise the
Indian defence industry of the
anticipated requirements of the
armed forces so that they are
better prepared to realise the
goal of indigenisation,” Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said
while announcing the policy.

The Defence Ministry, Singh
said, is “ready for a big push to
Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative”,
and will “introduce import em-
bargo on 101 items beyond the
given timeline to boost indigeni-
sation of defence production”.

“Taking cue” from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's “clar-
ion call for a self-reliant India”,
the Defence Ministry has pre-
pared alist of items to be embar-
goed from import over the next
four years, Singh said. It is a “big
step towards self-reliance in de-
fence”, he said.

The “five pillars” of Modi’s
self-reliant India are “economy,
infrastructure, system, demog-
raphy, and demand”, Singh said.

Sources in the Ministry said

orders for items in the list, in-
cluding those likely to be sought
by the three services over the
next 5-7 years will be given only
to domestic players. In cases
where some content is imported,
Indian vendors will be encour-
aged to increase the indigenous
content progressively, the
sources said.

Singh said the decision had
been taken after consulting all
stakeholders. “The list was pre-
pared by the MoD after several
rounds of consultations with all
stakeholders, including the
armed forces, public and private
industry to assess current and fu-
ture capabilities of Indian indus-
try for manufacturing various
ammunition and equipment
within India,” he said.

The stakeholders who were
consulted before the list was
drawn up include the Army, Air
Force, Navy, Defence Research
and Development Organisation
(DRDO), Defence Public Sector
Undertakings (DPSUs),
Ordnance Factory Board (OFB)
and private industry.

Thelist has been prepared by
the Department of Military
Affairs(DMA) headed by Chief of
Defence Staff Gen Bipin Rawat.
The negative imports list “offers
agreat opportunity to the Indian
defence industry torise to the oc-
casion to manufacture the items

inthe negative list by using their
own design and development
capabilities or adopting the tech-
nologies designed and devel-
oped by DRDO to meet the re-
quirements of the armed forces
in the coming years”, the
Defence Ministry said in a state-
ment.

The Minister said that “al-
most 260 schemes of such items
were contracted by the tri-serv-
ices atan approximate cost of Rs
3.5 lakh crore between April
2015 and August 2020”, and the
government has estimated that
“contracts worth almost Rs 4
lakh crore will be placed upon
the domestic industry within the
next six to seven years”.

Of these, “items worth al-
most Rs 1,30,000 crore each are
anticipated for the Army and the
Air Force while items worth al-
mostRs 1,40,000 crore are antic-
ipated by the Navy over the same
period”, he said.

The 101 items in the list re-
leased on Sunday “comprises not
just simple parts but also some
high technology weapon sys-
tems like artillery guns, assault
rifles, corvettes, sonar systems,
transport aircraft, light combat
helicopters (LCHs), radars, and
many other items to fulfill the
needs of our defence services”,
the government said. It includes
“wheeled armoured fighting ve-
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hicles (AFVs)withindicative im-
port embargo date of December
2021, of which the Army is ex-
pected to contract almost 200 at
an approximate cost of over Rs
5,000 crore”.

For the Navy, the government
is “likely to place demands for
submarines with indicative im-
port embargo date of December
2021, of which it expects to con-
tractabout six at an approximate
cost of almost Rs 42,000 crore”.

For the Air Force, “it is de-
cided to enlist the light combat
aircraft MK1A with anindicative
embargo date of December
2020, of which 123 are antici-
pated at an approximate cost of
over Rs 85,000 crore”.

The government has bifur-
cated the Defence Ministry’s cap-
ital procurement budget for
2020-21 between domesticand
foreign capital procurement -
something that Sitharaman had
mentioned in May.

“A separate budget head has
been created with an outlay of
nearly Rs 52,000 crore for do-
mestic capital procurement in
the current financial year,” the
government said.

Former finance minister P
Chidambaram said “the Defence
Minister promised a ‘bang’ on a
Sunday morning and ended with
a‘whimper’.”

“Import Embargo is high
soundingjargon. What it means
is we will try to make the same
equipment (that we import to-
day)in 2 to 4 years and stop im-
ports thereafter!” Chidambaram
posted on Twitter.

“The only importer of de-
fence equipment is the Defence
Ministry. Any import embargois
really an embargo on oneself.
What the Defence Minister said
in his historic Sunday announce-
ment deserved only an Office
Order from the Minister to his
Secretaries!”

Defence industry

Singh’s announcement of a nega-
tive import list of 101 defence
items as a major step towards
‘self-reliant India’ is in line with
this thinking. The list is in some
ways a throwback to the licence
permitraj of the pre-liberalisation
era, but strong feedback from in-
dustry has forced the government
to intervene in the very complex
defence industrial sector.

The major complaint fromthe
domestic defence industry was
the absence of a commitment
from the armed forces on procur-
ingadefenceitemdeveloped and
produced inIndia. By putting cer-
tainitems on the embargo listand
creating a separate budget head
for domestic capital procurement,
the government has sent a signal
toindigenous industry.

Asthislist has been produced
by the defence services, they have
become an equally important
stakeholder in this scheme. If the
services handhold the industry, as
promised, the indigenous defence
producers will have no excuse left
to not be able to step up quickly.

However, major challenges re-
main. The promise of contracts
worth almost Rs 4 lakh crore to
the domestic industry over the
next 5-7 years does appear im-
pressive —but sowas the figure of
Rs 3.5 lakh crore for projects un-
der the Make in India scheme, all
of which got stuckin the pipeline.

The negative list of 101 items
has been chosen carefully by the
services,and atleasta third of the
items - including corvettes and
frigates for the Navy and multi-
barrel rocket launchers for the
Army - are already being pro-
duced in India. The announce-
ment, while committing to the
purchase of these items fromin-
digenous vendors only, did not
include any new development or
addition of production capacity.

Some items like the 7.62 X 39
mm assault rifle - which is the
AK-203 rifle, to be produced by
the Ordnance Factory Board in
Amethi with Russian collabora-
tion - are stuck over pricingissues.

Some other items in the list

are under development by do-
mestic industry, and are not pro-
duced by any other country. These
include the Light Combat
Helicopter and the light transport
aircraft - and any Indian demand
for these will automatically be
met domestically.

The items in the list are of
proven technologies, and do not
involve any critical or cutting-
edge technology for a next-gen-
eration weapon system or plat-
form. The BrahMos cruise missile,
mentioned in the list, is jointly
produced with Russia, and has a
significant share of critical Russian
components. That is true of the
majority of items that are assem-
bled inIndia by the defence PSUs,
rather than being produced en-
tirely in India.

Even this commitment from
the government will not address
twoother fears of the industry: an
assurance of enough orders that
would make a production line
economical, and the strength of
the commitment should an in-
digenously produced item cost
more than animported one.

Against each of the 101 items
ismentioned ayear whenimport
embargowould kickin, leading to
apprehensions thatdemands will
be placed with foreign vendors
until then, leaving very little for
domestic producers. But this may
also provide domestic players
time to build capability and ca-
pacity to produce the items.

The biggest challenge for the
government and the armed forces
will be to keep this commitment
to domestic producers in the
event of an operational require-
ment. As tensions remain high
between India and China in
Ladakh, it may be instructive to
remember that the agenda of self-
reliance was originally set just be-
fore the 1962 War by Jawaharlal
Nehru's defence minister, V K
Krishna Menon.

Vijayawada fire

He said private hospitals were
taking advantage of people’s fear
of the coronavirus and their reluc-
tance totake treatment at govern-
ment hospitals by charging exor-
bitant fees in the name of good
treatment at private hotels. “It
seems Ramesh Hospital failed to
checkwhether this hotel was safe
and whether it had taken fire
safety measures. The ten patients
who were already having breath-
ing problems asphyxiated to
death due thick fumes that en-
gulfed the first and second floors
of the hotel,” he said.

Ramesh Hospital had taken
the five-storey hotel on lease to
lodge Covid-19 patients. The pa-
tients had taken a package of Rs
5,000 per day including three
meals, hot beverages and snacks,
until they were discharged, apart
fromtreatment and other charges.

Fire officials said they received
acall at 515 am and the fire was
brought under control 25 min-
utes later. Officials said that prima
facieitappears thata short-circuit
inanair-conditioning unit caused
the fire in the hotel reception area
and quickly spread to the second
floor. By the time fire and rescue
officials reached the hotel, many
patients on the upper floors were
screaming from windows to be
rescued. Officials said the staircase
was on fire when they reached.

Chief Minister Y S Jagan
MohanReddy announced exgra-
tia of Rs 50 lakhs to the kin of the
deceased. He also ordered an in-
depth probeinto the accidentand
directed authorities to take steps
toensure better medical services
to the victims of the accident.

Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
dicondoled theloss of the livesin
the fire mishap and spoke to CM
Jagan Mohan Reddy over phone
and enquired about the accident.

An FIR was lodged at
Governorpet Police Station
against the hotel management
and Ramesh Hospital owners by
the Mandal Revenue Officer of
Vijayawada Central. In the com-
plaint MRO P Jaya Sri stated that
both the hotel and hospital staff

New Delhi

knew about electrical defects in
air conditioning units and wiring
andinspite of the danger it posed,
did not bother to conduct repairs
asitinvolved alot of expenditure.
“The fire occurred due to a short
circuit and the hotel and hospital
managements are responsible for
it,” she stated in her complaint. A
case has been registered under
section 304 (1), 308 read with 34

IPC

Agri infra fund
assets” and “post-harvest agricul-
ture infrastructure”.

“These assets will enable
farmers to get greater value for
their produce as they will be able
to store and sell at higher prices,
reduce wastage,and increase pro-
cessing and value addition,” said
an official statement.

“Today, only 30days after (the)
Cabinet formally approved the
scheme, the first sanction of over
Rs 1,000 crore was made to over
2,280 farmer societies,” the state-
ment said.

Launching the scheme, the
PM said, “It will help in creating
better storage and modern cold
storage chains in villages. The
scheme will also create employ-
ment opportunities in villages.”

Saying wastage of post-har-
vest produce "hurts the farmer
and causes a lot of damage to the
country”, the PM, referring to the
recent amendments to the
Essential Commodities Act, said,
“To deal with this, legal hurdles
are being removed on one hand
and farmers are being given direct
help on the other.”

He said the Essential Commo-
dities Act was areason why good
warehouses could not be built in
villages and agro-based industries
could not get encouragement.

“Today, the Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund has been
launched so that farmers will be
able to create modern facilities for
storage in their villages,” he said,
adding that farmers will get a 3
per cent interest rebate on loans
provided under this scheme.

The PM interacted virtually
with members of three agricul-
ture credit societies from
Karnataka, Gujarat and Madhya
Pradesh, states that are among the
initial beneficiaries of the agri in-
fra fund scheme.

“Atthe same event, the Prime
Minister also released the sixthin-
stasiment under the PM-KISAN
scheme of Rs 17,000 crore to
nearly 8.5 crore farmers,” said the
official statement.
Suicide bid
Anyesh Roy received the call from
Ireland. “It was from a Facebook
official who said they had identi-
fied suicidal activity onanaccount
belonging toa Delhiresident. The
official shared IP logs, the
Facebookaccount, videos the user
has posted, and a phone number
registered with the account. We
immediately started tracking the
number...in such cases, time is
crucial,” said Roy.

The number was traced to
Mandawali,an East Delhi locality,
and Roy approached DCP (East)
Jasmeet Singh. “The Station House
Officer of Madhu Vihar nearby
rushed across to the address and
found a woman who had no clue
about the videos. She said the ac-
count was registered in her num-
ber, but was being used by her
husband who had left for
Mumbai two weeks ago after a
fight with her. She didn’t know
where he was staying in
Mumbai,” said Singh.

By 9.30 pm, Dr Rashmi Kar-
andikar, DCP (Cyber) in Mumbai,
had beenapprised about the case
by Roy. “The man’s wife gave us
his number, and I kept calling but
either it was switched off or he
wouldn’ttake the calls...had one
team trying to trace the number
and find his location, and
Inspector Pramod Khopikar from
my unit calling the man and his
wife continuously,” she said.

Khopikar says he was athome
havingdinner when hereceived a
call from his DCP. After several un-

successful calls to the man, he
asked the wife to “leave him emo-
tional voice notes, photos of their
child, and to inform him as soon
asshe seesa ‘blue tick’.”

“Around 11.30 pm, she said he
had seen her messages. Then |
asked her to call him, and guided
her on how to add me on a con-
ference call. It didn’t work, so [
called him and added her to the
conversation, whileateam traced
his location. For over an hour, he
cried and argued with his wife
and I listened. He kept saying he
wanted to end his life and had
tried twice already. In the mean-
time, we found his location in
Bhayandar, and asked the local
police torush,” said Khopikar.

“He was stressed about money
as his salary had gone down con-
siderably since the Covid out-
break; he was also very anxious
about getting the virus. The trick
wasto keep himengaged, and tell
him that he isloved and cared for
by his wife, and all of us in Delhi
and Mumbai Police,” he said.

When Khopikar felt his words
weren't working, he got his own
wife onthe call to counsel the cou-
ple. “She told him how she and |
fightbut are still together. He said
he feared he might get the virus,
so my wife lied to him and said [
had already got it and survived.
When he said he was facing finan-
cial trouble, I told him I have a car
registered with Ola and he can
drive that.Itold him that Mumbai
Police is always with him, and
asked his wife to come to
Mumbai,” said Khopikar.

By 3 am, Bhayandar Police
personnel reached the 25-year-
old and counselled him. “It was
only when I was convinced that
he was doing okay that I cut the
call. On Sunday morning, at 10
am, I called again to check on him.
He's doing better and thanked us
profusely. But still, Iwill keepatab
on him,” said Khopikar.

BJP man shot at

Sheikh Waseem Bari, along with
his father and brother—both of
whom were BJP workers as well
—inBandipore.

Later on Sunday, at least four
BJP leaders - general secretary of
the party’s Bandipore unit Avtar
Krishan, district president of
Budgam Imran Ahmad Parray,
constituency president Wali
Mohammad Bhat, and Budgam
district office secretary Sameer
Ahmad Shah - issued written
statements announcing their res-
ignation from the BJP.

InShopian, the purported mil-
itant said in the audio that the
body of the Territorial Army sol-
dier, Wagay, had been buried in
orderto prevent the spread of the
novel coronavirus.

“We have brought him
(Wagay) to an end,” the militant,
who called himself Abu Talha,
said. “We can understand the pain
of his parents and other family
members but because of coron-
avirus, we couldn’t hand over his
body to the family so thata crowd
doesn’t assemble at his funeral.”

The refusal to return the sol-
dier's body appears to be retalia-
tionagainst the government's de-
cision since March to not hand
over the bodies of militants killed
in encounters, and instead bury
them in unmarked graves.

Police have argued that giving
the bodies to the militants’ fami-
lies would attract large numbers
of people to funerals, and could
lead to the spread of Covid-19.

“Exactly in the way the Army
clandestinely buries our martyred
mujahideen, we have ourselves
performed his(Wagay’s) last rites
and haven’thanded over his body
to the family,” the militant said in
the audio message.

The 24-year-old soldier, who
was posted at the Territorial
Army's Balpora camp, had disap-
peared soon after leaving his
home in Harmain in Shopian on
August 2. The carin which hewas
travelling was found burnt and
abandoned at Nehama village in
Kulgam some 16 km away that
same evening.
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1,300 FRESH CASES REPORTED ON SUNDAY

Many from outside Delhi getting
tested here: Jain on case uptick

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 9

DELHI'S HEALTH Minister
Satyendar Jain Sunday attrib-
uted the recent uptick in Covid
cases in Delhi to people from
neighbouring states getting
tested in the capital, which he
said was also behind bed occu-
pancy at hospitals remaining
over 3,000.

On Sunday, the Delhi health
bulletin logged 1,300 fresh Covid
cases, taking the number of ac-
tive cases to 10,729. The city
recorded 1,225 recoveries from
the infection, which claimed 13
more lives, taking the toll to
4111

“We have observed that bed
occupancy has remained static
for some time now. At one point,
about 100 beds were getting va-
cant daily. Upon analysing, we
found that out of all the patients
admitted to the hospitals on
Saturday, 97 were from other
states and 224 from Delhi. This
has been the trend and that is
why hospital occupancy is not
reducing,” Jain said.

According to the corona
dashboard maintained by the
Delhi government, of the 13,517
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CORONAVIRUS IN THE CAPITAL

% TOTAL CASES Total Vacant
HOSPITALBEDS | 13,517 {10,430
]’54’427 VENTILATORS | 1,216 815
Daily cases | Recoveries |Deaths | Tests

Aug8 1,404 1,130 16 24,592

Aug9 1,300 1,225 13 23,787
Total 10,729* 1,30,587 4111 11,92,082
*Total active cases

beds for Covid patientsin Delhi’s  beds are full.

government and private hospi-
tals, 3,083 are occupied. The
break-up shows that 399 out of
1,217 ventilator-equipped beds
are occupied and 309 0f 952 ICU

Police crack down
on manjha, sales
hit for Kite sellers

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 9

AHEAD OF Independence Day;,
kite sellers in the capital are
struggling to keep business alive.
With some selling kites with
banned Chinese manjha, sellers
have been trying to protect their
business from police and find
customers during the partial
lockdown period.

On Friday, Delhi Police con-
ducted raids in more than 10
shops in Chand Mohalla and
booked five kite sellers for selling
Chinese manjha (made of nylon
and plastic) and Bareilly ka man-
jha(coated with glass or metal).

Followinga string of accidents
in the capital, the Delhi govern-
ment moved a notification ban-
ning Chinese and Bareilly ka
manjhain 2017. Last year, six peo-
ple, including two minors, died in
road accidents caused by stray
manjha. The strings getentangled
around a person’s neckand cause
severe injuries.

Police said the offenders were
booked under section 5 of the
Environment Protection Act. The
punishment is up to five years of
prison and|/or a fine of Rs 1 lakh.
Asenior officer in Shahdara said,
“We received information about
the kite sellers and sent a team to
raid Chand Mohalla, a big market
in Shahdara. The offenders said
they didn’t know about the man-
jha ban. We have registered a
case against them and will probe
the matter.”

Pradeep Barman, PETA India
Advocacy Associate, said, “More
than900 birds died last year due
tomanjha. The kite string is made
of cotton but the glass coating
one is dangerous... Despite the
ban, people keep selling them.”

Meanwhile, kite sellers said
they are struggling to sustain

Girl hospitalised
after sexual
assault, 1 held

New Delhi: A 16-year-old girl
was hospitalised after she was
allegedly sexually assaulted by
amanin his house in Northwest
Delhi. The girl has sustained in-
juries to her lower abdomen.
The accused was arrested by po-
lice on Friday. Police said the ac-
cused was known to the victim
as they live in the same locality.

Vijayanta  Arya, DCP
(Northwest), said, “The girl sus-
tained injuries to her private
parts but she’s stable now. We
arrested the accused on Friday
from the same area and have
booked him under the POCSO
Act.” ENS

Chinese manjha was
banned in the capital in
2017. Archive

their business. Ashwini Rajput
(31) has been selling kites for a
decade but this year, he has been
able to sell only 5-10 kites a day
near Lal Kuan market.

“Most of the raw material for
the kites comes from UP and
Haryana. Due to the lockdown,
factories were shut and police
didn’tallow transport of the ma-
terial. Now, we have opened a
small stall near Lal Kuan because
we can't afford the rent for a
shop. I remember selling more
than 500 kites a day last year.
Now people don’t come out of
their homes, why would they
buy kites?” he said. Rajput said
he and his family only make kites
and don’t sell manjha.

Vivek Kumar (27), who
opened a stall near Sadar Bazar,
said, “There are many Covid
cases near the market and most
shops haven't opened. I took
money from my father to open
the stall.  make kites with my
elder brother. This year, [ have
only been able to sell 30% of the
kites. We wear gloves and a
mask, and clean our stall after
every hour. I want to sell kites but
people are scared. They look at
the kites but don’t buy them. 1
might have to throw hundreds
of kites because of this situation.”

Jainalsolinked the recent rise
indaily case count to people “in
large numbers from outside
Delhi, like Ghaziabad, Noida and
Faridabad, getting tested here”.

At a testing centre in Darya Ganj on Sunday. Abhinav Saha

“When our teams get in
touch with those testing positive,
many are found to be residents
of other states,” he said.

Delhi recorded over 1,000
cases for the fifth day straight on
Sunday. Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday saw 1,076, 1,299 and
1,192 fresh cases, while Saturday
saw 1,404 cases.

Asked about the status of
testing, driven largely by the
rapid antigen method, Jain said
the government was following
the ICMR protocol under which
only those showing symptoms
and carrying medical prescrip-
tions can undergo RT-PCR, which

Man arrested for killing
DJB employee in Faridabad

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GURGAON, AUGUST 9

A MAN, who has around 20
criminal cases registered against
him in Faridabad,was arrested
Friday for the alleged murder of
a Delhi Jal Board employee two
months ago. The accused, Amit
Kumar, and another associate al-
legedly shot and killed Harish
Kumar, after the latter had ar-
gued with them over drinking
liquor and making a noise oppo-
site his house, police said.
Police said the incident took
place at 7.15 am on June 20, in
Vijay Nagar. Harish was return-

ing home on his motorcycle after
buying vegetables, when two
men onascooter shot him before
fleeing. In his complaint, the vic-
tim’s brother alleged, “In April,
my brother had a fight with these
men. They were creating a ruckus
in the house across ours. The

is a lab-based test considered
more reliable in detecting the
virus. Sunday’s bulletin put the
number of rapid tests at 18,085
and RT-PCR at 5,702.

Jain’s statement drew criti-
cism from the BJP, with the
party’s Delhi unit chief Adesh
Gupta saying that it reflects the
mindset of the ruling AAP’s lead-
ership: “Be it migrant labourers
or people from outside, they al-
ways attempt to evade their re-
sponsibilities by passing the
buck onto others. They should
focus on treating and helping
people instead of trying to de-
ceive people."

Ambedkar Nagar gets new
hospital, 200 Covid beds

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 9

CHIEF MINISTER  Arvind
Kejriwal Sunday inaugurated a
600-bed government hospital
in South Delhi’'s Ambedkar
Nagar, with 200 beds dedicated
for Covid patients. He said the
hospital would be helpful for
residents of the locality and
nearby constituencies as there
was no big hospital in the area
until now.

Approved in 2013, the hospi-
tal has been built on a budget of
around Rs 125 crore. It has a ca-
pacity of 600 beds, of which 200
Covid beds have been made op-
erational so far and the remain-
ing, along with an ICU, are ex-
pected to be made ready for use
inamonth.

“Oxygen is available on all
200beds, asitis the primary re-
quirement in treatment of Covid
patients. The corona situationin
Delhi is under control to a great
extent. All the parameters are
good — the recovery rate is im-
proving, the positivity ratio and
death rate are decreasing. There
are fewer patients who require
hospitalisation,” Kejriwal said.

“I pray to god that the 200
beds in this hospital are not
needed in the future, but we
have to be fully prepared... If the
(Covid) situation goes out of
control again, the Delhi govern-

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal with Health Minister
Satyendar Jain at the inauguration on Sunday. Gajendra Yadav

ment is fully prepared to deal
withit,” he said.

The CM was joined by Health
Minister Satyendar Jain and
AAP’s Ambedkar Nagar MLA
Ajay Dutt at the inauguration.
He also inspected the hospital’s
flu clinic, visited a ward and
spoke to doctors.

The hospital was initially
meant to be a 262-bed facility,
which was later expanded fol-
lowing an announcement by
Jainin March 2015. He had then
said thatalot of the spacein the
hospital was not utilised prop-
erly and the nod was given to ex-
pand it.

Kejriwal said the hospital in

Ambedkar Nagar was scheduled
to start a few months later, but
was inaugurated on Sunday due
to the efforts of engineers and
doctors: “We have increased the
capacity of beds in Delhi, and
the construction of the new
Ambedkar hospital is a step in
the same direction.”

Last month, the Delhi gov-
ernment had inaugurated a
700-bed hospital in Northwest
Delhi’s Burari, which has 450
beds dedicated for Covid pa-
tients. It was commissioned by
the Congress government as a
200-bed facility, which was later
increased when the AAP came
to power in 2015.

OPD services to be restarted at Hindu Rao

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 9

WITH THE North MCD’s Hindu
Rao hospital seeing only 52 ad-
missions since it was converted
into a Covid facility on June 27,
the Outpatient Department

(OPD) facility will be restarted
soon, said Mayor Jai Prakash. As
of now, the hospital’s 50-bed
Covid facility has just 14 patients
and has reported five fatalities.
“The decision to withdraw its
status as a Covid facility is for the
Delhi government to take. But
even if they don’t, we are think-

ing of separating the Covid ward
from the rest of the hospital and
resume functioning after hold-
ing a meeting next week,” said
Prakash.

A senior doctor said there is
no reason why OPD facilities
should not be resumed: “There
are just 14 patients now, because

of which we are not allowing
hundreds to come for consulta-
tion.” The doctor said only in
cases of emergencies, life-saving
treatment is being provided.

Hindu Rao hospital, the
biggest under the MCD, has a
staff of 600 doctors, 350 nurses
and 300 allied workers.

house owner and the others had
threatened to him.”

“Amit has around 20 crimi-
nal cases registered against him,
including those of murder, at-
tempt to murder and theft. He
has been involved in these
crimes for the last eight-nine
years and has also served time in
prison,” said ACP Dharna Yadav,
Faridabad Police spokesperson.
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Close to half the academic year gone but

across 714 North MCD schools have no textbooks

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 9

FIVE MONTHS into the current
academic year, students in 714
schools under the North Delhi
Municipal Corporation are yet to
get textbooks, it is learnt. This,
coupled with several children
not being to attend online classes
as their parents don't have
smartphones, isimpacting their
education.

The 3.5 lakh students at
North MCD schools, in classes
I-V, largely come from poor
families.

— BRIEFLY —

Man held for
uprooting
ATMs

New Delhi: A 27-year-old
man was arrested for al-
legedly uprooting ATMs
across Delhi-NCR, at South
Delhi after a brief ex-
change of fire with police.
Police said Arshad Khaniis
part of an interstate gang
of robbers and had al-
legedly uprooted an ATM
from Southwest Delhi’s
Rajokri on August 5.

Policeraid
club,43 held

New Delhi: Police raided a
clubin Paschim Viharand
arrested 43 people for al-
legedly not observing
lockdown norms by serv-
ingalcohol and hookahin
the premises and not ob-
serving social distancing.
The accused were booked
under the Excise Act and
later released, police said.

Ghaziabad
Police hears
Cop woes

Noida: A grievance ses-
sion was held for
Ghaziabad Police officers
by the SSP on Sunday.
Police said over 250 is-
sues were resolved, while
200 complaints are being
looked into. ENS

‘NEPtobe
implementedin
MCD schools’

New Delhi: Delhi BJP chief
Adesh Gupta said Sunday
the party unit plans toim-
plement provisions of the
new education policy NEP
on primary education in
schools run by the BJP-
ruled civic bodies and that
consultations to formu-
late a curriculum for the
same have begun. PTI

Director of the press and in-
formation department, North
MCD, Ira Singal said though the
process to purchase books was
done in March, it was later in-
formed that the price of books
had increased and the budget
had to be approved again. The
file, meanwhile, remained stuck
amid the lockdown. “We have
initiated the process now and
students will get the books
soon,” she said.

Leader of opposition in the
North MCD, Aam Aadmi Party’s
Vikas Goel, claimed the agenda
has not been passed in the
standing committee nor has a

The 3.5 lakh students at North MCD schools, in classes I-V,
largely come from poor families. Archive

MINISTER SAYS WILL RESTART SOON

Doorstep delivery scheme
halted, some stafflose jobs

SOURAVROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 9

THE DOORSTEP delivery of pub-
lic services in Delhi has run into
rough weather, with VFS Global,
the private company managing
the project, taking cost-cutting
measures, including laying off
mobile sahayaks, citing the “un-
precedented and unforeseen
circumstances” caused by
Covid-19.

