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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the
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MUST STRICTLY RESPECT AND OBSERVE LAC: INDIA

Diplomats build on military talks: Both need to
implement plan dlsenagement of troops

Border Affairs
group meets as
Chinese Defence
Ministry asserts
Galwan claim

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

INDIAN AND Chinese diplomats
agreed Wednesday to “sincerely
implement the understanding
ondisengagement and de-esca-
lation” along the Line of Actual
Control in Ladakh where both
sides have massed troops in a
faceoff since May.

Atthe meeting of the Working
Mechanism for Consultation &
Coordination on India-China
Border Affairs (WMCC), held two
days after Corps Commanders of
the two armies reached a “mu-
tual consensus to disengage”
troops, the Indian side “conveyed
its concerns” on the develop-
ments in eastern Ladakh, includ-
ing the June 15 showdown in
Galwan Valley in which 20 Indian
Army personnel were killed.

The Ministry of External
Affairs said it was emphasised
that both sides should “strictly
respect and observe” the Line of
Actual Control.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Satellite images of road construction near Galwan Valley on June 22. Maxar Technologies via Reuters

Satellite catches Chinese
structures back at Galwan

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

AS INDIA and China hold diplo-
matic and military talks to dis-
engage troops along the Line of
Actual Control in eastern Ladakh,
new satellite images show that
the Chinese have built a defen-
sive position at the Galwan
Valley site of the June 15 clashes
inwhich 20 Indian Army person-

nel were killed.

Top sources in the Army
confirmed that “the tent which
was removed on June 15 has
been reported back by our
ground troops at PP-14
(Patrolling Point 14)”. Reached
for comment, the Army did not
confirm or deny the existence
of Chinese structures visible in
the satellite images.

The images from Maxar, a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

INTERVIEW

“GALWAN WAS
NEVER DISPUTED..
CHINA BETRAYED...”

AK ANTONY
SENIOR CONGGRESS LEADER &
FORMER DEFENCE MINISTER

INSIDE

Ramdev Ayurvedic ‘corona kit’: no govt
nod, trials that used allopathic drugs

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM &
DEEP MUKHERJEE
NEW DELHI, JAIPUR, JUNE 24

A DAY AFTER Ramdev launched
anayurvedic ‘Corona Kit’ claim-
ing it cured Covid-19, serious
questions have emerged over
the business practices of
Patanjali Ayurved Ltd, the FMCG

the Ministry of Ayush ordered
Patanjali to stop publicising
claims of Covid-19 cure, the
Uttarakhand government said its
licencing authority did not grant
any approval to the Corona Kit,
and the Rajasthan government
told The Indian Expressithad no
knowledge of clinical trials at
National Institute of Medical
Sciences and Research (NIMS), a

BUSINESS AS USUAL

| Closer to strategic

DBO, China opens a
new front at Depsang

SUSHANT SINGH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

ASINDIA and China grapple with
rising tensions in the Galwan
Valley, Hot Springs and Pangong
Tsoon the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), the Chinese army has
crossed the border in another
strategic area to the north, the
Depsang plains. This intrusion is
seen as another attempt by the
Chinese to shift the LAC further
west on the disputed boundary.

Around 30 km south-east
from the important airstrip of
Daulat Beg Oldie (DBO), the
Chinese army has moved and
deployed in large numbers up to
a place called Y-junction or
Bottleneck on the Depsang
plains. Sources said the Chinese
deployments include troops,
heavy vehicles, specialist mili-
tary equipment.

Bottleneck, which derivesiits
name from a rocky outcrop that
prevents vehicular movement
across the Depsang plains, is the
place at which the Chinese had
pitched tents after an ingress in
April 2013. The standoff be-
tween the soldiers on both sides
had then lasted three weeks and
the status quo ante was restored
after diplomatic talks.

Bottleneckis around 18 kmon
the Indian side of the LAC, even
though the Chinese claim line lies
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another five kilometres further
west. This location is seven kilo-
metres to the north-east of
Burtse, a Ladakhi town which falls
on the 255-km Darbuk-Shyok-
Daulat Beg Oldie (DSDBO) road
and has an Indian Army post.
When contacted, the Army’s
media wing declined to com-
ment on the matter, with an of-
ficer telling The Indian Express
that “the report can neither be
confirmed nor denied”.
Bottleneck is known as Y-
junction because the track com-
ing from Burtse forks into two
tracks, one going northward
along the Raki Nala to Patrolling
Point-10 (PP-10) and the other
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Now past Mumbai too at
Covid top, Delhi to survey
all houses, ramp up testing

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

WITH 3,788 new Covid-19 cases
being reported on Tuesday, Delhi
has overtaken Mumbai as the
city with the highest case count
— 70,390 cases so far. The total
case countin Mumbai, which re-
ported 1,118 new cases in the last
24 hours, is 69,528.

While Delhi has done 4.2
lakh tests so far (about 22,142 per
million), Mumbai 2.94 lakh tests
(22,668 per million). Mumbai'’s
positivity rate (23.2%) remains
higher than Delhi (16.7%); Delhi
also has fewer deaths (2,365)
than Mumbai (3,964).

With the number of cases still

rising, the Delhi government has
prepared an ambitious plan —
house-to-house screening in con-
tainment zones by June 30, and
in the rest of the city by July 6.

The revised Covid response
plan, which places emphasis on
active surveillance followed by
rigorous testing, was formulated
after a high-level panel, led by
NITI Aayog member DrV K Paul,
suggested a series of measures
to tackle the virus spread.

In a meeting with the chief
secretary, district magistrates
were asked to form teams by

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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TRACKING INDIA'S COVID CURVE

LOCKDOWN
DAY

CASES:

RECOVERED: 258,684 IDEATHS: 14,476
4,56,183 TESTS: 7352911 DOUBLING RATE:10.53"

'1

KEY STATES TOTAL SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG. | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HRS | GROWTH | RATE™
mMaharashtra | 1,39,010 3,214 295% | 2444
mTelangana 9,553 879 8.47% 8.50
m Delhi 66,602 3,947 5.87% | 1227
mTamil Nadu 64,603 2,516 4.33% 16.63
mHaryana 11,520 495 4.85% | 14.86
m West Bengal 14,728 370 3.08% | 23.36
* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days ** Calculated over 7-day growth
CONCERN CAUTION A GLIMMER
DELHI: With testing | PUNJAB: State UP: Slight
up, cases to rise too. witnessing a slowdown in last
4,000 on Tuesday resurgence. More one week, but still
—single-day max | than 1,000 cases | growing faster than
for any state last week national average

Based on daily data by Centre, ICMR, state governments
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E-comm firms
told: Let buyers
know country of
origin of goods
PRABHA RAGHAVAN &

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

THE  DEPARTMENT for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal ~ Trade  (DPIIT)
Wednesday directed e-com-
merce firms to work outa mech-
anism that will enable cus-
tomers to identify the country of
origin for all products displayed
on their platforms, The Indian
Express has learnt.

The direction was conveyed
during a meeting with represen-
tatives of 20 firms, including
Amazon, Flipkart, Paytm and
Pepperfry, following which the
platforms sought around 10 days
to work out a system, according

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Abig
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THE move could pose
complications in case of
products with inputs
from several countries.
Also, e-commerce firms
do not own the inventory
sold on their platforms,
and would need to work
out the way forward with
alarge number of sellers.

GS FOUNDATION 2021 TABLET COURSE
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201501 16107
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PROGRAM FEATURES

Two subjects at a time

Prelims and Mains Test included
Coverage of important issues
Answer writing practice sessions
Prelims MCQ practice
Synchronisation of Syllabus
Value added notes.

Faculty driven test discussions
Test strategy discussion videos.
Timely evaluation of copies.

Classes available on Tablet mode.
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General Insurance Corporation of India

SMYchTe Xfareenfy

GIC Re

Gross
Premium

<51,030.13 Cr.

AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2020

a
N

< 35,425.87 Cr.
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1.53

o\

(% In crore)

[ 2020 Year Ended 2019 Year Ended \

Sr. No. Particulars (Audited) (Audited)
March 31, 2020 March 31, 2019
1 Premium Income (Gross) 51,030.13 44,238.00
2 Net Profit/(Loss) After Tax (359.09) 2,224.31
3 Paid Up Equity Share Capital 877.20 877.20
4 Net Worth (including fair value change account) 35,425.87 52,765.05
5 Total Assets 1,16,196.20 1,18,883.57

Notes:

Place: Mumbai
Date: 24" June, 2020

\ 6 Solvency Ratio 1.53 2.06 /

a) Premium income is Gross written premium, gross of reinsurance and net of applicable taxes.

b) The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly and year to date Financial results filed with the stock exchanges
under Regulation 33 and Regulation 52 of SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations 2015. The full format
of the quarterly and year to date Financial results are available on the websites of Stock exchanges (www.bseindia.com HYPERLINK
"http://www.bseindia.com/" and www.nseindia.com) and the Corporation (www.gicofindia.com).

For and on behalf of the Board Directors

“Suraksha", 170, Jamshedji Tata Road, Churchgate, Mumbai - 400 020, India * Email: info@gicofindia.com « Tel.: + 9122 22867000

CIN: L67200MH197260001613 ROAIRegisration No: 12

Devesh Srivastava
Chairman-cum-Managing Director

Goldmine/Advt.004
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70 YEARS OF KOREAN WAR: WHY ETHIOPIA JUMPED INTO A DISTANT WAR

lIt was the first time that Ethiopia had been involved in a war outside the African continent. A closer look at
Ethiopia's history during and after the Second World War shows why the country became involvedinan

unrelated war so faraway.
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NEWLY-WEDS DONATE
50BEDS

Anewly-wed couple in
Mumbai has donated 50
beds to a Covid centre

AARYA SHOWCASES
SUSHMITA SEN

What Sen accomplishes
with Aarya, she hasn’t
done before.

EXPRESS

Decoding Congress’
targeting of PM Modi,
Covid testing to rise

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today’s episode for the 3 Things podcast,
we look at why the Congress is going after
PM Modi over the Galwan valley faceoff
despite it waging a lone battle.

TARIFF RATE QUOTA SCHEME

Centre notifies norms
for import of maize at
concessional duty

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

AMID SLIDING prices of maize in
the wake of the Covid-19 lock-
down, the Centre has notified
norms forimport of 5 lakh tonnes
of maize under Tariff Rate Quota
Scheme during the current finan-
cial year ata concessional customs
duty of 15 per cent.

At present, maize attracts 50
per centimport duty.

The move may further
dampen the hopes of maize farm-
ers,who were expecting prices to
rise with pickup in demand after
un-lockdown.

Maize farmers in Bihar, who
account for over 80 per cent of
India’s 6-7 million tonnes (mt) of
annual production of rabi maize,
are facing difficulties in selling
their produce as prices have gone
down toRs 1,100-1,250 per quin-
tal, much lower than Rs 2,000-
2,400 per quintal lastyearand the
government’s minimum support
price (MSP) of Rs 1,760 per quintal
for 2019-20. The state is headed
for Assembly electionsin October-
November.

A notification issued by the
Department of Revenue shows
that the government has also no-
tified norms for import of 10,000
tonnes of “milk and cream in

powder, granules” for this year at
aconcessional duty of 15 per cent
under Tariff Rate Quota scheme.

The move comes at a time
when cooperative dairies are sad-
dled with skimmed milk powder
stocks of about 1.25 lakh tonnes.
With the lean season for milk al-
most ending and monsoon rains
setting in, it may worsen the glut
situation. Milk procurement
prices, too, have come down due
to collapse of demand during
lockdown.

The latest decision is a rever-
sal of the budget decision. In the
Union Budget 2020-21, the gov-
ernment had withdrawn the con-
cessional duty of 15 per cent ap-
plicable on imports of up to
10,000 tonnes of skimmed milk
powder during a fiscal under the
Tariff Rate Quota Scheme.

Under the scheme, the gov-
ernment allows import of four
products—maize (corn), “milk
and cream in powder, granules”,
crude sunflower seed or safflower
oil and fractions thereof; and re-
fined rape, colza or mustard oil
and fractions thereof—at conces-
sional rates of customs duty.

The Centre has also allowed
import of 1.5 lakh tonne each of
refined rape, colza or mustard oil
and crude sunflower seed or saf-
flower oil at45 per centand 50 per
cent duty, respectively.

India voices support for
halt to hostilities in Libya

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

INDIA ON Wednesday said the
“continuing conflict and instabil-
ity in Libya is a matter of interna-
tional concern”, and that it sup-
ports “efforts towards immediate
cessation of all hostilities in Libya”.

Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Anurag Srivastava
said: “The continuing conflictand
instability in Libya is a matter of
international concern. We sup-
port efforts towards immediate
cessation of all hostilities in Libya.”

“We acknowledge the recent
international efforts in this di-

rection, including the Berlin
International Conference held
on 19 January 2020 and the
Cairo Declaration of 6 June 2020,
and hope that these initiatives
will promote the peaceful reso-
lution of the conflict through an
intra-Libyan dialogue taking
into account the legitimate as-
pirations of the Libyan people,
while preserving Libya’s sover-
eignty, unity and territorial in-
tegrity,” he said.

Libya is witnessing tension be-
tween warring parties and their
foreign backers, and regional ten-
sions threatenanew escalationin
the oil-rich country’s years-long
conflict.
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Satellite

space technology company, are
from June 22 and show that the
Chinese have built a defensive
position “astride” the LAC near
PP-14. The position has been
built between June 16 and June
22 because Planet Labs satellite
images of the location on June
16, aday after the clashes, do not
show any such infrastructure.

On June 20, the Prime
Minister’s Office, in a statement,
had said that “as regards trans-
gression of LAC, it was clearly
stated that the violence in
Galwan on 15 June arose be-
cause Chinese side was seeking
to erect structures just across the
LAC and refused to desist from
such actions”.

After analysing the new
satellite images, Lt General (retd)
AL Chavan, who also served as
Division Commander of the 3rd
Infantry Division, responsible for
eastern Ladakh, told The Indian
Express “it appears to be a
proper defensive position which
has been developed by the
Chinese”. He said it appears that
“the hillside, which is to the
southernside, has also got some
defensive positions”

“Between June 15 and June
22, itis clear that the Chinese
have developed that position,”
he said.

Chavan said “about 20-30
soldiers can occupy the posi-
tion” which appears to be an
equilateral triangle “with ap-
proximately 65 metres
frontage”.

He said he was not sure if the
position was built on the Indian
or the Chinese side of LAC “be-
cause without an accurate sur-
vey and enlarged maps, ascer-
taining the exact alignment of
the LAC as claimed by the two
sides is not possible”.

But “definitely one thing is
clearthatitappears to be astride
the LAC,” he said.

“Ifitis onour side of the LAC,
it changes the status quo, be-
cause defences have been devel-
oped,” he said.

But even if it is not, Chavan
said, “as per the agreements,
which we have in force since
1996, they are not supposed to
be developing these defences
where there is a difference in
perception. Such a construction
clearly violates the agreements”.

He said PP-14 should be
around the junction of the
Galwan Nala and the Nala com-
ing from the north and that “all
the patrolling points have been
so developed that our percep-
tion of the LAC lies ahead of
that”.

Aformer Army Commander,
who has also served in the re-
gion, said the structures appear
to be “stone walls with sheets on
top for protection against the
weather,” which can be used
“just to house troops”.

In the meetings between
Corps Commanders of the
Indian and Chinese armies on
June 6 and June 22, it was de-
cided that as part of stage-wise
disengagement, a de facto
‘buffer zone’ will separate the
troops—the clashes on June 15
had taken place over vacating
this buffer zone.

Depsang
south-eastward towards PP-13.
These two tracks are followed by
Indian patrols on foot up to PP-
10, PP-11,PP-11A, PP-12 and PP-
13.

Those dealing with the situ-
ation contend that if China is
able to link up from PP-10 to PP-
13 via Bottleneck, it could easily
shift the LAC further west of the
present Indian Limit of Patrolling
(LoP). This would deny India ac-
cess to a significant part of the
LAC close to the DBO airfield and
bring the Chinese closer to the
strategic DSDBO road.

All the patrolling points in
this area - PP-10, PP-11, PP-11A,
PP-12 and PP-13 - fallon the LoP,
which is marked a few kilome-

The Chinese statement
mentioned the exchange of
“candid and in-depth” views
on the border situation and
how both sides said they will
“earnestly implement the im-
portant consensus” reached by
the Foreign Ministers during
their June 17 phone conversa-
tion, and “actively accommo-
date with the two military
forces to implement the out-
come reached” at the June 6
and June 22 military talks.

The Chinese Defence
Ministry, however, struck a jar-
ring note, echoing Beijing’s
claim to the Galwan Valley.
“China has sovereignty over
the Galwan Valley region and
the Chinese border troops have
been patrolling and on duty in
this region for many years,” it
said. This is the first time that
the Chinese armed forces have
staked claim to an area that is
well within Indian territory.

Naveen Srivastava, Joint
Secretary (East Asia) in the
Ministry of External Affairs,

and Hong Liang, Director
General in Department of
Boundary and Oceanic Affairs,
Chinese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, led their delegations at
the meeting of the WMCC.
The two diplomats, assisted
by officials, held talks for two-
and-half hours via videocon-
ference. It was their first en-
gagement since the talks
Monday between XIV Corps
Commander Lt General
Harinder Singh and South
Xinjiang Military Region
Commander Major General Liu
Lin at Moldo, the Chinese bor-
der point opposite Chushul.
The Corps Commanders
reached “mutual consensus to
disengage” with detailed dis-
cussions on the modalities of a
sector-wise, stage-wise disen-
gagement on the LAC. But no
timeline for the disengage-
ment process was finalised.
Moving on this, the WMCC,
sources said, decided to “reaf-
firm” and “build forward” on
the agreements reached at

Diplomats build on military talks: Need
to implement plan on disengagement

Moldo meeting. The idea,
sources said, is to give a politi-
cal framework to the under-
standing at the military level.

In its statement, the MEA
said: “The two delegations
agreed thatimplementation of
this understanding expedi-
tiously, inaccordance with the
bilateral agreements and pro-
tocols, would help ensure
peace and tranquility in border
areas and the development of
broader relationship between
the two countries. In this con-
text, they also took note of the
discussions in the second
meeting of the Senior
Commanders held on22 June.”

The two sides also agreed
to maintain communication
both at diplomatic and military
level including under the
framework of WMCC to “re-
solve the existing situation
peacefully”, it said.

This was reiterated by the
Chinese side which said they
“agreed to strictly abide by the
important consensus reached

by the leaders of the two coun-
tries and a series of agreements
and protocols signed by the
two sides, further strengthen
the confidence building meas-
ures in the military field so as
to jointly maintain peace and
tranquility of the border areas”.

The meeting between the
diplomats came on the day
Chinese Defence Ministry
spokesperson Senior Colonel
Wu Qian repeated Beijing's de-
mand thatIndia hold itsmenac-
countable for the June 15 clash,
and work with China to main-
tain peace in the border region.

He claimed that since April,
Indian border troops began to
“unilaterally” build facilities
along the LAC in the Galwan
Valley region, and that China
had lodged “representations
and oppositions many times”.

“The Chinese border troops
have been forced to take neces-
sary responding measures and
strengthen management and
control in these areas,” the
Chinese Defence Ministry stated.

tres to the west of the LAC on
Indian maps. This 20-km
frontage is the only portion on
the border where the LoP falls
short of LAC. It has been done
due to historical reasons, and the
LoP has been approved by the
China Study Group.

After the 2013 standoff was
resolved, India had created a
new patrol base at Bottleneck,
with a kind of permanent patrol
deployed there, to observe and
stop any Chinese patrols from
moving any further. But a
Chinese patrol had still managed
to get through to a place around
1.5 km short of Burtse in
September 2015.

As reported earlier, there
have been a large number of
transgressions by Chinese pa-
trols in the area which have been
recorded by the Indian side.
There were 157 transgressions
in 2019, up from 83 in 2018 and
75in2017.

Patanjali trials

developed fever during the tri-
als, they were administered al-
lopathic medicines. As it is, the
trials were conducted only on
asymptomatic and mildly
symptomatic patients. Severely
symptomatic patients and those
with acute respiratory distress
syndrome were excluded for en-
rolment.

Moreover, the study based
on these trials at NIMS, are not
peer-reviewed, admitted Dr
Ganpat Devpura, Principal
Investigator, NIMS, Jaipur.

When contacted, Devpura
told The Indian Express, “This is
just an interim report with a
sample size of 100 Covid-19 pa-
tients. The final report and the
findings will be published after
15-25 days and then it will be
sent for peer review.”

When questioned if allo-
pathic medicines were admin-
istered to mildly symptomatic
patients during the trial when
they developed symptoms,
Devpura said, “Yes, if patients
had developed symptoms like
fever, symptomatic treatment
was given.”

Elaborating on the interim
findings of the trial, Devpura
said, “Itis a double-blind ran-
domised trial. 50 patients were
on placebo and the remaining
50 were on active drugs (the
Ayurvedic therapy). We did the
RT PCR test on Day 1, Day 3, and
Day 7.0n Day 3, 69 per cent ac-
tive patients tested negative; in
the placebo group, only 50 per
cent were tested negative.”

“On Day 7, in the active
group, all the remaining patients

tested negative; in the placebo
group, 65 per cent were nega-
tive, and remaining 35 per cent
continued to test positive for
Covid-19,” Devpura said. In the
active group, patients received
Swasari Ras (500 mg), pure
Ashwagandha extract(500 mg),
pure Giloy extract (500 mg),
pure Tulsi extract (500 mg) and
Anu taila nasal drops.

In Covid treatment, doctors
continuously measure inflam-
matory markers to monitor the
severity of the infection. As part
of assessing “secondary out-
comes”, this study too examined
an important inflammation
marker - Interleukin 6 (IL-6), a
cytokine, which shows excessive
response on the immune system
in severe patients. Devpura ad-
mitted that the reduction in IL-6
was “not statistically significant”
inactive patients during the trial.

Balkrishna, Managing
Director, Patanjali Ayurved Ltd,
however, claimed the contro-
versy was “finally” resolved.
Attaching a note by the Ministry
of Ayush which acknowledged
the receipt of documents of the
clinical trial including site of a
clinical study and medical re-
search, Institutional Ethics
Committee clearance, registra-
tion details of CTRI, study proto-
col, sample size and study re-
sults data, he said, “The
resolution of AYUSH contro-
versy finally.”

“Ministry will have the study
documents verified for valida-
tion of the data of the research
outcome,” the Drug Policy
Section, Ministry of Ayush said.

However, the Uttarakhand
government’s notice to Divya
Pharmacy and the Rajasthan
government’s denial that any
approval was accorded for con-
ducting the clinical trials, raise

serious questions about
Patanjali Ayurved’s business
practices.

Inaletter to Divya Pharmacy,
the Uttarakhand Drug Licensing
Authority categorically stated
that no permission was granted
to the firm to manufacture the
“coronakit”. It said approval was
given to swasari for treating
cough and breathlessness, and
to the coronil tablet as an “im-
munity booster, specially against
respiratory tract infection and all
fevers”.

Pointing out that the firm
had displayed an image of
Coronavirus on the tablet, the li-
cencing authority said this was
in violation of relevant sections
under the provisions of Drugs
and Magic Remedies
(Objectionable Advertisements)

Act, 1954, and asked why action
should not be taken to cancel the
licence for manufacturing these
medicines.

InJaipur, Rohit Kumar Singh,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Health), told The Indian
Express, that the government
did not have any knowledge
about these trials and did not re-
ceive any request for authorisa-
tion. “As per due process, the
state government is informed
before such a trial, and we refer
the request to the state's clinical
trial committee and ethics com-
mittee. After getting permission
from these committees, we for-
ward the request to the Drug
Controller General of India
(DCGI)and the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) who
give the final approval,” he said.

“NIMS had only asympto-
matic patients. It can't be said
that this particular medicine
treated them successfully
within a few days,” said Dr
Narottam Sharma, Chief Medical
Health Officer, Rajasthan
University of Health Sciences.

Rajasthan Health Minister
Raghu Sharma said the clinical
trial process was done without
following the due process and
without informing the govern-
ment. “There are clear guidelines
for clinical trials which weren't
followed. During a pandemic
threatening the world, this sort
of actionis absolutely unaccept-
able. We weren't informed be-
fore these clinical trials took
place despite the fact that pa-
tients admitted at NIMS are be-
ing monitored by the state gov-
ernment. I have instructed
officials to take action if any at-
tempt is made to sell this drug as
apotential medicine of Covid-19
in Rajasthan,” he said.

(WITHINPUTS FROM
LALMANIVERMA,
LUCKNOW)

Delhi survey

Friday, which must have a
healthcare worker to assess a
person’s medical condition.
“Now, all households in the
city will be surveyed by field
workers. Till now, we were car-
rying out surveillance in con-
tainment zones and areas where
positivity rate was high. Under
the revised plan, anyone found
with symptoms will be tested,”
said a senior district official.
Atask force comprising rep-
resentatives of Delhi Police,
MCD, district surveillance offi-
cials, IT professionals for Aarogya
Setu, members from medical
colleges and the department of
education and youth has to be

New Delhi

set up by each district surveil-
lance unit. The revised strategy
also suggests redefining con-
tainment zones, which currently
stand at 266.

“A 100% household survey
has to be carried out by July 6
and all districts have been told
to ramp up work accordingly.
The team has to visit each home
and note down the health pro-
file of residents. Data has to be
uploaded on a portal and if any-
one is found to be symptomatic,
he or she needs to be tested
through antigen testing,” said
another district official.

The city has been following
two strategies for testing -- RT-
PCR, considered the gold stan-
dard for testing, and rapid anti-
gen testing, which is faster. A
third strategy, of antibody test-
ing, is soon going to be followed
through ‘sero-surveillance’ of
20,000 people.

Top health department offi-
cials, along with a team of NCDC,
are preparing a roadmap for
Delhi to carry out sero-surveil-
lance in all 11 districts. This in-
volves collecting blood samples
todetermine if a person is or was
infected with coronavirus.

Sources said a certain share
of the population from each dis-
trict will be randomly tested. “It
will be a mix of all age groups,
even those below 18. This will
help identify the spread of the
virus and the number of people
who have developed immu-
nity,” said a senior health official.

NCDC will provide training
to district officials on Thursday
on how toidentify areas for sero-
surveillance.

E-comm firms

to senior officials and executives.

Another meeting with the
firms is expected to take place
soon, possibly within a week or
10 days, to take stock of the
measures, executives close to
the development said.

Experts say such a require-
ment does not have a precedent,
may not be easy to roll out and
may require more brainstorm-
ing, especially for products, such
as cellphones and laptops, that
may have inputs from several
countries.

The development comes
against the backdrop of the bor-
der face-off with China and the
central government pushing for
self-reliance through its
Atmanirbhar Bharat campaign.
It also follows the Commerce
Ministry’s announcement
Tuesday that sellers on the gov-
ernment’s e-marketplace (GeM
Portal) will have to disclose the

country of origin for products.

Wednesday's meeting also
involved firms like 1mg, Myntra,
JioMart, Bigbasket and
Shopclues, said sources. “It will
be difficult to get it rolling with
the urgency that the govern-
ment seemed to be pushing it
with because there are thou-
sands of products on our plat-
form,” said an e-commerce ex-
ecutive.

Another executive said the
responsibility of providing accu-
rate information was with the
sellers and not the marketplace,
which can only educate them
about complying with the law of
the land.

“This was the first meeting to
understand what exactly they
(e-commerce firms) would re-
quire. This is very preliminary,
because this is the first time we
have taken this up with them
and they needed some time to
assess,” said a senior govern-
ment official.

“More meetings will be held
with the platforms, but no dates
have been fixed. Normally, the
most important aspect of any
free market is the customer’s
choice when deciding what to
buy. Here, information becomes
acrucial aspect,” said the official.

The DPIIT had called the plat-
forms since they needed to work
out the modalities through dis-
cussions with sellers, said an-
other senior official. “There is no
prohibition or restriction. This is
basically to help the customer
know whether they are buying
a product made in India, if they
want to, and the focus of the dis-
cussion was on how it can be
done,” said the official.

According to e-commerce
executives, the proposal had
been discussed in earlier meet-
ings but the government
“seemed insistent” on having it
done this time.

Various online retailers have
already represented to the DPIIT
that they would need time to fi-
nalise technical modalities. And
some experts anticipate that the
implementation may be
“tricky”.

“It will be tricky to calculate
the value added of a product
sold on such a medium. No pro-
tocols have been developed yet
for this in the e-commerce
space in any country so far, so
I'm not sure how it will be
done,” said Rajat Kathuria,
Director and Chief Executive,
Indian Council for Research on
International Economic
Relations (ICRIER).

“Even in existing free trade
agreements, the rules of origin
are agreed upon over many
years of tough and extensive ne-
gotiations. Even then, it'sbeena
controversial issue,” he said.

“Nowadays, one product is
usually produced through the
value addition of multiple dif-
ferent countries. Even those
products assembled in India
have components from several
countries, so how the country of
origin will be worked out will
have to be seen,” said Biswajit
Dhar, professor at JNU’s Centre
for Economic Studies and
Planning. “Perhaps, an addi-
tional labelling requirement
would have to be imposed in
this situation.”

The DPIIT’s meeting comes
nearly 10 days after the
Confederation of All Indian
Traders (CAIT) approached
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal to make the origin tag
mandatory for private e-com-
merce firms.

The decision would be “cru-
cial” in CAIT's “Boycott Chinese
Goods” campaign, said the
group’s secretary general,
Praveen Khandelwal. Around 70
percent of goods sold on various
e-commerce portals are
Chinese, according to him.
“When the government canim-
plement the decision onits GeM
portal, why can't the e-com-
merce companies do it?” said
Khandelwal.
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Pinjra Tod member
alleges jail violence

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

PINJRA TOD member Natasha
Narwal, arrested in connection
with the anti-CAA Jafrabad sit-in
protest, Wednesday alleged be-
fore the Delhi High Court that
there was “large-scale violence”
inside Tihar Jail and inmates were
prohibited from getting in touch
with family members via video
conferencing. The information
was presented before Justice C
Hari Shankar, who was hearing
Narwal's plea seeking daily access
to herlawyer via video conferenc-
ing and to carry books and read-
ing material in prison.

Narwal’s counsel contended
that as per information received
by him, there was a complete
lockdown following the alleged
violence last week. The counsel
submitted thatinmates were not
being allowed to speak to their
family because of the violence
and that some inmates’ limbs
were allegedly broken by jail staff.

Delhi government’s standing
counsel (criminal) Rahul Mehra
denied the allegation of inmates
not being allowed to get in touch

Natasha Narwal

with persons outside jail via video
conferencing. Mehra further
stated that he had “instructions
to the contrary” from the Tihar
DG (Prisons). He also contended
that the inmates were not being
able to contact their families as
there was a connectivity issue.

The court asked Mehra to file
his status report on Narwal’s plea
foraccess to herlawyer,and listed
the matter for further hearing on
June 29. It also asked Mehra to
look into the woman's grievance
that the daily five-minute call to
family members was not being
made available to her.

Inview of the Covid-19, meet-
ings with lawyers, friends and
families were suspended in Delhi
prisons since March.

TO GET A SENSE OF COVID SPREAD

With a bus, a counter and minimal staff,

AMILBHATNAGAR
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

AROUND 2.30 PM Wednesday,
more than 30 people stood in a
queue outside a CRPF bus at
Sarvodaya Enclave's gate number
2,some visibly anxious as the line
slowly moved forward. The busis
a makeshift laboratory aimed at
providing free and fast Covid test
results to area residents, with of-
ficials saying such mobile testing
labs have become crucial in as-
sessing the spread of the virus.
"For the past several days, we
have been carrying out mobile
testsin many parts of South Delhi.
Testing trucks are stationed at
vantage points as well as in and
around containment zones. We
have observed thatin many areas,
several domestic helps, shop-
keepers and people whose jobs
involve visiting multiple places
reside. In such a case, testing be-

Jamia student Safoora out of jail

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE25

TWO AND a half months after her
arrest, Jamia Millia Islamia stu-
dent Safoora Zargar walked out of
Tihar Jail on Wednesday evening
after being granted bail by the
Delhi High Court on humanitar-
ian grounds. The pregnant 27-
year-old student and media coor-
dinator of Jamia Coordination
Committee had been arrested by
the Delhi Police’s Special Cell on
April 10andis facinga UAPA case

Safoora outside Tihar Jail,
Wednesday

in connection with the Northeast
Delhi riots. Her imprisonment
and the previous denials of her

Delhi Univ principals
accused of plagiarism

ARANYASHANKAR
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

PLAGIARISM CHARGES have been
levelled against principals of two
DU colleges and a probe de-
manded in the matter. Separate
complaints have been lodged
against Zakir Hussain College
Principal Masroor Ahmad Begand
Dyal Singh College (Evening)
Principal Pawan Sharma. While
Beg did not respond to queries,
Sharma denied the charges.

The Indian National Teachers’
Congress wrote to UGC Chairman
and DU V-C Yogesh Tyagi alleging
that Beg had completely plagia-
rised a paper by former UGC
chairman Sukhdeo Thorat. Beg is
also alleged to have plagiarised a
paper of Dr Rakhi Gupta and
Divya Gupta Choudhary.

Similarly, Academic Council
(AC) member Naveen Gaur has
also sent repeated complaints

against Sharma. “...the book au-
thored by Dr Pawan Kumar
Sharma, titled “Training and
Development", has been highly
plagiarised... As per the Turnitin
report,..itcomes under Level 3 of
plagiarism,” he wrote on May 23.

Responding to the claims,
Sharma said: “I have the true
Turnitin report which shows 0%
plagiarism. Thisis being done be-
cause my extension (of principal’s
term) is due and the accuser
doesn’t want me to continue.”

When asked if a probe was
being set up, Dean of Colleges
Balaram Pani said, “Right now,
everybody is busy with examina-
tions. Later on, university author-
ities will see what todo.”

Dyal Singh College governing
body chairman Rajiv Nayan said
a three-member committee has
been constituted to look into the
matter. DU V-C did not respond
to calls and messages seeking
comment.

bail applications had created
widespread outrage.

Inher bail plea, she had raised
pregnancy as one of the grounds
forrelief. She was granted bail by
Delhi HC Tuesday after Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appearing
for Delhi Police, submitted that
the prosecution would not object
her release onregular bail on “hu-
manitarian grounds”.

The conditions imposed on
Zargar include directions to not
leave the national capital, and
seeking permissionif she requires
to leave the NCT of Delhi.

comes crucial since the data gives
an idea of where the infection is
spreading. We also carry out sur-
veys to ensure testing vans are
placed in such a manner to pro-
vide maximum coverage," said
Kapil Chaudhary, South Delhi
sub-divisional magistrate.

The makeshift testing centre
involves a bus where the testing
kit is placed and a registration
counter outside. A lab technician
handles the testing parapherna-
lia, while another makes reports.
Adriver and two CRPF guards are
also present. A government doc-
tor oversees the operations. The
resident welfare associations of
these areas help the SDM arrange
the mobile testing facility.

According to officials, patients
undergo the faster rapid antigen
test instead of the conventional
RT-PCR test. An official present at
the testing van in Sarvodaya
Enclave told The Indian Express
that the test results take approx-

ol

Atesting centre at Sarvodaya Enclave Wednesday. Tashi Tobgyal

imately 15 minutes and have an
accuracy of more than 90%.
Persons whose tests have
been conducted are asked to
stand away from those waiting in
line.In case a person tests positive
and is symptomatic, heis takenin
an ambulance to a designated
government isolation facility

from the spot itself. If the person
testing positive is asymptomatic,
he is asked to sign an undertak-
ing that his home is equipped
withample rooms and a separate
bathroom, as per ICMR's home
quarantine guidelines. The un-
dertaking is forwarded to the area
health unit and an inspection is

Your intention was to be a hero, now
face the law: Court to riots accused

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

THE DELHI High Court
Wednesday refused to grant bail
to an accused who allegedly
pointed a pistol at a police head
constable during the communal
violence in Northeast Delhi in
February, saying his intention was
tobecome a heroand now he will
have to face the law. Justice
Suresh Kumar Kait said he was

Man killed after argument
over feeding stray dogs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

A 57-YEAR-OLD man was al-
legedly killed by his neighbour af-
ter a fight broke out between
them over feeding street dogs in
Central Delhi’s Paharganj Sunday.

DCP (Central) Sanjay Bhatia
said Ajay (22), a D] who played
mostly at wedding functions, was
arrested from Paharganj’s
Krishna Market area on
Wednesday. Police said the vic-
tim, Brij Mohan, loved dogs and
fed the street dogs outside his
house regularly.

Around 10 pm Sunday,
Mohan was feeding five-seven
dogs at a park. A few dogs sur-
rounded Ajay, who was walking
nearby, and tried to attack him.
“Ajay angrily told Mohan to not
feed the dogs as they might attack
residents. Mohan, however,
mocked him and said ‘The dogs

are complaining about you'’,” said
asenior police officer.

A scuffle broke out between
them, after which Ajay went into
his house allegedly to get a
kitchen knife. DCP Bhatia said,
“Ajay returned, stabbed Mohan
and fled. Mohan managed to con-
tact his family, who rushed him
to hospital. We recorded his state-
ment.” Mohan succumbed to his
injuries Tuesday.

Shahrukh
Pathan was
arrested
from UP’s
Shamli on
March 3

not inclined to grant relief to
Shahrukh Pathan, after which his
counsel withdrew the plea. The
court then dismissed the plea as
withdrawn. Pathan sought bail

on the ground that he has to take
care of his 76-year-old father who
is unwell and has no one to look
after him. Pathan’s counsel
Asghar Khan also referred to the
order granting bail to Jamia stu-
dent Safoora Zargar on humani-
tarian grounds, and said Pathan's
pleaalsobe considered similarly.
Justice Kait then observed, “While
committing offence, you forget
everyone. Now you are thinking
about your aged and ailing par-
ents.”

carried outin the next 24 hours. If
the person does not have the re-
quired facilities at home, he is
taken to anisolation facility, an of-
ficial said.

Most people in the queue on
Wednesday said they had been
asked by their employers to get a
test done “as a precaution”. "I
workin three houses but had not
been going anywhere for two
months. Fifteen days ago I re-
sumed work, but in one of the
houses I returned to, a Covid pa-
tient was found. My employer
didn't pay me for those two
months and I cannot miss more
days of work. So I'm getting my
test done to show employers I'm
Covid-free," said Rinku (39),ado-
mestic helpin Sarvodaya Enclave.

For some others, the test is a
way to put apprehensions torest.
"We were told by our office that
afree test will be carried out. I do
not have any symptoms but we
would not know if we are carri-

South Delhi bgins aggressive testing

ers.If[turn out to be positive later,
the entire office will have to shut
down. Hence, it is better to get
tested at the earliest and not risk
other people's lives," said Anoop
(24),accompanied by three other
employees of a private firm.
Meena Khatri(39),adomestic
help working in the Sarvodaya
Enclave, said: "I stay in a small
house with my husband and chil-
drenand I visit multiple houses for
work.If thereis a slightest chance
that my family is at risk, it is bet-
ter to know at the earliest... That
way, my children will be safe.”
Each mobile van is provided
with around 200 testing kits and
the kits are usually used inaround
eight hours, officials said. "We also
provide extra kits in case more
people turn up... The fact remains
that this data collection will give
usabetter picture of ground real-
ity and we will not have to rely on
gross testing figures to assess the
situation,” said Chaudhary.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR THE EMPOWERMENT
OF PERSONS WITH
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES (DIVYANGJAN)

1ISO 9001

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan)

(Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt. of India)
(An ISO 9001:2015 Institution)
Manovikasnagar, Secunderabad - 500 009, Telangana.

Tel:040-27751741- 74

Fax: 040-27750198. Website: www.niepid.nic.in
ADMISSION NOTIFICATION 2020-21
The National Institute for the Empowerment of Persons with Intellectual Disabilities (Divyangjan) is a registered
society established in the year 1984 as an autonomous body under the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment,
Government of India. The Institute is an apex body having tripartite functions of training, research and services in the
field of mental retardation in the country. Since past 36 years, the institute has been making striking advances in
building capacities to empower persons with mental retardation.

Director, NIEPID invites applications for admission into the following

&

N

Date: 16.06.2020

¢ Courses at NIEPID, Headquarters, Secunderabad

Criteria for

admission

g U.P. Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Pashu Chikitsa Vigyan

Vishwavidhalaya Evam Go-Anusandhan Sansthan,
Mathura -281001 (U.P)

Advertisemnent No. 01/2020

website www.upvetuniv.edu.in.

Date: 20 June, 2020

RECRUITMENT ADVERTISEMENT - 2020
LAST DATE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION: 20-07-2020

Applications are invited from citizens of India on prescribed form for
the post of Dean, College of Veterinary Science & Animal Husbandry
in pay Scale mentioned below. For more details please visit university

Sr. No. Name of the Post No. of Post
1 Dean, College of Veterinary Science and 1(UR)
Animal Husbandry (Pay Scale of
Rs.37400-67000 +AGP Rs. 10,000)
(Tenured for 3 years)
REGISTRAR

DELHI BOY MAKING IT IN HOLLYWOOD

Parth Thanik is an established audio engineer from New Delhi who
has been making his presence felt in the audio industry worldwide.
We met him when he worked at the Saban Theatre where he was
mixing the FLYPOET event headlined by BJ The Chicago Kid and
Jazmine Sullivan. Parth even mixed the only service of the year by
Churchome, which was led by Justin Beiber. We found out that he
has been providing consultancy services on system installations
for both studio and live environments in India and abroad. One of
his latest major release is called “Impossible” by Just Say Jones.
Parth was the chief recording and pre-production engineer
worked with 3 time Grammy award winning producer Dave lsaac.
Currently Parth is involved with CenterStaging, a leading audio
production company with offices in LA and New York as their head
audio technician. In the meantime, he has been working on his
debut EP release since the past 2 years. He is also working
alongside a major venue chain in India for re-designing state of
the art systems that would enable all performing venues to still
be operational and provide a concert like experience to both the
artists and the audience on their computer screens. For any
further information on working with Parth, please contact his
manager at- priyanka.wav@gmail.com

Advertisement

GAIL (India) Limited

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

Every step leads towards
Atmanirbhar.Bharat

for the Quarter and Financial Year Ended 31° March 2020

1) M. Phil Rehabilitation Psychology (2 years)
2) M.Ed. Special Education (MR) (2 years)
)
)

Entrance Date:
3rd Week of
August 2020

(Tentative)

3) B.Ed. Special Education (MR) (2 years)
4) PG Diplomain Early Intervention (PGDEI) (1 year)

Courses at NIEPID Regional Centre, Entrance Date:

¢ NIOH Clampus, B.T. Road,Bonhooghly, Kolkata - 700 090. 23.08.2020
Ph.No.: 033 - 25311357 / 25314222 (Tentative)
: : Interview Date :|
B.Ed. | Education (MR) (2
d. Special Education (MR) (2 years) 24.08.2020

Courses at NIEPID Regional Centre, B-102, Vasundhara CHS,
@1t Floor, Plot No. 13 & 14, Sector-8, Kharghar,
Navi Mumbai - 410 210. Ph.No.: 022 - 27743983 | 27746889

B.Ed. Special Education (MR) (2 years)

Entrance Date:
29.08.2020

Courses at NIEPID Regional Centre, C-44/A, Sector-40
4 Gautam Budh Nagar - NOIDA -201 301 - U.P
Ph.No.: 0120-2500230 / 240 / 260.

