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RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA, JUNE4

A GOVERNMENT school in
Mansa admitted 100 new stu-
dentsthisyear, includingatleast
50whoswitchedoverfrompri-
vate institutions. Another state
school, in Bathinda, logged800
new admissions, of which 500
werestudyinginprivateschools
earlier.
In all, the Punjab education

department recorded 1.65 lakh
newadmissions ingovernment
schools this year, raising its stu-
dent strength from23,52,112 to
25,17,866. It's a record of sorts,
say officials, because the spike
lastyearwas5,350.
The reason? Teachers, par-

ents and the State Education
Minister point to the economic

distress triggered by the Covid
lockdown that has forced
dropouts from private schools
across thestate.
Punjab has a total of 19,175

government schools. And ac-
cording to the Education
Department, the new admis-
sionsweremostlytothepre-pri-
marysectionwhere65,192more
studentswereenrolled,followed
by 37,599 in Class 2, 21,732 in
Class11, and27,851 inClass12.
“Government school teach-

ers tell me that more parents
with children in private schools
areapproachingthemforadmis-
sions,” Minister Vijay Inder
Singla toldThe IndianExpress.
Singla attributes the num-

bers partly to “improved infra-
structure and teacher selection
process”.“Butnodoubt,Covidis
an additional factor this time.

Many parents decided to come
toour schools as theyareunder
financialdistress,”hesays.
TheMinister'swords findan

echoontheground.
"Recently, a well-off busi-

nessman got his child admitted
inClass9.Manyparentshereare
facing a financial crunch due to
the lockdown," says Arvind
Jindal, principal of the
Government Senior Secondary
School inMansadistrict'sKotra.
JagjitWalia, head teacher at

theprimaryschoolinMansacity,
confirms “100 new admissions
ofwhich50percenthavecome
fromprivateschools”.Officialsin
Bathindasayover62percentof
new admissions at the
GovernmentAdarshSchoolhave
madetheswitch.
Vijay Kumar, who runs a
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Virtualclasses forstudentsonDDPunjabi.ThePunjabeducationdepartmentrecorded1.65
lakhnewadmissions ingovernmentschools thisyear.GurmeetSingh

LIFE GOES ON, ALMOST
Anambulancedriverstops forashaveaftera trip totheNigambodhGhatcrematoriuminNewDelhionThursday. TashiTobgyal
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Fix uniform
policy on
movement
within NCR,
SC to states

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday asked the govern-
ments of Delhi, Uttar Pradesh
andHaryana to hold ameeting
withtheCentretoevolveacom-
mon policy on allowing inter-
statemovement in theNational
CapitalRegion (NCR).
Underlining that there

shouldbeaconsistentpolicyfor
the NCR, a bench of Justices
Ashok Bhushan, S K Kaul and
MRShahasked the states to try
andfindacommonprogramme
andportalwithinaweek.
The courtwas hearing a pe-

tition filed by Rohit Bhalla, a
Gurgaon-based entrepreneur,
whosoughttodeclareasuncon-
stitutional the measures im-
posed by the Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and Delhi administra-
tions,whichpurportedlyrestrict
movement for permissible
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EyeonChina,
bothsidesoutline
roadmapfor
maritimeties
in Indo-Pacific

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

ELEVATING THE 2009 bilateral
Strategic Partnership to a
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership (CSP), India and
Australia Thursday decided to
upgrade the existing 2+2 dia-
loguebetweentheirForeignand
Defence Secretaries to the
Ministerial level.
Thislendssignificantpolitical

heft to the bilateralmechanism
and brings it on a par with the
2+2ministerial level dialogues
IndiaalreadyhaswiththeUSand
Japan, theothermembersof the
Quadrilateralgrouping.
“Our Foreign and Defence

Ministerswillmeetina‘2+2’for-
mattodiscussstrategicissuesat
least every two years,” the joint
statementsaidafterthefirstvir-
tual bilateral summit between
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
and his Australian counterpart
ScottMorrison.
Officials said there was no

discussion on the ongoing ten-
sion along the India-China Line
ofActualControl (LAC)butwith
an eye on Beijing, the two sides
announcedaroadmap“formar-
itime cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific region toharnessoppor-
tunities and meet challenges
together as comprehensive
strategicpartners”.
The two sides signed the

much-anticipated Mutual
Logistics Support agreement,
which will allow use of each
other’sbases,andincrease“mil-
itary inter-operability through

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Unlockdown SOPs: 50% seats in
restaurants, food courts in malls
ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

RESTAURANT AND food courts
inmallstooperateat50percent
seating capacitywith amanda-
torydistanceofsixfeetbetween
tables.Nocommonprayermats,
physicalofferings likeprasad,or
sprinkling of holy water, in
places of worship. Age and
health-based restrictions on
stepping out of home.Masks to
bemandatory, and the Aarogya
Setuapp“advised” forall.
These are the key elements

of the Standard Operating
Procedures issuedby theUnion
HealthMinistryThursdayforthe
reopening of malls, religious
places, offices, restaurants and

hotels intheCovidUnlockdown
fromJune8.
The SOPs, however, specify

thatallsuchestablishments,ex-
cept those formedicaloressen-
tialservices,shallremainshutin
containmentzones.
Apart from themandatory

CONTINUEDONPAGE10

RS polls heat
up in Gujarat:
Two Cong
MLAs resign

THE1.65lakhnewadmis-
sions in Punjab's govern-
ment schools point to a
larger picture: the eco-
nomic distress that the
pandemic has left in its
wake.Withfinancialinse-
curityarealitynow,more
parentsmay be forced to
shift their children out of
private schools. This is a
trendthatmayplayoutin
otherstates too.

Mayplayout
elsewheretoo

PrimeMinisterModiduringthevirtual summitwithhis
AustraliancounterpartScottMorrison. PTI

MODI-MORRISONVIRTUALSUMMIT

India, Australia upgrade
strategic talks toMinister
level, aswithUS, Japan

UNLOCKINGTHE

ECONOMY
WISHLIST & ROADMAP

AN EXPRESS INTERVIEWSERIES
AMITBURMAN
CHAIRMAN,

DABUR INDIA LTD
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MANOJCG&ADITIRAJA
NEWDELHI, VADODARA,
JUNE4

ELECTIONS FOR 18 Rajya Sabha
seats,whichwillbeheldonJune
19 tomark resumptionof polit-
icalactivityafter theCovid lock-
down,heatedupThursdaywith
twoCongressMLAsresigningin
Gujarat.
Thedevelopmentisasetback

to the party's hopes of winning
two out of four seats in Prime
MinisterNarendraModi’shome
state, especially after the resig-
nation of five other MLAs in
March.AsimilarsituationinMP,
just days before the lockdown
was imposed onMarch 24, had
led to the exit of senior leader
Jyotiraditya Scindia from the

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Delhi last week: Every
fourth sample positive,
officials blame ‘laxity’
ABANTIKAGHOSH &
SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

EVERYFOURTHsampletestedre-
turned a positive result for the
novel coronavirus in Delhi last
week—positivity for a total cu-
mulativetestingrateof2,018tests
permillionpopulationwas25.7%.
In some districts like North

EastDelhi andSouthEastDelhi,
where testing was lower than
theaverage for thecity, thepos-
itivity ratewas as high asmore
than 38% — that is, two out of
every five samples tested —
cameoutpositive.
Thefootprintof theinfection

extends to all 11 districts of the
national capital. The highest
rates of positivity are in South
EastDelhi(38.8%at506testsper
million) and North East Delhi

(38.6% at 517 tests permillion),
followed byWest Delhi (38% at
1,817 per million), NorthWest
Delhi (36.7% at 1,334 tests per
million), and East Delhi (34% at
1,452permillion).
Thefactthatthetwodistricts

withthelowesttestinghavethe
highestpositivitywasdiscussed
at a review meeting Health
Minister DrHarsh Vardhan had
withDelhiofficialsonThursday.
Of the more than 23,500

cases in the city, as many as
10,228—43.34per cent—have
emerged in the last10days.
Data released by the Health

Departmentincompliancewith
aMay 4 order of theDelhi High
CourtshowthatsinceMay28—
when the daily increase in case
numbersreachedfourfigures—
thepositivity ratehasremained
above 17 per cent, and touched

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

MANAMANSINGHCHHINA
CHANDIGARH, JUNE4

IF THE Line of Actual Control is-
n’t delineated soon, it will re-
mainvulnerabletoface-offsand
IndiaandChinamayendupde-
ployingmore troops there, just
likeitisontheLoCwithPakistan,
said Gen (retd) V PMalik who
wasChiefofArmystaffwhenthe
Kargil intrusion took place in
1999. Gen Malik, who led the
Army in the successful eviction
of Pak troops, said, in an inter-
view to The Indian Express, that
anaggressiveChina,besidesnib-
bling at Ladakh, could also at-
tempt to take control of
KarakoramPassandtheareabe-
tween it and Shaksgam Valley
ceded to it by Pakistan.
Excerpts:

DoyouthinktheChinese
posturingalongLACislinked
totheactiononArticle370,
creationofUnionTerritoriesof
J&KandLadakh,asalsoIndia’s
currentdisputewithNepal?

When India abrogated

Article 370 and created Union
Territories of J & K and Ladakh,
China called it "unacceptable."
Development of infrastructure
along the Northern border, in-
cluding the road from
PithoragarhtoLipulekhPass, in-
dicatesIndia’sstrategicintentto

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

‘If LAC not marked soon,
build-up like on LoC likely’

THE EXPRESS
INTERVIEW

WITH

V PMALIK
FORMERARMYCHIEF

20% of India’s cases in Mumbai but
daily tests frozen at 4,000 all of May
TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA&
LAXMANSINGH
MUMBAI, JUNE4

WHILETHEcentralgovernment
and health experts have been
pushing for aggressive testing,
Mumbai,whichaccounts for20
percentof India’sCovid-19case
load, kept its testing numbers
almost stagnant inMay.
The city tested between

4,000 and 4,200 daily, even as
thenumberofpositivecasesde-
tectedrosesteadily.Mumbaihas
the capacity to carry out about
10,000 testseveryday.
The city’s stagnant testing

numberswere in sharp contrast
to the daily testing figures for
Maharashtra as awhole,which
sawa100percentjumpoverthe
sameperiod—from7,237testson
May1to14,504testsonMay31.
This suggests that as

Maharashtra increased its test-
ingcapacity, all of thenewtest-
inghappenedoutsideMumbai.
This issurprising,giventhatthe
problemisnot as acute inother

districts of the state.
Mumbai and Pune together

account for 70 per cent of
Maharashtra’s case load. But as

CONTINUEDONPAGE10

IRDAI’s Covid cover: Daily
cap of Rs 5,000 for room
GEORGEMATHEW
&SANDEEPSINGH
MUMBAI,NEWDELHI, JUNE4

WITH THE case count rising
across the country, the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI) has unveiled a
standard individual Covid-19
product, under which room
charges have been capped at
Rs 5,000 per day, ICU charges
at Rs 10,000 per day andquar-
antine charges at Rs 3,000 per
day, with amaximum sum in-

sured of Rs 5 lakh.
While it isadraftproductfor

now,andtheremaybesomemi-
nor tweaks, the regulator has
askedgeneral andhealth insur-
erstoensurethatthisproduct is
compulsorily offered on or
before June15.
Sources in the industry said

while the existing health insur-
ance policies cover Covid-19
treatment, the fresh IRDAI
guidelines and caps would be
limited to Covid-specific prod-
ucts thatwill be issuedover the
next10days.

CONTINUEDONPAGE10

Pandemic forces dropouts from Punjab private schools

SanjayNishad,amigrantworker,waitingat thePune
RailwayStationforatraintotakehimhometoSultanpur,
UP, intimetoconduct the last ritesofhis9-year-old
daughterwhopassedawayThursdaymorning.PavanKhengre

LOCKDOWN
DAY

72

CONCERN
DELHI: 1,500+

cases Wednesday.
Fastest growing
among states with
top 5 case loads.

CAUTION
TRIPURA:More
than 500 cases
now. Unlike rest of
NE, rise steady,
not sporadic.

A GLIMMER
PUNJAB: After rise
in mid-May, growth
has slowed down.
Doubling in more
than 23 days now.

KEYSTATES
TOWATCH
■Maharashtra
■Gujarat
■Delhi
■TamilNadu
■Bihar
■WestBengal

TOTAL
CASES
74,860
18,117
23,645
25,872
4,326
6,508

DOUBLING
RATE**

18.07
28.30
11.15
14.85
13.88
11.10

SURGEIN
24HRS
2,560
485
1,513
1,286
230
340

7-DAYAVG.
GROWTH*

3.98%
2.54%
6.46%
4.85%
5.19%
6.49%

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

CASES:
2,16,919

RECOVERED: 1,04,106 |DEATHS:6,075
TESTS:42,42,718 |DOUBLINGRATE: 15.65**

*CompoundedDailyGrowthRateover last7days **Calculatedover7-daygrowth

BasedondailydatabyCentre, ICMR, stategovernments

Modi-Morrison
A RED initiative appears
in today’s edition of
The Indian Express. This
page is an initiative of the
marketing solutions team
of The Indian Express
Group and contains
content paid for by
advertisers. This page
should be read as an
advertisement.
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India, Australia
upgrade
strategic ties to
minister level
defenceexercises.”Indiahassuch
agreements with US, France,
SingaporeandSouthKorea.
Aheadof the talks,Modi said

that the bedrock of deepening
India-Australia ties are “shared
values, shared interests, shared
geography and shared objec-
tives.”Hesaidthat,inrecentyears,
cooperationandcoordinationbe-
tween the two countries have
pickedupmomentum.
Morrison said, ”Weare com-

mitted to anopen, inclusive and
prosperous Indo-Pacific, and
India'sroleinthatregion.Ourre-
gionwill be critical in the years
ahead.”
"The relationship we are

forming around those issues on
ourmaritimedomain, I think, is
the platform for somany other
thingsbetweenourcountries,"he
said.
While therewas no specific

proposalonAustralia joiningthe
Malabar exercises, both sides
agreed to continue to “deepen
and broaden defence coopera-
tion”byenhancingthescopeand
complexityoftheirmilitaryexer-

cises to address shared security
challenges.
Referring to the ongoingde-

bate over World Health
Organisation’sroleindealingwith
the Covid pandemic, the state-
mentsaidthatbothsideswillre-
flectontherecommendationsof
theongoing independent evalu-
ation of the international re-
sponse.
“We will work together to

strengthen international institu-
tionstoensuretheyareinclusive
and rules-based,” the statement
said.
Onthebilateraleffort to fight

thepandemic,theysaidthatthey
werecommitted toanewphase
of the Australia-India Strategic
ResearchFund topromote inno-
vativesolutionsforrespondingto
andtreatingCovidaswellasother
jointly determinedpriorities, to
beprecededbyaone-off Special
Covid Collaboration Round in
2020.
Both sides jointly decided to

worktogetherindigitaleconomy,
cyber security and critical and
emergingtechnologiesasidenti-
fied by the framework arrange-
ment on Cyber and Cyber-en-
abled critical technology
cooperation.
Duringthetalks,Australiasaid

Indiacouldconsideritasa“stable,
reliable and trusted supplier” of

high-qualitymineralresourcesto
India. Both sides jointly decided
todiversifyandexpandtheexist-
ingresourcespartnership.
Apact on cooperation in the

fieldofminingandprocessingof
Critical and Strategicminerals
identifies specific areaswhere
both sideswillwork together to
meetthetechnologicaldemands
ofthefutureeconomy.Bothcoun-
triesjointlydecidedtocooperate
on new technologies for explo-
ration and extraction of other
minerals.
Both sides identified agricul-

tureasan importantpillarof the
AustralianandIndianeconomies
with shared challenges and cli-
mactic conditions. To that effect,
both agreed towork on grains
managementand“logisticstore-
duce post-harvest losses, ratio-
nalisecostsandensurefarmerin-
come is not affected by supply
chaindisruptions(particularlyin
lightof thepandemic).”
VijayThakurSingh,Secretary

(east),MEA,saidtherewasnodis-
cussion on the Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP). India had
pulledoutofRCEPlastNovember
andAustraliahasexpressedhope
thatIndiawouldreconsiderjoin-
ing the tradeagreementwith15
countries,includingChina,south-
eastandeastAsiancountries.

Tomonitor the comprehen-
sivestrategicpartnership,thetwo
sidesexpressedtheirdesiretoin-
crease the frequency of Prime
Ministerialcontactthroughrecip-
rocal bilateral visits and annual
meetingsonthemarginsofinter-
nationalevents.

Fix uniform
policy on NCR
movement, SC
tells states
activities in areas fallingwithin
theNCRdueto"blanketordersof
sealingborderswithout reason-
ableexceptions".
Thepetitioneralleged “com-

pletesealingofborders”withinthe
NCRandrestrictions imposedon
movementofcitizensviolatedthe
new guidelines issued by the
MinistryofHomeAffairsonMay
1,whichallowmovementforper-
missibleactivities.
Taking up thematter, filed

through Advocates Anindita
MitraandAmanBhalla,viavideo
conference, thebenchsaid there
was a recommendation for a
commonpassfortheNCR,which
shouldberecognisedbyallthree
states.
The Haryana government

counsel told the bench that the

statehas lifted all restrictionson
movementatitsborders.
The counsel for Delhi said a

consistentpolicywasneededfor
theNCR.
The court asked Solicitor

GeneralTusharMehtatotakein-
structions on this question and
postedthematter forhearingaf-
teraweek.
Inhisplea,thepetitionerlisted

thedifficulties causedbyrestric-
tionsonmovement, andsaid in-
dustrial operationswereunable
to re-start as industrial areas are
locatedinCentralNCR,whilethe
managementof suchunits have
to travel fromotherareaswithin
theNCR, thereby requiring the
daily crossing of the inter-state
borders.
It referred to theApril 29or-

derofthedistrictadministrations
inHaryana,applicabletoGurgaon
and Sonipat, and a public state-
mentonMay3bythedistrictad-
ministrationsofUttarPradeshon
Gautam Buddh Nagar and
Ghaziabadinthisregard.
On May 15, the Supreme

Courthadsoughtresponsesfrom
theCentreandthethreestateson
thepetition.

RS polls heat
up in Gujarat:
Two Cong
MLAs resign
partyandtheKamalNathgovern-
mentbeingtoppled.
In Gujarat, first-time MLA

AkshayPatel fromVadodaradis-
trict'sKarjanand four-timeMLA
Jitubhai Chaudhary fromthe re-
served seat of Kaprada inValsad
handed their resignations to
SpeakerRajendraTrivedi.
Their move reduces the

Gujarat Assembly’s strength to
173, whichmeans a candidate
will require 35 first-preference
votestowinaseat.
The Congress, which has

fieldedsenior leadersShaktisinh
Gohil and Bharatsinh Solanki,
nowhasonly66MLAs,fourshort
of the 70 required to win two
seats.TherulingBJPhas103inthe
House,andcanensurevictoryfor
twoof itscandidates,Ramilaben
BaraandAbhayBharadwaj.
WhiletheCongressisassured

ofoneseat,thecontestisnowfor
theremainingspotforwhichthe
BJP has fieldedNarhari Amin, a
former Congress leader, and
needs just twomorevotes toget
himthrough.
TheCongress,meanwhile, is

bracing for “more bad news”
amidunconfirmed reports that
anotherMLAcouldresign.Butthe
party appeared tohave survived
a scarewhen twootherMLAs—
Anil Joshiyara from Bhiloda in
Sabarkantha and Jaspal Thakor
fromPadra inVadodara—were
“unreachable”forhours.
State Congress leaders said

both theMLAshadbeen traced.
TheyclaimedthataBJPMLA“was
in touch”with Joshiyarawhile
Thakor is believed to be “disap-

pointed”overlackofaccesstothe
stateleadership.
WhencontactedbyTheIndian

Express,JoshiyaraandThakorde-
niedanyplantoquittheparty.
State Congress chief Amit

Chavda, who is a cousin of the
party'ssecondcandidateSolanki,
told The Indian Express that a
meetingofthe66MLAswasheld.
“Wehaveensuredthatnodefec-
tionswillhappen,”hesaid.Paresh
Dhanani,LeaderofOppositionin
theAssembly, saidthatany“tus-
sleinthepartyisaninternalmat-
terandBJPshouldnotlooktoex-
ploit it”.
Speaking to The Indian

Express, AICC state in-charge
GujaratRajeevSatavaccusedthe
BJP state government of having
“totallyfailedintacklingthecoro-
navirus outbreak” and “focusing
on horse trading” instead. “The
people of Gujarat arewatching
andwillnotpardonthem,”Satav
said.
BJP state chief Jitubhai

Vaghaniblamed“infightinginthe
Congress”. "The BJP iswinning
three seats andCongresswill be
sweptawayfromGujaratin2022
and 2024... it is a sinking boat,"
Vaghanisaid.
In Delhi, a senior Congress

leaderwarned that theBJP “will
adoptall tactics”.Another leader
insistedthatall isnot lost. “There
is unrest in the BJP, too. Many
MLAsareunhappyoverthework-
ing style of ChiefMinister Vijay
Rupani.Let’ssee,”hesaid.
Sources said the Congress is

hoping to get the vote of inde-
pendentMLAJigneshMevaniand
“working on” NCP’s Kandhal
Jadeja,andBharatiyaTribalParty
MLAs Chhotu Vasava and son
MaheshVasava.
Thelatestturnofeventsisvir-

tually a repeat of 2017when the
CongressfieldedveteranAhmed
Patel,andwashitbycross-voting
anddesertion.ButPatelmanaged
toscrapethrough.
Theelectionstothefourseats,

whichwereheld byBJP's Chuni
Gohel, Shambhuprasad Tundia
and Lalsinh Vadodia, and
Congress'sMadhusudanMistry,
were slated forMarch26before
beingpostponedduetothepan-
demic.

(KAMAALSAIYED/SURAT&
RITUSHARMA,VAIBHAV

JHA/AHMEDABAD)

Pandemic forces
dropouts from
private schools
in Punjab
well-known salon at Tapa
Mandi inBarnala, is among the
parents who have opted for
governmentschools. “Myelder
son,who isnowinClass9,used
to go to an expensive private
school 15 km away. But my
salon remained closed for two
months due to the lockdown,
and the future looks
uncertain,” he says.
The fee difference is

significant.
For classes 11 and 12, for

instance, the fees in
government schools add up to
Rs48permonthandaseparate
annual charge of Rs 300 for
girls, and Rs 83 every month
andRs320 forboys. There'sno
extra charge for textbooks, and
uniformsare free till Class 8.
In comparison, private

schools in the state are known
to charge anywhere between
Rs 20,000 to more than Rs 1
lakh per year for each student
in classes 11and12.
With the Covid curbs in

place, the state government
has started three hours of
classes every day through the
DD Punjabi and Swayam
Prabha channels fromMay19.
Minister Singla warns that

the lockdown's impact will
become“morepronounced” in
the coming months. “And
many more admissions are
likely to take place in
government schoolsbefore the
half-yearly exams,” he says.

Delhi: Every
fourth sample
positive, officials
blame ‘laxity’
astaggering37.7percentonMay
31.
OnMay28,1,024outof5,988

samplestestedpositiveforCovid-
19—apositivityof17.1percent.
The followingday, thenum-

berswere1,105outof 5,272,ora
positivityrateof21percent.
ThenumbersonMay30and

May 31were 1,163 out of 5,783
(20.1 per cent) and 1,295 out of
3,436(37.7percent)respectively.
On June1, June2, and June3,

990,1,298and1,513positivecases
were reported respectively. The
dataontestingwerenotavailable
immediately.
Previously, betweenMay16

andMay26,thecityregisteredan
averagepositivityrateof13.17per
cent.
Overall, thepositivity rate for

Delhi from thebeginning of the
outbreakuntil June3is10.27per
cent–with23,645positivecases
in2,30,145 tests. This overall fig-
ure does not, however, capture
therecentspikeinpositivity.
The increasing positivity

numbersinDelhiisinlinewitha
nationalsteepeningof thecurve.
Ananalysislastweekofdailydata
releasedbythe IndianCouncilof
MedicalResearch(ICMR)showed
apositivityof7%nationally;that,
however,wasmore thandouble
thatofApril.
At the meeting with the

HealthMinister, several officials
complained of a “laxity” in atti-
tudes seen since the process of
unlockdownbegan.They identi-
fiedthisasareasonfor thesurge
incasesinthenationalcapital.
SourcessaidSouthDelhiDMB

MMishra expressed frustration
that “people... in the area [were
demonstrating] a lot of laxity in
theirbehaviouras if Coronahas-
n'thappenedatall”.
“As thenumberof cases and

fatalities rise inDelhi, it needs to
rampuptestingcoupledwithag-
gressivesurveillance,contacttrac-
ing, and stringent containment
andperimetercontrolactivities...
The high rate of infection in
healthcareworkers isalsoaseri-
ous issue. It indicatespoor infec-
tionpreventioncontrolpractices
inhealthcaresettings,andneeds
tobeattendedtoonpriority,”Dr
HarshVardhansaid.

‘If LAC not
marked soon,
build-up like on
LoC likely’
provide greater security to its
territories. These activities by
India close to LAC/India-China
border could bepart of the rea-
sons for the current aggressive
posturing.Anotherreasoncould

beXiJinping’s‘ChinaDream’los-
ing credibility within and out-
side China post-Covid and his
needtodivert attention.

Infrastructuredevelopment
inEasternLadakhhasgained
pace…Wouldn’t ithavebeen
strategicallyprudentto
factor intheChinese
response?
PLA violations of LAC in

Galwan Valley and north of
Pangong Tso are at the tactical
level. With long gaps existing
between posts held by our
troops and inability to keep
everybitofareaunder24/7sur-
veillance, such tactical intru-
sions are always possible. Our
troops, if ordered, can also do
that.
However,whenthese intru-

sions are viewed along with
otherrecentincidentatNakuLa
andChinesestrategicbehaviour
vis a vis India and nexus with
Pakistan,thesetacticalincidents
needtobeviewedstrategically.

HavetheChinesetroops
occupiedIndianTerritory in
Ladakh?
AnyintrusionacrosstheLAC

and then trying to defend the
area involvedwould be “‘occu-
pation." My impression is that
northofPangongTso,PLAtroops
have occupied “disputed area”
between Finger 4 and 8where
bothsideswerepatrollingtillre-
cently. In Galwan valley, they
have taken up positions along
thetrackfromShyokRivertothe
LACthusdenyingourpatrolsthe
ability tomoveupto theLAC.

Whatstrategic implications
doesanaggressiveChinese
posture inEasternLadakh
havevis-a-visanypotential
advantagethataccruesto
Pakistan?
AnaggressiveChina,besides

nibbling at Ladakh territory,
couldattempt to takecontrolof
KarakoramPassandtheareabe-
tween Karakoram Pass and
ShaksgamValley ceded to it by
Pakistan. Thatwould (a) ensure
greatersecuritytoAksaiChinal-
ready under its occupation (b)
link western Tibet with
ShaksgamValley, and (c)make
Siachen Glacier vulnerable to
Pakistan-Chinanexus.

Somearguethat the
ambiguityabouttheLACis
responsible for thepresent
situation.
Three decades of talks, in-

cluding 22 sessions at the level
ofSpecialRepresentatives,have
not succeeded inmakingChina
agree to the delineation of LAC
onmaps pending final bound-
arysolution.
There is not even an agreed

perception of “disputed areas.”
UntiltheLACanddisputedareas
are delineated, we shall con-
tinue to see accidental or delib-
erateface-offs...Since1993,India
and China have signed five
agreements and protocols on
military-levelconfidence-build-
ingmeasuresalongtheLAC.But
the alarming number of recent
incidents indicates that the
mechanismsarenolongereffec-
tive. If theLACand“disputedar-
eas” are not delineated soon,
IndiaandChinamayendupde-
ployingmuchlargerforcesalong
theLAC—likewhatwehaveon
theLoCwithPakistan.

Doyouanticipatethe
Chinesewillgiveup
whateveradvantagethey
mayhaveseizedalongthe
LACinEasternLadakh?
Resolution of this military

engagement canonlybe return
tostatusquo,pre-May2020.

Doyouseeheightened
hostility intheeventof the
talksbreakingdown...
As per reports, India and

China are working to resolve
the issue. Neither side seems
interested inescalating the sit-
uation.
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Howpeoplereturning
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CLARIFICATIONS & CORRECTIONS

ON04.06.20,PAGE1
Responding to the report in The Indian Express, (ACsmade in India
but costlier: Experts red-flag return to ‘70s) published on June 4, a
spokesperson for theCommerceMinistry sent the following state-
ment: “The Indian Express has published (the report) with allega-
tionsthatDPIIT(DepartmentforPromotionof IndustryandInternal
Trade)plansto increaseCustomsduty.Suchnewsis totallybaseless
and false. There isnosuchproposal to increaseCustomsdutybeing
processed in DPIIT. Any proposal from private sector presented to
DPIITcannotbedescribedasaproposalofDPIIT.”

TheIndianExpressreplies:Atnopointdidthereportsaythat“DPIIT
planstoincreaseCustomsduty.”Infact,thereportmakesitclearthat
this is a “draftplanon the table”of theLightEngineering Industries
Section in DPIIT. The Indian Express has accessed the officememo-
randum issued in the lastweekofMay alongwith anote issuedby
DPIIT that spell out the “phasedmanufacturing roadmap” to “pro-
mote depth inmanufacturing of domesticallymanufactured ACs.”
Thenote refers to theplan for a “gradedduty structure.” All figures
inthereportarebasedonatablementionedinthedraftnotification
that lists theproposedduties forACcomponents.TheIndianExpress
corroboratedthis reportbyspeakingwithofficialsandsomemem-
bers of trade bodies who received the OfficeMemorandum. The
newspaper standsby its report.
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WE ARE fighting the global pandemic created by the coronavirus
since the last two months. This global imperilment has clouded
the economy of the entire world and endangered human life.
This calamity has also underlined the ecological chain and
biodiversity around us. Our lives are eternally intertwined with

nature. But, in our passionate drive to advance our development,
we chose to overlook its conservation. It is high time that we heeded

the warning bells. Now, we must focus on monitoring our world and see
that we curtail our needs carefully so that we do not harm our environment
any more. Today, on this World Environment Day, let us come together in our
resolve to safeguard our planet.

Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray, Chief Minister
■■■■■■

LET ME present my heart-felt greetings to you on the occasion of
the World Environment Day.Today we are clearly realizing the
need to protect and conserve the environment when the entire
the world is fighting a war against the pandemic of Corona
virus. Nature, the forests and wild-life enjoy an extraordinary
place in human life.The lock-down imposed to arrest the spread of
Corona infections has reduced human interference in nature. As a
consequence, the streams, rivers and other sources of water have become
clean.Air pollution has scaled down to afford a free and clean breath for us.The
cleaner air is joyous for the mind. The malady of this Corona virus is going to
end sometime in future. But it does, we must see that the Nature and
environment are not harmed again.The forests and wildlife within them is part
of our wealth.We must conserve them. In the days after Corona pandemic, we
must be vigilant towards keeping these streams, rivers and water reservoirs
free of pollution. We have very well experienced how much we need the
environment to lead a good life during the two and a half month’s period of
lock down. Let’s learn our lesson from that and celebrate today’s World
Environment Day by committing ourselves to the protection and conservation
of our environment.

Ajit Pawar, Deputy Chief Minister
■■■■■■

THIS YEAR’S Word Environment Day has come clad in a
uniqueness. This year, we have become newly aware of the
extraordinary importance of nature that surrounds us. This
awareness changed a lot of things from before this pandemic of

Corona virus.Today, we can see from the prisons of home the birds
and animals living their lives without any problem whatsoever.Their

sounds, which we did not even feel before, are now becoming a source
of energy for us in the morning. This unrestricted movement of wild life is
underlining their importance in the ecological chain of life. In these times which
are being altered by the Corona virus each day, we might do well to remember
that humans are just trustees of this planet and not an owner. So henceforth, let
us make every action of ours as environment-friendly as possible. Let’s us
respect our rich environment and strive to protect Mother Earth.

Sanjay Bansode, Minister of State for Environment
■■■■■■

The computer revolution which the world has witnessed in
the last few decades was laying the foundation of a new
world. Everyone was only rooting for development
everywhere. But the sudden blow dealt by the Corona virus
has slammed on the brakes very hard.The whole world now
resounding with the echo of only one word – Corona. But at
the same time, the animals and birds are wandering everywhere
without a hitch. Today, on the World Environment Day, we are realizing that
we are just a part of the animal kingdom and nature around us no matter what
heights of developments we may reach.We must take this realization forward
and maintain the symbiotic relationship with the environment.

Anil Diggikar, Principal Secretary, Dept. Of Environment.
■■■■■■

Till now we were busy 24/7 in our daily affairs and thought that
nothing can stop our juggernaut of development. But this virus
which measures in microns exposed the hollowness of our
claim. Today, even as we fight this imperilment with unity, we

need to understand that we must put our lifestyle under a
microscope.We must protect natural link between human life and

the Nature around it.The calamity of climate change is turning darker
every passing day.We can protect Mother Earth by using the natural resources
only to meet our dire needs and by living an environment friendly life.Towards
this end, we must now adopt acts which are in sync with the environment and
resolve for conserving nature.

Sudhir Shrivastava, Chairman, MPCB.
■■■■■■

Even if we consider only the last three decades, we can see
that rising temperatures, imbalance in rainfall, hail storms
and flash floods are behind the blows dealt to the world
economy. We can not deny that we have neglected the
Nature while bringing about our development and
advancement. The Corona virus has given us a new vision to
look towards out way of life. Today, on the occasion of World
Environment Day, it is time to link human life complementarily with the
environment. This is the time to do a rethink and change our world through
environment-friendly acts.

E. Ravendiran, Member-Secretary, MPCB

COVID-19 :
Bio Medical Waste Manage-

ment Rules, (BMWM), 2016 de-
fines Bio Medical Waste as “Any
Waste generated during the diag-
nosis, treatment or immunization
of human being / animals, in re-
search activities or in production
or testing of Biological”. Bio Med-
ical Waste is categorised into Four
categories Yellow, Red, Blue and
White and needs special consider-
ation during its handling, storage,
transportation treatment and dis-
posal specific to its color code.

BMWM Rules 2016 specify the
statutory resposiblity of waste
management of Waste generator,
Occupier of Health care Establish-
ment, Common Facility operator,
SPCB and stake holder depart-
ments responsible for BMW man-
agement at both Central and state
government, in accordance with
the provisions of BMW Rules and
Guidelines issued by CPCB &
SPCB.

COVID-19 or Corona disease
originated in Wuhan, Pepoples Re-
public of Chiana has spread over
the world and declared as global
public health emergency and sub-
sequently as pandemic because of
its worldwide spread. COVID dis-
ease spreads through “Droplets”
spread during the coughing,
Sneezing or likely to spread /enter
into respiratory system of healthy
persons after touching the virus
containing droplets of contami-
nated surfaces and thereafter
touching the mouth of nose oh a
healthy person. No Vaccine or
Drug is known to be effective till
date. Therefore, the COVID_19
control strategies relied on Pre-
vention and Containment of vHigh
risk of recurrence in infected ar-
eas/ hotspots.

Prevention includes, Personal
Hygiene, Sanitation and disinfec-
tion, Increase immunity, contain
and treat the patients using
known therapy to treat pneumo-
nia & tuberculosis to enhance im-
munity. The most effective way to
prevent Corona disease SMS S-
Hand Sanitation, M- Use of Mask
and S- Social Distancing.

The study as of now revealed
that 80% infected peoples can be
asymptomatic or carrier, 15%
show symptoms and only 5% per-
sons are at high risk. The advi-
sories & Guidelines of World
Health Organisation, Ministry of
Public Health and Familiy Welfare,
Govt. of India and Central & State
Pollution control Board therefore
rely on prevention than control.
Management of Bio Medical
waste both at Health Care estab-
lishments and house hold quaran-
tine is equally become important.

Biomedical Waste Management
in Maharashtra:

Challenge of Management of
Bio Medical waste in general and
COVID Waste in Maharashtra is
adequately taken care by HCEs
and 29 Nos of Common Biomed-
ical waste treatment facilities
spread across the state. MPCB has
proactively initiated serious efforts
well in advance in March 2020 it-
self.All CTF operators were sensa-
tised of challenges and trained on-
line. MPCB on 20.03.2020 had
circulated specific guidelines for
management of COVID -19 Waste
at :

A ) General Individual & Public
Places B) COVID -19 Suspects
quarantined at Camps and House-
hold

Community containment area
C) Hospitals: i. Primary screening
centres /OPD, ii) COVID 19 Patients
Isolation hospitals (including criti-
cal patients) iii) COVID-19 Testing
& R&D labs & others (Collection
centres & small pathology lab) and
Biomedical Waste CTFs.

Further on 4th April, 2020 circu-
lated guidelines through UDD,
GoM issued guidelines to all ULBS
“Segregation and safe manage-
ment of BMW and MSW gener-
ated at Quarantined Homes and
Containment areas”.

Central Pollution Control Board,
Delhi published the guidelines on
18.03.2020 for COVID 19 waste
management at: a) COVID Isola-
tion Wards b) Sample Collection
Centres and Laboratories for Covid
Patients c) Quarantine Camps &
Home Care for COVID suspected
patients d) Duties of BMW CTFs
and e) Duties of SPCB/PCC. Further
isuued revised guidelines includ-
ing f) Duties of Urban Local Bod-
ies and g) Management of waste-
water from HCFs / Isolation Wards
19th April 2020.

Maharashtra is having 29 CTF
having total treatment capacity of
91.2 MT/day. Before lockdown av-
erage generation of BMW was 62
MT/day. Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board started daily track-
ing the COVID-19 Waste collection
and disposal through online por-
tal w.e.f. 1.04.2020.The Bio Med-
ical waste COVID and Non COVID
collected durin April and May
2020 is as bellow:

In view of increasing waste in
Mumbai & Pune Metropolitan
Area treatment capacity Gap As-

sessment was done by MPCB and
ensured tie up of CTFs and Munic-
ipal corporations with nearest
BMW CTFs and utilising spare ca-
pacity available at CTFs for dis-
posal. ULBs and CTFs are directed
to prepare contingency plan to
manage excess biomedical waste
generated. Further MPCB ensured,
in case the BMW quantity exceeds
the total BMW treatment capacity
available in the state, the Common
Hazardous Waste Treatment facili-
ties located at Taloja, Ranjangaon
and Butibori are directed to be
prepared for accepting BMW for
disposal.

Hon’ble National Green Tribunal
(NGT) Principal Bench in Original
Application No 72/2020 Order
Dtd. 23.04.2020 directed CPCB to
take certain steps to ensure COVID
-19 BMW is managed effectively.
In compliance of which Maharash-
tra ensured following steps the
through various stake holders.

i) Intimated all District Collec-
tors to convene meetings of Dis-
trict Advisory committee to inform
and implement Hon’ble NGT direc-
tions, CPCB & SPCB guidelines and
ensure effective management of
COVID Waste. Out of 36 DAC 30
districts have conducted DAC
meetings till 2.06.2020.

ii) Directed to ensure Training of
Health care and Sanitary workers
at grass root level using ToT ex-
perts issued and training material
uploaded on MPCB website.

iii) Intimated all RO & SRO of
MPCB to ensure uploading of
BMW data on web-based app for
“COVID19 BWM” developed by
CPCB and reporting is started.

Awareness about the precau-
tions & steps to be taken by all
handlers & workers as well as citi-
zens, for Safe Management of Bio-
Medical Waste and COVID-19
Waste:

Meeting conducted by Hon’ble
Chief Secretary, GOM on
4.05.2020 and as per directions,
MPCB & State Departments cre-
ated Awareness through Webi-
nars, News in Print and TV on
COVID-19: Medical Waste Man-
agement, Published the periodical
updates on COVID -19

Waste Management, Guide-
lines, posters, and videos are made
available at MPCB website, Pro-

vided Specific guidance for Sanita-
tion workers at STPs/FSTPs. Col-
laborated with UNIDO, Delhi and
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Management of
COVID-19 Bio-Medical
Waste in Maharashtra

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,
I am sure the fact that I have opted to write

an open letter instead of taking to the usual
route of making posts on various social media
sites is noted by you! The only subject the en-
tire social media is revolving around for the
last two months is nothing but the Coron-
avirus. This bane of a virus has claimed thou-
sands of lives in the world bringing the ad-
vancement of the world to a full and painful
stop. The scientist community is toiling day
and night to invent a reliable treatment
against this virus and change the gruesome
reality around us for the better.

Anybody predicting just six months ago
that the world would be facing a pandemic
which is to bring everything to a stop would
have been met with ridicule. But we hardly
need a reminder of the gruesome reality to-
day. This pandemic has thrown the wheel of
the economy in a quagmire of chaos.

