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DU profis
third arrest
by NIA in
Elgar case

HanyBabu
accused of
links with
those named
earlier

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY,
ARANYA SHANKAR &
SADAF MODAK

NEW DELHI, MUMBAI, JULY 28

IN THE 12th arrest in the Elgar
Parishad case of December 2017,
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday took
into custody Delhi University as-
sociate professor Hany Babu MT.

Babu, who is with the univer-
sity’s Department of English, was
put under arrest after three days
of questioning in Mumbai. In a
statement, the NIA said “accused
Hany Babu Musaliyarveettil
Tharayil was propagating Naxal
activities and Maoist ideology
and was a co-conspirator with
other arrested accused (in the
Elgar Parishad case)”.

The 54-year-old associate
professor had been delivered
summons on July 14 for appear-
ance before the investigating offi-
cer in Mumbai, the next day. He
arrived on July 24 for questioning.

Babu’s wife Jenny Rowena,
who teaches at Delhi University’s
Miranda House, called his arrest
a“ajoke and farce”. “Some offi-
cer called me around 5 pm and
said Hany Babu was being ar-
rested. I asked if I could talk to
him, but they refused. This arrest
is ridiculous,” she said.

NIA officials claim to have
proof of Babu’s links with other
accused in the case such asRona
Wilson. In September 2019,
Babu’s home in NCR had been
searched by the Pune police,
which first registered a case in
the matter. It had booked Babu
under charges of sedition and
taken away two laptops, a mo-
bile phone and pen drives along
with two books.

The Pune police claimed to
have recovered a letter from
Wilson, arrested from Delhi in
June 2018, in which a suspected
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COUNTDOWN TO AUGUST S

EC frowns on J&K L-G talk of election
timing, says poll decisions its ‘remit’

Comments by
other authorities
interfere with
our mandate: EC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

THE ELECTION Commission (EC)
on Tuesday took exception to
Lieutenant Governor (L-G) GC
Murmu'’s recent comments in
the media on the timing of polls
inJammu and Kashmir (J&K).

The Commission issued a
strongly worded statement as-
serting that all decisions on the
conduct and timing of elections
are its “sole remit”.

The poll panel was reacting
to a series of
media inter-
views given by
Murmu over the
last week. In an
interview to The
Tribune, the L-G
said elections to

(Political)  the J&K
vacuum Assembly
temporary, would be held
hehadtold afterthe conclu-
sion of the de-

Express

limitation exer-
cise.
Responding to a question on
reviving political activity in J&K,
Murmu told the Hindustan Times,
“The ECis the competent author-
ity to take a call on delimitation.
Except Covid, I don’t see any
problem in holding elections”.
To a similar question, he told
The Indian Express that the
Covid-19 outbreak marred the
efforts to conduct panchayat
elections in J&K. On the
Assembly election, he said,
“Second part is that the delimi-
tation committee is already ap-
pointed, now delimitation will
start. The Assembly elections
should also come simultane-
ously or after that. So, this par-
allel work is going on. I think this
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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Centre to SC: Need to
verify L-G statement on
no objection to 4G

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

THE CENTRE on Tuesday sought
time from the Supreme Court to
verify Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor G C
Murmu'’s statement favouring
restoration of 4G internet serv-
ices in the Union Territory.

The Indian Express reported
on July 26 that the J&RK adminis-
tration has told the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs that it
does not have any objection to
restoring 4G internet services.

“We have been making (a)
representation for this... I feel
that 4G will not be a problem. [
am not afraid (of) how people
will use this. Pakistan will do its
propaganda, whether it is 2G or
4G. It will always be there... But
Idon’tsee anissue,” Murmu told
The Indian Express last week.

Raising the matter before a
bench headed by Justice N V
Ramana on Tuesday, Senior
Advocate Huzefa Ahmadi, ap-
pearing for NGO Foundation for
Media Professionals, said: “The
Lieutenant Governor has made

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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Iltija Mufti: My
mother not free
as she will speak
for the people
NIRUPAMA

SUBRAMANIAN
MUMBAI, JULY 28

MEHBOOBA MUFTT'S continued
detention was intended to
“break her” and to force her to
accept the “disempowerment”
of Jammu & Kashmir that had
taken place on August 5, 2019,
the daughter of the former Chief
Minister, Iltija Mufti, told The
Indian Express in an interview
from Srinagar.

“Itis kind of understood that
if she wants to get out, her free-
dom is contingent on her not
talking about Article 370. Now
it'sbecome a game of who blinks
first. But the bad news for them

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

‘GAME OF WHO
BLINKS FIRST...IT
WON'T BEMY
MOTHER

ILTgA MUFTI
DAUGHTER OF MEHBOOBA MUFTI

One of the five Rafale jets, headed to India from France on
Monday, being refuelled mid-air. Tweeted by IAF, via PTI

Ahead of military talks,
China claims troops have
disengaged at most sites

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

FOUR DAYS after New Delhi an-
nounced thatIndiaand China had
agreed on “early and complete
disengagement” along the Line of
Actual Control in Ladakh, Beijing
Tuesday said border troops of
both countries “have disengaged
inmostlocalities” following close
communication via military and

diplomatic channels.

There was no official confirma-
tion or response from either the
Indian government or the Indian
Army to the Chinese Foreign
Ministry’s statement ahead of the
fifthround of talks, likely later this
week, between Corps
Commanders of the two armies.

The Chinese reluctance to
step back from Pangong Tso has
stalled the disengagement

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

TRACKING INDIA’'S COVID CURVE
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TESTS: 1,73,34,885 | DOUBLING RATE: 19.81%*

RECOVERED: 9,52,743
DEATHS: 33,425

a‘;.l l'i- . -
KEYSTATES TOTAL SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* | RATE**
mMaharashtra | 3,83,723 7924 | 2.69% | 26.78
m Delhi 1,31,219 613 0.84% | 85.61
mTamil Nadu 2,20,716 6,993 | 331% | 21.73
m Karnataka 1,01,465 5324 | 6.01% | 1197
M AndhraPradesh | 1,02,349 6,051 9.64% 747

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

**Calculated over 7-day growth

2.25

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress

in averting deaths

CASEFATALITY RATIO POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILY OUT
7 DAYS EARLIER: 7 DAYS EARLIER: DETECTED TODAY
243 8.03 47,704
NOW: NOW: RECOVERED TODAY:

8.56

Positives against
number tested
(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Dataas on July 27, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers include
data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

35,176

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak
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Gehlot govt sticks to
demand for July 31
House session, still no
mention of trust vote

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR, JULY 28

THE IMPASSE between the
Ashok Gehlot government and
Governor Kalraj Mishra contin-
ued on Tuesday as the state cab-
inet sentanother recommenda-
tion to Raj Bhavan — the third in
six days — sticking to its demand
for calling an Assembly session
on July 31.

This comes a day after
Mishra sought a revised pro-
posal addressing three points: a
21-day notice for calling a ses-
sion, live broadcast of the pro-
ceedings in case of a trust vote,
and adequate social distancing
measures in the House.

He had, however, said that “if
the government wants to seek a
trust vote, then this can be area-
sonable basis for calling a session
on short notice”. But, he said,
while the Gehlot government’s
comments, as reported in the
media, make it clear thatit wants
atrustvote, it hasn’t mentioned
this in its proposal.

The state government, in its
fresh recommendation, has re-

Higher share in slums exposed to virus

TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA
MUMBAI, JULY 28

A SERO-SURVEY conducted in
Mumbai showed that more than
half the people, or 57 per cent,
tested in slums had been ex-
posed to and developed antibod-
ies against SARS-CoV-2 virus as
compared to only 16 per cent of
those tested in residential soci-
eties. The survey, conducted by

Testing at Shivaji Nagar in
Mumbai. Ganesh Shirsekar

ro survey

the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation in three wards of
Mumbai, was done on 6,936
people - 61 per cent of them
slum-dwellers and the remain-
ing 39 per cent in residential so-
cieties.

The survey also found that
more women than men had de-
veloped antibodies. Among peo-
pleinslums, 59.3 per cent of the
2,297 women tested, and 53.2
per cent of the 1,937 men tested

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Delhi riots murder accused was a 2008
murder convict out on bail: chargesheet

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

LOCAL BUSINESSMAN Naresh
Tyagi, one of the 16 accused in
the murder of 48-year-old social
worker Parvez during the Delhi
riots, was convicted six years ago
for murder and got a life sen-
tence, court records reveal.

OnFebruary 25 thisyear, when
Tyagi, according to the
chargesheet filed by the Delhi
Police, joined a rioting mob in
Bhajanpura, he was onbail granted
by the Allahabad High Court.

Parvez succumbed to a gun-
shot injury in the right chest;
Tyagi has been booked for mur-
der and rioting.

The Delhi Police chargesheet

mentions his earlier conviction
and the bail granted by the
Allahabad High Court. That bail
itself had been a subject of con-
troversy.

That case relates to the killing
of a resident in Baghpat on
December 17, 2008. Court
records said the victim was shot
while he was going to purchase

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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fused to mention whether it is
seeking a trust vote. Sources told
The Indian Express that the gov-
ernment has said that the
agenda of the House is decided
by the Business Advisory
Committee (BAC).

“Regarding how a trust vote
is to be held, whether it is to be
recorded etc. all that is to be de-
cided by the Speaker too,” said a
source.

The Speaker is the ex-officio
chairman of the BAC, which in-
cludes members from the ruling
party and Opposition.

Section 22 under Chapter 6
of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business of Rajasthan
Assembly says: “On days allot-
ted for the transaction of govern-
ment business, such business
shall have precedence and the

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Sushant’s father
files FIR against
actor’s friend for
abetting suicide

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JULY 28

ACTOR SUSHANT Singh Rajput’s
father has filed an FIR in Patna
against actor Rhea Chakraborty
and five others, including three
of her family members, for abet-
ment of suicide,
police said on
Tuesday.

Inspector
General of
Police, Patna
Central, Sanjay
Singh con-
firmed that the
FIR was filed on
Saturday.

“My son was
at the peak of his acting career
till May 2019. During that period,
Rhea and her relatives devel-
oped an acquaintance with my
son, under a deliberate conspir-
acy, so that Rhea could establish
herself in the film industry and

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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SOURAVROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

THEY ARE calling. From West
Bengal, UP, Bihar, Karnataka,
even Kerala, and of course Delhi.
Almost every call carries a tone
of desperation — and this refrain:
“I will handle whatever work
you want me to, please hire me.”

Within two days of the Delhi
government launching a new
job portal —jobs.delhi.gov.in — to
revive the local economy from
its Covid slump, it’s a virtual
stampede for slots, say several
employers.

By Tuesday evening, the por-

tal had logged 1.89 lakh job-
seekers for 1 lakh openings
posted by 4,294 employers
across 32 categories.

The platform connects job-
seekers and employers, who
have to register their contact de-

tails, through phone or
WhatsApp.
And Abhishek Wadhwa, who

wants workers to restart his jeans
manufacturing unitin east Delhi’s
Gandhi Nagar, says “the phone
just does not stop buzzing”.
“Igot calls and enquiries even
from West Bengal. In our sector,
men engaged in stitching are
mostly from UP and Bihar.
During the lockdown, out of
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Among job-seekers, most postings on the portal have been
made under “back office/data entry”. File

about 35 workers, only seven
stayed,” says Wadhwa who put
up anotice for 10-15 openings at
Wadhwa Garments.

“We have 50 openings for
labourers. But ever since we put
up a notice on the portal, we
have been inundated with
calls...from as far as Karnataka
and Kerala. There were 10 calls
from Kerala. The workers we se-
lect will be paid between Rs
12,000 and Rs 18,000 per month
and put up in hutments at the
site,” says Babloo Mishra, who is
handling labour recruitment for
Hari Construction, which is en-
gaged in work on a flyover in
south-west Delhi’s Dwarka.

New Delhi

Officials say that while the
capital’s economy is unlocking,
businesses are struggling to get
back on their feet in the absence
of workers. According to Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, who
launched the portal Monday, the
aim is to bridge the divide be-
tween job-seekers and job-
givers.

Officials also point to a sec-
tor-wise break-up of openings,
which shows that most are for
data entry, construction work,
food joints, drivers and garments
manufacturing -- many of them
sectors dominated by migrant
workers who left Delhi during

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

On Delhi portal, job-seekers call in from Bengal to Kerala

Plugging
@ thegaps

EXPLAINED

THE PORTAL aims to plug
two key gaps in the local
economy on a single plat-
form. It helps traders and
small businesses reopen
by reconnecting them to
the workforce, and gen-
erates employment for
returning migrant work-
ers and local residents
who lost their jobs in the
Covid lockdown.
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VIRBHADRA’S APPLES WORTH CRORES WENT BY SCOOTERS AND OIL TANKER: I-T

If cattle rode scooters to facilitate the fodder scam in Bihar,claims that two-wheelers and an oil tanker were
used to transport tonnes of apples from Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh’s orchards could
give afresh twist to the alleged bribery scandal surrounding his tenure as a Union minister.
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THE ALTERNATE ROUTE
TO SABARIMALA

The journey to
Sabarimala may get
more easier

THE RAFALE DEAL
CONTROVERSY

Nothing wrong with
Rafale procedure,
pricing: Government
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What’s killing India’s

elephants?

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

India has the world’s largest population of
wild Asian elephants. It also has a colossal
human-animal conflict problem.India has
the world’s largest population of wild Asian
elephants. It also has a colossal.
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4G, elections

(political) vacuum s temporary.”
Onthe timing of the Assembly
polls, he said, “The Election
Commission has to take a deci-
sion, whether they will doitas per
earlier delimitation, or they will
workas per the new delimitation.
Thope that by the turn of this year,
some kind of process will start.”
Such statements, the EC said
in its Tuesday's statement, inter-
fered with its mandate. “It would
be proper for authorities other
than the Election Commission to
refrain from making such state-
ments which virtually tanta-
mount to interfering with the
Constitutional mandate of
Election Commission.”
Elaborating on the factors that
go into deciding an election
schedule, the poll panel said, “The
Commission takes into consider-

CLARIFICATIONS
8 CORRECTIONS

28.07.2020, PAGE 14

THE ARTICLE ‘Governor’s role, in
review’ incorrectly said S R
Bommai’s government was dis-
missed in 1988. It should have
been 1989.

The error is regretted.

ation all the relevant factors in-
cluding topography, weather, sen-
sitivities arising out of regional
and local festivities in the area(s)
where the election is to take place.
Forexample, in the current times,
Covid 19 has introduced a new
dynamic, which shall be taken
into consideration.”

“In the instant case, the out-
come of Delimitation is also ger-
mane to the decision. Similarly,
availability of central forces and
railway coaches, etc. for the trans-
portation of CPFs are important
factors. All thisis done after metic-
ulous homework by the senior of-
ficials of the Commission and a
detailed assessment in due con-
sultation with concerned author-
ities. The Commission itself
schedules a visit to the concerned
State wherever required,” the
Commission further said.

The Commission had simi-
larly objected in 2016 when the
then Tamil Nadu Governor K
Rosaiah had asked the poll panel
to hold the postponed elections
in Aravakurichi and Thanjavur. It
said the Governor “should have
avoided writing to the
Commission”.

Centre to SC

a statement that 4G internet
should be restored. Even Ram
Madhav, who was the chief inter-
locutor, says internet can be re-

stored. [ am only requesting
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta to
lookinto this.”

“We will have to verify this,”
Attorney General K K Venugopal
said.

Mehtais appearing for the J&K
administration in the matter.

The bench, also comprising
JusticesRSubhash Reddyand BR
Gavai, was hearing a plea seeking
contempt proceedings against the
government. The NGO has
claimed that the government did
not comply with the court's May
11 direction to constitute a special
committee, to “immediately de-
termine the necessity of the con-
tinuation” of limiting mobile in-
ternet speed in the region.

Rejecting the NGO'’s claims,
the Centre said in an affidavit last
week that the special committee
has met twice - on May 15 and
June 10 - and decided againstany
further relaxation in restrictions
oninternet services.

Mehta on Tuesday sought
more time to file a reply to the
NGO's rejoinder to the govern-
ment’s affidavit. The court
granted the request.

Thebench first fixed the hear-
ing for August 5,but changeditto
August 7 on the request of Mehta,
who said August 5 would mark
one year of the withdrawal of spe-
cial status to J&K.

Murmu'’s stand was a depar-

ture from the position of the gov-
ernment.

On May 11, the J&K adminis-
tration had sought the dismissal
of the NGO's plea by pointing out
that high-speed internet would
enable the spread of fake news/
rumours, and could be used by
terror outfits.

The Centre, in its affidavit last
week, also said that “based on a
considered and wide-ranging as-
sessment”, the special committee
had decided that “no further re-
laxation of the restrictions on in-
ternet services... could be carried
outat present”.

Military talks
processanditis likely to be the fo-
cus of talks between the Corps
Commanders.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Wang
Wenbin said: “As border troops
have disengaged in most locali-
ties, the situation on the ground
is deescalating and the tempera-
ture is coming down. Currently
the two sides are actively prepar-
ing for the fifth round of com-
mander-level talks toresolve out-
standingissueson the ground. We
hope the Indian side will work to-
wards the same goal with China.”

Last Friday, after a virtual
meeting of the Working
Mechanism for Consultation &
Coordination on India-China
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Border Affairs, New Delhi said
both sides agreed on “early and
complete disengagement”.

Gehlot govt

Secretary shall arrange that busi-
ness in such order as may be de-
termined by the House on the rec-
ommendation of the Business
Advisory Committee.”

Section 28(1) says: “A list of
business for the day shall be pre-
pared by the Secretary,and a copy
thereof shall be made available for
the use of every member.”

Citing the Covid pandemic,
Mishra had said that a session
cannot be called “without any
special urgency”. “From what [
know, there is no seating plan to
accommodate all the 200 MLAs
while maintaining social distanc-
ing,” he had said.

“This, again, is the prerogative
of the Speaker. He has the juris-
diction within the premises of the
House. Even the governmentand
the Chief Minister have no in-
volvement init,” sources said.

“The Constitution has laid
down the rights of the President,
Prime Minister, Governor and
others. The Governor is bound to
accept the recommendation of
the Council of Ministers. He
should specify the date (onwhich
he wants to call an Assembly ses-
sion), we are ready for all dates,”
said State Transport Minister
Pratap Singh Khachariyawas.

“The Governor is asking why
we want to prove majority if we
already have majority - he does-
n't have the right to ask this. On
four occasions, the same
Governor called an Assembly ses-
sion on short notice,”
Khachariyawas said, adding that
ifMishrareturns the file, it will be
sent back to him again.

“The Sachin Pilot camp and
BJP need more time and, by ask-
ing the government to give a 21-
day notice, the Governoris ensur-
ingthe same,” alleged a Congress
leader.

DU professor
undercover Maoist leader makes
mention of a “Comrade H.B” in
connection with the “solidarity
movement in support of
Comrade Sai (G N Saibaba)”. The
police said they suspected that
H.B was Hany Babu.

Saibaba is a Delhi University
professor convicted for alleged
Maoist links, and Babu has been
associated with a committee for
his 'Defence and Release'.

This is the third arrest since
the NIA took over the Elgar
Parishad case earlier this year, af-
teractivists Anand Teltumbde and
Gautam Navlakha. Babu had been
vocal against their arrests.

Rowena said when Babu re-
ceived the summons around two
weeks ago, he had told the NIA he
couldn't comply due to the pan-
demic. "They said he would get a
week's extension but he would
have to come. On Friday he went
to Mumbai with just one extra
pair of clothes and his mobile
charger, because everyone said he
would just be questioned asa wit-
ness since he was in the
Committee for the Defence and
Release of G N Saibaba," she said.

Rowena said Babu told her
they questioned him about the
committee and a folder on hislap-
top with "highly incriminating
material". "They said itwas a'My
Documents' folder with only one
subfolder, which had letters writ-
ten by other people mentioning
him, and one written by him to
someone else. But his (Babu's)
"My Documents' folder does not
look like that. It had subfolders
called 'Life’, 'Love', Linguistics'etc,”
said Rowena.

"He asked them why he
would keep afolder with suchin-
criminating material on his lap-
top after so many others were ar-
rested. They then asked him if
Rona's(Wilson)assistant had put
itin his laptop, or any of his stu-
dents. They said if he can explain
how it was on his laptop, they
would let him go. But he just said
it was not his folder," she added.

Earlier this month, the NIA
wasgranted 90 moredaystofilea
chargesheet against Teltumbde
and Navlakha in the Elgar
Parishad case, with a special court
acceptingits plea thatit had failed
to make any "substantive
progress in the investigation" on
account of the lockdown.

The NIA is probing the charge
that "provocative speeches" made
at an Elgar Parishad event on
December 31,2017, had led tothe
caste violence in Bhima Koregaon
in Pune the next day, which had
later spread to other parts of
Maharashtra. The NIA claims that
members of the Elgar Parishad
were in touch with senior Maoist
leaders.

WITHINPUTSFROM
CHANDANHAYAGUNDE, PUNE

Delhi riots

medicines.In2014, three persons,
Hari Om, Praveen and Naresh
Tyagi were held guilty of murder.

All three filed a criminal ap-
peal against the conviction. On
April 4,2015, Tyagi and Praveen
were granted bail by the
Allahabad High Court. But Hari
Om’s bail was rejected on July 21,
2015.

Courtrecords accessed by The
Indian Express show that in 2015,
the complainant in the Baghpat
murder case told the High Court
that the police had been “favour-
ing” the accused, gave “all-out
helptotheaccused to escape con-
viction,” and the other accused
(Praveen and Tyagi) got bail be-
cause they were not named in the
chargesheet.

This submission was placed
on record by the High Court
which rejected the bail plea filed
by Hari Om on July 21,2015.

Significantly, in the Parvez
murder case, as reported by The
Indian Express, an office-bearer of
the VHP, among those questioned
by police, has lodged a complaint
that “false cases” are being foisted
on “innocent Hindus”.

On April 9 this year, Devesh
Mishra, VHP vice-president of
Yamuna Vihar Vibhaag, was
among 22 people summoned by
the Crime Branch of Delhi Police
in connection with the probe into
the murder of Parvez.

The same night, six of them,
including Mishra, were allowed
to leave. Mishra claims he was
called for questioning on the basis
of a“false complaint” filed by the
victim'’s son Sahil Parvez, stating
that Mishra was leading the mob.

Inhisletter, he also makes spe-
cific mention of accused Naresh:
“Naresh Tyagi and his elder
brother Virender Tyagi, along
with their entire family, at 7:00
am, on February 22, left to
Baghpat fora family functionand
returned at 11:00 pm.”

According to the Delhi Police
chargesheet, however, Tyagi was
identified as a member of a riot-
ingmobin the area.

Iltija Mufti

is that it's not going to be my
mother, it's going to be them be-
cause she's going to stick to her
guns,” said the 32-year-old, who
lives with the leader of the PDP,
who has been charged under the
Public Safety Act, at their govern-
ment home in Srinagar, now des-
ignated as a sub-jail.

The BJP was determined to
"politically incapacitate every-
one", allowingonly those whoen-
dorsed its actions to function in
Kashmir, Mufti said.

Mufti, who has been vocal
over the lastyearon social media,
said that her mother's view from
the time the constitutional
changes were being anticipated,
was that the BJP's planwas "to dis-
empower us, to push the
Hindutva agenda in the only
Muslim majority state.”

People in Kashmir still had
high expectations of her mother
to fight on their behalf, said
Mufti. "They might resent her, but
they have a lot of love for her.
Naraazgi bhi usisey hoti hai jis sey
(You are angry only with those
people fromwhom)you have ex-

New Delhi

pectations... That's the mood
among people, that now she's the
last person, the reason why she's
still not been released is because
she's the one who is going to
speak for us," Mufti said.

She was certain that when-
ever the former Chief Minister
was released, she would work
with all the other signatories of
the August 4 "Gupkar declara-
tion", leaders of all political par-
ties in J&K, "to remain united to
protect and defend the identity,
autonomy and special status of
the JK state againstall attacks and
onslaughts whatsoever.”

Mufti said though she was not
under detention, she had been
denied permission to visit her
grandfather's grave in Anantnag,
and had to take permission from
the security guards posted at their
home any time she wanted to
step out of the gates.

Sushant’s father

withaneye on Sushant's wealth...
Hewas later made torenta house
thatwas haunted,and thathad an
impact on my son,” Rajput's fa-
ther, KKSingh, has said inthe FIR.

Singh, aretired engineer, lives
in Rajiv Nagar, Patna. Rajput was
found hanging in his apartment
in Mumbai on June 14.

The FIR has been filed under
IPC Sections 306 (abetment of sui-
cide), 341 (wrongful restraint),
342 (wrongful confinement), 380
(theft in dwelling house), 406
(criminal breach of trust)and 420
(cheating).

A police officer said Rajput's
family has also alleged that
Chakraborty used his credit cards
during a Europe tour.

Besides Chakraborty, the oth-
ers named in the FIR are three of
her relatives, Indrajit Chakraborty;,
Sandhya Chakraborty and
Shobhik Chakraborty, and two
others — Samuel Miranda and
Shruti Modi.

A four-member team of the
Patna Police has left for Mumbai.
“We have spoken to Mumbai
Police to seek their cooperation,”
said a police officer.

The Mumbai Police is probing
the alleged suicide case and has
questioned several people. In her
statement to the Mumbai Police,
Chakraborty had claimed that
Rajput was upset over the nature
of his contract withaleading film
production house.

On July 23, she had sought a
CBI probe into his death. Tagging
Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
she had tweeted: “I'm Sushant
Singh Rajput’s girlfriend Rhea
Chakraborty, it is now over a
monthsince his sudden demise.|
have complete faith in the govern-
ment. However, in the interest of
justice, I request you with folded
handstoinitiate a CBlenquiry into
this matter.”

Earlier this month, she had
also lodged a complaint with the
police against two Instagram ac-
count holders who allegedly
threatened to rape and kill her.

—WITHENS, MUMBAI

Sero survey

had antibodies against Covid. In
non-slum areas, 16.8 per cent of
women tested and 14.9 per cent
of men tested had developed an-
tibodies.

However, until now, RT-PCR
tests in Mumbai had showed
more men (55 per cent) getting
infected than women (45 per
cent).

Overall, the survey found that
40.5 per cent had been exposed
to coronavirus in Mumbai’s
Matunga, Chembur and Dahisar
areas, where the sero survey was
conducted in the first fortnight of
July. At 57.8 per cent, Matunga,
whichis close to Dharavi, had the
highest exposure rate.

Officials who conducted the
survey said shared facilities such
astoilets, high population density
and lack of physical distancing
may beamongreasons why those
living in slums were 3.5 times
more exposed to the virus than
people in housing societies.

The high exposure in slums

indicates that fatality rate in
Mumbai may be "as low as 0.05-
0.10 per cent", instead of existing
5.5 per cent, the survey observes.

Despite the high exposure in
slums, the survey found that fa-
talities had not been high. "This
could be due to multiple factors...
this could also be due toa possibly
higher percentage of younger
populationinslums,” said DrUIlas
S Kolthur from the Tata Institute
of Fundamental Research (TIFR),
which conducted the survey
along with BMC and NITI Aayog.

None of the nearly 7,000 peo-
ple tested had taken an RT-PCR
test for Covid-19, which either
means they were asymptomati-
cally infected, or they may not
have had serious enough symp-
toms to suspect an infection.

“This is a surprise, more peo-
ple remain asymptomatic than
we expected,” said Suresh Kakani,
Additional Municipal
Commissioner.

Onwhether the high presence
of antibodies is indicative of herd
immunity, Maharashtra state epi-
demiologist Dr Pradeep Awate,
said, “Development of only IgG
antibodies is not immunity, a
body needs to develop cellular
immunity. But yes, slums will at-
tain herd immunity faster than
the general population.”

Awate said if this data is ex-
trapolated to the larger popula-
tion, 50-701lakh may have already
been exposed. “But we should get
appropriate geographical repre-
sentation of all 24 wards of
Mumbai to reconfirm.”

On women developing more
antibodies than men, clinical sci-
entist Dr Gagandeep Kang said,
“We need to repeat the survey
overtime and inother areas to see
if the trend continues... While in-
fection occurs similarly in men
and women, oestrogen inwomen
protects them from disease.”

TIFR and BMC officials
claimed the sample for the sero
survey — which included slum-
dwellers and others, men and
women, young and old - was
broadly representative of the pop-
ulation, unlike antibody tests
done by private labs, covering
who could afford to get tested.

BMC officials said that a sec-
ond round of sero survey will be
conducted a month later.

Job-seekers

the lockdown.

Records show that most of the
vacancies so far are in the cate-
gories of “sales/marketing”
(53,656), “beautician/spa/well-
ness” (6,219),
“housekeeping/peon” (6,070),
“customer support/tele caller”
(6,060)and “accountant”(4,944).

Among job-seekers, most
postings have been made under
“back office/data entry” (70,166).
There are also 30,814 registrations
by applicants who want to teach,
either in schools or as home tu-
tors, and 28,816 registrations un-
der “sales/marketing”.

“Not every working class indi-
vidual will have access to the
Internet. But most people have
smartphones and since the por-
talis bilingual with a simple inter-
face, we are expecting them to
signup,” says a senior official.

"Thave received over 500 calls
and texts so far for five openings
withasalary of about Rs 9,000 for
each,” says Pradip Kumar, who
runs Pizza Kart, an outlet in west
Delhi's Raghubir Nagar,a densely
populated working class neigh-
bourhood.

Says Wadhwa, the jeans unit
owner: “Barring 10to 15 per cent,
most are those who say they will
do whatever job they get.”

Aman Shergill, whois looking
to hire for his transport business
insouth-east Delhi's Govindpuri,
says many “don't even check the
jobdescription”.

Tapan Kumar, who posted
two openings for his “Chinese
food” outletin Ghaziabad, says he
is happy with the response but
has a question: “Will the govern-
mentcome aftermeiflam forced
to sack these worlkers later?”
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‘THERE ARE ALLEGATIONS THAT PROBE IS BIASED’

Cabinet rejects Delhi Police panel of six
lawyers to ar

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

IN A cabinet meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal,
the Delhi government Tuesday
rejected the panel of lawyers that
the Delhi Police had chosen to ar-
gue the Northeast Delhi riots
cases in the High Court and
Supreme Court, saying it would
imperil a free and fair trial.
“There have been allegations
that the investigations of Delhi
Police in these cases are biased
and not impartial. The judiciary
has also made adverse remarks
against Delhi Police investiga-
tions on several occasions.
Therefore, in order to ensure that

— BRIEFLY —

HC seeks govt
stand on Covid
fines by police

New Delhi: The Delhi High
CourtonTuesday soughtto
know the Delhi govern-
ment’sstandonapleachal-
lenging a provision which
empowers police officersof
sub-inspectorrankorabove
to impose fines on anyone
who is found violating
Covid-19 regulations. The
pleabyalawyer contended
that imposing a fine
amounts to handing down
a punishment, which can
onlybe awarded by ajudge
nota police officer.

DU examiner
robbed of

cash, jewellery

New Delhi: A 40-year-old
Delhi University assistant
examiner, Sunil Sharma,
was allegedly robbed at
gunpoint of cash and jew-
ellery worth lakhs at his
home in Northeast Delhi
by two unidentified armed
men.DCP (Northeast) Ved
Prakash Surya said CCTV
footage from around the
area is being scanned and
the matter is being inves-
tigated.

60-year-old
found dead

New Delhi: A 60-year-old
woman was found dead
on Tuesday in the bath-
room of her house in
Noida Sector 15, police
said. “She had three chil-
dren, who are working
abroad. After she did not
respond to phone calls, her
son called his friend, who
then called the police,” said
Sankalp Sharma, DCP
Noida. Police said the case
is being treated as a mur-
der as the circumstances
were mysterious.

Head constable

kills himself

New Delhi: A 34-year-old
Delhi Police head consta-
ble, Sanjay, allegedly shot
himself dead with his serv-
ice pistol in South Delhi’s
Lado SaraiareaonTuesday.
Police said the deceased
was posted at Saket police
station. No suicide note
was recovered, police said.
"He  hailed from
Rajasthan’s Alwar district.
Preliminary enquiry re-
vealed he was in depres-
siondueto theillness of his
brother," said DCP (South)
Atul Kumar Thakur.

17-year-old
‘killed’ by friend

New Delhi: A 17-year-old
boy was killed allegedly
by his friend, in a shanty
at Northwest Delhi’s
Jahangirpuri. Police said
the incident took place af-
ter an argument broke
out between them over
paying for a party. ENS

all facts are presented before the
Hon'ble judges, it is extremely
critical that the government ad-
vocates are independent of the
Police,” the Cabinet observed.

The Delhi Police had sent a
proposal to the Delhi government
to appoint six senior lawyers, in-
cluding Solicitor General of India
Tushar Mehta and Additional
Solicitor General Aman Lekhi as
Special Public Prosecutors in the
HC and SC in 85 cases related to
riots and anti-CAA protests.

The Cabinet decision, mean-
while, sets the stage for Lt
Governor Anil Baijal to invoke
Article 239AA(4),a constitutional
provision that authorises him to
refer any matter over which
there are “differences of opinion”

Following the riots at Shiv
Vihar. Archive

with the elected government to
the President of India. The L-G
had earlier suggested to the gov-
ernment to approve the panel
chosen by the police.
Inastatement, the Delhi gov-

ernment also targeted the L-G
for his “repeated interferences”
in the matter. The L-G had previ-
ously invoked Article 239AA(4)
after a similar dispute arose over
the appointment of public pros-
ecutors to argue the riots cases
in the lower courts.

“Under the Constitution, the
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi has
special powers to intervene and
overturn any decision of the
elected government of Delhi. But
the Supreme Court has said that
the Lieutenant Governor canexer-
cise this right only in the rarest of
rare cases. Otherwise, it is against
the spirit of democracy.
Appointment of a panel of lawyers
does not fallinto any rare category
and it is a normal procedure. For

thisreason, the Delhi government
is fully empowered to appoint
lawyers,” the statement said.

The Cabinet directed the
Delhi Home Department to form
a panel of “best possible
lawyers” in the country torepre-
sent these casesin the HCand SC.
The L-G has already rejected the
government’s proposal that a
team under its standing counsel
(criminal) Rahul Mehra be en-
gaged to argue the cases.

The government statement
also said that the Cabinet took
note of questions raised by sev-
eral courts against “bias” in Delhi
Police’s action onriot cases. It ob-
served that investigation and
prosecution should be inde-
pendent of each other, describ-

gue riot cases in courts

ingitasa"fundamental principle
of the criminal justice system in
India and around the world”.

“During the meeting, the
Cabinet noted that Justice Suresh
Kumar of the Delhi HC had earlier
observed that the Delhi Police is
taking the entire judicial system
on aride in the Delhi riot cases.
The Cabinet has also noted that
various session courts and media
have questioned the role of the
Delhi Police during the riot and its
investigation. The Delhi Cabinet
has observed that in such a situa-
tion, the panel of lawyers of the
Delhi Police would not be able to
ensure justice in these cases,” the
government statement said.

The L-GHousedid notreactto
the development.

SWEET DREAMS

Ice cream vendors inch back to business at Rajpath near India Gate, though with a lull in customer footfall, Tuesday. Tashi Tobgyal

City’s smog tower
project delayed as
IIT-B backs out

SHIVAM PATEL
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

THE TIMELINE for setting up two
smog towers in Delhi will have to
be revised as [IT-Bombay, which
was heading the pilot project, has
“backed out”, The Indian Express
haslearnt. Sources at the institute
and senior Delhi government of-
ficials confirmed to The Indian
Express that the project, aimed at
combating air pollution in the
capital, “did not take off”.

Sources at the Environment
Ministry, meanwhile, said IIT-
Bombay has not completely
backed out but sought a “re-
duced role” from what had been
originally planned.

Asenior Delhi government of-
ficial said, “IIT-Bombay is rethink-
ingitsrole... Thereis only one such
tower in the world — in Xi’an,
China, which the University of
Minnesota helped design. But the
effectiveness of the tower's tech-
nology is unproven as data is un-
available. IIT-B had submitted a
proposal for the project and had
been leading it.”

The official also said, “... The
project will study the impact
such towers would have on air
quality. However, the timeline
for its completion will be af-
fected now, in addition to the de-
lay already caused by Covid.”

The project, which has a
budget of over Rs 36 crore, is
funded by the Centre and Delhi
government. It was initiated last
November following a Supreme
Courtdirective onthe need toin-
stall such towers in the city.

Under the project —a collab-
oration between [ITs Bombay
and Delhi, and University of
Minnesota — two towers were to
be come up at Anand Vihar and
Connaught Place by April 2020,
as per a deadline set by the SC.
The Anand Vihar tower was tobe
installed by the Centre, the CP
one by Delhi government.

Last week, a Supreme Court
bench headed by Justice Arun
Mishra expressed “shock” thatau-
thorities had still not complied
withiits January 13 order.

HOW SMOG
TOWERS WORK

Projectlooks to tackle
Delhi’s air pollution

Smog towers are structures
designed to work as large-
scale air purifiers. They are
usually fitted with multiple
layers of air filters, which
clean the air of pollutants as
it passes through them. In
the capital, two towers, 20
metres high, were planned
tobe set up. Each tower was
expected to reduce 50% of
the particulate matter load
inanareaof 1 kmin the di-
rection of the wind, as well
as 200 metres each along its
sides and against the direc-
tion of the wind.

The bench said: “It was di-
rected that smog towers be in-
stalled in 3 months... unfortu-
nately, neither the agreement has
been entered into nor requisite
drawings obtained... there is ab-
solutely no respect shown to the
order passed by this court.”

It added, “We direct MoEF
(Ministry of Environment) and
government of Delhi to collect the
drawings, in case the drawings
have not been collected so far,and
enter into an agreement posi-
tively within 7 days and place
compliance before this court on
the next date of hearing, July 29.”

Prashant Gargava, member
secretary of the Central Pollution
Control Board, which had been
engaging with [IT-Bombay on
the agreement for the project,
did not deny or confirm mes-
sages from The Indian Express on
the withdrawal of [IT-Bombay
and reasons behind it.

Covid patient says molested Gambhir drops by to assess Ghazipur landfill
by doctor at Noida hospital

SOMYALAKHANI
NOIDA, JULY 28

AN FIR has been registered
against a 35-year-old doctor of
Noida’s Jaypee Hospital for al-
legedly molesting a 20-year-old
patient who was admitted there
for Covid-19 treatment.

The doctor, a critical care
specialist, was also admitted to
the hospital in Sector 128 for
Covid-19 and had been given
the same room as the woman
on a sharing basis.

“We received acomplainton
Monday and have registered a
case under IPC section 354 (as-
sault or criminal force to woman
with intent to outrage her mod-
esty). We are investigating neg-
ligence by the hospital for put-
ting a man and a woman in the
same room,” SHO Expressway
Noida said.

Police said the man is under
home quarantine at the mo-
ment. “As soon as his test comes
negative and all post-Covid pro-
tocols are done, we will arrest
him,” said the SHO.

A spokesperson of Jaypee
Hospital told The Indian Express

The doctor, a critical
care specialist, was also
admitted to the hospital
for Covid-19. Police said
hewill be arrested as
soon as he recovers
from the virus

that the doctor has been a visit-
ing consultant for around seven
months: “Police are looking into
the matter. The hospital has ter-
minated his services.”

The spokesperson said that
“in private hospitals, there is no
concept of different wards for
men and women”.

Hospital authorities said both
the woman and the doctor are
still positive but don’t require
further hospitalisation.

The woman'’s sister said the
incident took place on Monday
when the 20-year-old was being
discharged: “For a few days, my
sister was alone in the room, and
then the other patient, who in-
troduced himself as a doctor,
was put in the same room. On
Monday, both were being dis-

charged when he started telling
her about ‘post-Covid’ symp-
toms such as blood clotting.”

She said that the accused al-
legedly “offered to check her sis-
ter for clots and asked her to lie
down”. “He then touched her in-
appropriately... My sister imme-
diately called me up to tell me
what had happened... she was
shaken.Icalled ourrelative, whois
adoctoron Covid duty inMumbai,
who said there are no such symp-
toms. He had no business touch-
ing her like this,” she said.

The doctor on duty was in-
formed and a complaint was writ-
tento the police. Later, the woman
alleged, the doctor sent her pho-
tos of his minor daughter on
WhatsApp, with a message that
he would commit suicide. He also
allegedly sent hera photo ofaceil-
ing fan with a similar message.

The woman’s brother said
that as soon as they found out
that a man was sharing the
room with his sister, there was
apprehension. “Even at govern-
ment hospitals, the wards for
men and women are different.
This format only makes sense if
patients have attendants with
them” he said.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

VISITING THE Ghazipur landfill
site Tuesday, East Delhi MP
Gautam Gambhir said its height
has beenreduced by 40 feet,and
in the days ahead, four new
trommel machines will be en-
gaged to reduce it further.

“There are eight trommel
machines working there. Four
more machines will arrive in
August, after which the process
of processing the waste will be
even faster,” he said.

Gautam Gambhir at the
landfill site, Tuesday. Express

Over 140 lakh tonnes of
waste collected since 1984 lies in
the landfill, causing hazardous
living conditions for those
nearby.

Gambhir said that more than
2,500 metric tonnes of waste
would be processed when the
machines are brought and en-
gaged to service.

