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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
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BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

Fix uniform
policy on
movement
within NCR,
SC to states

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday asked the govern-
ments of Delhi, Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana to hold a meeting
with the Centre to evolve a com-
mon policy on allowing inter-
state movement in the National
Capital Region (NCR).

Underlining that there
should be a consistent policy for
the NCR, a bench of Justices
Ashok Bhushan, S K Kaul and
M R Shah asked the states to try
and find a common programme
and portal within a week.

The court was hearing a pe-
tition filed by Rohit Bhalla, a
Gurgaon-based entrepreneur,
who sought to declare as uncon-
stitutional the measures im-
posed by the Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and Delhi administra-
tions, which purportedly restrict
movement for permissible
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RS polls heat
up in Gujarat:
Two Cong
MLAS resign

MANOJCG &ADITIRAJA
NEW DELHI, VADODARA,
JUNE 4

ELECTIONS FOR 18 Rajya Sabha
seats, which will be held on June
19 to mark resumption of polit-
ical activity after the Covid lock-
down, heated up Thursday with
two Congress MLAs resigning in
Gujarat.

The development is a setback
to the party's hopes of winning
two out of four seats in Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s home
state, especially after the resig-
nation of five other MLAs in
March. A similar situation in MP,
just days before the lockdown
was imposed on March 24, had
led to the exit of senior leader
Jyotiraditya Scindia from the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

WORLD
ENVIRONMENT DAY

A RED initiative appears
in today’s edition of The
Indian Express. This
page is an initiative of
the marketing solutions
team of The Indian
Express Group for
Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board.

Modi-Morrison

A RED initiative appears
in today’s edition of

The Indian Express. This
page is an initiative of the
marketing solutions team
of The Indian Express
Group and contains
content paid for by
advertisers. This page
should be read as an
advertisement.

LIFE GOES ON, ALMOST

An ambulance driver stops for a shave after a trip to the Nigambodh Ghat crematorium in New Delhi on Thursday. Tashi Tobgyal

Unlockdown SOPs: 50% seats in

restaurants, food courts in malls

IRDAT’s Covid cover: Daily
cap of Rs 5,000 for room

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

RESTAURANT AND food courts
inmalls to operate at 50 per cent
seating capacity with a manda-
tory distance of six feet between
tables. No common prayer mats,
physical offerings like prasad, or
sprinkling of holy water, in
places of worship. Age and
health-based restrictions on
stepping out of home. Masks to
be mandatory, and the Aarogya
Setu app “advised” for all.
These are the key elements
of the Standard Operating
Procedures issued by the Union
Health Ministry Thursday for the
reopening of malls, religious
places, offices, restaurants and

hotels in the Covid Unlockdown
from June 8.

The SOPs, however, specify
thatall such establishments, ex-
cept those for medical or essen-
tial services, shall remain shutin
containment zones.

Apart from the mandatory

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Delhi last week: Every
fourth sample positive,
officials blame ‘laxity’

ABANTIKAGHOSH &
SOURAVROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

EVERY FOURTH sample tested re-
turned a positive result for the
novel coronavirus in Delhi last
week — positivity for a total cu-
mulative testing rate of 2,018 tests
per million population was 25.7%.

In some districts like North
East Delhi and South East Delhi,
where testing was lower than
the average for the city, the pos-
itivity rate was as high as more
than 38% — that is, two out of
every five samples tested —
came out positive.

The footprint of the infection
extends to all 11 districts of the
national capital. The highest
rates of positivity are in South
East Delhi (38.8% at 506 tests per
million) and North East Delhi

(38.6% at 517 tests per million),
followed by West Delhi (38% at
1,817 per million), North West
Delhi (36.7% at 1,334 tests per
million), and East Delhi (34% at
1,452 per million).

The fact that the two districts
with the lowest testing have the
highest positivity was discussed
at a review meeting Health
Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan had
with Delhi officials on Thursday.

Of the more than 23,500
cases in the city, as many as
10,228 — 43.34 per cent — have
emerged in the last 10 days.

Data released by the Health
Department in compliance with
a May 4 order of the Delhi High
Court show that since May 28 —
when the daily increase in case
numbers reached four figures —
the positivity rate has remained
above 17 per cent, and touched

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

GEORGE MATHEW
& SANDEEP SINGH
MUMBAI, NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

WITH THE case count rising
across the country, the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI) has unveiled a
standard individual Covid-19
product, under which room
charges have been capped at
Rs 5,000 per day, ICU charges
atRs 10,000 per day and quar-
antine charges at Rs 3,000 per
day, with a maximum sum in-

sured of Rs 5 lakh.

Whileit is a draft product for
now, and there may be some mi-
nor tweaks, the regulator has
asked general and health insur-
ers to ensure that this product is
compulsorily offered on or
before June 15.

Sources in the industry said
while the existing health insur-
ance policies cover Covid-19
treatment, the fresh IRDAI
guidelines and caps would be
limited to Covid-specific prod-
ucts that will be issued over the
next 10 days.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MODI-MORRISON VIRTUAL SUMMIT

India, Australia upgrade
strategic talks to Minister
level, as with US, Japan

L

Eye on China,
both sides outline
roadmap for
maritime ties

in Indo-Pacific

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

ELEVATING THE 2009 bilateral
Strategic Partnership to a
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership (CSP), India and
Australia Thursday decided to
upgrade the existing 2+2 dia-
logue between their Foreign and
Defence Secretaries to the
Ministerial level.

Thislends significant political
heft to the bilateral mechanism
and brings it on a par with the
2+2 ministerial level dialogues
India already has with the USand
Japan, the other members of the
Quadrilateral grouping.

“Our Foreign and Defence
Ministers will meetina ‘2+2’ for-
mat todiscuss strategic issues at
least every two years,” the joint
statement said after the first vir-
tual bilateral summit between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his Australian counterpart
Scott Morrison.

Officials said there was no
discussion on the ongoing ten-
sion along the India-China Line
of Actual Control (LAC) but with
an eye on Beijing, the two sides
announced a roadmap “for mar-
itime cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific region to harness oppor-
tunities and meet challenges
together as comprehensive
strategic partners”.

The two sides signed the
much-anticipated  Mutual
Logistics Support agreement,
which will allow use of each
other’s bases, and increase “mil-
itary inter-operability through

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

20% of India’s cases in Mumbai but
daily tests frozen at 4,000 all of May

TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA &
LAXMAN SINGH
MUMBAI, JUNE 4

WHILE THE central government
and health experts have been
pushing for aggressive testing,
Mumbai, which accounts for 20
per cent of India’s Covid-19 case
load, kept its testing numbers
almost stagnant in May.

The city tested between
4,000 and 4,200 daily, even as
the number of positive cases de-
tected rose steadily. Mumbai has
the capacity to carry out about
10,000 tests every day.

The city’s stagnant testing
numbers were in sharp contrast
to the daily testing figures for
Maharashtra as a whole, which
saw a 100 per cent jump over the
same period — from 7,237 testson
May 1 to 14,504 tests on May 31.

This suggests that as

Sanjay Nishad, a migrant worker, waiting at the Pune
Railway Station for a train to take him home to Sultanpur,
UP, in time to conduct the last rites of his 9-year-old
daughter who passed away Thursday morning. Pavan Khengre

Maharashtra increased its test-
ing capacity, all of the new test-
ing happened outside Mumbai.
This is surprising, given that the
problem is not as acute in other

districts of the state.

Mumbai and Pune together
account for 70 per cent of
Maharashtra’s case load. But as

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Prime Minister Modi during the virtual summit with his
Australian counterpart Scott Morrison. PTI

‘If LAC not marked soon,

build-up like on LoC likely’

MANAMAN SINGH CHHINA
CHANDIGARH, JUNE 4

IF THE Line of Actual Control is-
n’t delineated soon, it will re-
main vulnerable to face-offs and
India and China may end up de-
ploying more troops there, just
like itis on the LoC with Pakistan,
said Gen (retd) V P Malik who
was Chief of Army staff when the
Kargil intrusion took place in
1999. Gen Malik, who led the
Army in the successful eviction
of Pak troops, said, in an inter-
view to The Indian Express, that
anaggressive China, besides nib-
bling at Ladakh, could also at-
tempt to take control of
Karakoram Pass and the area be-
tween it and Shaksgam Valley
ceded to it by Pakistan.
Excerpts:

Doyou think the Chinese
posturing along LACis linked
to the action on Article 370,
creation of Union Territories of
J&Kand Ladakh, as also India’s
current dispute with Nepal?
When India abrogated

THE EXPRESS
NTERVIEW

WITH

V P MALIK

FORMER ARMY CHIEF

Article 370 and created Union
Territories of ] & K and Ladakh,
China called it "unacceptable.”
Development of infrastructure
along the Northern border, in-
cluding the road from
Pithoragarh to Lipulekh Pass, in-
dicatesIndia’s strategic intent to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

T CASES:

KEYSTATES

RECOVERED: 1,04,106 | DEATHS: 6,075
712 2’] 6,91 9 TESTS: 42,42,718 | DOUBLING RATE: 15.65™

T-DAYAVG.

cases Wednesday.
Fastest growing

among states with
top 5 case loads.

SURGEIN DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HRS | GROWTH | RATE™
mMaharashtra 74,860 2,560 3.98% | 18.07
m Gujarat 18,117 485 2.54% | 28.30
m Delhi 23,645 1,513 6.46% 1115
mTamil Nadu 25,872 1,286 4.85% | 14.85
mBihar 4,326 230 5.19% 13.88
mWest Bengal 6,508 340 6.49% 11.10

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days ** Calculated over 7-day growth
CONCERN CAUTION A GLIMMER

DELHI: 1,500+ TRIPURA: More PUNJAB: After rise

than 500 cases
now. Unlike rest of
NE, rise steady,
not sporadic.

Based on daily data by Centre, ICMR, state governments

in mid-May, growth
has slowed down.

Doubling in more

than 23 days now.
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RAAKHIJAGGA
LUDHIANA, JUNE 4

A GOVERNMENT school in
Mansa admitted 100 new stu-
dents this year, including at least
50 who switched over from pri-
vate institutions. Another state
school, in Bathinda, logged 800
new admissions, of which 500
were studying in private schools
earlier.

In all, the Punjab education
department recorded 1.65 lakh
new admissions in government
schools this year, raising its stu-
dent strength from 23,52,112 to
25,17,866. It's a record of sorts,
say officials, because the spike
last year was 5,350.

The reason? Teachers, par-
ents and the State Education
Minister point to the economic

distress triggered by the Covid
lockdown that has forced
dropouts from private schools
across the state.

Punjab has a total of 19,175
government schools. And ac-
cording to the Education
Department, the new admis-
sions were mostly to the pre-pri-
mary section where 65,192 more
students were enrolled, followed
by 37,599 in Class 2, 21,732 in
Class 11,and 27,851 in Class 12.

“Government school teach-
ers tell me that more parents
with children in private schools
are approaching them for admis-
sions,” Minister Vijay Inder
Singla told The Indian Express.

Singla attributes the num-
bers partly to “improved infra-
structure and teacher selection
process”. “But no doubt, Covid is
an additional factor this time.

Virtual classes for students on DD Punjabi. The Punjab education department recorded 1.65
lakh new admissions in government schools this year. Gurmeet Singh

EXPLAINED

May play out
elsewhere too

THE 1.65 lakh new admis-
sions in Punjab's govern-
ment schools point to a
larger picture: the eco-
nomic distress that the
pandemic has left in its
wake. With financial inse-
curity areality now, more
parents may be forced to
shift their children out of
private schools. This is a
trend that may play outin
other states too.

New Delhi

Pandemic forces dropouts from PPunjab private schools

Many parents decided to come
to our schools as they are under
financial distress,” he says.

The Minister's words find an
echo on the ground.

"Recently, a well-off busi-
nessman got his child admitted
inClass 9. Many parents here are
facing a financial crunch due to
the lockdown," says Arvind
Jindal, principal of the
Government Senior Secondary
School in Mansa district's Kotra.

Jagjit Walia, head teacher at
the primary school in Mansa city,
confirms “100 new admissions
of which 50 per cent have come
from private schools”. Officials in
Bathinda say over 62 per cent of
new admissions at the
Government Adarsh School have
made the switch.

Vijay Kumar, who runs a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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VIETNAM’S SHIVA LINGA DISCOVERY: MORE VALIDATION OF A ‘FARTHER INDIA’ PAST

The My Son temple complex where the Shiv lingam has been discovered, is one among the many
archaeological remnants in Southeast Asia that are testimony to the strong cultural, linguistic, and religious
links that have existed with India since the beginning of the Christian era.

EXPLAINED

RAJIV BAJAJ SPEAKS
TO RAHUL GANDHI

Many businessmen are
scared of speaking, said
Bajaj

WHAT’S THE ESSENTIAL
COMMODITIES ACT?

The government can
control production and
supply of a commodity

EXPRESS

How people returning
to states is affecting
plans to tackle Covid-19

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

We speak with our correspondents from
different states on the pressure the return
of thousands is putting on the handling of

the Covid-19 pandemic

FROMPAGE ONE

India, Australia
upgrade
strategic ties to
minister level

defence exercises.” India has such
agreements with US, France,
Singapore and South Korea.

Ahead of the talks, Modi said
that the bedrock of deepening
India-Australia ties are “shared
values, shared interests, shared
geography and shared objec-
tives.” He said that, in recentyears,
cooperationand coordination be-
tween the two countries have
picked up momentum.

Morrison said, "We are com-
mitted to an open, inclusive and
prosperous Indo-Pacific, and
India's role in that region. Our re-
gion will be critical in the years
ahead.”

"The relationship we are
forming around those issues on
our maritime domain, I think, is
the platform for so many other
things between our countries," he
said.

While there was no specific
proposal on Australia joining the
Malabar exercises, both sides
agreed to continue to “deepen
and broaden defence coopera-
tion” by enhancing the scopeand
complexity of their military exer-

cises to address shared security
challenges.

Referring to the ongoing de-
bate over World Health
Organisation’srole in dealing with
the Covid pandemic, the state-
ment said that both sides will re-
flect on the recommendations of
the ongoing independent evalu-
ation of the international re-
sponse.

“We will work together to
strengthen international institu-
tions to ensure they are inclusive
and rules-based,” the statement
said.

On the bilateral effort to fight
the pandemic, they said that they
were committed to a new phase
of the Australia-India Strategic
Research Fund to promote inno-
vative solutions for responding to
and treating Covid as well as other
jointly determined priorities, to
be preceded by a one-off Special
Covid Collaboration Round in
2020.

Both sides jointly decided to
work together in digital economy;,
cyber security and critical and
emerging technologies as identi-
fied by the framework arrange-
ment on Cyber and Cyber-en-
abled critical technology
cooperation.

During the talks, Australia said
India could consideritasa “stable,
reliable and trusted supplier” of

high-quality mineral resources to
India. Both sides jointly decided
todiversify and expand the exist-
ing resources partnership.

A pact on cooperation in the
field of mining and processing of
Critical and Strategic minerals
identifies specific areas where
both sides will work together to
meet the technological demands
of the future economy. Both coun-
tries jointly decided to cooperate
on new technologies for explo-
ration and extraction of other
minerals.

Both sides identified agricul-
ture as an important pillar of the
Australianand Indian economies
with shared challenges and cli-
mactic conditions. To that effect,
both agreed to work on grains
managementand “logistics tore-
duce post-harvest losses, ratio-
nalise costsand ensure farmerin-
come is not affected by supply
chaindisruptions (particularly in
light of the pandemic).”

Vijay Thakur Singh, Secretary
(east), MEA, said there was nodis-
cussion on the Regional
Comprehensive  Economic
Partnership (RCEP). India had
pulled out of RCEP last November
and Australia has expressed hope
that India would reconsider join-
ing the trade agreement with 15
countries, including China, south-
eastand east Asian countries.

To monitor the comprehen-
sive strategic partnership, the two
sides expressed their desire toin-
crease the frequency of Prime
Ministerial contact throughrecip-
rocal bilateral visits and annual
meetings on the margins of inter-
national events.

Fix uniform
policy on NCR
movement, SC
tells states

activities in areas falling within
the NCR due to "blanket orders of
sealing borders without reason-
able exceptions".

The petitioner alleged “com-
pletesealingof borders” withinthe
NCR and restrictions imposed on
movement of citizens violated the
new guidelines issued by the
Ministry of Home Affairs on May
1,which allow movement for per-
missible activities.

Taking up the matter, filed
through Advocates Anindita
Mitra and Aman Bhalla, via video
conference, the bench said there
was a recommendation for a
common pass for the NCR, which
should be recognised by all three
states.

The Haryana government
counsel told the bench that the

et IRBR
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CHIEF MINISTER'S MESSAGE ON
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY

Today the people of Delhi celebrate World Environment
Day in extraordinary circumstances. The events of the
last few months remind us that the environment
around us is delicately balanced. It takes very little for
this balance to be destroyed. But this is also a time of
opportunity. Over the last few months the people of
Delhi have come forth hand in hand to fight COVID-19
and save thousands of lives. The work has been hard,
the sacrifices have been many. But we will prevail.

Dip/Shabdarth/D/0011/20-21

happy,

healthy people.

The fight to protect the Earth's environment will be
much harder. And it will not be something that the
people of Delhi or India can win alone. But if we come
together again, with a common purpose, we can once
again achieve tremendous things. | wish all the people
of Delhia very happy World Environment Day. Together
let us build a city filled with clean air, pure water and

- Arvind Kejriwal

Chief Minister, Delhi

Department of Environment, Forests and Wildlife

Government of NCT of Delhi

~

state has lifted all restrictions on
movement at its borders.

The counsel for Delhi said a
consistent policy was needed for
the NCR.

The court asked Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta to take in-
structions on this question and
posted the matter for hearing af-
teraweek.

Inhis plea, the petitioner listed
the difficulties caused by restric-
tions on movement, and said in-
dustrial operations were unable
to re-start as industrial areas are
located in Central NCR, while the
management of such units have
to travel from other areas within
the NCR, thereby requiring the
daily crossing of the inter-state
borders.

It referred to the April 29 or-
der of the districtadministrations
inHaryana, applicable to Gurgaon
and Sonipat, and a public state-
menton May 3 by the district ad-
ministrations of Uttar Pradesh on
Gautam Buddh Nagar and
Ghaziabad in this regard.

On May 15, the Supreme
Court had sought responses from
the Centre and the three stateson
the petition.

RS polls heat
up in Gujarat:
Two Cong
MLAS resign

party and the Kamal Nath govern-
ment being toppled.

In Gujarat, first-time MLA
Akshay Patel from Vadodara dis-
trict's Karjan and four-time MLA
Jitubhai Chaudhary from the re-
served seat of Kaprada in Valsad
handed their resignations to
Speaker Rajendra Trivedi.

Their move reduces the
Gujarat Assembly’s strength to
173, which means a candidate
will require 35 first-preference
votes to win a seat.

The Congress, which has
fielded senior leaders Shaktisinh
Gohil and Bharatsinh Solanki,
now has only 66 MLAs, four short
of the 70 required to win two
seats. Theruling BJPhas 103 inthe
House,and can ensure victory for
two of its candidates, Ramilaben
Bara and Abhay Bharadwaj.

While the Congress isassured
of one seat, the contest is now for
the remaining spot for which the
BJP has fielded Narhari Amin, a
former Congress leader, and
needs just two more votes to get
him through.

The Congress, meanwhile, is
bracing for “more bad news”
amid unconfirmed reports that
another MLA could resign. But the
party appeared to have survived
a scare when two other MLAs —
Anil Joshiyara from Bhiloda in
Sabarkantha and Jaspal Thakor
from Padra in Vadodara — were
“unreachable” for hours.

State Congress leaders said
both the MLAs had been traced.
They claimed thata BJPMLA “was
in touch” with Joshiyara while

pointed” overlack of accessto the
state leadership.

When contacted by The Indian
Express, Joshiyara and Thakor de-
nied any plan to quit the party.

State Congress chief Amit
Chavda, who is a cousin of the
party's second candidate Solanki,
told The Indian Express that a
meeting of the 66 MLAs was held.
“We have ensured that no defec-
tions will happen,” he said. Paresh
Dhanani, Leader of Opposition in
the Assembly, said that any “tus-
sleinthe partyisaninternal mat-
ter and BJP should not look to ex-
ploitit”.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, AICC state in-charge
Gujarat Rajeev Satav accused the
BJP state government of having
“totally failed in tackling the coro-
navirus outbreak” and “focusing
on horse trading” instead. “The
people of Gujarat are watching
and will not pardon them,” Satav
said.

BJP state chief Jitubhai
Vaghaniblamed “infightingin the
Congress”. "The BJP is winning
three seats and Congress will be
sweptaway from Gujaratin 2022
and 2024... it is a sinking boat,"
Vaghani said.

In Delhi, a senior Congress
leader warned that the BJP “will
adopt all tactics”. Another leader
insisted that all is not lost. “There
is unrest in the BJP, too. Many
MILAs are unhappy over the work-
ing style of Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani. Let’s see,” he said.

Sources said the Congress is
hoping to get the vote of inde-
pendent MLA Jignesh Mevaniand
“working on” NCP’s Kandhal
Jadeja, and Bharatiya Tribal Party
MLAs Chhotu Vasava and son
Mahesh Vasava.

Thelatest turn of events s vir-
tually a repeat of 2017 when the
Congress fielded veteran Ahmed
Patel, and was hit by cross-voting
and desertion. But Patel managed
to scrape through.

The elections to the four seats,
which were held by BJP's Chuni
Gohel, Shambhuprasad Tundia
and Lalsinh Vadodia, and
Congress's Madhusudan Mistry,
were slated for March 26 before
being postponed due to the pan-
demic.

(KAMAAL SAIYED/SURAT &

RITUSHARMA, VAIBHAV
JHA/AHMEDABAD)

Pandemic forces
dropouts from
private schools
in Punjab

well-known salon at Tapa
Mandi in Barnala, is among the
parents who have opted for
government schools. “My elder
son, who is now in Class 9, used
to go to an expensive private
school 15 km away. But my
salon remained closed for two
months due to the lockdown,

and the future looks
uncertain,” he says.

Thakor is believed to be “disap- The fee difference is
CLARIFICATIONS 8 CORRECTIONS
ON04.06.20,PAGE 1

Responding to the report in The Indian Express, (ACs made in India
but costlier: Experts red-flag return to ‘70s) published on June 4, a
spokesperson for the Commerce Ministry sent the following state-
ment: “The Indian Express has published (the report) with allega-
tions that DPIIT (Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade) plans to increase Customs duty. Such news is totally baseless
and false. There is no such proposal to increase Customs duty being

processed in DPIIT. Any proposal

from private sector presented to

DPIIT cannot be described as a proposal of DPIIT.”

The Indian Express replies: At no point did the report say that “DPIIT
plans to increase Customs duty.” In fact, the report makes it clear that
this is a “draft plan on the table” of the Light Engineering Industries
Section in DPIIT. The Indian Express has accessed the office memo-
randum issued in the last week of May along with a note issued by
DPIIT that spell out the “phased manufacturing roadmap” to “pro-
mote depth in manufacturing of domestically manufactured ACs.”
The note refers to the plan for a “graded duty structure.” All figures
inthe report are based on a table mentioned in the draft notification
that lists the proposed duties for AC components. The Indian Express
corroborated this report by speaking with officials and some mem-
bers of trade bodies who received the Office Memorandum. The

newspaper stands by its report.

New Delhi

significant.

For classes 11 and 12, for
instance, the fees in
government schools add up to
Rs 48 per month and a separate
annual charge of Rs 300 for
girls, and Rs 83 every month
and Rs 320 for boys. There's no
extra charge for textbooks, and
uniforms are free till Class 8.

In comparison, private
schools in the state are known
to charge anywhere between
Rs 20,000 to more than Rs 1
lakh per year for each student
inclasses 11 and 12.

With the Covid curbs in
place, the state government
has started three hours of
classes every day through the
DD Punjabi and Swayam
Prabha channels from May 19.

Minister Singla warns that
the lockdown's impact will
become “more pronounced” in
the coming months. “And
many more admissions are
likely to take place in
government schools before the
half-yearly exams,” he says.

Delhi: Every
fourth sample
positive, officials

blame ‘laxity’

astaggering 37.7 per centon May
31

OnMay28,1,024 out of 5,988
samples tested positive for Covid-
19 —a positivity of 17.1 per cent.

The following day, the num-
bers were 1,105 out of 5,272, or a
positivity rate of 21 per cent.

The numbers on May 30 and
May 31 were 1,163 out of 5,783
(20.1 per cent) and 1,295 out of
3,436(37.7 per cent) respectively.

On June 1, June 2, and June 3,
990, 1,298 and 1,513 positive cases
were reported respectively. The
dataontesting were not available
immediately.

Previously, between May 16
and May 26, the city registered an
average positivity rate of 13.17 per
cent.

Overall, the positivity rate for
Delhi from the beginning of the
outbreak until June 3 is 10.27 per
cent - with 23,645 positive cases
in 2,30,145 tests. This overall fig-
ure does not, however, capture
the recent spike in positivity.

The increasing positivity
numbersin Delhiisin line witha
national steepening of the curve.
Ananalysis last week of daily data
released by the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)showed
a positivity of 7% nationally; that,
however, was more than double
that of April.

At the meeting with the
Health Minister, several officials
complained of a “laxity” in atti-
tudes seen since the process of
unlockdown began. They identi-
fied this as a reason for the surge
in cases in the national capital.

Sources said South Delhi DM B
M Mishra expressed frustration
that “people... in the area [were
demonstrating] a lot of laxity in
their behaviour as if Corona has-
n't happened atall”.

“As the number of cases and
fatalities rise in Delhi, it needs to
ramp up testing coupled with ag-
gressive surveillance, contact trac-
ing, and stringent containment
and perimeter control activities...
The high rate of infection in
healthcare workers is also a seri-
ous issue. It indicates poor infec-
tion prevention control practices
in healthcare settings, and needs
to be attended to on priority,” Dr
Harsh Vardhan said.

‘If LAC not
marked soon,
build-up like on
LoC likely’

provide greater security to its
territories. These activities by
India close to LAC/India-China
border could be part of the rea-
sons for the current aggressive
posturing. Another reason could

be XiJinping’s ‘China Dream’ los-
ing credibility within and out-
side China post-Covid and his
need to divert attention.

Infrastructure development
in Eastern Ladakh has gained
pace...Wouldn’t it have been
strategically prudent to
factor in the Chinese
response?

PLA violations of LAC in
Galwan Valley and north of
Pangong Tso are at the tactical
level. With long gaps existing
between posts held by our
troops and inability to keep
every bit of area under 24/7 sur-
veillance, such tactical intru-
sions are always possible. Our
troops, if ordered, can also do
that.

However, when these intru-
sions are viewed along with
otherrecentincidentat Naku La
and Chinese strategic behaviour
vis a vis India and nexus with
Pakistan, these tactical incidents
need to be viewed strategically.

Have the Chinese troops
occupied Indian Territory in
Ladakh?

Any intrusion across the LAC
and then trying to defend the
area involved would be “‘occu-
pation." My impression is that
north of Pangong Tso, PLA troops
have occupied “disputed area”
between Finger 4 and 8 where
both sides were patrolling till re-
cently. In Galwan valley, they
have taken up positions along
the track from Shyok River to the
LAC thus denying our patrols the
ability to move up to the LAC.

What strategic implications
does an aggressive Chinese
posture in Eastern Ladakh
have vis-a-vis any potential
advantage that accrues to
Pakistan?

An aggressive China, besides
nibbling at Ladakh territory,
could attempt to take control of
Karakoram Pass and the area be-
tween Karakoram Pass and
Shaksgam Valley ceded to it by
Pakistan. That would (a) ensure
greater security to Aksai Chinal-
ready under its occupation (b)
link western Tibet with
Shaksgam Valley, and (c) make
Siachen Glacier vulnerable to
Pakistan-China nexus.

Some argue that the
ambiguity about the LACis
responsible for the present
situation.

Three decades of talks, in-
cluding 22 sessions at the level
of Special Representatives, have
not succeeded in making China
agree to the delineation of LAC
on maps pending final bound-
ary solution.

There is not even an agreed
perception of “disputed areas.”
Until the LACand disputed areas
are delineated, we shall con-
tinue to see accidental or delib-
erate face-offs..Since 1993, India
and China have signed five
agreements and protocols on
military-level confidence-build-
ing measures along the LAC. But
the alarming number of recent
incidents indicates that the
mechanisms are no longer effec-
tive. If the LACand “disputed ar-
eas” are not delineated soon,
India and China may end up de-
ploying much larger forces along
the LAC — like what we have on
the LoC with Pakistan.

Do you anticipate the
Chinese will give up
whatever advantage they
may have seized along the
LACin Eastern Ladakh?
Resolution of this military
engagement can only be return
to status quo, pre- May 2020.

Doyou see heightened

hostility in the event of the
talks breaking down...

As per reports, India and
China are working to resolve
the issue. Neither side seems
interested in escalating the sit-
uation.
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Green greetings
to all environment

loving citizens
out there!

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am sure the fact that | have opted to write
an open letter instead of taking to the usual
route of making posts on various social media
sites is noted by you! The only subject the en-
tire social media is revolving around for the
last two months is nothing but the Coron-
avirus. This bane of a virus has claimed thou-
sands of lives in the world bringing the ad-
vancement of the world to a full and painful
stop. The scientist community is toiling day
and night to invent a reliable treatment
against this virus and change the gruesome
reality around us for the better.

Anybody predicting just six months ago
that the world would be facing a pandemic
which is to bring everything to a stop would
have been met with ridicule. But we hardly
need a reminder of the gruesome reality to-
day. This pandemic has thrown the wheel of
the economy in a quagmire of chaos.

This grave predicament has altered our
overall view of our life. The rains are untimely,
the climate is increasingly becoming unpre-
dictable, hailstorms here and famines there.
But our only evasive reaction to all this is ‘Let
us take one day in our stride at a time." Do we
bother to acknowledge that our negligence
meted out to nature and the climate cycle for
years together has brought us to this situa-
tion? If we look at the situation closely, we
may find that the environment is being
thrown off balance owing to our rampant use
of polythene, our unrestricted use of water,
overuse of natural resources, tree felling and
non-segregation of domestic waste. Not that
we have a lot of time now, but we may still
arrest our fall towards total annihilation.
These Corona days have shown us that we
are forced to incarcerate owing to fear of
death while the animals and birds are mov-
ing everywhere.

Today, on World Environment Day, | request
you with hands folded to take care of nature.
Let's remind ourselves that we also serve
Mother Nature. We cannot match nature’s
immeasurable might however great our ad-
vancements might be. Let us live an environ-
ment-friendly life and protect Earth.

This is the apt time to think and act to-
wards environment conservation. A united re-
solve has power to turn the tide and rejuve-
nate our environment.

Sincerely yours,
Aaditya Thackeray

MSRMC, Bengaluru for finalisation of
documentary for COVID Waste man-
agement.

MPCB developed Training of Trainers
(ToT) with UNICEF, and AIILSG Mumbai
for Sanitation, Hygiene and BMW man-
agement at COVID hospitals and Quar-
antine camps and Sanitary workers at
ULBs and extended web-based training
through Webinar to ULBs (Municipal
Commissioners, Dy. MCs, Chief Officers
& Nodal officers), BMW CTF Operators,
COVID HCES Nodal Officers and MPCB
Officers & Scientists.

Training Faculty involved experts
from WHO, Mumbai, MCGM, AIILSG,
Tata Trust, NEERI, Nagpur, VMMC Saf-
darjang Hospital, Delhi, CPCB Delhi and

1. Water Supply and
Sanitation Department
(WS&SD):

M Published information
booklet on COVID-19 infec-
tion, disease symptoms, so-
cial stigma, need for per-
sonal hygiene, use of mask,
distancing, and
guidelines for front line
workers for prevention & |
waste handling and distrib-
uted at village level. |

B Training given to
32,907 sanitation workers
appointed at village level.
Awareness material, video
etc are prepared and dis-

social

Management of

COVID-19 Bio-Medical &

Waste in Maharashtra

Dr. Amar Supate, Principal Scientific Officer, MPCB

COVID-19:

Bio Medical Waste Manage-
ment Rules, (BMWM), 2016 de-
fines Bio Medical Waste as “Any
Waste generated during the diag-
nosis, treatment or immunization
of human being / animals, in re-
search activities or in production
or testing of Biological”. Bio Med-
ical Waste is categorised into Four
categories Yellow, Red, Blue and
White and needs special consider-
ation during its handling, storage,
transportation treatment and dis-
posal specific to its color code.

BMWM Rules 2016 specify the
statutory resposiblity of waste
management of Waste generator,
Occupier of Health care Establish-
ment, Common Facility operator,
SPCB and stake holder depart-
ments responsible for BMW man-
agement at both Central and state
government, in accordance with
the provisions of BMW Rules and
Guidelines issued by CPCB &
SPCB.

COVID-19 or Corona disease
originated in Wuhan, Pepoples Re-
public of Chiana has spread over
the world and declared as global
public health emergency and sub-
sequently as pandemic because of
its worldwide spread. COVID dis-
ease spreads through “Droplets”
spread during the coughing,
Sneezing or likely to spread /enter
into respiratory system of healthy
persons after touching the virus
containing droplets of contami-
nated surfaces and thereafter
touching the mouth of nose oh a
healthy person. No Vaccine or
Drug is known to be effective till
date. Therefore, the COVID_19
control strategies relied on Pre-
vention and Containment of vHigh
risk of recurrence in infected ar-
eas/ hotspots.

Prevention includes, Personal
Hygiene, Sanitation and disinfec-
tion, Increase immunity, contain
and treat the patients using
known therapy to treat pneumo-
nia & tuberculosis to enhance im-
munity. The most effective way to
prevent Corona disease SMS S-
Hand Sanitation, M- Use of Mask
and S- Social Distancing.

The study as of now revealed
that 80% infected peoples can be
asymptomatic or carrier, 15%
show symptoms and only 5% per-
sons are at high risk. The advi-
sories & Guidelines of World
Health Organisation, Ministry of
Public Health and Familiy Welfare,
Govt. of India and Central & State
Pollution control Board therefore
rely on prevention than control.
Management of Bio Medical
waste both at Health Care estab-
lishments and house hold quaran-
tine is equally become important.

Biomedical Waste Management
in Maharashtra:

Challenge of Management of
Bio Medical waste in general and
COVID Waste in Maharashtra is
adequately taken care by HCEs
and 29 Nos of Common Biomed-
ical waste treatment facilities
spread across the state. MPCB has
proactively initiated serious efforts
well in advance in March 2020 it-
self. All CTF operators were sensa-
tised of challenges and trained on-
line. MPCB on 20.03.2020 had
circulated specific guidelines for
management of COVID -19 Waste
at:

A) General Individual & Public
Places B) COVID -19 Suspects
quarantined at Camps and House-
hold

Community containment area
C) Hospitals: i. Primary screening
centres /OPD, i) COVID 19 Patients
Isolation hospitals (including criti-
cal patients) iii) COVID-19 Testing
& R&D labs & others (Collection
centres & small pathology lab) and
Biomedical Waste CTFs.

Further on 4th April, 2020 circu-
lated guidelines through UDD,
GoM issued guidelines to all ULBS
“Segregation and safe manage-
ment of BMW and MSW gener-
ated at Quarantined Homes and
Containment areas”.

Central Pollution Control Board,
Delhi published the guidelines on
18.03.2020 for COVID 19 waste
management at: a) COVID Isola-
tion Wards b) Sample Collection
Centres and Laboratories for Covid
Patients c) Quarantine Camps &
Home Care for COVID suspected
patients d) Duties of BMW CTFs
and e) Duties of SPCB/PCC. Further
isuued revised guidelines includ-
ing f) Duties of Urban Local Bod-
ies and g) Management of waste-
water from HCFs / Isolation Wards
19th April 2020.

Maharashtra is having 29 CTF
having total treatment capacity of
91.2 MT/day. Before lockdown av-
erage generation of BMW was 62
MT/day. Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board started daily track-
ing the COVID-19 Waste collection
and disposal through online por-
tal w.e.f. 1.04.2020. The Bio Med-
ical waste COVID and Non COVID
collected durin April and May
2020 is as bellow:

sessment was done by MPCB and
ensured tie up of CTFs and Munic-
ipal corporations with nearest
BMW CTFs and utilising spare ca-
pacity available at CTFs for dis-
posal. ULBs and CTFs are directed
to prepare contingency plan to
manage excess biomedical waste
generated. Further MPCB ensured,
in case the BMW quantity exceeds
the total BMW treatment capacity
available in the state, the Common
Hazardous Waste Treatment facili-
ties located at Taloja, Ranjangaon
and Butibori are directed to be
prepared for accepting BMW for
disposal.

Hon'ble National Green Tribunal
(NGT) Principal Bench in Original
Application No 72/2020 Order
Dtd. 23.04.2020 directed CPCB to
take certain steps to ensure COVID
-19 BMW is managed effectively.
In compliance of which Maharash-
tra ensured following steps the
through various stake holders.

i) Intimated all District Collec-
tors to convene meetings of Dis-
trict Advisory committee to inform
and implement Hon'ble NGT direc-
tions, CPCB & SPCB guidelines and
ensure effective management of
COVID Waste. Out of 36 DAC 30
districts have conducted DAC
meetings till 2.06.2020.

i) Directed to ensure Training of
Health care and Sanitary workers
at grass root level using ToT ex-
perts issued and training material
uploaded on MPCB website.

iii) Intimated all RO & SRO of
MPCB to ensure uploading of
BMW data on web-based app for
“COVID19 BWM" developed by
CPCB and reporting is started.

Awareness about the precau-
tions & steps to be taken by all
handlers & workers as well as citi-
zens, for Safe Management of Bio-
Medical Waste and COVID-19
Waste:

Meeting conducted by Hon'ble
Chief  Secretary, GOM on
4.05.2020 and as per directions,
MPCB & State Departments cre-
ated Awareness through Webi-
nars, News in Print and TV on
COVID-19: Medical Waste Man-
agement, Published the periodical
updates on COVID -19

Waste Management, Guide-
lines, posters, and videos are made
available at MPCB website, Pro-

SI.No. Month COVID-19 Non COVID-19 Total BMW
BMW (MT) BMW (MT)
1 April, 2020 208.70 1170.45 1397.15
Av.7.0 MTD Av.39.0 MTD 46 MTD
2 May 2020 437.35 933.52 2312.67
(25th May) Av.17.5 MTD Av.37.5 MTD 55.00 MTD

In view of increasing waste in
Mumbai & Pune Metropolitan
Area treatment capacity Gap As-

vided Specific guidance for Sanita-
tion workers at STPs/FSTPs. Col-
laborated with UNIDO, Delhi and

WE ARE fighting the global pandemic created by the coronavirus

"\ since the last two months. This global imperilment has clouded
' the economy of the entire world and endangered human life.
! This calamity has also underlined the ecological chain and
biodiversity around us. Our lives are eternally intertwined with
nature. But, in our passionate drive to advance our development,
we chose to overlook its conservation. It is high time that we heeded

the warning bells. Now, we must focus on monitoring our world and see
that we curtail our needs carefully so that we do not harm our environment
any more. Today, on this World Environment Day, let us come together in our

resolve to safeguard our planet.

Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray, Chief Minister

LET ME present my heart-felt greetings to you on the occasion of
the World Environment Day. Today we are clearly realizing the
need to protect and conserve the environment when the entire
the world is fighting a war against the pandemic of Corona
virus. Nature, the forests and wild-life enjoy an extraordinary
place in human life. The lock-down imposed to arrest the spread of

Corona infections has reduced human interference in nature. As a

consequence, the streams, rivers and other sources of water have become
clean. Air pollution has scaled down to afford a free and clean breath for us. The
cleaner air is joyous for the mind. The malady of this Corona virus is going to
end sometime in future. But it does, we must see that the Nature and
environment are not harmed again. The forests and wildlife within them is part
of our wealth. We must conserve them. In the days after Corona pandemic, we
must be vigilant towards keeping these streams, rivers and water reservoirs
free of pollution. We have very well experienced how much we need the
environment to lead a good life during the two and a half month's period of
lock down. Let's learn our lesson from that and celebrate today's World
Environment Day by committing ourselves to the protection and conservation

of our environment.

Ajit Pawar, Deputy Chief Minister
[ [ |

THIS YEAR'S Word Environment Day has come clad in a

. uniqueness. This year, we have become newly aware of the
I extraordinary importance of nature that surrounds us. This
/ awareness changed a lot of things from before this pandemic of
Corona virus. Today, we can see from the prisons of home the birds
and animals living their lives without any problem whatsoever. Their

sounds, which we did not even feel before, are now becoming a source
of energy for us in the morning. This unrestricted movement of wild life is
underlining their importance in the ecological chain of life. In these times which
are being altered by the Corona virus each day, we might do well to remember
that humans are just trustees of this planet and not an owner. So henceforth, let
us make every action of ours as environment-friendly as possible. Let's us
respect our rich environment and strive to protect Mother Earth.

Sanjay Bansode, Minister of State for Environment

The computer revolution which the world has witnessed in
the last few decades was laying the foundation of a new
world. Everyone was only rooting for development
everywhere. But the sudden blow dealt by the Corona virus

resounding with the echo of only one word — Corona. But at

7S

has slammed on the brakes very hard. The whole world now . Mn

W

the same time, the animals and birds are wandering everywhere

without a hitch. Today, on the World Environment Day, we are realizing that
we are just a part of the animal kingdom and nature around us no matter what
heights of developments we may reach. We must take this realization forward
and maintain the symbiotic relationship with the environment.

Anil Diggikar, Principal Secretary, Dept. Of Environment.

Till now we were busy 24/7 in our daily affairs and thought that
nothing can stop our juggernaut of development. But this virus
which measures in microns exposed the hollowness of our

/ claim.Today, even as we fight this imperilment with unity, we
/ need to understand that we must put our lifestyle under a
- microscope. We must protect natural link between human life and
the Nature around it. The calamity of climate change is turning darker

every passing day. We can protect Mother Earth by using the natural resources
only to meet our dire needs and by living an environment friendly life. Towards
this end, we must now adopt acts which are in sync with the environment and

resolve for conserving nature.

Sudhir Shrivastava, Chairman, MPCB.

Even if we consider only the last three decades, we can see
that rising temperatures, imbalance in rainfall, hail storms  /
and flash floods are behind the blows dealt to the world
economy. We can not deny that we have neglected the
Nature while bringing about our development and
advancement. The Corona virus has given us a new vision to
look towards out way of life. Today, on the occasion of World

Environment Day, it is time to link human life complementarily with the
environment. This is the time to do a rethink and change our world through

environment-friendly acts.

E. Ravendiran, Member-Secretary, MPCB
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and total number of
workers involved s
33509 out of which
10,281 are dedicated
for quarantine
homes/camps.

M 82% of ULBs iden-
tified quarantine camps
/homes/cares,

W 82% of ULBs have
setup separate team of
workers engaged in
COVID Waste collection
at quarantine
homes/home care,

M 85 % ULBs have
provision of Yellow bags

MPCB. Training was attended by 4875
participants from various organisations.
About 1200 ToT participants are ex-
pected to impart further training at local
level.

The other stake holder departments
also taken action for COVID Waste man-
agement as bellow:

seminated using social media, public
announcement etc.

2. Industry, Energy & Labour
Department:

M Labour Commissioner and Direc-
tor, Boiler Department has issued direc-
tions to all establishments to strictly fol-
low Sanitation, social distancing, and

compulsory use of mask at workplace.
Further directed to ensure provision of
adequate provision of PPEs to labours
& security personals.

3. Swachh Bharat Mission,
Urban Development Department
(UDD-2):

B Communicated CPCB and State

guidelines, Hon'ble NGT order and
MoM of Chief Secretary, GoM to all 391
ULBs in the state.