Mobile sahayaks are the last-
mile agents who respond to
service requests made by people
through the helpline, 1076, for
services ranging from issuance
of caste certificates to driving li-
censes under the project.

The services, launched in
September 2018, have remained
suspended since March 23 due
to corona. During the launch, the
sahayaks were lauded as being
the backbone of the ambitious
project.

The Delhi government had
signed a three-year contract
with VFS global, a popular visa
processing firm, in 2018 to run
the project, under which 100
types of public services are home
delivered. The project had re-
ceived widespread praise fol-
lowing its launch.

However, since March, the
company has had to take cost-
cutting measures. Senior officials
in the Delhi government also
said ties between the two sides
have been strained.

Revenue Minister Kailash
Gahlot, under whom the serv-
ices come, told The Indian
Express: “The doorstep delivery
of public services was discontin-
ued to contain coronavirus. The
services will be restarted very
soon with all the precautions
and protocols.” He added that
“mobile sahayaks are not en-
gaged directly by the Delhi gov-
ernment”.

Responding to a detailed
questionnaire on the number of

work order beenissued: “At this
rate, it will take two-three
months before students get their
books.”

Singhal, however, said the file
has been sent for anticipatory
approval: “The minute we get
the approval, we will start
pickup and delivery.”

The South and East MCDs,
meanwhile, have procured and
either finished the distribution
of books or are in the process of
doing so.

A senior official of the South
Municipal Corporation said the
books were purchased by the
schools in March-April and were

A mobile sahayak. The service was launched in September 2018. It has been suspended since
March 23 due to the coronavirus situation. Archive

layoffs and scaling down of the
project, VFS Global told The
Indian Express that in light of the
pandemic, the doorstep deliv-
ery service was fully suspended
in Delhi on March 23, and “we
are awaiting further instruc-
tions from the Delhi govern-
ment”.

“Since this time, we have
had to rationalise operational
costs in line with reduced proj-
ect demand and capacity and
accordingly, adjust the deploy-
ment of a section of the mobile
sahayak staff who have been
the backbone of this citizen
service initiative. We are work-
ing closely with our manpower
partner to ensure this exercise
isdone in aresponsible manner
and in adherence to contractual
obligations.

“We are fully cognisant of the
valuable contributions and ef-
forts of the mobile sahayaks to-
wards this project, and in that re-
gard, stand committed to meet
with our obligations. We con-

Late policeman’s daughter
cracks IAS, fulfills his dream

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 9

THREE YEARS ago, Sweety
Sehrawat (28) quit her job as a
design engineer to fulfill her fa-
ther's dream of seeing her be-
come an IAS officer. Her father,
Delhi Police head constable Dale
Ram Sehrawat, died in aroad ac-
cidentin 2013.

OnTuesday, Sweety checked
her phone multiple times to see
if she had cleared the UPSC
exam. Her family sat beside her,
trying to calm her down while
simultaneously checking their
phones to see if the result was
out.

Later that afternoon, Sweety
found that she had secured All
India Rank 187 in the civil serv-
ices exam. Her mother Kamlesh
and brother Harish couldn't con-
tain their excitement and called
their relatives, neighbours and
friends to spread the news.

"It wasn't easy because the
subjects were new; | had differ-
ent subjects in school and col-
lege. [ was studying at an insti-
tute in Rajender Nagar but that

Sweety Sehrawat

didn't help. After my first at-
tempt in 2018, I quit coaching
and studied humanities, geogra-
phy and world history on my
own. Last year, [ wasn't nervous
because [ knew [would clear the
exam. It was only on Tuesday
that I was nervous because
everyone was asking about the
results,” said Sweety, who used
to work as an engineer at NXP
Semiconductors in Delhi.

The family said they also re-
ceived calls from Delhi Police of-
ficials, congratulating Sweety.
Commissioner of Police S N
Shrivastava, when Sweety's re-
sult was brought to his notice,
said in a tweet that her father

would have been very proud and
that the department will contact
her and congratulate her.

The family, which lives in
Rohini, said Dale Ram (51) was
on his way to work when the ac-
cident took place. He joined the
Delhi Police in 1989.

Harish, a sub-inspector with
the CISF posted posted with the
Delhi Metro, said: "My father in-
spired us to work hard, he
wanted us to become IAS or IPS
officers. We wanted to make him
proud but he died in a road acci-
dent. It wasadifficult time for our
family since he was the bread-
winner." Harish had come home
last week to meet his family.

After their father's death, the
siblings started working to sup-
port the family. While Harish
joined the CISF in 2014, Sweety
completed her graduation and
started working too. "She was
preparing for the civil services
but couldn't concentrate on her
studies because of the job. We
thought that she wouldn't be
able to take the exam... but once
she started earning well and
saved some money, she left the
job," said Harish.

tinue to work closely with the
Delhi government and assess
next steps on an ongoing basis,”
the VFS Global statement said.

Neither the company nor the
Delhi government shared the ex-
act number of mobile sahayaks
who have been let go.

Officials also confirmed that
VFS Global has pulled out of a
contract with Matrix Processing
House, which was supplying the
mobile sahayaks, who are usu-
ally young men paid around Rs
15,000 per month.

VFS Global had told The
Indian Express on September 22,
2018 that there were 300 mobile
sahayaks employed with them
at the time.

The Delhi government's last
official statement on the serv-
ices, dated December 13, 2019,
said 120 mobile sahayaks, 110
call centre executives, 11 super-
visors, 35 dealing assistants and
25 coordinators were working
under the scheme.

While the mobile sahayaks

are engaged by VFS Global, the
call centre staffers are managed
by the Delhi government.
Officials confirmed that many
sahayaks were laid off even be-
fore the pandemic struck.

As much as Rs18 crore was
allotted for the scheme in the
budget annual for 2019-20. The
amount was later revised to Rs
10 crore.

Pressed foraresponse on the
exact number of people let go,
VES Global said in a separate
statement that “reorganising the
workforce was carried out to the
extent of appropriately rational-
ising the operations keeping in
view the unprecedented and un-
foreseen circumstances”.

The Delhi government had in
December 2019 said that since
its launch, 2.89 lakh service re-
quests were received and 2.64
lakh were disposed of. The top
service requests pertain to is-
suance of OBC certificate (21%),
SC certificate (19%) and income
certificate (17%).

distributed as and when stu-
dents and teachers came to col-
lect them. “However, many par-
ents have left the city or did not
collect due to the lockdown. But
the process has begun again,”
said the official.

East MCD spokesperson
Arun Kumar said books have
been procured and distributed
through parents or children who
came to the schools when the
lockdown was lifted.

The EDMC has 365 schools
with around 1.75 lakh children
while the South body has 581
schools with around 2.5 lakh
children.

Ahead of
I-Day, cops
track calls
meant to
stir tension

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 10

DELHI POLICE have registered a
case of sedition against un-
known persons after a resident
of Northeast Delhi’s Khajuri Khas
claimed to have received a Voice
over Internet Protocol (VoIP) call,
with the caller allegedly trying
to incite communal tension.

According to police, the com-
plainant, Chander Mohan, made
a PCR call on Saturday evening
and claimed that some people
were trying to create tension by
talking about the construction of
Ram Mandir in Ayodhya and
calling for a disruption of
Independence Day celebrations
atRed Fort.

“Local police rushed to the
spot and the Special Cell was also
roped in. On the basis of his com-
plaint, an FIR under IPC section
124-A (sedition) and 120-B
(criminal conspiracy) was regis-
tered at Special Cell police sta-
tion,” a senior police said.

During investigation, police
found that similar calls were
made with numbers originating
from Australia and Dubai. In the
calls,aman’s pre-recorded mes-
sage is heard, in which he al-
legedly tries to create tension
and targets the Independence
Day celebration.

“We have examined all
recorded messages coming to
people through VolP calls and
found that the voice is similar in
all calls,” an officer said, adding
that they are also probing if the
calls have any links to the ISI.

Meanwhile, security has
been beefed up inall vulnerable
areas, especially those with a his-
tory of communal violence. The
Red Fort has also been put under
an unprecedented ground-to-air
security cover. “The security au-
dit of all local residents, includ-
ing tenants, has been completed
in Old Delhi,” the officer said.

students Eye on civic body

polls, AAP begins
restructuring effort

Gopal Rai with new office bearers. He said the appointments
will be completed by August 20

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 9:

THE AAM Aadmi Party has
started strengthening its organi-
sation at the MCD level by ap-
pointing in-charges down to the
ward level, the party's Delhi in-
charge Gopal Rai said Sunday.

The AAP had lost the 2017
municipal polls, when it had
made the electoral plunged in the
municipal level. The next round
of civic polls are scheduled to be
held in2022.

The party has been working
onrestructuring the organisation
over the last week, Rai said,
adding that the appointments
will be completed by August 20.
Workers who were active during
the 2020 Assembly polls and the

Covid-19 pandemicrelief and aid
work are being given preference,
he said.

"On Sunday, AAP has ap-
pointed Lok Sabha in-charges,
district in-charges, district com-
munication in-charges and
Assembly observers at all the 70
assembly constituencies. In the
second phase, in-charges for all
the 70 assembly constituencies
willbe appointed and in the third
phase, we will appointin-charges
atall the 272 wards," Rai said.

"Inthis restructuring process,
we are giving priority to the lead-
ers who have worked hard dur-
ing the 2020 Delhi Assembly
Election and also in the difficult
time of Covid-19 pandemic. The
restructuring process is happen-
ing from the top to the booth
level," he added.

DU begins process to
smoothen e-learning

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 9

THE DELHI University has
launched an integrated online
education programme to unify
online teaching-learning across
all colleges and departments.
The programme is seen as
preparation for beginning the
next semester in the online for-
mat.

Since the lockdown, Delhi
University has asked colleges
and departments to conduct
online classes.

However, this was con-
ducted with limited success,
with The Indian Express report-
ing that students have com-
plained of irregular classes, lack
of internet and device access,
and lack of online study mate-
rials in the Hindi medium and
for visually impaired students,
among other problems.

This week, DU launched a
“OneDU flagship programme”
with the stated aim to “aug-
ment and streamline online ed-
ucation by facilitating e-learn-
ing support through the Delhi
University Computer Centre by
creating an integrated online
platform and networking re-
sources and facilities for use by
all the university departments,
centres, colleges and other affil-

Delhi-NCR will see heavy rain today,
traffic snarls, waterlogging expected

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 9

TRAFFIC DISRUPTIONS and wa-
terlogging is expected in the
capital on Monday as the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has forecast one or two
spells of intense rainfall over
Delhi-NCR.

It is forecast that the inten-
sity of rainfall will pick up in the
early hours of Monday, and
parts of Delhi and NCR towns
can expect an intense spell of
40-50mm rain in a short dura-
tion, and there’s also a possibil-
ity of heavy showers of over
65mm at some locations.

Kuldeep Srivastava, head of
the IMD’s regional weather
forecasting centre in Delhi, said
the city began witnessing a
change in the rainfall pattern
Sunday onwards, which is fore-
cast to continue until mid-week
with the shifting of the mon-
soon trough, or the line of low
pressure, to the north of the
country.

"During this period, mois-
ture-laden south westerly

Delhi-NCR can expect upto 40-50 mm rain in a short
duration, IMD officials said. Gajendra Yadav

THE WEEK AHEAD

Day Forecast

Mon Moderate rain

Tue Moderate rain

Wed Moderate rain

Thu Lightrain

Fri Thundershowers

Sat Thundershowers
g

T T

winds from the Arabian Sea and
easterly winds from the Bay of
Bengal will reach Haryana,
Delhi-NCR and western Uttar
Pradesh. A cyclonic circulation
will also form and persist over
Madhya Pradesh and adjoining
areas of UP," he said.

“Under the influence of this
activity, moderate rain accom-
panied with one or two spells of
intense rain would occur over
Delhi between August 9 and 12.

Thunderstorms and isolated
heavy rain may also occur over
NCR during this period,”
Srivastava added.

The IMD's impact-based
forecast states that on Monday,
traffic disruption on roads and
water accumulation in low ly-
ing areas is expected in Delhi-
NCR.

As of Sunday, the IMD's
Safdarjung observatory, which
is representative of the city, re-

New Delhi

ceived Tmm of rain between
8.30am and 5.30pm. At the
Ridge observatory, 7mm of
rainfall was recorded as of
5.30pm.

For other states in northwest
India, heavy rainfall is expected
between August 10 and 12 at
isolated locations in eastern and
western UP, east Rajasthan,
Haryana, northern parts of
Punjab, Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh.

iated bodies...”

Apart from “integrating and
unifying” online teaching activ-
ities on one platform, a stated
aim of the programme is also to
facilitate support structures to
augment online education and
generate and disseminate e-re-
sources.

However, move has drawn
criticism.

“We believe that most cru-
cial is the development of the in-
frastructural facilities. In the
case of online classes, this in-
cludes the availability of equip-
ment and stable Internet con-
nection, the availability of
printed resources where inter-
netisinaccessible, etc.In the ab-
sence of such infrastructure fa-
cilities available to all, students
from socially and economically
backward sections will be at the
disadvantaged point. Thus, in-
troduction of any such techno-
logical innovation without
proper preparations addressing
the digital divide is bound to be
discriminatory... The University
must present before the student
community the exact data re-
garding accessibility of laptops,
Internet or other provisions; and
follow it up with concrete reme-
dial measures, before moving
ahead with any such plan,” read
a statement by the SFI's DU
chapter.

‘All efforts to
check virus
spread in jail’

New Delhi: Despite several pre-
cautionary measures, coron-
avirus managed to “enter the jail
but the...administration is put-
ting their best efforts and have
adopted a multi-pronged ap-
proach to fight it and to prevent
itsspread”, DG (Prisons) Sandeep
Goel told a High-Powered
Committee (HPC) headed by
Delhi High Court judge Justice
Hima Kohli. Goel also told the
HPC that as on July 30, a total of
61 prisoninmates and 165 prison
staff tested positive for coron-
avirus. The committee was also
told that the jail administration
has procured four oxygen con-
centration machines, out of
which two have beeninstalled in
the jail hospital at Tihar and one
each at Mandoli and Rohini jail
complexes. DG (Prisons) also in-
formed the Chair that they have
started the Rapid Antigen Testing
facility at Tihar Jail hospital and
Mandoli Jail hospital. The HPC,
which took stock of the ongoing
process of decongesting prisons,
was informed that a total of 4,439
inmates have been released so
far, of which 3,211 are undertrial
prisoners. ENS
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GOVT &8 POLITICS

A POSITIVE MOVE

LOK SABHA Speaker Om Birla is trying to ensure the Parliament
Building is more women-friendly. The Lok Sabha secretariat
recently informed that three automatic sanitary pad dispens-
ing machines have been installed in the Parliament House
Complex. The service is on payment basis. Apparently, this was
a longstanding demand of the women staff working in the
complex. Recently, the secretariat also agreed to the MPs’ de-
mand on making kadha, a herbal drink considered to be anim-
munity booster, available in the railway catering outlets in the
building in the wake of the Covid-19 outbreak.

ISOLATION TIME

AFTER SAD MP Naresh Gujral, who attended the meeting of the
Standing Committee of Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and
Justice last week, tested positive for Covid-19, the Rajya Sabha
secretariat has advised other members who attended the meet-
ing to take precautions and isolate themselves. The meeting
was conducted in adherence to social distancing norms and
members wore masks. Eleven members, including its chair-
manand senior BJP leader Bhupender Yadav and former Union
Minister Shiv Pratap Shukla, attended the meeting.

ON THE AGENDA

THE MEETING of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Information Technology on Tuesday could be interesting. On
the agenda s a briefing by the Ministry of Communications on
suspension of telecom services and Internet and its impact
and India’s preparedness for 5G rollout. It is learnt that chair-
man Shashi Tharoor may seek clarifications from the ministry
about the Internet shutdown in Kashmir. The BJP members
had objected to discussing this at the last meeting too. The 5G
rollout too is a sensitive topic as there are reports that India is
going to exclude Chinese companies like Huawei and ZTE. The
panel could seek views of the ministry on this too.

Trust vote in Manipur
Assembly today

JIMMY LEIVON
IMPHAL, AUGUST 9

THE MANIPUR Assembly is go-
ing to vote on a trust motion on
Monday to decide the fate of the
coalition government led by
the BJP.

Manipur Chief Minister N
Biren Singh moved the trust mo-
tionon Friday in the wake of ano-
confidence motion by the
Opposition Congress.

A highly placed source said
the Chief Minister had convened
ameeting of all legislators of the
ruling coalition to discuss the
strategy for Monday. The
Speaker, however, did not attend
the meeting, added the source.

The Congress moved the no-
confidence motion on July 28 af-
ter the state government did not
act on the Opposition’s demand
to hand over to the CBI the high-
profile drug seizure case involv-
ing former BJP leader
Lukhosei Zou.

The Congress chief whip K

Govindas hasissued awhiptoits
legislators, asking them to vote
against the trust motion moved
by the Chief Minister without fail.

Disciplinary action will be ini-
tiated under Para 2(1) of the
Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution if any member of
the party violates the directive
and abstains from voting, says
the whip.

The BJP Chief Whip and min-
ister Th Bishwajit Singh has also
issued a whip to party legislators
to attend the session and vote in
favour of the trust motion.

The 60-member House now
hasastrength of 53, including the
Speaker Y Khemchand, after four
members were disqualified un-
der the anti-defection law and
three BJP MLAs resigned. The
Congress has 24 MLAs and the
ruling coalition has 29 members,
including the Speaker, 18 BJP leg-
islators, four MLAs each from
NPP and NPF, one each from
Trinamool Congress and Lok
Janshakti Party and an
Independent MLA.

‘Whoever forms govt in Bihar,
common minimum plan must’

LJP president CHIRAG PASWAN
speaks to DIPANKAR GHOSE &
HARIKISHAN SHARMA on why
the Bihar elections should be
postponed, why he thinks the
Nitish Kumar government has
not tackled Covid-19 well and
the need for a Common
Minimum Programme in the
next govt. Excerpts

Why are you suggesting
delaying the elections? Is
there feedback from the
ground?

At the end of the day, it is the
Election Commission that has to
take the decision. Having said
that, it is the responsibility of
every political party as well, be-
cause we are in touch with the
masses, to give the correct pic-
ture to the EC. Which is why we
gave in writing that we cannot
putalarge population in danger.
After the code of conduct is in
force... there is election cam-
paigning, nukkad sabhas, rallies.
It is beyond my understanding
how this can happen with social
distancing. Every public repre-
sentative wants to meet as many
people as possible. If in that ef-
fort, they do a rally with no so-
cial distancing and there is one
mistake, then you will be putting
abig population in danger...

Have you discussed this with
your allies?

Yes, I have discussed this
with BJP national president J P
Nadda. I told him very clearly
that Bihar is not prepared for
elections right now.

What did he say to you? JD(U)
has said they are for
elections, and have said the
opposition is running away
Nobody is shying away from
elections. Let me say this very
clearly that Lok Janshakti Party
is 100 per cent prepared on all

THE EXPRESS
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CHIRAG PASWAN
LJP PRESIDENT

243 seats. But yes, we have our
concerns...

Do you believe the idea of
virtual campaigning
disadvantages some parties
over others?

Itis not about a disadvantage
to a party. It is a disadvantage to
a huge section of society that is
economically backward. If you
gotoavillage in Bihar, how many
people have smartphones? How
many people have internet ac-
cess or understand technology?

Lakhs of migrants have
walked home, Covid
numbers are rising, there are
floods to deal with. How has
the government tackled this
crisis in the last five months?
Could have been much,
much, much better. On floods,
we see the same pictures every
year. The present Chief Minister
has an experience of 15 years,
and has been seeing this for fif-
teenyears. What has changed?1
have repeatedly written about
the linking of rivers that we
should bring. I can predict that
this time next year, it will be ex-

actly the same. On Covid-19,
testing is next to nothing, there
were terrible reports from quar-
antine centres...

What would you have done
differently? Would you have
brought back returning
migrants with more
immediacy?

To begin with, on migrant
labour, I had said very strongly
that you have to bring them
back. They are people from our
state. You cannot see them walk-
ing and dying on the street. Our
Chief Minister constantly said
that because of the lockdown
they are not giving us permis-
sion. But at the same time, UP
CM Yogi Adityanath was send-
ing buses. Why did our Chief
Minister leave people on the
streets to die? When he had
taken oath fifteen years ago, he
had said that his dream was that
within four months, every Bihari
migrant should come back.
Fifteen years later, this was then
agolden opportunity.

All of this that you are saying
sounds more like an
opposition leader, and less
like an ally. Whatis your
reading of your alliance with
the JDU and the BJP?

[ have always been saying
Bihar first Bihari First..They say I
am questioning my own govern-
ment. First things first, [ have no
government in Bihar... The LJPis
not a part of the government in
Bihar. We have no minister in the
government. Till there was, [ had
a platform to make my sugges-
tions reach the cabinet. Since our
minister fought the Lok Sabha
elections and became MP, we
have no minister. Yes | support
the Bihar government because I
have an alliance with the BJP. At
the Centre, [ am supporting
them. But you have shut all win-
dows. You do not answer the

‘Will build grander Parshuram
statue than the one SP promised’

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 9

IN HER attempt to outdo the
Samajwadi Party (SP) and woo
the Brahmin community, BSP
chief Mayawati said Sunday if
voted to power, her party would
build hospitals and other infra-
structure named after Lord
Parshuram and a statue of his
grander than the one promised
by the SP.

“When the BSP comes to
power, modern hospitals and
community centres will be con-
structed especially in the name
of Parshuram — considered the
symbol and pride of the Brahmin
community— as well as anicon
of other religions and castes,”
Mayawati said in a statement.

Claiming that the Brahmins

Mayawati

had reposed their trust in BSP,
she said, “Our government,
keeping aspirations of the
Brahmin community in mind,
will construct a statue of
Parshuram grander than the one
promised by the SP.”

She also said if people from
the Kshatriya and Vaishya com-
munity expressed their desire,
their sentiments would also be
kept in mind and fulfilled.

A few days ago, the SP had
announced that it would build a
108-foot statue of Parshuram,
and since then, both the parties
have been attacking each other
for neglecting Brahmin icons

and leaders. With a four-cor-
nered contest on the anvilin the
polls, all major parties are jock-
eying to bag the lion’s share of
Brahmin votes.

Opposition parties, including
Congress, have derided the BJP
government for allegedly target-
ing Brahmins in the wake of the
“encounter” of gangster Vikas
Dubey, a Brahmin. Citing the
case of Dubey, Mayawati went
on to accuse the state govern-
ment of doublespeak.”

Responding to her, SP
spokesperson Rajendra
Chaudhary said, “Some of our
leaders, under the banner of
Bhagwan Parshuram Chetna
Peeth, expressed their desire to
build a statue of Parshuram, and
the party approves it asitis a
matter of faith, not a
competition.”

phone. You don't reply to letters.
[ am only giving suggestions....

How long has
communication been shut
with the Chief Minister?

Since I started this Bihar first,
Bihari first yatra. I started in
October, November last year.
Since then, I have not spoken to
him. On the Sushant Singh
Rajput matter, for the first time
after so long I spoke to him for
ten minutes. But that was only
on Sushant.

So can we see a new CM face
in Bihar?

Honestly, | am not looking at
who becomes Chief Minister. My
concern is that whatever gov-
ernment is formed next, if an
NDA government is made, or a
government is made where the
LJPis part of it, then there needs
to be a Common Minimum
Programme. This is the tradition
of every coalition government.
This time it hasn’t happened be-
cause overnight the Chief
Minister left Mahagatbandhan
and joined NDA. The agenda is
the one of the
Mahagathbandhan that is oper-
ating. That is a reason to worry
for me. If work is happening on
‘saat nischay’, then whose
agendais that? Anagenda made
by Congress,JDU and RJD. I want
my own agenda... Even on CAA-
NRC, whatever the Centre pro-
posed, he (Nitish Kumar) passed
a resolution against that in
Vidhan Sabha. Tomorrow, in an-
other government if [ am ig-
nored, or no agenda of mine is
included, why would I be part of
that government?

Soa Common Minimum
Programme before the polls?
Of course before polls, who
has seen post-polls.
FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

BJP president ] P Nadda (left) at the event in New Delhi where
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was addressing party workers
in Andaman & Nicobar Islands on Sunday. P11

PM: For new India,
govt’s work must
reach everyone

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 9

FOR A new India to develop, the
entire nation needs to progress
and the government's work
must reach every person, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi told
party workers in Andaman and
NicobarIslands on the eve of the
launch of high-speed broadband
connectivity in the islands.

“For the development of a
new India, the entire nation needs
to progress. The government may
function from a specific point, but
its work should reach every one
and more importantly, to the per-
son at the end of the row,” Modi
said while interacting with BJP
workers on the islands via video-
conferencing.

He said high-speed broad-
band internet connectivity —
scheduled to be launched
Monday — will help the resi-
dents to connect with other
parts of the country.

“Everyone will be able to
avail the benefits of all kinds of
online services amid the pan-
demic. Andaman and Nicobar
Islands will now face no problem

in connecting virtually to the
world,” he said.

The Prime Minister is sched-
uled to inaugurate the subma-
rine Optical Fibre Cable (OFC),
connecting Chennai and Port
Blair, on Monday, via videocon-
ferencing. The cable will also
connect Port Blair to Swaraj
Dweep (formerly named
Havelock Island), Little
Andaman, Car Nicobar, Kamorta,
Great Nicobar, Long Island, and
Rangat. The foundation stone for
the project was laid by Modi on
December 30,2018 in Port Blair.

“India is fortunate that we
have various things in different
areas to be developed. In
Andaman & Nicobar, we are go-
ing to lay an emphasis on indus-
tries related to seafood, organic
products & coconut-based
products,” said the Prime
Minister during the virtual in-
teraction, also attended by BJP
chief ] P Nadda.

Addressing workers, Nadda
outlined the steps taken by the
Modi-led NDA government in
the country’s fight against Covid-
19.Healso outlined about the ac-
tivities of BJP workers across the
country.

Year on, Cong yet to get regular
president; Sonia remains at helm

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 9

ON AUGUST 10 last year, the
Congress Working Committee
(CWC) appointed Sonia Gandhi
interim president of the party,
“pending the election of a regular
president by the AICC”, after her
son Rahul stepped down from
the top post.

A year later, the grand old
partyisyettofinda“regular” pres-
ident. At an official briefing on
Sunday, Congress spokesperson
Abhishek Singhvi said Sonia’s
“tenure” is expiring Monday and
atthe same time,added thatitdid
not mean the seat automatically
falls vacant that same day. “Sonia
Gandhiis the president...she will
continue till such time asa proper
procedure is implemented and it

will be implemented in the not
too distant future,” Singhvi said.
Sources said Rahul’'s much-
speculated return to the helm
will depend on the convening of
an AllIndia Congress Committee
(AICC) session. Those close to
Rahul say only an AICC plenary
session canre-elect him since he
had stepped down. Convening an
AICC session now is not possible
due to Covid-19, sources said.
Inother words, it means Sonia
will continue as party chief for
some more time, although several
party leaders now feel the party
should end the uncertainty over
itsleadership at the earliest. While
some leaders speculated that a
CWCmeeting will now have tobe
convened to extend her tenure,
the party believed the CWC had
not mentioned any specific time
frame whenitasked Sonia to take

overasinterim presidentlastyear.

Inthat context, Singhvi's state-
mentevoked surprise. Earlier, PTI
quoted Lok Sabha MP Shashi
Tharoor saying “it’s unfair to ex-
pect her (Sonia)carry this burden
indefinitely”, and argued that the
party should arrest the growing
public perception, fuelled by adis-
missive media, that the Congress
is adriftand rudderless.

At the briefing, Singhvi said
“there is no point giving simple
views”.

“Just like nature abhors a vac-
uum, political parties cannot func-
tioninavacuum. Itis true that the
tenure is expiring tomorrow, but
thereisalaid down procedure...if
anybody is suggesting that the
Congress willbecome headless on
the stroke of midnight on 10th of
August I think you have toonly ask
yourself, is it possible...”