“However, to fix this problem
permanently, the focus will be
on waste segregation, for which
a fresh push would be given by
the East civicbody soon,” he said.

AAP MLA Kuldeep Kumar
said that while the corporation

has claimed to reduce the height,
in reality the garbage has been
thrown on the other side.
“Around 2,600 tonnes of waste
comes every day and only 600
tonnes is being removed. Then
how has the height decreased?”
he said.

A senior official of the East
corporation said the civic body
is now in the first stage of clear-
ing the landfill site and the
height has to be reduced be-
cause it is dangerous and can
lead to cave-in or collapse of
some portion, which has caused
accidents in the past.
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Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India
= Nehru Bhawan, 5 Institutional Area, Phase-Il
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Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-110 070

TENDER NOTICE

National Book Trust, India, an autonomous organization under Department of Higher
Education, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Govt. of India invites sealed
Tenders from reputed contractors/service providers in the prescribed Tender form for
providing following services for its Hagtrs, ROs and BPCs in the following Categories:

1. Manpower Services 2. Facility Management Services

Tender Form can be obtained from the Deputy Director (Admn.), National Book Trust,
India, 5, Institutional Area, Phase-ll, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-110070 on any working day
till 4.00 p.m. or can be downloaded from NBT Website: www.nbtindia.gov.in. and e-

procurement portal : www.eprocurement.gov.in.

made separately.

any reason whatsoever.

For further amendment, kindly visit our website regularly as no communication will be

Director, NBT reserves the right to accept/reject any or all Bids without assigning

Phone:
011-26707873/868/831
Email; office.nbt@nic.in
Website:
www.nbtindia.gov.in

Advt. No. 2/NBT/Admn./2020
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IHCL
ORIENTAL HOTELS LIMITED

CIN : L55101TN1970PLC005897

Regd. Office : ‘Taj Coromandel’ No.37, Mahatma Gandhi Road, Chennai 600034.
Phone No. : 044 - 66172828. Fax No. : 044 - 28278138. Website : www.orientalhotels.co.in

UNAUDITED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR

THE QUARTER ENDED JUNE 30, 2020

(% in lakhs)
Standalone Consolidated
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter
Particulars ended ended ended |Yearended| ended ended ended | Year ended
30.06.2020 | 31.03.2020 | 30.06.2019 | 31.03.2020 | 30.06.2020 | 31.03.2020 | 30.06.2019 | 31.03.2020
(Unaudited)| (Audited) |(Unaudited)| (Audited) |(Unaudited)| (Audited) |(Unaudited)| (Audited)
Total Income from operations 755 7220 6844 30134 755 7232 6889 29883
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax (before (3298) (72) (697) (281) (3300) (69) (665) (562)
Exceptional items)
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax (after (3298) (72) (775) (359) (3300) (69) (743) (640)
Exceptional items)
@ Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax (after (2340) (18) (573) (379) (3129) 115 (755) (826)
Exceptional items)
Total Comprehensive Income for the period (Comprising
profit/(loss) for the period (after tax) and Other
Comprehensive Income (after tax)) (2233) (599) (625) (1101) (2636) 1058 (738) 966
Paid-up Equity Share Capital (Face value per share - 1786 1786 1786 1786 1786 1786 1786 1786
%1 each)
Reserves (excluding Revaluation Reserve) 29638 51292
Earnings Per Share (in %) (Face value of 31 each) :
Basic & Diluted (* not annualised) *(1.31) *(0.01) *(0.32) (0.21) *(1.75) *0.06 *(0.42) (0.46)

controlled entity.
Note:

www.orientalhotels.co.in.

Place : Chennai
Date : July 28, 2020

@ In case of Consolidated Net Profit/(Loss) for the period after tax (after Exceptional items) and share of profit / (loss) of associates and jointly

1. The results were reviewed by the Audit Committee of the Board and subsequently approved by the Board of Directors at its meetings held on
July 28,2020. The results have been reviewed by the Statutory Auditor of the Company.
2. These financial results have been prepared in accordance with the recognition and measurement principles of Indian Accounting Standards
(“Ind AS”) prescribed under Section 133 of the Companies Act, 2013 read with the relevant rules issued thereunder and the other accounting
principles generally accepted in India. Financial results for all the periods presented have been prepared in accordance with the recognition and
measurement principles of IndAS.
3. The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarter ended June, 30 2020 Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation
33 of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Quarterly/Twelve Months Financial Results
are available on the websites of Stock Exchanges at www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com and also on the Company's website at

For ORIENTAL HOTELS LIMITED

Pramod Ranjan
Managing Director
(DIN : 00887569)

New Delhi



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, WEDNESDAY, JULY 29,2020

THECIT

MANY SAW FEW PATIENTS, NO ADMISSIONS

Delhi govt set to delink
hotels from hospitals

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

HOTELS THAT had been at-
tached to hospitals to increase
bed capacity for Covid patients
might be delinked, after they
saw only a handful of patients for
close to a month now. Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal will
hold a meeting with senior offi-
cials todiscuss the possibility on
Wednesday.

Inthe first week of this month,
the Southwest district adminis-
tration had passed orders to
delink three hotels from hospitals
after they got only three-four pa-
tients. The hotels had set aside
around 600 beds for patients. The
order was later revoked and sim-
ilar requests made by other ho-
tels and district administrations
were rejected. Sources said now
that the situation in Delhi seems
to be under control, the hotels
could be delinked.

On Tuesday, the city
recorded 1,056 fresh cases, tak-
ing the tally to 1,32,275. The
death toll climbed to 3,881 with
28 more fatalities reported in
the last 24 hours.

Delhi, officials said, was also
looking to restart economic ac-
tivity in all sectors based on
broad guidelines from the
Centre. At present, hotels are
not allowed to open, except se-
lect ones accommodating peo-
ple travelling from other coun-
tries and assigned mandatory
quarantine.

After panic spread through
the city during the first two-
three weeks in June and some
people died after being denied
treatment at hospitals, hotels
were linked to hospitals while

00 inmates
positive
across 3 jails

New Delhi: At least 60 inmates
across Tihar, Rohini and Mandoli
jails have tested positive for
Covid-19 since May 12. “Of this,
55 have recovered and two died.
An inmate was released and is
under home quarantine, and
there are two active cases,” said
Delhi Prisons DG Sandeep Goel.

He said that 161 staffers
across the three prisons too have
tested positive since mid-May, of
which 122 have already recov-
ered. ENS

CORONAVIRUS IN THE CAPITAL
TOTAL CASES Total Vacant
,-I 32 275 HOSPITALBEDS | 16,038 | 12,996
. " VENTILATORS | 1,206 | 799
Dailycases Recoveries Deaths  Tests
July 27 613 1,497 26 11,506
July 28 1,056 1,135 28 18,544
Total 10,887* 1,17,507 3,881 | 9,76,327
*Total active cases

small clinics and nursing homes
were ordered to admit Covid pa-
tients. Around 40 hotels were
linked to hospitals. At present, al-
most none have any admissions.

Over the past month, admis-
sions at hospitals have been dip-
ping —of the 16,038 beds, 12,996
are unoccupied.

The number of deaths has
also dipped. Where approxi-
mately 73 people died per day in
the second week of June, this
number dipped to 28 in the
week that ended on July 26.

Several government hospi-
tals have also been witnessing
days with no death being re-
ported — many of them for the
first time in at least two months.

Delhi government’s biggest

Covid testing in progress ata
construction site in Central
Delhi. Prem Nath Pandey

Covid hospital, Lok Nayak, did
not report a single death for 24
hours till Tuesday evening.

Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality
hospital did not report a single
death on four consecutive days,
between July 24 and July 27.
Similarly, the Centre-run RML
hospital did not report any
deaths on July 27.

“Over the last three-four
months, this is the first time that
notasingle Covid death hasbeen
reported from the hospital. Thisis
a clear indication that the curve
has begun to flatten in Delhi.
Even on Monday, we had 45 ad-
missions as compared to days
when hundreds were getting ad-
mitted,” Dr Suresh Kumar, med-
ical director of Lok Nayak hospi-
tal, told The Indian Express.

“The fatality rate has gone
down significantly in Delhi; two-
three deaths on an average are
being reported now. Bed occu-
pancy rate has also come down
to almost 50%,” said Dr DK
Sharma, the AIIMS medical su-
perintendent.

BJP MLA sparks row with
comments on Eid sacrifice

Lucknow: The BJP MLA from Loni
in Ghaziabad has sparked a con-
troversy, saying his supporters
would not allow the sacrifice of
animals in his constituency dur-
ing Bakrid, and added that if
someone has to make a sacrifice,
they should instead sacrifice their
children.

Nand Kishor Gurjar claimed
animal sacrifice was being
stopped to “check the spread of
coronavirus in the area”.

“We will ensure that there is
no spread of coronavirus in Loni,
and if animal sacrifice is per-

formed then those people will be
responsible and we will not allow
that to happen,” he said.

“In sanatan dharma, there
was a provision earlier of bali, but
it has been replaced by breaking
of a coconut. It is my request to
those following Islam not to sac-
rifice animals... Agar jyada koi ke-
hta hai ki kurbani deni hai toh apne
bache ki de (If someone says, they
have to make a sacrifice, then they
can sacrifice their child,” he said.

His comments were con-
demned by his own party as well
as by the Samajwadi Party. ENS

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, SEPPA DIVISION,

PWD, ARUNACHAL PRADESH, SEPPA
No.: SEPD/Agmt/2020-21/ 562-67

Notice Inviting Tender

The Executive Engineer, Seppa Division, PWD, Arunachal Pradesh Seppa on behalf of the Governor of
Arunachal Pradesh invites Sealed Item Rate Tender in Single Bid System from all registered contractors in
Class-l and contractors eligible for National & International competitive bidding, eligible as per Arunachal
Pradesh District based entrepreneurs and professionals incentives (Development & promotional) Act 2015
published vide Notification No. SPWD/W-66/2012 dated 13th August 2015 and amendment of Arunachal
Pradesh enlistment of contractors in Works Department Rules 2008 vide Notification No. SPWD/W-336/
Contract/ 2006-07/1079 dated 01.10.2018 for following work(s).

Dated - 28/07/2020.

SI. NIT No. Name of work& Estimated Earnest Money | Cost of Time of
No. Location cost put to Tender | completion
tender paper
1. |SD/NLCPR/ |[Construction of Road Rs. Rs.9,80,316/- For Rs. 24
2020-21/01 from Lumdung NH-229| 9,80,31,602/- APST and 10,000/ |(Twenty Four)
to connect 9.00 Km point Rs.19,60,632/- for Months
of PMGSY road Nere Non-APST
(4.50 Km). Contractors.

-

\V)

w

. Tender documents can be purchased from the office of the Executive Engineer, Seppa Division, PWD, AP,
Seppa, East Kameng Dist., A.P. on all working days by submitting application along with requisite
experience certificate and on payment of Cost of Tender Paper in cash (non-refundable) up to 4.00 PM on
8/8/2020 Receipt of application for issue of forms shall be up to 4.00 PM on 7/8/2020

. Tender paper shall be received up to 11.30 AM on 10/8/2020 at the office of the Executive Engineer, Seppa
Division, PWD, AP, Seppa, East Kameng Dist., A.P. and shall be opened on the same day at 3.00 PM in
presence of intending contractors or their authorized representatives.

. The Earnest Money of the amount specified above in the form of Fixed Deposit Receipt/Term Deposit
Receipt/Demand Draft in favor of the Executive Engineer, Seppa Division, PWD, AP, Seppa should be
enclosed with the tender document in separate sealed envelope.

4. The Earnest Money (EM) from APST contractors shall be accepted as per Government Order

No.SPWD/W-182/2013 (pt)/ dated 06/07/2015 on production/submission of valid document i.e., Scheduled
Tribe Certificate in original as proof of his/her being as APST Contractor at the time of opening of Tender.
5. The Tender without Earnest Money in proper form shall be summarily rejected.
Criteria of eligibility for APPWD as well as Non-APPWD contractors.

1. In the larger interest of the public and for equitable distribution of development works amongst eligible
contractors and also to ensure effective management and quality of works, a contractor shall be allowed
to have only 3 (three) works in hand in any of departments under Government of Arunachal Pradesh at a
time and for which he shall make a declaration to be executed in an Affidavit that he is not engaged in
more than two tenders works under the State Government of Arunachal Pradesh.

\V)

applications for tender.

DIPR/ARN/10709-11

. 3 (three) similar works each of value not less than Rs.392.13 lakh (40% of estimated cost) or 2 (two)
similar works each value not less than Rs.588.19 lakh (60% of estimated cost) or 1(one) work of value not
less than Rs.784.26 lakh (80% of estimated cost) [all figures rounded to nearest convenient figure], in the
last 7 (seven) years ending last day of the month previous to the one in which the tenders are invited.

The value of executed works shall be brought to current costing level by enhancing the actual value of work

at simple rate of 7% per annum, calculated from the date of completion to the last date of receipt of

For the purpose of this clause 'similar work' means the works of "Road Construction" (including Formation
Cutting, Pavements, Culverts & Retaining/Breast Walls) in hilly/Plain terrain with same nature".

Sd/-

Executive Engineer
Seppa Division
PWD, AP, Seppa

Pay delayed, North MCD teachers struggle to
meet needs: ‘Borrowing money to stay afloat’

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

CHILDREN'’S SCHOOL fees un-
paid, EMIs on hold, borrowing
money from relatives — irregu-
lar and delayed salaries through-
out the coronavirus outbreak has
meant that North MCD school
teachers have been struggling to
make ends meet.

Till the beginning of July,
3,600 teachers had not been paid
since February. They were paid
their March salary in early July —
four months late. As many as
5,400 teachers who had been on
Covid duty were paid their
March salaries in June, and re-
ceived their April salaries earlier
this month.

In June, the Delhi High Court
had come down heavily on the
North MCD for non-payment of

salaries. In court, this issue took
the form of the corporation and
Delhi government locked in a
dispute over the release of funds.

Rakesh Bansal (50) has
taught at MCD schools for the
last 20 years. The lone earner for
his family, he had not been put
on Covid duty because polioat a
young age has made him de-
pendent on crutches for mobil-
ity. Last paid his salary for the
month of March, which he re-
ceived on July 4, he finds him-
self unable to meet the needs of
his two daughters — aged six
and two.

“My younger daughter has
had three vaccines, including
DTP, pending for the last four
months. The frustration in my
family has just been building. I've
been getting by through money
borrowed from relatives, and be-
cause I've reached a point of just

DRAWING BOARD

Drawings by young patients at CWG Village Covid care centre, Tuesday. Praveen Khanna

HChad pulled up North
MCD over the issue. Archive

trying to get food on the table, I
can’t afford the vaccines along
with all this.Ialso have not been
able to pay fees for my older
daughter’s school for the last four
months and [ have EMIs for a
property loan on hold as well,”

Wider footpaths, more trees
as CM calls for roads revamp

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

FOOTPATHS THAT are 10 feet
wide and have dedicated spaces
for trees, planned spaces for ve-
hicles and rickshaws, and rain-
water harvesting systems built
into the drainage system along-
side roads — if all goes to plan,
this is what 500 kilometres of ar-
terial roads in Delhi will look like
in the coming years.

The city has been looking at
redesigning roads to make them
more pedestrian-friendly as well
as removing bottlenecks that
hamper the movement of traffic
for the past several years.

On Tuesday, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal met Public
Works Department officials and
asked them to prepare a list of
roads, all 100 feet wide, to be “re-
designed as per international
standards and along the lines of
the newly redesigned Chandni
Chowk main road”.

While the Chandni Chowk
redevelopment made a 1.3 kilo-
metre stretch vehicle free, the el-
ements used to make it more
pedestrian friendly, such as
places to sit, wide walkways and
shrubs and trees, will be incor-
porated in the road design.

Last year, the government
announced a similar project for
nine road stretches. This was
later cut down to seven and the
first two stretches to be under-

THEPLAN

M Parking for rickshaws
W Specific parking space
B Green belt

M Open spaces for public

M Dedicated cycle and
pedestrian lanes

M Parks visible from the
roads will not be
covered by walls

taken were AIIMS and Ashram.
Work was supposed to be com-
plete by the end of this year but
the CM Tuesday said that the
deadline has been extended till
August 2021 because of Covid.
PWD has to provide a list of
the different stretches in three
weeks. Officials said that the
project will be undertaken in a
Build-Operate-Transfer model,
where the firm that builds or re-
designs the road will be asked to
maintain it for 15 years. At pres-
ent, roads are handed over to
PWD and municipal corpora-

tions after they are built, for
maintenance.

Experts say that poor road
design is responsible for traffic
jams and many accidents on
Delhi’s roads.

Under the new project, the
priority will be removing bottle-
necks for asmooth flow of traffic
and an organised lane system,
official said.

“There will be measured and
planned spaces for vehicles, non-
motorised vehicles, footpaths,
and side-lanes. The footpaths
will be widely mapped to an av-
erage of 10 feet for the conven-
ience of pedestrians. These foot-
paths will be redesigned and
reconstructed as per a standard
height for the convenience of dif-
ferently abled,” the Delhi gov-
ernment said in an official state-
ment.

Officials also said that all sur-
faces will be either paved or trees
and shrubs will be planted on
them to reduce dust. According
to the only source apportion-
ment study commissioned by
the government, to IIT Kanpur,
road dust is among the primary
sources of pollution in the city,
especially during winters.

“Not even an inch of the sur-
face of any road or roadside will
be left uncovered in order to en-
sure that there is no dust on the
roads. Adequate grasses and
shrubs will be planted on all sur-
facesto ensure dust control,” the
statement said.

‘Ir THERE’S A WAY To HELP, WHY NOT?’

Man donates plasma 6 times, ready for round 7

ASHNABUTANI
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

EVER SINCE he recovered from
Covid-19 in April, Tabrez Khan
(37)hasdonated plasmasix times
and is ready to donate again.
“Each time I donate, I get an up-
date from the hospital or the fam-
ily that the patient has recovered
and that they are grateful... Till
now, I've donated plasma six
times, helping 12 people.”

It has been over 14 days since
Khan's last donation. He is now
awaiting a call from Lok Nayak

Hospital, where a plasmabank —
the second in the capital — was
set up earlier this month, to do-
nate again.

Aresident of Jahangirpuri,
Khan recovered a few months
ago. “My sister, mother and [
tested positive. My sister had trav-
elled from Saudi Arabia, and we
think she contracted it there or
while travelling,” he said.

Khanbegandisplaying symp-
toms such as high fever, cold and
cough on March 12 and his test
report came positive. He was
taken to the hospital on March 20.

After recovering, Khan saw a

Tabrez Khan recovered from
Covid afew months ago

government advertisement on
plasma donation. He donated

New Delhi

he said.

Satya Prakash Chabdi (54),
who has taught at MCD schools
for 24 years, said: “It’s very em-
barrassing for me to have to bor-
row money at this stage of my
life but I have no choice. I had
even gone to the bank to get a
personal loan but the reputation
of the North MCD has become
such that they are not willing to
give us loans. As of now, [ have
rent to pay as well as college fees
for two daughters.”

Ramnivas Solanki, head of
the MCD teachers’ association,
said “there needs to be a perma-
nent solution to this payment
problem”.

"There should be a separate
salary head for North MCD
teachers so that funds cannot be
used in any other way. Or maybe
the three corporations should be
integrated or primary education

should be handed over to the
Delhi government. Some action
needs to be taken for a perma-
nent solution,” he said.

On the salaray delay, North
MCD deputy commissioner Ira
Singhal said: “There is a general
shortage of funds. We are trying
to augment our resources; no-
body is sitting on anybody’s
salary or using those funds for
other purposes. When the funds
are released by the Delhi govern-
ment, salaries will be paid.”

The Delhi government had
earlier claimed in High Court
that they have released the sanc-
tioned sum of over Rs 49 crore
each for April, May and June to-
wards grant-in-aid for disburs-
ing salaries to the teachers of the
corporation, under the scheme
of primary education for the year
2020-21. North MCD had, how-
ever, disputed the claim.

BJP-ruled MCD,
party at odds on
increasing tax

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

THE DELHI BJP state president
and the BJP-ruled South MCD’s
leaders are not on the same page
ontheissue of increasing taxes, it
islearnt. The cash-strapped South
Corporation introduced a profes-
sional tax, hiked property tax on
rented commercial properties,
and also hiked transfer duty of
properties on Monday. These
measures should yield an addi-
tional revenue of Rs400 crore an-
nually for the corporation.

Delhi BJP chief Adesh Gupta
had on Sunday tweeted, “I have
talked to the mayor of the South
MCD and requested to roll back
the proposal to increase taxes
brought by the corporation.
Mayor is ready. Also request
Arvind Kejriwal to pay civic bod-
ies as per recommendations of
Fourth Finance Commission.”

But on Monday, the corpora-
tion went ahead and passed a
proposal on the taxes. When con-
tacted, Gupta said, “Taxes have
not been increased, professional
tax is a proposal, it has not been
finalised.” He also said there were
plans to levy tax on electricity,
which has been shelved.

South civic body mayor
Anamika Mithilesh, however,
said, “We work on the guidance
of the state president... We do not
want South MCD to go the way of
other MCDs, where staff are not
paid for months and hikes are
nominal.”

Leader of the house, South
MCD, Narender Chawla, said,
“The decision was taken after
bringing the party into confi-
dence. Adeshyjiis himself a former
mayor and understands the pain
of the corporation and public.”

A senior leader in the civic
body said there was pressure
from BJP higher-ups not to go
ahead with the proposal.
However, the leader said, the
South corporation’s finances have
reached a point where if the pro-
posal was not cleared, it would
have led to a situation where
salary of staff would have been
delayed for months.

“Somewhere, you have to stop
populism. Every year, there is
some election. Taxes have not
beenincreased foradecade while
the value of properties has in-
creased over a hundred times in

plasma for the first time at the
Institute of Liver and Biliary
Sciences (ILBS) on April 21, when
they were conducting plasma tri-
als. After that, he began getting re-
quests from people for plasma.

“Someone calls and says he
needs it for his father. Someone
else says they need it for their
sister. They call me looking for
a plasma donor, with blood
group B+... If there is a way for
me to help them, then why
not?” he said.

In most cases, Khan knew the
name of the person he was do-
nating plasma to — the last pa-

The tax is also applicable to
professionals working in
South Delhi firms. Archive

AAPTOHOLD
PROTEST TODAY

New Delhi: Senior AAP
leader Durgesh Pathak
Tuesday said the party will
hold a protest against the
tax hike by the BJP-ruled
SDMC in front of the BJP
headquarters on
Wednesday. “The problem
is not increasing tax but
that it has been done at a
time when people’s income
is down due to Covid. The
Corporation should first fix
its internal leakages which
leads torevenue losses,” he
said. ENS

many cases,” said the leader.

“There were plans toincrease
electricity taxas well; as the state
leadership is already protesting
over the issue, a decision was
taken not to increase it,” he said.

A preamble on increasing
electricity tax was placed in the
house meeting on Monday, but
not approved.

Self-employed professionals
such as doctors, lawyers and ar-
chitects, those employed by pri-
vate firms in South Delhi, and
those with office spaces that fall
under South MCD, will now have
to pay professional tax.

As per the proposal, those
earning less than Rs 50,000 a
month will not be charged any-
thing; those earning Rs 50,001-
Rs 75,000 will be charged Rs 100
per month; those earning Rs
75,001-Rs 1 lakh per month will
have to pay Rs 150; and those
earning above Rs 1 lakh will be
charged Rs 200 a month.

tient he donated to was 60 years
old. He said the man’s son keptin
touch and wanted to invite him
over to thank him.

Khan has donated twice at
ILBS, once at Max, twice at Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital and once at
Shree Aggarsain International
Hospital in Rohini.

He said all those who recover
from the virus should donate: “It
does not cause any weakness,
and it will not cost anything to
donate.”

His mother, who is 65, is not
eligible to donate. His sister,
meanwhile, has donated twice.
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GOVT 8 POLITICS

BJP MLA moves
HC against
Speaker’s decision
on BSP legislators
joining Congress

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, JULY 28

A DAY after the Rajasthan High
Court dismissed a petition by BJP
MLA Madan Dilawar, seeking the
disqualification of six BSP legisla-
tors who joined the Congress last
year, the BJP MLA Tuesday filed
two fresh writ petitions challeng-
ing the Assembly Speaker’s deci-
sion in the matter.

“In the first writ petition, we
have challenged the communica-
tion sent to us by the Assembly
Speaker yesterday, informing us
that Dilawar’s petition has been
rejected. This communication
didn’t mention any date as to
when our petition was rejected by
the Speaker and we were not pro-
vided a copy of the original order.
We were also not given any
chance of a hearing. We filed a
writ petition challenging this
communication,” Dilawar’s coun-
sel Ashish Sharma said.

Sharmasaid after the first writ
petition was filed, Dilawar was
givena copy of the Speaker’s deci-
sion rejecting his petition filed in
March. “The order of the Speaker
rejecting our petitionis dated July
22.In the order, it has been said
that the petition was rejected be-
cause the documents we fur-
nished in support of our petition
under Schedule X were not
signed. Thisis aflimsy ground and
reflects bias. It was important for
us to challenge this too, as it was
the principal order. Thereafter we
filed our second writ petition..."
Sharma said, adding the matter
has been listed for hearing on
Wednesday.

The petition had also ques-
tioned the Rajasthan Assembly
Speaker’s “inaction” over a plea
submitted by Dilawar in March,
requesting the Speaker todisqual-
ify the six legislators.

RAJASTHAN POWER PLAY

‘Pot calling kettle black’: Maya raps -
Gehlot for merging MLAs in Cong 10 Indiaon WeChat ban

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JULY 28

RAJASTHAN CHIEF Minister
Ashok Gehlot’s allegation about
his MLAs being poached by the
BJP is akin to the pot calling the
kettle black because he “unconsti-
tutionally” merged six BSP MLAs
in the Congress last year, said BSP
chief Mayawati on Tuesday.

“The Congress is saying that
their MLAs are being stolen, which
isunlawful,and is against the pub-
lic mandate. But their claim is
laughable since they themselves
did the same when they took
away our BSP MLAs... The
Congressis crying foul now when
its stolen assets are being stolen.
It is akin to the proverb ulta chor
kotwal ko daante (the pot calling
the kettle black),” Mayawati said
inastatement.

“Even before the Rajya Sabha
elections, the BSP raised this
(merger)issue in written with the
ChiefElection Commissionerand
the returning officer of the Vidhan
Sabha Chairperson. But the

BSP chief Mayawati

Election Commissioner rejected
(theapplication),saying the issue
is beyond his jurisdiction. The BSP
then had no option but to go the
court. Our party could have gone
to the court earlier, but we were
waiting for the right time to teach
alesson to them (Congress)... If
we do not get justice from the
High Court, we will go to the
Supreme Court," the former UP
chief minister said.

The BSP had earlier asked the
six MLAs to vote against the
Congress government during a
trust vote or any other proceed-
ings in the Legislative Assembly.

“It is known that after the
Assembly elections in Rajasthan,

the BSP provided the uncondi-
tional support of all its six MLAs
to the Congress so that the com-
munal forces were kept away
from power. Sadly, after being
elected chief minister, Ashok
Gehlot did the unconstitutional
and illegal work of adding the six
BSP MLAs into the Congress. This
was not the first time he did
that... As this was completely
against the Constitution, the BSP
issued a whip to its six MLAs on
July 26, directing them to vote
against the Congress in the as-
sembly otherwise their member-
ship (from BSP) will be cancelled,”
she said.

She rejected the speculation
that her decision was influenced
by the BJP and said her party did
not care who formed the govern-
ment in Rajasthan.

The BSP chief said Gehlot
would be responsible if his gov-
ernment stayed in power or not.

The Congress and BSP had
fought the 2018 state and 2019
Lok Sabha elections together. In
September last year, all the six BSP
MLAs joined the Congress.

After raids, ED summons Gehlot
brother for questioning today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

DAYS AFTER conducting
searches at premises associated
with him, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has summoned
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot’s brother Agrasen Gehlot
in connection withits probe into
alleged diversion of fertiliser be-
tween 2007 and 20009.

Agrasen has been asked to
appear before investigating offi-
cer of the case at the ED head-
quarters in Delhi on Wednesday.

“He has been summoned

and will be questioned on the
findings of the Customs
Department, which had first in-
vestigated the matter and levied
a penalty,” an ED official said.
“We are probing the case with
the angle of money laundering.
He will be interrogated about
movement of money in the en-
tire affair.”

The development comes
amid a political crisis in
Rajasthan, where former deputy
chief minister Sachin Pilot, along
with 18 other Congress, has
fallen out with the Gehlot gov-
ernment.

On July 22, the ED had con-

ducted raids at 13 places, includ-
ing in Rajasthan, West Bengal,
Gujarat and Delhi, in connection
with the case. The premises in-
cluded those associated with
Agrasen Gehlot and his company
- Anupam Krishi.

The scam concerns Muriate
of Potash (MoP), which is im-
ported by Indian Potash Limited
(IPL) and distributed to farmers,
through companies, at sub-
sidised rates. IPL is concerned
with import-handling, promo-
tion and marketing of Potash in
the entire country, and is pro-
vided at subsidised rates to
farmers.

Correct wrongdoings: China

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

AMONTH after India banned the
Chinese messaging app WeChat,
Beijng on Tuesday said that it has
lodged a diplomatic protest and
asked New Delhi to “correct its
wrongdoings”.

Sources told The Indian
Express that the protest has been
lodged by the Chinese embassy
in New Delhi to the Ministry of
External Affairs.

WeChat, the multipurpose
messaging and social media plat-
form developed by the
Shenzhen-headquartered
Internet services giant Tencent
Holdings, is extremely popular
among Chinese nationals living,
working, and studying in India.

Itisalso used by Indian nation-
als in China, and by many Indian
businesses that have dealings
with Chinese clients.

WeChat was among the 59
mobile applications with Chinese
links that India banned on June

Police cordon off Ambala air base to
prevent photography of Rafale jets

MAN AMAN SINGH CHHINA
CHANDIGARH, JULY 28

A DAY before the arrival of five
Rafale fighter jets from France, po-
lice on Tuesday threw a security
blanket around the Ambala Air
Force Station on the request of the
IAF to prevent photos and videos
of the jets’ arrival.

The five jets had taken off from
Merignac Air Base in France on
Monday en route to Ambala — a
distance of around 7,000 km. The
aircraft landed at Al Dhafra Air
Base near Abu Dhabi the same
day,and are to continue their jour-
ney to Ambala on Wednesday.

29, afortnight after 20 Indian sol-
diers were killed in a clash with
the Chinese army in Ladakh.
TikTok, Helo, UCBrowser, Sharelt,
Shein, Club Factory, and
CamScanner were among the
other apps that were banned.

Some clones or lighter ver-
sions of some of these apps were,
however, still functional in India.
On Monday, the government
banned another 47 apps with
links to China. WeChat stoppedits
services in India on Saturday.

Chinese embassy spokesper-
son Ji Rong said on Tuesday: “We
have noted the relevant reports.
On June 29, the Indian govern-
ment banned 59 mobile apps
with Chinese background includ-
ing WeChat, which severely dam-
aged the legitimate rights and in-
terests of Chinese companies. The
Chinese side has lodged solemn
representation to the Indian side
and asked the Indian side to cor-
rect its wrongdoings.”

“ want to reiterate that the
Chinese government consis-
tently asks Chinese enterprises

to abide by international rules
and local laws and regulations
when conducting external coop-
eration. The Indian government
has the responsibility to protect
the legitimate rights and inter-
ests of international investors in
India, including Chinese busi-
nesses, in accordance with mar-
ket principles,” Ji said.

“Practical cooperation be-
tween China and India is mutu-
ally beneficial,” the spokesperson
said. “Deliberate interference in
such cooperation will not serve
the interests of the Indian side.
China will also take necessary
measures to safeguard the legiti-
mate rights and interests of
Chinese companies.”

On Saturday, WeChat users
started to receive a notification
that said, “Pursuant to Indian law
we are unable to offeryouWeChat
at this time. We value each of our
users, and data security and pri-
vacy are of utmost importance to
us. We are engaging with relevant
authorities and hope to be able to
resume service in the future.”

Mauritius PM,
Maodi to unveil
SC building in
Port Louis

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

MAURITIUS PRIME Minister
Pravind Jugnauth will inaugurate
the country’s new Supreme
Court building in the island-na-
tion’s capital, Port Louis, jointly
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday.

The inauguration is sched-
uled to take place via video-
conference in the presence of
senior members of that coun-
try's judiciary.

The building is the first India-
assisted infrastructure project
within Port Louis. It is one of the
five projects being implemented
under the ‘Special Economic
Package’ of US$353 million, ex-
tended by the Indian govern-
ment to Mauritius in 2016.

The structure is spread over
an area of more than 4,700 sqm
with over 10 floors and a built up
area of around 25,000 sqm. Ithas
been constructed with a focus on
thermal and sound insulation.

Chief of Air Staff Air Chief
Marshal R K S Bhadauria will be
presentin Ambalaon Wednesday
to receive the five aircraft.

Haryana Home Minister Anil
Vij said the IAF had asked fora 3-
km cordon and to ensure that no
photographs were taken of the
jets from the rooftop of the houses
adjoining the air base.

AMinistry of Defence PRO said
no media interaction has been
planned. Amessage informed the
journalists that “photography of
military equipmentin general and
inside a military airfield in partic-
ular is punishable as per law”. A
formalinduction ceremony of the
Rafale jetsis set for August.

Humility Enhances Excellence

Jaypee Public School, Noida

Jaypee Greens, Wish Town, Sector-128, Noida-201304, Gautam Budh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh
Tel.: 0120-4195958, 59, 71 Email : jpsnoida@jaypeeschools.edu.in Website : www.jaypeeschools-jpsnoida.edu.in
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ONGC VIDESH LIMITED

(CIN No. U74899DL1965G01004343
B Wing, Deendayal Urja Bhawan,

ONGC VIDESH

Engagement of Apprentices

5, Nelson Mandela Marg, New Delhi-110070, India.
Phone: +91 11 26753386/95 Fax: +91 11 26129345/46

ONGC Videsh Limited, a Miniratna Schedule “A” Central Public
Sector Enterprise (CPSE) of the Government of India under the
administrative control of the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas, is
the wholly owned subsidiary and overseas arm of Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC), the flagship national oil company
(NOC) of India, as a measure of Skill Building initiative for the
Nation, proposes to engage 24 apprentices in Secretarial
Assistant, Computer Operator and Programming Assistant,
Civil, Electrician, Accountant and Assistant HR trades at its

office in New Delhi.

The eligible candidates may submit the online application at
www.ongcapprentices.ongc.co.in, from 29.07.2020 to 17.08.2020

(1800 hours). For detailed notification, kindly visit the website

www.ongcindia.com.

General Manager (HR)-l/c HR-ER
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INCREDIBLE SUCCESS OF JAYPIANS IN CLASS XII & X CBSE (2019-2020)

All my teachers played a vital role in my success. They were my guide, mentor and role
models during the crucial stages of my life. They also encouraged me to explore new heights
and helped me during my low times.

Although there were many challenges, but my strong will power helped me to keep my
attention focused. Meditation helped me to improve my concentration level.

Actually, | never followed a set time schedule but studied in a way which suited me the best.
Consistency was a crucial factor which helped me sail through. | judiciously followed the
instructions of my teachers and revised all my syllabi on regular basis.

All thanks to the school administration for setting up a warm and calm learning environment
which has been quite encouraging.

| want to pursue my career as a civil servant as | am passionate about the field and want to
serve the citizens of my country.

OUR TOPPERS CLASS X (2019-2020)

Itis truly said that "A good teacher is like a candle who consumes itself to light the way for
others”, in the same way all my teachers have been the guiding lightin my journey to success.
Books such as “The Secret” proved to be a turning point in my perception towards
academics. What | did was that | took a paper out one day and wrote that “I can and I will get
99.99% in my class 10 board exams” and placed in front of my studying area and used to
look at it everyday.

It truly helped me stay focused towards my goal. Other success pointers for me were
organized time schedules and writing diary on regular basis to list reachable targets that
really helped to chisel myselfto the path of achievement.

| heartily acknowledge the mentorship of our school Principal, who arranged for special
classes which helped me put my best foot forward.

Jaypee Public School, Noida, established in
2011, is a CBSE Affiliated Senior Secondary
School, which has produced three class Xl
results by now. Young achievers of class X and
| Xl have proved their mettle by securing
excellent result, with 100 percent as pass
percentage, for the third consecutive year. We,
at JPS have annexed the zenith of glory with
continued excellence, hard work and strong
value based education. Through experiential learning, blended
learning and project based learning, focusing on 21st century skills,
with special emphasis on HOTS (Higher Order Thinking Skills), 1Q
(Intelligence Quotient), EQ (Emotional Quotient)and CQ (Curiosity
Quotient) of students, we aim to develop them holistically and become
life long learners. Our teaching pedagogy is learning outcome based
and we focus on skills and competencies, bringing new learning
opportunities for children. Atal Tinkering Lab, by Niti Aayog provides
right kind of platform to our students to think and innovate. Ideal
student-teacher ratio, arts, sports and ICT integrated curriculum and
due investment in capacity building programmes for our faculty to keep
them updated on futuristic trends helps them to be effective teachers.

MEHA SINHA
HUMANITIES

98.4%

RAHUL YADAV

98.2%

My teachers were the linchpin for my success. Their support, motivation and advice helped
me achieve all my goals successfully.

Itis very easy to lose focus, but my timetable kept me motivated. Consistent self-analysis,
school assessments and other exams were the true driving force. The pin pricks of my
success mantra were dividing syllabus in small parts, flexible study time with breaks and
consistentand effective studies.

The school administration is equally to be applauded for creating an environment, where
we could build confidence thus helping me achieve the bestin all aspects.

As a career, | would like to pursue Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and qualify Civil Services,
which is my dream project.

There were many eureka moments | spend with my teachers that proved to be a landmark
during the voyage of my success. My teachers proved to be a true catalyst to me
throughout the session.
| have been an average student and an easy going one with no rigid time schedules. But
yes, | was quite optimistic and gradually started pacing up with quality time toward my
studies. This turned the tables for me and here | am.

SNEHA KUTHAR ! was gifted with this opportunity to bring laurel to my school that provided me with all the

97 G(V resources and support as and when needed. | truly owe my heartfelt gratitude to my
«0/0

Principal ma'am, school administration and teachers.

TANYA CHAUHAN
HUMANITIES

97.4%

Teachers were the indelible driving force in this journey of my success. With an association
of eight long years, my first mentor was my beloved Principal ma'am who has always been a
true source of inspiration, motivation and guidance to me. All my teachers helped me to
simplify the complex concepts and made abstract concepts understandable and initiated
me to work hard and keep a steady focus on the academic front.

It is very easy for a student to lose focus especially considering the current state of affairs,
but a conducive environment, unconditional love and support of teachers and family,
blocking distracting websites, apps on my phone and computer alongwith optimistic
thinking kept me motivated all year long.

| want to choose entrepreneurship as my career after getting my bachelor's in commerce
adding a professional notch with MBA.

| have a great association with my teachers since my inception to the school. They tuned
the course of my success by inculcating values such as dedication, hard work and
tenacity. Their initiation only helped me to reach to this height. | am grateful to my parents
as well, whose indelible support helped me throughout to build confidence in me and kept
me motivated whenever | felt low.
| never followed any specific regime but was always focused towards my studies. My

SUHANI SHARMA consistent continuous approach helped me sail through to this paramount. Regular
physical exercise kept me agile.

97.2% The school administration has always proven to be a stepping stone in success graph of

my achievements by providing a perfect ambience and adequate amenities.

The dedication of faculty, hard work of students, strong partnership
with parents and continuous support of school management have led
our students to their exemplary performance in class X and Xll boards.
In class X, our highest score is 98.2%; school average is 83.8% and 40%
have achieved more than 90% marks. Also, in class Xll, our students
have made us proud with highest score of 98.4%; school average of
86.4% and 43% of students have scored more than 90% marks. My
compliments to students scoring 100% marks in Hindi and Social
Science in class X and painting and psychology in class XII.| heartily
congratulate my dear students and faculty members for their success.

Anijali Malik
Principal

NIKITA VERMA
COMMERCE

96.20%
CLASS-XIl SUBJECT WISE TOPPERS

. ENGLISH (99) NIKITA VERMA, DRISHTI BAJAJ 10. MATHEMATICS (80) NITIN CHAUHAN,

. ACCOUNTANCY/(90) NIKITA VERMA NIKITA VERMA

. BIOLOGY (95) DIKSHA ANAND 11. PAINTING (100) NIDHI PATHAK

. BUSINESS STUDIES (98) NIKITA VERMA PHYSICAL EDU.(95) NITIN CHAUHAN

. CHEMISTRY(89) MOHAMMAD AHMED, 13. POLITICAL SCIENCE (99) MEHA SINHA
SATYAM PRASAD 14. PSYCHOLOGY (100) MEHA SINHA

. COMPUTER SCIENCE (92) ARPIT KATIYAR . SOCIOLOGY (98) MIZBA KHAN

. ECONOMICS(98) MEHA SINHA 16. PHYSICS(87) DIKSHA ANAND

. HINDI ELECTIVE (97) TANYA CHAUHAN 17. FASHION STUDIES (84) NIDHI PATHAK

. HISTORY/(97) MEHA SINHA

CLASS-X SUBJECT WISE TOPPERS

MUSIC VOCAL (73) DEVESH VERMA

PAINTING (85) DEVESH VERMA

COMPUTER APPLICATION (94) DEVESH VERMA
. SANSKRIT (90) SATYAM SAXENA

. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (99) RAHUL YADAV,
SUHANI SHARMA, PARTH GUPTA

. ENGLISH (99) SNEHA KUTHAR 7.
. HINDI COURSE A (100) SHUBHI SHARMA 8.

