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Ayodhya, Aug 5:PM
at Ram temple event
will be live on DD

KRISHN KAUSHIK &
AVANEESH MISHRA
NEW DELHI,AYODHYA, JULY 25

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modiwill attend the bhoomi pu-
jan at the site for the proposed
Ram temple in Ayodhya on
August 5 and this will be telecast
live by public broadcaster
Doordarshan.

Sharing details of the upcom-
ing event, the Shri Ram
Janmbhoomi Teerth Kshetra, the
Trust constituted to oversee the
temple construction, took to
Twitter Saturday: “The day PM
@narendramodi ji will be in
Ayodhya to inaugurate the con-
struction of Shri Ram
Janmbhoomi Mandir, it will be
the most historic moment in the
history of independent India.
The event will be telecast LIVE on
Doordarshan. Other channels
will also broadcast the telecast.”

Sources in Prasar Bharati said
the event will be covered like any
other event of the Prime
Minister.

Vishwa Hindu Parishad na-
tional spokesperson Vinod
Bansal, in a press statement
tweeted Saturday, said the Prime
Minister will be in Ayodhya
on August 5 and will be “wor-
shipping with revered saints,
scholars, trustees and other
dignitaries for the grand
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From the drawing
board to the temple site
— catching up with
Ayodhya as it dresses
up for the big day

Janmabhoomi temple of
Bhagwan Shri Ram”.

Also Saturday, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
visited Ayodhya and inspected
arrangements ahead of the
bhoomi pujan.

Announcing that the Prime
Minister will be visiting
Ayodhya, he directed authorities
to run special cleanliness drives
until August 3,and to consider it
a Swachhta Abhiyan before
Deepawali. He also directed that
all Covid protocols be followed.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Riot murder accused
deleted phone data,
can’t find weapon:

Delhi Police to court

VHP office-bearer questioned by
police in the case says complained to
the L-G about ‘false cases’ on Hindus

SHYAMLAL YADAV &
KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

M Section of Arms Act dropped
M All accused deleted mobile
phone data of days when riots
unfolded

B CCTV footage of incident not
found

THESE ARE some of the revela-
tions made by Delhi Police in its
chargesheet on the murder of
Parvez (48), who succumbed to
a gunshot injury on the right
chest, on February 25 during the
riots in North-East Delhi. The
chargesheet names 16 people
charged with murder and rioting.

While police, in the
chargesheet filed on June 15 be-
fore the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate of Karkardooma,
have said forensic experts are
trying to “retrieve” lost data and
CCTV footage of the incident
from two shops, an office-bearer
of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad,
among those questioned by po-

lice regarding the case, has
lodged a formal complaint that
“false cases” are being foisted on
“innocent Hindus”.

On April 9, Devesh Mishra,
VHP vice-president of Yamuna
Vihar Vibhaag, was among 22
people summoned by the Crime
Branch of Delhi Police in connec-
tion with the probe into the
murder of Parvez.

The same night, six of them,
including Mishra, were allowed
to leave. Mishra claims he was
called for questioning on the ba-
sis of a “false complaint” filed by
the victim’s son Sahil Parvez,
stating that Mishra was leading
the mob.

“My phone record details,and
the CCTV show I was not present
in Delhi. The police seized my
phone, checked my CDR, and
then let me off,” Mishra said.

The remaining 16 were ar-
rested: Sushil Kumar (40), Jaibir
Singh(57), Supreme Maheshwari
(26),Atul Chauhan (37), Virender
Chauhan (40), Pawan Kumar (44),
Suresh Pandit (50), Amit Kumar

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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KARGIL VIJAY DIWAS

A RED initiative appears
in today’s edition of

The Indian Express. The
page is an initiative of the
marketing solutions team
of The Indian Express
Group and contains
content paid for by
advertisers. The page
should be read as an
advertisement.

SHIVRAJ CHOUHAN
TESTS COVID POSITIVE,
HOSPITALISED
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THE COUNTDOWN

Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath at the Hanuman Garhi temple in Ayodhya on Saturday. He
reviewed arrangements for the August 5 bhoomi pujan for the Ram temple. Avaneesh Mishra

India offers 11
Afghan Sikhs
visa: man who
was abducted
to girl rescued

DIVYAGOYAL
LUDHIANA, JULY 25

FOUR MONTHS after an Islamic
State-backed attack at a gurd-
wara in Kabul's Shor Bazaar
killed at least 25 members of the
community, and amid allega-
tions of abductions and forced
marriage, 11 Sikhs from
Afghanistan have been granted
short-term visas by the Indian
Embassy in Kabul.

They are expected to reach
Delhi Sunday.

Chhabol Singh, acommunity
leader in Kabul, told The Sunday
Express that among those who
received the visas Saturday in-
clude Nidan Singh Sachdeva,
who was abducted from a gurd-
wara in Paktia province last
month, and a 15-year old girl
who was recently “rescued”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Taliban
back, govt
@ watches

EXPLAINED

WITH THE Taliban jockey-
ing for power, Sikhs and
Hindus in Afghanistan
have been feeling threat-
ened. While making a
case for the vulnerable
position of the minorities
under a Taliban regime,
the hint of offering them
shelter through the
Citizenship Amendment
Act(CAA) helps the gov-
ernment make a political
case at home.

TRACKING INDIA’'S COVID CURVE

1 4._5 CASES:

DAYS SINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

13,36,860 | DEATHS: 31,358

TESTS: 1,58,49,068 | DOUBLING RATE: 19.62%*

RECOVERED: 8,49,431

T-DAYAVG

KEY STATES TOTAL SURGEIN DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* | RATE**
mMaharashtra | 3,57117 9,615 2.89% | 24.93
m Delhi 1,28,389 1,025 | 096% | 75.22
m Tamil Nadu 1,99,749 6,785 | 3.14% | 2295
mKarnataka 85,870 5,007 | 6.54% 11.01
mAndhraPradesh | 80,858 8,147 | 10.32% 6.97

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

**Calculated over 7-day growth

2.35

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress

in averting deaths

CASEFATAUTYRATIO |  POSTITYRATE | DALYIN,DALYOUT
7 DAYS EARLIER: 7 DAYS EARLIER: DETECTED TODAY
2.53 1.73 48,916
NOW: NOW: RECOVERED TODAY:

8.43

Positives against
number tested
(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Dataas on July 24, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers include
data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

32,223

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak
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Changein stand: 4G
won’t be a problem,
J&K to Home Ministry

Media policy will be ‘re-checked’, Information Dept can’t
decide what content is fake, anti-national, says Murmu

NAVEED IQBAL &
PVAIDYANATHANIYER
SRINAGAR, JULY 25

THE UNION Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir has told the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs that it
did not have any objection in
restoring 4G internet services,
and that high-speed Net con-
nectivity would not pose any
problem.

“We have been making (a)
representation for this... I feel
that 4G will not be a problem. I
am not afraid how people will
use this. Pakistan will do its
propaganda, whether it is 2G or
4G. It will always be there... But
[ don’t see an issue,” Lieutenant
Governor G C Murmu told The
Sunday Express here Friday.

Thisis a change in the earlier
position taken by the J&K admin-
istration two months ago in May.

In an affidavit filed on
Thursday in the Supreme Court,
the Centre had said that a special
committee set up to examine the
demands for restoring 4G serv-
ices, following the orders of the
court on May 11, had met twice
on May 15 and June 10, and ar-
rived at a decision that “no fur-
ther relaxation of the restrictions
on Internet services, including
4G services, would be carried out
at present”.

The special committee com-
prises the Union Home
Secretary, Department of
Telecommunications Secretary
and the Chief Secretary of J&K.

‘Pak will do its propaganda,
whetheritis 2G or4G’

— J&K —
ONEYEARAFTER

AUGUST 3

AN EXPRESS SERIES

On May 11, the J&K adminis-
tration had sought the dismissal
of a plea by the Foundation for
Media Professionals at the
Supreme Court by pointing out
that high-speed internet would
enable the spread of fake news/
rumours, and transfer of heavy
audio/ video files, which could be
used by terror outfits for incite-
ment as also in planning attacks.

To another question on the
J&K Information Department’s
Media Policy 2020, which em-
powers the DIPR (Department of
Information and Public Relations)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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MIRROR, MIRROR,
ON THE WALL

In this pandemic-ridden
world, is dressing up a
thing of the past?

PAGE 16, 17,18

India for
incremental
progress,
status quo
ante at LAC

SUSHANT SINGH
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

INDIA AND China are expected
to schedule the fifth round of
talks at the Corps Commander
level next week to resolve the sit-
uation along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in Ladakh.

New Delhi has decided to
stick toits strategy of “incremen-
tal change despite slow
progress” while pressing for the
end-goal, the restoration of sta-
tus quo ante as of April — before
the start of the military standoff.

It has also ruled out applica-
tion of any kind of military pres-
sure against China as an option,
soastoavoid any inadvertent es-
calation.

A government official told
The Sunday Express that both
sides have agreed to hold the
talks at the level of the Corps
Commander during the meeting
Friday of the Working
Mechanism for Consultation &
Coordination on India-China

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Forsaken after Covid, Bhagalpur
says, ‘This is no time for elections’

ASADISTRICT
UNLOCKS

AN EXPRESS SERIES

DIPANKAR GHOSE
BHAGALPUR, JULY 25

IT WAS over a month ago, but
Anil Singh remembers the anger
like it was yesterday, coursing
through his veins. Singh and a
group of 70 men had paid

Cong feels House test best bet,
Gehlot ready to take battle to PM

MANOJCG &
HAMZA KHAN
NEW DELHI, JAIPUR, JULY 25

A DAY after Ashok Gehlot and
the MLAs in his camp sat on a
protest on the lawns of the Raj
Bhawan, the Rajasthan Chief
Minister on Saturday warned
that if Governor Kalraj Mishra
still does not agree to their de-
mand for a session of the state
Assembly, the party will take its

protest to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s residence in
New Delhi.

Gehlot was addressing a
meeting of the Congress
Legislature Party (CLP) at
Fairmont Hotel, where the party
is keeping its MLAs.

This push for a session of the
state Assembly is in line with
the Congress leadership’s deci-
sion to focus its energies on
waging a political battle in
Rajasthan since its legal ma-

noeuvres so far have hit a wall.

Gehlot has conveyed to the
leadership that he is confident of
the numbers and the party will
now insist on a floor test in the
Assembly rather than fightit out
in courts.

Sources in the party said
some of the leaders were initially
not in favour of taking the battle
to the Supreme Court but agreed
when Assembly Speaker
C P Joshi strongly felt that the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Rs 3,500 each to a truck driver to
get home to Bihar from Delhi,
travelling without food and wa-
ter, cramped in the dark in the
backof the vehicle, like criminals.

One time, Singh recalls, the
truck driver told them to get off
and hide as a Delhi Police vehi-
cle cruised nearby. “I was so an-
gry at Modi, at Nitish Kumar,”
Singh says. “Who gives four
hours before shutting down a
country, leaving the poor to fend
for themselves? Who bars peo-
ple saying they might be carry-

ing the coronavirus? Hum log
keede makaude hain kya (Are we
insects)?”

Since returning to his village
of Mehesleti, Singh, who
worked as a rajmistri in Delhi,
has had no job and is running
out of money. His anger still sim-
mers, but is now directed as
much at the Opposition.
“Everybody has abandoned us.
Have they come to help us? Has
the MLA come? They are all the
same,” Singh says.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Congress MLAs cheer as CM Gehlot speaks at a meeting at
Fairmont Hotel in Jaipur Saturday. Chief Minister’s Office

09-yr-old actor in HC over Covid curbs: I'm in the game still

ALAKA SAHANI
MUMBAI, JULY 25

THE MOVIE Chhal (2019) opens
with the murder of Pramod
Pandey’s character by his ma-
nipulating wife. In the TV show
Tujh Se Hai Raabta he is a judge,
while in horror series Laal Ishq
heisakind-hearted grandfather
who is spared by killer ghosts.
His smart quip as the owner of a
women’s underwear shop in
web-series Apharan is now a
popular meme.

After making blink-and-miss
appearances in about 80 serials
and five movies, Pandey recently
turned petitioner in the Bombay
High Court, challenging the
guidelines issued by the
Maharashtra government pro-
hibiting those over 65 years of
age from shooting due to the
coronavirus pandemic. “Even
though I am senior by age, [ am
still a struggler,” says Pandey,
who turns 70 on August 23.

Shooting has gathered pace
in Maharashtra after remaining
shut since mid-March due to the

threat of the pandemic. Pandey
expected to return to the sets for
aseries called Ek Mahanayak: Dr
BRAmbedkar. He was promised
around five days of work in a
month. But then the actors’ co-
ordinator asked for a copy of
Pandey’s Aadhaar card, required
for health insurance as per the
new guidelines, and realised that
Pandey was above the permissi-
ble age of 65.

Earlier this month, the Agra-
born actor filed a petition calling
the Maharashtra government’s
age restriction on sets as “dis-

Before lockdown, and after. When he has shaved and his hair
is dyed, he can pass off as in his late 50s, says Pramod Pandey

New Delhi

crimination”. “Imposing such a
ruleis unconstitutional and it vi-
olates our fundamental rights.
Now, the characters played by
65+ actors in serials are either
being erased or replaced by
younger actors. In some cases,
the storyline is being changed.
So,lam fighting for justice,” says
Pandey.

When heis clean-shavenand
his hair is dyed, Pandey says, he
passes off as someone in his late
50s and is offered roles as such.
Pandey’s last acting job was that
of an aggrieved secretary of a

housing society in Yeh Hain
Chahatein on March 12.
Hearing the case on Friday,
the Bombay High Court directed
the state to file a reply elaborat-
ing the grounds on which the
age guideline was imposed. The
next hearing will be on July 29.
This is Pandey’s second stint
in the world of entertainment.
Backin 1973, he had applied for
both acting and direction
courses at the Film and
Television Institute of India (FTII),
Pune, after graduating in biology
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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TRIPURA ADOPTS SEX-SORTED ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION OF CATTLE

Ina bid to make Tripura self-sufficient in milk production, the state government is weighing a three-year plan
tointroduce sex-sorted artificial insemination of cattle. According to the department of animal husbandry,
Tripura produces 1,97,270 MT milk annually while the average annual requirement is 2,34,350 MT.
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EXPLAINED
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DETAILS OF NEXT
ONEPLUS PHONE
OnePlus 8T series may
sport a 64 MP camera
technology

DELHI'S GHAZIPUR
LANDFILL

How the towering
landfill’s height was
reduced.

EXPRESS

The Cisco case and how
Indians took caste
discrimination to US

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In this episode of the Sandip Roy Show, Dalit
activist Thenmozhi Soundararajan talks
about how the Cisco case highlights the
problem of caste discrimination in the US.
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Border Affairs, but the agenda
for the talks is yet to be ap-
proved.

The date for the talks will be
finalized only after the agenda
is approved, and can be ex-
pected to be held towards the
end of next week.

“Itisa very institutionalized
process. Before every Corps
Commander talks, the agendais
approved in Delhi. There is a
meeting of the China Study
Group which sits down and ap-
proves what the commander
can propose and agree to. He is
aninstrument in the process, not
the decision-making authority,”
the government official said.

After the last round of talks
at the level of the Corps
Commander on July 14 which
failed to break the deadlock,
there was a view within the
government that there was a
need to keep the Chinese off-
balance in the next round of
talks, as Beijing seemed to be
comfortable with the new sta-
tus quo on the border.

This view was based on the
argument that if military op-
tions are ruled out and India is
prepared for a prolonged stand-
off and winter deployment, it
should not accept any half-
measures or proposals for par-
tial disengagement on the LAC
at this stage.

“There was a view that we
should adopt a strong and rigid
posture on our demands for
restoration of status quo ante. At
this stage, we should show our
stubbornness, we need to keep
the Chinese off-balance, not
comfort them,” an official told
The Sunday Express.

The consensus in the govern-
ment, however, seems to have
veered around the continuation
of its existing strategy of the past
12 weeks of the standoft. It rules
out any use of military options,
eitherasaquid proquo action or
in any other form of military
leverage, while focusing on the
end goal of restoration of the sta-
tus quo ante.

“Our end goal is restoration
of the status quo ante, in as
many steps as it takes. Anything
which facilitates the stated out-
come is important for the end
goal. Yes, the progress has been
very slow but there has beenin-
cremental change despite slow
progress on the ground. | mean,
without going into specifics,
there has been some thinning
out of troops even in the last few
days and there will be some
positive results to show before
the next talks between com-
manders,” a second govern-
ment official said.

“The Army will remain de-
ployed for the long haul, and lo-
gistics preparations have al-
ready started for that. If
required, there can be even a
permanent deployment. Thatis
crystal clear,” the official said.

On the lack of discussion
about the situation in Depsang
Plains, where the Chinese have
denied the Indian side access to
five patrolling points, the official
said “our aim s for resolution in
the entire eastern Ladakh. But
the current focus is on
Pangong.”

A senior Army officer con-
firmed the government official’s
stance on status quo ante and
prolonged stand-off by pointing
to a television interview given
by Northern Army Commander,
Lt General YK Joshi to CNN-
News18 on Saturday.

“What I can tell you in sim-
ple words is that we shall con-
tinue all efforts to restore the
status quo ante along LAC. I be-
lieve the negotiations and
process of disengagement and
the commitment of both sides
to adhere to the laid down
methodology would dictate the
timelines of the stand-off,” Lt
General Joshi told the news
channel.

Asreported earlier, there has

GEONE

been limited progress in disen-
gagement on the ground, leav-
ing the situation tense on at
least three of the friction points:
PP17A in Gogra, Pangong area
and Depsang Plains. As per in-
telligence sources, a sustained
strength of 2,000 PLA soldiers
has been blocking Indian patrols
in Depsang for 10 weeks now.

In the assessment of intelli-
gence agencies, China is at-
tempting to make the Kugrang
Tsangporiver as the new LAC at
PP15 and PP17A in the Hot
Springs sector. It has also not re-
moved its posts on the forward
slope of Finger 4 at Pangong Tso,
and has further strengthened its
deployment close to Finger 6,
sources said.

Delhi riots

(42), Naresh Tyagi (50), Uttam
Tyagi (46), Deepanshu Gupta
(30), Rajpal Singh (48), Akhil
Chaudhary (23), Uttam Chand
Mishra (49), Hari Om Mishra
(55), Sandeep Chawla (44).

According to Devesh Mishra,
he sentaletter on April 21 to the
government, alleging that Delhi
Police is conducting an impar-
tial probe and filing false cases
against Hindus. “We sent the
letter through an email to the
Lieutenant Governor. We re-
ceived a message that our com-
plaint has been received,” he
said. Mishra claims he received
a call in June from the local
Crime Branch office in
Seelampur regarding the com-
plaint he had filed.

“On the basis of the com-
plaintIhad sent, I received a call
from Seelampur Crime Branch
office. They asked me if [ have
any evidence in support of the
accused who I have said are in-
nocent. I said I don't have any
evidence and that is the reason
why I have made a demand for
are-investigation,” he said.

While he says he does not
have evidence to back his
charge, his letter titled
‘Complaint against the Delhi po-
lice registering false cases
against the Hindus and arrest-
ing them’, made these claims:

M That he was in Etawah,
from February 23 till February
27, visiting his sister; and it was
the complainant (Sahil) who
claimed he was in Delhi.

B He claims accused
Subhash Tyagi was at his “work-
place on February 24" at a gov-
ernment dispensary and on
“medical leave from February
25 to 28”; similarly, accused
Rajpal Tyagi, a teacher, was “also
present at his institution on
February 24”.

Mishra claims “based on the
false complaint” by Sahil, others
have been sent to jail, while they
“themselves are riot victims”.
“Hari Om Mishra’s dhaba was
set on fire by Muslim rioters;
Jaiveer Tomar’s medical shop
was set on fire; Umesh Mishra's
electrical shop was set on fire,”
he claims.

Hari Om Mishra’s son
Manish said his father “has been
associated with the Sangh'’s
shakha at Yamuna Park”.

The police, in the
chargesheet, said: “As per the
CDR analysis, all accused per-
sons were present at the place
of occurrence at the time of the
commission of the offence.”

“As per the statement u/s
161 CrPC of Sahil Parvez (son of
deceased Parvez), and inde-
pendent eyewitness, all the ac-
cused persons were part of the
mob that were rioting and his
father was shot dead by Sushil
Kumar,” police said.

“Location of their mobile
phone numbers were at the
place of occurrence on the rele-
vant date and time. As per one
video, behaviour of one ac-
cused, Sushil Kumar, was ag-
gressive and was involved in the
riot,” police said.

Police have also named
three protected witnesses, who
are independent witnesses, and

to examine media content for
fake news, plagiarism and un-
ethical or anti-national activi-
ties, Lt Governor Murmu said, “I
will check this, this is not re-
quired. There are relevant IPC/
CrPCand other laws for this.”
The policy, implemented
by the Information
Department on May 15, 2020,
said, “DIPR shall examine the
content of the print, electronic
and other forms of media for
fake news, plagiarism, unethi-
cal or anti-national activities.”
Any individual or group in-

Saying such an occasion for
Ayodhya has come “after 500
years”, he urged people to con-
duct continuous recitation of
the Akhand Ramayaninalllo-
cal temples. He said every
household and temple in
Ayodhya must celebrate
Deepotsava by lighting oil
lamps on the night of August
4and>5.

On July 22, Swami Govind
Dev Giri, treasurer of the Trust,
told media persons that they

dulging in this shall be de-em-
panelled, it said.

“A suitable mechanism
with specific ToRs (terms of
reference) shall be set up by the
DIPR for monitoring the above
and ensuring adherence to the
guidelines,” it said.

Murmu said the policy
was primarily revised to give
space to the electronic and so-
cial media. “Advertisements
were given only to print and
local media - patronage.
People haven’t done anything
for electronic and social me-

had invited the Prime Minister
to the “bhoomi pujan” and he
had accepted it and would be
reaching Ayodhya on August 5.

He said the “bhoomi pu-
jan” would be around noon
and before that, the Prime
Minister would offer prayers
at Hanuman Garhi and the
makeshift temple of the idol of
Ramlalla.

Keeping in mind the social
distancing requirement, a total
0f 200 people including 150in-

4G won’t be a problem: J&K to Centre

dia,” he said.

He emphasised that other
things in the policy were nor-
mal. “If you see the govern-
ment of India or other states’,
the accreditation policy de-
pends on circulation, reader-
ship, etc. The policy follows the
same things... there is nothing
discriminatory,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor
said that the DIPR did not have
the capacity to decide whether
anews is “anti-national.”

“This obviously, only the
agencies can check. We can

PM at Ram temple event will be live on DD

vitees would be allowed for the
“bhoomi pujan”, he said.

Incidentally, August 5 will
mark one year of the abroga-
tion of Article 370 and the bi-
furcation of the State of Jammu
& Kashmir into two Union
Territories.

Article 370 and the Ram
temple were two ideological
issues that the BJP,in the NDA'’s
earlier avatar under Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, had been forced to
place on the backburner due to

delete this also (from the re-
vised media policy). They
(DIPR) only have to do the
checks required for accredita-
tion, but not facts... if there is
suchasituation, they will get it
checked from agencies. What
is ‘anti-national’ is a parameter
of law... the Supreme Court
has given judgements on this
from time to time... Again,
agencies or police will have to
do (look into this),” he said.

“I have already told the
Information Department to re-
checkall this,” Murmu said.

coalition compulsions.

In November 2019, three
months after the abrogation of
Article 370, a five-judge
Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court, while settling
adecades-old title suit over the
disputed Ram Janmabhoomi-
Babri Masjid site, directed that
it be handed over to a Centre-
appointed Trust for construc-
tion of a temple and Muslims
be given an alternate 5-acre
site for a mosque.

have identified all the accused.

“Due to safety and security
of Public witness No. 1, Public
witness No. 2 and Public wit-
ness No. 3, their identity are be-
ing kept secret. Their statement,
identification memo etc. are be-
ing kept separately in sealed en-
velope,” police said.

But there are discrepancies
regarding the key evidence.
Consider these:

M Police have not recovered
the weapon used to kill Parvez.
The Arms Act section has been
dropped, even before the start
of trial. “After sincere efforts,
weapon of offence (firearms)
could not be recovered. So, sec-
tion 25 Arms Act has been re-
moved... During the PC remand
of accused Sushil Kumar, all ef-
forts were made to recovery of
firearms (pistol), but it did not
get,” police said.

M Police have said no CCTV
footage related to the incident
has been found: “Every effort
was made to obtain footage of
Delhi Government and private
CCTV cameras installed around
the scene of the incident, but no
CCTV footage related to the inci-
dent could be found. Because,
the rioters sabotaged the CCTV
Camera before the incident i.e.
on 24.02.2020 and after.”

“However, 2 DVR of CCTV
cameras from the 2 shops
(Pawan Electronics and Big
Bazar shop, Main Yamuna Vihar
Road, North Gonda) nearby the
place of occurrence have been
seized and deposited to FSL
Rohini to retrieve the data,” it
said.

M “Relevant data of the rele-
vant period i.e. 23,24 & 25 Feb,
2020 from the mobile phones
have been deleted by the ac-
cused persons,” police said.

“All exhibits have been de-
posited in FSL Rohini... for re-
trieving the data. Accused per-
sons have deleted intentionally,
the relevant data of the relevant
periodi.e.23,24 & 25 Feb, 2020
from their mobile phones,” po-
lice said.

Bhagalpur

As Bihar heads for low-key
Assembly elections, modified
suitably for the coronavirus
pandemic, questions like Singh
raises could be a determinant.

Bhagalpur, the focus of a se-
ries by The Indian Express to un-
derstand the effects on a district
of Covid-19 and the subsequent
lockdown, has the trappings of
the rest of Bihar. There is a

steeply rising coronavirus curve,
complicated by high poverty in-
dicators in Bhagalpur's 1,500
villages, thousands of migrants
who have returned and are now
unemployed, and the spectre of
floods.

While there are no signs of
an election, what dominates
conversations is all of the above
-- the pandemic, its effects, and
the political response to it.

Local BJP leaders in
Bhagalpur admit that in May
and June, there was palpable
anger against the ruling NDA,
both at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar. "When
we set up the equipment for
digital rallies (held by BJP lead-
ers, including Amit Shah), they
asked if we could not help them
instead. The party told us to
keep meeting people, ask them
what they wanted from their
leaders,” a former deputy
mayor of Bhagalpur says,
adding, "Who could have dealt
with a worldwide pandemic
better than Modi and Nitish,
symbols of good governance?
Now people realise that this
pain is everywhere, in every
state."

However, the BJP leader
feels, it will eventually come
down to the candidates. "If you
didn’t stand with the people,
cowered inside your house, you
will get voted against."

In Govindpur, Naugacchia,
washed away by the overflow-
ing Kosi River, the youth dismiss
the current lot of politicians as
“media neta”. “People had to
walk thousands of kilometres,
died on the way. Say what you
want about Lalu Prasad, if he
was out of jail, you think he
would sitin TV studios and give
lectures? He would be in the
middle of the people, protest-
ing. The parties all say we dis-
tributed this relief, that relief.
Come to the ground and see.
Gareeb ka awaaz uthao, hamare
saath khade ho. Lalu utna toh
karta (Speak up for the poor,
stand with them. Lalu would
have done that at least). How is
the Opposition better than the
government?” asks Raghu
Rishidev.

Even if the elections come
back to caste combinations,
many believe the R]D-led al-
liance will struggle beyond the
30% Muslim-Yadav vote. Sharan
Dev Singh, a veteran JD(U)
worker at Chara Badgaon village
in Bhulni, says, “We will remind
people what the Lalu years were

like, how the Yadavs ruled
everything.”

An RJD worker sitting
nearby admits, "Our leaders
should have done more."
However, he hopes that the lin-
gering anger over "abandon-
ment" following the lockdown
will help the RJD. "It may have
become quieter, but it doesn't
justdisappear... (Besides)in the
past five years, especially after
he joined hands with the BJP,
Nitish has done nothing. People
will vote on anti-incumbency
too. Let us campaign, the elec-
tions haven’t even begun,” he
adds.

Sanjay Kumar Prasun of
Mehesleti believes another is-
sue might queer the pitch. A
worker of the Upendra
Kushwaha-led Rashtriya Lok
Samata Party that has parted
ways with the BJP, Prasun is a
self-professed “Modi fan”.
“People of my community iden-
tified with him, that here was an
OBC who had made it big...
However, now, the community
senses a problem. They (the
Centre) are considering chang-
ing OBC reservation, increasing
creamy layer limit."

Prasun says that given the
size of the OBC vote bank, the
Opposition could use this, com-
bined with the anger over the
lockdown. However, he is prag-
matic enough to admit another
factor: "The prospect of a Yadav
Chief Minister again is a prob-
lem."

Of issues resonating in dis-
tant Delhi now, such as China
and the Ram Mandir, Bhagalpur
has little time.

Apart from the pandemic, if
there is a broad consensus --
from villages to traders sitting
outside their locked stores in
Khalifabagh market -- it is on
something else. Says one trader
at a shuttered cloth store, “Our
business is down 80%, cases are
rising, deaths are happening,
people have no income, and
now floods. This is no time for
an election."

Afghan visas
from an alleged attempt at
forced conversion and marriage.
“We have received six-
month visas for 11 persons, in-
cluding Nidan Singh whois still
unwell after being tortured in
captivity. He will be accompa-
nied by a relative. The families
of the two brothers, who were
killed in the Kabul attack, will
also leave. The daughter of one

of them was recently rescued
after an attempt to marry her
forcefully,” said Chhabol Singh,
who isamember of the manag-
ing committee of the Gurdwara
Dashmesh Pita Sri Guru Gobind
Singh ji Darbar Karte Parwan in
Kabul.

Manjinder Singh Sirsa, pres-
ident, Delhi Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee, said
they had arranged tickets and
accommodation for the 11 who
will reach the National Capital
Sunday on a Kam Air flight un-
der the Vande Bharat mission.

The move comes after the
Afghan Sikh community, which
numbers less than 700, made
multiple appeals to the
Embassy and wrote to Home
Minister Amit Shah seeking im-
mediate evacuation and rescue
after the attack on March 25 at
the Guru Har Rai Sahib gurd-
wara. The process got stalled
due to the coronavirus outbreak
and grounding of international
flights.

An Afghan national living in
Delhi on a long-term visa,
Sachdeva (55) had gone to
Patkia to perform sewa when he
was abducted on June 17. He
was released last Saturday, with
the Ministry of External Affairs
hinting that he could utilise the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
to get Indian citizenship.

On]July 17, the minor girl was
allegedly “taken away” from
Gurdwara Baba Sri Chand in
Kabul and rescued three days
later. Her family claimed that a
local youth had “brainwashed”
her and that she was rescued
from a “forced marriage”.

Gurnam Singh, president,
Gurdwara Dashmesh Pita Sri
Guru Gobind Singh ji Darbar
Karte Parwan, confirmed that
those who received the visas in-
clude the family of the brothers
who died in the gurdwara at-
tack.

Apart from their mother,
they include the son, daughter-
in-law and three grandchildren
of one brother, and the minor
daughter, son and wife of the
other, Singh said.

"Our planis to first evacuate
the families of those who lost
one or more family members in
the terror attack. Our first list
has nearly 150 people. More will
follow. No one from the Sikh
community wants to live here,"
Singh said.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, afamily member of the
slain brothers said: “It is very
sad and painful. Who wants to

New Delhi

leave one’s own country this
way but there is nothing left for
us. We are hoping for a new be-
ginning in India.”

Taliban & the CAA

With the Taliban jockeying
for power, the future of Sikhs
and Hindus in Afghanistan has
come under a cloud. India has
highlighted the situation to
warn the world of the threat
that minorities would face un-
der Taliban rule. The situation
has also helped the government
mabke a political case within the
country on the controversial
Citizenship (Amendment) Act.

Rajasthan

Rajasthan High Court’s order
last Tuesday -- requesting him
not to act on the disqualification
notices against Sachin Pilot and
18 rebel Congress MLAs before
Friday, June 24 -- was an in-
fringement of the rights and
powers of the Speaker under
the Constitution.

But the move yielded no re-
sult as the Supreme Court did
not stay the High Court’s direc-
tion. The High Court then di-
rected Friday that status quo as
of July 14 be maintained on no-
tices sent by the Speaker. The
dominant view in the party
now, sources said, was that the
High Court’s order need not be
challenged immediately in the
Supreme Court.

“The High Court’s Friday or-
der need not be challenged im-
mediately... Anyway, we have
90 days to appeal,” a senior
leader said. Some of the leaders
felt the special leave petition
(SLP) filed by Joshi in the
Supreme Court should also be
withdrawn since the High Court
has already given its order.

While the party is unlikely to
challenge the High Court’s
Friday order in the Supreme
Court Monday, it is divided on
withdrawing the SLP. Sources
said senior leader Kapil Sibal,
who appeared for the Speaker
in the Supreme Court, is keen to
pursue the case. The matter will
come up on Monday.

Asked whether the Congress
will file an appeal challenging
the High Court order, Abhishek
Singhvi said, “The fight has to be
on the floor of the House. Legal
fights can only be subsidiary.”

So, the party will now wait
to hear from the Governor on
the Gehlot Cabinet’s recom-
mendation for an Assembly ses-
sion.

On Friday, the CM had taken
MLAs from his camp to Raj
Bhawan, demanding an
Assembly session be called. The
MLAs had called off their protest
after the Governor gave them an
assurance and later sought a
clarification on six points on the
Cabinet note. The Gehlot gov-
ernment then held a Cabinet
meet late on Friday and drafted
a response to the six points
raised by the Governor.

Among the six points raised
by Mishrawas that “noreason has
been provided for calling the ses-
siononashortnotice and neither
anagenda has been proposed.”

Aparty leader presentin the
CLP meeting on Saturday said,
“The CM said the queries raised
by the Governor have been ad-
dressed, but that he can’t raise
those queries or ask for agenda,
or the reason for urgency... this
has never happened before... If
an Assembly session is not
called, we'll meet the President
if needed, or sit on adharna out-
side the residence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.”

At the CLP, Congress com-
munications in-charge,
Randeep Singh Surjewala, is
learnt to have said that under
Article 174 of the Indian
Constitution, the Governor has
no right to stop the Cabinet from
wanting to proceed with a ses-
sion of the Assembly. Saying the
party has the support of 102
MLAs inan Assembly of 200, he

said, "It will be remembered in
future how 102 people defeated
attempts to crush the
Constitution.”

On Pilot, Congress Rajasthan
in-charge Avinash Pande said
the “high command gave full
opportunity that if a family
member has complaints, these
can be kept before it.
Unfortunately, they have be-
come a puppet in the hands of
the BJPand I don’t think a return
is possible anymore.”

The CM s also learnt to have
asked the MLAs to be ready for
the long haul, saying they may
have to spend another 21 days
in the resort.

In a statement on Saturday,
AICC general secretary K C
Venugopal accused the BJP of
working to "destabilise elected
governments...”. He said the
party has decided to launch na-
tionwide protests in front of Raj
Bhavans on Monday. The party
will also hold an online cam-
paign, "Speak Up for
Democracy", on Sunday.

09-yr-old actor
from Agra College. However,
during his FTII interview,
Pandey says, he got into an ar-
gument with editor-director
Hrishikesh Mukherjee, and
never got in. Soon after, he au-
ditioned for the Filmalaya
Academy of Cine Art and
Television, set up by filmmaker
Sashadhar Mukherjee in
Mumbai, and joined it in June
that year.

He completed his acting
course in 1975, and landed a
role in a movie titled Bhookha
Nanga Insaan. But the film never
took off. Then, Pandey was se-
lected as a junior artiste for
Khoon Pasina (1977). However,
after he had waited out 15 days
during a schedule in Pahalgam,
Kashmir, he was told there was
no role for him. He got the full
payment though, he says.

Pandey eventually made his
first on-screen appearance in
1979, in the horror film Shaitan
Mujrim (1979). It was a one-
scene appearance, as a doctor.

That particular stint of
Pandey in Mumbai came to an
end when he was stabbed 14
times by some goons after he
and some tenants of a Goregaon
building complained against a
hike in rent. On February 14,
1980, once he was of hospital,
he left Mumbai.

In 2017, with his siblings
married, some of them no
longer living in Agra, and his par-
ents dead, Pandey decided to
give Mumbai another shot. He
says he could take the risk as he
had saved up enough from mak-
ingad films, corporate films and
running an acting school in Agra
2008 onwards. “Luckily, I was
not married. So, following my
heart was easier,” says the actor.

This time, with the TV and
Internet boom in play, Pandey
managed bit roles in television
shows and web-series. He got
offered a range of characters --
doctor, shopkeeper, lawyer, fa-
ther, grandfather. He even ap-
peared in a whiskey commercial
featuring cricketer M S Dhoni .

The money was not much,
around Rs 25,000 a month, but
with filmmaker Anil Sharma
letting him stay at his Versova
office, he got by, Pandey says.

Since he filed the petition,
Pandey claims to have received
calls of appreciation from vet-
eran actors such as Raza Murad,
Virendra Saxena, Kanwaljit
Singh and his Filmalaya acad-
emy classmate Avatar Gill.

They dubbed him the “black
sheep” of the family, Pandey re-
calls. Having fought so far, for so
long, he is not ready to give up
justyet. “I'mreally enjoying my
life and doing what I wanted to
do. It’s never too late to achieve
stardom. Jab tak maidan mein
hoon, haara nahin hoon (As long
aslam in the field, [ am in the
game)."
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1,142 CASES, 29 DEATHS ON SATURDAY

Capital’s positivity rate had crossed
0%, but at 3% now, says Jain

ASTHASAXENA &
PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

ON SATURDAY, Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain said
that while the national positiv-
ity rate has gone up in the last
10days, the positivity rate in the
capital has come down. “There
was a time when the positivity
rate in Delhi was 30% or more
but now it has come down to
5%,” he said.

Delhi reported 1,142 new
cases and 29 deaths due to Covid
on Saturday, taking the total
number of cases and fatalities to
1,29,531 and 3,806 respectively.
At present, the city has 12,657
active cases, while the number
of people who have recovered
from the illness has reached

For Burari,

CORONAVIRUS IN THE CAPITAL

TOTAL CASES Total Vacant

.-I 29 53] HOSPITALBEDS | 15,301 | 12,444
’ ’ VENTILATORS | 1,188 780

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths  Tests

July 24 1,025 1,866 32 19,138

July 25 1,142 2,137 29 20,509
Total 12,567+ 1,13,068 3,806 | 9,29,244
*Total active cases

1,13,068.The recoveryratein the
capital is 87.3%.

Inastatus report filed before
the Delhi High Court, the state
health department said that be-
tween June 18 and July 24, the
city conducted 4,04,141 rapid
antigen tests, out of which
24,501 (6%) people tested posi-

hospital

for Covid will serve a
much larger purpose

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

BRINGING MUCH-NEEDED re-
lief to the Northwest district, a
Delhi government hospital at
Burari was inaugurated by CM
Arvind Kejriwal on Saturday.

Of the proposed 700 bed ca-
pacity of the hospital, 450 are al-
ready in place and have been re-
served for Covid patients at
present. The hospital was com-
missioned by the Congress gov-
ernment as a 200-bed facility. In
2015, when AAP came to power
for the second time, the capacity
was increased to over 700 beds.

The work was expected to be
complete in August last year but
it was delayed. Delhi govern-
ment officials said 125 beds at
the hospital will have oxygen
supply and this number will in-
crease over the next few days.