EX-SERVICE|

CONTRIBUTARY HEALTH SCHEME
(ECHS) EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

§

~RAMNATH GOENKA-—

ECHS Roorkee invites the application to engage OIC on
contractual basis at ECHS Polyclinic, Roorkee For 'Terms &
Conditions', Application Forms, Contractual Remuneration
and other details kindly see our website www.echs.gov.in.
Interview will be conducted in first week of Sep. 2020 at
Station Headquarter, 'A" Branch Conference Hall, BEG &
Centre, Roorkee. Application to be submitted to ECHS Cell,
Stn HQ, Roorkee on or before 25 Aug 2020 at 1200 hrs,
application received late will be summarily rejected. Please
contact ECHS Polyclinic, Roorkee at Tele No. 01332272152.
Candidates to bring original documents, PAN Card & Adhar
Card on the day of interview, No TA/DAadmissible.

HAMARE ESM HAMARI SHAAN

HFCL LIMITED
(Formerly HIMACHAL FUTURISTIC COMMUNICATIONS LIMITED)
CIN: L64200HP1987PLC007466
Regd. Off: 8, Electronics Complex, Chambaghat, Solan - 173 213 (Himachal Pradesh)
Web : www.hfcl.com Email: secretarial@hfcl.com Tel : 91-1792-230644 Fax No.:91-1792-231902
NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Regulation 29 read with Regulation 47 of the SEBI
(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulation, 2015, that a meeting of
the Board of Directors of HFCL Limited is scheduled to be held on Monday, 17th August,
2020 at New Delhi, to consider and approve, inter-alia, the un-audited Financial Results
of the Company for the 1st quarter ended on June 30, 2020, of the financial year 2020-21,
both on Standalone & Consolidated basis.
In compliance of the provisions of the SEBI (Prohibition of Insider Trading) Regulations,
2015 and the Company’s “Code of Internal Procedures and Conduct for Regulating,
Monitoring and Reporting of Trading in Securities by Designated Persons", the Trading
Window for dealing in the securities of the Company for all the Designated Persons
including Insiders, had already been closed w.e.f. July 01, 2020, and the same shall re-
openonAugust 20, 2020.
The said Notice is also available on the website of the Company at http://www.hfcl.com
as well as on the websites of Stock Exchanges — The BSE Limited at www.bseindia.com
and The National Stock Exchange of India Limited at www.nseindia.com.

for HFCL Limited

(formerly Himachal Futuristic Communications Limited)
Sd/-

(Manoj Baid)

Senior Vice-President (Corporate) & Company Secretary

Place : New Delhi
Date : 07.08.2020
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Assam: Asst prof booked
for Facebook post on Ram

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, AUGUST 9

AN ASSISTANT professor from
Silchar’s Assam University has
been booked for hurting reli-
gious sentiments by allegedly
putting up a derogatory
Facebook post about Ram, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

The comments were posted
by Anindya Sen on August 5—on
the day of the bhoomi pujan cer-
emony for the Ram temple in
Ayodhya—and a case was filed
on August 8 after a complaint
from one Rohit Chanda, whose
Facebook profile describes him
asan ABVP member. In his com-
plaint, Chanda alleged that Sen
made derogatory remarks on
Ram and “continuously posts

such abusive posts defaming
Hindu dharma and also abuses
constitutional posts like Prime
Minister and Home Minister of
the country”.

It is learnt that the case has
been filed under IPC sections 294
(obscene acts), 295A (outraging
religious  feelings) and
501(defamatory matter).

“Yes, a case has been regis-
tered over the FB post. The com-
plaint is about the post hurting
religious sentiments. We will in-
vestigate the matter,” Cachar SP
B L Meena told The Indian
Express.

However, Sen said he never
intended to insult any Hindu god
or goddess ‘The Ramayana isan
epic. Ithas many versions. At dif-
ferent points, Ram has been crit-
icised. I am not the first one to

FORM NO. URC-2
Advertisement giving notice about
registration under Part | of Chapter XXI
[Pursuant to section 374(b) of the companies
Act, 2013 and rule 4(1) of the Companies
(Authorized to Register) Rules, 2014]
Notice is hereby given that in pursuance of sub-
section (2) of section 366 of the Companies Act,
2013, an application is proposed to be made
after fifteen days hereof but before the expiry of
thirty days hereinafter to the Registrar at Delhi
that M/s. UNITED MANUFACTURING CO, a
partnership firm may be registered under Part | of|
Chapter XXI of the Companies Act 2013, as a

Company Limited by shares.
1. The principal objects of the company are as
follows:
To carry the business of fabrication of fire-
fighting equipments, Oil Tanker and all kinds
of vehicles bodies and other related activities.
2. A copy of the draft memorandum and articles
of association of the proposed company may
be inspected at the office at K-74, Udyog
Nagar, New Delhi-110041
3. Notice is hereby given that any person
objecting to this application may communicate
their objection in writing to the Registrar at
Central Registration Centre (CRC) Indian
Institute of Corporate affairs (lICA), Plot
No. 6, 7, 8, Sector 5, IMT Manesar , District
Gurgaon (Haryana), Pin Code- 122050 within
twenty one days from the date of publication
of this notice, with a copy to the company at
its registered office.
Name(s) of Applicant
1. Gurpreet Singh

point out the criticism. It has
been done before as well,” the
assistant professor said.

VIJAYAWADA FIRE

Among victims, recovered pastor
who stayed back to be with wife

Nearby fire station’s swift
response helps save lives

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, AUGUST 9

SABBITHI ABRAHAM, 47, a pastor
atachurchinjaggaiahpeta, tested
negative for Covid-19 on Saturday;,
but decided to stay on at the
Swarna Palace Hotel that had
been turned into a Covid facility.
Abraham was sharing room num-
ber 201-1 with his wife Raja
Kumari,45, and decided to stay
back till her test result came in.
The couple were among the 10
people killed in a fire at the hotel-
turned-Covid facility on Sunday.
Abraham and his wife were
from Jaggaiahpeta, 80 km from

2. Harpreet Kaur

Dated this : 08.08.2020

©
E-Tender Notice

E- TENDER NOTICE NO. - ECR-CAO-C-N-
ETN-20-20-21
E- TENDER IS INVITED ON BEHALF OF
THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA FOR THE
UNDER MENTIONED WORK.
Name of work with it's location: (A) Earth
work in filling in embankment, blanketing,
p.way work, extension of bridges, PF wall,
extension of FOB, Boundary wall etc, for the
construction of Line No. - 4 at Ghoswar
(B) Earth work in filling in embankment,
blanketing, p.way work, extension of bridges
& FOB, construction of warf of platform,
approach road, boundary wall, etc for the
conversion of Harauli Fatehpur 03 Line
Crossing Station in to 05 line crossing
station in connection with New BG Rai Line
HJP-SGL project. Approx. cost of the work
of : Rs. 223345210.60, Earnest money to
be deposited: Rs. 1266700/-, Date and
time for closing of tender: 31.08.2020 at
14.30 hrs. Website particular, Notice
board location where complete details of
tender can be seen and addressed of the
office from where the tender form be
purchased etc.: The above E-Tender,
E-Tendering document alongwith full
information is available on website i.e.
http://www.ireps.gov.in
Note: In case of any descripencies found in
tender notice, English version will be final.
Tenderers are requested to visit the website
http://www.ireps.gov.in atleast 15 days
before last date of closing for latest
corrigendum/corrections etc in response to
this E-tender.

CAO/Con/North, E.C. Rly. MHX, Patna
PR/0506/CONN/Engg./T/20-21/52

E-Tender Notice

e-tender is invited on Behalf of the
President of India for the under
mentioned work: Sl. No. 1. Name of
the work with its location: Design,
Fabrication, Supply, Erection,
Testing & Commissioning of
11KV/433V substation equipments
and switch yard equipment etc. at
Coach Rehabilitation Workshop
Bhopal, West central Railway. E-
tender No. 2020/WP/Ele/ BPL-
LHB/WT-04(Open) 2. Approx. Cost
of the work: Rs. 29769341/- 3.
Earnest money and tender
Document cost to be deposited:
Rs. 298900/- and Rs. 10000/-
respectively 4. Date and time for
closing of tender: 10.09.2020 up
to 13:00 Hrs. 5. Website particular
and notice board location where
complete details of tender can be
seen and address of the office
from where the tender form can
be purchased etc: Tender can be
down loaded from IREPS website:
www.ireps.gov.in and detailed can
be seen from the notice board at
Office of CAO/WP, Chamber
Bhawan, J.C.Road, Patna-800001.
Any e-tenders which is sent by
Post/Courier/Fax or by hand will not
be accepted. All such manual
submission of tender even if it is on
firm's letter pad or received in time
will not be accepted. The above e-
tender document along with full
information is available on website
http://www.ireps.gov.in.
Dy.CEE/WP E. C. Railway, Patna
PR/516/WPO/ELEC/T/20-21/52

Handling Coastal Cargo”

preparation & submission of EOI.

The Expression of Interest (EOI) from parties is to elicit the interest for
operationalization of coastal berth and allocation of land for handling
coastal cargo. The Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust does not constitute any
binding/commitment from Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust to invite any or all
the parties in the subsequent bidding process. JNPT will not be
responsible / liable to any party in any way for costs associated in

The Port has Five Container Terminals, One Liquid Cargo Terminal and a
Shallow Water Berth where EXIM cargo is being handled. JNPT has
constructed Coastal Berth for handling coastal cargo and 8 Ha of land
available for storage of cargo with well-connected road & rail
infrastructure. JNPT intends to have optimum use of berth & backup area
to meet the estimated traffic demand of 2.5 MTPA. JNPT invites
"Expression of Interest" from interested parties who are keen to establish
their business at coastal berth for handling captive or general cargo.
Detailed Notice Inviting "EOI" may be seen on JNPT website www.jnport.gov.in
interested parties may submit their “EOI" either by hard copy or email by
17:00 Hrs. of 31st August, 2020, to the office of the Chief Manager
(Port Planning and Development Department). Tel.:
Fax. 91222724 4158; E-mail: cmppd@jnport.com

Vijayawada. They tested positive
for Covid-19afortnight backand
approached Ramesh Hospital,
which had leased the hotel to
lodge Covid-19 patients.
“Abraham had recovered and af-
ter his result came negative on
Saturday, he was told thathe can
go home but he decided to stay
back as his wife had not been
discharged,” a Revenue
Department official said.
Pastor K John Babu of Bethel
Ministries, Jaggaiahpeta, was
very close to Pastor Abraham.
“They have two young children
aged 12 and 14. Abraham was a
very kind- hearted man,” he
said. Reverend Benjamin of St
Thomas CSI Town Church of
Jaggaiahpeta said he had known
Abraham for many years. “He
was a pastor at Bethesda church.
He is well-known in
Jaggaiahpeta. He tested negative

Police officials outside the Swarna Palace Hotel in
Vijayawada on Sunday. P11

and give service on Sunday and go
back and pick up his wife but he
decided to stay back so that his
wife is not alone," he said.

Duddu Venkata Lakshmi Devi,
48, and her son Pavan Kumar, 20,
from Kandukur in Prakasam dis-
trict, were in room number 208
and 203, respectively. Firemen
found their bodies in a corridor.
Among the other victims were
Majji Gopi from Machilipatnam;
Maddali Ramesh from
Vijayawada; Potluri Purnachandra
Rao, 80, of Kodali; Dokku Siva
Brahmaiah, 57, from
Machilipatnam, SBabuRao, 68, of
Vijayawada; and Kosaraju
Suvarna Latha, 42, said Mandal
Revenue Officer P Jaya Sri.

Those who were rescued de-
scribed the chaos when fire
spread and thick smoke filled the
rooms. Pavan Sai Kishan, 20, who
was rescued from the third floor,

said the smoke made breathing
very difficult. “We were trapped
inourrooms. There was fire on the
staircase and I could feel the heat.
For about 15-20 minutes, we
screamed as our eyes hurtand we
struggled to breathe.”

“I broke my room'’s window
and climbed to a landing from
where [ screamed for help. Many
elderly patients just sat on beds
and prayed, fearing the worst.”

Health Minister A Krishna
Srinivas said that most of the pa-
tientsrescued were elderly. “They
are all very shaken by the experi-
ence butare fine. Ramesh Hospital
has admitted them,” he said.

Director of State Disaster
Response and Fire Services K
Jayaram Naik said, “The fire alarm
did not go off.Idon’t think the ho-
tel had any safety measures.
Action will be taken against the
owners and management.”

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, AUGUST 9

THE TOLL in the hotel fire in
Vijayawada could have been
much higher had the fire station
notbeensoclose and the firefight-
ers not risked their lives to rescue
Covid-19 patients trapped inside.

The firemen were initially un-
aware it was a Covid-19 facility.
Firefighters of Vijayawada Fire
Station, located about 1.5 km from
the hotel, reached the spot within
four minutes of getting a call.

Krishna district Fire Officer M
Sreenivas Reddy said the SOS
cameinat5:09 am. “The firsten-
gine and firemen were there at
5:13 am. The ground floor lobby
and a portion of the first floor were
afire. They called for backup from
nearby stations. Within minutes,
five engines and 43 personnel
were there,” Reddy said.

“By the time we reached, the
ground floor lobby was inaccessi-
ble. After assessing that it was a
major fire, we sought help from
fire stations at Autonagar, Ajit
Singh Nagar and Kothapeta. We
started hosing from one side and
putupladders toreach the higher
floors. By that time, a few patients
had climbed out of windows and
stood on a landing. We tied ropes
around their waists for safety and

they climbed down,” said K

for Covid-19 just a day before.
We were expecting him to come

M/s V3S Infratech Pvt. Ltd. is pleased to
inform that the “V3S East Centre
“Commercial Complex” at Plot no. 12, Laxmi
Nagar Distt. Centre, Vikas Marg, New Delhi”
has been accorded with Environmental
Clearance vide Ref. No. F. No. 21-8/2020-
IA-Ill Dated 9" March, 2020 from Ministry of
Environment & Forests, Govt. of India. The
copies of the clearance letters are available
with the Ministry of Environment & Forests
and can also be seen on their website
www.envfor.nic.in

M/s V3S Infratech Pvt. Ltd.

@ JAWAHARLAL NEHRU PORT TRUST

(PORT PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT)

1SO 9001:2015, ISO 14001:2015, ISO 27001:2013, ISO 45001:2018 CERTIFIED
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

For “Operationalization of Coastal Berth and Allocation of Land for

91 22 2724 4156;

Chief Manager (PP & DD)

Description:

Estimated cost:
Earnest money:

Completion Period:
Security Deposit:

originals.

be summarily rejected.

&

Government of India

Department of Atomic Energy,
Board of Radiation and Isotope Technology,
Engineering Support
Vashi Complex, Navi Mumbai 400703

TENDER NOTICE NO. BRIT/ES/2020-2021/01

Chief Executive, BRIT, Vashi Complex, behind APMC Fruit Market, near Govt. Ware House, Turbhe,
Navi Mumbai 400703, for and on behalf of The President Of India hereby invites sealed tenders from eligible
contractors on the approved list of Central/State PWD, MES, Railway and others for the following work.
Annual Contract-Maintenance and housekeeping jobs of various Plants Buildings
along with terrace cleaning, drain cleaning & sweeping of Roads at Vashi Complex,
Navi Mumbai, Medical Cyclotron Facility, Parel and at Project House, Anushakti
Nagar for the year 2020-2021.

Rs.57,00,000 (Including18%GST)

Rs.1,14,000.00 (This deposit should be either in the form of Demand Draft order
deposit at call Receipt issued in favour of Pay & Accounts Officer, BRIT)

Twelve Months (One Year).
5% Performance Guarantee + 2.5% Security Deposit

Tender documents will be available at the office of the Assistant Personnel Officer, BRIT, Vashi
Complex, behind APMC Fruit Market, near Govt. Ware House, Turbhe, Navi Mumbai-400703, and can
be purchased on any working day between 10.00 hrs. To 15.00 hrs. (excluding Sundays, Mondays and public
holidays) from 11.08.2020 to 22.08.2020 on payment of Rs.1000+G.S.T@18% (Total rupees One thousand
one hundred eighty only) per set in cash (non-refundable) against written application and on production of (a)
Bank solvency certificate of minimum value Rs.22.80 Lakhs (b) Latest income tax clearance certificate
(Last3years), (c)List with evidence of similar works (Maintenance and housekeeping related to buildings
and laboratories) in hand and completed in last seven years indicating agency for whom the work has been
carried out, Value of work, stipulated and actual completion period, Present status. (The cost of work 40% of
3 similar works, 60%of 2 similar works or 80% of 1 similar work) (d) Performance Completion certificates,
(e) List of Technical staff and administrative staff available (f) Annual Turnover during last five years
(g) Proof of GST registration and (h) PAN Card.

After examining these documents, blank tender forms shall be issued only to the firm prima facie found
competent to carry out the tender job. Sale of tender/ opening of tender do not imply acceptance/ approval.
Tenders will not be sent by post. The tenders will be issued only after the verification of certificates with the

Tenders duly filled in should be placed in sealed cover, prescribed with the name of work, should be
deposited in the box provided at Security counter, Vashi Complex, behind APMC Fruit Market, near Govt.
Ware House, Turbhe, Navi Mumbai- 400703, up to 14.00 hrs. On or before 25.08.2020 and will be opened
by Senior Manager (Engineering Support), BRIT, in his office at 15.00hrs. On 25.08.2020 in the presence of
such contractors who desires to attend.

Acceptance of tenders will rest with the Chief Executive, BRIT, Vashi Complex. Who does not bind
himself to accept the lowest or any other offer and reserves to him the right to reject any or the entire offer
received without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Offers which do not fulfill all or any of the above conditions and incomplete in any respect are liable to
For further details regarding eligibility of contractors, conditions please visit www.britatom.gov.in

Senior Manager (Engineering Support)
For and on behalf of The President Of India

Date : August 10, 2020

informed separately.

thereof.

#. Notice Invitin
= . Production o
TR

TVC’s and Audio-Video
Digital Contents to Promote
Himachal Pradesh Tourism

The Department of Tourism & Civil Aviation,
Himachal Pradesh invites e-Tender from the inter-
ested professional agencies/companies/produc-
tion houses for production of Tourism promotional
advertisement films (TVC’s) and audio-video digi-
tal creative contents for social media campaign for
promotion of Tourism in Himachal Pradesh. The
duration of the advertisement films (TVC’s) will be
60 seconds, 30 seconds and the duration of social
media video’s creative series will be 3 minutes
each which will be further edited to 60 seconds
and 30 seconds to promote various unexplored
tourist destinations of Himachal
TVC’s and social media videos/creative’s series
should be prepared in such a way that it gives the
viewers a high quality and engaging experience
about Himachal Pradesh. The Tender must be
uploaded online on or before 15.09.2020 till 3.00
PM. The hard copy of the Technical Bid must also
be submitted in the Department along with original
Demand Draft of Earnest money. The document in
Technical Bid should be same as uploaded online.
The Technical Bid of only those bidders will be
opened who have submitted th hard copy also or
before the due date and time along with earnest
money draft. The Technical Bids will be opened on
16.09.2020 at 11.00 AM at the Directorate of
Tourism & Civil Aviation, Block 28, SDA Complex,
Kasumpti, Shimla-9 (H.P) in the presence of bid-
ders or their authorized representatives whosoev-
er present at that time. Financial Bid of only tech-
nically qualified bidders will be opened later on
and the date of opening of financial bid will be

The details and tender document may be down-
loaded from the website: www.hptenders.gov.in.
Conditional, incomplete and tenders without earnest
money will not be entertained. Tenders submitted
after due and time will not be considered.

The Director, Tourism & Civil Aviation, H.P.
reserve the right to accept or reject any or all
the tenders without assigning any reason

Department of Tourism & Civil Aviation, Block
No. 28, SDA Complex,
171009. Ph. 0177-2625924.

E-Tender for
Promotional

Pradesh. The

H.P. Shimla-

2766/HP

Kasumpti,

Naresh, Fire Officer, Vijayawada
Fire Station.

The blaze at the hotel. P11

Naresh said as he and his team
started the operation, officials in-
formed him that the people inside
were Covid-19 patients. “We were
a little concerned but their lives
were at risk, so we plunged into
the operation. We broke panes
and went into rooms. Many pa-
tients were inshock,” Naresh said.

Reddy said the fire broke out
nearastaircase, making entry dif-
ficult. “Thick smoke was coming
outof theentrance and there was
no other staircase or fire escape.
Firemen who tried to go through
the smoke had to rush out. After
that, we used ladders.”

The fire official said nine of
those who died were on the sec-
ond floor. “Out of the 10 dead,
seven died due to the smoke in-
side their rooms and two died in
the corridor. One person died of
injuries on the first floor. We res-
cued 23 people, including 21

E-Tender Notice
The Divisional Railway Manager
(Engg)/E.C.Railway/Samastipur for
and on behalf of the President of India
invites Open Tender from experienced
and financially capable tenderers for
the following works in E-Tendering
mode of IREPS web portal of Indian
Railways: SlI. No. 1. Tender Notice
No. TC-110-2020-SPJ Name of work:
Narkatiaganj - Paniyahwa - CTR(S) =
10.583 Km. Tender Value. (In Rs.):
2,22,30,764.99 Earnest Money (In
Rs.): 2,61,200/- Completion period
of the work: 12 months SI. No. 2.
Tender Notice No. TC-111-2020-SPJ
Name of work: Sagauli - Narkatiaganj-
CTR (S) =8.704 Km Tender Value. (In
Rs.): 1,85,19,857.06 Earnest Money
(In Rs.): 2,42,600/- Completion
period of the work: 12 months. SI.
No. 3. Tender Notice No. TC-112-
2020-SPJ Name of work: Repairs of
road surface of various LC and its
approach along with recoupment of
various boards in NKE-RXL section.
Tender Value. (In Rs.):
1,17,33,968.24 Earnest Money (In
Rs.): 2,08,700/- Completion period
of the work: 10 months. SI. No. 4.
Tender Notice No. TC-113-2020-SPJ
Name of work: Supply of 70,000 cum
machine crushed stone ballast 50mm
size as per Rly. Specification for Track
ballast and loading the same into any
type of wagon from Bakudih/ Pakur for
Samastipur Division (For Year 2020-
21). Tender Value. (In Rs.):
8,66,32,000/- Earnest Money (In
Rs.): 5,83,200/- Completion period
of the work: 12 months. SI. No. 5.
Tender Notice No. TC-114-2020-SPJ
Name of work: Provision of two nos.
additional opening 1x3.0m each RCC
box culvert at km 64/1-2 between
Kamtaul-Jogiara Station Tender
Value. (In Rs.): 89,89,729/- Earnest
Money (In Rs.): 1,79,800/-
Completion period of the work: 12
months 1. Last Date & time for
receiving of Tender in E-Tender mode
on IREPS web portal : - 28/08/2020
upto 15.00 hours. 2. Opening Date &
time for E-Tender: 28/08/2020 after
15.00 hours. 3. Website particulars
where complete details of tender &
tender document can be seen on
Website: www.ireps.gov.in.
Amendments/modifications, if any
shall not be published in the
newspapers but the same shall be
uploaded in the website.
Sr. D|V|s|onal Engineer/Co-ord
E.C. Railway/Samastipur
PR/513/SPJ/ENGG/T/20-21/76

Office of the Director
Ground Water Department, U.P.,

A-2/39, Vishal Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, India

Phone No. 0522-2302804

Website: www.upgwd.gov.in, Email: upgwd.in @gmail.com

IBRD Loan No. 8725-IN
National Hydrology Project
National Competitive Biddin

No.- 17(P) /GWD/WBP/NHP (Rejuvenation of Piezo.-Il),
Rejuvenation and Reconstruction of Existing Piezometers

1. The Director, Ground Water Department, U.P. on behalf of Government of Uttar Pradesh, invites bids

from eligible and qualified bidders through Two-Envelop Bidding Process with e-Procurement, for work

mentioned in the following table:-

Lucknow: Dated: August 05 , 2020

Covid patients,” the official said.

All 43 firemen who were
partofthe rescue operation have
been sent to 14-day quarantine.

Draft EIA can
undo hard-won
environmental
gains: Rahul
slams Centre

EXPRESS NEW SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 9

SENIOR CONGRESS leader Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday said the draft
Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) 2020 notifica-
tion, which hasbeen placed by the
government for public feedback,
is “disgraceful” and “dangerous”
and has the potential to undo
hard-fought gains won over the
years in the battle to protect the
environment.

“The EIA 2020 draft is a disas-
ter. It seeks to silence the voice of
communities who will be directly
impacted by the environmental
degradation it unleashes,” Gandhi
said. “Not only does it have the po-
tential to reverse many of the
hard-fought gains that have been
wonover the years in the battle to
protect our environment, it could
potentially unleash widespread
environmental destruction and
mayhem across India,” he said.

Jairam Ramesh, the head of
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Science and
Technology, Environment, Forests
and Climate Change, continued
his criticism of the draft. Pointing
out that the Environment
Protection Act of 1986 came about
after the Bhopal gas tragedy, he
said that the draft EIA will undo
many key provisions of the
EPA,1986. “Hence it’s not only
dangerous but blatantly illegal.
Subordinate legislation cannot
rewrite the mother law,” he said.

Gandhi questioned the ex-
emptions proposed in the draft.

“According to our ‘Swachh
Bharat’ propagating government,
iflabelled ‘strategic’, highly pollut-
ingindustries such as coal mining
and other mineral mining will no
longer require Environmental
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aurav Dhameja (Advocate)
RU-5, Pitampura, Delhi-34

PERSONAL

I,MANOJ KUMAR,S/0 JAGADISH
S KUMARR/0-A-19/20
DOUBLE-STORY MALKA-
GANJ,DELHI-110007,have
changed my name to MANOJJ
S KUMAR,for all purpose.

0040544273-1

1,MANISH KUMAR,S/O
JAGADISH S KUMAR R/0-A-
19/20 DOUBLE-STORY,MALKA-
GANJ DELHI-110007,have
changed my name to MANISH
S KUMAR,for all purpose.
0040544273-2

l,Garvit Sharma,S/o
Purshottam Sharma,R/o-
402,Saraswati-Bhandar
Gandhi-Nagar,Delhi-
110031,inform that name of
mine has been written as
Akash Sharmain myLIC-
Policy N0.121129251. The
actual name of mineis Garvit
Sharma which may be
amended accordingly.

0040544273-3

1,Dino Bondhu Ray,S/o0 Surendra
Nath Ray R/0-B-131,Ram Puri
Surya-Nagar
Ghaziabad,UP,have changed
my name to Dino Bandhu
Ray,for all purposes
0040544273-4

Impact Assessment. Neither will
highways or railway lines passing
through dense forests and other
ecosensitive areas, that will result
in the massive hacking down of
trees...,” he said.

Meghalaya: Man
accused of raping
minor lynched

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, AUGUST9

A42-YEAR-OLD man accused of
raping a minor girl in
Meghalaya’s South Garo Hills
district was thrashed to death,
police said on Sunday.

Harun Sheikh was accused of
raping the eight-year-old in the
intervening night of August 7
and 8.

P Pandey, SP of South Garo
Hills district, told The Indian
Express that the victim's mother
informed her husband of the al-
leged rape and he, in turn, gath-
ered at least four others and
thrashed Sheikh.

“He was injured and police
took him to the nearest PHC as
soon as possible. But he died,”
Pandey said."A case has been reg-
istered and investigation is on. We
have arrested four persons and
another is under investigation.”