. MATHEMATICS STANDARD (98) HARSHIT, 9.
VIHAN SARASWAT 10

. MATHEMATICS BASIC (95) SNEHAKUTHAR 14
. SCIENCE (97) RAHUL YADAV
. SOCIAL SCIENCE (100) VIHAN SARASWAT

ADMISSION OPEN (SESSION 2020-2021)
CLASSES PRE NURSERY - XI

New Delhi
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PRESSURE POLITICS

AFTER INTERNAL fissures in ruling Congress led to uncertainty
in Rajasthan, any move from ‘unhappy’ leaders in other states
seems to be creating nervousness in political circles. The absence
of Karnataka Deputy CM Laxman Savadi from the first anniver-
sary celebrations of the BS Yediyurappa government on Monday
has, thus, left many in the party a little worried. While Savadi
was expected todeliver a speech at the celebratory event, he was
in Delhi, apparently to meet a senior central BJP leader.
Yediyurappa is said to still enjoy the trust of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, but rebels in the state unit do not miss any op-
portunity to get their voices heard by the national leadership.

on September 1,2017.

NO COINCIDENCE, PLEASE

THE SUPREME Court gave the Centre 10 days to look into the
affidavits and clarify its stand in the case seeking restoration of
4G Internet in Kashmir. When the court said it would hear the
case nexton August 5, Solicitor General Tushar Mehta requested
the bench to defer it to August 7. Mehta'’s request was made to
avoid the crucial hearing on August 5, which marks a year since
J&K’s special status under Article 370 was revoked and curbs
on movement and Internet were imposed. The court agreed.

COMINGS AND GOINGS

RAVINDRA PRATAP Singh, a 2007-batch Odisha cadre IAS of-
ficer, will be new private secretary to NITI Aayog vice-chair-
man Rajiv Kumar — the third officer in the post in Kumar’s
tenure of less than three years. Earlier this year, Jharkhand
cadre IAS officer Manjunath Bhajantri’s tenure as PS in the
same office was curtailed within a few months of his joining.
His predecessor in the post - IRS officer Nidhi Sharma — had
also left before the end of her tenure. Kumar had joined NITI

CPM questions Cong
stand as IUML leader
hails Turkey move

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY 28

THE CONTROVERSIAL reconver-
sion of Istanbul’s Hagia Sophia
into a mosque has sparked a po-
litical row in faraway Kerala, with
the ruling CPI(M) questioning the
Congress’s stand on the issue af-
ter a senior leader of its ally,
Indian Union Muslim League
(IUML), hailed Turkey’s decision.

In an article in party daily
Chandrika, senior [UML leader
Panakkad Sadiq Ali Shihab
Thangal said that the US has
protested the decision but it is
noteworthy that Russia, where 25
per cent of Orthodox Christians
live, has not interfered. “Many
European countries, which have
opposed Turkey’s decision on
Hagia Sophia, have not allowed
Muslims the right to offer na-
maz... when all contemporary
Christian religious and political
leaders disagree with the conver-
sion...they do not make any stake
over its ownership realising that
historically there is no ground for
such ademand,” he wrote.

Sadiq Alj, part of the [UML’s
high power committee, is also a
prominent member of the
Malappuram-based Panakkad
family, which has a considerable
stake in north Kerala politics.
“Turkey president Tayyip
Erdogan, who s raising his voice
in the international community
for the systematically-oppressed

Muslims across the world, has
been attacked under the guise of
pseudo secularism,” he wrote.

In a Facebook post on
Tuesday, CPI(M) politburo mem-
ber and party state secretary
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan asked
how the IUML can now oppose
the BJP government’s move to
constructa Ram temple where a
mosque once stood. “Jamaat-e-
Islami is an organisation which
supports the Turkey govern-
ment. With the [UMLIleader hail-
ing the conversion of Sophia
Hagia into amosque, the link be-
tween IUML and Jamaat-e-
Islami has come to the fore.
Congress has decided to make an
alliance with Jamaat-e-Islami
and Social Democratic Party of
India (SDPI), the political wing of
Popular Front of India. What is
the stand of Congress towards
[UML approach of acknowledg-
ing the act of Turkey ruler.”

The pro-Congress Catholic
Church in Kerala has also op-
posed the [IUMLIeader’s remarks.

Inastatement, Kerala Catholic
Bishops Council spokesperson Fr
Varghese Vallikkatt said, “Before
glorifying the encroachment of
Hagia Sophia Church, IUMLIleader
Sadiq Ali should have learned his-
tory. To justify Erdogan would be
a liability of political Islamists in
Kerala... that should not be at the
cost of endangering the future of
Indian secular democracy and
peaceful co-existence of religions.
There is danger in unilaterally in-
terpreting the history.”

Manipur activist booked
for sedition over FB post

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, JULY 28

A SEDITION case has been filed
against Manipuri political ac-
tivist Erendro Leichombam over

allegedly inflammatory
Facebook posts, police said on
Tuesday.

Jogeshchandra Haobijam, SP
of Imphal East, told The Indian
Express, “A case has been regis-
tered under Sections 153, 124(A)
and 505 of the IPC. Investigation
is going on.”

He confirmed that the case
was filed over allegedly inflam-
matory Facebook posts, but did
not specify any particular post.

Leichombam, who holds a
postgraduate degree from
Harvard University and is the
convener of a regional party in
Manipur called Peoples’

Resurgence and Justice Alliance
(PRJA), wrote on Facebook on
Tuesday, “I have been charged
with  sedition by the
Government for exercising my
Freedom of Speech... You can’t
gag all your critics. Some of us
still love our homeland. You can
imprison my body, but how will
you imprison my mind?”

Leichombam is not in
Manipur now, but he said that
a police team visited his house
in Imphal on July 26 to arrest
him. He told The Indian Express
over phone, “The BJP govern-
ment in Manipur wants to si-
lence every critic and arrests
every critic. This is a misuse of
executive power.”

The case against
Leichombam adds to a list of
cases that were recently filed
against those who allegedly cri-
tiqued the state government.

‘Game of who blinks first, but bad news
for themis it’s not going to be my mother’

THEEXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH
ILTgA MUFTI
DAUGHTER OF J&K EX-CM
AND PDP CHIEF
MEHBOOBA MUFTI

ILTJA MUFTI, 32, daughter of for-
mer Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Mehbooba Mufti, says
she is no politician, but her
mother's detention since August
5,whichshe haschallenged inthe
Supreme Court — there has been
no hearing after the first one on
February 26 — has forced her to
speak up against all that has un-
folded in Kashmir over the last
year.lItijalives in the same home-
turned-sub-jail where the PDP
leader, charged under Public
Safety Act, hasbeen held in house
arrest since April, after seven
months at a government facility
on the outskirts of Srinagar.

Almost a year since the
Centre’s move to bifurcate the
erstwhile state into two Union
Territories, ILTIJA MUFTI speaks
with NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN about the pres-
ent and the future of politics in the
Valley.

Did you anticipate the changes
that were going to come, and
that the political leadership,
including your mother, former
Chief Minister Mehbooba
Mufti, would be detained, and
forsolong?

We thought (Article) 35A was
going. But this was a very sinister,
psychological agenda (of the
Centre) — we will take (Articles)
370, 35A, but we will also take
their statehood, so that when they
finally come to the table to nego-
tiate, itwill be like a favour that we
are even agreeing to restore
statehood.

On August 5 (after the deci-
sions were announced in
Parliament),a group of policemen
came with this sketchy warrant.
It said we anticipate there's going

tobe breach of peace and law and
order if we don’t arrest you. My
mum took a small suitcase with
three pairs of clothes and some es-
sentials and I thought they would
take her away for a day, then two,
three, four days — every day |
thought she’s going to come
home today.... My mother has in-
ner strength, but the whole point
of putting herinisolation like that
was very sinister: itwas very cruel,
itwas to break her.

How does your mother see
what’s going on? Do you talk
toheraboutall this?

She came home only in April.
It was very hard. But she is very
strong, and whatever plans she
has in mind — her views — she’s
not going to reveal to me. She has
been saying thisis to disempower
us, to push the Hindutva agenda
inthe only Muslim-majority [erst-
while] state. We are being pun-
ished because we are Kashmiris,
and we are Muslim. But from
whatIknow of my mother, I know
she will want to work with every-
body and uphold the Gupkar dec-
laration, which was the last doc-
ument that was forged
collectively (by all J]&K parties on
August 3, 2019 at Farooq
Abdullah’s home on Gupkar Road
in Srinagar).

Why haven’t they released her
yet?
InOctober, she was told to sign
abond. If you read it, you will feel
like you are in a dictatorship.
Literally, (it would have meant)
that (she) can’t speak about any-
thing that happened. It is kind of
understood that if she wants to get
out, her freedom s contingent on
her not talking about Article 370.

Now it’s become a game of
whoblinks first. But the bad news
forthemis thatit's not goingtobe
my mother, it’s going to be them
because she’s going to stick to her
guns.

Sowhatdo theywant her todo
after sheisreleased?

It’s not just Kashmir; in India
today, you have to agree with
what the BJPis saying. They essen-
tially want to politically incapaci-
tate everyone.If you give credibil-
ity towhat they are doing, you will

“They [Centre] obviously obliterated that ground,
they lumped us with the Hurriyat. But nothing
lasts forever. You think this regime is going to last
forever? When you see the course of history, it is
never linear.”

“Inmy personal view, these are going to be
elections for municipality. | can tell you that my
mother is not thinking about the elections right
now. That’s the last thing on her mind.”

get all the space to function in
Kashmir. But notif that personisa
Mehbooba Mufti, who is going to
oppose them tooth and nail. My
mother is...the tallest woman
leader this state has ever pro-
duced. But no other chief minis-
ter has uttered a word about her
incarceration except perhaps
Mamata Banerjee because they
will be branded anti-national.

The sense thatIgotwhenI
visited Kashmir last August is
that people were happy that
politicians had been jailed.
They were saying, ‘these
leaders had promised us
everything, delivered nothing
and now even Article 370is
gone’.

When people lump us with
the National Conference, that’s
very wrong. They (NC) were in
power for many terms. My grand-
father and my mother were in of-
fice collectively for not more than

five or six years. (During) my
grandfather’s term from 2002 to
2005, Kashmir was a more peace-
ful place. (The cross-LoC) Uri-
Muzaffarabad trade route was
opened. Insurgency, infiltration
went down, the whole focus was
on providing a healing touch.

When the media says people
are happy that politicians are in
jail,they don'ttell the other half of
the story. What is the other half?
Itis that Kashmiris do not believe
in this country anymore.
Mainstream parties worked as a
buffer here (for the Centre). The
main culprit is the Gol. Even the
Congress wasn't very different —
370 was hollowed out by the
Congress. They (people)resentall
political parties here, but they re-
sent Gol even more.

But there is anger against PDP
for tying up with BJP, and that
resentment has been there
from 2016...

Ex-minister quits as NC spokesperson

amid debate in par

BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR, JULY 28

SENIOR NATIONAL Conference
(NC)leader Aga Syed Ruhullah on
Tuesday resigned as the party’s
chief spokesperson.

While Ruhullah, a former min-
ister in the erstwhile state of
Jammu and Kashmir, remained
silent over his resignation, itis ap-
parently afallout of the party lead-
ership’s silence over the Centre’s
decision to abrogate J&K’s special
status in August 2019.

“Ihave sentacross my resigna-
tion from the post of Chief
Spokesperson of @ KNC. From
here on none of my statements
should be considered as such,”
Ruhullah tweeted on Tuesday.

The resignation came two
months after he had dropped the
NC chief spokesperson tag from
his Twitter bio, ostensibly to show
his displeasure about an opinion
article written by his colleague
Tanvir Sadiq, which was seen by
many as the party’s official line.

Immediately after he tweeted

Aga Syed Ruhullah; Omar Abdullah

his resignation, Ruhullah, de-
tained at home since August 5 last
year, switched off his phones and
went incommunicado.

The resignation comes a day
after NC president Farooq
Abdullahand party vice-president
Omar Abdullah broke their silence
ontheissue of abrogation of J&K’s
special status and bifurcating the
state into two Union Territories.

Ruhullah’s resignation on
Tuesday has highlighted differ-
ences within the party.

When contacted on Tuesday,
Omar refused to comment.

OnMonday, Omar,inanopin-
ion piece for The Indian Express,

wrote that he will not contest the
Assembly elections aslong as J&K
remainsaUT.

In a subsequent interview —
his first in a year — Omar said it
would be a“challenge” for the NC
to find a political plank. “I can’t
speak for the party but [ will not
support a slogan that is mere lip-
service or hoodwinking. I think
we need to be honest with peo-
ple, even if it means that in the
short term we will be less attrac-
tive to people than we would like
to be,” he had said when asked
whether NCwould changeitsau-
tonomy slogan after abrogation of
special status.

BJP GOVT IN MANIPUR LOOKS TO CONSOLIDATE POSITION

Cong councillors set to join BJP, MLLAs may follow soon

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

A CHURNING is in the offing in
the Manipur Congress, with a
majority of Congress councillors
in the Imphal Municipal
Corporation expected to join the
BJPin the next few days. A signif-
icant number of Congress MLAs
are also likely to join the BJP
in August.

This comes justamonth after
Manipur witnessed a political cri-
sis, with three BJP MLAs resign-
ing from the Assembly to join the
Congress, and the NPP — BJP’s
main ally — threatening to pull
out of the government.

The developments in the
Congress come on the heels of
two party MLAs — R K Imo and
Okram Henry — being sent
showcause notices by the

Congress for having voted in
favour of the BJP in the Rajya
Sabha electionin July. While the
Congress seemed to have more
numbers, a last-minute ma-
noeuvre by the BJP ensured that
its candidate Leisemba
Sanajaoba, Manipur’s former
royal, won the Rajya Sabha seat.

Son of former Congress chief
minister of Manipur R K
Jaichandra Singh, Imo is also in-
cumbent Chief Minister N Biren
Singh’s son-in-law and a
Congress MLA from Sagolband
constituency. Henry is former
Congress CM and CLP leader
Okram Ibobi Singh’s nephew and
an MLA from Wangkhei con-
stituency in Imphal.

“The chasmbetween Imoand
Ibobi was widening over the
years, with Ibobi perceiving him
as a threat. Several assurances
from the central Congress leader-

MLA RKImo has been
sent showcause notice by
the Congress

ship and AICC to accommodate
Imo in New Delhi have come to
naught. Now Imo is in a sensitive
position of being in the Congress
while being a BJP CM’s son-in-
law,” said a Congress source.
Sources said that Ibobi also
had afalling out with his nephew
Henry “on personal grounds”.
“Henry had left his first wife tore-

'y over J&K statehood

In the Valley, Omar’s state-
mentsare seenas NC's reconcilia-
tion to the abrogation of special
status and limiting the party’s
fight for restoration of statehood.

In May, Ruhullah was the first
NC leader to speak out since
August 2019 when he asked what
is stopping NCand its leaders from
expressing the party’s “principled
stand” on abrogation of special
status and downgrading of the
state into two UTs.

Inaninterview with The Indian
Express,Ruhullah had said itis true
that the Centre’s response could
be “ugly and brutal” if the party
breaksits silence over the twinis-
sues, but asked his NC colleagues
tobe “ready for that”.

Athree-time MLA, Ruhullahis
from the influential Aga clan, a
strong Shia clergy that holds sway
on Shia population in central
Kashmir. He was broughtinto pol-
itics by Farooq Abdullah after the
assassination of his father, Aga
Syed Mehdi,inanIED blast by mil-
itants in 2000. A strong voice in
the party, he was seen as close to
former CM Omar Abdullah.

marry. He hasbeen ostracised by
his entire family including Singh,”
said a Congress source.

The cross-votingis believed to
bejust the tip of a strategy the BJP
has been working towards to se-
cure stability for its government.
Biren Singh has had a tumultuous
tenure since the state got its first
BJP government in 2017, with a
faction of the BJP led by Th
Biswajit Singh, a CM aspirant, set
in opposition to the CM. An at-
tempt to remove Biren Singh in
2019 came to naught with the BJP
centralleadership steppinginand
throwing their weight behind the
incumbent CM.

The Congress councillors join-
ing the BJP this week is believed
tobe another step in securing the
BJP’s position. There are 27 coun-
cillors in Manipur, of which the
Congress has nine, and most of
them are expected to join the BJP.

New Delhi

These decisions were taken by
my grandfather,and my mother.[
am not a politician. I was not part
of those decisions. But, in hind-
sight, you can see it backfired. It
was like oil and water. When you
do something, the intention mat-
ters. Did they do it for the sake of
power? No. My grandfather took
this decision keeping in mind peo-
ple’s welfare, as BJP had this
huge sweeping mandate (at
the Centre)...

J&K is such a complicated
state. PDP, NG, all regional parties
arealready lumped as anti-Hindu,
Muslim parties. So if BJP gets the
Jammu mandate, doyou brazenly
kick that mandate? My grandfa-
ther’s thinking was that we have
torespect the mandate in Jammu
aswell.

Doyou think there’s any scope
for mainstream regional
political parties like PDP and
NCnow?

They obviously obliterated
thatground, they lumped us with
the Hurriyat. But nothing lasts for-
ever. You think this regime is going
tolast forever? When you see the
course of history, itis never linear.
How do you know there won't be
arevolution here?Itisnotalabex-
periment where BJP feel they can
control everything. They haven’t
been able to do that. Clearly the
narrative has slipped out of
their hands.

This place is an open-air
prison.I have never seen somany
security forces here before this.
They are saying since the 1990s
that militancy is finished. If mili-
tancy is finished, why was a BJP
president (of Bandipora in
Kashmir) shot dead? Why are
people taking to militancy? These
young disillusioned guys don’t
know where to go. There are no
political representatives. All babus
working here are non-Kashmiris,
sothey don't care.

What have they done in the
last one year? You are literally
pushing people. You have brought
in new domicile rules (to bring in
outsiders). They are not even giv-
ing us back our 3G (internet).
Nothing works on 2G here. Kids
haven’t had an academic year
here... Tourists are allowed butlo-
cals can’t go out. Are we animals

inacircus thatoutsiders will come
and see us in our cages?

Do you think PDP will contest
the Assembly elections when
they take place?

This is something only my
mother can answer. It’s for them
todecide. Butin my personal view,
these are going to be elections for
municipality.I cantell you that my
mother is not thinking about the
elections right now. That’s the last
thing on her mind.

How doyou see the splitin
PDP. Anew party has come up
with some people who were
PDP members.

Ireally see it through the prism
of my mother not agreeing to
what they are asking for. You
know how easy it is — they sum-
mon people to Delhi, that's what
they have been doing to all our
party members. My mother’s
been jailed for the last one year,
her party hasbeensplintered into
pieces.Buta political party, grass-
roots leaders, are not a tech start-
up that you can create in
anincubator.

Butwasn’tPDPalsolikea
start-up?

Not at all. The PDP doesn’t
have a dodgy origin; its growth
was organic and spontaneous. It
wasn't created in the midst of an
oppressive atmosphere or
foisted on people when the en-
tire political leadership was de-
tained to make sweepingillegal,
unconstitutional changes. Its
policies of dialogue with
Pakistan, self-rule, etc, were rad-
ical even then when viewed
through the perspective of na-
tional parties. There was no overt
or covert support from Gol.

How do you and your mother
spend time?

She’s started reading a lot
more than she used to. I also read
alot. I started meditating, and I
alsotry to keep calm. It's very hard,
but this experience has taught us
alot.

It's just the two of you in the
house?

No, it's me, her, my sister and
my grandmom.

Land law: Clearance not
required, J&K home dept
returns pending cases

NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR, JULY 28

WITH THE Central land law be-
ing extended to the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
and the armed forces no longer
requiring clearance of the UT’s
Home Department for acquisi-
tion and requisition of land, the
department on Tuesday re-
turned cases of acquisition of
land that were pending with it
over the last few years.

Of the 16 cases, 14 are in
Jammu region while one is in
Leh and one in Bandipore area of
Kashmir.

This comes four days after
the J&K administration with-
drew a 1971 circular that re-
quired a no objection certificate
(NOC) from its home depart-
ment for acquisition or requisi-
tion of land “in favour of the
Army, BSF, CRPF and other simi-
lar organisations”. Such acquisi-
tion will now be covered under
the Right to Fair Compensation
and Transparency in Land

Later in August, Congress
sources said, as many as one-third
of the Congress MLAs are ex-
pected tojoin the BJP. This will put
the Congress ina minority for the
first time since the Assembly elec-
tionsin 2017, whenithad secured
28 of the 60 seats. Since then, one
MLA, Shyam Kumar, had shifted
tothe BJP, while three others were
recently disqualified from the
Assembly, bringing the
Congress’s number down to 24
MLAs.

The BJP had only 21 MLAs af-
ter the elections. Three MLASs re-
cently quit the party to join the
Congress. But with the BJP having
re-secured its allies NPP and a
lone TMC MLA, apart from MLAs
from the NPF and LJP, and more
Congress MLAs set to join the
party, the BJP may soon have
more numbers than the Congress
in Manipur for the first time.

Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013.

The pending cases include
acquisition of 7,307 kanals (ap-
proximately 913 acres) of land
for “construction of ammunition
dump” in Jammu region.

The order from the Home
Department notes that, with the
earlier circular withdrawn, “lam
directed toreturn the cases... re-
ferred to the Home Department
from time to time which are
pending on account of deficient
documents and other procedural
formalities, with the request to
proceed further in the matter...”

There are also acquisition re-
quests pertaining to border fenc-
ingin areas of Jammu by the BSE.
There are also requests for acqui-
sition of land in Leh and Jammu
to augment existing facilities.

The letter, with the details of
these pending cases, has been
sent to GOC Northern
Command; GOC, XV Corps; GOC
XVI Corps; Director General of
the BSF, J&K Police, Special
Director General of the CRPFand
Inspector General BSFin Jammu.

Cong moves
no-confidence

motion

Imphal: The Manipur
Pradesh Congress
Committee on Tuesday
moved a no-confidence
motion against the BJP-led
government. This comes
three days after Governor
Najma Heptulla sum-
moned the Assembly ses-
siononAugust 10.Congress
MLAKMeghachandrasaid
the decision followed the
state’s failure to heed the
Congress'sdemand to hand
over the drug seizure case
allegedly involving former
BJP leader Lukhosei Zou to
the CBL ENS
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Ye Mask Hai Hindustani...!!!

Pelican Rotoflex has developed India’s first fully
automatic machine for N-95 mask...
Enters Market with a Brand Name Pelican PN-95 Face Mask.

ADVERTORIAL

A FEW KEY POINTS ON
THE JOURNEY SO FAR

HA ‘Madein India’
Marvel!

H Currently, Pelican has
been producing more
than 50,000 face masks
per day. More machines
are being manufac-
tured! COVID Warriors
like Doctors, Nurses,
Medical Attendants, Lab
Technicians, Hospital
Staff and other para-
medical personnel need
no longer worry about
the supply of interna-
tional quality Pelican
PN-95 face masks as
they will be getting
these masks in the re-
quired quantities.

M 100% Made in India &
World Class! After
ramping up production
capacities to meet do-
mestic demand, we can
comfortably export and
supply to other coun-
tries needing our help.

NSPIRED BY the strong desire
to contribute to the society in
fighting against Corona pan-
demic, Team Pelican has already
developed India’s first fully auto-
matic machine for manufacturing
N-95 masks and enters market with a
brand name Pelican PN-95 Face Mask.
This special purpose machine has
been conceptualized, designed and
built within an incredibly short time of
just THREE WEEKS...! — and Pelican is
now taking this further by more lines
that would help India by producing Pel-
ican PN-95 masks on a large scale.
Pelican Rotoflex is industry leader in
flexible printing technology based in
Rajkot which is considered to be the en-
gineering hub of India. Pelican Rotoflex
has come a long way in a short time
and have become a well-known &
trusted name and one of the largest
machinery manufacturers in flexible
packaging across the world. This quality
and customer centric company enjoys
high reputation among domestic and
international clients and partners.
When COVID 19 struck India, one of
the biggest requirements what we

of quality masks. Mask is ane of the
critical personal protective equip-
ment, when used correctly, protects
the users against aerosol/droplet
borne/air-borne infections and other
airborne particles. Pelican PN-95
mask is made of multiple fabric layers
for filtration and gives a proper
shape and facial fit. A mask is re-
quired to go through various
processes and a complex machine is
required to produce such masks in
huge quantities.

To cope-up with this ever-growing
need of masks, pelican decided to
manufacture Mask Making Machine
in-house and decided to leverage
their rich and extensive experience
into manufacturing and engineering.
The team consisting of 150 people in-
cluding senior design and automa-
tion engineers, technicians, CNC ex-
perts and other support staff, having
excellent knowledge of machinery,
production and advanced engineer-
ing as they are veterans in the manu-
facturing flexible packaging machin-
ery, were involved in this herculean
effort. The team went through nu-

sulted subject matter experts and
started working on the design and
functioning of the machine on war
footing basis.

This fully automatic machine in-
volves multiple complex processes with
automatic ear loop welding. More than
1000 indigenous parts are involved in
the making of the machine, it is com-
pletely made in India explains Amit
Dhabalia, one of the founders in the
mask project. The end result looks ex-
ceptionally satisfactory as this compact
machine offers great efficiency and
output. However, there were challenges
as we used to work on 7 to 8 designs
simultaneously as we didn’t know
which will work and which won't. It
was a great learning exercise. Dhabalia
candidly appreciates the phenomenal
team efforts and admits that without
dedicated team this task would not
have been completed in such short pe-
riod of time. We needed a single vision
as a team to achieve this difficult look-
ing task. Our team worked round the
clock to make this happen and it was
successfully completed in as less as 21
days.

ing more such machines and are
equipped enough to furnish the future
requirements of supplying quality
masks.

Amit Dhabalia envisions the country,
where we don’t need to be dependent
on foreign imports, he firmly believes
that our country has all the necessary
resources, skill set, huge market, favor-
able business conditions and man-
power to produce almost anything in
house. He also believes that it is time
to be self-reliant and hopes to make
this happen in time to come and em-
phasizes on making better quality
products at more affordable rates.
What we need is clear vision and belief
to grow as a nation. Once we decide;
we can achieve anything.

Pelican has always been one of the
leaders, when it comes to printing tech-
nology and this time again it has come
up with such a useful product (Pelican
PN-95 Mask), which is extremely nec-
essary during COVID 19 era and will be
helpful to mankind in a big way in
fighting this pandemic and saving lives.
The company will continue serving the
nation in every possible way concludes

came across was ever growing demand  merous tutorial videos online, con- Amit Dhabalia, One of the founders-Mask Project Pelican has been working on produc-  Amit Dhabalia.
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ANDHRA PRADESH
Delay in test
results, people’s
reluctance to
stay in behind
surge: Officials

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, JULY 28

THE HUGE volume of samples,
the time taken for results to come
and the reluctance of suspected
cases to quarantine themselves
are contributing to spread of
Covid-19 in Andhra Pradesh, ac-
cording to state health officials.

According to the officials, the
test results are taking at least four
days to come and people whose
samples have been collected are
not staying in quarantine till the
results comein. “Our testing num-
bers are high. Large-scale spread
is happening because test results
take atleast four days tocome and
people refuse to stay at home till
the results are out,” Dr A Srikant,
the state’s nodal officer for Covid-
19, told The Indian Express.

“While the results are
awaited, those infected are un-
knowingly spreading it to others.
Only after the result comes pos-
itive, they go into quarantine at
home or at Covid centres. This is
the reason infectionis spreading
so quickly,” he said.

“Trade and business is going
on in full swing across the state,
especially in East Godavari,
Chittoor, Guntur, Anantapur and
Kurnool, and people are moving
across districts without taking ba-
sic precautions. Alarge number of
people are arriving in the state on
trains and going to their native vil-
lages. Many of them are infected
and they are spreading it un-
knowingly in the villages,” Dr
Srikant said.

Andhra Pradesh conducted
62,979 tests on July 27. The state
hasreported 1,10,297 cases sofar.

The districts of East Godavari
(16,063 cases), Kurnool (13,380
cases), Guntur (11,692 cases) and
Anantapur (10,987) have
emerged as hotspots in the state.

Rath Yatra: Gujarat draws HC ire
over ‘passive, yielding’ approach

Amid Covid, govt’s main focus should be protecting health of people, says court

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD, JULY 28

THE GUJARAT High Court has said
itwas disappointed with the “pas-
siveand yieldingapproach” of the
state government over taking a
timely decision on barring the
Rath Yatra in Ahmedabad and
elsewhere in Gujarat last month
inview of the Covid-19 pandemic.

In a detailed judgment dated
July 7 — the HC made it public on
Tuesday — the division bench of
Chief Justice Vikram Nath and
Justice ] B Pardiwala said, “As a sec-
ular body heading the fight
against Covid-19 in the state, the
government’s main focus should
be protecting the health and well-
beingof the people atall cost,even
ifit means hurting religious senti-
ments of some religious leaders.”

The courtobserved: “Within-
fection rates going up and our re-
sources gradually depleting, it is
mandatory to focus on health
rather than religion.... Instead of
takinga firm stance and boldly re-
fusing to allow the Rath Yatra cit-
ing public health reasons, the gov-
ernment chose to follow a policy
of appeasement and coaxing to
convince the religious leaders,
temple authorities and organisers
connected with Shri Jagannath
Rath Yatra to avoid holding the
Rath Yatra processions.

“During a pandemic, we do
not have time for blandishment.
We need action — strong, prag-
matic and robust action.”

The court noted that fora gov-
ernment to function effectively
during a pandemic, it is “param-
ount to have a clear list of priori-
ties” to make quick and effective
decisions. The government, it
said, “cannot, and should not, fol-
low a policy of appeasing cultural
andreligious heads,” since thatis
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Rath yatra chariots were brought inside the Lord Jagannath
Temple in Ahmedabad on June 23. File

not the time to “sit, negotiate and
persuade”.

The bench observed that the
government's nonchalance onthe
issue of religious gatherings may
inturnlead the public to be “incr-
easingly relaxed and easy-going...”

Inarare midnight hearing, ho-
urs before the Rath Yatra on June
23, the High Court had upheld its
stay on the procession in Ahme-
dabad despite the state govern-
mentmovinganapplication, seek-
ing the procession to be permitted
inalimited capacity in the city.

The court had sought explana-
tions from additional chief secre-
tary (home) Sangeeta Singh, state
DGP Shivanand Jha and
Ahmedabad Police Commissioner
Ashish Bhatiaon why an applica-
tion of the Jagannath Temple
trustees seeking permission for
holding the procession was not
decided upon in more than a
month preceding the procession
day.The courthad expressed “as
tonishment” at the inaction by the
senior bureaucrats.

Subsequently, the three offi-
cers had filed affidavits on July 3,

with Sangeeta Singh submitting
that she was “informally given to
understand” by DGP Jha that “be-
fore expressly declining the
permission” to the temple trust,
the commissioners of police,
heads of police range, etc, were
“coordinating with the temple
authorities, organisers, religious
leaders...to arrive at a consensus
regarding cancellation or sym-
bolic celebration in view of the
COVID19 pandemic”.

Reacting to the submissions,
the division bench noted in its
judgment that “what was disap-
pointing was the passive and
yielding approach of the state gov-
ernment.”

Thebench held that the litiga-
tion should not have reached the
court in the first place, and that
public health should take prece-
dence over religious expression,
which is how the state govern-
ment “asasecularbody” mustact.
It underlined that “if the govern-
mentdecides toact feebleand in-
decisive, this would send awrong
message of government priorities
being ambiguous and unclear....In

such critical times, there is no
need to consult or discuss any-
thingrelating to religious practices
with religious leaders, etc, at the
cost of public health. We empha-
sise upon the need to prioritise
protection of public health over
religious expression...”

On permission for religious
processions, the court held, “The
decision as to whether the Rath
Yatra, or any other religious pro-
cession, should be permitted or
not is a matter which predomi-
nantly falls within the domain of
the executive wing (State). Thead-
ministrative authorities, while
considering such a request, must
keep in mind relevant statutory
provisions and administrative cir-
cularsissued by the State... the as-
sessment of the situation should
be based on existing / prevailing
facts and circumstances.”

Thebenchalso remarked that
the HC's decision to stay the pro-
cession had resulted in averting a
“major catastrophe” that could
have “completely derailed the
state government’s fight” against
the pandemic.

Elaborating on this, the order
stated, “The emotional, social and
economic cost of the loss of lives
followingamajor public gathering
would have beendevastating, The
support and understanding sho-
wn by the masses was commend-
able. Despite having their religious
sentiments hurt, most people cor-
rectly understood the public
health concerns behind the can-
cellation of the age-old Rath Yatra.”

The court’s common judg-
ment came in light of two PILs
filed in June, in effect seeking a
stay on the Rath Yatra on June 23
—onewasfiled by Hitesh Chavda,
ajournalist, represented by advo-
cate Aum Kotwal; and another by
Ramesh Marand, represented by
advocate Nandish Thacker.

Bengal extends restrictions till
Aug 31, biweekly curbs to continue

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JULY 28

THE WEST Bengal government on
Tuesday extended the restrictions
inthe state till August 31. The total
lockdown across the state twicea
week will also continue.

Announcing the decision,
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
told reporters, “The biweekly to-
tal lockdown across the state will
alsoremainin place till the end of
next month.”

The state government alsore-
leased dates of the biweekly lock-
down, but revised them twice.

Initially, the Chief Minister an-
nounced 10 dates for the biweekly
shutdown in August. According to
sources in the government, the
administration initially decided to
implement restrictions only on
weekends. However, it then de-
cided to accommodate festivals
and events such as Eid, Raksha
Bandhan and Independence Day.

“We tried toimpose lockdown
on weekends to avoid disturbing
the working days. But, we had to
accommodate some festivals and
other important days. Independ-
ence day and Raksha Bandhan
cannot be ondays of lockdown. So
we had to change the dates,”
Banerjee told reporters.

Later, ata press meet, the Chief
Minister announced a change in

Ahealth worker collects swab samples for Covid-19 testing,
ata police station in Kolkata on Tuesday. Partha Paul

dates as two of the dates an-
nounced earlier coincided with
Ganesh Chaturthi and Muharram.
The number of days when the
state would be under lockdown
was reduced to nine — August 2,
5,8,9,16,17,23,24and 31.

Late on Tuesday night, the
Home Department said lockdown
would not be imposed on August
2 and 9. “After announcing the
statewide complete lockdown
dates...the government has been
receiving requests and appeals
from different quarters not to ob-
serve statewide lockdown on cer-
taindates coinciding with festivals

and important community occa-
sions,” it tweeted. The department
added, “Respecting the sentiments
of the people we are withdrawing
complete lockdown announce-
ment for August 2 and August 9.”

Meanwhile, the Chief Minister
said schools and colleges would
remain closed till the end of
August. However, if the situation
improves, schools can reopen
from September 5, and function
on alternate days, she said.

The Chief Minister also said
that the state had ramped up test-
ing. “Over 16,000 tests are hap-
pening daily,” she said.

Pune hospital nurses withdraw boycott

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JULY 28

AS MANY as 200 nurses of
Jehangir Hospital, who had boy-
cotted work since Sunday to de-
mand better pay, resumed their
duty on Wednesday, said hospital
authorities. “We have assured
salary increments during the next
appraisal  cycle,”  Vinod
Sawantwadkar, CEO of Jehangir
Hospital, told The Indian Express.
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ademics and the general public
against the inclusion of this spe-
ech, whichisanti-national. Roy has
stated that India has unleashed
terror on the non-violent struggle
for the independence of Kashmir.

“We have restored our serv-
ices... during the two days, we
were unable to take in more ad-
missions. However, the hospital
has nearly 145 Covid positive pa-
tients and they are recovering
well,” said Sawantwadkar, adding,
“We have been listening to them,
talking to them and understand-
ing their concerns as a team”.

The nurses had boycotted
work to protest long working
hours and low salaries. Matthew
John, joint secretary of the United

BJP wants Roy speech out
of Calicut varsity textbook

The speech is included in the
textbook ‘Appreciating Prose’,
meant for the third semester of BA
English Language and Literature.
The syllabus was implemented
last year and the text is slated to
be taught in the ongoing third se-
mester.

Dr Abida Farooqi, chairperson
for the university board of studies,
said the speech was recom-
mended by a 10-member com-
mittee last year and attested by
the Academic Council before be-
ingincluded in the syllabus. “The
speech had appeared in periodi-
cals.Sofar,none hasraised any al-

Nurses Association, which had
supported the boycott, said thata
day-long meeting was held,
where authorities and nurses dis-
cussed various issues.

Hospital authorities have in-
formed them that due to the
Covid-19 crisis, raising nurses’
salaries will take some time, said
John. The authorities have also
agreed to give PPE kits, reduce
daily working hours from 12 to
six, and grant a rest period for
nurses.

Delhi, Kolkata
people will add
9 yrs to life if
air pollution
checked: report

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

INDIANS ON average lose 5.2
years of their life due to in-
creased air pollution, and Delhi
and Kolkata stand to gain the
most if air pollution, particularly
concentration of PM 2.5, meets
WHO standards, according to
the annual Air Quality Life Index
(AQLI) brought out by the Energy
Policy Institute at the University
of Chicago (EPIC).