For several years, residents of
nearby areas have had only one
government hospital to cater to
afast-growing population.

Kejriwal, who inaugurated
the hospital through video con-
ferencing, said, “The opening of
this hospital will add 450 more
beds to the health infrastructure

450 beds at the hospital are
reserved for Covid patients
at present. Amit Mehra

of Delhi. The two crore people of
Delhi,along with the central and
the state governments, have at-
tained victory over coronavirus,
but it would not be correct to say
that the fight is over.”

He credited the improve-
ment to healthcare workers and
people of the city. “I want to con-
gratulate all the doctors, nurses,
paramedic staff, officials, and
whoever has worked hard to
achieve this goal.”

Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain said, “Due to the
pandemic and some pending
environment clearances, some
work on the hospital was put on
hold. For now, we are starting it
as a Covid hospital and services
will be expanded later on.”

CRPF man shoots senior,
then turns gun on himself

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 25

A CENTRAL Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) sub-inspector allegedly
shot dead his senior officer be-
fore killing himself in New Delhi’s
Lodhi Estate area on Friday night.
Police said the incident took
place at 61, Lodhi Estate, whichis
allotted to the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs.

Police said that following an
argument with inspector
Dashrath Singh (56), sub-inspec-
tor Karnail Singh (55) killed him
with his service weapon, an AK-
47, before shooting himself.

SI Karnail hailed from
Udhampur in Jammu and
Kashmir, while inspector
Dashrath was from Rohtak in
Haryana. They were deployed at

Lodhi Estate for the last three
months and shared a room.
DCP (New Delhi) Eish Singhal
said, “There were no eyewit-
nesses... It was difficult to ascer-
tain the gunshot wounds be-
cause there was blood all over the
victim’s body. Entry and exit
wounds of the deceased will be
ascertained once the post-
mortem reportisout.”
ACRPFofficial said the inspec-
tor was found dead in his room,
with his food laid out. The SIwas
found lying near the guard room,
near the bungalow’s main gate.
M Dhinkaran, DIG, CRPF, said,
“The incident is an aberration
which seems to have been com-
mitted at the spur of the mo-
ment. An enquiry has been or-
dered..”
Delhi Police said it will inves-
tigate the matter.

tive. A follow-up RT-PCR was
conducted on 2,818 patients, in
which 404 (14.35%) tested posi-
tive.

Recently, while addressing
concerns about the accuracy of
the rapid antigen test, Health
Ministry officials had also con-
firmed that almost 15% of the

people who had undergone
rapid antigen tests and were
found to be symptomatic even
after testing negative, had turned
out to be positive in a follow-up
RT-PCR test.

The RT-PCR test is considered
to be the gold standard for test-
ing while the rapid antigen test
provides results within 30 min-
utes. If a person tests positive in
arapid antigen test, then no sec-
ond test is required. But if a per-
son tests negative, then an RT-
PCR test is performed to check
the presence of the virus.

On the capital’s Covid-19 sit-
uation, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal tweeted: “Delhi
has reached 8th position in
terms of number of active cases.
Situation was bad till a few days
back. We were at 2nd position.
However, there is no room for

Patchy video calls
last communication
between cop and kin

SOMYALAKHANI
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

ONTHURSDAY, 53-year-old Delhi
Police head constable Satya
Narayan had a short video call
with his wife and their two sons,
from his bed at Lok Nayak hospi-
tal, in which he nodded his head
afew times, and barely managed
to say yes when asked if he was
okay. That was the last call they
shared; Narayan died of Covid-19
at6.30 am Friday.

He had joined Delhi Police in
1993, and was posted at East
Delhi’s Madhu Vihar police sta-
tion for the last six months. The
last conversation with his father
keeps playing in 22-year-old
Priyanshu’s head, as he manages
a bevy of calls, messages and
some visitors. “The phone net-
workin the ward is poor. Though
we spoke to him via video callon
his phone atleast three times dur-
ing his stay at Lok Nayak, it was
always tough to get in touch. We
were worried if he was getting
proper treatment... There were
many unanswered questions.We
relied on a ward boy who would
take our calls and update us,” said
Priyanshu, who finished his B.Sc

from DU recently. “There mustbe
away for families to properly stay
in touch with their loved ones in
hospital... Patients need their fam-
ilies at a time like this to derive
will-power,” he said.

Narayan suffered from dia-
betes, hypertension and had a
stent in his heart. On June 26, he
took leave as he had diarrhoea.
“He had alot of weakness. On July
13, he left home to go to Madhu
Vihar police station so he could
apply for a longer leave. He was
sent toa hospital where his rapid
antigen test was done and it came
positive,” said Priyanshu. His col-
league, head constable Rehman,
said Narayan was taken toa Covid
care centre first and then moved
to Lok Nayak Hospital. “On
Thursday, he was also given
plasma therapy,” said DCP (East)
Jasmeet Singh.

Since the outbreak, Priyanshu
said his family had been worried
sickabout Narayan going on duty;,
and precautions were being fol-
lowed at home: “I kept reading
about frontline workers falling
sick, but my father was on
duty...Employers must take care
of their employees' safety, espe-
cially vulnerable ones like my fa-
ther.”

complacency. Take precautions
and stay safe.”

As per the state health bul-
letin on Saturday the city con-
ducted 5,690 RT-PCR/CB
NAAT/TrueNat tests and 14,819
rapid antigen tests in the last 24
hours. At present, Delhi is test-
ing 48,907 per million popula-
tion and the total number of
tests have touched 9,29,244.

Of the total 15,301 beds ear-
marked for Covid-19 patients,
12,444 beds are lying vacant. A
total of 7,339 patients are avail-
ing treatment under home iso-
lation and over 1,000 patients
are admitted to the Covid health-
care centres.

Speaking to the reporters on
Saturday, Jain also said that only
20% of the beds in the city hos-
pitals are occupied at the mo-
ment.

Rs 10,500 for
plasma at new
bank in Noida

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, JULY 25

THE FIRST plasma bank in Uttar
Pradesh was set up in Noida's
Sector 31 Saturday. The bank was
sanctioned by the government
and will operate from the prem-
ises of Rotary Blood Bank. Officials
said people will have to pay Rs
10,500 to get plasma for their kin.
The price is Rs 4,500 for govern-
ment employees of the region
and will be charged by the hospi-
tal directly. “The cost of plasma
has been waived for pregnant
women and those with BPL
cards,” said Suhas LY, DM Gautam
Budh Nagar.

‘His dream was to ensure
best education for our kids’

Family of civil defence volunteer who died of Covid gets
Rs 1 cr from Delhi govt; son wants to follow in his footsteps

ASHNABUTANI
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

AFTER ARUN Kumar Singh, a48-
year-old civil defence volunteer,
died of Covid onJuly 13, his fam-
ily was worried about crippling
debt because of hospital bills,
and the future of his two chil-
dren —a sonin Class [Xand a
daughter who just cleared Class
XIL

On Saturday evening, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal visited
the family to pay homage to
Singh, and also handed over two
cheques — one to his wife and
another to his father. The total
amount was Rs 1 crore.

“He did and saw many things
in life, but his only unaccom-
plished dream was to educate
his children. The day our daugh-
ter's board results came out, he
passed away... we could noteven
inform him that she passed with
flying colours,” his wife Indu
said.

For the last few months,
Singh had been toiling for hours
everyday, handing over packets
of food along serpentine queues.
On April 20, he worked through
the day, but stayed on through
the evening and single-handedly
managed food at short notice for
over 1,000 labourers stranded at
Sector 25, Dwarka, the project
site of a construction company.

His daughter Anjali (18)said,
“He wanted me to go into civil
services. And Iwant to make that
dream a reality. My plan is to
study B.Sc Agriculture from
Delhi University and then pre-
pare for civil services.”

Indu said that from the com-
pensation received, she wants to
ensure her children are well ed-
ucated, just like their father
hoped. Their son wants to follow
in his father's footsteps and work

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal with the family of
Arun Kumar Singh on Saturday. P11
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in civil defence.

Outside Singh's residence in
Rajapuri, Kejriwal said, “Civil de-
fence volunteers work day in and
day out to help others. Arun was
one of them. Sadly, he contracted
coronavirus while doing his job.
I have spoken to the family and
assured them that we will help
them in any way possible. I told
them not to compromise on the
education of his children.”

After the CM left, the family
recalled how Arun put others
first. His eldest brother,
Sudarshan Singh (60), said, “He
helped anyone he could... For
months, he fed thousands.”

His wife said: “When he
started displaying Covid symp-
toms, he did not come close to
anyone. He was coughing but he
still took the bike alone and went
to the dispensary to get a test
done. Then he got admitted to
the nearest hospital himself
when the test came back on July
5; he did not want to infect any-
one else.”

“When we saw him on a
video call days before his death,
he asked about us and barely
spoke about himself. He was al-
ways there for people, but when
he needed us, none of us could
be physically there for him.”

The active civil defence vol-
unteers attached with the Delhi
government, numbering around
13,000, take home around Rs
18,000 a month. “He was among
our most valuable staffers. He
put in extraordinary efforts.
Singh excelled at any and every
task we entrusted him with. Be
it distribution of food at the
hunger points or work inside
containment zones, he gave his
100 per cent,” Sub-Divisional
Magistrate (Dwarka) Chander
Shekhar had earlier said.
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Applications are invited from general public for booking of Residential Apartments in the Affordable Group Housing Project proposed to be
developed as per terms and conditions of the policy prescribed by the Town & Country Planning Department, Government of Haryana vide
notification no. PF-27/48921 dated 19.08.2013 & amendment thereof (details available at the Department website, ie. tcpharyana.gov.in).

PROJECT DETAILS

([

1. Coloniser/Developer

Signature Infrabuild Private Limited

2. Project Approval

Licence No. 73 of 2019 dated 04.07.2019. Building Plan Approved on 30.09.2019
Memo No. ZP-1339/AD(RA)/2019/24562 Haryana RERA Registered No: 69 of 2019 Dated 14.11.2019

3. Location

Sector 95, Gurugram, Haryana

4. Provisions
Project Area

433 no. of apartments available out of total 738 number of units in the housing scheme spread over 5.1125 acres.
As per Policy, 5% of total apartments are available for management quota and 95% of total apartments are for
public. Community Facilities: One Community Hall of 2000 sq.ft. and One Anganwadi-cum-creche of 2000 sq.ft.

5. Apartment Details, Allotment Rates & Payment Terms

Apartment details

cateaory (e Unit | Safiappros) | sartaporon) | Apariment alnciuive)” | Bookingamount s | ' 2ok
2BHK TYPE -01 114 585.551 83.701 23,84,055 1,19,203 476,811
2BHK TYPE -02 37 594.065 82.151 24,17,336 1,20,867 4,83,467
2BHK TYPE -03 115 594.829 74.401 24,16,517 1,20,826 4,83,303
2BHK TYPE -04 94 592.860 85.703 24,14,292 1,20,715 4,82,858
2BHK TYPE -05 37 586.573 83.055 23,87,820 1,19,391 477,564
3BHK TYPE -06 (MQ) 29 636.206 105.724 25,94,824 1,29,741 5,18,965
2BHK TYPE -07 7 548.889 99.589 22,45,351 1,12,268 4,49,070

(i) Balance 75% of the amount in six equated 6 monthly installment spanning over a period of three years. No interest shall fall due
before the due date of payment. Any default in payment will bear penal interest as provided in Rule 15 of the Haryana Real Estate
Regulatory Authority, Rules, 2017.

6. Parking Two-wheeler parking with each apartment
7. Broad ¢ Flooring: Rooms Vitrified Tiles, Kitchen Vitrified / Ceramic Tiles, Toilet Anti-Skid Ceramic Tiles, Balcony Anti-Skid / Matt Finish
" Specifications Ceramic Tiles, ® Windows: M.S. Sections as per IS Codes / Aluminium Powder Coated / UPVC e Doors Frame: Red Merandi /
fpth Mild Steel/ Aluminium Powder Coated / UPVC e Wall Tile: Ceramic Tiles till 4 Feet/ 7 feet high & Oil Bound Distemper Above.
oApar?ment e Kitchen Counter Top Green Marble / Granite ® Wall: Oil Bond Distemper e Sanitary fitting: ISI marked CP Fittings, W.C &

Washbasin e Electric Fitting: ISI Marked. Structure: RCC Frames Structure designed for SEISMIC forces as per latest IS code
and NBC Recommendations.

8. Applications
Timelines

(i) Applications can be procured & submitted at: Signature Infrabuild Pvt. Ltd., Corp. Office - Ground Floor, Tower A, Signature
Tower, South City -1, Gurugram, Haryana-122001, 0124-4908200 by paying an application form fee of Rs 1,000/- starting from
date 19.07.2020. For more information, call 7053-121-121 (ii) Last Date of submission of Applications is 18.08.2020.

(i) The list of Distribution and Collection centers is available on www.signatureglobal.in

(iv) Application Forms & Facility of applying Online is also available at www.signatureglobal.in.

coloniser concerned.

)

Eligibility: 1. The applicant should not be debarred from entering into legally binding contract under any prevailing law.
2. Any person can apply, however, the PMAY beneficiaries, which include their spouse or dependent children, identified by the Urban Local Bodies Department,
Haryana under “Pradhan Mantri Aawas Yojna-Housing for All” programme shall be granted preference in allotment. First priority shall be given to the identified
beneficiaries of the said town followed by other PMAY beneficiaries of the State of Haryana. Thereafter, for the remaining flats, persons which include their spouse or
dependent children who do not own any flat/plot in any HUDA developed colony/sector or any licenced colony in any of the Urban areas in Haryana, UT of
Chandigarh and NCT Delhi shall be given next preference in allotment of flats.
3. An applicant can make only one application. Any successful applicant under this policy shall not be eligible for allotment of any other flat under this policy in any
other colony. In case, he/she is successful in more than one colony, he/she will have choice of retaining only one flat.
Allotment Criteria: 1. The allotment of apartments shall be done through draw of lots in the presence of a committee consisting of Deputy Commissioner or his
representative (at least of the cadre of Haryana Civil Services), Senior Town Planner (Circle office), DTP of the concerned district and the representative of

2. After fixation of date for draw of lots, an advertisement shall be issued by the Developer informing the applicants about the details regarding date/time and venue of
the draw of lots in the same newspapers in which the original advertisement was issued.

3. For detailed criteria and time-frame to be adopted for scrutiny and allotment, the applicants may also refer to the details in the Affordable Group Housing Policy
2013 vide no. PF-27/48921 dated 19.08.2013 & amendment thereof (available at the Department website, i.e., tcpharyana.gov.in).

@, SIGNATURE @
GLOBAL a&2/7¢

SECTOR-95, GURUGRAM

SIGNATURE INFRABUILD PRIVATE LIMITED | CIN : U70100DL2013PTC247676
Regd. Office: Unit No. 1310 At 13th Floor, Dr. Gopal Das Bhawan, 28 Barakhamba Road, New Delhi - 110001
Corp. Office: Ground Floor, Tower A, Signature Tower, South City -1, Gurugram, Haryana -122001 | www.signatureglobal.in

HOME LOAN PARTNER _ | |ni" |

ICICI Bank
'Home Loans

| EEYUBA | rciciromorinance

AVAILINTEREST SUBSIDY
BENEFITS OF 22,67 LAC
A (APPROX) UNDER PMAY
----- “2L.— (PRADHAN MANTRI
AWAAS YOJANA)

Promoter urges every applicant to inspect the project site and shall not merely rely upon or to be influenced by any architectural impression, plan or sales brochure and
therefore, requested to make personal judgment prior to submitting an application for allotment. The images shown here are indicative of design and for illustration
purposes only. Further, the actual design may vary in fit and finished from the one displayed above. Project details / specifications can also be accessed at the office
of Haryana Real Estate Regulatory Authority website https://haryanarera.gov.in/. Journey time shown, if any, is based upon google maps which may vary as per traffic
at relevant point of time. *Rate mentioned above does not include GST and other statutory charges, if applicable, T & C Apply. 1Sq. mt = 10.7639 sq. ft. **The subsidy
differs as per the eligiblity of the client's profile and the loan amount. This is the max amount of subsidy that a client can receive and the same goes with the loan
amount too for availing the subsidy. Please note that the loan can be sanctioned more than 12 lacs but subsidy can be availed only till 12 lacs of loan amount.

O 7053-121-121

New Delhi
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VEHICLE TRACED, NO ARREST MADE SO FAR

SUV hits 16-year-old, driver gets
out, sees victim and flees the spot

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI,JULY 25

DRAGGING HIS cousin’s scooter
along the side of the road, a 16-
year-old boy was mowed down
by a speeding Audi SUV, with the
driver getting out of the car, but
then fleeing in the vehicle de-
spite seeing the teen on the
verge of death. He is yet to be
traced. The incident took place
in Rohini’s Sector 23 around 11
pm Wednesday.

According to police, the
scooter toppled and crashed into
the road divider, with the victim,

— BRIEFLY —

ACP killedin
hit-and-run

New Delhi: A senior Delhi
Traffic Police personnel,
ACP Sanket Kaushik, who
was on duty near Rajokri
Flyover in Southwest
Delhi, died after a vehicle
rammed into him around
745 pm on Saturday. ACP
Kaushik (58) was man-
ning traffic at the Rajokri
flyover, confirmed DCP
(Southwest) Devender
Arya. He was in the serv-
ice lane when the inci-
dent took place. So far, it
appears to be a case of
hit-and-run, police said,
adding that nobody has
been arrested so far.
Kaushik was rushed to
the All India Institute Of
Medical Sciences, where
he was declared dead on
arrival.

Man held for
impersonating

Army officer

New Delhi: A 23-year-old
man was arrested for al-
legedly posing as an
Indian Army officer to
evade arrest, police said
Saturday. Suraj Tiwari,
who was caughtina case
of violence and wrongful
restraint, allegedly
showed afakeID and said
thathe wasaMajorinthe
Army and was posted at
Delhi Cantt. “The ID card
didn’t look genuine. It
looked like it was made
onsome cheap paper.The
10 questioned Tiwari and
he confessed that the ID
was fake,” said an officer.

Child dies
after father
flings her

during quarrel

Noida: A28-year-old man
has been arrested for al-
legedly flinging his two-
year-old daughter during
aquarrel with his wife, re-
sulting in her death. Police
said theincident occurred
at J] Colony in Noida’s
Sector 22 on Friday. The
accused has been sent to
judicial custody and an
FIR has been registered
under Section 302 (mur-
der) at Sector 24 Police
Station. ENS

Ajar Mehra, suffering severe
head injuries.

In his complaint to the police,
Mehra’s cousin Harshit (22), a
software engineer, said the man
driving the vehicle “stopped his
car for a moment and stepped
out, and then went back inside
and sped away from the spot”.

Mehra was rushed to a
nearby hospital, where he was
declared dead on arrival.

“We went out to roam
around and were on our way
back when the scooter broke
down. I told him to drag the
scooter to our society’s main
gate.I was walking near the road

-
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Police said the vehicle was
seized Saturday night

B

A LONG SHIFT

Health workers collect samples in a mobile testing van near GB Pant hospital. Praveen Khanna

divider, while he was holding the
scooter’s handle. I looked back
and saw the Audi. The driver was
speeding and driving rashly.I got
scared and jumped on the di-
vider to save myself, but the car
hit the scooter and my cousin
sustained severe injuries,” said
Harshit in his complaint. Mehra
lived with Harshit’s family in
Begumpur. His father died a few
years ago and his mother lives
with her sister’s family.

A district crime team was
sent to the spot, and they found
the Audi’s logo and the number
plate on the ground. Police said
it fell off the car during the acci-

dent. A case has been registered
under IPC sections 279 (rash
driving) and 304 A (death by
negligence)against the accused,
who is yet to be identified.

Police said the car, an Audi
Q5, was registered under the
name of a Telangana-based con-
struction company. DCP (Rohini)
PK Mishra said, “During investi-
gation, it came to light that the
carwas sold to someone else. We
are scanning CCTV cameras near
the spot.”

Police said the vehicle was
seized late Saturday night,
though the driver is yet to be ar-
rested.
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Woman abandoned
by family finds an
unlikely new home

SOURAVROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

THE STORY of an elderly woman,
clutching on to a packet of bis-
cuit and a cloth bag, as she
waited to catch a ‘shramik spe-
cial’ to Delhi from Mumbai’s
Bandra railway station, had
moved many in early June.

Abandoned by her son,
Leelavati Devi, 70, was among
thousands stranded across India
ascities and towns were brought
toahaltto contain the pandemic.

Almost two months on, she
has found a home in Delhi’s
North Avenue, just metres from
the Rashtrapati Bhavan, after be-
ing taken in by an unlikely bene-
factor — AAP’s Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh.

“She will be with us from
now on. This will be her perma-
nent home,” Singh, flanked by
his wife Anita Devi, told The
Indian Express last month.

After returning, Devi had
tested positive for Covid and spent
two weeks at the Rajiv Gandhi
Super Speciality hospital, Singh
said. A Delhi family initially took
her in, but could not keep her for
unspecified reasons, following
which Singh decided toadopt her.

“The entire episode shows
the erosion in moral values and
human values in our society. And
that worries me,” Singh said.

Devi said she moved to

STUDENTS’ UNION OPPOSES MOVE

St Stephen’s to charge Rs 100 per day from hostelers yet to vacate rooms

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

ST STEPHEN'S College issued a
notice on Saturday saying it will
charge Rs 100 per day from stu-
dents who have their belongings
in hostel rooms and are “unable
tovacate” them. The charges will
be levied from August 7.
Residence charges, including
roomrent, were last paid by stu-
dents in March this year.

The Students’ Union Society
(SUS) has written to the princi-

pal asking for the decision to be
revoked, arguing that most stu-
dents had returned to their
hometowns and would have to
risk their health by travelling dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic, and
not being able to do so would add
financial strain on their families.

The notice signed by
Associate Dean (Residence)
Chinkhanlun Guite on Monday
said, “Considering the ongoing
pandemic, and the many re-
quests submitted by the resident
junior members, students who
are unable to vacate their rooms

Sanjay Singh, his wife Anita
Devi, and Leelavati Devi

Mumbai before the lockdown to
look after her eldest son, an auto
driver, who was unwell. “He
stays with his wife and children.
Over time, his health improved.
When I was no longer needed, I
was thrown out," she said.

Her two other sons live in
Delhi. “My travails started after my
husband passed away. My chil-
dren think I am mentally unwell.
No one wants to keep me.”

She said only her elder
daughter has met her so far: “She
told me I look unwell, I told her
not to worry.”

At his official residence in
North Avenue, Singh stays with
his wife, two children and his
parents. “Leelavati mostly spends
time chatting with the family.
Her elder daughter did reach out
afew times; no one else has. How
can we send her back to people
whoill-treated her? Sheis a part
of the family now,” said Ajit Tyagi,
aclose aide of the AAP leader.

will be allowed to retain their
rooms with a modest room rent
charge of Rs 100 per day starting
from August 7.”

“Resident junior members are
also notified that,ifand when the
government gives permission to
reopen the residence facilities, all
belongings and luggage will be
moved aweek prior to the date of
residence reopening to facilitate
necessary cleaning and renova-
tions. On such an occasion, the
college will not be responsible for
loss or damages,” it said.

The lockdown due to Covid-

No vaccine for loss
of education: Sisodia
to parents, teachers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

DEPUTY CHIEF Minister Manish
Sisodia interacted with parents
and teachers of two Delhi gov-
ernment schools on Saturday for
feedback on what he termed the
“semi-online” mode of educa-
tion currently in place.

He said, “Other losses caused
by the lockdown will be com-
pensated, but the loss of educa-
tion s irreparable, which is why
classes with the support of tech-
nology are the need of the hour.”

Sisodia also said, “Soon there
will be a vaccine to cure corona,
but there cannot be a vaccine for
the loss of education.”

He asked parents to give their
feedback on the ongoing technol-
ogy-supported teaching-learning
activities and also sought sugges-
tions to improve online educa-
tion. He also suggested that PTMs
be held online as well. The inter-
action was held at Sarvodaya
Kanya Vidyalaya Prashant Vihar
and GBSSS/GGSSS Pitampura.

Teachers of SKV Prashant
Vihar said 96 per cent students
of the school were enrolled in
online classes and attempts
were being made to contact the
remaining children.

As per Delhi government’s
new education model, “Children
up to class 10 are given work-
sheets every week through

Sisodia at the interaction

WhatsApp and children whose
parents do not have smart-
phones are invited to the school
to collect printout of the weekly
worksheets.” For class 12 stu-
dents live online classes are con-
ducted by teachersin 12 subjects.

“There was a time when ac-
cess toeducation was based onre-
ligionand caste and later on finan-
cial status.It created adivide in the
society,” said Sisodia.

“We bridged that by rebuild-
ing our government schools
with world-class facilities. But
now, a new divide should not be
created among those who have
access to digital devices and
those who do not. That is why
we have adopted a semi-online
approach,” he added.

“We did not think that we too
would provide education
through social media. But today,
under compulsion, we launched
this experiment, which has sig-
nificantly reduced educational
loss,” he said.

St. Stephen’s will levy the new charges from August 7. Archive

Beautification work in progress at Chandni Chowk on Friday. Praveen Khanna

What Chandni Chowk will
look like by November

Atleast 175 red sandstone planters, row of bollards, will
be placed to mimic Mughal architectural aesthetic; both
sides of the stretch will be lined with 250 Moulsari trees

SOMYALAKHANI
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

A 1.3-KM stretch between the
Red Fort and the Fatehpuri
Masjid is being turned into a car-
free zone, and beautified keep-
ing the Mughal-era architectural
style in mind. The mesh of over-
head wires has gone under-
ground, fire hydrants are being
set up, red sandstone seats being
placed, and toilets being built. At
least 175 red sandstone planters,
along with a row of bollards, will
be placed to mimic the Mughal
architectural aesthetic, and both
sides of the stretch will be lined
with 250 Moulsari trees.

LED street lighting is also a
part of the plan. The Delhi Jal
Board has done rehabilitation
work of the ancient sewer line
that runs underground. The
stretch will be accessible to the
differently-abled as well. Non-
motorised vehicles such as rick-
shaws will ply on the stretch, and
by November, it will be open to
the public, said Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Thursday as
he inspected the project site,
along with Urban Development
Minister Satyendar Jain. As of
now, beautification of a400-me-
tre stretch of the 1.3-km is com-
plete, but work by DJB and BSES
is being finished.

For how long has the
redevelopment project been
in the works?

Sixteen years, to be precise.
The idea of the ambitious re-
vamp of Chandni ChowK first
came up in 2004. In 2008, the
then Chief Minister of Delhi,
Sheila Dikshit, set up the
Shahjahanabad Redevelopment
Corporation (SRDC) but the plan
did not take off till 2018 — when
Delhi’s Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia launched the project. It

was a tough project as there are
many stakeholders — traders,
trader unions, residents, heads
of religious structures on the
stretch, and the Delhi Urban Arts
Commission.

In 2017, veteran architect
Pradeep Sachdeva, who spe-
cialises in streets, joined the proj-
ect as chief architect. In August
2019, a 12-metre stretch of the
entire 1.3 km was readied as a
sample in front of the Central
Baptist Church. At the time,
Sachdeva told The Indian Express,
“What do the Mall Road in
Shimla, MG Road in Gangtok or
the area near the Golden Temple
in Amritsar have in common?
They are car-free zones. I think
this is the mostimportant aspect
of the redevelopment of
Chandni Chowk.”

While explaining the blue-
print, Sachdeva had said that
there will be a 5.4-metre-wide
footpath, next to it a 5.5-metre-
wide carriageway for cycle rick-
shaws, followed by a 3.5-metre-
wide central verge with planters
and bollards. Next to this will be
the second 5.5-metre-wide car-
riageway and then a 5.4-metre-
wide footpath. He had said the
lane meant for rickshaws can
also be used for emergency ve-
hicles such as ambulances and
fire tenders. Sachdeva — who is
credited for building Dilli Haat
and the Garden of Five Senses —
passed away May-end at the age
of 63.

The project was supposed to
be open to the public by March
2020 but it was delayed due to
the lockdown in the wake of
Covid-19.

What are the challenges that
the project has faced since
2018?

When the idea that the
stretch will be a car-free zone
was floated, the main concern of

traders was loading and off-
loading of goods. This issue was
solved and it was decided that
the stretch will be a non-mo-
torised zone from 9 am to 9 pm
only. Post 9 pm, loading and off-
loading of goods in motorised
vehicles is allowed.

Anotherissue that was raised
by traders was that if vehicles
aren’tallowed, the footfall might
suffer, and parking might be an
issue. This too was resolved and
the North MCD is building a
multi-level parking facility at
Chandni Chowk’s Gandhi
Maidan to accommodate over
2,300 cars. It will have eight
floors and three underground
levels.

In 2019, another problem
emerged when DUAC objected
to the placement of the 19 trans-
formers on the central verge as
itwould ruin the view. Meetings
with BSES, SRDC, DUAC and
Sachdeva were held to resolve
the matter.

What is the story of Chandni
Chowk?

Chandni Chowk or ‘Moonlit
Square’ was built in the 17th
Century by Mughal emperor
Shah Jahan’s daughter Jahanara
Begum. In front of the Bibi ka
Serai in Shahjahanabad was a
water tank, surrounded by
buildings, and on moonlit nights,
the buildings would get illumi-
nated as the moonlight reflected
on them from the tank — and so
the name Chandni Chowk
emerged.

It'sinteresting to note that till
before 1857, it was always men-
tioned asa “square,” including in
Mirza Sangin Beg’s Sair-ul-
Manazil, written in the 1820s,
and in Asar-us-Sanadid written
by scholar reformist Syed Ahmed
Khan in 1847. After the Revolt of
1857, Chandni Chowk finds men-
tioninamap as a “street.”

FIR against JNU student after
complaint of post critical of Army

New Delhi: Delhi Police has reg-
istered an FIR against a student
of Jawaharlal Nehru University
for allegedly posting an offensive
comment against the Army.

Police said a social worker,
Tajinder Yadav, had filed an FIR
at Kapashera police station on
July 8 claiming the JNU student
had tweeted that the Indian
Army operation against terror-
ists in Kashmir was “wrong and
against the country”.

19 began soon after the onset of
mid-semester break,and asare-
sult, many students who had
gone back home for vacation re-
mained stuck there, with their
belongings still in college.

The college has been charg-
ing around Rs 1,400 per month
as room rent, which students
paid till March, when the lock-
down was declared. With stu-
dents being asked to pay Rs 100
per day, they will end up paying
between Rs 3,000 and Rs 3,100.

On June 23, the Dean’s office
had issued a notice saying “all

New Delhi

“He also linked this to the RSS
and termed the outfit anti-na-
tional. This is an insult to the
Indian Army and the RSS,” the
complainant alleged.

An FIR has been registered
against the student under IPC
section 504 (intentional insult
with intent to provoke breach of
the peace)and section 153 (per-
sons who indulge in wanton vil-
ification or attacks upon the reli-
gion, race, place of birth,

resident students are required to
vacate their rooms and remove
their belongings from college
residence within five days begin-
ning from June 29”.

However, students said of the
roughly 300 residents, less than
20 could vacate their rooms last
month. “l am in Kolkata. Had
come to clear my belongings
that time, | would have had to
first be quarantined in Delhiand
then again when I got back
home. Also, it would require me
to book flight tickets at exorbi-
tant prices on such short notice.

residence, language). DCP
(Southwest) Devender Arya said,
"Further investigations are on."

The student is currently pur-
suing his PhD from the Centre for
Social Medicine and Community
Health. He is also the national
president of the Campus Front of
India (CFI), the student wing of
the Popular Front of India.

In a statement, the CFI said
the FIR was a "ploy to stifle dis-
sent".ENS

Most students don’t even have
local guardians to collect belong-
ings in just an hour. The Rs 100
per day fee is not at all modest.
We are usually charged Rs 1,400
per month as room rent. This
would amount to more than
double,” he said.

When contacted, Associate
Dean (Residence) Chinkhanlun
Guite said he did not want to
comment. Dean (Residence)
Monodeep Daniel asked for
queries to be addressed to princi-
pal John Varghese. The principal
did notrespond to calls and texts.
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Remembering our Bravehearts

Kargil Diwas is celebrated every year on July 26 to mark India’s victory against Pakistan's misadventure

in 1998-99 and commemorate the gallant Indian soldiers who laid down their lives

N JULY 26 every year, India cel-

ebrates 'Kargil Diwas' to com-

memorate its brave soldiers

who laid down their lives in
the quest for victory against Pakistan
during the famous Operation Vijay in
1999. This date has a remarkable place
in Indian military history, and this is pre-
cisely why the event is observed across
the country with great fervour.

To go back in time, it is worth recalling
how tension between India and Pak-
istan started to escalate and finally led to
the 'Kargil War'. Relations between the
neighbouring countries had worsened
after the two successfully tested nuclear
weapons in 1998.To resolve the ongoing
stalemate, both the countries signed the
Lahore agreement of 1999, promising
to hammer out a peaceful and bilateral
solution to the Kashmir conflict.

However, during the winter of 1998,
Pakistani troops, in the guise of mili-
tants, had begun infiltrating into the In-
dian side of the Line of Control (LoC) as
part of Operation Badr, hoping to cut off
Indian troops in Siachen and force them
to retreat. On May 3, 1999, these Pak-
istani intruders in Kargil were spotted
by local shepherds. However, by that
time, the Pakistani troops had managed
to capture a region spread over 130-
200 square kilometres.

As per reports, “The aim of the Pak-
istani incursion was to sever the link be-
tween Kashmirand Ladakh and cause
Indian forces to withdraw from the
Siachen Glacier, thus forcing India to ne-
gotiate a settlement of the broader
Kashmir dispute. Pakistan also believed

that any tension in the region would in-
ternationalise the Kashmir issue, help-
ing it to secure a speedy resolution.”
As soon as the Indian armed forces
realised the scale of the attack and
found more intrusions elsewhere on the
LOC, the Government of India launched
Operation Vijay. The famous Operation
Vijay saw the mobilisation of about
2,00,000 Indian troops to recapture all
the previously lost posts and force the
Pakistani troops to retreat.
Subsequently,  Operation Safed
Sagar was launched by the Indian Air
Force on May 26 to help the Indian
Army achieve the objective. With the
Army and IAF already in operation, the
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THIS SAGA OF
SUPREME SACRIFICE
ON THE PART OF OUR
ARMED FORCES WILL
FOREVER REMAIN
ETCHED IN OUR
MEMORIES

Indian Navy strategically mounted pres-
sure on Pakistan through Operation
Talwar, which included aggressive pa-
trolling off the Pakistani coasts.

“Kargil was a unique instance of two

nuclear-capable powers facing off in
conventional warfare. Not anticipating
such afierce retaliation from India, Pak-
istan moved America to seek help in de-
escalating the border tensions. The then
US President Bill Clinton, however, re-
fused to intervene until Pakistan with-
drew its forces from the Indian side of
the LOC.”

On July 26 in 1999, “the Kargil War
between India and Pakistan came to an
end after the Indian soldiers recaptured
the mountain heights successfully,
which had been taken over by the Pak-
istani intruders. It is believed that Pak-
istan had started planning the attack a
year in advance. More so, Nawaz Sharif

in the line of duty

had claimed that he had no knowledge
of the attack till he got a call from Atal
BihariVajpayee.”

As per reports, “More than 520 In-
dian soldiers sacrificed their lives dur-
ing one of the toughest wars fought
against Pakistan at Kargil, Drass and
Batalik sectors of Jammu and Kashmir
state.” After the war, July 26 was de-
clared ‘Kargil Diwas' in memory of the
fallen Indian soldiers. Another remark-
able achievement for India was that
while its Armed Forces fought the war
with aggression, the same did not esca-
late into a nuclear conflict. This feat has
been acclaimed the world over and
goes to show the grit and endurance of
our Armed Forces.

This saga of supreme sacrifice on the
part of our Armed Forces will forever re-
main etched in our memories. On this
day, several programmes are organised
by the Central Government and various
state governments to pay homage to
the brave servicemen of the armed
forces who laid down their lives in the
line of duty. The family members of the
martyrs are felicitated on the occasion.

The celebrations on ‘Kargil Diwas' in-
clude a pipe band and brass band dis-
play which is followed by a beating re-
treat ceremony. The army holds a
memorial service at the Kargil War
Memorial which is followed by lighting
of lamps and a wreath-laying ceremony.
The day is celebrated with great enthu-
siasm and zeal by military personnel in
the Drass-Kargil sector and at Amar
Jawan Jyoti, India Gate, in the National
Capital.

Read. Engage. Deliver.
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ON THE occasion of Kargil Vijay Divas, India salutes it's
defenders, our armed forces. Atmanirbhar Bharat is the
logical next step in the same direction, working towards
economic freedom. The defence forces' action on Kargil has
been an inspiring saga of dedication and love for the nation. We
commemorate the valour shown by our warriors. We salute and
pay tribute to all brave-hearts, Martyrs for the Nation, and
pledge to take forward the dream with Atmanirbhar Bharat as
our next goal. Jai Hind!
Dr. Niranjan Hiranandani,
President (National) NAREDCO and Assocham
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UP: Kanpur
SSP among 15
IPS officers
transferred

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JULY 25

THE UP government on Saturday
transferred 15 IPS officers, includ-
ing Kanpur SSP Dinesh Kumar P.

The reshuffle comes atatime
when Opposition parties have
derided the state government for
“deteriorating” law and order.

Dinesh Kumar P has been
made the Jhansi SSPand replaced
by Aligarh Range DIG Preetinder
Singh. Amethi SP Khyati Garg has
beenmade the Lucknow DCP,and
will be replaced in Amethi by
Dinesh Singh, who was the
Lucknow DCP. Chitrakoot DIG
Deepak Kumar has been made
DIG of Ayodhya, replacing Ashish
Tiwari, who is now the Jhansi SP
(Railways).

Satya Narayan, who was on a
waiting list after returning from
deputation, has been made
Inspector General (IG) of
Chitrakoot Dham while Ashutosh
Kumar, whowasIG of Basti, is now
the newIG of PACheadquartersin
Lucknow. DeepakRatan, IG of traf-
fic, has been made IG of Aligarh
range while SP, Economic Offences
Wing, Satendra Kumar is now the
new SP of Lakhimpur Kheri.

Commandant, State Disaster
Response Fund (Lucknow),
Yashveer Singh has replaced
Jalaun SPSatish Kumar. Jhansi SSP
D Pradeep Kumar hasbeen asked
to join as SP of EOW (Varanasi)
while Lakhimpur Kheri SP
Poonam will take charge as the
new Commandant of 15 Battalion
PAC, Agra.

RISE IN DEMAND FOR UNSKILLED WORK DURING PANDEMIC

12 dists go past whole year’s NREGA
work generation budgetin 4 months

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI,JULY 25

AT LEAST 12 districts have ex-
ceeded their annual job creation
targets by generating substantially
higher numbers of person-days’
workbetween April 1and July 21,
going over their projected figure
for the entire financial year. This
shows a rise in demand for un-
skilled work under MGNREGA in
the wake of the Covid-19
pandemic.

From coastal areas to hinter-
lands, and from agricultural re-
gions to industrial belt, these dis-
tricts are spread across four states.
Barring Mirzapur, in Uttar
Pradesh, none of these districts is
included in the official govern-
ment list of 116 districts that re-
ceived most returning migrant
workers during the lockdown,
and where the government had
launched the Prime Minister
Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan on
June 20.