M All the ULBs are ensuring safe col-
lection and disposal of COVID-19 waste
through BMW CTFs attached, till now
ULBs have identified 2252 quarantine
camps, 197063 quarantine homes/cares

for COVID Waste collec-
tion,

B All ULBs have dedicated waste
management teams,

M 100% ULBs waste handling staff
has attended ToT provided by MPCB,

M 96% ULBs are equipped with ad-
equate PPE to waste handlers,

M 91% ULBS are provided with dedi-

cated NMW trolley,

4. Public Health Department:

B GOM adopted NCDC guidelines
for COVID-19 isolation hospitals and
quarantine wards on 1.04.2020 and fol-
lowing BMW Management strictly as
per guidelines mentioned therein.

B Arranged State ToT on 12-13
March 2020 at Pune for Dist. Level offi-
cers (2462 Nos) for containment of
COVID-19 including IPC and BMW
Management.

5. Medical Education, Research
and Drug Department:

B Ensured COVID -19 and BMW
Management through ICC in each hos-
pital and assured to upload daily data
to CPCB App.

B Compiling Daily update on train-
ing of health care workers (HCW).

6. Department of Environment

B Conduct weekly meeting with
MPCB to review status of BMW collec-
tion & Disposal, compliance status of
Hon’ble NGT Orders and compliance of
BMW Rules, 2016.
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SIRGANGA RAM HOSPITAL AMONG 3 MORE CONVERTED

As hospitals turn Covid-only, worries
over where other patients will go

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

AN ORDER by the Delhi govern-
ment to convert three private
hospitals in the city into Covid-
designated facilities has led to
apprehensions over what hap-
pens to non-Covid patients ad-
mitted there. On Wednesday,
the Delhi government declared
that Sir Ganga Ram, Moolchand
and Saroj Super Speciality, with
bed capacities of 508, 140 and
154 respectively, will now be
Covid hospitals.

The hospitals are in an over-
drive to prepare for the transition
— from shifting or discharging

— BRIEFLY —

Policeman
suspended

New Delhi: An assistant
sub-inspector of Delhi
Police was suspended
with “immediate effect”
for not wearing a face
mask and failing to main-
tain social distancing
norms in office. The ASlis
posted with the 4th
Battalion of Delhi Armed
Police. This is the first
time departmental ac-
tion has been taken
against police personnel
for not following social
distancing norms.

Powerdiscom
launches new
‘smart’ feature

New Delhi: Tata Power-
DDL, aleading power util-
ity supplying electricity to
apopulace of 7 million in
North Delhi, has intro-
duced a smart feature of
Self-Meter Reading for its
consumers during the on-
going pandemic, in line
with the Delhi Electricity
Regulatory Commission’s
guidelines to ensure
safety of consumers.
Under this initiative, con-
sumers can get their bills
based on the actual meter
readingas opposed to the
provisional bills.

20 Metro
employees

test positive

New Delhi: Asmany as 20
employees of Delhi
Metro have tested Covid-
19 positive so far, sources
said Thursday. “Some
employees, scattered
across Delhi-NCR, have
unfortunately been in-
fected by the virus. They
are all safe and recover-
ing gradually,” DMRC
said in a statement.

DU to skip
exams for 1st,
2ndyr students

New Delhi: DU Thursday
said it would not hold ex-
aminations for first- and
second-year UG students,
and that assessment
would be done on based
on the previous semes-
ter’'s marks and internal
assessment. It said it was
a “one-time measure”
takenin light of the Covid-
19 pandemic. This applies
to regular students
studying in various DU
colleges, SOLand the Non-
Collegiate Women'’s
Education Board. It also
applies to first-year PG
students.

Man held for
killing cabdriver

New Delhi: A car dealer
was arrested from
Jharkhand on May 30 for
allegedly killing a cab
driver in a bid to steal his
vehicle at Southeast
Delhi on March 19, police
said. ENS

patients to arranging manpower,
PPEs, N95 masks and gloves.

While Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital will earmark 80% of its
beds, the others will reserve
100%. These three are function-
ing on concessional lands, and
eachwill reserve 25% of the total
bed capacity for EWS Covid pa-
tients, to be treated free of cost.

“There are 60 patients admit-
ted at present. We are trying to
figure out how many can be dis-
charged and how many need fur-
ther treatment. We can’t just refer
them to any other hospital; they
are our responsibility. Starting to-
day, we have stopped taking non-
Covid patients,” said a senior doc-
tor from one of the hospitals.

The 675-bed Ganga Ram hos-
pital has to earmark 508 beds for
Covid patients. However, the hos-
pital’s testing lab was recently is-
sued a showcause notice by the
government for alleged delayed
testing and flouting ICMR proto-
col. The lab, on an average, would
conduct 300-350 tests a day.
Sources said unless testing is al-
lowed toresume, the days ahead
will be difficult, especially since
20% of the beds are still reserved
for non-Covid patients.

Sources also said patients
with scheduled procedures,
such as deliveries, are now ap-
prehensive of being admitted to
alargely Covid facility.

Then there’s the issue of in-

sufficient time. In March, AIIMS
had converted its trauma centre
into a Covid facility, and existing
patients were shifted ina phased
manner to the main AIIMS cam-
pus. Healthcare workers were
trained for a month before deal-
ing with Covid patients.

“Itis extremely important to
look at the centralised AC sys-
tem, as Covid and non-Covid ar-
eas should not get mixed. Any
hospital, before functioning as a
Covid facility, should ensure suf-
ficient oxygen points, place for
ICUbeds and space for admitting
patients with moderate symp-
toms. There should be enough
manpower, PPE kits,” said Dr DK
Sharma, medical superinten-

dent of AIIMS, adding that it took
around 10 days for the adminis-
tration to convert the facility.
Similarly, a senior official
from Lok Nayak said it took at
least three-four days for the tran-
sition. “Many patients were dis-
charged and some shifted to
other hospitals,” said the official,
admitting that regular patients
do have to bear the brunt.
Another private hospital
said: “Many patients have been
availing treatment with us for
months, even years. They will
never go to a government hospi-
tal, but what choice do we have?
While treating Covid patients,
we cannot forget about those
with other serious ailments.”

Blocked borders expose another

Covid casualty: The conce

SOURAVROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

TILL APRIL 19, the idea of Delhi-
NCRas asingular entity, spanning
the national capital and 23 dis-
tricts across Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana and Rajasthan was a ro-
bust one — at least on paper.

April 21 marked the begin-
ning of its unravelling, with the
Ghaziabad administration seal-
ingborders with Delhi. Aday later,
Gautam Budh Nagar, under
which Noida and Greater Noida
fall, too shut the capital out.

Ten days later, the Haryana
government announced curbs on
entry to Gurgaon and other dis-
tricts bordering Delhi. While
Noida has kept its borders shut
ever since April 21, Ghaziabad of-
fered some relaxations on May
22, only to reseal on May 26.

The Gurgaon administration
announced lifting of all curbs
from the first week of June — only
to be greeted with Delhi’s deci-
sion to lock borders from June 1.

The Covid-19 pandemic has
effectively upended the vision of
a“balanced and harmonised” de-
velopment of Delhi and NCR — for
which the National Capital Region
Planning Board came into exis-
tencein 1985 — like never before.

The board, which comes un-
der the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs, has entire Delhi, 13
districts of Haryana, seven of UP
and two of Rajasthan under its

At UP-Delhi border. Noida has shut its border since April 21

fold, covering an area of about
55,000 sq km. The rationale be-
hind its creation was to “promote
balanced and harmonised devel-
opment of the region, and to
avoid any haphazard develop-
ment”, official records show.

The 17-member body, having
the L-G of the Delhi, and various
CMs and Chief Secretaries on
board, is supposed to create re-
gional plans, coordinate enforce-
ment, arrange and provide funds,
among other functions.

Former Delhi Chief Secretary
Shailaja Chandra believes there
has been a huge neglect of plan-
ning, foresight and concern for
citizens who were supposed to
benefit from the entire NCR plan-
ning concept. “The NCR Planning
Board has been a low-key draw-
ing board kind of body. The or-

Govt hardens stand:

Will take over entire
facility if not 20% beds

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

PRIVATE HOSPITALS in the city
that are unable to reserve 20%
beds for treatment of Covid-19
patients will be converted fully
into Covid hospitals, said Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
Thursday. At present, five govern-
ment hospitals and three private
hospitals are functioning as com-
plete Covid-19 facilities.

“There are a few private
hospitals which are facing diffi-
culties in reserving 20% of their
bed capacity for Covid-19 pa-
tients. If they do not agree to
the Delhi government’s direc-
tion..., we will have to convert
them into fully dedicated Covid
hospitals,” he said.

The government has directed
61 private hospitals, with a ca-
pacity of 70 or more beds, to ear-
mark 20% of their beds for Covid-
19 patients and has given thema
day’s time to take a decision.
“They have time till tomorrow,”
said the Deputy CM.

Three more private hospitals
—Sir Ganga Ram, Moolchand and
Saroj Super Speciality — were de-
clared Covid hospitals by the gov-
ernment Wednesday.

The hospitals are functioning
on concessional land and, as per
officials, are obliged to provide
10%1PD and 25% OPD services to
EWS patients free of charge. Each
hospital will be reserving 25% of
the total bed capacity for EWS
Covid patients, and the treatment
will be free of cost.

Last month, the Delhi govern-

Pvt hospitals have time till
tomorrow to decide: Sisodia

ment had ordered 117 private
hospitals and nursing homes,
with 50 or more beds, to reserve
20% beds for Covid patients.
Several nursing homes in the city
have aired apprehensions over
the mixing of Covid and non-
Covid patients.

“This is not a long-term solu-
tion. Non-Covid patients will suf-
fer as most of the hospitals will
start providing treatment to
Covid-19 patients... While provid-
ing treatment to Covid-19 pa-
tients, we should not forget about
alarge number of patients suffer-
ing from heart ailments, cancer
and other comorbidities,” said Dr
Ajey Bedi, secretary, Delhi
Medical Association (DMA).

The Delhi government has
also issued an order to private
hospitals in the city to reserve
beds for the treatment of EWS pa-
tients infected with Covid-19.The
government has asked 42 hospi-
tals with 50 and more beds to
send acompliance reportin three
days, failing which action will be
initiated against the hospital.

ganisation or its parent ministry
should have visualised the inter-
regional and intercity policing,
trafficand commuting needs and
planned for them decades ago.
The states of UP, Haryana, par-
tially Rajasthan and the UT of
Delhi should have been bound to
have planned for this collectively.
Toll bridges and paid flyovers
have functioned as a source of
revenue and none of these bod-
iesdid any sort of interstate orin-
tercity consulting keeping com-
muter convenience in mind.
“The chaos has only exploded
during lockdown but it must be
addressed professionally and not
left to the pique and ultimatums
of individual states. Satellite im-
agery and artificial intelligence
has to be used based on time of
the day movement of different

pt

of NCR

kinds of vehicles. All states
should have cross-border agree-
ments on incentivising use of
public transport and restricting
congestion at peak hours,”
Chandra told The Indian Express.
However, Ghaziabad District
Magistrate Ajay Shankar Pandey
believes the present situation
must be looked at from the con-
text of the pandemic. “All agen-
cies in NCR are working towards
eradicating this disease. With re-
gard to the borders, there is no
denying that there are some
points which are not common to
all. The means adopted by
Ghaziabad are different from that
in Delhi. But this is temporary. In
the months to come,... we will get
backon the track of common de-
velopment of the region. The rec-
ommendations and decision by
the NCR planning board and the
government will be abided by
and we will implement it with-
out any friction,” Pandey said.
Amit Khatri, the Deputy
Commissioner of Gurgaon, said
his administration had now
done away with the border
curbs, which had to be imposed
keeping aspects of public health
in mind. “We have avoided the
use of the term sealing. For all
practical purposes, we tried to
regulate border movement and
all those attached with essential
services and holding e-passes
were allowed entry... We tried to
balance the health and eco-
nomic needs,” Khatri said.

Pandemic politics: Harsh
Vardhan targets Satyendar
Jain over RML criticism

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

A WAR of words broke out be-
tween Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan and Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain over what
the AAP government claims are
“false positive” Covid test results
from Centre-run Ram Manohar
LohiaHospital, with Vardhan say-
ing Jain should focus on improv-
ing healthcare facilities in Delhiin-
stead of seeking “cheap publicity”.
Jain said Thursday that the
hospital was delaying results and
that when 30 tests conducted by
it were retested a day later, it was
found that 14 were either nega-
tive or inconclusive. Jain also said
that the hospital was not giving
test reports within 24 hours.
“Firstly, they are not giving re-
ports on time. 70% Covid patients
are dying within 24 hours of be-
ing hospitalised. This is because
they had got tests done but reports
were not available for five to seven

Vardhan said Jain should
focus on improving health
facilities in Delhi

days and they did not know they
had Covid. Results must be de-
clared within 24 hours,” he said.
He added that the percentage
of false positive cases being de-
clared by the hospital was high.
“Recently, RML Hospital tested
94% samples as positive in a day.
On retesting, we found 45% of
these to be negative. | have spo-
ken to the Union Minister and
have asked them to either shut
thelab or rectify things,” Jain said.
Vardhan hit back: “It is not
right to politicise Covid instead of

controlling it in Delhi. This will
only weaken the country in its
fight against the disease. Instead
of making allegations against are-
puted hospital like RML for cheap
publicity, Satyendar Jainji should
fix healthcare facilities in the city.”

RML Hospital spokesperson
Smriti Tiwari called the Delhi
government's allegations “false
and baseless”.

Hospital sources claimed the
initial delays were due to lack of
testing kits, but the backlog has
been cleared now. “We have a
high positivity rate because our
hospital is close to hotspots in
Central Delhi,” said an official.

Delhi saw 1,319 fresh Covid
casesin 24 hours, taking the total
t025,004. A total of 44 deaths, of
which 22 occurred over the past
24 hours, were also reported.

There are 14,456 active cases
in the city, of which 3,306 are
hospitalised, 9,473 are in home
quarantine, 1,164 are in Covid
care and health centres and oth-
ers are being assessed.

Another nurse succumbs: 20
years at clinic, she loved babies’

SOMYALAKHANI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

A67-YEAR-OLD nurse ata mater-
nity centre in West Delhi died
Wednesday, four days after she
tested positive for Covid-19.

Rajamma worked at Shivaji
Maternity Centre, a two-bed
clinic, in Tagore Garden for over
twodecades. Around 10 days ago,
she returned home from work
and complained of bodyache and
cough, said her daughter Divya
Madhusudan (29). “She stopped
going to work, and developed
fever and severe cough. Last
Friday, we got her test done, and
on Sunday, the result came posi-
tive. By then, she had developed
breathing issues,” said Divya.

Rajamma’s niece Shobha,
who lives nearby, said she got a
call from them Monday about
needing help with hospital ad-
mission. “Rajamma was sick, so
was Divya, who is also a nurse at
a hospital nearby. I called police
and they sent an ambulance that
went to Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Hospital first. As no bed was avail-
able, Rajamma was taken to Lok
Nayak Hospital, where she was
admitted,” said Shobha.

Soon after, she was moved to

Rajamma died Wednesday

the ICU, and around 1.30 am
Wednesday, she passed away. Her
daughter said Rajamma was dia-
betic. As of now, Divya is under
home quarantine and is unwell,
while her father Madhusudan (68)
isalsoinhome quarantineand has
displayed no symptoms so far.
Rajamma’s colleague Sunita,
who worked with her at the cen-
tre for 20 years, said, “She treated
patients like family and ab-
solutely loved babies. She would
treat them like her own, and pa-
tients would leave very happy.”
Dr Ashok Jain, owner of Shivaji
Maternity centre, said, “We have
two bedsin the hospital and three
nurses. No patient has been ad-
mitted in a month, and we pro-
vided masks, gloves and sanitis-

TRACK RECORD

Train coaches modified into Covid care centres, stationed near Shakur Basti Railway Station, Thursday. Amit Mehra

To take migrants home, a chartered flight

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

AAM AADMI Party (AAP) Rajya
Sabha MP Sanjay Singh char-
tered aflight to take 180 migrant
workers from Delhi to Bihar on
Thursday.

Singh had, on Wednesday,
used 33 of the 34 flight tickets al-
lotted to him on account of being
an MP, to transport migrants to
Bihar. He returned from the air-
porton the same day. He accom-
panied the workers on the flight
on Thursday as well and would
return to Delhi at night, members
of his team said.

180 migrants on board the
flight to Bihar. Twitter

Singh posted a video from the
Delhi airportin which heis heard
telling the workers that the state

unit of the party will take care of
their travel arrangements from
the Patna airport. He also re-
quested them to return to Delhi
when the situation improved.
“Whenever the situation is
better, please return to Delhi. This
city is yours. When this is over,
please come back to your jobs.
We supportand understand your
need to go home at a time like this
but please return,” he said.
Migrants across the country
have been trying to go back to
their hometowns over the past
two months after a nation-wide
lockdown was imposed.
According to party insiders,
chartering the flight cost between

New Delhi

Rs 12 and 13 lakh. “The money
was donated by organisations
and some individuals. Singh also
contributed. The flight left for
Patna on Thursday evening and
he will be back at night,” a mem-
ber from Singh’s team said.

According to directions
passed by the Delhi govern-
ment, Singh will now remain in
quarantine for seven days after
he exits from the Delhi airport.
This quarantine can be com-
pleted at home.

Over the past month, over
3 lakh migrant workers have
taken Shramik Special trains
from Delhi. Most of them trav-

elled to UP and Bihar.
N

ers to the staff. No PPE was given
as we are a clinic only and aren’t
treating any patients with Covid-
like symptoms.”

Divyasaid her motherhad spo-
kenabout thelackof PPEs: “Thelast
day she reported to work, she re-
turned home stressed. She said she
had come in contact with a preg-
nant patient who had fever, cough.
After that, she fell sick. | haven’t re-
ported toworkinover twomonths
asIhad pending leaves.”

Rajamma, whoworked at the
centre for 20 years, earned
around Rs 10,000 a month, said
her daughter. She hailed from
Kerala’s Kottayam and settled in
Delhi around 40 years ago.

As news of Rajamma’s death
reached her colleagues, griefand
fear set in. Her colleague Sunita
(55)said her son won't let her re-
turntowork after he heard about
Rajamma’s death. “The centre
gave us masks, gloves and a shield
too. The centre’s entrance, the fur-
niture were sanitised at regular
intervals. We didn’t have PPE kits
but we never thought we needed
them either,” said Sunita.

On May 24, 46-year-old
nursing officer Ambika PK, who
worked at Kalra Hospital in West
Delhi, had died of Covid-19 com-
plications.

Hotel moves
court over

call to attach
it to hospital

MALLICAJOSHI &
PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

HOTELSIN the city that have been
roped in by the Delhi government
to act as attachments to private
hospitals and admit patients have
raised several issues in the plan
with district-level authorities,
with one going to court against
the decision.

Seeking a stay on the govern-
ment’s order for requisition, CHL
Limited, which owns the Hotel
Surya (200 beds)in New Friends
Colony, filed a petition in the Delhi
High Court.Itistoactas anexten-
sion to Indraprastha Apollo
Hospital. The matter was heard
Thursday but order is awaited.

The other hotels requisitioned
are Hotel Crown Plaza; Hotel
Jivitesh; Hotel Siddharth; and
Hotel Sheraton.

CHL Limited’s petition chal-
lenged the Delhi government’s
May 29 order requisitioning the
hotels, whereby medical services
are to be provided by the hospi-
tals. The petitioner said that the
government had fixed the fees
without consulting it.

According to sources in the
Delhi government, three other
hotels have also raised concerns,
including that business will suf-
fer after they go back to normal
functioning as patrons will not
want to stay at a hotel that has
served as a Covid hospital.

“We are in talks with them. A
solution will be reached soon,”
said a senior government official.
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TWO MORE CHARGESHEETS FILED

NE Delhiriots: In murder of two brothers, cops
point to WhatsApp group with 125 members

SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

THE DELHI Police Crime Branch
on Thursday filed two more
chargesheets in cases pertaining
to the Northeast Delhi riots,
which took place in February.
The police investigation in
the murder of brothers Hashim
Ali and Amir Ali on the night of
February 26 in Johripur has
found that “during peak rioting,
a WhatsApp group was created
on the intervening night of

February 25 and 26, which has
125 members”.

As per a Delhi Police state-
ment shared Thursday by
Additional PRO Anil Mittal, “Two
active members of the
WhatsApp group were located
and joined in the investigation.
During the investigation, their
mobile phones were scanned
and the specific WhatsApp
group created on February 25
was also identified”.

“It was revealed that while
some members of these groups
were only sending and receiving

chats, few others were involved
in active rioting,” police said.

In the note shared by Mittal,
police said “around 9.40 am on
February 27, three dead bodies
were recovered” from the area,
and “one body was found on the
same day around 4 pm from
Johripur nallah”. On the basis of
eyewitness accounts and tech-
nical evidences, nine people
were arrested for Hashim’s mur-
der, and 11 for Amir’s murder.

“Both the deceased were real
brothers who were murdered on
February 26 between 9 pm and

‘Resources exhausted’, Atlas cycle

factory lets go of 800 workers

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, JUNE 4

RAM NARESH (58) has worked
at the painting/finishing division
of the Atlas Cycles factory in
Ghaziabad for the last 20 years.
With the factory’s average out-
put of 1.5 lakh products a month,
Naresh’s skilled hands have
given final touches to over lakhs
of bicycles. Despite the years of
service, he found himself “laid
off” without prior notice.

“I don’t know where to go
from here. We have given our
lives to this company... Either we
stay here and die of hunger or we
go back to our villages. We are
ruined,” said Naresh, who hails
from UP’s Gorakhpur. He is
among the 800 workers laid off.

On Wednesday, which also
happened to be World Bicycle
Day, a notice was put up outside
the premises of the Atlas factory
in Sahibabad’s Site IV, which
stated, “As employees are well
aware, the company has been
going through financial losses for
the past several years. The com-
pany has exhausted its resources
and there is no source of income.
There are not enough funds for

5

The Atlas Cycles factory in Sahibabad’s Site IV. Gajendra Yadav

daily expenses either. Till the
time a source of income is avail-
able, raw material will not be
purchased. As a result, the fac-
tory cannot function till finances
are sorted out. Hence a ‘lay off’
has been announced. To avail
monetary compensation, they
(employees) must punch-in at
given start time of their duty.”
Workers claimed the com-
pany has not provided them any
official document stating their
termination. They were asked to
punch-in their attendance, which
will merit them to half their
salaries. They claim they com-

pleted regular work hours on
June 1 and 2, and were informed
of the notice when they reached
the premises on Wednesday.
Started in 1951, Atlas Cycles
has set-ups in Haryana and
Madhya Pradesh apart from
Ghaziabad, where manufacturing
was carried outin sevendivisions.
The company claims to manufac-
ture 4 million cycles a year.
Workers alleged production
had come down from 2.5 lakh cy-
clesto 1.5lakh cyclesamonthlast
year. The company did not re-
spond to a mail by The Indian
Express seeking a comment.

10 pm. All the accused persons
are presently in judicial custody.
Their several bail applications
have been rejected,” police said.

On Thursday, the Crime
Branch also filed a chargesheet in
the murder of Dilbar Negi, who
used toworkat Anil Sweets in Shiv
Vihar. Abrief note shared by Delhi
Police Thursday morning read, “At
about 3 pm, a mob of Muslim
community came from Brijpuri
Pulia side and started rioting. The
rioting mob targeted the proper-
ties of Hindus, that is Anil Sweets,
Anil Dairy & Pastry shop, book

shop, DRP school, and godown of
Anil Sweet shop, by torching them
till late night, and the mob of the
same rioters community re-
mained dominant till late night.”

The note mentions thatin the
meantime, “one Rahul Solanki of
Mahalaxmi Enclave was also
shot dead late evening. In close
proximity, as many as 12 cases of
rioting, arson, and murder were
registered”.

The note says that Negi, “had
gone to the godown of Anil
Sweet shop for lunch and to rest.
He could not be located till late

night. The riots continued on
February 25. On February 26
afternoon, local police of
Gokulpuri police station came to
know about the dead body of a
male person at the godown of
Anil Sweet shop”.

Police said the body was found
in a charred condition and was
later identified as Negi’s. In the
note, police said, “The CDRs (call
detail reports) of witnesses and
suspects were analysed, and on
the basis of eyewitness accounts
and technical evidences, 12 ac-
cused persons were arrested”.

Entered Jamia as it was being

used as shield by riote

PRITAM PAL SINGH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

THE DELHI Police Crime Branch
Thursday told the Delhi High
Court that the violence during
the anti-CAA protest near Jamia
Millia Islamia last December
was “not sporadic” but a “well
planned incident”, as “rioters”
were “armed with stones, lathis,
petrol bombs, etc, which clearly
manifests that the intention of
the mob was to disrupt law and
order in the area”.

Police, in its preliminary affi-
davit filed through advocates
Amit Mahajan and Rajat Nair, said
that in the “... garb of student ag-
itation, what happened appears
tobe awell-planned and orches-
trated attempt by some persons,
withlocal support (who were not
students), to intentionally perpe-
trate violence in the area”.

It claimed that it was “only
due to unavoidable circum-
stances, as contemporaneously
captured in electronic evidence
gathered by respondent (Delhi
Police), that it became imperative
for it to enter the university
which was being used as a shield
by rioters to pelt stones and other
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Police had stormed the
Jamia campus after violence
in the area last December

lethal objects on the police force”.

Theresponse was filedina PIL
by advocate Nabila Hasan and
other related petitions with
regard to the incidents of
December 13 and 15 in the area
around the university.

The December 15 protests
had spiralled into violence after
asection of protesters, including
Jamia students and local

residents, tried to march to
Parliament but were stopped by
police at Mathura Road. As a sec-
tion of protesters started pelting
stones and set buses and private
vehicles on fire, police retaliated

rs: Police

with lathi-charge and eventually
stormed the campus. Several
students sustained injuries.

The other petitioners include
lawyers, Jamia students, resi-
dents of Okhla and the Imam of
Jama Masjid mosque opposite
Parliament House, who have
sought action, including medical
treatment and compensation for
students and registration of FIRs
against erring police officers.

The affidavit said, “The fact
that 65 police personnel sus-
tained injuries would show ex-
tent of violence, which could be
successfully contained in the end.
All189individuals (whichinclude
students) were taken to the hos-
pital, from where most of them
left after some time after taking
necessary treatment. Out of the
persons temporarily appre-
hended for the purpose of verifi-
cation, those who were students
were handed over by the police
authorities to the proctor (univer-
sity), who was called by the po-
lice, who identified the students
and accepted in writing of having
received them. No student was
ever arrested or detained either
inthe police lock up or otherwise
atthat time, nor any studentis ar-
rested or detained till date.”

Court rejects Safoora
bail: ‘If you play with
embers, can’t blame
the wind for fire’

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

“WHEN YOU choose to play with
embers, you cannot blame the
wind to have carried the spark a
bit too far and spread the fire,” a
Delhi court has observed while
dismissing the bail plea of Jamia
coordination committee media
coordinator Safoora Zargar. The
27-year-old, who is pregnant,
was arrested by the Special Cell
on April 13 and is facing a UAPA
case in connection with the
Northeast Delhi riots. She is
lodged in Tihar Jail.

Additional Sessions Judge
Dharmender Rana, in his order
passed Thursday, said that dur-
ing investigation of the case, “a
larger conspiracy is discernible
and a second investigation by
way of a separate FIR to unravel
the entire conspiracy sounds not
only logical but perfectly legal”.

Safoora’s counsel Trideep Pais
argued that the investigating
agency was creating a false narra-
tive to implicate innocent stu-
dents who don’t agree with gov-
ernment policies. It was also
submitted that “merely holding a
divergentview is no offence,and
by no stretch of imagination can
she be branded a terrorist”.

The prosecution had submit-
ted that Safoora had made anin-
flammatory speech on February
23 at Chand Bagh, which led
to violence and rioting in
Northeast Delhi. Additional
Public Prosecutor Irfan Ahmad
argued that there was “enough
material available on record to
show that the applicant/accused
was involved in the Delhi riots”.

ASJ] Rana, in his order, said he
agreed with the defence counsel’'s
submission that free flow of ideas
and dissent through peaceful
protest constitutes the founda-
tion of a strong and vibrant
democracy,and that exchange of
ideasis the stepping stone of evo-
lution. However, the order added,
“The right of speech and expres-
sion, and for that matter protest

Safoora Zargar

or demonstration, is not an ab-
solute right and is subject to rea-
sonable restrictions under Article
19(2)of the Constitution of India.”

AS] Rana also dealt with
whether provisions of UAPA
have been rightfully invoked in
this case. “Any activity which has
a tendency to create a disorder
or disturbance of law and order,
and to such an extent that the
entire city is brought toits knees
and entire government machin-
ery has been brought to a grind-
ing halt, such activity should be
obviously treated as an unlawful
activity,” the order read.

The courtalso noted that from
“the material on record, one can-
notignore the case of prosecution
that the accused persons have
conspired to cause disruption of
such an extent and magnitude
that it would lead to disorderli-
ness and disturbance of law and
orderatan unprecedented scale”.

ASJRanasaid that at this stage,
the court was not required to dis-
cuss the merits of the prosecution
case, but after going through a
statement filed under sections
161 and 164 of CrPC, coupled with
WhatsApp chats on record, he
said, “It can be safely inferred that
there is at least a conspiracy to
blockade the roads.”

The court also did not agree
with the defence that Safoora
was only liable for her individual
acts and speeches and acts of
other members of the group
cannot be read against her.
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THE OUTBREAK

DELHI: 3:30 PM
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With the easing of curbs, Old Delhi has started to look more

like its usual self.

Tashi Tobgyal

Out for a run in Sambhaji Garden. Pune’s parks are now open

for physical activities, with social distancing.

Ashish Kale

OPENING NOTES

In the shadow of a defunct clock tower, Ashok Kumar has been running a stall to exchange damaged currency notes for the
last40 years. After a pause due to the lockdown, the 61 year-old is back at the same spot.

Gurmeet Singh

Curbs have been eased in Varanasi’s markets, but not ghats.

Some still turned up at the Ganga’s banks.

Anand Singh

Shoppers make the most of the relaxation in restrictions ata

market in the hill town.

Pradeep Kumar

Need large number of
makeshift hospitals in
near future: Govt to SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

FORESEEING A “surge” in Covid-
19 cases, the Union Health
Ministry has said a “large num-
ber of temporary make-shift
hospitals will have to be created”
to deal with this “in near future”.

“The number of cases of
Covid-19 are constantly increas-
ing and at some point of time in
near future, apart from existing
hospitals, large number of tem-
porary make-shift hospitals will
have tobe created in order to ac-
commodate Covid-19 patients
requiring admission, medical
care and treatment,” the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare said in an affidavit filed
in the Supreme Court.

Itadded that “to successfully
create optimum infrastructure
to provide best medical care to
the Covid patients, the Central

government will also have to ad-
equately address the human re-
sources issue for this envisaged
surge capacity scenario. Hence,
conserving health care work
force is the need of the hour...”

The Centre was replying to a
petition by Dr Arushi Jain who
wanted the court to direct the
government to take over vacant
hotels, guesthouses etc and use
them as quarantine facilities for
frontline medical workers.

The government said the sit-
uation is unprecedented and
there was no universally ac-
cepted protocol for treating
Covid-19.

Stating that the situation was
“fluid”, it said the guidelines for
management are continuously
evolved, refined and fine-tuned.
They are made by the experts
and cannot be altered “based on
the individual perception of
some medical professionals
which in certain cases, if not in

the present case, can be based on
either their individual experi-
ence or on extraneous
considerations”.

It also went into various ad-
visories issued by the Centre to
states and Union Territories for
setting up quarantine facilities
and ensuring safety of health-
care workers.

The government also said
that while the Hospital Infection
Control Committee in the health
facility is responsible for
Implementing the Infection
Prevention and Control activities
and for organising regular train-
ings for healthcare workers
(HCW), “the final responsibility
lies with the HCW to prevent in-
fection and to protect
himself/herself. This is true not
only for COVID but for number
of other infectious diseases to
which a HCW has potential to
get exposed as part of his/her
duty”.

CM: Those going to work in other
states should seek Jharkhand nod

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, JUNE 4

CHIEF MINISTER Hemant
Soren on Thursday said that
labourers who go to other
states for work should take
Jharkhand’s consent before
venturing out. He said the gov-
ernment should have a record
of all such labourers so that it
can help themin case they face
problems.

Soren said the move isin or-
der to protect labourers, espe-
cially women, from exploita-
tion outside the state, with
many such instances having
come to the fore. “These types
of incidents should not occur,
and that is why the state gov-
ernment is trying to set up fa-
cilities so that they go to other
states with full security,”
Soren said.

“That is why I have decided
thatif any labourer wishes to go
to other states, our effort will be
that most labourers go with the
state government’s consent,” he

CASE COUNT: THE CHANGING PICTURE

Alook at how Covid-19 case counts in states
are changing as migrants return home
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said.

The Chief Minister was re-
sponding to a question on the
state’s revocation of permission
to the Border Roads Organisation
for recruiting construction work-

ers from Dumka area.

Soren said that labourers
who go to work in Ladakh or
other border areas face difficul-
ties and live under stricter law
and order conditions.

Sustained doses of HCQQ may lessen risk of
infection among frontline workers: Study

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE, JUNE 4

ANEW ICMR study that exam-
ined the prophylactic role of hy-
droxychloroquine (HCQ) to pre-
vent the SARS-nCOV2 has found
that the risk of health care work-
ers (HCWs) getting the infection
was much less if a sustained
dose was taken along with use
of  Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE).

“Biologically, it appears plau-
sible that HCQ prophylaxis, be-
fore onset of infection, may in-
hibit the virus from gaining a

India pledges
$15 million to

international
vaccine alliance

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

INDIA ON Thursday pledged $15
million to Gavi, the international
vaccine alliance, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi making
the announcement during the
virtual Global Vaccine Summit
hosted by UK Prime Minister
Boris Johnson.

More than 50 countries, in-
cluding business leaders, UN
agencies, civil society, ministers
and Heads of State and partici-
pated in the summit.

The Prime Minister said India
stands in solidarity with the world
in these challenging times and
India’s civilisation teaches to see
the world as one family. He said
the country had tried to live up to
this teaching during this pan-
demic by sharing available stocks
of medicines with over 120 coun-
tries, forging acommon response
strategy in its immediate neigh-
bourhood and providing specific
support to countries that sought
the same, while also protecting
India’s vast population.

The Prime Minister said the
Covid-19 pandemic, in some
ways, has exposed the limita-
tions of global cooperation and
that for the first time in recent
history, humankind faces a clear
common enemy. He said that
India’s support to Gavi is not only
financial but the country’s huge
demand also brings down the
global price of vaccines for all.

foothold,” says the study
‘Healthcare workers & SARS-
CoV-2infection in India: A case-
control investigation in the time
of Covid-19’, which was pub-
lished recently in the Indian
Journal of Medical Research.
HCWs are at an elevated risk
of contracting Covid-19, and the
study findings come close on the
heels of the revised guidelines
which recommend the use of
hydroxychloroquine as a preven-
tive medication for asympto-
matic HCWs working in non-
Covid-19 hospitals, frontline staff
on surveillance duty in contain-
ment zones and
paramilitary/police personnel

involved in coronavirus infec-
tion-related activities.

While the ICMR has cau-
tioned that the intake of the
medicine should not instil a
sense of false security, the study;,
whose main emphasis was on
prevention of infections among
HCWs, has said simply initiating
hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) pro-
phylaxis did not reduce the odds
of acquiring SARS-CoV-2 infec-
tion among HCWs.

“However, with the intake of
four or more maintenance doses
of HCQ, the protective effect
started emerging,” Dr Samiran
Panda, director of ICMR-National
AIDS Research Institute (NARI)

and one of the study authors, told
The Indian Express. “A significant
reduction (>80%) in the odds of
SARS-CoV-2 infection in the
HCWswasidentified with the in-
take of six or more doses of HCQ
prophylaxis.”

HCQ, a repurposed anti-
malarial drug, was empirically
recommended as prophylaxis by
the National Covid-19 Task Force
in India to cover HCWs.

Data collection for this inves-
tigation was done during May 8-
23. HCWs tested between the
first week of April and the end of
first week of May formed the
sample pool, from which cases
(those who were positive) and

At Marine Drive in Mumbai, on Thursday. Ganesh Shirshekar

Inter-district travel allowed in
Mumbai Metropolitan Region

SANDEEP ASHAR
MUMBAI, JUNE 4

AS IT moves towards reopening
Mumbai and its economy, the
Uddhav Thackeray government
in Maharashtra on Thursday of-
fered more relaxations to facili-
tate the movement of people
within Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR), the epicentre of
Covid-19 pandemic in India.
Under its ‘Mission Begin
Again’ guidelines, the govern-
ment also permitted free inter-
district movement of people
within MMR - a day before mar-
kets and shops in the state, with
the exception of malls and mar-

ket complexes, start functioning
on alternate days.

The first phase of exit from
the lockdown — permitting peo-
ple toleave their homes for exer-
cise intheir neighbourhoods, and
resumption of self-employment
trades such as plumbing, pest
control, electrical works and
garages — was to begin on
Wednesday but was put off due
to Cyclone Nisarga. It will now
kick-off on Friday simultaneously
with Phase 2, in which markets
and shops will also reopen.

With suburban rail services
yet to be restored, trade associa-
tions had lobbied for allowing in-
ter-district road travel to facili-
tate the reopenings.

“Inter-district movement of per-
sons within the area of munici-
pal corporations in MMR shall be
allowed without any restric-
tions,” stated Thursday’s order
signed by Chief Secretary Ajoy
Mehta.

The Federation of Associations
of Maharashtra, a representative
body of 781 trade associations,
alsodemanded the resumption of
public bus transport.

The government has finally
permitted home delivery of
newspapers from June 7. The
government has also clarified
that in non-red zones, offices
and staff of educational insti-
tutes can continue to operate for
non-teaching purposes.

controls (those who were nega-
tive) were drawn. The ICMR data
portal contained the results and
contact details of 23,898 symp-
tomatic HCWs who were tested
for SARS-CoV-2 infection. From
this database, 21,402 records
were obtained, with 1,073 (5%)
confirmed SARS-CoV-2-infected
HCWs. Only 624 and 549 indi-
viduals could be contacted in the
case and control groups, respec-
tively, and interview schedules
of 378 cases and 373 controls
could be done. Of the 172 cases
and 193 controls reporting HCQ
intake, no significant difference
in the occurrence of adverse
drug reactions was noted.

Goa, Andhra to
probe source of
infection in key
containment zone

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PANAJI, JUNE 4

THE GOA government has estab-
lished contact with its Andhra
Pradesh counterpart as it contin-
ues to probe the “source of infec-
tion” of a Covid-19 containment
zoneinsouth Goa. Early this week,
the densely-populated Mangor
Hillin port town Vasco was desig-
nated a containment zone after a
family of six tested positive.

The move comes even as the
state added 40 new positive
cases on Thursday, bringing the
total in the state to 109. As many
as 32 of the 40 cases areresidents
of the containment zone, mak-
ing it the “priority point” for test-
ingand treatment. The rest were
people who travelled to Goa.

“The person in the family
(which tested positive) who was
symptomatic for a longer period
compared to other family mem-
bersisin the fish business. He was
constantly interacting with fish
trucks coming from Andhra
Pradesh. The godown he was go-
ing to was supplied primarily by
trucks from Andhra,” said Nila
Mohanan, state Health Secretary.

Mohanan added contact has
been established with the dis-
trict administration in Andhra
Pradesh, and that efforts were on
to identify the spread of the in-
fection. She said the Goan resi-
dent in Mangor could have come
in contact with more than one
person from Andhra Pradesh.

Government works on SOPs for reopening protected monuments

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI,JUNE 4

ASTORM that hit Agralast week,
with wind speeds of 127 km per
hour, caused extensive damage
to the marble railing of the Taj
Mahal and uprooted trees on the
lawns. As the news reached the
authorities, officials and staff of
the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) — its primary care-
taker — had to navigate the night
curfew in Covid hotspot Agra to
reach the spot. The damage was
assessed and documented in the

wee hours.

The world heritage monu-
ment was left mostly unattended
since the Centre ordered the
shutting of all ASI-protected
monuments on March 17.
Subsequently, as Agra saw a spike
in Covid-19 cases, even the main-
tenance staff found it hard to
reach the premises.

An ASl official told The Indian
Express, “We tried to ensure that
at least minimal maintenance
staff reaches our protected mon-
uments, so that cleaning, horticul-
ture and sanitation activities could
be done. But wherever a monu-

ment fell in a red zone, we were
helpless.”

In Delhi, too, hardly any
maintenance staff could make it
inside the premises of Qutb
Minar, Red Fort and Purana Qila
because all districts were desig-
nated red zones.

Incidentally, Qutb Minar also
suffered damage during the lock-
down, as an allegedly drunk man
crashed his speeding car into the
periphery of the complex last
month. The ASI filed a complaint
with police.

After theincident at Taj Mahal,
newly designated ASI D-G V

SOPs ON THE TABLE

Sanitisation of
premises before
opening

Thermal screening of
staff, officials, guides,
tourists

E-TICKETING TO BE ENCOURAGED

M Small groups to be
allowed entry at a time

M Social distancing norms
to be followed

M Staff and officials from
containment zones
disallowed

Vidyavathi visited Agra. ASI
Superintending Archaeologist
Vasant Swarnkar said, “We are as-

sessing how the damage can be
fixed, and how SOPs can be cre-
ated once the Ministry of Home

Affairs allows its reopening.”

The Ministry of Culture, in
consultation with the AS], is
working on creating SOPs for all
ASI-protected monuments,
sources told The Indian Express. It
is unlikely that the green signal
will be given this month.
However, the likely precautions
include doing away with ticket
windows in favour of e-ticketing,
allowing small groups inside,
sanitisation of premises and
keeping congested parts of mon-
uments out of bounds, the
sources said.

Taj gets an average of 6 lakh

New Delhi

tourists a month, and it will be a
mammoth task to ensure social
distancing there. However,
Swarnkar said they are not ex-
pecting a rush at the outset since
international travel remains sus-
pended and domestic movement
forleisure is likely to be limited in
the coming months.

On June 1, the Rajasthan gov-
ernment reopened some monu-
ments like Jantar Mantar, Hawa
Mahal and Amer Fort, which
come under the state govern-
ment’s purview and are notman-
aged by ASI. Prakash Chandra
Sharma, Director of the state’s

Department of Archaeology and
Museums, said: “We have already
issued SOPand instructed all con-
cerned to take required steps to
open the  monuments.
Programmes by folk artistes can
also be organised.”

However, he clarified that
monuments in containment
zones will not be opened, and
elephant rides and night tourism
atall sites remain suspended. For
the first two weeks, visitors’ en-
try will be free to avoid rush at
ticket windows. The monu-
ments will open on alternate
days to start with.
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AUSTRALIA WELCOMES
COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGIC
PARTNERSHIP WITH INDIA

Statement from Australian
High Commissioner to India,
HE Barry O'Farrell AO

1 AM very pleased to see Australia-India relations reach
a historic high with the Comprehensive Strategic Part-
nership agreed in yesterday's Virtual Leaders’ Summit. It
reflects growing cooperation for a decade and the trust
and confidence between Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Prime Minister Scott Morrison.

It was the first ever virtual summit between the two
leaders and a great deal was achieved, which has been

in the making for decades.

India and Australia are like-minded democracies with
a shared commitment to a free, open and inclusive Indo-
Pacific region. Our significant trade and economic rela-
tionship; strong strategic and defence ties; Indian dias-
pora in Australia driving the substantial education,
cultural and tourism links; and deepening people-to-
people linkages — make India one of Australia’s closest

partners in the Indo-Pacific.

There is real substance in our partnership. For in-
stance, one in 50 Australians today was born in India;
there are 105,156 Indian students in Australia; our de-
fence activities have quadrupled since 2014; our bilat-
eral naval exercise in 2019 witnessed the largest Aus-
tralian defence deployment to India and most complex
till date involving submarines and maritime patrol air-
craft; over 360,000 Indian tourists visited Australia last
year; 10.1% increase in two-way goods and services
trade with India (valued at AUD30.4 billion in 2018) and
our two-way stock of investment was valued at
AUD30.7 billion in 2018; the Australia Government's
largest bilateral science program — Australia-India
Strategic Research Fund (AISRF) is with India with a to-
tal commitment of more than $85 million since 2006.

