SThelndianEXPRESS

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SSSSSSSSS

_vagiRam & RAYL

The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
indianexpress.com

N

@ INDIAN
EXPRESS

g9 Grour



DAILY FROM: AHMEDABAD, CHANDIGARH, DELHI, JAIPUR, KOLKATA, LUCKNOW, MUMBAI, NAGPUR, PUNE, VADODARA

STheIndianEXPRESS

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 2020, NEW DELHI, LATECITY, 16 PAGES

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SINCE 1932

¥6.00 (T8 PATNA & RAIPUR, ¥12 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

INDIAN AND CHINESE ARMIES LOOK AT AROADMAP

Consensus on disengagement: Planned

in stages in each sector, no timeline yet

Corps Commanders discussed friction
areas: Galwan, Hot Spring, Pangong Tso

SUSHANT SINGH &
KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE MEETING between Corps
Commanders of the Indian and
Chinese armies ended Monday
with “mutual consensus todisen-
gage” with detailed discussions
onthe modalities of a sector-wise,
stage-wise disengagement on the
Line of Actual Control (LAC).

But no timeline for the disen-
gagement process was finalised at
the meeting between XIV Corps
Commander Lt General Harinder
Singh and South Xinjiang Military
Region Commander Major
General Liu Lin.

Hosted by the Chinese side at
the Moldo border point opposite
Chushul, the meeting lasted
nearly 11 hours.

On Tuesday, Army chief
General MM Naravane reached
Leh on a two-day visit to Ladakh.
He visited the Military Hospital,
Leh and met the soldiers injured
in the Galwan Valley clashes with
Chinese troopsonJune 15 inwhich
20 Indian personnel were killed.

General Naravane, scheduled
to visit forward areas in Ladakh
Wednesday, was accompanied
by Northern Army Commander
Lt Gen YK Joshi who was in Delhi
for the Army Commanders
Conference. Over two days, the

Army Commanders reviewed
the situation on the northern
and western fronts.

An official told The Indian
Express that the Monday meeting
atMoldobuilt on the understand-
ingreached at the previous meet-
ing of the Corps Commanders on
June 6,and involved detailed dis-
cussions on “all the friction areas,”
i.e., Galwan Valley, Hot Springs
and Pangong Tso areas.

No timeline for the process
has been decided yet, which will
involve further meetings be-
tween local military command-
ers. The local commanders will
decide the details based on the
roadmap discussed at the
Monday meeting, the official
said. Dates for the meeting at the
local commander level will be
decided after mutual consulta-
tion by both sides later this week.

At the meeting Monday, Lt
General Harinder Singh was ac-
companied by Major General
Abhijit Bapat, GOC 3rd Infantry
‘Trishul’ Division, and IG Deepam
Seth who commands ITBP's
North West Frontier. Brig Rajeev
Kapur, Brig Bhavnish Kumar, Brig
Puneet Ahuja, Brig Adarsh
Verma and Brig HS Gill were the
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Army Chief General M M Naravane with injured soldiers at the Military Hospital in Leh. ANI

China watching, Jaishankar says:
respect law, partner’s interests

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

WITH HIS Chinese counterpart
watching via a video link,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said Tuesday that the
“leading voices of the world must
be exemplars in every way” and
that the “challenge today is not
just one of concepts and norms,
but equally of their practice”.
Jaishankar was speaking at
the Russia-India-China (RIC)
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

SJaishankar with Sergey Lavrov (top) and Wang Yi at the RIC
virtual meeting on Tuesday. ANI

To target PM
or not: CWC
meet shows
strains within

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE CONGRESS on Tuesday kept
up its attack on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, saying his state-
ment denying any Chinese intru-
sion had far-reaching implica-
tions, but the meeting of the
party’s Working Committee re-
vealed the strain within — and
indicated that the internal issues
it has been grappling with since
the Lok Sabha election defeat are
far from resolved.

At the meeting, Congress
president Sonia Gandhi said
there was a “growing feeling
among the people that the gov-
ernment has gravely mishandled
the situation”. She said she hoped
that “mature diplomacy and de-
cisive leadership will inform the
government's actions in protect-
ing our territorial integrity”.

During the discussion that
followed, however, RPN Singh, a
leader from Uttar Pradesh, said
the Congress should target
Modi’s “policies and wrong de-
cisions”, but the attack on him
should not appear personal,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Delhi riots: HC
grants bail to
Safoora Zargar

PRITAM PAL SINGH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE DELHI High Court Tuesday
granted bail to Jamia
Coordination Committee Media
Coordinator Safoora Zargar in a
case related to the Delhi riots in
February, after Solicitor General
(SG) Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Delhi Police, said he has
no objection to her release on
purely “humanitarian grounds”.

The 27-year-old, who is preg-
nant, was arrested by the Delhi
Police’s Special Cell on April 10and
is facing a UAPA
case in connec-
tion with the
communal vio-

lence in

Northeast Delhi.

In her bail plea,

she had submit-

Safoora ted pregnancy as
Zargarwas one of the
arrested grounds for relief,
In its status

on April 10
_ reportfiled on
Monday in the
High Court, the Delhi Police had
opposed the application, saying
pregnancy cannot be a ground to
grant her bail. Police had also
stated thatas many as “39 deliv-
eries have taken place in Delhi
prisons in the last 10 years”.
OnTuesday, on the SG’s sub-
mission, Justice Rajiv Shakdher
ordered Zargar’s release from jail
and directed her to furnish a per-
sonal bond of Rs 10,000 with a
surety of the like amount.
Mehta submitted that
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Expanding ambit, ICMR
says all symptomatic
persons may be tested

KARISHMAMEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE INDIAN Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) Tuesday revised
its Covid-19 testing strategy toin-
clude “all symptomatic individ-
uals in every part of the country”.

The strategy, as of May 18, ad-
vised testing symptomatic individ-

uals, but restricted it to those in
hospitals, containment zonesand
hotspots, contacts of a confirmed
Covid-19 case, healthcare and
frontline workers, and those with
history of international travel.
Amember of the epidemiol-
ogy and surveillance task force
under ICMR told The Indian
Express this was the first time
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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WITNESS IN DELHI RIOTS CHARGESHEET

‘I heard people shouting Kapil
Mishra’s men set pandal on fire’

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
& MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL

NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE CHARGESHEET filed by po-
lice in the murder case of head
constable Rattan Lal during the
February riots in Northeast Delhi
includes the statement of a wit-
ness claiming that he had heard
people at an anti-CAA protest
site shout that a pandal had been
“set on fire by some of (BJP
leader) Kapil Mishra’s people”.

According to the statement,
the witness — identified as
Najam ul Hasan — was present
at the protest but “did not see”
the alleged incident on February
24, and only heard others shout-
ing about it.

Hasan has been listed in the
chargesheet among “important
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BJP leader
Kapil Mishra

witnesses” who were “fully
aware about the conspiracy and
planning” of the protests at
Chand Bagh.

Delhi Police have named 164
witnesses, including 76 police
personnel and seven local resi-
dents, in the chargesheet.

Hasan's statement was
recorded under Section 164 of
the CrPC, which is evidence ad-
missible during the criminal
trial. It says: “..pandal mein Kapil
Mishra ke kuch logon ne aag laga
di. Maine yeh dekha nahin, par log
aisa shor macha rahe thhe (The
stage was set on fire by some of

Kapil Mishra's people. I did not
see it happening, but people
were shouting about it).”

Mishra did not respond to
calls and texts from The Indian
Express seeking comment on the
allegation.

He had previously responded
to allegations about his role in
the violence by denying that his
supporters had pelted stones
and claiming that his presence
at the site was to “release pres-
sure” as the “people were very
angry” that the protests had
blocked two roads that are “the
lifelines of this area”.

Mishra's role in the escalat-
ing tension surrounding the
anti-CAA protests in Northeast
Delhi sparked outrage after he
held a counter-rally near the
Jaffrabad Metro Station on
February 23.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

First time after
2001, India cuts
Pakistan mission
strength by half

Says Pak officials caught spying, will
cut Islamabad mission 50 per cent

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

INDIA ON Tuesday asked
Pakistan to reduce the strength
of its High Commission in New
Delhi by half, and said it would
do the same at its own mission
inIslamabad within a week.

The last time a 50 per cent
downgrade of the two High
Commissions took place was in
December 2001. Following the
terrorist attack on Parliament,
then External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh had asked for the
reductionin strength to be com-
pleted within 48 hours.

Tuesday's move by India
came after two Indian High
Commission staffers were de-
tained by Pakistani authorities
for several hours on June 15,and
released only after New Delhi
lodged a protest.

India had last month ex-
pelled two officials of the

Officials of Indian mission in
Pakistan who returned on
Monday. Source ANI

Pakistan High Commission in
New Delhi for spying.

Ten months ago, Pakistan
had downgraded bilateral ties af-
ter India revoked the special sta-
tus of Jammu and Kashmir un-
der Article 370.

India had retaliated, and both
countries had withdrawn their
High Commissioners. Tuesday's
decision, conveyed to the Acting
High Commissioner of Pakistan
who was summoned to the

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Trump extends ban
on HIB, other work
visas; tech firms say
damaging to the US

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

EARLY ON Tuesday India time,
United States President Donald
Trump signed an executive order
extending the ban on immigrant
and non-immigrant worker visas
until the end of this year.

Work visas, including the
coveted H1Band H2B, as well as
certain other categories of H4, ],
and Lvisas too shall remain sus-
pended until December 31,
2020, an official release said.

The ban on the entry of non-
immigrant workers with H1B
visas is likely to have the biggest
impact globally, and especially
on Indian information technol-
ogy (IT) companies and workers.

The order also replaced the
current system of awarding H1B
visas by lottery with a system
that privileges applicants who
are paid more than others. While
Indian IT firms have progres-
sively cut down their depend-

Govt procurement portal asks
sellers to specify country of origin

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE MINISTRY of Commerce and
Industry’s platform for online
procurement of goods and serv-
ices by government departments
— the Government e-
Marketplace (GeM) portal — has
made it mandatory for sellers to
clarify the country of origin while

registering any new product.
The GeM portal also has a
‘Make in India’ filter now to al-
low buyers to choose products
that meet the minimum 50% lo-
cal content criterion, the min-

istry announced Tuesday.
A senior official told The
Indian  Express that the

Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPITT) is also actively examin-

ing a proposal put forth by a
group of traders that the ‘coun-
try of origin’ tag be made a must
for products listed on private e-
commerce platforms as well.
Senior DPITT officials are
scheduled to meet executives of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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H1B still
mattersto
@ Indians

EXPLAINED

SINCE THE arrival of
Donald Trump in the
White House, Indian IT
companies have pro-
gressively reduced their
dependence on workers
with H1B visas. Indian IT
workers, however, still
corner a lion’s share of
all H1B visas approved
every year. These highly
skilled workers form a
significant talent pool
from which global tech
giants such as Google
and Amazon hire.

ence on H1Bvisas, their margins
will be put under pressure by the
changed system.
Many big global tech
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

EXPRESS NETWORK

TRADER, SON DIE IN
POLICE CUSTODY,
TAMIL NADU TOWN
PROTESTS

PAGE9

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

VIVEKDESHPANDE
NAGPUR, JUNE 23

WHEN SHE went missing, it was
awinter morningin 1979, “prob-
ably January 20”. The Shingne
family looked for Panchfula, then
53, fortwo years, before giving up.

For 41 years, Panchfula lived
less than 500 km away. Given her
mental disability, she couldn’t tell
the Muslim family that took her
in about her home; and the
Shingnes had few resources to
track her down, in the time be-
fore mobile phones and Google.

Last week, a sudden name
Panchfula dug out of her mem-

ory, a quick Internet search, and
some photos and videos shared
over the phone reunited her,
now 94, with her family.

From the Shingne home in
Nagpur to the Khan household in
Kotatala village in Damoh district
of Madhya Pradesh, the story of
the miracle is being shared over
and over six days later.

Esrar Khan, 40, talks about
how his father Noor
Mohammad, a truck driver,
stumbled upon Panchfula just
outside their village Kotatala, ly-
ing by the roadside and stung by
honeybees. “He took her to a
doctor. After she recovered, he
tried to find out who she was,

but she was not coherent. She
would utter words like ‘Khamia
Nagar’, ‘Nagpur’, ‘Medical’. My
father even went to Nagpur, but
police could not help,” Khan says.

Over the years, Panchfula be-
came amember of the large fam-
ily — Khan has two brothers and
four sisters — with everyone ad-
dressing her as “mausi (aunt)”.
Panchfula  called  Noor
“Chaturbhuj bhaiyya”. Khan re-
calls how, at every meal, she
would keep aside one roti in a
basket, saying it was for either
“Bhaiyyalal” or “Chaturbhuj” -
the names of her sonand brother,
as the Khans now realise.

In May, Khan, who works

The Shingne family with Panchfula, reunited after 41 years,
at their home in Nagpur. Vivek Deshpande

with an organisation that organ-
ises cleft-lip corrective surgery
camps for the needy, says he
heard Panchfula utter a new
word, ‘Parsapur’. “I was not sure
if she had ever taken that name
before. So, I immediately
Googled it, to find there was such
a place in Amravati district of
Maharashtra. Further search led
me to a name, Kanishka Online,
from the same place with a
phone number. When I called
up, a person called Abhishek
picked up, and I asked if there
was a place called Khamia Nagar
nearby. He said there was one
Khanjam Nagar, about 3 km
away. I sent him some photos

New Delhi

and videos of Panchfula, request-
ing him to search if she had any
kin there.”

Soon, Abhishek got back: yes,
Panchfula originally belonged to
that village in Amravati and con-
tinued to have relatives there.
Theyin turngotin touch with her
family settled in Nagpur. On June
17, Bhaiyyalal’'s son, Pruthvi
Bhaiyyalal Shingne, arrived in
Kotatala to meet his grandmother.

Khan says they were heart-
broken when they realised
Pruthvi wanted to take her back.
“I'told him you can come to meet
her whenever you want, but
please don’t take her away. But,
he wasinsistent. SoIsaid he had

Shingnes & Khans, separated by 500 km, united by a 94-yr-old

toaccord us the privilege of con-
ducting her last rites as per our
tradition, when the time comes,
to which he agreed.”

The whole village turned up
to see Panchfula off. The Khans
were in tears. Panchfula herself
was content, once told it was
Bhaiyyalal who had come to get
her, Khan says.

Bhaiyyalal, Panchfula’s only
child, died in 2017. Pruthvi says
her husband Tejpal passed away
in 1995, and Chaturbhuj six
months ago. Over at Kotatala,
Noor too is dead, having died of
heart problems in 2007.

The families can’t say if

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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How US pause on H1-B
visas will impact Indian
companies

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today’s episode of the 3 Things podcast,
we look at the impact this decision will
have and how it will affect Indian workers

FROMPAGE ONE

CWC meeting shows strains

sources present at the meeting said.

The sources said that former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi, who has been acerbicin his criticism of
Modi, perhaps felt that Singh was suggesting that the
Prime Minister should not be attacked.

Rahul, who had tweeted less than 48 hours previ-
ously that “Narendra Modi is actually Surender Modi”,
said that he would stop attacking the Prime Minister if
the party said so, the sources said.

“He perhaps interpreted the suggestion wrongly.
He said he will stop attacking the PM and he will at-
tackRajnath Singh or Nirmala Sitharaman instead. He
argued that he is a soldier of the Congress party and
will be bound by whatever the Working Committee
decides, and he will not do what the Working
Committee does not want him to do,” a source pres-
entin the meeting said. “He (Rahul) said lamnot scared
of Modi,” another source said.

AICC general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra is
learnt to have then suggested that Rahul was fighting
Modi alone, and that other leaders do not speak out
against the PM. Her comments echoed the debate inthe
party afteritsdefeatin May 2019. At the first CWCmeet-
ingafter the defeat,Rahul had said that most senior lead-
ers did not support his “chowkidar chor hai” campaign
against the PM. “At times, I stood completely alone” while
taking on “the Prime Minister, RSS and the institutions
they have captured”, he had said subsequently.

The sources said that senior leaders like Ahmed
Patel and Anand Sharma said that the Prime Minister
must be criticised since he is the leader of his party and
government — and because of the authoritarian and
centralised structure that has been built over the last six
years. Patel, however, said the language used against
the Prime Minister should be temperate, and mindful
of the dignity of the office he holds. Some other lead-
ers too said that no abusive language should be used
against the PM.

Sharma, it is learnt, said leaders such as him had
taken on the Prime Minister firmly and resolutely in
Parliament whenever required. He said leaders were
not scared of attacking the Prime Minister. Interestingly,
the meeting also saw several leaders demanding that
Rahul should return as Congress president.

Sources said Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
made the suggestion, and was backed by former
Uttarakhand Chief Minister Harish Rawat and others
including Youth Congress president B V Srinivas.

And soon after the meeting, the Congress released
the remarks made by Rahul on China at the meeting.

“China has brazenly occupied our territory. The PM
has destroyed our position and betrayed our Army by
accepting their position that they occupied no Indian
land. The Chinese can’t be permitted to get away with
this unacceptable usurpation of our land. Everything
needs to be done to ensure that sacrifice of our mar-
tyrsis not in vain. “One reason why China has acted is
a complete and total failure of foreign policy. The es-
tablished institutional structure of diplomacy has been
demolished by the PM. Our relations with our once
friendly neighbours lie in tatters. Our time-tested rela-
tionship with our traditional allies has been inter-
rupted,” the statement said.

The CWCalso adopted aresolution expressing “un-
wavering solidarity” with the armed forces, assuring
support to the government for “steps taken to safe-
guard national security and India’s territorial integrity”,
attacking China forits “brazen transgression” into “in-
alienable and integral parts of India’s sovereign terri-
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tory”, and targeting the Prime
Minister for his ‘no one hasintruded
into Indian territory’ remarks.

Ban on HIB

companies outsource their back-
end database updation, service,
and maintenance jobs to IT com-
panies based in India. However,
skilled employees from these or-
ganisations travel to the US on
client site visits, and to work on
more specialised requirements.

Inastatement, the White House
said that many American workers
had been hurt by the coronavirus
pandemic, and “they should not re-
main on the sidelines while being
replaced by new foreign labour”.

On April 22, President Trump
had signed an executive order ban-
ning the entry of workers on non-
immigrant visas for 60 days.

The President's order drew
strong reactions from Sundar Pichai,
CEOof AlphabetInc.andits leading
subsidiary Google LLC, Tesla CEO
Elon Musk, and other global tech
captains. “Immigration has con-
tributed immensely to America’s
economic success, making it a
global leader in tech, and also
Google... we'll continue to stand
with immigrants,” Pichai tweeted.
Musk said H1B visaholders had skill
sets that were net job creators.

JessicaHerrera-Flanigan, a sen-
ior official at Twitter, said in a state-
ment that “unilaterally and unnec-
essarily  stifling America’s
attractiveness to global, high-
skilled talent is short-sighted”.

The USissues 85,000 H1B visas
annually. Of these, 65,000 are is-
sued to highly skilled foreign work-
ers; the other 20,000 can be addi-
tionally allotted to highly skilled
foreign workers who have a higher
education or masters degree from
an American university.

In 2018-19, tech giants Google,
Facebook, and Apple hired more
than 13,000 highly skilled IT em-
ployees with H1B work visas, ei-
ther directly or from existing H1B
visa holders looking to change jobs
inorder to stay on, US Department
of Labour data show. A large chunk
of the H1B applicants are Indians.
However, the dependence of
Indian companies on H1B visas has
been reducing in recent years.
Domestic IT and IT-enabled serv-
ices industry body NASSCOM said
the US order was “misguided”.

Pakistan mission
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA),
downgraded the relationship fur-
ther. According to the bilateral un-
derstanding, India and Pakistan
have 110 diplomats and staffers
each in their High Commissions.
This number will now come down
to 55 in each capital.

Sources said the details of the
diplomats and staffers who will
have to leave will be worked out
over the next few days. As per the
general practice, this will be pro-
portionate to the diplomatic func-
tions that are considered essential,
and the staffers who will remain to
assist the diplomats.

In a statement, the MEA said:
“The Charge d’ Affaires of Pakistan
was summoned today to the
Ministry of External Affairs and in-
formed that India had repeatedly
expressed concern about the activ-
ities of officials of his High
Commission. They have been en-
gaged in acts of espionage and
maintained dealings with terrorist
organizations. The activities of the
two officials caught red-handed
and expelled on 31 May 2020 was
one example in that regard.”

The statement added that
Pakistan has also “engaged in a sus-
tained campaign to intimidate the
officials of the Indian High
Commission in Islamabad”, and
the “recent abduction at gunpoint
of two Indian officials and their se-
vere ill treatment” is a case in point.

“These officials who have re-
turned to India on 22 June 2020
have provided graphic details of
the barbaric treatment,” the state-
ment said. “The behaviour of
Pakistan and its officials is not in
conformity with the Vienna
Convention and bilateral agree-
ments on the treatment of diplo-

matic and consular officials. On the
contrary, it is an intrinsic element
of alarger policy of supporting
cross-border violence.”

In Islamabad, the Pakistani
Foreign Ministry said it “categori-
cally rejected and strongly con-
demned the baseless allegations
made by the Indian Ministry of
External Affairs as a pretext to seek
50%reduction in the staff strength
of the High Commission for
Pakistan in New Delhi”.

Kapil Mishra

Mishra had also gathered with
his supporters about 2 km from the
Jaffrabad protest site and threatened
protesters in the presence of police.

In his statement, Hasan claims:
“..slogans were raised on the serv-
iceroad. A few people from Chand
Bagh were against this blockade. I
went there... around 11 am...men
and women were injured. When |
enquired,  was told by the crowd
that SHO (Bhajanpura PS) had or-
dered a lathicharge... people from
Mustafabad started reaching
Chand Bagh...”

Referring to police action, the
statement says: “..ACP spoke to the
crowd to make them understand.”

In his statement, Hasan claims
that he left for home “when the
chaos increased” — and it was
when he returned later that he
heard people shouting about the
alleged pandal incident.

Detailing the police’s analysis of
witness statements recorded under
Section 164 of the CrPC, the
chargesheet claims: “Continuous
misinformation about CAAand NRC
was being spread from the protest
site in which several students of DU
and Jamia were alsoinvolved. Illegal
march was taken out on February
23,whichwas stopped by police and
later in the night the conspirators
held a meeting in which strategy for
February 24 was decided.”

Italso claims: “The conspirators
were fully aware that violence may
ensue and had accordingly directed
the protesters to arm themselves.
The organisers and protesters chose
the date and time for the march and
road blockage, thatis, February 23-
24 for riots, keeping in view the
(visit) of Mr Donald Trump.”

Hasan’s statement also refers to
Swaraj India chief Yogendra Yadav
and advocate D SBindra,among oth-
ers. Referring to an alleged meeting
before the protest, it claims: “Bindra
asked us to organise a protest against
NRCand CAA.He told us that he will
organise a langar and a medical
camp... He told us that if we don't
wake up now, we will meet the
same fate as Sikhs in 1984.”

In his statement, Hasan claims
that “a tent was brought on rent
and slogans raised... people from
outside were called... Advocate
Bindra, Yogendra Yadav and stu-
dents from JNU, DU, Jamia.”

The Indian Express had reported
on June 21 that Yadav and Bindra
find mention in the case's
chargesheet — not as part of the 17
accused but for alleged “links” to
“organisers of the (Chand Bagh)
protest site”. Responding to the
claim, Yadav had said: “Everything
thatIspokeisinthe publicdomain.
Please point out one instance
where [ have directly or indirectly
incited violence of any kind.”

In his response, Bindra had said:
“lonly organise langar, howamIre-
sponsible for violence?”

Safoora Zargar

“without in any manner conceding
to the factual assertions and legal
submissions made by the petitioner
and withoutinany manner diluting
the contents and submissions made
inthe reply (of the Delhi Police)filed
thereto and without making it a
precedent either in on-going inves-
tigations or any other investigation/s,
purely on humanitarian ground, the
prosecution agrees if Safoora Zargar
isreleased on regular bail”.

The SG and Additional Solicitor
General Aman Lekhi suggested that
the bail be given subject to certain
conditions, including that Zargar re-
main out of the National Capital
Region of Delhi.

Advocate Nitya Ramakrishnan,
appearing for Zargar, objected to this,

other senior members of the del-
egation, supported by six other
working members.

The roadmap discussed at the
meeting, the official said, was the
one being followed earlier before
“it was disrupted by that unfor-
tunate incident” - a reference to
the Galwan Valley incident. It
means a sector-wise disengage-
ment, starting from one of three
friction areas and then moving on
to other areas.

According to the official,
within each sector, there will be
stage-wise disengagement where
soldiers from both sides will move
back by a certain distance. This
means thata de facto ‘buffer zone’
will be created by both sides in
these areas on the LAC. It was dur-
ing this stage-wise process of va-
cating a de facto ‘buffer zone’ in
the Galwan Valley that soldiers of
both sides clashed.

foreign ministers' virtual meet-
ing, which was chaired by
Russia's Sergey Lavrov who said
the three countries were “united
by our rejection of unilateral
methods in international rela-
tions, especially when these
methods are applied by force”.
This was Jaishankar's first
face-to-face interaction with
China's Foreign Minister Wangi Yi
after the Galwan Valley incident
in which 20 Indian Army person-
nel were killed in violent clashes
with Chinese troops on June 15.
“This special meeting reiter-
ates our belief in the time-tested
principles of international rela-
tions. But the challenge today is
not just one of concepts and
norms, but equally of their prac-
tice. The leading voices of the
world must be exemplars in
every way. Respecting interna-
tional law, recognising the legiti-
mate interests of partners, sup-
porting multilateralism and
promoting common good are the
only way of building a durable

The stage-wise disengage-
ment process will also involve
shifting of military camps and re-
ductionin strength of soldiers on
both sides, the official said. Ever
since tensions mounted in May;,
both sides have deployed a large
number of troops all along the
LACin Ladakh.

The official underlined that
discussions on disengagement at
the meeting included the
Pangong Tso area where the
Chinese have come eight kilome-
tres to the west of the LACon the
north bank of the lake and occu-
pied theridges. There hasbeen “a
consensus on ‘initial steps’ in the
lake area,” the official said, with-
out providing more details.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Zhao
Lijian told reporters: “The hold-
ing of the talks shows that both
sides hope to properly handle dif-

world order,” Jaishankar said.

The statements are being seen
as a thinly veiled reference to
China which, India maintains, has
violated all bilateral agreements
since 1993 with the violent
clashes last week.

According to a Chinese official
statement, Wang said they
should “properly handle the sen-
sitive factors in bilateral relations
and maintain the overall situation
of mutual relations”. He also
stressed that China, Russia and
India are big countries that insist
on strategic autonomy.

“Starting from the commonin-
terests of promoting the develop-
ment of the three countries and
safeguarding the world’s peaceful
development, we should correctly
treatand properly handle the sen-
sitive factors in bilateral relations
and maintain the overall situation
of mutual relations,” the state-
ment quoted Wang as saying.

Russian Foreign Minister
Lavrov played down the recent
spike in tensions, saying it’s nor-

ferences and manage and ease
the situation through dialogue
and consultation. During the
talks, the two sides, on the basis
of the first commander-level
talks, had anin-depth and candid
exchange of views on outstand-
ingissues in border management
and control and agreed to take
necessary measures to lower the
temperature. Both agreed to keep
up dialogue and work together
for peace and tranquility on the
ground along the border.”

Asked if both sides have
agreed to disengage troops, Zhao
said: “The relevant measures are
coordinated and arranged by the
border troops of the two coun-
tries on the ground. I have no fur-
ther information to release.”

A meeting of the Working
Mechanism for Consultation &
Coordination (WMCC) on India-
China Border Affairs is scheduled

mal to have problems with
neighbours. “I don’t think they
need any outside help,” he said
after the meeting.

Lavrov said that India and
China “showed their commit-
ment to a peaceful resolution af-
ter the incident”. "They started
meetings at the level of defence
officers, foreign ministries, and
neither of the two sides made any
statement that any of them
would proceed on a non-diplo-
matic solution. I see no reason
that Russia or anyone else would
be imposing their services on
India and China in order to solve
their own problems,” he said.

Welcoming the meeting to
commemorate the 75th anniver-
sary of the conclusion of WW-II,
and the foundation of the UN,
Jaishankar recalled that the vic-
tory over Nazism and Fascism
was achieved through sacrifices
across many theatres by many
countries.

