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Delhi hotels
to open, gyms
to remain
shut for now

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

A DAY after the Centre issued
guidelines for phase 3 of its
Covid unlockdown, the Delhi
government Thursday allowed
hotels to reopen in a move that
was welcomed by the hospitality
industry although concerns re-
main on the challenges involved,
ranging from a severe staff
crunch to the renewal of licences
that have lapsed.

The state government said
thata decision has been taken to
allow the normal functioning of
hotels, along with hospitality
services — these were already
permitted under the Union
Home Ministry's guidelines is-
sued on June 4.

The government said that it
took the step since hotels in Delhi
are no longer attached with hos-
pitals to provide quarantine facil-
ities for Covid patients.

However, official sources said
that a decision on reopening
gyms, which has been allowed
under the Centre's latest guide-
lines, has been deferred in the
capital till next week amid con-
cerns over the potential spread
of Covid in closed spaces.
“Officials will discuss the appre-
hensions and revisit the decision
next week,” sources said.

On the move to reopen ho-
tels, Sandeep Khandelwal, pres-
ident of the Delhi Hotel and
Restaurant Owners’ Association,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

‘SC was told a blatant lie that I am a
free man...why am I being stopped’

Soz says barred
from moving out;
free to go where
he wants, says J&K
administration

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR, JULY 30

A DAY after the Supreme Court
disposed of a petition by
Saifuddin Soz's wife over his
“illegal detention”, accepting the
government's submission that
he was under no restrictions, the
J&K Congress leader was
stopped by the police as he tried
to move out of his house in
Srinagar. As mediapersons
watched, police personnel
pulled away the 83-year-old as
he talked from behind a wall,
mounted by a barbed wire,
around his house.

On Wednesday too, soon af-
ter the Supreme Court accepted
the J&K administration's claim
that he was not under detention,
Soz had said he had been
stopped from leaving his house.

“What the Supreme Court was
told is a blatant lie,” Soz said on
Thursday, speaking to The Indian
Express over the phone, adding
that he would again move the
court against his “illegal” deten-
tion, "for whatever it's worth".
“This (UT) government and the
Central government took a posi-
tion before the Supreme Court
thatlamafree man.lamnotafree
man.Ihave been under detention
since August 5, 2019. If I am not
under detention, why am I being
stopped? I tried to move out twice
yesterday and twice today."

After stopping the former
Union minister from talking to the
media present outside his house,
the policemen told the journalists

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Congress leader Saifuddin Soz speaks to reporters from across the boundary wall of his
residence before being pulled away, in Srinagar on Thursday. Shuaib Masoodi

Security paradox: Dip in
violence, locals in militant
ranks and LoC heating up

NAVEEDIQBAL
& PVAIDYANATHANIYER
SRINAGAR, JULY 30

BEHIND THE barbed wire fram-
ing Congress leader Saifuddin
Soz in his Srinagar home is the
paradox of how security has
played out over the last one year
here: asharp dropinincidents of
violence with many, like Soz, at
home under curbs orin custody;
and yet a steady trickle of local
young men into the militant
ranks and a heating up along the
Line of Control.

Indeed, in arecent presenta-
tion to the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs, Jammu & Kashmir
Director General of Police Dilbag
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Singh compared law and order
incidents in Kashmir over two
timestamps - after July 8, 2016,
when Hizbul Mujahideen
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Govt to take call
on 4G in Valley
after August 15

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

THE GOVERNMENT is likely to
take a final call on the restoration
of 4G mobile Internet services in
the Kashmir Valley after
Independence Day celebrations
are over next month, official
sources told The Indian Express.
A “favourable” decision is “al-
ready under consideration” within
the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA), the sources said. The gov-
ernment is waiting for August 5,
which marks a year since special
status under Article 370 was re-
voked and J&K split into two Union
Territories,and Independence Day,
to“pass off peacefully” before tak-
ingadecision, they said.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

AHEAD OF MILITARY TALKS

China envoy pushes
Pangong claim, India
says pullback not over

Ambassador Sun points to Chinese claim
line on contested north bank of lake

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

PUSHING HIS country’s claim to
Pangong Tso where Chinese
troops came in 8 km west of the
point which India says marks the
Line of Actual Control, Sun
Weidong, Beijing’s ambassador
to New Delhi, Thursday said
“China’s traditional customary
boundary line is in accordance
with the LAC” on the north bank
of the lake.

He rejected suggestions that
China has expanded its territo-
rial claim at Pangong Tso.

The ambassador made these
remarks ahead of the fifth round
of talks between Corps
Commanders of the two
armies, expected to take
place in the next few
days.

Speaking at a webi-
nar organised by the
Institute of Chinese
Studies, Sun said thaton
the north bank of
Pangong lake, “China’s
traditional customary
boundary line is in accordance
with the LAC. And there's no
such case as China has expanded
its territorial claim. China hopes
that the Indian troops will
strictly abide by the relevant bi-
lateral agreements and protocols
between the two countries and
refrain fromillegally crossing the

Sun
Weidong

Army trucksin Leh on
Thursday. ANI

LAC to the Chinese side”.

“With the joint efforts of both
sides, the border troops have dis-
engaged in most localities, the
situation on the ground is de-es-
calating and the temperature is
coming down,” he said.

Responding to the
ambassador’s remarks,
New Delhi said there
has been “some pro-
gress” but the process of
disengagement has not
yet been completed.

Anurag Srivastava,
official spokesperson for
the Ministry of External
Affairs, said, “There has
been some progress made to-
wards this objective, but the dis-
engagement process has as yet
not been completed.” He said
senior commanders of the two
sides will be meeting in the “near
future” to work out steps in this
regard.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Pangong and
Gogra not yet
resolved, Army
awaits talks

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

WITHIN HOURS of the Chinese
Defence Ministry claiming that
troops on both sides were grad-
ually disengaging and the situa-
tion was moving towards de-
escalation along the Line of
Actual Control in Ladakh, sources
inthe Indian Army said there has
been no positive movement on
the ground for more than two
weeks now.

The standoff at Pangong Tso
and Patrolling Point 17A at Gogra,
Army sources said, is still to be re-
solved and is likely to be the fo-
cus of the fifth round of talks at
the level of the Corps
Commander. The fifth round of
talks since June 6 is expected in
the next few days. The talks were
expected Friday or over the
weekend but there was no offi-
cialword until Thursday evening.

Senior  Colonel  Ren
Guogiang, spokesperson for
China's Ministry of National
Defense, Thursday said China
and India “have conducted effec-
tive communication and coordi-
nation through both diplomatic
and military channels since the

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Priest, policemen test positive,
temple Trust says event on track

AVANEESH MISHRA
&DEEPTIMANTIWARY
LUCKNOW, NEW DELHI,
JULY 30

JUST SIX days before bhoomi pu-
janis expected for the proposed
Ram temple in Ayodhya, an as-
sistant priest and four police-
men posted at the site tested
positive on Thursday in a rapid
antigen test for the novel coro-
navirus.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is expected to attend the
ceremony, along with Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi

Sweets being prepared in
Ayodhya Thursday, ahead of
bhoomi pujan on Aug 5. ANI

Adityanath. The CM had come
in contact with the assistant
priest, Pradeep Das, 30, during

his visit to Ayodhya last week to
check arrangements for the
bhoomi pujan.

Ten other constables in
Ayodhya district have tested pos-
itive. The authorities said the de-
velopments would have no effect
on the programme, scheduled
for August 5, and expected to be
attended by around 250 people.
The priest as well as the police-
men who are positive will now
be put through the more reliable
RT-PCR test for Covid-19.

Dasis the assistant of Mahant
Satyendra Das, the chief priest of
the makeshift Ram Lalla temple

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Justice, a worm’s-eye view: 38 yrs
later, cleared of adulteration

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

JUSTICE MOVES at a snail's pace
— even if all it involves is four
mealworms, two weevils, and
600 gm of turmeric.

On Thursday, a three-judge
Supreme Court Bench finally
pulled the curtains on this story,
acquitting a Sonepat-based
trader, Prem Chand, in a case of
adulteration filed 38 years ago.

In their six-paragraph order

restoring a trial court judgment
passed backin 1995 clearing Prem
Chand of all charges, Justices NV
Ramana, Surya Kant and Krishna
Murari recounted the sequence of
events starting August 18, 1982,
when a food inspector visited
Prem Chand's shop and found he
was selling turmeric without ali-
cence. From a 10-kg bag, the food
inspector took 600 gm for testing,
and the sample was found to con-
tain “four living mealworms and
two live weevils”.

The Supreme Court noted

that the 2009 high court order
convicting Prem Chand had
overlooked key facts. First, that
the sample had been sent for
testing after an unexplained de-
lay of 18 days. “There is no evi-
dence that the samples were not
tampered (in) the intervening
period,” the court noted. Second,
it found that during cross-exam-
ination, the analyst who exam-
ined the sample had acknowl-
edged that the infestation was
not visible to the naked eye.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

SONIA MEETING

Cong veterans say
look within, young
MP says start with
yourself, UPA 11

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

A YEAR after the Congress’s de-
bilitating debacle in the Lok
Sabha elections, months after its
exitin Madhya Pradesh and right
in the middle of the ongoing cri-
sis in Rajasthan, the tension be-
tween veterans and young lead-
ers is coming to a head.

Sparks flew at a meeting of its
Rajya Sabha MPs convened by
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi Thursday.

Sources said former Union
Minister and senior leader Kapil
Sibal spoke about the need for “in-
trospection” on the defeat. Former
Union Minister P Chidambaram
said the party should reach out to
people tounderstand their disen-
chantment with the Congress. It
is learnt that newly elected Rajya
Sabha MP Rajeev Satav was more
blunt — he said introspection
should begin at home.

“Introspect by all means....
but how did we come to
44, . .that should also be looked
into. We were 200-plus in 2009.
You are all saying this (need to

Old guard
versus
® new

EXPLAINED

RAJEEV SATAV'S swipe
underlines the trust
deficit between the old
and the new and the
sense of vacuum at the
top. Bhopal to Jaipur,
these are cleaving the
Congress but there are
few signs of any move to
arrest the drift.

introspect) now. You were all
ministers then. Frankly, it should
also be looked into where you
failed. You have to introspect
from the UPA Il period,” an MP
quoted Satav as having said dur-
ing the virtual meeting.

Satav, 46, a former Youth
Congress president, is the AICC
in-charge of Gujarat and a per-
manent invitee to the CWC.

Satav’s remarks came in the
presence of the key figures in
UPAIL

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JULY 30

IN MAY 2012, ] Jayalalithaa de-
clared that the Anna Centenary
Library in Chennai, built by herri-
val M Karunanidhi of the DMK
and one of the largest in the coun-
try, would be turned into a super-
specialty hospital. Book lovers
were shocked at the then CM's
display of political one-upman-
ship at the cost of the treasures
the library housed. The library
survived, but that's another story.

Now, as the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment moves to acquire
Jayalalithaa's Veda Nilayam resi-

dence, in Chennai's Poes Garden
area, to set up a museum dedi-
cated to the late chief minister,
another story is emerging: that
of Jayalalithaa as a book lover, a
voracious reader and the owner
of a collection of 8,376 books,
with titles ranging from the Tamil
classic Tirukkural to Jawaharlal
Nehru’s The Discovery of India,
from biographies to journals.

Officials and insiders who
had direct access to Jayalalithaa
and her residence recalled how
she zealously maintained her
books with serial numbers and
title stickers. And of the long
hours she spent reading on the
first floor of Veda Nilayam.

The 8,376 books are part of
the 32,721 'movable properties'
in Veda Nilayam listed by the
state government.

One of the officers who visited
her library said English titles made
up 75 per cent of her collection.
“Her Tamil collection had works
of Periyar EVRamasamy (founder
of the Dravidian movement) and
former CM C N Annadurai.
Translations of Tirukkural, a few ti-
tles of Adi Shankaracharya and
poet Kannadasan’s Arthamulla
Indhu Madham are also in her li-
brary,” the official said, adding that
The Discovery of India is “promi-
nently placed”.

Jayalalithaa’s collection also

Jayaat her library in Kodanadu Estate. She also had libraries in
Veda Nilayam and Siruthavur bungalow. Source: | Krishnapriya

included books on law and sev-
eral doctoral papers published
by state universities about the
political life of Annadurai, her
mentor and AIADMK founder M
G Ramachandran (MGR) and
about Jayalalithaa herself.
Officials also spotted novels of
Agatha Christie and works of
Khushwant Singh.

Among her “favourites”, said
insiders, were biographies and
autobiographies of world lead-
ers, including of former US pres-
idents Ronald Reagan and
Abraham Lincoln.

“All these books had mark-
ings she made, or bookmarks to
chapters she had read or marked

New Delhi

for references,” said an official.

The official said Jayalalithaa’s
library had two portions: one for
book shelves and another section
with a reading corner and her
collection of journals. “The house
itselfisn't very extraordinary, ex-
cept that there is a lift to the first
floor since she had knee trouble.
Thereis also an intercom system
tocommunicate with guests and
others downstairs," he said.

For about three decades,
Jayalalithaa lived in this house
with VK Sasikala and the latter's
sister-in-law Ilavarasi and her
children. Sasikala and Ilavarasi
are in jail in Bengaluru after be-
ing convicted in the dispropor-

Inside Jaya library: 8, 376 books, Tirukkural to Discovery of India

tionate assets case along with
Jayalalithaa.

Jayalalithaa’s bedroom,
though big, is “simple”.
“Sasikala’s bedroom is much
smaller, with lots of stationery,
petitions and papers,” said one
of the officials.

Karthikeyan, who was
Jayalalithaa's private secretary
for over a decade, recalled, “She
would look up new book re-
leases and ask me to order them.
We used to order three copies of
each book, one for each of her li-
braries — at Poes Garden, at
Siruthavur bungalow (near
Chennai) and Kodanadu Estate

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2



I

2 SECOND PAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, JULY 31,2020

STheIndianEXPRESS

DOWNLOADAPP 1

mVISUAL STORIES

Wirant Kokl res Luieas op prdiian
I [0 Tosil Balling Kankingg

s o Lo
Tl b L R e L
Frei Bl ey B

m DAILY BRIEFING
m PODCASTS

m CUSTOMIZABLE
NEWS EXPERIENCE

|

Indian Express
**xk*x3 4.6

[=] %53 ]
=] s

SCANTHISQRCODETO
DOWNLOAD THE APP

WEB
EXCLUSIVE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

FOR TRANS-FRIENDLY WORKPLACES, EMPLOYERS ROLLING OUT INCLUSIVE

POLICIES AND MORE

In2016, when a transman in Kolkata underwent a gender-confirmation surgery, it took nearly five months for
the private sector bank — where he worked — to verify and change his identity proof documents.
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bring about.
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‘SC was told lie...

to leave. The Congress leader
could be heard telling the po-
lice repeatedly to keep their
hands off him.

“Today, everybody saw that
the police didn’t allow me to get
out of my house,” Soz said.
“They tried to physically stop
me.”

Soz asked the Supreme
Court to investigate the asser-
tions made by the government
before it. “It is for the Supreme
Court to investigate why lies
were put forth in the court-
room. Itis also shameful thatin-
stead of grilling the govern-
ment, a section of the press,
whose interests are promoted
by the Central government, said
that my wife was lying.”

The former Congress J&K
president said the irony was
that there were no written or-
ders in his case. “When [ was
detained, there was nothing in
writing. When I ask the police-
men, they say they have got
verbal orders. The problem is
that in this government — I am
talking about Delhi — every-
thing works verbally, a lot of
things work only verbally.
Where are civil liberties in this
government?”

The J&K government reiter-
ated on Thursday that Soz was
not under detention.
Spokesperson Rohit Kansal
tweeted: “(He is) Free to go
wherever he likes with usual
security drill. No question of ly-
ing in Hon SC.”

In its affidavit before the
Supreme Court, the J&K admin-
istration had cited the three
times Soz had travelled to New
Delhi since August 2019 as
proof that he was not detained.
Soz said he had made those
trips for medical reasons. "I
once accompanied my wife and
twice I obtained permission
(from the police) to consult a
doctor (in Delhi). The dates are
available, the prescriptions are
available."

About the government's
claims that he was allowed to
move out for “personal, politi-
cal and official assignments”,
with security that he was enti-
tled to and on government-pro-
vided vehicles, Soz said, “They
are lying through their teeth.
On August 5, 2019, they with-
drew my personal security and
vehicles. So how would I go out
ina government vehicle? Yes, [
made a personal visit to my ail-
ing sister, but that was after
proper police permission. | have
no official assignments and I
haven't gone out for any politi-
cal activity. In fact, there was no
room for any political activity."

National Conference vice-
president Omar Abdullah
tweeted on Thursday: “Soz
Sahib’s plight is not unique.
@JKNC has gone to court be-
cause more than 15 of our col-
leagues are similarly illegally
detained & I have no doubt the
administration will claim they
aren’t detained.”

PDP leader Mehbooba Mufti
also reacted to the govern-
ment's claims regarding Soz,
with her daughter Iltija Mufti
tweeting on her behalf: “Sad to
see Saifuddin sahab get man-
handled by police for speaking
to media. I faced the same situ-
ation in Jan when I tried to ad-
dress media at my house in
Srinagar.”

Security paradox

militant Burhan Wani was
killed by security forces, and af-
ter August 5,2019, post abroga-
tion of the special status of the
state and its downgrade and
splitting.

After 21-year old Burhan
Wani was killed by security
forces, thousands thronged the
streets in protest, pelted stones,
snatched weapons of police,
overturned and burnt their ve-
hicles, and damaged property
of security forces. Violent inci-

dents over the next six months
touched over 2,500 and killed,
according to the J&K Police, 117
civilians.

In sharp contrast are the
numbers since August 5 last
year. Law and order incidents
that saw violence added up to
only 196. “There was no ele-
ment of violence... not a single
civilian died,” Dilbag Singh told
The Indian Express in an inter-
view last week.

According to Singh, there
hasbeen an almost 78 per cent
drop in law and order incidents
in the first six months of this
year compared with the
corresponding period the pre-
vious year.

From 767 during January-
June 2019, it has dropped to 168
in January-June 2020. Terror-
related incidents, too, dropped
from 198 during January-July
2019 to 124 during January-July
2020. Further, there have been
no shutdown calls compared
with31in2019 and 76 in 2018,
he pointed out.

The number of uniformed
personnel across security forces
who died also was lower at 36
in the first seven months this
calendar year compared with
76 in the first seven months of
2019.

“This is a very big improve-
ment on different fronts, de-
spite the abrogation on August
5,2019,” Dilbag Singh said.

Sources in the security es-
tablishment, however, put the
“sharp drop” in context. They
identify three key factors: the
unprecedented deployment of
security personnel in the run-
up to August 5, 2019; large-
scale preventive arrests includ-
ing of junior-level political
workers, and the lack and ab-
sence of any leadership to lead
protests.

While the number of law
and order incidents may have
dropped dramatically, what has
kept the security establishment
on edge is the challenge of local
militancy.

Local youths have contin-
ued to join militant ranks de-
spite being aware they are in
the cross-hairs — with many of
them being killed.

Since the beginning of
January, as many as 80 youths
took to militancy, of whom 38
were killed and 22 caught.
Overall, in 2020, security forces
have killed 150 militants in 41
operations.

Between August 5, 2019,
and December 31, 2019, about
26 militants were killed by the
forces; this takes the total num-
ber of militants killed since ab-
rogation of special status last
year to 176.

Officials claimed the num-
ber of active militants in the
Valley is 190, the lowest in the
last 10 years. “Of these, 90 are
foreign, 100 are local youths,”
said a senior official who did
not wish to be quoted.

Most of the local recruits are
barely out of their teens, an of-
ficial said, and as soon as they
take to militancy, they precipi-
tate a face-off with the security
forces. This raises concerns over
the accountability of the secu-
rity establishment.

“There are two views here...
one view is, should the security
forces attempt to get them back
to society and the second is
more hardline: that they should
be pursued whatever the con-
sequences,” said an official.

Still, even if the security
forces are quick to engage the
militants in encounters, that
has hardly made a dent in re-
cruitment. “This prompts the
question - if quick elimination
is adding to the continuous
stream of youths joining mili-
tancy,” an official said.

Another recent trend is the
combination of local militants
and foreign terrorists in terror-
related incidents or attacks.
“While this doesn’t pose any
operational challenge for the

Maintenance of peace and
tranquility in the border areas,
Srivastava said, is the basis of
the bilateral relationship.
“Therefore, we expect that the
Chinese side will sincerely
work with us for complete dis-
engagement and de-escalation
and full restoration of peace
and tranquility in the border
areas at the earliest as agreed
to by the  Special
Representatives,” he said.

The Chinese reluctance to
step back from Pangong Tso,
where its troops continue to
occupy the ridgeline at Finger
4, has stalled the disengage-
ment process and is likely to be
the focus of talks between the
Corps Commanders. The mili-
tary standoff began early May
after Chinese and Indian troops
came to blows on the north
bank of the lake.

The Chinese ambassador, in
his speech, said, “Chinais nota
strategic threat to India”, and
cautioned against “forced de-
coupling” of the relationship.

“China advocates win-win
cooperation and opposes zero-

Pangong and

clash at the Galwan Valley re-
gion” and “at present, the situ-
ation in this region tends to-
ward de-escalation, and the
disengagement between the
border troops of the two coun-
tries is gradually carried for-
ward."

"We expect the Indian side
will proceed from the overall
situation of maintaining
China-India relations and re-
gional peace and stability, fo-
cus on cooperation, properly
address differences, and

sum games. Our economies are
highly complementary, inter-
woven and interdependent.
Forced decoupling is against
the trend and will only lead toa
‘lose-lose’ outcome,” Sun said.

He also cautioned against
Indian public opinion urging
the government in New Delhi
toadjust its position on Taiwan,
Xinjiang, Hong Kong and South
China Sea.

Underlining that “this wor-
ries me”, Sun said, “Taiwan,
Hong Kong, Xinjiang and
Xizang affairs are totally
China's internal affairs and
bear on China's sovereignty
and security. While China
doesn'tinterfere in other coun-
try's internal affairs, it allows
no external interference and
never trades its core interests
either.”

Asked about Chinese
troops crossing the LACin the
Galwan Valley, he maintained
that the right and wrong of
the Galwan Valley incident is
“very clear”. “And I must make
itvery clear that the responsi-
bility is not on the Chinese

Gogra not yet

earnestly promote the contin-
uous development of the rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries and the two militaries
along the correct direction of
friendly cooperation,” he said.

Responding to the remarks,
Indian Army sources said there
has been no further disengage-
ment at Pangong Tso and PP
17A, two of four friction points.
Nor has there been any change
in the situation at Depsang
Plains where Chinese troops
have blocked Indians from ac-

Chinese envoy pushes Pangong
claim, India says pullback not over

side,” he said.

Since April this year, he
said, “Indian frontline troops
were making roads and
bridges and infrastructures
like that along the Galwan
Valley. And this led to repre-
sentations from the Chinese
side through military and
diplomatic channels.”

“And after these represen-
tations, the Indian side agreed
to withdraw its people and dis-
mantle the infrastructure,
which was across the LAC. And
there was a meeting between
the corps commanders on June
6,” he said.

“And the Indian side com-
mitted that they will not go...
across the water mouth of
Galwan Valley to patrol, or to
raise any infrastructure. But
unfortunately, on the evening
of 15th of June, the Indian
frontline troops broke this con-
sensus that was reached by the
corps commanders meeting.
And they went across the LAC
again. They even violently at-
tacked the Chinese soldiers
who are coming to make rep-

resolved, Army awaits talks

cessing traditional patrolling
limits.

There hasbeen a stalemate
since the last round of Corps
Commander talks at Chushul
on July 14.

Sources said there was mu-
tual pullback of troops, after
the third round of talks on June
30, at all four friction points—
PP 14in Galwan Valley, PP15in
Hot Springs sector, PP 17A in
Gogra Post area, and Finger 4
on the north bank of Pangong
Tso. At PP 17A and Pangong

resentations. And that led to a
very harsh clash, physical clash
between the two sides, and
that led to casualties,” he said.

Asked about casualties on
the Chinese side, he said the in-
cident was unfortunate and
“interpretations” about num-
bers were “not helpful”.

On the delay over the clar-
ification of the LAC, Sun said,
“the original purpose for clari-
fication of LAC is to maintain
peace and tranquility in the
border areas. However, if one
side unilaterally delineates the
LAC, as per its own under-
standing, during negotiations
that could create some new
disputes”. “And that will be a
departure from the original
purpose for clarification of LAC.
So, we hope that the Indian
side could work with the
Chinese in the same direction
and continue to push forward
negotiations for settlement of
settlement framework, in ac-
cordance with the political pa-
rameters or guiding principles
for settlement of China-India
boundary questions,” he said.

Tso, sources said, the disen-
gagement has not been com-
pleted.

Around 50 troops on each
side continue to remain within
akilometre of each other at PP
17A.

In Pangong Tso, the
Chinese, after coming 8 km
west of Finger 8 which India
says marks the LAC, vacated
the Finger 4 base area and
stepped back towards Finger 5.
They continue to occupy the
ridgeline at Finger 4.

armed forces, it suggests they
are working more in tandem
than before,” said a source.

The Army, oniits part, is also
concerned about the rising
number of ceasefire violations
at the Line of Control.

“These are generally aligned
with attempts at infiltration
since the grid tends to become
weaker - everybody goes into
the bunkers,” said an official.
Until June 25, there were as
many as 2,215 ceasefire viola-
tions in J&K compared with
3,168 in the whole of 2019 and
1,629 in 2018. “As many as 26
terrorists have infiltrated in
2020 - the total foreign terror-
istsin the Valley being 90,” said
the source.

Govt call on 4G

On July 26, The Indian
Express reported that the J&K
administration has told the
MHA that it does not have any
objection to restoring 4G serv-
ices. “We have been making (a)
representation for this... [ feel
that 4G will not be a problem. I
am not afraid (of) how
people will use this. Pakistan
will do its propaganda,
whether itis 2G or 4G. It will al-
ways be there... But I don’t see
an issue,” J&K Lieutenant
Governor G C Murmu had told
this newspaper.

On Tuesday, the Centre
sought time from the Supreme
Court to verify Murmu’s re-
marks during a hearing on a pe-
tition filed by an NGO asking
the court to “look into the state-
ment”. The court will hear the
matter on August 7. The govern-
ment had suspended high-
speed Internet in the Valley last
August 5.

“The L-G is not wrong. The
decision to restore 4G in the
Valley is under consideration.

Maybe, the statement was a bit
premature. Security agencies
are not in favour of restoring 4G
network until the anniversary
of the abrogation of Article 370
and Independence Day pass off
peacefully. Right now, emotions
are high in the Valley and
restoration of 4G services may
have law-and-order implica-
tions. A decision may be taken
after August 15,” a Home
Ministry official said.

“Last year, too, it was pro-
posed to be restored by the end
of October since the security
and law-and-order threats
from high-speed mobile
Internet go down with the on-
set of winter. It was felt then
that with four-five months un-
der the belt, things would set-
tle down from April. However,
a go-ahead was not given at
that time,” another official said.

According to officials, the
twin threats from restoring a
high-speed network was that it
would enhance communica-
tion between terror operatives
and lead to law-and-order is-
sues in the form of stone-pelt-
ing, which “tend to be organ-
ised over WhatsApp groups”.

“While terror incidents have
continued to happen with or
without the Internet, the spread
of Covid has ensured that peo-
ple are not gathering in large
numbers in the streets,” the of-
ficial said.

According to figures com-
piled by MHA, till June-end this
year, there were only 40 inci-
dents of stone-pelting in which
a security personnel was in-
jured or a government vehicle
damaged in the Valley. Across
2019, the figure was 666.

Cong veterans

While Gandhi was chairing
the meeting, in attendance

were former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, Ahmed Patel
and former UPA ministers
Chidambaram, A K Antony,
Ghulam Nabi Azad and Anand
Sharma besides Sibal. Some of
the leaders interpreted Satav’s
remarks as an attack against
them.

The meeting also saw a de-
mand for Rahul Gandhi to be
brought back as Congress pres-
ident. Sources said senior
leader Digvijaya Singh made
the demand and found support
from Satav, Assam Congress
chief Ripun Bora, AICC general
secretary Shaktisinh Gohil and
Neeraj Dangi.

The demand for Rahul’s re-
turn had come up at the meet-
ing of the last CWCand a meet-
ing Sonia Gandhi had with Lok
Sabha MPs earlier this month.

Sources said Punjab MP and
veteran party leader Shamsher
Singh Dullo hit back at the
young Turks saying “people
with seniority are being ig-
nored” and “sycophants are be-
ing rewarded.” He said the vet-
erans built the party with their
blood and toil and not the
young leaders. “Sycophancy
prevails in the party and pro-
motion and posts are being
given in the party based on lik-
ing and not on merit and sen-
iority,” Dullo said.

Sources said Punjab MP and
former state Congress presi-
dent Partap Singh Bajwa said
the party should hit the streets.
“You will have to send your
cadres to every nook and cor-
ner of India. They will have to
fight the BJP government on the
streets. It cannot be done on
Twitter, Instagram or
Facebook....” Bajwa is learnt to
have said.

Senior leader Abhishek
Singhvi said the party, instead

of a shoot-and-scoot approach,
should wage a sustained cam-
paign against what he called
was the current subversion of
democratic, parliamentary and
constitutional institutions.

38 years later

Prem Chand had been
charged under Section 16 of the
Prevention of Food
Adulteration Act, 1954. Thirteen
years later, the trial court ac-
quitted him. The Haryana gov-
ernment moved the Punjab and
Haryana High Court, which
took 14 years to convict Prem
Chand of selling turmeric with-
out a licence. The 2009 order
sentenced him to one-month
imprisonment and a fine of
Rs 500.

The next year, Prem Chand
moved the Supreme Court. The
case was listed at the time be-
fore then chief justice of India P
Sathasivam; six CJIs have re-
tired since.

The case came up for regu-
lar hearing before the Supreme
Court in March this year, after
the court fast-tracked criminal
appeals pending for over 10
years and involving a sentence
of less than five years, in a bid
to address the pendency of
cases.

As of July 1, over 60,000
cases were pending before the
Supreme Court, according to its
own report. These included 46
crucial ones that require hear-
ings by a Constitution bench of
at least five judges or more.

The lockdown since March
has reduced hearings in court
to only “urgent” cases, through
video-conferencing.

Ayodhya
that stands at the site. Mahant

Satyendra, who tested negative,
said Das has mild symptoms of

New Delhi

cough and cold and has been
told to self-isolate.

He added, “The other eight
of us at the Ram Lalla temple
have already been tested and
don't have the virus. Asjust one
of us is positive, it will have no
effect on the August 5 event."

Mahant Kamal Nayan Das,
who is heir to the president of
the Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust, that is organising
the bhoomi pujan, also said that
the developments would have
no impact on the August 5
event as Das was not among the
11 priests involved in the
prayers that day.

A senior UP official said,
“This is a 70-acre space. The
pandal for the event is itself
spread over five acres. If the
guest list is below 200, main-
taining social distancing under
the pandal will not be a prob-
lem at all. The position of the
media is demarcated as well.
Our main challenge is to ensure
that uninvited people do not
enter Ayodhya or gather near
the venue."

The state administration has
made an appeal to people to
avoid coming to Ayodhya on
August 5 and plans to seal the
district borders that day. “Only
those commuting for any es-
sential activity will be allowed
entry," a senior police officer
said, adding that police apart
from six companies of the CRPF
already deployed at the site and
four companies of the Rapid
Action Force will be on duty.

Ayodhya DIG Deepak
Kumar said 14 policemen in the
district had been found Covid-
19 positive, four among them
deployed in the Ram
Janmabhoomi area. Of the four,
one is a Local Intelligence Unit
official while three work for the
fire services.

The DIG added that apart
from the normal protocol for a
PM’s visit, Covid norms such as
not allowing more than five
people to gather would be in
place for the event. "The guide-
lines issued by the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs and
state government will be
strictly followed,” he said. A
senior police officer said the
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust would draw up
the final list of guests accord-
ingly, including which four peo-
ple would accompany Modi for
the bhoomi pujan ceremony.
UP administration sources said
the Trust was yet to hand them
the list.

Mahant Satyendra had ear-
lier told The Indian Express that
they planned a simple pro-
gramme, with the PM visiting
the Hanuman Garhi temple and
offering prayers at the Ram
Lalla temple. “He will be given
chandan and prasad and if he
wishes to worship at the tem-
ple, we will help him do so," he
had said.

The bhoomi pujan cere-
mony is to start at 12.15 pm us-
ing a 22.60-kg brick made of
pure silver.

UP has seen over 77,000
cases of Covid, with 1,530
deaths. Ayodhya has recorded
556 cases and six deaths. The
Unlock 3 guidelines issued by
the Centre say “social/ political/
sports/entertainment/aca-
demic/cultural/ religious func-
tions and other large congrega-
tions” shall not be allowed till
August 31.

Jayalibrary
(in Nilgiris). She would ask me
to read, I never did.”
[lavarasi’s daughter ]
Krishnapriya, who was 10
when she moved to Veda
Nilayam with her mother
[lavarasi and brother Vivek
Jayaraman after her father’s
death in 1991, said the late CM
read for at least five hours a day.
“The house had English classics,
novels and fairy tales, which got
me hooked to reading fairly
early on. Alot of those books are

from her film star days,” she
said.

Krishnapriya added that
while after 2000, most of
Jayalalithaa's reading was lim-
ited to news, her love for books
never waned. She said, “The last
book I gave her was Wishes
Fulfilled by Wayne Dyer, when
she was in hospital. Before that,
when she was sent to Bangalore
jail, she asked me to send her
Mahabharata by C
Rajagopalachari. That was the
last Tamil book she read.”

Delhi hotels

under which a chain of budget
hotels operate, described the
decision as a “beginning”.

“It will take time for busi-
ness to revive and we are not
expecting much till the end of
August. But it is a beginning
nonetheless. There will be an
intense staff crunch. However,
the primary challenge will be in
terms of renewing a number of
licences that we require to op-
erate, most importantly, fire li-
cences that have not been re-
newed this entire season,”
Khandelwal said.

According to government
estimates, there are about 55
five-star, 120 four-star, 1,800
three-star and 1500 budget ho-
tels in the city.

The managements of sev-
eral hotels declined to com-
ment on the government's de-
cision, citing the lack of an
official order. However, execu-
tives involved in running many
of these facilities agreed with
Khandelwal that they are not
expecting business till the end
of August.

The management of The
Suryaa, a five-star hotel, said the
decision was “welcome”, espe-
cially since no Covid patient
was shifted to its premises de-
spite the facility being attached
with Holy Family Hospital.

Greesh Bindra, vice-presi-
dent (operations) of The Suryaa
told The Indian Express: “The or-
der on reopening is still
awaited. However, for now, we
can say it is a welcome step.
The reopening involves a lot of
challenges and won’t be at one
go, but gradual. The private of-
fices that operate out of the ho-
tel premises can resume work,
forone.”

Asked about the staff
crunch, a senior executive in
the industry said many hotels
would operate with a limited
capacity. “Say, a hotel has 200
rooms, it will reopen with 50
rooms. Staff will also be called
accordingly. The coffee shops
and the restaurants will be
opened. But business will not
pick up unless bars and pubs
are allowed. Banquet halls
need to be allowed as well and
that will make sense only after
the cap on guests during mar-
riages or social functions are
done away with,” said the ex-
ecutive, who did not wish to be
identified.

Inits June 4 SOP, the Centre
had listed a series of "generic
guidelines”, such as advising
persons above 65 years of age,
those with comorbidities, preg-
nant women and children be-
low the age of 10 to stay at
home. Apart from mandating
the use of masks and sanitisers,
and stressing on social distanc-
ing, the SOP had said that only
asymptomatic staff and guests
would be allowed in hotels.

In its latest guidelines, the
Centre said that schools and
colleges, Metro rail services,
cinema halls, swimming pools,
entertainment parks, theatres,
bars, auditoriums and assem-
bly halls shall continue to re-
main shut until August 31.

“Social/ political/ sports/ en-
tertainment/ academic/ cul-
tural/ religious functions and
other large congregations” will
also not be allowed, it said. For
containment zones, the govern-
ment has extended the severe
curbs in place till August-end.
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Centre to
SC: IIT-B to
sign MoU
for smog
towers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

THE CENTRE Thursday informed
the Supreme Court that IIT-
Bombay, will be signing a
Memorandum of Understanding
with the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) and other
stakeholders for setting up smog
towers in the national capital.

On Wednesday, the apex
court had pulled up the institute
for backing out of the project to
set up smog towers in Delhiina
bid to combat air pollution, and
warned of contempt action
against it.

OnThursday, Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta told the bench,
headed by Justice Arun Mishra,
that “after yesterday’s hearing, we
have been in contact with Indian
Institute of Technology, Bombay,
and an MoU will be signed elec-
tronically with the stakeholders”.

The bench asked Mehta to
place the MoU on record, and
sought to know of the funds re-
quired for the project and the
time needed for its completion.

Mehta pointed out that the
technical aspects would be cov-
ered by IIT-Bombay, and the
parts from Minnesota, United
States, had been imported.

The bench reminded that its
January 13 direction to set up a
smog tower in Anand Vihar had
a three-month deadline at-
tached to it. “Why the order
which directed compliance in
three months was not complied
with?” asked Justice Mishra.

Mehta replied it would take
at least 10 months to complete
the project and said, “I will be
happy ifitis done withinaweek.”

The court asked the Solicitor
General to file a detailed affidavit
touching on various aspects of
execution of the project by
August 3.

Biomedical

waste up
15 times in
June: EPCA

Biomedical waste piled up
at Ghazipur landfill site

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

THE DAILY Covid-19 biomedical
waste generation in Delhi in-
creased by 15 times in June as
compared to the previous month,
and the city is presently produc-
ing more refuse thanits common
biomedical waste treatment fa-
cilities (CBWTF) can treat, data
shared with the Environment
Pollution (Prevention and
Control) Authority (EPCA) shows.

The EPCA submitted areport
to the Supreme Court Monday
which states that a rise in Covid
cases caused a “huge increase”
in biomedical waste in Delhi,
Haryana, Rajasthan and UP.

Delhi has the highest daily
share of biomedical waste gen-
eration out of the four states —
quantity went up from 25 tonnes
per day in May to 372 tonnes per
day in June, which then fell to
349 tonnes per day in July, as per
the data shared with EPCA.

“According to CPCB and state
pollution control boards, the
huge increase in June (in the four
NCR states) was also because bio-
medical waste from households
and quarantine centres was not
being segregated,” it states.

In a meeting on July 24, the
North and South MCDs told
EPCA that they were sending
Covid-19 waste from houses and
quarantine centres to waste-to-
energy (WTE) plants and not to
the CBWTEF, as per guidelines.

A North MCD spokesperson
said, “We are going to look into
what has been pointed out and
try to follow as far as possible.”

REFERS DISPUTE TO PRESIDENT

L-G overturns Cabinet move to
appoint lawyers inriots cases

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

LT-GOVERNOR ANIL Baijal
Thursday overturned the Delhi
Cabinet’s decision to appoint a
panel of lawyers of its own
choice to argue the February ri-
ots cases in the High Court and
Supreme Court, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal's office said.

Baijal invoked Article
239AA(4) of the Indian
Constitution and referred the
dispute to the President of India.
In the interim, the panel of
lawyers chosen by Delhi Police
and approved by Baijal will ar-
gue the cases.

“The L-Ginvoked special pow-
ers granted to him under the
Constitution. The Home
Department has been ordered to
approve the panel chosen by the
Delhi Police. The Delhi govern-
mentwill now have toimplement
the order at any cost as it is man-
dated by the Constitution," a state-
ment from the CM’s office said.