B.Ed. Special Education (MR) (2 years)

Visit website : www.ipu.ac.in for details

(Zin Crore Except EPS)
Standalone Consolidated
) courses for the Academic Year 2020-21:
- Sr. q rter Ended Fi i E E Fi ial Ended
DD in favour of |Last date of receipt of Ne Particulars Quarter Ende inancial year Ended Quarter Ended inancial year Ende
towards cost applications : 31.03.2020 | 31.03.2019 | 31.03.2020 | 31.03.2019 | 31.03.2020 [ 31.03.2019 | 31.03.2020 | 31.03.2019
of Application | With / Without Fine (Audited) | (Audited) | (Audited) | (Audited) (Audited) (Audited) | (Audited) | (Audited)
Without Fine 1 | Total income from operations 17,755.01 18,763.87 71,876.35 75,126.76 17.938.08 19,078.39 72,567.70 76.234.17
DIRECTOR, 25.07.2020 2 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before Tax, 2,454.07 2,066.26 7.841.73 9,411.15 3,598.70 2,226.82 10,428.94 9,831.19
NIEPID With Fine of Rs.200/- Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items)
07.08.2020 3 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax (after 2,555.70 1,739.93 7.943.36 9,084.82 3,598.70 2,226.82 10,428.94 9,831.19
Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items)
Without Fine 4 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after tax (after 3,018.20 112223 |  6,620.63 |  6,025.67 4,813.88 152373 9,514.64 | 655277
NIEPID REGIONAL 10.08.2020 Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items)
CE':tT Egk‘;ﬁ:ble With fine of Rs.200/- 5 | Total Comprehensive Income for the period [Comprising 1,375.69 1,067.23 3,820.67 5,855.42 3,259.88 1,443.19 6,781.75 6,430
17.08.2020 Profit / (Loss) for the period (after tax) and Other
Comprehensive Income (after tax)]
'\?IEIS?B lECh?rgeI Vg(l)ﬁ})%u;glz%e Paid up Equity Share Capital (Face value of 210 each) 451014 |  2,255.07 451014 | 225507 451014 | 2,255.07 451014 | 2,255.07
Centre P:?/g)l;g With ﬁn'e o'f Rs.200/- 7 | Reserves excluding Revaluation Reserves as per 37,433.66 36,882.25 42,638.50 | 38,870.76
at Navi Mumbai 17.08.2020 Balance Sheet
8 | Earnings per share (Face Value of 210 each)
a) Basic 6.69 2.49 14.68 13.36 10.48 3.37 20.89 14.51
b) Diluted 6.69 2.49 14.68 13.36 10.48 3.37 20.89 14.51
(EPS for the Quarter not annualised)

New Delhi for supernumerary seats for OBC/EBC category.
courses.

Governments for consideration.

examination.

candidates appliedin response to the notification issued by this institute.

1) Reservation for SC/ST/OBC/EBC as per rules. The number of seats may increase based on the decision of RCI,

2) Hostel facility available at Secunderabad and Kolkata and in Navi Mumbai.
3) Students of North east states and foreign students will be considered against supernumerary seats for applicable

4) Applications for Government of India Scholarships/State Government Scholarships will be forwarded to respective

5) Candidates appearing for the final examination are also eligible to apply for admission into the courses. However, the
candidates have to produce certificates of declaration of results from the concerned University at the time of
counseling, falling which admission will not be considered even though they have qualified in the entrance

6) Admission into the courses will be based on entrance examination conducted by Osmania University and for the

Notification & Prospectus-cum-Application Forms with Cost of applications, intake capacity, Admn. Fee can be
downloaded from NIEPID website: www.niepid.nic.in. In case of any queries please write to email:
nimhacademics@gmail.comor contacton Ph. No.: 040-27751741-745, Mob. No.: 9949489527, 9491055760

DY. DIRECTOR (ADMN.)

Notes:-

and Company's website (www.gailonline.com).

ratio of one equity share for every one equity share held.

Place : New Delhi
Date : 24.06.2020

Website : www.gailonline.com

4. Figures forthe previous periods have beenregrouped, wherever necessary, to conform to the current period's classification.

CIN: L40200DL1984G01018976

New

Delhi

1. The above isan extract of the detailed format of financial results for the Quarter and Financial Year ended 31st March 2020 filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of SEBI
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THE OUTBREAK 1o

Cases surge but testing

No clear picture on what will happen in the days
to come, but Delhi in a comfortable situation in
terms of hospital beds, says Chief Minister

MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

AT FIRST GLANCE, the numbers tell a scary
story — of Delhi surpassing Mumbai to be-
come the city with the highest Covid-19
casesin the country. And the fact thata third
of the capital’s 70,390 cases have been
recorded in the past week.

A closer look at the capital’s evolving
Covid response, though, suggests that the
surge in cases is closely tied to significantly
increased testing — 1.08 lakh tests, more than
afourth of the total, have been conducted in
the corresponding period. So far, the city has
tested over 4.2 lakh people using the RT-PCR
as well as rapid antigen testing kits.

The number of hospital beds has also in-
creased in the past two weeks — from 8,800
on June 10 to 13,400 on Tuesday.

The biggest push on this front has come
in the form of private hospitals being ordered
to set aside at least 20% beds for Covid pa-
tients. The government's five-member com-
mittee to look into preparedness had said
that the city will need 15,000 beds by June
15 to cater to patients within the city. At pres-
ent, of the 13,400 beds across hospitals, 6,203
are occupied.

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, while vis-
iting a banquet hall which has been turned
into a 100-bed facility with oxygen support
for moderately-ill patients, said that while
there was no clear picture on what will hap-
penin the days to come, Delhi wasina com-

1.08 lakh tests were conducted
in the past week — more thana
fourth of the total 4.2 lakh tests

fortable situation in terms of hospital beds.

“On Tuesday, there were 6,200 patients
in hospitals. On Wednesday, the number re-
mained similar. At present, we don’t know
what the future holds; we have sufficient
beds to cater to patients,” he said.

According to Delhi government officials,
the city’s focus is not on cumulative cases.
“We have, for at least a month now, been fo-
cused on care for serious patients and mak-
ing sure help reaches whoever is in need on
time. We always knew that as soon as the
testing figures go up, so will overall cases. But
if you are quarantined in your home and have
no or mild symptoms, you will be fine,” said
asenior district administration official.

The city is expected to add another 2,000
beds in a care facility at the Radha Soami
grounds in Chattarpur by Friday — a rare in-
stance of the Centre and state collaborating.
Once fully operational, the facility will have
10,000 beds.

The biggest challenge for the govern-
ment, though, is to get doctors and nurses,
and staff to help with contact tracing.

“We need to get more personnel or im-
portant jobs such as contact tracing and
screening will suffer, potentially leading to a
cluster of cases,” said a district magistrate.

THREE MONTHS ON, HOW CITY IS PLACED
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As Centre
takes charge,
key officers

in Covid fight
keep changing

MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

AS THE Centre starts to wield more power
in the capital during the Covid pandemic, a
side-effect, officials say, has been shuffling
of officers from one department to another,
“without keeping the state government in
the loop”.

Since the first week of June, Delhi has
seen three nodal officers for Covid response.
Additional Chief Secretary (Home, Services)
Satya Gopal was the coordinating officer till
June 7, when Vikram Dutt Dev was ap-
pointed Principal Secretary (Health) and
was also made the nodal officer. On June 20,
however, Dev was replaced as the nodal of-
ficer by B S Bhalla, who holds the charge of
Principal Secretary (Home).

In Delhi, which is not a full state and has
a special status while being a Union
Territory, the services department comes
under the Centre, through the Lieutenant
Governor. This means the power to appoint
or transfer officers falls with the L-G. Over
the past few years, the Delhi government
has sparred with the Centre over the issue
several times.

Senior officials said the frequent changes
had affected the working of different de-
partments.

“In the last three months, key officers in-
volved in managing the crisis have been fre-
quently changed without taking the senior
elected members into confidence. The re-
moval of officers without any evident rea-
son is affecting the functioning and morale.
It is also disturbing the chain of command
as every new officer has to first get a hang of
all the ongoing efforts,” said a senior officer,
who did not wish to be named.

Officials also claimed that not only are
the elected representatives not consulted
at the time of transferring or appointing
anew officer, they are also not informed of
meetings being held by senior bureau-

crats.

DELHINOW CITY WITH MOST COVID CASES
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The Shenai banquet hall opposite Lok Nayak hospital has been converted into a 100-bed Covid facility. Tashi Tobgyal

Key to Covid fight: Recovery rate almost 60%

Behind trend, change in Health Ministry guidelines for mild and pre-symptomatic cases, more testing

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

TEN DAYS ago, when the national recovery rate
was over 50%, Delhi was struggling — on June
11, the city’s recovery rate dropped to 37% from
close to 50% a few days ago. On Wednesday
though, the capital’s recovery rate was 58.8%,
marginally above the national rate of 56.7%.

Delhi first hit the 2,000-plus daily case
mark on July 12. Since then, except on two
days, the number has remained above 2,000,
and has been consistently hitting the 3,000-
plus figure for the past five days.

But the number of patients that have re-
covered has also climbed steadily. Of the
41,437 patients who have recovered so far,
48%did soin the past week. The biggest jump
in this number was seen on June 20, when
Delhi government data shows 7,725 people
recovered in a single day.

Among the reasons for this increase is the
change in the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare guidelines for mild or pre-sympto-
matic cases. The ministry said that such peo-
ple, who are admitted in Covid care centres,
canbedischarged after “10 days of symptom
onsetand no fever for three days”. The patient
is then advised to isolate at home for 7 days.

On ground, L-G order yet to take off

MALLICA JOSHI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

AMID RISING cases in Delhi,a new order by L-
G Anil Bajjal, making it mandatory for all pos-
itive patients to visit a Covid care centre for
an assessment of their condition, has led to
new problems. As per official data, 6,856 peo-
ple tested positive on June 21-22, but only 438
turned up at care centres the next two days.

In his order, Baijal, who also heads the
Delhi Disaster Management Authority, said
all those who test positive have to report to
Covid care centres for assessment, after which
they will either be asked to isolate at home
or assigned to a hospital or care centre.

The Delhi government has opposed
Baijal’s order, with Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia raising it with the Centre and L-G.

On Wednesday evening, Kejriwal said the
Centre’s order was like “detention” for Covid
patients: “Many Covid patients, who have mild
orno symptoms, have reached out to me. If po-
lice or administration takes such people away;,
itislike detention for 15 days. If an elderly par-
entisathome and has tested positive but does-
n’thave any symptoms, they can be taken care

Govt pointed to shortage of ambulances
to ferry patients to care centres

of properly at home. This order is not correct.
If people can be cured at home, we should let
them sstay... Earlier, government doctors would
gototheirhomesand assessifthey need tobe
inhospital, care centres or athome... The Centre
has ordered that those who test positive will
have to go to Covid centres. Why should a per-
son with fever stand in line? [ request the
Centre, which has been offering support and
working with us, that this order be taken back.”

Sisodia also wrote to Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, saying the new protocol was not
beneficial to patients or the administration:

“Ever since a visit to a Covid care centre has
been made mandatory, patients are suffering.
Their first concern is how they will reach a
Covid care centre for assessment and if they
are assigned home isolation, how they will go
back... Delhiis seeing 3,000-4,000 cases aday.
From where will we get ambulances to take
all these people to Covid centres?”

“For the district administration and health
department teams... this job is nearly impos-
sible...Irequest that youdirect the .-G and do
away with this protocol... otherwise this rule
will lead to chaos in the city,” he wrote.

In his order, the L-G also said the services
of acall centre hired by the Delhi government
would be discontinued and a new mechanism
putin place. Butanew call centre has notbeen
appointed so far,and district-level officials are
making calls and ensuring contact tracing and
testing. “Because people have now been asked
toreportto Covid care centres, and the call cen-
tre is not reaching out to them in 24 hours,
many have noidea what they are supposed to
do after testing positive. District-level officials
are trying to contact as many people as possi-
ble, but shortage of manpower and ambu-
lancesisreal... Anew protocol at a time like this
has created utter chaos,” said a senior govern-
ment official, who did not want to be named.

503 CoACHES BEING READIED ACROSS 9 RAILWAY STATIONS

Shakurbasti’s railway coaches finally get first set of patients

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

ISOLATION COACHES set up by the Railways
in the capital rolled into operation
Wednesday, with the first few patients be-
ing admitted to the isolation facility at
Shakurbasti railway station.

The first patient to be admitted to the fa-
cility isa 31-year-old resident of West Delhi’s
JainNagar. According to officials, he shifted to
the train isolation facility after testing posi-
tive as he was living in a paying guest facility
and not at home. A second patient was also
admitted later in the day.

The Railways has placed 503 isolation
coaches across nine railway stations in the
city. The Shakurbasti facility is the first

among these to become functional. The high-
est number of such coaches have been put
in place at Anand Vihar railway station,
which are yet to become operational.

According to a Delhi state government
official coordinating the facility, the opera-
tion is a joint effort between three agencies
— the Railways, the Army and the Delhi gov-
ernment. “The basic infrastructure and
maintenance are being looked after by the
Railways. The doctors, nurses and ambu-
lances are being provided by the Army. The
logistics are being provided by Bhagwan
Mahavir Hospital, Pitampura, and all the co-
ordination is being done by the Delhi gov-
ernment,” said the official.

Bhagwan Mahavir Hospital will provide
medicine and medical equipment, and look
after coach sanitisation and waste disposal.

On Wednesday, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said that while the number of cases
in Delhi has risen over the past few weeks,
the number of people requiring hospitalisa-
tion has not gone up by as much.

“On Tuesday, there were 6,200 people in
hospitals. The number is more or less the
same today. Delhi has seen 4,000 new cases
in 24 hours but the number of beds occupied
is about the same. This means two things —
one that corona in Delhi is not very severe.
People are being infected and are recovering
athome. It also says that the number of peo-
ple going back from hospitals is about the
same as those being admitted,” he said.

Experts believe that one of the factors
that might be leading to the high recovery
and low hospitalisation rates is the amount
of testing underway in the capital.

“As Delhi detects more cases, the number
thatis mild or asymptomatic also seems to be
going up. Since the testing pool is wider now,
there will be more people who are asympto-
matic and recovering quickly. Also, many peo-
ple who tested positive earlier have completed
14 daysinisolation and recovered. We are still
not testing a lot of asymptomatic people but
the numbers are higher in Delhi,” said Dr
Shobha Broor, former head of the microbiol-
ogy department at AIIMS.

100 days on, Lok Nayak says
docs have same enthusiasm

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

ANTICIPATING A surge in admissions, Delhi
government’s Lok Nayak Hospital will add
500 ICU beds to its existing strength by July
10. The 2,000-bed hospital has 80 ICU beds
at present, which will be expanded to 150 by
June 30.

The central Delhi hospital completed 100
days as a Covid facility Wednesday. On
March 17, when it saw its first suspected
Covid case, only 20 beds were earmarked
for patients. Since then, it has provided treat-
ment to 5,777 patients, of which 2,700 have
recovered.

“Our doctors are working with the same
enthusiasm and are trying to provide the
best treatment to all. I even tested positive
for Covid myself but never felt demoti-
vated,” said Lok Nayak medical director Dr
Suresh Kumar.

Lok Nayak has also started procuring
antiviral drugs Remdesivir and Favipiravir.
“We have also administered tocilizumab
to 20 patients and results have been suc-

Railaay Doz
Coved Cans Cenlep
EhakerkasT

The coaches are meant for patients with very mild or mild symptoms. Gajendra Yadav

New Delhi

cessful,” said a senior doctor about the im-
munosuppressant, commonly used to
treat rheumatoid arthritis. He said ap-
proval for using the drug was received
from DGCI.

It has also conducted plasma therapy on
20 patients.

Attached with Maulana Azad Medical
College, the hospital had faced initial hic-
cups while converting into a Covid-only —
from shortage of PPEs to accommodation
for staff.

“The initial days were tough, but things
improved. None of us had ever worn a
PPE... Training was arranged to make
healthcare workers understand its use,” Dr
Parv Mittal, president of resident doctors’
association, said.

On the occasional videos of patients
complaining about admission woes or im-
proper care, Dr Ritu Saxena, head of the
emergency ward, said: “I broke down in my
office three times as the pressure was get-
ting to me. But the next moment, | was guid-
ing patients standing outside the emer-
gency. My husband has been coming to the
hospital with me for moral support.”

These isolation coaches are meant for pa-
tients with very mild or mild symptoms, and
they will be shifted to a Covid healthcare cen-
tre if their health condition deteriorates.

According to a railways spokesperson,
apart from platform cleaning and sanitisa-
tion, electricity, water, catering, and security
in the premises, the Railways is also provid-
ing oxygen cylinders in the coaches and have
set up an emergency control room at the site.

There have been concerns about the non-
AC isolation coaches getting too hot for pa-
tients in the summer. “The coaches at
Shakurbasti have been placed under a shed,
so they are shaded from direct sunlight,and
fans have been provided in each coupe for
optimum air circulation and better temper-
ature control,” said Northern Railways CPRO
Deepak Kumar.
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GOVT & POLITICS

‘India of today is not India of 1962’

SENIOR CONGRESS leader and
former defence minister A K
ANTONY speaks to MANOJ CG
about the situation in Ladakh
and his assessment of the way
forward.

As former defence minister,
what is your assessment of
the situation in Ladakh?

The Chinese army is still there
in the Galwan Valley area. Their
constructions are there. Even
though they are not doing any-
thing more, their constructions
are still there. They are yet to be
dismantled. Chinese army is there
in the Pangong Tso lake area too
and every day they are fortifying.
They are there in Hot Springs also.
Galwan Valley was never a point
of dispute. Over the years, the
Indian Army and Chinese army
have identified more than a
dozendisputed areas. But Galwan
Valley was never adisputed area.
It is Indian territory. Our sover-
eignty was undisputed. During
UPA I, we started constructing
theroad to Galwan Valley. At that
time, there was no objection from
the Chinese side. Suddenly, they
have come in large numbers and
pushed into the Indian area,
whichended in the tragic martyr-
dom of 20 brave soldiers.

China, you said, did not
object to construction of
the road. So, what in your
view is the reason for the
present standoff?

Even though from 1962 on-
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wards, all along there had been
incursions along the more than
4000-km-long India-China bor-
der. Incursions happened during
the period of all governments.
But 1975 onwards, we also
started strengthening infrastruc-
ture on the Chinese border.
Successive governments
strengthened the infrastructure.
Infrastructure was strengthened
the most during UPATand II. UPA
I and II spent the maximum
amount on defence. From 2006
onwards, we more than doubled
the defence expenditure. We
constructed more roads, more
bridges, purchased hundreds of
Sukhoi aircraft, MiG 29, we de-
cided to form strike corps based
in Panagarh in Kolkata, raised
two more mountain divisions in
Tezpur and Rangapahar. We
bought transport aircraft like C-
17 and C-130... Now the Indian
armed forces are well equipped
and can face any challenge.

There were incursions during
the UPA period too.

[ told you... incursions had
been taking place since 1962 be-
cause the border is unsettled. A
serious incursion took place dur-
ing the UPA period in Depsang in
2013 and then in Chumar in
2014. It took 21 days in 2013...
they had come in large num-
bers... put tents and every-
thing... there was face to face
scuffle... but after 21 days... af-
ter military and diplomatic-level
discussions they went back.

ST

CLAMOUR GROWS

THE CHORUS has begun. Taking a cue from senior leaders like
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot, who urged Rahul
Gandhi to return as Congress president at the CWC meeting
Tuesday, some Congress functionaries Wednesday wrote to
Congress president Sonia Gandhi with the same demand.
While former Rajya Sabha MP Hussain Dalwai argued that
Rahul is the most acceptable face as a leader, AICC secretary
Challa Vamshi Chand Reddy said Rahul is that one voice and
the right person to represent and address national challenges.
Dalwai has written that Rahul has dared to raise many cru-
cialissues while no leader from any other party dared to raise
issues that affect the whole country.

JD(U)and HAM(S).

CLEAR MESSAGE

WITH THE opposition Congress targeting the government over
the LACissue, the BJP seems to have decided to communicate
its position to its supporters. It has asked its leaders to find ways
to convince the cadre that the government is doing everything
to protect the nation whereas it was the mismanagement of
past Congress governments that led to the current problems.
On Wednesday, party MP and former Union minister
Rajyavardhan Rathore, also a retired Army officer, did a
Facebook Live with people in Rajasthan to explain the border
situation. He said it was important to know the history, geog-
raphy, Chinese intentions, why such transgressions are hap-
pening and Chinese strategies to understand the situation. He
too blamed Jawaharlal Nehru for the troubles at the border.

PoOLL SEASON

GEARING UP for the Bihar elections, the BJP has taken extra
care over caste equations while picking its nominees for MLC
polls. The party has named its media co-head Sanjay Mayukh,
who belongs to an upper caste, a key support base of the BJP,
for the second time. It has also nominated Samrat Choudhary;,
aformer minister in the Rabri Devi government. A Kushwaha
by caste, Choudhary is expected to keep the backward caste
support base consolidated for the BJP-JD(U) alliance in the
state. Kushwaha is an influential OBC community in Bihar.
Before joining the BJPin 2017, Choudhary had stints in the RJD,

Probe agreement between
Cong and CPC: pleain SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

A LAWYER and a journalist on
Wednesday approached the
Supreme Court seeking a probe
into an “agreement” signed be-
tween the Indian National
Congress and Communist Party Of
ChinainBeijing on August 7,2008.

In their petition, advocate
Shashank Shekhar Jha and jour-

nalist Savio Rodrigues claimed
that despite hostile relations
with China, the Congress signed
the agreement when it was rul-
ing the country as part of a coali-
tion, and hid the facts and details
of the agreement.

Rodrigues alleged that he
urged the Congress to make de-
tails of the agreement public but
“no heed was shown in that re-
spect which shows the malafide
intention of the Respondents”.

THEEXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH

A K ANTONY
CONG LEADER, FORMER
DEFENCE MINISTER

“Itis the duty of the PM
tocomeout witha
categorical public
statement that the
government will do
everything to restore
status quo ante”

Status quo ante was restored. In
2014... Chumar also... after mil-
itary and diplomatic-level dis-
cussions... they went back. The
status quo ante was restored.

What went wrong this time?

First of all, nobody imagined
there would be a betrayal from
China in the Galwan Valley area.
The whole country was under the
euphoria of the Mahabalipuram
discussions with the Chinese
President. Galwan Valley was
neverapointof dispute.Itis abe-
trayal by China. It is for the gov-
ernment to see to it that our sov-
ereignty is protected.

What could the government
have done to avoid the
bloodshed?

When both the armies were
discussing disengagement, they
attacked us. It is betrayal. Now
we have to think about the fu-
ture. Strengthen the armed
forces. The ultimate aim should
be that status quo ante should be
restored.

BJP president ] P Nadda has
said that during UPA time,
43,000 km of Indian territory
was surrendered to the
Chinese and between 2010
and 2013 there were some
600 incursions?

Totally false. Incursions were
there all along since 1962. Even
before 1962, there were incur-
sions. But this kind of major incur-
siondid not take place during our
time. InDepsang and Chumar, sta-
tus quo ante was restored.

How do you deal with China?
India of today is not India of
1962... Now the armed forces are

well equipped to meet any chal-
lenge. In UPA 11, I found some
change in Chinese priority. That
iswhy in Depsang and Chumar...
they came into our territory and
after persuasion they went back.
At that time, their priority was
their conflict in the South China
Sea. They were trying to com-
pletely bring it under their con-
trol. They were more concerned
about Taiwan, Hong Kong,
Xinjiang. But again, suddenly
they have changed their priority.
That way this is unprece-
dented... attack on a territory
which is undisputed. During
UPAII, whenever there was a dis-
pute they used to go back to their
original position... were willing
to have a peaceful settlement...
but now they have changed their
priority suddenly. There is some-
thing deep which we have to as-
sess. The government needs to
study this deeply.

The BJP says the Congress is
against Narendra Modi and
not China... how did the
Congress sign an MoU with
Chinese Communist Party?
Earlier, only the Congress was
going for the Chinese
Communist Party meetings.
After the Modi government
came, they (the BJP) also started
sending their representatives.
Both the BJP and the Congress
are friendly with Chinese
Communist Party. Everyone for-
gets that the only chief minister
in India who was invited to

Army Chief General Manoj Mukund Naravane interacts with troops while reviewing
operational situation on the ground, in eastern Ladakh on Wednesday. P11

Chinese aggression at LAC
premeditated: US Congressman

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI,JUNE24

DEMOCRATIC US Congressman
Brad Sherman, who is a senior
member of the powerful House
Foreign Affairs Committee, on
Wednesday described as “pre-
meditated” the Chinese aggres-
sion in which 20 Indian troops
died in the Galwan Valley on
June 15.

Thisis the strongest statement
sofar from the US. The US admin-
istration had so far just condoled
the deaths. US Secretary of State
Michael R Pompeo, the senior-
most Cabinet minister from the
Trump administration, had
tweeted “condolences”.

Sherman, who represents
California’s San Fernando Valley,
on Wednesday tweeted, “Good
speaking with India’s
Ambassador @SandhuTaranjitS
today. I offered my condolences to
the Ambassador for the approx.
20 troops who died as a result of
premeditated Chinese aggression
at the actual line of control in
Ladakh last week.”

‘Our claim is not just LAC — our claim

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

INDIA WILL assert itself on the
ground over its perception of the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) and
continue to claim Aksai Chineven
as it engages with China diplo-
matically, BJP general secretary
Ram Madhav said on Wednesday.

Madhav also took on the
Opposition, particularly targeting
the Congress for not addressing
the issue under earlier govern-
ments led by the party.

Brad Sherman

“We also spoke in general re
strengthening the US.-Indiarela-
tionship,” he said.

Sherman is currently serving
his twelfth term in Congress and
has served in the House of
Representatives since 1997. Over
the last few months, he has been
very active commenting on
Kashmir, the NRC, and had met
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar in December last year
along with other Congressmen.

In October last year, Sherman
chaired atwo-and-a-half-hour US
Congressional hearing, since heis
chairman of the House
Subcommittee on Asia, on the
topic “Human Rights in South
Asia: Views from the State

Speaking at a webinar organ-
ised by RSS mouthpiece
Panchjanya on the LAC issue,
Madhav said: “India will continue
to stand firm on the ground. We
want peace, but not of the grave-
yard. We have close to 60 roads
under construction (in the region),
and that work will go on. Our
claim is not just the LAC — our
claim goes beyond that. After J&K
and Ladakh were declared Union
Territories, their maps include
PoK, Gilgit Baltistan and
Aksai Chin.

“We continue to claim Aksai

Department and the Region”.

Several Congress membersin-
cluding Indian-American Pramila
Jayapal, Sheila Jackson Lee (who s
amember of the Pakistan caucus)
and Ilhan Omar questioned Alice
Wells, then Assistant Secretary of
State for South and Central Asian
Affairs,and Robert Destro, Assistant
Secretary of State for Democracy,
Human Rights and Labour.

Sherman, who began the
hearing by describing Kashmir as
the “most dangerous flashpointin
the world”, had said thathe has for
years condemned the terrorist at-
tacks in Kashmir and spoken
about the Kashmiri pandits. He
had said thatIndia’s decision with
respect to scrapping Article 370
was notindirect response tothese
terrorist attacks.

Besides Kashmir, the NRC is-
sue had also come up for discus-
sion, and as Sherman had asked
whether it is a serious legislative
proposal or a “crackpot idea”,
Destro responded: “It is a serious
legislative proposal.” When
Sherman asked “have we con-
demned it?”, Destro replied, “We
are doing it right here.”

Ram Madhav, Ram Lal

Chin, and we have to be firm on
our perception of LAC.”

Madhav argued that India is
facing such a situation because
people had not tried to under-
stand China from “tactical and

China four times was Narendra
Modi. He met the Chinese
President 18 or 19 times. The
Congress has categorically said
that we are one with the govern-
ment and the armed forces
when it comes to protecting the
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of the country. We will do
everything to support the armed
forces. That has been the
Congress tradition.

What next for the
government?

The country is watching...
whether at the end of the con-
flict, the government is able to
restore status quo ante. And it
was the Prime Minister who said
there are no outsiders in Indian
territory. It was a shock to me
and to the whole country. The
Chinese army is still in the
Galwan Valley and their con-
struction s there. They are there
in Hot Springs... They are there
up to Finger 4. Every day they are
fortifying. Even now the mili-
tary-level talks are only on
Galwan Valley. They are not say-
ing anything about Pangong Tso.
The Indian Army has told them
that the Chinese must vacate
from all the occupied areas and
the PM has made such a state-
ment. It is the duty of the PM to
come out with a categorical pub-
lic statement that the govern-
ment will do everything to re-
store status quo ante. Let him
publicly and categorically say
that.

Army Chief
awards five
soldiers for
Pangong T'so,
Galwan grit

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

FIVE INDIAN soldiers were on
Wednesday awarded
‘Commendation Cards’ by Army
Chief General M M Naravane for
demonstrating exemplary grit
and courage in dealing with
Chinese troops in two separate
clashes in Pangong Tso and
Galwan Valley in eastern Ladakh,
sources said.

The Army Chief visited for-
ward areas in eastern Ladakh to
meet the troops and held a de-
tailed briefing in Leh about the
situation on ground.

General M M Naravane
reached Ladakh on Tuesday, ac-
companied by Northern Army
Commander Lt Gen YK Joshi.

The Army chief is scheduled
to visit other forward areas in
eastern Ladakh on Thursday as
partof his tour to review the on-
ground military preparedness.
This is his first trip to the region
after Indian Army lost 20 soldiers
in Galwan Valley on June 15.

The Army Chief reviewed the
overall security situation in the
region with Northern Army
Commander Lt Gen YK Joshi,
commander of the 14 Corps Lt
Gen Harinder Singh and other
senior Army officials on both
Tuesday and Wednesday,
sources said.

“General M M Naravane
#COAS visited forward areas in
Eastern #Ladakh and reviewed
operational situation on the
ground. #COAS commended the
troops for their high morale and
exhorted them to continue
working with zeal and enthusi-
asm,” the Army said in a tweet.

General M M Naravane's visit
to the region came in the midst
of Chinarapidly increasing num-
ber of troops and weaponry
along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in the eastern Ladakh re-
gion, including in Pangong Tso,
Galwan Valley and Gogra Hot
Spring.

strategic point of view”. He said,
“China thinks differently com-
pared to other countries. It has
border issues with 13-14 coun-
tries. It believes in continuing to
gain territory without engaging
inwar.”

He said: “Today, the Opposition
asksusaboutborder violations, but
it has not started in 2020. In 2013,
when the Chinese entered 19-20
km inside and there was standoff,
nothingwas being done and ques-
tions were raised in Parliament.
(Then PM) Manmohan Singh
merely said there are differing per-

New Delhi

India lost thousands
of kms due to
misadventures of
one family: Nadda

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

A DAY after the Congress
Working Committee sought de-
tails about the situation along
the Line of Actual Control, BJP
president ] P Nadda Wednesday
targeted the opposition party, al-
leging that India has lost thou-
sands of kilometres of land due
to the misadventures of one dy-
nasty, referring to the Nehru-
Gandhi family.

Inaseries of tweets targeting
the Congress, Nadda said itis the
opposition’s right to ask ques-
tions and the all-party meeting
with the Prime Minister last
week saw healthy deliberations
with several opposition leaders
giving their valuable inputs.
“One family was an exception.
Any guesses who?” he tweeted
without naming anyone. The BJP
president said other parties
backed the government.

A day after the CWC sought
details about the situation along
the LAC and the India-China
face-off, Nadda tweeted, “Due to
the misadventures of one dy-
nasty: we lost thousands of
square kilometres of land. The
Siachen glacier was almost gone.
And much more. No wonder
India has rejected them.”

The ruling BJP and the opposi-
tion Congress have been engaged
in a public spat over the violent
face-off — between the Indian
and Chinese side in Ladakh’s

‘A dynast throws tantrums
and his courtiers peddle
that fake narrative’

Galwan Valley on June 15 —in
which 20 Indian soldiers were
killed. The BJP government had
maintained that there have been
no incursions but attempted
transgressions across the LACand
they were cleared. But the
Congress wanted to know what
led to the death of soldiers.

The BJP president further
said that a “rejected and ejected
dynasty is NOT equal to the en-
tire opposition. One dynasty’s in-
terests are not India’s interests.
Today, the nation is united and
supportive of armed forces. This
is the time for unity and solidar-
ity. Relaunch of the scion and for
the nth time can wait”.

Inanother tweet, Nadda said,
“One ‘royal’ dynasty and the
‘loyal’ courtiers have a grand
delusion of the opposition being
about one dynasty. A dynast
throws tantrums and his
courtiers peddle that fake narra-
tive. Latest one relates to the op-
position asking questions to the
government.”

CALLS FOR HOUSE SPECIAL SESSION

Cong questions govt
over BJP MP’s claims
of Chinese incursion
in Arunachal Pradesh

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JUNE 24

IN THE wake of the standoff
betweenIndianand Chinese forces
in eastern Ladakh, the Congress
Wednesday sought to corner the
government over claims about
Chinese incursions in Arunachal
Pradesh by a BJP MP from that
state. The opposition party asked
the government to come cleanon
the issue and demanded the con-
vening of a special session of
Parliament to discuss issues such
as national security.

Facing criticism from the BJP for
its attack on the government, the
Congress has also decided to ob-
serve ‘Shaheedon Ko Salaam Divas’
(martyrs’ day) on June 26. The
party will hold candlelight vigils
and launch an online campaign
called ‘Speak Up For Our Jawans'.

Addressinga press conference,
senior party leader Manish Tewari
said that Tapir Gao, BJP MP from
Arunachal East, has said in a tele-
visioninterview that the “People’s
Liberation Army, on both sides of
the Subansiri river in Asapila and
Longju sectors in the upper
Subansiri district of Arunachal
Pradesh, have occupied territory
on the Indian side of the
McMahon Line”.

Tewari said that according to
Gao, the Chinese Army had con-
structed bridges, roads, houses
and helipads at Asapilaand Majha
areas in the district.

“Gao further goes on to say
that the PLA has occupied a base of
the Indian Army...Remember the
Prime Minister of India at the all-
party meeting had said that no

Manish Tewari, Tapir Gao

posts of the Indian Army have
been occupied by the People’s
Liberation Army. Gao seems to
contradict the Prime Minister...
“This is the not the first time
that Gao has made these revela-
tions...These are extremely seri-
ous claims,” Tewari said.
Congress Lok Sabha MP from
Assam Gaurav Gogoi asked the
government to be more vigilantin
the Northeast and borders.“We de-
mand that the Government of
India does not look at whatis hap-
pening in Arunachal Pradesh or
Ladakh as isolated incidents. This
isagrand design and this needs to
beresponded...” he said.Healsode-
manded conveningofaspecial ses-
sionof Parliament, keepingin mind
both social distancing and the im-
portance of national security.
Tewari slammed the govern-
ment for not allowing
Parliamentary Standing
Committees tomeet virtually. “Itis
extremely unfortunate while you
can have Russia, India, China tri-
lateral summits virtually, while
the G-20can be held virtually and
all-party meetings on China can
be held virtually, this Government
haswalked the extramile in order
tohide behind rules,inorder toes-
cape Parliamentary oversight...”

goes beyond that’

ceptions of the LAC between the
two countries. Now we are insist-
ingonourownership of LAC,aswe
perceiveit.”

He said, “We are engaging
with China diplomatically but on
ground we are assertive. We are
not letting China get away with
semi-permanent structures on
our territory. Unlike in the past,
we are not turning our jeep
around and coming back. We are
confronting and pushing (them)
back.”