EFLU V-C
appointed UGC

member

New Delhi: Prof E Suresh Kumar,
Vice Chancellor of The English
and Foreign Languages
University (EFLU), Hyderabad,
has been appointed by the
Centre as Member, University
Grants Commission (UGC) with
immediate effect from August 8.
A gazette notification was re-
leased in this regard. ENS

Office of the Superintending Engineer,
Bulandshahr Circle, P.W.D., Bulandshahr

No. 5972/96M(4)-BSR CIRCLE/2020
Short Term E-Procurement Tender Notice

Dated.-29.07.2020

1. The Superintending Engineer, Bulandshahar Circle, U.P. PW.D Bulandshahar invites on behalf of Governor of
Uttar Pradesh online percentage rate composite on two bid system from eligible registered contractors with
UPPWD in Class A Category for building works registered contractor in any Central and State Department or
government/semi government undertaking for building works. The detailed document is available on UP
Government e-tender http://etender.up.nic.in And UPPWD website http://www.uppwd.gov.in

2

Sr. Name of Work Bid Security | Costof | LastDate | Dateand Period of SI.[ Name of Work & Location | Estimated cost | Earnest | Stipulated | Last Date & | Time & Date

No. in(Rs.) | document | and Time of | Time of Completion No (Excluding GST| Money period of time of | of Opending

(Rs.) Submission | Opening of (Rs.in Lac) (Rs. in completion | Submission | of Technical

of Bid Bid Lacs) of online bid bid

! 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 Constructi 2f B k (200 94£:35 00 19400 24 N5I th 18 0862020 18. 0872020

T [Rejuvenation and| 8,00,000.00 | 5000.00 | 15-09-2020, | 15-09-2020, | 18 Months arson 'gg;acn;‘;'ﬁfu&h : ) on (12.00 PM) | (03:30 PM)
Reconstruction of Existing| (Rs. Eight |+ 18% GST| 15:00 Hrs 15:30 Hrs. |including Monsoon Vahini PAC, Govindpuram at

Piezometers Lac only) =5900.00 Season District Ghaziabad U.P.

2. It is compulsory for bidder to have all eligibility as given in bid document and interested bidder will

submit their rate for above services through e-tender.

w

>

www.upgwd.gov.in

Note:- In case of any difference in Hindi and English version, terms and conditions mentioned in English

version would prevail.

UPID-154144 Dt. 05.08.2020
WWww.upgov.nic.in

. Eligible, interested bidders may see and download the bid document from 14-08-2020 at 11:00 hours
to 14-09-2020 at 17:00 hours from website https://etender.up.nic.in. Fee as mentioned in Column-
4 of above table in form of Demand Draft, on any scheduled / Nationalized Bank, payable at Lucknow
and Bid Security as mentioned in Column-3 of above table, in the form of, as mentioned in the bidding
document, in favour of Director, Ground Water Department, Uttar Pradesh, payable at Lucknow, should
be submitted at the above address on or before 15-09-2020 upto 15:00 hours and scanned copy of
it, must be uploaded with e-tender also.

Detailed Bid Document can be downloaded from website https://etender.up.nic.in and

Ground Water Department, U.P

Sd/-

Sd/- (Maneesh Verma)

Director,

Executive Engineer
C.D.-2, PWD, Ghaziabad

3. The Bid can only be submitted after deposition of Cost bid document & EMD (Refundable) money through net
banking on the tender portal site http://etender.up.nic.in Through the available getaway and uploading of other
document as specified in this bid document.

4. All registered contractors have to upload Turnover certified by C.A. of last 5 year and details of maximum cost
work satisfactorily completed in last 5 years on Charakya Software before Submission of tender. Details of E-
Tender uploaded on http://etender.up.nic.in shall also be uploaded on UP PWD Charakya Software before last
date and time of submission of Tender.

5. Period for downloading tender document 10:00 am hrs. on date 11.08.2020 to 12:00 PM on date 18.08.2020.

6. Last date of submission of bid 12:00 PM on date 18.08.2020

7. Opening of technical bid 3:30 hrs. dated 18.08.2020

8. The date of time of opening of financial bid to the qualified bidders shall be intimated by email and the list of
qualified of bidders shall be upload on the tender portal.

9. Details and conditions/rules related to bid available on http://etender.up.nic.in

UPID-NO.154124
DATE 29.7.2020
WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN

Sd/-
(Ajay Shankar Singh)
Superintending Engineer
Bulandshahar Circle, P.W.D., Bulandshahr

New Delhi
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Sushma, the wife of Captain Deepak Sathe, the pilot-in-
command of the Air India Express plane that crashed in
Kerala, pays tribute after his body was brought to the Mumbai
airport. The funeral will take place on Tuesday. Deepak Joshi

KOZHIKODE PLANE CRASH

Survivor recalls
horror: Passenger
a seat away died

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST9

KK RIYAS, one of the survivors of
the flight mishap at Kozhikode on
Friday, said he had resigned him-
self to the thought that the end
was near.

The 26-year-old, now under-
going treatment at a private hos-
pital in Kozhikode, said a passen-
ger sitting a seat away from him
died in the mishap, which took
place when an Air India Express
flight skidded off the tabletop run-
way and fell into a valley.

“Itwas sheerluck thatIdid not
suffer any major injury. Whenthe
flight touched the runway, I felt
the aircraft jolting heavily. I don’t
remember what actually hap-
pened in the few seconds after
that. ThenIfound myself trapped.
I could not move my legs or hands.
I had got stuck between the front
seat and my seat. The overhead
console had fallen heavily on my
head, trapping me.”

“My right hand was across my
face and got pressed against my
nose.Iwas struggling tobreathe.|
heard people cryingin panic, par-
ticularly children. Many were call-
ing for help.Iheard the passenger
beside me saying that his relative
in the aisle seat was ‘over’. He
could not move as his legs had
sustained serious injury and he

Activist Ilina
Sen dies
of cancer

New Delhi: Author, activist and
teacher Ilina Sen, who spent
many years in Chhattisgarh
working with trade unions, the
underprivileged and tribals, died
after a battle with cancer on
Sunday in Kolkata. Sen is sur-
vived by her husband, Dr Binayak
Sen, and two children.

Sen was a
fierce critic of
alleged hu-
man rights vi-
olations in
Chhattisgarh,
loudly voic-
ing her oppo-
sition to the
government-
backed anti-
Naxal militia Salwa Judum,
which was later declared illegal
by the Supreme Court. She was
the acclaimed author of the
books Inside Chhattisgarh: A
Political Memoir and Sukhvasin:
The migrant woman of
Chhattisgarh. Her husband
Binayak was accused of being a
courier of Maoists. ENS

Ilina Sen

s

KK Riyas

too was trapped between seats
like me,” said Riyas.

He said though he was sitting
in the window seat, he could not
even turn his head, let alone look
outside. “After some time, a few
people came into the flight and
tried to extricate me. They could
not, but said that the firefighters
are coming,”

Riyas said firefighters came
and managed to rescue him by
separating the seats. He said he
reached the hospital in Kozhikode
around 11 pm.

Riyas, who is from
Velimmannavillage in Kozhikode,
said he went to Dubai six months
ago in search of a job as a sales-
man. “I would have returned
much earlier but for the lock-
down.”

RAJASTHAN

11 of Pak migrant family dead,
suicide abetment case filed

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,AUGUST 9

ELEVEN MEMBERS of a family of
Pakistani migrants were found
dead at a farm in Lorta village of
Jodhpur district on Sunday morn-
ing, police said.

Police said the dead include
Budha Ram and his wife Antra
Devi, both in their 70s, their
daughters Laxmi, Priya and
Suman, son Ravi, and five
children.

Jodhpur Rural SPRahul Barhat
said they found some pesticide,
sedatives, and empty vials from
the spot, with atleast one of cou-
ple’s three daughters being a
trained nurse.

Ravi’s brother Kewal Ram,
who, police said, was sleeping
outside the hut where the bodies
were found and seems to be the
only surviving member, blamed
his in-laws for driving the family

Police personnel in Lorta village of Jodhpur district. ANI

to suicide.

“Kewal Ram said he and his
brother Ravi were married to two
sisters, also from a Pakistani mi-
grant family, who had been living
with their parents in Jodhpur’s
Mandore. Kewal Ram told us the
sisters had beenrefusing to come

to Dechu and that their domestic
dispute had been going on for
several years. A point of conflict
was custody of the children.
Kewal Ram has four children, one
of whom is with his wife while
three were here,” the SPsaid. The
three are among the five children

who were found dead.

“The cause of death will be es-
tablished through post mortem.
As for circumstantial evidence,
we found pesticide and sedatives
nearby, and empty vials,” SP
Barhat said.

Police said an FIR has been
lodged under IPC Section 306
(abetment of suicide) based on
Kewal Ram’s complaint. “He has
claimed that his in-laws had
been troubling his family and
were levelling allegations,” the
SPsaid.

Police said Kewal Ram, how-
ever, ruled out that someone
from outside could have poi-
soned the family, since he was
outside the hut where the de-
ceased were found.

“We are also questioning him
and cannot give a clean chit to
anybody. Two of the girls were
trained nurses; we are looking at
thataspectas well. We are exam-
ining the vials,” the SP said.

Kerala landslide toll rises to 43

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST9

THREE DAYS after a row of quar-
ters on a tea estate in Kerala’s
Idukki district was buried in a
landslide, 20 people continue to
be missing. Rescue workers on
Sunday managed to retrieve 17
more bodies from the rubble and
sludge, taking the death tollin the
incident to43.

Following heavy rain, a hillock
ontheteaplantationatRajamala,
aremote village near Munnar, had
come down, burying the estate
quarters in the early hours of
Friday. Out of the 78 people who
lived in the quarters, 15 could be
saved during the rescue work that
wasimpeded for nearly aday due
to bad weather and lack of road
access.

Forest Minister K Raju, who
visited the spot on Sunday, said
the search would continue till all
the missing persons are ac-

60,000 COVID CASES PERDAY

India tops in new case count,
but low in population share

AMITABHSINHA
PUNE,AUGUST9

WITH MORE than 60,000 new in-
fections being recorded every day
for the last three days, India has
emerged as the single largest con-
tributor of Covid casesinthe world,
overtaking even the US — but
whenitcomesto populationshare,
itis still way down the ladder, be-
low atleast 90 other countries.

On Saturday, over 64,000 new
infections were detected across
the country, which accounted for
more than 22 per cent of the 2.84
lakh cases recorded globally on
the day.

The US and Brazil, with the
largest number of infections sofar,
have logged a far fewer number of
cases than India in the last three
days, with numbers ranging just
above the 50,000 markin this pe-
riod.Indiarecorded 1.88 lakh new
casesin this three-day period, fol-
lowed by Brazil (1.68 lakh)and the
US(1.58 lakh).

However, India has only 1,559
cases per million population,
while the global average is 2,541
cases per million. Similarly, while
India has the fifth largest number
of deaths due to Covid (over
43,500), it has recorded only 31
deaths per million population,
which is also less than at least 90
other countries.

The US, with over 48.36 lakh
confirmed cases till Saturday, had
been the largest daily contributor
of cases in the world since May. In
Brazil, more than 29.12 lakh peo-
ple have been infected with the
virus till now. And India has
recorded 21.53 lakh cases till
Saturday.

The outbreak had begun in
Brazil and India around the same
time, in early March, though the
first three cases in India were de-
tected in January-end. The US
recorded its first infections in the
second week of January.

But the early and complete na-
tional lockdown in India slowed
the spread of the disease, while

Rescue efforts were hit due to bad weather and lack of road
access. Twenty people are still missing. Express

counted for. “All agencies of the
state and a200-strong NDRF team
areactively engaged in the search,
which has been expanded now.
Incessant rain and poor visibility
have affected the search,” he said.

Many of the workers killed in
the incident had relatives in Tamil

the US and Brazil saw a spike dur-
ing this time, which has contin-
ued more or less, till now.

The gap between India and
Brazilamongstactive casesis much
narrower. India hasabout 6.28 lakh
active patients, while Brazil has 8.18
lakh. In the US, the number of ac-
tive cases is 23.46 lakh.

Meanwhile, the number of
tests being carried out in India
every day crossed the 7-lakh fig-
ure on Saturday for the first time,
withover 7.191akh samples. More
than2.41 crore samples have been
tested in India so far. Only three
other countries, China, the US,and
Russia, have carried out more tests.
The government has been target-
ing a testing capacity of 10 lakh
tests per day.

Apart from the US and Brazil,
only Russiaand South Africahave
more than 5 lakh confirmed cases.
But in India, Maharashtra has al-
ready registered more deaths
(over 17,000) than Russia (less
than 15,000) and South Africa
(justover 10,000).

Naduand scores reached the spot
from the neighbouring state after
obtaining a two-day entry pass
amid Covid restrictions. As the
earthmovers rummaged through
the debris, they eagerly looked for
some sign of their dear ones.
Meanwhile, the Opposition

has targeted the ruling CPM, say-
ing that the compensation de-
clared for families of the victims is
not adequate.

On Saturday, the government
declared a compensation of Rs 10
lakh each for the families of those
who died in the airport mishap in
Kozhikode. And, the compensation
declared for families of those killed
inthelandslide is Rs 5 lakh each.

Union Minister \Y
Muraleedharan, who visited
Rajamala, told the media that CM
Pinarayi Vijayan should not “neg-
lect the poor people”. “There
should not be any discrimination
in giving compensation,” he said.

The Chief Minister countered
the allegation, saying the compen-
sationis only aninitialannounce-
ment and that the government
would ensure all support for the
victims.

With the rivers overflowing,
fear has gripped the downstream
towns in Kottayam,
Pathanamthitta and Alappuzha
districts in central Kerala.

TRACKING INDIA'S COVID CURVE

CASES:

b 2153010

DAYS SINCE
PANDEMIC

TESTS: 2,41,06,545 | DOUBLING RATE: 24.01+*

RECOVERED: 14,80,884
DEATHS: 43,379

KEY STATES TOTAL SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* | RATE**
mMaharashtra | 5,03,084 12,822 | 2.21% | 32.59
mTamil Nadu 2,90,907 5883 | 2.09% | 3449
mAndhra 2,17,040 10,080 | 540% | 13.34
mKarnataka 1,72,102 7178 417% 17.26
m Delhi 1,44,127 1,404 | 0.76% | 95.11

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

**Calculated over 7-day growth

2.01

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress

in averting deaths

CASEFATALITY RATIO POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILY OUT
7 DAYS EARLIER: 7 DAYS EARLIER: DETECTED TODAY
213 8.83 64,399
NOW: NOW: RECOVERED TODAY:

8.93

Positives against
number tested
(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Data as on August 8, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers include
data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

53,879

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

Mukhtar Ansari’s

aide shot in Lucknow
encounter: UP STF

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 9

THE UTTAR Pradesh Special Task
Force (STF) gunned down a
gangster carrying areward of Rs
50,000 on his head in Sarojini
Nagar area of Lucknow in the
early hours of Sunday.

Rakesh  Pandey alias
Hanuman Pandey, 46, was a
close associate of gangster-
turned-politician Mukhtar
Ansari, police said. Pandey was
anaccused in the 2005 killing of
BJP leader Krishnanand Rai but
was acquitted last year. He was
from Mau district and had 12
cases against him, they said.

Police said Pandey was
wanted in at least two cases —
one each in Prayagraj and Mau
districts. The cases pertain to
cheating and attempt to murder
charges, police said.

Police claimed to have recov-
ered two country-made pistols
and two cellphones from
Pandey’s possession.

In a video that surfaced on
social media on Sunday, Rakesh
Pandey’s family members were

purportedly heard raising ques-
tions over the encounter. In the
video, they demanded a “thor-
ough inquiry” into the en-
counter. Pandey’s father Baldutt
Pandey was purportedly heard
saying that he wants to “ques-
tion the government on why my
son was killed in an encounter”
when there “were very few cases
pending against him”.

Rakesh Pandey had been
tending to his mother, who was
hospitalised in Lucknow and
was discharged recently, his fa-
ther purportedly said in the
video.

Superintendent of Police (SP),
STF, Sudhir Kumar Singh, said
they received a tip-off on
Saturday that Pandey and his as-
sociates were collecting weapons
and planning a crime in
Lucknow. In the meantime, po-
lice were informed that Pandey
was spotted ina carin Gudamba
area of Lucknow. A police team
reached the area and followed
the car. The driver increased the
speed of the vehicle and tried to
escape, as a result of which the
car collided with a tree near
Lucknow airport, said the SP.

Buxar SP orders probe
into ‘framing’ of RTI
activist’s minor son

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, AUGUST 9

THE BUXAR SP on Sunday or-
dered a probe to find out if the
local police were responsible for
showing an RTI activist’s 14-
year-old son as an adult after ar-
resting him under the Arms Act
when he was returning after
writing his Class 10 examina-
tions in February. Bihar DGP
Gupteshwar Pandey said he was
personally monitoring the case.

On August 8, The Indian
Express had reported on the is-
sue in a report titled ‘Son in jail
for five months, Bihar RTl activist
says 14-yr-old framed, declared
adult; DGP seeks details’.

Buxar SP Upendra Nath
Verma told The Indian Express,
“Sub-Divisional Police Officer
(SDPO), Sadar, is ordered to look
into the whole matter, whether
there is any fault at the police sta-
tion and station house officer
level. SHO Rajpur is ordered to
verify documents provided by
the RTI activist and send a pro-
posal accordingly to the court
and Juvenile Justice Board (J]B)
regarding the boy’s age.”

Verma also met the RTI ac-
tivist on Friday.

The RTl activist said, “The po-
lice response is very belated.
Anyway, | am somewhat re-
lieved now that there is a hint of
acceptance of mistake by the po-
lice. But if the matter is probed
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The Indian Express carried
the report on August 8

deeper, it would reveal collusion
of musclemen with the police in
framing my minor son in a false
Arms Act case. My son has been
suffering because lam an RTI ac-
tivist whose RTI queries have
been unmasking some influen-
tial people.”

The activist had exposed how
school students had got MGN-
REGS job cards and alleged
bungling in a village road
scheme. The RTI activist had also
sought details on paddy pro-
curement by the Primary
Agriculture Credit Society (PACS)
under the cooperative depart-
ment between 2009 and 2019.
He suspected the role of PACS
functionaries in framing his son,
who could not write his final pa-
pers due on March 2 and scored
83 per cent marks in the five pa-
pers he wrote.

Lalan Pandey, the minor’s
lawyer, said, “We have already
got a certificate from the school
that shows he was born in April
2006. We are soon putting it up
before JJB. If the police do the
same, it could only help us.”

4 Maoist camps busted in Odisha

AISHWARYA MOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR, AUGUST 9

A JOINT team of the Odisha po-
lice Special Operations Group
(SOG) and CRPF on Sunday
busted four Maoist camps after
a gunfight in the
Gandhamardhan reserve forest
in Bargarh district.

According to a statement by
the Odisha Police, the gunfight
broke out when the team of se-
curity personnel was out on a

combing operation that was
launched based on “reliable in-
telligence inputs regarding
camping of CPI (Maoists) and
planning of violent anti-state ac-
tivities” in the area.

Bargarh SP Padmini Sahoo
said the team spotted a group of
10-15Maoists, who started firing
on the security personnel, lead-
ingtoanencounter. “Based onthe
hand-written literature... recov-
ered from the spot, we are sus-
pecting that one of their high level
officials was present,” Sahoo said.

RSS in the time of Covid: From plasma donation to conducting last rites

SHYAMLAL YADAV
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 9

FROM THE Covid-recovered do-
nating their plasma in UP, Delhi,
Bengaluru, Guwahatiand Surat to
opening shelters for returning mi-
grants in Bihar; from distributing
food packets in West Bengal to
providing masks and sanitisersin
Karnataka; fromdonating TV sets
for students to access virtual
classes in Kerala to organising ve-
hicles during the lockdown in
Chhattisgarh — and helping con-
duct the last rites of victims in
Maharashtra.

Forthe RSSand its nationwide
network, the Covid outbreak and
thelockdown have brought about

a realignment in strategy --
shakha activities on the ground
are on hold and, instead, the en-
tire machinery has been redi-
rected tooutreach and relief work.

“During the lockdown, 5.07
lakh volunteers distributed over
4.66 crore food packets and
helped over 44.86 lakh migrantla-
borers. And since the lockdown
ended, we have been helping
labourers get their jobs back,” says
Parag Abhyankar, who heads the
RSS’s Seva Vibhag.

According to him, relief efforts
were Kickstarted by an appeal is-
sued on April 26,amonth after the
lockdown was imposed, by RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat: “Our seva
(service) must be without bias.
Seva is not an obligation but our

duty.”

According to the organisation,
the vibhag ran over 92,000 relief
centres in five months. The other
measures include: 483 medicine
distribution centres; donation of
blood by over 60,000 workers;
and, distribution of over 73.8 lakh
ration kits.

The decision to focus on relief
measures came after the outbreak
putall major activities of the group
on hold. The annual Akhil
Bharatiya Pratinidhi Sabha in
Bengaluru in March was can-
celled. Another key annual event,
the fund-raiser called
Gurudakshina, was postponed
from July to September 15.

During this period, many
workers and leaders, including

joint publicity chief Sunil
Ambekar, were infected with four
deaths — two in MP, one in
Maharashtraand anotherinBihar.
Today, the group's Delhi office is
almost empty with leaders
spreading out across the country.
From Bengal to Kerala, leaders
oftheRSSandits affiliates, suchas
Seva Bharati and Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh, said that focus
has shifted fully torelief work. The
key highlights:
MAHARASHTRA: Over
26,000 volunteers at 6,277 loca-
tions. Over 10lakh ration kits, over
87 lakh meals and over 5 lakh
masks and sanitisers provided.
Assistance for over 1 lakh no-
madic families. Over 24,000 peo-
ple donated blood at camps. Over

4,000 volunteers received train-
ing from municipal corporations
onusing PPEkits. Over 1,000 tem-
porary health facilities catered to
2 lakh people. “Over 100 volun-
teers also helped conduct the last
rites of those who had no family
support,” said Upendra Kulkarni,
the region's welfare chief.

WEST BENGAL: Food items,
cooked food, masks, sanitisers
and medical awareness sessions
for 2.5 lakh families. Food pack-
ets, each with 5 kg rice, 1 kg
pulses, 3 kg potatoes and 250-
300g of salt and cooking oil, dis-
tributed weekly, including to over
500 women in red-light areas.
The group also opened over 80
camps for migrant workers, and
medical helplines, said Jishnu

Basu, secretary (South Bengal).

BIHAR: “We provided food
packets and bottled water to mi-
grants returning on special trains.
Our volunteers also distributed
masks, sanitisers and food grain,”
said Ramdutt Chakradhar, a state
office-bearer.

RAJASTHAN: Distribution of
ration and food packets, prepar-
ing masks, shelters for migrants
and blood donation camps. "We
have also helped set up stalls of
fruits and vegetables, small busi-
nesses and farmers' groups,” said
an office-bearer. In Jaipur, over
12,600 workers distributed over
22 lakh food packets, 2 lakh fam-
ily ration kits and homeopathic
medicines for over 52,000
people.

New Delhi

CHHATTISGARH: Volun-
teers reached over 2 lakh benefi-
ciaries with food, ration, masks,
soap and sanitisers. Vehicles
arranged for over 1,000 people to
reach home during the lock-
down, apart from awareness
campaigns, blood donation
drives and counselling sessions.
“We helped people on the high-
way, and in tribal villages and
cities," said Surendra Kumar,
state publicity chief.

KARNATAKA: Over 8,400
volunteers distributed 71,667
ration kits, 1,04,377 food pack-
ets and 51,920 masks to over
3.17 lakh beneficiaries. Food
and ration distribution was
carried out in Bengaluru,
Bagalkot, Mysuru, Mangaluru,

Hubballi and Shivamogga, and
blood donation camps con-
ducted.

KERALA: Seva Bharati's
42,000 volunteers distributed
food packets, grocery kits and
medicine. They helped local
bodies prepare Covid centres
and took part in sanitation cam-
paigns. Seva Bharati also distrib-
uted TV sets for students to ac-
cess virtual classes. “So far, 42
lakh families in Kerala have ben-
efited from our voluntary work,”
said Gopalankutty Master, state
general secretary.

(WITHENSINPUTS FROM
MAHARASHTRA, WEST
BENGAL, RAJASTHAN,
BIHAR,CHHATTISGARH,
KARNATAKA, KERALA)
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WORDLY WISE
THE CHILDREN OF THE UNEMPLOYED ACHIEVE LESS
IN SCHOOL AND APPEAR TO HAVE REDUCED LONG-
TERM EARNINGS PROSPECTS. — BEN BERNANKE
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

AN UNEVEN RECOVERY

Services are seeing a greater fall, with job losses, localised
lockdowns holding back demand and sharpening the challenge

ROM THE LOWS observed in April, economic activity in India has gradually

climbed up in the weeks and months thereafter. While uncertainty looms

over the pace of the recovery — some indicators suggest that economic ac-

tivities have levelled off at lower levels — the picture that emergesis of an un-

even, two-paced recovery. The recovery in the manufacturing sector, espe-
cially in some segments, appears to be far greater as compared to the pick-up in the
services sector. This trend is observed in the purchasing managers index (PMI) for the
two sectors. After plummeting to a record low of 27.4 in April, the PMI manufacturing
rose to47.3 in June, dipping marginally thereafter to 46 in July. In comparison, the PMI serv-
ices, which plunged to a low of 5.4 in April, has limped thereon, touching 34.2 in July. It
is unlikely that the gap between the two will narrow significantly in the near term.

Faced with grim income prospects, households have curbed their discretionary spend-
ing. Services, non-essentials in particular, have suffered disproportionally from this fall
indemand. Adding to that s the fear of moving in crowded places which is also constrain-
ing consumption of services such as restaurants and hospitality, travel and tourism and
others despite the easing of lockdown restrictions. There are several indications to this ef-
fect. For instance, reports in this paper reveal that despite restaurants and eateries being
allowed to reopen, more than 60 per cent of licensed eateries in prominent areas of Delhi
continue to remain shutand are yet to renew their trade/health licences. The effects of this
collapse in demand for services, and non-essential manufacturing, on jobs and incomes
are quite visible. As reported in this paper, 40 of the BSE 100 companies that have an-
nounced their results for the first quarter of the current financial year have seen a decline
intheir aggregate employee expenditure — indicative of a fall in both employees and em-
ployee costs. Some indication of the extent of the losses incurred during this period will
reflect in the quarterly GDP estimates (to be released at the end of this month) in the
“trade, hotels, transport, communication and services related to broadcasting”, and the
“financial, real estate and professional services” category.

The near term prospects don't appear promising. With income and job losses, self-
imposed restrictions on movement, and localised lockdowns to deal with the spread of
the COVID-19 pandemic continuing to influence consumption patterns, demand for serv-
ices is likely to remain muted. In such a scenario, both individuals and businesses are
likely to continue to be risk averse. Much will depend on the success in containing the
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic.

BEIRUT IN THE DARK

The ammonium nitrate blast is a grim reminder: Despite the
strict regulation of hazardous substances, risks remain

HE EXPLOSION IN the Beirut docks area last week has left more than 150

citizens dead, over 5,000 injured, swathes of the city levelled and the dock

out of commission, which could cause a food crisis in Lebanon in the days

ahead. Shock and confusion over the cause of the devastating explosion has

turned into public anger, bringing on the spectre of a political problem.
All this damage owed to a single explosion. The blast had produced a powerful shock
wave and a mushroom cloud, and it was briefly mistaken for the detonation of a nuclear
weapon. But the explosion turned out to have involved 2,750 tons of ammonium nitrate,
which had been improperly stored in a densely populated area.

Ammonium nitrate is best known as an agricultural fertiliser, but itis dual-use. Itis also
an element of binary mining explosives like ANFO and the fertiliser or nitrate bomb, an
improvised device used by militant organisations ever since the Irish Republican Army
deployed it in bombings in the 1970s. The same technology was also used in Oklahoma
City in 1995, Baliin 2002 and Norway in 2011. After a nitrate stockpile was revealed to have
caused the disaster in Beirut, other nations have woken up to the risk. In Australia, for in-
stance, residents of Newcastle are concerned about a storage facility which holds about
four times the volume of nitrate stockpiled in Beirut.

