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Truckscarrying itemsfromPriyankaVadra’sLodhiRoadhomeenterSoniaGandhi’s
residenceWednesday.Thegovernmenthadaskedhertovacate thebungalow. Anil Sharma
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AnArmyconvoymovingtowardsLadakhontheManali-Leh
highwayinKulludistrict,Wednesday.PTI

DISENGAGEMENTSTRATEGYFIRMEDUP

Delhi’sapproach:Lower
rhetoric,putoffpatrols,
keepeyeonfrictionspots

Four-pillarapproachgotapproval
afterDovalbriefedPMonWangtalks

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JULY8

AS IT works with Beijing to re-
duce tensions along the Line of
Actual Control in Ladakh, New
Delhi has decided on a four-
pronged disengagement ap-
proach: lower the public rheto-
ric, temporarily suspend
patrolling of buffer zones by ei-
ther side,mount sustained sur-
veillanceand reconnaissanceof
friction points, and keep ade-
quatetroopsindepthareasuntil
theprocess is completed.
This four-pillar approach,

which had been in the works
sincetheJune24meetingof the
Working Mechanism for

Consultation&Coordinationon
India-China Border Affairs and
the June 30 meeting of Corps
Commanders on the two sides,
was firmed up at a briefing by
National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi following the
Special Representative-level
talks with Chinese State
CouncillorandForeignMinister
WangYion July5.
Besides the PMand theNSA,

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, Defence Minister
RajnathSinghandHomeMinister
Amit Shahwere instrumental in
finalising this approach. It was
donebetweentheeveningofJuly
5andtheafternoonof July6.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

SUSHANTSINGH,
DEEPTIMANTIWARY&
KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, JULY8

CONTINUINGTHEslowprocess
ofdisengagementontheLineof
Actual Control, Chinese and
Indian troops Wednesday
steppedback fromanother fric-
tionpointinLadakhasbothsides
prepared formoremeetings at
thediplomaticandmilitary lev-
els for the next steps to resolve
theborder situation.
AseniorArmyofficertoldThe

Indian Express that troops from
both sides moved back by
around 2 km from the standoff
site at PP15 in the Hot Springs
sector,after theremainingtents
there were dismantled by
Chinesesoldiersandtakenback
invehicles.
A security establishment of-

ficer said the withdrawal was
done according to the disen-
gagementformulausedatPP14.
"The progress is good. Both

forcesaremovingbackwithve-
hiclesandstructures.Thetarget
wassetforthiseveninganditap-
pears it is going to be achieved.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Troops step
back 2 km in
Hot Springs,
Gogra next

Department of Health & Family Welfare, Government of NCT of Delhi

WEAR A MASK AVOID CONTACT WITH
SICK PEOPLE

DON’T TOUCH
MOUTH,

EYES NOSE

WASH HANDS OR
CLEAN WITH ALCOHOL

BASED SANITIZER
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NOW YOU CAN HELP
SAVE A LIFE
Recovered Corona patients can

donate their plasma and
help Corona patients recover

Delhi Government has launched

India's first Plasma Bank

To donate plasma, Call 1031 or visit www.delhifightscorona.in/donateplasma

If 14 days have passed since you recovered from Corona,
you can donate your plasma and help save someone's life.

DON'T BE AFRAID
OF DONATING

PLASMA

IT DOESN'T
CAUSE DONORS
ANY WEAKNESS

YOU HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO
COME FORWARD

TO HELP SAVE
LIVES.

Delhi Government
Corona Helpline - Call 1031

Download App from Google Play Store or Apple App Store'Delhi Corona'

SHYAMLALYADAV
NEWDELHI, JULY8

FACINGAwave of domestic de-
mand, manufacturers have
stoppeditsexport.States,hospi-
talsandevenresidentialsocieties
aresnapping itup.Andnow,ex-
pertsarewarningagainst itsuse
withoutmedical supervision.
Fromcylinderstoconcentra-

tors, the demand for medical
oxygenhas shot upever since it
emergedasakeyelementinthe
treatment of Covid, saymanu-
facturers, doctors and top gov-
ernmentofficials.

At themoment, “much less
than 10 per cent of Covid pa-
tients require oxygen”, says
Guruprasad Mohapatra,
Secretary, Department for
Promotion of Industry and

InternalTrade,whoalsoheadsa
Central panel thatmonitors the
supply of medical oxygen for
Covid treatmentcountrywide.
And yet, demand continues
CONTINUEDONPAGE10

PAGE1
ANCHOR

AtaCovid facility inKhel
Gaon,Delhi.GajendraYadav

Govts to homes, Covid case
spike lifts demand for oxygen
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ANEXPRESSSERIESPART-2

Govt to probe finances of Gandhi
family trusts, Cong calls it witchhunt
DEEPTIMANTIWARY
&MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, JULY8

THECENTREhassetupaninter-
ministerial committee to “coor-
dinate investigations” into the
funding of three trusts linked to
theNehru-Gandhi family— the
Rajiv Gandhi Foundation (RGF),
RajivGandhiCharitableTrustand
IndiraGandhiMemorialTrust.
This comes a fortnight after

theBJPallegedthat theRGFhad
received funds from China to
“conduct studies that are not in
the interestof thecountry”.
Announcing the decision on

Wednesday, the Ministry of
Home Affairs said the commit-
tee will “coordinate investiga-
tionsintoviolationofvariousle-
gal provisions of PMLA
(Prevention of Money
LaunderingAct), IncomeTaxAct,
FCRA (Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act) etc” by these

threeorganisations.
All the three organisations

are headed by Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi. Former Prime
MinisterManmohan Singh and
party leaders P Chidambaram,
Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra are among the
trusteesat theRGF.
According tosources, the in-

ter-ministerial committee will
be headed by a Special Director
from the Enforcement

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Dubey bodyguard shot, 2
policemen among 8 held
MANISHSAHU
&SAKSHIDAYAL
LUCKNOW,GURGAON,JULY8

FIVEDAYSafter eight policemen
werekilledduringafailedraidto
capture gangsterVikasDubey in
hisvillagenearKanpur,theSpecial
Task Force (STF) of the Uttar
Pradesh Police gunned down a
closeassociateandbodyguardof

thecriminal.VikasDubeyhimself
remainsabsconding.
Six other men — including

fourassociatesofVikasDubey’s
—andtwofemalerelativesofthe
gangster’s associates, were ar-
rested in three separate opera-
tions in Kanpur and Faridabad,
Haryana.
Also onWednesday, Kanpur

Policearrestedtheformerstation
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JULY8

FORMER INDIAN Navy official
Kulbushan Jadhav, who is on
death rowon charges of spying
and terrorist activities in
Pakistan,hasrefusedtofileanap-
pealintheIslamabadHighCourt
(IHC) againsthis convictionbya
militarycourt, thePakistangov-
ernmentsaidWednesday.
Hours later, Indiaresponded

sharplyandsaidPakistan’sclaim
that Jadhav has refused to initi-
atereviewpetitionisa“continu-
ationof the farce” inplay for the
last four years. “Pakistan is only
seeking to create an illusion of
remedy,” the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) official
spokespersonAnuragSrivastava
saidWednesday.
Stressing that Jadhav has

been sentenced to execution
through a farcical trial and re-
mains under custody of
Pakistan’s military, the MEA
spokesperson said, “He has

clearlybeencoercedtorefuseto
file a review in his case…. In a
brazen attempt to scuttle even
the inadequate remedy under
theOrdinance, Pakistanhasob-
viouslycoercedJadhavtoforego
his rights to seekan implemen-
tation of the judgment of the

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

BJP leader, relatives
killed in Valley, 10 in
security detail held
ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR, JULY8

THREEmembers of a family, all
linkedtotheBJP,werekilledina
militant attack onWednesday
evening in North Kashmir’s
Bandipore, leading to the arrest
of their entire securitydetail.
Thedeadincludedamember

of the BJP state executive com-
mittee,SheikhWaseemBari,27,
and his father Sheikh Bashir
Ahmad and brother Sheikh
Umar, who were also office-

bearersof theparty.
The attack happened right

outside the Bandipore Police
Station,whenthethreewereat
the familyshop, runoutof their
home.
The J&KPolicesaidtheyhad

arrested 10 of its personnel as-
signed to the security of Bari
andhis family, for failingtopro-
tect them. Police said the per-
sonnel security officers were
not present with them when
the attackhappened.
The high-profile killings in a

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

RITIKACHOPRA
NEWDELHI, JULY8

WITH THE Covid-19 outbreak
disrupting Board exams across
thecountry,theIndianInstitutes
of Technology (IITs) are consid-
eringdroppingtheClass12per-
formance criterion for admis-
sions thisyear.
Usually, a general category

rank holder in JEE (Advanced)
shouldhaveeitherscoredatleast
75percentorfigureinthetop20
percentileofherBoardresultsto
secureaseatatanIIT.SC/STcan-
didatesshouldhaveeitherscored
atleast65percentorfulfilthetop
20percentile requirement.
Last month, key school

Boards, including CBSE and
CISCE,cancelledtheirremaining
Class 10 and Class 12 exams
amidst growing concerns over
student safety as many states
continuetoreportarecordsurge
in COVID19 positive cases on
mostdays.

CONTINUEDONPAGE10

IIT admissions:
Board marks
criterion may be
dropped this year

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD, JULY8

■ Top officials of LG Polymers
claimed theypromptly reached
the accident site but CCTV
footage showed they arrived
more than twohours later.
■ Thesurgeinpolymercontent
that set off the leak onMay7 at
2.42 am had also happened
barely10days earlier butno se-
riousnotewas taken.
■ Therewas no onsite and off-
site emergency plan, theman-
agement didn’t alert the local
residents andwashed its hands
of thetragedy,leavingtheclean-
upto theadministration.
■Cost-cuttinghurttalent;some
staff classified as “engineers or
senior engineers” weremerely
ClassXII graduates.
These are among the key

points in indictment of LG
Polymers at Visakhapatnamby
thegovernment-appointedcom-
mittee probing the Styrene
vapourleakthatkilled12onMay
7andaffectedalmost300.
Thecommittee isheadedby

Special Chief Secretary
(Environment, Forests, S&T),
NeerabhKumarPrasad.
Theleakbeganat2:42am,and

as per the committee’s report,
CONTINUEDONPAGE10

False claim,
neglect and
incompetence:
Probe indicts
LG Polymers

STYRENELEAK
TRAGEDY

DESPITE LAST July’s ICJ
verdictwhichdirected
Pakistan to stay
Kulbushan Jadhav’s exe-
cution andheld
Islamabad tobe in viola-
tionof international law,
therehas been little
movement. The Indian
governmentmaynow
explore other options,
including approaching
the ICJ again.

Afterfour
years,back
atthestartE●EX
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Pak claims Jadhav
didn’t file appeal,
India calls it ‘farce’

New Delhi



Delhi’s approach
The Indian Express has been

toldaboutthesefourapproaches
tothedisengagementexercise:

■ Lower the public rhetoric,
givesomediplomaticandconcil-
iatory space to both sides. This
wasreflectedintheIndianstate-
menton theSR-level talks. It did
not raise the issue of Galwan
Valleynordidittalkabouttheat-
mospherebeingvitiated–unlike
thepreviousstatements.

■ Suspend patrolling tem-
porarily,disengageandstepback
1.5 kmon each side. The buffer
zone reduces thepossibility of a
clashduringdisengagement.This
has been communicated to
troops,andisbeingcalledatem-
porarymeasure.Itdoesnotmean
that either side is forfeiting the
right to patrol up to their pa-
trollinglimits.
Atemplateforthisexists–the

disengagementaftertheChumar
standoffinSeptember2014.That
situationwasresolvedonlyafter
PrimeMinisterModiraisedtheis-
suewith Chinese President Xi
Jinpingwhowas then visiting
India.Bothsidesagreednottopa-
trol for a fewweeks, and then
therewas snowfallwhich ruled
outpatrolstill thenextsummer.

■Aggressivesurveillanceand
reconnaissanceof frictionpoints
and the entire standoff frontier.

Thishasbeennecessitatedbythe
trust deficit between the two
sides.Thegovernmentmaintains
there is adequate capability, and
helpfrominternationalpartners,
to get real-time intelligence on
any Chinese attempt to change
thestatusquobystealth.
“Don’ttrust,verify.”That’sthe

mantrainNewDelhiaftertheJuly
15 incident in Galwan Valley
where20IndianArmypersonnel
werekilled. Indiahasenoughas-
sets inplay: imagesviasatellites,
unmanned aerial vehicles and
aerialsurveillance,andtheback-
ingof“like-mindedcountries”.

■Keeptroopsdeployedinthe
rear areas until the disengage-
ment has fully happened. Since
this isabouttheentirefrontier in
eastern Ladakh, there cannot be
anyloweringofguard.
OfficialssaidtheChinesehave

tokeep theirwordon thedisen-
gagement. In fact, the two sides
decidedtoissuetheirstatements
almost 20hours after themeet-
ing between the Special
Representatives. “So, therewas
timeofabout12to15hourstoap-
proveall theunderstandingsbe-
tween the twoSRs, and also see
someof theprocessunfoldingat
the LAC,” a source said on the
time-lagbetweentheJuly5meet-
ingat5pmandthestatementsis-
suedaround3pmthenextday.

Troops step back
Averificationwillhappento-

morrowtocompletelyassessthe
progress,"theofficersaid.
“Heretoo,theforceswillmove

back1.8-2kmandthenfollowthe
30-50 formula for assembly of
soldiers further back. Therewill
benopatrollinguntil further or-
ders.Theprogresshasbeengood
sincetheSpecialRepresentative-
leveltalks,"hesaid.
On July7, The IndianExpress

reportedthatChinesetroopsatPP
14hadmovedback1.8kmwhere
notmorethan30soldierswillbe
stationed inmakeshift tents. A
furtherkilometrebehindthisline,
notmorethan50soldierswillbe
present. And further down, be-
hindthesecondperimeter,forces
cangatherattheirposts.
AccordingtotheseniorArmy

officer, some depletion in the
strengthofsoldierswasobserved
Wednesday at the thirdmajor
standoff site at PP17A inGogra,
butbothsidescontinuedtobein
an eyeball-to-eyeball situation
there. It is expected, the officer
said, that the rearwardmove-
ment at PP17A “could be com-
pletedinadayortwo”.
Therehas been limited rear-

ward movement by Chinese
troops,theofficersaid,inthecon-
tentiousPangongTsoarea,where
theyhave come inaround8km,

westofFinger8whichIndiasays
markstheLAC.
OnWednesday, some vehi-

cles,tentsandtroopsmovedback
fromFinger4towardsFinger5on
the north bank of the saltwater
lake, but therewasno change in
Chinesepositions at Finger 4 on
theridgeline.
Asecondofficer said that fol-

lowing the initial step of disen-
gagement at various standoff
sites, another meeting of the
Working Mechanism for
Consultation&Coordinationon
India-China Border Affairs
(WMCC) is likely to beheld this
week. Itwill be followedby an-
otherroundoftalksatthelevelof
theCorpsCommander.
Thesecondofficeralsostruck

anoteofcautionaboutthedisen-
gagementprocess so far, stating
thatChinahadmassedmorethan
twodivisionsallalongtheLACin
the Ladakh sector.Moreover, it
hasthecapacitytobringinmore
troopsandequipmenttothebor-
derwithinthreetofourdays.
“Some40,000 of themhave

come from2,000kmaway, and
400havemovedbackby2km,”
hesaid.Thisdemandsamatching
level of preparedness from the
Indian side as “intentions can
changequickly”,theofficersaid.
During the period of no-pa-

trolling,anotherofficersaid,“both
sides assure each other about

rearwardmovementthroughthe
militaryhotlineintheregion”.

Jadhav
International Court of Justice
(ICJ).”
He said ICJ has already held

that Pakistan is in egregiousvio-
lation of international law.
“Governmentwill do its utmost
toprotectShriJadhavandensure
hissafereturntoIndia,”hesaid.
Earlier in the day, in a press

conference in Islamabad,
Pakistan’s Additional Attorney
General Ahmed Irfan and
Pakistan Foreign Ministry’s
Director General (South Asia &
SAARC) ZahidHafeezChaudhry
said an ordinancewas promul-
gatedbythegovernmentonMay
20,whichallowedtheIndiangov-
ernment,Jadhavandhislegalrep-
resentative to file a reviewpeti-
tion in IHCwithin 60 days. The
deadlineexpiresJuly19.
According to Pakistan’s offi-

cials, Indian authorities had re-
quested to appoint an Indian
lawyertoadvocateforJadhavbut
ifanappealisfiledintheIHC,only
a lawyerholding a licenceof the
respectivecourtwouldbeableto
representhim.An Indian lawyer
cannotadvocatefortheconvicted
spybutmaybeallowed toassist
Jadhav'scounsel, itsaid.
The Pakistani government

had allowed consular access to
Jadhav twice in thepast andhas
offeredtodosoagain,theofficials
said.Authoritieshavealsooffered
toarrangeJadhav'smeetingwith
hisfatherandwife,theysaid.The
AAG and DG (South Asia &
SAARC) expressed hope the
Indiangovernmentwill respond
positivelytothisoffer.
TheMEAspokesperson said,

“Wehavebeenpursuingthrough
diplomatic channels full imple-
mentation of the ICJ judgment.
ThemediastatementbyPakistan
today seeks tomask its continu-
ingreticenceto(doso).”
TheMEA said that Pakistan

has on May 20 passed an
Ordinance to allow for theHigh
Court to review the sentence
awardedby theirmilitary court.
“Theyhave all alongmaintained
that their lawsallowed foreffec-
tive review while we have
protested it all along.Now, after
almost a year, theyhavemadea
U-turnandissuedanOrdinance...
Wehave already expressed our
seriousconcernsatthecontentof
theOrdinanceandhowitviolates
theICJjudgment,”thespokesper-
sonsaid.
“Despite our repeated re-

quests,Pakistancontinuestodeny
Indiafreeandunimpededaccess
to Jadhav. India has repeatedly
askedtoallowalawyerfromout-
sidePakistantoappearforJadhav
inanyreviewandreconsideration
proceedings. Since 2017,when
MilitaryCourtcarriedoutafarci-
cal trial, Pakistan has refused to
hand over any relevant docu-
ment,”thespokespersonsaid.
InSeptemberlastyear,India's

Acting High Commissioner in
IslamabadGauravAhluwaliamet
Jadhav in the presence of
Pakistaniofficials.Afterthemeet-
ing, NewDelhi had said Jadhav
appeared to beunder “extreme
pressure”tosupportIslamabad's
“falsenarrative”inhiscase.
In July last year, the ICJ, in its

verdict, haddirectedPakistan to
allowconsular access andeffec-
tivelyreviewthedeathsentence.
Jadhav, a retiredNavyofficer,

wasarrestedallegedlyonMarch
3, 2016, and Indiawas informed
ofthisonMarch25,2016. Hewas
sentencedtodeathonchargesof
espionageandterrorismin2017.
Lateratnight,PakistanForeign

ministrysaidPakistanhasinvited
Indiatofilereviewandreconsid-
eration petition after refusal by
Jadhav to “give effect” to the ICJ
judgment. “...mercy petition in
CommanderJadhavcaseisasep-
arateprocess...Thereviewandre-
considerationpetitioncanbefiled
by Jadhavhimself or legally au-
thorizedrepresentative,oracon-
sular officer of the IndianHigh
Commission,”aPakistanForeign

ministrystatementsaid.

Probe into RGF
Directorate(ED)andwill include
officialsfromtheIncomeTaxde-
partment, CBI, Ministry of
Finance, Ministry of Urban
Development andMinistry of
HomeAffairs.
Sources said the committee

willprobethesourceofallfunds,
includingforeigncontributions.It
will call for all relevant docu-
ments,andthen,ifneeded,callof-
fice-bearersforquestioning.Itwill
alsolookintoallotmentoflandfor
constructionofJawaharBhawan,
wheretheRGFhasitsoffice.
TheCongresstermedthegov-

ernment'smove as “cowardly”
and a “blindwitch-hunt”. “Mr
Modi believes theworld is like
him. He thinks everyone has a
price or can be intimidated. He
willneverunderstandthatthose
who fight for the truth have no
priceandcannotbeintimidated,”
Rahultweeted.
“TheRajivGandhiFoundation

has nothing to add, nothing to
fearbecauseyouhaveallthema-
chinery and you can ask every
question in every inquiry... But
you need to be exposed
fully…youdon’t ask theseques-
tionsofmanyholycows...Youare
harassing each opposition seg-
ment,individualorinstitutional,”
said party spokesperson
AbhishekSinghvi.
“But the beauty is that these

lovelyquestionslike9thschedule
exemptions…don’t get askedof
Vivekananda Foundation,
Overseas Friends of BJP, India
Foundationorforthatmatterthey
don’t get asked... of the RSS,” he
said.“Whosespecialarcofprotec-
tiondo they enjoy... Is there any
level playing field in this coun-
try…Wewill send you truck-
loadsofdocuments…askatleast
5per centof the samequestions
to themand share the answers
withthecountry.”
The party’s communication

department head, Randeep
Surjewala, said the “vicious and
vengefulinvestigation”was“devi-
oushounding”ofthoseexposing
thegovernment’s ineptitude.
Defending thegovernment's

decision, BJP general secretary P
MuralidharRaosaiditwasa“nat-
uraloutcome”oftheinformation
thathascomeoutabouttheRGF.
He said if therewas a “political
motive”,thegovernment“would
nothavewaitedforsixyears”.
Lastmonth, amid the India-

Chinaborderrow,asRahulques-
tionedPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi,BJPpresidentJPNaddasaid
theCongresshadnomoral right
to talk about the country’s secu-
rity.Addressingavirtual rally for
Madhya Pradesh on June 25,
Naddasaid:“Today,Iwasshocked
towatchonTV that in 2005-06,
People’sRepublicofChinaandthe
Chinese embassygave a fat sum
toRGF... Thesepeople take funds
from China and then conduct
studiesthatarenotintheinterest
ofthecountry...Thenationwants
toknowforwhattheywerepaid...
Youtake$300,000donationand
teachusnationalism.”
UnionMinisterRavi Shankar

Prasad also raised the issue at a
pressbriefingthesameday.

BJP leader killed
fortifiedzonecameasashockfor
thesecurityestablishment,espe-
ciallyasBandiporehasbeenrela-
tivelycalminrecentyears.
Barihadbeenassociatedwith

theBJP formore than four years
andwas earlier president of the
party's Bandipore district unit.
KashmirIGPVijayKumarsaidthe
threewereshotbysomeuniden-
tifiedmen. "Theywere critically
injuredandsuccumbedlater."
UnionMinisterJitendraSingh

tweeted that Prime Minister
NarendraModi enquired about
thekillingandofferedhiscondo-
lencestothefamily.
Ina late-night statement, the

J&KPolice said, "Tenpolicemen
weredeployedforhis (Bari's) se-
curitybutnonewaskeptalongby
him at the time of incident...

Officers continue towork to es-
tablish the full circumstances of
this terror crimebesideswhyhe
waswithout any security... The
mendeployedforhissecurityare
beingdetainedfornegligenceun-
der(the)policeAct."
Sourcessaidtheremightbea

reviewofthesecurityprotocolof
mainstream politicians in the
Valley following the incident.
Aftertheimpositionofgovernor's
rule in Jammu and Kashmir in
2018andthesubsequentabroga-
tionofitsspecialstatus,thesecu-
rity of a large number ofmain-
stream politicians has been
withdrawnordowngraded.
Bari had joined the BJP after

unsuccessfully contesting the
2014 Assembly elections as an
Independent, and emerged as a
prominent face of the party in
Bandipore.
“It isabig loss for theparty. It

isanattackonnationalistthought
andthosebehinditarefrustrated.
His brotherwas coordinator for
theBJP’s youthwing inKashmir
province,"BJPnationalvice-pres-
ident (Youth Wing) Er Aijaz
Hussain toldThe IndianExpress,
adding the partywon't be de-
terred by such incidents and
wouldcontinueitswork.
BJP president J PNadda said

thesacrificeofBariandhisfamily
"willnotgo invain”.BJPnational
general secretaryandtheparty's
point man for the state Ram
Madhav tweeted, “Shocked and
saddenedbydkillingofyoungBJP
leaderWasimBariandhisbrother
byterrorists."
Former J&K chief minister

Omar Abdullah and Congress
state presidentGhulamAhmad
Mirwereamongtheleaderswho
expressed shock at the killing.
JammuandKashmirApniParty's
AltafBukharisaidthat“suchinci-
dents are downright appalling
anddisturbing".

Dubey bodyguard
officer of Chaubeypur, Vinay
Tiwari,andSub-InspectorKrishna
KumarSharmaonchargesofcon-
spiracy.
There is evidence that Tiwari

andSharmahadtippedoffVikas
Dubeyaboutthepoliceraidinhis
village,Kanpurseniorsuperinten-
dent of police, DineshKumar P,
said.
The STF killed AmarDubey,

the personal gunner of Vikas
Dubey, in a joint operationwith
police inHamirpurdistrict adja-
cent to Kanpur early on
Wednesday.
AmarDubeywas among the

menwhohad fired at thepolice
party inBikruvillage inKanpur’s
Chaubeypur police station area
earlyon July3.AmarDubeycar-
riedabountyofRs50,000onhis
head.
Hamirpur superintendent of

policeShlokKumarsaidtheyhad
received information thatAmar
DubeyhadbeenspottedinArtara
villageunderMaudahapolicesta-
tion,andateamoftheSTFandlo-
cal police had surrounded the
area.
AmarDubeyhadopenedfire

with a countrymadepistol, and
police had returned fire. Amar
Dubeyandtwopolicepersonnel
—aninspector-rankofficeranda
constable— sustainedbullet in-
juries in theshooting.All injured
were rushed to hospital,where
doctors declared Amar Dubey
dead,theSPsaid.
Police said an automatic

weapon was recovered from
AmarDubey.Theconditionofthe
twoinjuredpolicemenisstable.
IG, Kanpur Range Mohit

Agarwal said Amarwas a close
aide of Vikas Dubey's, and had
firedthemostshotsat thepolice
inBikruvillage.
The UP government on

Wednesdayincreasedthereward
forVikasDubeytoRs5lakh.ADG
(Law&Order) Prashant Kumar
saidthepolicewouldnotrestun-
til all the accused had been
broughttojustice.
LateonTuesdaynight,Kanpur

Police arrested threepersons af-

ter a brief encounter in
Chaubeypur, including one
ShyamuBajpai,whocarriedare-
ward of Rs 50,000 on his head,
and Sanju Dubey, the father of
AmarDubey.
Bajpaiwasshotinhisrightleg,

buthisconditionwasstatedtobe
stable.Thethirdmanwasidenti-
fiedasoneJahanYadav.
ADG Prashant Kumar said

BajpaiandYadavwerenamedin
the FIR registered in connection
withthemurderof theeightpo-
licemen.TheroleofSanjuDubey
hadcometolightinthecourseof
theinvestigation,theADGsaid.A
countrymade pistol had been
foundonBajpai,policesaid.
Thethreeindividualsarrested

inFaridabadhavebeenidentified
asKartikey alias Prabhat, Ankur,
and Shrawan Kumar, who is
Ankur’s father. Kartikey alias
Prabhat belongs toBikruvillage,
while Ankur and Shrawan are
from Kakorpur village under
Kanpur'sShivrajpurpolicestation
area.
Ankur and Shrawan had

moved to Faridabad a fewyears
ago,andhadallegedlybeenshel-
tering Kartikey alias Prabhat.
Kartikey is named in the FIR on
themurder of the eight police-
men,Kanpur SSPDineshKumar
Psaid.
Faridabad Police PRO Sube

Singhsaid:“OnTuesday,informa-
tionwasreceivedthatsomeaides
of gangsterVikasDubeyarehid-
ingwithweapons inNew Indira
NagarComplex,HariNagar.Based
on this, a raidwas conducted in
thearea.”
AteamoftheFaridabadCrime

Branchmadethearrestsafteran
exchangeof fire.Twopistolsthat
hadreportedlybeenlootedfrom
thepolicemenkilledinBikruvil-
lagewererecovered.
“PrabhathasstatedthatVikas

Dubeyandhehadfledaftergrab-
bing two pistols and live car-
tridges that belonged to thepo-
licemen.Theystayedfortwodays
at thehomeof a friend in Sheoli
village inKanpurDehatdistrict,”
PROSinghsaid.
Prabhat, Ankur andShrawan

were produced in court on
Wednesday afternoon, and
Prabhatwas sent to transit re-
mand at the request of the UP
PoliceandhandedovertotheSTF.
AnkurandShrawanwerere-

manded in judicial custody.
Shravan tested positive for the
novel coronavirus, and “jail au-
thoritieswillfollowtheguidelines
of the Health Department” in
dealingwithhim,Singhsaid.
IG Agarwal said, Ankur and

Shrawan are not accused in the
caseyet.
ADGKumarsaidthatthreeof

thesevenpoliceweaponslooted
byVikasDubey andhis gangon
thenightof July2-3hadbeenre-
covered so far. “Weareyet to re-
coveranINSASrifleandanAK-47
rifle thatwere taken by the ac-
cused,”hesaid.
Hours after the Bikru village

killings,policehadgunneddown
Vikas Dubey'smaternal uncle
PremPrakashPandey,andhisas-
sociate Atul Dubey. Both these
menwerenamedintheFIR.
Then,onJuly5,policearrested

four people, including Vikas
Dubey’sassociatesDayaShankar
andUmaShankarAgnihotri.Daya
Shankarwas allegedly among
thosewhohadfiredatthepolice,
andcarriedarewardofRs25,000
onhishead.
A day later, three others, in-

cluding twowomen, were ar-
restedforallegedlyinstigatingthe
criminals and supplying them
withinformationonpolicemove-
ments.Theyhavebeenidentified
asSureshVerma,KshamaDubey,
andRekhaAgnihotri, thewife of
UmaShankarAgnihotri.
AndonWednesdayevening,

two more women – Khushi
Dubey, thewife of AmarDubey,
andShantiDevi,themotherofab-
scondingaccusedHeeruDubey–
were arrested in Kanpur. Both
womenareaccusedofeggingon
the criminals as they fired at the
policeonJuly3, IGAgarwalsaid.
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Board should have
been careful: Sisodia
on syllabus change
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Can’t we
pay docs,
asks HC

55-year-old businessman
kills self in Shahdara

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY8

EXPRESSING RESERVATIONS
about themanner inwhich the
Central Board of Secondary
Education selected topics to
dropaspartof itscurriculumra-
tionalisation for Classes IX to
XII, Delhi Education Minister
Manish Sisodia Wednesday
askedtheboardexplaintherea-
sonsbasedonwhich the topics
had been chosen, particularly
thoseof strongrelevance"inthe
contemporary context".
Sisodia had been strongly

supportive of syllabus reduc-
tion, and had written to HRD
MinisterRameshPokhriyal last
month, suggesting 30% reduc-
tioninsyllabusacrossallgrades
and subjects. However, on
Wednesday, he said while he
supported the decision on re-
duction,hehadconcernsonthe
manner inwhich itwas imple-
mented.
"The curriculum deduction

detailscontainingsubject-wise
topics, which have been
deleted, gives no reason as to
why a particular topic or chap-
ter has been left out… Social
Science isonedisciplinewhere
thereismaximumscopeofcon-
troversy and I agree that no
matterwhichtopicsarechosen
or left out, the questions are
bound to be raised. Hence the
boardshouldhavebeencareful
and explained its rationale be-
hind dropping certain topics,"
he wrote in a detailed state-
ment.
He asked the board to clar-

ify why it dropped the follow-
ingtopics-"DemocraticRights"
and"FoodSecurity in India" for
Class IX; "Democracy and
Diversity", "Gender Religion
and Caste", "Popular Struggles
and Movement" and
"Challenges to Democracy" for

Class X; "Federalism",
"Citizenship", "Nationalism"
and "Secularism" for Class XI,
"Social and New Social
Movements in India", "Regional
Aspirations" and
"Understanding Partition" for
ClassXII".
Respondingtothecriticisms

in a statement, CBSE stated the
reductionexercisewasalimited
one-time measure, and only
meant the topics would not be
tested in the2021boardexams
and could be taught by teach-
ers.
However, Sisodia criticised

this, pointing to theexam-cen-
tred approach of school teach-
ing.
"…asking heads of schools

andteacherstocoverthosetop-
icswhileexplicitlysayingthese
will not be part of internal or
year-end board exams is not
enoughas it iswell-knownthat
evaluation drives teaching-
learning in class. Hence, for all
practicalpurposes, thesetopics
are unlikely to be covered…
Social Science topics are so rel-
evant inthecontemporarycon-
text that it is important that
children learn about it through
authentic sources rather than
through 'Whatsapp
University.'"

Sisodia askedCBSEto
explainthereasonsbased
onwhichthetopicswere
chosen

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY8

"WEAREcallingdoctors corona
warriors.Canwenotpaythem?"
the Delhi High Court observed
Wednesday during the hearing
of a PIL on non-payment of
salaries to resident doctors of
Kasturba Hospital and Hindu
Rao Hospital, run by the North
MCD.
A bench of Chief Justice DN

Patel and Justice Prateek Jalan
observedwhen"you(Additional
SolicitorGeneralSanjayJain)are
appearing in the matter, we
want that the doctors are being
paid".
"All salariedmen are poor,"

thebenchremarked,afteritwas
informed that the NorthMCD
wasunabletopayemployees,in-
cluding resident doctors, as the
Delhi government has not re-
leased the entire funds for the
firstquarterofthisfinancialyear.
The civic body also con-

tendedthataroundRs162crore
was due to it by the Delhi gov-
ernmentinthefirstquarterof fi-
nancialyear2020-21andofthat
only Rs 27 crore has been sanc-
tioned,whichis"yettobeseen".
The submission was dis-

puted by Additional Solicitor
General Jain,who,appearingfor
the Delhi government, submit-
ting that in its report filed
Tuesday the amounts released
tothecorporationbyvariousde-
partmentshavebeen indicated.
The ASG said, "All dues have
been cleared by the Delhi gov-
ernment."
Whileclarifyingthatthepay-

ment of salaries/stipend is re-
lated only to thehealth person-
nel at Kasturba Hospital and
Hindu Rao Hospital, the bench
asked the Delhi government to
fileanaffidavitrespondingtothe
civic body's contentions and
listed thematter for July29.
The court was hearing a PIL

initiatedbyitself,aftertakingsuo
motu cognizance of news re-
portsthatresidentdoctorsofthe
twohospitalswere intendingto
either resignorgoonstrike.
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NewDelhi: A 55-year-old busi-
nessman allegedly committed
suicide by shooting himself in-
side his office premises in
ShahdaraWednesday. The de-
ceased has been identified as
propertydealerNaveenBansal.
DCP (Shahdara) Amit

Sharma said, "He shot himself
inside his office in Panchsheel
Garden. A note was recovered
fromthepocketofhisshirt,butit
doesn'tindicatewhyhetookthis
step." Sharma said the incident
took place between 3.15 pm-4
pm."Therewasnooneinsidethe
office. A relativemade the PCR
call... there are shops below the
office,andit'spossiblesomeone
mayhaveheardthesoundofthe
gunshot and informed the fam-

ily.Bansal'shouseisnearby,"said
apoliceofficer.
Aseniorpoliceofficersaidthe

suicidenote,addressedtohiswife
inHindi,saysshemaybetroubled
by this incidentand"please take
careof the children." "His family
hasbeenunabletopointoutwhy
hewouldhavetakensuchanex-
treme step. Financial distress is
one of the angles being investi-
gated,"saidapoliceofficer.
However,CCTVfootagefrom

thefirstfloorofficewherethein-
cident took place has been re-
covered. "The footage showshe
shothimself,butwehavesentit
toFSL for further investigation,"
said a senior police officer.
Inquestproceedingsinthemat-
terhavebeen initiated.ENS

MOSTCASESREPORTEDFROMEASTERNRANGE

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, JULY8

EAST DISTRICTwith 374 cases,
Northeast with 367 and Outer
with 312 are the three top dis-
trictswheremaximumsnatch-
ing incidents took place in the
last six months, according to
the half-yearly statistics pro-
videdbyDelhi Police. To tackle
this,DelhiPoliceCommissioner
S N Shrivastava has asked all
DCPs to identifycrimehotspots
in their areas after analysing
PCR calls and to increase pa-
trolling.
SinceMay1,therehasbeena

suddenspike insnatchingcases
inthecity.Withmaximumcases
being committed by repeat of-
fenders, police are on their toes
tonab them.
Data shows that 220 cases

were reported fromMay 1-15;

342 cases fromMay 16-31; and
471cases fromJune1-15.
The districts presented the

datatoShrivastavainacrimere-
viewmeeting lastweek.
As per the data, the Eastern

range – which includes East,
NortheastandShahdaradistricts
– is the only rangewhere every
district has reported over 300
snatching cases each. With 31
cases, the NewDelhi district is
theonlyonewiththe lowest in-

cidents.
“Of 374cases inEastdistrict,

127 have been solved and 166
people have been arrested till
June 30. InNortheast, 142 cases
have been solved and 143 peo-
ple arrested. In Shahdara, 307
cases were reported and 203
casessolved.Theyhavearrested
205peopleonchargesofsnatch-
ing,whichisthehighestnumber
of arrests made as compared
with theother14districts,” said

aseniorofficer.
DCP (East) Jasmeet Singh

told TheIndianExpress thatthey
havestartedanalysingPCRcalls
of snatchingincidentsof thelast
one andhalf years.
“We identified at least 17

hotspots and increased police
patrolling, deployedourpolice-
men in civil dress. Apart from
taking action against snatchers,
wearealsotakingactionagainst
receivers, who purchased from

snatchers,”hesaid.
According to police, at least

17 snatching cases are reported
every day, with several others
goingunreported.
“Western range -- Outer,

West and Dwarka districts – is
the second rangewheremaxi-
mumsnatchingincidentsarere-
ported. 312caseswere reported
inOuterdistrict,ofwhich93have
been solved while 114 people
have been arrested. Asmany as
198 cases were reported in
Dwarkaandtheyhavesolved87
cases,butarrested149people.In
Westdistrict,73caseshavebeen
solved out of 194 cases and 115
peoplearrested,” saidanofficer.
The police chief has been

holding weekly crime review
meetings,whichusedtohappen
once in a fortnight. In one such
meeting, Shrivastava had asked
all DCPs to do “crimemapping”
of crime prone areas to curb
street crime.

PRITAMPALSINGH
NEWDELHI, JULY8

DELHI UNIVERSITY
Wednesday informedtheDelhi
High Court that it has decided
to postpone the online open
book examinations again, till
afterAugust15.Examsfor final-
year UG and PG students were
scheduled to be held from July
10.
Thevarsity's responsecame

in the backdrop of the court's
queryposedto itTuesday, seek-
ing clarification on whether
therewould be a change in the
examschedule.
The submission was made

before JusticePrathibaMSingh,
who took note and placed the

petitions for Thursday before
the division bench, which is
seized of the issue concerning
postponement of exams re-
peatedly. The court, however,
expresseddispleasureover the

varsity's stand and orally ob-
served, "Just see how you are
playing with the lives of chil-
dren."
"Youwere not fair with the

courtaboutyourpreparedness

for holding the online exami-
nations. Youare sayingyouare
ready, but theminutes of your
meeting shows the contrary,"
said the court. DU's counsel
submitted the varsity has de-
cided to postpone exams from
July 10. The court said in its or-
der, "... the sudden change of
mind topostpone theexamaf-
terAugust15,withoutanycer-
taindate, asper thedecisionof
the High-Powered Committee
dated July 7, 2020, has been
placedbefore thiscourt today".
Hours later, the university

issued a notification, stating,
"with reference to thenotifica-
tion issued on June 27, 2020, it
is hereby notified for informa-
tion to all concerned that the
open book examination for all

streams of final-year/semes-
ter/termofundergraduateand
postgraduate students, includ-
ingSOLandNCWEB,scheduled
to be held from July 10, 2020
stands postponed."
"The new notification for

the conduct of the examina-
tions along with the revised
datesheetsandother informa-
tionshallbeprovidedontheof-
ficial website of the University
induecourseof time," itadded.
On June 29, the division

bench had issued notice to DU
askingwhycontemptproceed-
ings not be initiated against it
anditsofficers for tryingtomis-
lead the court by withholding
information on deferment of
the online OBE from July 1 to
July 10.