Ananalysis of MGNREGA data
of 693 districts shows at least 12
districts have generated signifi-
cantly higher person-days until
July 21 in the ongoing financial
year than their projected figure for
the entire fiscal. These districts
are: Vizianagaram (Andhra
Pradesh); Bhavnagar, Dahod and
Gir  Somnath  (Gujarat);
Wanaparthy, Karimnagar, Yadadri
Bhuvanagiri, Warangal (Urban)
and Medchal (Telangana); and

BTP chief starts
campaign to support
‘Pathalgadi workers’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
VADODARA, JULY 25

BHARATIYA TRIBAL Party (BTP)
supremo and Gujarat MLA from
Jhagadia Assembly Constituency
in Bharuch district, Chhotu
Vasava, has started a campaign
to support the three alleged
‘Pathalgadi movement’ workers
from Jharkhand arrested by the
Anti-Terrorist Squad. The ATS
had arrested Samu Oreya and
Birsa Oreya from Khunti district
of Jharkhand, from Vyara in Tapi
district and Babita Kachhap of
Ranchi in Jharkhand from
Mabhisagar district on Friday.

They were booked under
Indian Penal Code Sections 124A
(sedition), 153A (promoting en-
mity between groups), 120B
(criminal conspiracy) and 121A
(conspiracy to commit offence).

Late Saturday night, Vasava,on
his official Twitter handle, started
acampaign to support Kachhap.

Earlier on Saturday, Vasava
putoutaseries of tweets with the
hashtag “Naxali ki paribhasha
batao” (Tell us the definition of
naxalites), stating, “Those who
have raised afinger at a daughter
of a tribal and called her a nax-
alite, must also tell us what is the
definition of Naxalites.”

When contacted, Vasava ex-
plained that the campaign was
against “all those governments that
have” violated the Constitution for
destroying tribal communities in
the name of Naxalism. But none of
the governments have defined

Chhotu Vasava

whatNaxalismis. Let the Congress
and BJP leaders not take this dis-
cussion onadifferent tangent. We
want a definition of the term,” he
said,adding that the governments
were using the law against those
who were fighting for the rights of
the tribal communities and seek-
ing the implementation of the
Schedule V of the Constitution
along with the Panchayats
(Extension to the Scheduled Areas
(PESA)Act.

Vasava, who, along with his
son, abstained from voting in the
Gujarat Rajya Sabha polls in June,
seeking an undertaking from the
BJP and the Congress about the
implementation of the two provi-
sions, has also announced a
‘Pathalgadi movement’ in the
state earlier in June. The an-
nouncement had come after the
Sardar Sarovar Narmada Nigam
Ltd (SSNNL) began fencing lands
of the tribal villages, which it had
acquired in 1961 for the construc-
tion of the Narmada Dam. The
fencing had resulted in much ten-
sion and violent clashes with the
police providing protection to
SSNNL officials.

Mirzapur, Bulandshahr and
Hathras (Uttar Pradesh)

Bhavnagar, for instance, has
generated 18.15 lakh person-days,
86 per cent more than 9.76 lakh
days planned for the entire finan-
cial year in the district’s labour
budget. Similarly, other districts
also exceeded the planned person-
days figure by asignificant margin
in less than four months of the
2020-21 financial year: Medchal
(56.49%), Bulandshahr (56.18%),
Dahod (16.32%), Karimnagar
(10.20%)and Gir Somnath (10.04%)
[see chart for details].

Among the other six districts,
Wanaparthy in Telangana had
projected 24,11,780 person-days
forthe whole 0f2020-21 and gen-
erated 26,14,470 by July 21, shoot-
ing past the target by 8.40%);
Mirzapur in UP (projection
36,74,608; generation 38,34,536;
overshot by 4.35%); Yadadri
Bhuvanagiri (Telangana; projec-
tion 20,57,647; generation
21,42,991; overshot by 4.15%);
Warangal-Urban (Telangana; pro-
jection 8,89,067; generation
9,25,244; overshot by 4.07%);
Vizianagaram (Andhra Pradesh;
projection 2,11,33,854; generation
2,19,81,966; overshot by 4.01%);
and Hathras in UP (projection
9,50,000 person-days; generation
9,65,921; and overshot by 1.68%).

Hathras district magistrate
Praveen Kumar Laxkar told The
Sunday Express over the phone:
“Our district has a population of
19.5 lakh and we used to have an
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A man works under MGNREGA scheme in Kolkata. P17

Bhavnagar
(Guijarat) 86.01

TOP 6 DISTS THAT OVERSHOT PROJECTION
I 076168

M Projected
person-days

18,15,766 exceeded by %

M Person-days

Medchal 51,578 work projected
(Telangana) 80,713 for2020-21
Person-days
Bulandshahr I 2,55,644 work generated
(Uttar Pradesh) 3,99,269 until July 21,2020
Dahod 47,94,665
(Gujarat)
Karimnagar - 17,07.458
(Telangana) 18.81.660
Gir Somnath 565,747 Source: Rural
(Gujarat) Development
6,22,556 Ministry data

annual labour budget of about 8
lakh person-days. In normal
times, that was sufficient, as a lot
of people from the district used to
go towork in Delhi and Noida.”

But this year, he said, most of
those people have returned home
following the coronavirus out-
break. “Sowe have seenahigh de-
mand for work under NREGA,”

HoUSE MEETS UNDER TREE

Puducherry CM V Narayanasamy with Speaker Sivakozhundu and other leaders on the
Assembly premises on Saturday. The House held its Budget session under a neem tree as the
main hall was shut for sanitisation following opposition AINRC MLA N S] Jayabal testing
positive for the virus and being hospitalised. The House was adjourned sine die after
approving budgetary allocations to the tune of Rs 9,000 crore without discussion. P11

Kashmiri saffron gets GI tag

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 25

THE FAMED saffron grown in
Kashmir Valley has received the
Centre’s Geographical Indication
tag, a Jammu and Kashmir offi-
cial said Saturday.

The certification essentially
denotes that a product comes
froma specificareaand possesses
certain distinguishing qualities
due to the geographical origin.

Gl certification will help put

an end to adulteration of
Kashmiri saffron and the au-
thenticated product will fetch
better prices, said Navin K
Choudhary, Principal Secretary
of the Agriculture Production
Department.

He said the saffron produced
inthe Valleyis the only oneinthe
world to be grown at an altitude
of 1,600 metres. This gives it
defining characteristics —alonger
and thicker stigma, a natural
deep-red colour, strong aroma,
and bitter flavor — that differenti-

ate it from other varieties.

Lieutenant-Governor G C
Murmu said this was the “first
major step” to put Kashmir saf-
fron on the world map. “With GI
tag, Kashmir saffron will acquire
more prominence in the export
market and it would help farm-
ers get the best remunerative
price.” This measure, and as well
as the expected completion and
inauguration of a Spice Park in
Pampore next month, will be a
game changer for Kashmir saf-
fron, he added.

Can use hybrid systems to supplement open

court hearings in future:

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 25

INAUGURATING THE country’s
first e-Governance Centre at the
district court in Nashik through
avideo-conference on Saturday;,
Justice DY Chandrachud, senior
judge of the Supreme Court and
chairman of its e-Committee,
said that the setting up of virtual
courts during the lockdown en-
sured access to justice with as
many as 18 lakh pleas filed across
India between March and July.
In his inaugural address, also
attended virtually by Bombay
High Court Chief Justice Dipankar
Datta and other members of the
judiciary, Justice Chandrachud

said, “Over 18 lakh cases were
filed across India during Covid-
19 period. As a result of virtual
courts, which were putinto place
all over the country, we have
avoided a shutdown. We have
prevented access to justice being
locked down during the period
of the crisis. Our courts are open
and able to function and we have
been enabled to prevent an out-
break of infection in the court
system and beyond.”

Various services have been
provided to litigants and lawyers
under the e-courts project.

However, Justice
Chandrachud said virtual courts
set up under exceptional circum-
stances are not here to stay and
physical courts would gradually

‘Over 18 lakh pleas filed
during lockdown’

start functioning again once nor-
malcy returns.

“The joy, confidence and
power of the open court hear-
ings can never be replaced. But
technology has given us some

insight on how in the future, we
can combine hybrid systems us-
ing technology, where open
court hearings can be supple-
mented. These are intended to
be special measures set up un-
der very very exceptional cir-
cumstances and gradually we
will go back to physical court
hearings guided by public health
experts,” he said, adding that e-
Seva Kendras or e-Governance
Centres will be set up in all dis-
tricts, covering lawyers at taluka
and other subordinate courts.
The SCjudge said that during
the lockdown between March
24 and July 24, a total of
18,03,327 cases were registered
across India, of which 7,90,112
were disposed of. He said 61,986

Justice Chandrachud

of the total 2,22,431 cases filed
in district courts across
Maharashtra have been dis-
posed of despite the shadow of
the pandemic.

“Virtual court system has put
all lawyers on an even platform,
especially junior lawyers who
get recognised by judges,”
he said.

Referring to representations
made by lawyers of the High
Courtseeking a hybrid systemin
the court’s functioning, Chief
Justice Datta said that most of
the High Courts had to suspend
physical functioning due to the
outbreak after resuming the
same. “Drawing from their expe-
riences, any knee-jerk reaction
should be avoided,” he said.

Laxkar said.

“Tomeet the high demand we
have focused on NREGA conver-
gence with other schemes. We are
effectively monitoring implemen-
tation of the scheme to ensure
that at least one or two (types of)
work remains open across474 vil-
lage panchayats of the district,”
he said.

Overall, 693 districts have gen-
erated 145.10 crore person-days
until July 21 during the current fi-
nancial year, against their pro-
jected person-day figure of 280.71
crore by the end of March 2021.

The demand for unskilled
work under MGNREGA during the
current financial year hasreached
anew high. Until July 21, over 68
lakh new job cards have been
added under the rural job guaran-
tee scheme during the current fi-
nancial year, which is more than
the 63.85 lakh new job cards
added inthe entire previous fiscal.

So far, over 5.13 crore house-
holds and more than 725 crorein-
dividuals have availed MGNREGA,
the datashow. Over 3 lakh house-
holds have completed their 100
days of work till date in the cur-
rent financial year.

Itis expected that the number
of districts exceeding their annual
labour budget target may be dou-
bled by the end of this month.

However, MGNREGA is a de-
mand-driven program and the
government has to provide a
budget if there is demand for
the work.

Jairam Ramesh, Prakash
Javadekar

Strongly
object to EIA
draft: Jairam
to Javadekar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

FORMER ENVIRONMENT minis-
ter Jairam Ramesh on Saturday
wrote to Union Minister
Environment, Forests and
Climate Change Prakash
Javadekar, “strongly objecting”
to the proposed Environment
Impact Assessment Draft 2020.

The Ministry has called for
suggestions and objections by
August 10, after which the draft
isto be notified. The EIAis a study
carried out before the implemen-
tation of a proposed project or
development to assess itsimpact
on the environment.

Ramesh said that as the
Chairman of the Standing
Committee on Science and
Technology, Environment, Forests
and Climate Change, "it is my
duty to place on record my
strongest objections” and that the
draftreflects “amindset that sees
environmental regulation as un-
necessary regulatory burdenand
notasan essential obligation” for
the “health and welfare of our
people and for ensuring develop-
ment that is sustainable”.

In search of MLA,
Rajasthan SOG seeks
CCTYV footage,

guest list from hotel

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAIPUR, JULY 25

IN THEIR search for MLA
Bhanwarlal Sharma, who has
been accused of attempting to
topple the Congress government
in the state, the Special
Operations Group of Rajasthan
Police has sought CCTV footage
and the guest list from a Manesar
hotel to trace the legislator.

The SOG has registered an FIR
against Bhanwarlal Sharma,
Gajendra Singh and one Sanjay
Jain on the basis of a complaint
lodged by Congress Chief Whip
Mahesh Joshi, who had submit-
ted audio clips as evidence of
them allegedly plotting to bring
down the Ashok Gehlot govern-
ment in the state.

“We sent the requisition a
couple of days ago to the hotel
but there has been no response
so far. We have asked for CCTV
footage and details of guests list,”
a senior official of SOG said here
on Saturday.

Days ago, the Special
Operations Group (SOG) was
sent to the hotel in BJP-ruled
Haryana’s Manesar to seek the
dissident MLA’s version in con-
nection with an FIR lodged over
the audio clips.

The team was stopped out-
side the hotel for about an hour
by Haryana policemen. The
Rajasthan police were let in later,
but told at the reception that the

MUMBAI

Bhanwarlal Sharma has
been accused of trying to
topple the Congress govt

MLA was not staying there, and
they returned, the unit’s
Additional Director General
Ashok Rathore had said.

The Congress had cited two
audio clips on social media and
demanded the arrest of Union
minister Gajendra Shekhawat,
alleging that he was heard dur-
ing a conversation about a plot
to bring down the Congress gov-
ernment in the state.

In an FIR lodged with the
Rajasthan Police, the party had
also alleged that Bhanwarlal
Sharma was heard in the audio
clip. The complaint by Congress
chief whip Mahesh Joshi men-
tioned “Gajendra Singh” but
stopped short of identifying him
as the Union minister.

Shekhawat and Bhanwarlal
Sharma have rejected the allega-
tions. Sanjay Jain, the third man
mentioned in the audio clips, has
been arrested.

Link road project likely
to be hit by new rules
to keep Chinese out

LAXMAN SINGH
MUMBAI, JULY 25

THE AMBITIOUS multi-crore
Goregaon-Mulund Link Road
(GMLR)is likely to be the first big
ticket infrastructure project that
will be affected by the new rules
brought in by the Centre to keep
Chinese firms out.

Civic officials said that follow-
ing the recent restriction im-
posed by the Finance Ministry on
procurement of goods and serv-
ices from bidders of countries
that share a land border with
India, the BMC will make
changes in the global Request for
Qualification (RFQ) of GMLR
project, which currently allows
any firm to participate in tenders.

According to civic officials as-
sociated with the project, on
Thursday, the Finance Ministry
made amendments to General
Financial Rules (GFR),2017,under
which bidders fromborder coun-
tries will be eligible only if they are
registered with the Registration
Committee constituted by the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade. Also,
political and security clearance
from the External Affairs and
Home ministries will be manda-
tory. The changes have been made
on grounds of national security.

A senior official from the
Bridges department said on con-
dition of anonymity, “The new
rules will affect Chinese partici-
pation in the project. Soon, as we
receive the Finance Ministry’s

rules, we will change the tender
clause accordingly and arevised
RFQ will be put on the website.”
In 2019, when the BMC had
invited global Expression of
Interest (EOI) for ‘Design and
Construction of Twin Tunnel in-
cluding approaches and box tun-
nels for GMLR project’, 30 firms
had participated, including a
couple of companies from China.
Apart from that, companies from
Japan and Korea had attended
meetings, expressing their will-
ingness to execute the project.
“Last year, two Chinese firms
had shown their interest in the
project and their representatives
had attended a few meetings.
Since the project involves con-
struction of tunnels, the market for
tunnel boring machines, a key re-
quirement for the project, is dom-
inated by Chinese firms,” said an-
other senior official from the BMC.
The BMC has planned the
13.65-km GMLR to ease trafficon
Mumbai's east-west connectors.
The estimated cost of the project,
whichincludes 4.7-km twin tun-
nels and an elevated road, is Rs
4,770 crore and the deadline for
the work is five years from the
day the contract is awarded.
Officials acknowledge that
the project may now be delayed.
“We will have to find out other
options for TBMs... But for now
everythingis on hold as Covid-19
has affected international travel
and industries. Also, staff is busy
with Covid-19 duties,” said Sanjay
Darade, Deputy Municipal
Commissioner (Infrastructure).

SC panel to decide on physical
hearings after two weeks

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

A SEVEN-JUDGE Committee of
the Supreme Court has decided
to wait for two more weeks be-
fore taking a final call on re-
sumption of physical hearings in
the court, which has been hear-
ing cases through videoconfer-
encing since the lockdown.

The Committee, headed by
Justice NV Ramana, who is also
the second most senior judge of
the court, conveyed the same to
representatives of the Bar at a
meeting on Friday evening.

The Committee, also com-
prising Justices Arun Mishra, RF
Nariman, U U Lalit, A M
Khanwilkar, D' Y Chandrachud

New Delhi

and L N Rao, held discussions
over videoconferencing with
Dushyant Dave, Senior Advocate
and President of the Supreme
Court Bar Association, Shivaji
Jadhav, Advocate and President
of the SC Advocates on Record
Association, and Manan Kumar
Mishra, Advocate and Chairman
of the Bar Council of India.

The Secretary General read
out the minutes of the meeting,
where it was decided against re-
suming physical hearings for the
time being in view of the advice
from medical experts,
sources said.

The Bar representatives ap-
prised the Committee on the dif-
ficulties faced by lawyers and
urged that physical functioning
should resume as soon as

possible.

The Committee said they are
“fully conscious and deeply con-
cerned” about the difficulties
faced by lawyers and anxious to
gradually restore normalcy in
the physical functioning. But a
“decision will have to be guided
by a holistic assessment of the
situation on the basis of medical
advice” and considering the
safety of all stakeholders, the
Committee said.

Saying that it will reconvene
after two weeks, the Committee
asked the Bar representatives to
discuss with the Secretary
General and other Registrars
about the type of cases that can
be listed for hearing if it decides
to reopen the court at least par-
tially.
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A Saga of Supreme Sacrifice

Kargil Diwas is a memorable day in the Indian military history and commemorates the

ADVERTORIAL

sacrifices of our courageous soldiers and martyrs with great fervour and recognition across the country

VERY year on July 26, India cele-

brates ‘Kargil Diwas' to commem-

orate its brave soldiers and mar-

tyrs who laid down their lives in
the quest for victory against Pakistan dur-
ing the famous Operation Vijay in 1999.
This date has a remarkable place in the In-
dian military history, and this is precisely
why the event is observed across the coun-
try with great fervour and vigour.

Going back in time, it is worth remem-
bering how the tensions between the two
arch-rivals started to escalate and finally
led to the 'Kargil War'. After both the rival
countries successfully created and tested
nuclear weapons in 1998, it led to an in-
creasingly belligerent atmosphere in both
India and Pakistan. To resolve the ongoing
stalemate, both the two countries signed
the Lahore agreement of 1999, promising
to provide a peaceful and bilateral solu-
tion to the Kashmir conflict.

However, during the winter of 1998 un-
der Operation Badr, Pakistani troops, in the
guise of militants, began infiltrating to-
wards the Indian side of the Line of Control
(LoC), hoping to cut off Indian troops in
Siachen and force them to retreat. On May
3, 1999, Pakistani intruders in Kargil were
spotted by local shepherds. However, by
that time, the Pakistani troops had man-
aged to capture a region between 130 to

The Kargil war killed more than 500 Indian and nearly 400 Pakistani soldiers

=

This saga of
supreme sacrifice
on part of our
Armed Forces will
forever remain
etched in our
memories.

200 square kilometres.

As per reports, “The aim of the Pakistani
incursion was to sever the link between
Kashmir and Ladakh and cause Indian
forces to withdraw from the Siachen Glac-
ier, thus forcing India to negotiate a set-
tlement of the broader Kashmir dispute.
Pakistan also believed that any tension in
the region would internationalize the
Kashmir issue, helping it to secure a
speedy resolution.”

As soon Indian Armed forces realised
the scale of the attack and found more in-
trusions elsewhere on the LOC, the Gov-
ernment of India responded with Opera-
tion Vijay. The famous Operation Vijay saw
the mobilisation of about 2,00,000 Indian
troops to recapture all the previously lost

"y

Kargil War Memorial

posts and force the Pakistani troops to
make a run for it.

Subsequently, Operation Safed Sagar
was launched by Indian Air Force on May
26 to help Indian Army. With Army and IAF
already in operation, the Indian Navy
strategically mounted pressure on Pak-
istan through Operation Talwar, which in-

cluded aggressive patrolling off the Pak-
istani coasts.

“The Kargil was a unique instance of
two nuclear-capable powers facing each
other off in a conventional warfare. Not
anticipating such a fierce retaliation from
India, Pakistan moved to America to seek
help in de-escalate the border tensions.

The army holds a
memorial service at
the Kargil War
Memorial which is
followed by lighting
of lamps and
wreath-laying
ceremony.

The then US President Bill Clinton, how-
ever, refused to intervene until Pakistan
withdrew its forces from the Indian side of
the LOC.”

On this day in 1999, “the Kargil War be-
tween India and Pakistan had come to an
end after the Indian soldiers had recap-
tured the mountain heights successfully,
which were taken over by the Pakistani in-
truders. It is believed that Pakistan had
started planning the attack a year in ad-
vance. More so, Nawaz Sharif had claimed
that he had no knowledge of the attack till
he got a call from Atal Bihari Vajpayee.”

As per reports, “More than 520 Indian
soldiers sacrificed their lives during one of

the toughest wars fought against Pakistan
at Kargil, Drass and Batalik sectors of
Jammu and Kashmir state.” After the war,
July 26 was declared as ‘Kargil Diwas’ in
memory of our brave and fearless soldiers.
Another remarkable achievement is that
our Indian Armed Forces fought the war
and tried to ensure that it did not escalate
into a nuclear conflict. This feat has been
acclaimed the world over and goes on to
show the grit and endurance of our Armed
Forces.

This saga of supreme sacrifice on part
of our Armed Forces will forever remain
etched in our memories. On this day, sev-
eral programmes are planned by the Cen-
tral Government and various state gov-
ernments to pay homage and respect to
the brave servicemen of the armed forces
who laid down their lives in the line of
duty. The family members of martyrs are
felicitated during this memorable day.

The celebrations on ‘Kargil Diwas' in-
clude pipe band and brass band display
which is followed by a beating retreat cer-
emony. The army holds a memorial service
at the Kargil War Memorial which is fol-
lowed by lighting of lamps and wreath-
laying ceremony. The day is celebrated
with great enthusiasm and zeal by military
personnel at Drass-Kargil sector and the
national capital New Delhi at Amar Jawan
Jyoti, India Gate.
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4 MONTHS AFTER TAKING CHARGE IN MP

Chouhan tests Covid
positive, hospitalised

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, JULY 25

FOUR MONTHS after he took
charge as Chief Minister of
Madhya Pradesh following the col-
lapse of the Congress government
just before the nationwide lock-
downwasimposed, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan was admitted to a dedi-
cated Covid hospital in Bhopal
Saturday after testing positive.

Chouhan,whois61andadi-
abetic, later tweeted that he had
undergone all tests and was
healthy. He also posted that he
had been reviewing the Covid
situation in the state every
evening since March 25 and
would try to continue via video-
conferencing. Officials said the
Chief Minister's family members
will be tested.

Three days ago, Minister
Arvind Bhadoriya, who had at-
tended a Cabinet meeting
chaired by Chouhan, had tested
positive. The previous day,
Bhadoriya had travelled with the
Chief Minister to Lucknow to at-
tend the funeral of late Governor
Lalji Tandon.

Chouhan's announcement
came after a new 10-day lock-
down was imposed in Bhopal
from 8 am Friday to contain the
outbreak. And while wishing
him a speedy recovery,
Opposition Congress leaders ac-
cused him and the BJP govern-
ment of not taking the pandemic
seriously earlier.

Shivraj Singh Chouhan

“Iwas saddened to know that
you have contracted the coron-
avirus infection. [ pray to god for
your early recovery. The only re-
gret is that when we were seri-
ous about COVID 19, you called
it'drama’, ridiculed it as 'darona’
and dubbed it a weapon to pro-
tect the government,” said a
tweet posted in Hindi by the of-
fice of former CM Kamal Nath.

Nath was referring to the pe-
riod of political uncertainty in
the run-up to the fall of his gov-
ernment on March 20.On March
16, the then Assembly speaker N
P Prajapati had adjourned the
House by 10 days citing the pan-
demic. The BJP, then in the
Opposition, had criticised the
move as an attempt to avoid the
floor test ordered by the
Governor.

On March 20, the state re-
ported its first Covid case. On the
same day, Nath submitted his
resignation after the Supreme
Court ordered a floor test.

“Had you not made fun of it,
taken due precautions, followed

IIT-Kharagpur develops
portable, low-cost device
for coronavirus testing

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JULY 25

RESEARCHERS AT IIT-Kharagpur
Saturday announced a portable
diagnostic device that can detect
Covid-19 in about 60 minutes for
acost of less than Rs 400 per test.

Inastatement, the researchers
said each portable unit can be
used for a large number of tests,
and the only thing that needs to
be replaced is a disposable paper
strip used for chemical analysis
and visualisation of the results of
eachtest. They further said the de-
vice had accuracy and sensitivity
comparable to standard RT-PCR
tests. The results from this new
technology have been strictly val-
idated by followingall established
laboratory controls against the
benchmarked results obtained
from RT-PCR machine, using syn-

theticviral RNA, stated the release.

The test is non-invasive and
worksonextracted RNA froma pa-
tient's salivasample. It hasa cost of
less than Rs 400/ per test after tak-
ingall the components of expenses
andabusiness modelintoaccount,
said Professor Suman Chakraborty
from the Mechanical Engineering
Department, IIT Kharagpur,and Dr
Arindam Mondal from the School
of Bio Science, IIT Kharagpur.

The new device has been de-
signed tobe usableat locations with
extremely poorresources, the state-
mentsaid. It further said the device
can be operated by people with
minimal training. The equipment
will cost about Rs 2,000 if a pilot
facilityisused. Use of alarge-scale
commercial facility will further re-
duce the price with increase in
the production scale, the state-
mentsaid. WITHINPUTSFROM

ENS,KOLKATA

all guidelines you would have
probably not got the infection,”
the tweet by Nath's office said.

Former CM and Rajya Sabha
member Digvijaya Singh also
wished Chouhan a speedy re-
covery inatweet in Hindi. In the
tweet, he also wrote: “You
should have maintained social
distancing but you didn't. The
police had registered an FIR
against me (for violating Covid
guidelines) but how could they
have done that against you. You
take care of yourself.”

Earlier, before leaving his of-
ficial residence for the hospital,
Chouhan had tweeted: “Corona
patients should not insist on get-
ting quarantined at home or not
going to hospital. We should fol-
low doctors’ advice.”

He had also assigned the
work of reviewing the Covid sit-
uation to Home Minister
Narottam Mishra, Urban
Development Minister
Bhupendra Singh, Health
Minister Prabhuram Chaudhary
and Medical Education Minister
Vishwas Sarang.

Chouhan also said that he
gave his samples for testing after
developing symptoms, and
asked people who had come in
contact with him to get tested
and those close to him to go in
quarantine. Other ministers who
attended the Cabinet meeting
last week, and BJP leaders like
state president V D Sharma, have
given their samples for testing.
Sharma has tested negative.

The Ultadanga flyover in Kolkata on Saturday. Partha Paul

Bengal’s bi-weekly lockdown:
Streets deserted, flights suspended

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JULY 25

STREETS WORE a deserted look,
commercial establishments
were shut, and public and pri-
vate vehicles remained off the
roads as the West Bengal gov-
ernment imposed a strict bi-
weekly lockdown across the
state on Saturday amid a surge
in Covid-19 cases.

In Kolkata, police were seen
manning all major crossings,
checking lanes and bylanes for any
unnecessary movement. The few
who dared to step out without a
valid reason were forced to return

after a baton charge or chase by
the men in uniform. Police per-
sonnel were seen carrying out
awareness drives with loudspeak-
ers in congested areas such as
Kolkata, Howrah, Hooghly, North
and South 24 Parganas.

Kolkata police said that till
noon, 204 people were arrested
for violation of lockdown, 182
booked for not wearing a mask
and 20 faced action for spitting
in public.

There was no activity at the
Kolkata and Bagdogra airports
as the Airports Authority of
India suspended all flights for
the lockdown after a request
from the state government.

They will be suspended again
when the lockdown is imposed
next week on Wednesday.

“We arrived from Bangalore
last night. We have a connecting
flight to Assam tomorrow morn-
ing. Today nothing is flying in or
out. We have to spend the night
here,” said Masuk Ahmed (21),a
resident of Assam who was
among a dozen people who
were stranded near the NSC Bose
airport in Kolkata. “We have or-
dered food and will have to find
some place to sleep at night.”

Public and private offices
were closed and several trains at
Howrah and Sealdah stations
were also cancelled.

Kit import licence of 3 firms cancelled, 15
suspended; order based on ban by USFDA

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

CITING A ban by the US govern-
ment, Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation (CDSCO),
under the country's apex drugs
regulator DCGI, has canceled kit
import licences of three firms
and suspended those of 15 oth-
ers.

While most licences were for
Chinese rapid antibody test kits
that never entered the country,
at least two others have been
sold in the Indian market.

Oneisan ELISA antibody test
kit (different from rapid anti-
body test kit) owned by
Mumbai-based Transasia, which
said they have sold 3 lakh kits
since June to different hospitals.
Deals for 5 lakh more are cur-
rently in the pipeline, the com-
pany said.

In addition, 1 lakh supply of

NORTHERN RAILWAY

CORRIGENDUM

In reference to E-Tender Notice published on 25.07.2020 regarding supply of following items to N.Rly Central Hospital,
New Delhi. The tender closing date has been extended as per the details given below :-

asuspended rapid antibody test
kit made by South Korean SD
Biosensor was sold to Andhra
Pradeshin April, a company rep-
resentative told The Sunday
Express.

OnJuly 17,CDSCO sent these
18 companies a showcause no-
tice stating that “as per notifica-
tion by the US Food and Drug
Administration (USFDA)
the...product has been removed
with direction that it should not
be distributed”. It gave the firms
time until July 20 to respond.

On July 21, CDSCO said their
responses to the showcause was
not “satisfactory”.

The cancelled licences were
of MDAAC International, Cadila
Healthcare, and N.W. OVERSEAS.

The suspended licences were
held by Aracion Technology,
DiaSys Diagnostic, Jettalabs,
Saffron Naturele Products,
Cosmic Scientific Technologies,
Inbios India, Vishram
Distributors, SD Biosensor,
Transasia, Accurex, Biohouse
Solutions, V S Yarns, Raymed
Trading Group, Sowar, and

Trivitron.

Barring Transasia and SD
Biosensor, all these firms were
approved to import a set of
seven Chinese antibody test
kits that were banned by US
FDA inJune. The Sunday Express
spoke to seven of these Indian
companies, all of whom said
they had not imported these
kits since rapid antibody test
kits fell out of government
strategy around May.

Transasia owns California-
based Calbiotech, which manu-
factures the kit called ErbaLisa.
As one of the first ELISA antibody
test kits to be approved in the
country, it remains on the most
recent Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) validation list
of July 22.

Calbiotech’s response to CD-
SCO on July 20, seen by The
Sunday Express, included an
ICMR-National Institute of
Virology validation approval on
June 3, among others.

Calbiotech and Transasia
stated that the USFDA decision
should not stop export of the kit

to India, that the US FDA’s re-
moval was not due to perform-
ance issues but a policy change,
that the company’s application
is awaiting a reply from the US
agency, and it never claimed
USFDA approval in their valida-
tion process in India.

Suresh Vazirani, Transasia’s
MD, said he plans to file a legal
complaint in Delhi High Court.
He said USFDA has not reached
out to the company about their
removal.

Dr Arvind Lal, chairman and
MD of Lal PathLabs, said this
test kit failed their internal val-
idation three weeks ago.
Thyrocare chairman and MD
Arokiaswamy Velumani said
they had used 20,000 of these
ELISA test kits nationwide up
until 10 days ago.

ICMR's senior scientist
Nivedita Gupta answered
queries on July 18 by stating that
"pertinent action will be taken
by CDSCO/DCGI".

CDSCO, which sits under
DCGI, did not respond to re-
peated attempts at comment.

‘We need to test
more, that’s why
Maharashtra has
high numbers’

ALMOST FIVE months after the
Covid-19 pandemic began,
Maharashtra has recorded over 3
lakh cases. Over a lakh are active
infections. As focus shifts from
Mumbai to Mumbai Metropolitan
Regionand Pune, Health Secretary
Dr PRADEEP VYAS says the state
has become wiser and is better
equipped to control fatality.
Excerpts from an interview with
TABASSUM BARNAGARWALA.

Maharashtra continues to
have the most cases in India.
Althoughit does not have the
largest population, it
continues todrive the
country's curve. Why is that?

We need not be concerned by
rise in positive cases. If cases are
detected intime, fatality canbe as
low as 1-2%. To pick people early,
we need to test more and that's
why we have high numbers.
Maharashtra is testing 13,848
people per million population,
Uttar Pradeshis only testing 7,113
per million, Bihar is testing 3,423
permillion. These states have less
cases because they are testing less.
There were no cases in Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh at the begin-
ning. It was pointed out that they
were not testing enough. Now you
see that case growth is at the rate
of 5-7% in Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh is high.

The WHO notified the first
Covid-19 case on December 31,
2019.So we did have two
months in hand to prepare
before the first case.

To prepare we need some
knowledge. WHO declared it a
pandemicin mid-January. We be-
gan screening from January 18,
every day 16,000-18000 people
were screened. Itwasanunknown
enemy. What could we have pre-
pared for in those two months?

Kerala and Telangana have
admitted tolocal
transmission. In Maharashtra,

THEEXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH
PRADEEP VYAS
HEALTH SECRETARY,
MAHARASHTRA

most cases now have noindex
case to trace back to. Why is
Maharashtrasilenton
community transmission?

[ cannot comment yes or no.
We had an academic discussion
with Gol team. They made an ob-
servation, we have still notreached
apointwhere any random person
picked comes positive for Covid-
19.Until thathappens, we can'tsay
there iscommunity transmission.
The positivity rate in testing is only
20per cent. Intracingacase,aper-
son hastorecalland give entirein-
formation. Initially we had very
few cases, we were able to get day-
wise history of cases. As cases in-
creased, extracting history became
difficult. This doesn’t mean cases
can'tbe traced.ICMR has to take a
call on community transmission.

But we have more than 3 lakh
Covid-19 cases,and over a lakh
active infections. And still no
community transmission?

It is not under our domain to
decide this. Every state is follow-
ing ICMR protocol.

FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

Need to balance health,
economic activity: Uddhav

Mumbai: In an interview to Shiv
Sena mouthpiece Saamana,
Chief  Minister = Uddhav
Thackeray on Saturday indicated
that he was not ready to lift the
prevailing lockdown the state in
one go and said curbing Covid-
19 cases while allowing eco-
Nomic activities to resume was
atightrope walk.

“Iwill never say that the lock-
down will be lifted completely.
But I have started reopening the
activities one by one gradually
and my attempt is to ensure that
once the activities resume, it
shouldn’t be shut again. We need
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NIFT Campus, SIDCO Electronic Complex, Rangreth,
Srinagar-191132, J&K

Recruitment of Group-C Posts on

Long Term Contract Basis

Dated: 03-07-2020

NIFT Srinagar announces vacancies of various Group-C non-
teaching posts. For details such as qualifications, experience,
mode of payment, procedure of applications, etc please visit our
website: https://www.nift.ac.in/srinagar/careers Last date for
online submission of forms is 14.08.2020 at 5:30 PM.

Director, NIFT-Srinagar

TENDER NOTICE

The Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager/Coaching, Northern Railway, Delhi division, New Delhi invites e-tender for the following

NORTHERN RAILWAY

work:-
Name of Commercial Advertisement Rights through Vinyl Wrapping on exterior space of coaches (below the
1. | work with its | window) of Shatabdi / Gatiman / Rajdhani / Duronto Express trains over Delhi Division for a period of
location five (5) years.
Details of E-tender Notice Number Group of Trains
:h.ac::bd.'; PublicityVinylWrap 25-2020 to PublicityVinylWrap | Group A, Group C, Group D of Shatabdi
ajdhani 27-2020 Express trains
Duronto/
2 Gatimaan PublicityVinylWrap30-2020 Group H of Gatimaan Express
;rsr:m:rate PublicityVinylWrap28-2020, PublicityVinylWrap29- | Group F, Group G & Group | of Rajdhani
P 2020, PublicityVinylWrap31-2020 Express trains
Bids are to be
submitted for | PublicityVinylWrap32-2020 to  PublicityVinylWrap .
each Group) | 34-2020 Group J to Group L of Duronto Express trains

Date of Tender Opening

14.08.2020 up to 1500 hrs.

Approximate cost of work

As per NIT on ireps.gov.in

Cost of Tender document including 18% GST

As per NIT on ireps.gov.in

S|a|s|e

Earnest Money Deposit

WWw.ireps.gov.in

be seen

Website particulars where complete details of tender document can

https://ireps.gov.in/

No.: 7PUP/Vinyl Wrapping/Rajdhani-Shatabdi/2010

Dated: 21.07.2020

1635/2020

Serving Customers with a Smile

Sr.No.|Tender No. | Item Description Existing Tender Closing Date Corrigendum TENDER NOTICE
1. 82201162B | Tab. Sitagliptin 100 mg 28.07.2020 07.08.2020 The Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager/Coaching, Northern Railway, Delhi division, New Delhi invites e-tender for the
2. 82201160D | Tab. Linagliptin 5mg 28.07.2020 07.08.2020 following work:
3. 82201193 | Tab. Sitagliptin 50 mg + Metformin 500 mg 28.07.2020 07.08.2020 1 | Name of work with | Commercial Advertisement Rights through Unipoles at the sites/locations in circulating area of Railway
4 82201454A | Tab. Sitagliptin 50 mg + Metformin 1000 mg 28.07.2020 07.08.2020 its location stations (Station Advertising Zones) over Delhi Division for a period of five years.

1644/20 2 | Details of railway E-tender Notice Number Stations

stations/Zones
(Separate Bids are

PublicityStation66-2020 | Tughlagabad, Okhla, Faridabad, Faridabad New Town, Ballabhgarh,
P;

alwal

to be submitted fo
each Zone)

PublicityStation67-2020

Muradnagar

Deoband, Muzaffarnagar, Meerut Cantt., Meerut City, Modinagar,

PublicityStation68-2020

Baghpat Road, Shamli

Delhi Shahdara, Chander Nagar, Sahibabad, Ghaziabad, Baraut,

Date of Tender Opening

14.08.2020 up to 1500 hrs

Approximate cost of work

As per NIT on ireps.gov.in

As per NIT on ireps.gov.in

Earnest Money Deposit

www.ireps.gov.in

3
4
5 | Cost of Tender document including 18% GST
6
7

Website particulars where complete details of tender document can be see

https:/lireps.gov.in/

No.7PUB/Unipoles/DLI-DIV/2019 Dated:- 21.07.2020

1637/2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

SR 3559 PR uifdd M, 3531

fasifa 6./687/ E -Tender /2019/

BAufd framsit vaq PR AT 3554, (4.9, )

(Online) fAfaeT 3me=oT gaaT

~ LN

TR Ulfeie 1A 3531 & gRI Fferd [Afur a1 / uRAsHB & Hured 2q arqfde 98 URANSHT Yaed aledR bt

~—~

gfch b ST 2 1R U, Ut 3eATSA STRIT Bl STTET | 55 ST B 2d HHcTS ATded B Febdi &l

| "IMPORTANT" |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

3551, féAie : 24.07.2020

TR 3. 1 3T 5T B 1 31faH f&7ds 08.08.2020 THI17. 30 , 31THETS $.8AEY, 1Rl Te THd gxdrdst Submission
BB fanfeaid 08.08.20209HA17.30 371

fa&ga fAfdeT TH=0T T Td 31 STHBRT dedTse www. mptenders.gov.in R &1 ST ddbdl 1 afe 3w fAfderd
fopdt YR BT HMEA BTAT 2 Al 5! GaT 3 AT <1 ST Goleh & FHTER U= H WebTfRId Tl &bt siravft

F | TP B PR HT AN Rt Bt wnifaa | st 5. | @
o) afer & tar afe
1 2 3 4 5 6
1| 5,000/- Wﬁﬂ ﬁﬁ;mﬁqum ! - e/ ﬂfi_rgmo 10,000/- 3ay
HTe &g Argfea e TR = b
YeEA FATEPR bt [AYfds drerd|
BRIUTed It
TR uifeis oM 3551
.- . New Delhi .-

toworry about [people’s] health
and the economy, and need to
maintain a balance between the
two. It is like walking a
tightrope,” Thackeray said.

