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A signal to home
defence industry,
but commitment
faces challenges

SUSHANTSINGH
NEWDELHI, AUGUST9

AS THE rising defence imports
bill over the past two decades
hasconstrainedIndia’sstrategic
rise,thegoalofmakingthecoun-
try self-reliant in defence pro-

duction has
been on the
priority list of
defenceminis-
ters, especially
after the 1999
KargilWar.The

Make in India scheme an-
nounced in 2014 aimed to de-
veloptheindigenousdefencein-
dustry, but has failed to achieve
its targets.
Defence Minister Rajnath
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PUSHTOATMANIRBHAR INITIATIVE:RAJNATH

Govt bans import of 101
defence equipment items
Negative list fromDec,domestic firms
couldgetordersworthRs4lakhcrore

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, AUGUST9

PURSUANTTOFinanceMinister
NirmalaSitharaman’sannounce-
mentinMaytoboostthedomes-
tic defence sector, the govern-
ment on Sunday announced a
ban on import of 101weapons,
platforms,andequipment.
The negative import listwill

comeintoeffectfromDecember,
andwill be progressive, which
means the import ban could be
extendedtomore items.
Themove is aimed at boost-

ing the defencemanufacturing
sector in the country,which the
government hopes can act as an
engine to revive long-termeco-
nomic growth. An estimated
Rs4lakhcroreworthofordersfor
the armed forces are likely to be
placedwith domesticmanufac-
turersoverthenextsevenyears.
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SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,AUGUST9

TENCOVID-19patientsdiedfol-
lowing a fire at a hotel-turned
CovidCareCentreinVijayawada
earlySundaymorning.
Vijayawada Police Commis-

sioner B Srinivasulu said 31
Covid-19 patients were being
treated by Ramesh Hospital
which had lodged them at
Swarna Palace Hotel in
Governorpet.“FireandPoliceof-
ficials rescued 21 patients, two
hotel staff and six staff of
RameshHospital taking care of
thepatients,’’ Srinivasulusaid.
Health Minister A Krishna

Srinivas said all 21 patients res-
cued aswell as thehospital staff
were taken to RameshHospital
andweredoingwell.Noneofthe
patientsneededoxygensupport.”
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To check post-harvest wastage, PM
launches Rs 1-lakh-cr agri infra fund
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST9

CALLING THEwastage of post-
harvestproduce“abigproblem”,
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
onSundaylaunchedaRs1-lakh-
crore central financing scheme
under the Agriculture Infrastr-
ucture Fund that is aimed at

helping farmersandagri-entre-
preneurs build “post-harvest
agriculture infrastructure”.
The scheme,whichwas an-

nounced as part of the govern-
ment’s Rs 20 lakh crore
AtmanirbharBharatpackage in
responsetotheCovidpandemic
in May, was approved by the
Union Cabinet on July 8. It will
be implemented over 10 years

— from2020 to2029.
Under the scheme,Rs1 lakh

crorewill be providedbybanks
and financial institutions as
loans to farmers, Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies
(PACS), Farmer Producers
Organisations (FPOs), Self Help
Groups (SHG) and others for
building “community farming
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‘Abigstep
towards
self-reliance’

■ 7.62x51SniperRifle

■ ShipborneCruise
Missiles, Short-Range
Surface-to-AirMissiles

■ LightCombatAircraft
(LCA)MKIAandLight
CombatHelicopter

■ FixedWingMiniUAVs

■WheeledArmoured
FightingVehicle

■ LightMachineGun
andAssaultRifle7.62x
39mm

SOMEONBAN LIST

10 killed in fire in hotel
turned into Covid care
centre in Vijayawada

NDRFpersonnelatSwarna
PalacehotelonSunday. PTI

AFGHANISTANTO
RELEASE TALIBAN
PRISONERS, PAVING
WAYFORTALKS
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SOMYALAKHANI
NEWDELHI, AUGUST9

ACALL fromFacebook’s Ireland
headquartersSaturdaynighthad
three DCPs in Delhi and
Mumbai, and apolice inspector
and his wife, on their toes and
their phones till early Sunday
morning — before they finally
managed to pull a 25-year-old
man inMumbai back from the
brinkof suicide.
On Saturday evening, the

man started putting up several
‘Facebook Live’ videos of him
wanting to attempt suicide. At
7.51pm,DCP (CyberCell-Delhi)
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Ireland to Delhi
to Mumbai: Call
from Facebook
foils suicide bid

11OFPAKMIGRANT
FAMILYDEAD,SUICIDE
ABETMENTCASEFILED
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INSIDE

‘Can’tmake transfers to
households inCovid
becausewe haven’t had
an open debate on fisc’
VIRALACHARYA
FORMERDEPUTYGOVERNOR, RBI
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BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR,AUGUST9

SEVERAL BJP leaders in Jammu
and Kashmir resigned in panic
onSunday,hoursaftersuspected
militantsshotatandcriticallyin-
juredaleaderofthepartyincen-
tralKashmir’sBudgamdistrict.
The attack on Abdul Hamid

Najar,Budgamdistrictpresident
of theBJP’sOBCMorcha,wasthe
third on a leader of the party in
the Valley over the past week.
Theearlierattacks,too,hadbeen
followed by resignations from
BJP leaders.
AlsoonSunday,amanclaim-

ingtobeamilitantsaidinanau-
dio message that they have
killed a Territorial Army soldier
who went missing from his
homeinShopiansevendaysago.

“We are still verifying it (the
audio message),” Shopian
Superintendent of Police Amrit
PalSinghtoldTheIndianExpress.
Police and the Army have been
searchingforthemissingsoldier,
ShakirManzoorWagay.
Najar was shot at while he

wasonamorningwalknearthe
railway station in Budgam. He
wastakentoShriMaharajaHari
Singh Hospital in Srinagar for
treatment.
On August 6,militants shot

deadaBJPsarpanch,SajadAhmad
Khanday,atVessuinQazigundin
southKashmir’s Kulgamdistrict.
A day previously, another BJP
sarpanch, Arif Ahmad, hadbeen
shotatandinjuredatQazigund's
Akhranvillage.
Earlier on July 8, militants

had killed a senior BJP leader,
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Another BJP man shot
at in J&K; militant claims
TA soldier killed, buried

New Delhi



THESECONDPAGE2 WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,MONDAY,AUGUST10,2020

Defence imports
The government alsowants

to cut its large defence import
bill. India has for years been
amongtheworld'stopthreeim-
portersofdefenceequipment.
“The embargo on imports is

planned tobeprogressively im-
plemented between 2020 and
2024. Our aim is to apprise the
Indian defence industry of the
anticipatedrequirementsof the
armed forces so that they are
better prepared to realise the
goal of indigenisation,”Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said
whileannouncingthepolicy.
TheDefenceMinistry, Singh

said, is “ready for a big push to
Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative”,
andwill “introduce import em-
bargo on 101 items beyond the
giventimelinetoboostindigeni-
sationofdefenceproduction”.
“Taking cue” from Prime

MinisterNarendraModi’s “clar-
ion call for a self-reliant India”,
the DefenceMinistry has pre-
paredalistof itemstobeembar-
goed from import over thenext
fouryears, Singhsaid. It is a “big
steptowardsself-relianceinde-
fence”,hesaid.
The “five pillars” of Modi’s

self-reliant India are “economy,
infrastructure, system, demog-
raphy,anddemand”,Singhsaid.
Sources in theMinistry said

orders for items in the list, in-
cludingthoselikelytobesought
by the three services over the
next5-7yearswillbegivenonly
to domestic players. In cases
wheresomecontentisimported,
Indian vendorswill be encour-
aged to increase the indigenous
content progressively, the
sourcessaid.
Singh said the decision had

been taken after consulting all
stakeholders. “The listwas pre-
pared by theMoD after several
roundsof consultationswithall
stakeholders, including the
armedforces,publicandprivate
industrytoassesscurrentandfu-
turecapabilitiesof Indianindus-
try for manufacturing various
ammunition and equipment
within India,”hesaid.
The stakeholderswhowere

consulted before the list was
drawnup include theArmy, Air
Force, Navy, Defence Research
andDevelopmentOrganisation
(DRDO), Defence Public Sector
Undertakings (DPSUs),
Ordnance Factory Board (OFB)
andprivate industry.
Thelisthasbeenpreparedby

the Department of Military
Affairs(DMA)headedbyChiefof
Defence Staff Gen Bipin Rawat.
Thenegative imports list “offers
agreatopportunitytotheIndian
defenceindustrytorisetotheoc-
casiontomanufacturetheitems

inthenegativelistbyusingtheir
own design and development
capabilitiesoradoptingthetech-
nologies designed and devel-
oped by DRDO tomeet the re-
quirements of the armed forces
in the coming years”, the
DefenceMinistrysaidinastate-
ment.
TheMinister said that “al-

most260schemesofsuchitems
werecontractedbythetri-serv-
icesatanapproximatecostofRs
3.5 lakh crore between April
2015andAugust2020”, andthe
government has estimated that
“contracts worth almost Rs 4
lakh crorewill be placed upon
thedomesticindustrywithinthe
nextsix tosevenyears”.
Of these, “items worth al-

most Rs 1,30,000 crore each are
anticipatedfortheArmyandthe
Air Forcewhile itemsworth al-
mostRs1,40,000croreareantic-
ipatedbytheNavyoverthesame
period”,hesaid.
The 101 items in the list re-

leasedonSunday“comprisesnot
just simple parts but also some
high technology weapon sys-
tems like artillery guns, assault
rifles, corvettes, sonar systems,
transport aircraft, light combat
helicopters (LCHs), radars, and
many other items to fulfill the
needs of our defence services”,
thegovernmentsaid. It includes
“wheeledarmouredfightingve-

hicles(AFVs)withindicativeim-
portembargodateofDecember
2021, of which the Army is ex-
pectedtocontractalmost200at
an approximate cost of over Rs
5,000crore”.
FortheNavy,thegovernment

is “likely to place demands for
submarineswith indicative im-
portembargodateofDecember
2021,ofwhichitexpectstocon-
tractaboutsixatanapproximate
costof almostRs42,000crore”.
For the Air Force, “it is de-

cided to enlist the light combat
aircraftMK1Awithanindicative
embargo date of December
2020, of which 123 are antici-
pated at an approximate cost of
overRs85,000crore”.
The government has bifur-

catedtheDefenceMinistry’scap-
ital procurement budget for
2020-21betweendomesticand
foreign capital procurement –
somethingthatSitharamanhad
mentionedinMay.
“Aseparatebudgetheadhas

been createdwith an outlay of
nearly Rs 52,000 crore for do-
mestic capital procurement in
the current financial year,” the
governmentsaid.
Former finance minister P

Chidambaramsaid“theDefence
Minister promised a ‘bang’ on a
Sundaymorningandendedwith
a ‘whimper’.”
“Import Embargo is high

soundingjargon.Whatitmeans
iswewill try tomake the same
equipment (thatwe import to-
day) in2 to4yearsandstop im-
portsthereafter!”Chidambaram
postedonTwitter.
“The only importer of de-

fence equipment is theDefence
Ministry.Anyimportembargois
really an embargo on oneself.
What theDefenceMinister said
inhishistoricSundayannounce-
ment deserved only an Office
Order from theMinister to his
Secretaries!”

Defence industry
Singh’sannouncementofanega-
tive import list of 101 defence
items as amajor step towards
‘self-reliant India’ is in linewith
this thinking. The list is in some
ways a throwback to the licence
permitrajofthepre-liberalisation
era,butstrongfeedbackfromin-
dustryhasforcedthegovernment
to intervene intheverycomplex
defenceindustrialsector.
Themajorcomplaintfromthe

domestic defence industrywas
the absence of a commitment
fromthearmedforcesonprocur-
ingadefenceitemdevelopedand
producedinIndia.Byputtingcer-
tainitemsontheembargolistand
creating a separate budget head
fordomesticcapitalprocurement,
thegovernmenthassentasignal
toindigenousindustry.
Asthislisthasbeenproduced

bythedefenceservices,theyhave
become an equally important
stakeholderinthisscheme.If the
serviceshandholdtheindustry,as
promised,theindigenousdefence
producerswillhavenoexcuseleft
tonotbeabletostepupquickly.
However,majorchallengesre-

main. The promise of contracts
worth almost Rs 4 lakh crore to
the domestic industry over the
next 5-7 years does appear im-
pressive–butsowasthefigureof
Rs3.5 lakhcrore forprojectsun-
dertheMakeinIndiascheme,all
ofwhichgotstuckinthepipeline.
Thenegativelistof101items

hasbeenchosencarefullybythe
services,andatleastathirdofthe
items – including corvettes and
frigates for theNavy andmulti-
barrel rocket launchers for the
Army – are already being pro-
duced in India. The announce-
ment, while committing to the
purchaseoftheseitemsfromin-
digenous vendors only, did not
includeanynewdevelopmentor
additionofproductioncapacity.
Someitemslikethe7.62X39

mmassault rifle –which is the
AK-203 rifle, to be produced by
theOrdnance Factory Board in
AmethiwithRussian collabora-
tion–arestuckoverpricingissues.
Some other items in the list

are under development by do-
mestic industry,andarenotpro-
ducedbyanyothercountry.These
include the Light Combat
Helicopterandthelighttransport
aircraft–andanyIndiandemand
for thesewill automatically be
metdomestically.
The items in the list are of

proven technologies, anddonot
involve any critical or cutting-
edge technology for anext-gen-
erationweapon systemorplat-
form.TheBrahMoscruisemissile,
mentioned in the list, is jointly
producedwithRussia, andhas a
significantshareofcriticalRussian
components. That is true of the
majorityofitemsthatareassem-
bledinIndiabythedefencePSUs,
rather thanbeingproduced en-
tirelyinIndia.
Even this commitment from

thegovernmentwillnotaddress
twootherfearsoftheindustry:an
assuranceof enoughorders that
wouldmake a production line
economical, and the strength of
the commitment should an in-
digenously produced item cost
morethananimportedone.
Againsteachof the101items

ismentionedayearwhenimport
embargowouldkickin,leadingto
apprehensionsthatdemandswill
be placedwith foreign vendors
until then, leaving very little for
domesticproducers.Butthismay
also provide domestic players
time to build capability and ca-
pacitytoproducetheitems.
Thebiggest challenge for the

governmentandthearmedforces
willbetokeepthiscommitment
to domestic producers in the
event of anoperational require-
ment. As tensions remain high
between India and China in
Ladakh, itmay be instructive to
rememberthattheagendaofself-
reliancewasoriginallysetjustbe-
fore the1962Warby Jawaharlal
Nehru’s defenceminister, V K
KrishnaMenon.

Vijayawada fire
Hesaidprivatehospitalswere

takingadvantageofpeople’sfear
ofthecoronavirusandtheirreluc-
tancetotaketreatmentatgovern-
menthospitalsbychargingexor-
bitant fees in the nameof good
treatment at private hotels. “It
seemsRameshHospital failedto
checkwhetherthishotelwassafe
and whether it had taken fire
safetymeasures.Thetenpatients
whowerealreadyhavingbreath-
ing problems asphyxiated to
death due thick fumes that en-
gulfedthefirstandsecondfloors
of thehotel,’’hesaid.
RameshHospital had taken

the five-storeyhotel on lease to
lodgeCovid-19patients. Thepa-
tientshad takenapackageof Rs
5,000 per day including three
meals,hotbeveragesandsnacks,
until theyweredischarged,apart
fromtreatmentandothercharges.
Fireofficialssaidtheyreceived

a call at 5.15amand the firewas
brought under control 25min-
uteslater.Officialssaidthatprima
facieitappearsthatashort-circuit
inanair-conditioningunitcaused
thefireinthehotelreceptionarea
andquicklyspreadtothesecond
floor. By the time fire and rescue
officials reached thehotel,many
patientsontheupperfloorswere
screaming fromwindows to be
rescued.Officialssaidthestaircase
wasonfirewhentheyreached.
Chief Minister Y S Jagan

MohanReddyannouncedexgra-
tiaofRs50lakhstothekinof the
deceased.Healsoorderedan in-
depthprobeintotheaccidentand
directedauthorities totakesteps
toensurebettermedicalservices
tothevictimsof theaccident.
PrimeMinisterNarendraMo-

dicondoledthelossofthelivesin
the firemishapandspoke toCM
JaganMohanReddyoverphone
andenquiredabouttheaccident.
An FIR was lodged at

Governorpet Police Station
against the hotelmanagement
andRameshHospitalownersby
theMandal RevenueOfficer of
VijayawadaCentral. In the com-
plaintMROP Jaya Sri stated that
both thehotel andhospital staff

knewabout electrical defects in
airconditioningunitsandwiring
andinspiteofthedangeritposed,
didnotbothertoconductrepairs
asitinvolvedalotofexpenditure.
“The fire occurreddue to a short
circuitandthehotelandhospital
managementsareresponsiblefor
it,”shestatedinhercomplaint.A
case has been registered under
section304(II),308readwith34
IPC.

Agri infra fund
assets”and“post-harvestagricul-
tureinfrastructure”.
“These assets will enable

farmers to get greater value for
theirproduceastheywillbeable
to store and sell at higherprices,
reducewastage,andincreasepro-
cessingandvalueaddition,” said
anofficialstatement.
“Today,only30daysafter(the)

Cabinet formally approved the
scheme,thefirstsanctionofover
Rs1,000crorewasmade toover
2,280farmersocieties,”thestate-
mentsaid.
Launching the scheme, the

PMsaid, “Itwill help in creating
better storage andmodern cold
storage chains in villages. The
schemewill also create employ-
mentopportunitiesinvillages.”
Sayingwastage of post-har-

vest produce "hurts the farmer
andcausesalotofdamagetothe
country”,thePM,referringtothe
recent amendments to the
Essential CommoditiesAct, said,
“To dealwith this, legal hurdles
are being removedononehand
andfarmersarebeinggivendirect
helpontheother.”
HesaidtheEssentialCommo-

ditiesActwasareasonwhygood
warehousescouldnotbebuilt in
villagesandagro-basedindustries
couldnotgetencouragement.
“Today, the Agriculture

Infrastructure Fund has been
launched so that farmerswill be
abletocreatemodernfacilitiesfor
storage in their villages,”he said,
adding that farmerswill get a 3
per cent interest rebate on loans
providedunderthisscheme.
The PM interacted virtually

withmembers of three agricul-
ture credit societies from
Karnataka, Gujarat andMadhya
Pradesh,statesthatareamongthe
initialbeneficiariesof theagri in-
frafundscheme.
“Atthesameevent,thePrime

Ministeralsoreleasedthesixthin-
staslment under the PM-KISAN
scheme of Rs 17,000 crore to
nearly8.5crorefarmers,”saidthe
officialstatement.

Suicide bid
AnyeshRoyreceivedthecallfrom
Ireland. “Itwas fromaFacebook
officialwhosaidtheyhadidenti-
fiedsuicidalactivityonanaccount
belongingtoaDelhiresident.The
official shared IP logs, the
Facebookaccount,videostheuser
hasposted,andaphonenumber
registeredwith the account.We
immediatelystartedtrackingthe
number...in such cases, time is
crucial,”saidRoy.
The number was traced to

Mandawali,anEastDelhilocality,
andRoy approachedDCP (East)
JasmeetSingh.“TheStationHouse
Officer of MadhuVihar nearby
rushedacrosstotheaddressand
foundawomanwhohadnoclue
aboutthevideos.Shesaidtheac-
countwasregisteredinhernum-
ber, butwas being used by her
husband who had left for
Mumbai twoweeks ago after a
fightwith her. She didn’t know
where he was staying in
Mumbai,”saidSingh.
By 9.30 pm,Dr RashmiKar-

andikar,DCP(Cyber)inMumbai,
hadbeenapprisedaboutthecase
byRoy. “Theman’swife gaveus
hisnumber,andIkeptcallingbut
either itwas switched off or he
wouldn’ttakethecalls...Ihadone
teamtrying to trace thenumber
and find his location, and
InspectorPramodKhopikarfrom
myunit calling themanandhis
wifecontinuously,”shesaid.
Khopikarsayshewasathome

havingdinnerwhenhereceiveda
callfromhisDCP.Afterseveralun-

successful calls to theman, he
askedthewifeto“leavehimemo-
tionalvoicenotes,photosoftheir
child, and to informhimas soon
assheseesa‘bluetick’.”
“Around11.30pm,shesaidhe

had seen hermessages. Then I
askedhertocallhim,andguided
her onhowto addmeona con-
ference call. It didn’t work, so I
calledhimandaddedher to the
conversation,whileateamtraced
his location. Forover anhour, he
cried and arguedwith hiswife
and I listened.Hekept sayinghe
wanted to end his life and had
triedtwicealready. Inthemean-
time, we found his location in
Bhayandar, and asked the local
policetorush,”saidKhopikar.
“Hewasstressedaboutmoney

ashissalaryhadgonedowncon-
siderably since the Covid out-
break;hewas also very anxious
aboutgetting thevirus. The trick
wastokeephimengaged,andtell
himthatheislovedandcaredfor
byhiswife, andall of us inDelhi
andMumbaiPolice,”hesaid.
WhenKhopikarfelthiswords

weren’tworking, hegothis own
wifeonthecalltocounselthecou-
ple. “She toldhimhowsheand I
fightbutarestilltogether.Hesaid
he fearedhemight get thevirus,
somywife lied tohimandsaid I
had already got it and survived.
Whenhesaidhewasfacingfinan-
cialtrouble,ItoldhimIhaveacar
registeredwithOla and he can
drivethat.ItoldhimthatMumbai
Police is alwayswith him, and
asked his wife to come to
Mumbai,”saidKhopikar.
By 3 am, Bhayandar Police

personnel reached the 25-year-
old and counselled him. “Itwas
onlywhen Iwas convinced that
hewasdoingokay that I cut the
call. On Sundaymorning, at 10
am,Icalledagaintocheckonhim.
He'sdoingbetterandthankedus
profusely.Butstill,Iwillkeepatab
onhim,”saidKhopikar.

BJP man shot at
SheikhWaseemBari, alongwith
his father and brother—both of
whomwereBJPworkers aswell
—inBandipore.
Later onSunday, at least four

BJPleaders–generalsecretaryof
theparty’s BandiporeunitAvtar
Krishan, district president of
Budgam Imran Ahmad Parray,
constituency president Wali
MohammadBhat, andBudgam
district office secretary Sameer
Ahmad Shah – issuedwritten
statementsannouncingtheirres-
ignationfromtheBJP.
InShopian,thepurportedmil-

itant said in the audio that the
bodyof theTerritorial Armysol-
dier,Wagay, hadbeenburied in
ordertopreventthespreadofthe
novelcoronavirus.
“We have brought him

(Wagay) toanend,” themilitant,
who called himself Abu Talha,
said.“Wecanunderstandthepain
of his parents and other family
members but becauseof coron-
avirus,wecouldn’thandoverhis
bodytothefamilysothatacrowd
doesn’tassembleathisfuneral.”
The refusal to return the sol-

dier'sbodyappears toberetalia-
tionagainstthegovernment'sde-
cision sinceMarch to not hand
overthebodiesofmilitantskilled
in encounters, and insteadbury
theminunmarkedgraves.
Policehavearguedthatgiving

thebodies tothemilitants’ fami-
lieswouldattract largenumbers
of people to funerals, and could
leadtothespreadofCovid-19.
“Exactly inthewaytheArmy

clandestinelyburiesourmartyred
mujahideen,wehave ourselves
performedhis(Wagay’s)lastrites
andhaven’thandedoverhisbody
tothefamily,”themilitantsaidin
theaudiomessage.
The24-year-old soldier,who

was posted at the Territorial
Army'sBalporacamp,haddisap-
peared soon after leaving his
home inHarmain in Shopianon
August2.Thecarinwhichhewas
travellingwas found burnt and
abandonedatNehamavillage in
Kulgam some16 kmaway that
sameevening.
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AnalyzingtheAir India
aircraft crashat
Kozhikode
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

In today’sepisode,we’re lookingathow
localshelpedfollowingFriday’scrash,
whatweknowabout theaccidentand
whatcouldhavebeendonetoprevent it.
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PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
CHENNAI, AUGUST9

DMKMPKanimozhi on Sunday
saidaCISFofficialaskedherifshe
was an Indian as she could not
speakHindi,promptingthepara-
military force toorderan inquiry
intotheincidentassertingthatitis
nottheirpolicytoinsistuponany
particularlanguage.
Kanimozhi, Lok Sabha MP

fromThoothukudi, thanked the
CISF for an immediate response
andtheirassuranceofaction.
AccordingtoDMKsources,the

incidenttookplacewhentheMP
reachedChennai aiport to board
a flight toDelhi onSundayafter-
noon.“TodayattheairportaCISF
officeraskedmeif‘IamanIndian’
when I askedher to speak tome
in Tamil or English as I did not
knowHindi,”Kanimozhitweeted
aftertheincident.“Iwouldliketo
knowfromwhenbeing Indian is
equaltoknowingHindi,”shesaid
in another tweetwith thehash-
tag“hindiimposition”.
TheCISF sought details from

her soonafter. It later said it has
“orderedanEnquiryintothemat-
ter.ItisnotthepolicyofCISFtoin-
sistuponanyparticularlanguage.”

CISF official asked
if I was Indian as I
didn’t know Hindi,
says Kanimozhi

New Delhi
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AHEADOF Independence Day,
kite sellers in the capital are
strugglingtokeepbusinessalive.
With some selling kites with
bannedChinesemanjha, sellers
havebeentryingtoprotecttheir
business from police and find
customers during the partial
lockdownperiod.
On Friday, Delhi Police con-

ducted raids in more than 10
shops in Chand Mohalla and
bookedfivekitesellersforselling
Chinesemanjha (made of nylon
andplastic)andBareillykaman-
jha(coatedwithglassormetal).
Followingastringofaccidents

in the capital, theDelhi govern-
mentmoved anotification ban-
ning Chinese and Bareilly ka
manjhain2017.Lastyear,sixpeo-
ple,includingtwominors,diedin
road accidents caused by stray
manjha.Thestringsgetentangled
aroundaperson’sneckandcause
severeinjuries.
Policesaidtheoffenderswere

booked under section 5 of the
EnvironmentProtectionAct.The
punishmentisuptofiveyearsof
prisonand/or a fineof Rs1 lakh.
AseniorofficerinShahdarasaid,
“Wereceivedinformationabout
thekitesellersandsentateamto
raidChandMohalla,abigmarket
in Shahdara. The offenders said
theydidn’tknowabouttheman-
jha ban. We have registered a
caseagainstthemandwillprobe
thematter.”
PradeepBarman, PETA India

AdvocacyAssociate, said, “More
than900birdsdiedlastyeardue
tomanjha.Thekitestringismade
of cotton but the glass coating
one is dangerous... Despite the
ban,peoplekeepsellingthem.”
Meanwhile, kite sellers said

they are struggling to sustain

their business. Ashwini Rajput
(31) has been selling kites for a
decadebutthisyear,hehasbeen
able to sell only 5-10kites a day
nearLalKuanmarket.
“Mostof therawmaterialfor

the kites comes from UP and
Haryana. Due to the lockdown,
factories were shut and police
didn’tallowtransportof thema-
terial. Now, we have opened a
smallstallnearLalKuanbecause
we can’t afford the rent for a
shop. I remember sellingmore
than 500 kites a day last year.
Now people don’t come out of
their homes, why would they
buy kites?” he said. Rajput said
heandhisfamilyonlymakekites
anddon’t sellmanjha.
Vivek Kumar (27), who

opened a stall near Sadar Bazar,
said, “There are many Covid
casesnear themarketandmost
shops haven’t opened. I took
money frommy father to open
the stall. I make kites withmy
elder brother. This year, I have
onlybeenable to sell 30%of the
kites. We wear gloves and a
mask, and clean our stall after
everyhour.Iwanttosellkitesbut
people are scared. They look at
the kites but don’t buy them. I
might have to throw hundreds
ofkitesbecauseofthissituation.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST9

CHIEF MINISTER Arvind
Kejriwal Sunday inaugurated a
600-bed government hospital
in South Delhi’s Ambedkar
Nagar,with200bedsdedicated
for Covid patients. He said the
hospital would be helpful for
residents of the locality and
nearby constituencies as there
was no big hospital in the area
until now.
Approvedin2013,thehospi-

talhasbeenbuiltonabudgetof
aroundRs125crore. It has a ca-
pacityof600beds,ofwhich200
Covidbedshavebeenmadeop-
erational so farandtheremain-
ing, along with an ICU, are ex-
pectedtobemadereadyforuse
in amonth.
“Oxygen is available on all

200beds,as it is theprimaryre-
quirementintreatmentofCovid
patients.Thecoronasituationin
Delhi isunder control toagreat
extent. All the parameters are
good— the recovery rate is im-
proving, thepositivity ratioand
deathratearedecreasing.There
are fewer patients who require
hospitalisation,”Kejriwal said.
“I pray to god that the 200

beds in this hospital are not
needed in the future, but we
havetobefullyprepared…If the
(Covid) situation goes out of
controlagain, theDelhigovern-

ment is fully prepared to deal
with it,” he said.
TheCMwasjoinedbyHealth

Minister Satyendar Jain and
AAP’s Ambedkar Nagar MLA
Ajay Dutt at the inauguration.
Healso inspected thehospital’s
flu clinic, visited a ward and
spoke todoctors.
The hospital was initially

meant to be a 262-bed facility,
which was later expanded fol-
lowing an announcement by
Jain inMarch2015.Hehadthen
saidthata lotof thespaceinthe
hospital was not utilised prop-
erlyandthenodwasgiventoex-
pand it.
Kejriwal said the hospital in

AmbedkarNagarwasscheduled
to start a fewmonths later, but
wasinauguratedonSundaydue
to the efforts of engineers and
doctors:“Wehaveincreasedthe
capacity of beds in Delhi, and
the construction of the new
Ambedkar hospital is a step in
the samedirection.”
Last month, the Delhi gov-

ernment had inaugurated a
700-bed hospital in Northwest
Delhi’s Burari, which has 450
beds dedicated for Covid pa-
tients. It was commissioned by
the Congress government as a
200-bedfacility,whichwaslater
increased when the AAP came
topower in2015.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST9

DELHI’S HEALTH Minister
Satyendar Jain Sunday attrib-
uted the recent uptick in Covid
cases in Delhi to people from
neighbouring states getting
tested in the capital, which he
saidwas also behind bed occu-
pancy at hospitals remaining
over3,000.
On Sunday, theDelhi health

bulletinlogged1,300freshCovid
cases, taking the number of ac-
tive cases to 10,729. The city
recorded 1,225 recoveries from
the infection,whichclaimed13
more lives, taking the toll to
4,111.
“Wehaveobserved that bed

occupancy has remained static
forsometimenow.Atonepoint,
about100bedsweregettingva-
cant daily. Upon analysing, we
foundthatoutofall thepatients
admitted to the hospitals on
Saturday, 97 were from other
states and 224 fromDelhi. This
has been the trend and that is
why hospital occupancy is not
reducing,” Jain said.
According to the corona

dashboard maintained by the
Delhigovernment,of the13,517

bedsforCovidpatientsinDelhi’s
government and private hospi-
tals, 3,083 are occupied. The
break-up shows that 399 out of
1,217 ventilator-equipped beds
areoccupiedand309of952ICU

bedsare full.
Jainalsolinkedtherecentrise

indaily case count topeople “in
large numbers from outside
Delhi, likeGhaziabad,Noidaand
Faridabad,getting testedhere”.