This grave predicament has altered our
overall view of our life.The rains are untimely,
the climate is increasingly becoming unpre-
dictable, hailstorms here and famines there.
But our only evasive reaction to all this is ‘Let
us take one day in our stride at a time.’ Do we
bother to acknowledge that our negligence
meted out to nature and the climate cycle for
years together has brought us to this situa-
tion? If we look at the situation closely, we
may find that the environment is being
thrown off balance owing to our rampant use
of polythene, our unrestricted use of water,
overuse of natural resources, tree felling and
non-segregation of domestic waste. Not that
we have a lot of time now, but we may still
arrest our fall towards total annihilation.
These Corona days have shown us that we
are forced to incarcerate owing to fear of
death while the animals and birds are mov-
ing everywhere.

Today, on World Environment Day, I request
you with hands folded to take care of nature.
Let’s remind ourselves that we also serve
Mother Nature. We cannot match nature’s
immeasurable might however great our ad-
vancements might be. Let us live an environ-
ment-friendly life and protect Earth.

This is the apt time to think and act to-
wards environment conservation.A united re-
solve has power to turn the tide and rejuve-
nate our environment.

Sincerely yours,
Aaditya Thackeray

Green greetings
to all environment

loving citizens
out there!

Dr. Amar Supate, Principal Scientific Officer, MPCB

MSRMC, Bengaluru for finalisation of
documentary for COVID Waste man-
agement.

MPCB developed Training of Trainers
(ToT) with UNICEF, and AIILSG Mumbai
for Sanitation, Hygiene and BMW man-
agement at COVID hospitals and Quar-
antine camps and Sanitary workers at
ULBs and extended web-based training
through Webinar to ULBs (Municipal
Commissioners, Dy. MCs, Chief Officers
& Nodal officers), BMW CTF Operators,
COVID HCES Nodal Officers and MPCB
Officers & Scientists.

Training Faculty involved experts
from WHO, Mumbai, MCGM, AIILSG,
Tata Trust, NEERI, Nagpur, VMMC Saf-
darjang Hospital, Delhi, CPCB Delhi and
MPCB. Training was attended by 4875
participants from various organisations.
About 1200 ToT participants are ex-
pected to impart further training at local
level.

The other stake holder departments
also taken action for COVID Waste man-
agement as bellow:

1. Water Supply and
Sanitation Department
(WS&SD):

■ Published information
booklet on COVID-19 infec-
tion, disease symptoms, so-
cial stigma, need for per-
sonal hygiene, use of mask,
social distancing, and
guidelines for front line
workers for prevention &
waste handling and distrib-
uted at village level.

■ Training given to
32,907 sanitation workers
appointed at village level.
Awareness material, video
etc are prepared and dis-
seminated using social media, public
announcement etc.

2. Industry, Energy & Labour
Department:

■ Labour Commissioner and Direc-
tor, Boiler Department has issued direc-
tions to all establishments to strictly fol-
low Sanitation, social distancing, and

compulsory use of mask at workplace.
Further directed to ensure provision of
adequate provision of PPEs to labours
& security personals.

3. Swachh Bharat Mission,
Urban Development Department
(UDD-2):

■ Communicated CPCB and State

guidelines, Hon’ble NGT order and
MoM of Chief Secretary, GoM to all 391
ULBs in the state.

■ All the ULBs are ensuring safe col-
lection and disposal of COVID-19 waste
through BMW CTFs attached, till now
ULBs have identified 2252 quarantine
camps, 197063 quarantine homes/cares

and total number of
workers involved is
33509 out of which
10,281 are dedicated
for quarantine
homes/camps.

■ 82% of ULBs iden-
tified quarantine camps
/homes/cares,

■ 82% of ULBs have
setup separate team of
workers engaged in
COVID Waste collection
at quarantine
homes/home care,

■ 85 % ULBs have
provision of Yellow bags
for COVID Waste collec-

tion,
■ All ULBs have dedicated waste

management teams,
■ 100% ULBs waste handling staff

has attended ToT provided by MPCB,
■ 96% ULBs are equipped with ad-

equate PPE to waste handlers,
■ 91% ULBS are provided with dedi-

cated NMW trolley,
4. Public Health Department:
■ GOM adopted NCDC guidelines

for COVID-19 isolation hospitals and
quarantine wards on 1.04.2020 and fol-
lowing BMW Management strictly as
per guidelines mentioned therein.

■ Arranged State ToT on 12-13
March 2020 at Pune for Dist. Level offi-
cers (2462 Nos) for containment of
COVID-19 including IPC and BMW
Management.

5. Medical Education, Research
and Drug Department:

■ Ensured COVID -19 and BMW
Management through ICC in each hos-
pital and assured to upload daily data
to CPCB App.

■ Compiling Daily update on train-
ing of health care workers (HCW).

6. Department of Environment
■ Conduct weekly meeting with

MPCB to review status of BMW collec-
tion & Disposal, compliance status of
Hon’ble NGT Orders and compliance of
BMW Rules, 2016.

Sl. No. Month COVID-19 Non COVID-19 Total BMW
BMW (MT) BMW (MT)

1 April, 2020 208.70 1170.45 1397.15
Av. 7.0 MTD Av. 39.0 MTD 46 MTD

2 May 2020 437.35 933.52 2312.67
(25th May) Av. 17.5 MTD Av. 37.5 MTD 55.00 MTD
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SOMYALAKHANI
NEWDELHI,JUNE4

A67-YEAR-OLDnurseatamater-
nity centre inWest Delhi died
Wednesday, four days after she
testedpositiveforCovid-19.
Rajammaworked at Shivaji

Maternity Centre, a two-bed
clinic, in TagoreGarden for over
twodecades.Around10daysago,
she returned home fromwork
andcomplainedofbodyacheand
cough, said her daughter Divya
Madhusudan(29). “Shestopped
going to work, and developed
fever and severe cough. Last
Friday,wegother test done, and
onSunday, theresultcameposi-
tive. By then, shehaddeveloped
breathingissues,”saidDivya.
Rajamma’s niece Shobha,

who lives nearby, said she got a
call from themMonday about
needing helpwith hospital ad-
mission. “Rajammawas sick, so
wasDivya,who isalsoanurseat
a hospital nearby. I called police
andtheysentanambulancethat
went to Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Hospitalfirst.Asnobedwasavail-
able, Rajammawas taken to Lok
NayakHospital, where shewas
admitted,”saidShobha.
Soonafter, shewasmoved to

the ICU, and around 1.30 am
Wednesday,shepassedaway.Her
daughter saidRajammawasdia-
betic. As of now,Divya is under
homequarantine and is unwell,
whileherfatherMadhusudan(68)
isalsoinhomequarantineandhas
displayednosymptomssofar.
Rajamma’s colleague Sunita,

whoworkedwithheratthecen-
trefor20years,said,“Shetreated
patients like family and ab-
solutely lovedbabies.Shewould
treat themlikeherown, andpa-
tientswouldleaveveryhappy.”
DrAshokJain,ownerofShivaji

Maternitycentre, said, “Wehave
twobedsinthehospitalandthree
nurses. No patient has been ad-
mitted in amonth, andwepro-
videdmasks, gloves and sanitis-

ers tothestaff.NoPPEwasgiven
aswearea clinic only andaren’t
treatinganypatientswithCovid-
likesymptoms.”
Divyasaidhermotherhadspo-

kenaboutthelackofPPEs:“Thelast
dayshereported towork, shere-
turnedhomestressed.Shesaidshe
hadcomeincontactwithapreg-
nantpatientwhohadfever, cough.
Afterthat,shefellsick.Ihaven’tre-
portedtoworkinovertwomonths
asIhadpendingleaves.”
Rajamma,whoworkedatthe

centre for 20 years, earned
aroundRs 10,000 amonth, said
her daughter. She hailed from
Kerala’sKottayamandsettledin
Delhi around40yearsago.
As newsof Rajamma’s death

reachedhercolleagues,griefand
fear set in. Her colleague Sunita
(55)saidhersonwon’tletherre-
turntoworkafterheheardabout
Rajamma’s death. “The centre
gaveusmasks,glovesandashield
too.Thecentre’sentrance,thefur-
niturewere sanitised at regular
intervals.Wedidn’thavePPEkits
butweneverthoughtweneeded
themeither,”saidSunita.
On May 24, 46-year-old

nursing officer Ambika PK,who
workedatKalraHospitalinWest
Delhi,haddiedofCovid-19com-
plications.

ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,JUNE4

PRIVATEHOSPITALS in the city
that are unable to reserve 20%
beds for treatment of Covid-19
patientswill be converted fully
intoCovidhospitals,saidDeputy
Chief MinisterManish Sisodia
Thursday.Atpresent,fivegovern-
menthospitalsandthreeprivate
hospitalsarefunctioningascom-
pleteCovid-19facilities.
“There are a few private

hospitalswhichare facingdiffi-
culties in reserving20%of their
bed capacity for Covid-19 pa-
tients. If they do not agree to
the Delhi government’s direc-
tion..., we will have to convert
theminto fullydedicatedCovid
hospitals,” he said.
Thegovernmenthasdirected

61 private hospitals, with a ca-
pacityof70ormorebeds,toear-
mark20%oftheirbedsforCovid-
19patientsandhasgiventhema
day’s time to take a decision.
“They have time till tomorrow,”
saidtheDeputyCM.
Threemoreprivate hospitals

—SirGangaRam,Moolchandand
SarojSuperSpeciality—werede-
claredCovidhospitalsbythegov-
ernmentWednesday.
Thehospitalsarefunctioning

on concessional land and, as per
officials, are obliged to provide
10%IPDand25%OPDservices to
EWSpatientsfreeofcharge.Each
hospitalwill be reserving25%of
the total bed capacity for EWS
Covidpatients,andthetreatment
willbefreeof cost.
Lastmonth,theDelhigovern-

ment had ordered 117 private
hospitals and nursing homes,
with50ormorebeds, to reserve
20% beds for Covid patients.
Severalnursinghomesinthecity
have aired apprehensions over
the mixing of Covid and non-
Covidpatients.
“This isnota long-termsolu-

tion.Non-Covidpatientswillsuf-
fer asmost of the hospitalswill
start providing treatment to
Covid-19patients...Whileprovid-
ing treatment to Covid-19 pa-
tients,weshouldnotforgetabout
alargenumberofpatientssuffer-
ing fromheart ailments, cancer
andothercomorbidities,”saidDr
Ajey Bedi, secretary, Delhi
MedicalAssociation(DMA).
The Delhi government has

also issued an order to private
hospitals in the city to reserve
bedsforthetreatmentofEWSpa-
tientsinfectedwithCovid-19.The
governmenthasasked42hospi-
tals with 50 andmore beds to
sendacompliancereportinthree
days, failingwhichactionwillbe
initiatedagainstthehospital.

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI,JUNE4

TILL APRIL 19, the idea of Delhi-
NCRasasingularentity,spanning
the national capital and 23 dis-
tricts across Uttar Pradesh,
HaryanaandRajasthanwasaro-
bustone—atleastonpaper.
April 21marked the begin-

ning of its unravelling,with the
Ghaziabad administration seal-
ingborderswithDelhi.Adaylater,
Gautam Budh Nagar, under
whichNoida andGreaterNoida
fall, tooshutthecapitalout.
Ten days later, the Haryana

governmentannouncedcurbson
entry toGurgaon and other dis-
tricts bordering Delhi. While
Noida has kept its borders shut
eversinceApril21,Ghaziabadof-
fered some relaxations onMay
22,onlytoresealonMay26.
TheGurgaon administration

announced lifting of all curbs
fromthefirstweekofJune—only
to be greetedwithDelhi’s deci-
siontolockbordersfromJune1.
The Covid-19 pandemic has

effectivelyupendedthevisionof
a“balancedandharmonised”de-
velopmentofDelhiandNCR—for
whichtheNationalCapitalRegion
Planning Board came into exis-
tencein1985—likeneverbefore.
The board,which comesun-

der theMinistry of Housing and
UrbanAffairs,hasentireDelhi,13
districts of Haryana, sevenof UP
and two of Rajasthan under its

fold, covering an area of about
55,000 sq km. The rationale be-
hinditscreationwasto“promote
balancedandharmoniseddevel-
opment of the region, and to
avoid any haphazard develop-
ment”,officialrecordsshow.
The17-memberbody,having

the L-Gof theDelhi, andvarious
CMs and Chief Secretaries on
board, is supposed to create re-
gionalplans,coordinateenforce-
ment,arrangeandprovidefunds,
amongotherfunctions.
FormerDelhiChief Secretary

Shailaja Chandra believes there
hasbeenahugeneglect of plan-
ning, foresight and concern for
citizenswhowere supposed to
benefitfromtheentireNCRplan-
ningconcept.“TheNCRPlanning
Boardhasbeena low-keydraw-
ing board kind of body. The or-

ganisationor its parentministry
shouldhavevisualisedthe inter-
regional and intercity policing,
trafficandcommutingneedsand
planned for themdecades ago.
The states of UP, Haryana, par-
tially Rajasthan and the UT of
Delhishouldhavebeenboundto
haveplannedforthiscollectively.
Toll bridges and paid flyovers
have functioned as a source of
revenue andnone of these bod-
iesdidanysortofinterstateorin-
tercity consulting keeping com-
muterconvenienceinmind.
“Thechaoshasonlyexploded

during lockdownbut itmust be
addressedprofessionallyandnot
lefttothepiqueandultimatums
of individual states. Satellite im-
agery and artificial intelligence
has to be used based on time of
the daymovement of different

kinds of vehicles. All states
shouldhavecross-borderagree-
ments on incentivising use of
public transport and restricting
congestion at peak hours,”
ChandratoldThe IndianExpress.
However, GhaziabadDistrict

MagistrateAjayShankarPandey
believes the present situation
mustbe lookedat fromthe con-
text of the pandemic. “All agen-
cies inNCRareworking towards
eradicatingthisdisease.Withre-
gard to the borders, there is no
denying that there are some
pointswhicharenotcommonto
all. The means adopted by
Ghaziabadaredifferentfromthat
inDelhi.But this is temporary. In
themonthstocome,...wewillget
backonthetrackofcommonde-
velopmentoftheregion.Therec-
ommendations and decision by
theNCRplanningboard and the
governmentwill be abided by
andwewill implement itwith-
outanyfriction,”Pandeysaid.
Amit Khatri, the Deputy

Commissioner of Gurgaon, said
his administration had now
done away with the border
curbs,whichhadtobe imposed
keepingaspectsofpublichealth
inmind. “We have avoided the
use of the term sealing. For all
practical purposes, we tried to
regulate bordermovement and
allthoseattachedwithessential
services and holding e-passes
wereallowedentry...Wetriedto
balance the health and eco-
nomicneeds,”Khatri said.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JUNE4

AAMAADMI Party (AAP) Rajya
Sabha MP Sanjay Singh char-
teredaflighttotake180migrant
workers fromDelhi to Bihar on
Thursday.
Singh had, onWednesday,

used33ofthe34flightticketsal-
lottedtohimonaccountofbeing
anMP, to transportmigrants to
Bihar. He returned from the air-
portonthesameday.Heaccom-
panied theworkers on the flight
on Thursday aswell andwould
returntoDelhiatnight,members
ofhisteamsaid.

Singhpostedavideofromthe
Delhiairportinwhichheisheard
tellingtheworkers that thestate

unitof thepartywill takecareof
their travel arrangements from
the Patna airport. He also re-
quested them to return toDelhi
whenthesituationimproved.
“Whenever the situation is

better,pleasereturntoDelhi.This
city is yours.When this is over,
please come back to your jobs.
Wesupportandunderstandyour
needtogohomeatatimelikethis
butpleasereturn,”hesaid.
Migrants across the country

have been trying to go back to
their hometowns over the past
twomonths after a nation-wide
lockdownwasimposed.
According to party insiders,

charteringtheflightcostbetween

Rs 12 and 13 lakh. “Themoney
was donated by organisations
andsomeindividuals.Singhalso
contributed. The flight left for
Patna on Thursday evening and
hewillbebackatnight,”amem-
berfromSingh’steamsaid.
According to directions

passed by the Delhi govern-
ment, Singhwillnowremain in
quarantine for seven days after
he exits from the Delhi airport.
This quarantine can be com-
pletedathome.
Over the past month, over

3 lakh migrant workers have
taken Shramik Special trains
fromDelhi. Most of them trav-
elled toUPandBihar.

Govt hardens stand:
Will take over entire
facility if not 20% beds

Another nurse succumbs: ‘20
years at clinic, she loved babies’

Blocked borders expose another
Covid casualty: The concept of NCR

To take migrants home, a chartered flight

Hotel moves
court over
call to attach
it to hospital

MALLICAJOSHI&
PRITAMPALSINGH
NEWDELHI,JUNE4

HOTELSINthecitythathavebeen
ropedinbytheDelhigovernment
to act as attachments to private
hospitalsandadmitpatientshave
raised several issues in the plan
with district-level authorities,
with one going to court against
thedecision.
Seekingastayonthegovern-

ment’sorderforrequisition,CHL
Limited, which owns theHotel
Surya(200beds) inNewFriends
Colony,filedapetitionintheDelhi
HighCourt.Itistoactasanexten-
sion to Indraprastha Apollo
Hospital. Thematterwas heard
Thursdaybutorder isawaited.
Theotherhotelsrequisitioned

are Hotel Crown Plaza; Hotel
Jivitesh; Hotel Siddharth; and
HotelSheraton.
CHL Limited’s petition chal-

lenged the Delhi government’s
May29 order requisitioning the
hotels,wherebymedicalservices
are to be providedby thehospi-
tals. The petitioner said that the
government had fixed the fees
withoutconsultingit.
According to sources in the

Delhi government, three other
hotelshavealsoraisedconcerns,
including that businesswill suf-
fer after they go back to normal
functioning as patronswill not
want to stay at a hotel that has
servedasaCovidhospital.
“Weareintalkswiththem.A

solutionwill be reached soon,”
saidaseniorgovernmentofficial.

RajammadiedWednesday

Pvthospitalshavetimetill
tomorrowtodecide:Sisodia

180migrantsonboardthe
flight toBihar. Twitter

AtUP-Delhiborder.Noidahasshut itsbordersinceApril21

Policeman
suspended
New Delhi: An assistant
sub-inspector of Delhi
Police was suspended
with “immediate effect”
for not wearing a face
maskandfailingtomain-
tain social distancing
normsinoffice.TheASIis
posted with the 4th
BattalionofDelhiArmed
Police. This is the first
time departmental ac-
tion has been taken
against police personnel
for not following social
distancingnorms.

Powerdiscom
launchesnew
‘smart’feature
New Delhi: Tata Power-
DDL,aleadingpowerutil-
itysupplyingelectricityto
apopulaceof 7million in
North Delhi, has intro-
duced a smart feature of
Self-MeterReadingforits
consumersduringtheon-
going pandemic, in line
with theDelhi Electricity
RegulatoryCommission’s
guidelines to ensure
safety of consumers.
Underthis initiative,con-
sumers canget their bills
basedontheactualmeter
readingasopposedtothe
provisionalbills.

20Metro
employees
testpositive
NewDelhi:Asmanyas20
employees of Delhi
MetrohavetestedCovid-
19positivesofar,sources
said Thursday. “Some
employees, scattered
across Delhi-NCR, have
unfortunately been in-
fected by the virus. They
are all safe and recover-
ing gradually,” DMRC
said inastatement.

DU toskip
examsfor1st,
2ndyrstudents
NewDelhi:DUThursday
saiditwouldnotholdex-
aminations for first- and
second-yearUGstudents,
and that assessment
would be done on based
on the previous semes-
ter’smarks and internal
assessment. It said itwas
a “one-time measure”
takeninlightoftheCovid-
19pandemic.Thisapplies
to regular students
studying in various DU
colleges,SOLandtheNon-
Collegiate Women’s
Education Board. It also
applies to first-year PG
students.

Manheldfor
killingcabdriver
New Delhi: A car dealer
was arrested from
JharkhandonMay30for
allegedly killing a cab
driver inabid tostealhis
vehicle at Southeast
DelhionMarch19,police
said.ENS

BRIEFLY

SIRGANGARAMHOSPITALAMONG3MORECONVERTED

ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

ANORDERbytheDelhigovern-
ment to convert three private
hospitals in the city into Covid-
designated facilities has led to
apprehensions overwhat hap-
pens to non-Covid patients ad-
mitted there. OnWednesday,
the Delhi government declared
thatSirGangaRam,Moolchand
andSaroj Super Speciality,with
bed capacities of 508, 140 and
154 respectively, will now be
Covidhospitals.
The hospitals are in an over-

drivetoprepareforthetransition
— from shifting or discharging

patientstoarrangingmanpower,
PPEs,N95masksandgloves.
While Sir Ganga Ram

Hospitalwill earmark 80% of its
beds, the others will reserve
100%. These three are function-
ing on concessional lands, and
eachwillreserve25%of thetotal
bed capacity for EWSCovid pa-
tients, tobetreatedfreeof cost.
“Thereare60patientsadmit-

ted at present.We are trying to
figureouthowmanycanbedis-
chargedandhowmanyneedfur-
thertreatment.Wecan’tjustrefer
themtoanyotherhospital; they
areourresponsibility.Startingto-
day,wehavestoppedtakingnon-
Covidpatients,”saidaseniordoc-
torfromoneof thehospitals.

The675-bedGangaRamhos-
pitalhastoearmark508bedsfor
Covidpatients.However,thehos-
pital’stestinglabwasrecentlyis-
sued a showcause notice by the
government for allegeddelayed
testingandfloutingICMRproto-
col.Thelab,onanaverage,would
conduct 300-350 tests a day.
Sources saidunless testing is al-
lowedtoresume,thedaysahead
will be difficult, especially since
20%of thebedsarestill reserved
fornon-Covidpatients.
Sources also said patients

with scheduled procedures,
such as deliveries, are now ap-
prehensiveofbeingadmittedto
a largelyCovid facility.
Then there’s the issue of in-

sufficient time. InMarch, AIIMS
hadconverteditstraumacentre
intoaCovidfacility,andexisting
patientswereshiftedinaphased
mannertothemainAIIMScam-
pus. Healthcare workers were
trainedforamonthbeforedeal-
ingwithCovidpatients.
“It isextremely important to

look at the centralised AC sys-
tem,asCovidandnon-Covidar-
eas should not get mixed. Any
hospital,before functioningasa
Covidfacility,shouldensuresuf-
ficient oxygen points, place for
ICUbedsandspaceforadmitting
patients withmoderate symp-
toms. There should be enough
manpower,PPEkits,”saidDrDK
Sharma, medical superinten-

dentofAIIMS,addingthatittook
around10days for theadminis-
tration toconvert the facility.
Similarly, a senior official

from Lok Nayak said it took at
leastthree-fourdaysforthetran-
sition. “Manypatientsweredis-
charged and some shifted to
otherhospitals,”saidtheofficial,
admitting that regular patients
dohave tobear thebrunt.
Another private hospital

said: “Many patients have been
availing treatment with us for
months, even years. They will
nevergotoagovernmenthospi-
tal,butwhatchoicedowehave?
While treating Covid patients,
we cannot forget about those
withother seriousailments.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JUNE4

AWAR of words broke out be-
tween Union Health Minister
HarshVardhanandDelhiHealth
MinisterSatyendarJainoverwhat
theAAP government claims are
“false positive”Covid test results
fromCentre-runRamManohar
LohiaHospital,withVardhansay-
ing Jain should focuson improv-
inghealthcarefacilitiesinDelhiin-
steadofseeking“cheappublicity”.
Jain said Thursday that the

hospitalwasdelayingresultsand
thatwhen30testsconductedby
itwereretestedadaylater, itwas
found that 14were either nega-
tiveorinconclusive.Jainalsosaid
that the hospitalwas not giving
testreportswithin24hours.
“Firstly,theyarenotgivingre-

portsontime.70%Covidpatients
aredyingwithin24hours of be-
inghospitalised. This is because
theyhadgottestsdonebutreports
werenotavailableforfivetoseven

daysandtheydidnotknowthey
had Covid. Resultsmust be de-
claredwithin24hours,”hesaid.
Headdedthatthepercentage

of false positive cases being de-
clared by the hospitalwas high.
“Recently, RMLHospital tested
94%samplesaspositive inaday.
On retesting, we found 45% of
these to be negative. I have spo-
ken to the UnionMinister and
have asked them to either shut
thelaborrectifythings,”Jainsaid.
Vardhan hit back: “It is not

righttopoliticiseCovidinsteadof

controlling it in Delhi. Thiswill
onlyweaken the country in its
fight against thedisease. Instead
ofmakingallegationsagainstare-
putedhospitallikeRMLforcheap
publicity,SatyendarJainjishould
fixhealthcarefacilitiesinthecity.”
RMLHospital spokesperson

Smriti Tiwari called the Delhi
government’s allegations “false
andbaseless”.
Hospital sourcesclaimedthe

initial delayswere due to lack of
testing kits, but the backlog has
been cleared now. “We have a
high positivity rate because our
hospital is close to hotspots in
CentralDelhi,”saidanofficial.
Delhi saw 1,319 fresh Covid

casesin24hours,takingthetotal
to25,004.Atotalof44deaths,of
which22occurredover thepast
24hours,werealsoreported.
Thereare14,456activecases

in the city, of which 3,306 are
hospitalised, 9,473 are in home
quarantine, 1,164 are in Covid
careandhealthcentresandoth-
ersarebeingassessed.

Pandemic politics: Harsh
Vardhan targets Satyendar
Jain over RML criticism

As hospitals turn Covid-only,worries
overwhere other patientswill go

Vardhansaid Jainshould
focusonimprovinghealth
facilities inDelhi

TRACK RECORD
Traincoachesmodified intoCovidcarecentres, stationednearShakurBastiRailwayStation,Thursday.AmitMehra
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TWOMORECHARGESHEETSFILED

SOMYALAKHANI
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

THEDELHI PoliceCrimeBranch
on Thursday filed two more
chargesheetsincasespertaining
to the Northeast Delhi riots,
which tookplace inFebruary.
The police investigation in

themurder of brothersHashim
Ali and Amir Ali on the night of
February 26 in Johripur has
foundthat “duringpeakrioting,
aWhatsApp groupwas created
on the intervening night of

February 25 and 26, which has
125members”.
As per a Delhi Police state-

ment shared Thursday by
AdditionalPROAnilMittal,“Two
active members of the
WhatsApp groupwere located
and joined in the investigation.
During the investigation, their
mobile phones were scanned
and the specific WhatsApp
group created on February 25
wasalso identified”.
“It was revealed that while

somemembers of these groups
wereonlysendingandreceiving

chats, fewotherswere involved
inactive rioting,”police said.
In thenote shared byMittal,

police said “around 9.40 am on
February 27, three dead bodies
were recovered” from the area,
and“onebodywasfoundonthe
same day around 4 pm from
Johripurnallah”.On thebasis of
eyewitness accounts and tech-
nical evidences, nine people
werearrestedforHashim’smur-
der, and11 forAmir’smurder.
“Boththedeceasedwerereal

brotherswhoweremurderedon
February 26 between9pmand

10 pm. All the accused persons
arepresentlyinjudicialcustody.
Their several bail applications
havebeenrejected,”policesaid.
On Thursday, the Crime

Branchalsofiledachargesheetin
themurder of DilbarNegi,who
usedtoworkatAnilSweetsinShiv
Vihar.AbriefnotesharedbyDelhi
PoliceThursdaymorningread,“At
about 3 pm, a mob of Muslim
community came fromBrijpuri
Puliasideandstartedrioting.The
riotingmobtargetedtheproper-
tiesofHindus,thatisAnilSweets,
Anil Dairy & Pastry shop, book

shop,DRPschool,andgodownof
AnilSweetshop,bytorchingthem
till latenight, and themobof the
same rioters community re-
maineddominanttill latenight.”
Thenotementionsthatinthe

meantime,“oneRahulSolankiof
Mahalaxmi Enclave was also
shot dead late evening. In close
proximity,asmanyas12casesof
rioting,arson,andmurderwere
registered”.
ThenotesaysthatNegi,“had

gone to the godown of Anil
Sweetshopforlunchandtorest.
He could not be located till late

night. The riots continued on
February 25. On February 26
afternoon, local police of
Gokulpuripolicestationcameto
know about the dead body of a
male person at the godown of
Anil Sweet shop”.
Policesaidthebodywasfound

in a charred condition andwas
later identified as Negi’s. In the
note, police said, “TheCDRs (call
detail reports) of witnesses and
suspectswere analysed, and on
thebasis of eyewitness accounts
and technical evidences, 12 ac-
cusedpersonswerearrested”.

PRITAMPALSINGH
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

THEDELHIPoliceCrimeBranch
Thursday told the Delhi High
Court that the violence during
theanti-CAAprotestnear Jamia
Millia Islamia last December
was “not sporadic” but a “well
planned incident”, as “rioters”
were“armedwithstones, lathis,
petrolbombs,etc,whichclearly
manifests that the intention of
themobwas todisrupt lawand
order in thearea”.
Police, in its preliminary affi-

davit filed through advocates
AmitMahajanandRajatNair,said
that in the“... garbof studentag-
itation,what happened appears
tobeawell-plannedandorches-
tratedattemptbysomepersons,
withlocalsupport(whowerenot
students),tointentionallyperpe-
trateviolenceinthearea”.
It claimed that it was “only

due to unavoidable circum-
stances, as contemporaneously
captured in electronic evidence
gathered by respondent (Delhi
Police),thatitbecameimperative
for it to enter the university
whichwasbeingusedasashield
byrioterstopeltstonesandother

lethalobjectsonthepoliceforce”.
TheresponsewasfiledinaPIL

by advocate Nabila Hasan and
other related petitions with
regard to the incidents of
December 13 and15 in the area
aroundtheuniversity.
The December 15 protests

had spiralled intoviolence after
asectionofprotesters, including
Jamia students and local
residents, tried to march to
Parliamentbutwerestoppedby
policeatMathuraRoad.Asasec-
tionofprotestersstartedpelting
stonesandsetbusesandprivate
vehiclesonfire,policeretaliated

withlathi-chargeandeventually
stormed the campus. Several
students sustained injuries.
Theotherpetitionersinclude

lawyers, Jamia students, resi-
dents of Okhla and the Imamof
JamaMasjid mosque opposite
Parliament House, who have
soughtaction,includingmedical
treatmentandcompensationfor
studentsandregistrationofFIRs
againsterringpoliceofficers.
The affidavit said, “The fact

that 65 police personnel sus-
tained injurieswould showex-
tent of violence,which could be
successfullycontainedintheend.
All189individuals(whichinclude
students)were takentothehos-
pital, fromwheremost of them
left after some time after taking
necessary treatment. Out of the
persons temporarily appre-
hendedforthepurposeofverifi-
cation, thosewhowerestudents
were handed over by the police
authoritiestotheproctor(univer-
sity),whowas called by the po-
lice,who identified the students
andacceptedinwritingofhaving
received them. No studentwas
ever arrested or detained either
inthepolicelockuporotherwise
atthattime,noranystudentisar-
restedordetainedtilldate.”

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, JUNE4

RAMNARESH (58) hasworked
atthepainting/finishingdivision
of the Atlas Cycles factory in
Ghaziabad for the last 20 years.
With the factory’s average out-
putof1.5lakhproductsamonth,
Naresh’s skilled hands have
givenfinal touchestoover lakhs
of bicycles. Despite the years of
service, he found himself “laid
off”withoutpriornotice.
“I don’t knowwhere to go

from here. We have given our
livestothiscompany...Eitherwe
stayhereanddieofhungerorwe
go back to our villages.We are
ruined,” said Naresh, who hails
from UP’s Gorakhpur. He is
amongthe800workers laidoff.
OnWednesday, which also

happened to beWorld Bicycle
Day,anoticewasputupoutside
thepremisesof theAtlasfactory
in Sahibabad’s Site IV, which
stated, “As employees are well
aware, the company has been
goingthroughfinanciallossesfor
thepast severalyears.Thecom-
panyhasexhausteditsresources
andthereisnosourceof income.
There are not enough funds for

daily expenses either. Till the
timeasourceof incomeisavail-
able, rawmaterial will not be
purchased. As a result, the fac-
torycannotfunctiontill finances
are sorted out. Hence a ‘lay off’
has been announced. To avail
monetary compensation, they
(employees) must punch-in at
givenstart timeof theirduty.”
Workers claimed the com-

panyhasnotprovidedthemany
official document stating their
termination.Theywereaskedto
punch-intheirattendance,which
will merit them to half their
salaries. They claim they com-

pleted regular work hours on
June1and2,andwereinformed
of thenoticewhentheyreached
thepremisesonWednesday.
Started in 1951, Atlas Cycles

has set-ups in Haryana and
Madhya Pradesh apart from
Ghaziabad,wheremanufacturing
wascarriedoutinsevendivisions.
Thecompanyclaimstomanufac-
ture4millioncyclesayear.
Workers alleged production

hadcomedownfrom2.5lakhcy-
clesto1.5lakhcyclesamonthlast
year. The company did not re-
spond to a mail by The Indian
Expressseekingacomment.

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

“WHENYOUchoosetoplaywith
embers, you cannot blame the
windtohavecarriedthesparka
bit too farandspread the fire,” a
Delhi court has observedwhile
dismissingthebailpleaof Jamia
coordination committeemedia
coordinator Safoora Zargar. The
27-year-old, who is pregnant,
was arrested by the Special Cell
onApril 13 and is facing aUAPA
case in connection with the
Northeast Delhi riots. She is
lodged inTihar Jail.
Additional Sessions Judge

Dharmender Rana, in his order
passed Thursday, said that dur-
ing investigation of the case, “a
larger conspiracy is discernible
and a second investigation by
wayof a separate FIR tounravel
theentireconspiracysoundsnot
only logicalbutperfectly legal”.
Safoora’scounselTrideepPais

argued that the investigating
agencywascreatingafalsenarra-
tive to implicate innocent stu-
dentswhodon’tagreewithgov-
ernment policies. It was also
submittedthat“merelyholdinga
divergentviewisnooffence,and
bynostretchof imaginationcan
shebebrandedaterrorist”.
Theprosecutionhadsubmit-

tedthatSafoorahadmadeanin-
flammatoryspeechonFebruary
23 at Chand Bagh, which led
to violence and rioting in
Northeast Delhi. Additional
Public Prosecutor Irfan Ahmad
argued that therewas “enough
material available on record to
showthattheapplicant/accused
was involved in theDelhi riots”.
ASJRana, inhisorder, saidhe

agreedwiththedefencecounsel’s
submissionthatfreeflowofideas
and dissent through peaceful
protest constitutes the founda-
tion of a strong and vibrant
democracy,andthatexchangeof
ideasisthesteppingstoneofevo-
lution.However,theorderadded,
“The rightof speechandexpres-
sion, and for thatmatter protest

or demonstration, is not an ab-
soluterightandissubject torea-
sonablerestrictionsunderArticle
19(2)oftheConstitutionofIndia.”
ASJ Rana also dealt with

whether provisions of UAPA
have been rightfully invoked in
thiscase.“Anyactivitywhichhas
a tendency to create a disorder
ordisturbanceof lawandorder,
and to such an extent that the
entirecityisbroughttoitsknees
andentiregovernmentmachin-
eryhasbeenbroughttoagrind-
ing halt, such activity should be
obviouslytreatedasanunlawful
activity,” theorder read.
Thecourtalsonotedthatfrom

“thematerialonrecord,onecan-
notignorethecaseofprosecution
that the accused persons have
conspired to cause disruption of
such an extent andmagnitude
that itwould lead to disorderli-
ness anddisturbanceof lawand
orderatanunprecedentedscale”.
ASJRanasaidthatatthisstage,

thecourtwasnotrequiredtodis-
cussthemeritsoftheprosecution
case, but after going through a
statement filed under sections
161and164ofCrPC,coupledwith
WhatsApp chats on record, he
said,“Itcanbesafelyinferredthat
there is at least a conspiracy to
blockadetheroads.”
The court also did not agree

with the defence that Safoora
wasonlyliableforherindividual
acts and speeches and acts of
other members of the group
cannotbe readagainsther.

Court rejects Safoora
bail: ‘If you play with
embers, can’t blame
the wind for fire’

Entered Jamia as it was being
used as shield by rioters: Police

‘Resources exhausted’, Atlas cycle
factory lets go of 800 workers

TheAtlasCycles factory inSahibabad’sSite IV.GajendraYadav

NEDelhi riots: Inmurder of twobrothers, cops
point toWhatsAppgroupwith 125members

Policehadstormedthe
Jamiacampusafterviolence
inthearea lastDecember

SafooraZargar
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THEOUTBREAK
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CurbshavebeeneasedinVaranasi’smarkets,butnotghats.
Somestill turnedupattheGanga’sbanks. AnandSingh

Shoppersmakethemostof therelaxationinrestrictionsata
marketinthehill town. PradeepKumar

OPENING NOTES

Intheshadowofadefunctclocktower,AshokKumarhasbeenrunningastalltoexchangedamagedcurrencynotesforthe
last40years.Afterapauseduetothelockdown,the61year-oldisbackatthesamespot. GurmeetSingh

SHIMLA:12:30PM

Withtheeasingofcurbs,OldDelhihasstartedtolookmore
likeitsusualself. TashiTobgyal

OutforaruninSambhajiGarden.Pune’sparksarenowopen
forphysicalactivities,withsocialdistancing. AshishKale

DELHI:3:30PM

PUNE:5:30PM

LUDHIANA:5:00PM

VARANASI:2:00PM

Need large number of
makeshift hospitals in
near future: Govt to SC
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

FORESEEINGA“surge”inCovid-
19 cases, the Union Health
Ministry has said a “large num-
ber of temporary make-shift
hospitalswillhavetobecreated”
todealwiththis“innearfuture”.
“The number of cases of

Covid-19areconstantlyincreas-
ingandat somepointof time in
near future, apart from existing
hospitals, largenumberof tem-
porarymake-shifthospitalswill
havetobecreatedinordertoac-
commodate Covid-19 patients
requiring admission, medical
care and treatment,” the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare said in anaffidavit filed
in theSupremeCourt.
Itaddedthat“tosuccessfully

create optimum infrastructure
to provide bestmedical care to
the Covid patients, the Central

governmentwillalsohavetoad-
equatelyaddress thehumanre-
sources issue for this envisaged
surge capacity scenario. Hence,
conserving health care work
force is theneedof thehour...”
TheCentrewas replying toa

petition by Dr Arushi Jain who
wanted the court to direct the
government to takeovervacant
hotels, guesthouses etc and use
themasquarantine facilities for
frontlinemedicalworkers.
Thegovernmentsaidthesit-

uation is unprecedented and
there was no universally ac-
cepted protocol for treating
Covid-19.
Statingthatthesituationwas

“fluid”, it said the guidelines for
management are continuously
evolved,refinedandfine-tuned.
They are made by the experts
andcannotbealtered“basedon
the individual perception of
some medical professionals
which in certain cases, if not in

thepresentcase,canbebasedon
either their individual experi-
ence or on extraneous
considerations”.
It alsowent into various ad-

visories issued by the Centre to
states and Union Territories for
setting up quarantine facilities
and ensuring safety of health-
careworkers.
The government also said

thatwhiletheHospitalInfection
ControlCommitteeinthehealth
facility is responsible for
Implementing the Infection
PreventionandControlactivities
andfororganisingregulartrain-
ings for healthcare workers
(HCW), “the final responsibility
lieswiththeHCWtopreventin-
fection and to protect
himself/herself. This is true not
only for COVID but for number
of other infectious diseases to
which a HCW has potential to
get exposed as part of his/her
duty”.