“India made a significant con-
tribution, with 2.3 million of its

Consensus on disengagement: Planned in stages

to be held Wednesday. The dele-
gations for this meeting are led by
diplomats from the foreign min-
istries of both countries for main-
taining peace and tranquility in
the border areas.

The WMCCwas established in
2012 as an institutional mecha-
nism for consultation and coordi-
nation for management of India-
China border areas, as well as to
exchange views on strengthening
communication and cooperation,
including between the border se-
curity personnel of the two sides.

Meanwhile,agovernment offi-
cialinNew Delhi reiterated that the
decision after the June 15 incident
togive afree hand tothe local com-
manders torespond toany eventu-
ality on the ground was nota unilat-
eral action of the government, but
was forced by the Chinese decision
toviolate all existing protocols and
border agreements.

Jaishankar says respect law, partners’ interests

citizens under arms and 14 mil-
lion more participating in war
production. Indian blood was
shed at the battlefields of the
world, from Tobruk, EI Alamein
and Montecassino, to Singapore,
Kohima and Borneo,” he said.

“We helped keep key supply
lines open to both your countries,
one through the Persian corridor
and the other over the Himalayan
hump. If Indian personnel were
conferred the Order of the Red
Star, the medical mission led by
Dr Kotnis was alegend in China,”
he said.

“When the victors met to
fashion the ensuing global order,
the political circumstances of
that era did not give India due
recognition. This historical injus-
tice has stood uncorrected for
the last 75 years, even as the
world has changed. Therefore,
on this momentous occasion, it
is important for the world to re-
alise both the contribution that
India made and the need to rec-
tify the past,” he said.

pointing out that Zargar’s husband
lives and works in Delhi, while her
doctor is also Delhi-based.

Justice Shakdher consented to
Mehta'’s contention that the order
not be cited or treated as a “prece-
dent” in any other case. However,
rather than imposing the condition
that Zargar not enter the NCT, the
court directed her not to leave the
national capital. She can only leave
the NCT with the permission of a
concerned court.

Judge Shakdher directed Zargar
to stay in touch with the
Investigating Officer over the phone,
at least once in 15 days, and to “re-
frain from influencing, hampering
or interfering with the ongoing in-
vestigation”, and from “any activity
quawhichsheis beinginvestigated”.

Zargar had moved the HC after
the trial court on June 4 denied her
bail, observing “when you choose to
play with embers, you cannot blame
the wind to have carried the sparka
bit too far and spread the fire”.

Monday’s hearing had seen an
exchange of words between the
Delhi government’s senior standing
counsel (criminal), Rahul Mehra,
and ASG Lekhi. Mehra had objected
to the presence of Mehta and Lekhi
inZargar’s bail plea hearing, submit-
ting that unlike other Delhi violence
matters — in which requisite ap-
proval was sought by the Delhi
Police to be represented by a team
led by the SG — no such procedure
was followed in this case. Mehra
added, “Police wantadifferent coun-
sel, as they know that I will have a
different view. I will have amore hu-
manitarian approach in such mat-
ters and will not act as per their
whims and fancies.”

Govt portal

e-commerce companies on

Wednesday to discuss the matter.
The decision to ask for the
country of origin of products
comes amidst the Centre’s
Aatmanirbhar Bharat campaign, to
promote locally produced goods.
Several departments have since
launched an offensive against im-
ports from China, following the
border tensions with the country.
State-owned telecom company
BSNL has been asked to modify its
network upgradation tender to keep
foreign firms outand to make terms
preferable for Indian suppliers. As
per procurement norms amended
by the government earlier this
month, suppliers are categorised
into classes depending on the level of
local content in their goods. The
GeM portal now allows buyers tore-
serve any bid for Class I local suppli-
ers, or suppliers of those goods with
more than 50% local content. For
bids below Rs 200 crore, only Class I
and Class II (those with more than
20%local content) are eligible.
Confederation of All India Traders
(CAIT) Secretary General Praveen
Khandelwal said they had ap-
proached Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal on June 15 seeking that
the ‘country of origin’ tag be man-
dated for private e-commerce plat-
forms as well. “Mostly all e-com-
merce companiesare selling Chinese
goods in large percentages... cus-
tomers are unaware,, which certainly
influences their choice.”
E-commerce platforms said the
burden of compliance must lie
with the sellers who list their prod-
ucts on a marketplace, while the
platforms themselves can educate
them on the need for displaying ac-
curate and complete information
about their products.
While emphasising that “our
first and foremost focus is to be ab-

New Delhi

solutely compliant with all Indian
laws and regulations”, Amazon
India’s Vice-President, Seller
Services, Gopal Pillai told The Indian
Express that various factors deter-
mine acustomer’s choice. “We con-
tinue to look for ways to offer the
most relevant and robust detail
pagesas provided by the sellers,and
search capabilities to offer a seam-
less customer experience. Sellers are
responsible for providing all the re-
quired information about the prod-
uct they list and therefore we con-
tinue to educate the sellers.”

ICMR

that testing was advised for
symptomatic individuals “with-
out any qualifiers.”

“Since test, track and treatis the
only way to prevent spread of in-
fection and save lives, it is impera-
tive that testing should be made
widely available to all symptomatic
individuals in every part of the
country and contact tracing mech-
anisms are further strengthened.
ICMR advises all concerned State
Governments, Public and Private
Institutions to take required steps,”
the ICMR said. The ICMR also urged
private hospitals, offices, and public
sector units to conduct antibody
testing. “This will helpinallaying the
fear and anxiety of health care work-
ers, officeemployeesetc,” it said. The
previous antibody testing advisories
had focused on containment zones,
migrant centres, and health facilities.

Despite new types of testing kits
being added, access to testing still
remains a challenge. “Thereisadef-
inite need to increase the outreach
by introducing rapid point of care
diagnostic tests. Also, there is value
in conducting serosurveys with IgG
based antibody tests in certain sit-
uations,” the advisory said.

While the previous antigen test-
ing strategy listed healthcare set-
tings, the new advisory specifies that
allgovernment medical colleges and
hospitals as well as accredited pri-
vate hospitals and labs should de-
ploy the test kit. Previous advisories
had delineated possible groups for
antibody testing, including security,
police, press, rural populations.
“Because there are many new diag-
nostic tests, the advisory states to use
allthe possible new diagnostic tech-
niques,” said Rajni Kant Srivastava,
ICMR’s head of research manage-
ment, policy, planning and biomed-
ical communication.

Shingnes, Khans

Panchfula, who links all of them to-
gether, realises this. Or, that the
Shingne family now lives in Dipti
Singal area, rather than Garoba
Maidan, from where she went miss-
ing. She is hard of hearing now, and
hereyesightis very weak. But, apart
from that, she might stillbe in 1979,
Pruthvisays. “When we brought her
to this house, she didn’t react. It
seems she is still the same person
she was then.”

For that, the Shingnes say they
only have the Khans to thank. “Who
does so much for a mentally unsta-
ble person? Even your closest rela-
tives won't,” says Panchfula’s daugh-
ter-in-law and Pruthvi’s mother
Suman. “This shows humanity is
bigger than any religion or caste.”

The Khans hopeit stays that way,
and that the Shingnes will let
Kotatala be Panchfula’s final resting
place. Pruthvi says while he got his
grandmother home so that he could
dohisbit for her; he can’t object. “The
right to the last rites is theirs since
they took care of her for 40 years.”
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2,000 beds at new
Covid facility
ready this week

Makeshift centre at Chhatarpur

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

A LARGE section of the upcom-
ing makeshift Covid facility at
Chhatarpur’s Radha Soami
Satsang Beas centre will be op-
erational this week, with the as-
sistance of ITBP personnel,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
said on Tuesday.

In the first phase, there are
likely to be 2,000 beds at the
centre, an MHA official said. A
private mattress firm is provid-
ing beds and mattresses in the
first phase.

The facility has been named
Sardar Patel Covid Care Centre
and Hospital, said District
Magistrate South BM Mishra.

“Dear Kejriwal ji, it has al-
ready been decided in our meet-
ing 3 days back,and MHA has as-
signed the work of operating the
10,000 bed Covid Care Centre at
Radha Swami Beas in Delhi to
ITBP. The work is in full swing
and alarge part of the facility will
be operational by June 26,” Shah
tweeted, responding to reports
that Kejriwal has invited him to

— BRIEFLY —

NE Delhiriots:
HC tells govt
toprocess
applications for
compensation

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court has directed the
Delhi Government to
process the applications
for compensation sub-
mitted by the victims of
Northeast Delhiriots. The
single judge bench of
Justice Navin Chawla also
directed the state govern-
ment to accept such ap-
plications onits presenta-
tion without insisting on
furnishing a copy of the
FIR. The order was passed
in a writ petition seeking
the court’s direction. The
petitioners also wanted
the court to direct the
state government to re-
lease Rs 25,000 each into
the bank accounts of the
petitioners immediately
pending acceptance/eval-
uation of their claims.

School owner
arrested in new
riots case

New Delhi: The owner of
a school, who was
granted bail by a trial
court in connection with
a Northeast Delhi riots
case before the Delhi
High Court put the order
on hold, informed the HC
Tuesday that he was ar-
rested in another case re-
lated to the riots Monday
evening and remains in
jail. Faisal Farooq, owner
of Rajdhani Public School,
was granted bail by the
trial court on June 20.
Delhi Police, however,
moved the High Court
challenging the same.
Putting the trial court or-
der on hold on Monday,
the HC ordered that if he
is “still in custody, he shall
not be released” and
listed the matter for hear-
ing Tuesday.

Man opensfire
overrent

New Delhi: Two men
were arrested on
Tuesday for allegedly
opening fire at a tenant
after a quarrel broke out
between them over non-
payment of rent in
Southeast Delhi's
Shaheen Bagh area.
Police said the incident,
which took place on
Sunday, was a result of
an ongoing dispute be-
tween Faizan Ali, the
landlord, and Mohsin,
his tenant. ENS

visit the centre and sought de-
ployment of health staff from the
ITBP and Army.

In his response, Kejriwal said
the armed forces, doctors, social
organisations, Centre and the
Delhi government have been
working together to tackle the
pandemic. “lam hopeful that we
will together defeat corona.
Thank you for supporting the
people of Delhi and the Delhi
government in these difficult cir-
cumstances,” he tweeted.

In another tweet, Shah said,
“I would also like to inform the
people of Delhi that a 1,000 bed
full-fledged hospital with 250
ICU beds is being developed for
Covid patients. DRDO and Tata
Trust are building the facility.
Armed forces personnel will
man it. This Covid care centre
will be ready in next 10 days.”

He added that armed forces
personnel will be deployed for
medical care of patients who will
be shifted to the railway isolation
coaches and that “8,000 addi-
tional beds have already been
placed at Delhi government’s
disposal for making Covid care
centres, as per requirement”.

CAPITAL RECORDS CLOSETO 4,000 CASES ON TUESDAY

Nearly impossible to ferry all patients
to Covid care centres: Sisodia to L-

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE NEW rule mandating indi-
viduals testing positive to showup
at Covid care centres for further
assessment s “nearly impossible”
to enforce, Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said on Tuesday,
urging L-G Anil Baijal toroll it back.
In a letter to Baijal, Sisodia
wondered where ambulances to
transport so many patients to
care centres would be arranged
from, especially against the
backdrop of the capital register-
ing over 3,000 cases a day. “In a
situation like this, how are am-
bulances to transport so many
patients going to be arranged?
For the district administrations
and the health department al-
ready stretched to the limit in
carrying out testing, tracking and
containment measures, this is a
near impossible task,” he wrote.
OnTuesday, the city reported
3,947 new cases and 68 deaths.
The total number of cases are
66,602, with the toll at 2,301.
With only around 170 vehi-
cles operating directly under the
fleet of CATS (Centralised

GTB hospital
guard ‘attacked’
over virus fear

SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

A 35-YEAR-OLD man employed
asaguard at GTB hospital was hit
onthe head withabrick, allegedly
by aneighbour, who reprimanded
him for “spreading coronavirusin
the colony by standing on the ter-
race of his house”.

AnFIR was registered against
the accused at Northeast Delhi’s
Harsh Vihar police station, and
he has been arrested, said DCP
(Northeast) Ved Prakash Surya.

The incident took place on
the evening of June 19 when
Vijay Kumar was taking a stroll
on the terrace of his house in
Harsh Vihar before leaving for his
night shift at the hospital. His
mother, Usha Devi, told The
Indian Express, “Vikas, who lives
in the lane behind ours, was on
his terrace when he saw my son,
and asked him why he was outin
the open since he works ina hos-
pital where coronavirus patients
are admitted. The two gotinto a
verbal spat and my son told him
that the virus won't reach his ter-
race fromours.”

Devi alleged that Vikas
reached their house minutes
later with four-five men, who
pulled her son out and beat him
up. She alleged the accused hit

Vijay was hit
onthehead
withabrick
byaman
who claimed
hewas

2 spreading
the virus

Kumar on the head with a brick,
pushed her around, and tore her
son-in-law’s clothes and beat
him up too with a belt.

“They beat my son up and left
him bleeding outside the house.
We rushed him to a private hos-
pital and dialled 100 as well. He
has received eight stitches and
has been advised bed rest. We
have never faced this kind of a
problem in the last three months.
My son is a hardworking man
whois putting his life at risk daily
by working at a hospital in the
middle of an epidemic... Whatis
his fault?" asked Devi.

Kumar has been working as a
guard at GTB hospital for three
years now. The medical superin-
tendent of the hospital said, “I
have not been informed of any
such incident.” DCP Surya said a
case under sections 323 (volun-
tarily causing hurt), 341 (wrong-
ful restraint)and 34 (commonin-
tention) of the IPC has been
registered against the accused.

Ambulances with suspected Covid patients at Lok Nayak

Hospital, Tuesday. Praveen Khanna

CORONAVIRUS IN THE CAPITAL

ToTALCASES: 66,6021 Newcases: 3,947

Cases | Recovered | Deaths Tests
3,000 1,719 63 18,105
2,909 3,589 58 14,682
3,947 2,711 68 16,952
24,988* 39,313 2,301 4,01,648

*Total active cases

Accident and Trauma Services),
ambulance services, which were

outsourced to a private firm in
2016, the city is highly depend-

ent on private operators, which
had to be roped in to cater to ris-
ing demand.

In the first week of June, Delhi
Chief Secretary Vijay Dev had or-
dered immediate requisition of
328 ambulances with private op-
erators. Ola and Uber also ex-
tended their services to ferry pa-
tients, but these vehicles cannot
be used in case patients need
oxygen and other critical support.

As per the new patient man-
agement SOPs released by the
Delhi Directorate General of
Health Services on June 22, pa-
tients testing positive through
lab-based RT-PCR method will
have to be taken to a care centre
inanambulance for assessing el-
igibility of home isolation.

While the patientis at the care
centre, a team under the district
surveillance officer will visit
his/her home to checkif there are
at least two rooms with a sepa-
rate toilet for the patient. In case
facilities are in place, the person
will be sent back for home isola-
tion, and if facilities are found to
be inadequate, the patient will be
admitted at the care centre.

If the patient has mild symp-
toms with underlying conditions

such as diabetes, hypertension
or is “immuno compromised”,
he or she will be shifted to Covid
health centres or hospitals.

Sisodia said since the new sys-
tem was put in place by Baijal in
his capacity as chairperson of the
State Disaster Management
Authority (SDMA), patients have
been facing difficulties: “Whena
person tests positive, the question
that arises is how he or she is go-
ing to travel to the quarantine
centre. And on being found eligi-
ble for home isolation, how will
the person return?”

“This new system does not
benefit anyone. So far, on being
found positive, teams of govern-
ment doctors used to visit the
homes and give advice over the
phone daily. This system was
workingina very robust manner.
Isitalright todiscontinue thisand
force patients to queue up at
quarantine centres? I say this
based on ground feedback that
the new system has been a source
of trouble for people,” he said.

The government requested
the L-G to convene a meeting of
the SDMA to change the norms,
with Sisodia stressing that it may
result in major chaos in the city.

Staff ‘rapes’
woman in
CBI court

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

POLICE HAVE arrested a man for
allegedly rapinga womanin her
30sin the special CBI court at the
Rouse Avenue court complex.
The accused worked as a court
staffer. Police received a com-
plaint from the woman on
Monday evening and sent the
accused to judicial custody.

According to police, the
woman, a resident of Old Delhi,
said she knew the accused for
the past six months and alleged
he called her to meet him. “In her
complaint, she alleged that he
took her inside court room num-
ber 308 and sexually assaulted
her. APCR call was received at IP
Estate police station on Monday
regarding the rape,” said a sen-
ior police officer.

Acase hasbeen registered un-
derIPCSection 376 (rape) and fur-
ther probe in the matteris under-
way, said police. DCP (Central)
Sanjay Bhatia said, “We have reg-
istered an FIR and arrested the ac-
cused.” Siddhartha Nanwal,
Secretary, Rouse Avenue Bar
Association, said, “The facts of the
case are not yet clear. There will
beatrial in this case, and the court
willdecide. If suchanincident has
happened, then we condemnit.”

Stop adverts Jails testing video call facility for inmates

comparing
Corona beer
to Covid: HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE DELHI High Court has
passed an injunction order re-

SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

FAMILY VISITS or mulaqgat of in-
mates have been stopped
across Tihar, Rohini and
Mandoli jails in Delhi since
March. However, come July,
“video-calling” facilities will
likely be rolled out for inmates.

Delhi Prisons DG Sandeep
Goel told The Indian Express, “A

video-calling option is being
tested on National Prison
Portal. It has not been used by
Delhi prisons before. We are
checking how effective it is, the
roster of inmates, among other
issues.”

The model is being tested
on prison officials as of now. A
prison source said one or two
computers per jail will be used
to facilitate video-calling be-
tween inmates and their fami-

lies . Explaining the mecha-
nism, Goel said, “An inmate’s
family member will make a re-
quest on the NIC software,
which we will accept and a link
will be generated. The link will
be shared and then the call will
take place.”

On March 19, the weekly
mulaqats were halted across
the three prisons. Each inmate
was allowed to meet two-three
approved family members

twice a week. The mulaqat
would take place Monday to
Friday, and across the three
prisons. Goel said at least 600
mulaqats would take place
each day. A prison source said,
“With the video calling option,
this number may not be possi-
ble. Instead of twice a week, the
e-mulagat might happen once
amonth per inmate due to lack
of systems. We are figuring out
all details.”

stricting publication of adver-
tisements likening Corona beer
with the coronavirus.

The order was passed by the
single bench of Justice Rajiv
Shakdher in favour of the com-
pany that manufactures Corona
beer (Cerveceria Modelo de
México,S.deR.L.de C.V.), which
alleged that a former distribu-
tor, Whiskin Spirits, in Delhi had
taken out advertisements on
Facebook likening coronavirus
to the beer.

The court noted, “It appears
the plaintiff's statutory and
commercial interests will get
jeopardised if an interim in-
junction is not granted in its
favour.”

The court has directed that
till the next date of hearing, "the
defendant, its employees,
agents, officers, affiliated enti-
ties and all others acting for and
onits behalf are injuncted from
reproducing, broadcasting,
communicating to the public,
screening, publishing and dis-
tributing the impugned adver-
tisement on any media or plat-
formincluding the social media
platforms.”
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ex/former employees.

Healthcare's Brand.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Phantom Healthcare is thankful to clients for their support and trust. It has been
a privilege to serve you and your business interests.

This is to inform you that since the incorporation of Phantom Healthcare
Pvt Ltd, there have been only two partners and directors in the company: Brijesh
Suneja and Rochi Nargotra.

There was never any other partner in the company.
We also confirm that Phantom Healthcare Pvt Ltd does not have any sister

Following are important updates about Phantom Healthcare Pvt. Ltd:

1. Mr Atul Chaturvedi who had joined us as an employee and then worked as a
marketing consultant is no longer working for us.
2. Mr. Kapil Kumar , Mr Dharmendra Singh and Mr. Anil Chaudhary are not
current employees of Phantom Healthcare Pvt Ltd.

3. Some of our former employees are misusing Phantom’s name and
misguiding our customers. We humbly request you to exercise caution and
contact us immediately for your requirements. We have not re-hired any of our

We request you not to deal with any of the above for any requirements related
to Phantom Healthcare Pvt Ltd.

We request you to inform us if anyone tries to misguide you using Phantom

For any requirement/ concerns/ enquiries, please get in touch at-

8368026252, 9899963601
www.phantomhealthcare.com
@ biz@phantomhealthcare.com

( Phantom Healthcare Pvt Ltd Plot no. 51, Pocket C,
Sector 27C, Faridabad, Haryana 121003)

PHANTOM HEALTHCARE PVT. LTD.
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133 NEW CASES, 3 DEATHS REPORTED ON TUESDAY

Cases cross 4,000, Gurgaon to step

up testing, surveillance, manp

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, JUNE 23

WITH THE number of Covid
cases steadily increasing and
deaths doubling in the last week,
Gurgaoni s likely to see “changes
on the ground” in the coming
week in terms of how authori-
ties are tackling the pandemic.
As per bulletins released by
the Gurgaon health department,
the district recorded more than
100 cases each day last week,
crossing 200 on one occasion.
Until Sunday evening, Gurgaon
hadrecorded 4,427 cases, with 64
people succumbing to the infec-
tion, including 36 where the
death was attributed to co-mor-
bidities. On Tuesday, 133 cases
and three deaths were reported.
Atotal of 1,133 cases emerged
last week alone, between June 15
and June 21 — indicating a com-
pounded daily growth rate of
4.31% — with 33 deaths also be-
ing recorded in a single week.
Officials from the health de-
partment blamed this on two
factors: Increased movement of
people following the un-lock-
down, and increased sampling.
While 1,372 samples were col-
lected for testing between June
8-June 15, this figure was 4,442
between June 15-June 21.
“Once movement is allowed,
infection will spread, it has hap-
pened all over the country. It is

CoviD COUNT: GURGAON

500 to 600 samples daily

FACILITIES BEDS 4,314

ASOF TOTAL CASES DEATHS INHOMEISOLATION
¥z} 4,645 | 69 1,255
@' RECOVERED ‘ ACTIVE CASES ‘ TESTS

2,743 1,833 24,707

BETWEENJUNE15AND21 BETWEENJUNEBAND14

Samplescollected [N Y] 2,267
Total cases [ JARE] 1372
Deaths |33 21
SAMPLING AND TESTING
B Samples collected daily B CAGR:4.31%
More than 500 M Rapid Antigen Kits procured 8,000
M Testing capacity M Inbuilt government testing capacity

100 samples daily

ICUBEDS 625  VENTILATORS 329
HOW CASES SHOT UP IN CLOSETO AMONTH

MAY 31 JUNE 23
Total cases 774 4,645
Active cases 490 1,833
Samples sent for testing 13,647 24,707
Deaths 3 69

the responsibility of the public
tounderstand that if they do not
take care, things will be very dif-
ficult. We are doing our bit, we
are penalising people, sampling
hasincreased, and cases have in-
creased because of this as well,”
said Dr Virender Yadav, Chief

Medical Officer (CMO) of
Gurgaon, adding that the in-
crease in number of deaths was
also natural: “If cases increase,
fatalities will also increase.”
Deputy Commissioner Amit
Khatri offered reassurance that
measures are being taken to re-

Metro project supervisor dies
as lamp post falls at project site

New Delhi: Asupervisor of anun-
der-construction Delhi Metro site
died Tuesday after a high mast
lamp post fell on him,as he was
overseeing the fixing of barri-
cades at the location.

The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) said in a
statement the supervisor, Dilip
Kumar Chowdhary (44), was
working at a site in Wazirabad's
Jagatpur village, which will be
covered by the Majlis Park -
Maujpur corridor of Metro's up-

coming Phase IV network.

“The deceased was working
asasite supervisor and was over-
seeing the barricade fixing work,
as the contractor was cordoning
off the site for the start of pillar
work. He was rushed to the
trauma centre near Kashmere
Gate, where he was declared
dead. Prima facie, the light mast
seems to have fallen on its own.
However, DMRC will enquire into
the matter,” the statement from
the DMRCread. When contacted,

DCP (North) Monika Bhardwaj
said, “A case under IPC section
304A has been registered at
Wazirabad police station against
unknown persons.”

The proposed Phase IV corri-
dors are Aerocity-Tughlakabad
(202 kms), RK Ashram-Janakpuri
West (28.9 kms) and Maujpur-
Majlis Park (12.5 kms).
Construction work, held up atall
sites of the corridors due to the
lockdown for two months, com-
menced recently. ENS

Portable ventilator made by

a-w—
L

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI,JUNE 23

APORTABLE ventilator designed
by an AIIMS neurosurgeon in col-
laboration with a robotics engi-
neer will soon be supplied to sev-
eral government-run Covid-19
hospitals in all states and union
territories. On Tuesday, the Centre
announced that Rs 2,000 crore
has been allocated for supply of
50,000 'Made-in-India’ ventila-
tors to these hospitals.
Called'AgVa-Covid', it was de-
veloped by Prof. Deepak Agrawal,
a neurosurgeon from AIIMS
Delhi, and Prof. Diwakar Vaish, a
robotics specialist. It costs approx-

‘AgVa-Covid’ was developed
by an AIIMS neurosurgeon
and a robotics specialist

IMS neurosurgeon goes live

imately 1.5 lakh, which, as per the
makers, is 1/5th the cost of any
comparable ventilator.

In Delhi, the team has deliv-
ered more than 150 such ventila-
tors to Rajiv Gandhi Super
Speciality and Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya hospitals among oth-
ers. The experts had previously
developed the world's cheapest
ventilator 'AgVa',which hasbeen
now upgraded to treat Covid pa-
tients. Designed in the shape of a
floating egg, the ventilator is pa-
tient-friendly and does not take
up much space. It automatically
detects the breathing patternand
has a pre-warning feature that
alerts the attendant if something
iswrong.

duce deaths: “We are assessing
each of the fatalities so as to min-
imise any casualties.”

The facilities

In terms of facilities, officials
maintain the district is well pre-
pared to deal with the outbreak
with 4,314 beds for coronavirus
patients, 625 ICU beds, and 329
ventilators. The fact that, as of
Tuesday, around 68% of active
coronavirus patients in the dis-
trict were in home isolation —
1,255 0f 1,833 —also means that
atthe moment, hospital facilities
are sufficient, officials said.

Efforts, however, are being
made to expand facilities.
Director of Haryana Health
Services Dr Veena Singh said
manpower in the district is be-
ing strengthened — 35 new
medical officers have been ap-
pointed, along with 10 lab tech-
nicians and 12 emergency med-
ical technicians forambulances.

CMO Dr Yadav reiterated
this: “In one-two days, you will
see some changes on the
ground. We are stepping up ac-
tive surveillance and will change
the plan in urban areas as well,
that is why we have asked for an
additional workforce of MBBS
students and nursing staff. We
are going to start antigen testing
and surveillance.”

Until Tuesday, Gurgaon had
received 8,000 rapid antigen
testing kits, which will process

ower

results within minutes.

“Pathologists, microbiolo-
gists and lab technicians have
been trained for this and testing
will start soon. An outline has
been prepared for identification
of corona positive persons in
Gurgaon,” said the CMO.

Testing, however, may prove
problematic for Gurgaon, with
the district having an “in built”
testing capacity of only 100 sam-
ples, but collecting more than 500
on a daily basis — last week, the
number of samples collected
crossed 600 on four days, going
as high as 932 on Saturday.

According to officials, the cur-
rent overall testing capacity of
Gurgaonis only “500-600” sam-
ples daily — an in-built capacity
of 100, with around 200 samples
being tested at other government
facilities, and the remaining 200-
300 at private facilities.

CMO Dr Yadav, however, said
efforts are being made to bring
testing capacity “up to 1,000”.

On the extent of testing, he
said: “It is difficult to say how
many will be enough in any pop-
ulation. To take samples, there is
manpower involved, it takes
time in packing, it is not easy.
Now ICMR guidelines are also
very clear; symptomatic and
high-risk contacts have to be the
focus. We will never discourage
sampling from our end, but what
we have to encourage more is
quarantine and isolation.”

‘We are a medical tourism
hub, so blessed with good
facilities — pvt and govt’
Gurgaon crossed 4,000 coronavirus cases last week, but

Deputy Commissioner and District Magistrate Amit Khatri
maintains the city is equipped to deal with the outbreak

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, JUNE 23

Gurgaon has gone from 57
cases at the start of May to
over 4,000 now. How does the
administration assess this
surge?