“When our teams get in
touchwiththosetestingpositive,
many are found to be residents
of other states,”hesaid.
Delhi recorded over 1,000

casesforthefifthdaystraighton
Sunday.Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday saw1,076, 1,299 and
1,192freshcases,whileSaturday
saw1,404cases.
Asked about the status of

testing, driven largely by the
rapid antigenmethod, Jain said
the governmentwas following
the ICMRprotocol underwhich
only those showing symptoms
and carryingmedical prescrip-
tionscanundergoRT-PCR,which

is a lab-based test considered
more reliable in detecting the
virus. Sunday’s bulletin put the
number of rapid tests at 18,085
andRT-PCRat5,702.
Jain’s statement drew criti-

cism from the BJP, with the
party’s Delhi unit chief Adesh
Gupta saying that it reflects the
mindsetoftherulingAAP’slead-
ership: “Be itmigrant labourers
or people fromoutside, they al-
ways attempt to evade their re-
sponsibilities by passing the
buck onto others. They should
focus on treating and helping
people instead of trying to de-
ceivepeople."

1,300FRESHCASESREPORTEDONSUNDAY
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TOTAL CASES

1,54,427
Total Vacant

HOSPITAL BEDS 13,517 10,430
VENTILATORS 1,216 815

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Aug8 1,404 1,130 16 24,592
Aug9 1,300 1,225 13 23,787
Total 10,729* 1,30,587 4,111 11,92,082

*Total active cases

CORONAVIRUS IN THECAPITAL

IN THE LAST 1ODAYS
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Ambedkar Nagar gets new
hospital, 200 Covid bedsMany fromoutside Delhi getting

tested here: Jain on case uptick

Atatestingcentre inDaryaGanjonSunday.AbhinavSaha

Chinesemanjhawas
bannedinthecapital in
2017.Archive

ChiefMinisterArvindKejriwalwithHealthMinister
Satyendar Jainat the inaugurationonSunday.GajendraYadav

OPD services to be restarted at Hindu Rao

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GURGAON,AUGUST9

A MAN, who has around 20
criminalcasesregisteredagainst
him in Faridabad,was arrested
Friday for theallegedmurderof
a Delhi Jal Board employee two
months ago. The accused, Amit
Kumar,andanotherassociateal-
legedly shot and killed Harish
Kumar, after the latter had ar-
guedwith them over drinking
liquorandmakinganoiseoppo-
sitehishouse,police said.
Police said the incident took

place at 7.15 am on June 20, in
Vijay Nagar. Harishwas return-

inghomeonhismotorcycleafter
buying vegetables, when two
menonascootershothimbefore
fleeing. Inhiscomplaint,thevic-
tim’s brother alleged, “In April,
mybrotherhadafightwiththese
men.Theywerecreatingaruckus
in the house across ours. The
houseownerandtheothershad
threatenedtohim.”
“Amit has around 20 crimi-

nalcasesregisteredagainsthim,
including those of murder, at-
tempt tomurder and theft. He
has been involved in these
crimes for the last eight-nine
yearsandhasalsoservedtimein
prison,” saidACPDharnaYadav,
FaridabadPolice spokesperson.

Police crack down
on manjha, sales
hit for kite sellers
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WITH THENorthMCD’s Hindu
Rao hospital seeing only 52 ad-
missions since itwas converted
into a Covid facility on June 27,
the Outpatient Department

(OPD) facility will be restarted
soon, saidMayor Jai Prakash.As
of now, the hospital’s 50-bed
Covidfacilityhasjust14patients
andhas reported five fatalities.
“Thedecisiontowithdrawits

statusasaCovidfacilityisforthe
Delhi government to take. But
even if theydon’t,weare think-

ingofseparatingtheCovidward
fromtherestof thehospitaland
resume functioning after hold-
ing ameeting next week,” said
Prakash.
A senior doctor said there is

no reason why OPD facilities
should not be resumed: “There
arejust14patientsnow,because

of which we are not allowing
hundreds to come for consulta-
tion.” The doctor said only in
casesofemergencies, life-saving
treatment isbeingprovided.
Hindu Rao hospital, the

biggest under the MCD, has a
staff of 600 doctors, 350 nurses
and300alliedworkers.

Man arrested for killing
DJB employee in Faridabad

Girl hospitalised
after sexual
assault, 1 held
New Delhi: A 16-year-old girl
was hospitalised after she was
allegedly sexually assaulted by
amaninhishouseinNorthwest
Delhi. Thegirl has sustained in-
juries to her lower abdomen.
Theaccusedwasarrestedbypo-
liceonFriday.Policesaidtheac-
cusedwas known to the victim
as they live in the same locality.
Vijayanta Arya, DCP

(Northwest), said, “The girl sus-
tained injuries to her private
parts but she’s stable now.We
arrested the accused on Friday
from the same area and have
booked him under the POCSO
Act.”ENS
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THEDOORSTEPdeliveryofpub-
lic services inDelhihas run into
roughweather,withVFSGlobal,
theprivate companymanaging
the project, taking cost-cutting
measures, including laying off
mobilesahayaks,citingthe“un-
precedented and unforeseen
circumstances” caused by
Covid-19.
Mobilesahayaksarethelast-

mile agents who respond to
servicerequestsmadebypeople
through the helpline, 1076, for
services ranging from issuance
of castecertificates todriving li-
censesunder theproject.
The services, launched in

September2018,haveremained
suspended sinceMarch 23 due
tocorona.Duringthelaunch,the
sahayakswere lauded as being
the backbone of the ambitious
project.
The Delhi government had

signed a three-year contract
with VFS global, a popular visa
processing firm, in 2018 to run
the project, under which 100
typesofpublicservicesarehome
delivered. The project had re-
ceived widespread praise fol-
lowing its launch.
However, since March, the

company has had to take cost-
cuttingmeasures.Seniorofficials
in the Delhi government also
said ties between the two sides
havebeenstrained.
Revenue Minister Kailash

Gahlot, under whom the serv-
ices come, told The Indian
Express: “The doorstep delivery
ofpublicserviceswasdiscontin-
ued to contain coronavirus. The
services will be restarted very
soon with all the precautions
and protocols.” He added that
“mobile sahayaks are not en-
gageddirectlyby theDelhi gov-
ernment”.
Responding to a detailed

questionnaireonthenumberof

layoffs and scaling downof the
project, VFS Global told The
IndianExpress that inlightof the
pandemic, the doorstep deliv-
eryservicewasfullysuspended
in Delhi onMarch 23, and “we
are awaiting further instruc-
tions from the Delhi govern-
ment”.
“Since this time, we have

had to rationalise operational
costs in linewith reducedproj-
ect demand and capacity and
accordingly, adjust the deploy-
ment of a sectionof themobile
sahayak staff who have been
the backbone of this citizen
service initiative.Wearework-
ingcloselywithourmanpower
partner to ensure this exercise
isdoneinaresponsiblemanner
andinadherencetocontractual
obligations.
“Wearefullycognisantofthe

valuable contributions and ef-
forts of themobile sahayaks to-
wardsthisproject,andinthatre-
gard, stand committed tomeet
with our obligations. We con-

tinue to work closely with the
Delhi government and assess
next stepsonanongoingbasis,”
theVFSGlobal statementsaid.
Neitherthecompanynorthe

Delhigovernmentsharedtheex-
act number of mobile sahayaks
whohavebeen letgo.
Officials also confirmed that

VFS Global has pulled out of a
contractwithMatrixProcessing
House,whichwassupplyingthe
mobile sahayaks, who are usu-
ally youngmen paid around Rs
15,000permonth.
VFS Global had told The

IndianExpressonSeptember22,
2018thattherewere300mobile
sahayaks employedwith them
at the time.
The Delhi government’s last

official statement on the serv-
ices, dated December 13, 2019,
said 120mobile sahayaks, 110
call centreexecutives, 11 super-
visors,35dealingassistantsand
25 coordinators were working
under thescheme.
While themobile sahayaks

are engaged by VFS Global, the
call centre staffers aremanaged
by the Delhi government.
Officials confirmed that many
sahayakswere laid off even be-
fore thepandemic struck.
As much as Rs18 crore was

allotted for the scheme in the
budget annual for 2019-20. The
amountwas later revised to Rs
10crore.
Pressedforaresponseonthe

exact number of people let go,
VFS Global said in a separate
statementthat“reorganisingthe
workforcewascarriedouttothe
extentofappropriatelyrational-
ising the operations keeping in
viewtheunprecedentedandun-
foreseencircumstances”.
TheDelhigovernmenthadin

December 2019 said that since
its launch, 2.89 lakh service re-
quests were received and 2.64
lakhwere disposed of. The top
service requests pertain to is-
suance of OBC certificate (21%),
SC certificate (19%) and income
certificate (17%).
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THREE YEARS ago, Sweety
Sehrawat (28) quit her job as a
design engineer to fulfill her fa-
ther's dream of seeing her be-
come an IAS officer. Her father,
DelhiPoliceheadconstableDale
RamSehrawat,diedinaroadac-
cident in2013.
OnTuesday,Sweetychecked

herphonemultiple times tosee
if she had cleared the UPSC
exam.Her family satbesideher,
trying to calm her downwhile
simultaneously checking their
phones to see if the result was
out.
Later thatafternoon,Sweety

found that she had secured All
India Rank 187 in the civil serv-
icesexam.HermotherKamlesh
andbrotherHarishcouldn'tcon-
tain theirexcitementandcalled
their relatives, neighbours and
friends tospread thenews.
"It wasn't easy because the

subjectswerenew; I haddiffer-
ent subjects in school and col-
lege. I was studying at an insti-
tute in Rajender Nagar but that

didn't help. After my first at-
tempt in 2018, I quit coaching
andstudiedhumanities,geogra-
phy and world history on my
own. Last year, Iwasn't nervous
becauseIknewIwouldclearthe
exam. It was only on Tuesday
that I was nervous because
everyonewas asking about the
results," said Sweety, who used
to work as an engineer at NXP
Semiconductors inDelhi.
The family said they also re-

ceivedcallsfromDelhiPoliceof-
ficials, congratulating Sweety.
Commissioner of Police S N
Shrivastava, when Sweety's re-
sult was brought to his notice,
said in a tweet that her father

wouldhavebeenveryproudand
thatthedepartmentwillcontact
herandcongratulateher.
The family, which lives in

Rohini, said Dale Ram (51) was
onhiswaytoworkwhentheac-
cident tookplace.He joined the
DelhiPolice in1989.
Harish, a sub-inspectorwith

the CISF posted postedwith the
DelhiMetro,said:"Myfatherin-
spired us to work hard, he
wanted us to become IAS or IPS
officers.Wewantedtomakehim
proudbuthedied inaroadacci-
dent.Itwasadifficulttimeforour
family since hewas the bread-
winner."Harishhadcomehome
lastweektomeethis family.
Aftertheirfather'sdeath,the

siblings startedworking to sup-
port the family. While Harish
joined the CISF in 2014, Sweety
completed her graduation and
started working too. "She was
preparing for the civil services
but couldn't concentrate onher
studies because of the job.We
thought that she wouldn't be
abletotaketheexam…butonce
she started earning well and
saved somemoney, she left the
job," saidHarish.

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI, AUGUST9

FIVEMONTHS into the current
academic year, students in 714
schools under the North Delhi
MunicipalCorporationareyetto
get textbooks, it is learnt. This,
coupled with several children
notbeingtoattendonlineclasses
as their parents don't have
smartphones, is impactingtheir
education.
The 3.5 lakh students at

North MCD schools, in classes
I-V, largely come from poor
families.

Director of the press and in-
formation department, North
MCD, Ira Singal said though the
process to purchase bookswas
done inMarch, it was later in-
formed that the price of books
had increased and the budget
had to be approved again. The
file,meanwhile,remainedstuck
amid the lockdown. “We have
initiated the process now and
students will get the books
soon,” shesaid.
Leader of opposition in the

NorthMCD,AamAadmiParty’s
Vikas Goel, claimed the agenda
has not been passed in the
standing committee nor has a

workorderbeenissued:“Atthis
rate, it will take two-three
monthsbeforestudentsgettheir
books.”
Singhal,however,saidthefile

has been sent for anticipatory
approval: “The minute we get
the approval, we will start
pickupanddelivery.”
The South and East MCDs,

meanwhile, have procured and
either finished the distribution
of books or are in theprocess of
doingso.
A senior official of the South

Municipal Corporation said the
books were purchased by the
schoolsinMarch-Aprilandwere

distributed as and when stu-
dents and teachers came to col-
lect them.“However,manypar-
ents have left the city or didnot
collectduetothelockdown.But
the process has begun again,”
said theofficial.
East MCD spokesperson

Arun Kumar said books have
been procured and distributed
throughparentsorchildrenwho
came to the schools when the
lockdownwas lifted.
The EDMC has 365 schools

with around 1.75 lakh children
while the South body has 581
schools with around 2.5 lakh
children.
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TRAFFICDISRUPTIONSandwa-
terlogging is expected in the
capital onMonday as the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has forecast one or two
spells of intense rainfall over
Delhi-NCR.
It is forecast that the inten-

sityof rainfallwillpickupinthe
early hours of Monday, and
parts of Delhi and NCR towns
can expect an intense spell of
40-50mm rain in a short dura-
tion,andthere’salsoapossibil-
ity of heavy showers of over
65mmat some locations.
Kuldeep Srivastava, head of

the IMD’s regional weather
forecastingcentre inDelhi, said
the city began witnessing a
change in the rainfall pattern
Sundayonwards,which is fore-
casttocontinueuntilmid-week
with the shifting of the mon-
soon trough, or the line of low
pressure, to the north of the
country.
"During this period, mois-

ture-laden south westerly

windsfromtheArabianSeaand
easterly winds from the Bay of
Bengal will reach Haryana,
Delhi-NCR and western Uttar
Pradesh. A cyclonic circulation
will also form and persist over
MadhyaPradeshandadjoining
areas of UP," he said.
“Under the influence of this

activity, moderate rain accom-
paniedwithoneortwospellsof
intense rain would occur over
DelhibetweenAugust9and12.

Thunderstorms and isolated
heavy rainmay also occur over
NCR during this period,”
Srivastava added.
The IMD's impact-based

forecast states thatonMonday,
traffic disruption on roads and
water accumulation in low ly-
ing areas is expected in Delhi-
NCR.
As of Sunday, the IMD's

Safdarjung observatory, which
is representative of the city, re-

ceived 1mm of rain between
8.30am and 5.30pm. At the
Ridge observatory, 7mm of
rainfall was recorded as of
5.30pm.
Forotherstates innorthwest

India,heavyrainfall isexpected
between August 10 and 12 at
isolatedlocationsineasternand
western UP, east Rajasthan,
Haryana, northern parts of
Punjab, Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THE AAM Aadmi Party has
startedstrengthening itsorgani-
sation at theMCD level by ap-
pointing in-chargesdownto the
ward level, the party's Delhi in-
chargeGopalRaisaidSunday.
The AAP had lost the 2017

municipal polls, when it had
madetheelectoralplungedinthe
municipal level. The next round
of civic polls are scheduled tobe
heldin2022.
The party has beenworking

onrestructuringtheorganisation
over the last week, Rai said,
adding that the appointments
will be completedbyAugust 20.
Workerswhowereactiveduring
the2020Assemblypollsandthe

Covid-19pandemicreliefandaid
workarebeinggivenpreference,
hesaid.
"On Sunday, AAP has ap-

pointed Lok Sabha in-charges,
district in-charges, district com-
munication in-charges and
Assemblyobservers at all the70
assembly constituencies. In the
second phase, in-charges for all
the 70 assembly constituencies
willbeappointedandinthethird
phase,wewillappointin-charges
atall the272wards,"Raisaid.
"Inthisrestructuringprocess,

wearegivingprioritytothelead-
erswhohaveworkedhard dur-
ing the 2020 Delhi Assembly
Election and also in the difficult
timeof Covid-19pandemic. The
restructuringprocess ishappen-
ing from the top to the booth
level,"headded.

MINISTERSAYSWILLRESTARTSOON

Doorstepdelivery scheme
halted, somestaff lose jobs

Amobilesahayak.Theservicewas launchedinSeptember2018. Ithasbeensuspendedsince
March23duetothecoronavirussituation.Archive

SweetySehrawat

‘All efforts to
check virus
spread in jail’

Delhi-NCRcanexpectupto40-50mmrain inashort
duration, IMDofficials said.GajendraYadav

GopalRaiwithnewofficebearers.Hesaidtheappointments
willbecompletedbyAugust20

NewDelhi:Despite several pre-
cautionary measures, coron-
avirusmanagedto“enterthejail
but the...administration is put-
ting their best efforts and have
adopted a multi-pronged ap-
proach to fight it and to prevent
itsspread”,DG(Prisons)Sandeep
Goel told a High-Powered
Committee (HPC) headed by
Delhi High Court judge Justice
Hima Kohli. Goel also told the
HPC that as on July 30, a total of
61prisoninmatesand165prison
staff tested positive for coron-
avirus. The committeewas also
told that the jail administration
has procured four oxygen con-
centration machines, out of
whichtwohavebeeninstalledin
the jailhospital atTiharandone
each atMandoli and Rohini jail
complexes.DG(Prisons)also in-
formed theChair that theyhave
startedtheRapidAntigenTesting
facility at Tihar Jail hospital and
Mandoli Jail hospital. The HPC,
which tookstockof theongoing
processofdecongestingprisons,
wasinformedthatatotalof4,439
inmates have been released so
far,ofwhich3,211areundertrial
prisoners.ENS
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DELHI POLICE have registered a
case of sedition against un-
known persons after a resident
ofNortheastDelhi’sKhajuriKhas
claimedtohavereceivedaVoice
overInternetProtocol(VoIP)call,
with the caller allegedly trying
to incite communal tension.
Accordingtopolice,thecom-

plainant,ChanderMohan,made
a PCR call on Saturday evening
and claimed that some people
were trying tocreate tensionby
talkingabouttheconstructionof
Ram Mandir in Ayodhya and
calling for a disruption of
IndependenceDaycelebrations
atRedFort.
“Local police rushed to the

spotandtheSpecialCellwasalso
ropedin.Onthebasisofhiscom-
plaint, an FIR under IPC section
124-A (sedition) and 120-B
(criminalconspiracy)wasregis-
tered at Special Cell police sta-
tion,” a seniorpolice said.
During investigation, police

found that similar calls were
madewithnumbersoriginating
fromAustraliaandDubai. In the
calls,aman’spre-recordedmes-
sage is heard, in which he al-
legedly tries to create tension
and targets the Independence
Daycelebration.
“We have examined all

recordedmessages coming to
people through VoIP calls and
foundthat thevoice issimilar in
all calls,” an officer said, adding
that they are also probing if the
callshaveany links to the ISI.
Meanwhile, security has

beenbeefedupinallvulnerable
areas,especiallythosewithahis-
toryof communalviolence.The
RedForthasalsobeenputunder
anunprecedentedground-to-air
securitycover. “Thesecurityau-
dit of all local residents, includ-
ingtenants,hasbeencompleted
inOldDelhi,” theofficer said.

Eye on civic body
polls, AAP begins
restructuring effort

Ahead of
I-Day, cops
track calls
meant to
stir tension

THEWEEKAHEAD

Day Forecast
Mon Moderaterain
Tue Moderaterain
Wed Moderaterain
Thu Lightrain
Fri Thundershowers
Sat Thundershowers

Delhi-NCR will see heavy rain today,
traffic snarls, waterlogging expected

The3.5 lakhstudentsatNorthMCDschools, inclasses I-V,
largelycomefrompoor families. Archive

Close to half the academic year gone but students
across 714 North MCD schools have no textbooks

DU begins process to
smoothen e-learning
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST9

THE DELHI University has
launched an integrated online
education programme to unify
onlineteaching-learningacross
all colleges and departments.
The programme is seen as
preparation for beginning the
nextsemester intheonline for-
mat.
Since the lockdown, Delhi

University has asked colleges
and departments to conduct
online classes.
However, this was con-

ducted with limited success,
with The Indian Express report-
ing that students have com-
plainedof irregularclasses, lack
of internet and device access,
and lack of online studymate-
rials in the Hindi medium and
for visually impaired students,
amongother problems.
This week, DU launched a

“OneDU flagship programme”
with the stated aim to “aug-
mentandstreamlineonlineed-
ucation by facilitating e-learn-
ing support through the Delhi
UniversityComputerCentreby
creating an integrated online
platform and networking re-
sources and facilities for useby
all the university departments,
centres,collegesandotheraffil-

iatedbodies…”
Apart from“integratingand

unifying”onlineteachingactiv-
ities on one platform, a stated
aimof theprogrammeisalsoto
facilitate support structures to
augment online education and
generateanddisseminatee-re-
sources.
However, move has drawn

criticism.
“We believe that most cru-

cial isthedevelopmentof thein-
frastructural facilities. In the
case of online classes, this in-
cludes theavailabilityof equip-
ment and stable Internet con-
nection, the availability of
printed resources where inter-
netis inaccessible,etc. Intheab-
sence of such infrastructure fa-
cilities available to all, students
fromsocially and economically
backwardsectionswillbeatthe
disadvantaged point. Thus, in-
troduction of any such techno-
logical innovation without
properpreparationsaddressing
thedigital divide is bound tobe
discriminatory…TheUniversity
mustpresentbeforethestudent
community the exact data re-
garding accessibility of laptops,
Internetorotherprovisions;and
followitupwithconcretereme-
dial measures, before moving
aheadwithanysuchplan,”read
a statement by the SFI’s DU
chapter.

Manheldfor
uprooting
ATMs
NewDelhi:A27-year-old
manwas arrested for al-
legedly uprooting ATMs
acrossDelhi-NCR,atSouth
Delhi after a brief ex-
changeof firewithpolice.
PolicesaidArshadKhanis
part of an interstate gang
of robbers and had al-
legedlyuprootedanATM
from Southwest Delhi’s
RajokrionAugust5.

Policeraid
club,43held
NewDelhi:Policeraideda
clubinPaschimViharand
arrested43peopleforal-
legedly not observing
lockdownnormsbyserv-
ingalcoholandhookahin
thepremisesandnotob-
servingsocialdistancing.
Theaccusedwerebooked
under the Excise Act and
laterreleased,policesaid.

Ghaziabad
Policehears
copwoes
Noida: A grievance ses-
sion was held for
GhaziabadPoliceofficers
by the SSP on Sunday.
Police said over 250 is-
sueswereresolved,while
200complaintsarebeing
looked into.ENS

‘NEPtobe
implementedin
MCDschools’
NewDelhi:DelhiBJPchief
AdeshGuptasaidSunday
thepartyunitplanstoim-
plementprovisionsofthe
neweducationpolicyNEP
on primary education in
schools run by the BJP-
ruledcivicbodiesandthat
consultations to formu-
late a curriculum for the
samehavebegun.PTI

BRIEFLY

Late policeman’s daughter
cracks IAS, fulfills his dream

New Delhi
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

A POSITIVE MOVE
LOKSABHASpeakerOmBirlaistryingtoensuretheParliament
Building ismorewomen-friendly. The Lok Sabha secretariat
recentlyinformedthatthreeautomaticsanitarypaddispens-
ingmachines have been installed in the Parliament House
Complex.Theserviceisonpaymentbasis.Apparently,thiswas
a longstanding demand of thewomen staff working in the
complex.Recently, thesecretariatalsoagreedto theMPs’de-
mandonmakingkadha,aherbaldrinkconsideredtobeanim-
munitybooster,availableintherailwaycateringoutletsinthe
building inthewakeof theCovid-19outbreak.

ISOLATION TIME
AFTERSADMPNareshGujral,whoattendedthemeetingofthe
StandingCommitteeofPersonnel,PublicGrievances,Lawand
Justice lastweek, testedpositive forCovid-19, theRajyaSabha
secretariathasadvisedothermemberswhoattendedthemeet-
ing to take precautions and isolate themselves. Themeeting
was conducted in adherence to social distancing norms and
membersworemasks. Elevenmembers, including its chair-
manandseniorBJPleaderBhupenderYadavandformerUnion
MinisterShivPratapShukla,attendedthemeeting.

ON THE AGENDA
THEMEETINGof theParliamentary StandingCommitteeon
InformationTechnologyonTuesdaycouldbeinteresting.On
theagendaisabriefingbytheMinistryofCommunicationson
suspension of telecom services and Internet and its impact
andIndia’spreparednessfor5Grollout. It is learntthatchair-
manShashiTharoormayseekclarificationsfromtheministry
about the Internet shutdown in Kashmir. The BJPmembers
hadobjectedtodiscussingthisatthelastmeetingtoo.The5G
rollouttooisasensitivetopicastherearereportsthat India is
goingtoexcludeChinesecompanieslikeHuaweiandZTE.The
panel couldseekviewsof theministryon this too.

LJPpresidentCHIRAGPASWAN
speaks toDIPANKARGHOSE&
HARIKISHANSHARMAonwhy
the Bihar elections should be
postponed, why he thinks the
Nitish Kumar government has
not tackled Covid-19 well and
the need for a Common
Minimum Programme in the
nextgovt. Excerpts

Whyareyousuggesting
delayingtheelections? Is
therefeedbackfromthe
ground?
Attheendof theday, it is the

ElectionCommissionthathasto
take the decision. Having said
that, it is the responsibility of
everypoliticalpartyaswell, be-
causewe are in touchwith the
masses, to give the correct pic-
ture to theEC.Which iswhywe
gave inwriting that we cannot
putalargepopulationindanger.
After the code of conduct is in
force… there is election cam-
paigning,nukkadsabhas,rallies.
It is beyondmy understanding
howthiscanhappenwithsocial
distancing. Every public repre-
sentativewantstomeetasmany
people as possible. If in that ef-
fort, they do a rally with no so-
cial distancing and there is one
mistake,thenyouwillbeputting
abigpopulation indanger...

Haveyoudiscussedthiswith
yourallies?
Yes, I have discussed this

with BJP national president J P
Nadda. I told him very clearly
that Bihar is not prepared for
elections rightnow.

Whatdidhesaytoyou?JD(U)
hassaidtheyarefor
elections,andhavesaidthe
oppositionisrunningaway
Nobody is shyingaway from

elections. Let me say this very
clearly that Lok Janshakti Party
is 100 per cent prepared on all

243 seats. But yes, we have our
concerns...

Doyoubelievethe ideaof
virtualcampaigning
disadvantagessomeparties
overothers?
It isnotaboutadisadvantage

toaparty. It is adisadvantage to
a huge section of society that is
economically backward. If you
gotoavillageinBihar,howmany
peoplehavesmartphones?How
many people have internet ac-
cessorunderstandtechnology?

Lakhsofmigrantshave
walkedhome,Covid
numbersarerising, thereare
floodstodealwith.Howhas
thegovernmenttackledthis
crisis inthe last fivemonths?
Could have been much,

much, much better. On floods,
we see the same pictures every
year. ThepresentChiefMinister
has an experience of 15 years,
and has been seeing this for fif-
teenyears.Whathaschanged?I
have repeatedly written about
the linking of rivers that we
should bring. I can predict that
this timenextyear, itwill beex-

actly the same. On Covid-19,
testing is next to nothing, there
wereterriblereportsfromquar-
antinecentres...

Whatwouldyouhavedone
differently?Wouldyouhave
broughtbackreturning
migrantswithmore
immediacy?
To begin with, on migrant

labour, I had said very strongly
that you have to bring them
back. They are people from our
state.Youcannotseethemwalk-
ing anddyingon the street. Our
Chief Minister constantly said
that because of the lockdown
they are not giving us permis-
sion. But at the same time, UP
CMYogi Adityanathwas send-
ing buses. Why did our Chief
Minister leave people on the
streets to die? When he had
taken oath fifteen years ago, he
hadsaidthathisdreamwasthat
withinfourmonths,everyBihari
migrant should come back.
Fifteenyears later, thiswasthen
agoldenopportunity.

Allof this thatyouaresaying
soundsmore likean
oppositionleader,andless
likeanally.What isyour
readingofyouralliancewith
the JDUandtheBJP?
I have always been saying

BiharfirstBihariFirst...TheysayI
amquestioningmyowngovern-
ment. First things first, Ihaveno
governmentinBihar....TheLJPis
not a part of the government in
Bihar.Wehavenoministerinthe
government.Tilltherewas,Ihad
a platform tomakemy sugges-
tionsreachthecabinet.Sinceour
minister fought the Lok Sabha
elections and becameMP, we
have nominister. Yes I support
theBihargovernmentbecause I
haveanalliancewith theBJP.At
the Centre, I am supporting
them.Butyouhaveshutallwin-
dows. You do not answer the

phone.Youdon’treplytoletters.
I amonlygivingsuggestions....

Howlonghas
communicationbeenshut
withtheChiefMinister?
SinceIstartedthisBiharfirst,

Bihari first yatra. I started in
October, November last year.
Since then, I havenot spoken to
him. On the Sushant Singh
Rajputmatter, for the first time
after so long I spoke to him for
tenminutes. But that was only
onSushant.