In India, there is concern over 740 tonnes of ammonium nitrate stored in a customs
warehouse in Chennai since 2015, when it was apparently imported without the required
licence. The customs department has clarified that it is stored in a safe location far from
human habitation, but given the hazardous nature of the chemical, which has been un-
der the Explosives Act since 2011, it could have been disposed of. In fact, in dealing with
the dispute between the importer and the customs office, a court had drawn attention to
the number of accidents involving ammonium nitrate across the country, and the fact
that in a span of four years, 16,000 tonnes of the chemical went missing. S Ramadoss of
the PMK has suggested that the stockpile could be diverted to agricultural use, and cus-
toms officials are in a hurry to dispose of the chemical at the earliest. Better late than
never. The accidentin Beirut is a reminder that despite the strict regulation of hazardous
substances internationally, the risks remain.

FRrREEZE FRAME E P Unny

Teardvop of india,
OnCe under such Tule

Fall and rise

While global recovery could lift India’s economy in
2021, domestic drivers for growth are still unclear

PRACHI MISHRA

INDIA’S ECONOMY WAS weak in 2019, but
appeared tobe near a trough. Just as the econ-
omy was starting to look up at the beginning
of this year, the rising tide gave way to the
COVID-19 shock. The global economy is fac-
ing the most unprecedented shock in post-
war history. The shock is truly different this
time around. One key difference vis-a-vis the
earlier episodes is that the fear and scare fac-
tor among citizens was not prevalent during
any of the previous recessions. The COVID-19
shockaalso has this unique feature whichis the
response to the shock itself, that is, the virus
control and social distancing measures repre-
sent a physical constraint on economic activ-
ity, making it unparalleled.

When the constraint is physical, sharp
contractions in economic activity are bound
to happen. We project global GDP to contract
by 3.5 per cent in 2020. This is almost cer-
tainly the deepest recession since at least the
Second World War.

The good news is that global recovery has
already begun, and global GDP is rising. The
key risk to the global sequential recovery,
however, is the fact that the virus has not been
brought under control in the US, and across
several emerging economies. Compared to
rest of Asia, the situation is strikingly worse in
India too, where new cases have accelerated
— especially since the reopening began — and
now stand at approximately 50,000 per day.
This compares with less than 2,000 new daily
additions on average in the rest of the region.
The situation in India and the US, along with
localised outbreaks in several parts of the
world, raises the risk of a rise in infections as
economies open up further, which might trig-
ger renewed government restrictions or vol-
untary changes in behaviour that could weigh
on growth.

The lockdowns and rising public anxiety
about the virus led to a sharp deterioration in
economic activity in India. After a deep con-
traction in the April-June quarter, we expect
the economy to rebound mechanically. Going
forward, we expect a step-down to a more
normal, and lower sequential growth pace.
Different parts of the economy are likely tore-
cover from the hit at different speeds.
Industrial activity could possibly normalise,
especially in manufacturing where control-

Discretionary fiscal policy
support, defined as targeted
support to households and
businesses, the kind of policy
support that can revive any
economy quickly in times of
an unprecedented shock like
we have seen, is tepid in our
view. Indeed, credit rating
agencies appear to be less
worried about the worsening
of fiscal and debt positions in
the short-term — in fact, it is
the reverse. They appear to be
more concerned about the
fact that India may not have
the administrative and fiscal
capacity to implement large
fiscal support, and that
would be a headwind to
growth.

ling the virus might be easier. In contrast, in-
dustries in which it is harder — travel or en-
tertainment for example — will still be in a
gradual normalisation process, and probably
won'’t rebound completely until a vaccine is
available. Our quarterly estimates imply that
real GDP would contract by 4.4 per cent in
FY21; this would be the deepest recession
India has witnessed since 1980.

Several high frequency economic indica-
tors are displaying sequential improvement,
which has likely set in a sense of compla-
cency amongst market participants. What
we are currently witnessing appears to be a
tug-of-war between improving economic
data, and the still escalating virus situation. It
isimportant to note, however, that what we
are witnessing is just the normalisation of
activity from extremely low levels; this may
not be evidence of marked improvements in
domestic macroeconomic fundamentals.
Overall activity still remains weak. For exam-
ple, Eway bills — tax applications filed for
movement of goods are 25 per cent lower as
compared to the same time last year; vehicle
registrations are tracking a 45 per cent year-
on-year decline; and both Google and Apple
mobility trackers reported contraction of 40
per cent compared to normal levels.

The key question that markets are con-
fronted with is — what will be the key
macroeconomic drivers of Indian growth
going forward?

Discretionary fiscal policy support, defined
as targeted support to households and busi-
nesses, the kind of policy support that can re-
vive any economy quickly in times of an un-
precedented shock like we have seen, is tepid
inourview.Indeed, credit rating agencies ap-
pear to be less worried about the worsening of
fiscal and debt positions in the short-term —
infact, itis the reverse. They appear to be more
concerned about the fact that India may not
have the administrative and fiscal capacity to
implement large fiscal support, and that
would be aheadwind to growth. What would
reassure markets and avoid further credit rat-
ing downgrades is not lower fiscal spending
in the short-run as many perceive, but most
importantly a strategy to revive growth, com-
bined with a credible fiscal plan for the
medium term.

Market participants also wonder why
India has not seen more aggressive fiscal pol-
icy support, not only compared with ad-
vanced economies but with other emerging
economies too, and given the nature and
scale of the shock. One possible explanation
— an underlying implication of Viral
Acharya’s recent book Quest to Restoring
Financial Stability in India — is that fiscal
dominance during normal times, which ba-
sically allowed the sovereign to runabout 10
per cent deficits, implies that the govern-
ment’s ability to apply countercyclical pol-
icyis severely curtailed during a crisis. In the
short term, the economy has to pay a price.
The price of not saving and investing in an
umbrella when there is sunshine is that we
have to bear the costs when it is raining.

Monetary policy and the central bank
have been the main “game in town”; the RBI
has reduced policy rates by 115 bp since the
crisis hit, combined with tools to inject lig-
uidity, and regulatory measures. India’s pol-
icy rate easing, in fact, remains comparable
with the “average” conventional monetary
policy support we have seen across emerg-
ing and advanced economies. We expect the
MPC to reduce interest rates further, even
though it decided to pause at its August meet-
ing. It appears that it took a “wait and watch
approach” given that inflationary pressures
have started to show up in the data; and with
the intention to save firepower for the future.
Our view is that there is clearly a need to do
more, conditional on the evolution of the
economy so far, and our forecasts for the rest
of the year, and the fact that the support from
fiscal policy has been muted so far.

Finally, the exchange rate has remained re-
markably stable in this crisis. The RBI's real ef-
fective exchange rate has actually strength-
ened by 4 per cent since pre-COVID, and
would actually be a drag on growth. Therefore,
while pent up demand, favourable base ef-
fects,and massive policy supportinadvanced
economies driving the global recovery could
lift India’s economy in 2021, we struggle to see
any domestic fundamental forces to drive
India’s growth ahead.

The writer is chief India economist,
Goldman Sachs, India

A DEAF EAR TO TAGORE

Why the decision to cancel Visva-Bharati’s spring and winter festivals is disturbing

AUROBINDO GHOSE

RABINDRANATH TAGORE ONCE said, “You
cannot cross the sea merely by standing and
staring at the water”. Tagore was not only a
man of words but also a man of action, who
put his theory of education into practice by
starting an Ashram school in 1901 at
Shantiniketan. Twenty years later, he
founded the Visva-Bharati. It became a cen-
tral university in 1951 with the prime min-
ister as its Chancellor.

Visva-Bharati means the communion of
the world with India. Tagore wanted his stu-
dents’ view of society to be informed by in-
ternationalism, humanism and universal
brotherhood. He viewed the traditional
school, bounded by its four walls and
weighed down by a rigid curriculum, as a
prison. At Shantiniketan, classes are held in
open air. The idea is to be close to nature,
where students could define their bound-
aries of knowledge.

An extension of Tagore’s concept of fu-
sion of education with life is Shantiniketan’s
spring festival, Basanta Utsav. The Poush
Utsav, celebrated during winter at Visva-
Bharati, is also inspired by this ethos. The
poet often said that the purpose of this an-
nual fair was to encourage interaction — eco-
nomic, cultural and social — between the var-
sity and its neighbouring villages.

The Poush Mela has been a site for so-
cial and cultural interaction for decades. It
also attracts thousands of visitors from
across the globe, including former students

It’s no coincidence that the
Visva-Bharatis traditions are
being undermined at a time
when the RSS-affiliated
Shiksha Sanskriti Utthan
Nyas headed by Dinanath
Batra has publicly demanded
that Tagore’s thoughts —
particularly those related to
nationalism, the divide
between religion and
humanity and the limits to
patriotism — be expunged
from NCERT textbooks.

eager to return “home” to pay homage to
Gurudev.

Take out the Basanta Utsav and Poush
Mela from Visva-Bharati, and it will become
unrecognisable. The university’s current Vice-
Chancellor Bidyut Chakrabarty is attempting
tobring about such an “ideational change”. He
believes that such a change is essential to im-
prove the institution’s health.

Visva-Bharati’s motto, “Where the world
makes a home in a single nest”, indicates its
inclusive, secular and international charac-
ter. Till now, the University has functioned
on UGC grants and other public funds. The
VC's appeal to the corporate houses to con-
tribute money to build the University’s cor-
pus fund signals a departure that is anath-
ema to Tagore’s idea of an educational
institution based on co-operation, rather
than a profit motive.

Similarly, the move to build a tall con-
crete wall around the university campus,
segregating it from the neighbouring resi-
dential colonies, goes against Visva-
Bharati’s ethos.

The University’s executive council has
decided to cancel the Poush Mela and the
Basanta Utsav — “Basanta Tandav” accord-
ing to the VC. He says that the university is
“ill-equipped” to hold these festivals. The
Poush Mela has been discontinued without
consulting the Shantiniketan Trust, the
body officially authorised to organise the
fair.

The VC maintains that the campus is in-
capable of holding this event because of its
inaccessibility. He also contends that the
Mela leads to over-crowding and pollution.
However, the Poush Mela’s more than 100-
year-old history is a testament to the organ-
ising committee’s acumen in resolving such
problems. More importantly, these deci-
sions seem part of a broader agenda. It's no
coincidence that the Visva-Bharati’s tradi-
tions are being undermined at a time when
the RSS-affiliated Shiksha Sanskriti Utthan
Nyas headed by Dinanath Batra has pub-
licly demanded that Tagore’s thoughts —
particularly those related to nationalism,
the divide between religion and humanity
and the limits to patriotism — be expunged
from NCERT textbooks. The outfit report-
edly has taken umbrage at the poet’s down-
playing of patriotism — “patriotism cannot
be our final spiritual shelter. My refuge is
humanity,” he said.

The year-long centenary celebrations of
Visva-Bharati are slated to begin from the
third week of December. This is the time
when the Poush Mela would usually have
been held at Shantiniketan. There seems to
be a concerted move to strip the centenary
celebrations of Tagore’s spirit of inclusive-
ness. Hence, the decision to ban the Poush
Mela and Basanta Utsav.

The writer is a lawyer and human
rights activist

AuagusT 10,1980, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

TALKS UNCERTAIN

UNCERTAINTY PREVAILED OVER the pro-
posed preliminary talks set to begin on August
10 on the foreign nationals' issue at Imphal as
the All-Assam Students' Union declared it
would not go the negotiating table unless the
actions against government employees were
revoked. The formal invitation for talks from
Manipur Chief Minister R Dorendra Singh was
received by AASU during the day. The AAGP
leadership is also meeting to take a decision
on the matter. AASU president Prafulla
Mahanta and AAGP general secretary Bhrigu
Phukanin astatement expressed doubt about
the Centre’s attitude towards the people of
Assam and called upon the people to be ready

forlaunching an agitation with greater vigour
and determination if necessary.

UNRULY STUDENTS

THE POLICE FIRED 12 rounds of tear gas
shells to disperse an unruly mob of students
at Shyam Lal College when they turned vio-
lent after stopping all vehicular traffic out-
side their college. This is the first student vi-
olence reported this year. Several persons,
including passersby, police personnel and
DTC employees, were injured and at least six
DTC buses damaged. Traffic on G T Road,
from the old Yamuna Bridge upto Shyam Lai
College came to a standstill as the students
held up 25 buses. Yamuna Bridge was offi-

New Delhi

cially declared closed at 9 a.m. and, opened
to traffic only after 12 noon.

YAHYA KHAN DEAD

THE FORMER PRESIDENT of Pakistan,
General Yahya Khan, died in Rawalpindi on
the night of August 8, the Associated Press
of Pakistan reported. He was 63. He became
Pakistan’s third president in succession to
Ayub Khan, whose 10-year rule ended
abruptly after rioting and domestic unrest.
But within three years, Khan’s government
collapsed, Pakistan's eastern wing pro-
claimed itself as the independent nation of
Bangladesh and the career of the brilliant
soldier-administrator was at an end.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“However, it appears that the Saudis’

lack of interest in resolving the Kashmir

dispute has touched a raw nerve in ruling circles, and the government expects
our Arab brothers to do more to help end the suffering of the India-held

region.” —DAWN
An August lesson The new
An emotionally integrated India offers the best defence against both internal C Onsumer
and external threats and challenges _ )
We will have to see how ‘wait and watch’
changes to the ‘spend and support’
the growth curve

M VENKAIAH NAIDU

THE ADJECTIVE “AUGUST” means respected
and impressive, something special. The
month of August has special significance in
the history of modern India. The freedom
struggle came to fruition on August 15, 1947.
Five years prior to that, the Quit India
movement was launched with a clarion call
to “do or die” by Mahatma Gandhi on August
8.0n the fifth of this month, construction of
the Ram Temple in Ayodhya commenced.
These events were a culmination of long-
drawn struggles that offer certain lessons for
the present and the future.

India’s independence was not just
about the end of colonial British rule. It was
also bringing down curtains on the dark age
of about 1,000 years that began with the
invasion of Mahmud Ghazniin 1001.1t was
the period when India’s inherent
weaknesses were exploited by a regular
stream of invaders, traders and colonialists.
The socio-cultural-economic landscape of
our country was brutally battered and
exploited, enfeebling the masses.

The invaders had a free run coming in
and looting at will. The lack of a sense of
belonging to each other and the missing
unity of action and purpose among the
myriad rulers of the day made the country
a soft target. Solo campaigns of brave
resistance by the likes of Prithviraj
Chauhan, Maharana Pratap, Chhatrapathi
Shivaji, Rani Laxmibai of Jhansi,
Veerapandya Kattabomman, Alluri
Sitarama Raju were not adequate.
Moreover, there were Mir Jaffers all
through. A divided nation suffered from
disgrace and dismemberment. Once rich,
India was reduced to an ocean of poverty
and backwardness.

During this long dark period, India lost
its soul and inner strength. The people
began to rediscover themselves as British
colonial exploitation became evident. The
freedom struggle brought the people
together in the quest to shape their own
destiny. It was rightly called the Indian
National Movement as emotive
nationhood gained currency. The follies of
along period of disunity were too stark to
be ignored. Finally, the Indian nation was
born on August 15, 1947. It is hence
appropriate to say that the hard-fought
independence was the liberation of our
country from the dark age of centuries
marked by lack of social cohesion and the
glue of nationhood.

The Quit India movement was the most
defining moment of our freedom struggle.
The Quit India Resolution adopted on
August 8, 1947, stressed that “...the
immediate ending of British rule in India is
an urgent necessity for both the sake of
India and for the success of the United
Nations. The continuation of that rule is
degrading and enfeebling India making
her progressively less capable of defending
herself and contributing to the cause of
world freedom.”

A few hours later on the same day, in
his Quit India speech, Gandhi roared with
a clarion call to the people to “do or die”.
The apostle of peace and non-violence
who lent a moral and mass dimension to
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the freedom struggle, using such language
had rattled the British who were already
reeling under the crippling impacts of the
World War-II. Why did Gandhiji say so?

Since his return to India in 1915,
Gandhiji steered the freedom struggle ona
new path using the “force of truth” as a
weapon to open the eyes of the British to
the need for letting Indians govern
themselves. His approach found resonance
across the globe with British coming under
pressure even from their war-time allies
to mend their colonial ways. For long,
Gandhiji engaged the British in
negotiations, seeking to prevail on them.
India was declared as a party to the Second
World War without even consulting the
leaders of the freedom struggle and the
people. This incensed Gandhiji and others.

Fearing a Japanese invasion from the
east and under pressure from the allies to
gain the support of Indians for the war
efforts, the Cripps Mission was sent to India.
But it failed as it fell short of the demand
for immediate independence for the
country. Gandhiji who had a good measure
of the mind of the British, their trickery of
divide and rule and shifting goalposts,
decided that it was the time to strike. The
three words he used urging the masses to
“do or die” had the fullest contextual
justification and fired the imagination of
the people. The then Viceroy Linlithgow
unleashed violence to quell the movement,
but it lasted for two years.

The freedom struggle was marked by
different streams of thought and action. To
start with, moderates like Dadabhai
Naoroji and Pherozeshah Mehta took to
petitioning the British for incremental
improvements. Assertive nationalists like
Lala Lajpat Rai, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and
Bipin Chandra Pal believed in bold action.
Revolutionaries like Khudiram Bose,
Chandrasekhar Azad, and Bhagat Singh
took to armed resistance. Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose revived the INA and sought
Japanese help to evict the British from
India. It was, however, Mahatma Gandhi
who emerged as the voice of the freedom
struggle for over 30 years.

Though territorially not integrated, the
people had been in different kingdoms and
provinces over the centuries, they were
bound by shared cultural norms and
values. Temples were key instruments of
such cultural homogeneity. The foreign
invaders were bent on destroying this
cultural fabric. Major temples were
attacked, looted and destroyed, resulting

The humiliating experiences
of the last millennium
should guide us. The first
lesson is — united we stand,
divided we fall. An
emotionally integrated India
offers the best defence
against both internal and
external threats and
challenges. We need to knit
an India based on the
principles of democratic-
righteous governance that
upholds equality of all and
equal opportunities for all.
‘We need to empower every
Indian with the necessary
tools to realise his or her
fullest potential. A strong
sense of Indianness that
supersedes all other
identities and a deep
commitment to national
interest should

guide our actions.

CR Sasikumar

insacrilege.

Mahmud Ghazni attacked the famous
Somnath temple umpteen times during
1001-25. It took over 925 years to rebuild
and restore t. It took about 500 years to start
construction of the Ram temple. Such is the
price paid for being divided for too long.

Some apologists of colonialism have
sought to portray British rule as beneficial
to India. Nothing is farther from the truth.
All the initiatives of the British were guided
by their commercial and administrative
interests. The noted economist Utsa
Patnaik, based on nearly two centuries of
data on tax and trade, estimated that
Britain drained about $45 trillion during
1765-1938 in different ways. This was 17
times the GDP of the UK. Indians were
fleeced to support the advancement of the
UK. During the 200 years of colonial rule,
there was almost no increase in per capita
income; during the last half of the 19th
century, income in India dropped by half;
the average life expectancy dropped by a
fifth during 1870-1920. India would have
emerged as an economic powerhouse if its
revenues were invested within the country.

The humiliating experiences of the last
millennium should guide us. The first
lesson is — united we stand, divided we fall.
An emotionally integrated India offers the
best defence against both internal and
external threats and challenges. We need
to knit an India based on the principles of
democratic-righteous governance that
upholds equality of all and equal
opportunities for all. We need to empower
every Indian with the necessary tools to
realise his or her fullest potential. A strong
sense of Indianness that supersedes all
otheridentities and a deep commitment to
national interest should guide our actions.

In the present global order, it is the
economic power that enables a nation to
have its say. We need to fully harness our
economic potential. For this, we need to
scale new heights in scientific,
technological, industrial and human
resource development domains. The
effective functioning of the legislatures,
judiciary and the executive should be
ensured by removing all the impediments.

As we move closer to celebrate the 75
years of our independence, our motto
should be — perform or perish. This applies
to all individuals and institutions. Realise
your strength, build on them and create a
united, prosperous India.

The writer is Vice-President of India

The contempt test

Court must remember: Itis supreme becauseit's final not becauseit’s infallible

KARAN THAPAR

ARE JUDGES SPECIAL or is justice special? It's
an interesting question and not because it’s
atricky one. Actually, it's the issue at the heart
of the debate around the Law of Contempt.
It's been discussed before but two cases of
contempt against the human rights lawyer
Prashant Bhushanin the Supreme Court have
brought it back into sharp focus.

The first contempt case, called the Tehelka
case, dates back to 2009 and hasn’t been
heard for the last eight years. Why in the mid-
dle of a COVID crisis, when the Supreme Court
is only functioning virtually and many cases
arerejected because there is “no extreme ur-
gency”, has this case been given priority?
When the Court cannot find time for the
Citizenship Amendment Act or habeas cor-
pus petitions from Jammu and Kashmir, are
we to believe this case is more important?

Of course, the Court’s concerns are alle-
gations regarding the judiciary and corrup-
tion, made by Prashant Bhushan and pub-
lished by Tehelka. But if this has really
scandalised the Court how come it didn’t act
for 11 years? The second contempt case is
mystifying. It arises out of one of Bhushan’s
tweets commenting on a photograph of the
present Chief Justice. The Court claims his
tweet “brought the administration of justice
indisrepute ... undermining the dignity and

authority of the institution of Supreme Court
in general and the office of the Chief Justice
of Indiain particular”.

These two cases have brought contempt
of court back into focus and that’s the reason
why the question I started with isimportant. As
regards the cases themselves, they were heard
on consecutive days last week (the 4th and 5th)
and in both cases a three-judge bench presided
over by Justice Arun Mishra reserved judge-
ment.It'sexpected inaweekor 10days.If good
sense prevails he ought not to be sentenced. [
now want to turn to what ought to constitute
good sense in this matter. The answer to the
question at the very start hinges uponit.

The concept of contempt is a centuries old
British law abolished in 2013. At the time the
British Law Commission said the purpose was
not just “preventing the public from getting
the wrongidea of judges ... but where there
are shortcomings it’s equally important to
prevent the public from getting the right
idea”. In other words, one intention was to
hide judicial corruption. The concept, there-
fore, clashed with the need for transparency
butalso freedom of speech.

As far back as 1968, Lord Denning,
Britain’s former Master of the Rolls, had this
to say of the Law of Contempt: “Let me say at
once that we will never use this jurisdiction

asameans to uphold our own dignity ... nor
will we use it to suppress those who speak
against us. We do not fear criticism, nor do
we resent it. For there is something far more
important at stake. Itis no less than freedom
of speechiitself. It's the right of every man, in
parliamentor out of it, in the press or over the
broadcast, to make fair comment, even out-
spoken comment, on matters of publicinter-
est... we must rely on our own conductitself
to be its own vindication.”

In 1987, after the Spycatcher judgement,
when the Daily Mirror called British Law Lords
“You Old Fools” or, in 2016, after the Brexit
ruling, when the Daily Mail called three
judges “Enemies of the People” the British ju-
diciary consciously and sensibly ignored the
headlines and did not consider contempt
prosecution. In fact, Lord Templeton’s com-
ment on the Spycatcher headline is worthre-
calling: “I cannot deny that I am old; it's the
truth. Whether [ am a fool or not is a matter
of perception of someone else ... there is no
need to invoke the powers of contempt.”

Asimilar position was adopted ina 2008
lecture by Justice Markandey Katju: “If a per-
son calls me a fool, whether inside court or
outsideit, I for one would not take action as it
does not prevent me from functioning, and
would simply ignore the comment or else say

thateveryone is entitled to his opinion. After
all words break no bones”.

More importantly, Justice Katju added:
“The test to determine whether an act
amounts to contempt of court or not is this:
Does it make the functioning of judges im-
possible or extremely difficult? If it does not,
thenit does not amount to contempt of court
even if it's harsh criticism ... the only situa-
tion where [ would have to take some action
was if my functioning as a judge was made
impossible ... after all I have to function if I
wish to justify my salary.”

Ithink that answers the question I began
with. Whilst justice is important, judges must
not take themselves too seriously. Even if
their amour propre is offended, it does not
mean the institution has been questioned or
justice brought into disrepute. Judges deliver
justice, they do not embody it. They should
never forget their Court is supreme because
it'sfinal not becauseit's infallible. When they
lapse they can be criticised, but of course, po-
litely and fairly.

[ hope the Supreme Court will bear this
in mind when it pronounces on Bhushan’s
two cases.

The writer is a senior journalist
based in Delhi

SUNIL ALAGH

A“NEW NORMAL” is a term we have heard
very often. But whether you like the term or
not, the fact is COVID-19 is here to stay for
some time and it has revolutionised the way
we live and think. The consumer during and
post-COVID is showing remarkable flexibil-
ity, bringing about a paradigm shift in her
consumption pattern.l hope manufacturers,
brand builders and the government are not-
ing that the new consumer is following the
“WW” curve — the “Wait and Watch” curve.
Whilst some state governments are busy de-
manding the opening up of the economy,
they seem to have forgotten that the econ-
omy does not merely need opening up, but
it requires urgent generation of basic de-
mand. Here is where consumer behaviour
needs to be closely watched.

Since the lockdown, the priorities of con-
sumers have seen a drastic shift. For manu-
facturers, the consumer is the king — some-
one who can afford and buy their products.
For politicians, the voter is the king. Generally
politicians are not really concerned with
what products consumers buy, but what
helps them buy their vote.

In many cases, there is an overlap be-
tween the two but there are also differ-
ences. First, the economy has been affected
by a reduction in the purchasing power of
many. Hence, the availability of money to
buy products needs to be addressed. The
government must look at ways like a re-
duction in taxes which will help the com-
mon man. Second, the current scenario has
also made all of us go back to the basics,
with food, shelter and safety being of prime
importance. Luxury products hold little
value. Cars, air-conditioners, second
houses, and branded apparel will see a fall
indemand. But renting will increase. Third,
the emphasis will be on saving for a rainy
day. Banks will have more money and cash
will also be kept at home for emergencies.

Fourth, aviation, tourism and hospitality
sectors have been hit. Even if the lockdown
restrictions are relaxed, people will be wary
of traveling and only doing so when ab-
solutely necessary. Fifth, e-commerce has
shown exponential growth and will continue
to do so. Consumers would prefer making
purchases online and opting for home deliv-
eries rather than venturing out. Sixth, with
“Vocal for Local” gaining momentum, there’s
a huge increase in local apps, local kirana
stores, local artisans and brands. Seventh,
people are growing increasingly tired of be-
ing at home, and the urge to meet their near
and dear ones is at an all-time high. While a
few industries like IT can work from home,
most others cannot. In such cases, their of-
fices and factories will re-open, but with less
staff/working hours/alternate days. Eight,
schools and colleges have taken a hit as e-
learning and online courses are being pre-

ferred. Nine, the entertainment industry has
been drastically hit. Theatres too will take
time to reopen and consumers will watch
shows and movies at home. The media and
entertainment industry needs to pay heed
to this and curate content accordingly. Ten,
withalot of people laying emphasis on their
healthand immunity, there’s beena substan-
tial rise in the consumption of organic,
ayurvedic,and immunity boosting products.
Apart from the obvious products, financial
and medical insurance will play an impor-
tant role. Lastly, real estate will suffer as no
long-term, high investment purchases will
be favoured, but renting will increase.

The differences are: First, voters need to
be provided with their daily needs — basic
essentials such as food, water, housing, and
electricity. The government is already taking
care of that, but money also needs to be given.
Second, voters need jobs through develop-
ment of infrastructure projects. Third, farm-
ersneed to have insurance for their crops and
the infrastructure to sell at the right price.
Lastly, migrant workers who have faced ex-
treme hardships with their livelihoods be-
ing disrupted are looking for support. Most
are stillunemployed, and many are focusing
on agriculture as ameans of income.

The way forward is to generate demand
for products, and create jobs by improving
infrastructure. Money will be required by all
groups. The government must incentivise
spending by offering tax benefits on the
amount spent on products like white
goods/travel/eating out,and provide jobs by
spending on infrastructure projects. They
must forget about fiscal prudence this year.