While Delhiites stand to gain
94 yearsif PM 2.5 concentration
drops to 10 micrograms per cubic
metre — the WHO standard —

AHUNT | EMD : > - . .
f =R, “"';f"fﬂ‘m HAME OF WOEK FOTTOE TERDER & 'i'“E {APFRCE.) TN WEBSITE 0F I“EHB"“[' RODEL E’iﬁﬁ“":"“ﬂ'—"" She was introduced by textbook  legationagainstit.Inthe textbook ~ Kolkata residents would gain al-
e - D'm"ggl e RUPEES W 2k g editors Murugan Babuand Abida  committee also, nobodyobjected  most nine years, the report stated.
i T W TECEIFILE [ROUA CAFP AT [H U0 SECTT AT AMEALR 7ITv Ty RG] S TP T TR Farooqi as the sane \{oice who toits ir}clusior}," sh}e said.' If the country meets itsown
ALY DOSTRICT + 2 DTHER WORKS 1005203 N e Pl wepdL-aTbelfihrync in spoke against the hanging of Afzal CalicutUniversity RegistrarDr  standard of 40 micrograms per
RE-LOHETRUCTION OF AGAL CUT MADE BYPUBLIC HEALTH DEFTT. | oty SONTI-THES QO R aT Guru.The hangingwas termedas ~ CLJoshisaidnodecisionhasbeen  cubic metre of PM 2.5 concen-
[FE] FOERENATINOAD | LAEELY mm:nﬂr;nmulﬂb:gg&rm e TR AL BTN (BB TE T 1305 LACS =ayeiietmnders, ey rien st el it e m adark chapterinthe historyofthe  taken, and the Academic Council  tration, the overall gain will be
e v || PRI R FORPAITLNE Cry RARIHUA ATEL] FOWE £ S4.07 T | CADENG DTS O e TIEn 51T 1 | | country”hewrote. . would take adecision after going 2.3 years, it said.
HARRAL 4 57 MCF-L 249) [ MOHINGERSATH DISTAICT. + 2 OTHER 'WORKE 1ZENM e i ihkasakaie =L el swi-amdaamsdBbnien | SurendransaidthatRoyinher  throughtheissue.“We cannotsay The report found Lucknow
SFECIAL AEFAT OF HIZEHPIR A4S HALE HE-ANDERCAAH - DDA ET | speechallegedthatHindusarefas-  whether colleges have unofficially ~ has the highest level of pollution
i CHIVYART- HAHS|- BARTALA-TOHARA-FUHAK U2 TO STWSE BKEDER RN i3 : FOE1L-THER LTI ists. “The text of the speech sho-  decided nottoteachthatspeech,”  inthe country, at 11 times more
| 4 T BRE FATE HAID i ‘ gt £ 50 LGS ety e eriderc beprecimn - = 7 cists. e o) P P 3 ry,
i/ "Tr‘;':'e Eﬁ%mf‘ﬁf}?&;ﬁ;}g il B i b sl i uldberemoved fromthesyllabus.”  he added. particulate concentration than is
WRHIAL FEPAIR. FOR. 1 NG 1352 52T AMD A NG ECC SFT AFER dlger'rclled aCCfeLptéible by WICFIIO-
| . HOUSES REVERILE STAFF QUARTER RO OTHER RESIGENTIAL HOUSES | 2500200 , _— [ 302200 I : “Residents of Lucknow stand to
[ B | PWORARSORPAT. |\ W SECT. AT SOMIPAT IN SORPAT CSSTT. FOR THE VEML M. | 13.08.2030 AN M O el g 0w b L m New Oknla Industrial Development Authorily - IS EAET ERERNN AR m—-
21, + EOTHER ' WIRKS Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida, G.B. Nagar (U.P.) if pollution persists,” it stated.
| EARTH FILLIWG N THE CAMFLUS OF [ B R AMEECKAA MATIDAAL .07 20 ; = [T ipe ; —— e 1 oy N
: [ | P BRE. SORPAT. LAWY L [VERSITY AT RAT [N SORIPRT GISTT. = 1 GTIIEE WOAKS 1778203 I.?‘.T.E! :HIS- e e el hepnksin | pet-pentiasnepe e icn| Website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com . India 5}}_4]31]1101'1 pfop]e live
PALWICING WG AND ALLILD WWORE M DML AT AESARDH GISTT, TN A [ E4-22E5058: | X in areas where annual average
7| e R R caRpAL 4 17 OTHER WAOREE 15 28 301 ldnaic Kl mders: brpcnikn froed et b i » E-TENDERNOTICE particulate pollution level ex-
| TERETRUCTISN OF (1) MAIH ENTRRRCE GETE 103 THE URS SRS FEET A | E-Tender are invited from firms/contractors registered with UPLC Lucknow for ceeds the WHO guideline,” the
R (HEAR MEDITAL MORE AND | 3) ENTRAMIE GATE ASD FRRSING TH Fgof. ] o = gty the following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and same shall be g e
| frosriiinists WICE CPANIICALOE'S OFFICE, F7, B0 SHARMA [H UHIVERSITY OF .08 el i .."..L.Fd i opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The details and report noted. _Elghty four per
HEALTH SCISHCES, AOHTAE » T CTHER INGRKS Gy, 2 ditions ofall tend ilable on NOIDA Authority's official website: cent(people)live in areas where
- ETIL SR, E-TERDEE FHL MECHINES, CPERMARIED A LEATAL TSRS + 3 | S0t , ¥ o conditions otaltenders are avayiable on uthority’s official WEDSIE: § | i ex ceeds India’s own air quality
|4 BTN CTHEE 1CEES 13,02 303 LED LS Py e NS Pep T O BEA- B4 1AL www.noidaauthorityonline.com & http://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to standard..”
TS AN WIAER BUFFLT SCHEME FOR ROV see these websites for any changes/famendments & corrigendum etc. The renl.)ort also said that 248
’] FUMCTIOAAL BRUIGEHOLR TAF COHNVECTIDN 87T LAYING OF OO -~ . .
PUELE HERLTH PIELIRE |4 BALAKCE STRESTS UHIEL [AL FEEVEH MIESI 7 ST NN =yl el mae by ecin [N FT-TE 400 S.No.| JOBNO NAME OF WORK AMOUNT RS. mllllonpeoplemnorth[ndlaare
| B ERGIMESAIRS X ; el st EEOLLACS | TEWDEAL A ILO0 HRV_I3VERE 1 4 o b ) — Ktol han eich
CERRTMENC AMLy | TWELLE T4 VILL AMIN, CISTT. EURLICSHETRA 4D FRONTDING 3 1008201 SR paTanzd i hest A pA | 1| 08/GM(R) | PIL Thermoplastic paint on zebra| 6223588.80 on track to lose more than eight
" = M, TIEY 18 PLACE 8 IAILED TRAsELL, 1 WILL, DEEG & BAARE, = ISM(NTC) | strips, stop line, parking line on atta years of life expectancy if the
CISTT. EUBLIESHETRA END AT, RS, EI5IY- + T{THEL Waes | ' ' X llution levels persist
= LAV CF L P11 LINES, [ EALANCE STRESTE AHD PROVIDIG /202021 |peer to sector-54 T-point and potiu > PersISt. ;
|51 e | PUNCTICHSL HOUSEHOLD TAP COMMECTION 1N VILLAGE CHAADTEA | 22072030 e R DUECHIEIA5ET Aghapur road Sector-12, 22 X-ing to Four countries accounting for
[ ETRTAET Pt FUELIFRUA AND ALL OTHER WS CONTINGERT THERETY, + 1) (5 18,003 ! Rl e eyt s genm Sector-100 T-Point, Noida. nearly a quarter of the world’s
GTHER RIERRS ) I population — Bangladesh, India,
HELATIN AID WATER Which can be uploaded by date 12.08.2020 upto 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification Nepal and Pakist 1
= i = shall be opened/downloaded on date 13.08.2020 at 11.00 AM €pal and Fakistan — are also
| 1 P EONEIRLE TN [ 41 M. S A TOR RE i rels 130 LATS WP, S iy nicis Bty hooum among the most polluted, it
GEFARTHINT, AQUITEES G OES, EYPLETED: BCK SRS 1508000 : : : Dy. General Manager g ’
S7Es, Noida Traffic Cell reported.
. PANCHARAT] Ru3 [CHET, OF COMMUHITY CERTRE AT WILLA0E GARHE BHELGH, AN e e P
1 PAAIFAT ELDEK PAAIPAT + 1 THER WOAKS 06.05.2020 Ay e Pt elar. B S Y CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA
I s e mhmmmwrunmé‘wgﬂmumwm (T3] ﬁ;ﬁﬂ o BB rferbin b s g e
il o | HGE HOWIEDGE ENTER NTVILLAGE WAL GBS0 | 28 7 000 : PTTTTYCTTRE E— ' @ GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA [LEITT) [o S
|19 | PARETHATATE Al 51554 AR 10 WK (FTHER WOEES i 1,14 C3RD etV st b B L Fet
AU TIOHEL TEPUTY lu:.r"- T
COMMISETOHER, UM REPAIRREFLATEMEAT CF MIODULE (RATTEAY CELL) POU LT AN - I . ol B 1 | pomng | =3 | WIMTE TSGR | RSO OTHINCIAAT
B OEFPAMECTOFFIER | ELECTROWIC CIRCUIT OF 5000 OFF GAIT5PY SOWER FLANT, 1106 203 LS i f o] Rl forias - i i
KRS HETRA — T | i
[ "HLTRI FORTATE, | CLEAHING SORTTATRO R FIOUE KEEFIHG SERVIES CTVITIES | 200000 " : | e e Lara , i | e | n
e wli SERNDCES AND OTHER ACTIVITIES 17,06.313] M ant T AN e [T
[ e | FUTRRA ROADRIYS, | PROVIDIVEISUPLITNG OF SOLLEDYSEN SOLED MUPOWELDY | 2807020 Bk T i e o I [P N
5 HIH OUTECURCING SERVICE F0R TECHAICIAN SERVICE Goeang | St | M Y AT AT R A, e 1 s P
| LR
| - o bEEiiedes hrinicn | DT A el Dt O AT A GG w1 |
[ | FReSTIRE CAME A FLANTATION + 2 CTHER Wokees S | e TENDER 40 L | mmennames s L DL | N T — —
| ! ¥ MO0 HAY 130 1+ 3 OTHER PRSI | g e AL THEE PR OGN HEHTI | FRELE, e
i e F.'.r:l-.l-';.l.l.::.!.llllt\;'l.':l.:;ih?: '::1. I_:E\,-.“ Yo
\srsrmme FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT ; www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www. etenders.hry.nfc.ln R TR RO ATy VT sk By g T S

o

New Delhi



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, WEDNESDAY, JULY 29,2020

EXPRESS NETWORK

VIKAS DUBEY ENCOUNTER

SC rejects pleas

for former DGP’s @t OIL’s Baghj

removal from
probe commission

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

THE SUPREME Court Tuesday re-
jected petitions seeking removal
of former UP DGPKL Gupta from
the three-member commission
setup toinquire into the killing of
gangster Vikas Dubey in a police
encounter on grounds of bias.

“He is not taking sides in the
controversy. He has also said the
inquiryis goingonand they willbe
punished... You are only looking
atone partofit,” said CJISABobde,
headinga three-judge bench com-
prising Justices ASBopannaand V
Ramasubramanian.

Advocates Ghanshyam Upad-
hyay and Anoop Awasthi, whore-
ferred to Gupta’s remarks to the
media purportedly supporting the
police version of the encounter,
were told by the (JI that the former
DGP had takena “balanced view”.

“Why are you worried? There
isan SCjudge, a High Court judge
also, on the panel. The inquiry
commission will not be vitiated
because of one officer;” the CJI said.

Initially, the bench seemed
concerned by Gupta’s reported re-
marks. The (JI told Solicitor Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta, who appeared
for the UP government, that “one
of your members, this DGP, has
takena public stand that’s not ap-
propriate..youneed tofileareply”.

Mehta then took the bench
through the entire statement of
Gupta. “He says there will be an
inquiry. This was before the
Commission of inquiry was cre-
ated...He only said let inquiry
happen, a petitionis there and the
court will decide,” Mehta said.

The CJI then told Upadhyay
that “we were with you initially”
but the “officer has said if after in-

quiry heis found guilty, he will be
punished”.

The Indian Expresson July 23 re-
ported thatthe ex-DGP,inadebate
on India Today TV, said it was not
right to doubt the police over the
encounter. Asked about his re-
marks, Gupta had told The Indian
Express, “Once we are made a part
of theinquiry, we should not speak
much on the process... We will be
objective and fair to the inquiry.”

When Upadhyay referred to
Gupta’s remarks to say that he is
biased, the bench asked “why are
you casting aspersions on him”.

When Upadhyay argued that
Gupta had preconceived notions
oftheincidentand thatthereisno
reason why other officials cannot
be appointed, the bench asked
“what'syourinterestin havingan-
other officer appointed”.

Awasthireferred to Gupta'sre-
marks to news agency PTI, saying
that he had said that the police
version must be accepted at face
value. But Mehta said “the state-
ment should be read further”.

“Inatrialalsoyou first take the
chargesheet and you accept it.
Accepting doesn’t mean you be-
lieve it...A right-minded person
who reads the whole statement
will not believe this man is bi-
ased,” the CJI said.

The UP government had first
set up a one-member commis-
sion under former Allahabad HC
judge Justice (retired) Shashi
Kant Agarwal to probe Dubey’s
killing. However, the Supreme
Court asked it to expand the
panel by including a former SC
judge and ex-police officer. On
July 22, the court approved the
new commission headed by for-
mer SCjudge Justice (retired)BS
Chauhan, Gupta and Justice (re-
tired) Agarwal.

UP Police recover
body of accountant
who was abducted

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, JULY 28

IN ANOTHER case of abduction
and murder in Uttar Pradesh, po-
lice in Kanpur Dehat on Tuesday
recovered the decomposed body
of a27-year-old accountant who
had gone missing on July 16.
Police have arrested a truck
owner, 35-year-old Subodh
Saxena, who has confessed to
killing Brijesh Kumar for ransom.
The decomposed body of Brijesh
was recovered from a dry well
outside his village, Chaura.
According to police, Brijesh
and Subodh were friends and
knew each other for along time.
While Brijesh worked as an ac-
countant at a truck-weighing
shop, Subodh was a truck owner.
“Debt-ridden Subodh
planned the kidnapping of
Brijesh to extort money from his
family. On the night of July 16,
Subodh reached Brijesh’s shop
ina car. After Brijesh wrapped up
his work, Subodh asked him to
sit in his car where he offered

him cold drinks laced with
drugs. Subodh then killed Brijesh
by strangulating him. He later
dumped his body in a dry well.
When Brijesh's family called on
his cellphone, Subodh picked up
the call and demand Rs 20 lakh
for hisrelease,” Kanpur Dehat SP
Anurag Vats said, adding that
Subodh has confessed his crime.

Laterin the day, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath directed Kanpur
Dehat police to consider invoking
National Security Act (NSA)
against the accused and put the
case on a fast track. He also told
the police to find if there was any
lapse on their part and an-
nounced Rs 5 lakh as compensa-
tion to the victim’s family.

This is the sixth such case of
kidnapping in the state in this
month.

With a series of cases of kid-
napping and murder taking
place in the state, DGP HC
Awasthy on Tuesday directed
district police chiefs to expedite
investigation of kidnapping
cases and ensure safe recovery
of victims.

NGT panel red-flags violations

JAY MAZOOMDAAR &
SHIVAM PATEL
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

POINTING OUT that OIL “does
not have, till date, the required
consent to establish and/or con-
sent to operate to either carry
outdrilling and testing of hydro-
carbons in Well Baghjan-5,” a
panel of experts set up by the
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
has flagged a series of violations
in the company's Baghjan proj-
ectin Assam's Tinsukia where a
gas well erupted on May 27.

In a preliminary report, the
panel has recommended
“scrutiny of all existing projects
of OILin Assam” in view of “seri-
ous and grave infraction against
the statutory environmental
safeguards”.

Thereport blamed “deficiency
in understanding” and “proper
planning of critical operations” for
the blowout. “There was a clear
mismatch between planningand
itsexecutionatsite and deviations
from the standard operating pro-
cedure. There were serious defi-
ciencies, of proper levels of super-
vision of critical operation at the
wellsite, both from the contractor
as well as from OIL,” it said.

Among several instances it
referred to, the report said “the

AYODHYA EVENT

OIL workers at the site of the blowout on July 22. Courtesy: OIL

well gave more than one hour to
take some corrective measures
but precious time was lost in de-
cision making as no senior offi-
cers were at site, only telephonic
discussions were going on”.

The report further said that
OIL did not have the mandatory
prior environmental clearance
for the project. It noted that
while OIL started operations in
Baghjan Well No 5 in November
2006, the clearance was not
sought until November 2007 --
itwas granted only in 2011.

The committee also noted that
the companywas yet to conducta
biodiversity impact assessment
study as mandated by a Supreme

Courtorder thatallowed it to seek
clearance for exploring hydrocar-
bons under Dibru Saikhowa
National Parkin 2017.

Set up under former Gauhati
High Court judge B P Katakey on
July 2, the Committee of Experts
submitted its preliminary report
to the NGT on July 24.

According to the report, the
panel found “conclusive evi-
dence” of “violations and non-
compliance by OIL of key envi-
ronmental safeguards and safety
oversight that appears to render
the environmental protections”
guaranteed under various laws
“ineffective.”

The well continues to remain

Dos and don’ts for TV include
no ‘controversial’ parties

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, JULY 28

THE Ayodhya district administra-
tion has directed that news chan-
nels seeking to cover the bhoomi
pujan of the Ram temple next
week must give an undertaking
not to invite any “vivadit pak-
shakar (controversial party)” for
any debate. The undertaking also
requires them to ensure no com-
ment is made on any religion,
community or sect, or any spe-
cific individual.

As per the format devised by
the districtadministration, the un-
dertaking says heads of electronic
media houses would be held ac-
countable in case of any law and
order situation arising because of
a channel. “Kanoon vyavastha ko
banaye rakhajayega tatha agar kisi
prakar se koi garbari hogi to iski
Jjimmedari meri vyaktigat roop se
hogi (Law and order would be
maintained and if there is any-
thing untoward then it would be
my personal responsibility),” says
the undertaking, to be signed by
heads of media houses.

The format, sent to news
channels, requires permissions
to be taken under nine heads, in-
cluding that a private indoor

Preparations in Ayodhya ahead of the August 5 event. P

space has been identified for a
programme and no public place
selected for the purpose.

On parties to be called for de-
bates on shows, the undertaking
seeks a guarantee that “iss
karikaram mein kisi vivadit pak-
shakar ko nahi bulaya jayega (no
controversial litigant would be
invited for this programme)”. No
comment can be made on any
“dharma, sampradaya, pant (re-
ligion, community or sect)",ora
“vyakti vishesh (any specific in-
dividual)".

The channels have been told
to ensure social distancing is
maintained, there is no crowd or

audience at their recording apart
from panelists, and masks are
worn by those attending.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
Deputy Director, Information,
Murli Dhar Singh said, “Media
would have no problem covering
the event, all the arrangements
are being made. There would be a
separate media centre, and live
telecast. In order to maintain law
and order and considering Covid,
news channels would have to
take prior permission and ensure
thereis no public gathering, there
are no controversial statements
and that proper protocol is
maintained.”

J&K: Poster tells women to not post dance videos

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 28

THE JAMMU and Kashmir Police
on Tuesday seized two posters in
Kishtwar town, one of which said
women would be shot in the feet
if they did not stop posting dance
videos on social media and the
other asking residents to stay
away from security forces.

70% OF WORLD’S TIGERS IN INDIA, SAYS JAVADEKAR

Tiger population rlsmg at 6% per annum from 20006-18: report

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

UNION MINISTER for
Environment, Forests and
Climate Change, Prakash
Javadekar, on Tuesday released
the detailed Status of Tigers
Report 2018. According to the re-
port, released on the eve of
Global Tiger Day, tigers were ob-
served to be increasing at a rate
of 6 per cent per annum in India
from 2006 to 2018.

"There were nine tiger re-
serves when Project Tiger
started in 1973. Now, India has
50 tiger reserves. Seventy per
cent of the world’s tigers are in
India and the conservation effort
has been a huge success...We are
ready to help the other 13 coun-
tries with tiger ranges in con-

serving, capacity building and
training in tiger conservation.
The ministry will also start a wa-
ter and fodder scheme within
the reserves so that less animals
stray out of these reserves and
this minimalises animal-human
conflict,” Javadekar said.

DG Forests Sanjay Kumar,
meanwhile, said since the tiger
was an “umbrella species”, its
conservation enables the conser-
vation of their entire ecosystems.
“Many studies have shown that
these reserves harbour new
species, which are found practi-
cally every year. Tiger reserves
have also improved the water
regimesinregions where they are
located, improving groundwater
tables and other water bodies,
thus contributing favourably to
the climate," said Kumar.

But while tiger populations

Both posters bear the name
of Hizbul Mujahideen.

Written in English, one of the
posters was pasted on the main
door of ahouse, reading: “Those
girls who are uploading their
dancing videos on social media
are warned either stop doing
these evil deeds or be ready for
legshot”.

The other poster, written in
Urdu and pasted on the wind-

Union Minister Prakash Javadekar with MoS Babul Supriyo
atabook release in New Delhi on Tuesday. Prem Nath Pandey

remain stable in the country, the
report warns that with the pop-
ulations being confined to small
Protected Areas, some of which
have habitat corridors that per-
mit tiger movement between

them, “most of the corridor habi-
tatsin India are not protected ar-
eas,and are degrading due to un-
sustainable human use and
developmental projects”.
There have been gains and

screen of a car, asked people to
stay away from security forces
and police personnel.

Kishtwar SSP Harmeet Singh
said they have registered a case
in the matter.

The posters appeared nearly
two months after the J&K Police
and security forces, in a major
setback to Hizbul Mujahideen,
killed one militant in Doda and
arrested another from Kishtwar.

losses in individual landscapes,
says the report. Most of these
variations have taken place in
habitat pockets with low density.

Tiger occupancy has in-
creased in Madhya Pradesh and
Andhra Pradesh. The former also
registered a substantial increase
in tiger population, and along
with Karnataka, ranks highestin
tiger numbers.

The Northeast has, mean-
while, suffered losses in popula-
tion. The tiger status in
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and
Odisha has steadily declined,
which the report stated “is a
matter of concern”.

The largest contiguous tiger
population in the world of about
724 tigers was found in the
Western Ghats (Nagarhole-
Bandipur-Wayanad-Mudumalai-
Satyamangalam-BRT block).

an project

on fire since the explosion on
June 9 after the blowout, which
has displaced more than 9,000
people from their homes into 10
relief camps. The report said the
fallout has “severely affected”
the areainaradius of 6 km from
the well, close to the Dibru-
Saikhowa National Park and
Maguri-Motapung wetland.
“The impact assessment re-
port of the WII (Wildlife Institute
of India) states that high levels of
carcinogenic Polycyclic Aromatic
Hydrocarbons pollutants, which
have been found in the ecosystem
surrounding the site of incident,
will eventually percolate into the
ground and even contaminate the
groundwater,” the report warned.
The committee has recom-
mended interim compensation to
the affected families: Rs 25 lakh
for houses that were completely
destroyed, Rs 10lakh for those se-
verely damaged, and Rs 2.5 lakh
for those moderately damaged.
Meanwhile, in an update on
the blowout posted on its official
Twitter account Tuesday, OIL
listed various measures that were
“inprogress” under “Environment
Impact Assessment” and “prepa-
ration for capping the well”. It also
said thata “survey for assessment
of damage for compensation...is
in progress”,and that 2,258 fami-
lies had been surveyed till july 27.

Ahmedabad cops
summon activist
against CAA for
‘criminal acts’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JULY 28

THE AHMEDABAD Police issued
a showcause notice to an anti-
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA) activist Kaleem Siddiqui,
asking why he should not be ex-
terned from the city and three
adjoining districts for the next
two years for his alleged involve-
ment in criminal activities.

Kaleem Siddiqui, 39, was one
of the organisers of the two-
month Shaheen Bagh-like anti-
CAA agitation in Ahmedabad.
The protest which started on
January 14 was called off on
March 14 due to the pandemic.

Siddiquireceived a showcause
notice from the office of ACP‘A’ di-
vision of Ahmedabad City police,
inwhich he hasbeen summoned
on July 30 around 12 pm to ex-
plain himself as to why he should
not be externed from Ahmedabad
city, Ahmedabad rural, Mehsana,
Kheda and Gandhinagar for two
years.

The notice further mentions
ten anonymous complaints
against Siddiqui where the com-
plainants have claimed Siddiqui
allegedly assaulted them.

Identifying himself as a free-
lance journalist and activist,
Siddiqui claims that the anony-
mous complaints against himare
bogus in nature. “I will take the
matter to Gujarat High Court be-
cause even the notice of summon-
ing me for banishment has noba-
sis,” he told The Indian Express.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, MA Patel, ACP Adivision
said, “There are two FIRs against
him and we are checking if they
were made on technical basis or
his involvement was there. The
decision to extern him will be
taken after that.”

THE ENUMERATION

New Delhi: The fourth cycle of
the national tiger status as-
sessment 2018-19 covered
381,400 km of forested habi-
tats in 20 states. A foot survey
of 5,22,996 km was done for
carnivore signs and prey
abundance estimation. In
these forests, 3,17,958 habitat
plots were sampled for vege-
tation, human impacts and
prey dung. Camera traps were
deployed at 26,838 locations,
with the total effective area
sampled about 1,21,337 km.
The effort invested in the sur-
vey was over 6,20,795 man-
days. It is believed this is the
largest effort in any wildlife
survey till date globally. ENS

New Delhi

ELGAAR PARISHAD CASE

HC directs Mumbai
hospital to produce
Varavara’s medical
reports in 3 days

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 28

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Tuesday directed the Nanavati
Super-Specialty Hospital to sub-
mit a health report of Telugu
poet and activist Varavara Rao,
anaccused in the Elgaar Parishad
case, within three days from the
time the hospital received com-
munication on the court’s order.

Adivision bench of Justices R
D Dhanukaand V G Bishtalso di-
rected the hospital to elaborate
onthe line of treatment given to
Rao, who had tested positive for
the novel coronavirus on July 16.

“Nanavati Hospital is di-
rected to submit a report as per
nature of the treatment given to
the petitioner and his health sta-
tusin three days from the date of
communication of this order,”
the bench said. The court said it
will examine the report and then
consider a plea filed by Rao’s
family seeking a copy of such
report.

On Tuesday, the high court
also permitted Rao’s family
members to visit Rao in the hos-
pital. “In view of the statement
made by Additional Solicitor
General Anil Singh, family mem-
bers of the petitioner are permit-
ted to visit Rao, who is admitted
at Nanavati Hospital, subject to
hospital protocol and in accor-

HC rejects bail
plea of ex-DU
prof Saibaba

Nagpur: Nagpur bench of the
Bombay High Court on
Tuesday denied temporary
bail to former Delhi
University professor G N
Saibaba, who is serving a life
sentence in Nagpur Central
Prison.

A bench comprising
Justice Atul Chandurkar and
Justice Amit Borkar rejected
his bail plea, which had been
sought on two grounds -- his
co-morbid health problems
and the need to see his ail-
ing mother, who is on her
deathbed, in Hyderabad.

“We are not inclined to
grant bail,” stated the bench
after hearing arguments
from both sides.

Saibaba, who is wheel-
chair bound, was convicted
under the UAPA for “links
with Maoists and indulging
in activities amounting to
waging a war against the
country. ENS

dance with government norms
in respect of the Covid-19
patient.”

Thakurs ‘prevent’
cremation of Dalit
woman in Agra
village, probe ordered

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JULY 28

THE AGRA police on Tuesday be-
gan a probe after a Dalit family
was allegedly not allowed to cre-
mate body of a woman at a cre-
mation site meant for upper
castes and was forced to perform
the last rites at another place.

The incident occurred at
Kakarpura village under the
Achhnera police station limits on
July 20.

Pooja, belonging to the Nat
community, died due to compli-
cations caused after her second
delivery one-and-a-half years
ago, said her family, adding that
her body was taken to the the
cremation ground in the village.

Pooja’s father-in-law Brijpal
(60) on Tuesday alleged, “She
died on July 19 due to some com-
plications. The land where we
are supposed to perform the last
rites has been encroached upon
by people from the Thakur com-
munity and sold off. On July 20,
we took the body to the crema-
tion ground where people from
the Thakur community inter-
rupted the proceedings. They

said we can’t perform the last
rites here as it is for the Thakur
community. We pleaded with
them to allow us to undertake
the last rites, but they did not lis-
ten. Left with no choice, we took
the body to a different cremation
ground for the Nat community
in another villge.”

Asked why they did not lodge
a police complaint, Brijpal said,
“We did not want a dispute. We
are very poor and can’t take on
the people as they are affluent.”

Agra Additional SP (West)
Ravi Kumar said a probe has been
ordered into the matter. “We
took suo moto cognizance of the
issue after seeing reports in me-
diaand had sent a police team to
inquire into the matter. No writ-
ten complaint was received from
the family of Pooja, but we are
getting the matter probed by
Circle Officer (Achhnera) BS Veer
Kumar and action will be taken
accordingly,” Kumar said.

BSP chief Mayawati tweeted
about the incident: “This is a
shameful and condemnable inci-
dent. To stop such incidents from
happening again, the state gov-
ernment should order a high-level
probe and take strict action...”

ASTHANA CORRUPTION PROBE

SC declines to stop
Bassi transfer order

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

THE SUPREME Court on Tuesday
declined to interfere with the or-
der transferring CBI DSP A K
Bassi to Port Blair. Bassi was the
investigating officer in the case
of corruption against former CBI
special director Rakesh Asthana.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice S A Bobde, however,
sought to know why he had not
joined duty in Port Blair.

The bench, also comprising
Justices A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian, said it did
not want to interfere at this stage
and asked Bassi to approach the
appropriate forum for relief.

Senior Advocate Rajeev
Dhavan, appearing for Bassi,
then sought permission to with-
draw the plea. Allowing this, the
courtadded in the order that “all
contentions are left open”.

Dhavan pointed out that the

SC had earlier allowed him to
make a representation against
the transfer, which he did, and
the transfer order was with-
drawn by the then director on
January 9, 2019. However, this
was reversed on January 11 by a
new director who restored the
transfer, he added. “Do I follow
the SC order or this new order?”
Dhavan asked, adding that the
January 11 order “is in the teeth
of the SCjudgement”.

The CJ1, however, told him “if
you say that this order is incor-
rect, you still have to follow it”.

Dhavanreplied that the court
had granted permission to file
representation. The bench
pointed out that the previous or-
der of the court had not given
any protection to Bassi.

Dhavan said Bassi would
move the Central Administrative
Tribunal and sought protection
from the chargesheet until then.
The bench however declined the
relief.
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WORDLY WISE
THE POWER TO TAX IS THE POWER TO DESTROY.
— JOHN MARSHALL
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RAJBHAVAN DHARMA

Rajasthan Governor’s role in current crisis reinforces impression
that office takes cue from Centre, not Constitution

HE POLITICALTURMOIL in Rajasthan has, once again, shone unflattering light
on the office of the governor. On Monday, Governor Kalraj Mishra stalled the
Ashok Gehlot government’s recommendation for an assembly session. A
few days ago, he vetoed the state government’s proposal for a floor test. The
governor has said that “the Raj Bhavan has no intention of not calling an assembly session”
and asked the state government to submit a fresh proposal. But his repeated queries and
the delay in convening the assembly — citing the COVID situation, among other reasons
— invite questions about his commitment to play by the book in a scenario in which nei-
ther of the leading players seems to be playing with a straight bat. By all accounts, the
chief minister himself has vacillated in the last few days on the question of the floor test.

Articles 163 and 174 of the Constitution deal with the governor’s role in convening an
assembly session. The latter gives Raj Bhavan the power to summon, “the House or each
house of Legislature to meet at such time and place as he thinks fit”. However, the Supreme
Court has removed any confusion that might arise over the governor’s discretion in the
matter. In 2016, in Nabam Rebia and Bamang Felix vs Deputy Speaker, the Court referred to
discussions in the Constituent Assembly and noted that the framers of the Constitution,
“decided not to vest discretion with the Governor, in the matter of summoning and dis-
solving the House, or Houses of the State Legislature.” Observing that the governor was
a nominee of the president, the SC said that “such a nominee cannot have overriding
powers over the representatives of the people who constitute the House or Houses of
the State Legislature and/or even the executive government functioning under the Council
of Ministers with the Chief Minister as its head”.

Accusations of political partisanship, or failure to abide by the letter and spirit of the
Constitution, have for long dogged the governor’s office. But it was in the 1980s and 1990s,
when it became common for individuals still in active politics to be ensconced in Raj Bhavans,
that charges of blatant politicisation of the gubernatorial office became more frequent. In
1994, the SC's landmark Bommai judgment sought to curb the misuse of Article 356 to un-
seat state governments led by parties opposed to the ruling party at the Centre, and laid
down clear limits of the governor’s authority. However, the trend of governors exceeding their
briefin the formation and bringing down of governments has persisted. The governor’srole
has been questioned at least six times after the Narendra Modi government assumed office
— the Supreme Court has been called to intervene on three occasions. These interventions
have meant that however politically murky Rajasthan’s crisis might be, its legal and consti-
tutional aspects are lucid. Against this backdrop, the Rajasthan Governor’s procrastination
in convening the assembly session only confirms the widely held impression that the high
office may be taking its cues from the Centre, not the Constitution.

RUNNING DRY

GST Council must decide on how to protect states’ GST
revenues, reduce uncertainty

HE ISSUE OF compensating states for the shortfall in their goods and services
tax (GST) collections has been contentious. Several states have argued that
the Centre has been delaying the compensation owed to them due to lower
collections through the compensation cess route. To address this issue, on
Monday, the Central government announced that it had released Rs 13,806 crore to states
for the compensation owed to them for March 2020, also noting that the entire amount
upto 2019-20 had been released. According to the data, as against cess collections of Rs
95,444 crore, the total compensation paid to states stands at a staggering Rs 1.65 lakh
crore in 2019-20, underlining the extent of slippage in state GST collections in 2019-20.
The situationis likely to worsen this year. With economic activity likely to remain well be-
low pre-COVID levels, state GST collections will fall well short of expectations. Collections
through the compensation cess will not be enough to offset the shortfall in states’ revenues
as measured against their protected revenue growth. As income from GST accounts for
asignificant share of state revenue, this needs attending to.
The GST Council, in which the Centre effectively has a veto, is expected to meet shortly
to deliberate on this issue. While the rationale for assuring states a fixed growth rate of 14
per cent for their GST collections can be debated — linking it to nominal GDP growth may
have been a better alternative — not abiding by its promise is certainly not in line with the
spirit of cooperative federalism espoused by the Centre. It will set a bad precedent. The
challenge, therefore, facing the GST council is two-fold: First, how to compensate states for
the greater than expected shortfall this year, and second, whether or not the compensa-
tion cess should be extended beyond the five-year period that was originally agreed upon.
Several options have been debated. First, market borrowing has been discussed as a
possible way out of this quagmire. However, its legality will need to be examined. Hiking
tax rates, or the compensation cess, may not be appropriate at the current juncture. With
states also likely to witness a significant shortfall in tax devolution this year, as compared
to the budget estimates, further shortfalls in their revenue, despite the additional bor-
rowing space, will severely restrict their spending. Given that states are at the forefront
of fighting the COVID pandemic, the council must ensure adequate flow of resources to
them, and reduce the uncertainty in state finances.

IPPL IN THE DESERT

Amid the pandemic, a long lost romance could be recreated, a
new chapter could begin

TSEEMS EVEN the pandemic cannot prevent another edition of the Indian Premier
League from rolling forth. With the Emirates Cricket Board confirming the Indian
counterpart’s intent and interest in shifting the premier domestic tournament to
the UAE, it would be only a matter of clearing the ministerial and bureaucratic for-
malities before the world’s best cricketers descend in the country for the 13th edition of
the league, tentatively scheduled from mid-September to early November. Though there
could be logistical hurdles, the league won't be trimmed or crunched, it will run the full
course. The authorities might allow spectators as well. The UAE could be an oasis for cricket
enthusiasts, like it has been for Pakistan cricket since the Lahore shootings in 2009.

Cricket in the Gulf would surely whip up nostalgia and romance for cricket watchers
of a certain vintage, those who have grown up watching the game in the '80s and '90s,
when the annual summer fixtures in Sharjah had the fervour of a World Cup. Some of the
most remarkable (and heartbreaking) moments were etched in Sharjah. The Sachin
Tendulkar knocks, Miandad six, Javed hat-trick or those Friday finals — memories that de-
fine personalities, rivalries, teenage and early adulthood.

But the times have changed and it may well be that the romance of Sharjah cricket
would never be recreated. Yet the reacquaintance of Indian cricket with the UAE could be
significant on several grounds. First, it would assure fans that this year’s IPL would not be
suspended, saving the board, franchises and players several millions. Second, the UAE
could always be a buffer venue in the future in times of crisis. Third, it could pave the way
for India-Pakistan encounters if the political weather clears between the two countries.

President Xi’s long game

genius, who believes he will shape a Chinese Century

World is dealing with a leader driven by sense of his own

Viyay GOKHALE

OVER THE LAST six months, in the shadow
of COVID-19, President Xi Jinping has be-
come China’s Supreme Leader.

The July 15 issue of the Chinese
Communist Party journal, Qiushi (Seeking
Truth), has declared in an editorial that it is
the highest duty of all Chinese to “safeguard
the core position of General Secretary Xi
Jinping”. It then, astonishingly, goes on to
make crystal clear that “to safeguard the core
position of General Secretary Xi Jinping
means only Xi Jinping and no other individ-
ual.” Inshort, there is no other leader and no
power-centre other than Xi.

It took many years for Mao Zedong to
dominate a party that he had literally built
and led tovictory. Even then, at the height of
his power, he was still compelled to share au-
thority at times with others like Liu Shaoqi
and Zhou Enlai, and PLA Marshals Zhu De
and Ye Jianying.

President Xi Jinping, by contrast, appears
to have managed this in a mere six years af-
ter 2013, and within just the past six months,
he seems to have risen to the position of
Supreme Leader of China. His red pedigree
as well as his family’s experiences of power
and deprivation may have given him his
sense of entitlement and desire for power,
but it is not the whole explanation.

It is worth recalling that he was chosen
as general secretary in November 2012, be-
cause the party feared that Bo Xilai, another
Red Child of the Revolution, displayed dan-
gerous traits of megalomania and Maoism.
Xi had given no hint of such traits. Bo Xilai
was handsome, flamboyant and media-
friendly; Xi was modest in both dress and de-
meanour and, in a word, underwhelming.
Such comparison is important to compre-
hend how he rose without being viewed as
a “threat”. Those who encountered him be-
fore 2012 tended to judge him only by his ap-
pearance or outward demeanour. Perhaps
for this reason, people misjudge him still.

A rare interview that he gave in August
2000 to a Chinese journal revealed three
qualities: Persistence, patience and a strong
belief in himself. He admitted that politics
was arisky business and he was playing the
long game. In his words, “once you have gone
into politics, it is like crossing a river. No mat-
ter how many obstacles you meet, there is
only one way, and that is forward.” He was
not to be deterred by obstacles: “If you have
aposition on something, the thing is to stick

The pandemic was a ‘black
swan’, but Xi sensed
opportunity. In his own
words, in an interview, ‘If you
want to become a general you
must be able to win a battle...
Even if you have the ability to
win battles, you don’t have
battles every day, in particular
not in times of peace. Only if
there are battles, there are
opportunities. One can say
that only if a chance should
arise and you make use of it
right away, you will succeed.”
Xi saw his chance and acted
swiftly. After declaring victory
over COVID-19 in early April,
Xi has deftly moved to
remove the last vestiges of
opposition. Earlier this
month, the Secretary General
of the Political and Legal
Affairs Commission called for
‘scrape(ing) the bone to
remove the poison’.

withitand continue one’s work. Then, in the
final analysis, it will give results.” What came
across through the interview was his steely
resolve.

In the last seven years, President Xi has
systematically neutralised his political op-
ponents through arrests and trials; that in-
cludes Sun Zhengcai, who was the heir pre-
sumptive. The anti-corruption campaign has
created a wave of “terror”. President Xi has
kept his promise to take down “tigers and
flies”, by removing hundreds of officials who
belonged to the factions of his two predeces-
sors. In March 2018, the two-term limit for
the Chinese President was removed from the
Constitution to allow President Xi to con-
tinue beyond March 2023.

President Xi has tightened his grip over
the state’s security apparatus. The People’s
Armed Police (PAP) has been brought under
his direct authority. The People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) has similarly been purged. Some
of its highest-ranking serving military lead-
ers like Generals Zhang Yang and Fang
Fenghui have fallenin 2017. President Xi has
assumed the position of the Commander-in-
Chief of the PLA in 2016, a title even Mao had
not assumed despite his considerable expe-
rience of higher military command. Xi has
ensured, at least on paper, that the PLA and
PAP will not be an independent player in a
palace coup, as was the case during the fall
of the Gang of Four in 1976.

To secure constitutional legitimacy, in
2017 and 2018, “Xi Jinping Thought” was
writteninto the party and state constitutions
respectively. No leader after Mao had at-
tempted this; in Deng’s case it was posthu-
mous. The party speaks of a “New Era” that
has begun with Xi. Deng’s political arrange-
ments are considered outdated and, there-
fore, not suitable. Collective responsibility
has ended. Even the Premier of the State
Council is a pale shadow of his predecessors.

The pandemic was a “black swan”, but Xi
sensed opportunity. In his own words, in the
interview quoted above, “If you want to be-
come a general you must be able towin a bat-
tle... Evenif you have the ability to win bat-
tles, you don’t have battles every day, in
particular not in times of peace. Only if there
are battles, there are opportunities. One can
say that only if a chance should arise and you
make use of it right away, you will succeed.”
Xi saw his chance and acted swiftly.

After declaring victory over COVID-19in

early April, Xi has deftly moved to remove
the last vestiges of opposition. Earlier this
month, the Secretary General of the Political
and Legal Affairs Commission called for
“scrape(ing) the bone to remove the poison”.
The security forces are being asked to show
personal loyalty to President Xi. New regu-
lations on Building the Communist Party of
China’s Military have also been formulated.
The Military Reserves are now under his con-
trol. In short, all the armed instruments of
the state are at his service.

According to one media report, party
members are forbidden from certain actions,
including inter alia, expressing opinions or
making statements that deviate from Xi as
the “core”, discussing political rumours and
forming cliques. Earlier, in May, Xi Jinping
spoke at a special Democratic Life meeting
of the Politburo, virtually counselling China’s
highest leadership that there will be no sec-
ond chances. A revised set of Guidelines for
Political Life for the New Era will replace the
rules of behaviour for party cadres put into
place by Deng Xiaoping in 1982. The old or-
der no longer holds, the new era requires
new rules.

It is reported that the Ministry of
Education issued new guidelines for
Ideological and Political Development of the
Higher Education Curriculum to include Xi
Jinping’s ideas on “China Dream” and
“Socialism with Chinese Characteristics in
the New Era”, as mandatory university
courses. On July 21, the Chinese Foreign
Ministry established a Xi Jinping Research
Centre for Diplomatic Thought. Similar
Centres exist in the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, the Central Party School and
leading universities. Studying Xi's words and
thought is now a national priority in every
field.

The world is, therefore, likely dealing with
a Chinese leader unlike any since Mao, driven
by a sense of his own genius, and believing
that he will be the shaper of the 21st century
as the Chinese Century. In July 2021 the party
will mark its 100th anniversary. Xi Jinping
intends to be the Leader of the “Second
Hundred” just as Mao Zedong is regarded as
the Leader of the “First Hundred”. This means
the world will be dealing with President Xi
Jinping for some time. It is, therefore, impor-
tant to get a proper measure of the person.

The writer was India’s Ambassador to China

COURT AND A FINE LINE

Rajasthan High Court must take into account SC verdict, Speaker’s powers

VIKRAMAJIT SEN

THE SPEAKER OF the Rajasthan State
Assembly has requested the Supreme Court
to permit the withdrawal of the Special Leave
Petition filed by him, and his request was
granted withoutado. The challenge to the in-
terim orders of the Rajasthan High Court di-
recting that status quo be maintained with
regard to the impugned notices dated July
14, 2020, issued to the Sachin Pilot splinter
group of the Indian National Congress is at
this pass. The writ petition in which this sta-
tus quo order came to be passed is yet to be
finally decided, and will be listed for hearing
on mentioning by the counsel for the parties.
The public would have expected the
chief justice to fix an actual and early date of
hearing.

The Kihoto Hollohan decision of the
Supreme Court delivered in 1992 will indu-
bitably constitute the fulcrum of arguments.
The Constitution Bench which heard it was
split 3:2. The plurality upheld the constitu-
tionality of the Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution. However, the minority struck
it down on the premise that it violated the
basic structure of the Constitution and
should have been circulated to all the state
legislatures and should have received the as-
sent of their majority.