DIVYAA
NEWDELHI,JUNE4

ASTORMthathitAgralastweek,
withwindspeedsof127kmper
hour, caused extensive damage
to themarble railing of the Taj
Mahalanduprootedtreesonthe
lawns. As the news reached the
authorities, officials and staff of
the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) — its primary care-
taker—hadtonavigatethenight
curfew in Covid hotspot Agra to
reach the spot. Thedamagewas
assessedanddocumentedinthe

weehours.
The world heritagemonu-

mentwasleftmostlyunattended
since the Centre ordered the
shutting of all ASI-protected
monuments on March 17.
Subsequently,asAgrasawaspike
inCovid-19cases,eventhemain-
tenance staff found it hard to
reachthepremises.
AnASI official told The Indian

Express, “We tried to ensure that
at leastminimalmaintenance
staff reachesourprotectedmon-
uments,sothatcleaning,horticul-
tureandsanitationactivitiescould
bedone. Butwherever amonu-

ment fell in a red zone,wewere
helpless.”
In Delhi, too, hardly any

maintenancestaff couldmakeit
inside the premises of Qutb
Minar, Red Fort and PuranaQila
because all districtswere desig-
natedredzones.
Incidentally, QutbMinar also

suffereddamageduringthelock-
down,asanallegedlydrunkman
crashedhisspeedingcar into the
periphery of the complex last
month.TheASI filedacomplaint
withpolice.
AftertheincidentatTajMahal,

newly designated ASI D-G V

Vidyavathi visited Agra. ASI
Superintending Archaeologist
VasantSwarnkarsaid,“Weareas-

sessing how thedamage canbe
fixed, andhowSOPs canbe cre-
ated once theMinistry of Home

Affairsallowsitsreopening.”
TheMinistry of Culture, in

consultation with the ASI, is
workingoncreating SOPs for all
ASI-protected monuments,
sourcestoldTheIndianExpress. It
is unlikely that the green signal
will be given this month.
However, the likely precautions
include doing awaywith ticket
windowsinfavourofe-ticketing,
allowing small groups inside,
sanitisation of premises and
keepingcongestedpartsofmon-
uments out of bounds, the
sourcessaid.
Taj gets an average of 6 lakh

tourists amonth, and itwill be a
mammoth task to ensure social
distancing there. However,
Swarnkar said they are not ex-
pectingarushat theoutset since
international travel remains sus-
pendedanddomesticmovement
forleisureislikelytobelimitedin
thecomingmonths.
On June1, theRajasthangov-

ernment reopened somemonu-
ments like JantarMantar, Hawa
Mahal and Amer Fort, which
come under the state govern-
ment’spurviewandarenotman-
aged by ASI. Prakash Chandra
Sharma, Director of the state’s

Department of Archaeology and
Museums,said:“Wehavealready
issuedSOPandinstructedallcon-
cerned to take required steps to
open the monuments.
Programmesby folk artistes can
alsobeorganised.”
However, he clarified that

monuments in containment
zones will not be opened, and
elephantridesandnighttourism
atallsitesremainsuspended.For
the first twoweeks, visitors’ en-
trywill be free to avoid rush at
ticket windows. The monu-
ments will open on alternate
days tostartwith.

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE, JUNE4

ANEW ICMR study that exam-
inedtheprophylacticroleofhy-
droxychloroquine(HCQ)topre-
venttheSARS-nCOV2hasfound
thattheriskofhealthcarework-
ers(HCWs)gettingtheinfection
was much less if a sustained
dosewas taken alongwith use
of Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE).
“Biologically, itappearsplau-

sible that HCQ prophylaxis, be-
fore onset of infection, may in-
hibit the virus from gaining a

foothold,” says the study
‘Healthcare workers & SARS-
CoV-2infectioninIndia:Acase-
control investigationinthetime
of Covid-19’, which was pub-
lished recently in the Indian
JournalofMedicalResearch.
HCWsareatanelevatedrisk

ofcontractingCovid-19,andthe
studyfindingscomecloseonthe
heels of the revised guidelines
which recommend the use of
hydroxychloroquineasapreven-
tive medication for asympto-
matic HCWs working in non-
Covid-19hospitals,frontlinestaff
onsurveillanceduty incontain-
ment zones and
paramilitary/police personnel

involved in coronavirus infec-
tion-relatedactivities.
While the ICMR has cau-

tioned that the intake of the
medicine should not instil a
senseof falsesecurity,thestudy,
whosemain emphasis was on
prevention of infections among
HCWs,hassaidsimplyinitiating
hydroxychloroquine(HCQ)pro-
phylaxisdidnotreducetheodds
of acquiring SARS-CoV-2 infec-
tionamongHCWs.
“However,with the intake of

fourormoremaintenancedoses
of HCQ, the protective effect
started emerging,” Dr Samiran
Panda,directorofICMR-National
AIDS Research Institute (NARI)

andoneofthestudyauthors,told
The Indian Express. “A significant
reduction (>80%) in the odds of
SARS-CoV-2 infection in the
HCWswasidentifiedwiththein-
takeof sixormoredosesofHCQ
prophylaxis.”
HCQ, a repurposed anti-

malarial drug, was empirically
recommendedasprophylaxisby
theNationalCovid-19TaskForce
in India tocoverHCWs.
Datacollectionforthisinves-

tigationwasdoneduringMay8-
23. HCWs tested between the
firstweekofAprilandtheendof
first week of May formed the
sample pool, fromwhich cases
(thosewhowere positive) and

controls (thosewhowerenega-
tive)weredrawn.TheICMRdata
portalcontainedtheresultsand
contact details of 23,898 symp-
tomaticHCWswhoweretested
for SARS-CoV-2 infection. From
this database, 21,402 records
were obtained, with 1,073 (5%)
confirmedSARS-CoV-2-infected
HCWs. Only 624 and 549 indi-
vidualscouldbecontactedinthe
caseandcontrolgroups,respec-
tively, and interview schedules
of 378 cases and 373 controls
could be done. Of the 172 cases
and193controls reportingHCQ
intake, no significant difference
in the occurrence of adverse
drugreactionswasnoted.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PANAJI, JUNE4

THEGOAgovernmenthasestab-
lished contact with its Andhra
Pradeshcounterpartas itcontin-
uestoprobethe“sourceof infec-
tion” of a Covid-19 containment
zoneinsouthGoa.Earlythisweek,
the densely-populatedMangor
HillinporttownVascowasdesig-
natedacontainmentzoneaftera
familyofsixtestedpositive.
Themovecomesevenas the

state added 40 new positive
cases on Thursday, bringing the
total inthestateto109.Asmany
as32ofthe40casesareresidents
of the containment zone,mak-
ingitthe“prioritypoint”fortest-
ingandtreatment.Therestwere
peoplewhotravelledtoGoa.
“The person in the family

(which testedpositive)whowas
symptomatic for a longerperiod
compared toother familymem-
bersisinthefishbusiness.Hewas
constantly interactingwith fish
trucks coming from Andhra
Pradesh.Thegodownhewasgo-
ing towas suppliedprimarily by
trucks fromAndhra,” said Nila
Mohanan,stateHealthSecretary.
Mohananaddedcontacthas

been establishedwith the dis-
trict administration in Andhra
Pradesh,andthateffortswereon
to identify the spread of the in-
fection. She said the Goan resi-
dentinMangorcouldhavecome
in contact withmore than one
person fromAndhraPradesh.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

INDIAONThursdaypledged$15
milliontoGavi,theinternational
vaccine alliance, with Prime
MinisterNarendraModimaking
the announcement during the
virtual Global Vaccine Summit
hosted by UK Prime Minister
Boris Johnson.
More than 50 countries, in-

cluding business leaders, UN
agencies, civil society,ministers
and Heads of State and partici-
pated in thesummit.
ThePrimeMinistersaidIndia

standsinsolidaritywiththeworld
in these challenging times and
India’s civilisation teaches to see
theworld as one family. He said
thecountryhadtriedtoliveupto
this teaching during this pan-
demicbysharingavailablestocks
ofmedicineswithover120coun-
tries,forgingacommonresponse
strategy in its immediate neigh-
bourhoodandproviding specific
support to countries that sought
the same,while also protecting
India’svastpopulation.
The PrimeMinister said the

Covid-19 pandemic, in some
ways, has exposed the limita-
tions of global cooperation and
that for the first time in recent
history,humankindfacesaclear
common enemy. He said that
India’ssupporttoGaviisnotonly
financialbut thecountry’shuge
demand also brings down the
globalpriceof vaccines forall.

Inter-district travel allowed in
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
SANDEEPASHAR
MUMBAI, JUNE4

AS ITmoves towards reopening
Mumbai and its economy, the
UddhavThackeraygovernment
inMaharashtraonThursdayof-
feredmore relaxations to facili-
tate the movement of people
within Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR), the epicentre of
Covid-19pandemic in India.
Under its ‘Mission Begin

Again’ guidelines, the govern-
ment also permitted free inter-
district movement of people
withinMMR–adaybeforemar-
ketsandshops inthestate,with
theexceptionofmallsandmar-

ketcomplexes,startfunctioning
onalternatedays.
The first phase of exit from

thelockdown—permittingpeo-
pletoleavetheirhomesforexer-
ciseintheirneighbourhoods,and
resumptionofself-employment
trades such as plumbing, pest
control, electrical works and
garages — was to begin on
Wednesdaybutwasput off due
to Cyclone Nisarga. It will now
kick-offonFridaysimultaneously
with Phase 2, inwhichmarkets
andshopswillalsoreopen.
With suburban rail services

yettoberestored,tradeassocia-
tionshadlobbiedforallowingin-
ter-district road travel to facili-
tate the reopenings.

“Inter-districtmovementofper-
sonswithin the area ofmunici-
palcorporationsinMMRshallbe
allowed without any restric-
tions,” stated Thursday’s order
signed by Chief Secretary Ajoy
Mehta.
TheFederationofAssociations

ofMaharashtra, a representative
body of 781 trade associations,
alsodemandedtheresumptionof
publicbustransport.
The government has finally

permitted home delivery of
newspapers from June 7. The
government has also clarified
that in non-red zones, offices
and staff of educational insti-
tutescancontinuetooperatefor
non-teachingpurposes.

Sustained doses of HCQ may lessen risk of
infection among frontline workers: Study

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, JUNE4

CHIEF MINISTER Hemant
Soren on Thursday said that
labourers who go to other
states for work should take
Jharkhand’s consent before
venturingout.Hesaid thegov-
ernment should have a record
of all such labourers so that it
canhelp themincase they face
problems.
Sorensaid themove is inor-

der to protect labourers, espe-
cially women, from exploita-
tion outside the state, with
many such instances having
come to the fore. “These types
of incidents should not occur,
and that is why the state gov-
ernment is trying to set up fa-
cilities so that they go to other
states with full security,”
Soren said.
“That is why I have decided

that if any labourerwishestogo
tootherstates,oureffortwillbe
thatmost labourers gowith the
stategovernment’sconsent,”he

said.
The Chief Minister was re-

sponding to a question on the
state’s revocationof permission
totheBorderRoadsOrganisation
forrecruitingconstructionwork-

ers fromDumkaarea.
Soren said that labourers

who go to work in Ladakh or
other border areas face difficul-
ties and live under stricter law
andorderconditions.
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A look at howCovid-19 case counts in states
are changing asmigrants return home
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States’ data for last 24hours, updatedup to9pmon June4

CM: Those going to work in other
states should seek Jharkhand nod

Goa, Andhra to
probe source of
infection in key
containment zone

India pledges
$15 million to
international
vaccine alliance

AtMarineDrive inMumbai,onThursday.GaneshShirshekar

Sanitisationof
premisesbefore

opening

Thermalscreeningof
staff,officials, guides,

tourists

■Smallgroupstobe
allowedentryata time
■Socialdistancingnorms
tobefollowed
■Staff andofficials from
containmentzones
disallowed

E-TICKETINGTOBEENCOURAGED

SOPsONTHE TABLE

Government works on SOPs for reopening protected monuments

New Delhi
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DURING the first-ever bilateral India-
Australia virtual summit, Australia
supported India playing a key role in
the Indo-Pacific region, with Prime

Minister Scott Morrison saying “We are com-
mitted to an open, inclusive and prosperous
Indo-Pacific, and India's role in that region. Our
region will be critical in the years ahead." He fur-
ther added,"We share an ocean and we share re-

sponsibility for that ocean as well, its health,
well-being and security.The relationship we are
forming around those issues on our maritime do-
main, I think is the platform for so many other
things between our countries."

The Australian Prime Minister praised Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his dynamic
leadership in mitigating the effects of COVID-19
crisis. PM Modi shared with hisAustralian coun-

terpart how the Indian government had decided
to view the COVID-19 crisis as an opportunity,
saying,"In India, a process of comprehensive re-
forms has been initiated in almost all areas.Very
soon its result will be seen at the ground level."

Stressing the need to work together, PM
Modi said, "We need to think how our ties can
become a factor of stability for not just the
Indo-Pacific region but the entire world. We

should think how we can work together for the
global good."

The summit culminated in signing and an-
nouncement of several agreements and MoUs,
including on Critical and Strategic minerals, Cy-
ber and Cyber-Enabled Critical Technology Co-
operation, Maritime Cooperation in Indo-Pa-
cific, Defence Science andTechnology, amongst
many others.

ON the occasion of the first ever virtual summit,
India and Australia agreed to deepen and
broaden their collaboration in the defence
space. To advance this, both the sides will en-
gage in enhancing the scope and complexity of
their military exercises and engagement activi-
ties to develop new ways to address shared se-
curity challenges. To increase military inter-op-
erability through defence exercises, both the
sides agreed to rely on their arrangement con-
cerning Mutual Logistics Support (MLSA). It was
agreed that the Implementing Arrangement
concerning cooperation in Defence Science and
Technology to the MoU on Defence Coopera-
tion provides a framework for growing cooper-
ation between the defence science and tech-
nology research organisations of both countries.

Defence activities between the two coun-
tries quadrupled from 2014 to around forty last
year.Third iteration ofAustralia-India bilateral
naval exerciseAUSINDEX witnessed the largest
ever Australian defence deployment to India
and most complex to date, involving subma-
rine-on-submarine activities, and coordinated
P-8 maritime patrol aircraft missions over the
Bay of Bengal. The two sides have carried out
complex defence operations; during Exercise
KAKADU inAugust 2018, the RoyalAustralian
Air Force conducted a mid-air refueling with
the IndianAir Force.

STANDING proud with 8 of
the top 100 universities in
the world,Australia is one of

the world’s most favoured educa-
tion destinations of all time. Every
year, an increasing number of In-
dian students opt for Australia to
study abroad, for its world-class
education, post-study work oppor-
tunities and excellent quality of liv-
ing. No matter what course you
choose, you’ll be assured of un-
beatable academic excellence and
superb support system for interna-
tional students.

One of the most desirable edu-
cation destinations among Indian
students, Australia offers a
plethora of courses to choose from
– 22,000 courses available in
1,100 universities and institutions.
Choose any of these courses and
acquire globally recognised de-
grees, explore various scholarship
opportunities and receive educa-

tion from the best instructors in
the world.

In a first-ever virtual summit,
Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison and Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi agreed that ed-
ucation, research and skills are a
central component of the bilateral
relationship. Both sides noted they
underpin the progress and growth
trajectories of both the countries,
and the exchange of students and
academics between both the na-
tions generates valuable people-
to-people links. Both sides agreed
to continue efforts to expand their
partnership in these areas, includ-
ing deepening research collabora-
tions. Both the countries have de-
cided to work together to support
the development of education
campuses in each other’s coun-
tries. Both sides also agreed to
jointly decide to enhance their
partnership in the domain of edu-
cation through the Australia-India
Education Council.

Virtual Summit for Real Good

Unique engagement with a substantial outcome

Collaboration
in defence to be
strengthened

Scientific ties
to be boosted

I AM very pleased to seeAustralia-India relations reach
a historic high with the Comprehensive Strategic Part-
nership agreed in yesterday’sVirtual Leaders’ Summit. It
reflects growing cooperation for a decade and the trust
and confidence between Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Prime Minister Scott Morrison.

It was the first ever virtual summit between the two
leaders and a great deal was achieved, which has been
in the making for decades.

India andAustralia are like-minded democracies with
a shared commitment to a free, open and inclusive Indo-
Pacific region. Our significant trade and economic rela-
tionship; strong strategic and defence ties; Indian dias-
pora inAustralia driving the substantial education,
cultural and tourism links; and deepening people-to-
people linkages – make India one ofAustralia’s closest
partners in the Indo-Pacific.

There is real substance in our partnership. For in-
stance, one in 50Australians today was born in India;
there are 105,156 Indian students inAustralia; our de-
fence activities have quadrupled since 2014; our bilat-
eral naval exercise in 2019 witnessed the largestAus-
tralian defence deployment to India and most complex
till date involving submarines and maritime patrol air-
craft; over 360,000 Indian tourists visitedAustralia last
year; 10.1% increase in two-way goods and services
trade with India (valued atAUD30.4 billion in 2018) and
our two-way stock of investment was valued at
AUD30.7 billion in 2018; theAustralia Government’s
largest bilateral science program –Australia-India
Strategic Research Fund (AISRF) is with India with a to-
tal commitment of more than $85 million since 2006.

But while impressive, there is great potential to do
more together.And we look forward to working with In-
dia for the prosperity and security of both of our citizens
and for the common good of all.

Statement from Australian
High Commissioner to India,

HE Barry O’Farrell AO

AUSTRALIA WELCOMES
COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGIC

PARTNERSHIP WITH INDIA On 4 June, the Honourable Prime Minister of India Narendra
Modi and the Hon Scott Morrison MP, Prime Minister of
Australia participated in an India-Australia Leaders’ Virtual
Summit.
Affirming their commitment to strengthening Australia-India

ties for the future, the leaders committed to elevating the
relationship to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.
The elements of the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership include

defence and maritime security, critical minerals and supply
chains, cyber-security and technology and science and research
supporting COVID-19 and other challenges.
The outcomes from the Virtual Leaders’ Summit reflect our

shared goals for a more open, prosperous and inclusive Indo-
Pacific and a world of stronger institutions equipped to support
the interests of all states, economic growth and human
development.

WITH globally ranked in-
stitutions, finest peda-
gogy and great post-
study work rights,
Australia is a popular
higher education destina-
tion for Indian students.

This pandemic has en-
couraged educational in-
stitutions globally to go
digital and become more
accessible to students via
online classrooms.With
Australian institutions
embedding online learn-
ing in their curriculum,
flexibility to attend
classes remotely, e-li-
braries and support ser-
vices, it proves their pro-
gressiveness about the
whole situation.

I believe such initia-
tives will help students
access qualityAustralian
education during this cri-
sis and save their valu-
able time and money un-
til they transfer to
on-campus delivery; be-
sides keeping their
higher education dreams
safeguarded.

Piyush Kumar
Regional Director - South

Asia, IDP Education

Picture credit: @ScottMorrisonMP twitter

At a virtual summit on Thursday, India and Australia looked to further strengthen ties
between both the countries and explore endless opportunities in various realms

With 22,000 courses available in 1,100 universities and
institutions, Australia is one of the most sought-after education

destinations for Indian millennials

INDIA andAustralia recognise the
importance of global cooperation
for saving lives and managing the

economic impacts of COVID-19, and
future global challenges. Both the
countries have resolved to share the
benefits of scientific and medical re-
search and development, strengthen
healthcare systems, and reflect on
the recommendations of the inde-
pendent and comprehensive evalua-
tion of the international health re-
sponse to COVID-19 to improve
capacity for global pandemic preven-
tion, preparedness, and response.

Both the countries have commit-
ted to a new phase of theAustralia –
India Strategic Research Fund to pro-
mote innovative solutions for re-
sponding to and treating COVID-19,
as well as other jointly determined
priorities, to be preceded by a one-off
Special COVID-19 Collaboration
Round in 2020.They also decided to
work cooperatively through multilat-
eral, regional and plurilateral mecha-
nisms to strengthen and diversify
supply chains for critical health, tech-
nology and other goods and services.
Both the countries will work together
to strengthen international institu-
tions to ensure they are inclusive and
rules based.

Australia conveyed that India
could consider it as a stable, reliable
and trusted supplier of high-quality
mineral resources to India. Both
sides jointly decided to diversify and
expand the existing resources part-

nership. The MoU on cooperation in
the field of mining and processing of
Critical and Strategic minerals iden-
tifies specific areas where both sides
will work together to meet the tech-
nological demands of the future
economy. Both countries jointly de-
cided to cooperate on new technolo-
gies for exploration and extraction
of other minerals.

■ India isAustralia's sec-
ond largest source of in-
ternational students.
There are 105,156 Indian
students inAustralia.
■Popular courses include
– Management, Informa-
tionTechnology,Engi-
neering,Food & Hospital-
ity,Health,Vocational
Education andTraining
(VET).
■66% Indian students
are enrolled in higher ed-
ucation – Master’s and
PhD levels.

PRIORITY SECTOR - The
Australian Government sees
science and technology as a
priority sector forAustralia
to transform its investment
and trade relationship with
India.

LARGEST BILATERAL
SCIENCE PROGRAMME -
TheAustralia-India Strategic
Research Fund (AISRF) is the
Australian Government's
largest bilateral science pro-
gramme, with a total com-
mitment of more than
$85 million since 2006.

354 PROJECTS
ACROSS AREAS - Since
2006, theAISRF has sup-
ported 354 collaborative ac-
tivities in total, covering
agriculture, energy and wa-
ter security, astronomy, nan-
otechnology and vaccines.

OVER the past many years,
India-Australia bilateral
ties have grown. One of

the reasons behind this dramatic
transformation in the relationship
is the strong people-to-people
linkages. The deep connect of
both the countries is based on
this strong foundation. Building
on our historic ties, cultural links
and extensive people-to-people
connections, our bilateral rela-
tionship with Australia has grown
tenfold over the years.The strong
people-to-people connections
have enriched all aspects of our
bilateral ties.

The Indian diaspora inAustralia
is now the fastest-growing com-
munity. In recognition of the grow-
ing contribution of Indians and
Australians to the relationship,
both the countries will continue to
work to deepen diaspora and
community-level engagement.
Punjabi is the fastest growing lan-
guage in Australia; one in 50 Aus-
tralians today was born in India,
over 360,000 tourists visited Aus-
tralia from India last year which is
the fastest growing group of for-
eign visitors to Australia and Hin-
duism is the fastest growing reli-
gion inAustralia.

People-to-people links
on growth trajectory

WANT TO STUDY ABROAD?
THINK AUSTRALIA….

New Delhi
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CHINALONGHAUL

After Trump-Modi call,
India briefs Russia
SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

AHEADOFthemilitary-levelen-
gagement between India and
China to de-escalate the situa-
tion along the Line of Actual
Control, Indiahassteppedupits
diplomacywithmajorpowers.
After Prime Minister

NarendraModidiscussedthesit-
uation on the India-China bor-
der with US President Donald
Trump,ForeignSecretaryHarsh
VardhanShringlahas“updated”
Russian Ambassador Nikolay
Kudashev on the “recent devel-
opments”onthesituationalong
the LAC, The Indian Express has
learnt.
Sourcessaidthatif thestand-

off is “protracted”, Delhi may
briefmorecountriesinthecom-
ing days. However, there has
beennotalkof internationalme-
diation, sources said.
During Doklam, India had

steeredawayfromdiscussingthe
situationwithothercountries,al-
thoughthereweresomebriefings
whichhad takenplace inBeijing

bytheChinesegovernment.
Thistime,India—forthefirst

time— in at least last 20 years,
publicly acknowledged that it
had discussed the stand-off at
the India-Chinaborderwiththe
USPresident.
In the past, the India-China

bordermayhavebeendiscussed
but itwas not declared publicly
andwas couched in the diplo-
maticphraseof “regionaldevel-
opments” or “regional security
situation”.
The feeling in NewDelhi is

thatitneedsto“clearlyarticulate
its position” to theworld given
that it isBeijingthathasrecently
undertaken activity hindering
India'snormalpatrollingpatterns.
Moresowheninthe “rules-

based order,” Beijing is per-
ceived to be violating some of
them—fromSouthChinaSeato
WHO— there is viewthatNew
Delhimaybeabletomakeacase
outof thecurrentLACsituation.
However, as of now, New

Delhiisclearthatitisnotseeking
any international mediation
withChina.
While Trump had publicly

suggested so, New Delhi has
maintained that it is working
throughdiplomaticandmilitary
channelstoresolvethesituation
peacefully.
China has also maintained

thesameposition,astheForeign
ministry spokesperson said in
BeijingWednesday,“Onborder-
related issues, there have been
soundmechanisms and chan-
nelsofcommunicationbetween
China and India, and the two
sidesarecapableofproperlyre-
solving relevant issues through
dialogueandconsultation.There
is noneed for any third party to
intervene.”
Incidentally, after the

Trump-Modi call Tuesday, the
the spokesperson for the
Russian ForeignMinistry said:
“The idea of an expanded
G7summitis ingeneralastepin
therightdirection,butdoesnot
really mean a true representa-
tion. For instance, it is obvious
that it is hardly possible to im-
plement serious global initia-
tiveswithoutChina”.
The statementwas tweeted

bytheRussianembassyinIndia.

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

MORE ON SAMOSAS
PRIMEMINISTER NarendraModi and Australian PM Scott
Morrisonengagedinlight-heartedbanteroversamosas,which
Morrison hadmade a few days ago and had called them
Scomosas.MorrisonalsotalkedaboutcookingGujaratikhichdi,
andsaidtheycouldhaveModimosas, just likeScomosas.

ARMED AND ONLINE
WITHTHESupremeCourtgoing full throttleonvirtualhear-
ingsviavideo-conference,thecourtstaff seemtohavearmed
themselveswith‘tools’tonudgelawyersincasetheyruninto
technicaldifficulties.OnThursday,thestaff inoneofthecourts
heldupaplacardwhich read“pleaseunmuteyouraudio”as
a lawyerwent on speakingwithout realising that hismicro-
phonewasonmutemode.OnWednesday,oneof the judges
forgot tomute his microphone between the hearings and
somecomments he sharedwith fellow judgeswere audible
to thecounsel andmedia.

URBAN FOCUS
THETHEME for this year'sWorld EnvironmentDay celebra-
tionswillbeNagarVanorurbanforests,inkeepingwiththein-
ternationalfocusonbiodiversity,UnionEnvironmentMinister
Prakash Javadekar announced. In themidst of a pandemic,
WorldEnvironmentDay—which isobservedonJune5every
year—willbehostedbytheministryasa“virtualcelebration”.
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SHUBHRAGUPTA
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

TOSAY that the passing of Basu
Chatterjee, thewriter-director
whodefinedthehopesandaspi-
rations, and techni-coloured
dreamsofmiddle-class India, is
the endof an era, is not enough.
The cinematic epochbornout of
his ability to acutely observe the
extraordinaryintheordinary,and
translate those moments on
screen, changed the texture and
complexionofHindicinema.
Chatterjee was one of the

most significant architects of the
middle-of-the-road, slice-of-life
cinema,whoseedificehebuiltvia
one film after another, fromhis
debut feature SaraAkash (1969),
to Kamla Ki Maut (’89), and so
manyothers inbetween.Eachof
those films gave us a bunch of
characterswefeltfor,rootedfor.
And away to see, to laugh—

moresmilethanguffaw—andto
cry.Gentletears,whichwouldbe
wiped away to greet a newday.

Not loudmelodrama createdby
theglycerine andhysteriawhich
weweresousedto,inthepotboil-
ersof thetime.
Chatterjee passed away in

Mumbaithismorning.Hewas93.
Chatterjee, along with his

best-known contemporaries,
HrishikeshMukherjee andBasu
Bhattacharya,didnot notjustcre-
ate timeless films (Chhoti Si Baat,
Rajnigandha, Baton BatonMein,
Shaukeen,KhattaMeetha,Chitchor,
Piya KaGhar, Chameli Ki Shaadi).
Heimpartedasenseofprideand
identitytoanIndiandemographic
whichhadnorealvisualnotionof
whatitstoodfor.Theangryyoung
man inDeewaarwhobeat up a
godownfullofgoonswasnotone
of us. The youngman inManzil
whowants to impress his lady
love by talking himself up?We
knewthatguy.
Bothyoungmenwereplayed

by the reigning star of the 70s,
AmitabhBachchan:thefirstwasa
‘hero’, moulded by Salim Javed
and Yash Chopra, whose anger
burnteverythingaroundhim;the

secondwas just a lover celebrat-
ingalovelymonsoonday,singing
‘rim jhimgire saawan’, in his suit
andblack-and-white striped tie,
splashing in puddleswith awet
sari-cladMoushumiChatterjee.
Whyanyonewouldwearathree-
piece suit in the fullness of a
Mumbaimonsoon is for you to
findout,inoneofthemostunder-
ratedoutingsofboththedirector
andtheactor.
That feeling of instant recog-

nition,ofseeingpeoplelikeuson
thebig screen, doing the kindof
stuffwedoonaneverydaybasis—
strugglingwithpublic transport
woes andwily bosses and tricky
colleagues and how-to-say-I-
love-you to your paramours—
wasafresh,newfeelingforHindi
filmviewers. That, and somuch
more,wasbroughttovivid,won-
drous life byChatterjee, and the
actor who best personified
Chatterjee’s ‘heroes’, Amol
Palekar. The twomadetheirbest
filmstogether:Rajnigandha (74),
Chhoti Si Baat (76),Chitchor (76),
BatonBatonMein(79).
While Bachchanwas forging

aheadwith his angsty persona,
which spoke to the roiling sys-
temic injustice and consequent
politicalturbulenceofthe70s,the
Chatterjee-Palekar combinewas
giving us the films where we
could breathe, and aworld im-
buedbyasenseofwelcomeordi-
nariness:beatingupbaddiessin-
gle-handedly looks great on
screen;livingonedayatatimein
therealworld,andmakingthose

ups-and-downs interesting,isthe
realdeal.
It wasn’t as if he onlymade

mild-mannered comedies. Sara
Akash,basedonaRajendraYadav
novel,wasaspikytakeonincom-
patiblemarriages,andhowhands
are forced in joint families.
Chameli Ki Shaadi (’86), starring
Anil Kapoor and Amrita Singh,
raisestheuglyfaceofclassismand
casteism,andthewayitisdoneis
quite remarkable, stinging and
bitingwhile itmakes us laugh.
Kamla KiMaut, starring Pankaj
Kapoor, Supriya Pathak, Roopa
Ganguly,andoneof IrrfanKhan’s
early films, is a sharply observed
lookatthestigmaattachedtopre-
maritalsex,andhowhypocrisyis
thebedrockofoursocialmores.
But hismost-loved films are

theonesthatbrimoverwithquiet
exuberance,thejoysandsorrows
whichmarkand celebrate life as
itislived:Chatterjeeknewexactly
howtomake thathappen, inhis
chhoti-chhoti-si-baat.Andhowapt
thatwesingthis,today,andevery-
day,kisikejaanekebaad.

BASU CHATTERJEE

1927-2020

His ability to observe extraordinary in
ordinary changed texture of Hindi cinema

TN varsity predicts 1.5 lakh Covid
cases in Chennai by mid-July

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi’s private secretary, Rajeev
Topno,hasbeenappointedSenior
AdvisortotheExecutiveDirector
atWorldBank,apersonnelmin-
istrystatement issuedonThurs-
day said. Topno is a 1996-batch
IASofficerfromtheGujaratcadre.
Meanwhile,BrajendraNavnit,

whoservedinthePrimeMinister’s
Office,hasbeenappointedAmba-
ssador andPermanentReprese-
ntativeofIndiatotheWorldTrade
Organisation. The 1999-batch
TamilNaducadre IASofficerwas
JointSecretarybetweenJuly2014
andSeptember2019.
The appointments are be-

lieved to be significant as they
come amid a contraction of the
economydue to the coronavirus
pandemic. These organisations
playacrucialroleintrade-related
matters.
Fiveotherofficershavebeen

appointedtodifferenteconomic
andtrade-relatedpostsabroad.

Senior IAS officer Ravi Kota
willbeMinister(Economic)atthe
Indian embassy inWashington.
Heisa1993-batchIASofficerfrom
theAssam-Meghalayacadre.
Lekhan Thakkar, a Central

Secretariat Service officer, has
been appointed Counsellor
(Economic) at the Indian
Embassy inBeijing,China.
H Atheli, a 2000-batch offi-

cer of the Indian Civil Accounts
Service (ICAS), will be Advisor
(Director-level) to theExecutive
Director of the Asian
DevelopmentBank.
Anwar Hussain Shaik has

been appointed Counsellor,
PermanentMission of India to
theWTO.HeisanIndianRailway
Traffic Service officer from the
2000batch.
N Ashok Kumar will be

Advisor (Industry and
Engineering),atIndia'sEmbassy
in Brussels, Belgium. He is a
2004-batch IAS officer from the
Manipurcadre.
All these officerswill have a

tenureofthreeyears,theperson-
nelministryordersaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SURAT, JUNE4

TWOMOREworkersofYashashvi
Rasayan chemical unit, inDahej
areaofGujarat’sBharuchdistrict,
onThursdaysuccumbedtoburn
injuries, sustained from
Wednesday’sblastat the factory.
Thistakesthetollto10.
The state Directorate of

Industrial Safety andHealth has
issuedaclosurenoticetotheunit
andordered safety of audit of all
factoriesinDahej.
Accordingtoofficials, fourde-

ceasedpersonswere fromBihar,
twofromGujaratandoneworker
eachcamefromWestBengal,Uttar
PradeshandMadhyaPradesh.

A10thvictim,agedaround30,
isyettobeidentified,officialssaid.
District CollectorMDModia

said, “Two labourers are still in
critical condition. Theothersun-
dergoing treatment in hospitals
arestable.”
Additional Chief Secretary,

Labour and Employment, Vipul
Mittrasaidtheclosurenoticewas
issued under Section 4(2) of
FactoriesAct.“Wehavestartedin-
vestigation. To ensure safety of
workers, the unitwill not be al-
lowedtoresumeoperationsuntil
adequate safetymeasures are in
place,”Mittrastated.
The explosion in a chemical

storage tank at Yashashvi
Rasayanchemicalfactory,owned
by the Patel Group, on

Wednesdayhadledtosixdeaths
onthespot.Twoothersdiedsub-
sequently in hospital. Seventy-
seven peoplewere admitted to
different hospitals in Bharuch
with varying levels of injury; 33

of themhavebeendischarged.
Theninedeceased identified

are: Rashmikant Chauhan (35)
fromAhmedabad;Surajlal Singh
Rajput (35) fromGopalganj in
Bihar; Naresh Prajapati (27) of
Bharuch;PramodYadav(26)from
Sant Kabir Nagar district of UP;
Munna Singh Shivprasad Singh
(38)fromRohtasdistrictofBihar;
ArunKori (19) of Sidhi district in
Madhya Pradesh; Tripurari Rai
(25)fromBihar’sSamastipurdis-
trict; JayantMahato (28) from
West Bengal’s Bankura district;
andHariDarshankumarChaud-
hary(20)fromDarbhanga,Bihar.
FactoryinspectorNDVaghela,

whohasbeenatthespotsinceWe-
dnesday, said, “Theexactcauseof
blastwillbeknownafteradetailed

probe,whichwilltakeafewdays.”
Officialshavenotyetbeenable

to enter the storage tank area
giventhetoxicity,whichVaghela
saidwilllastfortwoorthreemore
days. “We are trying to contact
company authorities to find out
which chemicalswere stored in
thesetanks,”hesaid.
Bharuch SP Rajendrasinh

Chudasmasaid, “Fornow,we in-
vestigating it as an accidental
deathcase.Wearetryingtoiden-
tifythedeceasedandcontacttheir
familymembers.FSLofficials,fac-
tory inspector and industries
safety officials are carrying out
(parallel) investigations.”
Hesaid theownershave“not

yetcomebeforethepolice;weare
tryingtocontactthem”.

PM private secy gets
World Bank posting

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JUNE4

EPIDEMIOLOGISTSAT the state-
runTamilNaduDrMGRMedical
Universityhaspredicted,basedon
mathematical projections, that
Chennaicitymaywitness1.5lakh
Covid-19 cases and up to 1,600
deathsbyJulysecondweekatthe
currentrateofgrowth.
The university controls the

medical education andmedical
colleges in the state, and its pro-
jectionsareusedbygovernment
for active surveillance and pre-
paredness.
Dr G Srinivas, professor and

head of the department of epi-
demiologyat theuniversity, said
theirprojection shows thenum-
berofcasesinChennaiwill touch
1.5lakhbyJuly15andwillpeakin
mid-October. Theuniversity be-
ganprojectionsfromApril18,and
submittedittothegovernmentin
Mayfirstweek.“Thediseaseconti-
nuestospread.However,thegov-
ernment iscurrentlywell-prepa-
redtohandlethenumberofcases
withenoughnumberofbeds,iso-
lationfacilities,ICUsandsuchcru-
cialinfrastructure,”hesaid.
Histeam’sprojectionsaysthe

statemayrecord1.3lakhCovid-19
casesand769deathsbyJune30.
In19days,Covidcasesinstate

jumpedfrom10,000to27,256on
Thursday. The city has 9,066 ac-
tivecases,andreported1,072cas-
esThursday.Ofthetotalcasesrep-
ortedinTamilNadusinceMarch7,
18,693caseswerefromChennai.
The university in the second

weekofAprilpredictedthatCovid
cases will go up from 3,097 to
5,442 in the first 10days ofMay.
Therealfiguresrosefrom2,526to
7,204 between May 1 and 10.
ProjectionofCoviddeathnumber
forMay10was38andtheactual
figurewas47.
Mathematicalprojectionscan

promptgovernmentstodecideon
interventionstrategiestocontain
thespreadofthedisease,butlong-
haulprojectionscanbewidelyoff
themark. These projections can
also throwupverydifferent sce-
nariosdependingon themodels
usedandtheassumptionsmade.
Dr RRamakrishnan, a senior

scientistandformerdirectorofthe
National Institute of Epidemio-
logy said: “Neither are scientists
gods nor is this guesswork. Just
because their projections had
beentrueforthepasttwomonths,
wecannotsay,itcanstillgowrong
in comingmonths as there are
manysocialfactors.Buttheseare
indications that deserve to be
takenseriously,”hesaid.
Whenoutstationbusandtrain

services resume, things may

changesuddenly,hesaid.“Orifwe
get a better clarity about clinical
symptoms and treatment for
Covid-19 fromaresearchabroad
orhere, all theseprojectionswill
become insignificant. But like
lockdown,whichwasnottocom-
bat the virus but to buy time for
thegovernmenttoprepare,these
forecast for July orOctober also
should be taken into considera-
tion,”Ramakrishnansaid.
Theuniversity’sprojectionsfor

Chennai were accurate. Their
mathematicalmodel had pro-
jected83deathsonMay25,whi-
ch came true. Their forecast of
casesforthesameday—11,119—
justfellshortof12cases.Whenthe
forecast for June3said therewill
be17,738casesand156deaths,ac-
tualfigureswere17,598and153.
State disastermanagement

commissioner J Radhakrishnan
said9,034peoplehaverecovered
so far in the city. “About 1,000
containment zones (or streets)
havenotreportedasinglecasein
thepast14days.Highestnumber
ofcasesareinChennaibutitdoes
not mean the entire city is af-
fected. Maximum number of
cases are concentrated in a few
localities such as highly con-
gested residential neighbour-
hoodsandslums inRoyapuram,
Anna Nagar, Teynampet and
Kodambakkam.”

Firefightersonbikesspraydisinfectant inacontainmentzone inChennaionThursday. PTI

CYCLONENISARGA

Uddhav to visit worst-hit
Raigad district today

Gujarat govt
announces
Aatmanirbhar
package worth
Rs 14,000 crore

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JUNE4

THE GUJARAT government on
Thursday announced aGujarat
AatmanirbharpackageworthRs
14,000 crore tohelp individuals,
industriesandbusinesses.
The package announced by

ChiefMinister Vijay Rupani has
proposeda reliefworthRs2,300
crore underwhich the govern-
ment will waive property tax,
electricity bill andmotor vehicle
taxforindividuals,commerciales-
tablishmentsandindustrialenti-
ties.Thegovernmenthasalsoan-
nouncedsubsidiesworthRs3,038
croretoindustries.
AnotherRs458crorehasbeen

proposed tohelp industrialunits
with estates operated by the
Gujarat Industrial Development
Corporation. Additionally, Rs
1,000crorehasbeenallocatedas
subsidies for thehousing sector,
asapartofwhich1.6lakhafford-
ablehouseswillbebuilt.
These announcementswere

made based on recommenda-
tions of the first interim report
submittedbytheEconomicAdvi-
soryGroupheadedby former fi-
nancesecretaryHasmukhAdhia.
Thegovernmenthasallocated

Rs1,190croreforagriculture,ani-
mal husbandry and fishing sec-
tors,andRs525croreforcreating
self-employment underGujarat
Aatmanirbhar Sahay Yojana-2,
wherein entrepreneurswill be
givenloansbetweenRs1-2.5lakh
through cooperative banks.The
government had launched the
schemetwoweeksago,wherein
small loansup toRs1 lakhwere
promisedtobeneficiaries.
The government also pro-

posedRs466croreinsubsidiesto
migrant and tribal construction
workerstobuildtheirownhomes.
The government has an-

nounced a 20 per cent relief in
propertytaxtocommercialenti-
ties for 2020-’21. This relief,
amountingtoRs600croreisexp-
ectedtobenefit23lakhcommer-
cial establishments. Residential
ownersinurbanareascanalsoget
a10percentdiscount if theypay
propertytaxbeforeJuly31,2020.
ThisreliefofRs144crorewillben-
efit72lakhpropertyowners.
In thepower sector, the gov-

ernmenthasannouncedareliefof
Rs 650 crore to residential con-
sumersusing less than200units
inamonth. Suchconsumers, the
governmenthassaid,willnothave
topayfora100units.Thisisaone-
timerelief.For33lakhcommercial
consumerswithLowTensioncon-
nections, thegovernmenthasan-
nouncedareliefworthRs200crore
by forgoing fixedcharges forMay
2020.HighTensionconsumersare
beingallowedtopayfixedcharges
infourequalinstalmentsbetween
September and December. For
small entrepreneurs and
shopowners, electricitydutyhas
beenreducedby5percentforJune,
JulyandAugust.