Philip Kotler has predicted that the pan-
demic will bring about the new consumer
who will shake the foundations of capital-
ism. He believes that the new consumer will
be more careful and vigilant against osten-
tatious consumption, resultingina more eq-
uitable form of capitalism. While I agree with
his assumption, I feel that this will not last
beyond afew years. History always repeatsiit-
self because people have short memories.

Currently, rural areas seem to be the focus
of companies, as the consumer there is buy-
ing more than before. Those seeking volume
will find solace in growth there in the com-
ingyearor so. The bulk of our needy and vot-
ersliein rural areas and the focus of govern-
ment spending must continue to be there.
Companies should take advantage and pro-
vide products at affordable prices and in-
crease the width of availability to exploit this
opportunity. One, however, must not forget
that new products must also be launched in
metros. Itis the urban market that will stim-
ulate growth in the medium to long run.

The government has done well to take
care of the poor and rural markets.[am sure
they are aware that spending by the urban
consumer is also essential for pushing the
economy up. The middle income group is
crying for attention. The government has
planned and has been successful in generat-
ing employment by attracting FDI, and de-
veloping infrastructure, among others. We
will have to wait and see how the “WW”
curve changes to the “SS” curve — Spend and
Support the growth. I remain optimistic.

The writer is a business and
brand consultant

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

(GGRAND FUNCTION

THISREFERSTO the report, ‘Modi marks
the mandir’ (IE, August 6). The bhumi
poojan of the Ram Temple was a grand
function. Keeping aside political differ-
ences, we must appreciate the way in
which the event was organised, given the
COVID pandemic. In fact, Narendra Modi
aptly ended his speech with amessage to
all: “do gazki doori, mask zaroori”

M D Athalye, Dombivili

CHECK THE DELUGE

THIS REFERS TO the report,
‘Uncommon flooding in South Mumbai’
(IE, August 6). The flooding where the
seamerges with the road was unprece-
dented and clearly due to the land recla-
mation in that stretch because of the
coastal road construction. This is bound
to be a recurring experience in future
when high tide, combined with heavy
rains will result in similar situations and
progressively worsen as seal levels
gradually rise over a period of time, as
predicted by experts.

Rontu Basu, Mumbai

DEITY AND TEMPLE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Brick and
milestone’ (IE, August 6). The excessive
enthusiasm shown by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi while drawing a parallel
between the freedom struggle and the
struggle for construction of Ram Temple
at Ayodhya, is totally misplaced. It oblit-
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erates the fine line between the state and
the sect. In comparison, former Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru described de-
velopmental projects such as the Bhakra
Nangal dam as the temples of modern
India.

KLSharma, Gurugram

IMPROVE MGNREGA

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'With
MGNREGA'S help' (IE, August 6). The
scheme’s role in mitigating rural dis-
tress has brought to light its real poten-
tial. More reforms could improve its ef-
ficacy. One, create arepository of skilled
workers. Two, increase the minimum
wage to Rs 375. Three, roll out a similar
scheme for cities.

Sagar Ganesh Borade, Thane

New Delhi
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

C#VID-19 VACCINE TRACKER

Russia claims vaccine soon,
but speed raises questions

IF RUSSIA sticks to its stated plan, the
first novel coronavirus vaccine could
become a reality this week. At least, it
will clear the regulatory approvals.
Russia has previously announced that
avaccine being developed by Moscow-
based Gamaleya Institute in collabora-
tion with the country’s defence min-
istry would be approved by
August 12, and that it would
be made available for public
use by September. The coun-
try plans to start mass vacci-
nations starting October.
The superfast speed at
which it has been produced
— other candidates are unlikely to be
ready before atleast the end of the year
— has led to scepticism regarding the
safety and effectiveness of the Russian
vaccine. Especially so, since the human
trials, which take several years in nor-
mal circumstances, have been com-
pleted in less than two months. Russia

claims this was made possible due to
the fact that the vaccine candidate very
closely resembles a vaccine for MERS,
caused by another coronavirus, that has
already been tested extensively. But at
least Britain, according toa news report
in London’s Telegraph newspaper, has
decided against using the Russian vac-

world’s largest manufacturer of vac-
cines by volume. The company got the
regulatory nod last week for trials on
about 16,000 volunteers. The vaccine,
being produced in collaboration with
pharma major AstraZeneca, is under-
going phase-III trials in some other
countries as well.

cine onits people.
Meanwhile, the phase-II
and phase-III trials of the
Oxford University vaccine are
expected to begin in India
this week. The trials are to be
conducted by Pune-based
Serum Institute of India, the
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Link found between poor liver
tests and Covid-19 outcomes

NEW RESEARCH has
found that Covid-19 pa-
tients have abnormal
liver test results at high
rates. While this has also
been shown in previous
studies, the rates have
now been found to be
much higher. Previous
studies in China found
that approximately 15%
of Covid-19 patients 19
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system between March
and April, found that the
incidence of abnormal
liver tests was between
41.6% and 83.4% of pa-
tients, depending on the
specific test.

The new study ap-
pears in Hepatology. It
also found that higher lev-
els of liver enzymes —
proteins released when

had abnormal liver tests.

The new study by Yale Liver Center,
which looked retrospectively at 1,827
COVID-19 patients who were hospi-
talized in the Yale New Haven Health

were associated with poorer outcomes
for these patients, including ICU admis-
sion, mechanical ventilation,and death.

the liver is damaged —

Source: Yale University
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

How to enrol in a vaccine trial

Who are the volunteers chosen for a vaccine trial, and how? As trials progress for three major vaccine
candidates, alook at the recruitment and trial process, the risks involved, and the safeguards taken

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI,AUGUST9

WITH SERUM Institute of India, Bharat Biotech
and Zydus Cadila progressing in the testing of
their Covid-19 vaccine candidates, sites across
Indiawill be looking at enrolling volunteers for
mid- to late-stage human trials. Alook at who
is chosen, how, and what else the trial process
involves:

Whoisavolunteer?

If a product is undergoing clinical trials, it
meanseither thatit has never been used before
or thatit has never been used to treat the con-
dition forwhich the trials are being conducted.
The trials aim to find out if it is safe and effec-
tive. In a vaccine trial, the aim is to check how
well it will protect a population by building
theirimmunity againsta particular pathogen.

When healthy people who have not been
exposed toa particularillness consent to be in-
jected with doses of the vaccine, they are
known as volunteers, participants or trial sub-
jects. Researchers observe these volunteers to
determine whether the vaccine is safe to be
given to the community at large.

“The first and foremost benefit of having
volunteers for these trials is that you help
progress science,” said Dr Chirag Trivedi, pres-
ident of the Indian Society for Clinical Research
(ISCR). “But, remember, it is absolutely volun-
tary for the person to participate.” He said the
volunteer can also choose to back out of the
trial later, even after it is under way.

What are the eligibility criteria?

Each trial uses a specific set of criteria to de-
termineif a personis eligible to participate, ac-
cording to ISCR. This includes factors like age
and illnesses. The criteria are modified as the
trials progress, as the researchers try to under-
stand whether the shots will also protect those
more vulnerable.

For the first phase of the trials of their re-
spective Covid-19 vaccine candidates, Bharat
Biotech (Covaxin)and Zydus Cadila(ZyCov-D)
were looking at enrolling people between ages
18-55. Researchers also excluded applicants
based on whether they had diseases or condi-
tions like asthma, allergies, high blood pres-
sure, or diabetes.

What has been modified since?

With Covaxin, ZyCov-D and the Oxford vac-
cine candidate (Covishield) having moved to
the second phase of testing in India, the age
group of those who can participate has
widened.ZyCov-D’s phase I trials are enrolling

How language leads to

KABIR FIRAQUE
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 9

FOR DECADES, researchers have examined
why women are underrepresented in sci-
ence and associated fields, whether in col-
lege and university or at the workplace.
Studies have found that the reason is often
cultural: Girls grow up believing that boys
are better at these fields, even when they are
capable of excelling themselves.

Anew study has now examined whether
these cultural stereotypes are rooted in the
languages that people speak. It has found that
gender associations in a language do predict
people’simplicit gender associations. In other
words, the findings suggest that linguistic as-
sociations may be related to people’s implicit
judgement of what women can accomplish.

The study is published in the journal
Nature Human Behavior.

Words & connections
The researchers examined 25 languages

™
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At atrial site for the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine in Brazil. This vaccine is set to
enter phase-Il and phase-Ill trials in India too. Reuters

those aged 12 and above, Covaxin is enrolling
those aged 12-65, while the Covishield trials
will reportedly enrol those aged 18 and above.

“Phase-wise, we relax the range of the age
groups tested because of the objective thatis to
be studied. In phase I, the main objective is to
test the safety and side effects... butin phase I,
immunogenicity becomes objective number
one and side effects are the secondary objec-
tive,” said Dr E Venkata Rao, the principal in-
vestigator in one of these trials. “In phase IIL, it
is the efficacy trials to check how useful itis in
the community (vaccinated).”

People who have participated in one trial
are not eligible for another, because it may lead
to “cross contamination” by the medical prod-
uctsbeing tested, skew up the resultsand even
be dangerous for the volunteer.

How does one enrol?

Once a site receives approval to conduct
clinical trials, it can advertise for volunteers,
provided the advertisement s cleared by ethics
committees. Those keen on volunteering can
alsosearchindependently on the Clinical Trial
Registry of India, which lists out locations fora
specific trial, along with contact numbers. In
the past, some participants have also found tri-
als to participate in by contacting bodies like
ISCR, Trivedi said.

Locations such as the Institute of Medical
Sciences and SUM Hospital-Odisha’s
Department of Community Medicine have set
up websites for prospective volunteers. “We
also have a form that helps people check
whether they are eligible to register for the tri-
als,” said Rao.

for gender stereotypes that undermine ef-
forts to support equality across career paths
in STEM (science, technology, engineering
and mathematics). English and Hindi were
among the 25 languages.

Specifically, researchers Molly Lewis of
Carnegie Mellon University (Pennsylvania)
and Gary Lupyan of University of Wisconsin-
Madison examined how words co-occur
with women compared to men. “The implicit
biases don’t come from any particular
phrases. The bias that we find comes from
looking at which words co-occur next to each
otherinalot of text,and what words tend to
have the same neighbors,” Lewis told The
Indian Express by email.

By training machine learning models on
large corpora of texts in each language, the
researchers examined, for example, how of-
ten ‘woman’ is associated with ‘home’, ‘chil-
dren’ and ‘family’, whereas ‘man’ is associ-
ated with ‘work,’ ‘career’ and ‘business’.

“We find, for example, that the words
‘man’and ‘career’ tend to co-occur with each
other more often than ‘woman’ and ‘career’

What happens after they register?

The trial site may call in the volunteer as
part of its enrolment process, which includes
ensuring that they are consenting only after
they have understood all details. “We explain
toeach volunteer separately that thisis the pur-
pose of the study, these are the advantages,
these are the disadvantages and this is the pro-
cedure,” said Rao.

Thisis usually done over camera, where au-
dio-visual informed consent is taken. The vol-
unteer is then tested to see whether he or she
is eligible for the trial. In the case of the Covid-
19 vaccine trials, this would include tests to
make sure the prospective volunteer hasn’tal-
ready been exposed to the virus — which
would make them ineligible.

Do volunteers get paid?

Under Indian regulations, volunteers do not
receive any remuneration for participating in
trials. According to experts, there is a pre-ap-
proved standard operating procedure foreach
trial, which allows compensation for food and
travel whenever the volunteer has to visit the
site, but this is a nominal amount.

“There are poor and needy people inIndia.
If you are trying to give compensation to in-
centivise them to join, then, at the end of the
day, there will be some kind of pressure (on
them) to take a risk,” said Rao, adding this is
“ethically incorrect”.

Whatare the risks involved?

According to clinical trial practitioners, hu-
man trials are usually not supposed to lead to
extreme adverse reactions. Thisis because the

product has already gone through a phase of
testing on animals with genetic codes similar
tohumans and is being tested on humans only
after regulatory scrutiny and approvals.

A Data and Safety Monitoring Board
(DSMB) is set up for each trial to study the in-
formation collected throughout the process. It
canevenrecommend that a trial be stopped if
there is a major cause for concern.

Even after the trial is completed and the
vaccine is marketed, clinical centres are sup-
posed to “meticulously” observe the blood lev-
els of those injected, the ability of the shot to
produce animmune response and side effects,
said Rao. Volunteers in most of the Covid-19
vaccine trials around the world have reported
manageable side effects such as headaches,
fevers, itching and swelling.

Cana clinical trial go wrong?

Despite pre-clinical testing and DSMB
checks, trials can still go wrong. According
to Health Ministry data, 1,443 people who
had participated in clinical trials in India had
died of serious adverse events between 2015
and 2018. At least 88 of these deaths were
known to be due to serious adverse events
related to the trials.

Thereis no clearinformation on what type
of volunteers these were (while vaccine trials
recruit healthy volunteers, people who are re-
ally sick also participate in certain types of tri-
als). The deaths could include critically ill pa-
tients who are not responding to available
treatment and are enrolled in trials for a new,
potentially life-saving treatment.

Things can also go wrong if regulations
meant to safeguard participants are not fol-
lowed. In 2010, seven of 23,000 girls in India
who were injected with a human papillo-
mavirus (HPV) vaccine as part of a study had
died. In 2013, a Parliamentary Standing
Committee observed that those conducting
the study attempted to circumvent the "ardu-
ous" and "strictly regulated"” route of clinical
trials by calling it a “demonstration project”.

What happens if it goes wrong?

India’s clinical trial rules provide for a for-
mula to compensate participants who die or
experience injuries, including disabilities, re-
lated to clinical trials.

Based on this formula, the compensation
would range from Rs 2 lakh to as much asRs
74 1akh, depending on factors like how likely
the participant was to die if they hadn't par-
ticipated in the trials, according to Trivedi. If
a healthy young volunteer dies, their next of
kin would get the “maximum” compensa-
tion, he said.

gender bias in science

innearly all 25 languages that we looked at,”
Lewis said.

Psychological bias

To quantify implicit gender bias in peo-
ple, the researchers measured their perform-
ance in a psychological task called the
Implicit Association Test.

The results suggested that if one speaks
a language with high gender bias, then one
is more likely to have a gender stereotype
thatassociates men with career and women
with family.

"Our study shows that language statistics
predict people's implicit biases — languages
with greater gender biases tend to have
speakers with greater gender biases,” Lupyan
said in a statement.

Curiously, countries with a larger older
population were found to have a stronger
bias in career-gender associations. Given that
India has a young population, did speakers
of Hindi — the only Indian language among
the 25 studied — show lower implicit bias
than others? Lewis replied: “Participants in

India had a relatively low bias to associate
men with career and women with family on
the Implicit Association Task.”

The STEM connection

The study used a gender equality metric
reported by UNESCO — the percentage of
women among STEM graduates in tertiary
education. It found that countries with
weaker associations between men and ca-
reer tended to have more women in STEM
fields. However, there was no relationship
between the percentage of women in STEM
fields and the language’s explicit gender as-
sociation measure, as quantified in the study.

Limitations

The results are correlational, although the
researchers said the findings do suggest a
causal influence. They also noted that the
Implicit Association Test used in the study
has been criticised for low reliability. They
have called for additional work to explore
language statistics and implicit associations
with gender stereotypes.

Defence embargo list: the military equipment govt will cease toimport

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JULY 9

ON SUNDAY, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh announced a negative imports list of
weapons, military equipment and plat-
forms with 101 items that will have anem-
bargo on their imports.

What is the negative imports list?

It means that the Defence Ministry will
stop importing these 101 items, and the
Armed Forces will procure all of these from
domestic manufacturers. The manufactur-
ers could be private sector players or de-
fence public sector undertakings.

As per the Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute, which tracks global de-
fence exports and imports, India hasbeen the
world’s second largest importer between
2014 and 2019, at $16.75 billion.

Singh called the negative importlista “big
step towards self-reliance in defence”. He

said it will give domestic public and private
players a “great opportunity” to manufac-
ture the items in the negative list “by using
their own design and development capabil-
ities or adopting the technologies” that can
be designed by the DRDO “to meet the re-
quirements of the Armed Forces”.

The government has been hoping the de-
fence manufacturing sector can play a lead-
ingrole in boosting the economy, notjust for
the domestic market, but through exports as
well. Last week, it had announced a draft de-
fence production and export policy,aiming at
aRs 1.75 lakh crore turnover for the defence
manufacturing industry by 2025.

However, Sunday’s embargo list is
meant largely for the domestic market.

Whatdoes itinclude?

The government said the list “comprises
of not just simple parts but also some high
technology weapon systems like artillery
guns, assaultrifles, corvettes, sonar systems,
transport aircrafts, light combat helicopters

Light Combat Aircraft Tejas. 123 LCA
are in the negative imports list . ANI

(LCHs), radars and many other items to ful-
fil the needs of our defence services”.

For the Army, the government said 200
wheeled armoured fighting vehicles —which
are to be embargoed from import by the end
of2021—are expected to be contracted, worth
Rs 5,000 crore. The Navy could place an or-
derworthRs 42,000 crore for six submarines,

which will be banned from import by 2021-
end. Similarly, 123 Light Combat Aircraft Mk
1A with an indicative embargo date of
December 2020, worth Rs 85,000 crore, are
likely to be ordered for the Air Forces.

The government estimates that within
the next six to seven years, contracts worth
Rs 4 lakh crore are to be placed, with Rs 1.3
lakh crore each for Army and Air Force and
Rs 1.4 lakh crore for the Navy.

How was the list created?

Ithas been created by the Department of
Military Affairs (DMA), headed by Chief of
Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat after con-
sulting all stakeholders, including the Army,
Navy, Air Force, DRDO, and public sector and
private industry players. Singh said the list
is likely to grow as “more such equipment
for import embargo would be identified
progressively” by the DMA.

Will it come into effectimmediately?
Not immediately; but starting this year,

yes. However, not all the 101 items men-
tioned in the list will be embargoed start-
ing this year. The list is progressive.

Singh said that the “embargo onimports
is planned to be progressively implemented
between 2020 to 2024” and that the gov-
ernment wants to “apprise the Indian de-
fence industry about the anticipated re-
quirements of the Armed Forces so that
they are better prepared to realise the goal
of indigenisation”.

Of the 101 items, 69 have an indicative
embargo of December 2020. Another 11 have
an indicative embargo of end of next year.
Twelve more are likely to be embargoed by
December 2023, another 8 by the end of
2024,and one item (Long Range-Land Attack
Cruise Missile) will not be allowed to be im-
ported after December 2025.

Is the move sudden?

Itis in line with what the government
had mentioned back in May. In her fourth
presentation on the package for an

New Delhi

Atmanirbhar Bharat, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had announced meas-
ures to “help reduce huge defence import
bill”, including a negative imports list as part
of a package for creating the ecosystem for
aself-reliant India. She had said the govern-
ment would “notify alist of weapons/ plat-
forms for ban on import with year-wise
timelines” and work on “indigenisation of
imported spares”.

Sitharaman had said the government
would create a “separate budget provision-
ing for domestic capital procurement”.
This too was announced by the govern-
ment on Sunday. The capital procurement
budget for 2020-21 has been bifurcated
between domestic and foreign capital pro-
curement routes, with a separate budget
head with an outlay of nearly Rs 52,000
crore for domestic capital procurement
this financial year.

Other measures included an increased
FDI limit in defence from 49% to 74% under
the automatic route.
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‘Can’t make transfers to households in Covid
because we haven’t had an open debate on fisc’

Former Reserve Bank of India Deputy Governor Viral Acharya talks about how to revive trust and faith of depositors in the Indian banking system, blames
push for short-term growth for the conflicts between govt and RBI, and calls for an independent fiscal council to vet the govt’s expenditure and Budget

SUNNY VERMA: In recent years, the
faith and trust of people in the Indian
banking system have been shakentoa
great extent. What is the way out?
There are two ways to create this trust.
One, you have ablanket depositinsurance,
which is that no matter how large the de-
posits are, there is some government
agency whichis backing it up. Government
resources are limited and so depositinsur-
ance is not up to the highest possible level.
And second, therefore, to substitute for
public depositing insurance, you have to
create a private deposit insurance. This is
actually creating large amounts of equity
capital in the bank so that the loss absorp-
tion capacity is tremendous. The onus on
the regulator, therefore, is to maintain very
high levels of bank capital at all points.
What the world is learning over a pe-
riod of time is that you need three mecha-
nisms in place at once. You require a cer-
tainamount of deposit insurance provided
by the country, but because of funding con-
straints, that is not possible 100 per cent.
Second, you need adequate levels of bank
capital,and the global best practice here af-
ter the global financial crisis is that you have
todoastress test. You have to visualise: can
the bridge withstand cyclonic levels of
wind or collapse. The same way, you have
tovisualise what kind of macro-economic
stress, sectoral stress or asset-quality stress
can arise and can banks withstand it. You
need to shore up the capital levels high
enough so that the stresses can be handled
without damaging the entire construction.
And third, despite these measures, if the
losses still arise, you need to respond to the
deterioration of the bank balance sheet
ahead of depositors actually showing up
and asking for their money. So, the regula-
tor has to act preemptively to put the bank
into whatone can consider as sort of repair.
This may involve selling the bank to a new
set of equity owners who can bring in the
capital, it may require changing the man-
agement of the bank, it may require put-
ting restrictions on the ability of the bank to
lend until certain underwriting and risk-
management practices are put in place.

GEORGE MATHEW: The conflict
between the government and the
Reserve Bank of India also seems to be
growing. Why is that?

WhatIam trying to explain in the book
toois that there is actually a very deep rea-
son as to why this conflict is rising. The
reason is that the government has not
stuck to its fiscal targets. They are trying
to do too much in the short run. They want
to take on more and more revenue expen-
ditures of various types without first put-
ting the economy on a sustainably high
growth rate path. Given the nature of our
political cycle, some election or the other
is always around the corner, and then
there is a desire in the entire administra-
tion to start showing high growth num-
bers in one way or the other. So we set
ourselves these short-term targets instead
of building structurally an economy that
is going to be right for the next decade.
Whathappens thenis thatif you have had
agrowth slowdown, then it becomes even
more imperative that you focus on the
structural and transformational changes
because that will arrest the growth slide.
Those measures are hard, they require
clarity of thinking, they require a little bit
of conviction, and they require some po-
litical capital to be pushed through. Butin-
stead, there starts this movement where
everyone wants to turn to the central bank
tosolve their problems by accommodating
all kinds of requests. There is request for
coercively monetising the debt for divi-
dend or deficit monetisation. And, at the
other end, they want to simply relax bank
capital requirement because they want
public sector banks to lend and create
short-term boosts to growth, what I call
as credit-led stimulus. It is very expedient
to turn to the central bank all the time to
accommodate whatare in my view deeper
fiscal and structural issues.

[think the way out is a two-pronged at-
tack. First, we have to get the fiscal house,
the fiscal debt backin order. We have been
slipping evenin normal years... You have to
demonstrate adherence to targetsina true
economic sense. I think we now need in-
stitutional reforms to make this happen.
And second, we really need to invest in fi-
nancial stability in a long-term sense.

There is always a tendency to want to
turn to the central bank and relax rules it
has in place for financial stability. I think
thisis the primary reason why conflicts are
arising. The central bank which s trying to
doitsjob for fulfilling long-term objectives
is then constantly getting pulled to fulfill
short-term demands, which is not always
in the long-run interest of the economy.

HARISH DAMODARAN: You have been
emphasising a lot on fiscal dominance
and how it is constraining the
autonomy of central banks etc. But
look at what is happening in the world.
Therich economies are talking of

Former RBI Deputy Governor Viral Acharya at the Idea Exchange session

Senior Assistant Editor

Sunny Verma moderated
the exchange with
Viral Acharya

some four trillion dollars, five trillion
dollars... Every central bank is being
asked to monetise the government’s
deficits. There is so much liquidity but
noinflation. So, what is happening?

There are three aspects to it. First,
these are countries that have grown well
for long stretches of time. Their per capita
income is very, very high. Second, from a
legal, institutional and financial infra-
structure sense, these are developed mar-
kets. They have an automatic stabiliser,
which is that when events such as the
global financial crisis and Covid-type
shocks arise, the world’s savings have a
tendency to migrate towards these hard
currencies. I think we need to distinguish
these countries from emerging markets
which have not grown in a robust way for
long periods of time.

And third, Iwould say that they are not
hard currencies in the sense that while
each individual country might not neces-
sarily have defaulted, over a period of
time, countries that have these character-
istics have a tendency to not repay the for-
eign creditors and want to save the taxes
for domestic expenditures. So there is a
reason why investors worry about these
kinds of situations arising that have punc-
tuated the histories of these countries
over a period of time. Now, there is a sense
that India has never defaulted. But we
were very close to having a serious bal-
ance of payments crisis in the early '90s
and assistance from the International
Monetary Fund helped us tide over it. So
this difference has to be kept in mind.

Acharya’s October 2018
speech, where he spoke
about the “catastrophic”
impact of transferring
excess reserves from the
central bank to the
government, brought the
tussle between the
Finance Ministry and the
RBI out in the open. In
July 2019, the former RBI
deputy governor quit his
post, six months before
his term was scheduled

WHY VIRAL ACHARYA —

Stern School of Business.
His latest book, Quest for

Restoring Financial
to end. He now serves as Stability in India h
a n India, has
the C'V Starr Professor waot ity 1 “
of Economics in the kicked off a debate on the
Department of Finance RBI’s autonomy and
at New York University’s fiscal dominance
PVAIDYANATHAN IYER: As the tually slipped by much more. We get bor-
pandemic continues, the fiscal rowings done through public sector en-

assistance for the distressed by the RBI
and Government of India has been
marginal. Our own calculation
suggests that it is not more than 1-1.2
per cent of the GDP. Also, much of what
has been done remains on the
monetary side, through liquidity
infusions etc. Do you think our
response could have been better?

It’s not an easy situation for any of the
policymakers. It is a very large, unprece-
dented shock. Battles are being fought not
just on the macro-economic front, but
also on the health front... There are a few
points. Why was our initial condition such
that we did not have much fiscal buffers
left? We need to have a conversation, a
debate about that point. We have kept
slipping in normal times. And not only
have we slipped on the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget Management
(FRBM) targets in the sense of the official
deficits, but if you look at the real deficit,
or the unofficial deficit, the full public sec-
tor borrowing requirement, we have ac-

terprises, we have debts which are se-
cured, for instance, for the Food
Corporation of India through small sav-
ings schemes. Many of these are extra-
budgetary borrowings which are not even
fully recognised in our Budget. So actually
the true fiscal slippage was far worse than
what has been acknowledged in an offi-
cial sense. This has clearly constrained the
policy space for response and once again
the central bank has ended up doing the
heavy lifting, having cut rates and inject-
ing massive pools of liquidity, even at a
time when the inflation in the country is
actually high.

...Also, while it is not on the table, I
think we need an independent fiscal
council that holds a mirror to the govern-
ment on its expenditures and that vets
every budget before it is announced. A lot
of our budgets seem to show adherence
to FRBM norms simply through two
things — extraordinary growth assump-
tions and this category called disinvest-
ment which is just a residual category.

Whatever is the hole in the budget, they
are going to put that number into the dis-
investment category. We need these prac-
tices to be better.

RAVISH TIWARI: Could the RBI's
communication with the government
have been better, like, in the recent
years, if those at the helm, including
you and Urjit Patel, had built allies in
the government system?

Criticism is most welcome and there
are things that could be done differently...
To everyone who says we do not know
how to work tactfully, we do not know
how to communicate, we did not build al-
lies, we did not bring everyone on board,
my question is when things were being
done in that manner, do you have evi-
dence to show me that the next 10 years
of India’s growth were great? And [ am
fundamentally questioning the thesis that
when the central bank toed the line, and
the way to do things was to strike back-
door compromises, the way to move for-
ward was to agree to relaxations, recog-
nising that there were political short-term
pressures, in my view, we are paying the
cost of that right now.

