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Gehlot slams the door,
but leadership keeps a
window open for Pilot

MANOJCG
& HAMZAKHAN
NEW DELHI, JAIPUR, JULY 15

EVEN AS Rajasthan Chief
Minister ~ Ashok  Gehlot
Wednesday made a frontal at-
tack on Sachin Pilot, who has
been removed as deputy CM and
state party president, the party’s
central leadership is keeping its
doors open for him. Pilot reiter-
ated again on Wednesday that
he is not joining the BJP.

In his first such remarks
against Pilot, without mention-
ing him by name, Gehlot said the
former deputy CM was “in-
volved” in the BJP’s “conspiracy”
to topple his government and
claimed proof of “horse-trading”
by him. He also said Pilot had
risen in the party ranks without
the kind of work leaders of his
generation had putin.

Late on Tuesday night,
Congress chief whip Mahesh

BUSINESS AS USUAL

By UNNY
e Tt
i

Joshi approached Speaker CP
Joshi to disqualify Pilot and the
18 MLAs who have stayed away
from party meetings and are be-
lieved to be siding with him.
Significantly, Gehlot’s attack
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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TRACKING INDIA’'S COVID CURVE

CASES:
9,36,180

135

DAYS SINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

RECOVERED: 5,92,031
DEATHS: 24,309

TESTS: 1,24,12,664/ DOUBLING RATE: 21.38**

KEYSTATES TOTAL SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* | RATE**
mMaharashtra | 2,67,665 6,741 3.03% | 23.72
mTamil Nadu 147,324 4526 | 315% | 22.88
m Delhi 1,15,346 1,606 | 1.65% | 43.52
mKarnataka 44,077 2496 | 7.36% 9.79
mTelangana 37,745 1,524 | 457% 15.77

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

**Calculated over 7-day growth

CASE FATALITY RATIO POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILY OUT
7 DAYS EARLIER: 7 DAYS EARLIER: DETECTED TODAY
2.78 7.09 29,429
NOW: NOW: RECOVERED TODAY:
2.60 71.54 20,572
Deaths as a ratio of Positives against Becoming sick vs
positive cases (in %); number tested recovering; more
indicator of progress (in %); indicator of recoveries for 14 days
in averting deaths the spread of disease may signal the peak

Dataas on July 14, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers include
data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

VIKAS DUBEY CASE

Youth killed
was 10, just
cleared 12th,
says family

MANISH SAHU
KANPUR, JULY 15

THE FAMILY of Prabhat Mishra
alias Kartikey, killed in an alleged
encounter as the Uttar Pradesh
Police hunted for gangster Vikas
Dubey and his aides, has claimed
that he was a minor.

They said Kartikey had
cleared his Class 12 Uttar
Pradesh school board exams on
June 29, 10 days before he was
killed. His Class 10 marksheet
and an Aadhaar card record his
date of birth as May 27, 2004,
making him 16 years of age.

Police had launched a hunt
for Dubey after his men killed
eight of its personnel in a
shootout at Kanpur’s Bikru vil-
lage on July 3, during a failed raid
to arrest him. Kartikey’s family
lives next to Dubey’s home in
Bikru.

Inspector General, Kanpur
range, Mohit Agarwal said he had
noinformation on Kartikey’s age,
and reiterated that the Haryana
Police had recovered pistols used
in the Bikru shootout from him
atthe time of his arrest on July 8.
The police in Faridabad, from
where he was held, had said
Kartikey was 19. “Dubey used to
have youths in his gang. He
would influence them just as ter-
rorists do,” said Agarwal.

According to the UP Police,
they were bringing Kartikey
from Faridabad to Kanpur on July
9, when he snatched the pistol of
asub-inspector and tried to flee.
“The encounter took place in the
Panki area of Kanpur. The police
vehicle had aflat tyre. Taking ad-
vantage, Kartikey tried torun. He

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

TOPICKUP 7.7 PER CENT STAKE IN JIO PLATFORMS

Google toinvest Rs 33,737 crin Jio,
to develop entry-level smartphone

Ready for 5G when spectrum s available next year: Ambani

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, JULY 15

AFTERINVESTMENTS by a clutch
of global tech giants including
Facebook, Google has signed up
with Jio Platforms, the digital
subsidiary of Reliance Industries
Ltd (RIL), toinvestRs 33,737 crore
(or approximately $4.5 billion)
fora7.7 per cent stake. The strate-
gic deal would likely lead to un-
veiling of new technology prod-
ucts and solutions in India.

Ambani, Pichai

Making a string of announce-
ments in the digital and telecom
market at the company's virtual
annual general meeting (AGM),

RIL Chairman Mukesh Ambani
said Jio has designed and devel-
oped acomplete 5G solution that’s
ready for launch as soon as spec-
trum is made available next year.
Jio and Google have also en-
tered into a commercial agree-
ment to jointly develop anentry-
level affordable smartphone
with optimisations to the
Android operating system and
the Play Store, Ambani said.
On Monday, Google said it
has committed $10 billion
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Amid China chill, US tech
glants warm up to Jio

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

GOOGLE'S INVEST-
MENT of Rs 33,737
crore, or $4.5 billion, in
Jio Platforms takes the
total money pumped
into India’s largest tele-
com company by US-based in-
vestors to more than $16.7 bil-

EXPLAINED

lion — almost half of what India
received from the US as foreign
direct investment (FDI) over the
last two decades.

Jio’s fundraising spree
this year has also left be-
hind the cumulative in-
vestments made in
India’s technology sector
in the whole of 2019,
which stood at $9.36 billion.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Slated to be
next CEC,

Lavasa now
headed for ADB

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 15

ELECTION COMMISSIONER
Ashok Lavasa, who was next in
line to head the poll panel, has
been appointed by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) as
vice-president.

Lavasa still has over two years
leftin his termat
the Election
Commission of
India. He would
have retired as
the Chief
Election
Commissioner
(CEC)in October
2022.AsCEC, he
would  have
conducted
Assembly elections in Uttar
Pradesh, = West  Bengal,
Uttarakhand, Punjab, Manipur
and Goa, among other states.

According to sources,
Lavasa's appointment to the ADB
was finalised with the concur-
rence of the Union government.

ADB spokesperson
Ramoncito dela Cruz did not re-
spond to this newspaper's

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Ashok
Lavasa

AN EXPRESS INVESTIGATION — PART 2

All of them cleared to get Amphan relief, all
unrelated, all have same father —

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
&ATRIMITRA

HOWRAH, SOUTH 24
PARGANAS, JULY 15

AT KALINAGAR gram panchayatin
West Bengal, the final list of bene-
ficiaries cleared to get compensa-
tion for houses that were damaged
by Cyclone Amphan reads like
this: Surajit Sadukhan (Father:
Kalipodo Das), Dipali Mondol
(Father: Kalipodo Das), UttamBera
(Father: Kalipodo Das).

The list goes on. Butaninves-
tigation by The Indian Express re-
vealed that Kalipodo Das exists
only on paper and these benefici-

(Top) Meena, wife of Surajit
Sadukhan; Dipali Mondal;
Uttam Bera. All three have
concrete houses. (Right)
Jahirul with a photo of his
father, a beneficiary, who
died three years ago.

Partha Paul

on paper

aries are all unrelated. And all the
three own concrete houses that
withstood the cyclone.

That's just one symptom of
the string of alleged irregulari-
ties in the manner in which
these lists have been prepared.

Investigation of official

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

PM Narendra Modi at the
India-EU summit. ANI

PM briefs
EU on LAC,
gets backing
for talks

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

A DAY after Indian and Chinese
Corps Commanders held exten-
sive talks over disengagement of
troops along the Ladakh frontier,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Wednesday briefed European
Council president Charles Michel
and European Commission pres-
ident Ursula von der Leyen on
the situation at the Line of Actual
Control, including the June 15 in-
cidentin Galwan Valley in which
20 Indian Army personnel were
killed in clashes with PLA troops.
Speaking to reporters after
the 15th India-EU summit over
video conference, Michel said,
“We had the occasion with the
Prime Minister to have some in-
formation about this incident.”
He said they discussed the
developments along the LAC,
and “we are in favour of a peace-
ful solution”. He said the EU sup-
ports all efforts to find peaceful
solutions through dialogue.
Vikas Swarup, Secretary
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

RAJNATH MEETS ARMY
CHIEF, HEADS TO
LADAKH TOMORROW
PAGE 7
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7YEARS OF #BLACKLIVESMATTER: CULMINATION OF OVER A CENTURY OF PROTESTS

The Black Lives Matter movement, which completes seven years this July, needs to be understood as the
continuation of along journey of fervent struggles that the Black community has undertaken in the United
States.

EXPLAINED

BIHAR MAN ‘BUYS’
LAND ON THE MOON

Businessman, Neeraj
Kumar was inspired by

Sushant Singh Rajput

INDIAN NEWSPAPERS
AT MONT BLANC

Why a melting French
glacier has thrown up
old Indian papers

EXPRESS

Why Bihar is going
under a lockdown

again

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Today on the 3 Things podcast, we take a
look at the challenges that the state has
been facing and the reason it has seen a

recent surge in cases.

FROMPAGE ONE

US tech giants

Between April 2000 and April
2020, cumulative FDI inflows
from the US stood at $29.78 bil-
lion, according to Department of
Commerce data (notincludingin-
vestments by US-based compa-
nies routed through other juris-
dictions such as Mauritius, British
Virgin Islands etc.).

With Google onboard, Jio now
has business arrangements with
five US technology giants —
Facebook for a partnership of its
messaging platform WhatsApp
with Jio’s e-commerce venture
JioMart; Microsoft for its cloud
computing platform Azure;
Google for building an Android-
based smartphone operating sys-
tem; and Intel and Qualcomm for
developing new products.

With the exception of
Microsoft, all other firms have a
stake in Jio Platforms. In effect,
27.61% of Jio is now owned by US
firms. This assumes significance
when the Indian government has
signalled curbs on Chinese tech-
nologyinvestments while banning
59 mobile apps with links to
Chinese Internet majors such as
Alibaba-oneof thelargest Chinese
investors in Indian start-ups.

The first one to step in was
Facebook that purchased a 9.99%
stake in Jio back in April for Rs
43,573.62 crore, or $5.7 billion, be-
coming the biggest minority
shareholder in the company.

This was followed by a series
of US-based private equity firms
like TPG Capital, L Catterton,
General Atlantic, Silver Lake, and
West Asian sovereign funds like
Mubadala and ADIA of the UAE
and PIF of Saudi Arabia picking up
minority stakes in Jio Platforms.

Reliance Industries, of which
JioPlatformsisaunit, has so far di-
vested 32.97% stake in the telecom
company for Rs 1.52 lakh crore. In
additionto Jio, other large compa-
niesinIndia’s Internet sector have
also been flooded with American
money. Seattle-based Amazon
has invested $5 billion in India,
with a plan of investing an addi-
tional $1 billion inits India opera-
tions announced earlier this year.

On Tuesday, US-based retail
behemoth Walmart announced
fundingof $1.2 billioninits Indian
e-commerce unit Flipkart, in
which Walmart purchased ama-
jority stake in 2018 for $16 billion.

Gehlot, Pilot

on Pilot came hours after AICCin-
charge of Rajasthan Avinash
Pande said Congress doors were
open for Pilot. After Gehlot's state-
ment, Congress spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala reiterated
this, adding that Pilot was wel-
come back provided he left “the
Haryana BJP government’s hospi-
tality (MLAs backing Pilot are stay-

ingin hotels in Haryana)”.

Congress sources claimed the
party had learnt that Pilot had a
meeting on Wednesday with a
BJP leader who had played a key
role in the defection of Congress
MLAs in Madhya Pradesh. A sen-
ior Congress leader said the party
isin touch with a couple of MLAs
in the Pilot camp and that two-
three of them could switch back.

When asked about the mat-
ter, Pilot laughed it away.

The contrast between Gehlot
and Surjewala’s remarks was
stark. Sources said Surjewala, who
is partof the central team sent by
the Congress to Jaipur, met with
Gehlot after he attacked Pilot. It
was conveyed to him that Rahul
Gandhi wants to keep the doors
open for Pilot. Sources said Gehlot
told Surjewala he was not against
thatbut Pilot would have to “leave
the BJP camp”.

Sources in Delhi said both
Rahul and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
are keen to accommodate Pilot,
and that Ahmed Patel was talking
to him. Asked whether there was
achance of Pilot getting his posts
back, a senior leader pointed to
Gehlot's harsh words: “Itis clear
why he said that... Maybe Rahul
will take him out of Rajasthan.”

Addressing mediapersons,
Gehlotreferred to the recent Rajya
Sabha elections, where he had
claimed bid at horse-trading,
which was denied by Pilot.
“Hamare yahan par deputy CM ho,
PCCpresident ho, woh khud hideal
kar le logon se, ‘mobile number di-
Jjiye hamein, naam dijiye hamein’,
shadyantramein shaamil ho. Woh
safai de rahe the... Arre tum toh
khud hi shadyantra main shamil
the (Here, the deputy CM, PCC
chief was himself making deals,
saying give me your number,
names, he was a part of the plot.
Later, he claimed no horse-trad-
ing was taking place).”

Gehlot said he had to secure
his MLAs into a hotel as what was
happening now would have hap-
pened then otherwise. “The same
people were being lured then at
2 atnight.”

He claimed “proof” regarding
those held “bandhak (hostage)” by
the BJP.“Those who have takenin-
stalments... Money was of-
fered... Many people did not ac-
cept... they are sitting with me.”

At his press conference, re-
portedly at Rahul's urging, Surje-
walasaid the Congress leadership
had givenalot of opportunities to
Pilot, and he had become an MP,
central minister, PCC president
and deputy CM in 14-15 years,
“which was unheard of for any
leader in Congress or the BJP".

Repeatedly referring to Pilot
as “young”, “promising”,and as a
“family member”, Surjewala said,
“Inthe last five days, Sonia Gandhi
and Rahul Gandhi and Congress

CLARIFICATIONS 8 CORRECTIONS

15.07.20,PAGE 1

RESPONDING TO the report ‘Resentment in Hindus on arrests, take
care: Special CP to probe teams’, Delhi Police PRO Mandeep S
Randhawa has written, saying “Delhi Police is constantly fed with
information obtained through representations from members of
public and other intelligence inputs fromits own intelligence wings
and other agencies. It has to take note of these information in an un-
biased manner... The news item conveniently ignores the spirit of
the order where it has been specifically stated that ‘any arrest’, irre-
spective of any class, community or religious group, be done on the

basis of evidence and not give an

impression of being arbitrary...

This letter was written only to inform the investigating officers about
the representations being received from both the communities and
to sensitise and guide them through the investigation of these cases...
During the incidents of rioting in North East District of Delhi, Delhi
Police has acted in animpartial manner as per provisions of law and
the victims were rescued irrespective of their caste and religion.”

The Indian Express replies:

The article accurately reports an order issued by Special
Commissioner of Police Praveer Ranjan to senior officers heading
teams probing the Northeast Delhi riots. A detailed questionnaire
was sent to Special CP Ranjan and PRO Randhawa seeking their re-
sponse. Both declined to comment.

The Delhi Police’s contention in the rejoinder that “the letter was
written only to inform investigating officers about the representa-
tions being received from both communities” does not find men-
tion in the order, which specifically highlights “resentment among
Hindu community” over arrests of “some Hindu youth”.

The Indian Express stands by its report.

leadership... with a liberal mind
have said that, even if a member
of the family (leaves) the house by
mistake, he still remains a part of
the family. The Congress top lead-
ership has spoken to him half-a-
dozen times, two senior mem-
bers of the CWC have spoken to
him adozen times and AICCgen-
eral secretary, organisation, K C
Venugopal has more than once
told him that he should place be-
fore the party his views.”

On Pilot’s statement that he
is not joining the BJP, Surjewala
said he should stop talking
through the media. He added
that if Pilot wanted to prove his
intentions, he should “come
out of the Manohar Lal Khattar
government’s security ring...
leave the hotels in Manesar and
Gurgaon... stop talking to BJP
leaders”.

Gehlot hinted that Pilot had
risen through the ranks unfairly.
“Achchha English, Hindi bolna,
achchhi byte dena, woh sab kuchh
nahin hota hai. Achchhihandsome
personality... sab kuchh nahin
hota hai (Speaking good English,
Hindi, having a handsome per-
sonality, none of this matters).
What is important is what you
feel for the country, your commit-
ment, ideology, policy and inten-
tion when it comes to the party.”

Gehlot said he himself has
been in politics for 40 years, and
itwas wrong to say the older gen-
eration in the Congress was not
letting the young rise. “This new
generation which has come up...
we love them. Tomorrow is
theirs... Rahul Gandhilikes them,
Sonia Gandhi likes them ... Inki
ragdai nahin hui thi, isliye ab tak-
leefhoti hai... Agar ragdai hui hoti,
aur achchhe tareeke se kaam karte
(They never saw struggle, whichis
why they are feeling the pain now.
If they had, they would have put
in better work)."

PM briefs EU

(West)in the Ministry of External
Affairs, said, “As part of a review
of global and regional develop-
ments, our relations with China
did come up. The Prime Minister
shared our views on the India-
Chinarelationshipin general,and
the current situation in the bor-
derareas.”

India had already briefed EU
partners including Germany and
France, on the LAC standoff via
diplomatic channels and Foreign
Minister-level conversations.

Cautious in his public remarks
since efforts are underway to
lower the rhetoric while the dis-
engagement process is on, the
PM, in his opening remarks, said
the India-EU partnership is use-
ful for global peace and stability.
This, he said, has become clearin
the current global situation.

The joint statement men-
tioned cooperation on the Covid-
19 pandemic, multilateral coop-
eration at the WHO, UNSC and
G-20, 5G, Artificial Intelligence,
maritime security and naval co-
operation and connectivity proj-
ectsin third countriesin the Indo-
Pacificregion —-all point to China’s
presencein these areas, and indi-
cates growing convergence be-
tween Delhi and Brussels.

Responding to questions,
Michel said they alsoraised the is-
sue of the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act during their conversa-
tion with the Prime Minister.

“We trust Indian institutions.
We understand that the Supreme
Courtwillhavearoletoplayinor-
der to assess this legislation, and
we took the decision with the
Indian authorities to continue adi-
alogue on the question of human
rights, whichis soimportant forus
and for India, in order toexchange
good practices, and to have the
best possible understanding about
how we tackle these importantis-
sues for India, and for the
European Union,” he said.

Asked about this, Swarup said
there was a “glancing reference”
totheissue.

The leaders adopted the “EU-
India Strategic Partnership: A
Roadmap to 2025 to guide coop-

records and visits to homes in
Uluberia in Howrah, one of the
worst hit by the cyclone, shows
how one man came tobe listed
asthe father of nine beneficiar-
ies from different families and
different faiths in a panchayat;
how what are dismissed as
“typingerrors” has left entire vil-
lages distressed; and, how the
dead come back tolife on official
records for compensation.

Nearly two months after the
natural disaster left the districts
of Howrah, North 24 Parganas,
East Midnapore, South 24
Parganas and Sundarbans dev-
astated, many of the affected
struggle to pick up the pieces.

On Wednesday, The Indian
Express reported how relatives
of politically powerful members
of Gram Panchayats, Panchayat
Samitis and Zilla Parishads in
these districts were approved
forcompensationevenif there’s
nodamage to their homes while
deserving applicants wait. And
about glaring irregularities in
the way money has been paid -
-orclaims cleared.

In Uluberia's Kalinagar, it's
not just about one name. In an-
other series of entries on the of-
ficial list of beneficiaries -- from
Masiar Rahaman Mullick to SK
Matleb — Tarun Pramanik has
been listed as “father”. Also on
the list of recipients is Sheikh
Nazrul, who died in October
2017 atthe age 0f 49.

These are just some of the
errors, bizarre and baffling,
which, Opposition leaders point
out, provide the cover of denia-
bility to recipients in case of

investment in India in the next
5-7 years forempowering small
businesses and building prod-
ucts suited to the country’s
needs.

“The pace and scale of digi-
tal transformation in India is
hugely inspiring for us and rein-
forces our view that building
products for India first helps us
build better products for users
everywhere,” Sundar Pichai,
CEO of Google and Alphabet,
said in his message to the share-
holders at the AGM.

“We believe we can design
an entry-level 4G... or even 5G
smartphone for a fraction of its
currentcost,” Ambani said while
announcing Google's invest-
ments. RILChairman saidits 5G
technology was developed “us-
ing 100 per cent home grown
technologies and solutions”.
“This Made-in-India 5G solution
will be ready for trials as soon as
5G spectrum is available... and
can be ready for field deploy-
ment next year.”

Ambani said the 4G network
caneasily be upgraded to 5G be-
cause of Jio's converged, all-IP
network architecture. “OnceJio's
5G solution is proven at India-
scale, Jio Platforms would be well
positioned to be an exporter of
5G solutions to other telecom
operators globally,asacomplete
managed service,” he said.

He also announcedRIL’s oil-
to-chemical (O2C)business will
be hived offinto a separate sub-
sidiary to facilitate an equity
partnership opportunity with
Saudi Aramco, which is in the
works. However, Ambani didn't
make any specific announce-

TOMORROW:
HAVES AND
HAVE-NOTS: THE
BETEL VINE TWIST

scrutiny.

“My father died three years
ago.Idon'tknow how hisname
camein the list. We have notap-
plied for compensation,” says
Nazrul's son Jahirul, pulling out
his father’s death certificate.

Jahirul's mother Ajmira says
her husband's passbook was
“with the bank” after his death.
“After his name came up for
compensation, the panchayat
member's husband took me to
the bank and I got the passbook
back. But I am yet to get any
money,” she says.

Two minutes away, Khodeja
Begum is bewildered. “My sis-
ter Suraiya Parvin has been
listed as a beneficiary at this ad-
dress.Suraiyadied 15 years ago.
She used toliveather husband's
house, thisis her paternal home.
Idon'tknow whatis happening.
We have not applied for any-
thing from the government. Ask
the panchayat, they made the
list,” says Begum.

Cyclone Amphan swept
through a slice of West Bengal
onMay 20,and by the beginning
of June, the state government
had released relief and recon-
struction funds. ThisincludedRs
2,400 crore in house-building
assistance to 5 lakh people that
covered Rs 20,000 in direct
transfersand Rs 28,000 per per-

All of them cleared to get relief, all are
unrelated, all have same father — on paper

son as wages equivalent to 100
days work.

In villages across Uluberia,
this has left residents dissatis-
fied and triggered a political
firestorm.

Claims former panchayat
member and Forward Block
leader, Jahirul Alam Mullick:
“These errors were done inten-
tionally so that no one can easily
identify the beneficiaries. There
arenoanomaliesin the bankac-
count numbers where the
money went." Officialsare yet to
release the list of those who
have been paid.

The ruling party says it has
taken note. "This type of irregu-
larity is not acceptable. The party
will take stern action and root
out corruption,” says Rajib
Banerjee, Forest Minister and
Howrahdistrict TMCleader.

The Block Development
Officer (BDO) was not available
for comment. According to an
officialatthe BDO's office, which
processed the lists received from
panchayats, the mismatchwasa
result of “clerical and typo-
graphical errors”. “We con-
ducted reviews and published
fresh lists,” says the official.

Back in Kalinagar, standing
outside her two-storeyed con-
crete house, Meena, wife of
Surajit Sadukhan, says: “My fa-
ther-in-law's name is Anil
Sadukhan, not Kalipodo Das. I
don’t know how that name
came up, and we don't know
any person by that name. [ am
not aware whether any money
has come into my husband’sac-
count.”

Google to invest $4.5 bn for 7.7% stake in Jio Platforms

U.S. INVESTORS IN JIO PLATFORMS
INVESTOR STAKE AMOUNT*
(¥CRORE)
Facebook 9.99% 43,573.62
Google 7.73% 33,737.00
KKR 2.32% 11,367.00
Vista Equity Partners 2.32% 11,367.00
Silver Lake 2.08% 10,202.55
General Atlantic 1.34% 6,598.38
TPG Capital 0.93% 4,546.80
L Catterton 0.39% 1,894.50
Intel Capital 0.39% 1,894.50
Qualcomm 0.15% 730.00
OTHERINVESTORS IN JIO PLATFORMS
PIF 2.32% 11,367.00
Mubadala 1.85% 9,093.60
ADIA 1.16% 5,683.50
mentaboutlistingitsretailarm  lion Internet users.

and Jio Platforms but indicated
he is looking for equity tie-ups
with global players for the retail
arm. “We have received strong
interest from strategic and fi-
nancial investors in Reliance
Retail. We will induct global
partners and investors in
Reliance Retail in the next few
quarters,” he said.

The investment by Google
values Jio Platforms at Rs 4.36
lakh crore. With this, the total in-
vestment from financial and
strategic investors into Jio
Platforms stands at Rs 1,52,056
crore. The investment, RIL said,
will build on Jio’s and Google’s
existing efforts to expand the
benefits of digitisation across the
length and breadth of India, be-
yond the current 500 plus mil-

RIL has raised a total of Rs
2,12,809 crore through a rights
issue, the combined invest-
ments in Jio Platforms and in-
vestment by BP. “This is un-
precedented in the history of
capital markets in India. This
capital raise is significantly in ex-
cess of our net debt of Rs
1,61,035 crore attheend of FY19-
20,” he said.

“Reliance is now truly azero
netdebt company, well ahead of
my goal of March 2021,” Ambani
said. He indicated that Jio would
collaborate with the partners to
bring out new solutions and
technology. “We will work with
them to develop new products
for India and Indians. I look for-
ward to working with each of
them in a collaborative way to

Says another beneficiary
Dipali Mondol, who is also the
owner of a two-storeyed con-
crete house: “Atinshade onthe
roof was damaged and we ap-
plied for compensation but
have no idea how my father’s
name was given as Kalipodo
Das.” Mondol declined toreveal
whether she had received the
compensation money.

“The asbestos roof got
damaged. But I did not apply
for compensation. The pan-
chayat member surveyed the
area and may have given my
name to the BDO office,” says
Uttam Bera, a third beneficiary
and owner of a single-storeyed
concrete house. “My father's
name is Nemai Bera, not
Kalipodo Das,” he says.

Infact, local residents have
put up posters of the pan-
chayat member and her rela-
tives, claiming they were the
real beneficiaries.

“The panchayat member
came here and took pictures of
our house. She promised us
that we will get compensation.
But when the list was pub-
lished, our names were not
there,” says Hosenara Begum.

Panchayat member
Mahrufa Begum was not
available for comment.
Speaking on her behalf, her
husband Dahijul Mollah di-
rected all queries to the BDO.
“There has been a small mis-
take and the names of dead
people have come up. But all
genuine people have got their
names in the compensation
list,” says Mollah.

build on Jio Platforms' portfolio
of technology and solutions,” he
said.

At the AGM event, Facebook
CEO Mark Zuckerberg said,
“We're committing to work to-
gether on some critical projects
thatwe think will openupalotof
opportunities for commerce in
India. India is a special place for
us, it's home to the largest com-
munities around the world on
Facebook and WhatsApp, and
there are a lot of talented entre-
preneurs.” Facebook acquired a
9.9 per cent stake in Jio for Rs
43,574 crore in May this year.

On the Saudi Aramco deal,
Ambani said the deal has not
progressed as per the original
timeline due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances in the energy mar-
ket and the Covid-19 situation.
“Our equity requirements have
already been met. We will ap-
proach NCLT with our proposal
tospinoff our O2Cbusinessinto
aseparate subsidiary tofacilitate
this partnership. We expect to
complete this process by early
2021,” he said.

Jio Platforms, a majority-
owned subsidiary of Reliance
Industries, has made significant
investments across its digital
ecosystem, powered by leading
technologies spanning broad-
band connectivity, smart de-
vices, cloud and edge comput-
ing, big data analytics, artificial
intelligence, Internet of Things,
augmented and mixed reality
and blockchain. RIL shares on
Wednesday fell 3.71 per cent to
Rs 1,845.60 on the stock ex-
changes due to profit-taking af-
ter the AGM announcements.

eration between the EU and India
over the next five years.

Lavasa

specific question on whether the
government was consulted. "As
per the ADB Charter, Vice
Presidents are appointed by the

Board of Directors on recommen-
dation by ADB President. The ap-
pointments are merit based," the
spokesperson said in an email.
Lavasa refused to comment
onthematter.Itisunclearifhe has
resigned as Election
Commissioner, astep he willneed

to take if he is to take up his new
role. Cruz told The Indian Express
that the ADB expects him to as-
sume office in September.

His premature exit from the
poll panel — a second in the
Election Commission’s history —
puts his colleague Sushil Chandra

New Delhi

next in the line of succession. In
1973, Chief Election
Commissioner Nagender Singh
had resigned before completing
his term at the Election
Commission to become ajudge of
the International Court of Justice.

Lavasa had made headlines

during the Lok Sabha elections in
2019, when he opposed the clean
chit given to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and former BJP
president Amit Shah on charges
of violating the Model Code of
Conduct during the Lok Sabha
elections.

Soon after the elections, three
members of the Lavasa family, in-
cluding his wife, had come under
the scanner of the Income Tax
Department for alleged non-dec-
laration of income and dispropor-
tionate assets. His son Abir
Lavasa’s company (Nourish
Organic) and Ashok Lavasa’s sis-
ter Shakuntala Lavasa, a paedia-
trician, were also served income
tax notices. The family members
have denied allegations made by
the IT department.

Youth killed

opened fire on the policemen, in-
juring two constables. The police-
men fired athimin self-defence.”

Speaking about the Bikru
shootout, Kartikey’s mother
Geeta Mishra said they had
woken past 1am on July 3 to the
sound of firing. “My husband was
not in the village at the time, he
had gone to a relative’s home.
There was only my mother-in-
law (Rajkali, 72), Kartikey and me.
Afterthe firing stopped, I stepped
out of the house and saw all the
men fleeing fearing police action.
I asked Kartikey to leave too for a
few days.”

She said Kartikey had his cell-
phone with him. “Later that night
the police came and took away
my cellphone. I didn’t remember
Kartikey’s number and so could
not contact him after he left.”

Geeta said she came to know
of Kartikey’s arrest on July 9, and
did not know the two men the po-
lice said were with him at the
time. “We don't have relatives in
Faridabad. Hours later, I heard
from the media that police had
killed my son. It is murder.”

Geeta said the police had told
her that its men had been fired
upononJuly 3 from her terrace. “I
don’tknow the truth because I did
not allow anyone to enter my
house.Ithink the police killed my
son because the assailants used
my terrace and now I fear for my
husband’slife.”

She added that Kartikey’s fa-
ther, Rajendra Kumar Mishra, 49,
who works in a private firm in
Kanpur, hadn’t been home since
the shootout due to police fear.

Showing Kartikey’s Class 10
marksheet with more than 78%
marks, the family said he was a
good student. In the Class 12 ex-
ams he cleared just before he died,
he got 61% marks, they said.
“Kartikey was yet to collect his
marksheet from his school (Shri
Bajarang Higher Secondary
School)... He wanted to join the
Air Force. The child with such
good marks would never take
partin criminal activities. The po-
lice are falsely blaming him,”
Geeta said.

Kartikey’s elder sister
Himanshi, who is a graduate and
studying for a Basic Training
Certificate, said the police were
trying to “frame” Kumar too. “We
have come to know that Shashi
Kant (a Bikru resident whose ar-
rest for the July 3 shootout wasan-
nounced by the police on
Tuesday), has said my father was
alsoinvolved.” Himanshi was ata
relative’s house at the time of the
July 3incident.

Additional Director General,
Law & Order, Prashant Kumar said
Shashi Kant had named "Rajendra
Mishra", apart from others.

Geeta said she had removed
all government documents, in-
cluding educational qualifications
of Kartikey and Himanshi, from
their house fearing the police
might destroy them in a search.

According to UP Police, five
days after the Bikru shootout,
Faridabad police had arrested
Kartikey along with two otheral-
leged Dubey aides, Shrawan and
his son Ankur.
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www.indianexpress.com
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CBSE BOARD RESULTS OUT

Jumpin govt school students clearing
Class X, cracking maths seems to be key

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

IN A significant improvement
from last year’s Class X CBSE
Board results, Delhi government
schools increased their pass per-
centage by over 10 percentage
points to cross the 80% mark this
time — fuelled possibly by a fo-
cus to push up the number of stu-
dents passing in mathematics.

Last year, these schools had
registered a sobering Class X re-
sult with a 71.97% pass percent-
age. This year, it hasleaped up to
81.39% for Delhi East and 84.89%
for Delhi West.

Though Delhi government
schools continue to lag behind
the national pass percentage of
91.46%, as well as that of other
Delhi schools such as private
ones, Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs)
and Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalayas (JNVs), their im-
proved performance is among
the country’s most significant
upward trends.

Deputy Chief Minister and
Education Minister Manish
Sisodia acknowledged the im-
provement, tweeting: “Our chil-
dren have made us proud again!
After record breaking result of
Class 12, upward graph of Delhi
Education continues in Class 10.
Overjoyed that this year, result
improved to 82.61% from 71.58%
last year.”

Pass percentages of private
schools and KVs, meanwhile,
dipped marginally from last year.

—— BRIEFLY —

Watch out for

criminal entry:
Faridabad CP

Gurgaon: Faridabad Police
chief O P Singh
Wednesday directed that
a close watch be kept on
criminals entering the dis-
trict from other states, a
week after a close aide of
gangster Vikas Dubey was
arrested from Faridabad,
with police discovering
that Dubey himself was
had hid there briefly .

Pregnant
women need
notget tested
for Covid: Govt

New Delhi: The Delhi gov-
ernment Wednesday
submitted before the HC
it is “not mandatory for
every pregnantwomanto
undergo Covid-19 testun-
lessand until sheisa con-
firmed” Covid “contact or
suspected” of Covid.

Tattooartist

arrested

New Delhi: A32-year-old
tattoo artist was arrested
from East Patel Nagar for
allegedly shooting at his
brother-in-law and wife
to get custody of his
child, police said. ENS

Private schools went from
93.18%in2019t091.29% in Delhi
East and 89.09% in Delhi West;
and KVs went from 99.80% to
99.42% in Delhi East and 99.31%
in Delhi West.

Delhi’s overall pass percentage
increased by almost five percent-
age points from 80.97% to 85.86%.
Despite this, Delhi continues tobe
the second lowest performing
amongst CBSE's 16 regions, with
only Guwahati region registering
alower pass percentage.

An analysis of last year’s
board examination results by
Delhi government schools had
shown that of 1,66,167 students
from these schools who had
taken the exam, 24,502 had
failed in only Mathematics.

Following that, the govern-
ment’s education department
focused its attention on helping
more students pass the subject.
Apart from extra classes and rop-
ing in private coaching for ‘low-
performing schools’, one of the
significant moves was ‘coun-
selling’ students weak in mathe-
matics to opt for the CBSE’s new
‘Basic Mathematics’ option,
which was offered for the first
time in the 2020 board exam.

The Indian Express had re-
ported on how almost 73% of
Delhi government students had
opted for Basic Mathematics.
Across all CBSE schools and
abroad, this number was much
lower at 33%.

“Every year, the subject in
which the highest number of stu-
dents cannot pass hasbeen math-

HOW STUDENTS FARED IN DELHI, ACROSS THE COUN
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ematics. However, this has de- personally  agovernmentschoolinEast Delhi.

creased and my school actually
has more children who could not
pass science this year. I think the
basic maths option has helped
many of the children pass, and

think it’s a good thing because a
student who scored 92% in class
Xl frommy school this yearin hu-
manities had struggled a lot with
mathsinclass X,” said the head of

55% of Covid patients at
Max had no co-morbidities

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI, JULY 14

ABOUT 55% of the total number
of patients admitted to Max
Healthcare hospitals for Covid-19
treatment had no comorbidities
while the fatality rate among
these patients was 3%, reveals an
analysis 0f 4,900 patients treated
at various centres of the chain
from April till July 14.

The data has been collated
from seven centres from Delhi
and Mumbai, with the majority
of patients admitted to Max
Smart Super Specialty Hospital in
Delhi, and Nanavati Super
Specialty Hospital in Mumbai.

Of the total patients, 3,900
have been discharged and around
700 are still admitted at the hos-
pitals. The mortality rate among
the patients under 45 years was
around 1.7%,9.6% in 45-59 years,
23%in60-74 years and 40%in the
patients above 75 years.

“Comorbid conditions were a
major risk factor in all the Covid
patients, with over 30% mortality
inthose with comorbidities, com-
pared to less than 1% in those
withnone. Of the total number of
patients, 56% had no comorbidi-
ties. The highest mortality wasin
patients with comorbidities like
complicated diabetes and respi-
ratory diseases,” said Dr Sandeep
Budhiraja, Group Medical
Director, Max Hospital.