New Delhi: In the aftermath of
CycloneAmphaninIndia,French
President Emmanuel Macron
wrote to Prime Minister
NarendraModionThursdayand
offered to extend any support
thatIndiamightconsiderneces-
sary to come to the aid of those
directlyaffected.
Inthespiritof thephonecall

held by the two leaders on
March 31 to fight the Covid-19

pandemic, sources said France
and India have enhanced
their training and research co-
operation.
The French Development

Agency has finished finalising a
concessionalloanof200million
euros, which will bolster the
World Bank in providing addi-
tional social protection to the
most vulnerable in India,
sources said. ENS

BLAST INGUJARATCHEMICALFACTORY

Two more deaths take toll to 10, unit asked to close

Theexplosiontookplace in
achemical storagetank.PTI

In letter to PM, Macron offers
to help those hit by Amphan

VISHWASWAGHMODE
&MAYURAJANWALKAR
MUMBAI, JUNE4

ADAYafterCycloneNisargamade
landfall near Shrivardhan in
Maharashtra’sRaigaddistrict,the
preliminary assessment showed
thatRaigadwastheworstaffected
with around 5 lakh houses and
morethan5,000hectareagricul-
turelanddamaged.
Road, power and telecom

connectivityhasbeendisrupted
inmostpartsof thedistrict.
ChiefMinisterUddhavThack-

eraywill visit the district Friday,
said Shiv Sena secretaryMilind

Narvekar. After inspecting af-
fectedvillages,Uddhavwill hold
areviewmeetingwiththedistrict
administrationinAlibag.
Thackerayheld ameetingon

videoconference to assess the
damageinKonkanregion.Astate-
ment issuedbyhis office saidhe
has directedMaharashtra State
ElectricityDistributionCompany
Limited to restorepower supply
onawarfooting.Also,peopleevac-
uatedtocampsinMumbaishould
beallowed to returnonly after a
Covid-19test,hehassaid.
RaigadguardianministerAditi

TatkaresaidshewillmeetThack-
erayandhisdeputyAjitPawarand
seekaspecialfinancialpackage.

AdayafterNisargastruck,peopleclearbranchesof an
uprootedtreeatPanvel inRaigadhdistrictonThursday.PTI
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ARUNSHARMA
JAMMU,JUNE4

THE JAMMU and Kashmir ad-
ministrationonThursdayframed
rules providing for a common
written test across the Union
Territory for Class-IV posts aris-
ingatevendistrictanddivisional
levels.
Earlier, recruitment toClass-

IV district- and divisional-level
vacancieswasmadefromamong
candidates from respective dis-
trictsordivisions.
However, to ensure a fair

chanceto localcandidates toget
selected for these jobs, the rules
provided for grant of 5-10 addi-
tional marks over and above
what they obtained in thewrit-
tentest.
A notification about J&K

AppointmenttoClassIV(Special
Recruitment)Rules,2020,wasis-
suedbyGeneralAdministration
Department (GAD) here on
Thursday, doing awaywith the
practiceofadvertisingvacancies
andthenmakingrecruitmentat
district, provincial andstate lev-

els intheerstwhilestateof J&K.
The new rules have been

made byUT administration un-
derpowersconferredbyproviso
to Article 309 of Indian
ConstitutionreadwithSection15
of J&K Civil Services
(Decentralisation and
Recruitment)Act,2010,thenoti-
ficationpointedout.
Therules saycandidateswill

be selected by Service Selection
Board on the basis of only the
written test; theyprovide for85
marksforUTcadreposts,andad-
ditionalmarks to different cate-
gory of candidates, such as 5
marks for candidates whose
familymemberneitherisnorhas
been in government service, 5
marks for widows, divorced
women, judicially separated
women and orphan girls, and 5
points for casual workers en-
gagedfor fiveyearsormore.
Fordivisionalcadreposts,the

rulesprovide80marks forwrit-
ten test, besides five additional
marks for candidates belonging
to home division, apart from
other categories. Local candi-
dates in case of district cadre

postswillget10additionalmarks
overandabovemarksinwritten
test, apart from five marks to
othercategories.
National Conference provin-

cial president Devender Rana
said the practice of recruitment
to Class-IV posts at the district
level was introduced to ensure
fair competition among candi-
dates from a similar academic
ecosystem,asthosecomingfrom
far-off rural districts such as
Doda, Kishtwar, Poonch and
Kupwara may not be able to
competewith candidates from
districts such as Jammu and
Srinagar. Allocation of 10 addi-
tionalmarks to local candidates
duringselectionfordistrictcadre
postscannotservethatpurpose,
Ranasaid.
Ankur Sharma, leader of the

outfit IkkJutt, which claims to
fightagainstpurportedattempts
tochangeJammu’sdemography,
however, called the new rules
“reasonable classification’’. He
saidtheIndianConstitutiondoes
notpermitrecruitmentofpeople
onthebasisofcaste,creed,colour
andeventheirplaceofbirth.

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI, JUNE4

THE CENTRE on Thursday sub-
mittedbefore theBombayHigh
Court that only 227 passengers
out of the 58,867 Indians, who
boarded special flights under
Vande Bharat Mission, tested
positive for Covid-19, which is
0.38percentof thetotalpassen-
gers.TheCentrealsosaidthatas
these caseswere revealed dur-
ing the institutional quarantine
period, there was no proof to
corroborate whether they had
contracted coronavirus on the
flight.

The state-wise details were
submitted after the HC on
Tuesday had asked Directorate
GeneralofCivilAviation(DGCA)
and Air India to provide data of
Indians whowere not infected
while they boarded special
flights under the Vande Bharat
Mission but tested positive for
Covid-19after landing in India.
After observing the details,

theHCsoughtclarificationfrom
expert committee of Civil
AviationMinistryas towhether
bymere touch of a Covid-19 in-
fected person the virus can be
transmittedtoanotherpersonso
touched. The HC referred to
committee’ssuggestionthat if a

person sitting adjacent to an-
otherpersoninflightisprovided
withprotectivewrappedaround
gown,spreadofvirusbydroplets
orby touchcanbeprevented.
Adivisionbenchof JusticesS

J Kathawalla and S P Tavade on
Thursdaywas hearing, through
videoconference, a plea filed by
Air India pilot Deven Kanani,
who alleged that the national
carrier had violated social dis-
tancingnormswhileevacuating
Indians stranded abroad on the
special flights.
Advocate Abhilash Panickar

for the petitioner, however, ar-
gued that authorities could not
providedataastohowmanyout

of 18,896 passengers who ar-
rived inDelhi,Maharashtra and
Telangana tested positive for
Covid-19and therefore theper-
centageof infection isonhigher
side.
Solicitor General of India

Tushar Mehta, representing
DGCA, had on Tuesday said the
special flights had followed all
safety and social distancing
norms to prevent Covid-19
spread. Following aMay 25 or-
derbytheSupremeCourt,DGCA
hadaskedcarriers totrytokeep
themiddle seats on flights va-
cant or provide “wrap-around
gowns” to passengers who are
allottedsuchseats.

Reducesweightage for local candidates indist-level jobs

J&K notifies rules for common
test in UT for Class-IV posts

AVANEESHMISHRA
LUCKNOW,JUNE4

UTTARPRADESHonThursdayre-
porteditshighestsingle-dayfatal-
ity linked to novel coronavirus
with 15deaths in a 24-hour pe-
riod, taking the total toll to 245.
Thelasttimesuchahighnumber
of deathswere reported in one
daywas onMay 28 (15 deaths)
andMay22(14deaths).
Also,371newcasesof Covid-

19were reported in the last 24
hours, takingthetotalnumberof
infectedpeople to9,237. The last
1,000 cases—from 8,000 to
9,000—wereaddedinfourdays.
Accordingtoofficialnumbers,

threedeathseachwere reported
fromMeerut andFirozabad, two
each from Agra, Ghaziabad,
Bulandshahr andone each from
Azamgarh, Pratapgarh and
Balrampur. Principal Secretary
(Health)AmitMohanPrasadsaid
thefatalityrateforthoseabove50
isover30percent, andappealed
totheaged,pregnantwomenand
thosewithco-morbiditiestotake
precautions.

UP records
another peak in
fatalities, total
toll now 245

NOPROOFOFTHEMCONTRACTINGVIRUSONFLIGHTS,SAYSGOVT

227 out of 58,867 passengers on Vande
Bharat flights tested positive: Centre to HC

New Delhi



Unlockdown
SOPs: 50%
seating for
restaurants, food
courts in malls
useofmasks,thermalscreening,
social distancing and sanitisa-
tion, the SOPs require people
above65yearsofage,thosewith
comorbidities, pregnant
woman,andchildrenbelowthe
age of 10 years, to stay at home.
Masks are mandatory at all
times, including inside restau-
rants.
TheSOPsareadvisory inna-

ture, and it is for the state gov-
ernmentstofinetunethedetails.
Officials said that individual
business establishments can
choose to enforce the advisory
with increased stringency. “For
example, if restaurant owners
wanttoinsistthatallpatronsget
the Aarogya Setu app, they can
doso,” anofficial said.
In hotels, the SOPsmandate

that guests will have to submit
theirmedicalhistoryapartfrom
identitycard, travelhistory, etc.,
while washrooms have to be
“deepcleaned”.
TheSOPsstatethatestablish-

mentsneedtohaveseparateen-
try and exit, and aged employ-
eesor thosewithcomorbidities
should take extra precautions
and not be exposed to frontline
work.
Oneof the biggest concerns,

officialssaid,istheuseofair-con-
ditioners. “Forair-conditioning/
ventilation, the guidelines of
CPWD shall be followed...the
temperature setting of all air-
conditioning devices should be
in the range of 24-30 degrees,

relativehumidityintherangeof
40-70%, intake of fresh air as
muchaspossibleandcrossven-
tilationshouldbeadequate,”say
theSOPs.
Thosevisitingplacesofwor-

ship need to being their own
prayermat or cloth,which they
shouldtakebackwiththem.“No
physical offerings like prasad/
distributionorsprinklingofholy
water, etc., is allowed inside re-
ligiousplaces,” theSOPsstate.
Toensuresocialdistancingin

buildings, the guidelines advise
restrictions on the number of
peoplewhocanusetheliftatany
given time. “Cleaning and regu-
lardisinfection(using1%sodium
hypochlorite) of frequently
touchedsurfaces(doorknobs,el-
evator buttons, hand rails,
benches, washroom fixtures,
etc.)tobemademandatoryinall
malls in common areas as well
asinsideshops,elevators,escala-
torsetc,” theystate.
Onclosureofworkplacesdue

to infections, the SOPs specify
that itwill dependon thenum-
ber of cases detected. “If there
are one or two cases reported,
the disinfection procedurewill
belimitedtoplaces/areasvisited
by the patient in the past 48
hours. There is no need to close
the entire office building/ halt
workinotherareasoftheoffice...
work can be resumed after dis-
infection as per laid down pro-
tocol,” theSOPsstate.
“However, if there is a larger

outbreak,thebuilding/blockwill
havetobeclosedfor48hoursaf-
terthoroughdisinfection.Allthe
staff will work from home, till
thebuilding/blockisadequately
disinfectedandisdeclaredfitfor
re-occupation,” theystate.
The requirements for other

commercial establishments

havebeen left to thedesignated
public health authority. But if a
caseisdetected,thepremisewill
have tobedisinfected.

20% of India’s
cases in Mumbai
but daily tests
frozen at 4,000
all of May
of now, less than 50 per cent of
thestate’stestsarebeingcarried
out in these twocities.
Pune has been testing 1,200

to1,500sampleseveryday.Asa
result, Mumbai’s share in the
state’s testing declined from55
percentatthebeginningofMay
to less than 30 per cent at the
end.
“Earlier, inMarch,around70-

75 per cent of tests in
Maharashtrawerehappeningin
Mumbai.FromMayonward,we
have noticed a consistent de-
cline. That is worrying,” a state
healthofficial said.
Experts underline that since

mostnovelcoronavirusinfected
people donot show symptoms,
aggressivetestingistheonlyway
to identify and isolate them, so
theydonottransmitthevirusto
others.
Mumbai’s approach ismore

surprisingbecausethepositivity
rateinthecityhasbeenincreas-
ing steadily. At the beginning of
May,Mumbai reported around
750positivecaseseveryday;by
theendof themonth, thisnum-
berhaddoubled toabout1,500.
That gives the city a positivity
rateofmorethan35percent,the
highest in thecountry.
India has an overall positiv-

ity rate of 5 per cent, andmost
otherstatesarearoundthesame
number,althoughtherearefluc-
tuations in the daily rate.
Cumulatively,Mumbai’spositiv-
ity rate is 20per cent, data until
June 1 show–muchmore than
mostothercitiesor states.
Dr Soumitra Ghosh of the

Centre for Health, Policy,
Planning andManagement at
the Tata Institute of Social
Sciences (TISS), said Mumbai
was taking a “conservative ap-
proach” – “The positivity rate is
increasing,whichmeansthein-
cidence of the virus in the pop-
ulationisincreasing.Wewillnot
beabletocontainthevirusif this
approachcontinues.”
Maharashtra’smedical edu-

cation secretary Sanjay
Mukherjee told The Indian
Express that the high positivity
rate showedMumbai was tar-
geting its testsbetter.
ButDrTSundararaman, for-

mer dean of TISS's School of
HealthSystemsStudies,saidthis
also showed thatMumbai was
not testing adequately outside
the targetgroup.
“This(theincreasingpositiv-

ity rate) shows that the virus is
spreadingfastinthecommunity,
andifwedon’ttestmorewewill
miss out on several more posi-
tivecases,”hesaid.
Mumbai has adopted a tar-

getedapproach fromthebegin-
ning, testing only the primary
contactsof infectedpeople,oth-
erswhoareshowingsymptoms,
and frontline workers such as
healthcare staff who are at the
greatest riskof getting infected.
As per protocol, all high-risk

contactshavetobetested,either
after five days of quarantine
when they develop symptoms,
oratendof theirquarantinepe-

riod. The protocol mandates
testingofallsymptomaticcases,
where fever, bodyache, cough,
andbreathlessnessarereported.
The death audit committee

inMumbaihasadvisedthegov-
ernment to test vulnerable sec-
tions, including senior citizens,
pregnantwomen,high-riskcon-
tacts,andpeoplewithkidneyor
heartailments, at theearliest.
According to Municipal

Commissioner Iqbal Chahal,
Mumbai is testing 13,400 per
millionpopulation.Eventhough
Mumbai (with 39,686 cases on
May31)hasdoublethecaseload
of Chennai (14,802), it is testing
less than Chennai. Chennai is
testing 15,500 permillion pop-
ulation.
Asked why the number of

tests have remained constant
around4,000,BMC'sAdditional
MunicipalCommissionerSuresh
Kakani said: “Earlier our contri-
bution was more in state be-
cause other districts were not
testing as many people. Now
otherdistrictshavestartedtest-
ing too.”
Across India, 41.03 lakhpeo-

plehadbeentestedtillJune1,ac-
cording to Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) data.
On Thursday night, the ICMR
portal showed India's total test-
ing number as 42,42,718, with
1,39,485 samples having been
tested over the previous 24
hours.
Maharashtra has 78 labora-

tories for Covid-19 testing, the
mostamong Indianstates.Until
now, it has conducted4.83 lakh
tests, of which 2.02 lakh have
been inMumbai.
When contacted, BMC

spokesperson Dr Daksha Shah
said:“Wedidmaximumtesting
fromtheverybeginningandwe

aremaintaining that. We now
have more than 16 labs since
March.”

IRDAI’s Covid
cover: Daily
cap of Rs 5,000
for room
The IRDAImove comes at a

timewhen the total case count
is over2 lakh, ofwhich1,06,737
areactivecases.
Sources said IRDAI has in-

cluded treatment of Covid-19
patients inmakeshift hospitals,
which is not covered by the ex-
istinghealth insurancepolicies.
“This is an important addi-

tion.However, IRDAIcouldhave
made some changes to include
this in theexistinghealth insur-
ancepolicies,” saidasenioroffi-
cialwithaleadinggeneralinsur-
ancecompany.
He said thatwhile the IRDAI

has come outwith the product
tooffer a cheaperoption to cus-
tomers, “it's unlikely that the
productwillbecheapastheline
of treatment isnot fixed,noone
knows how the claimswill be-
have. There is a risk andyes,we
will take therisk”.
OnJune1,TheIndianExpress

reported that IRDAIhasadvised
theGeneralInsuranceCouncilto
work on a reasonable and stan-
dardised cost structure for
Covid-19 treatment. Following
feedback on a set of proposals,
the IRDAI has nowunveiled the
Covid-19product.
The policy tenurewill be for

oneyear,anditcanbegivenona
family floater basis for persons
withminimum entry age of 18
yearsandmaximumof65years.

However,itwillbesubjecttolife-
long renewability. The mini-
mumsuminsuredshouldbeRs
50,000 and themaximumwill
beRs5 lakh, IRDAI said.
The hospitalisation cost

should cover room, boarding,
nursing expenses up to 2 per
centof thesuminsured,capped
atRs5,000perday.Itshouldalso
include surgeon, anaesthetist,
medical practitioner, consult-
ants, specialist fees, whether
paiddirectlytothetreatingdoc-
tor, surgeonorhospital.
Anaesthesia, blood, oxygen,

operation theatre charges, sur-
gical appliances,medicines and
drugs,coststowardsdiagnostics,
diagnostic imagingmodalities,
and other similar expenses are
also included.Expensesonhos-
pitalisation for aminimumpe-
riodof24hoursareadmissible,it
said.
According to IRDAI, the pol-

icywillcover intensivecareunit
(ICU) expenses up to 5 per cent
of sum insured, capped at Rs
10,000perday,andexpensesin-
curredonroadambulance,upto
Rs 2,000 per hospitalisation. It
willalsocoveralldaycaretreat-
ment.
The IRDAIproposal says that

the Covid-19 product should
have the basicmandatory cov-
ers, which must be uniform
across themarket.
“Only two add-ons as speci-

fied, are allowed to be offered
alongwith the standard Covid-
19product,” it said.
IRDAIsaidexpensesincurred

onhospitalisationunderAYUSH
(as defined in IRDAI (Health
Insurance) Regulations, 2016)
medicinewill be coveredwith-
outanysub-limits.
“Pre-hospitalisationmedical

expensesincurredforaperiodof

30daysprior to thedateof hos-
pitalisation should be admissi-
ble. Pre- hospitalisation ex-
pensesshouldcoverthecostsof
diagnostics towards Covid–19,”
it said.
According to IRDAI's guide-

lines,post-hospitalisationmed-
ical expenses incurred for a pe-
riod of 60 days from the date of
discharge,followinganadmissi-
bleclaim, shouldbe included.
For the add-on cover, if the

personisquarantinedduetodi-
agnosis or suspected infection,
thenthecompanywillpay1per
cent of sum insured per day, up
toRs3,000perday.Inthecaseof
dailyhospitalcash,thecompany
will pay 0.5 per cent of sum in-
suredperdayforevery24hours
ofhospitalisationonpositivedi-
agnosisof Covid-19.
The premium payable to-

wards these twoadd-ons are to
be specified separately so as to
enablepolicy-holderstochoose
and pay based on the need, the
IRDAI said.
The insurermay determine

the price keeping in view the
covers proposed to be offered,
subject to compliancewith the
norms specified in the IRDAI
(Health Insurance) Regulations,
2016andGuidelines.
The base covers of standard

Covid-19 product should be of-
fered on indemnity basis,
whereas add-ons should be
madeavailableonbenefitbasis.
ThestandardCovid–19prod-

uct should complywith porta-
bility provisions and premium
can bemade onmonthly, quar-
terly, half-yearly and yearly ba-
sis, IRDAIsaid.Thepremiumun-
der this product should be on
pan-India basis and no geo-
graphic location or zone-based
pricing isallowed, it said.
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THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday questioned the deci-
sionofbankstocontinuecharg-
inginterestonloanamountsde-
spite the moratorium on
repayment announced by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in
viewofthenationallockdownto
curbthecoronaviruspandemic.
“On the one hand (you are)

grantingmoratoriumandnoth-
ing (nomoratorium) in interest.
It ismoredetrimental,”JusticeM
R Shah, who was hearing the
matter with Justices Ashok
BhushanandSKKaul,observed.
In an affidavit filed on

Wednesday, RBI had told the
court that itdoesnotconsider it
prudentorappropriate togofor
a “forcedwaiver of interest” on
deferred loans repayments,

thereby“riskingfinancialviabil-
ityofbanksitismandatedtoreg-
ulate,andputtinginterestsofde-
positors in jeopardy”.
The courtwas hearing a pe-

titionfiledbyUttarPradeshres-
ident Gajendra Sharma, who
urged thecourt todeclareasul-
tra vires the part of RBI’sMarch
27notificationcharginginterest
on deferred loan repayment. In
hispetition,Sharmasaid it “cre-
ateshardshipinthepresentsce-
narioofcompletenational lock-
down,(whichis)beingextended
fromtimeto time”.
Taking up the matter on

Thursday, Justice Bhushan con-
veyeddispleasure over contents
of the affidavit appearing in the
mediaevenbeforeithadcomeup
forhearingandcautioned that it
shouldnothappenagain.Solicitor
General TusharMehta said the
FinanceMinistry alsowishes to
file itsreplyinthematter.

Justice Bhushan said there
aretwoaspectstotheissue—in-
terestduringmoratoriumperiod
and intereston this interest.
Justice Kaul observed that

thesearenotnormal times. “Let
me respond with the Finance
Ministry and the RBI together,”
Mehtasubmitted.
Appearing for thepetitioner,

senior advocateRajivDutta said,
“The cat is out of bag.... They are
saying profitability of bank (is)
prime.” He referred to the top
court's earlier order allowingAir
Indiatooperatenon-scheduledin-
ternationalflightswithoutleaving
aseatinbetweenonlyuptoJune6.
At this, Justice Bhushan said,

“Weknoweconomic aspect (is)
nothigherthanhealthofpeople.”
At this, Dutta said, “So only

the banks should earn and rest
of the country goes down un-
der?”Duttasaidhewants to file
a rejoinder.

The court fixed June 12 to
hear it again.
In his petition, Gajendra

Sharma said he runs an optical
store inAgra,UP,andhadagross
annual total incomeof aboutRs.
6.57 lakh. He had taken a home
loanfromICICIBankandhasbeen
payingEMIswithoutanydefault.
But the extended lockdown, he
said, created “immenseburden”
onhisbudget,asapartfrompay-
ing EMI onhome loan he has to
payhisemployees,andalsoman-
agehishomeandfamily.
While hearing some PILs on

thematter,thecourthadonApril
30expresseddoubtsonwhether
bankswerepassingonreliefsan-
nouncedbytheRBItoborrowers
and asked the apex bank to en-
sure compliance. However, the
bench refused to interfere after
notingthatnoneof thepetition-
ers were personally aggrieved
andleftthequestionoflawopen.

‘IT ISMOREDETRIMENTAL’

SCquestions interest charged
in loan repaymentmoratorium

LONGWAIT:MigrantworkerssleepoutsideKalupurrailwaystationinAhmedabadonThursdayastheywaitfortrains. JavedRaja

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

WITHHEALTH becoming a pri-
ority area for audit amid the
Covid-19 outbreak, the
Comptroller & Auditor General
(CAG)of Indiahascreatedanew
vertical--health,welfareandru-
raldevelopment.
Anordertothiseffectwasis-

sued by the office of CAG on
June1,saidasourcefamiliarwith
development.
The source said that as part

of the restructuring exercise, a

seniorofficerhasbeenpostedas
Principal Director of Audit
(Health, Welfare and Rural
Development) against a newly
createdpostcarvedoutoftheof-
ficeofDirectorGeneralofAudit,
CentralExpenditure.
The immediate task before

thenewverticalwillbetoexpe-
dite the performance audit of
Central Government Health
Scheme (CGHS) and Employee
State Insurance (ESI) hospitals
from2014-15to2018-19.“These
twoauditreportsarelikelytobe
submittedbeforethewinterses-
sion of Parliament later this

year,” said thesource.
The performance audit of

CGHSwillbefocusedonthepro-
curement of drugs for over 400
CGHSwellnesscentresandpoly-
clinics, 73 labs and 3 hospitals
spreadacrossmorethan40cities.
CGHS, which provides

healthcare facilities to about
34.19 lakhbeneficiaries, includ-
ing government employees,
pensionersandMPs,incurredRs
5,113crore--almosthalfof itsto-
talexpenditure--ondrugsfrom
2014-15to2018-19.
During theperformance au-

dit of CGHS, CAGwill also con-

ductabeneficiarysurveyinvolv-
ingissuessuchasavailabilityand
qualityof drugs.
TheperformanceauditofESI

hospitalswillscrutinisewhether
thesehospitalsanddispensaries
haverequisitehumanresources
toprovidetheassuredservices.It
will also look into the practices
of infectioncontrolandhygiene.
Besides the health, welfare

and rural development vertical,
separate officers have been
posted for other sectors such as
home,education&skilldevelop-
ment;andagriculture, foodand
water resources.

Health emerges as key area for CAG amid Covid-19

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
DEHRADUN, JUNE4

QUARANTINE CENTRES at the
villagelevelareina“pitiablecon-
dition”, the Uttarakhand high
court has noted in an order on
the basis of reports received
from District Legal Services
Authorities (DLSA) in thestate.
Following the court’s obser-

vation,ChiefMinisterTrivendra
Singh Rawat on Thursday di-
recteddistrictmagistratestoen-
sure availability of essential fa-
cilities inquarantinecentres.
Hearing a Public Interest

Litigation(PIL),theHighcourton
May 28 directed secretaries of
the DLSAs in border districts
Nainital, Udham Singh Nagar,
HaridwarandDehraduntovisit
thesequarantinecentreswithin
threedaysand file reports.
On June 2, the bench com-

prisingJusticeSudhanshuDhulia
and Justice RavindraMaithani
saidinitsorder,“Thesensewhich
we are getting after studying
these reports is that thequaran-
tinecenterswhichhavebeenes-
tablished at village level are the
worstofthelot.Thesequarantine
centres in villages are mostly
functioning in Government
Primary Schools and Secondary
Schools. Their condition, as per
thereports ispitiable.”
“First and foremost, there are

nofacilitiesinthesecentrestopro-
vide food to the inmates. Food is

being provided by the villagers
andthefamilymembersofthein-
mates. Inmanyof thesequaran-
tine centerswhere the inmates
aremore than20to30, thereare
only 1 or 2 toilets.What ismost
shockingisthatthehygieniccon-
dition of these toilets is also ex-
tremelypoor....,” theorderadds.
The court order says the

GramSabhas are short of funds
andappeartobeinnocondition
to manage these centres. The
court referred toa stategovern-
ment order dated May 4
wherein District Magistrates
havebeendirectedtocoordinate
with Gram Sabhas and Gram
Pradhansofvillageswherethese
quarantinecentreshavebeenes-
tablished, provide themwith
funds and see to it that these
centres are properlymanaged.
“Weareafraidthatthisisnotbe-
ingdoneproperlyasofnow,”the
court said in the order and di-
rectedtheSecretary,Health,and
the Secretary, Disaster
Management, in the state gov-
ernmenttopassappropriateor-
ders to District Magistrates so
that their earlierdirective is im-
plemented.
The Chief Minister has now

directed district magistrates to
address the situation and pay
special attention to quarantine
facilitiessetupinthevillages.He
also announced that if a Covid-
19 patient in Uttarakhand dies,
dependentswill begivenanas-
sistanceof Rs1 lakh.

Quarantine centres
at villages in pitiable
state: Uttarakhand HC

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THE LOCKDOWNperiod sawan
increase in cases of violence
within the family and instances
of child abuse, Supreme Court
judge,JusticeNVRamana,saidon
Thursday.
Justice Ramana, who is also

executive chairman of National
Legal Services Authority and is
secondmost senior judge of the
apexcourt,saidthepandemichas
also “affected rights of women,
childrenandsenior citizen”, and
thatthiscallsforapersistentand
target-orientedactionplan.
Justice Ramana said these in

hiskeynotespeechwhilereleas-
ing a ‘Handbook of Formats:
EnsuringEffectiveLegalServices’,
prepared in collaborationwith
the NGO Commonwealth
HumanRights Initiative.
Speaking at thewebinar, he

said, “Pursuant to the lockdown,
thousands of people have lost
their lives and livelihood, large-

scalemigration has takenplace.
The lockdownhas itself created
psychologicalissuesandviolence
within the family.Womenhave
beenburdenedwithmorework;
childrenhave beenunable to go
toschools.Adding to that,work-
ing of homehas also had its im-
pactonfamily life.”
“One of the critical areas

whichhascometoournotice”,he
said, “was risingviolencewithin
the family itself...wealso saw in-
creasingriseinthenumberofin-
stancesof childabuse.”
Justice Ramana said that ac-

knowledging the urgency of the
situation, “we have established
OneStopCentres”,andthat“per-
sistenteffortshavebeentakento
provide legal assistance through
teleservicesof femalepanellaw-
yers in every district”. In other
matters, he said, petitions have
been filed under Domestic
ViolenceAct.
Another focus area for legal

services authorities, he pointed
out,istoensurereductionofover-
crowdinginprisons.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JUNE4

THELOCKDOWNthegovernme-
nt put in placewas “draconian”
and the “hard” shutdownended
updecimating theeconomyand
flattening theGDPgrowth curve
insteadof the coronavirus curve,
industrialistRajivBajajsaidThur-
sday in a conversationwith sen-
iorCongressleaderRahulGandhi.
Bajaj saidsome“moodeleva-

tors”arerequirednowtoreignite
demand andwonderedwhy a
stronginitiativeforthatisnotbe-
ingtaken.
Bajajsaidthegovernmenthas

fallen “very short of disclosing
facts, logicandthetruth”regard-
ing the pandemic,whichhe felt
“gotamplifiedandinstalledsuch
anenormous fear inpeople that
peopleseemtothinkthatthecon-
tagion is equal to a contagious
cancerorsomething”.
“I thinkthe firstproblemis to

getthisfearoutofthemindsofthe
people,therehastobeaveryclear
aligned narrative, I would say
from the PM because, right or
wrong,whenhe says something
people seemto follow. I thinkhe
needs to stand up and say to
everyone that this is howweare
goingtomoveforward,it’sallun-
dercontrol,donotfearinfections,
almostnobodyisdying,youknow
andwe have tomove forward
now,”saidBajaj,managingdirec-
toratBajajAuto.
Rahul said hewas told by an

expert in the initial days of the
lockdownthatbyapplyinga“full
lockdownyou are changing the
nature of the disease…you are
makingthisnon-fataldiseasetoa
fatal disease in theminds of the
people. Once you’ve done that,
thentoreverse that, that isgoing
to take a significant amount of

timeanditisgoingtotakealotof
effort.”
Bajaj said every countrywas

trying to find amiddle path be-
tween an impervious lockdown
andabusiness-as-usualapproach.
“I think, unfortunately, India not
only lookedwest, itwent to the
WildWest.Ithinkwestayedmore
towardstheimperviousside.We
tried to implement a hard lock-
downwhichwasstillporous.So,I
thinkwehaveendedupwiththe
worstofbothworlds.”
“Ononehandaporous lock-

downmakes sure that the virus
will still exist…Soyouhavenot
solvedthatproblem.Butyouhave
definitely decimated the econ-
omy. You flattened the wrong
curve.Itisnottheinfectioncurve,
itistheGDPcurve.Thisiswhatwe
have ended (up)with, theworst
ofbothworlds,”hesaid.
WhenRahul said the Centre

has backed off and left it to the
statestodealwiththepandemic,
Bajaj said it ismore like “passing
ofthebuckandnotpassingofthe
strategy”.He said analignedap-
proachtounlockingismissing.
“I’mnot seeing that smooth,

concerted, rhythmicmovement
towardsunlocking. Yes…weare
moving in that direction, but I
think,akindof alignedapproach
that is required. That oneperson
will say one thing…This is not
happeningandI thinktheblame
for this rests againwith thekind
offearwecreatedinthefirstplace
thatinfectionisequaltodeath.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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THELEFTpartiesonThursdayop-
posed the ordinances being
promulgated by the Centre to
deregulateagriculturesector,say-
ing theywould create artificial
shortagesof commodities.
While the CPI(M) stated that

these proposals will only help
“middlemen, traders and finan-
cial intermediaries who will
squeeze both the producer,
farmer and the consumer”, CPI
general secretaryDRaja said the
government’sargumentthatthe
amendmentswill benefit farm-
ers wasmisleading. “This will
benefit only traders, not farmers
andconsumers,”hesaid.
The CPI(M) said the amend-

mentswill “pave theway tocre-
ate artificial shortages due to
speculation bymiddlemen and
traders adversely affecting the
country’s foodsecurity”.
“Licences for electronic trad-

ingwillpavethewayforspecula-
tiveforwardtradinginallagricul-
tural commodities. These open
thewayforentryofbigmultina-
tionalagro-businessanddomes-
ticcorporatestofreelyaccessInd-
ia’s agricultural produce and
markets,” it said. “This isa recipe
forthetotaldestructionofwhat-
ever little of the public distribu-
tionsystemthat is left.”
CPI's Raja said the ordinance

will give freedom to traders and
corporationstohoardandcreate
artificial shortagesandsell com-
moditiesathighprices—squeez-
ingbothfarmersandconsumers.

Lockdown period saw rise
of violence within family,
child abuse, says SC judge

Lockdown flattened
wrong curve — the
GDP curve: Rajiv Bajaj

Agri reforms will lead to
artificial shortages: Left

Rajiv
Bajaj

New Delhi
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EVENASmore than250person-
nel fromKerala's forest depart-
mentcombprivateestatesonfor-
est fringes in Palakkad and
Malappuramdistricts,lookingfor
clueson thedeathof apregnant
elephantonMay27,severaloppo-
sitionleadersThursdayslammed
rulingBJP leaders for attempts to
create controversy andpurport-
edlytrytosullythestate’simage.
The elephant died after her

mouthwas severelydamaged in
anexplosion inPalakkaddistrict.
Itwas first spotted ina rivernear
the buffer zone of Silent Valley
NationalParkonMay23.
The forest department's

combingteamcomprisesperson-
nelfromSilentValley,Mannarkad,
PalakkadandNilamburdivisions
underwhosejurisdictionsforests
in the two districtsmostly fall,
sourcessaid.
Theteamismainlylookingfor

presenceof snareskeptby locals
forwildanimals,andforlikelysus-
pectsinthecase.Theyareassisted
by a team of police under
Palakkad Superintendent of
Police. Therehasbeennobreak-
throughyet,andsourcessaidthe

forestdepartmenthasdecidedto
extend the combing operation
acrossthestate.
A separate teamof the state

CrimeBranchareproceedingwith
a simultaneousprobe intouseof
explosiveswhich had lad to the
animal'sdeath.
In Kerala, Chief Minister

PinarayiVijayan said, “At thena-
tional level, there is a concerted
campaign against the state. The
incidentwasreportedinPalakkad
district,butthenameof(Muslim-
majority) Malappuram was
dragged into itdeliberately.Even
Unionministersareengagedina
baseless campaign. If somebody
thinkstheincidentcanbeusedto
doawaywiththeovation(credit)

the statehas gained in its Covid-
19management, it is only their
delusion.”Hesaidanyattemptto
“question the state’s self-respect
wouldnotbeallowed”.
Kerala Opposition leader

Ramesh Chennithala of the
Congress also condemned the
“campaign”againstthestate,and
remarks linking the animal's
death toMalappuram. In a letter
toBJPMPandformerUnionmin-
isterManekaGandhi, he stated,
“Yourirresponsiblestatementhas
given space for airing hate
speechesabusingadistrictandits
people.Withdrawandapologise
foryourstatementportrayingthis
districtasacentreofcrime.”
MalappuramMP and IUML

leader P K Kunhalikutty said,
“Theirattitudeagainstoneplace
where such incidents have not
taken place in the past...that’s
part of their partisan and com-
munal agenda.... They use
Malappuram’s name for their
communalcampaign.”
TheCongresshighcommand

also accused the BJP of giving a
communal colour to the “unfor-
tunateincident.”
“TheBJPmust tender anun-

qualifiedandunconditionalpub-
lic apology for giving communal
colourtothemostunfortunatein-
cidentof thekillingofapregnant
elephant inKerala,”AICCgeneral
secretaryKCVenugopal said.He
said“anykindofmindlessandun-
reasonable violence against
wildlife is totally unacceptable
andunjustifiable”butpointedout
that senior BJP leaders such as
ManekaGandhiandministerslike
Prakash Javadekar are “deliber-
atelyspreadingfalseinformation.”
In remarks to a TV channel,

Manekahad said, “Malappuram
isperhapsthemostdisturbeddis-
trictinthecountry.Someincident
isreportedthereeveryday.People
in the panchayat throwpoison,
andnotjustelephants,thousands
of animals are killed at the same
time. Birds anddogs are killed...
Theyhavekilledsomanywomen.
They chop off people’s arms in

communalclashes.Thesituation
there is extremelyhorrifying... It
seems even the Kerala govern-
mentisscaredofthemasthereis
noaction.Theweakestpeople in
the administration are sent to
Malappuram.Itisfamousthatyou
cankill anybody, theKerala gov-
ernmentwillnotdoanything.”
She said that an elephant is

killedeverythreedaysinKerala.
UnionEnvironmentMinister

Prakash Javadekar also stated
that the elephant died in
Malappuramdistrict.
On the probe, Kerala's

Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests (Wildlife) and Chief
WildlifeWardenSurendrakumar
said,“Wesuspecttheculpritsgot
local support…a few are being
questioned. Thewound in the
mouth of the elephant was
causedby an explosion. There is
anillegalpracticetodropcracker-
loadedfruitinfarmlandstotarget
wildboarsthatraidcrops.Butwe
cannot conclusively say at this
stage that the elephant has at-
temptedtoeatsuchafruit.”
Meanwhile,anotherelephant

wasonThursday foundwith in-
juriestoitsmouth,andmarkson
its body, inKalikavu forest range
inMalappuram, around 20 km
fromAmbalappara, where the
pregnantelephantwasspotted.

WithVishnuVarmainKochi

MILINDGHATWAI
BHOPAL, JUNE4

RAILWAY PROTECTION Force
(RPF) constable Inder Singh
Yadav was busy making an-
nouncements on a public ad-
dresssystem,askingpassengers
not to venture out of a special
train carryingmigrantworkers,
when a woman passenger re-
questedhimtoarrangemilk for
her four-month-oldchild.
Sharif Hashmi, whowas ac-

companiedbyherhusband,told
the 32-year-old constable that
shehadbeenlookingformilkfor
her child from Belgaum, from
wherethetrainbegan,butcould
notmanage toget it.
The Belgaum-Gorakhpur

Shramik Train had entered
Platform No 1 of the Bhopal
Railway Station onMay 31. The
constable cameout to buymilk
fromakiosk located just outside
therailwaystationaftertellingthe
woman “do minute wait karo
(waitfortwominutes)”.Butwhen
hewasreturning,hesawthetrain
chugalongandgatherspeed.
With a rifle in one hand and

thepouchinanother,hesprinted
alongandmanagedtohandover
themilk to thewoman.
Railway Minister Piyush

Goyal has announced a cash re-

ward for Yadav after a video of
the incident, which took place
fourdaysago,waswidelycircu-
latedonsocialmedia.
“I was confident and never

thoughtthatIwouldnotbeable
to hand over the milk pouch,”
saidYadav,whohasstudiedupto
ClassXII.
After reaching Gorakhpur,

the woman thanked Yadav for

his help. “I asked for milk at
manystations.Mythree-month-
old childwashungry. AtBhopal
railway station, Inder Singh
Yadavji'shelpedme.Unkabahot
bahotshukriya(amverygrateful
tohim).”
Yadav, whowas previously

posted at Lucknow, has been at
the Bhopal RPF station for the
last fiveyears.