Why are we not able to take the nec-
essary expenditures and transfers that
perhaps need to be made to households
in the midst of Covid, is because we have
not had an open debate about the fiscal
situation of the country. A number gets
announced as the real deficit and every-
one is happy... everyone in the system
says oh how can we question the real of-
ficial statistics of the government. But
when they are not right, they are not
right. I want to fundamentally disagree
with the thesis that those who agree have
been able to pave a better outcome for
the country.

RAVISH TIWARI: Raghuram Rajan,
Arvind Panagariya, Arvind
Subramanian, Viral Acharya and Urjit
Patel are competent professionals
who could not find the value for their
time and effort in the Indian system.
How would you describe your
experience and would you still advise
your peers to work in this system?

We should not interpret exits as a prob-
lem. In my view, we should interpret exits
asaform of voice, as a form of dissent that
the system requires to have the right pub-
lic debates and get to the right path. .. Inmy

To everyone who says we do not know how to work tactfully... we did not build allies, we did not
bring everyone on board, my question is when things were being done in that manner, do you
have evidence to show me that the next 10 years of India’s growth were great?

New Delhi

view, the government and the bureaucracy
are stuck in the old mode of functioning,
even though the Indian economy is no
longer a nationalised era economy. They
are regressing... they need to embrace a
more market-based economy.

I encouraged everyone who contacted
me to apply for the deputy governor’s po-
sition when I left.

ANILSASI: If you zoom out and look at
the government-central bank
relationship, there also seems tobe a
symbiotic relationship there.
Governments periodically run large
revenue deficits, with the central bank
subscribing to its bonds in open
market, getting interest on it, which
becomes its profit or surplus, and then
there is pressure from the government
togetthatbackas dividend.Is thisa
vicious cycle and is the government
winning in how the relationship is
panning out now?

The central bank balance sheet should
be viewed in a consolidated manner with
the government balance sheet. This is be-
cause the central bank’s profit at some
point or the other is ultimately going to go
back to the government. So, when the
government is trying to get more out of
the central bank, all that it is doing is try-
ing to move forward, what is going to
come toitlater...

..The main difference between deficit
financing and market borrowing is that
no signals will be generated about at
what cost you are borrowing this in the
market. Because the central bank is es-
sentially doing it as an off-market trans-
action or buying these bonds from the
government. In my view, the desire for
the central bank balance sheet comes es-
sentially from this myopia and wanting
to say that we are meeting short-term
targets. But ultimately this is the consol-
idated debt of the public exchequer.
Whatever deficit you have incurred,
whetheritis funded by the central bank or
the markets, itis the debt of the public ex-
chequer. And you get some temporary
benefit because the cost of borrowing is
not at the market rates. But if precisely be-
cause you are not borrowing at market
rates, the market discipline is lost, and the
debt sustainability actually starts slipping,
ultimately you could have a bigger long-
term problem on your hand even though
you kept your short-term borrowing cost
to be fine.

This is the essence of why the central
bankis supposed to be independent, why
deficit monetisation is not always
favoured, why the FRBM Act of 2003 ex-
plicitly prevented the RBI from buying the
ad-hoc treasury bills directly in the pri-
mary market. These things are not getting
enough attention.
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BRITAIN
Spectacles
believed tobe
worn by Gandhi

emerge at auction

APAIR of gold-plated specta-
cles believed to have been
worn by Mahatma Gandhi
and presented as a gift in the
1900s have emerged on the
UKauction circuit, estimated
to fetch between £10,000
and £15,000. East Bristol
Auctions in Hanham,
England, said Sunday they
were pleasantly surprised to
find the spectacles, dropped
through their letterbox in an
envelope, may have such a
rich history behind it. “It's a
huge find of great historical
importance. The vendor had
presumed them to be inter-
esting, but of novalue and did
tell me to dispose of them ‘if
they’re not worth anything’,”
said auctioneer Andy Stowe.
“I think he nearly fell off his
chairwhen we presented our
valuation. It’s a really great
auction story and one thatwe
all dream of;” he said.

USA

Tkilledin shooting
at‘block party’

in Washington

AT LEAST three shooters
opened fire during a large,
unauthorised gathering of
people in Washington early
onSunday, killing a teenager
and wounding 20 others, in-
cluding a critically injured
police officer, authorities said.
The gunfire broke out during
a gathering of hundreds of
peopleinasoutheast district
of the nation’s capital, D.C.
Metropolitan Police Chief
Peter Newsham and
Washington Mayor Muriel
Bowser said ata press confer-
ence. Local media called the
event an “unsanctioned
block party” in a residential
neighborhood. Bowser said
it violated the city’s coron-
avirus-induced ban on large
public meetings of more
than 50 people. REUTERS

JAPAN
Nagasaki urges

nuke banon 75th
anniversary of US

atomic bombing

THE JAPANESE city of
Nagasaki on Sunday marked
its 75th anniversary of the
US atomic bombing, with
the mayor and survivors urg-
ing world leaders todo more
for a nuclear weapons ban.
At11.02 am, the moment the
B-29 bomber dropped a4.5-
tonne plutonium bomb
dubbed “Fat Man”, Nagasaki
survivors and other partici-
pants stood inaminute of si-
lence to honor more than
70,000 dead. The August 9,
1945, bombing came three
days after the US droppedits
first atomic bomb on
Hiroshima. AP
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MAURITIUS
RACE TO CONTAIN OIL SPILL

Thousands of students, activists and residents of Mauritius were working around
the clock Sunday, trying to reduce the damage to the Indian Ocean island from an
oil spill after a tanker ran aground on a coral reef. An estimated 1 tonne of oil from
the Japanese ship's cargo of 4 tonnes has already escaped into the sea, officials said.

Afghanistan torelease Taliban

HAMID SHALIZI &
HAMEED FARZAD
KABUL,AUGUST 9

AFGHANISTAN AGREED on
Sunday to release 400 “hard-
core” Taliban prisoners, paving
the way for the beginning of
peace talks aimed at ending
more than 19 years of war.

Under election-year pressure
from US. President Donald Trump
for a deal allowing him to bring
home American troops, the war-
torn country’s grand assembly, or
Loya Jirga, on Sunday approved
therelease, a controversial condi-
tionraised by the Taliban militants
to join peace talks.

“In order to remove an obsta-
cle, allow the start of the peace
process and an end of bloodshed,
the Loya Jirga approves the re-
lease of 400 Taliban,” the assem-
bly said in a resolution.

Minutes later, Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani said,
“Today, I will sign the release or-
der of these 400 prisoners.”

Last week Ghani invited some
3,200 Afghan community lead-
ers and politicians to Kabul amid
tight security and concerns about
the COVID-19 pandemic to advise
the government on whether the
prisoners should be freed.

With the release, the Afghan
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Afghan President Ashraf Ghani holds up the resolution on the last day of an Afghan Loya
Jirga, or traditional council, in Kabul on Sunday. AP

government will fulfil its
pledge to release 5,000 Taliban
prisoners.

Talks between the warring
Taliban and government will
startin Doha this week, Western
diplomats said. Ghani appealed
to the hardline Islamist group to
pledge to a complete ceasefire
ahead of talks.

Deliberation over the release
of last batch of Taliban prisoners,
accused of conducting some of
the bloodiest attacks across

Afghanistan, had triggered out-
rage among civilians and rights
groups who questioned the
morality of the peace process.

In 2019 alone, more than
10,000 civilians were killed or in-
jured in the conflict in
Afghanistan, putting total casu-
alties in the past decade over
100,000, a United Nations report
said last year.

Ahead of the Loya Jirga,
Human Rights Watch cautioned
that many of the prisoners had

U.S. TOPS 5 MILLION CONFIRMED CORONAVIRUS CASES

Trump signs virus relief order
after talks with Congress fail

)

JEFFMASON
BEDMINSTER, AUGUST 9

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
signed executive orders on
Saturday partly restoring en-
hanced unemployment pay-
ments to the tens of millions of
Americans who lost jobs in the
coronavirus pandemic, as the
United States marked a grim
milestone of 5 million cases.

Negotiations broke down
this week between the White
House and top Democrats in
Congress over how best to help
Americans cope with the heavy
human and economic toll of
the crisis, which has killed
more than 160,000 people
across the country.

Trump said the orders would
provide an extra $400 per week
in unemployment payments,
less than the $600 per week
passed earlier in the crisis. Some
of the measures were likely to
face legal challenges, as the US
Constitution gives Congress au-
thority over federal spending.

“This is the money they need,
this is the money they want, this
gives them an incentive to go
back towork,” the President said
of the lower payments. REUTERS
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US Health and
Human
Services
Secretary Alex
Azar (left)
greets
Taiwanese
officers at
Taipei airport
on Sunday. AP

US health chief in Taiwan

on trip that angered China

REUTERS
TAIPEI, AUGUST 9

US SECRETARY of Health and
Human Services Alex Azar ar-
rived in Taiwan on Sunday as the
highest-level US official to visit
in four decades, a trip con-
demned by China which claims
theisland as its own, furtherirri-
tating Sino-US relations.
Washington broke off official
ties with Taipei in 1979 in favour
of Bejjing. The Trump administra-
tion has made strengthening its

support for the democraticisland
apriority,and boosted arms sales.

Beijing has threatened un-
specified countermeasures to
Azar’s visit.

Azar’s trip to Taiwan is to
strengthen economic and pub-
lic-health cooperation with
Taiwan and support Taiwan’s in-
ternational role in fighting the
pandemic, according to the US.

On Monday he will sign a
health cooperation memorandum
of understanding with Taiwan’s
government and visit Taiwan’s
Centres for Disease Control.

58 dead amid heavy rain in Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD, AUGUST 9

HEAVY RAIN in the last three days
have killed at least 58 people in
Pakistan, officials said Sunday.
Pakistan’s National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA)

said the northwestern province
of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa was the
worst-hit, where 19 people died.

Another 12 died in the
southern province of Sindh,
while 10 died in Gilgit-Baltistan,
eight in Punjab and eight in
Balochistan, according to the
NDMA, adding that another 15

people were injured.

It said that 158 houses were
fully destroyed and another 128
partially damaged across the
county. The Army took up relief
workin Sindh, one of the worst hit
ares. The Army said a rescue op-
eration was done in Dadu district
where 20 villages were inundated.

been jailed under “overly broad
terrorism laws that provide for
indefinite preventive detention”.
Ghani also called on the
Taliban toimplement a compre-
hensive ceasefire while they
move to talks. It was not imme-
diately clear whether this would
take place or whether the insur-
gent group would commit to re-
duced violence, with officials
saying attacks in recent months
have sapped trust needed for
successful talks. REUTERS

.1 prisoners, paving way for talks

Grand alliance of Afghan leaders agree to remove final obstacle for starting peace negotiations

KEY TO TALKS

US-TALIBAN DEAL

B The USand the Taliban
signed an agreement in Feb
for a pullout of US troops
from Afghanistanin
exchange for security
guarantees by the Taliban.

B The deal envisaged a
swap in which the Afghan
govtwould release 5,000
Taliban prisoners and the
insurgents release 1,000.

THE DELAY

M The Taliban said they had
completed a phased release
of 1,000 prisoners, but the
Afghan govt paused after
releasing 4,600 Taliban
inmates, saying the
remaining 400 were
imprisoned for crimes too
serious to be freed.

WHAT NOW?

M Ghanisaid on Sunday he
would release the 400
prisoners, as the Loya Jirga
recommended. He said the
Taliban would sit down for
talks within three days of
the prisoners being freed.

Beirut protesters
hurl rocks as anger
over blast reignites

Lebanon information minister resigns

MICHAEL GEORGY
BEIRUT, AUGUST 9

LEBANESE PROTESTERS hurled
rocks at security forces blocking
a road near Parliament on
Sunday in a second day of anti-
government demonstrations af-
ter last week’s devastating ex-
plosion in Beirut.

Fire broke out at the entrance
to Parliament Square as protest-
ers tried to break into a cor-
doned-off area, Lebanese TV
footage showed.

Tuesday’s blast of ammo-
nium nitrate killed 158 people
and injured more than 6,000,
compounding months of politi-
cal and economic collapse and
prompting angry calls for the
government to quit.

Riot police wearing body ar-
mour and carrying batons
clashed with demonstrators in
chaotic scenes in central Beirut
on Sunday.

Thousands of demonstra-
tors were converging on
Parliament Square and nearby
Martyrs’ Square, a Reuters cor-
respondent said.

The country’s top Christian
Maronite cleric, Patriarch

Bechara Boutros al-Rai, said the
cabinet should resign as it can-
not “change the way it governs”.

Information Minister Manal
Abdel Samad said she was re-

MAHINDA RAJAPAKSA SWORN IN

Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa bows in front of his elder brother Mahinda after
the latter was sworn in as Prime Minister for the fourth time on Sunday, at Kelaniya Royal

Buddhist temple in Colombo, after their party secured a landslide victory in parliamentary
elections that cemented the family’s hold on power. AP

New Zealand goes 100 days
without new local Covid case

REUTERS
WELLINGTON, AUGUST9

NEW ZEALAND marked 100 days
without adomestic transmission
of the coronavirus on Sunday, but
warned against complacency as
countries like Vietnam and
Australia which once had the
virus under control now battle a
resurgence in infections.

New Zealand’s successful
fight against Covid-19 has made
the Pacificisland nation of 5 mil-
lion one of the safest places in the
world right now. New Zealanders
have returned to normal life, but
authorities are concerned that

New Zealand PM Jacinda
Ardern has received
international praise for her
handling of pandemic

people were now refusing test-
ing, not using the government
contact tracing apps, and even ig-
noring basic hygiene rules.
“Achieving 100 days without

MAIL-IN BALLOTS LIKELY TO PLAY A MAJOR ROLE IN NOVEMBER’S VOTE AMID CORONAVIRUS FEARS

US Postal Service emerges as flash point heading into election

ANTHONY IZAGUIRRE
&MATTHEW DALY
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 9

MAIL PILING up. Constant at-
tacks from the President. Cuts to
overtime as record numbers of
ballots are expected to pass
through post offices this fall.
The success of the 2020 pres-
idential election could hinge on
a most unlikely government
agency: the US Postal Service.
Current signs are not promising.
The Postal Service already was
facing questions over how it would
handle the expected spike of mail-

in ballots due to the coronavirus
pandemic, but several operational
changesimposed by its new leader
have led to mail backlogs across
the United States as rumors of ad-
ditional cutbacks swirl, fuelling
worties about the November vote.

“It seems like they're just try-
ing to turn customers away from
the postoffice,” said Jim Sizemore,
president of the Postal Workers
Union chapterin the Cincinnatire-
gion. He said his offices are behind
ondeliveries because of new rules
specifying when mail can go out.

The pandemic has forced
states to expand voting by mail
as a safe alternative to in-person

The US Postal Service
reported $2.2 billion in
losses during the three
months thatended in
June. Authorities are
already putting in place
cost-cutting measures
ahead of an election
that could depend on
postal ballots. AP

polling places. That's led to pre-
dictions of an an unprecedented
amount of mail voting in the
presidential election.

Trailing in the polls, President
Donald Trump has been sowing

public distrust in the Postal
Service’s ability to adequately de-
liver ballots and has said allowing
more people to vote by mail will
result in rampant corruption.
The agency’s new leader,

Postmaster General Louis Dejoy,a
former supply-chain CEO and a
major donor to Trump, has pushed
cost-cutting measures to eliminate
overtime pay and hold mail until
the next day if postal distribution
centers are running late.

DeJoy is the first postmaster
generalinnearly twodecadeswho
is nota career postal employee.

DeJoy has said repeatedly
that the Postal Service is in a fi-
nancially untenable position and
needs to rein in expenses. This
past week, it reported $2.2 bil-
lion in losses during the three
months that ended in June.

Memos from post office lead-

ership detailed an elimination of
overtime and a halting of late de-
livery trips that are sometimes
needed tomake sure deliveries ar-
rive ontime. One document said if
distribution centres are running
behind, “they will keep the mail for
the next day.” Another said: “One
aspect of these changes that may
bedifficult foremployeesis that —
temporarily — we may see mail
left behind or mail on the work-
room floor or docks.” Additional
records outline upcoming reduc-
tions of hours at post offices, in-
cluding closures on Saturdays.
The new policies have angered
lawmakers from both partiesand

New Delhi

community transmission is a sig-
nificant milestone, however, as
we all know, we can’t afford to be
complacent,” Director-General of
Health Dr Ashley Bloomfield said.

“We have seen overseas how
quickly the virus can re-emerge
and spread in places where it
was previously under control,
and we need to be prepared to
quickly stamp out any future
cases in New Zealand,” he said.

New Zealand has 23 active
cases in isolation facilities.

Vietnam, which went for
three months without detecting
any domestic transmission, is
now racing to control a new out-
break in Danang.

drawn criticism from former
President Barack Obama, who
said the administrationis “under-
mining the Postal Service in an
election that’s going to be depend-
ent on mail-in ballots.” DeJoy has
been the target of multiple letters
from Congress who have called on
him to rescind his measures.
Democratic leaders Nancy
Pelosi and Chuck Schumer have
written a letter to DeJoy that said
the operational changes “threaten
the timely delivery of mail — in-
cluding medicines for seniors, pay-
checks for workers, and absentee
ballots for voters — that is essen-
tial to millions of Americans.” AP

EXPLAINED

Graft concerns
complicate aid

LEBANON HAS seen months
of mass protests against sys-
temic corruption even before
Tuesday’s blast. The devasta-
tionin Beirut has brought that
anger to boiling point. But it
also presents a problem for
foreign countries in sending
much-needed aid to rebuild
Beirut. Survivors pleaded with
the visiting French President
to not let government agents
loot the relief fund. This has
resulted in the US, France, UK,
Canada and Australia declar-
ing that their contributions
would go to the Lebanese Red
Cross and UN agencies, not to
the government.

signing on Sunday, citing the ex-
plosion and the failure of the gov-
ernment to carry out reforms.
World powers agreed at an
emergency donor conference
on Sunday to provide “major
resources” to help Beirut re-
cover, pledging not to fail
Lebanon’s people. REUTERS

Controversy in
Nepal over
Jaishankar’s
Buddha remarks

YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, AUGUST 9

A DAY after External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar described
Buddhaas one of the two greatest
“Indians”, along with Mahatma
Gandhi, the remark stirred a
diplomatic controversy in Nepal.

Leaders from the ruling
Nepal Communist Party (NCP)
and the opposition Nepali
Congress expressed anguish
over Jaishankar's statement who
said on Saturday that Buddha
and Mahatma Gandhi were the
two greatest Indians.

“Who are the two greatest
Indians ever that you can re-
member. | would say, one is
Gautam Buddha, and the other
is Mahatma Gandhi. Notjust the
greatest Indians that you and I,
as Indians remember. But the
greatest Indians that the world
remembers,” Jaishankar had said
during a webinar on Saturday.

NCPleader and former Prime
Minister of Nepal, Madhav
Kumar Nepal said Jaishanker’s
statement was “mischievous”.

Nepal’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said, “It is a well-estab-
lished and undeniable fact
proven by historical and archae-
ological evidences that Gautam
Buddha was born in Lumbini,
Nepal. Lumbini, the birthplace of
Buddha and the fountain of
Buddhism, is one of the UNESCO
world heritage sites.”

“During his visit to Nepal in
2014, the Prime Minister of India
H.E. Shri Narendra Modi himself,
while addressing Nepal's legisla-
ture Parliament, had said that
‘Nepal is the country where apos-
tle of peace in the world, Buddha,

was born’,” the ministry said.

Nepal lawmakers
ask leaders not to

split ruling party

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, AUGUST 9

AS THE ongoing feud within the
ruling Nepal Communist Party
appeared to be inching towards
aformal split, 64 parliamentari-
ans on Sunday asked top leaders
to overcome their differences
and save the party.

The members, who together
constitute over one-third of the
party’s strength in the House of
Representatives, said they would
not side with any of the three
leaders — Prime Minister KP Olj,
senior leader Madhav Kumar
Nepal or Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’ — if they go as far as
splitting the party.
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MARrkET WATCH
FPIS NET BUYERS IN AUG 1ST WEEK

New Delhi: Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) remained net buyers
in domestic markets by investing a net Rs 8,327 crore in the first
week of August amid better than expected results by big Indian
companies. PTI

‘VOLUME OF TRANSACTIONS VIA UPI SOARS 10 TIMES COMPARED TO IMPS’

Falling cash usage in May-Jul: Transaction
value via UPl 24% higher than that of IMPS

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 9

MOUNTINGJOB losses and salary
cuts across sectors coupled with
limited use of cash due to COVID-
19 apprehensions has changed
the spending habits of citizens, ac-
cordingtodataavailable fromthe
National Payments Corporation of
India (NPCI).

During May, June, and July, for
example, the total number of
transactions done through the
NPCI's Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) stood at 1,234.5 million,
1,336.9 million, and 1,497.3 mil-
lion, respectively.

The total value of transaction
done via UPI in these three
months amounted to Rs 7,707.6
billion, which was 24 per cent
higher than all transactions done
through the inter-bank immedi-

SPENDING HABITS CHANGING, SHOWS NPCI DATA
EDuring May, June,andJuly,  MRisingjob losses and salary
forexample, the total cutsacross sectors along with
number of transactionsdone  limited use of cash due to
through the NPCI's Unified COVID-19 apprehensions has
Payments Interface (UPI) changed the spending habits
stood at 1,234.5 million, of citizens, as per data from
1,336.9 million,and 1,497.3 the National Payments
million, respectively Corporation of India

ate payment service (IMPS). and other utilities.

The reason for UPI, which is
built on the IMPS platform, out-
stripping the latter as the pre-
ferred mode of payment was the
massive decrease in the inter-per-
sonal transfer of funds as people
opted more for precautionary sav-
ings, officials said, adding that
IMPS is mostly used by people for
lending short-term loans to
friends and family or paying rents

“For UP], if you see, the volume
of transactions has soared by up
to 10times compared to IMPS. The
total value, however, remains
small as it has become the pre-
ferred contactless option evenifit
is for small payments atyour daily
grocery stores. The usage of cash
has remained restricted due to
COVID fear,” an official said.

According to data, the total

June quarter: Even as MFs & FPIs see
dip in holding in NSE-listed cos, retail
investors raise theirs to 30-mth high

SANDEEP SINGH
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 9

IN LINE with the surge of retail
investors into the stock markets
in the quarter ended June 2020,
the retail holding in NSE-listed
companies went up from 6.54
per cent in March to 6.74 per
centasonJune 30,2020 — high-
estin 10 quarters.

During the June quarter,
which witnessed 20 per cent
jump in Nifty, retail investors
raised their holding in 1,018
companies listed on the National
Stock Exchange (NSE).

According to Prime Infobase,
the retail holding (investors with
holding of up to Rs 2 lakh) went
up even as the domestic mutual
funds (MFs) and foreign portfo-
lio investors (FPIs) saw a dip in
their share of holding.

Domestic MFs saw their
share decline for the first time in
24 quarters on a quarter-on-
quarter basis. While the share of
MFs holding in NSE listed com-
panies increased from 2.86 per
centinJune 2014 to 7.96 per cent
in March 2020, it dipped for the
first time (in six years to) over the
previous quarter and stood at

—— BRIEFLY —

CVDoncertain
imports from
Indonesia

New Delhi: The Commerce
Ministry’s investigationarm
Directorate General of Trade
Remedies has recommend-
ed imposition of provisional
countervailing duty (CVD)
on certain steel products
from Indonesia to guard do-
mestic manufacturers from
subsidised imports. PTI

TKMforaysinto
compactSUV

segment

New Delhi: Toyota Kirloskar
Motor (TKM)announced its
entry into the compact SUV
segmentinIndiawith theall
new Toyota Urban Cruiser —
its youngest SUV. “We will
share more details about the
car and the launch in the
days to come,” Naveen Soni,
seniorvice president—Sales
and Services, TKMV, said. ENS

‘Non-personal
dataplanjolts
UStechgiants’

New Delhi: India’s plan to
regulate “non-personal”
data has jolted US tech gi-
ants Amazon, Facebookand
Google, and a group repre-
senting themis preparing to
push back against the pro-
posals, as per sources and a
letter seen by Reuters. The
US-India Business Council
calls imposed data sharing
“anathema” to promoting
competition. REUTERS

7.81 per centas onJune 30, 2020.

The FPIs’ holding in NSE-
listed companies decreased
from 21.17 per cent by value as
on March 31, 2020 to 21.05 per
centasonJune 30,2020, despite
net inflows of Rs 29,516 crore
during the quarter.

The jump in retail investor
numbers can also be seen from
the rise in demat accounts over
the last four months. In the three
month period — April, May and
June — the Central Depository
Services Limited added 19 lakh
new investor accounts. Even in
July, it added 10 lakh new ac-
counts the investor account
numbers rose to 2.41 crore as of
July 31,2020.

“Unlike seen in previous
quarters and years where retail
would typically buy at the peak
and sell at lows, the last quarter
saw heavy buying by retail mak-
ing use of the steep fall in share
prices due to the coronavirus
pandemic,” said Pranav Haldea,
MD of Prime Database. He fur-
ther pointed out that retail in-
vestors have an overwhelming
presence in smaller companies,
which institutional investors
typically stay away from.

Besides retail investors, even

the holding of high-net-worth
individuals (those with more
thanRs 2 lakh shareholding), in-
creased in NSE-listed companies
as it rose from 1.78 per cent to
1.84 per centas on June 30,2020.

Even the private promoters
continued to increase their hold-
ing and raised their holding in
NSE-listed companies from
4425 per cent in March 2020 to
at 44.43 per cent as on June 30,
2020. Data shows that over 11
years (since June 2009), private
promoter ownership has been
steadily increasing and has in-
creased from 33.61 per cent on
June 30, 2009 to 44.43 per cent
onJune 30, 2020.

On the other hand, the per-
centage holding of Government
of India (as promoter and public
shareholder)in companies listed
on the NSE hit an all-time low of
6.36 per centas on June 30,2020
down from 6.56 per cent as on
March 31,2020.

Over the same 11-year pe-
riod, the holding has been stea-
dily declining, from 22.71 per
cent as on June 30,2009 to 6.36
per cent as on June 30, 2020,
“partly also due to the
Government’s divestment pro-
gramme,” said Haldea.

volume of cash withdrawal trans-
actions on all platforms supported
by NPCl during May, June and July
stood at 255.4 million, 290.3 mil-
lion, and 283.9 million, respec-
tively. The total value of cash with-
drawn during these three months
was Rs 3,389. 4 billion. Similarly,
the total volume of IMPS transac-
tions in May, June, and July stood
at166.9 million, 198.9 millionand
222.1 million, respectively. The to-
tal value of transactions done via
IMPS in these three months was
Rs 6,021.2 billion.

Goingahead, thisbehaviouris
likely to continue as people opt for
more precautionary savings, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said in
its July bulletin. “Looking further
ahead in 2020-21, the COVID-19
pandemic is also expected to in-
duce behavioural changes suchas,
increase in internet-based trans-
actions vis-a-vis cash and card-

based transactions,” it had said.

The trend was also observed
in payments done through UPI
based platforms supported by pri-
vate players such as Razorpay.

Inareportreleasedin July, the
company said that around 45 per
centofall transactions done thro-
ugh its platform were UPI-based,
leaving behind transactions done
through credit and debit cards,
and even net-banking.

“UPlis gaining significant trac-
tion since the onset of lockdown.
With time, contact-based pay-
ment models such as PoS (point-
of-sale) machines will get re-
placed with new-age, contact-less
mobile-based features suchas dy-
namic QR (quick response)codes,
AePS (Aadhaar Enabled Payment
System), mATM, contactless bio-
metric authentication and con-
tactless card payment solutions,”
Razorpay had said in its report.