Online open book exams postponed until after
August 15, Delhi University tells High Court

The IndianExpress reportdated July8

TOP5DISTRICTS
DISTRICT CASES SOLVED ARRESTED

East 374 127 166
Northeast 367 142 143
Outer 312 93 114
Shahdara 307 203 205
Rohini 232 92 129

Snatching cases a concern, police
chief asks for list of crime hotspots

At least17snatchingcases
arereported inaday:Police

New Delhi
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WITH3,982recoveriesand2,033
new cases, Delhi saw almost
twiceasmanyrecoveriesasfresh
coronaviruscasesonWednesday.
The city’s total case count is
1,04,864,ofwhich23,452arestill
active. The toll reached 3,213,
with48newdeathsin24hours.
Withover10,000Covidbeds

unoccupiedinhospitals,thegov-
ernment is now focusing on
bringing down the fatality rate,
whichstandsat3%.
Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal also inaugurated the
500-bed Covid Care facility at
CommonwealthGamesVillage,
through video conferencing
Wednesday.Thefacility is linked
toLokNayakHospitalandateam
of80doctorsand150nurseswill
bestationedthere.
The CM asked the principal

health secretary, Vikram Dev
Dutt,toprepareadetailedreport
on the factors behind Covid-19
deathsoverthepast15days.
Officials said the data has

been sought to identify at-risk
categories and focuson targeted
interventions. Between June 24
andJuly7,800peoplediedofthe
virus. InDelhi, reports of Covid-

19patientsfromhospitalsarefirst
sent toadeathaudit committee,
whichanalysesthecauseofdeath
andwhether it canbeattributed
totheviraldisease.
While an overall analysis of

deathswas earlier shared in the
daily health bulletin— a docu-
mentthatcanbeaccessedbythe
public — this has not been the

caseforalmosttwomonths.
The last time death data

analysiswasmadepublicwason
May 20. At the time, 176 deaths
hadbeenreportedinthecityand
thefatalityratewas1.59%.
As per the analysis then, 52%

of thosewhodiedwereover 60,
evenas thetotal cases that fell in
thiscategorywere14%.Forthose
below the age of 50, the fatality
ratewas21%andtheshare into-
talcaseswas70%.

The data also had details re-
gardingtheprevalenceofcomor-
bidconditionsinthosewhodied.
While89%ofthosebelowtheage
of 50 had comorbid conditions,
this figure was 90% for those
abovetheageof60.
Officials said the report

sought by the CM will break
downthecasesintoevensmaller
sectionsthatwill lookatage,dif-
ferentco-morbidconditionsand
analysewhoisthemostatrisk.

2,033NEWCASES,3,982RECOVERIES

SOMYALAKHANI
&ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, JULY8

JUST FIVEminutes fromhome,
brothers Hashim Ali (19) and
AmirKhan(30)madefranticcalls
to their family between 9 and
9.30 pmon February 26, saying
theywere afraid because amob
had gathered outside, targeting
Muslims.By10pm,theirphones
wereswitchedoff.
Bodies of the two were

among nine victims fished out
fromadrainduringtheFebruary
riots in Northeast Delhi. The
brothers'lasthourisdetailedina
chargesheet filedbyDelhiPolice
atKarkardoomacourton June4,
basedonastatementrecordedby
their fatherBabuKhan.
Thesiblingswerestayingata

relative'shouseinGhaziabadand
decided to return home to
Northeast Delhi on February 26
after they heard that the "situa-
tionhadimprovedinthearea".
Multiple phone calls were

madebyHashim tohis younger
brotherNasirAli'stwophonesbe-
tween9and9:30pm,Babuwrote
inhisstatementtopolice.
"Hashim Ali told him that

they have reached near
Gokulpurigandanalapuliya,and
will reachwithin fiveminutes,
but theywerevery scaredas the
crowdwasgatheringontheroad
andwere killingMuslimpeople
aftercheckingtheiridentities.He
alsoaskedthem(hisfamilymem-
bers) tomeet outside the gate.
They were very fearful.
Thereafter, around 10 pm, the
familyagain tried tocallHashim
and Amir but their mobile
phoneswere switched off. They
called severalmobile phones to
locate both their sons, but could
not find them. This factwas also

corroboratedwith the call detail
record of Hashim," the
chargesheetstates.
OnFebruary28,Babuvisited

Gokulpuri police station at 9 am
forhelp in tracinghis sons. Their
searchendedwhenASIRamDass
took them to the GTB hospital
mortuary,whereBabuidentified
the two bodies. The police
chargesheetstatesthatthebroth-
erswere killed by amob,which
dumped their bodies in the
Bhagirathi Vihar nala. Their
Apachemotorcyclewasburnt to
destroyevidence.
AdvocateMehmood Pracha,

who is representing Babu, said,
"Police have all manner of evi-
dence, including WhatsApp
chats.Theyhavearrestedonlythe
footsoldiers.Policemustinvesti-
gate CDRof all these persons to
find out who was pulling the
strings."
Police have so far

chargesheeted11persons in the
case for the murders of nine
Muslim men, including the
brothers. Police have stated that
theaccusedwere"seethingwith
anger asmany stories/news of
Hindus being targeted by
Muslims"were circulating. The
accusedconspiredtokillMuslim
menonaWhatsAppgroupcalled
KattarHindutEkta,whichhadat
least125members.
As reported by The Indian

Express,policehavelargelyrelied
on the statement of an eyewit-
nesswhowas around the spot
searching forhis lost bike. Based
onhisstatement,thechargesheet
states: "Themob stopped two
personsridinganApachemotor-
cycle onwhichHashimAli and
AmirKhanwereriding.Themob,
after establishing theirMuslim
identity, killed bothwith stones,
cudgel, sticks, swords and iron
rods."

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA,JULY8

G H Chauhan (34) waited pa-
tientlyoutsideaglasschambered
roomattheInstituteofLiverand
BiliarySciences(ILBS)asadoctor
prepareda 'GauravPatra' to cer-
tifythathehaddonatedplasma.
A CISF personnel, Chauhan

tested positive for Covid-19 on
May 26while hewas posted in
Mehrauli.Onceherecovered,the
first thing onhismindwashow
he could help someone else.
"SeveralCISFpersonnelpostedto
Delhiwere infected. Some per-
sonnel had comeondeputation
andwe had heldmeetings to-
gether. It appears the infection
spread from there. I was admit-
tedtoAIIMSinJhajjarandrecov-
eredwithin14days.Adoctortold
meplasmacouldhelpothers, so
here I am,” said Chauhan, who
hails fromEtawah.
It’s been five days since the

first plasma bank opened in
VasantKunj'sILBS,andonanav-
eragemorethan35patientsvisit

the facility to donate plasma
everyday.
Accordingtoadoctor,around

25ofthosearedeemedfitfordo-
nation,whileothersaredeferred.
Theplasmabankwasinaugu-

rated by CM Arvind Kejriwal,
whohasrepeatedlyurgedrecov-
ered patients to come forward
anddonate.
"Anyonewhohasahistoryof

achronicillnesslikediabetes,hy-
perthyroid, etc cannot donate
plasma. A woman who gave

birthrecently isalsonoteligible.
Before the process, the person
needs to have ameal to prevent
weakness,” said Dr Noor Alam,
postedat theplasmabank.
According to a doctor,many

of those who donated plasma
since the bankwas inaugurated
aredoctors themselves.
DrAsthaBhutiyani, a senior

resident doctor at Deen Dayal
Hospital, felt it is people’s
"duty" to help others. "I got
Covid inthehospitalafter Iper-

formed surgery on a patient
who later tested positive. So
many likemehave testedposi-
tive while simply doing their
work. I feelhealthyafter recov-
ering and the donation might
be of immense use to a person
trying to recover. Especially a
senior citizen,” she said.
Once thedonation is carried

out, an acknowledgment letter
is given to theperson fromhos-
pitalauthoritiesonbehalfof the
government, thanking the
donor.
"When I tested positive, I

was very worried since I live
withmyoldmother and three-
year-oldson. Iworkinthenurs-
ingdepartmentofGTBHospital
and it is possible I got the infec-
tion there. I was contacted by a
doctorwhoneededplasma so I
camewithouthesitation.There
is a stigma about recovery, but
weneedtobementallystrong. I
have donated blood in the past
aswell, so itwasafairlysmooth
processforme,”saidMoinuddin
Hussain (24), who tested posi-
tive lastmonth.

CORONAVIRUS IN THECAPITAL

TOTAL CASES

1,04,864
Total Vacant

HOSPITAL BEDS 15,079 10,257
VENTILATORS 955 442

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
July 7 2,008 2,129 50 22,448
July 8 2,033 3,982 48 22,028
Total 23,452* 78,199 3,213 7,01,859

*Total active cases

Minutes from home,
brothers killed in
riots made desperate
calls to their family

SOMYALAKHANI
NEWDELHI,JULY8

“FORTHE last threemonths, the
government,media, and thepo-
lice have been telling people to
stay at home to stay safe but no
one listens... Frontlineworkers
suffer because of this.Mere ghar
aakar dekho kaisa lagta hai jab
jawanbetaguzar jaatahai coron-
avirusse,"saidJagdishPrasad(63),
father of Delhi Police constable
YogenderPrasadYadav.
Yogender (40),whowas de-

ployed at outer Delhi's Paschim
Vihar (West) police station, died
Tuesdayafternoon.He'ssurvived
byhiswifeandtheirtwochildren
aged 14 and 3 years. Yogender
joinedtheDelhiPolice in2003.
DCP (Outer) Dr A Koan said,

"HewasadmittedatParkhospi-
talonJune12,andhetestedpos-
itiveforCovidonJune25.Around
3pmTuesday,hepassedaway."
Yogender'sfathersaidthathis

sonsufferedfromaliverailment,
andwasonduty till June11. "On
June 12, he complained of fever
sowerushedhimtothehospital...
On June 25, wewere informed
thathetestedpositive forCovid-
19,"saidJagdish.
Park Hospital's medical su-

perintendent Dr Rekha Gupta
said that Yogender came to the
hospitalwith a liver disease but
displayednosymptomsofCovid-

19. Dr Gupta said, "His chest X-
Raywasclearbutaweeklaterhe
showedCovidsymptoms...hisre-
portcamepositiveonJune25."
Yogender's condition deteri-

orated onMonday evening and
he was put on the ventilator.
Jagdishsaid,"AfterthatIcouldn't
speaktohim.Beforethis,Iwould
sendcoconutwaterforhimdaily,
speak to himvia video call. The
last time I spoke to him on
Monday afternoon, I told him to
do 'pranaayaam and kapaal-
bhaati' andnot toworry.Healso
spoketohissonforafewminutes
that day. Hours later, hewas on
theventilator.OnTuesdayafter-
noon, Iwastoldhe'snomore."
Yogender isthetwelfthDelhi

Police personnel to succumb to
Covid-19. Lieutenant Governor
Anil Baijal said, "A great loss for
theorganisation.DelhiPolicewill
extend all possible help to his
family.Mydeepestcondolences."

2 staffers face action
over AIIMS body swap

Man who lost relatives in earthquake, was
adopted by Old Delhi family, beats Covid

First-ever
virtual parade
for police

Panel outlines strategy to
get business back on track

Kejriwal inauguratedaCovidcare facilityatCWGvillage

Kejriwal seeks detailed death data
as recoveries outstrip newcases

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI, JULY8

AROUND56housesinEastDelhi
wererazedinademolitiondrive
carriedoutbytheEastcivicbody
sinceMonday, followingaDelhi
HighCourt order to remove en-
croachments. Themove, which
comesinthemidstof theCovid-
19pandemic,hasleftseveralres-
idents out on the streets. The
EDMC, however, said itwas fol-
lowing the court order and has
to file a compliance report by
August17.
The houses occupied the

200-metre stretch near Angad
Nagar, from the Khureji traffic
signal to Chitra Vihar. Most
houseswere jhuggis that were
later converted into concrete
structures,whichencroachedon
government land, saidofficials.
One of the residents, Padma

(45)said:“Thegovernmentsays
peopleshouldnotgooutofhome
duringcorona,butwehavebeen
evicted in such a time. At least
they should have allowed us to
staytill theviruspersists.”
Another resident, Rahul

Kumar said, “Most people here
are unemployed at present,
manywork as ragpickers or as

safai karamcharis.”
EastMCDMayorNirmal Jain

said stopping the demolition is
not in his hands as the road be-
longstothePWDanddemolition
isbeingdoneoncourtorders.
According to the EDMC

spokesperson: “Policeprovided
security, while the corporation
iscarryingouttheexercisealong
with assistance from the Public
Works Department (PWD) as
the rightofway is theirs.”
A PWDofficial said, “We are

following the court order. The
mandate is thatMCDcarries out
thedemolitionandPWDprovides
logisticalsupport.Weareprovid-

ingmanpowerandmachinery.”
The spokesperson said the

encroachment removal order
was first given in 2015 by the
High Court. Residents moved
court andwere asked to estab-
lish their title suit in a lower
court: "The casewas dismissed
in 2019. It is not fair to say they
have not been given time, they
knew for four years that they
were not the owners.” A con-
tempt petition was filed in
January and EDMCwas told to
submit a compliance report on
August 17. “The only option for
us was to comply,” said the
spokesperson.

Moinuddin(left) andDrAsthaareamongthosewhohave
donatedplasma

New Delhi: The committee
formed to accelerate economic
recovery inDelhi has set a three
prongedstrategywhichwilllook
at short,mediumand long term
planstohelpbusinesseshithard
during the pandemic. In its first
meeting,thecommitteedecided
to focus on ensuring survival of
industry sectors by revisiting li-
censingnorms,simplifyingCovid
related regulations and taking
measurestorevivedemand.
People fromdifferent indus-

tries,whoarepartofthecommit-
tee,suggestedthatrelevantsteps
betakenforeach,likepermitting
outdoor sitting and extending
hours of operations in restau-
rants,andmarketssettingupown

control rooms to ensure social
distancingandsanitisation.
Municipal corporationshave

initiated the process for auto-
maticextensionof all existing li-
censesandthedepartmentofin-
dustries has provided a
moratoriumonleaserentonland
issuedbyDSIIDCandareduction
ininterestrateonpenalties.
Jasmine Shah, Dialogue and

Development Commission vice
chairpersonandheadofthecom-
mittee, said Delhi had set the
groundforeconomicrecoveryby
puttinginplaceadequatehealth-
care facilities. “Byworking to-
getherwith industry stakehold-
ers,Delhi government is keen to
comeoutstronger,”hesaid.ENS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY8

DELHI POLICE inducted 1,320
constables into the force in a
first-evervirtualpassingoutpa-
radeforrecruitconstablesatthe
Police Training College in
JharodaKalanonTuesday.
Union Minister of State

(HomeAffairs) GKishanReddy,
who was the chief guest, at-
tended the parade from the
PoliceHQat Jai SinghRoad. The
event was streamed live on
Facebook and YouTube. Of the
1,320recruits, 407arewomen.
DelhiPoliceCommissionerS

N ShrivastavawelcomedUnion
MinisterReddyandtheygavean
“e-salute” toall theconstables.
At Jharoda Kalan, the atten-

dees wore facemasks and fol-
lowedsocialdistancingnorms.
Reddy congratulated all the

trainees for choosing to join so-
cial service.
Delhi Police Additional PRO

AnilMittal said, “Itwasaspecial
passingoutceremony.”

ConstableYogenderYadav

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY8

ADAY after amix-up at the AI-
IMSmortuary led to bodies of
two Covid patients being
swapped, the hospital has sus-
pendedastafferandterminated
the services of anotherworker
for the lapse.
“Amedicallabtechnicianwas

suspendedandoneproject staff
was terminated. Theywork in
themortuarydepartment.While
the technician is a permanent
employee,theprojectstaffwasa
contractualworkerwhohandled
registration and otherwork re-
latedtobodies.Acommitteehas
been set up under Dr T S Roy
(head of the anatomy dept). Dr
Sanjay Arya and Dr Lokesh
Kashyapwillbepartof thecom-
mittee,” saidaseniordoctor.

On Tuesday, Anjum’s family,
including her four brothers and
twoyoungchildren,waitedatthe
ITO graveyard to bury her. The
35-year-oldhaddiedanightbe-
forefromCovidcomplicationsat
theAIIMSTraumaCentre.
However, the family was in

forashockwhentheyfoundout
that the bodywasn’t Anjum’s.
One of her brothers, Gaffar (35),
said, “It was an old woman. I
shouted at the workers and
asked formysister.Herchildren
had come from Bareilly to see
theirmother for the last time.”
According to the family, the

bodywasidentifiedthroughatag
which read, Kusum Lata. The
familywent to the hospital and
found that Lata’s family had al-
readycrematedAnjum’sbody.
Anil Mittal, Additional PRO

(DelhiPolice),said,“Wearelook-
ing into it.”

Pleaseeks
‘rescue’of
womanfrom
ashram
NewDelhi:The Supreme
CourtWednesday asked
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta to look intoaplea
by a Telangana resident
seeking “rescue” of his
daughterwhohealleged
hadbeen“trapped”inan
Ashram inDelhi and ac-
tion against “17 illegal
ashrams” run by “bogus
babas”. The petitioner
claimed that his daugh-
ter, a post-doctoral
scholar from Iowa State
University, USA, “has
been staying in a jail like
conditionfromJuly2015
inAdhyatmikaVidyalaya
founded by a rape ac-
cused”inRohiniinDelhi.
“See what can be done.
Thiskindofpractisegives
abadnametoeveryone,"
Chief Justice S A Bobde
toldMehta.

Govttoldto
speeduptests
forpregnant
women
NewDelhi:TheDelhiHigh
CourtWednesday asked
theDelhi government to
expedite Covid-19 tests
and results of pregnant
womenwhoseekthetest.
The Delhi government
told the court that as per
theadvisoryissuedbythe
IndianCouncilofMedical
Research, the test results
wouldbedeclaredwithin
anhour.

BSESstaffer
among2held
forextortion
NewDelhi:Twomen, in-
cludingacontractualem-
ployee of BSES,were ar-
rested byDelhi Police for
allegedlycheatingandex-
tortingmoney fromcus-
tomers on the pretext of
electricity theft, police
saidWednesday. The ac-
cused,identifiedasRajesh
Sool, and his gang have
been extorting money
from people since 2017,
policesaid.ENS

BRIEFLY

Thehousesoccupieda200-metrestretchnearAngadNagar,
fromtheKhureji traffic signal toChitraVihar. PremNathPandey

Cop dies of Covid,
leaves 2 kids behind

At plasma bank, many faces and one
common goal: Help anyone we can

SOMYALAKHANI
NEWDELHI, JULY8

TWOMONTHS after he recov-
ered from Covid-19, Old Delhi
resident Mukhtiar Ahmed has
found himself flooded with
congratulations, includingfrom
ChiefMinisterArvindKejriwal.
Speaking to The Indian Express,
Ahmed said he was born in a
village in Maharashtra’s
Osmanabad in the “seventh
monthof 1913”.
His grandson Mohd Afik

(32) said that mid-April, three
members of his family, includ-
ing Ahmed, contracted the
virus.
“We got him admitted to

Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality
Hospital due to his age, even
though he had no symptoms.

Hewastherefor17daysandre-
turnedhomeonMay1.Mypar-
ents also tested positive and
have recovered,” saidAfik.
Adoctor at thehospital said

Ahmedwasdischargedafterhis
test result came negative, and
that his age, “106 years”, was

provided by the family. The
family said there is nohospital,
school or college certificate in
their possession to determine
hisage,butthis iswhat“Ahmed
told us when we met him for
the first timeoveradecadeago
at a dingy food stall in Bara
HinduRao”.
Ahmed was “adopted” by

Afik’s family that day, after he
told themabout his life.
“I was born in Osmanabad

but later moved to Mumbai,
and worked at construction
sites, did some masonry, and
also built furniture that was
usedinfilms.MaineGandhi jiko
dekhahai, angrezokaraajdekha
hai, aur swatantra dekhi hai,”
Ahmed said.
He said that the 1993 Latur

earthquake wiped out several
members of his family, includ-

inghiswifeandtwochildren. “I
was inMumbaiwithmy son at
thetime...hetoodiedafewdays
later…Someyears later, Imade
it to Delhi. Here, I worked as a
mason in Connaught Place,
TurkmanGate,KarolBagh.One
day, I was alone and old with
nowhere to go,” said Ahmed,
fondly called Abba by his
adopted family.
His “granddaughter”

Taiyaba,whoplaysmediator in
all conversations as Ahmed is
hardofhearing,said:“Whenwe
met him, he told us his age and
his story. He tells us stories
about seeing Gandhi ji. How
could we have left him on the
streets at that age?”
On Wednesday, Kejriwal

saidAhmed’s recoverywas“in-
spiring”, and congratulated
doctorswho treatedhim.

MukhtiarAhmed

Demolition during pandemic leaves residents in the
lurch, East civic body says just following court orders
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

BALLOT BUZZ
THEDECISIONaheadofBiharAssemblyelectionstoallowthose
aged65andabovetovoteviapostalballothassnowballedinto
apoliticalcontroversy.Fiveparties–theCongress,CPI,CPM,TMC
andRJD—haveopposed themove,with somewriting toCEC
Sunil Arora, arguing that itwouldexpose senior citizens to in-
fluencebytheadministrationandthepartyinpower.Although
theConduct of ElectionRuleshavebeenamended, theprovi-
sioncannotbeimplementedunlesstheECissuesaformalnoti-
ficationbeforeBiharpolls.TherowforcedtheCommission’sof-
ficers into a huddle thisweek. The buzz is that the ECmay
considernotnotifyingtheprovisionbeforeBiharpolls.

QUESTION OF QUORUM
CONGRESSMPJairamRameshciteddifficultiesinmusteringquo-
rumforthemeetingoftheStandingCommitteeonScienceand
Technology,Environment,ForestsandClimateChangeandsought
permissiontoholdvirtualmeetings.ButwhentheRajyaSabha
secretariatreviewedthematter,itwasfoundthatquorumisnot
necessaryforeverymeeting.Theofficialssaidquorumisneces-
saryonlyfortakingdecisionsandadoptingreportsbythecom-
mittee. Theyalso informedChairmanMVenkaiahNaidu that
committeeshavebeenmeetingwithoutquorumovertheyears.

MANY CONNECTIONS
NEWBRITISHHighCommissionerPhilipBartonWednesday
presentedhis credentials toPresidentRamNathKovind in a
virtualceremony.Barton’smotherwasborninShimlaandhe
was posted in Delhi in the 1990s. Hemet hiswife, Amanda,
when they both lived andworked here in India, and they
namedtheirdaughter India.

NEW POSITION
ACAREER diplomat, J P Singh has taken charge of Pakistan-
Afghanistan-Iran division in theMinistry of External Affairs.
Singhwasposted inKabulwhen the Indianembassywasat-
tacked.Later,hevolunteeredtoserveinPakistan,andwassent
toIslamabadasDeputyHighCommissioner.Heaccompanied
the familymembers tomeet Kulbhushan Jadhav. After serv-
ing in Istanbul asConsulGeneral for abrief stint, he returned
toDelhiandhasnowtakencharge inSouthBlock.

CHHATTISGARHHAS recorded
morethan3,000Covid-19cases,
andthemonsoonsandfinancial
crunchareadditionalstresseson
thesystem.StateHealthMinister
and senior Congress leader T S
SINGH DEO speaks to GARGI
VERMA about the challenges
aheadandthegovernment’sef-
forts to tackle them.

Whatarethechallengesfor
thestate indealingwiththe
pandemic?Whatarewe
doingtomeetthem?
With a large number of mi-

grants coming back to the state,
wearerampingupourtestsand
testing facility. Initially, the ex-
pectation was 1.5-2 lakh, but
now,we estimate 7 lakh people
have come to the state.With so
many people coming from af-
fectedareas, thenumbers in the
statewilldefinitelyincrease.Our
concern is to minimise the
deaths, whichmeans that early
detectionisthekey.Beyondthat,
ourworryiscommunityspread.
Tostopthat,wearerequestingall
individualstocooperate.Allindi-
viduals have to actively partici-
pate,beingacoronawarrior.We
arealsorampinguptestingfacil-
ities.Newtestingcentresarebe-
ing made in Rajnandgaon,
BilaspurandAmbikapur,andwe
have put out tenders for rapid
testingkitsandotherequipment.

Sevenlakhpeoplehave
returned,howarewegoing
todealwiththem,andensure
theyareearning?
So far, the state government

hasmetwiththetaskofproviding
employment invillages through
panchayatdepartmentandMGN-
REGA.Itisbeyondexpectation,as
wearenowcurrentlytoppingthe
country innumbers.Of the total
number of families that have
worked100jobdays,Chhattisgarh
has a 41% share. This iswhywe
havewrittenconstantlytothecen-
tral government to increase the
number of jobdays from100 to
200. If 55,000 families in
Chhattisgarhhave already com-
pleted their 100 days inMGN-
REGA,wherewill theyget suste-
nanceinthecomingmonths?We
have completed67%-70%of our
yearlytargets,andwillcertainlybe
exceedingthat.Fortheremaining
six months, barring the three
farmingmonths, wewill need
doubletheamountofmoneyfrom
theCentre, overwhat theyhave
senttillJune.Theymustatleastdo
it fortheCovidtimes, foracouple
ofyearstoaddressreversemigra-
tion.Therearesomeprovisionsof
51daysfromFRAforsomepeople,
then the government of
Chhattisgarhhad instituted an-
other50days,which isverydiffi-
culttobepulledthroughunderthe
financialconstraints.Ifthecentral
governmentdoesn’tpitchin,itwill
be verydifficult to care for the7
lakhwhohavereturned.

Howisthehealthcaresystem
holdingup?Arethereany
benefitsplannedfor
healthcareworkers?
Ourhealthcareworkershave

stooduptothechallengeandare
working non-stop. Even now,
withariseincases,thenumberof
people occupyingbeds is below

700.Thenumberofpeoplerecov-
ered ishigheronmostdays than
casescomingin.Wehadprepared
forworse projections, so unless
wereachthosenumbers,thestate
healthcare infrastructure will
hold.Ourproposals ofmonetary
incentivesforhealthcareworkers
arependingduetofinancialcon-
straints. The CM in the cabinet
meeting had said that if any
healthcare worker dies, they
would be given compensation,
but the incentive inpayoverand
abovewhat theyaregettinghas-
n’t been decided, althoughwe
havewrittentotheCMO.

What ishappeningonthe
GSTfront?Howisthere
growthfromlastyear,despite
a lockdown?
Thearrearsoflastyear’sshare

ofRs1,160croreofcompensation
were given to us thismonth, in-
dicatinga1.35%growthfromlast
year's quarter.While everything
hasplummeted, toa thirdof last
year’s collection, due to lock-
down…anymoneythisyearwill
certainly help. The central gov-
ernment,however,isnothelping,
by increasingthepricesofpetrol
anddiesel...

Rumoursofdissonance
betweenyouandtheCMhave
comeforth.TheOpposition
hasclaimedthat thereare
differencesbetweengroups
intheCongress,whichmight
leadtothegovernment
breakingdown.Your
comments?
All departments under me

haveperformedwellnationally.If
anyoneiscomingintheway,there
wouldnotbesuchaperformance.
There isnohindrancebytheCM.
Theworkingortheoutcomeisnot
affected.TheCMhasaskedmeto
attendall GSTCouncilmeetings.
WedointeractandIamentrusted
with important work. Some
thingsappeardifferentfromwhat
theyare.Theworkistakencareof,
whichistheimportantpartforthe
government.ChhattisgarhCongr-
essgovernmentbreakingdownis
impossible,aswehaveverycom-
fortable numbers. We are all
workingasa teamcommitted to
the high command. The high
commanddecideswhathappens
whenandwefollowthrough.
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‘Our health workers
stood up to Covid
challenge... we
prepared for worse’

TRACKING PM GARIB KALYAN ROJGAR ABHIYAN FROM GROUND ZERO

SANTOSHSINGH
KHAGARIA, JULY8

LAUNCHED FROM Khagaria,
Bihar, on June 20 by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Abhiyan, a 125-day skill-based
employment scheme, seems to
havehadlittletooffertothepeo-
pleofAlaulisofar.
Brajesh Kumar, nowback at

his village—Haripur, inAlauli, is
working underMGNREGA, and
alsotakinganyotheroddjobthat
comes hisway. The 18-year-old
worked at a blade factory in
Kasganj, Uttar Pradesh, and
earnedRs11,000permonthuntil
twomonths ago, before he re-
turnedtoHaripurduringthelock-
down.Hehadmoved toKasganj
afterfinishingClassXlastyear.
Over the last twomonths, he

hasearnedRs6.000,includingRs
1,400fromMGNREGA.
“I have learntmy lockdown

lesson,”Brajeshsaid.“Thesesmall
workswith little incomecannot
hold backworkers in Bihar for
long.Iwanttoresumemystudies
andundergoaprofessionalcourse
forbetterjobopportunities.”
He said his friendsDiljit and

Rajkumar also got 14days’work
with theMNREGA project, but
thatcamebeforethelaunchofthe
nationalcampaignlastmonth.
The IndianExpresscarriedout

random sampling of the cam-
paign’s progress at Haripur,
MeghaunaandSahasi—allunder
Alauli,oneoftheleast-developed
blocksofKhagariadistrict.
AtHaripur, therewasnotrace

of anyworker at a 565-foot pro-
posedbrick-soling site. “Around
100workers, including20migra-
nts,areengagedwiththeprojects

but the rainhaskept themaway
for threedays,”Alauli’sMNREGA
programme officer, Ramekbal
Pandit,said,whenTheIndianExp-
resswentthereovertheweekend.
Panditstruggledtogiveaccountof
workgeneratedafterthelaunchof
PMGaribKalyanAbhiyan.
At Giddha village of Sahasi,

Alauli’sMGNREGA junior engi-
neerSunilKumarsaid, “Wehave
completedtwocowshedworks.”
Kumaralso said, “49per cent

of its(project)costgoesaslabour
charge. Sixpeoplegot jobs for20
plusdays.”
However,oneofthetwocow-

sheds he counted — a project
worth Rs 1.33 lakh built at the
house of Mahavir Yadav—was
completed much before the
launchof theambitiousnational
campaign, according toMahavir,
whoalsoworkedfor14daysand
isyettoreceivehiswages.

UnderMGNREGA, aworker
getsRs177perdayforthis.
Mahavirownstwobighasand

livesbywheat andmaizegrown
ontheland.Hewouldhaveleftfor
workoutside,butforthevirus,he

said.The family,hesaid,has seen
hundredsofmigrantsreturntothe
villagesincethenationwidelock-
downwasimposedonMarch25.
At the samevillage, the cow-

shedofRamDareshYadavlayin-

complete,withno trace ofwork
visible. The tin shade is yet to be
put in place. RamDaresh’swife
Gudiya Devi said: “Work has
stopped for somedays.Myhus-
band alsoworked (here) along
with somemigrantworkers.My
husbandhasreturnedfromDelhi,
whereheworkedasalabourerin
thegrocerymarket.”
Programme officer Pandit

couldnotexplainwhytheycould
notresumework.
Of the places The Indian

Expressvisited,someevidenceof
goodwork generationwas seen
undertheGali-Nalischemeofthe
stategovernment’s SaatNischay
programmeatDalanHaripurvil-
lage, under Haripur panchayat.
The 1,4,00-foot lane in themid-
dle of the village road had been
completed half way. Its plaster
and cemented coverplateshave
tobereadied.

Around25workershavebeen
engagedforthisatadailywageof
Rs 300. Theproject has engaged
15migrantworkers.
Banarasi Singh,whohas re-

turnedfromDelhi,said:“Iearned
Rs 1,000daily by carrying grain
bags.Here, I getRs300daily.We
are getting somework but the
questionisforhowlong....Butwe
are happy to get somework at
home during these Covid-19
times.”
MetoSingh,whousedtowork

atAzadpurMandiinDelhi,saidto
beAsia’s largestwholesalemar-
ket, said theywould stay home
until October orNovember and
thendecidewhethertogobackto
tobigcitiesforwork.
Meghauna panchayat has

seennonewemployment drive
since the launch of the PMem-
ployment scheme. Alauli has 21
panchayatsbutbarely10haveso

farstartedsomeworksunderthe
ambitiouscampaign.
Alauli Block Development

OfficerAjeetKumar said: “So far
wehavethreeprojectsfortheen-
tireblock:constructionof21com-
munity toilets,whichmeans30
work days for dailywages of Rs
300,withhalf theworkgoing to
migrants; constructionof 3,000
houses,(whichis)agoodemploy-
ment spinner; andMGNREGA
workhereandthere.Besides,there
willbetreeplantationdrive”.
KhagariaDistrictMagistrate

Alok Ranjan Ghosh said: “Of
1.63,427man-days(ofwork)cre-
ated since the launch of the
schemeuntil July6,36,983man-
dayswere created formigrant
workers.Besides,27peoplewere
givenbee-keepingwork and65
people got sanitary complex
work. There are 27 agriculture
loanbeneficiaries.”

In district where PM launched job scheme, migrants say little work, less pay

WorkinprogressunderGali-NalischemeinAlauli. SantoshSingh

MILINDGHATWAI
BHOPAL, JULY8

“Workers likemewonder, even
youmust bewondering, howto
workwithCongressleaderswefo-
ughtagainst.Thisiswhatpoliticsis
allabout.Occasionally,youhaveto
takeabitterpillanddosocialwo-
rk,”BJPnationalgeneralsecretary
KailashVijayvargiya saidWedn-
esday,encapsulatingthedilemma
ofpartyworkerswhowillhaveto
campaign for former Congress
leadersintheupcomingbypolls.
Addressing a virtual rally for

partyworkersinSanver,oneofthe
24Assemblyseatsgoing topolls,
hesaidheoftensensedtheirdis-
comfitureattheprospectofseek-
ingvotesfortheirformalrivals.
“Don’tforget,it’sbecausethey

(CongressMLAswhose rebellion
brought down the Kamal Nath
government)walked out of the
CongressgovernmentthatShivraj
SinghChouhancouldbecomethe
ChiefMinister again.Would he
havebecometheCMhadtheynot
done so? Raise your hands,’’ he
asked party workers. He then
praisedChouhan,askingworkers
togive theirbest in thebypolls to
ensurehecontinuesasCM.
Chouhan, too, addressed the

rallyfromthepartyheadquarters
inBhopal.
BJPhas107MLAs in the230-

memberHouseandtheCongress
was reduced to92after22MLAs
joinedBJP. Twovacancieswere
causedbydeathof twoMLAsbe-
fore the rebellion. The22 former
MLAsandBJPhavemaintainedall
22willbefieldedinthebypolls.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY8

RETIREDJUDGESandprominent
advocates, including former
Supreme Court judges Justices
AftabAlamandMadanB Lokur,
havecriticisedafive-memberex-
pertcommitteeconstitutedbythe
Ministry of HomeAffairs to sug-
gestcriminallawreforms.
In a letter tomembers of the

committee, at least 14 retired
judgesandover50advocatesand
academicshavedemandedmore
transparencyregardingitsconsti-
tutionandfunctioning.
“Asstakeholdersinthecrimi-

nal justice system,we recognize
the need to bring the system in
compliancewiththeConstitution,
in amanner that ‘prioritises the
constitutional values of justice,
dignityandtheinherentworthof
the individual.’ However,weare
concerned that the composition
ofthepresentCommitteelacksdi-
versitybothintermsof thesocial
identity of themembers, aswell
as theirprofessionalbackground
andexperience,”theletterread.
The five-membercommittee

headedbyDrRanbirSingh,V-Cof
NationalLawUniversity,Delhi,was
setuponMay5.ApartfromSingh,
it includesGSBajpai,Registrarof
National LawUniversity, Delhi;
Balraj Chauhan, V-C of Dhar-
mashastraNationalLawUniversity,
Jabalpur;senioradvocateMahesh
Jethmalaniand formerDelhidis-
trictcourtjudgeGPThareja.
Intheletter,retiredjudgesand

lawyerscalleduponthecommit-
teetosetupsub-committeesand
panelsto“redressthelackofdiver-
sity andexperience in theCom-
mittee’scurrentcomposition”.
FormerSupremeCourtjudge

Justice Gopala Gowda, former
Chief Justice, Delhi High Court,
Justice A P Shah and Senior
advocates Indira Jaising and
AnandGroverarealsoamongthe
signatories.

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, JULY8

THE UNION Cabinet on
Wednesdayapprovedtheexten-
sion of some of the measures
takenbythegovernment tohelp
peopletideoverthesevereimpact
of thenationwide lockdown im-
posedonMarch25.
Amongthekeymeasures,the

Cabinetgaveitsnodtoextendthe
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
AnnaYojana,whichprovides for
allocation of foodgrain from the
Centralpool,untilNovemberwith
anadditionalestimatedexpendi-
tureofRs76,062crore.
Italsoextendedthetimelimit

to avail three free LPG cylinders
under theUjjwala scheme. Star-
tingApril1,beneficiariesofUjjw-
alawereallowedthreefreecylin-
ders, which, if not claimed, can
nowbetakenbySeptember-end.
In anational address on June

30,PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
hadannouncedextensionof the
Anna Yojana by five months.
Under the scheme, the govern-
mentisprovidingadditional5kg
rice or wheat and 1 kg whole
chana per person permonth—
distributedfree,bothareoverand
above themonthly entitlement
ofbeneficiaries.