The Northeast Delhi riots claimed at least 53 lives between
February 23 and February 26. Archive

The Northeast Delhi riots
claimed atleast 53 lives between
February 23 and February 26.
There were scores of injuries,
widespread arson, and damage
to property.

Delhi Police proposed to the
Delhi government to appoint six
senior lawyers, including
Solicitor General of India Tushar
Mehta and Additional Solicitor

3 who robbed DU st

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 30

THREE MEN were arrested by
Delhi Police’s Crime Branch
Thursday for allegedly looting
cash and jewellery from a Delhi
University staffer’s house, while
holding him and his 63-year-old
mother hostage at gunpoint. The
incident took place at Nehru Vihar
on Monday.

Police said the men, Md Chand
(30),Javed (31)and Salim, have no
previous cases against them. Two
of their associates are on the run.

The three arrested men, with
the Delhi Police team. Express

Police said Chand lost his job dur-
ing thelockdown, while Javed was
in debt as he spent money on his

General Aman Lekhi, as Special
Public Prosecutors in the Delhi
High Court and Supreme Court
in 85 cases related to riots and
anti-CAA -protests.

The government had op-
posed the proposal, which had
the L-G’s backing. The matter
was placed before the Cabinet on
Tuesday based on the directions
of the L-G, who could not invoke

sister’s wedding,

In his complaint, Sunil
Sharma, an assistant clerk at the
examination branch of DU, said he
and his mother were alone at
home, while his wife and their
children were at Bhajanpura.

Police said the five men en-
tered the first-floor house on
Monday. Two of them threatened
thevictimsatgunpoint. Whenthe
elderly woman resisted, police
said, the accused hit her on the
head with their pistol. Sharma al-
leged in his complaint, “They also
slapped and punched me.Iwasin-
juredinmy neck, faceand hands."

Article 239AA(4)till the Cabinet
had taken a position on the issue.
The Cabinet rejected the
panel chosen by police, saying,
“There have been allegations that
the investigations of Delhi Police
in these cases are biased and not
impartial. The judiciary has also
made adverse remarks against
Delhi Police investigations on
several occasions. Therefore, in
order to ensure that all facts are
presented before the Hon'ble
judges, itis extremely critical that
the government advocates are
independent of the Police.”

The Cabinet’s decision set the
stage for Baijal to invoke Article
239AA(4), citing “differences of
opinion” with the elected gov-
ernment.

Inastatement, the Delhi gov-
ernment had targeted the L-G for
his “repeated interferences” in
the matter. The L-G had previ-
ously invoked Article 239AA(4)
after asimilar dispute arose over
the appointment of public pros-
ecutors to argue the riots cases
in the lower courts.

affer, mother held

Two other men entered the
house, went to the bedroom and
took cash and gold jewellery
worth around Rs 14 lakh. Sharma
and his mother were tied up with
bedsheets and beaten up.

DCP (Crime Branch) Rakesh
Paweriya said, “We identified a
few suspects and raided possible
hideouts in Loni and Hapur. On
Thursday, we received informa-
tion that the accused would come
to Chand Bagh and leave for UP.
Our team caught three of the ac-
cused from Wazirabad road,” he
said. Police also recovered Rs 3.7
lakhin cash.

Diesel prices dip in capital
as govt rolls back tax hike

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

THE PRICE of diesel will come
down by Rs 8.36 per litre in the
capital with the Delhi govern-
ment rolling back its decision —
taken in May — to hike tax on
the fuel.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal announced that the
rate of VAT on diesel was being
brought back to 16.75 per cent
from 30 per cent. The decision
was taken in a Cabinet meeting
Thursday morning.

“The price of diesel wasRs 82
per litre on Wednesday. After the
reduction of VAT, the new price
will be Rs 73.64 per litre,”
Kejriwal said, describing
the move as a significant step to
bring the economy back on track.

On May 5, the Delhi govern-
ment had increased VAT from 27
per cent to 30 per cent on petrol
and from 16.75 per cent to 30
per cent on diesel. The decision
was taken to generate revenue
as the economy had to come to
a halt due to the lockdown.

The CM said the move will
help revive the economy

The hiked VAT on petrol has
notbeen lowered. Petol is being
sold at Rs 80.47 per litre in the
capital.

“Our main challenge now is
to get the economy back on
track. Many businesses are shut,
industries are shut. This decision
to lower VAT is an important step
towards reviving the economy.
We were getting representations
from trade bodies that the high
price of diesel was a source of

difficulty,” Kejriwal said.

The CM said that over the last
one week, the Delhi government
has taken several measures to
boost the economy. The meas-
ures he listed included the
launch of ajob portal and allow-
ing street vendors to resume
business. “lam very happy that it
has just been three-four days
since we started the job portal.
Around 7,577 companies have
registered on the portal, 2,04,785
jobs have been advertised here,
and 3,22,865 job seekers have
applied on the portal,” he said.

Kejriwal once again ap-
pealed to traders, industrialists,
and businessmen in the city to
“join hands” to revive Delhi’s
economy. “Iwant to appeal to all
shopkeepers, traders and indus-
trialists to open their shops and
industries, maintain social dis-
tancing and wear masks but
restart their operations and
work. In the coming days, [ will
be meeting many industrialists
and traders through video con-
ferencing on Zoom and will try
to resolve any issues that they
are facing,” he said.
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Eligibility Criteria :

Passport, Age : Below 25 Years

2. Asia’s first Ship-in-campus facility.
3. Engine Room Simulator.

7. Life Boat training facility.

B.Tech. Marine Engineering
B.Sc. Nautical Science
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Qualifying in IMU-CET is Mandatory
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‘NEP’S BIGGEST FLAW IS ENCOURAGING PVT EDUCATION’

Sisodia red flags new education policy:
‘Highly regulated and poorly funded’

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

DEPUTY CHIEF Minister Manish
Sisodia Thursday said the New
Education Policy (NEP) provided
for a “highly regulated and
poorly funded” education
model. He said the biggest flaw
of NEP was that it “ran away
from the responsibility” of pro-
viding quality education in gov-
ernment schools while encour-
aging private school education.
Addressinga press conference,
Sisodia, whoisalso the Education
Minister, read out an excerpt from
the NEP, which said “private phil-
anthropic efforts for quality edu-
cation will be encouraged”. “Inall
progressive countries, the educa-
tion system is largely dependent
on a strong government school
system. But here, they are encour-
aging private education. Thisis the
biggest flaw of NEP,” he said.
Onthe higher education front,
Sisodia said the focus on MDHEI
(multi-disciplinary higher educa-
tionalinstitutions) was problem-
atic: “According to NEP, all univer-
sities will be mandatorily made

— BRIEFLY —

Docs’ body
writestoCM

New Delhi: The
Federation of Resident
Doctors’ Association
wrote a letter to CM
Arvind Kejriwal regard-
ing health insurance
cover for doctors con-
tracting Covid-19. It also
requested expediting the
ex-gratia compensation
to the family of a junior
resident doctor at BSA
hospital who recently
died after contracting the
virus.

Man falls off

building, saved

New Delhi: A 40-year-old
man, who accidentally fell
from the fourth floorof an
apartment building and
got stuck on an iron grill,
was rescued by police
Wednesday. Police said
the man was taking the
stairs when the railing
broke during the rain.

HC asks DU
forclarityon
scribes for
blind students

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court said it was the re-
sponsibility of DU to
make writers available for
visually impaired stu-
dents taking the online
open book exam. “On the
next date of hearing
(August 5), DU shall clar-

ify the position...,” the
bench said. ENS
Womanjumps

off building

Noida: A 62-year-old
woman died Thursday
after she allegedly
jumped off her 19th-
floor apartment in
Noida’s Sector 78. PTI

STUCK IN MORIGAON AMID FLOODS

multi-disciplinary in 15-20
years... Thereis aneed for MDHEISs
but don’t destroy specific univer-
sities. You're saying you'll teach
acting in IITs, produce engineers
from FTII. How will this happen?
World over, there is the impor-
tance of sector-specific universi-
ties... We cannot destroy such in-
stitutes in our romanticism of
multi-disciplinarism.”

Sisodia said that while the pol-
icy states there should be freeand
compulsory education from nurs-
ery to class XII like under RTE, it
alsosaid how this will be achieved
would be examined later. “You've
brought NEP after 34 years, took
six years to frame the policy, and
even now you're saying it will be
examined later. Then what was
the leadership of BJP doing for the
last six years?” he said.

Sisodia also hit out at the NEP
for its stand on board exams. “It
says board exams will be made
easier... The point was to focus on
cognitive capabilities rather than
rote learning abilities. The entire
education system, including the
board, is geared towards the lat-
ter... On this account, the policy
has failed. There is no impor-

Sisodia and Atishi at the press conference Thursday. Amit Mehra

tance of board exams anymore;
the entire world has moved to-
wards continuous evaluation,
but we are still stuck in our old
ways,” he said.

While lauding the NEP for
promoting vocational courses,
he said there was no work done
to increase their value in higher
education: “In DU admissions,
vocational subjects don’t count
for anything. Then why will stu-
dents take these subjects?”
Sisodia also lamented the ab-
sence of sports in the policy.

He, however, appreciated cer-
tain aspects like the decision to
change the name of HRD Ministry
to Education Ministry, including
breakfast as part of mid-day meal
and decision to use mother
tongue as the medium for educa-
tionin the early years.

He also said that the NEP was
“progressive and forward-look-
ing in that it accepts the chal-
lenges and flaws in the current
education system and talks
about what should be done to
address it”. However, he said it

had two problems

“Firstly, it is unable to break
away from the burden of the tra-
ditional educational system.
Secondly, the policy is silent or
confused about how it will
achieve solutions to the current
problems,” he said.

The Deputy CM also said the
“policy provides for a highly reg-
ulated and poorly funded edu-
cation model”.

Explaining highly regulated,
Sisodia said NEP talks of a sepa-
rate education department,
Directorate of Education, regula-
tory authority, and education
commission which he said would
“keep clashing with each other”.

Onwhy it was poorly funded,
he said, “NEP says that 6% of GDP
should be spent on education.
This has been said from the time
of Kothari Commission of 1966
and repeated in NEP. But it is
silent on how this will be
achieved. It also says budget
spending on education will be
taken from 10% to 20% but does-
n’t say how. There will have to be
alaw that government and state
governments have to spend 6%
of GDP on education.”

\‘.

HC: Why insist on physical
presence to reglster workers?

PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

THE DELHI High Court Thursday
did not concur with the Delhi
Building and Other Construction
Workers Welfare Board’s insis-
tence on physical presence of
construction workers for re-
newal of their registration, ob-
serving that many labourers
have already returned to their
villages amid the pandemic and
shut down of construction sites.
A bench of Justices Vipin
Sanghi and Rajnish Bhatnagar
also did not agree with the
Board’s contention that the relax-
ation of physical presence will
lead to allegations that it did not
discharge its duty efficiently.
“..Firstly, it is our suggestion
that the verification process
should be undertaken on tele-
phone or through video-call.
Secondly, the guidelines... state
that the process of verification be
undertaken online, telephonically
or through video-call... Physical
verification may also leave out
many construction workers who
are entitled to renewal of regis-
tration, since many of them have
gone back to their native places
onaccount of lockdown,” it said.
The bench said that if the
“physical verification is insisted
upon, all such workers would not
be able torenew their registration
and receive their ex-gratia
amount, till they return to Delhi.
It may not happen for months...”

HC said most labourers have returned home. Amit Mehra

It ordered the 25 advocates,
who have been engaged as field
verification officers for verify-
ing applications for renewal of
registration, to start their work
“forthwith”.

Applications for fresh regis-
trations and renewals were re-
ceived from May 15 to June 29,
after a reduction in the number
of workers registered with the
board between 2015 and 2020
came under the HC's scanner fol-
lowing a report in The Indian
Express, based on a PIL by activist
Sunil Kumar Aledia.

With the number of active
workers registered with the
board in Delhi coming down
from over 5 lakh to around
40,000, many could not avail the
lockdown assistance of Rs 5,000
each disbursed in April and May
from the cess fund.

Govt forms panels to
inspect hospitals with
most Covid deaths

CORONAVIRUS IN THE CAPITAL
TOTAL CASES Total Vacant
.-I 3 4 403 HOSPITAL BEDS | 14,533 | 11,596
= VENTILATORS | 1,218 | 823
Dailycases Recoveries Deaths  Tests
July 29 1,035 1,126 26 17,392
July 30 1,093 1,091 29 19,475
Total 10,743~ 119,724 3,936 |10,13,694
CRYST AL CLE AR *Total active cases
Clear skies over Akshardham Temple after rain, Thursday. Praveen Khanna the last 24 hours. The number
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE  of active cases in the city on

Wife of doctor who died of
Covid hopes for ]Ob in Delhi

SOMYALAKHANI
NEW DELHI,JULY 30

TEN DAYS after Dr Javed Ali (42),
a contractual doctor with Delhi
government’s National Health
Mission, succumbed to Covid-19,
his family was paid a visit by
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal,
who handed over aRs 1 crore
cheque to them.

Kejriwal tweeted, “In the time
of coronavirus, our doctors are
treating patients without caring
about their own life. Recently, co-
rona warrior Dr Javed Ali passed
away due to Covid. Met his fam-
ily...and handed over the cheque
ofRs 1 crore. In the future too, we
will take care of his family.”

Dr Aliwas deployed ata Covid
care centre, a quarantine centre,
and a sero surveillance centre
since March. After a three-week
battle with the virus, he passed
away on July 20.He s survived by
his wife, Dr Heena, and their two

Kejriwal handed over aRs 1 crore cheque to Dr Javed Ali’s wife

childrenaged 6 and 12. Dr Heena
said, “The CM handled this very
sensitively. He paid his respects
to my husband, and promised us
his support in the future.”

After Dr Ali passed away,
Dr Heena quit her job at a
private hospital in Haryana’s
Ballabhgarh, where she was a gy-
naecologist. She said, “My hus-
band and daughter lived in Delhi.

My son and I in Ballabhgarh. Dr
AliandI'had adeal thatIwill work
at the hospital for two years,
move back to Delhi by 2021 and
find a job. The four of us used to
meet over the weekend. He was
very supportive of my ambition
but now he’s gone... I can no
longer have a hectic schedule.
Kejriwalji said he will try to help
me out with ajob in Delhi now.”

Govt revises
antigen test
protocol

New Delhi: The Delhi govern-
ment has amended the testing
strategy used for rapid antigen
tests, after the Delhi High Court
raised the issue and asked why
the government was choosing
RAT, which has a high rate of
false-negative results, over the
RT-PCR method.

The health department
deleted ‘all patients admitted
with Severe Acute Respiratory
Illness (SARI) from the high-risk
group of individuals who are
compulsory required to be
tested for Covid-19 using RAT.

This means that those com-
ing with SARI symptoms to
healthcare facilities will not be
tested through rapid antigen
test,amove whichis expected to
lower the number of RAT tests.

RT-PCR is considered to be
the gold standard for testing,
with an accuracy of 60%. Rapid
antigen tests provide results
within 30 minutes and has an
accuracy of 40%. ENS

NEW DELHI, JULY 30

THE DELHI government
Thursday set up four commit-
tees of medical specialists to in-
spect hospitals that reported a
large percentage of Covid-19 fa-
talities in the city, and suggest
ways to reduce mortality rate.

“It has been observed that
the percentage of Covid deaths
vis-a-vis admissions and the
percentage of Covid deaths in
wards of 11 hospitals, govern-
ment and private, was on the
higher side during the period
July 1-23,2020,” said the order
signed by Delhi Health
Secretary Padmini Singla.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal tweeted, “The deaths
due to corona in Delhi have
come down. But it has to be re-
duced further. Today, we
formed four committees of doc-
tors which will inspect these
hospitals and give suggestions:
1) where there are still more
deaths, 2) where there are more
deaths in wards, which means
the patient was not taken to ICU
ontime.”

On Thursday, Delhi recorded
1,093 fresh cases, taking the
tally to 1,34,403, while the
death toll climbed to 3,936 with
29 more fatalities recorded in

Thursday was 10,743, down
from 10,770 the previous day.

The city also conducted 5,531
RT PCR/CBNAAT/TrueNat test
and 13,944 rapid antigen tests in
the last 24 hours.

The four committees, com-
prising four specialists each -
two from internal medicine and
as many from anaesthesia - have
been constituted for inspecting
the hospitals to examine
whether standard protocols are
being followed in treatment of
Covid patients.

The medical specialists have
been drawn from facilities, in-
cluding Lok Nayak Hospital, Lal
Bahadur Shastri Hospital, RML
Hospital, and Maulana Azad
Medical College. The hospitals to
be inspected include GTB
Hospital, Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital, Fortis Escorts Heart
Institute, and Max Hospital,
Saket, the order said.

The committees will also ex-
amine the reason behind higher
percentage of Covid-19 deaths
at these hospitals as well as the
cause of death of patients, if any,
said the order.

The committees shall submit
their reports directly to the
Principal Secretary of the Delhi
health department, latest by
August 3.

The Delhi government addi-
tional standing counsel Sanjoy
Ghose and advocate Urvi Mohan,
appearing for Delhi government
and the Board, informed the court
that they aggressively set up ver-
ification camps at construction
sitesas most workers do not have
smartphones. “That will obviate
the kind of hardship. The kind of
inconvenience to the workers,”
Ghose submitted.

To which, the bench re-
sponded, “My registered mobile
may not have that facility. (But) [
can certainly borrow from co-
workers or my superior’s phone
for that purpose, to makea call or
to talk (for verification)...”

It further observed that there
is a guideline in place for just an
audio call or you can also go for
the video call for verification of
the details.

Free ration:
Paswan
takes on
AAP govt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

DESCRIBING AAP government’s
announcement of free ration to
poor till November this year as
“misleading”, Union Minister of
Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution Ram Vilas
Paswan Thursday said all the
schemes mentioned by the Delhi
government have already been
launched by the Centre “for the
welfare of the poor”.

“The Delhi government has
announced that it will give free
ration to the poor till
November. This is not a Delhi
government scheme. Under the
Government of India’s
PMGKAY scheme, free food-
grain is being provided to NFSA
beneficiaries from April to
November,” Paswan tweeted.

His comments came days af-
ter the Delhi government an-
nounced that all PDS cardhold-
ersin the national capital will get
free ration till November 2020.

“Now, the Delhi government
will be providing PDS ration to
NFSA beneficiaries for the next
five months, including July,
August, September, October and
up to November, free of cost,”
reads a statement issued by
Delhi’s Food and Civil Supply
Minister’s office on July 8.

Paswan said, “The announce-
ment by the Delhi government
that it will give free ration till
November is misleading.”

Paswan, in a tweet tagging
the Prime Minister, further said:
“The Delhi government should
indicate the additional assis-
tance that is being made in ad-
dition to NFSA and PMGKAY.
Whatever it is announcing, all
these schemes have been
launched by the Centre for the
welfare of the poor.”

How a boat, a video call helped connect Delhi doc to Assam patient

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

A FISHING boat, a mobile phone
and a doctor sitting 2,000 km
away — the three came to the res-
cue of Lalchand Bishwas (45) who
suffers from a liver ailment and
was stuck at hishome in Assam’s
Morigaon district amid floods.
Bishwas was diagnosed with
liver cirrhosis in February and re-
quired regular medical attention.
As the nationwide lockdown was

1mposed he was following direc-
tions given by doctors after his di-
agnosis. In June, his condition
started to worsen and he com-
plained of breathlessness, drowsi-
ness, and pain in the abdomen.
Bishwas lives with his family
inJengporivillage and has noin-
ternetaccess. Earlier this month,
his friend, Mofisur Rehman (35),
a pharmacist, went to meet him
and realised his condition was
critical. Rehman then saw a pre-
scription that would offer hope.
“The prescription had contact

details of a doctor. His condition
was turning critical and medical
facilities in the area were not op-
erational because of the floods.
Taking a chance, I dialled the doc-
tor’s number and he responded.
The doctor asked me to arrange
avideo call to understand his
medical condition,” he said.

But that was easier said than
done. There was no internet con-
nectivity in the village and floods
meant getting out was nearly im-
possible. Rehman and Bishwas'’s
family decided to take him on a

boatand row till they found inter-
net connectivity and made a call.
Dr Ushast Dhir, who works in
the Department of Liver
Transplantation and Surgical
Gastroenterology at Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital, was on the line.
“l have been visiting
Guwahati and conducting liver
OPD every month for the past

year. The last OPD was on
February 29, where I met this pa-
tient. He was getting better but
there could not be a follow-up
due to the pandemic,” he said.
Rehman followed the in-
structions given by Dhir and ex-
amined his friend — all on the
small boat. But for Dhir, another
challenge was the language bar-
rier and the help needed to ad-

Lalchand Bishwas was minister injections and enema.
diagnosed with liver Off and on, the video call
cirrhosis in February lasted around 6 hours. “I would
explain the process to his friend,

New Delhi |

who would explain it to the pa-
tient’s wife. He did well. We
wanted to save him from going
intoacoma...He was drowsy and
feeling uncomfortable,” Dhir said.

Bishwas has been stabilised
and will be called to Delhi for
treatment once the situation is
normal. “We have been in touch
through telecounselling on a
regular basis. The hospital has
also arranged medicines for a
month and sent them to his vil-
lage,” D S Rana, chairperson
(Board of Management), SGRH.
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Managing the pandemic in Dehradun

The local administration has handled the situation skilfully by
taking tough decisions and implementing guidelines across the district

HE whole world is now affected by the
COVID-19 epidemic. In mid-March, the
country launched a united war against
the virus. A country-wide lockdown was initiated
in an attempt to control the spread of the deadly
COVID-19 virus. While it has affected our daily
lives, we also need to realise that the move has
helped save millions of lives across India. Other
countries around the world, which have not
taken any serious steps like lockdown, are more
affected than us by this epidemic today.
Like the entire country, it was not easy to en-
sure the lockdown of everything except essential
services in a state like Uttarakhand.

their basic needs taken care of so that the citi-
zens feel safe and secure. The Dehradun district
administration has been particularly effective
in managing the lockdown situation. They res-
urrect the city of Dehradun, distributing food
kits to ensure that everyone in the district needs
to survive the epidemic irrespective of eco-
nomic back ground, caste, gender or age. They
have demonstrated great management by tak-
ing tough calls and implementing guidelines
across the district. They have collaborated with
others to ensure that the basic needs of citizens
are not affected.

Then while it was risky for the citizens to go to
the market, the administration brought the
market to them and significantly reduced the
risk of the virus. Access to vegetables and all es-
sential commodities were ensured for all fami-
lies while maintaining social distance and simi-
lar measures.

Rules and legislation were strictly enforced to
control the number of positive cases in the dis-
trict. To facilitate dedicated and efficient han-
dling of all issues, Doon Smart City Limited was
made the nodal agency, providing the depart-
ment with authority to ensure that citizens

strictly follow the rules laid down. The depart-
ment also ensures that vehicle passes are is-
sued for travel and for any other requirement, if
necessary, and no one violates the rules. In this
way all the people are like a special task force
working tirelessly to make the district safe and
virus free.

Dehradun District Magistrate Shri Ashish
Shrivastava has shown tremendous courage
and self-confidence during this period. It is a re-
flection of the dedication and commitment.
Many citizens have praised the district admin-
istration through social media.

'=

DM Message

Dehradun's recovery
rate is better than the
country's average
recovery rate

HE testing rate of

state capital

Dehradun has now
become better than before.
Currently the situation is
under control. The recovery
rate in Dehradun is better
than the average recovery
rate in the country. At this
time, the patientis not
coming in the district from
an unknown source. There are 18000 tests per million
population in Dehradun district.

Active surveillance is being done at various levels in
the district, Total surveillance for the entire population
once. Inview of the prevention of COVID-19 disease,
the district is divided into 9 sectors, along with Asha
and Anganwadi workers, sector officers are being de-
ployed, they will monitor and report their investiga-
tion.Asha and Aganbadi workers have checked entire
population twice and third round is going on. Through
the information about the health of the people quaran-
tined home and the health information of the people
who have returned home after recovering from the
COVID-19 infection, information is being taken on the
phone by contacting the people with sickness of the
district.

3 call centers have been established in Dehradun
for complete monitoring. Apart from taking health in-
formation through call centers, people are also being
made aware.

Sanitization campaign is now being run in Dehradun
city every Saturday and Sunday.

Dr. Ashish Kumar Srivastava /AS,
District Magistrate Dehradun

Dehradun, being the capital of the state,
is also an important city for the country,
where the most important institutions of
the country are located, through which
many important services are provided to
the country. With a population of over
16,96,694 people in Dehradun, trying to
ensure the welfare of every citizen was a
challenge for the local administration.
Though the lockdown brought life to a
standstill for the common man, in such a

THE DOUBLING
RATE OF
PATIENTS HAS
INCREASED
FROM 24TO

38 DAYS

situation there are others who have to
work in double shifts. They are our true
hero. They are our own Corona warriors.
In Dehradun, the frontline district ad-
ministration officials, police, all necessary
workers, farmers, scavengers, NGOs and
citizens, who have been fully and united,
have helped control the spread of the virus.
This is the reason why the doubling rate
of corona patients in Dehradun has in-
creased from 24 days to 38 days, which is
better than the recovery rate of the country.
Itis only when the local authorities take
over and ensure that all the citizens have
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NAINITAL BANK

(A Premier Scheduled Commercial Bank Established in 1922 & A Subsidiary of Bank of Baroda)

On the Auspicious Occasion of

99

DAY BRIy

Opening of its 145 Branch at —
Jail Road Crossing, Haldwani (Nainital)
EXPRESSES GRATITUDE TO ALL CUSTOMERS AND WELL WISHERS

Message

FOUNDATION [ .+

One of Our Founders

Bharat Ratna
Pt. Govind Ballabh Pant

31¥ July, 2020 is the auspicious occasion of 99" Foundation Day of NAINITAL BANK. [
pay my heartiest and humble tributes to Hon'ble Bharat Ratna late Pt. Govind Ballabh
Pant ji and other founder fathers and convey my sincere gratitude to all our customers,
shareholders, stake holders, staff members and all well-wishers. Nainital bank is the
only premier commercial Bank originated from the state of Uttarakhand.

The objective of the Bank is to become the first Digital and Techno Savvy Bank of
Uttarakhand. Bank is in process to initiate state of the art technological services to its
customers by implementing the highly sophisticated and advanced system Finacle 10.x
CBS platform. In addition, the Bank will procure technologies and systems that will
enhance the customers overalljourney with the Bankin the decades to come.

The Bank proposes to have dominant presence in the state of Uttarakhand and also
expand in four other operative northern Indian States namely Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Delhi & NCR and will endeavour to take the number of Branches from
144 at present to +200 Branches and to increase its total business 20000 crore till

b 2023.

I look forward for your continuous patronage as the Bank will enter shortly into its
centenary year celebrations.

Dream it - get it
Quick and Easy

With sincere greetings,

Dinesh Pant

Chairman & Chief Executive Officer

NAINL GOLD LOAN
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Available
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GOVT & POLITICS

covered, one is perfectly fine.

STRONG MESSAGE

SOME IN the government admit there is a need for awareness to
remove the stigma against Covid-19 patients and those who
have recovered. While calls from public figures like actors
Amitabh Bachchan and Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan to deal withit as just another disease have been
appreciated, some ministers are taking extra steps to convey the
message. One such move was made by Union minister Prakash
Javadekar. PIB Director General K S Dhatwalia was apprehen-
sive about sharing a dais for a cabinet briefing as he had recov-
ered from coronavirus infection. But Javadekar insisted that
Dhatwalia be seated with him to send the message that once re-

NEW PosT

MORE RUMBLINGS

WHILE THE crisis in the Rajasthan Congress is far from over, it is
said there are rumblings in the Jharkhand Congress as well. The
Congress shares power with the JMM in the state. A section of
Congress MLAs is demanding the removal of the state Congress
chief Rameshwar Oraon. At least three of them have landed in
Delhi and met Ahmed Patel, and are learnt to have urged him to
implement the one-man-one-post policy in Jharkhand. Oraon
is the state Finance Minister apart from being PCC chief.

HARDIK SATISHCHANDRA Shah, a 2010-batch Gujarat cadre
IAS officer, will be the new Private Secretary to the Prime
Minister. The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet ap-
proved the appointment of Shah, said an order issued by the
Department of Personnel and Training. He is currently posted
as Deputy Secretary in the PMO. He will replace Rajeev Topno,
a1996-batch Gujarat cadre IAS officer, who was appointed
senior advisor to the World Bank Executive Director last month.

In SC, UGC firm on
direction to conduct
final exams by Sept

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI,JULY 30

THE UNIVERSITY Grants
Commission (UGC) on Thursday
stood by its direction to universi-
tiesand institutions to conduct fi-
nal-year exams by September-
end, saying the “Revised
Guidelines” of July 6, 2020 offer
“sufficient flexibility” and are in-
tended “to protect the academic
future of students”.

In an affidavit filed in the
Supreme Court, the UGCreferred
to its July 6 guidelines and said
they “adequately account for the
evolving situation of the Covid-19
pandemic because they (a) pro-
vide sufficient time till the end of
September 2020 to conduct the fi-
nal year/ terminal semester ex-
aminations after following the
prescribed protocols and proce-
duresrelating to Covid-19; (b)give
sufficient  flexibility  to
Universities/ institutions to con-
ductsuch examinationsinonline,
offline (penand paper) orblended
(online + offline) mode; and (c)
provide for an examination
through special chance for stu-
dents who for whatsoever the
reason(s)may be are unable toap-
pear for the examinations...”

The UGC also said that the
guidelines “have to be adopted
and applied by all Universities/ in-
stitutions in the country (includ-
ing State Universities)”.

It further said “therefore, the

‘We are

THE NEW High Commissioner of
UKin India, SIR PHILIP BARTON,
served as the Director General in
the Cabinet Office working on the
UK’s long-term response to the
Covid-19 crisis before his arrival
inIndia six weeks ago. On his first
virtual visit to Mumbai on
Wednesday, he discussed arange
of issues, from the response to
the Covid-19 crisis, UK’s new im-
migration policy to laying the
building blocks for a Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) with India.
Excerpts from an interview with
MAYURA JANWALKAR:

What have your discussions
been with the Indian
government over the

decision of certain state govern-
ments” like Maharashtra and
Delhi “to either cancel the termi-
nal semester/ final year examina-
tions for UG/PG students and/or
to graduate such students and
confer degrees without appearing
for the final year/ terminal semes-
ter examinations is plainly con-
trary to the UGC's Guidelines”.

The UGC said it “has issued
such guidelines to protect the
academic future of students
across the country which will be
irreparably damaged if their fi-
nal year: terminal semester ex-
aminations are not held, while
also keeping in mind their
health and safety”.

The affidavit, filed inresponse
to petitions challenging the guide-
lines, noted that the guidelines
were drawn up followingareport
by a committee under the chair-
manship of Professor R C Kuhad,
Vice-Chancellor, Central
University, Haryana, and pub-
lished “in consultation with the
Universities or other bodies con-
cerned” as mandated by Section
12 of UGCAct.

The guidelines first issued on
April 29 required the exams to be
held in July. However, in view of
the evolving situation of the Covid
pandemicand lockdown, the UGC
requested the committee torevisit
the guidelines. It said the MHA
“has also permitted” the conduct
of the exams and the matter af-
fects the standards of higher edu-
cation in the country.

TEHELKA STING OP CASE

Hrs after trial court order, HC
stays 4-yr jail for Jaya Jaltly

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 30

THE DELHI High Court on
Thursday stayed a four-year rigor-
ous imprisonment sentence
awarded by a lower court to for-
mer Samata Party president Jaya
Jaitly in a 2001 case related to a
sting operation by Tehelka maga-
zine fora purported defence deal.

Jaitly and two others were
chargesheeted after Tehelka aired
the sting, “Operation Westend”,
showing them purportedly ac-
cepting bribes from its reporters
— who posed as representatives
of afictitious company — for sup-
ply orders from the Army for
hand-held thermal imagers.

Of the three sentenced by the
lower court earlier in the day, Jaitly
had moved the High Court.

Justice Suresh Kumar Kait
stayed the order considering the
factthat the “appellant (Jaitly) was
not arrested in the present case”.

Three new
ministers in
Himachal
Cabinet

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, JULY 30

THE HIMACHAL Pradesh council
of ministers was expanded
Thursday with the induction of
three new members, taking the
Cabinet’s strength to 12. Thisis the
first Cabinet expansion under the
Jai Ram Thakur-led government
which came to power in 2017.

Those inducted as Cabinet
ministers include Paonta Sahib
MLA Sukh Ram Chaudhary,
Nurpur MLA Rakesh Pathaniaand
Ghumarwin MLA Rajinder Garg.

Governor Bandaru Dattatreya
administered the oath of office to
the new ministersatafunctionat
the Raj Bhawan. Covid-19 proto-
cols were in place at the event.
Those present included Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur, newly-
appointed BJP state president
Suresh Kashyap, Cabinet cabinet
ministers and senior government
officials.

While Chaudhary and Garg
took oath in Hindji, Pathania took
oath in English.

A reshuffle of portfolios can
now be expected, CM Thakur later
said, adding that he himself holds
anumber of departments and
would like to see his burden eased.
“It's now a well-balanced council
of ministers,” he said.

The three ministerial posts
had been lying vacant for long.
One of the posts fell vacant in
February, when Vipin Parmar re-
signed as the health and family
welfare minister to take over as
the Assembly Speaker. The post
of the Speaker had fallen vacant
following the appointment of
Parmar’s predecessor Rajeev
Bindal as the state BJP president.
The other two posts fell vacant
last year.

The CM said that the mon-
soon session of the Assembly
may be convened in September
but only if the pandemic subsides
in the state.

As per norms, the Assembly
session has tobe convened atleast
once in six months, he said,
adding that the budget session
hadbeenadjourned on March 23,
sothe nextsession should be con-
vened before September 23.

JayaJaitly

“However,” Justice Kait noted,
“without commenting on the
merits of appeal, | am of the view
that the appellant deserves sus-
pension of sentence during pen-
dency of the appeal.”

The High Court also ordered
that Jaitly be released on bail on
furnishing a personal bond of Rs
50,000 with two sureties of the
like amount, and directed that she
ensure her presence during the
time of hearing the appeal.

Jaitly, along with Major
General S P Murugai (retd) and
former Samata Party leader Gopal
Pacherwal, were held guilty of
corruption and criminal conspir-
acy by the trial court on July 21.

Early Thursday afternoon,

Special Judge Virender Bhat sen-
tenced the three to four-year im-
prisonment, and imposed a fine
of Rs 1 lakh each on Jaitly and
Murugai, and Rs 50,000 on
Pacherwal.

While deciding on sentencing,
Judge Bhat quoted Kautilya in
Arthashastraand said a well-con-
sidered and just punishment
makes people devoted to right-
eousness, while unjust punish-
ment excites the society’s fury.
“Whoever imposes severe pun-
ishment becomes repulsive to
people while he who awards mild
punishment, becomes con-
temptible. The ruler just with the
rodis honoured. Whendiscerned
punishment is given, it endows
the subject with spiritual good,
material well-being and pleasure
of the senses,” the court said.

Judge Bhat observed that the
“virus of corruption which hasen-
gulfed the entire fabric of our so-
ciety is becoming a major obsta-
cle in the growth and

development of our nation”.

The court noted, “In a demo-
cratic system, when the public of-
fices and public institutions are
misused for private advantage,
they lose their legitimacy.
Corruption not only corrodes the
social fabric of the society but also
depletes national wealth. Courts
also need to play a vital role in
such efforts by dealing sternly
with persons... which would de-
terother public servants fromin-
dulging in corrupt deals.”

According to CBI, whichinves-
tigated the case, Jaitly entered a
criminal conspiracy with Murugai,
Pacherwal and Surender Kumar
Surekha —whoeventually turned
approver — in 2000-01 and ob-
tained Rs 2 lakh as illegal gratifica-
tion for herself from Mathew
Samuel, a representative from
Tehelka.com who posed as repre-
sentative of afictitious firm, “to get
the supply of Hand Held Thermal
Cameras from the Ministry of
Defence for the fictitious firm”.

PrR1YANKA VACATES GOVT BUNGALOW

Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra leaves the bungalow allotted to her in the Lutyens
Bungalow Zone in Delhi. The government had asked her to vacate the bungalow by August 1,
saying her allotment stood cancelled since she was not an SPG protectee anymore. The
Congress said that CPWD officials accepted the keys from Priyanka “after a full inspection
establishing that the house was handed over in good condition”. Anil Sharma

Horse-trading rates
have gone up since
House session dates
announced: Gehlot

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, JULY 30

STATING THAT he had told
Governor Kalraj Mishra that giv-
ing a 21-day window before call-
ing the Assembly will “increase
horse-trading”, Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Thursday said the “rates” of
MLAs have risen manifold after
Mishra agreed to call the House
session from August 14.

He also accused BSP chief
Mayawati of giving statements
under compulsion from the BJP.

He told the media: “Ever
since the Governor declared
14th (August, for the House to
convene), the telephones have
started ringing. We get news
whois calling and what they are
offering. They (MLAs) are being
asked, ‘tell us what you want'...”

Gehlot maintained that ear-
lier the “first installment” paid to
MLAs — purportedly to buy their
votes —was Rs 10 crore, “and the
next” was Rs 15 crore. “You will
be surprised to know that it is
now unlimited. Now they are be-
ing asked, ‘tell us what you
want’. It means that from 25
(crore rupees), horse trading
rates have increased.”

“l am happy that the
Governor agreed with me,” he
said, but added that he had told

CM Gehlot at a meeting with
party MLAs, ata hotel in
Jaipur. RohitJain Paras

Mishra to include the week
spent exchanging letters to con-
vince the Governor about the
need to call a House session at
the earliest while calculating the
21-day period.

On merger of the six BSP
MLAs into the Congress last year
— the BSP has moved the court
in the case, calling it illegal —
Gehlot said, “The BJP merged
four TDP MPs (in Rajya Sabha,
last year) into it overnight. That
merger is correct but six MLAs
merging with Congress in
Rajasthan is wrong?” He accused
the BJP-led Centre of “misusing”
the Income Tax Department, ED,
CBIto “scare and threaten every-
one” and said, “Mayawati-ji is
also getting scared of them and
giving statements under
compulsion.”

HC notices to Speaker, 6 BSP
MLASs who joined Congress

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, JULY 30

THE RAJASTHAN High Court
Thursday issued notices to the
state Assembly Speaker and the
six BSP MLAs who had joined the
Congress in September last year.

The court was hearing peti-
tions filed by the BSP and BJP
MLA Madan Dilawar against the
decision of the six MLAs to join
the Congress. The petitioners

MAURITIUS TOP COURT BUILDING, BUILT WITH INDIA AID, INAUGURATED

India’s development cooperation does not

come with political conditions, says PM

Urge restraint along LAC,
oppose unilateral bid to
alter status quo: Australia

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI,JULY 30

IN AN oblique reference to China’s
debt-trapdiplomacyin theregion,
Prime Minister Narendra Modion
Thursday said that India’s devel-
opment cooperation does not
come with any conditions and is
notinfluenced by political or com-
mercial considerations, as he —
along with Prime Minister of
Mauritius Pravind Jugnauth —
jointly inaugurated the new
Supreme Court building in
Mauritius.

“India’s approach to develop-
ment is mainly human-centric.
We want to work for the welfare
of humanity. History has taught
us that in the name of develop-
ment partnerships, nations were
forced into dependence partner-
ships. It gave rise to colonial and
imperial rule. It gave rise to global
power blocks. And, humanity suf-
fered,” Modi said on Thursday.