‘Coal import falls 43.2%
in July on high stockpile’
India’s coal import fell 43.2 per cent to 11.13 MT in July, on

account of high stockpile of the dry fuel at pitheads, plants
and ports, provisional data from mjunction showed

19.6 MT
Coal

imported by
Indiain July
2019 4

57.27 MT: Total coalimportsin
April-July 2020, 35.76 per
cent lowerthan 89.15 MT
imported in year-ago period

38.84 MT: Non-coking coal
importsin April-July 2020, as
against 60.97 MTin
corresponding period last year

10.67 MT: Coking coal imports
in April-July 2020, down from
17.73MT in April-July 2019

74.629 MT: Coal stockason

March 31,2020, compared to
54.155MT onMarch 31,2019

72.88 MT: Pithead stock of
Coal India Ltd (CIL) as on July
16, compared to 33.17 MTin
corresponding period a year ago

Rising coal stock at pithead:
CIL had said that despatch of
coal was adversely affected in
last week of March, causing
mounting coal stock at pithead

Source: mjunction/PTI

Why this is important: Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
given directions to target thermal coal import substitution,
particularly when huge coal stock inventory is available in

the country this year

Amid staggering losses, India Inc says
recovery depends on course of pandemic

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 9

CORPORATEINDIA'S Q1FY21 re-
sults were marked by severe dis-
ruptions to the supply chain as
also demand, with much of the
country locked down for most of
the time. To that extent the num-
bers are less helpful than the
commentary in giving us a sense
of what to expect in the rest of
the year.

Nonetheless, the losses are
staggering, exacerbated by the
regulatory provisions made by
the telcos, and it will take an ex-
ceptional performance in the
rest of the year to reverse the
trend. As of now, the Nifty com-
panies are expected to report a
5-10 per cent drop in profits for
2020-21 before rebounding
smartly in 2021-22.

Q1FY21 results were marked by severe disruptions
to the supply chain as also demand, with much of
India locked down for most of the time

The good news is that despite
local lockdowns, several eco-
nomic indicators — e-way bills,
electricity, registrations of cars
and two-wheelers, container
traffic have started looking up.

Moreover, capacity utilisa-
tion at factories, too, is increas-
ing as migrant labourers return.

Nonetheless, the manage-
ment commentary has been
cautious with chief executive of-
ficers (CEOs) reminding us that
the growth trajectory will de-
pend on how soon the pandemic
subsides and how quickly busi-
ness activity picks up.

They have also cautioned

Saudi Aramco second
quarter profit plunges 73%

REUTERS
DUBAI,AUGUST 9

STATE OIL giant Saudi Aramco’s
profit plunged 73 per cent in the
second quarter of the year, as a
slump in energy demand and
prices due to the coronavirus cri-
sis hit sales at the world’s biggest
oil exporter. But the company
stuckwith plans to pay $75 billion
in dividends this year and CEO
Amin Nasser said global oil de-
mand was recovering.

All major oil companies have
taken a hit in the second quarter
aslockdowns to contain the coro-
navirus limited travel, which re-
duced oil consumption and sent

prices tumbling to levels not seen
in nearly two decades.

Aramco, which listed in
Riyadh last year in a record $29.4
billion flotation, said the rapid
spread of COVID-19 globally had
significantly reduced demand for
crude oil, natural gas and petro-
leum products. Nasser told re-
porters he had seen a partial re-
coveryintheenergy marketanda
pick up in demand as economies
gradually open after the easing of
coronavirus lockdowns.

“Look at China, their gasoline
and diesel demand is almost at
pre-COVID 19 levels. We are see-
ing that Asia is picking up and
othermarkets(too),” he said after
announcing the quarterly results.

that the high frequency data for
June and July don’t reflect the full
picture since some of it is simply
the pent-up demand getting ful-
filled. The numbers, they say,
could taper off.

CEOs have also pointed out
that with thousands losing their
jobs in COVID-impacted sectors
such as civil aviation, hospitality;,
tourism,trade and retail, the
cap or cut in incomes in many
companies, the near-total ab-
sence of fresh investments by
the private sector and also in-
creasing automation and digiti-
sation demand is bound to re-
main weak. FE

BharatNet equipment shif

Authorities look to revive plan to

extend Koz

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 9

IN THE aftermath of the Air India
Express plane crash at Kozhikode
on Friday thatkilled 18 people in-
cluding both pilots, authorities are
looking to revive plans to extend
the airport’s runway, within the
overall constraint of additional
land being unavailable for the ex-
ercise. Earlier plans to extend the
runway ran into hurdles on ac-
countof the state government not
being able to allocate additional
land to the airport developer
Airports Authority of India (AAI).

On Friday, a Boeing 737-800
aircraft with 191 people on board
overshot the runway at Kozhikode
airportafterlandingand fellintoa
35 feet deep gorge resulting in the
aircraft being broken up into three
parts.“Options to expand the run-
way within the constraints are be-
ing explored,” a senior govern-
ment official said.

The runway, which was 2,850-
metre long till 2016, was reduced
by around 100 m in length to ac-
commodate the runway end
safety area (RESA). The RESAat the
Kozhikode runway was extended
from 90 m in length to 240 m, in
accordance with recommenda-
tions of the committee that pro-
posed changes following a simi-
lar incident in Mangalore back in
2010, which killed 158 people on
board.RESAisanareaatthe end of
the runway where the plane can
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hikode airport runway
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Rescue operation that was undertaken after the Air India
Express flight, with 191 passengers on board, en route from
Dubai skidded off the runway while landing, in Kozhikode,

August 7. File

sinkinifit overshoots the tarmac.

Alluding that the plan to ac-
quire additional land for expan-
sion of the runway may face bot-
tlenecks in implementation, the
official said thatin the wake of the
accident, alternate options are be-
ing looked at. These may include
increasing the available landing
distance by reducing the dimen-
sions of other aspects of the run-
way, or creating an artificial struc-
ture on the gorge thatis partof the
airport land.

The Indian Express reported
Sunday that back in 2017, AAI,
which manages the airport, had
firmed up plans to extend
Kozhikode’s 2,750-m runway by
800 m and was awaiting alloca-
tion of land by the Kerala govern-
ment. Sources said that land was
not acquired by the state citing

high costs and local resistance.

A senior AAl official told The
Indian Express thatany finality re-
garding chalking up fresh plans for
extending the runway will de-
pend on the report by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB), which s investigating the
Kozhikode incident.

According to officials tracking
the investigation, the ill-fated air-
craft touched down with around
one-third of the runway already
crossed, notleaving the crew with
enough distance available to bring
the aircraft to a safe halt in time.

However, an official at the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation said that the visibility and
the tailwinds affecting the aircraft
were within legal limits and that
the investigators were still look-
ing for a cause of the incident.

How lack of a post-crash fire in Kerala
flight mishap resulted in fewer casualties

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 9

EVEN AS investiga-
tions are underway,
the primary differ-
ence between the
Mangalore crashofan
Air India Express air-
craftin 2010 and the
one in Kozhikode on
the evening of August
7 was the lack of a post-crash fire
in the latter. This minimised the
casualties at Kozhikode.

EXPLAINED

Whatare the causes fora
post-crash fire?

An aircraft is usually carrying
large quantities of the highly in-
flammable aviation turbine fuel
(ATF),whichis housed in tanksin
the belly of the aircraft and the
two wings. When the aircraft
makes an uncontrolled impact

with the ground or an object, the
structural damage to hull could
cause the tanks to rupture leading
leakage of fuel or oil, which, if
sparked off, could re-
sult in an explosive
fire. Additionally, a
fire can also be ig-
nited in case the air-
craft is carrying
goods that flamma-
ble such as batteries,
chemicals, etc.

What happens when thereisa
post-crash fire?
Whenanaircraftbecomesen-
gulfed in flames after crash-land-
ing, it becomes all the more diffi-
cult for people on board to
evacuate the plane. Italsorestricts
the ability of first responders to
carry out the evacuation process.
Given that most modern air-
liners carry large amounts of fuel,
whenever the cockpit crew fore-

sees a problem with the aircraft,
such as engine failure or landing
gear problem — something that
could lead to an unusual landing
atan airport — the air traffic con-
trol informs the emergency serv-
ices including the fire brigade to
expect a fire. Plus, the pilots at-
tempt to jettison the fuel before a
crashlanding.

Do chances of survivors fall ifa
plane catches fire after crash?

With evacuation effortsbeing
hindered by the fire, the chances
of survival decrease significantly.
This was exemplified at the crash
of a Russian passenger jet in May
2019, which was carrying 78 peo-
ple on board. The aircraft crashed
shortly after taking off — meaning
it was fuelled up for the flight —
after suffering an electrical failure.
Of'the 78 people onboard, 41 died
because of the fire that followed
the crash.

ting: BBNL, CSC

agree to iron out differences, work together

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 9

THE DoT’S Bharat Broadband
Network Limited (BBNL) and the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology’s
Common Services Centre (CSC)
have buried the hatchet on the
shifting on equipment used for
last mile internet connectivity and
have agreed to work together for
now, senior government officials
close to the development said.

Following meetings in the
Department of Telecommunic-
ations (DoT) between officials
from BBNLand CSC, the two agen-
cies decided it was in everyone’s
best interest if CSC continued to
workon last mile connectivity un-
der BharatNet as agreed.

Earlier this year in May, BBNL

ISSUE STARTEDIN
MAY THIS YEAR

M InMay, BBNL
Chairman Sarvesh Singh
had alleged that CSChad
violated terms of a
tripartite agreement by
shifting equipment used
for last mile connectivity
without telling BBNL

B CSCdefended its move,
saying in most cases, the
equipment was kept at
places where there was
hardly any power
connectivity or security

Chairman Sarvesh Singh had writ-
ten to the Universal Service

Obligation Fund (USOF) alleging
that CSC had violated terms of a
tripartite agreement by shifting
equipment used for last mile con-
nectivity without informing the
former. This, Singh had said in his
letter, would be a hindrance in
providing non-discriminatory ac-
cess to all telecom and internet
service providers.

Onits part, CSC had defended
its move to shiftequipment alleg-
ing that in most cases, the equip-
ment for last mile connectivity
was kept by BBNLat places where
there was hardly any power con-
nectivity or security.

“Some of the equipment was
stolen. These equipment were
keptin the panchayat buildings or
municipal schools where they re-
main locked at nightand the care-
taker of such buildings used to
switch off the internet and go

home. So we suggested to the
DoT that to maintain these equip-
ment, regular power supply and
maintenanceis needed and hence
the CSC should be allowed to
move equipment,” a senior CSC
official said.

BBNL, however, had objected
totheidea and said that since the
equipment belonged to the cen-
tral government, allowing village
level entrepreneurs to transferall
machines without any accounta-
bility could not be allowed.

“BBNLwas of the view that the
(CSCs’ habitof leaving the VLE (vil-
lage level entrepreneur) com-
pletely independent and free is
not possible in the case of govern-
mentassets.Ifand whenanaudit-
ing of the equipment is done,
BBNL will be held responsible if
any equipment or machinery is
missing,” a DoT official said.

‘FAR FROM CERTAIN IF TWITTER WOULD BE ABLE TO OUTBID MICROSOFT CORP’

“T'witter expressed interest in buying TikTok’s US ops’

GREG ROUMELIOTIS
&KANISHKA SINGH
BENGALURU,AUGUST9

TWITTER INC has approached
TikTok’s Chinese owner ByteDa-
nce to express interest in acquir-
ing the US operations of the video-
sharing app, two people familiar
with the matter told Reuters, as ex-
perts raised doubts over Twitter’s
ability to put together financing
fora potential deal.

It is far from certain that
Twitter would be able to outbid
Microsoft Corpand complete such
a transformative deal in the 45

Twitter has a market capitalisation of close to $30
billion and would need to raise additional capital
to fund the deal, according to the sources

days that US President Donald
Trump has given ByteDance to ag-
reetoasale, sources said Saturday.
The news of Twitter and
TikTok being in preliminary talks
and Microsoft still being seen as
the front-runner in bidding for the
app’s USoperations was reported
earlier by the Wall Street Journal.
Twitter has a market capitali-
sation of close to $30 billion, al-

most as much as the valuation of
TikToK’s assets to be divested, and
would need to raise additional
capital to fund the deal,according
to the sources.

“Twitter will have a hard time
putting together enough financ-
ing to acquire even the US opera-
tions of TikTok. It doesn’t have
enough borrowing capacity”, said
Erik Gordon, a professor at the

New Delhi

University of Michigan.

“If it (Twitter) tries to put to-
gether an investor group, the
terms will be tough. Twitter’sown
shareholders might prefer that
management focus onits existing
business”, he added. One of
Twitter’s shareholders, private eq-
uity firm Silver Lake, is interested
in helping fund a potential deal,
one of the sources added.

Twitter has also privately
madeacase thatits bid would face
less regulatory scrutiny than
Microsoft’s, and will not face any
pressure from China given that it
is not active in that country, the
sources said.

TikTok, ByteDance and Twitter
declined to comment.TikTok has
come under fire from US lawmak-
ers over national security con-
cerns surrounding data collection.

Earlier this week, Trump un-
veiled bans on US transactions
with the China-based owners of
messaging app WeChat and
TikTok, escalating tensions be-
tween the two countries. Trump
said this week he would support
Microsoft's efforts to buy TikTok’s
US operations if the US govern-
ment got a “substantial portion”
of the proceeds. He nevertheless
said he will ban the popular app
on September 15. REUTERS
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Ben Stokes pulls out of Pakistan series due to family reasons
England all-rounder Ben Stokes will miss the remainder of the Test series against Pakistan due
to family reasons, the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) said. “Stokes will leave the UK
later this week and travel to New Zealand. He will miss England’s two Test matches against
Pakistan,” ECB statement said.

Falling, rising, soaring

Messi'’s left foot stunner inspires lacklustre Barca to quell Napoli; seals Champions League QF spot

REUTERS
BARCELONA,AUGUST9

AFIRED-UP Lionel Messi led Barcelona to a 3-
1 win at home to Napoli on Saturday for a 4-2
aggregate victory which took the club into the
Champions League quarter-finals for the 13th
consecutive season where they face Bayern
Munich. The Catalans had a shaky start but took
the lead in the 10th minute with a powerful
header from a corner by Clement Lenglet be-
fore Messi scored a superb second in the 23rd,
seeing off four defenders to curl the ballinto the
far bottom corner.

Messi had the ball in the net again soon af-
ter following a superb team move but the goal
was harshly ruled out for handball by the
Argentine following a VAR review, although
Messi later won a penalty which Luis Suarez
converted for Barca’s third.

Napoli got one back when Lorenzo Insigne
converted a spot kick at the end of the first half
and were the better side after the interval but
Barca survived to set up a mouth-watering
clashwithBayernin the Final Eight tournament
in Lisbon next Friday. “We got the result we
wanted. We've spent two weeks preparing for
the game, knowing how difficult it would be
and soit proved as they made it tough for us in
certain moments,” said Suarez.

Messi had sounded the alarm after
Barcelona’s rusty performanceinthe 1-1 draw
in the last-16 first leg back in February, saying
they stood no chance of winning Europe’s top
prize, which haseluded them since 2015, unless
they improved. He would have been worried
by Barca’s stuttering start which saw Napoli
swarm all over the home side’s area and Dries
Mertens clip the crossbarin the second minute
with a scuffed shot. But Napoli's slack defend-
ingallowed Lenglet to score with a free header
which settled Barca nerves while Messi effec-
tively killed the tie off with his goal and by win-
ning the penalty by chasing down Kalidou
Koulibaly in the area and earning a foul.

However, the fact Napoli ended the game
so well, with Hirving Lozano hitting the post
and Arkadiusz Milik’s header ruled out for
offside, added to the sense that Barca will
struggle to beat Bayern, who thrashed
Chelsea 7-1 on aggregate.

Seven seconds of magic

A man not averse to conjuring a moment of magic when needed, Lionel Messi’s goal — Barcelona’s second —
against Napoli in the Champions League game showcased how lethal he can be from areas opposition
defences don’t usually consider dangerous.

OUTSIDE THEBOX

WITH LUIS Suarez confronted by Napoli's
towering centre- back Kalidou Koulibaly,
the Uruguayan makes a frantic pass to
Messi lurking on the edge of the box to-
wards the right, farther away from where
the action seemingly was.

As has been the case over the years
with the Argentine superstar, Napoli in-
stantly responded with two of their play-
ers trying to close him down - in this case
left-back Mario Rui and left winger
Lorenzo Insigne. Insigne has the first stab
at Messi, just when the 33-year old cuts
into the box.

MESSI ENTERS NAPOLI BOX

Insigne makes contact and the ball is loose
of Messi's left foot. The loose ball careens
off Mario Lui as Messi slips to the ground.
But he breaks his fall with his right knee
and simultaneously somehow manages
toretrieve the ball back on to his left foot.
Rui is out of the picture after colliding
with Koulibaly, who came to help but
ended up stopping his own defender.

At this point, Koulibaly is behind
Messi and the ball while Napoli’s second
centre-back Kostas Manolas are in front
of him.

THE ANGLE OF THE SHOT

With Manolas blocking his view of the
goal and Napoli custodian David Ospina
in a favourable position, Messi falls over
once again. But this time, it's to shape his
body in a way that he can get a left-footed
shot off inside Ospina’s far post.

The Barcelona attacker has to thread

Lionel Messi reacts after pumping in Barcelona’s second goal against Napoli

in the 23rd minute. Reuters
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Lionel Messi hasscored
against 35 different clubsin
the ChampionsLeague; two more
thanthe nextbest Cristiano Ronaldo.

the needle here and does exactly that. As
he manages to get his shot off while falling
to the ground in his follow-up, Ospina
makes a dive but could only get his fin-

gertips to the ball as it crashes into the far
side of the net. This helps Barcelona to a
two-goal advantage on the night as well
as the two-legged tie.

It was yet another memorable goal in
the Champions League for the five-time
Ballon d’Or winner. The obstacles in the
path would have prevented most, if not
all footballers in the world, but the seven
seconds of magic from Messi found a way.

SHASHANK NAIR

BCCI SOP puts Whatmore’s
Baroda job under threat

DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI,AUGUST 9

WORLD CUP winning coach Dav Whatmore
could be the first to lose his job due to Covid-
19 after BCClissued an advisory to state as-
sociations to discourage individuals aged 60
and above and those with underlying med-
ical conditions from joining teams during
the pandemic. Whatmore, 66, was ap-
pointed Baroda’s Ranji coach and also its di-
rector of cricket in April this year.

The SOP(Standard Operating Protocol) has
triggered a few differing opinions
inthe Baroda Cricket Association.
BCA president Pranav Amin be-
lieves that they should continue
with Whatmore as coach but
joint secretary Parag Patel reck-
ons that the SOP should be fol-
lowed and they should notriskin-
volving Whatmore. Restrictions
over flights from Australia, where

available and willing (which he is). Hence, I re-
quest the CEO or secretary to write to BCCl in-
forming them about our decision to proceed
with Dav Whatmore as Baroda Coach and we
are aware of above,” Amin wrote.

ABCCl official told The Indian Express that it
will be the state association’s call whether they
want to continue with coaches over 60 as the
board has issued a general guideline as a pre-
cautionary measure due to Covid-19. “It (SOP)
is not mandatory, however, state association
will have to take preventive measures. This SOP
was sent to help the associations. If they want
to make their own SOPs, they can take some
points fromus. Each state has dif-
ferent situations, whether toac-
ceptSOPornot, it's for the state to
decide,” a BCCl official said.

The BCCI's SOP had stated
that “individuals who are over
the age of 60 years, viz. support
staff, umpires, ground staff, and
those individuals with underly-
ing medical conditions such as

Whatmore resides, have also  DavWhatmore was diabetes, lung disease, weak-
been mentioned. appointed Baroda ened immunity, etc should be
In his communication to Ranjiteam’scoachin  considered vulnerable and are

Amin and members of BCA’s
Apex Council on August4,and ac-

April this year. File

believed to have a higher risk of
severe Covid-19. All suchindivid-

cessed by The Indian Express, Patel
wrrote thatit might not be wise torisk the health
of young Baroda players.

“BCCl is doing this to safeguard them-
selves as well as their partners i.e. state asso-
ciationand cricketers. Dav might be ready (al-
though I don’t know how he will fly from
Australia to India unless international flights
become operational). However, citizens
above 60 years of age are more susceptible to
contracting Covid-19 due to various physio-
logical changes and multiple underlying co-
morbidities. Hence chances of him getting in-
fected are more and by allowing him to
interact with our boys, are we not exposing
our pool of talent to high risk?” Patel wrote.

His mail was in response to the one sent by
Amin to BCA’s Apex Council members. “We
have spoken toafew people as wellasBCCl,and
the feedbackis below. The guidelines set by the
BCCI are only a preventive suggestion, not a
mandatory ruling. The BCCl is doing this only
to safeguard themselves so associations don’t
blame them for anything in future. The rule of
over 60 is only a suggestion and we will have
to write to them informing them that Dav is

uals should be discouraged from
participating in the camp activities until suit-
able guidelines areissued by the Government.”

Arun Lal, Ghavri on the radar

Whatmore isn’t the only coach aged over
60; Arun Lal, 65, is the coach of Bengal's Ranji
Trophy team and 67-year old Karsan Ghavri
coaches the Saurashtra Ranji Trophy team.

Arun Lal said he wasn’t unduly bothered
about the situation as it was just an advisory.

“It'stooearly for me to comment on this. It's
ageneral advisory, nothing more than that. And
the advisory also says, “should be discouraged’
and “not allowed”. In such a situation, things
can change overnight and the advisory itself
says ‘we may from time to time change it’. The
seasonis so faraway thatI thinkit will sortitself
out,” Lal said. Saurashtra Cricket Association is
yet totakeany call on Ghavri's job. “We will de-
cide once we know when our domestic cricket
is going to start. At the moment, we haven't
taken any decision,” informed SCA secretary
Himanshu Shah. The SCA had given Ghavri a
one-year contract last season.

(INPUTS FROM SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY)
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ACROSS

1 Funand games in Parliament
(5)

8 Well-known companion of a
witch (8)

9 Open tarts, perhaps(5)

10 Rise clumsily to get Heather

DOWN

2

3

4

Involved in a quest for relics of
abygone age (8)

Awful description of [van

(8)

Grade scrap metal inside

(6)

some wine (8) 5 Hintsyoustart to get when
11 Provide some point to the joke becoming drunk(5)

(5) 6 He copies Roman numbers
12 I myself fall into this category (5)

3) 7 They shouldn’t be drunk, for

16 Wrongly blamed for the uproar
(6)

17 Soft - like currency perhaps?

example, with doctors around

(5)

12 It cannot fly in the murky
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr. 20)

You're known as a
good social
performer, which is
precisely why

today's planetary patterns suit

you down to the ground. Lively
people hold the key to your
relationships, and you should
take any and every
opportunity to broaden your
social circle. Listen to people
you might once have thought
were beneath you.

TAURUS (Apr.21 - May 21)
Professional
concerns must be of
paramount
importance for all of

you who are currently

pursuing a vital working
objective. Whatever your
ambitions, you should see
yourself as moving forward as
part of alarge family rather
than as a solitary individual.

You're not alone.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Long-distance and
travel interests
require attention
although, from

today’s picture, it doesn’t seem

thatanythingis going wrong.

Perhaps it will do you good to

check, though. Also, give alittle

more space to any mystical or

©® gloom (3) MARVIN by Tom Armst rong religious beliefs and aspirations.
18 Applicationin aletter to us 13 Some modern poetry (3) CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
(3) 14 Definite indication gets us up 1 AFE ¥OU BEIMNG 2 Wrap upall
23 Shape altered a great deal (5) togive notice (4,4) £ O M agreements and
24 Regulation colours (8) 15 They employ various holds in i KEFT a B AM | arrangements over
25 Teams that can’t be taken their work (8) ¥ BEEING KEFT k3 the coming days
objectively (5) 19 Be kind about the dessert (6) OUTT o0 although there’s no real sense
26 Bought back, having had 20 New stars played major roles in - = of urgency, even as far as
second thoughts? (8) Russia (5) i L money is concerned. Indeed, if
27 Hangs about - it's a grind 21 Near to being dexterous (5) someone has been pressing
(5) 22 Bid to take leave in France? (5) ] you to make a financial
] decision, you might be well
’ ) ) = advised to put the brakes on.
Solutions Crossword 4192: Across: 1Powder puff, 6 View, 10 Dogma, 11 Royalties, 12
Zerohour, 13Neddy, 15 Iridium, 17 Patella, 19 Hundred, 21 Nineveh, 22 Divot, 24 Raillery, E.. i Pause for thought.
27 Existence, 28 Cameo, 29 Stew, 30 Determined. Down: 1Pods, 2 Wagnerian, 3 Erato,
4Perform, 5Flytrap, 7 liad, 8 Wishy-washy, 9 Plankton, 14 Nightchess, 16 Irtate, 18 f Ter o - — LEO (July 24 - Aug.23)
Liverymen, 20 Derange, 21 Naivete, 23 Voile, 25 Locum, 26 Road o i ﬁ'} R e Mool o .n'":-'\-';' @ Fl?rtlnerihlps hold
o PR, (TR L (i i e key to your
happiness today,
although it does
seem very likely that you are
JUMBLED WORDS - feeling resentful or even bitter.
Difficulty Level 5s = e n You must choose whether to
Instructions 1 .6!7 (o)) face up to people who have
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to To solve aSudoku puzzle, 1 i = ; ? 3- 4 E 1 2 .5- E E given you a hard time, or mix
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get every digitfrom1t0o9 3 'El L 5] 5 B E a4 L% g 1 2 ! ll-'r OI‘I.Iy with amiable and easy-
the ansm:erforthe given quip. ) ) . 8 mustappearineachof the ' = ' 3 H . 2 Q | Lx :- i i going types.
Youcan'tsitonthe__of___.Ifyoudo, youwill be blown to pieces. - Henry J. Kaiser (3,.,8)) — e feslleslms i v - & o) 9 1 o :-" 5 E .1: E. 3 VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23)
< each of the nine horizontal L] 1 a FTralaed 1|6 5 2 This certainly seems
CURER CEODLS | rows andin each of the AP 3 o =) 2 : tobeatime to keep
(@) = ] T rom the inevitable
(o) 9 o g il : 9IS 7 68134 work, you should put a little
KKIOS NRSUGP D | o = g4/ 1|59 7|2 thoughtinto your physical
N D'f_f":”lty LereI o 2 3 6 - it B & well-being. The Moon’s recent
. Ts=Veryeasy; 2s =Easy; 5 1 A ) [Fie B2 654|018 relationship with Pluto
3s=Medium; 4s = Hard; | 2 ; g 714 8 5|5 i g suggests that this is a good
[N — 5s=\VeryHard; 6s = 4719 (@] NS LA L R AL moment to deal with long-
*s9231d 03 UMO]q 3q [[1M NOA ‘Op NOA J] ‘ssaxSoad Jo pIf 3 U0 1S J,ued NOX LIamsuy Genius ) standing complaints.
ONNYAS ‘AISOTD MSODI YNITY :NOLLNTOS

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)

The overall
planetary picture is
still pressured, but it
just so happens that

what may be difficult for other

people seems to be relatively
easy for you. Perhaps you

will gain from someone else’s

bad luck. If so, please see to it

that they share in your

good fortune.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Having put long-
distance or long-
term arrangements
to one side, or

satisfied yourself that all

overseas contacts are up and
running, you should then
check out any outstanding
legal questions and consider all
the ethical issues. You need to
occupy the moral high ground.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.23 - Dec.22)
Tie up any loose
ends in the
financial area over
the next few days -

today if possible. You must

realise that if you ignore any
outstanding business, you
could be in danger of tipping
avast amount of money
down one of those
mysterious black holes that
appear from time to time.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)
It's a pleasant day
for distractions like
shopping, or even
just plain old-

fashioned window-shopping.

However, on the personal

note, it is quite important

to make sure that everyone

is absolutely clear about

your thoughts, opinions

and intentions.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
The tide of fortune
flows your way
today. My one
concern is that you

could be alittle over-

emotional, but then this might
be no bad thing if you have
been refusing to face up to
certain awkward feelings. You
will get nowhere by denying
your desires. Instead, you need
tounderstand them.

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar 20)
Your mind should
be atits very
creative and
imaginative best

for another three days so, if

other people have any sense,
itis you to whom they should
turn if they want to ask the
pertinent questions and

receive original answers. A

romantic affair, though, could

be hard work.
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