The data shows that 30% of
patients require ICU admission.
Ofthese, 30% require straight ad-
mission to ICU, with 82% of them

ACROSS SEVEN MAXHOSPITALS

AGE GROUP OF
ADMITTED PATIENTS
Below 45 486 (45%)
45-59 312(29%)
60-74 224(21%)
75 plus 48 (4%)

None

CO-MORBIDITIES IN PATIENTS
I

{ MORTALITY RATE

{ AMONG AGE GROUPS

Below 45 1.7%

| 45-59 9.6%

| 60-74 23%

i 75plus 40%
480 (44%)

Oneormore I 620(56%)

recovering from the illness. “If a
patient directly gets admitted to
the ICU, then the mortality rate is
higher as either the patient has
reached the hospital in a critical
condition or has reacted late to
theillness,” added Dr Budhiraja.

The fatality rate of patients
who did not require oxygen was
far lower at 5%. The fatality rate
was significantly higher — up to
six times — in patients with
shortness of breath. The highest
mortality rate was reported
among patients with symptoms

of fever. As per data, 88% of the
deceased were symptomatic.
For the last two weeks, there
hasbeenadip in admissions, but
the percentage of ICU patients has
remained consistent. “In the first
week of June, around 20% of total
patients were admitted to the
ICU. At present, the figure is at
26%. The number of patients in
the ward has gone down but pa-
tients in the ICU have been almost
the same,” said Dr Vinitaa Jha,
senior vice-president, research
and academics, Max healthcare.

“Last year, our pass percent-
age was short of 72%but after we
coached the students placed in
compartment dedicatedly in
maths and science, many of these

students passed the compart-
ment exams and the pass per-
centage increased toaround 81%.
Prima facie, it appears that teach-
ers took note of this and focused
on students who were weak in
these subjects, especially maths,
which might account for the
rise... We will have to analyse and
study the results and thisis a pre-
liminary assessment,” said
Shailendra Sharma, principal ad-
visor to the Director of Education.
The head of a government
school which saw a jump of over
30 percentage points in the pass
percentage said that the option
of basic mathematics was
squarely responsible for this.
“Last year, my school’s pass
percentage was in the 60s and
most of the students who did not
pass had failed in maths, and
many had also failed in science.
This year, around 70% students
from my school took basic maths
and all of them have passed. The
few students who have not
passed this year is because of sci-
ence,” the head of school said.
CBSE comptroller of exami-
nations Sanyam Bharadwaj said
that the board itself too was yet
to analyse the result and study
the effect of ‘Basic Mathematics'.
“So far, we have not gone
through the results so deeply.
However, we hold both ‘Standard
Maths’ and ‘Basic Maths’ ona par
with each other. As a subject, both
optionsare of an equivalent value
— there was just a difference in
the way questions were de-
signed,” he said.

Salary for 3 months
not paid, Hindu Rao
docs approach L-G

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

DOCTORS AT North MCD's
Hindu Rao hospital, which is
now a Covid facility, have writ-
ten to Lt-Governor Anil Baijal
stating that their salaries are yet
to be paid despite the court in-
tervening in the matter.

The Residents Doctors’
Association said this has become
a trend in North MCD hospitals.
"Presently, salaries have not
been paid for three months and
now it is a basic violation of hu-
man rights, Medical Council of
India norms along with con-
tempt of court as per the court's
judgement," the letter said.

In a hearing last month, tak-
ing note of instances of non-pay-
ment of salary to doctors treat-
ing Covid-19 patients, the
Supreme Court told the Centre
that the country cannot afford to
have dissatisfied soldiers in the
war against the pandemic, and
asked authorities to go the extra
mile to raise funds for them.

RDA president Abhimanyu
Sardanasaid, "After the court or-
der, we were expecting that the
complete salary will come in 15
days. Doctors are now saying
they will have to resort to no
work, no pay. As last resort, we
have written to L-G."

General secretary Sagar Deep
said, "We were given salaries for
March and April after court or-

At a protest by Hindu Rao
hospital staff last month

derbut that of May, June and July
is pending."

Over the last few months,
healthcare workers at Hindu Rao
and three other North MCD fa-
cilities — Rajan Babu TB Hospital,
Kasturba Hospital, and Girdhari
Lal Maternity hospital — have
staged protests against the salary
delay.

North MCD Mayor Jai Prakash
said the corporation has halted all
expenses, and is focusing only on
paying salaries: "The Covid crisis
hasled toafund crunch from dif-
ferent heads like property tax,
parking and other resources. We
are trying to give them money as
soonas possible and also increase
avenues to boost resources.”

North MCD employs at least
1,000 senior doctors, 500 resident
doctors, and 1,500 nursing offi-
cers across its medical facilities.
All of their salaries are delayed.

For volunteer’s family, concerns about clearing loans

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

THE FAMILY of Arun Singh, a
civil defence volunteer who
toiled for over three months ar-
ranging food for the poor during
the lockdown and died of Covid
on Monday, Wednesday said
they were facing financial dis-
tress owing to loans taken to
meet the expenses during his
hospitalisation.

Singh is survived by his wife
and two children —a sonin class
IX and a daughter who cleared
class XII boards on the day he
passed away at Dwarka’s
Venkateshwar Hospital.

Taking note of The Indian
Express reporton Singh's death,

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
Wednesday tweeted: “Arun
Singh ji succumbed to Covid in
the course of his duty, feeding
thousands of people in the last
3 months. I salute his sacrifice
and offer my heartfelt condo-
lences to his grieving family. We
stand with themin their hour of
need.”

Dwarka MLA Vinay Mishra
tweeted that he will speak to the
CM and make sure that Singh’s
family gets financial assistance
and a job. SDM (Dwarka)
Chander Shekhar said he was in
the process of putting up a file
relating to compensation to
Singh’s family before the gov-
ernment.

M L Singh, Arun’s elder
brother, told The Indian Express
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The Indian Express report
dated July 15. Arun Singh,
a48-year-old civil defence
volunteer, is survived by his
wife and two teenage
children

that the hospital bill had come
to over Rs 4 lakh. The 48-year-
old was admitted to hospital in
the early hours of July 4 after he

complained of breathlessness,
days after he tested positive for
Covid-19.

“The private hospital we
took him to is barely 2 km from
our home. So we had no option.
Later, we wanted to shift him to
agovernment hospital but were
told by hospital authorities that
he wasinacritical conditionand
that we will have to undertake
any such move at our own risk.

“Eventually, he stayed on at
the private hospital. The bill kept
increasingand we tookloans to
meet the expenses. The final bill
was over Rs 4 lakh,” M L Singh,
who s privately employed, said.

“My primary concern is re-
garding the two children, one
of whom is still in school. My
niece just cleared her

boards...,” Singh said.

The Delhi government hasan
honorary compensation scheme
of Rs one crore for the family of
employees who die of corona
while on Covid-19 duty. "Any per-
sonincluding doctor, nurse, para-
medical staff, security/sanitation
staff, orany other government of-
ficer/official including police offi-
cer/official, whether temporary
or permanent employee or con-
tractual, in government or private
sector, deployed for COVID-19 du-
ties by Government of NCT of
Delhi, if expires by contracting the
disease, during discharge of
his/her duty, his/her family shall
be compensated with ex-gratia
amount of Rs one crore, posthu-
mously,” says a health depart-
ment order dated April 19.

New Delhi

At city’s Schools of
Excellence, tales of
beating the odds

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

IN THE CBSE Class XII board re-
sults declared Monday, three of
the Delhi government’s premier
Schools of Excellence registered
a100% pass percentage. In these
upgraded schools, this was the
first batch of students who ap-
peared for class XII exams.

Among them is Tushar
Upadhyay, a commerce student
of the School of Excellence at
Kalkaji. While most students take
tuitions to score well in their class
Xl board exams, the 17-year-old
prepared by giving tuitions.

His daily routine involved
coming back from school in the
afternoon and giving back-to-
back tuitions till 9 pm to younger
students, so he could earn
money and support his finan-
cially unstable family. It was only
at night that he found the time
to study. “From 9 pm to 2 am.
That is when I studied,” he said.

On Monday, when the results
were released, Tushar scored
92.16%.“He used to study ina pri-
vate school but once my business
dwindled, I couldn’t afford tosend
him to that school which askedRs
3,500 permonthas fee.Soinclass
XI,we shifted him to the School of
Excellence. Tusharwasalwaysin-
terested in academics so I knew
he’d do well. But to do so well
while spending most of his time
giving tuitions, and without tak-
ing any tuitions himself, is a
tremendous feat,” said his father
Pradeep Upadhyay, whoworksin
a shop selling ceiling fans and
earns around Rs 15,000 a month.

Tushar, who now wants to
study Maths (Hons) from
Hansraj College and ultimately
become a Chartered Accountant,
said: “I give tuitions to students
from classes VIII-X, including
those from private schools like
Don Bosco. I like it but it is basi-
cally to support my family.”

Like him, Shameem Ansari
(17), a science student at the
School of Excellence in Dwarka
had also studied diligently and
expected to score around 85%.

He figured that in the ab-
sence of tuitions and lack of re-

(From top
left) Tushar
Upadhyay;,
Shameem
Ansari,
Maitri
Sharma

sources due to his working-class
background, expecting more
marks would be unrealistic.
Shameem, however, wasin fora
pleasant surprise when he found
out he had scored 94%.

His daily schedule included
studying for four-five hours aday
and dedicating the rest to play-
ing puzzles online on a com-
puter bought by his parents. “But
I didn’t take my studies lightly. I
wanted to study hard and do
well because it is my dream to
become a computer engineer. I
will apply for JEE and see where
that takes me. I want to buy a
house in Delhi someday where
my parents, brother and I can
stay happily,” said Shameem.

His father is a piece-rated
worker at a leather factory, who
earns roughly Rs 8,000 amonth,
and his mother isa homemaker.

Shameem scored above 90%
in all subjects, except English.
“Till class X, I studied in a Hindi-
medium school, so studying
everything in English is still dif-
ficult for me. That's why I could-
n't get high marks,” he said.

Maitri Sharma (18), on the
other hand, joined the School of
Excellence in Rohini as her for-
mer school didn’t offer the
Humanities stream. “I decided
on this school as they have the
best teachers. Ultimately, educa-
tion is not about government or
private, it depends on students
and teachers,” she said.

Sharma scored 96%. “I want
to study Psychology at LSR col-
lege or do law,” she said.

2 panels set up for
reforms in education

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

TWO NEW committees were
constituted on Wednesday to
work towards developing a new
state education board for Delhi,
aswell as forintroducing reforms
in primary and elementary edu-
cation in the capital.

Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia had announced that these
committees would be formed in
his 2020-2021 budget speech.

“Our government believes
that education should play a
guiding role in society. This is
possible only when we connect
education with the contempo-
rary needs of society and the pos-
sibilities of tomorrow. For this,
we will also have to make
changes in our curriculum and
examination system so that our
students can go beyond book
knowledge and gain practical
knowledge and use it properly...
The aim of the new Board is to es-
tablish such a system of educa-
tion and examination in which
children focus on understanding
and learning rather [than] score
marks by rote learning so that
they prepare themselves for the
possible challenges of the up-

Deputy CM
Sisodia
announced
the creation
of the
committees
Wednesday

coming world,” he had said, on
instituting a separate board
while presenting the budget.

He had also announced that
an ‘expert committee’ of expert
scholars would prepare a new
curriculum for classes from nurs-
ery toclass VIl of all Delhi govern-
ment schools. Sisodiaannounced
the creation of these two com-
mittees on Wednesday.

The committee for the cre-
ation of the framework for a
Delhi State Education Board in-
cludes IIM Ahmedabad faculty
Ankur Sarin, director ASER
Centre Wilima Wadhwa, and di-
rector Alcohn group of schools
Ashok Pandey.

The committee for the cre-
ation of anew curriculum for chil-
dren upto the age of 14 includes
principal Springdales School
Ameeta Wattal, CEO Pratham
foundation Rukmini Banerji,and
education advisor Step by Step
School Abha Adams.

23-year-old woman cop
found dead at home

New Delhi: A23-year-old consta-
ble, who was posted at TiharJail,
was found dead at her home in
Southwest Delhi’s Palam village
on Wednesday. Police suspect
Preeti Beniwal was allegedly
killed by a person known to her.

Police said Beniwal joined
the force in 2018 and was work-
ing with the 3rd Battalion of the
Delhi Armed Police. She was
posted at the Tihar Jail command
centre as a daily diary entry
writer. Her family lives in Rewari.

DCP (Southwest) Devender

Arya said: “A police team went
to the spot and found her un-
conscious on her bed. She had
ligature marks on her body. A
case of murder has been regis-
tered against unknown persons.
We are awaiting the autopsy re-
port to ascertain the cause of
death.”

An initial probe revealed she
had shifted to the house recently
and someone had come to visit
her two days ago. Police said he
left Wednesday and locked the
door from the outside. ENS
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Tweets rile pOlice 1,647 NEW CASES 2,643 RECOVERIES ON WEDNESDAY
’

Trend continues of more recoveries than new

court says not

targeted at you

PRITAM PAL SINGH
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

THE DELHI Police Wednesday
opposed tweets allegedly de-
scribing them as “massive
Hindutva machinery” follow-
ing the arrest of Pinjra Tod ac-
tivist Devangana Kalita, saying
that “itis nothing, but damage
to our country”.

Referring to various tweets
on the social media, Additional
Solicitor General (ASG) Aman
Lekhi submitted before Justice
Vibhu Bakhru: “What they are
saying is that by prosecuting
them... the massive Hindutva
machinery is at stake for the
purpose of making criminals
of innocent people...”

“Thisisreprehensible... Are
you going to communalise the
police, by presenting in this
manner...,” Lekhi said, adding
that “whatever the opinion
may be, the comment has to
be civilised. This is an un-
civilised comment in the ex-
treme. It is nothing but dam-
age to our country. This has to
be checked by both sides...”

Justice Bakhru expressed
that “this is not against any or-
ganisation. They are saying
narratives of Jihadis, feminist,
communist conspiracies are
propagated by Hindutva ma-
chinery. They are not saying
police is this machinery.”

The ASG responded,
“Whatever issue may arise,
few things which I feel should
be left untouched.”

The judge said, “We are
also facing this issue. Social
media in one sense is a very
unruly horse. You don’t know
how it picks up. It's not that
anybody or everybody is tar-
geted... But this is the animal,
the social mediais. It is not only
toyour agency, but other agen-
ciesas well.”

The ASG, accompanied by
advocates Amit Mahajan and
Rajat Nair, however, submit-
ted: “Itis not our case, as seems
to be, that there is any en-
dorsement of media trial. That
is absolutely not our case too. It
is something, which has to be
avoided.”

Kalita, 31, had sought direc-
tions to the police not to leak
allegations about her to the
media while investigation was
pending. As per her petition,
Kalita is accused in four FIRs,
including one for allegedly
participating in protests in
Darya Ganj on December 20
last year and two for her al-
leged role in the anti-CAA

Pinjra Tod activist
Devangana Kalita

Jafrabad sit-in protest in
February.

She has also sought direc-
tions to police to “forthwith
withdraw all allegations” con-
tained in a June 2 “brief note”
handed to the media.

ASG Lekhi submitted that
the reason for issuance of the
press note was not to prejudice
her case or to attack her repu-
tation.

Clarifying that it was not a
selective leak as alleged, and
was sent to 480 persons who
are part of the WhatsApp
group of the Delhi Police and
media persons, the ASG fur-
ther said that “the only moti-
vation behind the issuance of
the press note was the aware-
ness...”

He contended that “being
aninstitution of social control,
there is an accountability,
which mandates that the trust
deficit does not in any way in-
tervene”.

“Because this (Delhi Police)
is a public body and a public
body is accountable for its ac-
tions...,” Lekhi said.

Lekhi added that Kalita
never “dissociated” herself
from the tweets.

Justice Bakhru observed,
“You cannot equate (tweets re-
lated to her with) State action...
Let us take at the worst, that
the information on social me-
dia and the campaign on social
media is being run by the ac-
cused or on their behalf. You
can’t equate the two. It’s not a
dialogue that is to be played
out there. Presumption of in-
nocence is not destroyed by a
person who says that [ am in-
nocentand runs a campaign to
that effect. Presumption of in-
nocence is sought to be de-
stroyed when information
contrary tothatisleaked in the
media. So it is not on an equal
footing that you have joined
the issue in the public do-
main.”

Court-monitored probe
plea by Pinjra Tod
members turned down

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

ADELHI court has rejected the
application of Pinjra Tod mem-
bers, arrested in a Northeast
Delhi riots case, seeking a
court-monitored investigation.

Rejecting the application,
Additional Sessions Judge
Dharmender Rana observed
that accused Devangana Kalita
and Natasha Narwal have an
“undeniable fundamental right
of fair trial which is essentially
founded upon the bedrock of
fair investigation. However, the
apprehension of accused in the
instant case seems based more
onanxiety generated because of
incarceration and less on any
substantial basis or sound logic”.

Adit Pujari and Tusharika
Mattoo, counsel for the accused,
had argued that the investiga-
tion is not in accordance with
accepted tenets of a fair investi-

gation, “sinceitis likely that the
perpetrators of the offencesand
ensuing riots are hand in glove
with the investigating agency”.

The lawyers submitted to
the court that there were mul-
tiple videos of Jafrabad protest
site which were taken by the
investigating agency and re-
porters, however “police is de-
liberately withholding suchan
important piece of evidence”.

“There appears tobeadelib-
erate and willful failure to inves-
tigate the existence of pro-CAA
rallies and hateful statements
made between 22.02.2020 to
26.02.2020 made by pro-CAA
personsand pro-CAA leaders of
the area..,” they submitted.

“I find no valid grounds to
saddle the already overbur-
dened investigating agency
with additional responsibility
in the name of monitoring in-
vestigation. Prayer for calling
bi-weekly reports stands re-
jected,” the order read.

Dadri toll plaza manager
assaulted after tax row

Noida: Atoll plazamanager was
beaten up allegedly by a group
of men in full public view after
heasked themtopaytax. Thein-
cidenttook place at the Dadri toll
plaza on the Eastern Peripheral
Expressway Tuesday evening.
Police said Jitendra Singh
Pawar was at the plazawhena
group of men were asked to
pay tax for their four-wheeler.
An argument took place,
which escalated and the men
allegedly assaulted Pawar.
CCTV footage of the incident,
which has gone viral, shows six
men stepping out of a black

Scorpio, a few metres ahead of
the toll plaza. The men identify
one person from the toll staff
and drag him. They can be seen
kicking and punching himas he
tries to shield himself. Seconds
later, the menreturn to their ve-
hicle without being stopped by
passersby. The footage is being
examined by police.

“The victimwas rushedtoa
local government hospital. An
FIR has been filed against one
named and other unnamed ac-
cused. Arrests will be made
soon,” said Akhilesh Dixit, SI,
Dadri police station. ENS

cases, CM says under control but stay cautious

MALLICA JOSHI &
SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

FOR THE past two weeks, Delhi
has been on a path with declin-
ing active Covid-19 cases and
higher recoveries per day as
compared to new cases.
Between July 2 and July 15,
27,191 people contracted the
disease while 35,707 recovered
fromit, Delhi government data
states.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said Wednesday that
the capital’s Covid-19 growth
has slowed, remaining well be-
low previous projections, due to
the Delhi government’s deci-
sion to work in tandem with the
Centre, NGOs, spiritual organi-
sations, and its policy of home
isolation.

Addressing a webcast on the
city’s Covid-19situation, which he
said was “under control”, the CM,
however, cautioned that there
was no room for complacency.

“We were expecting 2.5 lakh
casesbyJuly 15,as per the Centre’s
formula based on the previous
trend of Covid growth. There were
supposed to be 1.34 lakh active

CASES vs RECOVERIES

M Daily cases M Daily recoveries
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The CM insisted that there
was no room for
complacency

cases, forwhich 34,000 beds were
required. But due to close coordi-
nation between the local adminis-
tration and the Centre, we have
about 18,600active cases currently.
Only 4,000 hospital beds are occu-
pied out of 15,000. The situationis
under control but we can’t afford
to be complacent as cases may go
upany time,” Kejriwal said.

On Wednesday, the city saw
1,647 new Covid cases and 2,463
recoveries. The total case count
in Delhi so far is 1,16,993 and of
these 17,807 are active.

The number of active cases,
too, has been declining in the city
over the past two weeks. A small
increase was seen on two days —
July 6 and July 7. While the num-

ber of active cases touched 28,329
onJune 27 - the highest so far —it
dipped to 17,807 on Wednesday.
Active cases in the city were be-
low the 18,000 mark in the first
week of June before this.

Last month, the state govern-
ment had projected that Delhi’s
case countwould be 11lakh by the
end of June, 2.5 lakh by July 15,
and 5.32 lakh by July 31.It had also
said the city will require at least
15,000 beds by June 30,33,000 by
July 15, and 80,000 by July 31.

“We realised that many were
not getting tested on time. Not
enough ambulances were avail-
able. Now, there are enough am-
bulances and nodistress calls are
rejected. The lengthy procedural
formalities before hospital admis-
sions were also claiming lives.
Now, we have created holding ar-
eas in every hospital where pa-
tients are administered oxygen
evenas formalities take place. We
had 4,100 beds on June 1 and
15,000 beds now. There were 300
ICUs on June 1 which have risen
t0 2,100 now, out of which 1,000
are occupied. We are also bank-
ingon plasma therapy till the vac-
cine arrives,” Kejriwal said.

He also said that the number
of deaths had fallen significantly

from around a 100 a day in the
beginning of June to an average of
30-35 now. He attributed the high
rate of deaths recorded previously
todelayed testing, shortage of am-
bulances, and lengthy formalities
before admissions in hospitals.

The Delhi government has
created two plasma banks in two
hospitals, Institute of Liver and
Biliary Sciences and Lok Nayak.

Kejriwal also said Lok Nayak
had made a remarkable turn-
around. “When things were go-
ing wrong, everyone was point-
ing out faults. We did not get
perturbed and tried to address
the shortcomings. Today, Lok
Nayak is being praised... We are
inabetter position as compared
to June but that does not mean
we have won the war,” he said.

Kejriwal said the ‘Delhi model’,
which has been “praised by the
Prime Minister as well”, is rooted
in the principles of collective ap-
proach and teamwork.

“The Centre helped usin start-
ing rapid antigen tests, increasing
capacity of testing. Home isola-
tionis another pillaron which the
Delhi model stands. Even today;,
inmany states, testing is not being
done as home isolation facility is
not available,” he said.

Powering nation with a record loan assets of T 6.7

POWER FINANCE CORPORATION LTD.
(A Govt. of India Undertaking)
ANavratna PSU -
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various Government Schemes, PFC's Liguidity support of § 90,000 Crore to DISCOMs is
a step towards Government's ambition of ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat'. | am happy that PFC
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GOVT & POLITICS

MEETING Buzz

SENIOR CONGRESS leader Rahul Gandhi’s reported remarks at
an NSUI meeting on Wednesday sent the party into a tizzy.
Speaking to office-bearers of the party’s students wing, Rahul
is said to have observed that whosoever wants to leave the party
will leave and they should not be unduly worried about it. He
reportedly added that when a bigleader leaves the party, it will
opendoors foryouths like them. The Congress immediately de-
nied he made any such remark, as it was being read in the con-
text of speculation that Sachin Pilot could leave the party.

can be reached.

TURNING TO PRAYER

WITH SIXNSCN-IM cadres gunned down by security forces in
Arunachal Pradesh four days ago and peace talks with the
Indian government having reached a stalemate, the NSCN-
IM has appealed to Nagas across states to turn to prayer. The
group has declared July 19 as a day of fasting and prayer for the
Council of Nagalim Churches. It has called upon Nagas to pray
for the destruction of all spiritual forces that are “working
against” them and for reconciliation so that an early solution

TALKING TIES

RUSSIA IS quite active on the diplomatic channels as Indiaand
China are locked in a border standoff for more than nine weeks
now. On Wednesday, a telephone conversation took place be-
tween Indian ambassador D Bala Venkatesh Varma and Deputy
Foreign Minister Igor Morgulov, in which bilateral and regional
issues of mutual interest were discussed. A day earlier, Deputy
Foreign Minister Sergey Vershinin met ambassador Varma and
they discussed cooperation at international platforms, includ-
inginthe context of India’s election to the UN Security Council
in 2021-2022 as a non-permanent member.

Bengal CM: Almost 99%
beneficiaries got govt
relief for Amphan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,JULY 15

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday said that almost 99
per cent beneficiaries had re-
ceived relief for Cyclone Amphan
from her government.

“We have no intention to de-
prive anyone. There were some
mistakes in the beneficiary list for
Amphan because it was made in
a hurry. Some political party
wants to politicise it. Some me-
diais also campaigning on this. It
creates panic. Don’t create panic
among the people,” she said.

Speaking to the media from
the state secretariat, Banerjee
announced a tribute for those
who have died while leading the
fight against Covid-19. She an-
nounced one government job for
their next of kin, apart from the
state insurance scheme under
whichRs 10 lakh will be given to
the bereaved families.

Atleast 12 people associated

Mamata
Banerjee

eh
) e

Cong says rebels conspired against Gehlot
govt, Speaker issues disqualification notices

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, JULY 15

IN PETITIONS filed to the
Speaker seeking disqualification
of Sachin Pilot and 18 MLAs loyal
to him, the Congress cited their
absence from legislature party
(CLP) meetings, and accused
them of conspiring to bring
down the party’s government in
Rajasthan. Statements made by
the rebel MLAs to the media in-
dicate that they have “voluntar-
ily given up the membership of
the Congress”, the petitions said.

Pilot was removed as deputy
chief minister and president of
the state Congress on Tuesday.
Late in the night, the Assembly
Secretariat issued notices to all
19 MLAs after Congress Chief
Whip Mahesh Joshi submitted
disqualification petitions to
Speaker CP Joshi.

The notices were pasted at
the entrance to the rebel MLAs’
homes. They were also sent to
the MLAs by email, SMS and
WhatsApp, and to their local and
permanent addresses.

“..The individual in question
has, despite requests, (i) deliber-
ately absented himself from...
two successive meetings of the
Congress Legislature Party, (ii)
conspired to bring down the
elected government... in
Rajasthan; (iii) conducted him-
selfin an openly hostile and prej-
udicial manner to the interests
of INC and its Government of
Rajasthan; (iv) remained myste-
riously inaccessible in pursuance
of this sinister objective for the
last few days; (v) not provided
any reasons or explanation for
his continued absence; (vi)is ad-
mittedly part of a group that is
seeking to destabilise the gov-

ernment and members of which
have categorically declared this
intention...to the mediain three
separate statements made on
the evening of July 13th, 2020,”
said the petition seeking disqual-
ification of the MLA from
Gudamalani in Barmer district,
Hemaram Choudhary.

“All of these lead inescapably
to the conclusion that the indi-
vidual has voluntarily given up
membership of the Indian
National Congress and the pro-
visions of Para 2(1)(a) of the
Tenth Schedule are attracted to
disqualify him with immediate
effect,” the petition said. It said
Choudhary acted “in concert, as
a group headed by Shri Sachin
Pilot, and in association with
(the) other MLAs”.

“These are open challenges
to the authority of the party
leadership and represent the un-
deniable expression of a mali-
cious revolt against the party and
itsideology. The immediate con-
clusion that flows from these
statements is that Shri Hemaram
Choudhary... along with those
individuals cited above have all
voluntarily given up member-
ship of the Indian National
Congress party by conspiring
against the party and by acting
in a manner prejudicial and
harmful to the interests of the
party and the Rajasthan
Congress government,” the pe-
tition said.

The notices to the rebel MLAs
sought their written submis-
sions within three days, and said
the petitions would be brought
before the Speaker on July 17 af-
ternoon for appropriate action.
If the MLASs failed to send their
remarks or submissions, the pe-
tition would be disposed of any-
way, the notices said.

Disqualification notice outside the residence of Viratnagar
MLA Indraj Gurjar, one of the supporters of Sachin Pilot, in
Jaipur on Wednesday. Rohit jain Paras

with the state government have
died after being infected by coro-
navirus while on duty.

Banerjee also announced a
special gallantry award for all
‘Covid warriors’ and a certificate
acknowledging their service. The
‘CM Medal for Covid Warriors'
and a certificate will be awarded
to all frontline workers who have
tested positive for Covid-19 and
recovered. The award will be ex-
tended to private frontline work-
ers, too. The decision was taken
ata cabinet meeting.

“We want to salute their spirit
and their service. So many of
them got infected and they came
back to their jobs after getting
cured. The Covid warriors are do-
ing the greatest service to the na-
tion,” Banerjee said.

BJP presented distorted

facts about MLLA death,
Mamata writes to Kovind

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,JULY 15

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has written to
President Ram Nath Kovind,
claiming that the BJP may have
presented “distorted facts” to him
about the death of an MLA and
party member in West Bengal.

This comes a day after a BJP
delegation met the President
and sought a CBI probe into the
death of Hemtabad MLA
Debendra Nath Ray, who was
found hanging near his home in
North Dinajpur district Monday.
Ray won the Hemtabad (re-
served) seat on a CPM ticket in
2016 but later joined the BJP. He
had not resigned from the
Assembly.

Meanwhile, Nilay Singh, a
resident of Malda, was arrested
on Wednesday in connection
with the case and produced ina
court, which sent him to police
custody for 10 days.

Derek O’Brien with the
President at Rashtrapati
Bhavan. Twitter

The BJP delegation had told
the President that Ray’s “murder”
is another one in a long series of
“political killings” in the state and
sought dismissal of the Trinamool
Congress government.

On Wednesday, a Trinamool
Congress delegation led by Rajya
Sabha MP Derek O'Brien called
on the President and submitted
the letter by Banerjee.

The Chief Minister has said in
her letter that the “suspected
suicide” by the BJP leader was
being wrongly portrayed as a
“political case” by the opposition

party.

Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot addresses the media in Jaipur on Wednesday. P11

Ex-Cong, 10 of 13 ‘kingmaker’
Independents likely to back CM

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,JULY 15

WITH THE Congress pushing for
disqualification of 19 party
MLAs, including former
Rajasthan deputy chief minister
Sachin Pilot, 13 Independent leg-
islators in the Assembly are set
to play a crucial role.

Without Pilot and the other
18 MLAs, the Congress'’s strength
in the 200-member House will
go down from 107 to 88 — or 89
with support of ally RLD. And
this is where support of the
Independents becomes crucial
in order to reach the majority
mark of 101.

Tenof these Independents, al-
ready ‘associated members’ of the
Congress, are known to be in the
camp of Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot. Most of them, originally
from Congress, contested the 2018
Assembly polls as Independents
after being denied a party ticket
given the power struggle between
Pilot and Gehlot camps, and as
such are mostly Gehlot loyalists.

Inthe present crisis, they have
issued statements in support of

the CM.

“I have been a three-time
Congress MLA and was a state
minister earlier. In my con-
stituency (Dudu, inJaipur district),
Iam Congress party. was denied
aticketin 2018 only because lam
a supporter of Ashok Gehlot,”
Independent legislator Babulal
Nagar said.

“I can never think of leaving
the Congress. The government in
Rajasthanis secure. We will not let
BJPdestabiliseit,” said Nagar, who
defeated official candidates of
both BJP and Congress, and won
by over 14,500 votes.

Kanti Prasad, MLA from
Thanagazi, in Alwar district, also
said he has pledged his support to
the Gehlot government. “After I
was denied a ticket (by Congress)
for the Assembly polls, | won as
Independent. All 10 of us —
Independents — are with the gov-
ernment. We are all staying at
Hotel Fairmont inJaipur,” he said.

Among other Independents
supporting Gehlot is Mahadeo
Singh, MLA from Khandela in
Sikar district and a six-time legis-
lator who wasaUnion ministerin
the UPA-2. The veteran

Congressman was denied a ticket
from Khandela in 2018 and the
Congress fielded Subhash Meel,
Youth Congress’s then Sikar dis-
trict president. Meel finished third
in the polls.

Alok Beniwal, son of senior
Congress leader and former
Gujarat governor Kamla Beniwal,
won as Independent from
Shahpura constituency after he
wasdenied aticketand is believed
tobe supporting the government.

The other notable
Independent MLAs who are un-
derstood to be supporting the
Congress government include
Sanyam Lodha, once considered
close to the Pilot camp but now
said to be firmly behind Gehlot,
Laxman Meena, Ramkesh, and Raj
Kumar Gaur.

Support from most of these
Independent MLAs had tilted the
power equation for the CM post
in Gehlot’s favour after the
Assembly polls.

Twelve of the 13
Independents were made associ-
ated members of the Congress a
few months after the Assembly
polls. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

As Gehlot accuses Pilot of horse-trading, rebel
camp hits back: ‘How much did you pay us?’

Party sources say rebellion was in the works, police notice only forced Pilot to play his hand early

HAMZAKHAN &
DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,JULY 15

THE POLITICAL impasse in
Rajasthan dragged on for the fifth
day, with Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot launching a frontal attack
on rebel Congress leader Sachin
Pilot, accusing him of “horsetrad-
ing”,and the rival camp respond-
ing by questioning the CM'’s alle-
gations and saying he was
“deluding the public”.

Sources in the Congress also
claimed that the rebellion led by
Sachin Pilot had been brewing for
long and that the notice issued to
him by the Special Operations
Group of the Rajasthan Police —in
aprobe into analleged bid to top-
ple the state government — may
have forced him to play his hand
immediately, without waiting for
the required numbers to topple
the government.

On Wednesday, Gehlot ac-
cused his former deputy of in-

dulging in horse trading and be-
inginvolved in the BJP’s “conspir-
acy” to topple the government.

Responding to the CM’s alle-
gations, two Congress MLAs from
the Pilot camp, Murari Lal from
Dausa constituency and Ramesh
Chand Meena from Sapotra, is-
sued video statements on
Wednesday, citing their own past
when they had joined the
Congress from the BSP.

Inavideo posted by Lokendra
Singh, who manages media rela-
tions for Pilot, Murari Lal is seen
assaying, “We are hurt at the way
he levelled allegations of corrup-
tion against us today. [ want to
ask him: when we came to the
Congress from the BSP during his
previous government'’s tenure,
how much money did we take
from him? Following that, he
used to give speeches saying he
hasn’t seen such honest people
and MLAs. Those who were hon-
est then, how did they become
corrupt today.”

In a similar video, this one

posted on Twitter, Meena, who
was removed as Cabinet minister
on Tuesday, too, took on Gehlot
over his horse-trading allegation.
“Today he talks about crores
of rupees being offered. I want
to ask the Chief Minister that
when we were in the BSP and
joined the Congress, how much
money did we get,” he said,
while accusing Gehlot of not
paying heed to their demands in
Cabinet meetings and behaving
ina “dictatorial” way.
Allegations of the BJP being in-
volved inanalleged conspiracy to
topple the government had come
up during the Rajya Sabha elec-
tions last month, when Gehlot
had moved swiftly to take party
MLAs to aresort ahead of voting.
After the Congress went on to
comfortably win the two Rajya
Sabhaseats from the state, Gehlot
was accused by many of crying
wolf, including Pilot, who said, “I
had said it before the elections,
which turned out to be right. It
means that whatever was said, be

it by anyone, was all baseless.”

On Wednesday, Gehlot said
that the MLAs, who have rebelled
now, were being herded else-
where ahead of the Rajya Sabha
elections last month: “(During
Rajya Sabha elections) these peo-
ple (rebel MLAs) were being sent
at 2 am, and who was doing it
and who was issuing clarifica-
tions... that nothing is happen-
ing? Those who were involved in
the conspiracy themselves were
giving clarifications.”

Gehlot added that the pres-
ent crisis would have played out
during the Rajya Sabha elections
had the party not taken its MLAs
to aresort.

Tomake their point that there
were signs of a rebellion over the
last few months, party sources
point to the open confrontation by
Vishvendra Singh — one of the
MLAs in the Pilot camp who was
removed as Tourism minister —
with his department officials.

Singh’s  discord  with
Department officials, including

House panel to explore modernisation
of legislation used to fight pandemic

LIZMATHEW &MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

WITH THE Central government
having invoked the Disaster
Management Act and Epidemic
Diseases Act to fight the coron-
avirus pandemic, a parliamentary
panel on Wednesday asked the
government to see if there is any
overlap between the twolaws and
decided to explore ways to make
them futuristic, it was learnt.

The Standing Committee on
Home Affairs chaired by
Congress leader Anand Sharma,
which met for the first time since
the lockdown began in March,
also observed that a national
database of migrant workers and
labour should be prepared im-
mediately so that they are not left
out of government benefits
wherever they are. A similar
arrangement for the urban poor
was also talked about.

The panel asked the govern-

ment to furnish details about the
number of shelters set up for mi-
grants and the number of peo-
ple accommodated, it was learnt.

On the overlap of laws, the
panel asked Home Ministry offi-
cials to get back to them on the
provisions in both laws that need
revisiting. “The members wanted
toseeifthereisaneed tocorrelate
the two Acts. They alsowant to ex-
plore the possibilities of strength-
ening provisions in the laws that
enable the government to fight a

pandemic situation and make
them futuristic,” said a source fa-
miliar with the developments.

Wednesday’s meeting was
cordial and members appreciated
the steps taken by the govern-
ment, it was learnt.