The chief minister further
said that many people were op-
posing the lockdown as it was af-
fecting the economy. “I want to
tell these people that I am ready
tolift the lockdown, but will they
take responsibility if the people
die due to it? [ am aware of the
economic concerns... [ am not
[the US President Donald]
Trump. I cannot see people dy-
ing in front of my eyes...” ENS

UP records
biggest jump in
cases, Lucknow
CMO replaced

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JULY 25

ON A day that the state wit-
nessed the highest single-day
jump in coronavirus cases with
2,984 cases, the government on
Saturday removed Lucknow
chief medical officer (CMO)
Naresh Agarwal. The capital city
on Saturday recorded a total of
429 fresh cases with it being the
worst hit by Covid-19 with a to-
tal of 3,337 active cases - the
highest in the state.

The districts behind Lucknow
in terms of active cases is Kanpur
Nagar with 1,662 active cases fol-
lowed by Varanasi with 1,188 ac-
tive cases Jhansi with 953 cases.

Dr Agarwal has been replaced
by DrRajendra Prasad Singh, who
was posted as Chief Medical
Superintendent of Bhaurao
Devras Civil Hospital, Mahanagar.
Agarwal, meanwhile, has been
posted as senior consultant at Lok
Bandhu Raj Narayan Hospital in
Lucknow. Lucknow has wit-
nessed a steep rise in COVID-19
cases in the past two weeks.

The state has tillnow had a to-
tal of 63,742 cases of coronavirus
with 39,903 people being dis-
charged after treatment. The state
has witnessed 39 deaths in the
last 24 hours on Saturday. Among
the districts with highest fresh
deaths were Kanpur Nagar and
Varanasi with five people suc-
cumbing to the virus, followed by
Gorakhpur with four deaths.
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Saluting the KARGIL WAR HEROES from Uttarakhand

Kargil Vijay Diwas, named after the
successful Operation Vijay, is

celebrated in India on July 26. On Adhikari. . ) )
this date in 1999, India successfully | Veer Chakra Winners: Vrajmohan Singh,

took command of the high outposts [ Anusuya Prasad, S K Sinha, Sushiman

which had been lost to Pakistan. The | Gurung, Sasibhushan Ghillial, Rupesh

Kargil war was fought for more than [ Pradhanand Rajesh Shah.

60 days. It ended on July 26 and | Army Medal: Mohan Singh, T B Kshetri,

resulted in the loss of life on both | Haribhadur, Narpal Singh, Betendra

sides. The war ended with India [ Prasad, Jagat Singh, Surman Singh, Double

regaining control of all the B Singh, Chandan Singh, Mohan Singh, Kishan Singh, Shiv Singh,
previously held territory, hence re- B Surendra Singh and Sanjay.

establishing the status quo B Mmen in Dispatch: Ram Singh, Harisingh Thapa, Bitendra Singh,
antebellum. Vikram Singh, Man Singh, Mangal Singh, Balwant Singh, Amit

In the Kargil War, most of the B papral Praveen Kashyap, Arjun Sen and Anil Kumar.
warriors of Uttarakhand sacrificed

their lives by driving the enemy out

of the border of the country. As many as 75 warriors from the state were martyred in the Kargil War. 30 soldiers
of the state were awarded gallantry medals for their indomitable courage. The Kumaon and Garhwal
regiments of the state have contributed significantly in the Kargil war to drive away the enemy. 54 soldiers of
the Garhwal Regiment were martyred. Almost every regiment participating in the Kargil War consisted of
brave soldiers from Uttarakhand. Kargil Vijay Diwas is celebrated in honour of the Kargil War heroes. This the
day is celebrated in the Kargil-Dras sector and the national capital New Delhi, where the Prime Minister of
India pays homage to the soldiers at Amar Jawan Jyoti at India Gate every year. Functions are also organised all
over the country to commemorate the contributions of the armed forces.

Uttarakhand can never forget the Kargil War. 75 brave warriors of the small state had shattered Pakistan's

Mahavir Chakra Winners: Major Vivek Gupta and Major Rakesh

teeth inthe war. The special thing is that
there is no district in fhe state tiat has In the Kargil war in 1999, 75 brave soldiers of Uttarakhand were killed. Out them, 37 soldiers received

not lost its valiant sons. That is why this @wards for their bravery. In the 11 wars so far, more than one and a half thousand brave soldiers from
Kargil Vijay Diwas matters for Uttarakhand have sacrificed their lives for their homeland. Defence experts say that not only to fight in
Uttarakhand. Today, the entire state is war, butalso to prepare war strategy and win the battle, Uttarakhand's jambajas have no answer.
bowing down toits brave sons.
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Ganesh Gaurava son of Shri
Ram Sarekh Singh Resident of
J-423, Basement, New Rajinder
Nagar, New Delhi-110060 have
changed my name from
Ganesh Gaurava to Ganesh
Gaurav Singh for all intents &
Purposes. 0040542882-1

I, Tarun S/o Ramditta R/0 T-15-
1502, Exotica-Dreamville,
Sector-16C, Greater Noida,
Gautambuddha Nagar, U.P.-
201318 have changed my name
to Tarun Wadhwa.

0040542923-4

PUBLIC NOTICE

“MY CLIENT SHRI BANSI LAL SON OF
LATE SHRI BIHARI RESIDENT OF
C-163, CAMP No. 2, NANGLOI,
DELHI-110041, DOES HEREBY
DISOWN AND DISINHERIT HIS
DAUGHTER SHRIMATI RANI WIFE
OF SHRI RATTAN LAL AND ALL HER
LEGAL HEIRS FROM ALL HIS
PROPERTIES
IMMOVABLE MY CLIENT SHALL NOT
BE RESPONSIBLE OR LIABLE FOR
ANY ACTS, DEEDS OR THINGS
DONE BY THE SAID RANL”

MOVABLE OR

Sd/-
DEVRAJ SINGH
Advocate
Enrolment No. D-101/1978
Chamber No. 121, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Court Delhi-54

BE ITKNOWNTO ALL
CONCERNED that I,Kuldeep
Maurya S/o Sh.Shiv
Prasad,R/0:H.No.15,Zamrudpu
r,New Delhi have changed my
religion on 17.02.22020 from
Hindu to Muslimand | have
also changed my name from
Kuldeep Mauryato
Mohd.Sameer Sheikh for all
purposes and intendsinall
respecti.e.formal orinformal.

0040542923-9

IChandre Kant Vaish s/o
Krishan Kant Vaish change
there name to Ravi Kumar
Vaish for future
Correpondence.

0130016130-1

Iinder Dev Tiwari s/o SH.
Jagdish Tiwari R/0 House no.E-
682, DDA Flat, Pocket-3,
Bindapur, New Delhi-110059.
Have changed the name of My
minor son Yash Dev Tiwari,
DOBis 28.07.2007 to Aditya
Varddhan Tiwari, DOBis
28.07.2007 for all purposes.

0040542899-1

I, Arun Kumar S/o0,Niwas Ram
R/0-735A,T-Huts,C-5/35,
Kirtinagar,N.Delhi-15,that
Tarun Kumar and Arun Kumar
both are one and same
person.LIC Policy-
N0.331275756. 0040542923-7

I, Lucky Kakkar W/o Sh. Rajesh
Kakkar R/0 151, 3rd Floor,
Engineers Enclave, Pitampura
Delhi-34. have changed my
name from Lucky to Lucky
Kakkar for all future purposes.

0040542902-1

I, Mahir Bhalla S/o Sh. Devender
Bhalla R/0- B-220, Jawahar
Park, Deoli Road Khanpur,
Delhi- 110062,have changed my
name to MAHIR SINGH
BHALLA,for all purposes.

0040542860-1

I, Meenu Varghese W/o
Abraham R/0-J-5/13, Rajouri
Garden, New Delhi-110027 have
changed my name to Sminu
Varghese permanently.

0040542923-5

I, AAKANSH PARJAPATIS/O
PHOOL CHAND R/O M-721, JJ
COLONY, SHAKURPUR, DELHI-
110034. HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO AKANSH.

0040542923-1

I, Murgehson S/o Mutthu
Swamy R/0-E-195, J.J.Colony,
Budh Nagar, Inderpuri, New
Delhi-110012 have changed my
name to Murugeshan
permanently. 0040542923-6

I, Rohit Deran S/o Rajesh Kumar
R/0:-A-708, J.J.Colony, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-59, Have
Changed My Name to Rohit.

0040542894-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Smt. Maharani Gupta W/o

Late Devender Gupta R/o C-49, Gali

No. 2, West Chander Nagar, Delhi-51

published debar Notice in the Hindu

News Paper on 6 April 2011. Now my

clients have normal relation with his

younger son Vikas Gupta & his wife

Geeta Gupta @ Geeta Sharma. Now

they have legally right in my clients

moveable immoveable property. Now

there is not any dispute between them
and my clients.

Sd/-

Raghvendra Shukla

Advocate

Ch.No. B-139, B, GS Block,

Tis Hazari Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to certify/inform that my client Sh.
Ram Niwas, R/o H.No. Rz-13 B, J Block, Old
Roshan Pura, Najafgarh, South West Delhi-
110043 has debarred and disowned his son
Sh. Amit Kumar and Smt. Priyanka@Sonia
(W/o Sh. Amit Kumar) from immediate effect
from all his movable and immovable
properties due to their mis-conducts,
disrespectful behavior and being out of
control. Furthermore my client has severed all
his relations with Sh. Amit Kumar and Smt.
Priyanka @ Sonia and my client would have
no concern with both of them in any manner.
If anybody deals with them in any manner
he/she shall do at his/her own risks and
consequences. My client shall not be liable or
responsible for the same in any manner.
Sd/-
ARJUN SHARMA
Advocate
Ch. No. 837, Laywer’s Chambers Block,
Dwarka District Court, New Delhi-75
Mob.: 9711011153

My Client Sh. Gopal Mittal
S/o Ganpat Roy R/o B-|
6/369, Sec-17, Rohini,
Delhi-110089 do hereby|
Disown/Debar his son Lalit
Mittal from all his movable
& immovable properties &
severe his relations from|
him as he is no more in his
control. If anybody dealing
with him shall be doing at
his/her own risk &
responsibility. My client
shall not be responsible for|
pros & cons arise
therefrom.

Gaurav Dhameja (Advocate
RU-5, Pitampura, Delhi-3:

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to public at large that
my client Smt. Sushila Devi W/o Late Sh.
Ashok Kumar R/0154/155, Jain Colony, Part-,
Near Friday Market Chowk, Uttam Nagar, New|
Delhi-59 has severed all her relations from
her Son Sh. Praveen Kumar his wife Smt
Sonia Rani, their daughter Kumari Sanskriti,
their legal heirs & their associates, disowned
&debarred all of them from all her moveable

&immovable properties with immediate
effect because of harassment, torture,
cruelty & atrocities committed by them

against my client. Any person dealing with

them, shall be doing so at their own risk, cost
& consequences. My client shall not be

T inany manner for the same.

Advocate A. K. Verma
319, DC, Janakpuri

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby inform that my
clients namely (1) Sh. Satyadev Sharma
S/o Late Sh. Mam Chand Sharma, and
(2) Snit. Sarla Devi Sharma W/o Sh.
Satyadev Sharma, both R/o 161-A, Gali
No.8, Deepak Vihar, Najafgarh, N. Delhi-
43 have severed all their relations, hence
disowned & debarred their son namely
Avinash Sharma @ Mintu, his wife Isha
D/o Sh. Ramesh Chander and grand-son
Srihaan from them, in respect of my
clients all moveable and immoveable
properties with immediate effect because
above named are out of control of my
clients and causing unnecessary
harassment. Anyone dealing with them
may do so at his/her own risks, costs and
consequences.
Sd/-
(HARISH K MALHOTRA)
Advocate
Lawyers Chamber No. 558
Dwarka Court Complex New Delhi-75.
M: 9971998111

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby informed that my client Sh.
Prem Chand S/o Late Sh. Paltu Singh
R/o RZ-564, Gali No. 22, Sadh Nagar,
Part-Il, Palam Colony, New Delhi-110045
has neither sold nor any person
authorized to sell his House No. RZ-564,
Gali No. 22, Sadh Nagar, Part-Il, Palam
Colony, New Delhi-110045 to any person.
If any person deals for the sale of above
mentioned property, shall be deem as
illegal and he/she doing so at his own risk
and costs and my client shall not be
responsible for any act or deed.
Sd/-
Satisn Kumar Tomar.
(Advocate)
Chamber No. : 511, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Kishan Lal S/o Late
Jhagru R/o 4/1834, Gali No. 2,
Rama Block, Bholanath Nagar,
Shahdara, Delhi-32, has severed
his relations and debarred his son
Rohit & daughter-in-law Laxmi
from all his moveable-
immoveable properties due to
their misbehavior/misconduct.
My client and his family members
shall not be responsible for their
any act(s)/deed(s)/transaction(s).
Sunil Kumar (Advocate)
Ch.No. G-501, Karkardooma
Courts, Delhi-32

MATRIMONIAL

CASTENO BAR

Suitable Match for handsome

Kashyap Rajput Unmarried Boy
B.Tech MBA 1984 5’6 working
Delhi, Senior Executive 5lac
CNB 9711885595

0050166696-1

KAYASTHA

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to the public at large that my clients
Smt. Joginder and Sh. Mohan Lal S/o Sh. Ram Lal
Rio H. No. 3367, Ranjeet Nagar, South Patel
Nagar, Delhi-110008 declares that they have
disowned and debarred their son Deepak, his wife
Smt. Kavita and their daughter Ridhi all residents
of Room No. 2138, Gali No. 9, Transit Camp,
Anand Parbat, Delhi-110005 from all their movable
and immovable assets and ceased all relations
with them with immediate effect due to their daily
belicose behavior towards both of us and if
anyone deals with them in future, shall do at his
own risk and cost and my clients shall not be
responsible for the same in any manner,
whatsoever.

Sd-
Shiv Ram Sharma
Advocate
E.No. D-3004/2015
Chamber No. 531,
lind Floor Western Wing
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054
Mob. : 9717822711

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Karanvir Singh S/o Late Sh.
C.P. Singh R/o E-301 Ansal Elegance
Avantika Phase-Il Ghaziabad, has
severed all his relations from his son
Nitin Chaudhary his wife Preeti and
their infant male baby due to their
hostile and disrepute behaviour. My
client also disowned/ debarred them
from inheriting his all movable/
immovable properties with immediate
effect. My client shall not be
responsible for their any act in future.

Sd/-
(BRIJESH KUMAR KASHYAP)
Advocate
Ch. No. T-13, Tehsil Lane,
Tis Hazari Courts,
Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICETo be known to all that |
Abhishek Sharma S/o Shri. BK.
Sharma resident of E-3/129,
Paradise Apartment, Sector-18,
Rohini, Delhi-110089, Purchaser of
Flat No. E-3/129, Paradise
Apartment, Sector- 18, Rohini,
Delhi-110089. The original DDA

Shrivastava Boy, 34/5’5”.BE(IT)

MS(Engg), Working Pune,15
LPA. Contact 9823354886 or
vps.gwl@gmail.com

0050166749-1

RAMGARHIA

(7 \
Ramgarhia Sikh Boy,

bhjotsinghbharri@gmail.
| Prabhjotsinghbbamiagmail.com J

510"/ April 1988,
Germany/ Spain
International Master
Degree/ National,
International Business Ltd.
Company owner requires
IAS, IPS, IRS, PCS,
International Master
Degree Holder Girl,
No Dowry,

No Caste bondage.
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NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS
The Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division No. Il, Irrigation & Flood
Control Department, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, I&FC Wing, Vikas Bhawan-II,
Civil Lines, Delhi-110054. Invites on behalf of the president of India, online
tender from approved specialized agencies or eligible contractors of 1&FC,
M.E.S., Railways, CPWD & Deptt. of Central/State Govt. (whose registration
details have been verified by the I&FC Deptt.) dealing with similar nature of
work for the following works:
N.O.W:- R/M of H/M Draglines TWL 101ME (Heavy Earth Moving Machines
for the year 2020-21.
Sub Work:- Operation and Preventive Maintenance of 2 Nos HM Draglines
TWL 101 ME (Heavy Earth Moving Machines) for a period of 12 months from
the date of commencement of work/Job.
(H.O.A:- MH 2711 (NON PLAN)
Estimated Cost: Rs. 37,91,568/- Earnest Money: Rs. 75,831/- Period of
completion : (365) Days, Last date & time of submission of tender: upto 3:00
p.m on 28/07/2020. (Tender |.D 2020_IFC_192829_1)
Note 1) The Tender forms and other details can be obtained from the
website http:/govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
DIP/SHABDARTA/0176/20-21

INDIAN RAILWAYS

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR)

%> CENTRAL WAREHOUSING CORPORATION ||
arehousing (A GOVT. OF INDIA UNDERTAKING) .
Regional Office: Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow- 226010

No.CWC/RO-LKO/EE/NIT/2020-21/ Dated: 24.07.2020

Press Notice .
Inviting E-Tender No. 42/43

CWC Invites online tender from the contractors for the following work:

Sr] Name of Work Estimated Cost | Last date of online

in Rs. submission of tender

Construction of 2000 MTC Rs. 10690939.80{ 17.08.2020

godown with electrical Installation

at CW Robertsganj (UP)

2. [ Reconstruction of 1920 MTC

godown with electrical Installation

|| at CW Bahraich (UP)

Detailed Tender Notice alongwith conditions of contract and Notice Inviting E-Tender may

be seen and downloaded from the CWC website www.cewacor.nic.in or e-tender website

www.cwceprocure.com or CPP  Portal http://eprocure.gov.infepublish/app. Further

Corrigendum/Addendum to this Tender, if any, will be published on website

www.cewacor.nic.in http:/eprocure.gov.in/epublish/app/(CPP) only, Newspaper press

advertisement shall not be issued for the same. EXECUTIVE ENGINEER(C)

N

Rs. 8394419.28 | 10.08.2020

Delhi Transport Infrastructure Development

Corporation Ltd.
An Enterprises of Govt. of NCT of Delhi.
ISBT Kashmere Gate Delhi-110006
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Executive Engineer, DTIDC invite tenders on behalf of MD, DTIDC
Ltd for the following work through e procurement solution only.
NIT No. 1 14/2020-21
Tender ID No. : 2020_DTIDC_192865_1
Name of work : Development of existing website and
development of software modules of DTIDC.
: Rs. 17,53,472/-

Estimated Cost

Earnest Money : Rs. 87,674/-
Time Allowed : 60 Days
Last date of receipt : 14/08/2020

of tenders
The Tender forms and other detail can be obtained from the website:
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in/

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
DTIDC Ltd. ISBT

DIP/Shabdarth/0177/20-21 Kashmere Gate, Delhi

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice

The Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager/Coaching, Northern Railway, Delhi division,
New Delhi invites e-tender for the following work:

Commercial Advertisement Rights through Inner Panels
Name of work |(Standard Aluminum molded Display Panels) inside the
with its location| coaches of Shatabdi/Gatimaan/Rajdhani/Duronto Express
trains over Delhi Division for a period of five (5) years.

E-tender
Notice Number

N

Group of Trains

Details of Shatabdi/
2 Rajdhani/Duronto/
Gatimaan Trains
(Separate Bids are
to be submitted for
each Group)

Group 1, Group 2, Group 3,
Group 4 & Group 5 of
Shatabdi Express trains
Group 6 of Gatimaan Express
Group 7, Group 8 & Group 9
of Rajdhani Express trains

PUB Trainlnner01-2020
to PUB Trainlnner05-2020

PUB TrainInner06-2020

PUB Trainlnner07-2020
to PUB Trainlnner09-2020

PUB Trainlnner10-2020
to PUB Trainlnner12-2020

Date of Tender Opening
Approximate cost of work

Group 10 to Group 12 of
Duronto Express trains
06.08.2020 upto 1500 hrs.
As per NIT on ireps.gov.in
As per NIT on ireps.gov.in

Cost of Tender document including 18 % GST
Earnest Money Deposit

WWWw.ireps.gov.in

N|ola|s|w

Website particulars where complete details of
tender documents can be seen

No.:7PUB/RAJ-STB/INNER PANELS/2014 Dated : 21.07.2020

https:/lireps.gov.in

1636/2020)

Serving Customers With A Smile

HUBLI ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED
(Wholly Owned Govt. of Karnataka Undertaking)
Corporate Office, Navanager, P.B. Road, Hubli-580 025
Tel. No. 0836-2222535, Fax No. 0836-2324307
Website: www.hescom.co.in E-mail ID: seeit@hescom.co.in
eeit@hescom.co.in CIN : U31401KA2002SGC030437
No: HESCOM/SEE-IT&MT/EEIT1/AEEIT 1/2020-21/cys-1305
Date : 24.07.2020
|________TENDER NOTIFICATION |
(Through E procurement portal only)

The Superintending Engineer (Ele), IT & MT, HESCOM,
Hubballi invites tender in two parts (Part —I: Techno-
Commercial Bid and Part-Il : Price Bid) through e-procurement
portal for the following works
SI.No| Bid Indent No.

1 HESCOM/SEE

Tender Description

Implementation of web based Total
(IT&MT)/EEIT-1/ | Revenue Management (TRM) system

documents those are Demand Letter,
Rllotment Letter, Possession
Letter and Site Possession Slip of
the above Flat have been lost/
misplaced. AFIR to this effect has been
lodged in the police station vide LR No. I
430925/2020 dated 21.07.2020.

Any person(s) claiming any right,
interest, having any objection or found
in possession of original documents
may write / contact with the
above-named person at the above
address/mobile 9811646125
abhishek.8.sharma@bt.com within 15
days of publication of this notice. The
person claiming any right, interest,
objection with respect to this property
can personally inform/ write to Deputy
Director (H), D Block,3rd Floor,
Vikas Sadan, INA New Delhi.

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (RAIL MANTRALAYA)
(RAILWAY BOARD)
New Delhi, dated: 23.07.2020

E-TENDER NO. 2020RSI1743TC

Executive Director, Railway Stores (Steel), Ministry of Railways (Railway Board),
Government of India, invites e-Tender for procurement of 72,000 Nos. Constant
Contact Side Bearers (CCSB) for Indian Railways to RDSO specification No.
WD-62-MISC-17 & CONTR-01-MISC-07 with latest revision for BOXN & BOBRN
type wagons.

TRM/2020-21 |[in Non RAPDRP areas of HESCOM

For detailed notification regarding the bid enquiry can be
obtained by  logging in to the website
www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in. on or after 27-07-2020 @
16.00 Hrs. Sd/- Superintending Engineer (El)
No.DIPR/DWD/2020-21/224/MCA (IT&MT), HESCOM, Hubballi.

I, NITINANAND S/O SURENDER
ANAND R/0 J-3/89,SECOND-
FLOORLEFT SIDE RAJOURI
GARDEN, DELHI-110027.
CHANGED MY NAMETO NITIN
KUMAR ANAND.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client Akhilesh Chitlangia S/o Sh.
Jaydeep Chitlangia, C/o, 1135, 2nd Floor
WHS Timber Market, Kirti Nagar, New
Delhi have mortgaged Entire 2nd Floor,
Property bearing No. N-142 Panchsheel
Park New Delhi with State Bank of India.
The owner has lost the Original
Registered General Power of Attorney dt.
29.08.1991, executed by Sh. V.S.
Kapoor, son of Sh. D.N. Kapoor in favour
of Sh. B.K. Uppal son of Sh. Late Mulkh
Raj Uppal having registration No. 967 for
which FIR is lodged with Police Station.
By way of this public notice it is informed
to general public to return if anyone has
found this document, and /or be informed
that any person having claim any charge,
interest, lien or claim on the basis of the
said General Power of Attorney he /she
may notify to the undersigned with the
documentary proof/ Court judgment
within 15 days from the day of publication
failing which the title / sale deeds
executed in favour of M/s. Calcutta
Technicians &Advisers Pvt. Ltd., Shall be
deemed to be clear, and marketable

No. 2020RSI1743TC

JAT |

0040542923-2

I, Rajesh Kakkar S/o Sh. Parhlad
ChandR/0 151, 3rd Floor,
Engineers Enclave, Pitampura
Delhi-34. have changed my
name fromRajesh to Rajesh
Kakkar for all future purposes.

0040542901-1

Required well educated Jat Sikh
Canadian PR boy for Jat Sikh
Canadian PR Girl
27/5’4.5”.B.tech in Computer
Science, Master Degree in
Information Network and
Computer Security from
Canada. Contact:-98151-66250

0050166695-1

Suitable match for beautiful girl
BA,B.ED.5’-2” may 83 caste no
bar contact 9814186640,
9876194273

ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF AYURVEDA (AllIA)
(An Autonomous Organization under the Ministry of
AYUSH Govt. of India)

Gautampuri, Sarita Vihar, Mathura Road, New Delhi-110076
E-mail: direcrtor@aiia.gov.in

Phone: 011-26950401/02, Fax: 011-29948660

Notice Inviting Tender
Sealed EOI and Tender are invited for Supply, installation,
commissioning & intergration of various IT infrastructure items with
exiting IT infrastructure and Compreshensive Annual Maintenance
Contract (CAMC) of various IT infrastructure equipment and Services
respectively as mentioned below.

2.0 The interested suppliers are advised to visit the website http://ireps.gov.in for
details of the tender and submission of their e-bids.
3.0 Nomanual offers will be accepted against e-tender.
4.0 Tender will be closed at15:00 hours on 27.08.2020.
Director, Railway Stores (Wagon),
Ministry of Railways, Railway Board, New Delhi
for and on behalf of the President of India

1618/2020

I, Yogesh Solanki s/o Bilas Rai
Solankir/o A-100, Shakti
Apartment, Sector-9, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 have changed my
minor son’s name Zidane Ali

FEEETI TAMIL NADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

Kagithapuram - 639 136, Karur District, Tamil Nadu,

0020408826-1 Phone No. 04324-277001 (10 lines), Extn. 4278/4206/4404/4402 Fax :04324-277027

Solanki/ Zidane Solanki, aged without any defect encumbrance and Tender Description Last date of | Date & time of
7years and he shall hereafter free to create equitable mortgage. OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE For P " f':OIICE :N\cﬁ:l:G BIPSPI £ TNPL Unit-Il Ref. No. submission of | opening of
be known as KABIR SOLANKI. O N B e e e For and on behalf of the President of | [N RN ARG L GICI] or Procurement of Packages for Mill Expansion Plan a nit- tender technical bid
0040542862-1 Complex, New Delhi, :gg,;gfru«?ti{;'n)ﬁ,hll\?grtf Weatarm | [corrigendum to Tender Notice No. S. No. e e I\/Il)esrc:lpmn' o Bid Issue Date F.No. G- [Supply, installation,| 06.08.2020 at | 06.08.2020
I SANGITA RAJARAM Railway, Dausa invites online open E- | | &-Tender/2020/22, dated 16.07.2020 1. Rreecf)vzr:yoAre:n achinery in themica 03.08.2020 19004/6/ |commissioning and| 1.00 PM at 3.00 PM
p . tendering system (Two Packet published earlier by Divisional Railway h : :
GHANDADE,alias SANGITA LOST & FOUND System) for the following work on | | Manager (Engg), S. E. Raitway, Kharagpur. 2. [Supply of Steam Pipes & Fittings (IBR) 28.07.2020 1/2018 !”;egrat'on of various IT
PRAKASH PATKAR W/O- Lost Original Will Deed Dated prescribed electronic forms:- (1) E-| | connection with the tender. Tender Nos 3. |DNCG & CNCG Collection System in Recovery Island AllA - infrastructure items with
JITENDRA SHANKARRAO 15/01/1993, Reg. No. 1421, Tender No.: NWR/SC/ROB/ ’ i — - - exiting IT infrastructure
JADHAV.R/0.L- 167 TYPE-2 Book No. 3, Vol. No. 615 Page Civil/514300907RR (2) Name of work | [ (1) E-KGP-South-12-2020, (2) E-KGP- 4. _|Fabrication and Erection of Steel Chimney 06.08.2020 :
GOVT-QUARTERS ARAM-BAGH No. 18 executed by Raghuvir with its location : Construction of [ | South-14-2020, (3) E-KGP-South-15- 5. _[Application of Thermal Insulation F.No. G- |Comprehensive Annual| 07.08.2020 at | 07.08.2020
CHITRA-GUPTA- Singh Tyagi favouring Smt. Road ﬁve( IBrldgf?_s ||nélud|.ng 2020, (4) E-KGP-HQ-11-2020, (5) E-KGP- 6. |Supply of Instrumentation Cables 27.07.2020 17001/9/ |Maintenance Contract 1.00 PM at 3.00 PM
Santosh Tyagi W/o Jaivir Singh approaches in lieu of Level Crossing 19, . X e — = — _ .
ROAD,PAHARGANJ,DELHI- Tyagh of property No. E Atea No. 142, connecting Rajgarh Town to | [ HQ-12-2020 & (6) E-KGP-East-16-2020, | | [Mail - S. No : 1, 2 & 3 - pmd3@tnpl.co.in, S.No : 4 & 5 - pmd4@tnpl.co.in 4/2019- |(CAMC) of various IT
110055,have changed my name 83.33 Sq. Yds, out of Rect. No. SH-25 and construction of Road Over which are to be opened on 20.08.2020, & S.No. 6 - pmd6@tnpl.co.in AlIA  |infrastructure equipment
to SANGITA JITENDRA JADHAV. 10 Killa No. 17 & 18 Gali No. 3 Bridges & LHS (Railway portion)inlieu | [ no tender cost will be required for the Detailed terms & condition, tender fee, EMD etc., may be viewed in and Services
of Level Crossing No. 61 on Rewari -

following works as per S.E.Railway GCC-
2020, Para-3. All other terms & conditions
in the original Tender Notice will remain
unchanged. Interested Tenderers may visit
website www.ireps.gov.in for full detail/
description/specification of the tenders and
submit their bids online. In no case manual
tenders for these works will be accepted.
N.B. Prospective Bidders may regularly
visit www.ireps.gov.in to participate in all

Chander Nagar lllaga Shahdara
Delhi, founder may inform Malti
Tyagi C/o Jagvir Singh Tyagi
H.No. E-1, Gali No. 3 East
Chander Nagar, Delhi-51

websites : www.tnpl.com/www.tenders.tn.gov.in
DIPR/2793/Tender/2020 TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Office of the Executive Engineer, Mahalakshmipuram
Division, 12th Main, 11th Cross, West of Chord Road,

0040542923-3 Shajahanpur Road between Rewari -
Jaipur Section. (3) Approximate cost
of work: 341,37,78,540.32/- (4)
Earnest Money to be deposited :
%22,18,900.00/- (5) Tender closing
date & time : 14/08/2020 at 15.00 Hrs.
(6) Website particular where
complete detail of tender can be
seen: IREPS website
www.ireps.gov.in (7) Office e-mail
address : dycecnwrdo@gmail.com
676-DK/20

The document containing terms and conditions can be downloaded
from website www.aiia.gov.in. CPP portal or collected by hand on
payment of tender fee of Rs. 1000/- (Rupees One thousand only) (non-
refundable) by DD/Pay order in favour of Director, AlIA New Delhi.

davp 17219/11/0002/2021 Director

LOST & FOUND

I, Nawal Gupta S/o Late. Sh.
J.D.Gupta R/0 1A-38B, Ashok
Vihar, Phase-l, Delhi-110052
have lost documents of
property D-2/182 Sec-11,
Rohini, Delhi. (Demand Letter,

LOST AND FOUND

General Public is informed
that 13 original Fixed Deposits
Receipts issued by M/s 3F

MISSION DIRECTOR, NATIONAL HEALTH MISSION, J&K

Jammu Office: Regional Institute of Health & Family Welfare, Nagrota, Jammu-181221

Bangalore.
No.: EE/MLP/TEND/E-PROC/03/2020-21 . Fax: 0191-2674114; Telephone: 2674244; e-mail: mdnhmjk@gmail.com
= Kashmir Office: Block ‘A’, Ground Floor, Old Secretariat, Srinagar Pin: 190001

Date: 24-07-2020 *’@
INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (IFT) i + Fax: 0194-2470486; 2477309; Telephone: 2477337; e-mail: mdnhmjk@gmail.com

rEALE

i

: Industri Limited having it : - ; : tenders. (PR-172/C) =1l
Ea"k C?alrl\lan, '}"a’:_:’lw't” g o BB, Tant Poad Contact helpine no. 182 or aiway security complains NHM Help Line for Jammu Division: 18001800104; Kashmir Division: 18001800102
V\;gtpe ?’rclgnn%(éti(()); Seifenc Tadepalliqudem, West I (Two Cover System) (Through GoK e-Procurement Portal only) Notice Inviting On-line Proposal(s) from ICMR approved Labs for under-
: A . Godawari District, 534102 1 ; ; i taking RT-PCR Testing, alongwith reporting as per ICMR Testing Protocols
Possession Slip). Finders Godawari _District, 634102 S. E. RAILWAY — TENDER == The Executive Engineer, Mahalakshmipuram Division, BBMP, Bengaluru of Sampios from JAK for COVIDAS on As & When Required Basis'
please inform me at my above cumulative value of Rs e-Tender Notice No. e-Tender/2020/23, = on behalf of the Commissioner, BBMP invites tenders from eligible For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu & Kashmir, online proposals
residence address. 1,00,00,000/- (Rs One Crore) dated 20.07.2020. e-Tender is invited by - p—t contractors for the below mentioned works. are invited for on-line proposal(s) are invited from ICMR approved Labs for
approx. in the name of Smt T — m undertaking RT-PCR Testing, and Reporting, of samples from J&K for COVID-
0040542863-1 Ambika Goenka W/o Tapesh Divisional Railway Manager (Engg), S.E. a SI. | Ward| Approx. Yalue of EMD No. of 19, in time-bound manner, on ‘As & When Required Basis’, as per the terms
; ; Goenka, Ms Apurva Goenka Railway, Kharagpur-721301 for and on No.| No. | work (Rs. in Lakhs) (in Rs.) Works & conditions mentioned in the Notice Inviting Proposals available on the web-
I, Vaibhav Kumar,S/o0 Sh. Arvind ) p! HI . A . .
Kumar ,R/0 HN 343 St No-5 D/o Tapesh Goenka, Bharat behalf of the President of India for the 1st Call site(s) www.jktenders.gov.in and www.jknhm.com
Durgap,uri Extn. Delhi-93. Have i'fs‘m}gngog:ﬁf (B?rhjlz) g’é‘éﬂﬁg following works before 15.00 hrs. on the ﬂl st Cal S.No| Particulars Date/Time
Lost_n_1y Original Marksheet & W/o Sh Bharat Kumar date mentioned against item and will be sulffrmi e 1 43 55.00t0 191.00 | 1,10,000/ to 2,86,500/- 04 1 Date of Publishing SBD 24.07.2020 at 1000 Hrs
ﬁerg';‘;a\t,es 0; gllgslselthh thillIO Goenka, Sh  Kushagra opened at 15.30 hrs. Tender No. : E-KGP- = L 2| M 51.00t0 100.00 | 1,02,000/- to 2,00,000/- 18 2 fsm"v\?fg,"f Downloading SBD 24.07.2020 from 1000 Hrs
0- ‘ear -16 issued by Goenka S/o Sh Tapesh South-16-2020. D inti f Work : -q > rom Website
CBSE. Finder May Cont: Goenka, Sh Tapesh Goenka Szzplying 50mmeZ::Zelo:aord s?(:ne L =] 3 67 52.00 to 100.00 1,04,000/- to 2,00,000/- 08 3 Websites for Downloading SBD www.jktenders.gov.in, www.jknhm.com
9968755047. 0040542861-1 S/o Sh Bharat Kumar Goenka L~ a a 4 |Last Date of Downloading SBD 29.07.202 1400 Hi
— - and in the name of Tapesh machine crushed ballast and loading the . 41 74 80.00 10 200.00 | 1,60,000/- to 3,00,000/ 05 frzfy: Wz;esﬁe ownloading Sl 9.07.2020 upto 1400 Hrs
Lostall Original Propertie Kumar Goenka (HUF) through same into Railway’s wagons/hoppers at : 5 102 51.00 to 100.00 1 ,02,000/' to 2,00,000/' 04 5 Seek Clarification Start Date 24.07.2020 from 1000 Hrs
documents for Property- Tapesh Kumar Goenka Karta Pakur/Bakudih Depot for Kharagpur - — L | ficati
N0.2A/6, 3rd Floor, Ramesh- ,i"- redSideé“T of ?\]304’DN|$¥V Dhvision (1 74,661 C:’m) onder va?l:’e . a 2nd Call 6 Seek Clarification End Date 28.07.2020 upto 1600 Hrs
Nagar, New Delhi-110015 riends Colony, New Delhi- o : : ﬂ 3 3 7 |Pre-Bid Meeting No
favouring Amarjit Kaur W/o 11_00|65 " hasd . been ¥ 19,07,28,065.39. Earnest Money : = L L= 6 | 102 60.00 & 80.00 | 1,20,000~ & 1,60,000/ 02 8 [Website for Submission of Bids www.jktenders.gov.in
late.Dilbag Singh.FIR Lodge oot b doate bes| [ 11.03.700% Completion Period of the —= - Total Number of works 4 (Technical as well as Financial
H . i . 9 Start Date for Submission of Online Bids | 24.07.2020 from 1000 Hrs
Vide LR.N0.423542/2020 efforts. Work : 21 Months. Date of Opening : = Calendar of Events: (1) Tender documents may be downloaded from pomission o e =
Dated:18/07/2020. Founder Police Complaint in this regard 26.08.2020. Bidding Start Date : From ¢ P Kep | httos:// k K . Last d 10 |Last Date for Submission of Online Bids | 29.07.2020 upto 1600 Hrs
inform atabove address or has already been lodged with 12.08.2020 and upto 15.00 hrs. on 26.08. GoK e- 'r0(':urement portal https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in. (2) Last date 11| Date of Opening of Technical Bids 30.07.2020 at 1100 Hrs
Ph.N0-8802606560. grilrne 2ranch Office, Delhi 2020. Interested tenderers may visitwebsite mm— [ e ] for submission of Tender through e-procurement: 05.09.2020 upto 3.00 PM. 12 |Place of Opening of Technical Bids State Health Society, NHM, Regional Institute of
olice. Any person mis-using . p— _hi ; . H Health & Family Welfare, Near Sainik School,
0040542900-1 the original FDR(s) shall be www.ireps.gov.in for full detail/descrip- ‘: (3)_Date of Pre-bid mee_tlng : 20.08._2020 _at 11.30 AM in the above Kandoli Nagrota, Jammu 181221 (J&K)
1, Ankit Pandey S/o Arun Pandey liable ?O face  criminal tion/specification of the tenders and submit office. (4) Date of opening of Technical Bids: 07.09.2020 at 5.00 PM. 13 |Date of Opening of Financial Bids 30.07.2020 at 1500 Hrs
have lost my First Year Btech EL‘:TS:;“:?;W:";” fii):c;inglir‘:g their bids online. In no case manual tenders f— Further details may be obtained from the above office during office hours 14 |Place of Opening of Financial Bids State Health Society, NHM, Regional Institute of
) . ) . . Health & Family Welfare, N inik School,
g'arAk:'I\%%t RICI’(” no- 1413200020, same shall inform  at for these works will be accepted. N.B. : £ on working days or from website https:/feproc.karnataka.gov.in oein Wit eyl
D er o Y- tapesh.goenka@gmail.com Prospective bidders may regularly visit Sd/- Executive Engineer, Mahalakshmipuram Division | |no: susmAmaricovip-1eissts-2s sa-
: and the person shall be www.ireps.gov. in to participate in all _#-. 1 rrr | m - Dated: 23.07.2020 Mission Director
0060075417-1 suitably rewarded. tenders. (PR-1T1) T Pay development charges, help to develop Bengaluru DIP/J-1054-P/20 National Health Mission, Jammu

New Delhi
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Kidnapped
boy rescued
after shootout,
five arrested:

UP Police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JULY 25

VACANCY OF DOCTORS IN RURAL, REMOTE AREAS

Social justice can’t serve interests of
only therich, Patna HC tells state govt

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JULY 25

A DAY after an eight-year-old
boy was kidnapped for a Rs 4
crore ransom by two youths
posing as health workers in
Gonda district, the local police
and Special Task Force on
Saturday rescued him and ar-
rested five people, including a
woman, following an exchange
of fire.