SocanweseeanewCMface
inBihar?
Honestly, I amnot lookingat

whobecomesChiefMinister.My
concern is that whatever gov-
ernment is formed next, if an
NDA government is made, or a
government ismadewhere the
LJP ispartof it, thenthereneeds
to be a Common Minimum
Programme.Thisisthetradition
of every coalition government.
Thistimeithasn’thappenedbe-
cause overnight the Chief
Minister left Mahagatbandhan
and joined NDA. The agenda is
the one of the
Mahagathbandhanthatisoper-
ating. That is a reason toworry
forme. If work is happening on
‘saat nischay’, then whose
agendaisthat?Anagendamade
byCongress, JDUandRJD.Iwant
myownagenda…EvenonCAA-
NRC, whatever the Centre pro-
posed,he(NitishKumar)passed
a resolution against that in
VidhanSabha.Tomorrow,inan-
other government if I am ig-
nored, or no agenda of mine is
included,whywouldIbepartof
thatgovernment?

SoaCommonMinimum
Programmebeforethepolls?
Of course before polls, who

hasseenpost-polls.
FULLINTERVIEWON

www.indianexpress.com

‘Whoever forms govt in Bihar,
commonminimumplanmust’

WITH

CHIRAGPASWAN
LJPPRESIDENT

THE EXPRESS
INTERVIEW

BJPpresident JPNadda(left)at theevent inNewDelhiwhere
PrimeMinisterNarendraModiwasaddressingpartyworkers
inAndaman&NicobarIslandsonSunday.PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST9

FORAnewIndia todevelop, the
entire nation needs to progress
and the government's work
mustreach everyperson,Prime
Minister Narendra Modi told
partyworkers in Andaman and
NicobarIslandsontheeveof the
launchofhigh-speedbroadband
connectivity in the islands.
“For the development of a

newIndia,theentirenationneeds
toprogress.Thegovernmentmay
functionfromaspecificpoint,but
itswork should reach every one
andmoreimportantly,totheper-
son at the endof the row,”Modi
saidwhile interactingwith BJP
workersontheislandsviavideo-
conferencing.
He said high-speed broad-

band internet connectivity —
scheduled to be launched
Monday — will help the resi-
dents to connect with other
partsof thecountry.
“Everyone will be able to

avail the benefits of all kinds of
online services amid the pan-
demic. Andaman and Nicobar
Islandswillnowfacenoproblem

in connecting virtually to the
world,”hesaid.
ThePrimeMinister issched-

uled to inaugurate the subma-
rine Optical Fibre Cable (OFC),
connecting Chennai and Port
Blair, onMonday, via videocon-
ferencing. The cable will also
connect Port Blair to Swaraj
Dweep (formerly named
Havelock Island), Little
Andaman,CarNicobar,Kamorta,
Great Nicobar, Long Island, and
Rangat.Thefoundationstonefor
the projectwas laid byModi on
December30,2018inPortBlair.
“India is fortunate that we

havevarious things indifferent
areas to be developed. In
Andaman&Nicobar,wearego-
ingtolayanemphasisonindus-
tries relatedtoseafood,organic
products & coconut-based
products,” said the Prime
Minister during the virtual in-
teraction, also attended by BJP
chief J PNadda.
Addressingworkers, Nadda

outlined the steps taken by the
Modi-led NDA government in
thecountry’sfightagainstCovid-
19.Healsooutlinedabouttheac-
tivitiesofBJPworkersacrossthe
country.

PM: For new India,
govt’s work must
reach everyone

JIMMYLEIVON
IMPHAL,AUGUST9

THEMANIPURAssembly is go-
ing tovoteona trustmotionon
Mondaytodecidethefateof the
coalition government led by
theBJP.
Manipur Chief Minister N

BirenSinghmovedthetrustmo-
tiononFridayinthewakeofano-
confidence motion by the
OppositionCongress.
A highly placed source said

theChiefMinisterhadconvened
ameetingofall legislatorsof the
ruling coalition to discuss the
strategy for Monday. The
Speaker,however,didnotattend
themeeting,addedthesource.
TheCongressmovedtheno-

confidencemotiononJuly28 af-
terthestategovernmentdidnot
act on theOpposition’s demand
tohandovertotheCBI thehigh-
profile drug seizure case involv-
ing former BJP leader
LukhoseiZou.
The Congress chief whip K

Govindashasissuedawhiptoits
legislators, asking them to vote
against the trustmotionmoved
bytheChiefMinisterwithoutfail.
Disciplinaryactionwillbeini-

tiated under Para 2(1) of the
Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution if anymember of
the party violates the directive
and abstains from voting, says
thewhip.
TheBJPChiefWhipandmin-

ister ThBishwajit Singhhas also
issuedawhiptopartylegislators
toattendthesessionandvote in
favourof thetrustmotion.
The60-memberHousenow

hasastrengthof53,includingthe
SpeakerYKhemchand,afterfour
memberswere disqualified un-
der the anti-defection law and
three BJP MLAs resigned. The
Congress has 24MLAs and the
rulingcoalitionhas29members,
includingtheSpeaker,18BJPleg-
islators, four MLAs each from
NPP and NPF, one each from
Trinamool Congress and Lok
Janshakti Party and an
IndependentMLA.

Trust vote in Manipur
Assembly today

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST9

ON AUGUST 10 last year, the
CongressWorking Committee
(CWC) appointed Sonia Gandhi
interim president of the party,
“pendingtheelectionofaregular
presidentby theAICC”, afterher
son Rahul stepped down from
thetoppost.
A year later, the grand old

partyisyettofinda“regular”pres-
ident. At an official briefing on
Sunday, Congress spokesperson
Abhishek Singhvi said Sonia’s
“tenure” is expiringMondayand
atthesametime,addedthatitdid
notmean the seat automatically
fallsvacantthatsameday.“Sonia
Gandhiisthepresident…shewill
continuetillsuchtimeasaproper
procedureis implementedandit

will be implemented in the not
toodistantfuture,”Singhvisaid.
Sources said Rahul’smuch-

speculated return to the helm
willdependontheconveningof
anAllIndiaCongressCommittee
(AICC) session. Those close to
Rahul say only an AICC plenary
sessioncanre-electhimsincehe
hadsteppeddown.Conveningan
AICCsessionnowisnotpossible
duetoCovid-19, sourcessaid.
Inotherwords,itmeansSonia

will continue as party chief for
somemoretime,althoughseveral
party leaders now feel theparty
should end theuncertainty over
itsleadershipattheearliest.While
some leaders speculated that a
CWCmeetingwillnowhavetobe
convened to extendher tenure,
the party believed theCWChad
notmentionedany specific time
framewhenitaskedSoniatotake

overasinterimpresidentlastyear.
Inthatcontext,Singhvi'sstate-

mentevokedsurprise.Earlier,PTI
quoted Lok Sabha MP Shashi
Tharoor saying “it’s unfair to ex-
pecther(Sonia)carrythisburden
indefinitely”,andarguedthatthe
party should arrest the growing
publicperception,fuelledbyadis-
missivemedia, thattheCongress
isadriftandrudderless.
At the briefing, Singhvi said

“there is no point giving simple
views”.
“Just likenatureabhorsavac-

uum,politicalpartiescannotfunc-
tioninavacuum.Itistruethatthe
tenure isexpiring tomorrow,but
thereisalaiddownprocedure...if
anybody is suggesting that the
Congresswillbecomeheadlesson
thestrokeofmidnighton10thof
AugustIthinkyouhavetoonlyask
yourself, is itpossible...”

Year on, Cong yet to get regular
president; Sonia remains at helm

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,AUGUST9

IN HER attempt to outdo the
Samajwadi Party (SP) andwoo
the Brahmin community, BSP
chief Mayawati said Sunday if
votedtopower,herpartywould
build hospitals and other infra-
structure named after Lord
Parshuram and a statue of his
grander than the one promised
bytheSP.
“When the BSP comes to

power, modern hospitals and
communitycentreswillbecon-
structed especially in the name
of Parshuram— considered the
symbolandprideoftheBrahmin
community— aswell asan icon
of other religions and castes,”
Mayawati said inastatement.
Claiming that the Brahmins

had reposed their trust in BSP,
she said, “Our government,
keeping aspirations of the
Brahmin community in mind,
will construct a statue of
Parshuramgranderthantheone
promisedby theSP.”
She also said if people from

theKshatriya andVaishya com-
munity expressed their desire,
their sentimentswould also be
kept inmindand fulfilled.
A few days ago, the SP had

announcedthat itwouldbuilda
108-foot statue of Parshuram,
and since then, both the parties
have been attacking each other
for neglecting Brahmin icons

and leaders. With a four-cor-
neredcontestontheanvil inthe
polls, all major parties are jock-
eying to bag the lion’s share of
Brahminvotes.
Oppositionparties, including

Congress, have derided the BJP
governmentforallegedlytarget-
ingBrahmins in thewakeof the
“encounter” of gangster Vikas
Dubey, a Brahmin. Citing the
case of Dubey, Mayawati went
on to accuse the state govern-
mentof doublespeak.”
Responding to her, SP

spokesperson Rajendra
Chaudhary said, “Some of our
leaders, under the banner of
Bhagwan Parshuram Chetna
Peeth, expressed their desire to
buildastatueofParshuram,and
the party approves it as it is a
matter of faith, not a
competition.”

‘Will build grander Parshuram
statue than the one SP promised’

Mayawati

New Delhi
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Office of the Director
Ground Water Department, U.P.,

A-2/39, Vishal Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, India
Phone No. 0522-2302804

Website: www.upgwd.gov.in, Email: upgwd.in@gmail.com
IBRD Loan No. 8725-IN

National Hydrology Project
National Competitive Bidding

No.- 17(P) /GWD/WBP/NHP (Rejuvenation of Piezo.-II), Lucknow: Dated: August 05 , 2020
Rejuvenation and Reconstruction of Existing Piezometers

1. The Director, Ground Water Department, U.P. on behalf of Government of Uttar Pradesh, invites bids
from eligible and qualified bidders through Two-Envelop Bidding Process with e-Procurement, for work
mentioned in the following table:-

2. It is compulsory for bidder to have all eligibility as given in bid document and interested bidder will
submit their rate for above services through e-tender.

3. Eligible, interested bidders may see and download the bid document from 14-08-2020 at 11:00 hours
to 14-09-2020 at 17:00 hours from website https://etender.up.nic.in. Fee as mentioned in Column-
4 of above table in form of Demand Draft, on any scheduled / Nationalized Bank, payable at Lucknow
and Bid Security as mentioned in Column-3 of above table, in the form of, as mentioned in the bidding
document, in favour of Director, Ground Water Department, Uttar Pradesh, payable at Lucknow, should
be submitted at the above address on or before 15-09-2020 upto 15:00 hours and scanned copy of
it, must be uploaded with e-tender also.

4. Detailed Bid Document can be downloaded from website https://etender.up.nic.in and
www.upgwd.gov.in

Note:- In case of any difference in Hindi and English version, terms and conditions mentioned in English
version would prevail.

Sr.
No.

Name of Work Bid Security
in (Rs.)

Cost of
document

(Rs.)

Last Date
and Time of
Submission

of Bid

Date and
Time of

Opening of
Bid

Period of
Completion

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 Rejuvenation and
Reconstruction of Existing
Piezometers

8,00,000.00
(Rs. Eight
Lac only)

5000.00
+ 18% GST
= 5900.00

15-09-2020,
15:00 Hrs

15-09-2020,
15:30 Hrs.

18 Months
including Monsoon

Season

UPID-154144 Dt. 05.08.2020
www.upgov.nic.in

Sd/-
Director,

Ground Water Department, U.P

Tender documents will be available at the office of the Assistant Personnel Officer, BRIT, Vashi
Complex, behind APMC Fruit Market, near Govt. Ware House, Turbhe, Navi Mumbai-400703, and can
be purchased on any working day between 10.00 hrs. To 15.00 hrs. (excluding Sundays, Mondays and public
holidays) from 11.08.2020 to 22.08.2020 on payment of Rs.1000+G.S.T@18% (Total rupees One thousand
one hundred eighty only) per set in cash (non-refundable) against written application and on production of (a)
Bank solvency certificate of minimum value Rs.22.80 Lakhs (b) Latest income tax clearance certificate
(Last3years), (c)List with evidence of similar works (Maintenance and housekeeping related to buildings
and laboratories) in hand and completed in last seven years indicating agency for whom the work has been
carried out, Value of work, stipulated and actual completion period, Present status. (The cost of work 40% of
3 similar works, 60%of 2 similar works or 80% of 1 similar work) (d) Performance Completion certificates,
(e) List of Technical staff and administrative staff available (f) Annual Turnover during last five years
(g) Proof of GST registration and (h) PAN Card.

After examining these documents, blank tender forms shall be issued only to the firm prima facie found
competent to carry out the tender job. Sale of tender/ opening of tender do not imply acceptance/ approval.
Tenders will not be sent by post. The tenders will be issued only after the verification of certificates with the
originals.

Tenders duly filled in should be placed in sealed cover, prescribed with the name of work, should be
deposited in the box provided at Security counter, Vashi Complex, behind APMC Fruit Market, near Govt.
Ware House, Turbhe, Navi Mumbai- 400703, up to 14.00 hrs. On or before 25.08.2020 and will be opened
by Senior Manager (Engineering Support), BRIT, in his office at 15.00hrs. On 25.08.2020 in the presence of
such contractors who desires to attend.

Acceptance of tenders will rest with the Chief Executive, BRIT, Vashi Complex. Who does not bind
himself to accept the lowest or any other offer and reserves to him the right to reject any or the entire offer
received without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Offers which do not fulfill all or any of the above conditions and incomplete in any respect are liable to
be summarily rejected.

For further details regarding eligibility of contractors, conditions please visit www.britatom.gov.in

Senior Manager (Engineering Support)
For and on behalf of The President Of India

Government of India
Department of Atomic Energy,
Board of Radiation and Isotope Technology,

Engineering Support

TENDER NOTICE NO. BRIT/ES/2020-2021/01
Vashi Complex, Navi Mumbai 400703

Date : August 10, 2020
Chief Executive, BRIT, Vashi Complex, behind APMC Fruit Market, near Govt. Ware House, Turbhe,

Navi Mumbai 400703, for and on behalf of The President Of India hereby invites sealed tenders from eligible
contractors on the approved list of Central/State PWD, MES, Railway and others for the following work.
Description: Annual Contract-Maintenance and housekeeping jobs of various Plants Buildings

along with terrace cleaning, drain cleaning & sweeping of Roads at Vashi Complex,
Navi Mumbai, Medical Cyclotron Facility, Parel and at Project House, Anushakti
Nagar for the year 2020-2021.

Estimated cost: Rs.57,00,000 (Including18%GST)
Earnest money: Rs.1,14,000.00 (This deposit should be either in the form of Demand Draft order

deposit at call Receipt issued in favour of Pay & Accounts Officer, BRIT)
Completion Period: Twelve Months (One Year).
Security Deposit: 5% Performance Guarantee + 2.5% Security Deposit

M/s V3S Infratech Pvt. Ltd. is pleased to
inform that the “V3S East Centre
“Commercial Complex” at Plot no. 12, Laxmi
Nagar Distt. Centre, Vikas Marg, New Delhi”
has been accorded with Environmental
Clearance vide Ref. No. F. No. 21-8/2020-

thIA-III Dated 9 March, 2020 from Ministry of
Environment & Forests, Govt. of India. The
copies of the clearance letters are available
with the Ministry of Environment & Forests
and can also be seen on their website
www.envfor.nic.in

PUBLIC NOTICE

M/s V3S Infratech Pvt. Ltd.

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI, AUGUST9

AN ASSISTANT professor from
Silchar’s AssamUniversity has
been booked for hurting reli-
gious sentiments by allegedly
putting up a derogatory
Facebook post about Ram, offi-
cials saidonSunday.
The commentswere posted

byAnindyaSenonAugust5—on
thedayofthebhoomipujancer-
emony for the Ram temple in
Ayodhya—and a case was filed
on August 8 after a complaint
from one Rohit Chanda, whose
Facebook profile describes him
asanABVPmember. Inhiscom-
plaint, Chanda alleged that Sen
made derogatory remarks on
Ram and “continuously posts

such abusive posts defaming
Hindu dharma and also abuses
constitutional posts like Prime
Minister andHomeMinister of
thecountry”.
It is learnt that the case has

beenfiledunderIPCsections294
(obsceneacts), 295A (outraging
religious feelings) and
501(defamatorymatter).
“Yes, a case has been regis-

teredovertheFBpost.Thecom-
plaint is about the post hurting
religioussentiments.Wewill in-
vestigate thematter,”CacharSP
B L Meena told The Indian
Express.
However, Sen said he never

intendedtoinsultanyHindugod
orgoddess.“TheRamayanaisan
epic.Ithasmanyversions.Atdif-
ferentpoints,Ramhasbeencrit-
icised. I am not the first one to
point out the criticism. It has
beendonebeforeaswell,” the
assistantprofessor said.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
GUWAHATI, AUGUST9

A42-YEAR-OLDmanaccusedof
raping a minor girl in
Meghalaya’s South Garo Hills
district was thrashed to death,
police saidonSunday.
HarunSheikhwasaccusedof

raping the eight-year-old in the
intervening night of August 7
and8.
P Pandey, SP of South Garo

Hills district, told The Indian
Expressthatthevictim'smother
informedherhusbandof theal-
legedrapeandhe, in turn, gath-
ered at least four others and
thrashedSheikh.
“Hewas injured and police

took him to the nearest PHC as
soon as possible. But he died,”
Pandeysaid."Acasehasbeenreg-
isteredandinvestigationison.We
have arrested four persons and
another isunderinvestigation.”

Office of the Superintending Engineer,
Bulandshahr Circle, P.W.D., Bulandshahr

No. 5972/96M(4)-BSR CIRCLE/2020 Dated.-29.07.2020
Short Term E-Procurement Tender Notice

1. The Superintending Engineer, Bulandshahar Circle, U.P. P.W.D Bulandshahar invites on behalf of Governor of
Uttar Pradesh online percentage rate composite on two bid system from eligible registered contractors with
UPPWD in Class A Category for building works registered contractor in any Central and State Department or
government/semi government undertaking for building works. The detailed document is available on UP
Government e-tender http://etender.up.nic.in And UPPWD website http://www.uppwd.gov.in

2.

3. The Bid can only be submitted after deposition of Cost bid document & EMD (Refundable) money through net
banking on the tender portal site http://etender.up.nic.in Through the available getaway and uploading of other
document as specified in this bid document.

4. All registered contractors have to upload Turnover certified by C.A. of last 5 year and details of maximum cost
work satisfactorily completed in last 5 years on Charakya Software before Submission of tender. Details of E-
Tender uploaded on http://etender.up.nic.in shall also be uploaded on UP PWD Charakya Software before last
date and time of submission of Tender.

5. Period for downloading tender document 10:00 am hrs. on date 11.08.2020 to 12:00 PM on date 18.08.2020.
6. Last date of submission of bid 12:00 PM on date 18.08.2020
7. Opening of technical bid 3:30 hrs. dated 18.08.2020
8. The date of time of opening of financial bid to the qualified bidders shall be intimated by email and the list of

qualified of bidders shall be upload on the tender portal.
9. Details and conditions/rules related to bid available on http://etender.up.nic.in

Sl.
No

Name of Work & Location Estimated cost
(Excluding GST

(Rs.in Lac)

Earnest
Money
(Rs. in
Lacs)

Stipulated
period of

completion

Last Date &
time of

Submission
of online bid

Time & Date
of Opending
of Technical

bid
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 Construction of Barrack (200

Person Capacity) in 47th
Vahini PAC, Govindpuram at

District Ghaziabad U.P.

948.00 19.00 24 Month 18.08.2020
(12.00 PM)

18.08.2020
(03:30 PM)

Sd/-
(Maneesh Verma)

Executive Engineer
C.D.-2, PWD, Ghaziabad

Sd/-
(Ajay Shankar Singh)

Superintending Engineer
Bulandshahar Circle, P.W.D., Bulandshahr

UPID-NO.154124
DATE 29.7.2020

WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN

EXPRESSNEWSERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST9

SENIORCONGRESS leaderRahul
Gandhi onSunday said thedraft
Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) 2020notifica-
tion,whichhasbeenplacedbythe
government forpublic feedback,
is “disgraceful” and “dangerous”
and has the potential to undo
hard-fought gainswonover the
years in the battle to protect the
environment.
“TheEIA2020draft isadisas-

ter. It seekstosilencethevoiceof
communitieswhowillbedirectly
impactedby the environmental
degradationitunleashes,”Gandhi
said.“Notonlydoesithavethepo-
tential to reverse many of the
hard-foughtgainsthathavebeen
wonovertheyearsinthebattleto
protectourenvironment,itcould
potentially unleashwidespread
environmental destruction and
mayhemacrossIndia,”hesaid.
JairamRamesh, the head of

the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Science and
Technology,Environment,Forests
andClimate Change, continued
hiscriticismof thedraft.Pointing
out that the Environment
ProtectionActof1986cameabout
after the Bhopal gas tragedy, he
said that thedraft EIAwill undo
many key provisions of the
EPA,1986. “Hence it’s not only
dangerous but blatantly illegal.
Subordinate legislation cannot
rewritethemotherlaw,”hesaid.
Gandhi questioned the ex-

emptionsproposedinthedraft.
“According to our ‘Swachh

Bharat’propagatinggovernment,
iflabelled‘strategic’,highlypollut-
ingindustriessuchascoalmining
andothermineralminingwillno
longer require Environmental
ImpactAssessment.Neitherwill
highwaysorrailwaylinespassing
throughdense forests andother
ecosensitiveareas,thatwillresult
in themassive hacking downof
trees... ,”hesaid.

Assam: Asst prof booked
for Facebook post on Ram

VIJAYAWADAFIRE

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,AUGUST9

SABBITHIABRAHAM,47,apastor
atachurchinJaggaiahpeta,tested
negativeforCovid-19onSaturday,
but decided to stay on at the
Swarna Palace Hotel that had
been turned into aCovid facility.
Abrahamwassharingroomnum-
ber 201-1 with his wife Raja
Kumari,45, and decided to stay
backtillhertestresultcamein.
Thecouplewereamongthe10

peoplekilledinafireatthehotel-
turned-CovidfacilityonSunday.
Abrahamand hiswifewere

from Jaggaiahpeta, 80 km from
Vijayawada.Theytestedpositive
forCovid-19afortnightbackand
approachedRameshHospital,
which had leased the hotel to
lodge Covid-19 patients.
“Abrahamhadrecoveredandaf-
ter his result camenegative on
Saturday,hewastoldthathecan
gohomebuthedecidedtostay
back as hiswife had not been
discharged,’’ a Revenue
Departmentofficialsaid.
PastorKJohnBabuofBethel

Ministries, Jaggaiahpeta, was
very close to Pastor Abraham.
“Theyhavetwoyoungchildren
aged12and14.Abrahamwasa
very kind- heartedman,” he
said. ReverendBenjamin of St
Thomas CSI Town Church of
Jaggaiahpetasaidhehadknown
Abraham formany years. “He
wasapastoratBethesdachurch.
He is well-known in
Jaggaiahpeta.Hetestednegative
for Covid-19 just a day before.
Wewereexpectinghimtocome

andgiveserviceonSundayandgo
back andpickuphiswife but he
decided to stay back so that his
wifeisnotalone,"hesaid.
DudduVenkataLakshmiDevi,

48,andhersonPavanKumar,20,
fromKandukur inPrakasamdis-
trict,were in roomnumber 208
and 203, respectively. Firemen
found their bodies in a corridor.
Among the other victimswere
MajjiGopi fromMachilipatnam;
Maddali Ramesh from
Vijayawada;PotluriPurnachandra
Rao, 80, of Kodali; Dokku Siva
Brahmaiah, 57, from
Machilipatnam,SBabuRao,68,of
Vijayawada; and Kosaraju
Suvarna Latha, 42, saidMandal
RevenueOfficerPJayaSri.
Thosewhowere rescuedde-

scribed the chaos when fire
spreadandthicksmokefilledthe
rooms.PavanSaiKishan,20,who
was rescued fromthe third floor,

said the smokemadebreathing
verydifficult. “Wewere trapped
inourrooms.Therewasfireonthe
staircaseandIcouldfeeltheheat.
For about 15-20 minutes, we
screamedasoureyeshurtandwe
struggledtobreathe.”
“I brokemy room’swindow

and climbed to a landing from
whereIscreamedforhelp.Many
elderly patients just sat on beds
andprayed,fearingtheworst.”
Health Minister A Krishna

Srinivas said thatmostof thepa-
tientsrescuedwereelderly.“They
areallveryshakenbytheexperi-
encebutarefine.RameshHospital
hasadmittedthem,’’hesaid.
Director of State Disaster

Response and Fire Services K
JayaramNaiksaid,“Thefirealarm
didnotgooff.Idon’tthinktheho-
tel had any safety measures.
Actionwill be taken against the
ownersandmanagement.”

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,AUGUST9

THE TOLL in the hotel fire in
Vijayawada could have been
muchhigherhad the fire station
notbeensocloseandthefirefight-
ersnotriskedtheirlivestorescue
Covid-19patientstrappedinside.
Thefiremenwereinitiallyun-

aware itwas a Covid-19 facility.
Firefighters of Vijayawada Fire
Station,locatedabout1.5kmfrom
thehotel,reachedthespotwithin
fourminutesofgettingacall.
KrishnadistrictFireOfficerM

Sreenivas Reddy said the SOS
cameinat5:09am.“Thefirsten-
gine and firemenwere there at
5:13 am. Theground floor lobby
andaportionofthefirstfloorwere
afire.Theycalledforbackupfrom
nearbystations.Withinminutes,
five engines and 43 personnel
werethere,”Reddysaid.
“By the timewe reached, the

groundfloorlobbywasinaccessi-
ble. After assessing that itwas a
major fire,we sought help from
fire stations at Autonagar, Ajit
SinghNagar andKothapeta.We
startedhosingfromonesideand
putupladderstoreachthehigher
floors.Bythattime,afewpatients
hadclimbedoutofwindowsand
stoodonalanding.Wetiedropes
aroundtheirwaistsforsafetyand
they climbed down,’’ said K
Naresh,FireOfficer,Vijayawada
FireStation.

Nareshsaidasheandhisteam
startedtheoperation,officialsin-
formedhimthatthepeopleinside
wereCovid-19patients.“Wewere
a little concernedbut their lives
were at risk, soweplunged into
the operation.We broke panes
andwent into rooms.Manypa-
tientswereinshock,”Nareshsaid.
Reddy said the fire brokeout

nearastaircase,makingentrydif-
ficult. “Thick smokewas coming
outoftheentranceandtherewas
noother staircase or fire escape.
Firemenwhotriedtogothrough
the smokehad to rushout. After
that,weusedladders.’’
The fire official said nine of

thosewhodiedwereon thesec-
ond floor. “Out of the 10 dead,
sevendieddue to the smoke in-
side their roomsand twodied in
the corridor. Onepersondied of
injuriesonthe first floor.Weres-
cued 23 people, including 21
Covidpatients,’’theofficialsaid.
All 43 firemen who were

partoftherescueoperationhave
beensentto14-dayquarantine.

PoliceofficialsoutsidetheSwarnaPalaceHotel in
VijayawadaonSunday.PTI

Theblazeat thehotel. PTI

Nearby fire station’s swift
response helps save lives

Among victims, recovered pastor
who stayed back to bewithwife

Draft EIA can
undo hard-won
environmental
gains: Rahul
slams Centre

Meghalaya: Man
accused of raping
minor lynched

NewDelhi:ProfESureshKumar,
Vice Chancellor of The English
and Foreign Languages
University (EFLU), Hyderabad,
has been appointed by the
Centre as Member, University
GrantsCommission (UGC)with
immediateeffectfromAugust8.
A gazette notification was re-
leased in this regard. ENS

EFLU V-C
appointed UGC
member

II,,MMAANNOOJJ KUMAR,S/O JAGADISH
S KUMARR/O-À-19/20
DOUBLE-STORYMALKA-
GANJ,DELHI-110007,have
changedmyname toMANOJJ
SKUMAR,for all purpose.

0040544273-1

II,,MMAANNIISSHHKUMAR,S/O
JAGADISHS KUMARR/O-À-
19/20DOUBLE-STORY,MALKA-
GANJDELHI-110007,have
changedmyname toMANISH
SKUMAR,for all purpose.

0040544273-2

II,,GGaarrvviitt Sharma,S/o
PurshottamSharma,R/o-
402,Saraswati-Bhandar
Gandhi-Nagar,Delhi-
110031,inform that nameof
minehasbeenwrittenas
AkashSharma inmyLIC-
PolicyNo.121129251. The
actual nameofmine isGarvit
Sharmawhichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0040544273-3

II,,DDiinnooBondhuRay,S/oSurendra
NathRayR/o-B-131,RamPuri
Surya-Nagar
Ghaziabad,UP,have changed
myname toDinoBandhu
Ray,for all purposes

0040544273-4

PPEERRSSOONNAALL

The Department of Tourism & Civil Aviation,
Himachal Pradesh invites e-Tender from the inter-
ested professional agencies/companies/produc-
tion houses for production of Tourism promotional
advertisement films (TVC’s) and audio-video digi-
tal creative contents for social media campaign for
promotion of Tourism in Himachal Pradesh. The
duration of the advertisement films (TVC’s) will be
60 seconds, 30 seconds and the duration of social
media video’s creative series will be 3 minutes
each which will be further edited to 60 seconds
and 30 seconds to promote various unexplored
tourist destinations of Himachal Pradesh. The
TVC’s and social media videos/creative’s series
should be prepared in such a way that it gives the
viewers a high quality and engaging experience
about Himachal Pradesh. The Tender must be
uploaded online on or before 15.09.2020 till 3.00
PM. The hard copy of the Technical Bid must also
be submitted in the Department along with original
Demand Draft of Earnest money. The document in
Technical Bid should be same as uploaded online.
The Technical Bid of only those bidders will be
opened who have submitted th hard copy also or
before the due date and time along with earnest
money draft. The Technical Bids will be opened on
16.09.2020 at 11.00 AM at the Directorate of
Tourism & Civil Aviation, Block 28, SDA Complex,
Kasumpti, Shimla-9 (H.P) in the presence of bid-
ders or their authorized representatives whosoev-
er present at that time. Financial Bid of only tech-
nically qualified bidders will be opened later on
and the date of opening of financial bid will be
informed separately.

