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Hawk Geelani quits
as Hurriyat faction
chief, slams rival bid
for ‘parallel structure’

Amid Ladakh, GOVT CITES ‘EMERGENT NATURE OF THREATS’
Covid crises,
PM to address
nation today
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

AS THE country moves into the
second phase of the Unlock, and
thestandoffwithChinaineastern
Ladakhcontinues,PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi will address the
nation at 4 pm on Tuesday.
His address
will come two
days after his
monthly Mann
ki Baat radio
programme,
duringwhichhe
had reiterated
the country’s
Address at
commitment to
4 pm
safeguard its
sovereignty and
territorial integrity, and had asked citizensto
not be negligent as the economy
reopened.
The PM had paid tributes to
the 20 soldiers who were killed
in the clashes with Chinese
troops on June 15 in Galwan valley. “Those who cast an evil eye
on Indian soil in Ladakh have got
abefittingresponse,”hehadsaid.
On Covid-19, the PM had
askedpeopletobemorevigilant.
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Star TV chief
Uday Shankar
is guest at
e-Adda today

Virtual strike: India bans TikTok and
58 other apps with Chinese links

Decisioncomesamidtenseborderstandoff withChinaandafter
state-ownedtelecomfirmsmovedtokeepoutChinesevendors

ACTIVE USERS
IN INDIA

PRANAV MUKUL,
KARISHMA MEHROTRA
& AASHISH AARYAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

TikTok

CITINGTHE “emergentnatureof
threats” from mobile applications, including popular ones of
Chinese origin such as TikTok,
ShareIt,UCBrowser,ClubFactory
and CamScanner, the Centre
Monday banned 59 apps based
on information that they were

120 mn

UC Browser

130 mn

ShareIt

400 mn

Helo

50 mn*

* monthly active users
Source: company figures
2018-2019
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IN ITS exercise of coercive diplomacy with
China amid the tense
standoff in Ladakh, the
government has, for
now, picked up a lowdenomination item – mobile
apps, given their limited impact
onIndianbusinessesbutonethat
has a disproportionately large

presence in the mass consumer
segment.
Banning 59 mobile apps that
have Chinese overhang is both a
statement of intent and
astrongsignal.Thismay
not hurt India given the
alternatives in the app
space but for China, the
Indian app market is
growing and valuable.
More so because internet
costshereareoneofthelowestin
the world, and consumers number over 800 million. Nearly half
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An IAF chopper in Ladakh on Monday. PTI

ofthesesmartphoneusersarebelow25andhungryforcontenton
their devices.
ThisisprobablythefirstbigactionthathitsChinesebusinessinterestsinIndia.Twomonths ago,
in April, the Department for
Promotion of Industry and
InternalTrade,madeitmandatory
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THE MAGISTRATE appointed by
the Madras High Court to probe
the alleged custodial deaths of a
fatherandsonatThoothukudiin
Tamil Nadu has written to the
courtsayingofficersof thepolice
stationconcernedhaddestroyed
evidence, did not cooperate in
the investigation, and had tried
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P Jeyaraj and J Bennix
to intimidate the judicial team.
Kovilpatti Judicial Magistrate
Bharathidasan has told the court
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NEW DELHI, JUNE 29
CORPS COMMANDERS of the
Indian and Chinese armies are
scheduled to meet Tuesday
morning at the Chushul border
point as part of efforts to deescalatethesituationontheLine
of Actual Control in Ladakh.
Thiswillbethethirdmeeting
betweenXIVCorpsCommander

6.12

6.53

19,459
12,010

BasedondailydatafromUnionMinistryofHealth,ICMRandstates.Oftendailynumbersincludedata
frompreviousdays.Assuch,trendsbasedondailynumbersareindicative,notdefinitive

that the hostility had eventually
forced them to stop the inquiry
mid-way on Sunday night and
leave the Sathankulam Police
Station, where P Jeyaraj and son J
Bennix were allegedly tortured,
leadingtotheirdeathsonJune22.
Following the complaint, the
High Court Monday directed the
district collector to depute revenue officers to take control of
the Sathankulam station. The

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Unlock 2: More flights,
trains, but no schools
and colleges till July 31
DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
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Judicial team probing torture ‘harassed’,
HC orders takeover of TN police station

BUSINESS AS USUAL

TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE
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Retaliatory step signals intent, blocks Corps Commanders to
China access to growing youth market meet at Chushul today
in new de-escalation bid
ANIL SASI &

Uday
Shankar

ASCOMPETITIVEsportgradually
resumes around the world, the
BCCI is considering holding the
Indian Premier League (IPL) behind closed doors later this year.
The possible return of live sport
offersarayof hopetolockdownhitadvertisersdesperatetoclamber onto the cricket bandwagon.
AndtoBCCI'sofficialbroadcaster
Star TV, it presents the unique
challengeof telecastingmatches
from empty stadiums.
On Tuesday evening, The
Indian Express willhostanonline
Adda with Uday Shankar, president, The Walt Disney Company
(Asia Pacific) and chairman, Star
&DisneyIndia.Hewillbeinconversation with Anant Goenka,
Executive Director, The Indian
Express Group, and Sandeep
Dwivedi, National Sports Editor.
Shankar, who was born in

engagedinactivities“prejudicial
tosovereigntyandintegrity”,defence, security and public order.
The move is seen as a retaliatory step amid the tense border
standoff between India and
China that led to 20 Indian Army
personnel being killed on June
15. State-owned telecom companieshavesincemovedtokeep
Chinesevendorsoutof theirnetwork upgradation tenders.
“The Ministry of Information

TakesswipeatseparatistsinPoK:No
power,wanttobeinPakpowercorridor

THE CENTRE on Monday issued
guidelines for Unlock Phase II,
beginning from July 1, with relaxations in night curfew, provision for more domestic flights
and trains, and clearance for
more than five people in a shop.
However, schools, colleges
and other educational institutions will remain closed till July
31, and Metro rail, multiplexes,
gyms,swimmingpools,barsand
auditoriums will stay shut until
further orders.
An order issued by Union
Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla said
thataspertheinstructionsof the
National Disaster Management
Authority, more activities were
being allowed in a calibrated
mannerinareasoutsidecontainment zones. Inside containment
zones, lockdown measures have
been extended till July 31.

Lt General Harinder Singh and
South Xinjiang Military Region
Commander Major General Liu
Lin. They will meet at the border
pointinChushul—theJune6and
June 22 meetings were held at
Moldo on the Chinese side.
At their last meeting, the
Corps Commanders reached
“mutualconsensustodisengage”
while discussing “friction areas”
such as Galwan Valley, Hot

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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IN A sudden move Monday, separatist leader Syed Ali Shah
Geelani resigned as chief of the
hardline faction of the Hurriyat
Conference, complaining that
constituents of the amalgam
failedtoleadthepeople afterabrogation of Jammu and
Kashmir’s special status, “overstepped the limits”, and tried to
“create a parallel structure”.
He also took a swipe at the
Hurriyat leadership in Pakistan
andPakistan-occupiedKashmir,
calling it “just a representative
forum” with “no power to take
any decision” and using its influenceto“getclosetopowercorridors” in Pakistan.
The ailing Geelani, who is 91,
became life-time chief of the
hardlinefaction,floatedafterthe
split of the Hurriyat Conference
in 2003.
The other faction is led by

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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UNLOCKS
AN EXPRESS SERIES
DIPANKAR GHOSE

BHAGALPUR, JUNE 29
OVER50peoplearecrammedinto
one room of the Community
Health Centre. An Additional
Primary Health Centre is found
locked in the middle of the day.

Two doctors manage a Primary
HealthCentrefor1.42lakhpeople.
InBihar'sBhagalpur,thefight
against Covid captures the challengefacedbymanysmalltowns
across India. The district, which
is at the centre of the state's outbreak with 479 cases — second
afterPatnawith584—hasanaspirational town with ambitions
of becoming a “Smart City”.
But in its villages, health solutions are far from smart:
crowded rooms, staff and patientswithoutmasksandgloves,

Sample collection in
Shahkund, Bhagalpur.
Dipankar Ghose

flawed testing protocols and
patchy infrastructure.
At Dariyapur, where Union
Minister of State for Health and
Family Welfare Ashwini Kumar
Choubey hails from, the additional PHC was shut with residents complaining that they
have to travel 15 km for basic
treatment. Officials say it is open
only to conduct immunisation.
TheIndianExpressvisitedfour
ruralhealthcentresinBhagalpur
in the span of a day. And this is
what emerged:

Hurriyat’s
rapid loss
● of ground

EVEN BEFORE the abrogation of J&K’s special status
last August, separatist politics in the Valley had lost
traction. With most leaders
now under detention, those
free, including Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, have preferred
silence. Given this, Geelani's
resignation doesn't mean
much for separatist politics.
It may lead to disintegration
of the Hurriyat, and propel
a younger, hardline leadership.

SUSHANT SINGH

CEASEFIRE VIOLATIONS

AS TENSIONS run high on the
Line of Actual Control(LAC)with
China, the other active border,
the Line of Control (LoC) with
Pakistan, has not seen any dip in
intensity this year, raising the
spectre of two active military
fronts at the same time.
Moreover,counter-militancyoperations in Kashmir Valley continue at a tempo much higher
than previous years.
There have been 382 ceasefire violations (CFVs) recorded
on the LoC in May and 302 in
June so far, rising sharply from
221 and 181 CFVs recorded dur-

2019

3,168

2020

2,215*

2018

1,629

MILITANTS KILLED
2018

254

2019

158

2020

119*
*Till June 25

ing these months last year.
Meanwhile, security forces have
beenequallycommittedinfighting militancy — 41 militants
killed in the month of June itself.
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ECONOMY
BHARAT BIOTECH’S
COVID VACCINE FIRST
IN INDIA TO GET NOD
FOR HUMAN TRIALS P15
Statesarefreetoputmorerestrictions they deem necessary,
though they can’t seal borders.
“States/ UTs, based on their assessment of the situation, may
prohibitcertainactivitiesoutside
the containment zones…
However,thereshallbenorestrictiononinter-stateandintra-state
movementof personsandgoods
including those for cross landborder trade under treaties with
neighbouring countries. No separate permission/ approval/ epermit will be required for such
movements,” the guidelines say.
More domestic flights and
passenger trains will operate in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

In Bhagalpur, tale of 4 health centres: Crowded
rooms, staff and patients without masks, gloves
ASADISTRICT

Syed Ali
Shah
Geelani

Pak tries to heat up LoC,
41 militants killed this
month in stepped-up ops
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

7 KILLED IN ATTACK
ON KARACHI STOCK
EXCHANGE, INDIA
SLAMS PAK CHARGES
GLOBAL COVID-19
DEATHS TOP 5 LAKH

E
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Primary Health Centre
SABOUR,11.25AM

Entryismonitoredbyaguard
with a mask on his face, but no
gloves. A few feet inside, two
women are seated behind a
small table with some papers
andathermaltemperaturescanner. One of them is nurse Rekha
Kumari, who has a mask but no
gloves, although there is a box of
surgical gloves on the table.
As people approach, many
without masks, Kumari checks
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HOWPLAGUERESULTEDINALAWANDTRIGGEREDSENSEOFNATIONALISTRESISTANCE

Why some Covid cases
are showing symptoms
of a rare disease

Themostfar-reachingimpactoftheplaguewasuponthepoliticalatmosphereofthecountry.Ithadalso
becomeapretextforanassaultontherisingpoliticalconsciousnessamongIndiansintheearly20thcentury

VIDEO OF THE DAY

STORIES OF STRENGTH

EXPERT EXPLAINS:
MANISH SABHARWAL

KEEPINGNIZAMUDDIN
BASTISAFEWITHMASKS

Session with TeamLease
co-founder and RBI
Central Board director

Themasksarestitched
bywomenof the
Insha-e-Noorcollective

NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY
In the latest episode of the 3 Things, we talk
to a paediatric infectious diseases expert
about the Kawasaki like symptoms in
children suffering from COVID-19

FROM PAGE ONE
E-Adda today

Muzaffarpur, Bihar, has a Masters degree in economics
fromDelhi'sJawaharlalNehruUniversity.Heforgedasuccessful career as a print and broadcast journalist before
taking the untrodden, slippery path of broadcast management. His journey from a newsman to the country's
powerful broadcast executive has been hugely eventful.
Known for his innovative programming and calculated aggression, Shankar led Star's foray into the digital
spacewithHotstar.Sidesteppingthecritics,Starlaunched
the streaming service a few years ago, and now close to
100 million sports fans tune in for a game.
Shankar has orchestrated several coups, like acquiring the IPL broadcast and media rights from Sony. He
trumped 13 other competitors that included Facebook,
Reliance Jio, and Bharti Airtel, apart from Sony.
The Express Adda is a series of informal interactions
organisedbyTheIndianExpressGroupandfeaturesthose
at the centre of change. Past guests at the event include
FinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharaman,formerUKDeputy
Prime Minister and Vice-President of Global Affairs and
CommunicationsatFacebookNickClegg,theDalaiLama,
economist and Nobel laureate Amartya Sen, oncologist
andPulitzerPrize-winningauthorSiddharthaMukherjee,
writerWilliamDalrymple,CongressleaderandRajasthan
Deputy Chief Minister Sachin Pilot, world badminton
champion P V Sindhu, and national badminton coach
Pullela Gopichand.

TN torture

courtalsoinitiatedcriminalcontemptactionagainstASP
D Kumar, DSP Prathapan and Constable Maharajan,
named by Bharathidasan in his complaint. On Monday
evening, the Tamil Nadu government passed an order
transferring probe into the deaths of Jeyaraj and Bennix
to the CBI.
Themagistrate’snotetotheHighCourtconfirmsthe
torture allegations, saying witnesses had testified that
“both father and son were beaten by lathis throughout
thenight,tillearlyhours…”.Theblood-stainedlathisand
thetablesonwhichthemenweremadetoliedownwere
wiped later. He adds, “When (we) asked officers to produce the lathis, they did not oblige… After we insisted,
the lathis were submitted.”
A source at the High Court, quoting Bharathidasan’s
complaint,toldTheIndianExpressthatthejudicialteam
reached the Sathankulam station around 12.45 pm
Sunday. In his complaint, the magistrate says that ASP
Kumar and DSP Prathapan, the two senior officers present, made no effort to acknowledge their presence.
Instead, the complaint says, Kumar “flexed his muscles
and biceps”.
When the judicial team called for the daily register
andotherdocumentsforinspection,themagistratesays,
thetwoofficersmadetheirdispleasureevidentbyabusingtheirsubordinatesandadoptinga“threatening”tone.
Accordingtothesource,Bharathidasansaysthatthedocumentswereeventuallybroughtoutonebyone,inabid
to delay the inspection.
Thejudicialteamincludedexpertswhocoulddownload and retrieve CCTV footage, crucial evidence in the
case. However, Bharathidasan writes, the system was
“configuredinsuchawaythatthedatagetserasedevery
day… Incidents recorded on June 19 (the night Jeyaraj
andBennixspentincustodyattheSathankulamstation)
were seen to be in (an) erased state.”
Theteaminsertedaharddiskithadbroughtalongto
check whether the system was working, the magistrate
says, and it was.
Bharathidasan writes that after they had taken photos and videos of the station premises, they first called

ConstableMaharajanforinterrogation.Hesaystheconstablewas“not
forthcoming”and,atfirst,“appeared
scared”. But later, at one point, Maharajanapparentlycameclosetothe
magistrate and muttered in Tamil,
“Unnaalonnumpudungamudiyaadu
(you cannot do anything here).”
With Maharajan alleged to be
among the officers who had tortured Jeyaraj and Bennix, the magistrate says they asked him for his
lathi. “First he said his lathi was (at)
hisnativeplace,andthensaiditwas
(at) his police quarters. He walked
off, refusing to cooperate, he responded rudely to our request. Finally he said he has no lathi,” the
complaintsays,addingthatheeventuallygaveitaftermuchpersuasion.
According to the magistrate,
even as Maharajan’s questioning
was on, another policeman “ran
away” when asked for his lathi.
The team also talked to Head
ConstableRevathi,whowaspresent
at the station on June 19 night.
According to the source, the magistrate says they spent a long time
with Revathi and tried to make her
feel at ease, but she was “very worried and anxious”, fearing the reaction of her seniors. Bharathidasan
writes that she only agreed to sign
herwitnessstatementaftertheyassured her protection.
Meanwhile, outside,policemen
gathered under a tree and openly
abused the judicial team, as others
recordedallthatwashappeningon
their cellphones. The magistrate’s
complaint says their intention
clearlywastointimidatewitnesses.
The team decided to leave the
stationwhentheyfelt“thesituation
wasworsening”,thecomplaintsays.
TamilNaduDGPJKTripathydid
not reply to queries sent to him.
Asked about the intimidation allegations, Thoothukudi district SP
Arun Balagopal said, “I will comment later.”
ThoothukudiCollectorSandeep
Nandurisaidjudicialmagistratesdo
notreporttohim.“If thereisacomplaint against police officers, the
court will give directions for appropriateaction.IheardthattheMadras
HC issued an order in this regard. I
am yet to see the order,” he said.

Bhagalpur

fortemperatureanddirectstheminside. “If they have come for tests, or
if theyhavesymptoms,Isendthem
totheregistrationcounter,”shesays.
The hospital has two doctors,
one of them AYUSH, for the entire
blockwithapopulationofover1.42
lakh. “Mostly, it is either contacts of
peoplewhohavecomefromoutside
and have symptoms, or those chosenatrandombyAshaworkers.We
send the samples to Bhagalpur for
testing.Thepeoplewhocomehere,
evenwithsymptoms, are sentback
forhomequarantine.Iftheytestpositive, an ambulance is sent to take
themtotheCovidCareCentreorisolationwardinthedistrictheadquarters,” says a doctor.
At the registration centre, two
stafferssitbehindacomputeranda
register. None of them have masks
on. Nobody at the PHC is wearing a
PPEkit.Thedoctorsaysthereare“10
or 12” in stock, mainly for the lab
technician who collects samples.
The technician, Mohammad
Firdaus, walks in at 11.50 am, wearing a mask and a hairnet.
Oneroomhasaboardthatreads
“Corona Virus Isolation Ward”. The
ramshackle door is open, and four
steelbedswithsignsofrustarehaphazardly placed. There are no oxygen cylinders, no monitors. Dr
Shyam Narayan, the AYUSH doctor,
says, “This is not functional yet. For
that,wewillneedtosanitiseittwice
a day and seal it off. We don’t have
the facilities to do that.”

Primary Health Centre
NATHNAGAR,12.35PM

Unlike the PHC in Sabour, there
arenotablesforscreeningatthisreferralfacility.Therearenocheckson
entryormovement,either.Inside,to
the left, is a small crowd waiting for
maternitycheck-ups,manywithout
masks.
Dr Anjana Kumari, in-charge,
saystherearesixdoctors,andattendance is not a problem. “Each day,

India bans 59 apps with Chinese link
Technology has received many
complaints from various sources,
including several reports about
misuseof somemobileappsavailableonAndroidandiOSplatforms
for stealing and surreptitiously
transmittingusers’datainanunauthorised manner to servers which
have locations outside India,” the
government said in a statement.
“Thecompilationofthesedata,
its mining and profiling by elements hostile to national security
and defence of India, which ultimately impinges upon the sovereignty and integrity of India, is a
matter of very deep and immediate concern, which requires emergency measures,” it said.
“Onthebasisoftheseandupon
receiving of recent credible inputs
thatsuchAppsposethreattosovereignty and integrity of India, the
Government...hasdecidedtodisallowtheusageofcertainApps,used
in both mobile and non-mobile
Internet enabled devices,” it said.
An IT Ministry spokesperson
said those who have already installed these apps will not receive
updates, while internet service

providerswillbeaskedtoblockaccess to these platforms. The
spokesperson said that Google’s
Play Store and Apple’s App Store
have been directed to remove the
apps. Before the announcement,
sources said, a key meeting was
heldbetweenHomeMinisterAmit
Shah, External Affairs Minister S
JaishankarandCommerceMinister
Piyush Goyal.
The move, however, was executed by the IT Ministry’s Indian
Computer Emergency Response
Team (CERT-In) and approved by
the National Cyber Security
Coordinator(NCSC)whoisapartof
the National Security Council
Secretariat, sources said.
NCSCheadRajeshPanttoldThe
IndianExpress:“Wehavetechnical
means of finding out where the
data is going, what the hidden
codes are. Based on these findings
andanaccumulationofcomplaints,
this decision has been taken in a
whole-of-governmentapproach...”
Asked about concerns over
Chinese retaliation, he said: “I am
notworriedaboutanybacklashby
anyone.” On some of the applica-

tions listed not being “Chineseowned”, Pant said: “The company
mayberegisteredinSingaporebut
theserversareinChinaandChinais
collecting the data.”
Describing the move as a “momentous decision”, an official
linkedtocybersecurityinatopgovernment organisation said: “It will
impact mobile phones from China
asmostoftheseappsareimportant
components in their ecosystem
andpricing.Theseappmakerspay
commissions to the phone makers.” Among the apps banned underSection69Aof theInformation
Technology Act are some of the
most downloaded in the country,
withIndiansmakingupthelargest
chunk of many user bases.
For instance, Indians make up
thelargestbaseof TikTok,whichis
ownedbyByteDance.Accordingto
app tracking platform Sensor
Tower, the 611 million total downloads from India, including multipledownloadsbyoneuser,formalmostathirdofthevideoplatform's
base.
ButIndiadidnotfeatureamong
itstoprevenuegenerators,record-

ing Rs 25 crore for quarter-ended
December 2019. In the US, the app
has been downloaded 165 million
times, with revenues of $86.5 million (over Rs 650 crore) in 2019.
China, with nearly 197 million
users, contributed $331 million
(aroundRs2,500crore)duringthe
year, according to Sensor Tower.
Inablogpostlastmonth,Nikhil
Gandhi, India Head - TikTok, had
said that the app’s India team had
1,000 employees across eight offices.Lastyear,TikTok’sparentcompanyBytedancehadannouncedan
investment of $1billion in its India
business over three years.
Likee, which is owned by
Singapore-basedBIGO,UCBrowser
(117million),ShareIt(108million),
and Helo also figured among the
toptotaldownloadsforIndianslast
year, according to Sensor Tower.
Othermajorappstobebanned
by the Centre include Alibaba
Group’s UCBrowser and UCNews,
e-commerce site Club Factory — a
local seller base of 30,000 as of
December2019—andseveralapps
by Xiaomi, one of the highest-selling smartphone brands.

Pak tries to heat up LoC, 41 militants killed
Official data accessed by The
Indian Express shows that there
have been 2215 CFVs recorded on
theLoCtillJune25thisyear.Atotal
of 3168 CFVs were recorded in
2019, and 1629 in 2018.
The number of CFVs had shot
upafterthegovernment’sdecision
last August to abrogate Article 370
in J&K and carve out J&K and
Ladakh as two separate Union
Territories.
“On the LoC, the number of
CFVshadgoneuplastyearandhas
remained high since. It is unlikely
that it will come down anytime
soon.ThePakistanarmyiskeenon
sending militants across as its aim
istomakethissummerinKashmir
‘hot’. We are responding in good
measure to its actions on the LoC,”
an official said.
ThisechoeswhatLtGeneralBS
Raju, Chinar Corps Commander,
told this newspaper on April 30:
“There is only one reason for the
near constant ceasefire violation:
Pakistan’s attempt to assist more
terrorists to infiltrate into India in
order to disrupt normalcy in the
Kashmir valley. Pakistan Army fawe are given a target of how many
to test. Today, we have to collect 30
samples,” she says. Nobody in the
PHCiswearingaPPEkit,butKumari
saysthelabtechnicianwhocollects
samples will. Soon, the collection
starts from a window partially covered by a thin, torn plastic sheet.

Additional PHC

DARIYAPURVILLAGE,1.40PM

Thisfacilitydoesnotcollectsamples,butisthefirstportofcallforthe
village. The walls seem freshly
painted,andhasasign:“Healthand
WellnessCentre”.Thegateislocked.
Kanhai Singh, who stays next
door, says the centre opens “sometimes” for “an hour or two for the
stafftofileattendanceandleave”.“If
someonefromthevillagefallsill,we
go to Shahkund,” he says.
Shankar Paswan, another resident,isangrybecausehewasoneof
the labourers that built the facility.
“WeaskGodtokeepussafebecause
the door is always shut,” he says.
Bhagalpur Civil Surgeon Vijay
Kumar Singh says the additional
PHC “opens only on the day immunisation has to be carried out”.

Community Health
Centre
SHAHKUND,2.55PM

TheCHCisinthemiddleofpooltesting 100 people. Outside the
room of Dr J P Singh, the in-charge,
are at least 20 people. The registrationisbeingdonenextdoorbyfour

cilitates these infiltration attempts.”
“Pakistan’s persistence in infiltratingterrorists,proliferatingfalse
propaganda are intended to disturb peace and its actions are unlikely to change anytime soon,” Lt
General Raju said.
BesidesmanningtheLoCinJ&K
to prevent infiltration, security
forces have also increased the
tempo of counter-militancy operationsinthehinterlandduringthe
summer. After the ban on mobile
telephonyandinternetinthewake
of abrogation of Article 370 last
year, intelligence inputs to the security forces had dried up which
had adversely affected intelligence-based operations.
As per official data, of the 119
militants killed in Kashmir Valley
tillJune25thisyear,41werekilled
inthecurrentmonth.Atotalof158
militantswerekilledin2019,down
from 254 in 2018 and 213 in 2017.
Lt General (retd) Subrata Saha,
member of the National Security
AdvisoryBoard,whoservedasthe
Chinar Corps Commander, said,
“The security forces in Kashmir

have been additionally proactive,
given the tense situation on the
Line of Actual Control against
China, it is a good strategy to keep
the terrorists on the run.”
“Becauseof thepressureinthe
hinterland, the handlers in
Pakistan are trying to heat up the
LoCtodivertattentionoftheArmy.
It is also trying to push infiltration
tomakeupforthedenudingnumbers of terrorists,” Lt General Saha
said.
Military officers, however,
warn that while the Army is currentlydeployedonboththeactive
borders–withChinaandPakistan
– it should not be seen as a twofront war. They refer to the explanation provided by Army Chief
General MMNaravane lastmonth
about the two-front war, where
boththefrontswouldnotbe100%
active.
Speaking at the Manohar
Parrikar Institute for Defence
StudiesandAnalyses(MPIDSA)on
May15,GeneralNaravanesaidthat
the two-front war “is a possibility.
It is not that it is going to happen
every time. We have to be alive to

staffers,theirfacescoveredbutwith
no gloves. There are over 50 people
waiting,squashednexttoeachother
inchairs.Thedriverofoneofthetwo
ambulances, both hired from a private operator, says he hasn’t got his
salary since April, and has not been
given a PPE kit. “I transport positive
cases almost every day,” he says.
Outside, there is a plastic sheet
taped across a window, with two
holes through which a man in a
makeshift PPE sticks his hands out
to take nose and throat swabs. The
samplesaredroppedintoatesttube
heldbythepersonbeingtested,who
puts it in a box kept in the open.
Askedabouttheproblemsfaced
by these health centres, Civil
Surgeon Singh says, “Whatever directions come from above, we pass
themon.WewillaskthePHCsabout
all these issues and tell them to
strictly ensure social distancing.”

been deployed in Ladakh, and the
Army has moved additional divisions to the region.
“Wherever we are deployed, air
defence is something integral. It is
aninherentpartof deployment.So,
airdefencehavingbeendeployedis
natural,” the source said.
The XIV Corps, the source said,
has its own air defence element
there, but with “more Air Force and
Armydeployment,proportionalair
defence element has also been
brought in”.
Anothersourcefromthedefence
establishment said: “In this heightened state of readiness, necessary
measures have been taken by all
services working in an integrated
environment to ensure that we are
ready for all eventualities.”

Chushul meet

Springs and Pangong Tso.
Armysourcespointedtoa“trust
deficit” between the two sides followingtheGalwanValleyclashesin
which20Indiansoldierswerekilled
on June 15. Chinese troops, sources
said, have continued to build infrastructure near Pangong Tso and
Galwan, and have also made incursionsintheDepsangPlains,closeto
Daulat Beg Oldie, India’s strategic
base near the Karakoram Pass.
To mirror the Chinese build-up,
a top source in the Army said, additional air defence elements have
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thedaystocome,withtheMinistry
ofHomeAffairsorderindicatingthat
international travel might also see
furtherrelaxation.“Internationalair
travel has been permitted in a limitedmannerundertheVandeBharat
mission. Further opening up will
take place in a calibrated manner,”
it said.
Night curfew will now be from
10 pm to 5 am, instead of 9 pm to 5
am. The Home Ministry order said
this was being done for “seamless
operationofindustrialunitsinmultiple shifts, movement of persons
and goods on National and State
Highways,loadingandunloadingof
cargo and movement of persons to

all contingencies which can happen,variousscenariosthatcanunfold.Wehavetoremainalivetothe
possibility.”
“But to assume that in all cases
both fronts would be 100 per cent
active, I think that would be an incorrect assumption to make. In
dealing with the two-front scenario, there will always be a priority front and a secondary front.
Thatishowwelookatdealingwith
thistwo-frontthreat,”hehadsaid,
underlining that the priority front
would be addressed in a different
mannerwhilethesecondaryfront
willbekeptasdormantaspossible
just to conserve resources to focus
on the priority front.
“We should not look at a twofront scenario just as a military responsibility.Acountrydoesnotgo
towarwithitsarmedforcesalone.
It has other pillars like diplomatic
corps and other organs of governmentwhichwillcomeintoplayto
make sure that we are not forced
into a corner where we will have
todealwithtwoadversariesatthe
sametimeandinfullstrength,”the
Army Chief had said.
their destinations after disembarkingfrombuses,trainsandairplanes”.
Depending upon their size and
abilitytoensurephysicaldistancing,
shops can now have more than five
persons at a time.
About educational institutions,
the guidelines issued on Monday
say, “After extensive consultation
with states and UTs, it has been decided that schools, colleges and
coaching institutions will remain
closedtillJuly31.”Theguidelinesissued on May 30 had said a decision
on opening of schools and colleges
would be taken in July.
Despite requests from states
such as Delhi, the Centre has not
given green signal to operation of
Metro services. Cinema halls, gymnasiums, swimming pools, entertainmentparks,theatres,bars,auditoriumsandsimilarplacesshallalso
remain shut.
Also prohibited are “social/ political/ sports/ entertainment/ academic/ cultural/ religious functions
and other large congregations”.
“Dates for re-starting the above activities may be decided separately
and necessary SOPs shall be,” the
guidelines say.

Geelani

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq. With
Geelani’s resignation, there is speculationonhissuccessorinthehardline group and its future. The spotlight is also on Mirwaiz Farooq and
Yasin Malik’s JKLF.
In his resignation letter, Geelani

New Delhi

saidtherewas no changein his ideology and that he would “continue
to fight”. Without naming anyone,
heaccusedasectionof theHurriyat
leadership of abdicating responsibilityaftertheabrogationofthespecial status of Jammu and Kashmir
and its bifurcation into two Union
Territories.
“The hope was that they
(Hurriyat leaders) would stand
againstthis…andfulfiltheirresponsibilities to encourage the people,”
Geelani said in the letter. “Despite
unprecedentedrestrictionsanddetention, I tried to reach out to you
people,butyouwerenotavailable,”
he said.
Thereareseveralreasonsbehind
Geelani’s dissociation from the
HurriyatConferenceatthisjuncture.
Although poor health and his advanced age have substantially restrictedhisactivities,Geelani’sdecision, sources said, is seen as a
response to the disenchantment
with the leadership following the
abrogation of the special status of
J&Kandtheseriesofmovesthatfollowed.
AsourceclosetoGeelanitoldThe
Indian Express that “he does not
want to take responsibility of decisions taken by any Hurriyat leader
that would put a question mark on
hiscredibilityatthisstageofhislife”.
“Whilemostleaders arebehind
bars, Geelani has reports that a few
who are free and are running the
Hurriyat on the ground are now
close to the government and some
nationalpoliticalparties,”thesource
said. “Before these leaders take any
decision, he decided to dissociate,”
the source said.

First rung

for foreign direct investment from
neighbouringcountriestotakeprior
government approval.
This was also aimed at curbing
opportunistic takeovers/ acquisitions of Indian companies during
times of the Covid-19 pandemic,
whenvaluationswereatnewlows.
As against the strategy of stopping physical goods, which could
be challenged by China at the
World Trade Organisation, this focus on the technology sector is being seen as one that could be more
effective from New Delhi's perspective.
A ban on physical goods will
also adversely impact India’s business and economy while hardly
making a dent on China's.
This may, however, be just the
first rung in what could be an escalatory ladder. Barely 10 days ago,
the Press Information Bureau Fact
Check handle on Twitter had deniedthatthegovernmenthadprohibited some apps from being
made available on App Stores.
This was in response to a fake
orderwhichsaidthatChineseapps
including CamScanner, Tik Tok,
Clash of Kings and a dozen others
had been prohibited.
While the FDI approval norms
werechangedcitingconcerns over
hostiletakeovers,analyststracking
Chinese investmentssaid,itwould
make it difficult for Chinese tech
giants such as Tencent and Alibaba
to invest in Indian IT start-ups.
Over2015-19,Chineseinvestors
including Alibaba, Tencent, TR
CapitalandHillhouseCapital,have
invested over $5.5 billion in Indian
start-ups, according to Venture
Intelligence that tracks private equity,venturecapital,M&Atransactions and valuations, in India.
In fact, Venture Intelligence
data shows that at least 16 of the
29 unicorns (start-ups valued at
more than $1billion now) have at
least one Chinese investor.
As India became part of the
global trade, it really did not develop any specific China-centric
policy, said a former Commerce
Secretary.“Ourpolicyboileddown
to anti-dumping duty, safeguards
and trade barriers,” he said.
However,nowthegovernmenthas
started looking at specific policies
in at least a few sectors like mobile
manufacturing,activepharmaceutical ingredients and medical devices, he said.
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MAYOR SAYS SUCH THINGS SHOULD NOT HAPPEN

We paid to take body for last
rites: Kin of Hindu Rao staffer

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

“HE GOT his salary today, but
whatwillIdowithitnow?When
he was alive, we faced many
hardships... The hospital didn’t
even arrange for an ambulance
to take him for his last rites. We
hired one for around Rs 5,000,”
saidRavi(33),whose53-year-old
father Raju, a ward boy at Hindu
RaoHospital,diedfromCovid-related complications Sunday.
This is the first death at the
hospital after it was converted
into a 50-bed Covid facility
Saturday. The 980-bed hospital
is the biggest under the MCD,
with a staff of 600 doctors, 350
nurses and 300 allied workers.
The 53-year-old was admittedtothehospitalonFridayafter
complaintsof coughandbreathlessness. His report came positive on Saturday and he suffered
kidney failure on Sunday.
Heissurvivedbyhiswifeand
four children. “My father took
money on credit. You can imagine what a person goes through
when they don’t get paid for
months,” said Ravi, on his wayto
Haridwar with the mortal re-

The paramedical staff at Hindu Rao hospital had staged a
protest on Friday over the delay in payment of salaries. Express
mains of his father.
Raju’s family said he had
been unwell since June 18.
“Doctors had given him medicine and asked him to report if
he was feeling unwell. His conditiondeterioratedwhilehewas
admitted at the hospital,” said
his son.
North MCD Mayor Jai
Prakash said he has taken up the
issueof thefamilynotbeingprovided an ambulance with the
hospital:“Thisissuewasbrought
before me when I was inspect-

ing the hospital today. The administration has been told that
such things should not be repeated. I told them they could
have paid from their own pockets if there was a shortage, as it
is our duty to help.”
The Director of Press and
Information of the North body
said a hearse van had been provided to Hindu Rao Hospital by
the SDMC. “None of the drivers
reportedfordutyandthevanwas
found to be non-functional, with
batteryandwiringissues.Hence,

the family had to make emergency arrangements. To prevent
suchunfortunateincidentsinthe
future, arrangements have been
made for another hearse van after a discussion with officials,”
said the Director.
ShesaidRajulastreportedfor
duty on June 19, and suffered
fromdiabetesandhypertension.
The family is left staring at an
uncertain future, with both sons
having unstable incomes due to
the pandemic. While Ravi works
as a cleaner at a hospital, his
brotherisasportscoach,butoutof
work at the moment. “I don’t
know how life will go on from
here. We still have rent to pay,”
said Ravi.
So far, 78 healthcare workers have contracted the virus at
the hospital. Last week, a lab assistant at the pathology department died of Covid.
Doctors and nurses had recently staged protests over the
delay in payment of salaries
since April, and the hospital’s
“lack of infrastructure” even as
it was being turned into a Covid
facility.
A senior doctor at the hospital said Raju earned around
Rs 35,000 per month.