[ personally feel this is as per
the national trend. The reasons
for Gurgaon could be varied
though — proximity to other
centres where the outbreak was
already in place, even increased
movement and more interac-
tion. Greater sampling could also
be a reason, so we are catching
all cases on the routes the infec-
tion has travelled.

Is the district equipped to

deal with the increasing
caseload?

There is no issue of pre-
paredness, be it in availability of
basic medical stock, masks, PPEs,
sanitisers, etc, adequacy of beds
and other infrastructure. We are
amedical tourism hub so we are
blessed with good medical facil-
ities. Whether it is private or gov-
ernment, we have good facilities.
Also, there is adequate man-

CrLoupy WiITH A CHANCE OF RAIN

Clouds seen over Barapullah flyover in the capital, Tuesday. Praveen Khanna

AIIMS OPD to reopen on June 25

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THREE MONTHS after it closed
amid the Covid-19 lockdown,
OPD services at AIIMS are set to
resume from June 25 for follow-
up patients — initially for not
more than 15 patients a day in
each department.

A circular issued by Medical
Superintendent Dr DK Sharmaon
Tuesday said OPD services will
initially be available for follow-up
patients,and a limited number of
new patients will be allowed, for
departments willing to begin

physical OPD consultation.

“It will be the prerogative of
departments to call patients di-
rectly or screen them through
teleconsultation before giving a
physical appointment. Patients
can be given appointment for
OPD consultation directly by the
department or through the com-
puter facility, as decided by the
department concerned,” said the
circular. “However, if an appoint-
ment is given by the department,
the departmental appointment
list will have to be intimated to
the computer facility and faculty
in-charge of the OPD 48 hours in
advance,” it added.

However, no appointments
will be given for evening spe-
cialty clinics in the first phase of
OPD reopening. On March 18,
the medical institute had sentan
advisory to OPD patients on their
registered phone numbers re-
questing them to postpone their
appointments. Since then, AlIMS
has been providing tele-consul-
tancy to patients.

So far, a total of 731 health-
care workers at AIIMS, including
nine faculty members, 35 resi-
dent doctors and 136 nurses,
have contracted the virus. As per
the administration, around 75%
of them have returned to duty.

Gurgaon Deputy
Commissioner and District
Magistrate Amit Khatri

power, adequate financial sup-
port. We have more than ade-
quate beds, and we also have
provision for expansion of facil-
ities since we have tied up with
neighbouring districts where
cases are not so many. In addi-
tion, we have roped in our own
facilities in the district, such as
hotels. Beds are available right
now with most cases in home
isolation, but we anyway have
adequate beds in all three cate-
gories — be it Covid beds, ICU or
ventilators.

How many patients are
currently in home isolation?

Is the administration facing
any challenges in this
regard?

There aren’t any concerns as
such regarding home isolation.
We have developed our own
backend system for reaching out
to such people onaregular basis,
enquiring about their well being,
addressing their concerns, what-
ever issues are highlighted, and
if they need any medical support,
we aim to provide that also on a
timely basis.

Are any specific steps being
taken to contain the spread of
the virus?

There are three-four inter-
ventions — proper enforcement
of containment zones, screening
of persons in these zones as well
as those in buffer areas or any
other areas of concern. In addi-
tion, we have also been carrying
out random sampling.

Is there any possibility of

another lockdown or border
sealing to manage the
situation?

We are adopting a dynamic
response as per the situation
and the containment require-
ments.

‘Large-hearted man:
49-yr-old doctor at
pvt hospital dies

SOMYALAKHANI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

A49-YEAR-OLD doctor, who was
employed at Delhi’s Fortis Escorts
Heart Institute, died due to
Covid-19-related complications
on Sunday. Dr Yasir Naseem was
a senior medical officer in the
cardiothoracic and vascular sur-
gery (CTVS) department at the
hospital,and had been employed
there for around four years. The
hospital has a Covid-19 ward.

A senior official at the hospi-
tal said, “He stopped coming to
the hospital after June 3. Since the
department wasn’taware, some-
one gotin touch with himand he
said he was sick and won’t be
comingintill he’s better. The hos-
pital stayed in touch with him.”
On June 17, Dr Naseem'’s wife,
also adoctor, rushed him to Fortis
Escorts Heart Institute.

A doctor who was posted in
the Covid-191CU at the time told
The Indian Express, “When he
was brought to the casualty, he
was not responding to oral com-
mands, he was drowsy. He was
critical. We were informed that
he was diabetic. His sugar and
(oxygen) saturation levels were
all over the place.”

The doctor also said that Dr
Naseem’s Covid-19 test was done
onthe day he was admitted tothe

Dr Yasir Naseem worked at
Fortis Escorts Heart Institute

hospital, which came positive.
“Soon, he was put on the ventila-
tor,and onJune 21, he succumbed
to the virus,” said the doctor. Dr
Naseem was a resident of Jamia
Nagar, and is survived by his wife,
agynaecologist. Of his two broth-
ers, one is a dentist in Delhi, and
the otheris a doctor in the US.

Dr Naseem’s friend, Dheeraj
Kumar, told The Indian Express,
“He was alarge-hearted man. He
participated in several health
camps annually where he would
give free consultation to heart
patients who came from eco-
nomically weaker sections. He
would get their health check-up
done, their ECG too.”

Kumar, whoworksin the hos-
pital'sadmin department, said he
last met Yasir a month ago: “He
asked me to take care of my
health and I asked him to do the
same. He was more than a col-
league to me, he was my friend.”
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f_-;af‘;. TAMIL NADU Dr. J.JAYALALITHAA FISHERIES UNIVERSITY

! Nagapattinam — 2
=" Tender Notice No.109/E.0./2020-2021 Dated: 23.06.2020

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

For and on behalf of the Vice-Chancellor, Tamil Nadu Dr.J.Jayalalithaa Fisheries
University Nagapattinam, Sealed Tenders are invited (Two Cover System - Pre
qualification & Rate Tender System)from the registered contractors in appropriate class
to the Estate Office, Tamil Nadu Dr. J. Jayalalithaa Fisheries University at Nagapattinam.

13.07.2020 to 28.07.2020. (5.45 PM)

Upto 3.00 PM on 29.07.2020
4.00 PM on 29.07.2020

Tender Schedule Available Date
Tender Schedule Receiving Date
Tender Opening at

Total No. of Works 4 (Four Works)

Total Approximate Value of Works Rs.22.09 Crore.

For further details and tender document, visit the website www.tenders.tn.gov.in.
DIPR/2395/TENDER/2020 Estate Officer i/c, TNJFU, Nagapattinam-2.

W [RpOC. oo

Fel 'K Profects Construction Covporation Lid.
m OFFICE OF THE DY. GENERAL MANAGER UNIT - REASI | - .-
{THIEE: .T[_:i!:'-_‘j
e e .

CIN: U45205JK1965SGC000296 Tele Fax : 01991245692

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
E-NIT No. 03 of 2020-21 Dt. 16-06-2020
For and on behalf of the Managing Director JKPCC Ltd., e-tenders are invited on item rate basis from
approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central
Governments for the following works:-

Sr. Name of Work Est. Cost Cost of Earnest Money/| Time of Class
No. (Rs.in T/Doc. Bid Security | Comple- of
Lacs) (Rs.in Lacs) | (Rs.in Lacs) tion Contractor
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. Balanced works at IPD Block, Rs. Rs. Rs. 09 “A” Class
District Hospital, Reasi. 205.50 Lacs 2,000/~ 4.11 Lacs Months |Govt. Contractors

Note:

1. Qualification criteria, critical dates for bidding, scope of work, tender document, BOQ and all other terms and conditions
can be seen and downloaded on www.jktenders.gov.in from 18.06.2020 time 1100 Hrs. to 09.07.2020 upto 1600 Hrs.

2. Any other information regarding e-tendering process can be had from the office of Deputy General Manager,
JKPCC Ltd. Unit Reasi during office hours.

No:- JKPCC/R/854-861 Sd/- Deputy General Manager,

T Extardion Malica -2
Thedpo ol auhiesEion Gefrering ol MIT Mo, SETanago (AR5 2018-31
fiar Rl brusg e ol rmailirmn s skl siapeesteioffies LW AL,
Featesrsed Bagh; A S Foasl Cebridon™ inyited pthe offeod Manag e
LARS), LA SL, DiFricdon is welrufod ae befow;

Last date of dewnleading of Tender: 18;:00 hrs. on 30:06-2020
Last dabe for submissbon of Tender - £6:00 his. on 30:06:2020
Tima & dafp for epening of Tondar CPartlp o 3100 hes, on 01-07-2020
Tl B date for opening of Tender {[Parll} Price E&d) : 41:00 hes.
on DE-07-20F

All othar ferms and condstiansg of dender shall remain onehanged.
Farr Tull & fupthar detaits, bisedly wialb aur woabsaile weea, ||J'urﬂ.:tu:'h

AFFLLL LA T TSGR
“Hwokd wmphaful uee of ElecdriciiyT

@TRAGO CABLE
COMPANY LIMITED

Kochi, Kerala - State.
Tel: 0484-2314864/9446003263.

e mail: head.purchase@tracocable.com
TENDER NOTICE
Tenders are invited through “e-tender
system” for procurement of Extrusion
Line, Skip Strander, rewinding/ Spooling,
19 Bobbin Strander, Automatic coiling
machine, wrapping machine & Substation
modification. For more detalls please

Ioglnto ‘etenders.kerala.gov.in”

ochi
19 06.2020
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MAHARASHTRA RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE
;é? DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED

MRIDC

(HERTE TXHIRAT TN Ied FATATY Y IUHH)
(A Joint Venture of Govt. of Maharashtra and Ministry of Railways)

2 I AT, }ITE BTSH, T UTse, HaE 400 021

(2nd Floor, Hoechst House, Nariman Point, Mumbai - 400 021)
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
EMPANELMENT OF CIVIL CONTRACTORS

SUPPLEMENT TO EOI DATED 24/01/2020
MRIDC invites applications from Civil Contractors/Agencies/
Firms for the work of Rebuilding of Old Road Over Bridges as well
as Construction of New Road Over Bridges (Cable Stayed Bridges /
Otherlconic Structures) in Mumbai and Suburban areas.

MRIDC has been entrusted with the responsibility of Rebuilding of
old ROBs/ Construction of New ROBs in Mumbai with best
possible architectural finish and with least disturbance to road and
rail traffic. MRIDC is aiming to complete the task in shortest
possible time with best possible solution.

Interested Companies may visit our official website
www.maharail.com for details and information. Applicants may
submit their applications through e-mail at tender@maharail.com
or dgmtender@maharail.com or in sealed envelopes in prescribed
format in the Corporate office Mumbai on or before 08/07/2020
before 03:00 PM. Any corrigendum to this notice shall be hosted

Dated:- 16-06-2020 JKPCC Ltd., Unit Reasi.

DIPJ-567

on our official website only.
MANAGING DIRECTOR
MRIDC

New Delhi
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Where service is a way of

Public Notice

Bank invites offers, under two bid
system (including installation of on-site
ATM within the total rent), for premises
measuring carpet area 1200-1500 sq.
ft. on ground floor, on lease basis for a
minimum period of 15 years, for branch
in the vicinity of Aram Bagh, New Delhi-
110055. For details visit our website
www.psbindia.com

ZONAL MANAGER
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Thank you for all that you're doing.
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GOVT & POLITICS

L

LONG DETOUR

THE DISRUPTION in international flights due to the pandemic
forced Defence Minister Rajnath Singh to make an additional
stop on the way to Russia on Monday. Singh, who is on the
firstinternational visit by aminister in Covid-19 times, took an
Indian Air Force aircraft to reach Moscow. As the plane avoided
Pakistani airspace, the aircraft — with a smaller fuel tank than
regular commercial planes — required a refuel and made a
pitstop in Iran, making the journey longer. Singh is in Russia
to attend the 75th Victory Day celebrations, which had been
postponed from May 9 because of the pandemic.

TENSE MOMENTS

AMID THE tense political situation in Manipur, the central BJP
leadership has indicated that the N Biren Singh-led govern-
ment will be salvaged without sacrificing the Chief Minister.
When three BJP MLAs resigned last week, and four ministers
of BJP ally NPP withdrew support before the Rajya Sabha poll,
both the Congress and BJP engaged in hectic lobbying. Former
CM Okram Ibobi Singh demanded a floor test. The BJP sent its
troubleshooter Himanta Biswa Sarma, with Meghalaya CM
Conrad Sangma in tow, to assuage disgruntled MLAs. Sarma
has been flying from Guwahati to Imphal to remedy the situ-
ation. Congress sources, meanwhile, say they are confident of
support, despite the CBI move against Ibobi Singh.

HERITAGE PusH

THE GOVERNMENT'S focus on ancient Indian knowledge is
well known. The first review of NCERT textbooks that was un-
dertaken resulted in the addition of paragraphs on ancient
Indian philosophy, ayurveda, yoga, teachings of Upanishads
and scientific achievements of ancient India in areas like as-
tronomy and metallurgy. The draft New Education Policy also
stresses the importance of teaching students about ancient
India’s knowledge systems. The HRD Ministry is now going
the extra mile to establish an exclusive research division for
Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), which will be tasked with
spreading the country’s heritage and traditions. Last week,
the ministry advertised three contractual posts for this divi-
sion, calling applications for the same.

Double blow for RJD
as 5 MLCs quit party,
senior leader quits post

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JUNE 23

FIVERJD MLCs resigned from the
party on Tuesday, days before
elections to nine seats of the Bihar
Legislative Council.

Meanwhile, RID national vice-
president Raghuvansh Prasad
Singh stepped down from his post
in protest against the reported at-
tempt of his Vaishali rival and for-
mer MP Ramakishore Singh to
join the RJD. Ramakishore Singh
had reportedly met RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav recently.

The RJD had eight MLCs. Five
of them — Qamare Alam, Dilip Rai,
Radhacharan Seth, Sanjay Prasad
and Ranvijay Singh — leaving the
party means they will not face
provisions of the anti-defection
law. According to sources in the
JD(U) and RJD, the move was or-
chestrated byasenior]D(U)leader
close to the chief minister.

Now that the R]D is left with
three MLCs, including former CM
Rabri Devi, the addition of three
MLCs in the upcoming polls will
not prevent Rabri Devi from los-
ing the position of Leader of
Opposition in the Upper House.
The RJD needs eight members in
the House of 75 to get the post.

Leader of Opposition Tejashwi
said: “I wish all five of them good
luck. CM Nitish Kumar might have
some political gain out of it, but
how will it help the people of

Retired Army o
adviser to Punjal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JUNE 23

THE PUNJAB government
Tuesday accorded on Brig Gautam
Ganguly the rank and pay of DIG
in Punjab Police for three years, a
day after the Council of Ministers
cleared the retired Army officer’s
appointment as security adviser
to DGP Dinkar Gupta.
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Bihar? Now [ know what he was
up to during self-confinement in
CM House for 90 days. The CM
was needed tomeet the poorand
address unemployment and mi-
grationissues.”

The JD(U) has announced its
three MLC candidates — Ghulam
Gous, Bhisma Sahni (an EBC) and
Kumud Verma(OBC). The RJD has
notannounced its candidates, but
the names of Sunil Singh and
Farooq Shekh are doing the
rounds. The BJPhas sentits names
to Delhi. The last date of filing
nomination is June 25.

Raghuvansh Singh's resigna-
tion also comes as a big blow to
the RJD. Party spokesperson
Mrityunjay Tewary said:
“Raghuvansh babuis our guardian
and founder member. There s still
no word on Ramakishore Singh
joining us. He is a true socialist
leader and will continue to be our
support system.”

Raghuvansh, who had con-
tested against Ramakishore from
Vaishali unsuccessfully in 2014,
has been lying low in the R]D. His
compatriot Jagdanand Singh was
recently made Bihar state
president.

Ganguly is another addition
to the army of advisors in the
state government, often scoffed
at as being a burden on the ex-
chequer. Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh also has a secu-
rity advisor Khubi Ram. Ganguly
is considered close to the DGP.

The appointment has been
made to further strengthen the
Special Operations Group (SoG)
of the Punjab Police with im-

DEFENCE MINISTER IN RUSS1IA

Assured of timely delivery on

all military contracts: Rajnath

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

INDIA HAS been assured by
Russia that despite the pan-
demic it will deliver on all ongo-
ing military contracts, and can
even hasten the delivery in cer-
tain cases, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said in Moscow on
Tuesday.

Singh, who is in the Russian
capital to attend the 75th an-
niversary of the Victory Day cel-
ebration to mark the end of
Second World War, said, “All our
proposals have received positive
response from the Russian side.
I am fully satisfied with the dis-
cussions.”

China’s Defence Minister
General Wei Fenghe is also in
Moscow for the Victory Day
event, but a Defence Ministry of-
ficial said Singh will not hold any
discussions with his Chinese
counterpart.

During the discussions, Singh
is learnt to have reiterated that
India is a peace-loving country
and has never looked at other
people’s territory. He said, “We
are for resolving all disputes by
dialogue, (but) if there are any
questions on India’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity, our re-
solve to protect or interest at any
cost cannot be doubted.”

Making a statement after
meeting Russia's Deputy Prime
Minister Yury Borisov, Singh said
thatIndia and Russia share a spe-
cial and privileged strategic part-
nership, and stressed that “our
defence relationship is one of its
important pillars”. The minister
said he reviewed defence rela-
tionship between the two coun-
tries with Borisov, and the dis-
cussions were “very positive and
productive”.

Singh said, “I have been as-
sured that ongoing contracts will
be maintained — (in fact) not just
maintained, inanumber of cases
they will be taken forward in a
shorter time.”
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Rajnath Singh pays tribute to Mahatma Gandhi at the Indian Embassy in Moscow. ANI

India had signed a contract
worth over $5 billion in 2018 to
buy five regiments of the S-400
Triumf missile system from
Russia. Its delivery is expected to
begin by the end of this year.

Singh said that he can state
“with confidence” that the tradi-
tional friendship between India
and Russia remain strong, and
mutual interests of both nations
are “solid”. “We look to future co-
operation in the spirit of our spe-
cial friendship,” he said.

Conveying his greetings on
the occasion of the 75th Victory
Day Parade, Singh said the peo-
ple of Russia have contributed
much to the two countries' com-
mon security.

Pointing out that his trip is
the first foreign visit from India
of an official delegation after the
coronavirus pandemic broke
out, Singh said, this is a “sign of
our special friendship”. He said
India is looking forward to host-
ing Russia’s President Vladimir
Putin later this year.

Earlier in the day, Defence

Secretary Ajay Kumar held dis-
cussions with Russia's Deputy
Defence Minister Col General
Alexander Fomin on “bilateral
defence cooperation issues

and issues of regional
development.”
Meanwhile, Russia on

Tuesday ruled out mediating be-
tween India and China following
the violent clashes in Ladakh's
Galwan Valley, PTIreported from
Moscow. Following a virtual con-
ference with his Indian and
Chinese counterparts, Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
said, “I do not think India and
China need any help, any kind of
assistance specifically aimed at
helping them to resolve
disputes.”

“As soon as the border inci-
dents took place, meetings were
held and contact was established
between the military command
on the ground and the foreign
ministers," Sputnik News quoted
Lavrov as saying. “As [ under-
stand, these contacts are
ongoing...”

Reports on
40 PLA deaths
false: China

Beijing: China on Tuesday
termed as as “false infor-
mation” the reports that
more than 40 Chinese
soldiers were killed in the
face-off in eastern
Ladakh. “As for Indian
media reports that cite
Indian officials as saying
at least 40 Chinese sol-
diers were killed, I can tell
you responsibly that this
is false information,” said
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian,
who parried questions on
the casualties suffered by
the PLA. “China and India
areresolving the issue on
the ground through mili-
tary and diplomatic chan-
nels,” Zhao said. PTI

In 5 days, over 40,000 Chinese searches for
vulnerabilities in Indian cyberspace: cops

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI, JUNE 23

THERE HAVE been more than
40,000 cyber probes or searches
for vulnerabilities in the Indian
cyberspace in the last five days,
originating from Chengdu city in
China’s Sichuan province, ac-
cording to the Maharashtra
Police cyber wing.

Most of these searches were

targeted at the infrastructure, in-
formation technology and bank-
ing sectors, according to the cy-
ber wing. “We have collated
information on cyber attacks
and found that suddenly, there
have been a large number of at-
tacks on India’s cyber resources
like infrastructure, IT and bank-
ing sectors. Majority of these at-
tacks are from Chengdu city,” IG
(Cyber) Yashasvi Yadav said.
“As per the data we have,

there have been around 40,300
probes in the last four to five
days,” Yadav said, adding that
these searches were primarily
classified under three categories.
An advisory issued by the
Maharashtra cyber wing on
Tuesday stated that a fake email
ID could be used for phishing at-
tacks with the subject line - ‘Free
Covid-19testing for all residents
of Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabad,
Chennai and Ahmedabad’.

Muslim Koser, co-founder of
Volon Cyber Security, said,
“Whenever there are any disputes
between two countries, a corre-
sponding attack on the digital
space hasbeen seen...last month,
during the India-Nepal boundary
issue, a person claiming to be a
Nepalese hacktivist had released
Aadhaar data on the dark web.
There is also a sharp rise in cyber
attacks between Pakistan and
India on August 14 and 15...”

Bihar raises concerns over Nepal stalling
repair works on barrage, embankment

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JUNE 23

THE BIHAR government has
raised concerns over Nepal
stalling repair work on the
Gandak barrage as well as a key
embankment on the Lalbakeya
river.

The state has taken up the
matter with the External Affairs
and Jalshakti ministries.

As per a long-standing
arrangement, the Bihar govern-
ment maintains the Gandak bar-
rage afflux on both sides of the
border.India and Nepal share 18
gates each of the barrage.

proved training and skills, an of-
ficial spokesperson of the police
department said on Tuesday.
Ganguly has served more
than 33 yearsin the armed forces,
including four years as the NSG
force commander handling
counter-terror and anti-hijacking
operations. He also conducted
numerous operational deploy-
ments in Punjab, J&K and Gujarat,
including execution of Operation

Even though most of repair
work has been done as per spec-
ifications of flood-fighting meas-
ures, Bihar Water Resources
Department officials have to
monitor the afflux for any possi-
ble breach inembankment dur-
ing the flood seasons in June and
October.

Water Resources Minister
Sanjay Kumar Jha told The Indian
Express, “We firmly believe the
matter would be resolved ami-
cablyasitisalocalissue. For last
10 days or so, our employees
have not been allowed to moni-
tor the western Gandak afflux. At
times, they would ask for Covid-
negative certificates. We under-

icer appointed as security
b Police gets DIG rank

Dhangu Suraksha (Pathankot IAF
Base), the official said.

The main objective of the
SoG was to counter the efforts of
Pakistan to intensify the terror-
ist offensive in Punjab.

SAD (Taksali) leader Bir
Devinder Singh said, “The devel-
opment renders the most compe-
tent police officers asincompetent
toassist the DGPin handling diffi-
cult security conditions...”

stand there had been caution be-
cause of coronavirus on both
sides, but our employees have to
repair and do maintenance (of
the barrage) in flood season.”
The minister said that an-
other point of concern is Nepal
not allowing India to complete
repair work on a 500-metre
patch of embankment on
Lalbakeya river on the Nepal
side. “Nepal had allowed us todo
repair and maintenance work,
but work on a crucial 500-metre
final phase is not being allowed.
Our main concernis to avoid any
flood situation because of any
possible breach. Suchissues have
been resolved at local levels in

the past.”

Jha, however, appreciated
Nepal government for co-oper-
ating with most flood-fighting
works on western Gandak afflux
during the lockdown.

Meanwhile, Leader of the
Opposition Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav criticised the Bihar gov-
ernment for not taking serious
action. “As monsoon is set to ar-
rive, people living along Kosi
and Gandak are concerned.
They suffer loss of cattle and
property every year and also
face displacement. But the state
government has hardly done
anything in last 15 years,” he
tweeted.

Cong takes on
govt over Covid
‘mismanagement’,
sliding economy

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

SLAMMING THE Centre for its
handling of the coronavirus pan-
demic, the Congress on Tuesday
said the absence of a coherent
strategy to reduce fatalities, in-
crease testing and contact-trac-
ing of patients reporting con-
firmed with the virus even after
four months is astonishing.

Addressing the Congress
Working Committee (CWC)
meeting, party president Sonia
Gandbhi said the Indian economy
is now hurtling toward a reces-
sion for the first time in 42 years.

“The pandemic is not being
tackled with the courage, mag-
nitude and effort needed,” for-
mer Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh said.

While former Union Finance
minister P Chidambaram briefed
the CWCabout the economic sit-
uation, former Health minister
Ghulam Nabi Azad spoke on the
pandemic.

Sonia said “mismanagement
of the pandemic will be recorded
as one of the most disastrous fail-
ures of the (Narendra) Modi gov-
ernment”. She argued that the
need of the houris amassive fiscal
stimulus, putting money directly
in the hands of the poor, protect-
ingand nurturing the MSMEs,and
stimulating demand.

“Instead,” she said, “the gov-
ernment announced a hollow fi-
nancial package that had a fiscal
component of less than 1 per
cent of GDP. The government has
added insult to injury by merci-
lessly raising petrol and diesel
prices for 17 consecutive days at
a time when world prices of
crude have fallen.

“The result is that a sliding
economy is now hurtling toward
arecession for the first time in 42
years.”

Sonia said, “I am afraid there
will be high unemployment,

H' . |

Sonia Gandhi addressing the
CWC on Tuesday. P11

falling incomes and wages, and
lower investment. Recovery is
likely to take a long time, and
that too only if the government
corrects its course and adopts
sound economic policies.”

The CWC also hit out at the
government for the “repeated
and unjust” increases in petrol
and diesel prices and excise duty,
and accused the government of
“profiteering by fleecing people”.

On the pandemic, its resolu-
tion said the Covid-19 curve is
rising exponentially, thereby
testing the health infrastructure
and overburdening health work-
ers. “And the Union government
seems to have abandoned its re-
sponsibilities and passed the
buck to states, without offering
adequate support,” it stated. The
CWC asked the government to
cap prices for treatment and en-
sure price control and easy avail-
ability of drugs that are approved
as lines of treatment.

The CWC said even after four
months, there is no nationwide
dataonavailable hospital bedsand
ventilators,and no clarity on future
capacity planning. “There is ab-
solutely no sense of urgency or a
credible plantoexpand our belea-
guered health workforce with
quick recruitment of young doc-
tors, nurses and health workers,”
itsaid. The PM CARES fund, it said,
“continues to be woefully under-
utilised and administered without
any transparency whatsoever.”

Cong demotivating
forces, getting
sadistic pleasure
out of it, says BJP

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JUNE 23

SOON AFTER Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, while addressing
the CWC meeting, asked ques-
tions about developments along
the India-China LACin Ladakh, the
BJP on Tuesday wanted to know
why the party is keen on “demo-
tivating” the forces, and alleged
that the opposition party derives
“sadistic pleasure” fromiit.

The ruling party said the
Congress should not use "misfor-
tunes like coronavirus and face-off
with China” for political purposes.

BJP spokesperson Sambit
Patrasaid the Congress should not
use such misfortunes on the coun-
tryasa"launchpad" for the falling
career of its “prince”, a reference
toRahul Gandhi.

Patra said: "Sonia Gandhi has
issued a statement after the CWC
meeting. This is shameful. It has
become Congress's policy to lie
about the Army. [ want to ask
Sonia, why does she have to con-
vene the CWCatatime when the
Army is strengthening itself in
Leh? You say we (government)
have surrendered our land. Do
you want to wrestle with the

Sambit
Patra

Army?”

The Chinese, he asserted,
“have not occupied an inch of
land. If China has occupied any-
thing, it is the heart and mind of
the mother-son duo (a reference
to Sonia and Rahul) after signing
MoU. Why does the Congress
want toderive sadistic pleasure by
demotivating the Army with their
statements?”

“Every day, Congress leaders
say India is not performing well;
that India is losing; Indian Army
has surrendered; Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is weak and has
surrendered,” he said, adding that
the Congress party has “surren-
dered its shame to China”.

Addressing the CWC, Sonia
Gandhi on Tuesday said, “India
has been hit by a terrible eco-
nomic crisis, a pandemic of huge
proportions, and now by a full-
blown crisis on the borders...
Muchof each crisisis attributable
tothe mismanagement of the BJP-
led NDA government...”