The meeting was scheduled in
June, butitwas cancelled as many
MPs had expressed their inability
to be present in the national cap-
ital due to the Covid situation.

Shreya Guha, then principal sec-
retary, Tourism, was known toall.

“Department officials are in-
different towards achieving high
tourism growth and introducing
new products, despite my con-
stant prodding and initiatives...”
Singh had tweeted on June 25.
Earlier this month, Guha had
been replaced.

A source in the Gehlot camp
said, “They have been questioning
the contents of the FIR. Butwhatis
mentioned in the FIRis now play-
ing out in real, that's the biggest
authentication of the contents of
the FIR.” He added that the raids
by the IT and the ED on Gehlot
aides only reinforced the claims
made by Gehlot camp.

As Pilot counts his numbers,
BJP leader Gulab Chand Kataria
backtracked from his demand,
made a day earlier, of seeking a
floor test. By evening, Congress
leader Randeep Singh Surjewala
claimed that “BJP’s conspiracy has
failed” and that it has “laid down
itsarms.”

In a fix after
Pilot’s no to
joining BJP,
saffron party
says game ‘not
concluded yet’

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI,JULY 15

FORMER RAJASTHAN deputy
chief minister and Congress
leader Sachin Pilot’s reiteration
that joining BJP is not an option
for him seems to have thrown
the saffron party in a fix, which
on Wednesday went back to a
“wait and watch” mode. But the
fight for the embattled Ashok
Gehlot government may not be
over still, with Union minister
and senior BJP leader from the
state Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
indicating that it has “not con-
cluded yet”.

Party leaders maintained that
the BJP, as the main Oppositionin
Rajasthan, will take “every action
to see thatthe Gehlot government
fails to prove (its) majority” in the
Assembly.

According to BJP leaders, the
party has discussed several plans
in case Pilot and Rajasthan
Congress MLAs backing him do
not vote for the Gehlot govern-
ment. “But we need to get a final
picture on what Pilot wants, and
what (kind of support) he has,” a
party leader said.

“We are waiting and watching,
but the BJPwill help those whoare
leaving the Congress camp,” asen-
ior BJP leader said. “As an opposi-
tion party, we will have to see that
the Ashok Gehlot government is
defeated (in a floor test).”

While many in the BJP had felt
that Pilot would be anasset tothe
party if he leaves the Congress
with a bunch of legislators, and
thatthe BJP could theninitiate ac-
tion to topple the Gehlot govern-
ment, the former PCC chief's stand
seems to have disappointed them.

On Wednesday, Pilot told The
Indian Express that joining BJP is
not an option before him, which
seems to have left BJP leaders alit-
tle confused.

Party leaders are now criticis-
ing Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
for his remark that he had “proof
that horse-trading was being
committed”, and that the
“deputy chief minister and PCC
president himself (Pilot) was do-
ing the deal”.

Union minister and senior BJP
leader from the state, Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat, told The Indian
Express, “If the Chief Minister had
proof that his deputy was in-
volved in horse-trading, why did
he and the Congress blame BJP?
Where did he get the proof? He
should make it public and apolo-
gise to the BJP”

Shekhawat said the BJP has
said “from day one” that this was
an internal issue of the Congress.
“We were nowhere in the picture.
But the Congress blamed BJPfor it
(the crisis). Gehlot should speak
out now about the allegation he
made,” he said.

Asked whether the BJP would
see that the government is de-
feated in a floor test, Shekhawat
said: “We wish from the core of
our heart this corrupt govern-
ment goes. As an opposition
party, the BJP hasarole to see that
the anti-people government is
thrown out.”

AccordingtoaBJPleader,who
is a national office-bearer, the
party can get into action if Pilot
brings out at least 20-25 MLAs
from the Congress camp, includ-
ing Independents.

SC Collegium nod for
nine permanent judges

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

THE SUPREME Court Collegium
has approved proposals to ap-
point nine additional judges as
permanent judges in Himachal
Pradesh, Calcutta and Punjab
and Haryana High Courts.

The Collegium headed by
Chief Justice of India S A Bobde
met here onJuly 14 and agreed to

FULLREPORTON elevate]ustice Jyotsna Rewal Dua,
www.indianexpress.com  Additional Judge of Himachal
New Delhi | ]

Pradesh High Court, as Permanent
Judge of that High Court.

It approved the name of
Justice Abhijit Gangopadhyay,
Additional Judge of Calcutta HC,
for appointment as a Permanent
Judge there, according to a state-
ment. For Punjab and Haryana
HC, the Collegium approved
seven Additional Judges of the
HC — Justices Manjari Nehru
Kaul, Harsimran Singh Sethi,
Arun Monga, Manoj Bajaj, Lalit
Batra, Arun Kumar Tyagi and
Harnaresh Singh Gill.
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Apex court seeks
J&K reply on HC
bar association

chief’s detention

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesday asked the Jammu
and Kashmir administration to
explain the detention of High
Court Bar Association president
Mian Abdul Qayoom who was
booked under the Public Safety
Act, 1978, in August 2019 follow-
ing the revocation of the special
status of Jammu and Kashmir.

“He is 73 years old. We want
to know on what basis youwould
like toretain himin Delhi’s Tihar,”
a bench of Justices S K Kaul and
Indu Malhotra told Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta. The court
added that his detention period as
perorder is also about to expire.

Mehta sought time to consider
various aspects following which
the benchfixed July 23 to hear the
matter next.

Appearing for Qayoom, Senior
Advocate Dushyant Dave said the
detention order was for a limited
period, for around a year.

Justice Kaul remarked that
was the reason the court issued
anotice on the plea on the pre-
vious date of hearing. Dave
contended that the matter was
not listed despite specific direc-
tions by the court.

Mehta said Qayoom’s ideol-
ogy “went against national in-
terests”.

“His detention period is about
toexpire. Hisideology remains the
same,” Justice Kaul told Mehta
and asked, “In the current Covid
scenario, would you still like to
keep this pending?”

99 doctors have
died of Covid
across country;,
says IMA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, JULY 15

LAC talks very positive, PLA ready
to discuss Pangong, says official

China Study Group meets, Rajnath heads to Ladakh tomorrow  Chinese state-owned firms
new East India Company,

KRISHN KAUSHIK &
DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

A DAY after XIV Corps
Commander Lt General Harinder
Singh and South Xinjiang
Military Region Commander
Major General Liu Lin held talks
for nearly 15 hours on disengage-
ment of troops along the Line of
Actual Control in Ladakh, sources
said the two sides had been able
to “break the ice” on the standoff
at Pangong Tso.

A senior official of the secu-
rity establishment told The Indian
Express Wednesday: “Earlier,
China was not even ready to talk
about Pangong Tso. Now we have
agreed to discuss not just Finger
4butFinger 8 tooaswell... things
will be firmed up in subsequent
meetings. The signs of resolution
are very, very positive.”

In Pangong Tso, Chinese
troops had come 8 km west of
Finger 8 which India says marks
the LAC. While the PLA has va-
cated the Finger 4 base area, its
troops continue to occupy the
ridgeline there.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Hua
Chunying said: “Chinese and
Indian border troops held the
fourth round of commander-
level talks on July 14. Building on
the common understanding
reached at the previous three
rounds of commander-level

Rajnath
Singh

talks and corresponding imple-
mentation work, the two sides
achieved progress in further dis-
engagement between border
troops as well as easing the situ-
ation at the western sector of the
China-India boundary. We hope
India will work with China toim-
plement our consensus with
concrete actions and jointly safe-
guard peace and tranquility in
the border areas.”

Army chief General MM
Naravane met Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Wednesday
morning.

While there was no official
statement from either the gov-
ernment or the Army on the
talks in Chushul, the China Study
Group, the government’s apex
advisory body on China, met in
the evening for deliberations on
the future course of action.

The China Study Group,
which is headed by National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval and
has top officials of the security
establishment as its members,
was to take up the outcome of
discussions between the Corps
Commanders. A meeting of the
Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Coordination
on India-China Border Affairs is

Bengal officer in charge
of migrant quarantine
centres dies of Covid

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JULY 15

AS MANY as 99 doctors across
the country have fallen to the
coronavirus while 1,302 have
been infected, the Indian
Medical Association said
Wednesday as it declared a red
alert for medical practitioners.

Among those infected are
586 practising doctors, 566 res-
identdoctors and 150 house sur-
geons, according to a national
Covid registry set up by IMA.

Of the doctors who died, 73
were above 50 years while 19
were in the 35-50 age group.
Seven were under 35.

IMA national president Dr
Rajan Sharmasaid doctors need to
take charge of the situationand en-
sure the safety of themselves, their
families, and their colleagues and
staff. “Senior doctors who are deci-
sion makers for the institutions
have enhanced responsibility of
taking care of their flock. Friendly
and scientific batch posting needs
tobeimplemented,” Sharma said.

Asking health workers to
raise their guard, the IMA
stressed on maintaining safety
and following protocol.

“If Covid mortality has to be
lessened, it has to start with doc-
tors and hospitals. This requires
intense review and updating of
all administrative set ups in the
hospitals including the infection
control protocols...” the IMA said.

Lockdown, night
curfew in Goa

Panaji: Faced with an alarming
rise in Covid-19 cases, the Goa
government Wednesday an-
nounced that it would impose a
lockdown from Thursday night
till Monday morning, as wellasa
night curfew till August 10, to
control the spiralling spread.
The government has “no
choice left to instil discipline”
among the people, Goa Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant said,
adding that those who violate the
curbs will be taken into custody.
With the onset of monsoon,
Sawant said the government had
an estimate of a “possible surge”
incases. “We feel that possibly we
have reached that estimate, the
highest spike anticipated,” he said.
The lockdown will continue
till 6 am on Monday (July 20).
The “night janata curfew” will
be between 8 pm and 6 am. Only
those working inindustries in sec-
ond and third shifts, besides those
with medical emergencies, will be
allowed to step out, CM said. ENS

ON MAY 5, the first Shramik
Special train to West Bengal, car-
rying 1,186 passengers from
Ajmer, Rajasthan — most of
them migrants — pulled into
Dankuni Junction in West
Bengal’s Hooghly district. From
then toJuly 1, when she went on
leave after developing symp-
toms of Covid, Debdatta Roy,
Deputy Magistrate of
Chandannagar in Hooghly dis-
trict and the officer tasked with
overseeing the inflow of migrant
labourers, has had her hands full.

On Monday morning, four
days after she tested positive for
Covid-19, the 38-year-old bu-
reaucrat died, leaving behind her
four-year-old son and husband,
who has also tested positive and
is in hospital.

Family members said Roy
underwent a Covid test at BN
Bose Memorial Hospital in
Barrackpore, North 24 Parganas
district. Her report, with the pos-
itive status, came last Thursday.
However, she chose to go in for
home quarantine. But on
Sunday, she developed breath-
ing problems and was admitted
to Shramajibi Hospital in
Serampore, Hooghly, where she
was put on oxygen support. On
Monday morning, she passed
away.

Her colleagues remember
Roy as an officer who always
took the lead.

“She took charge of manag-
ing everything at quarantine
centres meant for migrant
labourers. She visited the centres
several times to ensure that
labourers got food and all other
support,” said a government of-
ficial in Hooghly.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee expressed her condo-
lences to the family and wrote a
letter to Debdatta's husband,

Chandannagar Dy Magistrate
Debdatta Roy was puton
ventilator on Sunday and
died the next day. Facebook

calling her an “outstanding
Covid warrior”.

"In the forefront of our fight
against Covid-19, Debdatta was
an outstanding warrior who
fought this crisis with extreme
courage and determination. I
salute her great spirit and sacri-
fice for the State," Banerjee
wrote.

A 2011 batch officer of the
West Bengal Civil Services,
Debdatta was Block
Development Officer at Purulia
before she was moved to
Chandannagar as Deputy
Magistrate.

Hailing from Motijhil area of
Dum Dum in North 24 Parganas
district, Roy and her family had
been living in her government
quarters in Hooghly. Her hus-
band Pabitrais associated with a
consulting firm.

On Wednesday, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee an-
nounced that family members
of “Covid warriors” who died of
the virus would be given govern-
ment jobs and Rs 10 lakh in fi-
nancial assistance.

‘Covid warriors’ include doc-
tors, healthcare officials, police
and government employees.

The Chief Minister informed
that 268 police personnel, 30
doctors, 43 nurses and 62 gov-
ernment officials in the state had
been infected with the
coronavirus.

also expected shortly to take the
disengagement process forward.

Rajnath Singh is scheduled to
visit Ladakh on July 17, and is
likely to visit forward areas to
meet the troops. He is also likely
to conduct a detailed review of
the situation at the headquarters
of XIV Corpsin Leh. Singh will visit
Jammu and Kashmir the next day.

Earlier this month, his visit to
Ladakh was deferred and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi made
an unannounced visit on July 3.

On the meeting of the Corps
Commanders — this was their
fourth meeting since the standoff
began two months ago — sources
said the talks began shortly after
11 amTuesday and continued un-
til 2am Wednesday.

Chinese troops are also
blocking Indian access to tradi-
tional patrolling limits on the
Depsang Plains, not far from the
strategic Indian outpost at
Daulat Beg Oldie near the
Karakoram Pass in the north.

The patrolling limits have
been decided by the China Study
Group and Indian forces assert
their presence by patrolling till
these points.

Meanwhile, the Defence
Minister also chaired a special
meeting of the Defence
Acquisition Council (DAC) toem-
power the Army, Navy and Air
Force to make capital procure-
ment up to Rs 300 crore without
approaching the DAC, making
the acquisition process quicker.

says top US official

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

US SECRETARY of State Mike
Pompeo said Wednesday he
spoke to External Affairs Minister
SJaishankar and that they talked
about “conflict” on the India-
Chinaborder and “risks” emanat-
ing from the Chinese telecom-
munications infrastructure.
Separately, US Assistant
Secretary in the Bureau of East
Asian and Pacific Affairs, David R
Stilwell, said Chinese state enter-
prises are “modern-day equiva-
lents of the East India Company”.
“These state-owned enter-
prises are PRC instruments of
abuse, and we should highlight
their improper behaviour,”
Stilwell said. “We should also
shine light on how these compa-
nies operate around the world...”
Hesaid, “Inall our societies, cit-
izens deserve to know the differ-
ences between commercial enter-
prises and instruments of foreign
state power. These state enter-
prises are modern-day equiva-
lents of the East India Company.”
In Washington DC, Pompeo
described India as an “important
partner” of the US and said, “We
have a great relationship with
my Foreign Minister counterpart

K ¢

Indiais a key
partner:
Mike
Pompeo

we talked frequently, about a
broad range of issues. We talked
about the conflict they had on
their border with China. We have
talked about the risks that em-
anates to China from Chinese
telecommunications infrastruc-
ture there.”

“You saw the decision they
made to ban some several dozen
Chinese software firms from op-
erating...I think the whole world
is coalescing around the chal-
lenge that we face and the
democracies, the free nations of
the world will push back on these
challenges together,” he said.

Stilwell, who was speaking at
avirtual conference, said, “When
Beijing uses coercion, empty
promises, disinformation, con-
tempt for rules, bad-faith diplo-
macy, and other underhanded
tactics in the South China Sea, it
is drawing on a playbook that it
uses worldwide. We seeitinthe
East China Sea... We see it in the
Himalayas, where Beijing re-
cently took aggressive action on
its frontiers with India.”

Dr Mary Anitha (left) with six-month-old Elvin and his parents in Kochi. P11

Doctor cares for baby for month
after his parents test positive

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY15

A KERALA doctor looked after a
six-month-old baby for amonth
after his parents tested positive
for Covid-19 and fear of infection
kept others from taking care of
the infant.

On Wednesday, Dr Mary
Anitha handed over Elvin to his
parents, who have completed
their home quarantine after be-
ingdischarged from the hospital.

Elvin’s parents, hailing from
Ernakulam district, are nurses at
a healthcare facility in Gurgaon.
Last month, his father tested pos-
itive for Covid-19 and the mother
returned with Elvin to Kerala.

After reaching Kochi, the
woman was in home quarantine
during which she tested positive.
The district child welfare com-
mittee looked for people to take
care of Elvin, but the fear of in-
fection scared many away. The
families of the parents did not
turn up either.

Mary said, “On June 14, the
child welfare committee ap-

Thiruvananthapuram: Acting
upon a PIL, a division bench of
the Kerala High Court has di-
rected that political organisa-
tions should not conduct
protests or dharnas as such ac-
tivities are against the restric-
tionsonsocial gatheringsissued
by the Centre and the state gov-
ernments during the lockdown.

The bench of Chief Justice S

HC bars dharnas in lockdown

Manikumar said the general
precautionary measures is-
sued by the governments in
the wake of Covid-19 are appli-
cable to political parties as
well. The court directive came
in a petition seeking derecog-
nition of political parties which
hold protest marches, dharns
and processions violating lock-
down restrictions. ENS

proached me... By the time the
issue reached me, the baby had
lived with his mother for several
days after she tested positive and
his chances of getting infected
were very high.”

A clinical psychologist, Mary
runs an organisation for differ-
ently-abled children in Kochi.

The doctor said that without
asecond thought, she offered to
look after the baby. “I discussed
the issue with my family only af-
ter expressing my willingness to
take care of the baby.”

Maryhas three children of her
own.OnJune 15, she went to the

hospital and took the baby to an
empty flat in her apartment
complex. Thereafter, her children
would take meals to the flat Mary
and the baby were staying inand
leave the food outside the door.
The doctor made video calls
toElvin’s father and mother, who
were under treatment in
Gurgaon and Kochi, respectively.
Elvin’s mother said they were
indebted to the doctor. “The doc-
tor was a godsend. Nobody
would come forward to take care
of ababy of a Covid-19 patient. I
respect her as well as her family
who supported her decision.”

Bihar allows home quarantine of asymptomatic patients

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JULY 15

THE BIHAR health department
on Wednesday allowed home
isolation for asymptomatic pa-
tients amid a sudden spurt in
Covid-19 cases, especially in

Patna, Bhagalpur, East
Champaran, West Champaran
and Begusarai.

Cases in Bihar have jumped
from 10,250 0nJuly 1t020,153 on
July 15. Of these, 6,482 are active

cases. With 14 deaths in the last
24 hours,including that ofahome
department under secretary, the
toll hasreached 157.The recovery
rate is down to 67 per cent from
78 per cent a fortnight ago.
Politicians and bureaucrats
continued to test positive, in-
cluding Bihar BJP president Dr
Sanjay Jaiswal and Additional
Chief Secretary (Home) Amir
Subhani. Several departments of
the state secretariat were sealed.
Covid patients reported diffi-
culty in getting beds in hospitals

and people were waiting three to
four days to get tested. With
Patna and Bhagalpur having 1,113
and 555 active cases, respectively,
chaotic scenes were witnessed at
two leading Patna hospitals ---
Nalanda Medical College and
Hospital (NMCH) and AIIMS
Patna, both Covid hospitals.
Relatives of several patients
made videos of AIIMS Patna al-
legedly not admitting patients
despite availability of beds.

An AIIMS Patna doctor said:
“We have 1,067 Covid beds and

cannot admit all patients.
Relatives have to understand
that it is a Covid hospital.”
NMCH Medical
Superintendent Dr N K Singh told
The Indian Express: “We have
about 200 spare beds from our to-
tal capacity of 447 beds, but we
have been receiving several pa-
tients now, mostly referral cases
from district hospitals. In a pan-
demic, we are trying torise to the
challenge. The number of deaths
hasbeengoing up inrecentdays.”
The state's main concern is

that 10-11 per cent of samples
are testing positive as against 5-
7 per cent until a fortnight ago.

Bihar Health Minister Mangal
Pandey said he had reviewed the
situation on increasing isolation
beds and oxygen cylinders. The
health department hasissued an
order for home isolation for
asymptomatic cases.

Leader of Opposition
Tejashwi Yadav accused NDA
leaders of spreading the coron-
avirus by not following safety
norms.

New Delhi

US reverses
order, back to
flexible rules for
foreign students

KARISHMAMEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

LESSTHAN a week afterit had is-
sued a directive saying interna-
tional students with online-only
classes would not be allowed
visas to stay in the US, the Trump
administration on Wednesday
reversed the order.

The turnaround came on the
heels of eight lawsuits from top-
tier US universities, technology
companies and state govern-
ments against the order.

In a hearing that lasted less
than five minutes on Tuesday US
time, a district judge in
Massachusetts said the parties
had come to a resolution to re-
scind the directive. It now brings
back into effect a March guid-
ance allowing flexible student
visa requirements during the
coronavirus pandemic.

The order passed by the US
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) on July 6 re-
quired international students in
the US to either shift to in-per-
son classes or risk deportation.

Two days later, Harvard
University and MIT filed a lawsuit
against the government agency.
Subsequently, 180 education in-
stitutions filed alegal brief in sup-
port, stating that they had in-
vested heavily in planning in
accordance with the March guid-
ance, and that international stu-
dents make substantial eco-
nomic contributions. “The
question is whether these stu-
dents will pursue their education
in the United States, where
America can reap the benefits --
or whether they will attend over-
seas, to the advantage of foreign
nations,” the amicus brief said.

Tech giants such as Facebook,
Google, and Twitter also lent
their support to the legal chal-
lenge on Monday, listing the con-
tributions of international stu-
dents to the US economy and
skilled research. They quoted a
report by the National
Association of Foreign Student
Advisers, that, for every sevenin-
ternational studentsliving in the
US, “three jobs are supported
dueto their presence”. As well as
a National Foundation for
American Policy research that
had found that “as of October
2018, approximately one-quar-
ter of the private billion-dollar
start-up businesses in the US

The July 6 order passed
by the US Immigration
and Customs
Enforcement required
international students
in the US to either shift
to in-person classes or
risk deportation

were founded by individuals
who originally entered the
United States on an F-1 visa”.

Los Angeles, Boston and New
York municipalities filed briefs
against the directive, while law-
suits were also filed by state at-
torney generals and other uni-
versities. Even 15 House
Republicans wrote a letter
against the ICE directive.

Reacting to the reversal, the
Massachusetts attorney general
tweeted: “Thisis why we sue. The
rule was illegal and the Trump
Administration knew they didn’t
have a chance. They may try this
again. We will be ready.”

Not all reactions were posi-
tive. “This, unfortunately, is yet
another example of the adminis-
tration caving to the pressure of
the business lobby and open
borders advocates who continue
crafting the narrative that inter-
national students are somehow
anything more than temporary
visitors,” said the Federation for
American Immigration Reform.

There were around two lakh
Indian students in the US in
2019, surpassed only by China,
according to a report by the US-
based Institute of International
Education. International stu-
dents, often not on financial
loans, contribute around $45 bil-
lion, it said, citing the US
Department of Commerce. This
sum helps the American govern-
ment subsidise much of the fees
for its own students.

Several students enrolled in
the US questioned the frequent
changes in policy by the Trump
government. A third-year under-
graduate at UC Berkeley Ankuta
Jain said: “ltwas an unnecessary
political move by the Trump ad-
ministration. It’s frustrating that
something they didn’t care to
fight for caused so much stress
for international students. But I
felt supported by the academic
community.”

Drive to clear land:
After Dalit couple
suicide bid, Guna
Collector, SP out

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL,JULY 15

GUNA COLLECTOR
S Vishwanathan and SP Tarun
Nayak were removed late on
Wednesday night and a probe
ordered after a Dalit farmer cou-
ple consumed pesticide to
protest against an anti-en-
croachment drive, with police al-
legedly beating up a relative in
response.

Aphotograph of the children
of Rajkumar Ahirwar and wife
Savitri, who are stable, crying
next to their unconscious
mother on Tuesday, and a video
showing police beating up
Ahirwar’s younger brother had
gone viral.

Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan announced the action
against the Collector and SP late
on Wednesday night.

Officials had arrived with a
bulldozer at the 45-bigha Guna
land reserved for a government
post-graduate college, a major
chunk of which hasallegedly been
encroached upon by Ahirwar. An
attempt to clear it in November
last year had been blocked by the
family of Gappu Pardhi, who
claims to own the land.

Ahirwar told the officials that
he had taken the land on lease
and raised loan to cultivate it,
and the family would have no
option but to end their lives if

their crop was destroyed.

After the couple consumed
pesticide, the police had booked
them as well as others for trying
to obstruct public officials on
duty.

Before he was removed,
Collector Vishwanathan told The
Indian Express that the police had
touse force as Ahirwar’s relatives
were not letting them take the
couple to hospital. He also said
the government had sanctioned
Rs 12 crore for construction of the
college, and any further delay
could have resulted in it being
shifted to another district.

The Collector said the
Ahirwars might have been insti-
gated by someone to take the
step, to stop the team from clear-
ing the encroachment.

Home Minister Narottam
Mishra said senior officials from
Bhopal will probe the incident
and take action against whoever
was responsible.

The Congress said the video
of police officers thrashing
Ahirwar’s relatives and bundling
theminto a vehicle showed that
it was “jungle raj” in Madhya
Pradesh. “If there was some dis-
pute about the land, it could have
been solved legally... Will the
government show similar
alacrity in clearing encroach-
ment on thousands of acres of
government land by so-called
jan sevaks (people’s servants)?”
asked former CM Kamal Nath.
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that my
client Smt. Meena Verma W/o Late Sh.
Subhash Chander Verma is the lawful owner
and resident of H.No. 399-400, Gali Mata
Wali, Teliwara, Delhi-110006 have severed
all her relation with her son and daughter-in-
law namely Mr. Nikhil Lodhi and Mrs.
Bhawna, both presently residing at the above
said address from the date of this public
notice. Now my client has no relation with her
son and daughter-in-law. My client declare
that her abovesaid son and daughter-in-law
shall have no right, title or interest

I, Ved Prakash Sharma R/0-449,
First-Floor,Sector-37,
Faridabad-121003, Haryana,
have changed my minor son’s
name,from Adi Sharma to
Aditya Sharma, permanently.

0040541935-6

1 Abhilash Nair Puthen House
S/0 Kunnath Ramachandran
Nair R/0 Radhakrishna
Apartment, Rz-A/21C,Kh No-
82/18, Galino-03. Mahavir
Enclave 1, New Delhi 110045,
have changed my nameto
Abhilash Nair 0040541933-1

1 Akshat S/o0 Jugender Singh R/o-
1/7289 GaliNo.5 East Gorakh
Park Delhi-110032 have
changed my name to Akshat
Rathor. 0040541935-3

I1shita D/O Shri Rakesh Kumar
R/0 12A, Navsena Appartment,
West Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi
110034 have changed my name
Ishita to Ishita Chowdhary for
all future purposes.

0040541905-2

I Meenakshi W/0 Shri Rakesh
Kumar R/0 12A, Navsena
Appartment, West Enclave,
Pitampura, Delhi 110034 have
changed my name
Meenakashi to Meenakashi
Chowdhary for all future
purposes. 0040541905-1

IMona Arora w/o Harish Hasija
R/0-1201, gold course road,
Baisel tower, Salcon verndas,
Gurgaon have changed my
name to Mona Hasija.

0040541935-1

IMujeeb Ahmed S/o Late Nisar
Ahmed R/0 1442, 43 Fayyaz
Ganj, Bara Hindu Rao, Bahadur
Garh Road, Delhi-6 have
Changed my Name From
Mujeeb Ahmed Shamshito
Mujeeb Ahmed for All Future
Purposes. 0040541921-1

INeha W/0O, Tilak Raj R/0
Alb/25b, Krishna Appartment,
Paschim Vihar, New Delhi have
changed my nameto Neha
Khanna for all purposes.

0040541911-1

INisha Rani W/o Jugender Singh
Rathor R/0-1/7289 Gali.No.5
East Gorakh Park Delhi-
110032.have changed my name
toNisha Rathor.

0040541935-4

IRajasvi Pundhir D/O, Capt
Ashish Singh R/o Flat 001,
Tower-24 Orchid Petals, Sector-
49,sohna Road Gurgaon 122018
have changed my nameto
Rajasvi Singh D.0.b 15./02/2002
forall purposes.

0040541914-1

I Sunita Mittal D/O, Satpal
Bansal R/o D-4 Milap Nagar,
Uttam Nagar, New Delhi have
changed my name to Sunita
Bansal Agrwal by affidavit
dated 14-07-2020 sworn before
Notary NK Verma.

0040541935-8

ISweety W/o Sonupal Singh R/0
3-A AyodhyaEnclave, Sec 13,
Rohini Delhi have changed my
name to Sweety walia for all
purposes. 0040541935-9

I, Sulabh Jain S/o0 Sanjay Kumar
Jain R/0-197/1C, Gali.No-12,
Bholanath Nagar, Shahdara,
Delhi-110032 have Changed my
name to Aadvik Jain.

0040541927-1

I, Shivswriti Ji Maharaj
D/0,Aadish Kumar Jain R/0-D-
1166,Gali No-6, Ashok-Nagar
Delhi-93,have changed my
name to Srishti Jain for all
purposes. 0040541935-7

I, Sagar S/o0 Umed Singh, R/0
H.no 171 Pandawala Kalan
South West Delhi-110043 have
changed my name to Sagar
Yadav for all future purposes.

0070708674-1

I, Sachins/o Late, Sh.Rohtash
Jindal r/o A-3/147,Sector-17,
Rohini, New Delhi have
changed my name to Sachin
Jindal permanently.

0070708691-1

I, Joffin K Joy S/0 Podiyan
Kaduvankal Joy R/o Flat No.
281, Pocket-4, Sec-2, Rohini,
Delhi-85Have Changed My
Name To Joffin Kaduvankal Joy
For All My Future References.

0040541935-10

I, Dhanender Kumar Gupta S/o
Gulshan Kumar Gupta R/o-Flat
No.454,Neelkanth Apartment
Sector-13 Rohini Delhi-
110085,changed my name to
Dhaninder Kumar Gupta.

0040541935-2

l, Amarjeet D/o Jagtar Singh R/0-
1231/52 DDA-Flats, Kalkaji
Delhi-110019 Have Changed My
Name To Amarjeet Kaur,For
Future. 0040541940-1

LOST & FOUND

I, Shyam Kishore Mishra S/o
Ram Kripal Mishra, Have Lost
My Original-Property Paper
GPA/ATS Of Plot.No-283
Khasra.No-264,Gali.No-10
Lakhpat Colony-1,Meethapur
Extn. Badarpur,Delhi-110044,
Finder contact-9958467266

0040541940-7

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is informed to the General Public that my
client Rahul Yadav S/o Sh. Azad Yadav R/o
H.No. 166, Deep Chand Pradhan Mohalla,
Rajokari, Delhi-110038, lodged a missing
report of original documents i.e. allotment
Letter dated 25.04.1999, Possession Letter
dated 10.09.2000 and Conveyance Deed
dated 04.03.2005 (the date wrongly
mentioned in NCR as 04.05.2009 instead of
04.03.2005) of property No. Flat 154, Bank
Vihar, CGHS Ltd. Plot No. 16, Sector-22,
Dwarka, New Delhi vide LR No.
332980/2020 dated 01.06.2020 through
online. The Conveyance Deed dated
04.03.2005 (the date wrongly mentioned in
NCR as 04.05.2009 instead of 04.03.2005)
has been found with laminated but other
documents i.e. allotment letter dated
25.04.1999, possession letter dated
10.09.2000 not found till date. My client had
also intimated in respect of found
Conveyance Deed dated 04.03.2005 to the
S.H.0. PS. Vasant Kunj, New Delhi on
10.07.2020  vide Reference No.
81710632001104 dated 10.07.2020.
Sd/- APRAJIT BOUDH
ADVOCATE
Chamber No. 198A Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is informed to the public at large that my
client Smt. Hanshi Sharma @ Hansli Devi
w/o Late Bachhi Dutt Sharma R/o WZ-66-
A, A- Block Ram Dutt Enclave Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-59 has withdrawn the
earlier public Notice Dated 7.05.2014 of
disowning her son Laxmi Dutt Sharma and
his wife Smt. Kheema vide publication in
‘Indian Express Newspaper' at Page No. 5
and henceforth the Same shall be deemed
to be Null and Void. Now the above said
Laxmi Dutt Sharma and his wife Kheema
Sharma are living peacefully and and are
serving her with great love and affection.
Hence the above said both person shall
live together in the house of my client and
shall have all right title and interest in it.
Sd/- RAMBIR SINGH
ADVOCATE
Chamber No. C-10, C.L. Joseph Block
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to public at large that
my client Smt. Dipti Irani Wife of Shri Jatha
Nand R/o B-57, Maharani Enclave,Vikas
Nagar, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi has
disowned and debarred her son Shri
Pumeet Daughter-in Law Smt. Bharti from
all his movable and immovable properties
with immediate effect and severed
relations, because they are out of control of
my client, misbehaves with him.
Any body dealing with them in any manner
whatsoever will be doing so at his/her own
cost, risk and responsibilities thereto and
my client shall be in no way responsible for
any act, deeds and things done by them.
Sd/- B. B. N. DEO, ADVOCATE
S.R-II,B Campus,Janakpuri, New Delhi-58

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Sh. Jagmohan Gupta and his
wife Jagwanti Devi Rlo 2901/216
Vishram Nagar Tri Nagar Delhi have
severed all their relations with his elder
son Hemant Bindal his wife Asha
Gupta and their son Ishan Bindal &
Daughter Bhumika Bindal all R/o
2901/216 2nd Floor, Vishram Nagar Tri
Nagar Delhi with immediate effect due
to their disobedience & misconducts.
My clients disown them from all their
moveable & immoveable properties &
shall not be responsible for any acts &
deeds done by themin future.
SANJAY PADAM JAIN (Advocate)
Ch. No. 463 A & B, Western Wings|
Tis Hazari, Delhi-110054.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notified that my client (1) SARI LAJPAT RAI
ARYA S/O LATE SH. THAKUR DASS, (2)
SMT. SARLA ARYA W/O SH. LAJPAT RAI
ARYA BOTH R/O 332-A, SRI NAGAR, GALI
No. 4, DELHI-110034, has/have severe
relation from their son GAGANDEEP ARYA
and their daughter-in-law SHINKU ARYA Due
to their cruel and harassing behavior towards
my above named client. Now they have no
domestic relations with them and has/have
disowned them from their all movable &
immovable properties.
Any person dealing with his/her/him/them will
do at his/her/them own cost & risk and my
client's shall not be responsible for the same,
if any.
Sd/-
KAMAL SINGH (Advt.)
Enrl. No. D-748/14

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Rythem Arora D/o Raj Kumar
AroraResident of F-4,House
no. 127, Sector-16, Rohini,
Delhi- 110089 have changed my
name to Rhythm for all future
purposes. 0040541940-8

I, RITICA SINGHAL, D/O MUKESH
SINGHAL,. H.NO-S-22, PANDAV-
NAGAR DELHI-110092, changed
my name to RITIKA SINGHAL,
permanently. 0040541940-4

1, POOJA W/O PARMOD KUMAR
R/0-472,D.D.A-FLAT KHIRKI
MALVIYA-NAGAR DELHI-
110017.have changed my name
to POOJA KUMAR.

0040541935-5

I, Nitin Prakash S/o late Sh. Sri
Prakash R/o House No.4,
Jangpura Road, New Ariya
Samaj Mandir, Bhogal, New
Delhi-110014 have changed my
name to Nitin Prakash Shergill.

0070708670-1

I, N Biswas, S/o Late Mr.NC
Biswas,R/0232/B/3, GT.Road
PO,Belurmath, Howrah, WB-
711202,have changed my name
from N BISWAS to NILABH
BISWAS, vide-Affidavit No.IN-
DL57764186852332S,dated-
15/07/2020,at New Delhi,for
all,purpose. 0040541940-3

I, Mahender Pal R/0 H-13/75
Near Health Point Hospital,
Ratiya Marg, Sangam Vihar
New Delhi-110062 have
changed my minor son’s name
from Jacob to Gaurang for all
purposes. 0040541912-1

I, AMAN S/O ABDUL HAQ R/O-
313/44B-22, INDER LOK, DELHI-
35, have changed my nameto
AMAN QURESHI.

0040541940-2

General Public is hereby informed
that my Clients Sh. Durjan Lal S/o
Late Sh. Pragu Lal R/o A-51, Street
No. 4, Madhu Vihar, Uttam Nagar,
New Delhi has disowned debarred
and disinherited his son Ajit Kumar,
Daughter-in-law namely Aruna Devi
and grandsons namely Mohit Kumar
and Gaurav Kumar, from his all
immovable and movable
assets/properties and have severed
all his relations with them, as they are
disobedient, ill mannered, working
against my Client and his family and
is not in control of my Clients. Anyone
dealing with them in any manner shall
do so at his/her/their own risk, cost
and consequences.
Sd/-
GURBACHAN SINGH (Advocate)
J-7/284, Gali No. 7, Sardar
Colony, Sector-16, Rohini,
New Delhi-89

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed by
Prem Gupta S/o Sh. Khem Chand
Gupta (being lawful attorney of Smt.
Sudesh Kansal), that my client Smt.
Sudesh Kansal W/o S.h. R.S.
Kansal, R/o: H.No. 543, Sector-29,
NOIDA, Gautam Buddh Nagar,
(U.P) is the absolute & lawful owner
of the scheduled property, which
was purchased by my client from its
erstwhile owner on dt. 15/06/1995,
who had executed all the sale
documents in favour of my client and
also handed over the entire chain of
previous documents.