Told to admit Covid patients, some
nursing homes say close to shutting
ASTHA SAXENA &
SHIVAM PATEL

Nursing homes in Delhi
with a bed capacity of
50 beds or more have
been asked to reserve
20% beds for Covid
patients. Some say this
is keeping non-Covid
patients away

NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

“IF THIS continues for long, I will
have to shut down my hospital,”
said Dr Pankaj Solanki, owner of
the 50-bed Dharamveer Solanki
nursing home in Rohini, two
weeksafterhishospitalreserved
20%bedsforCovid-19patientson
thegovernment’sorders.Atpresent,thenursinghome,whichhas
earmarked 10 beds for Covid patients, has five people with the
virus admitted to the hospital.
One of them is Dr Solanki
himself, who tested positive
threedaysago.Anotherishisuncle. “Technically, there are only
three patients in the nursing
home who are currently paying
fortreatment.Thenon-Covidpatients have stopped visiting the
hospital and in the last two
weeks, there were only two admissions in the non-Covid ward.
Expenses have gone up but the
number of patients visiting the
hospitalhasgonedown,”hesaid.
Several nursing homes in
Delhi with a bed capacity of 50
bedsormorehavebeenaskedto
reserve 20% beds for Covid patients. Electricity charges, cost of
PPEs, ventilators and infrastructural changes of converting a
non-Covid hospital into a Covid

facility, some owners say, has
burned a hole in their pockets,
leaving them with two options
— shut down or move court.
Dr Gopal Sharma, owner of
Satyabhama Hospital in West
Delhi’s Nangloi, says he is considering opting for the latter
route. The 55-bed hospital
rarely sees any non-Covid patient these days.
“Our expenses have been increasing but revenue does not
match up. There are additional
costs of running a hospital now,
such as buying PPEs and paying
incentive to staff... The society
and the government are not understanding our problems,” Dr
Sharma said.
With falling OPD numbers, a
20-30% drop in bed occupancy,
and providing care to Covid patients on a fixed cost set by the
government, Dr Sharma said the

hospital’s days might be numbered in case there’s no support
offered from the State.
“We are struggling to survive
at the moment, and these circumstances are expected to
continue for another five to six
months. We can also understand the problems faced by the
State, but it is only the court
which can now come up with a
scientific solution that is viable
for everyone,” he said.
Dr Nutan Mundeja, director
general of health services, Delhi
government, said, “These issues
have not been brought to my notice. The nursing home cell may
have received representations
from the nursing homes.”
Recently, the Delhi government, following recommendations made by a high-level committee headed by NITI Aayog
member Dr VK Paul, capped
treatment charges in all private

Facing shortage
of health workers,
Govt tells court
New Delhi: The Delhi government on Monday submitted before the Delhi
High Court that it was facing manpower shortage
with thousands of healthcare professionals being
infected and losing four
doctors to Covid-19.
The
government
made the submission before a bench of Chief
Justice D N Patel and
Justice Prateek Jalan.
Additional Solicitor
General (ASG) Sanjay Jain
appearing for the Delhi
government, said that at a
time when the governmenthard-pressedtofind
manpower to manage the
system, it was “unfortunate” and “preposterous”
that a contempt petition
hadbeenmoved against it

over managing of dead
bodies.
The contempt petition
was moved by advocate
Avadh Kaushik against the
Delhi government and
medical director of Lok
Nayak hospital, for allegedly not adhering to
the undertaking given to
the High Court with regard to handling of bodies
of Covid-19 victims.
Kaushik alleged that
bodiesof the dead were lying in the same wards and
corridors of the Lok Nayak
hospital where Covid-19
patientsarebeingadmitted.
The ASG said a similar
issue is pending beforethe
Supreme Court.
Hearing this, the HC
benchadjournedthematter to July 29. ENS

Family says man
murdered over
water in Ranhola
JIGNASA SINHA

NEW DELHI, JUNE 29
A 33-YEAR-OLD man was
beaten to death, allegedly
by his neighbours, after a
fight over drinking water.
Jeetender was rushed to a
hospital, where he died,
police said. The incident
took place in Outer Delhi’s
Ranhola Saturday night.
Jeetender’s family alleged a neighbour, Amit
Rawat, and his associates
killed him because “he
was seen carrying a tub of
water”.
DCP (Outer) A Koan
said,“Wereceivedinformation about a quarrelat 9.30
pm. The victim was taken
to Rathi hospital; he had
multiple injuries. His
brother gave a statement
and an FIR was registered.
After Jeetender's death,
murder charges were
added and Rawat was arrested. We are looking into
the family’s claims and investigation is pending.”
His brother Anil Singh
claimed: “Neighbours
stopped Jeetender and
started hitting him with
rods. My mother and I got
to know he was being
thrashed and was lying at
a farm. When we got
there, everyone had left.
Jeetender was on the
ground, with injuries on
hisfaceandchest,andtold
us Rawat and his associates attacked him.”
Many houses in the
areadon’thaveregularsupply of drinking water, and
residents said arguments
do break out, especially

Jeetender died on
Saturday night
since the lockdown was
implementedinMarchand
shops that supplied water
downed shutters.
Rajakumari(29),aconstruction labourer, said,
“Most of us don’t have RO
systemsorcleantapwater,
so we depend on private
companies that sell water.
Thereweretwoshopsthat
deliveredwaterhome.Post
lockdown, one of them
shutshopandwentbackto
his hometown. The other
shop is hardly open. Some
of us walk miles to get
drinking water.”
When contacted, a
DelhiJalBoardspokesperson said, “We are looking
into the matter. The information has been sent to
the department concerned. We are awaiting a
response.”
Jeetender’s cousin
Hitender, who lives
nearby, claimed, “We
don’t get drinking water
every day. He had gone to
a house near the farm to
get water. The owner allowed him, but Rawat and
his men thought he was
stealing.”

New Delhi

hospitals in the city.
“If a patient is being charged
the same price at a corporate
hospital, then why would he be
coming to a small nursing home
like ours? Our hospital doesn’t
have all facilities provided at big
corporate hospitals. There are
four Covid patients admitted in
my nursing home, including
me, and just three patients on
the 40 beds reserved for nonCovid patients. How will the
hospital survive?” said the
owner of another 50-bed nursing home in Burari.
Established in 1982, East
Delhi’s Walia Nursing home,
owned by veteran Congress
leader Dr Ashok Walia, shut last
week. “Since Covid-19 cases
started to surface, most senior
doctors from the hospital have
refused to come. The expense of
running a nursing home was
coming out to be Rs 16-18 lakh
per month and the only way out
was to shut down the facility,”
Dr Walia told The Indian Express.
Dr V K Monga, chairman of
the Indian Medical Association’s
Hospital Board of India, said,
“Most hospitals do not have the
infrastructure required of a
Covid care centre, such as a separate entry and lifts for nonCovid patients, the absence of
which can lead to them mixing
with Covid cases.”
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Among those keen to
donate plasma: Jain,
who benefited from it

Daily cases

Recoveries

Deaths

Tests

June 28

2,889

3,306

65

20,080

June 29

2,084

3,628

57

16,157

26,246*

56,235

2,680

5,14,573

Total

NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

Jain and Atishi have pledged
to donate to the plasma bank
whengivenrightatthestart.Later
on, the body starts to create its
ownantibodiessoitwouldnotbe
as helpful,” he said.
As Delhi hospitals started offeringthetherapy,itsentfamilies
on hunt for plasma. Parminder
Singh,whosesonPaveet(31)was
admitted to Max on May 9, recalled: “Doctors had told us to
arrange plasma. But it wasn’t
easy. I spread the word and
posted online many times. Then
two people came forward to donate — but by that time, he had
started recovering."
Delhi Government advisor
AbhinanditaMathurandAAPmedia panelist Akshay Marathe also
said they hope to donate once
theyarefitto.“Thekeyisthatpeopleshouldnotworryorbescared
and come forward,” said Mathur.
“Manypeoplewanttodonate
plasma but don't know how to.
The plasma bank will provide a
centralisedplatformfordonorsto
come forward,” Marathe said.

*Total active cases

At Reghar Pura in Karol Bagh, Monday. Praveen Khanna
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Capital to start plasma bank in two
days, Chief Minister calls for donors
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

ASHNABUTANI

AMONGTHOSEwhohopetodonateoncetheplasmabankopens
at ILBS in two days are Delhi’s
Health Minister and an MLA.
Hours after the CM’s announcement, Health Minister
Satyender Jain, who was in fact
administered plasma therapy to
helprecoverfromCovid,tweeted,
"Plasma therapy saved my life
from Coronavirus and I pledge to
donate my plasma as soon as
medical protocols will allow.”
AAP MLA Atishi, who too has
recovered from Covid, told The
Indian Express, "It would not cost
meanything; itis justlikedonatingbloodandweallhavedonated
blood at some point in our lives.
But arranging plasma has appeared to be a challenge... Which
iswhywearesettingupthebank.
This should make the process
simpler. We are hoping that this
will change people's mindset."
Among those who have
availed of the therapy is Dr Rajiv
Sood from RML hospital, who
was admitted to Max Saket in
May-end."Thehospitalwasrunning a (plasma therapy) trial so
therewasnoissueinarrangingit.
Plasma was infused in me twice,
right at the start. I started to get
better after that."
He was discharged after 13
days. "I think it is very helpful

Total
Vacant
TOTAL CASES HOSPITAL BEDS 13,410 7,389
85,161 VENTILATORS 747 167

17%

AS THE number of daily coronavirus tests conducted in the
capital increases — from 6,070
on June 1 to 16,157 on Monday
June 29 — the positivity rate has
dipped.
According to data shared by
the Delhi government, the city’s
average weekly positivity rate
has gone from its highest point
of 31% in the second week of
June to 18% in the previous
week, June 22 to 28.
The city has managed to
ramp up testing over the past
two weeks, especially after antigen testing kits, which give results within half an hour, were
made available, particularly for
containment zones.
While the RT PCR tests are
the gold standard, results take
longer.
Rapid antigen tests give a
quicker result but those testing
negative are not cleared conclusively.
A total of 2,084 new cases
and 57 deaths were reported
Monday. Delhi’s total caseload
is 85,161, of which 56,235 people have recovered and 26,246
are active cases.
So far, 2,680 people have
died — the city’s Covid mortality rate is 3.1%.
According to Delhi government data, the daily average
new bed occupancy was 238 in
the first week of June. While for
the week ending June 28, an average of 27 more people were

CORONAVIRUS IN THE CAPITAL

6%

NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

WITH DELHI'S Covid count
reaching 85,161, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said Monday
that his government will start a
plasma bank within the next
two days at the Institute of Liver
and Biliary Sciences (ILBS).
Describing the decision as “a
first-of-its-kind initiative”,
Kejriwal appealed to those who
haverecoveredfromCovid-19to
donate plasma at the Institute.
Sofar,56,235patients havebeen
listed in Delhi under the “recovered/discharged/migrated” category.
According to senior officials,
patients who have receivedconvalescent plasma (CP), which is
extracted from those who have
recovered from Covid, showed
improvement in respiratory
rates and oxygen saturation levels.
Although the therapy is still
in trial phase, Delhi was among
the first to consider this line of
treatment after clearance from
the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR).
“The oxygen saturation level
in a healthy individual should be
95 per cent, and anything below
that is considered dangerous.
Secondly, ideal respiration rate
should be 15 (breaths per
minute), but due to corona, it
may go up to 20, 25, and in some
cases, cross 30,” said Kejriwal.

The therapy is helpful for patients with moderate symptoms,
mainly those whose condition is not serious yet: Kejriwal
“CP was administered to
thosewhoserespiratoryratehad
soared to 35.36 breaths per
minute. Post administering
plasma, the respiratory rate improved substantially with a drop
of 8.22 in the first 48 hours and
14.92 in seven days... CP was administered on patients whose
oxygen saturation level was 85
per cent and an improvement of
6.61percentwasseenwithin48
hours, and9.92 percentinseven
days,” according to details provided by the state government.
An official said the results
“are better” when measured
againstthosewhoreceivedfresh
frozenplasma(FFP)fromdonors
who weren’t infected by coronavirus. “The plasma of recovered
patients carry antibodies that
the body creates to ward off the
virus,” the official said.
Kejriwal,however,cautioned

that the therapy may not be effective on critical patients. “It is
extremely difficult to save the
patient who is in the last stage of
infection, suffering from multiorgan failures and extreme comorbidities. But it is helpful for
patients with moderate symptoms, mainly those whose condition is not serious yet,” he said.
The Chief Minister said the
decision to open the plasma
bank, along the lines of a blood
bank, has been taken in light of
thehighdemand for plasma and
low supply. “I am getting calls
from people asking for plasma
trials for their relatives and family members who are in hospitals. Around two months ago,
Delhi was one of the first states
to start plasma therapy trials. In
thefirstphase,weconductedtrials on 29 patients, and you may
remember that the results were
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Positivity rate dips, more people leaving
Covid hospitals than being admitted
MALLICA JOSHI
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2,084 CASES, 57 DEATHS ON MONDAY

discharged per day as compared to those who were admitted.
The first week of the month
was the toughest for the city, as
1,664 more people were admitted to hospitals than were discharged.
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal had said Saturday that
there was a shortage of beds
seen in the city at the time, following which death toll had also
risen.
At present, there are 13,410
Covid beds in Delhi, of which
7,389 are unoccupied.
The door-to-door screening
in the city, to cover every household by July 6 to ascertain how
many people have Covid-like
symptoms, will meanwhile be
delayed.
According to officials, a
meeting was held in the
Ministry of Home Affairs where
the progress of screening and
testing in containment zones
was discussed.
After directions from the
ministry, containment zones
have been redrawn and their
number went up from around
260 on Thursday to 435 on
Monday.
MHA officials said that new
deadlines had been set for the
survey based on the areas.
“Door to door survey will be
done first in containment zones
on priority basis by July 6. The
date has been extended as the
number of containment zones
has increased to 435. This will
be followed by a survey in the
entire city,” officials said.
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very positive,” he said.
Kejriwal said the state will
start dedicated helplines for
those willing to donate plasma:
“Once we get a request, all assistance, including vehicles, will be
extended.AtLokNayakHospital,
over the last few days, 34 out of
35 people administered plasma
therapy have recovered. At one
private hospital, 46 out of 49 recovered.”
According to officials, any
“active”coronapatientundergoingtreatmentinprivateandgovernmenthospitalswillbeableto
avail plasma from the bank.
“(But) the doctor has to recommendplasmatherapyanditcannot be randomly sought by any
patient. After a recommendation,thehospitalordoctorhasto
inform ILBS,” said Kejriwal.
The Chief Minister also
pointed to “some misconceptions” among potential donors.
“They feel that if they go to a
Covidhospitaltodonateplasma,
they might get infected again.
This is not true... We have made
arrangements in ILBS, which is
not a corona hospital. The government will also pay for conveyance... the procedure takes
around 30-45 minutes,” he said.
Meanwhile, the National
Blood Transfusion Council revised its guidelines Monday and
said blood can be collected from
Covid patients only 28 days after
they have been discharged from
hospitalorcompletedhomeisolation.
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Tihar confirms
jail violence by
‘foreign inmates’
PRITAMPALSINGH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

TIHAR JAIL authorities Monday
admitted before the Delhi High
Court that it is “true” an “untoward” incident happened inside
theprisononJune16,after15-20
foreigninmatescreatedproblems
over a demand for grant of interim bail.
The averments were made in
astatusreportfiledbeforeJustice
C Hari Shankar, who had sought
to know the stand of jail authorities on Pinjra Tod member
Natasha Narwal’s allegation that
owingto“large-scaleviolence”in
Tihar,inmateswerebeingprohibited from getting in touch with
familymembersviavideoconferencing.Narwalisinjailinconnection with the anti-CAA Jafrabad
sit-in protest.
“The foreign inmates... have
been agitating for some time demandingthattheyshouldalsobe
considered for...interim bail. Jail
authorities have been consistently counselling and briefing
them that their cases do not fall
under the prescribed criteria for
consideration for grant of bail...
“... on June 16 morning, 15-20
foreigninmatescreatedproblems
in the jail. They forced their way
outofthewardandalsodamaged
the locks of gates of wards No. 9
andChakkar.Sensingtroubleand
having no other alternative, an
alarm was sounded in the jail
around 8.30 am, reinforcements
were called and these inmates
were physically controlled by
minimumuseof force...,”thestatus report filed on Monday read.
It further stated that “to curb
the movement of inmates and
their gathering, telephone facilityof inmateswastemporallyrestrictedforafewdayswitheffect
fromJune16toJune23,thoughit
wasallowedwhereverfoundurgent”. The court was informed
that telephone facility has been
restored since June 24.
Delhigovernment’sStanding
Counsel(Criminal)RahulMehra,
during the hearing on June 24,
haddeniedNarwal’scounselAdit
S Pujari’s contention, and had
submitted that he has “instructionstothecontraryfromnoless
than Director General (Prisons)”.
Pujari had mentioned the violence inside jail number 6 during the hearing of Narwal’s plea
on June 24, seeking daily access
toherlawyerviavideoconferencing and to carry books and reading material in prison.
Mehra, assisted by advocate
ChaitanyaGosain,filedthestatus
report apprising that “13 books

Natasha Narwal

Tihar inmate
killed in attack
New Delhi: A 27-year-old
man was allegedly stabbed
to death inside Tihar Jail No
8 by another inmate
Monday.DG(DelhiPrisons)
Sandeep Goel said, “An inmate, Zakir (21), attacked
Mehtab with a sharp metal
object which he picked up
from a broken window
grill... Mehtab was stabbed
five to six times and sustained injuries on his stomach and neck.” He said the
accused and the victim
knew each other before
their convictions. “The accused said the attack was
the result of an old rivalry,”
said Goel. ENS
and 2 registers have been provided to her”. “That with regard
to the phone calls made by the
petitioner (Narwal) herein, it is
submitted that the petitioner
availedfacilityof callingherfamily on telephone eight times so
far,” the court was told.
Narwal’s counsel argued that
as per Delhi Prison Rules, every
interviewbetweenanundertrial
prisoner and his legal adviser
shall take place within sight, but
outof hearing,of aprisonofficial.
Pujari submitted that the petitioner needs more books and
extended video conferencing
timeof30minutes,twiceaweek.
Thestatusreportsaidthat“in
referencetosubmissionmadeby
thecounselforthepetitioner,itis
true that an untoward incident
happened on June 16, 2020 at
Central Jail No. 6, Tihar”.
It also said the Delhi Prisons
has started the facility of “video
conferencing of prisoners with
visiting panel advocates of the
Delhi High Court Legal Services
Committee recently, with effect
fromJune22,forlegalaidtoprisoners in respect to their cases in
Delhi High Court”.

Rs 1 cr for family of Lok
Nayak doc, says Kejriwal
New Delhi: The Delhi government Monday announced an
honorary compensation of Rs 1
croreforthefamilyof DrAsheem
Gupta,the58-year-oldLokNayak
Hospitaldoctorwhosuccumbed
to Covid-19 on Sunday.
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal paid tributes to Dr
Gupta:"Wehavelostaveryvaluablefighter.Delhisaluteshisspirit
and sacrifice.” Dr Gupta was a
senior consultant in department
of Anaesthetics at Lok Nayak.
"Dr Gupta was known for goingoutof hiswaytoservehispatients... I had a long conversation
with his wife who is also a doctor...Itisbecauseof thesedoctors

Dr Asheem
Gupta was
posted in
the ICU
that we are able to fight...against
Corona," said Kejriwal.
Calling him as an inspiration
for the people of the country,
Kejriwal said the state will provide Dr Gupta's family an honorarycompensationofRs1crore.
"...this compensation is a small
tribute to him on behalf of the
peopleof Delhiandthecountry,"
the CM added. ENS

BIDS INVITED FOR RETROFITTING WORK ON 74 COACHES

Metro to overhaul 10 oldest trains so passengers have uniform experience
SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

THE DELHI Metro plans to completely overhaul 10 of its oldest
trains,inductedwaybackin2002,
withinthenextyear,aspartofthe
corporation’seffortstobringuniformity in passenger experience
across its old and new corridors.
As part of the initiative, the
DMRChasinvitedbidsfor“retrofit” work of 74 coaches built in
South Korea that make up the 10
train sets, which ply on the Red
LineandBlueLinesofthe389-km
network spanning Delhi-NCR.

Metro services are currently
unavailable due to the coronavirus pandemic. While a detailed Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) has been
chalked out for managing services, the Centre is yet to approve
resumptions of operations.
Refurbishment work will be
carriedoutattheDMRC’sShastri
Park, Najafgarh and Yamuna
Bank depots, according to the
tenderdocument.Thereareover
280 such coaches, making up
around 70 trains, which have
been operational since 2002.
A DMRC official said Metro
coaches have a lifespan of

around 30-35 years. But to ensure longevity, such mid-life interventions are required to resolve issues arising out of
prolonged wear and tear.
Metrooperationshadstarted
in Delhi in 2002 along the 8.3km stretch between Tis Hazari
and Shahdara stations on the
Red Line. The Metro network
now has 285 stations.
TheRedLineconnectsRithala
with Ghaziabad’s Shaheed Sthal
while the Blue Line, which has
two arms, connects Dwarka
Sector 21 with Noida Electronic
City and Vaishali.
Theoverhaulwillcoverfloor-

Old coaches run especially on the Red and Blue lines. Archive

ing, space between two coaches,
interiors, charging facilities, displaypanels,CCTVsandsafetysystems including smoke and fire
detection. The estimated cost of
the project is Rs 62.28 crore.
Trains plying on corridors
built under Metro’s Phase III expansion such as Pink and
Magenta Lines are equipped
with features such as stretched
digital display panels, vibration
andheatinsulators,USBportsfor
charging mobiles and laptops
among others.
The old coaches, especially
on the Red Line and Blue Line,
lackmanyof thesefeatures.After

the overhaul, these coaches will
also have panels displaying realtime train movement between
stations, CCTVs, along with
arrangements of the video feed
being available inside the train
operators’ cabin.
DMRChasalsousedthelockdown period to spruce up the
air-conditioning system of over
2,200 coaches, inspect 1,100 escalators and 1,000 lifts. Metro
services had come to a complete
halt on March 22, the day ‘janata
curfew’ was observed in the
country.
Such an extensive cleaning
exercise could not be under-

New Delhi

taken before as trains run up to
20 hours a day, from dawn till
midnight. The cleaning exercise
would result in a better air-conditioned environment in summers, a DMRC official added.
However, the lockdown has
deprivedMetroof revenuesrunning into hundreds of crore.
The Indian Express had reported on June 3 that the DMRC
earns an average of Rs 9 crore as
revenue from ridership on usual
weekdays. This excludes the
DMRC’s earnings from other
sources such as advertisements,
property development, feeder
buses and consultancy.
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After activists
MADHYA PRADESH
raise ecological
concerns, Bander
coal block struck
More than 40% ministries may go to ex-Cong MLAs; miffed CM holds parleys with party leadership
off auction list

Promise to Scindia delays Cabinet expansion

VIVEK DESHPANDE
NAGPUR, JUNE 29

THE UNION Ministry of Coal has
decided to withdraw the Bander
coal bock located in the close
vicinity of Tadoba-Andhari Tiger
Reserve(TATR)fromthelistofcoal
blocksupforauction.Theministry
put out a list of 41 coal blocks for
auction on June 18.
“We are withdrawing the
Bander coal block from the list of
coal blocks to be auctioned after
closer scrutiny of the various aspects involved in the matter,”
Union Minister for Coal, Mines
andParliamentaryAffairsPralhad
Joshi told The Indian Express.
The listing of the coal block
was followed by protests from
several wildlife activists as the
1,644-hectareblockisbelievedto
be in the eco-sensitive zone of
TATR and any mining activity is
likely to be detrimental to tiger
conservation. The activists said it
couldobstructavitalwildlifecorridor connecting TATR to other
tiger areas in Nagpur, Bhandara
andGondiadistricts.This,theactivistshadsaid,wouldfurtherintensify the man-animal conflict
in Chandrapur district.
Recently, Nagpur-based social worker Pramod Junghare
moved the Nagpur bench of
Bombay High Court, seeking its
intervention in the matter. The
High Court had issued notice to
the coal ministry and sought a
reply within eight weeks.
Earlier, the coal block was
listed for auction in 1999 and
2009, but the proposals were
shelved after similar opposition.
Former Environment MinisterJairamRamesh,whohaddemarcatedcoalblocksintogoand
no-go areas in tandem with the
coalministryon the basis of ecological sensitivity, had written to
Environment Minister Prakash
Javadekar, seeking the removal
of theBandercoalblockfromthe
auctionlist.MaharashtraEnvironment Minister Aaditya
Thackeray had also written to
Javadekar in this regard.

LIZ MATHEW

NEW DELHI, JUNE 29
WITH NINE more ministry seats
promised to the Jyotiraditya
Scindia camp, the scheduled
Cabinet expansion appears to be
a tough task for BJP in Madhya
Pradesh amid an internal tussle
between Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan and the party organisation.
Unable to get any of his loyalists accommodated in his Cabinet
so far, Chouhan is learnt to be insisting that some of them be inducted.Buttheorganisationleadership,whichhasbeenmiffedwith
Chouhan for a range of reasons –
thelatestbeinghisfailuretogetall
MLAstovotesforBJP'sofficialcandidatesinRajyaSabhaelections–is
notbudging,sourcessaid.
Chouhan, in Delhi for the last

MP CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan and BJP leader Jyotiraditya
Scindia, in Delhi Monday. Scindia handed over a cheque to
the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund for the state’s Covid fight. ANI
twodays,hashadaseriesofmeetings with the BJP leadership, includingpartypresidentJPNadda
and general secretary (organisation) B L Santosh. On Monday, he

met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister Amit
Shah.
He is scheduled to leave for
Bhopal on Tuesday morning.

Whilehecticparleystookplace
on Sunday and Monday, if all issues are sorted out overnight, the
Cabinet expansion is technically
expectedonTuesday.Thereseems
to be remote possibility of the exercisetakingplaceonTuesday.Uttar Pradesh Governor Anandiben
Patel, who was to take additional
charge of MP on Monday, is likely
to reach Bhopal on Tuesday. MP
GovernorLaljiTandonisundergoingtreatmentinLucknow.
Sources said the Scindia camp
– he had joined BJP along with 22
Congress MLAs, triggering the fall
of the Kamal Nath government –
hassoughtatleast11ofhisMLAsto
bemadeministers.Twoofhisloyalists have already taken oath and
Scindia wants the deputy CM's
postforoneof them,sourcessaid.
Thisleavesverylittleroomfor
thepartytoaccommodateothers,
including senior leaders. While

the government is allowed 35
ministers, sources said both the
party and Chouhan would keep
some slots vacant. Sources said
Chouhan'scurrentlysix-member
councilofministersisexpectedto
have 25 more members.
A party leader admitted that
senior leaders have not been left
withmuchchoice.“Thepartywill
have to give what the Scindia
camp asks for. The BJP could return to power in MP because of
them.”ApartyMPadded.“Almost
40-45 per cent of ministries will
have to go to them.”
A senior BJP leader in Bhopal
said the expansion is getting delayedbecausethewholeconcentration is on the GwaliorChambalbelt,wheremostof the
24 seats bound for by-elections
arelocated.TheformerCongress
MLAs in Scindia camp belong to
this region.

Border issue won’t impact
Nepal-India ties: Gyawali
SHIRISH B PRADHAN
KATHMANDU, JUNE 29

THEBORDERissuebetweenIndia
andNepalshouldnotimpactother
dynamics of bilateral ties, Nepal
Foreign Minister Pradeep Kumar
GyawalisaidMonday,addingthat
hehopedthedisputewouldberesolvedthroughdiplomaticefforts.
Nepal this month completed
theprocessofredrawingthecountry’s political map through a constitutional amendment, incorporating three strategically
importantIndianareas.
India has termed as “untenable” the “artificial enlargement”
of territorialclaimsbyNepalafter
its Parliament unanimously approvedthenewpoliticalmap.
“Weareconfidentthatthedispute would be resolved through
diplomaticefforts.Nomovecapable of causing implication on
Nepal-Indiamulti-dimensionalrelationswillbetaken.Theborderissue should not undermine the

overall status of Nepal’s ties with
India,” Gyawali told a meeting at
theNationalAssembly.
Hesaidthegovernmentwasin
constant touch with India to resolve the disputes. “We are in
touch with India,” Gyawali was
quoted as saying by the
KathmanduPost.
“We are committed to resolving this issue through talks and I
amhopefulthatwewillbeableto
resolve it," he added. “We will resolvethedisputebutnotbymeans
of provocationsandemotions.”
India-Nepal ties came under
strain after Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh inaugurated a 80km-longstrategicallycrucialroad
connectingtheLipulekhpasswith
DharchulainUttarakhandonMay
8.Nepalreactedsharplytotheinauguration of the road, claiming
that it passed through Nepalese
territory.Indiarejectedtheclaim.
Responding to questions,
Gyawali also said there was no
borderdisputebetweenNepaland
China.
PTI

50 per cent of Jal Jeevan target to be
met by retrofitting old taps this year
HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

RETROFITTINGexistingruraldrinkingwatersupply
schemes, mainly those created under the previous
UPAgovernmentterm,willconstitutemorethan50
percentoftheJalJeevanMission(JJM)targetforthe
current financial year. The Jal Jeevan Mission is an
ambitious programme of the Narendra Modi governmentinitssecondtermtoprovidefunctionaltap
connections to all households by 2024.
As many as 2.55 crore functional household tap
connections(FHTC)ofthetargeted4.85croreacross
25statesin2020-21willbeprovidedby“retrofitting/
augmentation”of1.34lakhexistingvillagepipedwatersupplyschemesbuiltearlierincludingunderthe
UPA’s National Rural Drinking Water Programme,
shows analysis of data compiled from the minutes
ofannualactionplanmeetingsofthese25states.The
25statesaccountfor12.98crorehouseholds,or86.53
percentofthe15croreruralhouseholdsthatstilldid
nothavetapconnectionsatthebeginningofthecurrentfinancialyear.Dataisnotavailablefortheremainingthreestates–Goa,TelanganaandWestBengal.
“Nal se Jal” for all rural households by 2024 was

a major poll plank of the Modi Government. Barely
months after returning to power, Prime Minister
Modi announced the Jal Jeevan Mission from the
ramparts of Red Fort on August 15, 2019. The erstwhile National Rural Drinking Water Program
(NRDWP), launched by the then UPA government
in 2009, was restructured and subsumed in JJM.
WhiletheJJMguidelinesmentionthattherural
watersupplyinfrastructure“createdovertheyears”
has to be “dovetailed, retrofitted and renovated” to
provide 55-litre per capita per day (lpcd) tap connections, the Centre has nudged states to pick the
“lowhangingfruit”by“retrofitting”existingschemes
toprovidetapconnectionstoremaininghouseholds
in a village so as the village becomes “Har Ghar Jal
Gaon” or 100 per cent FHTC village.
In fact, in a meeting to finalise Gujarat’s annual
action plan under JJM for 2020-21, Mission Director
BharatLalconveyedthistothestategovernmentofficers.“GivinganoverviewoftheMission,heemphasised to take full advantage of existing piped water
supply systems in villages by taking up retrofitting/
augmentationtoprovideFunctionalHouseholdTap
Connections(FHTCs)toremaininghouseholdssoas
thevillagebecomes100percent‘HarGharJalGaon’
i.e.100percentFHTCvillage.Thisisthelowhanging

fruit,whichhasbeenemphasisedsinceAugust,2019
and will yield tangible outcomes with least investmentinverylittletime,”saidtheminutesofGujarat’s
annualactionplanmeeting.
During the discussions over annual action plans,
CentralgovernmentofficialsalsohighlightedthatsomestateshadplannedlessthantheirpotentialtoprovideFHTCthroughretrofitting.OnMadhyaPradesh’s
plan for 2020-21, officials recorded in the minutes:
“Statedoesn'tappeartohaveexploredtheretrofitting/
augmentationpotentialfully.”Similarly,forKarnataka,
they observed: “It seems that retrofitting/ augmentationpotentialhasnotbeenfullyexplored.”
“As per the analysis of existing PWS (piped water supply) schemes, there is a scope of providing
12.31 lakh FHTCs by retrofitting 8,025 completed
schemes for last mile connectivity which already
have service level of 55 lpcd or more,” JJM officials
noted in the minutes of Karnataka plan meeting.
Theycommendedstateswhichplannedtoprovide a majority of connections through retrofitting.
Appreciating Maharashtra’s plan, JJM officials observed,“(The)Statehasmadeagoodattempttotake
advantage of retrofitting scope of existing schemes
with 33.54 lakh (85.36 per cent) of its total plan of
39.29 lakh and the remaining from new schemes.”
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THE WAY FORWARD

ADVERTORIAL

The Way Forward to Avert Falling Sick!