But while impressive, there is great potential to do
more together. And we look forward to working with In-
dia for the prosperity and security of both of our citizens
and for the common good of all.

Scientific ties
to be boosted

importance of global cooperation

for saving lives and managing the
economic impacts of COVID-19, and
future global challenges. Both the
countries have resolved to share the
benefits of scientific and medical re-
search and development, strengthen
healthcare systems, and reflect on
the recommendations of the inde-
pendent and comprehensive evalua-
tion of the international health re-
sponse to COVID-19 to improve
capacity for global pandemic preven-
tion, preparedness, and response.

Both the countries have commit-
ted to a new phase of the Australia —
India Strategic Research Fund to pro-
mote innovative solutions for re-
sponding to and treating COVID-19,
as well as other jointly determined
priorities, to be preceded by a one-off
Special COVID-19 Collaboration
Round in 2020. They also decided to
work cooperatively through multilat-
eral, regional and plurilateral mecha-
nisms to strengthen and diversify
supply chains for critical health, tech-
nology and other goods and services.
Both the countries will work together
to strengthen international institu-
tions to ensure they are inclusive and
rules based.

Australia conveyed that India
could consider it as a stable, reliable
and trusted supplier of high-quality
mineral resources to India. Both
sides jointly decided to diversify and
expand the existing resources part-

I NDIA and Australia recognise the

PRIORITY SECTOR - The
Australian Government sees
science and technology as a
priority sector for Australia
to transform its investment
and trade relationship with
India.

LARGEST BILATERAL
SCIENCE PROGRAMME -
The Australia-India Strategic
Research Fund (AISRF) is the
Australian Government's
largest bilateral science pro-
gramme, with a total com-
mitment of more than

$85 million since 2006.

354 PROJECTS
ACROSS AREAS - Since
2006, the AISRF has sup-
ported 354 collaborative ac-
tivities in total, covering
agriculture, energy and wa-
ter security, astronomy, nan-
otechnology and vaccines.

nership. The MoU on cooperation in
the field of mining and processing of
Critical and Strategic minerals iden-
tifies specific areas where both sides
will work together to meet the tech-
nological demands of the future
economy. Both countries jointly de-
cided to cooperate on new technolo-
gies for exploration and extraction
of other minerals.

Unique engagement with a substantial outcome

Picture credit: @ScottMorrisonMP twitter
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i On 4 June, the Honourable Prime Minister of India Narendra
Modi and the Hon Scott Morrison MP, Prime Minister of
Australia participated in an India-Australia Leaders’ Virtual
Summit.

Affirming their commitment to strengthening Australia-India
ties for the future, the leaders committed to elevating the
relationship to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.

The elements of the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership include
defence and maritime security, critical minerals and supply
chains, cyber-security and technology and science and research
supporting COVID-19 and other challenges.

The outcomes from the Virtual Leaders’ Summit reflect our
shared goals for a more open, prosperous and inclusive Indo-
Pacific and a world of stronger institutions equipped to support
the interests of all states, economic growth and human
development.

mJ Defence

Virtual Summit for Real Good

At a virtual summit on Thursday, India and Australia looked to further strengthen ties
between both the countries and explore endless opportunities in various realms

URING the first-ever bilateral India-
Australia virtual summit, Australia
supported India playing a key role in
the Indo-Pacific region, with Prime
Minister Scott Morrison saying “We are com-
mitted to an open, inclusive and prosperous
Indo-Pacific, and India's role in that region. Our
region will be critical in the years ahead." He fur-
ther added, "We share an ocean and we share re-

sponsibility for that ocean as well, its health,
well-being and security. The relationship we are
forming around those issues on our maritime do-
main, | think is the platform for so many other
things between our countries."

The Australian Prime Minister praised Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his dynamic
leadership in mitigating the effects of COVID-19
crisis. PM Modi shared with his Australian coun-

terpart how the Indian government had decided
to view the COVID-19 crisis as an opportunity,
saying, "In India, a process of comprehensive re-
forms has been initiated in almost all areas. Very
soon its result will be seen at the ground level."

Stressing the need to work together, PM
Modi said, "We need to think how our ties can
become a factor of stability for not just the
Indo-Pacific region but the entire world. We

should think how we can work together for the
global good."

The summit culminated in signing and an-
nouncement of several agreements and MoUs,
including on Critical and Strategic minerals, Cy-
ber and Cyber-Enabled Critical Technology Co-
operation, Maritime Cooperation in Indo-Pa-
cific, Defence Science and Technology, amongst
many others.

WITH globally ranked in-
stitutions, finest peda-
gogy and great post-
study work rights,
Australia is a popular
higher education destina-
tion for Indian students.
This pandemic has en-
couraged educational in-
stitutions globally to go
digital and become more
accessible to students via
online classrooms. With
Australian institutions
embedding online learn-
ing in their curriculum,
flexibility to attend
classes remotely, e-li-
braries and support ser-
vices, it proves their pro-
gressiveness about the
whole situation.
| believe such initia-
tives will help students
access quality Australian
education during this cri-
sis and save their valu-
able time and money un-
til they transfer to
on-campus delivery; be-
sides keeping their
higher education dreams
safeguarded.
Piyush Kumar
Regional Director - South
Asia, IDP Education

WANT
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TO STUDY ABROAD:
K AUSTRALIA....

With 22,000 courses available in 1,100 universities and
institutions, Australia is one of the most sought-after education
destinations for Indian millennials

TANDING proud with 8 of
Sthe top 100 universities in

the world, Australia is one of
the world’s most favoured educa-
tion destinations of all time. Every
year, an increasing number of In-
dian students opt for Australia to
study abroad, for its world-class
education, post-study work oppor-
tunities and excellent quality of liv-
ing. No matter what course you
choose, you'll be assured of un-
beatable academic excellence and
superb support system for interna-
tional students.

One of the most desirable edu-
cation destinations among Indian
students, Australia offers a
plethora of courses to choose from
— 22,000 courses available in
1,100 universities and institutions.
Choose any of these courses and
acquire globally recognised de-
grees, explore various scholarship
opportunities and receive educa-

mIndiaisAustralia's sec-
ond largest source of in-
ternational students.
There are 105,156 Indian
students in Australia.
mPopular courses include
—Management, Informa-
tion Technology, Engi-
neering, Food & Hospital-
ity, Health, Vocational
Education and Training
(VET).

m66% Indian students
are enrolled in higher ed-
ucation — Master's and
PhD levels.

tion from the best instructors in
the world.

In a first-ever virtual summit,
Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison and Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi agreed that ed-
ucation, research and skills are a
central component of the bilateral
relationship. Both sides noted they
underpin the progress and growth
trajectories of both the countries,
and the exchange of students and
academics between both the na-
tions generates valuable people-
to-people links. Both sides agreed
to continue efforts to expand their
partnership in these areas, includ-
ing deepening research collabora-
tions. Both the countries have de-
cided to work together to support
the development of education
campuses in each other's coun-
tries. Both sides also agreed to
jointly decide to enhance their
partnership in the domain of edu-
cation through the Australia-India
Education Council.

Collaboration
in defence to be
strengthened

ON the occasion of the first ever virtual summit,
India and Australia agreed to deepen and
broaden their collaboration in the defence
space. To advance this, both the sides will en-
gage in enhancing the scope and complexity of
their military exercises and engagement activi-
ties to develop new ways to address shared se-
curity challenges. To increase military inter-op-
erability through defence exercises, both the
sides agreed to rely on their arrangement con-
cerning Mutual Logistics Support (MLSA). It was
agreed that the Implementing Arrangement
concerning cooperation in Defence Science and
Technology to the MoU on Defence Coopera-
tion provides a framework for growing cooper-
ation between the defence science and tech-
nology research organisations of both countries.

Defence activities between the two coun-
tries quadrupled from 2014 to around forty last
year. Third iteration of Australia-India bilateral
naval exercise AUSINDEX witnessed the largest
ever Australian defence deployment to India
and most complex to date, involving subma-
rine-on-submarine activities, and coordinated
P-8 maritime patrol aircraft missions over the
Bay of Bengal. The two sides have carried out
complex defence operations; during Exercise
KAKADU in August 2018, the Royal Australian
Air Force conducted a mid-air refueling with
the Indian Air Force.

People-to-people links
on growth trajectory

VER the past many years,
OIndia-AustraIia bilateral

ties have grown. One of
the reasons behind this dramatic
transformation in the relationship
is the strong people-to-people
linkages. The deep connect of
both the countries is based on
this strong foundation. Building
on our historic ties, cultural links
and extensive people-to-people
connections, our bilateral rela-
tionship with Australia has grown
tenfold over the years. The strong
people-to-people connections
have enriched all aspects of our
bilateral ties.

The Indian diaspora in Australia
is now the fastest-growing com-
munity. In recognition of the grow-
ing contribution of Indians and
Australians to the relationship,
both the countries will continue to
work to deepen diaspora and
community-level engagement.
Punjabi is the fastest growing lan-
guage in Australia; one in 50 Aus-
tralians today was born in India,
over 360,000 tourists visited Aus-
tralia from India last year which is
the fastest growing group of for-
eign visitors to Australia and Hin-
duism is the fastest growing reli-
gion in Australia.
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MORE ON SAMOSAS

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi and Australian PM Scott
Morrison engaged in light-hearted banter over samosas, which
Morrison had made a few days ago and had called them
Scomosas. Morrison also talked about cooking Gujarati khichdi,
and said they could have Modimosas, just like Scomosas.

to the counsel and media.

ARMED AND ONLINE

WITH THE Supreme Court going full throttle on virtual hear-
ings via video-conference, the court staff seem to have armed
themselves with ‘tools’ to nudge lawyers in case they run into
technical difficulties. On Thursday, the staff in one of the courts
held up a placard which read “please unmute your audio” as
alawyer went on speaking without realising that his micro-
phone was on mute mode. On Wednesday, one of the judges
forgot to mute his microphone between the hearings and
some comments he shared with fellow judges were audible

URBAN Focus

THE THEME for this year's World Environment Day celebra-
tions will be Nagar Van or urban forests, in keeping with the in-
ternational focus on biodiversity, Union Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar announced. In the midst of a pandemic,
World Environment Day — which is observed on June 5 every
year — will be hosted by the ministry as a “virtual celebration”.

In letter to PM, Macron offers
to help those hit by Amphan

New Delhi: In the aftermath of
Cyclone Amphanin India, French
President Emmanuel Macron
wrote to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday and
offered to extend any support
that India might consider neces-
sary to come to the aid of those
directly affected.

In the spirit of the phone call
held by the two leaders on
March 31 to fight the Covid-19

pandemic, sources said France
and India have enhanced
their training and research co-
operation.

The French Development
Agency has finished finalising a
concessional loan of 200 million
euros, which will bolster the
World Bank in providing addi-
tional social protection to the
most vulnerable in India,
sources said. ENS

BLAST IN GUJARAT CHEMICAL FACTORY

Two more deaths take toll to 10, unit asked to close

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SURAT, JUNE 4

TWO MORE workers of Yashashvi
Rasayan chemical unit, in Dahej
area of Gujarat’s Bharuch district,
on Thursday succumbed to burn

injuries, sustained from
Wednesday’s blast at the factory.
This takes the toll to 10.

The state Directorate of
Industrial Safety and Health has
issued a closure notice to the unit
and ordered safety of audit of all
factories in Dahej.

According to officials, four de-
ceased persons were from Bihar,
two from Gujarat and one worker
each came from West Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh.

A10thvictim,aged around 30,
isyettobeidentified, officials said.

District Collector M D Modia
said, “Two labourers are still in
critical condition. The others un-
dergoing treatment in hospitals
are stable.”

Additional Chief Secretary,
Labour and Employment, Vipul
Mittra said the closure notice was
issued under Section 4(2) of
Factories Act. “We have started in-
vestigation. To ensure safety of
workers, the unit will not be al-
lowed toresume operations until
adequate safety measures are in
place,” Mittra stated.

The explosion in a chemical
storage tank at Yashashvi
Rasayan chemical factory, owned
by the Patel Group, on

PM private secy gets
World Bank posting

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi’s private secretary, Rajeev
Topno, has been appointed Senior
Advisor to the Executive Director
at World Bank, a personnel min-
istry statement issued on Thurs-
day said. Topno is a 1996-batch
IAS officer from the Gujarat cadre.

Meanwhile, Brajendra Navnit,
whoserved in the Prime Minister’s
Office, has been appointed Amba-
ssador and Permanent Represe-
ntative of India to the World Trade
Organisation. The 1999-batch
Tamil Nadu cadre IAS officer was
Joint Secretary between July 2014
and September 2019.

The appointments are be-
lieved to be significant as they
come amid a contraction of the
economy due to the coronavirus
pandemic. These organisations
playacrucialrolein trade-related
matters.

Five other officers have been
appointed to different economic
and trade-related posts abroad.

Senior IAS officer Ravi Kota
will be Minister (Economic)at the
Indian embassy in Washington.
Heisa1993-batchIAS officer from
the Assam-Meghalaya cadre.

Lekhan Thakkar, a Central
Secretariat Service officer, has
been appointed Counsellor
(Economic) at the Indian
Embassy in Beijing, China.

H Atheli, a 2000-batch offi-
cer of the Indian Civil Accounts
Service (ICAS), will be Advisor
(Director-level) to the Executive
Director of the Asian
Development Bank.

Anwar Hussain Shaik has
been appointed Counsellor,
Permanent Mission of India to
the WTO. He is an Indian Railway
Traffic Service officer from the

2000 batch.
N Ashok Kumar will be
Advisor  (Industry  and

Engineering),atIndia's Embassy
in Brussels, Belgium. He is a
2004-batch IAS officer from the
Manipur cadre.

All these officers will have a
tenure of three years, the person-
nel ministry order said.

Firefighters on bikes spray disinfectant in a containment zone in Chennai on Thursday. P11

TN varsity predicts 1.5 lakh Covid
cases in Chennai by mid-July

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JUNE 4

EPIDEMIOLOGISTS AT the state-
run Tamil Nadu Dr MGR Medical
University has predicted, based on
mathematical projections, that
Chennai city may witness 1.5 lakh
Covid-19 cases and up to 1,600
deaths by July second week at the
current rate of growth.

The university controls the
medical education and medical
colleges in the state, and its pro-
jections are used by government
for active surveillance and pre-
paredness.

Dr G Srinivas, professor and
head of the department of epi-
demiology at the university, said
their projection shows the num-
ber of cases in Chennai will touch
1.5 lakh byJuly 15 and will peakin
mid-October. The university be-
gan projections from April 18,and
submitted it to the governmentin
May first week. “The disease conti-
nues to spread. However, the gov-
ernment is currently well-prepa-
red to handle the number of cases
withenoughnumber of beds, iso-
lation facilities, ICUs and such cru-
cialinfrastructure,” he said.

His team'’s projection says the
state mayrecord 1.3 lakh Covid-19
cases and 769 deaths by June 30.

In19days, Covid cases in state

The explosion took place in
achemical storage tank. P11

Wednesday had led to six deaths
onthe spot. Two others died sub-
sequently in hospital. Seventy-
seven people were admitted to
different hospitals in Bharuch
with varying levels of injury; 33

jumped from 10,000t0 27,256 on
Thursday. The city has 9,066 ac-
tive cases,and reported 1,072 cas-
es Thursday. Of the total cases rep-
orted in Tamil Nadu since March 7,
18,693 cases were from Chennai.

The university in the second
week of April predicted that Covid
cases will go up from 3,097 to
5,442 in the first 10 days of May.
Thereal figures rose from 2,526 to
7,204 between May 1 and 10.
Projection of Covid death number
for May 10 was 38 and the actual
figure was 47.

Mathematical projections can
promptgovernments todecideon
intervention strategies to contain
the spread of the disease, but long-
haul projections can be widely off
the mark. These projections can
also throw up very different sce-
narios depending on the models
used and the assumptions made.

Dr R Ramakrishnan, a senior
scientistand former director of the
National Institute of Epidemio-
logy said: “Neither are scientists
gods nor is this guess work. Just
because their projections had
been true for the past two months,
we cannotsay, it can stillgo wrong
in coming months as there are
many social factors. But these are
indications that deserve to be
taken seriously,” he said.

When outstation bus and train
services resume, things may

of them have been discharged.
The nine deceased identified
are: Rashmikant Chauhan (35)
from Ahmedabad; Surajlal Singh
Rajput (35) from Gopalganj in
Bihar; Naresh Prajapati (27) of
Bharuch; Pramod Yadav(26)from
Sant Kabir Nagar district of UP;
Munna Singh Shivprasad Singh
(38)from Rohtas district of Bihar;
Arun Kori (19) of Sidhi district in
Madhya Pradesh; Tripurari Rai
(25) from Bihar’s Samastipur dis-
trict; Jayant Mahato (28) from
West Bengal's Bankura district;
and Hari Darshankumar Chaud-
hary (20) from Darbhanga, Bihar.
Factory inspector ND Vaghela,
whohasbeenat the spot since We-
dnesday;, said, “The exact cause of
blastwillbe known afteradetailed

change suddenly, he said. “Orifwe
get a better clarity about clinical
symptoms and treatment for
Covid-19 from a research abroad
or here, all these projections will
become insignificant. But like
lockdown, which was not tocom-
bat the virus but to buy time for
the government to prepare, these
forecast for July or October also
should be taken into considera-
tion,” Ramakrishnan said.

The university’s projections for
Chennai were accurate. Their
mathematical model had pro-
jected 83 deaths on May 25, whi-
ch came true. Their forecast of
cases for the same day — 11,119 —
justfellshortof 12 cases.Whenthe
forecast for June 3 said there will
be 17,738 casesand 156 deaths, ac-
tual figures were 17,598 and 153.

State disaster management
commissioner ] Radhakrishnan
said 9,034 people have recovered
so far in the city. “About 1,000
containment zones (or streets)
have not reported a single case in
the past 14 days. Highest number
of cases are in Chennai but it does
not mean the entire city is af-
fected. Maximum number of
cases are concentrated in a few
localities such as highly con-
gested residential neighbour-
hoods and slums in Royapuram,
Anna Nagar, Teynampet and
Kodambakkam.”

probe, whichwill take afew days.”

Officials have notyetbeenable
to enter the storage tank area
given the toxicity, which Vaghela
said will last for two or three more
days. “We are trying to contact
company authorities to find out
which chemicals were stored in
these tanks,” he said.

Bharuch SP Rajendrasinh
Chudasma said, “For now, we in-
vestigating it as an accidental
death case. We are trying toiden-
tify the deceased and contact their
family members. FSL officials, fac-
tory inspector and industries
safety officials are carrying out
(parallel) investigations.”

He said the owners have “not
yet come before the police; we are
trying to contact them”.

CHINA LONG HAUL

After Trump-Modi call,
India briefs Russia

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

AHEAD OF the military-level en-
gagement between India and
China to de-escalate the situa-
tion along the Line of Actual
Control, India has stepped up its
diplomacy with major powers.

After Prime Minister
Narendra Modi discussed the sit-
uation on the India-China bor-
der with US President Donald
Trump, Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla has “updated”
Russian Ambassador Nikolay
Kudashev on the “recent devel-
opments” on the situation along
the LAC, The Indian Express has
learnt.

Sources said that if the stand-
off is “protracted”, Delhi may
brief more countries in the com-
ing days. However, there has
been no talk of international me-
diation, sources said.

During Doklam, India had
steered away fromdiscussing the
situation with other countries, al-
though there were some briefings
which had taken place in Beijing

by the Chinese government.

This time, India — for the first
time — in at least last 20 years,
publicly acknowledged that it
had discussed the stand-off at
the India-China border with the
US President.

In the past, the India-China
border may have been discussed
but it was not declared publicly
and was couched in the diplo-
matic phrase of “regional devel-
opments” or “regional security
situation”.

The feeling in New Delhi is
thatitneeds to “clearly articulate
its position” to the world given
that it is Beijing that has recently
undertaken activity hindering
India's normal patrolling patterns.

More so whenin the “rules-
based order,” Beijing is per-
ceived to be violating some of
them — from South China Sea to
WHO — there is view that New
Delhi may be able to make a case
out of the current LAC situation.

However, as of now, New
Delhiis clear that it is not seeking
any international mediation
with China.

While Trump had publicly

A day after Nisarga struck, people clear branches of an
uprooted tree at Panvel in Raigadh district on Thursday. P11

CYCLONE NISARGA

Uddhav to visit worst-hit
Raigad district today

VISHWAS WAGHMODE
& MAYURA JANWALKAR
MUMBAI, JUNE 4

ADAY after Cyclone Nisargamade
landfall near Shrivardhan in
Maharashtra’s Raigad district, the
preliminary assessment showed
that Raigad was the worst affected
with around 5 lakh houses and
more than 5,000 hectare agricul-
ture land damaged.

Road, power and telecom
connectivity has been disrupted
in most parts of the district.

Chief Minister Uddhav Thack-
eray will visit the district Friday,
said Shiv Sena secretary Milind

Narvekar. After inspecting af-
fected villages, Uddhav will hold
areview meeting with the district
administration in Alibag.

Thackeray held a meeting on
videoconference to assess the
damage in Konkanregion. A state-
ment issued by his office said he
has directed Maharashtra State
Electricity Distribution Company
Limited to restore power supply
onawar footing. Also, people evac-
uated tocamps in Mumbai should
be allowed to return only after a
Covid-19 test, he has said.

Raigad guardian minister Aditi
Tatkare said she will meet Thack-
eray and his deputy Ajit Pawar and
seek a special financial package.

His ability to observe extraordinary in
ordinary changed texture of Hindi cinema

SHUBHRAGUPTA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

TO SAY that the passing of Basu
Chatterjee, the writer-director
who defined the hopes and aspi-
rations, and techni-coloured
dreams of middle-class India, is
the end of an era, is not enough.
The cinematic epoch born out of
his ability to acutely observe the
extraordinary in the ordinary,and
translate those moments on
screen, changed the texture and
complexion of Hindi cinema.
Chatterjee was one of the
most significant architects of the
middle-of-the-road, slice-of-life
cinema, whose edifice he built via
one film after another, from his
debut feature Sara Akash (1969),
to Kamla Ki Maut (’89), and so
many others in between. Each of
those films gave us a bunch of
characters we felt for, rooted for.
And a way to see, to laugh —
more smile than guffaw —and to
cry. Gentle tears, which would be
wiped away to greet a new day.

Not loud melodrama created by
the glycerine and hysteria which
we were so used to, in the potboil-
ers of the time.

Chatterjee passed away in
Mumbai this morning, He was 93.

Chatterjee, along with his
best-known contemporaries,
Hrishikesh Mukherjee and Basu
Bhattacharya, did not notjustcre-
ate timeless films (Chhoti Si Baat,
Rajnigandha, Baton Baton Mein,
Shaukeen, Khatta Meetha, Chitchor,
Piya Ka Ghar, Chameli Ki Shaadi).
He imparted a sense of pride and
identity toanIndian demographic
which had noreal visual notion of
whatit stood for. The angry young
man in Deewaar who beat up a
godown full of goons was notone
of us. The young man in Manzil
who wants to impress his lady
love by talking himself up? We
knew that guy.

Both young men were played
by the reigning star of the 70s,
AmitabhBachchan: thefirstwasa
‘hero’, moulded by Salim Javed
and Yash Chopra, whose anger
burnteverything around him; the

BASU CHATTERJEE
19272020

second was just a lover celebrat-
ingalovely monsoon day, singing
‘rim jhim gire saawarn’, in his suit
and black-and-white striped tie,
splashing in puddles with a wet
sari-clad Moushumi Chatterjee.
Why anyone would wear a three-
piece suit in the fullness of a
Mumbai monsoon is for you to
find out, in one of the most under-
rated outings of both the director
and the actor.

That feeling of instant recog-

nition, of seeing people like us on
the big screen, doing the kind of
stuffwe doonaneveryday basis —
struggling with public transport
woes and wily bosses and tricky
colleagues and how-to-say-I-
love-you to your paramours —
was a fresh, new feeling for Hindi
film viewers. That, and so much
more, was brought to vivid, won-
drous life by Chatterjee, and the
actor who best personified
Chatterjee’s ‘heroes’, Amol
Palekar. The two made their best
films together : Rajnigandha (74),
Chhoti Si Baat (76), Chitchor (76),
Baton Baton Mein (79).

While Bachchan was forging
ahead with his angsty persona,
which spoke to the roiling sys-
temic injustice and consequent
political turbulence of the 70s, the
Chatterjee-Palekar combine was
giving us the films where we
could breathe, and a world im-
bued by a sense of welcome ordi-
nariness: beating up baddies sin-
gle-handedly looks great on
screen; living one day ata time in
the real world, and making those

New Delhi

ups-and-downs interesting, is the
real deal.

It wasn’t as if he only made
mild-mannered comedies. Sara
Akash, based on aRajendra Yadav
novel, was a spiky take onincom-
patible marriages,and how hands
are forced in joint families.
Chameli Ki Shaadi ('86), starring
Anil Kapoor and Amrita Singh,
raises the ugly face of classismand
casteism, and the way itis done is
quite remarkable, stinging and
biting while it makes us laugh.
Kamla Ki Maut, starring Pankaj
Kapoor, Supriya Pathak, Roopa
Ganguly, and one of Irrfan Khan'’s
early films, is a sharply observed
look at the stigma attached to pre-
marital sex,and how hypocrisy is
the bedrock of our social mores.

But his most-loved films are
the ones that brim over with quiet
exuberance, the joys and sorrows
which mark and celebrate life as
itislived: Chatterjee knew exactly
how to make that happen, in his
chhoti-chhoti-si-baat. And how apt
thatwe sing this, today,and every-
day, kisi ke jaane ke baad.

suggested so, New Delhi has
maintained that it is working
through diplomatic and military
channels to resolve the situation
peacefully.

China has also maintained
the same position, as the Foreign
ministry spokesperson said in
Beijing Wednesday, “On border-
related issues, there have been
sound mechanisms and chan-
nels of communication between
China and India, and the two
sides are capable of properly re-
solving relevant issues through
dialogue and consultation. There
is no need for any third party to
intervene.”

Incidentally, after the
Trump-Modi call Tuesday, the
the spokesperson for the
Russian Foreign Ministry said:
“The idea of an expanded
G7summitisin general astepin
the right direction, but does not
really mean a true representa-
tion. For instance, it is obvious
that it is hardly possible to im-
plement serious global initia-
tives without China”.

The statement was tweeted
by the Russian embassy in India.

Gujarat govt
announces
Aatmanirbhar
package worth
Rs 14,000 crore

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JUNE 4

THE GUJARAT government on
Thursday announced a Gujarat
Aatmanirbhar package worth Rs
14,000 crore to help individuals,
industries and businesses.

The package announced by
Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has
proposed a relief worth Rs 2,300
crore under which the govern-
ment will waive property tax,
electricity bill and motor vehicle
tax forindividuals, commercial es-
tablishments and industrial enti-
ties. The government has also an-
nounced subsidies worthRs 3,038
crore to industries.

AnotherRs 458 crore hasbeen
proposed to help industrial units
with estates operated by the
Gujarat Industrial Development
Corporation. Additionally, Rs
1,000 crore has been allocated as
subsidies for the housing sector,
as a part of which 1.6 lakh afford-
able houses will be built.

These announcements were
made based on recommenda-
tions of the first interim report
submitted by the Economic Advi-
sory Group headed by former fi-
nance secretary Hasmukh Adhia.

The government has allocated
Rs 1,190 crore for agriculture, ani-
mal husbandry and fishing sec-
tors,and Rs 525 crore for creating
self-employment under Gujarat
Aatmanirbhar Sahay Yojana-2,
wherein entrepreneurs will be
givenloans betweenRs 1-2.5 lakh
through cooperative banks.The
government had launched the
scheme two weeks ago, wherein
small loans up to Rs 1 lakh were
promised to beneficiaries.

The government also pro-
posed Rs466 crore in subsidies to
migrant and tribal construction
workers to build their own homes.

The government has an-
nounced a 20 per cent relief in
property tax to commercial enti-
ties for 2020-"21. This relief,
amounting toRs 600 crore is exp-
ected tobenefit 23 lakh commer-
cial establishments. Residential
ownersinurbanareas canalso get
a 10 per cent discount if they pay
property tax before July 31,2020.
Thisreliefof Rs 144 crore will ben-
efit 72 lakh property owners.

In the power sector, the gov-
ernment hasannounced arelief of
Rs 650 crore to residential con-
sumers using less than 200 units
in a month. Such consumers, the
government has said, will not have
topay fora 100 units. Thisisaone-
timerelief. For 33 lakh commercial
consumers with Low Tension con-
nections, the government has an-
nouncedareliefworthRs 200 crore
by forgoing fixed charges for May
2020.High Tension consumersare
beingallowed to pay fixed charges
infourequalinstalments between
September and December. For
small entrepreneurs and
shopowners, electricity duty has
beenreduced by 5 per cent for June,
July and August.
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NORTHERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice
* )RE S S E I s ;s ; ORK The Senior Divisional Commercial Manager/Freight, Northern Railway, New Delhi invites E-tender for the contract of leasing of
L SLR/SLRD space in the following trains originating from various stations over Delhi Division:-
Tender Opening Date :- 06.07.2020
&K t 3 f ul f UP records S. | Train Station From Station To Comptt. cC Days of | R.P. EMD T?:':;:(:r Tender
nO 1 leS r eS Or Common . No. é?_lﬁ%l) (Tonnes)| operation| (Rs.) (inRs.) ég('}lUd‘I]rég/ No.
. another peak in (nfs) |
t e St ln UT for Class_ I ‘ ) p OStS fat a]ltl es. t Otal 1 |54308 | DLI (DELHI) MB (MORADABAD) FI 4 Daily | 4536 [100000 | 1180 |SLR-FI-54308-June20
’ 2 |54308 | DLI(DELHI) MB (MORADABAD) Fil 4 Daily | 4536 [100000 | 1180 |SLR-FIl-54308-June20
. . . . . tOll now 245 3 | 15956 | DLI(DELHI) DBRG (DIBRUGARH) FI 3.9 Daily | 32976100000 | 1180 | SLR-FI-15956-June20
Reduces Welghtage for local Candldates 1n dlSt-levelebS 4 [12156 | NZM (HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN) | HBD (HABIBGANJ) Fll 4 Daily | 11954 (100000 | 1180 | SLR-FIl-12156-June20
5 |12156 | NZM (HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN) | HBJ (HABIBGANJ) RI 4 Daily | 11954[100000 | 1180 |SLR-RI-12156-June20
elsin the erstwhile state of JRK.  posts will get 10 additional marks 6 |54641 | DLI(DELHI) FZR (FIROZPUR CANT) Fi 4 Daily | 7642 100000 | 1180 | SLR-FI-54641-June 20
ARUN SHARMA The new rules have been overandabove marksinwritten =~ AVANEESHMISHRA 7 |54641 | DLI(DELHI) FZR (FIROZPUR CANT) FH 4 Daily | 7642 [100000 | 1180 |SLR-FH-54641-June20
JAMMU, JUNE 4 made by UT administration un-  test, apart from five marksto LUCKNOW, JUNE 4 8 [54641 | DLI(DELHI) FZR (FIROZPUR CANT) RI 4 Daily | 7642 (100000 1180 | SLR-RI-54641-June20
der powers conferred by proviso  other categories. 9 [54541 | MTC (MEERUT CITY) UMB (AMBALA. CANT JN) Fl 4 Daily | 5040 100000 | 1180 |SLR-FI-54541-June20
THE JAMMU and Kashmir ad- to Article 309 of Indian National Conference provin-  UTTARPRADESH onThursday re- 10 [54541 [ MTC (MEERUT CITY) UMB (AMBALA CANT IN) Fll 4 Daily | 5040 [100000 | 1180 |SLR-FIl-54541-June20
ministrationonThursday framed ~ Constitutionread withSection15  cial president Devender Rana  ported its highest single-day fatal- 11 [54541 | MTC (MEERUT CITY) UMB (AMBALA. CANT JN) RI 4 Daily | 5040 [100000 | 1180 | SLR-RI-54541-June 20
rules providing foracommon of J&K  Civil Services said the practice of recruitment ity linked to novel coronavirus 12 |54539 | NZM (HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN) | UMB (AMBALA CANT JN) FI 4 Daily | 6189 100000 | 1180 | SLR-FI-54539-June 20
written test across the Union  (Decentralisation and  to Class-IV posts at the district ~ with 15 deaths in a 24-hour pe- 13 54539 | NZM (HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN) | UMB (AMBALA CANT JN) Fil 4 Daily | 6189 |100000 | 1180 | SLR-FII-54539-June20
Territory for Class-IV posts aris-  Recruitment)Act,2010,thenoti-  level was introduced to ensure  riod, taking the total toll to 245. 14 54539 | NZM (HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN) | UMB (AMBALA CANT JN) RI 4 Daily | 6189 [100000 | 1180 |SLR-RI-54539- June20
ingatevendistrictand divisional  fication pointed out. fair competition among candi-  Thelast time such a high number 15 151902 | DLI(DELHI)- AGC (AGRA CANTIT) Fi 4 Daily | 5040 100000 | 1180 | SLR-FI-51902- June20
levels. The rules say candidates will ~ dates from a similar academic  of deaths were reported in one 16 51902 | DLI (DELHI) AGC (AGRA CANTI) HI 4 Daily | 5040 (100000 | 1180 | SLR-FII-51902-June20
Earlier, recruitment to Class-  be selected by Service Selection  ecosystem,as those comingfrom  day was on May 28 (15 deaths) 17 |51902 | DLI(DELHI) AGC (AGRA CANTID RI 4 Daily | 5040 |100000 | 1180 | SLR-RI-51902- June20
IV district- and divisional-level ~ Board on the basis of only the  far-off rural districts such as  and May 22 (14 deaths). 18 |29020 | MTC (MEERUT CITY) MDS (MANDASOR) Fi 4 Daily | 13852|100000 | 1180 | SLR-RI-29020- June20
vacancieswas made fromamong ~ written test; they provide for85  Doda, Kishtwar, Poonch and Also, 371 new cases of Covid- 19 29020 | MTC (MEERUT CITY) MDS (MANDASOR) RI 4 Daily | 13852|100000 | 1180 | SLR-RI-29020 June20
candidates from respective dis-  marks for UT cadre posts,andad- ~ Kupwara may not be able to 19 were reported in the last 24 20 |22692 | NZM (HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN) | SBC (ICSR BENGALURU) F 39 | Daiy |39220/100000 | 1180 [SLR-FI-22692-June 200
tricts or divisions. ditional marks to different cate-  compete with candidates from  hours, taking the total number of 21 | 22656 | NZM (HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN) | TVC (TRIVANDRUMCNTL) | FI 4 Friday | 38040/100000 | 1180 | SLR-F1-22656-June20
However, to ensure a fair  gory of candidates, such as 5  districts such as Jammu and  infected people to 9,237. The last 22 | 22656 | NZM (HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN) | TVC (TRIVANDRUMCNTL) | FlI 4 Friday | 38040/100000 | 1180 | SLR-FIl-22656-June20
chance tolocal candidatestoget ~ marks for candidates whose  Srinagar. Allocation of 10addi- 1,000 cases—from 8,000 to 23 | 22656 | NZM (HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN) | TVC (TRIVANDRUMCNTL) | RI 4 Friday | 38040/100000 | 1180 |SLR-RI-22656-June20
selected for these jobs, the rules  family memberneitherisnorhas  tional marks to local candidates ~ 9,000—were added in four days. 24 22654 | NZM (HAZRAT NIZAMUDDI | TVC (TRIVANDRUMCNTL | FI 4 Monday| 34827100000 | 1180 | SLR-FI-22654-June20
provided for grant of 5-10 addi-  been in government service,5  duringselection for district cadre Accordingto official numbers, 25 |22654 | NZM (HAZRAT NIZAMUDDI | TVC (TRIVANDRUM CNTL il 4 Monday| 34827100000 1180 | SLR-FII-22654-June20
tional marks over and above marks for widows, divorced  postscannotserve thatpurpose, three deaths each were reported 26_|22654 | NZM (HAZRAT NIZAMUDDI | TVC (TRIVANDRUMCNTL | RI 4 Monday| 34827100000 | 1180 | SLR-RI-22654- June20
what they obtained in thewrit-  women, judicially separated Ranasaid. from Meerut and Firozabad, two 27 |22634 | NZM (HAZRAT NIZAMUDDI | TVC (TRIVANDRUM CNTL F1 4 Friday | 38040]100000 | 1180 |SLR-FI-22634-Junc20
. . 28 |22634 | NZM (HAZRAT NIZAMUDDI | TVC (TRIVANDRUM CNTL Fil 4 Friday | 38040(100000 | 1180 |SLR-FIl-22634-June20
ten test. women and orphan girls, and 5 Ankur Sharma, leader of the  each from Agra, Ghaziabad, -
A notification about J&K points for casual workers en-  outfit IkkJutt, which claims to  Bulandshahr and one each from 29 {22634 | NZW (HAZRAT NIZAMUDD! | TVC (TRIVANDRUM CNTL al 4 Friday | 98040100000 | 1180 |SLR-RI.22634. June20
. . . 30 |22461 | NDLS (NEW DELHI) SVDK (SHMATA VD KATRA) [ FI 3.9 Daily | 11084100000 | 1180 | SLR-FI-22461-June20
Appointmentto Class IV(Spec!al gaged fo.r ﬁye years ormore. fightagainst purportedattempts  Azamgarh, l?rat.apgarh and 31 |22414 | NZM (HAZRAT NIZAMUDDIN) | MAO (MADGAON) FI 3.9 | Friday & | 35621{100000 | 1180 | SLR-FI-22414- June20
Recruitment) Rules, 2020, was is- For divisional cadre posts,the  tochangeJammu’sdemography,  Balrampur. Principal Secretary s
.. . . . . . aturday
sued by General Administration  rules provide 80 marks for writ- ‘t‘lowever, called the new Eules (Health) Amit Mohan Prasad said 32 19580 | DEE (DELAI S ROHILLA) RIT(RAJKOT IN) i 1 Friday | 18130[100000 | 1180 | SLR.FI-19580- June20
Departmentl (GAD) hqre on tentest, be51de.s five addltlopal rgasonablg classm.catl.on .He Fhefatahtyrateforthoseabove 50 33 19580 | DEE (DELHI S ROMILLA) RIT(RAJKOT IN) = 7 Friday | 18130[100000 | 1180 | SLR-FI-19580- June20
Thur§day, doing away with t_he marks for cqu!dates belonging  saidthe Ir_1d1ar1 Cpnstltutlon does isover 30 per cent, and appealed 34 | 19580 | DEE (DELHI S ROHILLA) RIT( RAJKOT IN) R " Friday | 18130]100000 | 1180 | SLR-RI-19580- June20
practice of advertisingvacancies  to home division, apart from  notpermitrecruitmentofpeople  totheaged, pregnantwomenand 35 |19580-| DEE (DELHI S ROHILLA) BVC (BHAVNAGAR TRMUS)| RI 4 Friday | 18821]100000 | 1180 BLR-R:7,195804-June20
and then making recruitmentat  other categories. Local candi-  onthebasis of caste, creed, colour  those with co-morbidities to take 36 | 19264 | DEE (DELHIS ROHILLA) PBR (PORBANDAR) Fi 2 Monday| 14665]100000 | 1180 BLR-FI-19264- June20
district, provincial and state lev-  dates in case of district cadre  and even their place of birth. precautions. Thursday
37 [19264 | DEE (DELHI S ROHILLA) PBR (PORBANDAR) RI 4 Monday | 14665(100000 | 1180 [SLR-RI-19264- June20
Thursday
NO PROOF OF THEM CONTRACTING VIRUS ON FLIGHTS, SAYS GOVT 38 |22950 | DEE (DELHI S ROHILLA) BDTS (BANDRATERMINUS)  F1 3.9 | Thursday | 20830{100000 | 1180 [SLR-FI-22950= June20
39 [15484 | DLI(DELHI) APDJ (ALIPUR DUAR JN) Fil 4 Daily | 25008{100000 | 1180  BLR-Fll-15484- June20
227 Out Of 58 8 67 assen erS On ‘ } ande 40 |15274 | ANVT (ANAND VIHAR TRM) | RXL (RAXAUL JN) F7 4 Daily | 16091{100000 | 1180 BLR-FI-15274- June20
) p g 41 |15274 | ANVT (ANAND VIHAR TRM) | RXL (RAXAUL JN) Fil 4 Daily | 16091100000 | 1180  BLR-FIl-15274- June20
o . . 42 |15274 | ANVT (ANAND VIHAR TRM) | RXL (RAXAUL JN) RI 4 Daily | 16091{100000 | 1180 BLR-RI-15274- June20
° 43 |15116 | DLI (DELHI) CPR (CHHAPRA) Fil 4 Sunday | 16466100000 | 1180 BLR-FIl-15116- June20
Bharat flights tested positive: Centre to HC ||« iicemmm e — oo
Thursday
The state-wise details were  person sitting adjacent to an-  of 18,896 passengers who ar- 45 15060 | ANVT (ANAND VIHAR TRM) | LKU ( LAL KUAN) RI 4 Tuesday | 4032 (100000 | 1180 BLR-RI-15060- June20
OMKAR GOKHALE submitted after the HC on otherpersoninflightis provided rived in Delhi, Maharashtra and Thursday
MUMBAI, JUNE 4 Tuesday had asked Directorate  with protective wrappedaround  Telangana tested positive for 46 |14812 | DEE (DELHI S ROHILLA) SIKR ( SIKAR JN) F1 4 Wednes | 2161 |100000 | 1180  [SLR-F1-14812- June20
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)  gown, spread of virus by droplets ~ Covid-19 and therefore the per- day &
THE CENTRE on Thursday sub-  and Air India to provide data of  or by touch can be prevented. centage of infection is on higher Friday
mitted before the Bombay High  Indians who were not infected Adivisionbench of JusticesS  side. 47 | 14812 | DEE (DELHI S ROHILLA) SIKR ( SIKAR JN) M1 4 Wednes) 2161 100000 | 1180  [SLR-MI-14812- June20
Court that only 227 passengers ~ while they boarded special ] Kathawalla and S P Tavade on Solicitor General of India day &
out of the 58,867 Indians, who  flights under the Vande Bharat =~ Thursday was hearing, through  Tushar Mehta, representing Friday
boarded special flights under ~ Mission but tested positive for  videoconference, a plea filedby ~ DGCA, had on Tuesday said the 48 (14812 | DEE (DELHI S. ROHILLA) SIKR ( SIKAR JN) M2 4 Wednes) 2161 1100000 | 1180  |SLR-M2-14812- June20
Vande Bharat Mission, tested  Covid-19 after landinginIndia. ~ Air India pilot Deven Kanani, special flights had followed all day &
positive for Covid-19, which is After observing the details, who alleged that the national safety and social distancing Friday
0.38 per cent of the total passen-  the HC sought clarificationfrom  carrier had violated social dis- norms to prevent Covid-19 49 | 14812 | DEE (DELHIS ROHILLA) SIKR ( SIKAR JN) M3 4 Wednes| 2161 100000 | 1180  BLR-M3-14812-June20
gers.The Centre alsosaid thatas  expert committee of Civil tancingnormswhileevacuating spread. Following a May 25 or- day &
these cases were revealed dur-  Aviation Ministry as to whether  Indians stranded abroad on the  der by the Supreme Court, DGCA Friday
ing the institutional quarantine by mere touch of a Covid-19in-  special flights. had asked carriers to try to keep S0 |14812| DEE (DELHI'S ROHILLA) SIKR (SIKAR JN) M4 4 Wednes 2161 1100000 | 1180 SLR-M4-14812- June20
period, there was no proof to  fected person the virus can be Advocate Abhilash Panickar ~ the middle seats on flights va- ‘:‘é:’
corroborate whethgr they had  transmitted toanother personso  for the petitioner, however, ar- cant or“prowde wrap-around 51 (14812 | DEE (DELH S ROHILLA) SIKR (SIAR ) = Z Woaned 2161 T100000 T 7130 ELRRI2812 Jumaz0
contracted coronavirus on the  touched. The HC referred to  gued that authorities could not  gowns” to passengers who are oy &
flight. committee’s suggestion thatifa  providedataastohowmanyout allotted such seats. FriZIay
52 [14659 | DLI(DELHI) JSM (JAISALMER) Fi 4 Daily | 15352{100000 | 1180 BLR-FI-14659- June20
53 [14659 | DLI(DELHI) JSM (JAISALMER) RI 4 Daily | 15352{100000 | 1180 BLR-RI-14659- June20
54 |14645 | DLI (DELHI) JAT (JAMMU TAWI) FI 4 Daily | 11052{100000 | 1180 BLR-FI-14645- June20
5 JLI M E! Eﬂzﬂ 55 |14645 | DLI(DELHI) JAT JAMMU TAWI) Fil 4 Daily | 11052{100000 | 1180 BSLR-FIl-14645- June20
56 | 14645 | DLI (DELHI) JAT (JAMMU TAWI) MI 4 Daily | 11052[100000 | 1180 [SLR-M1-14645- June20
57 |14645 | DLI (DELHI) JAT (JAMMU TAWI) M2 4 Daily | 11052100000 | 1180 SLR-M2-14645- June20
WO RI_‘D 58 | 14645 | DLI (DELHI) JAT (JAMMU TAWI) M3 4 Daily | 11052{100000 | 1180 [SLR-M3-14645- June20
59 | 14645 | DLI(DELHI) JAT (JAMMU TAWI) M4 4 Daily | 11052{100000 | 1180 |SLR-M4-14645- June20
60 |14553 | DLI(DELHI) DLPC (DAULATPUR CHAUK|  FI 4 Daily | 8040 [100000 | 1180 SLR-FI-14553- june20
61 |14553 | DLI(DELHI) DLPC (DAULATPUR CHAUK| RI 4 Daily | 8040 [100000 | 1180 BLR-RI-14553- June20
62 | 14521 | DLI(DELHI) UMB (AMBALA CANT JN) FI 4 Daily | 6048 [100000 | 1180 BLR-FI-14521- June20
63 | 14521 | DLI(DELHI) UMB (AMBALA CANT IN) RI 4 Daily | 6048 [100000 | 1180 BLR-RI-14521- June20
64 |14316 | NDLS (NEW DELHI) BE (BAREILLY) FI 4 Daily | 5907 [100000 | 1180 BLR-FI-14316- June20
THEME 2020—-CELEBRATE BIODIVERSITY 65 |14316 | NDLS (NEW DELHI) BE (BAREILLY) Fil 4 Daily | 5907 |100000 | 1180 BLR-FI-14316- June20
66 | 14316 | NDLS (NEW DELHI) BE (BAREILLY) RI 4 Daily | 5907 |100000 | 1180 BLR-RI-14316- June20
67 |14212 | NDLS (NEW DELHI) AGC (AGRA CAN'IT) Fi 3.9 Daily | 4914 [100000 | 1180 BLR-FI-14212- June20
68 | 14208 | DLI(DELHI) PBH (PARTAPGARH JN) Fil 4 Daily | 11368[100000 | 1180 BLR-FII-14208- June20
69 |14152 | ANVT (ANAND VIHAR TRM) | CNB (KANPUR CENTRAL) | FI 39 Sunday| 8593 [100000 | 1180 BLR-FI-14152- june20
70 | 14044 | DLI(DELHI) KTW (KOTDWARA) Fi 4 Daily | 5614 |100000 | 1180 BLR-FI-14044- June20
71 | 14044 | DLI (DELHI) KTW (KOTDWARA) RI 4 Daily | 5614 |100000 | 1180 BLR-RI-14044- June20
72 | 22429 | DLI(DELHI) PTK (PATHANKOT) Fi 2 Monday, | 9844 100000 | 1180 PBLR-FI-22429- June20
Tuesday,
Wednesday
Friday,
Saturday
&
Sunday
73 | 54056 | DLI (DELHI) MB MORADABAD FI 4 Daily | 4536 [100000 | 1180 SLR-FI-54056- June20
74 |54056 | DLI (DELHI) MB MORADABAD Fil 4 Daily | 4536 [100000 | 1180 BLR-FII-54056- June20
75 |54056 | DLI(DELHI) MB (MORADABAD) RI 4 Daily | 4536 [100000 | 1180 BLR-RI-54056- June20
=) 76 |22454 | MTC (MEERUT CITY) LJN (LUCKNOW NE) FI 4 Daily | 8555 [100000 | 1180 [SLR-FI-22454- June20
77 |22454 | MTC (MEERUT CITY) LJN (LUCKNOW NE Fil 4 Daily | 8555 [100000 | 1180  BLR-FIl-22454- June20
L 78 |22454 | MTC (MEERUT City LJN LUCKNOW NE RI 4 Daily | 8555 [100000 | 1180 BLR-RI-22454- June20
i 79 (14033 | DLI (DELHI) SVDK (SHMATAVD KATRA | FI 3.9 Daily | 11368(100000 | 1180 SLR-FI-14033- June20
e 80 [14011 | DLI(DELHI) HSX (HOSHIARPUR) Fi 4 Daily | 8040 [100000 | 1180 SLR-FI-14011- June20
81 [14011 | DLI(DELHI) HSX (HOSHIARPUR) RI 4 Daily | 8040 [100000 | 1180 BLR-RI-14011- June20
82 [13430 | ANVT (ANAND VIHAR TRM) | MLDT (MALDA TOWN) FI 4 Saturday | 22325(100000 | 1180  BLR-FI-13430- June20
: 83 |12986 | DEE (Delhi Rohilla) JP (jaipur) FI 3.9 Daily | 6445 [100000 | 1180 SLR-FI-12986- June20
Equilibrium III. ﬂf ﬂdl‘rerﬂit? 0 84 12818 | ANVT (ANAND VIHAR TRM) | HTE (Hatia) Fi 4 Monday | 21060 [ 100000 1180  BLR-FI-12818- June20
Thursday
. [ Flaryana has a nich i Saturday
To maintain the balance of nature on Eﬂ”h: 1L 15 very hlng:-.-nrmr_-,- o 85 |12818 | ANVT (ANAND VIHAR TRM) | HTE (Hatia) Fil 4 Monday | 21060[100000 | 1180 BLR-FI-12818- June20
imnportant o have different varieties of ammals and il e ety i ;tht::yv
= - - - - . k
plants becavse their presence gives us IF‘E“ET health apecies, including 3 86 | 12497 | NDLS (New Delni) ASR (Amritsar JN) Fi 39 | Daly |8205 |[100000 | 1180 BLR-FI-12497- June20
and a pire E]'I"|.'iI_'I}I_'[mE]'lt_-I.CIdﬂ_'rl.l' clean environment 1= a migratory bivde. On e 87 [12463 | DEE (DELHI S ROHILLA) JU (JODHPUR JN) FI 4 |Wednesday] 10711]100000 | 1180 SLR-FI-12463- June20
global challenge so it is collective duty of every this Lrw:r::;]uem g Frday y&
comtry to profect and conserve environment for E:SE]L?JJ]:I'-I m.;:nu » %' 88 [12463 | DEE (DELHI S ROHILLA) JU (JODHPUR JN) Fll 4 |Wednesday 10711100000 | 1180  BLR-FII-12463- June20
H 1 i Friday &
COMMINE Fenarailons. pratect and enrich ] Sund’;y
the ecosysrem of ,?I 89 |12463 | DEE (DELHI'S ROHILLA) JU (JODHPUR IN) RI 4 |Wednesday| 10711100000 | 1180 BLR-RI-12463- June20
Our Responsibility WLy e } Sy
atata,” Sunday
— Manchar Lal 31| 12015 | oL MEWDELH) | Doz @AURAY | |35 | ey | 1023 100000 | 180 R0 unero
- s 4 & o e ; 5 . ail 5 -Fl- 5- June.
This [EHI" INSTHTES US [0 fulfill our TC:;JDJ'IE]IM'H.}’ towards Chlel Minbster, Hamvana E 92 [19338 | DEE (Il()ELHI s ROH)ILLA) INDB((Indore J)N BG) Fl 3.9 Mon):iay 15334100000 1180  SLR-FI-19338- June20
the environment. We can do our |:|.Ll[}' |.‘.I'_|.-' cu:nuser%.-‘ing all E 93 | 14006 | ANVT (ANANDVIHAR TRM) SMI (Sitamarhi) RI 4 Daily | 19231[100000 1180  BLR-RI-14006- June20
tha .t:]:ecies of flora and fauna present an the earth. Thea E 94 |22858 | ANVT (ANAND VIHAR Trm) | SRC (Santragachi) FI 3.9 Tuesday 23424/100000 | 1180 BLR-FI-22858- June20
T 3 = 95 [12802 | NDLS (New Deli) Puri (Puri) FI 3.9 Daily | 26315[100000 | 1180 [SLR-FI-12802- June20
rent Crss U'F’-T-ﬂrﬂ'l'l.tl |:|HT|'I.'|CI'I'I1¢.‘- hHE ﬁlﬁfl.'l' El'.'lﬂﬁﬂ'l'l L‘-Li l|'|1.‘- % 96 |12310 | NDLS (New Delhi) Rajendra Nagar (RJPB) FI 3.9 Daily | 20511100000 1180  BLR-FI-12310- June20
f‘a{:[ thﬂi -,..Ifh.,mE,_.E.l- hjnd i ".-'E:TEEI.}' |_135 hE:-E-'Il dE;it[D‘u’EEL % 97 [12382 | New Delhi (NDLS) Howrah (HWH) FI 3.9 | Monday, | 22385/100000 1180  BLR-FI-12382- June20
humans have faced the severe form of nature, i i
K 98 |12502 | New Delhi (NDLS) Guwahati (GHY) FI 3.9 |Wednesday 27286(100000 | 1180 SLR-FI-12502-June20
¥ & Sunday
Haaithr Elﬂ-m’lfﬂrﬁlt? »- 99 |12626 | New Delhi (NDLS) (Trivandrum Cntl (TVC) F1 3.9 Daily | 36358(100000 | 1180 BLR-FI-12626- June20
IE’E ds= to 100 [ 12506 | Anand Vihar Trm (Anvt) Kamakhya (KYQ) FI 3.9 Daily | 26315[100000 | 1180 BSLR-FI-12017- June20
101 [12017 [ New Delhi (NDLS) Dehradun (DDN) FI 3.9 Daily | 8199 [100000 | 1180 SLR-FI-12017- June20
HEﬂlthF Environment 102 12524 | New Delhi (NDLS) New jalpaiguri (NJP) FI 3.9 |Wednesday 22944(100000 | 1180 SLR-FI-12524- June20
L | Sunday
T Interested bidders may please visit official website for E-tendering i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for further details and submitting tender.
ﬂEﬂﬂﬂmEﬂt l'.lf EIW]‘I'IJIII[I EIII dan d ﬂ I im HI-E ﬂ!lﬂ I'Ii]E. HHI’FEIIH Important Note: 1. Bidders who wish to participate in the e-tendering will have to procure class-3 valid Digital Security Certificate
andl narf, F imbere 2R PTE4RTP (DSC) as per Information Technology Act, 2000. Bidders can procure this certificate from any of the certifying authority of Controller
; e : of Certifying Authorities (CCA) Government of India. Details of certifying authorities can be obtained from www.cca.gov.in
arenvimnment.gavim | Email- shry.nic.in 2. The bidder has to register, if not registered earlier with www.ireps.gov.in using DSC to participate in tender process. Detailed
procedure for registration, system requirements and bidding are also available on www.ireps.gov.in.
No. CIID/SLR/Tender/2020 (Part IV) Date : 04.06.2020 127212020
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Lockdown flattened
wrong curve — the
GDP curve: Rajiv Bajaj