RSS leader and former BJP
general secretary Ram Lal, who

made the introductory remarks,
said: “There some handmaidens
of China who keep justifying
Chinese actions here... They try to
bring morale of the forces down.”
“WTO agreements are notap-
plicable on people. Today even a
small child knows Chinese prod-
ucts are not to be purchased.
China has been forced to think
that if it does anything more and
India’s people go against it, theen-
tire market will go out of its hand
and it will be in economic trou-
ble,” hesaid. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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mother’s name has been 08418, Resettlement Colony, Kiyala, i [ ! e b : - A
changed from Asmat Igbal Jan E.ivé%?:sﬁ;gns?h’%%?{]BmT;{?leurl "DE:;EL;:F"?”:EHS:& g b Bo| kL, pRRCHILLA K0P HOL -1 u:&;;ﬂ;-’”" il i iy ﬂ&?ﬁ:f P": Aoy g ORI | iy et g | ”gﬁm i |
to Asmat Ajaz Banday.Anybody from theirSonSh Rafk K, s wite Smt. R = absde ¢ 04-074 GOF N0 1227, HIThCL 1ILD CATED: Tre: et fife of onlne bl siomison B mdeendad up | Lo | OL7E-25EE7E0 |
having any objection to this Rukiya Khan, their Legal heirs & their EHH2, 1 i 4 4 JINERL, FARCHILA 31 A A b1 10, A0S g by 130 s Sbbpes i fweea i pn argn (e st g i)
effect shall inform the assnciates, disowned & debarred al of them 2020 upte 1700 Hrs, i} Onbre; A P T e TR E T - P 1
e from all his moveable & immovable Corkgiredon 1) Eadercahs of S daie of ook b L7 3-25ERTED
COnCer.ned.WIthm Sever’.l days properties with immediate effect because o Sohmbssion of obids @ G5 5 1 EHL ERRCTILA HHFIAS DATID TM.05. H120 s upto 03072000 uptn 1700 bes {Estimeted Rt v P gL & AL
fpublication, after which no harassment, torture, cruelty & atrocities - § . preingan g i
orpublication, Y committed by them against my client. Any 2050 up w0 AT.00 Hrs: (i el of Wkl BPABL Lacs) !
objection will be entertained. person dealng withthem, shell be ding s w of Flicasion bid FT . G2 IOy P =0 {1 Extenaing doeng Gele i 02 00 2020 B mhiaies of Py e T EIGET -
at their own risk, cost & consequences. My Dpeevrg of pre quakicaion bid 1] CASTeTS, IHISAR [ BB 1 IEAT Pro-Ba jrsa trkal I T IR ] I
0020407450-1 client shall not be rehspnnsihle inany A0-0T- 2080 12,30 Mrs. | I—— 1 LAk BEC TISET) - T - | — --|1‘|-:'5‘\il- '-T:-T.‘:?_ —
— manner for the same. e R — 2 |
I, Tolly Mathew W/o Mr.K.K. Siju, Advocate A. K. Verma T DHEVH, RERWA MIT M2, |/SETOR. (RiWR/2060-21, Dede eended ug o 06 072060 T serdhanbenfgnalom |
R/0-135/11, Pratap Nagar, ‘g‘:g,aD%, Janakpuri !
Gurugram(Haryana),have NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY | Hiring o | Mo Bobess IEEP for the Ovn SDO{0P] Girg |
changed my minor daughter R, S vk UH NN Goben, To exfind Swe (lae of rarglid 15 SR TALED |
LEONA ROSLIN to LEONA SIJU. PUBLIC NOTICE TENDER NOTICE E LB PRRCHELLS KIT M GHH-12200-21 & 3 OTHERS asentanee of B 35 29.06.2035 - 1:00 FH & opening of rovrd, LT Eng renanuhtsTaana S gTaiLeon |
Be it known to general public at large that Following E- Tenders are invited by DRM Bt it D00 B vt et ey, <+ OTHERS | |
0040540179-3 my client Mr. Sanjesh Kumar Sharma Slo (WA) NWR/Ajmer at 15.00 Hrs. on the o
I, Sumeet Kumarson of A K Late. Sh. Babu Ram & Smt. Kavita Sharma mentioned date. Tender No. 103/2020, 81434/HRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
Shukla, resident of SNCO ‘éwf,f;snﬁe;h g::‘gos::r?:crﬁqgl;xi‘rﬁ' Name of work : Deep Screening work
Mess, MCC, air force station, D;Ihi-ss has severed her all reatons znd and carrying out ancillary works in ; .II n “ ?n “ n 'E ““ E
Basant Nagar, New Delhi- disowned her son Rydham Sharma from connection with deep screening of -
110010 have changed my name all her movable & immovable properties due tr:ck by B:MSZS-SO KrR- in Almetr- TENDER NOTICE
from Sumeet Kumar to Sumeet to their misconduct and bad activities. My Chittaurgar ection. Approximate :
Kumar Shukla vide affidavit client and her other family members shall cost: Rs. 57,99,918.44 Earnest money : OPENING DATE | AMOUNT / EMD WEBSITE OF THE BOARD NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
dated 22/06/2020 before delhi. m;tg;e aLets?:nflet:Lerefo;\ naynypevggr:]?gl da:; }1?55017 ; gg)(;)(?l._oodTen;ezglI;l)zs(i)r;g [’)‘late : i': BO&R:?C';EI(;:MUTH NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER CLO(S'::‘:E?ATE (AP:&?EXE_% IN CORP./AUTH DETATLS/EMAIL
. .07, , lender No. , Name 2 "
0050165796-1 ith th hall b If onsible. . R [~
— MO S S Gupt (avocate) gr work : Rehabiitation | Rebuilding | HSAM BOARD, | ANNUAL REPAIR OF HEAD OFFICE BUILDING & CAVPUS, SECTORG, PANCHKULA | CLOSGDATE | o, ., TR 0722871280
I, Rambir Singh No 9096582N, Ch.No. D208, Krtardooma Cour Do |~ SHengTHenne | RepEemen | epar ! PANCHKULA | 6 OTHER WORKS 09.07.2020 : s xenpanchiuda.hsamb@amal.com
%?grﬁttr;;? m;,cs/gnssg?od section. Approximate cost : Rs. % HUPAL, SHTWANT AUGMENTATION OF 20/25 MVA 132/33 KV T/F T-L WITH40/50 MV, 132/33 KV | CLOSING DATE 160 LACS T T—Y 01/2:2583/89
correct name & DOB is Pramod PUBLIC NOTICE 7,16,85,207.97 Earnest money :Rs. POWER T/F AT 132 KV 5/STN. HVPNL, BERLA TENDER ID:- 2020_HBC_132561_1). | 27.06.2020 ; ; E pro@ivpn.org.n
Kumar Chhillar & DOBis (WITHOUT ROOF RIGHTS oUT|  [0.08:400.00 Tender Closing Date 3 25/31.5MVA POWER TRANSFORMER BOAN | yor nore | ity gnargin AHE S
05.10.2002 and my wife OF AREENOLD BUILT UP 1?-0763320:;:;9’Ns"l;;gf;zgfz‘:;;::}: g M, BRI BRJRY, 5431, 5 24.07.2020 g i proivpn.org.in
i i i H PROPERTY BEARING NO. 3/245 of w : - e s T,
Rajwanti Devicorrect DOBis ADMEASURING 100 SQ YDS| | drinking water through road tankers in 4 | e PANCHKULA PROCUREMENT OF 33 KV VACUUM CTRCUIT EREAKER (20004) BOAD | goag1acs | pitpsyjwwmhvpnorgn lippem
09.10.1980. 004054014 Iﬁ 1\ TG 1:\ ARTTE I-[I)ARQ;F Dg IEJHBI HASH the jurisdiction of ADEN (HQ) Ajmer for ‘ i ‘ 2207.2020 . pro@hvpn.org.in
I, Khayati Kalra W/o Gourav Notice is hereby given for one year. Approximate cost : Rs. FOR ARRESTING OF T/F OIL LEAKAGE OF 12.5/ 1'_5 MVA 66/11 KV POWER T/F T-2 22062020 6400 for firms and » ) 0172-2583789
Kwatra R/0-A-91,Yojna-Vihar information to the General 12,12,153.60 Earnest money : Rs. 4 HVPHL AMBALA WITH BELZONA POLYMERLC COMPOUND AT 66 KV 5/5TN MULLANA & 100 0062070 3200 for Co-Op iLlps:fwenw.Bvpn. org.in. proGihvpn.org in
Delhi-110092, changed my gumti“f-lg%{vrlrrl]{ic}gmIaiqll-.lln(’;HdFa'I)g]\?; 24,300.00 Tender Closing Date : WA, 220/56 KV POWER T/F T-1 AT 220 KV 5/5TN SONTA. LS Sorieties 2 A1
name to Khyati Kwatra, for all A 08.07.2020, Tender No. 106/2020, Name ) —
purposes. 0040540174-10 50287 rouoh Regisad GoA|  [of work : ADEN-Marwar Jn. Sub : Hﬁ"g&%‘"&;ﬁf REPLACEMENT OF OLD AC SHEETS WITH GALVALUME SHEETS OF ATHSDC, | 24062020 SBUS | tseedesiyicn 7B
I, Poonam daughter of A K EregA no.53$gg),) %eg/;istered V\{I%L Division : Augmen- tation works at CORPORATION LIMITED CAMPUS, UMRT 019.07.2020 b " UL hsdcld@hry.nicin
’ c reg. no. greement to RUBs i.e. Height Gauge, improvement
Shukla, resident of SNCO sell executed by Late Sh. Jaswant i i TENDER FOR CONSTRUCTION OF TOILETS (12 NOS.) FOR GIRLS AT DIFFERENT | ., . .. . | g
N Singh ted in f f Smt. of drainage arrangement extension of 06, R G BUS99ZIT
mess, MCC, air force stn, Harvind Kaur & gxéu,&;arjget retaining walls and road approaches 7 [HBVN, GURUGRAM SCHOOLS IN DISTRICT NUH. f: E? ;gig 26,38 LACS % EFEl n@dh?m‘l orain
basantnagar, new delh’ Singh Later. Smt. Hanind Kaurl | for existing RUB No 40,41,44,45,46.47 NIT NO.02/XEN/CIVIL/GGN/2020-21 DATED 22.06.2020 il e
110010 have changed my name acquired remainin% half %harg & 51 in Haripur-Palanpur Section. T : 6.
from Poonam to Poonam 'g,hartggghzg_%a'_'?g“'5eg"_e”n‘o_25iz) Approximate cost : Rs. 1,97,45,293.92 j CORACRATION CONSTRUCTION OF INDOOR BADMINTON STADIUM AT VILLAGE CHAKKARPUR 23062020 (30,67 LACS llps:/fetendershry.nicn 0416386838
shukla vide affidavit dated along with Rectification Deed Earnest money :Rs. 2,48,700.00 Tender g WARD NO.33, ZONE 03, GURLIGRAM, UNDER MCG. 16.07.2020 ! eeR@MEg.gov.in
22/06/2020 before delhi. ﬁ‘ated h09.1Qa1BS (;egH n0_.2d45K19). Closing Date : 15.07.2020, The detailed GURUGRAM,
ow the sai mt. Harvin aur . . . 1
0050165794-1 intends to sell the above referred information of the ‘above tender is M CHENTHEY PURCHASE OF PREGNANT MARE SERUM GONADOTROPHIN (PMSG) 23062020 EMD e ; 04161/2548
property to the customer (Smt. available on website www.ireps.gov.in q DEVELOPMENT BOARD ttp.xmasmdhan Aryana.gov.in Hidb-hrvinici
1, NURJAMILA KHATUN W/O.NO- Anshu’ Aggarwal & Sh. Ravi and Tender Nofice Board of DRM Offics, SRR FOR VETERINARY USE 10.07.2020 1 LAKH ry@nicin
15204326K HAV MD SARFUR Aggarval) of my dlet, LICHEL NWRIAmor 595.5P/20 T =
SHAIKH,R/0.VPO- ancial faclity o purchase the o Sl PURCHASE OF GNRH (GONADOTROPHIN RELEASING HORMONE) 2062020 EMD ; ! GA161/255%
’ I I facility t hase th i I (6. ; :
JASOHARI,TEH-KANDI,DISTT- above. referred property and| MM ————— 10| DEVELOPMENT BOARD FOR VETERINARY USE 10.07.2020 fogiay | M limedaayna g hib-hry@nicin
MURSHIDABAD, WEST BENGAL- agfains:1 the s[(tecurlifty of “above PANCHKULA
742147.inmy-husband’s relerec. property. I ay person HARYANA STATE EMPANELMENT OF REPUTED FIRMS FOR PROVIDING AND FIXING OF SOLAR ; . i
i luding banks, financial I hltps: felenders.iry.nicin 01/2-258/4/0
service-record my date-of- insiuions or any ther person | IMPORTAN | o HORTICULTURE FENCING ON SUBSTDTZED RATES UNDER MISSTON FOR TNTEGRATED UOOHE | 1w bs; Y IO iR
D s D O s [reatve, organization, compary, Whilst care is taken prior to DEVELOPMENT AGENCY DEVELOPMENT HORTICULTURE (MIDH) FOR THE YEAR 2020-21 s A
mentioned as- o/ having any ciaim, righ,tite or any acceptance of advertising MUNICIPALCOUNCIL | CONST. OF SENICR CITIZEN CLUB IN WARD NO 25 BAHADURGARK + 5 OTHER | CLOSING DATE 9350496582
instead of-10/04/1990. interest of any nature whatsoever copy, itis not possible to verify 12 BAHADURGARH WORKS 02.07.2000 605 1AGS ETENDERS.HRY.NIC.IN HAVEENDHANKHARZGMATL.COM
into or upon the above-referred ! N L A K
0040540174-5 property. s hereby called upon 1o its contents. The Indian MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE, | REPATR OF C.CONC. PAVEMENT DRATN AND PROVIDING AND FIXING RCC FRAME | CLOSING DATE - 0416435045
in writi [ 13 10700/ etenders.firy.nic.in L
1,NO-14836415X HAV SARDA make *gg:f::nﬁgﬁ;v"gci Jmiting Express (P) Limited cannot be 7 INDRI TN VARIOLIS STREET IN WARD NO. 10, INDRI 29.06.2020 secyme indrigmil.com
g}lé\ﬂ\fp%ségmgﬂsiﬁ\ﬁK SINGH by registered AD Post o the held responsible for such 4 HUNICIPAL CONSTRUCTION WORK FOR INTERIOR FIT-OUT OF QFFICE BUILDING OF CLOSING DATE 1075 LACS s felender i SB13120861
A - y - undersigne a e al ress B of o WL,
SEKHOPUR SARAIDISTT-SHIKH meniionsd herein below. within contents, nor for any 'OSSI 0; CORPORATION, KARNAL MUNTCTPAL CORPORATION, KARNAL 22.07.2020
PURA (BIHAR)-811103,have 15 (Fifteen) days of publication of damage incurred as a result o PROVIDING OF L NO'S MARINDRA, AC BOLERO JEEP WHITE COLOUR, DIESEL .
changed my name, from SARDA the alow montionod Sorten transactions with companies, ;| MUNICIPALCOMMITTEE | VARIANT WITH DRIVER ON HIRE BASIS INCLUDING FUEL WEAR ANDTEAR AND. | 2306.2020 " - T S——————
KUMAR to SARADA KUMAR, for falng which the same shal be aZSOft'?F'O”,S f:r individuals 2 KALANAUR MATNTENANCE COMPLETE TN ALL RESPECT UPTQ) A MINTMUM PAYABLE LTMIT OF | 05.07.20%0 ; ! sl
eeme 0 have Dbeen walvex l i
all,future purpose. andlor abandoned, In the event of zr‘f k;:lcr:tamlurr]\sl SW":"t";g’;‘?s:: 2000/2500/3000 K.M PER MONTH LN M.C KALANAUR,
0040540174-6 no response being received to this u : MUNICIPAL PROVIDING AND LAYING OF RMC M-40 ROAD ALONG WITH POND IN VILLAGE 0 R SR
police, the purchase/ mortgage of recommend  that  readers 16 CORPORATION SUKHRALL, WARD NO-6, DIVISION NC-VII, MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 2206, 91,67 LACS Aps:{etenders.ry.nicn 2
1, Md Imran s/0-Md Nasteem [this property shall be completed by ke n ary inquiries J 4 ! : 03.07.2020 : eeddmog.gov.in
I i t any reference to +
"Ansari R/0-B-55, Sarai.Kale our client without any reference t D o S L GURUIGRAM. GURUGRAM + 4 OTHER WORKS
Khan, Near-Ishaq Masiid A0 saut in any mannier being elore sencing any monies or HUNICIPAL REPAIRING OF WATER SUPPLY LEAKAGE AND CONTAMINATED WATER PROBLEN ik - 81303
Delhi- 110013 have changed m iterostor daimhatsoever, entering Into any agreements 17 CORPORATION IN VARIOLIS LOCATIONS OF WARD NO-26, ZONE-IV UNDER MCG, +11 OTHER | 2200.200 V502 LACS hitpsfekenders.ry.fc.n S
eni- »nave changed my |MANISHA' CHAUDHARY, ADVOCATE with advertisers or otherwise ! ! 30.06.2020 eediEmeg.gov.in
name to Mohammad Imran JUS LEGALIS, 210, VARDHMAN STAR 3 . . GURLGRAM. WORKS
Ansari, permanently. CITY MALL (NEAR RAMPHAL CHOWK), acting on an advertisement in 3 .
’ 00'40540179 s SECT-7 DWARKA, NgggQ%ELHI-HOWS any manner whatsoever. 81431/HRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
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GOVT & POLITICS

Bihar Oppn leaders meet amid rumbhngs in RJD, unease among partners

MANOJCG &
RAVISHTIWARI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

THE DEFECTION of five RJD MLCs
totheJD(U)and the resignation of
RJD co-founder Raghuvansh
Prasad Singh as national vice-
president has put a spotlight on
the anti-NDA campinBiharahead
of Assembly elections. Amid the
rumblings in the RJD, senior lead-
ers of the alliance, including sen-
ior Congress functionaries, met
formally for the first time on
Wednesday.

RJD’s 3MLC
candidates file
nomination

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JUNE 24

THE RJD’S three candidates for
Bihar Legislative Council polls
filed their nominations on
Wednesday, aday after the JD(U)
announced its three nominees.

The RJD has picked Sunil
Singh, Farooq Shekh and
Rambali Singh. There was a buzz
about former health minister Tej
Pratap Yadav—MLA from
Mahua—getting an MLC berth,
but the party reportedly decided
againstit.

Sanjay Mayukh and Samrat
Choudhary filed their nomina-
tions from the BJP.

The last date of filing nomi-
nation is Thursday.

With five of the R]D's eight
MLCs having defected, former
CM Rabri Devi is set to lose the
Leader of Opposition positionin
the Legislative Council. Her party
is expected to have only six
MLAs, two short of the 10 per
centrequired in the House of 75.

The RJD’s MLC nominees are
acombination of an upper caste
(Sunil ~ Singh, head of
Biscomaun), a minority commu-
nity member (Farooq Sheikh)
and an EBC (Rambali Singh).

Although Tej Pratap has not
publicly expressed displeasure
at not being nominated, an RJD
source said there have been
heated arguments between Tej
Pratap and two top party lead-
ers. "The differences between
the two brothers may sharpen as
Assembly poll draws close,” said
an RJD source.

Withdraw
corporatisation
plan to avoid
strike: ordnance
workers to PM

SUSHANT KULKARNI
PUNE, JUNE 24

VOICING CONCERN that supply
chain of various crucial items to
the Army has already been af-
fected due to closure of ordnance
factories during the lockdown,
three key federations have writ-
ten to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and urged him to withdraw
the proposed move to corporatise
ordnance factories to “avoid (an)
indefinite strike” in the middle of
the LAC tension.

The strike ballot called by
three workers' federations from
41 ordnance factories against the
decision to corporatise the
Ordnance Factories Board (OFB)
concluded on June 17.In it, the
workers voted in favour of an in-
definite strike.

But considering the situation
along the LAC with China, a date
of the strike will be announced
next month.

In the fourth tranche of the
Armanirbhar Bharat initiative,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had on May 16 an-
nounced the decision to corpora-
tise the OFB for “improving au-
tonomy, accountability and
efficiency in ordnance suppliers”.
The three main federations,
which represent over 85 per cent
of ordnance workforce of 82,000,
have unanimously opposed the
decision.

A joint press statement by
Bhartiya Pratiraksha Mazdoor
Sangh, an arm of RSS-affiliated
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh; All
India Defence Employees’
Federation, a federation of Left
unions; and the Indian National
Defence Workers’ Federation, of
the Congress's INTUC, stated, “The
federations, after considering the
prevailing critical situationin the
country and the tension prevail-
ing on the border [LAC] have
made an appeal to PM Modi to
withdraw the...decision to corpo-
ratise Ordnance Factories, so that
the employees can contributeina
motivated manner by increasing
the production...”

With just months to go for
Assembly polls, all is not well in
the RJD-led Opposition alliance.
The smaller parties—former Chief
Minister Jitan Ram Manjhi’s
HAM(S), Upendra Kushwaha’s
RLSP, and Mukesh Sahni’s Vikas-
sheel Insaan Party (VIP)—are not
agreeable to the idea of projecting
Leader of Opposition and Lalu
Prasad’s son Tejashwi Yadav as the
chief ministerial candidate. The
RJD, on the other hand, maintains
the issue is “non-negotiable”.

“Nitish Kumar’s governance
has been very poor this term.
People are dissatisfied with him.

It is an opportunity to dislodge
him. But, the impression that
Lalu’s son (Tejashwi) is the alter-
native gives Nitish an advantage.
There is a lot of baggage with any
member of Lalu’s family leading
the fight,” said a top leader in the
anti-NDA alliance in Bihar.
TheRJDsaid it wasopentodis-
cussion but hoped the other par-
ties would understand its view.
“Wewilldiscussit. But the fact
is we are numerically the
strongest party in Bihar, in terms
of seat share or vote share. If the
party has decided something,
then how can we go back? What

RJD’s Manoj Jha (left); and
Congleader Ahmed Patel

will we tell our rank and file? So, it
is a question that others will
sooner or later understand thatis-
sues are far more important. For
R]D, it is non-negotiable,” R]D
leader Manoj Kumar Jha told The

Indian Express.

Though they are not sure
whether the RID will concede this
argument, the smaller players in
the Opposition alliance are keen
to impress “this ground reality”
upon the Congress and are asking
it to persuade Lalu to change tac-
tics. Sources said they have con-
veyed this view to senior Congress
leader Ahmed Patel. It is learnt
that Kushwaha and Manjhi had a
meeting with Patel on Tuesday.

Patel attended Wednesday’s
virtual meeting with Manoj
Kumar Jha, Manjhi, Kushwaha
and Sahni. AICCgeneral secretary

in charge of Bihar Shaktisinh
Gobhil, AICC general secretary K C
Venugopal, Bihar Congress chief
Madan Mohan Jha and Congress
legislature party leader Sadanand
Singh also joined. Patel and
Venugopal attending the meeting
signifies the importance the
Congress attaches to smooth sail-
ing of the alliance.

Sources said the issue of seat
sharing or Tejashwi’s projection
did not come up on Wednesday
as it was a preliminary meeting.
Sources said Congress president
Sonia Gandhi and Tejashwi would
soon meet. “Everything shall be

settled,” a senior Congress leader
said. But the smaller parties are
still not convinced, and this issue
is fastemerging as a sticking point
inthe alliance.

“This handicap (impression of
Tejashwi leading)can only be ad-
dressed with the consent of Lalu.
We hope the Congress realises this
and persuades Lalu about an al-
ternative mechanism where the
RJD leads the alliance but doesn’t
give theimpression thatitis Nitish
vs Tejashwi battle,” said the
Opposition leader, pinning hopes
on the Congress tolend its weight.

The Congress, which has a

close working relationship with
the RJD and benefited from the al-
liance in 2015 Assembly elections
is yet to make up its mind.

With polls just afew months
away, the Covid pandemic has
disrupted political activities in
Bihar. But action has begun after
senior BJP leader Amit Shah held
a virtual rally of party workers
early this month. Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar too has begun po-
litical stocktaking within his
party. The defection of RJD MLCs,
in fact, has virtually kickstarted
the political action of leaders
shifting camps.

CIN-L65910KL1992PLC006623
IV/470A (old) W638A(New), Manappuram House, Valapad,
Thrissur, Kerala - 680 567.

MANAPPURAM FINANCE LTD.

GOLD AUCTION NOTICE

The pledges, in specific and the public, in general, are hereby notified that public auction of the gold ornaments pledged in the below accounts is proposed to be conducted at the following branches on 10/07/2020 from 10.00 am onwards. We are auctioning gold ornaments defaulted customers
who have failed to make payment of his/her loan amount despite being notified by registered letters. Unauctioned items shall be auctioned on any other days without further notice. Changes in venue or date (if any)will be displayed at auction centre and on website without any further notice.

List of pledges:-

DELHI, BHOLENATH NAGAR DELHI, 121570700010740, 0741, 0766, 0801, 0816, 0846, 121570730004944, 5757, 5758, 5759, 5760, DWARAKA SECTOR 7, 113760700011848, 1849, 113760730004862, 4863, GEETHA COLONY, 107590700021520, 1719, 1783, 1907, 1913, 1934, 1941,
2109, 2121,2136, 2137, 2141,2196, 2237, 2245, 2252, 2606, 2794, 2941, 2946, 2949, 2960, 2970, 2974, 2982, 2986, 2989, 2990, 2999, 3003, 3008, 3014, 3030, 3034, 3041, 3044, 3054, 3070, 3079, 3080, 3082, 3083, 3087, 3088, 3096, 3103, 3106, 3107, 3115, 3128, 3129, 3131, 3142, 3145,
3148, 3149, 3154, 3158, 3181, 3183, 3189, 3198, 3199, 3200, 3213, 107590730005071, 5475, KAKARDOOMA, 102760700010673, 0687, 0694, 0697, 0698, 0722, 0723, 0724, 0737, 0754, 102760730007189, 7190, 7191, KALKAJI, 100870700057333, 8805, 9485, 9643, 100870700060072,
0584, 1057, 1064, 1118, 1139, 1291, 1300, 1325, 1375, 1380, 1412, 1434, 1442, 1488, 1492, 1504, 1505, 1506, 1560, 1576, 1725, 1726, 1755, 1757, 1908, 2839, 3028, 3081, 3093, 3109, 3121, 3136, 3146, 3148, 3154, 3156, 3157, 3159, 3174, 3175, 3215, 3224, 3228, 3251, 3258, 3267, 3280,
3292, 3293, 3301, 3312, 3323, 3341, 3345, 3347, 3352, 3356, 3385, 3413, 3420, 3422, 3429, 3438, 3439, 3447, 3455, 3456, 3479, 3480, 3484, 3490, 3491, 3492, 3496, 3520, 3523, 3528, 3529, 3539, 3540, 3542, 3544, 3545, 3554, 3557, 3558, 3570, 3580, 3581, 3584, 3591, 3596, 3610, 3614,
3619, 3622, 3623, 3624, 3625, 3633, 3649, 3659, 3662, 3663, 3667, 3669, 3670, 3671, 3681, 3692, 3693, 3695, 3703, 3704, 100870730017045, 7447, 9200, 9320, 9329, 9435, 9531, 9532, 9593, 9715, 9752, 9852, 100870730020068, KRISHNAN NAGAR, 108530700017164, 7200, 7208, 7207,
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CHOWKROAD, 118270700017181,9132, 118270700020816, 1128, 1134, 1220, 1232, 1234, 1235, 1236, 1246, 1262, 1263, 1264, 1282, 1305, 1309, 1324, 1333, 1339, 1386, 1391, 1401, 1402, 1411, 1473, 1475, 1477, 1479, 1496, 2159, 2171, 2172, 2179, 2180, 2201, 2203, 2204, 2207, 2210,
2211, 2214, 2218, 2223, 2235, 2236, 2242, 2246, 2265, 2266, 2267, 2279, 2289, 2293, 2295, 2300, 2301, 2302, 2311, 2315, 2316, 2329, 2354, 2363, 2366, 2371, 2372, 2377, 2381, 2382, 2383, 2384, 2386, 2397, 2398, 2429, 2430, 2431, 2439, 2449, 2454, 2464, 2476, PALWALAGRAROAD,
116870700026710, 6791, 7012, 8298, 8314, 8443, 8459, 8475, 8601, 8698, 8705, 8706, 9005, 9219, 9276, 9629, 9988, 116870700030050, 0090, 0160, 0161, 0201, 0282, 0292, 0298, 0387, 0414, 0975, 1079, 1343, 1479, 1484, 1493, 1525, 1527, 1528, 1544, 1546, 1565, 1574, 1575, 1576,
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1863, 1867, 1872, 1873, 1882, 1884, 1905, 1910, 1913, 1918, 1927, 1931, 1933, 1934, 1935, 1938, 1944, 1946, 1950, 1957, 1960, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1967, 1968, 1986, 116870730008149, 8150, SECTOR 29 HARYANA, 120130700021502, 1652, 1653, 1660, 1661, 1662, 1688, 1735, 1753,
1754,1769,1791, 1816, 1817, 1837, 1841, 1885, 1927, 1928, 1944, 1951, 1963, 1970, 1979, 2420, 2729, 2817, 2818, 2822, 2861, 2866, 2919, 2935, 2939, 2954, 2957, 2958, 2959, 2962, 2963, 2998, 3006, 3023, 3033, 3039, 3041, 3057, 3068, 3072, 3074, 3077, 3083, 3091, 3093, 3094, 3097,
3099, 3108, 3109, 3112, 3121, 3129, 3130, 3134, 3135, 3137, 3139, 3152, 3184, 120130730005197, SECTOR 34 HUDA MARKET FARIDABAD, 120280700029458, 9597, 120280700031073, 1218, 1247, 2203, 2397, 120280730005228, 5229, GURGAON, KHANDASA ROAD GURGAON,
112070700018501, 8663, 8729, 9412, 9628, 9631, 9665, 112070700020126, 0131, 0142, 0170, 0171, 0173, 0174, 0176, 0178, 0197, 0199, 0215, 0234, 0239, 0244, 0253, 0256, 0270, 0285, 0299, 0305, 0834, 0835, 0836, 0862, 0882, 0885, 0901, 0943, 0949, 0953, 0957, 0999, 1004, 1026,
1027,1028, 1031, 1032, 112070730009714, 112070730010242, 1917, 1995, LAKSHMAN VIHAR, 110740700022572, 2633, 2636, 2737, 3240, 3253, 3254, 3259, 3275, 3284, 3313, 3316, 3332, 3345, 3359, 3371, 3397, 3889, 3924, 3931, 3933, 3943, 3955, 3967, 3973, 3980, 3987, 3988, 4003,
4004,4037,4039,4047,4050, 4055, 4057, 4064, 4073,4074,4085,4103,4107,4109, 4118, 4125, 4126, 4140, 4145, 110740730011940, 3913, 3914, 4029, 5281, 5295, 5570, 5589, 5710, NEW RAILWAY ROAD, 109780700018294, 8851, 8931, 9329, 9357,9377,9419, 9420, 9421, 9423, 9424,
9425,9434,9435, 9452, 9455, 9457, 9461, 9484, 9495, 9510, 9522, 9524, 9534, 9934, 9964, 9967, 109780700020007, 0008, 0014, 0028, 0034, 0035, 0055, 0079, 0086, 0089, 0148, 0153, 0160, 109780730004295, 4415, 4946, NUH ,MEWAT HARYANA, 134820700009141, 9490, 9501, 9546,
9581, 9600, 9602, 9622, 9627, 9628, 9629, 9648, 134820700010055, 0095, 0157, 0181, 0199, 0223, 0232, 0241, 0247, 0248, 1348207300034 12, PATAUDI GURGAON, 132270700009996, 132270700010389, 0434, 0490, 0514, 0529, 0531, 0536, 0542, 0563, 0567, 0576, 0589, 0618, 0636,
0654, 0658, 0906, 1006, 1011, 1021, 1025, 1033, 1035, 1039, 1042, 1044, 1047, 1048, 1049, 1061, 1062, 1063, 1072, 1073, 1074, 1085, 1086, 1094, 1095, 1097, 1098, 1099, 1100, 1107, 1110, 1112, 1131, 1134, 1136, 1178, 1187, 1197, 1199, 1214, 1215, 1217, 1223, 1245, 1248,
132270730014883, 4884, 7301, 7482, SHEETALAMATAROAD GURGAON, 110760700022819, 2876, 3233, 3598, 3686, 3721, 3740, 3743, 3753, 3755, 3767, 3791, 3792, 3808, 3814, 3827, 3831, 3832, 3851, 3868, 3882, 3883, 3891, 4450, 4470, 4472, 4478, 4495, 4503, 4514, 4524, 45486,
4577,4579, 4592, 4597, 4599, 4620, 4621, 4625, 4626, 4637, 4642, 4656, 4672, 4676, 4684, 4694, 4697, 4714, 110760730021013, 1836, 1896, 2347, 2348, 2575, 4342, 4590, 4648, 4699, 4701, 4704, 5088, 5089, 5090, 5297, SUKHRALI GURGAON, 127720700010630, 0963, 1030, 1032,
1043, 1053, 1062, 1094, 1097, 1102, 1103, 1107, 1133, 1141, 1143, 1165, 1184, JHAJJAR, BAHADURGARH, 119180700008158, 8633, 9109, 9123, 9135, 9148, JHAJJAR ,HARYANA, 128900700010974, 1901, 1908, 1951, 2301, 2402, 2500, 2548, 2583, 2590, 2608, 2617, 2618, 2632, 2640,
2646, 2654, 2664, 2675, 2720, 2729, 2757, 28086, 2808, 3267, 3274, 3360, 3369, 3370, 3399, 3404, 3409, 3411, 3414, 3415, 3416, 3430, 3440, 3443, 3445, 3447, 3448, 3449, 3450, 3455, 3459, 3464, 3479, 3481, 3483, 3484, 3485, 3491, 3501, 3504, 3507, 3516, 3517, 3520, 3534, 3560, 3564,
3573, 3574, 3583, 3584, 3586, 3588, 3592, 3601, 3607, 3622, 3625, 3626, 3627, NEHRU PARK ,BAHADURGARH, 129670700013900, 4787, 4921, 5276, 5789, 5791, 5798, 5851, 5874, 5938, 5951, 6042, 6046, 6713, 6759, 6838, 6841, 6844, 6845, 6852, 6862, 6870, 6882, 6891, 6897, 6901,
6917,6918,6919, 6929, 6934, 6935, 6936, 6942, 6946, 6953, 6961, 6962, 6973, 6975, 6979, 6980, 6983, 6988, 6994, 6996, 6997, 7004, 7007, 7010, 7014, 7026, 7029, 7043, 7045, 7054, 7057, 7061, 7068, 7075, 7076, 7077, 7123, 7126, 7127, 7133, 7146, 7156, 7180, 7191, 7194, 7196, 7204,
7205, 129670730012147, ROHTAK, CIVIL ROAD ROHTAK, 118930700015303, 6259, 6278, 6344, 6992, 7041, 7045, 7100, 7106, 7133, 7139, 7140, 7163, 7164, 7166, 7202, 7221, 7275, 7279, 7284, 7298, 7690, 7801, 7864, 7866, 7912, 7941, 7948, 7951, 7952, 7954, 7955, 7960, 7966, 7977,
7984, 7994, 8004, 8013, 8016, 8034, 8049, 8055, 8064, 8078, 8080, 8084, 8098, 8100, 8116, 8117, 8129, 8130, 8134, 8136, 8157, 8171, 8183, 8187, 8206, 8209, 8211, 8216, 8223, 8224, 8228, 8231, 8234, 8236, 8255, 8259, 8260, 8261, 8262, 8266, 8632, 118930730007123,
118930730010105, 0127, 0139, ROHTAK SUBHASH CHOWK, 118510700014905, 5492, 6406, 6432, 6433, 6465, 6490, 6676, 7325, 7341, 7371, 7378, 7380, 7382, 7393, 7394, 7399, SAMPLA ROHTAK ROAD, 117960700009493, 117960700010833, 0837, 0844, 0864, 0870, 0901, 0918,
0942,0958, 1393, 1411, 1416, 1420, 1422, 1448, 1466, 1470, 1472, 1507, 1520, 1521, 1540, SIRSA, DABWALI,HARYANA, 13110070002656 1, 6780, 6792, 6837,6901, 7216, 7510, 7651, 7772, 7791, 7937, 8034, 8040, 8091, 8093, 8214, 8219, 8224, 8227, 8230, 8253, 8258, 8266, 8269, 8276,
8279, 8280,8317,8329, 8330, 8333, 8364, 8415, 8416, 8455, 8456, 8525, 8538, 8620, 8621, 8626, 8628, 8630, 8637, 9074, 9724, 9725, 9728, 9731, 9750, 9753, 9760, 9761, 9767,9773,9781, 9794, 9797, 9805, 9814, 9826, 9837, 9857, 9861, 9870, 9873, 9890, 9891, 9892, 9893, 9895, 9906,
9921, 9925, 9929, 9930, 9931, 9942, 9946, 9975, 9992, 9999, 131100700030007, 0032, 0033, 0036, 0056, 0059, 0073, 0074, 0143, 0152, 0180, 0181, 0185, 0208, 0214, 0228, 0229, 0238, 0239, 0245, 0250, 0251, 0265, 131100730002724, SIRSA,HARYANA, 130150700018140, 8380, 8609,
8662, 8663, 8326, 8892, 8893, 8905, 8916, 8972, 8984, 8985, 9006, 9021, 9025, 9027, 9044, 9051, 9070, 9079, 9098, 9126, 9127, 9138, 9154, 9183, 9199, 9721, 9771, 9933, 9957, 9959, 9960, 9969, 9990, 130150700020001, 0022, 0040, 0042, 0053, 0072, 0075, 0098, 0116,0127,0138, 0146,
0148,0171,0199, SONIPAT, GOHANA, 131050700009841, 131050700010230, 0262, 0633, 0667, 1222, 1273, 1316, 1376, SONEPATH OLD DC ROAD, 118640700013873, 3916, 4186, 4408, 4555, 4635, 4683, 4691, 4752, 4753, 4759, 4760, 4816, 5274, 5289, 5293, 5303, 5315, 5323, 5335,
5336, 5354, 5355, 5370, 5375, 5383, 5393, 5415, 5443, 5446, 5470, 5477, 118640730004308, YAMUNA NAGAR, AGGARSAIN CHOWK,YAMUNANAGAR, 126760700014476, 4565, 4592, 4595, 4597, 4612, 4627, 4664, 4694, 4706, 4752, 4757, 4786, 5179, 5463, 5471, 5473, 5490, 5495,
5511,5562, 5587, 5643, 5655, BILASPUR HARYANA, 134090700026084, 6369, 6375, 6532, 7595, 7691, 7775, 7936, 7970, 7977, 8046, 8057, 8060, 8064, 8067, 8075, 8076, 8091, 8092, 8109, 8111, 8128, 8129, 8160, 8205, 8206, 8223, 8224, 8227, 8229, 8279, 8290, 8302, 8313, 8320, 8323,
8340, 8378, 8390, 8403, 8449, 8482, 8486, HUDA SEC-17,JAGADHARY HARIYANA, 126890700012296, 2870, 2874, 2905, 2925, 2945, 2988, 3010, KAMANI CHOWK ,YAMUNA NAGAR, 134390700012534, 2702, 2716, 2729, 2801, 2847, 2850, 2851, 2861, 2925, 2929, 2952, 3001, 3010,
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136040730004439, 4661, RANCHI, RATU ROAD,RANCHI, 128920700026839, 6876, 6887, 6943, 7066, 7130, 7145, 7906, 8389, 8643, 8709, 8748, 8771, 8772, 8799, 8812, 8861, 8862, 8867, 8370, 8886, 8888, 8930, 8951, 8959, 8973, 9088, 128920700030253, 0262, 0274, 0369, 0374, 0423,
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1093, 1106, 1128, 1129, 1130, 1151, 1164, 1200, 1205, 1215, 1237, 1286, 132340730006163, 6498, 6722, 6759, 6775, 6776, 6777, 6778, 6845, 6870, KAMALANAGAR-AGRA, 126560700012004, 2661, 2665, 2732, 2762, 2809, 2818, 3328, 3456, 3457, 3470, 3479, 3488, 3504, 3515, 3528,
3543, 3553, 3557, 3559, 3565, 3569, 3578, 3587, 3590, 3617, 3618, 3619, 3631, 3660, 3665, 3682, 126560730002052, MAHARANA PRATAP NAGAR-AGRA, 128580700008830, 8834, 9276, 9312, 9316, 9322, 9323, 9331, 9334, 9337, 9339, 9349, 9354, 9355, 9358, 9359, 9360, 9379, 9382,
9389, 9421,9422,9423,9427,9440, NEWAGRA, 125940700007392, 7535, 7541, 7566, 7576, 7596, 7910, 7918, 7938, 7941, 7950, 7973, 7985, 7986, 7998, 8018, 8019, 125940730002801, 3825, 3849, 3937, 3938, SHASTRIPURAMAGRA, 123460700016090, 7059, 7067, 7091, 7100, 7156,
7208, 7239, 7268, 7295, 7313, 7341, 7344, 7363, 7365, 7395, 7448, 8228, 8238, 8246, 8249, 8253, 8261, 8265, 8290, 8294, 8310, 8326, 8346, 8349, 8368, 8374, 8383, 8391, 8400, 8402, 8407, 8418, 8431, 8439, 8447, 8454, 8456, 8465, 8476, 8481, 8519, 8553, 8554, 8565, 8576, 8595,
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2132,2133,2135,2145,2148,2167,2175,2176,2177,2178, 2180, 2188, 2189, 2210, 2214, 2216, 2235, 2239, 2240, 2263, 2264, 2265, 2282, 2284, 2295, 2316, 2329, 2330, 2332, 2333, 2334, 2335, 2336, ALIGARH, AGRAROAD-ALIGARH, 129400700010086, 0160, 0211, 0241, 0242, 0583,
0591, 0595, 0597, 0599, 0621, 0625, 0649, 0656, 0665, 0669, 0691, 0702, 0710, 129400730004952, NAURANGABAD-ALIGARH, 133120700011829, 2570, 2574, 2685, 2711, 2728, 2734, 2745, 2750, 3315, 3316, 3318, 3334, 3347, 3366, 3408, 3444, 3453, 3454, 3488, 3489, 3490, 3491, 3500,
3501, 3505, 3508, 3510, 3514, 133120730004647, RAMGARH ROAD-ALIGARH, 129610700013362, 3383, 3820, 3854, 4206, 4255, 4327, 4332, 4345, 4378, 4382, BADAUN, INDRACHOWK-BUDAUN, 134720700009491, 9566, 9582, 9997, 9999, 134720700010013, 0031, 0053, 0095, 0097,
0111, BAREILLY, MARVADI GANJ-BAREILLY, 133210700014204, 4626, 5181, 5254, 5255, PREM NAGAR- BAREILLY, 134840700010612, 1083, 1111, 1119, 1121, 1178, 1185, 1186, 1187, 1207, 1208, 134840730005526, STATION ROAD- BAREILLY, 133780700011715, 2744, 2761, 2837,
2880, 2886, 2902, BIJNOR, CIVIL LINE BIUNOR, 135830700002737, 2800, 3236, 3261, 3269, 3520, 3524, 3534, 3554, 3806, 3823, 3831, 3837, 3847, 3862, 3873, 3878, 3881, 3883, 3902, 135830730005490, NAGINA,BIJNOR, 138170700000119, 0260, 138170730000263, ETAH, ETAH UP,
137770700000283, 0430, 0652, 0738, 0757, G TROAD-ETAH, 134670700013815, 4267, 4334, 4397, 4447, 5313, 5355, 5464, 5571, 5576, 5588, 5600, GAUTAM BODDANAGAR, BHANGEL PHASE 2, 119450700039122, 9224, 9540, 9823, 9958, 119450700040015, 0041, 0097, 0126, 0140,
0179,0199, 0257, 0344, 0386, 0472, 0475, 0477, 0562, 1809, 1918, 2092, 2108, 2110, 2111, 2139, 2236, 2304, 2334, 2388, 2555, 2717, 2861, 2925, 2939, 2944, 3002, 3016, 3191, 3196, 3296, 3423, 3520, 3522, 3527, 3528, 3542, 3543, 3551, 3553, 3575, 3584, 3597, 3648, 3649, 3678, 3694,
3712, 3729, 3747,3766, 3767, 3768, 3799, 3827, 3828, 3844, 3862, 3873, 3883, 3925, 3926, 3927, 3936, 3939, 3957, 3986, 3992, 3994, 3995, 4024, 4034, 4990, 5062, 5196, 5215, 5216, 5217, 5218, 5235, 5253, 5259, 5265, 5267, 5279, 5280, 5308, 5314, 5324, 5337, 5348, 5356, 5370, 5375,
5376, 5392, 5411, 5427, 5503, 5519, 5522, 5537, 5542, 5546, 5557, 5559, 5565, 5566, 5567, 5568, 5585, 5601, 5624, 5628, 5629, 5632, 5635, 5641, 5665, 5668, 5669, 5676, 5682, 5696, 5700, 5704, 5707, 5759, 5771, 119450730008310, 8640, 8997, 9000, 9001, 9014, 9015,
119450730010045, 0089, 0147, 0257, 0259, 0553,

Persons wishing to participate in the above auction shall comply with the following:- Interested Bidders should submit Rs. 10,000/- as EMD (refundable to unsuccessful bidders)by way of Cash on the same day of auction. Bidders should carry valid ID card/PAN card. For more details please
contact 9072604049.
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THE OUTBREAK

17 migrants from
Bengal who
came to Kerala
last week test
positive for virus

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE 24

SEVENTEEN MIGRANT workers
from West Bengal, who arrived
in Kerala last week for a power
project, have tested positive for
Covid-19.

This is the first time that mi-
grants from other states tested
positive for the virus in Kerala,
where 90 per cent of cases have
been attributed to Keralites re-
turning from other parts of the
country or from abroad.

Health Department officials
said the 17 were among 35
workers who were ferried to
Kerala by a special bus from
West Bengal.

With over 3 lakh migrant
workers in Kerala returning to
their home states, the Pinarayi
Vijayan government is desper-
ately looking for migrants to
keep moving its construction,
service and agriculture sectors,
which have almost come to a
standstill.

After a review meeting on
Wednesday, Vijayan told the me-
dia that as migrant workers have
begun returning to Kerala, the in-
spection of their documents and
other details would be held at
railway stations close to the state
borders.

“All those migrant workers
would be sent into quarantine,
which would be the responsibil-
ity of the contractors who bring
the workers. Those workers who
do not have contractors as spon-
sors should be sent for institu-
tional quarantine. That facility
would be organised at the dis-
trict levels,” the CM said.

Bengal extends
lockdown with
current
relaxations

till July 31

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JUNE 24

TO CONTAIN the spread of the
novel coronavirus, the West
Bengal government on
Wednesday extended the lock-
down with the current relax-
ations till July 31 in the state.

The current spell of the lock-
down was to end on June 30.

Announcing the decision af-
ter presiding an all-party meet-
ing, Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said, “Many parties ex-
pressed different opinions on
tackling the coronavirus pan-
demic... But we decided to ex-
tend the lockdown... We are say-
ing that since the Covid-19 cases
are increasing in the entire coun-
try, itis our responsibility to help
improve the situation...”

Schools, colleges and all other
education institutes will stay
closed till July 31, she added.

While the government of-
fices will function in a “segre-
gated manner” with 70 per cent
attendance and employees fol-
lowing social distancing norms,
the Metro and suburban train
services will continue to remain
suspended.

Shopping malls, restaurants
and other similar establishments
had resumed services in Bengal
on June 8 after a gap of over two
months, with the state govern-
ment allowing relaxations as
part of Unlock-1.

MAHARASHTRA

MSRTC announces 50% cut in May
salary for over 1 lakh employees

IRAM SIDDIQUE
MUMBAI, JUNE 24

REELING FROM financial losses,
the Maharashtra State Road
Transport Corporation (MSRTC)
on Wednesday announced a 50
per cent cutin the salaries of over
one lakh employees for the
month of May. In a circular, the
transport undertaking stated the
financial burden on it has in-
creased owing to the lockdown,
during which movement of buses
was completely suspended.
Thisis the first time the MSRTC
has failed to pay its employees.
The circular further elabo-
rated that steps will be taken to
ensure that employees get min-
imum 25 per cent salary in hand.
This has been done as many em-
ployees have taken loans for co-

Health workers screen residents of a Mumbai housing
society on Wednesday. Amit Chakravarty

operatives, which get deducted
from salaries. In certain cases,
the application of the 50 per cent
cut would have led to employees
not getting any money at all af-

ter their loan deductions.
MSRTC employees are yet to
receive their May salary, even as
the transport undertaking faces a
cumulative loss of Rs 6,000 crore.

A municipal corporation worker sprays disinfectant at a government school in Bengaluru on
Wednesday. The Karnataka Secondary Education Examination Board is set to hold the 10th
standard exam from Thursday with precautionary measures in place. P11

Partial lockdown of Bengaluru
on cards as Covid cases rise

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, JUNE 24

THE KARNATAKA government is
contemplating a partial lock-
down of Bengaluru in the wake
of rising Covid-19 cases, even as
the civicbody on Wednesday or-
dered sealing of the old City
Market area after 20 fresh cases
were reported there.

Forty-one out of Bengaluru's
198 wards may have to be
sealed, which would amount to
apartial lockdown, sources said.

With Class 10 Board exams
scheduled from June 25 toJuly 8,
afulllockdown is not being con-
sidered, city officials said.

The doubling rate of the infec-
tioninBengaluru s eight days, as
against 18 days for Karnataka and
19 for the country.

Compared to 358 confirmed
cases reported in Bengaluru be-
tween March 8 and May 31, as
many as 1,320 positive cases have
been reported since June 1. The
presence of 1,124 active cases in
the city has put healthcare serv-
ices on the edge, especially after
several healthcare and police
personnel were reported in-
fected by the virus across the city.

Infections among staff at two
key testing laboratories in
Bengaluru has also put them out

West Bengal: Trinamool
MLA dies of coronavirus

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JUNE 24

TRINAMOOL CONGRESS MLA
Tamonash Ghosh, who tested
positive for Covid-19 in May,
died at a hospital in West
Bengal’s South-24 Parganas dis-
trict on Wednesday. He was 60.

Ghosh is the first MLA in the
to have died of the coronavirus.

The three-time MLA from
Falta Assembly constituency was
admitted to a hospital after he
tested positive. Sources said he
had several complications re-
lated to the heart and kidney,
and that he died of multi-organ
failure.

Ghoshwas a key supporter of
Chief Minister Mamata Baner;jee,

Tamonash
Ghosh

and was made the TMC treas-
urer in 1998 when she founded
the party.