“Indiais making development
partnerships that are marked by
respect, diversity, care for the fu-

PM Narendra Modi jointly inaugurates the Supreme Court
building in Port Louis along with his Mauritius counterpart
Pravind Jugnauth, through video conference in Delhi. AN

ture, and sustainable develop-
ment. For India, the most funda-
mental principle in development
cooperation is respecting our
partners. This sharing of develop-
ment lessons is our only motiva-
tion. Thatis why our development
cooperation does not come with
any conditions.Itis notinfluenced
by political or commercial consid-
erations,” he said at the inaugura-
tion through a video-conference.

The building is the first India-
assisted infrastructure project
within the capital city of Port Louis
tobeinaugurated after the Covid-
19 pandemic. The project has
been completed with a grant as-
sistance of USD 28.12 million from
the government of India.

Mauritius PM Jugnauth ex-
pressed his deep appreciation for
India’s support for the project as
reflective of the close ties.

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

URGING RESTRAINT along the
LAC, Australian High
Commissioner to India Barry
O’Farrell said on Thursday that
Australiaopposed any attempts to
unilaterally change the status quo.

After meeting External
Affairs minister S Jaishankar on
Thursday, the Australian envoy
said, “Australia urges restraint
along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), and supports continued
moves towards de-escalation. As
I told the External Affairs
Minister of India today, Australia
opposes any attempts to unilat-
erally alter the status quo, which
only serve to increase tension
and the risk of instability.”

“It is important that the bilat-

cited several judgments to
argue that the merger is
unconstitutional.

The bench of Justice
Mahendar Kumar Goyal asked
the Speaker and the MLAs to re-
spond by August 11 when the
court will next hear the matter.

The BSP has issued a whip to
the six MLAs, directing them to
vote against the Congress in any
no-confidence motion or other
proceedings in the Rajasthan
Assembly.

erally-agreed principles and
norms that have helped prevent
escalation or miscalculationin the
border areas over many decades
continue tobe observed,” he said.

On the Indo-Pacific region
and China’s aggressive behav-
iour, he said, “The Indo-Pacific
region, like other parts of the
world, is grappling with the
enormous challenges posed by
the COVID-19 pandemic. Evenaas
we focus on the health and eco-
nomicimpacts of the pandemic,
Australia remains vigilant about
strategic trends inimical to our
vision of the region.”

On the South China Sea, he
said, “Australia remains deeply
concerned by actions in the South
China Sea that are destabilising
and could provoke escalation.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

very clear, as is India, that this vaccine is for everybody’

response to the Covid-19
pandemic?

While [ was working at 10
Downing Street with the Prime
Minister on the longer-term re-
sponse, what seemed very strik-
ing was, while [ was there, how
much of that was about our col-
laboration with India at the
height of the crisis in the UK.

For example, the way in
which the Indian government al-
lowed the export of paracetamol
at the point where supplies had
become critical in the UK, the ex-
portof some PPE, the support we
had as we repatriated British na-
tionals across India.

In terms of the pandemic it-
self, clearly we're living with it for

now but there is a way out
through treatment and vaccines.
We don’t know which vaccine is
going to work as trials are still go-
ingon but the one that at the mo-
ment looks promising is the
Oxford University vaccine which
will be manufactured with the
Serum Institute (of India).

Itis really exciting that some-
thing that is being investigated
and worked in the UK, will be
manufactured in India and, cru-
cially, will be made available on
a global, equitable basis. We are
very clear, as is the Indian gov-
ernment, that this vaccine is for
everybody. This is a global pan-
demic and vaccines must be for
everybody... More broadly, I

THEEXPRESS
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WITH
SIR PHILIP BARTON
UK HIGH COMMISSIONER
ININDIA

think of what the opportunities
are as the UK and India recover
from the economic impact...
There is a very big agenda
around climate change and
greening our recovery. We, the
UK, have a particular responsi-
bility because we are hosting
COP26 (UN Climate Change
Conference). This is our long-
term plan with India on climate
change and renewable energy.

With the UK’s new points-
based immigration policy,
how do youreconcile the
Global Britain mantra with
the hostility (in the UK)
towards immigrants and

immigration?

I don’t think that is a reflec-
tion of the situation in the UK. If
you look at the changes we have
made, we remember the
European Union (EU). If you were
a EU citizen, you could go visit,
study in the UK without any re-
strictions but that wasn’t true for
citizens of all countries, includ-
ing India. We have now levelled
the playing field. So we have a
new points-based system which
means from wherever you come,
if you have the right points, you
will be allowed entry into the UK
and I think that really helps a
country like India...

China’s imposition of a new
lawin the territory)anda
stand-off with India at the LAC,
what are your views about
engagement with China?

The situation along the LACis
clearly a matter for India and
China and we as the UK welcome
efforts to de-escalate that. Onthe
UK’s relationship with China, the
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab
spoke to the Chinese Foreign
Minister (on Tuesday)and we are
keento have, if we can, a positive
and constructive engagement
with China but we are concerned
about the situationin Hong Kong
and we are concerned about the

Atatime thatthere hasbeen humanrights issues, particularly
unrest in Hong Kong (over in Xinjiang province. But we do
New Delhi |

want to have a positive relation-
ship with China. We, as the UK,
have a particular responsibility
towards Hong Kong...

How close have the UK and
India moved towards arriving
ataFree Trade Agreement
(FTA)?

We had a very good discus-
sion in a virtual JETCO (Joint
Economic Trade Committee)
meeting and we agreed to take
forward what we’re calling the
early harvest trade partnerships
and how we can deepen the
trade and investment partner-
ship between the UK and India...

FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com
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Ata containment area
in Kochi on Thursday. AP

UNLOCKING
IN STATES

BIHAR

WHAT'S OPEN

B Govt & pvt offices
(50% staff)

M Eateries (only
takeaway)

B Commercial
establishments

Sanitisation at a mall before it reopens on August 5, in Mumbai on Thursday. Ganesh Shirsekar

WHAT'S SHUT
W Shopping malls

M Public transport (taxis,
autos exempted)

NIGHT CURFEW FROM
T10PMTO5AM

UTTAR PRADESH
WHAT'S OPEN
HEGyms

HYoga centres

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, JULY 30

After HC prod, Karnataka
guidelines on last rites
focus on tradition, dignity

lines with emphasis on maintain-
ing the dignity of a dead person”.
Under the new guidelines, the

WHAT’S SHUT

B Educational
institutions

HCinema halls

H Swimming pools

B Amusement parks

HBars

WEEKEND CURBS
TOCONTINUE

GUJARAT
WHAT’S OPEN
ENight curfew lifted

M Restaurants now open
till 10 pm

W Shops open till 8 pm
WHAT'S SHUT

HW Schools

M Coaching classes
HCinema halls

FROM AUGUST 1, THOSE
STEPPING OUT WITHOUT

MASKS WILL BE FINED
¥500, UPFROM?200

IN THE wake of the Karnataka
High Court calling for protection
of dignity of people who suc-
cumb to Covid-19 and for re-
specting customs and traditions
of their families, the state health
department Wednesday issued
fresh guidelines for management
of bodies of Covid-19 patients,
with emphasis on protection of
tradition and dignity of the dead.

The July 27 court order fol-
lowed instances of dumping of
such bodies in pits in Ballari and
families being forced to deviate
from cultural practices for con-
ducting last rites.

“The dignity of the dead, their
cultural and religious traditions
should be respected and pro-
tected throughout. Hasty dis-
posal of the dead body of a Covid
-19 person should be strictly
avoided,” state the guidelines is-
sued by the health department.

A division bench of the high
court headed by Chief Justice
Abhay Sreenivas Oka had di-
rected the state government to
“come out with a protocol/ guide-

government has allowed close
family members to catch a last
glimpse of patients who succumb
to Covid-19 before the bodies are
packed for funerals.

Many doctors have been rec-
ommending use of body bags
where faces are visible. “We have
to be a little humane and allow
body bags where people can see
the faces, thatis not happening at
present,” said Dr Taha Mateen, a
trustee of HBS Hospital in Benga-
luru, which is associated with a
voluntary group called Mercy
Angels thatis helping people carry
out last rites of Covid-19 victims.

The guidelines say that fam-
ily members can be allowed to
view bodies at the hospital
where they are kept after death
by following safety protocols. “If
family member/s of the patient
wish to view the body at the
time of removal from the isola-
tion room or area they shall be
allowed to do so by observing
the standard precautions by a
keeping a distancing of 1 me-
tre/3 feet wearing face mask and
hand hygiene,” they state.

Kerala to begin
home isolation for
asymptomatic
Covid-19 patients

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY 30

THEKERALA government has de-
cided to implement home care
isolation for Covid-19 patients. In
the first phase of the plan, health
workers who have tested positive
but are asymptomatic would be
allowed to opt for home care iso-
lation on an experimental basis.

After a review meeting, CM
Pinarayi Vijayan told the media
thatanexpert committee hasrec-
ommended that home careisola-
tion could beimplemented as per
ICMR guidelines. “Most patients
are asymptomatic and do not re-
quire intensive care. Such patients
have been moved to Covid firstline
treatment centres. They have been
put up at such centres to prevent
transmission of the disease. Such
asymptomatic would be allowed
for home care isolation,” he said.

Vijayan said home isolation
would be allowed for health wor-
kerswhotested positive onan ex-
perimental basis. “Nobody would
be forced. Government is not
abandoning patients as alleged by
the Opposition,” he said.

ICMR SYMPOSIUM

India pvt sector has key rolein
manufacturing vaccine: Fauci

KARISHMAMEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

AS THE “world’s leading manu-
facturer of vaccines”, India's pri-
vate sector has a “very important
role” in the global battle against
Covid-19, Dr Anthony S Fauci, one
of the world’s leading experts on
infectious diseases, said on
Thursday evening.

Dr Fauci was speaking at an
online symposium organised by
the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), which was also
attended by several other interna-
tionally acclaimed epidemiolo-
gists and vaccinologists.

“India’s private sector also has
averyimportantrole toplayasthe
world’s leading manufacturer of
vaccines and, as effective Covid-
19 vaccines emerge from our re-
search efforts, this manufacturing
capability is going to be very, very
important,” DrFauci said. “Moving
forward, we and other (US
National Institutes of Health) in-
stitutes will continue to work with
Indian counterparts and col-
leagues toassure Indian scientists
and Indian impressive research
and development capacity arein-
tegrated in the global efforts toad-

Dr
Anthony
Fauci

dress the Covid-19 vaccine.”

Dr Fauci is the director of the
National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases (NIAID),
which is part of the National
Institutes of Health (NIH), the top
medical research agency of the
US government. Dr Fauci has
been in his post since 1984, and
has been adviser to six US
Presidents since Ronald Reagan.

Dr Fauci listed three key as-
pects that would reduce the lag
between trials and manufacture
of vaccines: regulatory standards
and review, harmonised data
monitoring to foster comparabil-
ity,and the financing of advanced
vaccine production.

Giving his opinion on one of
the ongoing debates in the med-
ical community, Dr Fauci said he
was against human challenge tri-
als,inwhich participants are pur-
posely exposed to the virus. The
highincidence of Covid-19 makes

such risks unnecessary, and the
lack of highly effective therapies
makes it unethical.

Several others in the sympo-
sium, however, disagreed. Prof
Adrian Hill of Oxford University,
who is part of the team of resea-
rcherswho partnered withIndia’s
Serum Institute to develop a vac-
cine candidate, said therapies such
as remedesivir and convalescent
plasma should allow researchers
toconsider both human challenge
and randomised control trials to
allow for “quicker and less expen-
sive” pathways, given the unpre-
dictability of the virus spread.

Others such as Nir Eyal, direc-
tor of Rutger’s Center for
Population-Level Bioethics, and
Marc Lipsitch, professor of epi-
demiology at Harvard T H Chan
School of Public Health, also dis-
agreed with Dr Fauci, while mi-
crobiologist Peter Piot, director of
the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, agreed.

Participants also discussed
howto equitably distribute the fu-
ture vaccine inview of rising “vac-
cine nationalism”, as Prof Piot de-
scribed it. Officer on Special Duty;,
Ministry of Health, Rajesh
Bhushan asked the panelistsif the
aim should be to reduce cases by

distributing across populations,or
toreduce the number of deaths by
focusing on the elderly, those with
comorbidities, or the poor. “Within
the (Health) Ministry, we are en-
gaged with this question... Outside
the government, there is an
emerging consensus that at least
frontline health workers have the
bestclaimover whoshould getthe
vaccinefirst.. Would there be a pri-
ority list,” Bhushan asked.

Prof Eyal responded that es-
sential workers, not just health
workers,should be prioritised. Prof
Lipsitch said country distribution
should be measured by per capita.

NITI Aayog member DrVinod
Paul, chairperson of India's na-
tional Covid-19 task force, stressed
the country’s commitment to vac-
cine access. “We cannot accept a
situation where the rich have the
vaccine and not the poor... The
vaccine is not just for India and
Indians but for the world and hu-
manity,” Dr Paul said.

Other speakers included Pri-
ncipal Scientific Adviser Prof K
VijayRaghavan, Drugs Controller
General of India Dr V G Somani,
WHO South East Asia Regional
Director Dr Poonam Khetrapal
Singh, and ICMR Director General
Dr Balram Bhargava.

Within govt, talks on who will get vaccine first

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

WITH MULTIPLE Covid-19 vac-
cine candidates across the globe
entering phase 3 of human trials,
the government on Thursday said
it has actively begun engaging
withmultiple stakeholders on the
two crucial aspects related to dis-
tribution and administration of a
potential vaccine for Covid-19.

The Centre said it is currently
deliberating on two key issues —
logistics and to which section of
the population the vaccine needs
to be administered on priority.

At a press briefing, Rajesh
Bhushan, Officer on Special Duty,
Ministry of Health, on Thursday
said, “...Has there been a discus-
sionon prioritising how a vaccine
would bedistributed and admin-
ister, if and when it is available —
the answer is, yes; there are mul-
tiple stakeholders within
government and Ministry of
Health has started actively engag-
ing with such stakeholders.”

Asked which section of the
population the vaccine will be ad-
ministered on priority, he said,
“When the vaccine comes, it has
to be administered on a much
larger scale compared to the ex-

isting vaccines. There is near una-
nimity on this. The questions
whicharebeingdiscussed are the
questions of logistics: how it will
be procured and stored, and how
itwillbe made available. But there
are equally important ethical
questions: who getsitfirst? These
questions are still under deliber-
ationsin the Union government.”

Meanwhile, as the number of
Covid-19 recoveries in the coun-
try touched a million, the Centre
flagged that developing herd im-
munity inthe absence of avaccine
is not an option. “Herd immunity
iskind of indirect protection, but it
happens only when the popula-

tion becomes immune either
through vaccination orimmunity
developed through the previous
infection... In 2011, India had a
population of 121 crore according
to Census data... for a country of
this size, if we are talking about
developing herd immunity with-
out the vaccine. That is not an op-
tion,” Bhushan said.

“It can only be an outcome,
that too, at a very high cost. Lakhs
of people have to get infected, get
admitted to hospitals, collapsing
the healthcare infrastructure,and
resulting in numerous deaths.
Herd immunity can never be a
strategic option,” Bhushan said.

REC Limited - The Human Side of Business

REC Limited, a Navratna central PSU under the Ministry of Power and one of India’s largest power
project financiers, is on a mission to aid the needy and support the frontline corona warriors

HE Covid-19 pandemic has en-
gulfed the entire world and has
posed serious challenges for the
health and economic security of
millions of people worldwide. In India too,
the spread of coronavirus has been alarm-
ing and is posing severe health and eco-
nomic ramifications for our country.

To help battle the coronavirus, the central
PSU has donated 150 crore to the Prime
Minister's Citizen Assistance and Relief in
Emergency Situations (PM-CARES) fund
while its employees have also voluntarily
contributed one day's salary to the Prime
Minister’s National Relief Fund (PMNRF).
It has acted proactively in providing vari-
ous relief measures to combat the novel
coronavirus throughout the course of the
pandemic outbreak and has already rolled
out various preventive measures at its Cor-
porate Office and all its Regional offices to
safeguard its employees and their families.

The corporation has sanctioned funds to
the tune of %10 crore to the offices of Distrib-
ution Companies, Collector and/or District
Magistrates for distributing cooked food, ra-
tion kits, utility packs, masks, sanitizers and
making shelter arrangements during the
lockdown to over 95,000 beneficiaries. As
on 28th July 2020, the corporation has dis-
tributed more than 4.83 lakh kilograms of
food grains, 4.38 lakh meal packets, 10,007
litres of sanitizers, 3,440 PPE kits and 86,300
masks to help combat the pandemic.

REC Foundation, the CSR arm of REC
has distributed 5000 customized packets
carrying essentials for labourers and the
workers affected by the nationwide lock-
down. These sustainable cloth bags con-
tained a drinking water bottle, roasted
chana, peanuts, glucose powder, footwear
and reusable masks. The distribution of
these bags was done by the employees of
the corporation who volunteered to help
alleviate the pain of the needy.

REC had also tied up with Delhi Police
to provide 500 ration kits on a daily basis
for about 50 days to over 1,00,000 benefi-
ciaries. Additionally, around 300 workers
engaged in the construction of REC Head-
quarters in Gurugram and other labourers
in the vicinity, from various states were
provided ration and essential items like

REC Limited remains determined in its commitment to being a major partner in the service of the nation.

Deputy Commissioner of Mamit district in Mizoram, D
inaugurating the 4 nos. of ambulances donated by REC

and care for the needy

The employees of REC have braved the pandemic to provide support
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REC employees volunteered to distribute bags carrying essentials for the labourers to

help alleviate their pain
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atta, rice, dal, edible oil, soap, sanitizers
etc. on a bi-weekly basis.

Moreover, to support the frontline
corona warriors, REC Limited has also part-
nered with TajSATS (a joint venture of IHCL
and SATS Ltd) to distribute specially-made
nutritious meal packs to the medical staffin
Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi on a daily
basis. Every day, 300 food packets are being
delivered as a gesture of gratitude to the

healthcare workers in New Delhi. Overall,
18,000 meals will be delivered through
this collaborative endeavour.

Dr. RK Srivastava of Safdarjung Hospital
said “REC has been kind enough for fund-
ing under their corporate social responsibil-
ity initiatives with TAJSATS through a com-
bination of TAJ CSR to provide good quality
food to the doctors and staff in our hospital
since 24th May 2020 from their CSR funds.

This is to last up to 23rdJuly 2020.” On be-
half of the medical team and hospital staff,
Dr. Srivastava thanked REC for its magnan-
imous efforts while adding “We at Safdar-
jung Hospital have very high regard for this
kind gesture of REC and hope for similar
kind of support in future too. Given the
gravity and urgency of the situation, we
hope for a prompt and supportive re-
sponse always in this regard”.

In continuation of their relentless mea-
sures to provide relief from the impact of
the Covid-19 outbreak, REC has donated
4 nos. of ambulances (Maruti Suzuki AC
Eeco Vans) to assist the Mamit district in
Mizoram by strengthening its health ser-
vice deliveries. The Deputy Commissioner
of Mamit district, Dr. Lalrozama expressed
his gratitude towards REC by thanking
them for understanding the problem faced

ADVERTORIAL

in the district and their constant support in
procuring these ambulances. With the help
of these ambulances, transportation of
Covid-19 patients from quarantine centres
to the Covid care centres has been made
very feasible.

With India continuing its fight against
the coronavirus, it's imperative that we
strive to help mitigate the hardships and
afflictions of the needy and underprivi-
leged of the society through various col-
lective efforts. In a bid to provide care and
support against the virus outbreak that has
plagued our country, REC has left no stone
unturned in its attempt to help the nation
and its citizens overcome the impediments
caused by the pandemic. As the trying
times linger on with many uncertainties,
REC endeavours to play a vital role in the
upliftment of the impoverished, whilst pro-
viding assistance in building a stronger
and more resilient India in the face of ad-
versities along the way.

New Delhi
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3rd BJP worker
found dead in

Cong stalwart Somen Mitra, strategist .
dies at 78 Indays before lynching,

fortmight, family - behind 2016 alliance with Left,

accuses TMC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JULY 30

THE BODY of a 52-year-old BJP
worker was found hanging from
a tree in Ghoramara area of
South 24 Parganas district on
Thursday. His family alleged that
he was killed by local Trinamool
Congress leaders. Police said that
they have found a handwritten
“suicide note”.

Patra’s family in a complaint
lodged at Sagar Police Station has
named 11 local Trinamool leaders
and 10 others for the “murder”.
“My father was vocal against TMC
leadersindulgingin corruptionin
cyclone Amphan relief distribu-
tion,” Patra's son Soumitra said.

Thisis the third such incident
in the state in the last fortnight.
OnWednesday, the body of a BJP
worker, Purnachandra Das, was
found hanging in Ramnagar area
of East Midnapore district.
Before that, Hemtabad MLA
Debendra Nath Roy, who had
joined BJP last year, was found
dead. His body was also found
hanging in front of a tea shop.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JULY 30

CONGRESS STALWART from West
Bengal Somen Mitradied ata hos-
pital here early Thursday. He was
78.

A three-time state Congress
president, Mitrahad been unable
to prevent a split in the party,
which resulted in the creation of
the Trinamool Congress (TMC)
and the decline of the Congress as
apolitical power in Bengal. It was
during Mitra’s second term as
party president in the late 1990s
that the Congress had to relin-
quish its position as the main op-
position to the TMC.

Bornin 1941 inJessore district
of erstwhile East Bengal (now
Bangladesh), Mitra began his po-
litical career asastudent leaderin
the 1960s. At 31, he became the
youngest MLAin the statein 1972.
Exceptin 1977, Mitra continued to
winthe Sealdah seat from 1982 to
2006.

Fondly known as ‘Chhorda’
(younger brother), Mitra was
viewed as one of the politicians of
the 1960s and 70s who played a

SOMEN MITRA
1941-2020

role in the fight against Naxalites
inKolkata. He went on tobecome
president of the Congress’s West
Bengal unit for three terms—from
1992 to 1996, 1996 to 1998 and
then from September 2018, and
was instrumental in the party se-
curing 82 seats in the 1996
Assembly elections.

However, as the Congress
joined hands with Left Front at the
Centre to back the United Front
government, it lost credibility as
the main opposition to the CPI(M)
in West Bengal. It was then that
Mamata Banerjee, who was then
West Bengal Youth Congress pres-
ident, began emerging as an op-
position force.

There was a tussle between
Mitra and Banerjee in the Bengal
Congress unit. Relations between
them soured further when
Banerjee positioned herself
against Mitra for the post of state
Congress president. Mitrawon the
internal election by 22 votes. It
was learnt that he along with the
then Congress national president
Sitaram Kesari cornered Banerjee
inthe party, after which she broke
away to form the TMCin 1998.

Asthe TMCsided with the BJP
and replaced the Congress as the
main Opposition to the Left Front
government in Bengal by winning
seven seats in the 1998 parlia-
mentary polls, Mitra stepped
down as state Congress chief. He
left the Congress in 2008 and
launched Pragatisheel
(Progressive) Indira Congress. He
merged his outfit with the TMC
before 2009 Lok Sabha polls and
won Diamond Harbour seat on a
TMC ticket.

Mitra left the TMCin 2014 fol-
lowing differences with Banerjee
and rejoined the Congress. He be-
came Congress president againin
2018.

Mitra was one of the chief

New OkhlalIndustrial Development Authority

Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida-201301 (U.P.)
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

naid

E-Tenders are invited from eligible firms/contractors for the following jobs
against which bids can be uploaded and same shall be opened/downloaded
as per schedule mentioned. The details and conditions of all tenders are
available on Noida Authority's official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com
& http:/letender.up.nic.in Please ensure to see these websites for any
changes/amendments & corrigendum etc.
1. 41/DGM(Jal)/AO/SM(Jal-R)/2018-19, Computerization of Water Bill
system & Facility Management Center, Noida. STeT XToied @& T &7 St
TS Uid el R & = ¥ | Cost - Rs. 54.32 Lacs.
The above tenders can be uploaded by date 07.08.2020 upto 5.00 PM.
Pre-qualificiation shall be opened/downloaded on date 10.08.2020
at11.00AM.
Office : Sector-37, Noida Sr. Manager (Jal-REV.), Noida
CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

KARNATAKA POWER
CORPORATION LIMITED

CIN: U85110KA1970SGC001919
Date: 31.07.2020

No.ATM1B3/ Fly Ash/ BTPS/ July 2020

TENDER Cum E-AUCTION NOTIFICATION
(Through e-Procurement Portal of GoK)
(Two tender document system and auction thereafter)

Name of Work: SALE OF DRY FLY ASH FROM BELLARY
THERMAL POWER STATION (BTPS) UNIT 1 TO 3 OF KPCL.

Tenders are invited from Bidders (company / consortium / entity /
person/s) who are direct end-users / suppliers to end-users /
contractors of fly ash for 'Sale of dry fly ash of approximately 7 lakh
MT to 21 lakh MT per annum (1918 MT to 5753 MT per day) on ‘as
available' basis for a period of three years from Ballari, i.e. from
Bellary Thermal Power Station - Unit # 1 to 3 of KPCL located at
Kudithini, Ballari District, Karnataka. India as detailed in the tender
document. Operation & Maintenance of Ash Handling System and
Silo of BTPS, Unit 1 to 3, including Spares. Consumables,
Housekeeping & Miscellaneous works, if any, is in the scope of
KPCL. The last date for receipt of the completed bids is 17.00 hrs on

29.08.2020. The tender cum auction document can be downloaded
from the website https://www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in Further
details can be had from: THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
(MINES), KPC Ltd., No.82. Shakti Bhavan. lll Floor, Race Course
Road, Bengaluru - 560 001. e-mail: cefuelskpcl@karnataka.gov.in
| sefuels@gmail.com website:www.karnatakapower.com
e-Portal /Hp help desk : 080-22234115/22230960
GUJARAT MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Government of Gujarat Undertaking)
@ uii . Regd. Office: Block No. 14/1, Dr. Jivraj Mehta Bhavan,
Sector-10, Gandhinagar,
Ph. 079-23250767, 23250766, 23257696

EMERGENCY TENDER NOTICE : DRUG-07/2020-21
Emergency Tenders are invited online from reputed Manufacturers /
formulators / Authorized Distributors / direct importers for Purchase of
(1) Favipiravir Tablet 200 mg (2) Remdesivir Injection 100 mg (3) ltolizumab
Inj. 25 mg/5 ml. Interested manufacturer/company/Authorised dealer are
invited to send Quotations of items along with their drug license. Name
of manufacturer for particular drug and copy of WHOGMP certificate of
manufacturer requested to submit the tender through e-tender process.
All tender documents can be downloaded free on the wesite:
https://gmscl.nprocure.com & Tender Noice is available on
https://gmscl.qujarat.gov.in and this office notice board.

Duration of downloading of tender document (online):-

31/07/20 to 07/08/20 upto 18.00 HRS.

Last date for submission (online): 07/08/20 upto 18.00 HRS.
Last date for submission of physical document :

10/08/20 upto 18.00 HRS.
Opening of Technical Bid Date (online): 11/08/20 at 15.00 HRS.
INF/577/20-21 MANAGING DIRECTOR

KARNATAKA POWER

CORPORATION LIMITED

CIN: U85110KA1970SGC001919

OFFICE OF THE EXECU
ENGINEER, TEMPORAR

U ) NY[0
AL NIGAM, 14 M.L.D

0, I ) A" [] AR K
RAMPUR

Letter No.: 741/fafae04/11 Dated 28.07.2020
SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTICE
On the behalf of the Chairman, U.P. Jal
Nigam, online percentage Rate E-
Tendersareinvited "formaking house
connection in different villages of
district Rampur under Jal Jeevan
Mission". Intending Tenderers must
have experience of distribution system
such as house connection laying of
pipe line work, should be available with
bidder, Proof of such experience must
be submitted by the bidder. Tender
document shall be available at e-
procurement website http:/letender.
up.nic.in & http://jn.upsdc.gov.in
latest by 06.08.2020. Interested
contractors may view & download
tender document and upload their, duly
filled, online as per schedule given
below-
Date For (i) Uploading bid documentin
website : 07.08.2020 at 17:00 hrs. (ii)
Online submission of e-bids : upto
17.08.2020 at 12: 00 hrs. (iii) Opening
ofbid: 17.08.2020at 15:30 hrs.
Executive Engineer

Bhubaneswar: The Odisha Police
Thursday ordered the Crime
Branch to probe into the death of
activist Aditya Dash, whose mu-
tilated body was found on rail-
way tracks here over three
weeks ago, a top officer said.

The case was being probed
by the Government Railway
Police, Bhubaneswar.

“Ihave ordered Crime Branch
to take charge of investigation of

strategists behind the Left Front-
Congress alliance in the 2016
Assembly elections. He was keen
on such an alliance for the 2019
Lok Sabha polls, but it could not
materialise.

Mitra was admitted in Belle
Vue Clinicfor 17 days due to heart
and kidney ailments. Hospital
sources said he died following a
cardiacarrest. He had tested neg-
ative for Covid-19.

His wife Sikha told reporters:
“His heart remained in politics.
We told him to stay away due to
his health. But he continued.”

Condoling Mitra’s death, CM
Banerjee tweeted, "Saddened to
hear about the passing away of
veteran leader, former MP and
@INCWestBengal president
Somen Mitra..."

Former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh wrote to
Mitra's wife, "He was a leader of
high esteem who was highly re-
spected by everybody irrespective
of party-lines..."

Veteran CPI(M) leader Biman
Bose said his death was a blow to
“the secular and democratic forces
in the state”. Mitra is survived by
his wife and son.

Odisha Crime Branch to take over
probe into death of social activist

BBSR GRPS case no 81/20 relat-
ing to death of social activist Sri
AdityaDas,” tweeted DGP Abhay.

The body of Dash, a popular
social activist and motivational
speaker, was found on the rail-
way tracks near Lingaraj Temple
Road railway station in
Bhubaneswar on July 7.

The post-mortem report had
found that he died because of a
grievous injury to the head. PTI

PALGHAR CHARGESHEET

WhatsApp groups were
abuzz with rumours: CID

SRINATHRAO
MUMBAI, JULY 30

INTHE four days leading up tothe
lynching of two ascetics and their
driver in Palghar on April 16,
WhatsApp groups in the area ac-
tively spread rumours and fuelled
fear in villages in parts of the dis-
trict. The rumour-mongering be-
gan on April 12 with a message
about thieves and alleged organ-
harvesters being spotted at a few
villages, progressed to warnings
about 500 Muslims being “let
loose” across India to spread the
Covid-19virus and culminated in
anannouncementat12.59amon
April 16: Ifyou catcha thief, donot
leave him alive. The three men
were killed later that day as they
happened to pass through
Gadchinchle village on their way
toafuneralin Surat.

An analysis of five different
WhatsApp groups of residents of
Gadchinchle and its neighbouring
villages in Palghar and the adjoin-
ing Union Territory of Dadra &
Nagar Haveli, is part of the
Maharashtra Criminal
Investigation Department’s (CID)
5,291-page-long chargesheet filed
earlier this month against 126
men for allegedly lynching asce-
tics Mahant Kalpavruksha Giri
(70) and Sushilgiri Maharaj (35)
and their driver Nilesh Telgade
(30). The CID wrote in the
chargesheet that the spread of ru-
mours heightened tensions in
Gadchinchle to the extent thatvil-

.No. D1/1947/2020

ARASU RUBBER CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of Tamilnadu Undertaking)

Regd. Office, Vadasery, Post Box No. 75, NAGERCOIL - 629 001. Kanyakumari District.
Phone : (04652) 274203, 274204. E-mail : arasurubber@gmail.com

AUCTION CUM TENDER NOTICE

(Right to do Slaughter Tapping of Latex and Felling & Removal of Matured Rubber Trees)

Date : 29.07.2020 @

Police inspect the car that
was attacked in Gadchinchle
village. File

lagersaccused the travellers of be-
ing thieves in disguise.

The rumour-mongering had
not gone unnoticed by the district
administration which had con-
vened a meeting at Gadchinchle
at 5 pm on April 15, a day before
the incident. Then Kasa police sta-
tion in-charge, Assistant Police
Inspector Anandrao Kale, Sub
Inspector Sudhir Katare, Sarpanch
Chitra Chaudhary and anti-super-
stition activists had pleaded with
villagers not to believe in or act
uponrumoursand reportany sus-
picious persons to the police.

Todiscourage large gatherings
in public places, the authorities
had also requested local boys not
toplay cricketin large groups and
for men to refrain from selling
toddy and playing cards in groups
of 30-40. This message, sent by
WhatsApp by Arun Kadam, a
Panchayat Samiti member from
Dahanu Taluka, also reminded

Poll panel to Chavan:
Agency hired after
vetting by state govt

DIPR/ 2870 /TENDER/2020

For Further details, please visit our website 1) www.arasurubber.tn.gov.in 2) www.tenders.tn.gov.in 3) www.forests.tn.gov.in

MANAGING DIRECTOR

Follow us on ¥ @SCRailwayindia

Details of the Tender Notices of

S.C Railway can be seen on our
website : www.scr.indianrailways. i

Tender Notice No. 58/20
dt. 30.07.2020
SUPPLY OF STORES ITEMS

e-Procurement Tender Notice

floated online.
requested to visit the website
www.ireps.gov.in and submit their
offer online. The Tender Description,
Qty, EMD, SD may be seen in website.
Offers submitted manually will not be
accepted. Offers by post will not be
entertained. Tender Closing time is
14.30 hrs of the Due date of the
Tender. "For all indigenous offers,
EMD will be accepted only via
online system as available on
www.ireps.gov.in."

SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

PUB/0711

The following Tenders have been
Tenderers are

E-Tendering Notice

'“'Elr U.P POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LTD.

Short Term E-Tender Notice-15/ECTC/AGRA/2020-21
E-Tender in two parts, Part-1 & Part-1l valid for four months are invited for the work

Tender No. Brief Desc.

82.20.5114 | Multi Parameter monitors|

56.20.5010{U/G PJFT cable 10 pair
X0.63mm

Note :-Due date of Tender Opening:

S.No.010n17.08.2020; S.No.02on
28.08.2020;

Beside above mentioned tenders
there are other tenders having value
below Rs. 25 lakhs. For details, please
visit Railway website above.

Principal Chief Materials Manager,
A0928 Secunderabad

For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the
tender documents,

Please visit website at
http://www.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

mentioned as under:-
Tender Name of Work Period| Earnest| Tender | Total Date and | Date and
Speci- of Money | Cost | Tender| Time of Time of
fication Work (Including] Cost |Submission| opening
No. GST) &
NIT
Charges
29 | Annual M&R of Inspection| 12 112,000.00f 1180 |1430.00| 13.08.2020 |14.08.2020
House at 132 KV Sub-|Month + /12:00 /12:00
station Bah (Agra). 250

The tender document against this bid specification can be downloaded from e-
procurement website http://etender.up.nic.in & www.upptcl.org. Tenders can be only
submitted on e-procurement website http://etender.up.nic.in. upto schedule date & time
as above. Cost of Tender and Earnest Money Submitted in the Account of Executive
Engineer, Electricity Civil Transmission Division, 220 KV S/S Sikandra (Agra) with A/C
No0.-30065294923, IFSC Code- SBIN0005717 Payable at S.B.| Foundry Nagar (Agra)
Pin Code-282006, through NEFT/RTGS. “SAVE ENERGY IN THE INTEREST OF
THE NATION” SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, Electricity Civil Transmission
Circle, Agra. 9=i®%:1017 f3ostroutowosro / ffasr / fa=i®: 30.07.2020

(Open E-Tender Notice)

NORTHERN RAILWAY

The Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager / Coaching, Northern Railway, Delhi Division, New Delhi invites online e-tender through
website https://ireps.gov.in, for the parking contract for the period of 3 (Three) years, bid to be opened on 21.08.2020 at 15:00 hrs,
atthe following stations/locations (Ready Sites) :-

SN| Name of work with its location/ Advertise Cost of Earnest Website particulars where

Railway Station value/Reserve Tender Money complete details of tender
Price of one | document Deposit document can be seen
year in (Rs.) | & 18%GST (inRs.)

(inRs.)

1 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Rs. 47,95,094/- | Rs. 5,900/~ | Rs. 2,87,800/- https://ireps.gov.in/
New Delhi Railway Station (NDLS) Ajmeri tender no: Parking64-2020
Gate Side "A-1" Category Station, with
measuring area of 926.68 sq. metrs

License fee.

* Applicable GST and TCS has to be paid by licensee extra, over and above the Advertise value/Reserve Price/

1674/2020

THE ELECTION Commission told former CM
Prithviraj Chavan Thursday that Signpost India was
hired to work on voter awareness ahead of
Maharashtra polls only after it was vetted by the
state’s Directorate General of Information and Public
Relations. The office of the Maharashtra Chief
Electoral Officer, the EC said, did not choose Signpost
India but “requisitioned” its service through DGIPR.

The state CEO had approached DGIPR for finding
anagency since a 2017 resolution by the Maharashtra
government had tasked DGIPR to engage all ad agen-
cies on behalf of the government and its depart-
ments, the EC's letter to Chavan said.

The Congress leader had alleged that the
Maharashtra CEO hired an agency owned by Devang
Dave, national convenor of IT and social media of
BJP's youth wing, to work on voter awareness. The
EC's letter did not mention Dave or his agency.

Sl " Coupe Auction cum tender
No. Unit No. Bit & No.of trees Date /Time/Place
1. | Manalodai 25B-I1 (694nos) Date :
Kalikesam 38 | Il (879n0s), IV (578nos) (OF“)? 2f°2°
Irst of
41| 1(932nos), Il (1154nos), Il (1178nos), IV (898nos) 2020)
42| 1(1267nos), Il (974nos), Il (933nos), IV (476nos) )
2. | Chithar 48 | 1(883n0s), I (883n0s), Il (928n0), IV (929n0s), V (878n0s), VI (877n0s), VIl (903nos), T M O EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
VIl (930n0s), IX (954n0s), X (949nos), XI (541nos) NEW DELHI. JULY 30
Maruthamparai | 21 1(923n0s), Il (931n0s), Il (915n0s), IV (1290n0s), V (915n0s), VI (912nos), VIl (1006nos) Place :
Arasu Rubber
3. | Kallar 81 1(985n0s), Il (1135n0s) C Limited,
90 - (1277nos) Registered Office,
Kuthiyar 71| 1(937nos), Il (1003n0s) Vadasery, Nagercoi

RS bypolls on August 24

New Delhi: Bypolls to two Rajya Sabha seats— one
each in UP and Kerala—will be held on August 24,
the ECsaid Thursday. The bypolls were necessitated
by the death of Beni Prasad Verma from UPand M P
Veerendra Kumar from Kerala earlier this year.

Gadchinchle residents that 50
men who had accosted and at-
tacked Thane-based Dr Vishwas
Walvi, his colleague and their
driver at Sarni Patilpada village on
April 14 had been arrested by the
police. It was shared in a
WhatsApp group named
Gadchinchle, which had asitsdis-
play picture a doctor wearing a
mask and cradling a map of India
inher hands.

The CID has in particular
flagged as suspicious the April 12
rumour about thieves being spot-
ted at multiple locations which
was posted on the following
WhatsApp groups— Whatsapp
Goo, AAL AADIVASI FRIEND and
Group of Amboli.

Immediately after the attack
onthedoctors,images and videos
of the incident and pictures of
unidentified men being strangled
and lying injured were circulated
viaWhatsApp. These images were
found saved in the mobile phone
of accused Prakash Chothe.

TheCIDalso found afranticex-
change of text messages on an-
other group of locals claiming to
have spotted and captured thieves
at multiple villages, news clips
about doctors in Dahanu testing
positive for Covid-19, and warn-
ings towatch out for Muslim men
posing as beggars and butchers.
There were messages on this
group, exhorting women not to
open doors after dark and a mes-
sage claiming that two busloads
of thieves had crossed over from
Khanvel in Dadra & Nagar Haveli.