In the course of the very brief hearing be-
fore the Supreme Court, the Bench had com-

The High Court is not
empowered to unsettle
'Kihoto Hollohan' and must
apply its ratio. This is that
the Chairman/Speaker is the
final arbiter of whether any
member(s) of Parliament or
alegislature has become
subject to disqualification.

mented that the correctness of Kihoto
Hollohan needs to be considered. If this ex-
ercise had been undertaken and the major-
ity opinion overturned, it would have re-
quired a seven-judge Bench to be constituted
inrespect of the constitutionality of the Tenth
Schedule, which challenge has not been
voiced from any quarter. The cherished tenet
of independence of the executive, the legis-
lature and the judiciary has presently re-
ceived repose.

The High Court is not empowered to un-
settle Kihota Hollohan and must apply its
ratio. This is that the Chairman/Speaker is
the final arbiter of whether any member(s)
of Parliament or a legislature has become
subject to disqualification. The very fine
distinction or issue inter alia culled out by
the Rajasthan High Court to exercise its ex-
traordinary constitutional jurisdiction un-
der Article 226 is whether Kihoto Hollohan
had tested the vires of Para 2 (1)(a) of the
Tenth Schedule in the context of “intra-
party dissent”. This Para postulates disqual-
ification of a member of a House belong-
ing to any party “if he has voluntarily given
up his membership of such political party”.
This is against the backdrop of the opinion
in paragraph 21 of the judgment of the
Supreme Court in Kihota Hollohan that
“paragraph 2 of the Tenth Schedule of the

Constitution is valid. Its provisions do not
suffer from the vice of subverting demo-
cratic rights of elected members of
Parliament and the legislatures of the
States. It does not violate their freedom of
speech, freedom of vote and conscience as
contended”.

Equally remarkable is the rejection by the
Rajasthan High Court on the grounds of lack
of jurisdiction of the prayer for “upholding
the status of the petitioners as members of
the Rajasthan Legislative Assembly on ac-
count of them continuing to be members of
the Indian National Congress” and “declar-
ing that the alleged actions of the petition-
ers as members of the Rajasthan Legislative
Assembly do not fall within the purview of
disqualification envisaged under para 2 of
the Tenth Schedule”. Nevertheless, the sta-
tus quo came to be ordered.

The high courts and the Supreme Court
routinely refuse to interfere in matters where
the concerned authority has merely issued
a show cause notice or granted an opportu-
nity of being heard. This is an inviolable tenet
of natural justice. The Rajasthan High Court
will have to decide whether the Speaker has
done anything else.

The writer is a former Judge of the
Supreme Court of India
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ASSAM ACCORD

FOR THE SECOND day, the latest situation in
Assam was reviewed at a high-level meeting
in the context of the accord which Manipur
Chief Minister Dorendra Singh last week
claimed to have reached with the AASU and
AAGSP on ending the 10-month-long agita-
tion on the foreign nationals' issue. The meet-
ing was presided over by Home Minister Zail
Singh, and attended, among others,
Krishnaswamy Rao Saheb, Secretary to the
PM. According to official sources, Dorendra
Singh who had been negotiating with the ag-
itation leaders as an “emissary" of the Prime
Minister had an hour-long meeting with Rao

Saheb when he reported on the “accord” and
his talks with the agitation leaders.

CRPF N KASHMIR

THE CENTREIS rushing additional units of the
CRPF to Kashmir to help the local authorities
maintain law and order in the troubled areas
of the state. According to Home Ministry
sources, the reinforcement was being sentin
response to an SOS from the Chief Minister
Sheikh Abdullah. The CM talked with the
Union Home Minister on the telephone and
discussed the latest situation in Srinagar. The
Sheikh assured ail Singh that the situation
was under control. But, he urged the Centre to

New Delhi

send additional units of the CRPF as a precau-
tionary measure.

BIHAR FLOODS

THE WIDENING OF the breach in the retired
embankment off Piprasi-Pipraghat in
Champaran district widened alarmingly from
a mere 50 feet 3.200 feet and the waters of
swollen Gandak have so far swept across over
adozenvillages and flooded the Maddhunai
and Basi canals. The situation created by this
breach causing concern because, despite
measures purporting to have been taken by
local engineers the breach has widened
alarmingly in the last three days.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Without testing and tracing, it is only a matter of time before pocket
lockdowns turn national and push the country further into uncertainty. Only
this time, it could kill more people and completely kill public confidence in the

government.”

—KATHMANDU POST

After the rural recovery

As the virus spreads geographically, the number of districts reporting a large number of COVID-19 cases
and deaths is growing. This poses new policy challenges

NEELKANTH MISHRA

WITH THE LOCKDOWNS lifting from May on-
wards, most companies have reported a ro-
bust rebound in rural sales. Not only tractors,
but rural sales of cement and soap are also do-
ingbetter than urban sales, and are nearly back
to pre-crisis levels. This has occurred even as
activity indicators like rail freight, GST e-way
bill generation, power demand and mobility
trackers have pointed to a stagnation since the
middle of June. Even from unacceptably low
levels, several indicators show a dip in July.

If trends in sales booked by companies di-
verge from those shown by indicators, one
must trust the former, as they reflect actual
transactions. Further, most of the concurrent
indicators being tracked have an urban bias,
and likely do not capture rural trends accu-
rately. Mobility indicators, for example, track
movements of smartphones, which still have
low rural penetration.

What explains the rural recovery?
Understanding this is important to under-
stand its sustainability.

The shift of the population may have
helped. Reverse migration has meant a nearly
5 per cent lower urban population (nearly 10
per centinlarger cities), hurting demand and
activity in essential goods and services, and
boosting them in rural areas by about 3 per
cent. However, the drop in remittances this
entails counters some of this impact.

Other commonly cited reasons are a
strong rabi harvest and rural-focused gov-
ernment spending. But as we will see, the net
impact is too small in magnitude to explain
the revival.

Let us start with the rabi harvest. While
agriculture is by definition rural, rural is no
longer just about agriculture — a point we
have been making for many years ('Rethinking
the rural', IE, May 23, 2013). Agriculture is in
our estimate now only 29 per cent of rural
GDP, even though it employs 58 per cent of
the rural workforce. Further, rabi crops ac-
count for only around a sixth of total agricul-
tural output, and not all of it is marketable sur-
plus asalarge number of farmers only harvest
enough to feed themselves. The rise in pro-
curement of wheat and cotton helps rural cash
flows but is small in the context of the nearly
Rs 95 lakh crore of rural GDP.

On the other hand, weak demand in per-
ishables could be draining up toRs 10,000 crore
amonth from farmers' cash flows. Milkis more
than a fifth of all agricultural output by value
and has seen weak demand due to roadside
tea stalls, hotels and restaurants being shut.
Subdued celebrations in the upcoming festive
season could further pressure demand for
milk-based sweets and ghee. Similarly, disrup-
tionsindistribution have hurt farmerincomes
from fruits and vegetables (with a few excep-
tions like potatoes), meat and fish.

Now, let us consider the impact of govern-
ment spending. The Centre has ramped up ex-
penditure targeted at the poor; like free grains,
direct cash transfers to women’s bank ac-
counts, higher MGNREGA spending, and has
also front-loaded PM-Kisan payments.
Together with the higher crop procurement,
these add up to an additional Rs 35,000 crore
a month, so far. Annualised, this would be
about4.5 per cent of rural GDP —indeed a sub-
stantial sum. However, offsetting these cash
inflows is a sharp drop in agricultural credit

growth, weak domestic remittances (if we as-
sume 25 million returned migrants, who on
average sent Rs 6,000 every month, the drop
is Rs 15,000 crore), and lower income from
agricultural perishables. The net impact
comes tojust Rs 7500 crore amonth — 0.9 per
centof rural GDP.

Thus, government spending has served to
negate the stress from some of the known fac-
tors in agriculture and due to migration. But
we have not yet accounted for the impact of
activity restrictions in non-agricultural activ-
ities, which are 71 per cent of rural GDP. The
scale of the income loss here would not be in
decimal points of GDP but in multiples of 5
per cent. The rapid growth in MGNREGA per-
son-days indicates a paucity of other jobs in
the rural economy as it is, after all, a demand-
driven scheme intended to prevent depriva-
tion. At wages of Rs 200 per day, someone
workingall 30 days inamonth would earnRs
6,000 — enough only for sustenance.

States that have seen returning inter-state
migrant workers have seen faster growth in
person-days and states like Maharashtra,
Punjab and Tamil Nadu have seen a drop, sup-
porting this hypothesis, and serving the in-
tended purpose behind the increase in MGN-
REGA budgets this year.

Thus, a bigger driver of the rapid rural re-
vival post the lockdowns is the faster normal-
isation of non-agricultural activities in rural
areas. Given thatoutside the worst 50 districts,
which are all urban centres, reported cases per
million population were less than 100 till June,
compared to nearly 10,000 in the worst-af-
fected metros, activities are likely to have re-
bounded faster in the former. Not only was the
administrative imposition of lockdowns and
containment zones less widespread, even the

Growth is the only way out
of this vicious cycle, as it
would provide more taxes
and improve debt
sustainability. As private
investment and
consumption settle at far
lower levels than earlier
anticipated, the
government’s role in the
economy over the next two
years or so would need to be
much larger than it has been
in the last three decades.
While the financing and
sustainability aspects of this
issue have been discussed, it
may also need a new
institutional architecture to
manage this temporary but
significantly larger role.

CR Sasikumar

people were less afraid to move around.
Anecdotally, market movement in smaller
towns and rural areas had normalised rapidly.

However, this is changing now. As the
virus spreads geographically, the number of
districts reporting alarge number of COVID-19
cases and deaths is growing. This means more
administrative restrictions, as well as people
becoming cautious as they become aware of
infections and deaths around them.

This poses new policy challenges. Though
cities like Mumbai are showing some signs of
the curve flattening (given the lack of reliabil-
ity of case and death numbers, we track the
number of occupied oxygen-beds, which has
been unchanged for two weeks), the level of
activity curtailed to achieve this is unaccept-
ably high. Local trains, schools, restaurants and
malls are shut, and offices are permitted only
a third of their workforce.

Given the low tax compliance, govern-
ment spending in India as a share of GDP is
low by global standards. Further, a large part
of that expenditure is under committed heads
of interest, salary, pension and subsidies.
Growth is the only way out of this vicious cy-
cle, as it would provide more taxes and im-
prove debt sustainability. As private invest-
ment and consumption settle at far lower
levels than earlier anticipated, the govern-
ment'srole in the economy over the next two
years or so would need to be much larger than
ithasbeenin the last three decades. While the
financing and sustainability aspects of this is-
sue have been discussed, it may also need a
new institutional architecture to manage this
temporary but significantly larger role.

The writer is co-head of APAC Strategy and
India Strategist for Credit Suisse

The beautiful people

Olivia de Havilland was one of the last of the greats of Hollywood'’s golden age

KABIR FIRAQUE

OF ALL THAT happened in her eventful life,
Olivia de Havilland is best remembered for
her role as Melanie Hamilton Wilkes in Gone
With The Wind (1939). This is unfair for two
reasons. Memorable as she isin GWTW, itis
by no means her finest role. Her countless
fans will point to the two roles that won her
Academy Awards, the two others (besides
the supporting role in GWTW) that won her
nominations, and more. The second reason
is that her legacy goes beyond her roles. Film
historians, even law historians and labour ac-
tivists, will point to the De Havilland Law.
De Havilland, who died this week at age
104, fought the system — and won. In 1943,
when Hollywood'’s powerful studios con-
trolled the fate of actors, Warner Brothers re-
fused to let her go at the end of their seven-
year contract. The studio tagged extra time to
the contract to compensate for periods when
she had not been working. She sued in a
California court, leading to the landmark
1944 ruling — informally known as the De
Havilland Law — that the years in the con-
tract mean calendar years. It loosened for-

ever the studios’ grip on actors.

From her life, that is the biggest takeaway.
From her death, the big takeaway is sober-
ing: The Golden Age of Hollywood is slipping
away. Yes, we will always have the films. But
the stars are mostly gone — with due respect
to the few who remain, de Havilland was our
strongest surviving link to the Golden Age.
The era has truly ended.

We are at that stage of history when this
was inevitable. Actors who were old enough
toplay the lead when talking pictures arrived
(notde Havilland, who was 11 when the first
sound filmreleased in 1927) would have been
atleast 110 today if it were possible to live that
long (Greta Garbo, for example, would have
turned 115 this year). Those old enough to
have played the lead towards the end of the
Golden Age (mid-1960s or thereabouts) will
now be atleastin their 70s,and more likely in
their 80s or 90s. Or gone already.

Ingrid Bergman and Bette Davis, de
Havilland’s closest friend in the industry, left
in the 1980s. Barbara Stanwyck and Audrey
Hepburn died in the 1990s, Gregory Peck and

Katharine Hepburn in the 2000s, and
Elizabeth Taylor and Lauren Bacall in the fol-
lowing decade. Then Kirk Douglas and now
de Havilland have left in the very beginning
of the 2020s — both of them past 100.

How many are still with us? An online
search throws up long lists that bring a false
sense of relief. Most of the names, it turns
out, are of actors who played smaller roles,
or who were child actors during the Golden
Age.Indeed, every link is vital in a vanishing
chain, including Mickey Kuhn, now 87, who
played Melanie's young son in GWTW 81
years ago. But it’s the stars we want to count.

[found about a dozen names more famil-
iar than others. Two of the bigger ones are
Angela Lansbury and Jane Powell, both in
their 90s now. Five others will be familiar to
fans of Alfred Hitchcock — six if you count
his daughter Patricia, now 92, who appeared
in three of his films. Vera Miles, 90, is Marion
Crane's sister from Psycho (1960) and Henry
Fonda’s disturbed wife from The Wrong Man
(1956). Shirley MacLaine, 86, made her de-
but in Hitchcock's The Trouble With Harry

(1955). Tippi Hedren of The Birds (1962) and
Marnie (1964) is now 90. Kim Novak of
Vertigo (1958)is 87.

The most important among them is Eva
Marie Saint, who turned 96 on July 4, three
days after de Havilland turned 104. Saint was
in Hitchcock's North by Northwest (1959)
with Cary Grant (died 1986), and in Elia
Kazan's On the Waterfront (1954) with
Marlon Brando (died 2004). We saw Saint at
the Oscars in 2018, as a presenter. Cherish
these moments, for a day will come, in-
evitably, when we will have only their films.

De Havilland never did a Hitchcock film.
Her sister Joan Fontaine (died 2013 at age 96)
did two, winning an Academy nomination
for Rebecca (1940) and bagging the award for
Suspicion (1942). They remain the only sib-
lings to have each won one or more Academy
Awards. Joan got there first, beating Oliviain
the 1942 race, but this is not the time to re-
flect on their famed sibling rivalry. For today,
we only have their films.

kabir.firaque@expressindia.com

A little less certainty,
a little more empathy

If anything, the debate over cancel culture has
shown us that it’s imperative to introspect on who
we are when we are not performing to an audience

,-fh-;

PAROMITA
CHAKRABARTI

DAYS AFTER NEW York-based Harper’s
magazine published a letter, that had
among its signatories academics, intellec-
tuals and writers such as Noam Chomsky;,
Margaret Atwood, Martin Amis, John
Banville and J K Rowling, warning against
the rising tide of intolerance in civil dis-
course, in Mumbai, comedienne Agrima
Joshua was being panned for an act she’d
done in April 2019. In the segment, a clip of
which had found its way onto the internet,
Joshuais speaking on the upcoming statue
of Shivaji in Maharashtra, the home of the
17th century Maratha leader. Before long,
condemnation and threats of bodily harm
were pouring in both online and off it, with
a YouTuber delivering rape threats in an
expletive-laden Instagram post.

How are the two connected, though?
In the letter, the signatories write, “While
we have come to expect this on the radi-
calright, censoriousness is also spreading
more widely in our culture: an intolerance
of opposing views, a vogue for public
shaming and ostracism, and the tendency
to dissolve complex policy issues in a
blinding moral certainty...it is now all too
common to hear calls for swift and severe
retribution in response to perceived trans-
gressions of speech and thought.” It fur-
ther states, “The restriction of debate,
whether by a repressive government or
an intolerant society, invariably hurts
those who lack power and makes every-
one less capable of democratic participa-
tion. The way to defeat bad ideas is by ex-
posure, argument, and persuasion, not by
trying to silence or wish them away.”
Loosely speaking, the letter was calling for
cancel culture — the same that Joshua was
facing — to be cancelled.

As many critics noted, despite its inten-
tions, the letter was not without its flaws.
Rowling was already under fire for her
controversial views on LGBTQ rights and
the position of privilege enjoyed by the sig-
natories was not lost on anyone. If we look
around, cancel culture has always existed.
It'sbeen there in elite institutes, in the priv-
ileged coteries of old boys’ associations, in
the corridors of power, where old money
spoke toits own, and, in professions meant
to foster diversity. Cancel culture has fun-
damentally worked in favour of the privi-
leged because getting their voices to
drown out those who did not conform has
never been anissue. From Hollywood pro-
ducer Harvey Weinstein to a former Indian
union minister accused of sexual miscon-
duct, if the #MeToo movement that began
in 2017 showed anything it was this: That
it takes decades for those at the receiving
end of a power imbalance to make them-

selves heard, and, oftentimes, that may not
be enough.

What the call-out culture achieved, at
least initially, was to push back at this im-
balance of power by creating a sense of
community among those who share a
long history of marginalisation and for
whom traditional modes of redressal have
often proven to be ineffective. And so,in a
decade that has seen a remarkable num-
ber of people’s movements, cancel culture
has been both a solace and a sharp scim-
itar. It has fostered a sense of solidarity, an
alignment of forces to counter injustice,
but it has not been animpulse privy to the
marginalised alone. In bandying together
and protecting their interests, the power-
ful have long determined who gets to
make the rules of the game and there is
no equality in that.

The problem with the age of wokeism
is that it does not allow us room for mis-
takes. Compartmentalised into us-versus-
them binaries, it makes a virtue out of
moral certitude. A couple of years ago,
during an interview at a literary festival,
the feminist historian Mary Beard spoke
of the necessity to accommodate nuance
in conversations. “The fact that we don’t
easily agree doesn’t mean that we have to
be at war with each other. These are things
that are very hard, and rightly hard, to
agree upon. What people are allowed to
say is one of the big issues that every po-
litical culture has always faced. We are not
new in facing this. We need to examine it,
talk about it outside some kind of echo
chamber,” she said.

If anything, the debate over cancel cul-
ture has shown us that it's imperative to
introspect on who we are when we are
not performing to an audience. In disqui-
eting times, speaking up is a virtue and so
is taking sides. But, sometimes, pausing
to come up for air is an equally brave
choice. How much of our outrage is to-
kenism? How far are we prepared to
shrug off our privileges to understand that
which affronts us? Is it possible that we
are articulating our well-meaning support
in ways that can come across as conde-
scension? Can one feel equally strongly
about every injustice in the world? Is it
possible to admit to being wrong and be-
gin again? In this constant masculinisa-
tion of our social discourse, uncertainty
teaches us to listen and to unlearn. There
is empathy in vulnerability because other-
wise, in trying to find ourselves mirrored
inevery second person, we inevitably fail
to do so even in the best of our allies. In
the end, we fall back upon well-rehearsed
rhetoric of umbrage and one-upmanship.

And, it is here, in the certainties that it
seeks, that cancel culture falters. When
we judge without knowing, we deny our-
selves empathy. The world has never been
ideal, now, even less so. Unless we learn
to soften the angularity of our rage with
grace, temper our insecurities with cour-
tesy, the conversation will always end up
as a monologue — full of sound and fury,
achieving little.

paromita.chakrabarti@expressindia.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

COUNTERING CHINA

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'India
and democracy's ten' (IE, July 28).
The rise of China as a superpower
will not be a smooth one due to its
expansionist and radical approach
towards other nations. While the US
is willing to make an “alliance” to
counter the CCP, India must consider
its pros and cons effectively to take
the fullest advantage of the current
Cold War like situation between the
Washington DC and the Beijing.
Though India will not be joining any
alliance as clarified by the external
affairs minister, it may consider the
US proposal of an alliance as a
“coalition of democracies” to counter
the CCP and its ideological rise.
Daksh Solanki, Delhi

NoO, GOVERNOR

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'On a
dark path’ (IE, July 28). Rajasthan's
political crisis highlights two exigent
issues. One, the vile priorities of
political parties in capturing power
in the face of a deadly and
unprecedented medical emergency.
A similar game was witnessed in
Madhya Pradesh with the toppling
of the Kamal Nath government. Such
tactics tend to undermine the
Constitution. Second, the role of
governor has been doubted given
the dubious machinations deployed
by him/her to bring the ruling party
in the Union to power in the states.
These incidences tend to erode the
principle of federalism which
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constitutes one of the “basic
structure of the Constitution”.
Sagar Ganesh Borade, Thane

ELDERLY MATTER

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Woman
abandoned by family finds an
unlikely new home’ (IE, July 26). The
government must devise
sustainable strategies to deal with
issue of abandoned elderly people.
This issue is pertinent in the times
of the pandemic. The kindness of
AAP MP Sanjay Singh should be
praised but such personal gestures
will not solve this longstanding
problem. The need of the hour is
immediate intervention by the
government for providing basic
necessities to such people.
Chandramaulika, Bhubaneswar

New Delhi
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

Lost my original General Power
of Attorney against my DDA
Janta Flat No.CD-102C,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034.
Finder may Contact-Manju
Lalawat at M-9999423098

0040543099-1

1, VANSHIKA D/O RAVINDER
SINGH R/0-47A POCKET-D1,
MAYUR-VIHAR PHASE-3 DELHI-
110096,HAVE changed my
name to VANSHIKA BASRA.

0040543146-4

1, SURAJKUMAR S/0 BHOLA SAH
R/0 487/36-B,PEERA GARHI
VILLAGE,SUNDER VIHAR,DELHI-
110087.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO SURAJ.

0040543155-6

1, SIDODIYA VILASH BEN W/0 OF
NO 17002311L CFN SINDHAV
AJIT SINH JIVABHAI VILL &
POST VADIYA (GIR) TEHSIL
MALIYA (HATINA) DISTT
JUNAGADH SET GUJRAT PIN-
362245 1,CHANGED MY NAME-
FROM SIDODIYA VILASH BEN TO
SINDHAV VILASBEN AJITSINH
video affidavit dated 27July
2020 before madan lal Gupta
(Delhi) 0040543155-2

I,Priya Ranjan,S/o Sh.Bhagwan
Prasad VermaR/0-LP-43/D,
Maurya-Enclave, Pitampura,
Delhi-110034.have changed my
name,from Priya Ranjan to
Priyeranjan Ambashtha,for
all,future purposes.

0040543146-2

I,Lakesh Kumar Jain,s/o
Late.Niranjan Lal Jain,r/0-77-
C/3,Mukesh-Nagar
shahdara,Delhi-32,declare that
Lakesh Kumar Jain and Lokesh
Kumar Jain are both names of
mine and same person.

0040543155-1

I,DHRUV VIG S/O ANIL VIGR/O
RZ-17B 230,DAYAL PARK,WEST
SAGARPUR,DELHI-
110046.CHANGED MY NAMETO
DHRUV KUMAR VIG.

0040543155-5

I,Ashish Agarwal S/0-Keshav
Ram Agarwal R/0-18, Harsh-
Vihar, Pitampura,Delhi-
110034,have changed my minor
son’s name,from Shorya
Agarwal to Shhorya Agarwal.

0040543149-2

I, Sushma Singh D/o-Kaushal
Kumar R/0-RZC-60,Upper
Ground-Floor, Street.No.9,
Dabri-Extension, Delhi-
110045,have changed my name
to Sushma Yadav Permanently.

0040543146-5

I, Satyender Malik,S/o Harbans
Lal Malik R/0-M-22, West Patel-
Nagar,Delhi-110008 have
changed my nameto
Satyender Kumar Malik.

0040543155-3

I, Sandeep Kumar s/o-Suman
Bhagat R/0-H.No-A-75, Street
No-1,West Kamal-Vihar,
Karawal-Nagar, Delhi-
110094,have changed my name
to Sandeep,Permanently.

0040543149-4

I, SUBHASH CHAND, S/o Late
Madan GOYAL, R/o C-3,SHIV
PARK, KHANPUR, Dr Ambedkar
Nagar, South Delhi 110062 have
changed my name to SUBHASH
GOYAL 0070709729-1

I, Priyanka Kanchan W/o Manish
SahaniR/0 H.No0.36, Flat N0.G2,
Pawan Vihar, Jagatpura,
Jaipur, have changed my name
to Aastha Sahaniforall
purposes. 0040543174-1

I, Pradeep KUMAR, S/0
SUBHASH GOYAL, R/0 B-202,
1STFLOOR, GUIRAWALA TOWN
PART 1, MODEL TOWN, North
West Delhi 110009 have
changed my name to PRADEEP
GOEL 0070709728-1

I, Neha Almia W/o Pradyumn
Tewari R/o Flat No-602, Tower-
E, Ajnara Grand Heritage,
Sector-74,Noida, Maharishi
Nagar, G.B. Nagar(U.P.) have
changed my nameto Neha
Tewari for all future purposes.

0040543108-1

I, Neetu Kumari W/o Rakesh
Singh R/o Plot No-131B,Gali No-
3, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122001,have changed my Name
toNeetu 0040543149-1

I, Munni Devi W/o Sh.Vikram
Singh R/0 Village-Silothi
Teh.Bahadurgrh Distt.
Jhajjar(Haryana),have
changed my name Munni,for
all purposes. 0040543146-1

I Lalit Kumar S/o Chander
Mohan R/0-1324/11 Badshahi
bagh colony Ambala Haryana-
134003 have changed my name
to Laliit Joshi 0040543120-1

I, motisagar s/o-gordhan Singh
Yadav h.no-14,Rampura,
Gurgaon,have changed my
name to Moti sagar Yadav.

0040543146-3

| Deepanshi D/o Sh.Braj Mohan
R/0 Flat No.F-235/A, MIG Flats,
GTBEnclave, Opposite GTB
Hospital, Mandoli Saboli, Delhi-
110093 have changed my name
to DeepanshiVasan for all
purposes. 0040543116-2

IChand Ji P S/O-Prem Nath R/O-
895/C,Ward no-8,Near Hill Top
Apartment,Mehrauli,New-
Delhi-110030.Have Changed my
Name to Chand Ji Muttu.

0040543149-10

I Arun Kardam S/0O, Heera Lal
Kardam R/0 330-b, DdaFlats,
Ground Floor, Pocket 2, Mayur
Vihar Phase-1, Delhi 110091
have changed my nameto
Arun Rajput 0040543111-1

I, Mohd Tahir s/o Mohammad
AllauddinR/0-A-178/1,
Shaheen-Bagh, Abul-Fazal
Enclave-2, Jamia-Nagar, Okhla,
Delhi-110025,have changed my
name to Mohammad Tasir
Permanently. 0040543149-3

I, Madhu Rani W/o Late
Surender Kumar Thapa R/0-B-
13/102,Type-Il Police-Line
Pitampura Delhi-
110034,changed my name after
marriage Madhu Thapa.

0040543149-8

1, Km. Kamlesh Kumari W/0.Mr.
Bharat, R/0.B-27, Major Bhola
Ram Enclave,Pochanpur,
Sector-23, Dawarka,New
Delhi,have changed my-Name
from Km. Kamlesh Kumari to
Kamlesh Devi for all,future
purposes. 0040543131-1

I, Kalpana W/0O Late Sh.Sanjay
R/0-2256 Gali-Shankar, Sita
Ram Bazar, Delhi-110006, my
name has been Wrongly
Writtenas Alpanainmy LIC
Policy,the actual name of my is
Kalpana 0040543129-1

1,INDU BALA W/O KAPIL KUMAR
R/0 1-B/90,GROUND-
FLOOR,RAMESH NAGAR,DELHI-
110015. HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO INDU KUMAR.

0040543155-4

1, FOUZIA SHAHID W/o Mr Agha
Irfan Ahmad Shah R/0 FA-14/15,
3rd floor, Road No.4, Abul Fazal
Enclave Part -1,New Delhi-
110025 have changed my name
from Fauzia Shahid & Fauzia to
FOUZIA SHAHID. Now I shall be
known as FOUZIA SHAHID for
all future purposes

0040543094-1

I Aniket S/o Sh.Braj Mohan R/o
Flat No.F-235/A, MIG Flats, GTB
Enclave, Opposite GTB
Hospital, Mandoli Saboli,
Delhi-110093 have changed my
name to Aniket Vasan for all
purposes. 0040543116-1

1,Vicky S/o Mohan Lal,R/O-UN-
31/45 Old-Chandrawal, Civil-
Line,Delhi,Noth Delhi-
110054,have changed my minor
Son Age-12 year name,from
Garvit to Garvit Singh,for
all,future purposes.

0040543149-7

l,Dharam Kaur, W/o Late
Paramjeet Singh, R/0.F-88, First
Floor, Vikas Puri, New Delhi-
110018 have changed my name
to Torum Kaur for all future
purposes 0040543105-1

I Poonam Rawat D/O, Late Raje
Singh Bisht R/o House No A4,
Kasturba Niketan Complex,
Lajpat Nagar 2 New Delhi-
110024 have changed my name
to Poonam Bisht for all
purposes. 0040543115-1

I PRAGATI SINGH W/O-SUNIL
KUMAR, R/O-C-705, METRO
VIHAR,SHASTRI PARK,GARHI
MENDU,DELHI-110053,HAVE
changed my nameto
PRAGATI,FOR all,future
purpose. 0040543149-6

I, Ashok Kumar S/o-Har Narain
R/0-B-3/37,3rd Floor, Sector-
16, Rohini, Delhi-110089 have
changed my name to Ashok
Yadav for all purposes.

0040543109-1

I, AGHA IRFAN AHMAD SHAH S/o
Mr Agha Jamil Ahmad Shah R/O
FA-14/15, 3rd floor, Road No.4,
Abul Fazal Enclave Part -1,New
Delhi-110025 have changed my
previous name from Agha
Irfan, Agha Irfan Ahmad & Agha
Irfan Shah same person to
AGHA IRFAN AHMAD SHAH.
Now I shall be known as AGHA
IRFAN AHMAD SHAH for all
future purposes.

0040543102-1

I, BHAGWAT SINGH S/O-PADAM
SINGH RAWAT R/0-232,HANS
NAGAR-COLONY PANDWALAN
KALAN-NAJAFGARH DELHI-
110043.HAVE changed my
name to BHAGWAT SINGH
RAWAT. 0040543149-9

ISheelesh Gupta W/o Manoj
GuptaR/0 House no.312, 1st
floor, sector 3, Vasundhra
Ghaziabad 201012 have
changed my name to Shailesh
Gupta 0040543134-1

I, Manish Garg R/0-318 Kailash-
Nagar, Ward.No-3 Narnaul,
Mahendragarh-123001,Have
Changed My Son’s Name From
Shushant Garg To Shushank
Garg. 0040543149-5

IRahul Sharma S/o Rajender
prasad Sharma R/0-RZ-
26P131/6, indra-park part-2
Gali-3 palam colony, Delhi-
110045,have changed my name
to Rahul Mudgal S/o Rajender
prasad Mudgal  0040543120-2

LOST & FOUND

Original DDA Registry
Document, DDA Paid Challan
Copy & Demand Letter cum
Allotment Letter in respect of
Flat no. 28C, Pocket 2, Sector 7,
Dwarka, New Delhi-110075
belonging to Shri Sanjeev
Kumar Bhattacharya S/o Late
Shri Arun Kumar Bhattacharya
R/0 C-1 NIHFW campus,
Munirka, New Delhi-110067
have been lost. Founder inform
at 9899995606. 0040543100-1

1, Shiv Makkar S/o Sumit Makkar
R/0- E-30 Rajouri Garden, first
floor New Delhi-110027. have
lost my original Certificate/
Marksheet of Class-10th,
Year(2016). Roll N0.8232254
issued by CBSE- Delhi.

0040543068-2

1, Shiv Makkar S/o-Sumit
Makkar R/0-E-30 Rajouri
Garden, first floor New Delhi-
110027.have lost my original
Certificate of Main Secondary
Examination of year Year-
(2018) of class-12th,
RoIIN0.9190272 issued by CBSE-
Delhi. 0040543068-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all concerned that my
client Smt. Bimla W/O Late Sh.
Chander Pal Khari R/O 186, Rampura,
Delhi-110035 has disowned /
debarred his son namely Raj Kumar
Bhole Khari from all movable and
immovable properties due to his
conduct, misbehavior and as he is out
of her control. My client has not
severed any relations with her
daughter in law Anita and her three
children but with her son only. Any
person dealing with him in any manner
shall be on his/her risk and
consequences. My client shall not be
responsible for any acts, things or
liability done by them.
ISHWAR SINGH ADVOCATE
306, BLOCK-IIl, LAWYERS' CHAMBERS,
DELHI HIGH COURT, NEW DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby notified that
House No. 205 and 206, both in Gali
No. 4, Durgapuri Extension,
Shahdara, Delhi are owned by my
Clients namely Smt. Jugnu Bansal &
Shri  Goverdhan Dass Bansal
respectively. Both the said properties
are / were under litigation and House
No. 206, Gali No. 4, Durgapuri
Extension, Shahdara, Delhi is
already adjudicated in favour of Shri
Goverdhan Dass Bansal by Hon'’ble
High Court of Delhi. Civil suit is also
pending in respect to House No.
205, Gali No. 4, Durgapuri
Extension, Shahdara, Delhi in
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi.
Anyone dealing with/ intending to
enter into and/ or pay any amount to
any third party, in respect to any
transaction  relating to  said
properties, shall do so solely at their
own risks and consequences and my
Clients shall not be responsible for
any losses.
Sd/- Anand Singh
Advocate
G-10, LGF, Nizamuddin West,
New Delhi-110013 Ph. 9868347568

PUBLIC NOTICE

Under the instruction and on behalf of my client
be it known to general public at large that my
clients Sh. Mahender Sharma S/o Sh. Ram
Swaroop, Hindu, adult aged about 53 years and
Smt. Bimla W/o Sh. Mahinder Sharma, Hindu,
adult aged about 45 years both presently residing
address at 1411, Gali No. 48, Swatantra Nagar,
Narela Delhi-110040, have disowned and
debarred their son namely Mr. Naresh Kumar
hindu adult age 26, and their daughter-in-law
Mrs. Karishma W/o Sh. Naresh Kumar, Hindu
adult age 24, from their all movable and
immovable properties and assets and severed all
relations, social with them because of their Acts,
conducts and behavior towards my clients, Thus,
my clients don't want to have any relationship
with them and all their relationships stand
severed and hereby also withdraw all their rights
even to perform my clients last rituals. Anybody
dealing with them shall do so at her/hisftheir own
risk and cost my clients shall not be responsible
for any social economic retations.

Sd/-

LOKESH KUMAR AGGARWAL
ADVOCATE

(D/275/03) FOR ACE CONSILIUM
B-101, B.G.S. Block.

Tis Hazari Courts. Delhi-110 054

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Sh. Bauddin and his wife
Mrs. Roshnara R/o Rz P-10B/ 366,
Dayal Park, West Sagarpur, Delhi-
110046, Hereby disown his son
Sh. Badridin his wife Mrs. Nagma
R/o Rz P-10B/ 366, Dayal Park,
West Sagarpur, Delhi-110046,
from his all movable and
immovable properties whatsoever.
Hence, they shall have no right or
claim qua the same and anybody
dealing with them shall be doing at

his own risk.
MUNEET BEDI
ADVOCATE
P-14/B, Lower Ground Floor,
Jangpura Extn., New Delhi-110014

PUBLIC NOTICE

“Public in general, is hereby informed that my
client Naresh Kumar S/o Late Sh.
Chanderbhan R/o H. No. 382-A, Chander
Quarter, Rampura, Delhi-110035 has
severed all his relations and connection with
his son Rahul Kaushik and his wife Poonam
and their successor debarred them from all
his movable and immovable properties as
they have proved to be most disrespectful,
Disobedient and harmful toward my client. My
client in his family members shall not be
Responsible for their any legal or illegal
activities. Any dealing with the son of my
aforesaid client namely Rahul Kaushik and
his wife namely Poonam, shall be done at
their risk and cost persons who would deal
with them.
Sd/-
PALVINDER SINGH
Advocate
Ch. No. 1118, Lawyer’s Chamber Block
Rohini Court, Delhi-110085
Mob. 9968507844, 7042667844

PUBLIC NOTICE

On behalf of my client Smt. Kavita W/o
Vinod Kumar R/o X/2195, Raghubir pura
No.1 Near Hathi Park Mahila Colony
Delhi-110031, it is being informed to the
public at large that my above-said client
has severed all her relations and has no
concern whatsoever in any manner with
her son namely Sh. Honey S/o Vinod
Kumar due to his misdeeds, acts and
omissions. My client has further
debarred him from any share in all her
movable and immovable properties. Any
one dealing with the above-said persons
may do so at his own risk and my client
shall not be responsible for the same in
any way.
Sd/- (VIMAL RATHI)
ADVOCATE
Chamber No. 456, Patiala House
Courts, New Delhi-110001

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform to public at large that
my clients Shri Surjan Singh S/o Shri
Jagga Singh having Aadhaar Card
No. 9864 7779 9905 and Smt.
Surjeet Kaur W/o Shri Surjan Singh,
having Aadhar Card No. 6924 9211
3325 both R/o Harnam Singh Wali
Gali, Jhangola North West, Delhi-
110036, disowned and debarred
their son Mr. Jaswant Singh, age 25
years, having Aadhaar Card No. 3146
0658 3262, Passport No. P5438746
valid upto 31.01.2027, from all their
movable and immovable properties,
belongings, assets etc. My clients
shall not be responsible for their son’s
acts, deeds, transactions, deals. If
any person indulge or involve himself
with our son in any deals or
transactions then he/she will be doing
it at his/her will and sole discretion
completely at his/her own risk, cost
and consequences.
Sd/- VINOD DAHIYA
ADVOCATE
LAWVINO LEGAL
Advocates & Solicitors
309, Pearls Best Heights-IIl,
NSP, Pitampura, Delhi-34

My client Ram Pratap S/o. Badri
Prasad & Shashi Bala W/o. Ram
Pratap both Rlo. H-1/213, FF,
Sector-11, Rohini hereby debars /
disown and breaks all their relation
with their daughter Priya and her
associates, from their all movable
and immoveable property and
severe their relation from them
due to her dis-obedience behavior
and unlawful acts and my client
will not be responsible for her any
3k RAHUL MANGLA -ADVOCATE

263-264, VARDHMAN PREMIUM MALL, DEEPALI,
PITAMPURA, DELHI MOB. 9899969669

PUBLIC NOTICE

KNOW ALL MEN, THAT MY CLIENT MR.
MADAN LAL KALRA, S/O LATE SH. NAND
LAL KALRA, R/O G-130, VIKAS PURI, NEW
DELHI-110018, HAVE SEVERED ALL
RELATIONS WITH HIS SON NAMELY MR.
DHIRAJ KALRA AND DISOWNED HIM FROM
ALL OF HIS MOVABLE/ IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT,
DUE TO HIS MISCONDUCT, CHEATING,
FRAUD AND MALTREATMENT. MY CLIENT
SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY
KIND OF CLAIMS, ACTS AND DEEDS IN
FUTURE DONE WITH/BY DHIRAJ KALRA,
AS HE IS NOT IN CONTROL OF MY CLIENT.
Sd/-

MUKUL GIRDHAR & ASSOCIATES
ADVOCATES AND LEGAL ADVISORS
C-33, G.F. MANSA RAM PARK

NEW DELHI-110059

Ph: 9811572430

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large being informed that my
Client Smt. Vedo Devi W/o Late Sh.
Laxman R/o 6285, gali No.3, Block-6,
Dev Nagar, Karol Bagh, New Delhi-05
do hereby debarred/disowned to his son
Sunil Kumar, his wife Ashu & his
daughter Nidhi from all moveable and
immovable properties and several all
relations with immediately effect with
them. If any body deals with them will do
at his own cost, legal and illegal risk. My
(client shall not be responsible for the same.
RS Tomar (Advocate)
V-31A, Tehsil Lane, Tis Hazari Courts,
Delhi-54 Enroll. NO. D3719/17

To be known to all that my
client, PRAMOD RATHORE
S/o HUKUM CHAND
RATHORE & his wife of
MRS.KAMLA RATHORE R/o
29-A Anarkali Garden,
Jagatpuri, Delhi-51 has
disowned /dispossessed their
son AMIT RATHORE from all
their movable and immovable
assets. Our Client would not
be responsible for the acts,
deed and things done by him.
Madan Gopal Vacher (Advocate)
Chamber No. 234, Civil Wing
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

Known to all that my client Sanjay is the partner of
Mis Ginni Land Base is the owner of 3rd floor, A-
35, Rangpuri (Vasant Kunj) Nangal Dewat, New
Delhi. And he has lost original sale deed related to
above property, executed by M/s Shakuntala
Properties Pvt. Ltd., in favour of M/s Ginni Land
base partnership Firm registered vide sale deed
no. 14498 dt. 18.12.2012. Police complaint dt.
26.07.2020 was lodged with Delhi Police. It is
informed that any deal with said lost deed by any
person except my said client regarding said
property, shall be deemed as null and void. If any
person found said deed or is having right in said
property then he may contact and handover the
same and apprise his claim to undersigned and
within 8 days of this publication.
sd-
For AD REM LEGAL SOLUTION
Ch. No. 760, Dwarka Court
Sector-10, Dwarka, New Delhi-75

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Bhavna Oberai D/o Kanwar
Mohan Oberair/o M-137, G. K. -
2, New Delhi 48 (India), am
absolute Regd. Owner and in
possession of property No. C-
221 (earlier C-140), 250 sq.
yds., Street 16, Chattarpur
Enclave Ph. - 2, New Delhi -74,
Delhi. Anyone dealing with
anyone regarding the property,
in any manner, shall be
prosecuted and fully
responsible. Any such dealing
shall be treated illegal, null and
void.