Don’t take ‘Unlock 1’ irresponsibly as your alertness and awareness is the key to safeguarding your
family as well as others from COVID-19.

W

ITH THE lifting of the lockdown
4.0, many restrictions were
eased off as we entered Unlock 1
earlier this month. But does lifting of the
lockdown mean that COVID-19 has become less severe? It doesn’t seem so
from the current state of affairs. What it
means is we have to gradually build up
our flailing economy, making sure that
we’re taking all the precautionary measures to stay safe while also ensuring the
safety of others.
To strengthen the economy, be sure to
‘Buy Indian’.This is the least you can do in
these times to save our economy from
tumbling down. This will also ensure a
push for our local manufacturing industries which have been going through tumultuous times. Also, make sure that
your immediate surroundings are regularly sanitised, disinfected and deep
cleaned to get rid of the microscopic organisms like viruses, germs, bacteria etc.
Maintaining a strict hygienic regimen on
a daily basis will go a long way in ensuring a sound health in these times. While
no vaccine is available yet for the novel
coronavirus, cleaning hands with sanitisers containing at least 60 percent alcohol is considered an effective way to
avoid the infection.
Further to curb fomite transmissions
of infections, especially in offices and
malls, it is essential to get them disinfected and sanitised using commercial
disinfection and sanitisation services.The
deep-cleaning, disinfection, and sanitisation services ensure that our offices,
public places, vehicles and homes remain
clean and tidy and free from germs and
bacteria.
On the work front, it is true that a large
part of our population is still remotely
working. However, in a few months from
now, post the complete lifting of the
lockdown, car sanitisation will be a huge

etc. So, staying at the top
of your health must be the
priority now and forever.
Whenever you’re short
of ideas remember that our
Indian kitchen is
full of remedies
for any sort of disease. The spices
that we use in our
day-to-day cooking provide not
just a good taste
to our food but
cause for worry as people will consider taking this service to ensure
their safety. Car sanitisation services can easily eliminate harmful
germs, resting on interiors made of
fabric, plastic and leather, to render them germ free for months to
come. Further, car disinfection services aim to keep the car interiors
germ free and can eliminate up to
99.9% microscopic organisms via
fogging.
Moreover, to help the economy
revive and industries thrive, many
states have opened hotels and
restaurants with proper procedures in place. At some places,
malls have also started to open
with all safety measures in place.
However, the onus is upon us to
maintain a strict vigil regarding hygiene to stay safe and sound. In
this regard, work on increasing
your immunity through various
Yoga postures and Mediation. Promoting immunity in families is going to be a major challenge as a
family comprises not just of
healthy adults but also immunocompromised people with conditions like diabetes, heart diseases
*

also many anti-allergic, anti-viral properties. These spices promote balance in any
physiology. Concentrate on eating food
that increases your immunity, as the
stronger you’re from within, the better it

THANK YOU CORONA WARRIORS

Extraordinary times need Extraordinary actions
Dear Doctors, Nurses, Police, Defence Personnel and all others who
cared, We IBAians salute you for setting up
an example and inspiration for the future generations.

( READ. ENGAGE. DELIVER.) IS THE MARKETING SOLUTIONS TEAM OF THE INDIAN EXPRESS GROUP
New Delhi

is. Your alertness and awareness will
not just save you and your family but thousands of others who can unknowingly
come in contact with the COVID-19
infection.

*
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DELHI CONFIDENTIAL

Uttarakhandokaysforestland
transferforroadstoChinaborder

Proposal to make ITBP movement smoother; awaits National Wildlife Board approval
LALMANI VERMA

LUCKNOW, JUNE 29

MAN & THE MACHINE

A DAY after pictures of Chief Justice of India S A Bobde with a
Harley Davidson went viral online, sources close to his office
said it was a demo bike sent by a dealer, and that the CJI only
satontheparkedvehicletogetafeelof it.Hedidnottakearide
on it, they said. A bike enthusiast, the CJI has long cherished
owning one of those and had requested a dealer in Nagpur,
where he lives, to show him a Harley, it is learnt. On Sunday
evening, the CJI was at an event at the Raj Bhavan. Since the
showroom was near the venue, the dealer sent a Harley
Davidson — model CVO 2020. The CJI sat on it for a few minutes and checked out the features.

STAMP OF APPROVAL

THECONGRESS’SambivalencetowardsformerPrimeMinister
P V Narasimha Rao has got others staking claim to his legacy.
First it was the TRS government in Telangana, which announced the year-long birth centenary celebrations. Now, it
appears the BJP will do its bit after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi praised the former PM in his Mann Ki Baat address on
Sunday. The Department of Posts, under Ravi Shankar Prasad,
seems to have taken cue and decided to issue a postage stamp
to commemorate Rao’s birth centenary year. Prasad contends
that Rao didn’t get the credit that he deserved because of the
Congress’s ‘first family’.

RESHUFFLE BUZZ
THERE IS a buzz on reshuffle in the Congress once again. The
grapevine has it that the party leadership is planning to induct some new faces into the AICC secretariat. While a couple
of AICCsecretarieshavebecomeministersintheMaharashtra
government, some have been elected to Parliament, thus creating room for new faces. The big question, however, is
whether any of the present general secretaries will be replaced. The party is also in the final stages of appointing a new
state Congress president in Maharashtra, as incumbent
Balasaheb Thorat is now a minister in the state government.

ACTION TIME
THE MAN who was active to stitch up the majority behind the
scene in Madhya Pradesh in March, Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar, was again in action on Monday. He
held meetings with Madhya Pradesh leaders, including Chief
MinisterShivraj Singh Chouhan.Chouhan’s Cabinetcolleague
Narottam Mishra, who holds the charge of two key ministries
— Home and Health — also reached Krishi Bhawan to meet
Tomar. The meetings comes at a time when there is a buzz of
reshuffle in the state government in the coming days.

CPM questions EC nod to
postal ballots for elderly
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

THECPMonMondayquestioned
the Election Commission’s (EC)
decision to allow those aged 65
years and above to opt for postal
ballot in elections, saying the
move was disturbing since the
poll body bypassed the established practice of consultation
with political parties.
In a letter to Chief Election
Commissioner Sunil Arora, CPM
generalsecretarySitaramYechury
saidtheLawMinistry,inresponse
to a request from the EC, had earlier amended the Conduct of the
Election Rules to allow people
with disabilities and those 80
years of age or above to opt for
postal ballot. And now, the Law

Ministryhasnotifiedfreshchange
to allow those aged 65 years and
above the option of postal ballots
inwakeoftheCovid-19outbreak.
“Contrarytopastpractice,the
currentchangesintheRules,both
in October, 2019 and that on June
19, 2020 have not been preceded
byanyconsultationwiththepoliticalparties whatsoever. From the
mediareportsweareconstrained
toinferthatthetearinghurrythat
the ECI displays is on account of
the impending Bihar Assembly
elections scheduled to be held in
November,2020,”Yechurywrote.
He said, “A consensus among
political parties and ECI is necessary for introducing new voting
practices which will adversely effecttheverifiabilityofalargenumber of voters, thus, transparency
andintegrityof theprocess...”

AMID THE row between India
andChinaalongtheLineofActual
Control in Ladakh, the
Uttarakhand State Wildlife
Advisory Board on Monday gave
itsgo-aheadtothreeproposalson
transferof forestlandinGangotri
NationalParkfordevelopmentof
roads to make movement of
Indo-TibetanBorderPolice(ITBP)
personnel near China border.
Gangotri National Park is a
protected area.
Uttarakhand's Principal
Secretary (Forests) Anand
Bardhan said proposals regarding land transfer for these roads
will be sent to the National
Wildlife Board next.
Officials said land will be
transferredforroadconstruction
afterclearancefromthenational
Board.

Undertheseproposals,atotal
of 73.36 hectares of forest land
at three different sites of
Gangotri National Park will be
required to be transferred for
construction of separate roads,
totalling 35.66 km in length.
The first of these proposed
stretches is an 11.85-km road
planned between Sumla and
Thangla-1, a 17.60-km road from
Mandi to Sangchokla road, and a
third 6.21-km stretch proposed
road
from
Tripadi
to
Rangmachgaad.
Allthesearesmallhamletsin
theregion,neartheinternational
border with China.
A release from the state government, issued on Monday,
stated, “In the meeting, the
Uttarakhand State Wildlife
Advisory Board has agreed to
send proposals to the National
WildlifeBoardforpermissionfor
construction of various routes in
Gangotri National Park. These

routesareveryimportantfornational security.”
Theareawherelandhastobe
transferred for road development is in Uttarkashi district.
An agency of the Central
Public Works Department
(CPWD)willdeveloptheroads,it
was informed.
A senior official from the
stateForestDepartmentsaid,“At
present, ITBP and Army personnel have to walk 15 to 25 km
from the starting points of these
proposedroadstretchestoreach
near the border. Once these
roads are developed, distance to
the border will be reduced...”
The proposal document says
thatroadhastobedevelopedfor
the ITBP personnel. A forest official said Army personals also
move along the same route in
that area.

Elephant count up

In the meeting, the Forest

Department also informed that
anelephantcensus,takenupbetween June 6 and 8, has found
that there are in all 2,026 elephants in Uttarakhand.
Similar counts in 2012 had
reported 1,559 elephants; 1,488
animalswerefoundin2015census,and1,839in2017.Since2017,
the number of elephants has increasedby10.17percent,according to the department.
As per 2020 census, there are
304 adult male (282 tuskers and
22Makhna)and771adultfemale
elephants in Uttarakhand. The
population of sub-adult (5 to 15
years) was found at 447 – 181
maleand266femaleanimals.The
populationofjuvenileselephants
(1to05years)is285andsuckling
calves (below one year) 172.
Chief Minister Trivendra
Singh Rawat tweeted said that
sex ratio of elephants in
Uttarakhand is better than other
states.

Deal inked for first India-Bhutan
joint venture hydroelectric project
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

A CONCESSION agreement for
the first India-Bhutan joint venture hydroelectric project was
signed on Monday, paving the
way for commencement of its
construction and other related
works.
The concession agreement
for the 600 MW Kholongchhu
project between the Bhutanese
government and Kholongchhu
Hydro Energy Limited was
signed in the virtual presence of
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and his Bhutanese
counterpart Tandi Dorji, a
Ministry of External Affairs

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar attends the signing
ceremony via video conference in New Delhi on Monday. ANI
(MEA) statement said.
“The signing of the concessionagreementwillleadtocommencement of construction and

other works of this first joint
venturehydroelectricprojectbetween India and Bhutan. The
project is expected to be com-

Cong slams govt over ‘unjust,
insensitive’ fuel price hike
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

‘Cong culture to
loot treasure,
Modi’s plan to
spend it on poor’
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

THE CONGRESS on Monday
slammed the central government over the continuous increase in prices of petrol and
diesel, with party chief Sonia
Gandhi saying the government
was indulging in extortion. She
demanded immediate rollback
of the hike in fuel prices and excise duty to take them back to
pre-lockdown levels.
The Congress held protests
across the country against the
fuel price hike and increase in
excise duty and waged a campaign on social media.
Congress’s social media departmentheadRohanGuptasaid
the “speak up against fuel hike”
social media campaign elicited
good response, with more than
2.5 lakh tweets and a reach of
more than 16 crore people.
Sonia, in a video message,
said the government has since
theimpositionof thenationwide
lockdown on March 25 increased the prices of petrol and
diesel 22 times. While the price

pleted in the second half of
2025," it said.
The 600 MW run-of-theriver project is located on the
lower
course
of
the
Kholongchhu river in eastern
Bhutan’s Trashiyangtse district.
This is the first joint venture
project to be implemented in
Bhutan,Jaishankarsaid,congratulatingbothpartners— SatlujJal
Vidyut Nigam Limited (SJVNL)
and Druk Green Power
Corporation (DGPC) — for it.
Describing the agreement as
a "milestone", he said the commencement of construction activities of the project will create
economic and employment opportunities inBhutaninthiscritical time.

NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

Rajasthan Deputy CM Sachin Pilot with Congress leaders at a
protest in Jaipur against the fuel price hike. Rohit Jain Paras
of diesel has gone up Rs 11 per
litre, petrol has increased by Rs
9.12 per litre, she said. She said
the Modi government is planning to collect lakhs of crores by
raising excise duty.
“And all is happening at a
time when international crude
oil prices are continuously
falling,” she said, and when people are facing hardship because
of the pandemic and the lockdown.
Since 2014, Sonia said, the

governmenthasinsteadof transferringthebenefit of fallin international crude prices increased
excise duty on fuel 12 times,
helping it collect additional revenue of nearly Rs 18 lakh crore.
“This is yet another example
of filling the coffers with the
hard-earned money of the people,” she said, adding it is the
duty of the government to support citizens in difficult times
and not take advantage of their
plight and profiteer.

SLAMMINGCONGRESSpresident
Sonia Gandhi for targeting the
government over fuel prices,
PetroleumMinisterDharmendra
Pradhan said the Narendra Modi
governmenthastransferredmore
than Rs 65,000 crore to 42 crore
people in the last three months,
and that prices in India will stabiliseoncetheinternationalmarket prices start stabilising.
“Unlike@INCIndia'slegacyof
transferring money into the accounts of middlemen, 'National
Daamad, 'The Family' and Rajiv
Gandhi Foundation, Modiji's
DBT is about putting money in
the hands of the poor, farmers,
migrantworkforceandwomen,”
Pradhan tweeted.
“Your culture is to loot the
treasure,Modiji'splanistospend
it on the poor, needy and middle
class...,” Pradhan said.
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IN A FIRST SINCE COVID-19 OUTBREAK, COMMITTEE ON WELFARE OF OBCS HOLDS PHYSICAL MEETING

Parliament begins return to normalcy, hosts House panel meet
LIZ MATHEW

NEW DELHI, JUNE 29
THE MONSOON Session of
Parliament may take a while to
beginasthegovernmenthasnot
yet decided on a date, but functions of Parliament started returning to normalcy on Monday
with a committee holding a
physical meeting.
TheCommitteeonWelfareof
OtherBackwardClassesmetand
made important recommendations to various ministries, its
chairman and BJP MP Ganesh
SinghtoldTheIndianExpress.The
panel, which has 26 members,
metwith11of itsmemberspresent in the meeting held at
Parliament Annexe.

This was the first physical
meetingof aParliamentarycommittee since the Covid-19 outbreak hit the country and the
functions of Parliament.
AccordingtotheLokSabhawebsite, the next meeting of a
Parliamentary committee is
scheduled for July 10 — the
Public Accounts Committee
chaired by Congress MP Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury is to meet
that day. The website says the
agenda of the PAC meeting
would be “Consideration of
Memorandum No.1 regarding
selection of subjects for examinationduringtheyear2020-21”.
“This shows Parliamentary
functions are crawling back to
normalcy,” said an official.
On Monday, the committee

Rajya Sabha Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu and Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla are still reviewing options for holding the
Monsoon session.
on OBC welfare had called
Health Secretary Preeti Sudan
and four other witnesses to appear before it. “The panel has
taken some important recommendations and action from the
government will come soon,”
Singh said.

According to the agenda, the
committee was to take evidence
from health ministry officials on
“measuresundertakento secure
representation of OBCs in employment and for their welfare
in AIIMS and other central government medical institutions”.

Sources said the committee
has asked the government to ensure27percentquotafortheOBC
students in Navodaya and
Kendriya Vidyalayas. “The committeealsowantedtoextendthis
totheSainikschoolsandstate-run
medical colleges,” said a source.
Meanwhile, sources said
there has not been much
progress since the last meeting
on June 6 between Rajya Sabha
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
for reviewing options for holding the Monsoon session.
One of the options the secretariesgeneralof bothhousessuggested to the presiding officers
that day was holding hybrid sessions, as both chambers of
Parliament building face space

constraint to accommodate all
MPs for a session while abiding
tophysicaldistancingnormsand
the National Informatics Centre
(NIC), which provides cyber infrastructureforthegovernment,
cannotenablecapacityforvirtual
participation for all members.
Sources saidthegovernment
hasnotyetcommunicatedtothe
presiding officers its desire to
hold the session soon. “The session has to meet before
September 23, so the government still has time. The
Monsoon Session can be held in
September first week too,” said
an official. Sources also pointed
out that the members also do
not seem to be keen on coming
toDelhi,whichhasahighCovid19 case count.

Tibet govt-in-exile
urges UNHRC
session on ‘rights
abuse’ by China
SHUBHAJIT ROY

NEW DELHI, JUNE 29
PRESIDENT OF Central Tibetan
Administration (CTA) Lobsang
Sangay has “strongly urged” the
UN Human Rights Council
(UNHRC) and its member-countries to hold a special session to
evaluate “human rights violations”beingcarriedoutbyChina.
This comes days after 50 UN
independent experts called on
the UNHRC to “act with a sense
of urgency” to protect fundamental freedoms in regions under China, including Tibet, Hong
Kong, and Xinjiang.
In a statement, Sangay said
the CTA and Tibetans – both in
and outside Tibet – would like to
thank the UN experts for their
timely intervention and welcome their call for urgent decisive measures against the
Chinese government.
In the last six decades and
more, Tibetans within Tibet are
suffering under the “authoritarian rule” of Beijing, he said.
Sangay said the Chinese governmenthasstrippedTibetansof
theirbasichumanrightsguaranteed under the Universal
Declarationof HumanRights,annihilating the distinct identity of
Tibetansanddenyingthemtheir

inherentdignityof beinghuman.
Thetortures,enforceddisappearances,anddestructionof monasteries carried out by Beijing
against Tibetans are acts of
crimes against humanity and do
notfallshortof beingcategorized
as “cultural genocide”, he said.
The persecution and suppressionthroughhi-techsurveillance by China have forced 154
Tibetans from different walks of
life in Tibet to self-immolate as a
mark of peaceful protest against
the Chinese authorities since
2009, he said.
Sangay
said:
“The
unchecked, systemic, and egregious violations by the government of China with impunity in
Tibet has emboldened it to carry
outsimilar violationsinXinjiang
and now Hong Kong. It is time to
hold China accountable, otherwise it will have an adverse
global impact as evidenced by
the Wuhan-originated Covid-19
pandemic.
“As rightly noted by the UN
experts, the violations by China
are threateningworldpeace and
security,leadingtohumanrights
emergencies across the globe.”
The CTA and Tibetans supportthecallof theUNexpertson
theUNHRCtotakeurgentmeasures against Chinese human
rights violations, he said.

Govt expands its SC
team, led again by
Venugopal as AG,
Mehta as SG
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, AHMEDABAD,
JUNE 29

THE CENTRE on Monday notifiedthereappointmentof Senior
Advocate K K Venugopal as
Attorney General for India for a
period of one more year with effect from July 1. Senior Advocate
Tushar Mehta continues as
Solicitor General of India for another three years or till further
orders, whichever is earlier.
Additional Solicitor Generals
Vikramjit Banerjee,Aman Lekhi,
Madhavi Goradia Divan, K M
Natraj and Sanjay Jain continue
in their posts, as per the orders
issued by the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet regarding the government’s law
officers in the Supreme Court.
Besides,thegovernmentgets
six more ASGs in the Supreme
Court for three years -- Senior
Advocates
Balbir
Singh,
Suryaprakash V Raju, Rupinder
Singh Suri, M Venkataraman,
JayantKSudandAishwaryaBhati.
Raju, currently practising in
the Gujarat High Court, has handledsome of themost high-profile cases in the state. He represented Union Home Minister
Amit Shah in the Sohrabuddin

encounter case, in which Shah
was discharged, as well as several accused officers in other encountercasesinthestate,including that of Ishrat Jahan and
Tulsiram Prajapati.
His other clients have included rape-convict Asaram
Bapu, top officials of Calorex accused of forgery in leasing out
land to self-styled godman
Nithyanand, and Ahmedabad
DistrictCooperativeBank,which
accused Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi of defamation.
Appointments were also
made for ASGs to several high
courts – Senior Advocate
Yezdezard Jehangir Dastoor for
the Calcutta High Court, Senior
Advocate Chetan Sharma for
Delhi, Senior Advocate R
Sankarnarayanan for Madras,
SeniorAdvocateKrishnaNandan
Singh for Patna and Advocate
Devang Girish Vyas for the
Gujarat High Court.
The only one who is not a
SeniorAdvocate amongthenew
ASGs, Vyas is currently Assistant
Solicitor General at the Gujarat
High Court.
Anil C Singh and Satya Pal
Jain continue as ASGs of the
Bombay High Court and Punjab
andHaryanaHighCourt,respectively, for another three years.

MP BJP leader may face
action for outburst
against Vijayvargiya
MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, JUNE 29

SENIORBJPleaderBhanwarSingh
Shekhawat is in trouble as the
party has indicated that it could
initiate action against him, days
after he launched a broadside
against the party’s national generalsecretaryKailashVijayvargiya.
The former MLA and chairman of Madhya Pradesh State
Cooperative Bank had alleged
that Vijayvargiya funded nearly
a dozen BJP rebels in the 2018
Assembly elections which ensuredthatShivrajSinghChouhan
could not return to power again.
Shekhawat, who lost from
Badnawar seat in Dhar district,
alleged that Vijayvargiya had
funded Rajesh Agrawal, who
contestedasanIndependentand
got more than 30,000 votes. The
BJP had expelled Agrawal after
hisrebellionbutadmittedhimto
the party fold a few days ago.

New Delhi

While Vijayvargiya has chosen not to respond, state party
president V D Sharma said
Shekhawat has been called to
Bhopal.Sharmasaidthedecision
to bring back Agrawal was taken
by the party considering the bypolls. He said Vijayvargiya had
been given the responsibility of
five seats in Malwa region and
otherleadersof theremaining19
seatswhereby-electionsaredue.
Shekhawatstucktohisallegations, saying responsibility does
notmeanthatonecanfieldrebels
againstofficialnominees“whoare
your adversaries, fund them and
ensure they cut into party votes”.
When asked about the
party’s summons to him,
Shekhawat said he has sought
time to meet Chouhan.
“I will put my grievances
across. I am sure the party will
understand and take remedial
measures,” he said, adding that
hewasconfidenttheBJPwillnot
crack the whip against him.
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Apex court asks Centre
to clarify on visa
cancellation of foreign
Tablighi members
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

THESUPREMECourtonMonday
asked the Centre to clarify
whether visas of hundreds of
foreignnationalsassociatedwith
theTablighiJamathadbeencancelled, and if so whether orders
were issued in each case.
“If visas of these foreigners
are cancelled, why are they still
in India?...If not cancelled, we
will reject these petitions,” a
bench of Justices A M
Khanwilkar,DineshMaheshwari
and Sanjeev Khanna told
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta.
ThebenchaskedMehtatoinform it whether there was only
a general direction, or individual
orders were issued in each case,
intimating about blacklisting
and cancellation of visa.
Thecourtwashearingapetition by 34 of these foreign nationalschallenginganannouncement by the Ministry of Home
Affairs about their blacklisting.
Senior advocate Salman
Khurshid, appearing for the petitioners, said visas which are
granted every year have sud-

denly stopped.
The court, however, pointed
out that there was no order before it and it only had an official
press release.
Senior advocate C U Singh,
also appearing for the petitioners, said no notice nor any order
wasservedonanyindividual.He
submitted that there was no order stating that the visas will be
cancelled or the foreign nationalsblacklisted—whathappened
was their passports were simply
impounded, he added.
Advocate Rajat Nair, also appearing for the Centre, said the
government’s side had not been
served a copy of the petition yet.
The court said, “We need to
seeif casebycaseordersneedsto
be taken by the state government.” It added that visa cancellation needs to be done on a case
to case basis and that the orders
inthisregardshouldbeproduced.
Singh said the Centre must
consider the plea on humanitarian grounds also, and that these
Tablighi members should be
sentbacktotheircountryif there
was indeed a violation of visa
conditions, as their country
wants them back.

Karnataka works on
app to help patients
find beds as cases
rise in Bengaluru
JOHNSON T A

BENGALURU, JUNE 29
AT A time when Bengaluru faces
a bed crunch due to a spike in
Covid-19 cases, the software development team of Karnataka
Covid-19 War Room has been
entrusted with developing an
app that helps patients find a
hospital bed as easily as they
book a cab.
“Wewanttocreateanappthat
will work like Ola and Uber apps
for access to hospital beds. Only
thosewhotestpositiveforCovid19willbeabletobookabed,”said
Munish Moudgil, an IAS officer
who heads the War Room.
The app will have backend
verifications on an ICMR databaseof personswhotestpositive
forCovid-19eachdayandbedallocations will happen only after
these checks, Moudgil said.
Aprototypeoftheappisunder
development and officials on
Friday held discussions with IAS
officer Tushar Girinath, who has
beenputinchargeofstreamlining
bed availability in Bengaluru, to
understand requirements for the
app. “At present, data on hospital
bedavailabilityisonaspreadsheet.
An app is proposed, but it could
take a few days. The spreadsheet
data will be put in public domain
soon,”Girinathsaid.
According to epidemiologist
and ICMR Covid-19 research
group member Dr Giridhar R
Babu, technology must be used
to address the problem of finding beds for Covid-19 patients.
“Realtime allocation of beds
and ICUs using technology can

help save lives. Self-assessment,
findinghospitalsfortesting/hospitalisation and support should
be integrated on the app or telephone,” he stated.
The software development
team has so far developed six
apps for different functions, including contact tracing, quarantine watch, tracking arrivals and
critical patients.
Bengalurucurrentlyhas2,692
activeCovid-19cases.Whileonly
1,514 beds are available in the
government health set-up, privatehospitalshavenotopenedup
beds for non-insurance patients
yet,saycityhealthofficials.Asper
official data, only 418 patients
have been admitted to private
hospitals since June 1, despite
availability of 1,500 beds on paper. Thecityreportedthehighest
single-day spike of 783 cases on
Sunday.
“The government healthcare
system is getting overwhelmed.
Although private hospitals have
allotted ICU beds on paper for
Covid-19 care, they are not allotting themto patients referred by
the state,” a health official said.
OnJune23,theKarnatakagovernmentissuedanorderunderthe
National Disaster Management
Act for taking over 50 per cent of
beds at all private hospitals. On
Saturday,thestategovernmentissued a warning to private hospitals not releasing beds for Covid19 patients. “Non compliance to
theorderwillattractpunishment
under relevant sections...” states
the warning signed by Chief
SecretaryTMVijayBhaskar.
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Fancy Bazar area wears a deserted look, in Guwahati. PTI

Guwahati lockdown
begins, Himanta says
must ensure its success
Health workers conduct a door-to-door survey in a slum in Mumbai on Monday. Amit Chakravarty

Maharashtraextendslockdown
tillJuly31,morecurbsinplace
SANDEEP ASHAR
MUMBAI, JUNE 29

CONCERNED OVER a spike in
Covid-19cases,MaharashtragovernmentonMondaydeferredfurther reopening of the state economy while extending the
lockdown in the state till July 31.
Norms governing movement of
publicforshopping,outdoorphysical exercise and non-essential
travel have been issued to ensure
fewerpeoplestepoutof home.
Accordingtothelatestguidelines issued on Monday, shopping,outdoorexerciseandmovement for all other non-essential
activities has to be limited to
neighbourhood areas. No such
curbs were announced when
suchactivitieswerefirstpermitted from June 5 as part of the
‘Mission Begin Again' initiative.
“Maharashtra is threatened
withthespreadof Covid-19virus
and therefore to take certain
emergencymeasurestoprevent
and contain the spread of the
virus,itisexpedienttoextendthe
lockdown in the entire state till
July 31, 2020,” said the notification, signed by Chief Secretary
Ajoy Mehta, for the revised

guidelines issued on Monday.
“Movement of persons for
non-essential activities like
shopping and outdoor exercises
shall be restricted within the
neighbourhood limit, with all
the necessary prescribed
mandatoryprecautionsof wearing masks, social distancing and
personal hygiene. Unrestricted
movement will be permitted
onlyforattendingplacesof work
that are allowed to remain open
and bonafide humanitarian requirements including medical
reason,” it added.
Non-essential markets, market areas and shops can stay
open only until 5 pm in the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
(MMR)andotherhotspots.Malls
and market complexes will remain shut.
A proposal to increase staff in
privateofficesfrom10percentto
25percenthasbeendeferred.So
has the unlocking of export-oriented industrial units and also
those located in areas inside the
special economic zones and industrialestateswithinthemunicipal corporation areas of MMR.
“Further easing under
Mission Begin Again will be notified in due course,” stated the

order. However, it clarified that
all economic activities permitted previously will continue to
be allowed.
The order mentioned that
“staggering of work/business
hours will be followed in offices,
workplaces, shops, markets, industrial and commercial establishments”.
Last week, in an interview to
The Indian Express, Mehta had
saidthattheonlywaytomanage
a city like Mumbai in a post
Covid-19situationwasbygetting
offices and shops in Mumbai to
stagger work hours, summon
employees in shifts and encourageworkfromhome.WhileSOPs
are being formulated in this regard,sourcessaidthatcontaining
thespreadof thenewcasesisthe
government’s top priority.
Since June 5, when the first
phaseoftheUnlockbegan,aspike
of 92,090 infections has been reported across the state, with
Mumbai’s satellite cities and a
fewothertier-2citiesaccounting
forbulkoftheincreasedcaseload.
A central team had on Sunday
flagged the surge in cases in
Thane, Solapur and Aurangabad
districts in particular, recommending tightening of norms.

Thane: More
restrictions
likely from July 2
Mumbai: Authorities are
planning to impose several restrictions in Thane
city for a 10-day period
from July 2.
More details on the
restrictions,whichwould
be effective in areas that
come under the Thane
Municipal Corporation,
will be clarified by the
civic body on Tuesday.
On June 3, when lockdown rules were eased in
the state, TMC had reported4,019cases and84
deaths. Since then, the
number of patients has
increased by 139 per cent
to 9,644 while fatalities
haveincreasedby275per
cent to 315.
TMC
Deputy
Commissioner Sandeep
Malvi said a decision on
the restrictions will be
taken on Tuesday. ENS

SHAJU PHILIP

FOR NEARLY three months,
Kadakam, a nondescript village
in Kerala’s Kasaragod district,
took care of a 32-year-old
Rwandan as he got stuck there
during the nationwide lockdown after going there for a
friend's wedding. On July 2, as
Ukizemwabo Bevanue flies out
— thanks again to local residents
who collected money for his
ticket — they plan to hand him
some more money. To get over
the isolation period upon landing back home.
All this thanks to the
Beautiful Game.
Like elsewhere in Kerala, lo-

A 14-DAY lockdown began in
Guwahati on Monday with even
grocery stores shut amid a constant surge in Covid cases in
Assam.Thelockdownprompted
the Meghalaya government to
impose curbs in areas bordering
Guwahati.
Assam Health Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma told reporters,“Wecannotkeepimposing complete lockdowns again
andagain.Wehavetoensurethat
this lockdown is successful in
checking the spread of Covid in
Guwahati.”
“The situation might get
complicatedinthenextfewdays
andtherefore,wehavetobevery
careful. We have not issued
passes and have not allowed
even grocery stores to open, so
thatthelockdown is successful,”
Sarma said, adding the govern-

No suggestion to extend TN
lockdown: panel member
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHENNAI, JUNE 29

THEEXPERTcommitteesetup to
advise the Tamil Nadu government on tackling Covid has
favoured restrictions based on
the scenario in specific regions
and has not recommended extension of the lockdown in force
inthestatetillTuesday,oneof its
members said.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JUNE 29

LONG WAIT: Commuters faced delays in Kolkata on Monday with most private buses
continuing to stay off the road as the West Bengal government refused a fare hike. The
government is now banking on tram and ferry services and also planning to bring in
state-run buses from other districts. Shashi Ghosh

CHIEF MINISTER Mamata
Banerjee on Monday said that
the state government will form
a ‘Covid Warrior Club’, comprising people who have recovered
fromthecoronavirus,toperform
voluntary service at hospitals
and help contain the pandemic.
Addressing a press conference, Banerjee said, “We are
starting a Covid Warrior Club. It
will haverecoveredpatients.We
are starting with Behrampur,
wherewehavefound60individuals who have been cured of
Covid. They will do voluntary
service and make people aware
of the fact that Covid can be
cured. They will be given a

Kerala village, its love for football look after Rwanda man
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE 29

GUWAHATI, JUNE 29

ment may consider allowing
grocery stores and fruit and vegetable vendors after the first
seven days of the lockdown.
Guwahatireported130cases
on Sunday. The lockdown was
announced on Friday with long
queues outside shops over the
last two days.
The Assam government has
established facilities for swab
collections in 31 Covid Care
Centres and 12 hospitals across
Guwahati.Sarmahasurgedpeople to come forward and get
themselves tested if they observe any symptoms.
Meanwhile, Meghalaya Chief
MinisterConradSangmatweeted,
“Government has decided that
the locations in Meghalaya bordering Guwahati i.e Byrnihat,
Jorabat till Khanapara will be under #lockdown due to the surge
in #Covid_19 cases in #Assam.
Inter-state movement continues
toberestricted.DCwillissuenecessary orders accordingly.

It also wanted the “successful
initiative”of holdingfevercamps
inthecitytobeextendedtoother
parts of the state as well, Dr
Prabhdeep Kaur of the National
Institute of Epidemiology-ICMR
saidaftertakingpartinameeting
chaired by CM K Palaniswami
here.“Ourcommitteedidnotrecommend lockdown. It is called a
bluntinstrument.Thoughnotthe
best solution, it is needed sometimes,” she said.

Bengal to form Covid Warrior
Club with recovered patients

STUCK FOR 3 MONTHS DUE TO LOCKDOWN, 32-YR-OLD WILL LEAVE HIS ‘SECOND HOME’ ON JULY 2

calsinKadakamare“crazyabout
the game”, as well as the enthusiasm brought by African players to the dusty seven-a-side
football grounds. And Bevanue,
a part-time footballer, had enthralled them with his craft almost a decade ago.
For the last three months,
Kadakam took care of not just
“Benny” — as locals fondlycalled
him, finding his second name a
touch difficult to pronounce —
but also his family of wife and
two children back in Rwanda.
Bevanue reached India in
February on a student visa and
joined an MBA course at an institute in Trichy. Soon came an
invitation for the wedding of
Renjith K C, a native of Kadakam
and Bevanue’s friend since the
time they were graduate stu-

ABHISHEK SAHA

dentsatAnnamalaiUniversityin
Tamil Nadu.
Seven-a-sidefootballtournaments being popular in north
Kerala’s villages, African players
— many of them studying in the
country — are quite sought after.
“In 2010-11, a local football club,
Kadakam Friends Combine, was
looking for African players in local matches. I took up the idea of
bringingBevanue,whohadbeen
a local player in his college days.
Thatseason,theclubfieldedhim
inregionalsevens’tournaments,
introducing him to Kerala
grounds,” said Ranjith, an agriculturalofficerwitharuralbank.
Renjith’s wedding, slated for
the last week of March, stands
postponed.
Bevanue, who reached
Kasaragod weeks before the D-

Ukizemwabo Bevanue
reached India in February
on a student visa

day, got stuck in the lockdown.
While his plans to make some
money by playing some local
seven-a-side games lay shattered,theclubcametohisrescue.
Kadakam Friends Combine
secretary Sudheesh Kumar said,
“We are crazy about football.
When we learned about
Bevanue’splight,theclubimmediately found a vacant house for
his stay. We, the members and
local residents, supplied food
and essentials for cooking.”
To alleviate his concern for
family back in Rwanda, “we
raised money several times to
helphimtransferasum”,Kumar
said.
Bevanue, he said, had only Rs
1,200 when he reached
Kasaragod.
Bevanue said, “But for the in-

tervention of the local people
andtheclub,Iwouldhaveended
in misery. I know many of them
did not have work during the
lockdown, yet they contributed
to help me and my family. I am
sad that I cannot give back anything for this love and care of the
people of Kerala.”
Kumar said they managed to
collect Rs 1 lakh for his return
flight only on Monday. “Our club
members are ordinary workers,
many of them daily wagers. Yet,
they were not hesitant to contribute to help Bevanue return.
Today, we paid Rs 75,000 for his
airfare.”
Renjith said the locals would
giveasumbeforeheleaves.After
all,“hehastostayalone(inquarantine) for some time on reaching home”.