MoS Athawale
calls for ‘Buddha
Vihar’ to be built
in Ayodhya

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 30

UNION MINISTER of State for
Social Justice Ramdas Athawale
Thursday demanded the con-
struction of a ‘Buddha Vihar’ in
Ayodhya. “At Ayodhya, before
Babri Masjid, there was Ram tem-
ple. But before Ram temple there
was a Buddha Vihar,” said the
Republican Party of India chief.

Acknowledging that the
Ayodhya dispute has been re-
solved, Athawale said, “It is now
evident that the Ram temple will
be built at the disputed site. And
land has beenallotted for mosque
construction... we are working to
acquire land elsewhere fora grand
Buddha Vihar”

The minister said he would
meet Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath to discuss the is-
sue. “The UP government should
help usingettingland whichis not
locked in any dispute.”

CBI takes over probe into death of
Kerala violinist, daughter in mishap

Thiruvananthapuram: The CBI
has taken over the probe into the
death of violinist Balabhaskar
and his 18-month-old daughter
in a 2018 road accident near
here. The family had alleged that
a suspect in the case was con-
nected with the gold smuggling
racket that came to light recently.

Kalabhavan Sobi, a perform-
ing artiste, had alleged that two
persons had been present at the
accident spot and one of them
was P S Sarith, arrested in the
gold smuggling case pertaining
to diplomatic cargo. Customs
had alleged that Sarith, a former
PRO at UAE Consulate, had

No.A1M1B3/ Fly Ash/ RTPS & YTPS / July 2020 Date: 31.07.2020

TENDER Cum E-AUCTION NOTIFICATION
(Through e-Procurement Portal of GoK)
(Two tender document system and auction thereafter)
Name of Work: SALE OF DRY FLY ASH FROM RAICHUR
THERMAL POWER STATION (RTPS) UNIT 1 to 8 OF KPCL &
YERMARUS THERMAL POWER STATION (YTPS) UNIT 1 & 2 OF
RPCL. Tenders are invited from bidders (company / consortium /
entity / person/s) who are direct end-users / suppliers to end-users /
contractors of fly ash for 'Sale of dry fly ash of approximately 15 lakh
MT to 45 lakh MT per annum (4110 MT to 11644 MT per day) on 'as
available' basis for a period of three years from Raichur. i.e., from
Raichur Thermal Power Station - Unit# 1 to 8 of KPCL and "Yermarus
Thermal Power Station - Unit 1 & 2 of RPCL, both located at Raichur
District, Karnataka, India as detailed in the tender document.
Operation & Maintenance of Ash Handling System and Silo of RTPS.
Unit 1 to 8, including Spares, Consumables, Housekeeping &
Miscellaneous works, if any, is in the scope of KPCL. Operation &
Maintenance of Ash Handling System and Silo of YTPS, Unit 1 & 2
including Spares. Consumables, Housekeeping & Miscellaneous
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The CBI has taken over the
probe even as multiple central
government agencies are prob-
ing the smuggling of 30 kg gold
through diplomatic cargo.

smuggled in gold through the
same route several times.
Balabhaskar and his family
had met with the accident on
September 25. SHAJU PHILIP

SOUTHERN POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF TELANGANA LTD.

e-Procurement Tender Notice (Paper Notification)

TSSPDCL intends to float tenders for procurement of a) Desktop Computers, b) Laserjet
Printers, C) 33Kv Current Transformers of ratio 25/1A 0.25 Class of accuracy for HT Metering
and d) 33KV Current transformers of ratio 50/1A 0.25 Class of accuracy for HT Metering
on e-Procurement platform.

For further details, please visit www.tssouthernpower.com and www.tender.telangana.gov.in
Phone : 040-23431034, 1033, 1448, 1035

DIPR R.0. No. : 787-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2020-21

Sd/- (U. BALA SWAMY)
CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (P&MM)

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
TRIPURA LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT
AGENCY
ASTABAL, AGARTALA- 799001
PH NO- 0381-23000-425
E-MAIL: TRIPURALIVESTOCKD@YAHOO.COM
NO.F.4-8/STY/TLDA/2019/340 DATED AGARTALA 27/07/2020.
MEMORANDUM
E-TENDER (E-NIT) FOR PURCHASE OF VARIOUS A |
EQUIPMENTS FOR ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION (Al) WORK
IN THE STATE OF TRIPURA DURING THE YEAR 2020-21

works, if any, is in the scope of RPCL. The last date for receipt of the A JITITﬁ?I =T : B et

completed bids is 17.00 hrs on 29.08.2020. The tender cum auction @ 23?;;?3:‘[ PR FT A cirTd mﬁ‘ﬁ"ﬁ;{u‘gm ®. ::-E \I;IUD:LIQSEI;: Nobi4-8/sggglé/[;?)/2281 9 I:()'IAEEI’DESI;:OG/ZOIZD?

document can be downloaded from the website https://www.eproc.

karnataka.gov.in _Further details can be had from: THE 2020_ARDD_10501_1) HAS BEEN TREATED AS

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (MINES), KPC Ltd., No.82. Shakti 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 CANCELLED DUE TO UNAVOIDABLE CIRCUMSTANCES.

Bhavan, Il Floor, Race Course Road, Bengaluru - 560 001. e-mail: 1 10,000/- Inviting Rate of Renting Vehical 1,00,00,000.00 Non-SOR 1,00,000/- |15 feaq Sd/-

cefuelskpcl@karnataka.gov.in / sefuels@gmail.com (D.K. CHAKMA)
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Gangster
Dubey’s aide
surrenders
in UP court

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KANPUR, JULY 30

SLAIN GANGSTER Vikas Dubey's
close aide Gopal Saini, against
whom the police had an-
nounced a bounty of Rs 1 lakh,
surrendered before a special
court in Kanpur Dehat on
Wednesday, a government
counsel said.

The Special Task Force (STF)
and Kanpur Police were on the
lookout for Saini since July 3 af-
ter eight po-
licemen, in-
cluding
Deputy SP
Devendra
Kumar Mishra,
were killed by
Dubey's
henchmen at
Bikruvillagein
Chaubeypur
area of Kanpur when they were
going to arrest him.

District Government Counsel
(Criminal) Raju Porwal told PTI
that Gopal Saini, accused in the
killing of eight policemen, sur-
rendered before the special court
at Maati in Kanpur Dehat.

Saini's lawyer had moved an
application for his surrender be-
fore the court, Porwal said but
did not elaborate on the details
of the application.

Kanpur Rural SP Brajesh
Srivastava confirmed that Gopal
Saini has surrendered before the
courtinKanpur Dehat. “We have
decided to move an application
before the court requesting for
his police custody so that he
can be questioned properly and
information about other mem-
bers of Vikas Dubey's gang who
are still evading arrest can be
obtained,” he said.

Initially, a cash reward of Rs
50,000 was announced on Saini
butit was laterincreased toRs 1
lakh, the police officer said.

Dubey was shot dead by po-
lice on the outskirts of Kanpur on
July 10. Earlier, five members of
the Dubey gang were killed in
separate encounters.

Vikas Dubey

IN SUSHANT SINGH RAJPUT DEATH CASE, HARSH SPOTLIGHT ON FRIEND RHEA

Sushant father, Bihar govt move SC on
Rhea plea; she says falsely implicated

ENS &PTI
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

NAMED IN an FIR lodged in
Patna by actor Sushant Singh
Rajput's father KK Singh, accus-
ing her of theft, cheating and
abetment to suicide, among oth-
ers, actor Rhea Chakraborty finds
herselfina spotlight that has just
got harsher.

Rhea and Sushant, who had
been friends for a couple of
years before the actor's death,
were to appear together in di-
rector Rumi Jeffery's film that
got stalled due to the Covid-19
pandemic.

On Wednesday, aday a Bihar
Police team met their counter-
parts in Bandra, Mumbai, to
gather information on the actor's
death case following the FIR,
Rhea moved the Supreme Court
and sought a stay on investiga-
tions in Patna.

She also petitioned the court
to transfer the probe to
Mumbai.

On Thursday, Singh and the
Bihar government also moved
the apex court and filed caveats
(a preemptive legal measure),
praying that they should be
heard before any decision is
taken on Rhea’s plea for transfer
of the FIR from Patna to
Mumbai.

In her petition, Rhea main-
tained that allegations in the FIR
“reflect the influence” Singh in
roping her in the case, PTI
reported.

“In the peculiar facts and cir-
cumstances of the present case,

Sushant Singh Rajput and Rhea Chakraborty

SC JUNKS PIL
SEEKING CBI PROBE

New Delhi: The Supreme
Courton Thursday rejected a
PIL seeking a CBI probe into
the “mysterious” death of ac-
tor Sushant Singh Rajput. A
bench headed by Chief]Justice
ofIndiaS ABobde told the pe-
titioner that the police should
be allowed to do their job.

“Go to Bombay High
Court if you have anything
concrete to show,” the
bench, also comprising
Justices A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian, said
when the plea filed by Patna
resident Alka Priya and
Sindhu Singh, an associate
professor of  Clinical
Medicine in the US, came up
for hearing.

The petitioners sought a
court-monitored probe by a
“special investigating team”
like CBIto “find out the verac-
ity and truthfulness of unnat-
ural death” of Rajput.  ENS

the Petitioner has been falsely
implicated...” the plea said.

“Petitioner has also received
various death and rape threats
and is in deep trauma due to
the loss of deceased, which is
multiplied further due to the
media sensitivity of the case,”
it said.

Rhea stated in the petition
that she and Sushant lived to-
gether “since a year up till June
8, when the petitioner had tem-
porarily shifted to her own resi-
dence in Mumbai”.

The plea stated that even
there is an iota of truth in the
case registered by Sushant's fa-
ther, the jurisdiction to probe the
offence would still lie with
Bandra police.

An MTV VJ-turned-actor,
Bengaluru-born Rhea made
her silver screen debutin 2012
with a Telugu film, Tuneega
Tuneega. Her Bollywood debut
came in 2013 with Ashima
Chhibber’s comedy, Mere Dad
Ki Maruti.

Some notable entries in her
filmography include Dobaara:
See No Evil, Half Girlfriend, and
Jalebi.

Mayawati calls for CBI inquiry into death

Lucknow: BSP chief Mayawati on
Thursday demanded a CBI in-
quiry into actor Sushant Singh
Rajput’s death. She also targeted
Congress leaders, doubting their
intention to get justice for the ac-
tor’s family.

“Every day new facts are
coming in the case of the death
of Bihar-origin Bollywood actor
Sushant Singh, and now lodging
of FIR by his father with Patna

Mayawati

Police has made the case more
intense. Rather than
Maharashtra or Bihar Police, it
will be better if the CBI investi-
gates the case now,” she tweeted.

Questioning the attitude of

On call with doctors, Assam man on
boat carries out emergency treatment

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

THE WATERS of the
Brahmaputra were rising, com-
munication links faltering and his
friend struggling to breathe. But
Mohfisur Rehman kept his nerve,
reaching out from Assam to doc-
tors in Delhi to give Lalchand
Biswas, suffering from acute liver
failure, a fresh lease of life.

In a heroic tale of floods and
friendship amid a pandemic, the
pharmacist put his friend on a
small boat, brought him to an
area of Assam's Morigaon town
where the mobile signal was
strong, and set up a web confer-
ence with doctors at the Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital in New Delhi.

Rehman then proceeded to
follow the doctor's instructions,
using his training as a pharma-
cistto carry out a physical exam-
ination, give his friend injections,
and even an enema—all from the
small boat.

“We thought we would lose
him. His condition was really de-
teriorating. His family cannot
speak Hindi or English, so I of-
fered to help them and con-
tacted the doctor at Ganga Ram.
Idid what a friend in need would
do,” Rehman told PTI.

Officials at SGRH on
Thursday said the distress call
came about two weeks ago.

The call was to Dr Ushast
Dhir, a consultant at the
Department of  Surgical
Gastroenterology and Liver

UTTARAKHAND’S BORDER WITH CHINA
For second line of defence, Centre looks
to boost tourism in border villages

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

IN THE backdrop of the Galwan
Valley standoff, the Centre is
planning to build a second line
of defence in villages bordering
China by relaxing tourism-re-
lated activities. Sources say the
first step in the direction will be
to free some parts of Gangotri
area in Uttarakhand from the
Inner Line Permit (ILP) system.
Uttarakhand shares a 350-
km border with China. Most of
the border villages see outward
migration owing to a lack of
livelihood opportunities.
Recently, Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat
had ameeting with S Deswal, the
Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)
chief, in which the latter raised
issues pertaining to reverse mi-
gration, road, mobile and power
connectivity, and promotion of
tourism in remote areas.
Following the meeting, the
Uttarakhand government an-
nounced steps to improve criti-
cal infrastructure, promote
tourismand civilian settlements
in the border areas of the state.
On Wednesday morning,
Union Tourism Minister Prahlad
Patel and Uttarakhand Tourism
Minister Satpal Maharaj had an
elaborate discussion on the mat-

ter at the former's office, where
the Centre is said to have agreed
in-principle to the state’s action
plan. Aformal order to the effect
will come from the Ministry of
Home Affairs in due course.
After the meeting, Maharaj
told The Indian Express, “We want
our border villages to be safe, for
which we have mooted the con-
ceptoftribal tourism. Forinstance,
we can have skiing activities in Niti
Valley area during winter, and the

Transplant. Rehman described
the symptoms and told him that
the patient was "drowsy, having
difficulty in breathing and had
swellingin the abdomen”, a sen-
ior official said.

Rehman was not very familiar
with administering injections and
an enema but closely followed
what the doctor was saying.

“Rehman's degree in phar-
macy came handy in this situa-
tion. He followed the instruc-
tions given by Dr Dhir and did
clinical examinations and ad-
ministered injections to his
friend,” the official said.

Biswas, who s in his 40s, will
be called to Delhi for further
medical treatment once the sit-
uation stabilises, hospital au-
thorities said.

oped as homestays which will di-
rectly help the village economy.

“Next, we are looking to get
permission for Kuti and Byas vil-
lages in Pithoragarh district,"
Maharaj said, adding that visitors
in border villages would get to
taste tribal cuisine. “We will also
hold discussions with the Home
Ministry regarding drawing up a
list of other villages where they
feel the need for increasing sur-
veillance,” he said.

Congress leaders in Maharashtra
and Bihar, Mayawati said, “In the
Sushant Rajput case, it appears
that with the different stance
taken by Congress leaders in
Maharashtra and Bihar, their in-
tention is to fulfil their personal
political purpose. Getting justice
for the affected family is second-
ary for them. This is not appro-
priate. Maharashtra government
should be serious.” ENS

ED seeks Sushant
father’s FIR
against Rhea to
check possibility
of PMLA case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED)is examining whether it can
probe the death of actor Sushant
Singh Rajput from the perspec-
tive of money laundering.

The agency has written to
Bihar Police to shareits FIRin the
matter. After studying it, the ED,
it is learnt, will take a call on
whether the case is fit for inves-
tigation under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA).

In the FIR, registered at a
Patna police station on July 25,
Sushant's father K K Singh has
held actor Rhea Chakraborty and
five others responsible for his
death. He has also alleged that
Rhea and the other accused si-
phoned off Sushant's money.

Sushant, 34, was found hang-
ing at hisapartment in Bandra, a
Mumbai suburb, on June 14.

In the FIR, Singh has alleged
thatRs 15 crore was siphoned off
from Sushant’s account in one
year “to bank accounts of persons
not known or connected to the
late actor”. Singh has also accused
Rhea of giving Sushant an over-
dose of medicine at her home and
“falsely telling him that the actor
was suffering from dengue”.

Sources said ED will probe
whether Rajput’s wealth has
been illegally siphoned off in a
manner that will attract money
laundering charges.

The FIR has been filed under
IPC Sections 306 (abetment of sui-
cide), 341 (wrongful restraint),
342 (wrongful confinement), 380
(theft in dwelling house), 406
(criminal breach of trust)and 420
(cheating). Of these, the offence of
cheating falls under the category
of predicate offences under PMLA.

MANIPUR

3 Assam Rifles men
killed in militant attack

3 banned outfits claim joint responsibility for ambush

JIMMY LEIVON &
ABHISHEK SAHA
IMPHAL, GUWAHATI, JULY 30

THREE ASSAM Rifles personnel
were killed and at least six oth-
ersinjured inamilitantattackin
Khongtal area of Manipur’s
Chandel district near the Indo-
Myanmar border on Wednesday
evening, a senior police officer
confirmed to The Indian Express.

“The Assam Rifles team was
returning to their base at
Khongtal when an IED exploded
followed by indiscriminate fire,”
said a police officer in
Chakpikarong, under whose ju-
risdiction the area is, adding that
the attack took place around 6.30
pm on Wednesday.

An official statement from
the Assam Rifles and the Indian
Army was awaited at the time of
filing this report.

In a statement issued on
Thursday, the Manipur Naga
People’s  Front (MNPF),
Revolutionary People’s Front

ITTM scientist, technical offi

A police officer said the
Assam Rifles team was
returning to their base
when an IED exploded
followed by
indiscriminate fire

(RPF) and the United Liberation
Front of Asom-Independent
(ULFA-I) have jointly claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack, say-
ing that they were “fighting
against colonial ruler India for
our independence”.

The deceased have been
identified as Havildar Pranay
Kalita from Assam, Rifleman
Metha Konyak from Nagaland,
and Rifleman Ratan Salam from
Manipur.

In a condolence message
emailed to the press, Manipur
Chief Minister N Biren Singh said
that the soldiers were ambushed
“while they were returning back
to Company Operating Base,

Khongtai”.

“I strongly condemn the
cowardly attack on the Assam
Rifles troops. The sacrifice made
by the soldiers in fighting with
the militants will not go in vain.
The country will always remem-
ber their martyrdom,” he said.

Assam Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal expressed
shockat the death of the soldiers
and called it a “dastardly attack”.
“Militancy is not a solution to any
problem rather it complicates
the situation,” he said, adding
that the last rites of Havildar
Pranay Kalita will be conducted
with full state honours.

It is after several years that
Manipur has witnessed a mili-
tant attack at such a scale, com-
ing on the heels of Independence
Day. In June 2015, 18 soldiers
were killed and several others in-
jured in an ambush in Moltuk
valley of Chandel district.
Soldiers of the 6 Dogra Regiment
were going towards Pallel from
their base in Moltuk when their
convoy was ambushed.

1CCT

booked by CBI for corruption

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JULY 30

THE CBI has booked a senior sci-
entist and a technical officer
from the Pune-based Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology
(IITM) and directors of a
Mumbai-based private com-
pany on charges of corruption in
procurement and commission-
ing of digital displays for a
weather forecasting system.
The agency lodged an FIR on
June 20 after a preliminary in-
quiry initiated in December last
year. The CBI made the details

public on Thursday after incrim-
inating material was recovered
in searches conducted
Wednesday at the office and res-
idential premises of the accused.
Officials said that the alleged cor-
ruption took place between 2011
and 2018 in purchases related to
the ‘System of Air Quality and
Weather Forecasting And
Research’ (SAFAR) project -- of
the Ministry of Earth Sciences --
implemented by IITM.

The FIR registered with the
CBI's Anti Corruption Branch in
Pune has named Dr Gufran Beig,
Scientist 'F' Grade of Physical
Meteorology and Aerology

Division of the [ITM and in-charge
of the SAFAR Project, and Senior
Technical Officer Vipin Mali. It
also names a private firm and its
two directors. All have been
booked under IPC sections for
cheating, forgery, criminal con-
spiracy and relevant sections of
the Prevention of Corruption Act.

The winner of the Shanti
Swaroop Bhatnagar award in
2006 in the discipline of Earth,
Atmosphere, Ocean and
Planetary Sciences, Beigis known
to have contributed significantly
in setting up SAFAR in India.

Beig was unavailable for
comment.

place will become
inhabited if people

get livelihood
through tourism.
That will ensure
safety and surveil-
lance of our border
villages and troops
will get additional
support.

“In the first
stage, we will open
up Mukhba,
Bagholi and Harsil
in the Gangotri
area, so you can see
and enjoy all these
places,” he said.

The minister
said that once the
ILP system was
lifted, the state
tourism department
would encourage
houses in the vil-
lages to be devel-
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HARYANA STATE COUNCIL FOR
SCIENCE, INNOVATION & TECHNOLOGY

Invites Nominations For

FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2020

Cash Prize of Rs.4 lakh,
Citation & Trophy

For Eminent Scientists
above 40 years of age

FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION

Cash Prize of Rs.1 lakh,
Citation & Trophy

For Eminent Scientists
below 40 years of age

1IN THE FIELD OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

= The cut off date for determining the age of 40 years for nominations
of Haryana Yuva Vigyan Ratna Awards is December 31, 2020,

= Only fresh nominations will be entertained.
= Self-nominations will not be entertained under any circumstance,

For detailed guidelines please visit our website

www.dstharyana.gov.in

The nominations should reach the Council's office

by August 31, 2020

Expanding Horizons of Science

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT, HARYANA

Bays 35-38, Sector — 2, Panchkula — 134112

Phone: 0172-2560339, 2561339, 2563439, Fax No. 0172-2560018

Website: www.dstharyana.gov.in  e-Mail: dsthry@gmail.com
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WORDLY WISE
A ROOM WITHOUT BOOKS IS LIKE A BODY
WITHOUT A SOUL.
— Marcus TuLrLius CICERO

ThelndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

NEW POLICY, OLD TEST

National Education Policy’s stress on reforms is welcome. It will
be tested on campus and in classroom where deep faultlines lie

HE CURRENT EDUCATION policy was drafted in the 1980s. It underwent

modifications in 1992. But that was when the liberalisation of the economy

was barely out of the policy books, the importance of the digital sphere

wasn't recognised beyond specialist circles, the demographic dividend

was scarcely talked about and the Right To Education Act was a decade-
and-a-half away from entering the statute book. The New Education Policy (NEP), an-
nounced by the government on Wednesday, is thus long overdue. It has been in the mak-
ing for nearly five years and reports of two committees — the TSR Subramanian Committee
in2016 and the K Kasturirangan Committee last year — have informed the final draft. The
challenge before its framers was not just to respond to the dynamics of the knowledge
economy but also to reckon with a milieu in which pedagogy has become deeply politi-
cised. To its credit, the policy does not bear too heavy an imprint of the deeply polarised
political climate in which it has been finalised.

The NEP proposes the extension of the Right to Education (RTE) to all children up to
the age of 18 butitis also alive to the criticism that while mandating accessibility, the RTE
Act paid short shrift to learning outcomes. It talks about improving foundational literacy
and numeracy — deficits in which have been underlined by several ASER reports — and
underlines the importance of pedagogical and technological interventions to scale down
the learning crisis. It proposes a range of measures that aim “to make education more
experiential, holistic, discovery-oriented, learner-centred and enjoyable” — including the
move to make the mother tongue or the local language the medium of instruction. It is
welcome that children will be given more choice of subjects, and “there will be no hard
separation among arts, humanities and sciences”. In higher education too, it does well to
envisage the breaking of boundaries between disciplines and transforming institutions
“into large multi-disciplinary universities and colleges”.

Yet enormous challenges remain. The policy recognises, for instance, that “vibrant
campus life is essential for high-quality teaching learning processes”. But if developments
in some of the country’s premier universities — JNU and Jamia Millia Islamia, for instance
— are indication, the campus’s promise as a space that nurtures critical thought, politi-
cal argument and debate is increasingly embattled. The NEP’s claims will also come up
against a sharpening fault line — India’s digital divide that has been highlighted and deep-
ened by the COVID pandemic. As an ongoing series of reports in this paper during the
lockdown have highlighted, the classroom itself is under pressure like never before.
Disparities between the rich and poor, urban and rural, show up strikingly in access to dig-
ital tools. If technology is a force-multiplier in some cases, in others it is inaccessible. The
looming economic distress is playing out harshly in schools with students dropping out,
their parents out of work and unable to pay fees, teachers not being paid their dues. Surely,
these are beyond the NEP's remit but the test of a policy is on the ground — not just on pa-
per. With the largest number of young — and poor — in the world, the task is cut out.

FIGHTING THE INFODEMIC

Aunified database of COVID-19 patients would streamline
immediate responses and warn of future effects

SIGNIFICANT DATA project for systematic, long-term engagement with

the COVID-19 pandemic awaits clearance from the ethics committee of

the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). In collaboration with

the health ministry, the All India Institute of Medical Sciences and 15

institutions of national importance, the ICMR will pool a national clin-
ical registry covering all COVID-19 patients who have been hospitalised. The institutions
will mentor other clinical organisations involved in the response to the pandemic, to
widen the footprint of the database. Both in the short and long term, the utility of a com-
mon repository for clinical data cannot be underestimated.

The biggest challenge that the pandemic has presented to health professionals and pol-
icymakers is a lack of standardised information. Amidst an infodemic, the world wasted
valuable time in the pursuit of off-label miracle cures, ranging from a malaria drug to a
vermifuge, on the basis of questionable or indifferent reports. Many reported results that
would have been treated as anecdotal, were the world not in crisis mode. Even now, the
long-term effects of the novel coronavirus remain in the realm of conjecture. Physicians
are repeatedly calling for caution, as they report numerous yet anecdotal cases of recov-
ered patients who return months after recovery with damage to organs not ordinarily
affected by respiratory viruses, and vascular effects, including strokes. A unified database
is essential for tracking patients over the long term, for their own safety, to propagate
successful interventions globally, and to examine how the virus may interact with other
factors, like genetic makeup, comorbidities, location, climate and diet.

In the short term, a database would help to answer critical questions. What is the
phone number of the nearest plasma donor? Which patients can be helped immediately
by a newly discovered intervention? But to be completely useful, such a database should
engage patients. They should be able to report changes in their condition directly to the
database in an organised, delimited manner, automatically flagging the need for interven-
tion to the authorities, and points of interest to researchers.

AMMA’S THINGS

An inventory of her personal possessions reveals some of
Jayalalithaa’s secrets, shelters some stories

N THE LONG tumultuous political life of ] Jayalalithaa, No 81, Poes Garden har-

boured many secrets and stories. It was a house named after her mother, from

where she fashioned her own transformation from film star to beloved “Amma”,

and whose doors she eventually shut to most friends and family. Since the death

of Tamil Nadu’s former chief minister in 2016, the house was been caught in a tug-
of-war that ended with the government acquiring it to turn it into a memorial.

The government has put out aninventory of moveable and immoveable property in the
house. What can this list of objects and possessions tell us about the enigmatic and often-
ruthless politician? One could read the 4 kilos of gold, 610 kg of silver and 10,000 garments
as evidence of a life of excesses and disproportionate acquisition by a politician who did go
to prison on charges of corruption. But how would that square with the ferocity with which
she deglamourised herself as a politician and heir to MGR? Among her possessions were
8,376 books, a collection which is not usually talked up as much as her silk saris, jewellery
and shoes. But that would not surprise those who knew Jayalalithaa as an eclectic reader —
from Periyar to Agatha Christie, and Annadurai to Thirukkural.

Any woman politician who succeeds in India has to lock away large chunks of herself
from public view. Jayalalithaa, a Brahmin who took over a party based on Dravidian ide-
ology,a woman who never forgave the public assault on her in the Tamil Nadu assembly,
and a film star who forged an agenda of women’s welfare, knew the art of living on the
cusp of competing expectations. If the walls of Poes Garden could speak, they would tell

that fascinating story.
N N N

Educating India

National Education Policy 2020 needs a close scrutiny, a
full debate, for what it says and what it doesn’t

KuMKUM ROy

THE NATIONAL EDUCATION Policy, an ambi-
tious and complex document, laying down a
road map for the next two decades, has been
adopted in the midst of a pandemicand aloc-
kdown, which renders discussion and debate
difficult. Nevertheless, it requires closer scr-
utiny, in terms of its implications for the mar-
ginalised, disciplinary spaces, autonomy, and
constitutional values, among other things.

What are its implications for the majority
of those covered under the acronym SEDGs
(Socially and Economically Disadvantaged
Groups)in the text? Absent in the document,
asfarasIcould see, is any mention of the term
“caste”, apart from a fleeting reference to
Scheduled Castes. Also absent is any mention
of reservation in academic institutions,
whether for students, teachers, or other em-
ployees. Reservation, necessary but not suffi-
cient, is the bare minimum required in terms
of affirmative action in the highly differenti-
ated socio-economic milieu in which we ex-
ist. The silence of the document on this issue
is troubling, to say the least.

Equally disturbing is the passing reference
toeducational institutions in tribal areas, des-
ignated as ashramshalas (NEP 1.8) and envis-
aged as part of the Early Childhood Children
Education programme. What, one wonders,
will be transacted in these institutions. While
there are sections of the document (for in-
stance, NEP 14.4) that describe ways in which
SEDGs are supposed to gain access to higher
educationinstitutions, there is no time-frame
thatis specified. This is particularly crucial as
the document visualises increased “benign”
privatisation of education, attempting to dis-
tinguish this from commercialisation. In a sit-
uation of growing privatisation and the near
collapse of public institutions of higher edu-
cation, how these policies will be imple-
mented is a matter of concern.

One of the buzz words in the document is
multi-disciplinarity — an apparently attractive
and flexible proposition, allowing learners to
experiment with a variety of options. We learn
(NEP 11.7) that “Departments in Languages,
Literature, Music, Philosophy, Indology, Art,
Dance, Theatre, Education, Mathematics,
Statistics, Pure and Applied Sciences, Sociology,
Economics, Sports, and other such subjects

‘While there is a running
refrain of autonomy and
choice in the document, this
is circumscribed at crucial
junctures. For instance, the
selection of vocational
subjects in middle school is
described as a fun choice. At
the same time, it is to be
exercised ‘as decided by
States and local communities
and as mapped by local
skilling needs’ (NEP 4.8).
Further up in the scheme of
things is the National Testing
Agency (NEP 4.38) which, we
learn ‘will serve as a premier,
expert, autonomous testing
organisation to conduct
entrance examinations... in
higher educational
institutions.” This is expected
to be a means of ‘drastically
reducing the burden on
students, universities and
colleges, and the entire
education system.’

needed for a multidisciplinary, stimulating
Indian education and environment will be es-
tablished and strengthened at HEIs across the
country.” While the listis unexceptionable, it is
worth flagging what is missed out — fields of
studies such as Women'’s Studies or Gender
Studies, Cultural Studies, Media Studies, Dalit
Studies, Studies of Discrimination and
Exclusion, Environmental Studies and
Development Studies, all of which have devel-
oped over the last three or four decades. Many
of these have engaged with multi-disciplinar-
ity/inter-disciplinarity in exciting and disturb-
ingways, bringing to the fore issues of diversity,
difference and identity. That these develop-
mentsare ignored in what purports tobe a for-
ward-looking document is intriguing.

While there is a running refrain of auton-
omy and choice in the document, this is cir-
cumscribed at crucial junctures. For instance,
the selection of vocational subjects in middle
school is described as a fun choice. At the
same time, it is to be exercised “as decided by
States and local communities and as mapped
by local skilling needs” (NEP 4.8).

Further up in the scheme of things is the
National Testing Agency (NEP 4.38) which,
we learn “will serve as a premier, expert, au-
tonomous testing organisation to conduct en-
trance examinations... in higher educational
institutions.” This is expected to be a means
of “drastically reducing the burden on stu-
dents, universities and colleges, and the entire
education system.” That instead of an over-
arching centralised agency, an innovative ed-
ucational policy would attempt to create
space for context-specific and diverse modes
of evaluation for different fields of learning is
a possibility that remains unexplored.

Overall, HEIs will now be run by a Board of
Governors (NEP 19.2), backed by legislative
changes where required. Further centralisa-
tion is envisaged through the setting up of
“the National Higher Education Regulatory
Authority (NHERA)... to regulate in a ‘light
but tight’ and facilitative manner, meaning
that a few important matters — particularly fi-
nancial probity, good governance, and full on-
line and offline public disclosure of all fi-
nances, procedures, faculty/staff, courses,and
educational outcomes — will be very effec-

tively regulated, while leaving the rest to the
judgment of the HEIs (NEP 20.4).” What, one
wonders, remains in “the rest”.

While we have been hearing a great deal
about the benefits of being atma-nirbhar, the
policy explicitly facilitates the presence of for-
eign universities within higher education.
Also,and perhaps more intriguing, these uni-
versities are held up as ideals to be emulated.
So “MERUs (Multidisciplinary Education and
Research Universities) will be set up and will
aim to reach the global status of, e.g,, the Ivy
League Universities in the US.” (NEP 11.10)

Several universities and HEIs have evolved
and sustained democratic mechanisms, in-
cluding academic and executive councils.
These formulate, discuss,and implement poli-
cies, courses and other institutional matters.
What has made them vibrant institutions is
the presence of faculty and students, elected,
as well as on the basis of seniority and rota-
tion. Jettisoning these structures, norms and
practices for a linear top-down mode of ad-
ministration, as envisaged, will deprive mem-
bers of HEIs of an opportunity to engage with
the challenges of democratic functioning.

Alsoworrisome is what happens with the
Constitution —while anassortment of values
are identified as constitutional, including
“knowledge and practice of human and con-
stitutional values (such as patriotism, sacri-
fice, non-violence, truth, honesty, peace, right-
eous conduct, forgiveness, tolerance, mercy,
sympathy, helpfulness, cleanliness, courtesy,
integrity, pluralism, responsibility, justice, lib-
erty, equality, and fraternity)” (NEP4.23),and
there is an occasional mention of fundamen-
tal duties, one searches in vain for any allusion
to fundamental rights. Are these to be erased
from the memories of future generations?

It is to be hoped that beyond the imme-
diate excitement that the announcement of
the implementation of the NEP has gener-
ated, there will be opportunities to examine
its long-term implications, and, if necessary,
revisit it, before it is actually implemented.

The writer is professor, Centre for Historical
Studies, JNU. She has been involved in
developing textbooks and

curriculum for NCERT
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DoOG FACTS

ABC programme should be better implemented, but its criticism misses the point

HIRANMAY KARLEKAR

THISREFERS TO Coomi Kapoor’s article, 'Gone
to the dogs' (IE, July 27).1am extremely sorry
that Kapoor, a former colleague with whom I
have always had the most cordial ties, was bit-
ten by a dog. Some aspects of her piece, how-
ever, need to be contested.

She observes: “The ABC [Animal Birth
Control] offers no scientific method for a sys-
tematic vaccination drive and stabilising the
country’s canine population.” The ABC pro-
gramme is the only scientific method for con-
trolling stray dog populations. Inits Technical
Report Series 931, WHO's expert consultation
on Rabies, which met in October 2004, states:
“Since the 1960s, Animal Birth Control pro-
grammes coupled with rabies vaccination
have been advocated as a method to control
urban street male and female dog populations
and ultimately human rabies in Asia.”

Under the ABC programme, stray dogs are
picked up from an area, sterilised and vacci-
nated against rabies and returned to the same
area. Being territorial, they keep unsterilised
and unvaccinated dogs out and the authori-
ties can concentrate on sterilising and vacci-
natingin new areas until all stray dogs of a city
or district are covered. Killing all dogs in an
areawould enable unsterilised, unvaccinated
dogs to come in and the authorities will have
to return to the same area to kill the new ar-
rivals. Until the promulgation of ABC Rules,
the number of stray dogs continued to in-
crease in India despite relentless mass killing.

The ABC programme also serves to reduce
cases of dog bites. Since sterilised bitches do

Killing all dogs in an area
would enable unsterilised and
unvaccinated dogs from
elsewhere to come in and the
authorities will have to return
repeatedly to the same area to
kill the new arrivals.
Unsurprisingly, until the
promulgation of ABC Rules,
the number of stray dogs
continued to increase in
India despite relentless

mass killing,

notcome on heat, dogs do not fight over them.
This drastically reduces the number of in-
stances in which a higher level of aggression
leads to the biting of people. Also, since ster-
ilised bitches do not litter, one does not wit-
ness the rise in their aggression level that oc-
curs when they are guarding their puppies.

Feeding stray dogs isimportant. It helps to
catch them for neutering. One needs a large
number of feeding points because dogs are
territorial and cannot venture out of their
beats to eat. A well-fed dog is less likely to be
aggressive than a hungry one.

Doubtless, the ABC programme is not be-
ing properly implemented. The fault lies with
implementing arms — state governments and
municipal bodies. They must be forced to pro-
vide adequate funds and administrative sup-
port — and not in defenestrating the pro-
gramme itself.

Kapoor writes: “According to a conserva-
tive WHO estimate, there are 20,000 annual
rabies deaths in India.” WHO's figures on ra-
bies deaths in India are suspect. To cite an ex-
ample, WHO’s World Survey of rabies No. 34
for 1998 puts the number of rabies deaths in
India at 30,000. The survey’s annexure 3, had
the entry “most parts” against India in the col-
umn under the heading, “Geographical distri-
bution.” The space against India in the column
under the heading “Trends” was left blank.
WHO's World Survey of Rabies No. 35 for1999
describes the geographical distribution of the
incidence of rabies in India as being confined
to “limited areas”. The entry in the column un-

der the heading of “Trend” is “Decrease.” How
can, inthe course of one year, the incidence of
rabies in the country contract from “most
parts” to “limited areas”? More glaringly, the
1999 survey does not give any figure for the
number of human deaths fromrabies inIndia!

Since 2005, the Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare’s Central Bureau of Health
Intelligence (CBHI) has been annually pub-
lishing a National Health Profile for the coun-
try. According to its 2018 edition, there were 97
cases of human deaths from rabies country-
wide in 2017. According to the relevant pre-
ceding annual National Health Profiles, there
were 86 human deaths from rabies in 2016,
113in 2015, 125in 2014 and 132 in 2013. Nor
did the figures remotely approach 30,000 or
20,000 in earlier years. There, for example,
were 386, 365 and 485 deaths from rabies in
1997, 1998 and 1999 respectively. The num-
ber was 486in 2000 and 488 in 2001.

Under-reporting to the government can-
not explain the difference between its and
WHO's figures. The Union and state govern-
ments’ health infrastructure cover the entire
country. Besides cases reported toit, it cannot
miss reports in the local print and electronic
media, which feature rabies deaths and dog-
bite cases regularly and prominently. In any
case, under-reporting can by no means ex-
plain the huge difference between the gov-
ernment’s and the WHO's figures.

The writer is a senior journalist and member,
Animal Welfare Board of India

Jury 31,1980, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

ASSAM NOTIFICATION

THE CENTRE HAS paved the way for the end
of the 10-month-long agitation in Assam
and resumption of negotiations on the sub-
stantive question of the foreign nationals
issue. It announced in Parliament its deci-
sion to withdraw on August 2 the notifica-
tion issued under the Assam Disturbed
Areas Act and to release detenus who were
not involved with violence "on the clear un-
derstanding that the All-Assam Students
Union and the All Assam Gana Sangram
Parishad would withdraw all aspects of the
agitation with effect from the same date.
The blockade on crude oil, however, will

continue.

MizORAM CEASEFIRE
HOME MINISTER ZAIL Singh announced in
the Lok Sabha that the Mizo National Front
had agreed to stop all underground activity
in Mizoram Irom the midnight of July 31-
August 1, 1980. Similarly, he said, the secu-
rity forces would suspend operations
against MNF activists from that date.
However, they would continue to check the
clandestine crossing of the international
borders, besides maintaining and order. In
a statement to the House, the Home
Minister said the agreement had been
achieved following two meetings between
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, and the MNF
leader Laldenga.

New Delhi

FM ON PRICES

FINANCE MINSTERR Venkataraman told the
Lok Sabha that now that the price rise graph
had reached a plateau, it would soon start lev-
elling up. Replying to the debate on the
Finance Bill, he said that while preparing the
budget, he was aware that prices would rise,
for awhile, for a variety of reasons, including
the rise in the prices of petroleum products.
But this effect had worked itself out now and
“there should be no apprehension in any-
body's mind that prices would continue to
rise”. He said except for a big rise in the prices
of afew items, like petroleum (37.4 per cent)
gur and sugar (24.9 per cent), prices of other
commodities had gone up by only 10 per cent.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The people of Gilgit-Baltistan have for long been denied full rights as
citizens of Pakistan thanks largely to the power games being played in South

Asia, particularly the Kashmir dispute.”