Prashant Kumar, Additional
Director General (Law and
Order), said they received infor-
mation that the kidnappers
were taking the boy to a differ-
ent location in a car from Para
village in Gonda. A police team,
which was sent to the spot,
came under fire. In retaliatory
fire, two men, identified as
Umesh Yadav and Deepu
Kashyap, sustained bullet in-
juries on their legs and are un-
dergoing treatment at a hospi-
tal, said Kumar. The other
arrested persons have been
identified as Suraj Pandey, his
wife Chabbi Pandey and
younger brother Raja Pandey.
All the accused are aged be-
tween 19 and 23 and residents
of Gonda. Raja Pandey runs a
makeshift shop, police said.

“We have rescued the boy
and he is in good health,”
Kumar said.

Circle Officer, Colonelganj,
Kripa Shanker Kannaujia said
they have not found any previ-
ous criminal case against the
accused.

Police have recovered a car,
allegedly used in the crime, and
three pistols from the accused.

“Combing operations are
underway in the area. The ac-
cused are being interrogated
and action will be taken against
those involved in the conspir-
acy,” said Kannaujia.

OBSERVING THAT for justice, tobe
social, it “cannot be limited only
to subserve interest of the afflu-
ent, therichand the empowered”,
the PatnaHigh Court has taken se-
rious exception to vacancy of
5,674 posts of doctors in rural, re-
mote and difficult-to-access areas
inBihar.

The court ordered the state
Chief Secretary to “ensure that va-
cancies in rural/remote/difficult
areas are filled up to the maxi-
mum extent possible, either by
transfer or expediting the process
of recruitment”, once the pan-
demic situation normalises.

The court'sobservations came
ontheBihar government'sinabil-

CHHATTISGARH

ity tofill pending vacancy of 8,768
doctors, out of 11,645 sanctioned
posts. Of these, 5,647 vacancies are
inrural or remote areas.

The direction of the division
bench of ChiefJustice Sanjay Karol
and Justice Sanjay Kumar came
while hearing a Letter of Patent
Appeal on May 28. A copy of the
order, given in a virtual hearing,
has now been released.

On Friday, while hearing a PIL
that soughtdirections to the state
on tackling the pandemic, the di-
vision bench directed the Health
Department to submitareporton
how it has been fighting Covid-19.

The bench said: “It is brought
to our notice that most patients
are either being referred or are
coming by theirownatPatna.Isit
for the reason that there is no facil-
ity at the district/sub-divisional

Locked up in ritual, 45
cows suffocate to death

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR, JULY 25

FORTY-FIVE cows were on
Saturday morning found dead, al-
legedly due to suffocation, after
over 50bovines were locked upin
an old gram panchayat room in
Medhpal village of Bilaspur dis-
trictas part of Roka-Cheka, an age-
old tradition which has now been
made a government scheme, ac-
cording to sources.

During Roka-Cheka, village
elders decide how to stop cattle
from entering farmlands by tak-
ing them to a ‘gothan’ (shelter).

The incident, which comes
days after the state government
launched the Godhan Nyaya
Yojana, has triggered strong reac-
tions from the BJP.

ABVP president booked in
harassment case, outfit
says complaint withdrawn

Complainant says hasn’t technically withdrawn it

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, JULY 25

THE CHENNAI police on Saturday
booked ABVP national president
Dr Subbiah Shanmugaminacase
of allegedly harassing a woman.
However, the student outfit, late
at night, issued a statement say-
ing the complainant, Balaji
Vijayaraghavan, the woman'’s
nephew, has withdrawn the
complaint.

“Misunderstandings between
two families now stand cleared
and all issues between the two
parties have now resolved,” the
ABVP stated.

Vijayaraghavan said the com-
plaint has not been withdrawn
technically, even if there were
talks to this effect on Saturday.
“An FIR has been filed and legal
procedures have to follow,” he
said. “We want police to look at

evidence which were portrayed
asfalse by the accused. During the
process, we may reconsider with-
drawing the complaint for the fact
that the accused is a doctor and
his service may be vital...”

Earlierin the day, a police offi-
cer said Shanmugam was booked
under under IPC Sections 271
(knowingly disobeying rule)and
427 (mischief causing damage),
asalso under Tamil Nadu Women
Harassment (Prevention)Act. The
officer said he will be summoned
forinquiry soon.

The case was registered on
Saturday evening on a petition
filed by a 62-year-old woman at
Adambakkam police station.
Although the complaint was filed
on July 11 by Vijayaraghavan, the
police had only issued a receipt
and delayed registration of FIR.

The incident reportedly fol-
lowed adisagreement over park-
ing slots at their housing society.

76 mishaps in 10 yrs, coal
ash a danger flying under
radar in India, finds study

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

THERE HAVE been 76 major coal
ash pond accidents across the
country in the last 10 years, ac-
cording to a study carried out by
the Health Energy Initiative India
and the Community
Environmental Monitoring.

Besides deaths and loss of
property, the accidents also re-
sulted in extensive pollution of
nearby water resources, air and
soil, the study notes.

The study, titled “Coal Ashin
India - A compendium of
Disasters, Environmental and
Health Risks”, reports that
Jharsusguda in Odisha has had
six major coal fly-ash accidents
from various power plants since
2010. Among other places in
Odisha, it states Sambalpur has
had four such accidents, Talcher
three, Rourkela, Angul,
Dhenkanal and Khaliapali have
had one accident each.

Korba coal and power plant
belt in Chhattisgarh has had nine
major accidents in these years,
and Raigarh in the state three.

Other states where such ac-
cidents have taken place are

Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharasthra,
West Bengal, Jharkhand, Tamil
Nadu and Punjab.

Coal ashis fine grained par-
ticulate matter—a remnant af-
ter pulverised coal is burnt,
along with carbon dioxide and
other gases. Coal ash includes
fly-ash, bottom-ash and scrub-
ber sludge, which are mixed
with water and sent to retain-
ing ponds close to power
plants.

While the study details ma-
jor accidents, it says there are
many “routine” minor accidents
take place continually in these
coal and power plant belts.

According to Shweta
Narayan, coordinator of
Healthy Energy Initiative India:
“While mining and coal burn-
ing have received their fair
share of attention, dangers of
coal ash, and the impacts of its
disposal, are still under the
radar. Public outrage associated
with coal ash pollution remains
limited to big disasters. The
slow poisoning of communities
living around ash containment
ponds goes unnoticed.”

FULL REPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Officials are waiting for the
postmortem report to ascertain
the cause of death and are inves-
tigating who was responsible for
stuffing all the animals inside a
small room.

On Saturday morning, vil-
lagers living near the old gram
panchayat bhawan complained of
astrange smell from the building,
sources said.

“There were 50 animals, out
of which 45 died. We have re-
moved the bodies and we are
waiting for the postmortem. A
case has been registered against
unknown persons under Section
429 (mischief by killing or maim-
ing cattle, etc.) of the IPC and
Section 13 ( destruction of suffer-
ing animals) of the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act,” Bilaspur
IG Dipanshu Kabra said.

Girl who alleged
harassment
killed in Pune

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JULY 25

A17-YEAR-OLD girl who had al-
leged harassment by a local
youth was allegedly killed by
him and two accomplices in
Khed taluka of Pune district on
Friday.

A murder case has been
lodged at a local police station,
and the three youths have been
booked. The police said that
about six months ago, the girl
had told her parents that the
main accused was harassing her,
after which her parents filed a
police complaint.

The police suspect that the
accused and his accomplices
around allegedly intercepted the
girl at a village in Khed taluka at
around 3 pm on Friday. They at-
tacked her with a sharp object,
said police.

The girl suffered a serious
head injury and died. The ac-
cused dumped her body insome
bushes before fleeing.

level, or is it that none is inform-
ing/appraising of availability of
such facility?”

The court asked the depart-
ment to file details before the next
date of hearing on August 7.

Onthe court's May 28 order, a
senior Health Department official
said, “Sanctioned posts of doctors
include about 1,000 specialists.
But no appointment has been
made sofar...”

The court noted that the
Health Department opted not to
grant “incentive of weightage in
marks to be added in computing
the merit” on the basis of National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test to
doctors posted in remote areas.

Observingthat 5,674 out of to-
tal 8,768 vacancies “fall only in dif-
ficult/remote/rural areas”, the
benchstated: “Canawelfare state

adoptsuchastand, moresointhe
absence of any plea or material to
indicate absence of doctors or
higher percentage of vacancy in
urbanareas....If only such benefits
are accorded, would doctors vol-
untary opt to serve the poor..liv-
ing in the remotest corner of the
state?” The court said social jus-
tice is a dynamic device to “miti-
gate sufferings of the poor, weak,
Dalits, tribals and deprived sec-
tions of the society...”.

Itsaid, “Right to good healthis
now a facet of right to life under
Article 21, and when we talk of
justice whichis social, it would in-
clude opportunities of availing fa-
cilities and infrastructure in the
health sector.”

Itsaid, “Social security, justand
humane conditions of work, and
leisure to workman are part of his

meaningful right to life and to
achieve self-expression of his per-
sonality and enjoy the life with
dignity...”

While discussing the state
government’s stand on posting of
doctors in rural areas, the court
observed: “Shockingly, we find
the State to have breached its
dharma of acting in public inter-
est for the benefit of teaming mil-
lions living in rural areas, but also
not maintaining its neutrality, in
accomplishment of constitutional
goals and determination of rights
inter se [among] private parties.
The stand taken is both immoral
andillegal. In fact, we find the de-
partment to have adopted a parti-
san approach, ensuring that the
most marginalised and deprived
onesare notbenefitted of medical
.. facilities in rural parts.”

=

Rhinos outside the office of the Pobitora forest range officer. Express

Assam: Amid prolonged
floods, rhinos of Pobitora
seek shelter in houses

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI, JULY 25

THE RHINO is about thirty feet
from the bathroom, settled in a
spot by the pond in Nripen
Nath's backyard. As it chews on
his gourd vine, grunting occa-
sionally, the 47-year-old and his
two daughters watchssilently, in-
trigued. “I am not scared,” says
Nath, who works as a tour guide.
“Ilove animals.”

The same cannot be said for
his aged parents, who, too, have
been sharing this “Assam-type”
cottage on the fringes of Pobitora
Wildlife Sanctuary with the en-
dangered animal for over a week
now as it takes refuge from the
floods.

“’Chaseitaway, there are chil-
dren in the house’,” Nath recalls
his father saying, when the rhino
ambled in last Friday. But the an-
imal has shown no signs of budg-
ing, except to forage for grass in
the backyard, and on one occa-
sion, destroy his bamboo shed.

InRajamayong village, itis not
only Nath’s home that is witness
to such a curious sight. Sleeping
in the courtyard of 70-year-old
Radhika Devi's house are a female

rhino and her calf, forcing the oc-
cupants to stay indoors from sun-
down every day. “We can’t even
use the bathroom [located out-
side the house] at night,” says a
disgruntled Devi over the phone.

Rhinos straying out of
Pobitora—located on the flood-
plains of the Brahmaputra in
Morigaon district, and sur-
rounded by at least 27 villages—
is not new, especially during the
annual floods when food be-
comes scant inside the sanctuary.

However, this year’s unusu-
ally prolonged deluge—which
has taken 97 lives and affected
nearly 40 lakh people—has re-
sulted in a serious shortage of
food forcing the animals to move
out of the sanctuary for such
long stretches for the first time.

“Itis avery serious problem,”
says MK Yadava, Additional
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests (Wildlife) and Chief
Wildlife Warden, Assam. “For
the first time, we have had to
provide them with grass and
fodder from outside.”

As of Saturday, ninety per
cent of the tiny wildlife sanctu-
ary, which has the highest den-
sity of rhino population in the
the world, remains submerged.

InJuly alone, multiple waves
of floods have submerged it, giv-
ing the animals little time to ad-
just. “In twenty days, there have
been three waves,” says Dr
Bibhab Talukdar, rhino expert
and secretary general of wildlife
NGO Aaranyak. “Usually floods
happenin cycles from June until
mid September, waters recede
for about two-three weeks be-
fore another wave hits the sanc-
tuary. But this time, while one
wave has barely receded, an-
other wave hits.”

On Friday, two rhinos visited
the sanctuary’s range office in
search of food. Since then, Mukul
Tamuly, Range Officer, Pobitora,
has left the gates of his office
open so the rhinos can come
feed themselves as they please.
“We have also cut stacks of grass
and left it out in the open for
them,” he says.

Currently, five rhinos are tak-

PUNJAB GIRL FORCED TO FLEE HOME

After booking minor
for sacrilege, police

set to move Juvenile
Board, cancel FIR

KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR
AMRITSAR, JULY 25

A10-YEAR-OLD Dalit girl who had
to flee her home after being
booked for sacrilege by the
Sangrur police late last month
may finally get toreturn, with the
police planning to move the
JuvenileJustice Board to quash the
case.

Sangrur SSP Sandeep Kumar
Garg said police are investigating
the matter. A police officer said,
“We will move the Juvenile Justice
Board for the cancellation of IR in
aday or two. Ourinvestigation has
found that the incident happened
by mistake.”

It was on June 28 that the the
police booked the girl froma poor
family for allegedly tearing off the
pages of the Guru Granth Sahib at
a village gurdwara. She was
booked under Section 295 (a)fol-
lowing a complaint by members
of the gurdwara managing com-
mittee who claimed they had
seen the deed on the CCTV
footage from the shrine. Following
the case, the girl, her parents and
7-year-old brother were kept in
police custody for five days before
the girl was given bail by the court.
Ever since, she has been staying
witharelative.

Sacrilegeisanincendiaryissue
in the state. An incident of sacri-
lege at Burj Jawahar Singh Wala
village in Bargari, and the subse-
quent firing on protesters at
Behbal Kalanin 2015 continues to
casta shadow onits politics.

On Saturday, the village
sarpanch said: “Villagers have
given it in writing to the Sangrur
police that they have no objection
to the girl’s acquittal if the police
have found her innocent in their
probe.”

Arshbir Singh Johal, legal-
cum-probation officer,
Department of Women and Child

Development, said the FIR itself
was illegal. “No FIR can be regis-
tered againstajuvenile under any
section with a prison term of less
than seven years.”

Inconclusive video

Itwason June 26 thata gurud-
wara priest found torn pages of
the holy book and informed the
managing committee president.
“The CCTV cameras showed the
girl tearing the pages. We asked
herand she confessed to the crime
though she did not give any rea-
sons. Then we informed some
Sikh organisations and police,”
claimed the committee chief.

The sarpanch said they tried to
resolve the matter locally but as
the news spread, the issue spi-
ralled out of control. “It was asen-
sitive matter and police was also
under pressure to take action but
everyone here believes that the
girl tore the pages by mistake. Her
grandfatherisabaptised Sikh. She
may not have even known the

meaning of sacrilege,” the
Sarpanch added.
The CCTV footage The Indian

Express does not show the girl
tearing pages. It simply shows her
picking up acalendar,and thenre-
moving the rumala (cloth) from
the Guru Granth Sahib. What she
does after thisis not clear from the
footage.

The girl’s mother said: “We
pleaded with them not to take any
action, but nobody listened to us.
Ialong with my husband, daugh-
ter and son, who is seven, were
taken to police station, where we
were kept for five days before be-
ing produced in court. My daugh-
ter was granted bail. Then police
told us not toreturn to the village.”

The parents are now wary of
bringing her back. “Nobody has
said a word to us since we came
back, but, sometimes, it hurts the
way people look at us now,” said
the mother.

Anjuman-e-Islamia leader
booked on sedition charges

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 25

ALOCALIleader of the Anjuman-
e-Islamia in Jammu and Kashmir
was Saturday charged with sedi-
tion and other offences after de-
livering a speech in which he
called for people to continue of-
fering prayers at mosques, dis-
missing any threat from the
coronavirus.

Parvaiz Ahmed Sheikh,
president of the Bhaderwah
unit of the organisation, has
been booked under provisions
of section 124 A (sedition), sec-
tion 153 A (promoting enmity

between different groups on
grounds of religion, race, place
of birth), sections 505 B and 188
IPC (disobedience to order
dully promulgated by public
servant), besides the Epidemic
Diseases Act.

He has not been arrested so
far, Bhaderwah SP Raj Singh
Goria said.

During Friday prayers at
Bhaderwah, Parvaiz reportedly
asked people continur offering
Eid prayers at mosques as usual,
saying that the coronavirus
posed no danger. He also report-
edly claimed that Muslims were
facing atrocities during the dur-
ing lockdown.

ing refuge in three homes in
Rajamayong village. “We are
patrolling, creating awareness
among people so they don’t
chase itaway. We will compen-
sate any damage to their
homes,” says Tamuly.
FULL STORY ON
www.indianexpress.com

INDIAN INSTITUTES OF SCIENCE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
(Autonomous Institutions under MHRD, Government of India)
BERHAMPUR | BHOPAL | KOLKATA | MOHALI | PUNE | THIRUVANANTHAPURAM | TIRUPATI

Amendments to BS/BS-MS Admission 2020
Due to Covid-19, the following amendments are made in the IISER Admissions 2020 as one time

exception.

e The cut-off marks in 10+2 or eligibility for [ISER Admissions in 2020 be modified as follows: 60%
marks in aggregate or equivalent grades for General/ OBC and OBC-NCL categories and 55% for
SC/ST/PWD in any boards OR the cut-off marks already announced for each of the boards in the

admission website, whichever s lower.

e Thelastdate for receiving online applications is extended up to 16th August 2020.
Further details can be obtained from the website http://www.iiseradmission.in
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<=z, NETAJI SUBHAS UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY
P (NSUT)
(Formerly Netaji Subhas Institute of Technology (NSIT)
Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Azad Hind Fauz Marg
Sec-3, Dwarka, New Delhi-110078

ADMISSION NOTICE
BACHELOR OF FASHION TECHNOLOGY, 2020-21

Netaji Subhas University of Technology (NSUT), New Delhi has been established as
State University by the Government of NCT of Delhi and is regarded as one of the
premier Technical Universities of India. NSUT was upgraded from “Netaji Subhas
Institute of Technology” (NSIT) in 2018, tracing back 37 years of glorious history of
nurturing some of the finest minds in the country.

NSUT invites online applications for admission to four-year Bachelor of Fashion
Technology (B.F Tech.) programme under the Department of Design.

For detailed information about Eligibility Criteria, Reservation, Admission Procedure,
Counselling Schedule, Application Process etc. Visit University website.

Online Application Process:
¢ Candidates will have to register online at www.nsut.ac.in or
https://imsnsit.org/imsnsit/elearn_ftechregistration.php as per the instructions
given on the website
« All candidates are required to pay a non -refundable registration fee of Rs. 1000/-
ONLINE using Credit Card/Debit Card/Net-Banking
Important Dates:
1 |Start Date for on-line registration.
2 |Last Date for submission of Application form.

DIP/Shabdarth/0174/20-21

July 27, 2020 (Monday)
Aug. 14, 2020 (Friday)
Chairman Admission Committee

Careers

CHOWGULE EDUCATION SOCIETY
invites applications for the post of
PRINCIPAL

for Parvatibai Chowgule College of Arts and Science, Autonomous, Margao, Goa

A. Minimum qualifications and experience:

i) Ph.D.degree

ii) Professor/Associate Professor with a total service/ experience of at least fifteen years
of teaching/research in Universities, Colleges and other institutions of higher education.

iii) A minimum of 10 research publications in peer reviewed journal as approved by Goa
University from time to time or UGC-listed journals out of which at least two should be in
Scopus /Web of Science Journal.

iv) Aminimum of 110 Research Score

Requirements:

i) Minimum of 15 years of Residence in Goa.

ii) Knowledge of Konkani. Additionally, knowledge of Marathi shall be desirable.

B. Scale of Pay: As prescribed by the UGC, Goa University and Directorate of Higher
Education, Govt. of Goa from time to time.

C. Tenure: The term of appointment of Principal shall be for five years, extendable for
another term of five years on the basis of performance assessment by a Committee
appointed by the University, constituted as per these Statutes.

D. (i)Arelaxation of 5% may be provided at the Graduate and Masters level for the Scheduled

Castes/ Scheduled Tribes/ Differently-abled (physically and visually differently-abled)/

Other Backward Classes (OBC) (Non-creamy layer) categories for the purpose of eligibility

and for assessing good academic records during direct recruitment to teaching positions.

The eligibility marks of 55% marks (or an equivalent grade in a point scale wherever

grading system is followed) and the relaxation of 5% to the categories mentioned above

are permissible, based on only the qualifying marks without including any grace mark
procedures.

(iii) Arelaxation of 5% shall be provided, from 55% to 50% of the marks to the Ph.D. Degree
holders, who have obtained their Master's Degree prior to 19 September, 1991.

(iv) Arelevantgrade, which is regarded as equivalent of 55% wherever the grading system
is followed by a recognized university, shall also be considered eligible.

E. Applications should contain following information: full name, address, age with date of
birth, educational qualifications with marks and percentage, teaching experience etc.
Applications, along with certified photocopies of relevant documents should reach
within 20 days from the date of publication of advertisement to the Vice President,
Chowgule Education Society, Chowgule House, Mormugao Harbour, Goa 403803.
Applicants should bring Original Certificates and relevant documents at the time of
interview. Interviews may be held through video conferencing also.

(i

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

OF CENTRAL GOODS & SERVICES TAX, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
BLOCK 'C' & 'D', NEW C.G.O., COMPLEX, NH IV, FARIDABAD (HR)

"PENSION ADALAT"

Central GST Commssionerate Faridabad, Government of India
will hold "Pension Adalat" on 30.07.2020 (Thursday) at 12:00 P.M for
redressal of grievances of pensioners of erstwhile Central Excise &
Service Tax Commissionerate, Faridabad-I&Il (Now Central GST
Commissionerate, Faridabad)if any.

Venue : Conference Hall, Block - 'C' New CGO Complex, NH-IV, NIT

Faridabad -SD/-
COMMISSIONER
(Central Goods & Services Tax, Faridabad)

VICE PRESIDENT

'
&h
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
COMBINED ANM ENTRANCE EXAMINATION 2020-22
RURAL HEALTH TRAINING CENTRE,
NAJAFGARH, NEW DELHI-110043
AND
LADY READING HEALTH SCHOOL,
BARA HINDU RAO, DELHI-110 006
Online application are invited for Diploma in ANM
Training Course 2020-2022 for female candidates,
who are bonafide resident of Delhi. The application
must be submitted from 26th July 2020 to 05th
September 2020 (up to 12.00 Midnight) through website
www.rhtcnajafgarh.in

The detailed information is available on the website.
davp 17103/11/0001/2021

Date : 24.07.2020

New Delhi
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EcoNOMY

CrUDE WATCH
OIL UP ON STRONG ECONOMIC DATA

New York: Oil prices rose on Friday, lifted by some supportive economic
data, but tensions between the US and China limited gains.Brent
crude futures rose 3 cents to settle at $43.34 a barrel. US West Texas
Intermediate crude futures rose 22 cents at $41.29 a barrel. REUTERS

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

MOVE TO. ENSURE FINANCIAL STABILITY OF ISLAND NATION, BA.DLY HIT -BY COVID ICICI Bank I’Oﬁt rises 36%
RBI signs $400 mn currency swap with SriLanka y

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 25

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
has signed an agreement for ex-
tending a $400-million currency
swap facility to Sri Lanka to boost
the foreign reserves and ensure fi-
nancial stability of the country,
which is badly hit by the COVID-
19 pandemic.

The Indian High Commission
in Colombo said the currency
swap arrangement will remain
available till November 2022. Sri
Lanka in April said it was set to
enterinto an agreement with the
RBI for a currency swap worth
$400 million under the South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) frame-
work. Sri Lankan President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa had made
anadditional request to India for

—— BRIEFLY —

Stressed HFCs,
NBFCs seek
{14K crsupport

New Delhi: Financing re-
quests of close to Rs 14,000
crore have been received un-
derthe Rs 30,000-crore spe-
cial liquidity scheme for
stressed NBFCs and HFCs
whose financial health dete-
riorated further due to the
COVID-19 crisis, the Finance
Ministry said. The scheme
was launched onJuly 1.

Mindspace
Business
Parks REIT

New Delhi: Mindspace
Business Parks REIT, owned
by K Raheja group and
Blackstone, has raised Rs
2,644 crore fromanchorand
strategic investors ahead of
its public issue that will hit
the capital market on
Monday. Mindspace has
proposed to raise up to Rs
4,500 crore from the public
issue. PTI

‘Japan, Britain
to protect
encryption’

Tokyo:JapanandBritainhave
agreed not to force theircom-
paniestodisclose algorithms
orsetuplocaldataservers,as
partof talks aimed at a bilat-
eral trade deal, the Nikkei said
Saturday.REUTERS

Shibulal family
sells85lakh
Infy shares

Bengaluru: Family members
of Infosys co-founder SD
Shibulal have sold 85 lakh
shares of the company
worth Rs 777 crore, accord-
ing toregulatory documents.
Aseparate statementissued
by Shibulal’s family office
said the proceeds will be
utilised for philanthropicand
investment  activities.
Shibulal’s son Shreyas sold
40lakh shares, “representing
0.09 per cent of Infosys Ltd
by way of sale on the plat-
form of the stock exchange
onJuly 22,23 and 24,2020,”
as per exchange filing, PTI

AVAILABLETILL NOVEMBER 2022

B The Indian High
Commission in Colombo
said the currency swap
arrangement will remain
available till November
2022.

M Sri Lanka in April said it
was set to enter into an
agreement with the RBI for
acurrency swap worth
$400 million under the
South Asian Association for

Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) framework.
Lankan President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa had made an
additional request to India
for a special $1.1 billion
currency swap facility in
May.

W The RBI also offers similar
swap lines to central banks
in the SAARC region within
atotal corpus of $2 billion.

a special $1.1-billion currency
swap facility in May.

“Reserve Bank of India signs
document for $400 million cur-
rency swap facility to Sri Lanka till
Nov 2022,” the Indian Mission
tweeted. “After debt repayment
rescheduling discussions yester-

day, this development is another
example of India’s strong com-
mitment to work with #lka in
post #COVID19SL economic re-
covery,” it said. While Sri Lanka’s
forex reserves were at $ 6.7 billion
in June 2020, India’s forex re-
serves were at a record high of §

517.63 billion as of July 17.

In the swap arrangement, a
country provides dollars to a for-
eign central bank, which, at the
same time, provides the equiva-
lent funds in its currency to the
former, based on the market ex-
change rate at the time of the
transaction. The parties agree to
swap back these quantities of
their two currencies at a specified
date in the future, which could be
the next day or even two years
later, using the same exchange
rate as in the first transaction. In
Sri Lanka’s case, it's more than
two years.

The RBI also offers similar
swap lines to central banks in the
SAARC region within a total cor-
pusof $2 billion. Under the frame-
work for 2019-22, the RBI will
continue to offer a swap arrange-
ment within the overall corpus of
$2 billion. Other countries can

withdraw funds in the US dollar,
the euro, or the Indian rupee. This
facility originally came into oper-
ation on November 15, 2012 to
provide abackstop line of funding
for short-term foreign exchange
liquidity requirements or balance
of payment crises until longer
term arrangements were made.

India already has a $75 billion
bilateral currency swap line with
Japan, which has the second high-
est dollar reserves after China.

These swap operations carry
no exchange rate or other market
risks, as transaction terms are set
inadvance. The absence of an ex-
change rate risk is the major ben-
efit of such a facility. This facility
provides the country, whichis get-
ting the dollars, with the flexibility
to use these reserves at any time
in order to maintain an appropri-
ate level of balance of payments
or short-term liquidity.

New public procurement restrictions: How
they target China & what are the exceptions?

AANCHALMAGAZINE
&SUNNYVERMA
NEW DELHI,JULY 25

AFTER A series of measures to pre-
vent influx of Chinese products
and investments into India, the
government has now amended
the General Financial Rules, 2017
to impose curbs on public pro-
curement from bidders of coun-
tries which share a land border
withIndia. This latest move by the
government, on grounds of de-
fence and national security, is ex-
pected to affect mainly Chinese
entities as countries towhich lines
of credit or development assis-
tance has been extended are ex-
empted from the fresh restric-
tions.

Whatis the new order?

Any bidder from countries
which share land borders with
Indiawill be eligible only if itis reg-
istered with the Registration
Committee constituted by the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT)and will be required to take
mandatory political and security
clearance from the Ministries of
External and Home Affairs, re-
spectively. The central govern-
ment has also directed state gov-
ernments toimplement this order
for all public procurement.

Apart from attached min-

istries and departments and sub-
ordinate bodies, this new order
will be applicable to all au-
tonomous bodies, public sector
banks and financial institutions,
central public sector enterprises,
public private partnerships receiv-
ing financial support from the
government or public sector un-
dertakings, union territories and
National  Capital
Territory (NCT) of
Delhi and the linked
agencies.

Whatare the
exceptionsto the
order?
Relaxationwillbe
provided for procurement of
medical supplies for containment
of COVID-19 global pandemic till
December 31. Also, the order for
prior registration will notapply for
countries to which the
Government of India extends
lines of credit or provides devel-
opment assistance, even if it
shares aland border with India.
India shares its border with
China, Nepal, Bhutan, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Myanmar. As per
official data, out of these land-
border sharing countries, the gov-
ernment has extended lines of
credit to Bangladesh, Nepal,
Myanmar, exempting them from
this new order. India has ex-
tended lines of credit totalling
$30.59 billion with 64 countries

EXPLAINED

—including 41 from Africa.

This order will also not apply
to cases where orders have been
placed or contract has been con-
cluded or letter of acceptance has
beenissued, but new tenders will
be covered under this order. Also,
if the first stage of evaluation of
qualifications has not been com-
pleted in the already invited ten-

ders, bidders not reg-
istered under the
new order will be
treated as not quali-
fied.

Whatare the
. previous anti-
China measures?

The government has been tak-
ingaseriesinrecentmonthstore-
strict the inflow of Chinese invest-
ments and products in the
country.

On June 23, the government
made it mandatory for sellers on
the Government e-Marketplace
(GeM) portal to clarify the coun-
try of origin of their goods when
registering new products. The
GeM portal now allows buyers to
reserve a bid for Class I local sup-
pliers, or suppliers of those goods
with more than 50 per cent local
content. For bids below Rs 200
crore, only Class I and Class Il
(those with more than 20 per cent
local content) are eligible.

The government had also an-
nounced an interim ban on 59

apps with Chinese links including
TikTok, Sharelt, UC Browser,
CamScanner and WeChat citing
“emergent threats” to the coun-
try’s sovereignty and national se-
curity.

Following the clashes be-
tween Indian and Chinese troops
in Galwan Valley on June 15, the
government had also pushed for
“Atmanirbhar Bharat”, which
prompted several government
departments to launch an offen-
sive against imports from China.
At$70.32billionin2018-19and $
62.38 billion between April 2019
and February 2020, China ac-
counts for the highest proportion
of goods imported into India
(around 14 per centin 2019-2020
sofar).

Earlier in April, the govern-
ment had amended the FDI rules
mandating prior approval for in-
vestment by entities in countries
thatshareland borders with India.
The move came days after China’s
central bank, the People’s Bank of
China(PBoC), raised its sharehold-
ing in Housing Development
Finance Corporation (HDFC) to
over one per cent.

The government stated that
prior approval was compulsory
for foreign investments from all
the countries sharing borders
with India to prevent “oppor-
tunistic takeovers” of domestic
firms following the COVID-19
pandemic.

COVID-19 ImpACT

‘Consumers cautious about
spending amid pandemic’

Consumers are cautious about spending amid the
pandemic, with 78 per cent of respondents claiming to
reduce discretionary spending, as per a KPMG survey

- 3§t F

The 2 0-3 O age band is more optimistic on discretionary
spending, while spending habits reduced considerably among
both male (76 per cent) and female (82 per cent) consumers

51%

OF RESPONDENTS FEEL
THATTHEIMPACT OF COVID-
19 WILL BE SHORT-LIVED
ANDNORMALCYISNOTFAR

78%

OF RESPONDENTSCLAIMTO
REDUCE ON DISCRETIONARY
SPENDING. TIER-IL,-IIICITIES
ARE MORE POSITIVE

Consumers in tier-ll and tier-ll
cities were almost two-times
more optimistic on spending
habits than those in tier-I

229% consumers in tier-1l and
30 per cent consumers in tier-
Il feel that their spending will
eitherincrease or remain the
same as prior to COVID-19

499% respondents, in the next
three months, intend to spend

uptoRs 5,000, across
categories which makes this
the most popular basket value

Consumers in tier-lll cities
were 1.4 times more inclined
towards spending on apparel
than those in tier-I cities for
spending more than Rs 5,000

SHIFT TOONLINE:
M Preference for e-channels saw
1.6 timesgrowth  Source: KPMG/PTI

M aIeS inten d to splurge more than females in the
spending range of over Rs 5,000 with 60 per cent of males
intending to shell out up to Rs 5,000 in skin care and cosmetics

Patient groups allege lack of enforcement on

COV

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI,JULY 25

LACK OF transparency in the Delhi
government’s enforcement of its
rate caps on COVID-19 treatment
has left patients running from pil-
lar to post to get their grievances
related to overcharging addressed.

Relatives of atleast five COVID-
19 patients treated in private hos-
pitals in the national capital after
the Delhi Health and Family
Welfare Department notified
maximum treatment package
rates for Covid related treatments
claimed, during a virtual press
briefing on Saturday, that they had
been overcharged. In addition to
this, the relatives detailed difficul-
ties with getting their complaints

addressed by the government,
with some even stating they re-
sorted to relying on members of
political parties to help themraise
their issues with the government
or the hospital. While all five pa-
tients have lodged complaints
with the hospitals and govern-
ment authorities, only two of the
five have beenresolved “afteralot
of effort”, said Malini Aisola of pa-
tient activist group All India Drug
Action Network, who has aided
several patients in addressing con-
cernsrelated to overcharging dur-
ing this time.

Around 20 civil society groups
on Saturday wrote to Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal seeking
not only action on such patient
complaints, butalso the establish-
ment of a mechanism to address

patient complaints and proactive
steps to audit private facilities.
“The government must insti-
tute a formal grievance redressal
mechanism for timely redressal of
formal complaints against private
hospitals,” stated the groups in
their letter. It has also soughtalive
database that is publicly available
and provides details of complaints
filed, including date, name of the
hospital and details of action taken.
One of the reasons that pa-
tients have had to struggle with
overcharging is because there is
currently no mechanism in place
for grievance redressal to which
they can direct complaints about
being overcharged, said Aisola.
“Even civil society bodies like
ours have had to do a lot of guess
work in finding out who these pa-

rate caps at Delhi hospitals, write to CM

tients can submit their complaints
to. Please tell me why the patients
are having todeal directly withthe
hospitals without any governmen-
tal intervention? In every single
case, the familyis runningaround,”
she said. Emailed queries to Delhi
Health Minister Satyendar Jainand
Principal Health Secretary Vikram
Dev Dutt on Saturday evening
about theseissues remained unan-
swered by press time.

“Because patients are often un-
successful at dealing with power-
fulhospitals or have constraintsin
pursuing complaints when the pa-
tientisadmitted or criticallyill, the
government must proactively en-
force such as through audits, issu-
ing of warning letters and penal-
ising hospitals for transgressions,”
said Aisola.

on stake sales in subsidiaries

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 25

AIDED BY profits from stake
sales in subsidiaries, private
lender ICICI Bank on Saturday
reported a 36 per cent increase
in standalone net profit at Rs
2,599 crore for the quarter
ended June 30, 2020 as against
a net profit of Rs 1,908 crore in
the year-ago period.

Total income during the
quarter rose to Rs 26,066 crore
from Rs 21,405.50 crore a year
earlier, the bank said. The bank
sold equity shares representing
3.96 per cent in ICICI Lombard
General Insurance and 1.50 per
cent in ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance for a total considera-
tion of Rs 3,092.93 crore.

According to the bank, the

TOTAL INCOME

126,066 cr

W Total income during the
quarter rose to Rs 26,066 crore
from Rs 21,405.50 crore a year
earlier, the bank said.

impact of the COVID-19 pan-
demic on the bank is highly un-
certain and will depend on the
ongoing spread of COVID-19, the
effectiveness of current and fu-
ture steps taken by governments
and central banks to mitigate the
economic impact, steps taken by
the bank and the time it takes for
economic activities to return to
pre-pandemic levels.

“The bank’s capital and lig-
uidity position is strong and

Central trade unions seek
President intervention in
providing relief to workers

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 25

TEN CENTRAL trade unions have
written to President Ram Nath
Kovind to direct Centre and states
to undertake measures for work-
ersincluding providing free ration
and agrant of Rs 7,500 per month
for six months to all non-income
taxpayers, toissue Aadhaar-linked
identification cards to all workers
for social security benefits along
with putting on hold any labour
law amendments through execu-
tive orders and ordinances.

In a letter dated July 24, the
unions — INTUC, AITUC, HMS,
CITU, AIUTUC, TUCC, SEWA, AIC-
CTU, LPE, UTUC — have stated that
the “sudden and unplanned na-
tional lockdown” imposed by the
government affected working
people, with the migrant workers
being the worst affected among
them,adding that the dependent’s
of those migrant workers due to
the sudden lockdown in March
need to be adequately compen-
sated. They have alsoraised theis-
sue of non-payment of dues to
ASHA workers.

The unions have asked for cre-
ation of aRs 10,000-crore fund for
implementing social security
measures under the provisions of
Unorganised Sector Workers’
Social Security Act along with

The unions have also
asked for creation of a
10,000 crore fund for
implementing social
security measures

suggesting payments to workers
who are in the non-income tax
paying category. “To pay every
non-income tax paying personRs
7,500 per month for the next six
months and pension of Rs 3,000
per month linked to cost of living
to all above 60 years of age,” the
letter said.