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JUNE 4

THE LOCKDOWN the governme-
nt put in place was “draconian”
and the “hard” shutdown ended
up decimating the economy and
flattening the GDP growth curve
instead of the coronavirus curve,
industrialist Rajiv Bajaj said Thur-
sday in a conversation with sen-
ior Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.

Bajaj said some “mood eleva-
tors” are required now to reignite
demand and wondered why a
strong initiative for that is not be-
ing taken.

Bajaj said the government has
fallen “very short of disclosing
facts, logic and the truth” regard-
ing the pandemic, which he felt
“got amplified and installed such
an enormous fear in people that
people seem to think that the con-
tagion is equal to a contagious
cancer or something”.

“I think the first problem is to
get this fear out of the minds of the
people, there hastobeavery clear
aligned narrative, [ would say
from the PM because, right or
wrong, when he says something
people seem to follow. I think he
needs to stand up and say to
everyone that this is how we are
going to move forward, it's all un-
der control, do not fearinfections,
almost nobody is dying, you know
and we have to move forward
now,” said Bajaj, managing direc-
tor at Bajaj Auto.

Rahul said he was told by an
expert in the initial days of the
lockdown that by applying a “full
lockdown you are changing the
nature of the disease... you are
making this non-fatal disease toa
fatal disease in the minds of the
people. Once you've done that,
then to reverse that, that is going
to take a significant amount of

Rajiv
Bajaj

time and it is going to take a lot of
effort.”

Bajaj said every country was
trying to find a middle path be-
tween an impervious lockdown
and abusiness-as-usual approach.
“I think, unfortunately, India not
only looked west, it went to the
Wild West.I think we stayed more
towards the impervious side. We
tried to implement a hard lock-
down which was still porous. So, I
think we have ended up with the
worst of both worlds.”

“On one hand a porous lock-
down makes sure that the virus
will still exist... So you have not
solved that problem. But you have
definitely decimated the econ-
omy. You flattened the wrong
curve. Itis not the infection curve,
itisthe GDP curve. Thisis whatwe
have ended (up) with, the worst
of both worlds,” he said.

When Rahul said the Centre
has backed off and left it to the
states to deal with the pandemic,
Bajaj said it is more like “passing
of the buck and not passing of the
strategy”. He said an aligned ap-
proach to unlocking is missing.

“I'm not seeing that smooth,
concerted, rhythmic movement
towards unlocking. Yes... we are
moving in that direction, but [
think, a kind of aligned approach
that is required. That one person
will say one thing... This is not
happening and I think the blame
for this rests again with the kind
of fearwe created in the first place
thatinfection is equal to death.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Agri reforms will lead to
artificial shortages: Left

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

THELEFT parties on Thursday op-
posed the ordinances being
promulgated by the Centre to
deregulate agriculture sector, say-
ing they would create artificial
shortages of commodities.

While the CPI(M) stated that
these proposals will only help
“middlemen, traders and finan-
cial intermediaries who will
squeeze both the producer,
farmer and the consumer”, CPI
general secretary D Raja said the
government’s argument that the
amendments will benefit farm-
ers was misleading. “This will
benefit only traders, not farmers
and consumers,” he said.

The CPI(M) said the amend-

ments will “pave the way to cre-
ate artificial shortages due to
speculation by middlemen and
traders adversely affecting the
country’s food security”.

“Licences for electronic trad-
ing will pave the way for specula-
tive forward trading in all agricul-
tural commodities. These open
the way for entry of big multina-
tional agro-business and domes-
ticcorporates to freely access Ind-
ia’s agricultural produce and
markets,” it said. “This is a recipe
for the total destruction of what-
ever little of the public distribu-
tion system that is left.”

CPI's Raja said the ordinance
will give freedom to traders and
corporations to hoard and create
artificial shortages and sell com-
modities at high prices—squeez-
ing both farmers and consumers.

‘ITISMORE DETRIMENTAL’

SC questions interest charged
in loan repayment moratorium

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday questioned the deci-
sion of banks to continue charg-
ing interest on loan amounts de-
spite the moratorium on
repayment announced by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in
view of the national lockdown to
curb the coronavirus pandemic.

“On the one hand (you are)
granting moratorium and noth-
ing (no moratorium) in interest.
Itis more detrimental,” Justice M
R Shah, who was hearing the
matter with Justices Ashok
Bhushan and SKKaul, observed.

In an affidavit filed on
Wednesday, RBI had told the
court that it does not consider it
prudent or appropriate to go for
a “forced waiver of interest” on
deferred loans repayments,

thereby “risking financial viabil-
ity of banks it is mandated to reg-
ulate, and putting interests of de-
positors in jeopardy”.

The court was hearing a pe-
tition filed by Uttar Pradesh res-
ident Gajendra Sharma, who
urged the court to declare as ul-
tra vires the part of RBI's March
27 notification charging interest
on deferred loan repayment. In
his petition, Sharma said it “cre-
ates hardship in the present sce-
nario of complete national lock-
down, (whichis)being extended
from time to time”.

Taking up the matter on
Thursday, Justice Bhushan con-
veyed displeasure over contents
of the affidavit appearing in the
media even before it had come up
for hearing and cautioned that it
should not happen again. Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta said the
Finance Ministry also wishes to
file its reply in the matter.

[

Justice Bhushan said there
are two aspects to the issue — in-
terest during moratorium period
and interest on this interest.

Justice Kaul observed that
these are not normal times. “Let
me respond with the Finance
Ministry and the RBI together,”
Mehta submitted.

Appearing for the petitioner,
senior advocate Rajiv Dutta said,
“The catis out of bag.... They are
saying profitability of bank (is)
prime.” He referred to the top
court's earlier order allowing Air
India to operate non-scheduled in-
ternational flights without leaving
aseatinbetweenonly uptoJune6.

At this, Justice Bhushan said,
“We know economic aspect (is)
not higher than health of people.”

At this, Dutta said, “So only
the banks should earn and rest
of the country goes down un-
der?” Dutta said he wants to file
arejoinder.

The court fixed June 12 to
hearit again.

In his petition, Gajendra
Sharma said he runs an optical
store in Agra, UP, and had a gross
annual total income of about Rs.
6.57 lakh. He had taken a home
loan from ICICIBank and has been
paying EMIs without any default.
But the extended lockdown, he
said, created “immense burden”
on his budget, as apart from pay-
ing EMI on home loan he has to
pay hisemployees, and also man-
age his home and family.

While hearing some PILs on
the matter, the court had on April
30expressed doubts on whether
banks were passing on reliefs an-
nounced by the RBI to borrowers
and asked the apex bank to en-
sure compliance. However, the
bench refused to interfere after
noting that none of the petition-
ers were personally aggrieved
and left the question of law open.

LONG WAIT: Migrant workers sleep outside Kalupur railway station in Ahmedabad on Thursday as they wait for trains. javed Raja

Health emerges as key area for CAG amid Covid-19

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

WITH HEALTH becoming a pri-
ority area for audit amid the
Covid-19  outbreak, the
Comptroller & Auditor General
(CAG)ofIndia has created a new
vertical -- health, welfare and ru-
ral development.

Anorder to this effect was is-
sued by the office of CAG on
June 1, said a source familiar with
development.

The source said that as part
of the restructuring exercise, a

senior officer has been posted as
Principal Director of Audit
(Health, Welfare and Rural
Development) against a newly
created post carved out of the of -
fice of Director General of Audit,
Central Expenditure.

The immediate task before
the new vertical will be to expe-
dite the performance audit of
Central Government Health
Scheme (CGHS) and Employee
State Insurance (ESI) hospitals
from 2014-15 t0 2018-19. “These
two audit reports are likely to be
submitted before the winter ses-
sion of Parliament later this

Unlockdown
SOPs: 50%
seating for
restaurants, food
courts in malls

use of masks, thermal screening,
social distancing and sanitisa-
tion, the SOPs require people
above 65 years of age, those with
comorbidities, pregnant
woman, and children below the
age of 10 years, to stay at home.
Masks are mandatory at all
times, including inside restau-
rants.

The SOPs are advisory in na-
ture, and it is for the state gov-
ernments to finetune the details.
Officials said that individual
business establishments can
choose to enforce the advisory
with increased stringency. “For
example, if restaurant owners
want to insist that all patrons get
the Aarogya Setu app, they can
doso,” an official said.

In hotels, the SOPs mandate
that guests will have to submit
their medical history apart from
identity card, travel history, etc.,
while washrooms have to be
“deep cleaned”.

The SOPs state that establish-
ments need to have separate en-
try and exit, and aged employ-
ees or those with comorbidities
should take extra precautions
and not be exposed to frontline
work.

One of the biggest concerns,
officials said, is the use of air-con-
ditioners. “For air-conditioning/
ventilation, the guidelines of
CPWD shall be followed...the
temperature setting of all air-
conditioning devices should be
in the range of 24-30 degrees,

relative humidity in the range of
40-70%, intake of fresh air as
much as possible and cross ven-
tilation should be adequate,” say
the SOPs.

Those visiting places of wor-
ship need to being their own
prayer mat or cloth, which they
should take back with them. “No
physical offerings like prasad/
distribution or sprinkling of holy
water, etc., is allowed inside re-
ligious places,” the SOPs state.

To ensure social distancing in
buildings, the guidelines advise
restrictions on the number of
people who can use the lift atany
given time. “Cleaning and regu-
lar disinfection (using 1% sodium
hypochlorite) of frequently
touched surfaces (door knobs, el-
evator buttons, hand rails,
benches, washroom fixtures,
etc.) tobe made mandatoryinall
malls in common areas as well
asinside shops, elevators, escala-
tors etc,” they state.

On closure of workplaces due
to infections, the SOPs specify
that it will depend on the num-
ber of cases detected. “If there
are one or two cases reported,
the disinfection procedure will
be limited to places/ areas visited
by the patient in the past 48
hours. There is no need to close
the entire office building/ halt
workin other areas of the office...
work can be resumed after dis-
infection as per laid down pro-
tocol,” the SOPs state.

“However, if there is a larger
outbreak, the building/ block will
have to be closed for 48 hours af-
ter thorough disinfection. All the
staff will work from home, till
the building/ block is adequately
disinfected and is declared fit for
re-occupation,” they state.

The requirements for other
commercial establishments

have been left to the designated
public health authority. But if a
caseis detected, the premise will
have to be disinfected.

20% of India’s
cases in Mumbai
but daily tests
frozen at 4,000
all of May

of now, less than 50 per cent of
the state’s tests are being carried
out in these two cities.

Pune has been testing 1,200
to 1,500 samples every day. As a
result, Mumbai’s share in the
state’s testing declined from 55
per cent at the beginning of May
to less than 30 per cent at the
end.

“Earlier, in March, around 70-
75 per cent of tests in
Maharashtra were happening in
Mumbai. From May onward, we
have noticed a consistent de-
cline. That is worrying,” a state
health official said.

Experts underline that since
most novel coronavirus infected
people do not show symptoms,
aggressive testing is the only way
to identify and isolate them, so
they do not transmit the virus to
others.

Mumbai's approach is more
surprising because the positivity
ratein the city has beenincreas-
ing steadily. At the beginning of
May, Mumbai reported around
750 positive cases every day; by
the end of the month, this num-
ber had doubled to about 1,500.
That gives the city a positivity
rate of more than 35 per cent, the
highest in the country.

India has an overall positiv-

ity rate of 5 per cent, and most
other states are around the same
number, although there are fluc-
tuations in the daily rate.
Cumulatively, Mumbai’s positiv-
ity rate is 20 per cent, data until
June 1 show - much more than
most other cities or states.

Dr Soumitra Ghosh of the
Centre for Health, Policy,
Planning and Management at
the Tata Institute of Social
Sciences (TISS), said Mumbai
was taking a “conservative ap-
proach” - “The positivity rate is
increasing, which means the in-
cidence of the virus in the pop-
ulation is increasing. We will not
be able to contain the virus if this

approach continues.”
Maharashtra’s medical edu-
cation secretary  Sanjay

Mukherjee told The Indian
Express that the high positivity
rate showed Mumbai was tar-
geting its tests better.

But Dr T Sundararaman, for-
mer dean of TISS's School of
Health Systems Studies, said this
also showed that Mumbai was
not testing adequately outside
the target group.

“This (the increasing positiv-
ity rate) shows that the virus is
spreading fast in the community;,
and if we don’t test more we will
miss out on several more posi-
tive cases,” he said.

Mumbai has adopted a tar-
geted approach from the begin-
ning, testing only the primary
contacts of infected people, oth-
ers who are showing symptoms,
and frontline workers such as
healthcare staff who are at the
greatest risk of getting infected.

As per protocol, all high-risk
contacts have to be tested, either
after five days of quarantine
when they develop symptoms,
or atend of their quarantine pe-
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year,” said the source.

The performance audit of
CGHS will be focused on the pro-
curement of drugs for over 400
CGHS wellness centres and poly-
clinics, 73 labs and 3 hospitals
spread across more than40 cities.

CGHS, which provides
healthcare facilities to about
34.19 lakh beneficiaries, includ-
ing government employees,
pensioners and MPs, incurred Rs
5,113 crore -- almost half of its to-
tal expenditure -- on drugs from
2014-15t0 2018-19.

During the performance au-
dit of CGHS, CAG will also con-

duct abeneficiary survey involv-
ingissues such as availability and
quality of drugs.

The performance audit of ESI
hospitals will scrutinise whether
these hospitals and dispensaries
have requisite human resources
to provide the assured services. It
will also look into the practices
of infection control and hygiene.

Besides the health, welfare
and rural development vertical,
separate officers have been
posted for other sectors such as
home, education &skill develop-
ment; and agriculture, food and
water resources.

Lockdown period saw rise
of violence within family,
child abuse, says SC judge

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

THE LOCKDOWN period saw an
increase in cases of violence
within the family and instances
of child abuse, Supreme Court
judge, Justice NV Ramana, said on
Thursday.

Justice Ramana, who is also
executive chairman of National
Legal Services Authority and is
second most senior judge of the
apex court, said the pandemic has
also “affected rights of women,
children and senior citizen”, and
that this calls for a persistent and
target-oriented action plan.

Justice Ramana said these in
his keynote speech while releas-
ing a ‘Handbook of Formats:
Ensuring Effective Legal Services’,
prepared in collaboration with
the NGO Commonwealth
Human Rights Initiative.

Speaking at the webinar, he
said, “Pursuant to the lockdown,
thousands of people have lost
their lives and livelihood, large-

scale migration has taken place.
The lockdown has itself created
psychological issues and violence
within the family. Women have
been burdened with more work;
children have been unable to go
to schools. Adding to that, work-
ing of home has also had its im-
pact on family life.”

“One of the critical areas
which has come to our notice”, he
said, “was rising violence within
the family itself...we also saw in-
creasing rise in the number of in-
stances of child abuse.”

Justice Ramana said that ac-
knowledging the urgency of the
situation, “we have established
One Stop Centres”,and that “per-
sistent efforts have been taken to
provide legal assistance through
teleservices of female panel law-
yers in every district”. In other
matters, he said, petitions have
been filed under Domestic
Violence Act.

Another focus area for legal
services authorities, he pointed
out, istoensure reduction of over-
crowding in prisons.

Quarantine centres
at villages in pitiable
state: Uttarakhand HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, JUNE 4

QUARANTINE CENTRES at the
village level are in a “pitiable con-
dition”, the Uttarakhand high
court has noted in an order on
the basis of reports received
from District Legal Services
Authorities (DLSA) in the state.

Following the court’s obser-
vation, Chief Minister Trivendra
Singh Rawat on Thursday di-
rected district magistrates to en-
sure availability of essential fa-
cilities in quarantine centres.

Hearing a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL), the High court on
May 28 directed secretaries of
the DLSAs in border districts
Nainital, Udham Singh Nagar,
Haridwar and Dehradun to visit
these quarantine centres within
three days and file reports.

On June 2, the bench com-
prising Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia
and Justice Ravindra Maithani
said inits order, “The sense which
we are getting after studying
these reports is that the quaran-
tine centers which have been es-
tablished at village level are the
worst of the lot. These quarantine
centres in villages are mostly
functioning in Government
Primary Schools and Secondary
Schools. Their condition, as per
the reportsis pitiable.”

“First and foremost, there are
no facilities in these centres to pro-
vide food to the inmates. Food is

being provided by the villagers
and the family members of the in-
mates. In many of these quaran-
tine centers where the inmates
are more than 20 to 30, there are
only 1 or 2 toilets. What is most
shockingis that the hygienic con-
dition of these toilets is also ex-
tremely poor...,” the order adds.

The court order says the
Gram Sabhas are short of funds
and appear to be in no condition
to manage these centres. The
court referred to a state govern-
ment order dated May 4
wherein District Magistrates
have been directed to coordinate
with Gram Sabhas and Gram
Pradhans of villages where these
quarantine centres have been es-
tablished, provide them with
funds and see to it that these
centres are properly managed.
“We are afraid that this is not be-
ing done properly as of now,” the
court said in the order and di-
rected the Secretary, Health, and
the  Secretary, Disaster
Management, in the state gov-
ernment to pass appropriate or-
ders to District Magistrates so
that their earlier directive is im-
plemented.

The Chief Minister has now
directed district magistrates to
address the situation and pay
special attention to quarantine
facilities set up in the villages. He
also announced that if a Covid-
19 patient in Uttarakhand dies,
dependents will be given an as-
sistance of Rs 1 lakh.

riod. The protocol mandates
testing of all symptomatic cases,
where fever, bodyache, cough,
and breathlessness are reported.

The death audit committee
inMumbai has advised the gov-
ernment to test vulnerable sec-
tions, including senior citizens,
pregnant women, high-risk con-
tacts, and people with kidney or
heart ailments, at the earliest.

According to Municipal
Commissioner Igbal Chahal,
Mumbai is testing 13,400 per
million population. Even though
Mumbai (with 39,686 cases on
May 31) has double the case load
of Chennai (14,802), it is testing
less than Chennai. Chennai is
testing 15,500 per million pop-
ulation.

Asked why the number of
tests have remained constant
around 4,000, BMC's Additional
Municipal Commissioner Suresh
Kakani said: “Earlier our contri-
bution was more in state be-
cause other districts were not
testing as many people. Now
other districts have started test-
ing too.”

Across India, 41.03 lakh peo-
ple had been tested till June 1,ac-
cording to Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) data.
On Thursday night, the ICMR
portal showed India’s total test-
ing number as 42,42,718, with
1,39,485 samples having been
tested over the previous 24
hours.

Maharashtra has 78 labora-
tories for Covid-19 testing, the
most among Indian states. Until
now, it has conducted 4.83 lakh
tests, of which 2.02 lakh have
been in Mumbai.

When contacted, BMC
spokesperson Dr Daksha Shah
said: “We did maximum testing
from the very beginning and we

are maintaining that. We now
have more than 16 labs since
March.”

IRDAT’s Covid
cover: Daily
cap of Rs 5,000
for room

The IRDAI move comes at a
time when the total case count
is over 2 lakh, of which 1,06,737
are active cases.

Sources said IRDAI has in-
cluded treatment of Covid-19
patients in makeshift hospitals,
which is not covered by the ex-
isting health insurance policies.

“This is an important addi-
tion. However, IRDAI could have
made some changes to include
this in the existing health insur-
ance policies,” said a senior offi-
cial with aleading general insur-
ance company.

He said that while the IRDAI
has come out with the product
to offer a cheaper option to cus-
tomers, “it's unlikely that the
product will be cheap as the line
of treatment is not fixed, no one
knows how the claims will be-
have. There is a risk and yes, we
will take the risk”.

OnJune 1, The Indian Express
reported that IRDAI has advised
the General Insurance Council to
work on a reasonable and stan-
dardised cost structure for
Covid-19 treatment. Following
feedback on a set of proposals,
the IRDAI has now unveiled the
Covid-19 product.

The policy tenure will be for
one year,and it can be given ona
family floater basis for persons
with minimum entry age of 18
years and maximum of 65 years.

New Delhi

However, it will be subject to life-
long renewability. The mini-
mum sum insured should be Rs
50,000 and the maximum will
be Rs 5 lakh, IRDAI said.

The hospitalisation cost
should cover room, boarding,
nursing expenses up to 2 per
cent of the sum insured, capped
atRs 5,000 per day. It should also
include surgeon, anaesthetist,
medical practitioner, consult-
ants, specialist fees, whether
paid directly to the treating doc-
tor, surgeon or hospital.

Anaesthesia, blood, oxygen,
operation theatre charges, sur-
gical appliances, medicines and
drugs, costs towards diagnostics,
diagnostic imaging modalities,
and other similar expenses are
also included. Expenses on hos-
pitalisation for a minimum pe-
riod of 24 hours are admissible, it
said.

According to IRDAI, the pol-
icy will cover intensive care unit
(ICU) expenses up to 5 per cent
of sum insured, capped at Rs
10,000 per day, and expenses in-
curred onroad ambulance, up to
Rs 2,000 per hospitalisation. It
will also cover all day care treat-
ment.

The IRDAI proposal says that
the Covid-19 product should
have the basic mandatory cov-
ers, which must be uniform
across the market.

“Only two add-ons as speci-
fied, are allowed to be offered
along with the standard Covid-
19 product,” it said.

IRDAI said expenses incurred
on hospitalisation under AYUSH
(as defined in IRDAI (Health
Insurance) Regulations, 2016)
medicine will be covered with-
out any sub-limits.

“Pre-hospitalisation medical
expenses incurred for a period of

30 days prior to the date of hos-
pitalisation should be admissi-
ble. Pre- hospitalisation ex-
penses should cover the costs of
diagnostics towards Covid-19,”
itsaid.

According to IRDAI's guide-
lines, post-hospitalisation med-
ical expenses incurred for a pe-
riod of 60 days from the date of
discharge, following an admissi-
ble claim, should be included.

For the add-on cover, if the
person is quarantined due to di-
agnosis or suspected infection,
then the company will pay 1 per
cent of sum insured per day, up
toRs 3,000 per day. In the case of
daily hospital cash, the company
will pay 0.5 per cent of sum in-
sured per day for every 24 hours
of hospitalisation on positive di-
agnosis of Covid-19.

The premium payable to-
wards these two add-ons are to
be specified separately so as to
enable policy-holders to choose
and pay based on the need, the
IRDAI said.

The insurer may determine
the price keeping in view the
covers proposed to be offered,
subject to compliance with the
norms specified in the IRDAI
(Health Insurance) Regulations,
2016 and Guidelines.

The base covers of standard
Covid-19 product should be of-
fered on indemnity basis,
whereas add-ons should be
made available on benefit basis.

The standard Covid-19 prod-
uct should comply with porta-
bility provisions and premium
can be made on monthly, quar-
terly, half-yearly and yearly ba-
sis, IRDAI said. The premium un-
der this product should be on
pan-India basis and no geo-
graphic location or zone-based
pricing is allowed, it said.
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LINKING MALAPPURAM WITH ANIMAL’S DEATH CRITICISED

Kerala combs forests to probe elephant’s
death, Oppn leaders slam Maneka, minister

SHAJUPHILIP &
ANANTHAKRISHNANG
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

EVEN AS more than 250 person-
nel from Kerala's forest depart-
mentcomb private estates on for-
est fringes in Palakkad and
Malappuram districts, looking for
clues on the death of a pregnant
elephantonMay 27, several oppo-
sition leaders Thursday slammed
ruling BJP leaders for attempts to
create controversy and purport-
edly try to sully the state’simage.

The elephant died after her
mouth was severely damaged in
an explosion in Palakkad district.
It was first spotted in a river near
the buffer zone of Silent Valley
National Park on May 23.

The forest department's
combing team comprises person-
nel from Silent Valley, Mannarkad,
Palakkad and Nilambur divisions
under whose jurisdictions forests
in the two districts mostly fall,
sources said.

The team is mainly looking for
presence of snares kept by locals
forwild animals,and for likely sus-
pectsinthe case. They are assisted
by a team of police under
Palakkad Superintendent of
Police. There has been no break-
through yet, and sources said the

RS, MLC POLLS SOON

Saurabh, a B.Tech student, protests in Lucknow against the
death of the pregnant elephant in Kerala. Vishal Srivastav

forest department has decided to
extend the combing operation
across the state.

A separate team of the state
Crime Branchare proceeding with
a simultaneous probe into use of
explosives which had lad to the
animal's death.

In Kerala, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said, “At the na-
tional level, there is a concerted
campaign against the state. The
incident was reported in Palakkad
district, but the name of (Muslim-
majority) Malappuram was
dragged into it deliberately. Even
Union ministers are engaged in a
baseless campaign. If somebody
thinks the incident canbe used to
do away with the ovation (credit)

the state has gained in its Covid-
19 management, it is only their
delusion.” He said any attempt to
“question the state’s self-respect
would not be allowed”.

Kerala Opposition leader
Ramesh Chennithala of the
Congress also condemned the
“campaign” against the state,and
remarks linking the animal's
death to Malappuram. In a letter
to BJPMP and former Union min-
ister Maneka Gandhi, he stated,
“Yourirresponsible statement has
given space for airing hate
speeches abusingadistrictand its
people. Withdraw and apologise
foryour statement portraying this
district as a centre of crime.”

Malappuram MP and IUML

Amidst murmurs of
dissidence, Yediyurappa
makes key appointments

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JUNE 4

KARNATAKA CHIEF Minister B
S Yediyurappa has made two
key appointments, in what is
being seen as an attempt to
check dissidence ahead of elec-
tions to the Rajya Sabha and
state Legislative Council later
this month.

Yediyurappa has appointed
former Congress leader
Ramesh Jarkiholi --- who was
reportedly at the helm of dissi-
dent activities which led to the
fall of the Congress-]DS govern-
ment last year --- as minister
in-charge of Belagavi district.
The CM has also appointed his
grandnephew N R Santhosh ---
who is said to have played a
central role in arranging logis-
tics for those dissident activi-
ties --- as his political secretary
to end a brief period of es-
trangement.

Jarkiholi’s appointment as
minister in-charge of Belagavi
--- which is his home district -
-- and Santhosh as political sec-
retary comes in the wake of
murmurs of dissidence brew-
ing in the Karnataka BJP ahead
of Rajya Sabha polls scheduled
onJune 19, and Council polls to
be held soon.

A group of BJP MLAs led by
senior leaders like Umesh Katti,
Murugesh Nirani and a dozen
others, who have been aspiring

BS Yediyurappa

for a cabinet berth, have report-
edly emerged as a source of dis-
sident activities in the state BJP.
The group reportedly held a
meeting in February and an-
other a few days ago, prompt-
ing Yediyurappa to initiate
measures to prevent the spread
of dissidence, especially to
other disgruntled leaders like
Jarkiholi.

“I have not participated in
any dissident meetings. [ am a
disciplined BJP worker,” said
Nirani, at whose home a meet-
ing was reportedly held. “It was
ameeting of friends which has
been projected as a meeting of
dissidents,” he said in a video
statement after pictures
emerged of a meeting featuring
him, Katti and S A Ramdas, all
former ministers.

Brushing aside reports of
dissidence, Yediyurappa said,
“We are focused on doing what

is needed for the state.” He also
stated this week that Katti
would be made a minister at
the right time.

The murmurs of dissidence
have re-emerged at a time
when MLAs are due to elect
four new members to the Rajya
Sabha on June 19 on account of
the retirement of Prabhakar
Kore (BJP), M V Rajeev Gowda
and B K Hariprasad (Congress)
and real estate businessman
Kupendra Reddy (JDS).

Given its strength of 116
members, the BJP can elect two
persons to the Rajya Sabha. The
retiring educationist Kore, who
is from Belagavi, is keen on an-
other term and reportedly en-
joys the support of the BJP high
command.

The Katti brothers of
Belagavi, who are allies of the
Jarkiholis, are pushing for the
candidature of Umesh Katti's
brother Ramesh Katti, while
the BJP high command is re-
portedly keen on sending an
eminent person and the names
of Sudha Murthy and K V
Kamath are in circulation.

The last date of nomination
isJune 9.

Seven members of the
Legislative Council are set to re-
tire onJune 30 and elections are
likely to be announced soon.
The BJPis poised to win most of
the seats on account of its 116
members compared to 68 of
the Congress and 34 of ]DS.

Kanpur college’s principal
removed over Tablighi remarks

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JUNE 4

THE PRINCIPAL of Ganesh
Shankar Vidyarthi Memorial
(GSVM) Medical College in
Kanpur was removed from her
post on Thursday, four days af-
ter the controversy over a viral
video in which she purportedly
referred to members of
the Tablighi Jamaat who tested
positive for Covid-19, saying
that the government is
appeasing and wasting re-
sources on them.

Sources said Principal
Secretary (Medical Education)
Rajneesh Dube had earlier
sought a report from Kanpur
District Magistrate (DM) Brahm
Dev Tiwari in this regard, after
which action was taken against
the principal, Arati Dave
Lalchandani. They further said
Lalchandani would serve as
principal of Maharani Laxmi
Bai Medical College (MLB)
Medical College in Jhansi, and
Professor R B Kamal would re-

Lalchandani claims the
video was morphed by
ajournalist in Kanpur,
who was trying to use
the clip to extort
money and get favours
from her

place her.

However, this is yet to be of-
ficially confirmed.

In the nearly 5-minute
video, which is claimed to be
about two months old,
Lalchandani can be heard say-
ing “these people are terrorists
but are provided VIP treat-
ment”, and that the hospital
has to exhaust its resources, put
doctors at risk and pay hotel
bills for “these people”.
Referring to the hospital admis-
sion of “these people” as ap-
peasement, she is heard saying
said they should be handled
more strictly.

When contacted by The
Indian Express, Lalchandani
claimed the video was mor-
phed by ajournalist in Kanpur,
who was trying to use the
video to extort money and get
favours from her.

Claiming that she has never
used words like Tablighi or
Muslims in the video, she said
she would get an FIR registered
against the journalist.

She later added she was an-
gry with the fact that a lot of
Tablighis were found positive
in the district, and instead of an
L-1 hospital, they were sent to
the medical college where they
were allegedly not cooperating
with the staff and doctors.

No first information report
(FIR) has been registered
against the journalist yet.

On May 31, Lalchandani had
confirmed that Dube had spoken
with her regarding the video and
that she had presented her side
to him. While Tiwari said he does
not have any information about
a transfer, Dube could not be
reached via phone.

leader P K Kunhalikutty said,
“Their attitude against one place
where such incidents have not
taken place in the past...that’s
part of their partisan and com-
munal agenda... They use
Malappuram’s name for their
communal campaign.”

The Congress high command
also accused the BJP of giving a
communal colour to the “unfor-
tunate incident.”

“The BJP must tender an un-
qualified and unconditional pub-
lic apology for giving communal
colour to the most unfortunate in-
cident of the killing of a pregnant
elephant in Kerala,” AICC general
secretary K C Venugopal said. He
said “any kind of mindless and un-
reasonable violence against
wildlife is totally unacceptable
and unjustifiable” but pointed out
that senior BJP leaders such as
Maneka Gandhiand ministerslike
Prakash Javadekar are “deliber-
ately spreading false information.”

In remarks to a TV channel,
Maneka had said, “Malappuram
is perhaps the most disturbed dis-
trictin the country. Some incident
isreported there every day. People
in the panchayat throw poison,
and not justelephants, thousands
of animals are killed at the same
time. Birds and dogs are killed...
They have killed so many women.
They chop off people’s arms in

communal clashes. The situation
there is extremely horrifying... It
seems even the Kerala govern-
ment is scared of them as there is
no action. The weakest people in
the administration are sent to
Malappuram. Itis famous thatyou
can kill anybody, the Kerala gov-
ernment will not do anything.”

She said that an elephant is
killed every three days in Kerala.

Union Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar also stated
that the elephant died in
Malappuram district.

On the probe, Kerala's
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests (Wildlife) and Chief
Wildlife Warden Surendrakumar
said, “We suspect the culprits got
local support...a few are being
questioned. The wound in the
mouth of the elephant was
caused by an explosion. There is
anillegal practice todrop cracker-
loaded fruitin farmlands to target
wild boars that raid crops. But we
cannot conclusively say at this
stage that the elephant has at-
tempted to eat such a fruit.”

Meanwhile, another elephant
was on Thursday found with in-
juries to its mouth, and marks on
its body, in Kalikavu forest range
in Malappuram, around 20 km
from Ambalappara, where the
pregnant elephant was spotted.