In MP, Cong claims foul play in BJP seat win

MILINDGHATWAI
BHOPAL, JUNE 23

CITING Amediainterview of sen-
ior BJPleader Kailash Vijayvargiya
inwhich he purportedly claimed
to have spentalot of money with-
out the party candidate’s knowl-
edge, the Congresson Tuesday ap-
proached the Election
Commission and demanded that
election for Mhow Assembly con-
stituency be revoked.

In a video clip shared by

T >, At

Spent money on Mhow
victory, Vijayvargiya
purportedly said in interview

Narendra Saluja, media coordina-
tor of former CM Kamal Nath,
Vijayvargiyais shown asallegedly

New Delhi

claiming that he had assured the
party high command that he
would ensure Usha Thakur's vic-
tory from Mhow by atleast 10,000
votes. “Ispentalot of money with-
out her knowledge. I used to go
there at2 amtodo setting (fix the
game),” he purportedly claims.
Vijayvargiya was not available
for a comment despite repeated
attempts. Anaide of Thakur prom-
ised that she would speak after
two hours but did not return calls.
Thakur won from Indore-3 in
2013 but was shifted to Mhow in

2018. Vijayvargiya’s son Akash
was fielded from Indore-3 and
won by 5,751 votes. Thakur de-
feated Congress's Antar Singh
Darbar by 7,427 votes.

BJP spokesperson Rajneesh
Agrawal said Congress should
wait for the EC's decision.

Darbar, who lost to
Vijayvargiya in 2013 from Mhow
and challenged the election in
court, accusing abuse of money
power, said, “ could not prove my
charges but he has himself admit-
ted itnow.”
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No Haj for
Indians this year
due to corona,

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE GOVERNMENT on Tuesday
announced that this year, no pil-
grims from India will travel to
Saudi Arabia for Haj.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Union Minority Affairs
Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
said this move was to honour the
decision of the Saudi govern-
ment because of “serious chal-
lenges of the corona pandemic
and keeping in mind the health
and well-being of the people”.

Naqvi said he received a
phone call from Saudi Arabia Haj
and Umrah Minister Mohammad
Saleh bin Taher Benten on
Monday, who said that pilgrims
from India refrain from Haj this
year due to the pandemic.

He added that the govern-
ment had received 2,13,000 ap-
plications for this year’s Haj.

“The process to refund the full
amount of money deposited by
the applicants for Haj has been
started immediately without any
deduction. The money will be re-
funded through online DBT
mode into bank accounts of the
applicants,” Naqvi said. He also
said the women who applied to
perform Haj without Mehram
(male companion) for this year
will be allowed to go next year.

As Telangana ramps up testing, five
~oncseov (fays make up a third of total cases

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, JUNE 23

INJUST five days since Telangana
scaled up testing to around 3,000
a day, the number of positive
cases has spiked, leaving health
officials alarmed and doctors
concerned about rising number
of Covid-19 patients in hospitals.

Ason June 22, the number of
Covid-19 cases in Telangana
stood at 8,674, with the last five
days alone accounting for 2,999
cases or 34.57 per cent of total
cases in the state. Of the cases
detected in the last five days,
2,053 were asymptomatic. The
balance 946 exhibited SARI-like
(Severe Acute Respiratory
[llness) symptoms. Since 356
showed only mild symptoms
and did not have any comoribid-
ity, they have been advised
home isolation. The rest have
been admitted to Gandhi
Hospital in Hyderabad.

The state government had,
on June 17, assured the High
Court it would ramp up testing,
and undertake 50,000 random
tests on vulnerable groups in
high risk and containment zones
in 30 Assembly constituencies in
and around Hyderabad. The
50,000 tests were to be con-

Gujarat: Retired IPS
officer dies of Covid

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JUNE 23

RETIRED IPS officer-turned-
politician Al Saiyed succumbed
to Covid-19 in Ahmedabad on
Tuesday. He was 72.

Saiyed was admitted to
Apollo Hospital a few days ago
when he had developed severe
symptoms of Covid-19 and was
shifted to ventilator support.

A native of Patan in Gujarat,
Saiyed joined Gujarat IPS cadre
in 1978, retired from the police
force in 2008 from the post of
Director General of Police
(Administration).

“He was first admitted to a
private hospital in Juhapura
eight days ago along with his
wife and son, when all the three
had developed Covid-19 symp-
toms and were tested positive. A
few days ago, his condition had

Ip_l!'ff After

T retiring,
wl, AlSaiyed
! joined BJP

worsened and he was shifted to
Apollo Hospital and kept on ven-
tilator support. He is survived by
his wife, a son and a daughter,”
said a distant relative of Saiyed.

In 2010, two years after his re-
tirement, Saiyed entered politics
and was one of the contestants
for BJP in the municipality polls
in Ahmedabad. He was fielded by
the BJP in the then civic body
polls in Gujarat under the then
Chief Minister Narendra Modi
and was even considered as the
potential mayor of Ahmedabad.
However, Saiyed lost that elec-
tion and in 2011, he was elected
uncontested as Chairman of
Gujarat Waqf Board.

A coronavirus help desk at a Hyderabad hospital. APFile

ducted over 10 days.

But given the sharp spike
over the last five days, the state
has curtailed testing to under
3,500 a day against the required
average of 5,000 daily tests.

G Srinivas, Director, Public
Health, attributed the increase
in cases to targeted testing. “The
testing is going on in contain-
ment zones and high-risk zones
where previous cases have been
reported. Healthcare personnel
and vulnerable groups like san-
itation workers who are exposed
are also being tested,” he said.

While the number of positive
cases spiked, the fatality contin-
ued to be in single digits during

the previous five days, adding up
to 25.The total number of Covid-
19-related deaths in the state
stood at 217 as on June 22.
Telangana recorded its first
positive case in Hyderabad on
March 2.1t conducted 22,842 tests
till May 14, averaging just about
300 tests a day. From May 14 to
June 17,itconducted 23,069 tests,
averaging 700 tests a day. In the
lastfive days, June 18-22, the state
tested 14,332 people in high-risk
and containment zones, of which
2,999 turned positive results. The
highest number of positives — 872
— was recorded on June 22.
Public health expert Dr G Ved
Prakash said it was too little, too

RISING NUMBERS
Tests | Positive

perday | cases

June17 | 1,096 | 269
June18 | 2,181 | 352
June19 | 2477 | 499
June20 | 3,188 | 546
June21 | 3,297 | 730
June22 | 3,189 | 872

late. “The government should
have increased testing long ago.
Even now, it is not enough. The
spike in cases shows how fast it
has spread already,” he said. Dr
Prakashisamember of Doctor for
Sewa, an organisation of public
health specialists, which had red-
flagged low testing in Telangana
in the first week of April.
DrSuneetha N, a specialiston
infectious diseases at Apollo
Hospitals, said this had started
putting pressure on hospitals
now. “The problem should have
been acknowledged much earlier.
By the time you realise it, it is out
of control. The hospitals are fill-
ingup with sick people,” she said.
Telangana had conducted
45,911 Coronavirus tests till June
17,0ne of the lowest in the coun-

SAFETY MATTERS

Apoliceman sprays disinfectant inside Bengaluru's Cubbon Park police station Tuesday. P11
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Govt asks Ramdev to explam Covid medicine claim

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, JUNE 23

YOGA GURU Ramdev’s Patanjali
Ayurved Ltd on Tuesday
launched what they claimed
was the first Ayurvedic medicine
to cure Covid-19. However, the
AYUSH Ministry has sought de-
tails about the medicine and has
directed Patanjali and Ramdev
to stop advertising such claims.

At the launch in Haridwar,
Ramdev claimed that ‘Coronil
tablet’, ‘Swasari Vati’ and ‘Anu
Taila’ had shown “100 per cent
favourable results” during clini-
cal trials on Covid-19 patients.
He claimed that a clinical con-
trolled study was done in Delhi,

Ahmedabad, Meerut and other
cities. During the trial, he
claimed, 69 per cent patients re-
covered in 3 days, while the re-
covery rate over a period of
seven days was 100 per cent.

Taking cognizance of the
news, The AYUSH Ministry in a
statement said, “Facts of the
claim and details of the stated
scientific study are not known to
the Ministry.”

The statement says that
Patanjali Ayurved Ltd has been
asked to provide at the earliest the
details of the name and compo-
sition of the medicines being
claimed will treat Covid-19; the
site(s)/hospital(s) where the re-
search study was conducted; pro-
tocol, sample size, Institutional

Ramdev

Ethics Commiittee clearance, CTRI
registration and results data of the
study(ies) and to stop advertis-
ing/publicising such claims till the
issue is duly examined.

The ministry has also re-
quested the Uttarakhand State
Licensing Authority to provide

copies of the license and product
approval details of the Ayurvedic
medicines which the company
has claimed will treat Covid-19.

On June 2, the AYUSH
Ministry had issued a circular to
the principal secretaries of all
states to take necessary action
“against instances of misleading
information, fake claims and
misbranding”.

“I would like to inform that
the following activities are tan-
tamount to contravention of le-
gal provisions: false claims and
publicising so called approval of
research study or product man-
ufacturing about COVID19 con-
trol,” the circular, signed by
AYUSH Ministry Additional
Secretary Pramod Kumar Pathak

stated.

The ministry also directed
that “a warning may be issued
and if not complied in one week
time, FIR may be filed in blatant
cases of violation”.

During the launch Tuesday,
Ramdev also claimed that the
medicine, manufactured by
Haridwar-based Divya
Pharmacy and Patanjali Ayurved
Ltd, is the result of a joint re-
search of Patanjali Research
Institute and National Institute
of Medical Sciences and
Research, NIMS University,
Jaipur.

NIMS University chairman
Balbir Tomar said all the param-
eters of research were followed.

-—-WITHENS, DELHI

try. Nudged by the High Court to
ramp up testing and make the
figures public, the state started
conducting more than 1,000
tests. Dr Ved Prakash said the
huge increase in cases meant the
state would not be able to do con-
tact tracing anymore. “Health
workers and police are already
overwhelmed with work and
they cannot handle more. So,
apart from random testing, offi-
cials will only know when peo-
ple with symptoms walk into
hospitals. Apart from keeping
oneself safe by taking precau-
tions, there is nothing much that
can be done now,” he said.

The state government, how-
ever, said it was on top of the sit-
uation. Telangana Health Minister
Etela Rajender said the number
of tests done daily is adequate
since these were being done inar-
eas identified as Covid hotspots.

“We are doing tests in and
around containment zones and
in areas where positive cases
were detected earlier and they re-
covered. Apart from that, we are
conducting tests on medical pro-
fessionals and healthcare work-
ers.Compared to other states, the
spread of virus in Telangana is
less. We have total control over
the Coronavirus situation in the
state,” Rajender said.

Decision on
CBSE Class XII
exams likely by
today, SC told

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

A DECISION on whether or not
to scrap the remaining exams for
Class XII conducted by CBSE is
likely to be taken by Wednesday,
the Supreme Court was in-
formed on Tuesday.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta told a bench of Justices A
M  Khanwilkar, Dinesh
Maheshwari and Sanjiv Khanna
that discussions on the matter
were at an advanced stage. He
said they were aware of the anx-
iety of students, and would soon
arrive at a decision.

Inarelated development, the
bench also heard a separate plea
on scrapping of exams con-
ducted by the Council for the ICSE
inview of the Covid-19 situation.

The lawyer for ICSE told the
bench that the body will broadly
follow the government's deci-
sion regarding CBSE exams.

The bench, however, ob-
served thatICSE is free to take an
informed decision.

The SG also clarified that the
decision on CBSE exam is not
binding on ICSE.

The bench will hear the mat-
ters on June 25.

A group of parents had last
week moved the Supreme Court
praying that CBSE cancel the re-
maining papers scheduled to be
held from July 1 to July 15 in view
of the Covid situation. The parents
expressed concernover the safety
of the students and requested the
court to quash the CBSE's May 18
notification by which the date
sheet was declared and to stay it
tillthe pleais decided by the court.

Only 6% ventilators
under PM-CARES
manufactured so far

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

WITH ONLY 6 per cent of the to-
tal 50,000 ‘Made in India’ venti-
lators under PM-CARES fund
manufactured so far, the race to
secure the machines for the
country’s Covid-19 response has
exposed a handicap in the com-
ponent production ecosystem
for medical equipment.

NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh
Kant, DPIIT Secretary Guruprasad
Mohapatraand DRDO Chairman
Dr Satheesh Reddy acknowl-
edged this challenge inIndiaata
government-industry interac-
tion, whichwas also attended by
Principal Scientific Advisor D
Vijayaraghavan, on June 11, ac-
cording to sources. The e-confer-
ence, organised under the chair-
manship of Kant, also saw
participation from senior offi-
cials, representatives of ventila-
tor and component manufactur-
ers, and start-ups.

Bottlenecks in domestic
manufacturing of ventilators
were highlighted during the
conference, sources said. Top of-
ficials acknowledged that the de-
lay in delivery of ventilators was
due to non-availability of critical
components, according to min-
utes of the e-conference, ac-
cessed by The Indian Express.

Meanwhile, a statement is-
sued by the Prime Minister’s
Office on Tuesday stated that of
the total 50,000 ‘Made in India’
ventilators under PM-CARES
fund, 2,923 have been manufac-
tured so far, “of which 1,340 ven-
tilators have already been deliv-
ered to the States/UTs”. “The
prominent recipients include

Maharashtra (275), Delhi (275),
Gujarat (175), Bihar (100),
Karnataka (90) and Rajasthan
(75).By the end of June 2020, ad-
ditional 14,000 ventilators will be
delivered toall States/UTs,” it said.

During the meeting on June
11, Mohapatra told participants,
“After ademand assessment, the
government had placed orders
for 60,000 ventilators with four
Indian ventilator manufacturers.
However, the delivery of these
orders was getting delayed due
to non-availability of critical
components on which India is
import dependent.”

DPIIT officials also high-
lighted the problems faced by
Indian ventilator manufacturers
in procuring specific compo-
nents such as AC/DC converter,
miniature general-purpose filter,
thermo electric device, pressure
pumps, sensors, optical encoders,
oxygen sensors, flow sensors and
substance valves, sources said.

Kant said several parts are
not manufactured in India and
being imported, causing severe
delay in the production and sup-
ply of ventilators, according to
the minutes of the e-conference.

According to sources, the
DRDO Chairman pointed out
specific parts which are highly
import-dependent. He reiter-
ated the need to create acompo-
nent ecosystem in the country,
sources said.

Ventilator manufacturers
mentioned problems in domes-
tic manufacturing. Indian firms,
including those which have got
orders for supplying ventilators
under PM-CARES fund, expressed
disappointment over the quality
of components being supplied by
a top component manufacturer.

Before virus spread at
Kanpur shelter, officials
flagged overcrowding

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, JUNE 23

DAYS BEFORE 57 girls of a gov-
ernment-run Kanpur shelter
home tested positive for novel
coronavirus, the district Child
Welfare Committee (CWC) had
flagged the issue of overcrowd-
ing several times. The latest alert
was sounded on June 11.

Among the 57 Covid-positive
girls, five are pregnant.

“We have regularly been rais-
ing the issue of overcrowding at
the shelter home in Kanpur with
the director of the Women
Welfare Department and the
district probation officer. The last
time we raised the issue was on
June 11 after aninspection,” said
Rajendra Kumar, a member of
Kanpur’s CWC.

Kanpur District Magistrate
Brahma Deo Ram Tiwari said he
too had alerted the government
about the shelter home running
beyond its capacity, but efforts
to decongest it were stalled due
to the nationwide lockdown that
began in the last week of March.

Against a capacity of 100 in-
mates, the home had 171 girls.
These girls, aged between 10 and

18, were brought to the home on
the direction of the CWC.

The state has four girls’ shel-
ter homes — in Kanpur, Auraiya,
Meerut, and Agra. The Kanpur
one caters to 22 districts.

“Kanpur's shelter home has
four big halls where girls sleep.
Since overcrowding, arrange-
ments to sleep girls are made in
three other rooms meant for
study and cultural activities,”
added Kumar. One of these
rooms was kept for pregnant girls
and mentally challenged girls.

Admitting the problem,
Director (Women Welfare)
Manoj Kumar Rai said they have
decided to soon shift some of the
girlstoawomen protection home
to decongest the shelter home.

Meanwhile, Kanpur District
Magistrate formed a two-mem-
ber probe team. The team will
inspect the facilities, its manage-
ment, upkeep and the issue of
overcrowding.

The inquiry team comprises
Sub-divisional Magistrate (SDM)
of Kanpur Collectorate, Meenu
Rana, and Nazirabad Circle
Officer Gitanjali Singh.

Rana said they will probe all
angles, including the source and
spread of the virus.

Garment units reopen in Bengaluru but it is still a slow restart

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, JUNE 23

THREE DAYS after the Covid-19-
linked lockdown was lifted in
Karnataka, a group of rural
women employees of an export-
oriented garment factory near
Bengalurugathered atabus stand
in the Mandya region, around 50
km from the factory, and
protested the lack of transport to
take them to work despite Arvind
Mills arranging for passes on state
buses for their transportation.
“We have been at the Mandya
bus stand since 6 am. We have
been given bus passes by the
Arvind Mills company. We tried
to board a state bus this morning
but only two of us were allowed
due tosocial distancing. We want
bus services to function like before
to take us to work. It is a struggle
this way to manage our home and
work," one of the workers said in
avideo message uploaded on so-

cial media by the Karnataka
Garment Workers Union
(KOOGU).

The garment industry which
employs nearly 3.5 lakh people —
mostly women — in over 1,200
units at industrial estates around
the city of Bengaluru has resumed
operations, but social distancing
norms and fear of the spread of
Covid-19 hasrestricted the trans-
port options for women workers
who rely on company and state
transport systems to commute.

In the Bommanahalli and
Begur industrial regions of
Bengaluruwhere a few of the for-
mer Covid-19 hotspots of the city
- like Hongasandra and
Mangamanpalya - are located,
garment units like Shahi Exports,
AdityaBirla Fashion, SK Garments
have all begun operations with
whatever staff are reporting for
work and with a freeze on new
hiring.

The streets of this industrial re-
gion are abuzz since the lifting of
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the lockdown unlike the neigh-
boring Electronic City where the
big IT companies are located and
the streets are deserted as most
workers are now working from
home. Outside a Shahi Exports
uniton the BegurRoad, vegetable
vendors wait with wares every
day to attract the women work-
ers who will pour out of the fac-
tory doors when their shift ends
every evening.

"Production has started again.
Our firm is in better shape than
some others. But we expect 10 to
25 percent cutin the salary of staff
depending on seniority," said a
senior employee of Shahi Exports.

Women wait for a bus in Mandya region to go to work at a
garment factory near Bengaluru. Express

"They do not wantany new re-
cruitment. There is a fear that the
virus will spread especially since
this is a region where there have
been many cases. They are asking
people to leave if they have not
been coming since the past two
weeks," said another employee at

the firm's Hongasandra unit.
"We are back to normal pro-
duction. A few workers who have
gone home are missing but work
is continuing like normal,” says
Govind Kumar, a migrant worker
from UP at a complex a few me-
tres down the Hongasandra main

road which houses units of Aditya
Birla Fashion and SK Garments.

The garment units in the
Bengaluru factories produce
clothing for international brands
like Tommy Hilfiger, Gap, HM,
Levis, Jockey etc. The companies
have increasingly created facili-
ties on the outskirts of Bengaluru
and its rural parts to access the
low cost labor afforded by rural
women.

"All companies have re-ope-
nend - some even worked in the
lockdown. A few units of some
companies shutdownduring the
lockdown. In most companies,
those who came to work during
the lockdown by whatever means
possible are being retained. Those
who have returned to work after
June are not being allowed irre-
spective of their service," said
Prathiba R, President of the
Garment and Textile Workers
Union in Bengaluru.

One of the units that was shut-
down during the lockdown was

New Delhi

that of the firm Gokaldas Exports
in the Srirangapatna area of the
Mandyadistrict - around 100 km
from Bengaluru - which em-
ployed around 1,200 women
from villages around the region.
"Around 400 of the workers have
resigned but as many as 800
women are protesting the illegal
layoffs at the unit," said the
GATWU president. "The compa-
nies are saying that the interna-
tional brands they serve have not
placed new orders. We are trying
to bringissues to the notice of the
international firms as well."

One of the reasons the work-
ers are not being provided trans-
port is because the company
wants them to quit, says the
KOOGU union general secretary T
S Swamy.

While many of the factories
had not paid wages for April and
May they have now done so, say
garments workers union officials.
"The wages for April were not paid
till May but they were later paid

infull but for May only 50 percent
hasbeen paid by some firms," said
TS Swamy the general secretary
of the Karnataka Garment
Workers Union (KOOGU).

"We have paid full wages for
the entire lockdown month of
April 2020 in two tranches, the
first prior to May 12,2020,and the
second prior to May 25,2020. All
the workers were informed inad-
vance about this payment
process. This approach has been
adopted to tide over cash flow is-
sues faced during the nationwide
lockdown," Shahi Exports officials
said on the company website.

With retail operations gradu-
ally opening in the western mar-
ket the next six months is critical,
said amanager ata Bengaluru gar-
ment factory.

Some units like Arvind Mills
have pivoted operations during
thelockdown to make masks, PPE
kits and special clothing with anti
viral material to combat Covid-19,
said a company official.
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Wg Cdr Vijay Sindhu (25370-H)
Adm/FC, resident of 250,
Salaria Officer’s Enclave,
Sector-21, Dwarka, New Delhi
have changed my minor Son’s
name from Siddharth to
Siddharth Sindhu vide Affidavit
dated 04.03.2020 before NCTof
Delhi. 0040540054-1

I, Vinod Kumar,S/0 Ramayan
Pandey R/0-B-849, Gali No-
22,Baprola Vihar, Najafgarh,
South West Delhi-110043,
Changed my name to Vinod
kumarPandey. 0040540084-2

I, Ujjawal,S/0 Sushil Kumar R/o-
37,Malook Singh
Marg,Gali.No.3,West Arjun-
Nagar,Krishna-Nagar, Delhi-
51,have changed my name to
Apurv Bhardwaj,for all,future
purposes.Ujjawal and Apurv
Bhardwajboth names are one
and same person.

0040540091-3

I, Saroj Kumari w/o-Braham Dev,
R/0-RZ-90, Gali.No-14A, Durga-
Park, Delhi-110045, have
changed my name to Saroj
Shukla,for all, future purposes.

0040540081-6

1, SONIYA DEVI,W/0O NO-
16017484K L/NK KAPILTOMAR
R/0O-VILL-KADIPUR, PO-BHOPA,
DISTT-MUZAFFARNAGAR,(U.P.)-
251308,have changed my
name,from SONIYA DEVI to
SONIYA TOMAR,for all,future
purpose. 0040540091-4

I, Pratima,W/o0 Mr.Pardeep
Singh Bisht R/0-D-167,D-Block,
Gali-No.19, Dasrath Puri,
Palam-Village,New Delhi-
110045,have changed my name
to PratimaBisht. 0040540091-1

I, PARAMJEET SINGH ARORA S/O
HARBANS SINGH R/0 A-704,
BALAJI APARTMENT, SECTOR-
14, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085.CHANGED MY NAME TO
PARAMUJEET SINGH.

0040540081-9

I, Munna Lal Gupta,S/o Bhika
Ram Baij R/0-246, Village-
Karkar Madal, I.E, Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad,U.P-201010.have
changed my nameto
Mahendera Kumar.

0040540084-4

I, Mohd Asif Qureshi, S/o
Sharifuddin, R/0-5084, Gali
Masjid-Chhappar Wali Sadar-
Bazar Delhi-110006,have
changed my name to Mohd
Asif,forall,purposes.

0040540081-1

I, Mohammad Arif,S/o
Mohammad Shafiq,R/0-B-62,
G-Floor, DDA-Colony New-
Zafrabad, Delhi-32,have
changed the name of my
son,From Amaan to Mohd
Amaan. 0040540081-4

I, Mohammad Arif,S/o0
Mohammad Shafiq R/0-B-62, G-
Floor,DDA-Colony New
Zafrabad,Delhi-32,have
changed the name of my
daughter,From Alisha to Alisha
Asif. 0040540081-3

I, KULVANT RAI MITTAL S/O RAM
KUMAR MITTAL R/0O B-8/2,
SECTOR-3, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085.CHANGED MY NAME TO
KULWANT RAIMITTAL.

0040540081-10

I, Seema W/0 Vijay Kumar Bhola
R/0B-12,Surya Nagar,
Ghaziabad, U.P.-201011.have
changed my name to Simmi
Bhola permanently.

0040540084-7

I, Ijhar Miyan S/o Majid Miyan
R/0 F-33, T/F,Abulfazal-l,
Jamianagar, Okhla, Delhi-
110025.have changed my
name to Mohammad Izhar
Miyan. 0040540084-8

I, Deepak Chand,S/o
Sh.Purushittam Sharma,
Address at-A-824, Sangam
Vihar,New Delhi-110062,have
changed my name to Deepak
Chand Sharma,for all
purposes. 0040540081-7

I, BHUPINDER KAUR ARORA W/O
PARAMJEET SINGH R/0 A-704,
BALAJI APARTMENT, SECTOR-
14, ROHINI, DELHI-
110085.CHANGED MY NAME TO
BHUPINDER KAUR.

0040540081-8

I, Anshu Kaushal Jha D/O
kaushal kumar Jha, R/0
3609/23, Gurgoan, 3rd floor,
Krania House,122017, Haryana
have changed my name from
Anshu kumari to Anshu
Kaushal Jha. 00707071941

I, Anjali Bhardwaj, D/o-Ram
DhariR/0-C-141, Mohan
Garden, Uttam Nagar,New
Delhi-110059.have changed
my,from Kanika to Anjali
Bhardwaj,for all,future
purposes. 0040540084-3

I, ASHA RASTOGI, W/O ANIL
KUMAR RASTOGI, R/0-B-30,
FIRST-FLOOR, SECTOR-
72,NOIDA, GAUTAMBUDH
NAGAR, U.P.201307,changed
my name to ASHA RANI
RASTOGI. 0040540084-1

I Tanya Singh Dixit D/O, Sangeet
Singh R/0 B-2205, Ireo Victory
Valley Sector 67, Gurgaon,
122101. have changed my
name to Rose Singh for all
purposes. 0040540020-1

ISuman W/0-Navin Kumar,
R/0-S-109/11, Kumhar Basti,
Mohammad Pur, R.K.Puram
(Main), Delhi-110066,Have
Chanegd my Nameto Suman
Davi. 0040540091-2

IRashi Sachdeva D/o Sh. Vipan
SachdevaR/0 B-38, Janta
Colony, Shivaji Vihar, Tagore
Garden, Delhi-110027 have
changed my name to Shanaya
Sachdeva for all purposes.

0040540019-1

I Pavani Gujral D/O, Harbinder
SinghR/02/12 A, Third Floor,
Jangpura B, New Delhi-110014
have changed my name to
Pavani Kaur Gujral for all
purposes. 0040540024-1

I, KM.KIRAN SINGH, W/O
RAVINDER KUMAR, H.NO 5931,
GALI.NO.15SINGHARA-CHOWK
NABI-KARIM DELHI-
110055.CHANGED MY NAMETO
KIRAN, FOR ALL PURPOSE

0040540084-6

I, JAGAVI KUKREJA,D/o
Sh.Sandeep Singh, R/0-9/113-
114, Malviya-Nagar, New-Delhi-
110017.have changed my
name,from JAGAVI KUKREJA to
JAGAVI KAUR, for all,future
purposes. 0040540081-5

I1BRIJMOHAN S/0 RAMJI DASS,
H.NO-64-S, SFS-FLAT, SECTOR-7,
JASOLA-VIHAR, DELHI-110025.
HAVE changed my name,to
BRIJ MOHAN SHARMA.

0040540084-5

1Azad S/O,Ram Avadh R/o C-
129-a, prem Nagar Ext., Kirari
Suleman Nagar, New Delhi
have changed my name to
Azad Gautam for all purposes.

0040540059-1

I,Mohd Asif, F/o Ayesha,R/0-
5084,Gali Masjid-Chhappar
Wali Sadar-Bazar,Delhi-
110006,have changed the name
of my minor daughter,from
Ayeshato Ayesha Asif,for
all,purposes. 0040540081-2

I,Have Changed my name from
Surendra Pratap Singh to
Surender Pratap Singh for,all
future purposes. Surender
Pratap Singh S/o0 BabuRam R/0
S-329-B, School-Block,
Shakarpur,Delhi-92.