Mamata Banerjee at State
Secretariat on Monday. Express
stipendandthegovernmentwill
arrange for their food and accommodation.”
Soon there will be such clubs
across the state, she said. The
members will voluntarily make
people aware of the treatment
and may also help doctors and
nurses, for which they will get a
stipend.

“This Covid Warrior Club
may seem unnatural now, but
soonitwillbeanexampleforthe
country,” Banerjee said.
The CM also declared July 1 a
state holiday to acknowledge
medical frontline workers who
are fighting the pandemic. “As it
is National Doctor’s Day, we requesttheCentreandotherstates
to declare it a national holiday.”
India celebrates National
Doctors’ Day as a tribute to Dr
Bidhan Chandra Roy, a Bharat
Ratna awardee and former CM
of West Bengal.
Banerjee also said, “The government is starting telemedicine
for all other diseases throughout
thestatefromJuly1.Telemedicine
wasavailableforCovid-19earlier.
Eachdistrictwillhaveitsowntelephone number...”

Central team expresses
concern over containment
measures in Hyderabad
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, JUNE 29

A CENTRAL team led by Luv
Agarwal, Joint Secretary, Union
Ministry of Health and Welfare,
on Monday visited areas under
the
Greater
Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation (GHMC)
as part of its survey to ascertain
the causes behind the massive
spike in Covid-19 cases reported
in the city over the last week.
During discussions with
health department officials, the
central team is learnt to have expressed concerns over containment measures.
The team questioned how
contact-tracingcanbecarriedout
whensharedautorickshawswere
plyingfreelyandpointedoutthat
too many people were moving

New Delhi

around freely without masks or
social distancing norms.
According to officials, the
team interacted with health
workers in at least two containment zones — Himayathnagar
and Dommalguda — and visited
the homes of those who had recovered from Covid-19 in these
areas.Theteamalsospoketoresidentsabouttherestrictionsthey
are facing.
The Central team also visited
the
newly-constructed
Telangana Institute of Medical
Sciences in the Gachibowli area
— being touted as a 1,000 bed
dedicatedCovidcarefacility—to
check on supplies.
Chief Secretary Somesh
Kumar said the state was conducting tests as per ICMR guidelines. “We are testing where it is
requiredandnecessary,”hesaid.

8 EXPRESS NETWORK
Give opt-out facility to
all candidates who can’t
make it to CA exam: SC
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
asked the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI) to extendits‘opt-out’facilityforcandidates who are unable to attend
the July 29-August 16 Chartered
Accountancy (CA) exams due to
the pandemic to all candidates
who cannot make it, irrespective
of whether they opted to remain
out or not.
A bench of Justice A M
Khanwilkar, Dinesh Maheshwari
and Sanjiv Khanna observed that
theICAIshouldbeflexibleinconducting exams given the prevailing situation.
“Suppose a candidate has not
chosen the opt-out option but
suddenlycomesunderacontainmentzone.Whatwillyoudo?You
should treat candidates who do
not appear as opt-out cases,” the
bench said.
ThebenchalsoadvisedICAIto
keep open the option for change

inexaminationuntilthelastweek
and not to freeze it, as the situation is constantly evolving.
Counselforthepetitioner,advocate Alakh Alok Srivastava,
urgedthecourttodirectthatthere
should be one centre per district.
Butthebenchpointedoutthat
the suggestion is being disputed
by ICAI. If there is low requirement,whyshouldtherebeacentre, the court added.
The ICAI's counsel submitted
that there are 567 test centres
identified and sanitised properly,
and the same cannot be changed
now. He said that as per standard
operating procedure, the authorities will shift the examination
centreiftheareaisdeclaredacontainment zone. He pointed out
thatoutofaround3.46lakhregisteredaspirants,only53,000have
taken the 'opt-out' option.
But the court reiterated that
thereshouldbeoptionforchange
incentreincasetheareabecomes
a containment zone.
The court will now hear the
matter on July 2.

Conman who duped 20
employers of lakhs nabbed
Ahmedabad: A 23-year-old man
from Rajasthan, who was arrested by Ahmedabad Crime
Branch on Monday for allegedly
duping at least 20 employers of
lakhs of rupees, claimed that he
was inspired by the character of
conman Frank Abagnale shown
in Steven Spielberg’s film ‘Catch
Me If You Can’, police said.
The accused, Jai alias Jayesh
Soni, a resident of Udaipur, and
withhisfathermadeseveralfake
IDsusingthecopiesof theiroriginal Aadhaar cards in order to

commit fraud. According to officials of Ahmedabad Detection of
Crime Branch, the accused managed to commit fraud against 20
employers in Ahmedabad,
VadodaraandUdaipurwhileimpersonating different names in
the past five years.
“The accused and his father
watched ‘Catch me if you can in
2015 and got the idea. Soni learnedauditing,tallyandexcelsheet
work from YouTube. He and his
fatherthencreatedfakeIDs,”said
B V Gohil, ACP, DCB.
ENS
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UPbracesforlocusts,Lucknow
readywithmistgunsandDJs

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, JUNE 29

ASSWARMSoflocustsflytowards
central Uttar Pradesh, the
Lucknow administration has deployedmistgunsandfiretenders
forchemicalspray,andDJsystems
andbandstobeltouthighdecibel
sound to ward off the pests.
The UP government recently
puttheentirestateonahighalert
andiscloselywatchingthepossiblemovementoflocuststowards
Lucknow, Kanpur, Auraiya and
Unnaoduetoachangeinwinddirection. These pests have flown
over 19 districts in western and
eastern UP as well as Bundelkhand region since May 26 with
JhansiandAuraiyarecordingmajor crop losses.
Lucknow Municipal Commissioner Indramani Tripathi said,
“We have readied mist sprinklers
withacapacityofabout1lakhlitres
ofchemicals.TwelveDJsandbands
are at ready to play high decibel
sound.Firetenderswillalsobedeployedforchemicalspray.”
AspertheAgricultureDepartment, locusts were sighted in

A drone in action in Farrukhabad in Uttar Pradesh. Express
sevendistrictsonSundayandfour
onMonday,andwereexpectedto
arrive in Unnao by late evening.
Some reports suggest that some
swarms have moved towards
Bihar and even Nepal.
Thoughfarmersaremorevulnerable to losses, Lucknow is no
less susceptible as it has several
parks and gardens. For example,
LohiaParkisspreadover76acres
with a variety of trees and plants,
andJaneshwarMishraParkissituatedon152hectaresofland.The

GovernorHouseboastsofnotonly
lawns but also medicinal and
herbal garden known as
Dhanvantari Vatika. It also has a
horticulture garden where fruits,
vegetablesandflowersaregrown.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,
state Agriculture Minister Surya
PratapShahi,“Atpresent,thereare
reportsoflocustsin10-11districts.
Today,therewerereportsof their
settlinginKushinagardistrict,but
farmers used high decibel sound
todivertthem,andtheycouldnot

sit on the crop.” He said Rs 3 lakh
has been sanctioned to each district to deal with the challenge.
“Today,withthehelpofateam
of the Government of India,
droneswereusedforthefirsttime
tosprinklechemicalsonlocustsin
Farrukhabad district, and they
weresuccessfullykilled.Airclearance was given for the use of
drones,” the minister said.
“Officialshavealsobeenasked
to conduct a survey to assess
losses, but in most places, there
are no crop losses and a larger
damage has been averted so far,”
said Shahi.
Additional Chief Secretary
Agriculture Devesh Chaturvedi
said swarms have moved to
Unnao and another swarm to
Farrukhabad from Fatehpur due
to unpredictable wind movement. “We will run operation
through drones in Farrukhabad
tonight.Someswarmshavegone
back to Agra. So, this is another
challenge. But apart from Jhansi
and Auraiya, there has not been
much crop damage in the state,”
hesaid,addingthatevenhelicopters will be used to eliminate
the pests.

Govt to deploy helicopters to spray pesticides to check locusts
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

AFTER USING drones for locust
control, the government will deployhelicoptersforaerialspraying
of pesticides to stop the spread of
theswarms.
According to sources, Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra
SinghTomarwillflagoffahelicop-

ter with spray equipment from a
helipadfacilityatGreaterNoidain
Uttar Pradesh on Tuesday. “The
helicopter will fly for Air Force
Station at Uttarlai, Barmer, where
itwillbestationed,andfromthere
it will be deployed for locust control in desert areas of Barmer, Jaisalmer,Bikaner,JodhpurandNagaurasperprotocol,”saidasource.
“The helicopter firm, M/s.
MalhotraHelicopters,hasbeenfi-

nalised for conduct of single pilot
operation with Bell 206-B3 helicopter having pesticide carrying
capacity of 250 litres in one trip
and which can cover 25-50hectare area in one flight. The totalcontractvalueisaroundRs1.25
croreforaminimumguaranteeof
100 hours in 60 days and there is
anincentiveclauseof Rs10lakh.”
The government earlier used
drones to control locust swarms.

Itislearntthattheministryhadengaged five companies to provide
services of drones. “Until now 12
droneshavebeendeployedforlocust control in Jaisalmer, Barmer,
Jodhpur,BikanerandNagaur,”said
a source. “India has become the
first country to use drones for locust control. Total amount sanctioned for deployment of drones
is Rs 1.2 crore for a period of 30
days,”thesourceadded.

Chhattisgarh tribals
walk over 50 km to
demand cash payment
for tendu leaves
GARGI VERMA

BIJAPUR, JUNE 29
ARMED WITH bows and arrows
andcarryingidolsofdeities,thousands of villagers from 18 gram
panchayatsand50villagesofBijapur’sGangaloorareawalkedmore
than 50 km Monday to gather in
protestatthedistrictcollector’sofficewithseveraldemands,includingcashpaymentfortenduleaves
insteadof banktransfers.
TheChhattisgarhgovernment
decidedtoallowcashpaymentfor
forest produce in Sukma,
Dantewada and Bijapur districts.
Accordingtoofficials,thedecision
was taken after Chhattisgarh
Minister Kawasi Lakhma made a
request saying that banks are not
accessible for everyone in the
three Maoist-affected districts.
On Monday morning, Bijapur
police were alerted about a large
group walking into the city area
from Cherpal. While barricades
weresetupondifferentpartsofthe
road, the villagers pushed past
them and policemen to reach the
collector’soffice,whereasmalldelegation was allowed to meet the
collector, DFO and other officials.
Nopoliticalpartywasinvolved.
“Ourmajordemandisthatthe
villagers be paid in cash and not
directbanktransfersforthetendu
leaves they procure and sell. It is
one of the major income sources
and coming to the city to withdrawcashisoftenmoreexpensive
than the amount to be withdrawn. Some people don't even
have bank accounts,” said Raju
Kalmu(35),oneoftherepresentatives part of the delegation.
RameshPunem,anotherrepresentative, said, “We want the

KERALA

Probe into actress extortion
bid exposes gold smuggling
racket using celebrities: Police

DIRECTORATE OF MEDICAL
EDUCATION & RESEARCH

Govt. Dental College & Hospital Building 4th floor, St. George's Hospital
Compound, P.D' mello Road, Mumbai- 400001.
Tel. No. +91-22-22620361 -65/ 22652251/57/59. Telegram "MEDUCATNSEARCH"
Fax- +91-22-22620562/22652168
Websie : http:/www.dmer.org
No. DMER/G-2/E-tender Notice/Grocery, Vegetables and fruits/2020,3414 Date :- 26.06.2020

SHAJU PHILIP

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, JUNE 29

E-TENDER NOTICE

1) DIRECTOR, Directorate of Medical Education & Research, Mumbai (DMER)
invites the tenders by e-tendering process in two envelope systems for Grocery,
Vegetables and Fruits for all hospitals and Medical colleges under DMER &
Directorate of Ayurved for the period of one year, This notice is also notified in leading
English & Marathi Newspaper
Sr. No.
Name of Tender
01 Supply of Grocery to Government Medical/Ayurved Colleges and attached
hospital
02 Supply of Vegetables and Fruits to Government Medical/Ayurved Colleges
and attached hospital
1
2
3
4
5

ANNEXURE "A"

Release of tender documents
Download and preparation
Closing of Bid
Date & time for submission of tender
Pre bid Meeting

30.06.2020 1700
30.06.2020 1701 to 22.07.2020 1700
22.07.2020 1701 to 23.07.2020 1700
23.07.2020 1701 to 27.07.2020 1700
Queries regarding this tender to be
sent via email to above mentioned
email id till 09.07.2020 1700 Hrs,
any queries received after this shall
not be considered
6 Opening of Technical Bid (Envelop No. 1) 28.07.2020 1100
7 Opening of Commercial Bid (Envelop Shall be intimated separately
No. 2)
2) For detail information, the bidders interested may visit the website
https://dmer.maharashtra.etenders.in, https://maharashtra.gov.in
3) The interested bidders will have to pay service provider fee for online submission
of bid @ Rs. 1092/- per submission should be made online mode only. The non
refundable tender fee per tender @ Rs. 10000/- (Ten Thousand only) will be paid
online.
4) Time schedule and Terms & Conditions of tender are available on the website.
https://dmer.maharashtra.etenders.in, http://maharashtra.gov.in
5) The Directorate of Medical Education & Research reserves the right to make any
change in the tender terms & conditions & schedules of the tender and can reject
the tender without any assigning any reason.
6) For e-tendering help/information please contact.
website : https://dmer.maharashtra.etenders.in
Email :- gbranchdmer@gmail.com
Contact no DMER - 22621988, 22617295
contact no :- Mr. Sandeep - 9167969615
Help Line No - 020-25315555

DGIPR-2020-2021/273

Sd/Director,
Medical Education and Research, Mumbai.

C.´fi. ´ff½fSX MÑXfaÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSmXVf³f d»fd¸fMXZOX
BÊ- d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¹fÊ/ Af´fcd°fÊ
WZ °fb BÊ-d³fd½fQf¹fZÔ Qû ·ff¦fûÔ ¸fZÔ ªfe.EÀf.Me. ¸fZÔ
´faªfeIÈ °f, ´fid°fd¿N°f E½fa A³fb·f½fe NZ IZ QfSûÔ/ R ¸fûË
ÀfZ Afg³f »ffBÊ ³f BÊ -d³fd½fQf ´fûMÊ »f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊ M
‘http://etender.up.nic.in’ ´fS Af¸fadÂf°f
I e ªff°fe W` Ü d³fd½fQf ¸fc»¹f ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f °f±ff
²fSûWS
SfdVf
AfS.Me.ªfe.EÀf./
E³f.ER .AfBÊ .Me./¶f`ÔI ¦ffS¯Me IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ
Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f £f¯O,
A¸fSûWf IZ ·ffS°fe¹f ÀMZ M ¶f`ÔI Vff£ff-ªfû¹ff
(dªf»ff-A¸fSûWf) ¸fZÔ Àfa¨ffd»f°f ¨ff»fc £ff°ff Àfa.
(Current Account)- 30723557626,
IFSC Code- SBIN 0007413, MICR
No. 244002026 ¸fZÔ MZ ¯OS £fb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffaI
ÀfZ EI dQ³f ´fc½fÊ °fI ªf¸ff I SZÔÜ A³¹f d³f¹f¸f ½f
Vf°fÊ d½f·ff¦f IZ d³f²ffÊdS°f d³f¹f¸f ½f Vf°fÊ C.´fi.´ff½fS
I fS´fûSm Vf³f d»f. IZ R f¸fÊ E/¶fe IZ A³fbÀffS Wû¦fe
dªf³WZÔ dI Àfe ·fe I f¹fÊdQ½fÀf ¸fZÔ A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ
IZ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ QZ£ff ªff ÀfI °ff W` Ü d½fÀ°fÈ°f
d½f½fS¯f BÊ -d³fd½fQf ´fûMÊ »f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊ M ´fS d³fd½fQf
£fb»f³fZ IZ Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f °fI C´f»f¶²f
SWZ ¦ffÜ d³fd½fQf dI Àfe ·fe ÀfaVfû²f³f ¹ff d°fd±f
d½fÀ°ffS BÊ -d³fd½fQf ´fûMÊ »f ´fS A½fV¹f QZ£f d»f¹ff
ªffEÜ BÊX d³fd½fQf £fb»f³fZ IYe dQ³ffaIY25.07.2020 1. BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff-116/
BÊ.Me.Àfe.dõ./ E¸f./ 2020 d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f J¯O,
A¸fSûWf IZ Aa°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi
Àf`Q³f¦f»fe ´fS 01 ³fa. 132 IZ .½fe. E½fa 01 ³fa. 33
IZ .½fe. ¶fZ ¶f³ff³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ .

A PROBE into an alleged bid to extort
moneyfromaMalayalamfilmactresshas
exposed a racket in which film personalities and models in Kerala were used as
carriers of smuggled gold, police said.
Kochi City Police on Monday arrested
celebrityhairstylistHarris,whohailsfrom
Thrissurdistrict,inconnectionwithcases
pertainingtoextortionof actressShamna
Kasim and some models.
Since last Wednesday, seven persons
havebeenarrestedforallegedlythreatening and extorting cash from Kasim. The
gang allegedly approached her parents
withafakemarriageproposal.Afterafew
meetings and phone
calls,theparentsbecame
4000/-, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf I f ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f suspicious and com¸fc»¹f ÷ . 590/- 2. BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff-117/ plainedtothepolice.One
BÊ.Me.Àfe.dõ./ E¸f./ 2020 d½fôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f J¯O, of the gang members,
A¸fSûWf IZ Aa°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi who was posing as the
¦fªfSü»ff E½fa 132 IZ .½fe. Àf`Q³f¦f»fe ´fS prospectivebridegroom,
hadallegedlydemanded
Ad¦³fVf¸f³f ¹faÂfûÔ I û ·fS³fZ E½fa ´fZÔdMa ¦f I f I f¹fÊÜ Rs 1 lakh from Kasim,
²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 2000/-, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf I f which led her family to
ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ÷ . 590/-, 3. BÊ-d³fd½fQf suspect the proposal.
Later, eight models
Àfa£¹ff-118/ BÊ.Me.Àfe.dõ./ E¸f./ 2020 d½fôb°f
´ffSm ¿f¯f J¯O, ²ff¸f´fbS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe. cameforwardwithcomC´fIZ ³Qi ³fªfe¶ff¶ffQ ´fS Ad¦³fVf¸f³f C´fI S¯fûa I û plaints that they had
beenkeptincaptivityand

·fS³fZ £fSf¶f ´ffMÊ ¶fQ»f³fZ E½fa ´fZÔdMa ¦f I f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 2000/-, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf I f
ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ÷ . 590/-, 4. BÊ-d³fd½fQf
Àfa£¹ff-119/ BÊ.Me.Àfe.dõ./ E¸f./ 2020 d½fôb°f
´ffSm¿f¯f J¯O, d¶fªf³füS IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe.
C´fIZ ³Qi °ffªf´fbS ´fS dÀf¢¹fûdSMe R`Ô ³fdÀfa¦f I e ÀfR fBÊ E½fa
§ffÀf AfdQ d³fI f»f³fZ I f A³fbSÃf¯f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS
SfdVf ÷ . 2000/-, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf I f ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f
¸fc»¹f ÷ . 590/-, 5. BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff-120/
BÊ.Me.Àfe.dõ./ E¸f./ 2020 d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f J¯O,
A¸fSûWf IZ Aa°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi ¦fªfSü»ff ´fS
36 IZ .½fe. Rama Make Male/Female
Arms Assembly I e Af´fcd°fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ .
2000/-, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf I f ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ÷ .
590/-, kkSXf¿MÑX dWX°f ¸fZÔ d¶fªf»fe ¶f¨ff¹fZlÔ l WXÀ°ff./A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f ´ffSmX¿f¯f ¸faOX»f dõX°fe¹f,
CX.´fi. ´ff½fSX MÑXf³Àf. IYf´fûÊ d»f. ¸fbSXfQf¶ffQ ´fÂffaIY1474 d½f.´ff.¸f.dõX.¸fb./BÊX-d³fd½fQf/2020 dQ³ffaIY
29/06/2020

TENDER NOTICE

money was extorted from them. These
models were allegedly forced to work as
carriers of gold.
Kochi City Police Commissioner Vijay
Sakhare told the media that gang members Muhammed Shareef and Rafeeque
contactedKasimthroughHarris,whohas
close links with the film industry. “More
victimsarecomingforward,henceweare
lookingatregisteringmorecases,”hesaid.
On Monday, police summoned actor
Dharmajan Bolgatty based on information that he had been in touch with some
of the arrested persons. After deposing,
DharmajantoldthemediathatHarrisgot
Kasim’s number from him. Dharmajan
said the gang earlier contacted him over
phone but he did not take it seriously.
Police sources said there was no evidence so far to suggest that the arrested
persons had used film personalities and
modelsascarriersofsmuggledgold.They
allegedlyluredwomenwiththepromise
of huge remuneration if they worked as
carriersof gold.Thegangwouldallegedly
extortgoldornamentsfromthemtomeet
immediateexpenses,andpromisetopay
thembackoncethegoldwasferried.After
pocketingthevaluablesfromthewomen,
the gang would abandon them, and
threatenthemagainstrevealinganything.
However, smuggling of gold using
celebrities is rampant, police sources
added.

JHARKHAND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE
COMPANY
ANY LIMITED
DEVELOPMENT COMP
3rd FLOOR, RRDA BUILDING, PRAGATI SADAN, KUTCHERY
RANCHI 834 001, JHARKHAND.
Ph: +91 651 2243203, Cell no.: +91-9431
+91-94311103781
e-mail: juidcolimited@gmail.com
CIN: U45200JH2013SGC001752

CORRIGENDUM 1

NIT No: - JUIDCO/NIT/WSS/2243/2019/342
Tender ID: - 2020_UDD_45110_1 Ref PR No.: - 228873
All the bidders are hereby informed that Corrigendum 1for the
tender “Selection of Consultant for Preparation of Detail Project Report
(DPR) and providing Project Management Consultancy (PMC) services for
Augmentation and Strengthening/ New water Supply Scheme in 11 towns
of Jharkhand namely Mahagama Nagar Panchayat, Barharwa Nagar
Panchayat,
Kapali Nagar Parishad, Chhatarpurnagara Panchayat,
Hariharganj Nagar Panchayat, Banshidharnagar Nagar Panchayat,
Dhanwar Nagar Panchayat, BarkiSaraiya Nagar Panchayat, Domchanch
Nagar Panchayat, Gomiya Nagar Parishad and Bachra Nagar Parishad in
Jharkhand” has been published on the e-procurement website of
Government of Jharkhand.
It is requested to please refer the same before submission of bids.
e-procurement website:-http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in
81504/HRY.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

PR.NO.230071 Urban Development(20-21):D

New Delhi

Sd/Project Director (Tech.)
JUIDCO Ltd., Ranchi

Outside the collector’s office
on Monday. Express
bonuspromisedontendupattain
2018-2019, an increased scholarship for tribal students, schools
and hospitals in the villages. The
tribals are tortured by the police,
which needs to stop too."
BastarIGPSundarrajsaid,“No
social gathering is allowed, so we
triedhardtodispersethevillagers.
However, they were not harmed
and eventually allowed to reach
the collectorate."
Activist Soni Sori was Sunday
barred from leaving her house by
police after she informed the police about her plans to join the
protest. “I also wanted to go to
Sarkegudawhereaneventwasorganised to create memorials for
the people who were killed in
2012 in a fake encounter. However,Iwasn’tallowedtogotoeither
places by the police, who served
meanoticestatingthatsinceIhave
been provided security, I can't go
toNaxal-affectedareas.Thisisaviolation of my rights and a way to
suppresstribalvoices,"shesaid.
Sundarraj said, “We couldn’t
have allowed anyone to go for a
public event as due to Covid-19,
allpublicgatheringsarebanned.”

Rlys plans to earn
via station vendors
who will provide
thermal cameras
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

ASTHERMALcamerasbecomeincreasingly common for scanning
body temperatures of people in
crowded areas, the Railways has
chanced upon a method of earningmoneyoutof this.
InapilotprojectinBiharstarting Monday, train passengers in
Patna railway station will be
scanned by a thermal camera for
symptomslikefeverandwhether
they are wearing masks. In this
case,Railwayswillearnmoneyfor
theuseofthatcamera,whichwill
bepaidforbyavendorauthorised
to sell disposable blankets, quilts,
sanitisers and masks to the passengersfromadedicatedkiosk.
This “earning contract” is the
first of its kind in the country,
wherein the transporter does not
have to shell out money to purchase thermal cameras to screen
passengers.
Thecontractisforsettingupof
a stall for linen. One of the conditionsisthatthecontractorwillalso
installathermalcamera—withdefinedspecificationsforaccuracy—
whose feed will be monitored by
Railwaystaff,liketheRPF.Railways
willearnaroundRs1.41lakhfrom
onestallperyear.Railwayofficials
inDelhisaidthisisanewnon-farerevenueidea.
“Wewillreplicatethisinother
busy stations like Pataliputra,
Danapur,RajendraNagar,etc.Since
wearenotprovidinganylinenitem
on trains due to Covid-related restrictions,peoplemaywanttobuy
theseitems.Alongwiththis,weare
ensuringthatthevendorinstallsa
thermal camera so that we get to
scanthepassengers.Allthiswillnot
costRailwaysanything,”saidSunil
Kumar, Divisional Railway
Manager of Danapur Division of
EastCentralRailway.
Theitemsonsaleatthestallincludeinflatablepillow,comforter,
bedsheets, masks and hand sanitisers.EachitemispricedatRs50,
while the complete set is Rs 200250.
A thermal camera may cost
upwardsof Rs2-4lakhapiece.
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HRD proposes to
provide laptops,
smartphones to 4 cr
students in 5 years
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

WITH THE Covid-19 outbreak
exposingthe digitaldivideineducation, the HRD Ministry has
projected an expenditure of
Rs 60,000 crore, over five years,
on providing digital devices to
four crore students in higher
education.
The ministry made this projection in a presentation to the
15th Finance Commission on
Monday. The commission had
called the meeting to discuss education“inthetimeof Covid-19”.
Thedepartmentofhighereducation has proposed to provide
devices such as laptops, tablets,
smartphones and TVs to almost
40 per cent of the students enrolledincollegesanduniversities
by 2025-26. Currently, there are
around 3.75 crore students enrolledinhighereducationinstitutions.Inthefirstyear,thatis202122, it plans to cover 1.5 crore
students, followed by 55 lakh in
2022-23, 61 lakh in 2023-24, 67
lakh in 2024-25 and 73 lakh in
2025-26. The ministry has assumed an average cost of Rs
15,000 for each device.The
Centre’s share is pegged at Rs
36,473 crore over five years. The
remainingisproposedtobeborne
by the state governments.
Given that even after it is
deemedsafetoreturntotheclassroom, it may not be a return to
whatwasconsiderednormal,the
ministry has also sought funds to
develop more content for online
learning.

BIHAR

3 cops suspended
after businessman
says they filed false
case, kept his cash
Patna: The Station House Office
(SHO) and two other policemen
of Chitragupta Nagar police station in Bihar’s Khagaria district
weresuspendedMondayfollowing a probe into a businessman’s
allegations that a patrol party
framed his employee in a liquor
caseandtookcashworthRs14.60
lakh belonging to him.
The suspensions of SHO
Subodh Pandit and two police
constables from a police patrol
team known as Tiger Mobile
cameafterRs1.19lakhincashwas
recovered from one of them.
Businessman Gaurav Kumar
hadtoldpolicethatonSunday,he
and his staff, Raja Mandal, had
gone to deposit the cash in
Chitragupta. Gaurav dropped
Mandal and went to buy medicines, saying he would return
soon to deposit the cash, he said.
In the meantime, the Tiger
mobileteamarrivedandallegedly
putfourliquorbottlesinMandal’s
bag.Theythenallegedly arrested
Mandal, Gaurav told the police.
Earlier, SP Minu Kumari said,
“We have initiated an inquiry...
which is being conducted by
SDPO Alok Ranjan.”
ENS

Pakistan reopens Kartarpur Corridor,
visits from India remain on hold

Punjab Chief Minister in favour of opening Corridor, but says Delhi was given short notice
KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR
AMRITSAR, JUNE 29

WHILE PAKISTAN on Monday
reopened its part of the
Kartarpur Sahib Corridor, no pilgrim from India visited
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib as registrations for the pilgrimage remain suspended here.
On Saturday, Islamabad had
madeasuddenoffertoreopenthe
Kartarpur Sahib Corridor on
MaharajaRanjitSingh’sdeathanniversary on June 29. However,
New Delhi had noted that it was
being given a two-day notice as
againstthemutuallyagreed-upon
seven-day notice for travel.It had
said Pakistanwas trying tocreate
a“mirageofgoodwill”byproposingresumptionof thepilgrimage
— suspended on March 16 in the
wake of the Covid-19 outbreak.
Immigration officials here
confirmed that so far, there has
beennoindicationfromtheUnion

A ‘special Ardas’ was held at Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in
Kartarpur on Monday. Express
government to restart registrations for the pilgrimage.
Punjab Chief Minister AmarinderSingh,meanwhile,saidthat
he was in favour of opening the
corridorwhileadheringtonorms
of social distancing, but added
thattheCentrecouldnotbeready
for the reopening at such short
notice.

“IwanttheKartarpurCorridor
tobeopen.Therecanbesocialdistancing...Iftheyaskme,Iwillsuggestthatitcanbeopenedwithsocialdistancing,”theChiefMinister
said.
A ‘special Ardas’ was held at
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib,
Kartarpur,at12.30pmonMonday
to mark the death anniversary of

Eye on Bihar polls, Central govt
clears Begusarai bridge project
SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JUNE 29

THE CENTRE has given clearance
fortheconstructionof abridgein
poll-bound Bihar that would reduce travel distance between
Begusarai in north Bihar and the
southBihartownsofMungerand
Bhagalpur by at least 70 km.
The bridge would also cut
travel distance between north
Bihar towns and the neighbouring states of Jharkhand and
Odisha,andbetweenMungerand
the neighbouring country of
Nepal.
The2.5-kmbridgewilllinkthe
riverine areas of Matihani and
Sambho and also join the NH-31

(Patna-Mokama route) and NH80 (Begusarai-Purnea route).
Itwouldbecrucialforfarmers
innorthBiharastheywillbeable
to travel to markets across the
Ganga in much less time to sell
their produce. The bridge would
also provide easy access to 13 industrial units in Begusarai and
Barauniintheeventofanyindustrial accident there.
The National Highway
AuthorityofIndiahasmadearare
exception to clear the feasibility
report of the bridge. As per rule,
within 50 km of a bridge, upstream or downstream, a new
bridge cannot be considered. But
in this case, the shortening of
traveldistance,potentialbenefits
totheruraleconomyandupcom-

ing Assembly polls seem to have
worked in the project’s favour.
RajyaSabhaMPRakeshSinha
told The Indian Express, “At a time
whentheCentralgovernmenthas
beenpushingthepolicyofgetting
marketstofarmersandruralIndia,
the construction of the proposed
bridge would connect industrial
townsofBegusaraiandBaraunito
threestatesfortrades,savingtime
and energy on fuel...”
Begusarai resident Amrendra
Singh, who hails from Matihani,
said,“Thisbridgewouldbearealisationofadream.Farmerswillbe
able to go to the neighbouring
townsacrossGangainamatterof
30minutestoonehour;theynow
take four hours via the Mokama
bridge.”

Man says 40-minute delay at UP hospital
led to infant son’s death, authorities deny
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JUNE 29

THE FATHER of a one-year-old
childwhodiedatthedistricthospitalinKannaujonSundayhasaccusedthehospitalauthoritiesofa
40 minute delay in admission,
saying it led to the death of his
child. Hospital authorities however, dismissed the allegations.
The incident came to light
whenavideooftheparentsofthe
child were seen grieving and
weeping over the death of their
child and clinging to his body.
The man in the video, identified as Prem Chand — a farmer —
accused the hospital of not treat-

ing his son for 40 minutes. “On
reaching the emergency ward,
doctors refused to admit my son
statingthatthereisnobedempty.
Wemadeseveralrequests,butno
doctor paid any heed. Around 40
minutes later, a group of journalists arrived and after seeing us
weepingspoketothehospitaladministration. We were then allowed to enter the emergency
ward.”
AccordingtoPremChand,the
infant was suffering from fever
and respiratory problems.

Maharaja Ranjit Singh.
Talking to The Indian Express
over the phone, president of the
Pakistan
Sikh
Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee Satwant
Singh said: “A local sangat (religiousgroup)heldasmallfunction
at Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib on
theoccasionofthedeathanniversary of Maharaja Ranjit Singh.
Sangats from Pakistan can now
visit.AsangatfromNankanaSahib
andLahorealsowenttoGurdwara
Kartarpur
Sahib
today...
Everythingisreadyhere.Nowwe
havebeenwaitingforpermission
from the Indian government to
openthecorridor.Allthearrangements have been made to entertain visitors from India.”
Amir Hashmi, spokesperson
for the Evacuee Trust Property
Board Deputy (ETPB), said:
“Devotees wore masks and were
made to clean their hands with
sanitiser. All precautions related
toCovid-19weretaken.Therewas
proper security arrangement.”

The ETPB looks after holy places
of minorities in Pakistan.
Satwant Singh added: “We
have made all arrangements related to Covid-19. Our sevadars
will remain deployed along the
corridorandsocialdistancingwill
be followed...”
Speaking to news agency PTI,
ETPB director Imran Khan confirmed: “Pakistan today opened
the Kartarpur Corridor.However,
no Indian pilgrim visited it.”
He added: “Pilgrims from
Pakistan and India are allowed to
visit the Darbar Sahib by following the SOPs of social distancing.
The ETPB and PSGPC have made
special arrangements for the
safety of pilgrims.”
Thepilgrimagewastemporarily suspended on March 16 in
viewofthecoronavirusoutbreak.
The corridor, which opened in
November last year, was used by
44,951 Indians till January this
year.