Banerjee offered her condo-
lences, saying he has “left a void
which is difficult to fill”.

Earlier, TMC MLA and state
Fire Services Minister Sujit Bose
tested positive for Covid-19 and
was admitted to a hospital. His
wife and domestic help also
tested positive.

Bose was discharged after-
wards and is presently under ob-
servation at his residence.

of action, thereby increasing
pressure on other city labs.

Bengaluru had reported 10
deaths due to Covid-19 up to May
31; there have been 68 deaths
since June 1. Case fatality rate for
the city is currently 6.9 per cent
among Covid-19 patients, com-
paredto 1.6 per cent for Karnataka,
which has reported 164 coron-
avirusdeathsin 10,118 cases sofar.

With all government hospi-
tals in Bengaluru full, the author-
ities are scrambling to create
separate facilities for nearly 60
per cent patients who are
asymptomatic but hospitalised.
The government has now
opened up Covid-19 treatment
at private hospitals.

Visits to big government hos-
pitals in Bengaluru --- Victoria
Hospital, Bowring Hospital, Rajiv
GandhiInstitute of Chest Diseases,
C V Raman Nagar General
Hospital, K C General Hospital,
Jayanagar General Hospital ---
which have around 1,000 Covid-
19 beds between them, revealed
that all beds are full. With only
around 100 ICU beds available in
these hospitals for coronavirus,
and 63 of them in use as of
Wednesday, there is concern in
the event of a spike in ICU cases.

“There are no beds in our fa-
cility. The 100isolation beds and
four ICU beds kept aside for

Rlys floats tenders

AVISHEK GDASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

INDIAIS gearing up to install Al-
based ‘Covid surveillance’ cam-
eras that detect body tempera-
tures of individuals and whether
a person is wearing a mask.
First off the block is Indian
Railways, which has called for
tenders to purchase the systems
for railway stations and other
places expected to see significant
footfall, with a few railway zones
having already concluded the
purchase, such as in Mumbai.
Officials said the cameras
were meant for the next phase
of containment strategy to go
hand in hand with India’s grad-
ual return to normalcy.
However, Railways has ex-
cluded a crucial specification

Covid-19 patients are full,” a sen-
ior doctor at Rajiv Gandhi
Institute of Chest Diseases said.

The government on
Wednesday designated an ESI
Hospital in east Bengaluru as a
dedicated Covid-19 hospital for
policemen and stated that
asymptomatic police personnel
will be admitted on a dedicated
floor ata Covid care centre being
prepared at Art of Living ashram.

“We have 121 policemen in
quarantine in our division alone.
Marathahalli police station is
shut. Resources are getting
stretched,” DCP, Whitefield re-
gion, M N Anucheth, who is part
of a task force to move Covid-19
patients to care facilities, said.

Health Secretary Jawaid
Akhtar held a meeting on
Wednesday for partnerships
with private hospitals and hotels
toaccommodate asymptomatic
patients. “This PPP model will
free up more beds in medical fa-
cilities for symptomatic and crit-
ical patients, while ensuring that
80% asymptomatic patients are
kept isolated, reducing the risk
of transmission,” the Health
Department said.

Former CM H D
Kumaraswamy on Wednesday
requested a 20-day lockdown in
the city to control the spread of
coronavirus.

called “black body” temperature
in the cameras in many cases.
While the cameras with black
body sensing capability cost up-
wards of Rs 4 lakh a piece, indus-
try sources said the ones with-
out this feature would be
cheaper by around half of that
per camera.

Railways’ telecom arm Railtel
floated a tender to purchase
around 800 such camera sys-
tems. It initially did not include
black body detection as a speci-
fication but has now issued a
corrigendum to include it.

Tenders called by Central
Railway over the past one month
--forinstallation at large stations
in Mumbai and North Frontier
Railway in Guwahati -- sought
the cameras to have the ability to
detect black body temperature,
but the latest crop of tenders

Unions have opposed the de-
cision to deduct salaries, accus-
ing the management of not fore-
seeing the crises and not
planning for it.

Shrirang Barge, general secre-
tary of Maharashtra ST
Karmachari Congress, said, “Those
inthe lower rung with salary of Rs
20,000 per month will be severely
affected. The management should
have foreseen the crises and held
aconsultation with relevant gov-
ernment authorities. Over a lakh
employees along with their fam-
ilies depend on the MSRTC for
their livelihood.”

Barge alleged that despite in-
curring a loss of about Rs 22
crore per day, the MSRTC de-
pended entirely on Rs 1,600
crore that the corporation re-
ceived annually from the gov-
ernment as part of the reim-

bursement for paying employ-
ees their dues.

With its passenger services
completely shut since March 23,
it was only on May 21 that the
MSRTC entered the freight seg-
ment and began transporting
goods in its trucks. In the three
weeks since, the MSRTC made
about Rs 21 lakh by transporting
3,000 tonnes of goods. It trans-
ported grains, fertilisers, vegeta-
bles along with iron pipes and
paints from across 33 divisions in
the state. The corporationis hope-
ful of increasing its earnings
through the transportation sector.

Soon after the pandemic
struck, the state government had
decided to pay salaries of its em-
ployees in two tranches for the
month of March. Subsequently,
salaries have been paid on time
without any cuts.

FORTNIGHT-LONG CAMPAIGN TO START JULY 1

MP: ‘Kill corona’ drive
to screen all households

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, JUNE 24

THE MADHYA Pradesh govern-
ment on Wednesday announced
that it will launch a fortnight-
long ‘Kill Corona’ campaign
starting July 1 to screen all
households in the state.

Ten thousand teams will be
formed, and each will cover 100
households every day, said state
Health Minister Narottam
Mishra. He said Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan had de-
cided to screen the entire popu-
lation after being encouraged by
the state's efforts to contain the
spread of the pandemic. The cam-
paign will begin from Bhopal.

The MP government an-
nounced the campaign the day its
active cases came down to 2,441.
With 187 new cases, the total
count climbed to 12,448. The
death toll mounted to 534 with
nine deaths in the last 24 hours.

Chouhan said the state has

HRD may allow institutes extra
year to bring in EWS quota

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

THE MINISTRY of Human
Resource Development (HRD)is
likely to grant centrally-run
higher educationinstitutions an
extra year to implement the 10
per cent quota for economically
weaker sections (EWS), given
that many institutions have not
been able to create additional in-
frastructure because of the coro-
navirus lockdown.

A proposal to this effect was
recently moved in the Ministry
after the IITs and NITs sought a
year's extension to the 2021
deadline to add seats to accom-
modate the new quota.

Adecision on the suggestion,
which has been made by senior
officers in the Ministry, is ex-
pected soon. Several universities
and institutes have already be-
gun, or are about to begin, the
process of admission.

The Indian Express had re-
ported on June 3 that [ITs and
NITs had requested an extension
of the deadline citing the chal-
lenge of ensuring distancing in
hostels, and the delay in the con-
struction of new hostels due to
the lockdown. The IITs had, in
fact, submitted a request for an
extension as early as in

Firstquota
oneconomic
@ deprivation

EXPLAINED

THE CONSTITUTION
(124th Amendment) Bill
to grant 10 per cent reser-
vation for EWS was
passed by Parliament and
became law in January
2019. This is the first time
that reservation has been
allowed on economic
grounds. An EWS benefi-
ciary is a person whose
family has a gross annual
income below Rs 8 lakh.

September last year, but it was
not accepted.

The HRD Ministry had set the
2021 deadline toimplement the
reservation for EWS by an exec-
utive order on January 17, 2019.
All centrally-funded educational
institutions, including IITs, NITs,
[IMs, central universities, [ISERs
and IlITs, were asked to increase
their overall student strength by
25% over two years to accommo-
date the quota. This was done to
ensure there is no reduction in
the existing seats for SC, ST, OBC,
and general category students.

TheIITs have to collectively in-

HRD Ministry asks UGC
to revisit exam calendar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

THE RISE in Covid-19 cases
across the country has prompted
the HRD Ministry to reconsider
its alternative calendar for uni-
versities and colleges that sched-
uled examinations for July.

This comes even as a pleaon
scrapping the remaining Class 12
CBSE exams is being heard in the
Supreme Court, a decision on
which is expected Thursday.

HRD Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal has asked the UGC to
revisitits alternative calendar, re-
leased on April 29, according to
which the final semester or year-
end examinations for graduating
students were to be held in July.

“I have advised the @ugc_in-
dia to revisit the guidelines is-
sued earlier for intermediate and
Terminal Semester examinations
and academic calendar. The
foundation for revisited guide-
lines shall be health and safety
students, teachers and staff,”
Pokhriyal tweeted Wednesday.

The “UGC Guidelines on
Examinations and Academic
Calendar for the Universities in
View of COVID-19 Pandemic and
Subsequent Lockdown” was
drafted on the basis of recom-
mendations by a committee
headed by Haryana Central
University vice-chancellor RC
Kuhad. The higher education reg-
ulator has referred the guidelines
back to this committee for review,
said sources.

for ‘Covid surve

People line up outside the Ludhiana station. Gurmeet Singh

called by zones such as Northern,
Southern and South Western
Railway, have not included this
in their specifications, giving
mixed signals to the industry.

“In the post-Covid scenario,
not having this ability in cameras
meant to detect feverina person
may have implications that peo-
ple with symptoms like fever

New Delhi

crease their intake of students for
the undergraduate, masters and
research programmes by around
6,700 seats. Approximately 2,300
seats — about 500 of them in the
B.Tech programme — were added
in 2019-20; the remaining 4,400
seats, including around 1,300 for
B.Tech, were expected to be
added this year.

“Inorder toaccommodate the
increased student population,
hostel facilities for the students
were in the process of being aug-
mented by constructing new hos-
tels... However, due to the recent
lockdown imposed by COVID-19
outbreak leading to the subse-
quent stop of all the construction-
related work, the process to com-
plete the above task to
accommodate thisincrease in stu-
dentenrolment has encountered
a major obstacle. It is imminent
that the construction work will
not be completed in time,” the
Joint Admission Board of the IITs
wrrote to the Ministry last month.

Sources said the IITs' request
was discussed at a meeting of all
bureau heads in the Ministry re-
cently, after which the proposal
to allow the extension was
moved. “The Ministry doesn't
need to go to the Cabinet for the
deadline extension as it does not
involve a cost overrun,” an offi-
cial said.

performed better in containing
the pandemic than others. He
said that at 1.43 per cent, the
growthrate was the lowestin the
country. He said there was a time
when the state’s share of Covid
cases was six per cent, which has
now come down to 1.3 per cent.

Principal Secretary (Health)
Fair Ahmed Kidwai told The
Indian Express that survey teams
will also ask information about
malaria, dengue and diarrhoea
and upload it on the Sarthak app.

Meanwhile, Mishra said the
state has reworked its contain-
ment policy of 21 days. Earlier,
thousands would be affected for
21 days as entire areas in which
a case was detected would be-
come containment zones. Now,
if a case is reported, only the
houses flanking the affected one
will be placed in containment.
Another screening will be car-
ried out five days later and if no
case is found, the other houses
willnolonger be part of the con-
tainment zone.

Gujarat: 33
migrants held
for clashing with
police get bail

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JUNE 24

THE GUJARAT High Court on
Tuesday granted bail to 33 mi-
grant labourers, mainly from
Jharkhand, who were in jail for
overamonth for clashing with po-
lice in Vastrapur, with the court of
Justice Paresh Upadhyay observ-
ing that the accused were “vic-
tims, and certainly not criminals.”

The migrants were in jail
since May 18 when the FIR was
registered against them.

Nirav Mishra, the advocate
representing the accused, sub-
mitted before the court that the
migrants were without any work,
money and even food during the
lockdown. “..under these circum-
stances, they wanted to go back
home, which led to the alleged
untoward incident of May 18,and
registration of the offence in
question, wherein as many as 35
people are named as accused.”

Largely unopposed by the
state through its public prosecu-
tor, the court deemed it fit to ex-
erciseitsdiscretion torelease the
applicants on bail. The court also
observed thatinstead of arrang-
ing for their travel back home,
they were sent to jail.

Kerala softens NRI rule of
Covid-negative certificate

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE 24

CLIMBING DOWN from its ear-
lier stand that a Covid-19 nega-
tive certificate is mandatory for
flying to Kerala by special flights
from the Middle East, the state
government on Wednesday said
“all returnees should sincerely
try to take the test” in countries
which offer that facility.

The move to make the certifi-
cate mandatory had triggered
protests by NRIs and Opposition
parties, which had alleged it was
a bid to reduce the return of ex-
patriates to Kerala, where re-
turnees account for a major
chunk of Covid-19 cases.

might not get detected and en-
ter public places,” claimed an in-
dustry insider.

In its enforcement policy for
telethermographic systems as
part of Covid-19 public health
emergency recommendations,
the US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) lists “accu-
rate blackbody temperature ref-
erence source” as one of the
specifications for accuracy of
temperature from a Covid point
of view in such devices. These
thermal cameras can cover large
areas, detecting and recording
temperatures of multiple people
atonce.

However, an Indian Railway
spokesman said both types of
cameras are acceptable, depend-
ing on the purpose. “Where
mass transit is there, scanners
with black body are preferable.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said, “All those who re-
turn from countries which have
Covid-19 test facility should sin-
cerely try to take the test 72
hours within the journey.
Passengers who have not under-
gone tests abroad should un-
dergo rapid antibody test on
their arrival in Kerala airports. If
required, they would have to
take RT-PCR test also.”

The government has, how-
ever, put various conditions for
passengers depending upon
their country of origin, testing fa-
cility and status of Covid out-
break. For example, the test will
be mandatory for passengers
from the UAE as that country
subjects all outbound passen-
gers to antibody test.

illance’ cameras

For normal/controlled move-
ment, scanners without black
body are acceptable,” he said.

The spokesman said the
South Western Railway wanted
Al-based systems with face de-
tection technology. “Besides the
advantage of needing no calibra-
tion, this specification will have
higher accuracy,” he said, adding,
“the issue of specification of
black body s infructuous. All de-
cisions were taken at zonal levels
keeping in view the best needs
and solutions in the given cir-
cumstances. Both types of de-
vices are efficient and good.”

Around 35 companies partic-
ipated in the tender for North
Frontier Railway while 15 com-
peted for the one floated by
Central Railway, signifying a
growing pie for these businesses
in post-Covid India.
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Shops shut in TN

to protest custody
death of trader, son;
HC seeks report

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, JUNE 24

THE MADRAS High Court on
Wednesday sought a report
from the police on the alleged
custodial killing of aman and his
son near Thoothukudi district
that has sparked outrage across
Tamil Nadu.

P Jeyaraj (63) and his son |
Fennix (31), both traders, were
taken into custody on Friday for
allegedly violating lockdown
rules. They were later shifted
from a sub-jail to a hospital,
where they died. Their relatives
have alleged that both were
thrashed and tortured by police
personnel in custody.

The incident, which
prompted a strike by traders
and shop owners in Tamil Nadu
on Wednesday, was being
heard in the high court after the
family of the victims sought its
intervention. On Tuesday, too,
several people had hit the streets
in Sathankulam, a town near
Thoothukudi, to protest the al-
leged torture and killing.

The Madurai bench of the
Madras High Court asked the
police to submit its report on
Friday. The government has also
ordered ajudicial probe into the
matter. Justices P N Prakash and
B Pugalendi of the division bench
wanted the state police chief J K
Tripathy to appear before the
court on Wednesday, despite
Tuticorin SP Arun Balagopal and
IG South zone K P Shanmuga
Rajeswaran, being present. DGP
Tripathy was not able to come as
he had an urgent meeting in
Chennai, the court was told.

The victims’ family sought
murder charges against two po-
lice sub-inspectors, who were

placed under suspension on
Tuesday. The kin said they would
not accept the bodies till their
demand was heeded.

The post-mortem examina-
tion was carried out at the
Tirunelveli Government Hospital
in the presence of a magistrate.

According to senior police of-
ficer, the preliminary inquiry has
found “serious lapses” by the lo-
cal officers. “On Friday, a police
team visited the victims’ shop
and warned them about follow-
ing lockdown timings. They
obeyed, but allegedly made
some critical remarks. An auto
driver overheard their com-
ments and informed a police of-
ficer, which led to their custody
and severe torture,” this officer
said on Tuesday.

An officer under the district
administration had said both fa-
ther and son were tortured.

The local officer said an in-
quiry by the SP office revealed
that there were 13-15 officers
at the station when the inci-
dent happened.

“When the inspector and
other officers started beating the
father, his son questioned this.
There are two versions—one that
the son was beaten when he
questioned the attack on his fa-
ther,and another version saying
the son tried to stop the inspec-
tor from using force to prevent
the torture on his father.
However, this led to a brutal tor-
ture session on father and son at
the station. They were re-
manded in Kovilpatti sub-jail
under Sections 188,383 and 506
(II). Then they were shifted to
Kovilpatti government hospital
as their condition worsened. The
son died on Monday night and
father died early Tuesday,” the
officer said on Tuesday.

CRIME IN BENGALURU, KOLKATA
Man sat his son in car,

went to estranged wife’s
flat, killed her: Police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JUNE 24

A CHARTERED accountant who
allegedly murdered his es-
tranged wife at a flat in
Bengaluru on Sunday evening,
before returning to Kolkata and
killing his mother-in-law and
himself the following day;, left his
10-year-old son in a car in the
apartment block while allegedly
executing the murder of his wife,
Bengaluru police have found.

Analysis of CCTV footage at
Brigade Metropolis apartment
complex, in Whitefield area of
Bengaluru, has led the police to
believe that Shilpi Agarwal, 35,
who was also a chartered ac-
countant, was murdered by hus-
band Amit Agarwal, 36, around
8.30 pm on Sunday.

According to a police source,
the CCTV footage reveals that
Amit sat his 10-year-old sonina
car and returned to the 15th-
floor flat where his estranged
wife lived. “He returned to the
flat for around 20-30 minutes af-
ter leaving his son in a car. And
this was when the murder was
committed,” the source said.

Shilpi was found strangled to
death outside the kitchen on

Monday evening when the po-
lice and the estate manager of
the apartment complex opened
the flat after being alerted by
Kolkata Police following the al-
leged murder of Shilpi's mother,
and Amit's suicide there.

Shilpi lived in the Bengaluru
flat with their son.

From the flat, Bengaluru po-
lice said they found a note, al-
legedly left by Amit, claiming
that his wife and in-laws had
caused him misery for 15 years.

Mahadevapura police in
Bengaluru have registered a case
of murder against Amit on the
basis of a complaint filed by the
estate manager, M Rajanna.

Amit and Shilpi were sepa-
rated for nearly two years and
were in the process of obtaining
adivorce, the police said.

“A note was found in the
house where the body of Shilpi
Agarwal was found. It was writ-
ten by Shilpi Agarwal's husband
Amit Agarwal and it states that
he has killed Shilpi Agarwal," as
perthe FIR registered in the case.

After the murder, the police be-
lieve, Amit returned to Kolkata
with hissonand, the following day,
allegedly shot his mother-in-law
and attempted to kill his father-in-
law before committing suicide.
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Indian servicemen march in the Victory Day Parade at the Red Square in Moscow on Wednesday. Union Minister Rajnath
Singh, who is in the city to attend the celebration, tweeted, Impressive turnout of the Tri-Service contingent of the Indian
Armed Forces at the Victory Day Parade in Moscow is indeed an extremely proud and happy moment for me’. Reuters

Cabinet gives nod to private
participation in space sector

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI/PUNE, JUNE 24

THE GOVERNMENT  on
Wednesday approved the cre-
ation of anew body that will work
towards a greater involvement of
private industry, academic insti-
tutions and research organisa-
tions in India’s space sector. The
proposed Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorisation
Centre, or IN-SPACe, will actas a
single-point interface between
Indian  Space  Research
Organisation (ISRO), and every-
one who wants to participate in
space-related activities, or use
India’s space resources.

Briefing reporters after a
meeting of the Union Cabinet,
Minister of State for the Prime
Minister's Office and
Department of Space Jitendra
Singh said that the proposed
body would attempt to “en-
hance the socio-economic use of
space assets and activities, in-
cluding access to space assets
data and activities”.

“It will provide a level play-
ing field for private participants
to use Indian space infrastruc-
ture. [twill also guide the private
industries in space activities
through encouraging policies
and friendly regulatory environ-
ments,” he added.

NOD FOR Rs 15,000-CR FUND, UP AIRPORT GETS INTERNATIONAL STATUS

THE CABINET Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA),
chaired by the Prime Minister,
approved a proposal of
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry & Dairying for set-
ting up of Animal Husbandry
Infrastructure Development
Fund (AHIDF) worth Rs
15,000 crore.

It was announced as part of
the Rs 20 lakh crore Atma
Nirbhar Bharat package in re-
sponse to COVID-19 outbreak.
Under this new scheme, eligible

beneficiaries such as Farmer
Producer Organizations (FPOs),
MSMEs, Section 8 Companies,
Private Companies and individ-
ual entrepreneurs will getincen-
tiveinform of 3 per cent interest
subventiononloansto createin-
frastructure under this fund.

“There will be 2 years mora-
torium period for principal loan
amountand 6years repayment
period thereafter,” said an offi-
cial statement.

Minister of Information and
Broadcasting Prakash Javadekar

said, “The movewill helpin cre-
ation for 35 lakh new jobs.”

The Union Cabinet also ap-
proved the extension of the
term of the Commission,
headed by Justice (Retd) G
Rohini to examine the issue of
Sub-categorisation of Other
Backward Classes, by six
months till January 31,2021.

The Cabinet also gave its
approval for declaration of
Kushinagar Airport in Uttar
Pradesh as an International
Airport.

An official source said the
overall idea was to let ISRO con-
centrate on essential activities like
research and development, plan-
etary exploration, and strategic
use of space, while freeing itself
from ancillary or routine work
which could easily be done by pri-
vate industry. At the same time,
allowing industries and others
like students, researchers or aca-
demic bodies greater access to
space assets would lead toamuch
better utilisation of India space re-
sources, and more fruitful dis-
semination of space technologies.

Describing the decision as
“historic” and “pathbreaking”,

Singh said, “This decision of today
will allow ISRO to focus more on
research and development activ-
ities, while this IN-SPACe will aug-
ment the Space Commission...”
The minister also announced
a new Indian National Space
Promotion board wold also be set
up. “There will be strengthening of
the Department of Space. Some
new posts will be created, some
structures will be created but,ina
nutshell, we will have this new
board called Indian National Space
Promotion and it will take care of
whatis knownas private spaceen-
trepreneurs or non-government
space entrepreneurs,” Singh said.

Activist booked for posting video of her
children painting on her semi-nude body

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE 24

POLICE HAVE booked women’s
rights activist Rehana Fathima af-
ter she uploaded on social media
avideo of her two children paint-
ing on her semi-naked body.
Uploading the visuals,
Fathima, 33, stated on her
Facebook page that women
wearing a mere dress are not
safe ina sexually frustrated soci-
ety. The woman’s body should
be shown and what is sexuality
should be openly stated. That

Madhya Pradesh: After rise in
suicides, police to launch helpline

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, JUNE 24

THE POLICE in Madhya Pradesh's
Khandwa have decided to
launch a counselling helpline af-
teranumber of suicides and sui-
cide attempts in the districtinre-
cent weeks.

From June 1 to June 19 as
many as 26 persons died by sui-
cide. The number in the corre-
sponding period in2019 was 18.

“We are trying to rope in psy-
chiatrists and psychologists who
will provide counselling to peo-
ple,” Khandwa Superintendent
of Police Vivek Singh told The
Indian Express.

Psychiatrist at the Khandwa

From June 1 to June 19
as many as 26 persons
died by suicide

district hospital, Dr Sanjay Ingle,
claimed the number of people
trying to attempt suicide has “al-
most doubled”.

He said many of these people
are bread-winners. Others were
students preparing for compet-
itive examinations.

SP Singh said the trend was a
cause for concern. He said the
number of suicides in the district
from May 17 to May 31 was 11,
marginally more during the cor-
responding period last year

when it was nine. The SP, how-
ever, added that the number of
suicides has actually come down
from January 1 to June 19, com-
pared with the corresponding
period in 2019.

Chief Medical and Health
Officer Dr D S Chouhan said it
was true that the number of
suicides was more in the last
few weeks, but said it cannot be
attributed to the coronavirus
pandemic and subsequent
lockdown. “We can’t say they
were fuelled by the coronavirus
pandemic and that suicidal ten-
dencies have increased. There
are some months when the
number goes up and down. It
corresponds with the usual
pattern,” he said.

should begin athome to bring in
changes in society, she wrote.

Following a complaint by BJP
leader A V Arun Prakash of
Kerala’s Pathanamthitta district,
police registered a non-bailable
case against Fathima.

The state commission for pro-
tection of child rights also sought
criminal action against her. State
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights member K Nazir said
should be booked under relevant
sections of POCSO Act. Since the
video has been widely circulated
in social media, police should
also take action to remove the vi-
suals, he said.

Police have beenasked tofilea
report within ten days, Nazir said.

This is not the first time
Fathima has run into contro-
versy. In 2018, she was in the
news after attempting to visit the
Sabarimala hill shrine after the
Supreme Court lifted the age bar
on the entry of women.
Following uproar over her at-
tempt, she was suspended from
her job at BSNL on charges of
hurting religious sentiments and
was recently terminated from
employment over the same. In
2014, Fathima had participated
in the Kiss of Love campaign in
Kerala against moral policing.

He added the activities of New
Space Indialimited (NSIL), a pub-
lic enterprise created last year,
willalso be extended froma ‘sup-
ply driven’ model to a ‘demand
driven’ model. NSILwas set up for
commercial exploitation of the
research and development of
ISRO and its several centres and
laboratories. Much of the work
NSIL does will also need to be
routed through IN-SPACe now.

“Some of the planetary ex-
ploration missions will also be
opened up to the private sector
through an ‘announcement of
opportunity’ mechanism,” read
an official statement.

DD approached
for live telecast of
Amarnath pooja
during Yatra

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR, JUNE 24

THE SHRI Amarnathji Shrine
Board (SASB), which conducts
the annual Amarnath Yatra, has
approached Doordarshan for live
telecast of morning and evening
poojaon DD National during the
pilgrimage, which is likely to
start next month.

As per the proposal, there
would be live telecast of the
pooja for half-an-hour each in
mornings and evenings on DD
National, and it may be telecast
on DD Kashmir during the Yatra
period, G D Tahir, head program-
ming, Doordarshan Kendra,
Srinagar, told The Indian Express.

“If it (telecast) takes place, it
willbe afirst,” he said. “The final
decision has to be taken by the
headquarters.”

Tahirsaid, “They [SASB] have
approached Doordarshan to ex-
plore the possibility of conduct-
ing the live telecast.... It is at the
planning stage. Earlier we ran
recorded programmes during
the Yatra. This time they are
planning live telecast because
yatris (pilgrims)are not allowed
in bulk (numbers) due to the
coronavirus pandemic.”

The proposal comes at a time
when discussions are on for a
shorter version of the Yatra this

GUJARAT

year in view of the pandemic.
While officials are yet to announce
the dates, sources said it has un-
officially been informed that it is
likely tostartonJuly 21 andendin
the first week of August.

The annual pilgrimage may be
cutdownto 15 days, and take only
the shorter Baltal route, sources
said. The Baltal trek is 14 km from
the base camp at Baltal, in
Ganderbal district, although most
pilgrims choose the Pahalgam
route, which is approximately 30
km from Chandanwari in
Anantnag district.

Inastatement, the administra-
tioninformed that “all rituals with
morning and evening pooja/arti
shall take place with effect from
July 5 (Vyas Poornima) to August
3 (Raksha Bandhan), notwith-
standing the delay in a formal an-
nouncement of the dates.

Ganderbal's Deputy
Commissioner Shafqat Igbal told
The Indian Express on
Wednesday that work to pre-
pare the trek has been com-
pleted. “We have made the
preparations from our side and
we are waiting for further in-
structions,” he said. Health
Department  officials in
Ganderbal said the department
has suggested that pilgrims be-
low 15 years and above 60 years
shouldn’t be allowed this time.

WITHENS, JAMMU

Constable suspended, held
for ‘assaulting bank clerk’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SURAT, JUNE 24

A CONSTABLE attached to the
Surat Police has been suspended
and arrested for allegedly as-
saulting a woman clerk and
pushing an assistant manager of
a bank, reportedly after the lat-
ter refused to print the passbook
of the constable's relative.
Constable Ghanshyam Ahir
faced action after a call from the
office of Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman to Surat
Police Commissioner RB
Brahmbhatt, following videos of
theincident captured ona CCTV
camera, tagging her, went viral.
The NCW also wrote to the
DGP, seeking strict action.
Police sources said the inci-
dent took place on June 22, when
only two employees were pres-

ent at the bank branch in Saroli.
Two persons, including the
constable, entered the premises
and had a heated exchange with
assistant manager Harshad
Tiwari. “Clerk Suman Kumari
and I were present in the bank
on Monday afternoon when the
man, who showed me his police
identity card, used abusive lan-
guage. He was not wearing a
mask and continued to abuse
when we told him to behave
properly. He slapped Suman
when she started taking a video
of the incident on her mobile
phone. Suman fell down and she
suffered a fracture on her backin
the assault...” said Tiwari.
Punagam police inspector,
VU Gadaria said, “We registered
a non-cognisable offence on
Monday and detained Ahir. Later,
we added IPC sections... and ar-
rested him on Tuesday evening.”

Students posted ‘morphed images’ of
teachers online: Goa school files complaint

SMITANAIR
PANAJI, JUNE 24

A PROMINENT school based in
Panaji approached the police on
Wednesday withacomplaint that
some students allegedly put up
“demeaning” morphed images of
teachers, clicked during online
classes, on social media sites.
The school has suspended all
live recordings and recorded ses-
sions for Thursday and will now
admit students into Zoom study
sessions only after they give
written applications. The school
management has also asked par-

ents to monitor children’s online
activities and study sessions.

In a statement issued to par-
ents and teachers, the school
management wrote, “...a few
students have shown disrespect
by using social media platform
like Instagram in a demeaning
manner. Teachers’ faces have
been clicked during Zoom classes
aswell as fromrecorded sessions
and morphed into unacceptable
and demeaning images and up-
loaded on Instagram.”

Confirming that the school
had contacted them, SP, Crime
Branch, Pankaj Kumar Singh said
on Wednesday, “For now, we

have been intimated and will
meet the school authorities to-
morrow to take the details. They
have written to us through our
online complaints portal. We
will probe the allegations.”

One of the complaints states
that students were found to have
mutilated “power point presen-
tations and passing disrespect-
ful comments”. Teachers are
very demoralised and disheart-
ened at this behaviour of the stu-
dents, the statement reads.

In May, teachers in Goa were
given tutorials on using online
portals to reach students in the
wake of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Assam begins mental health programme to
help Covid-19 patients, those in quarantine

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, JUNE 24

THE ASSAM government has
started a mental health support
programme for Covid patients
and quarantined persons in the
state to provide emotional sup-
port, counselling and treatment.
The programme, called
‘Monon’, was started on June 17.
The team behind it comprises
220 psychiatrists, clinical psy-
chologists, psychiatric social
workers, and trained voluntary
counsellors. Itisled by Dr Mythili
Hazarika, an Associate Professor
of Clinical Psychology at Gauhati
Medical College and Hospital.

In the first six days, the
‘Monon’ team made a total of
2,543 calls to under-treatment
Covid patients or those who
have recovered. Out of this, 1,212
persons needed counselling.

According to official figures,
out of the 1,200-odd people who
needed counselling, 94 were
found to be depressed, 139 with
symptoms of clinical anxiety and
atleast nine people suffered sui-
cidal tendencies. But of the diag-
nosed people, 43 had psychiatric
symptoms before the outbreak
of the Covid pandemic. Health
officials say that further treat-
ment and rehabilitation pro-
grammes will be worked out
based on the assessments by the

‘Monon' team.

“Thisisaunique kind of a pro-
gramme, where the mental
health professionals are calling
those who might need help rather
than just waiting for them to call
us,” Hazarika told The Indian
Express. She added that each per-
son on the team is allotted to call
atleast 15 Covid patients per day.

When asked about the pri-
mary reasons behind mental
health issues that have been
found through the programme,
Hazarika told The Indian
Express, “Stress over job
prospects and financial issues of
the family; anxiety caused by a
sense of uncertainty about the
near future due to Covid; and for

New Delhi

migrant workers, whether they
can go back to where they have
come back from.”

Samir Sinha, Principal
Secretary, Health and Family
Welfare Department, told The
Indian Express, “These are criti-
cal times. Alarge number of peo-
ple, from different walks of life,
are seeking emotional support
and counselling. This pro-
gramme is our endeavour to-
wards providing people that.”

He added thatright from the
time the programme was con-
ceptualised, it was stressed that
the team should be reaching out
to people. “Unless we reach out,
we will never be able to provide
the necessary mental health

support to a vast majority, which
will otherwise remain silent
about their suffering,” Sinha said.

Apart from the calls being
made by team ‘Monon’, there are
scores of people calling the gov-
ernment of Assam’s 104 helpline
from quarantine centres seeking
help through the new initiative.
Officials plan more promotion of
the helpline in quarantine centres.

As of Wednesday, Assam has
reported over 6,000 Covid pa-
tients, of which over 2,200 are
active cases. The numbers have
increased sharply in recent
weeks, and there are fears of
community-level transmission
in Guwahati, with large parts of
the city under lockdown.
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E-Notice of Invitation of Tender

H
P

C

Government of India
Department of Atomic Energy
Directorate of Construction, Services & Estate Management
Centralized Quantity Division

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
NIT No. : DCSEM / CQD / QSC / GCNEP-II / T-site / Street

Lighting / 04 / 06-2020,dt.23.06.2020
ead, Electrical Division, DCSEM, DAE, V.S. Bhavan, Anushaktinagar, Mumbai-94 on behalf of the
resident of India invites online item rate tender (in two bid) through e-tendering mode, from eligible

contractors for the work "Providing Street Lighting and Area Lighting works for Phase-Il construction at
GCNEP Township site, Bahadurgarh, Haryana." Estimated cost Rs.189 lakh, EMD Rs.3,78,000/-,

ompletion period: 10 months and cost of tender processing fee Rs.5,900/-. Detailed tender notice

alongwith documents are available on website; www.tenderwizard.com/DAE . The processing fees
shall be paid in the form of e-payment in favour of ITI Limited New Delhi. Tender documents for view /
download from 25.06.2020 (11 00 hrs.) to 09.07.2020 (15 00 hrs.).Pre-bid clarifications from 25.06.2020
(12 00 hrs.) to 10.07.2020 (15 00 hrs.). Closing of online submission of tenders up to 17 00 hrs. on
20.07.2020. Receipt of hard copies towards EMD up to 15:00 hrs. on 21.07.2020. Opening of online
tender (technical bids) on 22.07.2020 at 15:30 hrs. Financial bids of qualified bidders shall be opened ata
later date to be notified separately. Detailed NIT is also available on website www.dcsem.gov.in. for view
only. For further information, please contact on 022- 25487416/7414/7464 Fax: 022-25565362.

H.P. invites the percentage /item rate bids .
roads under PMGSY for each of the following works including their maintenance for five year
from the eligible and approved contractors registered with HPPWD /CPWD/P&T /Railways
/Other state Govt. Central Govt. Agencies , non registered may submit the bid ,. However suc-
cessful bidder has to register in appropriate class with appropriate authority in HPPWD

CHIEF ENGINEER (SHIMLA ZONE ) HPPWD NIRMAN BHAWAN
NIGAM VIHAR SHIMLA HP BHARAT NIRMAN

UNDER PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJNA (PMGSY)
E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

The Superintending Engineer HPPWD 14th Circle HPPWD Rohru on behalf of Governor of
In electronic tendering system for construction of

Sr. |Name of
No.

Bid
Security

Cost of
Bid Form

Cost Maint.
Part Part

Period of
Completion

Pkg. Name of Work

Distt. No.

1.

Shimla [HP-09-116 365 days | 7026273 0 141000 2000

C/O balance work
of link road to
Villdisloon Km. 0/0
to 8/0 under
PMGSY (SH:- F/C
and kharanja
soling in various
reached Km. 4/300

to 8/00)

1

1

—_

Noo

Date of release of invitation for bids through e-procurement 06.7.2020

Cost of bid from as per package above (non-refundable) only in form of Demand draft in favour of
Executive Engineer HPPWD Division Dodra Kawar .

Documentary of bid document and mode of submission :- The bid document is available online
and bid should be submitted online on website: www.pmgsytenders.gov.in. The bidder would be
required to registered in the website which is free of cost. For submission the bids ,the bidder is
required to have valid digital signature certificate (DSC) from one the authorised certifying author-
ities (CA) Aspiring bidder who have not obtained the user ID and password fro participating in
e-tendering in PMGSY may obtain the same from the website pmgsytenders.gov.in.

Digital signature is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering bidders already processing the
valid digital signature issued from authorised CAs can use the same in this tender .

Non registered bidders may submit bids: the successful bidders must get registered in appropriate
class with appropriate authorities before signing the contract.

Submission of original documents : the bidders are required to submit (a) original demand draft
towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security in approved from and (c) original
affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provision of
clause 4.4B(a) (ii) ITB with Superintending Engineer 14th circle HPPWD Rohru address and detail
of office where to be submitted on a date not later than three working days after the opening of
technical qualification part of the bid either by registered post by hand .

Last date for receipt of bid through procurement on dated 20.07.2020

The site for the work is available.

Only online submission of bids is permitted therefore bids must be submitted online on website:
www.pmgsttenders.gov.in. The technical qualification part of the bids will be opened at 11.00 on
dated 21.07.2020 in the office of Superintending Engineer 14th Circle HPPWD Rohru by the
authorised officers. If the office happen to be closed of the date of opening of the bids as specified
.The bids will be opened online on the next working day at same time.

The bidder is not required to quote his rate for routine maintenance .The rates to be paid for rou-
tine maintenance are indicated in the bill of quantities .Further the payment for routine mainte-
nance to the contractor shall be regulated based on the performance of maintenance activity.
The bid for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than ninety days after
the deadline date for the bid submission.

10. Bidders may bid for any one more of the work mentioned in the table above to qualify for package

of contracts made up of this and other contracts for which bids are invited in the same NIT .The
bidder must demonstrate having experience and resource sufficient to meet the aggregate of the
qualifying criteria for the individual contracts.

1. Other detail can be seen in the bidding documents .The Employer shall not be held able for any
delay due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the
bidders of any bid updates. The Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the
bidder it is the bidder'sresponsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the
tender.

For further detail please log on to http//pmgsytenders.gov.in
Superintending Engineer,

137/H.P. 14th circle HPPWD Rohru.

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that
one male person namely Unknown
S/lo Unknown R/o Unknown. Age
about 70 years, Height 5'2", Complexion fair,
Face long, Build thin, wearing Blue colour
T-shirt, Black colour lower and bare feet has
been found unconcious at 2161, D.B. Gupta
Road, Near Domino's, Pahar Ganj, Delhi
and admitted in LHMC Hospital vide MLC
No. 1615/2020 dated 10.06.2020. During treatment he was
dead on 15.06.2020.

In this regard a DD No. 55-A dated 15.06.2020 has been
lodged in PS Pahar Ganj, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about this
decreased person may kindly inform to the undersigned at the
address or telephone nos. given below. SHO

PS Pahar Ganj, Delhi
Ph. 011-23520787, 23524746
8750012525, 8750042525

DP/161/CD/2020

Container Corporation of India Ltd.
(A Government of India Undertaking, Ministry of Railways)
2nd floor, NSIC MDBP Building,

OKHLA INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,NEW DELHI-110020

E-TENDER NOTICE
Tender No. CON/EP/NCR/DER/P.WAY/2020

CONCOR invites online open e-tender in Single bid system for
“Renewal of Existing BG Track and Annual Preventive
Maintenance of CONCOR Siding at ICD/Dadri “. Last date of
sale is 16-07-2020 up to 17:00 hrs. For more details visit
www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL & www.concorindia.co.in

=

Chief General Manager/NCR

Divl. Rly. Manager, N.W.Rly. Bikaner for
and on behalf of President of India invites
sealed open tender for the following
works on the date shown as below.
Tender No. : S&T-BKN-ET 176, Name
of work with its Location :
Strengthening of telecom assets over
BKN division., Approx. cost of work :
Rs. 1526278.46, Earnest Money : Rs.
30600.00, Date and time for
submission of Tender : Up to 15.00
Hrs. of 17.07.2020, Website from
which complete Tender details can be
seen & download : www.ireps.gov.in
601-SP/20

Please join us on TE INWRailways

Zzz77 TRCOLINTERNATIONAL LIITED 7,

g
web : www.ircon.org, CIN-L45203DL1976G0OI1008171
e-Procurement Notice
e-Tender No.: IRCON/2068/HB/Control Room/Tender/2020/04  Dated: 25.06.2020
e-Tender for and on behalf of East Central Railway is invited from bidders meeting
qualifying requirements for the work of “Extension of existing control room
complex of divisional office at Sonepur in connection with Hajipur-Bachwara
Doubling Projectin Sonepur Division of East Central Railway.”

Estimated Cost of the work < 4.98 Crores (Approx) |
Last Date & Time of e-Bid Upto 15.00 Hrs. on 17.07.2020 |
For further details and updates, visit website https://www.etenders.gov.in/

eprocure/app. Corrigendum, if any, would be hosted only on the above website.
CGM/CIVIL/HB,
IRCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
1st Floor, Sone Bhawan, Daroga Prasad Rai Path, Patna-800001, BIHAR
Phone:+91-612-2507777; FAX:+91-612-2506888; Mob.:9065526680, Email: mahboob.alam@ircon.org

NMDC Limited

(A Government of India Enter
Donlmalal Complex, Post: Donimalai, PIN-583118
Taluk: Sandur, Dist: Ballari-Karnataka
TENDER NOTIFICATION
Sealed tenders are inviting from the competent and experienced bidder for the following works:

Sl. No|Tender No. & Date | Name of Work | Cost of |EMD(R)| Sale/ | Lastdate of
Work(®) download | Submission
period  |upto15:00 Hrs
1. |CE/W/7(260)/2020| “Repair and 71.79 | 72000/-[25/06/2020 24/07/2020
Date 24/06/2020 | Maintenance of | | akhs To
Residential and 24/07/2020
Non-Residential
Buildings in
Donimalai
Township for the
year 2020-21
2. |CE/W/8(433)/2020| ‘Renovation of | 73.64 |73650/-[27/06/2020) 24/07/2020
Date 24/06/2020 | NMDC Yashodha | Lakhs To
Arogyavardhini 27/07/2020
HospitalDonimalai
(Phase-ll)”
NMDC/Donimalai/ ; P
3. 40/20-21/ETI240 ]I(g\rnlgeus rT<]apteerr;51erfor Supply of “Safety Items 1410712020
Date 25/06/2020
4. INMDC/Donimalaif | [nyites e-tender for Supply of “Spares for
41/20-21/ET/241 | KAWASAKI 90Z5 FEL's Loader” 14/07/2020
Date 25/06/2020

Further clarification, tender related SI. No. 1 to 2 may contact diomcivil@nmdc.co.in
or by fax message to 08395-274644 and the detailed NIT and tender documents |can be
viewed and /or downloaded from NMDC's website
https://www.nmdc.co.in/nmdctender/default.aspx or Central Public Procurement
Portal https:/www.eprocure.gov.in. Further, for any corrigendum, amendments,
clarification etc may please follow the above website.