The details and tender document may be down-
loaded from the website: www.hptenders.gov.in.
Conditional, incomplete and tenders without earnest
money will not be entertained. Tenders submitted
after due and time will not be considered.

The Director, Tourism & Civil Aviation, H.P.
reserve the right to accept or reject any or all
the tenders without assigning any reason
thereof.

Department of Tourism & Civil Aviation, Block
No. 28, SDA Complex, Kasumpti, H.P. Shimla-
171009. Ph. 0177-2625924.

2766/HP

Notice Inviting E-Tender for
Production of Promotional

TVC’s and Audio-Video
Digital Contents to Promote
Himachal Pradesh Tourism

New Delhi
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SHYAMLALYADAV
NEWDELHI,AUGUST9

FROMTHECovid-recovereddo-
nating their plasma inUP,Delhi,
Bengaluru,GuwahatiandSuratto
openingsheltersforreturningmi-
grantsinBihar;fromdistributing
food packets inWest Bengal to
providingmasksandsanitisersin
Karnataka;fromdonatingTVsets
for students to access virtual
classesinKeralatoorganisingve-
hicles during the lockdown in
Chhattisgarh—andhelpingcon-
duct the last rites of victims in
Maharashtra.
FortheRSSanditsnationwide

network,theCovidoutbreakand
thelockdownhavebroughtabout

a realignment in strategy --
shakha activities on the ground
are onhold and, instead, the en-
tire machinery has been redi-
rectedtooutreachandreliefwork.
“During the lockdown, 5.07

lakhvolunteers distributedover
4.66 crore food packets and
helpedover44.86lakhmigrantla-
borers. And since the lockdown
ended, we have been helping
labourersgettheirjobsback,”says
ParagAbhyankar,whoheads the
RSS’sSevaVibhag.
Accordingtohim,reliefefforts

werekickstartedbyanappeal is-
suedonApril26,amonthafterthe
lockdownwas imposed, by RSS
chiefMohanBhagwat:“Ourseva
(service)must bewithout bias.
Seva is not anobligationbut our

duty.”
Accordingtotheorganisation,

thevibhag ranover92,000 relief
centres in fivemonths.Theother
measures include:483medicine
distribution centres; donationof
blood by over 60,000workers;
and,distributionofover73.8lakh
rationkits.
Thedecisiontofocusonrelief

measurescameaftertheoutbreak
putallmajoractivitiesofthegroup
on hold. The annual Akhil
Bharatiya Pratinidhi Sabha in
Bengaluru in March was can-
celled.Anotherkeyannualevent,
the fund-raiser called
Gurudakshina, was postponed
fromJulytoSeptember15.
During this period, many

workers and leaders, including

joint publicity chief Sunil
Ambekar,wereinfectedwithfour
deaths — two in MP, one in
MaharashtraandanotherinBihar.
Today, the group'sDelhi office is
almost empty with leaders
spreadingoutacrossthecountry.
FromBengaltoKerala,leaders

oftheRSSanditsaffiliates,suchas
Seva Bharati and Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh, said that focus
hasshiftedfullytoreliefwork.The
keyhighlights:
MAHARASHTRA: Over

26,000volunteers at 6,277 loca-
tions.Over10lakhrationkits,over
87 lakhmeals and over 5 lakh
masks and sanitisers provided.
Assistance for over 1 lakh no-
madicfamilies.Over24,000peo-
pledonatedbloodatcamps.Over

4,000volunteers received train-
ing frommunicipal corporations
onusingPPEkits.Over1,000tem-
poraryhealth facilitiescateredto
2 lakhpeople. “Over 100 volun-
teersalsohelpedconductthelast
rites of thosewhohadno family
support,” saidUpendraKulkarni,
theregion'swelfarechief.
WESTBENGAL:Food items,

cooked food,masks, sanitisers
andmedical awareness sessions
for 2.5 lakh families. Foodpack-
ets, each with 5 kg rice, 1 kg
pulses, 3 kg potatoes and 250-
300gof salt and cookingoil, dis-
tributedweekly,includingtoover
500women in red-light areas.
The group also opened over 80
camps formigrantworkers, and
medical helplines, said Jishnu

Basu,secretary(SouthBengal).
BIHAR: “We provided food

packetsandbottledwatertomi-
grantsreturningonspecialtrains.
Our volunteers also distributed
masks,sanitisersandfoodgrain,”
saidRamduttChakradhar,astate
office-bearer.
RAJASTHAN:Distributionof

ration and foodpackets, prepar-
ingmasks, shelters formigrants
andblooddonation camps. "We
have also helped set up stalls of
fruitsandvegetables,smallbusi-
nessesandfarmers'groups,”said
an office-bearer. In Jaipur, over
12,600workers distributed over
22lakhfoodpackets,2lakhfam-
ily ration kits and homeopathic
medicines for over 52,000
people.

CHHATTISGARH: Volun-
teersreachedover2lakhbenefi-
ciarieswith food, ration,masks,
soap and sanitisers. Vehicles
arrangedforover1,000peopleto
reach home during the lock-
down, apart from awareness
campaigns, blood donation
drives and counselling sessions.
“Wehelpedpeopleon thehigh-
way, and in tribal villages and
cities," said Surendra Kumar,
statepublicitychief.
KARNATAKA: Over 8,400

volunteers distributed 71,667
rationkits, 1,04,377 foodpack-
ets and 51,920 masks to over
3.17 lakh beneficiaries. Food
and ration distribution was
carried out in Bengaluru,
Bagalkot, Mysuru, Mangaluru,

Hubballi andShivamogga, and
blood donation camps con-
ducted.
KERALA: Seva Bharati's

42,000 volunteers distributed
food packets, grocery kits and
medicine. They helped local
bodies prepare Covid centres
andtookpart insanitationcam-
paigns.SevaBharatialsodistrib-
uted TV sets for students to ac-
cess virtual classes. “So far, 42
lakhfamiliesinKeralahaveben-
efitedfromourvoluntarywork,’’
saidGopalankuttyMaster, state
general secretary.

(WITHENSINPUTSFROM
MAHARASHTRA,WEST
BENGAL,RAJASTHAN,

BIHAR,CHHATTISGARH,
KARNATAKA,KERALA)

RSS in the time of Covid: From plasma donation to conducting last rites

HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,AUGUST9

ELEVENMEMBERSofafamilyof
Pakistanimigrantswere found
dead at a farm in Lorta village of
JodhpurdistrictonSundaymorn-
ing,policesaid.
Police said the dead include

Budha Ram and his wife Antra
Devi, both in their 70s, their
daughters Laxmi, Priya and
Suman, son Ravi, and five
children.
JodhpurRuralSPRahulBarhat

said they found somepesticide,
sedatives, and empty vials from
thespot,withatleastoneofcou-
ple’s three daughters being a
trainednurse.
Ravi’s brother Kewal Ram,

who, police said, was sleeping
outsidethehutwherethebodies
were foundand seems tobe the
only survivingmember, blamed
his in-laws fordrivingthe family

tosuicide.
“Kewal Ram said he and his

brotherRaviweremarriedtotwo
sisters, also fromaPakistanimi-
grantfamily,whohadbeenliving
with their parents in Jodhpur’s
Mandore.KewalRamtoldusthe
sistershadbeenrefusingtocome

toDechuandthattheirdomestic
dispute had been going on for
several years. A point of conflict
was custody of the children.
KewalRamhasfourchildren,one
of whom iswith hiswifewhile
threewerehere,”theSPsaid.The
threeareamongthefivechildren

whowerefounddead.
“Thecauseofdeathwillbees-

tablished throughpostmortem.
As for circumstantial evidence,
wefoundpesticideandsedatives
nearby, and empty vials,” SP
Barhatsaid.
Police said an FIR has been

lodged under IPC Section 306
(abetment of suicide) based on
KewalRam’scomplaint.“Hehas
claimed that his in-laws had
been troubling his family and
were levelling allegations,” the
SPsaid.
Police saidKewal Ram,how-

ever, ruled out that someone
from outside could have poi-
soned the family, since hewas
outside the hut where the de-
ceasedwerefound.
“Wearealsoquestioninghim

and cannot give a clean chit to
anybody. Two of the girls were
trainednurses;wearelookingat
thataspectaswell.Weareexam-
iningthevials,” theSPsaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,AUGUST9

THEUTTARPradeshSpecialTask
Force (STF) gunned down a
gangstercarryingarewardofRs
50,000 on his head in Sarojini
Nagar area of Lucknow in the
earlyhoursof Sunday.
Rakesh Pandey alias

Hanuman Pandey, 46, was a
close associate of gangster-
turned-politician Mukhtar
Ansari, police said. Pandeywas
anaccusedinthe2005killingof
BJP leader Krishnanand Rai but
was acquitted last year. Hewas
fromMau district and had 12
casesagainsthim, theysaid.
Police said Pandey was

wanted in at least two cases —
one each in Prayagraj andMau
districts. The cases pertain to
cheatingandattempttomurder
charges,police said.
Policeclaimedtohaverecov-

ered two country-made pistols
and two cellphones from
Pandey’spossession.
In a video that surfaced on

socialmediaonSunday,Rakesh
Pandey’s familymemberswere

purportedlyheardraisingques-
tions over the encounter. In the
video, they demanded a “thor-
ough inquiry” into the en-
counter.Pandey’s fatherBaldutt
Pandeywas purportedly heard
saying that he wants to “ques-
tionthegovernmentonwhymy
sonwas killed in an encounter”
whenthere“wereveryfewcases
pendingagainsthim”.
Rakesh Pandey had been

tending tohismother,whowas
hospitalised in Lucknow and
was discharged recently, his fa-
ther purportedly said in the
video.
SuperintendentofPolice(SP),

STF, Sudhir Kumar Singh, said
they received a tip-off on
SaturdaythatPandeyandhisas-
sociateswerecollectingweapons
and planning a crime in
Lucknow. In themeantime, po-
licewere informed that Pandey
wasspottedinacarinGudamba
area of Lucknow. A police team
reached the area and followed
the car. Thedriver increased the
speedof thevehicle and tried to
escape, as a result of which the
car collided with a tree near
Lucknowairport, saidtheSP.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST9

THREEDAYSafter a rowof quar-
ters on a tea estate in Kerala’s
Idukki district was buried in a
landslide, 20people continue to
bemissing. Rescueworkers on
Sundaymanaged to retrieve 17
morebodiesfromtherubbleand
sludge,takingthedeathtollinthe
incidentto43.
Followingheavyrain,ahillock

ontheteaplantationatRajamala,
aremotevillagenearMunnar,had
comedown, burying the estate
quarters in the early hours of
Friday.Outof the78peoplewho
lived in thequarters, 15 couldbe
savedduringtherescueworkthat
wasimpededfornearlyadaydue
to badweather and lack of road
access.
ForestMinister K Raju,who

visited the spot on Sunday, said
thesearchwouldcontinue till all
the missing persons are ac-

counted for. “All agencies of the
stateanda200-strongNDRFteam
areactivelyengagedinthesearch,
whichhas been expandednow.
Incessant rain andpoor visibility
haveaffectedthesearch,’’hesaid.
Manyof theworkerskilled in

theincidenthadrelativesinTamil

Naduandscoresreachedthespot
fromtheneighbouringstateafter
obtaining a two-day entry pass
amid Covid restrictions. As the
earthmoversrummagedthrough
thedebris,theyeagerlylookedfor
somesignof theirdearones.
Meanwhile, the Opposition

hastargetedtherulingCPM,say-
ing that the compensation de-
claredforfamiliesofthevictimsis
notadequate.
OnSaturday, thegovernment

declaredacompensationofRs10
lakheachforthefamiliesof those
whodiedintheairportmishapin
Kozhikode.And,thecompensation
declaredforfamiliesofthosekilled
inthelandslideisRs5lakheach.
Union Minister V

Muraleedharan, who visited
Rajamala,toldthemediathatCM
PinarayiVijayanshouldnot“neg-
lect the poor people”. “There
shouldnotbeanydiscrimination
ingivingcompensation,’’hesaid.
TheChiefMinistercountered

theallegation,sayingthecompen-
sationisonlyaninitialannounce-
ment and that the government
would ensure all support for the
victims.
With the rivers overflowing,

fearhasgrippedthedownstream
towns in Kottayam,
Pathanamthitta andAlappuzha
districtsincentralKerala.

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,AUGUST9

THE BUXAR SP on Sunday or-
dered a probe to find out if the
localpolicewereresponsiblefor
showing an RTI activist’s 14-
year-oldsonasanadultafterar-
restinghimunder theArmsAct
when he was returning after
writing his Class 10 examina-
tions in February. Bihar DGP
GupteshwarPandeysaidhewas
personallymonitoring thecase.
On August 8, The Indian

Express had reported on the is-
sue in a report titled ‘Son in jail
forfivemonths,BiharRTIactivist
says 14-yr-old framed, declared
adult;DGPseeksdetails’.
Buxar SP Upendra Nath

Verma told The Indian Express,
“Sub-Divisional Police Officer
(SDPO),Sadar, isorderedtolook
into thewholematter,whether
thereisanyfaultatthepolicesta-
tion and station house officer
level. SHO Rajpur is ordered to
verify documents provided by
the RTI activist and send a pro-
posal accordingly to the court
and Juvenile Justice Board (JJB)
regarding theboy’s age.”
Verma alsomet the RTI ac-

tivistonFriday.
TheRTIactivistsaid,“Thepo-

lice response is very belated.
Anyway, I am somewhat re-
lievednowthatthere isahintof
acceptanceofmistakebythepo-
lice. But if thematter is probed

deeper, itwouldrevealcollusion
ofmusclemenwiththepolicein
framingmyminor son ina false
ArmsAct case.Mysonhasbeen
sufferingbecauseIamanRTIac-
tivist whose RTI queries have
been unmasking some influen-
tialpeople.”
Theactivisthadexposedhow

school students had gotMGN-
REGS job cards and alleged
bungling in a village road
scheme.TheRTIactivisthadalso
sought details on paddy pro-
curement by the Primary
AgricultureCreditSociety(PACS)
under the cooperative depart-
ment between 2009 and 2019.
He suspected the role of PACS
functionariesinframinghisson,
whocouldnotwritehisfinalpa-
persdueonMarch2andscored
83percentmarksinthefivepa-
pershewrote.
Lalan Pandey, the minor’s

lawyer, said, “We have already
got a certificate from the school
that showshewasborn inApril
2006.Weare soonputting it up
before JJB. If the police do the
same, it couldonlyhelpus.”

AMITABHSINHA
PUNE,AUGUST9

WITHMOREthan60,000newin-
fectionsbeingrecordedeveryday
for the last threedays, Indiahas
emergedasthesinglelargestcon-
tributorofCovidcasesintheworld,
overtaking even the US — but
whenitcomestopopulationshare,
it is stillwaydownthe ladder,be-
lowatleast90othercountries.
OnSaturday,over64,000new

infectionswere detected across
thecountry,whichaccountedfor
morethan22percentofthe2.84
lakh cases recorded globally on
theday.
The US and Brazil, with the

largestnumberofinfectionssofar,
haveloggedafarfewernumberof
cases than India in the last three
days,withnumbers ranging just
abovethe50,000markinthispe-
riod.Indiarecorded1.88lakhnew
casesinthisthree-dayperiod,fol-
lowedbyBrazil(1.68lakh)andthe
US(1.58lakh).

However,Indiahasonly1,559
cases per million population,
while theglobal average is 2,541
casespermillion.Similarly,while
Indiahasthefifthlargestnumber
of deaths due to Covid (over
43,500), it has recorded only 31
deaths permillion population,
which isalso less thanat least90
othercountries.
TheUS,with over 48.36 lakh

confirmedcasestillSaturday,had
beenthelargestdailycontributor
ofcasesintheworldsinceMay.In
Brazil,morethan29.12lakhpeo-
ple have been infectedwith the
virus till now. And India has
recorded 21.53 lakh cases till
Saturday.
The outbreak had begun in

BrazilandIndiaaroundthesame
time, in earlyMarch, though the
first threecases in Indiawerede-
tected in January-end. The US
recordedits first infections inthe
secondweekof January.
Buttheearlyandcompletena-

tional lockdown in India slowed
the spread of the disease,while

theUSandBrazilsawaspikedur-
ing this time,whichhas contin-
uedmoreorless,tillnow.
The gap between India and

Brazilamongstactivecasesismuch
narrower.Indiahasabout6.28lakh
activepatients,whileBrazilhas8.18
lakh. In theUS, thenumberof ac-
tivecasesis23.46lakh.
Meanwhile, the number of

tests being carried out in India
everydaycrossed the7-lakh fig-
ureonSaturday for the first time,
withover7.19lakhsamples.More
than2.41croresampleshavebeen
tested in India so far. Only three
othercountries,China,theUS,and
Russia,havecarriedoutmoretests.
Thegovernmenthasbeentarget-
ing a testing capacity of 10 lakh
testsperday.
Apart fromtheUSandBrazil,

onlyRussiaandSouthAfricahave
morethan5lakhconfirmedcases.
But in India,Maharashtrahas al-
ready registered more deaths
(over 17,000) than Russia (less
than 15,000) and South Africa
(justover10,000).

India tops in new case count,
but low in population share

Mukhtar Ansari’s
aide shot in Lucknow
encounter: UP STF

Kerala landslide toll rises to 43

11 of Pakmigrant family dead,
suicide abetment case filed

Policepersonnel inLortavillageof Jodhpurdistrict.ANI

Rescueeffortswerehitduetobadweatherandlackof road
access.Twentypeoplearestillmissing. Express

RAJASTHAN

NewDelhi:Author, activist and
teacher Ilina Sen, who spent
many years in Chhattisgarh
workingwith trade unions, the
underprivilegedandtribals,died
after a battle with cancer on
Sunday in Kolkata. Sen is sur-
vivedbyherhusband,DrBinayak
Sen,andtwochildren.

Senwas a
fiercecriticof
alleged hu-
manrightsvi-
olations in
Chhattisgarh,
loudly voic-
ingheroppo-
sition to the
government-
backed anti-

Naxal militia Salwa Judum,
whichwas later declared illegal
by the SupremeCourt. Shewas
the acclaimed author of the
books Inside Chhattisgarh: A
Political Memoir and Sukhvasin:
The migrant woman of
Chhattisgarh. Her husband
Binayakwas accused of being a
courierofMaoists. ENS

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST9

KKRIYAS,oneof thesurvivorsof
theflightmishapatKozhikodeon
Friday,saidhehadresignedhim-
self to the thought that the end
wasnear.
The26-year-old, nowunder-

goingtreatmentataprivatehos-
pital inKozhikode,saidapassen-
ger sitting a seat away fromhim
died in themishap,which took
placewhenanAir India Express
flightskiddedoffthetabletoprun-
wayandfell intoavalley.
“ItwassheerluckthatIdidnot

sufferanymajorinjury.Whenthe
flight touched the runway, I felt
theaircraft joltingheavily. Idon’t
rememberwhat actually hap-
pened in the few seconds after
that.ThenIfoundmyselftrapped.
Icouldnotmovemylegsorhands.
Ihadgotstuckbetweenthefront
seat andmy seat. The overhead
consolehad fallenheavilyonmy
head,trappingme.’’
“Myrighthandwasacrossmy

face and got pressed againstmy
nose.Iwasstrugglingtobreathe.I
heardpeoplecryinginpanic,par-
ticularlychildren.Manywerecall-
ingforhelp.Iheardthepassenger
besidemesayingthathisrelative
in the aisle seat was ‘over’. He
could notmove as his legs had
sustained serious injury andhe

toowas trapped between seats
likeme,’’saidRiyas.
Hesaidthoughhewassitting

in thewindowseat,hecouldnot
eventurnhishead, letalonelook
outside. “After some time, a few
people came into the flight and
tried to extricateme. They could
not, but said that the firefighters
arecoming.”
Riyas said firefighters came

andmanaged to rescue himby
separating the seats. He said he
reachedthehospitalinKozhikode
around11pm.
Riyas, who is from

VelimmannavillageinKozhikode,
saidhewenttoDubaisixmonths
ago in search of a job as a sales-
man. “I would have returned
much earlier but for the lock-
down.’’

The IndianExpresscarried
thereportonAugust8

Buxar SP orders probe
into ‘framing’ of RTI
activist’s minor son

AISHWARYAMOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR,AUGUST9

A JOINT teamof the Odisha po-
lice Special Operations Group
(SOG) and CRPF on Sunday
busted fourMaoist camps after
a gunfight in the
Gandhamardhan reserve forest
inBargarhdistrict.
According to a statement by

the Odisha Police, the gunfight
broke outwhen the teamof se-
curity personnel was out on a

combing operation that was
launched based on “reliable in-
telligence inputs regarding
camping of CPI (Maoists) and
planningofviolentanti-stateac-
tivities” in thearea.
Bargarh SP Padmini Sahoo

said the teamspottedagroupof
10-15Maoists,whostartedfiring
on the security personnel, lead-
ingtoanencounter.“Basedonthe
hand-written literature... recov-
ered from the spot, we are sus-
pectingthatoneoftheirhighlevel
officialswaspresent,”Sahoosaid.
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Activist Ilina
Sen dies
of cancer

IlinaSen

Sushma,thewifeofCaptainDeepakSathe,thepilot-in-
commandoftheAirIndiaExpressplanethatcrashedin
Kerala,paystributeafterhisbodywasbroughttotheMumbai
airport.ThefuneralwilltakeplaceonTuesday.DeepakJoshi

KKRiyas

Survivor recalls
horror: Passenger
a seat away died

4 Maoist camps busted in Odisha

60,000COVIDCASESPERDAY

KOZHIKODEPLANECRASH
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AN UNEVEN RECOVERY
Servicesareseeingagreaterfall,withjoblosses, localised

lockdownsholdingbackdemandandsharpeningthechallenge

F
ROMTHELOWSobserved inApril, economicactivity in Indiahasgradually
climbedup in theweeks andmonths thereafter.While uncertainty looms
over thepaceof the recovery—some indicators suggest that economicac-
tivitieshavelevelledoffatlowerlevels—thepicturethatemergesisofanun-
even, two-pacedrecovery. The recovery in themanufacturingsector, espe-

cially in some segments, appears to be far greater as compared to the pick-up in the
services sector. This trend is observed in the purchasingmanagers index (PMI) for the
two sectors. After plummeting to a record low of 27.4 in April, the PMImanufacturing
roseto47.3inJune,dippingmarginallythereafterto46inJuly.Incomparison,thePMIserv-
ices,whichplunged to a lowof 5.4 inApril, has limped thereon, touching34.2 in July. It
isunlikely that thegapbetweenthe twowillnarrowsignificantly in thenear term.
Facedwithgrimincomeprospects,householdshavecurbedtheirdiscretionaryspend-

ing. Services, non-essentials in particular, have suffereddisproportionally from this fall
indemand.Addingtothatisthefearofmovingincrowdedplaceswhichisalsoconstrain-
ing consumptionof services suchas restaurants andhospitality, travel and tourismand
othersdespitetheeasingof lockdownrestrictions.Thereareseveralindicationstothisef-
fect.For instance, reports inthispaperreveal thatdespiterestaurantsandeateriesbeing
allowedtoreopen,morethan60percentof licensedeateriesinprominentareasofDelhi
continuetoremainshutandareyettorenewtheirtrade/healthlicences.Theeffectsofthis
collapse indemandforservices,andnon-essentialmanufacturing,on jobsandincomes
are quite visible. As reported in this paper, 40 of the BSE 100 companies that have an-
nouncedtheirresultsforthefirstquarterof thecurrentfinancialyearhaveseenadecline
intheiraggregateemployeeexpenditure—indicativeofafall inbothemployeesandem-
ployeecosts. Someindicationof theextentof the losses incurredduring thisperiodwill
reflect in the quarterly GDP estimates (to be released at the end of thismonth) in the
“trade, hotels, transport, communication and services related tobroadcasting”, and the
“financial, real estateandprofessional services” category.
The near termprospects don't appear promising.With income and job losses, self-

imposed restrictionsonmovement, and localised lockdowns todealwith the spreadof
theCOVID-19pandemiccontinuingtoinfluenceconsumptionpatterns,demandforserv-
ices is likely to remainmuted. In such a scenario, both individuals and businesses are
likely to continue to be risk averse.Muchwill depend on the success in containing the
spreadof theCOVID-19pandemic.

BEIRUT IN THE DARK
Theammoniumnitrateblast isagrimreminder:Despite the
strict regulationofhazardoussubstances, risks remain

T
HEEXPLOSIONINtheBeirutdocksarea lastweekhas leftmore than150
citizensdead,over5,000injured,swathesof thecitylevelledandthedock
outofcommission,whichcouldcauseafoodcrisis inLebanoninthedays
ahead.Shockandconfusionoverthecauseofthedevastatingexplosionhas
turned into public anger, bringing on the spectre of a political problem.

All this damage owed to a single explosion. The blast had produced a powerful shock
waveandamushroomcloud,anditwasbrieflymistakenfor thedetonationof anuclear
weapon.Buttheexplosionturnedouttohaveinvolved2,750tonsofammoniumnitrate,
whichhadbeen improperly stored inadenselypopulatedarea.
Ammoniumnitrateisbestknownasanagriculturalfertiliser,butitisdual-use.Itisalso

anelementof binaryminingexplosives likeANFOand the fertiliser ornitratebomb, an
improviseddevice usedbymilitant organisations ever since the IrishRepublicanArmy
deployed it inbombings in the1970s. The same technologywasalsoused inOklahoma
Cityin1995,Baliin2002andNorwayin2011.Afteranitratestockpilewasrevealedtohave
causedthedisaster inBeirut,othernationshavewokenuptotherisk. InAustralia, for in-
stance, residentsofNewcastle are concernedabout a storage facilitywhichholdsabout
four times thevolumeofnitrate stockpiled inBeirut.
In India, there is concernover 740 tonnes of ammoniumnitrate stored in a customs

warehouseinChennaisince2015,whenitwasapparentlyimportedwithouttherequired
licence. Thecustomsdepartmenthas clarified that it is stored ina safe location far from
humanhabitation, butgiven thehazardousnatureof thechemical,whichhasbeenun-
der theExplosivesAct since2011, it couldhavebeendisposedof. In fact, indealingwith
thedisputebetweentheimporterandthecustomsoffice,acourthaddrawnattentionto
the number of accidents involving ammoniumnitrate across the country, and the fact
that ina spanof fouryears, 16,000 tonnesof the chemicalwentmissing. SRamadossof
thePMKhas suggested that the stockpile couldbediverted toagriculturaluse, andcus-
toms officials are in a hurry to dispose of the chemical at the earliest. Better late than
never.TheaccidentinBeirutisareminderthatdespitethestrictregulationofhazardous
substances internationally, the risks remain.

Fall and rise

PrachiMishra

Whileglobalrecoverycould lift India’seconomyin
2021,domesticdrivers forgrowtharestillunclear

INDIA’S ECONOMYWASweak in 2019, but
appearedtobenearatrough.Justastheecon-
omywasstartingto lookupatthebeginning
of this year, the rising tide gaveway to the
COVID-19 shock. The global economy is fac-
ing themost unprecedented shock in post-
war history. The shock is truly different this
timearound.Onekeydifferencevis-à-visthe
earlierepisodes is that thefearandscarefac-
tor amongcitizenswasnotprevalentduring
anyofthepreviousrecessions.TheCOVID-19
shockalsohasthisuniquefeaturewhichisthe
response to the shock itself, that is, the virus
controlandsocialdistancingmeasuresrepre-
sentaphysicalconstraintoneconomicactiv-
ity,makingitunparalleled.
When the constraint is physical, sharp

contractionsineconomicactivityarebound
tohappen.WeprojectglobalGDPtocontract
by 3.5 per cent in 2020. This is almost cer-
tainlythedeepestrecessionsinceatleastthe
SecondWorldWar.
Thegoodnewsisthatglobalrecoveryhas

alreadybegun, andglobalGDP is rising. The
key risk to the global sequential recovery,
however,isthefactthatthevirushasnotbeen
brought under control in theUS, and across
several emerging economies. Compared to
restofAsia,thesituationisstrikinglyworsein
Indiatoo,wherenewcaseshaveaccelerated
—especiallysincethereopeningbegan—and
nowstandatapproximately50,000perday.
Thiscompareswithlessthan2,000newdaily
additionsonaverageintherestoftheregion.
Thesituation in IndiaandtheUS,alongwith
localised outbreaks in several parts of the
world, raises theriskof arise in infectionsas
economiesopenupfurther,whichmighttrig-
gerrenewedgovernmentrestrictionsorvol-
untarychangesinbehaviourthatcouldweigh
ongrowth.
The lockdowns and rising public anxiety

aboutthevirusledtoasharpdeteriorationin
economic activity in India. After a deep con-
traction in theApril-June quarter,we expect
theeconomytoreboundmechanically.Going
forward,we expect a step-down to amore
normal, and lower sequential growth pace.
Differentpartsoftheeconomyarelikelytore-
cover from the hit at different speeds.
Industrial activity could possibly normalise,
especially inmanufacturingwhere control-

ling thevirusmightbeeasier. In contrast, in-
dustries inwhich it is harder— travel or en-
tertainment for example—will still be in a
gradualnormalisationprocess,andprobably
won’t rebound completely until a vaccine is
available.Ourquarterlyestimates implythat
real GDPwould contract by 4.4 per cent in
FY21; thiswould be the deepest recession
Indiahaswitnessedsince1980.
Severalhighfrequencyeconomicindica-

torsaredisplayingsequentialimprovement,
which has likely set in a sense of compla-
cency amongstmarket participants.What
wearecurrentlywitnessingappears tobea
tug-of-war between improving economic
data,andthestillescalatingvirussituation.It
is importanttonote,however, thatwhatwe
arewitnessing is just the normalisation of
activityfromextremelylowlevels;thismay
notbeevidenceofmarkedimprovementsin
domestic macroeconomic fundamentals.
Overallactivitystillremainsweak.Forexam-
ple, Eway bills — tax applications filed for
movementofgoodsare25percentloweras
comparedtothesametimelastyear;vehicle
registrationsaretrackinga45percentyear-
on-yeardecline;andbothGoogleandApple
mobilitytrackersreportedcontractionof40
percentcompared tonormal levels.
The key question thatmarkets are con-

fronted with is — what will be the key
macroeconomic drivers of Indian growth
going forward?
Discretionaryfiscalpolicysupport,defined

as targeted support to households andbusi-
nesses,thekindofpolicysupportthatcanre-
vive anyeconomyquickly in timesof anun-
precedentedshocklikewehaveseen,istepid
inourview.Indeed,creditratingagenciesap-
peartobelessworriedabouttheworseningof
fiscal anddebtpositions in theshort-term—
infact,itisthereverse.Theyappeartobemore
concerned about the fact that Indiamaynot
havetheadministrativeandfiscalcapacityto
implement large fiscal support, and that
wouldbeaheadwindtogrowth.Whatwould
reassuremarketsandavoidfurthercreditrat-
ing downgrades is not lower fiscal spending
in the short-run asmanyperceive, butmost
importantlyastrategytorevivegrowth,com-
bined with a credible fiscal plan for the
mediumterm.