Whiletheschemeintendsto
cover 81 crore beneficiaries un-
der the National Food Security
Act, 2013, the government said
that 74.3 crore beneficiaries
were covered in April, 74.75
crore in May, and 64.72 crore
beneficiaries got the additional
foodgrain in June.
The Cabinet also approved a

newnationwide Central sector
scheme — the Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund. Under this,
banks and financial institutions
will provide Rs 1 lakh crore
medium to long-term debt fi-
nancingfacilityforinvestmentin
projectsforpost-harvestmanage-
mentinfrastructureandcommu-
nity farmingassetsover thenext
fouryears.Theloanswillbegiven
to agencies such as Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies,
MarketingCooperativeSocieties,
FarmerProducers’Organisations,
Self-Help Group (and farmers,
amongothers.
The schemewill start with

sanctionofRs10,000croreinthe
current fiscal andRs 30,000per
annuminthenextthreefinancial
years.
Thegovernmentsaidthat“all

loansunderthisfinancingfacility
willhaveinterestsubventionof3
percentperannumuptoalimitof
Rs 2 crore”. The total outflowas

budgetarysupportforthescheme
willbeRs10,736crore.
TheCabinetgave thegovern-

mentago-aheadfordevelopment
of Affordable Rental Housing
Complexes(AHRCs)forurbanmi-
grant workers and the poor.
Announcedby FinanceMinister
NirmalaSitharamanonMay14as
part of the government’s relief
measures, thiswill comeunder
thePradhanMantriAwasYojana.
Union Information and

BroadcastingMinister Prakash
Javadekar on Wednesday said
there are 1.08 lakh single-bed-
roomapartmentsingovernment-
fundedhousingcomplexesacross
sevencitiesthatarereadyandva-
cantatthemoment.“Thesewillbe
giventomigrantworkersonrent,”
hesaid.
Theapartmentswillberented

outbytherespectivecitymunic-
ipal bodies through concession
agreements for 25 years. The
“concessionaire”will be selected
by state governments through
transparentbidding, thegovern-
mentannounced.
Additionally,specialincentives

such as use permission, 50 per
centmore FAR/FSI, and conces-
sionalloanatprioritysectorlend-
ing ratewill be offered topublic
andprivateentitieswhodevelop
suchARHCs.

Cabinet nod to extend free grain
scheme till Nov, 3 free LPGs till Sept

SHYAMLALYADAV
NEWDELHI, JULY8

BETWEEN2006-07and2019-20,
the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation
(RGF)andRajivGandhiCharitable
Trust (RGCT) together declared
foreign funds adding up to Rs
326.7crore.Ofthis,Rs316.23crore
(97percent)camefromtheRural
India Supporting Trust, Bill &
MelindaGates Foundation (both
US-based), and theDelhi-based
PublicHealthFoundationofIndia.
According to the RGF and

RGCT's declarations on the
Ministry of HomeAffairs (MHA)
website, the Rural India
Supporting Trust (RIST) con-
tributedatotalofRs187.84crore;
the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation gaveRs68.78 crore;
andthePublicHealthFoundation

ofIndia(PHFI)gaveRs59.61crore.
WhiletheRGFreceivedRs4.37

crore,therestwenttotheRGCT.
The PHFI, founded in 2006,

madethecontributionsbetween
2012-13 and 2016-17. Professor
DileepMavalankar, vice-presi-
dent, PHFI, and director, Indian
Institute of Public Health,
Gandhinagar, said: “The fund
wasoriginallyreceivedfromthe
Gates Foundation by PHFI in
partnershipwith Rajiv Gandhi
Mahila Vikas Pariyojana. The
RGCTdeclared it as foreign con-
tributionundertheFCRArulesas
it was foreign contribution re-
ceivedbyus.”
The PHFI’s FCRA licencewas

cancelledinApril2017.Lastyear,it
got “prior permission” from the
homeministry to receive “a spe-
cificamountfromaspecificdonor
for carrying out specific activi-

ties/projects.”
TheRIST, established in2007,

is chaired by Indu Rawat (aka
MataMangla), wife of Bhole Ji
Maharaj (aka Mahipal Singh
Rawat), who is the younger
brother of BJP leader and
Uttarakhand Minister Satpal
Maharaj.TheRISTmadethecon-
tributions between2011-12and
2018-19.
The Bill andMelinda Gates

Foundation, founded in 2000,
madethecontributionsbetween
2012-13and2018-19.
The other foreign donors in-

clude the Chinese Embassy in
NewDelhi (Rs 90 lakh in 2006-
07),EuropeanUnion(Rs3.84lakh
in2006-07),theIrelandEmbassy
(Rs 3,000 in 2007-08), and the
Geneva-basedGlobalAlliancefor
ImprovedNutrition(Rs2.16crore
in2013-14).

Ananalysisofthedeclarations
showsthattheRGFandRGCTre-
ceivedRs76.12crorefromabroad
in the period between April 1,
2006andMarch31,2014.Thecor-
responding amount for April 1,
2014 to March 31, 2019 was
Rs250.56crore.Aspertheirquar-
terly declarations for 2019-20,
only the RGCT got Rs 3.38 lakh
from the University of East
London.
Both the RGF, set up in 1991,

andRGCT,establishedin2002,are
headed byCongress chief Sonia
Gandhi.
When contacted, Ajay

Sharma, Deputy Director,
AdministrationandPublicAffairs,
at RGF said: “I don'twant to say
anythingmuch.Ouraccountsare
neat andclean. Everything is de-
clared...Thegovernmentactionis
apoliticalagenda,nothingelse.”

RAJIVGANDHIFOUNDATION,CHARITABLETRUST

GatesFoundation,US-basedTrust
account forbulkof foreign funds

PMNarendraModiandHomeMinisterAmitShahatthecabinetmeetinDelhiWednesday.ANI
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SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,JULY8

AMIDAspikeinCovid-19casesin
Telangana,GovernorDrTamilisai
Soundararajan’smovetodirectly
reachouttopeopleandherstate-
mentsthatshe isnothappywith
thestate’s responsehasnotgone
down well with the K
ChandrashekarRaogovernment,
accordingtosources.
Lastweek,afterallegationsof

patients being overcharged or
turnedawaybyprivatehospitals
started coming in,
Soundararajan, a gynaecologist
herself, called Chief Secretary
SomeshKumarandSpecialChief
Secretary (Health) Shanti
Kumari to Raj Bhavan on
Monday foradiscussion.
The officials, however, cited

prior engagements and skipped
themeeting.Not to bedeterred,
Soundararajanscheduledavideo
conference Tuesday morning
withthetopmanagementofsev-
eralsuper-specialityhospitals,in-
cluding a few accused of over-
chargingpatients,andgavethem
apieceofhermind,aRajBhavan
officialsaid.
The Governor also took to

Twitter and started interacting
withpeople,andsooncomplaints

of negligence, overcharging, and
non-availability of beds started
pouring in. TheGovernor sought
detailslikethepatient’snameand
thenearesthospitalandaskedher
officetofollowuponthecasesin-
steadofdirectingthemtogovern-
mentofficialsconcerned.
Two hours later, Chief

Secretary Somesh Kumar and
Special Chief Secretary (Health)
Shanti Kumari reached the Raj
BhavantodiscusstheGovernor’s
concerns.
Also, since Tuesday evening,

several TRSministerswere seen
respondingquickly tomessages
andvideospostedbypeopleseek-
ing admission in government or
privatehospitals.
According to sources, the

Telanganagovernmenthasbeen
waryof Soundararajanquestion-
ingofficialsonvariousissues.Her
backgroundas theBJP’s national

secretaryandpresidentofitsTamil
Naduunithasalsocontributedto
theuneasy relationshipbetween
the government and the Raj
Bhavan,thesourcessaid.
OnJune10,sheissuedastate-

mentthatshewasunhappywith
thestategovernment’shandling
of the Covid-19 crisis. She ex-
pressed concerns over low test-
ing and ticked off the govern-
ment for not responding to her
requests fordata.
On June 16, as Covid cases

startedspikinginHyderabad,the
Governorheldavideodiscussion
with a group of prominent citi-
zens, including a former health
secretary,aformerDGP,members
ofIndianMedicalAssociation,re-
searchersandpeoplewhohadre-
coveredfromCovid-19. “Thedis-
cussionwas about the Corona
situation in the state andhow it
was being handled and what
steps needed to be taken, and it
didnot godownwellwithChief
Minister K Chandrashekar Rao
TheCMwas also unhappywith
theGovernor’sstatements,’’anof-
ficialsaid.
Followingherstatements,BJP

chiefJPNaddacriticisedthestate
government.“TheCMandminis-
ters are concernedbutasof now
theydon’twant to say anything
openly,’’aseniorTRSleadersaid.

KARISHMAMEHROTRA
NEWDELHI, JULY8

FORTHEfirsttimeinIndia’sout-
breaksinceMarch,theCovid-19
transmissionratehasincreased.
India’s Covid-19 reproduc-

tion number, or R, which esti-
mates thenumberof people in-
fected by one already infected
person,was on a steadydecline
from 1.83 for months since
March 4. However, in the first
week of the second unlocking
phaseinJuly,theratehasshown
an increase for the first time, re-
search by the Institute of
Mathematical Sciences in
Chennai shows.
Having an R less than one is

thegoalofhealthauthorities, as
it signifies a flattening of the
curve.
The R is currently at 1.19,

whichmeansthateachinfected
person on average infects 1.19
people,accordingtoDrSitabhra
Sinha,ascientistattheinstitute.
“It usually takes 10 days to

twoweeksforanyeffecttoshow
up as increased or decreased
case numbers. So, I would say
that this increasewe are seeing
probablyhas itsorigin inevents
thathappenedaroundmid-June
or slightly later,” he said. “The
bottomlineisthatrightnowwe
areinthesituationwewereinin
Mayandearly June,andthefur-
therdecreasewesawinlateJune
was not sustained or improved
upon.”
Delhi has shown significant

strides,fromanRnumberof1.25
between June 13-16 to a curve
that is now around 1. For a few
days starting June 21, Delhi had
an R slightly above one. Sinha
called the curve “sub-exponen-
tial”, meaning not growing ex-
ponentially for sometimenow.
Haryanaisalsoshowingsim-

ilar signs. The only other time a
heavy-caseload state showed
suchpositivetrendswasinApril
to mid-Maywhen Tamil Nadu
flattenedthecurvesubstantially.

InMarch,theviruswasbeing
transmittedto1.83peopleonav-
erageinIndiawhiletheratewas
2.14 inWuhan and 2.73 in Italy.
BetweenApril6and11, India’sR
droppedto1.55.Subsequently, it
dropped to 1.49 and then1.2 by
early June, as thecountrybegan
to relax the lockdown in a
phasedmanner.
Thetransmissionratecontin-

ued to decline into June, reach-
ing1.11byJune26.However,af-
ter a month of unlocking, the
transmissionratehaspickedup
betweenJuly2andJuly5to1.19.
ThehighestRnumbersarein

the south in Karnataka (1.66),
Telangana (1.65) and Andhra
Pradesh (1.32). Previously fast-
growing states have slowed
down,suchasGujaratat1.15and
West Bengal at 1.1. “The current
increase inRcanmostprobably
be attributed to the high R for
some of the southern states,”
Sinhasaid.
States like Assam and

Rajasthanarenotcurrentlycon-
sistent enough to estimate for,
Sinhaadded.
Totalactivecasescouldreach

around 6 lakh by the end of the
month, Sinha’s modelling
shows.Maharashtra couldhave
over1.5 lakhactivecasesby July
21, andTamilNadu1 lakh.
An analysis of district-wise

data from state bulletins by The
Indian Express shows that cases
anddeathsaregraduallybecom-
ing less concentrated in the top
10 districts. While 46 per cent
caseswereinthetop10amonth
ago, it is 41 per cent now.
Similarly, 59 per cent of all
deaths were in the top 10 dis-
tricts, and it is54percentnow.
A total of 448 districts have

seenatleastoneCovid-19death,
up from391twoweeksago.
Newnameshaveenteredthe

top 10 districts with the most
cases:GurgaonandIndorehave
beenreplacedbyBengaluruand
Palghar.However, the list of top
10districtswiththemostdeaths
hasbeenconsistentover time.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA, JULY8

THEWEST Bengal government
will impose a lockdown in con-
tainment zones across the state
for seven days beginning 5 pm
on Thursday to check the surge
inCovid-19cases,ChiefMinister
Mamata Banerjee said at the
state secretariat here on
Wednesday.
“This lockdown in contain-

ment zones inWest Bengalwill
continue for seven days from 5
pmonThursday.Willreviewthe
situation after seven days and
thendecidethenextcourseofac-
tiononlockdown,”Banerjeesaid.
The Chief Minister urged

peopletomaintaindistanceand
wear face masks, and ordered
the administration to be strict
with thoseviolating thenorms.

OnWednesday, the CM re-
viewed the district-wise list of
containmentzones,especiallyin
Kolkataand itsadjacentareas.
Banerjeewas unhappywith

theSouth24Parganaslist,which
sheexaminedduringatelevised
meetingwith officials and doc-
torsfromgovernmenthospitals.
“Youcan’tlockdownawholedis-
trict... You have included entire
civicwards...Reviewit,”shesaid.
Thelistofcontainmentzones

in North 24 Parganas, Howrah
and Kolkata has been finalised
andpostedonthegovernment’s
website.Theproposedlistsof20
other districts were sent by the
respectiveDistrictMagistratesto
Home Secretary Alapan
BandyopadhyaybyWednesday
evening.Thefinal listwillbean-
nounced by 5 pmon Thursday,
afterareviewbyChiefSecretary
RajivaSinha.

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI, JULY8

SEVERALSENIORpoliceofficers
posted inGuwahati, includinga
DeputyCommissionerofPolice,
weretransferredonWednesday
aftertheAssamgovernmentini-
tiateddisciplinaryactionagainst
them for holding a birthday
partyofacolleagueonaferryon
theBrahmaputra,amidthelock-
downin thecity.
A video and photographs,

whichwere circulatedon social
media,showedagroupofpolice
officers eating and consuming
liquoratagathering.Sourcessay
the party on the ferry ‘TF
Damodar’washeld to celebrate
the birthday of an officer of the
rank of an Assistant
Commissioner of Police late
night on Sunday, and several
otherofficerswerepresent.
Guwahati Police

CommissionerM P Gupta said,
“We have started the enquiry.
The report is awaited.”
The inquiry followsanorder

on Tuesday evening by Assam
Chief Secretary Kumar Sanjay
KrishnatoGupta,orderinganin-
quiryandobservingthatreports
about the party reflected “very
poorly on the policemen” and
displayed “total disregard toor-
dersunder theDisasterAct”.
A statement from the office

of Chief Minister Sarbananda
SonowalonWednesdaysaiddis-
ciplinary action has been initi-
ated, and all those involved
wouldbe transferredsoon.
Guwahati, which is under a

strict lockdown for over aweek
now, reported 588 coronavirus
cases on Tuesday and is emerg-
ing as a hotspot in Assam.
SonowalonWednesdaysaidthat
duetothestrictimplementation
oflockdown,therateofpositivity
amongthetestedcaseshascome
downfrom36percent to16per
centinthecity.AsofWednesday,
362Assampolicepersonnelhave
tested positive for the virus, of
whom109haverecovered.

Transmission rate
goes up, first time
since March: study

Guwahati cops
transferred
after birthday
party on ferry

DrTamilisaiSoundararajan

MILINDGHATWAI
BHOPAL, JULY8

WITH A sudden spike in the
number of Covid cases over the
last few days, Madhya Pradesh
on Wednesday announced a
strict lockdownacross the state
onSundaysandrestrictedmove-
ment in districts bordering
RajasthanandMaharashtra.
Badwani and Morena are

among the border districts that
havereportedalargenumberof
cases. The growth rate in Covid
caseswhich had come down to
1.72percenthasnowshotupto
20.01due to therecent surge.
Reviewing the situation,

Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said every district
should impose a weekly lock-
downwhenonlyessentialserv-
ices will remain available and
peoplewill be allowed tomove
only for emergencies such as
medical treatment.
Blamingthespikeincaseson

thoseenteringMadhyaPradesh
from other states, Health and
Home Minister Narottam
Mishrasaidthelockdownwillbe
imposed on Sundays and every
person entering the state will
nowbecheckedat theborders.
Chouhan asked the Chief

SecretaryandtheDGPtoworkout
amechanismonrestrictingmove-
mentinborderdistrictsandissue
apublic advisory.While reiterat-
ingthecompulsoryuseofmasks
in public, Chouhan said that ac-
tion will be taken against the
shoppingmalls and offices that
arenotkeepingsanitisersandnot
enforcingdistancingnorms.

SANTOSHSINGH&
DIPANKARGHOSE
PATNA,BHAGALPUR, JULY8

FOLLOWING A sharp spike in
Covid-19 cases, the district ad-
ministrations of Patna and
Bhagalpur in Bihar have an-
nounced lockdowns.
Patna,whereCovid-19cases

climbed from 747 on July 1 to
1351 on July 8, will be under
lockdownfromJuly10toJuly16.
Over50casesinPatnahavelinks
totheChiefMinister’sresidence
wherehisniece, several staffers
andotherswhocameincontact
with themhave testedpositive.
Bhagalpur, which has seen

Covid-19 cases go up from 500
onJuly1to693onJuly8,hasan-
nouncedalockdownfromJuly9
to July16.
Bihar’s case count has gone

up from 10,205 to 13,525 in a
weekand100peoplehavedied
of Covid-19so far in thestate.
Sourcessaidsomeotherdis-

tricts such as Gopalganj,
Begusarai,MungerandKhagaria
may also enforce lockdown
soon. While Khagaria has 352
cases, Munger has 473 and
Muzaffarpurhas500.
An order by Patna District

MagistrateKumarRavisaidthat
during the lockdown, govern-
ment offices and private estab-
lishments will remain shut.
People will be allowed to buy
groceries,dairyitems,vegetables
and other essential items be-
tween6amand10amand4pm
to 7 pm. Commercial vehicles
willnotbeallowed,butthoseas-
sociatedwith essential services
such as healthcare and theme-
dia, will be allowed to use
theirvehicles.
BhagalpurDistrictMagistrate

Pranav KumarWednesday an-
nouncedthat thedistrictwould
be under lockdown from 6 am
on July 9 to 6 am on July 16.
Kumartoldreportersthattheur-
ban areaswould be completely

shut, except for essential items
such as dairy, vegetables and
groceries, which will be open
from6amto10amand4pmto
7pm.
Whilemost government of-

fices will stay shut, essential
services, including police,
healthcare, media and e-com-
merce will be exempted from
the lockdown,Kumarsaid.
Forthoseassociatedwithes-

sential services, strict rules of
wearing masks in public
will apply.
Kumarsaidthedecisionwas

takeninviewofaspikeinCovid-
19 cases and the failure of peo-
pletowearmasksandmaintain
socialdistancing.

‘33,793more booths’
Bihar Deputy CM Sushil

KumarModisaidonWednesday
thattheElectionCommissionof
India had assured that 33,793
additionalpollingboothswould
be set up tomaintain physical
distancingduringthestatepolls.
“Rulesofvotingandholdingral-
lieswouldbechangedanddigi-
tal campaigns would be cost-
friendly,”he told themedia.

Atacontainmentzone inBagbazarareaofKolkata. ParthaPaul

Patna, Bhagalpur to lock down,
other Bihar districtsmay follow

MP govt to
impose strict
lockdown
on Sundays

Seven-day lockdown
in Bengal containment
zones begins today

WITHSENIORcitizensbeingpar-
ticularly vulnerable to Covid-19,
13.8percentof thoseagedabove
60 infectedby coronavirus have
diedinMumbai,asopposedtothe
averagefatalityrateof5.7percent
forallagegroups.Whilemostdoc-
tors,whoworkasconsultants,are
practising tele medicine from
home,some,despitebeingsenior
citizens, arewalking into hospi-
tals andclinics everyday to treat
patients.
The Indian Express spoke to a

fewofthem.

DrRBDastur (67),
MedicalDirectorof
Bhatiahospital
RBDastur has beengoing to

Bhatia hospital every single day

since March.
“My age is
againstme.ButI
cannot not go,”
he said, adding
that this is the
time doctors

needtostepoutas it’s theirduty.
“Just likewhenafirestarts,afire-
man cannot say I can’t go inside
becauseit’stoohot,it’ssimilarfor
us. This is the fire we need to
douse.”
Whenthepandemicbegan,51

staffers inBhatia hospital got in-
fected.Thefearof infectionledto
multipleresignations,withnurses
andward boys refusing to join
work. The staffers in the canteen
alsoquit.Dasturhadtogotohos-
pital to negotiate with nurses,
promisingthemaccommodation

andhighersalary.
Atpresent,ofthe300consult-

ants,lessthan15to20doctorsare
coming towork regularly. “How
longcanwestayaway?Wehave
to learn to live with the pan-
demic.”

DrAnil Pachnekar (60),
General Physician

Anil
Pachnekar has
beenworkingin
Dharavi for 35
years. Along
with BMC, he
hasbeeninstru-

mental incontainingCovid-19in
fivehotspotsof thevastslum.He
hadmobilised50privatedoctors
inAprilandstartedmakingdoor-

to-door visits to detect cases of
cough,coldandfever.Theaggres-
siveeffortshelpedinfasterdetec-
tionofCovid-19cases.
InDharavi, home to lakhs of

peoplewith low incomes, resi-
dents hesitate to interact with
civicofficials.“Buttheyopenupto
us. They listen to us aswe have
beentreatingthemalltheseyears.
IrealisedIhavetodomybitinsav-
inglives.So,Iletmyjuniordoctors
handlemyclinicandhavestarted
goingdoortodoortolookforsus-
pected cases along with BMC
workers,”Pachnekarsaid.
The 60-year-oldwould do a

door-to-doorsurveyfrom9amtill
3 pm, visiting over 300 houses
daily.Hehasdiabetesbut“itisun-
dercontrol”.Hehadtoensurehe
doesnotputhischildren,bothre-

nal transplant patients, at risk. “I
used to gohomescared. Iwould
batheforanhourafterreturning,”
hesaid.

DrSujataBaveja (62),
Microbiologist

The head of
microbiology at
Sionhospitaldid
nottakeasingle
day off from
March until
June.Fromhan-

dlinglaboratorytestingtocoordi-
nating the fever clinic, training
staffonantigentesttoconducting
sero-surveillanceandmakingpol-
icy decisions, shehas supported
BMC’sefforts.
The62-year-oldliveswithher

husband,aged65.Shecooksinthe
morningandleavesforthehospi-
tal. “Hemanages thehouse,” she
said.“Astheheadof themicrobi-
ologydepartment,IknewIhadto
keepworking.HowcouldItakea
backseat due to fear of death? I
thoughteitherIwillbehistoryor
becomeapartofhistory.”

DrBehramSPardiwalla
(66), Consultant
Physician

Behram S
Pardiwalla
worked until
Wockhardthos-
pitalwas forced
to shut down
fully in the first

weekofAprilafter82doctorsand

stafferstestedpositive.Theindex
casewasaheartpatientwholater
turnedouttobeCovid-19positive.
Aged 66, with hypertension, a
childhoodepisodeofpolio infec-
tion andobesity, Pardiwalla de-
cided to stay home and consult
throughvideocalls.
“ButIrealisedIcannotconsult

throughtelemedicineforever.My
familywasnotveryhappywhen
Idecidedtogobacktohospital.”
He treats Covid-19 patients

too, but indirectly. Juniordoctors
report the patient’s condition to
him and he directs the line of
treatment. “This pandemicwill
changehowweseepatients.The
personaltouchislost.Ican’ttouch
apatient’sarmtocomfortthem.”

DrAvinashBhondwe

(61), General Physician
The IMA

Maharashtra
president kept
his Pune clinic
open even
when several
general physi-

cians downed their shutters in
March and April. He has diag-
nosed 50 Covid-19 patients in
threemonths.Hisonlysafetygear
—anN-95mask.
Heworksforeighthoursaday.

Oncehereacheshome,heimme-
diately takes a bath. “Social dis-
tancingisnotpossibleathome.”
“Doctorsarewillingtopayfor

PPE.Butthegovernmentneedsto
ensurethatgeneralphysicianslike
megetaccesstoit.Ifwegetinfected,
thegovernmentistobeblamed.”

KCR govt frowns as Governor
questions state’s Covid response

VISHNUVARMA
KOCHI,JULY8

ACOASTALvillageontheoutskirts
of Kerala’s capital
Thiruvananthapuram has
emergedasaCovid-19hotspotaf-
ter over 100 people in the area
testedpositiveforthevirusinthe
lastoneweek.
Poonthura,afishingvillage12

km fromThiruvananthapuram,
has been described by govern-
mentofficialsasanareawitness-
ing “super spread” of the coron-
avirusinfection.
The origin of the infection is

suspected tobe awholesale fish
vendoratthelocalKumarichanda
market.Dozensofpeople,includ-
ing autorickshawdrivers, fisher-
menandtheirfamilieshavetested
positiveintheareaencompassing
threewardsof the local corpora-
tion. Therehasalwaysbeencon-
stantmovement of fishworkers
betweenvillages like Poonthura
and Kanyakumari on the Tamil
Naduborder.
“It canbedescribedasa local

super-spread,” saidminister-in-
charge of the district,
Kadakampally Surendran, deny-
inganyevidenceofacommunity
spreadyet.
A densely-populated area

with congested living arrange-
ments,alarge-scalespreadofthe
virushereonthelinesofDharavi

inMumbaicouldspelldisasterfor
health officialswho have been
carrying out testing using rapid

antigenkits.
On Wednesday alone, 55

people fromPoonthuraandad-

joining areas testedpositive for
the infection. After a high-level
meeting chaired by Chief
MinisterPinarayiVijayan, itwas
decided to strengthen restric-
tionsthatarealreadyinplaceas
part of the triple lockdown in
Thiruvananthapuram. Entry
and exit to the area will be al-
lowedonlyforthosewithessen-
tial duties.
A statement fromtheHealth

Minister’s office said testingwill
be intensified in clusters report-
ing higher incidence of cases so
that asymptomatic persons and
thosewithmildsymptomscanbe
identifiedfaster.
Fishing activities have been

suspended in Poonthura until
further notice. Coast Guard,
Coastal Security and Marine
Enforcementwings of the state
policehavebeendeputedtopre-
vent themovement of fishing
boats between Poonthura and
the villages on the Tamil Nadu
border. Special Armed Police
commandoshavebeenpostedin
thevillage toensure implemen-
tationof the lockdown.
Since amajority of the resi-

dentsinPoonthuraandadjoining
villageshavelivelihoodsstrungto
fishing, the government has de-
cidedtoprovidefivekgof freera-
tiontofamiliesinthearea.

‘How could I take backseat due to fear of death... will be history or part of it’

Coastal village emerges Kerala hotspot

SpecialArmedPolicecommandos inPoonthura,12kmfromThiruvananthapuram.Express

CANBEDESCRIBEDASLOCALSUPER-SPREAD,SAYSMINISTER
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ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,JULY8

PRESSINGaheadwithrecoveryof
damages related to theanti-CAA
andNRC protests of December
2019, the Lucknow police last
weekarrestedamanwhopullsa
cart for a living for failure to pay
up.Thecityadministration’splans
toauctiontwoshopsinHasanganj
area on July 16 as part of the
process has hit a hurdle though,
with one of the properties to be
auctionednotownedbytheper-
sonservedtherecoverynotice.
On July 2, the administration

sealed onemore property — a
weldingworkshop in Khurram
Nagar owned by Mohammad
Nafees,accusedofvandalismand
arson in Hazratganj area on
December 19 last year. The date
for its auction has not been an-
nouncedyet.
Tehsildar (Sadar) Shambhu

Sharan,whoisoverseeingthere-
coveryprocess in Lucknow, said
MohammadKaleem(38)wasar-
restedon Friday as hehad failed
topay thedamages. “Wewill be
arrestingothers too, but theyare
absconding. Kaleemwill be re-
leased after 14days andwewill
seewhat assets he has andwill
auctionthem.”
Kaleem is among 13 people

orderedtopayRs21.76lakhinall
asdamagesintheHasanganjarea.
Kaleem’swifeNargissaysshe

can’tunderstandwhyhewasar-
restedagain,havingbeenjailedfor
amonthinDecember.Thefamily
of six live in a hut near Bithauli
Chauraha inLucknow.“Since the
lockdown there has been no
work,”shesays.
The twoshopsup forauction

onJuly16areabiggarmentstore,
NY Fashion Bazaar, and a junk
shop.WhileDharamveer Singh
hadbeen served recoverynotice
regardingNYFashionBazaar, on
Tuesday,MunawwarAliSiddiqui
approached Tehsildar Sharan
withpapersfortheproperty.
SharantoldTheIndianExpress,

“I toldhimhe shouldbepresent
when the auction happens.
Whatever is inside the shopwill
be auctioned, while the shop
won’t be. He said the shop is
empty. If there is nothing in the
shop,wewill seewhathas tobe
donenext.”
Dharamveer,28,whoworked

as an assistant manager at NY
FashionBazaar,was arrested on
December19, andbooked for ri-
otingandattempttomurderapart
from under the Prevention of
Damage to Public Property Act.
Releasedonbailafteramonthand
backhomeinMoradabaddistrict,
hesaidhewasworkingattheout-
let on a monthly salary of Rs
22,000.
“OnDecember19, Iwas sent

to Siddiqui’s house to collect the
keys to the store. Siddiqui had
locked the shop as NY Fashion
Bazaarhadnotpaidrent,butwith

themoney transferred, the shop
wastobereopened.AsIwasgoing
tothehouse,Iwasarrested.Ikept
telling police Iwas there only to
pick up the keys. I did not know
that riotinghadhappened in the
areathatday.”
Dharamveer said he was

servedthenoticeregardingprop-
erty attachmentwhile in jail. “I
wastoldbymylawyerthatnoth-
ing would happen.” He also
claimed to have CCTV footage
showinghewasatanotheroutlet
ofNYFashionBazaarfrom10am
to3.30pmthatday.
Siddiqui,who lives inKhadra

inHasanganj, said, “I don’t know
whoDharamveer is. I had given
theshoptoapersonfromDelhi."
He said hehadno linkswith

NY Fashion Bazaar anymore. “I
givemy shop to several people,
that doesnotmakeme liable for
whatthetenantdoes.”
Theotherpropertytobeauc-

tionedisMahenoorChoudhary’s
junk shop in Khadra area.
Choudhary said the orderwas a
bigblowforpeoplelikehimstrug-
glingtomakeendsmeetsincethe
lockdown.
Denying anything todowith

the December 19 protests,
Choudhary said, “I wasmerely
passing bywhen I saw a crowd
andstoppedtoseewhatwashap-
pening.Policetookaphotograph
ofmeat that time. I amnot seen
indulging in any kind of
violence.”
Choudharywasarrestedfrom

hishomeinKhadraonDecember
24. Facing the same charges as
Dharamveer, he too spent a
monthincustodybeforebail.
With earnings of average Rs

500adayearlier,Choudharysaid
he somehowkept his family of
five,includingthreechildrenaged
between9and15,afloat.Headds
that hehad failed to reply to the
recoverynotice earlier ashewas
in jail. “Now, the administration
has sealed my store... It was
ownedbymyfather,andmytwo
brothersalsohaveashareinit.”

ADITIRAJA
VADODARA, JULY8

A PANDAL, a complimentary
banquet hall, e-invites, henna
artists,music, all-daymeals, in-
cluding starters andmocktails -
- and of course, hand sanitisers,
social distancing and seating
only for50.
Bookings are open for cus-

tomised wedding packages in
the Statue of Unity complex,
with the Gujarat government
planningtoopenuptouristdes-
tinations after the three-month
Covid lockdown.
Theweddingvenue is Statue

of Unity Tent City 1, located on
Dyke 4 of the Narmada Dam
about 4 km from the 182-metre
statueofSardarVallabhbhaiPatel.
“The picturesque location

and open-to-sky setting with
Statue of Unity and Narmada
Dam in the backdropmakes for
a perfect destinationwedding,”
says Chetan Verma, Manager-
Operations,StatueofUnityTent
City 1, which has 60 tents and
two“PresidentialCottages”.
"Wehavedrawnuppackages

for 50 persons as per the state
government's Covid guidelines.
Thecostperpackage isaboutRs
2.5 lakh, which is extremely af-
fordable as our cottages cost

about Rs 12,000 each per night
at the regular price (before the
lockdown)," saysVerma.
Tent City 1 is being devel-

oped,operatedandmanagedby
Lallooji and Sons, an
Ahmedabad-based eventman-
agement company, on a Public
PrivatePartnership(PPP)model.
Officialssaythateversinceit

openedonOctober27lastyear,it
hasmainlyhostedofficialevents,
starting with theWorld Bank
Conference,which sawthepar-
ticipation of World Bank CEO
DavidMalpass, PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi and Gujarat
ChiefMinisterVijayRupani.
Over the next five months,

until the lockdown in March,
three weddings were held, in-
cluding that of the daughter of
Principal Secretary (Health) Dr
JayantiRavi.
Before the lockdown, the

complex drew an average of
15,000visitorsonweekdaysand
22,000overweekends.
Says Nilesh Dubey, Kevadia

Deputy Collector and Chief
AdministratorofStatueofUnity:
"Promotingthelocationfordes-
tinationweddingsisagoodidea,
andwillbegoodfortheStatueof
Unity in the long run.We don't
haveword yet onwhen tourist
spots can open, butwe are pre-
pared.TheTentCity isopen.”

Packagesdrawnupfor50peopleasperCovidguidelines.
Thecostperpackage isRs2.5 lakh. File

Tent City at Statue of Unity site is open — as a wedding venue

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JULY8

THREE DAYS after The Indian
Expressreportedthequietphone
call between US Secretary of
State Michael R Pompeo and
External Affairs minister S
Jaishankar, Pompeo on
Wednesday confirmed that he
had spoken with Jaishankar a
“number of times”.He also said
thattheChinesetroopstook“in-
credibly aggressive action” and
thattheIndianshave“donetheir
best” to respondto that.
ReferringtoChina’snewter-

ritorial claims with Bhutan,
Pompeo said that Beijing has a
“patternof instigatingterritorial
disputes”.
“Theworld shouldn't allow

this bullying to take place, nor
should it be permitted to con-
tinue,”Pompeotoldreportersin
WashingtonDC.
Askedaboutthesituationbe-

tween India and China, he said,

“I have spoken with Foreign
MinisterJaishankaranumberof
times about this. The Chinese
took incredibly aggressive ac-
tion;theIndianshavedonetheir
best to respondto that.”
The Indian Express had re-

ported on July 5 that Pompeo
had called Jaishankar after the
June 15 clash between Chinese
and Indian troops in Ladakh's
GalwanValley,whentensionbe-

tween the two sides was at its
peak. There have been at least
three occasions since March
when Pompeo and Jaishankar
have interactedoverphone,but
thiscall inlate-Junewasthefirst
after the clashes in Galwan,
whichkilled20 Indiansoldiers.
It was kept underwraps for

"strategic reasons", since Indian
andChinesesideswereengaged
intalksbetweenJune22and24.

PompeoonWednesdaysaid,
“I put this in the context of
(CommunistPartyofChina)gen-
eral secretaryXi Jinping andhis
behaviourthroughouttheregion
---indeedthroughouttheworld.
I don't think it’s possible to look
at that particular instance of
Chinese Communist Party ag-
gression in isolation. I thinkyou
need to put it in the larger con-
text...when Iwas up there once
before, we talked about the
numberofmaritimeandbound-
aries disputeswith the Chinese
CommunistParty isengaged…
“I think it's unequaled any

placeelseintheworld;therearen't
manyneighbours that can satis-
factorilysaythattheyknowwhere
theirsovereigntyendsandthatthe
ChineseCommunistPartywillre-
spectthatsovereignty.”
“That’scertainlytruenowfor

thepeopleofBhutan,aswell,”he
said.
Pompeo said, “This is what

theworldmust come together
to respond to --- this increasing

revisionist effort the Chinese
CommunistParty is engaged in,
something that (US) President
(Donald) Trump has taken in-
credibly seriously.”
He said that the US had not

done that in previous adminis-
trations. “We responded to this
in away thatwe think is appro-
priate, andwe have attempted
to communicate to the Chinese
leadership that we are serious
about this.”
Pompeo’s reference to the

Chinese territorial claims on
Bhutanese territorycomesdays
afteritemergedthatBeijinghad
claimed the Sakteng wildlife
sanctuary in eastern Bhutan as
itsownterritory.Bhutanhasre-
jected the claims, and plans to
respondtoitwhenthenextbor-
der talks takeplacewithChina.
Therehasbeenconsiderable

disquiet in Delhi over Beijing’s
recentclaimsonBhutanese ter-
ritory, which has never been
brought up in the previous 24
roundsof boundary talks.

ARUNSHARMA
JAMMU,JULY8

SENIOR IPS officer Basant Rath
was onWednesday suspended
withimmediateeffectbythecen-
tral government in connection
with“repeatedinstancesofgross
misconductandmisbehaviour”.
Theactioncomesafortnight

after Rath lodged a complaint
with police against Jammu and
KashmirDGPDilbaghSinghcit-
ing “apprehensions about my
life, libertyandbaldhead”.
An order issued by the

MinistryofHomeAffairssaid,“A
disciplinary proceeding against
ShriBasantRath (IPS:RR:2000,
JK) is contemplated in connec-
tionwith repeated instances of
gross misconduct and misbe-
haviour, which have been
brought to the notice of the
Government.During theperiod
ofsuspension,Rath’sheadquar-
ter shall be Jammu and hewill
not leave it without obtaining
permission of Director General
of JammuandKashmirPolice.”
Itaddedthatduringtheperiod

of suspension, Rath shall bepaid
the subsistence allowances and
dearnessallowanceasadmissible
under Rule 4 of the All India
Services (Discipline andAppeal)
Rules, 1969, on production of a
certificate thathe isnot engaged
in any other employment, busi-
ness,professionorvocation.
Rathcouldnotbereachedfor

commentashedidnot respond
to repeatedphonecalls.
A2000-batchIPSofficerwho

waspostedas IGPHomeGuards
inJammuandKashmir,Rathhad
onJune25lodgedawrittencom-
plaintatGandhiNagarpolicesta-
tionrequestingtheSHOto“take
noteofmyapprehensionsabout
my life, liberty and bald head”.
The “reason”, Rath hadwritten,
was “certain activities of Sh.
Dilbagh Singh, IPS, 1987 batch,
currentlyDGP,UTof JandK”.He
hadmarkedacopyofthewritten
complaint totheDGP.
Statingthathewasdoingthis

“as a private citizen” and in his
“personal capacity”, not as a civil
servantorpoliceman,Rathwrote,
“I amnot asking you to lodge an
FIRagainstthepersonmentioned.
I amjustaskingyoutomakethis
letter a part of the daily diary in
yourpolicestation.Today.Now.”
He added, “In case some-

thing bad happens to me, you
should know whose number
youshoulddial…”
Promoted as IGP in 2018,

Rath became popular among
people for his effective regula-
tionof traffic.However,his stint
asIGP-Trafficwasshort-lived.He
wasthenmadeIGHomeGuards.