With Vishnu Varmain Kochi

RAILWAY MINISTER HAD ANNOUNCED CASH REWARD

I was confident: RPF constable
who sprinted with milk packet
for infant on moving train

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, JUNE 4

RAILWAY PROTECTION Force
(RPF) constable Inder Singh
Yadav was busy making an-
nouncements on a public ad-
dress system, asking passengers
not to venture out of a special
train carrying migrant workers,
when a woman passenger re-
quested him to arrange milk for
her four-month-old child.

Sharif Hashmi, who was ac-
companied by her husband, told
the 32-year-old constable that
she had been looking for milk for
her child from Belgaum, from
where the train began, but could
not manage to get it.

The Belgaum-Gorakhpur
Shramik Train had entered
Platform No 1 of the Bhopal
Railway Station on May 31. The
constable came out to buy milk
from a kiosk located just outside
the railway station after telling the
woman “do minute wait karo
(wait for two minutes)”.But when
he was returning, he saw the train
chug along and gather speed.

With arifle in one hand and
the pouchin another, he sprinted
along and managed to hand over
the milk to the woman.

Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal has announced a cash re-

Avideo of Constable Inder
Singh Yadav (left),
sprinting after the train to
make sure the infant gets
his milk, was widely
circulated on social media

ward for Yadav after a video of
the incident, which took place
four days ago, was widely circu-
lated on social media.

“I was confident and never
thought that I would not be able
to hand over the milk pouch,”
said Yadav, who has studied upto
Class XII.

After reaching Gorakhpur,
the woman thanked Yadav for

his help. “I asked for milk at
many stations. My three-month-
old child was hungry. At Bhopal
railway station, Inder Singh
Yadavji's helped me. Unka bahot
bahot shukriya (am very grateful
to him).”

Yadav, who was previously
posted at Lucknow, has been at
the Bhopal RPF station for the
last five years.
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Do not panic if you or
sameane else in your
house has tested
Corona positive.

Above 30% of Corona

patients are asymptomatic

arhave mild symptams.
Such patients can easily
recover at the comfort
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Cover your face Wash your Avaid sharing Clean and Avaid contact
with tissue R "'"':" hausehold itams diginfect with others, keep
while coughing ’:;E:r:r like dishes, objects and distance of at laast
o sneszing 30 saconie drinkirg surfaces Do Gaj Ki Daar
and dispase them S s altnR giasses, saling tauched &
after use bBatad 4 BEas ulensils frequently wear 8 mask &

lreating doctar,

aargya-satu-app).

team for follow-up.

» Difficultyin breathing

lips ! face

Parameters for Home Isolation

= The persan should be assigned as a very
mild case/pre-symptomatic case by

= uch cases should have requisite facility
attheirresidence far selfisolation.

=& caregiver should be available 24x7 with
cantinuaus contact with hospifal which = 2
prerequisite for Home [salation.

= The caregiver and all close contacts of
such cases should take prescribed drug
prophylaxis as directed bytneating dogtor,

=« Download Arogya Setu App on mobile
(available at hitps:iwew.mygov.in/

= The patient shall regularly inform hisfher
health status to the Distrct Surveillance

Instructions tothe Patient

« Usetriple layer mask atall times. Discand mask after & - B hours of use or
earlier if thay bacome wet or visibly solled. Disinfect the mask before

discarding it.

disgasealc.

Must drink lot of fluids to maintain adequate hydration. Follow

= Maintain distance with others, especially eldery and those with
co-morbid conditions like hypartension, cardiovascular disease, renal

respiratony efiquettes all the time,
Do notshare personal ilems with other paople.

Clean the touchable surfacas (table, deors, handles etc) with

hypochlorite solution,

Strictly follow the physicians' instruction and medication advice.
Check body temperature regularly and report prompily if develops any

deteriorations of health condition.

Instructions far Caregivers

= Wear a triple layer medizal mask and change itwithin 6-8 hours,

« Ensure hand sanitization by frequently washing hands with soap and
water (Tor 40 seconds) or using alcohol basad hand sanitizer.

= Avoid direct contactwith body fluids of the patient, use disposable glaves.

= Awvoid exposure fo potentially confaminated items in patient's immediale
anvironmant, Bed sheet linen to be disinfected with sodium hypochlorite

When to seek medical attention

« Parsistent painf pressure inthe chest
Mental canfusion or inability to arouse
Develaping bluish discalourations of

A5 advisad by lreating Medical Officer
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Far Further Imformation

Nationa] Helpline

@w:-u-zawam& 85588-93911
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State Helpling

& 1075
e=flall For Ambulance
AR - Dial 108 |
ll“"\-\__ necy I0TWEgmeileom -..J.-

solution before washing.

« Provide food tothe patient inhis roam.
= Wash the utensils and dishes used by the patient separately with

detergent after wearing gloves.

= Ensure the regular menitonng of patient and own bady temperature

and report promptly it any sympiom develops.

Health Department, Haryana
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WORDLY WISE
TOLERANCE IS JUST ONE OF THE THINGS ABOUT
ELEPHANTS WHICH MAKES ONE REALISE THEY

ARE BIG IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE.

— JH WiLLIAMS

ThelndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

WEBINAR OPPOSITION

Rahul Gandhi's video interactions are a pleasant echo chamber.
Surely, Opposition politics during a time of distress needs more

HE RAHUL GANDHI-RAJIV Bajaj conversation put out in the public domain

onThursday — the latest in a series of video interactions in which Gandhi talks

toand/or interviews a guest under lockdown — draws attention for its con-

tent, and its format. Take that moment, about halfway down the conversa-

tion, when the Congress leader speaks about how the pandemic required a
decentralised response to begin with, and how the correct response is happening now, but
toolate. As a “passing of the buck”, not as strategy, agrees the industrialist, almost complet-
ing Gandhi’s thought, if not his sentence. Such moments of strikingly affable agreement, of
completing each other’s sentences and thoughts, abound — that thisis a “bitter sweet” time
more bitter than sweet (Bajaj) and “devastating” (Gandhi); that the lockdown has been
“draconian” (Bajaj) and it has “failed” (Gandhi); that India should not have looked to the
West for its solutions (Bajaj), but drawn internally (Gandhi); that the economy deserved a
greater stimulus and support (both). These sentiments are worthy, the arguments need to
be heard, but here’s the problem: By picking a guest he evidently agrees with, and who
agrees with him too, the main leader of India’s leading Opposition party defeats the in-
tended purpose of portraying the leader as listener and learner. He sends out a message
thatheis the host of a scripted, one-sided communication, an echo-chamber, locked down.

The problem, even when the guest is former RBI governor Raghuram Rajan or Nobel
laureate Abhijit Banerjee, is also this: Given Rahul Gandhi’s own pronounced and pro-
longed reluctance, first in becoming Congress president and then in stepping up to the de-
mands of the job, this series of virtual interactions in a time of real hardship for so many,
invites scepticism. What's their purpose, exactly? Admittedly, the pandemic has imposed
constraints on politics and political activity of the real kind, but it is also true that neither
the Congress nor its leader can now persuade anyone that they are straining to take to the
street. In effect, the party came to a standstill long before Covid struck. Having said that,
many Congress governments in the states are showing resolve as they mount a fight
against the pandemic. Rahul Gandhi would do far better by his party if he were to show-
case these efforts, the women and men behind them. Or even mount a campaign more
spirited than tweets against the bizarre arrest of the party’s Uttar Pradesh chief.

Itis understandable that the Congress leader should chafe at the narrative dominance
of the BJP, amplified many times over by the political lockdown induced by the pandemic
and fawning sections of the media. He is right when he says, as criticism of the NDA gov-
ernment, during his conversation with Bajaj, that image should be based on strength, not
strength on image. But if this apparent bid to join the battle of images shows anything it
is this: The Congress must listen to its own advice, instead of giving the impression that
itis trying to beat the BJP in its own game. Video meetings may have become de rigueur
in today's work-from-home model, but politics, especially Opposition politics in a time
of distress, may need more energy and imagination than a webinar.

CRY OF THE WILD

Outcry over death of an elephant in Kerala is reassuring, It
must be followed by a deeper soul-searching

HE GRUESOME DEATH of a 15-year-old pregnant wild elephant in Kerala

has triggered shock, sadness and anger among people. The elephant had

a part of its face blown up some days ago after reportedly biting into a

pineapple stuffed with explosives when it wandered into a farm on the

edge of a forest in Palakkad district. Attempts at rescue by forest officials
failed and the animal died in great pain in late May. The outrage over the elephant’s death
in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic, which is wrecking lives and livelihoods, is, in
part, because the incident has been reported from Kerala, which has projected itself as a
model state, setting benchmarks of responsible and sensitive caregiving in the time of
the pandemic. While it is not uncommon for farmers across India to target wild animals
that poach crops by letting them feed on fruit laden with poison or filled in with fire-
crackers, the barbaric practice is punishable under wildlife laws.

The elephant is an important element in Kerala’s cultural memory and traditions —
itis an integral part of temple festivals and pageantry. Some of these beasts — there are
about 486 of them in the state — have a huge fan base and even dedicated social media
accounts. But adulation for the animal does not always translate into genuine concern
for its well-being. Stories of elephants being ill-treated by mahouts and owners may be
relatively few now because a vigilant civil society, especially the elephant fans, keeps
track and is quick to flag incidents of cruelty or negligence. However, genuine elephant
lovers could do more: They need to prod people to question if it is human to keep an an-
imal that prefers to be part of a herd and roam in the wild chained alone to a restricted
space and subject it to unwarranted attention in the name of faith and culture.

While the outrage at the unintentional killing of the elephant is understandable, some of
ithasbeen laced with communal prejudice. The location of crime has been identified, point-
edly, as the Muslim-majority district of Malappuram and questions about the incident have
been framed in cultural terms. The attempt to draw political capital needs to be resisted.

CHHOTI S1 BAAT

Basu Chatterjee’s films starred the aam aadmi and aam aurat.
They made middle-class India visible on the big screen

HE ARRIVAL OF Basu Chatterjee on the Hindi film firmament, with the
1969 Sara Aakash upended the elements popular cinema was packed with:
Loud dialogue, high-pitched melodrama, and characters who lived in la-
laland. His films were rooted in the here and now, and were about people
like you and me.

Along with Hrishikesh Mukherjee and Basu Bhattacharya, Chatterjee created a road
map to celebrate ordinariness, humaneness, empathy. And he invested his middle-of-
the-road cinema with such zest and joy that it spilled over. There were sombre moments,
too, but his films never drowned in faux sentiment, they made their point with a linger-
ing lightness of touch. Some of his best loved films ( the '74 Rajnigandha,' 76 Chhoti Si
Baat’, 79 Baaton Baaton Mein) dealt with issues impacting a middle-class India which had
never been visible on the big screen before. Tongue-tied, shy lovers, the sparkle of newly-
independent working women, the rough and tumble of office politics, buses and trains
thatran late — all was gently-observed grist to Chatterjee’s mill, and the bustling 70s was
as much marked by his cinema, wonderfully fronted by an actor who exuded a special
man-next-door ordinariness, as it was by the films of a lanky, towering volcano.

If Amitabh Bachchan’s angry heroes railed against the system, and used their fists in re-
taliation, Amol Palekar’s self-effacing gents spoke up for the men who wore their thin, tenta-
tive moustaches and large collared bush-shirts with growing confidence, and for the ladies
they loved. Some of Chatterjee’s not so well-remembered titles like Chameli Ki Shaadi, Kamla
Ki Maut, and Swami, touched upon class and caste, pre-marital sex and suicide, marital dis-
cord and other tricky subjects. But it was all done in the distinctive style of a man who cele-
brated life in all its hues, layered with the songs still hummed. That's what's called timeless.

An agenda for a G-12

[t must include respect for human rights, adherence to
international law, multilateralism in trade and security

SANJAYA BARU

THE LOUD THINKING by United States
President Donald Trump on the need to en-
large the membership of the Group of
Seven (G-7), the club of “free market
democracies”, is only the most recent of
many such initiatives aimed at making an
anachronism relevant to a changing world.
Formed in 1976, the G-7 no longer domi-
nate the global economy as they did at their
founding. It was the French who first flew
the kite of membership expansion when
they invited heads of government of sev-
eral “emerging economies” for a meeting of
the group at Evian-les-Bains, France, in June
2003. The G-7 became the G-8 in 1997
when Russia was invited to join. In 2014,
Russia was debarred after it took over
Crimea.

After 2003, G-8 host countries began or-
ganising a meeting on the sidelines of their
summits with a select group of five or six
developing countries. India and China were
invited to all those summits. President
Trump has, however, gone a step further.
Rather than invite “guests” to a G-7 sum-
mit, he has suggested expanding the G-7 to
aG-100r G-11. Trump has come up withan
interesting list of new members — Australia,
India, South Korea and, possibly, Russia.
Trump's pragmatism in including Russia
should be welcomed. The advantage of get-
ting Russia in is that the group would not
be viewed merely as an anti-China gang-up
but, in fact, as a club of “free market democ-
racies”. The group could easily be made the
G-12 with the inclusion of Indonesia — one
of the few democratic nations in the Islamic
world.

Trump’s motivation in expanding the
G-7 to include India and Russia while keep-
ing China out s transparent. If keeping China
outwas not the intention, the G-7 could eas-
ily have dissolved themselves and revitalised
the presently inert G-20. There are, of course,
good reasons why Xi Jinping's China requires
to be put on notice for its various acts of omis-
sion and commission and disrespect for in-
ternational law. However, disciplining China
is one thing, isolating it quite another. If the

‘While many countries share
Trump's displeasure with
China for its manipulation
of the World Health
Organisation, many of them
are equally unhappy with the
manner in which the Trump
administration has treated
the World Trade
Organisation. A G-12 cannot
ignore such partisan
behaviour by either the US
or China. If Trump does
issue an invitation to the
three or four new members
to join the new group, they
should seck clarity on the
terms of membership.
Russia's experience, of being
invited and then disinvited
and now being considered
for being re-invited should
be a salutary message to all
others invitees.

new group is viewed as yet another arrow in
the China containment quiver it would place
India and most other members of the group
in a spot. Everyone wants China disciplined,
few would like to be seen seeking its isola-
tion. Asia needs a law-abiding China, not a
sullen China.

EvenJapan and Australia, which have se-
rious concerns about China's behaviour, may
not like the new group to be viewed purely as
ananti-China gang-up. That may well be the
case with South Korea too. Indeed, even India
should tread cautiously. It has more issues
with China than most others in the group,
spanning across economic and national se-
curity issues and yet it should seek a disci-
plined China, not an isolated one.

What this means is that the proposed
new group should define its agenda in
terms that would encourage China to return
to the pre-Xi era of global good behaviour.
The G-7 came into being in the mid-1970s
against the background of shocks to the
global financial and energy markets. The G-
12 would come into being against the back-
ground of a global economic crisis and the
disruption to global trade caused both by
protectionism and a pandemic. The two
items on the next summit agenda would
have to be the global response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the rising tide of protection-
ism and mercantilism and the global eco-
nomic slowdown. The summit will have to
come forward with some international dos
and don'ts to deal with the challenge posed
by these disruptions.

These new rules of international con-
duct would have to apply to both China and
the US. The G-12 — and I do think it would
make sense to include Indonesia — have a
shared interest in ensuring that both China
and the US respect international law and
desist from unilateralism in dealing with
neighbours and global challenges. To be
able to alter China's behaviour without iso-
lating it, the G-12 will have to widen their
agenda, go beyond the purely economicis-
sues that the G-7 originally focused on, and
include climate change, health care and hu-

man rights.

Inidentifying themselves as “free market
democracies” the G-12 must issue a new
charter of respect for human rights, adher-
ence to international law and multilateral-
ism in trade and security. This is easier said
than done. President Trump will have to re-
assure the group's members that he has their
combined interests at heart in proposing a
new group and has an imagination beyond
just an “America First” policy. Even as the
world is increasingly wary of an assertive
China and of Xi Jinping's China Dream and
his version of a “China First” policy, it is also
wary of Trump's unilateralism on many
fronts.

While many countries share Trump's dis-
pleasure with China for its manipulation of
the World Health Organisation, many of
them are equally unhappy with the manner
in which the Trump administration has
treated the World Trade Organisation. AG-12
cannot ignore such partisan behaviour by ei-
ther the US or China. If Trump does issue an
invitation to the three or four new members
tojoin the new group, they should seek clar-
ity on the terms of membership. Russia's ex-
perience, of being invited and then disinvited
and now being considered for being re-in-
vited should be a salutary message to all oth-
ers invitees.

President Trump is not doing India a
favour by wanting to invite it into the new
group. As the world's largest free market
democracy India deserves to be a member
of not just a G-12 but of even a new G-7.
India's political and economic credentials are
certainly stronger than those of Canada,
Britain and Italy. Indeed, Russia, Australia,
South Korea and even Indonesia may regard
themselves as natural choices for member-
ship of an expanded G-7. In other words,
Trump is not doing the new members a
favour. He is, like the French before him, only
coming to terms with the reality of a new
world order.

The writer is a policy analyst and former
media advisor to Prime Minister of India
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‘Migrant’ has become a label that declares someone a perpetual outsider

Rama BI]APURKAR

BEFORE THE COVID-19 pandemic, “migrant”
and “migration” were emotionally-neutral
words used to describe Indians who have
moved their residence from one part of the
country to another, temporarily or perma-
nently. Now, with due respect to the media
and to the wise people who speak on behalf
of them, the word “migrant” has acquired an
emotional charge, value judgement and so-
cial stereotyping, and a new slice of society
called “the migrants” has been consecrated.

“The migrants” is now shorthand for a
people who are poor, homeless, hungry,
neglected by the states and Centre, usually
from two or three of the poorest states and,
most of all, who do not qualify for belong-
ing to the city where they work. No one
thinks of software folks who come from all
over the country to the electronic city in
Bengaluru in search of work as migrants,
even though they too qualify for the “mi-
grant” label. By the way, what do we call an
upper-class person who visits parents and
siblings in Andhra Pradesh for a few months
of the year, lives mostly in Maharashtra and
goes to Gujarat for work at certain times of
the year? That’s me, but no one has referred
to me as “one of the migrants”.

In today’s context, “migrant” has become
a label that declares someone as a perpet-
ual outsider, despite having crossed no na-
tional boundaries, and despite Indians hav-
ing the right to live wherever they want

Some of us may remember
the ugliness of the 1960s and
"70s when the Shiv Sena said
that South Indians didn’t
belong in Maharashtra. With
our new, thoughtless use of
the collective noun, ‘the
migrants’, to describe people
who leave Mumbai — when
in trouble — to return to
their immediate or extended
families, we are rekindling
that same flame again: The
risky ‘insider-outsider’
narrative for Indians within
India.

without any need for any permission or reg-
istration. The government of Kerala, in a
move much lauded by many, has called
them “guest workers”. Guests are those who
come to my house and will stay or go at my
pleasure and enjoy privileges based on my
levels of hospitality. How can an Indian state
government classify Indians from other
states as guests?

Some of us may remember the ugliness
of the 1960s and '70s when the Shiv Sena
said that South Indians didn’t belong in
Maharashtra. With our new, thoughtless use
of the collective noun, “the migrants”, to de-
scribe people who leave Mumbai — when
in trouble — to return to their immediate or
extended families, we are rekindling that
same flame again: The risky “insider-out-
sider” narrative for Indians within India.

Of course, many of us have a “home
state”. It defines, often not always, my eth-
nic and cultural identity (not the same as my
national identity), what [ eat, what my
mother tongue is, how I drape my sari, my
religious and social customs. But it does not
define my limits of belonging to any part of
the country I choose.

The creation of a new class called the mi-
grants makes us forget that they are people
and all rules that apply to people, apply to
them as well. Many ask, “Why are the
migrants leaving? Why can’t they be per-
suaded to stay? Surely, they would stay if

food was actually being provided?” and so
on. The fact is, they are going to their other
home for pretty much the same reason
many upper-class kids are back from their
colleges abroad to be with their families, or,
why company executives may choose to
relocate to their parents’ homes if they lose
their jobs in Mumbai or Delhi and find the
rents prohibitive. Because life at the other
home may be safer and better than in a city
where work has dried up, the living
conditions are abysmal, and the risk of
dying high.

So let’s replace the label starting now.
“Casual-wage-labour” or “multi-state resi-
dents” would be a less dangerous, more spe-
cific label — a category, rather than a class
or caste. Diaspora is a better collective noun
than migrants.

But Hindi serves the purpose so much
better — shramik means workers, labour or
“the working class”. While this categorisa-
tion does signal socioeconomic-occupa-
tional hierarchy, it doesn’t signal “insider-
outsider”. If we must use the migration
word, “pravasi” is better: It has been infused
with dignity and glory thanks to “pravasi
bharatiya divas”. Or, even OCI (other state
citizen of India) will do.

Bijapurkar is the author of We Are Like That
Only and A Never-before World: Tracking
the evolution of Consumer India
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CASE AGAINST CHARAN

M RDHAWAN, father of R K Dhawan, special
assistant to Prime Minister Indira Gandhi,
has filed a criminal complaint against the for-
mer prime minister Charan Singh and seven
others alleging that they were party to a
criminal conspiracy to wrongfully confine
him for three days in a false case relating to
the collection of funds for the Congress (I).
Metropolitan magistrate V B Gupta fixed July
5 for recording Dhawan'’s statement. In his
complaint, Dhawan added that the accused
entered into a conspiracy in August 1977 to
register a false case against him. The com-
plaint added that the Dhawans' house was
gheraoed and searched, and he and his son

were arrested.

TARAPUR FUEL

US PRESIDENT JIMMY Carter is again vacil-
lating in America's obligations to supply fuel
for Tarapur. Fresh excuses are being trotted
outto delay a decision, among them the new
Indo-Soviet arms deal. White House and State
Department aides told The New York Times
that the Carter administration is reviewing
the position and examining the possibility of
cutting the size of the shipments or postpon-
ing action until 1981. One official, while re-
porting that he still expected Carter to go
ahead eventually with the shipments, said
that the administration agreed with mem-

New Delhi

bers of Congress who wanted to defer to the
President's action until after closed hearings
on the issue by the senate foreign relations
committee and possibly other panels.

INDO-SOVIET TALKS

INDIA AND THE Soviet Union seemed to
have narrowed the gap between their re-
spective positions on the Afghanistan issue.
This indication came during a return lunch
given by the external affairs minister,
Narasimha Rao, in honour of Soviet foreign
minister Andrei Gromyko. In contrast to yes-
terday's somewhat rigid attitude of the two
sides, they appeared to have made progress
in understanding each others' viewpoint.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Even amid the tear gas, the rubber bullets, the sirens, the fires, the standoffs, the
looting, the “vicious dogs” and “ominous weapons,” the best of America has

been visible.

— THE WASHINGTON POST

Cash transfers, not loans

The Centre’s package for addressing the economic distress triggered by pandemic is debt-based —
itis not helping reduce the challenges of the states

BHUPESH BAGHEL

COVID-19 HAS led the world economy to the
verge of a recession. The measures adopted
todeal with the crisis will take a long time to
fix the situation. Meanwhile, in different re-
gions of India, the ongoing process of migrant
workers returning back home due to the
Jjammed wheels of industries indicate a pro-
longed stagnation of economic activity. In this
context, the challenge is to look at the Nyay
scheme announced by former Congress
President Rahul Gandhi during the Lok Sabha
elections with a fresh perspective.

It would not be wrong to say that even be-
fore the economic downturn and the spread
of COVID-19 in the country, socio-economic
life was in great distress, and so, there was a
need for a basic minimum monthly income.
This minimum monthly income not only
helps in times of illness and saves families
from starvation, but also brings money to the
market and strengthens the economy indi-
rectly from the ground up.

The Centre has announced an economic
package of Rs 20 lakh crore for the entire
country, of which half has been used even
before it was announced and much of the
rest will be provided to entrepreneurs in the
form of debt. Now, it is beyond understand-
ing that amid the current lockdown situa-
tion, how demand will be generated and if
demand does not rise, how will these new
loans inject life into the economy. In such
extreme situations, Rahul Gandhi’s Nyay
scheme is relevant with its goal of “transfer
cash not loans”. Whether you want to save
lives or the economy, cash transfers are the
best solution.

Chhattisgarh has a poverty rate of 39.9 per
cent. Eighty per cent of the state's population
is engaged in farming, and 44 per cent of its
areais covered with forests. According to gov-
ernment figures, the irrigation capacity is 34
per cent, but the actual figures are less. Our
journey began on December 17,2018, when
people of the state rejected the former gov-
ernment — which had promised to double
farmers’ incomes — and within just two hours
of our government being formed, farmers’
debts were waived.

The idea behind this model was derived
from the thought process of the Congress dur-
ing UPA-1 and UPA2. We understood at the
outset that the real entrepreneurs in our
economy were our farmers and tribal forest
produce collectors. We announced the com-
mencement of the Nyay Yojana in
Chhattisgarh, and for the past one-and-a-half
years, the support price for the largest crop in
the state — paddy — was raised from Rs 1,800
to Rs 2,500. Due to the liberal policy of our
government, 80.37 lakh metric tonnes of
paddy was collected from farmers at the rate
of Rs 2,500 per quintal. This injected Rs
20,000 crore directly into farmers’ pockets,
an increase of about Rs 8,000 crore from the
support price prevailing at the time. We have
waived loans worth Rs 9,000 crore for farm-
ers, and Rs 244 crore worth of irrigation tax
was forgiven. We did the same for the tendu
patta collectors, whose wage rate was in-
creased from Rs 2,500 to Rs 4,000 per stan-
dard bag.

During the previous BJP government’s

tenure, only seven items of forest produce
were purchased at the support price. We de-
cided to buy 25 items at the minimum sup-
port price. In this way, by increasing the pur-
chasing power of common villagers, farmers,
and tribals residing in the forests, we were
successful in reducing the effects of the eco-
nomic slowdown in the state within one-
and-a-halfyears.In 2019, when we had to buy
paddy from farmers again, the Centre de-
clared that if we will buy paddy from farm-
ers at a higher support price — that is, if we
provided abonus to our farmers — then it will
not be purchased in the central pool. While
hurting the federal system, the economicin-
terests of our farmers were given the short
shrift. At that moment, we used our discre-
tion, created a new record of purchasing 82.70
lakh MT of paddy at the support price, and
decided that our farmers won't have to face
any harm at any cost.

The announcement regarding the Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Scheme was made in the
state's 2020-21 budget. The scheme is being
implemented from May 21, the day of the
martyrdom of former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi.

Not just the purchase of paddy, but a
“grant-in-aid” will be provided for a total of
14 items, including maize and sugarcane. A
comprehensive scheme of “grant-in-aid” of
Rs 5,700 crore has been prepared which will
benefitabout 19 lakh farmers. Of this, Rs 1,500
crore is being disbursed in the first phase to
farmers for paddy, maize and sugarcane. The
process began on May 21.

[ strongly believe that we have turned
challenges into opportunities in Chhattisgarh.
Some people are talking about turning the
disaster into an opportunity, butIbelieve that
in times of disaster, what is needed is sensi-
tivity and sincerity. This is why even though
Chhattisgarh has crossed the 100-cases mark
vis a vis COVID-19, our recovery rate stands
at 70 to 90 per cent. There is no doubt that
with limited resources, the state has found it
exceedingly difficult to fight the COVID chal-
lenge. The PM-Cares Fund has received more
donations by attracting CSR funds, and a cri-
sis has been created for the state. Despite this,
Chhattisgarh is fighting for both — an eco-
nomic revival and the COVID-19 battle with
unparalleled determination. I believe that the

Some people are talking
about turning disaster into
opportunity, but I believe
that in times of disaster,
sensitivity and sincerity
serve the needed. This is why
even though Chhattisgarh
has crossed the 100-cases
mark vis a vis COVID-19,
our recovery rate stands at
70 to 90 per cent. There is no
doubt that with limited
resources, the state has
found it exceedingly difficult
to fight the COVID
challenge. The PM-Cares
Fund has received more
donations by attracting CSR
funds, and a crisis has been
created for the state. Despite
this, Chhattisgarh is fighting
for both economic revival
and against COVID-19 with
unparalleled determination.

CR Sasikumar

more cash we transfer into the bank accounts
of farmers, villagers, the poor and tribals, un-
der the ideology of the Nyay Scheme, our ru-
ral base will be strengthened.

All the nations of the world affected by
COVID-19 are following this path of recov-
ery. Unfortunately, the Centre’s package is
debt-based and is not helping reduce the
challenges of the states. There is no need for
dramatic announcements. Direct bank
transfers should be made into the accounts
of farmers, labourers, villagers, tribals,
women and the deprived sections of soci-
ety, who have talent and passion, but lack
economic resources. We have tried to con-
nect our society with its old cultural and ide-
ological heritage. With this aim in mind, the
scheme of “Narva (traditional water re-
sources), Garwa (livestock), Ghurwa (or-
ganic manure), and Bari (industry)” conser-
vation was created for the promotion and
revival of rural livelihoods.

An environment of communal harmony
hasalso become animportant componentin
the economic development of the state. The
Chhattisgarh model is inspired by the true
ideology of the Congress. With the Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojna, our social and eco-
nomic culture has found a new basis, which
is not a statement, but is action-oriented. At
atime of a crisis, when various models of de-
velopment have failed throughout the coun-
try and the world, the Chhattisgarh model
sets an example for the nation. This scheme
will help our migrant workers returning to
theirvillages to get support to start their lives
afresh through a major contribution to agri-
culture and forest produce.

Congress president Sonia Gandhi has in-
structed us to take the initiative to provide a
minimum fixed income to landless agricul-
tural labourers as well. On the day of the
martyrdom of Rajiv Gandhi, we decided that
the Landless Agricultural Labour NYAY
Yojana must be implemented at the earli-
est. For this, a high-level committee headed
by the chief secretary has been asked to sub-
mitareportin two months. We believe that
this initiative will play a big role in the eco-
nomic-social rehabilitation of COVID-af-
fected people in the state.

The writer is Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh
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The freedom to criticise

Asitrages against court’s critics, Bar Council does not speak for legal profession

NAVROZ SEERVAI

MANAN KUMAR MISHRA is a man on a mis-
sion, if his past and present conduct and ut-
terances are anything to go by. Unfortunately,
the position he presently holds, Chairman Bar
Council of India, (BCI), gives his pronounce-
ments the semblance of authority, emanat-
ing from his office. He, therefore, presumes he
can portray to the public that he and the BCI
speak on behalf of the entire legal profession.
Nothing is further from the truth.

The BClis astatutory body constituted un-
der the Advocates Act,1961. It has well-de-
fined, limited jurisdiction, which it legally can-
not transgress. Each state also has its Bar
Council, with limited jurisdiction.

The press release issued by Mishraon May
30 on behalf of the BCI constitutes a clear
transgression of its jurisdiction. It is an unwar-
ranted assault on the independence of the le-
gal profession, as also anillegal attempt toin-
terfere with the fundamental right of free
speech, thought and expression, guaranteed
under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution. Itis
also an indirect attack on the press, on NGOs,
activists and social workers, who were con-
strained to repeatedly bring to the attention
of the Supreme Court the horrifying plight of
millions of migrants.

The press release begins with leaping to
the defence of the Supreme Court. It attacks

senior advocates and former judges fora con-
spiracy to weaken the Court and browbeat it.
It incorrectly opines that this “concerted at-
tack by some disgruntled members of the Bar
and some unhappy and disappointed former
judges” is unprecedented. It seems oblivious
of the sustained and withering attacks on the
Supreme Court during, and even after the
Emergency.

This initial outburst is followed by rank
abuse. One would have thought that the pres-
ident of the BCI would refrain from such lan-
guage, particularly when what he attacks is
fundamental toa strongand independent Bar,
namely, the right to dissent and the right to
criticise. Infact, the right to think, and translate
those thoughts into words and actions — what
an Article of our Constitution recognises as a
fundamental right, that of “freedom of
speech”.

The insulting words the press release
uses are defined in the following manner in
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, “disgruntled”
means “discontented” and discontented
means “dissatisfied”. The Cassell Concise
Dictionary further defines “disgruntled” as
“annoyed, disappointed”. So, by usingitas a
pejorative against retired judges, lawyers and
others, the press release has proclaimed that
“the Bar” Mishra represents does not want

lawyers to be dissatisfied, disappointed or
annoyed, no matter what the provocation,
no matter what the justifiable reason for be-
ing annoyed, dissatisfied or discontented. In
short, his preferred Bar is of unthinking, mute
ants or bees, busily working away at their
anthill or beehive. Thankfully, he is not go-
ing to getiit.

Misleadingly, the press release paints a pic-
ture of a proactive Supreme Court having im-
mediately gone to the rescue of the millions of
migrants who were in the throes of dying as
they walked home. We all know what the
facts are, and why so many throughout the
country were annoyed, dissatisfied and dis-
contented with the Supreme Court’s inaction.
It was only because of the concerted efforts of
these persons and groups, that the conscience
of the Supreme Court was adequately roused
to pass orders, howsoever belatedly.

To abuse, berate, and threaten these per-
sons, whichis what the press release does, de-
means the BCI, and is an obvious attempt to
curry favour with the powers that be, not to
mention the Supreme Court. Surely, this is not
the remit of the BCI. And I ask myself: Does
the Supreme Court need to be protected with
the sword of Mishra? I would like to think not.
Rather, well may it echo Voltaire: “May God
defend me from my friends; I can defend my-

self from my enemies.”

If anyone believes that attempts to brow-
beat the few courageous retired judges, the
innumerable lawyers, the press and others
(who took up the cause of the migrants) so
that they forsake their right to comment, crit-
icise and protest, whether it be over the gov-
ernment’s mismanagement and callous dis-
regard for millions of poor migrants or the
Supreme Court’s inaction, or the conduct of
B(litself, they are sadly mistaken. These peo-
ple are not going to be deterred by press re-
leases!

Let me also clearly say that except in the
world of Alice in Wonderland, the BCl does not
speak for the legal profession in this country.
Nothingelse explains the grandiloquent com-
ment: “Bar totally disapproves and deprecates
suchact.”

Butthe question remains: Is this what the
legal profession wants? Is this what the pro-
fession should tolerate? Or rather, should
Mishra not be told, in the memorable words of
Oliver Cromwell, when he dismissed the
Rump Parliament in 1653: “You have sat too
long here for any good that you have been do-
ing. Depart, I say, and let us have done with
you. In the name of God, go!”

The writeris a senior advocate

[.aw on locusts

Imagine COVID-19 information being

disseminated throug
rather than

BIBEK DEBROY

ACRID MEANS PUNGENT or bitter, and lo-
custsleave abitter taste in the mouth. Imean
metaphorically, because of the devastation
they cause.lhave noidea what alocust tastes
like. Acrida is a genus of grasshoppers.
Following Carl Linnaeus, all living organism
have Latin names. But acrid and acrida have
different etymological roots — via Latin,
acrida owes its origin to Greek and means
locust. That's the sense in whichitis used (in
Greek)in the Bible (Matthew 3.4, Mark 1.6),
where there is a reference to eating locusts
and wild honey. Indeed, locusts are efficient
sources of food, far more than meat, but ob-
viously not when swarms have been
sprayed with harmful chemicals.

There was a Famine Inquiry Commission
(Woodhead Commission) in 1945 which
said, “as an instance of the possibility of the
control of apest over a vast area, the effective
control of the desert locust, during its pres-
entcycle, may be mentioned...This warfare
against the locust has been conducted by
such simple means as trenching and poison-
baiting.” Naturally, we have better means
now. That Woodhead Commission led to the
establishment of Directorate of Plant
Protection Quarantine and Storage (in 1946).
This subsumed the former Locust Warning
Organisation, established in 1939.

As should be obvious, there are different
types of locusts. The indigenous Bombay
Locust is hardly of concern now. It has been
relatively benign since 1908 (there was a mi-
norswarmin 1927).Our concern, and that of
several countries, is the Desert Locust, dur-
ing its swarming phase. A smallish swarm
is an outbreak. When an outbreak is up-
scaled, itbecomes an upsurge. When an up-
surge is upscaled further, it becomes a
plague. We had the last plague in 1959-62
and the last upsurge in 1997. Severity de-
pends on the number of swarms. For in-
stance, the 1997 upsurge had only four
swarms. The 1968 upsurge had 167 swarms
and the 1993 upsurge had 172 swarms.

The Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO) has a Desert Locust bulletin and our
Directorate also has a locust bulletin. From
neither could  make out how many swarms
we have now. It's a premature question.Ina
non-flying stage, locusts are hoppers. When
hoppers move together, they are known as
a group. When adults move together, they
are known as a band. The bands become
larger and become swarms. Atany one point
in time, we have individual hoppers, indi-
vidual adults, groups, bands and swarms.
Hence, we don’t know how many swarms
there will be eventually. But as of now, we
don’thave a plague. We do have an upsurge.

The Directorate administers statutes like
the Destructive Insects and Pests Act(1914),
its 1992 amendment, and the Insecticides
Act(1968), neither of which s specifictolo-

h the beating of drums
Aarogya Setu

custs. For locusts specifically, one should look
towards the East Punjab Agricultural Pests,
Diseases and Noxious Weeds Act (1949),
which s also applicable in Delhi. When the
Centre for Civil Society identified Delhi laws
for repeal, this figured in the list, but has not
beenrepealed. Section4(1)(2) of this statute
mentions locusts, a sectioninserted in 1951:
“Notwithstanding anything contained in
this Act, in the event of any area being in-
vaded, orindanger of an invasion, by locusts,
the Collector of the district or other officer
authorised by him in this behalf may call
upon any male person not below the age of
14 years resident in the district to render all
possible assistance in carrying out preven-
tive or remedial measures and in the de-
struction of locusts...It shall not be neces-
sary to notify every person individually for
his services, and a proclamation by beat of
drum or other customary modes in the vil-
lage or locality shall be deemed sufficient
notice to all affected persons residing in that
village orlocality.” Imagine COVID-19infor-
mation being disseminated through the
beating of drums rather than Aarogya Setu.

The Punjab (as it then was) Legislative
Assembly proceedings from 1951 explain
why that amendment was introduced in
1951 (initially through an ordinance). In
January 1951, Hissar, Gurgaon, Karnal,
Ambala and Ludhiana were visited by lo-
custs, with them eventually settling down
in Hoshiarpur. Other than the government
and the army, students and zamindars
were also roped in to fight locusts and this
was formalised through that
ordinance/amendment. Like this year, lo-
custs travelled beyond the immediately
vulnerable areas in Rajasthan. Often, a
statute cannot be repealed in entirety, since
some sections remain relevant. For in-
stance, in recent years, Punjab may not
have invoked Section 4(1)(2) to fight lo-
custs, but has used other sections to con-
trol parthenium. Other states have similar
legislation — Assam, Andhra, Telangana,
Tamil Nadu. However, there is a difference.
Inthose cases, legislation doesn’t define an
“insect pest” in the body of the legislation
but leaves it to the notification. That's the
problem with the East Punjab legislation
— its unnecessary specificity, where locusts
and beating of drums are codified. The dif-
ference between a statute and rules/or-
ders/notifications isn’t understood, a mind-
set that is the bane of other legislation too.
A statute is passed by the legislature,
rules/orders/notifications are in the execu-
tive’s domain, with information given to
the legislature. Anything built into legisla-
tion also has to be formally repealed — a
time-consuming process. Consequently, an
anachronism like Section 4(1)(2) remains.

In 2020, farmers have beaten drums and
utensils, used DJ-s and burst firecrackers to
ward off locusts — in Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Punjab, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh. But that's not the same as dis-
seminating information about locust inva-
sions through the beating of drums.Thaven’t
found any instance of Section 4(1)(2) being
invoked after 1951. The ordinance should
have lapsed.

The writer is chairman, Economic Advisory
Council to the PM. Views are personal.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

LOOK BEYOND

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A back-
ward turn’ (IE, June 4). Becoming “at-
manirbhar” is a good way of life consid-
ering the boost to the local economy
and more domesticincome. But is it fea-
sible in a world where Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam has already become the
norm? In the era of globalisation, long-
term global economic prosperity can-
not come through closed borders.
Divya Singla, Patiala, Punjab

A BAD FEELING

THISREFERSTO the editorial, The slow-
down’ (IEJune 3). Moody’s, which was
supporting the frame of India’s economic
estimates till November 2017 has now
downgraded itsratings. The reasonis not
just the lockdown impact but also the
pre-pandemic slowdown. The height-
ening trust deficit between investors and
the government is more relevant than
the fiscal deficit. The government must
address these negative sentiments to
boost private investment and to end the
economy’s downward trajectory.

Anu Tiwari, Agra

WARNING SIGNS

THISREFERSTO the editorial MGNERGA
in need’ (IE, June 4). Arecent edition of
the Economic Survey observed that the
rural employment guarantee scheme,
MGNREGA, offers an early indicator of
rural distress. Using that measure, it's
clear that rural India is in trouble. Non-
farm sources of income have been bat-
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tered, suggesting MGNREGA will be in
greater demand this year to mitigate
hardship. Therefore, it's essential that
this scheme functions smoothly. One as-
pectwhichwill need careful attentionis
the obstacle toiits functioning on account
of administrative rationing.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

AMERICANA

THIS REFERS to the editorial, ‘[ can't
breathe’ (IE, June 3). A constitution is
what shapes a country. In the US, the
constitution presents a contradiction.
While it enshrines liberty, equality and
rule of law, it also — in its origins — has
aracially graded notion of citizenship.
The story of American equality and
democracy turns out to be the story of
racial classification as well.

Aishik Sinha, Kolkata

New Delhi
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

l,Chhote Sah,S/o0 Laloo Prasad
Shastri R/0-Shiv Hanuman-
Mandir, Mohammadpur
Village, New-Delhi-
110066.have changed my
name to Krishan Kumar
Shastri. 0040538717-3

1,Bhola Mahto,S/o0 Sita Ram
Mahto & Bhola Mahto,S/0 SR
Mahto R/0-73, G/F,DDA-Flats
Shivaji-Enclave-Extn, New-
Delhi-110027,both are same
person. 0040538717-1

I, Shiv Shankar Sharma son of
ShriKanchhid Prasad Sharma
Resident of G-37, G-Block,
Green Avenue, Vikas Nagar,
Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-
110059 have changed my name
from Shiv Shankar Sharma to
Ansh Sharmafor all intents &
Purposes. Inform that Shiv
Shankar Sharma & Ansh
Sharmaboth are one & same
Person Name. 0040538683-1

l, Shalini Panwar D/o Virender
Singh R/0-A-342A/5, A-Block,
South Ganesh-Nagar, East
Delhi-110092,have changed
my name to Shalini
Permanently.  0040538717-4

I, Saurav Chauhan S/o
Shatrughan Chauhan, R/o
81/A, Gali.No.1,Bihari Colony,
Shahdara, Delhi-110032, have
changed my name to Sourav
Chauhan. 0040538717-11

l, Monora Begam,W/o Usman
Ali R/0.H.N0.851, Pocket-04,
Sector-A/06, Narela, Delhi-
110040,have changed my
name,from Monora Begum to
Monora Begam,for all,future
purposes. 0040538717-5

I, Mansha Pant, D/o-Shri
Sanjeev Kumar Pant R/o
H.No.B-207,F-1, Ramprastha
Colony, Chander nagar,
Ghaziabad,Uttar Pradesh-
201011,have added my father’s
name Shri Sanjeev Kumar Pant
in place of Shri Sanjeev Pant
and shall be known as Shri
Sanjeev Kumar Pant as per
Affidavit dated 30.05.2020
sworn before Notary. That
Sanjeev Pant and Sanjeev
Kumar Pant are one and the
same person. 0040538717-10

I, Manoj Kumar S/o HarbansLal,
R/0 B- 160, Subhadra Colony,
Sarai Rohilla, Delhi- 35 have
changed my name to Manoj
Kumar sachdeva
permanently.