Market participants also wonder why
Indiahasnotseenmoreaggressivefiscalpol-
icy support, not only compared with ad-
vancedeconomiesbutwithotheremerging
economies too, and given the nature and
scaleof theshock.Onepossibleexplanation
— an underlying implication of Viral
Acharya’s recent book Quest to Restoring
Financial Stability in India— is that fiscal
dominanceduringnormaltimes,whichba-
sicallyallowedthesovereigntorunabout10
per cent deficits, implies that the govern-
ment’s ability to apply countercyclical pol-
icyisseverelycurtailedduringacrisis. Inthe
short term, the economyhas to pay a price.
The price of not saving and investing in an
umbrellawhen there is sunshine is thatwe
have tobear thecostswhen it is raining.
Monetary policy and the central bank

havebeenthemain“gameintown”;theRBI
has reducedpolicy rates by115bp since the
crisis hit, combinedwith tools to inject liq-
uidity, andregulatorymeasures. India’spol-
icy rate easing, in fact, remains comparable
with the “average” conventionalmonetary
policy supportwe have seen across emerg-
ingandadvancedeconomies.Weexpectthe
MPC to reduce interest rates further, even
thoughitdecidedtopauseatitsAugustmeet-
ing. It appears that it tooka“wait andwatch
approach” given that inflationary pressures
havestartedtoshowupinthedata;andwith
theintentiontosavefirepowerforthefuture.
Our view is that there is clearly aneed todo
more, conditional on the evolution of the
economysofar,andourforecastsfortherest
oftheyear,andthefactthatthesupportfrom
fiscalpolicyhasbeenmutedsofar.
Finally,theexchangeratehasremainedre-

markablystableinthiscrisis.TheRBI’srealef-
fective exchange rate has actually strength-
ened by 4 per cent since pre-COVID, and
wouldactuallybeadragongrowth.Therefore,
while pent up demand, favourable base ef-
fects,andmassivepolicysupportinadvanced
economiesdriving theglobal recoverycould
liftIndia’seconomyin2021,westruggletosee
any domestic fundamental forces to drive
India’sgrowthahead.

Thewriter ischief Indiaeconomist,
GoldmanSachs, India

Discretionary fiscal policy
support, defined as targeted
support to households and
businesses, the kind of policy
support that can revive any
economy quickly in times of
an unprecedented shock like
we have seen, is tepid in our
view. Indeed, credit rating
agencies appear to be less
worried about the worsening
of fiscal and debt positions in
the short-term — in fact, it is
the reverse. They appear to be
more concerned about the
fact that India may not have
the administrative and fiscal
capacity to implement large
fiscal support, and that
would be a headwind to
growth.

FOUNDED BY

RAMNATH GOENKA

B E C A U S E T H E T R U T H I N V O L V E S U S A L L

§ §

THEINDIANEXPRESS,MONDAY,AUGUST10,2020
WORDLYWISE

Thechildrenof theunemployedachieve less
in schoolandappeartohavereducedlong-
termearnings prospects.— BEN BERNANKETHEEDITORIALPAGE

Freeze Frame E P Unny

TALKS UNCERTAIN
UNCERTAINTY PREVAILED OVER the pro-
posedpreliminarytalkssettobeginonAugust
10ontheforeignnationals'issueatImphalas
the All-Assam Students' Union declared it
wouldnotgothenegotiatingtableunlessthe
actionsagainstgovernmentemployeeswere
revoked. The formal invitation for talks from
ManipurChiefMinisterRDorendraSinghwas
received byAASUduring the day. TheAAGP
leadership is alsomeeting to take a decision
on the matter. AASU president Prafulla
MahantaandAAGPgeneralsecretaryBhrigu
Phukaninastatementexpresseddoubtabout
the Centre’s attitude towards the people of
Assamandcalleduponthepeopletobeready

forlaunchinganagitationwithgreatervigour
anddeterminationifnecessary.

UNRULY STUDENTS
THE POLICE FIRED 12 rounds of tear gas
shellstodisperseanunrulymobofstudents
atShyamLalCollegewhenthey turnedvio-
lent after stopping all vehicular traffic out-
sidetheircollege.This is the first studentvi-
olence reported this year. Several persons,
including passersby, police personnel and
DTCemployees,wereinjuredandatleastsix
DTC buses damaged. Traffic on G T Road,
fromtheoldYamunaBridgeuptoShyamLai
College came to a standstill as the students
held up 25 buses. Yamuna Bridgewas offi-

cially declared closed at 9 a.m. and, opened
to trafficonlyafter12noon.

YAHYA KHAN DEAD
THE FORMER PRESIDENT of Pakistan,
GeneralYahyaKhan,died inRawalpindion
the night of August 8, the Associated Press
ofPakistanreported.Hewas63.Hebecame
Pakistan’s third president in succession to
Ayub Khan, whose 10-year rule ended
abruptly after riotinganddomesticunrest.
Butwithinthreeyears,Khan’sgovernment
collapsed, Pakistan's eastern wing pro-
claimeditself as the independentnationof
Bangladesh and the career of the brilliant
soldier-administratorwas at an end.

AUGUST 10, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO

AurobindoGhose

A DEAF EAR TO TAGORE
WhythedecisiontocancelVisva-Bharati’sspringandwinter festivals isdisturbing

RABINDRANATHTAGOREONCE said, “You
cannotcrosstheseamerelybystandingand
staringat thewater”. Tagorewasnotonlya
manofwordsbutalsoamanofaction,who
puthis theoryof education intopracticeby
starting an Ashram school in 1901 at
Shantiniketan. Twenty years later, he
foundedtheVisva-Bharati. Itbecameacen-
traluniversity in1951with theprimemin-
ister as its Chancellor.
Visva-Bharatimeansthecommunionof

theworldwithIndia.Tagorewantedhisstu-
dents’viewof society tobe informedbyin-
ternationalism, humanism and universal
brotherhood. He viewed the traditional
school, bounded by its four walls and
weighed down by a rigid curriculum, as a
prison.AtShantiniketan,classesareheld in
open air. The idea is to be close to nature,
where students could define their bound-
aries of knowledge.
An extension of Tagore’s concept of fu-

sionofeducationwithlifeisShantiniketan’s
spring festival, Basanta Utsav. The Poush
Utsav, celebrated during winter at Visva-
Bharati, is also inspired by this ethos. The
poet often said that the purpose of this an-
nualfairwastoencourageinteraction—eco-
nomic,culturalandsocial—betweenthevar-
sityand itsneighbouringvillages.
The PoushMela has been a site for so-

cial and cultural interaction for decades. It
also attracts thousands of visitors from
acrosstheglobe, includingformerstudents

eager to return “home” to pay homage to
Gurudev.
Take out the Basanta Utsav and Poush

Mela fromVisva-Bharati, and itwill become
unrecognisable.Theuniversity’scurrentVice-
ChancellorBidyutChakrabartyisattempting
tobringaboutsuchan“ideationalchange”.He
believesthatsuchachangeisessentialtoim-
provetheinstitution’shealth.
Visva-Bharati’smotto,“Wheretheworld

makesahomeinasinglenest”, indicates its
inclusive, secularandinternationalcharac-
ter. Till now, theUniversity has functioned
onUGCgrants and other public funds. The
VC’sappeal to thecorporatehouses tocon-
tributemoneytobuildtheUniversity’scor-
pus fund signals a departure that is anath-
ema to Tagore’s idea of an educational
institution based on co-operation, rather
than aprofitmotive.
Similarly, the move to build a tall con-

crete wall around the university campus,
segregating it from the neighbouring resi-
dential colonies, goes against Visva-
Bharati’s ethos.
The University’s executive council has

decided to cancel the PoushMela and the
BasantaUtsav— “Basanta Tandav” accord-
ing to theVC.He says that the university is
“ill-equipped” to hold these festivals. The
PoushMelahasbeendiscontinuedwithout
consulting the Shantiniketan Trust, the
body officially authorised to organise the
fair.

TheVCmaintains that thecampus is in-
capableof holding thiseventbecauseof its
inaccessibility. He also contends that the
Mela leadstoover-crowdingandpollution.
However, thePoushMela’smorethan100-
year-oldhistory isatestamenttotheorgan-
isingcommittee’sacumeninresolvingsuch
problems. More importantly, these deci-
sionsseempartof abroaderagenda. It’sno
coincidence that the Visva-Bharati’s tradi-
tionsarebeingunderminedatatimewhen
theRSS-affiliatedShikshaSanskritiUtthan
Nyas headed by Dinanath Batra has pub-
licly demanded that Tagore’s thoughts —
particularly those related to nationalism,
the divide between religion andhumanity
andthe limits topatriotism—beexpunged
from NCERT textbooks. The outfit report-
edlyhastakenumbrageatthepoet’sdown-
playingof patriotism—“patriotismcannot
be our final spiritual shelter. My refuge is
humanity,” he said.
Theyear-longcentenarycelebrationsof

Visva-Bharati are slated to begin from the
third week of December. This is the time
when the PoushMela would usually have
beenheldatShantiniketan.Thereseemsto
beaconcertedmove to strip thecentenary
celebrations of Tagore’s spirit of inclusive-
ness. Hence, the decision to ban the Poush
Mela andBasantaUtsav.

Thewriter isa lawyerandhuman
rightsactivist

It’s no coincidence that the
Visva-Bharati’s traditions are
being undermined at a time
when the RSS-affiliated
Shiksha Sanskriti Utthan
Nyas headed by Dinanath
Batra has publicly demanded
that Tagore’s thoughts —
particularly those related to
nationalism, the divide
between religion and
humanity and the limits to
patriotism — be expunged
from NCERT textbooks.

New Delhi



9
THEINDIANEXPRESS,MONDAY,AUGUST10,2020 WHATTHEOTHERSSAY

“However, it appears that the Saudis’ lack of interest in resolving the Kashmir
dispute has touched a raw nerve in ruling circles, and the government expects
our Arab brothers to do more to help end the suffering of the India-held
region.” —DAWNTHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

The humiliating experiences
of the last millennium
should guide us. The first
lesson is — united we stand,
divided we fall. An
emotionally integrated India
offers the best defence
against both internal and
external threats and
challenges. We need to knit
an India based on the
principles of democratic-
righteous governance that
upholds equality of all and
equal opportunities for all.
We need to empower every
Indian with the necessary
tools to realise his or her
fullest potential. A strong
sense of Indianness that
supersedes all other
identities and a deep
commitment to national
interest should
guide our actions.

The new
consumer

Wewillhavetoseehow‘waitandwatch’
changestothe ‘spendandsupport’

thegrowthcurve

A“NEWNORMAL”isatermwehaveheard
veryoften.Butwhetheryoulikethetermor
not, the fact is COVID-19 is here to stay for
sometimeandithasrevolutionisedtheway
weliveandthink.Theconsumerduringand
post-COVIDisshowingremarkableflexibil-
ity, bringing about a paradigmshift in her
consumptionpattern.Ihopemanufacturers,
brandbuildersandthegovernmentarenot-
ing that thenewconsumer is following the
“WW”curve—the“WaitandWatch”curve.
Whilstsomestategovernmentsarebusyde-
manding the opening up of the economy,
they seemtohave forgotten that the econ-
omydoesnotmerelyneedopeningup,but
it requires urgent generation of basic de-
mand.Here iswhere consumerbehaviour
needstobecloselywatched.
Sincethelockdown,theprioritiesofcon-

sumershaveseenadrastic shift. Formanu-
facturers,theconsumeristheking—some-
onewhocanaffordandbuytheirproducts.
Forpoliticians,thevoteristheking.Generally
politicians are not really concernedwith
what products consumers buy, butwhat
helpsthembuytheirvote.
Inmany cases, there is an overlap be-

tween the two but there are also differ-
ences.First,theeconomyhasbeenaffected
bya reduction in thepurchasingpowerof
many. Hence, the availability of money to
buy products needs to be addressed. The
governmentmust look at ways like a re-
duction in taxeswhichwill help the com-
monman.Second,thecurrentscenariohas
alsomade all of us go back to the basics,
withfood,shelterandsafetybeingofprime
importance. Luxury products hold little
value. Cars, air-conditioners, second
houses, andbrandedapparelwillseeafall
indemand.Butrentingwill increase.Third,
the emphasiswill be on saving for a rainy
day.Bankswillhavemoremoneyandcash
willalsobekeptathomeforemergencies.
Fourth,aviation,tourismandhospitality

sectorshavebeenhit. Even if the lockdown
restrictionsarerelaxed,peoplewillbewary
of traveling and only doing sowhen ab-
solutely necessary. Fifth, e-commerce has
shownexponentialgrowthandwillcontinue
to do so. Consumerswouldprefermaking
purchasesonlineandoptingforhomedeliv-
eries rather thanventuringout. Sixth,with
“VocalforLocal”gainingmomentum,there’s
a huge increase in local apps, local kirana
stores, local artisans andbrands. Seventh,
peoplearegrowingincreasinglytiredofbe-
ingathome,andtheurgetomeettheirnear
anddearonesisatanall-timehigh.Whilea
few industries like IT canwork fromhome,
most others cannot. In such cases, their of-
ficesandfactorieswillre-open,butwithless
staff/working hours/alternate days. Eight,
schools and colleges have taken ahit as e-
learning andonline courses are beingpre-

ferred.Nine,theentertainmentindustryhas
beendrastically hit. Theatres toowill take
time to reopen and consumerswillwatch
showsandmoviesathome.Themediaand
entertainment industryneeds topayheed
to this and curate content accordingly. Ten,
withalotofpeoplelayingemphasisontheir
healthandimmunity,there’sbeenasubstan-
tial rise in the consumption of organic,
ayurvedic,andimmunityboostingproducts.
Apart from theobviousproducts, financial
andmedical insurancewill play an impor-
tant role. Lastly, real estatewill suffer as no
long-term,high investmentpurchaseswill
befavoured,butrentingwill increase.
Thedifferencesare:First, votersneedto

beprovidedwith their daily needs—basic
essentials suchas food,water,housing, and
electricity.Thegovernmentisalreadytaking
careofthat,butmoneyalsoneedstobegiven.
Second, voters need jobs throughdevelop-
mentofinfrastructureprojects.Third,farm-
ersneedtohaveinsurancefortheircropsand
the infrastructure to sell at the right price.
Lastly,migrantworkerswhohavefacedex-
tremehardshipswith their livelihoods be-
ingdisruptedare looking for support.Most
arestillunemployed,andmanyarefocusing
onagricultureasameansof income.
Thewayforwardistogeneratedemand

for products, and create jobs by improving
infrastructure.Moneywillberequiredbyall
groups. The governmentmust incentivise
spending by offering tax benefits on the
amount spent on products like white
goods/travel/eatingout,andprovidejobsby
spending on infrastructure projects. They
mustforgetaboutfiscalprudencethisyear.
PhilipKotlerhaspredictedthatthepan-

demicwill bring about thenewconsumer
whowill shake the foundations of capital-
ism.Hebelievesthatthenewconsumerwill
bemore careful andvigilant against osten-
tatiousconsumption,resultinginamoreeq-
uitableformofcapitalism.WhileIagreewith
his assumption, I feel that thiswill not last
beyondafewyears.Historyalwaysrepeatsit-
selfbecausepeoplehaveshortmemories.
Currently,ruralareasseemtobethefocus

ofcompanies,astheconsumerthereisbuy-
ingmorethanbefore.Thoseseekingvolume
will findsolace ingrowththere in thecom-
ingyearorso.Thebulkofourneedyandvot-
erslieinruralareasandthefocusofgovern-
ment spendingmust continue tobe there.
Companiesshouldtakeadvantageandpro-
vide products at affordable prices and in-
creasethewidthofavailabilitytoexploitthis
opportunity.One,however,mustnotforget
thatnewproductsmustalsobelaunchedin
metros.Itistheurbanmarketthatwillstim-
ulategrowthinthemediumtolongrun.
The government has donewell to take

careofthepoorandruralmarkets.Iamsure
they are aware that spendingby theurban
consumer is also essential for pushing the
economyup. Themiddle incomegroup is
crying for attention. The government has
plannedandhasbeensuccessfulingenerat-
ing employmentby attracting FDI, andde-
veloping infrastructure, amongothers.We
will have towait and see how the “WW”
curvechangestothe“SS”curve—Spendand
Supportthegrowth.Iremainoptimistic.

Thewriter isabusinessand
brandconsultant

THEADJECTIVE“AUGUST”meansrespected
and impressive, something special. The
monthofAugusthas special significance in
the history of modern India. The freedom
strugglecametofruitiononAugust15,1947.
Five years prior to that, the Quit India
movementwaslaunchedwithaclarioncall
to“doordie”byMahatmaGandhionAugust
8.Onthefifthof thismonth,constructionof
the Ram Temple in Ayodhya commenced.
These events were a culmination of long-
drawnstrugglesthatoffercertainlessonsfor
thepresentandthe future.
India’s independence was not just

abouttheendof colonialBritishrule. Itwas
alsobringingdowncurtainsonthedarkage
of about 1,000 years that began with the
invasionofMahmudGhazni in1001. Itwas
the period when India’s inherent
weaknesses were exploited by a regular
streamof invaders, tradersandcolonialists.
The socio-cultural-economic landscapeof
our country was brutally battered and
exploited, enfeebling themasses.
The invaders had a free run coming in

and looting at will. The lack of a sense of
belonging to each other and the missing
unity of action and purpose among the
myriadrulersof thedaymadethecountry
a soft target. Solo campaigns of brave
resistance by the likes of Prithviraj
Chauhan,Maharana Pratap, Chhatrapathi
Shivaji, Rani Laxmibai of Jhansi,
Veerapandya Kattabomman, Alluri
Sitarama Raju were not adequate.
Moreover, there were Mir Jaffers all
through. A divided nation suffered from
disgrace and dismemberment. Once rich,
India was reduced to an ocean of poverty
andbackwardness.
During this longdarkperiod, India lost

its soul and inner strength. The people
began to rediscover themselves as British
colonial exploitationbecameevident. The
freedom struggle brought the people
together in the quest to shape their own
destiny. It was rightly called the Indian
National Movement as emotive
nationhoodgainedcurrency. The folliesof
a longperiod of disunitywere too stark to
be ignored. Finally, the Indian nationwas
born on August 15, 1947. It is hence
appropriate to say that the hard-fought
independence was the liberation of our
country from the dark age of centuries
marked by lack of social cohesion and the
glue of nationhood.
TheQuit Indiamovementwasthemost

definingmomentof our freedomstruggle.
The Quit India Resolution adopted on
August 8, 1947, stressed that “…the
immediateendingofBritishrule in India is
an urgent necessity for both the sake of
India and for the success of the United
Nations. The continuation of that rule is
degrading and enfeebling India making
herprogressively lesscapableofdefending
herself and contributing to the cause of
world freedom.”
A few hours later on the same day, in

hisQuit India speech, Gandhi roaredwith
a clarion call to the people to “do or die”.
The apostle of peace and non-violence
who lent a moral and mass dimension to

the freedomstruggle,usingsuch language
had rattled the British who were already
reelingunder the crippling impacts of the
WorldWar-II.WhydidGandhiji say so?
Since his return to India in 1915,

Gandhiji steeredthe freedomstruggleona
new path using the “force of truth” as a
weapon to open the eyes of the British to
the need for letting Indians govern
themselves.Hisapproachfoundresonance
across theglobewithBritishcomingunder
pressure even from their war-time allies
to mend their colonial ways. For long,
Gandhiji engaged the British in
negotiations, seeking to prevail on them.
Indiawasdeclaredasaparty to theSecond
World War without even consulting the
leaders of the freedom struggle and the
people.This incensedGandhiji andothers.
Fearing a Japanese invasion from the

east and under pressure from the allies to
gain the support of Indians for the war
efforts, theCrippsMissionwassenttoIndia.
But it failed as it fell short of the demand
for immediate independence for the
country.Gandhijiwhohadagoodmeasure
of themind of the British, their trickery of
divide and rule and shifting goalposts,
decided that it was the time to strike. The
threewords he used urging themasses to
“do or die’’ had the fullest contextual
justification and fired the imagination of
the people. The then Viceroy Linlithgow
unleashedviolencetoquell themovement,
but it lasted for twoyears.
The freedom struggle was marked by

differentstreamsof thoughtandaction.To
start with, moderates like Dadabhai
Naoroji and Pherozeshah Mehta took to
petitioning the British for incremental
improvements. Assertive nationalists like
Lala Lajpat Rai, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and
Bipin Chandra Pal believed in bold action.
Revolutionaries like Khudiram Bose,
Chandrasekhar Azad, and Bhagat Singh
took to armed resistance. Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose revived the INA and sought
Japanese help to evict the British from
India. It was, however, Mahatma Gandhi
who emerged as the voice of the freedom
struggle for over 30 years.
Thoughterritoriallynot integrated, the

peoplehadbeenindifferentkingdomsand
provinces over the centuries, they were
bound by shared cultural norms and
values. Temples were key instruments of
such cultural homogeneity. The foreign
invaders were bent on destroying this
cultural fabric. Major temples were
attacked, looted and destroyed, resulting

in sacrilege.
Mahmud Ghazni attacked the famous

Somnath temple umpteen times during
1001-25. It took over 925 years to rebuild
andrestoreit. Ittookabout500yearstostart
constructionof theRamtemple.Suchisthe
pricepaid forbeingdivided for too long.
Some apologists of colonialism have

sought to portray British rule as beneficial
to India. Nothing is farther from the truth.
All the initiativesof theBritishwereguided
by their commercial and administrative
interests. The noted economist Utsa
Patnaik, based on nearly two centuries of
data on tax and trade, estimated that
Britain drained about $45 trillion during
1765-1938 in different ways. This was 17
times the GDP of the UK. Indians were
fleecedtosupport theadvancementof the
UK. During the 200 years of colonial rule,
therewas almost no increase in per capita
income; during the last half of the 19th
century, income in India dropped by half;
the average life expectancy dropped by a
fifth during 1870-1920. India would have
emergedasaneconomicpowerhouse if its
revenueswereinvestedwithinthecountry.
Thehumiliatingexperiencesof the last

millennium should guide us. The first
lessonis—unitedwestand,dividedwefall.
An emotionally integrated India offers the
best defence against both internal and
external threats and challenges. We need
to knit an India based on the principles of
democratic-righteous governance that
upholds equality of all and equal
opportunities forall.Weneedtoempower
every Indian with the necessary tools to
realisehis orher fullest potential. A strong
sense of Indianness that supersedes all
other identitiesandadeepcommitmentto
national interest shouldguideouractions.
In the present global order, it is the

economic power that enables a nation to
have its say.We need to fully harness our
economic potential. For this, we need to
scale new heights in scientific,
technological, industrial and human
resource development domains. The
effective functioning of the legislatures,
judiciary and the executive should be
ensuredbyremovingall the impediments.
As wemove closer to celebrate the 75

years of our independence, our motto
shouldbe—performorperish.Thisapplies
to all individuals and institutions. Realise
your strength, build on them and create a
united, prosperous India.

Thewriter is Vice-President of India

GRAND FUNCTION

THISREFERSTOthereport,‘Modimarks
themandir’ (IE, August 6). The bhumi
poojanof theRamTemplewas agrand
function. Keeping aside political differ-
ences, wemust appreciate theway in
whichtheeventwasorganised,giventhe
COVIDpandemic.Infact,NarendraModi
aptlyendedhisspeechwithamessageto
all:“dogazkidoori,maskzaroori”

MDAthalye,Dombivili

CHECK THE DELUGE
THIS REFERS TO the report,
‘UncommonfloodinginSouthMumbai’
(IE, August 6). The floodingwhere the
seamergeswiththeroadwasunprece-
dentedandclearlyduetothelandrecla-
mation in that stretch because of the
coastalroadconstruction.Thisisbound
to be a recurring experience in future
whenhigh tide, combinedwithheavy
rainswillresultinsimilarsituationsand
progressively worsen as seal levels
gradually rise over a period of time, as
predictedbyexperts.

RontuBasu,Mumbai

DEITY AND TEMPLE
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Brickand
milestone’ (IE, August 6). The excessive
enthusiasm shownby PrimeMinister
NarendraModiwhiledrawingaparallel
between the freedomstruggle and the
struggleforconstructionofRamTemple
atAyodhya, istotallymisplaced. Itoblit-

eratesthefinelinebetweenthestateand
the sect. In comparison, former Prime
MinisterJawaharlalNehrudescribedde-
velopmentalprojectssuchastheBhakra
Nangal damas the temples ofmodern
India.

KLSharma,Gurugram

IMPROVE MGNREGA
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'With
MGNREGA'S help' (IE, August 6). The
scheme’s role inmitigating rural dis-
tresshasbroughttolightitsrealpoten-
tial.Morereformscouldimproveitsef-
ficacy.One,createarepositoryofskilled
workers. Two, increase theminimum
wagetoRs375.Three, rolloutasimilar
schemeforcities.

SagarGaneshBorade,Thane

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

AREJUDGESSPECIALorisjusticespecial?It’s
an interesting question and not because it’s
atrickyone.Actually,it’stheissueattheheart
of the debate around the Lawof Contempt.
It’s been discussed before but two cases of
contempt against the human rights lawyer
PrashantBhushanintheSupremeCourthave
brought itback intosharpfocus.
Thefirstcontemptcase,calledtheTehelka

case, dates back to 2009 and hasn’t been
heardforthelasteightyears.Whyinthemid-
dleofaCOVIDcrisis,whentheSupremeCourt
isonly functioningvirtuallyandmanycases
arerejectedbecausethereis“noextremeur-
gency”, has this case been given priority?
When the Court cannot find time for the
Citizenship Amendment Act or habeas cor-
puspetitions from JammuandKashmir, are
wetobelievethiscase ismore important?
Of course, the Court’s concerns are alle-

gations regarding the judiciary and corrup-
tion,made by Prashant Bhushan and pub-
lished by Tehelka. But if this has really
scandalisedtheCourthowcomeitdidn’tact
for 11 years? The second contempt case is
mystifying. It arises out of one of Bhushan’s
tweets commentingonaphotographof the
present Chief Justice. The Court claims his
tweet“broughttheadministrationof justice
indisrepute…underminingthedignityand

authorityoftheinstitutionofSupremeCourt
in general and the office of the Chief Justice
of India inparticular”.
These twocaseshavebrought contempt

of courtback into focusand that’s the reason
whythequestionIstartedwithisimportant.As
regardsthecasesthemselves,theywereheard
onconsecutivedayslastweek(the4thand5th)
andinbothcasesathree-judgebenchpresided
over by JusticeArunMishra reserved judge-
ment.It’sexpectedinaweekor10days.Ifgood
senseprevailsheoughtnottobesentenced. I
nowwanttoturntowhatoughttoconstitute
good sense in thismatter. The answer to the
questionattheverystarthingesuponit.
Theconceptofcontemptisacenturiesold

Britishlawabolishedin2013.Atthetimethe
BritishLawCommissionsaidthepurposewas
not just “preventing thepublic fromgetting
thewrongideaof judges…butwherethere
are shortcomings it’s equally important to
prevent the public from getting the right
idea”. In otherwords, one intentionwas to
hide judicial corruption.Theconcept, there-
fore,clashedwiththeneedfortransparency
butalso freedomof speech.
As far back as 1968, Lord Denning,

Britain’s formerMasterof theRolls, had this
tosayof theLawofContempt:“Letmesayat
once thatwewill neveruse this jurisdiction

asameanstoupholdourowndignity…nor
will we use it to suppress thosewho speak
against us.We do not fear criticism, nor do
weresent it. For there issomethingfarmore
importantatstake. It isnolessthanfreedom
ofspeechitself. It’s therightofeveryman, in
parliamentoroutofit,inthepressoroverthe
broadcast, tomake fair comment, evenout-
spokencomment,onmattersofpublicinter-
est…wemustrelyonourownconductitself
tobe itsownvindication.”
In 1987, after the Spycatcher judgement,

whentheDailyMirrorcalledBritishLawLords
“YouOld Fools” or, in 2016, after the Brexit
ruling, when the Daily Mail called three
judges“EnemiesofthePeople”theBritishju-
diciaryconsciouslyandsensiblyignoredthe
headlines and did not consider contempt
prosecution. In fact, Lord Templeton’s com-
mentontheSpycatcherheadlineisworthre-
calling: “I cannot deny that I amold; it’s the
truth.Whether I ama fool or not is amatter
of perceptionof someoneelse…there isno
needto invokethepowersof contempt.”
Asimilarpositionwasadoptedina2008

lecturebyJusticeMarkandeyKatju:“Ifaper-
son callsme a fool, whether inside court or
outsideit, Iforonewouldnottakeactionasit
doesnotpreventmefromfunctioning,andI
wouldsimplyignorethecommentorelsesay

thateveryoneisentitledtohisopinion.After
allwordsbreaknobones”.
More importantly, Justice Katju added:

“The test to determine whether an act
amounts to contemptof court ornot is this:
Does itmake the functioning of judges im-
possibleorextremelydifficult?If itdoesnot,
thenitdoesnotamounttocontemptofcourt
even if it’s harsh criticism…the only situa-
tionwhereIwouldhavetotakesomeaction
was if my functioning as a judgewasmade
impossible…after all I have to function if I
wishto justifymysalary.”
I thinkthatanswersthequestionIbegan

with.Whilstjusticeisimportant,judgesmust
not take themselves too seriously. Even if
their amour propre is offended, it does not
meantheinstitutionhasbeenquestionedor
justicebroughtintodisrepute.Judgesdeliver
justice, they do not embody it. They should
never forget theirCourt is supremebecause
it’sfinalnotbecauseit’sinfallible.Whenthey
lapsetheycanbecriticised,butofcourse,po-
litelyandfairly.
I hope the SupremeCourtwill bear this

inmindwhen it pronounces on Bhushan’s
twocases.