Avideoof Constable Inder
SinghYadav (left) ,
sprinting after the train to
make sure the infant gets
hismilk,waswidely
circulatedon socialmedia

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU, JUNE4

KARNATAKA CHIEF Minister B
S Yediyurappa has made two
key appointments, in what is
being seen as an attempt to
checkdissidenceaheadof elec-
tions to the Rajya Sabha and
state Legislative Council later
thismonth.
Yediyurappahasappointed

former Congress leader
Ramesh Jarkiholi --- who was
reportedlyat thehelmof dissi-
dent activitieswhich led to the
fallof theCongress-JDSgovern-
ment last year --- as minister
in-charge of Belagavi district.
The CMhas also appointed his
grandnephewNRSanthosh---
who is said to have played a
central role in arranging logis-
tics for those dissident activi-
ties ---ashispolitical secretary
to end a brief period of es-
trangement.
Jarkiholi’s appointment as

minister in-charge of Belagavi
--- which is his home district -
--andSanthoshaspolitical sec-
retary comes in the wake of
murmurs of dissidence brew-
ing in the Karnataka BJP ahead
of Rajya Sabhapolls scheduled
on June19, andCouncilpolls to
be held soon.
A group of BJP MLAs led by

senior leaders likeUmeshKatti,
Murugesh Nirani and a dozen
others,whohavebeenaspiring

foracabinetberth,havereport-
edlyemergedasasourceofdis-
sidentactivities in thestateBJP.
The group reportedly held a
meeting in February and an-
other a few days ago, prompt-
ing Yediyurappa to initiate
measures toprevent thespread
of dissidence, especially to
other disgruntled leaders like
Jarkiholi.
“I have not participated in

any dissident meetings. I am a
disciplined BJP worker,” said
Nirani, atwhosehomeameet-
ingwasreportedlyheld. “Itwas
ameetingof friendswhichhas
been projected as ameeting of
dissidents,” he said in a video
statement after pictures
emergedof ameetingfeaturing
him, Katti and S A Ramdas, all
formerministers.
Brushing aside reports of

dissidence, Yediyurappa said,
“Weare focusedondoingwhat

isneeded for thestate.”Healso
stated this week that Katti
would be made a minister at
the right time.
Themurmurs of dissidence

have re-emerged at a time
when MLAs are due to elect
fournewmembers to theRajya
Sabhaon June19onaccountof
the retirement of Prabhakar
Kore (BJP), M V Rajeev Gowda
and B KHariprasad (Congress)
and real estate businessman
Kupendra Reddy (JDS).
Given its strength of 116

members, theBJPcanelect two
personsto theRajyaSabha.The
retiringeducationistKore,who
is fromBelagavi, is keenonan-
other term and reportedly en-
joys thesupportof theBJPhigh
command.
The Katti brothers of

Belagavi, who are allies of the
Jarkiholis, are pushing for the
candidature of Umesh Katti's
brother Ramesh Katti, while
the BJP high command is re-
portedly keen on sending an
eminentpersonandthenames
of Sudha Murthy and K V
Kamath are in circulation.
The last dateof nomination

is June 9.
Seven members of the

LegislativeCouncil areset tore-
tireonJune30andelectionsare
likely to be announced soon.
TheBJP ispoisedtowinmostof
the seats on account of its 116
members compared to 68 of
the Congress and 34 of JDS.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JUNE4

THE PRINCIPAL of Ganesh
Shankar Vidyarthi Memorial
(GSVM) Medical College in
Kanpurwas removed fromher
post on Thursday, four days af-
ter the controversy over a viral
video inwhichshepurportedly
referred to members of
theTablighi Jamaatwhotested
positive for Covid-19, saying
that the government is
appeasing and wasting re-
sources on them.
Sources said Principal

Secretary (Medical Education)
Rajneesh Dube had earlier
sought a report from Kanpur
DistrictMagistrate (DM)Brahm
Dev Tiwari in this regard, after
whichactionwas takenagainst
the principal, Arati Dave
Lalchandani. They further said
Lalchandani would serve as
principal of Maharani Laxmi
Bai Medical College (MLB)
Medical College in Jhansi, and
Professor R B Kamal would re-

place her.
However, this isyet tobeof-

ficially confirmed.
In the nearly 5-minute

video, which is claimed to be
about two months old,
Lalchandani can be heard say-
ing “thesepeople are terrorists
but are provided VIP treat-
ment”, and that the hospital
has toexhaust its resources,put
doctors at risk and pay hotel
bills for “these people”.
Referringtothehospitaladmis-
sion of “these people” as ap-
peasement, she isheardsaying
said they should be handled
more strictly.

When contacted by The
Indian Express, Lalchandani
claimed the video was mor-
phedbya journalist inKanpur,
who was trying to use the
video to extort money and get
favours fromher.
Claiming that shehasnever

used words like Tablighi or
Muslims in the video, she said
shewouldgetanFIR registered
against the journalist.
She later addedshewasan-

gry with the fact that a lot of
Tablighis were found positive
in thedistrict, and insteadof an
L-1 hospital, theywere sent to
themedical collegewhere they
wereallegedlynot cooperating
with the staff and doctors.
No first information report

(FIR) has been registered
against the journalist yet.
OnMay 31, Lalchandani had

confirmedthatDubehadspoken
withherregardingthevideoand
that she had presented her side
tohim.WhileTiwarisaidhedoes
not have any information about
a transfer, Dube could not be
reachedviaphone.

RAILWAYMINISTERHADANNOUNCEDCASHREWARD

I was confident: RPF constable
who sprinted with milk packet
for infant on moving train

RS,MLCPOLLSSOON

Amidst murmurs of
dissidence, Yediyurappa
makes key appointments

BSYediyurappa

Keralacombsforests toprobeelephant’s
death,Oppn leadersslamManeka,minister

Kanpur college’s principal
removed over Tablighi remarks

Lalchandaniclaimsthe
videowasmorphedby
a journalist inKanpur,
whowastryingtouse
thecliptoextort
moneyandget favours
fromher

Saurabh,aB.Techstudent,protests inLucknowagainst the
deathof thepregnantelephant inKerala.Vishal Srivastav
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WEBINAR OPPOSITION
RahulGandhi'svideointeractionsareapleasantechochamber.
Surely,Oppositionpoliticsduringatimeofdistressneedsmore

T
HERAHULGANDHI-RAJIVBajajconversationputout inthepublicdomain
onThursday—thelatestinaseriesofvideointeractionsinwhichGandhitalks
toand/orinterviewsaguestunderlockdown—drawsattentionforitscon-
tent,andits format.Takethatmoment,abouthalfwaydowntheconversa-
tion,whentheCongressleaderspeaksabouthowthepandemicrequireda

decentralisedresponsetobeginwith,andhowthecorrectresponseishappeningnow,but
toolate.Asa“passingofthebuck”,notasstrategy,agreestheindustrialist,almostcomplet-
ingGandhi’sthought,ifnothissentence.Suchmomentsofstrikinglyaffableagreement,of
completingeachother’ssentencesandthoughts,abound—thatthisisa“bittersweet”time
more bitter than sweet (Bajaj) and “devastating” (Gandhi); that the lockdownhas been
“draconian” (Bajaj) and it has “failed” (Gandhi); that India should not have looked to the
West for its solutions(Bajaj),butdrawninternally (Gandhi); that theeconomydeserveda
greaterstimulusandsupport(both).Thesesentimentsareworthy,theargumentsneedto
be heard, but here’s the problem: Bypicking a guest he evidently agreeswith, andwho
agreeswith him too, themain leader of India’s leadingOpposition party defeats the in-
tendedpurpose of portraying the leader as listener and learner. He sends out amessage
thatheisthehostofascripted,one-sidedcommunication,anecho-chamber,lockeddown.
Theproblem,evenwhentheguest is formerRBIgovernorRaghuramRajanorNobel

laureate Abhijit Banerjee, is also this: Given Rahul Gandhi’s own pronounced and pro-
longedreluctance,firstinbecomingCongresspresidentandtheninsteppinguptothede-
mandsof the job, thisseriesof virtual interactions inatimeof realhardshipforsomany,
invitesscepticism.What’stheirpurpose,exactly?Admittedly,thepandemichasimposed
constraintsonpoliticsandpoliticalactivityof therealkind,but it isalsotruethatneither
theCongressnoritsleadercannowpersuadeanyonethattheyarestrainingtotaketothe
street. Ineffect, thepartycametoastandstill longbeforeCovid struck.Having said that,
many Congress governments in the states are showing resolve as theymount a fight
against thepandemic.RahulGandhiwoulddofarbetterbyhisparty ifheweretoshow-
case these efforts, thewomenandmenbehind them.Or evenmount a campaignmore
spirited thantweetsagainst thebizarrearrestof theparty’sUttarPradeshchief.
It isunderstandablethattheCongressleadershouldchafeatthenarrativedominance

of theBJP,amplifiedmanytimesoverbythepoliticallockdowninducedbythepandemic
andfawningsectionsof themedia.Heisrightwhenhesays,ascriticismof theNDAgov-
ernment,duringhisconversationwithBajaj, thatimageshouldbebasedonstrength,not
strengthon image.But if thisapparentbid to join thebattleof imagesshowsanything it
is this: TheCongressmust listen to its ownadvice, insteadof giving the impression that
it is trying tobeat theBJP in itsowngame.Videomeetingsmayhavebecomederigueur
in today'swork-from-homemodel, but politics, especiallyOppositionpolitics in a time
of distress,mayneedmoreenergyand imagination thanawebinar.

CRY OF THE WILD
Outcryoverdeathof anelephant inKerala is reassuring. It

mustbe followedbyadeepersoul-searching

T
HEGRUESOMEDEATHof a15-year-oldpregnantwildelephant inKerala
has triggeredshock, sadnessandangeramongpeople. Theelephanthad
a part of its face blown up some days ago after reportedly biting into a
pineapple stuffedwith explosiveswhen it wandered into a farm on the
edgeof a forest in Palakkaddistrict. Attempts at rescueby forest officials

failedandtheanimaldiedingreatpaininlateMay.Theoutrageovertheelephant’sdeath
in themidst of the coronaviruspandemic,which iswrecking lives and livelihoods, is, in
part,becausethe incidenthasbeenreportedfromKerala,whichhasprojected itself asa
model state, setting benchmarks of responsible and sensitive caregiving in the time of
thepandemic.While it isnotuncommonfor farmersacross India to targetwildanimals
that poach crops by letting them feed on fruit ladenwith poison or filled inwith fire-
crackers, thebarbaricpractice ispunishableunderwildlife laws.
Theelephant is an important element inKerala’s culturalmemoryand traditions—

it is an integral part of temple festivals andpageantry. Someof thesebeasts— there are
about 486of them in the state—have ahuge fanbase andevendedicated socialmedia
accounts. But adulation for the animal does not always translate into genuine concern
for itswell-being. Storiesof elephantsbeing ill-treatedbymahouts andownersmaybe
relatively few nowbecause a vigilant civil society, especially the elephant fans, keeps
track and is quick to flag incidents of cruelty or negligence.However, genuine elephant
loverscoulddomore:Theyneedtoprodpeople toquestion if it ishumantokeepanan-
imal that prefers to be part of a herd and roam in thewild chained alone to a restricted
spaceandsubject it tounwarrantedattention in thenameof faithandculture.
Whiletheoutrageattheunintentionalkillingoftheelephantisunderstandable,someof

ithasbeenlacedwithcommunalprejudice.Thelocationofcrimehasbeenidentified,point-
edly,astheMuslim-majoritydistrictofMalappuramandquestionsabouttheincidenthave
beenframedinculturalterms.Theattempttodrawpoliticalcapitalneedstoberesisted.

CHHOTI SI BAAT
BasuChatterjee’s filmsstarredtheaamaadmiandaamaurat.
Theymademiddle-class Indiavisibleonthebigscreen

T
HE ARRIVAL OF Basu Chatterjee on the Hindi film firmament, with the
1969SaraAakashupendedtheelementspopularcinemawaspackedwith:
Louddialogue, high-pitchedmelodrama, andcharacterswho lived in la-
laland.Hisfilmswererootedinthehereandnow,andwereaboutpeople
likeyouandme.

AlongwithHrishikeshMukherjeeandBasuBhattacharya, Chatterjee createda road
map to celebrate ordinariness, humaneness, empathy. And he invested hismiddle-of-
the-roadcinemawithsuchzestandjoythatitspilledover.Thereweresombremoments,
too,buthis filmsneverdrownedin fauxsentiment, theymadetheirpointwitha linger-
ing lightness of touch. Some of his best loved films ( the ’74 Rajnigandha,’76 Chhoti Si
Baat’,’79BaatonBaatonMein)dealtwithissuesimpactingamiddle-classIndiawhichhad
neverbeenvisibleonthebigscreenbefore.Tongue-tied,shylovers,thesparkleofnewly-
independentworkingwomen, the roughand tumble of officepolitics, buses and trains
thatranlate—allwasgently-observedgristtoChatterjee’smill,andthebustling’70swas
asmuchmarked by his cinema,wonderfully fronted by an actorwho exuded a special
man-next-doorordinariness, as itwasby the filmsof a lanky, toweringvolcano.
If AmitabhBachchan’sangryheroesrailedagainst thesystem,andusedtheir fists inre-

taliation,AmolPalekar’sself-effacinggentsspokeupforthemenwhoworetheirthin,tenta-
tivemoustachesand largecollaredbush-shirtswithgrowingconfidence,andfor the ladies
theyloved.SomeofChatterjee’snotsowell-rememberedtitleslikeChameliKiShaadi,Kamla
KiMaut, andSwami, toucheduponclassandcaste,pre-marital sexandsuicide,maritaldis-
cordandothertrickysubjects.But itwasalldoneinthedistinctivestyleof amanwhocele-
bratedlifeinall itshues, layeredwiththesongsstillhummed.That’swhat’scalledtimeless.

An agenda for a G-12

Sanjaya Baru

Itmustincluderespectforhumanrights,adherenceto
international law,multilateralismintradeandsecurity

THE LOUD THINKING by United States
PresidentDonaldTrumpontheneedtoen-
large the membership of the Group of
Seven (G-7), the club of “free market
democracies”, is only the most recent of
many such initiatives aimed at making an
anachronismrelevant toachangingworld.
Formed in 1976, the G-7 no longer domi-
natetheglobaleconomyastheydidat their
founding. It was the French who first flew
the kite of membership expansion when
they invited heads of government of sev-
eral“emergingeconomies” forameetingof
thegroupatÉvian-les-Bains,France, in June
2003. The G-7 became the G-8 in 1997
when Russia was invited to join. In 2014,
Russia was debarred after it took over
Crimea.
After2003,G-8hostcountriesbeganor-

ganisingameetingonthesidelinesof their
summits with a select group of five or six
developingcountries. IndiaandChinawere
invited to all those summits. President
Trump has, however, gone a step further.
Rather than invite “guests” to a G-7 sum-
mit,hehassuggestedexpandingtheG-7to
aG-10orG-11.Trumphascomeupwithan
interestinglistofnewmembers—Australia,
India, South Korea and, possibly, Russia.
Trump's pragmatism in including Russia
shouldbewelcomed.Theadvantageofget-
ting Russia in is that the group would not
beviewedmerelyasananti-Chinagang-up
but, in fact,asaclubof “freemarketdemoc-
racies”.Thegroupcouldeasilybemadethe
G-12withthe inclusionof Indonesia—one
of thefewdemocraticnations intheIslamic
world.
Trump’s motivation in expanding the

G-7 to include IndiaandRussiawhilekeep-
ingChinaoutistransparent. IfkeepingChina
outwasnottheintention,theG-7couldeas-
ilyhavedissolvedthemselvesandrevitalised
thepresentlyinertG-20.Thereare,ofcourse,
goodreasonswhyXiJinping'sChinarequires
tobeputonnoticeforitsvariousactsofomis-
sion and commission anddisrespect for in-
ternationallaw.However,discipliningChina
is one thing, isolating it quite another. If the

newgroupisviewedasyetanotherarrowin
theChinacontainmentquiveritwouldplace
Indiaandmostothermembersof thegroup
inaspot.EveryonewantsChinadisciplined,
fewwould like to be seen seeking its isola-
tion. Asia needs a law-abiding China, not a
sullenChina.
EvenJapanandAustralia,whichhavese-

riousconcernsaboutChina'sbehaviour,may
notlikethenewgrouptobeviewedpurelyas
ananti-Chinagang-up.Thatmaywellbethe
casewithSouthKoreatoo.Indeed,evenIndia
should tread cautiously. It hasmore issues
with China thanmost others in the group,
spanning across economic andnational se-
curity issues and yet it should seek a disci-
plinedChina,notan isolatedone.
What this means is that the proposed

new group should define its agenda in
termsthatwouldencourageChinatoreturn
to the pre-Xi era of global good behaviour.
The G-7 came into being in themid-1970s
against the background of shocks to the
global financialandenergymarkets.TheG-
12wouldcomeintobeingagainst theback-
ground of a global economic crisis and the
disruption to global trade caused both by
protectionism and a pandemic. The two
items on the next summit agenda would
havetobetheglobalresponsetotheCOVID-
19 pandemic, the rising tide of protection-
ism andmercantilism and the global eco-
nomic slowdown.Thesummitwill have to
comeforwardwithsomeinternationaldos
anddon’ts todealwiththechallengeposed
by these disruptions.
These new rules of international con-

ductwouldhavetoapplytobothChinaand
theUS. TheG-12—and I do think itwould
make sense to include Indonesia — have a
shared interest inensuringthatbothChina
and the US respect international law and
desist from unilateralism in dealing with
neighbours and global challenges. To be
abletoalterChina'sbehaviourwithout iso-
lating it, the G-12will have to widen their
agenda,gobeyondthepurelyeconomic is-
suesthat theG-7originally focusedon,and
includeclimatechange,healthcareandhu-

man rights.
Inidentifyingthemselvesas“freemarket

democracies” the G-12must issue a new
charter of respect for human rights, adher-
ence to international law andmultilateral-
ism in trade and security. This is easier said
thandone. PresidentTrumpwill have to re-
assurethegroup'smembersthathehastheir
combined interests at heart in proposing a
newgroup and has an imagination beyond
just an “America First” policy. Even as the
world is increasingly wary of an assertive
China and of Xi Jinping's China Dream and
his versionof a “China First” policy, it is also
wary of Trump's unilateralism on many
fronts.
WhilemanycountriesshareTrump'sdis-

pleasurewith China for itsmanipulation of
theWorld Health Organisation, many of
themareequallyunhappywiththemanner
in which the Trump administration has
treatedtheWorldTradeOrganisation.AG-12
cannotignoresuchpartisanbehaviourbyei-
ther theUSorChina. If Trumpdoes issuean
invitationtothethreeorfournewmembers
tojointhenewgroup,theyshouldseekclar-
ityonthetermsofmembership.Russia'sex-
perience,ofbeinginvitedandthendisinvited
and now being considered for being re-in-
vitedshouldbeasalutarymessagetoalloth-
ers invitees.
President Trump is not doing India a

favour bywanting to invite it into the new
group. As the world's largest free market
democracy India deserves to be amember
of not just a G-12 but of even a new G-7.
India'spoliticalandeconomiccredentialsare
certainly stronger than those of Canada,
Britain and Italy. Indeed, Russia, Australia,
SouthKoreaandevenIndonesiamayregard
themselves as natural choices formember-
ship of an expanded G-7. In other words,
Trump is not doing the newmembers a
favour.Heis, liketheFrenchbeforehim,only
coming to termswith the reality of a new
worldorder.

Thewriter isapolicyanalystand former
mediaadvisor toPrimeMinisterof India

While many countries share
Trump's displeasure with
China for its manipulation
of the World Health
Organisation, many of them
are equally unhappy with the
manner in which the Trump
administration has treated
the World Trade
Organisation. A G-12 cannot
ignore such partisan
behaviour by either the US
or China. If Trump does
issue an invitation to the
three or four new members
to join the new group, they
should seek clarity on the
terms of membership.
Russia's experience, of being
invited and then disinvited
and now being considered
for being re-invited should
be a salutary message to all
others invitees.
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Tolerance is just one of the things about
elephantswhichmakes one realise they

are big in moreways than one. — J H WILLIAMSTHEEDITORIALPAGE

RamaBijapurkar

NAMES AND LABELS
‘Migrant’ hasbecomea label thatdeclares someoneaperpetualoutsider

BEFORETHECOVID-19pandemic,“migrant”
and “migration”were emotionally-neutral
words used to describe Indians who have
moved their residence fromonepart of the
country to another, temporarily or perma-
nently. Now,with due respect to themedia
andtothewisepeoplewhospeakonbehalf
of them,theword“migrant”hasacquiredan
emotional charge, value judgementandso-
cial stereotyping, and a new slice of society
called“themigrants”hasbeenconsecrated.
“Themigrants” is now shorthand for a

people who are poor, homeless, hungry,
neglected by the states and Centre, usually
fromtwoor threeof thepoorest statesand,
most of all, who do not qualify for belong-
ing to the city where they work. No one
thinks of software folkswhocome fromall
over the country to the electronic city in
Bengaluru in search of work as migrants,
even though they too qualify for the “mi-
grant” label. By theway,whatdowecall an
upper-class personwho visits parents and
siblingsinAndhraPradeshforafewmonths
of theyear, livesmostly inMaharashtraand
goes toGujarat forwork at certain times of
theyear?That’sme,butnoonehasreferred
tomeas “oneof themigrants”.
Intoday’scontext,“migrant”hasbecome

a label that declares someone as a perpet-
ual outsider, despite having crossed no na-
tionalboundaries,anddespite Indianshav-
ing the right to live wherever they want

withoutanyneedforanypermissionorreg-
istration. The government of Kerala, in a
move much lauded by many, has called
them“guestworkers”.Guestsarethosewho
cometomyhouseandwill stayorgoatmy
pleasure and enjoy privileges based onmy
levelsofhospitality.HowcananIndianstate
government classify Indians from other
states asguests?
Someof usmayremember theugliness

of the 1960s and ’70s when the Shiv Sena
said that South Indians didn’t belong in
Maharashtra.Withournew,thoughtlessuse
of thecollectivenoun,“themigrants”, tode-
scribe people who leaveMumbai —when
introuble—toreturntotheir immediateor
extended families, we are rekindling that
same flame again: The risky “insider-out-
sider”narrative for Indianswithin India.
Of course, many of us have a “home

state”. It defines, often not always,my eth-
nicandcultural identity(notthesameasmy
national identity), what I eat, what my
mother tongue is, how I drapemy sari, my
religiousandsocialcustoms.But itdoesnot
definemy limitsof belonging toanypartof
the country I choose.
Thecreationofanewclasscalledthemi-

grantsmakesus forget that theyarepeople
and all rules that apply to people, apply to
them as well. Many ask, “Why are the
migrants leaving?Why can’t they be per-
suaded to stay? Surely, they would stay if

foodwas actually being provided?” and so
on. The fact is, they are going to their other
home for pretty much the same reason
many upper-class kids are back from their
collegesabroadtobewiththeir families,or,
why company executives may choose to
relocate to theirparents’homes if they lose
their jobs inMumbai or Delhi and find the
rents prohibitive. Because life at the other
homemaybesaferandbetter than inacity
where work has dried up, the living
conditions are abysmal, and the risk of
dyinghigh.
So let’s replace the label starting now.

“Casual-wage-labour” or “multi-state resi-
dents”wouldbealessdangerous,morespe-
cific label — a category, rather than a class
orcaste.Diasporaisabettercollectivenoun
thanmigrants.
But Hindi serves the purpose somuch

better— shramikmeansworkers, labouror
“theworking class”.While this categorisa-
tion does signal socioeconomic-occupa-
tional hierarchy, it doesn’t signal “insider-
outsider”. If we must use the migration
word,“pravasi” isbetter: Ithasbeeninfused
with dignity and glory thanks to “pravasi
bharatiya divas”. Or, even OCI (other state
citizenof India)will do.

Bijapurkar is theauthorofWeAreLikeThat
OnlyandANever-beforeWorld: Tracking

theevolutionof Consumer India

Some of us may remember
the ugliness of the 1960s and
’70s when the Shiv Sena said
that South Indians didn’t
belong in Maharashtra. With
our new, thoughtless use of
the collective noun, ‘the
migrants’, to describe people
who leave Mumbai — when
in trouble — to return to
their immediate or extended
families, we are rekindling
that same flame again: The
risky ‘insider-outsider’
narrative for Indians within
India.

CASE AGAINST CHARAN
MRDHAWAN,fatherofRKDhawan,special
assistant to PrimeMinister Indira Gandhi,
hasfiledacriminalcomplaintagainstthefor-
merprimeministerCharanSinghandseven
others alleging that they were party to a
criminal conspiracy towrongfully confine
him for three days in a false case relating to
the collection of funds for the Congress (I).
MetropolitanmagistrateVBGuptafixedJuly
5 for recording Dhawan’s statement. In his
complaint,Dhawanadded that theaccused
entered into a conspiracy inAugust 1977 to
register a false case against him. The com-
plaint added that the Dhawans' housewas
gheraoed and searched, and he and his son

werearrested.

TARAPUR FUEL
US PRESIDENT JIMMYCarter is again vacil-
latinginAmerica'sobligationstosupplyfuel
for Tarapur. Fresh excuses are being trotted
outtodelayadecision,amongthemthenew
Indo-Sovietarmsdeal.WhiteHouseandState
Department aides told The New York Times
that the Carter administration is reviewing
thepositionandexaminingthepossibilityof
cuttingthesizeoftheshipmentsorpostpon-
ing action until 1981. One official, while re-
porting that he still expected Carter to go
ahead eventuallywith the shipments, said
that the administration agreedwithmem-

bersofCongresswhowantedtodefer to the
President'sactionuntilafterclosedhearings
on the issue by the senate foreign relations
committeeandpossiblyotherpanels.

INDO-SOVIET TALKS
INDIA AND THE Soviet Union seemed to
have narrowed the gap between their re-
spectivepositionsontheAfghanistan issue.
This indication came during a return lunch
given by the external affairs minister,
Narasimha Rao, in honour of Soviet foreign
ministerAndreiGromyko.Incontrasttoyes-
terday's somewhat rigidattitudeof the two
sides, theyappearedtohavemadeprogress
inunderstandingeachothers' viewpoint.

JUNE 5, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
Even amid the tear gas, the rubber bullets, the sirens, the fires, the standoffs, the
looting, the “vicious dogs” and “ominous weapons,” the best of America has
been visible. — THEWASHINGTONPOSTTHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Some people are talking
about turning disaster into
opportunity, but I believe
that in times of disaster,
sensitivity and sincerity
serve the needed. This is why
even though Chhattisgarh
has crossed the 100-cases
mark vis a vis COVID-19,
our recovery rate stands at
70 to 90 per cent. There is no
doubt that with limited
resources, the state has
found it exceedingly difficult
to fight the COVID
challenge. The PM-Cares
Fund has received more
donations by attracting CSR
funds, and a crisis has been
created for the state. Despite
this, Chhattisgarh is fighting
for both economic revival
and against COVID-19 with
unparalleled determination.

Cash transfers, not loans Law on locusts
ImagineCOVID-19 informationbeing

disseminatedthroughthebeatingofdrums
rather thanAarogyaSetu

ACRIDMEANSPUNGENTor bitter, and lo-
custsleaveabittertasteinthemouth.Imean
metaphorically,becauseof thedevastation
theycause.Ihavenoideawhatalocusttastes
like. Acrida is a genus of grasshoppers.
FollowingCarlLinnaeus,alllivingorganism
haveLatinnames.Butacridandacridahave
different etymological roots — via Latin,
acrida owes its origin toGreek andmeans
locust.That’sthesenseinwhichitisused(in
Greek)intheBible(Matthew3.4,Mark1.6),
where there isa reference toeating locusts
andwildhoney.Indeed,locustsareefficient
sourcesoffood,farmorethanmeat,butob-
viously not when swarms have been
sprayedwithharmfulchemicals.
TherewasaFamineInquiryCommission

(Woodhead Commission) in 1945which
said,“asaninstanceof thepossibilityof the
controlofapestoveravastarea,theeffective
controlof thedesert locust,duringitspres-
entcycle,maybementioned…Thiswarfare
against the locust has been conducted by
suchsimplemeansastrenchingandpoison-
baiting.” Naturally, we have bettermeans
now.ThatWoodheadCommissionledtothe
establishment of Directorate of Plant
ProtectionQuarantineandStorage(in1946).
ThissubsumedtheformerLocustWarning
Organisation,establishedin1939.
Asshouldbeobvious,therearedifferent

types of locusts. The indigenous Bombay
Locustishardlyofconcernnow.Ithasbeen
relativelybenignsince1908(therewasami-
norswarmin1927).Ourconcern,andthatof
severalcountries, is theDesertLocust,dur-
ing its swarmingphase. A smallish swarm
is an outbreak.When an outbreak is up-
scaled,itbecomesanupsurge.Whenanup-
surge is upscaled further, it becomes a
plague.Wehad the last plague in 1959-62
and the last upsurge in 1997. Severity de-
pends on the number of swarms. For in-
stance, the 1997 upsurge had only four
swarms.The1968upsurgehad167swarms
andthe1993upsurgehad172swarms.
The Food andAgricultureOrganisation

(FAO) has aDesert Locust bulletin andour
Directorate alsohas a locust bulletin. From
neithercouldImakeouthowmanyswarms
wehavenow.It’saprematurequestion.Ina
non-flyingstage,locustsarehoppers.When
hoppersmovetogether, theyareknownas
a group.When adultsmove together, they
are known as a band. The bands become
largerandbecomeswarms.Atanyonepoint
in time,wehave individual hoppers, indi-
vidual adults, groups, bands and swarms.
Hence,wedon’t knowhowmany swarms
therewill be eventually. But as of now,we
don’thaveaplague.Wedohaveanupsurge.
TheDirectorateadministersstatuteslike

theDestructiveInsectsandPestsAct(1914),
its 1992 amendment, and the Insecticides
Act(1968),neitherofwhichisspecifictolo-

custs.Forlocustsspecifically,oneshouldlook
towards theEastPunjabAgriculturalPests,
Diseases andNoxiousWeeds Act (1949),
whichisalsoapplicable inDelhi.Whenthe
CentreforCivilSocietyidentifiedDelhilaws
forrepeal,thisfiguredinthelist,buthasnot
beenrepealed.Section4(1)(2)ofthisstatute
mentionslocusts,asectioninsertedin1951:
“Notwithstanding anything contained in
this Act, in the event of any area being in-
vaded,orindangerofaninvasion,bylocusts,
the Collector of the district or other officer
authorised by him in this behalf may call
uponanymalepersonnotbelowtheageof
14yearsresidentinthedistricttorenderall
possible assistance in carryingoutpreven-
tive or remedialmeasures and in the de-
struction of locusts…It shall not be neces-
sary tonotify everyperson individually for
his services, and aproclamationbybeat of
drumorothercustomarymodes inthevil-
lage or locality shall be deemed sufficient
noticetoallaffectedpersonsresidinginthat
villageorlocality.”ImagineCOVID-19infor-
mation being disseminated through the
beatingofdrumsratherthanAarogyaSetu.
The Punjab (as it thenwas) Legislative

Assembly proceedings from1951 explain
why that amendmentwas introduced in
1951 (initially through an ordinance). In
January 1951, Hissar, Gurgaon, Karnal,
Ambala and Ludhianawere visited by lo-
custs,withthemeventuallysettlingdown
inHoshiarpur.Otherthanthegovernment
and the army, students and zamindars
werealsoropedinto fight locustsandthis
was formalised through that
ordinance/amendment. Like this year, lo-
custs travelled beyond the immediately
vulnerable areas in Rajasthan. Often, a
statutecannotberepealedinentirety,since
some sections remain relevant. For in-
stance, in recent years, Punjab may not
have invoked Section 4(1)(2) to fight lo-
custs, but has used other sections to con-
trolparthenium.Otherstateshavesimilar
legislation — Assam, Andhra, Telangana,
TamilNadu.However,thereisadifference.
Inthosecases, legislationdoesn’tdefinean
“insect pest” in thebodyof the legislation
but leaves it to the notification. That’s the
problemwith the East Punjab legislation
—itsunnecessaryspecificity,wherelocusts
andbeatingofdrumsarecodified.Thedif-
ference between a statute and rules/or-
ders/notificationsisn’tunderstood,amind-
set that is thebaneofother legislationtoo.
A statute is passed by the legislature,
rules/orders/notificationsareintheexecu-
tive’s domain, with information given to
the legislature.Anythingbuilt into legisla-
tion also has to be formally repealed— a
time-consumingprocess.Consequently,an
anachronismlikeSection4(1)(2)remains.
In2020,farmershavebeatendrumsand

utensils,usedDJ-sandburst firecrackers to
ward off locusts — in Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Punjab,Maharashtra,MadhyaPradeshand
UttarPradesh.Butthat’snotthesameasdis-
seminating information about locust inva-
sionsthroughthebeatingofdrums.Ihaven’t
foundanyinstanceofSection4(1)(2)being
invoked after 1951. The ordinance should
havelapsed.

Thewriter ischairman,EconomicAdvisory
Council tothePM.Viewsarepersonal.

COVID-19HASledtheworldeconomytothe
verge of a recession. Themeasures adopted
todealwiththecrisiswill takealongtimeto
fix the situation.Meanwhile, in different re-
gionsofIndia,theongoingprocessofmigrant
workers returning back home due to the
jammedwheelsof industries indicateapro-
longedstagnationofeconomicactivity.Inthis
context, the challenge is to look at theNyay
scheme announced by former Congress
PresidentRahulGandhiduringtheLokSabha
electionswitha freshperspective.
Itwouldnotbewrongtosaythatevenbe-

foretheeconomicdownturnandthespread
of COVID-19 in thecountry, socio-economic
lifewas ingreatdistress, and so, therewas a
needforabasicminimummonthly income.
This minimummonthly income not only
helps in times of illness and saves families
fromstarvation,butalsobringsmoneytothe
market and strengthens the economy indi-
rectly fromthegroundup.
TheCentrehasannouncedaneconomic

package of Rs 20 lakh crore for the entire
country, of which half has been used even
before it was announced andmuch of the
restwillbeprovidedtoentrepreneursinthe
formofdebt.Now, it isbeyondunderstand-
ing that amid the current lockdown situa-
tion, howdemandwill be generated and if
demand does not rise, howwill these new
loans inject life into the economy. In such
extreme situations, Rahul Gandhi’s Nyay
scheme is relevantwith itsgoalof “transfer
cash not loans”.Whether youwant to save
lives or the economy, cash transfers are the
best solution.
Chhattisgarhhasapovertyrateof39.9per

cent.Eightypercentofthestate'spopulation
is engaged in farming, and44per cent of its
areaiscoveredwithforests.Accordingtogov-
ernmentfigures, theirrigationcapacityis34
per cent, but the actual figures are less. Our
journeybeganonDecember17, 2018,when
people of the state rejected the former gov-
ernment—which had promised to double
farmers’incomes—andwithinjusttwohours
of our government being formed, farmers’
debtswerewaived.
The idea behind thismodelwas derived

fromthethoughtprocessoftheCongressdur-
ingUPA-1 andUPA2.Weunderstood at the
outset that the real entrepreneurs in our
economywereour farmers and tribal forest
producecollectors.Weannouncedthecom-
mencement of the Nyay Yojana in
Chhattisgarh,andforthepastone-and-a-half
years,thesupportpriceforthelargestcropin
thestate—paddy—wasraisedfromRs1,800
to Rs 2,500. Due to the liberal policy of our
government, 80.37 lakhmetric tonnes of
paddywascollectedfromfarmersattherate
of Rs 2,500 per quintal. This injected Rs
20,000 crore directly into farmers’ pockets,
an increaseof aboutRs8,000crore fromthe
supportpriceprevailingatthetime.Wehave
waived loansworthRs9,000crore for farm-
ers, andRs 244 croreworth of irrigation tax
was forgiven.Wedidthesamefor thetendu
patta collectors, whosewage rate was in-
creased fromRs 2,500 to Rs 4,000 per stan-
dardbag.
During the previous BJP government’s

tenure, only seven items of forest produce
werepurchasedatthesupportprice.Wede-
cided tobuy25 itemsat theminimumsup-
portprice. Inthisway,byincreasingthepur-
chasingpowerofcommonvillagers,farmers,
and tribals residing in the forests, wewere
successful in reducing theeffectsof theeco-
nomic slowdown in the state within one-
and-a-halfyears.In2019,whenwehadtobuy
paddy from farmers again, the Centre de-
clared that if wewill buy paddy from farm-
ers at a higher support price— that is, if we
providedabonustoourfarmers—thenitwill
not be purchased in the central pool.While
hurtingthefederalsystem,theeconomicin-
terests of our farmerswere given the short
shrift. At thatmoment,we used our discre-
tion,createdanewrecordofpurchasing82.70
lakhMT of paddy at the support price, and
decided that our farmerswon't have to face
anyharmatanycost.
The announcement regarding the Rajiv

GandhiKisanNyaySchemewasmadeinthe
state's2020-21budget.Theschemeisbeing
implemented fromMay 21, the day of the
martyrdomof former PrimeMinister Rajiv
Gandhi.
Not just the purchase of paddy, but a

“grant-in-aid”will be provided for a total of
14 items, includingmaize and sugarcane. A
comprehensive scheme of “grant-in-aid” of
Rs5,700crorehasbeenpreparedwhichwill
benefitabout19lakhfarmers.Ofthis,Rs1,500
crore is being disbursed in the first phase to
farmersforpaddy,maizeandsugarcane.The
processbeganonMay21.
I strongly believe that we have turned

challengesintoopportunitiesinChhattisgarh.
Some people are talking about turning the
disasterintoanopportunity,butIbelievethat
in timesof disaster,what is needed is sensi-
tivity andsincerity. This iswhyeven though
Chhattisgarhhascrossedthe100-casesmark
vis a vis COVID-19, our recovery rate stands
at 70 to 90 per cent. There is no doubt that
withlimitedresources,thestatehasfoundit
exceedinglydifficulttofighttheCOVIDchal-
lenge.ThePM-CaresFundhasreceivedmore
donationsbyattractingCSRfunds,andacri-
sishasbeencreatedforthestate.Despitethis,
Chhattisgarh is fighting for both— an eco-
nomic revival and theCOVID-19battlewith
unparalleleddetermination.Ibelievethatthe

morecashwetransferintothebankaccounts
of farmers,villagers,thepoorandtribals,un-
dertheideologyoftheNyayScheme,ourru-
ralbasewillbestrengthened.
All the nations of theworld affected by

COVID-19 are following this path of recov-
ery. Unfortunately, the Centre’s package is
debt-based and is not helping reduce the
challengesof thestates.Thereisnoneedfor
dramatic announcements. Direct bank
transfers shouldbemade into theaccounts
of farmers, labourers, villagers, tribals,
women and the deprived sections of soci-
ety, who have talent and passion, but lack
economic resources.We have tried to con-
nectoursocietywithitsoldculturalandide-
ologicalheritage.Withthisaiminmind,the
scheme of “Narva (traditional water re-
sources), Garwa (livestock), Ghurwa (or-
ganicmanure),andBari (industry)”conser-
vation was created for the promotion and
revival of rural livelihoods.
Anenvironmentof communalharmony

hasalsobecomeanimportantcomponentin
theeconomicdevelopmentof thestate. The
Chhattisgarhmodel is inspired by the true
ideology of the Congress. With the Rajiv
GandhiKisanNyayYojna,oursocialandeco-
nomic culturehas foundanewbasis,which
is not a statement, but is action-oriented. At
atimeofacrisis,whenvariousmodelsofde-
velopmenthavefailedthroughoutthecoun-
try and theworld, the Chhattisgarhmodel
sets an example for thenation. This scheme
will help ourmigrantworkers returning to
theirvillagestogetsupporttostarttheirlives
afresh throughamajor contribution toagri-
cultureandforestproduce.
CongresspresidentSoniaGandhihasin-

structedustotaketheinitiativetoprovidea
minimumfixedincometolandlessagricul-
tural labourers as well. On the day of the
martyrdomofRajivGandhi,wedecidedthat
the Landless Agricultural Labour NYAY
Yojanamust be implemented at the earli-
est.Forthis,ahigh-levelcommitteeheaded
bythechiefsecretaryhasbeenaskedtosub-
mitareport intwomonths.Webelievethat
this initiativewill play abig role in the eco-
nomic-social rehabilitation of COVID-af-
fectedpeople in the state.

Thewriter isChiefMinisterofChhattisgarh

LOOK BEYOND

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A back-
ward turn’ (IE, June 4). Becoming “at-
manirbhar”isagoodwayof lifeconsid-
ering the boost to the local economy
andmoredomesticincome.Butisitfea-
sible in a world where Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakamhas alreadybecome the
norm?Intheeraofglobalisation, long-
term global economic prosperity can-
notcomethroughclosedborders.

DivyaSingla,Patiala, Punjab

A BAD FEELING
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Theslow-
down’ (IE,June 3).Moody’s,whichwas
supportingtheframeofIndia’seconomic
estimates till November 2017has now
downgradeditsratings.Thereasonisnot
just the lockdown impact but also the
pre-pandemic slowdown. The height-
eningtrustdeficitbetweeninvestorsand
the government ismore relevant than
the fiscal deficit. Thegovernmentmust
address these negative sentiments to
boostprivateinvestmentandtoendthe
economy’sdownwardtrajectory.

AnuTiwari,Agra

WARNING SIGNS
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial‘MGNERGA
inneed’ (IE, June4). A recent editionof
theEconomicSurveyobservedthat the
rural employment guarantee scheme,
MGNREGA, offers an early indicator of
rural distress. Using thatmeasure, it’s
clear that rural India is in trouble. Non-
farmsources of incomehavebeenbat-

tered, suggestingMGNREGAwill be in
greater demand this year tomitigate
hardship. Therefore, it’s essential that
thisschemefunctionssmoothly.Oneas-
pectwhichwillneedcarefulattentionis
theobstacletoitsfunctioningonaccount
ofadministrativerationing.