—DAWN

When actors cross the line

Rajasthan High Court’s interim order in Sachin Pilot case raises serious questions.
It also provides an opportunity for government to revisit anti-defection law

FA1ZAN M USTAFA

LORD DENNING, ONE of the foremost British
judges of the 20th century, once observed that
“a judge must not alter the material of which
the act is woven, but he can and should iron
out the creases”. The anti-defection law was
enacted to deal with the Aya Ram, Gaya Ram
malaise or floor crossing by legislators. In the
last six years, as many as 119 Congress MLAs
invarious states have switched sides to the BJP.
Between 1967-1971, 142 defections in
Parliament and 1,969 in state assemblies had
taken place, leading to the collapse of as many
as 32 governments. About 212 of the defectors
were rewarded with ministerial berths.

The Rajasthan High Court’s interim order
inrebel Congress MLA Sachin Pilot’s case may
have the undesirable effect of diluting the anti-
defection law, curtailing the powers of the
Speaker and political leadership of partiesin-
cluding the BJP and damaging the well-estab-
lished law on legislative privileges. Governor
Kalraj Mishra has finally agreed to an
Assembly session on August 14. He had thrice
rejected Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot’s request
to convene the House before announcing the
date. The governor’s conduct has not been fair,
impartial or constitutional.

Regarding the governor’s powers on con-
vening the Assembly, the Supreme Court in
Nabam Rebia (2016) held that the office does
not have any discretion in this matter under
Article 174. The Rajasthan governor’s ques-
tions to the CM, particularly whether he will
“take the trust vote”, are in violation of Article
174 and established parliamentary conven-
tions. The SCin cases of defection/dissidence
hasbeeninsisting on an early floor test so that
horse trading is stopped. Governor Mishra’s
insistence on 21 days’ notice (now agreed to,
taking first recommendation on July 23 into
account) will encourage horse trading.
Whether all CMs similarly circumstanced get
21 days needs to be seen. The governor is in
violation of his oath under Article 159 since,
under the provision, he has a duty to preserve,
protect and defend the Constitution, not the
interests of any particular political party. In
Hargovind Pantv. Dr Raghukul Tilak (1979), the
Supreme Court has held that the governor is
notanemployee, and he is not under the con-
trol of the central government. He is an inde-
pendent constitutional entity.

COVID-19is no excuse to refrain from con-
vening the Assembly session. In Madhya
Pradesh, the Speaker, who had adjourned the
House when the pandemic was reported, was
ordered by the apex court to take the trust
vote. Rajya Sabha elections were held in which
MILAs of various states participated. A religious
event is scheduled on August 5 in Ayodhya. It
is the duty of the Speaker to take safety meas-
ures, the governor need not worry about it.

The disqualification notice against the
rebels has been stayed by the Rajasthan High
Court without any detailed, reasoned order.
Strangely, after the conclusion of arguments
and on the eve of delivery of the judgment, an
application was moved to make the central
government a party. The high court promptly
accepted the request. Why did Pilot in his orig-

inal petition not make the Centre a party?
Why did the eminent advocates who argued
for Pilot, not ask the court to issue a notice to
the Centre? Why didn’t the high court on its
owndo sowhile hearing arguments about the
constitutionality of the anti-defection law?
While some of the issues framed by the HC
are important, others have sought a relook at
the law settled by the apex court.

As per the law laid down by the Supreme
Court, the HC does not have much of a choice
indetermining the constitutionality of the anti-
defection law. Accepting Pilot's argument that
the Tenth Scheduleis unconstitutional asitin-
fringes on the legislative privilege of free
speech, will open a Pandora’s box. His central
argument is that he cannot be disqualified un-
der Section 2(a) or (b) of the Tenth Schedule
because the Assembly is not in session and,
therefore, there is no whip. But the anti-defec-
tion law does not merely talk of going against
the party whip, it also prohibits what it calls
“voluntarily given up membership of the
party”. Whether alegislator has given up party
membership has nothing to do with the leg-
islative assembly’s sessions and whips. Here,
circumstantial evidence becomes crucial.

In the law of evidence, we have two kinds
of evidence — direct and circumstantial. In
most conspiracy cases and high-profile terror
cases,accused are convicted based on circum-
stantial evidence. Pilot has not yet said any-
thing about leaving the Congress. In fact, he
has gone on record that he is not joining the
BJP. But circumstantial evidence — the gover-
nor’s actions, the lawyers representing Pilot,
hospitality offered to the rebels in BJP-ruled
Haryana, and the fact that the BJP is likely to
be the primary beneficiary of Pilot’s revolt —
suggests the opposite. Thus, the well-known
maxim of res ipsa loquitor — facts speak for
themselves — goes against Pilot. In RaviS. Naik
(1994), the SCheld that resignation is not nec-
essary for voluntarily giving up party mem-
bership and an inference can be drawn from
aperson’s conduct in this regard.

Clause 6(1) of the Tenth Schedule lays
down that the final decision on disqualifica-
tion is to be taken by the Speaker. Clause 7 of
the Schedule explicitly bars the jurisdiction of
courts with respect to any matter connected

Let this case be used by the
government to revisit the
anti-defection law and
legislatively remove its
defects. The Dinesh
Goswami Committee in
1990 had proposed limiting
disqualification to
confidence or no-confidence
motion, money bill and
voluntarily giving up the
member of a party. It had
also recommended that the
decision should be taken by
the President/governor on
the advice of the Election
Commission. In 1999, the
Law Commission, in its
170th report, suggested that
whip should be confined to
matters when the
government is in danger.

CR Sasikumar

withdisqualification under this Schedule. The
Supreme Court held in the Kihoto Hollohan
judgment (1992) and Jagjit Singh (2006) that
the Speaker’s decision s subject to judicial re-
view. In Shrimath Balasaheb Patil v. Hon’ble
Speaker, Karnataka Legislative Assembly (2019),
the apex court held that the object of anti-de-
fection law is to stop the lure of political of-
fices or similar considerations and only lim-
ited judicial review is available against the
Speaker’s decision on the grounds of violation
of constitutional mandate, mala fides, non-
compliance with the rules of natural justice
and perversity. In Pilot’s case, the SC has said
itwill examine this issue after the Speaker an-
nounces his decision.

Notices were issued to Pilot to explain his
absence from two meetings of the Congress
Legislative Party. These meetings were held
amidst allegations of defection. Instead of re-
sponding to the notice, the dissidents led by
Pilot moved court to challenge the constitu-
tionality of the notice. In the past, courts have
upheld circumstances such as going to the
governor with opposition leaders and non-
compliance with party diktats as fulfilling the
requirement of “voluntarily given up mem-
bership of the party”. Vice-President Venkaiah
Naidu disqualified senior JD(U) leader Sharad
Yadav for attending an RJD rally: Neither the
Delhi High Court nor the Supreme Court
stayed the decision. The law on the violation
of short notice is also clear. These rules being
of subordinate legislation, are merely direc-
tory, not mandatory.

Let this case be used by the government to
revisit the anti-defection law and legislatively
remove its defects. The Dinesh Goswami
Committee in 1990 had proposed limiting dis-
qualification to confidence or no-confidence
motion, money bill and voluntarily giving up
the membership of a party. It had also recom-
mended that the decision should be taken by
the President/governor on the advice of the
Election Commission. In 1999, the Law
Commission, in its 170th report, suggested
that whip should be confined to matters when
the government is in danger.

The writer is a constitutional law expert.
Views are personal

Taking the easy way out

Poverty, not age of marriage, is responsible for women's poor health indicators

THE GOVERNMENT'S proposal toraise the le-
gal age of marriage for women illustrates a
timeless principle of governance that rises
above all ideologies. When you can’t do the
things that desperately need to be done, do
something else that you can do easily, evenif
it does not need doing. At a time when the
country is facing its worst overall crisis since
Independence, the government has set up a
special task force to advise it on the issue of
raising the age of marriage for girls from 18
to 21 years.

We know only too well that India is usu-
ally near the bottom of the international
rankings on gender indicators. India also has
the largest absolute number of girls who
marry below the age of 18. Therefore, raising
the age of marriage to 21 could well be seen
as a step towards gender equality that also
addresses the health problems of young
mothers and their infants. But unfortunately,
this reasoning is both unsound and unwise.

The topic of “child marriage” in contem-
porary India has not received the attention
it needs. Public discussion is confined to the
occasional coverage in the media where child
marriage and trafficking are often carelessly
conflated. The periodic National Family
Health Surveys (NFHS) provide an interna-
tionally-recognised measure of child mar-
riage, namely, the proportion of those in the
age group 20-24 years who married before
reaching 18 years of age. In the latest survey,

NFHS-4 of 2015-16, this proportion is 26.8
per cent,down from 47 per cent in 2005-06.
This is a significant decline and the Census
shows a similar trend between 2001 to 2011.
Along with such impressive declines, NFHS-
4 shows that only 6.6 per cent were marry-
ing below the age of 15. In other words, the
problem in India today is no longer of child
marriage but late adolescent marriage, and a
declining one. It might interest readers to
know that there are no differences between
Hindus and Muslims in these trends.

There is an almost global consensus on 18
years as the age of social adulthood. A com-
mon threshold for voting rights, driving priv-
ileges and much else (with employment and
sexual consent at even younger ages), itis also
the most common standard for marriage
across the world. Scientists have recognised
it as the age when the female body reaches
full development, such that a healthy woman
with adequate ante-natal care can be expected
to have a healthy baby. It is already the legal
age of marriage in India, so why the hurry to
raise it above the international norm?

The best answer would probably go
something like this: Raising the age of mar-
riage will raise the age of motherhood, and
thus the probability that mother and child
will be healthier. It will also lower the fertil-
ity rate. But this answer rests on a partial
truth that is dangerously misleading. Our
health indicators on young mothers and their

infants are as bad as they are because poorer
(and therefore more malnourished) women
are marrying at younger ages compared to
their wealthier counterparts. If poor women
continue to remain poor and malnourished,
raising their age of marriage by a few years
will change very little. Much of the same
problems will recur when they marry at 21
years. This fact is confirmed by carefully dis-
aggregated statistical analyses.

Moreover, fertility rates in India have
been declining sharply. Demographers have
been pleasantly surprised by the decline
even in states like West Bengal and
Telangana, which have high rates of early
marriage. Poor families today are having
small families. Little is gained by pushing
them to have these children three years later.

On the other hand, if the legal age of mar-
riage for women were raised to 21, and the
trend shown in NFHS-4 holds, then 56 per
cent of Indian women in the 20-24 year age
group (who married below 21) would be
without legal protections and whose fami-
lies would be liable for punishment under
the new law. This number shoots up to 75
per cent for those in the poorest 20 per cent
of the population. Even in a progressive state
like Kerala, famous for high levels of educa-
tion and excellent health services, one-third
(of women between 20-24) marry before
they are 21. Remember that these numbers
are under-estimates since they do not count

those women currently in the 18-20 age
group who might also marry before 21. How
will it help to render such women without
legal recourse by going beyond the interna-
tional norm of 18 years?

There is so much else that must be tack-
led first. Numerous studies show that par-
ents are investing in their daughters’ educa-
tion (with near gender parity even in higher
education), but our education systemis fail-
ing the young. With few avenues of gainful
employment for young women, a home-
bound school drop-out becomes a source of
anxiety, and marriage the only viable
prospect. Well-intentioned conditional cash
transfer schemes by state governments re-
warding families who obey the law are pop-
ularly known as “dahej” (dowry) schemes.
Instead of tackling gender inequality, they
reinforce the belief that girls are a burdenre-
lieved only by marriage. To bring genuine
change, we need free education beyond
schooling for girls, coupled with job guaran-
tees, especially for those from rural areas and
vulnerable social locations. This would make
it genuinely possible for girls to have some
say as to whether, how or when they wished
to marry.

Johnis aresearcher at the Centre for
Women'’s Development Studies and author of
the upcoming Child Marriage in an
International Frame

Short may not
be sweet

RBI proposal on capping bank CEO tenure is
not supported by any cogent evidence, empirical
or otherwise

PRATIK DATTA

LAST MONTH, the Reserve Bank of India re-
leased a discussion paper on governance in
commercial banks in India. The apparent ob-
jective is to align the current regulatory
framework with global best practices while
being mindful of the context of the domes-
tic financial system. However, the proposal
to cap the tenure of a bank CEO needs to be
supported by adequate empirical evidence
rooted in Indian realities.

The paper proposes to cap the maxi-
mum tenure of a promoter/major share-
holder of a bank as a CEO or a Whole Time
Director (WTD)at 10years. The rationale of-
fered is that 10 years is an adequate period
for a promoter/major shareholder of abank
as CEO/WTD to stabilise its operations and
to transition the managerial leadership toa
professional management. The correspon-
ding limit for a CEO who is not a
promoter/major shareholder is 15 consec-
utive years. Thereafter, that individual is el-
igible for re-appointment as CEO or WTD
only after the expiration of three years.

Ordinary corporate governance norms
exhort managers torunacompany in the in-
terest of shareholders. Global experience
suggests that this approach may not be suit-
able for all types of banks. First, banks are
highly leveraged, creating powerful incen-
tives for shareholders to engage in risky
strategies at great risk to creditors, including
retail depositors. Second, bank failure could
involve systemic risk, which could result in
a government bail-out. This moral hazard
creates even more high-powered incentives
for shareholders to engage inrisky strategies.
Third, financial assets held by abank are hard
to monitor and measure. Consequently, ex-
ternal scrutiny of a bank by depositors and
creditors, among others, is difficult. Overall,
these unique factors are likely to encourage
bank managers to take excessive risks to
maximise shareholder value.

Bank governance seeks to curb such ex-
cessive risk-taking. It encourages prudent
risk-taking by bank managers such that
shareholders’interests are secondary to de-
positors’ interests. This is the main logic for
regulating the banks’ board structure and
managerial compensation, as suggested in
the Basel Committee on Banking
Supervision guidelines and the Financial
Stability Board principles respectively. From
this perspective, it is unclear whether im-
posing a maximum cap on CEO tenure to
separate ownership from management
would encourage prudent risk-taking by the
management.

Research suggests that CEO tenure could
have important implications for corporate
performance. This is because the managers’
decision horizons are usually shorter than
the investment horizons of other corporate
stakeholders, which may encourage myopic
decisions by a CEO.

For Indian banks, the limited empirical

evidence seems to suggest that bank per-
formance improves with increasing CEO
tenure. For instance, a paper by Jayati Sarkar
and Subrata Sarkar (2018), published in
International Journal of Financial Studies,
examines whether board governance struc-
tures (including CEO tenure) impact the per-
formance of Indian state-owned and private
commercial banks both in terms of asset
quality and profitability. It uses a sample of
25 state-owned banks, 14 old private banks
and seven new private banks for a period of
12 years from 2000 to 2012.

The paper finds that an increase in CEO
tenure is associated with significant im-
provements inasset quality with anaccom-
panyingincrease in the overall performance
of the bank. Moreover, the effect of CEO
tenure increases rapidly with the year of CEO
tenure. Consequently, the later years of a
CEO’s tenure are more effective than the ini-
tial years in affecting bank outcomes.
Further, CEO tenure effects are stronger in
private banks, both old and new. These find-
ings seem to be at odds with RBI's sugges-
tion to cap CEO tenure.

Concerning public sector banks (PSBs),
the PJ Nayak Committee report had identi-
fied shorter tenure of chairmen and execu-
tive directors as a key reason for weaker em-
powerment of their boards. This conclusion
was based on a working paper from ISB-
Hyderabad authored by Krishnamurthy
Subramanium, Arkodipta Sarkar and
Prasanna Tantri (2014). This paper argues
thatanincoming CEO inaPSBis likely to be
wary about the quality of bank assets dur-
ing his predecessor’s tenure. Given the threat
of prosecution, the incoming CEO is unlikely
tolend until he understands and obtains full
information about the bank’s existing assets.
Accordingly, the paper finds that the quarter
in which a new CEO takes charge, market-
adjusted lending declines by 1.7 per centand
the stock price also falls by 1.1 per cent. In
such circumstances, a shorter tenure creates
incentives for the incoming CEO toengage in
earnings management to present an overtly
positive view of the bank’s business and fi-
nancial position. In contrast, CEOs with
longer tenure have lower incentives to en-
gage in earnings management. Although
these findings do not apply to private banks,
they seem to suggest a case for a minimum
CEO tenure but not maximum CEO tenure.

To clarify, this is not to suggest that the
proposal on CEO tenure cap in the RBI paper
is incorrect. What is merely being high-
lighted is that the proposal does not appear
tobe supported by any cogent evidence, em-
pirical or otherwise, whichis available in the
publicdomain. This assumes significance in
light of the recent decision of the Supreme
Courtin Internet & Mobile Association of India
(IAMAI) v. RBI. In this case, the Court struck
down an RBI circular prohibiting dealing or
settling in virtual currencies on the ground
that RBIdid not adduce any cogent evidence
of the likely harm that its circular sought to
address. While there is nodirect parallel that
can be drawn, it may be prudent for the RBI
to publish anempirical study on the impact
of CEO tenure on bank performance before
translating this proposal into an enforceable
regulation.

The writer is senior research fellow at
Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co., New
Delhi. Views are personal

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

ONLINE VS OFFLINE

THIS REFERS TO the report, 'Children of
Bastar Village get lessons via loudspeak-
ers’(IE, July 29). The lack of internet con-
nectivity led to children of a village in
Bastar being taught via loudspeakers. As
[ start appreciating the initiative taken
in the village, several thoughts come in
my mind: What if the student has
doubts? What about the interactive ses-
sions between students and teachers?
What about the sound quality of loud-
speakers? Online interaction is among
the safest and most feasible mode of
teaching that can support our education
system during the pandemic. The gov-
ernment should speed up their process
to provide internet to all rural and semi-
urban areas.

Ayushi Singh, Agra

SCIENCE & POLITICS

THIS REFERS TO the article, The limits of
science'(IE, July 30). The failure of scien-
tists to effectively communicate effec-
tively the COVID-19 pandemic could be
better understood by recalling the opin-
ion of Brazilian teacher, Paulo Freire, that
education is a political act. That is why
science remains subordinated to the po-
litical dispensation, that is known to be
inclined towards market interests. The
history is replete with instances science
playing second fiddle to political and
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market forces. In the current pandemic,
the US-China rivalry has played a signif-
icantrole in the global response.

G Javaid Rasool, Lucknow

IMPROVE ARMOURY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Securing
caregivers’ (IE JULY 28). Health workers
are at a constant risk of exposure to
COVID-19 unlike other professionals. The
government has to come forward with
facilities for all frontline health workers
like dedicated emergency set ups and
protection kits and ensure the availability
of medicines.

Jayesh Shah, Vadodra

New Delhi
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RED PANDA BORN IN BERLIN

A rare red panda has been born at a Berlin zoo, only a few months after its
parents were brought to the German capital from India, the zoo said in a
statement Thursday. The little cub was first discovered on June 6 in its
mother's cave at the Tierpark Zoo and it is now the size of a guinea pig. The
animal's gender is know yet known and it has not yet been named
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Michelle Bolsonaro

BRAZIL
Bolsonaro’s
wife, minister
Covid positive

BRAZILIAN PRESIDENT Jair
Bolsonaro’s wife and one
of his ministers have tested
positive for Covid-19, ac-
cording to a statement on
Thursday. Just days after
her husband said he had
overcome the virus witha
negative test following
weeks in quarantine,
Bolsonaro’s wife Michelle
has tested positive, the
presidential office saidina
statement. Brazil's science
and technology minister,
Marcos Pontes, said his
test had come back posi-
tive, becoming the fifth
minister in Bolsonaro’s
government to be diag-
nosed with the disease.
Their infections are a pal-
pable sign of the scale of
the outbreak in Brazil.

PAKISTAN

Senate approval
fortwobills
related to FATF

Islamabad: Pakistan's
Senate on Thursday
unanimously approved
two bills related to the
tough conditions set by
the global money laun-
dering and terrorist fi-
nancing watchdog FATF, a
day after they were
passed in the National
Assembly amidst vocifer-
ous protest from the
Opposition parties. The
bills include measures of
freezing and seizure of as-
sets, travel ban, and arms
embargo on the entities
and individuals, who are
designated on the sanc-
tions list of the United
Nations and impose
heavy fine and long term
jails for those facilitating
militancy.

TAIWAN
Ex-president
Lee Teng-hui
diesat97

Taipei: Local media are re-
porting  that  ex-
Taiwanese President Lee
Teng-hui, who oversaw
the island's transition to
full democracy, died
Thursday evening. Lee
was 97 and had largely
dropped out of public life
in his later years. As a
member of the then-gov-
erning Nationalist Party,
Lee was made Taiwan's
leader following the
death of Chiang Ching-
kuo and in 1996 won
Taiwan's first direct pres-
idential election. He was
also the frequent target of
verbal attacks from China,
which claims Taiwan as
its own territory.

AFTER IMPOSITION OF NEW NATIONAL SECURITY LAW

Hong Kong moves against opposition
figures: 4 amrests, 12 disqualifications

NYT&AP
HONG KONG, JULY 30

WEEKS AFTER the Chinese gov-
ernment imposed a new national
security law on Hong Kong, rais-
ing fears of a broader crackdown
on the semiautonomous terri-
tory, the city’s authorities have
taken aggressive steps against
the pro-democracy opposition.

Officials on Thursday barred
12 candidates, including well-
known pro-democracy figures,
from the September legislative
election. The disqualifications
came aday after the police made
what appeared to be the first tar-
geted arrests of four activists ac-
cused of posting pro-independ-
ence messages online.

Opposition candidates said
they had hoped to ride a wave of
protests and public discontent to
electoral success in the election
on September 6. But they had
also acknowledged the fear that
the government would disqual-
ify candidates on the nebulous
grounds that they would not up-
hold the Basic Law, Hong Kong's
local Constitution.

The government did not de-
tail which candidates were
barred or why. But many identi-
fied themselves online. Among
them were Joshua Wong, a
prominent activist; Gwyneth Ho,
a former journalist; and four
members of the moderate pro-
democracy Civic Party. The gov-
ernment said more disqualifica-

Furore over
Islam remarks:
top Pentagon
nominee hearing
cancelled

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, JULY 30

A SENATE committee abruptly
cancelled a confirmation hearing
on Thursday on a controversial
former general's nominationtoa
top Pentagon post, amid contin-
ued furor over offensive remarks
he made about Islam and other
inflammatory comments.

The nomination of retired
Army Brigadier General Anthony
Tata to be the Pentagon's under
secretary for policy was already
under fire from Senate Democrats,
who sentalletter to him this week
calling for him to withdraw.

Tata, a staunch supporter of
President Donald Trump and a
Fox News commentator, has
been working in the department
asasenior adviser. It wasn't clear
on Thursday if his nomination
would be withdrawn.

According to media reports,
Tata posted tweets in 2018 call-
ing Islam the “most oppressive
violent religion I know of,” and
he called former President
Barack Obama a “terrorist
leader,” and referred to him as
Muslim. The tweets were later
taken down.

The letter to Tata, signed by
nine Democratic senators and
Vermont Independent Senator
Bernie Sanders, said, “Your letter
tocommittee leadership appears
tobeaconveniently timed retrac-
tion by someone who has sud-
denly realized his nomination is
in jeopardy. But your multiple
past statements cannot be dis-
missed simply as an aberration.”
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Pro-democracy Civic Party members in Hong Kong on Thursday. AP

tions could follow.

It also said in a statement
that grounds for disqualifica-
tion included advocating for
Hong Kong’s independence or
self-determination, soliciting
intervention from foreign gov-
ernments, expressing an objec-
tionin principle to the national
security law Beijing imposed
last month or vowing to indis-
criminately vote against gov-
ernment proposals.

“The excuse they useis that I
describe national security law as
a draconian law, which shows
thatIdo not support this sweep-
ing law,” Wong, 23, wrote on
Facebook.

“Clearly, Beijing shows a to-
tal disregard for the will of the
Hongkongers, tramples upon
the city’s last pillar of vanishing
autonomy and attempts to keep
Hong Kong's legislature under its
firm grip.”

The police said the activists,
three men and one woman
whose ages range from 16 to 21,
were arrested in the New
Territories area of Hong Kong
for the “publishing of content
about secession, and inciting or
abetting others for the com-
mission of secession.” Officers
seized mobile phones, comput-
ers and documents during the
roundup.

China holds drills over
South China Sea

China said on Thursday that
long-range bombers were among
the aircraft that took part in re-
cent aerial drills over the South
China Sea.

The exercises included night-
time takeoffs and landings and
simulated long-range attacks,
Defense Ministry spokesperson
Ren Guogiang said. Among the
planes were H-6G and H-6K
bombers, upgraded versions of
planes long in use with the
People's Liberation Army Air
Force and the People's Liberation
Army Navy Air Force, Ren said.

US fuelling new
Cold War due to
polls, says China
GUY FAULCONBRIDGE &

KATEHOLTON
LONDON, JULY 30

CHINA ON Thursday accused the
United States of stoking a new Cold
War because certain politicians
were searching for a scapegoat to
bolster support ahead of the US
presidential electionin November.

US President Donald Trump
identifies China as the West's
main rival, and has accused
President Xi Jinping of taking ad-
vantage over trade and not
telling the truth over the novel
coronavirus outbreak.

China’s ambassador to
London, Liu Xiaoming, said the
United States had started a trade
war with China and that there
would be no winner from such
anapproach. “Itis not China that
has become assertive. It's the
other side of the Pacific Ocean
who want to start new Cold War
on China, so we have to make re-
sponse to that,” Liu said. “We
have nointerest in any Cold War,
we have no interest in any war.

“We have all seen what s hap-
pening in the United States, they
tried to scapegoat China, they
want to blame China for their
problems,” he said. “We all know
thisisanelectionyear.” REUTERS

LOOKING
FOR SIGNS
OF LIFE

M The biggest, most
sophisticated Mars rover
ever built — a car-size
vehicle bristling with
cameras, microphones,
drills and lasers —
blasted off Thursday

M The launch of NASA’s
Perseverance is part of a
project to bring the first
Martian rock samples back
to Earth to be analysed for
evidence of ancient life

M In addition to addressing
the life-on-Mars question,
it will yield lessons that

» could pave the way for the

£ arrival of astronauts as

& early as the 2030s. AP

Congressional hearing: US lawmakers accuse
Big Tech of crushing rivals to boost profits

NANDITABOSE &
DIANE BARTZ
WASHINGTON, JULY 30

GOOGLE AND Facebook took
particularly sharp jabs for al-
leged abuse of their market
power from Democrats and
Republicans on Wednesday in a
congressional hearing that put
four of America's most promi-
nent tech CEOs in the hot seat.
Facebook Inc's Mark
Zuckerberg, Amazon.com Inc's
Jeff Bezos, Google owner
Alphabet Inc's Sundar Pichai and

Sundar Pichai testifies
during the hearing. A

Apple Inc's Tim Cook parried a
range of accusations that they
crippled smaller rivals in their
quest for market share.

Cicilline set the tone for the
hearing when he began by accus-
ing Google of theft. "Why does
Google steal content from honest
businesses?" he asked.

Pichai responded mildly that
he would want to know the
specifics of the accusation.

Facebook's Zuckerberg took a
series of questions about the
company's  purchase of
Instagram in 2012 and whether
it was acquired because it was a
threat, as he dubbed it in an email
obtained by the committee.

In one of the more notable ex-
changes, Representative Pramila

Jayapal, a Democrat, pushed
Zuckerberg on whether Facebook
had ever copied its competitors.
"We've certainly adapted features
that others have led in," he said.
"How many companies did
Facebook end up copying?" she
asked. "Is it less than five? Less
than 50?" "Congresswoman, |
don't know," Zuckerberg said.
Jayapal pressed Amazon's
Bezos on whether the company
used data from third-party sell-
ers in making sales decisions.
Bezos answered cautiously that
the company had a policy
against such actions. REUTERS

‘PEOPLE WEREN'T WEARING MASKS OR CLEANING THEIR HAND, THEY WERE GOING TO CROWDED PLACES’

After 100 Covid-free days, mysterious outbreak catches Vietnam by surprise

HANNAHBEECH &
CHAUDOAN
JULY 30

IN A world plagued by pan-
demic, Vietnam seemed like a
miracle. As months went by
without a single recorded coro-
navirus death, or even a con-
firmed case of local transmis-
sion, residents began leaving
their face masks at home.
Noodle shops resounded with
the clack of chopsticks and sipped
broth. Schools opened. And lured
by good deals, Vietnamese
tourists began taking vacations

again, crowding the coastal city of
Danang, with its golden beaches
and plentiful seafood.

But over the weekend,
Vietnam, which had gone about
100 days without a single con-
firmed case of local transmis-
sion, announced that the virus
was lurking in the country after
all — and it was spreading.

First,a 57-year-old man from
Danang tested positive for the
virus and is now on life support.
Then clusters quickly emerged in
five hospitals. By Wednesday, the
virus had spread north to Hanoi,
the capital, south to Ho Chi Minh
City and afflicted two provinces

in central Vietnam, as well as the
remote Central Highlands.

The surge of the coronavirus
in Vietnam, which has so far
recorded fewer than 450 cases,
revealed the dangers of the virus
even in places that appeared to
have done most everything right
in their battle against contagion.

“In my opinion, this outbreak
ismore dangerous than the previ-
ous one because it is happening
atthe same time inmany places,”
said Nguyen Huy Nga, the dean of
public health and nursing at
Quang Trung University in Binh
Dinh Province. “We do not know
the source of disease, especially

Health workers in Hanoi, Vietnam. Reuters

with tens of thousands of tourists
flocking to Danang,”

The Vietnamese authorities
have reacted to the latest wave
of cases with the kind of fastand
forceful response that charac-
terised their actions in the early
days of the pandemic.

Hours after clusters of cases
were confirmed in Danang hos-
pitals earlier this week, officials
said they would be shutting the
city’s airport. Up to 80,000 local
tourists who had flooded the city
for a summer break would be
evacuated, the authorities said.

In Danang, a normally
bustling city popular with tourists

New Delhi

Trailing in polls,
Trump suggests
‘delaying’ election

THENEW YORK TIMES
NEW YORK, JULY 30

SINCE THE pandemic began,
Democrats have feared that
President Donald Trump would
seek to cancel or postpone
November’s general election. On
Thursday, for the first time, Trump
in a tweet suggested the vote be
delayed “until people can prop-
erly, securely and safely vote,”
something he cannot legally do.

“With Universal Mail-In
Voting (not Absentee Voting,
which is good), 2020 will be the
most INACCURATE & FRAUDU-
LENT Election in history,” Trump
wrote. “It will be a great embar-
rassment to the USA. Delay the
Election until people can properly,
securely and safely vote???”

Top Republicans on
Thursday rejected President
Trump’s suggestion.

“Never in the history of the
country, through wars, depres-
sions, and the Civil War have we
ever not had afederally scheduled
election on time, and we'll find a
waytodo thatagain this November
3,” Senator Mitch McConnell, the
majority leader, said. “We'll cope
withwhatever the situationisand
have the election on November 3
asalready scheduled.”

Even for Trump, suggesting a
delay in the election is an ex-
traordinary breach of presiden-
tial decorum that will increase
the chances that Trump and his
core supporters don’taccept the
legitimacy of the election should
he lose to former Vice President
Joseph RBiden Jr.

Top Democrats reacted with
the resigned horror of a party
that has for five years faced
norm-breaking attacks from
Trump that would have been
considered far out of bounds
under previous presidents.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
simply tweeted the section of

Donald Trump

EXPLAINED

Election delay
highly unlikely

THE POWER to change the
date of the election does
not lie with Trump. The
date of the election has
been fixed since 1845 —to
be held on the first
Tuesday after the first
Monday in November. For
achange of date, new leg-
islation would have to be
drafted and approved by
the Democrat-controlled
Congress, the Senate as
well as Trump, as per an
NYTreport.Suchachange
couldalsobe challengedin
courts. Furthermore, the
US Constitution mandates
the swearing in of a new
CongressonJanuary 3,and
foranew presidential term
onJanuary 20. This cannot
be altered through normal
legislative channels.

the Constitution that stipulates
the date of the election, while
Democratic National
Committee spokeswoman Lily
Adams called the tweet “a des-
perate attempt to distract from
today’s devastating economic
numbers...”

India, China, Russia
don’t take care of
their air: Trump

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, JULY 30

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump has
alleged that India, China and
Russia do not take care of their air,
while America does, noting that
he withdrew from the "one-sided,
energy-destroying" Paris climate
accord whichwould have madeit
a"non-competitive nation".

Trump, in his address on en-
ergy and the Permian Basin in
Midland, Texas on Wednesday,
said that by imposing these pun-
ishing restrictions -- and beyond
restrictions - "the Washington
radical-left, crazy Democrats”
would also send countless
American jobs, factories, indus-
tries to China and to other for-
eign polluting states.

"They want us to take care of
our air, but China doesn't take
care of its air. In all fairness, India
doesn't take care of its air. Russia
doesn't take care of its air. But we
do.Not onmy watch, it's not going
to happen -- I can tell you that.
Because as long as I'm President,
we will always put America first.
It's very simple," he said.

"For years and years, we put

and traders alike, restaurants and
bars are closed. Face masks are
mandatory again. With holiday
swimming in the sea banned by
local authorities, the city’s famous
beaches were deserted on
Wednesday, residents said.

Across Vietnam, hospitals
were getting beds ready to han-
dle arise in cases. Professor Nga
noted that ventilators and other
equipment needed in the fight
against the coronavirus are lim-
ited in Vietnam.

People, he said, had become
complacent.

“After 100 days with no out-
breaks, people weren’t taking

Covid death
toll crosses
150,000 in US

Washington: The US has
recorded over 150,000
Covid-19 deaths, another
grim milestone that comes
amidst warning from a top
Indian-American physician
that the country has failed
to arrest the spread of the
deadly pandemic.
America's death toll was
150,676 as of Wednesday —
more than a fifth of the
world's recorded deaths,
according to Johns Hopkins
University. The US also had
over 4,426,000 confirmed
cases, making it the world's
worst-hit country. PTI

other countries first,and we now
put America first. As we have
seen in cities and towns across
our nation, it's not just Texas oil
that the radical Democrats want
to destroy; they want to destroy
our country,” he said. PTI

precautions anymore,” Professor
Nga said. “They weren’t wearing
masks or cleaning their hand
with soap. People were going to
crowded places.”

InDanang, Nguyen Thi Minh
Hoa, a director of a marketing
firm, said that grocery shelves
were not being emptied en
masse, meaning that residents
were anxious but not panicked.
Renewed social distancing
measures were being followed
carefully, she said.

“I'mjust sad that this coastal
city has suddenly become a cen-
ter of disease after 100 days of
peace,” Hoa said. NYT
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

THE WORLD
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Source: Johns Hopkins University, updated at 11 pm on July 30. JHU’s India tally and Health
Ministry’s tally (below) may not match if these are accounted at different times.

DEATH COUNT: 668,250.

Protein identified as potential
Achilles’ heel of coronavirus

WHEN THE coronavirus
SARS-CoV-2 enters a hu-
man cell, it hijacks the cell
mechanism. One of its
proteins, called PLpro, is
produced by the human
cellitself after the virus hi-
jacks the cellmechanism.
PLproisessential for repli-
cation of the virus. A new

PAPER

CLIP

suppresses the develop-
ment of type 1 interfer-
ons, which would have
attracted our killer cells.

Researchers have
now been able to moni-
tor these processes in cell
culture. If they blocked
PLpro, virus production
was inhibited, and the in-

study in Nature has found nate immune response of
that pharmacological in- NEW RESEARCH the human cells was also
hibition of PLpro blocks strengthened.

virus replication and also strengthens Tounderstand in detail how inhibit-
our immune response. ing PLpro stops the virus, researchersin

When SARS-CoV-2 infects us, the
infected body cells release messenger
substances known as type 1 interfer-
ons. These attract our Kkiller cells,
which kill the infected cells. SARS-
CoV-2 fights back by letting the hu-
man cell produce PLpro. This protein

Frankfurt, Munich, Mainz, Freiburg and
Leiden have worked closely together
and pooled their biochemical, struc-
tural, IT and virological expertise. The
research was led by Goethe University
and University Hospital Frankfurt.

Source: Goethe University Frankfurt
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Assam 36259
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Dalhi £ Chhattisgarh 8539
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Union Health Ministry update as of 11 pm, July 30. Some states may have
reported higher numbers. Only states/UTs with at least one case listed above.
10,205,82 PATIENTS DISCHARGED IN 35 STATES AND UNION TERRITORIES
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Reading new education policy

The new National Education Policy has proposed sweeping changes. A look at the proposals on
curriculum, courses and medium of learning, and the takeaways for students, schools and universities

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI,JULY 30

ON WEDNESDAY, the Union Cabinet cleared a
new National Education Policy (NEP) proposing
sweeping changesin school and highereduca-
tion. Alook at the takeaways, and theirimplica-
tions for students and institutions of learning:

What purpose does an NEP serve?

An NEP is a comprehensive framework to
guide the development of education in the
country. The need for a policy was first felt in
1964 when Congress MP Siddheshwar Prasad
criticised the then government for lacking a vi-
sion and philosophy for education. The same
year, a 17-member Education Commission,
headed by then UGC Chairperson D S Kothari,
was constituted to draft a national and coor-
dinated policy on education. Based on the sug-
gestions of this Commission, Parliament
passed the first education policy in 1968.

Anew NEP usually comes along every few
decades. India has had three to date. The first
came in 1968 and the second in 1986, under
Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi respectively;
the NEP of 1986 was revised in 1992 when PV
Narasimha Rao was Prime Minister. The third
is the NEP released Wednesday under the
Prime Ministership of Narendra Modi.

Whatare the key takeaways?

The NEP proposes sweeping changes in-
cluding opening up of Indian higher education
toforeign universities, dismantling of the UGC
and the All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE), introduction of a four-year
multidisciplinary undergraduate programme
with multiple exit options, and discontinua-
tion of the M Phil programme.

In school education, the policy focuses on
overhauling the curriculum, “easier” Board ex-
ams, areductionin the syllabus toretain “core
essentials” and thrust on “experiential learning
and critical thinking”.

In a significant shift from the 1986 policy;,
which pushed for a 10+2 structure of school
education, the new NEP pitches for a
“5+3+3+4” design corresponding to the age
groups 3-8 years (foundational stage), 8-11
(preparatory), 11-14(middle),and 14-18 (sec-
ondary). This brings early childhood education
(also known as pre-school education for chil-
dren of ages 3 to 5) under the ambit of formal
schooling. The mid-day meal programme will
be extended to pre-school children. The NEP
says students until Class 5 should be taught in
their mother tongue or regional language.

The policy also proposes phasing out of all
institutions offering single streams and that all

Among proposals, 10 +2 school format to become 5 + 3+ 3 +4. jaipal Singh/Express Archive

universities and colleges must aim to become
multidisciplinary by 2040.

How will these reforms be implemented?

The NEP only provides a broad direction
and is not mandatory to follow. Since educa-
tion is a concurrent subject (both the Centre
and the state governments can make laws on
it), the reforms proposed can only be imple-
mented collaboratively by the Centre and the
states. This will not happen immediately. The
incumbent government has set a target of
2040toimplement the entire policy. Sufficient
fundingis also crucial; the 1968 NEP was ham-
strung by a shortage of funds.

The government plans to set up subject-
wise committees with members fromrelevant
ministries at both the central and state levels to
develop implementation plans foreach aspect
of the NEP. The plans will list out actions to be
taken by multiple bodies, including the HRD
Ministry, state Education Departments, school
Boards, NCERT, Central Advisory Board of
Education and National Testing Agency,among
others. Planning will be followed by a yearly
joint review of progress against targets set.