0040540070-1

I,SATISH Kumar jain,S/o-Shanti
Lal jain,R/0.DDA-Plot.no-148,
state-bank-colony,model-
town,Delhi-09,l have lost my-
original SBI-Employees
cooperative housing-society
Ltd.documents possession-
letter,Allotments-letter
Demand-letter,Bank-challan of
Above plot finder-contact
above-Address.

0040540084-10

ISidak Makkar S/o Harbinder
Singh R/0 C 250 Lohia Nagar
Ghaziabad UP have changed
my name to Sidak Singh.

0040539938-1

1Dr. Vivek Kumar R/o0 B-22,
Residential Complex, Escorts
Heart Institute, Okhla Road,
New Delhi have changed my
younger daughter’s name from
Aadya Kumar to Aadya
Agarwal for all purposes.

0040540028-1

ISanjam Makkar S/o Harbinder
Singh R/0 C 250 Lohia Nagar
Ghaziabad UP have changed
my name to Sanjam Singh.

0040539938-2

PUBLIC NOTICE

Please take notice that my client Sh.
Dayanand S/o Late Sh. Dalip Singh R/o
Village Singhola, Delhi has decided to
disown his daughter-in-laws namely Smt.
Sudesh & Smt. Suman of his deceased
sons Late Sh. Ravinder Kumar & Late
Sh. Hans Raj respectively alongwith his
grandchildren namely Aryan, Sanjana,
Tamanna, Parth and Himanshi. My client
has severed all his relationship with
aforesaid persons due to their
disobedience, unfaithfulness,
disrespectful behavior towards my client
and his wife and my client shall be not
responsible for their acts and misdeeds
committed by them.
Sd/- KULDEEP SHEHRAWAT
ADVOCATE
(D/919/92)
CH. NO. 68, WESTERN WING,
TIS HAZARI COURT, NEW DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my client Smt.
Lalita W/O Late Sh. Mahender Singh
Rathi R/O 2980, Gali Gaywali, Aryapura
Sabzi Mandi, Delhi-110007 disown and
disinherit to her son Sh. Ashutosh Rathi
S/0 Sh. Mahender Singh Rathi and Smt.
Sonam W/O Sh. Ashutosh Rathi both
R/O 2980, Gali Gaywali, Aryapura Sabzi
Mandi, Delhi-110007 from all of her
movable and immovable properties
(Prest above mentioned property
measuring 35 Sq yrds built up upto 2nd
Floor and inherted property about 20 Sq
yrds situated at 3246, Aryapura Sabzi
Mandi Delhi-110007) and also severe all
the relations with them. They have no
relations with them since after today. Any
person/ persons dealing with them will
do the same at his/ her/ their own risk,
cost and consequences and my client
shall not be held responsible/ liable for
any kind of acts/ deeds of them whether

legal or personal. Sd/- S.P. SINGH
Advocate
B-77, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
I'hereby inform to the public at large that
my client Shri Naresh Kumar Sharma
son of Late Shri Bhagwat Swaroop and
his wife of Smt. Pushpa Sharma both
resident of Flat No. 314. Anand Kunj
Apartment, Vikas Puri, New Delhi-
110018, have disowned their son Mr.
Naveen Sharma resident of Flat No.
314, Anand Kunj Apartment. Vikas Puri,
New Delhi-110018 and his wife Smt.
Neha Sharma (presently not residing
with Naveen Sharma) daughter of Shri
Rakesh Sharma resident of House No.
374. Gali No. 8 Khajani Nagar, Johari
Pur, Dayal Pur. North East Delhi 110094,
from their all movable and immovable
assets and also disconnected/severed
all their relation/connection with them. If
anybody deals with them regarding any
transaction, they will do so at their own
risk, costand consequences.
Ad

ASHOK GARG
T7A| F 14 District Center Janakpuri New Delhl

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client Smt. Savitri W/o Late
Parmanand R/o A-207/1, Vijay Vihar,
Phase-1, Rohini, Delhi-110085, have
debarred, disowned their Son Sh.
Vishal @ Dinesh S/o Late Parmanand
& daughter in law Neha W/o Vishal @
Dinesh from all moveable, immovable
properties of my clients and severed
their all relations with them. My clients
shall not be responsible for their acts,
conduct & deeds in future whatsoever.
Anybody dealing with above said
persons are doing so at theirown rlsk
Naveen Sharma (Ad t
H. No. 656, Khera Khurd Delhi- 110082

PUBLIC NOTICE
The general public is hereby informed
that my Clients Sh. Ramesh Jaggi Slo
Lt. Sh. Amarnath Jaggi and his wife Smt.
Neera Jaggi both Resident of House no.
312, Pkt B-4 Sector-8, Rohini, Delhi-
110085 have disowned/debarred their
son namely Honey Jaggi and their
daughter-in-law Swati Sharma Jaggi
and Grandson namely Bhavyansh Jaggi
from all their moveable and immoveable
properties. My clients and their family
members have severed their all kinds of
relations and their family members shall
be at all not responsible of any act done
by them in what so manner in future.
Ravi Soni (Advocate), Ch.No.706,
Lawyers Chamber,Rohini Courts, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client Smt. Rekha Gupta W/o

EDUCATIONAL

SAMKHYA-CLASSES online
tutoring platform for class 6 to
10through presentation at
affordable fee. Contact:-

0050165772-1

8348079145

EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY
E-TENDER NOTICE

The Divisional Railway Manager
(Engg)/E.C.Railway/Samastipur for and
on behalf of the President of India invites
Open Tender from experienced and
financially capable tenderers for the

Late Shri Hansraj Gupta R/o H No.
420,421, Street no. 4B Sant Nagar
Burari Delhi 110084 Has Disowned,
Debarred And Disinherited Their
Son Namely Mr. Hemraj Gupta S/o
Late shri Hansraj Gupta From All
The Movable & Immovable
Properties And Also Severed All
Relations With him With Immediate
Effect. Any Person Dealing With him
In Any Manner Is/Are Doing The
Same At His Own Risk And
Responsibilities And My Client Shall
Not Be Held Responsible For Their
Any Act(s) Deed(s) And Thing(s)
In Any Manner Whatsoever.

Tushar Sharma-Advocate # B-1/103

following works in E-Tendering mode of
IREPS web portal of Indian Railways:-
Tender Notice No : TC-100-2020-SPJ
SI.No.1. Name of work : Special repair
of station building, PF surface of PF No. 1
& 2 & Circulating area at Ghorasahan.
Tender Value (In%) : 94,86,988.79
Earnest Money (In %) : 1,89,700/-
Completion period of the work : 09
Months Tender Notice No : TC-101-
2020-SPJ SI. No.2. Name of work :
Special repair to various staff quarter in
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Assam; Two killed, over 35,000
affected in fresh wave of floods

Guwahati: Two people have
been killed in a fresh wave of
floods in Assam triggered by
heavy rainfall over the last week,
according to data from the state

According to officials, a total
0f 36,707 people in four districts
— Dhemaji, Jorhat, Sivasagar and
Dibrugarh — have been affected
because of last week's rainfall.

- ng George's Medical University U.P., Chowk, Lucknow

Management Authority (ASDMA)
project coordinator Pankaj
Chakrabarty said the situation in
the four districts is “not very bad
yet”. According toan ASDMA bul-

St No.4 Sant Nagar Burari New Delhi-84
PUBLIC NOTICE

Under Instructions from my client, Suresh
Kumar Chawala S/o Pyara Singh, R/o, F-
100, Third Floor, Kirti Nagar, New Delhi-
110015, Public is informed, that my client
has debarred his Elder son, Jatin Chawla
Slo Suresh Kumar Chawla his wife Smt.
Komal Chawla and their daughter from all
his Immovable properties and Movable
assets, as they have become unfaithful,
dishonest, disobedient & bad behavior!
towards my client. My client and other family|
members will not be responsible for their|
any kind of liabilities, dealings, acts, criminal
proceedings, obligations, financial
transactions, claims etc. My client has
severed all relations with them. J.C. Trikha!
(Advocate) C.S., Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi.

the jurisdiction of SSE/W/RXL. Tender
Value (In%) : 94.80,860.08 Earnest
Money (In %) : 1,89,600/- Completion
period of the work : 08 Months Tender
Notice No : TC-102-2020-SPJ SI. No.3.
Name of work : Special reapir of station
building, PF surface of PF Nos. 1 & 2
Circulating area at Bairgania. Tender
Value (In%) : 1,06,29,516.22 Earnest
Money (In %) : 2,03,200/- Completion
period of the work : 09 Months Tender
Notice No : TC-103-2020-SPJ SI. No.4.
Name of work : Repairs to gang
pathway of bridges, bridge boards,
painting of rails, etc. in NKE-RXL-SMI
section. Tender Value (In%) :
64,99,632.15 Earnest Money (In %) :
1,30,000/- Completion period of the
work : 09 Months Tender Notice No :
TC-104-2020-SPJ SI. No.5. Name of
work : Repairs to Station Building &
Platform Surface at Sitamarhi. Tender
Value (In%) : 1,30,37,068.20 Earnest
Money (In %) : 2,15,200/- Completion
period of the work : 12 Months Tender
Notice No : TC-105-2020-SPJ SI. No.6.
Name of work : Repairs to approach road
of LC No. 39 (Mahabir to Dohre Chowk) in
Sakri Yard (600m Long x 6.0m Wide).
Tender Value (In%) : 79,56,861.28
Earnest Money (In %) : 1,59,100/-
Completion period of the work : 09
Months 1. Last date & time for receiving
of Tender in E-Tender mode on IREPS
web portal :- 13/07/2020 upto 15.00
hours. 2. Opening Date & time for E-
Tender : 13/07/2020 after 15.00 hours. 3.
Website particulars where complete
details of tender & tender doucment
can be seen on Website : www.ireps.
gov.in. Amendments / modification if any
shall not be published in the newspapers
but the same shall be uploaded in the

viebsite. Sr. Divisional Engineer/Co-ord

E.C.Railway/Samastipur
PR/337/SPJ/ENGG/ T/20-21/76

PUBLIC NOTICE

FOR AND ON BEHALF OF MY CLIENT DOLLY
MAKKAR W/O SH GURMIT SINGH MAKKAR R/O
89, SHEETAL, APARTMENT, SECTOR-14,
ROHINI, DELHI, | RENU BALA (ADVOCATE)
SERVE THIS PUBLIC NOTICE THAT MY CLIENT
IS THE OWNER OF FLAT NO. 89, SHEETAL
CGHS LTD., PLOT NO. 12, SECTOR-14, ROHINI,
DELHI & SHE HAS LOST ORIGINAL SHARE
CERTIFICATE IN RESPECT OF ABOVE SAID
FLAT WHICH WAS ISSUED BY THE SAID
SOCIETY IN THE NAME OF ORIGINAL
ALLOTTEE SH. NEEL KUMAR DOGRA AND SHE
HAS LODGED A FIRINCR VIDE LR. NO.
366138/2020 DATED 20.06.2020 WITH POLICE
STATION, CRIME BRANCH, DELHI AND THE
SOCIETY HAS ISSUED DUPLICATE SHARE
CERTIFICATE IN RESPECT THEREOF. IF
ANYBODY ~ FINDS  ORIGINAL ~ SHARE
CERTIFICATE, PLEASE INFORM AT THE
ABOVE SAID ADDRESS OR PH. NO.
8851087161 WITHIN 15 DAYS FROM TODAY.
RENU BALA (ADVT.)
Enrl. No. D-4533/2014

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be known that my client JASPAL SINGH
S/0 DARSHAN SINGH & RAJINDER
KAUR W/O JASPAL SINGH BOTH R/O
WZ-27/A, GALI NO. 1, SRI NAGAR,
SHAKUR BASTI, DELHI-110034, have
disowned and severed all their relations
with their son BHUPINDER SINGH with
his wife TAJINDER KAUR and debarred
from their movable and immovable
properties/ assets due to their
misbehavior. If any person, organization,
institution dealing with them in civil and
criminal matter shall be doing at his/ her/
their own risk, cost and responsibility, for
that my client shall not be responsible in
any manner whatsoever.
Sd/- DINESH KUMAR
Advocate
Office No. 5, G.F.,, DDA Market
RU Block, Pitampura, Delhi-34

RTDC Hotel Gangaur

(A Government of Rajasthan Undertaking) Near All India Radio, Station Road, M.L Road, Jaipur,
Phone :- 0141-2371641, 42, 44, 46, Fax : 0141-2371647, E-Mail :- ‘Web : www.rtdein

S. No. : Hotel Gangaur/2020-21/1001
E-BID NOTICE
E-Bids are invited from the leading Hoteliers/Caterers for arrangement of Catering i.e.,
Lunch, Dinner & Hi-Tea etc. for the financial year 2020-21. Details of the same may be seen on
and downloaded from our web site www.rtdc.tourism.rajasthan.gov.in,
www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in & www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in or contract the office of]
undersigned.
UBN No. :- TDC2021SLRC00010
Raj.Samwad/C/20/1316

Date :- 23/06/2020

General Manager
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PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform you my client
Mr. Azaz Ahmed resident of A-85
Old Seemapuri, Street No-01,
Delhi-110095 do hereby
irrevocably, unconditionally and
irreversibly state that he wants to
disown and disinherit his son Mr.
Mehtab Ahmed. From now on his
son will not have any authority to
agree on his behalf and he can’t
bind him to any contracts,
agreement or  commercial
negotiations of any kind.

ADVOCATE ANITA DHINGRA
DELHI HIGH COURT
CH. NO. E-315, Karkardooma Court

Bi®

Online E-Tenders under two Bid system (Technical & Financial) are
invited for Canteen and store at various places at KGMU, U.P. Lucknow.
(A) Tender Notice No.: 79/G.A. Rheumatology deptt (B) Tender Notice
No: 80/G.A 6th Floor New Dental building (C) Tender Notice No:
81/G.A Orthopaedic deptt (D) Tender Notice No:
Ophthalmology deptt (E) Tender Notice No: 83/G.A Dated Queen Marry
Hospital (F) Tender Notice No: 84/G.A General Surgery deptt (G)
Tender Notice No: 85/G.A Near Allahabad Bank (H) Tender Notice No:
86/G.A Near Scanning Centre (I) Tender Notice No: 87/G.A Milk booth
Near MRI Scanning Centre (J) Tender Notice No: 88/G.A Side of MRI
Scanning Centre (K) Tender Notice No: 89/G.A T.G Hostel (L) Tender
Notice No: 90/G.A General Store in T.G Hostel (M) Tender Notice:
91/G.A PMR depatt, RALC Campus (N) Tender Notice No: 92/G.A
Faculty Awas Jagat Narayan Road (O) Tender Notice 93/G.A near foot
over bridge New Dental Building (P) Tender Notice No: 94/G.A General
Store Near in Superintendent office (Q) Tender Notice: 95/G.A Canteen
near Superintendent office (R) Tender Notice No: 96/G.A Trauma
Centre (S) Tender Notice No: 97/G.A Plastic Surgery deptt (T) Tender
Notice No: 98/G.A (Dated 23-06-2020) Medicine deptt. For each type of
work deffenent tender and their defferent E.M.D & tender fee will have be
deposited offline/online. The details of tender document will be available

on e-portal website http://etender.up.nic.in Registral‘

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
ITANAGAR SMART CITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD.
BLOCK IV, 1ST FLOOR, ROOM NO.1, CIVIL SECRETARIAT
ITANAGAR
File No.ITA/SC(SPV)-92/2020-21/ Dated Itanagar, the 22nd June 2020
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS
1. The Chief Executive Officer, Itanagar Smart City
Development Corporation Limited (ISCDCL) invites online e-
tender (items rate tenders) in selection of agencies Supply
and Installation of Water ATMs at 11 locations in Itanagar
under Smart City Mission in two bid system, from eligible
bidders who are registered in appropriate class in any
Central Govt Department / State Government Department/
PSU/ Local Bodies for below mentioned work :-

NIT No.: No.ITA/SC(SPV)-92/2020-21/ 01

Name of the work: Supply and Installation of Water ATMs at

11 locations in Itanagar.

ESTIMATED COST : Rs. 27,41,640/-

EARNEST MONEY : Rs. 27416/- (For APST Contractor)

: Rs. 54832/- (For Non-APST Contractor)

Cost of Tender Paper: Rs. 10000.00

Period of Completion: 2 Months.

Start date and time of submission of bid: 25/06/2020 from

1500 Hrs
Last date and time of submission of bid: 06/07/2020 up to
1600 Hrs.

2. The interested bidders can purchase biding papers online
from the departmental e-Tendering website
http://dud.ar.etenders.in. The full details of work with scope
are uploaded in website. The press notice is also available
in the same website.

i

Sd/-

Chief Executive Officer

Itanagar Smart City Dev.Corp.Ltd
Itanagar

DIPR/ARN -10454-56
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Bank of Baroda

—
= Esoded]| o>

POSSESSION NOTICE (for Immovable Property)

(As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002)
Whereas, the undersigned being the authorised officer of the
Bank of Baroda under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of
power conferred under section 13 (12) read with rule 3 of the security
interest (Enforcement) rules, 2002 issued a demand notice within 60 days
from the receipt of the said notice.
The Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s)/Mortgagor(s) having failed to repay
mortgagor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken
possession of the property/ies described herein below in exericise of
power conferred on him under section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8
ofthe said rules.
The Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s)/Mortgagor(s) in particular and the public in
general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property/ies and any
dealings with the property/ies will be subject to the charge of the
Bank of Baroda forthe amount stated herein below and furtherinterest thereon
atthe contractual rate plus cost, charges and expenses till date of payment
The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section
13 ofthe Act, in respect of time,available to redeem the secured assets.
Name of Borrower / Guarantors & Description of Inmovable Properties
Branch / Name of Borrowers/
Date of Demand Notice / Date of
Pc ion/ Amount Outstanding
Borrower: SriDamodar Singh
Demand Notice: 05.03.2020
Possession Notice: 19.06.2020
Amount: Rs.4,04,660/- (Rupees
Four Lakh Four Thousand Six
Hundred Sixty only) as on
31.03.2018 + Interest charges,
and expenses.
Branch: Naugarh
Loan account-194209/493
Borrower: Mr. Girendra Kumar
S/o Munshi Pandit and Mr.
Munshi Pandit S/o Late Yugal
Pandit
Demand Notice: 04.03.2020
Possession Notice: 20.06.2020
Amount: Rs.6,02,370.24
(Rupees Six Lakhs Two
Thousand Three Hundred
Seventy and Paise Twenty
Four only) as on 03.03.2020 +
Interest charges, and expenses.
Branch: e-Dena, Gaya

Description of the properties

Land and Building in the Name
of Mr. Damodar Singh Situated at
Madanpur District- Aurangabad,
Khata No.147, Plot No.321, Thana
No.785, Tauzi No0.1453 Area
admeasuring 3.5 Decimal.
Boundary: North: Krishna
Swarnakar, South: Sanjay
Prasad, East: Road 12 ft., West:
Road 5ft.

Equitable mortgage of property
Situated at Mohalla-Kharkhura,
PS-Delha, Dist-Gaya, Area 457.2
Sq.ft., Khata No.73 (0)/29 (N), Plot
No.98 (O)/ 701 (N), Ward No. 1
owned by Munshi Pandit S/o Late
Yugal Pandit acquired via sale
deed No. 11418 dated: 13.07.2015
Boundary: North: Property of
Smt. Geet Devi W/o Ramanand
Singh, Late Manju Singh W/o
Shankar Singh Plot No. L.P.- 69,
South: Road (12 ft.), East:
Property of Shri Rajeev Ranjan S/o
Rajeshwar Singh, West: Property
of Shri Govind Tiwari.

Authorised Officer
Bank of Baroda

Place: Gaya
Date: 19.06.2020

81414/HRY.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT:

TENDER NOTICE

government. Assam  State  Disaster letinTuesday evening, 1,071 peo-
ple have beensent torelief camps
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2 JeM militants, 1
CRPF man killed

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR, JUNE 23

TWO JAISH-E-MOHAMMED
(JeM) militants and a Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) head
constable were killed in an en-
counter in South Kashmir’s
Pulwama on Tuesday morning.

The encounter broke out in
Bundzoo village after joint forces
launched a cordon-and-search
operation in the area. Police of-
ficials said during the encounter,
one CRPF man received critical
gunshot injuries and later suc-
cumbed to his injuries. A CRPF
spokesperson identified him as
Head Constable Sunil Kale, ares-
ident of Maharashtra’s Solapur
district.

“During the search operation,
as the presence of terrorists got
ascertained, they were given the
opportunity to surrender.
However they fired indiscrimi-
nately upon the joint search
party, which was retaliated, lead-
ingtoan encounter,” a J&RK Police
spokesperson said.

IGP Kashmir Vijay Kumar
told The Indian Express, “An op-
eration was launched today in
Pulwama which resulted in the
killing of two JeM militants. We
lost one brave head constable of
CRPF. No other collateral

PhD student
missing since
June 13 joined
Hizb: J&K Police

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR, JUNE 23

A PHD student from Srinagar
missing since June 13 has joined
the Hizbul Mujahideen, a top
Jammu and Kashmir Police offi-
cer said on Tuesday.

Hilal Ahmad Dar, a resident of
Srinagar’s Bemina, whois enrolled
as a PhD student in Kashmir
University’s management studies
department, went missing on
June 13 when he went on a
trekking expedition to Ganderbal
district’s Naranag area. While his
friends reached home, he didn’t.
Soon afterwards, his family mem-
bers lodged a missing report.

OnTuesday, IGP Kashmir Vijay
Kumarsaid, “As per report... he has
joined Hizbul Mujahideen. If his
parents bring him back, we won't
arrest him.”

Dar’s family has been staging
protestsin Srinagar and asking po-
lice to locate him. They have also
said that he has no connection
with militancy.

Following an encounter in
Srinagar on Sunday, in which
three militants were killed, re-
ports onsocial media claimed that
Dar was among the slain.
However, his name did not figure
onthelistof militants killed iden-
tified by police sources.

Two UP judges
‘attacked’ on
way to court,
probe ordered

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JUNE 23

A CAR carrying two additional
district judges was allegedly at-
tacked by unidentified miscre-
ants near Dibiyapur in Auraiya
while on their way to the district
court on Tuesday morning.

Police said that the two
judges — Additional District
Judges Rajesh Chaudhary and
Ram Net — escaped unhurt.

While an FIR has been lodged
against unknown people at
Dibiyapur police station, police
have also started a probe into the
absence of a gunner (security
personnel) —who had been ear-
lier assigned to one of the judges.

“The two judges, who live on
the outskirts of the district, were
going to the court in their private
car..whenawindow pane of the
car was broken. In the complaint,
the judges said that while they
were travelling, they heard
noises and the window broke.
The judges said that the car was
attacked by an unidentified per-
son from the car’s left side,”
Superintendent of Police
(Auraiya) Suniti.

“They also raised doubts that
one of the two judges is hearing
a case that could have led to the
attack,” said the SP.

Police have roped in forensic
teams - one from Kanpur and
another from Lucknow -- to in-
spect the car and help them in
their probe.

CEASEFIRE VIOLATION
INKUPWARA BY PAK

Srinagar: The Indian Army
said Pakistani troops violated
the ceasefire in Kupwara dis-
trict’s Machil sector on
Tuesday afternoon. “On 23
Jun 2020, in the afternoon
hours, Pakistan initiated an
Unprovoked  Ceasefire
Violation along the LoC in
Machhal Sector by firing
Mortars and other weapons.
Befitting response is being
given,” said an Army state-
ment. ENS

damage.”

Officials said that local youth
also gathered near the encounter
area and clashed with the secu-
rity forces.

Adefence spokesperson said
two AK-47s recovered during the
operation.

J&K Director General of Police
Dilbag Singh said Tuesday's op-
eration was “another successful
operation”. “Operations are hap-
pening at a regular frequency
now...,” he said.

He said police have reports
that the militants, “especially
JeM is again planning to have
some big [ED incident”.

TAMIL NADU

2 die after ‘torture’in custody,
inJ&K encounter shops to be shut today in protest

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JUNE 23

SEVERAL PEOPLE took to the
streets in Sathankulam, a town
near Thoothukudi, on Tuesday
to protest against the alleged
torture and death of amanand
his son in police custody.

P Jeyaraj (63) and his son
J Fenix (31), both traders, were
taken into custody on Friday for
allegedly violating lockdown
rules. After allegedly being tor-
tured in the police station lock-
up, they were shifted to a sub-
jailand then to hospital, where
they died.

As protesters gathered in
Sathankulam, Tamil Nadu
Traders Association declared
thatall shops in the state would
be shut on Wednesday.
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Arun Balagopalan spoke to the
protesters.

Subsequently, his office said
two sub-inspectors have been
suspended and all officers of
Sathankulam station including
constables transferred.

Arelative of the victims said
they have filed a petition with
the DSP of Sathankulam seek-
ing action against 13 police of-
ficers who allegedly took part

Trader union bodies, political outfits, activists and residents
staged protests in parts of Sathankulam. Express

in the torture. Opposition par-
ties also reached the spot and
demanded action in the matter.
A senior police officer said,
“Our preliminary inquiry
shows there were serious
lapses by the local officers. On
Friday, a police team visited the
victims’ shop and warned them
about following lockdown tim-
ings in running their business.
They obeyed, but allegedly
made some critical remarks. An
auto driver overheard their
comments and informed a po-
lice officer, which led to their
custody and severe torture.”

YATRA IN COVID TIMES: Jagannath Rath Yatra commences in Puri on Tuesday. Temple and
police personnel who were part of the ritual were tested on Monday. P11

GUJARAT HC REITERATES STAY ON RATH YATRA

Pandemic situation in Ahmedabad

can’t be compared to Puri: Court
= 3 T TR i

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD, JUNE 23

GUJARAT HIGH Court on Tues-
dayreiterated its stay on the Rath
Yatra procession in Ahmedabad,
with a bench constituted past
midnight headed by Chief Justice
Vikram Nath observing that the
“situation in Ahmedabad on ac-
count of pandemic of Covid-19
cannot be compared with the sit-
uation in Puri or in the State of
Orissa”.

Several third party interven-
ers - including a builder and BJP
media cell representative, Gujarat
government, Patan Jagannath
mandir, “a devotee”, and the ma-
hant of the temple of “Lord
Jagannath’s uncle (mausal)” in
Saraspur —approached the HC till
aslate as 11 pmon Monday seek-
ing permission for the procession,
all of which were rejected.

In an order issued around 2
am Tuesday, hours before the
procession was to begin, the court
said, “Despite the fact that assur-
ance being given by the State and
all other applicants we stilldo not
find any good ground to recall or

Asymbolic yatra being held on the premises of the
Jagannath temple in Ahmedabad on Tuesday. javed Raja

modify our order dated
20.06.2020. All Civil Applications
are accordingly rejected.”

The district of Ahmedabad
hasrecorded more than 3.5 times
the number of Covid-19 cases
recorded in the state of Odisha.

A division bench of the HC,
comprising Chief Justice Nathand
Justice ] B Pardiwala, had on June
20 directed that there would be
no Rath Yatra in Ahmedabad or
any district in Gujarat this year on
account of the coronavirus pan-
demic, following two applica-

tions moved for urgent hearing.

By Monday, the HC was swa-
mped with applications largely
propelled by the Supreme Court’s
decision to modify its own order
of June 18 where it had stayed the
procession in Puri, Odisha.

With pleas for modification
from several quarters, a bench of
the Chief Justice and Justice
Pardiwala was constituted
around 12.45 am Tuesday and
hearing began 1 am. As the state
argued, the bench remained res-
olute inits decision.

An officer under the district
administration said both father
and son were tortured.

The local officer said an in-
quiry by the SP office revealed
that there were 13-15 officers
at the station when the inci-
dent happened. “When the in-
spector and other officers
started beating the father, his
son questioned this. There are
two versions — one that the son
was beaten when he ques-
tioned the attack on his father,
and another version saying the
son tried to stop the inspector
from using force to prevent the

torture on his father. However,
this led to a brutal torture ses-
sion on father and son at the
station. They were remanded in
Kovilpatti sub-jail under
Sections 188, 383 and 506 (II).
Then they were shifted to
Kovilpatti government hospital
as their condition worsened.
The son died on Monday night
and the father died early
Tuesday,” the officer said.