My client has lodged an FIR bearing
no. 071/2017 U/Section 420/467/
468/471/448/120-B/34 of IPC Police
Station SamayPur Badli qua the
scheduled property which is still
pending investigation.

My client has not sold the scheduled
property or any part thereof to
anyone and she is still absolute &
lawful owner thereof, public at large
is warned not the deal with the
scheduled property in any manner, if
anyone does so, he will do it at his

risk, responsibilities, cost and
consequences.

Sd/-

MANOJ KUMAR LOHAT

(ADVOCATE)

OFFICE:- Ch. No.1022,
Lawyer's Chambers Block,
Rohini Courts, New Delhi 110085

in any manner in the movable

and immovable property of my client and if

anybody made dealing with them shall do at
their own risk, cost and consequences

Sd/- (ROHIT ARORA)

Advocate

CHAMBER NO. 550, LAWYERS

CHAMBER BLOCK, SAKET COURT,

DELHI-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Gaurav Dhameja (Advocate)
RU-5, Pitampura, Delhi-34

PUBLIC NOTICE
FREEHOLD PROPERTY BEARING
NO. 1/7152, PLOT NO.72, SHIVAJI
PARK, ARE OF VILLAGE SIKDAR-
PUR, ILLAQA SHAHDARA, DELHI.

Public at large is hereby informed that
the captioned property is subject matter
of Equitable / Registered Mortgage with
State Bank of India / Other Bank. FI, the
present Owner / my client M/S Sujan
Builders Pvt. Ltd through its Director
Shri Sh. Satbir Singh S/o Sh. Igbal
Singh R/o 1/6115, Street No. 2, Rohtas
Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi of the captioned
property has declare that (1) Sale Deed,
Dated on 21.11.1957, executed by Shri
Dwarkanath & Shri Rajnath in favour of
Shri Satnam Rai, having Regd. No. 5031,
Dated 21.11.1957 (2) Sale Deed executed
by Satnam Rai in favour of Smt. Kaushalya
Devi having Regd. No. 3922, Dated 19.04.1962
(3) Sale Deed Dated on - executed by Smt.
Kaushalya Devi in favour of Shri Bhagwan
Das having Regd. No. 11202, Dated 23.12.1963
(4) Will executed by Bhagwan Das
Khanna Smt. Premlata Khanna, having
Regd. No. 23117, Dated 15-07-1994
(5) Sale Deed executed by Smt. Premlata
Khanna in favour of Shiv Kumar Khanna,
having Regd. No. 1558, Dated 17-07-2001
(6) Sale Deed Dated on 30.04.2012,
executed by Shiv Kumar Khanna in favour
of M/s Hepta Developers Pvt. Ltd. Having
Regd. No. 1874, are not available in
original & informed as missing as well as
Lost, the above said original documents
had been lost/misplaced by the present
seller some where in Laxmi Nagar,
District Centre, Delhi & did not found it
inspite of mylour all sincere efforts. An
Lost Report was done with Delhi Police.
My Client is executed Agreement to Sell
06.07.2020, in favour of Sh. Manish
Kumar Tiwari & in respect of the Entire
First Floor without Roof Rights, with
Common Car Parking, area measuring
150 sq.yds, of the captioned property.
It is hereby notified that any person or
entity, Firm / company, Bank, Financial
institution having claim any charge,
interest or lien or claim on the basis
of above mentioned two original
documents or otherwise and / or objection
to the Equitable Mortgage with SBI / Other
Bank/ FI thereof, He/she/they may lodge
I notify the same to the undersigned with
documentary proof/ Court Judgement
| Decree within 15 Days from the day of publi-
cation, failing which the title shall be
deemed to be clear and marketable
without any defect, encumbrance, flaw
and impediment and my client shall
proceed further as per his wish. Further
my client / prospective buyer / seller is /
are free to create Equitable / Registered
Mortgage by deposit of Chain of avail-
able title documents with any person/
firms, company, financial Institution/ Bank.
Mithilesh Kumar (Advocate)

717, Lawyers Chambers, District Courts Rohini, Delhi-85]

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that our client
Surinder Pal Nagpal S/o Prithvi Raj
Nagpal had purchased the second floor
with roof rights of property no. E-15 Bali
Nagar, New Delhi-110015 from one
SitaRam Kalra S/o Sukh Dayal Kalra by
virtue of sale deed dated 12.10.1998
wherein our client was allowed to
construct an independent staircase
from the front side of the building for his
use to access his second floor and
terrace, whereas, the seller SitaRam
Kalra would use only the then existing
staircase in the rear of the building to
access his 1st floor or the terrace for
carrying out any repairs to water tanks
of ground and 1st floor kept on the
terrace. Thereafter, our client has gifted
the terrace portion of his property to his
daughter Ms. Poorvanshi Nagpal vide
registered gift deed dated 22.12.2017.
As a result of the above Gift Deed in
favor of Poorvanshi Nagpal, the owner
of ground and 1st Floor of this property
is now SitaRam Kalra, whereas, the
second floor is owned by Surinder Pal
Nagpal and the terrace is now Owned
by Poorvanshi Nagpal by Virtue of the
above mentioned Gift Deed. That it has
now come to the Knowledge of our
client that SitaRam Kalra is trying to sell
of his Ground and 1st Floor to the
prospective Buyers.
Now, By this Public notice, all persons
desirous of purchasing the Ground floor
or the 1st Floor or both the said floor of
the above named property are hereby
warned that they shall not have any
rights, interest, claim or demand over
the use of staircase in the front portion
of the property and shall be entitled to
use only the rear staircase built in the
rear portion of the property to access
the First Floor or the terrace for carrying
out any repairs to water tanks of ground
and 1st floor kept on the terrace. Any
person dealing with the present owner
of the ground floor or the 1st floor for
purchase of the said ground/ 1st floor or
renting the same by overlooking the
above said warning in respect of
usages of the stair case of front portion
of this property i.e. E-15 Bali Nagar, if
misguided by the Seller/ SitaRam Kalra
that they shall get the right to use the
Front side staircase constructed by Our
client for his use as per the sale deed
our client had signed with SitaRam
Kalra in respect of purchase of 2nd floor
and the Terrace by our client, shall do
so illegally, wrongfully and shall do so at
his or her own risk and peril.
Clarification if any, may be addressed to
SC Malhotra (Advocate) at 9654400398
by WHATSAPP/SMS
Sd/-
S.C. Malhotra
Advocate
DELHI HIGH COURT &
SUPREME COURT
C-57A, 03RD FLOOR,

UJVN LIMITED

(An Uttarakhand Govt. Enterprise)
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UJVNL

Tender No.440

H. 0. "UJJAWAL" MAHARANI BAGH, GMS ROAD, DEHRADUN - 248006, CIN No. U40101UR2001SGC025866
Tele.: 0135-2763508, 2763808, Fax: 0135-2763507, website: www.ujvnl.com

Date : 15.07.2020
TIME EXTENSION NOTICE-1

Due to unavoidable circumstances, the date of following bids invited by
office of Executive Engineer (Civil-l), UJVN Limited, Guptkashi,
Rudraprayag, are hereby extended:-

Tender No.:01/EE (Civil-l)/Guptkashi/2020-21

Name of work- Annual maintenance, cleaning and upkeep of UJVNL
Office/Field hostel at Kund (Guptkashi) Distt. Rudraprayag

Tender No.: 02/EE (Civil-)/Guptkashi/2020-21

Name of work- Hiring of one number Light diesel Pool vehicle Mahindra
Bolero (Non - AC) or equivalent with driver for one year on rent basis for
Kaliganga SHP in Distt. Rudraprayag.

28.07.2020 from
17:00 Hrs onwards

30.07.2020 up to
16:00 Hrs

31.07.2020 at 14:30 Hrs
For fuller & further details, kindly visit our website. The tender documents
can be downloaded from the Nigam's website "www.ujvnl.com".
Executive Engineer (Civil-l)
Guptkashi, Rudraprayag

"Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”
NORTHERN RAILWAY

EOI (Expression of Interest)

Last date for downloading of bid document

Last date for submission of Tender

Date of opening of tender:

1. | Name Registration for Panel of Retail Shops/Authorized
of the stockiest located within 5 km of Northern Railway
work Divisional Hospital, Shyama Parsad Mukherjee Marg,
with Delhi for supply of Medicines, Surgical items &
location | Laboratory items & other medical store items.

2. | Approximate

estimate cost Rs. 36,56,200.00 (approximate) per month

3. | Cost of | Rs. 500/- (Rs. Five hundred only) to be deposited in cash
:ender with Divisional Cashier, Cash & Pay office, Old Delhi
orm

Railway station building, Delhi or by way of Bank draft in
favour of Sr. DFM/Northern Railway.

4. | Address of the office website where
the tender form can be purchased

5. | EMD to be Rs. 3,69,400/- (Rs. Three lakh sixty nine
deposited thousand four hundred only)

nr.indianrailways.gov.in

Two (02) years from the date of award of
work.

6. | Completion period
of the work

7. | Date & Time for submission
of EOI & Opening of EOI

8. | Website particulars where
complete details of EOl can
be seen etc.

No. 43-Med/NRDH/LP(Retail)/Advt./2020
Dated : 14.07.2020 1559/20

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
The Sr. Divisional Engineer/C, Northern Railway, DRM Office, Delhi Division, State
Entry Road, New Delhi-110055, for and on behalf of the President of India invites
sealed open electronics tenders for the under noted work:-

17.08.2020 up to 11:00 AM and
opening 11:30 hrs. same day.

nr.indianrailways.gov.in

Date of
opening

Earnest
money to be
deposited

Rs.
2,98,800/-

S. Name of work
No.

Approximate|
Cost of
work

Completion
period

1. |Supplying, stacking and Rs. 14.08.2020
loading of 30000cum,| 2,97,51,300/-
65 mm gauge stone
ballast (Machine
crushed) into Railway
Wagons including all
leads & lift at ballast sub
depot No.2 at SSB
(Cost is exclusive of|
GST)

2. | Supplying, stacking and
loading of 30000cum,
65 mm gauge stone
ballast (Machine
crushed) into Railway
Wagons including all
leads & lift at ballast sub
depot No.4 at SSB
(Cost is exclusive of|
GST)

09 months

Rs.
2,97,51,300/-

Rs.
2,98,800/-

09 months | 14.08.2020

Crias:

sifieds

EXPRESS EDUCATIO

M1 AME

LAW

ENGLISH MED.

10th Oct, 2020

Since: 2001

INSTITUTE

India's Best Law |
Launching

Online Live Classes

JUDICIARY

HINDI MED.

20th July, 2020 X 20th Aug, 2020

18th July, 2020

Salient Features

< Answers of PYQs (Sub + Obj)

< Q& A Approach

< Discussions of Recent Case Laws
@ Mock Test on exam pattern

Please call at :

88-00-66-0301// 88-00-66-2140

Visit our website :
www.ambitionlawinstitute.com

B-10, 1st Floor, Above Maharashtra Bank,
Dr. Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi - 110009

Contact for Advt. Booking: M/s Friends Publicity Service

23276901, 23282028 (M): 9212008155, 9212665841,

o | Tty ren o ram)
ol oA

Note:- The e-tender is to be submit through railway website ‘http:ireps.gov.in’. The
tenders can be submit on website Up to 15.00 hrs. on 14.08.2020 and shall be opened
there after.

No. 128-W/Sr.DEN C/NIT No.4/20-21/WC Dt. 15.07.2020
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Office of the Director,
State Forensic Science Laboratory
Jharkhand, Ranchi

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
Tender No.:-SFSL/STORE/NIT/2020-21/01Date:15/07/2020

1556/2020

e, Pem v st

On the run

after

‘raping minors’
in MP, owner of
daily held in J&K

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, JULY 15

A NEWSPAPER owner who allegedly raped four
minor girls in Bhopal has been arrested from
Srinagar, the police said. AMadhya Pradesh Police

team that travelled to Srinagaris

likely to bring 68-

year-old Pyare Miyan to Bhopal on Thursday.
Bhopal ADG Upendra Jain told The Indian

Express that the MP Police
zeroed inon Miyan late on
Tuesday, and in coordina-
tion with the local police,
took him into custody.

On Sunday, a group of
girls were found in an ine-
briated condition in Bhopal
by a sub-inspector, and
when they could not satis-
factorily answer where
they were headed, he
called Childline. The NGO spoke

Pyare Miyan.

tothematlength

and later took them to a police station where they
filed an FIR naming Miyan—who has been bringing
out the daily, Afkar, from Bhopal for several years—
as the man who exploited themin his flats after of-

fering them food and drink.

Before the case was registered, Miyan reached
the police station and claimed to be the grandfa-
ther of one of the victims. Later he said he was not

the legal custodian and gave the

name and details

of the grandmother of one of the victims.
According to the police, when Miyan realised

the police were digging deeper,

he fled to Indore,

but turned back after learning that the police were
looking for him there too. His vehicle was found
abandoned at Ashta, between Bhopal and Indore.
He said to have taken another vehicle to Rajasthan.
On Tuesday, police located him in Srinagar.
While Miyan managed to escape, police arrested
a 21-year-old woman, who was an alleged associ-
ate. The woman later claimed that she herself was
avictim. Three others were arrested Tuesday.
According to Archana Sahay of Childline, Miyan
would take the minors to his properties on the pre-
text of cleaning them. The grandmother of one of
the victims was an alleged partner-in-

Al
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crime.

lived in other flats in the

Meanwhile, the police searched Miyan's
flat in a posh locality at Bhopal’s Shyamla
Hills and reportedly found child pornogra-
phy, sex toys, antlers and expensive liquor.

By all accounts, Miyan has four wives,

same apartment.

Those familiar with Miyan said he started
as a compositor in a leading Hindi daily.

Inthe last few years, his Urdu daily had
negligible circulation, but Miyan’s clout
had grown immensely. He regularly
brought out an edition on Ijtema, an an-
nual religious gathering in Bhopal.

Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan

had released

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

PD, P.W.D, Bulandshahr

E - Procurement Short Term Tender Notice

Letter No. 2523/1A

The E.E. Provincial Division, U.P.P.W.D., Bulandshahr on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the ercentage rate bids
online from the eligible registered Tanker Owners/ Firms/ Transports from Date 04.08.2020 to 10.08.2020 upto 12.00 Noon.
The Technical bids will be opened online on the same working day that is, on dated 10.08.2020 at 03:00 P.M. in the Office of
Executive Engineer, PD, U.P.P.W.D. Bulandshahr if the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as
specified, the bids will be opened online on the next working day respectively, at the same time and validity of bid will be
considered from the original date. The date and time of opening of the financial bid shall be notified on the website.

Dated. 4/7/2020

some of those
special editions,
said sources
posted in the
CM House pre-
viously.

Apart from
provisions of

Instruction to the Bidders: -
1. Any bidderscan participate for one or more than one
Heads/Sub-heads for Rate contract and Supply of materials.
2. The interested bidders can obtain the tender d¥>cument directly
Jfgon{(gle Office of the Director, State Forensic Science Laboratory
ar]

ed by the Director (“The Purchaser”) invites sealed bids from eligible Bidders for the supply of various

equipment’s for Industrial Training Institutes.

3. National Competitive Bidding will be conducted in accordance with ADB’s Single-stage: Two-envelope bid-
ding procedure and is open to all Bidders from eligible countries as described in the Bidding Document.
4. Only eligible Bidders with the following key qualifications should participate in this bidding:

The Office of the Director, State Forensic Science Laboratory, Jharkhand, Estimated|  Bid Time of Address of | Address of
Ranchi, invites sealed tenders under TWO BID system from the Sellers/ S| Name of Work cost | Security | Completion | Tender Cost | GRS Sl |Superintending ~_Chief POCSO and
Manufacturers/ Distributers/ Suppliers/ firms etc. who are GST registered Ne- Qo | Tody Mo neucing | (nRS) | Engincer naineer """ | | rape and con-
in Jharkhand for Rate contract and Supply of various items for Office of the -
Director, State Forensic Science Laboratory Jharkhand, Ranchi. ! 2 8 4 5 © ’ A ° spiracy under
The following are the different categories (Heads and Sub- Cary of Bitumen from 25500+ | Erecutve gungfn”;e‘f"ggg Encg?fe;, IPC, Miyan has
heads) of required items for the Rate Contract. 1 |Drapa  Store” in| 1000 . 12Month | yaroo R | PWD. | Circle, PW.D., | Meerut Zone, been booked
S.N. Category (Heads & Sub-heads) of items District Bulandshahr. 856.00 Bulandshahr | Bulandshahr |P.W.D., Meerut d SC/ST
1. Stationary Items 1. The Bid Security and Tender Document Fee must be deposited through Internet Banking & RTGS only. under /
2 Cleaning Ttems 2. Terms & Conditions related to bids are available on https://etender.up.nic.in Act because
3' Electricals Items 3. During execution of work Tanker Owners/ Firms/ Transports should ensure the all safety precautions for COVID-19 two Victims be—
4. Surgical Items Assista,?td /E'nginee, UPID No-153349 Date. 13/07/2020 Execuﬁ‘zdénginee,’ long to t,hose
S. Toner Cartridge & Computers accessories P.D. P.W.D BULANDSHAHR www.upgov.nic.in P.D. P.W.D BULANDSHAHR communities.
6. Gas Refilling
7. General Chemicals OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
8. Molecular Biology Grade Chemicals DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION, VOCATIONAL AND INDUSTRIAL TRAINING
[ R gfa(fec flhe“}“?ls HIMACHAL PRADESH, SUNDER NAGAR
). andara cmicals
i Pesticides standards Invitation for Bids No.: 003/2020 Date: 14.07.2020
ii: Narcotic amgs Standards Loan/grant No. am:l Ti'tle: Loap No.: 3573-IND/Himachal Pradesh Skill Development Project.
i, Explosives chemicals Standards Deadline for Submission of Bids: 17.08.2020 upto 12.30 PM.
1 Glasswares Contract Package (NCB) No. and Title: Supply of thelnformation Technology and related equipment’s for
li Essential Lab warcs Industrial Training Institutes to enhance Technical and Vocational Skills among the youth of Himachal Pradesh
under following packages/lots:
13. Plastic Wares
14. Miscellaneous Consumable Items Package No. Title
Important Dates HPSDP-DOTE/02-R1 Information Technology and related equipment’s: Lot-1: Computers
Date of the collection of T¢ D t icati is noti
ate of fhe coec 1ono ender ocumen From the publication of this notice 1. India has receiveda loan from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) towards the cost of “Himachal Pradesh
Last Date of Submission of the Tivo Bid Tender Document| 17.03.2020 Skill Development Project” and it intends to apply part of the proceeds of this financing to the payment under
In tWo separate covers. the Contract Package named above. Bidding is open to Bidders from eligible source countries of ADB.
Date of Opening the tender Document 18.08.2020 2. The “Directorate of Technical Education, Vocational and Industrial Training, Himachal Pradesh”, represent-

Tel
Fax
Email

: 07867-289466,

: mmgsfc@asl.drdo.in

Defence Research & Development Organization (DRDO)
SF Complex, Airport Terminal Building, Jagdalpur-494001
: 07867-289461/62/63/64/65,

and, Near Birsa Munda Central Jail, PO- Hotwar, Ranchi - - -

PANDAY NAGAR COMPLEX, Jharkhand 835217 on any working days or through Mail at Package Lot | Contractual Experience: _ | Average Annual Turnover:
DELHI-110092 sfslstore@gmail.com after the publication of Notice. No. No. Succgssful_ qomplehon as main M|n!mqm average annual turnover
Director, supplier within the last three (3) | as indicated below calculated as
State Forensic Science Laboratory Jharkhand years, of at least One (1) contract | total payments received by the
Hotwar. Ranchi ’ with nature and complexity similar | Bidder for contracts completed or
. . > . to the scope of supply described | under execution over the last three
PR 230721(State Forensic Science Laboratory)20-21*D in Section 6 (Schedule of Supply). | (3) years. The Average Annual
— The contract value of Lot is indi- | Turnover of the Lot is indicated

Annexure- ‘A cated below: below:
Government of India, Ministry of Defence HPSDP-DOTE/02-R1 | Lot-1 | INR 318.00 Lakhs INR 794.00 Lakhs

The General Manager, SF Complex, Jagdalpur- 494001. invites separate sealed bids in the
prescribed format from reputed firms for execution of following work at SF Complex, Jagdalpur.

Notice Inviting Bid (NIB)

Sl. | Bid Reference Name of the Work EMD Bid Submission | Bid Opening

No. No. (Rs.) |End Date & Time | Date & Time
01 SFC/MMG/MTD/D | Double Acting hydraulic Jack 7,600/ 28/07/2020 28/07/2020
*|  -015/2020-21 System ’ 12:30 PM 04:00 PM
02. |SFC/MMG/WRK/D| Workshop Tools, Accessories | 8,000/- 28/07/2020 28/07/2020
-016/2020-21 & Consumables 12:30 PM 04:00 PM

The Bid document is to be downloaded from the DRDO website: WWW.eprocure.
gov.in/epublish/app. The cost of EMD in the form of demand draft drawn in favour of General
Manager, SF Complex, Jagdalpur-494001 payable at Jagdalpur, at the time of submission of

the bid, failing which the bid would not be considered.

The General Manger, SF Complex reserves the right to reject any or all bid without assigning

any reason.

DAVP/10301/11/0030/2021

SF Complex Jagdalpur

Sd/-
General Manager

However, for complete eligibility and qualification requirements, respective bid document should be
referred.

5.  To obtain further information and inspect the bidding documents, Bidders should contact:
Attention: The Director, Directorate of Technical Education, Vocationaland Industrial Training,
Circular Road, Lalit Chowk, Sunder Nagar, District: Mandi, Himachal Pradesh, ZIP Code: 175018;
Country: India. Telephone & Fax: 01907-266120; 266722, E-mail Address: techedu-hp@nic.in

6. To purchase the bidding documents in English language, eligible Bidders should write or visit at the office
of the Purchaser at address stated above and pay a non-refundable fee of INR 10,000 for each bidding
document in the form of Bank Demand Draft.
In case of written request, the document will be sent by post and no liability will be accepted, for loss or
late delivery.
The bidders who wish to receive the bidding document by Post/Courier shall have to pay for each bid-
ding document an additional amount of INR 3,000/- for delivery within India or USD 250 for delivery out-
side India. The method of payment will be through Bank Demand Draft payable at Sundernagar, Himachal
Pradesh, India.
The eligible bidders may otherwise download the bidding document for English language from the web-
site: http://techedu.hp.gov.in/, such bidders shall be required to submit INR 10,000 with their bid for each
bidding document in the form of Bank Demand Draft in the name of the Director Technical Education,
HP, Sundernagar towards cost of bidding document.

7. Deliver your bid
[ to the address above
[ On or before the deadline:17.08.2020 at 12.30 P.M.
) together with a Bid Security as described in the Bidding Document.

5. Bids will be opened on 17.08.2020 at 12.30 P.M. in the presence of Bidders’ representatives who choose
to attend.

6. The Purchaser will not be responsible for any cost or expenses incurred by the bidder in connection with
the preparation or delivery of bids.

Sd/-
Director

1570/HP

New Delhi
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Maratha quota:

SC to hold daily
virtual hearings
from July 27

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesday said it would com-
mence virtual day-to-day hear-
ings onabatch of pleas challeng-
ing Maharashtra’s Maratha
quota from July 27.

The top court, which re-
fused to pass an interim stay on
the law granting reservation to
Marathas in jobs and educa-
tion, said the chances of physi-
cal court seem remote due to
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Abench of Justices L N Rao,
Hemant Gupta and S Ravindra
Bhatt said all parties should sit to-
gether and decide on the modal-
ities of hearing, such as who will
take how much time, and on re-
peating arguments.

Senior advocate Shyam
Divan, appearing for some peti-
tioners, said cases such as these
need to be heard in a physical
court. Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal said there is also an issue
of 10 per cent reservation
for Economically Weaker
Sections which also needs to be
heard, which the bench said it
would consider.

Criteria for invalid
pensions in armed
forces broadened

New Delhi: The government on
Wednesday changed the criteria
for invalid pensions for armed
forces personnel, allowing it for
even under 10 years of qualify-
ing service.

The Defence Ministry said
ina statement that the “Invalid
pension is granted to the
Armed Forces Personnel who is
invalided out of service on ac-
count of disability which is ac-
cepted as Neither Attributable
to Nor Aggravated (NANA) by
Military Service”. But after
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
approved the proposal, the
benefit “will be available to
those Armed Forces Personnel
who were in service on or after
04.01.2019”, it said. ENS

Gangrape victim, mother
mowed down by accused
in tractor, say UP police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JULY 15

A 17-YEAR-OLD gangrape vic-
tim and her mother were killed
after one of her rapists ran over
them with a tractor in Uttar
Pradesh’s Kasganj district on
Tuesday, police said. The ac-
cused, aged 35, was arrested on
Wednesday and a murder case
was registered against him and
his younger brother, they said.

The Kasganj Superintendent
of Police said the murder was
the fallout of a feud between
two families. The teen’s father
was jailed for allegedly killing
the accused’s father in 2016
over a financial quarrel.

Around two months later,
the son of the murdered man
allegedly kidnapped this girl,
who was 13 at the time. She was
rescued by the police a few days
later. In her statement, she
had alleged that three men
raped her.

The police had then regis-
tered a gangrape case and sec-
tions of the POCSO Act were
also invoked. The three accused
were arrested and sent to jail.

“The accused was out on bail
and on Tuesday evening, when
the mother and daughter were
returning from the market, he
allegedly crushed both to death
by running them over with his
tractor...he fled on foot and left
the tractor behind,” said the SP.

Teen raped in Patna hospital toilet

Patna: A guard at Patna Medical
College and Hospital (PMCH)
was arrested on Wednesday on
charges of raping a 15-year-old in
the hospital's toilet, police said.

The incident took place on
July 8 but the matter came to
light on Wednesday, after the vic-
tims's statement under Section
164 of CrPC was recorded.

personnel had found the girl at
Barh railway station, near Patna,
on July 8 and had handed her
over to Childline. She was unwell
and was admitted to PMCH the
same day, the police said.
Women's Police Station SHO
official Aarti Jaiswal said, “Her
medical examination has been
done. We have arrested the

Baramulla BJP
leader abducted,
later rescued,
says J-K police

Srinagar: A BJP youth wing
leader and the vice president of
aMunicipal Committee in North
Kashmir's Baramulla district was
kidnapped by unknown men on
Wednesday morning. In the
evening, police said they had
“rescued” the leader.

Police said Mehraj u Din
Mallah, a ward member in
Sopore’s Watergam, was abducted
by unknown men at Marazigund
Wednesday morning.

Sopore SPJavid Igbal told The
Indian Express Mallah was affili-
ated with BJP. “He had not ap-
plied for security, but had accom-
modation in Srinagar. We don’t
know if they were militants, but
as per our reports, few people
were in a Santro car. A manhunt
was launched,” Igbal said.

A relative of Mallah said
Mallah had been taken by un-
known men in a private car.

By Wednesday evening, IGP
Kashmir Vijay Kumar said the
“person who was abducted in
the morning has been rescued”.
The police is yet to make clear
who abducted Mallah and how
he was rescued. ADILAKHZER

CBSE Class X results out: Uptick in pass
percentage, govt schools improve show

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

THE CBSE announced results for
its Class X board examinations
on Wednesday afternoon, with
91.46 per cent of 18,73,015 can-
didates clearing the exams.
This year’s result reflects an
improvement of 0.36 percentage
points from last year when the
overall pass percentage was
91.10 per cent. For the most part,
students of Class X - barring
those from North-east Delhi -
did not have their exams inter-
rupted as substantially as the
Class XII students. Except for
North-east Delhi students, Class
X students had answered all
their major papers before the

Ataschool in Ludhiana on
Wednesday. Gurmeet Singh

board decided to halt pending
exams from March 19 onwards.

Therefore, the CBSE’s modi-
fied marking scheme formula of
taking averages of best papers has
notbeenapplied inawidespread
manner among Class X students.
This formula had contributed to

high scores in Class XlI results.

For students from North-east
Delhi who missed the exams
due to the riots in the area, the
papers were rescheduled for July
1-15, but were later cancelled in
view of the Covid-19 spread.

The number of students who
have scored above 90 per cent
and 95 per cent this year is less
as compared to last year.

This year, 41,804 students —
or2.23 per cent of the candidates
- scored above 95 per cent,
which is a dip from last year’s
3.25 per cent. Likewise, 1,84,358
-9.84 per cent of the candidates
—scored above 90 per cent, sig-
nificantly less than last year’s
12.78 per cent.

This time too, girls fared bet-
ter than boys —93.31 per cent of

girls who appeared for the ex-
ams passed as compared to
90.14 per cent of boys. 78.95 per
cent of transgender candidates
cleared the exams.

While still far behind private
schools, Kendriya Vidyalayas and
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas,
state government schools have
improved their performances
considerably.

Though they are still behind
the national pass percentage
with 80.91 per cent, this is a sig-
nificantincrease from last year’s
71.91 per cent.

The three regions with the
highest pass percentages were
Trivandrum, Bengaluru and
Chennai with 99.28 per cent,
98.95 per cent and 98.23 per
cent, respectively.

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, NAGPUR

)

“An Institution of National importance by an Act of Parliament”
RTTC, BSNL, Near TV Tower, Besides Balaji Temple, Seminary Hills, Nagpur-440006
Website : www.iiitn.ac.in Email : director@iiitn.ac.in, registrar@iiitn.ac.in Ph. : 0712-2985010

Admission Notice for Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) Programme
IIIT, Nagpur invites applications from eligible Indian Nationals for admission to the
PhD Programme expected to start from 15th Sept. 2020. This Programme shall be
offered in Ci Sci & E ing and Electronics and Communication
Engineering Departments.

The Admission Notice along with all the relevant details is available on the Institute Website
www.iiitn.ac.in. Last Date of Application Submission: 10-08-2020. Corri dum /

MIZORAM JE?:E‘:: UNIVERSITY

No.1-47/Estt.l/15/529 Dated Aizawl, the 14th July, 2020

Applications are invited for filling up of various Teaching
Posts in Mizoram University (Central University). The
details of vacant posts and other terms and conditions
will be uploaded in the website of Mizoram University
www.mzu.edu.in latest by 17th July, 2020. Subsequent

Addendum, if any shall be uploaded on Institute Website only. The decision of the
Director, IlITN shall befinalinall respect. DIRECTOR

Government Railway Police  guard,” Jaiswal said. ENS

- ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE
III INDIAN INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY & MANAGEMENT GWALIOR
(An Institute of National Importance under Ministry of MHRD, GOI)

Advertisement No:2231
ABV-IIITM invites applications for the post of JRF (on temporary
basis) under the SERB-DST, New Delhi sponsored project titled as
"Industrial and Domestic monitoring and control using a decentralized
cyber-physical system”. Details of the advertisement can be found on
the institute website www.iiitm.ac.in Last date to apply is 31-07-2020.

Principal Investigator

Date: 14.07.2020

KALOI NARAYANA AAD
UNIVERSITY OF HEALTH SCIENCES

TELANGANA
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HAFED
THE HARYANA STATE COOPERATIVE SUPPLY

AND MARKETING FEDERATION LIMITED

CORPORATE OFFICE. SECTOR 5, PANCHKULA HARYANA (INDIA)
TEL: 2590520-24, FAX: 2590711 e-mail hafed@hry.nic.in, Website: www.hafed.gov.in

PUBLIC NOTICE

EMPANELMENT OF PRIVATE ATTA CHAKKI MILLS/FLOUR MILLS, ON VOLUNTAR) BASIS, FOR PRODUCTION
OF FORTIFIED WHOLE WHEAT CHAKKI ATTA FOR SUPPLY UNDER PDS, ICDS AND MDM SCHEMES IN THE
HARYANA STATE FOR THE PERIOD UPTO 31.03.2021.

The Haryana State Cooperative Supply and Marketing Federation limited (HAFED) invites applications from reputed Private Atta
Chakki Mills/Flour Mills with Chakki situated in the State of Haryana, on voluntary basis, for empanelment for processing of wheat
to get Fortified Whole Wheat Chakki Atta (Fortified Atta) with multiple micronutrients as per FSSAI norms for sale/distribution
under PDS, ICDS and MDM Schemes in the Haryana State for the period up to 31.03.2021 subject to fulfillment of the terms and
conditions and agreeing to the price/rates given as under:

addendum/corrigendum in connection with the
advertisement shall be posted in the University website
only.

Sd/- Registrar

Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of India Ltd. [

A Government of India (Ministry of Railways) Enterprise

PUBLIC NOTICE

DFCCIL (A Government of India, Ministry of Railways Enterprise) is
constructing special Railway Project “Eastern Dedicated Freight
Corridor” from Sahnewal in Punjab State to Pilkhani in UP.
Compensation for the land acquired for the project in the State of Punjab,
Haryana and UP has been paid to the concerned land owners. Even
though any person/persons has/have any complaint in this regard, to
address the complaints of land owners, whose land has been acquired in

NOTE: The above mentioned rates are inclusive of all applicable and relevant expenses like unloading of wheat at Mill, cleaning
& grinding of wheat, cost of premix, fortification using vitamins and minerals as per technical specification, packing material, pack-
ing charges, storage at mill, loading of Fortified Atta at mill inclusive of all Govt. duties and taxes as applicable, public liability
insurance and all other mmdemal expenses.

The document containing eligibility criteria and detailed terms & conditions is available at Hafed's website www.hafed.gov.in. The
application can be submitted after deposit of Rs. 2000 (non-refundable) as application/professing fee and Rs. 2.00 Lakh as Earnest
Money Deposit (EMD). The applications complete in all respects along with the proof of deposit of requisite payment can be sub-
mitted through email on hafedflourmills@gmail.com upto 02.00 P.M. on 24.07.2020 along with hard copy of the application to be
submitted upto 05.00 P.M. on 24.07.2020. After examination of the applications, the Mills of the technically qualified applicants will
be physically inspected by a Committee to verify the milling capacity, infrastructure and other equipments required as per the terms
and conditions. Only those Mills will be considered for empanelment, which meet the infrastructural and other requirements as per
the terms and conditions. Hafed reserves the right to accept/reject any/all the applications without assigning any reason.
Managing Director,

Hafed, Panchkula.

81782/HRY

Sr. |Size of different packing as per | Rate for the complete operations as per | Rate for the complete operations as per District Saharanpur (U.P), the following District Level Grievance
No. | requirement of different variantsl com- | the complete scope of work and terms | the complete scope of work and terms Red Ic ittee h ) b, tituted-

binations  for  PDS/ICDS/MDM | and conditions and conditions edressal Lommitiee has been constitutea:

Schemes (in Rs. per quintal of wheat inclusive GST/ | (in Rs. per quintal of wheat inclusive of i _ ;

taxes for Wheat supplied in Jute bag) GST/taxes for Wheat supplied in HDPE bag) 1. ADM (Fmance & Revenue)’ Saharanpur Chairman

1. |50 kg. bags 196 210 2. Chief General Manager, DFCCIL. - Convener
2. |10and 25 kg. bags 215 233 Ambala Cantt
3. |2, 4,6, 8and 10 kg. bags 270 275 3. Chairman, Jila Panchayat, Saharanpur - Member
4. |5:10,15,20 and 25 kg. bags 215 233 4. Special Land Acquisition Officer, Saharanpur - Administrator (R&R)

5. Dy. Chief Project Manager/Engg., - Member
DFCCIL, Ambala Cantt.

6. Dy. Project Manager/Engg., - Member
DFCCIL., Ambala Cantt

7. Smt. Rekha Kumar, (R/o 1-Roopali Vihar -N.G.O

Opposite Riti Ashram Vidhyalaya)
Saharanpur

Project Affected Person/Persons may submit their grievances, if any, to the
said committee or can register it on Telephone No. - 0171-2612412 provided
in the Grievance Cell at Chief General Manager, DFCCIL, Old Railway
Colony, Near Anand Market, Ambala Cantt for the necessary redressal.
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WORDLY WISE
TEMPLE GOING IS FOR THE PURIFICATION
OF THE SOUL.

— MAHATMA GANDHI

ThelndianEXPRESS — (nce, I was in the Congress

«» FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

BETTER LAID PLANS

Government should prepare a comprehensive policy on
privatisation, and a medium-term roadmap

HE SLOWDOWN IN economic activities has taken an increasing toll on
government finances. While the pace of contraction in revenue collection
appears to be slowing down — the central government’s gross tax collec-
tions were down 37 per cent in May, after contracting by 44 per cent in
April — the Centre will face a huge shortfall in both direct and indirect tax
collections this year. With non-tax revenue also likely to be under pressure this year —rev-
enue accruing from both dividends and telecom fee is unlikely to meet budget expecta-
tions — indications that the government is exploring other options of raising resources,
including the sale of its stakes in various public sector companies, are welcome.