Gaurav Chauhan
(Advocate)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Known all men by these present that my
dients SM. URMILA W/0 SH. DEVTA
PRASAD and SH. DEVTA PRASAD S/0
SH. SARJU PRASAD both R/0 F-9/A,
BLOCK-F, VIKAS NAGAR, UTTAM
NAGAR, WEST DELHI-110059, have
debarred and disowned their son ANKIT
and daughter-in-law GUDIA from all
their moveable and immoveable
properties. In future any person deals
with them, shall do so it his/her own risk
and responsibility. My clients will not be
responsible for their any acts and deeds.

SHEKHAR JAIN (Advocate)
Enrol. No. D/457/2005 DELHI HIGH COURT

Public Notice

Be it known to all concerned that my
clients, Sh. Rajender Kumar Jain Sfo.
Late Sh. Madan Lal Jain and Smt. Raj
Jain W/o Rajender Kumar Jain, R/o.
A-58 Chetak Apartment Rohini sector-9
New Delhi 110085 have debarred and
disowned their son namely, Sh. Gopal
Jainand his wife, Smt. Divya Jain from
all their immovable and movable
properties throughout the territory of
India due to their disrespectful and out
of control conduct towards them. My
clients have severed their relations with
them for all intents and purposes with
immediate effect. Anybody who deals
with them will do so at their own risk and
responsibility.

Rekha Aggarwal (Advocate)
Chamber No.409, Block-3, High Court
New Delhi-110003 Mob: 9810816918

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Licy Aloysius W/o LT Aloysius T,
R/o H.NO. RZ-G-83 Mahavir Enclave (Palam)
Delhi-110045, have decided that my elder
son Shibu Thomas and his wife Anila Shibu
cannot continue to be my legitimate Legal heir
for any purpose and | debar them from my
movable and immovable properties/ assets
and my personal life. Since he has thrown me
out from my house and have not taken care of
me which is his primary responsibility during
my old age. Also request any 3rd party not to
purchase the above property, if you choose to
purchase, all the legal cost and
consequences will rest on you. This is given
to protect the interest of Licy and the general
public.
Sd/-
(S. GOWTHAMAN)
Advocate
W/s. 1454/1996

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Sh. Daya Ram Slo Late Sh.
Ramdev R/o H.No.H-40, P.S. Sultan
Puri, Krishan Vihar, Delhi-86, do here
by disowned & debarred their Grand
sons of namely Mr. Inder Kumar & Mr.
Ankit Kumar S/o Late Sh. Rajesh Kumar
Rlo H.No. H-40, P.S. Sultan Puri, Krishan
Vihar, Delhi-86, from all his moveable &
immovable properties for being disres-
pectful & disobedient towards my client
& my client decided to henceforth severed
all his relations with them. If Grandsons
of my client mentioned above found
involve in any illegal Criminal / Civil matter
etc. at any time. My client shall not be
responsible to any manner whatsoever
& deal with them at his / her own Cost & Risk.
Praveen Kumar (Advocate)
E. No. D/4707/2018

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to public that my clients SMT.
SHEELA DEVI W/O SH. ISHWAR DASS and
SH. ISHWAR DASS S/O SH. MADHO
PRASAD GUPTA R/O C-458 & C-459
RESETTLEMENT COLONY, KHAYALA,
TILAK NAGAR WEST DELHI-18, have
severed all their relations from their sons SH.
HEMANT KUMAR & SH. SANJEEV KUMAR,
S/O SH. ISHWAR DASS and SMT.
KANWALJEET KAUR @ VINITA GUPTA
W/O HEMANT KUMAR and their children
also. Because of their il behavior towards my
clients. My clients have also debarred them
from their property i.e. 1st floor and 2nd floor
situated at plot no. C-458 & C-459
RESETTLEMENT COLONY, KHAYALA,
TILAK NAGAR WEST DELHI-18, for all
purposes in future. It s clarify that they are not
debarred from the shops situated at the
ground floor situated at above said plot no. C-
458 & C-459. Any body dealing with them
shall be doing so at hiser own risk and
responsibility and my clients shall not be
responsible for any act of the aforesad
persons.
Sd/- DEEPAK KUMAR SHARMA
Advocate
Chamber No.: B-1320, L.C. Block,
Rohini Courts, Delhi-85

Family held hostage,
robbed in Uttar Pradesh

Ghaziabad: Six armed robbers barged into
a house in Ghaziabad and stole cash
amounting to Rs 2 lakh as well as gold or-
naments worth Rs 10 lakh, police said on
Tuesday. The incident took place on
Monday night in the Kavi Nagar police sta-
tion area, they said. The robbers held the
family hostage and committed the crime.
They also held an 8-year-old child at gun-
point, SP (City) Maneesh Mishra said. PTI
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PANKI THERMAL POWER
STATION, PANKI, KANPUR UTTAR
PRADESH RAJYAVIDYUT

UTPADAN NIGAM LTD. TENDER
NOTICE Sealed and Separate
Tenders are hereby invited containing
requisite Tender Cost, Earnest Money
(Re-fundable) through NEFT/RTGS in
the CBI Account no. 1439501795
(IFSC- CBIN0280983, MICR-
208016020) in Name of Dy. CAO,
CFA & BO, PTPS, Panki, Kanpur and
Tendered will have to provide the
signed copy of UTR Number, Name of
Account and photo copy of Pay in Slip
along with relevant required Tender
documents as per Pre-qualifying
Condition and other commercial terms
& conditions. Details of Tender Notice
as well as Tender Specifications/
Corrigendum may be seen on our
Web Site: www.uprvunl.org/ e-
tender portal www.etender.up.nic.in
1. E-Tender- 05/1x660 MW _ PTEP/

AFTER REMOVAL OF RED BEACONS
Haryana MLAs to get
red flags for vehicles to
ensure ‘due recognition’

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH, JULY 28

THREE YEARS after reject-
ing ‘VIP culture’ by remov-
ing red beacons from atop
their vehicles, Haryana
MLAs will soon be out on
the roads with their vehi-
cles supporting a different
symbol of their special sta-
tus -- red flags. The use of
these ‘red flags’ will be per-
mitted for both their official
aswell as personal vehicles.

Haryana Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Gian Chand
Gupta, however, said that
these flags were not sym-
bols of VIP culture, and
were being given only to
ensure "identity and due
recognition of the MLA,
while onroad".

Allthe 90Haryana MLAs
willsoonget ared-flageach

bearing Haryana Vidhan
Sabha logo and Member of
Haryana Vidhan Sabha,
MLA written onit.

It was in April, 2017
whentheUnion Cabinethad
decided that red beacon
lights will be removed from
allvehicles,including that of
Prime Minister.

The reasons given by
the Vidhan Sabha Speaker
Gian Chand Gupta for in-
troducing the new system
are that “in the absence of
any proper identification
on their vehicles, MLAs
face harassment at the toll-
plazas, have towaitinlong
queues sometimes even
for 30 minutes". Further,
the Speaker said, “in cer-
tain cases police personnel
had misbehaved with cer-
tain MLAs due to lack of
adequate identification on
their vehicles”.

SE__(CIVIL)/ CCD-lll/ 2020-21

PREPARATION OF DIFFETENT BILL
MONTHLY ACCOUNTS ETC. FOR
CFA & BO, PTPS, PANKI KANPUR
Estimated Cost 6,21,500.00 Tender
Fee: 826.00 Earnest Money: 12,500/-
OPENING DATE OF E-TENDER:
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PUBLIC NOTICE

It is brought to the notice of the General
Public and Banks / Financial Institutions/
NBFC's etc that my Client has entered
into an “Bayana Agreement / Agreement
to Sell” dated 30-01-2020 & 13-02-2020
respectively, in favor of my client,
affirming the execution of Registration of
below mentioned property in favor of my
client or his nominee(s) on or before
30-04-2020, which was mutually extended
up to 30-06-2020 due to prevailing Covid
situation.

“Residential Apartment No. GBG-044,
Tower -G, measuring 1913 Sq. Ft.,along
with one Car parking bearing No.
POGO011 in residential Complex known
as DLF New Town Heights, Sector - 91,
Gurugram - 122001, Haryana”.

with Mrs. Shalini Singh,W/o Mr. Manish
Kumar Singh R/o GBG-044, DLF New|
Town Heights, Sector - 91, Gurugram —
122001, Haryana (Seller).

Further said Mrs. Shalini Singh has also
vide the above Bayana Agreement / ATS
received a Bayana amount of Rs.3,51,000/-
(Rupees Three Lacs Fifty One Thousand
only) against the Sale of above said
property, and the remaining amount was
agreed in principle to be paid by my client|
on the date of execution of Sale Deed.
That my client has also marked his
attendance in the office of Sub - Registrar,
Gurugram, Haryana on 09-07-2020 along
with the balance amount payable to said|
Mrs. Shalini Singh, but she has not|
presented herself for execution of said
Sale Deed, in spite of my client various
follow-ups.

Therefore General Public, Banks / Financial
Institutions / NBFC's etc are hereby informed,
that if anybody has any claim, right or interest

PUBLIC NOTICE

Know all men by at large that my client,
SH. SHIV KUMAR S/O SH. RAM LAL &
SMT. KALAWATI W/O SH. SHIV KUMAR,
R/O T-701, J.J. COLONY, MANGOL PURI,
DELHI-110083 have disowned and
severed all relations with their daughter
SIMRAN and debarred her from all their
movable and immovable properties and
their personal life absolutely and forever
due to her wrong acts and behaviour. Any
Body dealing with her in civil and criminal
matter shall be doing at his/her/their own
risk, cost and expenses & my clients and
other family member will not be
responsible for the same at any
circumstances. With immediate effect.
Sd/- S.K. Taarik (Sheenu)
(Advocate)
D/063/08, RU-1, Sub Registrar Office,
Pitampura, Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENT PUSHPALATA DEVI W/O
LALAN PANDIT R/O PAKARI, SIWAN.
BIHAR, NOW AT: PLOT NO: 38 & 39,
R-BLCOK PART-Il, VIKAS NAGAR
DELHI SEVERE ALL RELATIONS &
DEBAR HER SON/ DAUGHTER
SANDEEP KUMAR, SMT. BABITA
KUMARI & PANDIT ASHISH LALAN
FROM ALL MY MOVABLE &
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES DUE TO
THEIR MISCONDUCT & BEING OUT
OF CONTROL. MY CLIENT WILL NOT
BE RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS ANY
ACTS/DEALINGS IN FUTURE.
Sd/-
RAMESH THAKUR
Advocate
CH. NO. 424,
PATIALA HOUSE COURTS, DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Mr. Tirath Ram S/o Bhagat
Krishan Kumar R/o S-31A, School
Block, Shakarpur Baramad, East
Delhi, Delhi-110092 has severed his
all relations with his Son Mr. Hemant
Kumar Bhasrula and disowned him
from all his present and future assets,
movable and immovable properties,
due to his disobedience. If anybody
deals with him will do so at their own
risk, cost and consequences. My
client shall not be responsible for any
acts or omissions for Mr. Hemant.
Deepak Kumar (Advocate)
Office: A-420, LGF, Defense Colony,

New Delhi-110024

My clients Sh. Ram Kinkar Rai, S/o.
Late Sh. Ram Shakal Rai and Smt.
Arti Rai, W/o. Sh. Ram Kinkar Rai
both residents of C-542, Sangam
Vihar, New Delhi -110080, hereby
disown their daughter Smt. Shivani
Rai W/o. Sh. Divyanshu Sharma
and debar her from inheriting any
movable or immovable property
belonging to my clients. Any one
dealing with the aforesaid person
shall be doing so at his/her own risk
and consequences.

Keshav Kumar(Advocate)

Ch. No.238, Lawyer's Block
Saket Courts, N.D.-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is for the information of public that,
my client SMT. KAWALJEET KAUR W/0
LATE S. SURINDER SINGH ARORA R/0
17-A DDA LIG FLATS, RAJOURI GARDEN
EXTN., NEW DELHI-110027, has
lost/misplaced the original d of
SHOP BEARING PVT. NO. 3 ON GROUND
FLOOR BACK SIDE, PART OF PROPERTY
BEARING NO. R-546, NEW RAJINDER
NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110060 and Police
Report has been lodged in this regard.
That nobody should misuse the same.
RAJAN MAHAJAN (Advocate)

306, 307, Transport Authority Building,
District Centre, Janak Puri, N.D.-58

etc. on the above
Property, then the same should be conveyed
to me within 7 days, along with complete
details thereof, otherwise it will imply that
nobody has any claim, right or interest /
charge / lien / encumbrance etc. on
the said Property and my client shall be at
liberty to take any legal action against the
Seller for execution of Sale Deed in his favor.

Devender Mor (Advocate)
A-1/5,2nd Floor,Hardev Nagar,Burari
Bypass, Delhi-110084 Ph-9990497000

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to the public at large
that my clients S. Sarabjeet Singh,
S/o late S. Sukha Singh and Smt
Harwant Kaur W/o S. Sarabjeet
Singh, both R/o WZ-49, First Floor,
Mukherjee Park, Tilak Nagar, Delhi
110018 has disowned and severe
their all relations with their son S.
Karanbeer Singh, his wife Smt.
Gurpreet Kaur and their children
Master Jasmeh Singh and Ms.
Meerab Kaur, all R/lo WZ-49, First
Floor, Mukherjee Park, Tilak Nagar,
Delhi 110018 from the right of
inheritance in respect of their all
movable and immovable
properties, at present held or to be
held and purchased in future and
they shall have no concern right,
interest or lien in the same in any
manner whatsoever for all the time
to come as they both are not taking
care of my clients and even
threatening them to initiate civil as
well as criminal proceedings
against them. My clients have no
concern with the above named S.
Karanbeer Singh and his family in
future as my clients have severed
their relations, socially and
economically with them. Any body
dealing with the above named S.
Karanbeer Singh and his family
members in any manner shall be
doing at their/his/her own risk and
my clients were not held
responsible for any misconduct
offence / action/act done or
conducted by themin any manner

NEERAJ SURI ADVOCATE
Chamber No. 211, Civil Side,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

“"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

22.08.2020 2. E-Tender- 08/PTEP/SE
(CIVIL)/ CCD-IIl/2020-21 CATERING
SERVICES IN GUEST HOUSE,
PTEP PANKI KANPUR Estimated
Cost: 3,26,000.00 Tender Fee: 354.00
Earnest Money: 6,500/- OPENING
DATE OF E-TENDER : 20.08.2020 3.
E-Tender- 09/PTEP/ SE (CIVIL)/

Purvanchal Vidyut Vitran
Nigam Limited (PuVVNL)
(A subsidiary of UP Power
Corporation limited) Purvanchal
Vidyut Bhavan, Vidyut Nagar,
P.O. - D.L.W., Varanasi -221004
Website: http://www.etender.up.
nic.in Tender Date Extension

CCD-lll/ _2020-21 CLEANING OF
NALA FROM CISF BARRACK TO
ETP AND SURROUNDING ASH DAM
IN PTEP PANKI Estimated Cost:
3,98,000.00 Tender Fee: 354.00
Earnest Money: 7,500/- OPENING
DATE OF E-TENDER : 06.08.2020 4.
E-Tender- 10/1x660 MW PTEP/ SE

The date of submission & opening
of e-tender no., EAV-11/2020-21
is here by extended up to
06.08.2020 (15:00 PM) &
07.08.2020 (15:00 PM)
respectively. Further details can be
seen at website www.etender.up.
nic.in. Other terms and conditions
shall remain same. Sd/- (Rajesh

Kumar) Superintending
Engineer  (MM-I) “SAVE

(CIVIL)/ CCD-IIl/ 2020-21 GENERAL
CLEANING WORK OF OFFICER
COLONY AND PROJECT HOSPITAL
OF PTEP, PANKI, KANPUR
Estimated Cost: 8,73,000.00 Tender
Fee: 1,062.00 Earnest Money:
17,500/- OPENING DATE OF E-

ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST
OF THE NATION” Usih: 2034/
qfafaf fa.(am)/ay.-r#ss-1/
oo feAteR: 27.07.2020

TENDER: 22.08.2020 5. E-Tender-
11/1x660 MW _ PTEP/ SE (CIVIL)/

CCD-llI/ 2020-21 MAINTENANCE OF
PARK AND PLANTATION IN
OFFICERS COLONY AT PTEP,
PANKI, KANPUR Estimated Cost:
17,43,442.00 Tender Fee: 2,124.00
Earnest Money: 35,000/- OPENING
DATE OF E-TENDER: 22.08.2020 6.
E-Tender- 12/1x660 MW PTEP/

SE(CIVIL)/CCD-I11/2020-21 ANNUAL
MAINTENANCE OF FRONT LAWN
OF PROJECT HOSPITAL &
GROUND BEHIND CHIEF
ENGINEER OFFICE PTEP, PANKI.
Estimated Cost: 3,85,914.00 Tender
Fee: 472.00 Earnest Money: 8,000/-
OPENING DATE OF E-TENDER:
22.08.2020 7. E-Tender- 02/ PTPS/

E&MCC-III/ E&MCD-VIII/ _2020-21

RATE CONTRACT FOR REWINDING
AND REPAIRING OF SUBMERSIBLE
PUMPS AND MOTORS OF PTPS,
PANKI. Estimated Cost: 4,90,259.00
Tender Fee: 590.00 Earnest Money:
10,000/- OPENING DATE OF E-

TENDER: 28.08.2020 Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER Web Site

www.uprvunl.org “SAVE|
ELECTRICITY FOR THE NATION” .

SU. UER AN wrueE fates g-
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TR 3B A Sl € | e go shoadt afea
ql e’ I SRA ST /i TR &
e | i s, foRla 400 oA
ITFR GUS, 3.9, TR AR HRUNSH
3N sfiean, fafoa a=w, qUeER § @
WTA-10896364236, e STETHTAH HIg-
SBI0000682 (MICR No. 110024101) ¥
Fraifa Tma qe s =% | e foem wd o
faam ¥ fruiRe fw @ wd SgAeR
FHRINTA . % EH Wl F FAR B R
ferddt oft shrdfeera & srelgTaierRendl o Hraie™
T @1 T ekl © | e feremon E-ffaey Wit
Jererge W Aot e W st fafer we v
qeh IueTed] T | ffeey & fomedt off demer =
fafer fomar £-fafae dida s 3@ fomn
S | €. -fAferer W@m-05/2020-2021 faregd 400
FAl. IuEE guEEE Wi 50
WATIR, T R (LW, Tw) F
AR STt T A2 IF T o1 1 | eRkie
afr % 1200/~ wE fafew gew =
250.00+18% SM.TH. 2. A | Ga &1 faf¥r 27—
08-2020. T/~ ( ST A=) faga
400 el 3T WM TWUE, I TR
Zrafee wRUNeF fa. JemEe ) ay e
F fooelt sw@” wAiewr 747 fa 400

07 /drErdea/q. 3. /6. 9. <./ fammoe feie 28.07.2020

wAIuw(. )& feAiw 28/7/20

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE

Department

Electrical (TRD)

Electrical (TRD)

Tender No.

T-04-Elect-TRD-MB-20-21 | T-05-TRD-MB-20-21

Name of Work

Loading, Unloading, | OHE modification in
Erection, Testing and |connection with
Commissioning of |provision of FOB at
Transformer of 12.5 MVA | Rampur station over
at Jwalapur/TSS to | Moradabad Division.
increase the reliability of
OHE Traction Power
Supply in LRJ-DDN
section in connection with
upcoming Kumbh Mela.

ing

Tender Closing Date & Time | 21.08.2020, 15:00 Hrs.

21.08.2020, 15:00 Hrs.

t Book

Advertised Value (Rs.)

17,31,839.23 (Excl. GST) [13,05,426.96 (Excl. GST)

Earnest Money (Rs.) 34,600.00 26,100.00
Tender Doc. Cost (Rs.) 2000.00 2000.00
Validity of Offer (Days) 45 Days 45 Days
Period of Completion 60 days 45 days

Website particulars &
Address of office

www.ireps.gov.in
Divisional Railway
Manager's Office, Northern| Manager's Office,
Railway, Moradabad.

www.ireps.gov.in
Divisional Railway

Northern Railway,
Moradabad.

Tender Notice No.: Elect/TRD/MB/2020-21/TN-09 Date : 28.07.2020 1657/20
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

m G.B. Pant National Institute of

E 3 Himalayan Environment (NIHE)

(Formerly Known as G.B. Pant Institute of Himalayan Environment & Development)
Kosi-Katarmal, Almora - 263 643, Uttarakhand

http://gbpihed.gov.in and http://gbpihed.in.

TENDER NOTICE No.
GBPNIHE/NMHS MOEFCC-GOI /Equipment/SM/2020-21/05
E-tenders are invited on behalf of the Director, GBPNIHE, Kosi- Katarmal, Almora
from eligible reputed and registered firms/suppliers/manufacturers for supply of
Ground Penetrating Radar under NMHS MOEFCC-GOI Project. The last date of
submission of online tender is 11.08.2020 at 3.00 PM. The documents shall be
submitted online at website https://moefcc.euniwizarde.com.

The full details of equipments and documents are available in the Institute Website

Administrative Officer
Email: ao@gbpihed.nic.in

$ For All Advert

0
H

0120-6651214

Call

New Delhi
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SEARCH FOR KIDNAPPED

General Public is hereby informed that
one girl namely Naaj D/o Md. Shakeel
R/o H.No. T-810, Kabir Basti Malka Ganj,
Subzi Mandi, Delhi. Age-16 Years,
Height 4’7" Face Long, Complexion-
Sallow, Built Normal, Wearing:
Pink Colour Suit, Blue Colour Jeans &
Golden Colour Chappal in her feet has
been Kidnapped from her home since

Naaj
06.07.2020. In this regard a vide FIR No. 200/2020 u/s 363

IPC dated 06.07.2020 at PS Subzi Mandi, Delhi

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out
the girl but no clue has come to light so far, If any one having
any information about this girl please inform undersigned.
Web-site http://cbi.nic.in

SHO

P.S. Subzi Mandi, Delhi

Ph. 011-23823161, 32827354
Mob.: 8750870126

E-mail : cic@cbi.gov.in

Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax.: 011-24368639
DP/369/N/2020

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
The Dy. Chief Engineer/Const.-I, Northern Railway, State Entry Road, New Delhi for
and on behalf of President of India invites open e-tender under Single Packet System
for the under noted work:-

1. | Name of work and location: | Balance work of Additional holding line between
Anand Vihar & Chandernagar station in c/w
Development of new coaching terminal at Anand

Vihar Railway Station (Phase-II) (Third call)

2. | Completion period of the
work:

06 (Six) months from the date of issue of
acceptance letter.

Rs. 58.25 Lakh (Rupees Fifty eight lakh & twenty
five thousand only)

Rs. 1,16,500.00 (Rupees One lakh sixteen
thousand five hundred only)

3. | Approx. cost of work:

4. | Earnest money amount (to
be deposited Online):

5. | Date & Time of submission
e-tender and opening of
tender

Tenders may be uploaded 11.30 hrs. on
21.08.2020 on IREPS web site i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in. The bidders can only
participate in the e-tender, the tender will be
openedat 11.30 hrs.on 21.08.2020

The detailed e-tender notice is available on Northern
Railway web sitei.e. www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in.
Above tenders document will be available on
IREPS web site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in from
31.07.2020 to 21.08.2020.

All other terms and conditions in respect of above
tenders are given in tender document.

The detailed tender notice also can be seen on
the Notice Board of the above office.

No. 220-Acs/1/1161/Holding Line Date: 28.07.2020 1659/2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
INDIAN RAILWAYS

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (RAILWAY BOARD)

OPEN TENDER NO. RS (POL)058/508/2020

(BID INVITATION)
Offers are invited for and on behalf of the President of India from the
Companies registered with Insurance Regulatory Development Authority for
carrying out General Insurance, including Marine Insurance in India, for Marine
Insurance of:-

6. | Detailed Tender Notice &
Tender Document:

. Last date for
Description of the Covers of bids|
Open Cover (Basic) ICC (B) for bulk consignments inclusive of | 20.08.2020

broad conditions; Steel items, wheel, tyres, axles, rails & Sheets,
angles and other similaritems, in bulk only.

Open Cover (All Risk) ICC (A) for specific items, inclusive of
defective packaging losses due to handling etc. throughout the
passage of insured items upto the ultimate consignee inclusive of
broad conditions.

(a) Locomotive spares, Plant/Machinery/signaling/Telecom-
munication/Microwave/X-ray equipments and Instruments, Hospital
Equipments/Diesel & Electrical Loco components/Electrical/
Electronic items, similar spares/components and stores of non-fragile
nature only.

(b) Locomotive and Coaches in knocked down/Semi Knocked down
condition as per ICC (A) Clause.

(c) Wheel sets and axles

(d) All other materials in form of liquid, thinner, paints, varnish etc., in
new drums (subject to an excess of 1/2% on whole consignment)

(e) All material of fragile nature like Insulators/Ceremics/
Asbestos/Porcelain and Graphite.

(f) Locos fully assembled.

(g) Coaches fully assembled.

(h) Crane Fully assembled.

(i) Track machine fully assembled/complete knocked down condition/
semi knocked down condition.

2. Estimated value ofthe tenderis Rs. 27,17,000/-.

2.1 Non-transferable bid documents containing detailed terms & conditions may be
collected from the Director, Railway Stores (M), Room No.156/15, Rail Bhawan,
New Delhi 110001. (Between 10.00 hrs. and 14.30 hrs.) on all working days.

3. The tender document can also be downloaded for use on the website
www.indianrailways.gov.in.

4. Offers submitted through the agents will not be accepted.

5. Tenders can be submitted on all working days, to DRS(C) in room No.156/15, upto
14.30 hours on 20.08.2020 and the same shall be opened at 15.00 Hrs on the same
day in room No. 156/15, Rail Bhawan, New Delhi, in the presence of bidders who
choose to witness the opening of offers. In case 20.08.2020 happens to be a holiday,
the date of submission and opening shall be extended to the next working day.

6. Acceptance of the Tender: The purchaser reserves the right to accept a tender
for a part or whole of the offer, reject any tender without assigning any reason and
may not accept the lowest or any tender. Time for submission of bids would be upto
14.30 hrs. and same will be opened at 15.00 hrs. on 20.08.2020.

(Vinod Kumar)

Director, Railway Stores (M)

For & on behalf of the President of India
Ministry of Railways, Railway Board
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TP Central Institute of Plastics Engineering & Technology <=5

B CIPET : CSTS Guwahati
Contact no. +91 8811099022 / 9957193628

NOTICE INVITING QUOTATION (NIQ)

Tender No.: CIPET/GHY/ADMIN/TENDER-01/CBCT/2020-21 Date: 29.07.2020

Central Institute of Plastics Engineering & Technology, CIPET: CSTS
Guwahati invites sealed Quotation in from reputed Manufacturers /
Dealers / Vendors for supply of Carbon Black Content Tester at
P.O. Changsari, Dist. Kamrup, Assam-781101.

Interested bidders may visit the website www.cipet.gov.in for
detailed terms and conditions & specifications. Bidders are
requested to submit their quotation with necessary terms and
conditions. Last Date of Submission of quotation is 13.08.2020 till
5:30 PM. Bidders are requested to visit the CIPET website on
regular basis for any corrigendum / modification. sdl-

Manager (Project) & Head

GOVT. COLLEGE FARRUKH NAGAR,
GURUGRAM

Advt. No. 01 Dated: 27.07.2020

Advertisement

Sealed Quotation are invited from the author-
ized vendors for manpower supply under Haryana
Govt. Policy-1 rules in the name of the undersigned
latest by August 03, 2020. The quotations should
bear superscription “Quotation for Manpower
Supply.” The quotation will be open on the same
day i.e. 03.08.2020 at 2.30 P.M.

Sd/- Principal
Govt. College Farrukh Nagar
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(A GOVT. OF INDIA ENTERPRISE)
JEEVAN VIKAS BUILDING, 30/31A, ASAF ALI ROAD, NEW DELHI -
Tel. : 23214201, 23213945, Fax : 23216713

e-AUCTION ANNOUNCEMENT

MSTC WILL HOLD E-AUCTION OF BUILDING AND
STANDING STRUCTURE AT PLOT NO. 129G/02 ON 07.08.2020
ON LEASE BASIS ON BEHALF OF NOIDA SPECIAL ECONOMIC
ZONE AUTHORITY FOR DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT
MR. SOURABH KUMAR (MSTC) MOBILE NO. 9811146516,
R.P.VERMA (NSEZ) TELEPHONE NO. 0120-2567270

For details log on to www.mstcecommerce.com or www.mstcindia.co.in
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NORTHERN RAILWAY
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

30-ELECT-17-T-2020-21-E3

Electrical work in connection with:

(i) Augmentation of out pit (old shed) at New
Delhifor maintenance of electric locomotives.

(ii) Provision of additional pits with shed at New
Delhiout pit.

(iii) Development of 4-C park, Prem Nagar, Patel
Nagar, New Delhi.

(iv) Provision of additional pits at Delhi main out pit.

Name of work and its
location

OFFICE OF SUPERITENDING
ENGINEER, YANTRIK MANDAL,
U.P. JAL NIGAM, GHAZIABAD

Letter. No.: 294INIVIDA/80
Date.: 24.07.2020

SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTICE
E-tender for SITCof 1010 KVA &
250 KVA Silent D.G. set along
with separate panel of suitable
capacity and allied works at 100
Cusec Ganga Jal WTP
Siddharath Vihar, Gaziabad & 50
Cusec Ganga Jal WTP, Pratap
Vihar, Gaziabad invited by U.P.
Jal Nigam that shall be
downloaded and uploaded at e-
procurement website https://
etender.up.nic. in from 31.07.
2020 at 15:00 hrs. to 17.08.2020 at
17:00 hrs. E-tender shall be
opened on 18.08.2020 at 15:00 hrs.
onwards at office of
Superintending Engineer, Yantrik
Mandal, U.P. Jal Nigam, Gaziabad.
The cost of tender document is
10,000+18% GST which can be
deposited through RTGS only.All
other conditions shall be as per
NIT and tender document.
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81969/HRY Gurug ram Approx cost of the works in| Rs. 29.37 lacs
Address of the office Sr. Divil Elect. Engineer/General, New Delhi.
EASTERN COALFIELDS LIMITED T, Rs. 58800.00

(A Suhsidiary of Coal India Limited)
NMOTICE
“All the tenders issued by CIL and its subzidianios
for procurement of Goods, Works kServices are
avallable on |) Website of Coal India Limibed:
www . coalindia.in, i} Website of ECL:
www easterncoal.nbc.in, (1} CIL e-Precurement

Portal: hitpsc/fcoalindiatenders.nic.in, iv}

Central Public Procurement Partal: ﬂllﬂﬂ:i £
BRrocurg. gov.in, In sddition, procurcment is also
dame thrsugh GaM Porlal: i i

E-TENDER NOTICE

Dy. CSTE/P/TW, DIVISIONAL RAILWAY MANAGER OFFICE, 2'° FLOOR, ROOM No.
203, State Entry Road, New Delhi - 110055 for & on behalf of 'President of India' invites
online OPEN E- tender in single packet system from the experienced & established
contractors having sufficient experience in similar work and satisfying minimum
eligibility criteria on the prescribed form for the under noted work :

1 [Name of work "Trenching, laying, jointing of 6 quad cable along with
provision of LC gate communication, emergency sockets etc
and trenching, laying, splicing, termination of OFC in
connection with DFCC alignment on Ambala-Yamuna Nagar

Jagadhri (UMB-YJUD) section of Ambala Division."

N

Approximate cost
of the work

Rs. 67,00,987.98 (Sixty Seven Lakh Nine Hundred Eighty
Seven and paisa Ninety Eight only).

w

Cost of tender form | Nil

S

Address from where
tender document
can be downloaded.

Indian Railways website www.ireps.gov.in from 29.07 2020
from 11:30 hrs.

o

Earnest money Rs. 1,34000.00 (One Lakh Thirty Four Thousand only).

o

Completion period 5 (five) months.

]

Date and time of Tender to be submitted online on Indian Railways website
submission of tender | www.ireps.gov.in from 06.08.2020 up to 11:30 hrs of
and opening of tender| 20.08.2020.

Date of tender Opening: 20.08.2020 at 11:30 hrs.

8 [ Detailed Tender Notice

Available at Indian Railways website www.ireps.gov.in.

1671/2020 Room No. 306, Rail Bhawan, Raisina Road, New Delhi-110001 NO. 172-SIG/P/SW/NR/T-181-R3 DATE 28 07 2020 1656/20
Serving Customers with a Smile SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Date & time of submission
of tender

Opening of tender
Website & notice board

20.08.2020, 12.00 Hrs.

20.08.2020, 12.00 Hrs

www.ireps.gov.in
& Sr. Divl. Elect. Engineer/General, New Delhi.

1658/2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

TENDER NOTICE
Tender Notice No.:JHS/Dy.CMM/2020-21/05 Date: 24/07/2020
Tender No.:51205180B Dated: 24.07.2020
For and on behalf of President of India, the Deputy Chief Material Manager
(G.S.D.), General Stores Depot. North Central Railway, Jhansi invites online
open tender from reputed and experienced Suppliers for the following work:

. Earnest Delivery Qty.
Item Description Money Schedule
Door Arrangment for BOBRN Wagon-to
RDSO Drg No. WD 91071-S-66 Alt 09 ¥82970/-| 90 Days (280 N
Consisting of item No. 1,7,4,9 in Assembled Y o8]
condition. item No. 06 & 08 Loos Condition
Closing Date & Time of the tender 14.08.2020 (14:30)

Open Date & Time of the tender
Availability of Tender

14.08.2020 (14:30)

Tender shall be made available on NCR website
http://lwww.ireps.gov.in Detailed Terms & Conditions
willbe available in the tender documents.

814/20(AN)

[f] North central railways [w] @ CPRONCR
@ MUNICIPAL CORPORATION KOTA |5 f?-
: (NORTH/SOUTH) (RAJASTHAN)
RAJEEV GANDHI BHAWAN DUSHERA GROUND KOTA

Tel Ph.No.: 0744-2500197, email: nnkota@gmail.com www.kotame.org

No:- NNK/Fire/2020/236-251 Date: 27.07.2020
NIB No 15/ 2020-21 (Re-Tender)

Notice Inviting online Bids for Supply of Fire Fighting Vehicles and
Equipments for Municipal Corporation, Kota- (Raj.) (as per
following Vehicles/Equipments/works) on behalf of KSCL through e-
procurement portal http:/eproc.rajasthan.gov.in from eligible bidders
in accordance with RTPP Act 2012 and RTPP Rules 2013, amended up
to date and under national Competitive bidding with Single Stage, Two-
Envelop Bidding procedure for following Vehicles/Equipments/works.
Detailed NIT & Bid Documents can be seen at the websites
SPPP.raj.nic.in, http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in & kotamc.org.

Sd/-
Commissioner
Municipal Corporation, Kota North

Office Of The Executive Engineer
Delhi Water Supply Maintenance
Unit, Uttar Pradesh Jal Nigam R-1,
Raj Nagar, Near Hint Chouraha,
Ghaziabad (U.P.) Pin 201002
NO. : 813 /Nivida /123
Dtd. : 27.07.2020
SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTICE

Online percentage rate short
term e-tender for “Supply of
manpower equipped with
required T&P for maintenance of
Screens, Cleaning of campus,
Operation of gates etc., &
horticulture work including
supply of manure, plants etc.
under 200 cusec Delhi Water
Supply Maintenance Scheme” is
hereby invited in two bid system on
behalf of M.D., U.P. Jal Nigam from
the contractors having requisite
work experience and financial
capability. Tender document shall
be available at e-procurement
website http://etender.up.nic.in
latest by 31.07.2020. Interested
contractors may view & download
tender document and upload
their bids, duly filled, online latest
by 14.08.2020 up to 01:30 P.M.
Technical & Financial Evaluation
cum technical Bid (Pre Qualification
Bid) of E-tender shall be opened on
14.08.2020 at 03:00 P.M.

[5] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

Open Tender Notice No.
NER-BSB0SnT-OT-05-2020
"Open Tenders" through Online (E-
Tendering) are invited by Divisional
Railway Manager (Signal &
Telecomm)/Varanasi/N.E. Railway for
and behalf of the President of India for

the following works:

S.N. : 1, Tender Notice No. &
Description of work :- NER-
BSB0OSnT-OT-05-2020: Name of
work :- Provision of Master, Slave
Gate telephone with Voice logging
facility in place of FCT telephone at
level crossing gates in CPJ-THE & CI-
THE section of BSB Division, Details:
Approx. Value (Rs.) :- 3595902.84,
E.M.D. Money (Rs.) :- 71900.00,
Cost of Tender Forms :-Rs. 3000.00,
Completion time 09 Months.
Tender Closing date & Time :-
24.08.2020 up to 15.00 Hrs. Note:-1.
Tender Online will be submitted up to
15 Hrs on date 24.08.2020., 2. For full
details and submission of bid kindly
visit the Official website of Indian
railwaysi.e. www.ireps.gov.in.