What does the emphasis on mother
tongue/regional language mean for
English-medium schools?

Such emphasis is not new: Most govern-
ment schools in the country are doing this al-
ready. As for private schools, it’s unlikely that
they will be asked to change their medium of
instruction. A senior ministry official clarified
to The Indian Express that the provision on
mother tongue as medium of instruction was
not compulsory for states. “Educationisacon-
current subject. Which is why the policy clearly

EXPLAINED YOUR MONEY

states that kids will be taught in their mother
tongue or regional language ‘wherever possi-
ble’,” the officer said.

What about people in transferable jobs, or
children of multilingual parents?

The NEP doesn’t say anything specifically
on children of parents with transferable jobs,
but acknowledges children living in multilin-
gual families: “Teachers will be encouraged to
use a bilingual approach, including bilingual
teaching-learning materials, with those stu-
dents whose home language may be different
from the medium of instruction.”

How does the government plan to open
up higher education to foreign players?

The document states universities from
among the top 100in the world will be able to
setup campusesin India. While it doesn’t elab-
orate the parameters to define the top 100, the
incumbent government may use the ‘QS
World University Rankings’ as it has relied on
these in the past while selecting universities
for the ‘Institute of Eminence’ status. However,
none of this can start unless the HRD Ministry
bringsinanew law thatincludes details of how
foreign universities will operate in India.

It is not clear if a new law would enthuse
the best universities abroad to set up campuses
inIndia.In 2013, at the time the UPA-ll was try-
ingto pushasimilar Bill, The Indian Express had
reported that the top 20 global universities, in-
cluding Yale, Cambridge, MIT and Stanford,
University of Edinburgh and Bristol, had shown
no interest in entering the Indian market.

Participation of foreign universities in India
is currently limited to them entering into collab-
orative twinning programmes, sharing faculty

with partnering institutions and offering dis-
tance education. Over 650 foreign education
providers have such arrangements in India.

How will the four-year multidisciplinary
bachelor’s programme work?

This pitch, interestingly, comes six years af-
ter Delhi University was forced to scrap sucha
four-year undergraduate programme at the
incumbent government’s behest. Under the
four-year programme proposed in the new
NEP, students can exit after one year with a cer-
tificate, after two years with adiploma, and af-
ter three years with a bachelor’'s degree.

“Four-year bachelor’s programmes gener-
ally include a certain amount of research work
and the student will get deeper knowledge in
the subject he or she decides to major in. After
four years, a BA student should be able to en-
ter aresearch degree programme directly de-
pendingon how well he or she has performed...
However, master’s degree programmes will
continue to function as they do, following
which student may choose to carry on for a
PhD programme," said scientist and former
UGC chairmanV S Chauhan.

What impact will doing away with the
M Phil programme have?

Chauhan said this should not affect the
higher education trajectory at all. “In normal
course, after a master’s degree a student can
register for a PhD programme. This is the cur-
rent practice almost all over the world. Inmost
universities, including those in the UK (Oxford,
Cambridge and others), M Phil was a middle
research degree betweenamaster’sand aPhD.
Those who have entered MPhil, more often
thannotended their studies witha PhD degree.
MPhil degrees have slowly been phased outin
favour of a direct PhD programme.”

Will the focus on multiple disciplines not
dilute the character of single-stream
institutions, such as IITs?

The IITs are already moving in that direc-
tion. lIT-Delhi has a humanities department
and set up a public policy department recently.
[IT-Kharagpur has a School of Medical Science
and Technology. Asked about multiple disci-
plines, IIT-Delhi director VRamgopal Rao said,
“Some of the best universities in the US such
as MIT have very strong humanities depart-
ments. Take the case of a civil engineer.
Knowing how to build a dam is not going to
solve a problem. He needs to know the envi-
ronmental and social impact of building the
dam. Many engineers are also becoming en-
trepreneurs. Should they not know something
about economics? A lot more factors go into
anything related to engineering today.”

As moratorium benefit enters last month,
here’s how to manage your home loan

SANDEEP SINGH
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

The six-month moratorium on repayment
of loans ends in another month (on August
31)-unless the Reserve Bank of India allows
asecond extension. The moratorium brought
relief to many home loan customers who
saw their incomes decline amid the pan-
demic-induced lockdown and the slowdown
in the economy. But it is now time for bor-
rowers to reassess their finances and opti-
mise the outgo on home loans.

Can you bring down the interest on your
loan?

Over the last 18 months, the RBI has cut
repo rates by 225 basis points, and banks and
housing finance companies have reduced their
interest offering on new loans from around 9%

tounder 7% now. But many existing home loan
customers are still paying around 8.5% or, in
some cases even 9%, interest. These customers
should approach their bank or housing fi-
nance company and switch to a lower rate
by paying a small conversion fee (which is
usually a few thousand rupees). This will
bring their interest rate to the levels that their
bank/HFC is now offering on fresh loans.

How much will you save by doing this?
Suppose you have principal outstanding
of Rs 30 lakh on an ongoing home loan, and
the tenure remaining is 15 years (180 months).
Ataninterest rate of 8.5%, you would be pay-
ing an EMI of Rs 29,540. However, if by pay-
ing a conversion fee, you can bring the inter-
est rate down to 7.4%, your EMI could come
down by Rs 1,900 - or, if you choose to pay the
same EM], the tenure of your loan can come
down by 20 months to just 160 months.

Also, you should ask to be moved from the
marginal cost-based lending rate to the repo
rate-linked lending rate in order to ensure that
whenever the RBI cuts the repo rate, the bank
automatically passes on the benefit to you.

What other steps can you take?

In these uncertain times, it is important to
have enough liquidity to sustain the family
for at least 3-6 months. While this can be in
the form of bank savings or fixed deposits, it
is important to note that it may not be the
right approach to have a higher component
of savings in low interest-earning fixed de-
posits, while also paying a higher interest rate
on home loans.

The State Bank of India is currently offer-
inganinterestrate of 5.1% on term deposits of
1-3years.If youfallin the highest tax bracket,
the interest income would work out to only
3.4%. However, on your home loan, you would

be paying anywhere between 7% and 8.5%.

Itis, therefore, wise to not roll over fixed
deposits (beyond what is required for liquid-
ity), and utilise it to repay part of your loan.
This will, again, help to either reduce your
monthly EMI outgo or the tenure of the loan.

Thumb rule: any asset that is earning a
lower interest than the loan outgo should be
utilised to repay the loan.

If RBI extends the moratorium, should
you opt forit?

The fact that the interest component of
the EMI during the moratorium period gets
added to the principal outstanding of the
loan, will result in an increase in the EMI go-
ing forward. If possible, it is advisable to avoid
availing of one more phase of moratorium.

NEXT:SHOULD YOU CONTINUE WITH
YOURMUTUAL FUND SIP?

What is abetment of suicide, and how court determines if it took place

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI,JULY 30

THE CONTROVERSY surrounding the death
of actor Sushant Singh Rajput has takenanew
turn as the actor’s father filed an FIR against
actor Rhea Chakraborty and five others, for
abetment of suicide.

Whatis the crime of ‘abetment of
suicide?

The Indian Penal Code, 1860 makes abet-
ment of suicide a punishable offence. Section
306 IPC prescribes: “If any person commits
suicide, whoever abets the commission of
suchsuicide shall be punished withimprison-
ment of either imprisonment for a term
which may extend to ten years, and shall also
be liable to fine.” Generally, the fine is paid to

the kin of the deceased.

The IPC also has a separate chapter on
abetmentand describes whois anabettor un-
der Section 108. Abetment is defined as in-
cluding instigating, engaging in a conspiracy
or assisting in committing the offence.

How serious is the offence of abetment?
Abetment of suicide is a serious offence
that s tried in a sessions court and is cognis-
able, non-bailable and non-compoundable.
Acognisable offence is one in which a po-
lice officer can make an arrest withouta war-
rant from a court. A non-bailable offence
means bail is granted at the discretion of the
court,and notasamatter of right. Anon-com-
poundable offence is one in which the case
cannot be withdrawn by the complainant
evenwhen the complainantand the accused
have reached a compromise. The court can-

not allow withdrawal of a case involving a
non-compoundable offence, and every such
complaint is necessarily followed by a trial
where evidence is held against the accused.

So, does that mean abetment of suicide is
the same as murder?

No, it does not. The Supreme Court clari-
fied this in 1997 in the case of Sangarabonia
Sreenu v State of Andhra Pradesh. Although
causing the death of another personis a com-
mon factor in murder as well as abetment of
suicide, the two are distinct offences. Inamur-
der, the final “act” of causing the death of a
personis committed by the accused, whichis
not the case in abetment of suicide.

Howwill a court determine if the
accused has abetted the suicide?
There are two primary ingredients of the

crime of abetment of suicide. Firstis a suicidal
death. The second ingredient is the intention
of the accused to abet such suicide.

Legally, whetheradeathisasuicide or not
is adetermination of a fact, which means ev-
idence has to be evaluated to pronounce that
death as a suicide. In common parlance, the
word suicide is liberally attributed to every
case of self-destruction, but suicide is never
presumed. A determination of suicide is made
when the deceased person is understood to
have known the probable consequence of
what the self-harm is about to do to the per-
sonand yet, does so intentionally. Once thisis
determined, the intention of the person ac-
cused of abetment of suicide is looked into.

The only exceptionis abetment of the sui-
cide of a woman married for seven years or
less. Through an 1983 amendment to the Code
of Criminal Procedure, the law was changed

to presume the husband guiltyif his wife com-
mits suicide within seven years of marriage.
The amendment was made to curb dowry
deaths that were categorised as suicides.

How is the intention to drive a person to
suicide determined by the court?

Theintentionis discerned fromacts of the
accused, in proving any crime. Multiple rul-
ings of the Supreme Court, including a 2002
ruling in Sanjay Singh v State of Madhya
Pradesh have held thatacomment or a state-
ment uttered in haste, anger would not
amount to abetment of suicide.

In a 2017 ruling, the Supreme Court also
said that instigation and involvement of the
accused must be connected strongly and any
remotenessin these features would be insuf-
ficient to charge the accused with the offence.

Suppose, Person A says “go, die” to Person

New Delhi

B,and B happens to hang herself subsequently,
Person A cannot be charged with abetment to
suicide. Firstly, A did not intend to instigate B
to commit suicide and merely uttered the
wordsinafitofanger.Insuchacase, the court
wouldlookinto Person A’s general behaviour
towards B and determine the intention.
Inthe same case, if a husband and his fam-
ily have subjected the wife to continuous
physical abuse since the marriage and drove
her to suicide, they can be held liable for the
offence. Instigation has to have certain conti-
nuity, happen continuously over areasonable
period of time. The suicide must also be a di-
rect consequence of the instigation and can-
not be a mere coincidence or very remote to
the committing of suicide. Also, if the de-
ceased is found to be very sensitive compared
toareasonable person, the court has said the
charge of abetment to suicide would weaken.
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Classifieds

SITUATION VACANT

MERI

PERSONAL

PROFESSIONAL &
LAW INSTITUTE

IManoj Kumar Jain S/o Lt Gopi
Ram JainR/0 A-76 Ahinsa CGHS
Ltd Sector-9 Rohini Delhi-
110085 declare that Manoj Jain
and Manoj Kumar Jain are
name of one persononly.ie. me

0040543353-1

Ritika Jain W/o Rajiv Jain R/o-
705-L/10, Ward 6,Mehrauli, New
Delhi-110030, have changed my
name from Renu Jain to Ritika
Jain after marriage. Renu Jain
and Ritika Jain both names are
belong to same person.

0050167055-1

I,YASHIKA D/O RAMESH GIRI
GOSWAMIR/O B-
126,GALINO.2,KESHAV
NAGAR,IBRAHIMPUR,DELHI-
110036.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO YASHIKA GOSWAMI.

0040543376-6

I,Sudha Devi,Spouse of
No0.14827388X Hav Dinesh
Kumar,R/0-RZ-136,Gali.No.6,
East Sagarpur,N.Delhi-
110046,have changed my
name/from Sudha Devi to
Sudha Singh.vide-Affdavit
dated-22/07/2020,before New-
Delhi. 0040543376-10

I,RINKI SRIVASTAVA W/O
SANJAY KUMAR R/O H-1/110-
111,11-FLOOR,SECTOR-
16,ROHINI,DELHI-110089.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO RINKI
VERMA. 0040543376-3

I,Neelakshi Mann D/o
Sh.R.S.Mann R/0 H.No.L-1/18,
Hauz Khas Enclave,South Delhi,
Delhi-110016,have changed my
minor son’s name from”Anvik
Mann” to”Anvik Mann
Aggarwal”,for all future
purposes. 0040543360-5

I,Neelakshi Mann D/o
Sh.R.S.Mann R/o H.No.L-1/18,
Hauz Khas Enclave,South Delhi,
Delhi-110016,have changed my
minor son’s name from”Anav
Mann” to”Anav Mann
Aggarwal”,for all future
purposes. 0040543360-6

1,GANGA PRSAD GAGAN S/O
MAHENDRA MAHTO R/0O
PLOTNO.222,TOP-
FLOOR,FRONT-SIDE,T-
BLOCK,EXTENSION PART-
1,JAINCOLONY,UTTAM-NAGAR,
DELHI-110059.CHANGEDMY
NAMETO GANGA PRASAD
GAGAN. 0040543376-5

I,Bimlesh Gupta D/o
Ramchandra Gupta R/0-61,
Shanti Niketan.DM-Road Distt.-
Bulandshahr U.P.,have
changed my name to Vimlesh
Gupta for all,future purposes.

0040543340-3

I,APOORVA D/O PAWAN KUMAR
VASHIST R/0O HNO.1247,
SECTOR-31,GURGAON-
122001.HARYANA.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
APOORVA VASHIST.

0040543376-4

I, Sneha D/o Nirdosh Tyagi R/o-
H.N0.90/4 Double-Story,
Govindpuri, Modinagar,
Ghaziabad-201204,UP have
changed my name to Sneha
Tyagi. 0040543376-7

I, Resvinder Kaur W/o Paramjeet
Singh Handa R/0-K-11, Lajpat
Nagar-3, New Delhi-
110024,have changed my name
to Resvinder Kaur Handa

0040543340-1

I, Mohinder Singh S/o Diwan
Singh R/0-Flat.No.701, Tower-5,
Aagman-Society, Sector-
70,Ballabgarh,Faridabad
(Haryana)-121006,have
changed my name to Mohinder
Jangra. 0040543360-2

I, Milap Chand Sakral S/o Tulsi
Ram Sakral R/0-69,Goodwill-
Apartments Sector-13,Rohini
Delhi-110085,have changed my
name from Milap Chand Sakral
to Milap Sakral for all
future,purposes.

0040543376-2

I, Michelle Deep Singh W/o-
Raunagq Cyril Charles R/o-C-
1V/1, RITES-Flats, Ashok-Vihar
PH-111,Delhi-110052.have
changed my nameto Michelle
Raunaq Charles.

0040543360-8

I, MANJU RANA W/O YASHVEER
SINGH. R/0-365 Main Najafgarh
Road Village Nawada,
Uttam*Nagar West/Delhi-
11005,changed my name to
MANJU GAHLOT, permanently.

0040543360-7

I, Kum.Shalu W/o Suresh Chand
Agrawal R/o P-15, Type-4S,
Andrews-Ganj Extension,Delhi-
110049 have changed my name
to Shalini Agrawal.

0040543360-9

I, Jeet Singh Chauhan S/o Babu
Ram R/o-Gali.No-3, Village-
Chhalera Bangar,Sector-44,
Noida(U.P.),have changed my
name to Jeet Singh for
all,future purposes.

0040543340-2

I, Gajender S/o Amar Pal WZ -37
Choukhandi Village. Tilak
Nagar New Delhi-110018 have
changed my name to Gajinder
Panwar 0040543337-1

I, Dal Chand Sharma S/o-
Sh.Depchand R/o-
House.N0.804,Near Chhoti
School,Julaha
Mohalla,Jharsa,Gurugram,
Haryana,have changed my
name to Dalchand Vashishth
forall,future purpose.

0040543376-1

I, Atul Kumar/Atul Shrivastava
S/0-Shambhu Sharan
Shrivastava R/0-G-4/148 2nd-
Floor,Sector-16 Rohini Delhi-
110085 changed my name to
Atul Shrivastav.

0040543360-4

(Approved by Bar Council of India &
Affiliated to M.D. University, Rohtak)
Asanda, Near Sampla, Bahadurgarh,
Distt. Jhajjar, Haryana
Applications are invited for the
following teaching posts for B.A. L.L.B./
BBA. LLB.&LLB.&LLM (proposed)

1, Ashish Sharma,son of,Shri
Suraj Prakash Sharma,residing
at-330-331 Block-G, Pocket-21,
Sector-7,Rohini Delhi-
110085,declare that name of
my father has been wrongly-
written as S.P.Sharmain my

driving licence no,DL- ® Principal -01
1120080104567.The actual o Professor (Law) - 01
name of my father is Suraj ® Professor

Prakash Sharma. (Management) - 01

0040543376-9

I, Akshay Kumar S/o Suresh
Chandra Upadhaya Residence-
J-69, Sector-22,Noida,
G.B.Nagar,have changed my
name Akshay Kumar to Akshay

® Asso. Prof.(Law) -02
o Asst. Prof. (Law) - 08
o Asst. Prof. (Mgt) - 04
Asst. Prof. (Eng./Hindi/Political
Sci./[Eco./His./Socioogy)01 each
Non Teaching Post : Librarian,

Kumar Upadhaya for.all Computer Operator/Porgrammer
purposes infuture and-both / Library Attendant, Clerk, Store
are,same person. keeper, Peon, Mali, —1each

Qualifications / Pay Scales/ Exp.
as per norms of UGC / BCI/ State
Govt./MDU, Rohtak.
Interested candidates may apply
within 21 days from the date of
advt. alongwith testimonials by
hand or by post and a copy of
application must be sentto DCDC,
MDU Rohtak. Posts may be
increased or decreased at the time
ofinterview as per requirement.
Apply to:THE VICE-PRESIDENT
53-54, Institutional
Area, (Opp D-Block),
Janak Puri, New Delhi
email: careerpli@meri.edu.in
Helpline: 9871622771
President, Governing Body

0040543374-1

| Savita Bansal D/o Late

Sh.Laxman Dass Bansal W/o
Sh.Sunil Kumar GuptaR/01/5,
Jaidev Park, Near East Punjabi
Bagh,New Delhi-110026 is also
known as Savita Gupta,Sabita
Kumari Aggarwal and Savita
Agarwal. Allnames are of one
and the same person.

0040543339-1

IMohammed Saleem S/o
Mushtaqg Khan R/0 2332,
Chhatta Momgram, Turkman
Gate Delhi-6 declare that my
wife name mentioned wrongin
my passport no. H8547694 is
Anshana Ambreen correct
name of my wife is Ambreen
for all future purposes

0040543330-1

I Anupam Sumit Kujur S/o Philip
Kumar R/0-258, Block-B,Gali-8,
Uttarakhand Enclave,Burari,
Delhi have changed my name
to Anupam Kujur.

0040543360-1

I, Rawat S/o Rama Nand
H.No.442, 2nd-Floor, Sector-
9,Gurgaon (Haryana)-
122001,have changed my name
to Rawat Singh.
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0040543360-3

LOST & FOUND

1, SAT PARKASH S/0 Bharat singh
R/0 wz-122 dasghara N.D have
lost my original certificate
class-10th year-1988 Rollno-
439297 CBSE Delhi.

0040543251-6

1, Jawahar Mohindru R/0 5 Mini
Chattarpur Farm New Delhi
110074 have lost my original
Buyer’s Agreement No. 90
dated Feb-2014 issued by DLF
for my property no. UTK141in
DLF Ultima, Sector-81,
Gurugram, Haryana. Finder
may please contactat
9910757777 (Phone Number) /
address above.

et -'llrllln':rﬂ

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Sukumari Devi W/O Late Ram
Lalan Poddar R/o 635/2-C, Kumhar
Mohalla, Tughlakabad Village, New Delhi
110044 has disowned her sons and their
families (1) Vikas Kumar Poddar, his wife
Smt. Neetu Poddar, children Arya Poddar
and Shreya Poddar (2) Neeraj Kumar
Poddar his wife Shamsun Nisa Poddar
and children Aayushi and Saanvi from
her all movable-immovable properties
and severed all relation with them due to
their disobedience. if anybody deals with
them will do so at his/her own risks, cost
and consequences. My client shall not be
responsible for their any acts.
Sd/- NAGENDRA (Advocate)
Ch. No. 777, Saket Court,
New Delhi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known that my client MRS. RADHA
RANI GUPTA W/O LATE SH. PRADEEP
KUMAR GUPTA R/O H.NO. 134-B, THIRD
FLOOR, STREET NO. 6, VIPIN GARDEN
EXTN., DWARKA MORE, NEW DELHI,
disowned and severe all relationship with
her son namely SH. RAMA KANT GUPTA
alias ASHISH GUPTA & his wife SMT.
RAKHI, and debarred them from all her
movable and immovable properties
acquired or to be acquired because of
his/their mis-behavior & conduct and his/her
nature is being disobedient and they are
abusing and quarreling with my client, so
my client have broken all relations from
them. Any person dealing and having
relation with them in any manner shall be at
their own risk, cost & consequences and my
client shall not be responsible for any act
and deed of the aforesaid.
SURENDER KUMAR (Advt.)
Enrl. No. D/152/88.

0040543333-1

I, Diksha Chaudhary D/o
Raghuvir Singh H.No0.2227,
Sector-3 Ballabgarh
Faridabad-121004, Haryana
have lost my 10th Certificate
-cum Marksheet RollNo
2107675 year2011-2013

0040543314-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform to General Public
that my client Kamruddin S/o
Sumer Khan resident of H. No. 3,
Tut Sarai, Malvia Nagar, New Delhi
is the lawful owner of the property
bearing house no. 2, Toot Sarai,
Malvia Nagar, New Delhi. Anybody
deals for sale / purchase of the
above said property except my
client shall be doing so at his/her
own risk for which my client shall
not be responsible in any manner.
Sd/- NARESH GAMBHIR
(ADVOCATE)

Ch. No. 39, Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-54
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DRM (S&T) /Samastipur invites open e-
tenders on behalf of President of India for
following work.

1. Name of work its location : Provision
of High availability SSDAC in 20 block
section in Samastipur division. 2.
Approx. cost of the work. : Rs.
82,82,816/- (Rupees Eighty Two Lakh
Eighty Two Thousand Eight Hundred
Sixteen Only) 3. Earnest Money to be
deposited : Rs. 1,65,700.00 (Rupees
One Lakh Sixty Five Thousand Seven
Hundred Only). 4. Date & Time for
Submission of tender & opening of

GEd -

4 tender : 17.08.2020 Up to 16.00 Hrs.
Complane Bask) 17.08.2020 at 16.30 Hrs. 5. Particulars

far ko Detalc of website where full details of tender
Wil gl g Cam /! may be seen : www.ireps.gov.in. For
Sapporiabavesemensg o further details please visit the website

WWW.ireps.gov.in

Divisional Railway Manager (S&T)
East Central Railway, Samastipur

PR/479/SPJ/S&T/ T/20-21/32

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public atlarge is hereby informed that my}
clients Sh. Mani Ram S/o Late Sh. K. B.|
Bahadur and Smt. Chanchal W/o Sh.
Mani Ram R/o F-1/174, DDA flats,

el
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CORPORATION LIMITED
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EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (Mo. 36)

Madhya Fradesh Indusyial Devalepment Corporation Lid.
(MPIDG) invies affer Tram inleresfad corsultant with proven
capabibtas and demeonsiraled performancs o express thair
riterast I partEpata in the compeidve bddng for ‘Preparation
of Project Bepart as par the Guideling of Deparlimant of
Fharmaceulicale, Minisiy of Chamicas and Farlizers, Govt ol
Indin dadad 27,07 2023 far estabishmani of Bulk Drug Park m
1500 % 2000 Acre= of Land im tha s1ats of Madhya Fradesh®
For deotails Inlerested consullanis can visil following
webs(to ;-
& waw.mptendersgevin - MPIDS HD Ehcpal
®  Contaci Parson | Shi 506 Jan - 8325050500
® Thatander willbe sigible on-ins on mptendens.gov.in rom
20.07.2023 at 3;00 PM
WP Madnyam @3 a0E0

faaNAGEING DIREGTOR

Sultanpuri, Delhi have severed all kind|
of relations from their son, daughler |n
law and granddaughter namesv

Sunny Singh, Smt. Sukrati W/o unny
Singh and Baby Bhavika Singh|

OFFIGE OF THE CXECUTIVE
ERGINEER, TEMP CONSTIRLICTION
QIVISICH (EM}, LLP, JAL MIGAM,

respectively and also debarred them|
from all kind of movable and immovable| ORADAZAD
properties and assets owned by my| SHOART TERM TENGER MOTHCE

clients. If any person deals with above|
said persons then he/she will be doing so|
at his/her ownrisk.
SANJAY TYAGI (ADVOCATE
0. D-2013/0!
Ch No 14 Civil Wlng
H Delhi

| "IMPORTANT" |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
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fdil. Chisf Executive DFcer
Saharanpur Smart City Limited

PRESS NOTICE
INVITING PERCENTAGE RATE e-TENDER

Executive Engineer (C), Postal Civil Division, Lucknow invites on behalf of
The President of India, online percentage rate (CPWD-7) e-tenders for the
following works:

1. N.L.T. No.: 33/EE/PCDL/2020-21, Name of Work : Renovation work of
Head Post Office Building at Muzaffarnagar., Estimated Cost: 30,48,214/-,
Earnest Money: 60,964/-, Period of completion- 123 days.

2. N.L.T. No.: 34/EE/PCDL/2020-21, Name of Work : Renovation work to 13
nos. Postal Staff Quarters at Postal Colony, Kheri., Estimated Cost:
30,38,323/-, Earnest Money: 60,766/-, Period of completion- 120 day

3. N.L.T. No.: 35/EE/PCDL/2020-21, Name of Work : Renovation work to

Head Post Office Building at Bareilly., Estimated Cost: 33,70,138/-, Earnest

Money: 67,403/-, Period of completion- 120 day

4. N.L.T. No.: 36/EE/PCDL/2020-21, Name of Work : Renovation work to

Head Post Office Building at Moradabad., Estimated Cost: 44,01,292/-,

Earnest Money: 88,026/-, Period of completion- 150 day

Last time and date of submission of bids : 10.08.2020 up to 18.00 Hrs

The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the website

www.dopcivil.euniwizarde.com

FISHERIES DEPARTMENT HARYANA
e-AUCTION NOTICE

It is for information to General Public that e-Action of Fishing Rights of
Notified waters, rivers, canals and drains of the Districts Palwal & Faridabad,
Karnal and Jind of Haryana State for the year 2020-21 (01.09.2020 to
31.08.2021) shall be put to open public e-auction on 06.08.2020 from 9.00 A.M.
to 12.00 Noon online at the e-Procurement portal https://harfish.sets.co.in

Before start of the e-auction the interested bidders shall have to deposit
earnest money as shown against each District/Districts on dated as given below
in shape of offline Demand Draft in favour of Director Fisheries Haryana,
Panchkula in order to take part in the e-auction.

Date of E-auction Date of Deposit of Earnest Money
06-08-2020 04-08-2020 till 04.00 PM
13-08-2020 11-08-2020 till 04.00 PM
20-08-2020 18-08-2020 till 04.00 PM
27-08-2020 25-08-2020 till 04.00 PM

The successful bidders will have to deposit online through RTGS/NEFT the full
amount of contract or 1/3rd of e-Auction amount and 5% of the contract amount
as security in the Bank Account of the concerned District Fisheries Officers, as
per Bank Account details given, on the same day of e-Auction and the remaining
amount within 30 days from the date of the e-Auction. In case of failure to the
deposit of the remaining 2/3rd amount by the bidder within the stipulated period
of 30 days, the 1/3rd amount deposited by the bidder at the time of e-Auction and
5% of the contract amount as security and earnest money shall be forfeited.

Others details, terms and conditions can be seen at the
https:/harfish.sets.co.in and Haryana Fisheries Departmental website
www.harfish.gov.in and details can also be procured from the office of the
District Fisheries Officers of the District or Deputy Director Fisheries at Division
level or Director Fisheries Haryana, Panchkula.

E-auction of those District/Districts which will not be completed on
06.08.2020 shall again be held on 13.08.2020, 20.08.2020 and 27.08.2020 from
9.00 A.M. to 12.00 Noon accordingly. sd/

Director Fisheries Department Haryana,
Bays. No. 31-32, Sector 4,

82024/Hry Panchkula.

SOUTH WESTERN RAILWAY

CORRIGENDUM TO e-PROCUREMENT
NOTICE No: 02/2020 Dated: 10.07.2020
Corrigendum to tenders for
Manufacture & Supply of the following
items were uploaded in IREPS Website:
3. PSC Turnout Sleepers 1 in 12-60
Kgto RDSO Drg No T-4218.
» Quantity has been revised to 300 sets.
« Minimum quoting of quantity by
tenderer has been amended.
For details of the same please visit
IREPS website www.ireps.gov.in
Please check the website till the
opening date of the tender for details of
any corrigendum.
Dy.Chief Engineer/Stores Construction
South Western Railway, Bengaluru-46
PUB/46/AASP/PRB/SBC/2020-21

WESTERN RAILWAY-AHMEDABAD DIVISION

CIVIL AND TRACK WORK
& PROVIDING RUBBERISED
ROAD SURFACE
E-Tender Notice No.: 13 of 2020-2021
Dated 28.07.2020, Sr. No. 01, e-Tender
No. DRM-ADI-133-2020-21, Name of
work: Adraj Moti: Civil and track work in
connection with development of ballast
siding and associated work in connection
with CTR work in the jurisdiction of Sr.
DEN/S/ADI. Approximate NIT Cost (3):
29888122.48, EMD Cost (): 299500.00,
Sr. No.02, e-Tender No. DRM-ADI-134-
2020-21, Name of work: Chandlodiya-
Khodiyar-Gandhinagar Capital: Providing
rubberised road surface at LC No. 3 & 19
of Chandlodiya-Khodiyar-Gandhinagar
Capital section. Approximate NIT Cost
():2555171.45, EMD Cost (3): 51100.00,
Closing date & time of e-tender: Date
25.08.2020 at 15.00 Hrs., Office
Address: Sr. Divisional Engineer
(Cooridination) Ahmedabad, DRM Office,
Nr. Chamunda Bridge, Opp.
New Swadeshi Mill, Naroda Road,
Amdupura, Ahmedabad-382345.
Website for participating e-tender:
www.ireps.gov.in 75

Like us on: I facebook.com/WesternRly

PRESS NOTICE
INVITING PERCENTAGE
RATE e-TENDER
Executive Engineer(C), Postal
Civil Division, New Delhi invites
on behalf of The President of
India, online percentage rate
(CPWD-7) e-tenders for the

following work:

N.L.T. No.: NIT/EEPCND/2020-
21/34 Dated 30.07.2020 Name
of Work: Providing interlocking
tiles under Swachhta Action
Plan 2020-21 in MMS Naraina,
New Delhi Estimated Cost:
39,70,151/- Earnest Money:
79,403/- Period of completion:
03 Months Last time and date
of submission of bid:
10.08.2020 upto 15:00 hrs.

The bid forms and other details
can be obtained from the website
www.dopcivil.euniwizarde.com

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH, WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF

THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
E & M CIRCLE, RAIPUR (C.G.)

NATIONAL OPEN COMPETITIVE PROCUREMENT

(Two-Envelope Bidding Process with e-Procurement)
e-PROCUREMENT REQUEST FOR BIDS
eProcurement Portal: https:/eproc.cgstate.gov.in

(TENDER CANCEL NOTICE)

In Bid System No. 65660/ RFB No. 02/SAC/2020-21 Rudri
Dated 29.06.2020 Supply erection testing & commissioning
of new 30mtr Hot dipped galvanized high mast pole with
350watt LED flood light and repair with replacement and fix-
ing of 350watt LED fixture power cable and panel at 30mtr
of 9 nos existing high mast of RSP gangrel Dam Vide
Publication G.No. 82013 is Cancelled due to unforeseen
circumstance.

sd/-

Executive Engineer
E&M H.E.M.M. Division Rudri
for Superintending Engineer
E&M Circle Water Resources

82702 Department Raipur

(&) EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY (&)

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender Notice No. : EL-50-DNR-OPEN-14-
2020-21. The Divisional Railway Manager,
E.C. Railway, Danapur for and on behalf of the
President of India is invitng online (E-
Tendering) Open from the reputed contractors
working in State/Central Govt having valid
Electrical contractor license for the required
voltage level issued by State/Central Govt
licensing board for the following work fulfilling
the Eligibility Criteria and terms conditions
mentioned in tender document. Tender No. :
EL-50-DNR-OPEN-14-2020-21.

1. Name of work with its location : Repair,
maintenance & manning of all types of
electrical assets in Officer's flat (Block-A&B,
G+7 building, PHODs Bunglow- 12 nos, GM
Bunglow, Sports Club & Hospital Building at
Patliputra Rail Parishar, Digha for 02 years.
2. Approx cost of the work (NIT value) :
379,26,874.50, 3. Earnest money to be
deposited : ¥1,58,500/-, 4. Date & time for
online submission and closing of all above
tenders : On 21.08.2020 up to 12.00 Hrs. 5.
Website particulars, notice board location
where complete details of tender can be
seen and address of the office from where
allthe above tender form canbe seen : CRIS
website http://www.ireps.gov.in. Office of
the Sr. DEE (G)/DNR, D.R.M. Building, 1st
Floor, East Central Railway, Danapur.
NOTE : All corrigendum will be uploaded on
website before 15 days if required.

DRM (Elect/G)/ECR/Danapur
PR/0483/DNR/EGEN/T/20-21/40
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J (Schedule ‘A’ Enterprise of Govt. of India)

CIN: L74899DL1974G0I007227

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
Group General Manager/RCED, RITES Itd invites online item rate bid on two packet
system for the following work on Open tender basis:
NIT No. RITES/RCED/RI/SHMS/2019/02, Name of Work: “Engagement of System
Integrator for supply, installation, testing, commissioning and maintenance of Monitoring
system for Structural Health Monitoring System (SHMS) for Bogibeel Rail cum Road
Bridge across river Brahmaputra near Dibrugarh, Assam, India”. Estimated Cost: X 38.2
Crore, Earnest Money: X INR 2500000.00, Period of completion: 32 months (08 month
for execution and 24 months as maintenance period), Last time & date of submission of
bid: 11:00 Hrs. on 18.09.2020. The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the
website https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app.
Addendum/Corrigendum, if any, shall be hosted online only

___ IRCON I(,\I;I'ERNATIONAL LIMITED

ovt. of India Undertaking)
Website:www.ircon.org CIN-L45203DL1976G01008171
e-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

e-Tender No: IRCON/ELECT/5025/R-APDRP/MEERUT/Store/Disposal/03, Date :30/07/2020
e-Tender for and on behalf of IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED is invited from bidders for
the work of “Sale of Surplus materials like 250KVA & 100KVA Transformer, G.l. Wires,
M.S. Structure Steel- Angle, channels, MS clamps, Cables, Pole mounted D.B., Boxes
and its fittings in different sizes etc. lying IRCON store at B-25 Kunj Vihar, Jagriti Vihar,
Meerut (UP) under RAPDRP Part-B Project Meerut Town of PVVNL”

[ Estimated Cost of work [ Rs.23,60,876/- |
[ End Date & Time of e-Bid Submission | 18.08.2020 at 15:30 Hrs. |

For further details, visit website https://etenders.gov.infeprocure/app. Corrigendum,
ifany, would be hosted only on the website. General Manager (Elect)/PH

V7.4

NATIONAL BANK FOR AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Plot No. C-24, ‘G’ Block, Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra (E), Mumbai-400 051.

TENDER NOTICE
NATIONAL BANK FOR AGRICULTURE AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT (NABARD), Department of Information
Technology, Head Office, Mumbai invites e-tenders from established
Vendors for provision of Bulk SMS Services. The last date for
submission of e-tender is 15:00 hrs on 20" August 2020. Please visit
our website 'www.nabard.org' for details regarding the same.

g I >> I I8 IS

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that

www.nabard.org Taking Rural India >> Forward

one male namely Naresh Slo
Unknown R/o Hanuman Mandir,
Nigam Bodh Ghat, Delhi. Age

about 45 years, Height 5'5", Face long,
Complexion shallow, Built normal,
wearing hospital cloths was found
dead at LNJP Hospital, New Delhi on

Naresh
27.07.2020.
In this regard a DD No. 47-A dated 27.07.2020 U/s 174
Cr.PC has been lodged at PS Kashmere Gate, Delhi.
Any person having any information or clue about this
decreased person may kindly inform to the undersigned
at the address or telephone nos. given below.

SHO
PS Kashmere Gate, Delhi
Ph. 011-23967889, 23968730

DP/415/N/2020

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR
SUPPLY OF BAMBOO C.N.C BOTTLE

MAKING MACHINE

Tripura Rehabilitation Plantation Corporation
Limited (TRPC) invites Expression of Interest for
Supply of Bamboo C.N.C. Bottle Making Machine, 1
(one) no to be supplied at Surendranagar, Sub-Div:
Mohanpur, Dist. West Tripura, State: Tripura.
Expression will be received in the office of the TRPC
Ltd. P.N. Complex, Gurkhabasti, Agartala, Tripura, till
3.00 PM on 10th August 2020.

Full text of the notice inviting expression of interest
may be seen in the corporate office of TRPC at
Agartala and in its Zonal Offices at Udaipur, Agartala,
Kumarghat and Jawharnagar on all working days and

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, JULY 31,2020

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, PHE, GROUND WATER DIVISION,
BAGH ALI MARDAAN NOWSHERA, SRINAGAR KASHMIR

NIT No: -PHE/GWDS 15 of 07/2020 Dated: 29-07-2020

For and on behalf of Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir e-tenders are invited in 02 Cover
System for Construction of Exploratory Test Bore Well and Construction of production tube well for suc-
cessful exploration at the following location/site from registered water well drillers/contractors as per the
details given in tender document.

S. | Site Cost of | Cost of EMD| Estimated Time of | Validity of | Programme
No Tender Cost completion Rates
Document
1. | Construction of Production Tube | Rs.1000/- | Rs.73240/- | Rs.36.62 lacs | 30 Days 180 Days Capex
Well at Wani Mohalla Balhama in
Sonwar constituency of District
Srinagar.
2. | Construction of Production Tube | Rs.1000/- | Rs.73240/- | Rs.36.62 lacs | 30 Days | 180 Days Capex
Well at Balhama (B) in Sonwar
constituency of District Srinagar.
Position of Funds:- Available/Demanded
Critical Dates / Information.
Publishing Date 30 -07-2020

Period of Downloading of Bids 30-07-2020 (9:00 A.M) to 10-08-2020 (2:00 P.M)
Period of Submission of bids 30-07-2020 (9:00 A.M) to 10-08-2020 (2:00 P.M)
Date of opening of Tender. 11-08-2020 at (11:00A.M)

Tender Receiving Authority: Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Ground Water Division Srinagar.

Document Cost : Rs 1000/= (one thousand only) for each well (Non-Refundable) in the shape of Treasury Challan/receipt
deposited to Account Head 0215 in favour of Executive Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Ground Water Division Srinagar( at
Saddar Treasury Srinagar) on account of (The firm shall specify the name of work for which apply)

7 | Earnest Money: for an amount shown in Gist of NIT against each well tender in the shape of CDR/FDR pledged to Executive
Engineer Jal Shakti PHE Ground Water Division Srinagar 190011.