BasantRath

WALK IN THE PARK, 3 MONTHS ON
People inaSrinagargardenonWednesday,adayafter the JammuandKashmiradministrationorderedthereopeningof all
gardensandparksaspartof agradualunlockingprocess intheUnionTerritory. ShuaibMasoodi

DIVYAA
NEWDELHI, JULY8

AWEEK after the government
announced the reopening of all
centrallyprotectedmonuments
andsitesfromJuly6,someofthe
country’smostpopularheritage
spots, includingtheTajMahal in
Agra, continue to remain shut
due to the coronavirus pan-
demic.
TheArchaeologicalSurveyof

India(ASI)onMondayreopened
more than 2,000 heritage sites,
but the Taj Mahal and other
monuments in Agra remained
outof bounds. Inasignedorder,
AgraDistrictMagistrate Prabhu
NSinghdeclaredallmonuments
in the city, including the Taj
Mahal, Agra Fort, Akbar’s Tomb
and Itmad-ud-Daula Tomb, as
“bufferzones”after55newcases
were reported in the city over a
period of four days. Any access
totheheritagesitescouldleadto
further spread of the infection,
theorder stated.
Althoughneitherthedistrict

administration nor the ASI put
anydateonthereopeningof the

Taj Mahal, sources told The
Indian Express that themonu-
mentisunlikelytoreopenbefore
theendof July.
ASI officials inMaharashtra

said that all themonuments in
thestatewillcontinuetoremain
closed till theendof themonth,
or till further orders. Officials
from the ASI’s Mumbai,
Aurangabad andNagpur circles
— which handle monuments
such as the Ajanta and Ellora
Caves, Raigad Fort and the
Elephanta Caves — confirmed
thatasperstateorders,themon-
umentshavenotbeenreopened.
Meanwhile, the Charminar

and the Golconda Fort, two of
Hyderabad’smostfamousmon-
uments,wereopenedforvisitors
by theArchaeological Survey of
India(ASI)onMondaymorning,
onlytobeshutlaterinthedayaf-
ter the Telangana government
opposed their reopening.
An ASI official from the

HyderabadCirclesaidthatafew
peoplehadbooked their tickets
online andwere allowed in but
the sale of tickets had to be
stoppedafter the localadminis-
trationexpressedapprehensions

that it could lead to violation of
socialdistancingnorms.
Union Culture Minister

PrahladPatel,whileannouncing
the reopening of monuments
lastweek,hadassuredthatitwill
be done “in compliance of the
state and district administra-
tion”. Around one-third of the
toprevenuegeneratingandpop-
ularmonuments are located in
the five states that areworst af-
fected by the pandemic —
Maharashtra,TamilNadu,Delhi,
Gujarat, andUttarPradesh.
Even in the case of monu-

mentsthathavereopened,onlya
handful of people visited them.
According to officials, only 60
peopleboughtticketstovisit the
QutubMinar on Tuesday,while
Jodhpur’s Chittorgarh Fort and
Kumbhalgarh Fort recorded a
footfall of a mere 150 each.
Bhopal’sGwaliorFort,BellaryFort
inHampi and theMattancherry
PalaceMuseum in Thrissur also
registeredfewvisitors.
Officials, however, admitted

that the low footfall was ex-
pectedandtheyareanticipating
things to get better in the
months tocome.

ASIHERITAGESITES

Week after govt announcement,
many monuments remain shut

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JULY8

COVERINGAdistanceof 23,000
km over 55 days, the Navy has
repatriated nearly 4,000 Indian
citizensstuckoverseasduetothe
Covid-19 pandemic from three
different countries as part of its
OperationSamudraSetu.
The operation, which

broughtback3,992 Indians, be-
ganonMay5and included four
vessels — INS Jalashwa, INS
Airavat, INS Shardul and INS
Magar — concluded on July 1,
whenthelastshipbroughtback
686 Indians fromBandarAbbas
in Iran toTuticorin, TamilNadu.
Themost number of people

were repatriated from Male,
Maldives—2386. TheNavyalso
brought back 920 Indians from
Bandar Abbas, and another 686
IndiansfromColombo,SriLanka.
A statement released by the

Navy on Wednesday said
Operation Samudra Setu was
taken up “in these trying times
and difficult conditions” to
“evacuateourdistressedcitizens
fromoverseas”.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
VADODARA,AHMEDABAD,
JULY8

TWO DAYS after six Vadodara
policemenwerebookedoverthe
alleged custodial death of a 65-
year-oldmigrant worker from
Telanganatheinvestigatingoffi-
cers claimed the accused have
gone intohiding.
“Immediately after the FIR

waslodged,allofthemwentinto
hiding.Wehave formedseveral
teamsthatarealsoactivelyraid-
ingvariouslocationsbuttheyare
yettobetraced.Theirphonesare
switchedoff aswell.Wewill ar-
rest them soon,” said Deepak
Meghani,DeputyCommissioner
of Police, Zone1.
Babu Sheikh Nisar from

Telangana’s Kamareddy district
was picked up by police on
December 10 over a theft. He
was allegedly tortured at
Fatehgunjpolicestationandhas
gonemissingsince.
Reports placed on record of

theGujaratHighCourthavesug-

gested thatNisarwaspickedup
at 11.30 am andwas allowed to
leave the police station at 5.25
pm after “making a note in the
police stationdiary”.
The Gujarat government

soughtaweek'stimeonMonday
on the ground that ACP E-
Division SG Patil “is diligently
and strenuouslymaking an at-
tempttoreachtothetruth”.The
courtdirectedthatthereporton
themissing complaint be sub-
mittedonorbefore July10.
The Vadodara police, which

haddespatchedseveralteamsto
look for the accused, claimed it
hadnoleadsyet.OnWednesday,
three accused LRD jawans —
Yogendra Jilansinh, Rajiv
Savjibhai and Hitesh
Shambubhai—weresuspended.
Accusedpolice inspectorDB

Gohil was transferred to
Ahmedabad aweek before the
FIRwas lodgedandsub-inspec-
torDMRabariwastransferredto
Ahmedabad city two months
ago.LRDjawanPankajMavjibhai
was transferred to Amreli two
monthsago.

NYFashionBazaar in
Hasanganjareaof Lucknow
isamongtwoshopsupfor
auction. Express

CAAPROTESTS INLUCKNOW

Cart puller held,
cops press ahead
with recovery
of damages

PompeosaidIndiahas‘donetheirbesttorespond’toChina.File

Called Jaishankar several times, China
action incredibly aggressive: Pompeo

Thoothukudi custodial
deaths: CBI takes over probe
New Delhi: The CBI has taken
over investigations into the
killing of a father-son duo after
allegedtorturebypoliceperson-
nel at Sathankulam Police
StationinTamilNadu'sTuticorin
district, officials said on
Wednesday.
The CBI has dispatched a

special team to conduct the
probe in which several Tamil
NaduPolicepersonnelareunder
the scanner and some have al-

readybeenarrestedbythestate
police, theysaid.
"CBIhasregisteredtwocases

on the allegations of custodial
deathoftwotradersinKovilpatti
district on the request of Tamil
Nadu government and further
notificationfromgovernmentof
India," CBI Spokesperson R K
Gaursaid.
Theteamwillbeseekingthe

custodyof thearrestedaccused,
thesources said. PTI

Repatriated
4,000 Indians
stuck overseas
since May: Navy

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JULY8

ATLEAST50peoplefacingpolice
casesforallegedviolenceduring
anti-CAAprotestsinLucknowin
December, have been booked
under the stringent Gangster
Act. At least 10 of them have
beenrearrested.
Nilabja Choudhury, joint

commissioner of Lucknow
Police, saidtheGangsterActhas
been invoked against people
who are facing serious charges
inconnectionwiththeanti-CAA
violence. “We have instructed
police stations to invoke theAct
against peoplewho indulged in
arsonandvandalism,”hesaid.
TheGangsterActhasbeenin-

voked in cases lodged at
Thakurganj, Kaiserbagh and
Hasanganjpolicestations.TheAct
was invoked at different times
overthelastthreeweeks.
AtThakurganj,atleast25peo-

plehavebeenbookedunder the
Act, saidofficials,with15eachat
KaiserbaghandHasanganj.

Policemen accused in
Vadodara ‘custodial
death’ case absconding

Gangster Act
invoked against
Lucknow CAA
violence accused

J&K IPS officer
suspended for
‘gross misconduct’

New Delhi



SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY8

ADAYafter senior IAS officerM
Sivasankarwasremovedasprin-
cipal secretary to theKerala CM
overhisallegedlinkswithSwapna
Suresh, a key figure in the foiled
attempttosmuggle in30kggold
fromtheUAEthroughdiplomatic
channels, the Opposition on
Wednesdaydoubleddown in its
attackonCMPinarayiVijayan.
WhileUnionMoSandsenior

BJP leader from Kerala, M
Muraleedharan, stated that the
Centrehas“takenaseriousnoteof
the scamand initiated steps to
identify the culprits”, Leader of
OppositionRameshChennithala
of the Congress demanded
Vijayan'sresignation.“TheCMOis
involvedinthesmugglingscandal.
Removaloftheprincipalsecretary
wouldnotbeenoughtoexonerate
theCM,”Chennithalasaid.
Bothparties announcedcon-

stituency-level agitations de-
manding Vijayan's resignation
over the issue. In an editorial in
partymouthpiece 'Janayugam',
CPI(M)'sLDFallyCPIsaidthesitu-
ationshouldhavebeenavoided.
Hours afterMuraleedharan

said that the CMcannot escape
fromblame in the case, Vijayan
wrotetoPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi demanding “an effective

andcoordinatedinvestigationinto
the incident by all central agen-
cies”.Hewrote,“Thescopeof the
probe should cover all aspects
fromthesourcetotheendofutil-
isation. Every link of this crime
shouldbeunravelledsothatsuch
incidentsdonotoccur.”
In a series of tweets late on

Wednesday night,
MuraleedharanwrotetheUnion
governmentwill "ensure thatall
thoseassociatedwith this crime
willbebroughttobook.@vijayan-
pinarayi [Vijayan's Twitter han-
dle]istryingtowashoffhishands
fromthecaseby linking it to the
UAE Consulate in Kerala. He is
conveniently ignoring the fact
thatthecarrierwasanemployee
ofaDptheadedby@CMOKerala.”
MaintainingthatSwapna"en-

joyed enormous influence and
clout,whichwas clearly beyond
herprofileinGovt",hewrotethat
“GoI will ensure a foolproof

probe...by involving all relevant
Central Agencies. The Customs
Dept approached@MEAIndia to
seekpermission to gathermore
information fromConsular offi-
cials”.Thematter,hestated,is“un-
derMEAconsideration”.
WiththeOppositiontryingto

projecttheemergingpoliticalsce-
nariointheLDFgovernment'slast
year—a throwback to the solar
scamofthepreviousUDFgovern-
ment inwhichawomannamed
SarithaSNairwasthekeyfigure—
Muraleedharansaidthereisnoth-
ingwrongincomparingthetwo.
Muraleedharantoldthemedia

Swapnahas influence inthegov-
ernmenttoevenbypassthechief
secretary. “The Chief Minister
shouldbereadytoprobeintothe
corruptionracketrelatedtohisof-
fice.Shehasgotlinkswithhigher-
upsintheparty.Theprincipalsec-
retaryisonlyatool,”hesaid.
OnMonday,Vijayanhad said

Swapnawasonlya contract em-
ployeeunderKerala Information
Technology Infrastructure
Limited,undertheITDepartment,
a portfoliohehandles.However,
onWednesdaytheOppositionre-
leased documents purportedly
showingSwapnahadbeenakey
member of the organising team
of 'SpaceConclave2020',heldby
theITDepartmentinJanuary.She
hadsentinvitationstodignitaries
onbehalfofthestategovernment
fortheevent,theOppositionsaid.
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SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,JULY8

EXPLOITINGTHECovid-19situationandin-
abilityofCustomsofficialsatairportstodo
thoroughcheckofpassengers,goldsmug-
glershaveturnedspecial chartered flights
bringingback expats fromWestAsia to
Keralaintoalucrativechannel,accordingto
sources in theCustomsdepartment and
DirectorateofRevenueIntelligence(DRI).
WhileSunday'sseizureof30kggold

from a diplomatic cargo at
Thiruvananthapuramairporthitnational
headlines, Customs Commissioner
(Kochi) Sumit Kumar said they have so
far seized two dozen cases from char-
teredflightsreturningwithexpats from
Gulf countries inwhich20kggoldhave
been detected from four airports in the
statehandlingevacuation flights.
Kumar pointed out that gold smug-

glersoperatingintheseWestAsiancoun-
tries are using passengers in evacuation
flightsascarriers.“Acharteredflightwould
requireonlyRs13lakhtoRs14lakh(tofly
toKerala).Asmugglingsyndicatecaneas-
ily pay thatmuch andmake a section of
passengers carriers of goldbypaying for
theirticket,or(givingthem)anamountas
commission. The gangs can send gold

worthseveralcroresinthatmanner.”
Taking advantage of the situation,

smugglershavemanagedtorecruitpeo-
plewhoare indistress,hesaid.
ADRIofficial said theyhad input that

nearly90passengersinasinglechartered
flight have landed in Kozhikode with
smuggledgold. Stating that largequanti-
tiesofgoldhavebeensmuggledinthrough
charteredflights,theDRIofficialsaid,“The
carriers individually do not bringmore
than1kggold. Butwhenachunkof pas-
sengersinaflightworkascarriers,theyto-
getherbringinseveralkilogramsofgold.”
Asourcesaid:“Goldinsmallquanti-

tieswouldbeinsertedinprivatepartsof
passengers.Suchconcealmentgounde-
tected even in regular frisking (at nor-
maltimes). Inmostsmugglingcasesde-
tected in chartered flights, passengers
were found to have concealed gold in
theirundergarments.”
Forathoroughcheckingatthetimeof

Covid-19,passengershavetobetakento
hospitalsmaintaining health protocols,
a source said. “For that, we require the
HealthDepartment's assistance and in-
frastructure.Atpresent, it isnotpossible
to make thousands of passengers un-
dergo such an examination every day.
We are also facing a shortage of man-
power,” thesourcesaid.

Smugglers use relaxed checks
amid Covid, get in gold through
expats in spl flights: Customs
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ADAYafter theCBSEdecided to
rationalise its curriculum for
Classes IX to XII for the current
academic year, the opposition
partiesonWednesdaycriticised
theboardforthechoiceoftopics
it decided todrop.However, the
CBSEhasclarifiedthatthetopics
dropped have been covered in
previous classes, andwill apply
for thisacademicyearonly.
Among the topics dropped

forClassXstudents insocialsci-
ence were “Democracy and
Diversity”,“Gender,Religionand
Caste”, “Popular Struggles and
Movements”and“Challengesto
Democracy”.Forseniorsecond-
ary students, “Citizenship”,
“Nationalism”,“Secularism”,and
“Federalism”havebeendropped
in Political Science and
“Understanding Partition” has
beendropped inHistory.
Thesechoiceshavebeencrit-

icisedbyopposition leaders.
Congress leader Abhishek

Singhvi said hewasplanning to
approachtheSupremeCourtinhis
personal capacity as a lawyer to
challenge theCBSEdecision.He
said, “Whatmessageareyoutry-
ingtosend?Areyoutellingthestu-
dents that all these topicsdonot
matterandtheyhavenovalue?”
His party colleague Shashi

Tharoor tweeted, “...One has to
doubt themotivesof thosewho
selectedthetopicstodrop.Have
theydecideddemocracy, diver-

sity, secularism & the like are
more dispensable concepts for
tomorrow’s citizens?”
West Bengal Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee tweeted,
“Shocked to know that the
Central government has
dropped topics like Citizenship,
Federalism, Secularism and
Partition in the name of reduc-
ingCBSEcourseduringCovid-19
crisis…”
The CBSE responded to the

criticism by saying it was done
to "reduce exam stress of stu-
dents due to the prevailing
healthemergency”.
According to a senior CBSE

official, therationalisedsyllabus
announcedTuesdaywasonlyfor
examination purposes.
“Studentswillnotbeassessedon
these topics. Schools were
clearly told on Tuesday that
teacherswould have to explain
thesetopicstothestudents,”the
official said.
TheseniorCBSEofficial told

The Indian Expressmost of the
topics quoted bypoliticians on
Wednesday have already been
covered in lower grades.
“Secularism, for instance, is in
the Class 8 textbook,” the offi-
cial said.
ByWednesday evening, the

boardhad issuedastatement in
responsetothecriticism,stating
thatthe30percentreductionin
syllabus isa“one-timemeasure
only”to“reducetheexamstress
ofstudentsduetotheprevailing
healthemergencysituationand
prevent learninggaps.”
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ADAYafter theUS Immigration
and Customs Enforcement said
international students whose
classes aremoving completely
onlinewillbedeportedfromthe
country, the Congress accused
theCentreofnotpayingheedto
the threat thousands of Indian
studentsnowface.
India and Indians have been

insultedbytheUS'sarbitraryde-
cision and the Indian govern-
ment seems clueless, the party
saidonWednesday.
“Has the government used

any diplomatic, economic, edu-
cational or any power to imme-
diately get this reversed apart
from 'jumlebaazi'. This is on the
faceof it aperversedecision.We
don’t need to speak on it froma
positionofweakness.Indianeeds
to shout loud and clear andwe
need to force theUS to roll back
sucharidiculous,midstreamde-
cisionbutthegovernmentseems
clueless..wehaveheardofthisfor
the last two-three days butwe
have heard nothing from the
Government,” Congress
spokesperson AbhishekManu
Singhvisaid.Singhvialsosaidthe
US is cancelingH-1B “left, right
and centre”, whichwill affect a
largenumberof Indians.
TheUS,hesaid, issuesaround

85,000H-1Bvisaseveryyearand
Indiatakes70%ofallH-1Bvisasis-
suedannually.Themove,Singhvi
said,willhitnearly85,000workers
whowere issuedH-1Bvisas this
yearoutof2,25,000applicants.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THE UNIVERSITY Grants Commission
(UGC)will ask all states to adopt the re-
visedguidelinesonthefinal-yearexams,
evenif theyhadannouncedcancellation
earlier, a senior officer of thehigher ed-
ucationregulator saidonWednesday.
TheUGCthisweekannouncedcompul-

soryexamsforfinal-yearstudentsbasedon
therecommendationsofaninternalcom-
mittee. Following this, theMaharashtra
HigherandTechnical EducationMinister
wrote to Union HRDMinister Ramesh
Pokhriyal,statingthatinhisopiniontheJuly
6guidelinesarenotmandatorybut"mere
advisoryliketheearlierguidelines".
However, UGC Secretary Rajneesh

Jain toldRajyaSabhaTVonWednesday
that the regulatorwill ask state govern-

ments that had earlier cancelled exams
to reconsider their decision.
Maharashtra, Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan,Odisha andMadhyaPradesh
had scrapped examinations in view of
the Covid-19 outbreak. Of these, only
Maharashtra has expressed unwilling-
ness to conduct exams after the Union
government said itwascompulsory.
"We have learned that some state

governments have announced that ex-
aminationswillnotbeheld. Ifwe(UGC)
have issued guidelines, then all states
andall universitieswill have toadopt it.
Thestateswhichhavemadeannounce-
ments, wewill ask them to reconsider
it," Jain said toRajyaSabhaTV.
OnWednesday,theHRDMinistryis-

sued SOPs to conduct final-year exams,
whichincludewearingmasksandgloves
anddisinfectionoftestcentre'sfloorsand
walls, doors, gates.

SAFETY FIRST
Healthcareworkersdecontaminatethemselvesbeforeremovingtheir
protectivesuitsafteracheckupinNaviMumbaiWednesday.AmitChakravarty

Final-year exams: UGC to ask all
states to adopt revised guidelines

CBSE syllabus cuts
trigger row, board
clarifies changes
for this year only

Vijayansoughtacoordinated
probebycentralagencies

Govt silent
about US
deportation
threat: Cong
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KERALAHAStakenasignificant
steptowardsbridgingthedigital
divide in educationbyensuring
that 2.42 lakh studentsmarked
outby thegovernment for lack-
ingaccess toonlineclassesnow
havethemeans,thestate'sSarva
Shiksha Abhiyan project direc-
torDrAPKuttikrishnantoldThe
IndianExpress.
SinceMay 15, the state gov-

ernment has rallied support
frompoliticiansandcivilsociety
to provide television sets to an-
ganwadis, libraries, schools and
studycentreswhereleft-outstu-
dents can watch their lessons,
aired on the state educational
channel, together. In other
words, access was ensured by
providing devices at common
areaswhereagroupof students
canstudy together.
A total of 20,000 television

setshavebeenprovidedtodate.
Ofthese,about2,000weregiven

by the government and its de-
partments.Theremainingwere
either donated by civil society
organisations, private individu-
als andpoliticiansorpurchased
frommoneyraisedby them.
“Amajority of the television

sets were purchased using the
money donated by teachers or-
ganisations,CSRinitiativesof in-
dustriesandprivateindividuals.
AboutRs1.3crorewascollected
like this,”Kuttikrishnansaid.
Thestatewasamongthefirst

in the country to launch online
classes for the 45 lakh students
enrolledinClasses10to12across
all government schools. The
classes are being telecast since
June1on the educational chan-
nel IT@SchoolVicterschannel.
While students in primary

classeswatchonline lessons for

anhoureveryday,middleschool
students spend one-and-a-half
hoursandseniorstudentsabout
two hours. The lessons are also
availableonYoutubesothatstu-
dentswhomissedoutcanwatch
themlater. "Aftertheonlineles-
sons are over, our teachers then
reach out to students to take
their questions and clear their
doubts,"Kuttikrishnansaid.
For students in tribal and

shadowareas,Kuttikrishnansaid,
teachershavebeentaskedtoreach
outtothematleastonceaweekso
thattheycanwatchtheclasseson
theteacher'sdeviceandmakeup
forlostinstructionaltime.
The COVID-induced class-

roomshutdownsinceMarch19
has forced almost all states to
movetheirclassesonline.With
thereopeningofeducational in-
stitutions uncertain, the Union
government is nowmaking an
effort to assess howmany stu-
dents do not have access to
computersorcomputer-likede-
vicesandthe Internet toattend
online classes.

SMITANAIR
PANAJI, JULY8

“COVIDIShere…butthisisthelastchance
we get to show that we care as a family.
Take it,” saidYutiAmonkaradayaftershe
litthepyreofherfather,formerhealthmin-
isterDrSureshAmonkar,whosuccumbed
toCovid-19onMonday.Hewas68.
“Ihavebeenreadingofpeoplenoteven

gettingtodothis…therearecaseswhere
manyrefusedoutof fearof infection,”Yuti
(28) said.
Photographs of Yuti lighting the pyre

at Amona in Bicholim taluka struck a
chord,asvisualsinthelocalpressshowed
herperformingtheritesinawhitePPEand
withanearthenpotonhershoulder.
Amonkar,whowas ill for a fewyears,

testedpositiveforCovid-19onJune22and
succumbedto the infectionon July6.
Heentered theAssembly fromPale in

1999, and held the portfolio of Health,
Social Welfare and Labour and Emp-
loymentintheFranciscoSardinhacabinet.
He continued as minister in Manohar

Parrikar’s cabinet.Healsoservedaspres-
identof theGoawingof BJP.
Yuti, whoworks as a software engi-

neer,saidthatonJuly6evening,shesawa
call from the hospital on her mother’s
phone. “Itwas theone,” shesaid.
After her father tested positive, Yuti

was shifted to a quarantine centre as she
and some others tested positive too. “He
used to talk to us on phone and ask if we
hadanysymptoms,”sherecalled.Thecalls
stoppedafterhewasputonaventilator.
SoonafterthephonecallonJuly6, the

familyhad todecidewhowould light the
pyre.“Mysisteraskedmeif Iwantedtodo
it. IfeltIhadtodoit,formyheart,formyfa-
ther,” Yuti said, explaining that it is not
commonintheirfamiliesforagirlchildto
conduct last rites. In themorning, a team
fromESIHospital,Goa’sCovidhospital,ar-
rived with the PPE as they brought the
body inanambulance toAmonavillage.
Yuti performed the rituals in the PPE

set as Chief Minister Pramod Sawant,
AyushMinisterShripadNaik,officialsfrom
SakhaliPanchayatandMunicipalCouncil
and locals lookedon.

Kerala govt enables access to
online classes for 2.42 lakh students

Goa ex-minister dies, daughter
performs last rites in PPE kit

Atotalof20,000
televisionsetshave
beenprovidedtodate

Centre has taken serious note of gold
smuggling case, says Unionminister
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ANACCUSED in former Jammu
and Kashmir Police Dy SP
DavinderSinghcasehadbeenal-
lotted two seats of medical col-
legesinPakistan,theNIAhassaid
in itschargesheet inthecase.
IrfanShafiMir,anadvocateby

profession. is alleged tobeasso-
ciatedwithHizb-ulMujahideen
(HuM)andhadbeenarrestedby
J&K Police on January 11while
travelling in Singh's car along
withHuMShopianDistrictcom-
mander SyedMushtaqNaveed,
aliasNaveedBabu.
The accused, Irfan ShafiMir,

isanadvocateandisallegedtobe
associated with Hizb-ul
Mujahideen(HuM).Hehadbeen
arrestedbyJ&KPoliceonJanuary
11whiletravellinginsuspended
deputySPSingh'scaralongwith
HuM's Shopian district 'com-
mander' SyedMushtaqNaveed,

aliasNaveedBabu.
“During searches at Mir's

houseinKashmirwefounddoc-
uments that showhe had been
allotted two seats by the
Pakistani establishment to rec-
ommendKashmiri students for
medical colleges in Pakistan,” a
seniorNIAofficersaid,givingde-
tailsofthechargesheet.“He(Mir)
hadrecentlybeengiventhispriv-
ilege by Pakistan. Hewas plan-
ning to sell these seats to the
highest bidder andwas looking
forsuitablecandidatesbeforehe
wasarrested.”
The NIA filed a chargesheet

againstsuspendedSinghandfive
others in a Jammu court on July
6. It claimed that hewas “being
groomedbyPakistaniofficialsfor
obtainingsensitiveinformation”
and had helpedHuM terrorists
obtainweapons fromacross the
border.
TheNIA has claimed that al-

lotment of medical and engi-
neering seats in Pakistani col-

leges isamajorracket that feeds
anti-India forces in the Valley.
“Many of those allotted these
seatssellthemforRs15-20lakh.
Thismoney is used to fuel anti-
India activities in the Valley," an
NIAofficersaid.
The issue raised its head re-

cently in the resignationof Syed
Ali Shah Geelani from the All-
PartyHurriyatConference.Asre-
portedbyThe IndianExpress, in
hisresignationletterGeelaniac-
cusedHurriyatrepresentativesof
corruption and cosying up to
powerstructuresacrossthebor-
der.SourcessaidGeelani'srefer-
encewastothecontroversysur-
rounding medical seats in
Pakistan.
TheNIAhasmaintainedthat

the system of recommending
students throughHurriyat lead-
ersinPakistancollegeshasaided
that country's efforts to desta-
bilise India.
In its chargesheet against

Hurriyatleadersarrestedin2018,

the NIA has said, "This shows a
triangularnexuswhereintheter-
rorists, the Hurriyat and the
Pakistani establishment are the
three verticals and they are os-
tensibly patronising Kashmiri
studentstoprepareageneration
of doctors and technocrats in
Kashmirwhowillhave leanings
towardsPakistan."
The chargesheet has alleged

that most students recom-
mended by Hurriyat leaders
were either children of former
militants or activemilitants, or
wereknowntoHurriyatleaders.
Manyoftheseapplicationswere
allegedly recommended by
Geelanihimself,thechargesheet
has said. Further, it stated,mili-
tants who had fled to Pakistan
wouldpursuetheircasewithhe
establishmentthere.
The agency seized docu-

ments from houses of various
Hurriyat leaders. A document
seized from Hurriyat leader
NayeemKhan'sresidenceshows

thatheallegedlyrecommended
a student for admission in 's
Standard Medical College be-
cause her "family remained
committed to the freedom
strugglethroughthickandthin".
Accordingtothechargesheet

on Devender Singh, Irfan Mir
met the HuM leadership in
Pakistan and also met “Umar
Cheema, Ahshan Chaudhary,
SohailAbbasandothersof ISIof
Pakistan”. The NIA has stated
that he was tasked to identify
and activate the new hawala
channels for transfer of money
forsustainingterroristactivities
inKashmir.
The chargesheet stated,

“Investigationalsorevealedthat
certainofficialsofPakistanHigh
Commission inNewDelhiwere
inconstanttouchwithIrfanShafi
Mir, who was provided with
funds to organise seminars in
J&K to mobilise the masses
against the Government of
India.”

IrfanMirplannedtosellseatstohighestbidder,waslookingforsuitablecandidates:chargesheet

Advocate heldwith suspended J&K cop
was allotted 2medical seats in Pak: NIA

GARGIVERMA
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AT A timewhen the BJP in
Chhattisgarhismockingthe
Congress-ledgovernment’s
scheme to purchase cow
dung, theRSShascomeout
in praise of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel for the
scheme.
Godhan Nyay Yojana,

underwhich the state gov-
ernmentwillpurchasecow
dung at the rate of Rs 1.50
per kg, is tobe launchedon
July21.
On Tuesday, a group of

RSS supporters met the
Chief Minister and handed
himan“appreciationletter”.
SubodhRathi,anRSSmem-
berandprantpramukh(re-
gional head) of Gau-Gram
Swawalamban Abhiyan,
said,“InNovember2019,we
hadstartedastatewidepro-
gramme,urgingdistrictau-
thoritiestostartpurchasing
cowdungandcowurine to
help people in villages and
thosewho look after cows.
Since the government has

accepted parts of our de-
mands,wewantedtoshow
gratitude and offer some
suggestions,” Rathi said.
“Wehaddemandedthatthe
cowdung be purchased at
the rate of Rs 5 per kg.We
alsowant the government
tobuycowurineasitcanbe
used to make bio-pesti-
cide.,”headded
The letter, signedby the

Sangh’s regional convener
Bisraram Yadav, identifies
Baghelas“ourpopularchief
minister” and thanks him
forfulfillingoneof theirde-
mands. It lists other de-

mands,includingsettingup
a special market for crops
grown with the help of
biofertilisers.
RSS leaders, however,

claimedthatthisshouldnot
beseenasaletter fromRSS.
“It will be wrong to claim
thattheletterwasfromRSS.
It is awing of RSS that par-
ticipated in this.
Programmes to strengthen
ruraleconomywerealways
apartofourideology,”state
RSS leader PrabhatMishra
said.
The Opposition BJP has

mocked the state govern-
mentoverthescheme,with
former panchayatminister
AjayChandrakarcallingthe
government cow-dung de-
pendent.
BJP leaders have also

taken a dig, stating that in-
stead of helping educated
youthgetemployment, the

governmentisforcingthem
to look for cowdung. “This
governmentbelievesinini-
tiating schemes. Therewas
only a declaration and no
framework,” former Chief
MinisterRamanSinghsaid.
“The letter was not given
fromtheRSS. TheRSShasa
lotofwings,andif somein-
dividuals want to express
theirsupport,itshouldn'tbe
takenasRSS’ssupport.”
Rathi, however, said, “It

isuptoBJPleaderstodecide
iftheywanttogoagainstthe
programme, but our group
includes farmers, cattle
caretakers and saints who
allhavetheirowncattle.We
appreciatethisschemeasit
is the first step towards
making the rural economy
dependentoncattlestrong.”
Chief Minister Baghel

said he is not surprised by
the RSS move. “They are
feeling left behind politi-
cally. Since this scheme is
getting appreciation from
everysectionof thesociety,
theywant to showtheyare
the champions of the
cause,”hesaid.
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to spike as state governments
braceforasurgeincases.Consider
this:

■Nearly5 lakhmedical oxy-
gencylindersarecurrentlyinuse.

■Dailyrequirementisaround
1,300tonnes,upfrom900tonnes
inDecember.

■InMayalone,asCovidcases
surged, the Centre bought 1.03
lakhcylinders.
Mohapatra says the govern-

menthasalsoallowedtheconver-
sion of nearly 5 lakh industrial
oxygencylindersformedicaluse.
While cylinders need refills,

concentrators tap oxygen from
theatmosphere. Andamong the
states liningup for both isDelhi,
withover a lakh cases. “Wehave
ordered 11,000 cylinders and
4,580 concentrators, andmore
than50percentofthemhavear-
rived,”saysSanjayGoel,MD,Delhi
Tourism & Transportation
Development Corporation, and
in-chargeofCovidprocurement.
“Oxygen requirement for in-

doorpatientshasincreasednearly
five-foldfromnormaldays,”says
SNVasna,whoisinchargeofpro-
curement at LNJPHospital. “We
have2,000beds andonly20per
centofthemneedoxygenonnor-
maldays.Butnow,wehavelinked
all bedswithoxygen supply,” he
says.
UP isnot farbehind,with the

stateprocuring6,000newcylin-
ders from theCentre andasking
for 10,000more -- separately, it
haspurchasednearly2,000cylin-

ders. “So far, less than three per
cent of active casesneedoxygen
support. Butwewant to bepre-
pared,”saysAKSriwastava,Nodal
CovidOfficer inthestatethathas
recordednearly 30,000 cases so
far.
Then, there's the Railways,

whichhas converted over 5,231
coaches into isolation centres.
“Eachcoachhas16bedsandtwo
cylinders. The number of cylin-
derscanbeenhancedif theneed
arises,"saysDJNarain,spokesper-
son.
“Earlier,anestimated250-300

concentratorswere sold every
month,andcertainmodelswere
available for aroundRs 25,000-
30,000.Now,about40,000pieces
of thesemodels are being sold
everymonthwith rates up toRs
75,000.Therentalratesofconcen-
trators have also gone up from
about Rs 4,500 permonth to Rs
6,000,” say industrysources.The
sources, however, warn that
“while there are strict rules for
manufacturing, pricingandstor-
age of cylinders, themarket for
concentrators is largely uncon-
trolledandunregulated”.OnJune
29, theNational Pharmaceutical
PricingAuthority(NPPA)directed
allmanufacturers and importers
of oxygen concentrators to sub-
mittheMRPbeingcharged.
Majorcylindermanufacturers

arealsoridingasurgeindemand.
VijayKrishnadasParekh,Director,
Al-CanExports,whichisbasedin
MumbaiandGujarat,sayshisfirm

manufacturesnearly10,000alu-
minium cylinders per month,
with half of the stock usually
markedforexport.“Butnow,allof
itisgoingtothedomesticmarket,”
hesays.
AnandSharma,Headof Sales

and Marketing in Faridabad-
basedLuxfereUttamIndia,which
manufactures7,000cylindersper
month, says, “Wearewitnessing
nearly30percenthikeindemand
for cylinders of 1-50 litre capac-
ity.”
Such is demand that many

dealersof concentrators,mostof
whichare importedmostly from
China, say they are out of stock.
SaysNaveenSingh,MD,Nareena
LifeSciences,GreaterNoida: “We
soldnearly2,500concentratorsin
June, of which 1,700were sup-
pliedtotheDelhigovernment.”
NikhilJainofDelhi-basedYnb

Healthcaresayshisfirmhassup-
pliedconcentrators toanumber
of residential societies in the
National Capital Region (NCR).
“We bought three cylinders for
our residents because we feel
theymaybe required in coming
days,” saysDr Rajiv Singh, presi-
dent of Eldeco Society in UP's
Ghaziabad.
Butofficialsandexpertsstrike

anote of caution. “Oxygenmust
beusedundermedical supervi-
sion. This rushmust bediscour-
aged,”saysDPIIT'sMohapatra.

(TOMORROW:ONTESTING
KITS,IT'SDOMESTICVS

INTERNATIONAL)

Covid spike lifts oxygen support demand

TheBoards subsequently an-
nounced alternative evaluation
methods for the remaining ex-
ams. For instance, CBSE's special
markingschemeinvolvesaward-
ingtheaveragemarksofthebest-
performing subjects to the
scrappedexamination.
ThedisruptionofClass12ex-

aminationswas discussed at a
meeting of the Joint
ImplementationCommittee(JIC)
earlierthismonth.TheJICismade
upof JEEchairpersonsofall IITs.
During themeeting, the JEE

chairpersons proposed that the
Class 12 criterion should be
waivedfor2020giventhatdiffer-
entBoardshaverespondeddiffer-
ently to the Covid outbreak.

"Therewas a consensus that the
IITs,instead,shouldinsistonrank
holderstohavepassedtheirBoard
examsthisyear,"saidaJICmem-
berwhodidnotwish tobe iden-
tified. "Thiswouldbeaone-time
exception,"themembersaid.
TheClass12performancecri-

terionisn'tamake-or-breakcrite-
rionforadmissionseveninanav-
erage year. "There are very few
rankholderswhoaredeniedad-
missioneveryyear for eithernot
scoringaminimumof75percent
marksormeetingthetop20per-
centile cut-off. So, doing away
(withthiscriterion)foroneadmis-
sioncycleisn'tgoingtomakeabig
difference,"themembersaid.
The JIC proposalwill only be

implementedonceithastheJoint
AdmissionBoard's(JAB)approval.
JABhasdirectorsofallIITsandrep-
resentativesof theHRDMinistry
as itsmembers.Ameetingof JAB
hasnotbeencalledyet.
Apart fromtheClass12crite-

rion,theIITsarealsolookingatthe
feasibility of conducting JEE
(Advanced)forinternationalstu-
dents at Dhaka, Dubai,
Kathmandu and Singapore. The
IITsareapprehensiveofarranging
the examat foreign locations as
different Covid-related restric-
tionsareinplaceindifferentcoun-
tries. JEE (Advanced)willbeheld
onSeptember27. This is the sec-
ond time the examination has
beenrescheduledduetoCovid.

Board marks criterion may be dropped

Director of Operations P P C
MohanRao claimed that hehad
reached the factory at 3:55 am;
GeneralManager (Production)G
Raju claimedhe arrived at 4:40
am; Safety Head claimed he
reachedthespot firstat3:23am,
whileGM(Maintenance)claimed
thathearrivedat3:56am.
However,thecommitteesaid

thatitverifiedwithpoliceandper-
sonnelofvariousreliefandrescue
agencies and checked CCTV
footagetofindthatnoneofthetop
LGofficials arrived before 5 am.
“…This needs further investiga-
tion,’’ thereportsaid.
Thereportalsonotesthatfac-

torydata fromApril 25andApril
28 indicated a spike in polymer
content inStyrene.OnMay7,the
same process led to the leak.
Similar spikes, the probe said,
werenoticedasearlyasApril4but
thesewere“totallyignored.”
The report said that LG

Polymershadnoeffectiveonsite
emergency plan or a strategy to
tackleaStyrenevapourrelease.
“LGPolymersdidnottakepart

inanyoftherescueorevacuation
activities; rather, passed the en-
tire responsibility to the district
administrationandthelocalcom-
munity.LGPolymersfailedtoalert
residents in theneighbourhoods
by activating the siren, although
thesirenwasinaworkingcondi-
tion andhadmultiple activation
points, includingnearthefactory
gate. Thiswas a fatal lapse,’’ said
thecommittee.
The probe committee red-

flaggedthe“inadequatequalifica-
tions”ofsomestaffwhowereas-
signed themaintenance of the
Styrene tanks and the refrigera-
tionprocess.
“(Graduates) of ITI and

Diplomasweredesignatedasen-
gineersandgivenhighposts.The
Technical Committee reported
that even some Intermediate-
pass staff were designated as
‘SeniorEngineer.’Theresponsibil-
ity for the absenceof competent
and qualified employees lies
squarelywiththemanagement,’’
thereportsaid.
Despitemultiplerequests,LG

Polymersdidnotprovideanydoc-
umentation showing standard
practicesforstorageofStyreneat
LG’s facilities outside India. This
raises theconcernthat lessstrin-
gentstandardsmayhavebeenap-
pliedtotheIndianfacility,leading
eventually to thedisaster, the re-
portsaid.
OnWednesday,the12execu-

tivesofLGPolymers,whowerear-
rested July 7wereproducedbe-
foreamagistratewhoremanded
them to 15 days in judicial cus-
tody. They include:Managing
Director andCEOSunkey Jeong;
Technical Director D S Kim;
AdditionalDirector(operations)P
PCMohanRao;in-charge,Styrene
monitoring. K Srinivas Kiran
Kumar; and production team
leaderRajuSatyanarayana.
AnLGPolymersspokesperson

wasunavailableforcommentbut
onMay12, in its first communi-
cation after the leak, it had said
that it apologised to the affected
families,itwouldco-operatewith
the probe and bearmedical ex-
pensesof thoseaffected.