For SI.No. 3 &4 of above work; Prospective bidders may download the tender documents
from website https://www.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome/nmdc/ and upload their offer
on the portal as per instructions provided in tender document. All prospective bidders are
requested to visit above mentioned MSTC website regularly for any corrigendum in this
regard. The tender will also be uploaded in CPP portal and NMDC website.

CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT
Central Office: Lokmangal,
1501, Shivajinagar, Pune - 411 005

o6 31TH HERTSE

Bank of Maharashtra

I TP Bl T

o@ aldaw_e® da

CORRIGENDUM

RFP for Renewal of Master Insurance Policies of our Bank

Please refer to our RFP dated 17/06/2020 in respect of
Renewal of Master Insurance Policies of our Bank.
Draft of Corrigendum is uploaded on our bank’'s website.
www.bankofmaharashtra.in/tenders.

Deputy General Manager,

Date: 24.06.2020 Corporate Services Dept.

Gujarat Rural Industries Marketing Corporation Ltd.

[y (A Government of Gujarat undertaking)

Block No. 17, 5th Floor, Udyog Bhavan, Sector -11,
I Gandhinagar - 382011, Tele No. 079-232-27243, 232 23763
E-mail : grimco_1979@yahoo.com
ONLINETENDER NOTICE : Project/SolarLoom/01/2020-21

and Project/SolarCharkha/02/2020-21

Gujarat Rural Industries Marketing Corporation Ltd. Invites the Online
E-Tender for Semi Automatic Solar Loom (without Read and Heald) with
Padle and Solar Kit (Approx. Qty. 120 Nos.) Corporation/ Company/
Firm/NGO/Proprietor and Solar Charkha (Approx. Qty. 440 Nos.) Only
KVIC approval manufacturer/ NGO/firm/ Proprietor as per the Demand given
by Gujarat Khadi Gramodhyog Board under Annual Rate Contract.

Description Tender Duration
Online Submission of Financial bid | On 24.06.2020 to 14.07.2020
and all Technical documents. up to 18:00hrs.
Pre —Bid Meeting On 06-07-2020,12:00 hrs.

All Physical tender documents can be downloaded free from web site
www.nprocure.com & www.grimco.nprocure.com. All Online

@ PARADIP PORT TRUST
e-TENDER-CALL NOTICE
Name of the work "Resurfacing
of Road from Jgannath
Temple to Kapilamuni Ashram
& Road in front of STP-
2MLD/". Estimated cost
379,18,756.12. Last date &
time of submission of Bid
10.07.2020 at 17.15 Hrs. For
details please refer our website
https:/leprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app
Executive Engineer,

Roads & Building Division
PPT/PR/91/20-21 __ Dated: 24.6.2020

EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY {#:

E-TENDER NOTICE

No.: ECR-CAO-CON-NORTH-ETN-14-20-21
E-TENDERIS INVITED ON BEHALF OF
THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA FOR THE
UNDER MENTIONED WORK.
Particulars : S.N.1. Name of work :
Supplying and stacking of machine
crushed stone track ballast Pakur/
Sahebganj Range as per Railway/RDSO
specifications on cess and spreading the
same on formation between Sathi-
Narkatiaganj section (Approx. km
234/500 To Km 245/300) including Sathi
yard in connection with doubling of
Sagauli- Narkatiaganj section under DY.
CE/Con/ BTH of Samastipur division.
2. Approx cost of the work :
Rs. 4,02,62,180/- 3. Earnest money:
Rs. 3,51,300/- 4. Date and time for
closing of tender : 17.07.2020 at 14.30
hrs. 5. Website particular, Notice board
location where complete details of
tender can be seen and addressed of
the office from where the tender ofrm
be purchased etc : The above E-
Tender, E-Tendering document alongwith
full information is available on website i.e.
http://www.ireps.gov.in and also can see
in the office of CAO/Con/ECR, MHX,
Patna Note : Tenderers are requested to
visit the website http://www.ireps.gov.in
atleast 10 days before last date of closing
for latest corrigendum/ corrections etc in
response to this E-tender

en

Invitation for Bids No.: 001/2020
LOAN/GRANT NO. AND TITLE: LOAN NO.: 3573-IND/ HIMACHAL PRADESH SKILL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION, VOCATIONAL AND INDUSTRIAL TRAINING

HIMACHAL PRADESH, SUNDER NAGAR
Date: 22.06.2020

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF BIDS: 24.07.2020 UPTO 12.30 P.M.

Contract Package (NCB) No. and Title: Supply of the Machinery & Equipment’s for Industrial Training Institutes to

hance Technical and Vocational Skills among the youth of Himachal Pradeshunder following packages/lots:

For and behalf of NMDC Ltd.
Jt. GM (Production)

on

au

submitted documents must be submitted physically also.

CAO/Con/North
EC. Rly. MHX, Patna
PR/344/CONN/ENGG/ T/20-21/44

Managing Director

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

SOURA SRINAGAR, J&K-190011
Department of Materials Management (Imports Section)
E-mail: ammoimports@skims.ac.in, Fax No: 0194-2403404

e-NIT No.: SIMS-324-NIT 08 (IMPORTS) OF 2020
DATED: 23.06.2020

Subject: Abbreviated NIT for Supply/ Installation/ Commissioning of Automated

Coagulation Analyzer on reagent rental basis in the Department of Cl.
Hematology, SKIMS.

On behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu and Kashmir union territory,

through Director, Sher-I-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences, e-tenders are
invited from the original manufacturers/their Indian subsidiaries/Indian Agents

the authorization of principal manufacturers/Indian Subsidiary if 100% sub-

sidiary of foreign principals (for Imported equipment) and manufacturers/their

thorized dealers for the J&K (for indigenous equipment) for Automated

Coagulation Analyzer on reagent rental basis in the Department of CI.
Hematology, SKIMS as per following details:-

Delhi Transport Infrastructure

Development Corporation Ltd.

An Enterprises of Govt. of NCT of Delhi.
ISBT Kashmere Gate Delhi-110006

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Executive Engineer, DTIDC invite tenders on behalf of MD, DTIDC Ltd
for the following works through e procurement solution only.

1 NIT No. : 04/DTIDC/2020-21
Tender ID No. 1 2020_DTIDC _191938_1
Name of work : M/o ISBT at Kashmere Gate
SH : Painting of Exterior Building of ISBT

Kashmere Gate
: Rs. 36,73,731/-
: Rs. 73,475/-
Time Allowed : Two Months
Last date of receipt of Tenders : 07/07/2020

Estimated Cost
Earnest Money

The Tender forms and other detail can be obtained from the website :
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in/

Name of the equipment

Qty Tender fee EMD

Automated Coagulation Analyzer

02 Rs. 2,000 Rs. 3,00,000

The detailed tender document is available on www.jktenders.gov.in & on SKIMS
website www.skims.ac.in. The NIT schedule is as per following:

Package No.

Title

H

PSDP-DOTE/01 Automobile and related equipment’s:
Lot-2.1: Engine & engine parts

Lot-2.2: Chassis

H

PSDP-DOTE/02-R2 Information Technology and related equipment’s:
Lot-4.1: CAD software
Lot-4.2: MS office & Antivirus Software

Lot-4.3: Designing software

H

PSDP-DOTE/03 Electrical andElectronics related equipment’s:
Lot-2.1: AC & refrigeration items

Lot-2.2: Audio-visual & communication devices
Lot-2.3: Electronics items

Lot-3.1: Metering & Measuring Devices

Lot-3.2: Electrical Lab equipments

H

PSDP-DOTE/04 Mechanical and related equipment’s:

Lot-2.1: Test equipment & hand operated moulding machines
Lot-2.2: Microprocessor/ PLC controller based machines
Lot-2.3: Extruding Machines

Lot-2.4: Automatic forming & moulding machines

Lot-2.5: Stretch Blow moulding machine

2.

India has receiveda loan from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) towards the cost of “Himachal Pradesh Skill
Development Project” and it intends to apply part of the proceeds of this financingto the payment under the
ContractPackage named above. Bidding is open to Bidders from eligible source countries of ADB.

The"Directorate of Technical Education, Vocational and Industrial Training, Himachal Pradesh”, represented by the Director (“The
Purchaser”) invites sealed bids from eligible Bidders for thesupply of various equipment’sfor Industrial Training Institutes.

Last Date for Submission of Online Bids

27.07.2020 upto 4.00 P.M.

Opening of Technical Bids

29.07.2020 at 12.30 P.M.

No.

Dated: 23.06.2020

Complete bidding process will be done online on e-tender portal Errorl

Hyperlink reference not valid. The tenders should be submitted strictly in accor-
dance with the provisions of the detailed NIT. No Proposal will be accepted in
physical form.

Sd/-Asstt. Materials Management Officer (Imports)
For & on behalf of Chief of

SIMS-324-eNIT 08 (I 2020-2018-24 M
oo . mPorts) Materials Management

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
DTIDC Ltd. ISBT

DIP/Shabdarth/0107/20-21 Kashmere Gate, Delhi

1.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer , Shimla Division No-lll, HPPWD , Shimla-3 on behalf of Governor of H.P
invites the online bids on item rate, in electronic tendering system, in 2 Cover System for the under
mentioned work from the eligible and approved contractors/firms registered with HP.PWD.
Department.

©®

However, for complete eligibility and qualification requirements, respective bid document should be referred.

To obtain further information and inspect the bidding documents, Bidders should contact:

Attention: The Director, Directorate of Technical Education, Vocationaland Industrial Training, Circular Road,
Lalit Chowk, Sunder Nagar, District: Mandi, Himachal Pradesh, ZIP Code: 175018; Country: India.
Telephone & Fax: 01907-266120; 266722, E-mail address: techedu-hp@nic.in

To purchase the bidding documents in English language, eligible Bidders should write or visit at the office of the

Purchaser at address stated above and pay a non-refundable fee of INR 10,000for each bidding documentin the

form of Bank Demand Draft.

In case of written request, the document will be sent by post and no liability will be accepted, for loss or late delivery.

The bidders who wish to receive the bidding document by post/courier shall have to pay for each bidding document

an additional amount of INR 3,000/- for delivery within India or USD 250 for delivery outside India. The method of

payment will be through bank demand draft payable at Sundernagar, Himachal Pradesh, India.

The eligible bidders may otherwise download the bidding document for English language from the website:

http://techedu.hp.gov.in/,such bidders shall be required to submitl NR 10,000 with their bidfor each bidding docu-

mentin the form of Bank demand draft in the name of the Director Technical Education, HP, Sundernagar towards
cost of bidding document.

Deliver your bid

® to the address above, ® On or before the deadline: 24.07.2020 at 12.30 P.M.

® together with a Bid Security as described in the Bidding Document.

Bids will be opened on 24.07.2020 at 12.30. P.M. in the presence of Bidders’ representatives who choose to attend.

The Purchaser will not be responsible for any cost or expenses incurred by the bidder in connection with the prepa-

ration or delivery of bids. A

1170/HP Director

3. National Competitive Bidding will be conducted in accordance with ADB's Single-stage: Two-envelope bidding Sr. Name of Work Estimated EMD Cost of Eligible
procedure and is open to all Bidders from eligible countries as described in the Bidding Document. No. Cost Tender Class of
4. Only eligible Bidders with the following key qualifications should participate in this bidding: Contractor
Package Lot No.| Contractual Experience: Successful comple- | Average Annual Turnover: Minimum average 1. | S/R to Armsdale Building at HP Sectt. Chotta Rs. Rs. Rs. Class-A
tion as main supplier within the last three (3) | annual turnover as indicated below calculated Shimla(SH:-P/F hogh pressure laminate and GRC |1,02,42,805/- |1,35,000/- 5.000/-
years, of at least One (1) contract with nature, | as total payments received by the Bidder for wall Cladding in outer side and P/F UPVC win- e " ’
and complexity similar to the scope of supply | contracts completed or under execution over d ESS EgS il f d to 6th
described in Section 6 (Schedule of Supply). | the last three (3) years.The Average Annual ows, - railing trom ground floor 1o
The contract value of Lot is indicated below: | Turnover of the Lot is indicated below: floor in Phase-I front side of Armsdale Building).
HPSDP-DOTE/01 | Lot-2.1 | INR 470.00 Lakhs INR 1174.00 Lakhs 2. Availability of Bid Documents and Mode of Submission: The Bid document is available online
Lot-2.2 | INR 350.00 Lakhs INR 874.00 Lakhs and bid should be submitted in online mode on website: https://hptenders.gov.in. Bidder would be
HPSDP-DOTE/02-R2 | Lot-4.1 | INR 27.00 Lakhs INR 68.00 Lakhs required to register in the website which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder is
Lot4.2 [INR 12.00 Lakhs INR 31.00 Lakhs reqmrgd to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities
(CA). “Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user ID and password for participating in e-ten-
Lot-4.3 | INR 5.00 Lakhs INR 13.00 Lakhs dering in HPPWD may obtain the same from the website: https://hptenders.gov.in. Digital signature
HPSDP-DOTE/03 | Lot-2.1 | INR 32.00 Lakhs INR 81.00 Lakhs is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering. Bidders already possessing the digital signature
Lot-2.2 [INR 75.00 Lakhs INR 187.00 Lakhs issued from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender.
Lot-2.3 | INR 55.00 Lakhs INR 136.00 Lakhs 3. Key Dates:
Lot-3.1 | INR 55.00 Lakhs INR 138.00 Lakhs 1. | Date of Online Publication 09.07.2020 17.00 hrs.
Lot-3.2 | INR 109.00 Lakhs INR 272.00 Lakhs 2. | Document Download Start and End Date 09.07.2020 17.00 hrs. upto 23.07.2020 17.00 hrs.
HPSDP-DOTE/04 | Lot-2.1 | INR 32.00 Lakhs INR 80.00 Lakhs 3. | Bid Submission Start and End Date 09.07.2020 17.00 hrs. upto 23.07.2020 17.00 hrs.
Lot-2.2 | INR 84.00 Lakhs INR 210.00 Lakhs 4. | Physical Submission of EMD and Cost of 24.07.2020 upto 11.00 hrs.
Lot-2.3 [ INR 70.00 Lakhs INR 174.00 Lakhs Tender Document
Lot-2.4 | INR 20.00 Lakhs INR 50.00 Lakhs 5. | Date of Technical Bid opening, Evaluation of Technical| 24.07.2020  11.00 hrs.
Bid followed by Opening of Financial Bid.
Lot-2.5 | INR 8.00 Lakhs INR 20.00 Lakhs

116

4. TENDER DETAILS:
The Tender Documents shall be uploaded online in 2 Cover:

i).  Cover 1: shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical Documents/ Eligibility Information”.
ii). Cover2: shall contain “BOQ/Financial Bid”, where contractor will quote his offer for each item.

SUBMISSION OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS: The bidders are required to submit (a) original demand draft
towards the cost of bid document and (b) FDR in original towards bid security/Earnest Money Deposit
(EMD) and other Technical Documents in O/O Executive Engineer, Shimla Division NO-Ill, HPPWD
Shimla-3, H.P. as specified in Key dates Sr. No. 4 on Tender Opening Date, failing which the bids will be
declared non-responsive.

BID OPENING DETAILS: The bids shall be opened on 24.07.2020 at 11.00 hrs. in the office of Executive
Engineer, Shimla Division No. [l HPPWD Shimla-3 H.P.by the authorised officer. In their interest the ten-
derer are advised to be present along with original documents at the time of opening of tenders. If the office
happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next
working day at the same time and venue.

The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 120 days after the dead-
line date for bid submission.

Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for
any delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bid-
ders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It
is the bidders’ responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender.

5/H.P. “HIM SUCHANA AWAN JAN SAMPARK”

OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL MANAGER , CTU, DIRECTOR
TRANSPORT UNION TERRITORY, CHANDGIARH

CORRIGENDUM/ADDENDUM
Refer to notice o . CCI/CTU/2020/5341,Dated
08.06.2020 invited e-tender (Tender ID

2020_CHD_55495_1) to Supply, installation of Automatic
Vehicle Location System (AVLS) of AIS: 140 standard
along with Panic Button and Supply , installation, of 06
new 50” PIS and Design, Development, Implementation
and Operation & Maintenance 08 (06 New +02 OIld )
Passenger Information System (PIS) Design,
Development, Implementation and Operation &
Maintenance of 213 Buses ( 173 +40), Supply, Installation,
Design, Development, Implementation and Operation &
Maintenance for Ultrasonic fuel sensor for 213 Buses on
monthly basis appeared in the leading newspaper and
also displayed on the website of the undertaking as well as
website of the Chandigarh Administration i.e.
chdctu.gov.in and http://etenders.chd.nic.in/ and with
respect to pre-bid meeting held on 16-06-2020 certain
amendments/modifications are hereby made in the e-ten-
der document /RFP dated 08-06-2020.The addendum as
well as replies to the Pre-bid queries are uploaded on
website: http://etenders.chd.nic.in/ and chdctu.gov.
which may be referred to by all prospective bidders.

Sd./- General Manager,
For Divisional Manager ,CTU &
Director Transport,U.T., Chandigarh.

Government of Jammu and Kashmir
J&K E-GOVERNANCE AGENCY, IT DEPARTMENT

CIVIL SECRETARIAT, JAMMU

Subject: Notice inviting Tender for “Empanelment and
Rate Contract for Scanning and Digitization of
Files” of Government of Jammu and Kashmir”
NOTIFICATION NO.: 03- JaKeGA of 2020
DATED: 23-06-2020
Jammu & Kashmir e-Governance Agency (JaKeGA),
Information Technology Department, J&K invites bids for
selection of agencies for “Empanelment and Rate
Contract for Scanning and Digitization of Files of
Government of Jammu and Kashmir” as per the detailed
scope of work provided in the RFP document.

Important dates for key activities are as under:

S. |[Key Activities Date and Time/Remarks
No.

1. |Date of Publication of RFP Start Date: From 2.00
PM. of 23.06.2020 on

www.jktenders.gov.in

03.00 P.M. of 23.06.2020
onwards

2. |RFP Document Download Date

07.07.2020 at 4.00 P.M.
Queries to be emailed at
ceojakega@nic.in

3. |Last Date/ Time for
Submission of written queries
as per Annexure B by intend-
ing bidders through email at:
ceojakega@nic.in

Sd/- Chief Executive Officer

J&K e-Governance Agency

Information Technology Department

No: JaKeGA/Gen/04/2019 ) 1645 Dated: 23.06.2020

New Delhi
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1 VVIP CHOPPER CASE TATA
Retired DSP D h i os dt nEATA
. l] k The Tata Power Company Limited
ShOOtS hlmself Searc eS premlses 1 e 0 Registered Office: Bombay House, 24,
° Homi Mody Street, Mumbai 400 001.
. Tel: 91 22 6665 8282 Fax: 91 22 6665 8801
in Patna former Emaar MGF director L e e
]
Email: tatapower@tatapower.com Website: www.tatapower.com H H
Suicide nOte were carried out in Delhi, ~ searches were based on NOTICE OF RECORD DATE Admission Announcement for
EXPRESSNEWS Gurgaon and Noida. questioning of accused | [NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Section 91 of the Ph.D. Program » 2020-21 (Autumn Semester)
found. COoDS SERVICE Gupta and Emaar who provided new infor- | [Companies Act, 2013 that Wednesday, 8" July 2020 has been
. p NEW DELHI, JUNE 24 MGF—a joint venture be-  mation on Gupta’s role. fixesl a5 ihe Record Datis for the purpose of payment of: Applications are invited for (1) Regular and (2) Part-Time Ph.D. Programme from eligible
tween Emaar and MGF In 2016, ED had ques- | | " ,ﬁgﬁ?@L;”Jj;?E}e°B;h§el?uore;951959@55%”&6? 'jeggzrga(\)tgg candidates in disciplines of (i) Civil Engineering, (ii) Electrical Engineering, (iii) Mechanical
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE THE  ENFORCEMENT that has now separated— tioned Gupta in connec- eachand T Engineering, (iv) Computer Science & Engineering, (v) Humanities and Social Sciences
PATNA, JUNE 24 Directorateon Wednesday ~— havebeenunderthelensof  tion with the case. Emaar | [ii. The redemption proceeds of the Separately Transferable English, Sociology, Economics) (vi) Basic Sciences (Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics
. . - . . roce 9 )% Y y
searchedninelocationsas-  central agencies overits  India stated: “Emaar and Tﬁ;gj&%‘;‘;ﬁp””cma' t,Pa;‘Zé (?of O‘gggg Debentures for the academic year 2020-2021 (Autumn Semester) online through webslte:
ARETIRED deputy superinten-  sociated with former connection withalleged ~MGFhad parted ways few bot:] i) ggggrega NG T e OLERE: www.iitram.ac.in as per the following schedule:
dent of police (DSP), whowas Emaar MGF director VVIPchopperdealmiddle- years back and Mr Y For The Tata Power Company Limited ® Applicant t follow th q
knownasanencounterspecialist ~ Shravan Gupta across man Guido Haschke. The  Shravan Gupta hasnorole H. M. Mistry Description Date d_pp||can dS mltﬁ ° %W't € procedure
during his time in Mokama, near ~ Delhi-NCR in connection  defence brokerhadbeena  inEmaarIndia and is also Company Secretary - P— Ispiayed on the website. .
T X : L . Place: Mumbai Opening of Application Portal 25-06-2020 | @ Incomplete applications are likely
Patna, died in hisresidenceinthe ~ with the Rs 3,600-crore  non executive directorin  nolonger Dated : 23° June 2020 and Submission of Online to be reiected
city's Mitramandal Colony on  AgustaWestland scam. the company. on the : ot to be rejected. .
o . . N Application 18-07-2020 | @ Applicants are advised to visit
Tuesday. The police said he shot Sources said searches Sources said ED Board.. Uﬁl w el ﬁm 461005 (1.1 e -
himselfon the temple with hisli- ‘ b R CEU LG ] v RN Last Date for submission of institute's website regularly for
censed pistol. He retired in 2012. D TR BT 35 ot et scanned Application Form with | 20-07-2020 (L;pf[ja}ltes as well as for other
The victim, K Chandra, 68, was HINDUSTAN PETROLEUM SECURITY PAPER MILL, HOSHANGRBAD-461005 (M.P) all necessary enclosures (by 1700 hrs) etalls. — llc. Registrar

under treatment for depression
forthelast 16 years, and took anti-
depressants, his family has told
the police.

The police said Chandra, lefta
note in which he expressed frus-
tration with the civic system, es-
pecially waterlogging and collec-
tion of garbage outside his house.
The note accuses a neighbour of
allegedly causing this waterlog-
ging by dumping garbage and
construction material on theroad
outside.

DSP, Phulwarisharif, Sanjay
Kumar Pandey said, “We have
found a three-page suicide note.
Itlooksacase of suicide as of now.”

Chandra's son Nischay
Shrestha, an advocate, said his fa-
ther was hugely upset and frus-
trated with continuous waterlog-
gingoutside their home - aresult
of blocked drains and the area's
low-lyinglocation. “He had called

aneighbour to d.iSCUSS the prob- #oDlgocgUNCInggRESTRY RESZE?;ROC(I;ISAIZgﬂEg]lg:E)O N NOTICE amount and interest thereon.
lemOfwateﬂOgg“:lgHehad b??n L - Notice is hereby given that in compliance with Regulation 47 read with The borrower's attention is invited to the provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of
very frustrated with our inability P.O. NEW FOREST, DEHRADUN - 248 006 (Uttarakhand) Regulation 33 of SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure time available, to redeem the secured asset.
to do anything to address this is- Advt. No. 1_IF.A.ISr. M.O./M.0.IA.0.IFRO/2020-I_CFRE Requirements) Regulations, 2015, a meeting of Board of Directors of SI. [ Name [Name of the|Description of the charged/mortgaged property| Date of Amount
sue.” Shrestha said. VRS TR ST vd R gRye 9Rd AnIRet 9 ufafrgfia| | National Fertilizers Limited is scheduled to be held at Noida (Uttar No.| ofthe | Borrower/ |(all the part & parcel of the property consisting| Demand |outstanding
) . S A — . Pradesh) on Tuesday, 30" June, 2020, inter-alia to consider, approve Account | Guarantor of) Notice as on the
Shrestha has told the police MR WX 01 U< e FelledR (@ Afga — 13) Tevrgd & forg, 01 ug and take on record the Audited financial results of the company for the Y (Owner Date of date of
that on Tuesday he had seen his | |aRw ffdear sifErer (4 Afgaxt — 11) <evIgd & fery, 05 ug fafdear| | quarter and year ended 31* March, 2020, after these results are Branch of the Possession| demand
father go to the verandah and | | &M@ (7 §fge — 10) 04 Us <ERIGH 9 01 U SR B AT, 02 U ;f"iewe‘: ?Y::eglédé‘l?gmmfe °f"fh|e sgar‘# ding) Reguiations, 2015 property) Notice notice
: P B -~ ursuant to the rohibition of Insider Trading) Regulations, - - - -
wite somethingn anotebook, || I (13w o) o101 T e 9 T 0276 71 | 2 o vt e by o o Eachangce o | | [Wrror [Worigagor [A Pt pat e o skt pose el Latorde T ¥
Before we could comprehend @ —7) 01—01 U AT T % T aRT 89| | India Ltd. Vide NSE/CML/2019/11 dated 02" April, 2019 ("Circular”), the Blo: RPS |Khan S/o Mr.|S/o Mr. Shamshul H rea measuring 07 Dhur| & ’(R’s
anything, he went to his room, ITIET AT v 8 | favqa A= & forg Moatoestof¥oto & dqwrge| | trading Window for dealing in the shares of the Company shall remain Residentiall shamshul orc:WGIS f? Ssalg D:eqdu‘la\lg ;7818 ZZf‘eud 1% 03 200“9 Paper seventeen
took out his pistol and shot him- | | nttp:/iwww.icfre.org o i srepmT 2 wear 7 & | amarast s @ aifecsy| | Closed from 1% April, 2020 till 48 hours after the declaration of financial for Publi H bearing Book No.01. Zild No.13. Page No.21a|Publication | (3¢ Tinas
P . nttp:/lwww.[clre.org the quarter and year ended 31.03.2020 i.e. 02" July, 2020 for Designated S“h '°| aque eazfg‘g KﬁO N°- 835 'Kh 0. N 2?%2 P °-PI dt: ac ninety
Se!fonthe ngthemple, the son fer 25.08.2020 ® | Persons, Designated Employees and their Immediate relatives. choo t'\? 1502 Tatii N?).303‘ TheﬁraN °1'1 it( )t' g OE 17.02.2019 thi)i\;r;d
said.Chandradiedonwaytohos- | ||CFRE is inviting applications from Indian Nationals for filling up the 01| | Keeping in view of ending of first quarter for F.Y. 2020-21 on 30.06.2020 M%haua-khgﬁubanria Ward Ne 51 OHO,aif]g“,\?oewg, Letter dt: eight
pital, the police said. post of Financial Advisor (Pay Martix Level-13) at Dehradun, 01 postof Sr. | | read with Circular, the trading window shall continue to be closed from 101(0)/143(New), Mauza-Mahal Sandaipur, PS-|29-082020|  pndred
Medical Officer (Pay Matrix Level-11) at Dehradun, 05 posts of Medical July 1, 2020 till 48 hours after the declaration of financial results for the Sultanganj, Dist ’Patna. Bihar. Bounded: On the & sixty four
Officer (Pay Matrix Level -10) 04 for Dehradun & 01 for Jabalpur, 02 posts | | Quarter ended 30" June 2020. North by-12 feet wide Road, On the South by-Khesra| "takenon |  only)
C 3 d t l of Accounts Officer (Pay Matrix Level-8) one each at Coimbatore &| | The said Notice may be accessed on the Company's website No.2124(P), On the East by-Khesra No.2124(P), On| 23.06.2020
oVl prO 0Co Jodhpur, and 02 post of Forest Range Officer (Pay Matrix Level -7) one| | WWW.nationalfertilizers.com and on the BSE/NSE website the West by-Khesra No.2124(P).
. &K d : each at Ranchi and Jorhat on deputation basis. The detailed| | WWw-bseindia.comandwww.nseindia.com respectively Sd/- 2. |Smt. Pinki [Mortgagor: |All that part and parcel of the residential landed|05.09.2019 3
row: I admin advertisement is placed under Recruitment section of ICFRE website Place: New Delhi (Ashok Jha) Kumari  [Smt. Pinki |property along with present future construction|50 5 2020] 21,61,438/-
. t . . http://www.icfre.org. Last date of receipt of application is 25.08.2020. Date: 23.06.2020 Company Secretary W/o Shri  |Kumari thereon in the name of Smt. Pinki Kumari (Pinki| = " (Rs. Twenty
a OI1tS Inquir i . - P - Naveen  |(Pinki Devi) |Devi) W/o Shri Naveen Kumar measuring 01 Katha one lac
pp q y . HT_HT_STﬁT_TI_/Secretary, ICFRE NFL : Farmers' Friend, Nation's Pride Kumar W/o Shri 01 Dhur 10 Dhurki situated at Mouza-Saichak, PS- sixty one
B/o: RPS |Naveen Phulwari Sharif, under Tauzi No.5119, PS No.32, thousand
Offlcer tO lOOk ( WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY Residential |Kumar Khata No.96, Plot No0.466, bearing Sale Deed four hundred
. Public No.3816 dated 09.03.2017 recorded at SRO Patna thirty eight
lntO thl'ee deathS TRANSMISSION COMPANY LIMITED School in Book No.01, Zild No.46, CD No.12, Pages 330 only)
to 338. Bounded: On the North: 5 feet wide road
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CORPORATION LIMITED 9
Registered Office: 17, Jamshediji Tata Road, Mumbai - 400 020
Tel: 022 - 22863900 Fax : 022 - 22872992
Website : www.hindustanpetroleum.com Email : corphqo@hpcl.in

CIN : L23201MH1952G01008858
NOTICE OF BOOK CLOSURE

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 91 of the Companies
Act, 2013 read with Rule 10 of the Companies (Management and
Administration) Rules, 2014 and the applicable SEBI (LODR)
Regulations, the Register of Members and Share Transfer Books of
the Company will remain closed from Monday, July 06, 2020 to
Friday, July 10, 2020 (both days inclusive) for the purpose of
ascertaining the eligibility of Beneficial Owners/Shareholders for
payment of Final Dividend of Rs. 9.75 per Equity Share of face value
of Rs. 10 each, for the Financial Year 2019 - 2020, as recommended
by the Board of Directors of the Company at their meeting held on
June 16,2020

Kindly note that the said dividend, if declared by the shareholders, will
be paid within 30 days from the date of its declaration at the ensuing
Annual General Meeting, to those Members whose name appears in
the Register of Members / BENPOS as at the close of working hours

on Saturday, July 04, 2020. By the Order of the Board,
V. Murali
Company Secretary

Place : Mumbai
Date :24.06.2020
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(A Unit of Security Printing & Minting Corporation of India Limited)
Wholly Owned by Government of India

Tel.No.: 07574-286517, E-mail: hr.spm@spmcil.com, Website: http://spmhost

d.spmcil.com

No.: HR/1(33)/Consultant (Security)/Advt. No.-12/ Dated : 23.06.2020
Corrigendum

Ref. : Recruitment advertisement No. HR/1(33)Consultant (Security)
Advt. No.-61 Dated 02.03.2020

For recruitment of one post of Security Officer and Consultant
(Security) on contract basis in Security Paper Mill, Hoshangabad, an
advertisement No. HR/1(33)/Consultant (Security)/Advt. No. 61 dated
02.03.2020 was published on our website http://spmhoshangabad.
spmcil.com.

The last date of receipt of the application in the above recruitment
was 31.03.2020, which now has been extended till 31.07.2020.

Note:- (1) Applications of all the candidates previously sent will be
accepted till 31.07.2020.

(2) For detailed description and information related to application kindly
visit our website http://spmhoshangabad.spmcil.com under the page
"Careers".

(3) Allother conditions of the advertisement will remain same.
Human Resource Deptt.

NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

(A Government of India undertaking)
CIN: L74899DL1974GO0I1007417

Registered Office: SCOPE Complex, Core-lil,
7, Institutional Area, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003
Website: http://www.nationalfertilizers.com

Figures in ¥ Lakhs

Contact Details: Near Khokhra Circle, Maninagar (East), Ahmedabad-380026, Gujarat.
Phone: 079 6777 5488 / 6777 5499 | Fax: 079 6777 5475
Website: www.iitram.ac.in | E-mail: office @iitram.ac.in

faast db ﬁ Indian Bank

ALLAHABAD

£\ sATEEE

Zonal Office, Budh Marg, Patna-800001

POSSESSION NOTICE FOR (IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)

Whereas:

The undersined being the authorised officer of the Indian Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad Bank) under the
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in
exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rules 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules, 2002, issued a Demand Notice u/s 13(2) on the date noted against the Account as mentioned
hereinafter, calling upon the borrower to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the
date of receipt of the said notice.
The Borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in
general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of
powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8 of the said rules.

The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any
dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Indian Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad Bank) for an

Place : Patna

Indian Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad Bank)

Commissioner Sanjeev Vermaas Half Year ended Corresponding Previous Previous
inaui i Sl. : half year ended | year ended | year ended
inquiry officer to laok into the No. Particulars 31.03.2020 31.03.2019 | 31.03.2020 | 31.03.2019
circumstances leading to the - - - -
death of two people during the Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited Audited
cremation of the body of a Covid 1. | Total Income from Operations 73,140.01 70,899.99 146,031.50 | 142,601.51 gﬁﬂ]IU‘[[ ;
patient in Jammu, as well as the 2. | Net Profit (+)/Loss (-) for the period (before tax, l.'#-?-‘
death of a person lodged at an Exceptional and/or Extraordinary ltems) 22,370.89 22,768.02 47,021.93 51,559.72 ¥fraes e Qmﬂ m I[[m[ 5 s E
administrative quarantine facil- 3. | Net Profit (+)/Loss (-) for the period before tax
ity in Kathua. q (after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary ltems) 22,370.89 22,768.02 47,021.93 51,559.72 ﬁ;—
The inquiry officer is to sub- 4. | Net Profit (+)/Loss (-) for the period after tax
mit the report within 10 days. (after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary Items) 18,462.25 17,861.78 38,806.26 40.472.12 é‘;ﬂaﬁ T.nfgﬂ
The order came a day after 5.| Total Comprehensive Income for the period [comprising htl' Jl'h h -
ammu Deputy Commissioner Profit/(Loss) for the period (after tax) and other 13,387.96 20,381.25 36,201.45 44,830.32 lIII
JSushma Chgugan submitted to Comprehensive Income (after tax)] Ps' E“P W'nrg AN
the government the report ofa 6. | Paid-up equity share capital (Face Value of ¥ 10/- each) 110,552.00 110,552.00 110,552.00 110,552.00 -[H-
magisterial inquiry into the 7.|Reserve (excluding Revaluation Reserves) 371,592.28 334,298.63 371,592.28 | 335,390.83
deaths at the cremation. 8. | Net worth 457,460.65 422,033.67 457,460.65 423,125.87
All three deceased had tested 9. | Paid-up Debt Capital/Outstanding Debt 326,455.24 326,194.94 326,455.24 326,194.94
negative for Covid-19, raising a 10. | Outstanding Redeemable Preference Shares - - - - 3 m 2 m
controversy over the protocol ; : m ﬂ ‘Hﬂ-'ﬂ' mﬁ# ﬁ % B
beine foll d in handli h 11. | Debt Equity Ratio 0.71 0.77 0.71 0.77
being foflowed in handling the 12.| Earning Per Share (of % 10/- each) EET B | B gHEe ATET
odies of Covi '],9 patients an (For continuing and discontinued operations)
al;ﬁglé?iﬁéigurgéng from other 1. Basic : (Not Annualised) 1.67 1.62 3.51 3.66
P The IndianuExII‘Jy;ess had on 2. Diluted : (Not Annualised) 1.67 1.62 3.51 3.66
June 23 reported about the death 13. | Capital Redemption Reserve or, 08 9 09 Tz‘__l'ﬁ'lﬁ , 2020
of two cousins at the cremation. 14. | Debenture Redemption Reserve 16,066.70 14,766.70 16,066.70 14,766.70
On the way to cremate their un- 15.| Debt Service Coverage Ratio 1.20 1.43 1.20 1.98 or 21 ] 22 9 23 E_,IE T _&F r 2020
cle, who had tested positive for 16. | Interest Service Coverage Ratio 2.60 3.05 2.60 3.31

Covid-19, the two cousins suf-
fered scorching heat inside PPE
kits, pushed an ambulance
across a river bank and fell un- 2.
conscious while officials refused
to help, their relatives have al-
leged. Family members and po-
litical parties accused the UT ad-
ministration of not following
Health Ministry guidelines on
handling the body of a coron-
avirus patient.

Meanwhile, a47-year-old res-
ident of Hiranagar tehsil’s Chapaki

Notes:

1. The above financial results have been recommended by the Audit Committee in its meeting held on 24.06.2020 and approved by
the Board of Directors in the meeting held on the same day.

The financial results have been prepared in accordance with Ind AS as prescribed under section 133 of the Companies Act, 2013
read with Rule 3 of the Companies (Indian Accounting Standard) Rules, 2015 and Companies (Indian Accounting Standard)
Amendment Rules, 2016.

3. The Company is in the process of segregating its freehold and leasehold land and is hence yet to adopt IND AS 116 “leases”
effective 1st April, 2019, as notified by the Ministry of Corporates Affairs (MCA) vide Companies (Indian Accounting Standard),
Amendment Rules, 2019.

The financial results for the half year ended on 31st March, 2020 have been subjected to Limited Review by the Statutory Auditor.
Being an electricity utility, depreciation has been provided under the West Bengal Electricity Regulatory Commission (Terms &
Conditions of Tariff) Regulations, 2011 as amended to date and not as per Schedule Il of the Companies Act, 2013.

The Company has received credit rating of ‘CARE BBB+’ and ‘IND A-’ assigned by CARE and India Ratings and Research Pvt.
Ltd. respectively.

The Company has sufficient asset cover to discharge the principal amount for all Non-Convertible Debt Securities issued.

Details of Listed Non-Convertible Debentures are as follows :
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Kalan village, who was in admin- - - ;
istrative quarantine at a private sl. barticulars Previous Due Date Next Due Date Htereft 3 == mo =l v Iﬁm E o - Ll AT
ETT college since June 15when he No. Interest Principal Interest Principal ' ﬁ
reached Lakhanpur from Mumbai 1. |19.75% Secured Redeemable and Non-Convertible Bonds, 2019* 16.10.2019 | 16.10.2019 - - LBI’DI::lIur’E] hﬁpEl...llE-'l.l'ph!’y org- in & : 29 ﬂEEﬂEIﬂ' T I T [“
by road, died on Sunday. o i i o _ _
y y. 2. |10.29% Secured Redeemable and Non-Convertible Bonds, 2021 26.01.2020 26.07.2020 w ST, E'm 2131& EEFE[ m

Interest and Principal have been paid on the due dates.
*9.75% Secured Redeemable and Non-Convertible Bonds, 2019 is redeemed on 16.10.2019.
**Repayable in a single installment on 26.07.2021.

9. The Company has not received any information from the vendors as to their status under the Micro, Medium and Small Enterprise
Development Act, 2006 and hence amount outstanding and interest paid/payable to them under this act is considered to be ‘Nil’.

10.Formula used for computation of Ratios : ISCR = Earning before Interest and Tax/Interest Expenses and DSCR = Earning before
Interest and Tax/(Interest + Principal Repayment).

11. The company is an essential service provider and as a result does not expect any significant impact in operations due to Covid 19.

12.During the half year the company did not receive any complaints/grievances from investors.

13.The figures of the earlier periods have been regrouped wherever necessary to make them comparable with the current period.
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

We, SWAL Corporation Limited, Ready W sy, s e o i Faii, gt | weseseprharyana.povin | @ EC=chry & i0iprHarman
Money Terrace, 4" Floor, 167, Annie
Besant Road, Worli Naka, Mumbai -
400018, have voluntarily transferred the
existing Registration certificate of Ethion
technical (Registration No.-VI-1512(4)/E-
thion-23) in favour of the M/s UPL Limited,
Uniphos House, Madhu Park, 11" Road,
Khar (W), Mumbai 400 052. We do not
have any objection on the same.
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WORDLY WISE
WITHOUT MUSIC, LIFE WOULD BE A MISTAKE.

— FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE

ThelndianEXPRESS

«» FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

DISENGAGE, BUT VERIFY

That talks are taking place is a good sign. China’s new claim to
entire Galwan Valley highlights challenge ahead

EITHER DELHI NOR Beijing have given too many details on the “mutual

consensus” on military disengagement arrived at in Monday’s meeting

of senior military commanders in eastern Ladakh. The talks at the mili-

tary level are being reinforced by diplomatic consultations between the

two governments. Having seen the previous agreement on June 6 break
down, Delhi would be wise to be extra cautious this time. Even with the best of goodwill and
political trust, demobilising militaries from a line of confrontation is inherently difficult.
Questions on the interpretation of the agreement, the sequence of withdrawal, timelines for
implementation and the protocols for verification of the steps taken can all be deeply con-
tentious. After the bloody encounter at Galwan on the night of June 15, mutual goodwill at
the military level and trust at the political level are unsurprisingly in short supply.

To make matters worse, there has been further mobilisation of military forces on both
sides since the Galwan clash. Itis also not clear if the two sides fully agree on what the end-
state of the disengagement process is. Delhi has repeatedly affirmed that it would like to
see complete and unambiguous restoration of the situation in eastern Ladakh before the
massive Chinese military mobilisation all across the frontier in early May. While Indian
sources seem to suggest China is ready to roll back, Beijing has not publicly confirmed
that as a shared goal. Nor is it clear if Beijing agrees with Delhi on what “status quo ante”
means on the ground. The story of the China frontier in the last few decades has been the
PLA's small but frequent land grabs across the Line of Actual Control. Delhi has now taken
a public position that it will no longer accept an outcome where the PLA walks one step
back after taking two steps across the LAC. That China continues to put across a new claim
for the entire Galwan Valley highlights the political challenges ahead.

Notwithstanding this structural political tension and the essential complexity of mil-
itary disengagement, the fact that talks are taking place is a good sign. Equally welcome
is the fact that the Indian and Chinese troops marched in Moscow at an international mil-
itary event to mark the 75th anniversary of Russian victory in the Second World War. The
Indian and Chinese foreign ministers also joined the Russian foreign minister in a
prescheduled video conference. This is part of the regular trilateral political interaction
between India, Russia and China. But Delhi appears to have declined the opportunity for
ameeting in Moscow between the visiting defence minister Rajnath Singh and his Chinese
counterpart General Wei Fenghe. On balance, then, it is too early to celebrate the pre-
sumed agreement on military disengagement in the Ladakh frontier. India must remain
vigilant, it’s a long road ahead.