(WITHPTI,ISLAMABAD)

Little demand for Shramik
trains, will run if needed: Rlys
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

THERUNoftheShramikSpecialtrainsmaybecoming to an end with no fresh demand pending from
the states, even though the Railways will run these
specials if demand arises, officials said.
“There was demand for just one train from
Karnatakaandthattrainisrunningtoday(Monday)
fromBengalurutoMuzaffarpur.Thereisnodemand
for such trains tomorrow as well. We will run them
ifdemandarisesfromstates,”aRailwaysspokespersonsaid.Thespokespersonsaid4,596Shramiktrains
have been run since May 1. He said the demand for
has been reducing significantly starting June.
Shramik trains are being operated primarily on
therequestofthestates. Officialsalsosaidwhiledemand wasreducing,occupancyintrainstobigcities
such as Mumbai, Ahmedabad and Bengaluru from
statessuchasBihar,UPandWestBengalwasalmost
100percent,indicatingbeginningofeconomicacivities. These three states accounted for 81 percent of
the 4,596 Sharmik Special trains operated so far.

3 militants killed in
Anantnag encounter
ADIL AKHZER

SRINAGAR, JUNE 29
THREE MILITANTS, including a
Hizbul Mujahideen commander
fromJammu’sDodadistrict,were
killed in an encounter with security forces in South Kashmir’s
AnantnagdistrictonMonday,police said.
With the killing of the Hizb
commander,Dodadistrictisnow
militancy-free, J&K Police said.
Police officials said that a cordon and search operation was
launchedinKhulchoharvillageof
Anantnag,duringwhichmilitants
fired at security forces and triggered an encounter early morning. “A successful operation was
carried out on specific information by police and security forces
today. We killed three militants,
includingadistrictcommanderof
HM from Doda. With his killing,
Doda is now militancy-free,” IGP
Kashmir Vijay Kumar said.
Apolicespokespersonsaidthe
other two were Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) militants.
“Two LeT terrorists including
one district commander and one
HM commander Masood were

MILITANTS ATTACK
ARMY CAMP

Srinagar: Militants attacked
an Army camp in Central
Kashmir’s Budgam on
Mondayevening,policesaid.
“Asperreports,an UBGLwas
fired at 50 RR Army camp
Chhatergam. The UBGL fell
outside camp. Noinjuries reported. Area cordoned and
search started,” Budgam police said.
ENS
neutralised. Doda district in
Jammuzonebecomestotallymilitancy-freeonceagainasMasood
was the last surviving terrorist of
Doda district,” the spokesperson
said.HesaidthatMasoodwasinvolved in a rape case and “absconding ever since. He later
joinedHizbandshiftedhisareaof
operation to Kashmir.”
Superintendent of Police,
Doda, Mumtaz Ahmed said the
districtnowhasnolocalorforeign
militants. A Defense spokesperson said in Srinagar that one
AK-47andtwopistolswererecovered from the encounter site.

Government of Madhya Pradesh
Environment Department

Vallabh Bhawan, Mantralaya, Bhopal
Advertisement

No F 5-1/2017/18-5
Bhopal, dated 19 June, 2020
Applications are invited for the position of Chairman and Members in the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) & State Expert Appraisal Committee
(SEAC) to be constituted as per provision of Environment Impact Assessment Notification
2006 for Madhya Pradesh. The Authority/Committee shall appraise propoal for grant of
prior Environmental Clearance. The necessary qualifications are as follows:
Chairman: Outstanding & experienced environmental policy expert or expert in
management or public administration with wide experience in development sector.
Member: Shall be professional / expert with experience in any of following fields /
discipline: Environmental quality / project Management / Environmental Impact
Assessment Process / Risk Assessment / Life Science Expert in Floral & Fauna
Management / Forestry and Wildlife / Environmental Economics with experience in Project
Appraisal as defined in Appendix-VI of the EIA Notification 2006.
Age Limit: Below 70 years which could be relaxed to 75 years in case of non availability
of experts in a given field. Application along with bio-data in enclosed Performa,
undertaking regarding no conflicts of interest with their present assignment (if applicable)
may be sent to the Executive Director, Environmental Planning & Coordination
Organization (EPCO), Paryavaran Parisar, E-5, Arera Colony, Bhopal. (Phone-07552466859, 2466970) or through e-mail mpseiaa@gmail.com or epcobpl@sancharnet.in
within 15 days from the date of publication of the advertisement. Application received
after the prescribed date will not be entertained in any case.
Complete details about educational qualification and eligibility criteria can be seen at
www.mpseiaa.nic.in.
Sd/(Rakesh Kushre)
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The hospital’s Chief Medical
SuperintendentDrUCChaturvedi
said, “We tried our best to save
the child. The child was alive for
around 30 minutes, A paediatrician was also called...”
“The child was in a serious
conditionandunconsciouswhen
brought to the hospital. Doctors
admitted the child immediately.
This is a false allegation,” Dr
Chaturvedi said, adding that the
child’s neck, adding that the doctors suspect it was a case of viral
encephalitis.

New Delhi

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THE EDITORIAL PAGE
The shrinking of PV
FOUNDED BY

§

— MARK ZUCKERBERG

RAMNATH GOENKA

Shunned by his party, resurrected as a regional icon,
Narasimha Rao belongs to India, not just Telangana

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

DEATH IN CUSTODY

Guilty must be urgently brought to book in the Tamil Nadu
custodial death case, culture of impunity must end

T

HE DEATH OF a father and son, allegedly due to torture in a police station
nearThoothukudi,TamilNadu,afewdaysago,raisesseriousquestionsabout
the conduct of the police. Three inspectors attached to the Sathankulam station have been suspended and an inquiry instituted against two head constables. The state government now wants the CBI to probe the case. More than two weeks
ago, the same set of officials was accused of beating up some persons, allegedly leading
to the death of one — a district judge asked for a detailed inquiry, describing it as a “disturbing incident of custodial torture” in his report to the Madras High Court. The two incidents, reprehensible in themselves, also point to a wider culture of impunity that prevails in the law and order system, emboldening police officials to flout due process and
perpetrate violence on citizens in the expectation of getting away with it.
It is not incidental that recent complaints of police brutality have come in the backdrop of the restrictions imposed by the government to contain COVID-19. The pandemic
has evidently become a pretext in cases like these to short-circuit the rule of law. Many
cases of police excess, including thrashing of migrant workers, hawkers and shop keepers, have been reported during the lockdown. In the Sathankulam incident, the police
had detained P Jeyaraj, 62, a shopkeeper, and his son, Bennix, 32, on June 19 for allegedly
violating lockdown restrictions. Three days later, they died in judicial custody, allegedly
due to injuries suffered during their detention. Initially, the government denied a police
role in the deaths and agreed to a probe only after public outcry. Coming in the wake of
the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis, US, and the worldwide protests it sparked,
large sections of civil society in Tamil Nadu have expressed outrage and demanded action
against the accused policemen — including film director Hari, who apologised for glorifying police brutality in blockbuster films such as Singam. This genre of popular cinema
that celebrates the brutal cop who takes the law into his hands to deliver instant justice,
has arguably contributed to shaping attitudes within the police force as well as in the
public. According to data submitted by state police before Madras High Court, there were
157 custodial deaths in Tamil Nadu between 2012 and 2016.
The CBI must urgently fix accountability for the deaths in Sathankulam. As for the
government, it needs to do more to send out the message that police excess will not be
toleratedunderanycircumstances.Itmustnotonlyendtheprevalentcultureof impunity
but also impress upon the force that due process must be upheld and that it is not a privilege but the citizen’s right.

FACING THE MUSIC
Hate speech can no longer be ignored, as economic sanctions
drive point home to world’s largest social media platform

I

N SILICON VALLEY, money talks. Since it’s Valley money, its voice carries further.
MoneypreachedthedotcomboomintheNoughtiesandtalksupthedigitalagenda
onNasdaq.Butnow,forthefirsttime,inanindustryfanaticallyfocusedonthefuture,
moneyisurgingtheSiliconValleygiantstoconsidertheirethics.Facebookhasfinally
been confronted with the problem of hate speech that it had tried to ignore for years, with
Unileverjoiningaboycottbyabout100advertisers.Oneof theworld’sbiggestmultinationals has imposed financial sanctions on the world’s biggest social media platform.
Facebook has about-faced. The platform, which had refused to deal with posts by
President Trump that opponents read as voter intimidation, said that posts suppressing
thepopularvoteorthreateningviolencewerenoton.Butthecompanyhaswilfullylagged
behind social media rival, Twitter, which had marked Trump’s tweets as “glorifying violence” and “manipulated media” in May and June. Facebook’s attempts to curb hate
speech have been mere token gestures, and the latest update is just a patch. In reaction,
Coca-Cola has signalled distrust by pulling its ads from the social network.
In its early years, the internet was embraced as an alternative universe, a haven of completely free speech, where the ugly side of human nature had free play because its games
hadnoreal-worldimplications.IntheNineties,hostingcompaniesresistedattemptstocurb
hate speech and even child pornography, simultaneously pleading the freedom of speech
and the inability to police third-party content. As the digital revolution built up and brickand-mortarfunctionslikebankingmovedonline,theinternetbecameamirroroftheoffline
world, and arguably should have been subject to everyday accountability and responsibilities. Technically, platform companies are only newavatars of the hosts of the Nineties. They
hostthird-partycontentandhaveinheritedthereluctanceoftheirpredecessorstodistinguish
between right and wrong, good and evil. But like them, they exist at the pleasure of those
thirdparties,someof whicharesourcesof hugerevenues. Ininternationalaffairs,sanctions
are used to bring problematic nations in line. A similar process of financial apartheid could
forcecompaniesthesizeof nationaleconomiestoseereason.Ithasbeenusedtocurbmodernslaveryinsweatfactories,anditisnowbeingturnedontheworld’sbiggestcorporations.
In Silicon Valley, money is talking again — not in the voice of greed, but of morality.

PRESSING RESTART
Bundesliga took the decisive step, sent out the signal that sport
needn’t be a casualty of the pandemic

A

WORDLY WISE

Of course, hate speech and racism
have no place on Facebook

§
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MONGTHEEUROPEANleagues,theBundesligaisthemostunassumingand
unpretentious. It doesn’t gloat over fancy stars, it doesn’t brag about tactical
novelties, it doesn’t indulge in showboating of wealth, it seldom buys stars,
but often sells them. But as the latest season concluded — predictably with
Bayern Munich wrapping up the title and Robert Lewandowski snapping up the golden
boot — the league has reasons to bask in the afterglow of its initiative to resume the season
in the middle of the pandemic, the first high-profile competition in the coronavirus era.
When a sliver of uncertainty flashed across the sporting world, Bundesliga took a decisive step, installing the template to restart sport amid fear. It drilled home a lesson that
sportneedn’tbeacasualtyof thepandemic.Theplanningandexecutionof theleaguewere
flawless. The medical protocols, risk-assessment and player-monitoring were impeccable, and the officials were relieved that there wasn’t an instance of a player or supportstaff member testing positive. Without the German league’s sense of purpose, its leadership and vision, none of its more ostentatious European cousins would have had the
conviction or courage to press the restart button.
Missing, though, was the passionate crowd — games in Germany are the most attended in the world, and arguably the most colourful too. But in the circumstances, playinginsidecloseddoorswastheonlyalternative.Asthe CEO of theleague, ChristianSeifert,
noted: “This isn’t the Bundesliga that we wanted or that we love, but it was the only
Bundesliga that was possible.” But, on the other hand, the league gained more audience
worldwide,for it was the only competitive sporting event running on television. If at least
half of them return next year, the league’s viewership could leap over some of its counterparts. It also threw in a grim clue, though, as the rights for top-two division went for
€200m less than the previous contract, forewarning that football, too, is heading for austerity-stricken days.

Vinay Sitapati
I LANDED IN Hyderabad airport in late 2014,
and hailed a taxi to meet Narasimha Rao’s
youngest son. Having read a book on Deng
Xiaoping, who led China’s transformation in
the 1980s, I wanted to write a book on India
changing in the 1990s, alongside the life of
our Deng Xiaoping. Beyond that I didn’t
know much of PV Narasimha Rao, prime
minister of India from 1991 to 1996. Nor, it
seemed,didmostIndians,whoremembered
him only as an indecisive scholar who knew
how to be silent in ten languages. But here I
was, finally on his home turf (the new state
of Telangana had been carved out from
Andhra Pradesh just months earlier). Surely,
here, people would know all about their
most distinguished son. In my excitement, I
asked my taxi driver about Narasimha Rao.
Had he heard of him? Yes, came the reply aftersomethought.“He’s theman afterwhom
a flyover is named.”
Reading about the TRS-run Telangana
government’s recent decision to mark Rao’s
birth centenary through year-long celebrations, I remembered that deflating moment.
Finally, it seems, Rao will be popularised by
more than just one eponymous flyover.
Telangana’s decision is partly motivated
by the anger felt by at least some Teluguspeakers at the Congress’s treatment of
Rao. As prime minister, Rao did much to
undercut Sonia Gandhi — then a private citizen. But that hardly justifies the ignominy
with which he has been treated by the
Congress since: His dead body was refused
entry into the party headquarters, his name
and face have been erased from Congress
offices, websites, and brochures. In the
course of research for my eventual biography of Narasimha Rao, Half Lion: How PV
Narasimha Rao transformed India, a TRS
leader remembered the time when his
party was in coalition with the Congress in
what was then Andhra Pradesh. He wanted
to erect a statue of Rao in Warangal, but the
local Congressmen refused. “If the statue
is built, then they have to go garland [it]. If
someone takes a photo and Sonia madam
sees it... they did not want that.” This relegation of Rao by the Congress resonates in
a new state that sees itself as historically

The primary reason why the
Telangana government is
honouring Narasimha Rao is
with an eye to history. What
makes Telangana unique is
not language, but the fact that
its districts were all ruled by
the Nizam, and continue to
remain poor in comparison to
coastal Andhra Pradesh. This
is hardly a past that allows for
a glorious myth of origin.
Hence the need to erect local
statues and elevate homegrown heroes. And
Narasimha Rao — from
Karimnagar, just hours north
of Hyderabad — is very much
a son of their soil. The only
problem with this reason is
that in his early years in
Andhra politics, Rao was
never in favour of a separate
Telangana, preferring instead
regional concessions within a
united state.

relegated. And it is perhaps this sympathy
that the TRS now seeks to convert
into votes.
But this vote-garnering aside, the primary reason why the Telangana government is honouring Rao is with an eye to history. What makes Telangana unique is not
language, but the fact that its districts were
all ruled by the Nizam, and continue to remain poor in comparison to coastal Andhra
Pradesh. This is hardly a past that allows for
a glorious myth of origin. Hence the need to
erect local statues and elevate home-grown
heroes. And Rao — from Karimnagar, just
hours north of Hyderabad — is very much a
son of their soil.
The only problem with this reason is that
in his early years in Andhra politics, Rao was
never in favour of a separate Telangana, preferring instead regional concessions within
the framework of a united state. He was, in
fact, made chief minister in 1971 both becausehewasfromTelangana(toappeasethe
separatestatemovement)aswellasbecause
he was against a separate state (thus assuaging the more powerful Andhra lobby). And
once he lost power in 1973, he retreated to
Delhi, becoming general secretary of the
Congress, then central minister and, finally
prime minister — all the while having little
to do with his home state. For a man such as
this to be resurrected as a regional icon does
contain some irony.
The irony is even greater given that his
two years as Andhra Pradesh chief minister
were defined by failure. His one claim to
fame — introducing sweeping land reforms
— led to his own dismissal by then prime
minister Indira Gandhi. His time in regional
politics was so disheartening that Rao commenced writing a roman-à-clef — published decades later as ‘The Insider’.
The story: How an idealist, trapped in the
smoke and mirrors of politics, ends up a
failure.
In contrast to this flop at the state level,
Rao’s term as prime minister in the 1990s
was a game changer. He steered India’s foreign policy after the collapse of the Soviet
Union; he created, for the first time, national
level schemes in health, education, and em-

ployment guarantee; he was — in Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s words — the “true father” of
India’s nuclear programme. And, above all,
he navigated political landmines to push
through economic liberalisation. In this last
achievement, Manmohan Singh and Amar
Nath Verma proved able subordinates. I detail these achievements in my biography,
marshalling evidence to show that Rao was
not just a silent onlooker, but an active manager of these changes.
What makes these reforms seem miraculous was that it was all done by a fragile
prime minister. Rao ran a minority government, always at risk of a no-confidence motion that could force his resignation. And
within this own party, he was forever destabilised by colleagues such as Arjun Singh,
ND Tiwari, and Sharad Pawar. He also had to
keep Sonia Gandhi in good humour. For a
leader as weak as Rao to bring about the
transformation he did has few parallels in
world politics.
There were mistakes, to be sure. As
Union home minister in 1984, he chose to
listen to a direct command from the prime
minister’s office, and relinquished power
over Delhi Police to the PMO, just ahead of
the killing of Sikhs in the national capital.
And his error of judgment in not dismissing the Uttar Pradesh state government before the 6th of December 1992 has haunted
India since. But these stains aside, the sheer
scale of Rao’s national impact makes him,
in my opinion, India’s most consequential
prime minister.
ThatRaoisnotcelebratedmoreatthenational level has several causes, including
Rao’s own reticence. But the chief culprit is
his own party, unwilling to highlight any
primeministerwhodoesnotcomefromone
singlefamily.GiventhissilenceinNewDelhi,
Hyderabad’sdecisiontoextolNarasimhaRao
istobewelcomed.Butitisadistortionof history. In the ultimate analysis, Rao belongs to
all of India.
The writer, who teaches in Ashoka University,
is author of Half Lion: How PV Narasimha
Rao transformed India’, 2016, and is
currently writing a history of the BJP

EMANCIPATED BY VIRUS
Post-COVID, religion must be God-centred and priest-free
Swami Agnivesh and Valson Thampu
WEAREliving,saidPopeFrancis,notsomuch
in an era of change as in a change of era. The
COVID-19 pandemic is a watershed moment
in history. The present disarray, destruction
and suffering are the birthing pangs of a new
era.Wehearthefootfallsofthedepartinggods
fadingbehindus,evenifwedon’tseethefootprints of the incoming gods in front of us.
The brunt of this transition falls on religionsbecausetheythriveonthepast.Allreligions claim to be inheritors of exclusive spiritual legacies, which they treat as closed
systems.Theyholdzealouslytotheletterand
litterofit,eventhoughtheworldaroundthem
has changed beyond recognition. As a result,
religions remain enclaves of regression in an
ever-changing world.
This results from the supremacy that religions attach to “faith”. Faith is pitted against
reason.Surely,thiscannotbe faith in God; for
God is Supreme Reason. It is faith in the religiousestablishmentanditsagendas.Thisspecious faith is used to suppress in human beingsthedivineattributesof love,truth,justice
and compassion. This goes against the grain
ofscriptures.Forthatreason,thelightofscriptures is kept hidden from believers.
Historically, it was the priestly class that exalted faith above the attributes of God. This
had the effect of the dethroning of God.
Misusing faith, religious establishments
and the priestly class distorted religious culture and made the life of religious communitiescentrednotonGod,butplacesofworship.

The virus has freed us from
our addiction to priestly
potions in temples, churches,
and mosques. The fact that
the rupture in people’s
addiction to places of
worship is enabling many to
recognise the superfluity of
priest-manipulated, templecentred religiosity, is
troubling the priestly class as
a whole. It is now fairly clear
that religiosity of this kind
was not for the sake of the
people, but people were
being used for the profit of
religious establishments.

Tohidetheirrationalitythisentailed,theydistortedtheideaof God.Consequently,theomnipresentGodbecamealocaldeitywhostays
tamely confined within the narrow radius of
priestlyinterestsandsleightsofhand.Godwas
turned into an alibi for fragmenting humankind, and an excuse for spreading communal poison. God of love became God of
hate.GodoftruthbecameGodofuntruth.God
of light became God of darkness.
ItlooksasthoughtheCOVIDpandemichas
come to emancipate us from this subhuman
religiosity.Thevirushasfreedusfromouraddiction to priestly potions in temples,
churches,andmosques.Thefactthattheruptureinpeople’saddictiontoplacesofworship
isenablingmanytorecognisethesuperfluity
of priest-manipulated, temple-centred religiosity, is troubling the priestly class as a
whole. It is now fairly clear that religiosity of
this kind was not for the sake of the people,
but people were being used for the profit of
religious establishments.
Unlike love, which is universal, faith is inherently parochial. Faith is exclusive to religious groups. Zeal for one’s faith breeds hate
and hostility to the faiths of others. It is this
naivetéthatcustodiansof religionsbreedand
exploit to deadly effect.
Thepriestlyclasscanbetrustedtoimport
their agenda into the post-COVID era. It is in
the interest of humanity that they be not allowedtodothis.Anewageneedsanewspiritualvision.Thatvisionhastobeinformedby

the godly attributes of love, truth, justice and
compassion. The priestly class has no use for
these values. They are incompatible with
priestly interests. The new world cannot live
on their regressive menu from the past. It is
spirituality, not religion, that humankind in
the new world needs.
Thevirushasunderminedeveryaspectof
priest-driven religiosity. Temples, mosques
and churches are closed. Most people do not
miss them! The tinkling of coins is no longer
heard in sanctuaries, and that does not seem
toupsetgods.Thecommunalnexusbetween
religion and politics stands paralysed. PostCOVID, religion must be God-centred and
priest-free, unburdened with places of worship. Worship, free from rituals, dogmas, deception and priestly hypocrisy, must nourish
life. Worship must be to spiritual life what
breathing is to physical life. Just as there are
no middlemen in our breathing -- except the
deadly middleman of pollution -- in the spiritual breathing of worship too, there must be
no middlemen.
Theemphasismustshiftfromsalvationto
social justice, from piety to peace, from ritualstohumandevelopment,fromdivisivefaith
to universal love. Humanity must be free at
lasttorecognisetheGodofjusticewhohasno
favourites or special agents.
Agnivesh is a Vedic scholar and social activist
and Thampu was principal of St Stephen’s
College, Delhi

JUNE 30, 1980, FORTY YEARS AGO
SANJAY’S PLANE

THECRASHOFthePittsS-2Aaircraft,inwhich
Sanjay Gandhi and Captain Subhash Saxena
were killed, could not have been due to enginefailure.Investigationssofarhaverevealed
that the propellers were rotating when the
plane hit the ground. This conclusion was
drawnfromthenatureof thedamagecaused
to the propellers. Authoritative sources said
that the body of the wrecked aircraft was being separately examined from the engine at
the technical centre of the DGCA. The right
side of the aircraft had been severely damaged, while the left was almost intact. This
means the aircraft had taken a turn towards

therightasitcrashed.Thesourcessaidexperts
hadalsoruledout“fatigue”asapossiblecause
of themishapastheaircraftwasnewandhad
flown only 10 hours.

village. The police said agitated tribals in retaliationsetablaze 50hutsof thenon-tribals.
Official sources said altogether 104 persons
had been arrested.

TRIPURA VIOLENCE

AFGHAN MUTINY

TWOPERSONSWEREkilledfollowingaspurt
of violenceandarsonbygroupsof miscreants
atKalyanpurvillageinKhowaisub-divisionof
WestTripura,accordingtothelatestpolicereportsinAgartala.Onepersonwaskilledwhen
thearmyfiredoneroundtodispersetwowarringgroups,whileanotherwaskilledbymiscreants who set on fire 25 houses of the tribals and five huts of the non-tribals at the

New Delhi

Reliable nonaligned diplomatic sources confirmedthatanAfghanarmoureddivisionmutinied nine days ago at a base about 20 kilometreseastof Kabul.AKabulreportreaching
New Delhi on Friday said that Afghan army
mutineershadkilled10Soviettroopsinanencounter following the rebellion. However,
sources here said the embassy's account did
not cite casualties.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

THE IDEAS PAGE

“We should not be shy to argue for confidence and curiosity, joy and openness
as good in themselves. Along with Stem, Shape subjects have the potential to
open up the full extent of our humanity, to help shape a well-rounded,
— THE GUARDIAN
empathetic and resilient body politic.”

Diplomacy after Galwan

Atatimewhenmostof theworldisfindingithardtostandupagainstpressuresfromBeijing,Indian
resistancetoChina’sexpansionismwouldbeadefinitivemomentinAsia'sgeopoliticalevolution

Spending our
way out
Infrastructurebondsfloatedbyadevelopment
financeinstitutioncouldaidaquickerrecovery

C Rajamohan
THERE IS A general consensus in Delhi that
the Galwan encounter has produced a discontinuity in India’s China policy. Sceptics
might say such generalisations made in the
aftermathof abloodyencountertendtooverstatetheprospectsofchange.Theywouldadd
that structural constraints would limit dramatic changes in policy once the heat of the
moment dissipates.
This emphasis on inertia must be set
against reality that the Galwan clash comes
amidst the deepening crisis in bilateral relations over the last decade. Stalled boundary
talks,awideningtradedeficit,theclashof nationalinterestsintheregion,andChineseoppositiontoIndia’sglobalaspirationshavetogetherstrainedSino-Indianrelations.Galwan
isthelaststraw,theargumentgoes,thatbroke
the camel’s back.
Althoughbothpropositionsarerootedin
reality, the potential direction of the SinoIndianrelationshipislikelytodependonhow
the current military confrontation in Ladakh
isresolved.If itendswithaquickreturntothe
status quo that prevailed in April, inertia is
likely to limit radicalpolicy departures. If the
Ladakh crisis ends in a setback for India, the
pressure on Delhi to radically reorient its
China policy will mount.
Meanwhile, if the military standoff continues,asitlookslikely,Delhiwillhavetofully
prepare itself. Strengthening India’s military
and political hand against China in that confrontation is the immediate objective of
Delhi’s post-Galwan diplomacy.
Many analysts point to India’s massive
power asymmetry with China and the need
to bridge it. The steps suggested include the
construction of a military alliance with the
USandotherWesternpartnersaswellaseconomic decoupling and diversification. Most
of these steps are for the long-term.
The focus of the governmentisrightly on
the short-term. And it is about being able to
stare down the Chinese in the current militaryconfrontationandholditsground.Delhi
is unlikely to forgetthose who standby India
at this juncture.
While most analysts were talking about
the prospects for India’s military embrace
of America, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
dashed to Moscow last week. This was
about ensuring that Russia will supply the
spare parts and additional weapons like
fighter aircraft that India needs.
Three decades after the collapse of the
SovietUnion,India’sdependenceonRussian
arms remains substantive. Rajnath’s visit to
Moscow amidst the crisis with China underlinestheweightof thepastinIndia’ssecurity
policy.Delhiisalsoapparentlypressingother
major defence suppliers of India, including
France and Israel, to accelerate deliveries on
contracted defence equipment.
Meanwhile,theUShasemergedasamajor defence partner of India. The US aircraft
flying on the Ladakh frontier these days include the C-130 transport aircraft as well as
the Chinook and Apache helicopters. To be
sure,AmericansalienceinIndiandefencewill
continuetogrowinthecomingyears.Butlet’s
not go too far from the near-term.

Janak Priyani and
Raag Haria

C R Sasikumar

TherehavebeenreportsfromRussia,that
ChinaispressingMoscownottosellthenew
fighter aircraft to India. Russia and China are
strongstrategicpartnerstoday.Whilethepast
suggests India has a special claim to Russian
affections, there is a Sino-Russian strategic
cohabitationtodayinoppositiontoAmerica.
Both Russia and China have been grumblingaboutIndia’sgrowingwarmthtowards
the US in the last few years. How Russia responds to India’s request for support in this
confrontationwithChinawill,of course,have
a major bearing on the future evolution of
Delhi’s ties with Moscow.
Unlike Russia’s public stance of neutralitybetweenIndiaandChina,Washingtonhas
come out in favour of Delhi. If US President
Donald Trump’s remarks on mediation between India and China were irritating, Delhi
also notes the vocal public support of the US
defence and foreign policy establishment
against Chinese aggression.
Far more important than the statements
isthematerialsupportthattheUSisprepared
togiveandIndiaisreadytoacceptduringthe
crisis. Media reports from Delhi say the US is
alreadysupplyingvaluablereal-timemilitary
intelligence of value to the Indian armed
forces. Washington is apparently willing to
do more but is letting Delhi decide the pace
and intensity of that cooperation.
But to talk of a military alliance with
America is getting way ahead of the story.
Such chatter underestimates the uncertain
political moment in the US amidst the general election scheduled for early November.
The electoral fortunes of Joe Biden are rising
as the Trump Administration struggles to
managetheCOVIDcrisis.Achangeof guardin
Washington may not necessarily change attitudes towards India, butwillcertainlyslow
things down as the new administration settles down and reviews its priorities.
In any event, alliance arrangements are
not there just for the asking in Washington,
whether it is dominated by Republicans or
Democrats. Even more important,
America’s stakes in China are far higher than
Russia’s. While there is growing strategic

Both Russia and China have
been grumbling about
India’s growing warmth
towards the US in the last
few years. How Russia
responds to India’s request
for support in this
confrontation with China
will, of course, have a major
bearing on the future
evolution of Delhi’s ties with
Moscow.

friction between Washington and Beijing,
their profound economic interdependence
is a significant political constraint on the
US’s options.
For now, though, Delhi appreciates the
level of support it has got from the US.
America and other Western friends of India
had helped Delhi fend off efforts of Beijing
and Islamabad to involve the UN Security
Council in Kashmir’s affairs after India
changed the constitutional status of the region last August.
On deeper military cooperation with
Washington, Delhi would want to move
with care rather than rush into it in the
manner that Jawaharlal Nehru did during
the 1962 war. While Delhi is in a better position today than it was in 1962, China’s capabilities and standing have grown manifold since then.
China today is the world’s second-most
important power and a valued political and
economic partner for most countries in the
world.Veryfewcapitalswouldwanttoinsert
themselves into the conflict between India
and China. And Delhi should not waste its
diplomatic capital in seeking public expressions of support from around the world.
If Delhicomesoutof thiscrisiswounded,
itstroublesathomeandtheworldwillmount
significantly. A weakened India will find recasting its China policy even harder. But an
India that comes out of this confrontation
with its head held high, will find its international political stock rising and its options on
China expanding.
At a time when most of the world is finding it hard to stand up against relentless political,economicandmilitarypressuresfrom
Beijing,successfulIndianresistancetoChina’s
expansionismwouldbeadefinitivemoment
in the geopolitical evolution of Asia. The
stakes for India and the world, then, are far
higher today than in 1962.
The writer is director, Institute of South
Asian Studies, National University of
Singapore and contributing editor on
international affairs for The Indian Express

The statue toppling spree
It’spointlesstofightthepast.It’stoday’sevilswhichneedtobebattled
Anil Dharker
AFEWDAYSago,two30-year-olds(amanand
a woman) climbed to the top of Nelson’s
Column in Trafalgar Square and put a mask
over Nelson’s face. They were members of
Greenpeace, taking advantage of the chaos
aroundthemtogarnerfreepublicityfortheir
anti-pollution campaign. The upheaval all
aroundwascausedbythefrenzyoftheTopple
the Racists brigade, which took off in London
fromtheBlackLivesMattermovementinthe
US. In its seven years of existence, BLM has
also demanded the removal of statues but
without the hooliganism seen in London.
The recent outpouring of anger in the US
hasbeencausedbyGeorgeFloyd’smurderby
a white policeman, but racism in that country’s judicial system and police department
hasbeenrampantforyearsandseemstohave
been institutionalised. Minneapolis,
Minnesota —where Floyd was killed—isnotoriously bad with its police force getting
“warriorstyle”training.Justonesetof figures
tellsthewholestory:African-Americanscomprise 13 per cent of the US adult population
but make up 33 per cent of the imprisoned
population. There are obviouslyother factors
responsible for this imbalance, but racism is
the primary one. That also shows up in the
startlingly different rates of convictions and
acquittalsforwhitesandblacks.Itgoesbackto
the US Constitution of 1789, which defined a
citizenas“afreewhiteman”.Therewereeven

lynching laws, which regulated how lynchings could or could not be carried out.
The statues that the Black Lives Matter
movementhavebeenagitatingtoremoveare
mainlyofRobertELee,theConfederacy’smost
honouredgeneralandotherCivilWarheroes
of thedeepSouth.Wouldn’ttheirremovalbe
considered an attempt to erase history? In
normalcircumstances,yes.However,theimportant point is that a great number of these
statues were erected in the late 19th century,
at the start of the 20th century and in the
1950s when civil rights movements were
gaining strength. The timing is important:
Theseweren’tcommemorativestatues;they
were put up to intimidate the black population by reminding it of its past.
The London protest had no immediate
provocation. Topple the Racists is a good sloganbutitignoresthefirstlessonofhistory,that
of presentism — interpreting past events in
termsofmodernvaluesandconcepts.Mostof
thetargetsof thetopplershavesomeconnectionwithslavery.Buthoweverabhorrentslavery is to us now, it was an accepted practice
from the earliest known records in Sumer to
the time of ancient Rome and Greece and for
IncasandAztecs.Therewasdebtslavery,slaveryaspunishmentforcrime,andenslavement
of prisoners of war. As for the truly inhuman
slave trade, we know about the Atlantic slave
tradeinthewestbecauseithasbeenwelldoc-

umented,buttherewasaflourishingtradethe
otherwaytoowiththeOttomanandArabslave
trades. Many African slaves were brought to
Indiagenerallytobeinductedintothemilitia.
Slavery in the west was abolished as recently
as1833inEnglandand1865intheUS—inhuman history, that’s only a short time ago.
Admiral Nelson died in 1805 after his inspiredleadershipandunconventionaltactics
defeated the combined French and Spanish
fleets.Nelson’scolumn,erectedin1840,celebratesthattriumph.Withoutthatdecisivevictory, the history of England may have been
entirelydifferent.Dotheagitatorsthinkabout
that, or do they only think of Nelson’s antiabolitionist attitude? Similar short-sightedness prevails for most of the 78 statues that
are the targets of the Topple the Racists campaign:ThestatueofThomasGuy(1644–1724)
stands outside Guy’s hospital, which he
founded. He made his fortune from a company that sold slaves, but his hospital saved
lives. The statue of Robert Milligan (17461809)wasquietlyremovedtofoilagitators;it
hadbeenplacedoutsidetheWestIndiaDocks
becausehewasresponsibleforthedock’sconstruction.ThestatueofEdwardColston(16361731)wasthrownbyprotestorsintotheAvon
river; they didn’t see that he had been a philanthropist and a major benefactor of Bristol
city. They only saw him and Milligan as slave
owners, but they were hardly unique in that

respect during those times.
OthertargetsincludeimperialistslikeCecil
Rhodes (1853-1902) and Winston Churchill
(1874-1965). Imperialism isn’t dead yet, but
at one point no great power could resist the
temptation to colonise. So, why is Rhodes a
villain? The Rhodes statue commemorates
thescholarshiphesetupatOxfordUniversity.
AsforChurchill,he’sanationalhero,theman
who saved Britain from Hitler.
The topplers have others on their list including Christopher Columbus (for “colonising” America), Lord Mountbatten (for
Partition) and even Mahatma Gandhi (attitude to Africans). While we are on this new
shaming spree, why not add some more
revered names? Like Aristotle (theory of natural slavery), Homer (slavery as an inevitable
consequence of war) and Plato (slaves have a
deficiencyofreason).Allthiswillleadtocompletely vapid political correctness, shut out
debate and stop us from looking objectively
at our shared history.
Noonenowcanpossiblysaythatimperialismwasgoodandethical,butwecan’tavoid
the fact that it was there and is a part of human history. So is slavery and the horrors attached to it. It’s pointless to fight the past. It’s
theevilsoftodaywhichhavetobebattledinto
the ground.