This year the government had originally budgeted for an ambitious disinvestment
target of Rs 2.1 lakh crore, with the sale of stake in companies such as Air India and LICon
the agenda. However, without proper preparation and planning, achieving this target in
the current economic environment will be difficult. In the previous financial year as well,
asopposed to an original target of Rs 1.05 lakh crore, later revised downwards to Rs 65,000
crore, disinvestment proceeds ended up at only Rs 50,304 crore. In fact, proceeds from dis-
investment have remained almost stagnant at 0.3 per cent of GDP over the past five years.
Achieving the ambitious target this year, and generating more revenue consistently,
through this avenue, requires acomprehensive privatisation programme along the lines
of what was announced by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in May. According to the
broad contours of the policy presented then, a list of strategic sectors would be notified,
which require the presence of public sector enterprises. The private sector would be al-
lowed in these areas, but at least one enterprise would remain with the public sector. In
all other sectors, public sector firms would be privatised. This was a bold announcement.
In addition to the efficiency gains that are likely to materialise from privatisation, doing
so at this juncture will help the government raise the much needed resources. The re-
sources raised through this avenue could be ring fenced and used to ramp up spending
ininfrastructure, especially in the health sector, to aid the economic recovery.

The delay in announcing the details of such a policy is perplexing. The costs of contin-
uing with loss-making public sector entities, especially those in highly competitive sec-
tors such as aviation and telecom, where no public purpose is served, are too high for the
exchequer to bear. The government'’s privatisation programme requires a more consid-
ered, thought out process, and better laid plans. The approach of viewing it solely as a
means of plugging the revenue gap, especially towards the end of the financial year, needs
to be discarded. The government would benefit from drawing up a medium-term road
map, listing out the potential candidates, and indicating the period of disinvestment to
provide more clarity to investors.

ACT QUICKLY

The Chabahar project is important for India's regional goals,
and for its relations with Iran

RAN'S DECISION TO drop India from a plan to build a rail link from the strategic
Chabahar port to Zahedan on the Afghan border is a wake-up call for Delhi. The
development of the port, and the link overland through Iran to the Afghan border,
was supposed to be India's answer to Pakistan's denial of the trading route through
Wagah to Khyber pass into Afghanistan and beyond, to Central Asia. Delhi rightly
made the decision to bypass Pakistan altogether but appears to have lost the staying power
tosee the plan through. India played its part in developing the port, which is functional now.
From Kandla in Gujarat, wheat and other foodgrain is being sent to Afghanistan via Chabahar.
Also, itwas India's Border Roads Organisation that helped build the 218 km Route 606 in Afg-
hanistan, known otherwise as the Delaram-Zaranj highway, that cut road travel time be-
tween Afghanistan and Iran. But India dragged its feet on building the rail link from Chabahar
to Zahedan. First, the delays were over contract disagreements, then the fear of US sanc-
tions, and later, after the US provided a “carve-out” to India on the port and the rail link, the
difficulty under the sanctions regime in finding international suppliers for material.

Chabahar will not be the first time delays in the completion of ambitious infrastructure
projects undertaken by India in the region have inflicted setbacks on India’s strategic goals.
From Nepal to Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Iran, Delhi has made commitments on building
power projects, highways, railways, and other infrastructure. Each proceeds slowly or not
at all. The Pancheshwar Dam project in Nepal, for instance, has been hanging fire since
1991. Prime Minister Narendra Modi promised to speed it up when he visited Kathmandu
in August 2014, but little progress was made. Instead, India s firefighting to salvage along-
standing relationship with Nepal over claims of territory. A still to be completed trilateral
highway between India, Myanmar and Thailand has been overshadowed by a Chinese-built
highway that has boosted China-Myanmar border trade. India's better record in Sri Lanka
is not without missed opportunities that were once again snapped up by China. Delhi has
no choice but to find a more efficient way of getting around these difficulties.

Delhi has indicated that it continues to be part of the the rail link project in Iran. If so,
now is the time to get on with it, even if Iran's much touted 25-year strategic partnership
agreement with Beijing is not as imminent as Tehran makes it seem. The Chabahar proj-
ect is important for India's regional goals, and for its relations with Iran. That is reason
enough to act quickly.

ALL THAT GLITTERS

Ownership issue settled, Sree Padmanabhaswamy temple
could do with a museum to showcase its treasures and history

HE LEGAL BATTLE over who owns the Thiruvananthapuram Sree
Padmanabhaswamy temple, one of the richest shrines in the world, con-
cluded on Monday. The Supreme Court overturned a 2011 Kerala High
Court order that had ruled against the Travancore royal family’s claims
over the shrine and directed the state government to take over its assets
and management. The SC order accepted the rights of the royal family and has asked for
administrative and advisory committees, with representatives of the Centre, state gov-
ernment, the royal family, to be constituted to manage the temple and its assets.

The Supreme Court, however, did not speak on what has to be done with the temple’s
treasures — gold coins and ornaments, precious stones and crowns — stored in under-
ground vaults away from public view and valued at over Rs 1 lakh crore. The SC merely
asked for the preservation of “all treasures and properties endowed to Sree
Padmanabhaswamy and those belonging to the temple”, whereas the HC had wanted
the treasures to be “exhibited in a museum”. The central government offered to set up a
high-security underground museum, but the proposal did not take off because the royal
family said the treasures belonged to the deity and were not for exhibition.

The SC appointed temple committee ought to revive the HC's suggestion to set up a
museum. Unlike most other temples of similar antiquity, the eighth-century Sree
Padmanabhaswamy temple is intrinsically linked to the region’s political, economic and
social history. Amuseum that celebrates the temple’s unique legacy would not be a com-
mercial enterprise, but a space of knowledge and a centre of learning.

N

Ambitionisn’t abad word and introspection won’t do.

Party must listen to voices outside Delhi

PRADYOT MANIKYA BIKRAM DEBBARMA

ITHAS BEEN over a year since the president
of the Congress party resigned after the elec-
toral debacle, saying he felt let down by
those who did not stand by him. It is well
known that Rahul Gandhi also wrote an
open letter where he stated that senior lead-
ers, and possibly Congress chief ministers,
were more interested in getting their chil-
dren nominations for the Lok Sabha and this
was one of the reasons why he felt the
Congress managed to get just 1 out of 54
seats in Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh,
with Kamal Nath'’s son being the sole winner
from these two states.

Today, seniors in the same party are ac-
cusing certain “Young Turks” of being “am
bitious”. I shudder to think what a party
would be if there was no ambition within
its leaders to fight it out. It is this lack of
hunger that has reduced the Congress to its
present position. The party has one of the
oldest decision-making bodies, barring per-
haps the communists, the Congress
Working Committee, but a culture of nom-
ination has ruined this apex body of the or-
ganisation. Most of these leaders are largely
Delhi-based with little or no relevance in
their own regions and yet they continue to
enjoy the power to decide the future course
of action within the party. The only thing the
CWC has ensured is status quo so that they
remain relevant to the power mongers
within the set-up.

Itisindeed sad that when a senior leader
like Mani Shankar Aiyar speaks of democ-
racy within the party (‘See you later, alliga-
tor’, IE, July 15), he needs to be reminded that
the same party suspended him before the
Gujarat election without a show cause no-
tice and a chance for him toreply. The leader
speaks of ideology, but forgets we are in
power in Maharashtra with a party that
proudly claimed to be the first to bring down
the Babri Masjid. It is sheer hypocrisy when
justbefore elections we rope in leaders who
are criminal and corrupt because they can fi-

I'was the Congress president
in Tripura and, perhaps
because the Northeast is less
written about, let me remind
everyone that the highest
vote jump in the entire
country for the Congress
was in our state during the
Lok Sabha election. But
everything changed after
Rahul Gandhi resigned
abruptly, the same general
secretaries who were
amenable to new ideas
suddenly felt otherwise. My
state of Tripura has the
distinction of having seen
the AICC General Secretary
visit for about eight hours
combined in the last six
years and yet we have always
been told to take all
decisions after getting it
vetted by them. Are leaders
like CP Joshi and Luizinho
Faleiro even interested in the
Northeast because if they
were we would not have lost
state after state and created a
Congress Mukt Northeast.

nance the party.

I agree that electability is necessary. But
atwhat cost? Itis understood that many de-
cisions are difficult but then in this day and
age we cannot hold the moral high ground
when everything is in the public domain.
The debate has never been about old versus
new but about relevance — didn’t Indira
Gandhi break her father’s party to form the
Congress (Indira)? Didn’t Mani Shankar
Aiyar, like so many, also part ways with the
Congress during the '90s and at one time
joined hands with Mamata Banerjee?
Memories may fade but when someone
starts preaching to others they should also
reflect on their own actions.

[ was the Congress president in Tripura
and, perhaps because the Northeast is less
written about, let me remind everyone that
the highest vote jump in the entire country
for the Congress was in our state during the
Lok Sabha election. But everything changed
after Rahul Gandhi resigned abruptly, the
same general secretaries who were
amenable to new ideas suddenly felt other-
wise. My state of Tripura has the distinction
of having seen the AICC General Secretary
visit for about eight hours combined in the
last six years and yet we have always been
told to take all decisions after getting it vet-
ted by them. Are leaders like CP Joshi and
Luizinho Faleiro even interested in the
Northeast because if they were we would not
have lost state after state and created a
Congress Mukt Northeast.

My opposition to the CAA was the turn-
ing point when the general secretary stated
that we had to consider the vote bank in the
region. Imagine the betrayal to the people of
my state and region when we take one line
in Assam and Meghalaya and another in
Tripura. I resigned but never moved to the
BJP, because, fundamentally, I believe that
national parties have stopped bothering
about our region, and especially its indige-
nous population. The resignation was not

because there were greener pastures but
because I felt that if I did not stand the
ground for our people then I would never
be forgiven for this betrayal of trust. I took
the right decision and today I can say that
we will be the principal opposition to the
BJP in our state.

This country needs an Opposition which
has the hunger and stamina to fight it out
with one of the most aggressive political par-
ties to rule this nation. My simple question
is: Canitbe done by those who are sitting at
the helm of affairs? There have been state-
ments that we should fight it out within the
organisation and not quit, but my fundamen-
tal point is that a ship without a permanent
captain is directionless and therein lies the
problem. Where is the redressal mechanism
within the organisation?

There are many who would like to see the
Congress succeed but for this we need a full
time president and a complete overhaul.
Sadly, for those who question the young
leaders leaving the party, an overhaul stops
at introspection (a term we have all grown
tired of). People will come and go, whether it
is Jyotiraditya Scindia, Sachin Pilot, Ajay
Kumar, Pradyot, Himanta Biswa Sarma or
JaganReddy. Butitisimportant to learn from
every voice of dissent.

A debate within the party should not be
seen as a duel and it should be across the
board. Many leave the party not for lure of
power and money but because they feel that
they are humiliated, as it was in my case.

If the Congress has to reclaim its glory
days it must decentralise and hear voices
from across the country. The party which
used to hold sway across the country has to
be less Delhi centric. Finally, the party must
askits senior leaders why the past seems far
prettier than the future. We could ask Mani
Shankar Aiyar to introspect.

The writer is chairman, The Indigenous
Progressive Regional Alliance

A FORCE FOR TH

FUTURE

A National Curriculum Framework for police education and training is needed

NAVNEET SHARMA

THE CUSTODIAL DEATHS in Thoothukudi
and the killing of eight policemen in an am-
bushin Uttar Pradesh has brought the coun-
try’s police force under scrutiny. The story of
Vikas Dubey and his “encounter” killing al-
most sounds like a Bollywood film plot. The
police’s narrative — the car overturning,
Dubey snatching the service pistol and at-
tempting to run — does not seem convinc-
ing. When the Hindi novelist, Ved Prakash
Sharma wrote Vardi Wala Gunda (A Goon in
Uniform), he probably did not anticipate real
life events imitating fiction. The novel sold
more than 80 million copies, bringing respect
to the world of pulp fiction. The epithet used
by the novelist to describe the police rings
true in light of the custodial deaths in
Thoothukudi and the Vikas Dubey en-
counter.

The killing of George Floyd in
Minneapolis led to a series of protests against
police atrocities in the US, culminating into
the Black Lives Matter campaign. The
Minneapolis council, in fact, has drafted a
plan to abolish the police and replace it with
adepartment of community safety and vio-
lence prevention. No such outrage has been
felt in India. Some people justify police vio-
lence in Kashmir and the Northeast as the
only solution to the insurgency. People, in
fact, rarely object when they see policemen
slapping people or asking them to do sit-ups.

The maintenance of law and order is pri-
marily the responsibility of the states — Delhi
being an exception. However, police depart-
ments are headed by an IPS officer provid-

By and large, officials at the
lower rungs only receive
basic training for field
challenges — human rights
issues are not an essential
part of their training. This is
probably why a remark in
dissent by Jeyaraj in
Thoothukudi led to the
gruesome police violence
against him.

ing the system an anchor at the Central level.
These officers are trained at the Lal Bahadur
Shastri ~ National = Academy  for
Administration, Mussorie and Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Academy
(NPA)at Hyderabad. Lower-level officials and
constables are trained at different state police
academies. There are also two police univer-
sities in the country and the home ministry
has recently approved the creation of a na-
tional police university. However, at the
lower rungs, much of the force uses strong
arm tactics that date back to the colonial era.

One needs to be a graduate to become an
IPS officer. But for recruitment at the lower
levels of the force, only the physical agility of
the candidate is tested. An IPS officer is trained
for about two years, an inspector-level offi-
cer receives an year's training and a consta-
ble is trained for nine months. The quality of
training varies according to state. But, by and
large, officials at the lower rungs only receive
basic training for field challenges — human
rights issues are not an essential part of their
training. This is probably why a remark in dis-
sent by Jeyaraj in Thoothukudi led to the grue-
some police violence against him.

While “depolicing society” is often dis-
cussed in the media and the issue often
comes up in political rhetoric, conversations
onits nature and scope lack academic rigour.
But such conversations are needed because
as the satirist Hari Shankar Parsai showed in
Inspector Matadin Chand Par, policing de-hu-
manises society — including the police force
itself. The Bureau for Police Research and

Development was established in 1970 for the
“modernisation” of police. The institution has
rarely engaged with human rights issues.

Only a few states have in-service training
for lower level officers and the constabulary.
Police officials work 10 to 16 hours, seven
days aweek, which takes a toll on the health
of several officers. The “Status of Policing in
India Report 2019” points out that 70 police
stations across 20 states do not have wire-
less facilities and 214 police stations do not
have a telephone. More than 40 per cent of
police stations in the country cannot avail
the help of forensic technology. All this is
bound to affect the functioning of the police
and reflect in the ways they engage with the
public.

It is high time that we address the infra-
structural and organisational issues and con-
cerns related to the police. Moreover, there
is a need to evolve a National Curriculum
Framework (NCF) for police education and
training, like that for teachers, and medical
and engineering services. The curriculum
must be informed by discussions at differ-
ent levels — universities, NPA and the soci-
ety itself. A progressive and democratic so-
ciety and an aspiring economic superpower
cannot be policed by a regressive system. An
NCF can help the police act according to its
motto, “With you, For you, Always”.

The writer is faculty, Department of
Education, Central University of Himachal
Pradesh, Dharamsala. Views expressed
are personal
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INDO-PAK TALKS

TALKS BETWEEN INDIA and Pakistan began
with the Prime Minister suggesting to the
visiting Pakistan Foreign Minister Agha
Shahid that Pakistan should think of setting
the Kashmir issue with India peacefully and
bilaterally as had been provided in the Simla
Agreement. Indira Gandhi’s suggestion
clearly implied that the Indian government
wants Pakistan to give up raising the
Kashmir issue in various world forums and
instead discuss it with India. It's not clear
what exactly Agha Shahi told PM Indira
Gandhi on the Kashmir issue. But later in his
banquet speech, the Pakistan foreign said:
“We are fully committed to the Simla

Agreement in all its provisions and are con-
fident that the process would be carried to
itslogical conclusion with ajust and amica-
ble settlement on Jammu and Kashmir.”

Two M1z0 LEADERS

IN AN EFFORT to accommodate the Mizo
National Front Leader, Laldenga, without top-
pling the elected People’s Conference
Government of Brigadier Sailo in Mizoram,
the Union government is trying to persuade
the two to bury the hatchet. Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi and Home Minister Zail Singh
are reported to have told the Mizoram gov-
ernment that it can work together with
Laldenga. This suggestion is said to have been

New Delhi

made when the Mizoram Finance Minister,
Lalhmingthanga called on them. They as-
sured the minister that the Centre has no
plans to dismiss the elected government of
Mizoram.

SUGAR PRICES CRASH
SUGAR AND KHANDSARI prices crashed
following the reduction in the limits of
holding stocks of these items. In most mar-
kets, sugar prices tumbled by 20 per cent to
40 per cent and that of khandsari by Rs 15 to
Rs 50 a quintal. The steepest fall in sugar
prices was in Delhi where it lost Rs 42 while
that of khandsari came down by Rs 50 a
quintal in Bombay.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“UK's decision is obviously the result of heavy pressure from Washington.
However, using Huawei or not is ultimately a matter of technology and

economy.”

— GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

Let’s not fail the young

As they step into an uncertain future, Centre needs to stand with youth, not against them. UGC needs to
revisit its guidelines on final-year examinations immediately

MANISH SISODIA

ONE OF THE core duties of governments
during natural disasters like the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic is to soften the blow
of the crisis. The hardships people have un-
dergone as a result of the pandemic are un-
precedented. Governments have taken im-
portant measures, ranging from issuing a
moratorium on EMI payments and delaying
the deadline for filing tax returns, to provid-
ing free ration and financial assistance to the
underprivileged sections of society. A class of
citizens who have also borne a dispropor-
tionate burden of this crisis is students in
colleges and universities. But they do not ap-
pear to have the ear of the Central govern-
ment.

With university and college classes be-
ing almost completely washed out, students
have had a raw deal this year. The Union
Ministry of Human Resource Development
and the University Grants Commission
(UGC) are bent on worsening their plight.
The worst-hit are final-year students — who
would ordinarily graduate in June, but this
year, they find themselves at the mercy of
the UGC. In its latest guidelines, the central
body for maintaining higher educational
standards in the country has mandated the
conducting of final year examinations, even
as it recommended the cancellation of in-
termediate semester examinations. To cir-
cumvent the impossibility of conducting a
physical exam during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the UGC first recommended online
exams. When students pointed out the stark
digital divide in the country, the UGC has be-
gun advocating offline or “blended” online
plus offline exams.

The UGC's decision to enforce exams for
final-year students, while cancelling other
semester exams, betrays its poor under-
standing of the Choice Based Credit System
(CBCS) adopted by India’s universities.
Under the CBCS, the academic years are split
into semesters that carry more or less equal
weightage towards awarding degrees to
graduates. Every semester is equal and in-
dependent of other semesters. But the UGC's
guidelines reveal that it does not understand
this simple truth. The Centre believes that
final semester exams are “exit” exams and,
therefore, more important. Nothing could
be further from the truth. The basis for can-
celling intermediate semester exams applies
just as much to final semester exams.

Technical arguments against exams
aside, the fundamental reason we should
not hold exams is straightforward.
Universities provide education to students,
and based on this education, students are
assessed through exams. When the coron-
avirus disrupted the teaching-learning
process, it negated the very basis of exams.
What will we test our students on? Do we
expect them to have deep insights into their
final-semester syllabus by birth? The coro-
navirus pandemic is a once-in-a-century
event and if we do not rise to the occasion
and respond to it appropriately, we will be

failing our citizens. Extraordinary circum-
stances call for extraordinary measures.

It is not that examinations are the only
way to assess students. The reliance on writ-
ten, subjective-type exams has already stag-
nated our university courses and the way
they are taught at colleges. The world’s finest
educational institutions have cancelled ex-
ams during the pandemic and chosen to
conduct internal assessments. The Indian
Institutes of Technology (IITs) and the
National Law Universities (NLUs) are India’s
premier centres of education. They have all
completed their evaluation of final-year stu-
dents through internal assessments and
granted them degrees. The Delhi govern-
ment’s Ambedkar University has always fol-
lowed a system of continuous evaluation,
which does not place an undue premium on
end-semester examinations.

In this vein, the Delhi government has
also directed state universities to scrap ex-
ams for final-year students, and devise al-
ternate mechanisms to assess students. But
the fate of lakhs of students across the coun-
try studying in central universities like Delhi
University, or in state universities that have
not yet cancelled exams, hangs in the
balance.

The UGC guidelines require universities
to complete all final-semester exams by the

The Delhi government’s
Ambedkar University has
always followed a system of
continuous evaluation,
which does not place an
undue premium on end-
semester examinations. In
this vein, the Delhi
government has also
directed state universities to
scrap exams for final-year
students, and devise
alternate mechanisms to
assess students. But the fate
of lakhs of students across
the country studying in
central universities like Delhi
University, or in state
universities that have not yet
cancelled exams, hangs in the
balance.

CR Sasikumar

end of September. This timeline is cruel ata
time when a poor economic outlook, lack of
jobs in the market and a global health crisis
are already troubling the youth. They were
looking forward to receiving their degrees
and moving on from their student lives to
looking for jobs so they could begin to sup-
port themselves and their households. But
now, they will likely finish their exams in
September (four months too late), receive
degrees by November and their lives will
have been set back by several months.

It is a tragedy of our times that during a
historic global crisis, the Centre is taking uni-
lateral decisions on student matters with-
out any concern for their mental and emo-
tional well-being. Students are feeling
disenfranchised by the utter disconnect be-
tween their problems and decision-makers
in the Central government. In these difficult
times, as they step into an uncertain future,
the Centre needs to stand with our youth,
not against them. The UGC needs to revisit
its guidelines immediately and take a hu-
mane and rational approach in this matter.
If we force students to carry out this farce,
we will have miserably failed our younger
generation.

The writer is deputy chief minister of Delhi
and also holds the education portfolio

Theatres of conflict

Counter-terror alignment of China, Pakistan poses a threat to India’s interests

ANJU GUPTA

AMIDST MANOEUVRINGS of disengage-
ment along the India-China border and the
mechanics of a “two front” war becoming
visible, it is vital to assess the China-Pak
strategic partnership that has a bearing on
national security beyond military matters.
Despite being a key ally in the “War on
Terror”, Pakistan has aligned itself closely
with Chinese interests, which are at odds
with US/Western interests in the region and
beyond. This poses serious threats to regional
and global security.

China’s assessment of the threat from Af-
Pak has not changed for decades. The joint
communiqué issued at the end of July 7
China-Afghanistan-Pakistan Trilateral
Strategic Dialogue states that, “The three
sides agreed to continue to strengthen
counter-terrorism and security cooperation,
combat the East Turkistan Islamic
Movement (ETIM), and all other terrorist
forces and networks posing threats to our
common security”. China considers any
build-up of Uzbek, Tajik and Uighur terror-
ist/extremist entities in Central Asia and Af-
Pak as a direct threat. The threat of ISIS net-
works to China emanates from these foreign
terrorist fighters and their cells across Central
Asia, Af-Pak, South East Asia and Europe.

China blames ETIM for the attacks in
Xinjiang between 1990 and 2016. Hardly any
domestic attacks have been reported since
2016. Historically, ETIM has been, and con-
tinues to be, a part of the al Qaeda (AQ) net-

work, especially in Af-Pak, Central Asia and
greater Sham (Greater Syria). Most terror
groups in Af-Pak are part of AQ’s ideological-
logistical network, including the Taliban,
state-backed Pakistani groups such as AQIS,
LeT, JeM, Uzbek-Tajik dominated IMU/IJU
and ETIM. In this region, the AQ core has op-
erated through local groups, selectively us-
ingits own cadres. Itis part of a well-thought-
out strategy of AQ for global jihad.

AQ’s top leaders and ideologues like
Osama bin Laden, Ayman al Zawahiri and
Yahya al-Libi have figured prominently in
ETIM propaganda. In the past, Pakistani com-
manders like Asmatullah Muawiya have
openly advocated for East Turkistan.
However, leaders like Muawiya have all
come “over-ground” following deals with ISL.

China has used its clout to get
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Central Asian na-
tions to crack down on suspected
ETIM/Uighur networks. However, China
needs a “reliable” partner for a continuous
crackdown, directly or through proxies.
Pakistan plays both the roles. Unsurprisingly,
Taliban leaders have been visiting China
since 2015. Whether or not the peace process
yields peace in Afghanistan, the Taliban-AQ
network would continue to pose a challenge,
as the combine can prop up ETIM and Central
Asian groups “at will”.

In greater Sham, there is not much evi-
dence of any sizeable ETIM/Uighur cadres
having shifted allegiance to ISIS. Thousands

of ETIM cadres continue to train and fight
within the AQ network in Syria — earlier as Al
Nusra Front (ANF), now morphed into Hayat
Tahrir al-sham (HTS) and Hurras al-Din
(HaD). The AQ network in Syria is pitted
against the regime backed by Russia and Iran.
In the region, Turkey is the principal actor
with a good degree of control and reach
within the AQ network. Post-Caliphate, the
AQ network has expanded its reach and
strength. Of late, HTS ideologues have been
praising the Taliban and Taliban social me-
dia has been showcasing the activities of the
Amir of HTS, Mohammad al-Joulani.

In the past, China has accused Turkey of
supporting Uighur groups, including exiles
and political entities allegedly linked to ETIM.
Turkey was also accused of issuing fake pass-
ports to Uighur suspects for activities in
South-East Asia and East Asia. However, in
recent times, the two sides have piped down.

Pakistan has already used its close con-
nection with Turkey to gain a foothold for its
proxies in the Syria-Turkey theatre on the
pretext of humanitarian work. Pakistan’s di-
rect reach and proxy networks are also use-
ful for chasing ETIM/Uighur networks.

Thus, for China, the close support of
Pakistan is necessary, not only in Af-Pak and
Central Asia but also in greater Sham. The
groups that challenge Pakistan, namely the
TTP networks and a few Punjabi Taliban and
Baloch groups are, by default, also a threat to
CPEC, which China showcases as a “pilot for

the BRI”. Such groups also pose a threat to
the Gwadar port, which s critical for China’s
global economic and military domination.
Pakistan has thus gained China’s full support
across regional and international fora.

While the US designated ETIM as a ter-
rorist outfit in 2002, the US Country Report
released in June mentions that “China’s CT
efforts continue to focus primarily on ‘ex-
tremists’ whom Beijing ascribes to the so-
called East Turkistan Islamic Movement, de-
spite a lack of independent evidence that a
group by that name is still active”. The report
also said the “Chinese government has de-
tained more than one million Uighurs, ethnic
Kazakhs, and other members of Muslim mi-
nority groups in internment camps in the
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, using
counterterrorism as a pretext”.

A new Cold War is building up in every
theatre of conflict, riding on real or exagger-
ated threats of terrorism and extremism.
Hostilities between the US and Iran and the
China-Iran deal will strengthen it. The du-
plicitous role of Pakistan is going to cause fur-
ther instability and violence in the region.
Proxy groups may tear the Afghan Peace
Process apart. The rise of China, coupled with
its near-natural counter-terrorism alignment
with Pakistan, has enhanced threats to Indian
interests in the region and beyond.

The writer is an IPS officer.
Views are personal

Neighbourhood
challenge

As Chinese influence,

ambition expand in the

region, Delhi must add PM'’s principle of
‘together we grow’ to ‘neighbourhood first’

RAM MADHAV

to the righteous constraints of an open,
democratic society or the rule of law”,
protested the FBI Director Christopher
Wray at a Hudson Institute event recently.

The Chinese will continue the malicious
use of soft power. Confucius institutes are a
conspicuous presence in India’s neighbour-
hood and Mandarin has found its way into
school curricula. But the limitations of soft
power are bringing back the assertions of

KAUTILYA'S THEORY of Rajamandala — the
“circles of kings” — may not be fully rele-
vant in the present-day context. But it
should always be kept in mind while deal-
ing with neighbouring states. The Mandala
theory suggests that there will be 12 con-
centric circles of neighbouring states and
describes each of them as a friend or a foe.
There is a possibility of the immediate
neighbours being inimical, while the
neighbour of the neighbour, in the second
circle, could be a friend.

The Mandala theory is about probabil-
ity, not certainty. Countries that rub shoul-
ders with each other should make an extra
effort to ensure goodwill and friendship.
Between Kautilya’s period and now, coun-
tries have developed the art of diplomacy
sufficiently to redefine neighbourly rela-
tions. Yet, challenges remain, occasionally
reminding us that “your neighbour could
become your potential adversary”.

India, over centuries, has successfully
defied this doctrine by using the soft power
ofitsreligion and culture. In one of the ear-
liest attempts, it used Buddhism to cast a
“Sanskritik mandala” or “cultural circle”
around its geography. The Buddhist circle of
influence began during the reign of
Emperor Ashoka and included Ceylon,
Burma, Nepal, Tibet, Central Asia, China,
Japan and Indochina which accepted the
Buddha’s Middle Path.

Renowned French Indologist and
Sanskritist Sylvain Levi described this phe-
nomenon beautifully: “India gave her
mythology to her neighbours who went to
teach it to the whole world. Mother of law
and philosophy, she gave to three-quarters
of Asia a god, a religion, a doctrine, an art.
She carried her sacred language, her liter-
ature, her institutions into Indonesia, to the
limits of the known world...”

It was much later, in the 1980s, that
Joseph Nye, the American political scien-
tist coined the phrase “soft power”, denot-
ing the ability of nations to influence oth-
ers without using force. Nye’s concept is
dying a slow death. Countries are becom-
ing suspicious of each other’s cultural, ac-
ademic and even religious engagements.
This suspicionis largely the result of coun-
tries like China using the “power” aspect of
soft power as a tool to spread their domi-
nance. China’s “thousand talents” pro-
gramme, launched in 2008, to spot and at-
tract talent from the world over, and Xi
Jinping's campaign codenamed “fox hunt”,
tolocate and neutralise anti-CPC elements
in the Chinese diaspora, have led to height-
ened suspicion about its soft power initia-
tives. These include the Confucius institutes
and collaborative university programmes.

In the US, the Donald Trump adminis-
tration is going after them. “The Chinese
government is engaged in a broad, diverse
campaign of theft and malign influence,
and it can execute that campaign with au-
thoritarian efficiency. They’re calculating.
They're persistent. And they aren’t subject

hard power. As the cultural circles are weak-
ening, Rajamandalas are returning with a
difference. Neighbours and neighbours’
neighbours too are posing challenges.

After Bangladesh’s decision last
September to hand over the construction
ofiits first submarine base near Cox’s Bazar
to China, which sold two submarines to it
in 2018, came the news of Iran going ahead
with the remaining work on the Chabahar
port without India’s support. Iran’s deci-
sion should alert India in the light of the on-
going debate in the Iranian parliament over
a proposed sweeping economic and secu-
rity partnership agreement with China.

The New York Times was the first to report
the details of the 18-page agreement be-
tween the two countries. According to NYT,
the agreement would facilitate China’s direct
presence inIran’s strategic sectors like bank-
ing, telecommunications, ports and railways.
Chinawould, inreturn, get highly-subsidised
Iranian oil over the next 25 years. Of partic-
ular concern to India could be the military
cooperation embedded in this agreement
that would facilitate “joint training and ex-
ercises, joint research and weapons devel-
opment and intelligence sharing”.

Two aspects of the proposed agreement
call for greater attention from India. First,
the decision to hand over two ports in the
Gulf of Oman to China for development,
one of them at Jask just 200 miles away
from the Chabahar port. Second, the co-op-
tion of the Central Asian republics into this
agreement. This comes as a direct challenge
to not only India’s traditional ties with
these republics but also to the US-led pro-
gramme of C5+1 under which the US has
established multilateral programmes with
five Central Asian republics.

India traditionally has strong ties with
[ran that withstood several pressures from
the West. This time, the challenge comes
from the eastern neighbour.

“Neighbourhood First” has been the
sheet-anchor of India’s foreign policy at
least since the inception of the SAARC.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has in-
vested heavily in the neighbourhood in the
last six years to create strong diplomatic
bonds. He has extensively used his soft
power skills to generate enormous good-
will for India and himself. That popular
goodwill remains a great advantage.

However, soft power, which includes
cultural and civilisational bonding, contin-
ues to give diminishing dividends. Nations
in the neighbourhood are growing uncom-
fortable over the over-emphasis of “one-
ness”, as the urge for “uniqueness” is the
flavour of the season in each country.

Itis time India turns more towards Modi's
second principle — “together we grow”.
Proactive diplomacy together with greater
attention to soft developmental needs of the
neighbours like connectivity, education, fi-
nance and healthcare is the need of the hour
for India’s foreign policy mandarins.

The writer is national general secretary, BJP,
and director, India foundation

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

BIZARRE STATEMENT

THE BIZARRE STATEMENT of Nepal
Prime Minister KP Oli that ShriRam was
born in a village in east Nepal and that
our Ayodhya is an artificial concept cre-
ated by India is mind-boggling. This out-
rageous statement will have hurt the
sentiments of a billion Hindus living not
only in India and Nepal but around the
world. The statement could have been
dismissed as the gymnastics of a dis-
torted mind, except it comes on the heels
of Oli’s unfortunate unilateral action re-
garding a territorial dispute with India.
It would appear he is trying to do what-
ever he can to widen the distance be-
tween Nepal and India. Right-thinking
peoplein both countries should be aware
of this ominous policy and do whatever
possible to recreate the friendly, age-old
ties between the two countries.

Karan Singh, Delhi

CONGRESS’S LOSS

THISREFERS TO the article, ‘See you later,
alligator’ (IE, July 15). Mani Shankar
Aiyar's submission that the Congress can
only be run by a family is the reason for
the party's current woes. Political parties
thrive not on patronage but on an ideo-
logical base. By referring to the merit-
based achievements of the two young
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leadersin rebellion,he has demonstrated
why the Congress has lost both.
Animesh Mohan, Ballia

THISREFERS TO the article, ‘See you later,
alligator’ (IE, July 15). While the writer
has made aninteresting comparison be-
tween Sachin Pilot’s departure and those
who left the Congress since the
Nehruvian era, he fails to explain why
young leaders are leaving the party. He
will do well to question the top leader-
ship rather than invoking King Lear and
the promise of the rose garden.
Seshadri Srinivasan, Delhi
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SCIENTISTS IN Germany
have reported a novel
method for detecting
SARS-CoV-2.Using mass
spectrometry on gargle
solutions of Covid-19 pa-
tients, pharmacists at
Martin Luther University
Halle-Wittenberg (MLU)
succeeded in detecting
small amounts of the

How to detect coronavirus in
diluted gargle samples

PAPER

CLIP

NEW RESEARCH

tients. The research
group developed a
method to detect virus
components in these
highly diluted samples.
The test is highly specific
for the virus since the
corresponding proteins
areonly present in SARS-
CoV-2.In addition, the
test can be used in the

coronavirus. The novel
method is currently un-
dergoing improvements; initial re-
sults have been published in the
Journal of Proteome Research. The re-
searchers suggests the method might
supplement conventional tests, and
be available as standard diagnostic
tool for Covid-19 in the future.

Mass spectrometry allows mole-
cules to be precisely identified based
on their mass and charge. Professor
Andrea Sinz, a mass spectrometry ex-
pert at the Institute of Pharmacy at
MLU, and her colleagues developed a
method to look for components of
SARS-CoV-2 viruses. They measured
the proteins of the virus, not the ge-
netic material.

The experiments were done on
gargle solutions of three Covid-19 pa-

present in the mouth and throat.

The test currently takes about 15
minutes. The research groupis now try-
ing to further reduce the analysis time
using artificially produced virus com-
ponents. The novel diagnostic method
relying on mass spectrometry will,
however, not be available immediately.
Sinz said in a statement: “lamin close
contact with colleagues worldwide,
some of whom have had a far worse
experience of the pandemic than we
have.” She s also a founding member
of the COVID-19 Mass Spectrometry
Coalition, a research association that
relies on mass spectrometry for a bet-
ter understanding of the disease.

early stages of the disease
when many viruses are

Source: Martin Luther University
Halle-Wittenberg
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Twin hopes on vaccine front

Moderna has reported the immune response in participants of phase I trials for its candidate vaccine
against Covid-19. Oxford will reportedly publish its own results soon. Alook at the progress made so far

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

INTHE hunt for avaccine against Covid-19,en-
couraging news emerged about two candi-
dates on Wednesday. The New England Journal
of Medicine published an interim analysis de-
scribing an immune response generated in
participants of phase I clinical trials for a can-
didate vaccine, developed by US-based biotech
company Moderna. Meanwhile, ITV reported
that there could be positive news, possibly by
Thursday, oninitial trials of another candidate
vaccine, from the University of Oxford.

What are these two candidates?

Moderna was the first company to begin
ahuman trial for a candidate vaccine against
Covid-19. Called mRNA-1273, the vaccine
went into phase I trials on March 16. The vac-
cine uses mRNA technology, which involves
injecting genetic instructions to human cells
for creating proteins to fight the virus. The
details of the phase I trial come two weeks
before Moderna begins phase Ill on July 27.