Arelative of the victims told
The Indian Express that the po-
lice inserted a baton into
Fenix’s private parts, leading to
severe bleeding till his death.
“His father Jeyaraj was also
thrashed, and suffered multi-
ple kicks on the chest. His wife
has moved a petition in the
Madras High Court seeking
court intervention in the
probe.”

Leaders of opposition parties
led by DMK and CPM, and rul-
ing AIADMK's ally BJP, have been
camping at the spot. DMK’s
Thoothukudi MP Kanimozhi
urged District Collector Sandeep
Nanduri to take strict action
against the culprits and de-
manded compensation for the
victims’ family. DMK chief M K
Stalin said the CM should take
responsibility for the deaths as
he holds the home portfolio.

CBI books Videocon’s
Venugopal Dhoot in
corruption case

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE CENTRAL Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has booked
Videocon Industries Ltd chair-
man Venugopal Dhoot in a cor-
ruption case for allegedly duping
aconsortiumof banks, led by the
State of Bank of India, to the tune
of millions of US dollars.

Along with Dhoot, who has
been booked under charges of
corruption, cheating and crimi-
nal conspiracy, the CBI has also
booked unknown officials of the
consortium of banks.

The case is related to an oil
block in Mozambique where
Videocon had interests, and it
had taken a loan from Standard
Chartered Bank (SCB)in London.
This loan was repaid by the SBI-
led consortium against the
Mozambique assets, but the con-
sortium did not take charge of
the assets and Videocon contin-
ued to avail credit facility from
SCB on the block. The block was
finally sold to ONGC Videsh Ltd
and Oil India Ltd in 2014 for $2.5
billion.

The FIRis aresult of the com-
pletion of a ‘preliminary enquiry’
(PE)that the CBI had opened ear-
lier against unknown officials of
the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas, ONGC Videsh, Oil

In politically turbulent Manipur, CBI

summons Cong

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

Amid a tense political situation
in Manipur, where the BJP gov-
ernment led by N Biren Singh is
facing trouble, the CBI has sum-
moned former state CM and
Congress leader Okram Ibobi
Singhina case of alleged corrup-
tion.

Sources said a CBI team has
already reached Manipur and
will question Singh and some
other accused in the case on
Wednesday.

The development comes
days after Congress staked claim
to form the government in
Manipur under Ibobi Singh fol-
lowing resignation of three BJP
MLAs and withdrawal of support
by Conrad Sangma’s National
People’s Party. The Congress had
last week submitted an applica-
tion with Governor Najma
Heptullah to bring a no-confi-
dence motion against the Biren
Singh government.

On November 22 last year,
the CBI had conducted searches
at the residence of Ibobi Singhin
connection with a case of mis-
appropriation of government
funds it had registered against
him and three former chief sec-
retaries of the state. The case per-
tains to alleged misappropria-
tion of state government funds

ex-CM i

o

Okram
Ibobi Singh

worth Rs 332 crore in the
Manipur Development Society
(MDS), where Singh was chair-
man during his 15-year tenure
as chief minister.

“Ibobi Singh will be ques-
tioned tomorrow and in due
course some other accused as
named in the FIR and some wit-
nesses will be questioned,” a CBI
officer said.

Defending the timing of
Singh’s interrogation, the officer
said, “This is not the first time we
are questioning people in the
case. Earlier, too, teams have
been sent to Manipur in connec-
tion with the case — searches
had been conducted and people
questioned. Our investigations
had got stalled in between due
to lockdown.”

Last November, the agency
had raided nine location across
Aizawl (Mizoram), Imphal
(Manipur), and Gurgaon
(Haryana) and claimed to have
recovered Rs 15.47 lakh cash and
demonetised bank notes of the
face value of Rs 36.49. Sources
said demonetised currency of Rs
26.49 lakh face value and Rs

n graft case

11.47 lakh cash were recovered
from Ibobi Singh’s house alone.

The agency also recovered
branded items and eight luxury
cars — Audi, Mitsubishi, Toyota
Fortuner, Honda and Hyundai,
among other makes.

The CBI had then said in a
statement, “It was alleged that
the accused (Ibobi) while work-
ing as chairman of Manipur
Development Society from June
30,2009, to July 6, 2017, in con-
spiracy with others, misappro-
priated government funds to the
tune of Rs 332 crore out of the to-
tal amount of Rs 518 crore en-
trusted to them for executing de-
velopment work.”

Singh was the chief minister
of Manipur between 2002 and
2017.

The CBI had also claimed that
during searches it recovered
“documents related to various
properties including plots,
houses, flats, shops etc.; luxury
cars; details of various bank ac-
counts and other incriminating
documents”.

Other accused mentioned in
the FIR include retired IAS offi-
cers D SPoonia, P C Lawmuknga
and O Nabakishore Singh (all
three held the post of MDS chair-
manin different periods), MDS's
then project director Y
Ningthem Singh, and the
Society’s administrative officer S
Ranjit Singh

4 NPP MLAs flown out of Imphal

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE POLITICAL turmoil contin-
ued in Manipur with the four
NPP MLAs — who had with-
drawn support to the N Biren
Singh-led government on June 17
— being flown out of Imphal on
Tuesday.

While Congress sources in
Manipur said that the NPP MLAs
were taken to Assam for “safe-
keeping”, BJP sources said they
were confident of salvaging their
government without sacrificing
the present Chief Minister.

The central leadership of the
BJP maintained that the matter

NATIONAL SECURITY, DEFAMATION TOP REASONS CITED

Google sees surge in requests to remove content

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

ALONGSIDE THE Centre’s deci-
sion to withdraw special status to
J&K under Article 370, passing of
the Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA)inParliament and the sub-
sequent onset of nationwide
protests, the second half of 2019
saw the highest-ever requests by
Indian authorities toremove con-
tent items from Google, mostly
on YouTube, according toareport
from the company.

Two-thirds of 7,029 items re-
quested for removal from Google

came from police forces, and a
larger chunk than ever was for
“national security” reasons, the
company’s latest transparency re-
port shows.

While “religious offense” and
“national security” as reasons for
contentremoval have been grow-
ing in the last couple of years, a
third of these requests to Google
were over alleged “defamation”,
the largest cited reason for con-
tent removal (2,383 out of 7,029
requests for content takedowns).

Religious offence as a category
first saw a huge spike in requests
in the second half of 2018 (2,545
out of 5,922). It emerged as rea-

son for 26 per cent — 1,868 out of
7,029 — of the requests last year.

“National security” — a cate-
gory that had 542 requests in the
second half of 2017 — had 1,318
listed content removal requests
in the latter half of 2019, accord-
ing to Google's report.

In that period, Google did not
comply with more than half the
requests from police and most of
the company’s non-complaiance
was because there was “not
enough information”, the trans-
parency report stated. The vast
majority (6,472 out of 7,029) of
these items that the authorities
wanted removed were on

YouTube. With 4,422 items re-
quested for removal in the first
half of 2019, Indian authorities in
all requested for 11,451 content
pieces to be removed from
Google. In contrast, content re-
moval requests to Facebook
seem to have takena dipin2019
—102,091 (down from 19,237 in

2018).

Together, Google and
Facebook saw 13,542 items re-
quested for removal.

However, Facebook received
far more requests for user infor-
mation than Google. Last year,
the company received requests
for information on 72,988 ac-

of their government in Manipur
would be sorted by Wednesday.
BJP leader and Assam minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma has been
visiting Imphal every day as a
troubleshooter for the BJP and
has been in talks with all allies.

“The four NPP MLAs have
been taken to Guwahati today.
They are, like many other people
inManipur, completely disgrun-
tled with the CM. Their demand
is that they will not support a
government with the present
CM. If the BJP decides to change
the chief minister, then itis a dif-
ferent matter,” said a Congress
source.

ACongressinsider added that
there have been rumblings

counts, according to Facebook’s
trans-parency report. The num-
ber of requests from the author-
ities to Google for user informa-
tion has also increased over
the years.

The authorities are also re-
sorting to larger bulk requests to
the Internet giant for content re-
moval. While requests on aver-
age would target 45 items since
2009, last year saw fewer re-
quests (790), but they were on
average requesting removal of 80
items. Since 2009, Indian author-
ities have sent Google over 8,200
removal requests with over
43,000 items.

New Delhi

among the BJP's allies. He said the
Congress was in talks with the
four MLAs of Naga People’s Front,
Nagaland's ruling party and a BJP
ally. “The NPF MLAs told us that
they are not consulted on any de-
cision and therefore feel left out
of the government,” a Congress
source said.

The NPP withdrew its sup-
port to the Biren Singh govern-
ment on the same day that three
BJP MLAs resigned and joined the
Congress. Manipur’s lone TMC
MLA and an independent MLA
are also learnt to have lent sup-
port to the Congress, giving the
Congress the strength to demand
a no-confidence motion against
Manipur's first BJP government.

India Ltd, Bharat Petro Resources
Ltd and the consortium of banks.
The agency had alleged that
these entities had “colluded with
the directors and promoters of
M/s Videocon Mozambique
Rovuma 1 Ltd (VMRL), a sub-
sidiary of M/s Videocon
Hydrocarbons Holding Ltd
(VHHL)(a company registered in
Cayman Istands) with intent to
cause undue pecuniary gain to
Videocon Industries Limited”.

According to the CBI, the PE
indicated thatin2008, VHHL ac-
quired 10 per cent participating
interest in the oil and gas block in
Rovuma Area 1 Block
Mozambique from M/s
Anadarko (a US-based petro-
leum company).

In April, 2012, the consortium
of banks sanctioned a Standby
Letter of Credit (SBLC) facility of
$2.7billion to VHHL for appraisal
and development of overseas oil
and gas assets in Mozambique,
Brazil and Indonesia, and other
funding requirements. The SBLC
facility at $1.1 billion was refi-
nanced, which includes an out-
standing amount of $400 million
of Standard Chartered Bank,
London, the CBl has alleged. “The
first charge on VIL's oil and gas as-
set was a part of SCB security,”
the CBI has said.

FULL REPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Film project on
Malabar revolt
leader sparks
controversy

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE 23

A FILM project on a prominent
Muslim leader of the Malabar up-
rising of 1921 has triggered sharp
reactions by the Sangh Parivarand
demands to scrap production of
the film in Kerala.

The Malabar rebellion, also
known as Moplah rebellion, was
an uprising of Muslims tenants
against the British authorities and
their Hindu allies. It has been of-
ten perceived to be one of the first
nationalist uprisings in southern
India. The episode led to the large-
scale killings of Hindus in the
Malabarregionand remainsa de-
bated topic among historians.

Actor-director  Prithviraj
Sukumaran on Monday an-
nounced a film on
Variyamkunnath Kunjahammed
Haji, who was shot dead by British
police in Malappuram. “Shooting
of Variyamkunnan would begin
next year, marking 100 years of
the Malabar revolt, which has
been deliberately pushed into
oblivion”, he said on social media.

However, the announcement
sparked a hate campaign against
the makers on social media.

Amid the controversy, BJP
leader and filmmaker Ali Akbar
also announced a film “to expose
the true face of the uprising”.
Referring to Hindus killed during
the uprising, he said, “They are the
heroes, who were not ready to
change religion, those who gave
Ram’s name to the enemy. Those
who fought till the last minute...”

Sasikala, Kerala president of
the Hindu Aikya Vedi,an umbrella
outfit of pro-BJP organisations,
said, “We (Hindus) would react
and thatwould be adifferentreac-
tion, which would not be on your
expected lines. Like the Hindus of
1921, the Hindus of 2021 are not
ready to get annihilated.”

Director Ashiq Abu said, “The
Malabar rebellion has a history
which has been deliberately con-
cealed. There could be more than
one film on the same topic.” Two
more films on the topic were an-
nounced by different makers on
Monday.
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Trump decision to suspend new work visas could dim
‘American dream’, may also delay recovery of US economy

NMONDAY, US president Donald Trump signed an order to temporarily sus-

pend new work visas, including the H1-B visa for highly skilled workers, in

order to bar the entry of new immigrants into the country — the suspension

will be effective till the end of the year. The decision has ostensibly been
taken to help American workers during this extraordinary upheaval in the labour market
caused by the disruption in economic activities due to the spread of COVID-19. However,
the move, as well as its timing, suggest that Trump is using the COVID pandemic as an op-
portunity to harden immigration laws — an issue that has been a cornerstone of his admin-
istration’s agenda, which blames “outsiders” for a range of problems ranging from unem-
ployment to crime — in the run-up to the US presidential polls in November. A recovery
in the labour market, he calculates, could strengthen his chances of reelection. That may
or may not be true, but decisions driven by narrow and short-term political considera-
tions often ignore the larger costs over the long run. For a country that has long champi-
oned the cause of globalisation, and the benefits that flow from embracing diversity and
the free movement of capital and labour, a halt to immigration, even if temporary, marks
areversal of long cherished ideals. Even as it thickens the shadow over the “American
dream”, it is likely to hurt innovation and delay the recovery of the US economy.

The economic arguments most often made against immigration in the US are straight-
forward, and simple-minded: Immigrants take away jobs from American workers, their
influx leads to lower wages, and they take advantage of the generous welfare benefits. The
evidence, however, suggests overwhelmingly that immigrants have contributed to the
country’s economic success. As a major recipient of the best and the brightest from across
the world, the US tech industry is likely to bear the brunt of the new restrictions. Not sur-
prisingly, major US tech firms have already begun to speak out against against the visa pol-
icy. “Immigration has contributed immensely to America’s economic success, making ita
global leader in tech, and also Google the company it is today,” said Alphabet CEO, Sundar
Pichai, himself an immigrant, on Twitter. “Very much disagree with this action. In my ex-
perience, these skillsets are net job creators,” said Elon Musk.

Suspending work visas may not even help American workers in the labour market. As
some have argued, these visas are needed to recruit workers for jobs that local American
workers are either unwilling or unable to do. US-based firms may face difficulties in fill-
ing up positions that require specific skills in sectors that drive economic activity and
which in turn contribute to expanding employment opportunities for local labour. Thus,
these restrictions are neither good for America, nor for India, which is likely to suffer dis-
proportionately — Indians had applied for as many as 1.84 lakh, or 67 per cent of the to-
tal H-1B work visas, for the current financial year ending March 2021. India must put
forth its concerns, Trump administration must reconsider its decision.

MUMBAI SLOWDOWN

Decline in Covid growth rate in Maharashtra is heartening.
State mustn’t lower guard, there are lessons for other hot spots

AHARASHTRA HAS BEEN the bellwether state in India amid the coron-

avirus pandemic. It is heartening, therefore, to see the state report a slow-

downinthe spread of the disease over an extended period of time. The de-

cline in the cumulative daily growth rate of coronavirus numbers in
Maharashtra, which began in May, has continued through June, and has dragged down the
national growth rate as well. There is evidence to suggest that some interventions by the
state government in the last two months might be showing a positive impact. Creation of
large makeshift hospitals in Mumbai has partly addressed the shortage of beds in the city. A
large proportion of the new bed capacity created by the state is equipped with oxygen sup-
port which can prove to be life-saving in critical patients. Mumbai authorities also seem to
have done well in identifying and tracing the primary contacts of infected patients. Dharavi,
atleast for now, is not turning into the nightmare that it could have been.

As Delhi looks set to overtake Mumbai as the city with the maximum number of infec-
tions, there can be important learnings that the national capital could borrow, and indeed other
hot spots can emulate as well. Provision for oxygen-supported beds, mobile dispensaries
and neighbourhood flu clinics, door-to-door surveillance and tracing of primary and second-
ary contacts are some of the things that Mumbai seems to have done with some success,
that need to be replicated elsewhere. Delhi appears to be struggling right now, and has one
of the fastest growing COVID numbers. It needs to act fast.

Atthe same time, the battle is not yet won for Mumbai and Maharashtra. Far from it. Apart
from the fact that the trends can change anytime, there is also the problem of misinterpret-
ing data. The numbers that get reported everyday — new cases and deaths — are not the
numbers for that particular day only. There is often a time lag in reporting cases, and there-
fore a lot of the backlog gets added every day. Spotting growth trends with this kind of data
can prove to be erroneous. Also, there is the issue of nearly stagnant testing numbers in
Mumbai — it is quite possible that a large number of positive cases are not getting captured
and reported. Maharashtra, therefore, needs to build on its efforts and continue to consoli-
date the small gains, carefully. The time for lowering the guard has not yet come.

A DIFFERENT FRAME

Joel Schumacher was a film director who played by his own
rules, loved to mix it up

OEL SCHUMACHER WAS part of one of the first all-black big-studio films (The Wiz),

and gave his first hits with consummately white teenager movies such as The Lost Boys.

He started out as a costume designer for Woody Allen, but is mostly credited with one

of the biggest wardrobe malfunctions of all time, for a Batman film. The film direc-
tor, who died of cancer at the age of 80 on Tuesday, loved to mix it up.

Schumacher’s career, which can be traced to screenwriting stints that go back to 1976,
included critical successes (8mm) and duds (Batman and Robin), newcomers (Matthew
McConaughey)and old talent (Robert De Niro), Vietnam (Tigerland) and musicals (Phantom
of the Opera). But, as happens with filmmakers who play by few rules except their own, and
who get tagged with titles such as stylish and fun, he never broke into the awards league
—afew nominations that didn’t turn into statuettes. Not that it ever bothered Schumacher,
who was openly gay and, as evident in the tributes that poured in, hilarious and witty. His
dalliance with Batman perhaps tells that story best. Schumacher was brought to the fran-
chise after Tim Burton’s two films on the caped crusader. Burton’s world is far removed from
Schumacher’s. And the latter didn't disappoint — as has been said, Batman, in their respec-
tive hands, moved from being eerie to energetic.

But neither of Schumacher’s two Batmans passed the fan-atic test — despite Val Kilmer’s
full lips and George Clooney’s chiselled chin, frankly the only two features that matter under
the mask. All people noticed were the nipples on Schumacher’s Batman’s costume. To the end,
Schumacher remained unapologetic about it, saying in an interview, “Such a sophisticated
world we live in where two pieces of rubber the size of erasers on old pencils, those little
nubs, can be anissue. It’s going to be on my tombstone, [ know it.” Time for a rewrite.

This crisis is different

Response must also break with pattern: Cut interest
rates, increase liquidity, allow fiscal deficit to widen

JAHANGIR AZ1Z

THERE IS A well-established pattern to eco-
nomic crises in emerging markets (EMs). In
the years preceding the crisis, because of
loose fiscal and monetary policies, the econ-
omy goes into a demand overdrive that
spikes inflation and widens the current ac-
count deficit, which is financed by foreign
capital chasing the promise of even higher
growth and asset prices. At some point, the
overdrive is perceived as unsustainable,
which triggers a reassessment of growth, in-
flation, and financial stability. Domestic and
foreign investors stop new investments, large
capital outflows ensue, and banks stop giving
new loans and rolling over old ones on fears
of worsening credit quality. Growth collapses
and a full-blown economic crisis follows.

The 1995 Mexican, the 1997 Asian, the
1999 Russian, the 2008 sub-prime, and the
2013 Taper Tantrum are all examples of such
crises. In the case of India, the 1981-82, the
1991-92, and the 2013 crises all had the same
characteristics.

There is also a well-established pattern
to responding to such crises. The first re-
sponse is to restore confidence in policy-
making, which typically means large in-
creases in interest rates, massive withdrawal
of liquidity, and deep cuts in fiscal deficit.
The second step is to restart the economy by
restructuring the tattered balance sheets of
banks, firms, and households where the as-
set side had been severely overvalued onin-
flated views of growth, profits, and income
prior to the crisis. This means debt restruc-
turing and bank recapitalisation aided by
privatisation, closures, and mergers. These
measures often need to be bolstered by
structural reforms with the economic crisis
making it easier to forge the political con-
sensus for them.

The pandemic is not such a crisis. Before
the COVID-19 outbreak, far from overheat-
ing, India was already struggling with slow-
ing growth, falling incomes and profits, and
afinancial system that had virtually shut off
the flow of credit as it wrestled with its bad
debt burden. This is not an instance of a fi-
nancial crisis turning into an economic shock

As in a typical crisis, what
happens to the economy’s
balance sheets also becomes
critical. Except the causality
runs opposite. Balance sheets
will be damaged not because
of prior excesses but because
of the collapse in incomes
during the lockdown.
Consequently, debt doesn’t
need to be restructured to
resume the flow of credit and
get the recovery going,
Instead, what is needed is
adequate income support to
households and firms to
provide the needed time and
space for the recovery to take
hold, which, in turn, would
repair much of the damage to
the balance sheets. But the
fiscal response so far has been
inexplicably restrained.

weighed down by damaged balance sheets.
Instead, this is an instance of an economic
shock that could turn into a financial crisis if
the damaged balance sheets are not repaired.

Sowhatis the first response in this case?
Do the opposite of what is done in a typical
EM crisis: Cut interest rates, increase liquid-
ity support, and allow the fiscal deficit to
widen. The RBI has done the first two gener-
ously, although with the coming disinflation,
itneeds to cut interest rates much more. The
government's approach to fiscal policy, how-
ever, seems ambivalent. As it should be clear
by now, the overall fiscal support from the
government will be limited to 2 per cent of
the GDP because that is the line on the sand
it has drawn for itself. So all the revenue
shortfall and the pandemic-related budget-
ary support must add up to 2 per cent of the
GDP. If the revenue shortfall is more than 2
per cent of GDP, then total spending will need
to be cut.

Asinatypical crisis, what happens to the
economy’s balance sheets also becomes crit-
ical. Except the causality runs opposite.
Balance sheets will be damaged not because
of prior excesses but because of the collapse
in incomes during the lockdown.
Consequently, debt doesn’t need to be re-
structured to resume the flow of credit and
get the recovery going. Instead, what is
needed is adequate income support to
households and firms to provide the needed
time and space for the recovery to take hold,
which, in turn, would repair much of the
damage to the balance sheets.

But the fiscal response so far has been
inexplicably restrained. In the last few
weeks, one rating agency has downgraded
the country’s rating while another has reaf-
firmed it. If one looks under the hood of the
two agencies’ reports, then the only differ-
ence between themisa 12 per cent-point
gap in their medium-term growth forecasts.
The one with the more sombre forecast
downgraded the rating while the one with
the marginally higher projection reaffirmed
it. It wasn’t because one rating agency pro-
jected a higher deficit for 2020-21 than the

other.

Just like in any other EM economy, what
matters today is the assurance of medium-
term growth and not a few higher or lower
points of GDP in this year's fiscal deficit. To
do that, the government needs to allow the
deficit to rise to accommodate not just the
decline in revenue but also provide adequate
income support such that the recovery is not
hamstrung by impaired balance sheets.
Some have argued that the government, in-
stead, needs to offset the decline on private
demand by increasing public spending. This
is an odd argument. One would have thought
that using the same resources to ensure that
private demand did not decline was the more
natural and efficient response rather than
letting it collapse and then compensating it
with higher government spending.

The RBI, too, has a very large role to play.
As elsewhere, it is now the only entity that
has a strong enough balance sheet to provide
any meaningful support. Apart from keep-
ing markets flush with liquidity and low in-
terest rates, whichit is already doing, the RBI
needs to undertake extensive quantitative
easing to keep bond yields from spiking given
the likely large increase in deficit.

Because of the depth of the growth
shock, bad debt will rise. The natural instinct
of banks is to cut back credit because of
worsening credit quality. To prevent this
from happening, the RBIwill need to extend
substantial regulatory forbearance on ac-
counting norms, provisioning rules, and, if
needed, even capital requirements. In addi-
tion, like the US Fed and the ECB, the RBI
might also need to provide liquidity directly
to corporates, instead of through banks sup-
ported by government guarantees as pro-
posed now.

These proposals are likely to raise more
than just eyebrows. However, this is nota cri-
sis like the ones before. This time around, we
need to weigh not the cost of taking these
measures but the cost of not taking them.

The writer is chief emerging markets
economist, JP Morgan. Views are personal
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Digital media is redefining modes of political communication and mass contact

BHUPENDER YADAV

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION is the bedrock of a suc-
cessful and vibrant democracy. Debates, dis-
cussions and a healthy exchange ofideas goa
long way in strengthening the foundations of
democratic systems. Countries across the
globe took to newer modes of public commu-
nication even as their democracies kept evolv-
ing. With the advent of the printing press in
the 15th century, science and knowledge
found the fuel to spread from one corner of
the world to the other. These printing presses
also played a major role in the Renaissance
that swept through Europe in the 15th and
16th centuries.

The first experiment with public gather-
ings to take political ideas to people happened
when the 19th century was drawing toa close.
William Ewart Gladstone, who got elected as
Britain’s prime minister in 1892, had made
public gatherings the medium to communi-
cate his political ideas. Around the same time,
leaders in America too were engaged in sim-
ilar experiments.

During India’s freedom struggle, the trend
of using newspapers and magazines for com-
munication picked up. Post-Independence,
political parties continued to use them to
further their political discourse. In fact,
newspapers and magazines became a tool
for politicians to convey their ideas to
the masses.

Around the same time, radio emerged asa
medium that notonly provided a platform for
political debates butalso helped to spread so-
cial awareness even in distant villages. Radio

Home Minister Amit Shah’s
Bihar jansamvad rally has
introduced us to a new
experience of digital
communication. The
digitally-held rally saw the
participation of crores of
people. The experiment was
also important from the
point that it allowed such a
huge programme to be
organised with such little
resources and so little time.

programmes on farming, women empower-
ment and other indigenous issues were re-
ceived well by people.

The entry of television triggered a huge
transformation. The presence of visuals was
television’s biggest advantage. It is for this rea-
son that TV has remained a medium for de-
bates between political parties.

The advent of new mediums, however, has
inno way rendered the old modes of commu-
nication redundant. Even in this era of social
media, print, radio and television remain rel-
evant in several ways. Programmes such as
“Kaun Banega Mukhyamantri’ and political
exit polls keep people glued to television.
Radio continues to be widely popular among
the urban youth. Newspapers have undergone
changes to meet the requirements of chang-
ing times.

The digital mode of communication is
now the most effective mode of communica-
tion. Tweets and Facebook posts are sources of
information even for the so-called main-
stream communication channels. However,
the discussions happening on these platforms
seldom result in ideas that last.

The situation emerging from the coron-
avirus pandemic signals changes in the ways
of public communication and mass contact.
With social distancing norms becoming
mandatory amid the growing need for public
communication, media has emerged as a
powerful platform. Since India is a multi-party
democracy, political parties are expected to
keep channels of communication open even

during difficult situations.

Home Minister Amit Shah’s Bihar
jansamvad rally has introduced us to a new
experience of digital communication. The
digitally-held rally saw the participation of
crores of people. The experiment was also
important as it allowed such a huge pro-
gramme to be organised with such little re-
sources and so little time. Because a large
number of people turn up at public rallies, a
lot of resources are spent in managing the lo-
gistics. And it is only natural for the public to
join public communication programmes
with enthusiasm.

The success of these digital innovations in
publiccommunication has opened the doors
foritsincreased use in the times to come. This
has also been possible because of the grow-
ing penetration of digital technology in India’s
rural areas. There is no doubt it will aid in
strengthening public participation in India’s
democracy.

AsIndia enters a technology-driven world,
changes in the country’s political discourse
are natural and communication between par-
ties and people will become simpler. Itis also
possible that the use of banners, posters and
pamphlets will reduce in the near future and
thereislikely to be greater acceptance of cam-
paigning through digital means. The country
is, without a doubt, entering a new phase of
political public communication.

The writer is general secretary, BJP,
and Rajya Sabha MP
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SANJAY GANDHI DEAD

SANJAY GANDHI DIED this morning when
the plane he was co-piloting crashed in
Chanakyapuri. Gandhi and his co-pilot
Subhash Saxena died instantaneously when
the plane meant for stunt flying nose-dived
and crashed after hitting a tree. By the time,
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi reached the ac-
cident site, both bodies had been placed in
anambulance. The Prime Minister asked for
the red blanket covering Sanjay Gandhi’s
body to be removed and when she saw the
mangled remains, she broke down and wept.
After theinitial shock, she regained her com-
posure and though she wept now and then,

for the most part, she hid her grief behind
her dark glasses.