THECOVID-19pandemichasbroughtglobal
economicactivitytoavirtualhalt.Whilethe
world was long expecting a recession, the
pandemichaspulledthetrigger.TheIMFestimates the global economy to contract by
-4.9 per cent this year and the cloud to
deepen should the virus not recede in the
latter half of 2020. As for the Indian economy, growth has been decelerating for the
past eight quarters, and indications by the
RBI suggest that growth is contracting for
the first time in four decades. While the recently announced economic package provides much-needed near-term liquidity
support and long-pending structural reforms aiming towards medium-to-longtermstability,wemustaddresstheelephant
in the room — the need to further aid a demand recovery. As the economy begins to
reopen, we explore the components of aggregate demand and explain why governmentexpenditureisperhapstheonlycomponent that can aid growth going forward.
Keynesian theory suggests that for aggregate demand to increase, at least one of
the components of GDP needs to expand.
Growth in the Indian economy has been
dominated by consumption (PFCE), followed by investments (GFCF), government
expenditure (GFCE) and net exports (NEX).
However,consumptionandinvestmentdemand have been subdued for the past few
quarters, dragging down overall growth.
These two components were perhaps
casualties of a sharp deceleration in credit
supply even after an impressive bank
cleanupexercisebythegovernmentandRBI.
The IL&FS debacle in September 2018 only
made matters worse. The NBFC sector,
which played an important role in fuelling
India’s consumption growth, suffered from
funding crunches leading to a further
squeezeincreditsupply,therebyimpacting
consumption demand. This deceleration is
likely to exacerbate going forward, with estimatessuggestingthatPFCEwillgrowatits
slowest pace in 15 years.
While the government and RBI have
takenimpressivestridestoensureadequate
liquidity,uncertaineconomicprospectsprovide little comfort for bankers to lend further.Eventhoughwemayseethereleaseof
somepent-upconsumption,industry-wide
job/pay-cutswithagrowingsenseofuncertaintyoverthefuturemaylimitspendingto
non-discretionary items and force people
towards precautionary savings.
Asimilarcauseforworryisthedeclining
rateof investments.Broad-basedutilisation
levels,asrepresentedbytheRBI,droppedto
68.6 per cent in Q3FY20, well below the 75
per cent benchmark for new capacity addition, implying suboptimal levels of fresh investments. A higher rate of investments is
essential for sustainable economic growth.
Thedeterioratingeconomicscenarioandincreasing levels of debt with rating downgrades for industries are likely to aggravate

existing problems. With utilisation levels at
historic lows and significant hurdles in raising new capital, any new capacity addition
in the near-future looks highly unlikely.
Global trade has been undergoing several disruptions since 2009. Heightened
trade tensions between the US and China,
with the onset of the pandemic, only make
matters worse. Global trade, as monitored
byCPB,witnesseditssteepestdeclinesince
2009, falling by -4.3 per cent in March over
thepreviousyear,withonlydownsiderisks
from hereon. As for India, our limited share
inglobaltradealongwithabattereddomestic and global outlook provides little room
for exports to contribute towards growth.
Lastly, government expenditure is the
only exogenously determined element in a
Keynesianframework.Thepositivepushrequiredtoaidademandrecoveryhastocome
through the government, seeing as there is
limited room for consumption, trade or investmentstoexpandsignificantly.However,
with sparse resources that India has, we
mustdeployfundsthatyieldahigherreturn.
Onekeyareathatcanprovidethenecessary
supportisinfrastructureinvestment.Astudy
by S&P Global estimates 1 per cent of GDP
spend on infrastructure can boost real
growthby2percentwhilecreating1.3million direct jobs. Historically, countries have
usedinfrastructuretoprovidecounter-cyclical support to the economy. Some of the
most remarkable references are the New
Deal in the US, Germany’s expansion postWWII debt reduction (1953) and more recently with China in the wake of the Global
Financial Crisis. Reports suggest that China
is sticking to the same strategy this time
around with nearly $600 billion worth of
specialbonds,itisagainlookingtowardsinfrastructure to revive growth.
Notably, infrastructure has strong links
to growth and with both supply and demand-side features that help generate employment and long-term assets. India alreadyhasanupperhandhere.Front-loading
keyprojectswithgreatervisibilityfromthe
recentlyannouncedNationalInfrastructure
Pipeline(NIP)couldaidinaquickerrecovery.
How do we do this? India already has
severalinstitutionsforinfrastructuredevelopment purposes from the likes of IIFCL,
IRFC to more recently NIIF. However, over
theseyears,theirscaleandfunctioninghave
remained inadequate. Perhaps, a relook, to
restructure these into one large development institution could help reduce inefficiencies and allow for greater leverage.
TakingacuefromChina,floatingspecial
infrastructure bonds through this organisationtoacceleratethefundingoftheNIPcould
aidaspeedierrecovery.Further,takingapage
from the New Deal and its Reconstruction
Finance Corporation, this institution’s ability for greater leverage can be used to make
amendstoourcreditchannelsaswellasthe
development of state government and urbanlocalbodybondmarkets.Thiscouldhelp
businessesandbankersovercomeriskaversionandbringbacktrustinthesystemwhile
financing new paths for growth.
At a time when liquidity is ample and
the cost is low, borrowing shouldn’t be so
scary. The exogenous component could
step-ininagreaterway,perhapsbecause,it
is the only one that can.
The writers are part of the Economics &
Finance team at NITI Aayog.
Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
BE INCLUSIVE
This refers to the editorial, 'Kartarpur
bridge’(IE,June29).Thepilgrimagecorridor is an excellent opportunity for
New Delhi to bank on soft diplomacy
with the Western neighbour in these
toughtimes.Culturalcontactsandpeople-to-people interactions serve as a
magic potion to repair bruised ties
among world nations.
Anjali Bhavana, Thiruvananthapuram

PROBE NEEDED
THISREFERSTOthereport,'Twoweeks
ago, several alleged torture by same TN
police officers, 1 died' (IE, June 29). The
Thoothukudi district judge's report of
“custodial torture” to the Madras High
Court indicates wanton human rights’
violationsbythepolice.Insteadof taking
theissueseriously,thestateinformation
minister became hyper-technical by
saying that deaths are not custodial because“theydiedinjudicialcustody,two
days after their remand”. A probe must
exposetheguiltyandofficialswhooverlooked the crime.
L R Murmu, Delhi

ART MATTERS
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Mona Lisa
with a mask’ (IE, June 29). Art has sufferedduringthepandemic.Variousmuseums, galleries and theatres will now

Dharker is a writer and columnist
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open, hoping that visitors and patrons
will return. We must not forget different forms of art kept us lively and engaged during the stringent lockdown.
Ayushi Singh, Agra

POLICE LAPSES
THISREFERSTOthereport,‘HCrejected,
Delhipolicerepeated:bailwillsendadverse message to society’ (IE, June 28).
Delhi High Court's comment that
“Prison is primarily for punishing convicts; not for detaining undertrials in
order to send any ‘message’ to society”
is appreciable. The police should act judiciously without any pressure.
Anil Kumar Jain, Jaipur
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Extended by only 20 days, the window for public feedback to the draft Environment Impact Assessment
Notification 2020 closes today. A look at the changes proposed in the norms, and why these bother activists
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ernment subsequently moved the Supreme
Court but did not get any relief.
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548,318

TOTAL CONFIRMED: 10,189,350

DEATH COUNT: 502,719

Source: Johns Hopkins University, updated at 11 pm on June 29 . JHU’s India tally and Health
Ministry’s tally (below) may not match as these are accounted at different times.

Lessons from immune response
of most severe Covid patients
A NEW study has found that even the studies, the T cells in these patients
sickest Covid-19 patients produce T prominentlytargetedthe“spike”procells that help fight the virus. T cells tein on SARS-CoV-2, according to La
are a key component of the immune Jolla Institute for Immunology, resystem and their roles include killing searchers from which are involved in
infected host cells, activating other bothstudies.Itisthespikeproteinthat
immune cells, and regulating the im- the coronavirus uses to enter human
mune response. The study cites its cells. The new study adds to growing
findings as further evidence that a evidence that the spike protein is a
Covid-19 vaccine (whenever devel- promisingtarget.AccrodingtoLaJolla,
oped)willneedtoelicitTcellstowork it also confirms that the immune sysalongside antibodies.
tem can also mount
The new research
strongresponsestoother
was published in the
targets on the virus.
journal
Science
“Thisisgoodnewsfor
Immunology on Friday.
those making a vaccine
The researchers folusing spike, and it also
lowed 10 severely ill
suggestsnewavenuesto
Covid-19 patients who
potentially increase vacwere on ventilators at
cinepotency,”researcher
Erasmus University
Daniela Weiskopf, first
Medical
Center,
author of the new study,
Netherlands. Two of the
NEW RESEARCH said in a statement.
patientseventuallydied.
While the Cell paper
Anin-depthlookattheir
followed San Diego resiimmune system responses showed dents,thenewpaperfollowsDutchpathat all 10 patients produced T cells tients—and the T cell responses were
that targeted the SARS-CoV-2 virus. consistent in both populations. “This
These T cells worked alongside anti- study is important because it shows
bodies in trying to clear the virus and this immune response in patients
stopping the infection.
thousandsofmilesapart.ThesameobThe researchers note that these servationhasnowbeenstronglyreprofindingsareinlinewitharecentstudy, duced in different continents and difpublishedinCell,thatshowedarobust ferent studies,” Weiskopf said.
T cell response in individuals with
Source: La Jolla Institute for
moderate cases of Covid-19. In both
Immunology
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INDIA COUNT: 5,48,318 (16,475 DEATHS)
REST OF INDIA
TOP 10 STATES
AndamanandNicobarIslands 76
ArunachalPradesh
182
13,829
Haryana

17,271

83,077 Delhi
22,147 UP

Rajasthan

31,320
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Gujarat

West Bengal
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1,64,626
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Andhra Pradesh

Tamil Nadu

Assam
Bihar
Chandigarh
Chhattisgarh
DadraandNagarHaveli
Goa
HimachalPradesh
JammuandKashmir
Jharkhand
Karnataka
Kerala
MadhyaPradesh
Ladakh
Manipur
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Nagaland
Odisha
Puducherry
Punjab
Sikkim
Tripura
Uttarakhand

7206
9212
429
2662
178
1198
916
7093
2364
13190
4189
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963
1185
47
148
415
6614
619
5216
88
1346
2823

UnionHealthMinistryupdateasof 11pm,June29.Somestatesmayhave
reportedhighernumbers.Onlystates/UTswithatleastonecaselistedabove.
3,21,723 PATIENTS DISCHARGED IN 35 STATES AND UNION TERRITORIES
Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak and what you should/should not do?

Write to explained@indianexpress.com

The big shift

THE COVID-19 emergency delayed the publication of the draft Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA) Notification 2020 in the
Gazette by 19 days. So, when thousands
emailed to seek an extension to the mandatory 60-day window for public feedback, the
Environment Ministry top brass thought it
fit to allow another 60 days until August 10.
But, as reported by The Indian Express,
EnvironmentMinisterPrakashJavadekarset
thenewdeadlineonJune30,limiting theextension to only 20 days. It did not go down
well with activists who have been pushing
for the draft’s withdrawal altogether. Far
from an improvement, the 2020 draft, they
claim, is a regressive departure from the
2006 version it seeks to replace.

Background

A signatory to the Stockholm Declaration
(1972)onEnvironment,Indiaenactedlawsto
control water (1974) and air (1981) pollution
soon after. But it was only after the Bhopal
gasleakdisasterin1984thatthecountrylegislated an umbrella Act for environmental
protection in 1986.
Under the Environment (Protection) Act,
1986, India notified its first EIA norms in
1994, setting in place a legal framework for
regulating activities that access, utilise, and
affect (pollute) natural resources. Every development project has been required to go
through the EIA process for obtaining prior
environmental clearance ever since.
The 1994 EIA notification was replaced
withamodifieddraftin2006.Earlierthisyear,
the government redrafted it again to incorporate the amendments and relevant court
ordersissuedsince2006,andtomaketheEIA
“process more transparent and expedient.”

exempting one category of industries or the
other from scrutiny.
On the other hand, developers complain
thattheEIAregimedampenedthespiritofliberalisation,leadingtoredtapeandrent-seeking.DelayinprojectclearanceduringtheUPAIIrulebecameanelectionissuein2014when
then prime ministerial candidate Narendra
Modi hit out at the Congress by claiming that
files did not move in the Environment
Ministry till “Jayanthi tax” was paid.

having to explain why.
Additionally,thenewdraftexemptsalong
list of projects from public consultation. For
example, linear projects such as roads and
pipelinesinborderareaswillnotrequireany
publichearing.The‘borderarea’isdefinedas
"areafallingwithin100kilometresaerialdistance from the Line of Actual Control with
bordering countries of India.” That would
cover much of the Northeast, the repository
of the country’s richest biodiversity.

The contention

Red flags

What’s exempt

Though established to safeguard the environment, the EIA process, argue activists,
often achieved the opposite by offering a
façade of legal paperwork for a range of de
facto concessions enjoyed by industries.
For example, reports on projects’ potential (damaging) impact on the environment
— the bedrock of the EIA process — are frequently shoddy and consultant agencies
that prepare those reports for a fee are rarely
held accountable. Lack of administrative capacity to ensure compliance often renders
long lists of clearance conditions meaningless. Then there are periodic amendments

Open cast coal mining at Assam’s Dehing Patkai Elephant Reserve, which has
been at the centre of recent protests by environment activists. Debojit Moran

The2020draftoffersnoremedyforthepolitical and bureaucratic stronghold on the EIA
process, and thereby on industries. Instead, it
proposes to bolster the government’s discretionary power while limiting public engagement in safeguarding the environment.
While projects concerning national defence and security are naturally considered
strategic, the government gets to decide on
the “strategic” tag for other projects. The
2020draftsaysnoinformationon“suchprojects shall be placed in the public domain”.
Thisopensawindowforsummaryclearance
for any project deemed strategic without

All inland waterways projects and expansion/widening of national highways —
two focus areas of the government and
championed by Nitin Gadkari, the minister
in charge of the sectors concerned — will be
exempt from prior clearance. These include
roads that cut through forests and dredging
of major rivers.
The 2020 draft also exempts most building construction projects of built-up area up
to 1,50,000 sq m. This is a reiteration of the
Environment Ministry’s December 2016 notification that was set aside by the National
Green Tribunal in December 2017. The gov-

The two most significant changes in the
new draft are the provisions for post-facto
project clearance and abandoning the public trust doctrine. Projects operating in violation of the Environment Act will now be
able to apply for clearance. It is a reiteration
of a March 2017 notification for projects operating without clearance.
All a violator will need are two plans for
remediation and resource augmentation
corresponding to 1.5-2 times “the ecological
damage assessed and economic benefit derived due to violation”. For such late applications, a developer will have to cough up Rs
2,000-10,000 per day for the period of delay.
Considertheimpactof thispenaltyon,say,an
illegal sand miner who takes out several
truckloads every day.
In an order on April 1, the Supreme Court
held “ex post facto environmental clearances”contraryto law. It said: “Environment
law cannot countenance the notion of an ex
post facto clearance. This would be contrary
to both the precautionary principle as well
as the need for sustainable development.”
The 2020 draft also spells out how the
government will take cognisance of such violations.Ithastobereportedeitherbyagovernment authority or the developers themselves. There is no scope for any public
complaint about violations. Instead, the relianceisontheviolatorstodisclose,suomotu,
that they broke the law.

Legal question

AnEIAnotificationisissuedunderSection
3of theEnvironmentProtectionAct,1986,to
impose restrictions on setting up new projects or expansion or modernisation of existing projects. The section stipulates that such
measures must benefit the environment.
IntheApril1order,theSupremeCourtalso
said:“ForanactionoftheCentralgovernment
tobetreatedasameasurereferabletoSection
3,itmustsatisfythestatutoryrequirementof
beingnecessaryorexpedientforthepurpose
of protectingandimprovingthequalityof the
environmentandpreventing,controllingand
abating environment pollution”.
As the window for public feedback to the
2020draftclosesonTuesday,itsvariousprovisionsaimedatfacilitatingthegovernment’s
doctrine of “ease of doing business” keep
openthequestionif thenotificationisaligned
to the purpose of the Environment Act. The
last is yet to be heard on its legal validity.

Ban on Tik Tok, etc: why, how, what now
NANDAGOPAL RAJAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

INDIAONMondaybanned59appsoriginating
from China, including very popular ones like
the short video platform TikTok, UC Browser,
file sharing app ShareIt, and CamScanner,
which allows iOS and Android devices to be
used as image and document scanners.
What is the legal basis for India's action?
The ban has beenenforcedunder Section
69Aof theInformationTechnologyAct,2000
(“Power to issue directions for blocking for
publicaccessof anyinformationthroughany
computer resource”): “Where the Central
Government or any of its officers specially
authorised by it... is satisfied that it is necessary or expedient so to do, in the interest of
sovereignty and integrity of India, defence of

India, security of the State, friendly relations
with foreign States or public order or for preventingincitementtothecommissionof any
cognizable offence relatingto above,it may...
by order, direct any agency of the
Government or intermediary to block for access by the public or cause to be blocked for
access by the public any information generated, transmitted, received, stored or hosted
in any computer resource.”
The Ministry of Information and
Technology has said that it “has received
many complaints from various sources includingseveralreportsaboutmisuseof some
mobile apps… for stealing and surreptitiously transmitting users’ data in an unauthorised manner to servers which have locations outside India”. Since this “ultimately
impinges uponthesovereigntyandintegrity
of India, is a matter of very deep and immediate concern which requires emergency

measures”, it has said.
How will the ban be enforced?
Thenotificationisexpectedtobefollowed
byinstructionstoInternetserviceprovidersto
blocktheseapps.Usersarelikelytosoonseea
messagesayingaccesstotheappshasbeenrestricted on the request of the government.
However, whilethiswill impact apps like
TikTok and UC News that need a live feed to
serveanypurpose,usersmightstillbeableto
continue using apps that don’t need an active Internet connection to be used. But further downloads of these apps, like
CamScanner, are likely to be blocked on
Google’s Play Store and Apple’s App Store.
What will be the impact of the ban?
SomeappsonthebannedlistareverypopularinIndia,especiallyTikTok,whichhasover
100millionactiveusersinthecountry,mainly

intheheartland.Newsocialmediaplatforms
like Helo and Likee, as well as video chat app
Bigo Live, are immensely popular among
Indians who are not comfortable in English.
These users will have to look for substitutes.
Also,mostof theseplatformshaveIndian
creators, for many of whom this is the only
source of income. Many of these apps have
offices and employees in India, and a few
thousand jobs could be at stake.
Will the ban be permanent?
TikTok was banned in India on the order
of the Madras High Court for a few days last
year,butitcamebacksoonafterthecourtvacated the ban. The action this time, however,
is more sweeping, impacts more apps, and
has been taken in a specific strategic and national security context. It could be a warning
to bigger Chinese businesses in India, and to
China itself.

What is Balochistan Liberation Army, believed to be behind Karachi attack?
NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN
MUMBAI, JUNE 29

POSTEDONTwitterandothersocialmedia,
aphotographstampedwiththe letters BLA,
showing four armed men in camouflage,
withacaptionnamingthemandtheir“selfsacrificing attack” on the Pakistan Stock
Exchange in Karachi on Monday, is being
widely seen as a claim by the Balochistan
Liberation Army for the attack.

What is BLA

The BLA is a Balochsecessionist militant
group headed by Hyrbayair Marri, who is
based in the UK. Pakistan has long accused
Indiaof backingBaloch separatistsand militants, and also alleges an Afghan hand in it.
The men in the photo were identified in
the caption as Tasleem Baloch alias Muslim,
ShehzadBalochaliasCobra,SalmanHammal
aliasNotak,andSirajKunguraliasYaagi,ofthe
BLA'sso-calledMajeedBrigade,namedafter
a BLA commander Abdul Majeed Baloch.
Monday's attack appears to have been
foiled at the gates of the PSE. All four men

were shot dead by security forces. A policeman and two security guards are also reported to have died. The four attackers
threw a grenade as they attempted to enter the complex. According to reports in the
Pakistani media, they were carrying backpacks with food supplies and ammunition
that seemed to suggest they were prepared
for a long-drawn-out operation.

The two Karachi attacks

If indeed this is an attack by the BLA, as
theclaimappearstosuggest,thisistheirsecond in Karachi, Pakistan's business capital
and its largest city where the country's
biggestportislocated.Itisalsothecapitalof
Sindhprovince.Thepreviousterroristattack
inKarachiwasinNovember2018,whenthe
BLA claimed a strike on the Chinese consulate in the city, killing four people – two
visa applicants and two policemen. The
threeattackerswerekilledbysecurityforces.
According to a report in December 2016
reportinDawnnewspaper,thePakistanStock
Exchange (PSX) sold 40 per cent strategic
shares to a Chinese consortium comprising
three Chinese exchanges — China Financial

Futures Exchange Company Limited (lead
bidder), Shanghai Stock Exchange and
Shenzhen Stock Exchange which bought
30pcofthestrategicstock—and twolocalfinancialinstitutions—Pak-ChinaInvestment
Company Limited and Habib Bank Limited,
which bought 5 per cent each. The value of
the transaction was $85 million.
"The significant feature of the deal [is
thatitisthe]firstsuchsaleof strategicinterest in a bourse in the regional markets.
Through the deal, the Chinese bourse has
also made its first foray in an acquisition
outside China," Dawn said at the time.

Pak and Chinese targets

Other Majeed Brigade/BLA attacks have
targeted Pakistani government or Chinese
targets in Balochistan province. A suicide
bombing claimed by the group targeted
pro-government Baloch politician Nasser
Mengal at his home in Quetta in December
2011,killing13people.InAugust2018,asuicide attack on a bus carrying Chinese engineers in Dalbandin in Balochistan caused
injuries to three Chinese nationals.
Lastyear,inawidelysharedvideoonso-

The Pakistan Stock Exchange building
in Karachi, reflected in a bulletriddled window. Reuters
cial media, a purported member of the
“Majeed Brigade” is heard warning Chinese
President Xi Jinping to “get out of
Balochistan”. A man wearing military fatigues and a black cloth over his face says:
“President Xi Jinping, you still have time to
get out of Balochistan or you will witness a
retaliation from Baloch sons and daughters

you will never forget”.
The video came soon after an attack by
the “Majeed Brigade” at a five-star hotel in
Gwadar,whereChinesedelegationsusually
stay. Eight people, including four hotel employees, a soldier and the three attackers,
were killed.
In another video on YouTube, a former
leader of the Majeed Brigade, “General”
Aslam Baloch, alleges that the Chinese government is helping Pakistan security forces
fight Baloch militants by providing them
withspyingequipment.Healsoallegedthat
the Chinese are building military bases
along the Balochistan coast.
In a brief on the Majeed Brigade, the
Pakistan Institute of Conflict & Security
Studies, headed by former High
Commissioner to India Abdul Basit, says a
training video of the group seems to suggest it is based in Afghanistan. It says “targeting Chinese interests is the prime task
giventoMajeedBrigadebyBLAleadership”.
China is developing Gwadar Port in
Balochistan as a key link in its Belt and Road
Initiative. The China Pakistan Economic
Corridor, that begins at Khunjerab Pass in

New Delhi

Gilgit Baltistan ends at Gwadar. It is envisioned as China's superhighway to the oilfields of the Middle East.

Baloch secessionism

Hyrbyair Marri, who is said to lead the
BLA,isthesonof KhairBakshMarri,thelate
head of the Marri, the largest Baloch tribe,
andseenbythePakistansecurityestablishmentaspartof anaxisof anti-Pakistantribal
chieftains, along with Nawab Akbar Khan
Bugti and Sardar Ataullah Mengal. Marri,
who died in 2014, was a Baloch nationalist,
and spent years in exile in Afghanistan.
Militant Baloch secessionism is low intensity guerrilla warfare that has never
gained critical mass except for a brief period in the 1970s, primarily because
Balochistan is a thinly populated province.
Some secessionists speak of Greater
Balochistan, which also includes Iran's
Sistan-Baluchistan province.
PICSS says in its brief that BLA is funded
by Afghanistan and India, as well as by
wealthy Baloch businessmen living abroad,
andthatHyrbyairMarri“enjoysthepatronage of anti-Pakistan forces”
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Francois Fillon got a
5-year sentence, with
3 years suspended
FRANCE

Ex-PMFillon
sentencedtojail
forcorruption

Paris: A French court on
Mondaysentencedformer
Prime Minister Francois
Fillon to five years in jail,
three of them suspended,
for embezzling public
funds in a scandal that
wrecked his 2017 run for
president. The court also
found Fillon’s wife,
Penelope, guilty for her
role in the scam that saw
herreceiveabout1million
eurosforminimalworkas
her husband’s assistant.
She received a suspended
three-year sentence. In a
scathing ruling, the chief
judge said Fillon, 66,
eroded public trust in the
political class as a result of
paying his wife a salary
thatwasdisproportionate.

USA

Topcourtstrikes
downLouisiana
abortioncliniclaw

THEUSSupremeCourton
Monday struck down a
Louisiana law regulating
abortion clinics, reassertingacommitmenttoabortion rights over fierce opposition from dissenting
conservativejusticesinthe
first big abortion case of
the Trump era. Chief
JusticeJohnRobertsjoined
with his four more liberal
colleagues in ruling that
the law requiring doctors
who perform abortions
have admitting privileges
atnearbyhospitalsviolates
the abortion right the
court first announced in
thelandmarkRoev.Wade
decision in 1973. In two
previous abortion cases,
Roberts had favoured restrictions.

FRANCE

AuctionofAfrican
artifactstogo
aheadinParis

A NIGERIAN commission
hascalledforthecancellation of Monday’s auction
in Paris of sacred Nigerian
statuesthatitallegeswere
stolen. Christie’s auction
house has defended the
sale, saying the artworks
werelegitimatelyacquired
andthesalewillgoahead.
In recent years, French
courts have consistently
ruled in favor of auction
houses whose sales of sacred objects, such as Hopi
tribal masks, were contestedbyrightsgroupsand
representatives of the
tribes.APrincetonscholar,
professor Chika OkekeAgulu, alongside Nigeria’s
CommissionforMuseums
and Monuments, had
raised alarm that the objects were looted during
the Biafran war.

USA
CALLS FOR REMOVAL OF JOHN WAYNE STATUE
Leaders of Orange County’s Democratic Party are pushing to drop film legend John
Wayne’s name, statue and other likenesses from the county’s airport because of his racist
and bigoted comments. Wayne, who died in 1979, said in a 1971 interview: “I believe in
white supremacy until the blacks are educated to a point of responsibility.”

ALL FOUR ASSAILANTS GUNNED DOWN

7killedinattackonKarachistock
exchange,IndiaslamsPakcharges
IslamabadhintsatIndianrole,Delhirejects‘absurd’claim;Baloch-linkedgroupclaimsresponsibility

PTI & ENS

KARACHI, NEW DELHI, JUNE 29
FOUR HEAVILY armed militants,
believed to be from a banned
Baloch terror group, on Monday
made a brazen attempt to take
overthePakistanStockExchange
buildinghere,killingfoursecurity
guards and a police officer before
beingshotdeadbysecurityforces.
Hours later, Pakistan hinted
at India hand in the attacks, triggering a sharp reaction from
Delhi. As Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi talked about
“externally supported terrorism”, New Delhi rejected the
comments as “absurd”. Ministry
of External Affairsspokesperson
AnuragSrivastavasaid,“Pakistan
cannot shift the blame on India
for its domestic problems.”
The militants, who arrived in
a car and were armed with automaticmachineguns,grenades
andexplosives,triedtostormthe
Pakistan Stock Exchange
through a parking lot, opening
indiscriminate fire and lobbing
grenades, but were stopped
from entering the multi-storey
building. Two civilians were
among those killed in the attack.
The Balochistan Liberation

At the site of the attack in Karachi on Monday. Reuters
Army (BLA)-linked Majeed
Brigade claimed responsibility
for the attack. Banned in
Pakistan,theUKandUS,theseparatistgroupwasalsobehindthe
Pearl Continental Hotel attack in
Gwadar, Balochistan, last year in
which eight people were killed.
A senior official of the CounterTerrorism Department said one
of the killed militants was identified as Salman, who hails from
the restive Balochistan province.
Deputy Superintendent of

Police(South)Jamil Ahmedsaid,
“Theylobbedhandgrenadesand
opened fire initially at the compound entrance to force themselves in, but one of them was
killed immediately and that set
them back.” None of the four
managedtoenterthemain trading hall or building and trading
went on even during the attack,
Ahmed said.
TheDirectorGeneral,Rangers,
Sindh, Major-General Omer
Ahmed Bokhari, addressing a

press conference in Karachi, said
theattackersintendedtonotonly
enter the building but also hold
people hostage. “Every terrorist
wasarmedwithweaponsthatincluded AK-47s, hand grenades,
rocket launchers. They were also
carryingfoodandwater,”hesaid.
He said the attack bore the
hallmark of the siege by the BLA
of the Chinese Consulate in
KarachiinNovember2018,which
had led to the death of two.
He added, “The (stock exchange) is an important symbol
of economic activity… It was an
attempttosendamessagetothe
world that Pakistan is not safe.
They wanted to damage
Pakistan’seconomicactivity and
harm investors’ confidence.”
Thestockexchangebuildingis
situated on I I Chundrigar Road,
also known as Pakistan’s Wall
Street, in Karachi’s high-security
commercialhub.Theareahouses
the Pakistan state bank as well as
the headquarters of national and
internationalfinancialinstitutions.
The Karachi stock exchange
is Pakistan’s largest and oldest.
Usually there are more than
6,000 employees working in the
compound. Pakistan Stock
Exchange Managing Director
Farrukh Khan said “the number

Bomb, mortars
kill 23 civilians
in Afghanistan

Daniel Pearl case:
Pak SC says no
stay on order to
overturn Qaeda
man’s conviction

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KABUL, JUNE 29

SAJJAD HUSSAIN

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 29
PAKISTAN’S SUPREME Court on
Monday rejected a plea to stay a
high court verdict that overturnedtheconvictionofal-Qaeda
leader Ahmed Omar Saeed
Sheikh in the kidnapping and
murder of Daniel Pearl in 2002.
Pearl, the 38-year-old South
Asia bureau chief for The Wall
Street Journal, was abducted and
beheaded while he was in
Pakistan investigating a story in
2002 on the alleged links between the country's powerful
spy agency ISI and al-Qaeda.
On April 2, a two-judge Sindh
HighCourtbenchoverturnedthe
deathsentenceofBritish-born46year-old al-Qaeda leader, who
was convicted in the abduction
and murder of Pearl in 2002. The
courtalsoacquittedhisthreeaides
serving life sentences in the case.
The Sindh government and
parents of Pearl challenged the
highcourtverdictintheSupreme
Court, where a three-member
benchledbyJusticeMushirAlam
heard the case on Monday.
The Sindh government
lawyer, Farooq Naek, urged the
topcourttoissueastayorderbut
the judges refused to grant the
stay in the case. They also observed that the court cannot accept the plea unless some glaring discrepancy was cited in the
decision of the high court.
Naektoldthecourtthatunless
there was a stay, the accused
would have to be released.
Two days after the high court
overturned Sheikh’s conviction
on April 2, the Sindh government invoked the Maintenance
of Public Order to keep them in
jail. Their imprisonment will
end on July 2. PTI

of peoplewaslowerthannormal
today as many people are still
staying home due to Covid-19”.
A spokesperson for the BLA
said they had carried out the attack to target Pakistan’s economy, which was “built on exploitation of Balochistan’s
resources for decades”.
It said the attack was also
meant as a message to China,
which holds about 40% equity in
the Pakistan Stock Exchange
through the Shanghai stock exchange. The BLA has vocally opposed China’s infrastructure investments in the province.
Speaking to Pakistan’s
Samaa TV, Foreign Minister
Qureshi said some elements
want to disturb peace in
Pakistan. “If the BLA has claimed
responsibility for this attack, see
where their links are,” Qureshi
said, seen as a reference to India.
In its statement, the MEA
said, “Unlike Pakistan, India has
nohesitationincondemningterrorism anywhere in the world,
including in Karachi… Foreign
MinisterQureshimaywishtoreflect on this, as also his own government’sposition,includinghis
Prime Minister’s description of
the global terrorist (Osama bin
Laden) as a martyr.”

FIGHT ERUPTS IN TAIWAN PARLIAMENT
FightingeruptedinTaiwan’sParliamentonMondayaslawmakersfrom therulingDemocratic
ProgressiveParty(DPP)brokethroughbarricadeserectedbythemainoppositionKuomintang
(KMT) whohadoccupiedit toprotestagainstgovernment“tyranny”. Reuters

A CAR bombing and mortar
shells fired at a busy market in
southern
Afghanistan's
Helmand province on Monday
killed 23 people, including children, a statement form a provincial governor's office said.
Both the Taliban and the
Afghan military blame each
other for the attack in Sangin
district.
Detailsof the reportedattack
couldnotbeindependentlyconfirmed as the area, which is under Taliban control, is remote
and inaccessible to reporters.
The statement from the governor,GeneralMohammadYasin,
didnotprovidefurtherdetailsand
therewasnoclaimofresponsibility for the attack.
A Taliban spokesman, Qari
Yusouf Ahmadi, denied the insurgents were involved. The
Taliban claimed the military
fired mortars into the market.