Oxford University has developed its can-
didate vaccine, ChAdOx1 nCoV-19, in part-
nership with global biopharmaceutical firm
AstraZeneca. It delivers a SARS-CoV-2 pro-
tein to induce animmune response. The vac-
cine has already gone into phase Ill trials, but
the results of phase I are yet to be announced.

During human clinical trials, three as-
pects are assessed: reactogenicity (ability to
produce common, adverse reactions), im-
munogenicity (ability to provoke animmune
response), and safety.

What are the results of the phase I trials
on Moderna’s candidate vaccine?

The interim analysis found there was a
vaccine-induced immune response in all the
participants. During phase I, 15 participants
received a low dose of 25 micrograms, 15 re-
ceived amedium dose of 100 micrograms, and
15 received a high dose of 250 micrograms.
Two shots were given, one month apart.

The study found that greater reactogenic-
ity followed the second vaccination, partic-
ularly in the 250-microgram group. Also, of
the three doses evaluated, the 100-micro-

Aparticipant in the phase I trial recieves the Moderna vaccine in Seattle. AP/File

gram dose elicited high neutralisation re-
sponses and T cell responses, “coupled with
a reactogenicity profile that is more favor-
able than that of the higher dose”. In phaselIl,
the participants will be administered the
100-microgram dose.

Were there side effects?

The study reported fatigue, chills, headache,
myalgia,and pain at the injection site, reported
in more than half the participants. It said the
two-dose vaccine series “was generally with-
out serious toxicity”. Systemic adverse events
after thefirst vaccination, when reported, were
“all graded mild or moderate”.

“After the first vaccination, solicited sys-
temic adverse events were reported by 5 par-
ticipants (33%) in the 25-microgram group,
10(67%)in the 100- microgram group, and 8
(53%)in the 250- microgram group; all were
mild or moderate in severity,” the study said.
Adverse events were more common after the
second vaccination, “and occurred in 7 of 13
participants (54%) in the 25-microgram
group, all 15 in the 100-microgram group,
and all 14 in the 250-microgram group, with
3 of those participants (21%) reporting one
or more severe events.”

What is the news about the University of

Oxford’s vaccine candidate?

“Iam hearing there will be positive news
soon (perhaps tomorrow) on initial trials of
the Oxford Covid-19 vaccine that is backed
by AstraZeneca and supported by tens of mil-
lions of pounds of government money,” ITV’s
political editor Robert Peston wrote. “The first
datais due be published in the Lancet.”

For phase I in April, 1,102 participants
were recruited in multiple study sites in the
UK. OnMay 22, Oxford announced that 1,000
immunisations “have been completed and
follow-up is currently ongoing”. Professor
Andrew Pollard, head of the Oxford Vaccine
Group, said in a statement: “The clinical stud-
ies are progressing very well and we are now
initiating studies to evaluate how well the
vaccine induces immune responses in older
adults, and to test whether it can provide pro-
tection in the wider population.”

On June 27, Brazil began a phase III trial
of the Oxford candidate, with 5,000 healthy
volunteers targeted for enrolment. Trials will
be conducted in South Africa too.

How significant are the findings of
phasel of atrial?

Phase I of a clinical trial only provides ev-
idence of a vaccine’s safety and its ability to
generate an immune response. As such, it

gives an indication of what is the ideal dose
required to administer in the next stage.

The critical question that remains unan-
swered in this phase is: how long do the an-
tibodies last to provide immunity against the
virus?. Also, phase [ involves a small number
of participants. In phase II, the age range of
participants is expanded to see if there is vari-
ationin the immune response between older
people and children. Phase Il which involves
avery large group, investigates how well the
vaccine works to prevent a larger commu-
nity from being infected.

What is the status of other vaccine
candidates that have entered phase I1I?

Pfizer and its French partner BioEnTech,
which uses the same mRNA technology as the
Moderna candidate,announced aninterimre-
port of early-stage trials on July 1. The study,
which has not been peer-reviewed, found neu-
tralising antibodies on day 21 of vaccination.

Another major player is the Chinese bio-
pharmaceutical company Sinovac Biotech,
which has partnered with Brazil’s Butantan
todevelop CoronaVac, aninactivated vaccine
candidate. The company announced earlier
this month that CoronaVac was granted ap-
proval for the phase III trial by the Brazilian
National Regulatory Agency. The trial will re-
cruit 9,000 healthcare professionals from
Covid-19 health facilities in 12 sites in Brazil.
Enrolment is expected to start this month af-
ter ethical approval is obtained from the 12
selected sites.

Brazil's approval came on the basis of pre-
liminary results of phasesIand Il conducted
in Jiangsu province beginning April 16, and
announced on June 13. The company said
there has been no severe adverse event re-
ported in either the phase I, which had 143
healthy volunteers, or phase II trials, which
had 600 healthy volunteers. “The phase II
clinical trial results show that the vaccine in-
duces neutralising antibodies 14 days after
the vaccination...,” the company said.

The company said it will be submitting the
phase Il study report and phase III clinical
study protocol to the Chinese regulator in the
“near future”. “The Company expects to share
the fulldata on our clinical trials with the pub-
lic through academic publications,” it said.

What next in Rajasthan political drama?

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

RAJASTHAN Speaker CP Joshi has served no-
tices to 19 Congress MLAs including Sachin
Pilot asking them why they should not be
disqualified. The situation in Rajasthan could
inthe coming days develop in ways similar to
Karnataka in 2019 and MP this April.

Why the notice?

The notice has been served under the
Tenth Schedule of the Constitution, popu-
larly known as the anti-defection law. The
Congress has alleged that the rebel MLAs
were attempting to jJump parties.

Must the rebels reply?

Yes, they are bound to reply before the
deadline of July 17.If they don't, the Speaker
can proceed ex parte and disqualify them
from the Assembly.

Can they go to court?
Courts have been extremely reluctant to

interfere with the powers of the Speaker un-
der the Tenth Schedule. These are constitu-
tionally granted powers - and even when
challenged, as it was in the case of Karnataka
in 2019, the Speaker was given time to de-
cide on the pleas.

In the landmark Kihoto Hollohan vs
Zachillhu And Others (1992) case, the court
upheld the sweeping discretion available to
the Speaker in deciding cases of disqualifi-
cation of MLAs. While the Speaker’s deci-
sions can be challenged subsequently, the
court cannot stay or prevent the process.

Can the Governor intervene?

If the rebel MLAs tender their resigna-
tions to the Governor, he can call for a trust
vote if he deems that the Chief Minister has
lost the confidence of the House. In April, the
Supreme Court clarified this position, ruling
that the Governor, in extraordinary circum-
stances, can call for a floor test even when
disqualification proceedings are pending be-
fore the Speaker, if he “objectively considers”
the government to be on shaky ground. The
upholding of the Governor’s call for a trust

vote in Madhya Pradesh led to the fall of the
Kamal Nath-led Congress government.

What happens if a trial of strength is held?

Even with the disqualification process
pending, the rebel Congress MLAs would have
to abide by the party whip - and could be sub-
sequently disqualified if they vote against or
abstain. However, their vote, whichever way
it goes, will be counted as it is cast.

If the MLAs resign, the strength of the
House will be reduced. Irrespective of what
happensin the trust vote in the smaller House,
these MLAs will have to contest bypolls to re-
enter the Assembly. In Karnataka, the Congress
and JD(U) MLAs whoresigned contested again
on BJP tickets, Jyotiraditya Scindia's loyalists
are likely to do the same in MP.

Under what circumstances can the MLAs
be disqualified?

There are two conditions on which a
Speaker can serve an anti-defection notice to
alegislator. The firstis when the legislator has
voluntarily given up the membership of the
party; the second conditionis when a legisla-

tor has disobeyed the whip during a vote.

Since the state legislature is not in session
and no question has been put to vote on the
floor of the House, the second condition does
not apply — even though Pilot defied his
party and did not turn up at the legislature
party meeting. Defying a whip and attract-
ing disqualification under the Tenth Schedule
takes place only on the floor of the House.

Although the 19 dissident MLAs have not
resigned from the Congress officially, the
Speaker can, under the law, gauge their ac-
tivities. Any activity thatis inimical, prejudi-
cial to the interests of the party would be
deemed as giving up membership of the
party. This is the point that the Congress has
made in its disqualification petitions.

Do the MLAs have any legal recourse
afterwards?

The Speaker’sdecision canbe challenged in
courtonly toalimited extent. In Kihoto Hollohan,
the Supreme Court said only infirmities based
on violation of constitutional mandate, mala
fides, non-compliance with rules of natural jus-
tice,and perversity can be reviewed.

What forecast of shrinking populations means for India & world
| POPULATIONSHIFTS, DECUNNG FERTILTY

ANURADHA MASCARENHAS
& KABIRFIRAQUE
PUNE, NEW DELHI, JULY 15

ANEW analysis published in The Lancet has
projected that the world population will
peak much earlier than previously esti-
mated. It projects the peak at 9.73 billion in
2064, which is 36 years earlier than the 11
billion peak projected for 2100 by last year’s
UN report World Population Prospects. For
2100, the new report projects a decline to
8.79 billion from the 2064 peak.

For India, the report projects a peak pop-
ulation of 1.6 billion in 2048, up from 1.38
billion in 2017. By 2100, the population is
projected to decline by 32% to 1.09 billion.

The study, led by a team of researchers
at University of Washington’s Institute for
Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME),
analysed population trends in 195 countries.
It used data from the Global Burden of
Disease Study 2017 to model future popu-
lation in various scenarios as a function of
fertility, migration, and mortality rates.

The broad takeaways
[HME director Dr Christopher Murray,
who led the research, said the forecasts

highlight huge challenges to the economic
growth of a shrinking workforce, the high
burden on health and social support sys-
tems of an ageing population.

The paper suggests that continued
trends in female educational attainmentand
access to contraception will hasten declines
in fertility and slow population growth.

For a generation to exactly replace itself,
the replacement-level total fertility rate (TFR)
is taken to be 2.1, representing the average
number of children a woman would need to
have. In the study, the global TFRis predicted
to steadily decline from 2.37 in 2017 to 1.66
in2100. The TFRis projected to fall below 2.1
in 183 countries. In 23 countries including
Japan, Thailand, Italy and Spain, itis projected
to shrink by more than 50%.

Key numbers: India

“Trends in India’s total population and
in the population of working age adults will
follow similar trends,” Stein Emil Vollset,
one of the lead authors, told The Indian
Express by email. “The total population will
increase and peak just before mid-century,
followed by significant declines. Similarly,
the working-age population will also in-
crease in the first half of the century, and
then decline in the second half. These de-

POPULATION SHIFTS, DECLINING FERTILITY

Top ten countries
by population
2017 2100
1 1.4b China India1.09b 1
2 1.38b India Nigeria791m 2
3 325mUSA China732m 3
4 258mIndonesia USA336m 4
5 214mPakistan Pakistan248m 5
6 212m Brazil DRCongo246m 6
7 206m Nigeria Indonesia229m 7
8 157mBangladesh Ethiopia223m 8
9 146m Russia Egypt199m 9

10 128m Japan Tanzania186m 10

13 103mEthiopia Brazil 165m 13

14 96m Egypt Russial06m 19
18 8ImDRCongo Bangladesh 8Im 25
24 54mTanzania Japan 60m 38

Vollset, Goren et al/The Lancet

India TFR: 1950-2010
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clines are driven by fertility rates, which we
forecast will continue declining over the
next few decades,” Vollset said.

M India’s TFR was already below 2.1 in
2019. The TFR is projected to have a con-
tinue a steep decline until about 2040,

reaching 1.29 in 2100.

M The number of working-age adults
(20-64 years)in Indiais projected to fall from
around 748 million in 2017 to around 578
million in 2100. However, this will be the
largest working-age population in the world
by 2100. In the mid-2020s, India is expected
to surpass China’s workforce population (950
million in 2017, and 357 million in 2100).

M From 2017 to 2100, India is projected
to rise up the list of countries with the
largest GDP, from 7th to 3rd.

M India is projected to have the second
largest netimmigration in 2100, with an es-
timated half a million more people immi-
grating to Indiain 2100 than emigrating out.

M Among the 10 countries with the largest
populationsin 2017 or 2100, India is projected
to have one of the lowest life expectancies
(79.3 yearsin 2100, up from 69.1 in 2017).

The road ahead

In a commentary on the research,
Ibrahim Abubakar of University College
London’s Institute for Global Health,
stresses the need for countries to address
the potential catastrophic impact of a
shrinking working-age population, and
suggests measures such as incentives to in-
crease TFR, and using artificial intelligence

New Delhi

as a path towards self-sufficiency.
“Wealthy countries such as the UK and
the USA could counteract the impact of
these changes through net migration of
working-age adults from the countries with
growing populations. Unfortunately, the
election of nationalist rulers, associated de-
cline inmultilateralism, and increasing hos-
tility to migration makes this option un-
likely in the short term,” Abubakar wrote.
Professor Usha Ram from the
Department of Public Health and Mortality
Studies at the International Institute for
Population Sciences, Mumbai, who was not
involved in the study, too discussed the im-
pact of migration when contacted.
“Migration, rather liberal migration
policies... could be a solution but not per-
manent. However, what is more important
istolook to invest in technological advance-
ments that can compensate for the human
shortages. For example, Japan has managed
the needs of its greying population with vir-
tually no emphasis on migration,” she said.
She said the effect of fertility decline on
women’s reproductive health rights has to
be accompanied by greater economic inde-
pendence. “This would allow women to ne-
gotiate with the system on their own terms
and for better support services as well.”
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MEANWHILE

NYT To Move PArRT OF HK OFFICE TO SEOUL

The New York Times said on Tuesday that it would relocate its Hong Kong-based digital
news operation to Seoul, South Korea, a significant shift by an American news organisation
as China has stepped up its efforts to impede the affairs of the Asian metropolis.
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Yves Etienne Rausch

GERMANY
‘Forest Rambo’
eludes police 3

daysintosearch

THE CALL to the German
police on Sunday seemed
a bit odd but routine. A
man armed with a bow
and arrow had been squat-
tingillegally inasmall shed
outside the village of
Oppenauin the foothills of
the Black Forest. When
four officers arrived, Yves
Etienne Rausch, 31, greeted
them calmly while seated
behind a table in the red
shed. He handed over his
bow and arrow, and a
spear that was by his side.
Butwhen officers asked to
search him, he drewagun,
threatened a policeman at
point blank range and de-
manded their weapons.
Then heran. For three days,
he has evaded capture de-
spiteamanhuntinvolving
more than 1,500 officers.
The tabloids refer to
Rausch as “ForestRambo”.

IRAN

Sevenships
catchfireat port
of Bushehr

AT LEAST seven ships have
caught fire at the Iranian
portof Bushehr, the Tasnim
news agency reported on
Wednesday, in what ap-
peared to be the latest in a
series of unexplained inci-
dents around nuclear and
industrial installations
since late June. No casual-
ties have been reported, the
agency said. There have
been several explosions
and fires around Iranian
military, nuclear and indus-
trial facilities since late June,
including afireatIran’s un-
derground Natanz nuclear
facility on July 2. Natanz is
the centrepiece of Iran’s en-
richment programme,
which Tehran says is for
peaceful purposes.

SOUTH KOREA
Seoul to probe
claims against

dead mayor

SEOUL CITY Hall officials
said on Wednesday that
they would create a joint
fact-finding team with
women'’s groups and legal
and human rights experts
to investigate accusations
that Mayor Park Won-soon
had sexually abused a sec-
retary for four years. The
team’s members will have
no power to subpoena or
indict those they want to
question because Park, 64,
killed himself on Thursday,
a day after the secretary
filed a complaint against
him to the police. By law,
the criminal case against
Park was automatically
closed upon his death.

PROTESTER STATUE REPLACES TOPPLED SLAVE TRADER

Jen Reid in front of the new black resin and steel statue portraying her entitled “A Surge of Power (Jen Reid) 2020” by artist
Marc Quinn in Bristol, England, on Wednesday. The statue was erected on the empty plinth of the toppled statue of 17th
century slave trader Edward Colston. Colston’s statue was pulled down during a Black Lives Matter protest on June 7 and

dumped in the River Avon. AP

Virus resurgence forces many

nations to reimpose r

COSTASKANTOURIS,
VANESSAGERA
& ROD MCGUIRK
PROMACHONAS, JULY 15

COUNTRIES AROUND the world
are reimposing lockdowns and
implementing new health
checks at their borders in an ef-
fort to curb a resurgence of the
coronavirus before it spins even
further out of control.

Starting Wednesday;, all trav-
elers arriving in Greece from a
land border with Bulgaria were
required to carry negative coro-
navirus test results issued in the
previous 72 hours and translated
into English. The new rules,
which follow an increase in
tourism-related Covid-19 cases,
triggered an immediate drop in
arrivals compared to recent days.

Residents of Australia’s sec-
ond-largest city, Melbourne,
were warned on Wednesday to
comply with lockdown regula-
tions or face tougher restrictions.
Melbourne’s 5 million people
and part of the city’s semi-rural
surroundings are a week into a
new, six-week lockdown to con-
tain a new outbreak there.

“The time for warnings, the
time for cutting people slack, is
over,” Victoria state Premier

estrictions

A Covid-19 test at a hospital in Barcelona. Latest coronavirus
outbreaks in Spain have prompted new restrictions. AP

Daniel Andrews said. “Where we
areisinavery serious and deadly
position.”

The developments come
with more than 13 million cases
of coronavirus cases confirmed
worldwide, and with over
578,000 deaths, according to a
tally by Johns Hopkins
University.

The actual numbers are
thought to be far higher due toa
number of reasons including
limited testing.

In Serbia, which has been hit
hard by aspike ininfections, a gov-
ernment crisis team expanded a
ban on gatherings of more than 10
people from Belgrade to encom-
pass the entire country. AP

Mongolian teen
dies of bubonic
plague: Report

Beijing: A15-year-old boy has died
in western Mongolia of bubonic
plague, the country’s national
newsagency reported. The Health
Ministry said laboratory tests con-
firmed the teenager died of plague
that he contracted from an in-
fected marmot, according to the
Montsame News Agency. The
case prompted the government to
impose aquarantine on partofthe
province of Gobi-Altai. Montsame
said 15 people who had contact
with the boy were isolated. AP

Patient 206: One man blamed
for nearly half Sri Lanka’s cases

BHARATHA
MALLAWARACHI
& EMILY SCHMALL
COLOMBO, JULY 15

FOR MONTHS he’s been anony-
mous, but now Prasad Dinesh,
linked by SriLankan authorities to
nearly half of the country’s more
than 2,600 coronavirus cases, is
trying toclear his name, and shed
some of the stigma of a heroin ad-
diction at the root of his ordeal.
When President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa was elected last year,
a health unit was created in the
intelligence service that sprang

Prasad Dinesh AP

into action when Covid-19 first
appeared, according to State
Intelligence Service Assistant
Director Parakrama de Silva.
After Dinesh, 33, tested posi-
tive for the virus in April, navy

sailors raided his village, forcing
his contacts into quarantine. But
authorities have blamed a melee
thatensued on Dinesh —and said
the incident lead to at least 1,100
additional virus infections.

These cases, they publicly de-
clared, were all linked linked toa
single patient, who they call
“Patient 206”.

“I can’t accept that I am re-
sponsible for infecting so many,
including the navy sailors,” Dinesh
said after he had returned home
following his release from a
monthlong stay ata hospital. “No
one gives a job when they realise
thatlam Patient 206,” he said. AP

Apple does not have to pay
back taxes, an EU court ruled

Apple wins EU
court case over
$15 billion in
claimed taxes

RAF CASERT
BRUSSELS, JULY 15

A EUROPEAN Union court on
Wednesday delivered a hammer
blow to the bloc’s attempts to
rein in sweetheart tax deals be-
tween multinationals and indi-
vidual member countries when
it ruled that technology giant
Apple does not have to pay 13
billion euros ($15 billion)in back
taxes to Ireland.

The EU Commission had
claimedin2016 that Apple hadan
illegal tax deal with Irish authori-
ties thatallowed itto pay low rates.
But the EU’s General Court said
Wednesday that "the Commission
did not succeed in showing to the
requisite legal standard that there
was an advantage.”

“The Commission was wrong
todeclare” that Apple “had been
granted a selective economic ad-
vantage and, by extension, state
aid,” said the Luxembourg-based
court, which s the second-high-
estin the EU. The ruling can only
be appealed on points of law.

The EU Commission had or-
dered Apple to pay for gross un-
derpayment of tax on profits
across the European bloc from
2003 to 2014. The commission
said Apple used two shell compa-
nies in Ireland to report its
Europe-wide profits at effective
rates well under 1%. In many
cases, multinationals can pay
taxes on the bulk of their revenue
across the EU's 27 countries in the
one EU country where they have
their regional headquarters. For
Apple and many other big tech
companies, thatis Ireland. AP

ToDAY MARKS THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF WHAT’S KNOWN AS THE TRINITY EXPLOSION

Now I am become Death:

MARIACRAMER
JULY15

Itwas 1amon]uly 16,1945, when

J Robert Oppenheimer met with
anArmy lieutenant general, Leslie
Groves, inthe parched landscape
of Jornada del Muerto — Dead
Man’s Journey — a remote desert
in New Mexico.

A group of engineers and
physicists was about to detonate
an atomic device packed with 13
pounds of plutonium, a nuclear
weapon that the government
hoped would bring an end to

World War I

Some scientists on the proj-
ectworried that they were about
to light the entire world on fire,
according to researchers. Others
worried that the test would be
“acomplete dud.”

Oppenheimer, who was
tasked with designing an atomic
bomb for the Manhattan Project,
had not slept. At 5.29 am local
time, the device exploded with
a power equivalent to 21,000
tons of TNT and set off a flash of
light that would have been visi-
ble from Mars, researchers said.

It was the first nuclear test in

history.

Less than a month later, the
United States would drop a
nearly identical weapon on the
city of Nagasaki in Japan.

The bomb, named Fat Man,
fell three days after Americans
dropped a uranium bomb, called
Little Boy, on Hiroshima. Both
weapons immediately killed
tens of thousands of Japanese
people and forced Japan’s sur-
render on Aug. 14, bringing an
abrupt end to the war.

Since the Trinity test 75 years
ago, at least eight countries have
conducted more than 2,000 nu-

The legacy of the
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An aerial view of the aftermath of the first atomic explosion
at the Trinity test site in New Mexico in 1945. AP

AFTER BEIJING IMPOSES SECURITY LAW

US ends preferential
status for HK, China
threatens retaliation

US toimpose visa
curbs on Huawei
over humanrights

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JULY 15

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump on
Tuesday ordered an end to Hong
Kong’s special status under US
law to punish China for what he
called “oppressive actions”
against the former British colony,
prompting Beijing to warn of re-
taliatory sanctions.

Citing China’s decision toen-
act a new national security law
for Hong Kong, Trump signed an
executive order that he said
would end the preferential eco-
nomic treatment for the city.

“No special privileges, no
special economic treatment and
no export of sensitive technolo-
gies,” he told a news conference.

Acting on a Tuesday deadline,
he also signed a Bill approved by
the US Congress to penalise
banks doing business with
Chinese officials who imple-
ment the new security law.

“Today I signed legislation,
and an executive order to hold
Chinaaccountable forits aggres-
sive actions against the people of
Hong Kong, Trump said.

Under the executive order, US
property would be blocked of any
person determined tobe respon-
sible for or complicit in “actions
or policies that undermine dem-
ocratic processes or institutions

US President Donald Trump at a press conference in the Rose
Garden of the White House on Tuesday. AP

Blow to global business hub

TRUMP SAID his ex-
ecutive order means
“Hong Kong will now

be treated the same

as mainland China”.

The order revokes licence
exceptions for exports to
Hong Kong and cancels spe-
cial treatment to Hong Kong
passport holders. The revo-

EXPLAINED

cation of special sta-

tus also means that

Chinese goods com-

® ingtothe US from

Hong Kong will no
longer be able to avoid tar-
iffs imposed by
Washington, dealing a blow
to Hong Kong’s image as
global business hub.

in Hong Kong”.

China’s foreign ministry said
Beijing would impose retaliatory
sanctions against US entities inre-
sponse to the law targeting banks,
though the statement released
through state media did not ref-
erence the executive order.

“Hong Kong affairs are purely
China’s internal affairs and no
foreign country has the right to
interfere,” the ministry said.

Trump launches into
rally-style onslaught on
Biden from Rose Garden

JEFFMASON
WASHINGTON, JULY 15

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
used a White House event on
China to excoriate his expected
Democratic presidential rival, Joe
Biden, on Tuesday in a rambling
diatribe that turned the Rose
Garden setting into a substitute
rally venue, minus his supporters.

The Republican President,
who trails Biden in national
opinion polls, has chafed at his
inability to hold large political
gatherings because of the coron-
avirus pandemic.

His campaign postponed an
outdoor rally scheduled for last
Saturday in New Hampshire, cit-
ingastorm.Anindoorrally he held
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, last month
featured a partially empty arena.

So on a day when Biden un-
veiled a $2 trillion climate plan,
Trump took to a podium outside
the Oval Office and, after an-
nouncing moves to punish China
for its treatment of Hong Kong,
sought to draw a distinction be-
tween their two candidacies.

“Today, Joe Biden gave a
speech in which he said that the
core of his economic agenda is a
hard-left crusade against
American energy. He wants to kill
American energy,” Trump said.

Biden'’s plan, which would

MORE WHITE PEOPLE
KILLED BY COPS: TRUMP

TRUMP PRAISED police
and downplayed police
violence against Black
people, saying “more white
people” are killed by police
officers. He made the
comments during a CBS
News interview.

seek to cut carbon emissions
from electrical power produc-
tion to zero in 15 years, signified
a more aggressive approach on
climate policy than he adopted
during the Democratic presiden-
tial nominating race in a nod to
party progressives who are de-
manding bolder action.

“When Donald Trump thinks
about climate change, the only
word he can muster is ‘hoax,”
Biden said. “When I think about
climate change, the word I think
of is jobs.” Good-paying union
jobs that put Americans to work.”

Trump pulled the US out of
the Paris climate accord to fight
climate change. Biden plans to
bring the country back in if he is
elected in November. “Yet one
more gift from Biden to the
Chinese Communist Party,”
Trump said. He sees the accord as
favourable to Bejjing. REUTERS

Meanwhile, Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo said the US
would impose visa restrictions
on Chinese companies like
Huawei, which he accused of fa-
cilitating human right violations.

He said the US would “im-
pose visarestrictions on employ-
ees of Chinese companies that
provide support to regimes en-
gaging in human rights viola-
tions and abuses globally”.

Banning TikTok
takes espionage

tool away from
China: US NSA

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, JULY 15

CHINA WILL lose “a big tool” of
espionage and surveillance if
America and some western
European countries ban Chinese
apps like TikTok as done by India,
US National Security Advisor
Robert O'Brien has said.

India last month banned 59
Chinese apps, including TikTok
and UC Browser.

O’Brien told Fox News Radio
in an interview that the Trump
administration was “very seri-
ously taking a look” at TikTok,
WeChat and some other apps
coming out of China.

“India has already banned
those apps, as you know. And if
they lose India and the United
States, they lose some western
European counlLalit K Jhatries,
that takes a big tool away from
the espionage work or the sur-
veillance work of the CCP
(Chinese Communist Party),”
he said in response to a ques-
tion on the dangers posed by
apps like TikTok.

“The kids who are using
TikTok — and it can be a lot of
fun — but there are alot of other
social media platforms they
could use. TikTok is getting fa-
cial recognition on you,”
O’Brien said. PTI

first nuclear bomb test

clear bomb tests, said Jenifer
Mackby, a senior fellow at the
Federation of American Scientists.
More than half of those tests have
been conducted by the US, a
legacy of the Trinity explosion, as
the USand several other countries
have continued to refuse to ratify
the treaty prohibiting nuclear
weapon test explosions.

“You could say it unleashed
the nuclear age, really,” Mackby
said. “It unleashed a whole new
class of destruction.”

Many of the scientists who
witnessed the blast quickly re-
alised the “foul and awesome”

New Delhi

power they had set free, accord-
ing to historians.

Oppenheimer said a Hindu
scripture ran through his mind
at the sight of the explosion:
“Now I am become Death, the
destroyer of worlds.”

Kenneth T Bainbridge, the
test director, said, “Now we are
all sons of b*****s,” he said.

The goal of the test was to see
if the military could harness plu-
tonium into a weapon that
would destroy whole cities, said
Alex Wellerstein, a science his-
torian at the Stevens Institute of
Technology in Hoboken, New

Jersey, who studies the history of
nuclear weapons.

Officials did not warn any of
the residents — many of them
ranchers, Navajos, Mexican set-
tlers and their descendants who
raised cattle and drank water from
cisterns — about the test. Should
anyone ask about the blast, offi-
cials had proposed several cover
stories, including telling the pub-
lic thataremote ammunitions de-
pot had exploded, Professor
Wellerstein said. “They took some
effort” to protect the public, he
said. “Would we consider it ade-
quate today? No, notatall.” NYT
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MANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED
(A Government of Karnataka undertaking)
Corporate Office, 2nd Floor, MESCOM Bhavana, Kavoor Cross Road,
Bejai, Mangaluru - 575004. Ph: 0824-2885795 E-mail : sepmescom@rediffmail.com

CIN: U40109 KA 2002 SGC 030425

No. MESCOM/SEE(P)/EEE(P)/2020-21/ 4963 Date: 13.07.2020
TENDER NOTIFICATION (Through e-Procurement Portal Only)

MESCOM invites tender for Supply of the following material:

Tender No. |Name of the Material proposed for Procurement | Quantity

MESCOM/
2020-21/IND698

Universal Type Portable Standard
Reference Meter as per Technical
Specification

The interested eligible bidders may log
www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in on or after 17.07.2020.
Sd/- Superintending Engineer (Ele.) (Proc.) MESCOM, Mangaluru

For Power Related Complaint & Assistance Call Toll Free Number 1912
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KASHMIR POWER DISTRIBUTION
CORPORATION LTD
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
IT & COMMUNICATION DIVISION
E-mail: ceo.rapdrp.a@gmail.com

NIT No. CEO IT & C/ 01 of 2020 Dated: 09/07/2020

1. INVITATION:

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir,
e-Tenders are hereby invited for Supply, Installation, testing &
Commissioning of Two (2 No.) Battery Bank each bank comprising of 204
No. 2 V/ 600 AH (VRLA ) sealed maintenance free batteries of Reputed
brand for UPS (Emerson Make 200 KVA) installed in DATACENTER at PDD
Complex Bemina Srinagar , Kashmir with buy back of old batteries
(Rocket make) from Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) or its
Registered Suppliers/Distributors with onsite warranty of 5 Years.

1. Bidders are advised to study the Bidding Document carefully. Submission
of e-Bid against this SBD shall be deemed to have been done after care-
ful study and examination of the procedures, terms and conditions of the
Standard Bidding Document with full understanding of its implications by
the bidder.

2.  The tender document is available on website http:/jktenders.gov.in.
Interested bidders may view, download the e-Bid document, seek clarifi-
cation and submit their e-Bid online upto the date and time mentioned in
the table below:
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NOTICE

Applications on prescribed Performa are invited from Retail
Shops/Authorized Stockiest located within 5 Km of Northern
Railway Divisional Hospital, Shyama Parsad Mukherjee
Marg, Delhi-110006 to register them for the Panel of Retail
Shops/Authorized Stockiest for supply of Medicines,
Surgical ltems & Laboratory ltems and other medical store
items on day to day basis under Retail Local Purchase for a
period of two years from the date of award of work on monthly
payment basis in Northern Railway Divisional Hospital, Delhi.
The application form along with copy of terms and conditions can
be obtained from and deposited in Room No. 10, between 10:00
AM to 05:00 PM on payment of Rs. 500/- to be deposited in cash
with Divisional Cashier Cash & Pay Office, Old Delhi Railway
Station Building, Delhi or by way of Bank Draft in favour of Sr.
DFM/Northern Railway. The last date for receiving the
application form is 17.08.2020 at 11:00 A.M. The application will
be deposited in Room No. 10 on all working days between 10:00
amto 05:00 pm.

Chief Medical Supdt.
N.Rly Divisional Hospital
Delhi

1553/2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

(i A ST ST A
HRTEET AT T, T — 713 205 (ghew T

CHSIR-CENTRAL MECHAMICAL ENGINEERIMNG
RESEARCH INSTITUTE

(Counoil of Solontidlo & Ind Hil Reeeanth
ma Gandhi Avenup, Durgapur - 713 208 (Wost Ben gal)
MNa TH2r2020-Ret Date: 14.07 2020
Advertisemeant No. 032020
Engagement for Junior Research Fellowship (JRF)
under CSIR-JRF (GATE)

CHIR-Caniral Mecharicsl Engineering Reseanch Inglifule (G5IR-
CMERI), estabhshed in 1858, is the apes RED insbiute for
KMachanics® Erginaaring snd alligd dzcipdinas under the gagis
al Gouncil af Scientific and Industrial Research {SEIR), which
5 an srlopsmous Body under tha Govarnmant of India,
An inleraes il be conduecled al CEIR-CMERI, Durgapar ibrough
Linlinedvis mode 1 selact canditaias or 05 posstlons af Jienior
Rasearch Fellowship (JRE) urder CSIR-JRF {GATE} having
B.E./B.Tech, In Machanlcal J Elgctronics ! Elecirical §
Caomputer Science and Engineering or equivalent with valid
GATE Score. Salactad cancidatas will be reguired 1o regisler
Ter Inlegralbsd Dual Dagres FRD{ET0OF] Elu-grun'l inAcademy al
Sclantific ard Irnoussve ResearchiAcSIR only ACSIR o C5IR-
CMERI; Dusgapur canducts IDOP gragrams. Delailad inforralian
regarding ACSIR programmes is avalabie in the admisson postsl
of ACSIR it acainrea.in. A% (e JRF-GATE faliowship
& mawrted Ior pursuing Pab, Saerefors there will be ro automatc
axil ahier M.Tech. Interasled digible candidates, wia are Indan
nabonal and il tie soove afghility candtions, may send scan
copy of all their onginal certificabas, mark sheals end recenl
passpar size photograph afang with tha filled in Applicalion
Farm in prescnbed formal awailable in the Inolituba website
[#wrw.cmerires.in), 10 ke email 1D termpret@icmerd.res.in
within the lasl dale e, Znd Augusl, Z020 al Z3:58 Hee. For
debail advediscenent and cther informalian 5 inlerested crvdidales
may oG an 0 he Inalitute wabsale | wawomerd,regln —
Opporunity — Carper — Vacanoles — Advt. Mo, 032030,

Adminiatrative QIToar
Fosirimuin @CHERCWN FCEOTANE Wi o Bcsscmad Mo peloom
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OPEN TENDER BATCH No. 35/20 Date: 13.07.2020
E-Tender Notice for supply of materials - "Participation in through" web portal
of IREPS - www.ireps.gov.in offers are invited for supply of the following materials :
The closing time for all tenders is at 14.00 hr.

23 TAMILNADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD.

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (E-TENDERING PROCESS)

Sl.| Tender Brief Description |Quantity |Published| Closing | Fundis
No. No. on/time on | Available
1 [11195984B| Paint Aluminium 28468 Ltrs | 20.05.20/ | 10.08.20 Fundis
14.43.26 Avalaible

2 04190673 |Speedsensor G16 102Nos. | 17.06.20/{10.08.20| Fundis
21.57.49 Avalaible

3104200453 |Set of bytefitting for |30 Nos. 17.06.20/ [ 10.08.20| Fundis
LHB Coaches 22.00.07 Avalaible

4 |04191048A Upgraded high 426Nos. | 08.07.20/|10.08.20| Fundis
capacity draftgear 13.57.18 Avalaible

5 104194858 |Spring for casnub 4681 Nos. | 07.07.20/{03.08.20| Fundis
11.40.05 Avalaible

6 04200774 |PUlining forconstant |10932Nos.| 07.07.20/ |03.08.20| Fundis
11.30.07 Avalaible

7 |06195490A Electric point machine [ 1970 Nos. | 09.07.20/ (03.08.20| Fundis
15.59 Avalaible

Participants are required to submit their offer only on-line through the web portal of

IREPS www.ireps.gov.in before the closing date and time. Other details
regarding Consignee, and detailed description of stores are available in tender
documentin tender notice on the above portal.

PR/0439/HQ/Store/T/20-21/64  Principal Chief Material Manager

Government of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir

Department of Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer
Affairs, Kashmir.

: Supply of Trucks for Transportation of Goods.

: Approximate value Of Contract Rs. 40.00

Core(s).

: 02 (two) years.