Divl. Rly. Manager (S&T)
CPROI/Signal-14 Varanasi
|Aboutany, ger amenity complai

SMS on Mob. No.: 09794845955

Do Not Smoke Bi

arette in train

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

(Open E-Tender Notice) NORTHERN RAILWAY
The Sr Divisional Cgmmercial Manager/Coaching, Northern Railway, Delhi Division, New Dglhi invit_es online.e-tender throggh website https:/lireps.gov.in, for the parking TENDER NOTICE
contracts for the period of 3 (Three) years, to be closed on 18.08.2020 at 15:00 hrs at the following stations/locations (Ready Sites): “(Through etendering).
S | Name of work with its location/Railway Station Advertise Cost of Earnest | Website particulars where
N value/ Tender Money | complete details of tender Nam(.a of work with its Shifting of BTS system along with provision of earthing
Reserve | document | Deposit | document can be seen location for BTS & Tower and Trenching & Laying of Telecom
Price of one| & 18% (inRs) cable at Ballabhgarh Station in Palwal-New Delhi
year in (Rs)| GST (in Rs) Section of DLI division.
1 Parking. contract of Car-Bus-Truck-Tempo at Rohtak Railway station (ROK) “A” Category, with 4,94,727 2,360 29,700 https:/lireps.gov.in/ App. Cost of the work (Rs) | Rs. 5,34,416.02/- only
measuring an area of 504 sq mtrs tender no: Parking43-2020
2 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car-Bus-Truck-Tempo at Kurukshetra Railway Station 11,02,080 3,540 66,200 https:/lireps.gov.in/ Tender Document Fee (Rs) | Rs. 0/- only
(KKDE), “B” Category, with measuring an area of 800 sq mtrs tender no: Parking44-2020 Earnest Money Deposit (Rs) | Rs. 10,700/- only
3 | Parking contract of Car-Bus-Truck-Tempo at Panipat Railway Station (PNP) 1st entry, “A” 8,06,185 3,540 48,400 https:/lireps.gov.in/ Address of the office Deputy Chief Signal and Telecommunication
Category, with measuring an area of 515.2 sq mtrs tender no: Parking45-2020 Engineer/NMO, Northern Railway, 2" Floor, Annexe-1,
4 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car at Badli Railway Station (BHD) opposite to the existing 12,73,996 3,540 76,500 https:/lireps.gov.in/ DRM office, New Delhi-110055.
parking, “D” Category, with measuring an area of 1376.4 sq mtrs tender no: Parking46-2020 " R R .
5 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Panipat Railway Station (PNP), 2" entry “A” Category, 11,68,380 3,540 70,200 https:/lireps.gov.in/ ?ea:‘tge%;r‘l:rlt;es::gr z;)lt:z:‘:;:le ;I:;]g.eorocllqorzrlg / Uploading date & time- 19.08.2020 up
with measuring an area of 390 sq mtrs tender no: Parking47-2020 . ) N - - - -
6 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Kurukshetra Railway Station (KKDE), 1° Entry ‘B” 11,23,000 | 3,540 67,400 https-/lireps.gov.in/ ::ea'if":z::trizzuv:::r‘e"°t'°e Seethe Norther Railway website www.ireps.gov.in
Category, with measuring an area of 648 sq mtrs tender no: Parking48-2020
7 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Kurukshetra Railway Station (KKDE), 2" Entry “B” 4,29,960 2,360 25,800 https:/l/ireps.gov.in/ complete details of the tender
Category, with measuring an area of 353 sq mtrs tender no: Parking49-2020 can be seen etc.
8 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car- at New Delhi Railway Station (NDLS) Pahar Ganj Side, | 1,75,24,544 11,800 10,51,500 https:/lireps.gov.in/ Tender No. 561-Sig/NMO/BVH-02-2020 Dated : 28.07.2020 1672/2020
“A-1" Category, with measuring an area of 3429.19 sq mtrs tender no: Parking50-2020 _
9 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Shahabad Markanda Railway Station (SHDM), “D” 4,84,560 2,360 29,100 https://ireps.gov.in/ SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
Category, with measuring an area of 375 sq mtrs tender no: Parking51-2020
10| Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car at Meerut City Railway Station (MTC), “A” Category, 34,94,620 5,900 2,09,700 https:/lireps.gov.in/
with measuring an area of 2054.80 sq mtrs tender no: Parking52-2020 -| (& E quHNmE HT uF ANDH“A FHADEEH
11 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Panipat Railway Station (PNP), 1st Entry “A” Category, 17,43,759.66 5,900 1,04,700 https:/lireps.gov.in/ o :’.‘-:" Information & Public Relations De
with measuring an area of 804.70 sq mtrs tender no: Parking53-2020
12| Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Ghaziabad Railway Station (GZB), City Side “A” 48,28,929.33] 5,900 2,89,800 https:/lireps.gov.in/ ENGAGING DUTDOOR MEDIA AGENGIES FOR
Category, with measuring an area of 2551.59 sq mtrs tender no: Parking54-2020 FABRICATIDN & ERECTION OF HOARDINGES BILL
13| Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car at Hazrat Nizamuddin Railway station (HNZM), “A-1” 1,26,23,844 11,800 7,57,500 https:/lireps.gov.in/ BUARDS FOR GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
Category, with measuring an area of 4061.87 sq mtrs tender no: Parking55-2020
14| Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car at Delhi Cantt Railway Station (DEC), “A” Category, 31,94,664 5,900 1,91,700 https:/lireps.gov.in/ H_P':I'i Thdet (220210, oL TB"[”'_:I]EI]
with measuring an area of 709 sq mtrs tender no: Parking56-2020 Governmens of Andhra Fradesh peoposes to pngage (he ssndces of eliphia
15| Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Jind Railway Station (JHI), “B” Category, with measuring 5,34,374 2360 32,100 https:/lireps.gov.in/ apeneys] for fabrcation and permanend erection of el & S G2 4t Teld
an area of 393.39 sq mtrs tender no: Parking57-2020 [l sime fwm 'I'I'-?‘:I'-'I'Ji"HIU side I“JU”.""HE with froeel lit on at ',|'|||_:|_p.\.-\; il
16 Pi:‘king cont.ract of Cycle-fS1<:50205tesr7at SUthi Mandi Railway Station (SZM), “B” Category, 14,95,268 3,540 89,800 . :ttps:lli;ep::go;l;nzlozo Wl Secredariaks ili.'CIEI:i:IIH i Bl s iIU-‘Ii|iI|:E|i|:|'. i deaance &
with measuring an area o .37 sq mtrs ender no: Parking58- b or L - 5 ’
17| Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car at Nangloi Railway Station (NNO), “B” Category, 16,25,012 3,540 97,600 https:/lireps.gov.in/ :L“rlﬂ_li and Zeir {""I_&H.“: “n"ll_ 5,' ':"E: (BME, I}_ﬂl of TH"_IIH S_"Im-b
with measuring an area of 610 sq mtrs tender no: Parking59-2020 WRETY : B 10,0KKL - (n-relusscdaiie ] and EMD Rs.5.00,0000- The Cest al
18] Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car-Bus-Truck-Tempo at Adarsh Nagar Railway Station 3,79,316 2,360 22,800 https:/lireps.gov.in/ Fender Brhafufe and END shauld be @ The shaps of DD fram Nalionaized
(ANDI/PRS), Shalimar Bagh Side “A” Category, with measuring an area of 398.86 sq mtrs tender no: Parking60-2020 Hank im 1avoul aof "Accoents OHicer, 14FE Depariment, Vijavseada™.
19| Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Palam Railway Station (PM), “D” Category, with 8,25,348 3,540 49,600 https:/l/ireps.gov.in/ Inlerested bidders can obtain lendsr schedule ';h'FP.' o wrdten ranuisiten
mea§urlng an area of 414.70 sq mtrs . . . tender no:.Parkin961.-2020 froem dhe (o, Commissioner. Infwmation aad Pablic Pelalions |.-|[El|.. Inid
20 Parklng“ccsntract of Cygle—ScooterTCar—Bus—Truck—Tempo at Delhi Sadar Bazar Railway Station| 69,54,572 11,800 4,17,300 https:lllreps_.gov.m/ Floor. Ir. NTR Adminisbdive Bodk, Pandit Mok Bus Skation, i 'i.l!l'i.l'«‘-T.lﬂi.l
(DSB), “D” Category, with measuring an area of 1828 sq mtrs tender no: Parking62-2020 f
21| Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Delhi Sarai Rohilla Railway Station (DEE), “A” Category, | 6,37,200 2360 38,300 https://ireps.gov.in/ from J0-0F 2020 ta 12-08-2020 uptn T P, Seled tendies shold reach
with measuring an area of 105.52 sq mtrs tender no: Parking63-2020 Ihig eflice oo Belwe 5.00 PM o 12-08- 3030 Far horier delails can s
Note : Bidders may kindly note that Experience Clause no. 3 of Chapter 3 (Eligibility Criteria), has been deleted from tender conditions of 3 Parking site of Rohtak Railway wirmadl in Bl valiile LAl ocul Eﬂ'ﬂ'llﬂ:l]il.ill i conkact 5 L Kisan
Station (ROK), Kurukshetra Railway Station (KKDE) & Panipat Railway Station (PNP), “A& B” Category Stations i.e. item No. 1to 3. Humar, Bint Tireche (e seaenie] 9121215323
* Applicable GST and TCS has to be paid by licensee extra, over and above the Advertise value/Modified RP license fee. 1654A/2020 Sris T, VLAY KUSER REBIDY, Commissinner
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New Delhi

QFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE
EMGINEER, COMSTRLCTEIR DMMSKIN,
ULP. JAL HIGAM, BAGHPAT
SHORT TEREK E-TEMDER HOTICE
LeHor Mo.: 1062 2 116 fifsnaa

fod 2 17072000

Cinling pancentage mhe a-kandaers
in e Bed pafamn of Relmabling
work wator supply schemes
under “Jal Jeawan MiEEon"
Programme vanous wilages ol
Cistrizt-Baghpal an lum kny basis
& haredy wiled By LR Jal
Higam fram the repoled
cantragiars hawing wark
pxpeience ol smiler works &
limancial capabitiies. Tender
docunment gad Ba avaitabie an -
pracuremanl websiie
hitpdtatandar up, nic.in &
httpfiin.upede. goein  lalesl Ly
20T 2020, imleresied
coniégsiors may view & dimnioad
lencer document and unlocad theis
larder, dily filied, ankne &6 par
sohesdutes grean beloas- Dale -
(1} Upleading Hid documenl al
wedezile) - 2907000 al 1700
hirs... (2} Submission of E-berdas
IecEamast manay woukd ho
depoaited Uy RTGE 22072020
bo OG0B 2020 ak 15:00 hes., |3}
Dnling submisson of e-bids:
29072020 1o . 07.052020 =
10:00 hrs. [4) Dpaning of
lechnizal Ll For pre-cuailtation:
07022020 at 12:08 hrs.

Information Technology
Department,

Corporate Office, Chennai

Indian Bank, a leading Public Sector Bank, is

interested in:

1.Entering into Rate contract for
Procurement, Installation, Implementation
and Maintenance of Scanners with Ranger
Software for Cheque Truncation System
(CTS) and Support for Integration with
Bank’s Own CTS Software .

2.Entering into Rate Contract for
Procurement, Installation & Maintenance of
ADF Scanners.

Interested parties may refer Bank’s Website:

https://www.indianbank.in/tenders for details.

WESTERN RAILWAY - RAJKOT

VARIOUS CONSTRUCTION WORKS IN
CONNECTION WITH DOUBLING PROJECT
Dy.Chief Engineer (Construction),
Western Railway, Rajkot for and on behalf
of President of Union of India invites
E-Tender for following work. E-Tender
Notice No. DYCECRJT-SUNR-RJT-38.
(1) Name of work with its location:
Laying of Broad Gauge main line, Loops,
including Points and Crossings at various
yards, spreading of ballast, tamping of
track, dismantling of existing BG track,
transportation of P.Way material and other
miscellaneous works between Digsar
(Incl.) to Daladi (Incl.) in connection with
Surendranagar-Rajkot Doubling Project.
(2) Approx. Cost of the work:
¥ 15,93,01,043.93/- (3) EMD:
% 9,46,600.00/- (4) Completion Period:
09 (NINE) Months. (5) Date & Time for
submission of bid and opening of bid:
Submission : 21-08-2020 upto 15:00 Hrs.
Opening : 21-08-2020 upto 15:15 Hrs. (6)
Website particulars Notice Board
location where complete details of
tender can be seen & address of the
office: Office of the Dy. Chief Engineer
(Construction), Western Railway, Kothi

Compound, Rajkot. Website:
www.ireps.gov.in RJT-039

Follow us on:E2 twitter.com/WesternRIy
WESTERN RAILWAY-AHMEDABAD

VARIOUS CONSTRUCTION WORKS IN
CONNECTION WITH GAUGE CONVERSION
AND AUTOMATIC SIGNALING
E-Tender Notice No. EL/C/ADI/237/
2020-21 (1) Name of work with its
location: Electrification of different type
of Service building, Platforms, Cover
Sheds and Staff Quarters between
Mahesana-Taranga Hill section in
connection with Guage conversion of
Mahesana-Taranga hill MG to BG as
Material Modification of Bhildi-
Viramgam and Electrification of different
type of office buildings, FOB, Cover
Sheds and other miscellaneous works in
connection with Vatva-Ahmedabad third
line with automatic signaling. (2)
Approximate Cost of Work:
3 94,16,536/- (3) EMD: X 1,88,300/- (4)
Completion Period of work: 12 Months
(5) Date and time of submission and
Opening of bid: As specified on IREPS
portal. (6) Website particular and
Notice Board where details of tender
can be seen and address of the office:
Notice board and office of the Dy. Chief
Electrical Engineer (Construction),
Western Railway, Kalupur, Ahmedabad
(Gujarat-380002) Website:
www.ireps.gov.in. CPM-015

Follow us on:%2 twitter.com/WesternRly
WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD

MODIFICATION IN ELECTRONIC
INTERLOCKING SYSTEM AT UNJHA,
CHHAPI & SIDDHPUR STATION
Dy. Chief Signal & Telecom Engineer,
Construction, Western Railway, 1st
Floor, Station Building, PO :
Railwaypura, Ahmedabad-380002,
acting for and on behalf of the President of
India invites e-Tender for the following
work: Tender No. DY.CSTE/C/DFC/ADI
12020-21/57 (1) Name of work:
Modification in Electronic Interlocking
System (Medha Make) at Unjha, Chhapi &
Sidhhpur Station in connection with
closure of LC gate between Mahesana-
Palanpur section with utility shifting for the
proposed DFCCIL alignment on
Ahmedabad division of Western Railway.
(2) Approximate Cost of Work:
% 96,06,558/- (Rs. Ninety Six Lakh Six
Thousand Five Hundred Fifty Eight only)
(3) EMD: % 1,92,100/- (Rs. One Lakh
Ninety Two Thousand One Hundred only)
(4) Date and time of submission and
Opening of tender: Submission of E-
tender: 11-08-2020 Up to 15:00 Hrs. and
opening at 15:30 Hrs. of 11-08-2020 (5)
Website particular and Notice Board
where details of tender can be seen and
address of the office: Office of the Dy.
Chief Signal & Telecom Engineer (Const.),
Western Railway, Ahmedabad (Gujarat-
380002) Website: www.ireps.gov.in. (6)
Completion period of work: Four (04)
Month from date of issue of letter of
Acceptance. CPM-013

WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD

SUPPLY, INSTALLATION, TESTING AND
COMMISSINING OF SIGNALING MATERIAL
IN CONNECTION WITH UTILITY SHIFTING

Dy. Chief Signal & Telecom Engineer,
Construction, Western Railway, 1st
Floor, Station Building, PO :
Railwaypura, Ahmedabad-380002,
acting for and on behalf of the President
of India invites e-Tender for following
work: Tender No. DY.CSTE/C/DFC/ADI/
2020-21/58 (1) Name of work: Supply,
Installation, Testing and Commissioning
of Signaling Material at various LC Gates
between Ahmedabad-Palanpur section in
connection with utility shifting for the
proposed DFCCIL alignment on
Ahmedabad Division of Western Railway.
(2) Approximate cost of Work:
% 2,99,00,136/- (Rs. Two Crore Ninety
Nine Lakh One Hundred Thirty Six only)
(3) EMD: % 2,99,500/- (Rs. Two Lakhs
Ninety Nine Thousand Five Hundred
only), (4) Date and time of submission
and opening of tender: Submission of
E-tender: 11-08-2020 Up to 15:00 Hrs.
and opening at 15:30 Hrs. of 11-08-2020.
(5) Website particular and Notice
Board where details of tender can be
seen and address of the office: Office of
the Dy. Chief Signal & Telecom Engineer
(Const.), Western Railway, Ahmedabad
(Gujarat-380002). Website:
www.ireps.gov.in. (6) Completion
period of work: Ten (10) Month from date
of issue of letter of Acceptance.  cPm-014

Like us on: {3 facebook.com/WesternRly

E-TENDER NOTICE

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/TRS,
East Central Railway, Gomoh on behalf of
the President of India invites " Open" E-
tender from the eligible and experienced
agencies or contractors for E-Tender No.-
ELS_401_AM_OH_18-19_19R3.
Particulars are as under:

1. Name of the work with its location :
Overhauling of Auxiliary Motors of electric
Locomotive of ELS/GMO for two years =
2880 Nos. in AOH/IOH inspection
Location : Electric Loco Shed, Gomoh
2. Approx. Cost of the work : Rs.
2,44,24,488 .84 ( Rupees Two crore forty
four lakh twenty four thousand four
hundred eighty eight and paise eighty
four only) 3. Earnest Money : Rs.
2,72,100/- (Rupees Two lakh seventy two
thousand one hundred onlyz 4. Date &
Time for submission of tender &
closing of tender : From 03.08.2020 up to
closing of tender at 10:30 hrs. on
17.08.2020 5. Website particulars where
Tender document is available : IREPS
website www.ireps.gov.in. Bidders will be
able to submit their original/revised bids
online through this website only. Manual
offers are not allowed against this tender
and any such manual offer received shall
be ignored. Notice board location where
complete details of tender can be seen :
Notice board of Electric Loco Shed, Gomoh.
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/TRS

East Central Railway, Gomoh

PR/475/DHN/ETRS/ T/20-21/40
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9,52,743 PATIENTS DISCHARGED IN 35 STATES AND UNION TERRITORIES
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In market high, some fears

The primary reason why markets around the world are rallying is the mega stimulus packages
announced by global central banks. A crash in the US could have a cascading impact on India

ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

MARKETS AROUND the world have surged
since end-March, seemingly oblivious to the
pandemic. The NASDAQ Composite has hit
new lifetime highs, Dow and DAX have regis-
tered over 50% gains since March, and Brazil's
Bovespa Index hit a more than four-month
high this month. The Sensex has gained over
40% since hitting a low of 25,981 on March
23 - and continues to rise even as daily case
numbers have gone from around 9,000in the
first week of June to 40,000-45,000 now.

Signs of a bubble?

Financial asset bubbles typically build up
when the surge in financial market indices fail
to reflect the underlying valuations of the as-
set class for an extended period. The primary
reason why markets are rallying is the mega
stimulus packages announced by global cen-
tral banks. The US rally started at the same
time when the decks were cleared for the
most expensive bailout in US history. Three
weeks later, the Federal Reserve announced
it would inject another $2.3 trillion through
unprecedented emergency initiatives targeted
atsmall and midsize businesses,and state and
municipal governments.

With the Fed starting to buy up govern-
ment debt and undertaking to purchase pri-
vate assets — including the corporate debt of
companies such as AT&T, Tesla, Apple and
Coca-Cola - while also lending directly to a
range of market participants, share and
bond prices have soared. Most companies
tried to get over the slide in revenues by at-
tempting to raise fresh capital, both by sell-
ing shares and issuing new bonds. Globally,
nearly $5.5 trillion is estimated to have been
raised so far this year. This has triggered a
windfall on Wall Street, and a cascading rally
across other bourses.

What's the problem?

The stimulus may have juiced the mar-
ket recovery since April, but analysts say the
S&P 500 — an index that measures the stock
performance of 500 large companies, and is
one of the best representations of US stock
markets — has underlying weaknesses: un-
realistic valuation multiples and overlever-
aged corporate balance sheets.

Another major distortion triggered by the
Fed's intervention is that stocks and bonds
are now moving in tandem, which does not
typically happen. The Fed will deliver an up-
date oninterest rate policy and the economy
on Wednesday.

Thereis a growing view that the rally could

Why Gehlot — or Pilot or BJP —is not
asking for a floor test in Rajasthan...

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

ON TUESDAY, the Ashok Gehlot Cabinet
sent yet another recommendation — the
third such communicationin a week — to
Governor Kalraj Mishra asking for a ses-
sion of the Rajasthan Assembly on July 31.
None of the three proposals, however,
mentions whether the government wants
to hold a vote of confidence in the
Assembly, although that is being seen as
the unstated reason behind convening a
session amid a political crisis.

Ever since the crisis began in the sec-
ond week of July, Gehlot had been claim-
ing that his government has the majority
in the 200-member House. What then is
stopping the government from mention-
ing a confidence vote or a floor test as the
agenda for the Assembly session? What
is the Congress’s game-plan? Over a fort-
night into the crisis, what is the state of
play in Rajasthan?

Gehlot and Congress

The Congress and its Gehlot camp ar-
gue that the government and the
Assembly will decide the agenda for the
session, and the Governor cannot raise
queries or interfere on such matters as it
is not in his jurisdiction. In other words,
he has no discretionary powers regarding
summoning of the session. They say the
Governor’s queries are a tactic to delay
convening of a session. If the Governor
turns down the recommendation once
again, the Congress’s political response
would be to seek his removal.

Unofficially, the Congress’s position is
that stating the reason for convening a
session could lead to the Governor rais-
ing more queries or laying down condi-
tions that the party and the government
would rather avoid. “If we state the rea-
son, the Governor could say move a mo-
tion for a floor test, give 10 days or 15 days’
notice and all. Why should we give it?

In his requests for a House session,
CM hasn’t mentioned trust vote. P

There is no obligation to give it,” a senior
leader said.

Congress leaders say the Chief Minister
need not show his majority in the conven-
tional way of moving a motion for express-
ing confidence in the Council of Ministers.
“He can do it in any manner for a show of
support to the government. A whip can
also beissued,” a senior leader said.

The Congress cites the 2016 Supreme
Court judgment in Nabam Rebia and
Bamang Felix vs Deputy Speaker
(Arunachal Pradesh Assembly case)to ar-
gue that when the Chief Minister and his
Council of Ministers enjoy the confidence
of the majority of the House, the power
vested with the Governor under Article
174 to summon, prorogue and dissolve
the House must be exercised in conso-
nance with the aid and advice of the
Cabinet.

Sachin Pilot camp

Sachin Pilot and the 18 rebel Congress
MLAs, who are fighting a disqualification
battle in the Rajasthan High Court, have
been silent on the question of convening a
session. Since they have not been expelled
by the Congress, abstaining from the ses-
sion or voting against the Gehlot govern-

ment would violate the party’s whip and
attract disqualification.

But the Pilot camp claims Ashok Gehlot
does not have amajority and describes the
demand for a session as political postur-
ing, saying that is why the government has
not mentioned a vote of confidence as the
agenda. The Sachin camp claims the gov-
ernment has not given the Governor the
list of MLAs supporting it. While the
Congress has claimed that it had given the
list when Gehlot met the Governor last
week, the Pilot camp asks why the list has
not been made public.

The Pilot camp believes that the two
CPM MLAs have not committed their sup-
port to the government and there is un-
certainty over which way the three BTP
MLAs will move. This camp is also bank-
ing on a disqualification petition it has
filed in the High Court against 6 BSP MLAs
who had joined the Congress, arguing that
a national party cannot be merged with
another national party.

BJP

Interestingly, the Opposition BJPis not
demanding a floor test. Normally, such a
demand would have come from the
Opposition. A BJP delegation met
Governor Mishra earlier this week but did
notdemand a floor test. In fact, its leaders
have argued that while it is within the
right of the Cabinet to send a proposal to
the Governor for calling an Assembly ses-
sion, it cannot pressure him into getting
it done immediately.

The BJP seems in the mood to prolong
the impasse, hoping that some MLAs in the
Gehlot camp could switch sides. It is not
jumping into the game openly and is wait-
ing for the right time to make a move. For
the time being, all indications are that it is
acting from behind the scenes. The
Congress alleges that the Governor's recal-
citrance, the appearance of lawyers like
Harish Salve and Mukul Rohatgi for the Pilot
camp and the stay of rebel MLAs in a BJP-
ruled state all leave fingerprints of a BJProle.
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DAX readings at the stock exchange in Frankfurt. Reuters

crash once it runs out of the fuel of fiscal and
monetary policy support. There are signs of
distress already: trading volumes in American
bourses have dipped, and there are indications
thatbig businesses, already saturated, will not
need so much new money. Another signifi-
cant signal is coming up — the boosted em-
ployment provision under the CARES Act will
expire onJuly 31. While Congress is discussing
the second stimulus, reports suggest it’s un-
likely to come through by July 31.

The US Fed and Treasury have together
backstopped over 10% of America’s entire
stock of business debt during this period, but
all this could change once the government
stimulus tapers off. The largest American
banks have stashed away over $50 billion to
prepare for the fallout. “We are in a com-
pletely unpredictable environment... The
pandemic has a grip on the economy, and it
doesn’t seem likely to loosen until vaccines
are widely available,” Citigroup CEO Michael
Corbat said earlier this month.

Kevin Smith, founder of the hedge fund
Crescat Capital, has predicted that the Dow
and S&P 500 are on the verge of a Great
Depression-level crash. Smith has repeatedly
said that the stock market trend now is sim-
ilar to the 1930 “relief rally” in the wake of
the ‘Black Monday’ crash. During that crash,
stocks fell 45%in mid-1929 — but a near 50%

rally followed from late 1929 until March
1930. After that, stocks fell more than 80%,
and the unprecedented bear market ulti-
mately wiped nearly 90% off the Dow.

Situation in Indian markets

AUS crash could have a cascading impact,
and India could be caught in the maelstrom
onaccount of both the slide in the USand in-
trinsic issues relating to the fundamentals of
Indian markets. Both BSE and NSE have re-
bounded about 43% since crashing to a four-
year low in March as huge flows of cheap cap-
ital provided by central banks have turned
heavily-discounted stocks attractive. At pres-
ent, though, the Sensex earnings multiplier
of over 24, and Price/Book multiple of nearly
3 are uncomfortably high —and a widespread
sell-off is a distinct possibility, analysts say.

(Earnings multiplier pegs a company’s
current stock price in terms of the earnings
per share, and provides an idea of whether
it is overly expensive. P/B is the ratio of a
firm's market capitalisation toits tangible as-
setvalue; ratios of under 1 are typically con-
sidered to be solid investments.)

Given that companies won't see a sharp
increase in their earnings, the vulnerabilities
in the Sensex valuations appear all too obvi-
ous. Early bird results for the June 2020 quar-
ter point to a slightly better-than-expected

showing by India Inc, helped largely by a
good showing by IT companies, financial
services,and PSUs. The combined gross profit
of the 90-odd companies that have declared
results was down nearly 10% year on year,
while net profit and toplines were down
about 3.5% in the April-June quarter.
However, these numbers are likely to worsen
as more companies announce results.

Also, in India, much of the government’s
relief package has been liquidity driven, fo-
cused on pushing banks to extend credit on
the back of government guarantees to small
businesses, non-banking financial compa-
nies, microfinance institutions, and housing
finance companies. Over the last three
months, RBI has cutiits key policy rate by 115
basis points, and announced a liquidity in-
jection of around Rs 8 lakh crore in the finan-
cial markets since its first announcement on
March 27. Market analysts say that with so
much liquidity worldwide and very few
places for it to go, much of the money is find-
ing its way into stock markets.

Another concern is non-performing as-
sets for banks, which may begin to show up
after the moratorium period ends on August
31. An MSME distress funding scheme is
openuntil October 31. Once end-by dates are
reached, a shock could follow.

Foreign portfolio investment (FPI) inflows
have jumped after the record net outflows of
nearly Rs 62,000 crore in March 2020.In May
and June, FPIs have invested a net Rs 36,400
crore in Indian equities. There has also been
asharp jump in the market share of non-in-
stitutional (retail) investors in the cash seg-
ment — the highest since August 20009.

In the medium term, the fundamental
risks to the global economy look like increas-
ing, with the pandemic nowhere near end-
ing. FY21 is a washout in terms of earnings,
and this distress will start getting reflected
inmarket valuations soon. There are also red
flags in fresh NPAs for banks, which will be-
gin to show up after the moratorium period
ends on August 31. In its July Financial
Stability Report, the RBI noted that the gross
NPA ratio of all scheduled commercial banks
may increase from 8.5% in March 2020 to
12.5%by March 2021 under the baseline sce-
nario. If the macroeconomic environment
worsens, the ratio may increase to 14.7% in
the very severely stressed scenario, it added.

Experts feel that a lag in economic revival,
demand in the economy, and reinstatement
of income levels may lead to stressin all seg-
ments — corporates, MSME and retail - in
the December 2020 quarter. If a sell-off were
to start in the US, many stock markets, in-
cluding in India, could be pushed into the
doldrums.

.. And how BSP is banking on SC
rulings to hold back former MLAs

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

THE BSP is gearing up for a legal battle of its
ownin the Rajasthan political drama around
Congress Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot’s claim
to power. The BSPis trying to win backits six
MLAs who later joined the Congress, or at
least to keep them from supporting Gehlot.
Does the anti-defection law apply here?

What explains the BSP stand?

The BSP won six seats in Rajasthan but
allits MLAs — Rajendrasingh Gudha, Lakhan
Singh, Deep Chand, Joginder Singh Awana,
Sandeep Kumar and Wajib Ali — joined the
Congress in September last year.

Politically, the BSP has taken a stand not
to support the Gehlot government. If the six
MLAs were to be disqualified, the effective
strength of the House reduces and so does
Gehlot’s majority.

However, the Speaker has rejected the
disqualification plea.

What does the “merger” of BSP with
Congress mean?

The Tenth Schedule of the Constitution
prohibits defection to protect the stability of
governments but does not prohibit mergers.
Paragraph4(2)of the Tenth Schedule, dealing
with mergers, says that only when two-thirds
of the members agree to “merge” the party
would they be exempt from disqualification.

The “merger” referred to in Paragraph
4(2)is seen as legal fiction, where members
are deemed to have merged for the purposes
of being exempt from disqualification,
rather than a merger in the true sense.

How does the central BSP leadership
view the merger in Rajasthan?

The BSP is arguing that a state unit of a
national party cannot be merged without
the party being merged at the national level.

However, the Tenth Schedule identifies
this dichotomy between state units and na-
tional units. As per Paragraph 4(2), “merger”
of a party means merger of a legislative party
of that House. In this case, it would be the
Rajasthan Legislative unit of the BSP and not
the BSP at the national level.

Paragraph 1 of the Tenth Schedule which

CONGRESS BREAK-UP
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defines terms specified in the context of the
anti-defection law states this clearly.

“Legislature Party” for the purposes of
Paragraph 4 (which deals with mergers)
“means the group consisting of all the mem-
bers of that House for the time being belong-
ing to that political party in accordance with
the said provisions.”

Additionally, the whip issued by BSP na-
tional general secretary Satish Mishra to the
six MLAs would have no impact because
such adirection has to necessarily be issued
for voting on the floor of the House. Every
legislative party identifies the party’s whip
atthe beginning of the Assembly’s term and
conveys this to the Speaker. A national
leader’s direction cannot be considered a
whipin the context of the anti-defection law.

On what grounds is BSP’s case based?
The BSP's contention s that the merger s
illegal and unconstitutional because for a na-
tional party, such merger has to take place at
the national level. Supporting this argument,
Satish Mishra has cited two decisions of the
Supreme Court: a three-judge 2006 bench
ruling in Jagjit Singh v State of Haryana, and a
five-judge bench 2007 ruling in Rajendra
Singh Rana And Ors vs Swami Prasad Maurya.
The first decision relates to four legisla-

New Delhi

tors from single-member parties in the
Haryana Assembly, who said their parties
had split and later joined the Congress. The
court upheld the Speaker’s decisions dis-
qualifying them.

The second decision, involving the BSP
itself and the Samajwadi Party, also deals
with “split”. In the 2002 Uttar Pradesh elec-
tions, 37 MLAs — one-third of the BSP
strength — “split” from the party after its
government fell, to support SP. The SC ruled
that the split cannot be recognised prima-
rily because not all these MLAs split at once.

The key aspect is that these cases deal
with splits where when one-third of the
members of a legislative party splits; they
could not attract disqualification as per
Paragraph 3 of the Tenth Schedule.

In2003, through the 91st Constitutional
Amendment, Paragraph 3 was deleted from
the Tenth Schedule. The amendment was
made as the one-third split rule was grossly
misused by parties to engineer divisions and
indulge in horse-trading. One-third was re-
garded as an easy target to achieve and the
law now exempts defection only when it is
at two-thirds (in a merger).

Are there any such precedents?

InJuly 2019, 10 of the 15 Congress MLAs
in Goa joined the BJP taking the ruling
party’s tally to 27 in the 40 member House.
Since they formed two-thirds of the strength
of the legislative party unit, they are exempt
from disqualification. However, the
Speaker’s decision not to disqualify them is
under challenge before the Supreme Court.

In June last year, Vice President Venkaiah
Naiduissued orders to “merge” the TDP with
the ruling BJP in Rajya Sabha after four of its
five MPs defected. Although TDP still has a
presence in the Upper House throughits lone
MP, the party was deemed to have merged
only for the purpose of not attracting penalty
under the Tenth Schedule for the four MPs
who defected. The TDP, too, raised arguments
similar to what BSP is now claiming that a
“merger” can only take place at an organisa-
tional level of the party and not in the House.

In 2016, two years after the TDP won 15
seats in the Telangana elections, 12 of its
MLAs joined the ruling TRS. The Speaker
recognised the defection as a merger since
more than two-thirds had moved.
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Yair Netanyahu

ISRAEL
Netanyahu son
apologises after
tweet faces flak

from Indians

ISRAELI PRIME Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's
eldest son Yair has apolo-
gised to Hindus after he
faced flak from some
Indians who found one of
his tweets to be “quite of-
fensive”. On Sunday, the
29-year-old Yair, who is
very active onsocialmedia
and often defends his fa-
ther’s policies, posted a
picture of the Hindu god-
dess Durga, with the face
of Liat Ben Ari, the prose-
cutorin his father’s corrup-
tion cases, superimposed
over thegoddess' face. “T've
tweeted a meme from a
satirical page, criticising
political figures in Israel. [
didn’t realise the meme
also portrayed an image
connected to the majestic
Hindu faith. Assoonas|Ire-
alised it from comments of
our Indian friends, I have
removed the tweet.Iapol-
ogise,” Yair said. PTI

IRAN
Jailed British
academic moved

toremote prison

A BRITISH-AUSTRALIAN
academic serving a 10-
year sentence in Iran for
espionage has been
moved to a remote prison
south of Tehran thatis said
to be riddled with coron-
avirus cases, according to
human rights activists,
raising concerns about her
already deteriorating
health. Kylie Moore-
Gilbert,aCambridge-edu-
cated professor in Islamic
studies at the University of
Melbourne, was detained
in 2018 at the Tehran air-
port as she tried to leave
the country after a confer-
ence.NYT

EGYPT
Egyptianwomen
get2yrsinjail for
TikTokvideos

AN EGYPTIAN court sen-
tenced several young
women to two years in
prison Monday for posting
“indecent” dance videos
onTikTokina fraught case
that critics describe as a
further crackdown onself-
expression in the conser-
vative society. The women
were also fined 300,000
Egyptian pounds (nearly
$19,000) each for “violat-
ing the values and princi-
ples of the Egyptian fam-
ily,” inciting debauchery
and promoting human
trafficking, according to a
statement from the public
prosecutor. AP

Former Malaysian PM Najib Razak at the courthouse in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Tuesday. AP

Malaysia ex-PM Najib given
12-year jail term in graft case

ROZANNA LATIFF
KUALALUMPUR, JULY 28

MALAYSIA’S FORMER leader,
Najib Razak, was found guilty of
corruption and sentenced to 12
years in jail on Tuesday in the
first trial over a multi-billion-
dollar scandal at state fund
1MDB that stretched to the Gulf
states and Hollywood.

In a case widely seen as a test
of the nation’s resolve to stamp
out corruption and which could
have big political implications,
high court judge Mohamad
Nazlan Mohamad Ghazali sen-
tenced Najibto 12 yearsandafine
of 210 million ringgit ($49 million)
ona charge of abuse of power.

Najib, 67,alsoreceived 10 years
in jail on each of three charges of
criminal breach of trustand three

Malaysia’s massive TMDB scandal

STATE-OWNED invest-
ment fund 1 Malaysia
Development Berhad
(1MDB)was setupin
2009, when Najib Razak
was PM. In 2015, suspicions
were raised when 1MDB
missed its payments to banks.
Malaysian and US authorities
say that $4.5 billion had been

EXPLAINED

diverted from the fund
into private pockets.
Money from the fund was
@ traced tothe purchase of
amega-yacht and works
of art by Picasso and Van Gogh,
as well asin the production of
the Hollywood hit Wolf of Wail
Street.Itis alleged that Najib
himself pocketed $1 billion.

charges of money laundering for
illegally receiving nearly $10 mil-
lion from SRCInternational, a for-
mer unit of the state fund.

The judge allowed a request
by Najib’s lawyers to delay the
jail sentence and the financial
penalty. Najib had pleaded not

New Zealand suspends
extradition treaty with

HK over security law

PRAVEEN MENON
WELLINGTON, JULY 28

NEW ZEALAND has suspended
its extradition treaty with Hong
Kong and made a number of
other changes following China’s
decision to pass a national secu-
rity law for the territory, Foreign
Affairs Minister Winston Peters
said on Tuesday.

“New Zealand can no longer
trust that Hong Kong’s criminal
justice systemis sufficiently inde-
pendent from China,” Peters said
in a statement. “If China in future
showsadherence to the ‘one coun-
try, two systems’ framework then
we could reconsider this decision.”

Beijing imposed new legisla-
tion on the former British colony
earlier this month despite the
protests of Hong Kong residents

Winston Peters, New
Zealand Foreign Minister

and Western nations, setting the
financial hub on a more author-
itarian track.

Australia, Canada and
Britain all suspended extradi-
tion treaties with Hong Kong
earlier this month. US President
Donald Trump has ended pref-
erential economic treatment for
Hong Kong. REUTERS

Taliban announce three-day
truce for Fid, starting Friday

ABDUL QADIR SEDIQI
KABUL, JULY 28

AFGHANISTAN'S  ISLAMIST
Taliban militants announced on
Tuesday that they will observe a
three-day ceasefire for the Muslim
religious holiday of Eid al-Adha,
starting Friday, offering some
respite from weeks of violence.
Disagreements over a prisoner
exchange and the violence have
delayed peace talks between an

Afghan government-mandated
committee and the Taliban, asen-
visaged in an agreement signed
between the US and the militant
group in Doha in February.

“In order for our people to
spend the three days of Eid in
confidence and happiness, all
fighters are instructed not to
carry outany operations,” Taliban
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid
tweeted. However, he said if the
Taliban came under attack, they
would retaliate. REUTERS

guilty,and had said he would ap-
peal the verdict if convicted.
Prosecutors say more than $1
billion of 1Malaysia Development
Berhad (1MDB) funds made its
way into Najib’s personal accounts,
over which he faces a total of 42
criminal charges. REUTERS
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INDIAN-ORIGIN AUTHOR BASED IN DUBAI
AVNI DOSHI ON 2020 BOOKER LONGLIST

Dubai-based Indian-origin author Avni Doshi is among the 13 authors longlisted for the
I 2020 Booker Prize for her debut novel Burnt Sugar (released as Gird in White Cotton in
é\ India), alongside double Booker winner Hilary Mantel for 7/e Mirror and The Light.

Itis going to be one big wave:
WHO says Covid not seasonal

Spain, Vietnam impose more restrictions as infections rise

REUTERS & AP
GENEVA, JULY 28

THE WORLD Health Organisation
on Tuesday warned against com-
placency about new coronavirus
transmission in the northern
hemisphere summer, saying that
this virus did not behave like in-
fluenza that tended to follow sea-
sonal trends.

“People are still thinking about
seasons. What we all need to get
our heads around is this is a new
virusand..this oneis behaving dif-
ferently,” WHO spokesperson
Margaret Harris told a virtual
briefing in Geneva, urging vigi-
lance in applying measures to
slow transmission that is spread-
ing via mass gatherings. She also
warned against thinkingin terms
of virus waves, saying: “It's going
tobe one bigwave. It's going to go
up and down a bit. The best thing
is to flatten it and turn it into just
something lapping at your feet.”

Meanwhile, Madrid has
made the wearing of face masks
mandatory in all public areas,
and has limited the number of
people who can gather in one
place to 10. Nightlife venues must
close theirdoorsat 1 amand cus-
tomers will have to give their
identification details to getin.

Vietnam has locked downiits
third-largest city for two weeks
after 15 cases of Covid-19 were
found in a hospital. Public trans-
port into and out of the central
city of Da Nang was cancelled.

Arestaurant was converted into a clinic for suspected Covid-
19 patients in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. With the country’s
health care system struggling with the pandemic, makeshift
facilities and volunteers have tried to fill the gap. AP

Spain slams UK,
Germany over
travel advisory

SPAIN REACTED angrily on
Tuesday to recommendations
from Britain and Germany that
their citizens avoid its islands
and beaches because of an in-
crease in coronavirus cases dur-
ing what should be the height of
the tourism season. With advi-
sories piling up on top of a quar-
antine order from Britain for re-
turning travellers, Spain, which
depends on summer visits by
sun-seeking northern
Europeans, is facing a major
blow to any hopes of reviving its
economy. REUTERS

Trump again pushes HCQ as Covid
treatment, amplifies Fauci criticism

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, JULY 28

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump’s
attempt to project a more seri-
ous tone about the coronavirus
lasted for about a week.

On Tuesday, he resumed
spreading misinformation about
how to fight the virus and ampli-
fying criticism of Dr Anthony
Fauci, the nation’s top infectious
disease expert, whosaid he’d keep
his head down and do his job.

Trump retweeted a series of

Amazon, Apple, FB, Google CEOs to
appear before US Congress together

CECILIAKANG, JACK
NICAS & DAVID MCCABE
WASHINGTON, JULY 28

AFTER LAWMAKERS collected
hundreds of hours of interviews
and obtained more than 1.3 mil-
lion documents about Amazon,
Apple, Facebookand Google, their
chief executives will testify before
Congress on Wednesday to de-
fend their powerful businesses
from the hammer of government.

The captains of the New
Gilded Age — Jeff Bezos of
Amazon, Tim Cook of Apple,
Mark Zuckerberg of Facebook
and Sundar Pichai of Google —
will appear together before
Congress for the first time to jus-
tify their business practices.
Members of the House judi-
ciary’s antitrust subcommittee
have investigated the internet gi-
ants for more than a year on ac-

Barr slams ‘rioters’ in House testimony

ERICTUCKER, MARY
CLARE JALONICK &

MICHAEL BALSAMO
WASHINGTON, JULY 28

US ATTORNEY General William
Barr defended the aggressive
federal law enforcement re-
sponse to civil unrestin America,
saying on Tuesday “violent riot-
ers and anarchists have hijacked
legitimate protests” sparked by
George Floyd’s death at the
hands of Minneapolis police.
Barr told members of the

Sundar Pichai of Google, Jeff Bezos of Amazon, Tim Cook of
Apple and Mark Zuckerberg of Facebook. Reuters

cusations that they stifled rivals
and harmed consumers.

The hearing is the govern-
ment’s most aggressive show
against tech power since the
pursuit to break up Microsoft
two decades ago. Itis settobea
bizarre spectacle, with four
men who run companies
worth a total of around $4.85
trillion — and who include two
of the world’s richest individu-
als — primed to argue that their
businesses are not really that
powerful after all.

US Attorney General
William Barr at the hearing

House Judiciary Committee at
a much-anticipated election
year hearing that the violence
taking place in Portland,

And it will be a first in an-
other way: Zuckerberg, Pichai,
Bezos and Cook will all be testi-
fying via videoconference, rather
than rising side-by-side for a
swearing-in atawitness table in
Washington. Perhaps appropri-
ately, their reckoning will be
broadcast online.

The hearing, which capsa 13-
month investigation by the House
subcommittee, will be closely
watched for clues that could ad-
vance other antitrust cases against
the companies.NYT

Oregon, and other cities is
disconnected from Floyd's
killing, which he called a “hor-
rible” event that prompted a
necessary national reckoning
on the relationship between
the Black community and law
enforcement.