Residents wait in line at a “community pot” in Lima, Peru.
For many residents, the community pot is their only defence
against a hunger that’s become a constant feature of life
amid the coronavirus pandemic. AP

Global coronavirus
deaths top 500,000
US accounts for a quarter of the deaths
JANE WARDELL
& CATE CADELL

SYDNEY, BEIJING, JUNE 29
THE DEATH toll from Covid-19
surpassed half a million people
on Sunday, a grim milestone for
the global pandemic that seems
toberesurgentinsomecountries
even as other regions are still
grappling with the first wave.
The respiratory illness
caused by the new coronavirus
has been particularly dangerous
for the elderly, although other
adults and children are also
amongthe501,000fatalitiesand
10.1 million reported cases.
While the overall rate of
death has flattened in recent
weeks, health experts have expressed concerns about record
numbers of new cases in countries like the United States, India
and Brazil, as well as new outbreaks in parts of Asia.
More than 4,700 people are
dying every 24 hours from
Covid-19-linked illness, accordingtoReuterscalculationsbased
on an average from June 1 to 27.
About one-quarter of all the
deathssofarhavebeenintheUS.
The recent surge in cases has
been most pronounced in a
handful of Southern and
Western states that reopened
earlierandmoreaggressively.US
officials on Sunday reported
around 44,700 new cases and
508additionaldeaths. REUTERS

Bangladesh’s
defence secy
dies of Covid-19
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DHAKA, JUNE 29

BANGLADESH DEFENCE secretary Abdullah Al Mohsin
Chowdhury died of coronavirusrelatedcomplicationsonMonday
at a military hospital here.
He was 57 and is survived by
his wife, a son and a daughter.
Chowdhury was admitted to
Dhaka’s Combined Military
Hospital on June 2 after he was
testedpositiveforthecoronavirus
infection. Later, he was moved to
the intensive care unit and was
administered plasma therapy afterhisconditiondeteriorated,the
bdnews24.com reported.
According to Md Bhasani
Mirza,administrativeofficeratthe
defence ministry, Chowdhury
diedaftersufferingacardiacarrest
duringhistreatmentatthehospital,theDhakaTribunereported.
PM Sheikh Hasina expressed
shock and sorrow at the demise
of Chowdhury.
Born in Cumilla in 1963,
Chowdhury did his post graduationfromDhakaUniversity.Hehas
servedintheministriesoffisheries
and livestock, finance, industries,
healthandthePMO.

32 bodies were recovered after the incident on the river
Buriganga in Dhaka on Monday. Reuters

Iran issues warrant for Trump, goes to Interpol At least 32 die as ferry
capsizes in Bangladesh
Why a ‘red notice’ is unlikely

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TEHRAN, JUNE 29

IRAN HAS issued an arrest warrant and asked Interpol for help
indetainingUSPresidentDonald
Trumpanddozensofothersitbelievescarriedoutthedronestrike
thatkilledatopIraniangeneralin
Baghdad, a local prosecutor reportedly said on Monday.
WhileTrumpfacesnodanger
of arrest, the charges underscore
theheightenedtensionsbetween
Iran and the United States since
Trump unilaterally withdrew
America from Tehran’s nuclear
deal with world powers.
Tehran prosecutor Ali
AlqasimehrsaidTrumpandmore

The arrest warrant was
issued against Trump over
the drone attack that killed
Iran’s General Soleimani
than30otherswhomIranaccuses
of involvement in the January 3
strike that killed Gen. Qassem
Soleimani in Baghdad face “mur-

IRAN HAS asked
Interpol to put out a
“red notice” for Trump
and more than 30 others it holds responsible for the killing of General
Soleimani. Even if Interpol
were to grant Iran’s request, it
doesn’t have the power to
force US police to arrest the
President. Moreover, Interpol
der and terrorism charges”, the
ISNA news agency reported.
Alqasimehr also was quoted
as saying that Iran requested a

is unlikely to put out a
red notice for Trump
as it could be deemed
as going against its
guidelines that forbid
it from “undertaking any intervention or activities of a
political” nature. However, an
Interpol committee is likely
to meet to discuss whether or
not to grant Iran’s request.
“rednotice”beputoutforTrump
and the others, which represents
thehighestlevelarrestrequestissued by Interpol.

ANISUR RAHMAN
DHAKA, JUNE 29

AT LEAST 32 people were
drownedandmanyweremissing
onMondaywhenaferrycarrying
over 100 passengers capsized in
Buriganga river after it was hit by
abiggervesselintheBangladeshi
capital here, officials said.
“Itappearedtobeanaccident
causedbynegligenceof thedrivers,”anofficialof theBangladesh
InlandWaterTransportAuthority
(BIWTA) told reporters.
Rescuers feared several passengers were trapped inside the
ferry which sank at around 9.30

amwithnearly100passengerson
boardintheBurigangariveralong
theShyambazarareaofOldDhaka.
“Thirtytwobodieshavebeen
retrieved so far. Search is on for
themissingones,”theBIWTAofficial said. According to news
channels,thevictimsincludefive
womenandtwochildren.Thevictims are yet to be identified.
The ferry Morning Bird capsized after it was hit by another
launch Moyur-2 near the
Sadarghat launch terminal.
Following the accident, the
driver and other staff of Moyur-2,
which was carrying some 1,000
passengers, left the scene and
wentintohiding,policesaid. PTI

AT THE SAME TIME, THE COUNTRY’S HAN MAJORITY HAVE BEEN ENCOURAGED TO HAVE MORE CHILDREN

Amid crackdown in Xinjiang, China forces birth control on Uighurs
ASSOCIATED PRESS
JUNE 29

THE CHINESE government is taking draconian measures to slash
birth rates among Uighurs and
otherminoritiesaspartofasweeping campaign to curb its Muslim
population, even as it encourages
some of the country’s Han majoritytohavemorechildren.
While individual women
have spoken out before about

forced birth control, the practice
is far more widespread and systematic than previously known,
according to an AP investigation
based on government statistics,
state documents and interviews
with 30 ex-detainees, family
members and a former detention camp instructor. The campaign over the past four years in
the far west region of Xinjiang is
leading to what some experts
are calling a form of “demographic genocide”.

The state regularly subjects
minority women to pregnancy
checks, and forces intrauterine
devices, sterilisation and even
abortion on hundreds of thousands, the interviews and data
show. Even while the use of
IUDs and sterilisation has fallen
nationwide, it is rising sharply
in Xinjiang.
The population control
measures are backed by mass
detention both as a threat and as
a punishment for failure to com-

Gulnar Omirzakh,
aChinese-born
ethnicKazakh,says
she wasforcedto
getanintrauterine
contraceptive, and
thatauthorities
threatenedto
detain herif she
didn’tpayafinefor
givingbirth toher
thirdchild. AP

ply. Having too many children is
a major reason people are sent
to detention camps, the AP
found, with the parents of three
or more ripped away from their
families unless they can pay
huge fines. Police raid homes,
terrifying parents as they search
for hidden children.
After Gulnar Omirzakh, a
Chinese-born Kazakh, had her
third child, the government ordered her to get an IUD inserted.
Two years later, in January 2018,

four officials in military camouflage came knocking at her door
anyway. They gave Omirzakh,
the penniless wife of a detained
vegetable trader, three days to
pay a $2,685 fine for having
more than two children.
If shedidn’t,theywarned,she
wouldjoinherhusbandandamillionotherethnicminoritieslocked
up in internment camps — often
for having too many children.
The result of the birth control
campaign is a climate of terror

New Delhi

around having children. Birth
ratesinthemostlyUighurregions
ofHotanandKashgarplungedby
morethan60%from2015to2018,
thelatestyearavailableingovernment statistics.
The hundreds of millions of
dollars the government pours
into birth control has transformed Xinjiang from one of
China’s fastest-growing regions
toamongitsslowestinjustafew
years,accordingtonewresearch
byChinascholarAdrianZenz. AP

14 CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS
Classifieds

PUBLIC NOTICE

SITUATION VACANT

This is for the information of general public that
my client(s) (1) SH. PARAS NATH PRASAD S/o
SH. JHOOLAN PRASAD and his wife (2) SMT.
KRISHNAWATI
DEVI
both
R/o
A-5,
SURAKSHA VIHAR VIKAS NAGAR UTTAM
NAGAR NEW DELHI 110059 has disowned and
debarred their son namely ARJUN KUMAR and
his wife namely NISHA DEVI from all their
movable and immovable properties with
immediate effect because of their constant
fighting at home and outside and loss of my
clients mental peace, harassment, torture,
cruelty, atrocities committed by them against my
clients. Anybody dealing with them shall do so
at his/her own risk cost and responsibilities
thereto. My clients shall not be responsible in
any manner for the same
Sd/PRAVEEN RASTOGI, ADVOCATE
RZ-97, KHUSHI RAM PARK, UTTAM NAGAR
NEW DELHI-59 MOBILE:9810986643

PERSONAL
I Lakshmi Devi W/O, Late
Surinder Kumar R/o 95, Second
Floor, Gujrawala Town, Part-ii,
Delhi-110009 have changed my
name to Laxmi Devi for all
purposes.
0040540644-1
I Santosh Raj Paul W/O Raj Paul
Resident,C-140, Minto-Road
Complex, Minto Road, Delhi110002.have changed my name
to Santosh Paul. 0040540697-7
I. Nirdosh Kumar Sharma S/o
Kedarnath R/o 3523 Vishnu
Garden Rajendra Park
Gurugram have changed my
name from Nirdosh Kumar
Sharma to Nirdosh Kumar
Bhardwaj vide affidavit.
0070707542-1
I,Anil Gupta s/o Ram Kumar
Gupta, R/o B-5/110, Third Floor,
Paschim Vihar, New Delhi110063 have changed my name
to Anil Kumar Gupta

I, BRIJMOHAN MADANLAL S/o
MADAN LAL, ADD-301-C-1,
FIRST-FLOOR, GALI.NO.02,
KRISHNAPURI BLOCK,
MANDAWALI, DELHI110092,changed my name to
BRIJ MOHAN LAL. 0040540697-1

I, Rythem Arora D/o Rajkumar
Resident of F-4, House no. 127,
Sector-16, Rohini, Delhi -110089
have changed my name to
Rhythm for all future purposes.
0040540704-12
I, Raviprakash Bhardwaj S/o
Nirdosh Kumar Sharma R/o
3523 Vishnu Garden Rajendra
Park Gurugram have changed
my name from Raviprakash
Bhardwaj to Avinash Bhardwaj
vide affidavit.
0070707543-1
I, Rajani Spouse of Nirdosh
Kumar Sharma R/o 3523 Vishnu
Garden Rajendra Park
Gurugram have changed my
name from Rajani to Rajni
Bhardwaj vide affidavit.
0070707544-1
I, RAMELABEN W/O.NO5046181K HAV MALIVAD
DALPAT SINH, R/O.VILLBARELA, PO-KUVAJAR,TEHLIMKHEDA, DISTPANCHMAHAL,
GUJARAT-389115.have changed
my name,from RAMELABEN to
MALIVAD RAMILABEN,for
all,future purposes and in myhusband’s service-record my
date-of-birth wronglymentioned as-28/04/1975
instead of-01/01/1975.
0040540697-9
I, Om Parkash,S/o Lt.Uma
Shankar Sahu R/o-D-20/5, Plot
Shahbad Dairy,Delhi110042,declare that Om
Parkash & Prakash Sahu are
one and same person and may
will be Known as Om Parkash.
0040540704-2
I, NO-JC-352724L SUB PATIL
VITTHAL MARUTI,R/O.VPOBORGAON,TEH-TASGAON,
DISTT-SANGLI,
(MAHARASHTRA)-416312,have
changed my minor daughter’s
name,from ARATI to PATIL
AARTI VITTHAL,for all,future
purpose.
0040540697-10
I, NISHA NAGI W/O GANESH
KUMAR R/O-E-3/466 NAND
NAGRI DELHI-110093,HAVE
changed my name to NISHA.
0040540697-2
I, KUSHM SHARMA,W/O ASHOK
KUMAR SHARMA, H.NO-25,
DEFENCE-ENCLACE, 2NDFLOOR, VIKAS-MARG,
LAXMINAGAR, DELHI110092,changed my name to
KUSUM LATA SHARMA,for
all,purposes.
0040540697-6
I, Islamuddin s/o Nathu Shekh
R/o-H-1/83, Block-H-1,
Madangir, Dr.Ambedkar Nagar,
Delhi-110062,have changed my
name to Shekh Islamuddin
permanently.
0040540697-5

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Asmeet Manchanda D/o Sh.
Inder Pal Singh R/o R-12,
Second Floor, Inderpuri, New
Delhi-110012 have changed my
name from Asmeet
Manchanda to Asmeet Kaur
Manchanda vide affidavit no
IN-DL50634809912603S dated
23-June-2020 for all purposes.

MY CLIENT SH. OM PRAKASH VAID
R/O E-51, SECTOR 27, NOIDA,
GAUTAMBUDH
NAGAR,
U.P.
HEREBY DISOWN HIS SON VIJAY
VAID FROM ALL HIS MOVABLE/
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES AS HIS
SON IS NOT IN HIS CONTROL.
ANYBODY DEALING WITH VIJAY
VAID IN ANY MANNER WILL BE
HIMSELF/ HERSELF RESPONSIBLE
FOR HIS/HER ACTS
Advocate /H. S. Gill/
Saket 210: H.S. GILL, ADVOCATE,
210, SAKET COURTS, NEW DELHI.
ENRL. NO. D-1208/12.
MOBILE : 9971741424

0040540691-1
I, Ashish Chaudhary,S/o
Sh.Abhai Singh R/o-1351,
Sector-10A,Gurugram,
Haryana,have changed the
name of my son Nimansh
Guliya to Lakshaya
Chaudhary,for all,purposes.

GUJARAT MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Government of Gujarat Undertaking)
Regd. Office : Block No. 14/1, Dr. Jivraj Mehta Bhavan,
Sector-10, Gandhinagar

0040540704-3

0040540643-1
I, Vandana Pabreja W/o Rakesh
Kumar R/o-23, New State Bank
Colony, Janakpuri, Saharanpur,
UP-247001.have changed my
name to Vandna. 0040540704-1

079-23250767, 23250766, 23257698

TENDER NOTICE: D-05/2020-2021

LOST & FOUND

Tenders are invited online from reputed Manufactures/formulators /direct importers for
purchase of Favipiravir tablets 200 mg on rate contract basis of specification, quantity is
available on https://gmscl.gujarat.gov.in and www.statetenders.com All tender documents
can be downloaded free on the website: https://gmscl.nprocure.com & Tender Notice.
Interested bidders are requested to submit the tender through e-tender process.

We, Sunil Kumar Jain, Anil
Kumar Jain and Sunita Jain are
R/o B-270, Saraswati Vihar,
Delhi-34 have lost our Original
“Conveyance Deed” No.F.12(B270)/75/GST/GS/DDA dated
31.10.2019 of the above said
property. Misuse of the said
document is illegal. Finders
may Contact:- 9716000593

Duration of Downloading of tender document (online) :- 30/06/2020 to 07/07/2020 up to
18.00 Hrs.
Last date for Submission (online): 07/07/2020 upto 18-00 HRS.
Last date for Submission of Physical document : 08/07/2020 upto 18-00 HRS
Opening of Technical Bid Date (online): 09/07/2020 At 15-00 HRS.
INF/355/2020/21

0040540642-1

Lost my original 10th-class
Marksheet Roll.No.5310592,
Year-2017,from CBSE.Finder pls
contact: Nazim Hussain S/oZakir Hussain, 84-B,Tikona
Park,Jamia Nagar,New Delhi110025.
0040540704-9

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN THAT MY CLIENT SMT.
MADHU ARORA W/O LT. SH. RAMAN
ARORA R/O B-59, G/F, DDA COLONY,
CHOUKHANDI, WEST DELHI-110018 HAVE
DISOWNED AND DEBARRED HER SON
NAMELY VIKAS ARORA AND HIS WIFE
AMRIT ARORA AND THEIR CHILDREN
LAIYSHA AND SAKHAK FROM ALL
MOVABLE AND IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
AND MY CLIENTS HAVE SEVERED ALL
HER RELATIONS WITH THEM DUE TO
THEIR DISOBEDIENT AND DISGRACEFUL
BEHAVIOUR. THEY WILL HAVE NO CLAIM
OR RIGHT OVER THE PROPERTIES,
MOVABLE AND IMMOVABLE OF MY
CLIENT. ANYBODY DEALING WITH THEM
WILL BE AT HIS/HER COST, RISK AND
CONSEQUENCES.
Sd/AJAY GAUTAM
Advocate
D-875/06
A-9/1, 2nd Floor, Phase-I,
Naraina Industrial Area
New Delhi-110028
Mob. 9717322555

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notified that my Clients Shri Surender Goyal
S/o Shri Jyoti Prsad Goyal and Smt. Kamlesh
Goyal W/o Shri Surender Goyal both R/O Y525, J.J. Colony, Camp No.1, Nangloi, Delhi
110041 do hereby, with the present notice,
disown thier son namely Sh. Ashish Goyal his
wife Smt. Bhawana Goyal D/o Sh. Shyam
Sunder Goyal and their children Namely
Anaisha (Daughter), all his/her/their movable
& immovable properties from the immediate
effect and further served all kind of
relationship with them. They are out of control
with my client.
Anybody dealing with the Ashish Goyal his
wife Smt. Bhawana Goyal D/o Sh. Shyam
Sunder Goyal and their children Namely
Anaisha (Daughter) with them in civil and
criminal matter, any business/dealing etc.
shall be doing at his/her/their own risk, cost,
consequences and responsibility.
Sd/DINESH SINGHAL
Advocate
M. No. D-479/03
Office.- # D-52 Ground Floor,
Phase-2, Nangloi, Delhi-110041
Mob. 9968 000 154
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PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Rameshwar Bhardwaj S/o
Sh. Hansraj Bhardwaj R/o H.No 80,
Sarai Kale Khan Hazrat Nizamuddin
New Delhi-110013 has disowned his
married daughter Smt. Divya from
his all moveable and immovable
property and severed all relation
with her due to her disobedience.
My client shall not be responsible for
her any criminal or civil liabilities.
Sd/Amit Basista (Advocate)
Office:Chamber No. 686,
Lawyers Chamber Saket Courts
Complex New Delhi - 110 017
Phone: 7011476678

I, Deepa W/o Bhagwat Prasad
R/o.Plot.No.56A, G/F, Rana Ji
Enclave, Najafgarh,Delhi110043.have changed my name
to Deepa Kumari.
0040540704-10
I, Deedar Singh s/o Nirmal Singh
R/o-X/277, Gali.No.1, Raghubar
Pura.No.1, Gandhi-Nagar,
Delhi-110031,have changed my
name to Didar Singh
permanently.
0040540697-4
I, Aleena Gandhi D/o Manpreet
Singh Gandhi R/o-A-7/50,
Krishna Nagar, Delhi-110051,
have changed my name to
Aleena Kaur Gandhi.
0040540704-11
I Ishika Saluja D/o Devinder
Singh Saluja R/o N-84, Sector-25,
Near Spice Cinema, Noida,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301 have changed
my name to Ishika Kaur Saluja
for all purposes. 0040540694-1

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Chief Executive Officer JaKLaRMA
(Financial Commissioner (Revenue) J&K)

J&K Rail Head Complex, Jammu, 180001 (Nov-April)/Amar Niwas, Tankipora, Srinagar, 190001 (May-Oct)
Phone No. (Srinagar) 0194-2459372, Fax: 0194-2473838, (Jammu) 0191-2470212, Fax: 0191-2471221

E-mail Address: jaklarma.rev@gmail.com

Subject: Request For Proposal [RFP] for “Modernization of Land Records”
in the Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir under DILRMP.

ABBREVIATED E-TENDER NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Jammu and Kashmir Land Record Management Agency [JaKLaRMA] a
Society of Revenue Department invites proposals from the IT and GIS solution
providers for “Modernization of Land Records” in the Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir. The tender notice alongwith complete tender documents outlining
the requirements can be downloaded from the Official website www.jkfcr.nic.in
and e-tendering portal www.jktenders.gov.in. The detailed schedule for the
‘Request For Proposal’ (RFP) is as under:

Notice is hereby given to public at large that my
client SHRI JAGDISH MITTAR S/O LATE
JASWANT LAL RESIDENT OF BC-30 SHALIMAR
BAGH (WEST), NEW DELHI had vide public
notices disowned and debarred his sons Vijay
Kumar Juneja, Shyam Sunder Juneja and Sanjeev
Juneja and their family members. that now the
aforesaid sons of my client and their family
members have mended their ways and due to their
changed behavior my client on his own free will
without any force coercion or fraud, hereby
revokes/withdraws the aforesaid public notices.
That my client has reunited all ties with his
aforesaid sons and their family members and they
shall now not be debarred from inheriting movable
and immovable properties of my client and they
shall have right to inherit the movable and
immovable properties of my client.
Sd/ANIL KUAMR PRUTHI
Advocate
Chamber No. 519, Rohini Court,
Rohini New Delhi-85
Mob.: 9891176191

Date of issue

27.06.2020

2

Last date for submission/receiving 02.07.2020 (02.00 P.M.) queries to be
online queries/Clarifications by
emailed at jaklarma.rev@gmail.com
intending bidders.

3.

Agency response to Queries

08.07.2020 (2.30 P.M.)

4.

Pre-Bid Conference

13.07.2020 (11.30 IST) in the Office of
CEO, JaKLaRMA, Rail Head Revenue
Complex, Jammu

Àff½fÊªfd³fIY Àfc¨f³ff

E°fQÐõ fSf Àf½fÊ Àff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff
W` dI ¸fZSm ¸fb½fd¢I »f ßfe d½fSmÔ QS Sf¹f ´fbÂf ßfe
»fÃ¸fe Sf¹f ´»ffgM Àfa£¹ff EZ-14, ·fc·ff¦f 125
½f¦fÊ ¦fªf, JÀfSf Àfa£¹ff 75/19, ¦fif¸f ªfûÔM e,
ª¹fûd°f Afa¢»fZ½f, dQ»»fe °f±ff ´fifg´fMeÊ ³f¸¶fS
52/37, ¦f»fe ³f¸¶fS 16, ³fBÊ ¶fÀ°fe, Af³faQ
´fS½f°f, dQ»»fe IZ AIZ »fZ I f³fc³fe °f±ff ½ffdWQ
¸ffd»fI AüS I fd¶fªf W`Ô Ü C´fSû¢°f ´fifg´fMeÊ IZ
Àf¸¶fa²f ¸fZÔ C³fI e ´f°³fe ßfe¸f°fe ÀfdS°ff ´fbÂfe ßfe
Qb»fe ¨faQ A±f½ff dI Àfe ·fe A³¹f ½¹fd¢°f I û
dI Àfe ·fe ´fiI fS I f I ûBÊ Ad²fI fS ³fWeÔ W` Ü
EZÀfZ dI Àfe ·fe ½¹fd¢°f ÀfZ C´fSû¢°f ´fifg´fMeÊ IZ
Àf¸¶fa²f ¸fZÔ dI Àfe ·fe ´fiI fS I f I ûBÊ »fZ³f QZ³f,
Ii ¹f, d½fIi ¹f B°¹ffdQ ßfe d½fSmÔ QS Sf¹f ´fS dI Àfe
·fe ø ´f ¸fZÔ ¶ff²¹f ³fWeÔ Wû¦ff °f±ff I f³fc³f³f
d³fS±fÊI ¸ff³ff ªffE¦ffÜ EZÀfZ dI Àfe ·fe IÈ °¹f I û
I S³fZ ½ff»ff À½f¹fa Àf·fe WªfÊ AüS J¨fÊ I f
dªf¸¸fZQfS Wû¦ffÜ
d³fd°f³f ³f¹¹fSX
Ad²f½f¢°ff
Àfe-585, E»fªfeRY
dOXRZY³Àf IYfg»fû³fe
³¹fc dQ»»fe

Sd/Chief Executive Officer,
JaKLaRMA/FCR, J&K, Jammu

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, TRANSMISSION LINE
MAINTENANCE DIVISION-VI, BEMINA, SRINAGAR-J&K.
TELE FAX: 0194-2492429
Email: tlcdistpdd@gmail.compsdfjkpddtlcd1@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

E-NIT No: TLMD-VI/07 of 2020-21

Dated: 24.06.2020

Superintending Engineer-O&M Circle-II (Transmission Kashmir) JKPTCL Bemina, Srinagar For and on
behalf of Lt. Governor of Jammu & Kashmir, invites online bids in two covers valid for 180 days from Registered
firms/Joint Ventures/ A class executers/including Companies, Government owned enterprises registered and
incorporated in India as per Company Act 1956/2013 (with amendments from time to time) barring
Government Departments as well as foreign bidders /MNCs not registered and incorporated in India fulfilling
the eligibility criteria as laid down in Standard Bidding Document for below mentioned work. The complete bidding process is online. However, the hard copies consisting of cost of Tender document in the shape of
Demand Draft and Bid security/Earnest Money Deposit (original instrument) in cover I and Techno commercial
bid (as per SBD) in cover II should reach the office of the Chief Engineer Transmission, JKPTCL,Bemina,
Srinagar J&K two days before date of opening of online bids but after closing of online bidding.

1.

This is to inform to the general public
that my clients Sh. Bharat Chabria
S/o Sh. Suresh Chabria R/o F10(G3), Rajouri Garden New Delhi is the
owner of the property bearing no.
Earlier known as G-2, out of Khasra
no. 64, in village Nangli Jalib,
Colony known as Old Mahavir
Nagar, Main Najafgarh Road, Delhi
now New No. S-4/60, Mahavir
Nagar, Main Najafgarh Road, Tilak
Nagar, New Delhi measuring 133 sq.
yards vide registered sale deed as
document no. 17853 in Add. Book-1,
Vol 18914 page no. 182-190 dt.
18.07.2011 with the office of SR-II,
Janakpuri Delhi for which an suit title
as Bharat Chabria V/s Joginder
Singh & ors is pending in the court of
Sh. Hasan Anzar ADJ west, Tis
Hazari Courts Delhi wherein the
Hon’ble Court has restrain the
defendants from creating any third
party interest in the suit property on
the statement of the said Joginder
Singh vide order dt. 07.01.2020. In
case anybody deals in the said
property with any other person
except my client on the basis of any
other documents shall be doing so at
his/her own risk, cost and
consequences and my client shall
not be responsible for the same.
Sd/(VIJAY K. SEHGAL)
ADVOCATE
D/910/1993
(DELHI HIGH COURT)
Chamber No. 558, Western Wing
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054
Mob. 9873403435

Date/Time/Venue

1.

No. FC/CEO/JaKLaRMA/110/595-600
Dated: 26.06.2020
DIPJ-1775

Sr.

PUBLIC NOTICE

S.No. Key Activities

PUBLIC NOTICE

known to all that my client Mrs. Kalpana
Srivastava W/o V.K Srivastava is the
bonaﬁde owner/purchaser of Flat No.C8/8270, Vasant kunj, New delhi-110070.
They have lost /misplaced the original title
documents i.e. Allocation letter, ﬁfth & ﬁnal
d e m a n d l e t t e r, p o s s e s s i o n l e t t e r,
possession slip, NOC for water and
electricity including original General Power
of Attorney etc. from the original allottee in
respect of DDA SFS CAT-II Flat No. 8270,
ﬁrst ﬂoor, Pkt-8, sec-c, Vasant kunj, New
Delhi, in respect of above said ﬂat if anybody
found these documents, kindly inform
aforesaid property address and on my
moblie No.9811214844.
If any other claimant has any rights, interest,
having any objection in the aforesaid
property he/she should ﬁle an FIR and give
intimation to Deputy Director LAB (H) SFS
DDA, Vikas Sadan INA, New Delhi writhin 15
days from the date of issue of this notice.
MUKESH KUMAR JHA (ADVOCATE)
ENT No.-D-2778/10
Ch.No-9,DDA,Vikas Sadan INA,
New Delhi-110023

0040540697-3

I, Geeta Devi W/o Bhupender
Kumar R/o.H-16/252, BapaNagar Arya Samaj-Road
KarolBagh,New Delhi-110005,
have changed my name to
Anjali
0040540697-8

MANAGING DIRECTOR

We would like to inform General
Public that I,Rajender Kumar
Sharma S/o-Dwarka Nath
Sharma had lost my
ALLOTMENT LETTER-No.Noida/DGM(H)/19992000(H)01/99/17,dated10.09.1999,POSSESSION LETTER
No.-NOIDA/PE-I/2217 Ref No.1056/Noida/DM(H)Possession/ DATED28.12.2001,Registration.No.392
7,against EWS Flat.No.C-12/1,
Sector-71,Noida.Rajender
Kumar Sharma,B-157,Sector71,Noida.
0040540717-1

I, Harjinder Kaur w/o Didar
Singh R/o-X/277, Gali.No.1,
Raghubar Pura.No.1, GandhiNagar, Delhi-110031,have
changed my name to Harjinder
Pinki Kaur,permanently.
I, Gurjas Singh Chadha S/o
Manmeet Singh R/o-J-10/49,
GF,Rajouri Garden,New Delhi,in
my Passport and 10th
Certificate name of my father
recorded as Manmeet Singh
and Manmeet Singh Chadha
respectfully.Whereas correct
name is Manmeet Singh
Chadha.That Manmeet Singh
and Manmeet Singh Chadha
both are the names of one and
same person.
0040540704-4
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Description of Works
Turnkey Contract including Supply, Transportation, Erection,
Testing and Commissioning of Electrical Equipment’s, Steel
structures, Earthing material,Civil works, dismantling and all
other allied worksetc complete in all respects as per attached
BOQ/SBD for Construction of 132kv & 33kv Transformer Bays
for Augmentation of Mattan Grid station from 50 to 100MVA.

Est.
Cost
385 Lacs

Earnest
Money
Deposit
7.70 Lacs

Cost of
tender
Document
Rs. 10,000/-

Position of Funds: Demanded
1.1.1 Bidders are advised to study the Tender Document carefully. Submission of e-Tender against this NIT
shall be deemed to have been done after careful study and examination of the procedures, terms and
conditions of this Standard Tender Document with full understanding of its implications.
1.1.2 The Tender document is available at website https://jktenders.gov.in. Interested Bidders may view,
download the Tender Document, seek clarification and submit their e-Tender online up to the date and
time mentioned in the table below:
A

Venue Date & Time of downloading of Standard Tender The Standard Tender Document can be
Document
downloaded from https://jktenders.gov.in
B Sale of Tender Document (Start)(online)
26.06.2020 (2.00 P.M.)
C Sale of Tender Document (End)(online)
25.07.2020 (4.00 P.M.)
D Start date for receipt of clarifications through mail
27.06.2020 (2.00 P.M.)
E Last date for receipt of clarifications through mail
05.07.2020 (4.00 P.M.)
F Replies to Clarifications through mail-end
10.07.2020 (4.00 P.M.)
G Pre-Bid conference meeting (at Srinagar)
To be decided Mutually with prospective
bidders. online or physically
H e-Tender submission (start) date & time (Submission of e-ten- 26.06.2020 (3.00 P.M.)
der fee, EMD and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS
format) (online)
I e-Tender submission (end) date & time (Submission of e-ten- 25.07.2020 (6.00 P.M.)
der fee, EMD and other supporting documents in PDF/XLS
format) (online)
J Deadline for Submission of Hard Copies
Hard copies will be received only after
end of online bidding process.
K Online Commercial and Technical e-Tender opening date & Time 30.07.2020 (2.00 P.M.)
L Online financial e-Tender opening date & time (Only of the Will be communicated to Technically
Technically qualified Bidders)
Qualified Bidders separately
M Venue of Pre-Bid Conference and opening of Techno-com- Office of Superintending Engineer, O&M
mercial e-Tenders
Circle-IInd, (Transmission Kashmir)
JKPTCL- Bemina Srinagar
N Cost of Tender document (Non-refundable)
Rs. 10,000/O Amount of Earnest Money Deposit
Rs.7.70 Lacs
P Time of Completion
Eight (8 Months) from award of Contract
1.1.5

The date and time of opening of Financial e-Tenders shall be notified on Website:
https://jktenders.gov.in. This is conveyed to the qualified Bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address.
No:
TLMD-VI/307-11
Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Dated: 24.06.2020
TLMD-VI, JKPTCL Bemina Sgr.
DIPK-NB-1049

Odisha Tourism
R-03

Paryatan Bhawan, Lewis Road
Bhubaneswar-751014
Fax No.- +91 674 2430887
E-mail: info@odishatourism.gov.in
Government of Odisha
Tourism Department

No. 5127/ TSM, Bhubaneswar,
TCT-COOD-MISC-0008-2020

Dated 29.06,2020

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR SELECTION OF AN
OPERATOR FOR UPGRADATION / REFURBISHMENT /
RENOVATION, OPERATION AND MANAGEMENT OF BN
PALACE AT PARALAKHEMUNDI, GAJAPATI
DISTRICT ODISHA

Department of Tourism (DoT) invites proposals from
prospective applicant(s) for upgradation / refurbishment /
renovation, operation and management of BN palace at
Paralakhemundi, Gajapati District, Odisha in accordance with
the conditions and manner prescribed in the Request for
Proposal (RFP) document.
The Proposals should be submitted by interested parties to the
Director Tourism, Paryatan Bhawan Lewis Road,
Bhubaneswar-751014 on or before 12.08.2020 up to 12:00
Noon. The detail terms of RFP may be downloaded from our
website: https://dot.odishatourism.gov.in/?q=tender.
Director & Addl/- Secretary to Govt.
OIPR-37001/11/0003/2021

New Delhi
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GOLD

RUPEE

`49,245

`75.58

OIL

SILVER

$41.76

`49,461

Note: Gold, silver rates at spot market in Delhi; gold per 10g, silver per 1 kg; Brent crude as of 2230 IST

SENSEX: 34,961.52 ▼ 209.75 NIFTY: 10,312.40 ▼ 70.60 NIKKEI: 21,995.04 ▼ 517.04 HANG SENG: 24,301.28 ▼ 248.71 FTSE: 6,206.83 ▲ 47.53 DAX: 12,186.07 ▲ 96.68
International market data till 1900 IST

COVID IMPACT
THE FISC

How expenditure
rationalisation is going
to help govt dovetail
stimulus package
AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

THE GOVERNMENT has extended its expenditure rationalisation for the second
quarter of this fiscal, giving
rise to concerns that it may
end up spending lower than
thebudgetedlevels,resulting
inalong-drawneconomicrecovery.
Lower revenue stream
and the rising debt levels of
the central and state governments on account of enhanced borrowing to deal
with the COVID-19 pandemic-related expenditure
have led to concerns of the
debt-GDPratiobreachingthe
notionalredlineof80percent
from the levels of 70 per cent
of GDP seen last
fiscal. The concerns are, however,beingquestioned by some
economists who
emphasise on
the need to concentrate on economic revival and growth
rather than being solely focussed on the debt numbers,
with the economic costs of
reining in debt being seen
high in terms of unemployment and loss of lives and
livelihood.
Why this expenditure
rationalisation?
The Finance Ministry last
week released guidelines for
expenditure control in the
July-September quarter, extendinganearlierorderdated
April 8 for cash management
system. The April order had
categorised government departmentsandministriesinto
three categories, outlining
their spending quota for the
April-Junequarter.CategoryA
has ministries and departmentssuchasDepartmentof
Agriculture, Cooperation and
Farmers’ Welfare, Ministry of
Civil Aviation, Department of
Health and Family Welfare,
Department
of
Rural
Development and Supreme
Courtof Indiawithnorestrictions. Ministries and departments in Category B such as
those related to fertilizers,
taxes, home affairs, election
commission and road transport and highways are requiredtorestrictexpenditure
within 20 per cent of the
Budget estimate of 2020-21,

BRIEFLY

Another
‘operationtwist’
Mumbai:TheRBIannounced
another 'operation twist',
also known as open market
operations, under which it
conducts simultaneous sale
andpurchaseof bonds.