0040538692-1

I, Have changed my name from
Arvind Pandit to Rinkoo Bhat
S/o Late.Sh. Girdhari Lal Bhat
R/0-H.N0.1171, Sector-4-B,
(Shiv Ganga Appt.)
Vasundhara, Ghaziabad, (U.P)
forever, for all purposes.

0040538700-1

I, Chandan Singh Kushwaha
SS/Nizamuddin N.Rly.,S/0
Sh.Ganga Ram Kushwaha R/0-
D-134,Street-4 Saurabh-Vihar
Badarpur New-Delhi-
110044,declare that my name
inmy service-records is
mentioned as Chandan Singh.
1,hereby confirm that my
name to be corrected as
Chandan Singh Kushwabha.

0040538717-6

l, ASHA DESWAL,W/0 NO-JC-
733647ANB SUBJITENDER
KUMAR,R/0O-VPO-AJAIB, TEH-
MEHAM, DISTT-ROHTAK,
(HARYANA)-124111,have
changed my name,from ASHA
DESWAL toASHA,for all,future
purpose. 0040538717-9

1Vikas S/0, Shamsher Singh
R/0o House No -129, Village And
Post Office- Hassanpur, Tauru,
Mewat Haryana have changed
my name to Vikas Sehrawat
forall purposes. 040538656-1

I, Shakeela Shah W/0-Shakeel
Shah R/0-J-29 Lal Kuan Prem-
Nagar M.B.Road Delhi-110044,
Changed my name to Shakila
Shah. 0040538717-2

I Vaibhav S/0-Ajay Bansal R/o-
A-17, Gali-No.1, Sanjay Nagar,
Sector-2, Rohini, Delhi-110085
have changed my name to
Yash Bansal for all purposes.

0040538665-1

| Shagufta Nahid, wife of
Mohammad Parwez.R/O
Chandwara, Muzaffarpur.
Bihar.842001. have changed
my name from Shagufta Nabid
to Shagufta Nahid for all future
purposes. 0040538675-1

|Sangeeta Sharma D/o
Rajeshwar Prasad R/o P 208,
Jalvayu Vihar, Sector-21,
Noida have changed my name
to Sangeeta. 0040538672-1

IDharamvir S/o ShriDurga
Prasad R/0713/8, GaliNo.5,
Punjabi Basti, Military Road,
Anand Parbat New Delhi-
110005 do submit that | have
changed my Son name has
been from Sanchit Prasad to
Sanchit Kumar for all
purposes. 0040538623-1

1, SUMANDEEP KAUR W/O-NO-
4484989W L/NK ROBIN SINGH
R/0-VPO-MOHLAN, TEH-
MALOUT,DISTT-MUKTASAR,
PUNJAB-151210,in my
husband’s service-record my
date-of-birth has been
wrongly-mentioned as-
01/03/1991 instead of-
01/03/1990. 0040538717-8

1,SMT SUREKHA SAHADEV
HIRATTI W/O-NO-3206139A
L/NKHANAMANTH
VYAPARAKI R/O-VPO-
TUKKANATTI, TEH-
GOKAK,DISTT-BELGAUM,
KARNATAKA-591224,have
changed my name,from SMT
SUREKHA SAHADEV HIRATTI to
SMT SUREKHA HANAMANTH
VYAPARAKI,for all,future
purposes. 0040538717-7

SITUATION VACANT

Biodiesel Expert Plant Head for
plantusing tallow, acid oil,
fatty acid and glycerol refining
20TPD cap required in PB. Email
5$531031993@gmail.com

0050165137-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to general public at large that my
clients 1). Angoori Devi W/o. Late Shri Nunat
Ram, 2). Raghuveer Singh S/o. Late Shri
Nunat Ram, 3) Shashi W/o. Raghuveer Singh,
all are R/o. G-23/24, Nand Ram Park, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi 110059, have severed,
disengaged, cut off, renounce, expelled and
debarred/disowned all their relations with their
son/brother namely Lalit Kumar s/o. Late Shri
Nunat Ram and daughter-in-law/sister in law
namely Babita Rani Dfo. Govind Babu,
grandson/nephew Vivaan Kumar from their life
and from all moveable and
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properties as both are disobedient,
disrespectful, quarrelsome  and  also
harass/torture physically and mentally to my
clients without any rhyme & reason since their
marriage 09.05.2016 and both are residing
separately. My clients shall have no concern,
whatsoever with above named. Any person
dealing with them, shall do so on his/her own
risk, consequences and responsibilities and my
clients shall not in any manner be liable for any
conducts, acts and deeds of the above named.
Sanjay Kumar (Solicitor & Advocate)

Ch. No-315, Lawyers Block,

Saket District Court Complex,

New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to the public at large that my
clients Smt. Sunita and Sh. Shyam Babu
S/o Sh. Ram Phal R/o F-2/15, Phase-1,
Budh Vihar, Sultan Puri, Delhi- 110086
declares that they have disowned and
debarred their son Praveen and his wife
Smt. Kamini both residents of F-2/15,
Phase-1, Budh Vihar, Sultan Puri, Delhi-
110086 from all their moveable and
immoveable assets and ceased all
relations with them with immediate effect
due to their daily bellicose behavior
towards both of us and if anyone deals with
them in future, shall do at his own risk and
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WESTERN RAILWAY-AHMEDABAD DIVISION
VARIOUS ELECTRICAL WORK
E-TENDER NOTICE NO. Sr.DEE/ADI/08(20-21) dtd. 31.05.2020
Sr. Estimated

No. Tender No. Name of work Cost EMD
EL-50-1-ADI-| Ahmedabad division: Rewirin
1 9 - -
T-12-2020-21] of 926 units various types of %2,39,33,484/- | 2,69,7001
staff quarters.
EL-50-1-ADI-| Electrical work in connection |
2 A -
T-13-2020-21| with rewiring oi RPF barrack ¥39.48.181/- | 79,000/

and new Gym room at Mehsana, replacement of rolling in /out hut at Viramgam
station, repairs to various service buildings like water proofing, toilet repairs
etc. at Palanpur-Bhildi section, providing precooling point in station yard at
Gandhidham and improvement to drinking water facility through borewell and
RO plants in jurisdiction of S, DEN(NW)ADI.

EL-50-1-ADI-| Electrical work in connection with | |
324,41,951/- 3 48,800/-
| T-14-2020-21 | rehabilitation of SSE/SIG/MSH- L '

cost and my clients shall not be
for the same in any manner, whatsoever.

Sd/- Shiv Ram Sharma (Advocate)

Ch. No. 531, lind Floor Western Wing

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-54
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PUBLIC NOTICE

To be_known to all that my client KANCHAN
THUKRAL WIFE OF SH. ANIL KUMAR
THUKRAL RESIDENT OF 1-54, ASHOK VIHAR,
PHASE-I, DELHI-110052 owner of SHOP NO. 11
GROUND FLOOR, BLOCK-J, AHSOK VIHAR,
PHASE-l, DELHI-110052 and have lost the
original ' Conveyance Deed executed on
28.05.2019 and registered as document No.
8725 in Book No. I, Volume No. 7223 on pages
No. 151 to 156 duly registered on dated
03.06.2019 in the office of Sub-Registrar-VIl,
Delhi in respect of above said shop. An FIR vide
LR No. 334735/2020 dated 02.06.2020 has
lodged in P.S. Crime Branch Delhi for loss of
Conveyance Deed of above said shop. Any
person(s) claiming any right, interest, having any
objection or found in possession of original
document, may write/contact with above named
person at above address/ phone No. 9999998268
within 15 days from the date of publication of this
notice.

Sdi-
KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-748/14

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that my client RAJESH
THUKRAL SON OF SH. KRISHAN KUMAR
THUKRAL RESIDENT OF 1-54, ASHOK VIHAR,
PHASE-l, DELHI-110052 owner of SHOP NO. 10
GROUND FLOOR, BLOCK-J, AHSOK VIHAR,
PHASE-l, DELHI-110052 and have lost the
original Conveyance Deed executed on
28.05.2019 and registered as document No.
8726 in Book No. I, Volume No. 7223 on pages
No. 157 to 163 duly registered on dated
03.06.2019 in the office of Sub-Registrar-VIl,
Delhi in respect of above said shop. An FIR vide
LR No. 334802/2020 dated 02.06.2020 has
lodged in P.S. Crime Branch Delhi for loss of
Conveyance Deed of above said shop. Any
person(s) claiming any right, interest, having any
objection or found in possession of original
document, may write/ contact with above named
person at above address/ phone No. 9811050839
within 15 days from the date of publication of this
notice.

Sd-
KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-748/14

Public Notice
Itis hereby informed to the Public
at Large that my client Mr. Malik
Abhay Veer Batra S/o Shri Tara
Chand Batra R/o DA-72/B,
Hari Nagar New Delhi- 110064
is the Exclusive owner and in
Bossessmn of Progerty bearin
lot No.-21, Block-B, Pocket -1
Sector-13, Dwarka, New Delhi.
My client neither had executed
any document in favor of anyone
to create third party interest in his
aforementioned “property nor
authorized anyone to act on his
behalf as attorney or as
representative etc.
If anyone deals with the
aforementioned property
without the consent/
knowledge of my client shall
face the legal "and Penal
consequence or as per the
relief available to my client.
D.C Akarniya

(Advocate

Public is informed that Mrs. Lakshmi
Venkatraman R/O C-16, Third Floor,
Pamposh Enclave, Greater Kailash-I,
New Delhi is the absolute owner of the
property bearing No. 20A, Road F-1,
DLF Qutab Enclave Complex Village
Chakkarpur, DLF Phase-l, Gurgaon
(Haryana). The Collaboration Agreement
dated 21.5.2019 between Mrs. Lakshmi
Venkatraman and M/S Navgrow Cons-
truction Private Limited (NCPL) Through
Its Director Mr. Sandeep Singh Dhunna
C-67, Second Floor, Soami Nagar North,
New Delhi for the re-development of the
said property and another Agreement
dated 20.12.2019, which was induced
by misrepresentation by NCPL has been
terminated and Special Power of Attorney
(SPA) dated 27.7.2019 and another SPA
dated 20.12.2019 executed in favour of
NCPL has been revoked. NCPL has also
abandoned the property and possession
of the same has been taken over by Mrs.
Lakshmi Venkatraman. It is informed that
NCPL Through Its Directors or any other
person is not entitled to deal with and/or
dispose off and/or part with the said pro-
perty or any part thereof. However, inspite
of this notice, if anybody deals with NCPL
its Director or anybody else with regard
to the said property, he/she shall do so
at own peril and such transaction shall
not be lawful or valid transaction and the
person will not get any right, title or interest
in the said property or any part thereof.
Itis also informed that NCPL has no right
to sell/mortgage/transfer or create any
kind of lien and any transaction entered
by NCPL in respect of said property shall
be null and void.

Bhakti Vardhan Singh

Advocate-On-Record

69, Lawyers’ Chamber

Supreme Court of India,
New Delhi-110001, M-+91 9818249711

"IMPORTAN

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

store as centralized store at Mehsana, improvement of station building and
passenger amenities at Patan and elimination of LC No. 10x at KM 396/5-6 between
Ahmedabad-Khedbrahma section,

For all tenders: Date & time of submission: Not latter than 15.00 Hrs. of

29.06.2020, Date & time of opening: 29.06.2020 at 15.30 Hrs. Address of office:
Sr. Divisional Electircal Engineer, D.R.M. Office (W.R.), Nr. Chamunda Bridge, Opp.
G.C.S. hospital, Naroda road, Amdupura, Ahmedabad-382345, Website details:
www. ireps.gov.in 33
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Power subsidy held up for months,
farmers plan protests in Ra]asthan

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, JUNE 4

LAST SEPTEMBER, Prahlad
Singh Shekhawat, 72, a farmer
in Dhod village of Rajasthan’s
Sikar district, paid Rs 1,023 as
accumulated electricity charges
for July and August, which was
billed in September. Since then,
ithas gone up by nearly Rs 1,700
for the two-month cycle:
Shekhawat, 72, paid Rs 2,712 in
November 2019, Rs 2,752 in
January this year, Rs 2,755 in
March, and Rs 2,749 in May.
Until September 2019, farm-
ers in Rajasthan received a
monthly subsisidy on power
billsamounting to Rs 833, intro-
duced by the previous BJP gov-
ernment in 2018. From
September 2019, the Congress
government of Ashok Gehlot
stopped the subsidy, which was
automatically added to the bill,
reducing it by Rs 1,666 (Rs

Farmers in Sikar district’s Dhod say they are not receiving
the electricity bill subsidy of Rs 833 a month. Express

And it is here that the bills
are hurting them, say farmers.

“Atatime we are sustaining
losses after the lockdown, it
would have eased some pres-
sure on us,” Shekhawat said.

Banwari Lal Pareek, another
farmer from Dhod,
said:“Officials told us the sub-
sidy amount will be transferred
toouraccounts (as part of direct
benefit transfer, or DBT). I gave

833x2)for the two-monthcycle.  all account details, along with

=iim pspeL

(O/o CE/TS-B-1, Shakti Vihar, Patiala)
Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001
Corporate Identification Number: U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website: www.pspcl.in

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS

Tender Enquiry No. 210/SS-1I (D)

Short Description Specification for Design Manufacture, Testing,
Supply & Delivery of 11KV RVTs (Residual

Voltage Transformers).

Quantity 200 Nos.

EMD Rs. 1,00,120/- (Maximum)

Rs. 25,030/~ (minimum)

Start date for downloading of | 08.06.2020

Tender specification

Last date of downloading
of tender documents

09.07.2020 upto 11.30 hrs.

Last date of Bid submission | 09.07.2020 upto 11.30 hrs.

Bid opening (Part-1&Il) 10.07.2020 at 11.30 hrs.

Tender Documents Detailed Tender documents can only be down-

loded from website: https:/eproc.punjab.gov.in

Contact No. of e-tendering 0172-2970263, 0172-2970284

agency (M/s. GoPNIC)

BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEMENT BOARD
{PINER WING]
COARIGERDLURE-1 NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
HNIT Mo & -5HBSLTR-10ES
Tandar Autharity: Sr Ewen, Elacl
Sundiemagar
Eaunuufl'mnur Eh:.".]nmaﬁhafpa:nfhr FL-133 D-I!_FI:T

Dipcumadts Downdaad End Date 170G SO0 Al 3.00 P
Tt Times ﬂl'l}pl‘.'nmg l:lf'l'und&r U0 202 0 At 00 P

)

B WiShop Divn, BEMB,

The dalail al MIT may ba ssen'downkzad from BOAE Websile
i Brlembgi oo O weiw B beg ras, B G prad ure S ik
BES - FR - BEL -

BB Mev prar Rafye Fasares’ Seve Erargy Taddy

NORTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE

On Behalf of President of India, Sr.DOM/MB, invites E-Tenders against Tender No. 1-
No. 1-T/Outsourcing/Control/MB/2020. Bidders will be able to submit their original/
revised bids upto closing date and time only. Manual offers are not allowed against this
tender, and any such manual offer received shall be ignored.
Name of | Round the clock manning of ICMS, PAM, FOIS, Rail Madad in MB
work Control Office / stations of Moradabad Division for a period of two
years" through outsourcing.
Rs. 67,35,831/- (Excluding GST)
2 years (12 months)

Approx. Value of work in Rs.
Contract period in years

In case tender process is not completed due to any reason, no CORRIGEN-
DUM will be published in newspapers. Details regarding seen on PSPCL web-
site: www.pspcl.in and https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

Sd/- Dy. CE/SS (Design),

232/C-179/2020 PSPCL, Patiala, E-mail: se-ss-design@pspcl.in

foer <ier Qe mEm

15, STATEYAT He® AE (Il A), TeAT - 800001

SICPEC SRl
o ©.-05/2020 % 3FRId WM T& o faum, R * i wf e
fam Taifed (qa #f) * Rea 20 () W& W R &g e
22.04.2020 ! YR IR0 & TRl SAE 3Tee U7 R4 &g 74 9
e fafer 1 fr yepR & foraniRa fopanm Strar &:-

Rs. 1,34,700/-
Rs. 5000/-
Tender will be closed at 15.00 hrs

Earnest Money

Cost of the Tender form
Date & time of closing

of tender on 30.06.2020
Date & time of opening Tender will be opened at 15.30 hrs
of tender on same day

Tender forms can be seen/download from N. Rly's web site www.ireps.gov.in on
internet. No.: 1-T/Outsourcing/Control/MB/2020 Dated: 04.06.20 1263A/20

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

]
NMDC Ltd.
(A Govt. of India Enterprises) (ISO-9001 Company)

Bailadila Iron Ore Mines, Bacheli Complex,
Bacheli, Distt.-South Bastar (Dantewada), CG-494553
Phone No.: 07857-230210, Mob.: 9575665681

5. gd § f&Aie 22.04.2020 1 GHIRI 3TERaH Fo1 1 39 B8 qh W
HUE S T S IR T &

B/~

WY Wiaa-we-uden e,

foeR dier Fen s, e

RAIL COACH FACTORY

KAPURTHALA

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Rail Coach Fackory [RCF) is a Producton Unit under Ministny af
FRaiveay manutsdurning Mairdine passerger coackes and Self
Fropalled coachog for indian Ralkvays

RCFis explonng the possibilty foincrease s vendor base with
anabjective o impreyg theavaiabdily of Telieedng copeh dema:
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Ha. DT-FIW"'I[I:

Part - & : Mechanizal lbems
1 | Scamlo=siubo

2 | =Eingie Leal Aubcmalic Siding
Mlaie Enbrancs Flig Dacr

Sall gdhasive PEUaben

4 |Mushroom Head Fastening
Davica [Daal Lock)

5 | Industnallackassambly

& | Lnear mobion beaning for door
rHEERAniEm
T | Seal & Baigh conlirmiry a EN

5045 HLY Poiyurethare foam
Uphalziergand Fim bamker clalh

D EE3].5L 52 4, DINZS43
MDTE Z52ET Rav OB

MOTE - 118 Rew-5
MOTE = 1B7 Rouviskin:0

LoAd3 15 Al
LREISS Ham 23

MM DTS-1 0020 Rew-03
MRADTS 18021 Aow-02
MMDTE-12073 Raw-01
LEE1008

Part - B : Elecirical Hems
1 | Side Lighl Fitrg

SKEL-a084 with RCF AlCA
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Al Coach Facten

Hotice No: GAZ2-01 T PCMMN 20 1202021

TR | e W s T @ i ot [ o // e-Tender Notice //
- BIOM/BC/Contracts/Publication/2020-21/030 Date: 04/06/2020
1. [ () 7 04.05.2020 05.06.2020 Bailadila Iron Ore Mines, Bacheli Complex, NMDC Ltd. invites e-bids for the
18.05.2020 T 11.06.2020 T following works. Intending tenderers may visit and download Tender
2. |G % WA @ E F # SR [25.05.2020 A 18.06.2020 TF Documents from www.nmdc.co.in or http://www.mstcecommerce.com/epro-
iy chome/nmdc/. The offer has to be submitted online at the given MSTC portal
_ i only till 03:30 PM and will be opened on 04:00 PM on respective last dates.
3. | AR See A sifow fafy 02.06.2020 TR 25.06.2020 T MSTC NMDC Short Description EMD Last
4. |mEinT FEteE | wits dee/fEf S @ [10.06.2020 % STHRIET [30.06.2020 % STRET Ref.No. Tender. No. of Work @1% | Date of
SIEA 1 BTE B ud el T T |05:00 WS qh 05:00 T TH NMDC/Ba?heli C](S)II\IQFBI/{[{&%%S (Rs.) |Submission
. 20-21/ET
B sifm fof JOTE/30/20-21/
- Tt fofr i WoRge foRe T ¥ SWeR! aFTel ot B wate 11.00 | || 37140 ES/E-008 y\,‘gfg‘?;E%’;‘;f;}ﬁf‘"éﬂafg?‘f 41,3507- 1 0210772020
I % ag qdET ek <kl SIECIEE] A F & fore maes @i fdw 2| 58/147 PLANT/P-006 gvel’hﬂgliﬂgcof _Colﬂc\’;e}’erB29 71,343/~ | 02/07/2020
cavy Duty Critical ear box
U B | 3 597118 PLANT/P-011 |Testing & Certification of | 49 450/- | (3/07/2020
2. fora fafer it s feman o & sweRt swTeR fafyr o qated 11.00 ST R g_rilicgl ngeyer lSlfruCluEi;D
. . . 4] eon GEOLOGY/G-013 | Fine Ore Transport from 45,000/~
IR I[EGH h1 e Application Form WA & fau foier 3uemey 607150 10 Dep.5 L/P 03/07/2020
BN | 37eedt feAieR-18.06.2020 Tk = €9 & M & of | 5| 61151 CIVIL/C-078 C{";S““ﬂ"" ljf 16 Mtr Tower | 22,132/~ | 04/07/2020
al cW orcha
3. SUgeR fero <k wsier H fereqa Yo/ fererofl/STehrd) Ul afierms sfees 6| 63153 CIVIL/C-104 g’ﬂxel}\‘;{r;enczjt:; Cicv}i‘l“mrkznzg 17,320/~ | 04/07/2020
A &g FEW MM % demEe www.bpsc.bih.nic.in W Y ¥ Recreation hall
4. el SFAATEA MG WA &I URRAT YRFY A & g4 daEEe W 7| 64154 CIVIL/C-108 | Construction of Toilets and [ 15,000/ | 05/07/2020
ﬁi N -~ c 'q’{—.?[ . ﬁ é Miscellaneous Civil works
.1 TR QS SHIefe T T 8| 65/155 CIVIL-C-109 | Structural  Painting  with | < 50, | 05/07/2020
T TA- AT 37T HL o | Industrial Paint of Conveyers
at Dep-5

Jt. GM (M&S and Contracts)
BIOM, Bacheli Complex

names of joint account holders,
but I haven’t received the sub-
sidy, even though I have cleared
all my bills.”

Citing increasing losses,
farmers' organisations from
both sides of the political spec-
trum have threatened protests.

“We have planned a state-
wide protest on June 8, and
stopping of this subsidy is one
of our issues,” said Amra Ram,
former CPI(M) MLA from Sikar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, JUNE 4

THE RAJASTHAN government
has decided to transfer the inves-
tigation into the death of police
inspector Vishnu Dutt Bishnoi to

the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), said officials
on Thursday.

Bishnoi, posted as the station
house officer at Rajgarh police
station in Churu district had al-
legedly hanged himself on May
23, citing stress in a note.

and vice-president of CPI(M)-
affiliated All India Kisan Sabha
(AIKS).

On Sunday, Manilal Labana,
state president of Bharatiya
Kisan Sangh (BKS), a farmer
outfit affiliated to RSS, wrote to
the Chief Minister, urging the
government to release pending
subsidies of Rs 833 per month
scheme. Labana wrote that
farmers have been forced to
boycott payment of electricity
bills after the subsidy was
stopped and penalties were
added toit.

While top officials of Energy
department said the scheme is
still functional, several officers
engaged on ground said the
subsidy has stopped. “It's been
at least six months that the
scheme has been closed,” said
V S Bhati, managing director of
Ajmer Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd
(AVVNL) — Sikar comes under
AVVNL's jurisdiction.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Rajasthan govt to hand over
probe into SHO’s suicide to CBI

Acase of abetment of suicide
wasregistered against unknown
persons with the state CID-CBin-
vestigating the case.

The decision to transfer the
probe to the CBI was taken after
adelegation of Bishnoi commu-
nity representatives met Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot recently.

Following the meeting,
Gehlot gave his in-principle ap-
proval to transfer the investiga-
tionto an independent agency.
Additional Chief Secretary Home,
Rajeeva Swaroop said the stateis
writing to the Centre on this.

Tender Notice No. N235-62
Tele Tender -02-2020

Dy. Chief Network Manager/FOIS/N.
E. Railway/Gorakhpur for and on
behalf of President of India invites E-
Tender for the following works from the
contractors having sufficient
experience as per eligibility criteria
mentioned in tender document.
Tender Notice No. & Description of
work :- N235-62 Tele Tender-02-2020
Name of work :- Replacement of over
aged GM's BYTE Intercom by ISDN/IP
based Intercom server, work at
Gorakhpur in N.E. Railway., Approx.
Value (Rs.) :- 57,67,585/-, E.M.D.
Money (Rs.) :- 1,15,400/-, Cost of
Tender Forms :- Rs. 5,000/-
(According to RB Letter No. 94/CE-
I/CT/53 dated 18.05.2007),
Completion time / period from the
date of issue of acceptance letter :
90 days. Date & time of closing
15.00 hrs. on 30.06.2020. Note :- 1.
The tender document cost and earnest
money cost is to be paid through Net
banking or payment gateway only and
by giving the other details online on
website http://www.ireps.gov.in. 2.
Validity of Earnest money should be 45
days after opening of tender. 3. The
manual offers are not allowed against
this tender and any such manual offers
received shall be irgnored. 4. The
tenders/bidders must have Class Il
digital signature and must have to
register on IREPS portal. Only
registered tenders/ bidders can
participate on e-tendering. 5. All
relevant papers must be uploaded at
the time of participating in tendering
process. 6. Detailed tender
notice, Eligibility criteria, terms &
conditions is available at website
http://www.ireps.gov.in.

Dy. Chief Network Manager/FOIS

CPRO/Signal-05 Gorakhpur
About any p ger amenity ¢ lail
SMS on Mob. No.: 09794845955

Do Not Smoke Bidi/C

arette in train

HC to MP
liquor licensees:
Inform if you
will open shops

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, JUNE 4

AMID A tussle between liquor
contractors and Madhya
Pradesh government, the High
Court on Thursday asked the
contractors tofile affidavits, in-
forming if they are willing to
open their shops or the govern-
ment can auction them afresh.

Giving the contractors
three days to file affidavits, a di-
vision bench of Chief Justice A
K Mittal and Justice Vijay
Kumar Shukla restrained the
state government from taking
coercive steps against the pe-
titioners during pendency of
the petition.

Liquor accounts for more
thanRs 10,000 crore in the rev-
enue of Madhya Pradesh. When
the lockdown to curb the
spread of Covid-19 came into
force, liquor licences were be-
ing issued in the state at nearly
25 per cent more fee than the
previous year. In the

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH,
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
SHIVNATH CIRCLE DURG (C.G.)

e-Procurement Tender Notice

eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
(1st Call)
SYSTEM TENDER No.64534/NIT No:08/SAC/2020-21, Balod, Dated:03.06.2020

Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to
24.06.2020 at 17.30 Hour

Name of Work:-Remodelling & C.C. Lining of L.B. Main Canal
R.D. 0’ m To R.D. “1680” m, Dhotimtola Minor
Canal R.D. “0” m to R.D. “1230” m, Salhe
Minor R.D. 0 m to R.D. 1200 M. R.B. Main
Canal R.D. “0” m to R.D. “1800” m and
Construction of 4 Canal Syphon, 6 Nos. Falls, 2
Nos. VRB & 1 Nos. Super passage and 46 Nos
Colaba fixing in CHIKHLI TANK SCHEME in
Balod District.

Probable amount of Contract- Rs. 128.75 Lakhs

The details can be viewed and downloaded online
directly from the Government of Chhattisgarh Integrated
e-Procurement Portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) from Date
10/06/2020, at 17.31 Hours. (IST) onwards.

Note:- All eligible/interested contractors/bidders are mandated to
get enrolled on the Integrated e-procurement portal
(https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific
vendor class from PWD under Centralized Contractor/Supplier
Registration in order to download the tender documents and
participate in the subsequent bidding process.
Executive Engineer
Water Resources Division Balod (C.G.)

invited for the following material.
The tenderer will be accepted up
to at 15.00 hrs. Please visit
website www.etender.up.nic.in

wake of the lock-

i P_urvanCh_al Y'd_ym down, the licensees

=, Vitaran Nigam Limited| | 3¢ o certain that

Vidyut Nagar, P.O.-| | they won't be able to

DLW, Varanasi - 221004 E-| | recover their invest-
Tender Notice E-tender are| | ment.

When the cash-
strapped govern-
ment asked the li-
censees toreopen the

No.:

Material: 33

qHieh: 04.06.2020

for details/download and for any
other corrections/ amendments/
modifications/ extensions till the
date of submission of bids. SI.
., Tender Specification
No.: EAV-09/2020-21, Name of
KV Single

shops with restric-
tions,a group of 30 li-
censees moved the
high court. While the
government said ac-
ceptance of tender
bids meant the con-
tractors were bound

toabide by the terms,
Transformer Control  Panel,| | the petitioners ar-
Qty.: 60 Nos., Earnest Money| | gued otherwise.
(Rs.): 58,000.00, Tender Fee Inthe last hearing,
(Rs.): 5,000.00 + GST @ 18%,| | thecourtissued con-
Last date & Time for online| | tempt notices to the
submission  of  tender g%esgnc‘g;?; iaslgg)géer
document: 06._07.2020 15:00 when petitioners said
Hrs., Date & Time for online| | the government had
opening of tender part-1:( | started encashing
07.07.2020 15.00 Hrs..  Sd/-| | bank guarantees, de-
Superintending Engineer| | positing post-dated
(MM-l) “Save Electricity in the| | cheques and issuing
interest of Nation” wi: 1461/ “Otcllcesafltfrg“’mgg“
g fafaffa (an)mna-l ee-l//famma :Ilfl)]l’ltiéll-l?l. Ing to the

81312 For, Superintending Engineer Shivnath Circle, Durg C.G.)
Pre-bid and Technical bid Notice uferee e femwor
Sr. |Name of | Name of work/Notice Pre-bid
No. | Department/Board/ meeting date MERIeh FAATlI TH HUSA Bl
Corp./Auth. (Time) '&F*ﬁﬁﬁﬂ TE&T 103/2019-20 —cﬁ
1 The Haryana State |Hafed has invited bids for hiring Consulting Agency for preparation of 10.06.2020 ﬁhT‘Eﬁ Wﬁ%‘l’éf _GFR'Uﬁ R
Cooperative Supply | Detailed Project Report (DPR) for modernizing operations of the | at 11.00 AM 3\}
and Marketing | existing two Hafed Oil Mills and Setting up of two new Oil Mills in | ----------oeeoeev forar ST ¥ T/ Irefterur
Federation Limited, | Haryana.” The details are available on https://etenders.hry.nic.in and Opening of
Panchkula (HAFED) | www.hafed.gov.in Technical bid ST %ﬁaﬁ foawur  #UEA-
170620202t || |gory  HEHRTERI| UATER:
11.30 AM !
— 1867 /fafa s . —qm &
Managing Director, .
81133/HRY Hafed, Panchkula qHieh: 04.06.2020

New Delhi
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George Floyd’s America in black & white

Black Rights Matter carries echoes of MLK's civil rights movement. A look at what is similar, what is different, and what African Americans have faced in between

DEVYANIONIAL
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

ON MARCH 7, 1965, civil rights activists, in
response to the police killing of fellow-ac-
tivist Jimmie Lee Jackson the previous
month, were marching from Selma in
Alabama to state capital Montgomery when
they were attacked by state troopers. The
crackdown came to be famously known as
Bloody Sunday in US civil rights annals.

Undeterred, two days later, Martin Luther
King Jr led another march along the same
path. This time, when they encountered state
troopers, the marchers took a knee. They
knelt and prayed before turning back.

Fifty-five years later, as a new set of
American marchers —common people, stu-
dents, occasional policemen even — take a
knee following the killing of George Floyd by
a white police officer that was caught on
camera, could this mark the beginning of
something new?

In the days that followed Bloody Sunday,
King spoke stirringly of their aim to “achieve
a society that can live with its conscience”
because, he believed, “the arc of the moral
universe is long but it bends towards justice.”
Today, as protestors across American cities
march in protest over Floyd's death, they are
willing the arc to bend towards justice.

The road to Floyd’s murder has been lit-
tered by incidences of violence against
African Americans, many becoming cata-
lysts in the country’s civil rights movement
and turning points in its knotted history.
“Martin Luther King’s memorable observa-
tion that ‘a riot is the language of the un-
heard’ applies as much today as it did back
then,” said Daniel Letwin, associate profes-
sor of history at the Penn State College of the
Liberal Arts, and author of The Challenge of
Interracial Unionism.

“This is certainly a historic moment,” he
adds, “Not since the 1960s have we seen
black street protests of such scope and mag-
nitude, across the country. In essential ways,
the dynamics are familiar... Now, as then,
black unrest also drew upon a variety of un-
derlying causes - from a persisting culture
of white racism, to the disproportionate ex-
perience of run-down urban conditions, in-
adequate schools, poor healthcare, low pay,
unemployment, unresponsive government,
mass incarceration, and the like.”

Racism in policing

Data by statista.comreveals a skewed pat-
tern of African American killings by police. Of
1,000 fatal shootings by police in 2019, more
than23 per cent of the victims were blacks, a
high proportion given that they made up less
than 14 per cent of the population.

Connie Hasset-Walker, assistant profes-
sor of Justice Studies and Sociology at
Norwich University, believes that the roots
of racism in American policing, planted cen-
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Above: Martin Luther King Jr leads a march in Alabama, and citizens at a Black Lives Matter protest in New York City; (below, left to right): Rodney King, whose assault by
police was caught on video in 1991; Trayvon Martin, 17, killed in 2012; and Tamir Rice, 12, shot dead by police in 2014. Photograps: AP NYT and public domain

turies ago, still stand strong. “I personally see
the US history of slavery (about 250 years
long) and then Jim Crow laws (about 80 years
long) as very connected to what’s happen-
ing now. To my knowledge, there has never
been a reckoning for policing’s slave-patrol
origins. When an institution starts off with
systematic racism and violence as part of its
core mission, how far can it evolve from that
if there is never a reckoning/commitment to
change?” she said.

At the time of the American Civil War
(1861-1865), said Hasset-Walker, of the 34
states then, 15 were slave states, which cre-
ated patrols to nip slave revolts and escapes.
“The state of South Carolina was the first to
create slave patrolsin 1704. By the end of the
1700s, every American slave state had slave
patrols. They lasted for about 150 years, end-
ing with the South’s loss in the Civil War and
the passage of the 13th Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution, which outlawed slavery.
After that, the former southern slave patrols
morphed into police departments that tech-
nically were different from slave patrols, but
were basically still charged with controlling
the freed former slaves,” she said.

Civil rights movement

About 20 years after the end of the Civil
War, America saw the passage of the Jim
Crow laws, which dictated a policy of segre-
gation, enforced by police, and which per-
sisted as recently as 1964. It was during this
period of segregation that in 1955, 14-year-
old Emmett Till from Chicago, visiting rela-
tives in Mississippi, was accused of making a
flirtatious remark to a white woman at a gro-
cery store. Three days later, Till was kid-
napped and killed, his body thrown in the
river. The accused — the woman'’s husband
and his half-brother— were later acquitted
by an all-white jury.
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The civil rights movement gathered
steam after this. Montgomery saw a city-
wide bus boycott when, on December 1, an
African American woman, Rosa Parks, re-
fused to give up her seat for awhite manand
was arrested for it. The Montgomery
Improvement Association, led by a young
Luther King Jr, called a boycott of the city’s
municipal bus company. It was eventually
called off on December 20, 1956, after the
segregation seating policy was held uncon-
stitutional.

The years that followed were a time of
great turbulence in America, as riots swept
city after city. The Watts riots in 1965 in Los
Angeles (that started after Marquette Frye,
an African American, was pulled over for sus-
pected drunk-driving and roughed up by the
police), the Detroit and Newark riots the
same year and the unrest in a number of
cities following King's assassination in 1968,
were all fuelled in large part by economicand
social disparity, prejudiced policing and gen-
eral disaffection, that continues today.

Rodney King, LA riots

On March 3, 1991, Rodney King, a black
motorist, was beaten by LAPD officers after a

high-speed chase. A man called George
Holliday, who witnessed the beating from
his balcony, videotaped the incident and gave
ittoalocal TV station. From then on, it went,
what we would now call, viral. On April 29,
1992, the four LAPD officers were acquitted,
sparking outrage and triggering one of the
worst race riots in LA, that lasted six days and
left over 50 dead, 2,300 injured.

“King was certainly not the first black
man to be beaten up by the police, but it was
the first time that someone video-recorded
the beating. That video validated what many
African Americans knew at that time - that
Los Angeles police were very brutal towards
black people,” said Hasset-Walker.

Troy Davis, Central Park 5

More than 15 years after the LA riots, came
amoment in American history that many had
dreamt of but few had imagined. Barack
Obama winning the presidential election in
November 2008 was a moment that was
both a rupture and a healing. But did it fun-
damentally change anything for the commu-
nity? For many, it was the execution of Troy
Davis that showed that nothing had changed.

Davis was a black man on death row in

Georgia, who many believed had been
wrongfully convicted for the murder of a po-
lice officer. Wrong convictions haven’t been
rare.In 2002, convictions against the Central
Park Five — teenagers (four blacks and one
Latino),accused of raping and grievously as-
saulting a jogger in Central Park in 1989 —
were vacated and the charges withdrawn af-
ter over 10 years. The Central Park case --
many would remember it from the Netflix
series When They See Us — had made national
news with the current President Donald
Trump buying full-page ads in New York
newspapers calling for the state to bring back
the death penalty. Even after they were exon-
erated, Trump insisted they were guilty.

For Davis, thousands rallied, appealing to
the country’s first Black President to stay the
execution. Davis was executed on September
21,2011,and the night after as protestors filed
into Union Square in Manhattan, they
merged with another group — Occupy Wall
Street. As Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor wrote in
The Guardian, the convergence of the two
groups underlined the economic disparity
in America and showed the connections be-
tween racism and black poverty.

Birth of Black Lives Matter

But it was the shooting of Trayvon
Martin, a 17-year-old African American
high-school student in Sanford, Florida on
February 26, 2012 that started another
round of conversation around racial profil-
ing, prompting even President Obama to say,
“If I had a son, he’d look like Trayvon”.
George Zimmerman, a neighbourhood
watch volunteer who claimed he had shot
Trayvon in self-defence, was acquitted a year
later. The prosecution had contended that
Zimmermann had followed the hoodie-clad
boy because he assumed he was a criminal
but the six-women jury rejected it. It was

Zimmerman'’s acquittal that gave rise to a
hashtag and a movement.

#BlackLivesMatter, started in 2013 by
Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors and Opal
Tometi, has now grown into a global network
whose members “organise and build local
power to intervene in violence inflicted on
black communities by the state and vigi-
lantes.” The BLM movement has been at the
forefront of subsequent street demonstra-
tions, most notably following the death of
Michael Brown in Ferguson near St Louis and
of Eric Garner in New York City.

Cornel West, a public intellectual and a
fearless voice in left-wing politics, traces the
current unrest to the failures of Obama. West,
who had once shared the stage with Obama,
is now one of the most vocal critics of many
of his policies. In a recent interview to CNN,
he said, “The Black Lives Matter movement
emerged under a black president, black at-
torney general, and black homeland security
and they couldn’t deliver.” Black faces in high
places, he said, succumbed to the “capitalist
economy” and “militarised nation-state”.

Tamir Rice and later

The shooting of 12-year-old Tamir Rice in
2014 by a police officer (Rice was carrying a
replica toy Airsoft gun), of Ahmaud Aubrey,
who was tagged and killed by armed white
residents while jogging in his Georgia neigh-
bourhood and of Breonna Taylor in Louisville
this March by plainclothes policemen, who
barged into her apartment looking for some-
one else, all brought about a cycle of debate
and protests. Could the current uprising be a
crack, however slight, that will let in the light?

In the early days of the Floyd protests,
Trump had tweeted in support of using mil-
itary force to quell the riots. “Law-and-order
demagogues seek to discredit black rebel-
lion as a mindless orgy of violence commit-
ted by thugs and criminals, encouraged by
radical agitators and spineless, liberal offi-
cials,” said Letwin. But there are signs that
this time things could be different: “For one,
street protests appear much more diverse,
with a higher participation of whites and
Hispanics alongside African Americans. The
unrest is no longer so confined as it once was
toblack neighbourhoods. Certainly, the ease
with which acts of police violence can be
recorded and publicised has changed the pic-
ture as well.”

Hasset-Walker, too, pointed at a crucial dif-
ference. “What is different about the murder
of George Floyd is how quickly the police offi-
cer, Derek Chauvin, who kneeled on Floyd'’s
neck, was charged with third degree murder.”

On Wednesday, the former Minneapolis
Police officer was charged with a fresh count of
second-degree murder,and the three other of-
ficers with him were charged with aiding and
abetting second-degree murder. “Whether he
will ultimately be convicted, we’ll see. But the
swiftarrest and issuing of a charge — that'sim-
portant, and unusual,” she said.

Despite govt’s MSME push, entrepreneurs are
guarded in their optimism. Four reasons why

AANCHALMAGAZINE & ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

THE BIGGEST thrust of the central govern-
ment's relief package has been on Micro,
Small & Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), but

as the pandemic endures, this segment of

India's industry does not appear to be opti-
misticabout the prospects and road ahead.
A survey by an industry body, All India

Manufacturers' Organisation (AIMO), of

46,525 MSMEs, self-employed, corporate
CEOs,and employees conducted online be-

tween May 24-30 had 35 per cent of

MSMESs and 37 per cent of the self-em-
ployed respondents saying that their en-
terprises were beyond recovery.

A slightly lower 32 per cent of MSMEs
said a recovery would take six months, and
just 12 per cent expected arecovery in less
than three months.

Only 3 per cent of MSMEs, 6 per cent of

corporates, and 11 per cent of the self-em-
ployed respondents said they would stay un-
affected and would continue to do well, pri-

marily since they were engaged in supply of

essential services during the lockdown.
So, what explains this pessimism?
There could be four main reasons for
the downbeat mood.

The MSMEs were troubled
already, lockdown has made
things worse

The problems faced by the MSME sec-

tor, which makes up about 45 per cent

of the country’s total manufacturing

output, 40 per cent of its exports, almost

30 per cent of the national GDP, and em-

ploys an estimated 11 crore persons, pre-
cede the pandemic.

While both demonetisation and the

Matka Chowk, Chandigarh, during the lockdown. Kamleshwar Singh

faulty implementation of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) regime hit this sector the
most, the mess in the banking sector and
subsequent problems with the Non-
Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) fur-
ther impacted MSMEs, depleting their in-
ternal reserves, and exacerbating the low
visibility of demand.

ALocalCircles survey in April — the first
month of the lockdown — had pointed to
74 per cent start-ups and small businesses
(out of 13,970 responses) saying that they
expected to shut down or scale down their
businesses in the following six months.

The problems were already festering.
The lockdown impact has come on top of
this, compounding them further.

Financial channels are mostly

informal, credit guarantee of
limited help

ment's MSME package, in particular
at the lack of fiscal support which
would share some of the costs inflicted by
the pandemic lockdown, is based on the
view that the proposals on credit guarantee

2The dissatisfaction over the govern-

has limited relevance for the sector as a
whole, given that only a little over 15% of
the Rs 70 lakh crore MSME credit demand
was met by formal financial channels.

Willingness of lenders
uncertain, so too the
availability of future
resources to service loan

While the extension in moratoriumon

term loaninstalments is aimed at pro-

viding relief to borrowers and compa-
nies facing cash flow problems, much of the
intended relief will come through only if
banks are willing to take the bait and lend.

It'sadivided house on whether this will
happen as planned.

Plus, much of this interventionis aimed
at firms whose loan accounts continue to
remain standard up toa cut-off date. Ama-
jority of smaller units are already behind on
this count, given that their receivables from
customers — larger companies and state-
owned units — are way behind schedule.

For leveraged companies facing a cash
crunch, the moratorium of 6 months is in-
tended to provide survival time.

New Delhi

But for a unit owner to borrow to essen-
tially meet working capital expenses dur-
ing a period where hardly any production
happened, the interest rate will be a key
determining factor, the facility of collateral-
free loans notwithstanding.

Also, the concern among MSMEs is that
with the additional loans, they would have
to earn a sizable amount to service the
loans after 12 months.

Alot of payments are pending,
and there is no confidence
they will be cleared soon

The total outstanding payments to
units in the MSME sector is pegged at

upwards of Rs 5 lakh crore, with the
larger private companies and government
entities accounting for a big chunk of this.