LG Polymers indicted by probe

SC extends protection to TV anchor from
coercive action in defamation cases

SHUBHRAGUPTA
NEWDELHI, JULY8

IT’SWELL known that Jagdeep,
born Syed Ishtiaq Ahmed Jafri,
joined the Hindi film industry
as a child artiste, and that his
comic timingmade him popu-
larasacomedianthroughmost
of his adult career. But not
enough notice was paid to the
factthathemovedwellandhad
a good singing voice. His brief
stintasa leadingmandidn’tuse
these skills: those films, espe-
cially AVM’s ‘Bhabhi’, were
heavywith emotion. And sohe
tipped over into comedy, and
there he stayed, cementing his
placeasoneof Bollywood’s top
comic artistes.
Jagdeep died inMumbai on

Wednesday.Hewas 81.
Thinkingof Jagdeep, thefirst

thing that comes to mind is
Soorma Bhopali, the 1975
‘Sholay’ character that became
so popular that it nearly
eclipsedeverythingelsehedid.
Flashback to that scene in
whichtheheroes, JaiandVeeru,
come upon Soorma Bhopali
telling a bunch of spellbound
listenersabouthowhebeat the
twowith a stick, and howhe is

found out: his paan-stained
teeth, thatBhopali lilt,andcom-
fort in a role meant strictly for
laughsmadehisSoormaunfor-
gettable.
Toomany of the nearly 400

roles that Jagdeep did over six
decadeswere interchangeable.
Broad, loud strokes for the
comic folk meant that their
tracks were filled with gags,
pratfalls, and banana-peel hu-
mour:thatwasprettymuchthe
way of the comedy from the
1950s to 1980s. A series of tal-
entedcomics, includingJohnny
Walker, Mukri, Paintal,
Mehmood, Rajendra Nath and
KeshtoMukherjee, were type-
cast and had to do that one

thing the audience wanted
themtodo. Jagdeeptoofell into
that trap of repeating himself,
often using the same grins and
grimaces, but he could always
bereliedupontomakeuslaugh.
Some of his early roles are

memorable. Bimal Roy’s ‘Do
BighaZameen’andGuruDutt’s
‘Aar Paar’, as well as ‘Hum
Panchi Ek Daal Ke’ showcased
his talent:hewasanatural, and
he had the ability to be droll,
and both those gifts came in
handy in his long career. He
played a young, dapper Dilip
Kumar in ‘Shikwa’, an unre-
leased 1954 film; he was
equally comfortable inRamsay
Brother’shorror fests.Oneofhis
last significant roles was play-
ing Salman Khan’s father in
Rajkumar Santoshi’s 1994
‘Andaz Apna Apna’, he was
lookingdistinctly older but the
familiar verve was very much
there.
Jagdeep’s most famous

avatar ledhimtoproduceafilm
of the samename, but ‘Soorma
Bhopali’, the 1988 film, found
notakers.Thecharacter liveson
inourmemories. “Par hamaara
naam Soorma Bhopali aise hi
nahinhai,” says Jagdeep, in that
scene. Sahi farmaaya, janaab.

Comedian Jagdeep dies at
81, Soorma Bhopali lives on

JAGDEEP

1939-2020

SUKHBIRSIWACH
CHANDIGARH, JULY8

TWO DAYS after the Haryana
Cabinetclearedaproposaltodraft
anordinanceforreserving75per
cent private sector jobs for state
residents,ithasemergedthatthe
state’s Law Secretary had in-
formed the state government in
advance that the proposal “may
notwithstand”legalscrutiny.The
opinionwasconveyedtothestate
government by the Legal
Remembrancer-cum-Law
Secretary despite the state’s
AdvocateGeneral(AG)BaldevRaj
Mahajan backing the proposal.
However, the LawDepartment,
which is headed by the Law
Secretary,latersuggestedthatthe
state can “proceed as per AG’s
opinion”.
The LawSecretary is the top-

mostlegalofficerofthestategov-
ernment,andnormally,asessions
judge-level judicial officer is ap-
pointedtotheassignment.TheAG
isaCabinet-rankholdinggovern-
mentfunctionary.
Inher opinion to thegovern-

ment,theLawSecretarysaid:“The
proposedordinancewhereby75

per cent jobs in companies, soci-
eties,trusts,partnershipfirmssit-
uated in Haryana with salary
structure of up to Rs 50,000per
month are proposed to be re-
served for residents of Haryana
maynotwithstandthescrutinyof
lawbeing violative of Article 14,
19(1)(g)and21ofConstitutionof
India.” She added, “It would be
necessary to obtain the instruc-
tion of the President of India for
thepromulgationoftheproposed
ordinance in view of proposed
Clause 23of thedraft ordinance
whichgivesoverridingeffectover
otherlaws”.
However, the state’s BJP-JJP

governmentmoved aheadwith
theproposalasthestateAdvocate
General(AG)BaldevRajMahajan
gavehisconsenttotheproposal.
A senior government official

saidf thestate’sLawDepartment
too later suggested that the gov-
ernment “may proceed in the
matteraspertheadvicetendered
bythe…AGHaryana”.
The AG said, “The proposed

measurewouldnotbeinconsis-
tent with the provisions of the
Constitution of India including
those relating to fundamental
rights.”

Despite AG backing, Law
Secy told state move may
not withstand scrutiny

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, JULY8

THESUPREMECourtonWednesdayex-
tended protection to TV news anchor
Amish Devgan against any coercive ac-
tion in cases lodged over his alleged
defamatory remark against Sufi saint
KhwajaMoinuddinChistiduringashow
telecaston June15.
A bench comprising Justices A M

Khanwilkar and Sanjiv Khanna asked
Devgan'scounseltocompletetheplead-

ings in the case by serving copies of the
petition to those who had filed com-
plaints against the journalist in various
states. SenioradvocateSidhharthLuthra
and lawyerMrinal Bharti appeared for
Devganinthehearingconductedthrough
video link by the court,which extended
thereliefgrantedonJune26toDevgantill
further orders.
Five FIRs have been lodged against

Devgan in Rajasthan,Maharashtra and
Telangana for using a allegedly deroga-
tory term for the Sufi saint on his chan-
nelonJune15.

HARYANA’S75%QUOTAFORLOCALS

Mocked by BJP, scheme to buy
cow dung earns Baghel RSS praise

ChiefMinisterBaghel
saidhe isnotsurprised
bytheRSSresponse. File

Thestate’sGodhan
NyayYojanais tobe
launchedonJuly21

New Delhi
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SUSHANTSINGH
NEWDELHI, JULY8

THE STANDOFFS between Indian and
Chinese troops in Ladakh on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC),where initial steps to-
wardsdisengagementhavetakenplace, are
aroundanumberofpatrollingpointsorPPs
inGalwan,HotSpringsandGograareas.

WhatexactlyarePPs?
PPs are patrolling points identified and

markedontheLAC,whicharepatrolledwith
astipulatedfrequencybythesecurityforces.
They serve as a guide to the location of the
LACforthesoldiers,actingasindicatorsofthe
extentof ‘actualcontrol’exercisedontheter-
ritoryby India.
ByregularlypatrollinguptothesePPs,the

Indian side is able to establish and assert its
physicalclaimabouttheLAC.

Areall thePPsnumbered?
No. Some of the PPs are prominent and

identifiablegeographical features, suchasa
pass, or a nala junctionwhere no numerals
aregiven.OnlythosePPs,wherethereareno
prominent features, arenumberedas in the
caseof PP14 inGalwanValley.

AreallonthePPsbangontheLAC?
Mostly,yes.ExceptfortheDepsangplains

innorthernLadakh,wherePP10,PP11,PP11A,
PP12andPP13–fromRakiNalatoJivanNala
–donotfallontheLAC.Theseareshortofthe
LAC,on the Indianside.

ArethesePPsnotmanned?
The PPs are not posts and thus not

manned.UnlikeontheLineofControl (LoC)
with Pakistan, the borderwith China is not
physically held by the Army all along. They
arejustphysicalmarkersontheground,cho-
sen for their locationandhavenodefensive

potentialortacticalimportancefortheArmy.

If thePPsarenotmanned,howisthe
claimactuallyasserted?
TheclaimisassertedbytheArmyorjoint

Army-ITBPpatrolsastheyshowmorevisible
presenceintheseareas.Thisisdonebyphys-
icallyvisitingPPswithahigherfrequency,as
thedeploymenthasmovedclosertotheLAC
and due to improved infrastructure. As the
ChinesemaynotseewhentheIndianpatrols
visitthesePPs,theywillleavecomecigarette
packetsorfoodtinswithIndianmarkingsbe-
hind.That lets theChineseknowthat Indian
soldiershadvisitedtheplace,whichindicates
that Indiawas incontrolof theseareas.

WhohasgiventhesePPs?
ThesePPshavebeenidentifiedbythehigh-

powered China StudyGroup, starting from
1975whenpatrolling limits for Indian forces
werespecified.ItisbasedontheLAC,afterthe

government accepted the concept in 1993,
which is alsomarked on themapswith the
Armyintheborderareas.Butthefrequencyof
patrollingtoPPsisnotspecifiedbytheCSG–it
isfinalisedbytheArmyHeadquartersinNew
Delhi, basedon the recommendationsmade
bytheArmyandITBP.

What is this frequency?
ThefrequencyofreachingvariousPPsare

given in the annual patrolling programme.
Based on the terrain, the ground situation
andthe locationof theLAC, theduration for
visitingeachPPisspecified–itcanvaryfrom
onceamonth to twiceayear.

WhichPPsarecurrentlyunderdispute?
PPs 10 to 13 in Depsang sector, PP14 in

Galwan, PP15 in Hot Spring, and PP17 and
PP17AinGograarecurrentlybeingdisputed
bybothsides,wherethestandoffshavetaken
place in thepastnineweeks.

‘China is trying to show I am the superpower…
India has shown we will not take it lying down’

What do these markers on LAC signify?

Onwhat isdifferentabouttheGalwanclash
andthebuild-up
The IndianandChinese civilisations areboth

ancientcivilisationsbutIndia'scivilisationcanbe
summarised inwhatwe callVasudaiva kutum-
bakum,whichmeanstheworldisonefamily.On
theotherhand, theChinesewayof thinking can
be summarised in theword China. In Chinese,
China is referred to asChungWo, whichmeans
middlekingdomormiddlecountry,andtheirap-
proachisthattheyarethecentreoftheworldand
everythingelserevolvesaroundthem.Sotheyare
at the centre, everyone isperipheral…theyonly
worryabout themselves. Soyoumust startwith
this premisewhere there are twodifferent peo-
pleswithtwodifferentapproaches.
Inthepastthereusedtobestraypatrols,which

sometimesusedtocomefacetoface,butthenum-
beroftroopswasverysmall,itcouldbe40,itcould
be50…itcouldbe100,150,butitwasonlyinthe
hundreds.Thistimearound,awholebuild-uphas
takenplace ineasternLadakh. TheChinesemili-
taryhasplannedforthis.Therefore,asthegovern-
mentsays,thewholebuild-upispremeditated.In
easternLadakh,notrightattheborder[but]a lit-
tle bit indepth, there are several divisionsof the
ChineseArmywhichareprepared,at least3-4or
maybe5divisions of theChinese PLA.Nowthis
can't happenovernight. Theywere planning in
earlyApriltodosomekindofmilitaryexercisesin
this area, and theyquicklydiverted the forces to
the easternpart of Ladakh. Indiahas alsodonea
correspondingmilitarybuildupandtherefore,the
largenumberswhichareinvolvedthistimeshow
thatwhat is happening in eastern Ladakh in the
summerof2020isquitedifferentfromwhathas
happenedinthepast...

Ontheseriousnessof thesituation
When the PLA comes after having planned

andprepared, it isnotanaccidental face-off be-
tweensmallergroupsoftroopswhomaybepa-
trollingthatsamearea.Soyouhavetoaskyour-
self thequestion,whyishedoingit?Whatishis
messagetous?AndIthinkthattherearetworea-
sons. One is a tactical reason, one is a strategic
reason. The tactical reason is very simple, he is
trying tomove his ground positions,where his
troops actually are right up to the point, which
heconsiderstobehisLAC.Now,rememberthat
there isnoagreedboundarybetween Indiaand
China; alsowe have great differences of opin-
ion…Now,whatheisdoingis,hewantstodefine
this lineunilaterally,bringhis troopsrightupto

the lineandpresentuswitha faitaccompli.
On the strategic side, he knows very clearly

thatmaintainingpeaceontheIndia-Chinabor-
derisaprerequisitefortherelationshiptomove
ahead.Soifheunderminespeaceontheborder,
hesaysIdonotwanttohavethecurrentkindof
relationship Ihavewith India. Sohe is trying to
browbeatus, trying tobullyus, trying toshowI
amthesuperpowerinAsiaandyoujusthaveto
takethatlyingdown.Indiahasshown,tactically
on the ground, that wewill not take this lying
down. In Galwanwe have blocked him at the
LACandour bottom line for thenegotiations is
the Chinese must restore status quo, which

means theymust go back to the situation as it
existedbeforetheystartedallthesemovements.

OnwhyChinaisnotdeclaring itscasualties
Theyhave traditionally never declared their

casualtiesimmediatelyafteraclashorevenawar.
They take a fewyears. I think this is part of their
system;theyarenotanopen,transparentsystem..
Asyouknow,oursortofestimateofthecasualties
sufferedbythePLAishigherthanwhatourcasu-
altiesare.Idon’thaveaprecisefigure,wewillnever
knowaprecisefigure…Wehavecometothatcon-
clusiononthebasisofwhatwehaveheard from
people who have been on the ground…Our
MinisterofStatewhowasaformerChiefofArmy
Staffhasputthefigureat43.Idon'tknowifitis43,
23, or 63, but I am told by all accounts that the
IndianArmygave an excellent account of itself.
You canexpectmanycasualties on thePLA side.
Wecanquibbleaboutthenumbers;whatismore
important is that for the first time the PLAhas
takenbattlefield casualties inover fourdecades,
andIthinkthatisabigmessagethatIndianArmy
hassent,ontheground,totheChinesePLA.

OnthetransitionfromDengXiaoping's
ChinatoXi Jinping'sChina
Thebiggestchangehasbeentheeconomicsof

the country. If you go back to the late 1980s, in

1988,China’sGDPwasalmostthesameasIndia’s.
Today, China's GDP is roughly 4.5 times that of
India.AndofcourseChinaitselfhaschanged...
In the 80s, they used to abide bywhatwas

DengXiaoping'sfamousdictumthatChinamust
hideitsstrengthandbideitstime.Nowithasbided
fourdecades and it has grownvery fast in these
fourdecades, at roughlyaGDPgrowthrateof 10
per cent everyyear.Now, the current leadership
underPresidentXiJinping—andmoreimportant
thanhispositionasPresidentishispositionasthe
generalsecretaryoftheCommunistPartyofChina
—theybelievetheirtimehascome,andthatthey
havetoshowhowpowerfultheyare.Andtheyare
doingthisallovertheworld.Theyaredoingthisin
theSouthChinaSeaby takingover andbuilding
new islands,which they then immediately start
tomilitarise.Theyaredoingit inHongKongwith
thenewsecuritylaw,whichmeansbasicallythat
the ‘one country, two systems’ formula under
which China took back sovereignty overHong
Kong is dead in thewater. They are threatening
Taiwan.Theyhaveatrade,technologyandawider
sortofbattlewiththeUS.Andtheyarealsoheat-
inguptheIndia-Chinaborder.

Onhowdiplomaticnegotiationstakeplace
inasituationlikethis
It varies from situation to situation. Letme

take2013inDepsang.Troopsonthegroundtold
ustheyhadtheirdiscussionsaboutwhat'shap-
pening and I pickedup thephone and spoke to
mycounterpart inBeijing, butwealsoused the
offices... In2013ourAmbassadortoChinawasof
courseDrSJaishankar,who’stodaytheExternal
AffairsMinister, so he used to convey ourmes-
sages to the ForeignMinistry of China. There
were several rounds of suchmessaging from
bothsides,sayingclearlywhatwas,whatshould
bedoneetc.andtheneventuallyweinsistedthat
ourbottomlineisthattherewillbenosuchvisit
by our PrimeMinister unless this thing is re-
solvedcompletely.Wewon’tevenstartplanning
forthevisituntil theDepsangincidenthasbeen
resolved; that'showitactuallyworkedout.

TRANSCRIBEDBYMEHRGILL
(Editedexcerpts)

VVIIDDEEOO::youtu.be/0tWGbxO3KOg

AUDIENCEQUESTIONS

IfUS,EuropeandASEANcountriescan
clubtogetheragainstChina
For the last 2-2.5 years they (US) has

been in this tradeand technologywarwith
China. I think increasingly, Europeancoun-
tries are also seeing that China is a spoiler
in,forexample,thetheftof intellectualprop-
ertyandsoon.SoIthinkeconomicallythere
will be some kind of battle between these
countries…

Onwhetherthe incident inLadakhis
linkedtoBeltRoadInitiative
No, Idon't think it isdirectly linkedwith

it. Any number of suggestions are being of-
feredastowhythis ishappening, I thinkthe
answeris…theyaretryingtoactuallycontrol
ground up till what is their idea of the LAC,
andstrategically theyare sending Indiaand
therestof theworldamessage,thatlook,we
are thebigboyshere…

GAUTAMBAMBAWALEisaformerIndianAmbassadortoChina. InanE-XplainedeventbeforeanationwideaudienceonZoom,
heinterpretedChina’s intentions inthebuild-upontheLineofActualControl,andtheimplicationsof thestand-off

GautamBambawaleinconversationwith
ShubhajitRoy(above)ofTheIndianExpress

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI, JULY8

INSTAGRAMONWednesday launched its
shortvideofeaturecalledReelsinIndia.Butit
isnottheonlyapptryingtoslipintothespace
vacatedbyTikTok.Infact,lessthanafortnight
after the Ministry of Electronics and
InformationTechnology(MeiTY)banned59
Chineseapps,GooglePlayStoreandApple’s
AppStore are teemingwith alternatives to
theseplatformsandsoftwareapplications.
Not all of them are new. For instance,

Roposo, which has an offering similar to
TikTok, have been around for a few years.
However, thisapp fromthe InMobiGroup
has seen an exponential increase in user
baserecentlyandnowclaimsover100mil-
lion users. A lot of the newentrants have
nowherenearthesenumbers,norarethey
able tooffer theprivacy featuresof thees-
tablished apps, making them prone to
hackingorstealingofcriticaluserinforma-
tion, experts said.

Whatarethesenewapps?
According to experts, there are two

kinds of apps that have rushed to fill the
vacuumcreatedbyChineseapps.Thereare
establishedappswhichhavebeenaround
foravery longperiodof timeandwereal-

ready competingwith the Chinese offer-
ings.Others,however,arelike‘fly-by-night
operators’,whichhavedownloadedentire
appcodes fromonlinemarketplacessuch
as Codecanyon and are trying to take ad-
vantage of the anti-China sentiment, cy-
ber-securityexpertswarned.
“These apps canbebought fromonline

marketplaces foras little asRs3,000.These
scriptsareeasytobuy,andeventheownerof
theappsdoesnotknowhowtheappworks.
Now,if10peoplebuythesamescript,allthe
appswillhavethesameflaw,”independent
securityresearcherIndrajeetBhuyansaid.
This is exactly what happened with

TikTokcloneMitron,whichaPakistanicod-
ingcompanyclaimedwasbrought fromit
for just $34. The app is back now after
GooglePlaystoreremoveditforawhilebe-
causeof privacypolicyviolations.

Whataretheproblemswiththeseapps?
One of themajor problems, cyber-se-

curity experts said, is the lack of data pri-
vacynormsandguidelines in theseapps.
“Thenationalityof anappisn’tenough

to guarantee its safety. One source of vul-
nerabilityofcourseistheapponthephone,
but also where is it centrally stored, and
howit iskeptalsomatters. The locationof
the data by itself does nothing,” Raman
Chima, Asia-Pacific policy director at
AccessNow,explained.
With thenewerapps fromthesmaller

developers,thereisnoclarityonwhatper-
missionsare soughton thedevice. For ex-
ample, most of the alternatives launched
over the past 10 days seek permissions to
viewcontactsandgallery.
APune-basedcyber-securityresearcher

warned that with little knowledge about
who owns these platforms andwhether
theapp’scodealsoscansandstoresprivate
dataofauser,nooneislikelytobeheldac-
countable incaseof abreach. “Forwelles-
tablishedapps, their reputation is at stake
and thereforewill seek only enough data
to run the programme. These new apps,
which have rushed to take benefit of the
vacuum, have nothing to lose. Even if the
appisreadingandstoringyourprivatechat,
thereisnowaytoknowbecausenohasany
ideaofwhat their codescontain,”hesaid.

Usuallyanewapplikethistakesmonths
to get a decent number of users. However,
inthepresentwaveevensuchappsareget-
ting tens of thousands of downloads. Even
for someof the older apps, the sudden in-
creaseintheiruserbasewithcreatevulner-
abilities because of a lack of data handling
capacityorsafetymeasures,theexpertssaid.

Dosuchappsbodewell for theIndian
appecosystem?
Despitethesurge,expertsdon’tseethis

as a long-term phenomenon, or any of
these apps developing into world class
products. “They (users)will quicklymove
on to easily available alternatives. In the
short term, someknockoffsmight appear
but in the longer run, it is a chance for the
ecosystemtomatureandtaketheplaceleft
vacant,” technology research firm
Counterpoint said inanote.
Other experts, however, highlighted

that India cannot benefit from creating a
walledgardeninwhichonlydomesticapps
are allowed. “There aremany other apps
which are international andperhaps for a
goodreason.Thatisalwaysgoingtobethe
case. The systemwill mature only when
youhavedomesticappswhichareglobally
or even regionally competitive. A lot of
Indianappsarenotaggressivelymarketed,”
Chimasaid.

Roposo, similar toTikTok,hasgrown
inrecent times.Mitron,once
removedbyGooglePlay, isnowback.

A crop of new apps:why users should bewary

THISWORDMEANS: PATROLLINGPOINTS (PPS)

TOP 10STATES

INDIA COUNT: 7,42,417 (20,642 DEATHS)
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1,02,831 Delhi

37,550
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23,837
West Bengal

Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak andwhat you should/should not do?
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26,815
Karnataka

21,197
Andhra Pradesh

27,612
Telangana

UnionHealthMinistryupdateasof11pm,July8.Somestatesmayhave
reportedhighernumbers.Onlystates/UTswithatleastonecaselistedabove.
4,56,831 PATIENTSDISCHARGEDIN34STATESANDUNIONTERRITORIES

RESTOFINDIA
AndamanandNicobarIslands 147
ArunachalPradesh 276
Assam 12522
Bihar 12570
Chandigarh 494
Chhattisgarh 3415
DadraandNagarHaveli 405
Goa 1903
Haryana 17999
HimachalPradesh 1083
JammuandKashmir 8931
Jharkhand 2996
Kerala 5894
Ladakh 1041
MadhyaPradesh 15627
Manipur 1430
Meghalaya 80
Mizoram 197
Nagaland 625
Odisha 10097
Puducherry 930
Punjab 6749
Sikkim 125
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Uttarakhand 3230
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742,417
India

248,379
Iran

288,510
United Kingdom

301,019
Chile

252,513
Spain

3,016,515
US

1,668,589
Brazil

309,278
Peru

268,008
Mexico

TOTAL CONFIRMED: 11,892,382 DEATHCOUNT:545,485
Source: JohnsHopkinsUniversity,updatedat11pmonJuly8 . JHU’sIndiatallyandHealth

Ministry’stally(below)maynotmatchastheseareaccountedatdifferenttimes.

THEWORLD
699,749
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BLUNT CUT
CBSEdecisiontoreducesyllabi showsmisunderstandingof
students’ stress, givesshort shrift towaysof learning

T
HECOVID-19PANDEMIChaseaten into theacademicyearof schools, cre-
ating pedagogical challenges for teachers and learning problems for stu-
dents.Thisemergencydemandscreativesolutionsfromthecountry’sedu-
cationpolicymakers. Instead,thecountry’spremierexaminationbody,the
Central Boardof SecondaryEducation (CBSE), hasused theblunt andme-

chanicalmeasureof reducing syllabi “byup to30per cent” to “reduce thecourse load for
studentsof Class9 to12”. Thismeans that studentswill graduate to thesenior-secondary
levelwithoutlearningaboutthehumaneyeandthemagneticeffectsofelectriccurrentsor
engagingwithsocialscienceconceptssuchas“democracyanddiversity”,“gender,religion,
caste”and“popular strugglesandmovements”. Excised fromthesyllabiof classes11and
12arechaptersoncitizenship,nationalism,secularismandthePartitionofthecountry.The
algebrabasic,thebinomialtheorem,andthechapteronmathematicalreasoninghavebeen
sacrificedat thealtarof “curriculumrationalisation”. TheCBSEand theUnionMinistryof
HumanResourceDevelopmentreasonthatthecutswill“easetheburdenonstudents”.But
their reasoningactually reflectsanold failingof educationpolicy-making in India—there
hasbeenscarcelyanyattemptamongstpolicymakerstounderstandwhatactuallystresses
thechild.The“courseload”hasbecomeaneasyscapegoatforstudentanxiety.
Teachershavebeengiventhevagueinstructionthatthedroppedtopicsaretobe“ex-

plained to students to the extent required to connect different topics.” They have also
beentoldthatthesetopics“wouldnotbeapartofeitherinternalassessmentortheboard
examination”.Suchtrivialisationofknowledgeissymptomaticofanoutlookthatregards
textbooksasassemblagesof facts,whichhave tobememorisedandregurgitated inex-
aminations—thecurriculumonlyservestheutilitarianfunctionofenablingstudentsto
pass examinations. This thinking has fostered an ecosystem inwhich coaching “insti-
tutes”mushroomandthereisbriskbusinessinguidebooksandcompendiaofquestions
of past examinations and “model answers”. There is now a growing body of scholarly
workwhichshowshowtheemphasison“modelanswers”standsinthewayofstudents
approachingexaminationquestionsinacreativeway.Thesefaultlinesinthesystemwere
alsoexposedby theVyapamscaminMadhyaPradesh,more thanadecadeago.
Educationstudiesexpertshavelongagreedthatthecurriculumisnotalwaysthemain

causeofstressforstudents.Theyhaveshownhowpedagogicalsystemsaredisconnected
fromachild’s lived reality andunderlinedhowtheexamination-centred education sys-
temrobsherofthejoysofacquiringknowledge.Thechurncreatedbythepandemicshould
haveledto—itcanstillspark—conversationsonevolvingteachingmethodsthatencour-
agestudentstoapplyfactstorealworldproblemsandmotivatethemtoseekknowledge.
Instead, theCBSEhaschosentoknockdownsomeof thebuildingblocksofknowledge.

CRUEL AND RECKLESS
Trumptries to turnhealthcrisis intopollopportunity,using
schools, collegesaspawns.Awelcomepushbackhasbegun

H
EADSOFGOVERNMENTwillbejudgedbyposterityontheintelligence
andintegritywithwhichtheyarefacingtheCOVID-19challenge.Going
byhis record so far, US PresidentDonald Trumpwill be remembered
primarilyforhisattemptstoduckitortopoliticiseapublichealthdisas-
ter as he seeks a second term. Both these factorswere on show on

Tuesday,whenhedismissedthe“Chinavirus”againandintensifiedthepushtoreopened-
ucational institutions fully,withserious implications for foreignstudents,Americanbusi-
nesses and families.American schools andcollegesare rightly considering the reopening
processwithextremecaution,andlikeinothercountries,asignificantpartofacademiclife
hasgoneonline.ThispresentsapoliticalproblemforTrump,whoseresponsehasconsisted
almostentirelyofdownplayingthepandemic,whichistakingamountingtoll intheUS.
OnTuesday, inameetingintheWhiteHouse,Trumpresolvedtotakeacanopenerto

the country’s schools. Hewould evenpressure governors to reopen them, he indicated
darkly.Trumphaschargedthatschoolsarebeingkeptclosedforpoliticalreasons,topre-
vent the US from returning to normal life. On the same day, the US Immigration and
CustomsEnforcement(ICE)bureaupublishedadraconiannotificationalarmingthemil-
lion-oddforeignstudentsintheUS,whichincludeabout2lakhIndiansand4lakhChinese.
Theymust leave the country or face deportation proceedings if their institutions have
moved instructioncompletelyonline. Theymustattendsomephysical classes,perhaps
bymoving toacampuswhichoffers them,or leavebefore theyare thrownout.
Indian studentsmay have become collateral damage in an attack on two targets —

theirChinesepeers,whoformthelargestcohortof foreignstudents,andcampuseswhich
dependonthefeestheypay,butrefusetophysicallyreopen.ButtheWhiteHouseshould
remember that thepre-eminenceofUS technologyandbusinessowes to the creativity
and industry of immigrants. The loss of Indian human capital would be felt across the
board, from education,medicine and IT to hospitality. In his enthusiasm to pander to
xenophobes, Trump should not forget that the US success storywaswritten by immi-
grants.With Harvard andMIT filing a lawsuit against the Department of Homeland
Security and ICEagency inadistrict court inBoston, challenging the ill-judgedorderon
international students—HarvardPresident LarryBacowcalled it cruel and reckless—a
hearteningpushbackhasbegun.

PLAY TIME
Cricket returns to the field,withnewrules, the

sameliftingof spirits

F
OR SOMEWEEKS now, shortly before they headed out of hotel rooms to
train in the sun, cricketers fromEnglandandWest Indies havebeen taking
theirtemperature.Ithadtobelessthan37.5Fahrenheit,orelse.Awalkdown
thecorridor, and thenonly fourof themin the lift at the sametime, all four
standingonthefootprintsetchedontheelevatorfloor.Elbowstocallthelift,

elbowstopressthelobbybuttonandsanitisingofhandsastheysteppedouttotheground
fortraining.Morerulesawaitedthemthere:Nohigh-fives,nosalivaontheball,noclose-
proximitybanter,nohangingaroundtogether in theevenings.
Before they reachedSouthampton, thequiet townwhere theTitanic once set off for

thatill-fatedtripandwherenowthecricketworldhopestostayafloat,theplayersdidtheir
ownthingtokeepthefitnessandmotivationup.AndwhenEngland’spacerChrisWoakes
saysmatter-of-factly,“thisismydayjob,thisiswhatIwanttodo,”inapromotionalvideo
fromtheEnglandcricketboardon theeveof Testmatch, it seemshe, andotherplayers,
are saying theyhavehadenough. It’s timetoplay.
West Indies have hadmore challenges to face as theymoved into a bio-secure bub-

ble inEngland.Asthegamedayapproached,other issueshadtobegrappledwith—like
the Black Lives Matters flag they unfurled from the team balcony on a cloudy day.
Somewhere,downbelow,MichaelHoldinggaveastirringspeechaboutsystemicracism
onlive television.Andwhat theaudiences, and fans?Evenmorethantheplayers, itwas
the fanswhowerevocal about theneed for the returnof sport. Simple, everyday things
that theyhadtaken forgrantedhaveassumedanextraordinaryairnow.

INA2015VISITtoSiliconValley—thefirstby
anIndianPrimeMinistertotheUSWestCoast
since the semiconductor revolution in the
1970s—PMModisuggestedthat“digitalplat-
formswereadvancingcitizenempowerment
anddemocracythatoncedrewtheirstrength
from constitutions”. COVID demonstrated
howoneelementofDigital India—Aadhaar
enabledDirect Benefit Transfer— facilitated
quick and targeted action. But COVID also
demonstrated how large parts of the Indian
state continue to resist, underinvest in, and
delaydigitisation.Wemakethecasethatthe
three-phase transition tomandatory digital
payments, accounting, and transactions for
government proposed by the CAG
(Comptroller andAuditor General) under a
new project and law called DATA (Digital
AccountabilityandTransparencyAct)usesthe
COVIDpolicywindowforanempowering,el-
egant, and overdue reformwith delightful
consequences.
TheUnionbudgetgrewfromRs197crore

in1947 toRs30 lakhcrore lastyearand total
governmentexpendituremaybehigherthan
Rs70lakhcrore.Buttheformandmannerof
keepingaccountshavemoreorlessremained
unchanged since Independence; manual
transactionsandmanualpaymentsoftenlead
tomanually entered data at different stages
in different databases on different systems.
Thismakesdataunreliable,violatestheprin-
cipleof“singlesourceoftruth”andsabotages
transparency and good governance. DATA
recognisesthatdigitallyempoweredcitizens
requiredigitalpublicutilitiesthatnotonlypro-
videe-servicesbutmakeallgovernmentrev-
enue and expenditure data electronic,ma-
chine-readable, granular, comprehensive,
purpose linked, non-repudiable, reliable, ac-
cessibleandsearchable.
AchallengeforDATAisthatgovernment

“computerisation” has oftenmechanised
manual processes rather than “re-engi-
neeredprocesses”.ThishascreatedsiloedIT
systemswith disparate databases that lack
modern data sharing protocols for organic
linking likeAPIs (ApplicationProgramming
Interfaces)andbreedvalidconcernsof fiscal
data being incomparable (as basic as salary
expenditureacrossstates),obscure(largeex-
penditures booked under omnibus head
called other), non-traceable (actual expen-
ditureagainsttemporaryadvancesdrawnor

funds drawn on contingent bills), andmis-
classification(grantsinaidascapitalexpen-
ditureandbookingsundersuspenseheads).
Butdataunderliesalltransactional,account-
ing,andpaymentinformationandanational
framework and dictionary to consistently
andaccurately capture, record, report, pub-
lishandanalysedatabothverticallyandhor-
izontallyacrossgovernmentisnowpossible.
DATA hasmany other upsides; recognising
off-budget transactions (the last Union
budget took steps towards this fiscal trans-
parencyandconsolidation),businessconti-
nuity (electronic records cannot be lost or
misplacedlikefilesorpaperrecords),andan
incontrovertible audit trail. Most impor-
tantly, itwill enable Parliament and legisla-
tures to draw “assurance” that each rupee
due to the government has been collected,
and each rupee has been spent for the pur-
pose itwasallocated.
ThestartpointforDATAismandatoryand

commondatastandardsforallentitiesreceiv-
inggovernmentfundsinall formsof funding
andtheendpoint isa single searchableweb-
sitetoascertaintotalgovernmentfundingby
elementandentity.Butcoveringthedistance
betweentheseneedsthreeelements:100per
centend-to-endelectronicdatacapture,data
governance for standards across all govern-
ment entities, and technology architecture.
Thefirst isclear;all receiptsandexpenditure
transactionsincludingdemands,assessment,
and invoices should be received, processed,
and paid electronically. The second is com-
plex; data standards are rules for describing
and recording data elementswith precise
meaningsandsemanticsthatenableintegra-
tion,sharing,andinteroperability.Prescribing
dataelementsforall transactionswillensure
standardisation, clarify ambiguity,minimise
redundantdata,andcreateprotocolsforinte-
grationacrossdifferentdatabasesacrossenti-
ties receiving government funds, collecting
revenues on behalf of the government, and
thosedischargingcorefunctionsonbehalfof
thegovernment.
The proposed government-wide data

standards coupledwith real-timedata cap-
turedend-to-endwillenabletheuseofcogni-
tive intelligence tools like analytics, artificial
intelligence,machinelearning,whichinturn
will support the establishment of budget
baselines, detecting anomalies, data-driven

project/activity costing, performance com-
parisons across departments and agencies,
andbenchmarking.Thethirdelementoftech-
nology architecturemust ensure that all IT
governmentsystemsshouldconformtoapre-
scribedopenarchitectureframework(forin-
stance,IndEA)whileensuringrobustsecurity
andmaintainingprivacy.
Acitizen-centricviewofasinglesourceof

truth encompassing every rupee of public
moneywouldmakethe299remarkablepeo-
plewhowrote India’s Constitution proud of
this 21st-century citizen empowerment in-
novation.Recurringoperationswill requirea
DataGovernanceAuthorityandtheproposed
three-year timeline is doable; one year for
standard-settingby thedatagovernanceau-
thority, twoyears toministries/departments
of the Government of India and states, and
three years to all other recipients of govern-
mentmoney such as local and autonomous
bodies.Abiggifttothisprojectcouldbea12-
monthmandatory deadline for all govern-
ment payments to godigital; bad behaviour
currentlycoststheRBIRs4,000croreinbank
agency commissions becausemanyparts of
the government do not use the RBI’s free e-
kubersystem.
A wonderful new book Midnight’s

Machines: A Political History of Technology in
India byArunMohan Sukumar chronicles a
lesser-knownpolitical project that beganon
August151947;theIndianstate’sundertaking
toinfluencehowcitizensthoughtabouttech-
nology and its place in society. He suggests
thatMadanMohanMalaviya’s 1916dissent
note as amember of the Indian Industrial
Commission seeded the Indian state’s inter-
est in technology and drew a blueprint for
India’smodernisation.India’scurrentgapbe-
tweenthedigitisationoftheprivatesectorand
governmentoftenreflectsthe1972Dandekar
Committee recommendation that no entity
installacomputerwithoutfirst“justifying”its
usetoemployeesandtheirtradeunions.This
means our rights as consumers are higher
thanourrightsascitizens.But100yearsafter
PanditMalaviya’s forceful note, the digitisa-
tionof the Indianstateproposedby thegov-
ernmentandCAGimaginesagiantleapinem-
poweringourcitizens.
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A challenge for DATA is that
government
‘computerisation’ has often
mechanised manual
processes rather than ‘re-
engineered processes’. This
has created siloed IT
systems with disparate
databases that lack modern
data sharing protocols for
organic linking like APIs
(Application Programming
Interfaces) and breed valid
concerns of fiscal data being
incomparable (as basic as
salary expenditure across
states), obscure (large
expenditures booked under
omnibus head called other),
non-traceable (actual
expenditure against
temporary advances drawn
or funds drawn on
contingent bills), and
misclassification (grants in
aid as capital expenditure
and bookings under
suspense heads).
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Remember, rememberalways, thatallofus, andyou
and I especially, aredescended from immigrants

andrevolutionists. — FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELTTHEEDITORIALPAGE

THE FALLACY OF RANKINGS
Archaicperceptions—notcriteriaof excellence—determine ratingsof colleges

THEONSETOFafreshacademicsessioncoin-
cideswith the release of institutional rank-
ings. Meant primarily to guide and assist
prospectivestudentsinchoosingfromamong
the best institutions and the courses offered
by them, the rankingsystemcomesoff asan
innovativeattemptatquantifyingexcellence.
With30,000institutionsofdifferenttypes

and standards, the IndianHigher Education
System(IHES)istheworld’sthird-largestsys-
tem. Theneed tomap institutional uneven-
ness and the inherent qualitative disparities
in standardsmake rankings significant. This
explains the importance of theMHRD-led
National Institutional Ranking Framework
(NIRF). The other systemof ranking that has
got traction is the India Today rankings.
However,whenreadinconjunctionwitheach
other, theyproduceconflatingresults.
For example, theNIRF for 2020-21 in the

colleges'categorydeclaresMirandaHouseas
the best college, assigning Lady Shri Ram
College andHinduCollege second and third
positions respectively,while the India Today
rankingsdeclareHinduCollegeasthebestcol-
legeforartsandscienceandthesecond-best
college for commerce following Shri Ram
CollegeofCommerce. It is interestingtonote
thatMiranda House does not have a com-
mercedepartmentanddespitebeingranked
behindHinduCollegeasperIndiaTodayrank-
ings,itgetsthecovetedtoppositionintheNIRF

rankings.Whilesuchconfusionaccruesonac-
countofdivergentweightageaccordedtopa-
rameters, all the rankings end up assigning
thetoppositionstoafewselect institutions.
According to the declaredmethodology

(2019) in the college category, theNIRF allo-
cates40percentweightagetoteaching-learn-
ingoutcomes,whichisderivedfromamath-
ematical calculation of student strength,
students-teacher ratio, permanent/tempo-
raryappointments,numberofPhDholdersin
facultypositionsaswellasfinancialresource
utilisation.Itaccords10pointstooutreachand
diversityquotients,another15and25percent
toresearchoutputandgraduationoutcomes
respectively, and 10 points to perceptions
amongstemployersandacademicpeers.
However, Iwould argue that despite be-

ing based on a strongmethodological plat-
form,theNIRFrankingsfail inaccomplishing
themandateofsegregatingthechafffromthe
wheat. This is because the so-called top col-
leges top the charts largely onaccount of ar-
chaicperceptions,triggeringthebestintakes,
whichmakes themscore high on academic
parameters. The student strengthor the fac-
ulty-studentsratioisnotsomethingthesecol-
legescandomuchabout.Beinggovernment-
funded,theyareboundtoadmitallthosewho
makeitpasttheirdeclaredcut-offmarks.
Thesameis trueof thediversityquotient.