Thewriter is a senior journalist
based inDelhi

Courtmustremember:Itissupremebecauseit’sfinalnotbecauseit’sinfallible

The contempt test
Karan Thapar
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CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

NEW RESEARCH has
found that Covid-19 pa-
tients have abnormal
liver test results at high
rates.Whilethishasalso
been shown in previous
studies, the rates have
now been found to be
much higher. Previous
studies in China found
that approximately 15%
of Covid-19 patients 19
hadabnormal livertests.
The new study by Yale Liver Center,
whichlookedretrospectivelyat1,827
COVID-19 patientswhowere hospi-
talized in theYaleNewHavenHealth

system betweenMarch
andApril, foundthat the
incidence of abnormal
liver tests was between
41.6% and 83.4% of pa-
tients, dependingon the
specific test.
The new study ap-

pears in Hepatology. It
alsofoundthathigherlev-
els of liver enzymes —
proteins releasedwhen
the liver is damaged —

wereassociatedwithpooreroutcomes
forthesepatients,includingICUadmis-
sion,mechanicalventilation,anddeath.

Source:YaleUniversity

PAPER
CLIP

NEWRESEARCH

Link found between poor liver
tests and Covid-19 outcomes

C VID-19VACCINETRACKER

IF RUSSIA sticks to its statedplan, the
first novel coronavirus vaccine could
becomea reality thisweek.At least, it
will clear the regulatory approvals.
Russiahaspreviouslyannouncedthat
avaccinebeingdevelopedbyMoscow-
basedGamaleyaInstituteincollabora-
tionwith the country’s defencemin-
istrywould be approved by
August12, and that itwould
bemadeavailable for public
usebySeptember.Thecoun-
tryplans tostartmassvacci-
nationsstartingOctober.
The superfast speed at

which it has beenproduced
—other candidates are unlikely to be
readybeforeatleasttheendoftheyear
—has led to scepticism regarding the
safetyandeffectivenessof theRussian
vaccine.Especiallyso,sincethehuman
trials,which take several years innor-
mal circumstances, have been com-
pletedinlessthantwomonths.Russia

claims thiswasmadepossible due to
thefactthatthevaccinecandidatevery
closely resembles a vaccine forMERS,
causedbyanothercoronavirus,thathas
alreadybeentestedextensively.Butat
leastBritain,accordingtoanewsreport
inLondon’sTelegraphnewspaper,has
decidedagainstusingtheRussianvac-

cineonitspeople.
Meanwhile, the phase-II

and phase-III trials of the
OxfordUniversityvaccineare
expected to begin in India
thisweek.Thetrialsaretobe
conducted by Pune-based
Serum Institute of India, the

world’s largestmanufacturer of vac-
cinesbyvolume.Thecompanygotthe
regulatory nod lastweek for trials on
about16,000volunteers.Thevaccine,
beingproduced in collaborationwith
pharmamajorAstraZeneca, is under-
going phase-III trials in some other
countriesaswell.

Russia claims vaccine soon,
but speed raises questions

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI,AUGUST9

WITHSERUMInstituteofIndia,BharatBiotech
andZydusCadilaprogressinginthetestingof
theirCovid-19vaccinecandidates,sitesacross
Indiawillbelookingatenrollingvolunteersfor
mid-tolate-stagehumantrials.Alookatwho
ischosen,how,andwhatelsethetrialprocess
involves:

Whoisavolunteer?
If a product is undergoing clinical trials, it

meanseitherthatithasneverbeenusedbefore
orthatithasneverbeenusedtotreatthecon-
ditionforwhichthetrialsarebeingconducted.
Thetrialsaimtofindout if it is safeandeffec-
tive. Inavaccinetrial, theaimistocheckhow
well itwill protect a population by building
theirimmunityagainstaparticularpathogen.
Whenhealthypeoplewhohavenotbeen

exposedtoaparticularillnessconsenttobein-
jectedwith doses of the vaccine, they are
knownasvolunteers,participantsortrialsub-
jects. Researchersobservethesevolunteersto
determinewhether the vaccine is safe to be
giventothecommunityatlarge.
“The first and foremost benefit of having

volunteers for these trials is that you help
progressscience,”saidDrChiragTrivedi,pres-
identoftheIndianSocietyforClinicalResearch
(ISCR).“But,remember,itisabsolutelyvolun-
taryforthepersontoparticipate.”Hesaidthe
volunteer can also choose to back out of the
trial later,evenafterit isunderway.

Whataretheeligibilitycriteria?
Eachtrialusesaspecificsetofcriteriatode-

termineifapersoniseligibletoparticipate,ac-
cording to ISCR. This includes factors like age
and illnesses. Thecriteriaaremodifiedas the
trialsprogress,astheresearcherstrytounder-
standwhethertheshotswillalsoprotectthose
morevulnerable.
For the first phaseof the trials of their re-

spectiveCovid-19vaccine candidates, Bharat
Biotech(Covaxin)andZydusCadila(ZyCov-D)
werelookingatenrollingpeoplebetweenages
18-55. Researchers also excluded applicants
basedonwhethertheyhaddiseasesorcondi-
tions like asthma, allergies, highbloodpres-
sure,ordiabetes.

Whathasbeenmodifiedsince?
WithCovaxin,ZyCov-DandtheOxfordvac-

cine candidate (Covishield) havingmoved to
the secondphase of testing in India, the age
group of those who can participate has
widened.ZyCov-D’sphaseIItrialsareenrolling

thoseaged12andabove,Covaxinisenrolling
those aged12-65,while theCovishield trials
willreportedlyenrolthoseaged18andabove.
“Phase-wise,werelaxtherangeoftheage

groupstestedbecauseoftheobjectivethatisto
bestudied. Inphase I, themainobjective is to
testthesafetyandsideeffects...butinphaseII,
immunogenicitybecomesobjectivenumber
oneandsideeffectsare thesecondaryobjec-
tive,” saidDrEVenkataRao, theprincipal in-
vestigatorinoneof thesetrials.“InphaseIII, it
istheefficacytrialstocheckhowusefulitisin
thecommunity(vaccinated).”
Peoplewhohaveparticipated inone trial

arenoteligibleforanother,becauseitmaylead
to“crosscontamination”bythemedicalprod-
uctsbeingtested,skewuptheresultsandeven
bedangerousforthevolunteer.

Howdoesoneenrol?
Once a site receives approval to conduct

clinical trials, it can advertise for volunteers,
providedtheadvertisementisclearedbyethics
committees.Thosekeenonvolunteeringcan
alsosearchindependentlyontheClinicalTrial
RegistryofIndia,whichlistsoutlocationsfora
specific trial, alongwith contact numbers. In
thepast,someparticipantshavealsofoundtri-
als toparticipate inby contactingbodies like
ISCR,Trivedisaid.
Locations suchas the InstituteofMedical

Sciences and SUM Hospital-Odisha’s
DepartmentofCommunityMedicinehaveset
upwebsites for prospective volunteers. “We
also have a form that helps people check
whethertheyareeligibletoregisterforthetri-
als,”saidRao.

Whathappensaftertheyregister?
The trial sitemay call in the volunteer as

partof itsenrolmentprocess,which includes
ensuring that they are consenting only after
theyhaveunderstoodalldetails. “Weexplain
toeachvolunteerseparatelythatthisisthepur-
pose of the study, these are the advantages,
thesearethedisadvantagesandthisisthepro-
cedure,”saidRao.
Thisisusuallydoneovercamera,whereau-

dio-visualinformedconsentistaken.Thevol-
unteeristhentestedtoseewhetherheorshe
iseligibleforthetrial. InthecaseoftheCovid-
19 vaccine trials, thiswould include tests to
makesuretheprospectivevolunteerhasn’tal-
ready been exposed to the virus —which
wouldmakethemineligible.

Dovolunteersgetpaid?
UnderIndianregulations,volunteersdonot

receiveanyremunerationforparticipating in
trials. According toexperts, there is apre-ap-
provedstandardoperatingprocedureforeach
trial,whichallowscompensationforfoodand
travelwheneverthevolunteerhastovisitthe
site,butthisisanominalamount.
“TherearepoorandneedypeopleinIndia.

If you are trying to give compensation to in-
centivise themto join, then, at theendof the
day, therewill be somekindof pressure (on
them) to take a risk,” saidRao, adding this is
“ethicallyincorrect”.

Whataretherisksinvolved?
Accordingtoclinicaltrialpractitioners,hu-

mantrialsareusuallynotsupposedtoleadto
extremeadversereactions.Thisisbecausethe

producthas alreadygone throughaphaseof
testingonanimalswithgeneticcodessimilar
tohumansandisbeingtestedonhumansonly
afterregulatoryscrutinyandapprovals.
A Data and Safety Monitoring Board

(DSMB)issetupforeachtrial tostudythein-
formationcollectedthroughouttheprocess.It
canevenrecommendthatatrialbestoppedif
thereisamajorcauseforconcern.
Even after the trial is completed and the

vaccine ismarketed, clinical centres are sup-
posedto“meticulously”observethebloodlev-
els of those injected, the ability of the shot to
produceanimmuneresponseandsideeffects,
saidRao. Volunteers inmost of theCovid-19
vaccinetrialsaroundtheworldhavereported
manageable side effects such as headaches,
fevers, itchingandswelling.

Canaclinicaltrialgowrong?
Despite pre-clinical testing and DSMB

checks, trials can still gowrong. According
to HealthMinistry data, 1,443 peoplewho
hadparticipatedinclinicaltrialsinIndiahad
diedofseriousadverseeventsbetween2015
and 2018. At least 88 of these deathswere
known to be due to serious adverse events
related to the trials.
Thereisnoclearinformationonwhattype

ofvolunteersthesewere(whilevaccinetrials
recruithealthyvolunteers,peoplewhoarere-
allysickalsoparticipateincertaintypesoftri-
als). Thedeaths could includecritically ill pa-
tientswho are not responding to available
treatmentandareenrolledintrials foranew,
potentiallylife-savingtreatment.
Things can also gowrong if regulations

meant to safeguardparticipants are not fol-
lowed. In 2010, sevenof 23,000girls in India
whowere injectedwith a human papillo-
mavirus (HPV)vaccineaspart of a studyhad
died. In 2013, a Parliamentary Standing
Committee observed that those conducting
thestudyattemptedtocircumventthe"ardu-
ous" and "strictly regulated" route of clinical
trialsbycallingita“demonstrationproject”.

Whathappensif itgoeswrong?
India’s clinical trial rulesprovide fora for-

mula to compensateparticipantswhodieor
experience injuries, includingdisabilities, re-
latedtoclinicaltrials.
Basedonthisformula,thecompensation

wouldrangefromRs2lakhtoasmuchasRs
74lakh,dependingonfactorslikehowlikely
theparticipantwastodie if theyhadn'tpar-
ticipated inthetrials, accordingtoTrivedi. If
ahealthyyoungvolunteerdies, theirnextof
kinwould get the “maximum” compensa-
tion,hesaid.
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KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, JULY9

ON SUNDAY, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singhannouncedanegative imports listof
weapons, military equipment and plat-
formswith101itemsthatwillhaveanem-
bargoontheir imports.

What is thenegative imports list?
Itmeans that theDefenceMinistrywill

stop importing these 101 items, and the
ArmedForceswillprocureallof thesefrom
domesticmanufacturers.Themanufactur-
ers could be private sector players or de-
fencepublic sectorundertakings.
AspertheStockholmInternationalPeace

Research Institute,which tracks global de-
fenceexportsandimports,Indiahasbeenthe
world’s second largest importer between
2014and2019,at$16.75billion.
Singhcalledthenegativeimportlista“big

step towards self-reliance in defence”. He

said itwill givedomesticpublic andprivate
players a “great opportunity” tomanufac-
ture the items in thenegative list “by using
theirowndesignanddevelopmentcapabil-
ities or adopting the technologies” that can
be designed by theDRDO “tomeet the re-
quirementsof theArmedForces”.
Thegovernmenthasbeenhopingthede-

fencemanufacturingsectorcanplayalead-
ingroleinboostingtheeconomy,notjustfor
thedomesticmarket,butthroughexportsas
well.Lastweek,ithadannouncedadraftde-
fenceproductionandexportpolicy,aimingat
aRs1.75lakhcroreturnoverforthedefence
manufacturingindustryby2025.
However, Sunday’s embargo list is

meant largely for thedomesticmarket.

Whatdoes it include?
Thegovernmentsaidthelist“comprises

of not just simplepartsbutalso somehigh
technologyweapon systems like artillery
guns,assaultrifles,corvettes,sonarsystems,
transportaircrafts, lightcombathelicopters

(LCHs),radarsandmanyotheritemstoful-
fil theneedsof ourdefenceservices”.
For theArmy, the government said 200

wheeledarmouredfightingvehicles—which
aretobeembargoedfromimportbytheend
of2021—areexpectedtobecontracted,worth
Rs5,000 crore. TheNavy couldplace anor-
derworthRs42,000croreforsixsubmarines,

whichwillbebannedfromimportby2021-
end.Similarly,123LightCombatAircraftMk
1A with an indicative embargo date of
December2020,worthRs85,000crore, are
likelytobeorderedfortheAirForces.
The government estimates thatwithin

thenextsixtosevenyears,contractsworth
Rs4 lakhcroreare tobeplaced,withRs1.3
lakhcroreeach forArmyandAirForceand
Rs1.4 lakhcrore for theNavy.

Howwasthe listcreated?
IthasbeencreatedbytheDepartmentof

Military Affairs (DMA), headed byChief of
DefenceStaffGeneralBipinRawataftercon-
sultingallstakeholders,includingtheArmy,
Navy,AirForce,DRDO,andpublicsectorand
private industryplayers. Singh said the list
is likely to growas “more such equipment
for import embargo would be identified
progressively”by theDMA.

Will itcomeintoeffect immediately?
Notimmediately;butstartingthisyear,

yes. However, not all the 101 itemsmen-
tioned in the list will be embargoed start-
ing thisyear. The list isprogressive.
Singhsaidthatthe“embargoonimports

isplannedtobeprogressivelyimplemented
between 2020 to 2024” and that the gov-
ernmentwants to “apprise the Indian de-
fence industry about the anticipated re-
quirements of the Armed Forces so that
theyarebetterprepared to realise thegoal
of indigenisation”.
Of the 101 items, 69 have an indicative

embargoofDecember2020.Another11have
an indicative embargo of end of next year.
Twelvemoreare likely tobeembargoedby
December 2023, another 8 by the end of
2024,andoneitem(LongRange–LandAttack
CruiseMissile)willnotbeallowedtobeim-
portedafterDecember2025.

Is themovesudden?
It is in linewithwhat the government

hadmentioned back inMay. In her fourth
presentation on the package for an

Atmanirbhar Bharat, Finance Minister
NirmalaSitharamanhadannouncedmeas-
ures to “help reduce huge defence import
bill”, includinganegativeimportslistaspart
of apackage forcreating theecosystemfor
aself-reliantIndia.Shehadsaidthegovern-
mentwould“notifyalistofweapons/plat-
forms for ban on import with year-wise
timelines” andwork on “indigenisation of
importedspares”.
Sitharaman had said the government

wouldcreatea“separatebudgetprovision-
ing for domestic capital procurement”.
This too was announced by the govern-
mentonSunday.Thecapitalprocurement
budget for 2020-21 has been bifurcated
betweendomesticandforeigncapitalpro-
curement routes, with a separate budget
head with an outlay of nearly Rs 52,000
crore for domestic capital procurement
this financial year.
Othermeasures included an increased

FDI limit indefence from49%to74%under
theautomatic route.

How to enrol in a vaccine trial
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

Whoarethevolunteerschosenforavaccinetrial,andhow?Astrialsprogress forthreemajorvaccine
candidates,a lookattherecruitmentandtrialprocess, therisks involved,andthesafeguardstaken

KABIRFIRAQUE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST9

FORDECADES, researchers have examined
whywomen are underrepresented in sci-
ence and associated fields, whether in col-
lege and university or at the workplace.
Studies have found that the reason is often
cultural: Girls grow up believing that boys
arebetteratthesefields,evenwhentheyare
capableof excelling themselves.
Anewstudyhasnowexaminedwhether

these cultural stereotypes are rooted in the
languagesthatpeoplespeak.Ithasfoundthat
genderassociations ina languagedopredict
people’simplicitgenderassociations.Inother
words,thefindingssuggestthatlinguisticas-
sociationsmayberelatedtopeople’simplicit
judgementofwhatwomencanaccomplish.
The study is published in the journal

NatureHumanBehavior.

Words & connections
Theresearchersexamined25 languages

for gender stereotypes that undermine ef-
forts tosupportequalityacrosscareerpaths
in STEM (science, technology, engineering
andmathematics). English andHindiwere
amongthe25 languages.
Specifically, researchersMolly Lewis of

CarnegieMellon University (Pennsylvania)
andGaryLupyan ofUniversityofWisconsin-
Madison examined howwords co-occur
withwomencomparedtomen.“Theimplicit
biases don’t come from any particular
phrases. The bias that we find comes from
lookingatwhichwordsco-occurnexttoeach
otherinalotof text,andwhatwordstendto
have the same neighbors,” Lewis told The
IndianExpressbyemail.
By trainingmachine learningmodelson

large corpora of texts in each language, the
researchersexamined,forexample,howof-
ten‘woman’isassociatedwith‘home’, ‘chil-
dren’ and ‘family’, whereas ‘man’ is associ-
atedwith ‘work,’ ‘career’ and ‘business’.
“We find, for example, that the words

‘man’and‘career’tendtoco-occurwitheach
othermoreoften than ‘woman’ and ‘career’

innearlyall25languagesthatwelookedat,”
Lewis said.

Psychological bias
To quantify implicit gender bias in peo-

ple,theresearchersmeasuredtheirperform-
ance in a psychological task called the
ImplicitAssociationTest.
The results suggested that if one speaks

a languagewithhighgenderbias, thenone
is more likely to have a gender stereotype
thatassociatesmenwithcareerandwomen
with family.
"Ourstudyshowsthatlanguagestatistics

predictpeople's implicitbiases—languages
with greater gender biases tend to have
speakerswithgreatergenderbiases,”Lupyan
said inastatement.
Curiously, countries with a larger older

population were found to have a stronger
biasincareer-genderassociations.Giventhat
India has a young population, did speakers
of Hindi— theonly Indian language among
the 25 studied— show lower implicit bias
thanothers? Lewis replied: “Participants in

India had a relatively low bias to associate
menwithcareerandwomenwithfamilyon
the ImplicitAssociationTask.”

The STEM connection
Thestudyusedagenderequalitymetric

reported by UNESCO— the percentage of
women among STEM graduates in tertiary
education. It found that countries with
weaker associations betweenmen and ca-
reer tended to havemorewomen in STEM
fields. However, therewas no relationship
betweenthepercentageofwomeninSTEM
fieldsandthe language’sexplicit genderas-
sociationmeasure,asquantifiedinthestudy.

Limitations
Theresultsarecorrelational,althoughthe

researchers said the findings do suggest a
causal influence. They also noted that the
Implicit Association Test used in the study
has been criticised for low reliability. They
have called for additional work to explore
languagestatisticsandimplicitassociations
withgender stereotypes.

How language leads to gender bias in science
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enterphase-IIandphase-III trials in India too.Reuters

LightCombatAircraftTejas.123LCA
are inthenegative imports list .ANI

Defence embargo list: themilitary equipment govtwill cease to import

New Delhi



SUNNYVERMA: Inrecentyears, the
faithandtrustofpeople intheIndian
bankingsystemhavebeenshakentoa
greatextent.What is thewayout?
Therearetwowaystocreatethistrust.

One,youhaveablanketdepositinsurance,
which is thatnomatterhowlarge thede-
posits are, there is some government
agencywhichisbackingitup.Government
resourcesarelimitedandsodepositinsur-
anceisnotuptothehighestpossiblelevel.
And second, therefore, to substitute for
public depositing insurance, you have to
create a private deposit insurance. This is
actually creating large amounts of equity
capital inthebanksothatthelossabsorp-
tion capacity is tremendous. The onus on
theregulator,therefore,istomaintainvery
highlevelsofbankcapitalatallpoints.
What theworld is learningover ape-

riodof timeisthatyouneedthreemecha-
nisms in place at once. You require a cer-
tainamountofdepositinsuranceprovided
bythecountry,butbecauseoffundingcon-
straints, that is not possible 100per cent.
Second,youneedadequate levelsof bank
capital,andtheglobalbestpracticehereaf-
tertheglobalfinancialcrisisisthatyouhave
todoastresstest.Youhavetovisualise:can
the bridgewithstand cyclonic levels of
windorcollapse.Thesameway,youhave
tovisualisewhatkindofmacro-economic
stress,sectoralstressorasset-qualitystress
can arise and canbankswithstand it. You
need to shore up the capital levels high
enoughsothatthestressescanbehandled
withoutdamagingtheentireconstruction.
Andthird,despitethesemeasures,ifthe

lossesstillarise,youneedtorespondtothe
deterioration of the bank balance sheet
ahead of depositors actually showing up
andaskingfortheirmoney.So,theregula-
torhastoactpreemptivelytoputthebank
intowhatonecanconsiderassortofrepair.
Thismayinvolvesellingthebanktoanew
setof equityownerswhocanbring in the
capital, itmay require changing theman-
agement of the bank, itmay require put-
tingrestrictionsontheabilityofthebankto
lend until certain underwriting and risk-
managementpracticesareput inplace.

GEORGEMATHEW:Theconflict
betweenthegovernmentandthe
ReserveBankof India alsoseemstobe
growing.Whyisthat?
WhatIamtryingtoexplaininthebook

tooisthatthereisactuallyaverydeeprea-
son as to why this conflict is rising. The
reason is that the government has not
stuck to its fiscal targets. They are trying
todotoomuchintheshortrun.Theywant
totakeonmoreandmorerevenueexpen-
dituresofvarioustypeswithoutfirstput-
ting the economy on a sustainably high
growthratepath.Giventhenatureofour
politicalcycle, someelectionortheother
is always around the corner, and then
there is adesire in theentire administra-
tion to start showing high growth num-
bers in one way or the other. So we set
ourselvestheseshort-termtargetsinstead
of building structurally an economy that
is going to be right for the next decade.
Whathappensthenisthatifyouhavehad
agrowthslowdown,thenitbecomeseven
more imperative that you focus on the
structural and transformational changes
because thatwill arrest the growth slide.
Thosemeasures are hard, they require
clarityof thinking, they require a little bit
of conviction, and they require somepo-
liticalcapitaltobepushedthrough.Butin-
stead, there starts thismovementwhere
everyonewantstoturntothecentralbank
tosolvetheirproblemsbyaccommodating
all kinds of requests. There is request for
coercivelymonetising the debt for divi-
dend or deficitmonetisation. And, at the
otherend,theywanttosimplyrelaxbank
capital requirement because theywant
public sector banks to lend and create
short-termboosts to growth,what I call
ascredit-ledstimulus.Itisveryexpedient
to turn to the central bank all the time to
accommodatewhatareinmyviewdeeper
fiscalandstructural issues.
Ithinkthewayoutisatwo-prongedat-

tack. First,wehave toget the fiscal house,
thefiscaldebtbackinorder.Wehavebeen
slippingeveninnormalyears...Youhaveto
demonstrateadherencetotargetsinatrue
economic sense. I thinkwenowneed in-
stitutional reforms tomake this happen.
Andsecond,wereallyneedto invest in fi-
nancialstability inalong-termsense.
There is always a tendency towant to

turn to the central bank and relax rules it
has in place for financial stability. I think
thisistheprimaryreasonwhyconflictsare
arising.Thecentralbankwhichistryingto
doitsjobforfulfillinglong-termobjectives
is then constantly getting pulled to fulfill
short-termdemands,whichisnotalways
inthelong-runinterestof theeconomy.

HARISHDAMODARAN:Youhavebeen
emphasisingalotonfiscaldominance
andhowitisconstrainingthe
autonomyofcentralbanksetc.But
lookatwhatishappeningintheworld.
Thericheconomiesaretalkingof

somefourtrilliondollars, fivetrillion
dollars...Everycentralbankisbeing
askedtomonetisethegovernment’s
deficits.Thereissomuchliquiditybut
noinflation.So,whatishappening?
There are three aspects to it. First,

thesearecountriesthathavegrownwell
forlongstretchesof time.Theirpercapita
incomeisvery,veryhigh.Second, froma
legal, institutional and financial infra-
structuresense,thesearedevelopedmar-
kets. They have an automatic stabiliser,
which is that when events such as the
global financial crisis and Covid-type
shocks arise, the world’s savings have a
tendency tomigrate towards thesehard
currencies. I thinkweneedtodistinguish
these countries from emergingmarkets
whichhavenotgrowninarobustwayfor
longperiodsof time.
Andthird,Iwouldsaythattheyarenot

hard currencies in the sense that while
eachindividualcountrymightnotneces-
sarily have defaulted, over a period of
time,countriesthathavethesecharacter-
isticshaveatendencytonotrepaythefor-
eigncreditors andwant to save the taxes
for domestic expenditures. So there is a
reasonwhy investorsworry about these
kindsofsituationsarisingthathavepunc-
tuated the histories of these countries
overaperiodoftime.Now,thereisasense
that India has never defaulted. But we
were very close to having a serious bal-
ance of payments crisis in the early ’90s
and assistance from the International
Monetary Fundhelpedus tide over it. So
thisdifferencehas tobekept inmind.

PVAIDYANATHANIYER:Asthe
pandemiccontinues,thefiscal
assistanceforthedistressedbytheRBI
andGovernmentof Indiahasbeen
marginal.Ourowncalculation
suggeststhatit isnotmorethan1-1.2
percentof theGDP.Also,muchofwhat
hasbeendoneremainsonthe
monetaryside,throughliquidity
infusionsetc.Doyouthinkour
responsecouldhavebeenbetter?
It’snotaneasysituationforanyof the

policymakers. It is a very large, unprece-
dentedshock.Battlesarebeingfoughtnot
just on the macro-economic front, but
alsoonthehealthfront…Thereareafew
points.Whywasourinitialconditionsuch
thatwe did not havemuch fiscal buffers
left?We need to have a conversation, a
debate about that point. We have kept
slipping in normal times. And not only
have we slipped on the Fiscal
Responsibility and BudgetManagement
(FRBM)targets in thesenseof theofficial
deficits, but if you look at the real deficit,
ortheunofficialdeficit,thefullpublicsec-
tor borrowing requirement, we have ac-

tuallyslippedbymuchmore.Wegetbor-
rowings done through public sector en-
terprises, we have debts which are se-
cured, for instance, for the Food
Corporation of India through small sav-
ings schemes. Many of these are extra-
budgetaryborrowingswhicharenoteven
fullyrecognisedinourBudget.Soactually
thetruefiscalslippagewasfarworsethan
what has been acknowledged in an offi-
cialsense.Thishasclearlyconstrainedthe
policy space for responseandonceagain
the central bankhas endedupdoing the
heavy lifting, havingcut rates and inject-
ingmassive pools of liquidity, even at a
timewhen the inflation in the country is
actuallyhigh.
…Also, while it is not on the table, I

think we need an independent fiscal
council thatholdsamirrortothegovern-
ment on its expenditures and that vets
everybudgetbeforeit isannounced.Alot
of our budgets seem to show adherence
to FRBM norms simply through two
things— extraordinary growth assump-
tions and this category called disinvest-
ment which is just a residual category.

Whatever is the hole in the budget, they
aregoingtoputthatnumberintothedis-
investmentcategory.Weneedtheseprac-
tices tobebetter.

RAVISHTIWARI:CouldtheRBI’s
communicationwiththegovernment
havebeenbetter, like, intherecent
years, if thoseatthehelm,including
youandUrjitPatel,hadbuiltalliesin
thegovernmentsystem?
Criticism ismostwelcome and there

arethingsthatcouldbedonedifferently…
To everyonewho says we do not know
how towork tactfully, we do not know
howtocommunicate,wedidnotbuildal-
lies,wedidnotbringeveryoneonboard,
my question is when thingswere being
done in that manner, do you have evi-
dence to showme that thenext 10 years
of India’s growthwere great? And I am
fundamentallyquestioningthethesisthat
when the central bank toed the line, and
theway to do thingswas to strike back-
doorcompromises, thewaytomove for-
wardwas to agree to relaxations, recog-
nisingthattherewerepoliticalshort-term
pressures, inmyview,wearepaying the
costof that rightnow.
Why arewenot able to take the nec-

essary expenditures and transfers that
perhaps need to bemade tohouseholds
inthemidstofCovid, isbecausewehave
not had an open debate about the fiscal
situation of the country. A number gets
announcedas the real deficit andevery-
one is happy… everyone in the system
saysohhowcanwequestion therealof-
ficial statistics of the government. But
when they are not right, they are not
right. I want to fundamentally disagree
withthethesisthatthosewhoagreehave
been able to pave a better outcome for
the country.

RAVISHTIWARI:RaghuramRajan,
ArvindPanagariya,Arvind
Subramanian,ViralAcharyaandUrjit
Patelarecompetentprofessionals
whocouldnot findthevaluefortheir
timeandeffort intheIndiansystem.
Howwouldyoudescribeyour
experienceandwouldyoustilladvise
yourpeerstoworkinthissystem?
Weshouldnotinterpretexitsasaprob-

lem. Inmyview,weshouldinterpretexits
asaformofvoice,asaformofdissentthat
thesystemrequirestohavetherightpub-
licdebatesandgettotherightpath…Inmy

view,thegovernmentandthebureaucracy
are stuck in the oldmode of functioning,
even though the Indian economy is no
longer a nationalised era economy. They
are regressing… they need to embrace a
moremarket-basedeconomy.
Iencouragedeveryonewhocontacted

metoapply for thedeputygovernor’spo-
sitionwhenI left.