A SPIN CAUSED IT

AVIATION EXPERTS WHO examined the
crash site have said preliminary investiga-
tions indicated that the plane crashed while
the pilot was performing a spin and was
about to pull up. Experts said the plane had
probably drifted lower than the minimum
prescribed height of 500 feet to 1,000 feet.
That the plane had crashed while perform-
ingaspinis evident from the fact thatit did
not drag for a long distance after hitting the
branches. The crash site was barely a few

New Delhi

hundred metres away from where a trainer
aircraft had crashed a few years ago.

PARLIAMENT ADJOURNED

THERE WAS AN atmosphere of stunned si-
lence in Parliament as the Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha met briefly to mourn the death
of Sanjay Gandhi. The Lok Sabha heard the
announcement of the death in the quiver-
ing voice of Speaker Balram Jakhar. The ad-
journment of the Rajya Sabha was without
precedent. The Chairman M Hidayatullah
played a glowing tribute to the Prime
Ministr’s younger son, who he said had
come to represent the younger generation.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“CPEC is too important to be embroi

led in needless controversies by officials

who revel in a culture of non-disclosures. Now that phase two of CPEC is about
to commence, transparency should be a key priority for all stakeholders.”

—DAWN

India, China, the red lines

China must recognise that India too has non-negotiable core concerns, aspirations, interests.
The principle of equal and mutual security is fundamental

IN ONE FELL swoop, China, with Xi Jinping in
the core leadership position of the CPC and
with ultimate responsibility as the Chairman
of China’s Central Military Commission, has
effectively destroyed the edifice of bilateral
relations so painstakingly built post the
Chinese aggression of 1962. Hubris, internal
insecurities in China, the COVID-19 pandemic
and the complex and confused external envi-
ronment have led to caution being thrown to
the winds. Perhaps, the anticipated medium
and long-term competition posed by India
from the ideological, strategic and economic
points of view began to loom larger and
Beijing felt that this was a good opportunity
toonce again assert its self- proclaimed terri-
torial claims in Ladakh. That may have been
a grave error of judgement. Military adven-
tures like the recent barbaric one unleashed
by the Chinese in Galwan have a habit of end-
ing up with nasty surprises.

Parallels are being drawn between what
happened in 1962 with recent events in east-
ern Ladakh. These do not bear scrutiny.
However, China’s recent military actions in
Ladakh clearly violate the signed agreements
of 1993, 1996, 2005, etc on maintaining
peace and tranquillity along the Line of
Actual Control. These actions are in violation
also of other signed agreements, including
atthe highest level, and contradict positions
taken by Xi himself at the informal Wuhan
and Chennai summits in 2018 and 2019.

In June 2003, Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and Premier Wen Jiabao signed a
Declaration on Principles for Relations and
Constructive Cooperation between our two
countries. The third principle states: “The
two countries are not a threat to each other.
Neither side shall use or threaten to use force
against the other.” This was more than reit-
erated in the agreement signed in April 2005
on the Political Parameters and Guiding
Principles for settlement of the India China
boundary question. Article 1 states, inter alia:
“Neither side shall use or threaten to use
force against the other by any means.”

In past years, Chinese intrusions along
the LAC were sustained despite the agree-
ments referred to earlier but peace and tran-
quillity was maintained. A qualitative change
though occurred in Chinese perceptions af-
ter the Doklam face-off. That necessitated
the first informal summit at Wuhan in April
2018. The underlying effort then was to en-
sure that peace and tranquillity in the bor-
der areas are maintained while placing seri-
ous difficulties on the back burner. One
important outcome of that summit was the
agreement to continue to meet at the high-
estlevel and to enhance trust and strengthen
strategic communication.

The second informal summit between Xi
and Narendra Modi in Chennai in October
2019 took place in the aftermath of the rev-
ocation of Article 370 by India and China’s
unnecessary and unsuccessful attempt to
raise the issue in the UN Security Council. By
then, many other developments — both in-
ternal and external — had added pressure on
China. The Chinese had said that the Chennai

summit would enable a candid and in-depth
exchange of views on bilateral relations and
major international and regional issues of
common concern. With hindsight, one can
argue that the deception began there.

China’s state-run news agency Xinhua,
on October 12, 2019, provided the Chinese
version of the outcome of the Chennai sum-
mit. It quoted Xi as having told Modi that
“maintaining and developing good relations
between the two countries is China’s un-
wavering policy” and that “we must — in-
ject a strong endogenous impetus to bilat-
eral relations”. Xi also made it clear that
some of the problems between our two
countries are serious and require both sides
to “correctly view each other’s development
and enhance strategic mutual trust”. He
pointed to a lack of appreciation of each
other’s core interests and the need to “pru-
dently deal with” such issues. He sought
support for the BRI and CPEC.

At Chennai, the Chinese undoubtedly
drew some red lines. Which of these does
China feel India has crossed? Why does
China fear India crossing these lines? And
why did China not follow up on Xi’s call for
greater strategic communication and en-
hancing trust?

Ironically, the warning signals began
during Xi’s own visit to India in September
2014 when he publicly announced that
China was a neighbour of South Asia and
announced assistance packages for coun-
tries in the region. (CPEC became a part of
BRI during Xi’s subsequent visit to Pakistan
in April 2015).

One fundamental red line is China’s long-
held and strategic interest in parts of Jammu
and Kashmir that border Xinjiang and Tibet
and allow connectivity between the two. We
in India have wrongly argued that it is
Pakistan that is the issue in J&K. China is as
big an issue but has quietly hidden behind
Pakistan’s cover. That is no longer feasible as
democratic India becomes economically and
otherwise stronger.

The trust between our leaderships and
nations has been seriously impaired by the
events in Ladakh. The next casualty will be
the effort to enhance strategic communica-
tion. The so-called Strategic and Cooperative
partnership of 2005 and the Closer
Development Partnership of 2014 can now
be buried.

Ironically, the warning
signals began during Xi’s
own visit to India in
September 2014 when he
publicly announced that
China was a neighbour of
South Asia and announced
assistance packages for
countries in the region.
(CPEC became a part of BRI
during Xi’s subsequent visit
to Pakistan in April 2015).
One fundamental red line is
China’s long-held and
strategic interest in parts of
Jammu and Kashmir that
border Xinjiang and Tibet
and allow connectivity
between the two. We in India
have wrongly argued that it
is Pakistan that is the issue
in J8K. China is as bigan
issue but has quietly hidden
behind Pakistan’s cover. That
is no longer feasible as
democratic India becomes
economically and otherwise
stronger.

CR Sasikumar

The Special Representatives process to
address the boundary question seems stale-
mated and its usefulness needs review. The
2005 agreement contains the necessary pa-
rameters for a boundary settlement but
there is obviously not adequate common
ground. Some positivity can, however, be
brought in if the LAC clarification process is
revived and completed in a time-bound
manner. But this is easier said than done in
the prevailing circumstances. Patrolling pro-
cedures will need to be revised, preferably
by mutual agreement.

The current nature of the economic part-
nership between India and China is not sus-
tainable. India’s annual trade deficit with
China in recent years virtually finances a
CPECayear! China has still not fulfilled all its
commitments to India on joining the WTO
in 2001. Indian business and industry must
stop taking the easy option. Some costs will
no doubt go up but there can be environmen-
tal advantages of switching to other sources
of technology and equipment. There is more
than one available source of financial invest-
ments in Indian ventures.

Bilateral dialogue mechanisms will con-
tinue their desultory course. Onissues of in-
terest to India such as terrorism, we get no
support from China. Cooperation on river
waters has not evolved. On the global agenda,
on issues such as climate change, dialogue
and cooperation will continue in multilat-
eral fora depending on mutual interest.

The response of the government of India
to China’s recent actions in Ladakh must be
an all-of-government one, indeed an all-
India one — covering all sectors including
heightened security and be coordinated,
consistent and implemented with spine. This
is not a question of nationalism or patriot-
ism but of self-esteem and self-respect.

Bilateral relations between India and
China cannot progress unless there is peace
on the borders and China recognises that
India too has non-negotiable core concerns,
aspirations and interests. The principle of
equal and mutual security is fundamental.
No country can have a veto on India’s rela-
tions with any other country or group of
countries.

The writer is a former ambassador to
China and is currently Distinguished Fellow
at the Delhi Policy Group. Views are personal

A song for the pandemic

In different places, at different times, art has helped when nothing else has

IT'S A HUMBLING moment when human
beings have to take the difficult decision to
hide in their homes to save themselves.
When it happened earlier this year, with
the COVID-19 calamity turning into a pan-
demic, the world turned to the arts —
earnestly, urgently and even as a remedy.
Be it the Italians and Spaniards singing and
performing from their balconies, or the cit-
izens of Wuhan chanting from their win-
dows or numerous musicians singing,
dancing and playing instruments in their
homes and reaching our living rooms
through the internet, there was the hope
that it would help alleviate the load that
was constantly piling up — the fears around
work, life, survival and even death.

The morbidity of these thoughts has
been difficult. In all the science, numbers
and politics surrounding the virus, the one
thing that has been a significant source of
comfort is the arts. Music and dance have
given a sense of self-awareness, commu-
nity, identity and solidarity. We, the peo-
ple of the world, have a song for every oc-
casion. Like birth and death, the pandemic
is also being sung about. In this scheme, as
surreal as the pandemic s, it is not special.
And when it isn’t special, it is likely not to
be insurmountable.

When famed American cellist Yo Yo Ma
sits in his living room and performs live on

the internet, the warmth, the despondency
and the joy of it all makes one want to get
out of bed and go about a fabricated rou-
tine, in the hope that things will be normal
one day. He may not know it himself, but
it’'s remarkable to watch how a great cellist
is looking after the mental health of so
many people all over the world. Or when
Carnatic classical vocalist Bombay Jayashri
Ramnath allows us to enter her music
room, letting us be a part of her riyaaz and
teaching session — that world of
Muthuswami Dikshitar compositions was-
n’tavailable to us like this before. Concerts
are a different ball game.

“Sing it out baby... Just remember,
we're gonna get through it,” said Jon Bon
Jovi in one of his recent videos. And right
after, he strummed his guitar and gave usa
song, If you can’t do what you do, do what
you can. In the vacuum of lives at this point,
it stuck. Then there was the art of move-
ment that strummed the heartstrings in
another way. When New York-based bal-
let dancer and performer Ashlee Montague
stepped out onto an empty Times Square
in New York to dance in March, in a gas
mask, her grace lingered. “Art will endure.
Art will survive. Art will thrive,” she wrote
on Instagram.

Flipping through the pages of world
history, one finds that music and disease

have always been joined at the hip. In the
16th century, during the second wave of
the plague pandemic in Europe, the
Archbishop of Milan, Carlo Borromeo,
asked citizens to sing from their doors and
windows during quarantine. He was con-
cerned that processions could encourage
the transmission. A hymn, Stella celi extir-
pavit (Star of heaven), a plea to Virgin Mary,
appears in various documents and has ref-
erences to “ulcers of death”, inflammation
— one of the symptoms of the Black Death.
In the early 16th century, when the plague
prompted Henry VIII to shut his court and
be quarantined in Windsor, he chose his
doctor and the court organ player Dionisio
Memo to stay. The German composer
Johann Sebastian Bach, in 1723, wrote his
Cantata No. 25, titled There is Nothing
Healthy in My Body, a year after the great
plague of Marseille, France, which had left
1,00,000 people dead including his wife
and half of his 20 children. In this, Bach
called the world “a hospital”. The piece is
not just documentary evidence of what
transpired but also a musical expression of
what the world was going through.

So why was music deemed so impor-
tant? Probably because art has helped
when nothing else has managed to get
through to the crevices of our self.

But if we fathom the significance of art,

how do we not consider the artistes wor-
thy? We may say emphatically, that we do.
But the situation on the ground is different.
The artiste has been deemed “non-essen-
tial”. With some of the most notable con-
cert halls shutting down all over the world,
a lot of them permanently, orchestras and
classical musicians out of work, folk musi-
cians are struggling to make ends meet. It’s
turning into an extremely challenging situ-
ation, especially in India where coronavirus
packages don't mention artistes.

But the arts may help with COVID 19
too. Scientists at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT), are attempting to un-
derstand the pandemic and the structure
of the coronavirus by setting it to music.
The spikes made of amino acids have been
assigned a note in a musical scale, thus
mapping the virus’s movement in the form
of a music score to better understand the
pathogen and make the world hear what
it cannot see. This understanding may help
us find a life that isn’t marred by the coro-
navirus. To me, it attests to the fact that in
the high stakes battle that the entire world
is fighting, the arts are fighting alongside
— in an attempt to give hope, to tell the
world to “have faith”, hang in there. We'll
make it out of the maze. Just hang in there.

suanshu.khurana@expressindia.com

Securing

the future

Army must revisit strategies on northern borders.

Real time intelligence,

surveillance equipment

must be available to field formations

RAKESH SHARMA

The unit in contact at Galwan, 16 BIHAR,
has completed two years of tour of duty in
that super high altitude area. It was well
trained and had undertaken extensive win-
ter patrolling and domination of the
Depsang Plateau. The troops, who have
dominated the area for years, understand
the LAC on ground better than what ex-
perts describe with fancy slides or satellite
imageries. Details of location and type of

THE NEW CHINA, as a “responsible (sic)”
Great Power, is muscular, aggressive and
determined to force its way to the top of
the world stage. The Central Military
Commission (CMC) assumes responsibil-
ity for the security and military-related for-
eign affairs and plans employment for the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA).
The all-important Chinese Communist
Party’s decision-making bodies, the
Politburo and Politburo Standing
Committee, have a clearly dominant role.
The PLA of today is an ultra-nationalistic
actor, under the CMC headed by its
Chairman, also the General Secretary of the
party’s Central Committee and the
President of the People's Republic of China
(PRC). Unlike most democracies, the PLA,
functioning under the CMC, has total con-
trol over defence policy as also significant
influence over foreign policy.

As events over the last six decades —
more so in the last eight years, especially
the last two months — clearly show, the
Line of Actual Control (LAC)is a grievously
flawed concept. India and China have had
parleys since 1981, meetings of Joint
Working Groups from 1988 to 2005 and 22
rounds of Special Representatives talks, in
addition to many summit-level meetings.
Despite nearly four decades of discussions,
with CMC/PLA at the helm of the defence
and foreign policy decision-making, delin-
eation and demarcation of the boundary
has not been possible. The Chinese have
deliberately ensured that the nebulous na-
ture of the LAC is retained as a leverage
against India, to undertake premeditated
aggression at regular intervals. The intru-
sion at Finger 4/5 of Pangong Tso and the
transgression up to LAC in Galwan are in-
structive. Out of the blue, most inexplicably
and without any historical basis, the offi-
cial Chinese statement came out seeking
the “estuary” of Shyok and Galwan rivers.
In no way can such a hegemonic ambition
be allowed to be nurtured.

The PLA is at the threshold of achiev-
ing its interim modernisation goals of in-
formatised, integrated joint operations by
2021, the centenary of the CCP’s founding.
It is well likely that the events of Eastern
Ladakh of May-June 2020 are part of a
larger testbed. Over the years, the face-
offs have witnessed PLA’s jostling and
pushing, posse of horses intruding, and
scant disregard for the treaties with India.
Pangong Tso and Galwan showed a new
picture. PLA troops used spiked and
barbed wired rods, knuckle-dusters and
the like, all well prepared, as if PLA units
were officially issued and trained for use.
There were no military ethics in the bar-
barism at display by the PLA.

The major recipe for disaster that affects
public and military opinion, is what is
served by know-all “experts” and politi-
cians. While debating issues is one issue,
but to argue that the troops in contact were
not acclimatised or trained is pure heresy.

intrusion or transgression are better known
to the commanding officers and com-
manders in Eastern Ladakh, much more
than experts who decipher and over-read
events in studio debates or tweets! To as-
cribe motivations or challenge military de-
cisions taken by troops and commanders
in contact with the enemy, basically by in-
nuendo targeting political parties, is delib-
erately undermining the confidence of
those battling adversities at the LAC.

For the Indian Army units and forma-
tions in Eastern Ladakh or elsewhere fac-
ing the PLA, there are limits to adherence
to good faith and honour, against a devi-
ous and most untrustworthy PLA. The
Indian Army has to strategise and should
revisit its rules of engagement on the
Northern Borders, mindful that troops in
tactical situations cannot be shackled by
past treaties, which the PLA deals with
disdain. The Indian Army does not have to
stoop low to knuckle dusters, but remain
prepared to militarily handle the situa-
tions that will arise.

At political level, there are representa-
tive forums like Parliament, the commit-
tees and regular briefings to seek clarifica-
tions, which is the right of politicians.
However, in the instant case, wherein the
political parties were briefed of the ongo-
ing situation and prognosis, the summing-
up remarks of the Prime Minister were
taken out of context. Though the PM was
referring to the incidents in the Galwan
River area only, his remarks were extrapo-
lated to apply to the entire sector, causing
intense disquiet. These were clarified in de-
tail later and this should put the issue to
rest. On national security issues, there must
be national unity. There ought to be faith
in those at the helm that the issues of na-
tional security will not be soft-pedalled or
obscured on the altar of politics. Similarly,
within the norms and constraints of na-
tional security, the establishment must
keep the nation informed, to avoid an in-
formation vacuum that leads to rumour-
mongering.

PLA has always shown extraordinary
interest in Eastern Ladakh, especially
Daulat-Beg-Oldi, the Chip-Chap river, Track
Junction and Karakoram Pass. The manage-
ment practices for the Northern Borders
have tobe revisited, like placing the nearly
division-sized force of ITBP in Eastern
Ladakh under the army operationally. Real-
time intelligence, surveillance equipment
and satellite imageries must be available to
field formations that need to act on it. This
should not be delayed by the bureaucratic
maze.

We need to strategise for the future, in-
cluding the modern manifestations of non-
contact, non-kinetic warfare. We must
avoid unnecessary nitpicking on seman-
tics of statements made in a particular con-
text. This will be a great service to the sol-
dier on the ground.

The writer is former GOC
of Leh-based 14 Corps

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WORK TOGETHER

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Step up
the fight' (IE, June 23). The country has
witnessed about 2.2 lakh cases in three
weeks (June 1 to 21). And this COVID
surge could well be a precursor of the
peak, which is expected in July-August.
What Delhi and the entire country needs
is Centre-state coordination to face the
virus head-on.

SSPaul, Nadia

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Step up
the fight’ (IE, June 23). Public-Private
Partnerships (PPP) are the need of the
hour. The Centre needs to incentivise the
private sector to augment public health
infrastructure. Atmanirbhar Bharat can
getaquick start with the local manufac-
ture of test kits. Collaboration is essen-
tial for saving the NCT region from be-
coming the "COVID capital".

Anjali Bhavana, Thiruvananthapuram

OLD TRICK

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'An in-
domitableresolve' (IE, June 23). The effi-
cacy of the abrogation of Article 370is un-
known yet, like everything about J&K,
thanks to the stringent measures by the
Centre. Now that thereis only one flagin
the country, the government must re-
lease Mehbooba Mufti. If it was so fun-
damental to the ideology of the BJP, why
did it abrogate Article 370 in its second
term? Sardar Patel was one of the first
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people in the Congress to accept the
Partition. Nehru, like Gandhi, was averse
to the idea. Calling Mukherjee's death a
“sacrifice for J&K” is an overstatement.
Indirect swipes at political nemeses
through a remembrance of some right-
ist figure is an old trick by BJP members.

Yusuf Ghazali, Patna

FACE-OFF

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘In all fair-
ness’ (IE, June 23). No doubt Black Lives
Matter has jolted the binary of light and
dark, promoted by the likes of Johnson
& Johnson and Uniliver through their
fairness creams and face-whitening
products.

LRMurmu, Delhi

New Delhi
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Why has the US accused Air India of unfair practices?

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE US Department of Transportation
(DOT) has levelled allegations against India
of being “unfair” and engaging in “discrim-
inatory practices” with regard to repatria-
tion flights. The DOT has restricted flights
operated by Air India, saying it will need spe-
cificauthorisation from the DOT to conduct
any such flights.

What are the allegations being made?
The US DOT has said the Government of
India has “impaired the operating rights of
US carriers” and has engaged in “discrimina-
tory and restrictive practices with respect to
US carrier services to and from India”. It
added the Indian government has prevented
US carriers from conducting India-US pas-
senger charter operations involving direct
sales to individual passengers or through
other distribution systems. “For its part, the
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United States has not placed any limitations
on US-India charter operations, and Air India
has been and remains free to conduct the full
complement of passenger charter serv-
ices...,” its order of June 22 read. It also said
Air India’s repatriation flights have gone be-
yond the purpose “at least on the India to the
US segments” and involved sales.

How does this affect fliers booked to
travel to the US?

Air India flights for repatriating Indian cit-
izens from the US are slotted till July first
week. The US order has said that effective 30
days from the service date of the order, Air
India won’t be allowed to exercise the “third
and fourth freedoms of flight”. Pending an
agreement, the decision could affect those
planning to fly back pm flights in the fourth
phase of Vande Bharat.

Has the US conveyed this to India?
According to the order,on May 19, an of-
ficial from the US DOT had advised Air India
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of the concerns that some, if not all, of “Air
India’s so-called evacuation charters have
gone beyond true evacuations and involved
sales to any member of the general public
able to enter the United States”. On May 26,
Delta Air Lines, via a letter, requested permis-
sion from the Indian Ministry of Civil Aviation
to run repatriation charter services. To date,
Delta has not received approval, the USDOT
said. Further, the US registered its objections
through engagement by the US Embassy in
New Delhi on May 28. However, the Indian
government “has thus far failed to remedy
the situation”.

How many flights has Air India operated
to the US under Vande Bharat Mission?
The Vande Bharat Mission was an-
nounced in April to bring Indian citizens back
from several countries. On June 3, Air India
released a schedule for additional repatria-
tion flights thatincludes 49 US-India round-
trip charter flights between June 10-July 1.
OnJune 13,itannounced 10 additional repa-

triation flights between June 20-July 3. Prior
to the lockdown, Air India operated 34
round-trip flights per week to the US. The US
has noted that with 59 flights advertised for
the period June 10-July 3, Air India would be
performing charter operation at 53% of the
operations it previously performed. “As such,
itappears that Air India may be using its pas-
senger repatriation charters as a way of cir-
cumventing the Gol-imposed prohibition of
all scheduled services. This situation... cre-
ates a competitive disadvantage for US carri-
ers vis-a-vis Indian carriers,” it said.

What action is being taken by the US?

The DOT has “determined that this situ-
ation calls for close scrutiny, on a case-by-
case basis, of Air India passenger charter op-
erations until this issue has been
satisfactorily resolved”. It has ordered that
prior approval be sought for all Air India repa-
triation flights.

How has India responded?

In a statement on Tuesday, the Ministry
of Civil Aviation said: “We have received re-
quests from concerned authorities in sev-
eral countries including the US, France,
Germany among others requesting that
their air carriers be allowed to participate in
the transportation of passengers along the
line being conducted by Air India under
Vande Bharat Mission. These requests are
being examined.”

On June 15, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation had said: “... DGCA granted
permission to around 870 chartered flights,
transporting around 2 lakh passengers, both
inbound & outbound... Major airlines includ-
ing Qatar Airways-81, KLM Dutch-68,
Kuwait Air-41, British Airways-39, FlyDubai-
38, Air France-32, Jazeera-30, Air Arabia-20,
Gulf Air-19, Sri Lankan-19, Biman
Bangladesh-15, Korean Air-14, Delta-13,
Saudia-13 & Air Nippon-12 took part in the
operations. Additionally, Airlines like Air
New Zealand-12, Thai Air Asia-11, United
Airlines-11, Iraqi Airways-11, Oman Air-10,

S1MPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Ural Airlines-9, Lufthansa-8, Somon Air-8,
Condour-8, Emirates-5, Etihad-5, Aeroflot-
4 & Virgin Atlantic-4 also took part in the
chartered operations.”

What are the third and fourth freedoms
of air?

These pertain to a set of rights accorded
to a country’s airlines to enter or land in an-
other country’s airspace or airports.
According to the International Civil Aviation
Organization of the UN, there are nine free-
doms of the air. These rights, generally, op-
erate on a bilaterally reciprocal basis.
However, in certain cases some handicaps
are imposed on capacity allowed from one
country to another. The third and fourth free-
doms essentially allow basic international
service between two countries. The third
freedom accords the right to an airline to
carry passengers or cargo from its home state
toanother, while the fourth allows it to bring
passengers or cargo from another country to
its home state.

How HI-B pause will hit Indians

The US has blocked H1-B and certain other non-immigrant worker visas until the end of the year.
Alook at who all use these visas, and how the move will impact Indian firms who send workers to the US

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

ON MONDAY, the US administration ex-
tended its 60-day suspension of non-immi-
grant worker visas until the end of 2020.
Besides the popular work visas such asH-1B
and H-2B, certain categories of H-4, ], and L
visas will also remain suspended until
December 31.

What are H-1B and other work visas?

To fill a vacuum of highly skilled, low-
cost employees in various domains, the US
administration issues a certain number of
visas in various categories each year, which
allows companies from other countries to
send their employees to work in the US.

Of these, H-1B is the most popular among
Indian IT companies and Indian IT workers.
AnH-1Bvisaisgiven toanindividual “to work
inaspecialty occupation”. The UShasa cap of
85,000 H-1B visas for each year. Of these,
65,000 are issued to highly skilled workers.
The other 20,000 can be allotted to highly
skilled workers who have a higher education
or master’s degree from a US university.

L1 visas allow companies to transfer
highly skilled workers to US for a period of
up to seven years. H-2B visas allow food and
agricultural workers to seek employment is
the US. A J-category visa gives interns,
trainees, teachers a chance to work in the
US.

Why did the US suspend H-1B non-
immigrant worker visas?

The H-1 visa scheme, started in 1952, has
since undergone many changes and revi-
sions to allow or disallow certain categories
of skilled workers in the US, depending on
the economic situation of the country.

The technology boom coupled with the
arrival of the Internet and low-cost computers
in countries such as India and China saw a
large number of graduates willing to work at
arelatively low pay in the US. However, the H-
1B visa regime has often been criticised for
bringing low-cost labour at the expense of do-
mestic workers. In January 2017, after taking
over as President, Donald Trump had said low-
cost workers were hampering the economy
and undercutting jobs of citizens. He had
hinted at reforming the “broken” H-1B visa
system.

Amid the economic contraction due to
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WHO IS H-1B FOR?

“H-1B: Person in Specialty Occupation: To work in a specialty occupation.
Requires a higher education degree or its equivalent. Includes fashion
models of distinguished merit and ability and government-to-government
research and development, or co-production projects administered by the
Department of Defense.” — TRAVEL (US DEPARTMENT OF STATE)
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Covid-19, Trump first banned the entry of
non-immigrant workers till June 23, and has
now extended it till December 31.

The US Citizenship and Immigration
Services has in the recent past significantly
increased Requests for Evidence (RFE) before
issuing H-1B visas. “The percentage of com-
pleted cases with RFE increased from 22.3%
in 2014-15 to 40.2% in 2018-19. (An) RFE is
generally issued for want of more informa-
tion before granting final H-1B visa and adds
to compliance costs for IT services compa-
nies. More restrictive administration policies
have increased denials for H-1B petitions sig-
nificantly, with denial rates rising from 6% in

2015-15t021%in 2018-19 for new H-1B pe-
titions,” ratings agency ICRA said in a note.

Who does itimpact?

Since the ban s effective immediately, the
processing of allnew H-1B,H-2B, ], and Lvisa
categories stand suspended. This means
those who do not have a non-immigrant visa
as of June 23, and are outside the US, will not
be allowed to enter the country until
December 31.

Workers in essential services in the food
sector have been given some reprieve, and
their entry shall be decided by the consular
officer of immigration services. H-1B, H-2B,

Jand L visa holders, their spouses and chil-
dren already present in the US will not be
impacted by the new worker visa ban.

Students planning to go for higher studies
in the US will not be impacted, said Sumeet
Jain, co-founder and higher education expert
at Yocket, an online platform for students trav-
elling abroad. “Students are not affected by
this atall. For the incoming batch or Fall 2020,
Spring 2021, Fall 2021 or later, this should not
be a problem. There are very high chances that
this executive order will be changed or ended
even before December,” Jain said.

How does it impact Indian and global IT
companies?

M Indian IT companies have, since the
1990s, cornered the lion’s share of H1-B
visas issued each year. As of April 1, the US
Citizenship and Immigration Services (US-
CIS) had received about 2.5 lakh H-1B work
visa applications, according to official data.
Indians had applied for 1.84 lakh or 67 per
cent of the total H-1B visas for the current
financial year.