SAFOORA’S TRIAL

Her legal ordeal, stated reason for grant of bail, raise questions.
Bail is not charity, it flows from constitutional principles

PPEARING FOR THE DELHI Police, on Tuesday, Solicitor General Tushar

Mebhtasaid he had no objection to the release of Jamia Millia Islamia stude-

ntSafooraZargaron “humanitarian grounds”. The 27-year old was arrest-

ed by the Delhi Police’s Special Cell in April and charged under the draco-

nian UAPA for her alleged role in the communal violence in Northeast
Delhi in February. In her bail plea, Zargar had listed pregnancy as one of the grounds for
seeking relief. Following the SG’s submission, the Delhi High Court granted her bail. But the
27-year old’s more than two-month old ordeal — she was denied bail twice by sessions
courts in Delhi —raises fundamental jurisprudential questions. Why was the cardinal princi-
ple of criminal justice, “presumption of innocence until proven guilty” — enshrined in Article
11(1) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and invoked by the Indian judiciary in
anumber of cases — not applied in this case? Why should an accused be compelled to seek
bail on humanitarian grounds? Doesn’t the right to life and liberty, guaranteed by Article 21
of the Constitution, offer protection against prolonged imprisonment to an undertrial?

The Code of Criminal Procedure does not define bail. But in Gurbaksh Singh Sibbia vs
the State of Punjab (1980), the Supreme Court underlined, “The act of arrest directly affects
freedom of movement of the person arrested by the police, and speaking generally, an or-
der of bail gives back to the accused that freedom on condition that he will appear to take
his trial”. The Court talked about Article 21 and added that “personal liberty of an accused
or convict is fundamental, suffering eclipse only in terms of procedure established by
law”. More recently, in 2018, in Dataram Singh vs State of Uttar Pradesh, the apex court
held that “the grant of bail is the general rule and putting a person in jail is an exception”.
Delivering the verdict, Justice Madan Lokur lamented: “Unfortunately, some of these ba-
sic principles appear to have been lost sight of with the result that more and more per-
sons are being incarcerated and for longer periods.” He, too, invoked Article 21 and said
that overcrowding of prisons affects the “dignity” of convicts.

The SC has repeatedly emphasised the “humane” treatment of the accused, includ-
ing in the Dataram Singh case. As the Court pointed out, “conditions for the grant of bail
ought not to be so strict as to be incapable of compliance”. It flows from the spirit of the
apex court’s rulings, therefore, that bail should not be made to appear as an act of char-
ity, as in the Zargar case — because it emanates from constitutional principles.

ROOTS MUSIC

Barcelona reopens the opera with plants for an audience. Their
critical review of the performance is awaited

USIC, THE PYTHAGOREAN school felt, has universal resonance. It

has been claimed that it improves the yield of milch cows, and that

singing to indoor plants is therapeutic, both for the singer and the

listener. And Peter Tompkins and Christopher Bird’s controversial

book, The Secret Life of Plants, became a publishing phenomenon
because it suggested that humans and plants could communicate. Now, in Spain, one of
the nations hit hard by the pandemic, Barcelona’s Liceu opera has reopened after the
lockdown with a botanical performance. There was a potted plant in every seat in the
otherwise empty hall. They were no doubt enriched by the music, which reached parts
that impersonal industrial fertilisers cannot.

The performance acknowledged a reality that was visible during the lockdown — the ra-
pidity with which nature reclaimed its own when human footfalls became sparse. The hu-
man domain which civilisation polices so self-importantly is fragile, and is breached by the
wild the moment the human race falters. In the collective unconscious, we have always been
aware of this, from the era when sacred groves dotted the world, and it is frequently referenced
in popular culture, whether in the chapter of The Jungle Book titled “Letting in the Jungle”, or
inJethroTull's Jackin the Green. Butitis carefully ignored in everyday life in the Anthropocene,
in which the myth of the world-shaping, omnipotent and sapient species is given free rein.

Itis notimmediately known if the potted plants in Barcelona appreciated the render-
ing of Puccini's “Chrysanthemum”, which was chosen to go with the theme of the show.
But really, would it not have been more impressive if the concert had been played in a
sacred grove deep in a forest? Because the potted plant spells containment and breeding,
and is the very antithesis of the wild.
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1975 lesson for 2020

Ruler alone is not accountable, everyone who
succumbs to authority is no less guilty

CooMi KAPOOR

MOST COMMEMORATE THE Emergency on
June 26 as areminder of the bleak 21 months
when democracy was derailed. Actually, the
Emergency came into effect on June 25 at
11.45 pm when then President, Fakhruddin Ali
Ahmed, signed the proclamation, even though
he was alerted by his secretary that it would
be constitutionally untenable. The president
is expected to act only on the advice of the
council of ministers. Indira Gandhi’s cabinet
met the next day at 6 am as a formality.

President Ahmed was the first in a chain
of constitutional authorities and autonomous
institutions in our democracy that caved in,
betraying their oath of office and abandoning
professional integrity. While holding Mrs
Gandhi, Sanjay and his henchmen guilty for
the Emergency, we generally forget to appor-
tion blame to the others who succumbed
when push came to shove. Mrs Gandhi’s cab-
inet fell in line without a murmur. In
Parliament, the entire Congress party, barring
two expelled dissidents, meekly raised hands
toapprove, not just the Emergency proclama-
tion, but several illegal laws. Mrs Gandhi
demonstrated her contempt for Parliament
by doing away with Question Hour and Calling
Attention Motions, declaring that henceforth
only important government business would
be transacted.

The record of the courts, a major pillar of
any democracy, was not quite as dismal. Nine
high courts had the courage to strike down
the draconian Maintenance of Internal
Security Act (MISA), as being ultra vires the
Constitution. (Thousands were detained un-
der MISA during the Emergency). Most of
these brave judges were later penalised. But
when the habeas corpus writ came in appeal
to the Supreme Court (ADM Jabalpur vs S
Shukla) the senior-most judges of the land let
down the country. Of the five-judge bench,
four upheld the Attorney General’s argument
thataperson has no legal rights, noteven to be
produced before the court or be informed of
the reasons for his detention, as long as an
Emergency is in force. The blemished fourin-
cluded two who projected themselves as
champions of human rights and civil liberties.
The sole dissenter, Justice H R Khanna, threw
away his chance to be the next chief justice.

LK Advani’s famous jibe at the media dur-

A dangerous pandemic has
weakened the institutions
tasked with upholding the
Constitution. The COVID
crisis can also provide a
screen to keep reality from
the public gaze and assist
rulers in arming themselves
with more powers. Because
of the pandemic, justice has
been delayed or diverted in
some compelling human
rights matters. A telling
example is the habeas corpus
petition filed by the wife of
the 82-year-old leader in
Kashmir, Saifuddin Soz. The
Supreme Court has put off
the hearing till July. Soz was
detained in August last year
along with many others in
Kashmir when Article 370
was nullified. He has yet to
be informed of the reasons
for his imprisonment.

ing the Emergency, “When asked to bend it
chose to crawl]” was not untrue. True, censor-
ship laws were in force, but where there was
awill there was away. The Indian Express was
one of the rare exceptions which defied the
censors frequently, especially after elections
were called in January 1977. The Express
founder, Ramnath Goenka, knew that he
would have to forfeit his newspaper chain in
case Mrs Gandhi returned to power, but he re-
fused to bend.

Mrs Gandhi imposed the Emergency with
a sledgehammer. But dictatorships can also
creep in slowly, silently and insidiously, with-
outany formal announcement. History shows
us that the ruler alone is not accountable.
Everyone who succumbs to authority isnoless
guilty. The oft repeated question as to whether
anEmergency could occurinIndia againis par-
ticularly relevant in 2020. A dangerous pan-
demic has weakened the institutions tasked
with upholding the Constitution. The COVID
crisis can also provide a screen to keep reality
from the public gaze and assist rulers in arm-
ing themselves with more powers.

Because of the pandemic, justice has
been delayed or diverted in some com-
pelling human rights matters. A telling ex-
ample is the habeas corpus petition filed by
the wife of the 82-year-old leader in
Kashmir, Saifuddin Soz. The Supreme Court
has put off the hearing till July. Soz was de-
tained in August last year along with many
others in Kashmir when Article 370 was nul-
lified. He has yet to be informed of the rea-
sons for his imprisonment.

While the courts are constrained from
taking prompt action because of the pan-
demic, the Delhi Police, on the other hand,
was hyper active during the lockdown, ar-
resting protesters against the Citizenship
(Amendment)Act (CAA). Most of the alleged
trouble-makers are students and Muslims.
They were charged with “unlawful activities”
during the riots in North East Delhi in late
February. The arrests are very obviously en-
tirely one-sided. Even those whose inflam-
matory speeches and actions are a matter of
record, such as local BJP leader Kapil Mishra,
were not booked. When an arrested student
recently approached a Delhi lower court, the
court stated that because of the pandemic it

was not in a position to ascertain whether
due process of law was being followed. In
March, the Supreme Court rejected the antic-
ipatory bail pleas of journalist Gautam
Navlakha and professor Anand Teltumbde,
both respected civil rights activists, accused
of involvement in the Bhima Koregaon vio-
lence of 2018. The two have been detained
under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Actasamended inJuly 2019.Itis alaw meant
for terrorists which makes securing bail dif-
ficult. It is the government’s discretion whom
to designate a terrorist, a throwback to the
Emergency-era MISA.

The pandemic has delayed the next ses-
sion of Parliament and there is no indication as
to when the Lok Sabha will convene and in
what form. Will meaningful debates onissues,
such as handling of the pandemic or the
Chinese intrusions, be possible? Or will the
House meet merely to rubber stamp govern-
ment decisions, the social distancing norms
providing a handy pretext to keep the session
brief and business-like?

Another COVID victim is the fourth estate.
Anunfounded apprehension that newspapers
cansomehow be carriers of the virus hasled to
asteep fall in print circulations. Several gated
communities and apartment buildings have
fuelled ill-informed paranoia. The economic
consequences are devastating for the print me-
dia, one of the few credible sources of news in
anage where social mediais flooded with fake
news and propaganda. Venerable language
publications have shut shop, many newspa-
pers groups have ruthlessly cut down on out-
station editions and staff.

Afinancially debilitated media will strug-
gle for survival after the pandemic. Another
disturbing trend of late is for FIRs to be filed
on frivolous charges against journalists who
ask inconvenient questions to state and cen-
tral governments. Over-zealous BJP bhakts,
who instigate the police to slap such cases,
seem to be following in the footsteps of Sanjay
Gandhi’s storm troopers during the
Emergency. A free media, one should remem-
ber, is the touchstone of a democracy.

The writer is consulting editor, The Indian
Express and author of The Emergency: A
Personal History
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RiGcHT TO DIFFER

Are we willing to place basic moral norms above our political preferences?

1
RAJNT BAKSHI

ON JUNE 3, there was a nationwide protest
against the arrest of those who participated
in the anti-CAA agitation or have otherwise
raised their voice in dissent. While the
Citizenship Amendment Act and National
Register of Citizens (NRC) are vital issues
there is a deeper question at stake here. Are
enough Indians willing to place basic moral
norms above their political preferences? For
example, it should be possible for someone
whoisin favour of CAA to also oppose the ar-
rest of protesters.

In a healthy polity, there would be no
need to state this — it would be a truism. But
today, almost the entire political spectrum
judges a person not by their adherence to ba-
sic norms but by the “side” on which they
stand regarding any specificissue. Therefore,
arrests of anti-CAA protesters are a moment
of reckoning for all of us.

Making excuses for those who are on “our
side” of a political positionis an old problem.
It afflicts people across the spectrum — from
“left” to “right”, though there may be differ-
ences in tonality. This partly explains why
there is no public clamour for the criminal
prosecution of those who openly advocated
violence against those opposing the CAA.
Many who want the CAA, but not violence,
may have kept quiet lest they help the
“other” side. Similarly, there was a time when
many who were appalled by murders of
“class enemies” made excuses for the
Naxalite movement because they supported

People with whom we
disagree on a specific issue
might well be capable of
speaking truth to power and
standing shoulder-to-
shoulder to assert the right
to dissent. But this can only
be possible if we don't treat
each other as ‘political

its struggle for justice.

How can this perennial struggle between
means and ends shape our responses today?
Those who are opposed to the CAA face a
rather complicated challenge. Opponents of
the CAA correctly say that the letter and spirit
of India’s Constitution are endangered by this
law. But this does not mean thatall those who
want the CAA are necessarily indifferent to the
civil liberties guaranteed by the Constitution.
Yes,among those who sought to suppress the
anti-CAA protests, many openly do not care
for human rights. But could they be inspired to
care for human rights? Might this become
possible if their social and political insecuri-
ties were to be empathically addressed?

Ihave seen this happen in bilateral conver-
sations. For it to be done at a larger level, the
human rights and civil liberties movement
would have to make room for people who, in
many respects, might be deemed to be “po-
litically incorrect”. People with whom we dis-
agree ona specificissue might well be capable
of speaking truth to power and standing
shoulder-to-shoulder to assert the right to dis-
sent. But thisis possible if we don’t treat each
other as “political untouchables”.

The moment of reckoning for those who
are pro-CAA is relatively straight forward.
Suppose you are convinced that the CAAisim-
portant to secure the future stability and safety
of Hindus in India. You may even have cheered
the arrest of anti-CAA protesters. But surely,

doubt. Once suppression of protest s validated
tomorrow, on some other issue, it could be
you or your loved ones who are arrested sim-
ply for upholding the Constitution.

Equally crucial is the way in which fami-
lies have been sharply divided — with some
members, mainly young people, passion-
ately creating posters to hold up at anti-CAA
rallies, while their siblings or parents or other
relatives condemn and lambast them. As
long as all sides of the dispute are free and
still together as a family, an ongoing ex-
change, a shifting of perspectives, is possi-
ble. When those young enthusiastic protest-
ers are behind bars, uncountable creative
possibilities are eliminated.

You may say that all of the above is a pipe
dream, that political life is controlled by pow-
erful forces who never put means above ends
and thus individuals, families and groups are
bound to be swept away. This would be tan-
tamount to saying that the parents, siblings
and friends of any of the protesters now lan-
guishing in prison, should just sit back and
accept their fate.

How many people find this unthinkable
and unacceptable because it is anti-life, not
justanti-democratic? This will decide the fu-
ture of our social fabric — that which is deeper
and longer lasting than any partisan political
agenda or any particular law.

Rajni Bakshiis author of Bapu Kuti: Journeys
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untouchables’. at the back of your mind, there is a niggling in Rediscovery of Gandhi
JUNE 25,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO
V V GIr1 DEAD ASSAM CLASHES congenial atmosphere.
FORMER PRESIDENT V V Giri died at his  SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS HAVE been
house in T Nagar in Madras. His eldest son  tightened and troops have been askedto PEACE WITH CHINA

Shankar Giri and his grandsons Girinath and
Amarnath were at the bedside. The former
president is survived by his four sons and
seven daughters. He will be given a state fu-
neral with full military honours. Chief
Minister M G Ramachandran and his senior
cabinet colleagues, in Delhi for Sanjay
Gandbhi’s funeral, are expected to be back for
the former president’s last rites. President
Sanjeeva Reddy will be represented by his
military secretary. The Union cabinet will
meet tomorrow to condole the death of the
former president.

stage flag marches in the trouble prone ar-
eas of Assam where the overall situation
continues to be tense, according to K
Ramamurthy, advisor to the governor. He
said that five persons were seriously injured
in clashes between two groups at Raidanga
village in the Nowgong district. The cause
of the clash could not be ascertained. In a
related development the All Assam
Students Union reiterated its willingness to
resume dialogue on the foreigners issue but
said it was the responsibility of the govern-
ment, and not the student body, to create a

New Delhi

A TOP CHINESE Communist Party func-
tionary is confident that the border issue be-
tween India and China could be solved in a
spirit “of give and take”. Wang Ping Nan, a
cabinet minister, told UNI “there is no obsta-
cle between us in developing friendly rela-
tions”. Wang, who is also the president of the
Association of Chinese Peoples’ Friendship
With Other Countries, congratulated Indira
Gandhi on her return to power. He said since
Mrs Gandhi had returned to power, “we at-
tach the greatest importance to her speeches
on foreign relations”.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

"The consequence is that the country’s exit from lockdown in July will be a
bigger gamble than it may have been at a later stage."

— THE GUARDIAN

How to play against China

India will need to bring order and alacrity to crisis management. And flexibility
and pragmatism to its strategic response

ARUN PRAKASH

THE SUDDEN AND tragic loss of 20 Indian
army personnel in a treacherous ambush by
the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) in
Ladakh’s Galwan Valley has caused deep
publicanguish and anger, mollified, only par-
tially, by the swift retribution visited on the
assailants by our gallant jawans. Equally ex-
asperating for the public has been the cava-
lier inconsistency of statements emanating
from government sources in New Delhiona
matter of grave national importance; espe-
cially, since the contradictions have given
comfort to the adversary and caused confu-
sion at home.

Given that the Sino-Indian territorial dis-
pute has been festering since the late 1950s,
itis difficult to avoid the conclusion that the
current lack of clarity amongst our decision-
mabkers is rooted in incomprehension of the
long-term strategic aims and objectives that
underpin China’s belligerent conduct. This is
hardly a surprise, considering that we have
failed to devote adequate intellectual capi-
tal, intelligence resources and political atten-
tion to acquisition of a clear insight into China
and its motivations. Even when intelligence
isavailable, analysis and dissemination have
fallen short.

Consequently, it would seem that from
Jawaharlal Nehru’s naive hopes, encapsu-
lated in the “Hindi-Chini bhai-bhai” mantra,
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s pro-
longed courtship of Xi Jinping, India has been
groping in the dark, while grossly misreading
China’s real intent. As we watch Beijing's sin-
ister border strategy unfold, the absence of
amatching counter on India’s part becomes
painfully obvious.

Indians, as devotees of chess or “shatranj”,
have been thinking in terms of striking
blows, fighting pitched battles and finally,
checkmating the opponent. A similar
Chinese board game, “wei qui”, is described,
thus, by Henry Kissinger: “If chess is about
decisive battle, wei qui is about a protracted
campaign and ‘strategic encirclement’ where
opponents seek to occupy empty spaces and
then surround and capture opposing pieces.
While chess encourages single-mindedness,
wei-qui generates guile and strategic flexi-
bility.”

Since 1995, China has been issuing a de-
fence white paper (DWP) every two years or
so. These thematic public documents artic-
ulate China’s national security aims, objec-
tives and vital interests and also address the
“ends-ways-means” issues related to its
armed forces. The 11 DWPs issued so far are
a model of clarity and vision, and provide
many clues to current developments. It is a
measure of our complacency and indiffer-
ence towards national security that no Indian
government since Independence has
deemed it necessary toissue a defence white
paper, order a defence review or publish a
national security strategy. Had we done so,
it may have prepared us for the unexpected
and brought order and alacrity to our crisis-
response.

Historically, China is heir to an ancient
system, based not on sovereign equality of
states, but on the divine and boundless reach
and authority of the Chinese Emperor. Even
in the current discourse there are enough
pointers to show that an ascendant China
seesitself on track to realising its “strong na-
tion dream”, of becoming the world’s No 1
power by surpassing and then replacing the
US. Apart of the “China dream” is the estab-
lishment of a “unified global system”, or em-
pire, termed tianxia (“all under heaven” in
Mandarin). Translating its enormous eco-
nomic gains into coercive military power,
China expects neighbouring nations to sub-
mit to its hegemony.

In order to show India its place, China had
administered it a “lesson” in 1962, and may;,
perhaps, be contemplating another one in
2020, with the objective of preventing the
rise of a peer competitor. For China, the line
of actual control or LAC, representing an un-
settled border, provides strategic leverage to
keep India on tenterhooks about its next
move while repeatedly exposing the latter’s
vulnerabilities.

There is probably no other instance
world-wide where two antagonistic neigh-
bours have left such a long border, undeter-
mined, unmarked and unresolved for so
long. Our diplomats derive considerable sat-
isfaction from the 1993 Border Peace &
Tranquility Agreement, which, according to
former foreign secretary, Shivshankar
Menon, “...effectively delinked settlement
of the boundary from the rest of the relation-
ship”.But toalayman, itappears that by fail-
ing to use available leverage for 27 years, and
not insisting on bilateral exchange of LAC
maps, we have created a ticking time-bomb,
with the trigger in China’s hands. While “dis-
engagement” may soon take place between
troops in contact, it is most unlikely that the
PLA will pull back or vacate any occupied po-
sition in Ladakh or elsewhere; in which case,

It would seem that from
Jawaharlal Nehru's naive
hopes, encapsulated in the
‘Hindi-Chini bhai-bhai’
mantra, to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s prolonged
courtship of Xi Jinping,
India has been groping in the
dark, while grossly
misreading China’s real
intent. As we watch Beijing’s
sinister border strategy
unfold, the absence of a
matching counter on India’s
part becomes painfully
obvious.

CR Sasikumar

India needs to consider a three-pronged
strategy.

At the ground-level, we need to visibly
reinforce our positions, and move forward to
the LACall along, enhancing the operational-
tempo of the three services as a measure of
deterrence. Indian warships should show
heightened presence at the Indian Ocean
choke-points. Cyber emergency response
teams country-wide should remain on high
alert. While building-up stocks of weapons,
ammunition and spares, the Ministry of
Defence should seize this opportunity to ur-
gently launch some long-term “atma-nirb-
harta” schemes in defence-production.

At the strategic level, the government
must moot a sustained process of engage-
ment with China at the highest politico-
diplomatic echelons. The negotiations
should seek multi-dimensional Sino-Indian
modus-vivendi; encompassing the full
gamut of bilateral issues like trade, territo-
rial disputes, border-management and secu-
rity. Simultaneously, at the grand-strategic
level, India should initiate a dialogue for the
formation of an “Indo-Pacific Concord for
Peace and Tranquility”, inviting four mem-
bers of the Quad as well as Vietnam,
Indonesia, Philippines and Malaysia.

Finally,in 1962, India’s Parliament had ex-
pressed, “the firm resolve of the Indian people
todrive out the aggressor from the sacred soil
of India”, a resolution interpreted as a pledge
for the restoration of Aksai Chin. As a nation,
we need to be pragmaticenough torealise that
neither conquest nor re-conquest of territory
is possible in the 21st century. Parliament
should, now, resolve to ask the government,
“to establish with utmost urgency, stable, vi-
able and peaceful national boundaries, all
around, so that India can proceed, unhindered,
with the vital tasks of nation-building and so-
cio-economic development”.

The writer is aretired chief of naval staff

A nurturing place

The school must enable children to be resilient and adaptable in uncertain times

SANJAY DHOTRE

THE VIRUS HAS been keeping humanity on
its toes for the last few months. Given the sit-
uation in many other developed countries,
we have shown much success in containing
the wrath of this deadly sub-microscopic be-
ing. Even so, the world around us is not what
itused to be. The uncertainty due to the dis-
ease constantly lurking around may lead to
fear, anxiety and emotional distress. One of
the most vulnerable population groups is our
students, especially school students.

Children today are quite vulnerable to
mental and emotional stress. This may be
due to many factors such as small nuclear
families, lack of siblings in many cases, re-
stricted community space, sedentary
lifestyle, unhealthy dietary habits, the pres-
sure to become aggressively competitive and
exhibit precocity, parental attention deficits,
bullying, exposure to violent images and so
forth.

We need to organise our school spaces
in such a way that these issues are under-
stood with deep empathy and every child’s
capacity to learn is appreciated and nur-
tured. Itis important that every child is en-
abled to grow into a self-reliant individual.
Yet, mutual interdependence too must be
emphatically nurtured. School spaces are
to be all-inclusive. Each pupil should feel
equally included irrespective of gender, so-
cio-economic class, ethnicity, home-lan-
guage, disability, parental education, etc.
Diversity must be celebrated and used as a

site for children’s engagement with the
wider world. Collaborative learning and ex-
ploration are to be encouraged and the idea
of mutually exclusive competition must be
actively discarded. Excellence need not be
synonymous with being the best, as “best”
connotes the exclusion of others. Our
schools, and parents too, must work to-
wards achieving a fine balance between
self-reliance and interdependence for the
children.

As a part of the curriculum, children
should be sensitively exposed to a variety of
aesthetic experiences — listening to music
and appreciating other art forms. They
should be helped to develop an affinity with
nature and to appreciate its myriad and lay-
ered manifestations. Reading is another in-
dispensable activity. The relative solitude of
reading enables children to traverse multi-
ple worlds and gain access to a variety of hu-
man experiences across time and space.
Without a doubt, it nurtures imagination
and creativity. Yoga and sports are an essen-
tial part of the school curriculum. These
should be given a renewed focus as they play
a crucial role in physical, mental and emo-
tional well-being. Yoga plays a distinctive
role in spiritual rejuvenation, the unleash-
ing of latent energies and their positive
channelisation. All the above-mentioned
pursuits nurture essential traits — persever-
ance, resilience, equanimity of mind, quick
decision-making, team spirit, ability to ac-

cept failures.

To supplement these curricular activities,
we must have remedial measures in place.
Counselling, foremost among these, must be
treated as an important part of school life.
Counselling is essential to discern signs of
depression and isolation at an early stage.
Remedial measures can then be taken to re-
store the child’s mental health. Counselling
for adolescence issues and for careers is also
necessary.

We all realise that the use of technology
in education has gained more traction and
salience during the pandemic. There is no
doubt that education technology and dig-
ital resources have been put to vigorous use
to keep the teaching-learning process on.
Some may be led to believe that technol-
ogy can even replace brick-and-mortar
classrooms. But that does not seem to be
the case. The stress among students learn-
ing in virtual mode during the pandemic
has been a matter of concern. Such stress
may also partly be due to the overall
changed circumstances caused by the dis-
ease. But shifting completely to the virtual
learning has also curtailed some of the es-
sential features of a wholesome pedagogy,
and seems to have contributed to the stress
among children. Sooner or later, the collec-
tive human will to survive shall prevail and
the pestilence will be defeated. Then, we
will shift to a blended mode of learning, in
which actual classroom and technology

will work in tandem.

We must take this opportunity to un-
derstand that technology is a great enabler
but it is not an alternative for the whole-
some ecosystem called school. During the
pandemic, the use of technology in educa-
tion has been put to test on an unprece-
dented scale. We need to draw lessons from
this period and shape the evolution of edu-
cational technology in a manner that it is
organically adaptive to our educational phi-
losophy of collaborative and child-centred
learning.

Our policy documents are quite eloquent
onall the issues discussed above. Yet, ground
realities are far less inspiring. If we want ho-
listic development of our children, if we as-
pire to have a capable and robust future cit-
izenry, then all stakeholders will have to
work with renewed vigour and in unison to-
wards these goals. We must also understand
that the pandemic or other such crises may
not follow a fixed pattern. We can’t fathom
the uncertainties of the future. Hence, our
children should be psycho-emotionally nur-
tured to show resilience and adaptability. We
canachieve a truly sustainable and cohesive
society only if our children can grow into fra-
ternal communities of self-reliant and happy
individuals.

The writer is Minister of State for Human
Resource Development, Communications
and Electronics & IT, Government of India

When democracy
was shackled

Those who have not seen the dark side of
dictatorship, or fought against it, don't truly
appreciate the value of freedoms today

RAM MADHAV

AMERICAN NOVELIST David Foster Wallace
began his commencement speech at the
Kenyon College of liberal arts in Gambier,
Ohio, with an instructive story. Two young
fish were swimming along and bumped into
an older fish swimming the other way.
“Morning, boys! How’s the water?”,asks the
older fish. The two young fish continue to
swim on, and eventually, one of them asks,
“What the hell is water?”

Reality, for many, becomes so obvious
sometimes that they fail to appreciate its
value. People in many democracies behave
like those young fish today. They don’t re-
alise that with all its defects, democracy is
the best available form of government.

Democracy, a Herodotus-erainstitution
of the “rule of the people”, took wing only in
the last seven decades. There were 137 au-
tocracies and just 12 democracies in 1945.
Bolstered by the victory of the democratic
Allied forces, more and more countries
turned democratic. By 2001, this number
grew to 88 and equalled autocracies. Today,
the world has more than a hundred demo-
cratic countries while 80 are autocracies.

Butdemocracies are indecline.In the last
twodecades, more and more countries have
become less and less democratic. The
Economist recently reported that only 22
countries can be called true democracies,
while another 53 countries can, at best, be
described as flawed democracies. More than
half of the countries in the world are either
semi-autocracies or downright dictatorships.

Liberal democracies are facing multiple
challenges. This pandemic has become an
excuse for some leaders to usurp more pow-
ersand become more authoritarian. The rise
of the far left and left-liberal anarchist forces,
wanting to destroy mankind’s valuable pos-
session of democracy;, is also discernible in
many countries. Post-modernist scholars
are trying to dub democracies pejoratively
as populist. They argue that democracies are
posing a “danger” to “our freedom”. They
seek to pit people against democracy.

It is nobody’s case that democracies are
perfect. There is no single definition of
democracy that is universally acceptable.
There are “illiberal democracies” as Fareed
Zakaria pointed out and “liberal un-democ-
racies” as YaschaMounk wrote. But the alter-
native to democracy, historically, has only
been authoritarian dictatorships. When so-
cieties fail to appreciate the value of demo-
cratic principles, either dictators are created
or anarchy reigns. It also happened, albeit
just for less than two years, in India.

Forty-five years ago, on this day, June 25,
1975, India’s democracy was shackled by
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. Citing “inter-
nal disturbance” and “imminent danger to
the security of India” as the reasons, she in-
voked Article 352 of the Constitution and
declared a state of internal emergency. The

country was pushed into a dictatorship that
lasted for 21 months. Fundamental rights
were suspended. Over 14 lakh people were
detained, including opposition party lead-
ers. The media was gagged, and even the
higher judiciary became a pliant hand-
maiden of Indira Gandhi. The entire coun-
try was converted intoa prison of fear. Indira
Gandhi’s loyalist attorney general, Niren De,
had ominously told the Supreme Court that
the Emergency gave powers to the govern-
menteven to take away the life of a citizen —
and yet not be answerable to anybody.
Citizens' lives and limbs were under threat.

As months passed by, the Stockholm
Syndrome set it. Many eminent journalists
and writers were singing paeans to the gov-
ernment. “When asked to bend, they
crawled,” L K Advani, who spent the entire
duration of the Emergency injail along with
colleagues such as Atal Bihari Vajpayee, com-
mented wryly: Hitlerian fascism was rein-
carnated in Indira’s Emergency.

Hitler, after getting elected to the
Reichstag — the Lower House of the
Weimar Republic — in 1933, had made his
National Socialist Party redundant. Senior
party leaders were made inconsequential
in Hitler’s Third Reich. Sycophants and
courtiers replaced them. Joseph Goebbels,
the propaganda chief, became the most
powerful leader due to his proximity to the
Fuhrer. A systematic campaign against Jews
was unleashed, culminating in their geno-
cide towards the end of the Reich.

Something similar had happenedinIndia
during those years. Vidya Charan Shukla,
minister for information and broadcasting,
became the new Goebbels. Sanjay Gandhi
emerged as the super prime minister witha
coterie of officials running the show. A sys-
tematic Islamophobic campaign was un-
leashed by this coterie. Sanjay and his coterie
became infamous for their forced sterilisa-
tion programmes. Corruption and syco-
phancy had reached unforeseen heights. Dev
Kant Barooah, president of the Congress dur-
ing those years, had acquired sycophantic
notoriety by coining the slogan “Indira is
India and India is Indira”, something on the
lines of the mandatory “Heil Hitler” salute.

If India’s millennials take to the streets
today with anarchist slogans, that is because
they are like those young fish in the water,
who have never seen the dark side of a dic-
tatorship. Thanks to the valiant fight against
the draconian Emergency by the forces that
are in power today, the country has enjoyed
liberal democracy for four-and-a-half
decades. We did not have autocrats partly
because of the Gulliverisation of our politics
for many years, where smaller parties would
pull the strings of power. When a stable ma-
jority returned after three decades, the coun-
try was in the hands of those who were vic-
tims of the Emergency regime’s excesses
and fought for democracy.

The “freedom” that the anarchists and
their left-liberal cohorts enjoy in the coun-
try’s media and public life today is because
we have leaders in the government who
fought for that very freedom and are com-
mitted to liberal democratic values, not just
as amatter of compulsion but as an article
of faith.

The writer is national general secretary, BJP,
and director, India Foundation

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

DRAGON'S BREACH

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'India,
China, the red lines *, (IE, June 24).
China's move is deplorable as they are
breaching every bilateral treaty. We
should aim at resolving, not managing,
the dispute. Unfortunately, our policy-
makers do not appear to have drawn up
along-term plan to fix the matter.
Neha Khatri, Sonipat

WRONG CURE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘This crisis is
different’ (IE, June 24).In 2008, the finan-
cial crisis induced an economic crisis, and
the methods to the fight that crisis might
not be helpful today, when we have been
facing an economic crisis for some time,
now amplified by the COVID-19 shock.
We need to push consumption. Our fis-
cal and monetary measures are only in-
flating asset prices and not addressing
the situation on the ground. Inequality
of wealth is also playing a major role in
aggravating the situation.

Pradeep Kumar, Chandigarh

MUMBAI LESSONS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Mumbai
slowdown’ (IE, June 24). Kudos to
Mumbai’s local administration for ag-
gressively tracing and testing the pri-
mary contacts of COVID-infected per-
sons. There is no sure-shot formula for
success in fighting the pandemic. So, all
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the states need to work closely with
each other by putting political differ-
encesaside and learn from each other's
best practices. Delhi needs to learn a
thing or two from Mumbai.

Bal Govind, Noida

CHEAP WORDS

THISREFERS TO the report, ‘To target PM
or not: CWC meet shows strains within’
(IE, June 24).Rahul Gandhi will do well to
listen to some of his party leaders who
advised him not to use abusive language
against the prime minister. Criticism
should differentiate difference between
“PM” as an institution and the incum-
bent as an individual.

Y G Chouksey, Pune

New Delhi
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MANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(A Govt. of Karnataka undertaking)
Corporate Office, MESCOM Bhavana, Bejai, Mangaluru - 575004.
Phone: 0824-2885795 E-mail: sepmescom@gmail.com

No: MESCON/SEE(P)/EE(W)/AEE(W)/2020-21/3881  Date: 22-06-2020
TENDER NOTIFICATION (E-procurement Mode only)

MESCOM invites tender for the work of “Enhancement of existing
1x5MVA, 33/11kV Power transformer by 1X12.5MVA Power Transformer
and providing 33kV Switchgears and Protection to both the Power
Transformers at existing 2x56MVA, 33/11KV Shirva Sub-Station in Kaup
Sub-Division of Udupi Division on Partial Turnkey Basis” vide bid enquiry
number MESCOM/ 2019-20/ SS/WORK_INDENT1421/CALL-2.

The interested eligible bidders may log on to
www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in on or after 26-06-2020.

Sd/- Superintending Engineer (Ele.) (Proc.) MESCOM, Mangalore

For Power Related Complaints and Assistance Call Toll Free Number 1912

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR SUPPLY
OF BAMBOO VACUUM PRESSURE
IMPREGNATION TREATMENT PLANT
AND BAMBOO ELECTRICAL HOT
AIR KILN DRYER MACHINE

Tripura Rehabilitation Plantation Corporation Limited
(TRPC) invites Expression of Interest for Supply of Bamboo
Vacuum Pressure impregnation Treatment Plant and Bamboo
Electrical Hot Air Kiln Dryer Machine, 1 (one) no each, to be
supplied at Surendranagar, Sub-Div: Mohanpur, Dist. West
Tripura, State: Tripura. Expression will be received in the
office of the TRPC Ltd. P.N. Complex, Gurkhabasti, Agartala,
Tripura, till 3.00 PM on 29th June 2020.

Full text of the notice inviting expression of interest may be seen
in the corporate office of TRPC at Agartala and in its Zonal
Offices at Udaipur, Agartala, Kumarghat and Jawharnagar on all
working days and also at www.triurainfo.com along with the
state and National leading news papers.

Sd/-

(Abhijit Ray)

Asstt. Manager (Marketing)
TRPC Ltd. H.Q.

UTKALMANI GOPABANDHU INSTITUTE OF

ENGINEERING, ROURKELA -769004
Tele FAX: +91661- 2401130, Website:www.ugierkl.ac.in,
Email: ugie_principal@rediffmail.com

TENDER CALL NOTICE

BID Reference No. 626 / UGIE RKL, Dt. 22.06.2020)
Sealed Tenders are invited from reputed Manufacturers
Authorised Dealers/Distributors/Suppliers  for
supply and installation of Machines/Equipments for
different Departments and Software to Utkalmani
Gopabandhu Institute of Engineering, At:- Jail Road,
Rourkela, Odisha. Complete BID document ¢ ontaining
the details of items with specification, terms & condition,
cost of tender paper (Rs 500/-) & EMD details can be
downloaded from the Institute’s

U.P. Rajkiya Nirman Nigam Ltd.

(ISO 9001-2008 Certified Company)
Visheshwaraiya Bhawan Gomtinagar, Lucknow

Notice Inviting e-TENDER
The Project Manager, Banda Unit, BANDA invites for and on behalf of Managing Director U.P. Rajkiya
Nirman Nigam Ltd. online percentage rate bids in two bid system for the following work:
NIT NO:02/G.M.(Jhansi Zone)/RNN.......... /20-21, Dated 22.06.2020, Name of work:
CONSTRUCTION OF 02 BLOCK TRANSIT HOSTEL IN POLICE LINE AT DISTRICT BANDA (U.P.)
Estimated Bid Value: Rs. 1688.81 Lakh (Civil Works : Rs. 1340.82 Lakh, Electrical Work Rs. 347.99
Lakh) Earnest Money: Rs. 25.00 Lakh, Period of Completion : 18 months including rainy season Last

NORTHERN RAILWAY
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
Tender Notice No:-04/2020-21
UMB division of Northern Railway invites Open tender through E-tendering system
from eligible agencies who fulfill qualification criteria as stipulated in tender document
for "Fabrication, supply, eraction and commissioning of pneumatic pipe lines for
compressed air at newly constructed MEMU Car shed KIGY SRE".
The key details are as follows:
Open Tender No.
Name of works

30-EL-MEMU-T-04-20-21

Fabrication, supply, eraction and commissioning of
pneumatic pipe lines for compressed air at newly
constructed MEMU Car shed KJGY SRE.

Preating PUNJAB HEALTH SYSTEMS CORPORATION
m E-Block, 2nd Floor, Phase-8, (Sector-62)
i Punjab School Education Board Complex,
Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar (Mohali), PUNJAB
Phone: 0172-2232243 & 2232247
Visit us at: punjabhealth.co.in
Email: procmedicinephsc @gmail.com, managerprocphsc@gmail.com
proc.directorphsc @gmail.com

Bid Ref. No.: e-tender/PHSC/Proc/RC/Computers and
peripherals/2020/13

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS FOR

ALL IN ONE COMPUTERS, UPS, LASER PRINTERS,
BAR CODE READERS, BAR CODE PRINTERS,
LAPTOPS & MULTI FUNCTIONAL PRINTERS.
The Punjab Health Systems Corporation, Mohali
(Department of Health & Family Welfare, Punjab) invites
online bids through https://eproc.punjab.gov.in for All in
One Computers, Laser Printers, UPS, Bar Code Printers,
Bar Code Scanners, Laser Printers and Multi Functional
Printers as per details enumerated in the tender document
available on the Website https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.
Schedule of important activities/Key Data in this regard
is as under:-
1. Date, Time and Venue of Pre-bid Conference:
02.07.2020 at 11.00 A.M. in the O/o PHSC at above men-
tioned address.
Closing Date and Time: 20.07.2020 upto 3.00 P.M.
For details log on https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.
Corrigendum/Amendment if any will only be published on
website: https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

MANAGING DIRECTOR
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(1) Construction and Development of "Kota Chaupati" at CHS, Kunhari, Kota.

(2) Remetalling and Carpeting of internal roads at CHS, Kunhari, Kota.

(3) Construction of community center at Aravali Vihar, Ph-II, Bhiwadi.
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time and date of submission of bid : 05.00 PM on Dt. 13.07.2020. Approximate Cost 317,08,119/-
The bid forms and other details can be obtained / downloaded from the website Earnest Money % 34,200/-
https://etender.up.nic.in The NITis also available on http:/iwww.uprnn.co.in. Completion Period 90 (Ninety) days from the date of issue of the
letter of acceptance.
Validity of offer 45 days.
Tender papers issued by Sr.DEE/MEMU/SRE.

Date of closing/opening 21.07.2020 at 10:30 Hrs./thereafter.

Cost of tender document % 2000/~ (Non refundable and not transferable).
NOTE:- 1) The required earnest money and tender document cost will only be
accepted through on line payment mode available on IREPS portal like net banking,
debit card, credit card etc. up to tender closing date and time. 2) Manual payments
through demand draft, banker cheque, deposit receipt, FDR etc are not allowed. Offers
which are not complying above will be considered invalid. 3) Tender must provide
validity of the offer for 45 (forty five) days from the date of opening of tender. 4) Public
procure order 2017 issued by Rly. Board vide L. No. 2015/RS(G)/779/5 Dt. 16.03.2018
shall be followed. 5) The tender can be seen or upload on web portal as under:
https://lwww.ireps.gov.in 1421/20

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

m‘aa Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida G.B Nagar, (U.P.)

Website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from eligible contractors / firms for the
following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and same
shall be opened / downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The
details and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida
Authority's official website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com &
https://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these websites
forany changes /amendments & corrigendum etc.

S.No. Job no.

1 |09/SPE/PE(PH)
-I/E-T/2020-21

Amount
4313794.00

Name of Work
Selection of Management
Consultancy Firms for
undertaking tasks under
Swachh Bharat Mission

The above tenders can be uploaded by dated 01/07/2020
upto 5.00 PM. Pre-Qualification shall be opened / downloaded
ondated 02/07/2020 at11.00 AM. Sr. Project Engineer

(Public Health), Noida.

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

e-OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
Divisional Engineer-1/Northern Railway, New Delhi for and on behalf of President of
India invites e-tender on the prescribed form for the under noted work.

www.ugierkl.ac.in with effect from 24.06.2020. The

complete BID can be submitted at the office during the
office hours in person or by speed post/Regd. Post. The
last date of receipt of sealed BID at this office is
09.07.2020 up to 5PM & the same will be opened on
10.07.2020 at 11AM. The Authority reserves the right to
accept or reject any or all the BIDS without assigning

any reason thereof. Sd/- Principal,
Utkalmani Gopabandhu Institute of
Engineering,Rourkela - 769004

Government of Jammu & Kashmir (UT)
4 OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (R&B)

PROJECT CIRCLE DIVISION 1ST, SRINAGAR

Opposite Masjid Ibrahim, Hyderpora Srinagar PIN No.190014
E-mail:- pcd.bypass@gmail.com Phone-FAX:-0194-2435218

CORRIGENDUM

Strengthening of service Road on both sides
of NH-44 from Km. 0.000 to Km. 0.600 and
Km. 4.500 to Km.11.500 in the UT of Jammu
and Kashmir on EPC mode. Job No.NH-501-
J&K-2019-2020/81. “Regarding
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POLICE HEADQUARTERS !‘!'t":. JAMMU & KASHMIR JAMMU

Phone/Fax No: 0194-2443031/ 2443032(Sgr]
0191-2459029/2459255(Jmu) [Provision Section]

Gist of e-NIT NO. 25 of 2020
Dated 19.06.2020

E-tenders are invited from reputed vendors/firms/entities for
Procurement and Installation of Public Address System

ite: www.jkpolice.gov.in

hqgjk@nic.in

Maintenances Period/ Defective Liability
Period Thereof”

Reference:- This office NIT No NIT No PCD-RnB-18 of
2020-21 Dated: 08/06/2020 issued Vide
endorsement No. PCD- 1st/ NIT/824-40
Dtd: 08-06-2020

For the above mentioned NIT pertaining o the above
mentioned NIT pertaining to the above work, following
corrigendum is issued which is as under:-

“The Defect Liability Period of the work Shall be three (3)
Years without maintenance Charges instead of Defect
Liability Period of Five (5) Years from the actual date of
completion and the same shall be deemed to the modi-

fied at all places in the NIT, RFP, Agreement and
Schedules including in Article 14, 17 etc accordingly”.