: 01 of 2020-21

Subject
Value of Contract

Period
e-NIT No: dated: 11-07-2020

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir

Union Territory e-tenders in DOUBLE COVER SYSTEM are invited
through Director FCS&CA Kashmir from Reputed & Registered Transport
Firms/Companies;
1. The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibity,
Criteria, specification, bill of quantities(B.0.Q) Set of terms and conditions
of contract and other details can be seen/download from the Website
www.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below:-

11th July 2020

1 | Date of issue of Tender Notice

2 | Period of downloading of bid-
ding documents

11th July 2020 from 04 PM to 4th
August 2020 upto 4:00 PM

3.| Bid Submission Start Date 12th July 2020 from 10 AM

4 | Bid submission End Date 04th August 2020 upto 04 PM

6.| Date & time of opening of
Technical Bid( online)

Technical Bid will be Opened on
5th August 2020 at 11 AM in the
Office Directorate of Food, Civil
Supplies & Consumer Affairs
Department ~ Shaheed  Gunj,
Srinagar. The date of opening of
Financial Bid shall be declared
online.

At Pm
venue.

on the same

2. Instruction of bidders regarding e-tendering process :-

i. Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the
“downloads” option as well as from“bidder Manual Kit” on website
www.jktenders.gov.in to acquaint bid submission process;

ii. To participate in bidding process. Bidder has to get * digital signa-
ture Certificate (DSC). As per information technology Act-2000
.Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved vendor;

ii. The bidder has to submit their bids online in electronic format with
digital signature .No bid will be accepted in physical form;

iv. Bids will be opened online as per the time schedule mentioned in
Para-1;

v. Bidders must ensure to upload scanned copy of all necessary
documents with the technical bid. Note:-Scan all the documents
on 100 dpi with grey/coloured option;

3. The department will not be responsible for delay in online submission
due to any reason;

4. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (bill of quanti-
ties) contents .in any case they should attempt to create similar BOQ
manually. The BOQ downloaded should be used for filling the item
rate inclusive of all taxes and it should be saved with the same name
as it contains;

5. Price escalation and Taxes:- The unit rates and prices shall be quot-
ed by the bidder entirely in Indian Rupees and the rates quoted shall
be deemed to include Price escalation and all taxes up to completion
of work, unless otherwise specified. Deduction on account of taxes
shall be made from the bills of the contractor on gross amount of the
bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of recovery.Bidders are
advised to use “My Documents” area in their user on e-tendering por-
tal to store such documents as are required;

No:- DFCS&CAK/ cctts/ Bgt/
881-86 Dated: 11 -07-2020
DIPK-2955

Director
FCS & CA Deptt. Kashmir

09.07.2020
11.07.2020 04.00 PM.

Date of issue of Tender Notice

B | Date &Time of downloading of Standard
Bidding Document

C | Clarifications Start Date

11.07.2020; 04.30 PM.
15.07.2020; 02.00 PM.
15.07.2020; 02.30 PM.

D | Clarifications End Date

E | e-Bid submission (start) Date & Time
(Submission of e-Tender Fee, EMD and other
Supporting Documents in PDF/XLS

F | e-Bid Submission (end) Date & Time
(Submission of e-Tender Fee, EMD and
other Supporting Documents in PDF/XLS

G | Online Technical e-Bid Opening date and Time

04.08.2020; 03.00 P.M.

06.08.2020; 02.30 P.M.

Office of the Chief Executive
Officer, IT & C Division, KPDCL
Will be separately communicat-
ed to the technically eligible
bidders

Rs. 56 Lakhs (Approx.)

- Rs. 2,000.00 (Rupees Two
Thousand only, Non-refund-
able)

- Rs.112000.00 (Rupees One
Lac Twelve Thousand only)

06.08.2020; 02.00 P.M.
Office of the Chief Executive
Officer IT & Communication

Division (Data Center) PDD
Complex Bemina Kashmir

H | Venue of opening of technical Bids

|| Online Financial e-Bid Opening date and Time

J | Estimated Cost
K | Cost of e-Bid document

L | Amount of Earnest Money Deposit

M | Last Date for Submission of Hard Copies

N | Address for submission of Hard Copies

3. The bidders need to submit the proof/cost of e-Bid document as stated in

the above table through non-refundable Demand Draft (Any Nationalized

Bank or Scheduled Commercial Banks) pledged to Chief Executive

Officer, Office of the Chief Executive Officer, IT & C division (KPDCL)

and payable at Srinagar. The scanned copy of the Demand Draft must

been enclosed along with the e-Bids but the original Demand Draft should
reach the office of Chief Executive Office, IT & Communication

Division Kashmir (Data Center), PDD Complex Bemina upto

06.08.2020; 02.00 P.M.

4. All the e-Bids must be accompanied by the scanned copy of EMD in the
form of CDR/FDR/Bank Guarantee only, pledged to the Chief Executive
Officer, Office of the Chief Executive Officer, IT & C division (KPDCL)
and payable at Srinagar. No Interest would be payable on Earnest
Money deposited with the Department.

a. Hard Copy of original instrument of EMD shall be submitted to the Chief
Executive Officer, IT & Communication Division Kashmir (Data Center),
PDD Complex Bemina upto 06.08.2020; 02.00 P.M.

b. The date and time of opening of Financial-Bids shall be notified On Web
Site http://jktenders.gov.in. This shall be conveyed to the qualified bidders
automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The
Financial- bids shall be opened accordingly online on the same Web Site
at the office of the Chief Executive Officer, IT & C Division (KPDCL)

5.  The e-Bids will be electronically opened in the presence of bidder’s repre-

sentatives, who choose to attend at the identified venue on indicated date

and time mentioned in the above table or any subsequent day to the con-
venience of the Tender Opening Committee. An authority letter of bidder's
representative will be required to be produced.

6. The Department reserves the right to cancel any or all the e-Bids/ the e-

Bid process without assigning any reason thereof. The decision of depart-

ment will be final and binding.

7. In the event of date specified for e-Bids opening being declared a holi-

day/closed day for department’s office then the due date for opening of e-

Bids shall be the following working day at the appointed time and place.

8. All the required documents excluding Price Schedule/BOQ should be

uploaded by the e-Bidder electronically in the PDF format, whereas Price

Schedule/BOQ should be uploaded electronically in the same BOQ sheet

provided with the SBD.

9.  To participate in e-bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature

Certificate (DSC)’ Class llI (b) as per Information Technology Act-2000, to

participate in online bidding.

Hard copy of Technical & Commercial bid documents (complete) must be

delivered to the office of Chief Executive Officer, IT & Communication

Division Kashmir (Datacenter), PDD Complex Bemina upto

06.08.2020; 02.00 P.M. in sealed covers.

The sealed cover shall be super scribed as “Technical & Commercial

Bid” against NIT No. CEO/IT & C/01 of 2020 Dated: 09.07.2020

The name of the bidder and NIT No. shall be clearly written on the

cover.

It may be noted that the hard copy should be an exact replica of the

uploaded offer documents. For evaluation purposes the uploaded

offer documents will be treated as authentic and final. The hardcopy
shall be used only for reference purpose.

Other details can be found in the standard bidding document.

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer
IT & C Division KPDCL

11.

No: CEO/IT & C/292-95
Dated: 09.07.2020

DIPK-NB-1369
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THE PFLNJAB STATE CODFERATIVE MILK PRODUCERS FEDERATION LTO, S50 153-155, SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH-16002Z

Maice Inviling Tendar
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r Dadnt . o | sehdmrhating
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Sl. No| Tender Inviting Authority Specification No. Total
1 CE/MM M.09, M.10 2
2 CE/MTPS-II (06 Due Date Extension) 1
{Z} TAMIL NADU TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LTD.
3 | se/Transmission-Il | T-2156, T-2157 | 2

For details of works/Procurement/Due date of submission/opening, viewing
and downloading of e-tenders, please visit websites : www.tangedco.gov.in,
www.tantransco.gov.in, www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.tntenders.gov.in nicgep/app

DIPR/ 2626 /Tender/2020

BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD

[Pavar Wing)

CORAIGENDUES = MOTICE INWITING E-TERDER

E-MMTMa.: (MIBEME, PPH Derled | 09 0E.5030

Mame of Office: Superiniending Enpirasr, Pong Posar Howsa Chrde, BENE

(P, Tatwam

Memeed work: Pricemsien| of Grindma'Wheel, Desss, Dapraseed sulbng s,

Emery pages, Emany cioch, of diflarent sizes as per (Srnere-E) for Iha Fing

Power House, locafed i Himachal Pradesh, Bhaea Power Mowse, Kangal,

Gasgumal & Kotk Fowe Hogea, Gang owsl 2nd Fanipal

Documents Downdcad Stad daie & Hma) 10,0630 from 1803 Hrs.
s 0 T WL IR

Documents Drenicad End date & B | 03,08.2020 wp 1o 15,00 Hrs.

Las Ciate & Time of Oeline Bid Scbmission] 17.08 2000 up lo 1500 Hre.

'D&I:r.rﬁ'l'lmu of Online Ell:f ':h!nlng_ |‘!E_I]§._E[|__E-ﬂ_al‘_l_i'_@ﬂ"_

Fior Cofaled NIT & Camast Monay 10 be deposieg pleeea visl BAME websiia |
wiwm bbb bepric a56 procure. com & wwe bbb gavin.
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Far Your Betirer Toenomow Sava Esargy

%R WHK | Government of India, 3iReT R%mT / Department of Space
Feat-qdl e 3wanT &% / North Eastern Space Applications Centre

3% / Umiam - 793103, A=re@ / Meghalaya, Tel: 0364-2570774
Email: : cmd.nesac@nesac.gov.in, cmdnesac@gmail.com

e ga=i1/ E-TENDERING NOTICE
fAdes wasds o Pefaf@a s & v siaesa arg-a3 3t
U § /Director, NESAC invites online item-rate tenders for the
following work :

Providing RR masonry foundation for the
proposed compound wall in the newly
acquired land at NESAC, Umiam.

ERGIGE I 9. / E-Tender Notice No.
NESAC/DIR/CMD/174/2020 aq.ﬁ/ dated
14.07.2020

T4 BTTH /Name of work

TSI ST INIT No.

fifder cwmRw seEs
H B 3@ /Period
during which tender
document can be
downloaded.

deft wsteRr

Clarification

ffder wra &= @t sifaw
fafyr ok 979 /Last date
and time for receipt of
tenders

ffaer @i 91 fafy sk
HHY /Due date and time of
Opening of tenders.

ffaer sem & Rig & 7
RN / Amount put to
tender

3THSI/EMD %/Rs.36,000/-
HFA fqeRoT & PUAT www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO,

2

http://www.nesac.gov.in T ST . feu= /aRfRrse afe i g ar ag &
AR Telsdish qadTse & &1 Tehrila & ST /For further detail kindly
visit www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO, http://www.nesac.gov.in.

Corrigendum/Addendum if any will be published in website only.

&&ar / Sdi-
s, wasdw/Director, NESAC

Dehradun.

Ph : 0135-3051503 email: dlr‘itda-uk@nic.in

e-Tender
Tender No. 05/e-ITDA-PRJ/DEPT/1/2020-
PROJECT Date: 30 June 2020
Selection of Service Provider for CCTV
Installations and Horizontal Connectivity for
Udham Singh Nagar Police
CORRIGENDUM - |

A Corrigendum has been uploaded on procurement
portal https://www.uktenders.gov.in in regarding
changes in tender dates.
All other terms and conditions will remain the same
as per ternder documents. DIRECTOR

[ PARADIF PORT TRUST

16.07.2020 ¥ 30.07.2020 A&
16.07.2020t0 30.07.2020

16.07.2020 ¥ 29.07.2020 T 16.07.2020 to
29.07.2020

Bid

31.07.2020 %1 11:00 TS A%
31.07.2020 upto 11:00hrs

31.07.2020H1 11:30 9 &
31.07.2020 from 11:30hrs

%/Rs. 18.00 lakhs

feeii® / Dated: 15.07.2020

Information Technology
Development Agency (ITDA)
Department of IT,
Government of Uttarakhand
IT Bhawan, Plot No. IT-07, IT Park,

Sahastradhara Ro:

EFABX MO 0172-5041812-66
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bazz Financial i E-NOTICE OF INVITATION TENDER
Fa, R — o | e o =t ettt '“-']'E 2':“':' ||I:|:ESI:IF'LI_ Divisional Railway Manager, N.W. Rly.
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uasarecepbls natedal o o lime berda g e 1300PM | DR E‘I:l!!l] i 1111580 India invites sealed open tender for the
Financial 81 following works on the date shown as
0404 2020 at [3 19 FM below. Tender No. : S&T/BKN/ET181,
T | Purchasa o LCPE Cazs BAF., 10k erd 2 LE Arersal Bals Conbad = - - 20U 25 ram 010420 Toshnkzal Bl Name of work with its location : S&T
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8 WT 15 WT ard 30 KT Truck dor e (ko] P20 2T, S0 From 1200 P apio 11:554K (200 P
Transecriaen of Yada Products from Wik Flanl, )
Chardigarh In tha Depals f=. Balsinda, EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY
Jebiter, Lochiana and Mobek, i e st of E-tender Notice
Prgas, Hinware, Hiverdul Fradecch SGK, Dald, e-tender No. 01-SDOM-DDU-20-23.
mm_m:_ Hasdeewt, Amjiten, Guowihad, Particulars are as under:
Litwahard & User Fiadish, Roorkeaalo (1) Name of the work with its location :
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Tender Oizening

Tendier Cost
[Rz|

Leaf Duin £ Tine ol
Babimibaion of Tasdina

"Outsourcing of new Guard Running
room no. 17 at DDU for 03 Years (1095
Days)". (2) Approx. cost of work : Rs.
2,01,97,146.93 (3) Earnest Money :

Rs. 2,51,000/- (4) Date & Time for
submission of tender & closing of
tender : From 22/07/2020 up to closing
of tender at 15:00 hrs. on 05/08/2020.
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Railways or Central or State
Government or Public Sector
Undertaking (PSUs)." (6) Website
particulars where tender document
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is available : IREPS website
www.ireps.gov.in.

Sr. Divisional Operations Manager/DDU
PR/0438/DDU/Optg./T/20-21/32

el Misia s (PLW PURC HASE]

New Delhi



Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd.,

Victoria Park, Meerut

TENDER DATE EXTENSION NOTICE
The Date of opening of tender specification no. PVVNL-MT/COM/01/20-21 for supply of 1500 nos.
11 KV CTs (Different ratios) is hereby extended from 14.07.2020 to 13.08.2020. Time of opening
tender and other terms & conditions shall remain unchanged.
For detailed information please log on www.pvvnl.org & E-Tendering website
www.etender.up.nic.in till the date of submission of bids. Superintending Engineer (Commercial)
"Help line Number for Information of Theft of Electricity: "1800-180-3002 (Meerut) & 9412207451"
Remark www.etender.up.nic.in

Sd/-

Superi i i (C )
For Managing Director
“SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION”
A 5858 faAi: 15.7.20

UJVN LIMITED

H.O.: “Ujjawal” Maharani, Bagh, GMS Road,
Dehradun - 248006 (Tel: 0135 -2763508 Fax 2763507)

qHid: 435 Tender Notice fa1i®: 14.07.2020
Office of Executive Engineer (M&G), Dhalipur Power House invites sealed
tenders from interested parties. Brief summary of tender is geven below:
Tender No.: 04,05 & 06/EE/M&G/DLR/2020-21

Name of the Work: (i) AMC including supply of spares of Litostroj make
Governors (ii) Repairing and Overhauling of one number Tripple Screw
Governor Oil Pump (iii) AMC of colony electrical works including
Operation & Maintenance of Tube well

Estimated Cost: (Rs) 7,70,000/-, 3,00,000/-, 24,17,207/- (GST Extra)
Date of availability of bid document :15-07-2020 from 17:00Hrs
Last Date for submission of tender : 06-08-2020 up to 16:00 Hrs
For fuller & further details, kindly visit our website. The tender documents

can be downloaded from the Nigam’s website www.ujvnl.com
(Executive Engineer)
“ Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”
HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED
(“A State Govt. Undertaking”) CORRIGENDUM -2
(e-tendering Mode only) "
Tel/lFAX :- 01907-262596 | Email — sedphel@gmail.com
The date of sale and opening of tender for Supply, installation , testing and
commissioning of 50 kVA Diesel Generator set for (3x5.65 MW) Andhra
Power House, Chirgaon, Distt. Shimla (H.P.) is hereby extended as per the
following schedule

Request/Issue for online
tender documents

From 06.06.2020 (10.00Hrs.) to
22.07.2020 (17.00Hrs)

Last date of submission

of online tender: Up to 24.07.2020 (11.00 Hrs)

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, JULY 16,2020

JAIPUR METRO RAIL CORPORATION LIMITED

Directorate of Operations & Systems

Room No. 317, 3rd Floor, Admin Building, Metro Depot, Bhrigu Path,
Mansarovar, Jaipur-302020 Tel. No. 0141-2822123, (O) Email: dgmsnt@jaipurmetrorail.com

No. F2(38)/JMRC/O&S/S&T/VRLA BATTERY/2019-20 Date: 13-07-2020
NOTICE INVITING BID
JMRCinvites bids from the eligible contractors/suppliers for "Supply, Installation,
Testing, Commissioning & Dismantling of Maintenance Free Valve Regulated
Lead Acid Batteries for UPS and SMPS Installed at JMRC" with Estimated Cost
%1,27,62,313, UBN No: JMR2021GLOB00022. Scheduled of Submission: 10.08.2020
at 1500 Hrs. Please visit websites http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in,
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in or http://transport.rajasthan.gov.in/jmrc for Bid

document, Corrigendum/clarification/addendum.
Raj.Samwad/C/20/2273 DIRECTOR (0O&S)

HEHOT IR, w1, YRR VG ARMRRS GHI— YR Al

R MUMBAI METROPOLITAN REGION
HMADA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
(A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking)
MMRDA New Building, Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra (East),
Mumbai- 400 051 Website : https://mmrda.maharashtra.gov.in
Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority invites
application from eligible and experienced candidates for the post
of “Chief, Transport & Communications” in the Pay Matrix
Level - S-29 Rs.131100-216600 on Selection basis. For detailed
advertisement viz. eligibility criteria, Terms & Conditions and other
instructions, please visit https://mmrda.maharashtra.gov.in
Sd/-
( R.A Rajeev)
Metropolitan Commissioner

Date : 16/07/2020

Fulrani

Place : Mumbai M.M.R.D.A.
‘}3 EHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD
oy tPﬂ'ﬂ'E’I’ Winq}
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24.07.2020 (15.00 Hrs)

The detailed tender notification can be viewed/downloaded free of cost
from website: http://www.tenderwizard.com/hpsebl and tender document
can be had after making prescribed payment. Any clarification/amendment
shall be uploaded on the above web site.

(Partap Thakur)
Save Energy for the
Benefit of Self and Nation

Date of opening of Tender-

Superintending Engineer(Designs)
Power House Electrical,
HPSEB Ltd. Sundernagar
Distt. Mandi (HP)-175019
=== WETIY YA SBREEE SqAie M feifies
," ==_—_ MAHARASHTRA RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE
ﬁ DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED
I 5 (VERTE AXHREAT ST Ied HATAT WFd SUHH)

MRIDC
(A Joint Venture of Govt. of Maharashtra and Ministry of Railways)

Notice Inviting E-Tender
E-Tender No. : MRIDC/PROJ/e-TENDER/EW/2020/67

MRIDC is inviting e-bids in two packet system from eligible
bidders for the work mentioned below :
Name of Work : Construction of all Civil works upto formation
level including dismantling of existing Narrow Gauge Line,
Earthwork, Blanketing, Major & Minor Bridges, Road Under
Bridges (RUB) / Limited Height Subway (LHS), Retaining
Walls, Drains, Ground Improvement Works, Cement Concrete
Lining, Cross Drainage Works, Relocation of Existing Roads &
Utilities, Providing & Fixing of Over Head Equipment Mast etc.
from Chainage (-) 1.214 Km to Chainage 30.00 Km and all
Chord Lines, Shunting, Isolations / Sand Hump / Cross Overs
etc. in all the station yards in connection with Gauge
Conversion work between Nagbhir to Bhiwapur Section in
Nagpur Division of South East Central Railway. Estimated
Cost : ¥ 151,57,70,058/-. Completion Period : 300 Days.
Last Date and Time for Submission of Bids : 18/08/2020 up
to 15:00 hrs.
The detail e-tender notice is uploaded online. Interested bidders
who wish to participate should visit www.maharail.com or
www.tenderwizard.com/MAHARAIL to bid their offer.
Any corrigendum / addendum to this notice will be uploaded on
the above-mentioned websites only.

MANAGING DIRECTOR

T RAJASTHAN STATE POLLUTION
W CONTROL BOARD

Phone: + 91-0141 5159802, EPBAX 5159600, 5159699, FAX: + 91-0141 5159694-97
Website: http://www.rpcb.nic.in, email: member-secretary @rpcb.nic.in
NIB NO. F-11(592) RSPCB/LAB/INSTRUMENTS/2020-21/01, Dated 09.07.2020
1. Online Bidsare invited by Rajasthan State Pollution Control Board, Jaipur from
manufacturers/authorized dealers in India and Abroad for the supply of Laboratory Instruments
/ Equipments as mentioned below:-

S. No Name of ltems Qty
1 Autoclave 12
2 Bacteriological Incubator 12
3 BOD Incubator 12
4 COD Digester with Air Condensers 14
5 Conductivity Meter (Bench Top Model) 12
6 Deep Freezer 16
7 Digital Portable Barometer 17
8 Dissolved Oxygen (DO) Meter 6
9 Filtration assembly with suction system for Suspended Solids 1
10 Flame Photometer 6
1 Fume Hood 21
12 Global Position System (GPS) 17
13 Heating Mantle of 1 kW 32
14 High Volume Air Sampler 34
15 |Hot Air Oven 12
16 Hot Plate with Magnetic Stirrer 17
17 |Laminar Air Flow 6
18  |Muffle Furnace 11
19 Multi Parameter Water Quality Analyzer Kit 16
20 Noise Level Meter 32
21 Orsat Gas Apparatus 17
22 pH meter Bench type 13
23 Portal Petrol Engine Generator (3 KVA) 32
24 |Respirable Dust Samplers 40
25  |Semi Micro Balance 23
26 Specific lon Meter (lon Analyzer) 6
27 Stack Monitoring Kit 21
28  |Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen Analyzer (TKN) 6
29  |Turbidity Meter (Bench Top Model) 6
30 UV-Visible Spectrophotometer (PC Controlled) 7
31 Visible Spectrophotometer 14
32 Water Bath (Thermostatic) 7
33 Water Double Distillation Unit 1"
34 Washer (Laboratory Glassware) 18

Total Quantity = 537 Nos.

2. Important Steps / Dates:-

S. Particulars
No.
1. |Name and Address of Procuring
entity

Date/Place/Amount in Rs.

Member Secretary, Rajasthan State Pollution Control Board,
4, Institutional Area, Paryavaran Marg, Jhalana Doongari,
Jaipur - 302004

Supply of Instrument / Equipments For Central and Regional
Laboratories of Rajasthan State Pollution Control Board.

2. |Title of Procurement

3. |Bid Procurement Single Stage:- Technical Bid in one cover / envelope and
financial bid in the other cover / envelope.
http://eproc.rajashtan.gov.in., https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in/
http://www.environment.rajasthan.gov.in. However, bid is to be
submitted only through the website
http://eproc.. 1.gov.in or https:,
631.67 Lac

12.64 Lac (Rounded)

4. |Website for downloading bidding
documents, corrigendum'’s,
addendums etc.

1an.gov.in.

5. |Estimated Tender Cost

6. |Amount in Rs of EMD in DD/Pay
Order

7.  |Date of Availability of Bid Document
On Website

8.. |Bid Submission Start Date

9. |Last Date of Submission of Bid
10. |Date of Submission of Original
Demand Draft for Bid Security and
Processing Fees at RSPCB HO.
11. |Time/ Date/Place of Opening of
Technical Bid

12. |Time/ Date/Place of Opening of
Financial Bid

13. |Place of Opening of Tehnical
Bid/Financial Bid

14. |Bid Validity

15. |Bid Fee in Favour of Member
Secretary, RSPCB, Jaipur

16. |Processing Fee in Favour of MD,
RISL, Jaipur

10.07.2020, 9:30 am

10.07.2020
10.08.2020, 6:00 pm
10.08.2020, 6:00 pm

Date and Time:- 11.08.2020 at 3:00 pm

Date and Time:- To be communicated later on only to
technically qualified bidders through e-mail only.

4, Institutional Area, Paryavaran Marg, Jhalana Doongari,
Jaipur

120 days from the bid submission deadline.

Rs. 5000/~

Rs. 1000/-

i.  The Member Secretary (Procuring Authority), RSPCB, Jaipur reserves the right to accept
or reject any Bid, and to cancel the bidding process and reject all Bids at any time prior
to award of without any r 3

ii. The detailed terms & conditions with specifications of equipmnets/instruments and bid
document may be down loaded from website. The provsions of RTPP Act, 2012 & Rules, 2013,
there to shall be applicable for this procurement, further move, in case of any incosistency in
any of the provision of this bidding documents with the RTPP Act, 2012, & Rules 2013, there to
the later shall prevail.

UBN PCB 2021 GLOB00014

Sd/-

DIPR/C/5248/2021 Member Secretary
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NORTHERN RAILWAY

PUBLIC NOTICE

Smt. Seema Gulati, W/o Sh. H.K.Gulati, CC/SBB, whose last known address
is V.P.O. is 9/104, Chiranjeev Vihar, Ghaziabad (U.P.) unauthorized absent
from her duty w.e.f. year 2012 to till date. She was issued a major penalty
charge sheet which was acknowledged on 24.07.2015. Since Smt. Seema
Gulati did not attend the enquiry, inquiry officer conducted D&AR Inquiry ex-
parte on the basis of evidence available on record. Copy of inquiry report was
sent to her above address by speed post on 01.10.2019 for comments on
inquiry report followed by a reminder letter dated 20.02.2020, the same was
shown delivered at the address but no comments from you received till.
Therefore, Smt. Seema Gulati is hereby informed through this public notice
that if she desires to say anything about the D&AR proceeding against her,
she may do so within 15 days. If she requires any documents for this purpose,
she may contact Chief Office Superintendent/ Commercial/ Divisional
Railway Manager Office, New Delhi for the same. If no response is received
from her within 15 days, ex-parte decision will be taken by Disciplinary
Authority against her on the basis of evidence available onrecord.  1559/20

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

BY PUBLIC AUCTION

Two Maruti Sx4 Vxi Car Make 2009 would be
sold by public auction at Armed Forces
Tribunal (Principal Bench), West Block-8,
Sector-1, Opp. Mohan Singh Market, R.K.
Puram, New Delhi-110066 on 06th Aug, 2020
(Thursday) at 1200 hrs.
Security Deposit - Rs. 5000/- per Car
(Refundable).
Successful bidder shall deposit the full bid
amount (including GST) immediately and take
delivery of the vehicle, on “as it is where it is
basis’.
T&C are available at www.aftdelhi@nic.in
Deputy Director (A)

m GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA =TT n il <

OFFICE OF THE
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
ELECTRICAL CIRCLE (R&B)

NIRMAN SOUDHA BHUBANESWAR

E-mail seec.bbsr2010 @ gmail.com

Bid Identification No. S.E.E.C (R&B) 6/2020-21.
No. 1254 /Date 06.07.2020

The Superintending Engineer, Electrical Circle (R&B) Odisha,
Bhubaneswar on behalf of the Governor of Odisha invites
percentage rate bids VRF Air Conditioning system and Lift works
to be received in online bidding, double cover system as detailed
in: https://tendersorissa.gov.in. The details of bid documents will
be available in the above website from 5.00 P.M. of 15.07.2020 to
5:00 P.M. of 30.07.2020. The bidders must possess compatible
Digital Signature Certificate of Class Il or Ill. Bids received online
shall be opened at 11:30 A.M. of 31.07.2020 in the Office of the
Superintending Engineer, Electrical Circle (R&B) Odisha,
Bhubaneswar. Further details can be seen from the e-
procurement portal www.tendersorissa.gov.in.
Addendum / Corrigendum, if required, will be available only in the
Website.

-

B-148

Sd/-

(Er. Gauranga Charan Sahu)
Superintending Engineer

Electrical Circle (R&B) Odisha, BBSR
OIPR- 34006/11/0008/2021

Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd.,

Victoria Park, Meerut

TENDER DATE EXTENSION NOTICE
The Date of opening of tender specification no. PVVNL-MT/COM/20/19-20 for supply of 500 nos. 33
KV TVM Cat-C Meter is hereby extended from 14.07.2020 to 29.07.2020. Time of opening tender
and other terms & conditions shall remain unchanged.
For detailed information please log on www.pvvnl.org & E-Tendering website
www.etender.up.nic.in till the date of submission of bids. Superintending Engineer (Commercial)
"Help line Number for Information of Theft of Electricity: "1800-180-3002 (Meerut) & 9412207451"
Remark www.etender.up.nic.in

Sd/-
Superi i ineer (C ial)
For Managing Director
“SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION”

THA: 5857 fAR: 15.7.20

Government of Odisha
“@” Procurement Notice
WORKS DEPARTMENT

Bid Identification No. S.E.K.C., Keonjhar No. 02/2020-21
e-mail: sekcpwd_keonjhar@yahoo.com
Letter No. 1755 dt. 08.07.2020

No of the work:- 04 Nos Building Works

Estimated cost:- Rs. 112.19 Lakhs to Rs. 451.84 Lakhs

3. Period of completion:- 09 (Nine) Calendar Months to 11
(Eleven) Calendar Months

4. Date and Time of availability of Bid document in the portal:-
From 11.00 Hours of 21.07.2020 to 16.00 Hours of 04.08.2020

5. Last date / Time for receipt of bids in the portal:- 16.00 Hours
of 04.08.2020.

6. Date of opening of Bid from Portal:- 12.00 Hours on 05.08.2020

7. Name and address of the officer inviting Bid:- Superintending
Engineer, Keonjhar (R&B) Circle, Keonjhar- 758001.

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal

“http://tendersodisha.gov.in”

B-152

N —

Superintending Engineer
Keonjhar (R&B) Circle, Keonjhar
OIPR- 34033/11/0002/2021

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, RURAL WORKS DIVISION
TAWANG ARUNACHAL PRADESH
PRESS RELEASE

Executive Engineer, Rural Works Division, Tawang invites on behalf of Governor of Arunachal Pradesh sealed item rate tenders
from approved and eligible Contractors registered with CPWD/ PWD/NBC C etc domiciled within the territorial jurisdiction of
constituency of Lumla, Tawang and Mukto Assembly constituency as per Arunachal Pradesh District Based territorial jurisdiction
(Incentive, development & Promotional) Act 2015 for below mentioned works. Subject to availability of Fund from State

Government,
Time Last Time/ |Time anfl date of| Cost of Bid | Class
N § K Cost of ** Earnest All df date for opening of Document | of
ame of wor - owed for . -
Construction Money completion submission Technical/ (non- cont-
of bids Financial Bid |refundable)|ractor
(1) (2 (3) 4 (5) (6) () (8)
C/o MODEL
RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL 08.08.2020,
AT GOVT. SEC. Rs. Rs. 24 04.08.2020 1030 Hrs & Rs. Class-|
SCHOOL, MUKTO IN |35,64,700,00.00(35,65,700,00| months 4.30 PM 10.08.2020, 15000.00
MUKTO-BONGKAR 1030 Hrs
MCA TAWANG.

2. The bidders are required to pay the cost of bid document in

scheme.

PM.

line of credit, (h) original copy of power of attorney (POA)

the form of demand draft/cash towards the cost of bid document

drawn in the favour of EE, RWD Tawang 790104, payable at SBI, Tawang for amount (non-refundable) as shown above

3. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The bid document is available at office of the Executive Engineer
Rural Works Division Tawang, PO+PS+Distt. -Tawang Arunachal Pradesh from 15/08/2020 10.30 A.M to 04/08/2020 till 4.30

4. Submission of Original Documents: The bidders are required to submit (a) Original Earnest Money in approved form (b)
original solvency certificate on the letter head from nationalized bank (c) original class Registration and (d) original affidavit
regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provisions of Clause 4.4 B.a (ii) of ITB (f) original
documents viz. RC book, invoice, sale deed, uptodate insurance premium paid receipt in support of owning road construction
machinaries as stated in the SBD, (g) original certificate on the letter head from nationalized bank as evidence of access to

agreement in case project is executed by attorney holderto the

Superintending Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Rupa, Arunachal Pradesh , two working days before the opening of technical
Bid, by hand, failing which the bids shall be declared non-responsive. After verification, original documents of road
machinaries class registration certificate and power of attorney (POA) agreement shall be released and the rest documents

shall be retained.
5. The site for the work is available.

on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will

of works and its surroundings including source of principal
the bid.

aforesaid before submission of the tender or engagement
12.

information related to the tender.

* To be filled by the authority inviting tender.
** Earnest money is 1% of the estimated cost, rounded
to the nearest thousand for A PST Contractors.

DIPR/ARN-10583-85

6. The bids must be submitted physically in tender box marked for MODEL RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL, MOKTO, 2020-2021 at
Superintending Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Rupa. The technical qualification First cover of the bids will be opened at 1030
Hours (time) on 08.08.2020 and if qualifies then Second cover Financial bid will be opened at 1030 Hours on 10.08.2020
(date) by the authorized officers i.e.Chief Engineer(W/Z), Rural Works Department, ltanagar. If the office happens to be closed

be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.

7. The bid for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period of 90 (ninety) days from the date of opening of bids. If
any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid before the said period the earnest money shall stand forfeited.
8. It is compulsory for the Bidder, at his own cost, responsibility and risk, to visit, examine and familiarize himself with the site

materials, earth, water, sand, aggregates etc. before submitting

9. Bidders may bid for any one or more of the works mentioned in the Table above. To qualify for a package of contracts made
up of this and other contracts for which bids are invited in the same SBD, the bidder must demonstrate having experience
and resources sufficient to meet the aggregate of the qualifying criteria for the individual contracts.

10. A bidder shall not be permitted to bid for works in the Circle responsible for award and execution of contracts in which his
or his spouse's near relative (defined as first blood relations, and their spouses) is posted as Divisional Accountant or as an
officer in any capacity between the grades of Superintending Engineer and Assistant Engineer (both inclusive).

11. No Engineer of Gazetted rank or other Gazetted officer employed in Engineering or Administrative duties in an Engineering
Department of the State Government is allowed to work as a Contractor for a period of two years after his retirement from
Government service, without Government permission. This contract is liable to be cancelled if either the Contractor or any
of his employees is found any time to be such a person who had not obtained the permission of the Government as

in the Contractor's service.

Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The Employer shall not be held liable for any delays due to system
failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any bid updates, The Employer shall
not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders' responsibility to verify the website for the latest

13. The undersigned has right to extend or cancel the tender without declaring any reason.
14. Any kind of tempering of BOQ by the bidder will cause his bid to be disqualified and rejected .

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
Rural Works Division
Tawang
Arunachal Pradesh
for and on behalf of
HE Governor of Arunachal Pradesh

ing
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COVID-19 IMPACT ON GENERAL INSURANCE INDUSTRY

Insurance: Health overtakes motor biz flags over lack of info on investment

returns, files lost in December fire

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI JULY 15

THE COVID-19 pandemic is
changing the dynamics of the
general insurance industry, with
health insurance overtaking the
motor insurance business for the
first time ever to emerge as the
largest portfolio in the first two
months of this fiscal year.

The health segment has con-
tributed 36 per cent (30 per centin
the year-ago period) of the do-
mestic general insurance pre-
mium with premium income of
Rs 9,122 crore during April-May
in 2020-21 as against Rs 8,484
crore ayear ago, while motor port-
folio at Rs 6,753 crore has seenits
market share shrink to 26 per cent
(37 per centin the year ago period)
inthe same period fromRs 10,511

The health segment has
contributed 36% of the
domestic general
insurance premium
with premium income
0f 39,122 crore during
April-May in FY21

crore last year, according to data
from General Insurance Council.
This comes amid the lockdown-
induced slide in car sales during
this period, which has impacted
fresh premium inflows in the mo-
tor segment.

During fiscal2019-20, the mo-
tor business generated Rs 69,208
crore of premium income while
health was only Rs 51,637 crore.
Vehicle sales fell a massive 75 per

Exports, imports fall for 4th
month in June, but trade
turns surplus after a decade

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

FOR THE first time in a decade,
India clocked a surplus in its mer-
chandise trade, exporting $0.79
billion more than it had imported
in June. Imports experienced a
steeper drop than exports, which
continued to decline during the
ongoing pandemic,as per Ministry
of Commerce and Industry data.

“Thisis the first timein the last
decade thatIndiaisanetexporter,”
stated the Ministry.

India’sgoods exports declined
12.41 per cent to $21.91 billion in
June from $25.01 billion in the
same period lastyear duetoadrop
in shipments of major commodi-
ties like engineering goods and
gems and jewellery. Imports, on

Air India to send
certain employees
on leave without
pay for up to 5 yrs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

AIR INDIA has started the
process of identifying employ-
ees, based on various factors like
efficiency, health and redun-
dancy, who will be sent on com-
pulsory leave without pay for up
to 5 years, as per an official order.