SanjayChopra,Mohali

AMERICANA
THIS REFERS to the editorial, ‘I can't
breathe’ (IE, June 3). A constitution is
what shapes a country. In the US, the
constitution presents a contradiction.
Whileitenshrinesliberty,equalityand
ruleof law, it also—in itsorigins—has
a racially graded notion of citizenship.
The story of American equality and
democracy turns out to be the story of
racial classificationaswell.

AishikSinha,Kolkata

LETTER TO THEEDITOR

MANANKUMARMISHRAisamanonamis-
sion, if his past andpresent conduct andut-
terancesareanythingtogoby.Unfortunately,
thepositionhepresentlyholds,ChairmanBar
Council of India, (BCI), gives his pronounce-
ments the semblance of authority, emanat-
ingfromhisoffice.He,therefore,presumeshe
canportray to thepublic thatheand theBCI
speakonbehalfoftheentirelegalprofession.
Nothingis furtherfromthetruth.
TheBCIisastatutorybodyconstitutedun-

der the Advocates Act,1961. It haswell-de-
fined,limitedjurisdiction,whichitlegallycan-
not transgress. Each state also has its Bar
Council,withlimitedjurisdiction.
ThepressreleaseissuedbyMishraonMay

30 on behalf of the BCI constitutes a clear
transgressionofitsjurisdiction.Itisanunwar-
rantedassaultontheindependenceofthele-
galprofession,asalsoanillegalattempttoin-
terferewith the fundamental right of free
speech, thoughtandexpression, guaranteed
underArticle19(1)(a)oftheConstitution.Itis
alsoanindirectattackonthepress,onNGOs,
activists and socialworkers,whowere con-
strained to repeatedly bring to the attention
of theSupremeCourtthehorrifyingplightof
millionsofmigrants.
The press release beginswith leaping to

the defence of the SupremeCourt. It attacks

senioradvocatesandformerjudgesforacon-
spiracytoweakentheCourtandbrowbeatit.
It incorrectly opines that this “concerted at-
tackbysomedisgruntledmembersoftheBar
andsomeunhappyanddisappointedformer
judges” isunprecedented. It seemsoblivious
ofthesustainedandwitheringattacksonthe
Supreme Court during, and even after the
Emergency.
This initial outburst is followed by rank

abuse.Onewouldhavethoughtthatthepres-
identof theBCIwouldrefrain fromsuchlan-
guage, particularlywhenwhat he attacks is
fundamentaltoastrongandindependentBar,
namely, the right to dissent and the right to
criticise.Infact,therighttothink,andtranslate
thosethoughtsintowordsandactions—what
anArticleof ourConstitutionrecognisesasa
fundamental right, that of “freedom of
speech”.
The insulting words the press release

usesaredefined in the followingmanner in
theConciseOxfordDictionary,“disgruntled”
means “discontented” and discontented
means “dissatisfied”. The Cassell Concise
Dictionary further defines “disgruntled” as
“annoyed,disappointed”.So,byusing itasa
pejorativeagainstretiredjudges,lawyersand
others,thepressreleasehasproclaimedthat
“the Bar”Mishra represents does notwant

lawyers to be dissatisfied, disappointed or
annoyed, nomatter what the provocation,
nomatterwhatthejustifiablereasonforbe-
ingannoyed,dissatisfiedordiscontented. In
short,hispreferredBarisofunthinking,mute
ants or bees, busily working away at their
anthill or beehive. Thankfully, he is not go-
ing toget it.
Misleadingly,thepressreleasepaintsapic-

tureofaproactiveSupremeCourthavingim-
mediatelygonetotherescueofthemillionsof
migrantswhowere in the throesof dyingas
theywalked home.We all knowwhat the
facts are, andwhy somany throughout the
countrywere annoyed, dissatisfied anddis-
contentedwiththeSupremeCourt’sinaction.
Itwasonlybecauseoftheconcertedeffortsof
thesepersonsandgroups,thattheconscience
oftheSupremeCourtwasadequatelyroused
topassorders,howsoeverbelatedly.
Toabuse, berate, and threaten theseper-

sons,whichiswhatthepressreleasedoes,de-
means the BCI, and is an obvious attempt to
curry favourwith the powers that be, not to
mentiontheSupremeCourt.Surely,thisisnot
the remit of the BCI. And I askmyself: Does
theSupremeCourtneedtobeprotectedwith
theswordofMishra?Iwouldliketothinknot.
Rather,wellmay it echoVoltaire: “MayGod
defendmefrommyfriends;Icandefendmy-

self frommyenemies.”
If anyonebelievesthatattemptstobrow-

beat the few courageous retired judges, the
innumerable lawyers, the press and others
(who took up the cause of themigrants) so
thattheyforsaketheirrighttocomment,crit-
iciseandprotest,whether itbeover thegov-
ernment’smismanagementandcallousdis-
regard formillions of poormigrants or the
SupremeCourt’s inaction, or the conduct of
BCIitself,theyaresadlymistaken.Thesepeo-
ple are not going to be deterred bypress re-
leases!
Letme also clearly say that except in the

worldofAliceinWonderland,theBCIdoesnot
speakfor the legalprofession inthiscountry.
Nothingelseexplainsthegrandiloquentcom-
ment:“Bartotallydisapprovesanddeprecates
suchact.”
Butthequestionremains:Isthiswhatthe

legalprofessionwants? Is thiswhat thepro-
fession should tolerate? Or rather, should
Mishranotbetold,inthememorablewordsof
Oliver Cromwell, when he dismissed the
RumpParliament in1653: “Youhave sat too
longhereforanygoodthatyouhavebeendo-
ing. Depart, I say, and let us have donewith
you. InthenameofGod,go!”

Thewriter isasenioradvocate

Asitragesagainstcourt’scritics,BarCouncildoesnotspeakforlegalprofession

The freedom to criticise
Navroz Seervai
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SSIITTUUAATTIIOONNVVAACCAANNTT

II,,CChhhhoottee Sah,S/o LalooPrasad
Shastri R/o-ShivHanuman-
Mandir,Mohammadpur
Village, New-Delhi-
110066.have changedmy
name toKrishanKumar
Shastri. 0040538717-3

II,,BBhhoollaaMahto,S/oSitaRam
Mahto&BholaMahto,S/oSR
MahtoR/o-73, G/F,DDA-Flats
Shivaji-Enclave-Extn, New-
Delhi-110027,bothare same
person. 0040538717-1

II,,Shiv Shankar Sharmasonof
Shri KanchhidPrasadSharma
Resident ofG-37, G-Block,
GreenAvenue, VikasNagar,
UttamNagar, NewDelhi-
110059 have changedmyname
fromShiv Shankar Sharma to
AnshSharma for all intents&
Purposes. Inform that Shiv
Shankar Sharma&Ansh
Sharmabothareone&same
PersonName. 0040538683-1

II,,Shalini PanwarD/oVirender
SinghR/o-A-342A/5, A-Block,
SouthGanesh-Nagar, East
Delhi-110092,have changed
myname toShalini
Permanently. 0040538717-4

II,,SauravChauhanS/o
ShatrughanChauhan, R/o
81/A, Gali.No.1,Bihari Colony,
Shahdara, Delhi-110032, have
changedmyname toSourav
Chauhan. 0040538717-11

II,,MonoraBegam,W/oUsman
Ali R/o.H.No.851, Pocket-04,
Sector-A/06, Narela, Delhi-
110040,have changedmy
name,fromMonoraBegumto
MonoraBegam,for all,future
purposes. 0040538717-5

II,,ManshaPant, D/o-Shri
SanjeevKumarPantR/o
H.No.B-207,F-1, Ramprastha
Colony, Chander nagar,
Ghaziabad,Uttar Pradesh-
201011,haveaddedmy father’s
nameShri SanjeevKumarPant
in placeof Shri SanjeevPant
and shall be knownasShri
SanjeevKumarPant asper
Affidavit dated 30.05.2020
swornbeforeNotary. That
SanjeevPant andSanjeev
KumarPant are oneand the
sameperson. 0040538717-10

II,,Manoj Kumar S/oHarbansLal,
R/oB- 160, SubhadraColony,
Sarai Rohilla, Delhi- 35 have
changedmyname toManoj
Kumar sachdeva
permanently. 0040538692-1

II,,Havechangedmyname from
ArvindPandit toRinkooBhat
S/o Late.Sh. Girdhari Lal Bhat
R/o-H.No.1171, Sector-4-B,
(ShivGangaAppt.)
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad, (U.P)
forever, for all purposes.

0040538700-1

II,,ChandanSinghKushwaha
SS/NizamuddinN.Rly.,S/o
Sh.GangaRamKushwahaR/o-
D-134,Street-4 Saurabh-Vihar
BadarpurNew-Delhi-
110044,declare thatmyname
inmyservice-records is
mentionedasChandanSingh.
I ,hereby confirm thatmy
name tobe correctedas
ChandanSinghKushwaha.

0040538717-6

II,,ASHADESWAL,W/ONO-JC-
733647ANBSUB JITENDER
KUMAR,R/O-VPO-AJAIB, TEH-
MEHAM,DISTT-ROHTAK,
(HARYANA)-124111,have
changedmyname,fromASHA
DESWAL toASHA,for all,future
purpose. 0040538717-9

IIVikasS/O, Shamsher Singh
R/oHouseNo -129, VillageAnd
PostOffice-Hassanpur, Tauru,
MewatHaryanahave changed
myname toVikas Sehrawat
for all purposes. 040538656-1

II,,Shakeela ShahW/O-Shakeel
ShahR/O-J-29 Lal KuanPrem-
NagarM.B.RoadDelhi-110044,
Changedmyname toShakila
Shah. 0040538717-2

IIVaibhavS/o-AjayBansal R/o-
A-17, Gali-No.1, SanjayNagar,
Sector-2, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changedmyname to
YashBansal for all purposes.

0040538665-1

IIShaguftaNahid,wife of
MohammadParwez.R/O
Chandwara,Muzaffarpur.
Bihar.842001. have changed
myname fromShaguftaNabid
to ShaguftaNahid for all future
purposes. 0040538675-1

IISangeetaSharmaD/o
RajeshwarPrasadR/oP208,
JalvayuVihar, Sector-21,
Noidahave changedmyname
toSangeeta. 0040538672-1

IIDharamvir S/oShri Durga
PrasadR/o 713/8, Gali No. 5,
Punjabi Basti,MilitaryRoad,
AnandParbatNewDelhi-
110005do submit that I have
changedmySonnamehas
been fromSanchit Prasad to
Sanchit Kumar for all
purposes. 0040538623-1

II,,SSUUMMAANNDDEEEEPPKAURW/O-NO-
4484989WL/NKROBINSINGH
R/O-VPO-MOHLAN, TEH-
MALOUT,DISTT-MUKTASAR,
PUNJAB-151210,inmy
husband’s service-recordmy
date-of-birth hasbeen
wrongly-mentionedas-
01/03/1991 insteadof-
01/03/1990. 0040538717-8

II,,SSMMTT SUREKHASAHADEV
HIRATTIW/O-NO-3206139A
L/NKHANAMANTH
VYAPARAKI R/O-VPO-
TUKKANATTI, TEH-
GOKAK,DISTT-BELGAUM,
KARNATAKA-591224,have
changedmyname,fromSMT
SUREKHASAHADEVHIRATTI to
SMTSUREKHAHANAMANTH
VYAPARAKI,for all,future
purposes. 0040538717-7

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

BBiiooddiieesseell Expert PlantHead for
plant using tallow, acid oil,
fatty acid andglycerol refining
20TPDcap required inPB. Email
ss31031993@gmail.com

0050165137-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to general public at large that my
clients 1). Angoori Devi W/o. Late Shri Nunat
Ram, 2). Raghuveer Singh S/o. Late Shri
Nunat Ram, 3) Shashi W/o. Raghuveer Singh,
all are R/o. G-23/24, Nand Ram Park, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi 110059, have severed,
disengaged, cut off, renounce, expelled and
debarred/disowned all their relations with their
son/brother namely Lalit Kumar s/o. Late Shri
Nunat Ram and daughter-in-law/sister in law
namely Babita Rani D/o. Govind Babu,
grandson/nephew Vivaan Kumar from their life
and from all moveable and immoveable
properties as both are disobedient,
disrespectful, quarrelsome and also
harass/torture physically and mentally to my
clients without any rhyme & reason since their
marriage 09.05.2016 and both are residing
separately. My clients shall have no concern,
whatsoever with above named. Any person
dealing with them, shall do so on his/her own
risk, consequences and responsibilities and my
clients shall not in any manner be liable for any
conducts, acts and deeds of the above named.

Sanjay Kumar (Solicitor & Advocate)
Ch. No-315, Lawyers Block,

Saket District Court Complex,
New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to the public at large that my
clients Smt. Sunita and Sh. Shyam Babu
S/o Sh. Ram Phal R/o F-2/15, Phase-1,
Budh Vihar, Sultan Puri, Delhi- 110086
declares that they have disowned and
debarred their son Praveen and his wife
Smt. Kamini both residents of F-2/15,
Phase-1, Budh Vihar, Sultan Puri, Delhi-
110086 from all their moveable and
immoveable assets and ceased all
relations with them with immediate effect
due to their daily bellicose behavior
towards both of us and if anyone deals with
them in future, shall do at his own risk and
cost and my clients shall not be responsible
for the same in any manner, whatsoever.

Sd/- Shiv Ram Sharma (Advocate)
Ch. No. 531, IInd Floor Western Wing

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

Bhakti Vardhan Singh
Advocate-On-Record
69, Lawyers’ Chamber

Supreme Court of India,
New Delhi-110001, M-+91 9818249711

It is also informed that NCPL has no right
to sell/mortgage/transfer or create any
kind of lien and any transaction entered
by NCPL in respect of said property shall
be null and void.

Public is informed that Mrs. Lakshmi
Venkatraman R/O C-16, Third Floor,
Pamposh Enclave, Greater Kailash-I,
New Delhi is the absolute owner of the
property bearing No. 20A, Road F-1,
DLF Qutab Enclave Complex Village
Cha kkar pur , DLF Phase-I , Gurgaon
(Haryana). The Collaboration Agreement
dated 21.5.2019 between Mrs. Lakshmi
Venkatraman and M/S Navgrow Cons-
truction Private Limited (NCPL) Through
Its Director Mr. Sandeep Singh Dhunna
C-67, Second Floor, Soami Nagar North,
New Delhi for the re-development of the
said property and another Agreement
dated 20.12.2019, which was induced
by misrepresentation by NCPL has been
terminated and Special Power of Attorney
(SPA) dated 27.7.2019 and another SPA
dated 20.12.2019 executed in favour of
NCPL has been revoked. NCPL has also
abandoned the property and possession
of the same has been taken over by Mrs.
Lakshmi Venkatraman. It is informed that
NCPL Through Its Directors or any other
person is not entitled to deal with and/or
dispose off and/or part with the said pro-
perty or any part thereof. However, inspite
of this notice, if anybody deals with NCPL
its Director or anybody else with regard
to the said property, he/she shall do so
at own peril and such transaction shall
not be lawful or valid transaction and the
person will not get any right, title or interest
in the said property or any part thereof.

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that my client KANCHAN
THUKRAL WIFE OF SH. ANIL KUMAR
THUKRAL RESIDENT OF I-54, ASHOK VIHAR,
PHASE-I, DELHI-110052 owner of SHOP NO. 11
GROUND FLOOR, BLOCK-J, AHSOK VIHAR,
PHASE-I, DELHI-110052 and have lost the
original Conveyance Deed executed on
28.05.2019 and registered as document No.
8725 in Book No. I, Volume No. 7223 on pages
No. 151 to 156 duly registered on dated
03.06.2019 in the office of Sub-Registrar-VII,
Delhi in respect of above said shop. An FIR vide
LR No. 334735/2020 dated 02.06.2020 has
lodged in P.S. Crime Branch Delhi for loss of
Conveyance Deed of above said shop. Any
person(s) claiming any right, interest, having any
objection or found in possession of original
document, may write/contact with above named
person at above address/ phone No. 9999998268
within 15 days from the date of publication of this
notice.

Sd/-
KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)

Enrl. No. D-748/14

Pre-bid and Technical bid Notice

Managing Director,
Hafed, Panchkula81133/HRY

Sr.
No.

1

Name of
Department/Board/
Corp./Auth.

The Haryana State
Cooperative Supply
and Marketing
Federation Limited,
Panchkula (HAFED)

Name of work/Notice

Hafed has invited bids for hiring Consulting Agency for preparation of
Detailed Project Report (DPR) for modernizing operations of the
existing two Hafed Oil Mills and Setting up of two new Oil Mills in
Haryana.” The details are available on https://etenders.hry.nic.in and
www.hafed.gov.in

Pre-bid
meeting date

(Time)

10.06.2020
at 11.00 AM
------------------
Opening of

Technical bid
17.06.2020 at

11.30 AM

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH,
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
SHIVNATH CIRCLE DURG (C.G.)

eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
(1st Call)

SYSTEM TENDER No.64534/NIT No:08/SAC/2020-21, Balod, Dated:03.06.2020

Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to
24.06.2020 at 17.30 Hour

Name of Work:-Remodelling & C.C. Lining of L.B. Main Canal
R.D. “0” m To R.D. “1680” m, Dhotimtola Minor
Canal R.D. “0” m to R.D. “1230” m, Salhe
Minor R.D. 0 m to R.D. 1200 M. R.B. Main
Canal R.D. “0” m to R.D. “1800” m and
Construction of 4 Canal Syphon, 6 Nos. Falls, 2
Nos. VRB & 1 Nos. Super passage and 46 Nos
Colaba fixing in CHIKHLI TANK SCHEME in
Balod District.

Probable amount of Contract- Rs. 128.75 Lakhs

The details can be viewed and downloaded online
directly from the Government of Chhattisgarh Integrated
e-Procurement Portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) from Date
10/06/2020, at 17.31 Hours. (IST) onwards.

Note:- All eligible/interested contractors/bidders are mandated to
get enrolled on the Integrated e-procurement portal
(https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific
vendor class from PWD under Centralized Contractor/Supplier
Registration in order to download the tender documents and
participate in the subsequent bidding process.

Executive Engineer
Water Resources Division Balod (C.G.)

81312 For, Superintending Engineer Shivnath Circle, Durg C.G.)

e-Procurement Tender Notice

NMDC Ltd.
(A Govt. of India Enterprises) (ISO-9001 Company)
Bailadila Iron Ore Mines, Bacheli Complex,

Bacheli, Distt.-South Bastar (Dantewada), CG-494553
Phone No.: 07857-230210, Mob.: 9575665681

BIOM/BC/Contracts/Publication/2020-21/030 Date: 04/06/2020
Bailadila Iron Ore Mines, Bacheli Complex, NMDC Ltd. invites e-bids for the
following works. Intending tenderers may visit and download Tender
Documents from www.nmdc.co.in or http://www.mstcecommerce.com/epro-
chome/nmdc/. The offer has to be submitted online at the given MSTC portal
only till 03:30 PM and will be opened on 04:00 PM on respective last dates.

MSTC NMDC Short Description EMD Last
Ref.No. Tender. No. of Work @1% Date of
NMDC/Bacheli BIOM/BC (Rs.) Submission
20-21/ET/ CONTRACTS

/OTE/30/20-21/

Jt. GM (M&S and Contracts)
BIOM, Bacheli Complex

// e-Tender Notice //

Miscellaneous Electrical Repair
Works in Township Quarters
Overhauling of Conveyer 29
Heavy Duty Critical Gear Box
Testing & Certification of
Critical Conveyer Structures
Fine Ore Transport from FOD
to Dep-5 L/P
Construction of 16 Mtr Tower
at New Morcha
Miscellaneous Civil Works at
Shiv Mandir, Church and
Recreation hall
Construction of Toilets and
Miscellaneous Civil works
Structural Painting with
Industrial Paint of Conveyers
at Dep-5

57/146

58/147

59/118

60/150

61/151

63/153

64/154

65/155

41,350/-

71,343/-

49,450/-

45,000/-

22,132/-

17,320/-

15,000/-

67,000/-

02/07/2020

02/07/2020

03/07/2020

03/07/2020

04/07/2020

04/07/2020

05/07/2020

05/07/2020

ES/E-008

PLANT/P-006

PLANT/P-011

GEOLOGY/G-013

CIVIL/C-078

CIVIL/C-104

CIVIL/C-108

CIVIL-C-109

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

In case tender process is not completed due to any reason, no CORRIGEN-
DUM will be published in newspapers. Details regarding seen on PSPCL web-
site: www.pspcl.in and https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

Sd/- Dy. CE/SS (Design),
PSPCL, Patiala, E-mail: se-ss-design@pspcl.in

Tender Enquiry No. 210/SS-II (D)
Short Description Specification for Design Manufacture, Testing,

Supply & Delivery of 11KV RVTs (Residual
Voltage Transformers).

Quantity 200 Nos.
EMD Rs. 1,00,120/- (Maximum)

Rs. 25,030/- (minimum)
Start date for downloading of 08.06.2020
Tender specification
Last date of downloading 09.07.2020 upto 11.30 hrs.
of tender documents
Last date of Bid submission 09.07.2020 upto 11.30 hrs.
Bid opening (Part-I&II) 10.07.2020 at 11.30 hrs.

Tender Documents Detailed Tender documents can only be down-
loded from website: https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

Contact No. of e-tendering 0172-2970263, 0172-2970284
agency (M/s. GoPNIC)

232/C-179/2020

(O/o CE/TS-B-1, Shakti Vihar, Patiala)
Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001

Corporate Identification Number: U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website: www.pspcl.in

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

Af½fV¹fIY Àfc̈ f³ff
d½fÄff´f³f Àfa.-05/2020 IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f Jf³f E½fa ·fc°f°½f d½f·ff¦f, d¶fWfS IZ A²fe³f Jd³fªf
d½fI fÀf ´fQfd²fI fSe (¸fc»f I ûdM) IZ dS¢°f 20 (¶feÀf) ´fQûÔ ´fS d³f¹fbd¢°f WZ°fb dQ³ffaI
22.04.2020 I û ´fiI fdVf°f d½fÄff´f³f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f Afg³f»ffBÊ³f Af½fZQ³f ´fÂf ·fS³fZ WZ°fb ´fc½fÊ ÀfZ
d³f²ffÊdS°f d°fd±f I û d³f¸³f ´fiI fS ÀfZ d½fÀ°ffdS°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W`:-

³fûMX:- dªfÀf d°fd±f I û SdªfÀMÑZVf³f dI ¹ff ¦f¹ff W` CÀfI e A¦f»fe d°fd±f I û ´fc½ffÊÁ³f 11.00
¶fªfZ IZ ¶ffQ ´fSeÃff Vfb»I I f Afg³f»ffBÊ³f ·fb¦f°ff³f I S³fZ IZ d»fE Af½fZQI I û d»faI
C´f»f¶²f Wû¦ffÜ
2. dªfÀf d°fd±f I û ·fb¦f°ff³f dI ¹ff ¦f¹ff W` CÀfI e A¦f»fe d°fd±f I û ´fc½ffÊÁ³f 11.00 ¶fªfZ IZ
¶ffQ Af½fZQI I û Afg³f»ffBÊ³f Application Form ·fS³fZ IZ d»fE d»faI C´f»f¶²f
Wû¦ffÜ A·¹f±feÊ dQ³ffaI -18.06.2020 °fI d³fdV¨f°f ø ´f ÀfZ ·fb¦f°ff³f I S »fZÔÜ

3. C´f¹fbÊ¢°f d½fÄff´f³f IZ Àfa¶fa²f ¸fZÔ d½fÀ°fÈ°f Àfc¨f³ff/d½f½fS¯fe/ªff³fI fSe E½fa Afg³f»ffBÊ³f Af½fZQ³f
·fS³fZ WZ°fb d³fQZÊVf Af¹fû¦f IZ ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM www.bpsc.bih.nic.in ´fS ´fiQdVfÊ°f W`Ü

4. A·¹f±feÊ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f Af½fZQ³f ·fS³fZ I e ´fidIi ¹ff ´fifS¸·f I S³fZ IZ ´fc½fÊ ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM ´fS
´fiQdVfÊ°f d½fÀ°fÈ°f d½fÄff´f³f E½fa Afg³f»ffBÊ³f Af½fZQ³f ·fS³fZ WZ°fb Af½fV¹fI E½fa d½fÀ°fÈ°f d³fQZÊVf
I f ·f»fe-·ffhd°f A²¹f¹f³f I S »fZÔ¦fZÜ

5. ´fc½fÊ ¸fZÔ dQ³ffaI 22.04.2020 I û ´fiI fdVf°f Af½fV¹fI Àfc¨f³ff I û BÀf WQ °fI ÀfaVfûd²f°f
Àf¸fÓff ªff¹f E½fa A³¹f Vf°fZË ¹f±ff½f°fÐ SWZÔ¦fZÜ

WXÀ°ff./-
Àfa¹fb¢°f Àfd¨f½f-ÀfWX-´fSXeÃff d³f¹faÂfIY,
d¶fWXfSXX »fûIY ÀfZ½ff Af¹fû¦f, ´fMX³ff

IiY.Àfa. Afg³f»ffBÊ³f Af½fZQ³f Àfa¶fa²fe ´fidIiY¹ff ´fc½fÊ ÀfZ d³f²ffÊdSX°f d°fd±f d½fÀ°ffdSX°f d°fd±f

1. SdªfÀMÑZVf³f (´faªfeI S¯f) I e d°fd±f 04.05.2020 ÀfZ
18.05.2020 °fI

05.06.2020 ÀfZ
11.06.2020 °fI

2. Afg³f»ffBÊ³f IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ·fb¦f°ff³f I S³fZ I e Aad°f¸f
d°fd±f

25.05.2020 °fI 18.06.2020 °fI

3. Afg³f»ffB³f Af½fZQ³f ·fS³fZ I e Aad°f¸f d°fd±f 02.06.2020 °fI 25.06.2020 °fI

4. Af¹fû¦f I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ À´feO ´fûÀM/d³f¶fad²f°f OfI ÀfZ
Af½fZQ³f I e WfOÊ I fg´fe E½fa Àf·fe ´fi¸ff¯f-´fÂf ´fif´°f
Wû³fZ I e Aad°f¸f d°fd±f

10.06.2020 IZ A´fSfÁ³f
05:00 ¶fªfZ °fI

30.06.2020 IZ A´fSfÁ³f
05:00 ¶fªfZ °fI

d¶fWXfSX »fûIY ÀfZ½ff Af¹fû¦f
15, ªf½ffWS»ff»f ³fZWø ¸ff¦fÊ (¶fZ»fe SûO), ´fM³ff - 800001

Af½fV¹fIY Àfc¨f³ffÜ BÀf ¸f¯O»f I e
BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff 103/2019-20 I û
dI ³We A´fdSWf¹fÊ I fS¯fûÔ ÀfZ d³fSÀ°f
dI ¹ff ªff°ff W`Ü WXÀ°ff./- A²feÃf¯f
Ad·f¹f³°ff d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f ¸f¯OX»f-
´fi±f¸f ¸fbªfµRYSX³f¦fSXÜ ´fÂffaIY:
1867/d½f.d½f.¸f a .´f i .-¸f b .³f¦fS X/I`Y¸´f
dQ³ffaIY: 04.06.2020

´fdV¨f¸ffa¨f»f d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f
d»fd¸fMZXOX

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that my client RAJESH
THUKRAL SON OF SH. KRISHAN KUMAR
THUKRAL RESIDENT OF I-54, ASHOK VIHAR,
PHASE-I, DELHI-110052 owner of SHOP NO. 10
GROUND FLOOR, BLOCK-J, AHSOK VIHAR,
PHASE-I, DELHI-110052 and have lost the
original Conveyance Deed executed on
28.05.2019 and registered as document No.
8726 in Book No. I, Volume No. 7223 on pages
No. 157 to 163 duly registered on dated
03.06.2019 in the office of Sub-Registrar-VII,
Delhi in respect of above said shop. An FIR vide
LR No. 334802/2020 dated 02.06.2020 has
lodged in P.S. Crime Branch Delhi for loss of
Conveyance Deed of above said shop. Any
person(s) claiming any right, interest, having any
objection or found in possession of original
document, may write/ contact with above named
person at above address/ phone No. 9811050839
within 15 days from the date of publication of this
notice.

Sd/-
KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)

Enrl. No. D-748/14

DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, JUNE4

LAST SEPTEMBER, Prahlad
Singh Shekhawat, 72, a farmer
in Dhod village of Rajasthan’s
Sikar district, paid Rs 1,023 as
accumulatedelectricitycharges
for July andAugust,whichwas
billedinSeptember.Sincethen,
ithasgoneupbynearlyRs1,700
for the two-month cycle:
Shekhawat,72,paidRs2,712 in
November 2019, Rs 2,752 in
January this year, Rs 2,755 in
March, andRs2,749 inMay.
UntilSeptember2019,farm-

ers in Rajasthan received a
monthly subsisidy on power
billsamountingtoRs833,intro-
duced by the previous BJP gov-
ernment in 2018. From
September 2019, the Congress
government of Ashok Gehlot
stoppedthesubsidy,whichwas
automatically added to the bill,
reducing it by Rs 1,666 (Rs
833x2)forthetwo-monthcycle.

And it is here that the bills
arehurting them, say farmers.
“Atatimewearesustaining

losses after the lockdown, it
would have eased some pres-
sureonus,” Shekhawat said.
BanwariLalPareek,another

farmer from Dhod,
said:“Officials told us the sub-
sidyamountwillbetransferred
toouraccounts(aspartofdirect
benefit transfer, or DBT). I gave
all account details, alongwith

namesof jointaccountholders,
but I haven’t received the sub-
sidy,eventhoughIhavecleared
allmybills.”
Citing increasing losses,

farmers' organisations from
bothsidesof thepolitical spec-
trumhavethreatenedprotests.
“We have planned a state-

wide protest on June 8, and
stopping of this subsidy is one
of our issues,” said Amra Ram,
former CPI(M)MLA fromSikar

and vice-president of CPI(M)-
affiliated All India Kisan Sabha
(AIKS).
OnSunday,Manilal Labana,

state president of Bharatiya
Kisan Sangh (BKS), a farmer
outfit affiliated toRSS,wrote to
the Chief Minister, urging the
governmenttoreleasepending
subsidies of Rs 833 permonth
scheme. Labana wrote that
farmers have been forced to
boycott payment of electricity
bills after the subsidy was
stopped and penalties were
addedto it.
WhiletopofficialsofEnergy

department said the scheme is
still functional, several officers
engaged on ground said the
subsidy has stopped. “It’s been
at least six months that the
scheme has been closed,” said
VSBhati,managingdirector of
AjmerVidyutVitranNigamLtd
(AVVNL) — Sikar comes under
AVVNL's jurisdiction.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAIPUR, JUNE4

THE RAJASTHAN government
hasdecidedtotransfertheinves-
tigation into thedeathof police
inspectorVishnuDuttBishnoito
the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), saidofficials
onThursday.
Bishnoi,postedasthestation

house officer at Rajgarh police
station inChurudistrict had al-
legedlyhangedhimself onMay
23,citingstressinanote.

Acaseofabetmentofsuicide
wasregisteredagainstunknown
personswiththestateCID-CBin-
vestigatingthecase.
The decision to transfer the

probetotheCBIwastakenafter
adelegationofBishnoicommu-
nity representativesmet Chief
MinisterAshokGehlotrecently.
Following the meeting,

Gehlot gavehis in-principle ap-
proval to transfer the investiga-
tionto an independent agency.
AdditionalChiefSecretaryHome,
RajeevaSwaroopsaidthestateis
writingtotheCentreonthis.

MILINDGHATWAI
BHOPAL, JUNE4

AMIDA tussle between liquor
contractors and Madhya
Pradeshgovernment,theHigh
Court on Thursday asked the
contractorstofileaffidavits,in-
forming if they arewilling to
opentheirshopsorthegovern-
mentcanauctionthemafresh.
Giving the contractors

threedaystofileaffidavits,adi-
visionbenchof Chief JusticeA
K Mittal and Justice Vijay
Kumar Shukla restrained the
stategovernment fromtaking
coercive steps against the pe-
titioners during pendency of
thepetition.
Liquor accounts formore

thanRs10,000croreintherev-
enueofMadhyaPradesh.When
the lockdown to curb the
spread of Covid-19 came into
force, liquor licenceswere be-
ing issuedinthestateatnearly
25 per centmore fee than the

previous year. In the
wake of the lock-
down, the licensees
are now certain that
theywon’t be able to
recover their invest-
ment.
When the cash-

strapped govern-
ment asked the li-
censeestoreopenthe
shops with restric-
tions,agroupof30li-
censees moved the
highcourt.Whilethe
government said ac-
ceptance of tender
bidsmeant the con-
tractors were bound
toabidebytheterms,
the petitioners ar-
guedotherwise.
Inthelasthearing,

thecourt issuedcon-
tempt notices to the
government and the
excisecommissioner
whenpetitionerssaid
the government had
started encashing
bankguarantees, de-
positing post-dated
cheques and issuing
noticesaftergivingan
undertaking to the
contrary.

Farmers inSikardistrict’sDhodsay theyarenotreceiving
theelectricitybill subsidyofRs833amonth. Express

Purvanchal Vidyut
Vitaran Nigam Limited
Vidyut Nagar, P.O.-

DLW, Varanasi - 221004 E-
Tender Notice E-tender are
invited for the following material.
The tenderer will be accepted up
to at 15.00 hrs. Please visit
website www.etender.up.nic.in
for details/download and for any
other corrections/ amendments/
modifications/ extensions till the
date of submission of bids. SI.
No.: 1., Tender Specification
No.: EAV-09/2020-21, Name of
Material: 33 KV Single
Transformer Control Panel,
Qty.: 60 Nos., Earnest Money
(Rs.): 53,000.00, Tender Fee
(Rs.): 5,000.00 + GST @ 18%,
Last date & Time for online
submission of tender
document: 06.07.2020 15.00
Hrs., Date & Time for online
opening of tender part-1:
07.07.2020 15.00 Hrs.. Sd/-
Superintending Engineer
(MM-I) “Save Electricity in the
interest of Nation” ´fÂffaI : 1461/
´fc.d½f.d½f.d³f.d»f. (½ff.)/Àff.´fi.-I /AA-I//d½fÄff´f³f
dQ³ffaI : 04.06.2020

HC to MP
liquor licensees:
Inform if you
will open shops

Rajasthan govt to hand over
probe into SHO’s suicide to CBI

Power subsidy held up for months,
farmers plan protests in Rajasthan

New Delhi
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ONMARCH 7, 1965, civil rights activists, in
response to the police killing of fellow-ac-
tivist Jimmie Lee Jackson the previous
month, were marching from Selma in
AlabamatostatecapitalMontgomerywhen
they were attacked by state troopers. The
crackdown came to be famously known as
BloodySunday inUScivil rightsannals.
Undeterred,twodayslater,MartinLuther

King Jr led anothermarch along the same
path.Thistime,whentheyencounteredstate
troopers, the marchers took a knee. They
knelt andprayedbefore turningback.
Fifty-five years later, as a new set of

Americanmarchers—commonpeople,stu-
dents, occasional policemen even— take a
kneefollowingthekillingofGeorgeFloydby
a white police officer that was caught on
camera, could this mark the beginning of
somethingnew?
InthedaysthatfollowedBloodySunday,

Kingspokestirringlyof theiraimto“achieve
a society that can livewith its conscience”
because, he believed, “the arc of themoral
universeislongbutitbendstowardsjustice.”
Today, as protestors across American cities
marchinprotestoverFloyd’sdeath,theyare
willing thearc tobendtowards justice.
The road toFloyd’smurderhasbeen lit-

tered by incidences of violence against
African Americans, many becoming cata-
lysts in thecountry’s civil rightsmovement
and turning points in its knotted history.
“MartinLutherKing’smemorableobserva-
tion that ‘a riot is the language of the un-
heard’ applies asmuch today as it did back
then,” saidDaniel Letwin, associateprofes-
sorofhistoryatthePennStateCollegeof the
Liberal Arts, and author of The Challenge of
InterracialUnionism.
“This is certainly ahistoricmoment,” he

adds, “Not since the 1960s have we seen
blackstreetprotestsofsuchscopeandmag-
nitude,acrossthecountry. Inessentialways,
the dynamics are familiar... Now, as then,
blackunrestalsodrewuponavarietyofun-
derlying causes – from a persisting culture
ofwhite racism, to thedisproportionateex-
perienceof run-downurbanconditions, in-
adequate schools, poorhealthcare, lowpay,
unemployment,unresponsivegovernment,
mass incarceration, and the like.”

Racism in policing
Databystatista.comrevealsaskewedpat-

ternofAfricanAmericankillingsbypolice.Of
1,000fatalshootingsbypolicein2019,more
than23percentofthevictimswereblacks,a
highproportiongiventhattheymadeupless
than14percentof thepopulation.
Connie Hasset-Walker, assistant profes-

sor of Justice Studies and Sociology at
Norwich University, believes that the roots
of racisminAmericanpolicing,plantedcen-

turiesago,stillstandstrong.“Ipersonallysee
the US history of slavery (about 250 years
long)andthenJimCrowlaws(about80years
long) as very connected towhat’s happen-
ingnow. Tomyknowledge, therehasnever
been a reckoning for policing’s slave-patrol
origins.When an institution starts off with
systematicracismandviolenceaspartof its
coremission,howfarcanitevolvefromthat
if thereisneverareckoning/commitmentto
change?” shesaid.
At the time of the American Civil War

(1861-1865), said Hasset-Walker, of the 34
states then, 15were slave states,which cre-
atedpatrolstonipslaverevoltsandescapes.
“The state of South Carolinawas the first to
createslavepatrolsin1704.Bytheendofthe
1700s, everyAmerican slave statehadslave
patrols.Theylastedforabout150years,end-
ingwiththeSouth’slossintheCivilWarand
the passage of the 13th Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution, which outlawed slavery.
Afterthat, theformersouthernslavepatrols
morphedintopolicedepartmentsthattech-
nicallyweredifferentfromslavepatrols,but
werebasicallystill chargedwithcontrolling
the freed formerslaves,” shesaid.

Civil rightsmovement
About 20 years after the end of the Civil

War, America saw the passage of the Jim
Crowlaws,whichdictatedapolicyof segre-
gation, enforced by police, andwhich per-
sistedas recentlyas1964. Itwasduring this
period of segregation that in 1955, 14-year-
old Emmett Till fromChicago, visiting rela-
tivesinMississippi,wasaccusedofmakinga
flirtatiousremarktoawhitewomanatagro-
cery store. Three days later, Till was kid-
napped and killed, his body thrown in the
river. The accused— thewoman’s husband
and his half-brother—were later acquitted
byanall-white jury.

The civil rights movement gathered
steam after this. Montgomery saw a city-
wide bus boycottwhen, onDecember 1, an
African American woman, Rosa Parks, re-
fusedtogiveupherseatforawhitemanand
was arrested for it. The Montgomery
Improvement Association, led by a young
Luther King Jr, called a boycott of the city’s
municipal bus company. It was eventually
called off on December 20, 1956, after the
segregation seatingpolicywashelduncon-
stitutional.
The years that followedwere a time of

great turbulence in America, as riots swept
city after city. TheWatts riots in 1965 in Los
Angeles (that started afterMarquette Frye,
anAfricanAmerican,waspulledoverforsus-
pecteddrunk-drivingandroughedupbythe
police), the Detroit and Newark riots the
same year and the unrest in a number of
citiesfollowingKing’sassassinationin1968,
wereallfuelledinlargepartbyeconomicand
socialdisparity,prejudicedpolicingandgen-
eraldisaffection, that continues today.

Rodney King, LA riots
OnMarch 3, 1991, Rodney King, a black

motorist,wasbeatenbyLAPDofficersaftera

high-speed chase. A man called George
Holliday, whowitnessed the beating from
hisbalcony,videotapedtheincidentandgave
ittoalocalTVstation.Fromthenon, itwent,
whatwewould nowcall, viral. OnApril 29,
1992, thefourLAPDofficerswereacquitted,
sparking outrage and triggering one of the
worstraceriotsinLA,thatlastedsixdaysand
leftover50dead,2,300 injured.
“King was certainly not the first black

mantobebeatenupbythepolice,butitwas
the first time that someonevideo-recorded
thebeating.Thatvideovalidatedwhatmany
AfricanAmericans knewat that time– that
LosAngelespolicewereverybrutaltowards
blackpeople,” saidHasset-Walker.