Executive Engineer

No:- NIT/Cort/ R&B Project Circle Division 1st.
Dated: 06.2020

DIPK-893

integrated with Video Conferencing system for Conference
Hall APHQ J&K Srinagar as per specifications detailed out
in Annexure- “A” of e-NIT. The e-NIT consisting of qualifying
information, eligibility criteria, Bill of quantities, (B.0.Q), Set of
terms and conditions of contract and other details can be
seen/downloaded from the J&K e-Procurement Portal
www.jktenders.gov.in  from 19.06.2020 (1400 hours) to
11.07.2020 upto 1800 hours. Bidders submitting their bids on-

Hiring of Truck and multi utility vehicle (MUV) for leading
of P.way material, manpower & machinery from station to
station in Delhi Division and to out of Delhi Division &
other miscellance works for Day to day maintenance to
Track works in the section of ADEN/Panipat and Hiring of
vehicle for day to day inspection & other works for the
official use of DEN-1/DLI.

Approx. Cost: Rs. 13598470.48.

EarnestMoney: Rs. 218000.00

Completion Period: 24 Months.

Name of work with 1
location, cost of work
and Earnest money

Earnest Money should be in the form of net banking or
payment gateway only.

Note: FDR or Demand Draft will not be accepted as EMD
for tender invited on IREPS as per Railway Boards letter
No. 2015/CE-1/C/5/1 dated 31.08.2016.

Upto 15.00 hrs on 17.07.2020 opening of e-
tenderat 15.00 hrs. on 17.07.2020.

Date and time of submission of
tender and opening of tender

Website particulars, published-tender, notice
location etc complete details of tender can
be seen and web site where the tender form
can be downloaded

Above tender available on
IREPS site i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in

-

Rs. 11800/-

Tender cost should be in the form of net banking or
payment gateway only.

Note: FDR or Demand Draft will not be accepted as EMD
for tender invited on IREPS as per Railway Boards letter
No.2015/CE-1/CT/5/1 dated 31.08.2016.

Similar nature of work Any Engineering work or transportation work.

No. 128-W/280/Tender Notice/20-21/W-1 (NIT-2(1)
Dated: 23.06.2020

1422/2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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N M D C Limited
(A Government of India Enterprise)
BAILADILLA IRON ORE MINE, KIRANDUL COMPLEX
Dist - Dantewada , State - Chattisgarh, Pin- 494 556
BIOM/KDL/PER/ADMN/NIT-HI TECH AMBULANCE/2020/Date; 23.06.2020

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Sealed tenders are invited in two part bid system for hiring of Two (02) nos. of
Advanced Cardiac Life Support Ambulance with drivers on 24 hours duty for
performing out-station and local duty for Project Hospital at Bailadilla Iron Ore
Mine, Kirandul Complex, Dist - South Bastar Dantewada, State- Chhattisgarh.
Initially for a period of two years. The Management of BIOM reserve the right
to extend the contract for further one more year based on satisfactory perform-
ance and same terms and conditions thereafter.

Name of the Estimated cost| EMD Period | Cost of Tender
work ( Two years) Document
Hiring of two(C2) |Rs.61.00 Lakhs| Rs.30,500/-| 2 years Rs.5,900/-
nos. of Advanced | (Inclusive of | per vehicle | (extendable | (including
Cardiac Life GST) for further GST
Support period of one| @ 18% )
Ambulance with more year (Non-
drivers on 24 basedon | refundable)
hours duty satisfactory

performance)

Tender documents can be obtained from Dy. General Manager (Per) on
payment of Rs.5900/- (Rupees Five thousand and nine hundred only) by DD
(Non refundable) drawn in favour of Dy. General. Manager (Fin), NMDC Ltd,
BIOM, Kirandul Complex, payable at SBI, Kirandul on any working day
during office hours from 25.06.2020 to 21.07.2020. The tender documents can
also be downloaded from NMDC website ie. www.nmdc.co.in.The last date of
tender acceptance is 03.00 PM on 23.07.2020. Corrigendum and Addenda if
any will be posted on our NMDC website only. The prospective bidder should
visit our NMDC website from time to time note the Corrigendum and Addenda
if any. Dy. General Manager (Per)

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice
No. : 01-EnHM-2020-21

Name of work, location & Period :
Green Rating certification of DRM

office Jodhpur and Consultancy of
Railway Station Jodhpur., Approx. cost
of the work : Rs. 7,25,700.00, Earnest
money to be deposited : Rs. 14,500.00,
Cost of Tender Documents : Rs. 2,000/-,
Date and time for submission of tender
and opening of tender : On 16.07.2020
till 15.00 hrs through E-tendering online
submission on IREPS. Technical bid and
Financial bid will be open together (Single
Packet System). Website particular and
notice board location where complete
details of tender can be seen etc. :
http://lwww.ireps.gov.in, Note : The offer
can only be accepted through E-
Tendering on the website of
www.ireps.gov.in, Offerin any other form
will not be accepted. The tenderer /
bidders must have Class-Ill Digital
Signature Certificate & must be register on
IREPS portal. Only registered tenderer /
bidders can participate on e-Tendering. All
relevant paper must be uploaded at the
time of participating in e-Tendering.

603-SP/20

Please join us on TE INWRailways

RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION

E-Tender Notice No. CORE-SNS-SEA-01 E-Tender Notice

Electrification, Prayagraj, invites following E-TENDER:-

On behalf of the President of India, Principal Chief Material Manager, Central Organization Railway

1, NAWAB YUSUF ROAD, CIVIL LINES/PRAYAGRAJ-211001 FAX No.: 0532-2407797

Date:23.06.2020

from Kolkata Port to Consignee at Rampurhat (West Bangal)

Name of work:- Engagement of freight forwarder cum clearing agent for lifting the imported materials from
defferent Europian Ports (Hamburg & Marseille) to Kolkata Port through sea, their clearances and transportation

‘=g JHARKHAND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE
] DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED
= (Govt. of Jharkhand Undertaking)

3" FLOOR, PRAGATI SADAN, KUTCHERY ROAD,
RANCHI - 834001, JHARKHAND.
Ph No.: +91-651-2225878
CIN: U45200JH2013SGC001752, e-mail Id-juidcolimited@gmail.com

NIT No.: JUIDCO/FO/KT-BB/Cons/2020/343 Date: 24.06.2020
Notice Inviting Short Tender

National Competitive Bidding

Request for Proposal for selection of
consultant for preparation of Detailed
Project Report and providing Project
Management Consultancy services
for balance work of under
construction Flyover from Yogoda
Ashram, Bahubazar to Shantinagar,
Kokar via Kantatoli Chowk in
Ranchi, Jharkhand.

Online Tender

Cost of Tender Document: Rs.
10,000/-

(Rupees Ten Thousand) only
(Non-Refundable)

Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) :
Rs.8,00,000/-

(Rupees eight Lakh) only

1. | Name of the Work

2. | Mode of bid submission

Tender Fee & Bid
3. | Security

Date & Time of
4. | publication of Tender on
website

26.06.2020 at 15:00 Hrs.

Date & Time of pre-bid j
5. | i 03.07.2020 at 15:00 Hrs.
6. | Last Date & Time for 10.07.2020 at 17:00 Hrs.

submission of online bids
Last Date & Time of

7. | submission of EMD and
Tender fee (Hard Copies)
Date & Time of bid
opening

11.07.2020 at 16:00 Hrs.

11.07.2020 at 17:30 Hrs.

Jharkhand Urban Infrastructure
Development Company Ltd, 3rd
Floor, Pragati Sadan, Kutchery Road
Ranchi-834001.

10. +91651 2225878

Note: Only e-tenders will be accepted.
Further details are available on Jharkhand Government
e-procurement website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

Sd/-
Project Director (Tech)
JUIDCO Ltd. Ranchi.

9. | Bid submission address

Helpline no.

PR 229901 (Urban Development) 20-21 (D)

Rayees Mohammad Bhat (IPS)
AIG (Provision & Transport),
For Director General of Police,
J&K Jammu.

No. Prov-ll/Elect-05/2020-21/27741-55
Dated: 19.06.2020
DIPK-NB-911
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faaie: 24.06.2020

line shall only be accepted and no document other than those Bidding Type Normal Tender
mentioned in the e-NIT shall be accepted manually. — -
The tenders (technical bids only) will be opened online on| ~ endervee : Open Bidding System __ Single Packet System
13.07.2020 at 1100 hours at Police Headquarters J&K, TendeerIoswp Date Time 21.07.2020 15:00 DateT|me ofUpIoad|rl19 Tender 22.06.20?0,12:04
Gulshan Ground Jammu/ Srinagar. In case of unforeseen cir- Pre-Bid Required No Pre-Bid Query Date Time Not Applicable
cumstances, the date of opening will be next working day or Advertised Value }) 1019096.00 Tendering Section ELECTMISC
as notified separately. Bidding Style Single Rate for Each Schedule ltem| Bidding Unit
The intending bidders shall email their queries pertaining to Earnest Money ) 20400.00 Validity of Offer (Days) 90
this e-NIT for clarification at phqgjk@ikpolice.gov.in. The same Tender Doc. Cost %) 2000.00 Period of Completion 12 Months
shall be mailed within 10 days from the date of floating this e-NIT Contract Type Service Contract Category Expenditure
beyond which no query shall be entertained. Bidding Start Date 07.07.2020 Are Joint Venture (JV) No
Sri Detailed tender documents (SBD) with terms and conditions firms allowed to bid
rinagar. are available on J&K e-Procurement Portal Ranking Order For Bids Lowest to Highest Expenditure Type Revenue
www.jktenders.gov.in. sd/ Note: 1) The Complete information of above E-Tender and Tender document are available on IREPS

submitted before 15.00 hrs on tender opening date.

are: 011-24105180, 24102855, 24100746, 24671469.
PR/421/2020 Adk

website i.e.http://ireps.gov.in. Only E-Bids shall be accepted against above Tender. The e-bids may be

2) In case of any technical difficulty, helpdesk of CRIS/New Delhi may be approached. The Telephone numbers

"Serving Customers with a Smile”

www.ireps.gov.in

Email: epndcs@gmail.com

KASHMIR POWER DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LIMITED (KPDCL)
(Fully Owned Government of J&K Undertaking)

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (Planning)
PLANNING & PROCUREMENT WING,

e-TENDER ABBREVIATED NOTICE

KASHMIR

e- NIT NO: SE/EPL/e-NIT-06 of 2020-21

ment of KPDCL as under:

For and on behalf of the Managing Director, KPDCL, Superintending Engineer, Planning Circle, P&P Wing, KPDCL invites online
e-bids from Govt. registered original equipment manufacturers for supply of 33KV Outdoor Vacuum Circuit Breakersfor the require-

Dated: 20.06.2020

Sr. Material Description For ECSD Pampore
No. (Qty. in No.’s)
1. 33KV OUTDOOR VACUUM CIRCUIT BREAKERS FOR USE AT 33/11KV SUBSTATION 25

The complete tender document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidder/tenderers may view, download the e-
Bid document, seek clarification and submit their e-Bid online up to the date and time mentioned in the table below. Bidding Documents
contain Qualifying Criteria for Bidders, Specifications, Bill of Quantities, Terms and Conditions of Contract and other details.

i) Date and Time of downloading/Sale (Start) of Tender Document

22.06.2020; 14:00 Hrs

i) | Date & Time of Download/Sale (End) of Tender Document

13.07.2020; 15:00 Hrs

iii) | Date & Time of Bidding Queries/Clarifications

25.06.2020; 10:00 Hrs to 27.06.2020; 16:00 Hrs

iv) | Date & Time of Bid Uploading (Start/End)

29.06.2020; 10:00 Hrs to 13.07.2020; 15:00 Hrs

v) | Submission of Hard Copy (end) Date & Time

15.07.2020; 16:00 Hrs in the office of CE P&P wing,
PDD Complex, Bemina, Srinagar

vi) | Commercial/Technical Bid Opening Date & Time 17.07.2020 at 14:00 Hrs

vii) | Financial Bid Opening Shall be declared later on for the technically qualified
bidders

viii) | Venue of Commercial/ Technical Bid Opening Soft Copy Electronically and Hard Copy in the office of

CE P&P wing, KPDCL

ix) | Cost of e-Bid document

Rs.500.00 (Rupees Five Hundred only) for local firms
of J&K (UT) Rs.5000.00 (Rupees Five thousand Only)
for firms outside the J&K. (Non-refundable)

x) | Amount of Earnest Money Deposit

Rs.5000.00 (Rupees Five thousand only) for local
firms of J&K and Rs.188000.00 (Rupees One Lac
Eighty Eight Thousand only) for firms outside the J&K.

DIPK-867

Superintending Engineer
Planning (KPDCL)

New Delhi

SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAT
VARIOUS ENGIREERING WORKS
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

THE WORLD

238,833

307,682
Italy

United Kingdom

260,810

606,043

Russia

212,501

Iran

Peru s
1,145,906 456,183 Q

Brazil 246,75 India >
250,767 Spain u

Chile

TOTAL CONFIRMED: 9,295,365 DEATHCOUNT: 478,289

Source: Johns Hopkins University, updated at 11 pm on June 24. JHU's India tally and Health
Ministry’s tally (below) may not match if these are accounted at different times.

Study projects 95k additional
TB deaths in India due to Covid

ANEW modelling study has estimated
that the Covid-19 pandemic could sig-
nificantly increase the global burden
of tuberculosis due to disruptions to
health services, and delays to diagno-
sisand treatment. In India, it estimates
TB will cause an additional 95,000
deaths in the next five
years. The study is pub-
lished in the European
Respiratory Journal.
Researchers esti-
mated additional TB
deaths and cases in
China, India and South
Affica over the next five
years. They hypothe-
sised that social dis-
tancing might reduce
TB incidence as the

6,000in China). In the worst case sce-
nario, this number could rise to up to
200,000 additional deaths, the re-
searchers estimated.

ecdotal information from China, India
and South Africa that suggests that the

PAPER

CLIP

NEW RESEARCH

Theresearchersreferred toearly an-

number of people being
diagnosed and treated
for TB has fallen signifi-
cantly. These three
countries make up ap-
proximately 40% of the
global TB cases. The re-
searchers modelled dif-
ferent scenarios with
various implementa-
tions of social distancing
measures and health
service disruption last-

bacteria behind the dis-

ease is transmitted via droplets —
similar to the coronavirus. Even after
taking this reduced transmission into
account, the most likely scenario was
estimated to result in more than
110,000 additional TB deaths (95,000
in India, 13,000 in South Africa and

come up with their estimates.

searchers from the London School of
Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and
Lancaster University.

ing for six months, to

The study was conducted by re-

Source: London School of Hygiene &
Tropical Medicine

INDIA COUNT: 4,56,183 (14,476 DEATHS)
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2,58,685 PATIENTS DISCHARGED IN 34 STATES AND UNION TERRITORIES

Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak and what you should/should not do?
Write to explained@indianexpress.com
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Evolving strategy on testing

In ICMR’s updated strategy, all symptomatic individuals anywhere in India are to be tested for Covid-19.
At one stage, ICMR was cautious about testing indiscriminately. A look at how the protocols have evolved

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

ON TUESDAY, the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) made a large shift in Covid-
19testing strategy, calling for “all symptomatic
individualsin every part of the country” tobe
tested. It also urged private hospitals, offices,
and public sector units to conduct antibody
testing as a surveillance measure.

Alook at how ICMR’s testing protocols
have evolved since the outbreak began:

March: Reserved testing

OnMarch 17, the strategy was far more hes-
itant than now. “To avoid indiscriminate test-
ing and reducing panic and optimally utilise
the resources of the country and scale up fa-
cilities for testing,” it said, under “Objectives”.
The strategy focused only on three sympto-
matic people: international travellers, contacts
of a case, and healthcare workers.

“Why should we go on telling people
who have no history of travel or any contact
with an actual case?” ICMR Senior scientist
Nivedita Gupta had said to the Indian Express
at the time. “In this process, in a huge coun-
try like India, I'm not able to test people who
genuinely may need testing because I'm
wasting it on futile testing. Though we are
maintaining a stringent inventory, we also
need to make sure that we are not in a situ-
ation where I exhaust all my testing capac-
ity in futile testing and tomorrow, if there is
an upsurge in cases, [ say that [ have ex-
hausted all my tests.”

Atthetime, private players had notyetbeen
roped into conduct testing,and the ICMR was
justinstituting processes to expand lab capac-
ity. Atthe end of March, it gradually expanded
testing to include hospitalised patients with
severe acute respiratory illness (SARI)as well as
asymptomatic contacts of cases. The new focus
ran alongside the agency’s first surveillance
method — testing SARI patients to see if any
were positive for Covid-19.

April: New techniques
ICMR advised rapid antibody tests in

How diesel

KARUNJIT SINGH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

FORTHE first time, the price of diesel in Delhi
has surpassed that of petrol: Dieselis up by 48
paise per litre to Rs 79.88, compared to Rs
79.76 for petrol. Diesel prices remain lower
than those of petrol elsewhere in the country.

The price of petrol has risen by Rs
8.50/litre and that of diesel by Rs 10.50 since
June 7, when oil marketing companies
(OMCs)began revising prices after an 82-day
hiatus during which the international crude
price fell below $20/barrel.

Why has this happened in Delhi?

The price gap between petrol and diesel
was Rs 7.30 on May 5 when the Delhi gov-
ernment increased VAT on diesel to 30% from
16.75% and on petrol to 30% from 27%. Diesel
also attracts an additional air ambience levy
of Rs 250/kilolitre. This brought the diesel

Asample collected for rapid antigen test in New Delhi. P11

hotspots and migrant centres on April 4, leav-
ing the decision to state governments. These
tests are not diagnostic, but can determineif a
patient has previously had coronavirus. States
like Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Chhattisgarh were
eager to undertake this type of surveillance.

Later, the ICMR reversed its decision, given
a batch of faulty kits from China. There also
was divergence between the World Health
Organization and ICMR in the beginning of
April, with the former saying antibody testing
should be used for research. Subsequent ad-
visories from ICMR detailed antibody testing
as “supplementary” to RT-PCR testing.

The ICMR also advised enhanced testing
in 20 hotspots, including Nizamuddin and
Dilshad Garden in Delhi, Pathanamthitta in
Kerala, and Mumbai and Pune.

On April 9, it added symptomatic patients
in hotspots, large migration gatherings and
evacuee centres to the testing strategy. New
ICMR research at the time also found the per-
centage of random positive samples of Covid-
19 among SARI patients across the country has
increased incrementally over the past month.

On April 13, the ICMR detailed pooled
sampling in areas with few cases or low pos-
itivity rates. If any positive sample comes for
apool of samples, then individual testing fol-

lows. States like UP jumped onto the strategy.

The ICMR still faced a backlash for lack of
testing. Responding to a question at the daily
briefing, Dr R R Gangakhedkar, head of epi-
demiology and infectious diseases at ICMR,
said: “As for testing strategy, your chances of
testing positive become less as you near the
infection time point. It comes positive when
there are symptoms, so keeping in mind the
cost effectiveness and risk-based approach,
your yield will become less the sooner you
test. Even to think about changing the testing
strategy now... [ cannot say.”

May: Expanded protocols

OnMay 18,ICMR added symptomatic mi-
grants, hospitalised patients, frontline work-
ers to the testing strategy. The inclusion of all
“hospitalised patients who develop ILI symp-
toms” indicated the concern over patients
contracting the disease in hospital. And the
inclusion of “returnees/migrants”, irrespec-
tive of contact history or whether they are
travelling from a hotspot, signalled concerns
about possible community transmission.

Also in May, the Health Ministry decided
not totest mild and moderate cases before their
discharge or after a home isolation period.

The government also initiated a nation-

DIESEL PRICE HIGHER ONLY IN DELHI

STATE/REGION PETROL DIESEL

Sales tax Price (¥/It) Sales tax Price (¥/1t)
Delhi 30% VAT 79.76 ¥250/klairambience : 79.88

charges + 30% VAT

Gujarat 17%VAT+4%cess 77.26 17%VAT + 4 %cess 77.18

ontownrate & VAT ontownrate & VAT
Karnataka 35%sales tax 82.35 24% sales tax 75.51
Mumbai, 26%VAT+ Rs.10.12/litre; 86.54 24%VAT+Rs.3.00/1 | 78.22
NaviMumbai  additional tax additional tax
Tamil Nadu 15%+Rs.13.02 perlitre | 83.04 11% +Rs.9.62/litre 7717

Source: PPAC

price within Rs 2 of the price of petrol at the
time; the gap has closed since with OMCs
hiking diesel prices more than petrol prices.
According to experts, there is very little dif-
ference between international prices of
petrol and diesel currently, leading to taxes
becoming the key component in the price

£ 150,000 crplus: the govt stimulus for rura

HARISH DAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

THERE ARE many parallels one can draw
between the novel coronavirus-induced
lockdown (gharbandi) and demonetisation
(notebandi), in terms of their impact on
India’s farm economy. Both resulted in the
same thing — demand destruction - albeit
through different routes.

Notebandi caused a haemorrhaging of lig-
uidity from the predominantly cash-based
farm produce markets. In the pre-demoneti-
sation era, it wasn't uncommon for individ-
ual traders to purchase produce worth Rs 50
lakh orevenRs 1 crore daily during the peak
arrival season and make payments to farm-
ers entirely in cash. With demonetisation,
and alsorestrictions on cash transactions in-
troduced in the 2017-18 Union Budget,
wholesale mandis were suddenly denuded
of liquidity and, thereby, demand.

In gharbandi, demand destruction was
wrought not by a lack of cash, but of buyers
themselves. And these were institutional
buyers, as opposed to households. The clo-
sure of hotels, restaurants, tea stalls, street
food joints, sweetmeat shops, hostels and
canteens —in addition to no wedding recep-
tions and other public functions — led to a
collapse of out-of-home food consumption.
Even household-level food consumption
was affected by falling incomes (in respect of
poor and lower middle class families sud-

denly finding themselves without work) and
reduced requirement due to forced inactiv-
ity (as with the rich and better off).

Either way, the outcome was the same.
Notebandi and gharbandi both basically
“flattened” farm produce prices, by shifting
the demand curves to the left. The demand
drop wasn’t due to prices going up. Rather,
with consumption being limited to homes
— manpower shortages forced many food
companies to also curtail production in fac-
tories and, hence, cut raw material pur-
chases — there was less demand now for
milk, potatoes or tomatoes even at the same
price. This wasn't, in other words, simply a
“movement along the demand curve”, but
a “leftward shift in the demand curve”.

The other similarity between demon-
etisation and lockdown is that both struck
just after farmers had produced a bumper
rabi crop — the former in April-June 2017
and the latter barely three years later.

Notwithstanding these and other simi-
larities — both followed overnight 8 pm an-
nouncements by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi — there are differences between the
situations brought about by gharbandi and
notebandi.

To start with, when demonetisation
happened, the farm sector had already gone
through tough times, with back-to-back
droughtsin 2014 and 2015 on top of a global

(% YEAR-ON-YEAR)
Constant | Current
Prices Prices

Farm* General | Farm* General
Apr-Jun 3.84 :6.95 6.69 :11.92
2018
Jul-Sep 2.54 :6.06 2.88 | 11.06
2018
Oct-Dec 1.98 :5.62 2.30 | 9.66
2018
Jan-Mar 1.62 :5.55 6.58 | 9.45
2019
Apr-Jun 2.96 :4.76 8.60 : 8.00
2019
Jul-Sep 3.51 :14.33 8.53 ! 6.23
2019
Oct-Dec 3.60 :3.47 13.93: 7.02
2019
Jan-Mar 5.87 ;3.04 12.99: 6.85
2020
*Agriculture, forestry & fishing.
Source: National Statistical Office.

agri-commodity price crash in 2014-15 and
2015-16. Also, notebandi primarily hit agri-
culture and informal enterprises, while or-
ganised manufacturing and services sector
firms had actually benefited from demon-
etisation and the GST regime. The lock-

down, by contrast, has affected these indus-
tries far more than agriculture.

The table shows that agricultural growth
had surpassed overall economic growth
during the last two quarters of 2019-20, in
real as well as nominal terms after factor-
ing in inflation. Even after lockdown came
into effect from March 25, farm-related op-
erations — from harvesting and sale of pro-
duce in mandis, to their intra- and inter-state
movement — were exempted from ghar-
bandi restrictions.

The second major difference has been
government response. India’s imports of
pulses and edible oils peaked during 2015-
16 t0 2017-18. This period, before and after
demonetisation, saw the government for-
mally embracing “inflation targeting” and
also giving the Essential Commodities Act
anew lease of life. Stockholding limits were
clamped from time to time on onion, pota-
toes, pulses and sugar, alongside allowing
duty-free imports and placing of export
curbs. These measures were persisted with
despite consumer food price inflation ruling
below general retail inflation since
September 2016. Import controls came in
only towards late 2017, partly in reaction to
growing agrarian unrest.

The government’s approach during
lockdown has, in comparison, been more
proactive. One reason for it might be the re-
alisation that agriculture — apart from be-
ing “essential” for supplying food in a pub-
lic health emergency — offered itself as the

difference. The prices of diesel and petrol are
almost equal in Ahmedabad as the VAT on
both petrol and diesel is comparable.

While other states have also hiked levies
on both fuels, most have maintained lower
tax rates on diesel than on petrol, so that
diesel has remained cheaper than petrol de-

only feasible economic activity under the
existing circumstances. All administrative
steps were, therefore, taken to permit
movement of labourers and machines for
farmers to harvest their rabi crop.

Itis true that farmers this time round, too,
have incurred losses on sales of milk and per-
ishable produce, from tomatoes, carrots, cap-
sicum and gourds to grapes, bananas, water-
melons and totapuri mangoes. The collapse
of institutional demand and out-of-home
consumption has further hurt poultry, maize
and sugarcane growers, whether through
slide in prices or non-payment by mills.

Butit’salso a fact that government agen-
cies have undertaken record procurement
of wheat (38.6 million tonnes of the 2019-
20 crop, with minimum support price value
of over Rs 74,200 crore) and paddy (74.3 mt,
including 15.7 mt after March 31 and worth
Rs 28,500 crore). Besides, they have bought
about 1.8 mt of chana (valued at Rs 8,750
crore),0.8 mt of rapeseed-mustard (Rs 3,300
crore) and 0.3 mt of tur/arhar (Rs 1,750
crore). Add the Rs 16,750 crore direct trans-
fers to 8.37 crore farmer accounts as first-in-
stallment payment of Rs 2,000 each under
the PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi scheme, the
total liquidity pumped into the farm econ-
omy, post-lockdown, by the government
works out to more than Rs 133,000 crore.

That isn’t small money, given the short
time span (less than three months) within
which this liquidity infusion has taken place
and the sheer logistics involved in physical

New Delhi

wide sero-survey to assess the spread. This
was also spurred by ICMR’s validation of its
own “indigenous” antibody test kit.

On May 30, ICMR reintroduced advice to
states to use antibody tests, focusing on
workers who have returned from other
states, those who live in dense settings or
poorly ventilated buildings; people who
work in certain sectors; people in contain-
ment zones; police and paramilitary person-
nel, and prison officials, among others.

By May-end, the positivity rate in India
had begun to steepen just as the country be-
gan testing over 1 lakh samples a day. Along
with the expanding testing strategy, facili-
ties and types of kits also gradually increased.

June: rapid antigen tests

The ICMR approved on June 15 a new on-
site diagnostic kit for containment zones and
healthcare settings, which can give rapid, low-
cost results without needing a laboratory.

In containment zones, the rapid antigen
test was encouraged for all people with fever
and cough and all contacts of a case who are
direct,asymptomatic, and have high co-mor-
bidities. In healthcare settings, the test will be
used for all patients of influenza-like illnesses
suspected of having contracted Covid-19 and
asymptomatic patients who are immuno-
suppressed or have other co-morbidities. The
test will also be available for asymptomatic
patients undergoing certain procedures such
as neurosurgeries, dental work, and dialysis.
While positive results will be considered con-
firmed, in case of negative results,an RT-PCR
would be done for reconfirmation.

Maharashtra, Delhi, Gujarat, Haryana, and
UP have procured rapid antigen testing kits.
“All the states are gearing up now to start the
testing with this and almost all states will
eventually buy it. Many hospitals are also in-
quiring and placing the order for any sympto-
matic individuals in their hospital with a
heavy viral load,” said an official from SD
Biosensor, which is supplying the test kit.

The advisory on June 23 said: “Despite
new types of testing kits being added, access
to testing still remains a huge challenge in a
large country like India.”

 got costlier than petrol in Delhi

spite greater hikes in diesel prices than petrol
prices over the last 18 days.

Why were prices frozen, and why are
they rising now?

OMCs stopped revising prices from
March 16 to June 7 when international prices
of crude oil hit historic lows. During this time,
the only revisions in the prices of diesel and
petrol were aresult of changes in state taxes.

Representatives of Indian Oil Corporation,
India’s largest OMC, said they had decided to
stop revising prices in line with international
prices of petrol and diesel. Had they done so
during the fall in the prices of crude in late
March and April, it would have led to “nega-
tive margins” for the OMCs. Now, the OMCs
are revising domestic prices of petrol and
diesel are rising in line with international
prices of petrol and diesel. And international
prices of both diesel and petrol are rising due
to increasing demand as countries ease
Covid-induced restrictions.

|areas post lockdown

purchasing grain from farmers without vi-
olation of social distancing norms.

Agriculture’s newfound importance is
also reflected in the two major reforms that
might not have come aboutin normal times.
The first one permits sale and purchase of
farm produce outside the physical bound-
aries of state-regulated mandis. That, in the-
ory, gives farmers freedom to sell directly to
processors, exporters, wholesalers and retail-
ers both within and outside their states, in-
cluding through electronic trading platforms.
The second reform does away with the im-
position of ECA stockholding limits on food-
stuffs, save under extraordinary conditions.
These were powers that this very government
had, ironically, been invoking until recently.

Ittook anall-round economic crisis, which
Covid-19 brutally lay bare, to recognise the
value and potential of Indian agriculture. If
the Rs 17,622 crore of wage payments made
under MGNREG from April 1 is also ac-
counted for, the government’s total spend on
farmers and rural workers in the past three
months will be well in excess of Rs 150,000
crore. With the Covid situation in cities show-
ing little improvement, it is clearly laying all
hopes of an economic recovery on Bharat.

(A different version of this article appeared

this week in India in Transition, published by the
Center for the Advanced Study of India,
University of Pennsylvania)



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

16

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, JUNE 25,2020

THE WORLD

UNITED NATIONS
UN URGES ISRAEL AGAINST ANNEXATION

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres urged Isracl on Wednesday
to abandon plans to annex settlements in the occupied West Bank, warning this
threatened prospects for peace with the Palestinians.
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Lee Hsien Yang,
brother of Singapore
PM Lee Hsien Loong

ASIA

Singapore PM'’s
brother joins
opposition party
ahead of polls

Singapore: Singapore
Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong’s family feud has
spilled into politics, with
his estranged younger
brother joining an oppo-
sition party ahead of gen-
eral elections next
month. Lee Hsien Yang
said Wednesday he has
joined the Progress
Singapore Party because
heis concerned about is-
sues such as governance
and transparency, but de-
clined to say whether he
will run in the July 10
polls. The party was
launched a year ago by
former ruling party law-
maker Tan Cheng Bock.

USA
Indian eatery
vandalisedin

New Mexico

Washington: An Indian
restaurant owned by a
Sikh man in the city of
Sante Fe in the US state of
New Mexico was broken
into and vandalised with
hate messages scrawled
on its walls, according to
amedia report. The dam-
age caused to India
Palace restaurant is esti-
mated to be worth
$100,000, the Santa Fe
Reporter newspaper re-
ported on Tuesday. The
vandalisation is being in-
vestigated by local police
and the FBI, it said. The
Sikh American Legal
Defence and Education
Fund (SALDEF), a non-
profit civil rights organi-
sation, has condemned
the incident.

PAKISTAN
Foundation
stone laid for
Islamabad’s 1st
Hindu temple

Islamabad: Pakistan has
started the construction
process of a Rs 10 crore
Hindu temple — the first
inlslamabad. The Krishna
temple will come upin a
20,000 sq ft plot at the
capital’s H-9 area. The
groundbreaking cere-
mony for the temple was
performed by
Parliamentary Secretary
on Human Rights Lal
Chand Malhi on Tuesday.
The Hindu population in
Islamabad has increased
significantly in the last
two decades and, there-
fore, the temple was nec-
essary, the Dawn News
quoted Malhi as saying.

THEY OFTEN DEFEND CHINA AGAINST CRITICS. BUT WHEN THEY TRIED TO RETURN DURING PANDEMIC, THEY BECAME TARGETS
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PutiNn HoLDS PARADE ON EVE OF KEY VOTE

Russian President Vladimir Putin with Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko, leader of Georgian breakaway region of
Abkhazia Aslan Bzhania, Moldovan President Igor Dodon and Tajik President Emomali Rahmon at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier after the Victory Day Parade in Moscow. The parade was postponed from May 9 due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Reuters

M President Vladimir Putin reviewed the
Red Square military parade, which critics
said was designed to lift his lower-than-
usual ratings on the eve of a nationwide
vote that could extend his rule until 2036.

M Putin watched as intercontinental
ballistic missile launchers trundled past,
nuclear-capable bombers flew overhead,
and columns of tanks and over 14,000
troops marched past under hot sunshine.

B The parade was held on the eve of a
nationwide vote, from June 25 to July 1,
on constitutional changes, including one
that would allow Putin two more six-year
terms as President if re-elected.

Pak to remain on FATF grey list

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

PAKISTAN IS likely to remain on
the greylist of the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) for failing to
comply with the global terrorist
financing watchdog’s deadline to
prosecute and penalise terrorist
financing in the country.

Source said the decision, taken
at the third and final plenary
meetingon Wednesday under the
Chinese Presidency of Xiangmin
Liu, will be announced soon.

At the FATF meeting chaired
by China in Paris in February this
year, Islamabad had been told
that “all deadlines” had expired
and if they didn’t prosecute and
penalise terrorist financing by
June 2020, the watchdog would
take action with financial conse-
quences.

At the Paris plenary, the FATF
had expressed serious concerns
over Pakistan’s failure to com-
plete its 27-point action plan in
line with the agreed timelines —

At an FATF meeting in
February, Islamabad
had been told that ‘all
deadlines’ had expired
and if they didn’t
prosecute and penalise
terrorist financing by
June, the watchdog
would take action

which ended in September 2019.

Wednesday’s development
came on aday when Pakistan ex-
pressed its disappointment over
the US blocking a proposal to
designate an Indian national in
Afghanistan as a global terrorist.

“We are disappointed that
Pakistan’s proposal to designate
Venumadhav Dongara as a ter-
rorist has been objected to,”
Pakistan’s Foreign ministry said
on Wednesday.

But Pakistan expressed hope
that the listing requests of other

Crashed Pak airliner
pilots were distracted
by virus worry: minister

ASIF SHAHZAD
ISLAMABAD, JUNE 24

THE PILOTS of a Pakistan airliner
that crashed last month, killing
97 people, were distracted as
they talked about the coron-
avirus pandemic throughout the
flight before an abortive landing
bid, an initial inquiry report
showed on Wednesday.
Presenting the report in par-
liament, Aviation Minister
Ghulam Sarwar Khan said both
the pilots and officials at air traf-
fic control did not follow set pro-
cedures, leading to the crash.
The pilots were not “focused”
because of the coronavirus pan-
demic, he added, though the air-
craft had no technical fault.
“Unfortunately...the discus-
sion throughout was about co-
rona,” Khan said, referring to ex-
changes between the pilot and

The plane crashed ina
residential area in Karachi
last month, killing 97
people. Reuters

co-pilot on the cockpit voice
recorder that he said showed they
were not focused on their tasks.

“Corona was dominant over
their mind. Their family was af-
fected, and they were dis-
cussing corona.”

The aircraft suffered no tech-
nical flaw, Khan said. “The unfor-
tunate plane was 100% fit to fly,”
he added. REUTERS

three Indian nationals would be
given due consideration by the
UNSC 1267  Sanctions
Committee in an objective and
transparent manner. Sources
said they would mount a diplo-
matic campaign, with China’s
help, to convince members of
the UNSC.

In Islamabad, the foreign
ministry said Pakistan had pro-
posed the designation of four
Indian nationals in 2019 under
the United Nations 1267
Sanctions List — namely
Venumadhav Dongara, Ajoy
Mistry, Gobinda Patnaik, and
Angara Appaji. It alleged that
these individuals were financ-
ing, sponsoring and organising
terrorism inside Pakistan by
providing financial, technical
and material support to terror-
ist groups including TTP,
Jamaat-ul-Ahrar and others.

As aresult of travel restric-
tions caused by Covid-19, the
FATF is meeting virtually.
Germany takes over presidency
of the FATFin July for a year.

Dubai: Indian
couple murdered

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DUBAI, JUNE 24

AN INDIAN businessman and his
wife were allegedly murdered by
a Pakistani man inside their villa
in Dubai during a break-in and
robberybid, according toareport.

Hiren Adhiya and Vidhi
Adhiya, both in their 40s, were
killed inside their villa at the
Arabian Ranches. Dubai Police ar-
rested the Pakistani man in less
than 24 hours, Gulf News reported.

Brigadier Jamal Al Jallaf,
Director of Criminal Investigation
Department at Dubai Police, said
the daughter of the couple called
police to report the incident.

The police said the suspect
broke into the villa on June 18
while the family was sleeping. He
wentinto the bedroom searching
for more valuables. “When the
man woke up, the attacker
stabbed him. The wife also woke
up and the suspect stabbed her,”
AlJallaf added.

OVER 35,000 NEW U.S.CASES ON TUESDAY

Virus casesinUSriseto
highest level since April

THENEW YORKTIMES
NEW YORK, JUNE 24

MORE THAN 35,000 new coro-
navirus cases were identified
across the United States on
Tuesday, according toa New York
Times database, the highest sin-
gle-day total since late April and
the third-highest total of any day
of the pandemic.

Asthe United States continues
toreopenits economy, case num-
bers are rising in more than 20
states, mostly in the South and
West. Florida on Wednesday re-
ported a new daily high of 5,508
cases. Texas reported more than
5,000 caseson Tuesday; its largest
single-day total yet. Arizona
added more than 3,600 cases, also
arecord. And in Washington State,
where case numbers are again
trending upward, the governor
said residents would have to start
wearing masks in public.

“This is about saving lives,”
said Gov. Jay Inslee, a Democrat.
“It's about reopening our busi-
nesses.Andit’s about showing re-
spect and care for one another.”

The elevated case numbers
are a result of worsening con-
ditions across much of the
country as well as increased
testing, but testing alone does
not explain the surge. The per-
centage of people in Florida
testing positive has risen
sharply. Increases in hospitali-
sations also signal the virus’s
spread. Arizona reported its
highest number of virus hospi-
talizations on Monday. In
Texas, more than 4,000 people
with the virus are hospitalized,
more than double the number
at the beginning of June.

“I strongly feel we are mov-
ing in the wrong direction and
we are moving fast,” Mayor
Sylvester Turner of Houston said.

Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo an-
nounced on Wednesday that
New York and two neighboring
states will begin requiring cer-
tain out-of-state travellers enter-
ing their states to quarantine for
two weeks upon arrival.

The restrictions, which also
cover New Jersey and
Connecticut, will be based on
specific health metrics related to
the virus, Cuomo said.

Black school principal set to defeat
long-time Congressman in US
primary upset reminiscent of AOC

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, JUNE 24

JAMAAL BOWMAN, a liberal
Black middle-school principal,
was ahead in early Democratic
primary election results Tuesday
in his bid to oust long-time US
Representative Eliot Engel from
a congressional seat represent-
ing part of New York.

If Engel, who has served in
Congress for more than 30 years,
were to lose, it would echo a sim-
ilar upset in 2018, when
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez de-
feated Joseph Crowley, then the
No. 4 House Democrat.

Ocasio-Cortez was also on
course for victory in her contest
against a challenger in a neigh-
boring New York district, in
races that tested the strength of
the Democratic Party’s left wing
after moderate Joe Biden be-

came the presumptive presi-
dential nominee.

Bowman, 44, was leading
Engel, the chairman of the

House  Foreign  Affairs
Committee, by 59.48% to 35.31%,
the New York state elections
board said, with 627 of 732 elec-
tion precincts reporting.

“Eliot Engel used to say he was
athorninthe side of (Republican
President) Donald Trump,”
Bowman told supporters. “But
you know what Donald Trumpis

Jamaal
Bowman
speaks to
supportersin
New York.
Reuters

more afraid of than anything
else? A Black man with power.
That is what Donald Trump is
afraid of,” Bowman said.

On Twitter, Bowman wrote:
“I'maBlack man raised by a sin-
gle mother in a housing project.
That story doesn’t usually end in
Congress. But today, that 11-year
old boy beaten by police is about
tobe your Representative. I can't
wait to get to DCand cause prob-
lems for those maintaining the
status quo.”

Transporting oxygen cylinders in Conakry, Guinea. AP

Scarce medical oxygen
leaves many gasping
for life worldwide

DONALD GMCNEILJR
JUNE 24

AS THE coronavirus pandemic
hits more impoverished coun-
tries with fragile health care sys-
tems, global health authorities
are scrambling for supplies of a
simple treatment that saves
lives: oxygen.

Many patients severely ill
with Covid-19, the illness
caused by the coronavirus, re-
quire help with breathing at
some point. But now the epi-
demic is spreading rapidly in
South Asia, Latin America and
parts of Africa, regions where
many hospitals are poorly
equipped and lack the ventila-
tors, tanks and other equip-
ment necessary to save pa-
tients whose lungs are failing.

Although the machinery
needed to generate oxygen is
relatively simple, it must be
sturdy enough to withstand the
dust, humidity and other haz-
ards common in rural hospitals
in poor countries. The ma-
chines cannot come too soon,
doctors said.

In May, the Alliance for
International Medical Action
treated 123 Covid-19 patients in
Congo, said Dr Baweye Mayoum
Barka, the charity’s representative.
Fifty-six of them needed oxygen,

EXPLAINED

Economic divide
in oxygen supply

THE ECONOMIC divide ex-
posed by Covid-19, both be-
tween countries and within
them, is highlighted by the
scramble for medical oxygen.
Administering oxygen is one
of the most crucial interven-
tions in Covid-19 treatment,
butit's become arare com-
modity in poor nations from
Africa to Asia. In the West,
oxygen supply to hospitals is
seen as essential as water and
electricity supply and is
widely available. But in poorer
countries, medical oxygen is
something that can be bought
athome for a price, or avail-
able in VIP hospitals only.
According to the Associated
Press, half the world’s popula-
tion does not have access to
medical oxygen.

but not enough equipment was
available. “So, unfortunately, there
were 26 deaths, 70% of themin less
than 24 hours,” Barka said. NYT

Court orders dismissal
of case against former
Trump aide Flynn

REUTERS & NYT
WASHINGTON, JUNE 24

AUS appeals court on Wednesday
directed a federal judge to drop a
criminal case against President
Donald Trump’s former national
security adviser Michael Flynn for
lying to the FBI, handing a victory
to the Justice Department in an-
other twist to the politically
charged case.