ANILSASI: Ifyouzoomoutandlookat
thegovernment-centralbank
relationship,therealsoseemstobea
symbioticrelationshipthere.
Governmentsperiodicallyrunlarge
revenuedeficits,withthecentralbank
subscribingtoitsbondsinopen
market,gettinginterestonit,which
becomesitsprofitorsurplus,andthen
thereispressurefromthegovernment
togetthatbackasdividend.Isthisa
viciouscycleandisthegovernment
winninginhowtherelationshipis
panningoutnow?
Thecentralbankbalancesheetshould

beviewedinaconsolidatedmannerwith
thegovernmentbalancesheet.Thisisbe-
cause the central bank’s profit at some
pointortheotherisultimatelygoingtogo
back to the government. So, when the
government is trying to getmore out of
thecentralbank, all that it isdoing is try-
ing to move forward, what is going to
cometo it later…
...Themaindifferencebetweendeficit

financing andmarket borrowing is that
no signals will be generated about at
what cost you are borrowing this in the
market. Because the central bank is es-
sentiallydoing itasanoff-market trans-
action or buying these bonds from the
government. In my view, the desire for
thecentralbankbalancesheetcomeses-
sentially from thismyopia andwanting
to say that we are meeting short-term
targets.Butultimatelythis is theconsol-
idated debt of the public exchequer.
Whatever deficit you have incurred,
whetheritisfundedbythecentralbankor
themarkets, it isthedebtof thepublicex-
chequer. And you get some temporary
benefit because the cost of borrowing is
notatthemarketrates.Butifpreciselybe-
cause you are not borrowing at market
rates,themarketdisciplineislost,andthe
debtsustainabilityactuallystartsslipping,
ultimately you could have a bigger long-
termproblemonyourhandeventhough
youkeptyourshort-termborrowingcost
tobe fine.
This is the essenceofwhy the central

bankissupposedtobeindependent,why
deficit monetisation is not always
favoured,why the FRBMAct of 2003 ex-
plicitlypreventedtheRBIfrombuyingthe
ad-hoc treasury bills directly in the pri-
marymarket.Thesethingsarenotgetting
enoughattention.

‘Can’t make transfers to households in Covid
because we haven’t had an open debate on fisc’
FormerReserveBankof IndiaDeputyGovernorViralAcharya talksabouthowtorevive trustandfaithof depositors in the Indianbankingsystem,blames
push forshort-termgrowthfor theconflictsbetweengovtandRBI, andcalls foran independent fiscal council tovet thegovt’sexpenditureandBudget

Senior Assistant Editor
Sunny Verma moderated
the exchange with
Viral Acharya

Acharya’s October 2018
speech, where he spoke
about the “catastrophic”
impact of transferring
excess reserves from the
central bank to the
government, brought the
tussle between the
Finance Ministry and the
RBI out in the open. In
July 2019, the former RBI
deputy governor quit his
post, six months before
his term was scheduled
to end. He now serves as
the C V Starr Professor
of Economics in the
Department of Finance
at New York University’s

Stern School of Business.
His latest book, Quest for
Restoring Financial
Stability in India, has
kicked off a debate on the
RBI’s autonomy and
fiscal dominance

To everyone who says we do not know how to work tactfully... we did not build allies, we did not
bring everyone on board, my question is when things were being done in that manner, do you

have evidence to show me that the next 10 years of India’s growth were great?
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MAURITIUS

RACE TOCONTAINOIL SPILL
Thousands of students, activists and residents of Mauritius were working around
the clock Sunday, trying to reduce the damage to the Indian Ocean island from an
oil spill after a tanker ran aground on a coral reef. An estimated 1 tonne of oil from
the Japanese ship's cargo of 4 tonnes has already escaped into the sea, officials said.

BRITAIN

Spectacles
believedtobe
wornbyGandhi
emergeatauction
APAIRofgold-platedspecta-
cles believed to have been
worn byMahatmaGandhi
andpresentedasagiftinthe
1900shave emergedon the
UKauctioncircuit,estimated
to fetch between £10,000
and £15,000. East Bristol
Auctions in Hanham,
England, said Sunday they
werepleasantlysurprisedto
find thespectacles, dropped
throughtheir letterboxinan
envelope,may have such a
richhistory behind it. “It’s a
huge find of great historical
importance.Thevendorhad
presumed themtobe inter-
esting,butofnovalueanddid
tellmetodisposeof them‘if
they’renotworthanything’,”
saidauctioneerAndyStowe.
“I thinkhenearly fell off his
chairwhenwepresentedour
valuation. It’s a really great
auctionstoryandonethatwe
alldreamof,”hesaid.

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

USA

1killedinshooting
at‘blockparty’
inWashington
AT LEAST three shooters
opened fire during a large,
unauthorised gathering of
people inWashingtonearly
onSunday,killingateenager
andwounding20others,in-
cluding a critically injured
policeofficer,authoritiessaid.
Thegunfirebrokeoutduring
a gathering of hundreds of
peopleinasoutheastdistrict
of the nation’s capital, D.C.
Metropolitan Police Chief
Peter Newsham and
WashingtonMayorMuriel
Bowsersaidatapressconfer-
ence. Localmedia called the
event an “unsanctioned
blockparty” in a residential
neighborhood. Bowser said
it violated the city’s coron-
avirus-inducedbanon large
public meetings of more
than50people.REUTERS

JAPAN

Nagasakiurges
nukebanon75th
anniversaryofUS
atomicbombing
THE JAPANESE city of
NagasakionSundaymarked
its 75th anniversary of the
US atomic bombing, with
themayorandsurvivorsurg-
ingworldleaderstodomore
for a nuclearweapons ban.
At11.02am,themomentthe
B-29bomberdroppeda4.5-
tonne plutonium bomb
dubbed“FatMan”,Nagasaki
survivors and other partici-
pantsstoodinaminuteofsi-
lence to honormore than
70,000 dead. TheAugust 9,
1945, bombing came three
daysaftertheUSdroppedits
first atomic bomb on
Hiroshima.AP

ANTHONYIZAGUIRRE
&MATTHEWDALY
WASHINGTON,AUGUST9

MAIL PILING up. Constant at-
tacksfromthePresident.Cutsto
overtime as record numbers of
ballots are expected to pass
throughpostoffices this fall.
Thesuccessofthe2020pres-

idential election couldhinge on
a most unlikely government
agency: the US Postal Service.
Currentsignsarenotpromising.
ThePostalServicealreadywas

facingquestionsoverhowitwould
handletheexpectedspikeofmail-

inballots due to the coronavirus
pandemic,butseveraloperational
changesimposedbyitsnewleader
have led tomail backlogs across
theUnitedStatesasrumorsofad-
ditional cutbacks swirl, fuelling
worriesabouttheNovembervote.
“It seems like they’re just try-

ingtoturncustomersawayfrom
thepostoffice,”saidJimSizemore,
president of the PostalWorkers
UnionchapterintheCincinnatire-
gion.Hesaidhisofficesarebehind
ondeliveriesbecauseofnewrules
specifyingwhenmailcangoout.
The pandemic has forced

states to expand voting bymail
asasafealternativetoin-person

pollingplaces. That’s led topre-
dictionsofananunprecedented
amount of mail voting in the
presidential election.
Trailinginthepolls,President

Donald Trumphas been sowing

public distrust in the Postal
Service’sabilitytoadequatelyde-
liverballotsandhassaidallowing
morepeople tovotebymailwill
result inrampantcorruption.
The agency’s new leader,

PostmasterGeneralLouisDeJoy,a
former supply-chain CEOand a
majordonortoTrump,haspushed
cost-cuttingmeasurestoeliminate
overtimepayandholdmail until
thenextday if postaldistribution
centersarerunninglate.
DeJoy is the first postmaster

generalinnearlytwodecadeswho
isnotacareerpostalemployee.
DeJoy has said repeatedly

that the Postal Service is in a fi-
nanciallyuntenablepositionand
needs to rein in expenses. This
past week, it reported $2.2 bil-
lion in losses during the three
months thatended in June.
Memosfrompostoffice lead-

ershipdetailedaneliminationof
overtimeandahaltingof latede-
livery trips that are sometimes
neededtomakesuredeliveriesar-
riveontime.Onedocumentsaidif
distribution centres are running
behind,“theywillkeepthemailfor
thenextday.”Anothersaid:“One
aspectof thesechanges thatmay
bedifficultforemployeesisthat—
temporarily—wemay seemail
left behindormail on thework-
roomfloor ordocks.”Additional
recordsoutlineupcomingreduc-
tions of hours at post offices, in-
cludingclosuresonSaturdays.
Thenewpolicieshaveangered

lawmakersfrombothpartiesand

drawn criticism from former
President Barack Obama, who
saidtheadministrationis“under-
mining the Postal Service in an
electionthat’sgoingtobedepend-
entonmail-inballots.”DeJoyhas
beenthetargetofmultipleletters
fromCongresswhohavecalledon
himtorescindhismeasures.
Democratic leaders Nancy

Pelosi andChuck Schumerhave
writtena letter toDeJoy that said
theoperationalchanges“threaten
the timelydeliveryofmail— in-
cludingmedicinesforseniors,pay-
checks forworkers,andabsentee
ballots for voters—that is essen-
tialtomillionsofAmericans.”AP

MAIL-IN BALLOTS LIKELY TO PLAY A MAJOR ROLE IN NOVEMBER’S VOTE AMID CORONAVIRUS FEARS

US Postal Service emerges as flash point heading into election

HAMIDSHALIZI&
HAMEEDFARZAD
KABUL,AUGUST9

AFGHANISTAN AGREED on
Sunday to release 400 “hard-
core” Taliban prisoners, paving
the way for the beginning of
peace talks aimed at ending
more than19yearsofwar.
Underelection-yearpressure

fromU.S.PresidentDonaldTrump
for a deal allowing him to bring
homeAmerican troops, thewar-
torncountry’sgrandassembly,or
Loya Jirga, on Sunday approved
therelease,acontroversialcondi-
tionraisedbytheTalibanmilitants
tojoinpeacetalks.
“Inordertoremoveanobsta-

cle, allow the start of the peace
processandanendofbloodshed,
the Loya Jirga approves the re-
leaseof400Taliban,”theassem-
blysaid ina resolution.
Minutes later, Afghan

President Ashraf Ghani said,
“Today, Iwillsignthereleaseor-
derof these400prisoners.”
LastweekGhaniinvitedsome

3,200Afghan community lead-
ersandpoliticianstoKabulamid
tightsecurityandconcernsabout
theCOVID-19pandemictoadvise
thegovernmentonwhether the
prisonersshouldbefreed.
Withtherelease, theAfghan

government will fulfil its
pledge to release5,000Taliban
prisoners.
Talks between the warring

Taliban and government will
startinDohathisweek,Western
diplomats said. Ghani appealed
tothehardlineIslamistgroupto
pledge to a complete ceasefire
aheadof talks.
Deliberationovertherelease

of lastbatchofTalibanprisoners,
accused of conducting some of
the bloodiest attacks across

Afghanistan, had triggered out-
rage among civilians and rights
groups who questioned the
moralityof thepeaceprocess.
In 2019 alone, more than

10,000civilianswerekilledorin-
jured in the conflict in
Afghanistan, putting total casu-
alties in the past decade over
100,000,aUnitedNationsreport
said lastyear.
Ahead of the Loya Jirga,

HumanRightsWatchcautioned
thatmany of the prisoners had

been jailedunder “overly broad
terrorism laws that provide for
indefinitepreventivedetention”.
Ghani also called on the

Talibantoimplementacompre-
hensive ceasefire while they
move to talks. Itwasnot imme-
diatelyclearwhetherthiswould
takeplaceorwhethertheinsur-
gentgroupwouldcommittore-
duced violence, with officials
sayingattacks in recentmonths
have sapped trust needed for
successful talks.REUTERS

MICHAELGEORGY
BEIRUT,AUGUST9

LEBANESE PROTESTERS hurled
rocksatsecurityforcesblocking
a road near Parliament on
Sunday in a secondday of anti-
governmentdemonstrationsaf-
ter last week’s devastating ex-
plosion inBeirut.
Firebrokeoutattheentrance

toParliamentSquareasprotest-
ers tried to break into a cor-
doned-off area, Lebanese TV
footageshowed.
Tuesday’s blast of ammo-

nium nitrate killed 158 people
and injured more than 6,000,
compoundingmonthsof politi-
cal and economic collapse and
prompting angry calls for the
government toquit.
Riotpolicewearingbodyar-

mour and carrying batons
clashedwith demonstrators in
chaotic scenes in central Beirut
onSunday.
Thousands of demonstra-

tors were converging on
Parliament Square and nearby
Martyrs’ Square, aReuters cor-
respondent said.
The country’s top Christian

Maronite cleric, Patriarch
BecharaBoutrosal-Rai, said the
cabinet should resign as it can-
not“changethewayitgoverns”.
InformationMinisterManal

Abdel Samad said she was re-

signingonSunday,citingtheex-
plosionandthefailureofthegov-
ernmenttocarryoutreforms.
World powers agreed at an

emergency donor conference
on Sunday to provide “major
resources” to help Beirut re-
cover, pledging not to fail
Lebanon’s people.REUTERS

MAHINDA RAJAPAKSA SWORN IN
SriLankanPresidentGotabayaRajapaksabowsinfrontofhiselderbrotherMahinda after
the latterwassworninasPrimeMinister for the fourthtimeonSunday,atKelaniyaRoyal
Buddhist temple inColombo,after theirpartysecureda landslidevictory inparliamentary
elections thatcementedthefamily’sholdonpower.AP

Afghanistan to release Taliban
prisoners, pavingway for talks
GrandallianceofAfghan leadersagree toremovefinalobstacle forstartingpeacenegotiations

AfghanPresidentAshrafGhaniholdsuptheresolutiononthe lastdayof anAfghanLoya
Jirga,or traditionalcouncil, inKabulonSunday.AP

US-TALIBANDEAL
■TheUSandtheTaliban
signedanagreementinFeb
forapulloutofUStroops
fromAfghanistanin
exchangeforsecurity
guaranteesbytheTaliban.
■Thedealenvisageda
swapinwhichtheAfghan
govtwouldrelease5,000
Talibanprisonersandthe
insurgentsrelease1,000.

THEDELAY
■TheTalibansaidtheyhad
completedaphasedrelease
of1,000prisoners,butthe
Afghangovtpausedafter
releasing4,600Taliban
inmates,sayingthe
remaining400were
imprisonedforcrimestoo
serioustobefreed.

WHATNOW?
■GhanisaidonSundayhe
wouldreleasethe400
prisoners,astheLoyaJirga
recommended.Hesaidthe
Talibanwouldsitdownfor
talkswithinthreedaysof
theprisonersbeingfreed.

KEY TOTALKS

Beirut protesters
hurl rocks as anger
over blast reignites
Lebanoninformationministerresigns

REUTERS
WELLINGTON,AUGUST9

NEWZEALANDmarked100days
withoutadomestictransmission
ofthecoronavirusonSunday,but
warned against complacency as
countries like Vietnam and
Australia which once had the
virusunder control nowbattle a
resurgenceininfections.
New Zealand’s successful

fightagainstCovid-19hasmade
thePacificislandnationof5mil-
liononeofthesafestplacesinthe
worldrightnow.NewZealanders
havereturnedtonormallife,but
authorities are concerned that

peoplewere now refusing test-
ing, not using the government
contacttracingapps,andevenig-
noringbasichygienerules.
“Achieving100dayswithout

communitytransmissionisasig-
nificantmilestone, however, as
weallknow,wecan’taffordtobe
complacent,”Director-Generalof
HealthDrAshleyBloomfieldsaid.
“Wehaveseenoverseashow

quickly thevirus can re-emerge
and spread in places where it
was previously under control,
andwe need to be prepared to
quickly stamp out any future
cases inNewZealand,”hesaid.
New Zealand has 23 active

cases in isolation facilities.
Vietnam, which went for

threemonthswithoutdetecting
any domestic transmission, is
nowracingtocontrolanewout-
break inDanang.

NewZealandPMJacinda
Ardernhasreceived
internationalpraise forher
handlingofpandemic

JEFFMASON
BEDMINSTER,AUGUST9

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
signed executive orders on
Saturday partly restoring en-
hanced unemployment pay-
ments to the tens of millions of
Americanswho lost jobs in the
coronavirus pandemic, as the
United States marked a grim
milestoneof 5millioncases.
Negotiations broke down

this week between theWhite
House and top Democrats in
Congressoverhowbest tohelp
Americanscopewiththeheavy
human and economic toll of
the crisis, which has killed
more than 160,000 people
across the country.
Trumpsaidtheorderswould

provideanextra$400perweek
in unemployment payments,
less than the $600 per week
passedearlierinthecrisis.Some
of themeasures were likely to
face legal challenges, as the US
Constitution givesCongress au-
thorityover federal spending.
“Thisisthemoneytheyneed,

this isthemoneytheywant, this
gives them an incentive to go
backtowork,”thePresidentsaid
ofthelowerpayments.REUTERS

U.S.TOPS5MILLIONCONFIRMEDCORONAVIRUSCASES

Trump signs virus relief order
after talks with Congress fail

REUTERS
TAIPEI, AUGUST9

US SECRETARY of Health and
Human Services Alex Azar ar-
rivedinTaiwanonSundayasthe
highest-level US official to visit
in four decades, a trip con-
demnedbyChinawhich claims
theislandasitsown,furtherirri-
tatingSino-USrelations.
Washingtonbrokeoff official

tieswithTaipei in1979 in favour
ofBeijing.TheTrumpadministra-
tionhasmade strengthening its

supportforthedemocraticisland
apriority,andboostedarmssales.
Beijing has threatened un-

specified countermeasures to
Azar’svisit.
Azar’s trip to Taiwan is to

strengthen economic and pub-
lic-health cooperation with
TaiwanandsupportTaiwan’sin-
ternational role in fighting the
pandemic, according to theUS.
On Monday he will sign a

healthcooperationmemorandum
of understandingwith Taiwan’s
government and visit Taiwan’s
CentresforDiseaseControl.

US health chief in Taiwan
on trip that angered China

TheUSPostalService
reported$2.2billion in
lossesduringthethree
monthsthatendedin
June.Authoritiesare
alreadyputting inplace
cost-cuttingmeasures
aheadof anelection
thatcoulddependon
postalballots.AP

LEBANONHASseenmonths
ofmassprotestsagainstsys-
temiccorruptionevenbefore
Tuesday’sblast.Thedevasta-
tioninBeiruthasbroughtthat
angertoboilingpoint.Butit
alsopresentsaproblemfor
foreigncountriesinsending
much-neededaidtorebuild
Beirut.Survivorspleadedwith
thevisitingFrenchPresident
tonotletgovernmentagents
loottherelief fund.Thishas
resultedintheUS,France,UK,
CanadaandAustraliadeclar-
ingthattheircontributions
wouldgototheLebaneseRed
CrossandUNagencies,notto
thegovernment.

Graft concerns
complicate aid

New Zealand goes 100 days
without new local Covid case

Controversy in
Nepal over
Jaishankar’s
Buddha remarks

Nepal lawmakers
ask leaders not to
split ruling party

YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU,AUGUST9

ASTHEongoingfeudwithinthe
ruling Nepal Communist Party
appeared tobe inching towards
aformalsplit,64parliamentari-
ansonSundayaskedtopleaders
to overcome their differences
andsave theparty.
Themembers,whotogether

constitute over one-third of the
party’s strength in theHouse of
Representatives,saidtheywould
not side with any of the three
leaders—PrimeMinisterKPOli,
senior leader Madhav Kumar
Nepal or Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’—if theygoas faras
splitting theparty.

YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU,AUGUST9

A DAY after External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar described
Buddhaasoneofthetwogreatest
“Indians”, alongwithMahatma
Gandhi, the remark stirred a
diplomaticcontroversyinNepal.
Leaders from the ruling

Nepal Communist Party (NCP)
and the opposition Nepali
Congress expressed anguish
overJaishankar’sstatementwho
said on Saturday that Buddha
andMahatmaGandhiwere the
twogreatest Indians.
“Who are the two greatest

Indians ever that you can re-
member. I would say, one is
GautamBuddha, and the other
isMahatmaGandhi.Notjustthe
greatest Indians that you and I,
as Indians remember. But the
greatest Indians that theworld
remembers,”Jaishankarhadsaid
duringawebinaronSaturday.
NCPleaderandformerPrime

Minister of Nepal, Madhav
Kumar Nepal said Jaishanker’s
statementwas“mischievous”.
Nepal’s Ministry of Foreign

Affairs said, “It is a well-estab-
lished and undeniable fact
provenbyhistoricalandarchae-
ological evidences that Gautam
Buddha was born in Lumbini,
Nepal.Lumbini,thebirthplaceof
Buddha and the fountain of
Buddhism,isoneoftheUNESCO
worldheritagesites.”
“During his visit to Nepal in

2014,thePrimeMinisterof India
H.E.ShriNarendraModihimself,
whileaddressingNepal’slegisla-
ture Parliament, had said that
‘Nepalisthecountrywhereapos-
tleofpeaceintheworld,Buddha,
wasborn’,” theministrysaid.

58 dead amid heavy rain in Pakistan
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
ISLAMABAD,AUGUST9

HEAVYRAINinthelastthreedays
have killed at least 58 people in
Pakistan,officialssaidSunday.
Pakistan’s National Disaster

ManagementAuthority(NDMA)

said thenorthwesternprovince
ofKhyber-Pakhtunkhwawasthe
worst-hit,where19peopledied.
Another 12 died in the

southern province of Sindh,
while10diedinGilgit-Baltistan,
eight in Punjab and eight in
Balochistan, according to the
NDMA, adding that another 15

peoplewere injured.
It said that 158 houseswere

fully destroyed andanother 128
partially damaged across the
county. TheArmy tookup relief
workinSindh,oneoftheworsthit
ares. TheArmysaid a rescueop-
erationwasdoneinDadudistrict
where20villageswereinundated.

USHealthand
Human
Services
SecretaryAlex
Azar (left)
greets
Taiwanese
officersat
Taipeiairport
onSunday.AP
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Market Watch
FPIS NET BUYERS INAUG 1ST WEEK
New Delhi: Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) remained net buyers
in domestic markets by investing a net Rs 8,327 crore in the first
week of August amid better than expected results by big Indian
companies. PTI

‘VOLUMEOFTRANSACTIONSVIAUPISOARS10TIMESCOMPAREDTO IMPS’

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,AUGUST9

MOUNTINGJOBlossesandsalary
cuts across sectors coupledwith
limiteduseofcashduetoCOVID-
19 apprehensions has changed
thespendinghabitsofcitizens,ac-
cordingtodataavailablefromthe
NationalPaymentsCorporationof
India(NPCI).
DuringMay,June,andJuly,for

example, the total number of
transactions done through the
NPCI’sUnifiedPaymentsInterface
(UPI) stood at 1,234.5 million,
1,336.9million, and1,497.3mil-
lion,respectively.
The total valueof transaction

done via UPI in these three
months amounted to Rs 7,707.6
billion, whichwas 24 per cent
higherthanall transactionsdone
through the inter-bank immedi-

atepaymentservice(IMPS).
The reason for UPI, which is

built on the IMPSplatform, out-
stripping the latter as the pre-
ferredmodeofpaymentwasthe
massivedecreaseintheinter-per-
sonal transfer of funds aspeople
optedmoreforprecautionarysav-
ings, officials said, adding that
IMPSismostlyusedbypeoplefor
lending short-term loans to
friendsandfamilyorpayingrents

andotherutilities.
“ForUPI,ifyousee,thevolume

of transactionshas soaredbyup
to10timescomparedtoIMPS.The
total value, however, remains
small as it has become the pre-
ferredcontactlessoptionevenifit
isforsmallpaymentsatyourdaily
grocery stores. Theusageof cash
has remained restricted due to
COVIDfear,”anofficialsaid.
According to data, the total

volumeofcashwithdrawaltrans-
actionsonallplatformssupported
byNPCIduringMay,JuneandJuly
stoodat255.4million,290.3mil-
lion, and 283.9million, respec-
tively.Thetotalvalueofcashwith-
drawnduringthesethreemonths
wasRs3,389. 4 billion. Similarly,
thetotalvolumeofIMPStransac-
tions inMay, June,and Julystood
at166.9million,198.9millionand
222.1million,respectively.Theto-
talvalueof transactionsdonevia
IMPS in these threemonthswas
Rs6,021.2billion.
Goingahead,thisbehaviouris

likelytocontinueaspeopleoptfor
moreprecautionary savings, the
ReserveBankofIndia(RBI)saidin
its Julybulletin. “Looking further
ahead in2020-21, theCOVID-19
pandemic is also expected to in-
ducebehaviouralchangessuchas,
increase in internet-based trans-
actions vis-à-vis cash and card-

basedtransactions,” ithadsaid.
The trendwas also observed

in payments done throughUPI
basedplatformssupportedbypri-
vateplayerssuchasRazorpay.
InareportreleasedinJuly,the

companysaidthataround45per
centofalltransactionsdonethro-
ughitsplatformwereUPI-based,
leavingbehindtransactionsdone
through credit and debit cards,
andevennet-banking.
“UPIisgainingsignificanttrac-

tionsincetheonsetof lockdown.
With time, contact-based pay-
mentmodelssuchasPoS(point-
of-sale) machines will get re-
placedwithnew-age,contact-less
mobile-basedfeaturessuchasdy-
namicQR(quickresponse)codes,
AePS(AadhaarEnabledPayment
System),mATM,contactlessbio-
metric authentication and con-
tactlesscardpaymentsolutions,”
Razorpayhadsaidinitsreport.

BRIEFLY
CVDoncertain
importsfrom
Indonesia
NewDelhi: TheCommerce
Ministry’sinvestigationarm
DirectorateGeneralofTrade
Remedieshasrecommend-
edimpositionofprovisional
countervailing duty (CVD)
on certain steel products
fromIndonesiatoguarddo-
mesticmanufacturersfrom
subsidisedimports. PTI

TKMforaysinto
compactSUV
segment
NewDelhi:ToyotaKirloskar
Motor(TKM)announcedits
entryintothecompactSUV
segmentinIndiawiththeall
newToyotaUrbanCruiser—
its youngest SUV. “Wewill
sharemoredetailsaboutthe
car and the launch in the
daystocome,”NaveenSoni,
seniorvicepresident—Sales
andServices,TKM,said. ENS

‘Non-personal
dataplanjolts
UStechgiants’
NewDelhi: India’s plan to
regulate “non-personal”
data has joltedUS tech gi-
antsAmazon,Facebookand
Google, and a group repre-
sentingthemispreparingto
pushback against the pro-
posals, asper sources anda
letter seen byReuters. The
US-India Business Council
calls imposeddata sharing
“anathema” to promoting
competition. REUTERS

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,AUGUST9

INTHEaftermathof theAir India
ExpressplanecrashatKozhikode
onFridaythatkilled18peoplein-
cludingbothpilots,authoritiesare
looking to reviveplans to extend
the airport’s runway,within the
overall constraint of additional
landbeingunavailablefortheex-
ercise.Earlierplanstoextendthe
runway ran into hurdles on ac-
countofthestategovernmentnot
being able to allocate additional
land to the airport developer
AirportsAuthorityof India(AAI).
On Friday, a Boeing 737-800

aircraftwith191peopleonboard
overshottherunwayatKozhikode
airportafterlandingandfellintoa
35feetdeepgorgeresultinginthe
aircraftbeingbrokenupintothree
parts.“Optionstoexpandtherun-
waywithintheconstraintsarebe-
ing explored,” a senior govern-
mentofficialsaid.
Therunway,whichwas2,850-

metrelongtill2016,wasreduced
byaround100min length toac-
commodate the runway end
safetyarea(RESA).TheRESAatthe
Kozhikoderunwaywasextended
from90min length to240m, in
accordancewith recommenda-
tions of the committee that pro-
posed changes following a simi-
lar incident inMangaloreback in
2010,whichkilled158peopleon
board.RESAisanareaattheendof
the runwaywhere theplane can

sinkinifitovershootsthetarmac.
Alluding that the plan to ac-

quire additional land for expan-
sionof therunwaymayfacebot-
tlenecks in implementation, the
officialsaidthatinthewakeofthe
accident,alternateoptionsarebe-
ing lookedat. Thesemay include
increasing the available landing
distanceby reducing thedimen-
sionsof otheraspectsof the run-
way,orcreatinganartificialstruc-
tureonthegorgethatispartofthe
airportland.
The Indian Express reported

Sunday that back in 2017, AAI,
whichmanages the airport, had
firmed up plans to extend
Kozhikode’s 2,750-mrunwayby
800mandwas awaiting alloca-
tionof landbytheKeralagovern-
ment. Sourcessaid that landwas
not acquired by the state citing

highcostsandlocalresistance.
A senior AAI official told The

IndianExpressthatanyfinalityre-
gardingchalkingupfreshplansfor
extending the runwaywill de-
pendonthereportbytheAircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB),whichisinvestigatingthe
Kozhikodeincident.
Accordingtoofficialstracking

theinvestigation,theill-fatedair-
craft toucheddownwitharound
one-third of the runwayalready
crossed,notleavingthecrewwith
enoughdistanceavailabletobring
theaircrafttoasafehalt intime.
However, an official at the

Directorate General of Civil
Aviationsaidthatthevisibilityand
thetailwindsaffectingtheaircraft
werewithin legal limits and that
the investigatorswere still look-
ingforacauseof theincident.

GREGROUMELIOTIS
&KANISHKASINGH
BENGALURU,AUGUST9

TWITTER INC has approached
TikTok’s ChineseownerByteDa-
nce to express interest in acquir-
ingtheUSoperationsofthevideo-
sharing app, twopeople familiar
withthemattertoldReuters,asex-
pertsraiseddoubtsoverTwitter’s
ability to put together financing
forapotentialdeal.
It is far from certain that

Twitterwould be able to outbid
MicrosoftCorpandcompletesuch
a transformative deal in the 45

days that US President Donald
TrumphasgivenByteDancetoag-
reetoasale,sourcessaidSaturday.
The news of Twitter and

TikTokbeinginpreliminarytalks
andMicrosoft still being seen as
thefront-runnerinbiddingforthe
app’sUSoperationswasreported
earlierbytheWallStreet Journal.
Twitterhasamarketcapitali-

sation of close to $30 billion, al-

mostasmuchasthevaluationof
TikTok’sassetstobedivested,and
would need to raise additional
capitaltofundthedeal,according
tothesources.
“Twitterwillhaveahardtime

putting together enough financ-
ingtoacquireeventheUSopera-
tions of TikTok. It doesn’t have
enoughborrowingcapacity”,said
Erik Gordon, a professor at the

UniversityofMichigan.
“If it (Twitter) tries to put to-

gether an investor group, the
termswillbetough.Twitter’sown
shareholdersmight prefer that
managementfocusonitsexisting
business”, he added. One of
Twitter’sshareholders,privateeq-
uityfirmSilverLake, is interested
in helping fund apotential deal,
oneof thesourcesadded.
Twitter has also privately

madeacasethatitsbidwouldface
less regulatory scrutiny than
Microsoft’s, andwill not faceany
pressure fromChinagiventhat it
is not active in that country, the
sourcessaid.