The unions furtherasked toin-
crease Budgetary allocation forim-
plementation of National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act,2005,
and the daily wage should be en-
hanced from Rs 202 to Rs 500.
Some of the other demands of the
unions include demand for can-
cellation of privatisation of trans-
port, LIC, banks, insurance, coal,
BPCL, Air India, airports, telecom,
ports and dock and municipal
services along with demanding
withdrawal of the move for corpo-
ratisation of railway production
units and handing over 109 rail-
way routes to private sector and
privatization of railway stations,
and put on hold any labour law
amendments through codification
of all labour laws into four codes.

would continue to be the focus
area for the bank during this pe-
riod. During the June quarter, the
bank has made an additional
COVID-19-related provision
amounting to Rs 5,550 crore. As
of June 30, 2020, the bank held
COVID-19-related provision of
Rs 8,275 crore,” it said.

The bank’s gross non-per-
forming assets were at Rs
40,386 crore, or 5.46 per cent of
advances, as of June 2020, as
against Rs 45,763 crore, or 6.49
per cent, a year ago.

“The year-on-year growth
in domestic advances was 10
per cent as of June 2020. The
growth in the retail loan port-
folio was 11 per cent year-on-
year as of June 2020, including
non-fund outstanding, retail
was 54.4 per cent of the total
portfolio,” it said.

India, UK ‘affirm
commitment’

to FTA, Early
Harvest deals in
staged manner

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,JULY 25

INDIA AND the UK have affirmed
their commitment to negotiate a
free trade agreement (FTA) witha
view to further strengthen eco-
nomic ties, the Commerce
Ministry said on Saturday.

Theissue wasdiscussedinthe
14th Joint Economic and Trade
Committee meeting between the
countries Friday. It was co-chaired
by Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal and UK
Secretary of State for International
Trade Elizabeth Truss. They were
assisted by Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry Hardeep
Singh Puriand his UK counterpart,
Ranil Jayawardena.

Goyal and Truss “affirmed their
shared commitmenttoanFTAand
towards that, Early Harvest dealsin
a staged manner,” the Ministry
said.Itadded Puriand Jayawardena
will have monthly meetings to in-
tensify the dialogue. ltwasalsode-
cided that a meeting led by Goyal
and Truss will be held in Autumn
2020to carry forward the dialogue.
In an FTA, two trading partners
eliminate or reduce import duties
on the maximum number of
goods traded between them.

CERC plans to ease norms for renewable
energy projects to get ISTS connectivity

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 25

THE CENTRAL Electricity
Regulatory Commission (CERC)
has eased the requirements for re-
newable energy projects to get
connectivity to the Inter-State
Transmission System (ISTS), ac-
cording to new draft procedures
released on this matter.

According to the new
Detailed Procedure for “Grant of
Connectivity to Projects Based on
Renewable Sources to Inter-State
Transmission System”, an entity
issued the Letter of Award by, or
in a Power Purchase Agreement
(PPA) with, a Renewable Energy
Implementing Agency or distri-
bution licensee consequent to
tariff based competitive bidding
will be eligible for Stage-II con-
nectivity.

Thebankguarantee (ConnBG)
for Stage-Il connectivity hasbeen
reduced to Rs 50 lakh (Conn BG-
1)and Rs 3 crore (Conn BG-2) for
connectivity quantums of 132 kV
to 330 kV. The bank guarantee
amount for quantums up to 300
kV earlier was Rs 5 crore. For 400
kV, Conn BG-1 will be Rs 50 lakh
and Conn BG-2 Rs 6 crore.

Depending on whether the
entity satisfies certain criteria, the
grantee for Stage-II connectivity
will be required to complete the
dedicated transmission lines and
pooling substations on or before
the scheduled date of commercial
operation of the generation proj-
ector sixmonths after the sched-
uled date of commercial opera-
tion. The connectivity shall be
revoked and Conn-BG1 and
Conn-BG2 encashed in the event
that the grantee is unable to ad-
here to the timelines.

Door-to-door diesel delivery push: Startups
to submit applications to state-run OMCs

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI,JULY 25

DOOR-TO-DOOR DELIVERY of
diesel is set to expand signifi-
cantly, with leading state-owned
oil marketing companies (OMCs)
Indian Oil Corporation (I0C),
Bharat Petroleum Corporation
Ltd (BPCL) and Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(HPCL) seeking applications from
startups to provide this service.
The three OMCs have called for
expressions of interest (Eols) from
startups recognised by the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) to apply for agreements
for door-to-door delivery of diesel
using mobile petrol pumps.
Industry sources told The

NUMBER OF PETROL
PUMPS SET TORISE

B OMCs expect that
agreements with
startups will push the
number of mobile
petrol pumps in India to
grow by four-five times
t01,000-1,500 pumps
withinayear from the
estimated 200-300
pumps at present.

Sunday Express that the govern-
ment “nudged” the state-owned
OMCs to restrict the eligibility to
startups to boost entrepreneur-
ship in the country. OMCs expect
that agreements with startups
will push the number of mobile

New Delhi

petrol pumps in India to grow by
four-five times to 1,000-1,500
pumps within ayear from the es-
timated 200-300 pumps at pres-
ent. I0C started door-to-door de-
livery of dieselin Punein 2018.The
three OMCs had planned to ex-
pand the size of their mobile
diesel delivery fleet to 500 mobile
petrol pumps across the country
by FY20-end.

“There is an estimated latent
demand of around 300-400 TKL
(thousand kilolitre) per month for
door to door delivery of diesel or
around 5 per cent of the total de-
mand,” said an official at a major
OMC. Door-to-door diesel deliv-
ery will benefit users of station-
ary equipment like generator sets,
mobile towers, users of earth
moving equipment and heavy
machinery.

On the specific request of the
connectivity grantee, and for the
purpose of optimal utilisation of
transmission infrastructure, the
Central Transmission Utility (CTU)
may, after consultation with the
connectivity grantee(s) con-
cerned, carry out rearrangement
or shifting of the connectivity
across different bay(s) of the same
substation, according to the draft
amendments.

AStage-I connectivity grantee
or applicants seeking Stage-land
Stage-II connectivity simultane-
ously may also be able to share a
transmission line with another
Stage-Il connectivity grantee, pro-
vided thereisaduly signed agree-
ment between the two todo so.

CERC has invited comments,
suggestions and objections from
stakeholders on the provisions
proposed to be amended on or
before August 16, 2020.

‘Boeing to delay
777X as demand
drops for big jets’

REUTERS
SEATTLE/PARIS, JULY 25

BOEING COis preparing to delay
its all-new 777X jet by several
months or up to a year, three
people familiar with the matter
said, as the COVID-19 crisis ex-
acerbates a drop in demand for
the industry’s largest jetliners.

Boeing hopes to bring the jet
to market as passenger travel
Orebounds after a downturn
caused by the pandemic. It
would also hope for a detente in
a trade war between
Washington and Beijing, which
has sidelined crucial Chinese
aircraft buyers. Delay could also
cause problems in Boeing’s sup-
ply chain.
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‘Bigger temple,
3 domes, double
the sandstone’

LEENAMISRA

OMETIMEIN 1990, Chandrakant

Sompura first visited Ayodhya

with then chief of the Vishwa

Hindu Parishad (VHP), Ashok

Singhal. Sompura, who was 47
and belongs to a family of temple architects,
recalls how the disputed site resembled a
“military camp”. “I had to go inside without
any measuring instruments, and take the di-
mension of the sanctum sanctorum count-
ing my footsteps,” he says.

That was the first time “a temple at the
birthplace of Lord Ram” — by thena symbol
at the centre of amovement that would go
on toredefine Indian politics — took shape in
his head, Sompura says. “That place certainly
had some vibration...,” he says,now 77 and
the patriarch of the family-run Ahmedabad-
based firm ‘C B Sompura, Temple Architects’,
which is helming the Ram temple project.

After decades of tumult, including the
destruction of the Babri Masjid and pro-
tracted court battles,in November last year,
the Supreme Courtruled that the entire dis-
puted land be handed over to a trust to be
constituted for the construction of a Ram
temple. The trial in the demolition case con-
tinues to be heard in a special CBI court.

With the temple project setto be inaugu-
rated with a bhoomi pujan on August 5, with
an expected 200 people in attendance, in-
cluding Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the
Sompurasadmittoasense of “relief” — that
“things are finally moving”.

Atthe Sompuras’ office ina commercial
part of Ahmedabad, a couple of men work
on a 3D design on their computer. It is the
design of the new, “bigger” Ram Mandir.

The new design was finalised atameet-
ing of the Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust, the body formed to facilitate construc-
tion of the Ram temple, on July 18.

Ahuge bust of Prabhashankar Sompura,
Sompura’s grandfather whois credited with
building the Somnath temple at Prabhas
Patan, greets visitors at the reception.

Sitting in his cabin, Sompura’s son
Ashish, 49, who handles the site plan of the
temple projectand was at the July 18 meet-
ing of the Trust, says that when the family
began working on the temple soon after his
father's visit to the site in 1990, as a temple
project commissioned by the VHP, it was
much smaller in ambition and scale.

Admitting that the project picked pace
after the Babri demolition, he says, “Height
tab aayajab dhanchagira(the peak came af-
ter the mosque fell on December 6, 1992).
The publicity...(the movement got)... that’s
when we realised it's a big deal.”

Between 1992 and 1996, work went on
infullswing at the workshopin Ayodhyarun
by the VHP-affiliated Ram Janmabhoomi
Nyas. But then the VHP ran out of funds and
gotbogged down with the cases, says Ashish,
and, as aresult, work slowed down.

Trained in architecture at the B C Patel
School of Architecture in Anand, it was
Ashish who moved the Sompura drawing
board outside of their home in Naranpura
area of Ahmedabad for the first time.

“When we were growing up, the Ram
temple was just another of the various proj-
ects my father had designed, not such a big
deal,” says Ashish. “Clients would drop in
late because they knew he would be there.
Ashok Singhalji once remarked, ‘Sompuraji,
how many temples must you have built
from this 10x12 feetroom!’,” he says,adding
that the senior Sompura still does the de-
sign and takes the final call.

Sompura senior claims to have picked
his architecture skills from his ancestors
“who were taught the art of temple build-
ing by the divine Vishwakarma”. His sons
and grandchildren though have relied on
more formal training. Ashutosh, 28, son of
Sompura’s elder son Nikhil, is a civil engi-
neer and now in the family business.

Sompura remembers the late prime
minister PV Narasimha Rao once calling him
toaskifaRam temple could be built without
destroying the mosque, which was the stand
of the Congress government of the time.

Says Sompura, “We made a model, with
the three domes of the mosque intact, and
the temple on the side. Devotees could of-
fer prayers at the janmasthan on the dis-

AYODHYA 2.0.2.0

The Ram temple has been on Chandrakant Sompura’s drawing board for close to 30 years. As the plan
begins to take shape, with a bhoomi pujan planned for Aug 5, The Sunday Express meets the
Ahmedabad-based architect and visits Ayodhya, a town dressing up for the big day

With designs for “200 temples” beween them, it’s all in the family for the
Ahmedabad-based Sompuras, led by patriarch Chandrakant (centre). javed Raja

The site in Dhannipur near Ayodhya for a mosque has seen little movement.
More than Aug 5, the village’s eyes are fixed on rising Covid cases. Avaneesh Mishra

EXPLAINED

o
Thelongroad

THE BHOOMI Pujan at Ayodhya
marks the laying of the first brick
amidst an altered political reality
inIndia. Coming as it does after a
protracted legal battle that ended
in the Supreme Court handing
over the disputed land to the
Hindu side, will this mark the end
of one of the most turbulent chap-
ters in Indian politics? Or does it
lay open new insecurities?

puted site and then come to the temple,
like in Mathura. But the VHP argued thata
birth place is just a 6’x3’ space. If the tem-
ple is not built at the actual site, it doesn’t
matter to us whether it is built on the banks
of the Sarayu or in Ahmedabad.”

That their project will take shape
where the Babri once stood, that its dem-
olition set off communal violence and led
toloss of lives across the country, that ear-
lier BJP governments were forced to shelve
itciting coalition dharma — the Sompuras
try not to bother with all that much.

“The violence in which so many lives
were lost, should not have happened,” he
says whenasked aboutit. “Butitis alsoafact
that foreigners invaded us, destroyed our
homes (ancient temples)and tried to spread
their religion. That was also wrong. Look at
how many times Somnath was destroyed....”

The senior Sompura then sits down to
talk about the new version of the temple —
“so grand that [ have forgotten the old de-
sign” — one that will be built in the Nagar
shaili (style), with a temple tower over the
sanctum sanctorum. Sompura says Ashish
has been invited to Ayodhya on August 5 to
make a presentation on the temple plan.

In the new design, three domes have
been added — one in front, and two at the
sides; the number of columns have gone up
fromabout 160to 366; and the width of the
stairway has been expanded from 6 feet to
16 feet. The height of the temple has been
increased from 141 to 161 feet.

The sanctum sanctorum will be octago-
nal in keeping with the design by the shas-
tras for temples dedicated to Lord Vishnu.

Four other shrines dedicated to Sita,
Lakshman, Ganesh and Hanuman, and
other deities, will be part of the complex.

While the original design would have
used upto 3 lakh cubic feet of sandstone, that
will now have to be doubled, says Ashish.

While the Sompuras estimate the con-
struction to be completed in three-and-a-
halfyears, they fear the pandemic will push
the deadline back by another six-eight
months.The VHP had outsourced the build-
ing of the temple to three contractors, who
have now been replaced by Larsen & Toubro.

Ashish says thatwhen he lastvisited the
site on July 18, L&T had already evened out
the land.

While the temple is undoubtedly the
most high-profile of the 200-odd temples
that the Sompuras have built, they say that
for them, emotionally, the Somnath tem-
ple is as special. “Our family is connected
with both these temples. For us as a fam-
ily, that is the biggest source of happiness
and pride,” says Ashish.

In town, waiting
for tourists as
much as temple

AVANEESHMISHRA

ABU LALTailors is a small hole-

in-the-wall shop with twonoisy

sewing machines and a shiny

cloth strung from clotheslines.

Yet, in a low-business season
amidst the coronavirus pandemic, Bhagwat
Prasad Pahadi, 55, and his younger brother
Shankar Lal, 50, are among the busiest in
Ayodhya. They are, afterall, the Lord’s tailors
—and now, they have a deadline.

With the August 5 bhoomipujan date for
the construction of the Ram temple ap-
proaching, they have to ensure Ram Lalla
and other deities at the makeshift temple
have their attire ready.

In Ayodhya, a town catapulted to the cen-
tre of India’s politics with the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement, the demolition
of the Babri Masjid and the long, legal bat-
tlein courts, life has largely revolved around
the makeshift temple site, a string of other
small temples, and the shops selling devo-
tional cassettes and puja paraphernalia. The
Covid pandemic brought this economy toa
halt, with the tourists, who used to number
60-70,000 a day, now reduced to about a
hundred. The August 5 date has now briefly
lifted spirits.

“For decades, we have been waiting for
this day. It's finally here,” says Bhagwat.

He says the deities’ attire is ritually
changed every day, with colours assigned
for specific days of the week. With August
5 a Wednesday, the deities are to be

TEMPLE TIMELINE

NOV 9, 2019: SC delivers verdict
in Ram temple case

FEB 5, 2020: Union Cabinet
clears formation of temple Trust

FEB 5: Govt allots five acres of
land for construction of a
mosque in Ayodhya’s Dhannipur

FEB 24: Uttar Pradesh Sunni
Central Waqf Board accepts land
allotted by government

MARCH 25: Ram Lallaidol
shifted to a temporary location
in the presence of Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath

JULY 22: Trust says bhoomi pujan
on Aug 5, expected to be
attended by PM Modi

clothed in green. A set of clothes for all the
deities, including the cloth on which the
idolis placed and the curtain behind, costs
between Rs 2,500 and Rs 5,100, says
Bhagwat. This year, they have been paid
by one Rama Dal Trust, a private religious
organisation that is among several joining
in the celebrations.

Despite the enthusiasm among small-
time organisations, the Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust itself is tight-lipped,
only letting out that a total of 200 people, in-
cluding 150 invitees, will be allowed for the
ceremony, with the “muhurat” lasting 32
seconds starting 12.15 pm.

“Prime Minister Modi will be given
chandan and prasad and if he wishes to
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A computerised 3D view
of the Ram temple

worship at the temple, we will help him
do so with flowers to be offered to Ram
Lalla,” says chief priest Satyendra Das.

With the makeshift temple site being
levelled, the Ram Lalla idol has moved to a
spotaround 300 metres away. The idol itself
now sits in a cabin of wood and glass — an
upgrade from the tent it was in for decades.

“We have been told there will be 200
people. We will have to ensure that social
distancing norms are followed,” says a sen-
ior official in the district administration.

Around a kilometre away, at the
karyashala(workshop) of the VHP-affiliated
ShriRam Janambhoomi Nyas, where work-
ers have been chiselling away since the
1990s, the moss-covered bricks and sand-
stone pillars are being moved around, pos-
sibly for the first time in years.

While ateam of restoration experts from
the Delhi-based KLA Construction
Technologies has been working at the site for
40days,another team has arrived from Surat.

Says Sanjay Jadia, Project Manager of
KLA, “We have to use different chemicals de-
pending on the extent of damage — it may
take a few hours or even six-seven days.”

Kameshwar Chaupal, a member of the
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust
saysitwasrecently decided that the temple
would be grander and bigger than originally
planned — from the earlier planned con-
structed area of 27,000 sqft to 52,442 sqft.

Walking on the empty road leading to
Hanuman Garhi temple, Abhishek Pandey;,
16, a tourist guide, says the pandemic has
been “terrible” for Ayodhya’s economy.

Ason July 24, the district had recorded
743 Covid cases, with 524 recoveries and
nine casualties. The district recently estab-
lished an Integrated Covid Command and
Control Centre.

Wearing a green mask that hangs loosely
around his chin, Pandey says, “Ya toh corona
semarengeyabhookh se(One of the twowill
getme — coronaor hunger). Before the pan-
demic I used to find around 10-15 tourist
groups and earn Rs 3,000 to Rs 4,500 a day.
Now I can’teven earn Rs 100,” says Pandey.

On either side of this road, there are
shops with no customers. Here, with the
August 5 date approaching, there is another
deep unease: that the plan for a bigger tem-
ple will push them out.

“We hear authorities will widen roads.
If that happens, our shops will have to go.
My shopisalllhave,” says Vijay Dubey, who
sellsreligious texts.

An official in the district administra-
tion said there are no such orders yet.

But Mahant Rajkumar Das, who heads
the Ram Ballabha Kunj, a religious institu-
tion, believes widening of roads will be in-
evitable. “The streets in Ayodhya are so nar-
row that even with 20,000 visitors, there is
no space to walk. What will happen when
devotees arrive in lakhs?” he wonders.

Says Chaupal of the temple Trust, “We
expect 3.5 crore devotees every year at the
temple. We are not going to compromise on
the grandeur of the temple,” he says.

Among the Muslims of Ayodhya, how-
ever, there is no such grandstanding.

When asked about the August 5 event,
Igbal Ansari, one of the main litigants in the
Ayodhya case, says, “WhatdoIsay? Not just
me, no Muslim in India has anything left to
say. The temple is coming up... good.”

Around 30 km short of Ayodhya town s
Dhannipur village. The five acres that the
state government handed over to the Sunni
Central Waqf Board to build amosque in lieu
of the disputed site lie here.

There is nothing on the land to signify
that status. The state agriculture department
continues to grow wheatandrice and in the
middle of the fieldsisa shrine toa Sufisaint.

The village is now mostly identified as
acontainment zone — after one case. A dis-
trict official said nearby Lakhauri village
has 13 cases and is a growing hotspot.

In Dhannipur, where Muslims make up
60% per cent of the population, locals say
they last heard of the proposed mosque in
February when officials of the revenue de-
partment came to measure the land.

InFebruary and then earlier this month,
the Uttar Pradesh Sunni Central Waqf Board
had confirmed that it had accepted the 5
acresallocated toitand would set up a trust
to build a mosque. When contacted, Board
members said there has been no significant
development since then.

The August 5 bhoomi pujan date triggers
few responses in Dhannipur; even reactions
to the proposed mosque are tepid.

Among the few who have an opinion is
Shaban Khan, a 34-year-old electrical engi-
neer who says he worked briefly in the US.
“There are enough mosquesin the village. If
itisjustaboutalternative land, why not build
adiploma college or a hospital?”
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Mr Pilot is not cut from the
same cloth as the BJP is, or so
we believed. He should have
channelled all his energies to
help the people fight the
pandemic as well as get the
state’s economy back on its
feet. He had before him the
example of the unflappable
Mohan Lal Sukhadia.
Mr Pilot should have
prepared to run the
marathon — and he could
have been chief minister
for as long as Mohanlal
Sukhadia was

IF YOU search the Internet for informa-
tion on The Spider’s Web, you will find
whatis described as ‘Six surprising facts
about spiderwebs’. Read on, and you will
find that

1. Spiders have a design sense,

2. Spiderwebs don’t intercept prey;
they attract them,

3. Spiderwebs are shiny for a reason,

4. Spiders are sneaky,

5. Spiders think big, and

6. Spiders often replace their web
every day.

If you are thinking like me, you will
say “how appropriate!”. They seem ap-
propriate to the gravely uncertain situa-
tion on the India-China border. They
seem appropriate to the losing battle we
are waging against the coronavirus. They
seem appropriate to the despair among
ordinary people facing a rapidly sinking
economy and joblessness. And they
seem appropriate to the luxury tussle in
Rajasthan that the two principal politi-
cal parties are locked in.

RAJASTHAN

Mr Sachin Pilot is a young man with
big ambitions. Nothing wrong with that,
except the timing of his strike has
WRONG written all over. The nation, in-
cluding Rajasthan, is facing a triple chal-
lenge of the kind it has never faced be-
fore. The BJP, both party and government,
have thrown in the towel as far as the
economy and the pandemic are con-
cerned. Against the Chinese threat, the

The spider’s web

government is floundering and not re-
vealing the true situation on the border.
The government’s spokespersons have
an unenviable task explaining the con-
tradictions.I would be surprised if Mr Lav
Agarwal (the Union Health Secretary)
understands what Mr Anurag Srivastava
(the MEA spokesperson)says or if either
of them has noticed the green shoots the
Finance Minister sees every week.

Mr Pilot is not cut from the same cloth
as the BJPis, or so we believed. He should
have channelled all his energies to help
the people fight the pandemicas well as
get the state’s economy back on its feet.
He had before him the example of the
unflappable Mohan Lal Sukhadia (he be-
came the Rajasthan Chief Minister at the
age of 38, and remained the CM for 17
years). Mr Pilot should have prepared to
run the marathon — and he could have
been chief minister for as long as
Sukhadia was. Uncharacteristically, he
didn’t have a design sense and he tried
to intercept his prey. As a result, he is in
mid-sea not knowing toward which
shore he should row his boat.

THE ECONOMY

Look at the economy or what is left of
thewreck. We arein foradeeperand more
prolonged recession than was estimated
earlier. The first quarteris gone, yet there is
no sign of a fiscal stimulus or any effort to
boost consumer demand for goods and
services. The only ones who think that
monetary measures will be sufficient to

revive economic growth are Ms Nirmala
Sitharaman, Mr KV Subramanian, Mr Rajiv
Kumar and the Prime Minister’s speech
writer. There is still one finger left on a
hand, and there is nobody who wants to
be counted with the quartet. Every feeble
measure will amount to nothing if our
rulers do not have a sense of design about
re-constructing the economy that has
practically collapsed.

CORONAVIRUS

The virus shares many — not all — of
the characteristics of the spider. It has
sneaked into every country and,inacoun-
try as large as India, into every state and
every district. It has adapted to the vastly
different conditions of every country —de-
mographics, climate, people’s habits,
health infrastructure, income levels, pre-
paredness and the government’s adminis-
trative capacity. When the Indian people
were assured that the battle against the
virus would be won in 21 days by noless a
person than the Prime Minister — who
compared it to the 18-day Mahabharata
war — little did they know that it was a
false promise based on neither medical
science nor medieval beliefs. We have now
learned that there is no weapon against
the virus until a vaccine is discovered,
proved and distributed. The people have
given up on the governments, Central and
state. Those who can afford to do so, have
isolated themselves; those who cannot,
have shed fear. Life will return to a new

tality ratio. The joker in the pack s the to-
tally useless ‘lock-unlock’ epileptic fits of
governments. No matter how often gov-
ernments change their web, they can
make no difference whatsoever.

CHINA

Chinais the archetypal spider. It shares
allthe characteristics of a spider. Above all,
it thinks big and attractsits prey. Eighteen
meetings with China’s leaderin six years,
including a State visit and three Summits,
canflatter any ascetic. Mr Narendra Modi
is no ascetic, he has a big ego (all prime
ministers have)and bigger designs for his
party. Mr Xi Jinping took an accurate
measure of Mr Modi, flattered him with
a High-Level Economic and Trade
Dialogue, offered to encourage mutualin-
vestments, and promised him a world-
sized stage in 2020 declared as the ‘Year
of India-China Cultural and People-to-
People Exchanges’. TheninJanuary 2020,
he gave the go-ahead to the PLA toinvade
India. For China, India is just another fire
that Mr Xi started along with other fires
like Hong Kong, Taiwan, South China Sea,
Belt-and-Road initiative and an incipient
Quad with Pakistan, Turkey and Iran. If the
fire singes some, so be it, China will pow-
erfully rise. Ask yourself, which world
leader except the unpredictable Mr
Donald Trump has condemned the
Chinese aggression against India? If China
is the spider, India is the prey that was at-
tracted to the spider’s web.

‘normal’ that willinclude a certain case fa-

Spiders never rest.

It’s time India paid
reparations to its Dalits

Dalitality 4%
SURAJYENGDE w2

Twitter @Surajyengde -v

INDIA AS a nation owes a huge debt to
Dalits — upon whose backs its civilisa-
tional columns have been raised. Dalit tal-
ent, skill and stamina make India one of
the most desirable places for outsiders, in-
cluding the British. Various art forms, lit-
erature, music, poetry originate from the
Dalit, Adivasi and Shudra worlds. In their
inventive genius and performative zeal,
the Dalits have hymned and hummed to
the rhythms of their tragedies, preserved
their culture amidst the torture of un-
touchability.

They have cried and prayed, protested
and fought back. In all of this, they have
paved the path for new forms of sensorial
experiences.

Almostall the ‘classical’ Indianart forms
have Dalit origins. There are examples of
Dalitart being stolen and Brahminised. And
tostop the Dalits from reclaiming the same,
they were barred from practising and par-
ticipating in many of the arts.

This eliminated any competitive edge
that Dalit talent might have posed. That is
why, even today, many classical art events
are bereft of Dalit participation.

Even in other innovations, the Dalits
have helped science flourish and rational-
ism take precedence. In their spiritual
practices and prayers, the belief in the
Almighty is rooted in the essence of en-
lightenment.

How then do we reconcile our past mis-
takes of murdering the Dalit existence soas
to remedy the situation for future work?

One possible way is to think about repa-
rations, “making amends for the wrongs
one has done, by paying money to or oth-
erwise helping those who have been
wronged”. It is one of the means to correct
the past and on-going injustices.
Reparations can be categorised in three
broad types:

Moral reparation: Acknowledgement
of past mistakes and seeking forgiveness to
establish a healing process for the wounded
souls and traumatised minds.

Spiritual reparation: Giving leadership
and respect to communities whose at-
tempts at spirituality were declared a crime.

Conditional reparation: This isarepa-
ration in the form of money and material

reimbursements. It flows from the social
and economic factors that stole theland, la-
bor and value of an entire community.

Reparations are an international de-
mand of colonised countries. The Lancet
Commission on Reparations was set up
at Harvard’s Medical School to examine
the “moral, legal, economic, historical,
and political evidence for various global
claims to reparations and redistributive
justice”. Alongside the African Americans,
Roma, Caribbean Slavery, victims of
India’s caste system were also given a
hearing. The Indian case was presented
by the economists Sukhadeo Thorat and
Amit Thorat.

Reparation facilitates an occasion for
the country to come together to reflect on
the enormous weight of unpaid labour by
the Dalits, who put their sweat and blood
to raise the nation’s economy, from farm
toindustries. The soul of the country con-
tinues to be torn. To stitch it back we need
redistributive justice and reparations to
piece it together. Redistributive justice in
the form of land redistribution and tak-
ing into account the toil of Dalit women'’s
wombs.

In the fiestas of protests and justice
movements, the Dalits have not yet come
around demanding reparations. It is a
chance to show a mirror to the society that
continues to see anti-Dalit violence and ha-
tred due to its own intrinsic insecurities.

These insecurities have been built over
generations. Reparations are an opportu-
nity for us to come together as a nation and
help rebuild the broken promise that
Independence held out.

Each institution in this country is im-
plicitin this crime of Dalit violence. This has
easily transfused into the structures that
hold this country together.

Representation through reservationisjust
one way to render justice to the oppressed
castes whose labour and dignity were re-
ducedtonothingby the ruling castes of India.

As anation, we need to be able to grieve
collectively to overcome. This country can
mourn for the victims of the Nazi genocide,
even the victims of the India-Pakistan
Partition, butitbecomes hard as stoneatthe
mere mention of atrocities against Dalits.

To change this blatant apathy, we need
to start anew. The constitutional promises
through reservations and land reforms
were one of the few ways for us to get to-
gether. But these remain hotly contested.
Reparation is one of the most viable ways
to secure justice for all.

Suraj Yengde, author of Caste Matters,
curates the fortnightly ‘Dalitality’ column
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There’s a familiar

ring to nikamma

POLITICAL RANCOUR can spring forth
many ways, at times to signal the start of
a power tussle, at other times, its culmi-
nation with a parting of ways. And it's on
display in Rajasthan.

Always careful with words, Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot, veteran of many
battles in Jaipur and Delhi, finally turned
to name-calling. He dug deep to find a
word for party rival Sachin Pilot:
Nikamma, the useless.

That was his way of saying it was over
between them.

But that choice of word would have
made two former prime ministers sit up.
Because nikamma was the word rivals had
picked, 11 years apart, to target H D Deve
Gowda and Manmohan Singh during at-
tempts to unseat them from power.

Deve Gowda couldn’t save his govern-
ment in 1997 while Singh managed to
rustle up numbers in 2008.

Hurt, both Deve Gowda and Singh
gave it back — the first to Sitaram Kesri
who, as president of the Congress sup-
porting the United Front government,
pulled the plug, and the second to then
leader of opposition, LK Advani of the BJP,
following Left withdrawal of support to
the UPA-I government.

The remarks of the two prime minis-
ters are part of Lok Sabha records on the
motion of confidence each moved in the
House. Saved for posterity, the debates of-
fer a glimpse of an India when coalition
was the norm and governments relied on
external support.

In 1997, at the 11th hour of 11th April,
the 11th Prime Minister of India moved a
motion of confidence in the 11th Lok
Sabha. The fate of his 11-month govern-
ment was sealed 11 days ago when he
found out that Kesri had moved to bring
him down. Deve Gowda decided to go
down fighting.

Other than him, 25 members partici-
pated in the debate, among them Rajesh
Pilot, the MP from Dausa and father of
Sachin Pilot. Gehlot was then the Congress
MP from Jodhpur.

Replying to the debate, Deve Gowda
singled out Kesri for calling him a
nikamma. “Today, I would like to tell the
nation, through this House, what the lan-
guage used by the Hon. president of the
Congress (I)whois aspiring to become the
Leader was... [ am unable to understand
the meaning of the Hindi word,
‘nikamma’. He said: You are foolish, cow-
ard and powerless. Just come into the
open and let us see who is powerful.”

Gowda (extreme left), Kesri (extreme right) at Rashtrapati Bhavan in 1996. Archive

“He has quoted in Hindi... This manis
not only incompetent, but he is also
communal.”

“...Sir, a foolish and an incompetent
prime minister, at least, tried to do some-
thing for the nation... There is no need of
any certificate from the present president
of the Congress (I)... As long as Shri
Narasimha Rao was president, there was
no problem. On the day Shri Sitaram Kesri
became president of the Congress party, [
called him for lunch... But on the fourth
day, when one of my chief ministers, Dr
Farooq Abdullah... went to see Shri
Sitaram Kesri, he was told not to join the
United Front government because he was
going to withdraw support.”

“The charge levelled against me was
that I had neglected Shri Sitaram Kesri
after he became president. Itis not based
on truth, but based on something else.
There is a headline which correctly says,
‘India’s old man in a hurry: Now or
Never.' This was not written by any of the
Indian papers. It had appeared in the
London Times.”

Deve Gowda’s old-man-in-a-hurry re-
mark had the Congress protesting and P]
Kurien, MP from Mavelikara, sought the
Speaker’s ruling. His objection was
overruled.

The prime minister too refused to back
down. “Itis not a question of attacking an
individual... [ have got the highest regard
foryou, Kurienji. But what is this nikamma
or akamma?” he said.

After he completed his reply, the mo-

tion of confidence was put to vote. Ayes-
158, Noes 292. Motion negatived. Deve
Gowda and his government fell.

Eleven years later, it was the turn of
Manmohan Singh to move a motion of
confidence in the Lok Sabha after the Left,
protesting against the Indo-US nuclear
deal, withdrew support.

The debate began on July 21, 2008,
and continued the next day. The Prime
Minister’s reply was marred by interrup-
tions and the Speaker told him: “You may
lay your speech on the Table of
the House.”

Singh did that. He did not just record
his objection to the word nikamma, but
also took a swipe at Advani — very similar
to Gowda’s old-man-in-a-hurry remark
about Kesri.

This is what Singh placed on record:
“The leader of opposition, Shri LK Advani,
has chosen to use all manner of abusive
objectives to describe my performance.
He has described me as the weakest
prime minister, a nikamma PM, and of
having devalued the office of PM.”

“To fulfil his ambitions, he has made
atleast three attempts to topple our gov-
ernment. But on each occasion, his as-
trologers have misled him. This pattern,
[ am sure, will be repeated today. At his
ripe old age, I do not expect Shri Advani
to change his thinking. But for his sake
and India’s sake, I urge him at least to
change his astrologers so that he gets
more accurate predictions of things
to come.”

Outof
MYMIND
MEGHNAD DESAI

THE CONSTITUTION is one document on
which there is perhaps the largest meas-
ure of agreement across political parties,
regions, and people. Not everyone knows
the details and lawyers have fun and make
money arguing over subtle points. But the
national flag and national anthem apart,
nothing else commands all-India respect.

Yet, which Constitution? Is it the
Constitution handed over by the
Constituent Assembly in November 1949
or the present much amended one? Do
people know that Indiais the only country

Jaipur crisis: Need for citizen campaign

with free democratic elections where every
candidate has todeclare his/her adherence
to socialism? Is this consistent with free-
dom of speech and expression? Intoxicated
by his large majority in the 1984 election,
Rajiv Gandhi passed the Tenth Schedule
and blithely took away freedom of all leg-
islators for ever. No government since has
dared to challenge or change this mon-
strous denial of freedom. The founders of
the Constitution had never intended to
make India a Socialist Republic. It was
Indira Gandhi during the Emergency who
declared India to be a Socialist country.
Obviously, no one seriously believes in the
Declaration they need to make to be able

to contest elections.

Many people still complain that the
charge of treason s laid against political dis-
sidents too lightly. It suits Opposition par-
ties to blame the government. But the BJP
has been in a ruling capacity, off and on,
only since 1996. The treason charge has
been onbooks ever since 1951. AsI have re-
marked before, it was Jawaharlal Nehru
who drafted and piloted the First
Amendment in May 1951, 15 months into
the life of the young Republic, and modi-
fied or negated every fundamental right
created in the Constitution. These rights
were not available to a colonised people.
Anindependent Republicalone could grant
these rights. But the rulers of new India
could not risk the people enjoying such

rights. So qualifications were legislated by
the beloved Leader of New India which put
citizens back in the same legal position vis-
a-vis the State as they had under British
rule. So the Indian Penal Code, Thomas
Babington Macaulay’s gift to India, remains
the guard dog of the fetters put on New
India by Jawaharlal Nehru.

The current dispute in Rajasthan is a
legacy partly of Schedule 10, which wanted
todiscourage defections. Obviously just be-
cause you are an elected legislator, you can-
not be free to choose which party you
should join or quit. So we have the charade
of Speakers sending notices to legislators
imprisoned in five-star hotels, far away
from theirbase etc. Asitis, these legislators

donotenjoy freedom of speech unless they
parrot the party line. Why bother to speak?
Political parties are too happy with the
fetters of the amended Constitution to try
to change it. There is no reason why citi-
zens should not take up the task of debat-
ing Constitutional reform. A non- party po-
litical citizens’ movement could unearth
the sorry history of the spoilage of the orig-
inal 1949 Constitution and starta campaign
for the removal of the bad elements intro-
duced. Itis the right and duty of citizens to
reclaim their original freedoms asitis more
than unlikely that governments of any po-
litical party which benefit from their power
over citizens will renounce their privilege.
If citizens don’t, no one else will.

New Delhi

Fifth
COLUMN
TAVLEEN SINGHY

Twitter @tavleen singh

Hard truths
about the
economy

AN IMPORTANT anniversary went unno-
ticed last week.Iwould have missed it my-
self if I had not spotted on Twitter a black
and white photograph of Dr Manmohan
Singh making that Budget speech in 1991
thatbegan the end of the Licence Raj. And,
saved India from becoming an economic
basket case. Above the picture were these
words from his speech. “After four decades
of planning for industrialisation, we have
now reached a stage of development
where we should welcome, rather than
fear, foreign investment.”

Itwas a seminal momentinIndia’s eco-
nomic history. Especially, for people like
me who believe that India would have
been arich country if we had not adopted
an economic model that gave officialdom
draconian powers to crush private enter-
prise.Iremember well what a dismal place
India was in the Seventies when I became
ajournalist. Everything was in short sup-
ply and the goods we produced were so
shoddy that nobody wanted them. The
whole country had a shabby, decaying
quality about it, as if it had emerged from
long years of war. Almost everyone was
poor or almost poor. But, we were isolated
from the big changes and events of the
world, so we did not know thatin the east,
small countries that had once been behind
us had streaked ahead. Or that China had
dumped Marxist economics for free mar-
kets and foreign investment.

By the time wise old P V Narasimha
Rao realised that it was time for India to
start catching up, we had been left far be-
hind by most Southeast Asian countries.
But, that one Budget brought such dra-
matic economic change that by the end of
the Nineties, India, where the only jobs
available once were those bestowed by the
government, was creating millions of jobs
in the private sector. Today, more than 45%
of our population is middle class. We
would today be progressing faster still if
Narendra Modi had lived up to his prom-
ise of taking India in a new economic di-
rection. Itis our tragedy that he got scared
into returning to the Nehruvian socialist
path by Rahul Gandhi’s foolish taunt about
‘suit-boot ki sarkar’.

Since the pandemic, Modi seems to
have rediscovered that he needs to make
an economic course correction. So last
week he urged foreign investors to come
and invest in India. ‘There has never been
abetter time toinvestinIndia, he said. He
then boasted of how many reforms his
government had made to make it easier to
do business. He sounded as if he meant
what he said and this worried me because
itmade me realise that he has not noticed
that since he became Prime Minister an
inspector raj has been unleashed that
would drive away the most intrepid in-
vestors. The government’s own Invest
India arm has identified 767 pre-operation
licences that an investor is obliged to get
from 35 ministries before starting
abusiness.