Noneof thesecollegeshasanysay indesign-

inganypolicyparameterthatwouldencour-
ageordiscouragestudents’recruitmentsfrom
variedbackgrounds.Intermsofresourceuse,
mostoftheresourcesarerigidlyfixedandeven
the slightest deviations attract penal action.
Theappointmentsandpromotionsof faculty
membersarecontrolledbytheirrespectiveaf-
filiating universities, and entirely independ-
ent of anymerit-based distributivemecha-
nism.Thepointisthattheexistingregulatory
mechanismsoftheIHESdonotallowanyflex-
ibilitytodevelopinnovativepedagogyorout-
reachanddiversityformulaeontheirown.All
theyneedtodoistosticktothegovernment-
setpolicydirectionsandfeel luckyif itrains.
Itisnotsurprising,therefore,tofindalmost

the same set of colleges topping the charts.
Theydowellbecausetheyhaveafeedercadre
of the best. The application of a ranking
methodology designed for an open anddy-
namic systemwhen applied to a closed one
onlyendsupconflatingandconfoundingre-
alities.Itisnottosaythattheso-calledtopcol-
leges in Indiadonothavethedriveor theca-
pabilitiestoexcelindependently.Butforareal
assessment,theywouldneedtobefreedfrom
inherentstructuralrigiditiesandbebroughtat
parwitheachother.

ThewriterteachesPoliticalScienceatHindu
College,UniversityofDelhi.Views

expressedarepersonal

It is not surprising,
therefore, to find almost the
same set of colleges topping
the charts. They do well
because they have a feeder
cadre of the best. The
application of a ranking
methodology designed for an
open and dynamic system
when applied to a closed and
rigid one only ends up
conflating and confounding
realities.

OPPOSITION WALK OUT
ALMOST THE ENTIRE Opposition today
walked out of the Lok Sabha amidst an un-
usual display of tempers and heated ex-
changeswiththetreasurybenchesandeven
thespeakerafter40minutesofadetermined
butunsuccessfulattempttogetanadjourn-
ment motion admitted on “alarming
growth” of incidents of atrocities against
womenandpeopleofmarginalisedcommu-
nities. Only eight oppositionmembers, be-
longingtotheDMK,theMuslimLeagueand
the National Conference remained in the
house. The storm sparked off following
heatedexchangesbetweentheSpeakerand
JyotirmoyBasuandChandrashekharreached

a flash point after the young Congress (I)
membersstartedshoutingattheOpposition.

ATROCITY IN MP
AGITATED OPPOSITIONMEMBERS today
rapped theMadhya Pradesh government
over agruesome incidentof anallegedcase
of rape inMorena. The government admit-
ted the beating and torture but disclaimed
rape.MadhyaPradeshchiefministersaidthe
governmentacceptedthe“gravity”ofthesit-
uationandproperactionwouldbetakenac-
cording to the judicial process. A significant
aspect of this heated debatewas that none
ofthe11womenmembersparticipatedinit.
Thewomenmembershadalsoshownindif-

ferencewhenanothersuchissuewasraised
in thehouse fivedaysago.

RELATIONS WITH ASEAN
TheIndiangovernmenthassoughttoassure
themembersof theASEANthatitsrelations
with itsmemberswill not be adversely af-
fected by its decision to recognise the pro-
Vietnamese Heng Samren regime in
Kampuchea.ThisassurancewasgivenbyEric
Gonsalves, Secretary in the Ministry of
External Affairs, yesterday to the ambassa-
dorsofASEANcountries.Themembercoun-
tries of the group, who still recognise the
KhmerRouge government, have been criti-
calof India’sdecision.
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Digitising the state
Athree-phasegovernmentprojectusesCOVID
policywindowforamuchneededreform
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“The French president’s time in office has been beset by crises. As a deep
post-coronavirus recession looms, the biggest one is yet to come”

— THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

In the immediate now, and
forever, we must stop
worrying about the learning
gaps, but think about how
our children will cope with
anxiety, uncertainty and
change. Can our children
breathe, meditate, relax,
experience tenderness, trust,
and do they know if they
have a self to find? If what is
being taught in school and at
home is not connected with
the child’s happiness,
survival and sanity, then,
who is caring for our
children?

Who is caring for children? Quid without
a quo

BILATERALAGREEMENTSareanoutcome
ofnegotiations.Togetsomethingyouwant,
you yield on others. There is quid pro quo
and reciprocity. Thanks to the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT),
since1948, reciprocityhasbeenbuilt into
the World Trade Organisation (WTO).
Gainsandlossesneedn’talwaysbedefined
innarroweconomicterms—thequidand
the quo can be strategic. However, a quid
without the quo doesn’t sound rational.
Outside the then socialist bloc, Indiawas
thefirstcountrytoestablishdiplomaticre-
lationswiththePeople’sRepublicofChina
(PRC). This happened on January 1, 1950.
Pakistanfollowedafewdayslater.Indiafol-
lowed through, in October 1954, with a
trade agreement with PRC, apparently
basedon“equalityandmutualbenefit”.At
least, that’s what the preamble to the
agreementsaid.Thistradeagreementover-
rodemanyhistoricalrightsIndiapossessed
(trade missions/trading posts) in Tibet.
Theywere signedaway. Therefore, for the
benefit to bemutual and not unilateral,
Indiamust have gained something. This
wasanarrowtradeagreement.Unlikecon-
temporary times, there was no talk of
cross-borderlabourorcapitalmovements.
The gains could have been trade, or non-
trade.
Inanysuchtradeagreement,whilene-

gotiating, negotiators try to identifyprod-
ucts where their country has a compara-
tive advantage, though comparative
advantage is necessarily dynamic and
changes over time. I try to getmarket ac-
cess for itemswheremy country is com-
petitive and try to bargain and prevent
marketaccessforitemswheremycountry
isrelativelyuncompetitive.Thisistheprin-
ciple behind trade negotiations. As broad
heads,Chinawasallowedtoexport—cere-
als,machinery,minerals,silkandsilkpiece-
goods, animal products, paper and sta-
tionery,chemicals,oils,andmiscellaneous
items. India was allowed to export —
grams, rice, pulses, kyanite, unmanufac-
tured tobacco, rawmaterials andunman-
ufacturedores,woodandtimber,hidesand
skins, chemicals, vehicles, andmiscella-
neous items. At that time, both countries
wereplanningto industrialise,Chinawith
a first five-year plan in 1953, Indiawith a
first five-year plan in 1951. That being the
case, youwould expect industrialisation
aspirations, andmoving away from agri-
culture, tobereflected in itemseitherside
was trying to push. If you look at those
broadheads,thisisnottheimpressionyou
get.Forexample,Indiawouldexportwood
andtimber,butChinawouldexportpaper
and stationery. China would export ma-
chinery,butIndiawouldexportrawmate-
rialsandunmanufacturedores.Thatis,bar-
ring chemicals and vehicles, Indiawould
remain a primary produce exporter to

China,acontinuingtrendthistradeagree-
mentcontributedto.However,China’sex-
ports would be broad-based and have
manufacturing items.
So far, I have stuck to broad heads and

theseareheadsasmentioned in the trade
agreement.Thoseweren’tdayswhentrade
negotiatorsfollowedharmonisedcustoms
nomenclatureswith digits pinning down
items.Suchphysicaldescriptionssufficed.
Let’s lookatsub-heads,underthosebroad
heads.
Under paper and stationery, we find

newsprint,mechanical pulp-freeprinting
paper, packing paper, stencil paper, blot-
ting paper, fountain pens, pencils, ink,
printing ink,andnumberingmachines.At
thattime,Indiahadastrongdomesticbase
inproducingallthese.Indeed,whenArticle
XVIII of GATTwasamended in1954 to in-
troduceArticleXVIIIB, justifyingquantita-
tive restrictions (QRs) on imports on the
balance of payments grounds, one of the
eight items India imposed QRs on was
fountain pens. China’s fountain penman-
ufacturing base in Shanghai, other than
Hero,isof latervintage.TheShanghaiHero
PenCompany traced its antecedents back
to 1931. That is when the Wolff Pen
ManufacturingCompanywasfounded,re-
namedShanghaiHeroPenCompanylater.
Companies like Jinhao didn’t exist then.
Given India’s fountainpenand inkbase, it
was a bit strange that in 1954, it was pre-
decided thatChinawouldhaveacompar-
ativeadvantageinexportingfountainpens
and ink and Indiawould not. To reiterate,
weclampeddownon importsof fountain
pens from the rest of theworld, allowed
themspecificallyforChinaanddidn’twish
to export our own to China. If Hero pens
became ubiquitous in later decades, that
wasn’t only due to smuggling through
Nepal.Thosewerelegitimateimports.This
isonlyanexampletoillustratethebroader
pointaboutabiased tradeagreement.
Tradeisnotbasedonnarrownotionsof

comparative advantage. A country can si-
multaneouslyexportandimportthesame
item. However, if an item figures in one
country’s list and not on the other’s, that
suggestsanoddkindofpreference.Inmar-
ket access schedules, items specifically
mentionedareimportant.What’sdumped
into a “miscellaneous” basket is relatively
insignificant. If you scrutinise the sched-
ules, you will find non-manufacturing
items in China’s miscellaneous list, but
manymanufactured items in India’smis-
cellaneous list (light engineering, plastic
manufactures,cement,agriculturalimple-
ments, paper). By any yardstick, the 1954
agreementwas one-sided. Today, any ne-
gotiator who agreed to this would be
hauled over coal. Nor, since GATTwas al-
readybeenestablished in1948, couldone
claim that India lacked in relative negoti-
atingcapacity.
I mentioned the quid pro quo gains of

trade or non-trade. Obviously, therewere
notradegains.Onegaveawayandreceived
littleinreturn.Non-tradegainsarealsodu-
bious. “Equality andmutual benefit” was
picked up from the trade agreement and
incorporated into Panchsheel later in the
sameyear.

Thewriter is chairman,EconomicAdvisory
Council to thePM.Viewsarepersonal

Pandemichasbeendevastating foradolescents. Identifying theirareasof stress,detachment
andconfusionmustbe integralpartof teaching-learning in timeof crisis

“MARCH20,2020,hasbeenaturningpoint
inmylife.All thatIvalued,thehumantouch,
tangibleconnections,programmes,engage-
ments, get-togethers, festivals and assem-
bliesseemtohave lostallmeaning. In fact, I
thinkIhavegrownupveryfastascompared
to any other generation of my age. Today,
morethanever, I feel triggered, floodedand
overwhelmed by this situation. The ques-
tion thatwells up inmymind iswhat hap-
pened to yesterday?Whatwill happen to-
day? Howwill I step into tomorrow?My
dreamshavebeen replacedby stress, anxi-
ety anduncertainty.”
Thiscryofhelpcamefromanadolescent

inschool,whowasunabletocope.Thecoro-
navirusapocalypsehasbeendevastatingfor
adults,butadolescentshavebeenimpacted
by it in amuchgreatermanner.
Between the ages of 13 to 17, teens and

tweenshaveincreaseddevelopmentalmo-
tivation thatmakes it hard to isolate them.
Thehormonalchangesduringpubertycom-
binedwithadolescentdynamicsmakethem
highly attuned to social status and peer
groups.
Caughtinavacuum,atatimewhenthey

were ready to launch themselves, many
teensarewadingthroughcomplicatedemo-
tions. They have had to adjust to online
learning, isolated from their friends, and
eliminatemeaningfuleventsfromtheircal-
endars. They mourn the loss of school
groups, sports and informal get-togethers.
The ritual of going to class andhangingout
withpeoplewhotheyhavegrownupwith,
even if they have not been close friends,
seemsover.
Tillnow,themajorityofchildrenwerein

avacationmode,buttherealityofnotgoing
back to school has suddenly dawned upon
thembecausethepandemicshowsnosigns
ofabatement.Levelsof frustration,nervous-
nessanddisconnectionhavebecomemuch
greater.Anostalgiaofeventspre-Marchhas
become intense.
A lot of adolescentshope toget back so

theycanhavea little timetoofficially close
thebookontheir lives inschool.Duetothis
pandemic, children are afraid of venturing
outside their homes. Suddenly, their
safety and security has been threatened
and challenged from multiple angles.
The more common stressors that teens
are facing are loved ones becoming ill,
non-stop pandemic news, family
economics with their parents losing
jobs, loss of traditional milestones in
their school activities that are significant
ritesofpassage, fearof catchingaflight,vis-
itingagrocerystoreorevengoingtoaden-
tist. All these have impacted their mental
health.
Adolescence is a state of major transi-

tion. It’swhentheystart findingtheir iden-
tity, theirsenseof self fromtheirpeergroup.
If at this crucial period, they are caught up

in processing a range of very intense emo-
tions from fear and anger to sadness and
grief, theresultcanleadtoachronicanxiety
disorder.
Different teens are having different re-

actions.Forintrovertedadolescents,thecur-
rentsituationisgivingthemasenseof calm
or relief. The extroverts, whose energy is
recharged by communication, are devas-
tatedby thequarantine.
It is very important tobeon the lookout

forwarningsignsofdepression,whichrange
fromemotionalchanges, feelingsofdespair
andemptiness,mentalchanges,difficultyin
focusingandthinking,physical changes in-
cluding eating habits, weight and sleeping
patterns. It is imperative that we take very
seriously,actionsofself-harmorevenwords
thatmay lead to it.
Disordershaveemergedaffectingmood

swings,behaviourandsleepingpatternsdue
to the excessive use of technology. This 24-
hour rhythm has now become the new
norm,andhasbrokenupthespacebetween
wakingandsleep.
Parents are trying to balance their own

workandtheremote-learningschedulesof
their children, trying to find ways to help
themcope.Parentshavetoacknowledgethe
anxietiesof theirchildrenandhaveanopen
and honest discussion about the struggles
they are facing, butwith a level of reassur-
ance.
Adolescentswatchadults forpsycholog-

ical cues. If parents are calm, the children,
inturn,willbemoreconfidentof theirwell-
being. What may seem trivial to an adult
maybevery important toateenoratween.
Dismissing or minimising their feelings is

not the best approach: Parentsmust show
compassionandvalidatetheirconcernsbe-
cause they will not get themoments they
aremissing back. The citation ceremonies,
farewells, annual days, school carnivals, all
of these make up the sights, sounds, feel-
ings and fragrances of the growing-up
years. It is theirparticipationandreactionto
these that will make them the adults of
tomorrow.
Schools and the homes have changed

roles. The online teachingmodel has to be
embedded with an emotional compass
more than anything else asmental health
issues have already pinnacled and the
dominoeffect isgoingtobefeltacrosstime.
Social-emotional learningwillhelpchildren
tocopeandpreventarousal symptomsand
strongnegativeemotions.Capsulesofmed-
itation, yoga, motivational conversations
willhelptodeconstructtheconflictthatchil-
dren are facing. Identifying their areas of
stress, detachment and confusion should
become an integral part of the teaching-
learningexperience.
In the immediate now, and forever, we

muststopworryingaboutthelearninggaps,
but thinkabouthowour childrenwill cope
with anxiety, uncertainty and change. Can
ourchildrenbreathe,meditate, relax,expe-
rience tenderness, trust, and do they know
if they have a self to find? If what is being
taught in school and at home is not con-
nectedwith the child’s happiness, survival
and sanity, then, who is caring for our
children?

Thewriter is principal, Springdales School,
PusaRoad,NewDelhi

MODEL STATE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ’Crisis of
thefuture’(IE,July8).TheMidDayMeal
schemehasbeen in thenewsforall the
wrong reasons — from corruption to
non-nutritionalmeals being provided.
Keralahasindeedbeenatorchbearernot
only in providing cookedmeals even
duringthepandemicbutinhandlingthe
COVIDcrisis. Itwasonlyafter theNHRC
and Patna High Court orders that the
Bihargovernmentsprangintoaction.All
otherstatesneedtolearnfromKerala.

BalGovind,Noida

FAR APART
THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Line of ac-
tual decontrol'(IE, July 8). The govern-
ment’smeasures todiscourage the im-
port of Chinese goods may end up
hurting India'seconomic interest inthe
longrun. Indiadoesnothavetheability
toproducecheap,qualityproducts.The
technological gap inmanufacturing vis
avisChina is vast. Thiswillmakeprod-
uctscostlier,andthepeoplewillsuffer.

GracySingh,Delhi

LEARNING VS EXAMS
THISREFERSTOthe report, 'CBSE to re-
duceburden,crunchsyllabusforClass9
to12’, (IE, July8). SinceCOVID-19 isun-
likely toendsoon,what ismore impor-
tant— survival or saving the academic
year?Whyjeopardise the futureof stu-

dentsbyholdingClass9 to12exams in
2020-21on thebasis 70per cent of the
syllabus?Won’t these studentswith a
30percentgapintheirknowledgestare
blanklywhentheygotohigherclasses?

VarinDhir,Ahmedabad

REVIEW QUOTAS
THISREFERSTOthearticle,'Socialinjus-
tice’(IE,July8)Thecaste-basedreserva-
tioninlegislatures,education,andpub-
lic employment is unique to India. The
founding fathers of our republic origi-
nallyextendedreservationtolegislatures
onlyandthattoofor10years.Theyleftit
tofuturegenerationstomakeanassess-
mentof thispolicyperiodically.

SudipKumarDey,Kolkata

LETTER TO THEEDITOR

THE JANUARY10 judgmentof theSupreme
CourtoninternetrestrictionsinKashmirwas
criticised as one “ignoring rights and reme-
dies”. TheMay11 judgmenton thesame is-
suewasdescribedasan“abdicationofduty”.
Theformerjudgment, inAnuradhaBhasinvs
Union of India, laid down guidelines to test
thevalidityof internetsuspensionordersand
theirperiodicreview.TheMay11judgment,
inFoundationforMediaProfessionalsvsUTof
Jammu&Kashmir, ordered the constitution
of a special committee to review theorders
passedbytheJ&Kauthoritiesbyapplyingthe
safeguards laid down by the Court in its
January 10 judgment. In a recent webinar
hostedbyCANfoundationHarishSalvecau-
tioned:“Everybodywhohasapointofview
todaythinkstheSupremeCourtisanational
dartboard, onwhich everybodywho has a
point of view, has the right to throw a dart.
Thismust stop.”
The case is about internet availability in

Kashmir,whichhasavexedbackgroundand
a complex geo-political history. It has been
onthereceivingendofwellorchestratedand
incessant proxywarwaged by an unstable
neighbour. The repeal of Article 370, re-or-
ganisation of the erstwhile state of Jammu
andKashmir and the prospect of a brighter
futureforKashmir, JammuandLadakh,pro-
pelledourneighbourintoadesperatemode.
The COVID-19 crisis has only added to the
complexity of the situation on the ground.
The recent turn of events bear a testimony
to this trend. The excessive firepower and

hostilityattheLoCandtheurgencyandreck-
lessness of terrorist activities in the Valley
exposes the scheme of using even the pan-
demic towreakhavoc.
Any analysis of merits and demerits of

the SC orders should start from this back-
ground information, as a “strict” analysis of
the law,without facts, is a purely academic
exercise. An important facet of modern
terrorism is the use of the internet.
Cyberterrorismisacontemporaryphenom-
enon, wherein terrorists use the internet
to influence, communicate and fund
violenceonarealtimebasis.Thereisnogain-
saying that Kashmir is also prey to such
technology.
On August 5, 2019, internet services for

the entire union territory of Jammu and
Kashmirwassuspended.Acasewasfiledbe-
foretheSupremeCourtseekingtoquashthe
internet restrictions imposed under the
Temporary Suspensionof TelecomServices
(Public Emergency or Public Safety) Rules,
2017. Strangely, the eminent counsel, argu-
ingthecaseforthepetitioner,concededthat
he did not want to challenge the constitu-
tionalityoftheRules,ratherhewasonlycon-
cernedwith their application. Accordingly,
theCourt,beingcognisantofthefactthatthe
Rulesdonotcompletelysecure therightsof
citizens, readintotheRulescertainvaluable
safeguards suchasperiodic review.The J&K
government implemented the SC order
by easing internet restrictions in a graded
manner.

ThesituationofKashmirisdynamic.The
governmenthastobethefront-lineenforcer
of the law laid down by the SC. The Court
recognisesthattheimpositionof restriction
should be on a proportionate basis. In the
past month, more than 10 terrorism inci-
dents have been reported, withmore than
15 soldiers/civilians killed. Due to the con-
tinuous onslaught of terrorism, internet re-
strictionsmayhave to beusedoften for the
protectionof human lives.
The constitution of the special commit-

tee by the Court is in furtherance of “bal-
anced constitutionalism”. The Constitution
provides for rights under Part III to be en-
forced by all the organs of the government.
Accordingly,theCourtcannotbeunderstood
tobethesoleprotectorof rights—theexec-
utiveandlegislaturehaveanequalresponsi-
bility.
The framework the Supreme Court has

createdbyitstwojudgmentsrightlyapplies
thisprinciple.First, theSCcreatedstandards
fortheexecutivetoapply, includingreading
intheproportionalityrequirement.Through
its recentMay order, the Court has created
an important forum to review the orders
passedunder theRules.Now, theonus ison
thegovernment toshowhowit complies.
The first step for the government is to

gatherinputsfromindividualdistrictsacross
J&K to assesswhether the internet is being
misused to circulate fake news. Once such
intelligenceisgathered,thematerialsarere-
quiredtobeplacedbeforetheconcernedau-

thority.TheCourtnecessarilyalludedtothe
fact that restrictions cannot be imposed for
the entireunion territory throughomnibus
orders — they need to be tailored district-
wise.Thefindingsoughttobebasedonver-
ifiabledata.Further,thegovernmentshould
consider bringing anarrowly tailored legis-
lation to curtail fake news, not only for
JammuandKashmir but also for the rest of
India.Thesafeguardsandcaveatsensurethat
thefunctionoftheSupremeCourtasanapex
interpreterof lawremainsintact,whileleav-
ingthecalibrationtotheexecutivebasedon
thegroundsituation.
The supposed clarion-call of some

learnedacademiciansandmembersof legal
fraternity of “abdication of duty by the
Supreme Court” seems to have completely
missed thehard facts in theValley.
It will be apposite to quote a few

prophetic lines of one of the greatest legal
doyens,NaniAPalkhivala:“Itistruethateter-
nal vigilance is the price of liberty. But it is
true, inevenadeepersense, thateternal re-
sponsibilityisalsopartof thepriceof liberty.
Excessiveauthority,withoutliberty, is intol-
erable;butexcessiveliberty,withoutauthor-
ityandwithoutresponsibility,soonbecome
equally intolerable…. Liberty has a hypno-
tising sound;while, unfortunately, respon-
sibilityhasnosexappeal.”

Thewriter isa senioradvocatepractising in
theSupremeCourtand formersecretary,

SupremeCourtBarAssociation

SCrulingsoninternetrestrictionsinJ&Kupholdbalancedconstitutionalism

Liberty and responsibility
Aishwarya Bhati
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Superintending Engineer
Bulandshahr Circle, P.W.D, Bulandshahr

No. 5183/96M(III)/E-TENDER/BSR CIRCLE/2020 Dated. 27/6/2020

E-Procurement Inviting Short Term Tender Notice
On behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh, S.E. Bulandshahar Circle, U.P.P.W.D., Bulandshahr invites following
percentage rate bid online through http:// etender.up.nic.in from the eligible and approved Contractors
registered with UP PWD, from dt. 13.07.2020 to 18.07.2020 upto 12.00 PM. The technical bids will be opened
online on dated 18.07 2020 at 03:30 P.M. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids
as specified, the bids will be opened online on the next working day respectively, at the same time and validity
of bid will be considered from the original date. The date and time of opening of the financial bid shall be notified
on the website.

1. The Bid Security and Tender Document Fee must be deposite through Internet Banking.
2. All registered contractors have to upload Turnover certified by C.A. of last 5 Year and details of maximum

cost work satisfactorily completed in last 5 Years on chanakya software before Submission of tender.
Details of e-tender uploaded on https.//etender.up.nic.in shall also be uploaded on Uppwd Chanakya
software, before last date & time of submission of bid.

3. Terms & Conditions related to bids are available on https.// etender.up.nic.in

SI.
No.

Name of Work Estimated
cost (Rs.
in Lacs)

Bid
Security
(Rs. in
Lacs)

Work
Completion

Tender document fee
including GST

Contractors
Category

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 Renewal of Pahasu Danpur

road(ODR) in Km. 1,2,3 & 8
with P.C. For Year 2020-21

42.00 4.10 3 Month Tender Cost- Rs.
2300.000 + G.S.T. Rs.

414.0 = 2714.00

A,B,C

2 Renewal of Khurja Shikarpur
road (ODR) in Km.
1(700),2,3,4,5,6,7,8 & 9 with
P.C. For Year 2020-21

86.00 6.30 3 Month Tender Cost- Rs.
2300.000 + G.S.T. Rs.

414.0 = 2714.00

A,B

UPID NO. 153082 Date: 01.07.2020
WWW:UP.GOV.NIC.IN

Sd/-
(Surendra Kumar)

Executive Engineer
C.D. PWD Khurja

Sd/-
(Ajay Shankar Singh)

Superintending Engineer,
Bulandshahr Circle, P.W.D.

Bulandshahr

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

TENDER NOTICE

81668/HRY

CX.´fi. ´ff½fSX MÑXf³Àfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSmXVf³f d»f. BÊX-d³fd½fQf
Af¸faÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff A³fb·f½fe R ¸ffZË/ NZIZ QfS/ I f¹fÊQf¹fe
ÀfaÀ±ffAûÔ ÀfZ d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f ¸faO»f ¸fZSN IZ Aa°f¦fÊ°f
d³f¸³f I f¹fûË WZ°fb ¸fûWS ¶faQ BÊ-d³fd½fQfEa BÊ-´fûMÊ»f
(www.etender.up.nic.in) ´fS Qû ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ
Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W`Ü ·ff¦f-1 ¸fZÔ BÊ-d³fd½fQfAûa IZ
´fi´fÂf d³f²ffÊdS°f Vfb»I AfS.Me.ªfe.EÀf./ E³f.BÊ.ER .Me.
E½fa d³f²ffÊdS°f ²fSûWS SfdVf AfS.Me.ªfe.EÀf./E³f.BÊ.
ER .Me./¶f`ÔI ¦ffS³Me (A»f¦f-A»f¦f) IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff, d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f ¸f¯O»f, ¸fZSN IZ
´fÃf ¸fZÔ State Bank of India, Cantt
Branch, Meerut Account No.
11047201099, IFSC Code
SBIN0000680 ¸fZÔ ªf¸ff I Sf¹fe ªff¹fZÔ¦feÜ ¶f`ÔI ªf¸ff
I e ÀffÃ¹f ¹f±ff ¹fûª¹f ¹fc.Me.AfS. Àfa£¹ff, ´fZ-B³f dÀ»f´f
¸fc»f I e ´fid°f d³fd½fQf IZ ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f IZ Àff±f Àfa»f¦³f
dI ¹fZ ªff¹fZÜ BÊ-d³fd½fQf IZ ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f (¹fc.Me.AfS.
Àfa£¹ff, ´fZ-B³f dÀ»f´f ´fid°f, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf, ´f`³f I fOÊ,
B³I ¸f M`¢Àf dSM³fÊ, ªfe.EÀf.Me. ´fi´fÂf I e À½f¹fa ´fi¸ffd¯f°f
Lf¹ff´fid°f E½fa °fI ³feI e A³fb·f½f AfdQ) BÊ-´fûMÊ»f ´fS
ÀI` ³O ´fid°f¹ffg (PDF format) °f±ff BÊ-d³fd½fQf IZ
dõ°fe¹f ·ff¦f (´fifBªfd¶fO) ¸fZÔ QSm a E½fa ½ffd¯fª¹fI d³f¹f¸f
½f Vf°fZÊ BÊ-´fûMÊ»f (www.etender. up.nic.in)
´fSX d³f¸³fd»fd£f°f °ffd»fI f IZ A³fbÀffS A´f»fûO I e
ªff¹fZ¦feÜ d³fd½fQf Vfb»I , ²fSûWS SfdVf E½fa A³¹f
½¹f½fÀffd¹fI ´fi´fÂf WfOÊ I fg´fe ¸fZÔ A±f½ff ½¹fd¢°f¦f°f
Àfa½ffWI IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ BÀf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ ´fif´°f ³fWeÔ
dI ¹fZ ªff¹fZÔ¦fZÜ BÊ-d³fd½fQf ·ff¦f dõ°fe¹f (´fifBªfd¶fO)
£fb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f WZ°fb °fQû³fbÀffS ½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e
ªffE¦feÜ BÊ-d³fd½fQf I f ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f, °ffd»fI f ¸fZÔ AadI °f
dQ³ffaI E½fa Àf¸f¹f A³fbÀffS Àff½fÊªfd³fI ø ´f ÀfZ £fû»ff
ªff¹fZ¦ffÜ BÊ-d³fd½fQf £fb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f ´fS A½fI fVf Wû³fZ
I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ BÊ-d³fd½fQf A¦f»fZ I f¹fÊ dQ½fÀf ´fS
d³f²ffÊdS°f Àf¸f¹f °fI À½feI fS I e ªffE¦fe E½fa d³f²ffÊdS°f
Àf¸f¹f ´fS £fû»fe ªffE¦feÜ BÊ-d³fd½fQfAûÔ I û d¶f³ff I fZBÊ
I fS¯f ¶f°ffE BÊ-d³fd½fQf/ BÊ-d³fd½fQfAûÔ I û AÀ½feI fS/
d½f·ffdªf°f I S³fZ I f Ad²fI fS A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ
´ffÀf ÀfbSdÃf°f SWZ¦ffÜ ²fSûWS/ BÊ-d³fd½fQf SfdVf SdW°f ½f
ÀfVf°fÊ BÊ-d³fd½fQfEa À½feI fS ³fWeÔ I e ªffEa¦feÜ IÈ ´f¹ff
d½fÀ°fÈ°f ªff³fI fSe, OfC³f »fûO, A³¹f ÀfaVfû²f³fûÔ E½fa BÊ-
d³fd½fQf ´fiÀ°fb°f I S³fZ IZ dQ³ffaI °fI d½fÀ°ffS AfdQ IZ
Àfa¶fa²f ¸fZÔ IÈ ´f¹ff www.etender.up.nic.in ´fS
»ffg¦f Af³f I SmÔÜ d³fd½fQfAûÔ I f d½f½fS¯f d³f¸³f ´fiI fS

W`:- IiY¸f Àfa. 1 d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ IYf
d½f½fSX¯f MXe- 57/20-21 (A»´fIYfd»fIY):- d½fôb°f
´ffSm¿f¯f £f¯O-dõ°fe¹f ¸fZSN IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe.
C´fIZ ³ýi WdÀ°f³ff´fbS ´fS Ãf¸f°ff½fÈdð WZ°fb 01 ³f¦f 40
E¸f.½fe.E. ´fdS½f°fÊI À±ffd´f°f I S³fZ ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSXûWXSX SXfdVf 22000.00 d³fd½fQf ´fí fÂf IYf ¸fc»¹f
1770.00 ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f, BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf
A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f
23.07.2020 Àff¹fa 05 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX
d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa
Àf¸f¹f 24.07.2020 ´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX
d³fd½fQf IYf dõX°fe¹f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa
Àf¸f¹f °fQ³fbÀffS ½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e ªff¹fZ¦feÜ IiY¸f
Àfa. 2 d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f MXe-
58/20-21 (A»´fIYfd»fIY):- d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f
£f¯O-dõ°fe¹f ¸fZSN IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi
¨fS»ff ´fS 100 E¸f.½fe.E. ´fdS½f°fÊI WZ°fb NIFPES
System À±ffd´f°f I S³fZ ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSXûWXSX
SXfdVf 20000.00 d³fd½fQf ´fí fÂf IYf ¸fc»¹f 1770.00
ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f, BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf A´f»fûOX
IYSX³fZ IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f 23.07.2020
Àff¹fa 05 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f
·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f 24.07.2020
´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf dõX°fe¹f
·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f °fQ³fbÀffS
½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e ªff¹fZ¦feÜ IiY¸f Àfa. 3 d³fd½fQf
Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f MXe- 59/20-21:-
d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f £f¯O ¶fOÞü°f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220/132
IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi ¶fOÞü°f ´fS À±ffd´f°f d½fd·f³³f ¸fZI
AfBÀfû»fZMS IZ A³fbSÃf¯ff±fÊ d½fd·f³³f ´fiI fS IZ Àff¸f¦fie
I e Af´fcd°fÊÜ ²fSXûWXSX SXfdVf 2000.00 d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IYf
¸fc»¹f 590.00 ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f, BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX
d³fd½fQf A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa
Àf¸f¹f 10.08.2020 Àff¹fa 05 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX
d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa
Àf¸f¹f 11.08.2020 ´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX
d³fd½fQf IYf dõX°fe¹f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa
Àf¸f¹f °fQ³fbÀffS ½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e ªff¹fZ¦feÜ
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff, d½fôb°f ´ffSmX¿f¯f ¸f¯OX»f, 130-
OXe, kk´ffSmX¿f¯f ·f½f³fll, d½f¢MXûdSX¹ff ´ffIÊY, ¸fZSXNXÜ
kkSXfáÑXdWX°f ¸fZÔ DYªffÊ ¶f¨ffEall ´fÂffaIY No 1913
d½f.´ff.¸fa./ ETC/ ¸fZSXNX X/MT/Tender
dQ³ffaIY/Date 08/07/2020

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

TENDER NOTICE

81669/HRY.

IbYMZXVf³f ³fûdMXÀf
WdS¹ff¯ff Sfª¹f ´fdS½fW³f I` ±f»f ¸fZÔ 1/2/5/10/25 dI »fû¦fif¸f IZ Ad¦³fVf¸f³f ¹f³ÂfûÔ

I û dO´fû ¸fZÔ ·fS½ff¹ff ªff³ff W` B¨LbI ´ffMeÊ dQ³ffaI 29.07.2020 °fI Ib MZVf³f
Àfe»f¶f³Q d»fR fRZ ¸fZÔ ¸fWf ´fi¶fa²fI WdS¹ff¯ff Sfª¹f ´fdS½fW³f, I` ±f»f IZ ³ff¸f SdªfÀMOÊ
OfI õfSf dSdR Î»f¦f Ib MZVf³f d»fJI S ·fZªf ÀfI °fZ W`ÔÜ d³f²ffÊdS°f d°fd±f IZ ¶ffQ
I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ ´fif´°f Ib MZVf³f ´fS d½f¨ffS ³fWeÔ dI ¹ff ªffE¦ffÜ d½fÀ°fÈ°f ªff³fI fSe I f¹ffÊ»f¹f
ÀfZ ´fif´°f I e ªff ÀfI °fe W`Ü

WÀ°ff./- ¸fWXf ´fi¶fa²fIY,
WXdSX¹ff¯ff SXfª¹f ´fdSX½fWX³f, I`Y±f»fÜ

81664/HRY

BÊX-d³fd½fQf d°fd±f d½fÀ°ffSX Àfc¨f³ff
BÀf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f õfSf Af¸fadÂf°f I e ¦f¹fe BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff 05, 06/2020-21 dªfÀfI e
£fb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffaI 07.07.2020 ±fe, A¶f A´fdSWf¹fÊ I fS¯fûÔ ÀfZ dS-MZ¯OS I S dQ³ffaI
15.07.2020 °fI I e ªff°fe W`Ü A³¹f d³f¹f¸f ½f Vf°fZÊ d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IZ Àff±f Àfa»f¦³f W`Ü
IÈ ´f¹ff d½fÀ°fÈ°f Àfc¨f³ff Website: www.etender.up.nic.in ´fS QZ£fe ªff ÀfI °fe
W`aaÜ d½fôb°f W`»´f »ffBÊ³f 1800-180-3002 (¸fZSN), 1800-180-8752 (»f£f³fD )
SfáÑe¹f dW°f ¸fZÔ d¶fªf»fe ¶f¨ff¹fZÜ

WXÀ°ff./-
Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff

´fÂffaIY:- 928/d½f.d½f.£f.-dõX ¶ff/d½fÄff´f³f dQ³ffaIY: 08.07.2020

´fdV¨f¸ffa¨f»f d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f d³f¦f¸f d»f.
d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f J¯OX-dõX°fe¹f, ¶ff¦f´f°f

A»´fIYf»fe³f d³fd½fQf Af¸faÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff (BÊ-
d³fd½fQf) A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ õfSf Qû ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ
´fid°fd¿N°f E½fa ¹fû¦¹f I f¹fÊQf¹fe ÀfaÀ±ffAûÔ ÀfZ d³f¸³f
I f¹fÊ WZ°fb d³fd½fQf Vfb»I /²fSûWS ²f³fSfdVf dQ³ffaI
25.07.2020 °fI Afg³f»ffBÊ³f ´fûMÊ»f ´fS ´fif´°f I e
ªff¹fZ¦fe E½fa BÊ-d³fd½fQf dQ³ffaI 27.07.2020 I û
A´fSfÁ³f 1:00 ¶fªfZ °fI BÊ-MZ³OS ´fûMÊ»f ´fS ´fif´°f
I S ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f A´fSfÁ³f 4.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZ Jû»ff
ªff¹fZ¦ffÜ (1) d³f.d½f.Àfa. 22/2020-21:-
Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff d½fôb°f ªff³f´fQ J¯O (d½f),
A»fe¦fPÞ IZ ´fi¹fû¦ff±fÊ EI AQÐQ Oeªf»f ¨ffd»f°f
½ffW³f (ªfe´f) ¸f¹f ¨ff»fI IZ ¶ffÁ¹f EªfZ³Àfe IZ
¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ dI Sf¹fZ ´fS SJ³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ (2)
d³f.d½f.Àfa. 23/2020-21:- 33/11 IZ .½fe.
C´fIZ ³ýi, ¸fD Sf³fe´fbS ªf³f´fQ ÓffaÀfe ´fS I ³MÑû»f ø ¸f
·f½f³f I f ø R MÑeM¸fZ³M I f I f¹fÊ E½fa ªfe¯fûÊðfS ÀfZ
Àf¸¶fd³²f°f ªff³f´fQe¹f I f¹fÊÜ (3) d³f.d½f.Àfa.
24/2020-21:- d½fôb°f ªff³f´fQ ¸f¯O»f
(d½f°fS¯f), Af¦fSf IZ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f WZ°fb ¶ffÁ¹f EªfZ³Àfe
IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ d½f·ff¦fe¹f I ¸´¹fcMS ´fS OfMf E³MÑe/´fÂf
»fZJ³f AfdQ I f¹fûË WZ°fb EI ³f¦f I ¸´¹fcMS Afg´fSmMS
SJ³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ (4) d³f.d½f.Àfa. 25/2020-21:-
220 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi, dÀfI ³QSf Af¦fSf IZ ´fdSÀfS
¸fZÔ d½fôb°f Ad²fI fSe I fg»fû³fe dÀ±f°f MÑfgdªfM WfgÀM»f
I e d½fVfZ¿f ¸fS¸¸f°f ÀfZ Àf¸¶fd³²f°f ªff³f´fQe¹f I f¹fÊÜ
(5) d³f.d½f.Àfa. 26/2020-21:- d½fôb°f ªff³f´fQ
J¯O (d½f°fS¯f) E½fa d½fôb°f ªff³f´fQ C´fJ¯O
(d½f°fS¯f) »ff»f dO¦¦fe A»fe¦fP IZ I f¹ffÊ»f¹fûÔ WZ°fb
EI -EI ³f¦f ¶ffÁ¹f EªfZ³Àfe IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ d½f·ff¦fe¹f
I ¸´¹fcMS ´fS OfMf E³MÑe/´fÂf »fZJ³f AfdQ I f¹fûË WZ°fb
I ¸´¹fcMS Afg´fSmMS SJ³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ (IÈ ´f¹ff d½fÀ°fÈ°f
ªff³fI fSe, IZ d»f¹fZ www.dvvnl.org E½fa
http://etender.up.nic.in ´fS QZJZÔÜ W`»´f
»ffBÊ³f - 1800-180-3023 WXÀ°ff./- A²feÃf¯f
Ad·f¹f³°ff d½fôb°f ªf³f´fQ ¸f¯OX»f (d½f°fSX¯f)
64-J¸¶ff, dÀfIY³QSXf, Af¦fSXf-7 ´fÂffaI :
925/d½f.ªff.¸f.(d½f.)/Af./Me-2 dQ³ffaI
08/07/2020

QdÃf¯ffa¨f»f d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f d³f¦f¸f d»f.,

New Delhi
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NEPAL

Rulingpartymeet
onPMOli’sfuture
deferredagain
Kathmandu: A crucial
meeting of the ruling
NepalCommunistPartyto
decide thepolitical future
of beleaguered Prime
Minister K P SharmaOli
was once again deferred
onWednesday till Friday
toallowmoretimeforthe
top leaders to reach a
power-sharingdeal amid
theheightenedintra-party
rift and his anti-India re-
marks.Astheleadersneed
more time for negotia-
tions, the 45-member
Standing Committee
meeting scheduled for
Wednesday has been
postponedtoFridaymorn-
ing, said SuryaThapa, the
PM’s press adviser.With
this,themeetinghasbeen
putoff for the fourthcon-
secutivetime.