TikTok,ByteDanceandTwitter
declined tocomment.TikTokhas
comeunderfirefromUSlawmak-
ers over national security con-
cernssurroundingdatacollection.
Earlier thisweek, Trumpun-

veiled bans onUS transactions
with theChina-basedowners of
messaging app WeChat and
TikTok, escalating tensions be-
tween the twocountries. Trump
said thisweekhewouldsupport
Microsoft’seffortstobuyTikTok’s
US operations if theUS govern-
ment got a “substantial portion”
of theproceeds.Henevertheless
saidhewill ban thepopular app
onSeptember15. REUTERS

■DuringMay,June,andJuly,
forexample,thetotal
numberoftransactionsdone
throughtheNPCI’sUnified
PaymentsInterface(UPI)
stoodat1,234.5million,
1,336.9million,and1,497.3
million,respectively

■Risingjoblossesandsalary
cutsacrosssectorsalongwith
limiteduseofcashdueto
COVID-19apprehensionshas
changedthespendinghabits
ofcitizens,asperdatafrom
theNationalPayments
CorporationofIndia

SPENDINGHABITSCHANGING,SHOWSNPCIDATA

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,AUGUST9

THE DoT’S Bharat Broadband
NetworkLimited(BBNL)andthe
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology’s
Common Services Centre (CSC)
have buried the hatchet on the
shifting on equipment used for
lastmileinternetconnectivityand
haveagreedtoworktogether for
now,seniorgovernmentofficials
closetothedevelopmentsaid.
Following meetings in the

Department of Telecommunic-
ations (DoT) between officials
fromBBNLandCSC,thetwoagen-
ciesdecided itwas in everyone’s
best interest if CSC continued to
workonlastmileconnectivityun-
derBharatNetasagreed.
Earlier thisyear inMay,BBNL

ChairmanSarveshSinghhadwrit-
ten to the Universal Service

Obligation Fund (USOF) alleging
that CSChadviolated termsof a
tripartite agreement by shifting
equipmentusedforlastmilecon-
nectivitywithout informing the
former.This,Singhhadsaidinhis
letter, would be a hindrance in
providingnon-discriminatoryac-
cess to all telecomand internet
serviceproviders.
Onitspart,CSChaddefended

itsmovetoshiftequipmentalleg-
ingthat inmostcases, theequip-
ment for lastmile connectivity
waskeptbyBBNLatplaceswhere
therewashardlyanypowercon-
nectivityorsecurity.
“Someof theequipmentwas

stolen. These equipmentwere
keptinthepanchayatbuildingsor
municipalschoolswheretheyre-
mainlockedatnightandthecare-
taker of such buildings used to
switch off the internet and go

home. So we suggested to the
DoTthattomaintaintheseequip-
ment, regular power supply and
maintenanceisneededandhence
the CSC should be allowed to
move equipment,” a senior CSC
officialsaid.
BBNL, however, hadobjected

totheideaandsaidthatsincethe
equipmentbelonged to the cen-
tralgovernment,allowingvillage
levelentrepreneurstotransferall
machineswithoutanyaccounta-
bilitycouldnotbeallowed.
“BBNLwasoftheviewthatthe

CSCs’habitofleavingtheVLE(vil-
lage level entrepreneur) com-
pletely independent and free is
notpossibleinthecaseofgovern-
mentassets.Ifandwhenanaudit-
ing of the equipment is done,
BBNLwill be held responsible if
any equipment ormachinery is
missing,”aDoTofficialsaid.

■InMay,BBNL
ChairmanSarveshSingh
hadallegedthatCSChad
violatedtermsofa
tripartiteagreementby
shiftingequipmentused
forlastmileconnectivity
withouttellingBBNL

■CSCdefendeditsmove,
sayinginmostcases,the
equipmentwaskeptat
placeswheretherewas
hardlyanypower
connectivityorsecurity

ISSUESTARTED IN
MAYTHISYEAR

BharatNet equipment shifting: BBNL, CSC
agree to iron out differences, work together

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, AUGUST9

CORPORATEINDIA’SQ1FY21re-
sultsweremarkedbyseveredis-
ruptions to the supply chain as
also demand,withmuch of the
countrylockeddownformostof
thetime.Tothatextentthenum-
bers are less helpful than the
commentaryingivingusasense
of what to expect in the rest of
theyear.
Nonetheless, the losses are

staggering, exacerbated by the
regulatory provisionsmade by
thetelcos, and itwill takeanex-
ceptional performance in the
rest of the year to reverse the
trend.Asof now, theNiftycom-
panies are expected to report a
5-10 per cent drop in profits for
2020-21 before rebounding
smartly in2021-22.

Thegoodnewsisthatdespite
local lockdowns, several eco-
nomic indicators — e-way bills,
electricity, registrations of cars
and two-wheelers, container
traffichavestarted lookingup.
Moreover, capacity utilisa-

tion at factories, too, is increas-
ingasmigrant labourers return.
Nonetheless, the manage-

ment commentary has been
cautiouswithchiefexecutiveof-
ficers (CEOs) reminding us that
the growth trajectory will de-
pendonhowsoonthepandemic
subsides and howquickly busi-
nessactivitypicksup.
They have also cautioned

that thehigh frequencydata for
JuneandJulydon’treflectthefull
picturesincesomeof it issimply
thepent-updemandgettingful-
filled. The numbers, they say,
could taperoff.
CEOs have also pointed out

thatwiththousandslosingtheir
jobs inCOVID-impactedsectors
suchascivilaviation,hospitality,
tourism,trade and retail, the
cap or cut in incomes inmany
companies, the near-total ab-
sence of fresh investments by
the private sector and also in-
creasing automation anddigiti-
sation demand is bound to re-
mainweak. FE

Amid staggering losses, India Inc says
recovery depends on course of pandemic

‘FAR FROM CERTAIN IF TWITTER WOULD BE ABLE TO OUTBID MICROSOFT CORP’

‘Twitter expressed interest in buying TikTok’s US ops’
REUTERS
DUBAI,AUGUST9

STATEOIL giant Saudi Aramco’s
profit plunged73per cent in the
second quarter of the year, as a
slump in energy demand and
pricesduetothecoronaviruscri-
sishit salesat theworld’sbiggest
oil exporter. But the company
stuckwithplanstopay$75billion
in dividends this year and CEO
AminNasser said global oil de-
mandwasrecovering.
Allmajor oil companieshave

takenahit in the secondquarter
aslockdownstocontainthecoro-
navirus limited travel,which re-
ducedoil consumptionand sent

pricestumblingtolevelsnotseen
innearlytwodecades.
Aramco, which listed in

Riyadhlastyear inarecord$29.4
billion flotation, said the rapid
spreadof COVID-19globallyhad
significantlyreduceddemandfor
crude oil, natural gas andpetro-
leumproducts. Nasser told re-
porters hehad seen apartial re-
coveryintheenergymarketanda
pickupindemandaseconomies
graduallyopenaftertheeasingof
coronaviruslockdowns.
“LookatChina, their gasoline

and diesel demand is almost at
pre-COVID19 levels.Weare see-
ing that Asia is picking up and
othermarkets(too),”hesaidafter
announcingthequarterlyresults.

Saudi Aramco second
quarter profit plunges 73%

Fallingcashusage inMay-Jul: Transaction
valueviaUPI24%higher thanthatof IMPS

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,AUGUST9

EVEN AS investiga-
tions are underway,
the primary differ-
ence between the
Mangalorecrashofan
Air India Express air-
craft in 2010 and the
one inKozhikode on
theeveningofAugust
7wasthelackofapost-crashfire
in the latter. Thisminimised the
casualtiesatKozhikode.

Whatarethecausesfora
post-crashfire?
Anaircraft is usually carrying

largequantities of thehighly in-
flammable aviation turbine fuel
(ATF),whichishousedintanksin
the belly of the aircraft and the
two wings. When the aircraft
makes an uncontrolled impact

withthegroundoranobject, the
structural damage to hull could
causethetankstoruptureleading
leakage of fuel or oil, which, if

sparkedoff,couldre-
sult in an explosive
fire. Additionally, a
fire can also be ig-
nited in case the air-
craft is carrying
goods that flamma-
ble suchasbatteries,
chemicals,etc.

Whathappenswhenthereisa
post-crashfire?
Whenanaircraftbecomesen-

gulfedinflamesaftercrash-land-
ing, itbecomesall themorediffi-
cult for people on board to
evacuatetheplane.Italsorestricts
the ability of first responders to
carryouttheevacuationprocess.
Given thatmostmodern air-

linerscarrylargeamountsoffuel,
whenever thecockpit crewfore-

sees aproblemwith the aircraft,
suchas engine failure or landing
gear problem—something that
could lead toanunusual landing
atanairport—theair trafficcon-
trolinformstheemergencyserv-
ices including the fire brigade to
expect a fire. Plus, the pilots at-
tempttojettisonthefuelbeforea
crashlanding.

Dochancesofsurvivorsfallifa
planecatchesfireaftercrash?
Withevacuationeffortsbeing

hinderedby the fire, the chances
of survivaldecreasesignificantly.
Thiswasexemplifiedatthecrash
ofaRussianpassenger jet inMay
2019,whichwascarrying78peo-
pleonboard.Theaircraftcrashed
shortlyaftertakingoff—meaning
itwas fuelledup for the flight—
aftersufferinganelectricalfailure.
Ofthe78peopleonboard,41died
becauseof the fire that followed
thecrash.

How lack of a post-crash fire in Kerala
flight mishap resulted in fewer casualties

Twitterhasamarketcapitalisationof closeto$30
billionandwouldneedtoraiseadditionalcapital
to fundthedeal,accordingtothesources

SANDEEPSINGH
NEWDELHI, AUGUST9

IN LINEwith the surge of retail
investors into thestockmarkets
in thequarter ended June2020,
the retail holding in NSE-listed
companies went up from 6.54
per cent in March to 6.74 per
centasonJune30,2020—high-
est in10quarters.
During the June quarter,

which witnessed 20 per cent
jump in Nifty, retail investors
raised their holding in 1,018
companieslistedontheNational
StockExchange (NSE).
AccordingtoPrimeInfobase,

theretailholding(investorswith
holdingof up toRs2 lakh)went
upevenasthedomesticmutual
funds (MFs) and foreignportfo-
lio investors (FPIs) saw a dip in
their shareof holding.
Domestic MFs saw their

sharedeclineforthefirsttimein
24 quarters on a quarter-on-
quarterbasis.Whiletheshareof
MFs holding in NSE listed com-
panies increased from 2.86 per
centinJune2014to7.96percent
inMarch2020, it dipped for the
firsttime(insixyearsto)overthe
previous quarter and stood at

7.81percentasonJune30,2020.
The FPIs’ holding in NSE-

listed companies decreased
from 21.17 per cent by value as
onMarch 31, 2020 to 21.05 per
centasonJune30,2020,despite
net inflows of Rs 29,516 crore
during thequarter.
The jump in retail investor

numbers can also be seen from
the rise in demat accounts over
thelastfourmonths.Inthethree
monthperiod—April,May and
June — the Central Depository
Services Limited added 19 lakh
new investor accounts. Even in
July, it added 10 lakh new ac-
counts the investor account
numbers rose to2.41croreasof
July31,2020.
“Unlike seen in previous

quarters and yearswhere retail
would typically buy at the peak
and sell at lows, the last quarter
sawheavybuyingbyretailmak-
ing use of the steep fall in share
prices due to the coronavirus
pandemic,” said PranavHaldea,
MD of Prime Database. He fur-
ther pointed out that retail in-
vestors have an overwhelming
presence in smaller companies,
which institutional investors
typically stayaway from.
Besidesretail investors,even

the holding of high-net-worth
individuals (those with more
thanRs2lakhshareholding), in-
creasedinNSE-listedcompanies
as it rose from 1.78 per cent to
1.84percentasonJune30,2020.
Even the private promoters

continuedtoincreasetheirhold-
ing and raised their holding in
NSE-listed companies from
44.25percent inMarch2020to
at 44.43 per cent as on June 30,
2020. Data shows that over 11
years (since June 2009), private
promoter ownership has been
steadily increasing and has in-
creased from 33.61 per cent on
June 30, 2009 to 44.43 per cent
on June30,2020.
On the other hand, the per-

centageholdingofGovernment
of India(aspromoterandpublic
shareholder)incompanieslisted
ontheNSEhitanall-timelowof
6.36percentasonJune30,2020
down from 6.56 per cent as on
March31,2020.
Over the same 11-year pe-

riod, the holding has been stea-
dily declining, from 22.71 per
cent as on June30, 2009 to6.36
per cent as on June 30, 2020,
“partly also due to the
Government’s divestment pro-
gramme,” saidHaldea.

June quarter: Even as MFs & FPIs see
dip in holding in NSE-listed cos, retail
investors raise theirs to 30-mth high

Authorities look to revive plan to
extend Kozhikode airport runway

Rescueoperationthatwasundertakenafter theAir India
Express flight,with191passengersonboard,enroute from
Dubai skiddedoff therunwaywhile landing, inKozhikode,
August7. File

‘Coal import falls 43.2%
in July on high stockpile’
India’s coal import fell 43.2 per cent to 11.13MT in July, on
account of high stockpile of the dry fuel at pitheads, plants
and ports, provisional data frommjunction showed

Why this is important: Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
given directions to target thermal coal import substitution,
particularly when huge coal stock inventory is available in
the country this year

57.27MT:Totalcoal imports in
April-July2020,35.76per
cent lower than89.15MT
imported inyear-agoperiod

38.84MT:Non-cokingcoal
imports inApril-July2020,as
against60.97MTin
correspondingperiod lastyear

10.67MT:Cokingcoal imports
inApril-July2020,downfrom
17.73MTinApril-July2019

74.629MT:Coalstockason

March31,2020,comparedto
54.155MTonMarch31,2019

72.88MT:Pitheadstockof
Coal IndiaLtd(CIL)asonJuly
16,comparedto33.17MTin
correspondingperiodayearago

Risingcoalstockatpithead:
CILhadsaidthatdespatchof
coalwasadverselyaffected in
lastweekofMarch,causing
mountingcoalstockatpithead

Source:mjunction/PTI

19.6MT
Coal

importedby
India in July

2019

Q1FY21resultsweremarkedbyseveredisruptions
tothesupplychainasalsodemand,withmuchof
Indialockeddownformostof thetime
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14 BenStokespullsoutofPakistanseriesduetofamily reasons
England all-rounder Ben Stokes will miss the remainder of the Test series against Pakistan due
to family reasons, the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) said. “Stokes will leave the UK
later this week and travel to New Zealand. He will miss England’s two Test matches against
Pakistan,” ECB statement said.

Falling, rising, soaring
Messi’s left footstunner inspires lacklustreBarca toquellNapoli; sealsChampionsLeagueQFspot

REUTERS
BARCELONA,AUGUST9

AFIRED-UPLionelMessi ledBarcelonatoa3-
1winathometoNapolionSaturdayfora4-2
aggregatevictorywhichtooktheclubintothe
ChampionsLeaguequarter-finals for the13th
consecutive seasonwhere they face Bayern
Munich.TheCatalanshadashakystartbuttook
the lead in the10thminutewith apowerful
header fromacornerbyClementLengletbe-
foreMessiscoredasuperbsecondinthe23rd,
seeingofffourdefenderstocurltheballintothe
farbottomcorner.
Messihadtheballinthenetagainsoonaf-

terfollowingasuperbteammovebutthegoal
was harshly ruled out for handball by the
Argentine following aVAR review, although
Messi laterwonapenaltywhichLuis Suarez
convertedforBarca’sthird.
NapoligotonebackwhenLorenzoInsigne

convertedaspotkickattheendofthefirsthalf
andwerethebetter sideafter the intervalbut
Barca survived to set up amouth-watering
clashwithBayernintheFinalEighttournament
in Lisbonnext Friday. “Wegot the resultwe
wanted.We’vespenttwoweekspreparingfor
thegame, knowinghowdifficult itwouldbe
andsoitprovedastheymadeittoughforusin
certainmoments,”saidSuarez.
Messi had sounded the alarm after

Barcelona’srustyperformanceinthe1-1draw
inthe last-16 first legback inFebruary, saying
theystoodnochanceofwinningEurope’stop
prize,whichhaseludedthemsince2015,unless
they improved.Hewouldhavebeenworried
byBarca’s stuttering startwhich sawNapoli
swarmalloverthehomeside’sareaandDries
Mertensclipthecrossbarinthesecondminute
withascuffedshot.ButNapoli’sslackdefend-
ingallowedLenglettoscorewithafreeheader
whichsettledBarcanerveswhileMessieffec-
tivelykilledthetieoffwithhisgoalandbywin-
ning the penalty by chasing downKalidou
Koulibalyintheareaandearningafoul.
However,thefactNapoliendedthegame

sowell,withHirvingLozanohittingthepost
and ArkadiuszMilik’s header ruled out for
offside, added to the sense that Barca will
struggle to beat Bayern, who thrashed
Chelsea7-1onaggregate.

CROSSWORD4193

ACROSS
1 Funandgames inParliament
(5)

8 Well-knowncompanionof a
witch(8)

9 Opentarts,perhaps (5)
10 Riseclumsily togetHeather
somewine(8)

11 Providesomepoint to the joke
(5)

12 Imyself fall into thiscategory
(3)

16Wronglyblamedfor theuproar
(6)

17 Soft - likecurrencyperhaps?
(6)

18 Application ina letter tous
(3)

23 Shapealteredagreatdeal (5)
24 Regulationcolours (8)
25 Teamsthatcan’tbe taken
objectively (5)

26 Boughtback,havinghad
secondthoughts? (8)

27 Hangsabout - it’s agrind
(5)

DOWN
2 Involved inaquest for relicsof
abygoneage(8)

3 Awfuldescriptionof Ivan
(8)

4 Gradescrapmetal inside
(6)

5 Hintsyoustart togetwhen
becomingdrunk(5)

6 HecopiesRomannumbers
(5)

7 Theyshouldn’tbedrunk, for
example,withdoctorsaround
(5)

12 It cannot fly in themurky
gloom(3)

13 Somemodernpoetry (3)
14 Definite indicationgetsusup
togivenotice (4,4)

15 Theyemployvariousholds in
theirwork(8)

19 Bekindabout thedessert (6)
20Newstarsplayedmajor roles in
Russia (5)

21 Near tobeingdexterous (5)
22 Bidto take leave inFrance?(5)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr.20)
You’reknownasa
goodsocial
performer,which is
preciselywhy

today'splanetarypatternssuit
youdowntotheground.Lively
peoplehold thekeytoyour
relationships, andyoushould
takeanyandevery
opportunity tobroadenyour
social circle. Listentopeople
youmightoncehavethought
werebeneathyou.

TAURUS(Apr.21-May21)
Professional
concernsmustbeof
paramount
importance forallof

youwhoarecurrently
pursuingavitalworking
objective.Whateveryour
ambitions,youshouldsee
yourself asmoving forwardas
partof a large family rather
thanasasolitary individual.
You’renotalone.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Long-distanceand
travelinterests
requireattention
although,from

today’spicture,itdoesn’tseem
thatanythingisgoingwrong.
Perhapsitwilldoyougoodto
check,though.Also,givealittle
morespacetoanymysticalor
religiousbeliefsandaspirations.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Wrapupall
agreementsand
arrangementsover
thecomingdays,

althoughthere’snoreal sense
ofurgency,evenas faras
money isconcerned. Indeed, if
someonehasbeenpressing
youtomakea financial
decision,youmightbewell
advisedtoput thebrakeson.
Pause for thought.

LEO(July24-Aug.23)
Partnershipshold
thekeytoyour
happiness today,
although itdoes

seemvery likely thatyouare
feelingresentfulorevenbitter.
Youmustchoosewhether to
faceuptopeoplewhohave
givenyouahardtime,ormix
onlywithamiableandeasy-
goingtypes.

VIRGO(Aug.24-Sept.23)
Thiscertainlyseems
tobeatimetokeep
busybut,quiteaside
fromthe inevitable

work,youshouldputa little
thought intoyourphysical
well-being.TheMoon’s recent
relationshipwithPluto
suggests that this isagood
moment todealwith long-
standingcomplaints.

LIBRA(Sept.24-Oct.23)
Theoverall
planetarypicture is
stillpressured,but it
just sohappens that

whatmaybedifficult forother
peopleseemstoberelatively
easy foryou.Perhapsyou
willgain fromsomeoneelse’s
bad luck. If so,pleasesee to it
that theyshare inyour
goodfortune.

SCORPIO(Oct.24-Nov.22)
Havingput long-
distanceor long-
termarrangements
tooneside,or

satisfiedyourself thatall
overseascontactsareupand
running,youshould then
checkoutanyoutstanding
legalquestionsandconsiderall
theethical issues.Youneedto
occupythemoralhighground.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov.23-Dec.22)
Tie up any loose
ends in the
financial area over
thenext fewdays -

today if possible. Youmust
realise that if you ignore any
outstanding business, you
could be in danger of tipping
a vast amount ofmoney
downoneof those
mysterious black holes that
appear from time to time.

CAPRICORN(Dec.23- Jan.20)
It’s a pleasant day
for distractions like
shopping, or even
just plain old-

fashionedwindow-shopping.
However, on thepersonal
note, it is quite important
tomake sure that everyone
is absolutely clear about
your thoughts, opinions
and intentions.

AQUARIUS(Jan.21-Feb.19)
Thetideof fortune
flowsyourway
today.Myone
concern is thatyou

couldbea littleover-
emotional, but thenthismight
benobadthing if youhave
beenrefusing to faceupto
certainawkward feelings.You
will getnowherebydenying
yourdesires. Instead,youneed
tounderstandthem.

PISCES(Feb.20-Mar20)
Yourmind should
be at its very
creative and
imaginative best

for another three days so, if
other people have any sense,
it is you towhomthey should
turn if theywant to ask the
pertinent questions and
receive original answers. A
romantic affair, though, could
behardwork.
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Youcan'tsitonthe__of____. Ifyoudo,youwillbeblowntopieces.-HenryJ.Kaiser(3,.,8))

SOLUTION:RECUR,KIOSK,CLOSED,SPRUNG
Answer:Youcan’tsitonthelidofprogress.Ifyoudo,youwillbeblowntopieces.
-HenryJ.Kaiser

CURER CEODLS

KKIOS NRSUGP

SolutionsCrossword4192:Across:1Powderpuff,6View,10Dogma,11Royalties,12
Zerohour,13Neddy,15Iridium,17Patella,19Hundred,21Nineveh,22Divot,24Raillery,
27Existence,28Cameo,29Stew,30Determined.Down: 1Pods,2Wagnerian,3Erato,
4Perform,5Flytrap,7Iliad,8Wishy-washy,9Plankton,14Nightdress,16Irritate,18
Liverymen,20Derange,21Naivete,23Voile,25Locum,26Road

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

OUTSIDE THE BOX
WITHLUISSuarezconfrontedbyNapoli’s
toweringcentre-backKalidouKoulibaly,
the Uruguayan makes a frantic pass to
Messi lurking on the edge of the box to-
wardstheright, fartherawayfromwhere
theaction seeminglywas.
As has been the case over the years

with the Argentine superstar, Napoli in-
stantlyrespondedwithtwoof theirplay-
erstryingtoclosehimdown–inthiscase
left-back Mario Rui and left winger
LorenzoInsigne. Insignehasthefirststab
atMessi, just when the 33-year old cuts
into thebox.

MESSI ENTERS NAPOLI BOX
Insignemakescontactandtheball isloose
ofMessi’s left foot.The looseball careens
offMarioLuiasMessislipstotheground.
But he breaks his fall with his right knee
and simultaneously somehowmanages
toretrievetheballbackontohis left foot.
Rui is out of the picture after colliding
with Koulibaly, who came to help but
endedupstoppinghis owndefender.
At this point, Koulibaly is behind

MessiandtheballwhileNapoli’s second
centre-back KostasManolas are in front
of him.

THE ANGLE OF THE SHOT
WithManolas blocking his view of the
goal and Napoli custodian David Ospina
in a favourable position, Messi falls over
onceagain.But this time, it’s toshapehis
bodyinawaythathecangetaleft-footed
shotoff insideOspina’s farpost.
The Barcelona attacker has to thread

theneedlehereanddoesexactly that.As
hemanagestogethisshotoffwhilefalling
to the ground in his follow-up, Ospina
makes a dive but could only get his fin-

gertipstotheballas itcrashes intothefar
side of the net. This helps Barcelona to a
two-goal advantage on the night aswell
as the two-legged tie.
Itwasyetanothermemorablegoal in

the Champions League for the five-time
Ballon d’Or winner. The obstacles in the
pathwould have preventedmost, if not
all footballers in theworld,but theseven
secondsofmagicfromMessifoundaway.

SHASHANKNAIR

LionelMessi reactsafterpumping inBarcelona’s secondgoalagainstNapoli
in the23rdminute. Reuters

Aman not averse to conjuring amoment ofmagic when needed, LionelMessi’s goal—Barcelona’s second—
against Napoli in the Champions League game showcased how lethal he can be from areas opposition

defences don’t usually consider dangerous.

Seven seconds of magic

35LionelMessihasscoredagainst35differentclubsin
theChampionsLeague;twomore
thanthenextbestCristianoRonaldo.

BCCI SOP puts Whatmore’s
Baroda job under threat
DEVENDRAPANDEY
MUMBAI,AUGUST9

WORLDCUPwinningcoachDavWhatmore
couldbethefirsttolosehisjobduetoCovid-
19afterBCCI issuedanadvisory to state as-
sociationstodiscourageindividualsaged60
andaboveandthosewithunderlyingmed-
ical conditions from joining teams during
the pandemic. Whatmore, 66, was ap-
pointedBaroda’sRanjicoachandalsoitsdi-
rectorof cricket inApril this year.
TheSOP(StandardOperatingProtocol)has

triggeredafewdifferingopinions
intheBarodaCricketAssociation.
BCApresidentPranavAminbe-
lieves that theyshouldcontinue
withWhatmore as coach but
joint secretaryParagPatel reck-
ons that the SOP should be fol-
lowedandtheyshouldnotriskin-
volvingWhatmore. Restrictions
overflightsfromAustralia,where
Whatmore resides, have also
beenmentioned.
In his communication to

Amin and members of BCA’s
ApexCouncilonAugust4,andac-
cessedbyTheIndianExpress,Patel
wrotethatitmightnotbewisetoriskthehealth
ofyoungBarodaplayers.
“BCCI is doing this to safeguard them-

selvesaswellastheirpartnersi.e.stateasso-
ciationandcricketers.Davmightbeready(al-
though I don’t know how hewill fly from
AustraliatoIndiaunlessinternational flights
become operational). However, citizens
above60yearsofagearemoresusceptibleto
contractingCovid-19due tovariousphysio-
logical changesandmultipleunderlyingco-
morbidities.Hencechancesofhimgettingin-
fected are more and by allowing him to
interactwith our boys, arewenot exposing
ourpoolof talent tohighrisk?”Patelwrote.
Hismailwasinresponsetotheonesentby

Amin toBCA’sApexCouncilmembers. “We
havespokentoafewpeopleaswellasBCCI,and
thefeedbackisbelow.Theguidelinessetbythe
BCCI are only apreventive suggestion, not a
mandatory ruling. TheBCCI isdoing thisonly
tosafeguardthemselvessoassociationsdon’t
blamethemforanythinginfuture.Theruleof
over60 isonlya suggestionandwewill have
towrite to them informing themthatDav is

availableandwilling(whichheis).Hence,Ire-
questtheCEOorsecretarytowritetoBCCI in-
forming themaboutourdecision toproceed
withDavWhatmoreasBarodaCoachandwe
areawareofabove,”Aminwrote.
ABCCIofficialtoldTheIndianExpressthatit

willbethestateassociation’scallwhetherthey
want tocontinuewithcoachesover60as the
boardhas issuedageneral guidelineasapre-
cautionarymeasureduetoCovid-19.“It(SOP)
is notmandatory, however, state association
willhavetotakepreventivemeasures.ThisSOP
wassenttohelptheassociations. If theywant
tomake their ownSOPs, they can take some

pointsfromus.Eachstatehasdif-
ferentsituations,whethertoac-
ceptSOPornot,it'sforthestateto
decide,”aBCCIofficialsaid.
The BCCI’s SOP had stated

that “individualswhoare over
theageof 60years, viz. support
staff, umpires, groundstaff, and
thoseindividualswithunderly-
ingmedical conditions suchas
diabetes, lung disease,weak-
ened immunity, etc should be
consideredvulnerable andare
believedtohaveahigherriskof
severeCovid-19.Allsuchindivid-
ualsshouldbediscouragedfrom

participating in thecampactivitiesuntil suit-
ableguidelinesareissuedbytheGovernment.”

Arun Lal, Ghavri on the radar
Whatmore isn’t theonly coachagedover

60;ArunLal, 65, is thecoachof Bengal’sRanji
Trophy teamand67-year oldKarsanGhavri
coachestheSaurashtraRanjiTrophyteam.
ArunLal saidhewasn’t undulybothered

aboutthesituationasitwasjustanadvisory.
“It’stooearlyformetocommentonthis.It’s

ageneraladvisory,nothingmorethanthat.And
theadvisoryalsosays,“shouldbediscouraged’
and “not allowed”. In sucha situation, things
can changeovernight and theadvisory itself
says‘wemayfromtimetotimechangeit’.The
seasonissofarawaythatIthinkitwillsortitself
out,”Lalsaid.SaurashtraCricketAssociationis
yettotakeanycallonGhavri’sjob.“Wewillde-
cideonceweknowwhenourdomesticcricket
is going to start. At themoment,wehaven’t
takenanydecision,” informedSCAsecretary
HimanshuShah. TheSCAhadgivenGhavri a
one-yearcontractlastseason.

(INPUTSFROMSHAMIKCHAKRABARTY)

DavWhatmorewas
appointedBaroda
Ranjiteam’scoachin
Aprilthisyear. File
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