In a 2-1 decision, a panel of
the US Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit ruled
in favor of Flynn and the Trump
administration in preventing U.S.
District Judge Emmet Sullivan
from exercising his discretion on
whether to grant the depart-
ment’s motion to clear Flynn,
who twice pleaded guilty.

The ruling prevents Sullivan
from hearing arguments at a July
16 hearing from retired judge John

Gleeson, whom he appointed as
a “friend of the court” to argue
against dropping the case.
Flynn, a retired Army lieu-
tenant general, was one of several
former Trump aides charged un-
der former Special Counsel Robert
Mueller’s investigation that de-
tailed Moscow’s interference in
the 2016 US presidential election.

‘Stone case politicised’
Meanwhile, senior law en-
forcement officials intervened to
seek a more lenient prison sen-
tence for Trump’s friend and ally
Roger Stone for political reasons,
aformer prosecutor on the caseis
expected to testify before
Congress on Wednesday.
“WhatIheard —repeatedly —
was that Roger Stone was being
treated differently fromany other
defendant because of his relation-
ship to the President,” the prose-
cutor, Aaron SJ. Zelinsky, said.

Trapped abroad, overseas Chinese students rethink their country

LIYUAN
JUNE 24

JAMES LIU has always consid-
ered himself a patriot.

With a lump in his throat, he
watched a military parade on
National Day, China’s birthday,
that showed a once backward na-
tion that had become strong and
powerful. He got goose bumps
watching Wolf Warrior 2, a
Rambo-like Chinese blockbuster
featuring a superhero veteran
who single-handedly rescues his

countrymen trapped abroad.

When China came under at-
tack online, Liu was one of the le-
gions of Chinese students study-
ing abroad who posted in its
defense. He condemned the pro-
democracy protestsinHong Kong,
which he sawas anefforttosplita
uniting China. After Trump called
the coronavirus the “Chinese
virus,” Liu turned to Twitter to cor-
rect those who used the term.

“I was a real little pink,” he
said, using a somewhat deroga-
tory term for the young,
Communist-red Chinese nation-

alists who use the internet as a
patriotic battleground to fight
those who disparage China.
Then Liu, 21, discovered that
the country he had long de-
fended didn’t want him back.
The fresh graduate from a
Midwestern university had be-
come one of an untold number of
Chinese people stranded abroad
by the coronavirus pandemic.
Flights had vanished. Tickets
home were outrageously expen-
sive. The Chinese government,
fearful that people like him would
bring the virus with them, re-

Many Chinese students abroad were told to stay put. Reuters

stricted international flights and
told its expatriates to stay put.

Whenoverseas students went
online to question why they
couldn’t fly home, people in China
told them to stay away. The stu-
dents, they said, were spoiled
brats who could jeopardize
China’s success in containing the
epidemic. Liu and many other
countless Chinese people
stranded overseas are, for the first
time, running afoul of one of their
country’s bedrock political prin-
ciples: National interests come be-
fore anindividual's needs.

New Delhi

In this case, the stranded stu-
dentsand workers havebecome a
minority group thatis expected to
sacrifice for the benefit of the ma-
jority. That puts them among the
ranks of government critics and
the Hong Kong pro-democracy
protesters — people they have
long battled online.

Some of the little pinks are re-
thinking their relationship with
the country — which, in the
Chinese context, is the nation, the
government and the Communist
Party allin one.

“My feelings are increasingly

complicated,” Liuwrote on the so-
cial media platform Weibo in
mid-May. “The country [ loved
doesn’t want me back.” Reading
the many critical social media
posts against overseas students
like him, he felt as if he had been
“beaten up badly,” he said.

Their views could someday
help shape China’s relationship
with the world. Some will grow
up to be leaders in business, aca-
demia or other institutions. They
will most likely remain patriots,
but they will have a more nuanced
view of their country. NYT
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CoviDb IMPACT
THE Fi1sc

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

WITH THE Centre rolling out
fresh expenditure rationalisa-
tion plans for the July-
September quarter, the curtail-
mentof government spending
to levels far lower than what
was budgeted for this fiscal
raises fresh concerns that the
€CcoNnomic recovery process
could get more drawn out.
While the cut in budgeted
spendingis presumably being
done to allow enough head-
room to dovetail the stimulus
package announced last mon-
th, economists point to several
key elements of the stimulus
package such as the distribu-
tion of funds to micro, small
and medium enterprises un-
der the 100 per cent Emerge-
ncy Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme struggling to take off,
thereby worsening theimpact
of government expenditure
compression thatis underway.

Alongside thered flags over
growth, concernsbeing raised
over the likelihood of debt-
GDP ratio breaching the no-
tional red line of 80 per cent
fromthe currentlevel of about
70 per centis now being ques-
tioned by economists, who
pointto the perils of being sole
focussed onthe debt numbers
rather than theimmediate task
of rekindling GDP growth.

Former Chief Statistician of
India Pronab Sen said debt sus-
tainability always remains a
concern, but holdingdown the
debtlevels should not compro-
mise on GDP growth for which
government expenditureises-
sential. “Holding the debt
downinasituation where the
GDP is low, maybe continues
in the negative, doesn’t help
you. You can still become un-
sustainable. Soit'sa call. If Tin-
crease my debt stock, not the
ratio, then if the GDP starts
growing strongly, it will be-
come sustainable. But the
whole issue of debt sustain-
abilityisalong-term process...
People are talking about 80 per
cent.Thereis nosuch number.
The number really has to do
what the nominal GDP would
be doing over a long period of
time. If by holding down the
debt, the GDP growth gets
compromised, then you may
be movingin the wrong direc-
tion altogether,” he said.

The government’s fiscal
stimulus in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic hasbeen
restrained with limited cash
outgo, a factor which econo-
mists said has been driven by
the concerns of the debt levels,
possibility of exceeding fiscal
deficit target by ahuge margin
and the consequent actions by
rating agencies. However, the
economic costs of reining in
debt are being seen as high in
terms of unemployment and
loss of lives and livelihood.

Schemes that were part of
the stimulus package are
struggling to take off, with
banks managing to disburse a
little over 7 per cent of the
amountearmarked underthis

Challenge to economic
recovery: Govt curbing
expenditure to create

headroom for dovetailing
stimulus package

The govt’s fiscal
stimulus in the wake of
the pandemic has been
restrained with limited
cash outgo, a factor
that economists said
has been driven by the
concerns of debt levels

head over the last one month.

Government spending has
to increase substantially, Sen
said,adding once economy re-
coversand private investment
starts picking up, then the gov-
ernment could start the fiscal
consolidation. “Thenyoubring
down the fiscal deficit, and
start lowering your debt-GDP
ratio. But to hang around and
hope that the economy bot-
toms out by itself, it may work
in the long term, but the in-
terim costs in terms of employ-
ment, people’s livelihoods, per-
haps even lives could be very
large. So, what is more impor-
tant, debt sustainability which
is something which will hit
you much later in time or the
tragedy that’s playing out to-
day,” he said.

An aggressive fiscal policy
is the need of the hour and
since the revenue slippage es-
timates are already high, fiscal
deficit is anyway going to get
pushed to significantly higher
levels, said SBI's Group Chief
Economic Adviser Soumya
Kanti Ghosh. “Itis not the right
time to have discussions about
the ideal debt-GDP ratio. Of
courseitwill deteriorate. Now
it'saround 72 per cent, it could
go beyond 80 per cent, a large
part of that would be because
of GDP decline. We should
now instead think about
growthnumbers,” Ghosh said.

Ghoshadded therevival of
economy is 60-70 per cent of
the sub-optimal level that it
was already operating at be-
fore the pandemic. “There is
talk about V-shaped recovery.
This could be a statistical arte-
fact, if the country experiences
saya5 percentcontraction this
year, next year the economy
cangrow 6-7 per cent but that
will only take it back to what
would have been the 2020
level. We expect the economy
to undergo a swoosh-shaped
recovery,” he said.

India’s fiscal metrics have
worsened sharply, the gov-
ernment’s expenditure re-
straint notwithstanding, due
to the impact of the sharp
growth slowdown on rev-
enue, public-sector debt
numbers and the fiscal deficit.
More than the deficit, though,
rating agencies are watching
the deterioration of India’s fis-
cal metricsin ‘the contextofa
prolonged or deep slowdown
in growth’, which “would in-
vite a ratings downgrade”, as
Moody’s warned in their note
on May 8. The IMF
Wednesday projected a con-
traction of 4.5 per cent for the
economy in 2020.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

—— BRIEFLY —
PAN-Aadhaar

New Delhi: The Centre ex-
tended deadline for linking
Aadhaarwith PAN till March
31 nextyear. PTI

YogaDayatNFL

New Delhi: National Fertili-
zers Ltd (NFL) observed 6th
International Yoga Day.

PompeoonJio

New Delhi: US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo, on Twi-
tter, called Indian telco Relia-
nce Jio a “clean telco” for re-
jecting Chinese vendors to
deploy 5G, adding that
world’s leading telcos were
becoming “Clean”. ENS

CABINET DECISION: 2% SUBSIDY TO ‘SHISHU’ BORROWERS UNDER MUDRA YOJNA

Govt brings co-op banks under RBI
supervision for better regulation

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,JUNE 24

IN ORDER to protect depositors’
interests, the government ap-
proved plans to bring all urban
and multi-state cooperative banks
under the direct supervision of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI), em-
powering the central bank to reg-
ulate these on the lines of com-
mercial banks. The Union Cabinet
Wednesday approved promulga-
tion of an Ordinance to this effect.

“Inour country there are 1482
urban cooperatives banks and 58
multi-State cooperative banks,
They have been brought under
RBI supervision process, which is
applicable to scheduled banks.
Depositors will get more security
because of today’s decision,”
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Prakash Javadekar said

RBlgets
more powers

CURRENTLY,URBAN and
multi-state cooperative
banksare regulated by RBI
and Registrar of
Cooperative Societies,
with the central bank not
having powers thatit has
for commercial banks.
Direct RBI supervisionand
regulation will provide
comfort todepositors.

EXPLAINED

while briefing media about the
Cabinet decisions.

These banks have a depositor
base of 8.6 crore, who have saved
a huge amount of Rs 4.84 lakh
crore with these banks, and this
decision will provide safety on

their deposits he said. The deci-
sion comesin the backdrop of the
RBI imposing restrictions on de-
posit withdrawal at the Punjab
and Maharashtra Cooperative
Banks and many other coopera-
tive banks failing in recent period.

Unlike in the case of commer-
cial banks, the RBI till now has no
powers todraw up an enforceable
scheme of reconstruction of a co-
operative bank. The Cabinet had
in February approved amend-
ment to Banking Regulation Act
to strengthen cooperative banks
and avoid PMCBank like crisis af-
ter an announcement was made
in the Budget 2020-21 to this ef-
fect.

Currently, these banks come
under dual regulation of the RBI
and the Registrar of Co-operative
Societies, resulting in regulatory
and supervisory lapses at many of
these banks.

‘Concerned’ over Chinese shipments,
India-based US cos seek DPII'T help

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JUNE 24

INDIA’S BORDER dispute with
China has becomea cause for con-
cern for American firms manufac-
turing here, whoare feelinganim-
pactonavailability of components
usually shipped from their facili-
ties in the neighbouring country.

In a letter to Department for
Promotion of Industry and Inter-
nal Trade (DPIIT) secretary Guru-
prasad Mohapatra,a group repre-
senting some of these firms said
they were “increasingly concer-
ned” that component parts and
other inputs “necessary” to their
manufacturing operations here
were being detained at the ports.

“Members report that DGFT
and Customs authorities have
abruptly halted the clearance of
industry consignments comingin

from China (and perhaps other
destinations)at most major ports
and airports in India. To the best
of our knowledge, no formal or-
ders issued by the government
have been shared with the public,
neither has any specific reason
been provided as to why these
consignments are not being
cleared,” stated US-India Strategic
Partnership Forum (USISPF) pres-
identand CEO Dr Mukesh Aghiin
theletter dated June 23.The lack of
transparency in this process
“threatens” business continuity
and is “disruptive” to manufactur-
ingoperations here, it furtherread.

“Whilst we support India’s
ambition to expand its manufac-
turing capability, we are con-
cerned about the repercussionsan
unanticipated embargo on the
import of goods from neighbour-
ing countries will have on the sup-
ply chainand manufacturing. This

‘Passengers wanting to fly to
Dubai need specific clearance’

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,JUNE 24

DAYS AFTER the Dubai adminis-
tration allowed residency visa-
holders and tourists to arrive into
the emirate, flag carrier Air India
said that the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) aviation regulator has not
allowed passengers to fly to the
country on repatriation flights.
Those who wish to travel on
these flights, Air India said, would
need a specific approval from the
Embassy of UAE in New Delhiand
the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation.
“..all passengersincluding the

Indian Nationals who are holding
valid Residency Permit/Work
Permit of United Arab Emirates
and have procured approval of
the UAE’s Federal Authority for
Identity and Citizenship-UAE
(ICA) of United Arab Emirates or
an approval from the General
Directorate of Residency and
Foreigners Affairs applicable to
Dubai would need to have specific
approval from the Embassy of the
United Arab Emirates in New
Delhi and their UAE Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation to travel from India
toUnited Arab Emirates (UAE) on
these repatriation flights,” an Air
India spokesperson said.

Emirates to fly A380 from
Dubai to London, Paris again

New Delhi: With signs of rising air
traffic demand on its network,
Dubai-based airline Emirates said
it will resume flying Airbus A380
superjumbo aircraft on routes
suchas Dubai-London and Dubai-
Paris, in addition to restarting
flights to Dhaka and Munich.
“The A380 remains a popular
aircraft amongst our customers
and it offers many unique on-
board features. We are delighted
to bring it back into the skies to

serve our customers on flights to
London and Paris from 15 July,and
we are looking forward to gradu-
ally introduce our A380into more
destinations according to the
travel demand on specific desti-
nations,” Emirates COO Adel Al
Redhasaid. The move comes close
on the heels of the Dubai admin-
istration allowing residency visa-
holders to arrive into the emirate
June 22 onwards and tourists to
visit July 7 onwards. ENS

Pandemic pushing digitisation of mobile
purchases, experiences: FB-BCG report

NANDAGOPALRAJAN
NEW DELHI,JUNE 24

THE PANDEMIC lockdown in
India has unlocked new consum-
erbehaviours that willimpacton-
line retail and be pivoted around
the smartphone, Facebook India
and Boston Consulting Group’s
(BCG) industry report on Mobile
Phones, FMCG, and Apparel has
shown. In the mobile segment,
there is a clear trend towards
larger digitisation of purchases
and experiences, the study found.

With the mobile phone be-
coming more essential in daily
lives of consumers, 38 per cent re-
spondents suggested they will
spend more onthe categoryinthe

Thereportsaid thereisa
clear trend towards a
larger digitisation of
purchases and
experiences

coming months. However, the de-
creased spending power promp-
ted to 29 per cent to say they will
cut spends on phonesand maybe
opt for a cheaper variant.

The study also found that as
consumers were triggered to re-
place their existing phones, at
least “70 per cent of urban con-
sumers for mobiles expected tobe
digitally influenced”, up from a

high of 60 per cent before. Social
distancing will also make more of
them opt for online research be-
fore a purchase, even as the “im-
portance of pricing as a choice
driver to go up” by around 25 per
cent in what is already a value
conscious market.

Even among those looking to
increase spends in the segments,
59 per cent “may trade down in
their choice of purchase/look for
offersand deals”.

“Mobile as a category has had
as high online affinity and 38 per
cent of mobile phones are being
purchased online. This will go up
further as this thing plays out,”
Vikash Jain, wholeads BCG's Tech-
nology, Media & Telecom practice
inIndia, told indianexpress.com.

will send a chilling signal to fore-
igninvestors who look for predic-
tability and transparency,” it said.
Aghi has sought restoration of
port operations or, “at a mini-
mum”, that the government pub-
lish any change in port policy “to
provide the business community
with the visibility they need to
function.” The Indian Express re-
ported on June 23 that import
consignments from China at ports
such as Chennai and Mumbai are
learnt to be facing hurdles, with
clearances being held up by the
Indian Customs authorities.
Thedisruptionin clearancesis
reported to have emerged over
thelast fortnight, evenas there are
no written or verbal instructions
from the customs authorities or
the CBIC.Itis understood that the
Customs authorities have hinted
at delays without citing any spe-
cificreason to importers.

In another decision, the
Cabinet approved a scheme to
provide 2 per cent interest sub-
vention to Shishu category of bor-
rowers under the Pradhan Mantri
MUDRA Yojana(PMMY),onloans
outstandingas on March 31,2020.
Under Shishu category, lenders
provide collateral-free loans of up
toRs50,000. The interest subven-
tion will be for a period of 12
months to eligible borrowers

About9.37 croreloanaccounts
under the Shishu category with a
total loan amount of Rs 1.62 lakh
crore were outstanding as on
March 31,as per government data.

The interest relief will be pro-
vided only to those Shishuloanac-
counts which are not NPA (non
performing assets). The scheme,
estimated to cost government Rs
1,542 crore, will be implemented
through the Small Industries
Development Bank of India.

Hinduja
brothers in UK
High Court over
letter dispute

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, JUNE 24

UK-BASED HINDUJA brothers are
lockedinalegal disputeinthe High
Courtin England over their billion-
aire family assets, it emerged in a
ruling in London. The case has
beenbrought by Srichand Parma-
nand Hinduja, 84, described as the
“patriarch” of the family, against
brothers G PHinduja, 80, PPHind-
uja, 75,and APHinduja, 69,and re-
volves around the “validity and ef-
fect” of aletter dated July 2, 2014.
The letter includes
statements to the effect that the
brothers appoint each other as
their executors, and that assets
held in any single brother's name

International market data till 1900 IST

Retail investors shrug

off market

volatility,

invest in blue chips

COS WITHHIGHEST RISE IN NO. OF RETAIL SHAREHOLDERS
Company Retail shareholders | Retail shareholders | Increase
asonDec 31, asonMar31, | (inlakh)
2019 (lakh) 2020 (lakh)
SBI 18.23 2411 5.89
YES BANK 16.18 19.97 378
HDFC BANK 8.78 12.56 378
RIL 22.29 2542 313
TATAMOTORS 10.56 13.09 2518
Note: Rise in March quarter; source: nseinfobase.com

SANDEEP SINGH
NEW DELHI,JUNE24

TAKING THE sharp fall in markets
in the quarter ended March 31,
2020 as an opportunity to invest,
retail investors rushed in huge
numbers to buy piece of bluechip
companies. The 10 companies that
witnessed the highest additionin
shareholder numbers during the
quarter added an aggregate of
nearly 30 lakh investors in the
companies. The names include —
State Bank of India, Reliance
Industries, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank
and ITCamong others.

Data sourced from nsein-

fobase.com shows that while SBI
added 5.89 lakh retail investors in
the quarter, HDFCBankadded 3.78
lakhinvestors. Reliance Industries
and Tata Motors added 3.13 lakh
and 2.53 lakh respectively. ONGC
(2.13 lakh), ITC (2.11 lakh), ICICI
Bank (1.96 lakh) too added signif-
icantly. Besides these, Yes Bank and
Vodafone Idea that witnessed a
sharp fall in their share prices on
account of business concerns re-
lating to the company, also wit-
nessed huge inflow of retail in-
vestors and the two companies
added 3.78 lakh and 2.08 lakh re-
tail investors.

Retail holding in companies
listed on the NSE went up during
the quarter from 6.42 per cent in
December2019to6.55 per centas
on March 31,2020.

RIL, which added 4.2 lakh in-

vestors in the year ended March
2020, witnessed net investor ad-
dition for the first time in 10 years.
The company, which had sawade-
clineinitsinvestor base from35.62
lakhinthe yearended March 2010
to 22.11 lakh in the year ended
March 2019, saw it rise to 26.32
lakh at the end of March 2020.

Pranav Haldea, MD, Prime
Database, said retail investors gen-
erally are not the most prudent in-
vestors. Stating the retail holding
in penny stocks is three times
more than FPIs thatretail investors
mostly fall for the wrong stock.
Stating that the retail holding in
penny stocks is three times more
thanFPIs, Haldea said, “Unlike FPIs
who cut losses and exit from a
company thatisonadecline, retail
investors tend to hold itin the hope
thatsomeday it will rise. When the
price of astock starts falling, while
existing retail investors try to av-
erage out their holding, new in-
vestors get in to time the stock for
quick gains and more often they
end up with losses.”

Reliance Power and Reliance
Communications are among the
top 10 companies that have highest
number of retail investors. Reliance
Power is on top with over 30.61
lakhretailinvestorsand s followed
by RIL that has 25.41 lakhretail in-
vestors. Market players say while
retail investors entered the two
companies when they were doing
fine, they failed to exit when the
tideturned, evenasotherinvestors
including Dllsand FPIs exited them.

belong to all four. PTI

TYoanel #9-1-129/1/302, 3" Floor, Oxford Plaza, SD
CIN:L74899DL1999GO0I101707

Notice Inviting E-Tender

IRCTC, South Central Zone invites the following Open E-Tenders :-

Indian Railway Catering & Tourism Corporation Ltd
(A Government of India Enterprise-Mini Ratna Category-I)
South Central Zone

Road, Secunderabad - 500003

ﬁ-o E-Tender No. & Date Item (s) Supply point
1 IRCTC/SCZ/RNP/BSP/ Alaska 27 mm Rail Neer Plant
CAPS/2020 dated 22.06.2020 HDPE Caps | Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh),

Last Date & Time of submission of E-Tender : 15:30 hrs of 22.07.2020

IRCTC/SCZ/RNP/BSP/BOPP

2
‘ Labels Rolls/2020 dated 22.06.2020

Pearlised BOPP Rail Neer Plant

Last Date & Time of submission of E-Tender : 15:15 hrs of 22.07.2020

3

Film/2020 dated 22.06.2020

IRCTC/SCZ/RNP/BSP LDPE Shrink

Label Rolls | Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh)
LDPE Shrink Rail Neer Plant
Film Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh),

Last Date & Time of submission of E-Tender: 15:00 hrs 0f22.07.2020

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE NO: SE/SPC-1/03/2020-2021

t== TAMIL NADU HOUSING BOARD
SPECIAL PROJECT CIRCLE-1

Dated: 24.06.2020

Sealed competitive tenders with Pre-Qualification System duly superscribed on the covers with name of
work, reference no, due date and name of tenderer are invited for the following works so as to reach the
office of the Superintending Engineer, Special Project Circle-l, Tamil Nadu Housing Board No.493,
Anna Salai, Nandanam, Chennai-600 035 up to 11.00 A.M (as per office clock) on 10.07.2020, the due
date mentioned below. The tenders will be opened by the undersigned at his office at 11.30 A.M on the
same day in the presence of the tenderer or their agent who choose to be present.

Tender document view downloading & participation can be done on
Website:- < www.tenderwizard.com/IRCTC >

Period during
Cost of . Last date of
s APP|’°X- ED Tender w::ﬁ:;':e receipt
' Description of work value - Schedule hedul and
No. (in | (%) |in T (Non- | SC i :le opening of
Crores) refundable) af‘;arl;l: tender
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 | Providing interior works
in_Koyambedu CMDA| 11,80 | 600,000%-| 15750 | oo ;’;"2"020 10.07.2020
building (Including GST) -07-

In case of any corrigendum/addendum issued on the above advertisement, it will be
published only on website www.irctc.com and www.tenderwizard.com/IRCTC. No
newspaper press advertisement shall be issued for the same.

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER

Public Health Engineering Department

Region Office Pratap Nagar, Dadabari, Kota (Rajasthan)

Telephone No. 0744-2503651 Fax Number 0744-2501551
Email: rj_aceko@yahoo.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
UBN No. PHE 2021 WSOB 02584

1. Online tenders are invited on behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan for
the following works from contractors registered/ enlisted in Class
“AA” or above with the PHED Rajasthan in appropriate Class as per
PWF&AR Part 1l Appendix 16 dated 01.07.1999 and amendment
issued by concerned department up to date. Contractors enlisted with
other Departments of Government of Rajasthan and enlisted with
CPWD/Postal, Telecom, Railway, MES, other State Govt./ Central
Govt. undertaking organizations equivalent to appropriate Class of
Rajasthan shall also be eligible. The duly notarized copy of
Registration Certificate is to be enclosed. Unregistered contractors
shall not be allowed. The tenderers meeting eligibility criteria may
apply after giving prescribed Earnest Money. The tender documents
can be downloaded from the website http://www.eproc.rajasthan.
gov.in and the interested bidders will have to submit their tender in
electronic format on this website with their digital signatures. Details
of this tender notification can also be seen in NIT exhibited on
website www.dipronline.org.

2. GENERAL DETAIL OF WORKS:

CONDITIONS FOR ISSUE OF TENDER DOCUMENTS:

1. The Contractors registered ( the registration certificate should be reclassified and renewed up to
date) under class-l in TNHB, PWD, TNPHC, TNSCB and other Government/ Quasi Government
Departments with appropriate monitory limit are eligible to participate in the tender.

. The Tender should have executed works of similar nature of work specifically in office interior works
more than 50% of the Value of work put to tender, in a single contract within the last 5 years period.
A certificate from the concemed department not below the rank of Executive Engineer/
Superintending Engineer should be furnished.

3. Further particulars and tender documents can be had from the Office of the Superintending Engineer

(Special Project Circle-I), Tamil Nadu Housing Board, Nandanam, Chennai-35.

Note: (1) The undersigned reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any

reason therefore. (2) The Tender schedules can also be downloaded from the website

www.tenders.tn.gov.in atfree of cost.

N

Superintending Engineer

DIPR/2396/TENDER/2020 Special Project Circle-l.

Name and Address of the entity seeking EOI:
Bangalore International Airport Limited (BIAL)
BIAL Project Office,

Kempegowda International Airport, Bengaluru
Bengaluru 560 300

Web: www.bengaluruairport.com

Kempegowda
INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT
BENGALURU

S.N. NIT No 02 /2020-21

1 |Work Description Operation & Maintenance of UWSS Baran
including intake well, WTP, Pump Houses,
OHSRs, Transmission/ Distribution Lines of

Baran Town for 03 years (Executed by RUIDP)

2 |Estimated Cost Rs 315.13 Lacs

3 |Earnest Money Rs 6.30 Lacs (@2%) for the contractor not
enlisted in PHED. Rs 1.58 Lacs (@0.5%) for
contractor in enlisted in PHED “AA” Class. To
be deposit in Budget head 8443-00-108-00-00
through e-GRAS portal in favour of 5640-Ex.

En PH.E.D., Baran.

4 |Cost of Tender
Documents

Rs. 5,000.00 To be deposit in Revenue head
0075-00-800-52-01 through e-GRAS portal in
favour of 5640-Ex.En. P.H.E.D., Baran.

5 |RISL Charges Rs 1,000.00 To be deposit in Budget head
8658-00-102-16-02 through e-GRAS portal in

favour of 5640-Ex.En. P.H.E.D., Baran.

6 |O&M Period 36 Months

From 22.06.2020 at 10:00 Hrs to 13.07.2020
(up to 18:00 Hrs)

7 |Availability of tender
documents on web site

From 22.06.2020 at 10:00 Hrs to 13.07.2020
(up to 18:00 Hrs)

8 |Date & time for online
submission of tender

9 |Date & time of opening (14.07.2020 at 14:00 Hrs

of pre- qualification bid.

Sd/-
( K. D. Gupta)
Additional Chief Engineer
PHED, Region, Kota

“SAVE WATER - SAVE LIFE”

DIPR/C/4604/2020

NOTICE FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Invitation to Design, supply, installation, testing,
commissioning (SITC) of Flight Information and
Display System (FIDS) with LED screens and
videowall for T2 at KIA (the “Project”).

The scope of work includes but not limited to SITC of
FIDS including software licenses, configuration,
programming, media player, interfaces, contents and to
meet all the requirements along with other related works
for the commissioning of a fully operational Project and

handover to BIAL in either of Capex/ Opex/
Concessionaire model.
BIAL invites interested applicants to submit their

Expression of Interest (“EOI”) to carry out the work and
successfully hand over the Project. Consortium/ joint
venture participation is not permitted.

Information on the EOI can be obtained from the BIAL
website www.bengaluruairport.com (http://www.
bengaluruairport.com/ourBusiness/tender.jspx)
(Information Document). Bidding for this Project is
through e-tendering.

Applicants shall view/ download the EOl document from
the https://www.bialtenders.com between 1400 hrs IST
on 25th June 2020 and 1600 hrs IST on 15th July 2020.
The EOI must be submitted online at https://www.
bialtenders.com on or before 1700 hrs IST on 15th July
2020.

Addendum, if any, to this EOI shall be made available on
the BIAL website and the https://www.bialtenders.com.

New Delhi
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THOSE MONTHS, THOSE MINUTES

Forced into an unprecedented lockdown, sport is staring at an
unfathomable despair. Indian athletes, though, have given the
country reasons to rejoice in the past.

JWALA GUTTA and ASHWINI PONNAPPA tell Shivani Naik how they
made badminton doubles history for India

Recognition for
NSFs on hold
after HC raps
sports ministry

PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

THE PROVISIONAL recognition granted to 54
National Sports Federations (NSFs) will be
‘recalled’ after the Delhi High Court, on
Wednesday, expressed its displeasure over
the manner in which the sports ministry
went about the process.

A bench comprising Justice Hima Kohli
and Justice Najmi Waziri confronted the
sports ministry’s counsel with its February
7 order, in which it had directed the Indian
Olympic Federation (I0A) as well as the min-
istry to not take a decision in relation to the
federations without informing the court.

Observing that ‘in teeth of the order dated
February 7, 2020, MYAS (Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sport) has onits own proceeded to
provisionally renew the annual recognitionin
respect of 54 federations’, the bench asked the
sports ministry to ‘issue a fresh notice within
twodays intimating all 54 NSFs concerned that
its order giving provisional renewal till
September 30, 2020, stands recalled.’

The annual recognition from the ministry
is of high importance for the federations, es-
pecially the smaller ones, as they largely de-
pend on the government for funding to man-
age their everyday expenses. Citing the
coronavirus outbreak and the consequent
lockdown as the reason, the sports ministry
had renewed the recognition of 54 federa-
tions till September 30. The court's direction
was based on an application filed by the
sports ministry, seeking certain directions.
The application was moved in a pending PIL
by sports activist and lawyer Rahul Mehra,
who sought proper regulation and control in
the functioning of numerous federations.

Central government’s standing counsel
Anil Soni, appearing for the sports ministry,
conceded before the court that the said or-
der has not been complied with. The counsel
submitted that the ministry may be permit-
ted to withdraw the decision taken along
with the present application. Allowing the
same, the bench recorded in its order that it

How Bergamo is picking up the pieces

As football returns to Italian city worst hit by pandemic, a citizens’ group is helping people share grief

NIHAL KOSHIE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

WHEN BERGAMO-BASED Atalanta played
their home game against Sassuolo behind
closed doors on Sunday evening, it marked a
winning return for the football club from the
epicentre of Covid-19 in Italy’s Lombardy re-
gion. Stefano Fusco, the founder of citizens’
group Noi Denunceremo, which translates to
‘We will report’, for bereaved relatives, did-
n’t turn on the television to watch the team’s
first game in nearly four months.

The 31-year-old went to his best friend’s
house to catch up over dinner. He admits not
being an Atalanta loyalist and roots for Inter
Milan. Fusco didn’t tune in to see his favourite
club beat Sampdoria either.

Every second family in Bergamo, which
registered nearly 3,000 deaths, has lost some-
one to the pandemic. Fusco prioritising time
with a close friend over watching a football
game was understandable. “I hadn’t met my
friend for months, so it was good to have got
some time with him,” Fusco says. Of course,
he knows Inter won 2-1. Football isn’t a prior-
ity for this sales consultant involved in help-
ing people get legal help to petition officials to
highlight government negligence.

The spread of the virus in Bergamo is
linked to an Atalanta game.

Fans returning after aChampions League
match against Valencia at the San Siro in
Milan on February 19 are believed to have
been carriers. A third of the town of 1.2 lakh
residents were reported to have gone to the
game where there was no social distancing.
Four days later, the first positive case was re-
ported in Bergamo. It took a fortnight for the
lockdown to be enforced in the town.

Over 13,500 people tested positive and the
match is now called ‘Game Zero’. Health ex-
perts have referred to it as a ‘biological bomb'.
Shortly after his grandfather Antonio tested
positive for the coronavirus and died within
two days of developing a fever and cough in
mid-March, Fusco and his family launched Noi
Denunceremo. His father, sister, mother and
aunt were the first members. People started
joining in droves, within a day the community

(L-R) Players observe a minute’s silence before Atalanta’s first Serie A match in
Bergamo, the epicentre of the pandemic in Italy, after the lockdown was eased;
Stefano Fusco with his late grandfather Antonio in happier times. AP/Stefano Fusco

the prosecutor’s office in Bergamo and another
220 in different parts of Italy. Top lawyers are
working pro bono for members of the
Facebook group and prosecutors have ques-
tioned the country’s prime minister.

The pandemic curve has dipped in
Bergamo, yet Fusco believesit is too early for
football to return even behind closed doors.

“Well, I disagree with restarting the
championships. Football in Italy is not a sport,
itis a mix between drugs and a religion.
People get very emotional when they speak
about football. I am afraid people who
weren’t touched by the virus can forget very
quickly what happened here. The club is
playing really well this year. People will start
hugging, partying together, drinking beer
from the same bottle. ] am Italian but Idon’t
trust Italians. I know it would be a very big
danger for all of us,” Fusco tells The Indian
Express, worrying about the possibility of so-
cial distancing going out of the window at
bars and restaurants which are now open.

Sunday’s win is being projected as a suc-
cour to help people in Bergamo overcome the
pain caused by the pandemic. Atalanta coach
Gian Piero Gasperini, who had himself tested
positive for coronavirus, spoke about football’s

notbe allowed right away. If he had his say, the
Serie Awould have restarted only next year.
“There were 30,000 or more people from
Bergamo at the stadium that night,” he saysre-
ferring back to ‘Game Zero'. “We were already
in a pandemic emergency situation since
January 31.1don’t support Atalanta so I didn’t
gotothe stadium but a friend who went there
knew two guys who died because of Covid 19,”
Fusco says. Haunting memories are too fresh
for people in Bergamo to move on without a
shudder when thinking about the horrors of
the past few months. Fusco, who lives in the
countryside, narrates a story aboutambulance
sirens when the pandemic was atits peak and
coffins were being stored in churches around
Bergamo because the only cemetery was full.

Counting sirens

“ am still finding a way to describe it. It
was like being in the middle of the war and
your enemy is bombing you and you don’t
know where the next bomb will fall. Ina nor-
mal situation, I hear the ambulance once in
three days and during the peak of the pan-
demic, I counted up to 128 ambulances in
one day, and every time you went out, for
food for example, you discovered somebody

anaccountantand was healthy enough todrive
twice a week to the firm he had set up and
passed onto his son Luca, Fusco's father. Antonio
was admitted at a hospital following a stroke
when he was infected by the virus. His body
was taken in a car of a funeral home and cre-
mated away from Bergamo because of shortage
of space. His ashes are kept at Luca’s home.

“We created a virtual community where
all of our family and friends and relatives
could join and share stories about grandpa.
Other people joined too and it was like a vir-
tual meeting room where everybody was
free to share pain and tell the story.”

Noi Denunceremo’s core team consists of 12
members, nine of whom are lawyers from
across Italy, including Turin, Naples, Rome and
Florence. Complaints and petitions are first filed
online before people detail experiences around
the death of a family member, in order to give
officials as much information as possible.

The objective of the citizens’ group is not
to point fingers at doctors or hospitals, but
askauthorities to investigate what led to the
pandemic spiralling out of hand. The next
date for hearing petitionersis likely to be July
6and over a thousand testimonies have been
compiled. Fusco explains why many people
believe authorities didn’t react fast enough.

“The first case in Bergamo was on
February 23 but the town was locked down
only on March 8. That is two weeks later,”
Fusco says. The nearby town of Codogno in
Lodi province was quick to act and a lock-
down wasimposed on the same day the first
case was detected on February 21. “There is
alotof anger around in Bergamo and also in
Italy, and the public opinion is that our au-
thorities and our government didn’t do too
much to contain the virus, especially in
places like Bergamo. For two weeks, people
were free to move around without social dis-
tancing and without masks and that is prob-
ably the cause of the pandemic we had here.”

Italy has seen a steady decline in cases
and the number of deaths has fallen to two
digits daily signalling a turnaround in the
battle against Covid-19. In Bergamo, life is
getting back to normal with shops opening
and people heading back to work and so is
Fusco. “Basically life has restarted, but people

—— BRIEFLY ——

No plantoreduce
spending: Rijiju
New Delhi: Sports minister Kiren Rijiju
assured the national sports federations
onWednesday that ‘thereis no planto
reduce spends on any of the verticals’.
Rijiju’s comment, made on his Twitter
handle, came a day after The Indian
Express reported about the minister’s
meeting with federation chiefs where
the issue of salary cuts of foreign
coaches came up for discussion.
Asenior federation representative
present at the meeting had told this
paper that the idea was put on hold
after the federation representatives
raised fears that a pay cut might re-
sult in a mass exodus of coaches. A
Sports Ministry official, present at the
meeting, too had confirmed this.
Reacting to the report, Rijiju
tweeted: “The news is incorrect. There
is no plan to reduce spends on any of
the verticals. All future decisions will
be made keeping the best interests of
all stakeholders in mind & in discus-
sion with NSFs. I conveyed to NSFs in
yesterday's VC.” ENS

Mohd Hafeez tests
negative for Covid-19

Karachi: Former Pakistan captain
Mohammed Hafeez has tested nega-
tive for COVID-19, a day after the PCB
found him positive for the deadly
virus ahead of the team’s much-an-
ticipated tour of England. Hafeez and
Wahab Riaz were among the 10
Pakistan players, who tested positive
for COVID-19 on Tuesday. The teamis
dueto leave for England on Sunday for
a Test and T20 series in August. On
Wednesday, Hafeez took to twitter
and clarified that he and his family
members have tested negative and
also posted the medical report to back
his claim. The Pakistan Cricket Board
said it was very disappointed with the
senior player. "I spoke to Hafeez today
and [ made it clear to him our disap-
pointment at the way he had handled
this entire affair,"” PCB CEO Khan told
the Cricket Baaz YouTube channel on

isrefraining from imposing any costsonthe  grew to 5,000 and currently there are 60,000.  ability togive joy to the people.Entry of specta- ~ you knew was dead or in hospital,” hesays.  here are still scared because lots of people Wednesday. PTI
MYAS for the present. Earlier this month, 50 people filed petitionsat  tors atthe Gewiss Stadium, Fusco feels, should His octogenarian grandfather Antoniowas  have lost family members.”
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

ACROSS DOWN
1 Inwhichillnesses are warded 1 and 11 Across: Rigorous and
off?(8) fleeting reigns?

5 They may hold one in affection
(4)

9 Frosted look seen whenI'min

debt?(5) 3 Apathy showninaquarrel
10 Show part of the evidence in (12)
court(7) 4 Maintains a point, though

11 See 1 Down
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into life's little problems with

the right mixture of

you could settle a series of

difficulties at a stroke. Life is like

TAURUS (Apr21-May 21)

The fact that there

@ relaxation of your
overall mood

let up your guard. While

certain people will be all

individuals will be out to create
havoc. Steer a careful course,
for others.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
focuses on your
personal life, and if

good for you, you will nip

domestic discontent in the bud.
be firm, including with yourself.

Alittle bit of discipline and

other hand, if you get stuck
compassion and determination,
that sometimes.

could be a gradual
doesn't mean that you should
sweetness and light, some
and avoid the traps set

Everything now
@ you know what's
Don't be hard on people, but do
determination will enhance

14 EOViSitonfs (G)t 7 E;S)th dideas changed your chances.
y out a feas! et hard ideas changed or
©) reject them? MARVIN by Tom Armstrong CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
17 Fighting man audibly the (3,5) : = Questions of cash
worse for shouting? 8 Qualified corn-dealers? | MY HAVE drift to the front of
(5.7) ) (12) S FUSHED Mo your mind. Ifyou
20 These spectacles give you 12 Every letter is written init(8) TOO EAR wish to spend the
double vision 15 It's not pleasant to see a i day shopping, or even just
(7) mutilated rose (7) ToSRAY window-shopping, that's fair
21 Shares the soup (5) 16 It'snot as hot in the jug i=] enough. Although it looks as if
22 Right-minded man’s essay (6) e ’ necessities make a better buy
about love (4) 18 Appeal one way or the other HE'QHEI:'E H‘:":ﬂ & b than luxuries, the important
23 Outlook shows promise (5) _E.Iﬂlﬁ ﬂr}ﬁ - a 1 thing is to pamper yourself —
(8) 19 Take off skirtif it's not right (4) 5 ||:'||.- E L and feel good.
¥ ¥ LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Solutions Crossword 4152: Across: 1Headlines, 8 Opera, 9 Freeman, 10 Scheme, ™ prras i If you do feel like
11Plight, 12 Improved, 15 Optional, 18 Yachts, 20 Acacia, 21 Clarets, 22 Radii, 23 £1 .| 4 L -"""L:. i sounding off at
Nectarine. Down: 2 Enrol, 3 Dredge, 4 Inaction, 5 Soccer, 6 Reserve, 7 Calendars, 11 olf E: w A other people, then
Putonairs, 13 Polyglot, 14 Strands, 16 Origin, 17 Scorer, 19 Titan. . = please make‘
= i sure you hit the right
target. If you are able to be
completely saintly, and are in a
mood to polish your halo,
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over the next few days, for

when it comes to the crunch

you would rather be by
yourself. It's all a question of
picking and choosing, and
hanging out with the people
who make you feel fine.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Don't be bashful
about being self-
centred. If youdon't
promote your own

interests when you have the

chance, you'll be no use to
partners at other times.

Romance is the one area where

you should put others' feelings

first, just as long as you don't let
them walk all over you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
It's not what
happens to you
that'simportant as
much as whataction

you take on your own behalf.

This is therefore one of those

times when you can alter the

world around you by
rearranging your opinions,
strange as it may seem. An
improvement in attitude now
leads to a change in action
down the road.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Clear the decks of
outstanding
emotional business,
ready for a positive

end to anintimate phase. Deal

with personal frustrations

and financial passions today,

and don'tlet other people

push you into saying anything

you'll regret. And if you're

waiting for an apology, don't
hold your breath.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
There are times
when the emotional
current knocks you
sideways, but you

have your feet planted firmly on

the ground at the moment. You
should therefore be able to pick
yourself up — and even feel

better for the experience. In the
background, by the way, family
responsibilities are building up.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

This should be a

routine sort of a day,

which may not

sound terribly
exciting. But sometimes it's nice
to surround yourself with the
familiar. If you can keep your
attention focused on essential
activities, you'll create space for
fulfilling your favourite
pleasures later on.
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