Most MSME players are not convinced
by the government's assurance of dues be-
ing cleared in 45 days. Similar assurances
have been handed out in the past, but have
not been fulfilled.

In September last year, then
Expenditure Secretary G C Murmu had said
that of the outstanding non-litigated
MSME dues of Rs 60,000 crore, a payment
of Rs 40,000 crore had been cleared.

But not much has moved on the
ground, say MSME representative bodies
such as AIMO. As per industry estimates by
AIMO, almost 30 per cent of the outstand-
ing amounts are due over 120 days, 45 per
cent are between 60 to 120 days, and the
rest below 60 days. An estimated amount
of over 60 per cent is pending from state
governments and their undertakings.

There is a lack of conviction among
MSME units that the government's fiat will
work, especially since abulk of the dues are
on account of state government entities
and larger private companies.
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AUSTRALIA

EXTENSIVE CORAL BLEACHING EVENT

Australia’s Great Barrier Reef suffered its most extensive coral bleaching event in
March, with scientists fearing the coral recovers less each time after the third
bleaching in five years. They say it is very unlikely to recover to what it looked like

even five years ago, not to mention thirty years ago.
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Madeleine McCann

GERMANY
Childwhowent
missingin2007,
sparkingglobal
search, assumed

dead: prosecutor

Berlin: Madeleine McCann,
the British girl who disap-
peared inPortugal in2007
agedjustthree,isassumed
to be dead and an impris-
oned German child abuser
is the murder suspect, a
German prosecutor said
onThursday. McCannvan-
ished from her bedroom
on May 3 during a family
vacation in the Algarve
while her parents were
dining with friends nearby
intheresortof PraiadaLuz.
Her disappearance
sparked an international
search, with missing
posters of the little girl’s
face papered across the
world and celebrity ap-
peals for information that
could help track her down.

CHINA
40 children,
teachersinjured

in knife attack

Beijing: Aroud 40 stu-
dents and staff members
of a primary school in
China were stabbed by a
security guard, official
media reported on
Thursday. The incident
happened at the schoolin
Guangxi province, state-
run China Daily said in a
brief report. Further de-
tails about the attack are
awaited. Knife attacks by
disgruntled people have
been taking place in dif-
ferent parts of China in
the past few years. The at-
tackers targeted mainly
kindergarten and pri-
mary schools besides
public transport to vent
their anger

ISRAEL
Knesset sessions
suspended after
lawmaker gets

coronavirus

Jerusalem: Israel’s parlia-
ment suspended sessions
scheduled for Thursday af-
teralawmaker tested pos-
itive for the coronavirus,
while some schools shut
down anew amid worries
about fresh outbreaks.
Having moved aggres-
sively against the global
pandemic in March and
seen a tailing-off of new
cases, Israel has eased
curbs in recent weeks. But
officials warn that public
complacency could lead to
aresurgence in cases. The
120-seat Knesset said non-
essential staff have been

New charges against Minneapolis
cops as protests continueinUS

3 more police officers charged Mattis slams Trump, denounces militarisation of response to protest

AP & REUTERS
MINNEAPOLIS, JUNE 4

DEMONSTRATIONS IN cities
across the US to condemn racism
and police abuses remained
large but turned notably more
subdued on the eve of a
Thursday memorial service for
George Floyd that kicks off a se-
ries of events to mourn the man
whose death empowered a na-
tional movement.

The calmer protests came on
the same day that prosecutors
charged three more police offi-
cers and filed a new, tougher
charge against the officer at the
center of the case. The most seri-
ous new charge Wednesday was
an accusation of second-degree
murder against Derek Chauvin,
who was caught on video press-
ing his knee to Floyd’s neck. The
three other officers at the scene
were charged for the first time
with aiding and abetting second-
degree murder and second-de-
gree manslaughter. If convicted,
they could be sentenced to up to
four decades in prison.

The move by prosecutors
punctuated an unprecedented
weekinmodern American history,
inwhich largely peaceful protests
took place in communities of all

Pak aviation
authority says
PIA pilot
ignored ATC

SYEDRAZAHASSAN
KARACHI, JUNE 4

PAKISTANI AVIATION authorities
have told Pakistan International
Airlines that the pilot of a passen-
ger plane that crashed into a resi-
dential district of Karachi last
month had ignored air traffic con-
trol'sinstructions for landing, a PIA
spokesman said on Wednesday.

The PIA Airbus A320 crashed
on May 22 while trying to land
after the pilots reported the loss
of both engines. Ninety seven
people on board were killed and
two survived. At least one per-
son was reported to have died on
the ground.

Initial reports suggested the
plane scraped its engines along
the runway on a first attempt to
land following what appeared to
be an unstable approach, arriv-
ing steep and fast.

Inaletter sent to PIA, the Civil
Aviation Authority said an ap-
proach controller twice told the
pilot to discontinue its approach
as he came into land but he did
not comply.

As it neared landing, the
plane’s ground speed was above
the runway threshold, the letter
quoted the controller as saying.

It lifted up from the runway
surface and crashed over Model
Colony while attempting a sec-
ond approach, the letter said.

“Yes, we have received the
letter, they are documenting it,”
Abdullah Hafeez Khan, PIA’s
general manager for corporate
communications told Reuters.

He declined to comment on
the assertions made in the letter.

The flight had been observed
as being high for approach atasit
passed Makli, about 100 km east

askedtostay homeandall of Karachi, but the pilot said he
of Thursday’s committee was comfortable for the descent,
meetings were postponed. the letter said. He was also cau-
tioned a second time. REUTERS
RISING UNCERTAINTY

HOW 8.46 BECAME SYMBOLIC OF A MOVEMENT: All protest movements have slogans.
George Floyd’s has a number: 8:46. Eight minutes, 46 seconds is the length of time
prosecutors say Floyd, a 46-year-old black man, was pinned to the ground under a white
Minneapolis police officer’s knee before he died last week. In Boston and Tacoma,
Washington, demonstrators this week lay down on streets staging “die-ins” for precisely 8
minutes, 46 seconds as a mark of protest as well as a way of honouring Floyd. AP

sizes but were rocked by bouts of
violence, including deadly attacks
onofficers,rampant theftsand ar-
soninsome places.

After long refusing to explic-
itly criticise a sitting President,
former Defence Secretary Jim
Mattis accused President Donald
Trump on Wednesday of trying
to divide America and roundly

denounced a militarisation of
the US response to civil unrest.
“Donald Trump is the first
President in my lifetime who
does not try to unite the
American people — does not
even pretend to try,” Mattis, who
resigned as Trump's defense sec-
retary in 2018, wrote in a state-
ment published by The Atlantic.

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, Army General Mark
Milley, issued a message to the
armed forces reminding them of
their oath to uphold the US
Constitution, which gives
Americans the right to “freedom
of speech and peaceful assembly.”
Similar messages were delivered
by other top military leaders.

Gandhi statue
vandalised in
Washington

Washington: Unknown miscre-
ants have vandalised the statue of
Mahatma Gandhi outside the
Indian embassy in the US with
graffiti and spray painting,
prompting the mission to regis-
teracomplaint with the local law
enforcement agencies. The van-
dalism took place during a week
of nationwide protests. It is re-
ported to have taken place onthe
intervening night of June 2 and 3,
officials said. US ambassador to
India, Ken Juster, on Thursday
apologised for the incident. PTI

Suspect in Arbery

case ‘used racial slur’

A GEORGIA investigator testified
Thursday that one of those ac-
cused of chasingdown and killing
Ahmaud Arbery,ablackmanwho
was jogging in Brunswick,
Georgia, heard another defendant
use a racist slur after shooting
Arbery. The death of Arbery in
February drew widespread con-
demnation that intensified after
the death of George Floyd. NYT

Participants gesture with five fingers, signifying the five demands raised by pro-democracy protesters last year, during a vigil
for the victims of the 1989 Tiananmen Square Massacre, at Victoria Park in Causeway Bay, Hong Kong, on Thursday. AP

Hong Kong marks Tiananmen
anniversary, defying a police ban

Legislature passes bill making it a crime to disrespect Chinese national anthem

ZENSOO &KEN
MORITSUGU
HONG KONG, JUNE 4

THOUSANDS OF people in Hong
Kong defied a police ban
Thursday evening, breaking
through barricades to hold a can-
dlelight vigil on the 31st anniver-
sary of China’s crushing of a
democracy movement centered
on Beijing’s Tiananmen Square.

With democracy all but
snuffed outinmainland China, the
focus has shifted increasingly to
semi-autonomous Hong Kong,
where authorities for the first time
banned the annual vigil toremem-

With anthem bill, China tightens grip

LAST YEAR, the Chinese
government was

rocked by sustained

mass protests in Hong
Kong against what the
protesters saw as Beijing’s
moves to integrate the semi-
autonomous business hub
with the mainland. With
those protests having now lost
momentum, China has

EXPLAINED

pounced, announcing
new national security
laws that would fur-
@ therintegrate Hong
Kong's legal system
with that of the rest of China.
In this context, experts see the
anthem bill as another step to-
wards integration and an at-
tempt to align Hong Kong’s as-
pirations with those of Beijing.

bervictims of the 1989 crackdown.
Beijing is taking a tougher

stance following months of anti-
government protests last year, in

whatactivists see asan accelerat-
ing erosion of the city’s rightsand
liberties. Earlier Thursday, the
Hong Kong legislature passed a
law making it a crime to disre-
spect China’s national anthem af-
ter the pro-democracy lawmak-
ers disrupted proceeding twice
to try to prevent the vote.

Despite the ban on the vigil,
crowds poured into Victoria Park
to light candles and observe a
minute of silence at 8.09 pm.

While police played record-
ings warning people not to par-
ticipate in the unauthorised
gathering, they did little to stop
demonstrators from entering
the park. AP

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

At the Vila Formosa cemetery in Sdo Paulo, Brazil. NYT

New cases multiply
worldwide at
fastest pace so far

THENEW YORKTIMES
JUNE 4

THE CORONAVIRUS pandemicis
ebbing in some of the countries
that were hit hard early on, but
the number of new cases is
growing faster than ever world-
wide, with more than 100,000
reported each day.

Twice as many countries
have reported arise in new cases
over the past two weeks as have
reported declines, according to
a New York Times database. On
May 30, more new cases were
reported in a single day world-
wide than ever before: 134,064.
The increase has been driven by
emerging hot spots in Latin
America, Africa, Asia and the
Middle East.

Over all, there have been
more than 6.3 million reported
cases worldwide and more than
380,000 known deaths. More
than a quarter of all known
deaths have been in the United
States. But the geography of the
pandemic is changing quickly.

Brazil is reporting nearly as
many deaths each day as the
United States. Egypt has
recorded an exponential rise in
known infections. And
Bangladesh and Indonesia have
reported steep increases in cases
for the first time.

Millions more seek
unemployment
benefits in the US

Even as more American
states reopen and some busi-
nesses slowly start to rehire, 1.9
million people filed new claims
for state unemployment bene-
fits last week, the Labor
Department reported.

The tally continues to de-
cline from the more than six

WHEREITIS
SPREADING FAST

BRAZIL

The death toll in Brazil,
Latin America’s largest
country, passed 30,000
on Tuesday, with
Thursday recording
1,349 Covid-19 deaths,
the country's highest
single-day toll.

EGYPT

For months, Egypt, the
Arab world’s most
populous country;,
seemed to avoid the
worst of the pandemic.
But recently, cases have
beenontherise,
reaching 27,536 Tuesday.

SOUTH AFRICA

With more than 35,000
confirmed infections,
the mostin Africa, South
Africasstill has a growing
number of new cases,
despite enacting a strict
lockdown in March.

BANGLADESH
Bangladesh now has
55,000 known cases.
This week, it reported
the first death from
Covid-19in arefugee
camp. This raised fears
about the thousands of
Rohingya wholive in
tightly packed tents.

million who submitted appli-
cations in a single week in
March. Still, it underlines the
persistent strain that the pan-
demic has had on the economy
and the long climb back that
lies ahead.

UK minister Sharma met
Johnson just a day before
showing Covid symptoms

REUTERS
LONDON, JUNE 4

BRITISH PRIME Minister Boris
Johnson held a 45-minute so-
cially distanced meeting with
business minister Alok Sharma
on Tuesday, a day before Sharma
was taken ill and tested for the
coronavirus, Johnson’s
spokesman said on Thursday.

The spokesman said the
meeting in Johnson’s Number 10
Downing Street offices was also
attended by finance minister
Rishi Sunak, and that Johnson
would follow medical advice if
Sharma'’s Covid-19 test result
came back positive.

“The meeting which took place
inNumber 10 — I believe it was in
the Cabinet Room —was properly

Alok Sharma

socially distanced, so they wereall
two metres apart,” he said.

“If the Secretary of State
(Sharma) were to test positive
for coronavirus then he will go
through the test and trace
process and follow the advice
which they give to him.”

Johnson has already con-
tracted and recovered from Covid-
19, but there is no certainty that
would give him immunity.

Coronavirus frustrates Saudi women’s push for financial independence

MARWARASHAD
ALULA, JUNE 4

ABEER AL-HOWAYAN despaired
of ever working after spending
eight years trying to find a job
that would put her chemistry
degree to use in the Saudi
Arabian town of Al Ula.

She eventually abandoned her
scientificambitions and turned to
selling homemade cakes, before
shewas chosen last year fora gov-
ernment training programme to

support a $20 billion flagship
tourism project in the kingdom'’s
northwestern region.

The 31-year-old learned how
to make artisanal soap from
French experts flown in by Saudi
authorities,and in late December
started selling her creations at a
booth near the rock-hewn tombs
of Madain Saleh, site of an ancient
civilisation. She also started of-
fering her wares online.

Then the coronavirus struck.
Even after all her compromises,
Howayan’s future is uncertain

once again.

The pandemic hashammered
Saudi Arabia’s nascent non-reli-
gious tourism industry — among
the few new sectors to have
emerged under Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman’s drive to
diversify the economy from oil
and create millions of jobs.

“It is very tough, but [ keep
telling myself things will get bet-
ter after corona. One has to re-
main optimistic,” Howayan,
whose online business has also
slowed, told Reuters.

Visitors at the Madain Saleh antiquities site in Al-Ula. Reuters

For women in Saudi Arabia,
the economic downturn due to
the coronavirus is particularly
damaging because it struck just
as their efforts to enter the
workforce and gain greater fi-
nancial independence were
gaining traction.

Howayan is among nearly
one million unemployed Saudis
— 12% of the working-age pop-
ulation — pinning their hopes on
the prince’s vision to modernise
the conservative and patriarchal
country with ambitious projects.

New Delhi

Women make up about 83%
of the jobless, according to the
Saudi statistics office. And it's an
educated group; 70% of those
women have high school diplo-
mas or university degrees.

And many were counting on
the new sectors such as tourism
to provide their entry to the
workforce.

Abeer Mohammed Jumuah,
31,had joined agovernment train-
ing programme last year to learn
cooking skills in Paris.

She has returned to a catering

role in Saudi Arabia helpmg
Michelin-starred chefs, but it is
only temporary and she will even-
tually need to find new work -
something that has become a
trickier proposition in the wake of
the pandemic.

“Ihope thatone dayIcanopen
acafé wherelcan offer abreakfast
menu with lots of French pas-
tries,” she said. “Iwant to be finan-
ciallyindependentand [ want my
two daughters, aged four and
seven, to have a better living stan-
dard.” REUTERS
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MoSPI RELEASES PERIODIC LABOUR FORCE SURVEY FOR2018-19

Unemployment rate inches down to 5.8%;
minor rise injoblessness among SCs, STs

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JUNE 4

INDIA’S UNEMPLOYMENT rate
inched lower to 5.8 per cent in
2018-19 (July-June) from 6.1 per
cent a year ago, the Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLES) re-
leased by the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) on Thursday showed.

Unemployment rate, how-
ever, rose among Scheduled
Castesto 6.4 per cent from 6.3 per
cent, and for Scheduled Tribes to
4.5 per cent from4.3 per cent. But
unemployment rate among Other
Backward Classesinched lower to
5.9 per cent from 6 per cent.

In 2018-19, unemployment

India Inc failed
to create right
conditions for
workers: Kotak

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JUNE 4

MIGRANT AND daily-wage work-
ersfromacross the country opted
to go back to their native place in
villages rather than staying back
at their urban workplaces during
the lockdown period as India Inc
had failed to create the right con-
ditions for them, Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) president
Uday Kotak said.

“Its due to years of neglect of
many urban or metro cities. We
have created slums, we have cre-
ated very poor quality of life for
them. There has been very short
term oriented policies by some
businesses which has been tem-
porary employment, with the
ability to hire and fire,” Kotak said.

‘Cabinet nod to
suspend IBC
proceedings’
initiation for 1 yr’

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

THEUNION Cabinet has approved
aproposal to suspend initiation of
bankruptcy proceedings against
companies under the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) for a
period of six months, which could
be extended to one year, sources
aware of developments said.

“The proposal is to suspend
sections 79 and 10 of the IBCfora
period of 6 months with an en-
abling provision allowing for it to
be extended upto 1 year,” said a
government official, adding that
under the proposed ordinance,
lenders and operational creditors
would notbeable toinitiate insol-
vency proceedings against com-
panies which default on obliga-
tions on or after March 25.

UNEMPLOYMENT AMONG YOUTH MODERATES

HIn2018-19,
unemployment rate for
youth in the 15-29 years age
bracket moderated but
remained high at 17.3 per
cent, as against 17.8 per cent
ayearago”

B The male-female split
showed that unemployment
rate for urban females was
higher than the all-India
numberat 25.7 per centin
2018-19, but was lower than
27.2 per centin2017-18

rate for youth in the 15-29 years
age bracket moderated but re-
mained high at 17.3 per cent, as
against 17.8 per cent a year ago.
Unemployment rate among ur-
banyouth was higher than the all-
India number at 20.2 per cent as
against 20.6 per cent a year ago.
The male-female split showed

that unemployment rate for ur-
ban females remained higher
than the all-India number at 25.7
per centin2018-19, but was lower
than 27.2 per centin 2017-18.
Unemployment rate formales
moderated to 6 per cent in 2018-
19 from 6.2 per cent a year ago,
and that for females too inched

lower to 5.2 per cent from 5.7 per
cent. Unemployment rate in ur-
ban India eased marginally to 7.7
per cent in 2018-19 from 7.8 per
cent a year ago, while rural job-
lessnessinched lowerto 5 per cent
from 5.3 per cent in 2017-18. The
labour force participation rate
during 2018-19 rose to 37.5 per
centasagainst 36.9 per centinthe
previous year, the survey showed.

Based on literacy levels, un-
employment rate for persons
with secondary and above educa-
tionlevel stood at 11 per cent dur-
ing 2018-19 as against 11.4 per
cent in 2017-18. Separately, the
quarterly report for urban areas
showed that the unemployment
rate moderated to 8.9 per cent in
April-June 2019 from 8.9 per cent

ayear ago. The urban unemploy-
ment rate, based on current
weekly status, had stood at 9.3 per
cent in January-March 2019, 9.9
per cent in October-December
2018, 9.7 per cent in July-
September 2018 and 9.8 per cent
in April-June 2018.

The survey was conducted
during July 2018-June 2019, cov-
ering 1,01,579 households (55,812
inruralareasand 45,767 inurban
areas)and surveying4,20,757 per-
sons (2,39,817 in rural areas and
1,80,940 in urban areas). The
MoSPI said the methodology re-
mains the same as PLFS 2017-18
and the results are not compara-
ble withresults of earlier Employ-
ment Unemployment Survey of
2011-12 and earlier years.

“72% of MSMESs will cut headcount to get biz on track’

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

ASURVEY by All India Manufact-
urers’ Association (AIMO), in part-
nership with nine other industry
bodies, has shown that 72 per cent
of micro, small and medium en-
terprises (MSMEs)are of the view
that they will definitely reduce
their headcount to get their busi-
nesses on track, while only 14 per

cent expect to continue with the
existing headcount.

Among the corporates, 42 per
cent responded that they will re-
duce headcount, while only 18 per
cent expect to continue with the
existing workforce.

The AIMO survey, which com-
prises 46,525 responses from
MSMEs, self-employed, corporate
CEOs and employees, was con-
ducted online between May 24
and May 30.

Salary payments are another
major concern faced by MSMEs
along with collection of old dues,
flow of new orders and EMI pay-
ments. The survey showed that 32
per cent are worried about salary
payments, followed by concerns
over manpower with 20 per cent
vote share, and 15 per cent share
eachfornew orders and supply of
raw material. The biggest concern
among self-employed was their
ability to pay EMIs, with 36 per

Deloitte helped ITNL avoid disclosure
of contingent liability by tweaking
LOA: Grant Thornton forensic report

SANDEEP SINGH
NEW DELHI,JUNE 4

THE FORENSIC report by Grant
Thornton India on the books of
accounts of IL&FS Transportation
Networks India Limited (ITNL) re-
veals that its auditor — Deloitte
Haskins and Sells — assisted the
company to tweak the language
of the Letter of Assurances (LOAS)
issued by the companyinabid to
avoid disclosure of contingent li-
ability in its financial statements
and then failed to flag the same in
its audit reports. ITNL is a group
company of financial firm IL&FS.

Theissue relates to LOA/Letter
of Comfort (LOC) issued by ITNL
inorder to help borrowing at the
special purpose vehicle (SPV)
level for projects facing cost over-
runs or that required bridge fund-
ing. The Grant Thornton report,
seen by The Indian Express, shows
thatthereareatleast 19instances
where ITNL issued LOA/LOC for
loans sanctioned by group com-
pany IL&FS Financial Services (in
16instances)and other financiers
(3 instances) — aggregating to
over Rs 2,700 crore — to various
external parties who were also
vendors of ITNL.

Inoneinstance, whenITNLis-
sued the LOA, its then CFO and
now its CEQ, Dilip Bhatia, in an
email to another ITNL official
Prashant Agarwal on August 31,

Theissuerelatesto
LOA/LOCissued by ITNL
in order to help
borrowing at the SPV
level for projects facing
cost overruns or that
required bridge funding

2015, asked to confirm if accord-
ingtoauditors, giving suchaletter
(LOA)will not be treated as guar-
antee (contingent liability) for
ITNL. The very next day, Agarwal
replied to the email where he
stated that he checked the draft
LOA with Deloitte and the draft
hasbeen updated after “incorpo-
rating Deloitte’s suggestions”.

In relation to this, the Grant
Thornton report states, “It ap-
pears that Deloitte assisted them
inachange of language in LOA to
avoid disclosure of Contingent li-
ability in financial statements.”

The report further states that
in another mail in October 2015,
an employee of ITNL wrote an
email to its then company secre-
tary Krishna Garg where it was
noted thatITNLhad toissuealet-
ter of assurance to ICICI bank on
behalf of Noida Toll Bridge Comp-
any Limited for availing a term
loan of Rs 60 crore.

In the email, the employee
also said that the LOA had been

cleared with Deloitte for check-
ing on the contingent liability as-
pect.

With regard to this, Grant
Thornton in its report noted, “It
appears that Deloitte was aware
about non-disclosure of contin-
gentliability in the financial state-
ments and no qualifications were
raised in respect of the same point
inaudit reports.”

While an IL&FS spokesperson
declined to comment on the
questions mailed, Deloitte did not
respond to the email sent with a
detailed set of queries.

Sources say that a copy of the
report that was submitted by
Grant Thornton earlier this year,
has been submitted with the
Ministry of Corporate Affairsand
also with the investigating agen-
cies for further probe and action.

An email cited in the report
also hints towards a possible in-
fluence from top management of
[L&FS over such treatment of con-
tingent liability. The report cites
anemail dated 15 April 2016 sent
by Arun Saha (director at IFIN, a
group company of [L&FS that was
in the business of debt syndica-
tion and lending) to Ravi Partha-
sarathy (former chairman IL&FS
Group)and Ramesh Bawa(MD &
CEO, IFIN).Inthe said email, Saha
statesa plan of action to avoid rat-
ings downgrade.

Fullreport on
www.indianexpress.com

Atmanirbhar package: PSBs ‘adequately
capitalised’, unlikely to get fresh infusion

SUNNY VERMA
NEW DELHI,JUNE 4

DESPITE A large chunk of the
Atmanirbhar Bharat package re-
lying on aggressive lending by
banks, the government does not
see animmediate need for equity
infusionin the public sector banks
(PSBs), as their capital to risk
weighted asset ratio(CRAR)is ex-
pected to stay above the regula-
tory requirements. Sources said
the Finance Ministry believes that
after series of capital infusion in
PSB s over the last three years,
their capital adequacy ratio, or
CRAR, is sufficient to absorb any
expansion in credit activity.
“Atthis point, evenif you look
attheRBIdata, it shows thateven
in a severe stress scenario, the
banks’ CRAR will only godown to
around 101 per cent and the Basel
norms are 8 per cent for CRAR. So
our banks are adequately capi-
talised,” a senior Finance Ministry
official told The Indian Express.
Many analysts argue that
banks, especially state-owned
ones, will need significant equity

EXPLAINED

May need
fundsif bad
loansrise

THE GOVERNMENT'S
view is that PSBs do not
require an immediate eq-
uity infusion as their
CRAR is much above reg-
ulatory requirements.
Bankers, however, fear
thatarise in bad loans
later may necessitate fur-
ther fund infusion.

infusion in the medium term as
the economic slump resulting
from the impact of COVID-19 can
potentially create a fresh set of
non-performing assets (NPAs).
However, the government be-
lieves thatsince much of thelend-
ing is being supported by credit

guarantees, thereis norisk of fresh
NPAs on that front. “With the
present level of capitalisation, they
can support credit growth in the
economy.Inany case,alotoflend-
ing which has been recently
arranged is backed by full govern-
ment credit guarantee, so their
creditrisks reduce as well,” the of -
ficial said. Banks have enough cap-
ital available to support credit ex-
pansion, since growth came to a
standstill in the last two months.
With the lockdown hitting
banking operations in April, credit
growth tovarious segments —in-
cluding priority sector, housing
loanand credit card — of the econ-
omy has showed a contraction
during the month. While the over-
all non-food credit growth con-
tracted by 1.2 per cent, or Rs 1.10
lakh crore toRs 91 lakh crore, loan
outstanding in the personal loan
segment fell by 2.50 per centtoRs
24.90 lakh crore, a decline of
aroundRs 63,000 crore, as per the
latest Reserve Bank of India data.
According toarecentreport by
Credit Suisse, Indian state-owned
and private sector banks may
need to raise $20 billion in addi-

tional capital —$13 billionand $7
billion, respectively — for in-
creased provisioning over the next
12 months as credit quality weak-
ens. Kotak Mahindra Bank is
among the private lenders that
have recently raised capital from
equity markets.

Banks are unlikely to face
problems for the next three
months as regulatory relaxations
— like moratorium on term loan
instalments —will provide thema
breather till September in recog-
nising NPAs. Post September,
NPAs are likely to rise from the
current level of Rs 10 lakh crore.

On May 13, the government
had announced that emergency
credit facility of up to Rs 3 lakh
crore will be provided to MSMEs
having up toRs 25 crore outstand-
ing loans and Rs 100 crore
turnover. Banks will provide them
additional 20 per cent credit
backed by 100 per cent govern-
ment guarantee against these col-
lateral free loans. A facility of pro-
viding partial credit guarantee
was also announced to help
stressed MSMEs get access fund-
ing from banks.

cent stating they had issues with
pending collections forworkdone
earlier and also receipt of new or-
ders and profitable price for the
business.

Over 70 per cent loss of em-
ployment has already been
recorded in Delhi, Gujarat,
Rajasthan and Pune during the
lockdown against the COVID-19
pandemic, as per a separate sur-
vey conducted by Azim Premji
University.

International market data till 1900 IST

INTERVIEW WITH DABUR INDIALTD CHAIRMAN
‘With migrant workers moving back

to their villages, availability of
manpower has become serious issue’

THE COVID-19 pandemicand en-
suing lockdown managed to
“wipe out” all the gains made by
Dabur India Ltd in the earlier
months of the fourth quarter, said
the consumer goods company’s
chairman, AMIT BURMAN. In an
interview with PRABHARAGHA-
VAN, he discusses how Dabur has
been overcoming these chal-
lenges and what the government
can do to support the industry
during this time. Edited excerpts:

Has the COVID-19 pandemic
and the subsequent lockdown
affected the operations of your
company and its personnel?

Dabur India Ltd continued to
surge forward oniits growth track
through the first two months of
the fourth quarter of 2019-20,
with quarterly revenue from op-
erations growing by 4.5 per cent
till February-end. However, the
exceptional event in the form of
the COVID-19 outbreak and the
resultant lockdown significantly
impacted our business in March,
which wiped out all the gain
made in the earlier months.

The lockdown caused severe
disruptions in our business and
brought sales toa virtual standstill
in the second fortnight of March.

As the lockdown restrictions
eased gradually, Dabur has been
at the forefront on delivering au-
thentic ayurvedic solution.

Private hospitals’ body,
Ficci propose caps on
COVID-19 treatment cost

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI,JUNE 4

AWEEK after the Supreme Court
called out private hospitals on the
COVID-19 treatment cost, two
major associations representing
such facilities have suggested a
cap of Rs 35,000-68,000 per day.
However, thisdoes notinclude ad-
ditional cost of ‘high-end’ tests and
medicines, as well as treatment
for those with co-morbidities.
While these rates are not bind-
ing, the Association of Healthcare
Providers of India (AHPI) and
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (Ficci)
are submitting suggestions to the
central and state governments.
Major private hospitals, in-
cluding Apollo Hospitals, Fortis
Healthcare, Dr LH Hiranandani,
PD Hinduja and Kalinga Institute
of Medical Sciences, are likely to
implement the rates suggested by
atleast one of these associations,
The Indian Express has learnt.
AHPI has suggested various
ceiling rates, depending on the
type of treatment: fromRs 15,000
per day for general ward to Rs
35,000 per day if the patient is in
theICU and on ventilator support.
The suggested rates include the
cost of basic medicines, testing,
personal protective equipment
(PPE) and “all” other required el-
ements in the treatment of a pa-
tient without comorbidities or

complications unrelated to
COVID-19, said AHPI director gen-
eral Dr Girdhar Gyani. However, it
will not include the cost of “high-
end” investigations, medicines
and treatment required for pa-
tients with underlying conditions.

Ficci has listed proposed rates
according to the category of pa-
tient: whether heis government-
referred, paying out of his pocket,
or with insurance. Depending on
these categories,and whether the
patientis admittedinanisolation
ward or ICU (with or without a
ventilator), it has suggested a cap
of Rs 13,600 -Rs 68,000 per day.
The rates, based on an analysis of
150 actual COVID treatment cases
in "major" private hospitals, are
"indicative" and there may be in-
dividual variations to the extent of
5-10 per cent.

The rates suggested by FICCI
include medicines, consumables
and “basic” diagnostics, but don't
include treatment for patients
with comorbidities and the cost
of “high end” drugs. PPEs, which
it had earlier calculated to cost
around Rs 10,000 per day, are also
excluded. “In these difficult times,
the private healthcare sectorisdo-
ingits best to serve with high stan-
dards of ethics, transparency, pro-
fessional competency and
compassion,” said Dr Sangita
Reddy;, Ficci president and Joint
MD, Apollo Hospitals Group.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com
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CHAIRMAN
DABUR INDIA LTD

‘ The government

should also consider
levying a uniform 5 per
cent GST for the entire
ayurveda products and
medicines categories,
comprising classical,
proprietary and OTC
products

Demand patterns have changed
significantly, with consumers in-
creasingly seeking ayurveda-
based interventions for boosting
their immunity.

We are currently seeing a400
per cent surge in demand for our

FY2I: ‘Consumer
confidence
collapses, real
GDP may
contract by 1.5%’

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE 4

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
on Thursday said its forward-
looking surveys have indicated
that consumer confidence col-
lapsed and inflation perception
and expectations increased in
May. The survey also said the real
GDPislikely to contract by 1.5 per
centin2020-21.

Consumer confidence col-
lapsed with the current situation
index falling from 115.2 in March
to 97.9 in May, the lowest level
since March 2014, the RBI's survey
of professional forecasters on
macroeconomic indicators said.
Future expectations plummeted
to 63.7 from a low level of 85.6,
further into the pessimistic zone,
it said. It added that real GDP,
which is expected to contract by
1.5 per centin FY21, is likely to re-
vert to growth terrain next year,
whenitislikely to grow by 7.2 per
cent. Real gross fixed capital for-
mation is likely to register nega-
tive growth of 6.4 per cent in
2020-21 but likely to grow by 5.6
per centin 2021-22.

flagship immunity booster Dabur
Chyawanprash and an 80 per cent
growth in Dabur Honey.

Whatare some of the basic
aspects on which the
government can supportyour
company and the industry
during these times?

Companies continue to face
challenges, particularly in the
manufacturing hubs, withregards
to sourcing manpower. With mi-
grant workers moving back to
their villages, the availability of ad-
equate manpower has become a
serious issue, hampering scaling
up of production to pre-COVID
levels. We are increasing the
sourcing of localmanpower from
nearby areas around our manu-
facturing units to meet the grow-
ing need for workmen.

The government should also
consider levying a uniform 5 per
cent GST for the entire ayurveda
products and medicines cate-
gories, comprising classical, pro-
prietary and OTC products.

What are your expectations on
the performance of your
company and the industry in
the current financial year?

The situation is still fluid and I
would not be in a position to give
any guidance for 2020-21 fiscal.

Fullinterview on
www.indianexpress.com

—— BRIEFLY —

‘Amazonin
talkstobuy
stakeinAirtel’

New Delhi: Amazon.com is
in early-stage talks to buy a
stake worth at least $2 bil-
lion in telco Bharti Airtel,
sources said. REUTERS

Petronet LNG
welcomes
PNGRB move

New Delhi: Petronet LNG on
Thursday welcomed a PN-
GRB clarification that any
entity canset upan LNG sta-
tion in any Geographical
Area(GA)oranywhereelse,
even if it is not the autho-
rised entity for that GA.

SClposts PAT
of¥113.75crin
Jan-Mar period

New Delhi: Shipping Corpor-
ation of India Ltd (SCI) has
reported a net profitafter tax
(PAT) of Rs 113.75 crore for
the quarter ended March 31,
2020. ENS
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CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD.

TENDER NOTICE (E- Tenderlng Mode Only)

Online Open Tender in Two Bid System for the “Work of Lock & Unlock of Wagon during Loading &
of -

at Inland

The Brihanmumbai Electric
Supply & Transport Undertaking

(Of The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation)

TENDER NOTICE

e-tender is invited for the supply of following item.

(1) 67529,(2) 44795,(3) 67924,(4) 67876 (Corrigendum)

Note:

For more details, log on to website https://mahatenders.gov.in.

GENERAL MANAGER

Depot/

Delhi” only through e-tendering mode.

Tender No. CON/NR/TC/Lock Unlock/TKD/2020

Name of Work Work of Lock & Unlock of Wagon during Loading & Unloading
of Containers at ICD/Tughlakabad, Delhi

| Estimated Cost %2,40,20,154/-

Period of the Contract 2+2+1 Years

| Earnest Money Deposit* %96,100/-through e-Payment.

Cost of Document™

%1,000/- inclusive of all taxes & duties through e-Payment

Tender Processing Fee*

%5,310/- inclusive of all taxes & duties (Non-refundable)
through e-Payment.

Date of Sale (Online)

From 05.06.2020 at 15:00 hrs. Up to 24.06.2020 16:00 hrs.

Pre-Bid Meeting

12.06.2020 at 15:00hrs.

Corrigendum, if any

On or after 16.06.2020 on www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL only

Last Date & Time of Submission| On 25.06.2020 up t015:00 hrs.

Date & Time of Opening

On 26.06.2020 at 15:30 hrs.

* Through e-Payment

For eligibility criteria and other details, please logon to www.concorindia.com or eprocure.gov.in or
www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL.Bidders are requested to visit the websites regularly. CONCOR reserves
the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reasons thereof. For complete details

logon to www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL.

Group General Manager (C&0)/NR

FREEETE TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED

KAGITHAPURAM -

639 136, KARUR DIST. TAMIL NADU

Phone: 04324-277 001 (10 LINES) / Extn: 4402/4568

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Sl. No. Material Description Due date
1 IS\;IJEFJFF’)IV of LT Power & Control Cables for TNPL Unit-II 29.06.2020
2 \SNuO;;ﬁlsyfoo:#“sF.)tLalLljantitn '\r;IfEIF;ow side Air Conditioning 29.06.2020
e e ™ ]| 29062020
e Summ o e ena] 2506020
N R T S T

Email : SI. No 1 & 2 - pmd1@tnpl.co.in /3,4 & 5 - pmd2@tnpl.co.in

DIPR/2078/Tender/2020

Detailed terms & conditions are available in Tender document at our

websites: www.tnpl.com/ www.tenders.tn.gov.in

TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

New Delhi

PRO/AAM(M)/14/2020.

No:- 413

Raj.Samwad/C/20/599

Municipal Corporation, Jodhpur

Nagar Nigam Bhawan, Inside Polytechnic college campus, Residency Road, Jodhpur -342004
Phone No:- 0291-2651464 Fax 0219-2651464 e-mail:- semcj11@gmail.com

Notice Inviting Bid
UBN No.:- DLB2021SLOB02106
Online Proposals are invited on behalf of Jodhpur Municipal Corporation (JMC) from
eligible bidders fulfilling eligibility criteria as described in the Bid Documents for "Rate
contract work for regular Sewer Cleaning with the help of Sewer Jetting cum
suction machine Medium Capacity (16T Chassis) including deployment of
Machines, necessary equipment and skilled Manpower in Jurisdiction of
Municipal Corporation Jodhpur South." The further detailed bid conditions can be

download from website www.sppp.raj.nic.in, www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in Document will
be available on website from Date :- 05-06-2020

Date:- 29.05.2020

Commissioner

PHONE: (0291) 2742336

JODHPUR VIDYUT VITARAN NIGAM LTD.

(TW Wing )
= NEW POWER HOUSE, INDUSTRIAL AREA, JODHPUR-342003

FAX: (0291) 2745259

SHORT TERM E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

Note :-

Short term Techno-commercial and Price e-Bids are invited for “Supply and
Erection of 33KV Double circuit 9.5 km line from Chunawadkothi 132 KVGSS to|
Padampur by-pass and conversion of existing 4 km single circuit line to double
circuit line from Padampur by-pass to 33/11 KV sub-station at
Sadhbhawananagar under AEN CSD-Ill, Sriganganagar against System
Improvement scheme on Turnkey basis” (UBN No.JVV2021SLOB00007 )
Details regarding Quantity, Tender cost, Earnest Money, Schedule date of tender|
opening etc are available on our website at www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/jdvvnl
and also at www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. The bidders, in their own interest are
requested to read very carefully the tender documents before submitting the bid
only through on line on website www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.

Interested bidders please note that in future any other notices|
/information regarding amendment /corrigendum/addendum/dates extension of]
bid submission eetc for above tender will only be available on website,
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

sppp.rajasthan.gov.in

energy.rajasthan.gov.in/jdvvnl.
Raj.Samwad/C/20/582

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (TW),

fyorell wdeh Rraraal & fag ela wi <% 1800 180 6045
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MAHARASHTRA INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

(A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking)
Tel. : 022-26870078

NOTICE

Work for Advertising Agency / Public Relations Agency
Magnetic Maharashtra 2.0

MIDC invites E- tenders from Advertising Agency / PR Agency to carry out
International Outreach (Advertising, Media plan)
The agency must offer competentand reliable professional services.
Interested agencies may download tender form from MIDC’s
website: www.midcindia.org and submit the same between 05.06.2020
(Time : 12 pm) to 11.06.2020 (Time:12 pm). Terms & conditions are available
onourwebsite.
o Tenders willbe openon 11.06.2020 (Time : 1 pm) probably.
e MIDC reserves the right to accept or reject one or all tenders without
assigning any reason whatsoever
Note: After end of above mentioned 7 days period, the bids are received less
than 3, there period will be extended automatically for next 7 days.
The scheduled/changes (ifany) of the same will be display on our website.
General Manager (PR)
MIDC, Head Office, Mumbai - 93.

NORTHERN RAILWAY
OPEN-E-TENDER NOTICE
The Sr. Divisional Engineer-Ill, Northern Railway, Delhi Division invites E-Tender for
the following work.
1.|Name of work

Repair & Strengthening of Bridge No. 5 & FOB slab at
Delhi Sadar Bazar in the section of SSE/W/WNDLS
under ADEN/NDLS

2.|Approx cost of work Rs. 61,97,402.96 (Rupees Sixty One Lakh Ninty Seven
Thousand Four Hundred Two & Ninty Six Paise only)
3.|Earnest Money Rs. 1,24,000/- (Rupees One Lakh Twenty Four
to be deposited Thousand Only)
4./Costoftender document | Rs.5900/-

o

Date & Time of submission
oftender bid and

opening of tender
Website particulars where
complete details of tender
documents can be seen

30.06.2020 @ 15:00 Hrs.

o

www.ireps.gov.in

e The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement system
(IREPS) site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender system. ® For all
terms and conditions please refer tender document. ® No manual offers are
acceptable. ® Cost of tender document and Earnest money will be acceptable through
net banking or payment gateway only. No. No. 128-W/280/e Tender
1266/2020

Notice/NIT/05/2020-21/W-3 Dated : 03.06.2020
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

=| WA AR [ faffes
E CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD. w-(ar) )%
=t (A Navratna Undertaking of Govt. of India) p A

NSIC, New MDBP Building, 3rd Floor, Okhla Ind. Estate, New Delhi-110 020

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
CONCORinvites E-Tenderin (Double) packet system of tendering for the following work:
Tender No. CONCOR/FA/SEIS/2020

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice
Invitation of Tenders through E-Procurement System
Principal Chief Materials Manager, Northern Railway, New Delhi-110001, for and on
behalf of the President of India, invites e-tenders through e-procurement system for
supply of the following items:-

Municipal Corporation Kota (Rajasthan) | Ee

Rajeev Gandhi Bhawan Dushera Ground Kota = ==-
Tel Ph.No.: 0744-2500197, email: nnkota@gmail.com website: www.kotamc.org

@

No:- NNK/GENERAL/2020/440-454
CORRIGENDUM-V

The e-Tender number 53/2019-20 and e-tender notice number NNK/General/2020/21258-
264 Date 12.03.2020 was issued by Municipal Corporation Kota on 12.03.2020. Due to

Date: 04.06.2020

2.No Manual offer will be entertained.
Tender Notice No. 03/2020-2021 Dated : 04.06.2020 1262/2020

Serving Customers With A Smile
rF— < HAaT 5 forfres
&—— Container Corporation of India Ltd.
CONCOR

Navratna Company (A Govt. of India Undertaking)
ICD, Tughlakabad, New Delhi — 110 020
TENDER NOTICE (E-Tendering Mode Only)
E-Tender in Single Bid for providing Ambulance Services at ICD/Tughlakabad, Delhi only
through e-tendering mode.

Sr. No. Tender No. Brief Description Qty. Closing Date covid-19 Revised E-Tender time Schedule are as follows which can be kindly seen for
01 14200856A Environment Frlelndly Bio 23881 LTR | 30.06.2020 reference on www.sppp.raj.nic.in http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, www.kotamc.org
Degradable Cooling water -
S. Particular Before After
02 20202001A | A-9 Auto Brake Valve Outline | 168 NOS 01.07.2020 No.
03 09202056 Bolster Bottom Gusset 3561 NOS | 06.07.2020 1 [Period of on-line 12.03.2020 to 12.03.2020 to
V-Deep Groove Alternator availability/receiving of Bidding| 04.06.2020 (upto 6.00 22.06.2020
04 02201120 Pulley 1000 NOS | 06.07.2020 Documents (Start/End Date) PM) (upto 6.00 PM)
NOTE: 1. Vendors may visit the IREPS website i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for details. 2 |Submission of original Banker’s 05.06.2020 23.06.2020

Cheque/ Demand Draft for Bid
Document cost, Bid Security, Bid
Processing Fee & other documents
listed herein after

3 |Date & Time of technical Bid
opening

(upto 2.00 PM) (upto 2.00 PM)

05.06.2020
(6.00 PM)

23.06.2020 (4.00 PM)

Other condition will remain the same. Sd/-
Commissioner

Municipal Corporation Kota

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Tender Processing Fee* Rs. 1369/- inclusive of all taxes and duties (Non-refundable)
through e-payment.