8 | Bid Validity Period: 180 Days

oo~ |winn|=

NOTICE FOR E-TENDERING

The Resident Commissioner, Punjab Bhawan invites tenders on behalf of
Government of Punjab from eligible Service Providers/Contractors for the fol-
lowing work through e-Tendering Process:

Sr. | Name of Work Estimated | Earnest | Cost of

No. Annual Money | Tender
Cost Form

1. | Providing Manpower/Personnel 3 Crore |6 Lakhs | 1000/-

Management Services on out sources
basis in the O/o The Principal Resident
Commissioner, Punjab Bhawan,

New Delhi for Three Years.

Date of Release of Tender 07.08.2020.

Last Date for Purchase of Online Tender 24.08.2020 upto 12.00 hours.
The tender form and other detailed conditions can be obtained from the
website: https://www.punjab.gov.in. Sd/

Superintendent

@ =

56442/Pb

BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD

BHAKRA BEAS
NATIONS'S PRIDE

(Power Wing)

Notice Inviting E-Tender

N.L.T No: 558/P&D(TS)TS/PNT-488 Dated: 28.07.2020
Name of Office: Chief Engineer / Transmission System, Planning & Design (TS)
Directorate, SLDC Complex, Industrial Area Phase-I, BBMB, Chandigarh-160002
Tele Fax-0172-2654468

Name of Work: Design, manufacturing, testing, supply and delivery of 06 nos.
Live/Dead tank design oil filled 132kV Current Transformers of various ratios suitable
for outdoor service, hollow porcelain Insulator for Sub-Station of BBMB Kurukshetra.

Last date and time for receipt of request for | 18.08.2020 upto 17:00 Hours
issue of tender documents

Last date & time of submission of bids 26.08.2020 upto 11:00 Hours

Date and time of Online of Bids 26.08.2020 from 15:00 Hours onwards

Executive Engineer,
Jal Shakti PHE Ground Water Division,
Srinagar.

No: PHE/GWD/1479.
Dated:29-07-2020.

For cost of specification, earnest money deposit and detailed NIT, please visit BBMB website
https:/lbbmbeproc.abcprocure.com & www.bbmb.gov.in

ERLLN::E I Wl For Your Better Tomorrow Save Energy Today

Office of
Executive Engineer B&R Division HPPWD, Joginder Nagar
Himachal Pradesh Public Works Department, Mandi-175015
Phone No. 01908-222033 E-Mail: ee-jog-hp@nic.in

DIPK-3606 (1)
e-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

INVITATION FOR BIDS (ITB)

The Executive Engineer, B&R Division, HPPWD, Joginder Nagar on behalf of Governor of Himachal
Pradesh online bids on item rate, in electronic tendering in 2 cover system for of the under mentioned
from the eligible and approved contractors/firms registered with HPPWD department:-

Sr. | Name of Work Estimated EMD Cost of | Eligible Time
No. Cost Tender | class of Limit
contractors
1M @ @) (4) (5) (6) @
1. | Construction of Karkuhi Jalh Changher road Km. 0/0 | 2,96,93,449/- | X 5,94,000/- | ¥ 5000/- | Class'A’ | Twelve
to 5/610 MLA 1st Priorty of 2015-16 under NABARD Months

Project RIDF-XXV (Actual Name:- Karkuhi Changher
road Km. 0/0 to 4/510, Link road to village Jalh Km.
0/0 to 1/100 (Sub Head:-| Formation cutting, dump-
ing site, construction of retaining/breast walls, cross
drainage works, essential soling and parapets)

2. Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission:- The bid document is available online and bid
should be submitted online on website htt://hptenders.gov.in. The bidder would be required to register in the
website which is free of cost. For submission of the bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature
Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA) “Aspiring bidders who have not obtained
the user ID and password for participating in e-tendering in HPPWD may obtain the same from the website:
htt://hptenders.gov.in. Digital signature is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering Bidders already possess-
ing the digital signature issued from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender.

3. Key Dates:-

1. Date of online Publication: - 05/08/2020 10:00 Hrs.

2. Document Download Start and end date:- 10/08/2020 10:00 Hrs upto 29/08/2020 17:00 Hrs

3. Bid Submission start and end date:- 10/08/2020 10:00 Hrs upto 29/08/2020 17:00 Hrs

4. Physical submission of EMD and cost of tender document:- 31/08/2020 11:00 Hrs

5. Date of Technical Bid opening will be 31/08/2020 11:30 A.M, Evaluation of technical bid opening in

Joginder Nagar Division, HPPWD, Joginder Nagar and financial bid opening will follow on accordingly.

4. Tender Details:- The tender documents shall be uploaded online in 2 cover.

i) Cover 1:- Shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical Documents/Eligibility information.

ii) Cover 2:- Shall contain “BOQ/Financial Bids” where contractor will quote his offer for each item.

5. Submission of Original Documents:- The bidders are required to submit (a) original demand draft
towards the cost of bid document and (b) Original bid security / Earnest Money Deposited (EMD) and other
technical Documents in O/O the Executive Engineer, B&R Division HP.PWD. Joginder Nagar District Mandi
(H.P) as the specified in Key dates at Sr. No. 3 on tender opening date, failing which the bids will be
declared non responsive.

6. Bid Opening Detail:- The bids shall be opened on 31/08/2020 11:30 Hrs. in the office of Executive
Engineer B&R Division HP.PWD. Joginder Nagar District Mandi (H.P) by the authorized officer. In their
interest the tenderer are advised to be present along with original documents at the time of opening of ten-
der. If the office happens to be closed on the date of 6. opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be
opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.

7. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 120 days after the dead-
line date for bid submission.

8. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for

HUBLI ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED
(Wholly Owned Govt. of Karnataka Undertaking)
Corporate Office, Navanager, P.B. Road, Hubli-580 025
Tel. No. 0836-2222535, Fax No. 0836-2324307
Website: www.hescom.co.in E-mail ID: seeit@hescom.co.in
eeit@hescom.co.in CIN : U31401KA2002SGC030437
No: HESCOM/SEE-IT&MT/EEIT1/AEE-IT1/2020-21/6207
Date : 29.07.2020

The Tender Notification issued vide: HESCOM/SEE-
IT&MT/EE-IT1/AEE-IT1/2020-21/CYS 1305 Dated:24.07.2020
for Implementation of web based Total Revenue Management
(TRM) system in Non RAPDRP areas of HESCOM vide Bid
Indent No. HESCOM/SEE(IT&MT)/EEIT-1/TRM/2020-21

stands CANCELLED. Sd/- Superintending Engineer (El)
No.DIPR/DWD/2020-21/231/MCA (IT&MT), HESCOM, Hubballi.

e-Tender Notice

e-tender is invited on behalf of the
President of India for the under
mentioned work:-

1. e-Tender No. ECR-CAO-C-S-ETEN-
19-20-21in Two Packet System
Name of work : Supplying, stacking and
spreading of 50mm gauge nominal size
machine crushed stone ballast,
transporiting of P.way materialffittings,
track linking and other ancillary works in
connection with Doubling work between
Damodar Bridge (Km. 98.08) and Ranchi
Road (excluding) (Km. 92.80) & BRKA
Link to Barkakana (excluding) in CIC
Line. Approx. cost of the work in (Rs.) :
12,51,60,505.20 Cost of tender form in
(Rs.) : 10,000.00 Earnest money in
(Rs.) : 7,75,800.00 Period of work
completion : 06 [Six] Months 2. e-
Tender No. ECR-CAO-C-S-ETEN-16-
20-21 in Single Packet System Name of
work : Conducting "Final Location
Survey for DHANBAD-ISPATNAGAR
(43.80km) & Pradhankhunta-Bhojudih
(22.28km), Submission of FLS Report,
Detail Estimate with quantities,
preparation of Land Plans for land
acquisition etc" in connection with
Permanent diversion of the affected
Dhanbad- Chandrapura Railway line by
Dhanbad- Ispatnagar line via Tetulmari,
Nichitpur, Matari, Telo including Y-
Connection in Dhanbad & Ispatnagar and
doubling from Pradhankhunta to
Bhojudih under Dhanbad Division of East
Central Railway. Approx. cost of the
work in (Rs.) : 25,03,369.43 Cost of
tender form in (Rs.) : 3,000.00 Earnest
money in (Rs.) : 50,100.00 Period of
work completion : 03 (Three) months
Date and time for closing of tender :
18.08.2020at 15.30 hrs.
Any e-tenders which is sent by Post/
Courier/Fax or by hand will not be
accepted. All such manual submission of
tender even if it is on firm's letter pad or
received in time will not be accepted. The
above e-tender doucment alongwith full
information is available on website :
http://www. ireps.gov.in. Note : In case of
any descripencies found in tender notice,
English version will be final. Tenderers
are requested to visit the website
http://www. ireps.gov.in in atleast 15 days
before last date of closing for latest
corrigendum/ corrections etc in
connection with this e-tender.
CAO/Con/South
E.C. Rly. MHX, Patna

PR/478/CON/ENGG/ T/20-21/68

HIMACHAL PRADESH

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

in electronic tendering system from the eligible class of Contractors registered with HPPWD for the worl

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

The Executive Engineer, B&R Division, HPPWD Nahan, District Sirmaur, H.P. on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites the item rates bids,

ks detailed in the table.

Sr. Name of Work Estimatred Earnest

No. cost (Rs.) | Money (Rs.)

1. | Clo 30.00 meter Span Bridge over Pathrala Ka Khala and Khari Ka Nala on Khajurna-Bikram Bagh-Suketi-Kala Amb  |1,86,47,000/- | 2,19,000/-
Road at RD 2/975 only only

2. |Improvement of Banog-Kheri Road 0/0 to 39/500
(SH:- P/F W-Beam Crash Barrier at RD 31/0 to 31/060, 31/105 to 31/135, 31/165 to 31/250, 31/260 to 31/325, 31/335 | 15,75,494/- 31,500/
to 31/495, 31/540 to 31/580 and R/W at RD 31/275 to 31/290 and 31/300 to 31/310) only only

3. |Restoration of Rain Damages Majri to Burma Papdi Road Km 0/0 to 9/0 14,06,328/- 28,500/~
(SH:- C/o Retaining Wall at RD 3/750 to 3/793) only only

4. |Clo Indoor Stadium Building at Nahan, District Sirmaur (HP) 6,51,477/- 13,500/
(SH:- C/o Spiral Stare Case, Poarch, Drain and Steel Works etc.) only only

Starting Date for Downloading Bid  :-
Deadline for Submission of Bid -

10.08.2020
22.08.2020 up to 10:00 AM
The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website www.hptenders.gov.in.

Executive Engineer

HPPWD (B&R) Division Nahan

Tel/Fax: 01702-222260

E-mail: ee-nah-hp @nic.in

On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh

E-TENDER NOTICE
TENDER SPECIFICATION NO. 03/SE(MM)/2020-21

1963/HP
UTTARAKHAND POWER CORPORATION LTD.
Corporate I.D. No.- UA40109UP2001SGC0O25867/2358
o8 \/.C.V. Gabar Singh Urja Bhawan, Kanwali Road, Dehradun- 248001, Ph. No. 0135-2763672-75
=yl Ls e Fax 0135-2763830, Websties, www.upcl.org & www.uttarakhandpower.org

Superintending Engineer (MM), Uttarakhand Power Corporation Ltd., V.C.V. Gabar Singh Urja Bhawan,
Dehradun invites e- tender for sale of old and used Transformer Oil (Dehradun 103.00 Kiloliter + Haldwani
102.00 Kiloliter =205.00 Kiloliter) on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” from authorised purchaser, who are registered
in GST/Income Tax Department, available in Workshop Dehradun/Rishikesh/Roorkee/Haldwani/ Kashipur/
Rudrapur under EWD Dehradun/Haldwani. The last date of online request of tender document/submission/
opening date of tender are as given below:-

any delay due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bid-

ders of any bid updates, the employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It

is the bidder’s responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.

In addition to instructions for use of standard form in bidding documents the bidder should upload the fol-

lowing information also.

(i) Total annual volume of Civil Engineering construction work executed and payment received in the last
five year proceeding this year duly verified by the Chartered Accountant.

also at www.tripurainfo.com along with the state and
National leading news papers.

(Abhijit Ray)| |
Asstt. Manager (Marketing)

TRPC Ltd. H. Q. SI- Details of | Total Average Earnest |Cost of Tender|Last Date of| Last Date | Date of
Executive Engineer, ©| Material |Quantity| Turnover [Money[FDR/| Document online of opening
NORTHERN RAILWAY B&R DIYII:I?:deI\'::VE; (u|2.l|1i.l)n for3PYree;1:<s>us CDR] including | request for submission| of Tender
TENDER NOTICE - ~ Jog g (InRs.) | TradeTax | purchase | of ©M9r |in online
Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering (E-Procurement Systems District Mandi (HP) on behalf of (InRs.) Draft in online .
s. N.IT.No. |S.N]J16-2020-21-W-V Governor of Himachal Pradesh [Draftl  of the tender| g off line | & ©ff line
no. 1910/HP Ph. 01908-222033 (inRs.) document mode mode
1 |Name of work withits |1 | Developmentof RPC-4 facilities on line no. 20 at Old and used| 205.00 | 150.00 Lakh |Rs.112740.00| Rs. 5.900.00 | 18/08/2020 |18/08/2020 (18/08/2020
location HNZM in the section of ADEN/HNZM. 1 | Transformer | KiloLiter ’ upto upto at
pefilni_tion of ?imilarkWork :- Any Civil work RAJASTHAN RAJYA VIDYUT UTPADAN NIGAM LIMITED Qil 14:00 Hrs. | 14:00 Hrs. [16:30 Hrs.
involving concreting work. VIDYUT BHAWAN, JANPATH, JYOTI NAGAR, JAIPUR - 302005
. “ ‘ for Further details, please visti website www.uktenders.gov.in. ; ; ;
e . : CIN - U40102RJ2000SGC016484, Ph. No. 0141-2741452 P 9 Superintending Engineer
3 |EarnestMoney g::xz;dg:wm,z’ze‘_’_";‘S)R”vfi‘"b:O”tkt')”ega‘zrczsg'erze:; E-mail: accountsrvunl@yahoo.com, Website: energy.rajasthan.gov.in/rvunl No: 358/EE(CM)/UPCL/A-2  Dated: 29.07-2020 (MM)
EMD for tender invited on IREPS as per Railway Extract of Financial Results for the Half Year ended 31st March, 2020 2 Lacs SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION. Customer Care No.- 18004190405
Boards letterno 201025//CE-I/CT/5/1 dated 31.08.2016) SI. [Particulars Half Year Ended]| Previous Half Year | YearEnded | Year Ended Pay Electricity bill or:nh:e r294x°7rtf(:(|;n_1rxlllvv;::;p§I(;o:%og:g;Lr;fgo;/n;a:;:;zgglilf)ctncny Theft, informer
i Comsietion seriogor ::;17::0-00 NO, 31/03/2020 | Ended 31/03/2019 | 31/03/2020 | 31/03/2019 Vv Iep : :
ompletion period o onths (01/10/2019 - (01/10/2018 - (01/04/2019 - | (01/04/2018 -
Work 31/03/2020) 31/03/2019) 31/03/2020) | 31/03/2019) GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
5 |Costoftender (it should be in the form of net banking or payment Un-audited/ Un-audited/ Un-audited/ OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
%a“;egfgr?:;{ie'j?;j;é zDofj l“g”ngsf gz agcreRP:sv 2 Reviewed Reviewed Reviewed Audited MECHANICAL IRRIGATION DIVISION SRINAGAR, NEAR J&K BANK (ZALDAGAR)
Boards letter no 2015//CE-I/CT/5/1 dated 3p1 .08.2016)y 1 | TotalIncome from Operations 883,379.39 800,023.05 1,633,318.73 | 1,448,744.93 Telefax No. 0194-2503195, E-Mail ID: xenmidsrinagar @gmail.com
1 |Rs.5900.00 2 [NetProfit/ (Loss) for the period 49,438.04 41,973.16 41,068.88 59,604.47 NOTICE INVITING TENDER
6 |Date and time for Upto 15.00 hrs. on 28.08.2020 Opening of tender at (before T?X, E)_(ceptlonaland/or e-NIT No. 51 OF 2020-21 Dated: 27.07.2020
submission of tender 15.00 hrs. On 28.08.2020 Extraord.lnaryltems) . For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of J&K, Executive Engineer, Mechanical Irrigation Division, Srinagar, invites
and opening of tender 3 |NetProfit/ (Loss) for the period 35,723.65 8,579.64 12,830.57 13,842.00 e-Tenders from established and accredited Original Pump Manufacturers (OPM's) or their Authorized Dealers or reput-
7 |Website particulars Above tender available on IREPS site i.e. before Tax( after Exceptional and/ ed Firms or Joint Venture Consortium's having relevant Experience and other requisite pre-qualification criteria's for the
notice board location www.ireps.gov.in or Extraordinary items) advertised work. The bidding process shall be completed online in two covers viz. Cover “1st’ consisting of Tender Fee,
complete details of - - Earnest Money Deposit, Pre-qualification Criteria's, General Terms and Conditions and Technical Specifications. Cover
tender can be seen 4 :f?;f{::t(fa(ﬁL;SESicf::rtt?(?npjrz«lz?}z/or 35,723.65 8,579.64 12,830.57 13,842.00 2nd’ shall consist of Financial Bid in the prescribed BOQ.
and address of the A . P Sr. Particulars of the Work Name of | Estimated | Costof |Earnest| Bid Time of
office from where the Extraordinary items) No. Division Cost Document/ | Money | Validity | Completion
tender form can be 5 | Total comprehensive income for 32,363.01 2,615.19 4,539.79 4,878.12 (Lacs) |Tender Fee| @ of Work
purchased etc. the period [Comprising Profit/ (In Rs.)
128-W/280/e-Tender Notice/20-21/W-V Dated : 28.07.2020 1668/2020 (Loss)for the period (after tax) : 2 i h3 — 29:00 50;) TR ZOO 1;0 e Ma o
th hensi - | a. Construction of Pump House with allied civil works lechanical . . s. 6. onths
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE and Other Comprehensive b Supply Instaliation, "Testing and. Commissioning of | Irigation Lacs | Days
ncome (after tax)] Horizontal Pumping units along with electro- mechanical |  Division,
NORTHERN RAILWAY 6 | Paid up Equity Share Capital 1,021,234.00 1,006,795.00 1,021,234.00 | 1,006,795.00 gquipgent's.d laving of 350mm diameter ERW Risi Srinagar
¢. Providing and laying ol mm diameter Isin
(Face Value +10/-pershare) Main _alo%g ith alisd control, valves, flttings ec. 9
TENDER NOTICE 7 |Reserves (excluding Revaluation | (413,180.05) (438,280.84) | (413,180.05) | (438,280.84) st LiftImigstion Scheme Chuntwaliwar in disrct Gandierbel
The Dy. Chief Engineer/Const., N. Rly., S.E. Road, New Delhi for and on behalf of Reserve) as per balance sheet of under *AIBP TAC 12" on turnkey basis.
the President of India invites e-tender under Single Packet System for the under previous accounting year Position of funds: Approved Under TAC-12 AIBP (Funds Demanded)
noted work:- , : _ , 8 |NetWorth* 604,717.96 568,295.84 604,717.96 | 568,295.84 Key/Critical Dates:
Out sourcing of maintenance activities to provide|| g ™ paiq up Debt Capital /Outstanding | 4,644,038.10 |  4,521,045.83 | 4,644,038.10 | 4,521,045.83 i Publish Date 27.07.2020 at 1750 hrs
Name of work and habitable condition in CAO/C office complex N. Rly. at Debt ii Document Download/Sale Start Date 27.07.2020 from 1800 hrs.
location *;(aESNh/rgz_r'z g;fsr?ri‘rlelg :: ;thlion of SSE/C/J under 10 | Outstanding Redeemable R N N N i Clarification Start Date 28.07.2020 from 1000 hrs.
- - i i . Preference Shares iv Bid Submission Start Date 30.07.2020 from 1800 hrs
2 ﬁ\oe"\:)cl)?lt(lon period of 24 (Twenty four) months 11 | Debt Equity Ratio 7.68 7.95 7.68 7.95 v Clarification End Date 11.08.2020 upto 1700 hrs
12 | Earnings Per Share (of%10/-each) 0.35 0.09 0.12 0.14 vi Pre-bid Meeting Date 14.08.2020 at 1000 hrs
3 |Approx Cost of work [Rs. 54.51 lakh f - ddi . d vii Document Download/Sale End Date 18.08.2020 upto 1600 hrs
Earnest Money ( orcotmmwgg a-n& dlfc:)r:jt)lrz;\llet viii Bid Submission End Date 18.08.2020 upto 1600 hrs
operations-basic & dilute o Rk
4 |amount (to be Rs. 1,09,030/- aﬁnualised) (in%) ix Date and Time of Bid Opening 20.08.2020 at 1400 hrs
deposited Online)
Date & Time for Tenders may be uploaded up to 11.30 hrs. on 13 |Capital Redemption Reserve - - - - 1. E{? '/(Ij'?((t::rr&eer:tss :\??n be assessed at and downloaded from the websites www.ifckashmir.com/
oo L - ) : o N N N . p:/lj .gov.in.
g [Submissionof  20.08.2020 on IREPS website i.e. www.reps.gov.in. 14 Debenturg Redemption Resgrve 2. The pre-bid meeting will be held in the office chamber of the Superintending Engineer, Mechanical Circle Kmr. 1.
E-tender and opening | The bidders can participate in the e-tender, the tender 15 | Debt Service Coverage Ratio 0.82 0.90 0.77 0.82 & F. C. Dept., Srinagar.
of tender will be opened at 11.30 hrs. on 20.08.2020. 16 |Interest Service Coverage Ratio 1.22 1.21 1.08 1.16 3 pﬁe Bids sl,htallbb_ngeposited on tqlebwebsli_te hr::tp:/gl_(:?ndfrs.gov.ip .
The detailed e-tender notice is available on Northern * i ilicati . e complete bidding process will be online http://jktenders.gov.in .
Railway website i.e. www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in and “Excludlng FlyAsh Utll!satlon Fund 5. The Financial bids of the bidders shall be opened online in the office of the Superintending Engineer, Mechanical
Le. v inindianralvays. govin Debenture Redemption Reserve could not be created due to accumulated losses Circle, . &F.C Department Srinagar.
tender document is available on www.ireps.gov.in- Notes: 6.  Bids must be accompanied by bid security and cost of Tender Document as specified in column 6 & 7 of the table
Above tenders document wil be available 1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of the half yearly and yearly financial results filed with the Stock and shall be payable at Srinagar.
for §ubm|53|or1 of offer on IREPS website i.e. Exchange under Regulation 52 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, a. Bid Security to be pledged in favour of Superintending Engineer, Mechanical Circle, |.&F.C Department Srinagar.
] Www.ireps.gov.in from 04.08.2920 to 20.98.2020. 2015. The full format of the half yearly and yearly financial results of the Company is available under investors Bid Security will have to be in form of CDR/FDR of any scheduled Bank and shall have to be valid for one year
Detailed Tender The bidders who desire to participate against e-tenders, section of our website 'eneray.raiasthan.qov in/rvunl' or more after last date of receipt of Bid. ) ) )
6 |Notice & Tender are advised to electronically register themselves on the gy-rajasthan.gov. : . . . ) ) b. The cost of downloaded tender documents should be in form of DD/TR/e Challan in favour of Executive
D " b bsite for which. th d re to. obtai 2. The company has prepared the financial statements and financial results in compliance with Ind AS pursuant Engineer, Mechanical Irrigation Division Srinagar payable at Srinagar.
ocumen al ove |\|A|’ediSI : Ior Wrtilf(i: ’t E)ilf WT:J dreq;"rf ok;toina('jn to the Notification of Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) dated 16th Feb 2015. 7. The hard copies of cost of tender document in shape of DD/TR/e Challan, Earnest money in shape of CDR/FDR and
icszj:d b Cg:uncdeer Iﬁicet-éoog eady not obtained) 3. The Management has exercised necessary due dilligence to ensure that these unaudited financial results other relevant documents shall be obtained from the bidder who is declared as L1 after opening of financial cover.
All other terms and conditions 'in respect of above provide true & fair veiw of company's affairs. The figures for half year ended 31st March 2020 and 31st March & 11-2:3/ Eelﬁdseklill! ;ﬁmglrgm(l)s?\?sfg{dizzzgfggfofrgrtﬁep::igd gii;g%?;Vaskérsog’lnthgg;}i;é:ﬁ:mqg:{;:gz ;Lgngogltg:
tenders are given in tender documentp The detailed f2019 a;e ;he balancing fi?ures between the figures in respect of the full financial years and the figures upto the tions of the bid, the said earnest money shall stand foffeited. Y
) . irst half of the respective financial years. 9 Other detail b in the bidding d ts from th bsite http://iktend i
tender notice also can be seen on the Notice Board of . . er details can be seen in the bidding documents from the website :/ljktenders.gov.in.
the above Iofﬁce. I For & on behalf of the Board of Directors 10.  Queries by E-mail if any should be made at xenmidsrinagar@gmail.com.
. : Place: Jaipur (P.Ramesh)) No: MIDS/TS/1506-1515 Sd/-
No.: 50-G/C/K. gate/DLI  Dated: 30.07.2020 1666/2020 Date: 30-07-2020 Chairman & Managing Director Date: 27.07.2020 Executive Engineer,
Serving Customers with a Smile Raj.Samwad/C/20/2916 RVUN/PR-3410 DIN: 03551794 DIPK-3542 Mech. Irrigation Division Srinagar

New Delhi
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TORRENT PHARMACEUTICALS LIMITED\
Registered Office:

Torrent House, Off Ashram Road,
CIN: L24230GJ1972PLC002126 Ahmedabad - 380 009, Gujarat, India.
Website: www.torrentpharma.com Ph. : + 91 79 26599000

Email: investorservices@torrentpharma.com Fax : + 91 79 26582100

“torrent-

PHARMA

Extract of Consolidated Financial Results
for the Quarter Ended 30-Jun-2020

[T in crores except per share data]

®Reliance Industries Limited

Registered and Corporate Office: 3° Floor, Maker Chambers |V, 222, Nariman Point, Mumbai 400 021
Telephone: +91 (22) 3555 5000; Facsimile: +91 (22) 2204 2268
E-mail: investor.relations@ril.com ¢ Website: www.ril.com ¢ Corporate Identity Number: L17110MH1973PLC019786

Statement of Deviation/ Variation in utilization of funds raised

Name of listed entity

Reliance Industries Limited

Mode of Fund Raising

Rights Issue

Date of Raising Funds

June 11, 2020

Amount Raised

Rs. 13,275.19 crore'

Report filed for Quarter ended

June 30, 2020

No.17(9)/2020-PL/NGT
Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change Policy and Law Division

NGT Cell
Level-lll, Jal Wing,

Indira Paryavaran Bhavan,
Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj, New Delhi-03
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change invites
applications for filling up of the nine vacant posts of Judicial
Members in the National Green Tribunal (NGT).
The qualifications, terms of office, age limit, conditions of service
etc. are available on the Ministry's website www.moef.gov.in.
Details of the advertisement including the Application Form can be
downloaded from the aforementioned Ministry's website.
Last date for receipt of applications in the Ministry's office is
21.08.2020.

davp 13101/11/0012/2021

Monitoring Agency Applicable
Monitoring Agency Name, it applicable . Axis Bank Limited I.'."a__ % NAGALAN [} u N | UE RS IT\ll"
Is there a Deviation / Variation in use of funds raised No '

If yes, whether the same is pursuant to change in terms of a
contract or objects, which was approved by the shareholders

Not Applicable

If Yes, Date of shareholder Approval

Not Applicable

[ Covita Lsrsavsty Esi. by e dlrt of Ponlersent Mo, 23 o 1594)
Haadyusamers - Lumasnd, Disl: Zushabeie, Pin Cade - TOAEZT

Po. B 2SR EAN-0al- 1201058 Dratedd: Lumami e 259 July, 2000

Quarter Ended Year Ended Quarter Ended Explanation for Deviation / Variation Not Applicable ADVERTISEMEMNT
Particulars 30-Jun-2020 31-Mar-2020 30-Jun-2019 Comments of the Audit Committee after review No Comments Appications in the prescribed form ane invited from
Unaudited Audited Unaudited Comments of the auditors, if any No Comments eligible candidates for the posts of Finence Officer
Total Income from operations (net) 2056 7939 2022 Objects for which funds have been raised and where there has been a deviation, in the following table Internal Audit Oficer. Hindi Oficer. Senior Technical
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period Amount of Agsslanl and Pharmacist, Dotails of the adverlizement,
before tax and exceptional items 402 1187 279 Original Mool;}g:;d Original awgg;ttﬁliii Funds De;/;?ttlr?:lq\llj:;r;ta::on Remarks, alher ferms and conditions and (he applicadion form
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period o Object itany | Allocation e Utilized according to if any are  available in 1he  Universily  we I:-:%!Ir-.-
before tax and after exceptional items 402 1187 applicable object wwasnagalanduniveraityac. in. Last date far receipt
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after 16 Repayment/ Rs. 30,755.08 Rs. 13,275.19 of fliled-in application s 14% Seplember, 2020,
tax and exceptional items 321 1025 prepayment of all Crore Crore 2l
. or a portion of (Refer notes i
Total Comprehensive Income - a3 218 certain borrowings Not below) Ragistrar
(after tax) availed by the Applicable - NIL - 5 _
Equity Share Capital 84.62 84.62 84.62 Company : AT BheAx - s
Other Equity excluding Revaluation 4739 General corporate Rs. 13,281.05 B e CONTA";IWEEWC;IORP(()QM a?:fwlw':)DIA LTD.
Reserve purposes Crore (A Govt. of India Navratna Undertaking)
. Regd. Office & Investors Relation Centre:
Earnings per share (of X 5/- each) Deviation or variation could mean: CONCOR Bhawan, C-3, Mathura Road, New Delhi-110076.
Basic 18.98 60.55 12.74 a. Deviation in the objects or purposes for which the funds have been raised or ~ CIN:L63011DL1988GO0I030915, Tel. Nos.: 41222500/600
Diluted 18.98 60.55 1274 b.  Deviation in the amount of funds actually utilized as against what was originally disclosed or E-mail: investorrelations@concorindia.com, Website http://www.concorindia.com
- : : c. Change in terms of a contract referred to in the fund-raising document i.e. prospectus, letter of offer, etc. NOTICE
Notes : Notes: Notice is hereby given pursuant to Regulation 47 read with Regulation 29 of the
| Summary details of stand-alone audited financial results of Torrent Pharmaceuticals Limited - 1(a) The details of funds received on allotment of 42,24,40,258 Equity shares are as under: Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure
ummary detatls ot stand-alone audite ancial resuits ol 1orre armaceuticals ed: Amount Requirements) Regulations, 2015, that a Meeting of the Board of Directors of the
[R in crores] No. of Equity | Price (Rs. in Remarks Company will be held on 07th August, 2020 to inter-alia consider and approve
Quarter Ended Year Ended Quarter Ended shares (inRs) | crore) # the unaudited Financial Results of the Company for the quarter ended on 30th
Particulars . ; ’ : B June, 2020.
30-Jun-2020 31-Mar-2020 30-Jun-2019 Total Issue Size 42,2626,894| 1,257.00| 53,124.20| The Rights Equity Shares were |ssoued as partly paid-up and This information is also available on the website of the Company and the
. . an amount of Rs. 314.25 (i.e. 25% of the Issue Price) per bsites of the Stock Exch h he C B listed vi
Net income from operations 1727 6168 1603 Details of Allotment | 42,24,40,258 31425| 1327519| Rights Equity Share has been received on application (of websites o the Stocl -xchanges where the ompany's shares are listed viz.
Profit before tax 370 1117 277 till June 30, 2020 which Rs. 2.50 towards face value of Rights Equity Share B.SE Limited (www.l?selndla.com) and the National Stock Exchange of India
Profit after t 208 939 203 and Rs. 311.75 towards premium amount of Rights Equity Limited (www.nseindia.com).
rolit atter tax Share). The schedule for payment of the balance amount of For & on behalf of
Total Comprehensive Income (after tax) 318 824 227 Rs. 942.75 per Rights Equity Share is proposed as Container Corporation of India Limited
(i) Rs. 314.25 i.e. 25% in May 2021; and (ii) Rs. 628.50 i.e. Place: New Delhi sd/-
2 The above is an extract of the detailed format of Financial Results for the quarter ended the balance 50% in November 2021. The Board of the Date: 28.07.2020 Executive Director (Finance) & CS
30-Jun-2020 filed with Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations Company would make the calls for this purpose.

*Rounded offto two decimal places

(b) Out of 42,26,26,894 Rights Equity Shares issued by the Company, 42,24,40,258 Rights Equity Shares were allotted by the
Company till June 30, 2020.
Issue of 1,86,636 Rights Equity Shares had been kept in abeyance pursuant to an order passed by the Hon'ble Special Court
constituted under the Special Court (Trial of Offences Relating to Transactions in Securities) Act, 1992. The Company has on
July 29, 2020 allotted the 1,86,636 Rights Equity Shares to the eligible applicants in accordance with the order passed by the
Hon'ble Special Court.

and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the same, along with the
notes, are available on www.nseindia.com, www.bseindia.com and on the Company's website
www.torrentpharma.com.

Place : Ahmedabad, Gujarat
Date : 30-Jul-2020

IN THE COURT OF
ESTATE OFFICER, BATHINDA CIRCLE, BATHINDA
Present: Shri Rajinder Parshad Sharma, Advocate for the Applicant.
NOTICE OF MOTION

TAKE NOTICE that this Hon'ble Court will be moved on
07.08.2020 at 1100 hrs in the forenoon or so soon there-
after can be heard by Shri Rajinder Parshad Sharma,
Advocate for the applicant for an order to substitute the
respondent in Case No. 04/PPE/BTI/2020 namely Shri
Kuldeep son of Shri Mahle Ram, last address of respon-
dent Village & Tehsil- Meham, Distt- Rohtak, in the Notice
under PPE Act, 1971 as mentioned in the PPE Act filed
with the applications.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that in the event of your
non-appearance in response to this Notice, no further
Notice will be given to Shri Kuldeep son of Shri Mahle
Ram and Notice under PPE Act will be heard and dis-

N 74

The entire money raised by the Company through Rights Issue, during the quarter ended June 30, 2020, has been utilized
for the objects as stated in the Letter of Offer dated May 15, 2020.
For Reliance Industries Ltd.
Sd/-
Savithri Parekh
Joint Company Secretary & Compliance Officer

§‘; NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

(A Government of India Undertaking)

Place : Mumbai
Date : 30.07.2020

ing

M m! Regd. Office: Scope Complex, Core-lll, 7-Institutional Area, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003 posed of in .your absence.
ﬁ Website: www.nationalfertilizers.com, CIN-L74899DL1974GOI007417 Dated this the 28 day of July, 2020. sq
ﬁ w Estate Officer,
ST Bathinda.
0O e EXTRACT FROM THE STANDALONE & CONSOLIDATED AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31" MARCH, 2020 DEC-04
= o~ (Zin Lakhs) @
= l STANDALONE CONSOLIDATED .
o O parti Relance
articulars L
31/03/2019 Industries Limited
m 31/03/2020 | 31/12/2019 | 31/03/2019 | 31/03/2020 | 31/03/2019 | 31/03/2020 | 31/12/2019 | 31/03/2 1/03/2020 Audited T GrowthisLife
E m u ed | Unaudited ited Audited Audited ted | Unaudited | Unaudi Audited (Restated)
= 1| Total Income from operations 304006 | 379653 | 315221 | 1319186 | 1248065 | 304006 | 379653 | 315221 | 1319186| 1248065 Regd. Office: 3rd F'°°r’M'Vl'Jar:§;iC_hforg%ezrf_'V’ 222, Nariman Point,
ml = 2 | Net Prc_)fit/ (Lpss) from operations before 6504 14442 11965 13614 46337 5574 14376 11662 12609 45889 Phone: 022-3555 5000 « Fax: 022-2204 2268
-m‘ exceptional items and tax E-mail: investor.relations@ril.com
w9 =l N 3 | Net Profit/ (Loss) before tax after (32381) 14442 11965 (25271) 46337 | (33311) 14376 11662 (26276) 45889 CIN: L17110MH1973PLC019786
I i tional it i i
‘ I ! I :lxie: I(:'rt]/a I.Iemsf th iod after t 23935 10777 8088 17101 29845 24865 10711 7785 18106 29397 Extract of Unaudited Consolldated
m Tet |;OI ( OhSS) ?r |e perIOf at:r ax‘ d §26205; 10690 7753 E19631; 29608 §27135; 10624 7450 £20636; 29160 Financial Results for the Quarter Ended
otal Comprehensive Income for the perio
'm (Comprising Profit/ (loss) and Other 30th June, 2020
= == Comprehensive Income for the period  in crore, except per share data)
Equity Share Capital 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058 49058 Quarter Quarter
ﬂ =g Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve) 143036 172844 141166 171979 ) Ended Ended
== as shown in the Audited Balance Sheet of Particulars 30th 30th
the previous year
8 | Earning Per Share (of ¥ 10/- each)* June, 2020 | June, 2019
amning Value of Sales & Services (Revenue) | 100,029 | 174,087
e (a) Basic (4.88) 2.20 1.65 (3.49) 6.08 (5.07) 2.18 1.59 (3.69) 5.99 Less: GST Recovered 9,691 1734
| (b) Diluted (4.88) 2.20 1.65 (3.49) 6.08 (5.07) 2.18 1.59 (3.69) 5.99 Revenue from Operations 91,238 162,353
*Not annualised in case of quarterly figures. Profit Before Exceptional ltem and Tax 8,542 14,366
- - N N - - - — - Profit Before Tax 13,508 14,366
Note: 1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly/Yearly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Profit for the Period* 13.248 10.141
Requirements) Regulations 2015. The full format of the Quarterly/Yearly Financial Results are available on the Stock Exchanges websites, www.nseindia.com and www.bseindia.com Total Comprehensive Income (Net of Tax) 30,918 10’060
H and website of the Company www.nationalfertilizers.com. Paid up Equity Share Capital, ’ ’
'ﬁ For and on behalf of Board of Directors Equity Shares of ¥ 10/- each 6,445 5,926
h Sd/- Other Equity excluding revaluation
(Virendra Nath Datt) reserve”* _ - -
Place: Noida Chairman & Managing Director Earnings per equity share
_ Date: 30.07.2020 DIN : 07823778 (Face value of ¥ 10/- each)
J?k <=3l Basic (in Z) - After Exceptional ltem 20.69 16.94
Y ¥ Basic (in X) - Before Exceptional Item 12.92 16.94
N F L . FA R M E R S F R I E N D ] N ATI o N s P R I D E Diluted (in ) - After Exceptional ltem 20.63 16.93
Diluted (in ) - Before Exceptional ltem 12.89 16.93
v PRICDL L /M/ TED * Includes Non-Controlling Interest
).( Prlcal CIN. L34200TZ2011PLC022194 ** Reserve excluding revaluation reserves for the year ended as on
A Regd. Office : 109, Race Course, Coimbatore - 641 018. Phone : + 91 422 4336000 N t31_St March, 2020 was 446,992 crore.
website : www.pricol.com, e-mail: cs@pricol.co.in otes:
1. The Audit Committee has reviewed the above results and the
STATEMENT OF AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2020 (% in Lakhs) Board of Directors has approved the above results and its release
Standalone Consolidated at their respective meetings held on 30th July, 2020. The Statutory
PARTICULARS For the Quarter Ended For the Year Ended For the Quarter Ended For the Year Ended Auditors of the Company have carried out a Limited Review of the
31-Mar- 2020 | 31-Mar- 2019 | 31-Mar-2020 | 31-Mar- 2019 | 31-Mar-2020 | 31-Mar- 2019 | 31-Mar-2020 | 31-Mar- 2019 aforesaid results.
Audited Audited Audited Audited Audited (Ref\purgisieerﬂed) Audited (Reﬁnljrg‘stgrﬂed) 2. Additional information on Standalone Financial Results is as follows:
1. Total Income 28983.22| 33955.65 | 121591.77 | 138579.47 37813.04 | 45376.45 | 161467.78 | 182626.65 ®in crore)
2. Net Profit / (Loss) before Exceptional items & Tax 454.89 491.97 (2599.81) 390.49 37.18 | (6244.41) (5030.53) (9271.28) %“Z“Zr %UTZ"
3. Exceptional ltems (Net) (12702.64)| (23197.75) | (19072.36) | (23197.75) E - E - Particulars :mf‘ ;‘m‘;
4. Net Profit / (Loss) before tax (after Exceptional items) (12247.75)| (22705.78) | (21672.17) | (22807.26) 37.18 | (6244.41) (5030.53) (9271.28) June, 2020 | June, 2019
5. Net Profit / (Loss) after tax from Continuing Operations Value of Sales & Services (Revenue) 52,263 96,867
(after Exceptional items) (12075.52) | (22271.14) | (21287.97) | (22792.95) 223.66 | (5893.84) (4674.37) (9374.47) Less: GST Recovered 1,817 3,748
y : . . B _ B _ Revenue from operations 50,446 93,119
6. Profit/ (I._oss) from Discontinued Ope.ratl.ons (Net 9f Tax.Expense) 1908.27 | (2818.96) (5201.06) (8011.53) Profit Before Exceptional ltem and Tax 4385 12,100
7. Net Profit / (Loss) after tax from Continuing and Discontinued Profit Before Tax 8,805 12.109
Operations (after Exceptional items) (12075.52) | (22271.14) | (21287.97) | (22792.95) 2131.93 | (8712.80) (9875.43) | (17386.00) Profit for the period 9,753 9,036
8. Total Comprehensive Income for the period (11908.73) | (22138.17) | (21096.00) | (22761.86) 2792.28 | (7195.75) | (9377.81) | (15913.74) Total Comprehensive Income (Netof Tax) 11,311 8,907
9. Paid-up-Equity Share Capital (Face Value of ¥ 1/-) 947.97 947.97 947.97 947.97 947.97 947.97 947.97 947.97 3. The above is an extract of the detailed format of the Standalone and
- . - Consolidated financial results for the quarter ended on 30th June,
10. Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserves as shown in the 2020 filed with the Stock Exchanges pursuant to Regulation 33 of
Audited Balance Sheet of the previous year) 41978.38 63074.38 38791.59 48993.08 the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
11. Earnings per Equity Share for Continuing and Discontinued ?:g?:tf'ons’fo:ti‘ Standal gc idated i al "
. . e full format of the Standalone and Consolidated financial results
operations (Face Value of X 1/-) in Rupees (12.74) (23.49) (22.46) (24.04) 2.25 (9.19) (10.42) (18.34) forthe quarter ended on 30th June, 2020 are available on the Stock
Note: The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly/Yearly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of SEBI (Listing Obligations and Exchanges' websites (www.bseindia.com / www.nseindia.com)
and the Company's website www.ril.com.
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the financial results are available on the Stock Exchange websites www.bseindia.com, www.nseindia.com and For Reliance Industries Limited
Company's website www.pricol.com. By Order of the Board Sd/-
Mukesh D. Ambani
29th July 2020 VANITgﬁm(R)I\I-I:ﬁ: Date : 30th July, 2020 ‘ Chairman & Managing Director
Coimbatore DIN : 00002168 www.ril.com

N n N B N n New Deln N n



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

17

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, JULY 31,2020

EcoNOMY

SN

RUPEE 0

GOLD

O

IL SILVER

) 353,860

& 374.84

& $42.80

Note: Gold, silver rates at spot market in Delhi; gold per 10g, silver per 1 kg; Brent crude as of 2300 IST

&) 364,100

SENSEX: 37,736.07 ¥ 335.06 NIFTY:11,102.15 ¥ 100.70 NIKKEI: 22,339.23 ¥ 57.88 HANG SENG: 24,710.59 ¥ 172.55 FTSE: 6,033.10 ¥ 9836 DAX:12,52249 ¥ 299.77

PoLicy WATCH
DISINVESTMENT

SUNNYVERMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

THE MARKET disruption
caused by the COVID-19 pan-
demic has forced the govern-
ment to extend bid deadlines
multiple times for its show-
piece privatisation pro-
grammes of BPCL and Air
India, while stake sale of other
state-owned companies are
alsofacing delays. This will af-
fect the disinvestment targets
for the current year, as big-
ticket stake sales may take
time to materialise.