Troy Davis, Central Park 5
Morethan15yearsaftertheLAriots,came

amomentinAmericanhistorythatmanyhad
dreamt of but few had imagined. Barack
Obamawinning the presidential election in
November 2008 was amoment that was
both a rupture and a healing. But did it fun-
damentallychangeanythingforthecommu-
nity? Formany, itwas the execution of Troy
Davisthatshowedthatnothinghadchanged.
Davis was a blackman on death row in

Georgia, who many believed had been
wrongfullyconvictedforthemurderofapo-
liceofficer.Wrongconvictionshaven’tbeen
rare. In2002,convictionsagainsttheCentral
Park Five— teenagers (four blacks and one
Latino),accusedofrapingandgrievouslyas-
saulting a jogger in Central Park in 1989—
werevacatedandthechargeswithdrawnaf-
ter over 10 years. The Central Park case --
manywould remember it from the Netflix
seriesWhenTheySeeUs—hadmadenational
news with the current President Donald
Trump buying full-page ads in New York
newspaperscallingforthestatetobringback
thedeathpenalty.Evenaftertheywereexon-
erated,Trumpinsisted theywereguilty.
ForDavis,thousandsrallied,appealingto

thecountry’sfirstBlackPresidenttostaythe
execution.DaviswasexecutedonSeptember
21,2011,andthenightafterasprotestorsfiled
into Union Square in Manhattan, they
mergedwithanothergroup—OccupyWall
Street.AsKeeanga-YamahttaTaylorwrotein
The Guardian, the convergence of the two
groups underlined the economic disparity
inAmericaandshowedtheconnectionsbe-
tweenracismandblackpoverty.

Birth of Black LivesMatter
But it was the shooting of Trayvon

Martin, a 17-year-old African American
high-school student in Sanford, Florida on
February 26, 2012 that started another
round of conversation around racial profil-
ing,promptingevenPresidentObamatosay,
“If I had a son, he’d look like Trayvon”.
George Zimmerman, a neighbourhood
watch volunteer who claimed he had shot
Trayvoninself-defence,wasacquittedayear
later. The prosecution had contended that
Zimmermannhadfollowedthehoodie-clad
boybecausehe assumedhewas a criminal
but the six-women jury rejected it. It was

Zimmerman’s acquittal that gave rise to a
hashtagandamovement.
#BlackLivesMatter, started in 2013 by

Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors and Opal
Tometi,hasnowgrownintoaglobalnetwork
whosemembers “organise and build local
power to intervene in violence inflicted on
black communities by the state and vigi-
lantes.”TheBLMmovementhasbeenatthe
forefront of subsequent street demonstra-
tions, most notably following the death of
MichaelBrowninFergusonnearStLouisand
of EricGarner inNewYorkCity.
CornelWest, a public intellectual and a

fearlessvoiceinleft-wingpolitics, tracesthe
currentunresttothefailuresofObama.West,
whohadoncesharedthestagewithObama,
isnowoneof themostvocal criticsofmany
of his policies. In a recent interview toCNN,
he said, “The Black LivesMattermovement
emerged under a black president, black at-
torneygeneral,andblackhomelandsecurity
andtheycouldn’tdeliver.”Blackfacesinhigh
places,hesaid, succumbedtothe“capitalist
economy”and“militarisednation-state”.

Tamir Rice and later
Theshootingof12-year-oldTamirRicein

2014 by a police officer (Ricewas carrying a
replica toy Airsoft gun), of AhmaudAubrey,
whowas tagged and killed by armedwhite
residentswhilejogginginhisGeorgianeigh-
bourhoodandofBreonnaTaylorinLouisville
thisMarch by plainclothes policemen,who
bargedintoherapartmentlookingforsome-
one else, all brought about a cycle of debate
andprotests.Couldthecurrentuprisingbea
crack,howeverslight,thatwillletinthelight?
In the early days of the Floyd protests,

Trumphadtweetedinsupportofusingmil-
itaryforcetoquelltheriots.“Law-and-order
demagogues seek to discredit black rebel-
lionasamindlessorgyof violencecommit-
ted by thugs and criminals, encouraged by
radical agitators and spineless, liberal offi-
cials," said Letwin. But there are signs that
thistimethingscouldbedifferent:“Forone,
street protests appearmuchmore diverse,
with a higher participation of whites and
HispanicsalongsideAfricanAmericans.The
unrestisnolongersoconfinedasitoncewas
toblackneighbourhoods.Certainly,theease
with which acts of police violence can be
recordedandpublicisedhaschangedthepic-
tureaswell.”
Hasset-Walker,too,pointedatacrucialdif-

ference. “What isdifferentaboutthemurder
ofGeorgeFloydishowquicklythepoliceoffi-
cer, Derek Chauvin,who kneeled on Floyd’s
neck,waschargedwiththirddegreemurder.”
OnWednesday, the formerMinneapolis

Policeofficerwaschargedwithafreshcountof
second-degreemurder,andthethreeotherof-
ficerswithhimwerechargedwithaidingand
abettingsecond-degreemurder.“Whetherhe
willultimatelybeconvicted,we’llsee.Butthe
swiftarrestandissuingofacharge–that’sim-
portant,andunusual,”shesaid.
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THEBIGGEST thrustof thecentral govern-
ment's relief package has been onMicro,
Small&MediumEnterprises(MSMEs),but
as the pandemic endures, this segment of
India'sindustrydoesnotappeartobeopti-
misticabouttheprospectsandroadahead.
A surveybyan industrybody,All India

Manufacturers' Organisation (AIMO), of
46,525MSMEs, self-employed, corporate
CEOs,andemployeesconductedonlinebe-
tween May 24-30 had 35 per cent of
MSMEs and 37 per cent of the self-em-
ployed respondents saying that their en-
terpriseswerebeyondrecovery.
A slightly lower 32per cent ofMSMEs

saidarecoverywouldtakesixmonths,and
just12percentexpectedarecoveryinless
than threemonths.
Only3per centofMSMEs, 6per centof

corporates, and11per cent of the self-em-
ployedrespondentssaidtheywouldstayun-
affectedandwouldcontinuetodowell,pri-
marilysincetheywereengagedinsupplyof
essentialservicesduringthelockdown.
So,whatexplains thispessimism?
There could be fourmain reasons for

thedownbeatmood.

TheMSMEswere troubled
already, lockdownhasmade
thingsworse

1TheproblemsfacedbytheMSMEsec-
tor,whichmakesupabout45percent
of the country’s total manufacturing

output, 40 per cent of its exports, almost
30 per cent of the national GDP, and em-
ploys an estimated 11 crore persons, pre-
cede thepandemic.
While both demonetisation and the

faulty implementation of the Goods and
ServicesTax(GST)regimehitthissectorthe
most, themess in the banking sector and
subsequent problems with the Non-
BankingFinancialCompanies(NBFCs)fur-
ther impactedMSMEs, depleting their in-
ternal reserves, and exacerbating the low
visibilityof demand.
ALocalCirclessurveyinApril—thefirst

month of the lockdown—had pointed to
74percentstart-upsandsmallbusinesses
(outof 13,970 responses) saying that they
expectedtoshutdownorscaledowntheir
businesses in the followingsixmonths.
The problemswere already festering.

The lockdown impact has come on top of
this, compounding themfurther.

Financial channels aremostly
informal, credit guarantee of
limited help

2The dissatisfaction over the govern-
ment'sMSMEpackage, in particular
at the lack of fiscal support which

wouldsharesomeof thecosts inflictedby
the pandemic lockdown, is based on the
viewthattheproposalsoncreditguarantee

has limited relevance for the sector as a
whole, given that only a little over 15% of
theRs70 lakhcroreMSMEcreditdemand
wasmetby formal financial channels.

Willingness of lenders
uncertain, so too the
availability of future
resources to service loan

3Whiletheextensioninmoratoriumon
termloaninstalmentsisaimedatpro-
vidingrelieftoborrowersandcompa-

niesfacingcashflowproblems,muchofthe
intended relief will come through only if
banksarewillingtotakethebaitandlend.
It'sadividedhouseonwhetherthiswill

happenasplanned.
Plus,muchofthisinterventionisaimed

at firmswhose loan accounts continue to
remainstandarduptoacut-offdate.Ama-
jorityofsmallerunitsarealreadybehindon
thiscount,giventhattheirreceivablesfrom
customers— larger companies and state-
ownedunits—arewaybehindschedule.
For leveraged companies facing a cash

crunch, themoratoriumof6months is in-
tendedtoprovidesurvival time.

Butforaunitownertoborrowtoessen-
tiallymeetworking capital expensesdur-
ingaperiodwherehardly anyproduction
happened, the interest rate will be a key
determiningfactor,thefacilityofcollateral-
free loansnotwithstanding.
Also,theconcernamongMSMEsisthat

withtheadditionalloans,theywouldhave
to earn a sizable amount to service the
loansafter12months.

A lot of payments are pending,
and there is no confidence
theywill be cleared soon

4The total outstanding payments to
unitsintheMSMEsectorispeggedat
upwardsof Rs5 lakhcrore,with the

largerprivate companiesandgovernment
entitiesaccounting forabigchunkof this.
MostMSMEplayersarenotconvinced

bythegovernment'sassuranceofduesbe-
ing cleared in 45 days. Similar assurances
havebeenhandedoutinthepast,buthave
notbeen fulfilled.
In September last year, then

ExpenditureSecretaryGCMurmuhadsaid
that of the outstanding non-litigated
MSMEduesofRs60,000crore,apayment
of Rs40,000crorehadbeencleared.
But not much has moved on the

ground, sayMSME representative bodies
suchasAIMO.Asperindustryestimatesby
AIMO,almost30percentof theoutstand-
ing amountsaredueover120days,45per
cent are between 60 to 120 days, and the
rest below60days. Anestimated amount
of over 60 per cent is pending from state
governmentsandtheirundertakings.
There is a lack of conviction among

MSMEunitsthatthegovernment'sfiatwill
work,especiallysinceabulkoftheduesare
on account of state government entities
and largerprivatecompanies.

George Floyd’s America in black & white
SIMPLYPUT

BlackRightsMattercarriesechoesofMLK’scivilrightsmovement.Alookatwhatissimilar,whatisdifferent,andwhatAfricanAmericanshavefacedinbetween
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TOP 10STATES

INDIA COUNT: 216,919 (6,075 DEATHS)

74,860
Maharashtra

25,872
Tamil Nadu

9,652
Rajasthan

8,588
MP

8,729 UP

23,645 Delhi

18,100
Gujarat

6,508
West Bengal

4,390
Bihar

Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak andwhat you should/should not do?

Write to explained@indianexpress.com

4,080
Andhra Pradesh

UnionHealthMinistryupdateasof11pm,June4.Somestatesmayhave
reportedhighernumbers.Onlystates/UTswithatleastonecaselistedabove.
104,107PATIENTSDISCHARGEDIN33STATESANDUNIONTERRITORIES

RESTOFINDIA
AndamanandNicobarIslands 33
ArunachalPradesh 38
Assam 1672
Chandigarh 301
Chhattisgarh 668
DadarNagarHaveli 8
Goa 79
Haryana 2954
HimachalPradesh 359
JammuandKashmir 2857
Jharkhand 752
Karnataka 4063
Kerala 1494
Ladakh 90
Manipur 118
Meghalaya 33
Mizoram 14
Nagaland 58
Odisha 2388
Puducherry 82
Punjab 2376
Sikkim 2
Telangana 3020
Tripura 468
Uttarakhand 1085

CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

224,772
India

234,013
Italy

184,472
Germany

283,075
United Kingdom

188,802
France

240,660
Spain

1,859,135
US

584,016
Brazil

178,914
Peru

TOTAL CONFIRMED:6,563,099 DEATHCOUNT:387,568
Source: JohnsHopkinsUniversity,updatedat11pmonJune4. JHU’sIndiatallyandHealth

Ministry’stally(below)maynotmatchastheseareaccountedatdifferenttimes.

THEWORLD
440,538
Russia

Above:MartinLutherKing Jr leadsamarch inAlabama,andcitizensataBlackLivesMatterprotest inNewYorkCity; (below, left toright):RodneyKing,whoseassaultby
policewascaughtonvideo in1991;TrayvonMartin,17,killed in2012;andTamirRice,12, shotdeadbypolice in2014. Photograps:AP,NYTandpublicdomain

Despite govt’sMSME push, entrepreneurs are
guarded in their optimism. Four reasonswhy

MatkaChowk,Chandigarh,duringthe lockdown.KamleshwarSingh
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AUSTRALIA

EXTENSIVECORALBLEACHINGEVENT
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef suffered its most extensive coral bleaching event in
March, with scientists fearing the coral recovers less each time after the third
bleaching in five years. They say it is very unlikely to recover to what it looked like
even five years ago, not to mention thirty years ago.

GERMANY

Childwhowent
missingin2007,
sparkingglobal
search,assumed
dead:prosecutor
Berlin:MadeleineMcCann,
theBritishgirlwhodisap-
pearedinPortugalin2007
agedjustthree,isassumed
tobedeadandan impris-
onedGermanchildabuser
is themurder suspect, a
German prosecutor said
onThursday.McCannvan-
ished fromher bedroom
onMay3during a family
vacation in the Algarve
while her parents were
diningwithfriendsnearby
intheresortofPraiadaLuz.
Her disappearance
sparked an international
search, with missing
posters of the little girl’s
face papered across the
world and celebrity ap-
peals for information that
couldhelptrackherdown.

MadeleineMcCann

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

CHINA

40children,
teachers injured
inknifeattack
Beijing: Aroud 40 stu-
dentsandstaffmembers
of a primary school in
Chinawere stabbed by a
security guard, official
media reported on
Thursday. The incident
happenedattheschoolin
Guangxi province, state-
run China Daily said in a
brief report. Further de-
tails about the attack are
awaited. Knife attacks by
disgruntled people have
been taking place in dif-
ferent parts of China in
thepastfewyears.Theat-
tackers targetedmainly
kindergarten and pri-
mary schools besides
public transport to vent
their anger

ISRAEL

Knessetsessions
suspendedafter
lawmakergets
coronavirus
Jerusalem: Israel’s parlia-
mentsuspendedsessions
scheduledforThursdayaf-
teralawmakertestedpos-
itive for the coronavirus,
while some schools shut
downanewamidworries
about fresh outbreaks.
Having moved aggres-
sively against the global
pandemic inMarch and
seen a tailing-off of new
cases, Israel has eased
curbsinrecentweeks.But
officialswarn that public
complacencycouldleadto
a resurgence incases. The
120-seatKnessetsaidnon-
essential staff have been
askedtostayhomeandall
of Thursday’s committee
meetingswerepostponed.

Newcharges againstMinneapolis
cops as protests continue in US
AP&REUTERS
MINNEAPOLIS, JUNE4

DEMONSTRATIONS IN cities
acrosstheUStocondemnracism
and police abuses remained
large but turned notablymore
subdued on the eve of a
Thursdaymemorial service for
GeorgeFloyd thatkicksoff a se-
riesof events tomourntheman
whose death empowered a na-
tionalmovement.
Thecalmerprotestscameon

the same day that prosecutors
charged threemore police offi-
cers and filed a new, tougher
charge against the officer at the
centerof thecase.Themostseri-
ousnewchargeWednesdaywas
an accusation of second-degree
murder against Derek Chauvin,
whowascaughtonvideopress-
inghis knee to Floyd’sneck. The
three other officers at the scene
were charged for the first time
withaidingandabettingsecond-
degreemurder and second-de-
greemanslaughter. If convicted,
theycouldbesentencedtoupto
fourdecades inprison.
The move by prosecutors

punctuated an unprecedented
weekinmodernAmericanhistory,
inwhichlargelypeacefulprotests
tookplace in communities of all

sizesbutwererockedbyboutsof
violence,includingdeadlyattacks
onofficers,rampanttheftsandar-
soninsomeplaces.
After longrefusingtoexplic-

itly criticise a sitting President,
former Defence Secretary Jim
MattisaccusedPresidentDonald
TrumponWednesday of trying
to divide America and roundly

denounced amilitarisation of
theUSresponse tocivilunrest.
“Donald Trump is the first

President in my lifetime who
does not try to unite the
American people — does not
evenpretendtotry,”Mattis,who
resignedasTrump’sdefensesec-
retary in 2018, wrote in a state-
mentpublishedbyTheAtlantic.

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, Army General Mark
Milley, issued amessage to the
armedforcesremindingthemof
their oath to uphold the US
Constitution, which gives
Americanstheright to“freedom
ofspeechandpeacefulassembly.”
Similarmessagesweredelivered
byothertopmilitaryleaders.

ZENSOO&KEN
MORITSUGU
HONGKONG, JUNE4

THOUSANDSOFpeopleinHong
Kong defied a police ban
Thursday evening, breaking
throughbarricadestoholdacan-
dlelightvigilonthe31stanniver-
sary of China’s crushing of a
democracymovementcentered
onBeijing’sTiananmenSquare.
With democracy all but

snuffedoutinmainlandChina,the
focushas shifted increasingly to
semi-autonomousHongKong,
whereauthoritiesforthefirsttime
bannedtheannualvigiltoremem-

bervictimsofthe1989crackdown.
Beijing is taking a tougher

stancefollowingmonthsofanti-
governmentprotestslastyear,in

whatactivistsseeasanaccelerat-
ingerosionofthecity’srightsand
liberties. Earlier Thursday, the
Hong Kong legislature passed a
lawmaking it a crime to disre-
spectChina’snationalanthemaf-
terthepro-democracylawmak-
ers disrupted proceeding twice
totrytopreventthevote.
Despite the ban on the vigil,

crowdspouredintoVictoriaPark
to light candles and observe a
minuteof silenceat8.09pm.
While police played record-

ingswarningpeoplenot topar-
ticipate in the unauthorised
gathering, they did little to stop
demonstrators from entering
thepark.AP

THENEWYORKTIMES
JUNE4

THECORONAVIRUSpandemicis
ebbing in someof the countries
thatwere hit hard early on, but
the number of new cases is
growing faster thaneverworld-
wide, withmore than 100,000
reportedeachday.
Twice as many countries

havereportedariseinnewcases
overthepasttwoweeksashave
reported declines, according to
aNew York Times database. On
May 30, more new cases were
reported in a single dayworld-
wide thaneverbefore:134,064.
The increasehasbeendrivenby
emerging hot spots in Latin
America, Africa, Asia and the
MiddleEast.
Over all, there have been

more than 6.3million reported
casesworldwideandmorethan
380,000 known deaths. More
than a quarter of all known
deaths have been in the United
States. But the geographyof the
pandemic is changingquickly.
Brazil is reporting nearly as

many deaths each day as the
United States. Egypt has
recorded an exponential rise in
known infections. And
Bangladesh and Indonesia have
reportedsteepincreasesincases
for the first time.

Millionsmore seek
unemployment
benefits in the US

Even as more American
states reopen and some busi-
nesses slowlystart to rehire, 1.9
millionpeople filednewclaims
for state unemployment bene-
fits last week, the Labor
Department reported.
The tally continues to de-

cline from the more than six

million who submitted appli-
cations in a single week in
March. Still, it underlines the
persistent strain that the pan-
demichashadontheeconomy
and the long climb back that
lies ahead.

REUTERS
LONDON, JUNE4

BRITISH PRIMEMinister Boris
Johnson held a 45-minute so-
cially distancedmeeting with
businessminister Alok Sharma
onTuesday,adaybeforeSharma
was taken ill and tested for the
coronavirus, Johnson’s
spokesmansaidonThursday.
The spokesman said the

meetinginJohnson’sNumber10
DowningStreet officeswasalso
attended by finance minister
Rishi Sunak, and that Johnson
would followmedical advice if
Sharma’s Covid-19 test result
camebackpositive.
“Themeetingwhichtookplace

inNumber10—Ibelieveitwasin
theCabinetRoom—wasproperly

sociallydistanced,sotheywereall
twometresapart,”hesaid.
“If the Secretary of State

(Sharma) were to test positive
for coronavirus then hewill go
through the test and trace
process and follow the advice
which theygive tohim.”
Johnson has already con-

tractedandrecoveredfromCovid-
19, but there is no certainty that
wouldgivehimimmunity.

SYEDRAZAHASSAN
KARACHI, JUNE4

PAKISTANIAVIATIONauthorities
have told Pakistan International
Airlinesthatthepilotofapassen-
gerplanethatcrashedintoaresi-
dential district of Karachi last
monthhadignoredairtrafficcon-
trol’sinstructionsforlanding,aPIA
spokesmansaidonWednesday.
ThePIAAirbusA320crashed

onMay 22while trying to land
after thepilots reportedthe loss
of both engines. Ninety seven
peopleonboardwerekilledand
two survived. At least one per-
sonwasreportedtohavediedon
theground.
Initial reports suggested the

plane scraped its engines along
the runwayona first attempt to
landfollowingwhatappearedto
be an unstable approach, arriv-
ingsteepand fast.
InalettersenttoPIA,theCivil

Aviation Authority said an ap-
proachcontroller twice told the
pilottodiscontinueitsapproach
as he came into land but he did
notcomply.
As it neared landing, the

plane’sgroundspeedwasabove
therunwaythreshold, the letter
quoted thecontroller as saying.
It lifted up from the runway

surfaceandcrashedoverModel
Colonywhile attempting a sec-
ondapproach, the letter said.
“Yes, we have received the

letter, theyaredocumenting it,”
Abdullah Hafeez Khan, PIA’s
general manager for corporate
communications toldReuters.
He declined to comment on

theassertionsmadeintheletter.
The flighthadbeenobserved

asbeinghighforapproachatasit
passedMakli, about100kmeast
of Karachi, but the pilot said he
wascomfortable for thedescent,
the letter said. Hewas also cau-
tionedasecondtime.REUTERS

3morepoliceofficerscharged;MattisslamsTrump,denouncesmilitarisationof responsetoprotest

HOW8.46BECAMESYMBOLICOFAMOVEMENT:Allprotestmovementshaveslogans.
GeorgeFloyd’shasanumber:8:46.Eightminutes,46seconds is the lengthof time
prosecutorssayFloyd,a46-year-oldblackman,waspinnedtothegroundunderawhite
Minneapolispoliceofficer’skneebeforehedied lastweek. InBostonandTacoma,
Washington,demonstrators thisweeklaydownonstreetsstaging“die-ins” forprecisely8
minutes,46secondsasamarkofprotestaswellasawayofhonouringFloyd.AP

Washington:Unknownmiscre-
antshavevandalisedthestatueof
Mahatma Gandhi outside the
Indian embassy in the USwith
graffiti and spray painting,
prompting themission to regis-
teracomplaintwiththelocallaw
enforcement agencies. The van-
dalismtookplaceduringaweek
of nationwide protests. It is re-
portedtohavetakenplaceonthe
interveningnightofJune2and3,
officials said. US ambassador to
India, Ken Juster, on Thursday
apologisedfortheincident.PTI

AttheVilaFormosacemetery inSãoPaulo,Brazil.NYT

New cases multiply
worldwide at
fastest pace so far

COVID-19PANDEMIC

UK minister Sharma met
Johnson just a day before
showing Covid symptoms

Pak aviation
authority says
PIA pilot
ignored ATC

Participantsgesturewithfive fingers, signifyingthefivedemandsraisedbypro-democracyprotesters lastyear,duringavigil
for thevictimsof the1989TiananmenSquareMassacre,atVictoriaPark inCausewayBay,HongKong,onThursday.AP

Hong Kong marks Tiananmen
anniversary, defying a police ban
LegislaturepassesbillmakingitacrimetodisrespectChinesenationalanthem

RISING UNCERTAINTY

Coronavirus frustrates Saudi women’s push for financial independence
MARWARASHAD
ALULA, JUNE4

ABEERAL-HOWAYANdespaired
of ever working after spending
eight years trying to find a job
that would put her chemistry
degree to use in the Saudi
Arabian townofAlUla.
Sheeventuallyabandonedher

scientificambitionsandturnedto
sellinghomemade cakes, before
shewaschosenlastyearforagov-
ernment trainingprogramme to

support a $20 billion flagship
tourismproject inthekingdom’s
northwesternregion.
The31-year-oldlearnedhow

to make artisanal soap from
Frenchexperts flowninbySaudi
authorities,andinlateDecember
started selling her creations at a
boothneartherock-hewntombs
ofMadainSaleh,siteofanancient
civilisation. She also started of-
feringherwaresonline.
Thenthecoronavirusstruck.

Evenafter all her compromises,
Howayan’s future is uncertain

onceagain.
Thepandemichashammered

Saudi Arabia’s nascent non-reli-
gioustourismindustry—among
the few new sectors to have
emerged under Crown Prince
MohammedbinSalman’sdriveto
diversify the economy fromoil
andcreatemillionsof jobs.
“It is very tough, but I keep

tellingmyself thingswillgetbet-
ter after corona. One has to re-
main optimistic,” Howayan,
whose online business has also
slowed, toldReuters.

Forwomen in Saudi Arabia,
theeconomicdownturndue to
the coronavirus is particularly
damagingbecause it struck just
as their efforts to enter the
workforce and gain greater fi-
nancial independence were
gaining traction.
Howayan is among nearly

onemillionunemployedSaudis
— 12% of theworking-age pop-
ulation—pinningtheirhopeson
theprince’svisiontomodernise
theconservativeandpatriarchal
countrywithambitiousprojects.

Womenmakeupabout 83%
of the jobless, according to the
Saudistatisticsoffice.Andit’san
educated group; 70% of those
womenhavehigh school diplo-
masoruniversitydegrees.
Andmanywerecountingon

thenewsectorssuchastourism
to provide their entry to the
workforce.
AbeerMohammed Jumuah,

31,hadjoinedagovernmenttrain-
ingprogrammelastyear to learn
cookingskills inParis.
Shehasreturnedtoacatering

role in Saudi Arabia helping
Michelin-starred chefs, but it is
onlytemporaryandshewilleven-
tually need to find newwork -
something that has become a
trickierpropositioninthewakeof
thepandemic.
“IhopethatonedayIcanopen

acaféwhereIcanofferabreakfast
menuwith lots of French pas-
tries,”shesaid.“Iwanttobefinan-
ciallyindependentandIwantmy
two daughters, aged four and
seven,tohaveabetterlivingstan-
dard.”REUTERS

Visitorsat theMadainSalehantiquitiessite inAl-Ula.Reuters

Gandhi statue
vandalised in
Washington

SuspectinArbery
case‘usedracialslur’
AGEORGIA investigator testified
Thursday that one of those ac-
cusedofchasingdownandkilling
AhmaudArbery,ablackmanwho
was jogging in Brunswick,
Georgia,heardanotherdefendant
use a racist slur after shooting
Arbery. The death of Arbery in
Februarydrewwidespread con-
demnation that intensified after
thedeathofGeorgeFloyd.NYT

WHERE IT IS
SPREADING FAST
BRAZIL
Thedeathtoll inBrazil,
LatinAmerica’s largest
country,passed30,000
onTuesday,with
Thursdayrecording
1,349Covid-19deaths,
thecountry'shighest
single-daytoll.

EGYPT
Formonths,Egypt,the
Arabworld’smost
populouscountry,
seemedtoavoidthe
worstofthepandemic.
Butrecently,caseshave
beenontherise,
reaching27,536Tuesday.

SOUTHAFRICA
Withmorethan35,000
confirmedinfections,
themostinAfrica,South
Africastillhasagrowing
numberofnewcases,
despiteenactingastrict
lockdowninMarch.

BANGLADESH
Bangladeshnowhas
55,000knowncases.
Thisweek,itreported
thefirstdeathfrom
Covid-19inarefugee
camp.Thisraisedfears
aboutthethousandsof
Rohingyawholivein
tightlypackedtents.

Withanthembill, China tightensgrip

LASTYEAR,theChinese
governmentwas
rockedbysustained
massprotestsinHong
Kongagainstwhatthe
protesterssawasBeijing’s
movestointegratethesemi-
autonomousbusinesshub
withthemainland.With
thoseprotestshavingnowlost
momentum,Chinahas

pounced,announcing
newnationalsecurity
lawsthatwouldfur-
therintegrateHong
Kong’slegalsystem

withthatoftherestofChina.
Inthiscontext,expertsseethe
anthembillasanotherstepto-
wardsintegrationandanat-
tempttoalignHongKong’sas-
pirationswiththoseofBeijing.

AlokSharma

New Delhi
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DIPR/2078/Tender/2020

TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED
KAGITHAPURAM - 639 136, KARUR DIST. TAMIL NADU
Phone: 04324-277 001 (10 LINES) / Extn: 4402/4568

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
SI. No. Material Description Due date

1 Supply of LT Power & Control Cables for TNPL Unit-II
MEP 29.06.2020

2 Supply of Installation of Low side Air Conditioning
works for TNPL Unit-II MEP 29.06.2020

3 Design, Manufacture and Supply of Non-IBR Manual
Ball Valves for HWFL at TNPL Unit-II MEP 29.06.2020

4 Desgin, Manufacture and Supply of Non-IBR Manual
Butterfly Valves for HWFL at TNPL Unit-II MEP 29.06.2020

5 Desgin, Manufacture and Supply of Non-IBR Manual
Check Valves for HWFL at TNPL Unit-II MEP 29.06.2020

Email : SI. No 1 & 2 - pmd1@tnpl.co.in / 3, 4 & 5 - pmd2@tnpl.co.in
Detailed terms & conditions are available in Tender document at our
websites: www.tnpl.com/ www.tenders.tn.gov.in

TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

SANDEEPSINGH
NEWDELHI,JUNE4

THE FORENSIC report by Grant
Thornton India on the books of
accountsofIL&FSTransportation
NetworksIndiaLimited(ITNL)re-
veals that its auditor—Deloitte
Haskins and Sells—assisted the
company to tweak the language
oftheLetterofAssurances(LOAs)
issuedbythecompanyinabidto
avoiddisclosureofcontingentli-
ability in its financial statements
andthenfailedtoflagthesamein
its audit reports. ITNL is a group
companyof financial firmIL&FS.
TheissuerelatestoLOA/Letter

of Comfort (LOC) issuedby ITNL
inordertohelpborrowingatthe
special purpose vehicle (SPV)
levelforprojectsfacingcostover-
runsorthatrequiredbridgefund-
ing. TheGrant Thornton report,
seenbyTheIndianExpress,shows
thatthereareatleast19instances
where ITNL issued LOA/LOC for
loans sanctionedbygroup com-
panyIL&FSFinancialServices (in
16instances)andotherfinanciers
(3 instances) — aggregating to
over Rs 2,700 crore— to various
external partieswhowere also
vendorsof ITNL.
Inoneinstance,whenITNLis-

sued the LOA, its then CFO and
now its CEO, Dilip Bhatia, in an
email to another ITNL official
Prashant Agarwal onAugust 31,

2015,askedtoconfirmif accord-
ingtoauditors,givingsuchaletter
(LOA)willnotbetreatedasguar-
antee (contingent liability) for
ITNL.Theverynextday,Agarwal
replied to the email where he
stated that he checked the draft
LOAwithDeloitte and the draft
hasbeenupdatedafter“incorpo-
ratingDeloitte’ssuggestions”.
In relation to this, the Grant

Thornton report states, “It ap-
pearsthatDeloitteassistedthem
inachangeof languageinLOAto
avoiddisclosureofContingentli-
ability infinancialstatements.”
Thereport furtherstates that

in anothermail inOctober2015,
an employee of ITNLwrote an
email to itsthencompanysecre-
tary KrishnaGargwhere itwas
notedthatITNLhadtoissuealet-
ter of assurance to ICICI bank on
behalfofNoidaTollBridgeComp-
any Limited for availing a term
loanofRs60crore.
In the email, the employee

also said that the LOAhad been

clearedwithDeloitte for check-
ingonthecontingentliabilityas-
pect.
With regard to this, Grant

Thornton in its report noted, “It
appears thatDeloittewas aware
about non-disclosure of contin-
gentliabilityinthefinancialstate-
mentsandnoqualificationswere
raisedinrespectofthesamepoint
inauditreports.”
WhileanIL&FSspokesperson

declined to comment on the
questionsmailed,Deloittedidnot
respond to theemail sentwitha
detailedsetofqueries.
Sourcessaythatacopyof the

report that was submitted by
Grant Thornton earlier this year,
has been submitted with the
MinistryofCorporateAffairsand
alsowiththeinvestigatingagen-
ciesfor furtherprobeandaction.
An email cited in the report

also hints towards a possible in-
fluencefromtopmanagementof
IL&FSoversuchtreatmentofcon-
tingent liability. The report cites
anemaildated15April2016sent
byArun Saha (director at IFIN, a
groupcompanyofIL&FSthatwas
in the business of debt syndica-
tionand lending) toRaviPartha-
sarathy (former chairman IL&FS
Group)andRameshBawa(MD&
CEO,IFIN).Inthesaidemail,Saha
statesaplanofactiontoavoidrat-
ingsdowngrade.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JUNE4

MIGRANTANDdaily-wagework-
ersfromacrossthecountryopted
togobackto theirnativeplace in
villages rather than stayingback
attheirurbanworkplacesduring
the lockdownperiodas India Inc
hadfailedtocreatetherightcon-
ditionsforthem,Confederationof
Indian Industry (CII) president
UdayKotaksaid.
“Its due to years of neglect of

manyurbanormetro cities.We
havecreatedslums,wehavecre-
ated very poor quality of life for
them. Therehasbeenvery short
termoriented policies by some
businesseswhichhasbeen tem-
porary employment, with the
abilitytohireandfire,”Kotaksaid.

India Inc failed
to create right
conditions for
workers: Kotak

KARUNJITSINGH
NEWDELHI,JUNE4

THEUNIONCabinethasapproved
aproposaltosuspendinitiationof
bankruptcyproceedings against
companiesunder the Insolvency
andBankruptcyCode (IBC) for a
periodofsixmonths,whichcould
beextended tooneyear, sources
awareofdevelopmentssaid.
“The proposal is to suspend

sections7,9and10oftheIBCfora
period of 6monthswith an en-
ablingprovisionallowingforitto
be extendedupto 1 year,” said a
government official, adding that
under the proposed ordinance,
lendersandoperationalcreditors
wouldnotbeabletoinitiateinsol-
vencyproceedingsagainst com-
panieswhich default on obliga-
tionsonorafterMarch25.

‘Cabinet nod to
suspend IBC
proceedings’
initiation for 1 yr’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JUNE4

THERESERVEBankof India(RBI)
on Thursday said its forward-
looking surveys have indicated
that consumer confidence col-
lapsed and inflation perception
and expectations increased in
May.Thesurveyalsosaidthereal
GDPislikelytocontractby1.5per
centin2020-21.
Consumer confidence col-

lapsedwiththecurrentsituation
indexfallingfrom115.2 inMarch
to 97.9 inMay, the lowest level
sinceMarch2014,theRBI’ssurvey
of professional forecasters on
macroeconomic indicators said.
Future expectationsplummeted
to 63.7 froma low level of 85.6,
further intothepessimisticzone,
it said. It added that real GDP,
which is expected to contract by
1.5percentinFY21,islikelytore-
vert to growth terrainnext year,
whenitislikelytogrowby7.2per
cent. Real gross fixed capital for-
mation is likely to register nega-
tive growth of 6.4 per cent in
2020-21but likelytogrowby5.6
percentin2021-22.

FY21: ‘Consumer
confidence
collapses, real
GDP may
contract by 1.5%’PRABHARAGHAVAN

NEWDELHI,JUNE4

AWEEKaftertheSupremeCourt
calledoutprivatehospitalsonthe
COVID-19 treatment cost, two
major associations representing
such facilities have suggested a
capofRs35,000-68,000perday.
However,thisdoesnotincludead-
ditionalcostof‘high-end’testsand
medicines, aswell as treatment
forthosewithco-morbidities.
Whiletheseratesarenotbind-

ing,theAssociationofHealthcare
Providers of India (AHPI) and
FederationofIndianChambersof
Commerce and Industry (Ficci)
aresubmittingsuggestionstothe
centralandstategovernments.
Major private hospitals, in-

cludingApolloHospitals, Fortis
Healthcare, Dr LHHiranandani,
PDHindujaandKalinga Institute
ofMedical Sciences, are likely to
implementtheratessuggestedby
at leastoneof theseassociations,
TheIndianExpresshaslearnt.
AHPI has suggested various

ceiling rates, depending on the
typeoftreatment:fromRs15,000
per day for general ward to Rs
35,000perday if thepatient is in
theICUandonventilatorsupport.
The suggested rates include the
cost of basicmedicines, testing,
personal protective equipment
(PPE) and “all” other requiredel-
ements in the treatmentof apa-
tientwithout comorbidities or

complications unrelated to
COVID-19,saidAHPIdirectorgen-
eralDrGirdharGyani.However,it
willnotincludethecostof“high-
end” investigations,medicines
and treatment required for pa-
tientswithunderlyingconditions.
Ficcihaslistedproposedrates

according to the category of pa-
tient:whetherheisgovernment-
referred,payingoutofhispocket,
orwithinsurance.Dependingon
thesecategories,andwhetherthe
patientisadmittedinanisolation
ward or ICU (with orwithout a
ventilator), ithassuggestedacap
of Rs 13,600 -Rs 68,000per day.
Therates,basedonananalysisof
150actualCOVIDtreatmentcases
in "major" private hospitals, are
"indicative"andtheremaybein-
dividualvariationstotheextentof
5-10percent.
The rates suggested by FICCI

includemedicines, consumables
and“basic”diagnostics,butdon't
include treatment for patients
with comorbidities and the cost
of “highend”drugs. PPEs,which
it had earlier calculated to cost
aroundRs10,000perday,arealso
excluded.“Inthesedifficulttimes,
theprivatehealthcaresectorisdo-
ingitsbesttoservewithhighstan-
dardsofethics,transparency,pro-
fessional competency and
compassion,” said Dr Sangita
Reddy, Ficci president and Joint
MD,ApolloHospitalsGroup.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

Deloitte helped ITNL avoid disclosure
of contingent liability by tweaking
LOA: Grant Thornton forensic report

SUNNYVERMA
NEWDELHI,JUNE4

DESPITE A large chunk of the
AtmanirbharBharat package re-
lying on aggressive lending by
banks, the governmentdoesnot
seeanimmediateneedforequity
infusioninthepublicsectorbanks
(PSBs), as their capital to risk
weightedassetratio(CRAR)isex-
pected to stay above the regula-
tory requirements. Sources said
theFinanceMinistrybelievesthat
after series of capital infusion in
PSB s over the last three years,
their capital adequacy ratio, or
CRAR, is sufficient to absorb any
expansionincreditactivity.
“Atthispoint,evenifyoulook

attheRBIdata,itshowsthateven
in a severe stress scenario, the
banks’CRARwillonlygodownto
around10.1percentandtheBasel
normsare8percentforCRAR.So
our banks are adequately capi-
talised,”aseniorFinanceMinistry
officialtoldTheIndianExpress.
Many analysts argue that

banks, especially state-owned
ones,willneedsignificantequity

infusion in themedium termas
the economic slump resulting
fromtheimpactofCOVID-19can
potentially create a fresh set of
non-performingassets(NPAs).
However,thegovernmentbe-

lievesthatsincemuchofthelend-
ing is being supported by credit

guarantees,thereisnoriskoffresh
NPAs on that front. “With the
presentlevelofcapitalisation,they
can support credit growth in the
economy.Inanycase,alotoflend-
ing which has been recently
arrangedisbackedbyfullgovern-
ment credit guarantee, so their
creditrisksreduceaswell,”theof-
ficialsaid.Bankshaveenoughcap-
italavailabletosupportcreditex-
pansion, since growth came to a
standstill inthelasttwomonths.
With the lockdown hitting

bankingoperationsinApril,credit
growthtovarioussegments—in-
cluding priority sector, housing
loanandcreditcard—oftheecon-
omy has showed a contraction
duringthemonth.Whiletheover-
all non-food credit growth con-
tractedby1.2per cent, or Rs1.10
lakhcroretoRs91lakhcrore,loan
outstanding in thepersonal loan
segmentfellby2.50percenttoRs
24.90 lakh crore, a decline of
aroundRs63,000crore,asperthe
latestReserveBankof Indiadata.
Accordingtoarecentreportby

CreditSuisse,Indianstate-owned
and private sector banks may
need to raise $20billion in addi-

tionalcapital—$13billionand$7
billion, respectively — for in-
creasedprovisioningoverthenext
12monthsascreditqualityweak-
ens. Kotak Mahindra Bank is
among the private lenders that
have recently raisedcapital from
equitymarkets.
Banks are unlikely to face

problems for the next three
monthsasregulatoryrelaxations
— likemoratoriumon term loan
instalments—willprovidethema
breather till September in recog-
nising NPAs. Post September,
NPAs are likely to rise from the
currentlevelofRs10lakhcrore.
OnMay13, the government

hadannounced that emergency
credit facility of up to Rs 3 lakh
crorewill beprovidedtoMSMEs
havinguptoRs25croreoutstand-
ing loans and Rs 100 crore
turnover.Bankswillprovidethem
additional 20 per cent credit
backed by 100per cent govern-
mentguaranteeagainstthesecol-
lateralfreeloans.Afacilityofpro-
viding partial credit guarantee
was also announced to help
stressedMSMEsgetaccessfund-
ingfrombanks.