The Prime Minister has chosen to work
in a cocoon since he first took the job six
years ago. So, those people have been kept
at a distance who could tell him how of-
ten and how recklessly his officials make
regulations that make it harder and not
easier to dobusiness. Those who would be
able to tell him how many fine Indian com-
panies face bankruptcy, only because his
government refuses to honour its con-
tracts, are kept even further away. Since
the pandemic, the walls of Modi’s cocoon
have been fortified so he works inacham-
ber that totally insulates him from reality.

The biggest political problem Modi is
likely to face in the near future is the econ-
omy, so it is time that he started listening
to those who can really tell him how diffi-
cultitremains to do business in India. It is
not just big investors who are hounded at
every step by inspectors and regulators,
evenmodest investors find it hard to grow
their businesses in today’s India. So, itis no
surprise that the economy has not seen the
boom that everyone thought would hap-
pen, just like that one that we saw in the
Nineties. All that has been achieved in the
past six years is that the socialist welfare
State has worked more efficiently and with
less corruption. This is why Modi won a
second term.

The Chinese virus and international
disenchantment with China offer Modi a
second chance to change course, and make
the administrative changes that are nec-
essary if India is to move from poverty to
prosperity. He could begin by asking his
office to find out which inspectors and reg-
ulations can be thrown forthwith into the
nearest garbage bin. And, once this is done,
he should step out of his cocoon and start
listening to those who are already doing
business in India and try and understand
whatitis that prevents them from doing it
more easily.

What we need today more than ever
is another moment like the one that came
in this week 30 years ago when one Budget
changed Indian economicand political his-
tory.Ona personal note may I reiterate that
I became a Modi ‘bhakt’ mostly because |
believed he knew that for India to move
from the limited goal of poverty allevia-
tion, to a grander goal of real prosperity,
we would have to change our economic
direction. He has a second chance to fulfil
this promise.
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.y EPSTEIN MANSIONS UP FOR SALE AT $110 MN

# The palatial mansions in New York City and Florida owned by Jeffrey Epstein, where
the notorious financier was accused of running an elaborate sex-trafficking scheme in-
= volving underage girls, will be listed for sale for a combined $110 million.
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Rev Elisabeth Oberg
Hansen with a student
in Stockholm. AP

SWEDEN

Female priests
outnumber
malesin Church

of Sweden

THE CHURCH of Sweden
has more female than
male priests for the first
time, according to num-
bers released this month,
a sign of huge strides for
gender equality since
women were firstallowed
tobe ordainedin 1960. The
Lutheran institution,
which was the official
Swedish state church un-
til2000, now counts 1,533
women serving as priests
and 1,527 men. Its arch-
bishop and several bishops
are also women. “It’sa mir-
rorof the society,inaway,”
the Rev Elisabeth Oberg
Hansen said after giving a
sermon in a small church
in Stockholm.

US court
rejects bail
plea of 26/11
accused Rana

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, JULY 25

AUS court has rejected the $1.5-
million bail application of
Pakistani-origin Canadian busi-
nessman Tahawwur Rana, who
has been declared a fugitive by
India for his involvement in the
2008 Mumbai terror attack case,
describing him a flight risk.

Rana, 59, a childhood friend
of David Coleman Headley, was
re-arrested on June 10 in Los
Angeles on an extradition re-
quest by India for his involve-
ment in the 2008 Mumbai ter-
ror attack. He has been a
declared fugitive in India.

US District Court Judge in Los
Angeles, Jacqueline Chooljian, in
her 24-page order dated July 21,
denied bail to Rana arguing that
he was a flight risk.

Describing Rana as a flight
risk, the US government opposed
his release on bail, arguing that if
he were to flee to Canada, he may
escape the possibility of a death
sentence in India.

“Given the stakes, an al-
lowance of bail in any amount
would not guarantee Rana’s
presence in court. Granting bail
would invite the possibility of
embarrassing the United States
in the conduct of its foreign af-
fairs, straining its relationship
with India,” Assistant US
Attorney John ] Lulejian had
told the court. PTI

40 COUNTRIES REPORT RECORD SINGLE-DAY INCREASES

Record numbers of Covid-19
cases in every global region

Treat decisions about where to go, who to meet as life-and-death calls: WHO

JANE WARDELL
JULY 25

ALMOST 40 countries have re-
ported record single-day increases
in coronavirus infections over the
past week, around double the
number that did so the previous
week, according to a Reuters tally
showing a pick-up in the pan-
demicineveryregion of theworld.

The rate of cases has been in-
creasing not only in countries like
the United States, Braziland India,
which have dominated global
headlines with large outbreaks,
but in Australia, Japan, Hong
Kong, Bolivia, Sudan, Ethiopia,
Bulgaria, Belgium, Uzbekistan
and Israel, among others.

Many countries, especially
those where officials eased ear-
lier social distancing lockdowns,
are experiencing a second peak
more than a month after record-
ing their first.

“We will not be going back to
the ‘old normal’. The pandemic
has already changed the way we
live our lives,” World Health
Organisation (WHO) Director-
General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said this week.
“We're asking everyone to treat
the decisions about where they

ASIA
Vietnam bans
wildlifeimports,

markets

VIETNAM ANNOUNCED
Friday that it was banning
wildlife imports and
would close wildlife mar-
kets in response to re-
newed concerns about
the threat from diseases
that can jump from ani-
mals to humans, such as
the virus that causes
Covid-19.An order signed
by Prime Minister
Nguyen Xuan Phuc bans
all imports of wildlife
dead oralive and includes
eggs and larvae. It also
merits tougher penalties
for crimes involving the
trade in wildlife.

USA
Cohenleaves
prison forhome

confinement

US PRESIDENT Donald
Trump’s former personal
lawyer Michael Cohen left
prison on Friday to finish
his criminal sentence at
home, an attorney for
Cohen said, a day after a
judge found he was sent
back behind bars two
weeks ago as retaliation
for plans to publish a book
about Trump. Cohen was
picked up at a prison in
Otisville, New York,about
110 km northwest of New
York City, about 1 pm by
his son and his brother,
the attorney, Jeffrey K
Levine, said. Cohen was
expected to be fitted for
an ankle monitor and
then be driven to his
Manhattan apartment.

in Manila on Saturday despite Covid-19 fears after people
wanting to return to their home provinces overwhelmed a
government transportation programme. Reuters

go, what they do and who they
meet with as life-and-death de-
cisions - because they are.”

The Reuters data, compiled
from official reports, shows a
steady rise in the number of coun-
tries reporting record daily in-
creases in the virus that causes
Covid-19 over the past month. At
least seven countries recorded
such increases three weeks ago,
rising to at least 13 countries two
weeks ago to at least 20 last week
and to 37 countries this week.

The true numbers of both
cases and deaths are almost cer-
tainly underreported, particu-
larly in countries with poorer

Federal officials and a locksmith work to open a door at the
vacated Consulate General of China building in Houston. AP

US agents enter China
consulate in Houston

SEEMAHAKHUKACHRU &
KJMVARMA
HOUSTON, BEIJING, JULY 25

US FEDERAL agents and law en-
forcement officers entered the
Chinese consulate compound in
Houston, along with locksmiths,
after the mission was shut down,
amidst spiralling tensions be-
tween Washington and Beijing.

The Trump Administration
ramped up its confrontation
with China this week, ordering
Beijing’s consulate in Houston to
close over concerns about eco-
nomic espionage.

The consulate closed on
Friday evening as the deadline set
by the Trump administration to
shut down the mission expired.

After the Chinese diplomatic
staff vacated the building,a num-
ber of black SUVs, two white vans
and alocksmith’s vanentered the
compound, CNN reported.

InBeijing, the Chinese foreign
expressed strong dissatisfaction
and opposition to the USlaw en-
forcement officers’ “forced entry”
into the consulate and lodged a
diplomatic protest.

“China will make a properand

a

= Question
~ of legality
><

= [ ——
CHINA HAS denounced the

US action of entering its con-
sulate building in Houston on
Friday asillegal. By interna-
tional law, a country has sov-
ereignty over the land on
which its consulate stands.
But the US would argue that
the building in Houston was
no longer the Chinese con-
sulate when agents entered it
after Washington ordered
Beijing to shutit down.
However, Chinese experts
have been quoted as saying
that since the consulate com-
pound still belonged to the
Chinese government, it was
in fact illegal for American
agents to breakinto it.

necessary response in thisregard,”
the ministry said in a statement.
The consulate in Houston is the
building of the diplomatic con-
sulate and is also China’s national
property, it said. PTI

health care systems, health ex-
perts and officials say. For this re-
port, the Reuters data was re-
stricted to countries that provide
regular daily numbers.

A surge in cases usually pre-
cedes a rise in deaths by a cou-
ple of weeks.

Meanwhile, Britain’s govern-
ment will require all travellers
from Spain arriving after mid-
night on Saturday to spend two
weeks in quarantine, the Sunday
Times newspaper reported. This
would deal a heavy blow to
Spain, which is trying to recoup
its tourism after the Covid-en-
forced lockdown.

Bolsonaro says
tested negative
for coronavirus

Brazil
President
Jair
Bolsonaro

Sao Paulo: Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro said on Saturday that
he has tested negative for the
novel coronavirus after weeks
quarantined in his residence due
toaninfection.

In a photo posted to social
media, Bolsonaro appeared with
abox of hydroxychloroquine, an
anti-malarial drug he credited
for his recovery despite a lack of
scientific evidence about its ef-
fectiveness. In an accompanying
text, he said his RT-PCR test for
Sars-Cov 2 was negative.

He did not say when he took
the test nor did he provide any
further details.

Bolsonaro reported testing
positive three times this
month, including an initial di-
agnosis on July 7 for Covid-19,
the illness caused by the new
coronavirus. REUTERS

ICE: New foreign
students can’t enter
US if courses online

COLLINBINKLEY
JULY 25

AWEEK after revoking sweeping
new restrictions on international
students, federal immigration of-
ficials on Friday announced that
new foreign students will be
barred from entering the United
States if they plan to take their
classes entirely online this fall.

Inamemo to college officials,
US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement said new students
who were not already enrolled as
of March 9 will “likely not be able
to obtain” visas if they intend to
take courses entirely online. The
announcement primarily affects
new students hoping to enroll at
universities that will provide
classes entirely online.

International students who
are already in the US or are re-
turning from abroad and already
have visas will still be allowed to
take classes entirely online, ac-
cording to the update, evenif they
begin instruction in-person but
their schools move online.

The new order was released
Friday as a clarification to earlier
guidance from March 9 that sus-
pended existing limits around on-
line education for international
students. The March guidance
was meant to provide flexibility as
schools closed campuses amid the
pandemic, but universities had
said it was unclear whether it ex-
tended to new students. AP

POLES RALLY TO KEEP PACT AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Demonstrators, dressed as the Handmaids from the dystopian novel The Handmaid’s Tale, at an anti-domestic violence
protest in Warsaw, Poland. Thousands of people protested Friday against plans by the conservative government to withdraw
from Europe’s Istanbul Convention against domestic violence and violence against women and children. The government
and other critics contend the convention goes against Poland’s Constitution and Roman Catholic family traditions. AP

Feds push into Portland streets, fire teargas

MIKE BAKER, THOMAS
FULLER & SERGIOOLMOS
PORTLAND, JULY 25

AFTER FLOODING the streets
around the federal courthouse in
Portland with tear gas during
Friday’s early morning hours,
dozens of federal officers in cam-
ouflage and tactical gear stood in
formation around the front of
the building.

Then,asone protesterblareda
soundtrack of The Imperial March,
the officers started advancing.

Oregon lost its bid on
Friday for arestraining
order against four
federal agencies

Through the acrid haze, they con-
tinued to fire flash grenades and
welt-inducing marble-size balls
filled with chemicals. They moved
down Main Street and continued
upthe hill, where one of the agents
announced over a loudspeaker:
“This is an unlawful assembly.”

By the time the security
forces halted their advance, the
federal courthouse they had
been sent to protect was out of
sight — two blocks behind them.

The aggressive incursion of
federal officersinto Portland has
been stretching the legal limits
of federal law enforcement, as
agents with batons and riot gear
range deep into the streets of a
city whose leadership has made
it clear they are not welcome.

“I think it's absolutely im-
proper,” Oregon’s attorney gen-
eral, Ellen Rosenblum, said inan

interview on Friday. “It’s ab-
solutely beyond their authority.”
The state lost its bid on Friday
for arestraining order against four
federal agencies on the grounds
that the state attorney general
lacked standing, but several other
challenges are still ongoing.
Federal officers who arrived
this month to help control
protests over racial injustice and
police violence have made over40
arrests for federal crimes, includ-
ingassaults on federal officersand
failing to comply with law en-
forcement commands.NYT

STEADY DECLINE OF INDEPENDENT NEWS QUTLETS IS PART OF THE SLIDE TOWARDS AUTOCRATIC RULE IN HUNGARY

Scores of journalists quit in Hungary as Orban tightens grip on media

BENJAMIN NOVAK &
MARC SANTORA
BUDAPEST, JULY 25

HUNGARY'’S MOST widely read
news site was thrown into disar-
ray this week after the organiza-
tion’s editor-in-chiefwas fired and
scores of journalists quit in protest
as the government moved closer
tonear-complete control over the
country’s media landscape.
Adecade into Prime Minister
Viktor Orban’s quest to transform
Hungary into an “illiberal” nation,
where he controls nearly alllevers
of the state and uses them to
maintain his grip on power, the

takeover of Index.hu's advertising
unitbyan Orbanally was partof a
broader effort to limit dissenting
voices and silence critics.

The potential loss of the news
site asa check on the government
was a particularly painful blow to
the small but determined coterie
of independent journalists left
working in the country.

The site was one of many in-
dependent media outlets in cen-
tral Europe that have come under
sustained financial and political
pressure from governments bent
on controlling public discourse.

More than half the staff at
Index, some 70 employees, an-
nounced their resignations

Szabolcs Dull, was fired as the editor in chief of Index,
Hungary’s main independent website. Reuters

Friday after the firing of the edi-
tor, Szabolcs Dull.
“We have emphasised for

years that we have two require-
ments for Index to continue oper-
atingindependently: that therebe

nooutside interference in Index’s
content or in the composition or
structure of Index’s staff,” the
group said inastatement. “The fir-
ing of Szabolcs Dull violated the
latter of these requirements. His
dismissal wasaclear interference
in the composition of the staff.”

The steady decline of inde-
pendent news outlets is part of
the slide toward autocratic rule
in Hungary and, to a lesser ex-
tent, in Poland.

Earlier this month, Poland’s
President, Andrzej Duda, nar-
rowly wonreelection afteracam-
paign in which the media was a
frequent target. Duda accused
Germany of trying toinfluence the

result through media outlets
owned by German companies.
After the election, Jaroslaw
Kaczynski, the leader of the rul-
ing party, vowed to press ahead
with plans to limit media own-
ership by foreign companies.
The Polish government has of-
ten followed the path setby Orban,
who has transformed the media
landscape in Hungary despite EU
pressure to change course.
Hungary’s Constitutional
Courthasbeen stacked and lower
courts overhauled, public media
and most of the country’s private
media have come under the con-
trol of the PM's allies.
Inlate 2018, hundreds of me-

New Delhi

diaoutlets controlled by the PM'’s
allies were given to another foun-
dation controlled by Orban’s con-
fidants. Regulators were barred
from scrutinising the transactions
on grounds that the ownership
changes were of “strategic na-
tional interest”.

But Index had largely weath-
ered many political storms over
the past decade. It has reported
critically of Orban’s government,
featuring stories of Russian med-
dling in Hungary, alleged graftin-
volving individuals close to
Orban’sinner circle,and by chron-
icling other government policies
widely condemned as assaults on
democratic institutions. NYT

All new DACA
applications put
in ‘pending’
bucket: Lawyer

ASTRID GALVAN
PHOENIX, JULY 25

THE US government said Friday
thatit’s putting new DACA appli-
cations in a “pending” bucket
while officials decide whether to
again try to end the program for
young immigrants, keeping en-
rollment stalled even though the
Supreme Court ruled last month
that it was improperly ended.

The latest came during a tele-
phonic federal court hearing in
Maryland by US District Judge
Paul W Grimm, who last week
ruled that the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals programme
must be restored to its original
form, before President Donald
Trump tried toenditin Sept 2017.

Immigrant advocates who
sued the government over its at-
tempt to end DACA say new rul-
ingsinthe case, including the one
by the Supreme Court, mean the
government mustresume accept-
ingand considering first-time ap-
plications. US Citizenship and
Immigration Services had only
beenaccepting renewals for DACA
recipients who were already en-
rolled by Sept. 5,2017. AP

Indian woman
files case against
US for delay in
work permits

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, JULY 25

AN INDIAN woman has filed a
lawsuit against the US Citizenship
and Immigration Services over a
delay inissuing work permits, ac-
cusing the authorities of sitting on
a backlog of at least 75,000 un-
printed Employment
Authorisation Documents.

Ranjitha Subramanya, who is
on an H-4 dependent visa with
her husband Vinod Sinha on an
H-1Bworkvisa, in alawsuit filed
before a federal court in Ohio
said that while her application
to extend her H-4 status and
Employment Authorisation
Document (EAD) was approved
on April 7,she did not receive the
work authorisation card.

As aresult, she was forced to
stop working for her employer
after her initial EAD expired on
June 7,2020.

An H-4 visa is a visa issued
by the US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) to
the immediate family members
of the H-1B visa holders.
Spouses on an H-4 visa can ap-
ply for an EAD. PTI

Malaysia arrests
Bangladeshi man
after he criticises
govt on Al Jazeera

REUTERS
KUALALUMPUR, JULY 25

MALAYSIA ARRESTED a
Bangladeshi national who crit-
icised the government over its
treatment of migrant workers
inanews report by broadcaster
AlJazeera, the government said
Saturday.

The July 3 report on Malaysia’s
treatment of undocumented for-
eign workers during the Covid-19
pandemic sparked a backlash in
the Southeast Asia nation, with
several officials describing the re-
port as being inaccurate.

Al Jazeera journalists were
calledin for questioning by police.

Anarrest warrant was issued
for Md Rayhan Kabir, the
Bangladeshi worker quoted in
the news report as saying the
government discriminated
against undocumented foreign
workers by arresting and jailing
them during the pandemic.

Rayhanwas arrested on Friday
and will be expelled from the
country, Immigration Director
General Khairul Dzaimee Daud
said in a statement on Saturday.
He did not say why Rayhan was
arrested or whether he was sus-
pected of committing a crime.
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Small is Beautiful

The big, fat Indian wedding is shrinking.
Atleast, till the pandemic is around
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SPOTLIGHT

The New Trees of Delhi

Pradip Krishen on what the central vista
makeover can mean for the national capital’s
green spaces

Mirror, Mirror, On the Wall

In this pandemic-ridden world, we live hermetic lives now. So, is dressing up and going out a thing of the past ?

Leher Kala

HESE DAYS, it is with alarm
that I view myself in a full-
length mirror before stepping
out for some tedious chore.
Ray-Bans to cover my eyes, a
cap to cover wisps of grey hair
and the ubiquitous mask stretching uncom-
fortably behind my ears, it feels like I have dis-
appeared and somebody unrecognisable is
staring back at me. My androgynous outfit
gives nothing away either. Loose, casual
clothes, the kind that six months ago I would
have considered unfit for death by suicide.
2020 is the write-off year where we must
imagine we are fugitives in disguise who need
to perpetually duck from a devious assassin.
Among the random thoughts floating in my
head, I suddenly feel gratitude that fate placed
me in India. I could have been born on some
remote mountainside in Afghanistan, where
disassociation from one’s appearance is man-
dated by law. I think about how so much of
the world functions permanently swathed in
drabreligious garb, let us presume, willingly.
This is what a face veil must feel like, only
more claustrophobic, because unlike a mask
it covers the entire head leaving only slits for
eyes. My face gets hotter and hotter in Delhi’s
searing humidity and my breath fogs up my
shades. The discomfort frustrates me.

It seems almost incredible that it was only
six months ago that I was scrolling down
Instagram admiring a range of flawlessly-con-
toured selfies. Overnight, those vacation im-
ages on exotic beaches or people posing at
glamorous art soirées have magically van-
ished. FOMOis no longer a thing when every-
one’s missing out. If I think about whatI really
miss during COVID-19, it’s the trivial bits of
khabar that would come my way about
friends, family and situations. Especially, be-
cause now all conversations veer right back to
the coronavirus. Nobody can talk of anything
else. Besides, no parties mean no gossip. No
more who-wore-what. I could kill todiscuss a
dressright now. Alas, at this moment, the fear
is so heightened, posting a party picture could
provoke a malicious backlash. How pathetic
life has become can be seen in what passes for
scandal these days. There was a time when
conversations conducted in hushed whispers
revolved around who was sleeping with
whom. In the post-COVID world, the new
adultery is who s socialising with whom, and
how much. Or, who is dumb enough to con-
ceal ameeting with someone who tested pos-
itive. Calling out people with a cavalier atti-
tude to COVID is the latest in armchair
activism. It'sno wonder that upscale housing
societies in Gurgaon shame members found
violating home quarantine rules and they are
roundly applauded for it. Everyone’s suspi-
ciously sizing up how everyone else is living,
perhaps to reassure themselves that the Fear
Of Going Out (FOGO) s justified, and, so, they
are still, in some sense, winning.

While this novel time is indeed triggering,
it is also a time for introspection. Mainly, to
think about how history’s biggest disasters
could have such banal origins. Of all the pan-
demic-induced upheavals, from careers im-
ploding to terrifying confinement, there’s
been no time to analyse the impact of the

So Long,

VANITY FARE

XPRESS ARCHIVE

(Above) Actor Sonam Kapoor in a Rohit Bal design at a fashion week in Delhi; a model wearing a creation by Rahul Mishra

bizarre visual spectacle confronting us on the
rare occasion we leave our homes. It's surreal
seeing bodies behind a steering wheel or a
grocery line but not being able to gauge their
expressions. As Oscar Wilde noted, the true
mystery of the world is the visible, not the in-
visible. We're deprived of using a primal in-
stinct honed over millennium to make snap

Farewell

Things that COVID-19 has forced us to give up on

Vatsala Mamgain

SO WE stand together — all of humanity, plus
the aliens who convene and attend webinars
—inthe darkbelly of 2020, wondering how to
get out of this toilet bowl of a year. It reminds
me of asimilar time in history, whenit seemed
like all hope was lost,and Mahatma Gandhi fa-
mously said, “This sucks.I want my Mummy.”
The father of the nation was, as always,
bang on the money. There is no situation, in-
cluding a global pandemic, where the addi-
tionof Mummy isn't likely to make things bet-
ter. Or, if not better, then same; except with
cake. Which is the very definition of better.
But there are a few things that are the mo-

lecular opposite of Mummy, that won’t make
the times any better. Here’s the not-Mummy
list of objects, the vestigial organs of our pre-
COVID, pre-lockdown existence, that are ab-
solutely useless to us in lockdown:

® Watches: It’s ironic because the one
thing that this lockdown has gifted us is vast
tracts of time. Time earlier spent on commut-
ing and competitive consumption is now
spent meaningfully — squinting 27.3 hours
every day at screens and the remaining 27.3
hours attempting to redistribute domestic
dirt. As a wise man called Anonymous once
said, there’s no time like the present; but if
the present doesn't feel like a gift, the last
thing you need is a watch.

@ Bras: The single biggest winner of the

judgments about people, based on a smile or
afrown. Inthe absence of facial features, per-
sonal aesthetics — fashion and jewellery for
instance, have ceased to matter. Consider the
irony that COVID-19 has been the great
equaliser between the good-looking and the
not-so good looking, and between the shabby
and trendy. However liberal one’s notions of

beauty and sophistication, COVID, in one fell
swoop, has relegated everyone equally un-
appealing, masked. The cumulative effect of
this abrupt dismantling of style will have pro-
found implications — on beauty norms, how
we consume and what a future cool could
look like.

Last week, a meme titled “Week 20 of

PHOTOS:GETTYIMAGES

GOING, GOING, GONE
(From left) Watches, lunchboxes and belts

lockdown (ok, double biggest winners) have
been women'’s breasts, taking advantage of
self-isolation to throw off the underwired yoke
of oppression. The few times inlockdown that
have necessitated wearing one have been
greeted by most women with the puppy-like
enthusiasm that condemned prisoners reserve
forjailers escorting them to the noose. It's done,
it'sdusted, the postmortem will make it official,

but the swab tests will prove beyond a doubt
that COVID killed the bra.

@ Laptop bags: Lockdown has revealed
the true purpose of laptop bags, whichis tolie
around, trapping all the dust bunnies that in-
expertjhadoos cannot. At this point, all laptop
bags have been seized and hauled off to a
planet called Somewhere Out Of the Way.
Things never ever find their way out of there,

lockdown” was floating around WhatsApp.
It showed an adorably large and furrowed
Saint Bernard, its drooping doggy ears sweep-
ing the floor. The caption read, “When the
Botox begins to wear off.” Point being, it’s so
dangerous to step out that we're better off
sliding back to our old, wrinkled, real selves.
It's never been attractive, admitting to want
to enhance one’s looks, and, in the midst of a
pandemic, it's downright unacceptable. The
narcissism of our times has been a subject of
somany critical think-pieces, that everyone is
anxiously projecting a perfect version of
themselves. Since country after country went
into shutdown mode, what is essential and
what isn’t has been debated endlessly. One
rightly supposes if a kidney transplant can be
postponed so can cosmetic surgery. However,
to state the obvious, what’s necessary is al-
ways subjective. To some, the number of likes
and retweets is meaningless. To others, it
means everything. When we appraise our
lives, it would be dishonest not to recognise
that we all strive to meet our own standards
of desirability. The joy of looking good —and
thereby feeling good — through new clothes,
new lips or new shoes,
cannot be underesti-
mated. Showing off our
best selves is a central
need, avital cog thatal-
lows us to pass on our
DNA to the next gener-
ation. As a friend put it,
as if coming out of
COVID broke and job-
less isn’t bad enough,
most people will also
gain weight and have
lower levels of confi-
dence than before.

The records of previ-
ous generations tell us
old habits die hard, es-
pecially ones we never
wanted to give upinthe
first place. Women
bought lipstick and
stockings in the Great
Depression as well.
“This time next year all
of this will be a hazy
memory,” predicts Rashi Bhimani, a trousseau
consultant based in Gurugram. It certainly ap-
pears so when one considers the BBC images
of humungous crowds outside London pubs
onday one of reopening. Bhimani helps brides
connect with fashion designers and choose
the right assortment of outfits for the family.
Three of the weddings she was working on
were cancelled between March and May. One
of the brides decided to go ahead with the
wedding, scaled down to 30 people. But in-
stead of her heavy bridal lehnga, she opted to
wear a Banarasi sari, more appropriate for an
intimate celebration. This is a legitimate fear,
that if people stop spending for an extended
period of time, they may stop finding value in
flaunting wealth on original creations, forever.
[can’t count how many times I've heard lately
my friends constantly marvelling at the star-
tling discovery of how little they actually need.
Besides, in the last five years, there have been
a growing number of prominent climate-
change activists and vegans on the scene, who
have made conspicuous consumption look
decidedly uncool.

soit’s definitely tata, goodbye.

@ Belts: It's a scientific fact that calories
consumed wearing comfy track pants are four
times more likely to attach themselves lov-
ingly to your body. After months of this joy-
ous union, it’s no wonder that most of us have
been thanking our stars that whatever COVID-
related belt tightening we may have to do, at
least it won't be with the actual, physical belt.

@ Lunchboxes: [ have never ever met a
lunchbox I didn’tlike, so, for me, thisis a huge
blow. Lockdown has meant that the lifecycle
of food has simply skipped the lunchbox stage.
It is now transferred straight from the pan to
the mouth, without a stop at the lunchbox sta-
tion. What a sad loss for the panting, drooling,
anticipation industry.

@ Heels/ sandals/ dress shoes: Like pedi-
greed pets six months after adoption, they
have been completely abandoned. Given that
for most of us, our exercise routine has con-
sisted of sitting slack-jawed in front of a screen,
allowing the fat cells in our thighs to mate and
have huge litters, we have had no need for
shoes. At best, we have walked to the fridge to

New Delhi

It does seem hard to believe that the pan-
demic is the end of the road for grandiose
wedding extravaganzas, valued at over
Rs 100,000 crores, considering India’s most
influential trendsetters have quite recently
flown down Beyoncé and the Cirque du Soleil
to entertain their guests. Fashion designer
Rahul Mishra, 40, who showed at Paris Haute
Couture Week’s online show recently, re-
mains quietly optimistic of a slow but steady
recovery, though the pandemic has robbed
his clients of the in-store shopping experi-
ence. It was an essential part of the ritual,
holding family meetings with the designer,
discussing embroideries and colour themes,
to arrive at the dream wedding wardrobe.
Mishra was quick to adapt to WhatsApp and
Instagram marketing, where he posts trendy
short videos describing India’s intricate
weaves and how they fit his design vision. He
launched an e-commerce platform in June
and he foresees it being way more important
that his flagship store five years from now.
“When I compare my accounts of July 2019
and July 2020, they don’t look very different,”
says Mishra. “In my opinion, clients will be-
come more discerning
and will invest more in
understanding crafts-
manship and the story
behind a brand.”

Indeed, even a brief
re-evaluation of con-
sumerist values will
create havoc in every
industry, not just for the
lakhs employed in fash-
ion and celebration
businesses. Some cor-
rections were long
overdue. It’s also true
that memories are
short. While more peo-
ple are questioning if
everything we did to
self-optimise mattered,
it'sonly because the last
few months have been
sodiscombobulating. A
decade from now,
when academics have
analysed all the
changes COVID wrought upon us, perhaps,
one will be that fine lines and white hair are
acceptable imperfections. It must be noted
thatdespite the pall of gloom, it's not like peo-
ple are okay with staying home, hairy and un-
kempt. Amazon and other online stores have
noted the rise in demand of do-it-yourself
home beauty kits. While sales of lipsticks have
crashed, nail-polish brands are doing very
well. Eye makeup tutorials on YouTube are
notching up lakhs of hits. There’s something
to be said for the well-known contradiction
that Saudi Arabia has always been famous for
— however modestly covered the women
may be, they are the largest consumers of
makeup in the world. No doubt there is a
pause in normal life while people consider
what they want to render obsolete, and bring
back.Isee alot of spiritual metaphors around
that this catastrophe is meant to force us into
new beginnings. More pertinently, it is a re-
minder that we thrive on the shared experi-
ence, and community is precisely what this
capricious virus tears apart.

LeherKalais director, Hutkay Films,and a
columnist with The Indlian Express

get a snack, which, strenuous as it is after a
whole day of thigh breeding, requires just one
pair of flip-flops. Essential workers and those
who needed to walk home will, of course,
have needed relief for their soles, but overall,
in 2020, the more well-heeled you are, the less
well-heeled you have needed to be.

@ Suitcases: The most utterly, completely,
supremely useless objects of 2020 have all
been put away, packed to bursting with
metro passes, ties, sunglasses, razors,
makeup, dinner jackets, trousers, contact
lenses, perfumes and swimsuits. Stuffed
somewhere between these are remnants of
what life felt like pre-COVID — memories of
dark bars and dinner parties, swimming
pools, airport lounges, school sports days, af-
fectionate hugs and dreams of haircuts, mas-
sages and holidays.

Whether or not I claim anything else from
the detritus of this year, those are the things
that I can’t wait to retrieve. You?

VatsalaMamgainis a glutton, cook, runner, tree
lover, shopper, reader and talker
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The Wedding Must Go On

The pandemic and social distancing are shrinking the big, fat Indian wedding —
at least till the virus is around

Surbhi Gupta

ELHI-BASED digital marketer
Chaitali Puri and her
Chandigarh-based fiancé Nitin
Arora had started planning
their engagement and wed-
ding in December last year. They wanted a
“big fat Punjabi wedding”, says Puri, a two-
day event on May 1 and 2, which would in-
clude pheras at sunset followed by a party
that would last the whole night. The couple
got engaged on March 16, but a week later,
everything looked uncertain, as the country

ganise in April and two in June. One family
was particular about the muhurat, so they
went ahead with a ceremony including 10
people, at home. Others have postponed
their plans indefinitely. “Two of my couples
are abroad, so there is no way they can come
to India any time soon,” she says.

Puri and Arora finally did get married in
anintimate ceremony at home, after the lat-
ter’s father suggested on May 1 that they
could still go ahead as planned the next day.
“What followed were 12 hours of complete
madness,” Puri says. The permissions for the
wedding and travel from Chandigarh to Delhi
were managed by 5 pmonMay 1and a pan-

locked down on March 22 coo dit to officiate the cere-
in response to the COVID- mony was finalised by 7
19 pandemic. pm. The wedding feast was

A wedding takes Planners say peOple cooked at home, and the
months, sometimes even d celebrants all wore masks,
years, to plan. Each detail is onotwant to maintaining proper dis-
agonised over, from coor- tance from each other.
dinating outfits with the Spend hUge SUMS O gapitiser bottles were

decor, to creating sangeet
playlists, researching des-

weddings, nor do

placed all over the house,
says Puri, who wore her

tination venues, and sam- mother’s sari, along with
pling lavish menus. Most they want large’ her grandmother's vintage
emergencies are factored elaborately gold choker, instead of the
into the plans, but how elaborate lehnga which she
could anyone plan for an decorated venues hadn’t been able to collect
unprecedented global from the designer.

calamity? Puri and Arora LN Shafiqullah Dar, a 30-

are among the many cou-

ples whose nuptial plans were foiled by the
lockdown. While some decided to postpone
their weddings, others decided to forego
grand events, opting, instead, for intimate
functions at home, as soon as the govern-
ment allowed weddings with up to 50
guests, beginning May 4.

“This isn’t the time for the big fat Indian
wedding atall; intimate weddings and home
ceremonies are the way forward,” says
Aanchal Tuli, who runs The Millennial
Bridesmaid, a wedding-planning company
in Gurugram. She had two weddings to or-

year-old teacher in central
Kashmir’s Budgam district, too, had planned
to have a grand wedding on May 31, with
over 300 people in attendance. “My sister got
married last year and 600 people had graced
the occasion, and we had served a full-
fledged wazwan,” he says. In Kashmir, wed-
dings are synonymous with wazwan, a feast
comprising 15 to 35 dishes. So important is
the wazwan that wedding dates are fixed for
when the waza, the cook; is available. Guests
sit in groups of four around a traami — a
round copper platter thatis heaped with rice
and loaded with dishes such as seekh kebabs

SMALLIS
BEAUTIFUL

(Top) Sanitisers,
masks and a wedding
in Delhi; and a
preparations for a
religious ceremony at
a Sikh wedding in
Delhi

and methi korma. There was none of this for
Dar’s wedding. The guest list was trimmed
down to 20, and comprised only immediate
family. “We savoured a home-cooked meal
served on individual plates and the menu
was also limited,” he says. “Everyone was so
amused to see a baraat, they were calling me
a COVID dulha,” he says.

“Alot of weddings in Kashmir happen in
June and go on till October. We had some
bookings before Ramzan and some after, but
now due to the pandemic, most are getting
cancelled and we are being asked to return
the advance,” says Javed Ahmed Bhatt, who
runs Hamdard Tent House in Anantnag dis-
trict. “We've lived through unrest and cur-
fews in 2008, 2010 and 2016, but weddings
used to take place, even if fewer in number.
But during the pandemic, there have been
almost no weddings,” says Bhatt. The few
that do happen feature what is being called
the “pandemic wazwan”, with fewer dishes
cooked and served by wazas in PPE suits and,
like at Dar’s wedding, eaten by guests onin-
dividual mini traamis.

One of the biggest challenges is prepar-
ing the guest list, says Namrata Rajgarhia,
owner-founder of Two Fat Ladies,a Mumbai-
based wedding planning company. Besides

organising two to three different events for
different groups of 50 people each, they've
instituted a strict RSVP system.

According to Tuli, people no longer want
to spend huge sums on weddings, and nei-
ther do they want large, elaborately deco-
rated venues, where the paucity of guests
will only make the contrast with weddings in
pre-COVID times appear starker. Food menus
have changed because guest lists have
shrunk and buffets are being avoided be-
cause of hygiene concerns.

The intimate art of bridal make-up is one
of the peculiar challenges of weddings right
now. Delhi-based make-up artist Leena
Bhushan ensures that she’s alone in the room
with the bride and one assistant when work-
ing. “We're sanitising our products before
and after the make-up, washing our hands
constantly and doing temperature checks of
the brides, apart from wearing masks, face
shields and PPE suits. 'm covered from head
totoe,” she says, “But it is taking us four hours
instead of two with one bride, so our work
has only increased,” she says.

Weddings planners are now required to
source masks and sanitisers as well. Good
quality masks are bought and made to match
the theme of the occasion. “Every table will
have a sanitiser and entry and exit will have
the standing sanitising unit,” says Tuli.
Wedding planning teams have also shrunk
insize. “We used to work with full-time em-
ployees and freelancers, but now we’ll only
work with employees whose backgrounds
we're sure of,” she says.

Still, weddings, like other celebrations,
are about families and communities coming
together and social distancing remains a
challenge. “It's such a social event, you end
up hugging people, touching the feet of eld-
ers, or dancing with friends,” Rajgarhia says.
Her recommendation is that her clients post-
pone their plans, if they can. “Those who
want to do it now should opt for home cere-
monies, with a bigger celebration later.”

EYE Spy
EVERY FORTNIGHT, WE PICK, YOU WATCH

All Our

Yesterdays
and Todays

INSIDE HER WORLD
A still from Run Kalyani

Geetha J's debut feature is a
delightful meditation on tedium
and solitude

Shubhra Gupta

N GROUNDHOG DAY (1993), the film’s middle-aged

leading man, played by Bill Murray, is stuck in a per-

plexing, never-ending groove: what would you do if

every day was exactly the same, and you were stuck
inone place, and nothing that you did mattered?

Ayoung woman in Geetha J's 100-minute debut fea-
ture, Run Kalyani (2019), could well be asking herself that
question. Kalyani’s days seem to be the same: waking up
in an attic-like room, coming down the steps, greeting
her frail, bed-ridden periamma (aunt), making morning
coffee and getting ready for the day. She works as a cook
in a couple of homes, at some distance from her own
modest dwelling, which is in danger of being taken away
from her. Debts are piling up. Rent is long overdue. The
aunt’s health is failing. Everything in Kalyani’s young life
(she appears to be in her early 20s) seems to be teetering
on the brink: where will she go from here?

The evocative, thought-provoking film follows
Kalyani, as she lets herself in and out of the homes she
works in, clocking the emotional temperature of their
residents, temporarily a part of the eddy-and-swirl of
their rhythms. Observant viewers will soon begin notic-
ing the variations in the pattern. Nothing is exactly the
same. There are subtle shifts every day. And, on the
fourth day,a momentous event changes her life for good.

Geetha ], writer, producer, director, who shuttles be-
tween the UK and her home town Thiruvananthapuram,
began as journalist and critic, and soon moved into the
documentary and experimental film space. Her 2005
documentary, Woman With A Video Camera, was the first
of its kind, with which she began exploring the lives of
ordinary, working-class women. How does the ordinary
become extraordinary? It's all to do with the point-of-
view, and in Run Kalyani, we see that gaze rest upon its
protagonist, as she moves from one day to another.