The Finance Ministry on
Wednesday extended the
deadline for submission of ex-
pression of interest (EOI) forits
strategic stake sale in BPCL for
the third time to September
30.The deadline to bid for pur-
chasinggovernment’s stake in
AirIndiawas also extended for
the third time till August 31.

The Centre invited EOls
frominterested parties witha
networthofatleast $10billion
for the strategic sale of BPCL—
one of the largest oil market-
ingand oil refining companies
inIndia with a refining capac-
ity of 38.3 million metric
tonnes perannumor about 15
per cent of the country’s total
refining capacity. Divestment
ofthe government’s 52.98 per
cent equity stake in BPCL
forms a key part of its Rs 2.1-
lakh crore disinvestment tar-
get for the current fiscal year.

After initiating the divest-
ment process for national car-
rier in January, the govern-
ment in June extended the
deadline tobid for Air India by
two monthstill August 31. The

COVID-19 disrupts
govt’s sell-off plans

government originally started
the process to sell 76 per cent
in Air India in 2018, but later
change strategy to sell its 100
per cent stake to attract buy-
ers. With airlines being at the
frontline of disruption caused
by COVID-19, attracting buy-
ers for the loss making na-
tional carrier at an attractive
valuation will be challenging.

Department of Investment
and Public Asset Management
(DIPAM)said that the last date
for bids for BPCL has been ex-
tended due to requests re-
ceived frominterested bidders
and impact of COVID-19.
“Normally strategic disinvest-
ment takes 8-9 months... Toa
lot of extent, COVID has put a
brake on this because interna-
tional travel has virtually
stopped. To some extent, we
have to grant extension to
some of the Eols that we have
issued,” DIPAM Secretary
Tuhin Kanta Pandey said on
July 22,

The government had ear-
lier extended bids for strate-
gic sale in Central Electronics
Limited. “Deadline extension
does not reflect that there is
no investor interest. In fact,
globally central banks have
injected lot of liquidity in
markets at virtually zero
rates,and much of itis willing
to come India. While strate-
gic stake sales will take time,
we are working to speed up
offer for sale in some other
companies,” a senior official
said. Government’s discus-
sion with global investors
during bids for Bharat Bond
ETF show that there is lot of
interest for investments in
India, the official said.

‘PM meets financial
regulators, discusses
measures to revive
COVID-hit economy’

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,JULY 30

International market data till 1900 IST

STATES SAY COMPENSATION FUND UNLIKELY TOHAVE ENOUGH FUNDS TO EVEN MEET REVENUE SHORTFALL IN NEAR FUTURE

Pushback from states likely on AG view on market borrowings

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,JULY 30

THE TUSSLE between the Centre
and the states on Goods and
Services Tax (GST) payments is
set to intensify. A proposal being
piloted by the Union Finance
Ministry to direct states to resort
to market borrowing to meet
their impending revenue short-
fall, which is to be repaid subse-
quently from the compensation
fund, is set to face a strong push-
back from several states. States
are of the view that the compen-
sation fund is unlikely to have
enough funds to even meet rev-
enue shortfall in the near future,
letalone having enough funds to
cover for the borrowing by states.

Alegal opinion on the issue

‘SEEKING LEGAL OPINION'

M Astate FM said the
Council had decided to
seeklegal opinion on
whether the central
governmentor GST
Council can take loans,
not whether states can
be allowed to take loans
and then berepaid from
the cess fund.

offered by the Attorney General
of India, specifically on bridging
the revenue shortfall by directing
states to borrow, is learnt to have
put the ball squarely in the
Centre’s court. While it is learnt
that the AG opined that the
Centre does not have the obliga-

GDP CONTRACTS AT 32.9% ANNUALIZED RATE

Coronavirus sinks US
economy in Q2; biggest
blow since Great Depression

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JULY 30

THE US economy suffered its
biggest blow since the Great
Depression in the second quarter
as the COVID-19 pandemic shat-
tered consumer and business
spending, and a nascent recovery
isunder threat from aresurgence
in new cases of coronavirus.

The bulk of the deepest con-
traction in at least 73 years re-
ported by the Commerce Depart-
ment Thursday occurred in April
when activity almost ground to
slow the spread of coronavirus.

Gross domestic product(GDP)
collapsed ata32.9 percentannu-
alized rate last quarter, the deep-
estdecline inoutput since the gov-
ernment started keeping records
in 1947. The drop in GDP was

German economy
plunges 10%

Frankfurt: Germany’s econ-
omy, Europe’s largest, took a
massive hit during the
COVID shutdowns, shrinking
10.1 per cent per cent during
the April-June period from
the previous quarter, official
statistics agency said. AP

more than triple the previous all-
time decline of 10 per cent in the
second quarter of 1958.The econ-
omy contracted at a 5.0 per cent
pace in the first quarter.

Meanwhile, the S&P 500 fell
0.79 per cent, while the Dow
dropped 0.38 per cent Thursday,
after data painted a worrying pic-
ture of the economy.

RBI cautions about corporate,
HNI dominance in debt funds

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,JULY 30

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
onThursday held abrainstorming
session with financial sector reg-
ulators and discussed various
measures to revive the economy
hit hard by COVID-19 crisis.

As per sources, the meeting
discussed various steps that regu-
lators can take to push growth. RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das, Sebi
Chairman Ajay Tyagi, Irdai chair-
manS CKhuntiaand PFRDA chair-
man Supratim Bandyopadhyay
were in the meet, which also saw
presence of Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.

—— BRIEFLY —

Importcurbson

colourTVs

New Delhi: The Centre Thur-
sday put restrictions on im-
ports of colour television.

Urjit PatelonGE
Shipping board

New Delhi: Great Eastern
Shipping Company said Th-
ursday its board named Urjit
Patelasanadditional and in-
dependent director. PTI

LICNPAstrise
8.17%inFY20

New Delhi: For FY20, LIC pos-
ted an 8.17 per cent rise in
NPAsatRs 36,694 crore. ENS

Gujproject:IRB
preferred bidder

New Delhi: IRB Infrastructure
Developers Ltd (IRB) has
emerged as a preferred bid-
der for a project on Vado-
dara-Mumbai Expressway.

33.4LMTof

grainstostates

New Delhi: FCl said 33.4LMT
of food grains has been given
to states under PMGKAY-IL.

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
has cautioned about “idiosyn-
cratic” features of debtasset man-
agement funds, including domi-
nance of corporates and high
net-worth investors (HNIs), which
may possibly make such funds
more “susceptible to runs”.

Corporates and high net-
worthindividuals comprise more
than 90 per cent of the aggregate
assets under management for
debt funds. As much as Rs 9.99
lakh crore of the corpus of Rs 11.80
lakh crore in debt funds is ac-
counted for by them.

As per RBI, corporate domi-
nance ininvestments may lead to
concentration in fund manage-
ment as smaller fund houses are
unable to compete onexpensera-
tios. “Between March 2019 and
March 2020, the share of thetop 5

funds in the total liquid fund cor-
pus increased from 55 per cent to
61 per cent,” the RBI said in its lat-
est Financial Stability Report re-
leased last week.

Moreover, a large fund size is
alsoincentive compatible froman
investor point of view, as such
funds have significant systemic
spill-overs, potentially “improv-
ing possibilities of bailouts”, the
RBI said. The RBI has warned
about corporate dominancein the
pastalso.

The debt fund segment wit-
nessed turmoil when Franklin
Templeton closed six credit risk
schemes in April this year in the
walke of COVID disruption and fi-
nancial sector defaults. The RBI
then constituted a special liquid-
ity window for mutual funds to
mitigate the effects of COVID-19
and insulate them from the
spilloversof the credit risk fund re-
demption pressures “in the inter-
est of overall financial stability”.

What is production-linked
incentive scheme for
electronics manufacturers?

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI,JULY 30

GLOBAL ELECTRONICS giants
such as Samsung, Pegatron, Flex,
and Foxconn are looking to either
set up shop or expand their pres-
enceinIndia. These companiesin
final stages of negotiations to ben-
efit from the Ministry
of Electronics and
Information
Technology's (MeitY)
production-linked in-
centive (PLI) scheme
for making mobile
phone and certain
other specified electronic compo-
nents.

EXPLAINED

Whatis the PLIscheme?

As part of the National Policy
on Electronics, the IT Ministry,on
April 1, notified a scheme that
would give incentives of 4-6 per
cent to electronics companies,
which manufacture mobile
phones and other electronic
components such as transistors,
diodes, thyristors, resistors, ca-
pacitors and nano-electronic

component.

According to the scheme,
companies that make mobile
phones which sell forRs 15,000 or
more will getanincentive of up to
6 per centonincremental sales of
all such mobile phones made in
India.

What is the scheme’s tenure?
The PLI scheme will
be active for five years
with financial year (FY)
2019-20 considered as
the base year for calcu-
lation of incentives.

[

Which companies
and whatkind of investments
will be considered?

All electronic manufacturing
companies, which are either
Indian or have aregistered unitin
India, will be eligible to apply for
the scheme. However, all invest-
mentdone by companies onland
and buildings for the project will
not be considered for any incen-
tives or determine eligibility of the
scheme.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Extantregulations specify sin-
gle investor concentration norms
for diversifying the investor base.
However, when the investor pro-
fileis dominated by risk aversein-
vestors, as is the case in money
market or debt mutual funds,
thereis astrong possibility of a few
corporates distributing their sur-
plus over four or five fund houses
and, hence, exits during times of
stress could still be concerted, the
RBI said.

The debt fund management
industryis extremely competitive
and portfolio performance plays
an important role in incremental
fund flows. “Such behaviour typi-
cally masksilliquidity premiumas
(short-run)excessreturns. Excess
returns, although substantial,
turned negative in the wake of
COVID-19-related dislocations.
Given the recent churn in debt
MFs, risk appetite of the sectorand
consequentinvestmentallocation
assumesimportance,” the RBI said.

VACCINE CANDIDATE
COVID: J&] starts

human safety trial

Chicago: Johnson & Johnson on
Thursday began human safety
trials in the United States for its
COVID-19 vaccine after releasing
details of a study in monkeys
that vaccine showed its best-
performing candidate offered
strong protection in one dose.
When exposed to the virus,
six out of six animals who got the
vaccine candidate were com-
pletely protected from lung dis-
ease and five out of six were pro-
tected from infection as
measured by the presence of
virus in nasal swabs, according
to the study published in the
journal Nature. REUTERS

Safeguard duty on
solar cell till Jul 21

New Delhi: The government has
imposed safeguard duty on solar
cells for one more year till July
2021 to protect domestic manu-
facturers and discourage cheap
imports from countries like China.
The move follows recommen-
dation by Commerce Ministry’s
arm Directorate General of Trade
Remedies (DGTR) for continued
imposition of the duty. PTI

tion to pay for revenue shortfall,
the legal input suggests that the
GST Council can recommend to
the Centre to allow the states “to
borrow on the strength of the fu-
ture receipts from the compen-
sation fund” and that the central
government will have to take the
“final decision in the matter”.

A state Finance Minister said
the option to direct states to un-
dertake market borrowing can
also be implemented in an alter-
nate way, with the market bor-
rowing being undertaken by the
Centre and then being repaid
from the compensation fund. “All
these issues have to be thrashed
in the GST Council meeting. If
states are allowed to take loans,
why can’t the Centre take loans.
Soif the legal opinion is that states
canbe allowed to take loans, why

has the Centre not been allowed
to take loans. The Centre can also
take loans, give the borrowed
money to states and be repaid
from the Compensation Fund —
the same proposal that they have
given to states, why not the same
proposal has been put forward to
the Centre,” the state Finance
Minister told The Indian Express.
The minister further said that
the Council had decided to seek
legal opinion on whether the
central government or GST
Council can take loans, not
whether states can be allowed to
take loans and then be repaid
from the cess fund. “At present,
any state borrowing is as per per-
mission from the central govern-
ment, but states are guaranteed
for it. This proposal just means
relaxing the fiscal deficit limit by

‘Gold demand plunges 70% on
high prices, lockdown in Jun qtr’

Skyrocketing prices and the COVID-19-induced lockdown
hit India’s gold market, with its demand plunging 70 per
centto 63.7 tonnes in the April-June quarter, as against
213.2 tonnes in year-ago period, World Gold Council said

~¥53,000/10 GRAM:
Current gold prices in India,
which have risen by:

B 60% since January 2019

M 20% since January 2020

0/, Fallinvalue of gold
57 /0transacted,from
62,420 croreinlast June

quarter to¥26,600 crorein
April-June 2020

740 0 Drop in demand for

gold for jewellery,
from 168.6 tonnes to 44
tonnes

Why this is important: June quarter was hit by
lockdowns and high prices — both combined to
keep India’s gold demand at record low

0/, Fallingold
imports, from
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247.4 tonnes April-June

2019 to 11.6 tonnes this
June quarter
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63%: Decline in value of
jewellery, from¥49,380 crore

last June quarter to¥18,350
crore in same period this year

ENS Economic
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Rural economy ‘bright spot’
.. tolead recovery: Parekh

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JULY 30

HDFC CHAIRMAN Deepak Parekh
Thursday said the COVID-hit
economy s likely torecover onthe
backof the rural sector and “signs
of the wheels of the economy be-
ginning to churn are evident”.
“Today, the bright spot for
India s the rural economy. A good
monsoon, strong agricultural
growth and government support
through rural employment guar-
antee schemes is enabling rural
consumptiontolead India’s over-
all recovery,” Parekh said while
addressing HDFC's virtual AGM.
He said foodgrain production
is expected to hit a record high of
over 292 million tonnes. Kharif
sowing has been healthy too.
“Certain sectors are limping back
to normalcy, but the strong prob-
ability of cycling inand out of lock-
downs doesremain,” Parekh said.
“My view is that one should
not be too perturbed with foreca-
sts of negative GDP growth rates.
Most believe India’s GDP growth
which was slowing down in the
pre-COVID era will contract by
about 5 per cent this year,” he said,
adding, “recovery will happenas-
suming no further lengthy and
complete lockdowns in future.”
Since Independence, India has
had a recession only 3 times —
1958, 1966 and 1980, Parekh said.
In each of these years, the reason
was the same — a poor monsoon
which hit agriculture, and at that
time agriculture was asizable part
of the Indian economy, he added.
Parekh said signs of the whe-

HDFC standalone
QI net falls 4.7%

New Delhi: Mortgage lender
HDFC posted a 4.7 per cent
fallin standalone net profit at
Rs 3,052 crore for quarter
ended June 2020 as against
Rs 3,203 croreinthe yearago
period. Net interest margin
was 3.1 per cent, against 3.3
per cent in year-ago quarter.
During the quarter, the
company made COVID-19
provisions of Rs 1,199 crore.
Revenue rose to Rs 13,017.7
crore as against Rs 12,990.3
crore inJune 2019. ENS

els of the economy beginning to
churn are evident from the fact
thatunemployment rates have ta-
pered down from their peaks in
May;, e-toll collections are higher
as are e-way bills, digital transac-
tionsand GST collections are back
toRs90,000-crore levels. Demand
for two-wheelers and tractors
have risen, even though passen-
ger and commercial vehicle de-
mand remains subdued, he said.

“Ithas been an extremely chal-
lenging time for everyone ... Yet,
from the utter despair that the
world was in towards the end of
March and the month of April
since then, there has been a great
deal of stability in the financial
markets,” Parekh said.

InIndia, various fiscaland pol-
icy measures have ensured that
there is adequate liquidity in the
system. Interest rates are the low-
estin the last 10 years, he said.

Deepening economic crisis
in country: Chidambaram

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

SENIOR CONGRESS leader P
Chidambaram Thursday said the
Centre should acknowledge what
he alleged is a “deepening eco-
nomic crisis” in the country, point-
ingout that the telecom and avia-
tion sectors need its intervention.
He said the two sectors are strug-
gling and may cost thousands of
direct and indirect jobs.

“When will the BJP govern-
ment acknowledge the gravity of
the deepening economic crisis in

the country When will the Prime
Minister acknowledge his failure
and the failure of his economic
managers,” he asked on Twitter.

“Will the government realize
that one of our major telecom
companies is on the verge of col-
lapse and the government has no
plan to save the struggling tele-
comindustry,” heasked ina tweet
inHindi. Chidambaram alsoasked
ifthe government realizes that the
aviation industry has suffered
massive losses and claimed that
“each one of them will go the Air
Indiaway” unless the government
steps in with a rescue plan.

New Delhi

0.5-1 percentage point and has
nothing to do with the compen-
sation fund,” he said.

The economic slowdown and
the effects of the COVID-19 pan-
demicare expected tolinger fora
long time, so the receipts through
cess flowing into the compensa-
tion fund will also not rise sud-
denly to be adequate to pay
states, the minister said. “The
economic growth is unlikely to
spike all of a sudden in the next
3-4years. The funds in the com-
pensation fund will not be suffi-
cienttoeven meet the regularre-
quirement. So how can yourepay
outof that Fund and for how long
are you going to extend it (com-
pensation mechanism), for 10-15
years?,” he said.

Another state finance minis-
ter said that the Council needs to

lookinto the demand of the states
and there is a need for a strong
dispute resolution mechanism to
resolve such unilateral ways of di-
rections to states. “How will the
states cope? 80 per cent of the
welfare activities, whether it’s
health, or education, or even so-
cial security, are undertaken by
the states,” he said.

State finance ministers said
that the GST Council though will
have to look at rationalising the
rate structure, sooner or later. “The
effects of COVID-19 pandemicare
going to last long, so sooner or
later the Council will have to take
acallonraising GST rates, cess hike
or inverted duty structure. After
all, tax rates were increased for pe-
troleum products by states during
COVIDaswell,” one of the state fi-
nance minister said.

Jio, stake sale boost RIL
profit by 30.6% in Jun qtr

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JULY 30

AIDED BY higher profits from the
digital business and stake sale in
fuel retailing business, Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL), India’s largest
company in terms of market cap-
italisation, has reported a 30.6 per
cent increase in consolidated net
profit (including exceptional
items) for the June quarter at Rs
13,248 crore as against Rs 10,141
croreinthe same period ayearago.

However, RIL’s revenue de-
clined to Rs 1,00,929 crore in the
quarter, compared to Rs 1,74,087
crore a year ago, primarily due to
fallin O2Crevenues, led by asharp
decline of 57,6 per cent in average
Brent crude price.

Reliance Jio, RIL's digital arm,
has posted a net profit of Rs 2,520
croreinthe June quarter,a growth
of 183 per cent as against Rs 891
crorelastyear. Jio'srevenue includ-

However, RIL’s revenue
declined t03%1,00,929 cr
in the quarter,
compared to31,74,087 cr
ayear agodueto

fallin O2Crevenues

ing access revenues for the quar-
ter rose by 33.7 per cent to Rs
19,513 crore.

RIL’s retail arm recorded a net
profit of Rs431 crore for the quar-
ter “despite complete lockdown
for along period of time and only
essential services were opera-
tional”. Retail revenue for the quar-
terwasRs 31,633 crore.

The exceptional item of Rs
4,966 crore (netof taxes of Rs 1,508
crore)intheJune quarter was due
to profit on divestment of stake in
domesticfuelretailing business —
Reliance BP Mobility Services Ltd.
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ﬁq Rajasthan State Mines & Minerals Limited
mm (A Government of Rajasthan Enterprise)
Corporate office-4, Meera Marg, Udaipur (Raj)-313001
Phone-0294-2428768, 2428763-67 Fax: 0294-2428768,2428770

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

Date: 24-07-2020

NIT No. & Date

Description of Work

e-NIT No. 11/2020-21
UBN No.
MML2021GLRC00071

Supply of Explosives & Explosive Accessory items. Approx
Qty. As per Tender, Bid Security Rs. As per Tender, Tender
DocumentFee Rs. 1180/-

Mgr. (MM) on above address.
Raj.Samwad/C/2833/2020-2021

Other terms & conditions have been given in detailed tender for which please visit us at our
website www.rsmm.com or www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or www.eproc.gov.in or contact Sr.

SM (Admin)

The Brihanmumbai Electric
Supply & Transport Undertaking

(Of The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation)

[BEST)
TENDER NOTICE

e-tenders are invited for the supply of following items.

(2) Latex, Non-sterile Hand

(1) 68347 — 11KV/415V, ONAN Distribution Transformers,

(Medium size), (3) Wet Lease of 600 SD AC CNG Buses,
Re-invited e-tenders
(4) 44795, (5) 68181, (6) 68177.

Gloves in size 7.5 — 8 inches

PRO/AAM(M)/30/2020.

Note: For more details, log on to website https://mahatenders.gov.in.

GENERAL MANAGER

, HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE DEPARTMENT

¥ Engineering Wing

Office of the Engineer in Chief,1st Floor, PHI Building,
Seshadri Road, Bengaluru-560001 Tel: 080-22274892

e-mail: cekhsdrp@gmail.com & cekhsdrp-hfws@karnataka.gov.in

No.: HFWD/EW/EIC/TA-3/AE-2/TND/2020-21/710

TENDER NOTIFICATION

The Engineer in Chief, HFWD, Engineering Wing, Bengaluru invites
tender from eligible Class-| Contractors registered in KPWD in two tender
document system in e-procurement for the following work.

Date: 29.07.2020

Sl. - Estimated Cost| EMD

No. Description of Work (Rs. Lakhs) |(Rs. Lakhs)
Construction of Super Speciality Hospital

1 Phasg- Il inclgdir)g Onco]ogy Blgck in the 4000.00 40.00
premises of District Hospital in Vijayapura,
Vijayapura District.

03.09.2020 at 16.00 Hrs.

electronically. Interested eligible

Stipulated period for Completion (including monsoon): 15 Months.
Calendar of Events: (1) Last date for receipt of tenders: 01.09.2020
upto 16.00 Hrs. (2) Date of Opening of Tenders (Technical Bids):

The tender details can be downloaded from the e-Procurement platform.
Tenders shall be submitted electronically at www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in
and Earnest Money Deposit and Tender Processing Fee shall also be paid

e-procurement platform to participate in this tender.

Note: (1) All the rights are reserved by the undersigned for postponement
or cancellation of entire tender process, rejection of bids / individual bid
etc., without assigning any reason. (2) Henceforth, any changes in the
schedule / contents will not be published through news papers and
further changes will be updated only on e-procurement portal.

H&FWD, Engineering Wing, Bengaluru.

contractors shall register on the

Engineer in Chief,
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AMIR JOINS PAKISTAN SQUAD IN ENGLAND

Pacer Mohammad Amir has joined the Pakistan squad after
clearing two Covid-19 tests following his arrival in the United
Kingdom. Amir, who quit playing Test cricket, will feature in the
three-match T20 series against England to be played in a bio-secure
environment at the Old Trafford, Manchester starting August 28.

Boot on the other foot

Close to two dozen Indian hockey players who retired in last decade now turn to coaching

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEW DELHI,JULY 30

WHEN TUSHAR Khandker began his inter-
national career in the early 2000s, dribbling
the ball along the carpet was still considered
one of hockey’s ultimate skills. By the time
his days with the national team got over, af-
ter a 12-year career, that artistry was mak-
ing way for sorcery. The dribble was quickly
becoming passé and hockey, instead, was go-
ing ‘3D". More and more players were learning
toliftthe ball off the turfand dribbleitin the air
while continuing to sprint simultaneously (the
art of changing the direction of the ball mid-air
createsanillusion of sorts, hence the name 3D’).
Today, even that has become a basic skill.
“Hockey is changing every four-five years
nowadays,” Khandker says. “And we have to
keepadapting toall these changes.” Adapting to
changes hasn’t really been India’s strength.
Indian hockey has been notoriously slowinre-
sponding toalmostevery change that hasbeen
introduced in the game over the last five
decades and watching domestic hockey is
sometimes akin to indulging in time travel.
Now, Khandker and his contemporaries are
trying to bring about a change. Almost two
dozen men and women players, who have all
retired over the last decade, are going through
Hockey India and International Hockey
Federation’s certification process tobecomeac-
credited coaches and give afillip to the eroding
grassroots structure. The list of players want-
ing to turn into coaches is long: apart from
Khandker, his former India teammates Deepak
Thakur, Prabhjot Singh, Devesh Chauhan,
Shivendra Singh, Bharat Chetri, Gurbaj Singh,
Sameer Dad, Vickram Kanth and Girish Pimple
are some of the players who have undertaken
the course along with 2002 Commonwealth
Games gold medallists Pritam Siwach, Sanggai
Chanu and Helen Marry, among others.
During the lockdown, the 32 men and 23
women'’s team playersin the core group for the
Tokyo Olympics attended a basic course online
as part of Hockey India’s ambitious attempt to
formalise India’s coaching pyramid. Since the
process was introduced in April 2019, roughly
650 coaches have gone through the certifica-
tion programme, according to Hockey India’s
high-performance director David John.
“Itis by design (to have recently-retired and
current players into the coaching programme).

'

(Left to right) Prabhjot Singh, Deepak Thakur and Tushar Khandker are some of the
former players who have turned to coaching.

Theideaistogive theman early introduction to
see whether they like this and then it is their
choice,” John says.

Like in most other areas, India has woken
up late tothe concept of getting the playersinto
coaching. In the Netherlands, for example, it is
common for senior clubor national team play-
ers to coach the junior teams simultaneously
while playing. It is similar in Australia as well,
where the players begin coaching while hav-
inganactive career. Hence, itis common to see
just-retired players taking up senior roles with
different national teams: for instance, 34-year-
old Chris Ciriello, who played for Australia at
the 2016 Olympics, is currently the analytical
coach of the Indian men’s team.

India, on the other hand, has madeitsaver-
sion to investing in coaches obvious over the
years. That Graham Reid was the 26th men'’s
teamcoachin 25 years when he was appointed
inMay 2019 shows the complete lack of under-
standing of the head coach’s role. At the same
time, developing domestic coaches has never
been a priority until now; a fact that many say
is the reason for the national team’s relentless
slide since the mid-1970s.

Getting up-to-date
Despite having produced some world-class
players, one can counton fingertips the number

of player-turned-coaches who have made an
impact since India won its last Olympic medal
in 1980 - MK Kaushik, Rajinder Singh Senior,
VasudevanBaskaranand Harendra Singh. “We
allassume great players become great coaches
but that's not always the case,” John says.

While mere certification might not be the
magic bullet, John says it will help create a co-
hesive playing style across the country, espe-
cially at the sub-junior level, and help Indian
coaches get up-to-date with modern hockey’s
systems and terminologies. John says the aimis
to develop an overall playing philosophy that
will be implemented bottom-up, and within
that structure, give the domestic teams the
space tomaintain theirownstyle. “Havingbeen
to four national championships, I have seen
very little difference between the teams in the
way they prepared and were coached... no
changein patternsor style or structure inany of
the teams really,” John says.

He cites rolling substitutions as an exam-
ple. “In international hockey, we make 60-80
rotations in a match so the players are very fa-
miliar to be changed every 2-3 minutes
whereasindomestichockey, it's seenasaslight
if aplayer is made to change.”

Khandker, who was India’s assistant coach
at the Rio Olympics, says the coaching pro-
gramme has given him an idea about dealing

with playerinjuries, recovery, psychological is-
sues and man-management. There are other
visible changes as well.

Forinstance, at the National Championships
inGwalior twoyears ago, Khandker, one of the
coaches of the Petroleum Sports Promotion
Board team, stationed himself on top of a wa-
ter tank near the ground to provide tactical in-
puts to Devesh Chauhan, whowas handling the
dugout. This role - extremely critical in mod-
ern hockey as it gives a bird’s-eye view of the
match - is fairly common internationally as
wellas clubhockey elsewhere but very few do-
mestic teams in India do it because of lack of
personnel in the coaching team as well as lack
of knowledge.

Alot of current coaches have a diploma
from the National Institute of Sport in Patiala.
“That gave an overall perspective on coaching.
The current programme gives me specific in-
sightson hockey coaching,” says Pritam Siwach.

The 2002 Commonwealth Games gold
medallist has been running an academy in
Sonepat and has produced several players
from the region. Siwach says she has made
‘small but important changes’ to her style.
“When ayoung child comes, | don’t give her
a hockey stick. Instead, for the first few
weeks, she plays football and/or relays. It
takes the pressure off them and they can put
to use their learnings from other sports in
hockey,” she says.

Following sports other than hockeyisakey
element of the programme. “It'salsoimportant
theywatch ProLeague matches and seeif other
countries use patterns and systems which we
aren'tusing in India,” John says.

The whole purpose of the exercise, John
adds, is to create a pool of Indian coaches who
arewell versed with the latest rulesand tactics,
and not necessarily to reduce India’s reliance
onforeign experts.Inthe last decade, Harendra
has been the only Indian coach to have taken
charge of the national men’s team.

“Belgium is world number one and they
don'thave aBelgium-born coach coachingany
of their teams, men or women,” John says.
“With a foreigner, you get a good viewpoint.
(Legendary Australian coach)Ric Charlesworth
always had a European on his coaching staff to
get a perspective when they were playing a
European opponent. (But)it'simportant to have
a good representation of Indians on coaching
panels. Going forward, their positions will get
senior, and that's good for Indian hockey.”

World number one Barty to skip
US Open over Covid concerns

World number one Ash Barty will skip the US.
Openand the tournament preceding it in New
Yorkdue to concerns over the coronavirus pan-
demic. “My team and I have decided that we
won't be travelling to the U.S. for the Western
and Southern Open and the U.S. Open this
year,” the Australian said in a statement issued
by her manager on Thursday.

“Ilove both events soit was adifficult deci-
sionbut there are still significant risks involved
due to COVID-19 and I don't feel comfortable
putting my team and [in that position.

“I wish the USTA all the best for the tour-
naments and look forward to being backin the
U.S. next year.”

The Western and Southern Open, which
is held annually in Cincinnati, has been
moved to New York this year and is set to
start in mid-August. The U.S. Open kicks off
onAug.31 and will be held inits usual home
in Flushing Meadows, Queens, but will be
played without fans in attendance to limit
the spread of the virus.

The reigning French Open champion will
decide later whether to defend her title at
Roland Garros starting in late September.

“I will make my decision on the French
Open and the surrounding WTA European

tournaments in the coming weeks,” she said.

World number one Novak Djokovic and
23-times Grand Slam champion Serena
Williams are among players expected to com-
pete at the U.S. Open despite concerns about
undergoing mandatory quarantine when trav-
elling to Europe, which would have them miss
tournaments in Madrid and Rome ahead of the
French Open. Naomi Osaka will also play the
US Open, the 2018 champion's management
team said. REUTERS

Coach tests positive at Karni
Singh range, training to go on

Ashooting coach at the Dr. Karni Singh Range
here has tested positive for COVID-19 but the
development will not force a closure of the fa-
cility, where the Olympic core group will start
training from August 1. The Sports Authority
of India (SAI), in a press release, said the
woman coachintimated the result of her test
to it on Thursday but since she did not come
in contact with any of the shooters, the facil-
ity will remain open for training. The Karni
Singh range was reopened for use on July 8.
"The coach had visited the centre's adminis-
trative department only on July 24,2020.She
did not visit the field of play or interact with
any athlete training at the centre,"” the SAI
stated. "All actions as per protocol have been
taken. The centre has been sanitised and train-
ing of shooters will be not be affected,” it
added. The Olympic core group of 34 Indian
shootersis also scheduled to return to training
from August 1 at the range after the National
Rifles Association of India (NRAI) made atten-
dance compulsory. Atotal of 15 Indian shoot-
ers have qualified for the Olympics. PTI

Willey’s five-for sets up 173-run

chase for England vs Ireland

David Willey marked his return to England
duty with amaiden five-wicket one-day inter-
national haul after sparking anIreland collapse
as white-ball cricket resumed Thursday fol-
lowing the coronavirus lockdown. The left-
arm paceman was appearing in his first ODI
since being left out of England's World Cup-
winning squad for Jofra Archer. Willey re-
sponded by taking 5-30 from 8.4 overs as
Ireland were dismissed for 172 in the first of a
three-match series that launches the new
World Cup Super League to determine quali-
fication for the 2023 50-over showpiece in
India. Willey took four early wickets as Ireland
slumped to 28-5 after losing the toss. But Curtis
Campher held firm with an unbeaten 59 on
debut. Together with Andy McBrine (40) he
shared a stand of 66 after Ireland were in dan-
ger of being dismissed for under 100 at 79-7.
The match is England’s first home ODI since
beating New Zealand in last year's World Cup
final at Lord's. AFP
BRIEF SCORES: Ireland 172 (Campher 59%,
McBrine 40; Willey 5/30) vs England
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contacts, but already
you're moving into a new phase
which could last a month and
will leave you feeling rather
isolated. This is not a bad thing:

there’ll be moments when you
actually want to be alone.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
If a promised move
of home or major
domestic change is
held up over the next
six months, the reason is that
you should stay where you are
and address fundamental
questions. It may be that you
need to work ata current

gﬁﬁhﬁﬁ : relationship. Or it possibly that
i solid repairs and substantial
FECETIWE - building work are necessary.
THATS TR Whichis it to be?
PREELER HERE |
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Idon’t think that
anyone should
tangle with you at

the moment. If they
do, they must reckon on the fact
thatyou're in a martial mood,
and that you will therefore
undoubtedly give as good as
you get. You are not about to
give way gracefully if there’s no
reason to do so.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Did you know that
you have a
reputation amongst
astrologers for
being lazy? Actually, I think
you are misunderstood. The
factis that at times like these
you quite properly resent tasks
which are beneath your
dignity. You don't like to waste
your talents. It's as simple

as that.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Your partnerships
are not always
straightforward. This
you know well

enough. Your long-term task

now is to simplify all family
relationships, get down to
essentials and strip away the
waffle. You might have to wait
while a partner gets their act
together, though.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Given that you may
have to delay
decisive moves at
home, you may still

do your bit to improve your lot.

Your strongest emotional

contacts are with family

members or people you live
with and, if you recognise this
simple fact, then a number of
problems will disappear.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Do get on with
plans, proposals
and intuitive ideas.
If you talk to people

today you should find them

sympathetic listeners,

and this knowledge may

encourage you to confide

feelings you'd normally keep
to yourself. But don’t tell
them anything that might
cause embarrassment.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
The heavy hand of
Saturnis nowa
semi-permanent
influence onyour

life, but I must say thatitisa

very favourable one. It could
bring eventual security, even
though today you may have
doubts over your financial
future. You'll get your way
through cautious and
consistent planning.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Don’'t hang back or
give way to a
sudden attack of
nerves. You have

the chance to push yourself

forward and it may be another
four weeks before a similar
opportunity comes your way.

Remember all my past advice

about the need to charm

other people.
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Solutions Crossword 4183: Across: 1First night, 8 Swoon, 9 Besstill, 10 Bromide, 11 I } You can make great
Askew, 12 Reeves, 14 Toffee, 17 Cache, 19 Assents, 21 Extract, 22 Entry, 23 Held E 1 strides forward at this
office. Down: 2 Isotope, 3 Sinai, 4 Nabbed, 5 Gestapo, 6 Trick, 7 Flawlessly, 8 £ time. Hopeful]y
Subtracted, 13 Eyeball, 15 Fanatic, 16 Tattoo, 18 Catch, 20 Shelf. E E perst.mal matte;s may
be put to one side. In that case,
you could direct your thoughts
towards the financial situation.
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