The airline’s board of direc-
tors have authorised its CMD
Rajiv Bansal to send employees
on LWP “for six months or for a
period of two years extendable
upto five years, depending upon
factors like suitability, efficiency,
and competence.

—— BRIEFLY —

FinMin clarifies

onsanitizers

New Delhi: The Centre said
sanitizers are disinfectants,
which attract 18 per cent
duty under GST regime.

Moratoriumon

dutiesone-com

New Delhi: India asked WTO
members to “urgently” re-
consider continuation of
moratoriumon customs du-
ties on e-commerce trade.

Infosys Q1 net
profitup12.4%

New Delhi: Infosys’ Q1 con-
solidated net profitrose 12.4
per cent to Rs 4,272 crore.

Maruti, Toyota
recallcars

New Delhi: Maruti Suzuki
and Toyota are recalling over
1.41 lakh units of three cars
toreplace fuel pumps. PTI

Central Bank
cutsMCLR

New Delhi: Central Bank of
India has cut its MCLR by 10
bps across all tenors. ENS

Riskto |
industrial
activity

EXPLAINED

THE STEEP decline inim-
port of goods used in
manufacturing activity
may impact industrial
activity here.

the other hand, declined 47.59 per
cent to $21.11 billion from $40.29
billion over the same period.

Imports of petroleum, crude
and their products dropped 55.29
per cent to $4.93 billion from
$11.03 billion. Exports of com-
modities like gems and jewellery
dropped 50.06 per cent, and
readymade garments of all textiles
around 34.84 per cent.

centin the April-June period of the
FY21 due to the lockdown. The
health insurance segment,onthe
other hand, has grownin the June
quarter, mainly due to increased
awareness level about health in-
surance amid pandemic,and s set
to grow faster in the coming
months, said aninsurance official.

Insurance regulator Irdai has
mandated all the 30 general and
healthinsurerstostart offering in-
dividual COVID-19-specific
standard health policy called
‘Corona Kavach’.

As COVID-19 has pushed the
sale of health covers in the coun-
try, the role of six standalone
healthinsurers and general insur-
ers has been prominent in main-
taining the premium growth, both
for the month of June and for the
June quarter. “These products are
timely and will meet the require-

Goyal, Ross
discuss trade,
cooperation

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

ments of all, especially of the vul-
nerable population,” said Shreeraj
Deshpande, COO, Future Generali
IndiaInsurance. The recent trends
have been positive as economic
activity restarted in several parts
of the country.

The domestic general insur-
ance industry, led by state-owned
New India Assurance (NIA), has
returned to positive growth tra-
jectory in premium income in
June, after continuously recording
negative growth in March, April
and May.June witnessed mid and
large private sector companies —
which had recorded a negative
premium growthin the last three
months of March, April and May
— return to the positive growth
path. However, for the first quarter
ended June, the industry with 33
players has remained in the neg-
ative zone inits premiumincome.

Theindustry has seenan 8 per
centyear-on-year (y-o-y)growth
in June (at Rs13,961 crore)m but
has recorded a degrowth of 4.24
per cent y-0-y in June quarter (at
Rs39,392 crore), according todata
from Irdai.

Leading PSU general insurers,
NIA and United India, have gained
market share while the two
largest private sector general in-
surers have lost the market share.
NIA has seen its market share
spurting to 19.11 per cent in the
June quarter (Q1) of FY 2020-21
from 17.38 per centin the year-ago
period, while ICICI Lombard
General Insurance, the largest pri-
vate sector company, has seen its
market share falling from 8.49 per
centin Q1 FY 2019-20 to 8.40 per
centin Q1 FY 2020-21.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

Govt has chosen a staggered
approach: Expenditure Secy on

relief measures,

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

US COMMERCE Secretary
Wilbur Ross discussed the po-
tential of collaboration between
India and the United Statesinar-
eas of pharmaceuticals, medical
equipment and their associated
supply chains during the US-
India CEOs Forum on Tuesday,
chaired by Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal and him, as per a
Ministry release.

Goyal emphasised the im-
portance of small businesses in
the economies of both countries
and the need to increase em-
ployment and skilling.

Tata Sons chairman N
Chandrasekaran highlighted the
need for a Free Trade Agreement
between India and the US.

THE CENTRE has chosen to pro-
vide income supportand other re-
lief measuresinastaggered man-
nerrather than givingitinone go,
as it is not clear for how long the
impact of the pandemic will last,
TV Somanathan, Expenditure Se-
cretary, said Wednesday. Respon-
dingtovarious suggestions during
a panel discussion, he said it wo-
uld be a mistake to overhaul the
entire welfare system especially
during the time of the pandemic.

“Do you make your decisions
in one big announcement or do
youmake announcementsininst-
alments as the situation evolves?
We have chosen thelatter;” he said
at a webinar organised by Natio-
nal Council of Applied Economic

income support

Research on learnings about
India’s safety net during the pan-
demic and economic shutdown.

Inavideo message at the eve-
nt, Nobel Laureate Abhijit Baner-
jeeargued thereisaneed torethi-
nk India’s entire welfare system
and toaddressissues faced by mi-
grant workers. He stressed that
the income support provided by
the government to poor needs to
be enhanced significantly. “The
amounts are wrong, the amount
of relief should be bigger, asit’s go-
ingtobe along and painful recov-
ery,” hesaid.

Former Reserve Bank of India
Governor Raghuram Rajan said
the Centre should not confuse be-
tween relief, repair and stimulus
which are required for the econ-
omy at this juncture, which neces-
sitates that fiscal response should
be larger.

International market data till 1900 IST

EPFO Board members raise red

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

THE CENTRAL Board of Trustees
(CBT)of the retirement fund bodly;,
Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO), is locked in
an internal tussle. Several mem-
bers have flagged concerns about
the inadequate sharing of infor-
mation about the Fund’s invest-
ments, delays in approval for the
interest rate for2019-20,and alack
of disclosures regarding a fire inci-
dent in the vigilance wing of the
EPFO headquarters in Delhi that
took place in December last year,
three Board members said.

A section of the members are
learnt to have demanded a white
paper from the EPFO headquarters
on the investment pattern of the
Fund inthe last few months, espe-
cially to ascertain the impact on
the equity-linked investments af-
ter the outbreak of the COVID-19
pandemic. The concerns about the
Fund's earnings and surplus have
also risen on account of the huge
number of withdrawals by the
subscribers in the special facility
that was announced by the gov-
ernment in March.

Adetailed action-taken report
about the fire incident has also
been sought, with one of the Board

OTHER DEMANDS

HSome of the members
have sought details
about the expenditure
under the PM Garib
Kalyan Yojanaand
whether the expenses
have been reimbursed
by the government to
the EPFO.

members having written a letter
tothe EPFO headquarters express-
ing displeasure about the non-
communication to the Board
members about the incident.

“Many members over the last
few months have been asking sev-
eral questions from the EPFO
headquarters about the invest-
ments, theinterest rate, the firein-
cidentand the expenses under the
PM Garib Kalyan Yojana. But de-
tails are not being shared clearly
with the Board members. This is
public money and some bit of ac-
countability needs to be there,”
one of the Board members repre-
senting employees said.

With the Finance Ministry not
ratifying the 8.5 per cent EPFinter-
estrate for2019-20, which was rec-
ommended by the CBTinMarch,a
rate review is being worked upon,

with theratelikely to be cut, an of-
ficial said. “The Finance Ministry
has not ratified the 8.5 per centin-
terest rate. The reconsideration of
theinterest rate requiresameeting
of CBT. Due to the pandemic, a
meeting could not be convened
earlier but will be held soon,
whereinarate review decision will
be taken,” the official said.

Before the CBT meeting, a
meeting of the Finance,
Investmentand Audit Committee
(FIAC) has to take place and it is
likely to happen soon, another
Board member representing em-
ployers said.

Query sent by The Indian
Express to the EPFO went unan-
swered.

Some of the members have
also sought details about the ex-
penditure under the PM Garib
Kalyan Yojanaand whether the ex-
penses have been reimbursed by
the government to the EPFO.
Under the scheme, the EPFO is
bearing the 24 per cent contribu-
tion foremployers and employees
for establishments having 100
workers with 90 per cent of them
earning a monthly income of up
toRs 15,000.A senior government
official said Rs 894 crore has been
disbursed under the PM Garib
Kalyan Yojana for the months of
March and April so far.

‘Country of origin’ attribute mandatory for
all your listings: Amazon India tells sellers

New Delhi: Moving towards com-
plying with the go’s “country of
origin” proposal on private e-
commerce sites, Amazon India
Wednesday toldits sellers thatitis
introducing “country of origin” as
amandatory attribute in its cate-
gory listings.Italso told sellers that
failure to pro-
vide the coun-

tribute by August 10 “may lead to
enforcement action, including
suppression of your listing”.

“You will be required to pro-
vide information for “country of
origin” mandatorily for all your
new and existing listings. We urge
youto provide informationonthe

other listing attributes (including
mandatory declarations required
to be provided by you under ap-
plicable law)so that customers get
detailed information about your
product prior to purchase. the e-
commerce company said on its
said on its seller dashboard. ENS

try of origin at-

PM: Mantra to stay relevant
is to skill, re-skill & upskill

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

STATING THAT “skill, re-skill,and upskill” is
the mantra to stay relevant in the rapidly
changing business environment and market
conditions, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Wednesday said it has become more im-
portantin times of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Modi also said the portal to map skilled
workers that has been launched few days
agowould help workers to find work oppor-
tunities, especially those who returned to
villages from cities recently.

“Several people ask me that in today’s
time, business and markets change so fast
that they do not understand how toremain
relevant. In this time of corona, this question
has become even more important. I have
only one answer. The mantra to stay rele-
vantis — skill, re-skill and upskill,” the Prime
Minister said, while addressing a virtual

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
addresses a digital conclave in New
Delhi on Wednesday. P1i video grab

event to mark five years of the Skill India
Mission. At the same event, Minister for Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship
Mahendra Nath Pandey said the govern-
ment has approved the launch of the initial
phase of its flagship skill scheme PMKVY-II,
focused on strengthening of district skill
committees and creation of a demand-
driven ecosystem for targeted training.

CSL to construct two autonomous
electric ferries for ASKO Maritime

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

INDIA'S LARGEST commercial shipbuilder
Cochin Shipyard Ltd (CSL) Wednesday said
ithas signed contracts for constructionand
supply of two autonomous electric ferries to
Norway-based ASKO Maritime, with an op-
tion to build two more identical vessels.
CSLis already constructing 23 hybrid
electricboats for Kochi Water Metro. It won
thisexportorder after detailed evaluation of
various global shipyards and based on its
value proposition to the customer, the
Kochi-based shipbuilder said in a release.
ASKO Maritime AS, the subsidiary group
of NorgesGruppen ASA, is one of the largest
players in the Norwegian retail segment.
Congratulating the company, Union

Shipping Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
tweeted, “Kudos to CSL for grabbing con-
tract to build world’s first fully automatic
electric vessel for ASKO Maritime, Norway
& laying historic milestone in Shipbuilding
Industry! Competing wth various global
shipyards, CSL grabbed contract with its
good credibility & history #MakelnIndia.”
The project, partially funded by the
Norwegian Government, aimed at emis-
sion-free transport of goods across the Oslo
fjord, CSL said. The 67 meter-long vessels
will initially be delivered as a full-electric
transport ferry, powered by 1,846 kWh ca-
pacity battery. After commissioning au-
tonomous equipment and field trials in
Norway, it will operate as a fully au-
tonomous ferry of ASKO that can transport
16 fully loaded Standard EU trailers in one
goacross the fjords, CSLsaid. WITHPTI

Urban telephone subscriber base falls,
rural rises for 2nd month running in Mar

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY15

RISING BY 20 lakh to reach 52.1 crore, the
total number of rural telephone subscribers
inIndia increased for the second month in
arow inMarch, while the number of urban
telephone users fell by 50 lakh to 65.6 crore
during the month, datareleased by Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India(Trai) showed.

Overall, total number of telephone sub-
scribers in the country fell 0.24 per centon

month to 117.7 crore users, as per Trai data.

In February, the urban telephone sub-
scription had declined to 66.1 crore, while
rural telephone subscriber base had risen
1 per cent on month to 51.9 crore users.

The total number of 2G, 3G, and 4G
users gained during February were nearly
pared in March. While February 2020 saw
total number of wireless users rise from
115.6 crore to 116 crore, March saw arever-
sal with the total number of such 2G, 3G,
and 4G users drop back to January 30levels
of 115.7 crore.

i
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E-TEMOER NOTICE
RIICO invites tenders/bids costing more than Rs. 200 lacs through
eproc.rajasthan.gov.in from registered, reputed and experienced
contractors for under mentioned works. As such, this is to inform all the
prospective bidders/contractors registered in appropriate class in any
department or public undertaking of any state in India/GOlI, that they may
download & submit online tenders/bids for following works:

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU
HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT
(CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE) CIRCLE, SALEM
SHORT TENDER NOTICE
TENDER NOTICE NO.14/2020-2021/HDO/DATED: 14.07.2020

For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamilnadu, Percentage tender
through online only will be received upto 03.08.2020 - 15.00 hours by the
Superintending Engineer, (H) C&M, Salem Circle for CRIDP 2020-21 works,
(Package No. 13 & 23) pertaining Salem (H) C&M Division.

Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD, availability of tender
documents and all other details are available from 17.07.2020 onwards in the
Government website https://tntenders.gov.in. If any Changes/Corrections in
the tender, it will be published in the above Government website only.
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3TN & aRTaRT vem TR H wed 9 gferan fmfor Hrd,
wrafelt vd wife feAa e fiert ffor (wd afea) @1 @ |
RDC2021WS0OB00412

Udyog Bhawan, Tilak Marg, Jaipur- 302 005,
Phone : 0141-2227751, 4593201 Fax : 0141-4593210
E - Mail : riico@riico.co.in Website : www.riico.co.in
Raj.Samwad/C/20/2270
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&= BRIDGE & ROOF CD. (INDIA] LTD.

p..n.lll:-n A GOVERWMENT OF IND[2 ENTERPRIZE]
CIN Mo, UZTIL0WBL0 DG 0I00A601
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Sr. | Name of Work Estimated SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (H)
No.| Cost(Rs. DIPR/2640/TENDER/2020 C&M CIRCLE, SALEM
inLacs)
1 | Sr.Regional Manager, Balotra GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU
1.1 | Work of Road & CD work alongwith levelling and plot
demarcation pillars including survey works atl/ABorawas 321.40 H I G HWAYs D E PA RT M E N T

TRICHY (H) NABARD AND RURAL ROADS, CIRCLE

TENDER NOTICE
Tender Notice No0.08/2020-21/SDO/Dated 14.7.2020

For and on behalf of Governor of Tamilnadu percentage
tender will be received by the Superintending Engineer
(H) NABARD & Rural Roads, Circle, Trichy, for Two
Road works under Upgradation of Panchayat /
Panchayat Union Roads / 2020-21 works in respect of
Nagapattinam (H) NABARD & Rural Roads Division upto
14.00 hours on 19.8.2020 through online only.

Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD,
availability of tender documents and all other details are
available from 22.7.2020 onwards in the Government
website http://tntenders.gov.in If any changes /
corrections etc in the tender, it will be published on the
above website only.

Superintending Engineer (H)

DIPR/2641/TENDER/2020 NABARD and Rural Roads Circle, Trichy.

5/53, OMALUR MAIN ROAD, JAGIR AMMAPALAYAM POST, SALEM - 636 302. TAMILNADU
CIN No: U27109TZ1979SGC000834
Phone No. : 0427-2346333, 34 & 2346339 Fax : 0427-2346341.

E-mail : tanmag.purchase@gmail.com Website : www.tanmag.org / www.tanmag.co.in

@ TAMIL NADU MAGNESITE LIMITED @
(A GOVT. OF TAMILNADU UNDERTAKING)

Tender Ref No: 80 /AVT/CONTRACT /01E - 13 E / 2020-22

Sealed Tenders are invited from the reputed contractors who are having enough Machinery, Vehicles

Transports (Own/Lease) Manpower and experience for executing the following contracts for our

company for two years period.

Manual Loading, Transporting and Unloading of Raw Magnesite- from Mines to RKD, SKD to RKD.

Manual Loading, Transporting and Unloading of Raw Magnesite- from Mines to SKD.

Packing of DBM at RKD.

Material Handling work at RKD.

Crushing of LCM from 0-40 mm Lumps to - 200 Mesh Powder in our own Pulveriser, weighing,

packing & stacking at SKD.

Production, processing of LCM at SKD.

Raw Magnesite Picking (NRG) from Mines Spoil Banks.

Drilling, collection (with required machineries) and stacking of Dunite.

Running of canteen for contract workers at Mines and RKD.

10. Excavation with own Machinery, Mineral Segregation, Cleaning and Stacking of Raw Magnesite.

11. Deep hole drilling on footage basis by using Compressor, Wagon Drill and Towing Tipper.

12. Spoil Removal Work: Loading, Transporting and Dumping spoil at Mines Dumping area using
Excavators & Tippers.

13. Supply of Security Guards at RKD, Mines, SKD, Regd. Office & Guest House

17.08.2020, 5.00 p.m

arLND =

Last date and time for issue of Tender Document
Last date and time for submission of Tender 18.08.2020,11.00 a.m
Opening of Tender 18.08.2020, 12.00 p.m.
EMD for each contract as in Tender Document. Cost of Tender Document: Payment by Cash or
Demand Draftonly Rs. 1000.00 + GST @ 18% in person or Rs. 1100.00 + GST @ 18% by post .

Tender Document can also be downloaded from Government Portal “www.tenders.tn.gov.in "and
from our website www.tanmag.org (or) www.tanmag.co.in

The place of Tender document availability, submission of offers and Opening of offers are at our
Regd.office at the above address. TANMAG reserves the right to accept fully (or) partially (or) reject

any offer without assigning any reason for it.
MANAGER (MATERIALS)

DIPR/2649 /TENDER/2020

New Delhi
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Snehashish Ganguly tests positive for Covid-19
Snehasish Ganguly, Cricket Association of Bengal’s secretary and BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly’s elder brother, has tested positive for Covid-19. Snehasish’s swab
was tested at a private pathological laboratory in Kolkata on Wednesday and the
result has come positive. It is learnt that Sourav celebrated his birthday on July 8 with
all his family members.

Pandemic forces football coaches §

to sell vegetables and kebabs

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI, JULY 15

ON ANY normal monsoon day, three
Mumbai football coaches — Prasad Bhosale,
Siddhesh Srivastav, and Samrat Rana —
would have been plotting with kids how to
win the next game at a school tournament.
Instead, in the midst of the Covid-19 out-
break, Bhosale is selling vegetables, Srivastav
is making kebabs at home, while Rana works
as a delivery man for a restaurant. The pan-
demic means football academies don’t re-
quire their services at least until the situa-
tion normalises, and the three have been
forced to fend for themselves in other ways.

“When I sold vegetables, I did feel awk-
ward for the first few days. [ am a Masters in
Physical Education, a double graduate, and
selling vegetables now. But when your
stomach is empty and there are more hun-
gry people at home, you stop thinking all
that.Icarry grain bags and vegetables on my
shoulders, fill my cart, and sell on the
streets,” Bhosale told The Indian Express.

He was told in March that his services
won't be required and later his school laid
off the physical education (PE) teacher,
dance teacher, and the music teacher.
Bhosale resorted to selling vegetables in the
Mumbai suburb of Kandivali.

Srivastav used to coach kids at two schools
in the day and worked with a private football
academy in the evening where he worked
with more children. He was working with a
Bangalore-based company which provides
football coaches to schools. In June, he was told
the company couldn’t afford to pay salaries.

“We were not paid for the last few
months,” Srivastav said. “We wrote to the
company a few times and they replied last
month that they can’t pay us salaries and
have terminated our contracts. My father is
retired and [ have to take care of my family,
so we decided to sell kebabs.”

Many school coaches approached
Mumbai School Sports Association (MSSA) to
persuade schools not to lay off coaches, but it
expressed helplessness. Lawrence Bing, a
hockey secretary at MSSA, said he had re-
ceived many calls from coaches across the city.

“Till May, around 60-70 coaches were re-

Tillthe month of May, around

60-70 coaches were removed and by
June the numberrose tomore thana
hundred. As sportsis completely
shut and no outdoor sports looks
possible in the coming months,
coaches’ livelihoods are badly hit.”

LAWRENCE BING,
MUMBAI SCHOOL SPORTS ASSOCIATION HOCKEY
SECRETARY

moved and by June the number rose to more
than a hundred. As sports is completely shut
and no outdoor sports looks possible in the
coming months, coaches’ livelihoods are
badly hit,” Bing said. Rana was head of football
academy CSPI, which had nine centres in
Mumbai, and would also coach junior I-
League teams. His younger brother was also
a school football coach but both have been
rendered jobless by the pandemic.

“Now [ have become a delivery boy, I tried
popular companies like Zomato and Swiggy
but there was no vacancy. So, I became a de-
livery boy for a nearby restaurant. [ had small
savings and was forced to sell mother’s gold.
My brother also lost his job. We had nine cen-
tres and [ was the overall head. I have three
brothers (one plays football) and they are all
into sports. Now, we have to support our fam-
ilies through other means.”

Siddhesh Srivastav used to coachkids at
schoolin the day and work with a private
football academy in the evening. He now
sells kebabs. Photos: Express

quaring off with Root

England captain will look to bolster home batting in second Test against WI's pace quartet

SANDIPG
JULY15

BEFORE THE pandemic changed percep-
tions and priorities of life and sport, the rag-
ing debate in England cricket was whether
Joe Root should be unburdened off cap-
taincy. Not that his batting had blacked-
out—he averages a shade under 43 as skip-
per, streets ahead of his teammates—but at
a time when England’s batting stocks have
worn the thinnest in two decades, they
couldill-afford to lose their best-of-the-gen-
eration batsman to the rigours of captaincy.

Not that Root wasn't scoring runs, just that
he could’ve scored many more if he was free
of responsibility. Post lockdown, they are in
no mood to debate. After middling efforts in
both innings in Southampton, England are
just happy to see Root, who missed the first
Test due to paternity break, back again. In his
absence burned the abjectness of his col-
leagues’ ineptness. Everything from tech-
nique to temperament was laid bare by a
resurgent West Indies pace quartet.

Any mention of West Indies and pace quar-
tet invokes equal dread and romance, just as
any reference of England’s batting capitulation
evokesirrepressible jokes and deja vu. For three
decades, it was the oft-repeated theme—from
the day Clive Lloyd unleashed four horsemen
and apocalypse on them to the dying days of
that great fast bowling tradition, from the day
England batsmen started copping blows and
fearing for their lives to the time they began
stacking a crew of world-beating batsmen
themselves. Like avicious cycle, when England
battingimproved, West Indies fast bowling re-
gressed. And vice versa.

A watered-down version of the once-fa-
miliar narrative unfolded in Southampton,
where Jason Holder and Co ran Ben Stokes and
friendsragged. The England batting firmis not
as abysmal as those they fielded in the mid
90s, just as the West Indies’s fast bowlers aren't
quite Michael Holding or Patrick Patterson.
There are other protagonists, England
metronome James Anderson, who has col-
lected almost as many wickets as the four
Caribbean quicks combined, and his retuning
friend Stuart Broad. West Indies’s stonewaller
Kraigg Brathwaite could furnish England

England captain Joe Root returns for
the second Test after a paternity break.

counterparts a crash course on batting time.
Butinvariably, after the Southampton Test, the
central theme couldn’t waver from the
England batsmen versus West Indies pacers
trope, whether Root-bolstered England could
quell a Holder-inspired West Indies.

England’s Test-batting crisis

That England have a Test-batting crisis has
been blowing forawhile and now threatening
to explode into a full-blown storm. In the last
twoyears, seven times have they been bundled
out for less than 150. Trent Boult and Tim
Southee swung them out for 58, Kemar Roach
and Jason Holder medium-paced them for 77,
Aussie quicks blasted them for 67. EvenIreland
rolled them up for 85.

The tour to South Affica brought relief. Some
youngsters came of age — Ollie Pope struck his
maiden Test hundred, Dominic Sibley faced 774
deliveries and Rory Burns showed crab-like
tenacity in the fine tradition of England open-
ers. Wiser though were some of the English crit-
ics who pointed that the pitches were largely
flat, Kagiso Rabada was mostly off-colour,
Vernon Philander had aged (and he duly retired
after the series) and the new crop was grossly
wayward. They weren't scrutinised like prede-
cessors in the Steyn-Morkel pomp. So the suc-
cesses of these youngsters came with caveats,
and hence the English media stayed guarded
intheir assessment.

After all, their numbers remain middling.
Burns averages 33 in 31 innings, his opening
partner Sibley’s corresponding numbers read
37in12,Zak Crawley’sis 31 ineight, Jos Buttler's

31 from 75 outings, the dashing ‘keeper-bats-
man quickly running out of chances and Ben
Stokes’s 36. Pope, with 41, is the England bats-
manother thanJoe Root with a40-plus average.
The verdict was reserved till the home summer,
where West Indies and Pakistan would descend
with a phalanx of quality bowlers.

It's not like England were oblivious to the
Caribbean threat. Not after they were walloped
2-1earlylastyear by the same personnel. Four
of the England batsmen featured in that series.
Yet, they were utterly helpless in chalking plans
to counter them. For Roach, Holder, Shannon
Gabriel and Alzarri Joseph, it was just a matter
of repeating the same old strategies.

Theyareabrilliantly devastating thanadev-
astatingly brilliant unit, their success built on
patience and skill than speed and hostility. They
don’tlook tointimidate—even the mostimpos-
ing of them all, Shannon Gabriel, doesn’t
threaten your life. They seldom target the ribs
or heads, barely striving for blinking pace. When
this group dissembles, Roach and Gabriel are
already into their 30s, they would not be re-
membered with as much as awe or romance
as their heyday stalwarts. But more as honest
performers of adifficult trade. And they are the
best to have flown out of the islands since
Ambrose, Walsh and Ian Bishop.

This simplicity makes them all the more
dangerous. The awareness that you knew what
they could do but couldn’t prevent them from
ravaging you. Gabriel and Alzarri hitting the
deck, Roach and Holder striving for seam and
swing. Methods overlapping, thisis what they
do.It’slike going out onacloudy day withoutan
umbrella and getting drenched.

Terrificas the West Indies bowled, England
batsmen showed little preparedness. It'swhere
Root would make the difference. It's why they
feel they need him batting with heightened
clarity as in the past, why they want him to
rightfully reenter the bracket of modern bat-
ting greats Kane Williamson, Steve Smith and
Virat Kohli. If Root doesn’t score runs and
England lose the series, the debates would swirl.

Root aside, it's time the next generation of
England batsmen stamped their quality. And
no better a chance than dousing the most skil-
ful quartet of Caribbean bowlers to arrive in
England this century.

England vs West Indies: (Live on Sony Six
from3.30pm)

CROSSWORD 4171

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ACROSS

1 Theturnofthe tide
(55)

8 Ayounganimal hasitinsome
measure (5)

9 Strengthendispute in
Japanese currency
(7

10 Screendepicting colourina
variety of rose (7)

11 Consumer items that are cut
and polished (5)

12 Joinasilent order
(6)

14 Rigid habit of the medieval
ages(6)

17 Employment exchange?
(5)

19 Quite out of order(7)

21 Tused to knockaboutin the
openair(7)

22 Uncommon part of British
Parliament (5)

23 Churchassembly?
(10)

DOWN

2 Nomean party?(7)

3 Nominally involved ina court
case(5)

4 Mostsage is found in the West
(6)

5 Winding wind
)

6 Stripafirearm?
(5)

7 Ruined by having ice added?
(2,3,5)

8 Animprovement in discipline

(10)

Though particular, the place is

inamess

)

15 AtRio? No, maybe in Canada
)

16 Agree it's of small account and
givein(6)

18 Greek upper chamber?
(5)

20 Sounds much to distribute
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MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

YOURE HOROSOOFE TODAY SaYs Yo
SHOULDN'T BELIEVE EVERYTHIMG

| OW'T BELIEVE
THAT HORCSCOPE

Solutions Crossword 4170: Across: 1 Trifle, 4 Lissom, 9 Measure, 10 Learn, 11
Emend, 12 Time lag, 13 Current news, 18 Provide, 20 Regal, 22 Clink, 23 Couples, 24
Denude, 25 Measly.Down: 1 Timber, 2 Irate, 3 Launder, 5 Islam, 6 Swallow, 7 Manage,
8Restin peace, 14 Utopian, 15 Nurture, 16 Spiced, 17 Flashy, 19 Irked, 21 Gales.

Neither should you allow them to
scoff atyourideas. Above all, you
must have the courage of your
convictions. If you stand up for
whatisright, your self-esteem
canonlyincrease.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Unless a final
agreement is
reached now, it will
be some time before

you are prepared to re-open

negotiations, perhaps because
your ideas no longer seem so

wonderful. You're entering a

period which can best be

described as one of
contemplation, and your most
interesting ideas will not be for
public consumption.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Whatever is currently
taking place either at
home or atwork,
remember that you

may be required to pay up. So,

you should be very cautious and
avoid all rash financial
commitments. You might now
be a good influence on people
who have broken the rules once
too often.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Some personal
pressures are easing,
butothers are
waiting in the wings.

You feel as if you should take

control, but is that really wise?

Ifyou give yourself as long as

you need to consider the

consequences, you'll decide on
the best course of action. Think

things through.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
You have become
involved in
associations which
could be helping your
self-confidence. Only one
question is now outstanding, and
thatis whether current

J U MBLED Wo RD S relationships are based on
Difficulty Level 2s 3 genuine honesty and
Instructions MK 4 ] o understanding. As a matter of
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, | 4 H 1 ™~ 9 4-21B 711265 | interest, it’s a suitable moment
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get everydigitfrom1to9 5 2 | ; = 1 r | for telling someone how you
the answer for the given quip. R must appearin each of the — T 1 S G5 37|59 ] 211 4 8 really feel about them-ina
Whendealing with the___, the best methodis to pretend tobe__-Herman Hesse (6...,4) — e et ealeonmnetn B 4 1 > Eig 14831 F & positive sense, of course.
< each of the nine horizontal ) 8 TJIgmltlatalds 2 8 VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
NTAEE AAABNN - | rows andin each of the =) L= = 13 Lokt Youappear tobe on
.-:- .I g nine boxes. g 6| |8 3 s 1(6°4|7{2:5|ls a3 the fringes of arather
5% = 2 e dlelgials 1 7 complex emotional
a L o situation, for which
ENAIS NOVELS D | iffcultyLevel IME T = 52 8|04 6]7.3 1 there nowseemtobetwo
(7] _ S - | possible outcomes. Either it will
. 13s _ \;:rfasyfs _I-’IE azy' 2 o 8 | 3| 1E|EIEITI8:0 4 all blow over, orit will be
BBl AS=IAkIeh = (@] o ; removed from your hands. One
9SSaH UPULIDH Ss=Very Hard; 6s= T - g | n 417 8]3 - : - 8|5 5 2 way or the other, you can afford
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LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

The only way to form
@ partnerships nowis

todowhatyou have
and consult. Plus, you can leave
people at work to sort out what
reach firm decisions. After all, if
they don’t see eye-to-eye then
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

What is difficult for
@ be very helpful for

you. Therefore,
making the most of any and
every opportunity which comes
helping partners out of any
difficulty. Consider social
because by tomorrow your
needs will have changed.

You can still make
@ heavy weather of

matters, perhaps
because you have been
relatives’ changes of mood or
opinion. It is quite acceptable to
improvements without waiting
for permission.

Mercury is soon to
@ alter its position so, if

firm decision, you
may have to think again, even if
choice. The time for straight
talking will return very soon,

successful
always done best - compromise
they want before attempting to
joint plans are unlikely to get far.
other people could
please do concentrate on
your way, even while you're
arrangements carefully,
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
home and family
confused, even dumb-struck, by
press on with practical
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
you've reached a
only to confirm your original
but until then you should
concentrate on getting the facts
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
inall routine chores,
why: it's all thanks to the
and Mercury. Mind you, it's a fine
You've taken on too
@ your promises but, in
avoid such taxing and potentially
help, but they might want to

straight, and on clearing up
Maximum confusion
a soif youdrop, break
muddling effects of Neptune,
moment for artists and lovers.
much. Youmay have
future, you should learn to say
expensive conditions. You may
know how you came to repeat an

misunderstandings.

is likely at workand
orlose vital items, you'll know
delicately aligned with Venus
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

no choice but to fulfil
‘no’ more often than ‘yes’ and so
be able to appeal to a friend for
old mistake.
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Indulge your senses and dazzle
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NEXA

SAFETY

FIRST

Scan the print ad with
Google Lens to watch
exciting content of the XL6.

Quad Chamber LED
Headlamps with DRLs

All-black Interiors with Captain Seats Smartplay Studio

NEXA PREET VIHAR
TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES
PH: 7290091122

NEXA PITAMPURA
KRISH MOTORS
PH: 7838555047
NEXA RAJOURI GARDEN
i=] TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES
= PH: 9999525750
NEXA KAILASH COLONY
RANA MOTORS
PH: 9999788886

NEXA NIT
BVA AUTO
PH: 1294121212

NEXA GT KARNAL ROAD

RANA MOTORS

PH: 7289999111
NEXA JANAKPURI

DD MOTORS

PH: 9081900800

NEXA LAJPAT NAGAR

BAGGA LINK MOTORS
PH: 9818199367

NEXA FARIDABAD CENTRAL

VIPUL MOTORS

PH: 9599814771

NEXA WAZIRPUR
COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES
PH: 9582668646 PH: 9582777477
NEXA MAYAPURI NEXA DWARKA SECTOR 14
KRISH AUTOMOTORS ~ COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES COMPANY
PH: 7838555076 PH: 8860011600

NEXA ROHINI SECTOR 10
SAYA AUTOMOBILES LTD.

NEXA NARELA —=
DD MOTORS 2=
PH: 9081900800 =
NEXA MOTI NAGAR
AAA VEHICLEADES PVT. LTD.
PH: 8448993400
NEXA SECTOR 1
ROHAN MOTORS
PH: 8376800026
NEXA SECTOR 62
VIPUL MOTORS
PH: 9205899706

Contact us at

1800-200-16392
1800-102-|NEXA

www.nexaexperience.com
NOW YOU CAN ALSO BOOK ONLINE

PH: 7290054930

NEXA IND AREA
ROHAN MOTORS
PH: 8744000600

NEXA IDC SEC 14
PREM MOTORS
PH: 124-4440000, 7065074501

NEXA OKHLA PHASE 1 NEXA SECTOR 63

PR RS VIPUL MOTORS
PH: 011-42900000, 7065074531 PH: 9599814775
é NEXA GOLF COURSE ROAD

NEXA SECTOR 10
FAIR DEAL CARS
PH: 9953993450
SOHNA ROAI
COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES
PH: 0124-2877000, 7290025353

NEXA D
TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES
PH: 9999525740

NEXA WEST PUNJABI BAGH
JAGMOHAN AUTOMOTIVES PVT. LTD.

PASC
PH: 9711290001
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FEELS JUST RIGHT

B DUAL FRONT AIRBAGS

W ABS WITH EBD

B PEDESTRIAN PROTECTION
COMPLIANT

W FULL FRONTAL IMPACT
COMPLIANT, FRONTAL OFFSET
IMPACT COMPLIANT, SIDE
IMPACT COMPLIANT

B ISOFIX

B HEARTECT PLATFORM

NEXA
Safety Shield

T&C Apply. Features and accessories shown may not be part of
standard fitment. Black glass shade on the vehicle is due to
lighting effect. Images used are for illustration purposes only.

Automatic Transmission
with Hill Hold & ESP

NEXA AKSHARDHAM
FAIRDEAL CARS
PH: 9999525161

NEXA DWARKA SECTOR 9
MAG
PH: 7290055667

NEXA DILSHAD GARDEN
COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES
PH: 8377007962

NEXA GOKULPURI
VIPUL MOTORS PVT. LTD.
PH: 9870194313
NEXA GREEN PARK
TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES
PH: 7290099520
NEXA MATHURA ROAD
PASCO AUTOMOBILES
PH: 9999120572
NEXA DELHI ROAD
DINCO 4 WHEELS LLP
PH: 7082100301

NEXA GHAZIPUR
MAGIC AUTO
PH: 8929400503
NEXA KAROL BAGH

DD MOTORS
=k  PH: 9081900800
NEXA MEERUT ROAD NEXA SAHIBABAD

ROHAN MOTORS LTD.  MOTORCRAFT SALES
PH: 9599040601 PH: 8130582222

g NEXA SOHNA

A REVOLUTIONARY
WAY TO CONNECT
TO YOUR CAR
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NEXA IMT » Emergency Alert
PLATINUM MOTO CORP
PH: 9953345344
NEXA MG ROAD
O AUTOMOBILES

= » Driving Behaviour Analysis
=

NEXA RAJIV CHOWK
RANA MOTORS
PH: 8585991111

PASCO AUTOMOBILES
PH: 9899961000
Offered separately as Genuine NEXA Accessory
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