KPSharmaOli

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

PAKISTAN

Courtrejects
petitionsagainst
buildingtemple
inIslamabad
Islamabad: A Pakistani
court has dismissed three
identicalpetitionschalleng-
ing theconstructionof the
first Hindu temple in the
country's capital. The
IslamabadHighCourt de-
livered the judgement late
onTuesday,makingitclear
thattherewasnobaronthe
Institute of Hindu
Panchayat,whichwasallot-
ted the land for the con-
structionof the temple, to
builditusingitsownfunds.
The court hadonMonday
reservedthejudgementon
thematter.Thepetitioners
hadasked the court to an-
nul theconstructionof the
temple,pleadingthatthere
was no provision for the
sameinthemasterplanof
thenationalcapital.

CHINA

Landslidein
Hubeiburiesnine
Beijing:A landslide buried
ninepeopleonWednesday
inChina’sHubei province,
thePeople’sDailynewspa-
perreported,aftersomeof
theheaviestrainindecades
brought floods that have
killedmore than100peo-
ple.Thelandslideoccurred
inHuangmeiCountyinthe
early hours and efforts
werebeingmadetorescue
thepeople,thenewspaper
said. From June1 to July 7,
accumulatedrainfallinthe
regions of Hubei, Anhui,
Zhejiang and Chongqing
has reached the highest
levels for this timeof year
since1961.

KATIEROGERS&
APOORVAMANDAVILLI
WASHINGTON, JULY8

THETRUMPadministrationhas
formally notified the United
Nations that the United States
will withdraw from theWorld
Health Organisation, a move
that would cut off one of the
largest sourcesof funding from
the premier global health or-
ganization in the middle of a
pandemic.
“TheUnitedStates’noticeof

withdrawal, effective July 6,
2021,hasbeensubmittedtothe
UN secretary-general, who is
the depository for theWHO,” a
senior administration official
said Tuesday.
The departure would take

effect sometime next year,
should the United States meet
established conditions of giv-
ing a one-year notice and ful-
filling its current financialobli-
gations, Stéphane Dujarric, a
spokesman for the secretary-
general,AntónioGuterres, said
on Tuesday.
Thenotificationcompletesa

threat that President Donald
Trump beganmakingmonths

ago, as the death toll from the
coronavirus intheUnitedStates
mounted and Trump sought to
blame the Chinese government
fornotdoingenoughtostopthe
spreadofthedisease.Trumphas
accused Beijing of hiding the
truescopeof infectionsfromthe
WHO, targeting the agency in
theprocess.
“Theworld is now suffering

asa result of themalfeasanceof
the Chinese government,”
TrumpsaidinMaywhenhefirst
said the United States would

withdrawfromtheorganisation.
There is little evidence to

supportTrump’sbelief that the
Chinese misinformed the or-
ganisation.
Experts acknowledged that

theWHOhadmade somemis-
steps during the pandemic but
said it had largely done well
given the constraints under
which it operates. Theagency is
coordinating clinical trials of
treatments, aswell as efforts to
manufacture and equitably dis-
tribute thevaccine.NYT

MIKEISAAC
SANFRANCISCO, JULY8

FACEBOOKHASnotdoneenough
tofightdiscriminationonitsplat-
form and hasmade some deci-
sions thatwere “significant set-
backs for civil rights,” according
toanewindependentauditofthe
company’spoliciesandpractices.
Ina100-pageprepublication

report, whichwas obtained by
The New York Times, the social
networkwas repeatedly faulted
for not having the infrastructure
for handling civil rights and for
prioritisingfreeexpressiononits
platformovernondiscrimination.
In somedecisions, Facebookdid
notseekcivilrightsexpertise,the
auditors said, potentially setting
a “terrible”precedent that could
affecttheNovembergeneralelec-
tionandotherspeechissues.
“Manyinthecivilrightscom-

munity have becomedisheart-
ened, frustrated and angry after

yearsofengagementwherethey
imploredthecompanytodomore
toadvanceequalityandfightdis-
crimination,whilealsosafeguard-
ingfreeexpression,”wrotetheau-
ditors, Laura W Murphy and
MeganCacace,whoarecivilrights
experts and lawyers. They said
theyhad “vigorously advocated
formoreandwouldhavelikedto
seethecompanygofurthertoad-
dresscivilrightsconcernsinahost
ofareas.”NYT

MAGGIEHABERMAN
&ALANFEUER
JULY8

US PRESIDENTDonald Trump’s
niece describes him in amuch-
awaitedtell-allbookasachildin
an adult’s body, someone psy-
chologicallybrutalisedanddam-
aged by his “sociopath” father
andwhodevelopeddefencesof
anger and distrust tomask his
ownchronic insecurities.
TooMuchandNeverEnough:

How My Family Created the
World’s Most Dangerous Man,

by Mary L Trump, presents a
portrait of the President famil-
iar to readers of other books as

a transactional narcissist and
accidentalcommander inchief.
ButMaryTrump,aclinicalpsy-
chologist, offers a particularly
darkpictureofDonaldTrump’s
fatherandhergrandfather,Fred
TrumpSr.
“From the beginning, Fred’s

self-interest skewed his priori-
ties,”Mary Trumpwrites. “His
careofhischildren,suchasitwas,
reflectedhisownneeds,nottheirs.
Lovemeant nothing tohim, and
hecouldnotempathisewiththeir
plight,oneofthedefiningcharac-
teristics of a sociopath; he ex-
pectedobedience,thatwasall.”

Fred Trump Sr. wanted his
eldest son, Fred Jr. —Mary’s fa-
ther—tobea“killer,”ahighform
ofpraisethatthePresidenthim-
self has often used to describe
peopleherespects.
TooMuch and Never Enough

was scheduled for release next
Tuesday.
Among the newdisclosures

in the book is Mary Trump’s
claim that Donald Trump paid
someone to take his college en-
tranceexamination.
The White House said the

bookwasinMaryTrump’s“own
financial self-interest”.NYT

Some of Facebook’s
decisions setbacks
for civil rights: audit

MarkZuckerberghas
defendedFacebookasa
championof freespeech.

Trump shaped by ‘sociopath’ father: niece’s book

DonaldTrumpwas
psychologicallybrutalised
byhis father, thebooksays

BooksaysUSPresidenthadpaidsomeonetotakehiscollegeentranceexam

JENNIFERSCHUESSLER
&ELIZABETHAHARRIS
JULY8

THEKILLINGofGeorgeFloydhas
brought an intensemoment of
racial reckoning in the United
States. As protests spread across
the country, they have been ac-
companiedbyopenletterscalling
for—andpromising—changeat
white-dominated institutions
acrosstheartsandacademia.
ButTuesday,adifferenttypeof

letter appearedonline. Titled “A
Letter on Justice and Open
Debate,”andsignedby153promi-

nentartistsandintellectuals,itbe-
ganwithanacknowledgmentof
“powerful protests for racial and
social justice”beforepivotingtoa
warningagainstan“intolerantcli-
mate”engulfingtheculture.
“The free exchange of infor-

mation and ideas, the lifeblood
of a liberal society, is daily be-
comingmore constricted,” the
letter declared, citing “an intol-
erance of opposing views, a
vogue for public shaming and
ostracism and the tendency to
dissolvecomplexpolicyissuesin
ablindingmoral certainty.”
“We refuse any false choice

between justice and freedom,

whichcannotexistwithouteach
other,” it continues. “Aswriters
weneedaculture that leavesus
room for experimentation, risk
taking, andevenmistakes.”
The letter, whichwas pub-

lishedbyHarper’sMagazine,will
alsoappear inseveral leading in-
ternationalpublications,surfaces
a debate that has been going on
privatelyinnewsrooms,universi-
ties and publishing houses that
have been navigating demands
fordiversityand inclusion,while
alsoaskingwhichdemands—and
the socialmedia dynamics that
propelthem—gotoofar.
Andonsocialmedia,thereac-

tionwas swift,with someheap-
ing ridicule on the letter’s signa-
tories—who includecultural lu-
minaries likeMargaretAtwood, J
K Rowling and SalmanRushdie,

alongwith journalists and aca-
demics— for thin-skinnedness,
privilegeand,asonepersonputit,
fearof lossof“relevance.”
“Okay, IdidnotsignTHELET-

TERwhenIwasasked9daysago,”
RichardKim, enterprise director
of HuffPost, said onTwitter, “be-
cause I could see in 90 seconds
thatitwasfatuous,self-important
drivel thatwould only troll the
people it allegedlywas trying to
reach—andIsaidasmuch.”
Thedebateoverdiversity,free

expression and the limits of ac-
ceptable opinion is a long-burn-
ingone.Buttheletter,whichwas
spearheaded bywriter Thomas
ChattertonWilliams, began tak-
ing shape about amonth ago, as
partof a long-runningconversa-
tion about these issues with a
smallgroupofwriters.

Williams said there wasn’t
oneparticularincidentthatpro-
voked the letter. But he did cite
several recent ones, including
theresignationofmorethanhalf
the board of the National Book
Critics Circle over its statement
supportingBlackLivesMatter, a
similar blowup at the Poetry
Foundation, and the case of
David Shor, a data analyst at a
consulting firmwhowas fired
afterhetweetedaboutacademic
researchlinkinglootingandvan-
dalism by protesters to Richard
Nixon’s1968electoral victory.
Signatories include leftist

NoamChomskyandneoconser-

vative Francis Fukuyama. There
arealsosomeleadingBlackintel-
lectuals, includinghistorianNell
Irvin Painter, poets Reginald
DwayneBettsandGregoryPardlo,
andlinguistJohnMcWhorter.
Pardlo saidhewas surprised

bysomeoftheblowbacktothelet-
ter“fromtheleft”.“Itseemssome
of theconversationhasturnedto
whothesignatoriesaremorethan
thecontentoftheletter,”hesaid.
Therewasparticularlystrong

blowback over the inclusion of
J.K. Rowling,whohas comeun-
der fierce criticismover a series
of comments widely seen as
anti-transgender.NYT

OPEN LETTER PUBLISHED BY HARPER’S ARGUED FOR OPENNESS TO ‘OPPOSING VIEWS’. IT TRIGGERED A SWIFT REACTION

Prominent artists, writers warn of an ‘intolerant climate’, stirring debate

JKRowlingandSalmanRushdiewereamongthesignatories

KARISHMAMEHROTRA
NEWDELHI, JULY8

ADAYafterUS immigrationau-
thorities announced that inter-
nationalstudentscouldnotbein
the country if their Fall classes
weremovingentirelyonline,the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) and the
HarvardUniversitysuedtheUS’
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) and the
Department of Homeland
Security toblock thedirective.
“Defendants have put both

schoolstoanimpossiblechoice:
lose numerous students who
bring immense benefits to the
school or take steps to retain
those students through in-per-
son classes, even when those
steps contradict each school’s
judgment about how best to
protect the health of the stu-
dents, faculty, staff, and the en-
tireuniversitycommunity,” the
complaint stated.
Thecase filed inaUSDistrict

Court inBoston,Massachusetts,
claimed that the ICE directive
was “arbitrary and capricious”
with“virtuallynoreasoneddeci-
sion making” and asked the
courttoholdtheagency’saction

asunlawful.
The ICE directive had

shocked international students
in India, who scrambled to un-
derstand if theymet theman-
date of having some in-person
coursework tostay in theUS.
Thedirectiveapplies totheF-

1 non-immigrant visas for aca-
demicworkandM-1non-immi-
grant visas for vocational
coursework and requires school
officialstoissuenewvisaformsby
August4andoperationalplansas
soonasJuly15.
Before the directive, Harvard

had already announced it was
housingnomorethan40percent
of undergraduates and that all
classeswouldgoonlineintheFall.

MIThadannouncedthatitwould
haveonline instructionfor those
away fromcampusandahybrid
model forthoseoncampus.
A letter from the Harvard

president stated: “The order
camedownwithoutnotice—its
cruelty surpassed only by its
recklessness... This comes at a
timewhentheUnitedStateshas
beensettingdailyrecordsforthe
number of new infections... For
many of our international stu-
dents, studying in the United
StatesandstudyingatHarvardis
the fulfillment of a lifelong
dream. These students are our
students, and they enrich the
learning environment for all...
We owe it to them to stand up

andto fight—andwewill.”
TheMIT President said in a

letter: “Our international stu-
dentsnowhavemanyquestions
– about their visas, their health,
theirfamiliesandtheirabilityto
continueworkingtowardanMIT
degree. Unspoken, but unmis-
takable, is onemore question:
Am Iwelcome? AtMIT, the an-
swer,unequivocally, is yes.”
Othersarealsoplanninglegal

action, including the
MassachusettsAttorneyGeneral.
Theuniversities’ lawsuit said

thedirective’s “effect—andper-
haps even the goal— is to create
asmuchchaosforuniversitiesand
international students as possi-
ble.”Studentsreturninghomejust
weeks from the start of the se-
mesterwas“impossible, imprac-
ticable, prohibitively expensive,
and/ordangerous,” itsaid.
Therewerearoundtwo lakh

Indian students in the US in
2019, surpassed only by China,
according toa report by theUS-
based Institute of International
Education. International stu-
dents, often not on financial
loans,contributearound$45bil-
lion, it said, citing the US
Departmentof Commerce.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

UNIVERSITIESSAY ICEDIRECTIVEARBITRARYANDCAPRICIOUS

Newnational securityofficeopened

HK bans protest
song, other political
expression at schools

AGENCIES
HONGKONG, JULY8

HONGKONG’Seducationsecre-
taryonWednesdaybannedstu-
dents from singing the protest
anthem “Glory to Hong Kong,”
posting slogans with political
messages or forming human
chains, saying “the schools are
obliged tostop” suchactivities.
Thestatementbythesecretary,

Kevin Yeung, ratcheted up the
pressure on thepro-democracy
movement as Hong Kong resi-
dentsstruggletodeterminewhat
is acceptable behaviourunder a
strict newnational security law
thatChina imposedon thesemi-
autonomousterritorylastweek.
Students, includingmiddle

schoolers, have been a driving
force in Hong Kong’s protest
movement.Beijing’s imposition
of the national security law last
Wednesday — and the subse-
quent arrests of teenagers at
protests—hasledsomefamilies
to express concerns that their
childrencouldbeinjeopardyfor
singingpro-democracysongsor
even for expressing such senti-
ments in theirhomes.
Meanwhile, China on

Wednesdayopeneditsfirstoffice
inHongKong to implement the
controversialnationalsecuritylaw.
The office for Safeguarding

National Security of the Central
People’sGovernmentintheHong

Kong Special Administrative
Region was inaugurated
Wednesday, establishing for the
first time thepresenceof China’s
securityestablishmentinthefor-
merBritish colony since its han-
dover in 1997. The office places
mainlandagentsintheheartofthe
territoryforthefirsttime.

School students inHongKongwereabigpartof themass
protests thatshookthecity inthepastyear.Reuters

Therewerearound2lakhIndianstudents in theUSin2019

Trump threatens
to cut federal aid
if schools don’t
reopen in fall

COLLINBINKLEY
JULY8

USPRESIDENTDonaldTrumpon
Wednesdaythreatenedtowith-
hold federal funding if schools
don’t reopen in the fall, and he
lashedoutat federalhealthoffi-
cials over school reopening
guidelines that he says are im-
practical andexpensive.
TakingtoTwittertovoicehis

frustration, Trump argued that
countries including Germany,
Denmark andNorwayhave re-
opened schools “with noprob-
lems.” He also repeated his
claim that Democrats want to
keepschoolsclosedforpolitical
reasons.
“TheDems think itwouldbe

bad for them politically if US
schools open before the
NovemberElection,”Trumpsaid,
“butisimportantforthechildren
& families.May cut off funding if
notopen!”AP

Harvard,MITsueafterUS tells foreign
studentswithonlineclasses to leave

Expertsacknowledgedthat theWHOhadmadesome
misstepsduringthepandemicbutsaid ithad largelydone
wellgiventheconstraintsunderwhich itoperates.Reuters

A1948Congressionalreso-
lutionmandatesthattheUS
canonlywithdrawfromthe
WHOaftergivingitaone-
yearnoticeandpayingany
outstandingfees.However,
withapresidentialelection
comingupintheUSthis
November, thequestionof
whethertheUSremainsin
theWHOornotwillbeset-
tledbywhoeverwinsthe
racetotheWhiteHouse. Joe
Biden,Trump’sDemocratic
rival,hasalreadysaidthat
hewouldreversethemove
ifhebecamepresident.But
ifTrumpwinsandtakesthe
USoutof theWHO,itcould
call intoquestionthefinan-
cial futureof theorganisa-
tionwhichcountson
Washingtonasits largest
contributor.

Election result
mayupendmove

US notifies UN of withdrawal from WHO US top court lets
employers deny
birth control
coverage on
religious grounds

ADAMLIPTAK
WASHINGTON, JULY8

THE SUPREME Court on
WednesdayupheldaTrumpad-
ministrationregulationthatlets
employers with religious or
moralobjectionslimitwomen’s
access to birthcontrol coverage
under theAffordableCareAct.
Asaconsequenceof therul-

ing, about 70,000 to 126,000
women could lose contracep-
tive coverage from their em-
ployers, according to govern-
ment estimates.
The votewas seven to two,

withJusticesRuthBaderGinsburg
andSoniaSotomayordissenting.
Contraception coverage has

emerged as a key battleground
intheculturewars,oneinwhich
successiveadministrationshave
switchedsides.
IntheObamayears,thecourt

heardtwocasesonwhetherreli-
giousgroupscouldrefusetocom-
plywith regulations requiring
contraceptivecoverage.Thenew
casepresentedtheoppositeques-
tion:CantheTrumpadministra-
tion allowall sorts of employers
withreligiousormoralobjections
tocontraceptiontooptoutofthe
coveragerequirement?
In March 2010, President

Barack Obama signed the
Affordable Care Act, which in-
cludes a section that requires
coverage of preventive health
services and screenings for
women. The next year, the
Obamaadministrationrequired
employers and insurers to pro-
videwomenwithcoverageatno
cost for all methods of contra-
ceptionapprovedbyUSauthor-
ities.Housesofworship, includ-
ing churches, temples and
mosques,wereexemptfromthe
requirement.NYT

Beijing: China said on
Wednesday it will impose
visarestrictionsonUScitizens
whohaveengagedinwhatit
called egregious behaviour
overTibet, inanapparentre-
taliation against US restric-
tions on someChinese offi-
cials.Chineseforeignministry
spokesmanZhao Lijian said
Beijingwould allowno for-
eign interference in Tibetan
affairs. US Secretary of State
MikePompeo,citingwhathe
called human rights abuses
by theChinese government
inTibetanareas, had saidon
TuesdaytheUSwouldrestrict
visas for someChinese offi-
cials because Beijing ob-
structstraveltotheregionby
USdiplomats,journalistsand
tourists.REUTERS

China, US impose
visa restrictions
on each other
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I, RAMBABUVERMA S/O-
SUNDERLAL,R/o-A-2/844
J.J.COLONYMADANPUR
KHADARSARITA-VIHARDELHI-
110076, HAVEchangedmy
name to RAMBABU

0040541424-9

II,,JJCC--551100448844FFSSUUBB((HHOONNYYLL
LT)PARBODHSINGH,R/O-OF
VILL-JAGATPUR,PO-
JAKHOLARI,TEH -
PATHANKOT,DIST -
PATHANKOT(P)HEREBY
DECLARED,THAT-THE
CORRECT,NAMEOF,MY
DAUGHTER IS,MANISHADEVI
AND,NOTMANISHA
DEBY.THEREFORE,THE
NAME,OF-MYDAUGHTER, BE
USED,AS,MANISHADEVI IN.
FUTURE. 0040541426-12

II,, VijayKumar sonof Shri Tirath
DasGudwani Resident of
HouseNo. 2304, 2nd Floor,
HudsonLine, KingswayCamp
GTBNagar, Delhi-110009have
changedmyname fromVijay
Kumar toVijayKumarGudwani
for all intents&Purposes.
Inform thatVijayKumar&Vijay
KumarGudwani bothareone&
samePersonName.

0040541420-1

II,, SweetyWalia,W/o-SonuPal
SinghAhluwalia,R/O-H.No-3A,
AyodhyaEnclave,Sector-
13,Rohini,Delhi-110085,declare
that actual nameofmine
mentioned inAadharCard
SweetyWalia,W/O-Shri.Sonu
Pal Singh. 0040541426-13

II,, SimonDaniel s/oHarrison
Daniel R/o-T-89, Khajan-Basti
Nangal SabjiMandi, Nangal
Raya,Delhi-110046,have
changedmyname toSiman
Daniel. 0040541424-8

II,, RajvinderKaurW/o Jarnail
SinghR/o-staff qtrsC-3,Mata
Sundari gurudwara,Minto-
Raod,NewDelhi-110002,
changedmyname to
RajwinderKaur. 0040541424-1

II,, Pravinkumar Sankalchand
Patel S/O, SankalchandR/o 413
ChhelloVasNr Shakmarket
NavaVadajGamNewVadaj
Ahmedabadhave changedmy
name toPravinbhai
SankalchandPatel for all
purposes. 0040541365-2

II,, Narinder Pal KaurD/o Jarnail
SinghR/o-staff qtrsC-3,Mata
Sundari GurdwaraMinto-Raod,
NewDelhi-110002,changedmy
name toNarinderpal Kaur.

0040541424-2

II,, KanavBudhiraja s/o Jagddish
Kumar r/o 14/65, Punjabi Bagh
West, NewDelhi-110026have
changedmyname toKANV
BUDHIRAJApermanently.

0040541418-1

II,, KHUSHBOO,W/ORAHUL
GUPTA, R/o-A-2/1103, SHIPRA
SUN-TOWER, SHIPRASUN-CITY,
INDIRAPURAM,GHAZIABAD,
U.P-201014,changedmyname
toKHUSHBOOSRIVASTAVA.

0040541426-4

II,, JeevanDasS/o LakhuRam
ArenjaR/o F-79 PrashantVihar
Delhi-110085, changedmy
name to JeevanDassArenja
permanently. 0040541426-1

II,, GitikaBhandari D/o-Subhash
ChanderR/o-Tower-2
Flat.No.304, Valley-View-Estate
Gwal Pahari Gurgaonchanged
myname toGitika Sharma.

0040541426-5

II,, DinaNathS/o Late Sh.Atma
RamR/o-E-2/84/1, Shastri-
Nagar, Delhi-110052, ThatDina
Nath,DeenaNath&DenaNath
Arora, All namesoneandSame
Persondeponent’s. Known
DinaNath in future

0040541417-1

I, ShaillyGuptaW/oNitya
PrakashR/oD-62/2, East
chanderNagarDelhi-51
changedmyname toShailly.

0040541424-5

II,, CHANCHAL/CHANCHAL
KUMARIW/ODEVINDERKUMAR
R/O-B-208-E, TOP-FLOOR,
STREETNO.2,MAJLIS
PARK,DELHI-110033.CHANGED
MYNAMETOCHANCHAL
KUMAR. 0040541426-2

II,, Baljit SinghS/o Jarnail Singh
R/o-Staff qtrsC-3,Mata
Sundari GurudwaraMinto-
RoadnewDelhi-110002,
changedmyname toBaljeet
Singh. 0040541424-3

II,, Amarjit KushwahaS/o
SikandarKushwahaR/o
Flat.No.8D, Block-B5,
Dhawalgiri Apartment, Sector-
34, Noida, DISTT-G.B.Nagar,
U.P., have changedmyname to
Amarjeet Kushwaha.

0040541441-2

II imrankhanS/o-sadakat
HussainAdd-73block-9
dakshinpuri extn
dr.Ambedkar-Nagar newdelhi-
110062. changedmyname to
imran. 0040541424-7

II YOUSUFS/OMOHDBASHEER
R/O1148MAINBAZARMATIA
MAHAL JAMAMASJIDDELHI
110006HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOMOHDYUSUF.

0040541380-2

II Preeti Datta alias Priti Datta
D/OG.S. DattaR/O
H.No.96,Mohyal Colony, Sector-
40, Gurgaon,have changedmy
name toPriti Datta.

0040541424-6

IIMANJUTOMARM/o-SANCHIT
TOMARR/o-749/12GALI
NO.1,RAMYANBHAWAN,
SHAHDARA,DELHI-
110032,HAVECHANGEDMY
MINORSONNAME JEETUTO
SANCHITTOMAR,FOR
ALL,PURPOSES.

0040541426-3

II HASEEBAW/OMOHAMMAD
ASIFR/OF-7 F-BLOCK
NIZAMUDDINWESTNEW
DELHI-110013HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETOHASEEBABEGUM.

0040541380-1

II AshishKumar S/oSh.PannaLal
R/oB-441, First Floor, Sector-19,
Noida, Distt. GautamBudh
Nagar, U.P. have changedmy
name toAshishKumar Singh
for all purposes.

0040541391-1

I NityaPrakashGupta s/o
BhagwandasGuptaR/oD-
62/2, East chanderNagarDelhi-
51 changedmyname toNitya
Prakash. 0040541424-4

PPEERRSSOONNAALL

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

SSIITTUUAATTIIOONNVVAACCAANNTTClassifieds

I, SOMA W/o Late
Sh. Shiv Dayal R/o
S-221/47, Vishnu
Garden, Gali No.2,
New Delhi-110018,
inform that SOMA,
SOMA DEVI and
SUMAN is the same
person i.e. myself
and pertains to me.

NAME CHANGE

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT SH SHANKAR SINGH S/O
SH SANT SINGH R/O A-9, POCKET-00,
MIG PLOT, SECTOR-2, ROHINI, DELHI
HAS SEVERED ALL HIS RELATIONS &
DEBARRED HIS SON NAMELY SH
CHANDER PRATAP SINGH AND HIS
WIFE SMT. KUSUM AND THEIR
CHILDREN NAMELY AKSHAT & DAKSH
FROM ALL HIS MOVABLE &
IMMOVABLE PROPERTY DUE TO
THEIR HOSTILE BEHAVIOUR. MY
CLIENT WAS, ARE AND WILL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR ANY
ACT/DEED/LIABILITY.

Sd/-
RONAK SINGH (ADVOCATE)

CH NO. 228, 02ND FLOOR, LAWYERS
CHAMBER BLOCK, ROHINI COURTS,

DELHI- 110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Sh. Madan Lal Arora
Son of Sh. J. R. Lal Residents of
36, F/F, Guru Angad Nagar,
Extn., Delhi -110092, disown/
debard his son Sh. Kapil Arora
and his family i.e. (i) Smt. Neetu
A ro ra , W i fe . , ( i i ) N i t i ka
Arora...Daughter (iii) Ishaan
Arora..Son, from their all
movab le and immovab le
properties/Assets and he shall
not responsible for any matter
regarding them and he has not
any type of relationwith them.,

S.R-II,B Campus,Janakpuri, New Delhi-58
Sd/- B. B. N. DEO, ADVOCATE

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT NARESH VERMA S/O
SH. SHANKER LAL VERMA R/O 74,
SANDESH VIHAR, PITAMPURA,
DELHI-110034 SEVERE ALL
RELATIONS AND DEBAR HIS SON
ROHIT VERMA AND HIS WIFE
SHAINA VERMA FROM ENTIRE
MOVABLE/ IMMOVABLE
PROPERTY AND ASSETS DUE TO
THEIR HOSTILE BEHAVIOUR. MY
CLIENT SHALL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR ANY
DEBTS AND DEEDS IN FUTURE.

Sd/- NIPUN GARG
ADVOCATE

CH.NO. 925, 9th FLOOR, LAWYERS
CHAMBER BLOCK, ROHINI
COURTS COMPLEX, DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE
“Our Clients Sh. Rajesh Sharma S/o Lt.
Sh. K.L Sharma and Smt. Asha Sharma
W/o Sh. Rajesh Sharma both R/o H. No.
WZ-57, UFF, Lal Dora, Nawada, Delhi-
110059, have severed all their
relationships from his son Sh. Gaurav
Sharma S/o Sh. Rajesh Sharma and his
wife Smt. Jyoti Sharma R/o H. No. WZ-
57, UFF, Lal Dora, Nawada, Delhi-
110059 and have disowned and
debarred them from all his movable and
immovable properties and our client
would not be responsible for the acts,
deeds and things done by them.

Sd/-
BHARAT BAGGA (Advocate)

Office at: B-5/196, Sector-7, Rohini,
Delhi-85

PUBLIC NOTICE
FLAT NO. C-3/58-B, KESHAV

PURAM, DELHI-110035,
Public at large is hereby informed
that my client Smt. BIMLA DEVI
W/o Late Sh. Kewal Krishan
Sharma R/o C-3/58-B, KESHAV
PURAM, DELHI-110035 is the
absolute owner of above stated
property and the said property is
proposed to be Equitable/
Registered Mortgage with ICICI
BANK.
It is hereby notified that except the
above mentioned bank, any person
or entity, firm/ company, Bank,
financial institution having claim any
charge, interest or lien or claim on
the basis of documents/ court
judgment or otherwise and/ or
objection to thereof, he/she/they
may lodge/ notify the same to the
undersigned with documentary
proof/ court judgment withn 7 days
from the day of publication, failing
which the Relinquishment Deed/ Will
executed in favour of Smt. BIMLA
DEVI shall be deemed to be clear
and marketable without any defect,
encumbrance, flaw and impediment
and my client(s) is/ are free to create
Equitable/ Registered Mortgage by
deposit of Chain of available title
documents with any person/ firms,
company, financial Institution/ Bank.

Sd/- SUNIL GUPTA,
ADVOCATE

Chamber No. 311-312, Civil Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

Mobile- 8860313311,
Email : advsg@yahoo.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is informed that
my client Sh. Aarhan Gupta S/o
Sh. Naresh Gupta, aged about
21 years, presently residing at
4/84, 2nd Floor, Punjabi Bagh,
New Delhi, has lost Regd.
Special Power of Attorney
Registration No. 1234, Addl Book
No. IV, Volume No. 2, Pages-
6377-6383, Dated 29/02/2012
executed at Sub Registrar
Kolkata, W.B by Sh. Suresh
Kumar Jain S/o Sh. Madan Lal
Jain in favor of Sh. Jayant Kumar
Jain S/o Sh. Madan Lal Jain for
the sale of properties bearing
Nos. Unit Nos. 4/101, Ist Floor,
4/102, Ist Floor, Unit No. 4/201,
2nd Floor and 4/201, 2nd Floor,
Sector P-II, Plot No. 4 & 7, all
situated at Facility Centre
Scheme, Maya Puri, New Delhi
to Sh. Naresh Gupta S/o Sh.
Ratan Lal Gupta R/o A-318,
Meera Bagh, Paschim Vihar,
New Delhi-110027.
It is notified that whosoever will
find these documents may
kindly return to the undersigned.
It is further notified that
whosoever will misuse the
documents of my client, will be
charged with the criminal
offence as per law.

Sd/-
Mr. P.K. VERMA (ADVOCATE)

Reg. No. D/502/82
63, WESTERN WING

TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI

Àff½fÊªfd³fIY Àfc¨f³ff
¸fZSm ¸fb½fd¢I »f ßfe¸f°fe I` »ffVf QZ½fe ´f°³fe ßfe
´fiZ¸f¨f³Q ¦fü°f¸f ´f°ff-417, ´fdV¨f¸ff¶ffQ
ªfZE³f¹fc, ½fÀf³°f Ib ³ªf ³fBÊ dQ»»fe ³fZ A´f³fZ ´fbÂf
SfIZ Vf ½f CÀfI e ´f°³fe I ed°fÊ IZ Qb½¹fÊ½fWfS
²f¸fdI ¹fûÔ IZ I fS¯f C³fÀfZ ½f C³fIZ ´fbÂf
I fd°fÊI ½f A´f³fe ´fbÂfe ³f¸fe°ff ½f Qe´ff I û
A´f³fe Àf¸fÀ°f ¨f»f A¨f»f Àfa´fdØf ÀfZ ¶fZQJ»f
I SIZ C³fÀfZ A´f³fZ Àf·fe ´ffdS½ffdSI Àfa¶fa²f
d½f¨LZQ I S d»fE W`ÔÜ ·fd½f¿¹f ¸fZÔ C³fIZ dI Àfe
·fe IÈ °¹f IZ d»fE ¸fZSm ¸fb½fd¢I »f ½f ´fdS½ffSªf³f
CØfSQf¹fe ³fWeÔ WûÔ¦fZÜ

WXÀ°ff./-
Aªfe°f IbY¸ffSX dÀfaWX

EOX½fûIZYMX
B³f.³fa.- OXe/3040/2009

PUBLIC NOTICE
My, client Smt. Manmeet Kaur W/O Late
S. Harmohinder Singh Madan R/O
A-143, Gujraawala Town, Part-1, New
Delhi-110009, has severed all her
relationship from her Son Manik Singh
Madan and his wife Gurpreet Kaur D/O
Pritpal Singh Vohra and their legal heirs.
She has disowned and debarred them
from all her money(s), assets, accounts,
policies, entitlements, movable and
immovable properties etc, whether
present or in future. My client would not
be responsible for losses, acts, deeds
and things done by them.

VIKASH TRIVEDI
ADVOCATE

ENRL. NO. D/4874/2015
LAWYER CHAMBER NO. 704,

SAKET COURT COMPLEX
NEW DELHI-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed that my clients Kishore
Kumar Dua and Dalip Kumar Dua both S/o
Kundan Lal Dua both R/o UP-43, Pitam Pura,
Delhi-34, are the owner of Property Bering No.
BE-266, 60 Sq.Mtrs., Khasra No. 1907, Hari
Nagar, Delhi-110064, after the death of our
father he had kept the document of the said
property somewhere which are not traceable
with their best efforts and due to this they
have lost/misplaced Original Property
Documents, but the Xerox copy of documents
are in the custody of my clients. my clients has
lodged FIR/NCR/LR vide No. 386464/2020,
Dated:- 01.07.2020, with the Police station
Crime Branch, Delhi. If anybody found said
documents, please inform them at the above
address or Contact them on Mobile No.
9818389983, 9210416917.
If any other claimant has any right in the
aforesaid property, he/she should file an FIR &
give intimation to my client within 30 days from
the date of issue of this notice.

SURENDER KUMAR (ADVT.)
ENRL. NO- D/152/88

II,,MrsParveenWaliaD/OLate
D.DGrover have Lostmy
original-Flat Documents. Cash
Receipt,Possession Letter,
Allotment Letter, Possession
Slip, ConveyanceDeed,Sale
deed for property
Flat.No.53,Shubham
Apartment,Pocket4, DDA,SFS
Flats, Dwarka,Delhi-78.

0040541424-10

II,,MadhubalaW/oBhoopal
SinghTomarR/oCitadel-302,
EldecoGreenMeadows,
Sector-Pi, GreaterNoida. U.P.,
have lostmyOriginal Registry
Paper of-B-151, Kalindi Kunj
AwasiyaYojna, Khurja, U.P.

0040541441-1

OTHERS
UUrrggeenntt Requirement: CWSN
Teacher, Salary: Asper rules
RajindraPublic School,Main
50Feet Road,Nihal Vihar,
Nangloi, Delhi-110041
8505838662,
rajindrapublicschool@gmail.c
om 0040541426-7

TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF
ANDHRA PRADESH LIMITED

1. The APTRANSCO (Transmission Corporation of Andhra Pradesh
Limited) invites bids on e-procurement platform for supply of
following Power Transformers for providing 9 Hrs. Agl. Power supply
in day time and augmentation works:-

2. The interested bidders are be required to enroll themselves on the
‘e-procurement market place at
www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in

3. Complete set of bidding documents are available at
www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in

Phone/Fax No. 0866-2429230 Extn.: 2014, 2034, 2031
Sd/-

Chief Engineer/Transmission, Vidyuth Soudha, Vijayawada, AP.
R.O. No.: 165PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2020-21

l8 8RLY(14)

SI.
No.

Specification
No.

Name of the equipment Quantity in
Nos.