In the way she opens her eyes, stretches and becomes
aware of her surroundings, you know it's a new day. Does
being alone also mean being lonely? Not when you have
a good-looking partner who shares your space and feeds
your dreams, reading out lyrical lines from great literary
texts. Is he real? Or an imaginary companion?

Those of us who do not understand Malayalam will
miss the beauty of some of the poetry and the literature,
which layers the film. A gentle, wordless romance be-
tween a middle-aged man and an abused woman s con-
ducted through the device of hand-written letters (in this
digital-heavy age, just the thought of someone actually
picking up a pen is sheer romance); you see the beautiful
penmanship, and you read the subtitles, wishing you
could understand more. But when it comes to the feelings
between the two, nothing in lost in translation. Freedom
is the same in every language, as relayed by Kalyani’s mo-
bile face, played beautifully by Garggi Ananthan.

The film opened the 20th edition (virtual) of the New
York Indian Film Festival on Friday ( July 24).1t can be
watched on moviesaints.com, NYIFF's screening partner,
till August 2.

Homeland Insecurity

Can we ever be seen for who we are, and not what we are?

SLICEOF LIFE

SuvirSaran
Suvir Saran is a chef, author, educator and
world traveller

ALLHUMANS, including refugees who have
been dispossessed of their birthplace, are of
a certain ethnicity. We might choose to be
nomads, or migrants or live in a land far away
from our homeland, but our ethnicity never
changes. We are born toit, and die being of it.

At 20, I found myself in Manhattan, the
financial, cultural and urban epicentre of the
United States. Often called “The City” by
those who have visited, lived in, or done busi-
ness there. With its high energy, endless op-
portunities, and rare ability to help people
realise their dreams, it is incomparably cos-
mopolitan and uniquely ecumenical.

My arrival in New York City made me
aware of my ethnicity for the first time. As a
college-goer in India, I was routinely con-
fronted with the question, “What are you?”
Whenlanswered “lama human child”, I pro-
voked disgust at my naiveté. And, then, im-
patience at my unwillingness to accept such
questions and their expected answers as
commonplace. My questioners, mostly
Maharashtrians, were quick to consider me
Punjabi or Kashmiri. Some even assumed I
was “mixed breed”. Many had no qualms
about calling me chikna, code for someone

fair, smooth and soft, or even feminine, pretty;,
or gay. It further needled my questioners
when I refused to give my last name. Those
familiar with popular American music would
accuse me of fashioning myself after
Madonna. Truth be told, I was a student of
Hindustani classical vocal music. Not even re-
motely a fan of Madonna. [ was also not a fan
of being boxed into stereotypes and “isms”.
Isaw life through a prism of my own mak-
ing. Monochromatic life bored me. I preferred
a colourful way of thinking, living and being.
Mumbai was, to my late teen sensibilities, the
Manhattan of India. Yet it was New York City
where I wanted to study, come of age, and
chart the course of my life’s journey. Visiting
itin my mid-teens, I saw firsthand the poten-
tial of the peerlessly brilliant city. I left it hun-
gry for more. Leaving behind bits and bobs of
me waiting to reunite with my soul. Yearning
for a sense of home and belonging.
Manhattan was everything I wanted it to
be and then some. The people of Manhattan
and its boroughs were a unique and interest-
inglot of humanity. A pool and creed of peo-
ple forwhoma all that mattered was their love
of a richly diverse city, the plurality driving

"~ SUVIRSARAN

[ am shocked to find the
food I grew up eating, the
regional attire, and the
decorative arts now being
considered ‘ethnic’

them to greater heights and keeping them
restless in the pursuit of whatever it was that
made them tick.

Manhattan had visitors like me coming
to it from all around the world. The tourists
from lands afar had sensibilities similar to
my own. With these foreigners, I had a con-
cordance. Discordance — accompanied by a
visceral ugliness — came mostly from small-
town Americans. These were the people who
asked about my ethnicity and my religious
beliefs. They wanted to place me into a
stereotypical, formulaic category. In times of
communal tensions like 9/11, they were the
ones who spat on me, called me racial epi-
thets, and even struck me. Thankfully, these
were rare occasions, about a dozen moments
in27 years.

As I make my home in Delhi at 47, I find
myselfin a city very different from what I left
at 18. Delhi is a city of incredible beauty and
shocking challenges that come with aboom-
ing urban sprawl and industrial growth. I see
the hustle and bustle that was New York in
1993, but nowhere near as comfortable with
urbanisation as NYC of 2020. I see the glitz
and glamour, and I see heart-wrenching
poverty. I see cacophonous traffic, and sec-
tions of the country still coming of age, strug-
gles similar to the rural outpost where I set
up afarmin New York State. Towns and peo-
ples ignored by fellow citizens and country,
left behind in the 19th century.

[ am shocked to find the food I grew up
eating, the regional attire, the architectural

New Delhi

sensibilities, the decorative arts — those
things from the past that connect me to my
birthplace — now considered “ethnic”.
Commodities brought into the motherland
from nations far, far away are accorded ac-
colades and price points that deify their be-
ing. Celebrated for their Northern European
provenance, these things are called “food”,
“design”, “art”,and “dress”. While what I left
behind and returned craving to become one
with againis now labeled as “ethnic” — “eth-
nic clothing”, “ethnic food”, “ethnicart”, “eth-
nic dress”.

Colonisers long gone, colonies as we
knew them done with, the norms of the past
ought to be fading away and replaced with
happily acceptable and accepted old ways
and traditions. When we willingly succumb
to Stockholm Syndrome and brand our own
social and cultural identity as “ethnic”, we
are playing right into the hands of the op-
pressors. In this moment, one we own and
influence, we are furthering the stereotypes
and deepening the divides that damage our
human collective. When hate is perpetuated
and perpetrated, it ends up hating the hater
inthe end.

Iam hoping to see a day when I am sim-
ply Suvir. A human being. A day when my
food, clothing, art, style and language are
simply nouns, with no belittling adjective. A
time when they are not reduced to some
“ethnic” version of the “norm”, but have a
place of pride in their own homeland. The
beginning of homeland security.
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Ranjit Lal

Ranjit Lal is an author,
environmentalist and
bird watcher

Taking Flight

The fascinating flying and landing
techniques evolved by birds

HINK OF this: vultures, amongst the heaviest of

birds — some weighing in at 15 kg — are also

the highest flying of all birds, reaching heights

of 11,000 m, and expending scarcely a calorie in
energy while up there. Yes, it takes a lot of mighty wing-
beating to get off the ground, but once they're in the
“zone”, they can fly hundreds of kilometers with nary a
wing-beat. Hummingbirds, the lightest of birds, averag-
ing around 4 g, burn up fuel so fast that they have to be
constantly refuelling on the wing, by taking in their own
body weight in high-octane nectar. Otherwise, they
might just drop dead. At night, they go into a stupor, with
heart and respiratory rates dropping drastically. As air-
craft engineers know, the lighter the aircraft, the easier it
is to get off the ground and save fuel.

So what’s with these vultures and hummingbirds? All
birds are really designed to be as light as possible — they
have hollow bones — and have a respiratory system that
ensures a constant supply of oxygen to their muscles, re-
gardless of inhalation or exhalation of air. They're also
streamlined, with smooth outlines and aerofoil-shaped
wings over which air passes as smoothly as possible, gen-
erating the maximum lift and keeping that enemy of
flight — drag — at bay. For this, a few design tweaks are
necessary. Vultures and pelicans must have broad wings
in order to support their weight; the larger the surface
area of the wing, the more lift it can generate. The prob-
lem happens at the wingtip. Due to the pressure differ-
ences at the top and bottom surface of the wing, eddies or
mini tornadoes of air roll off the edge of the wing from the
bottom to the top, creating turbulence and drag. So the
birds (like others) have solved this problem by having
splayed wingtips — with the feathers at the end — called
the primary feathers — deeply slotted and upturned, so
that the air can pass through them without getting too ag-
itated and causing drag. To facilitate slow flight — say,
while landing — many birds have a tuft of feathers called
the “alula” or bastard wing, which pops up in front of their
wings to smoothen the turbulent airflow as the airspeed
decreases (you can clearly see this in blue-rock doves).
Vultures also attain their economical fuel consumption
figures by hitching rides on thermals, columns of warm
air rising from the ground. Many nest on precarious cliff
faces, so no laborious take-off is necessary.

The wings of birds like albatrosses and other sea-
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UPIN THE AIR

Canada Geese flying in formation

birds are very long and narrow which reduces the turbu-
lence at the wingtips because of the low surface area.
Albatrosses use another trick: they tack back and forth
low over the waves over vast distances, taking advantage
of the difference in wind-speed prevailing close to the
waves and higher up (It's slower near the surface of the
waves due to friction).

The hummingbird has solved its problem by being
light and by flying more like an insect. Normally, a bird’s
wing generates lift only on the down-stroke; the up-
stroke is more a reloading move. But with insects (and
the hummingbird) lift is created by both strokes. Even so,
the hummingbird’s wings may blur at 20 beats per sec-
ond, while its heart thrums at 1,000 beats per minute to
get enough oxygen around, and it must hover to suck in
enough fuel from maybe 1,000 to 2,000 blooms per day.

It has recently been discovered that even the pere-
grine falcon has a special tuft of feathers which pops up
when it’s screaming down at 389 kmph to dampen tur-
bulence that could send it out of control. Valves in the
nostrils also ensure a steady supply of air — and not a gale
blowing through them at that speed — and the eyes are
protected by a nictitating membrane which slides over
before impact with the prey. Owls are equipped with
special sound-dampening feathers so they can approach
prey soundlessly: I once observed a group of four barn
owls demonstrate this in an aviary — it was truly eerie.

Ground-dwelling partridges, pheasants and junglefowl
burn the carbohydrate glycogen in explosive bursts when
panicked, which doesn’t need a supply of oxygen, butin
which waste products build up quickly, tiring the bird.
Long-distance endurance fliers like ducks and geese burn
fat, which need a constant supply of oxygen to be provided
by the blood — hence their meat is “dark”.

Flying techniques have also evolved to enable birds to
escape predators, perhaps the most celebrated being the
“murmuration” of starlings, wherein massive flocks give
a breathtaking display of synchronised flying that com-
pletely bamboozles any predator. Tightly bunched, they
twist and swirl like eddies of smoke, each bird keeping
an eye on its seven closest neighbours, ensuring it main-
tains “safe distance”. On the lookout for the slightest
change in direction, it and the others will follow suit im-
mediately. Long-distance fliers, like ducks and geese fly
in the famous V-formation, wherein the wake left by one
bird’s wingtips are used by the bird following to assist lift,
with a 10 per cent energy saving. To think we stuff these
magnificent creatures in cages.

The New Trees of Delhi

Pradip Krishen on
what the Central
Vista makeover
could mean for the
national capital’s
green spaces

Shiny Varghese

RADIP KRISHEN'S books Trees of
Delhi (Penguin Books, 2006) and
Jungle Trees of Central India
(Penguin Books, 2013) have not
justtuned our eyes to look at flow-
ers, leaves and branches more closely, but also
revealed the “man-made” choices that cre-
ate our wilderness. As the Central Vista
Redevelopment leads to a plan to replant
Lutyens’ Delhi, the naturalist reminds us
about the missteps that colonial rulers made
in 1912, and why our natural biodiversity is
sounderutilised. Excerpts from an interview:

What's your opinion about the latest
horticulture plan for the Central Vista
Redevelopment?

All we have to go by is the article that ap-
peared in The Indian Express on July 19 (“In
Central Vistarevamp, firm to focus on trees that
restore Lutyens era look”). It's very worrying
for several reasons. The firm HCP Design,
which is executing the design for the Central
Vista ‘revamp’, says it wants to stick to the
original ‘palette’ of trees that Edwin Lutyens
planted, and also said it was going to replant
one species that has a lifespan of abouta 100
years. Except that, first of all, they don’t seem
to know what the ‘original palette’ is — they
mention jamun, banyan and peepal and an
astonishing entity they call a ‘forest ficus’.
Nowy, first of all, banyans and peepals are de-
cidedly not part of any original palette of
trees on the Central Vista. Next, they don’t
seem to know what the third kind of ficus is
— thisinitselfis alarming. Furthermore, they
completely ignore several other trees like the
chir (cheed) pine, maulshri and bistendu,
which are a distinctive part of the landscape
around Vijay Chowk.

What are they doing wrong?

[remember talking to an old jamun-seller
near India Gate. It was he who first alerted me
to the fact that the jamuns around Central
Vista were rai jamuns that ripen in bhaadon
(August-September), distinct from the
smaller jamoa that ripen in aashaadh (June-
July). The difference corresponds to a species
difference between Syzygium nervosum and
Syzygium cumini. They're distinct trees, not
justin the time of ripening of their fruit, but
also in their form. The big, spreading, shady
trees that grow along the Central Vista are a
special kind of jamun, not just any old jamun.
Do they know this and will they bother to find
out? Don’t you think that if you're planting
up a grand, ceremonial avenue, you need to
know exactly what you're doing?

You've said before that New Delhi’s trees
are a British legacy. Could you elaborate?
The area chosen to be imperial Delhi —
which came to be known as ‘Lutyens’ Delhi’
— was a tabula rasa, pretty much a blank
slate. Starting with the Imperial Capital
Committee’s Report in 1912, British planners
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and arboriculturists chose which trees
should flank each avenue in the new capital.
Lutyens himself and William Mustoe, who
was superintendent, Government Gardens,
inNew Delhi, are said to have decided which
tree should be planted where, all this over
breakfast every morning in a Lutyens’ bunga-
low on (I think) Sunehri Bagh road.

What was unique about their plan?

They wanted to choose particular trees
that they thought would be exactly the right
size and shape to ‘frame’ monuments or
other features that could be seen at the ends
of these roads. In that first report of 1912, they
identified eight species for this purpose.
That's areally tiny number for what was up-
wards of 40 roads and streets. Slowly, this
number swelled to 12 or 13 but what’s most
interesting is why they chose the particular
species that they did. Several trees, which
were favourite avenue trees of the Mughals,
trees like shisham, banyan and mango, for ex-
ample, found no place in their scheme. I've
tried to piece together the biases and criteria
that might have influenced decisions about
which trees to plant. It's acomplicated story,
but to simplify, these trees had to meet the
following criteria: (a) they had to be ever-
green (b) they should not be ‘common’ and
(c) they had to be the ‘right’ size for the av-
enues where they were to be planted.

Lutyens was not familiar with Indian trees.
He would have relied hugely on Mustoe’s ex-
perience of being in Punjab for many years
before he was called in to Delhi. But, for me,
the most curious criterion is evergreen-ness.
Trees that are well adapted to Delhi’s natural
ecology are not evergreen. An environment
that has only two months of rain concen-
trated in one big pulse cannot support ever-
green trees. For a tree to survive ina monsoon
climate, it has to shut down and become dor-
mant in the long dry season in order to sur-
vive. So, in effect, choosing evergreen trees
for Delhi is not such a smart idea.

So, what has worked and what hasn’tin

TREEFOR JOY
An old rai jamun in
Delhi; (above)
Pradip Krishen
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the many avenues of Central Vista?

This was their biggest mistake — opting
for evergreen species, trees like arjun and ja-
mun and so on. Quite apart from the ecolog-
ical misunderstanding that underlies this
thinking, why would you effectively ‘cut out’
one of the most beautiful events that hap-
pen in deciduous forests — the flush of new
leaves in spring? I don’t deny that many of
our avenues in New Delhi look very beauti-
ful. But at some point, [ think we're going to
have to do an environmental audit of their
performance. Are they excessively thirsty?
How much water do they consume? Can we
afford to go on watering them at that rate?
These questions are going to become more
and more urgent as time goes on.

Which trees have ‘worked’ in my opinion?

PRADIPKRISHEN

I have a favourite tree in Lutyens’ Delhi — one
that is not very well known. It’s called anjan
(Hardwickia binata) and its home is in rocky
hillsides starting with the Satpuras and then
going all the way down the Eastern Ghats. The
British planted it sparingly in New Delhi,
probably because they weren’t very sure of
how well it would do in Delhi. They hedged
their bets by interplanting it with neem on
Pandara Road. They planted it on four round-
abouts on either side of the Central Vista. It's
a beautiful tree, and it's looking particularly
lovely at this moment at the start of our rains.
Go outand look at it now.

What have been the consequences of the
British curating our jungles?

When the British decided to ‘manage’
India’s forests in the mid-19th century, they
had no schools of scientific forestry in Britain.
France and Germany were the pioneers in
Europe, and you wouldn't catch the English
asking the French for a favour. So they brought
in German foresters to teach the Indian Forest
Service how to manage our forests. The
Germans believed ina kind of forest manage-
ment that foregrounded human needs. All the
trees that were of nodirect use as timber were
regarded as rubbish to be removed. Theirideal
forest was serried ranks of even-aged trees of
asingle species, harvested at regular intervals.

[ was surprised to discover that German
forestry still works on similar principles.
Ninety per cent of Germany’s forests today is
made up of only 11 tree species. Some of them
are exotic. They tried to do this in India, too.
When I was writing my book on central
Indian jungles, I'd follow a trail that I'd have
read about from anaccountin, say, the 1880s.
I was looking for the richest, most diverse
patches of forest in the region. All gone. All
planted up with teak. And it’s still happening.

We have upwards of 260 species of na-
tive trees in our country. We use — in our
planted landscapes — maybe 50 or 60 of
these species. That's about two per cent of
our natural biodiversity in trees. Don’t you
think that’s shocking?

A Melody from
the Pits of Hell

Why an Italian pianist has been archiving
music composed by prisoners in World War II
concentration camps

Suanshu Khurana

IN 1941, Polish violinist J6zef Kropinski was
sent to Auschwitz, located in southern
Poland (then occupied by Nazi forces).
Kropinski’s crime: he was involved in pub-
lishing an underground newspaper. Once in-
side the concentration camp, he realised that
if he were to survive the medical experi-
ments and the back-breaking labour, he had
to hold on to music.

Kropinski, then 26, joined the camp or-
chestra. He managed to write 10 composi-
tions in Auschwitz, according to his son, even
as his comrades died every day. In early 1945,
he was sent to Buchenwald, another concen-
tration camp in east-central Germany. He
would hide at night, in a room piled with hu-
man cadavers, and write music by the light
of a single candle. Kropinski stayed at
Buchenwald till the end of the war, and died
inBreslauin 1970. He didn’t live long enough
to see any of his music performed.

Can a person with nothing left in the
world, find a redemptive spark or joy of any
kind? “Yes,” says 55-year-old Italian pianist
Franceso Lotoro in a Skype conversation.
Since 1988, Lotoro has been on a journey to
find the forgotten music of concentration
camps. “Itis the very notion of resistance, not
allowing yourself to be completely beaten

by people who want your physical and intel-
lectual death... Music kept them alive. It was
to preserve and assert their humanity,”
Lotoro says in The Maestro: In Search of the
Last Music(2017),a documentary film on his
quest made by Franco-Argentine filmmaker
Alexandre Valenti.

Lotoro lives in Barletta, a little town hug-
ging the Adriatic Sea in Italy. Thirty years ago,
he gave up a career as an active concert pi-
anist to find, archive and record music com-
posed by inmates in the “death camps”. “Itis
my duty as a musicologist, researcher and
musician to restore this concentrationary lit-
erature,” says Lotoro.

A handful of musicologists had already
done some work on this, including Polish
musician Aleksander Kulisiewicz, who spent
five years in the Sachsenhausen camp. Jewish
music and Jewish classical musicians play-
ing in conservatories were banned in the
German Reich but they were allowed to play
inside the camps “in controlled conditions”.

In 1988, Lotoro began a search for music
made by Jews in the Nazi concentration
camps. “The first four-five years I only did that.
Then a musicologist in Prague suggested that
Iexpand my research. Yes, Jews wrote a lot of
music in the camps but there are many peo-
ple who were deported or who were interned
in these camps — Christians, Bahai, Sufi,
Gypsies, Spaniards (refugees of Spanish civil

BEING HUMAN

Francesco Lotoro

GIUSEPPE MARCHISELLA

war), Roma, the disabled, homosexual or po-
litical dissidents. There were also the politi-
cal and war prisoners in America, Japan and
India, incarcerated by various regimes. Soon,
it became the only mission of my life,” says
Lotoro, whose current collection of musical
scores is about 8,000 and includes melodies
written in concentration camps and in mili-
tary captivity between 1933 and 1953.

Over these decades, Lotoro has met many
survivors and their families. A lot of the in-
terviews began with phone calls. These were

New Delhi

tough conversations as they didn’t want to
be reminded of that traumatic time, “but the
music needed to be freed”. “The lives could
not be restored or fully healed. But this is
what I need to do,” says Lotoro.

On one such visit to Prague, in 1990,
Lotoro discovered a five-act opera, an opti-
mistic and joyous composition titled Three
Hairs of the Wise Old Man, created by Czech
composer Rudolf Karel, who was associated
with anti-Nazi resistance and later captured
by the Gestapo in 1943. He was held at
Terezin concentration camp, in Czech
Republic, where prisoners were kept before
they were sent for extermination. The score
was written on various pieces of toilet paper
with charcoal provided by a warden in the
hospital section, who also helped smuggle
out the music and kept them hidden with his
daughter’s homework. Karel died in 1945.
But his music made it out. “I recorded it with
an orchestra for posterity,” says Lotoro.

In the long list of musicians he met, there
was famed Israeli pianist Alexander Tamir,
originally a Lithuanian Jew who composed
Shtiller Shtiller (Quiet, quiet), a song in
Yiddish, for a music competitionin the Vilna
ghetto operated by Nazis in Lithuania. The
song written by Tamir’s father spoke of the
despair of his people but was sung as a lull-
aby so that the Nazis didn’t understand what
it meant. Tamir survived the Vilna ghetto and
lived in Jerusalem until August 2019.

Lotoro was borna Christian but converted
to Judaism in 2004 along with his wife. The
collection of catalogues, symphonies and
recordings are going to be housed in a
“citadel” for which the Italian government re-
cently provided him with the site of an old
brandy distillery in Barletta. The space will
include a museum, a library, a theatre and a
cafe, and will be constructed over the next
fouryears. “In all the brutality, there was mu-
sic, the seven notes that allowed them to ex-
press the human in them, a yearning to be
free, sometimes just to get past the day. My
life’s work is just a small effort in giving their
music the voice they deserve,” says Lotoro.
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HARYANA TO HOST KHELO INDIA

Haryana will host the fourth edition of the Khelo India
Youth Games after the 2021 Tokyo Olympics, the state's
chief minister Manohar Lal Khattar and union sports
minister Kiren Rijiju announced on Saturday. The
Games will be held in Panchkula.

Broad smile on English faces

A quickfire 62 off 45 and 2 for 17 gives hosts the momentum; WI 137 for 6

SANDIPG
JULY 25

THE JOY is back on Stuart Broad’s face.
Snubbed for the first Test a fortnight ago, he
was grumpy and publicly expressed his dis-
pleasure. But since returning to the team, he
has enjoyed a terrific run of form. If his six
wickets were crucial in setting up a series-
levelling win, his all-round produce on the
second day of the decider has put England
on course of reclaiming the Wisden Trophy.

First, he turned the game around with his
bat, his exciting cameo (62 off 45 balls) jet-
setting England to a stiff total of 369 after
striding into the middle much earlier than
expected following the loss of four wickets
for 18 runs in 22 balls. Later with the ball, he
helped England tighten the grip over the
match, seeing off the stubborn Kraigg
Brathwaite and the reliable Roston Chase.
Subsequently, West Indies stumbled to 137/6
when bad light stopped play.

Broad is no longer the batsman he once
promised to be — his lone hundred has now
attained a standoffish cult status. Even his
propensity to produce the odd cameo has di-
minished, and his batting barely sneaks into
pub-tables, forget coffeehouses. But he illus-
trated that while his technique may never
again stand up to the scrutiny of a proper Test
innings, his eye remains as excellent as ever.

He batted with such nonchalance that he
seemed to be mocking at conclusions that
he is a walking wicket to short-pitched de-
liveries. Rather, he has devised a method to
nullify his weakness. It’s not foolproof or
pretty, but it was ridiculously effective and
frustrated the West Indies pacers. As soon as
the bowler is about to release the ball, Broad
would start opening up his stance, clear his
frontleg and manufacture room to swing his
shoulders. Depending on where the ball was
pitched, he would cream them over mid-
wicket, club them past square leg, blast them
down the ground or slash them over point.
Several times he swiped the air, but he also
lashed them to the fences.

Roach, whose morning spell was as inci-
sive as it was hostile, was smacked over mid-
wicket, an unalloyed attacking stroke beyond
the decorum of mainstream batsmen. He
then filleted through the least expensive of

Stuart Broad boosted England’s total before striking with the ball. Reuters

West Indies’ bowlers, Jason Holder. In the
space of 14 balls, the captain was bludgeoned
for seven fours, the last of which brought up
his fifty from 33 balls, third joint-fastest half-
century for an Englishman. He added 12
more runs before miscueing a low full-toss,
but by the time had already yielded 76 runs
with his stout partner Dom Bess and taken
the match away from the visitors.

It was Broad'’s first Test fifty since the
Boxing Day Test of December 2017 and his
highest score in 125 innings dating back to a
score of 65 against Australia at Trent Bridge
in2013. It wouldn’t have been timelier, when
England had crumbled from 246 for four to
280 for eight in the face of a heavy second
new-ball onslaught from Shannon Gabriel
and Roach. Forget 350, even 300 seemed a
sweat. But then intervened Broad, and he
hardly seemed to break a sweat.

An hour later, he intervened again, pick-
ing out Brathwaite, West Indies’s best hope
of putting on a reasonable total on board. But
the hope lasted only four balls into his first

over, when he made one nibble off the seam
and brushed his outside edge to the first slip.
Brathwaite was waiting for the nip-backer,
but Broad dialled his old friend, the away-
swinger. Laterinthe day,at the backend ofa
belligerent second spell, he summoned the
nip-backer to pin Roston Chase in front.

With Chase’s predilection to thrust the
front leg and bring the bat around it, he was
always going to be fodder for Broad. Between
these strikes, James Anderson bagged a
brace, an inch-perfect out-swinger followed
by a razor-sharp in-swinger while Jofra
Archer bounced out John Campbell with a
ripping lifter. Chris Woakes later chimed in
with Jermaine Blackwood’s wicket to leave
the visitors tottering and Broad wheeling
away in joy.

BRIEF SCORES: England 369 in 111.5 ovs
(Rory Burns 57, Jos Buttler 67, Ollie Pope 91,
Stuart Broad 62; Kemar Roach 4/72) vs West
Indies 137 for 6 in 47.1 ovs (John Campbell
32; Broad 2/17, James Anderson 2/17)

Europe’s final countdown

Liverpool’s first-ever Premier League trophy, won at a canter, ended any hopes of the last day of the league
becoming a frantic climb for the top spot. But such is the financial pull that come this weekend, three teams go
through the gauntlet, with two coming out of it ensuring a spot among Europe’s elite and a roundabout of
£50 million. Even that may not be enough if the Europa League throws a few surprises.

WITH 37 games completed,
Liverpool and Manchester City
stand first and second respec-
tively on the table and have
guaranteed a Champions
League spot for themselves
next season. And then comes a
three-way race between
Manchester United, Chelsea
and Leicester City that has ca-
reened into the final day of the
season with the Foxes hosting
the Red Devils at King Power
Stadium.

£50 MN WINDFALL

Manchester Utd currently
stand third on the table with 63
points and have a +28 goal dif-
ferential. A frantic pace kept by
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s young
team after Christmas and a vital
signing in Bruno Fernandes -
coupled with a disastrous re-
turn to football by Leicester in
the post-Covid 19 session of
Premier League football, has
seen United stay within touch-
ing distance of reaching the
Champions League.

A win or a draw tomorrow
not only guarantees United’s
coffers go up £50 million in
prize money and broadcast
revenue but also ensures that
their Adidas sponsorship deal
doesn’tget affected. Signed on
a10-yeardeal for £75 milliona
year, there is a clause in the
Adidas contract that states that
if United fail to qualify for the
Champions League, then they
incura £22.5 million deduction
—acostly proposition even fora
club like United.

LEICESTER SLIP

Manchester United face a
Leicester side that was chal-

Solskjaer’s United need a win or a draw against Leicester
to guarantee a Champions League spot. File

WHAT THESE THREE TEAMS NEED TO DO:

CHELSEA: Need awinora
draw against Wolves or need
Man Utd to beat Leicester

MANCHESTER UNITED:
Need to win or draw against
Leicester. Or need Chelsea to

i lose their match against
i Wolves.

i LEICESTER CITY: Need to

i beat Man Utd or need to

: draw and then hope that

i Chelsealose against Wolves.

lenging for the title at
Christmas and are now ar-
guably the worst placed
among the three clubs in the
mix for Champions League
qualification.

One point behind United
on 62 and on the same goal dif-
ference as the 20-time cham-
pions, Leicester have their
work cut out.

A disastrous run of form
has seen them win only two of
their eight Premier League
games onreturn and their best
hope on Sunday seems to be
not them, but the tired legs of

their opposition.

Leicester go up against a
United team that hasbeenrun
to the ground and a defeat to
Chelsea in the FA Cup com-
bined with a narrow 1-1 draw
to West Ham United on
Wednesday for United only
improves the chances that the
Foxes have at home.

BLUES SURGE

Chelsea’s first full season
under Frank Lampard has seen
them on the cusp of a
Champions League spotand an

opportunity to finish with an
FA Cup. They are also in the mix
with the Champions League
but face aBayern Munich team
that has had alonger period to
rest after completing their
Bundesliga triumph promptly
after the restart in Germany.
The Blues face a Wolves
team that are on their own
journey to get to the Europa
League. Chelsea need a solitary
point from this fixture or re-
quire United to beat Leicester.

SURPRISE ENTRANTS

The talkis revolving around
Manchester United, Leicester
and Chelsea fightingit out fora
UCL spot but they might very
well be in danger of missing out
if the Wolves rise to the chal-
lenge.

Still a part of the Europa
League, awinin the second-tier
continental competition would
guarantee them a Champions
League spot. Chelsea are in a
similar position as they are in
contention to win the
Champions League and thus
guarantee a spot in the compe-
tition next year.

If Chelsea and Wolves both
win the Champions League and
Europa League respectively,
and neither finish in the top
four, then both of them would
be a part of next season’s UCL
and the team that finished
fourthin the league would have
to contend with a Europa
League spot instead.

SHASHANKNAIR

ON THE TUBE : Chelsea vs
Wolves 8:30 PMIST; Leicester
City vs Manchester United
8:30 PM IST (on Star Sports
Network and Hotstar).

BRIDGE

Don’t be afraid to give up a trick early. Sometimes it is the only way to make
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Shirish Deshmukh

HE bravehearts of
I India, we are very
proud of you and

salute you for your extraor-
dinary spirit, valour, sacri-
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over 50 member industries.
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merly known as Defence
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DEMA: Making quality defence equipment
ot

worked on projects like missile launcher con-

neered products for defence use
is a complex task involving highly

for various rockets, servo-controlled platforms
for rockets and guns, UAVS, and aero products,

We have members who have  tured by DEMA members are ruggedised and

comply with JSS-55555 standards as well as

DEMA members have shown exceptional
commitment by supporting defence projects
of high national importance for a long period of
more than 10 years.

The cooperative spirit among DEMA mem-

tional defence product and project develop-
ment and manufacturing organisations.

Read. Engage. Deliver.

ADVERTORIAL | Aninitiative by @ ©
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and it has been successfully implemented by
its members in many multidisciplinary engi-
neering defence projects.

With the honourable Prime Minister’s ap-
peal for being “Atmanirbhar”, DEMA members

fice and love towards our The DEMA members are quali- % specialised engineering knowl-  climatic test chambers, sensors, and many  bers should be a tremendous asset to make  are fully geared and charged up to undertake
motherland. DEMA Manu-  fied technocrats and have experi- iy e edge and professional skills. more. The equipment and systems manufac-  collaborations with indigenous and interna-  any challenge offered to them in the hi-tech-

nology field. And behind all this is a strong be-
liefin India’s progress and self-reliance.

EMI/EMC 461 E standards.

KARGIL VIJAY DIWAS

“We shall always remain >
indebted to your sacrifice” >

President, DEMA Equipment Manufacturer's  velopment, manufacturer and supply of engi-  trollers and Missile check-out systems, fuses DEMA believes in the consortium concept Jai hind. Bharat mata ki jai.

BADAWE ENGINEERS PVT. LTD.

KEY PRODUCTS

> INTEGRATED MULTI AXIS SERVO SYSTEMS

SOTM SYSTEMS

AUTOMATIC PLATFORM & VEHICLE LEVELLING

SYSTEM. AND OUTTRIGGERS AND MASTS

> STABILSED PLATFORMS FOR EW SYSTEMS

12 Years of Service to Nation > SHIP BORNE LAND BASED AND AIR BORNE TARGET
TRAKING SYSTEM

> UNMANNED GROUND AND AIRBORNE VEHICLES

Manufacturers of Electrical Dynamometers

and Associated Test Equipment

Complete Test Units with Automation
Qver A Wide Range of Power and spead for
Digzel Engines
Gasoline Engines
Eleciric Moboes
Subrmersible mators
Industal Drivas

fiaro Engines
Tranamigsion Syslams
Starer genaralar &= rig
Ganaralor lest ngs

Making Bharat #AtmaNirbhar

Inertial Navigation System

Air & Water Quality Monitoring

ASSOCIATED ELEKTRODYNE INDUSTRIES PVT. LTD
55022 Fat o &, Prasamz Agls. Ashok Peth, Pure -411 DH:

WORKS: Weg, T BLOCE, WIDG, BHOSAR], FUME 411028
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Weather Monitoring System

Factory: Gat No. 59,, Mouje Kasurdi Khedebare, Pune.
Phone: ++91 7798984849 Fax: +91 20 25446759
Email: bepl@badaweengineers.com

www.aeronsystems.com
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Ty | miument Digitronies We Salute our Heroes
Nitin Bhonge Put. Ltd. M P -
Founder & MD Driven by Vision, Powered by Technology anufacturers of <3 I§
Defense grade Custom built Switch Mode Power Supplies ! Established in 1994, a Turnkey project management
QUASAR-3S Al IOT RF v, BE-BIE mrarians i B company specialized in Robotic Welding Automation,
; = =1 aw Liquid Cooled Power Supplies 1 J Material handling and SPMs. We have been working with
1[" T % ot Thdl Electronic Loads V. V. Damle Private Sector as well as Government Organizations such
b L b Special purpose power sources Founder as OFC, OFAJ and HEMRL and have successfully delivered

R & D Consultant

= = = and installed Robotic Nub Welding System for OFAJ.
& 5 ?{ Key Strengths
Al powered GPU accelerated € Excellent products
Vector Signal Generator & 56 Bluetooth SATCOM Pan-India network for product support
Spectrum Analyzer = = = End-to-end involvement from Product development stage to integration
AL & IOT Participated in prestigious projects with all DRDO's
Al systems by implementing robust IRNSS mmWave wian Nb-loT Bharat Electronics, Tata Power, L & T and Railways
capabilities : Defense & DRDO

Factory

24,36, Electronic Co-op. Estate Ltd.
Pune-Satara Road,

Pune 411 009

Tel No.: 020 24526000

FaxNo: 020 24224557

E-mail: systems@digitronicspower.com

Marketing Office

Jai Sales Corporation

103, Blue Cross Chambers
11, Infantry Road Cross,
Bangalore 560001

Tel. No.: 080-40849899

Fax No: 08025593526
E-mail: marketing@jsc.co.in

* Error Simulation

* Encoder / Decoder Acceleration

* Framework for fusion of
different signals

* Object detection and
localization * Pose estimation

* Semantic segmentation

* Video enhancement and
intelligent analytics

* Satellite Jamming

* Drone Jamming

* SDR development for defense

* Dedicated defense communication
protocol simulation

* Complex communication

* GPS Spoofing

* Superfast encrypted transmission

* SDR technology for missiles

) DRAN

ENGINEERS PVT. LTD.

S. No. 30/6, Dhayari-Narhe Road, Dhayari, Pune 411 041 (India)
Tel. No. : +91-20-24690470, 66246600 « Fax No. : (Extn.) 206
Email : sagar@dranindia.com Website : www.dranindia.com

Now Part of JSC Group

WWwWw.cyronics.com

Pioneers In Environmental Test Chambers

JAHAGIRDAR AERO PRODUCTS

“KARGIL VIJAY DIVAS”
Salute to Indian Army

JAP

e FRE WEIL L 010 Camping

e Designers, Manufacturers & System Integrators of
Targets for Missiles & Anti-Aircraft guns
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles
Unmanned Airships & Aerostats
UAV Subsystems & Payloads

# & &N

KASCO INDUSTRIES PVT. LTD.

“Fiai

Netcheck Group of Companies

Service Providers for

All Types of Aerial Targets for Missiles & Gunnery i
Aerial Surveillance & Mapping §

Aerial Platform for Subsystem Evaluation

Research Partners in development of aerial vehicles

Mut-Work=s Dallvared"

Target Hiring Services

High Subsonic, Medium Speed Catapult Launch Targets
UAVs, Airships & Aerostats

SCS Vehicle Convov for Target & UAV Operations

Pronwd to be assocrited with fndian Deifence,

LR s ang Ordnance £acfones i

Contact - Y. P. Jahagirdar| Yash Jahagirdar

204/A, Station Road, AHMEDNAGAR 414 001. MH. INDIA

Phone : +91 241 2355023 | Mob.: +91 98220 54630 / +91 9011496999
E-mail : yogendra@japaero.org | Website : www.japaero.org

Systems Produetion & Frocess Aufosnition

Contaot: Mr. Mohan L Pasalkar Mohile: ot ogg008 (945K
email;infoianercheckindincom

THETA CONTROLS, PUNE Em

I DEFENCE 5YSTEMS

THETA is currentiy invalved with multiple users
across varicus DROOS FEUs ard povate Defercs
Munufacturers

Plot No 82, Ramtekdi Industrial Estate Hadapsar, Pune 411013.
Email : info@kascoindustries.com | M: 9373450733 | Url : www.kascoindustries.com

We Salute Indian Armed Forces
- FROM -

TECHNOFOUR ELECTRONICS

Salute to India’s
Bravehearts,
on Kargil Diwas !

SCI-COM

Domains D E F E N C E PVT. LT D. We Offer -

e Electro-optics (laser range finder, seeker, Q-switch driver, FO-Gyro, ToF ' * Electronics Development -
imaging) o . - Manufacturer's of - Embedded, Bower

e Digital Communication (SDR, COSPAS-SARSAT SAR receiver, CDMA, P 3 :
UHF TxRx, ANC) Testing Systems, Mines and Fuses. * Test Equipment

e Radar (wind profiler, ionoSonde, radio altimeter, radio proximity
sensor, simulators)

e Industrial Automation, Machine Vision, Internet-of-things, Industry 4.0

e Smartsecurity (PIDS, perimeter radar) and video analytics

* Rugged Ethernet Switches

ﬁﬁ%

Pravin Dhole

Technologies

e Signals, Image/Video Processing, Modeling and
Simulation

¢ HW/SW/System Development, Verification and
Validation (QT/AT)

e Latest platforms (PLC, micro-controller, DSP, FPGA,
SoC, Server)

E-mail : vishwas.udpikar@scicomsoftware.com

Mob. : +91-9860219911

* QGQ ( READ. ENGAGE. DELIVER.) IS THE MARKETING SOLUTIONS TEAM OF THE INDIAN EXPRESS GROUP
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