Barr has defended as neces-
sary the broad use of law en-
forcement power to deal with
the situation, but the depart-
ment’s internal watchdog has
opened investigations into use
of force and other tactics by fed-
eral agents in those cities. AP

CORONAVIRUS AND RELATED RESTRICTIONS PUSH ALREADY HUNGRY COMMUNITIES OVER THE EDGE

Virus-linked hunger tied to 10,000 child deaths each month

LORIHINNANT &

SAM MEDNICK
HOUNDE (BURKINAFASO),
JULY 28

THE LEAN season is coming for
Burkina Faso’s children. And this
time, the long wait for the harvest
is bringing a hunger more fero-
cious than most have ever known.
That hunger is already stalk-
ing Haboue Solange Boue, anin-
fant who has lost half her former
body weight of 2.5 kg in the last
month. With the markets closed
because of coronavirus restric-
tions, her family sold fewer veg-
etables. Her mother is too mal-
nourished to nurse her.

“My child,” Danssanin Lanizou
whispers, choking back tears as
she unwraps a blanket to reveal
herbaby’s protruding ribs. The in-
fant whimpers soundlessly.

All around the world, the
coronavirus and its restrictions
are pushing already hungry com-
munities over the edge, cutting
off meager farms from markets
and isolating villages from food
and medical aid. Virus-linked
hunger is leading to the deaths of
10,000 more children a month
over the first year of the pan-
demic, according toan urgent call
toaction from the United Nations
shared with The Associated Press
ahead of its publication in the
Lancet medical journal.

Further, more than 550,000
additional children each month
are being struck by whatis called
wasting, according to the UN —

malnutrition that manifests in
spindly limbs and distended bel-
lies. Overayear, that'sup 6.7 mil-
lion from last year’s total of 47

million. Wasting and stunting can
permanently damage children
physically and mentally, trans-
formingindividual tragedies into
a generational catastrophe.

“The food security effects of
the Covid crisis are going to re-
flect many years from now,” said
Dr. Francesco Branca, the World
Health Organization head of nu-
trition. “There is going to be a so-
cietal effect.”

InBurkina Faso, for example,
one in five young children is
chronically malnourished. Food
prices have spiked, and 12 mil-
lion of the country’s 20 million
residents don’t get enough to eat.

From Latin America to South
Asia to sub-Saharan Africa, more

families than ever are staring
down a future without enough
food. The analysis published
Monday found about 128,000
more young children will die over
the first 12 months of the virus.

Many new patients in South
America are the children of mi-
grants who are making longjour-
neys back to Venezuela from Peru,
Ecuador or Colombia, where their
families became unable to buy
food during the pandemic. Others
are children of migrants who are
stillabroad and have notbeenable
to send back money.

The rise in child deaths
worldwide would reverse global
progress for the first time in
decades. AP

New Delhi

tweets advocating for the anti-
malaria drug hydroxychloro-
quine (HCQ)to be used in Covid-
19 patients. Numerous studies
have shown that hydroxychloro-
quine is not effective and the US
Food and Drug Administration
recently withdrew an order that
allowed the drug’s use as a emer-
gency treatment.

Trump also shared a post
from the Twitter account for a
podcast hosted by Steve Bannon,
a former top White House ad-
viser to Trump, accusing Fauci of
misleading the public over hy-

droxychloroquine.

Twitter halts Trump Jr

Twitter temporarily halted
Trump’s son, Donald Trump Jr,
from tweeting after he shared a
video of doctors telling Americans
they do not need to wear masks
to prevent coronavirus while also
pitching hydroxychloroquineasa
sure-fireway to treat coronavirus.
The video directly refutes advice
from Trump's own medical
experts, who have urged people
toslow the virus' spread by wear-
ing masks.

CRISIS IN NEPAL RULING PARTY

Oli loses ground,
rival formula gives
party, Prachanda

greater say in govt

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, JULY 28

NEPAL PRIME Minister KP
Sharma Oli appeared to have lost
ground Tuesday in a bitter turf
war after majority members of
the ruling party’s standing com-
mittee, angry over his last-minute
cancellation of yet another meet-
ing of the panel, met informally
todemand his resignation.

Should Oli not resign, he will
be offered a six-point working
arrangement, devised by a senior
member. It clips his wings and
gives the ruling Nepal Communist
Party and rival Pushpa Kamal
Dahal ‘Prachanda’ a greater say in
the government’s functioning.

This was the seventh time
since the start of the power tus-
slein Kathmandu that the stand-
ing committee, the key decision-
making body of the NCP, was not
allowed to convene. Oli and
Prachanda, a former PM, are co-
chairpersons of the NCP.

Of the committee’s 44 mem-
bers, 29 met informally after Oli
ordered cancellation of the
meeting Tuesday morning.

Minutes before the sched-
uled start of the meeting at 11
am, Surya Thapa, press adviser
to the Prime Minister, tweeted
that the meeting stood cancelled
because there were some issues
still to be discussed and settled
between the two chairpersons.

By then, committee members
were already on their way to the
Prime Minister’s official residence
in Baluwatar, the venue for the
meeting. “It was not proper onthe
part of Prime Minister Oli to have
called off the meeting for whicha

Oli and Prachanda are
co-chairpersons of the
Nepal Communist Party

date had been fixed by the com-
mittee,” Narayan Kaji Shrestha,
spokesperson of the NCP told me-
dia persons after the informal as-
sembly of the members.

Oli has been making every ef-
fort to defer the meeting and not
allow it to adopt any formal res-
olution since majority members
have been seeking his resigna-
tion from the posts of party
chairperson and Prime Minister.

Itis learnt that after Oli called
off the meeting, Prachanda and
Jhala Nath Khanal, also a former
PM, asked him to reconsider.
When Oli remained unmoved,
members got agitated and wanted
to censure him for “insulting”
them. Prachanda and Madhav
Nepal, another former PM, asked
members to calm down.

Bamdev Gautam, vice-chair-
man of the party, put forward a
settlement formula which,among
other things, suggested that Olibe
allowed to remain PM for the re-
maining half term of the current
Parliament while Prachanda be
given sole executive powers of the
party organisation though Oli
could remain chairperson.
Gautam also suggested that the
cabinet should consult the party
on major policy issues, appoint-
ments to constitutional bodiesand
promotion of senior officials.

3 billion animals harmed in
Australian bushfires: WWF

REUTERS
SYDNEY, JULY 28

NEARLY 3 billion koalas, kanga-
roos and other native Australian
animals were killed or displaced
by bushfires in 2019 and 2020, a
study by the World Wide Fund for
Nature (WWEF) said on Tuesday,
triple the group’s earlier estimates.

Some 143 million mam-
mals, 2.46 billion reptiles, 180
million birds and 51 million

frogs were impacted by the
country’s worst bushfires in
decades, the WWEF said.

When the fires were still blaz-
ing, the WWF estimated the
number of affected animals at
1.25 billion. The fires destroyed
more than 37 million acres across
the Australian southeast, equal to
about half the area of the UK.
“This ranks as one of the worst
wildlife disasters in modern his-
tory,” said WWF-Australia CEO
Dermot O’Gorman. REUTERS
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PRODUCTION-LINKED INCENTIVE SCHEME: SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS, PEGATRON LOOKTOEXPAND S5THANNUAL MEETING OF AllB BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Global electronic giants seek toramp up India play

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

ASMANY as six global electronics
equipment manufacturers, in-
cluding Samsung Electronics and
Taiwan’s Pegatron, are in final
stages of discussion with the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY)
to either set up units or expand
their present ones in India under
a special window that expires in
three days. These companies had
approached the MeitY to avail
benefits under the government's
Production-Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme, notified in April, senior
government officials said.

“The talks are in final stages.
Most of these deals will fornowbe
in the sub $1-billion (roughly Rs
7,500 crore) range for now. More
applications could come inbefore

The scheme, open for a
total of 5 years, aims to
give outincentives
worth 35,334 crin total
in the first year

July 31,” an official said.

Among the other global elec-
tronic manufacturing companies,
Singapore-based Flextronics, now
re-christened as Flex, has also ap-
proached the government to avail
benefits under the PLI scheme by
expanding its Chennai unit, the
sources said. The company cur-
rently has 10 other units in India,
inaddition to the one in Chennai.

Detailed questionnaires sent to
Samsung, Pegatron, and Flex on
the nature and quantum of invest-
ment did not elicit any response.

The government had earlier

EPFO COVID ADVANCES

8,500 crore disbursed
so far this fiscal; daily
average release at X104 cr

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

OVER RS 8,500 crore has been
withdrawn by employees under
the COVID-19 advances facility
from the Employees’ Provident
Funds Organisation (EPFO), tak-
ing the total withdrawals this fis-
cal to Rs 27,000-30,000 crore so
far by nearly 80 lakh subscribers.
The highnumber of these withdr-
awals has mostly been from low-
income workers, mainly those
earning below Rs 15,000amonth,
a member of the EPFO’s Central
Board of Trustees (CBT) said.

“On an average, nearly Rs 104
crore has been disbursed daily for
the purpose of COVID-19 claims
since the launch of the advance fa-
cility,” the person said,adding that
therestof thedisbursals are aver-
aging at the same rate for the alre-
ady existing provisions for medi-
calemergency or unemployment.

In the wake of the pandemic,
the Centre had in March announ-
ced anonline facility to allow wit-
hdrawal not exceeding the basic
wages and dearness allowances
for three months or up to 75 per
cent of the amount standing to a
member’s credit in the EPF accou-
nt, whichever is less. The scheme
allowing advance withdrawal was
notified on March 27 and the on-
line facility launched on March 29.

The existing withdrawal con-
ditions allow subscribers to take

—— BRIEFLY —

Relaxationin
exportnorms

New Delhi: The government
on Tuesday relaxed norms
for the export of face shields,
certain kind of surgical
masks and medical goggles

Thierry Bollore
newJLRCEO

New Delhi: Jaguar Land
Rover (JLR) Tuesday said
Thierry Bollore hasbeen ap-
pointed as its CEO.

Civilaviation: FDI
policychange

New Delhi: The Centre has
notified changesin FDI nor-
ms on civil aviation, which
will permit non-resident
Indian nationals toown 100
per cent stake of Air India.

N Sivaramanis
lcraMD-CEO

New Delhi: Icra Tuesday
named N Sivaraman its new
MD and group CEO, over a
year after his predecessor
was forced to go on leave.

‘Applications for
MEIS blocked’

New Delhi: As per an office
memo of DGFT, following a
communication by revenue
department in May, Com-
merce Ministry has blocked
online system for exporters
toapply for availing tax sops
under MEIS from July 23. PTI

non-refundable advance or with-
draw money before retirement for
specified purposes, suchasamed-
icalemergency, higher education,
etc. Also, subscribers who have
been unemployed for over a
month canwithdraw up to 75 per
cent of their balance.

As per the last officially re-
leased data by EPFO on June 9, in
April-May, 36.02 lakh claims were
settled, disbursingRs 11,540 crore
intotal. Of these, 15.54 lakh claims
were settled under the COVID-19
advance facility, disbursing
Rs 4,580 crore to the subscribers.

The EPFO had then said that
over 74 per cent of total claimants
during lockdown were earning
belowRs 15,000.The highincome
category, with wages above Rs
50,000, accounted for 2 per cent
of the claimants, while around 24
per cent of the claims were made
by members with wages between
Rs15,000-50,000.The 36.02 lakh
claims this April-May was a 6.7
per cent rise from 33.75 lakh
claims settled in April-May 2019.

Further, Rs 875.52 crore was
disbursed by exempted PF Trusts
to 79,743 subscribers under this
scheme in April, of which 222 pri-
vate sector establishments dis-
bursed Rs 338.23 crore to 54,641
employees, 76 public sector estab-
lishments disbursed Rs 524.75
crore to 24,178 employees and 23
cooperative sector establishments
disbursed Rs 12.54 crore to 924
employees.

this year in April notified the new
PLI scheme, under which compa-
nies which set up new mobileand
specified equipment manufactur-
ing units or expanded their pres-
ent units would get incentives of
4-6 per cent on incremental sales
from goods made in India.

The scheme, open fora total of
five years, aims to give out incen-
tives worth Rs 5,334 crore in total
in the first year, to be divided
among all the successful appli-
cants. The total incentive to be
given toeach company willbe de-
cided by anempowered commit-
tee, which will have secretaries
from the Department of Economic
Affairs,  Department  of
Expenditure, Department of
Revenue, Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade, Directorate General of
Foreign Trade, apart from the
MeitY secretary and the chief exec-

utive officer of the NITI Aayog.

Apart fromnew entrantslook-
ing to expand their presence in
India, existing companies such as
LGIndia, which hasamobile man-
ufacturingunitin Noida, islooking
to expand its unit and has applied
under the scheme, officials said.
“You have Apple’s Foxconn, which
is making the latest models from
its Chennai plant. In the budget-
category phone segmentalso, Lava,
Dixon and Karbonn have applied.
We are reviewing their plans,” the
official quoted above said.

Under the PLI scheme, for
companies making mobile
phoneswhichsell forRs 15,000 or
above, the incentive for first year
hasbeen keptat 6 per cent of their
incremental sales, while for com-
panies which are owned by Indian
nationals, the total incentive over
four years would be capped at Rs
200 crore. The PLIscheme alsoen-

visages incentives for manufactur-
ing some electronic equipment
such as transistors, diodes, thyris-
tors, resistors, capacitors and nano-
electronic components such as
micro electromechanical systems
among others. The expenditure on
PLIscheme over the next five years
isexpected tobearound Rs 41,000
crore, according to officials.

The government'sinitial plans
to make India a hub for high-end
large electronics equipment and
semiconductor units hit a road-
blockafter most global companies
opted to assemble in India rather
than set up manufacturing units.

The EconomicSurvey 2019-20
noted this and observed India
should follow the Chinese model
of becoming an assembling hub
for the world for ‘network prod-
ucts’suchas computers, electron-
ics, and road vehicles to raise its
share in the world export market.

Corporates cite uncertainties as local

lockdowns slow pace of recovery

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

DESPITE MACROECONCOMIC in-
dicators such as GST collection,
railway freight traffic, peak power
demand, electronictoll collection,
etc pointing towards a V-shaped
recovery in the economy post the
un-lockdown, repeated interven-
tions by local authorities have re-
sulted in corporates being “unable
to plan beyond a horizon of a few
weeks, affecting all operations”.
This has resulted in a stunted re-
covery with numbers of these in-
dicators being lower thanthe pre-
COVID levels.

“In order to nurture the nas-
cent signs of recovery, it is impor-
tant to mitigate the uncertainties
that are currently prevailing re-
garding the restrictions. Corp-
oratesare unable to planbeyond a
horizon of a few weeks, affecting
all operations”, said Chandrajit
Banerjee, director general, CIl. The
patchy nature of the recovery is
alsoevident from the sluggishness
in hiring activity after the lifting of
lockdown restrictions. As per
NaukriJobSpeakIndex,amonthly
index for hiring activity based on
the job listings on Naukri.com, a
month-on-month improvement
was seen in hiring activity, rising
33 percentinJune(sequential im-
provement over May), even as it
remained 44 per cent lower than
the same period last year.

The decline in hiring activity
was highest forMumbai and Delhi
at 56 per cent and 54 per cent, re-

Vision, roadmap for future:
PM to meet stakeholders
from banks, NBFCs today

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
will Wednesday join stakeholders
from banks and non-banking fi-
nancial companies (NBFCs) todis-
cuss and deliberate on vision and
roadmap for the future.

“The topicsonagendainclude
credit products & efficient mod-
els for delivery, financial empow-
erment through technology, pru-
dential practices for stability and
sustainability of financial sector,”
the Prime Minister’s Office said in
a statement Tuesday. “Banking
sector plays an important role in
contributing to India’s economic
growth through financing infra-
structure, agriculture, local man-
ufacturing including MSMEs.
Financial inclusion can play a big
role in financial empowerment
through technology,” it added.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and top government
officials will attend Wednesday’s
meeting. In an online interaction
Monday, the FM said the Centreis
willing tolistening to all issues be-
ing faced industry and has an
openmind withregard to further
measures that may be needed to

INDIAICT DUTY CASE

Loan
recaston
@ agenda

AMID DEMANDS by
banks for one-time re-
structuring of existing
loans and NBFCs pitching
for government funding
even for lower rated com-
panies, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will attend
areview meeting with top
financial sector players.

support the economy.

To a query on whether the
Centre will provide support to
small finance banks and NBFCs,
the FM said she will review their
situation during the meeting.

Even as the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has provided addi-
tional liquidity to the financial sec-
tor, NBFCs with below AAA grade
investment rating are finding it
hard to raise resources. Banks are
seeking one time restructuring of
loans and further liquidity infu-
sion from the RBI to support them
during the present downturn.

WTO to weigh pleas for dispute panel

New Delhi: The dispute settlement
body of the World Trade Organiz-
ation (WTO) on July 29 will con-
sider requests of Chinese Taipei
and Japan for setting up panels in
acase against customs duties im-
posed onICT products by India. In
May 2019, the two nations had

filed a case against India over du-
tiesoninformationand commun-
ications technology (ICT) products

In another development, the
United States has raised questions
inacommittee of the WTOon cer-
tain fishery schemes of India, a
communication Tuesday said. PTI

GST
COLLECTION 1+
(FLAKHCR)

—+ 111 405

Dec 2019

BUT STILL SHY OF PRE-COVID LEVELS

Month Petroleum Digitalretail : Railway
consumption : transactions ! freight traffic
(million (Rslakh (million
metric tonne) : crore) tonnes)
December2019 : 18.9 13.6 108.9
January 2020 185 141 110.6
February 2020 : 18.2 155 106.5
March 2020 161 132 103.1
April 2020 9.9 6.7 65.4
May 2020 14.6 9.7 82.6
June 2020 163 19 93.6

Source: Cll Economy Dashboard (Data current as of July 19)

Jun 2020

spectively. Other cities fared
slightly better with 52 per centde-
cline in Chennai, 46 per cent in
Bengaluru, 45 per cent in
Hyderabad,44 per centin Kolkata
and 42 per cent in Pune. The rail-
way freight traffic reported a re-
covery in May and June to 82.6
million tonnes and 93.6 million
tonnes, respectively, from 65.4 mil-
lion tonnes in April — lower than
110.6 million tonnes in January.
Contrarily, as per CII, the rural
sector has witnessed faster recov-

ery. The trade body pointed out
that while a normal monsoon,
healthy sowing and a slew of gov-
ernment schemes have supported
the rural economy, interventions
by central and state governments
to ensure that the lockdowns do
notaffectrabi harvestinMarchand
Apriland the sowing of kharif crop
inJune, hasled toexpectationsofa
bumper agriculture production.
Consequently, NBFCsector lending
inruralareas hasbeenas highas80
per cent of usual levels.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitha

Bank meeting via video conference in New Delhi. She invited the multilateral development bank
to participate in India’s $1.4 trillion infrastructure development programme. Chinese President Xi
Jinping also addressed the meet, where current president Jin Liqun was re-elected. ANI

Sensex soars
558 points on US
stimulus hopes,
buying support

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JULY 28

THE SENSEX on Tuesday rallied by
558 points to 38,492.95 amid
global cues on hopes of further US
stimulus, which could help cush-
ion the economic impact of the
coronavirus outbreak. The Nifty50
jumped 169 pointsto 11,300.55on
sustained buyinginterest, buoyed
by decent corporate earnings for
the June quarter.

As per analysts, markets are
keenly awaiting the US Federal
Reserve policy meeting scheduled
on Wednesday where the Fed is
expected to reaffirm its dovish
stance. US Senate Republicans
have proposed a $1 trillion coron-
avirus aid package to salvage the
economy. On the sector front, all
the indices ended in green with
auto, IT and metal remaining the
top gainers. The broader markets
too participated in the upmove but
underperformed the benchmark
as both midcap and smallcap in-
dex ended higher by 0.8 per cent
and 0.6 per cent, respectively.

I'TC buys Sunrise
Foods for 12,150 cr

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

ITCLTD has announced acquisition
of spices manufacturer Sunrise
Foods Private Ltd (SFPL) in an all-
cashdeal valued at Rs 2,150 crore.

According to the
company, ithasacquired shares of
SFPLat an “upfront consideration
of Rs 2,150 crore on a cash-free,
debt-free basis”.

SFPL is a Kolkata-based firm
engaged in the spices business.

INTERVIEW WITH SECRETARY, DBT

‘Confident that we will
have a safe and effective

THE DEPARTMENT of
Biotechnology (DBT) has been at
the helm of the government’s ef-
forts to boost vaccine develop-
ment and testing in India during
the COVID-19 pandemic.Inanin-
terview, DBT Secretary Dr RENU
SWARUP tells PRABHA RAGHA-
VAN about how this background
work may speed up access to a
safe, effective and indigenous vac-
cine here. Edited excerpts:

When doyou think we can
realistically see a vaccine for
COVID-19 becoming available?

Globally, the non-replicating
viral vector-based vaccine from
Oxford-AstraZeneca and one in-
activated alum platform from
SinoVac are the leads being in
PhaseIll. From our current indige-
nous portfolio, the plasmid DNA
candidate from Zydus supported
by DBT has become the first
Indian vaccine for COVID to enter
Adaptive Phasel/ll human clinical
trials. We have started working on
the preparedness for the phase Il
clinical trials of the Oxford candi-
date in India and, irrespective of
the candidate, our aim remains to
strengthen the manufacturing ca-
pacities soas to have equitable dis-
tribution of the vaccine to all our
citizens. We are on trackand Iam
hopeful we will have a safe and ef-
fective vaccine soon.

Vaccines using newer
technologies like DNA and
m-RNA have seldom been
successful. What is the

indigenous vaccine’

Renu Swarup. File

significance of
experimentation with these
platforms during this
pandemic?

The DNA vaccines have better
cellular responses, are more sta-
ble and offer ease of large-scale
manufacturing. Similarly, the m-
RNA candidates offer rapid, inex-
pensive and scalable manufactur-
ingbesides being safe due to their
non-integrating platform. (They)
have shown significant merit in
preclinical studies and moved for-
ward in a leads-based manner
driving them into clinical trials.

What is India’s biggest
challenge in vaccine
development, testing and
supply right now and howdo
you plan to overcome them?
There are many challenges.
But, the capacity building we
invested in over the last decade,
the far-sighted policy decisions
we took in building the infra-
structure and the support we
offered to the industry helped
us respond in the way we have.
Full interview on
www.indianexpress.com

No. NIT/2020-21/6059-67

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
$-fferar geam @@ 10s/20-21

Date: 27.07.2020
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Hanumangarh. UBN No.: RRC2021WLOB00136

Construction of Judicial Court Complex Building Nohar Distt.

581.00 Lac

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

PHED CIRCLE KARAULI

PH NO. - 07464-250327

E-Mail-sephedkarauli@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Online tenders are invited on behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan for the following works from contractors
enlisted in suitable Class with the PHED Rajasthan and meeting eligibility criteria, Contractors enlisted with
other Departments of Government of Rajasthan and enlisted with CPWD postal, Telecom, Railways, MES
state Govt./Central Govt. Undertaking Organizations equivalent to "AA" class of Rajasthan meeting eligibility
criteria may apply after giving prescribed Earnest Money. Tender documents can be downloaded from the
web site http:eproc.Rajsthan.gov.in. Details of the tender notification can also be seen on

SPPP.rajasthan.gov.in/'www.dipronline.org.

faferar & wefira T foreRor we WA EEE hitp://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http:/sppp.rajasthan.nic.in
T http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in T 31 S A € | SgH Hagwh! 9 Fefree Twnar % "eAn § Jawre
http:/eproc.rajasthan.gov.in T IS FIAMT ATwF ¢ |

HETIS

KHADI AND VILLAGE INDUSTRIES COMMISSION

[ Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises, Government of India )

e State Office : Jhalana Doongari, Institutional Area, Jaipur (Raj.)-302004 iz’

- Ph. : 0141-2707850 Email : kvicjpr@gmail.com Website : www.kvic.org.in
INVITATION OF TENDERS

Sealed Tenders are invited for Selection of suppliers for Apis mellifera Bee
boxes (BIS Standard Type-"C") Hut Type with respect to live bee colonies
and tool kits for Rajasthan. The tender document can be downloaded from
KVIC website www.kvic.org.in or may be purchased from State Office,
KVIC, Jaipur on payment of Rs. 2000/- by Cash or DD in favour of "KVIC-
EST account, payable at Jaipur” from 01.08.2020 to 20.08.2020 (upto 4.30

PM) on working days.

Badri Lal Meena,
State Director

NIT No. Name of work

Estt. | Tender
Cost | FeeIn
In lacs|Rupees

Earnest | Last Date of
Money in|downloading
Rupees | of T.D. upto

2%

Last date of

Bid Submis-
sion end &

Time upto

Bid
opening
date &
Time upto

Completion
Period

17/2020-21

Parallel Rate Contract of
supply/laying/jointing/ testing

& Commissi
distribution

Water  Co

providing Functional House

alreadylived/New Distribution
Pipe Line to property line,
including, all material and all
labour under jurisdiction of
PHED Division Karauli,

UBN:-PHE2021WSRC03858

oning of internal
network and

nnection  from

250.00

2500/~

11.08.20
upto
6.00 PM

500000/~

13.08.20 | 13.08.20
upto At
2.00 PM 4.00 PM

Rate
Contract

18/2020-21

& Commissi
distribution

Water  Co

Parallel Rate Contract of
supply/laying/jointing/ testing

providing Functional House

alreadylived/New Distribution
Pipe Line to property line,
including, all material and all
labour under jurisdiction of
PHED Division Hindaun,

UBN:-PHE2021WSRC03859

oning of internal
network and

nnection  from

250.00

2500/~

11.08.20 upto

500000/~ 6.00 PM

13.08.20 | 13.08.20
upto At
2.00 PM 4.00 PM

Rate
Contract

Term and Conditions:
1- Bidders who to participate in bidding will have to procure digital certificate as per IT Act 2000 to sign their
electronic bids. Tenders are to be procured and to be submitted only in electronic format on website
http.//eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

Karauli

w
T

working day.

DIPR-5722

2- Cost of processing fee will be Rs. 500/- for less than 50 lacs & Rs. 1000/- for 50 lacs or more and Earnest
Money as describe in tender, has to be deposited before submission time of tender in the office of
undersign will be acceptable Earnest Money In favour of Executive Engineer, PHED, Division
Karauli/Hindaun city. Tender cost will be acceptable in favour of Superintending Engineer PHED Circle

Earnest Money Tender Cost will be acceptable separately for each tender NIT.
4- If holiday is declared on submission & opening date of tender the scheduled activity will take place on next

5- Tender may be cancelled by undersigned authority without asking any reason.

Sd/-

(Ram Niwas Meena)
Superintending Engineer
PHED Circle Karauli

New Delhi

VANIYAMBADI MUNICIPALITY
TURIP FUND 2020 — 21
E-Tender Notice

Roc. No.1326/2020/E1

On-behalf of Vaniyambadi Municipal Council, bids are invited by
the Commissioner, Vaniyambadi Municipality under TURIP
2020-21 fund works from the eligible contractors through
Online or Offline bids for TWO PACKAGES with two Cover
system at total Estimate Cost of Rs.200.00 lakhs/-. The bids
and other tender documents will
29.07.2020 to 18.08.2020 up to 2.00 PM. Last Date and time for
submission of bid document on 18.08.2020 at 3.00 PM and
opening of the Technical Bid on 18.08.2020 at 3.30 PM. The
eligible bidders with technical basis and experience holder can
be downloaded from the website http://tntenders.gov.in.

DIPR/2828/TENDER/2020

Dated :24.07.2020.

be downloaded from

Commissioner(l/c)
Vaniyambadi Municipality

SUGARFED PUNIAR
(Thea Punizh St Federalion of Cooperades Suger Wi Lid, Plot Ko, 53,
HBazxi Cinzma) A5, Magar, Monal)

[Fhivr Mot 01TE-2805503, a-rail sugaradponianiomal cos
c-EXPRESSI0OH OF INTERESTS

O b Epression of Inbas ™ ar it from procpectia imasien i ealiing
up ol riew project on PP [Fublc Privale Padnership] modo undor BOGT [Bul,
Ofaszte B Trereslar] Besds for conversion of WhealPadly slrew 10 Raenwwali
Enargy or any othar projecd In b inerest ol o Stals o ciosed Cooparative Sucar
Wilal Zicd et o el raveneeand smpiopmesnt

Sedor B, Phase-Z,

Tenms & Conditlons:

The priposed scheduls s dubmisson of “Expressios of hleres® slorgwaih
oateled famms & condbiors of ECOl are avalabion on e-fandor pordal
Irtpes e pros plnat g n'iige pasn. For particizationinthe above s-Sxpresion
ol bhleres process, e presician imasion shal have ko get hemsaives
registeed with webaite: hitps eprod.pur joh e inigeplasn. and gal veer 1,
Password, Class-2 & Class-d Digal sigeeiwe & mandatory 30 pacicpals in the
p-E0 process. For ooy clirfsSon™dficuly ecanding o201 process fiaw,
o rodeed phedss concac! halp desk of KHCon 0172-38 026, 01722317 T2ES and

B143205001 and BETIRO00TA.

Tha urdamsigned mseses & rohls of mjsctionipasipons of tha o-E01 witraul

HSSIgNInG EY NEEon.
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THOSE MONTHS, THOSE MINUTES

Forced into an unprecedented lockdown, sport is staring at an
unfathomable despair. Indian athletes, though, have given the country
reasons to rejoice in the past.
AJIT AGARKAR talks to Devendra Pandey about his ton at Lord’s
READ THE STORY ON indianexpress.com

Long-running Broadway hit

Pacer joins the elite 500-wicket club as he leads England to series win over WI

SANDIPG
JuLY 28

EVEN IN their 500th wicket, Stuart Broad and

James Anderson, fast-bowling double acts of
the deadliest nature, seem to share a sleight of
destiny. Their 500th victim was the same bats-
man: Kraigg Brathwaite, the West Indies
opener, whose middle-stump Anderson
knocked over three years ago,and whose half-
forward pad Broad struck plumbin front of the
stumps on Tuesday.

Broad ended the day on 501, which
wrapped up the match and Wisden Trophy for
England. Between his two wickets of the day,
Chris Woakes collected five for himself as the
tourists surrendered without a whiff of fight,
resisting England bowlers’ onslaught for barely
31 overs. When their innings ended at 129, it
seemed their ordeal was finally over, and the
269-run victory margin was an apt reflection
of the superiority England had enjoyed over
West Indies in the Manchester leg of the series.

Broad’s 500th, only the fourth fast bowler
in this list, had a very familiar feel to it, the
method of dismissal bearing all his hallmarks.
Aquick, low straight ball that scurried onto his
Brathwaite’s pads. The build-up, though, has
laziness about it, as Broad was struggling with
his lengths, often pitching fuller than usual
and it seemed he had to wait beyond his first
spell. Given the rush that accompanies his
wickets, the 21-ball wait seemed an eternity.
But Broad has the knack of striking when he’s
least expected to. As Brathwaite retreated to
the pavilion, Broad held the ball and waved.
Just the England balcony and empty stands
greeted him back. But he was at least fortu-
nate that his father, Chris, the match referee,
was in attendance.

It could not have been more different from
his first wicket, taken 13 years ago with a short
ball that took Chaminda Vaas’s wrist-band to
lan Bell at slips in Colombo. If the setting and
the dismissal looked dissimilar, the teams have
changed out of all recognition. No one who
played on either side in that match still play
Test cricket today. Even Broad has changed al-
most beyond recognition. From a bang-it-in
enforcer, he has matured into a know-it-all vet-
eran, a bowler of the highest echelons, fit to
rank with any who has played for England.
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Stuart Broad celebrates after scalping his 500th victim in Test cricket. Reuters

Broad himself admits of change. But age
hasits compensations. He has an expert un-
derstanding of his game and the batsmen’s
mind, which he blends with a scholarly eye
for unseen details that determine a cricket
match. At 35, heis playing as well as ever, so
relentless in his aggression and so clear in
his intentions that he seems to get younger
with every spell.

Significantly, he has retained the old drive
to take wickets, as well as the energy and stam-
ina, areason he felt hurt after being left out for
the first Test. Whatever the rationale behind
thatwas. He was then on 484 wickets, the sight
of the 500th distant and dreamy;, like England
reclaiming the trophy. But his journey to the
501st could be well the compelling story of the
series too. How Broad bounced back from the
snuband how England rallied to overcome the
setback in Southampton. Both scripts inter-
twine and overlap. Both are incomplete with-
out each other too.

Inthe lustre of Broad’s milestone, the sheen
of Woakes's effort should not be lost. Woakes
is an understated bowler. Maybe, it's his lack
of frightening pace or artistry of swing. But he
reinforced that he’s as smart an exponent of
seam bowling as any in the world around. All
his wickets, fashioned by impeccable lengths
and subtlety of seam-movement, came either
side of the lunch interval. He winkled out Shai

Hope and Shamrah Brooks before the interval,
the latter inside-edged to the keeper while
Hope perished to an ungainly heave.

His bizarre stroke symbolised the muddled
approach of West Indies, whose response
mechanism to this situation was devoid of logic
and resolve. With spells of rain often interrupt-
ing the match—the match was stopped thrice
in the day—and more predicted in the day, it
wasamatter of hanging around and taking the
match as deep as possible. But they self-de-
structed to theirend.

Uponresumption, Woakes picked up three
more wickets, all leg-before to deliveries that
fractionally seamed in. In between, his unfor-
tunate colleague Dom Bess, who bowled nota
single delivery in the match, affected the run
out of Roston Chase to leave the tourists in ut-
ter shambles. The signs of resurgence they
showed in Southampton seemed a mirage in
hindsight. At the same time, the graph of Broad
keeps surging.

So what next for Broad? Matching his
friend Anderson? Going past Glenn McGrath?
Entering the 600 club? So much for the spec-
ulation. What we know is that we have some
more years to admire a masterful seamer at
work, provided his body does not rebel.
BRIEF SCORES: England 369 & 226/2decl
bt West Indies 197 & 129 (Woakes 5/50,
Broad 4/36) by 269 runs

Punjab’s Princepal is fourth Indian
picked for NBA developmental league

NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH, JULY 28

GURME] SINGH recalls looking through a tel-
escope at Dera Baba Nanak to offer obeisance
to the historic Kartarpur Sahib Gurudwara
in Pakistan, since the 57-year-old didn’t have
apassport to cross the border. The proud fa-
ther will need the document soon as the tel-
escope refocuses on a shooting star rising on
the horizon - his 19-year-old son Princepal.

Signed by NBA's developmental team for
a select squad announced on Tuesday, the
step up takes the 6'10” hoopster closer to his
dream of playing in the world’s snazziest
league. “Today is a big day in my son’s career
and once the Kartarpur Corridor opens, I will
get my passport made and go to pray at
Kartarpur Sahib,” says the elated father.

Six years back, the Punjab youngster from
village Qadian Gujjran - five km off the Indo-
Pak border near Dera Baba Nanak - was ob-
sessed with volleyball - a sport he played vo-
raciously in the fields. However, a visit by the
sitting MLA from Batala, Lakhbir Singh
Lodhinangal, to a school competition saw the
then 6’4” youngster scouted out for the
Ludhiana Basketball Academy, Punjab’s pro-
lific nursery. “Back then, I only knew about
volleyball and my whole time was spent in
setting up the volleyball net. When
Lodhinangal sir’s son Kunwar Mandeep
Singh told me about basketball, I was fasci-
nated by the game. Controlling the ball all
over the court looked enjoyable to me,”
Princepal says.

He looked up to senior Palpreet Singh.
“Palpreet paaji was the first Indian to be
picked for the developmental league and it
feels great to follow in his footsteps.”

While Gurmej works as an Upper
Division Clerk with the Punjab State
Electricity Board, Princepal, his youngest,
would move to Ludhiana in 2014 to train at
the facility that has groomed Satnam Singh
Bhamra, Palpreet and Amjyot Singh. Coach
Jaipal Singh, assistant to legendary coach, the
late Subramanian at LBA, and Punjab
Basketball Association secretary Teja Singh
Dhaliwal would spend hours thinking how
to handle this exceptional talent.

Princepal was 6’4” at 14, and needed
work on fitness to strengthen his core and

Princepal Singh has taken a step closer
towards his dream of playing in the NBA.

add agility to his tall frame. A quick learner,
his ball-carrying skills were immaculate.
Two years later, Princepal earned a $75,000
scholarship with SPIRE Institute in Geneva,
Ohio, USA, but saw his visa rejected. But
Jaipal ensured he didn’t stay dejected.

“It was a huge opportunity. But like any
village kid, his English was poor and he
couldn’t explain the purpose of his US visit
to the visa officer. But he didn’t allow it to af-
fect his confidence,” said Jaipal.

Picked by NBA’s India Academy, Princepal
would soon head to the league’s Global
Academy in Canberra, Australia. The stint im-
proved his dribbling and he became versa-
tile playing as a forward despite hisimmense
frame.In 2018, Princepal would also play for
the Indian U-18 team in the FIBA U-16
Championships where he averaged 22.17
points and 13 rebounds. The same year saw
him captaining India at the FIBA U-18 Asian
Championships where he averaged 15.5
points and 9.8 rebounds. In 2018, the young-
ster was also one of 25 NBA Global Academy
prospects who took part in a winter show-
case in Las Vegas, attended by top scouts and
executives. Leading Punjab to the U-19 title
last year, Princepal debuted for the senior
Indian team at the 2021 FIBA Asia Cup
Qualifiers earlier this year.

“Being in the same team with players
from different countries and coaches in
Australia helped me understand the techni-
calities of the sport more. I would play as

Princepal was 6’4” at 14, and
needed work on fitness to
strengthen his core and add
agility to his tall frame. A quick
learner, his ball-carrying skills
were immaculate

point guard or a forward and understood
how to be a good defender too. While we
would try to match each other in terms of
strength, we would also try to outdo each
other in terms of rebounds and dribbling,”
remembers Princepal.

Based in Las Vegas, the league select team
spot is offered to elite players who become
eligible for an NBA draft the following year.
Princepal will be among other draft
prospects such as Jalen Green, MVP of the
FIBA U-17 World Cup in 2018, Isaiah Todd,
Jonathan Kuminga, Daishen Nix and Kai
Sotto and the team will be coached by five-
time NBA champion Brian Shaw.

“I have heard about Jalen Green and 7'2”
Sottoand Iwill be rubbing shoulders with play-
ers taller than me, which is rare in India. [ have
alsobeenwatching videos of LA Lakers’ Anthony
Davis and I understand that USA will be a lot
tougher in terms of competition,” he says.

President of the developmental league
Shareef Abdur-Rahim said, “We are thrilled
to be able to offer Princepal the opportunity
to begin his professional basketball journey.
We've long hoped that our development
pathway for elite high school players would
include roster spots for emerging interna-
tional talent, including players who have par-
ticipated in the NBA Academy programme,
and we're excited to have Princepal forge this
new path and develop his skills in our league.”

Princepal’s mother Hardeep Kaur, herself
aregal 510", has already started preparing
home-made pinnis for her son to take to the
States. “He likes to eat pinnis and [ will make
sure there’s no shortage while he isin USA,”
shared the mother. When their youngest was
born, the priest had picked out ‘P’ foraname
from the Guru Granth Sahib. “He is like a
Rajkumar to us so we named him Princepal,”
the mother recalls. He’s now the prince-in-
waiting as India awaits his NBA coronation.
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

You can work with
@ your horoscope,
around while fate
makes up your mind for you.
successfully with your current
transits is to build as broad a
Your social relationships
will act as a safety net,
promised hard landing.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
loved one has been
all too ready to

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
rather than waiting

The only way to cope

basis of support as you can.

preserving you froma
lamsure thata

@ pursue a cavalier
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MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

courage, Gemini.
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(6) 5 o : i success, and avoid time-
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LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Allyou have todois

@ advice, I know. I
also realise that

in the world to achieve, but

there’s no harmin trying,

planetary picture is very

optimistic, so set off with a

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
There’s been a great

@ about the need to
save face. Thisisa

deal to you, and people you live

with had better recognise this.
to make you feel that you've
won - even if you haven’t.

Reassuring
@ relationships

Jupiter and other
helpful planets. In plain
personal relationships dovetail
with overseas links. A perfect
perhaps? You should certainly
pay special attention to all

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
The benevolent

@ balances the
aggressive planet

for a start, I'd say you're being

set up for an increase in

come into it. Instead it’s all

thanks to your own hard

the back.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
individual who
doesn’t recognise

conceals a host of benefits.

There is so much going for you

finally have your cake - and eat

it! Other people may be
rightly or wrongly, as your
good fortune.

Thereis good in

@ everyone and a
offer. In many

respects you will fare better

because what is awkward for
them comes perfectly

you that this is no time for

moral back-sliding, so stiffen

be yourself. Easy
this may be the hardest thing
is there? The general
song in your heart.

deal of talk lately
concept which means a great
The best way to placate you is
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)

connect Mars,
language this means that
time for a long-distance trip
foreign connections.

planet Jupiter
Mars. The result? Well,
your earnings. Luck doesn’t
work. Give yourself a pat on

Itwill be arare
@ that every difficulty
at the moment that you may
envious of what they see,
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

bright side to every
than most people, if only
naturally to you. May I remind
thatback-bone.
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MARUTI SUZUKI N E X A

A WORLD WHERE YOUR
WELL-BEING MATTERS.

NEXA is safe to visit. What's more, drive away
a NEXA car by availing exciting schemes.
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