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI,JUNE4

ASURVEYbyAll IndiaManufact-
urers’Association(AIMO),inpart-
nershipwithnineother industry
bodies,hasshownthat72percent
ofmicro, small andmediumen-
terprises(MSMEs)areoftheview
that theywill definitely reduce
theirheadcounttogettheirbusi-
nessesontrack,whileonly14per

cent expect to continuewith the
existingheadcount.
Amongthecorporates,42per

centrespondedthat theywill re-
duceheadcount,whileonly18per
cent expect to continuewith the
existingworkforce.
TheAIMOsurvey,whichcom-

prises 46,525 responses from
MSMEs,self-employed,corporate
CEOs and employees,was con-
ducted online betweenMay 24
andMay30.

Salarypayments are another
major concern faced byMSMEs
alongwithcollectionofolddues,
flowofnewordersandEMIpay-
ments.Thesurveyshowedthat32
percentareworriedaboutsalary
payments, followedby concerns
overmanpowerwith20percent
vote share, and15percent share
eachfornewordersandsupplyof
rawmaterial.Thebiggestconcern
among self-employedwas their
ability to pay EMIs,with 36 per

cent stating theyhad issueswith
pendingcollectionsforworkdone
earlierandalsoreceiptofnewor-
ders andprofitable price for the
business.
Over 70 per cent loss of em-

ployment has already been
recorded in Delhi, Gujarat,
Rajasthan and Pune during the
lockdownagainst theCOVID-19
pandemic, as per a separate sur-
vey conducted by Azim Premji
University.

‘72% of MSMEs will cut headcount to get biz on track’

BRIEFLY
‘Amazonin
talkstobuy
stakeinAirtel’
NewDelhi:Amazon.com is
in early-stage talks tobuya
stakeworth at least $2 bil-
lion in telco Bharti Airtel,
sourcessaid. REUTERS

PetronetLNG
welcomes
PNGRBmove
NewDelhi:PetronetLNGon
Thursdaywelcomed a PN-
GRB clarification that any
entitycansetupanLNGsta-
tion in any Geographical
Area(GA)oranywhereelse,
even if it is not the autho-
risedentityforthatGA.

SCIpostsPAT
of`113.75crin
Jan-Marperiod
NewDelhi:ShippingCorpor-
ation of India Ltd (SCI) has
reportedanetprofitaftertax
(PAT) of Rs 113.75 crore for
thequarterendedMarch31,
2020. ENS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JUNE4

INDIA’S UNEMPLOYMENT rate
inched lower to 5.8 per cent in
2018-19 (July-June) from6.1per
cent a year ago, the Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS) re-
leasedbytheMinistryofStatistics
andProgrammeImplementation
(MoSPI)onThursdayshowed.
Unemployment rate, how-

ever, rose among Scheduled
Castesto6.4percentfrom6.3per
cent, and forScheduledTribes to
4.5percentfrom4.3percent.But
unemploymentrateamongOther
BackwardClassesinchedlowerto
5.9percentfrom6percent.
In 2018-19, unemployment

rate for youth in the15-29years
age bracketmoderated but re-
mainedhigh at 17.3 per cent, as
against 17.8 per cent a year ago.
Unemployment rate amongur-
banyouthwashigherthantheall-
Indianumber at 20.2per cent as
against 20.6 per cent a year ago.
Themale-female split showed

that unemployment rate for ur-
ban females remained higher
thantheall-Indianumberat25.7
percentin2018-19,butwaslower
than27.2percentin2017-18.
Unemploymentrateformales

moderatedto6percent in2018-
19 from6.2 per cent a year ago,
and that for females too inched

lowerto5.2percentfrom5.7per
cent. Unemployment rate in ur-
ban Indiaeasedmarginally to7.7
per cent in 2018-19 from7.8per
cent a year ago,while rural job-
lessnessinchedlowerto5percent
from5.3percent in2017-18.The
labour force participation rate
during 2018-19 rose to 37.5 per
centasagainst36.9percentinthe
previousyear,thesurveyshowed.
Based on literacy levels, un-

employment rate for persons
withsecondaryandaboveeduca-
tionlevelstoodat11percentdur-
ing 2018-19 as against 11.4 per
cent in 2017-18. Separately, the
quarterly report for urban areas
showedthat theunemployment
ratemoderatedto8.9percent in
April-June2019from8.9percent

ayearago.Theurbanunemploy-
ment rate, based on current
weeklystatus,hadstoodat9.3per
cent in January-March2019, 9.9
per cent in October-December
2018, 9.7 per cent in July-
September2018and9.8percent
inApril-June2018.
The survey was conducted

during July2018-June2019, cov-
ering1,01,579households(55,812
inruralareasand45,767inurban
areas)andsurveying4,20,757per-
sons (2,39,817 in rural areas and
1,80,940 in urban areas). The
MoSPI said themethodology re-
mains the sameasPLFS2017-18
and the results arenot compara-
blewithresultsofearlierEmploy-
mentUnemployment Survey of
2011-12andearlieryears.

MoSPIRELEASESPERIODICLABOURFORCESURVEYFOR2018-19 INTERVIEWWITHDABUR INDIALTDCHAIRMAN

THECOVID-19pandemicanden-
suing lockdown managed to
“wipeout” all thegainsmadeby
Dabur India Ltd in the earlier
monthsofthefourthquarter,said
the consumer goods company’s
chairman,AMITBURMAN. In an
interviewwithPRABHARAGHA-
VAN,hediscusseshowDaburhas
been overcoming these chal-
lengesandwhatthegovernment
can do to support the industry
duringthistime.Editedexcerpts:

HastheCOVID-19pandemic
andthesubsequentlockdown
affectedtheoperationsofyour
companyanditspersonnel?
Dabur India Ltd continued to

surgeforwardonitsgrowthtrack
through the first twomonths of
the fourth quarter of 2019-20,
withquarterly revenue fromop-
erations growingby4.5per cent
till February-end. However, the
exceptional event in the formof
the COVID-19 outbreak and the
resultant lockdownsignificantly
impactedourbusiness inMarch,
which wiped out all the gain
madeintheearliermonths.
The lockdowncaused severe

disruptions in our business and
broughtsalestoavirtualstandstill
inthesecondfortnightofMarch.
As the lockdown restrictions

easedgradually, Daburhasbeen
at the forefrontondeliveringau-
thentic ayurvedic solution.

Demandpatternshave changed
significantly,withconsumers in-
creasingly seeking ayurveda-
based interventions for boosting
theirimmunity.
Wearecurrentlyseeinga400

percentsurgeindemandforour

flagshipimmunityboosterDabur
Chyawanprashandan80percent
growthinDaburHoney.

Whataresomeofthebasic
aspectsonwhichthe
governmentcansupportyour
companyandtheindustry
duringthesetimes?
Companies continue to face

challenges, particularly in the
manufacturinghubs,withregards
tosourcingmanpower.Withmi-
grant workersmoving back to
theirvillages,theavailabilityofad-
equatemanpowerhasbecomea
serious issue, hampering scaling
up of production to pre-COVID
levels. We are increasing the
sourcingoflocalmanpowerfrom
nearby areas aroundourmanu-
facturingunitstomeetthegrow-
ingneedforworkmen.
The government should also

consider levyingauniform5per
centGST for the entire ayurveda
products andmedicines cate-
gories, comprising classical, pro-
prietaryandOTCproducts.

Whatareyourexpectationson
theperformanceofyour
companyandtheindustryin
thecurrentfinancialyear?
Thesituationisstill fluidandI

wouldnotbeinapositiontogive
anyguidancefor2020-21fiscal.

Full interviewon
www.indianexpress.com

UNLOCKINGTHE

ECONOMY
WISHLIST & ROADMAP

AN EXPRESS INTERVIEWSERIES

AMITBURMAN
CHAIRMAN
DABUR INDIA LTD

Thegovernment
should also consider

levying auniform5per
centGST for the entire
ayurvedaproducts and
medicines categories,
comprising classical,
proprietary andOTC
products

‘With migrant workers moving back
to their villages, availability of
manpower has become serious issue’

Theissuerelatesto
LOA/LOCissuedbyITNL
inordertohelp
borrowingattheSPV
levelforprojectsfacing
costoverrunsorthat
requiredbridgefunding

■ In2018-19,
unemploymentrate for
youth inthe15-29yearsage
bracketmoderatedbut
remainedhighat17.3per
cent,asagainst17.8percent
ayearago”

■Themale-femalesplit
showedthatunemployment
rateforurbanfemaleswas
higherthantheall-India
numberat25.7percentin
2018-19,butwaslowerthan
27.2percentin2017-18

UNEMPLOYMENTAMONGYOUTHMODERATES

Unemployment rate inchesdownto5.8%;
minor rise in joblessnessamongSCs,STs

THEGOVERNMENT’S
viewisthatPSBsdonot
requireanimmediateeq-
uityinfusionastheir
CRARismuchabovereg-
ulatoryrequirements.
Bankers,however, fear
thatariseinbadloans
latermaynecessitatefur-
therfundinfusion.

Mayneed
funds ifbad
loansrise

Atmanirbhar package: PSBs ‘adequately
capitalised’, unlikely to get fresh infusion

Private hospitals’ body,
Ficci propose caps on
COVID-19 treatment cost

New Delhi
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DIPR/2079/TENDER/2020 SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, SIPCOT, ChENNaI-8

For and on behalf of State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu Limited, sealed tenders are invited
under “Two Cover System” for the following work from Class-I State Level Contractors registered in State/Central or Quasi
Government Organisations having experience in similar nature of works. Tenders will be received upto 3.00 PM on 18.06.2020
and the same will be opened on the same day at 3.30 PM.

STATE INDUSTRIES PROMOTION CORPORATION OF TAMILNADU LIMITED
19-A, RUKMANI LAKSHMIPATHY ROAD, EGMORE, CHENNAI - 600 008.

CIN U74999TN1971SGC005967
Tender Notice NIT.No.12/CW/DO/T.No.15, 16 & 17/2020-21 Dt.03.06.2020.

Sl.
No Name of Work approx. value

of work EMD

1. Relaying of roads, desilting of drains and jungle clearance in SIPCOT Industrial Complex/Park at
Sriperumbudur, Bargur and Vallam Vadagal (Retender)

Rs.502.00 lakhs Rs.2,61,000/-

2. Formation of link roads and providing High Mast lights in SEZ area at SIPCOT Industrial Growth Centre/Park
at Perundurai and Oragadam (Retender)

Rs.262.00 lakhs Rs.1,41,000/-

3. Providing Barbed wire fencing, high mast light, truck park and construction of compound wall at SIPCOT
Industrial Growth Centre/Park/Complex at Irungattukottai, Perundurai and Bargur (Retender)

Rs.300.00 lakhs Rs.1,60,000/-

EMD in the form of DD in favour of SIPCOT Ltd., payable at Chennai.
The tender Schedule can be Downloaded at free of cost from the website: www.tenders.tn.gov.in and www.sipcot.in

Short term Tender notice

Municipal Corporation Kota (Rajasthan)
Rajeev Gandhi Bhawan Dushera Ground Kota

Tel Ph.No.: 0744-2500197, email: nnkota@gmail.com website: www.kotamc.org

No:- NNK/GENERAL/2020/440-454 Date: 04.06.2020

CORRIGENDUM-V
The e-Tender number 53/2019-20 and e-tender notice number NNK/General/2020/21258-
264 Date 12.03.2020 was issued by Municipal Corporation Kota on 12.03.2020. Due to
covid-19 Revised E-Tender time Schedule are as follows which can be kindly seen for
reference on www.sppp.raj.nic.in http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, www.kotamc.org.

Other condition will remain the same.

S.
No.

Particular Before After

1 Period of on-line
availability/receiving of Bidding
Documents (Start/End Date)

12.03.2020 to
04.06.2020 (upto 6.00

PM)

12.03.2020 to
22.06.2020

(upto 6.00 PM)

2 Submission of original Banker’s
Cheque/ Demand Draft for Bid
Document cost, Bid Security, Bid
Processing Fee & other documents
listed herein after

05.06.2020
(upto 2.00 PM)

23.06.2020
(upto 2.00 PM)

3 Date & Time of technical Bid
opening

05.06.2020
(6.00 PM)

23.06.2020 (4.00 PM)

Sd/-
Commissioner

Municipal Corporation Kota

QdÃf¯ffa¨f»f d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f
d³f¦f¸f d»f., IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f A²feÃf¯f
Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f

¸f¯OX»f, d¨fÂfIcYMX, A»´fIYf»fe³f BÊX-
d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ffEa A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ õfSf
d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¹fÊ I û I Sf¹fZ ªff³fZ WZ°fb BÊ-
d³fd½fQf Af¸fd³Âf°f I e ªff°fe W`Ü d½fÀ°fÈ°f
ªff³fI fSe E½fa d³f¹f¸f ½f Vf°fZË C.´fi. VffÀf³f I e
Afd²fI fdSI BÊ-´fiû¢¹fûS¸f`ÔM ´fûMÊ»f
https://etender.up.nic.in ´fS C´f»f¶²f
W`:- 1. BÊX-d³fd½fQf d½fdVf¿MXeIYSX¯f Àfa£¹ff-
17/SE/EDCCkt/2020-21:
IYf¹fÊ: d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f £f¯O, d¨fÂfIc M I e
Àfe¸ff³°f¦fÊ°f d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f C´f£f¯O-I ½feÊ
(´fi±f¸f) IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f Af³fZ ½ff»fZ 33/11
IZ ½fe d½fôb°f C´fIZ ³Qiû ÀfZ ´fûd¿f°f R eOSûÔ ¸fZÔ
Q`½fe¹f Af´fQf ÀfZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f ´fû»fûÔ E½fa »ffB³fûÔ
IZ A³fbSÃf¯f E½fa ¸fS¸¸f°f I f I f¹fÊÜ 2. BÊX-
d³fd½fQf d½fdVf¿MXeIYSX¯f Àfa£¹ff- 18/
SE/ EDCCkt/2020-21: IYf¹fÊ:
d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f £f¯O, d¨fÂfIc M I e
Àfe¸ff³°f¦fÊ°f d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f C´f£f¯O-I ½feÊ
(dõ°fe¹f) IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f Af³fZ ½ff»fZ 33/11
IZ ½fe d½fôb°f C´fIZ ³QiûÔ ÀfZ ´fûd¿f°f R eOSûÔ ¸fZÔ
Q`½fe¹f Af´fQf ÀfZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f ´fû»fûÔ E½fa »ffB³fûÔ
IZ A³fbSÃf¯f E½fa ¸fS¸¸f°f I f I f¹fÊÜ 3. BÊX-
d³fd½fQf d½fdVf¿MXeIYSX¯f Àfa£¹ff- 19/
SE/EDCCkt/2020-21: IYf¹fÊ:
d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f £f¯O, Sfªff´fbS I e Àfe¸ff³°f¦fÊ°f
d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f C´f£f¯O-Sfªff´fbS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f
Af³fZ ½ff»fZ 33/11 IZ ½fe d½fôb°f C´fIZ ³QiûÔ ÀfZ
´fûd¿f°f R eOSûÔ ¸fZÔ Q`½fe¹f Af´fQf ÀfZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f
´fû»fûÔ E½fa »ffB³fûÔ IZ A³fbSÃf¯f E½fa ¸fS¸¸f°f
I f I f¹fÊÜ 4. BÊX-d³fd½fQf d½fdVf¿MXeIYSX¯f
Àfa£¹ff- 20/ SE/EDCCkt/2020-
21: IYf¹fÊ: d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f £f¯O, Sfªff´fbS
I e Àfe¸ff³°f¦fÊ°f d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f C´f£f¯O-¸fD
IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f Af³fZ ½ff»fZ 33/11 IZ ½fe d½fôb°f
C´fIZ ³QiûÔ ÀfZ ´fûd¿f°f R eOSûÔ ¸fZÔ Q`½fe¹f Af´fQf
ÀfZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f ´fû»fûÔ E½fa »ffB³fûÔ IZ A³fbSÃf¯f
E½fa ¸fS¸¸f°f I f I f¹fÊÜ WXÀ°ff./- A²feÃf¯f
Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f ¸f¯OX»f
d¨fÂfIcYMX, ´fÂffaIY-193/
d½f.d½f.¸fa.d¨f./d³fd½fQf ´fiIYfVf³f/ 2019-
20, dQ³ffaIY 04.06.2020

IRRIGATION AND FLOOD
CONTROL DEPARTMENT
GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI

SHORT TERM
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

The Executive Engineer, Civil Division
No. XIV, l&FCD invites on behalf of the
President of India, online tender for the
following work:
NIT No. EE/CD-XIV/NIT/04/2020-21
Percentage Rate
HOA: (2711 Revenue Section)
Name of work:- Deployment of Boats
and supply of professionals at various
sites from Badarpur to Jaitpur during the
flood season in river Yamuna including
Ganesh Chaturthi, Kartik Snan,
Vishwakarma day, Durga Pooja, Chhat
Pooja and Independence day festival at
various sites in river Yamuna and other
sites for the year 2020-21. Estimated
cost: Rs. 1,84,01,426/- & Earnest
Money: Rs. 3,68,029/- Period of
completion: One Year, Last date & time
of submission of tender: upto 3:00 PM,
on 08.06.2020. (Tender ID
2020_IFC_191169_1 ).
Tender forms and other details can be
obtained from the website
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

DIP/Shabdarth/0064/20-21

New Delhi
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HYDERABADOPENCANCELLED
The Hyderabad Open badminton tournament, scheduled to be
held in August, was on Thursday cancelled by the sport's world
governing body in view of the COVID-19 pandemic, days after the
unveiling of a revised calendar. The tournament was to be held
from August 11 to 16.

CROSSWORD4136

ACROSS
1 Is inclinedtomakecharges
(5)

4 Castpieout, though itwon’t
gobad(7)

8 Foolwhodoubles in fora
killer (3)

9 Agoodrestorderedfor the
benefitof theplayers
(5,4)

10 Ranfastbutwas injured
havinghit the front (7)

11 Bird that isbelowpar
(5)

13 Hempisused inmakingthis
jacket (6)

15 Linesofpoetryormusic
(6)

18 I’milluminatedroundthe
edge(5)

19 Put into liquidation(7)
21 Actaboutnow(9)
23 Takeacourse (3)
24 Isagoodmanable togeta
game?(7)

25 Followdirections,girl (5)

DOWN
1 Paid informer (7)
2 Lear’swrysmile isbrightand
penetrating (5,4)

3 Silas showsfibrewhen in
trouble
(5)

4 Amaleanda female (6)
5 Atremendous task for
climbers thedaybeforea
holiday(7)

6 To love inexcess (3)
7 Swear there’snothingoutof
theway(5)

12 She instructsandhercharges
aresmall
(9)

14 Valuesseemset forachange
(7)

16 Possibly respectasignof
authority (7)

17 Cameintochangethe
pictures (6)

18 Cyrilmakesupasong(5)
20 Capitalwear forabishop(5)
22 Pegmayputsafety first (3)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Youhavetoomany
chores tobeable to
doeverything.This
maywellbe the

perfect timetooff-loadcertain
responsibilitiesandallow
others todecidehowsuch
mattersshouldbehandled.You
maynotbegoodatdelegating
essential jobs,but it’snever too
late to learn.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Thepast fewmonths
havesometimes
beenmentallyas
wellasphysically

exhausting.TheSunisnow
movingcloseenoughtoan
intriguingrelationshipwith
Pluto toremindyouthat, in
order toachieveyourgoals,
youmustspendasmuch
timeasyouneedonrest
andrecuperation.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Youreallydoseemto
havethewhip-hand,
but I suspect that
youareonlynowat

theverybeginningof aphase
whenyouwilldiscoveryour
truestrength.Donot throw
yourweightaround
prematurely.But, then, I am
sure Idon’thavetoremindyou
thatsubtlety is thebestpolicy.

CANCER(June22- July23)
There’s still avery
strongchancethat
something isgoing
tohappentomake

youfeelhurtorundermined.
However, there isnoreason
whyyoushouldreadanything
which isunintended into
chanceremarks. If you’renot
surewhatapartnermeans,
thensayso.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Peoplewhohave let
youdownmaynot
deservegood
treatment,but

neithershouldyourushto take
revenge.Afterall, firstyouhave
toascertain that theirmotives
werebad.Otherwiseyou
should justaccept thatmistakes
weremade. Donotallow
financial considerations tosway
youractions.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Theplanetswill add
adashof emotionto
yoursigntoday,
compellingyouto

faceupto long-forgotten
feelings.Onacompletely
mundane level, youshould
exertyourpowerathomeand
brooknoopposition.But
whether thatstrategyworksor
notwilldependonyoursense
of timing.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Mars is nowmaking
its aggressive
presence felt over a
part of your chart

concernedwith ethics,morals
and legal questions.
Youmay thereforewish to
make your views knownover
the comingweekor so, but I’d
advise younownot to
bend the rules—at least, not
too far.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Youarehavinga
reminderofwhat
happenedthree
months’ agoanda

tasteofwhat is likely to take
place inabout threemonths’
time.Don’t fall into thetrapof
imaginingthat this isyour last
chance, regardlessofwhether
yourconcern isprivate
orprofessional.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
TheMoon’s
emotional passage
throughyour solar
chart canbe

confused, and your precise
intentions are not always easy
to pin down. Youmaybe
critical of low standards,
which is fine, but alsomuch
too fussy,which is not. Be
tolerant of other people’s
little foibles.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Beforeyouexplore
newpossibilities,do
investigate the
ethicalalternatives.

Itmightbethat there’sabetter
waytodothings.Also, checkup
tosee if anoverseascontactora
foreign friendhassomethingto
offer. If it’sadviceyou’reafter,
womenmaybeabetterbet
thanmen.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Youappear tobe
moreconcerned
aboutyourshort-
termhappiness than

aboutothers’ feelingsbut,quite
honestly, it ishightimethat
certainpeoplestopped relying
onyou.Getyourpriorities
straightassoonasyoucan,and
thenat leastpartnerswillbe
able todecidewhether to
supportyouornot.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Newplanetary
alignmentsare
boundto leadyou
alongstrangeand

excitingpaths.Youcanafford to
beoptimistic socially, and
organisewhatevermeetings
will enableyoutoappreciate
your friendsto the full.Younger
ormoreexperienced friends
mightset thepace.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Icouldn’t__for___,soIwentaheadwithoutit.—JonathanWinters (4,.,7)

SOLUTION:MAIZE,SASSY,TOUCAN,COBWEB
Answer:Icouldn’twaitforsuccess,soIwentaheadwithoutit.—JonathanWinters

MZAEI MUTISM

ANOCTU BBEOCW

SolutionsCrossword4135:Across: 1Father’sDay,8Beryl,9Latimer,10Apostle,11
Sonic,12Kitbag,14Astrid,17Puffs,19Elector,21Control,22Gains,23Easy
manner.Down:2Airport,3Helot,4Relief,5Detests,6Yemen,7Procedures,8Blank
space,13Asserts,15Ratline,16Bedlam,18Fence,20Eggon.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

NIHALKOSHIE
NEWDELHI, JUNE4

WITH THE Athletics Federation of India
(AFI) nominating its deputy chief coach

Radhakrishnan
Nair for the
Dronacharya
award, the debate
over rewards and
recognition for
foreign coaches of
India’s interna-
tional medallists
has kicked up
again. Nair has

‘hand-heldmanyathletesandcoachesover
the past few years’, AFI president Adille
Sumariwalla (in pic) said in a statement,
which added that the 61-year-old is the
‘only Indian to complete an International
Coaching Enrichment Certificate
Programme by the International Olympic
Committeewithhonours’.
In an interview to The Indian Express,

Sumariwalla makes a case for Nair, who
counts among his trainees star javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra. Nair has also
worked as chief coach of the Republic of
Maldives from 1998 to 2001, was a coach
withthe IndianAirForceandholdsaLevel-
V IAAF coachingdiploma. Excerpts:

Thenominationdocuments submitted
to the sportsministry saysNair first
spottedandalso trainedNeeraj Chopra
at thenational camp.But foreign
coacheswereat thehelmwhenChopra
won internationalmedals.
When it comes to talent identification

in recent times, he (Nair) has spotted the
threebest talents in thecountry.HimaDas,
NeerajChopraand(VK)Vismaya.He found
Neeraj Chopra in 2015, he trained Neeraj
foroneyear,Neerajwas fifthat theNational
Games in 2015. He threw 73 metres,
Radhakrishnan trained him and in March
2016, he threw 83 metres (82.23m).
Radhakrishnanwas the onewho asked us
to get coach (late) Gary Calvert and he
handed Neeraj to Calvert. (Calvert was
coachwhen Chopra becameWorld Junior
Champion in 2016).
This is thegreatnessof acoach.Hecould

have held onto Neeraj. He didn’t have to

bring Calvert. There was a 10 to 11-metre
improvement in a year when
Radhakrishnan coached Neeraj. He said
that Neeraj has a chance at the Olympics,
so letus findagoodcoach fromabroadand
he forcedAFI to get Calvert.

SocoachNairknowshis limitations.
Doeshedeserveanomination for that?
Thereareathleteswhocouldhavewon

a medal at the Olympic Games if a coach
hadn’t held onto them. But still you gave
those coachesaDronacharyaeven though
welostamedal. I’mnotsurewhether those
athletes did well because of them or in
spite of them.Here is amanwho is saying
‘get thebestcoachyoucanget intheworld’.
He says ‘I am the best in India, but if there
is somebodybetter in theworld,weshould
get him’. There are other coacheswho are
selfish to the core. There are examples of
coaches who have produced one athlete
butneverproducedanotherathletebefore
or after who could win even a national
medal. There are so many coaches who
havegot theawardonthebasisof oneath-
lete. What do you want to give
Dronacharya for? It is foracoachwhofinds
talent, a coach who nurtures talent and a
coach who at the right time gives the tal-
ent to amore specific coach.

ChoprahasbeencoachedbyCalvert,
UweHohnandDrKlausBartonietz.
Whyhasn’the trainedmorewithNair?
If Radhakrishnan had not introduced

Neeraj to Calvert, he would have stayed
with Radhakrishnan in the camp. People
like Uwe Hohn and Calvert have worked
with athletes who have thrown 85-plus
metres. Radhakrishnan has not worked
with an athlete who has thrown 85-plus
metres. So it is his greatness that he told
Neeraj to go to such a coach. Nobody will
give up their athlete and send them to an-
othercoach,especiallywhentheyknowthe
guy is so good and talented. If he had con-
tinuedwithRadhakrishnan,hewouldhave
still thrown85to86metres.Neerajwasal-
ready throwing 83 metres with
Radhakrishnan. He would have won
Commonwealth as well as Asian Games
medal. You would have to give
Radhakrishnan theDronacharya.

Is theAFI givinghimcredit for spotting
HimaDasandVKVismayaand training
themtoo?
WhenHimaDasrantheOpenNationals

in 2017, Radhakrishnanwent to her coach
and convinced him that she should join
the camp. He got her shifted from the
200metres to the 400metres and Galina

(Bukharina, foreigncoach)hadjoinedusby
then. He spotted Vismaya at a university
meet, and brought her to the camp. Today,
Vismaya is the No.1 400 metre
runner.He foughtwithus to includeher in
the camp. Back then, shewas thin and no-
body was sure if she would be able to run
fast enough.

So if Nairhashelped improve the
performanceof the relay teamasAFI
says,whydoyouappoint someone like
GalinaBukharina?
Coaching is only the physical part. But

you have to keep a team together. There is
a whole support system which Radha-
krishnangives them.Hesitswith theplan-
ning team, he ensures they get everything
they need, they get the masseur, they get
the physio, they get the doctor. He holds
them together. Galina or Uwe Hohn, or
whoever is only spending those two-three
hours on the track with them. The rest of
the operation is done by whom? All the
planning... where they will go and train,
wheretheywillcompeteisdonebycoaches
like Radhakrishnan. Why did we give JS
Saini (1997) theaward?Wegave itbecause
he worked with the team. I want to know
who the critics are andwho do they think
deserves theDronacharya award?

CubanboxingcoachBI Fernandezwas
awarded theDronacharya in2012?
Didn’t theAFI thinkof nominatingone
of the foreigncoacheswhohave
coached Indianathletes to
internationalmedals?
No, we didn’t consider nominating a

foreigncoach.Fernandezstayed in India for
two decades and deserves a Dronacharya
because he brought it (boxing) up from
nothing. He got you an Olympic medal in
boxing. It was all his work, he deserves
Dronacharya. Fernandez has not coached
one boxer, he has created the whole sys-
tem which Radhakrishnan is doing.
Radhakrishnan is creating thousands of
coaches.Hehas trainednearly1,000Level-
1coachesandclose to100Level-2coaches.
YouhavetogivehimadoubleDronacharya
andnotasingleDronacharyabecausehe is
now increasing the knowledge base of
other coaches.
Today, he works with every single

throwsgroup,whether it iswiththe javelin
group or any other group. Hewas the per-
son who pushed for a foreign high-per-
formance director. He was the high-per-
formance director but wanted somebody
with better knowledge. He could have
savedthepost forhimself andsaid, ‘Iamthe
high-performancedirectorandIdon’tneed
anybody aboveme’.

Across sports, Indiansget the
DronacharyaAwardwhen in reality
foreigncoacheshavemade the
difference inmost cases. Isn’t that
unfair?
ADronacharyawillhavenovaluewhen

a foreign coach returns home after four to
five years. For an Indian coach, it is a mat-
ter of great pride and honour and it moti-
vates them. Foreign coaches get huge
amountsofmoney. Indiancoachesarepaid
one-tenth of what a foreign coach is paid
andthatdemotivates them.Therefore, Iam
againstgivingsuchanationalawardto for-
eigners (exceptionbeingFernandez)and it
should be for Indian nationals. Remember
thatathleteshavecomeupthroughoursys-
tem,which people like Radhakrishnan are
responsible for creating. Foreign coaches
are doing only the polishing (of talent).
Todayinthewholelist, thereisnobodywho
deserves the award more than
Radhakrishnan.

IN THE official document submitted to
theministryofsports,deputychiefcoach
Radhakrishnan Nair has been credited
withspottingIndia’smostpromisingath-
lete,javelinthrowerNeerajChopra,train-
ing him at the national camp and also
contributing in improving the perform-
anceof the4x400mwomen’srelayteam
and training two of its key runners VK
Vismaya andHimaDas, the 2018 junior
worldchampion in the400metres.
Nair has been in the national set-up

since2013but foreigncoacheshavebeen
atthehelm,coachingChopraandtherelay
teams,whentheyhavewoninternational
medals.WhenChoprawontheworldjun-
iorgoldmedal(86.48metres)in2016,itwas
thelateAustralian-bornGaryCalvertwho
washiscoach.UweHohn,theonlymanto

throwthejavelinover100metres,coached
Choprawhenhewongoldmedals at the
CommonwealthGamesandAsianGames.
When Chopra joined the senior na-

tional camp for the first time inMarch
2015, he trained on his own as he was
self-taught. Fromtimeto timeat thena-
tionalcamp,bothKashinathNaik,a2010
Commonwealth Games bronzemedal-
list in the javelin throw, andNair guided
him.Ayearlater,heequalledthenational
record (82.23m)at theSAFGames.
Russian-bornGalinaBukharina,who

joinedthe Indiancontingent threeyears
ago,trainedbothVismayaandHimaonce
theyjoinedthenationalcamp.Bukharina
was in-charge when the women’s
4x400m relay team, which included
VismayaandHima,wongoldatthe2018
Asian Games. The men’s relay team
which took silver at the Asiadwas also
coachedbyBukharina.

NIHALKOSHIE

The complexities of finding the real Dronacharya

‘Awardsmotivate Indians, foreignersgethugemoney’

RadhakrishnanNairhasbeen
creditedwithspotting javelin
throwerNeerajChopra.

Yuvraj faces
police probe
over ‘casteist
remark’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JUNE4

THEHARYANA Police has initiated a probe
against former India cricketer Yuvraj Singh
afteralawyercomplainedagainsthisalleged
“casteist remarks”againstDalits.
Hansi-based lawyer Rajat Kalsan has

lodgedacomplaintwith local police alleging
that Yuvraj had passed a casteist remark
againstDalits.HansiSuperintendentofPolice
Lokender Singh told The Indian Express that
theyhadreceivedthecomplaintonMay2.“We
are investigating thematter. Butnothinghas
beendecidedsofar.NoFIRhasbeenregistered
yet,” he said. Kalsanalleged thatYuvraj, dur-
inga InstagramLivewithIndiacricketerRohit
Sharma,hadmadetheremarkwhilereferring
toanotherplayer.“Thiscommenthashurtthe
sentimentsofDalitsasmillionsofpeoplehave
watched this videoon socialmedia,” Kalsan
saidinthecomplaintwhileurgingSPHansito
lodgeanFIRagainstYuvrajandarresthim.
Kalsan told this paper that a DSP-level

officer had registered his statement under
Section 161 of the CrPC onWednesday. “I
had also submitted a DVD containing con-
troversial remarks in support of my com-
plaint. The investigatorswatched this DVD
onWednesday,”saidKalsanwhilereferring
totheshortclipthathasgoneviralonsocial
media. The Indian Express tried to get in
touchwithYuvraj buthedid respond.

A lawyerhasallegedYuvrajSinghmade
casteist remarksagainstDalits.

New Delhi



■ ABHISHEK PATHAK

The world today has been rendered
helpless by the novel coronavirus
disease (COVID-19). The disease

has posed a cruel choice to the world –
the society or the economy. Many coun-
tries accepted the pandemic as a chal-
lenge and responded in a comprehensive
manner. Those that didn’t were mauled
by its devastating impact.People stood by
their chosen governments and showed
faith in the measures taken by the re-
spective heads of states.Though the pan-
demic is still wreaking its havoc, how-
ever, what is worth observing is the
resolve of the people and the govern-
ments all over the world. True, the eco-
nomic loss and dip in the financial health
of countries is mammoth and unsur-
passable in many aspects, however, ac-
cepting the problem and acting on it
proactively is something that many
countries failed to do so. These are the
rich economies that at the first place did-
n’t accept the problem, in turn, delaying
their response to the pandemic.

With a population of 1.38 billion and a
fragile healthcare infrastructure, India is
still at a grave risk if punitive measures
are not taken seriously. In the past, the
country has been the hotbed of many
epidemics. In fact, the Spanish Flu of
1918 decimated between 50 and 100
million lives worldwide — possibly more
than both world wars combined — with
India being severely affected by it. The
Spanish Flu wiped out 6% of India’s en-
tire population at the time.So, in a sense,
the fear of COVID-19 in India is not un-
found,given the present circumstances.

Moreover,on March 14, in an apparent
jibe at the Indian governance system,
British economist Jim O'Neill said,
“Thank God this didn’t start in some-
where like India, because there’s ab-
solutely no way that the quality of Indian
governance could move to react in the
way that the Chinese have done, that’s
the good side of the Chinese model….”
On the contrary, the Indian government
has been able to curtail the spread of the
disease to a large extent,with the exten-
sive support of the citizens in following
the nationwide lockdown religiously.The
resolve of the people to stay behind
closed doors show massive faith in the
government’s decision.Clearly,people of
India deserve applauds for their efforts
in making the lockdown successful de-
spite of all the worldly problems that
they faced during this time,especially the

migrant workers.
On similar lines, think what could

such a resolve and response would have
done to sort out the country’s critical en-
vironmental woes, especially air pollu-
tion? The answer lies in the acceptance
of this problem.The fact is that most of us
don’t see environmental pollution as a
problem at all, as we don’t see people
dying daily just as the case is with
COVID-19. We don’t see daily news or
reports on the harmful effects of pollu-
tion on our health,or the fact that every
year nearly 1.2 million people die be-
cause of air pollution alone. People find
it hard to believe that pollution can ac-
tually kill. Consider how rampant is air
pollution in our country when 15 out of
the world’s top 20 polluted cities are in
India. In fact, environmental pollution is
a silent killer, affecting our lungs and
causing serious respiratory ailments es-
pecially in the elderly and children.

Dealing with environmental issues is
an onerous task, given the manifold
constraints that it encompasses. How-
ever, there is a serious need to deal with
this harsh reality in a profound manner
before it’s too late to do so.The Central
Government and state governments
need to take collaborative efforts along
with the civil society and industries to
address the issues related to environ-
mental challenges. Like in the present
crisis of COVID-19,states should be held
accountable to enforce measures and
initiatives to put an impetus in their ef-
forts to reduce pollution.

The need is to understand and shoul-
der the responsibilities that each one of
us has towards Mother Nature. The
economy is important but so is the need
to understand the carrying capacity of
Nature. The pandemic has exposed all
the myths and realities regarding our
developmental agendas and has ren-
dered us vulnerable in every aspect. Ex-
pansion of economies has to be hand in
hand keeping in view the environmental
constraints in mind and not meddling
with them in any way.

The onus of protecting and conserving
our environment lies on us, just like it
does currently for the abatement of
COVID-19. Every year on June 5, the
world comes together to observe ‘World
Environment Day’ to promote and en-
courage environmental responsibility
and the conservation of natural re-
sources.Though the pollution in our river
systems and air has abated for now, it is
going to return to haunt us again if we

don’t pay heed to the lessons learnt from
the corona crisis – there has to be a joint
effort at all levels in combating the envi-
ronmental pollution rather than in-
dulging in blame games, otherwise we
might soon come face to face with an en-
vironmental pandemic of sorts.

*ADVERTORIAL An initiative by

* ( READ. ENGAGE. DELIVER.) IS THE MARKETING SOLUTIONS TEAM OF THE INDIAN EXPRESS GROUP

WITH THE vision of establishing
a Green society, Being Green is
an NGO working to alleviate

the stresses on our environment caused
by rampant deforestation, air pollution,
and other man made environmental
hazards. The NGO works in the field of
tree plantations, child education, solar
awareness and community service.
“The simplest initiative an individual
can take for our planet is just planting a
tree”, says Pankaj , Founder of Being
Green.

Believing in the mantra of ‘Act Green
for a better tomorrow’, Being Green
NGO conducts tree plantation drives
and other initiatives in Delhi-NCR to in-
crease the awareness regarding envi-
ronmental concerns in India. The NGO
educates children and people regard-
ing the degradation of our environment
and the ways to overcome this. They
also stress on the need to use the nat-
ural resources properly without wast-
ing them.This NGO is continuously en-
gaged in positively transforming the

people’s attitude and behavior towards
Mother Nature.

The NGO conducts tree plantation
drives through CSR activities of corpo-
rate companies. They have also con-
ducted these drives in many schools,
colleges and parks of Delhi-NCR. They
recently completed the plantation of
3000 trees in partnership with a big cor-
porate in various areas of Janakpuri, Ro-
hini and PaschimVihar.This tree planta-
tion event was attended by many
school-going kids as well. In Najafgarh

also, they conducted a similar drive in
collaboration with a likeminded corpo-
rate.

Apart from this, Being Green con-
ducts special classes for children of the
labor community. This special initiative
aims at providing learning opportuni-
ties to these children so that they can
have a better life in future. The NGO
also organizes relief camps for people
displaced due to floods or earthquakes
And during corona pandemic situation.

www.beinggreens.org

OXYGEN IN COVID
TREATMENT IS RE-
QUIRED UN-DIS-
RUPTED. MEDO-MED-
ICAL OXYGEN
GENERATOR IS A SOLU-
TION DEVELOPED BY
ABSSTEM TO MAKE IN-
DIA OXYGEN SUFFI-
CIENT & IT HAS ALSO
COME AS THE SAVER
FOR THE ENVIRON-
MENT.

Supporting India’s
global climate pledge to
lower down annual carbon
footprints has been well
taken up by the Absstem
through its advanced med-
ical oxygen generation sys-
tem.Absstem started 3
years back having a vision
in heart to empower India
and make an #Atmanirbhar
Bharat.Their sustained ef-
forts for each process in-
volved in the manufactur-
ing of the system as well as
when the oxygen plant is in
operation are proofs to-
wards reducing carbon
footprints.

MEDO runs 100% on
electricity, exhaust gases
are 100% cleaned with in-
let air filtration at the start,
eliminates daily trans-
portation requirement of
oxygen delivery, designed
for an extended lifetime of
operation, optimized raw
material sourcing and eco-
manufacturing makes a
strong stand in contribu-
tion towards our country’s
carbon/co2 emission re-
duction and vows to re-
duce more
GHG in future through
other technological
advancements.

www.absstem.com,
medo@absstem.com

Working Towards a Greener Society

Time has come to shift our focus to maintain a fine balance between our economic progress and
ecological stability, if we are to avert an environmental pandemic of sorts in future

A Delicate Balance
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