HDFCBank
plansfundraise
Mumbai: HDFC Bank said it
planstoraiseuptoRs50,000
crore by issuance of unsecuredperpetualdebtinstruments, Tier II capital bonds
and long term bonds in the
domestic market. ENS

`3.4Kcrfor14
projects:CIL
New Delhi: Coal India (CIL)
said it has identified 14 additional projects with capital expenditure of over Rs
3,400 crore under the ‘first
mileconnectivity’initiative.

‘59tradecurbs
in7months’
New Delhi: G20 countries
imposed59trade-restrictive
measuresduringmid-October 2019 and mid-May
2020, WTO said. PTI

while those in Category C
such as petrochemicals, coal,
commerce, telecommunications,culture,housingandurban affairs can spend only 15
per cent of the Budget estimate.
Theexpenditurerationalisationisbeingdonepresumably to allow enough headroomtodovetailthestimulus
package announced last
month,especiallyasrevenues
are expected to be sharply
lowerthanestimatesthisyear.
What are the problems
with limiting cash outgo?
The government’s fiscal
stimulus in the wake of the
pandemichasbeenrestrained
with limited cash outgo.
Schemesthatwerepartofthe
stimulus package such as the
distribution of
funds to MSMEs
under the 100 per
cent Emergency
Credit
Line
Guarantee
Schemearestruggling to take off,
with banks managingtodisbursealittleover7
per cent of the amount earmarked under this head over
the last one month.
Several rating agencies
and economists have projectedthedebt-GDPratiorising to 84-85 per cent of GDP.
Even as debt sustainability
andfiscalconsolidationarealways a matter of concern,
someeconomistssayholding
down debt levels should not
compromise on GDP growth,
forwhichgovernmentexpenditure is essential.

What are rating agencies
likely to look out for?
The tight control over fiscalpolicyisbeingseendriven
by the concerns of the debt
levels,possibilityofexceeding
fiscal deficit target by a huge
margin and consequent actionsbyratingagencies.More
than the deficit, though, ratingagenciesarewatchingthe
deterioration of India’s fiscal
metrics in ‘the context of a
prolongedordeepslowdown
in growth’, which “would invite a ratings downgrade”, as
Moody’s warned in a note on
May 8. The effort to revive
growth, thereby, is a more
crucial metric, given all nations are bracing for a worseningoftheirdeficitpositions.
Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

GOVTDEPARTMENTSHAVESTARTEDCLEARINGUPPENDINGPAYMENTS AMID COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Over`3Lcrdues,IBCchanges
addtoMSMEs’liquiditywoes

Govt to collect data
online via mobiles,
telephone interviews

SUNNYVERMA

NEWDELHI,JUNE29

NEWDELHI,JUNE29
RECENT CHANGES in the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC), raising the threshold for invoking insolvency to Rs 1 crore
fromRs1lakh,areamongthereasonsMSMEsarefindingitdifficult
to recover their dues from large
corporates. Even as government
departmentshavestartedclearing
up dues of MSMEs with the
Finance Ministry stressing timely
clearance of funds, many micro
and small firms are stuck with
pending payments of more than
Rs 3 lakh crore with large firms
withnoeasylegalrecourse.
Industry sources said the IBC
hadempoweredmanysmallcompanies with dues of — say Rs 4050lakh—togettheirduescleared
bythreateningtotakebiggercompanies to NCLT for non-payment.
Thisgavethemanegotiatinglever
inearlyclearanceoftheirdues,becauseacompanybeingdraggedto
National Company Law Tribunal
canhaveadverseramifications.On
March 24, the government decidedtoraise“thethresholdofdefault under Section 4 of the IBC
2016 to Rs 1 crore” due to emerg-

LARGECORPORATES
AREBETTERPREPARED

■ The pandemic has
led to large corporates
being on a much
stronger footing
financially compared
to smaller firms who
have lost bargaining
power to claim dues,
especially since April.
ingfinancialdistressformostcompanies.Whiletheintentionwasto
provide some breathing space to
companies facing distress due to
pandemic, it had an unintended
effectof slowingdownpayments
bybigcorporatestosmallerfirms.
“Even a small company doing
amonthlybillingofRs1croreusually has pending payments of Rs
30-40 lakh. Now they are stuck.
They can request for clearance of
dues,stoppartialsuppliesbutcannotusetheIBC,”saidKERaghunathan,conveneroftheConsortium
ofMSMEassociations.Thethreshold for invoking insolvency could
havebeenraised10timestoRs10
lakh instead of it being raised 100
times to Rs 1 crore, as that would

CMIE: Jobless rate at 8.59%
in week ended June 28, urban
unemployment rate at 10.69%
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JUNE29

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE in the
countryinchedmarginallyhigher
to8.59percentintheweekended
June28,from8.48percentaweek
ago, though it remained close to
pre-COVID levels. Urban unemployment rate continued to remainindouble-digitsat10.69per
centandruralunemploymentrate
wasrecordedat7.62percent,data
from the Centre for Monitoring
IndianEconomy(CMIE)showed.
While rural unemployment
rateinthelastweekofJuneinched
upfrom7.26percentintheprevious week, urban unemployment
rate eased from 11.19 per cent. To
putitinperspective,thefirstweek
of June had seen the unemployment rate at 17.51 per cent for the
country, with rural unemploymentrateat17.71percentandurbanrateat17.08percent.
ExpertssaidKharifsowingand
higher MGNREGA activities are
helpingkeeptheruralunemploymentratelower,buttheurbanunemployment rate is expected to
stay high due to supply chain disruptionsamidpartialresumption
ofeconomicactivitiesintheurban

SITUATION EARLIER

17.51%

■Thefirstweekof Junehad
seentheunemploymentrateat
17.51percentforthecountry,
withruralunemploymentrate
at17.71percentandurban
unemploymentrateat17.08
percent.
areas.Also,reissuanceoflockdown
guidelines in some states are expectedtoaddtotheurbanunemploymentrate,theysaid.
“Unemploymentinruralareas
has cooled down mainly because
ofthekharifsowingandtheMGNREGAschemeisbeingaggressively
pursuedalongwithworkoninfrastructureprojects.Also,temporary
jobs provision schemes have
pickedup...urbanunemployment
is likely to hover between 10-15
per cent as there is reissuance of
lockdown in many areas along
with partial resumption of productive activities,”saidKR Shyam
Sundar,laboureconomistandprofessor of Human Resources
ManagementatXLRI.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU

prevent most frivolous cases being filed under the law, he said.
MSMEs used this legal provision
as a bargaining tool to get their
dues on time and it worked in
manycases.
As per a recent Brickwork
Ratingsstudy,MSMEshavenearly
Rs 3.3 lakh crore of their funds
stuckwithstronglargecorporates
informofreceivables.“Theliquidity crunch being faced by MSMEs
isonaccountoftwokeyissues,including the lack of a funding line
from the banking system and
stretchedworkingcapitalbecause
of low bargaining power with
largecorporatestohavepayments
released,”itsaid.
The pandemic has led to large
corporates being on a much
stronger footing financially compared to smaller firms who have
lost bargaining power to claim
dues, especially since April.
Reduction in days for which dues
are pending would substantially
improve liquidity conditions for
MSMEs.Whilebankshavestarted
disbursingfundstoMSMEsunder
the100percentEmergencyCredit
Line Guarantee Scheme announced by the government last
month,creditavailabilityremains
achallengeforstressedfirms.

TillMarch2020,157corporate
insolvency resolution plans were
withdrawn under Section 12A of
theIBC,ofwhich64casesinvolved
amountslessthanRs1crore,asper
data from the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India. The
reasons for early withdrawal of
caseswerefullsettlementwiththe
applicant and other settlement
withcreditors.
“TheIBClawisworkingasadeterrentasmanytimesdebtorssettle the case on receipt of a notice
for repayment.In many cases, we
haveobservedthatduesarerecoveredafteranapplicationisfiledbut
before it’s admitted by the NCLT
bench.Settlementpriortoadmissionofthecaseiscosteffectivefor
both parties and it works well for
smaller companies,” said a Delhibased lawyer. Even for banks and
financial institutions, IBC has resulted in higher recoveries comparedtootherplatforms.
As a percentage of claims,
banks recovered on an average
42.5 per cent of the amount filed
through the IBC in 2018-19,
against 14.5 per cent through the
SARFAESI,5.3percentthroughLok
Adalats and 3.5 per cent through
Debt Recovery Tribunals, as per
latestavailableRBIdata.

COVID-19 effect:
‘States’ GDP to
shrink up to
14.3% in FY21’

Bharat Biotech’s COVID
vaccine 1st in India to get
approval for human trials

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, JUNE 29

ENSECONOMICBUREAU

GROSSSTATEdomesticproducts
(GSDP) of all states are expected
tocontract1.4-14.3percentinthe
current financial year 2020-21,
with Goa, Gujarat, Sikkim and
Assam expected to record a double-digitcontractioninGSDPrate,
India Ratings and Research said.
In percentage terms, Goa is
expected to record the highest
GSDPratecontractionof 14.3per
cent, followed by Gujarat with
12.4 per cent, Sikkim with 10.9
percentandAssamwith10.7per
cent.
Stateshavingahighershareof
agriculture are expected to have
suffered less compared with the
ones which have a lower share,
the Fitch-group company said in
its report. Some sub-sectors, especiallyinservices,suchasbanking and financial services, IT and
ITenabledservices,werelessimpactedbecausetheywereableto
readjust their operations owing
to the high penetration of digital
platformintheirbusinessoperations,thus,havinglessimpacton
the states where the share of
these services is high, it said.

THE COUNTRY’S top drug regulator,CentralDrugsStandardControl
Organisation,hasgrantedapproval
toBharatBiotechIndiatoconduct
human clinical trials for ‘Covaxin’,
making it the first indigenous
COVID-19vaccinecandidatetoreceive this approval, the firm said
Monday.Thesetrialsarescheduled
tostartacrossIndiainJuly.
Drug Controller General of
India Dr V G Somani approved
Bharat Biotech’s application to
conductphaseIandIIclinicaltrials
forCovaxin,itstatedinarelease.
The permission was granted
after the company submitted results from pre-clinical studies of
thevaccinethatdemonstratedits
safetyandimmuneresponse,said
Bharat Biotech in its release. The
vaccine was developed in collaboration with Indian Council of
Medical Research’s National
Instituteof Virology.
“The collaboration with ICMR
and NIV was instrumental in the
development of this vaccine. The
proactive support and guidance
from CDSCO have enabled ap-

NEWDELHI,JUNE29

WITHDATAcollectionfacingchallenges during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Ministry of Statistics
andProgrammeImplementation
isdevelopinganonlinesurveysolution for capturing data via mobiles, web-based interface along
withtelephonicinterviewsasthe
newnormalforthecountry’sstatistical system, MoSPI Secretary
and Chief Statistician of India
PravinSrivastavasaidMonday.
The Ministry has also formalised a loan from the World
Bankforimprovingthedataquality at state and national levels, he
said, adding that a national integrated portal for all Indian official
statisticswillbelaunchedsoon.
“We have revamped and revisedourdatacollectionprocesses,
weareeducatingourenumerators
onhowtomaintainsocialdistance
andstillbeabletocollectdata.We
are also developing a generalised
survey solution, it’s going to be
branded by the name of E-Sigma,
andthiswillpavethewayformore
intelligent, more easy data to be
captured using mobile devices ...
this revolution in data capturing
will be supplemented and aug-

Permissionwasgranted
afterthefirmsubmitted
resultsfrompre-clinical
studiesofthevaccinethat
demonstrateditssafety
andimmuneresponse,
saidBharatBiotech
provals to this project,” stated
Bharat Biotech chairman and
managingdirectorDrKrishnaElla.
OtherIndianfirmsengagedin
thedevelopmentofCOVID-19vaccinesincludeZydusCadila,Serum
InstituteofIndiaand,sincethebeginning of this month, Panacea
Biotec. WhilePanaceaisstillinthe
pre-clinical stage, it is not clear
whether Zydus and Serum have
completed their preclinical studies and have also applied to the
Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation for approval to conducthumantrialsyet.Queriessent
on Monday night to Zydus and
Serum about the status of their
vaccine candidates remained
unansweredbypresstime.
Calls to DCGI Somani remainedunansweredaswell.

Ban on PPE export lifted, ‘5G equipment comes from just a few
limit set at 5 mn a month suppliers ... this has raised concerns’
PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI,JUNE29

THE CENTRE Monday partially
lifteditsbanonexportsofpersonal
protective equipment (PPEs), allowing medical textile manufacturers here to ship up to five million units of such equipment to
other nations seeking global suppliersamidtheongoingpandemic.
“BoostingMakeinIndiaexports,PersonalProtectionEquipment
(PPE)medicalcoverallsforCOVID19 have been allowed with a

monthly export quota of 50 lakh
(five million),” said Minister of
Commerce and Industry Piyush
Goyal in a tweet. The Directorate
General of Foreign Trade (DGFT)
had first banned exports of PPEs
towardstheendof January.
DespiteasurgeinCOVIDcases
here, textile firms have not only
managedtofulfilltheCentre’sdemand for over 2.2 crore PPEs, but
have excess capacity even after
catering to additional demand,
saidaseniorgovernmentofficial.
Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

AASHISHARYAN

NEWDELHI,JUNE29
FOUR DAYS after US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo praised telecom companies like Reliance Jio
Infocomm(RJio)forturningaway
Chinese 5G vendors, the Chairman of US Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Ajit
Pai and RJio president Mathew
OommenonMondaysaidthatas
companies moved towards deployment of 5G technologies in
their respective countries, they

USFCCchief AjitPaiand
RJiopresidentMathew
Oommenwerespeaking
ataUSIBCwebinar
must be wary of vendors which
can bring a “digital pandemic”.
“Equipmentatheartof5Gnetworks currently comes from just
a few global suppliers, and the
largest of course right now is the
Chinese company Huawei. This
has raised concerns given that

Hospitality sector gears up for a new post-lockdown normal
DIVYAA

NEWDELHI,JUNE29
ASHOTELSandresortsgearupto
welcomevisitorsonceagainafter
three months of lockdown, staycation, workcation and quarantine tourism have become the
new buzzwords.
FromhotelchainslikeTrident
and Hyatt, to luxury cottages and
hillsideresorts,everyoneisrolling
outaslewofconfidence-building
measuresforvisitors—including
discountsandspecialpackagesfor
longstays,hygienemanagers,and
tying up with healthcare professionals in case of any eventuality.
“Each of our hotels has a dedicated hygiene and safety man-

Hotels, cottages and
resorts are rolling out a
slew of measures —
including discounts,
hygiene managers and
special packages for
long stays
ager...Noneofourteammembers
hastestedpositiveforCOVID-19”,
commitsTridentAgraonitswebsite, along with offering up to 60
per cent discount on staycations,
since moving around in the city
and visiting public places/tourist
sites is still a big no-no.
Travellingbyroad—byfar,the

only practical option — comes
withitsownsetofifsandbuts.For
instance, the booking team at
Tridentsaythatifoneistravelling
fromoutsideUttarPradesh,“visitors should preferably be armed
with an e-pass and corona negative certificate, so that they don’t
suffer inconvenience at the border, even as “the hotel only mandates a ‘safe’ status on Aarogya
Setu app before check-in”.
TheHyattgroup,whichhas32
hotels in India of which 13 have
reopened, is collaborating with
medical experts from US-based
ClevelandClinictofine-tuneitsreopening and operating procedures for guests. Besides offering
staycation packages to win back
consumers, “the hotels are

reimagining places and spaces to
make social distancing not feel
that way,” says a statement from
the group.
PlaceslikeJaipurandUdaipur
inRajasthan,whichcloseditsborders to outsiders last week, are
registeringakeeninterestamong
localsforstaycations.AkhilAnand,
director of Tree of Life Resorts,
which has properties in both
places, says, “Our Jaipur site — located in a village 30 km from the
city—registereda65percentoccupancy last week, with many
from Jaipur planning their first
getawaypostlockdown.”Eventhe
Udaipur resort is witnessing a
footfall of local tourists.
Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Chinese law requires all companies subject to its jurisdiction to
comply with request from the
country’s intelligence services,”
Paisaidinawebinarorganisedby
USIndiaBusinessCouncil(USIBC).
Oommen said there was a
need for secure digital transformationto5Gnetworks,whileasking“Howdoweensurewedonot
contaminatedigitalinfrastructure,
and make sure that digital pandemic cannot infect digital infrastructureandfabricofanynation.”
Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

‘Once crude price
stabilises ... it will
bring stability to
domestic market’
New Delhi: Union Petroleum
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
MondaysaidtheCentreexpected
domestic fuel prices to stabilise
once the global crude price stabilises. Petrol price was hiked by
5 paise per litre to Rs 80.43 a litre,
while that of diesel was raised by
13 paise to hit a record high of Rs
80.53 in Delhi on Monday.
“Weexpectthatoncetheprice
of crude oil in international marketstabiliseswhichistodaymoving between $40-$43 per barrel
…itwillbringstabilitytodomestic market,” said Pradhan. ENS

New Delhi

mented by telephonic interviews
aswellasbyweb-basedinterfaces
...alltheseinterventionswillbethe
new normal for the Ministry and
theentirestatisticalsystemwhere
traditionaldatacapturingsystems
willbefacingalotofchallengesin
adaptingitselftotherequirements
of the country,” Srivastava said
while addressing a webinar on
NationalStatisticsDay.
The government has not releasedtheretailinflationnumbers
for April and May citing data collectionissuesduetothelockdown.
Speaking at the same event,
Bibek Debroy, Chairman, EconomicAdvisoryCounciltothePrime
Minister(EAC-PM),saidhealthexpenditure needs to be prioritised.
“Given the paucity of resources,
therehastobeaswitchingofpublic expenditure, a reprioritisation
of public expenditure.” Former
EAC-PM Chairman C Rangarajan,
who was given the lifetime
achievement award for statistics,
flaggedtheimportanceofcredible
data. “National Statistical
Commissionwassetuptomonitor
thestatisticalsystemforthecountry,thestatutoryrecognitionmust
cometoitasearlyaspossible.Ialso
hope that there is a satisfactory
endtothecontroversiesthathave
recentlyarisenondata,”hesaid.

‘Card transactions
decline 67%
post-lockdown’
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,JUNE29

CONSUMER LEVERAGE has declinedsignificantlyduringthefirst
month of lockdown with card
spending declining significantly
after lockdown was imposed in
the last week of March to tackle
the COVID-19 pandemic. The total value of credit and debit card
transactionshasdeceleratedfrom
Rs1.51lakhcroreinJanuary2020
tomerelyaroundRs50,000crore
inApril,accordingtoanSBIreport.
Percardtransactionhasfallen
from as high as Rs 12,000 to Rs
3,600 in case of credit cards and
fromRs1,000toRs350inthecase
of debit cards. “It could be also
possiblethatconsumerspending
hasshiftedfromluxurypurchases
to purchases of daily essentials
and groceries,” SBI’s Ecowrap report said.
“Interestingly, even as credit
card spending has significantly
declined during April, our estimates of the short-term consumerleverage(presentedassum
of credit card, personal loans, advances against FD, shares, bonds
outstanding etc) which had
reached a peak in FY18 at Rs 1.56
lakh crore declined significantly
to Rs 1.29 lakh crore,” it said.
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I think the thing to remember is that six months ago noone even knew what this (coronavirus) was, hadn't heard
of it. I've actually had it. I had it at the end of December,
beginning of January, and I thought I had a bad case of
flu. It's amazing how long it has been around.”
IAN BOTHAM

Need a law against fixing: ACU chief

BCCI’s anti-corruption unit head Ajit Singh says they do not have power to question alleged fixers like Dandiwal
NIHAL KOSHIE

NEW DELHI, JUNE 29
AN INDIAN man has been identified by the
Victoria police in Australia as the central figure and kingpin in a global tennis match-fixing and betting scam. Board of Control for
Cricket in India's anti-corruption unit (ACU)
head Ajit Singh said on Sunday that the person identified in a Sydney Morning Herald report as Ravinder Dandiwal was a 'person of
interest'. Singh tells The Indian Express how
an (ACU) identifies corruptors but why his
hands are tied in the absence of a law which
criminalises match-fixing. Excerpts:
How do you identify a person of interest?
The basic idea is to keep your eyes and
ears open. There are a lot of people who indulge in betting whenever a match is going
on. There are people who bet online and
there are people who bet at the ground.
There are other sources which give you certain information. You have your entire team
of participants;theplayers,thesupportstaff,
the management, the ground staff. These
people are regularly given education in anticorruptionmattersandeducatedinwhatthe
anti-corruption code is and what their responsibilities are. And if they feel there is
somethingsuspicious,theyreporttous.Then
we are in constant touch with anti-corruption agencies of other cricket boards and the
International Cricket Council. If something
comes to their notice, they pass it onto us.
There is an exchange of information.
A lot of things come out in the open. Like
somebody is starting a private tournament
of their own. So, you go into the background
of thetournament.Isitaviabletournament?
If it is not a viable tournament, why is he organising it? Is it for the love of sports or is
there some other reason? And why is a tournament of no consequence being televised?
Like there was this Rajputana League in
Jaipur.Thisleague(Rajputana)wasbeingtelevisedbecausetheypaidthetelevisionchannel a hefty amount. Once it is televised, your
scope for betting goes up manifold.
Wearealsointouchwithcertainsportsintegrityagencieswhichmonitorvarioustrends,
pluswealsodosomesocialmediamonitoring.

Sreesanth was accused of spot-fixing in
the Indian Premier League.
So, there are many ways in which you get informationandyoufocusoncertainpeopleand
realisethatthesearethepeopleinvolvedinit.
So Ravinder Dandiwal (central figure in
tennis fixing scam, according to Victoria
Police) was a person of interest even
before the news was reported in the
Australian media?
Yes, we had gone into his background. He
wanted to run a league in Mohali which we
scuttled. This was about two to three years
back.Oneoftheways(toscuttle)isthatifthere
isasuspectleague,weinformtheplayersthat
this is a suspect league so they are not supposedtoparticipateinit.SooncetheBCCIplayersareout,itismoreorlessgonefortheleague.
When Dandiwal planned to organise the
league in Mohali, was it the first time he
came on the radar?
No, he was already a suspect and that is
why there were more reasons to look into
why he was organising the league. He was
supposedtohaveorganisedaleagueinNepal
which was under a cloud. By then, one knew
he was a corruptor and this information had
come to us. And we passed on the information to the relevant quarters.
Haveyoubeenabletocrackdownonthese
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In Sreesanth’s
case, he was
discharged
because the
court said that
whatever
action could
have been taken against him under
the existing rules and regulations,
the BCCI is taking. Unfortunately,
there is no criminal law under
which his act can be defined as an
offence. ‘I have no option but to
discharge him’... this is what the
judge said.”
AJIT SINGH

BCCI ANTI-CORRUPTION UNIT CHIEF
T20leaguesthatgetmatchestelecastfor
thepurposeof corruptactivities?
By and large, we have managed to scuttle
them.To run a league,you havetobuild publicity to attract players and you announce
prizes. That is when one checks the antecedents of these people.
Dandiwal seems to have moved into
tennis, going by what we know so far.
He is a smart operator, in the sense that
by and large he is trying to get his operations
doneoutsideIndia.Hisideaistomakemoney
through fixing. Now whether money comes
throughcricketortennisorfootballorwherever he can manage to make someone, who
is a participant, compromise, he will do it.
Currently, how many such persons of
interest are on the radar of the BCCI’s
anti-corruption unit?
Anybody who has come to adverse notice any time is in our database. It is a substantial number. Now the gravity of the person’s threat could be different. Somebody
who has been into betting could be a part of
itorhemaynothavegraduatedtohigherlevels. He may have tried once or twice to get
close to a player. And somebody else would
have risen in the ranks. We, as an agency,
havenothingtodowithbetting,whatweare

concerned about is match-fixing. If betting
leads to match-fixing, that is what we (anticorruption bureau) need to curb. (Tackling)
bettingis the job of the police.We are in constant interaction with the participants, we
hold education classes, we brief them, we
also tell them what is the modus operandi of
these people. We also show them photographs that these are the guys and ‘just in
case you spot them, be careful’. We also have
our anti-corruption network, our integrity
officers etc. And they also keep an eye.
Recently,SteveRichardson(coordinatorof
investigations,ICCanti-corruptionunit)
saidthatmakingmatch-fixingacriminal
offencewouldbeagame-changerfor
India?Whatareyourthoughts?
Iwasalsopartof thepanelforthesymposium (online) and so was Richardson. We
need a law against fixing. See in Sreesanth’s
case, he was discharged because the court
said that whatever action could have been
taken against him under the existing rules
and regulations, the BCCI is taking.
Unfortunately, there is no criminal law under which his act can be defined as an offence. ‘I have no option but to discharge
him’... this is what the judge said.
We are a non-enforcement agency, in
comparison to say a DRI (Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence) which draws its powers through a legal statute. We do not have
powers to summon people who are not participants or obtain records or for search and
seizure.Thesepowersarewiththepoliceand
other enforcement agencies. Once they have
a law under which they can act, then control
over them (bookies/fixers)would be very effective. Right now, we can’t do anything to
Dandiwalevenif wehavesomeinformation.
If youhaveinformationaboutsomeone
likeaDandiwal,doestheanti-corruption
unithavepowerstoquestionhimatleast?
No.Wedon’thavethepowerstoquestion
a person. We can request him (to come for
questioning). If he comes, fine, but if he does
not, there is little we can do. Also (without a
law), police will be able to only question him
if he has committed a crime. That is why we
say we need a match-fixing law. If the law
comes through, it will be of great benefit.

Dobal, popular member of
Delhi cricket fraternity,
falls prey to pandemic
VISHAL MENON

NEW DELHI, JUNE 29
SANJAY DOBAL, a popular club cricketer
known for his affable nature and infectious
smile,andwhowaspart
of the support staff of
the Delhi U-16 team
that became national
champion in 2012,
passed away at the
Capital’s Venkateshwar
Hospital on Monday
morning due to Covid19-related complications. Dobal, 53, is survived by his wife and
two sons – Siddanth, who plays first-class
cricket for Rajasthan,and Ekansh, who made
his debut for Delhi’s U-23 team last year.
Dobal, an Air India employee and coach of
theircricketteam,wasondutyattheTerminal
3 of the Indira Gandhi International Airport
when he developed fever and fatigue on June
12. The family admitted him to Jeevanjyoti
Nursing Home in Bahadurgarh, Haryana,
where he also began complaining of breathing problems.
“As his conditionbegan to deteriorate, the
nursinghomeaskedustoshifthimtoabigger
hospital in Delhi with better facilities. So, we
admitted him to the Venkateshwar Hospital
on June 16. Upon arrival, he was tested for
Covid-19, but the results were negative. So he
was transferred to the ICU and treated for
pneumoniaandparainfluenza,”Siddanthtold
The Indian Express.
The following week, the hospital conductedanotherCovid-19testonDobal,which
alsoreturnednegative.“However,whenthey
conducted a third test on June 25, he was declaredCovidpositiveandimmediatelyshifted
to the Covid ICU ward,” Siddanth said.
When contacted, Dr Raman Sharma,
Senior Consultant (internal medicine), the
chief medical officer who was treating
Dobal, said: “Sanjay Dobal succumbed due
to Covid-19-related complications. When
he was tested positive three days ago, we
began administering him with the US FDAapproved drug Remdesivir and plasma

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

Dobal, an Air India employee
and coach of their cricket team,
was on duty at the Terminal 3 of
the Indira Gandhi International
Airport when he developed
fever and fatigue on June 12.
therapy. We were hopeful of a recovery, because he was a sportsman. But since there
isn’t a proper response protocol for Covid19 in place, this is the best that we could
have done. On Monday morning, when he
failed to respond to our treatment, he died
of a cardiac arrest.”

Pall of gloom

An immensely popular figure at the
Ferozshah Kotla, Dobal’s death brought a
pall of gloom in Delhi’s cricketing fraternity.
Two days ago, former India cricketers
Virender Sehwag and Gautam Gambhir took
to Twitter, appealing for plasma donors for
Dobal. Delhi cricketers remember him as a
gentle and affable soul, who was also an ardent Shirdi Sai Baba devotee. By Monday afternoon, as news of Dobal’s death trickled
in, current and former cricketers offered
their condolences.
“Shocked and saddened. Lost an important member of our cricket fraternity today.
Sanjay Dobhal bhai (53) is no more. There isn’t a cricketer in this country who he didn’t
help...and did it with a smile. Always. Went
away too soon...may your soul R.I.P.
#Covid_19,” tweeted former India opener
Aakash Chopra.
Delhi opener Hiten Dalal remembered
Dobal’s positivity and eagerness to help
young and upcoming cricketers. “Sanjay sir
was always positive. He emphasised the
need to have a steady job even while playing
competitive cricket. Sanjay sir would always
tell me, ‘Air India mein vacancy nikalta hain
to batata hoon, job ke liye apply karna’,” Dalal
recalled. “I’m devastated by sir’s demise.
More thananything,Iwillmiss hissmile,” he
concluded.

DAY TODAY
ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Yesterday’s lunar
alignments have left
you feeling
emotionally
winded. However, as luck
would have it, this year’s
version of celestial events
offers you all the opportunity
you need to get back in the
driving seat and, by tomorrow,
come out on top.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
There is no reason
why everything
should be black and
white, and you must
expect another day when all is
not quite clear. The most
ideal way to get the very
best out of your planetary
aspects is to enjoy your
dreams and follow your
instincts. Wear your sense of
humour on your sleeve.

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

ACROSS
1 Mother serves cream in a
decorative form (7)
5 Bill’s getting a new car; that’s
capital (5)
8 To get on a bus is enough to
change lodgings
(8,5)
9 I have knowledge about
something currently seen in
France (5)
10 Politician for whom no tears
are shed (7)
11 Sign of a pressing need?
(6)
12 Released and spread around
(6)
15 They may have a case for
striking (7)
17 Newlywed given key to
chamber? (5)
19 An illegal dispatch
(13)
20 Concoct a test to discern
flavour (5)
21 Holds out longer?
(7)

DOWN
1 Amble around to see a girl
(5)
2 Players cause titter in class
(13)
3 Speech might indicate where
one’s home is
(7)
4 Hemingway or Sterne perhaps
(6)
5 Not colourful like the female
(5)
6 An adverse proposal?
(7,6)
7 Declared a number was
incorrect (7)
11 Close agreement
(7)
13 Show part of a book to a
worker
(7)
14 Earnestly desire praise
perhaps (6)
16 Hates having to change in a
hurry
(5)
18 Nonplus? (5)

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Although you’re
renowned as a
communicative
sort of a person,
team-work is not always your
major strength. Somehow you
now have to find a way of
fitting in while at the
same time asserting your
very individual and totally
unique version of what
is needed.

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Forget your
sensitive, retiring
Cancerian qualities.
Today it is time to
bring out a different feature of
your celestial personality, being
more ambitious, tough and
ruthless. Also, as a matter of
urgency, expect the
unexpected. You can never be
too prepared.

Givenbelowarefourjumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selectthelettersintheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Fortune’swheelneverstandsstill.The_____isthereforethemostperilous.-Maria
Edgeworth(7,5)
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SUDOKU 4155

JUMBLED WORDS

DifficultyLevel1s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappearineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns,in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.
DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4154

SolutionsCrossword4156:Across: 1Spray,8Compares,9Unity,10Entrance,11
Pluck,12Urn,16Uppers,17Arnold,18Egg,23Tiers,24Elephant,25Gauge,26
Minister,27Deity.Down:2Penelope,3Articles,4Corner,5Sport,6Drunk,7Islet,12
Use,13Nag,14Intimate,15Allright,19Gander,20Terms,21Leant,22Whist.

BY PETER VIDAL
LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
I am afraid that you
will have no choice
but to listen to what
other people are
saying. If you do try to close
your eyes or avert your gaze
then you will actually provoke
them into even louder
announcements and
proclamations. That doesn’t
mean that their words will
suddenly make sense, though.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Keepupthehard
work!Evenif youare
takingtimeoff then
youshouldkeep
activeandflexible.If youadopta
narrowanddogmaticcourse,the
groundmay be sweptfrom
underyourfeet.Also,if youmake
arashpromisethenapartner
mighttakeyouatyourword.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
If you are in tune
with the heavens,
then you have
managed to extend a
period of hope and opportunity.
It’s almost as if you are enjoying
a sort of personal emotional
revival. Do not feel bad about
enjoying yourself if other
people are working, and don’t
let them put you down or make
you feel small.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
The only way to
function today is to
throw out every
prejudice and preconception. This is something
at which you excel, in spite
of your rather undeserved
stuffy astrological reputation.
If you start again with a
blank slate then you might
realise that you misjudged a
partner, and that they
underestimated you.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Venus is happy
sailing through your
chart, but will soon
bring changes to
your romantic hopes. Take all
opportunities to enjoy
yourself, but, bearing in mind
the general irresponsibility
inherent in today’s mighty
planetary aspects, you will
have to decide where to draw
the line.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Thereismuchtobe
donethatstillseems
toconcernyourlongtermfuture.If you
havelostsightof anumberof
goals,useyourcurrentplanetary
energieswisely to talktothe
experts,chattofriendsandseek
advicefromeverycorner,
especiallyfrompeoplewhohave
beenherebefore.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Powerful financial
indications continue
for a little while
longer, but in view
of the fact that the stars indicate
carelessness and loss, you
must question all ambiguous
claims and suspicious
details. Somebody may have
misled you, probably without
meaning to.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
You could be in a
gambling mood.
Take emotional risks
by all means, and
adopt unusual plans if they suit
your mood. However, do bear in
mind that financial prospects
are dodgy, so don’t throw good
money after bad. Also, listen to
loved ones: they could be
smarter than you think.

SOLUTION: OLIVE, SHIRT, SPLINT, HIGHLY
Answer: Fortune’s wheel never stands still. The highest point is therefore the most
perilous. - Maria Edgeworth
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