From 05.06.2020 at 15:00 hrs. (upto 24.06.2020 16:00 hrs.)
Last Date & Time of submission | On 25.06.2020 upto 15:00 hrs.

Date & Time of Opening 0n26.06.2020at 15:30 Hrs.

*Through e-Payment. For eligibility criteria and other details please log onto www.concorindia.com
or eprocure.gov.in or www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL. Bidders are requested to visit the websites
regularly. CONCOR reserves the right to rejectany or all the tenders Wlthoutassigning any reasons
thereof. For complete details logon to www.tenderwizard.com/CCI

Group General Manager (C&0)/NR

Date of Sale (Online)

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY
RAJA RAMANNA CENTRE FOR ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY
CORRIGENDUM - 11 02.06.2020

Tender No. RRCAT/CSD/C/2093/2020/CR-08 dated: 27.01.2020
Name of Work : Construction of Clean Modular Lab in Cavity Processing building in
technical area atRRCAT, Indore. Estimated Cost: % 155 Lakh
The date of sale, online submission of pre-bid query, submission and opening of tender
are changed as follows:-

Last date of availability of tender for download

11.06.2020 (17:00 Hrs)

Last date to receive Pre-bid queries 15.06.2020 (10:00 Hrs)
(if any) by email (csdoff@rrcat.gov.in) only
Online uploading of prebid querries 18.06.2020 (12:00 Hrs)

Last date and time of closing of uploading /
online submission of tender .

21.06.2020 at 22:00 hrs.

Tender No. CON/NR/TKD/C&A/AmbuI/ZOZO OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
Name ofWork services at I0D/Tughlakabad, Delhi. The Sr. Divisional Engineer-ll, Northern Railway, Delhi Division invites E-Tender for
Estimated Cost RsA23 20 920/- . .

- the following work:-
Period of the contract 2+1years
Earnest Money Deposit* Rs.46,500/-/- through e-Payment. 1. | Name of work Improvement of PF No. 02 at ANDI including
Cost of Document* Rs.1000/- inclusive of all taxes and duties through e-payment provision of small shelter in the section of

SSE/W/DLI/Line under ADEN/DLI

Rs. 2,16,77,901.93 (Two Crore Sixteen Lakh
Seventy Seven Thousand Nine Hundred One
and Ninety Three paise only)

Rs. 2,58,400/- (Rupees Two Lakh Fifty Eight
Thousand Four Hundred Only)

Rs. 11,800/-
30.06.2020 @ 15:00 Hrs.

2. | Approx. costof work

3. | Earnest Money to be
deposited

Cost of tender document

Date & Time for submission
of tender bid and opening
oftender

6. | Website particulars where
complete details of tender
documents can be seen

Wwww.ireps.gov.in

« The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement system
(IREPS) site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender system. « For all
terms and conditions please refer tender document. ¢+ No manual offers
are acceptable. ¢« Cost of tender document and Earnest money will be
acceptable through net banking or payment gateway only. « The cost of work
is exclusive of GST. No.: 128-W/280/e Tender Notice/NIT/06/2020-21/W-3

Dated: 03.06.2020. 1267/2020

Serving Customers with a Smile

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER
DRM(S&T) NWR, Ajmer on behalf of the
President of India invites E-Tender for the
following work up to 15.00 Hrs. on the
mentioned date. Tender No.: DRM-S&T-
01-2020-21. Name of work: Ajmer-
Division - Provision of Hardware &
Software to Implement COA-System
and for improving the Network
Connectivity by linking of data-loggers
with COA for reporting train

WR fawTaw wifrevor
2= AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender ID: 2020_AAI_49712_1
E-Tender in the prescribed format are hereby
invited for following Facility at CCSI Airport
Lucknow. Name of facility: Car parking EMD
%3,07,000/- MRLF %4,37,547/- and other taxes
and charges. Last Date of Tender Submission:
09.06.2020. for further /more details & updates
www.etenders.gov.in/ www.aai.aero

arrival/departure timings at AJMER
Station of Ajmer Division. NWR.
Approximate cost of work:
Rs. 863486.63. Earnest Money:
Rs. 17300.00. Tender No.: DRM-S&T-32-
2019-20 (Re-tender). Name of work:
Ajmer-Division - Provision of BG-"A"
Class ART at Udaipur Station of Ajmer
Division NWR. (Signalling-ltems)
Approximate cost of work: Rs.
4747660.33. Earnest Money:
Rs. 95000.00. Date & Time of opening
E-Tender - 29.06.2020 at 15.30 Hrs. The
details of above E-Tender are available on
website www.ireps.gov.in.  [553.\/\/20!

Please join us on EA[3 /NWRailways

IRRIGATION AND FLOOD

CONTROL DEPARTMENT

GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
SHORT TERM

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS
The Executive Engineer, Civil Division
No. XIV, I&FCD invites on behalf of the
President of India, online tender for the
following work:

NIT No. EE/CD-XIV/NIT/04/2020-21
Percentage Rate

HOA: (2711 Revenue Section)

Name of work:- Deployment of Boats
and supply of professionals at various
sites from Badarpur to Jaitpur during the
flood season in river Yamuna including
Ganesh  Chaturthi, Kartik  Snan,
Vishwakarma day, Durga Pooja, Chhat
Pooja and Independence day festival at
various sites in river Yamuna and other
sites for the year 2020-21. Estimated
cost: Rs. 1,84,01,426/- & Earnest
Money: Rs. 3,68,029/- Period of
completion: One Year, Last date & time
of submission of tender: upto 3:00 PM,
on 08.06.2020. (Tender ID
2020_IFC_191169_1 ).

Tender forms and other details can be
obtained from the website
https:/govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

DIP/Shabdarth/0064/20-21
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UJJAIN MUNICIPAL CORPORATION,

UJJAIN (M.P.)

NIT No.:- UMC/AMRUT/01, Tender ID- 2020_UAD_91946_1
Ujjain Municipal Corporation Invites Short Notice Proposal For "Road
Restoration Work of Sewerage Line In Different Locations of Ujjain
City, Length-10Km". Interested Bidders May Purchase And Submit
Their Proposals Online At www.mptenders.gov.in.

Dated: 03-06-2020

Probable Amount of Contract: Rs. 2,06,84,750/-

Name of Work Sale of Duty Credit Scrips (DCS) issued under
Service Exports from India Scheme (SEIS)

Rs. 182.98 Crores

Total Value of Scrips

Earnest Money Deposit Rs. 1,96,000/-

Rs. 12,500/

Cost of Document

Period of Contract
Validity of Tender
Earnest Money Deposit
Cost of Document

60 days

30 days from the due date for submission of tender
Rs. 5 lakhs through e-payment

Rs. 1,000/- inclusive of all taxes and duties
through e-payment

Rs. 5,310/~ inclusive of all taxes and duties (Non-
refundable) through e-payment

From 05.06.2020 (up to 11.00 hrs.) to 18.06.2020
(up to 16.00 hrs.)

19.06.2020 at 1600 hrs.

Tender Processing Fee

Date of Sale (Online)

Date & Time of Submission of Tender
Date & Time for Opening of Technical Bid| 22.06.2020 at 1200 hrs.
Date & Time for Opening of Financial Bid | Will be informed later online
For financial eligibility criteria, experience with respect to similar nature of work, etc., please refer to
detailed tender notice available on website www.concorindia.com, but the complete tender
document can be downloaded from website www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL only. Further,
Corrigendum/Addendum to this Tender, if any, will be published on website www.concorindia.com,
www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL and Central Procurement Portal (CPP) only. Newspaper press
advertisement shall notbe issued for the same.

(F&L) Phone No.: 011-41222542

Group General M:
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BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE

Office of The Executive Engineer,
Padmanabhanagara Division, Opp. Sagar Hospital,
Kumaraswamy Layout, Bengaluru-560078

No.: EE(PN)/TEND/04/2020-21 Date : 03-06-2020

TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Two Tender Document System) (Through GoK e-Procurement Portal only)

The Executive Engineer, Padmanabhanagara Division, BBMP, Bengaluru
on behalf of the Commissioner, BBMP invites tenders from eligible
Registered Contractor for the below mentioned works.

Approx. Value

Sl. EMD
Name of the Work of Work h
No. (Rs.inLakhs)| (nRs)
Comprehensive development of
Improvements to Drain and Asphalting
cross road and main road
1 | Chikkallasandra in Ward No.183 900.00  |1350000-

Annexure-2 SI.No.1280 and CC Road
and footpath works at Ward No.165
Ganesh Mandira of BBMP Annexure-2
SI.No.1263. (Other Category)

Calendar of Events: (1) Tender documents may be downloaded from
GoK e-Procurement portal https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in
(2) Tenders must be submitted online through e-procurement portal on or
before 07.07.2020, 4.00 PM. (3) Date of Pre-bid Meeting : 01.07.2020 at
3.00 PM in The Office of The Chief Engineer (South), BBMP, 9th Main,
9th Cross, Jayanagar 2nd Block, Bengaluru-11. (4) Date of opening of
Technical Bids : 08.07.2020 at 4.30 PM at above office. (5) Date of opening
of Financial Bids: at above office after the Technical Bid approval. Further
details may be obtained from the above office during office hours on
working days or from website https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Padmanabhanagara Division

“Pay development charges, help to develop Bengaluru”

Last date for purchase of tender

Last date for Submission of Technical
and Financial Bid (online)

Date of opening of Technical Proposals
online

12/06/2020 up to 17:30 hrs
12/06/2020 up to 17:30 hrs

13/06/2020 on/after 17:30 hrs

For more details please visit https://www.mptenders.gov.in. Any
Corrigendum or amendments shall be uploaded on this website only.

Superintending Engineer (AMRUT),
Ujjain Municipal Corporation
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[&] BIHAR SCHOOL EXAMINATION E

ROE-a31 CLWIChinasanjan
']
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Tender Notice No.- PR 129/2020
Sealed Tenders under two Bid systems are invited from reputed
Firms/Companies/Agencies for "Engagement as Social Media
Management Agency of Bihar School Examination Board, Patna™.

Tender Schedule

Date and Time for Activity Date / Time : Duration

From 06.06.2020 (11:00 AM) to 26.06.2020
(02:00 PM)

15.06.2020 at 11:30 AM (Bihar School
Examination Board, Sinha Library Road,
Patna-800017)

26.06.2020 up to 1:00 PM
(Bihar School Examination Board, Sinha
Library Road, Patna-800017)

26.06.2020 at 3:00 PM
(Bihar School Examination Board, Sinha
Library Road, Patna-800017)

26.06.2020 at 04:00 PM
(Bihar School Examination Board, Sinha
Library Road, Patna-800017)

Rs. 1,000/- (Rs. One Thousand) only
(Non-Refundable)

Rs. 50,000/- (Rs. Fifty Thousands) only
(Refundable)

« Tender documents can be obtained from Bihar School Examination
Board, Sinha Library Road, Patna by paying cost of Tender document of
Rs. 1,000/- (Rs. One Thousand) only through Demand Draft of
Nationalised Banks in favour of Secretary, Bihar School Examination
Board, payable at Patna. Tender documents can also be downloaded
from BSEB website http://biharboardonline.bihar.gov.in. However,
receipt of the cost of Tender document must be submitted with the Tender
documents.

<+ Tender must be accompanied with the cost of Tender documents and
Earnest Money in the form of Demand Draft, issued by a Nationalized
Bank. No cheque will be accepted.

< Corrigendum/Addendum, if any, will be published on the departmental
website http://biharboardonline.bihar.gov.in itself.

< For any queries, interested Agencies may contact Shri Jai Kishore
Singh, Nodal Officer. Contact No.- 6299923095.

< Note:- Bihar School Examination Board reserves the right to accept/
reject/reschedule any or all tenders without assigning any reasons.
Secretary

Sale of Tender document

Pre-Bid Meeting

Submission of Tender
form fee, Bid and EMD in
Hard copy/Original

Opening of Technical Bid

Financial Bid Opening

Cost of Tender Document

Earnest Money Deposit

From 09:00 hrs on 22.06.2020 HIT Ma [T EC R Z0R0-21 NOTICE INVITING TENDER Duxie: [2 [ 39130
Date of Submission of EMD in original. ' Poet Fre i . . : ' . S,
to 15:15 hrs on 25.06.2020 ndeneSmat City Devidogonen Limibed wites onbne iondemfrem cigible conuasioes hivingrelowed cxperis e,
Last date and time of online opening of :25.06.2020 at 15:30 hrs. g rigth Cost of Earnest Sendlea
Technical bid. Hiz, Grescription Tander Ferm | Money Deposit | Perlod
Other informations are available on Web site: www.rrcat.gov.in. Al other terms and Saletizn of Brandicy and atkitng Aguney on Sucniss Fis
conditions of tender shall remain unchanged. : ; 1 | Bags Tor Selection of BofdersTieesion far Redevelopment of | ¥ 2000004 F S0 Lakh 8- TiRars
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E-Tender Notice No.: Br./JHS/2020-2021/01

@ NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, ALLAHABAD

E-TENDERING TENDER NOTICE

Dated: 28.05.2020

invite seled open tenders on the prescribed forms for the under noted work :-

Dy. Chief Engineer/ Bridge / Line / Jhansi, North Central Railway, Jhansi for and on behalf of the President of India,

Sr. | Tender Name of work Cost of work | Earnest Money
No. No.
1 Br.-JHS- Constru.ction of stc?rm water attenuation system at LQ 146(M) Road | # 48,00,894.24 Z 96200/
2020-01 |under bridge Jhansiby cross wave technology 2 No. of pits.

any other financial entity in any other form/letter head if attached by vendors shall

submitted up to 15.00 hrs, on 26.06.2020.

Cost of Tender Form with (GST) Tax in Rs.: ¥ 3150/- (3000 + 5% GST). Date of Opening of tender: 26.06.2020.
Completion Period: 03 Month. Special Condition: Tenderer Should authorized applicator/manufacturer or storm water
managem by Co-Polymer Interlocking Technology approved CGWB/GRIHA/GBC. Note : (1) The complete information along
with tender document of above E-Tenders are available on website www.ireps.gov.in up to 15.00 Hrs. on the due to date of
tender openingi.e. 26.06.2020. (2) Bids other than in the form of E-Bids shall not be accepted against above tenders. For this
purpose, vendors are required to get themselves registered with IREPS website along with Digital Signature Certificate issued
by CCAunderIT Act-2000. (3) Rates entered into Financial Rate page and duly signed digitally shall be considered. Rates and

considered. (4) Document being attached should be signed by the tenderer on its body. (5) Payment of Earnest Money Deposit
(EMD) & Tender Document Cost (TDC) in respect of e-tendering shall be accepted through net banking or payment gateway
only. (6) In case of any difficulty helpdesk available on the website of IREPS may be approached. (7) Tender on line can be

be straightway ignored and shall not be

599/20 (A)

E] North central railways ~ www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in

STATE INDUSTRIES PROMOTION CORPORATION OF TAMILNADU LIMITED

19-A, RUKMANI LAKSHMIPATHY ROAD, EGMORE, CHENNAI - 600 008.
CIN U74999TN1971SGC005967

Tender Notice NIT.No.12/CW/DO/T.No.15, 16 & 17/2020-21
Short term Tender notice

and the same will be opened on the same day at 3.30 PM.

For and on behalf of State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu Limited, sealed tenders are invited
under “Two Cover System” for the following work from Class-I State Level Contractors registered in State/Central or Quasi
Government Organisations having experience in similar nature of works. Tenders will be received upto 3.00 PM on 18.06.2020

@ railway northcentral @CPRONCR

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING

ENGINEER, Ist CIRCLE, U.P.JAL

NIGAM, 219 CIVIL LINES,
MEERUT-250001

Letter No.: 587/731/61

Date.: 02.06.2020

SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTICE
U.P. Jal Nigam, E-tenders are
invited for Construction of
OHT, Laying of Distribution &
Rising Main etc in Biral village
water supply scheme under
“QPV” in District-Baghpat.
Intending tenderers
experience required should
have completed in last 10 years
ending Date-31.03.2020.
Tender document shall be
available at e-procurement
website http://etender.up.nic.in
latest by 08.06.2020. Interested
contractors may view &
download tender document
and upload their tender, duly
filled online latest by
17.06.2020 at 12:00 hrs.
Uploaded tender document
shall be opened on 17.06.2020
at 15:00 Hrs. onwards in the
office of “Superintending
Engineer, 1* Circle, U.P. Jal

Nigam, Meerut”.

U,
ferferar

Dt.03.06.2020.

fferer

Sl Approx. value

No Name of Work of work EMD

1. |Relaying of roads, desilting of drains and jungle clearance in SIPCOT Industrial Complex/Park at|Rs.502.00 lakhs [Rs.2,61,000/-
Sriperumbudur, Bargur and Vallam Vadagal (Retender)

2. | Formation of link roads and providing High Mast lights in SEZ area at SIPCOT Industrial Growth Centre/Park | Rs.262.00 lakhs | Rs.1,41,000/-
at Perundurai and Oragadam (Retender)

3. | Providing Barbed wire fencing, high mast light, truck park and construction of compound wall at SIPCOT [ Rs.300.00 lakhs | Rs.1,60,000/-
Industrial Growth Centre/Park/Complex at Irungattukottai, Perundurai and Bargur (Retender)

EMD in the form of DD in favour of SIPCOT Ltd., payable at Chennai.

DIPR/2079/TENDER/2020

The tender Schedule can be Downloaded at free of cost from the website: www.tenders.tn.gov.in and www.sipcot.in
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, SIPCOT, CHENNAI-8

HOMEGUARDS, CIVIL DEFENCE

AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT M.P.

Bhopal Dated- 03/06/2020
Corrigendum notice No. 03

No./ADG/DM/PA/ 179/2020,

With reference to Homeguards, Civil Defence and Disaster Management tender
notice no./ ADG/DM/PA/173 dated 03/06/2020 and the receipt no. 636 of
Jansampark Karyalay Bhopal following corrigendum notice is submitted.

fafaar
ferga

Sl Name of Equipment Quantity E_MD required Tt ﬁlg'vl — et
No. in shape of
BG/FDR (fsd@) & id M ard 33/11
1 | Foot pump for inflatable rubber boat 200 16000 Heft ferga Suhsl A Wit Wil §
2 | Life Jacket 300 18000 e st & e dell T e
3 | Life Buoy 300 11000 o STREI Tel T a»‘rci | 3. %-
4 | Deep Diving Kit 10 68000 fifear  fafredtemor w=r- 19/
5 | Scuba Underwater Torch 50 7000 SE/EDCCkt/2020-21:  wrd:
6 [ Scuba High Pressure Air Compressor 5 45000 ﬁrﬂoﬁ [REARECAES RURLEN I AT
7 | Portable inverter generator 20 40000 1’%@?[ fereor SAETS-USTI & 31?1_11?[
8 | Rope Launcher 4 60000 & ATt 33/11 el forggd SRl &
9 [ Breathing Apparatus 30 51000 tﬁﬁl‘d q»‘f]?;h ﬁ.éaﬁ'q ST § _&]m
10 | Chain Saw 20 22400 wa}; T F ST T T
11 | Non Contact Infrared Digital Thermometer| 254 26000 i | 4. 3-faferar feforedtarmor

Note:-
A-

through https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app.

C- The tenders are requested to visit our Website
https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app. regularly.

Additional Director
G-11678/2020

Coloumn number 4 in the table mentioned above, EMD required in shape of
BG/FDR should be read -as "EMD submitted only through E-payment."

Remaining terms & conditions of the tender notice no./
ADG/DM/PA/173 dated 03/06/2020 and the receipt no. 636 of
Jansampark Karyalay Bhopal will remain unchanged.

B- Any changes/ modifications in the tender enquiry will be intimated

Sd/-

Disaster Management M.P.

T

General of Police

'-.“1

et e I S gq E-

SR e e 9 9d 3.9, SMe i
s € -dreRiRde
https://etender.up.nic.in T 39Ty
- 1. $-Taferer fafortentor G-
17/SE/EDCCKkt/2020-21:
wE: foga faaor wve, fasege =it
HHria forgd fodor Iumve-ehel
(92m) & = M A 33/11
et forera a1 | Wit wed #
T anver F erfur il Td et
% TR T T H w2, F-

SE/ EDCCKkt/2020-21:

21: w: faea famo @ve, TR
< e ferga ferawor SuEve-H%
< I AW AT 33/11 hell faga
IThl W W el § S sder
q &frd dell Tel emEl % SRa
e AU 1 H | /- ST
s, fog@  famor  woee
e,
fafasfa ffagr wwwm, 2019-
20, &t 04.06.2020

oo forga ferawon
frm for, wrate sreferor
sitwa=a,  faga ferawor
(RECTANC 2 e S
AAG  ITeEEenehdl gR

smAfra & ST © | forga
L cacl

fafordierror  dw=m- 18/

&
famo wve, fosge @i

20/ SE/EDCCKkt/2020-

TATh-193/

New Delhi



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

19

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, JUNE 5,2020

SPORT

HYDERABAD OPEN CANCELLED

The Hyderabad Open badminton tournament, scheduled to be
held in August, was on Thursday cancelled by the sport's world
governing body in view of the COVID-19 pandemic, days after the
unveiling of a revised calendar. The tournament was to be held

from August 11 to 16.

‘Awards motivate Indians, foreigners get huge money’

NIHAL KOSHIE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 4

WITH THE Athletics Federation of India
(AFI) nominating its deputy chief coach
Radhakrishnan
Nair for the
Dronacharya
award, the debate
over rewards and
recognition for
foreign coaches of
India’s interna-
tional medallists
has kicked up
again. Nair has
‘hand-held many athletes and coaches over
the past few years’, AFI president Adille
Sumariwalla (in pic) said in a statement,
which added that the 61-year-old is the
‘only Indian to complete an International
Coaching  Enrichment  Certificate
Programme by the International Olympic
Committee with honours’.

In an interview to The Indian Express,
Sumariwalla makes a case for Nair, who
counts among his trainees star javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra. Nair has also
worked as chief coach of the Republic of
Maldives from 1998 to 2001, was a coach
with the Indian Air Force and holds a Level-
VIAAF coaching diploma. Excerpts:

The nomination documents submitted
to the sports ministry says Nair first
spotted and also trained Neeraj Chopra
at the national camp. But foreign
coaches were at the helm when Chopra
won international medals.

When it comes to talent identification
in recent times, he (Nair) has spotted the
three best talents in the country. Hima Das,
Neeraj Chopra and (VK) Vismaya. He found
Neeraj Chopra in 2015, he trained Neeraj
for one year, Neeraj was fifth at the National
Games in 2015. He threw 73 metres,
Radhakrishnan trained him and in March
2016, he threw 83 metres (82.23m).
Radhakrishnan was the one who asked us
to get coach (late) Gary Calvert and he
handed Neeraj to Calvert. (Calvert was
coach when Chopra became World Junior
Champion in 2016).

This is the greatness of a coach. He could
have held onto Neeraj. He didn’t have to

IN THE official document submitted to
the ministry of sports, deputy chief coach
Radhakrishnan Nair has been credited
with spotting India’s most promising ath-
lete, javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra, train-
ing him at the national camp and also
contributing in improving the perform-
ance of the 4x400m women'’s relay team
and training two of its key runners VK
Vismaya and Hima Das, the 2018 junior
world champion in the 400 metres.

Nair has been in the national set-up
since 2013 but foreign coaches have been
atthe helm, coaching Chopra and the relay
teams, when they have won international
medals. When Chopra won the world jun-
ior gold medal (86.48 metres)in 2016, it was
the late Australian-born Gary Calvert who
was his coach. Uwe Hohn, the only man to

The complexities of finding the real Dronacharya

Radhakrishnan Nair has been
credited with spotting javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra.

throw the javelin over 100 metres, coached
Chopra when he won gold medals at the
Commonwealth Games and Asian Games.

When Chopra joined the senior na-

tional camp for the first time in March
2015, he trained on his own as he was
self-taught. From time to time at the na-
tional camp, both Kashinath Naik, a 2010
Commonwealth Games bronze medal-
list in the javelin throw, and Nair guided
him. Ayear later, he equalled the national
record (82.23m) at the SAF Games.
Russian-born Galina Bukharina, who
joined the Indian contingent three years
ago, trained both Vismaya and Hima once
they joined the national camp. Bukharina
was in-charge when the women'’s
4x400m relay team, which included
Vismaya and Hima, won gold at the 2018
Asian Games. The men’s relay team
which took silver at the Asiad was also
coached by Bukharina.
NIHALKOSHIE

bring Calvert. There was a 10 to 11-metre
improvement in a year when
Radhakrishnan coached Neeraj. He said
that Neeraj has a chance at the Olympics,
so let us find a good coach from abroad and
he forced AFI to get Calvert.

So coach Nair knows his limitations.
Does he deserve a nomination for that?

There are athletes who could have won
a medal at the Olympic Games if a coach
hadn’t held onto them. But still you gave
those coaches a Dronacharya even though
we lost a medal. I'm not sure whether those
athletes did well because of them or in
spite of them. Here is a man who is saying
‘get the best coach you can get in the world'.
He says ‘I am the best in India, but if there
is somebody better in the world, we should
get him'’. There are other coaches who are
selfish to the core. There are examples of
coaches who have produced one athlete
but never produced another athlete before
or after who could win even a national
medal. There are so many coaches who
have got the award on the basis of one ath-
lete. What do you want to give
Dronacharya for? It is for a coach who finds
talent, a coach who nurtures talent and a
coach who at the right time gives the tal-
ent to a more specific coach.

Chopra has been coached by Calvert,
Uwe Hohn and Dr Klaus Bartonietz.
Why hasn’t he trained more with Nair?
If Radhakrishnan had not introduced
Neeraj to Calvert, he would have stayed
with Radhakrishnan in the camp. People
like Uwe Hohn and Calvert have worked
with athletes who have thrown 85-plus
metres. Radhakrishnan has not worked
with an athlete who has thrown 85-plus
metres. So it is his greatness that he told
Neeraj to go to such a coach. Nobody will
give up their athlete and send them to an-
other coach, especially when they know the
guy is so good and talented. If he had con-
tinued with Radhakrishnan, he would have
still thrown 85 to 86 metres. Neeraj was al-
ready throwing 83 metres with
Radhakrishnan. He would have won
Commonwealth as well as Asian Games
medal. You would have to give
Radhakrishnan the Dronacharya.

Is the AFI giving him credit for spotting
Hima Das and VK Vismaya and training
them too?

When Hima Das ran the Open Nationals
in 2017, Radhakrishnan went to her coach
and convinced him that she should join
the camp. He got her shifted from the
200 metres to the 400 metres and Galina

(Bukharina, foreign coach) had joined us by
then. He spotted Vismaya at a university
meet, and brought her to the camp. Today,
Vismaya is the No.1 400 metre
runner. He fought with us to include her in
the camp. Back then, she was thin and no-
body was sure if she would be able to run
fast enough.

So if Nair has helped improve the
performance of the relay team as AFI
says, why do you appoint someone like
Galina Bukharina?

Coaching is only the physical part. But
you have to keep a team together. There is
a whole support system which Radha-
krishnan gives them. He sits with the plan-
ning team, he ensures they get everything
they need, they get the masseur, they get
the physio, they get the doctor. He holds
them together. Galina or Uwe Hohn, or
whoever is only spending those two-three
hours on the track with them. The rest of
the operation is done by whom? All the
planning... where they will go and train,
where they will compete is done by coaches
like Radhakrishnan. Why did we give JS
Saini (1997) the award? We gave it because
he worked with the team. I want to know
who the critics are and who do they think
deserves the Dronacharya award?

Cuban boxing coach Bl Fernandez was
awarded the Dronacharya in 2012?
Didn’t the AFI think of nominating one
of the foreign coaches who have
coached Indian athletes to
international medals?

No, we didn’t consider nominating a
foreign coach. Fernandez stayed in India for
two decades and deserves a Dronacharya
because he brought it (boxing) up from
nothing. He got you an Olympic medal in
boxing. It was all his work, he deserves
Dronacharya. Fernandez has not coached
one boxer, he has created the whole sys-
tem which Radhakrishnan is doing.
Radhakrishnan is creating thousands of
coaches. He has trained nearly 1,000 Level-
1 coaches and close to 100 Level-2 coaches.
You have to give him a double Dronacharya
and not a single Dronacharya because he is
now increasing the knowledge base of
other coaches.

Today, he works with every single
throws group, whether it is with the javelin
group or any other group. He was the per-
son who pushed for a foreign high-per-
formance director. He was the high-per-
formance director but wanted somebody
with better knowledge. He could have
saved the post for himself and said, Tam the
high- performance director and I don’t need
anybody above me’.

Across sports, Indians get the
Dronacharya Award when in reality
foreign coaches have made the
difference in most cases. Isn’t that
unfair?

ADronacharya will have no value when
a foreign coach returns home after four to
five years. For an Indian coach, it is a mat-
ter of great pride and honour and it moti-
vates them. Foreign coaches get huge
amounts of money. Indian coaches are paid
one-tenth of what a foreign coach is paid
and that demotivates them. Therefore,am
against giving such a national award to for-
eigners (exception being Fernandez) and it
should be for Indian nationals. Remember
that athletes have come up through our sys-
tem, which people like Radhakrishnan are
responsible for creating. Foreign coaches
are doing only the polishing (of talent).
Today in the whole list, there is nobody who
deserves the award more than
Radhakrishnan.

Yuvraj faces

police probe

over ‘casteist
remark’

A lawyer has alleged Yuvraj Singh made
casteist remarks against Dalits.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JUNE 4

THE HARYANA Police has initiated a probe
against former India cricketer Yuvraj Singh
after alawyer complained against his alleged
“casteist remarks” against Dalits.
Hansi-based lawyer Rajat Kalsan has
lodged a complaint with local police alleging
that Yuvraj had passed a casteist remark
against Dalits. Hansi Superintendent of Police
Lokender Singh told The Indian Express that
they had received the complainton May 2.“We
are investigating the matter. But nothing has
been decided so far. No FIR has been registered
yet,” he said. Kalsan alleged that Yuvraj, dur-
ing a Instagram Live with India cricketer Rohit
Sharma, had made the remark while referring
toanother player. “This comment has hurt the
sentiments of Dalits as millions of people have
watched this video on social media,” Kalsan
said in the complaint while urging SP Hansi to
lodge an FIR against Yuvraj and arrest him.
Kalsan told this paper that a DSP-level
officer had registered his statement under
Section 161 of the CrPC on Wednesday. “I
had also submitted a DVD containing con-
troversial remarks in support of my com-
plaint. The investigators watched this DVD
onWednesday,” said Kalsan while referring
to the short clip that has gone viral on social
media. The Indian Express tried to get in
touch with Yuvraj but he did respond.

CROSSWORD 4136

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

LK

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

: : : e AL AREN'T YOU
v, POINT 1S TO TRUMP. AT PASTE Ml Ay THEPOSTER 2Oy ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
SOUNTS UKE A PUSHOVER, . =l RMLIK FOR O LA ERCEION T You have too many Mars is now making
MOT SN EAST, chores to be able to its aggressive
HE HivE Mo do everything. This presence felt over a

may well be the
perfect time to off-load certain
responsibilities and allow
others to decide how such

part of your chart
concerned with ethics, morals
and legal questions.

You may therefore wish to

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

Wog 07 PR SROEEEG L Tk =
T ELEFDING. [ DNEASTER . ¥ EFT 'HARER
WS ® ¢ TS THRET WIEAHS [ 1ousT UM T LERRE THE
n-...l"_.,f T e T 50 T 17 TREES Yo P
ACROSS DOWN T ST A B e, [ BEET E"FLH e
1 Isinclined to make charges 1 Paidinformer(7) /_/_F
(5) 2 Lear'swry smile is bright and
4 Castpie out, thoughit won’t penetrating (5,4)
gobad(7) 3 Silas shows fibre whenin
8 Foolwhodoublesinfora trouble
killer (3) (5)
9 Agoodrest ordered for the 4 Amaleand afemale (6) h
benefit of the players 5 Atremendous task for
(54) climbers the day before a
10 Ranfastbutwas injured holiday (7)
having hit the front (7) 6 Toloveinexcess(3)
11 Bird thatis below par 7  Swear there’s nothing out of
(5) the way (5)
13 Hemp is used in making this 12 Sheinstructs and her charges M ARV' N by Tom ArmSt rong
jacket(6) are small
15 Lines of poetry or music (9)1 ] N LOoops LIKE MOM 1S
(6) 14 Values seem set for a change
18 I'milluminated round the (7) Fﬁﬂ L'IF' WFTH |M-E
edge (5) 16 Possibly respectasign of MESS |G LF i
19 Putinto liquidation(7) authority (7)
21 Actaboutnow (9) 17 Cameintochange the TH E' H‘:IHEE i
23 Takeacourse(3) pictures (6) L4
24 Isagood manabletogeta 18 Cyril makes up asong(5) E
game? (7) 20 Capital wear forabishop (5) 3
25 Follow directions, girl (5) 22 Pegmay put safety first(3) i
E
Solutions Crossword 4135: Across: 1Father’s Day, 8 Beryl, 9 Latimer, 10 Apostle, 11 i
Sonic, 12 Kitbag, 14 Astrid, 17 Puffs, 19 Elector, 21 Control, 22 Gains, 23 Easy i =
|

manner. Down: 2 Airport, 3 Helot, 4 Relief, 5 Detests, 6 Yemen, 7 Procedures, 8 Blank
space, 13 Asserts, 15 Ratline, 16 Bedlam, 18 Fence, 20 Egg on.

SHE FUT A CHILDPFREOOF
LOCK ON MY TOY BEOX

matters should be handled. You
may not be good at delegating
essential jobs, butit’s never too

late to learn.
have sometimes
exhausting. The Sunis now

TAURUS (Apr21 - May 21)
been mentally as
moving close enough to an

@ The past few months
well as physically

WO SRS, ) E BCHMIS intriguing relationship with
LR | |1 THIRG | WCE T orde o chieve your osls.
i T“E BER) 52 HBAE, B, you must spend as much '
i T P OF | ARPRLETC time as you need on rest
4 THE Wik, | FREML TO and recuperation.
1

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Youreally do seem to
have the whip-hand,
butIsuspect that
you are only now at

the very beginning of a phase

when you will discover your
true strength. Do not throw
your weight around
prematurely. But, then,[am
sure [ don’t have to remind you
that subtlety is the best policy.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
There’s still a very
strong chance that
something is going
to happen to make

you feel hurt or undermined.

However, there is no reason

why you should read anything

? which is unintended into

i chance remarks. If you're not
- sure what a partner means,
5 then say so.

i

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
People who have let
you down may not
deserve good
treatment, but

neither should you rush to take

revenge. After all, first you have
to ascertain that their motives

J UM BLE D WORDS » were bad. Otherwise you
Difficulty Level 2s . ] (0)] should just accept that mistakes
Instructions 3|Fl8 28|85 5§ N - were made. Do not allow
Given below are fourjumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, Ceas = |B|FiTl4tEr2|&r3 Q financial considerations to sway
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make your views known over

the coming week or so, but I'd

advise you now not to

bend the rules — at least, not

too far.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

You are having a

reminder of what

happened three

months’agoand a
taste of what is likely to take
place in about three months’
time. Don’t fall into the trap of
imagining that this is your last
chance, regardless of whether
your concern is private

or professional.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
The Moon’s
emotional passage
through your solar
chart can be

confused, and your precise

intentions are not always easy
to pin down. You may be
critical of low standards,
which s fine, but also much
too fussy, which is not. Be
tolerant of other people’s
little foibles.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Before you explore
new possibilities, do
investigate the
ethical alternatives.

It might be that there’s a better

way to do things. Also, check up

to seeif an overseas contact ora
foreign friend has something to
offer. If it'’s advice you're after,
women may be a better bet
than men.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
You appear to be
more concerned
about your short-
term happiness than

about others’ feelings but, quite

honestly, it is high time that
certain people stopped relying
onyou. Get your priorities
straight as soon as you can, and
then at least partners will be
able to decide whether to
support you or not.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

New planetary
alignments are
bound to lead you
along strange and
exciting paths. You can afford to
be optimistic socially, and
organise whatever meetings
will enable you to appreciate
your friends to the full. Younger
or more experienced friends
might set the pace.
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ADVERTORIAL

ITH THE vision of establishing
Wa Green society, Being Green is

an NGO working to alleviate
the stresses on our environment caused
by rampant deforestation, air pollution,
and other man made environmental
hazards. The NGO works in the field of
tree plantations, child education, solar
awareness and community service.
“The simplest initiative an individual
can take for our planet is just planting a
tree”, says Pankaj , Founder of Being
Green.

Believing in the mantra of ‘Act Green
for a better tomorrow’, Being Green
NGO conducts tree plantation drives
and other initiatives in Delhi-NCR to in-
crease the awareness regarding envi-
ronmental concerns in India. The NGO
educates children and people regard-
ing the degradation of our environment
and the ways to overcome this. They
also stress on the need to use the nat-
ural resources properly without wast-
ing them. This NGO is continuously en-
gaged in positively transforming the

BEING GREEN

people’s attitude and behavior towards
Mother Nature.

The NGO conducts tree plantation
drives through CSR activities of corpo-
rate companies. They have also con-
ducted these drives in many schools,
colleges and parks of Delhi-NCR. They
recently completed the plantation of
3000 trees in partnership with a big cor-
porate in various areas of Janakpuri, Ro-
hini and Paschim Vihar. This tree planta-
tion event was attended by many
school-going kids as well. In Najafgarh

also, they conducted a similar drive in
collaboration with a likeminded corpo-
rate.

Apart from this, Being Green con-
ducts special classes for children of the
labor community. This special initiative
aims at providing learning opportuni-
ties to these children so that they can
have a better life in future. The NGO
also organizes relief camps for people
displaced due to floods or earthquakes
And during corona pandemic situation.

www.beinggreens.org
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helpless by the novel coronavirus

disease (COVID-19). The disease
has posed a cruel choice to the world —
the society or the economy. Many coun-
tries accepted the pandemic as a chal-
lenge and responded in a comprehensive
manner. Those that didn't were mauled
by its devastating impact. People stood by
their chosen governments and showed
faith in the measures taken by the re-
spective heads of states. Though the pan-
demic is still wreaking its havoc, how-
ever, what is worth observing is the
resolve of the people and the govern-
ments all over the world. True, the eco-
nomic loss and dip in the financial health
of countries is mammoth and unsur-
passable in many aspects, however, ac-
cepting the problem and acting on it
proactively is something that many
countries failed to do so. These are the
rich economies that at the first place did-
n't accept the problem, in turn, delaying
their response to the pandemic.

With a population of 1.38 billionand a
fragile healthcare infrastructure, India is
still at a grave risk if punitive measures
are not taken seriously. In the past, the
country has been the hotbed of many
epidemics. In fact, the Spanish Flu of
1918 decimated between 50 and 100
million lives worldwide — possibly more
than both world wars combined — with
India being severely affected by it. The
Spanish Flu wiped out 6% of India’s en-
tire population at the time. So, in a sense,
the fear of COVID-19 in India is not un-
found, given the present circumstances.

Moreover, on March 14, in an apparent
jibe at the Indian governance system,
British economist Jim O'Neill said,
“Thank God this didn't start in some-
where like India, because there’s ab-
solutely no way that the quality of Indian
governance could move to react in the
way that the Chinese have done, that's
the good side of the Chinese model...."
On the contrary, the Indian government
has been able to curtail the spread of the
disease to a large extent, with the exten-
sive support of the citizens in following
the nationwide lockdown religiously. The
resolve of the people to stay behind
closed doors show massive faith in the
government's decision. Clearly, people of
India deserve applauds for their efforts
in making the lockdown successful de-
spite of all the worldly problems that
they faced during this time, especially the

The world today has been rendered

A Delicate Balance

Time has come to shift our focus to maintain a fine balance between our economic progress and
ecological stability, if we are to avert an environmental pandemic of sorts in future

migrant workers.

On similar lines, think what could
such aresolve and response would have
done to sort out the country’s critical en-
vironmental woes, especially air pollu-
tion? The answer lies in the acceptance
of this problem. The fact is that most of us
don’t see environmental pollution as a
problem at all, as we don't see people
dying daily just as the case is with
COVID-19. We don’t see daily news or
reports on the harmful effects of pollu-
tion on our health, or the fact that every
year nearly 1.2 million people die be-
cause of air pollution alone. People find
it hard to believe that pollution can ac-
tually kill. Consider how rampant is air
pollution in our country when 15 out of
the world’s top 20 polluted cities are in
India. In fact, environmental pollution is
a silent killer, affecting our lungs and
causing serious respiratory ailments es-
pecially in the elderly and children.

Dealing with environmental issues is
an onerous task, given the manifold
constraints that it encompasses. How-
ever, there is a serious need to deal with
this harsh reality in a profound manner
before it's too late to do so. The Central
Government and state governments
need to take collaborative efforts along
with the civil society and industries to
address the issues related to environ-
mental challenges. Like in the present
crisis of COVID-19, states should be held
accountable to enforce measures and
initiatives to put an impetus in their ef-
forts to reduce pollution.

The need is to understand and shoul-
der the responsibilities that each one of
us has towards Mother Nature. The
economy is important but so is the need
to understand the carrying capacity of
Nature. The pandemic has exposed all
the myths and realities regarding our
developmental agendas and has ren-
dered us vulnerable in every aspect. Ex-
pansion of economies has to be hand in
hand keeping in view the environmental
constraints in mind and not meddling
with them in any way.

The onus of protecting and conserving
our environment lies on us, just like it
does currently for the abatement of
COVID-19. Every year on June 5, the
world comes together to observe ‘World
Environment Day’ to promote and en-
courage environmental responsibility
and the conservation of natural re-
sources. Though the pollution in our river
systems and air has abated for now, it is
going to return to haunt us again if we

don't pay heed to the lessons learnt from
the corona crisis — there has to be a joint
effort at all levels in combating the envi-
ronmental pollution rather than in-
dulging in blame games, otherwise we
might soon come face to face with an en-
vironmental pandemic of sorts.
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OXYGEN IN COVID
TREATMENT IS RE-

QUIRED UN-DIS-
RUPTED. MEDO-MED-
ICAL OXYGEN
GENERATOR IS A SOLU-
TION DEVELOPED BY
ABSSTEM TO MAKE IN-
DIA OXYGEN SUFFI-
CIENT & ITHAS ALSO
COME AS THE SAVER
FOR THE ENVIRON-
MENT.

Supporting India’s
global climate pledge to
lower down annual carbon
footprints has been well
taken up by the Absstem
through its advanced med-
ical oxygen generation sys-
tem. Absstem started 3
years back having a vision
in heart to empower India
and make an #Atmanirbhar
Bharat. Their sustained ef-
forts for each process in-
volved in the manufactur-
ing of the system as well as
when the oxygen plantis in
operation are proofs to-
wards reducing carbon
footprints.

MEDO runs 100% on
electricity, exhaust gases
are 100% cleaned with in-
let air filtration at the start,
eliminates daily trans-
portation requirement of
oxygen delivery, designed
for an extended lifetime of
operation, optimized raw
material sourcing and eco-
manufacturing makes a
strong stand in contribu-
tion towards our country's
carbon/co2 emission re-
duction and vows to re-
duce more
GHG in future through
other technological
advancements.

www.absstem.com,
medo@absstem.com
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SAVE TREES - SAVE ENVIRONMENT
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MAK SYSTEMS PRIVATE LIMITED
Call: 8800190019, 8800190020

service@maxxups.com WWW.maxxups.com
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Bhartiya Rail Bijlee Company Limited

(A Subsidiary of NTPC Ltd. in JV with Ministry of Railways)
Nabinagar Thermal Power Project (4X250MW)
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