Tender
availability

Date
1 PMM 21-e-

08/2020
160MVA, 220/132/11kV Auto
Transformers

10 Nos. 09.07.2020

2 PMM 23-e-
11/2020

Lot-I: 80MVA, 132/33kV
Power Transformers
Lot-II: 50MVA, 132/33kV
Power Transformers
Lot-III: 50MVA, 220/33kV
Power Transformers

Lot-I: 11 Nos,.
Lot-II: 21 Nos.
Lot-III: 13 Nos

NOTICE INVITING BIDS

J&K MINERALS LIMITED
(A J&K Government Undertaking)

Ground Floor Sanat Ghar Bemina Srinagar
Telefax-0194-2493604, 9419269220, E-mail:-mdjkminerals@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS
Tender Id : 2020_JKML_99481_1 Tender reference no : BO/PGP/PM/2020

E-tenders are invited in two cover system from reputed, technically and financially sound
authorized sales centers/dearlerships for Supply of Chain mounted Excavator for its Gypsum
Mines situated at Assar Doda Jammu & Kashmir having the specifications as contained in the
Annexure II of tender document.

The tender document is available on website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may
view or download the e-Bid document, and submit their e-Bid online up to date as per the details
mentioned in the table below.

The interested parties shall have to provide/furnish information with regard to their technical
and financial background which should conform with the prescribed parameters/ criteria and
other terms & Conditions as contained in the tender document.

Sd/- Managing DirectorDIPK-NB-1260

Description EMD in Cost of Tender Last date of
Rupees Document submission

In Rs. of E-bid

1,00,000 5,000 15/07/2020Supply of Chain mounted Excavator for its Gypsum
Mines situated at Ramban Jammu & Kashmir.

RIFLEMAN (LATE) DIPENDRA SEN THAKURI
13.02.1994 TO 07.07.2020

With heavy heart, we regret to inform thelossof our
brave soldier whilein the line of duty. A sincere,
loyal & dedicated soldier, his demise is a great loss
to the battalion. We pray to ‘MaaDurga’ to rest
his soul in peace & to grant strength to bereaved
family members to bear the irreparable loss.

SECOND NINE GORKHAS


S�A�L�U�T�E �T�H�E 
S�O�L�D�I�E	R

RIFLEMAN-
LATE

DIPENDRA
SEN THAKURI

ON THE 21st ANNIVERSARY OF THE VICTORY IN BATALIK,
WE PAY HOMAGE TO THE MARTYRS OF THE FIRST

BATTALION, THE BIHAR REGIMENT AND REDEDICATE
OURSELVES TO THE SERVICE OF THE NATION.

Maj M
Sarvanan,

Vrc

L/Nk Bidya
Nand Singh,

SM

Hav Rattan
Kumar Singh,

SM

Sep Pramod
Kumar,

SM

Sep Hardeo
Prasad, SM

Sep N S K
Kavaji, SM

Nk Ganesh
Prasad Yadav,

VrC

Sep S S P
Gupta,

SM

AND
Hav Birsa Oraon,SM, Sep Garasiya B B M Bhai, Sep Arbind Kumar
Pandey

Your gallantry and supreme sacrifice were recognised
through awards of Battle Honour “BATALIK” and Theatre
Honour “KARGIL”. Your gallantry will always serve as an
inspiration for us. We, the fraternity of the Veer Bihari’s,
salute you and your brave families.

The Bihar Regiment Association
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GOLD
`49,898

RUPEE
`75.02

OIL
$43.37

SILVER
`50,416

Note:Gold, silverratesatspotmarket inDelhi;goldper10g, silverper1kg;Brentcrudeasof2330IST

Internationalmarketdatatill1900IST

TAMIL NADU TrANsMIssIoN CorPorATIoN LTD.

sl. No Tender Inviting Authority Specification No. Total

1 SE/Transmission-II T-2151, T-2152, T-2153,
T-2154, T-2155 5

For details of works/Procurement/Due date of submission/opening
Corrigendum, Due date extension, viewing and downloading of e-tenders,
please visit websites: www.tantransco.gov.in,www.tenders.tn.gov.in,
www.tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app,

NoTICE INVITING TENDErs (e-TeNDerINg ProCeSS)

DIPR/2529/TEnDER/2020

NANDAGOPALRAJAN
NEWDELHI,JULY8

AMONGTHEmanybehavioural
changes the coronavirus lock-
down has induced is the trend
thatpeoplearenowmakingvoice
callsthatlastlongerthanusual.
Ericsson’sAPACCTOMagnus

Ewerbringtoldindianexpress.com
that theyhave been seeinghow
the duration of sessions are in-
creasing. “Oneveryclearpieceof
statistic thatwemonitor is talk-
time—howlongisatypicalvoice

communication. Andvoice calls
arenowtypically20to70percent
longerthantheyaretraditionally,”
he said in a video interaction,
addinghowthis figurehas been
quitestableformanyyears.“What
has been going up is howoften
youtalk,butnowweseethatthat
the intensity is therebut thedu-
rationisincreasing,whichisasig-
nificantchangefromearlier.”
Ewerbringsaid thatwhile for

Ericsson it has always beenvery
importanttofollowthecommer-
cial implementation of the net-
works and thereby lookat traffic

behaviour traffic patterns, in the
last fewmonthstheyhavegotan
“extraenergytodrivethiskindof
analysiswith the COVID situa-
tion”. “So,whilewehave fresher
numbersandarticulatedconclu-
sionsinsomeareas,theyareany-
waypointing in a direction that
wehaveseenforsomeyears,”he
said, citing theexampleofwhen
3Gwas launched andhow they
noticednetworkswerebusier in
the eveningwhen peoplewere
streamingcontentathome.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

‘Consultations ongoing to bring Indians with
valid residency, work permit back to UAE’
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JULY8

RESPONDINGTOqueries about
Indian citizenswith valid resi-
dency visas or work permits
wanting to travel to theUnited
ArabEmirates(UAE),thecountry’s
ambassador to India Ahmed
Albanna said that consultations
areongoingwith theMinistryof
External Affairs andMinistry of
CivilAviationtoputinplaceanop-
erationdedicatedtoflysuchpeo-
pletotheWestAsiannation.
“There are questions about

IndiannationalsinIndiawithvalid
residency andwork permit for
UAE...AsImentioned,theUAEhas

openedtheairportstoallowvisi-
tors and residents back intoUAE
on two conditions. One is that
theyhavetohaveanICA(Federal
Authority for Identity andCitiz-
enship)approval ... andtwo, they
need tohaveCOVID-19PCR test
donenomorethan96hoursfrom
the date of arrival into UAE,”
Albanna said, adding that the
problemwas that India hadnot
openedupitsairports for foreign
carrierstoflyIndiancitizensout.
“We have been talking and

consultingwith theMinistry of
External Affairs andMinistry of
Civil Aviationandhopefully very
soon ... therewillbesomeopera-
tion dedicated to those Indians
whoare in Indiawith valid resi-

dency andworkpermit, ICA ap-
proval andCOVID-19PCR test to
beabletotravelfromIndiaintothe
UAE,”hesaid,atawebinarorgan-
isedbyPHDChamberofComm-
erceandIndustryWednesday.
Lastmonth,theDubaiadmin-

istrationhadannouncedopening
up its airports for residency visa
holdersandtourists,uponwhich
low-costairlineAir IndiaExpress
approached authorities to seek
permissiontoflypassengersfrom
India to theUAEon the repatria-
tionflightsbuttonoavail.Earlier,
UAEhad reprimandedAir India
Express for ferrying passengers
fromIndia to theUAEonrepatri-
ation flightsmeant tobringback
strandedIndiancitizens.

BRIEFLY
PMatIndia
GlobalWeek
NewDelhi: PrimeMinister
NarendraModiwill Thurs-
daydelivertheinauguralad-
dress at the India Global
Week2020.

Goldup`723
onglobalcues
New Delhi: Gold prices in
Delhi rose Rs 723 to Rs
49,898per10gram.

Instagram’s
ReelsinIndia
New Delhi: Instagram on
Wednesdaysaiditwillstart
testing anew formatReels’
in India that will allow
users to create and share
shortvideos.

RossariBiotech
IPOonJul13
NewDelhi:Rossari Biotech
willcomeoutwithitsinitial
share-saleonJuly13,which
will end fourmonthsof lull
intheIPOmarket. PTI

NodtoEros,
STXmerger
NewDelhi: The CCIWedn-
esday approvedmerger of
Eros International Plcwith
STXFilmworks. ENS

COVID impact: Voice calls are now
20-70% longer, shows Ericsson study

SBI cuts MCLR
by up to 10 bps

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JULY8

STATEBANKofIndia(SBI)Wedn-
esday cut its marginal cost of
fundsbased lendingrate (MCLR)
by5-10basispointsfortenorsup
tothreemonths.Itwillcomeinto
effect on July 10.With this, SBI’s
MCLRup to3months tenor is at
6.65per cent, onparwith its ex-
ternalbenchmarklendingrate.
Meanwhile, SBI’s executive

committee also approved an in-
vestment of up toRs 1,760 crore
inthepublicofferingofYesBank.
On Tuesday, Yes Bank had ap-
provedraisingfundsviaafurther
publicoffering.

Nirav Modi assets
worth `329.6 cr
confiscated: ED

‘Sections of households see
rise in savings after lockdown’
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JULY8

OVERTHElastthreemonthssince
India announceda lockdownon
March24,sectionsofhouseholds
witnessed a rise in savings— in-
cludingthoseworkinginthefor-
mal sectorandsomepartsof the
informal segment—as reflected
in amodest pick-up in JanDhan
account deposits, bankdeposits
andsmallsavingschemes.
According to Swiss banking

groupUBS,while forced savings
could be going up in the formal
sector on income continuity, a
large chunkof labour employed
intheinformalsectorwouldhave
increasedprecautionary savings
despitestagnant/reducedincome
byloweringconsumption.

During lockdown,when in-
comeforthepoorwaslikelymore
impacted,thebalanceintheirJan-
Dhan deposit accounts rose by
aroundRs400peraccountcumu-
lativelyintheJunequarter.“Apart
of the increase isalsoonaccount
of thecentral government trans-
ferringmoneyintosuchaccounts
tohelpbeneficiariesdealwiththe
difficultiesduringthelockdown,”
UBSsaidinareport.
In India, households contrib-

utenearly53percenttobankde-
posit outstanding.Depositswith
banks have picked up to 11 per
cent on year-on-year base as of
June2020(versusthe7.9percent
average registered in FY20). This
is despite the nominal interest
rates on termdeposit by banks
fallingfurtherby100bpsoverlast
three-months(fromMarch2020).

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,JULY8

THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
(ED) Wednesday confiscated
propertiesworthRs329.66crore
ofdiamondtraderNiravModiun-
der the Fugitive Economic
OffendersAct,2018(FEOA).
AnEDstatementsaidthecon-

fiscated properties include four
flatsattheSamudraMahalbuild-
inginWorli;aseasidefarmhouse
and land inAlibaug; awindmill
inJaisalmer;aflatinLondon;res-
identialflatsintheUAEandshares
and bank deposits. The agency
said a special court inMumbai
hadon June8directed theED to
confiscate assetsworthRs 1,396
crorebelongingtoModi.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JULY8

TO IMPROVE financial and sol-
vency position of state-owned
generalinsurancecompanies,the
Union CabinetWednesday ap-
provedfundinfusionofRs12,450
crore in Oriental Insurance
Company Limited, National
InsuranceCompanyLimitedand
United India InsuranceCompany
Limited. The government has
given up plans of merging the
threecompanies thatwasearlier
announced in theUnionBudget.
ThisfundingsupportcomprisesRs
2,500 crore equity thatwas in-
fusedin2019-20,anotherRs3,475
crorewillbereleasedimmediately,
while thebalanceRs6475 crore
willbeinfusedlater.
“Further,theprocessofmerger

hasbeenceased so far inviewof
thecurrent scenarioand instead,
the focus shall be on their prof-
itable growth,” the government
saidinastatement.Toenablefund
infusion in these companies, the
government has also enhanced
theirauthorisedsharecapital.The
capital infusionwill enable the
threegeneralinsurerstoimprove
their financial andsolvencyposi-
tion,absorbchangesandenhance
thecapacitytoraiseresourcesand
improvedriskmanagement.
Theboardsof thethreeinsur-

ancecompanieshadinJanuaryap-
provedthemergerprocess,setting
thestagefortheformationofabig
insuranceentity. Though former
FinanceMinisterArunJaitleyhad
announcedtheirmergerinBudget
2018-19,therewashardlyanymo-
mentum in its implementation.
Thethreecompanieshavediffer-
ent technologyand ITplatforms,
andplatformmigrationandinte-
grationwouldhavebeenan im-
mediatechallenge.
TheCabinet alsogavenod for

a three-month extension to the
ongoing EPF (employees’ provi-
dent fund) contribution support
for companies havingup to 100
workersand90per centof them
earning up to Rs 15,000 per
month.FinanceMinisterNirmala
Sitharaman had in May an-
nouncedtheextensionoftheben-
efit under the PradhanMantri
GaribKalyanYojanatillAugust.
Under the PMGKYpackage,

the governmentwillmakepay-
mentof 12per cent of employer
and12percentemployeecontri-
bution into theEPF accounts for
the eligible companies for the
wagemonths of June, July and
August.Thebenefitwasprovided
earlierforsalarymonthsofMarch,
AprilandMay.
“TheUnionCabinetchairedby

thePrimeMinisterNarendraModi
todayhasgivenitsapprovalforex-
tending thecontributionboth12
percentemployees’shareand12
per cent employers’ shareunder
Employees Provident Fund, to-
talling 24 per cent for another
threemonthsfromJunetoAugust,
2020, as part of thepackage an-
nouncedby thegovernmentun-
derPMGKY/AatmanirbharBharat
in the light of COVID-19, a pan-
demic,”anofficialstatementsaid.
The total expenditure under

the scheme is estimated tobeRs
4,860crorecoveringover72lakh
employeesin3.67lakhestablish-
ments.

June equity MF inflows fall 95%
on cash flow woes, profit booking
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JULY8

INFLOWS INTO equity schemes
of mutual funds (MFs) plum-
meted 95per cent in June as in-
vestors held back investment
plans and booked profits amid
cashflowconcernsinthewakeof
the continuing lockdown in the
country.Mutual funds sawanet
inflow of only Rs 240.5 crore in
June,asagainstRs5,256.52crore
inMay even as the benchmark
Sensex gained2,491points dur-
ingthemonthonthebackof for-
eignportfolio inflows.

Figures released by the
Association ofMutual Funds of
India (Amfi) show thatMFs re-
ported equitymobilisationof Rs
13,760croreandredemptionsof

Rs13,520croreinJune.
The total new inflows into

debtMFschemesalsodeclinedto
Rs 2,861 crore in June from Rs
63,665.54 crore inMay. In the
debt segment, therewasanout-
flowofRs44,226croreinJune.
ArunKumar,headofresearch,

FundsIndia.com,said,“Equityin-
flowshavesloweddownasmany
investorsarewaitingforclarityon
their own future cash flows be-
foreinvestingfurther.”
Anotheranalystsaidit ispos-

sible that some investorsmight
havesoldtheirMFequityportfo-
lio when the Sensex bounced
backinJune.

BMS announces 7-day stir against
job loss, privatisation of PSUs
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, JULY8

BHARATIYAMAZDOOR Sangh
(BMS)willobserve‘SarkarJagao
Saptah’(WakeUpGovernment)
fromJuly24-30toraiseworkers’
issuesatstateandnational level
across sectorsand industries.
TheRashtriyaSwayamsevak

Sangh (RSS)-affiliated trade
unionplanstoholdprotestsand
demonstrationsacrossthecoun-
tryagainst“fiveburningissues”:
Problemsofunorganisedsector
workers particularly migrant
workers,non-paymentofwages,
huge job losses, suspension of
labour laws and increase in

working hours in many states
and privatisation of public sec-
tor undertakings (PSUs), it said
inastatementonWednesday.
The decisionwas taken at a

virtualmeetingofnationaloffice
bearers of BMS on Tuesday,
whichwaspresidedoverbyBMS
National President C K Saji
Narayanan and convened by
General Secretary Virjesh
Upadhyay.

Amazon India’s unit gets $308 mn
in fresh funds from parent firm
REUTERS
BENGALURU, JULY8

AMAZON.COMINChasinvested
Rs2,310crore ($308.02million)
in Amazon Seller Services, an
Indian unit, strengthening the
business at a timewhenmore
people shop online in a bid to
avoidcrowdedpublicplaces.
Amazon Singapore made a

significant portion of financing,
data from business intelligence
firmTofler showed.
Thecompany’sIndianarmin

May said it would hire 50,000
temporary workers to meet a
surge in online shopping in the
country.

The company, which com-
petes with Walmart Inc’s
Flipkart in India, has also been
expanding its seller network in
thecountry.
Indian laws allow foreign e-

commerce companies to oper-
ateas“marketplaces,”connect-
ingbuyerswithsellersonline.
As Indiawent into a nation-

wide lockdown, Amazon en-
couraged small shops to join as
sellerson itsplatforminabid to
boost local businesses and ex-
pand its reach.
Jeff Bezos-led Amazon.com

in January announced a $1 bil-
lion investment to bringmore
than10millionsmallbusinesses
online in Indiaby2025.

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI,JULY8

THEGOVERNMENT is set to an-
nouncethecontoursof ascheme
toboosttheproductionof41bulk
drugs—ranging fromantibiotics
toingredientsforlifesavingTBand
heartdrugslikepenicillin-G,vita-
min B1, prednisolone and di-
clofenac sodium. The scheme,
comingatatimewhenIndia’sde-
pendence on China for crucial
medicine ingredients has come
under the scanner, is being fi-
nalised this week, The Indian
Expresshaslearnt.
A technical committee setup

to outline the details of the
Rs6,940-croreProduction-Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme, first an-
nouncedby theUnionCabinet in
March,islearnttohavesubmitted
itsfinaldrafttotheDepartmentof
Pharmaceuticals lastweek. The
department is currentlyworking
tobringtheguidelinesout“assoon
aspossible”, so that firmscanset

upcapacitytochurnoutthesekey
ingredients,aseniorgovernment
officialdirectlyawareofthedevel-
opment told The Indian Express.
Under this scheme, the govern-
mentwillpaydrugmakers10-20
per centof their annual turnover
formakingandsellingthesebulk
drugsasan incentive, depending
on the category of input. For in-

stance,thegovernmentwillpaya
firmthathassetupcapabilitiesto
make fermentation-based ingre-
dientpenicillin-Garound20per
centof their total annual salesof
thisproductasanincentive.
ThePLIschemeisexpectedto

“encourage”domesticproduction
of twocategories of activephar-
maceutical ingredients and key

startingmaterials—chemicalsyn-
thesis-based and fermentation-
based.Around41suchbulkdrugs
have been approvedunder this
scheme,includingpenicillin-G,vi-
taminB1,prednisolone,diclofenac
sodium,valsartanandrifampicin.
Theschemeoffersa“positive”de-
velopment at a time when
pharmacompanieshavebeenfac-
ingdifficultieswith sourcing af-
fordable bulk drugs fromChina,
according toanother senior gov-
ernmentofficial.
China currently accounts for

nearly70per centof India’s bulk
drug imports,but thecostof sev-
eral of these crucial ingredients
havebeenontheriselately.
“There are attractive incen-

tives.Theplanistoannounceitas
soonaspossible, andwork is go-
ing on thisweek to finalise the
scheme,” the first official said,
adding itwould thenhave to go
throughprocessesoflegalvetting
andapprovals fromtheMinister
ofChemicalsandFertilizersbefore
itisfinallyannounced.

“This schemewill help pro-
moteself-reliance inactivephar-
maceutical ingredients and key
startingmaterials.Thisisveryim-
portant from theperspective of
AtmanirbharBharat,MakeinIndia
and strengthening the supply
chain,” said the official. Several
firmshaveexpressed“huge”inter-
estinparticipating,theyadded.
Theupper limitof theannual

incentives in this schemewill be
capped,however,andwillvaryde-
pendingon thebulkdrug. These
incentiveswillbegiventothefirst
136 firms that receive approval
andinvestaminimumamountset
in the guidelines, ranging from
Rs20crore toRs400crore, to set
up themanufacturing capacities
forthesebulkdrugs.
“Older companieswithavail-

ablelandthatcanbeusedforthis
purposewill also be eligible for
theseincentives,buttheywillhave
toputintheminimuminvestment
tocreatethefacilities,”saidoneof
theofficialscitedabove.
Onceannounced,itisexpected

totakeayeartosetupthecapabil-
itiesforchemicalsynthesis-based
bulkdrugsinIndiaandtwoyears
for fermentation-based bulk
drugs.Approvalunderthescheme
will begrantedbyanempowered
committeecomprisingsecretaries
ofDoP,DepartmentofChemicals
and Petrochemicals, DPIIT,
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry,MinistryofEnvironment
andMinistryofHealthandFamily
Welfare.FollowingtheCabinetan-
nouncement,DoPhadconstituted
a technical committeeunder the
chairmanship of Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation
JointDrugsController,DrEswara
Reddy, toworkout thedetails of
thePLIscheme.
Whileworkhadbeeninitiated

in the last four years to reduce
India’s dependenceonChina for
pharmaceutical ingredients, in-
dustryexecutivesearlier toldThe
IndianExpressthatnotmuchhead-
wayhadbeenmade.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

MOVETOCOUNTER INDIA’SDEPENDENCEONCHINAFORCRUCIALMEDICINE INGREDIENTS

Govttoannounceschemetoboostoutputof41bulkdrugs

Project Gryphon: Twitter working
on potential subscription platform
PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,JULY8

MICROBLOGGING PLATFORM
Twitter,inajob-listingpostedon
its websiteWednesday, said it
wasbuildingasubscriptionplat-
form under the codename
“Gryphon”.While the company
did not disclose any further de-
tails of the said platform, it said
that the Gryphon team was
closely collaborating with the
payments team and the
Twitter.comteam.
“We are a new team, code-

namedGryphon.Wearebuilding
a subscriptionplatform,one that

canbe reusedbyother teams in
thefuture.ThisisafirstforTwitter!
Gryphon is a teamofweb engi-
neerswhoareclosely collaborat-
ingwith thePayments teamand
the Twitter.com team. We are
lookingforafull-stackengineerto

lead the Payment and
Subscriptionclientwork,someone
whovaluescollaborationasmuch
aswedoandcanactasabridgefor
theengineering team. It’s a great
opportunity for all teams in-
volved!”thejobpostingnoted.
Twitterhasbeenworkingon

asubscriptionserviceforitsbusi-
ness customerswith additional
featuressince2017.
Followingthenews,Twitter’s

sharesjumpedbyalmost9.7per
cent, mainly on account of ex-
pertspeggingasubscriptionplat-
form to diversify the socialme-
dia company’s revenue stream,
which is currently almost en-
tirelydependentonadvertising.

TestingforCOVID-19inNewDelhi,Wednesday.Theschemeto
boostoutputof41bulkdrugsincludeantibiotics,ingredients
forlifesavingTB,andheartdrugslikepenicillin-G,vitaminB1,
prednisoloneanddiclofenacsodium. TashiTobgyal
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THETHREEinsurershave
differenttechnologyand
ITplatforms,andplatform
migrationandintegration
wouldhavebeenanim-
mediatechallenge.

Integration
challenge

Cabinet drops merger
plan of 3 PSU insurers,
okays `12,450 cr infusion

TheRSS-affiliatedtrade
unionplanstohold
demonstrationsacross
thecountry

Followingthenews,
Twitter’ssharesjumped
9.7%onaccountof
expertspegginga
subscriptionplatform
todiversifythefirm’s
revenuestream

■The totalnew
inflows intodebtMF
schemesalsodeclined
toRs2,861crore in
June fromRs63,665.54
crore inMay.

NEWINFLOWSINTO
DEBTMFSCHEMES

New Delhi
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MinistryasksHIPresidentMushtaquetodemitoffice
The Sports Ministry has asked Hockey India President Mushtaque Ahmad to step
down, declaring that his 2018 election was violative of the national sports code's tenure
guidelines. In a July 6 letter addressed to HI Secretary General Rajinder Singh, the
Ministry asked the federation "to conduct fresh election for the post of president" by
September 30 for the remaining term, that is, "upto 30.09.2022...". PTI

Cricket returnswith amessage
Players takeakneebeforeplayonDayOne;only17.4overspossibledue tobadweather

REUTERS/AP
SOUTHAMPTON,JULY8

AFTER A 117-day absence, international
cricket returned in familiar fashion on
Wednesday as rain and bad light restricted
the first test between England andWest
Indiesto17.4oversandthehostsclosedafrus-
tratingdayon35-1.
After all the anticipation, day one of the

first of three tests turned out to be a damp
squib. If any fans had been allowed in they
wouldhavebeenjeeringandcomplainingas
theplayersremainedinthepavilionformore
than90minutesbecauseofbadlight,despite
Southampton’sAgeasBowlhavingfloodlights.
If thatfrustration,anissueadministrators

appear powerless or unwilling to address,
wasall-toofamiliar,muchelseabouttheoc-
casionfeltverydifferent.
Thematchisbeingplayedina“bio-secure

environment”with daily health checks for
everyoneintheground.Therearehomeum-
pires - the first time inEngland since2002 -
andbecauseofthateachteamhavethreere-
ferrals insteadof theusual twoper innings.
Playersarenotallowedtousesalivatopol-

ishtheballandumpireswillnottakejumpers
andcaps frombowlers.
After a rain-delayed start, players from

both teams “took a knee” having observed a
minute’s silence tomark the victims of the
novel coronavirus and formerWest Indies
batsmanEvertonWeekes,whodiedlastweek.
ABlackLivesMatterlogoalsowasonthe

collarof the test shirtswornbyplayers from
both teams for thematch played in a strict
isolatedenvironmentandfollowingrepeated
testingofplayersandstaffmembers.
TheWestIndiessquadhassaidthemove-

ment, which has grown since the killing of
GeorgeFloydintheUnitedStatesinMay,has
beenasourceofmotivationonthis tour.
Thekneelinggesturehasbeenmadebe-

fore Premier Leaguematches since the re-
sumptionof soccer inEnglandlastmonth.

WestIndiescaptainJasonHolder,secondleft,andteammatestakeakneein
supportof theBlackLivesMattermovementonthefirstdayof theTestmatch
againstEngland, inSouthamptononWednesday.AP

CROSSWORD4165

Across
1. Becareful, the timekeeper’s
incorrect (5,3)

5 Notconsidereda
disfigurement (4)

9 Awishtobe incompany
(5)

10 Apalindromeimmortalised
(7)

11 Exemplarypieceof instruction
(6,6)

13 Formstayeddisorganised
(6)

14 Nowaytogothrougha
congestedarea
(6)

17 Anoverdrawnaccount
(12)

20 Titanicdestroyer (7)
21 Itmaybeusedto lift an
obstruction(5)

22 Oldacquaintance
(4)

23 Emphasisedcoursesneedto
bereversed
(8)

Down
1 Put in thepaper (4)
2 Novel role,butgivingdifficulty
(7)

3 Whatpost-graduateswork for,
toagreaterextent?
(6,6)

4 Moderniseaquietduet,
perhaps (6)

6 Anothernameforacriminal
(5)

7 ThetroubleaboutaSpaniard is
heputspleasurebeforework
(8)

8 Wheretoobtainhorses fora
charge (6,6)

12 Starstrikesanewpose
(8)

15 Aroomredesignedbyus is
romantic
(7)

16 It’s clear there’sanote to
correct
(6)

18 Afactor inshow
business (4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Themainpre-
occupationover the
current timeis
personalcreativity.

Youneedtoexpressyour
deeplyuniquetalents, andyour
mainstrategyshouldprobably
nowbetogobackand lookat
thewaythingsweredone in the
past.You’lluncovercluesas to
whatyoushoulddo in
thepresent.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Itmaybe irritating
to be tied towhat
friends have in
mind, but unless

youwant to be ahermit you
will have to accept that
others's feelingsmust come
first. In love, you should
abandonunrealistic
expectations ofwhat romance
should or shouldn't be about.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Domestic
relationshipsshould
beworkedat.There's
nopoint inblaming

otherpeoplebecausesuch-
and-suchathingmayhave
gonewrong,orbecauseyou
maynothavegotyourway.
Thepast is thepast, andthe
futuremustbetackledwith
hopeandcourage.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Youwillbeunwilling
toperformanytask
whichdoesn’t suit
yourpersonal

wishesand interests.Youmay
thereforebeareluctant
employeeunless those in
authorityentrustyouwith
taxingand interesting
responsibilities. It'spartly
uptoyou,butalsoupto them.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Homeand family
affairs reallymust
take first place in
your list of

emotional priorities. Take
some timeout to try and
understandwhat has been
troubling relations, and
offer themwhatevermoral
support is required. Youmight
dobest to keep your doubts
to yourself.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sept23)
If you'rewondering
whereall thegood
luckhasgone,hold
onfor justa little

while longer. Itmightbethat
partnersareduetohave
firstbiteof thecherry.And
whileyou'remakingplans
for the future,understandthat
thebest tocomeoutof the
present timewillbeenhanced
self-knowledge.

LIBRA(Sept24-Oct23)
Youoften feel
undervaluedand
takenforgranted,
sometimeswith

goodreason.Yet,nowcouldbe
theperfect timetoturnthe
tablesonpartnersandmake
themseethatyouare tobe
takenseriously, andthatyour
feelingsareworthevery
bitasmuchas theirs.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
You'restill in the
drivingseat, soyou
shouldgain
personally from

muchofwhat isgoingon.
However,when life ismoving
yourwayyoushouldmakea
determinedeffort to lookafter
otherpeople's interestsaswell
asyourown.They'll returnthe
favourwhentheposition
is reversed.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
Amystery of sorts
should soonbe
clearedup, but
the answermay lie

within rather thanwithout. In
otherwords, because of
your ownpreconceptions,
youhavemisinterpreted
someone else's intentions.
Your vivid imaginationmay
be to blame, rather than
awkward circumstances.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Agreatdealdepends
onhowyougeton
withotherpeople,
evenatwork.

Emotionalundercurrentsand
beliefscount forverymuch
morethanthe facts.Even in
business,partnersseemtobe
influencedbythewaythings
oncewere, rather thantheway
theyarenow.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
It'snouse imagining
thatyou'renot
ambitious. If youdo
givewayto false

humility thenyou'lldoubtless
missoutonamajor
opportunity.Pushyourself
forwardandyoumayopenthe
waytoemotional fulfilment,
togetherwithapplauseand
acclaimfromyourpeers.

PISCES(Feb.20-Mar20)
Sometimes it'san
advantagebeinga
dreamer,butnot
always.Your

heart'sdesire liesa longwayoff
-ordoes it?Onethingyouhave
tosortout isyourcontinual
tendencyto imagine
that thegrass isalwaysgreener
somewhereelse.Try to
live in thehereandnow
foronce.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S

O
LU

TI
O
N
S
U
D
O
K
U
4
16
3

Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
ThewayIseeit, ifyouwantthe____,you’vegottoputupwiththe__.-DollyParton(7,..,4)

SOLUTION:LARVA,PRIOR,UNKIND,WOBBLY
Answer:ThewayIseeit,ifyouwanttherainbow,you’vegottoputupwiththerain.
-DollyParton

LVAAR NUDNIK

ORPRI BLOYBW

SolutionsCrossword4164:Across:1Fancy-free,8Repel,9Regular,10Scarce,11
Easter,12Armsrace,15Reporter,18Reaper,20Wealth,21Bathing,22Rider,23
Eccentric.Down:2Arena,3Counts,4Flagrant,5Erects,6Spartan,7Bluepeter,11
Extrawork,13Marriage,14Upwards,16Retire,17Sachet,19Ennui.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

CAG wants its
BCCI nominee
recused

SAME SPOT, DIFFERENT RESULT
In thesecondover, ShannonGabriel cas-
tled Dom Sibley to what the old-fash-
ionedEnglishmenwouldcallabail-trim-
mer,aviciouslydeviatingback-of-length
ball clipping the bails en route, as the
batsman let it go on the bounce. It was
theexact replicaof adeliveryRoryBurns
wasgivennotoutonumpire’s call in the
first over asheofferednostrokeand the
ballbrushedthepad.Former fastbowler
Derek Pringle was not amused. “Sibley
out, Burns not out - crazy world of DRS
protocols,”he fumedonhisTwitterhan-
dle. Pads to the rescue, Burnswould say.

ASIXTH-DAYTHOUGHT
Just a handful of overswere possible

onthedaycompetitivecricket returned.
With more rain and smouldering black
clouds forecast for the next couple of
days, the match could well end up
grossly truncated (cheerio, fragile bat-
ting lineups do spark hopes of a result).
Butwithnoticketinghasslesorcrowdor

logistical issues,maybe thematchcould
be stretched into a sixth day to get the
required overs in, andmaybe a result.

WINSTON'SDAYOUT
Withnopeople in thestands, the20-

montholdcockerspanielWinstoncould
happily roam around with his master,
the groundsman Simon Lee. In the past
Lee had describedWinston thus: "He’s
come toworkwithme every day since I
got him. He’s a bit of a lunatic but he
breaks up the silence a little bit.”

BARMYARMY'SVOICEHEARD
BarmyArmy, theofficial 12thmanof

theEnglandteam,wasnotpresentat the
Ageas Bowl onWednesdaywhen inter-
national cricket resumed after a pan-
demic-induced hiatus. But they surely
made their presence felt after
'Jerusalem', their signature title song
popular among all English cricket fans
was blared through the stadium's
PA system. ENS

‘Dehumanisation of the blacks’

Holding said people of all races need to
studywhathappened in thepast toget the
right perspective on racism.
“What Imeanby education is people

goingback inhistory.Whatpeopleneed
to understand is that this stems from a
long time ago. The dehumanisation of
theblackraceiswhereitstartedandpeo-
plewill tell you ‘getover it’.No,youdon’t
get over things like that and society has
not got over that.”
Holding argued that the black racehad

beendehumanised and their accomplish-
mentswipedoff fromhistory.The66-year-
old reckoned that racism within society
willnotbeeradicateduntilpeople fromall
sectionsof societyareeducated to include
both black and white historical perspec-
tives. The Jamaican cited events from his-
tory that were recorded from the white
perspective.
“We have been brainwashed and not

justblackpeople,whitepeoplehavebeen
brainwashedinmanyways... thinkabout
religion…Iamnotreallyaveryholyper-
son, not a very religious person, but that
is what we were taught. Look at Jesus
Christandtheimageof JesusChrist-pale
skin, blondehair, blue eyes.Where Jesus
camefrom,whointhatpartof theworld
looks thatway?” Holdingexplained.
Citing an incident inNewYorkwhere a

white woman had called the police on a
blackbird-watcher,Holdingsaidheractions
were based on established prejudices. “...
bythetimehe(theblackman)provesheis
notguilty, hemightbedead. Shehad that
thinginhermindfromdayone.That’swhy
shesaidanddidwhatshedid,”headded.

‘Weneedhonest conversations’

Rainford-Brentstressedontheneedtohave
people of colour in positions where they
couldmakeadifference.
“Itcan’tbea ‘blackperson’sproblem’,

it has got to be everyone’s problem.We
have got to want a society that is repre-
sentative and supports people fromdif-
ferentbackgrounds...That’swhat it is for
me. We need honest conversations, op-
portunities and people in positions of
power.Andthenwecanchangetheland-
scape,” she said.
TheformerEnglandcricketer,whoisnow

the head of women’s cricket at Surrey, be-
lieved that apart from education, a shift in
thecollectiveattitudeinsocietycanpropela
positivechange.
‘Youhavebeenlookingawayfortoolong’
Hussain said people need to confront

theirbiasesandprejudices,andnotjustlook
theotherway.
“Isattheresixweeksagoandwatched

a blackman being killed in front of my
eyes.Mynaturalreactionistolookaway...
the next time it came on, because of the
protest, I forcedmyself towatch,because
Ifeltsomethinginsidemetellthat‘Nasser,
youhavebeenlookingawayfortoolong’.”
TheformerEnglandcaptainarguedthat

peoplehavebeenlookingawayfromthis is-
sue for far too long.
Whenasked if hehadever faced racism

in his life, Hussain said: “Of course, I have
(faced racism), withmy surname grow-
ing up ... with an Indian dad and an
Englishmom,probablygettingabitfrom
bothsides...while fieldingonthebound-
aryinvariouspartsof theworldandpeo-
ple say ‘heySaddam’,”headded. ENS

‘Youdon’tgetover things like that
andsocietyhasnotgotover that’
West Indies legendMichael Holding and Ebony Rainford-Brent, the first black fe-
male cricketer to play for England, lashed out against institutionalised racism
and how society needs to be educated for thismalaise to be eradicated, on Sky
Sports. The delayed start to the first England vsWest Indies Test gaveHolding,
Rainford-Brent and former England captainNasser Hussain a chance to reflect on
this issue and reassertwhy the BLMmovementmatters. The issue has returned to
the spotlight after the death of George Floyd, a blackman, at the hands of awhite
policeman in theUnited States. It sparkedworldwide protests and before the
start of play, the players fromEngland andWest Indies aswell asmatch officials
took a knee for 30 seconds to show their solidarity on thematter.
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THECOMPTROLLER andAuditorGeneral of
India(CAG)hasfiledanapplicationbeforethe
SupremeCourtseekingrecusalofitsnominee
fromthemanagementposition in theBCCI’s
ApexCouncil and the IPLGoverningCouncil.
TheCAGnomineehasbeenmadepartof the
BCCI'sapexbodyfollowingthe2016Supreme
Court order based on the Justice RMLodha
Committeerecommendations.Theapexcourt
hadmadetheCAGrepresentativeapartofthe
all-powerfulcommitteetobring“financialand
audit experience” and “independent voices”
totheBCCI.
In itsplea filedon July4, theCAGhas said

that it’s a ‘SupremeAudit Institution of the
Country’andthe“auditoroflastresort”which
iscalledto“undertakeaspecialaudit”ifthere’s
adispute. It furtheradds that it’snominee“is
notservingtheobjectivesoftheJusticeLodha
CommitteeaswellasthisHon’bleCourtbybe-
ingpartof themanagementdecisions”.
heCAGsaysinnowaytheyarerequesting

for a recall or reviewof the principal judge-
mentandonlyprayingfora"limitedrelief".
On theday theCAG filed the application,

its nominee in the BCCI, Alka Rehani
Bharadwaj,hadraisedaredflagoverthepres-
enceofBCCIsecretaryJayShahatameetingof
theApexCouncil scheduled for July 17. Shah
hascompletedhistermassecretary,butaBCCI
petitionseekingextensionof the termsofof-
fice-bearers is pending before the Supreme
Court.Pointingtotheclauseregardingacool-
ing-off period in the BCCI constitution, she
askedforthereconstitutionof theapexbody.
Bharadwaj had said that the joint secretary
“wouldbepresumablyofficiatingassecretary
afterthevacationofsecretaryBCCIpost”.Atext
message to Bharadwaj inquiring if shewas
aware about the CAG application in the
SupremeCourtwentunanswered.
TheCAGapplicationhaspointedoutthatits

nomineeisjustamemberintheApexCouncil,
whiletheelectedoffice-bearers(five)formthe
majority. “ItisrelevanttosubmitthattheCAG’s
nomineeintheApexCouncilisjustoneofthe
ninemembers,andoneofthesevenmembers
inthe IPLGoverningCouncil, and is therefore
partytodecisions,whetherornotshe/heisin
agreementwiththosedecisions.”theapplica-
tionstated.

Thematch isbeingplayed ina
“bio-secureenvironment”with
dailyhealth checks for
everyone in theground.

'Jeruselum on PAbut far fromnormal'
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