B The executive order has also made
sweeping changes to H-1B norms, which
will no longer be decided by the currently
prevalent lottery system. The new norms
will now favour highly skilled workers who
are paid the highest wages by their respec-
tive companies. This could have a signifi-
cant impact on margins and worker wages
of Indian IT companies that send thousands
of low-earning employees to the US.
Though the large Indian IT companies have
cut down their dependency on H-1B and
other worker visas by hiring as much as 50
per cent of staff locally, they still rely on
these visas to keep costs in check.

B For Indian IT companies, the higher
wage structure could also result in them not
being able to hire entry-level programmers
towork on client sites in the US due to higher
compliance costs.

B The move could also impact US-based
tech giants such as Google, Apple, Facebook,
and Twitter which hire from a pool of skilled
IT workers who look to change employers af-
ter the initial period of three years to con-
tinue their stay in the US. In 2018-19 alone
for example, Google, Facebook, and Apple
hired more than 13,000 highly skilled IT em-
ployees with H-1B work visas, either directly
or from existing H-1B visa holders looking to
change jobs in the US, according to the data
available from the US Department of Labour.

ictory Day: why Russia celebrates WWII triumph on a different date

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath Singh is on a
three-day trip to Russia to attend the 75th
Victory Day. India has sent a tri-services con-
tingent to participate in the Victory Day
Parade on Wednesday. China’s Defence
Minister and troops will also be present.

Whatis Victory Day?

Victory Day marks the end of World War
I and the victory of the Allied Forces in
1945. Adolf Hitler had shot himself on April
30.0n May 7, German troops surrendered,
which was formally accepted the next day,
and came into effect on May 9.

In most European countries, it is cele-
brated on May 8, and is called the Victory
in Europe Day.

Why does Russia not celebrate Victory
Day on the same date?

The erstwhile Soviet Union had not
wanted the surrender to take place in the

west, and wanted that such a significant
event should reflect the contribution of the
Red Army and the Soviet population.
According to military historian Antony
Beevor’s definitive book on World War II,
Joseph Stalin, premier of the Soviet Union,
wanted Germany to also sign a surrender
in Berlin.

The Act of Military Surrender was signed
by Chief of the Operations Staff of the
Armed Forces High Command
Generallutenant Alfred Jodl and General
Admiral Hans-George von Friedeburg in the
early hours of May 7 in France at Rheims,
which was the headquarters of the
Supreme Headquarters Allied
Expeditionary Force (SHAEF). The surren-
der was to come into effect a minute past
midnight on May 9.

But, Beevor writes, “Stalin could not let
the final ceremony take place in the west,
so he insisted that the Germans sign an-
other surrender in Berlin, at one minute past
midnight on 9 May, the moment the capit-
ulation agreed at Rheims came into effect”.
Though the document was signed, Beevor

Russian soldiers rehearse for the
Victory Day Parade in Moscow. AP

says that British Prime Minister Winston
Churchill “cabled Stalin to explain that, since
crowds were already gathering in London
to celebrate, Victory in Europe Day celebra-
tion in Britain would take place on 8 May,
as they did in the United States”.

This did not convince Stalin, who argued
that “Soviet troops were still fighting” the
German forces in many areas. German sol-

diers did not surrender in East Prussia,
Courland Peninsula, Czechoslovakia till
later. “Victory celebration, Stalin wrote,
could therefore not begin in the Soviet
Union till 9 May,” Beevor says in his book.

Since then May 9 has been celebrated at
Victory Day in Russia.

If May 9 is Victory Day, why is it being
celebrated on June 24?

This year, the celebrations this year were
pushed to June because of the Covid-19
pandemic. In November 2019, Russian
President Vladimir Putin had invited Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to the Victory Day
celebration which were due to be held on
May 9.

Modi could not travel to Moscow, but he
wished Putin on May 9 through a tweet:
“India stands with Russia in solemn re-
membrance today, on the 75th Anniversary
of Victory Day. Tens of thousands of Indian
soldiers also made the supreme sacrifice in
the Second World War. My warm greetings
to President Putin and the Russian people
on this occasion.”

Is the June 24 date particularly
significant?

Yes, itis. After winning the war and hav-
ing its own Victory Day on May 9, Stalin
wanted to commemorate the victory with
a military parade. On June 22, 1945, he or-
dered: “In commemoration of the victory
over Germany in the Great Patriotic War, [
appoint to hold the parade of the regular
Army, Navy and the Moscow garrison —
Victory Parade June 24, 1945 in Moscow's
Red Square.”

Hence the first Victory Day Parade took
place on June 24 in Moscow.

However, since then, the Victory Day
Parades have taken place on May 9.

Who is participating in the parade on
Wednesday?

The parade will last for around 90 min-
utes and see the participation of military
personnel from 19 countries, including
India and China. The celebrations are ex-
pected to include 64,000 participants. In
Moscow, 14,000 military personnel will
march through Red Square. Additionally,

New Delhi

50,000 more troops will march through 27
other cities that have military units.

Have Indian politicians taken partin
such celebrations earlier?

Yes. Indian leaders have attended sev-
eral Victory Day Parades. At the 70th an-
niversary Victory Day celebrations in 2015,
then President Pranab Mukherjee went to
represent India. Manmohan Singh had at-
tended the 60th anniversary in 2005 as the
then Prime Minister of India.

Mukherjee had attended the celebra-
tions earlier as well. In 1995, as the External
Affairs Minister, he was present at the 50th
anniversary celebrations. However, he noted
in his memoirs that he had objected to
India’s participation before P V Narasimha
Rao, the Prime Minister at that time, as
“there were several reasons why the gov-
ernment should not participate in Victory
Day celebrations for the Second World War”.
He had stated that the Indian National Army
of Subhash Chandra Bose had fought the
Allied Forces and that leaders of Congress
were jailed during the war for their protests.
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THE WORLD

GLOBAL WARMING
SIBERIA AT 100°F? WMO To VERIFY

The World Meteorological Organization said it was seeking to confirm reports of a tem-
perature reading of more than 100 degrees Fahrenheit in Siberia, saying they were “worry-
ing”, but consistent with warming trends. The WMO has asked Russian authorities to
confirm the reading reported in the town of Verkhoyansk, north of the Arctic Circle.

= T0POFTHE -
WORLD

The crash in Karachi
killed 97 people. Reuters

PAKISTAN
PIAplanecrash
duetohuman
error: probe report

Islamabad: The Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA)
plane crashlast month was
caused by the negligence of
the cockpit crew and the air
control tower and not due
to any technical fault, ac-
cording toa preliminaryin-
vestigation report on the
tragedy that killed 97 peo-
ple onboard. The flight from
Lahore to Karachi crashed
near Jinnah International
Airport in Karachi on May
22. A probe was commis-
sioned with the commit-
ment that the initial report
would be shared with
Parliament on June 22. But
Aviation Minister Ghulam
Sarwar Khan handed the
report to PM Imran Khan
instead of Parliament.

CHINA
Final satellitein
GPS-like Beidou

systemlaunched

Beijing: China on Tuesday
launched the final satel-
lite in its Beidou constel-
lation that emulates and
may seek to compete
with the US Global
Positioning  System,
marking a further step in
the country’s advance as
amajor space power. The
launch of the satellite on-
board a Long March-3
rocket was broadcast live
from the satellite launch
base of Xichang, deep in
the mountains of south-
western China, shortly
before 10 a.m. About half
an hour later, the satellite
was deployed in orbit and
extended its solar panels
to provide its energy. An
initial launch scheduled
for last week was
scrubbed after checks re-
vealed unspecified tech-
nical problems.

MEXICO
15killedinattack
onindigenous
villagein Mexico

Mexico City: Assailants
killed 15 inhabitants of an
indigenous village in
southern Mexico that has
been plagued by local
disputes, authorities said
on Monday, in one of the
most brutal attacks to
shake the countryside in
recent years. State prose-
cutors in the state of
Oaxaca said the bodies of
13 men and two women
were identified as victims
of the attacks over
Sunday night and
Monday morning in the
municipality of San
Mateo del Mar, east of the
Pacific port of Salina Cruz.

MORE COUNTRIES EASE CORONAVIRUS RESTRICTIONS

As global cases mount, Saudis curb
Haj; UK set to reopen pubs, hotels

AP &REUTERS
WELLINGTON, LONDON,
JUNE 23

THE NUMBER of global coron-
avirus cases continued to surge
Tuesday in many large countries
that have been lifting lockdowns,
including the US, even as new in-
fections stabilised or dropped in
parts of Western Europe.

Saudi Arabia said this year’s
Haj will not be cancelled, but
only “very limited numbers” of
people will be allowed to take
part. The Haj traditionally draws
around 2 million Muslims from
around the world for five days of
worship and rituals in Mecca.

“The number, God willing,
may be in the thousands. We are
in the process of reviewing so it
could be 1,000 or less, or a little
more,” the kingdom’s Haj Minister
Muhammad Benten said.

While the decision to drasti-
cally curb this year’s Haj was
largely expected, it remains un-
precedented in Saudi Arabia’s
nearly 90-year history and effec-
tively bars all Muslims from out-
side the kingdom from travelling
there to perform the pilgrimage.

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson said on pubs, restaurants
and hotels could reopen in
England early next month, easing
thelockdown that hasall but shut
the economy.

Inother signs of a gradual re-
turn to normal life, hairdressers
will also open again, along with
tourist attractions like theme
parks, but nightclubs, indoor
gyms and swimming pools will
have to stay closed.

On Tuesday, Johnson said
with infection rates falling and
little current threat of a second

REOPENING PHASE 2 IN NEW YORK: People dine in parking spaces on the street outside
restaurants on the first day of the phase two reopening of businesses following the outbreak
of Covid-19, in Brooklyn, New York, on Monday. Phase two involved offices welcoming back
their employees and restaurants offering outdoor dining. Reuters

wave of Covid-19 cases, he could
reopen swathes of the economy
and try to get life in England back
to something like normal.

“Today we can say that our
long, national hibernation is be-
ginning to come to an end,” he
told Parliament.

Britain, and many other

Powerful 7.4 quake
rocks Mexico,
triggers tsunami

JULIALOVE
MEXICOCITY, JUNE 23

A POWERFUL earthquake of
magnitude 7.4 struck the coast
of southern Mexico on Tuesday,
killing at least one person, buck-
ling paved roads, and setting off
a tsunami in nearby Pacific
coastal areas.

One person died in the state
of Oaxaca, Governor Alejandro
Murat said, after the quake hit
the Pacific coastal state mid-
morning.

The country’s seismological
service said a tsunami on the
Oaxaca coast was ongoing, with
the sea level having risen 60 cen-
timeters (2 feet) at Huatulco
beach, a popular destination for
US and Canadian tourists.

Mexico’s civil protection
agency recommended that resi-
dents move away from the
coastline. Videos on social me-
dia had earlier shown the
ocean’s water receding in
Oaxaca, a mountainous state
that s also home to coffee plan-
tations and Spanish colonial ar-
chitecture.

Miguel Candelaria, 30, was
working at his computer in his
family home in the Oaxaca town
of Juchitan when the ground be-
gan to tremble. He ran outside
with relatives, but they had to

One person died in the
state of Oaxaca after
the quake hit the
Pacific coastal state
mid-morning

stop in the middle of the street
as the pavement buckled and
rocked.

“We couldn’t walk... the
street was like chewing gum,”
said Candelaria, 30.

Neighbours screamed in
terror and some shouted out
warnings to run from the elec-
tricity poles that looked poised
to fall, said Candelaria, who
works in telecommunications
marketing.

Quakes of magnitudes over
7 are major earthquakes capa-
ble of widespread, heavy dam-
age. A 7.1 magnitude earth-
quake that struck central
Mexico in 2017 killed 355 peo-
ple in the capital and the sur-
rounding states.

Tuesday’s quake set off a
tsunami warning for the Pacific
coasts of Mexico and Central
and South America. Waves of
up to one meter (3.28 ft) were
possible on the Mexican coast,
the US National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
warned. REUTERS

Today we can say that
our long, national
hibernation is beginning
tocometoanend.”

—BORIS JOHNSON
BRITAIN'S PRIME MINISTER

countries, have been incremen-
tally reopening their economies
that were shuttered by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Hospitals in Pakistan are
turning away patients, but with
the economy there teetering, the
government remains deter-
mined to reopen the country.

New cases have also beenris-
ing steeply in Mexico, Colombia
and Indonesia.

Brazil, with more than 1.1
million cases and 51,000 deaths,
has been affected more than
anywhere but the US.

Singapore will head to the polls
onJuly 10 after its prime minister
said he was satisfied a ballot could
be held safely despite criticism that
such amove might endanger vot-
ers during the coronavirus pan-
demic. The city-state, which has
one of Asia’s highest tallies of
Covid-19, eased strict lockdown
rules last week that were in place
for over two months.

EU says it may
bar US travellers
as it reopens
borders, citing
failures on virus
MATINA

STEVIS-GRIDNEFF
BRUSSELS, JUNE 23

EUROPEAN UNION countries
rushing to revive their
economies and reopen their bor-
ders after months of coronavirus
restrictions are prepared to block
Americans from entering be-
cause the United States has failed
to control the scourge, according
todraftlists of acceptable travel-
ers seen by The New York Times.

That prospect, which would
lump American visitors in with
Russians and Brazilians as un-
welcome, is a stinging blow to
American prestige in the world
and a repudiation of President
Trump’s handling of the virus in
the United States, which has
more than 2.3 million cases and
upward of 120,000 deaths, more
than any other country.

European nations are cur-
rently haggling over two poten-
tial lists of acceptable visitors
based on how countries are far-
ing with the coronavirus pan-
demic. Both include China, as
well as developing nations like
Uganda, Cuba and Vietnam.

Travellers from the USand the
rest of the world have been ex-
cluded from visiting the EU since
mid-March. Butafinal decisionon
reopening the bordersis expected
early next week. NYT

Trump says will issue executive
order to protect US monuments

JEFFMASON &
LISALAMBERT
WASHINGTON, JUNE 23

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump on
Tuesday said he will issue an ex-
ecutive order regarding US histor-
ical monuments, as the move-
ment to remove memorials that
activists consider racist gains mo-
mentum, part of wider national
protests over racial injustice.

“They’re not taking down
our monuments,” Trump told
reporters at the White House. “I
will have an executive order
very shortly and all it's going to
really do is reinforce what's al-
ready there, but in a more uni-
form way.”

Trump also on Tuesday an-
nounced an authorisation “effec-
tive immediately” to arrest any-

one caught hurting a
commemoration to an armed
services member on federal land
and threatened to use force on
protesters in Washington.

Late on Monday protesters

Protesters try
to bring down
the statue of
former US
President
Andrew
Jacksonin
Washington
DC. Reuters

tried to topple a statue of for-
mer President Andrew Jackson
near the White House. Jackson
enslaved Black people as a plan-
tation owner and is remem-
bered for the Trail of Tears, a
forced removal of Native
Americans from the South that
killed thousands. REUTERS

Houthis say they
launched missile
attack on Riyadh

Yemeni group claims it struck targets,
but Saudis say they blocked assault

MAHERCHMAYTELLI &
AZIZELYAAKOUBI
DUBAI,JUNE 23

YEMEN'SIRAN-ALIGNED Houthi
movement said it launched a
large missile and drone attack
deep in Saudi Arabia on Tuesday
that struck the defence ministry
and a military base in Riyadh, but
the kingdom said it blocked the
assault.

The Saudi-led coalition that
has been battling the group for
five years said it intercepted a
ballistic missile fired by the
Houthis towards Riyadh. There
was no immediate confirmation
by the coalition or Saudi author-
ities about specific targets.

AReuters witness in the cap-
ital heard two loud blasts and
saw billows of smoke in the sky
over Riyadh close to dawn. There
were no immediate reports of
damage or casualties.

“A large number of winged
ballistic missiles and drones tar-
geted the capital of the Saudi en-
emy ... pounding military head-
quarters and centres including
the defence and intelligence
ministry and (King) Salman Air
Base,” Houthi  military
spokesman Yahya Sarea said ina
televised speech.

EXPLAINED

Violence surges as
Covid truceends

THE SAUDI-LED coalition in-
tervened in Yemen in 2015
after the Iran-backed Houthi
rebels ousted the Saudi-
backed government. The war
has since claimed thousands
of lives and led to Yemen fac-
ing one of the world’s worst
humanitarian crises. With
the onset of the pandemic,
the two sides had agreed ona
six-week ceasefire. However,
with that having now ex-
pired, Houthi missile attacks
and Saudi airstrikes have
surged even as cases of the
coronavirus increase in the
region. However, successful
attacks on the Saudi capital
are rare and risk further in-
tensifying the war.

He said attacks were also
launched against military sites in
the Saudi cities of Najran and Jizan
that border Yemen. REUTERS

Probe finds Australian
former top court judge
harassed six women

DAMIEN CAVE &
ISABELLAKWAI
SYDNEY, JUNE 23

FOR YEARS there were private
whispers and warnings from
young women about a pattern of
abuse by one of Australia’s most
powerful men — a judge on the
country’s highest court.

Now, an internal court in-
quiry has found that the judge,
Dyson Heydon, had indeed sex-
ually harassed at least six young
women on his staff, reigniting
#MeToo outrage in a secretive,
proudly masculine country
where many women are still
calling for a fuller reckoning.

The findings led Chief Justice
Susan Kiefel toissue a statement
Monday confirming the investi-
gation’s conclusions. “We are
ashamed that this could have
happened at the High Court of
Australia,” she said. “We have
made a sincere apology to the six
women whose complaints were

US Army soldier admits to plotting with
neo-Nazi cult to kill troops in his own unit

ALANFEUER
JUNE 23

AN ARMY private confessed to
sharing secret information with
a satanic neo-Nazi-group in a
plot to attack his own unit while
it was overseas and cause “the
deaths of as many of his fellow
service members as possible,”
federal  prosecutors in
Manhattan said on Monday.
The private, Ethan Phelan

The plot was foiled in
late May before it could
be carried out and the
soldier was arrested,
prosecutors said

Melzer, was charged inan indict-
ment unsealed this week with
collaborating with the Order of
the Nine Angles, or 09A, a group
that prosecutors described as

“an occult-based neo-Nazi and
racially motivated violent ex-
tremist group.”

“Ethan Melzer, a private in
the US Army, was the enemy
within,” said Audrey Strauss, the
acting United States attorney in
Manhattan, a job she moved into
over the weekend after her pred-
ecessor, Geoffrey S Berman, re-
signed under pressure from
Attorney General William P Barr.

Melzer, Strauss added, had
tried “to orchestrate a murderous

ambush on his own unit by unlaw-
fullyrevealingits location, strength
and armaments toaneo-Nazi,an-
archist, white supremacist group.”
The FBI and the Army foiled
the plot before it could be carried
out, prosecutors said,and Melzer,
22, was arrested on June 10.
While he was in custody, he
declared himself to be “a traitor
against the US” and said his plan
to stage an assault against a mili-
tary base was “tantamount to
treason,” prosecutors said. NYT

THE CROWN PRINCE HAS DETAINED THE CHILDREN OF SAAD AL-JABRI, A FORMER INTEL OFFICIAL NOW LIVING IN CANADA

Exiled Saudi official eluded MbS, but now his relatives are paying a price

REUTERS
LONDON, JUNE 23

AS SAUDI Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman moved
to tighten his grip on power over
the past few years, detaining
senior royals and opponents,
one person has eluded him: a
former top-ranking intelligence
official who was close to a key
rival to the throne.

In recent months, the crown
prince — known by the initials
MbS — hasincreased pressure on

relatives of Saad al-Jabri, includ-
ing detaining his adult children, to
try to force his return to the king-
dom fromexile in Canada, the for-
mer intelligence official’s family
say. In the crown prince’s sights
are documents Jabri has access to
that contain sensitive information,
according to four people with
knowledge of the situation.

Jabri was a long-time aide to
Prince Mohammed bin Nayef,
who the crown prince ousted as
heirto the throne ina2017 palace
coup that left MbS the de facto
ruler of Saudi Arabia, the world’s

Over the past
few years,
Saudi Crown
Prince
Mohammed
bin Salman
has detained
several
senior royals

top oil exporter and a key US ally.

Saudi authorities detained bin
Nayef and two other senior roy-
als on March 6, the latest in a se-

ries of extraordinary measures
seen aimed at consolidating
MbS's strength within the ruling
Al Saud family and removing per-

ceived threats to his power ahead
of an eventual succession upon
the king’s death or abdication.
Multiple top Interior Ministry
officials were also detained in
March, said two of the people
with knowledge of the situation -
both well-connected Saudis.
Days after bin Nayef's deten-
tion, according to Jabri’s family,
Saudi authorities arrested two of
his children, 21-year old Omarand
20-year old Sarah, in a dawn raid
on the family home in the capital
Riyadh. That was followed by the
detention of the former intelli-

gence official’s brother in early
May, the family said.

According to the four people
with knowledge of the situation,
the crown prince believes he could
use the documents in Jabri’s pos-
session against current rivals for
the throne. He also fears they con-
tain additional information that
could compromise himand his fa-
ther, the king, the four people said.

The documents include infor-
mation on bin Nayef’s assets
abroad, which also potentially
could be useful to MbS in putting
pressure on his predecessor, said

New Delhi

the two well-connected Saudis
and aformer regional security of-
ficial. Jabri also has access to sen-
sitive files relating to the financial
dealings of senior royals, includ-
ing King Salman and MbS, said
one of the well-connected Saudi
sources, the formerregional secu-
rity official and a diplomat.

The diplomat said some of
the information related to land
deals and transactions, without
elaborating beyond saying that
they related to King Salman dur-
ing his time as governor of

Riyadh. REUTERS
-l

Dyson Heydon

borne out.”

Though nonstatutory and
lacking the ability to mete out
punishment for the now-retired
Heydon, the internal findings
have already prompted prom-
ises of reform. Chief Justice
Kiefel said the investigation in-
cluded a series of recommenda-
tions that would be adopted by
the High Court.

Through his lawyers, Heydon,
77,whoretired in 2013, hasdenied
“any allegation of predatory be-
havior orbreaches of the law,” ac-
cording to a statement. NYT

L.
Almazbek Atambayev

Former Kyrgyz
president
sentenced to 11
years in prison

REUTERS
BISHKEK, JUNE 23

A COURT in Kyrgyzstan sen-
tenced former president
Almazbek Atambayev to 11
years and two months in prison
on Tuesday on corruption
charges, which he denies.

The court found Atambayev
guilty of ordering a convicted
criminal released from prison,ina
case his supporters have dis-
missed as driven by a political con-
flict between Atambayev and his
successor, President Sooronbai
Jeenbekov. Atambayev, 63, ran the
Central Asian, ex-Soviet republic
of 6.5 million between 2011 and
2017, having previously taken part
in revolts that toppled two presi-
dents. He backed then-ally
Jeenbekov in the 2017 election
but the two fell out shortly after
the new president took office.

Police detained Atambayev
last August after storming his
country house and exchanging
fire with his supporters.
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EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

APPLICATION NOTICE

On behalf of President of India, DRM
(Commercial), E.C. Railway, Pt. Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya Division invites
applications for all new and innovative
ideas, concepts, proposals, themes, etc.
frominterested parties i.e. Railway Public
Sector/ Outside agencies (such as
NGO's, self-help groups, co-operative
societies, etc.) for stations over Pt. Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya division under NINFRIS
(New Innovative Non Fare Revenue Ideas
Scheme). Detailis as under -

1. Name of work with its location and
completion period : i) Installations of
Covid 19 prevention Kiosk for automatic
vending of 3 ply Face Masks and NP5-
200-280 sanitizer 100 ML bottles. ii) Any
others innovative ideas/proposals/
concepts fit for present scenario of Covid-
19 2. Application Fee (Non-
Refundable) : Rs. 1000/- 3. Date & Time
for submission of application : Upto
13.07.2020 at 15.00 hrs. 4. Website
particulars where complete details
available :www.ecr.indianrailways.gov.in

Divisional Railway Manager (C)
E.C. Railway, DDU

PR/341/DDU/COML/ N/20-21/36
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(RAILWAY BOARD)
E-Tender No. 2019RSI8743TC
CORRIGENDUM NO. 2

1.0 Tender quantity of e-Tender No. 2019RSI8743TC may please be
read as 1,11,183 Nos. CTRB instead of 37803 CTRBs.
2.0 Tender will be closed at 15:00 hrs. on 13.07.2020.
3.0 Allotherterms and conditions of the tender will remain unchanged.
Director, Railway Stores (W),
Ministry of Railways, Railway Board, New Delhi

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE Beitt

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
CHHATTISGARH RURAL ROAD DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
PROJECT CIRCLE NO.01 JAGDALPUR

NIT No. 144/TS 1242/CGRRDA/2020 Jagdalpur Date:-19/06/2020
Superintending Engineer, CGRRDA, Project Circle No.01
Jagdalpur, Distt. Bastar invites the percentage rate bids on SOR
of PMGSY enforced from 22.02.2018 amended till date in electronic
tendering system for B.T. Renewal with 5 years routine
Maintenance and MOW/Patch Repair Works of Rural Roads con-
structed under PMGSY in Bastar and Dantewada districts for 18
number of roads (in 02 Packages) for length of 99.16 kms with
Total Estimated construction Cost Rs. 516.84 lakhs from the eligi-
ble contractors registered with unified registration system in
Chhattisgarh (e-registration). Date of release of Invitation for Bids
through e-procurement : 25/06/2020 after 17:30 Hours.

Last Date/Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement as per
time schedule. For further details please log on to
https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in. In future any related corrigendum
would be seen in the notice section of the website.

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer
Chhattisgarh Rural Road Development Agency
Project Circle No.01 Jagdalpur Distt. Bastar

E mail ID:-circleljdp @gmail.com

25761

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION OF CARDIAC CATHETERIZATION LAB SYSTEM
2302/MS/Non Exp/2020-21 dated : 24 June 2020
NOTICE INVITING AUCTION
Sealed bids are hereby invited from bidders having experience in auction of Medical Equipments.
Auction of Medical belonging to ARMY HOSPITAL (RESEARCH & REFERRAL) DELHI CANTT-

110010 “ONAS IT WHERE BASIS”.

DETAILS OF THE AUCTION
Non-working NIV/22/DG/19388 Single Plane Flat Panel
Digital Cardiac Catheterization Lab System Artis Zee
Floor (S.N. 135380)

Description of Equipment
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AUCTION TERM AND CONDITIONS

. Bid should be addressed to the Commandant, Army Hosp (R&R) Delhi Cantt-110010 indicating
thereon “Auction of Cardiac Catheterization Lab System” and submitted to the office of DGLP
Procurement Cell, CTVS building under sealed cover failing which bid shall be rejected.

. The persons interested to participate in the auction to purchase the scheduled eqpt shall
deposn earnest money (EMD) of Rs 20,000.00 by way of cash/DD drawn in favor of

dant Army Hospital (R & R) Delhi Cantt” and deposit the same with the
authonzed officer before commencement of auction. The persons who have deposited the
EMD as above are alone eligible to participate in the auction.
. The eqpt would be sold “ON AS IT WHERE BASIS” condition to the bidder who offers highest
price. However the Army Hospital (R & R) Delhi Cantt 110010 reserves its rights not to accept
the bid or cancel the sale without assigning any reason. The successful bidder/purchaser will
have to deposit 25% of the bid amount within 48 hrs from the date of auction itself, with the
authorized officer and the balance amount within 15 days.
4. If the 25% of the bid amount is not paid within 48 hrs from the date of auction itself or
balance amount is not paid within 15 days or if the successful bidder fails to adhere to the
terms of the sale, time or commits default in any manner, the earnest money deposit will
be forfeited and the bank will be at liberty to sell the property again without any notice.
. The vendor/parties interested in bidding for the beyond economical repair (BER)
equipments and items can inspect during office hrs between 0900 hrs to 1600 hrs on any
working day after obtaining prior permission from the concerned authority of Army Hospital
(R&R) Delhi Cantt 110010. (Lt Col Vivek Guleria Contact No- 7831078560) and obtain
the list of BER equipment/items for which amount will be bidded.
. The bidder should quote in figures as well in words the amount of bid quoted by him
alteration/overwriting unless legible attested by bidder shall disqualify the bid.
. Any action on the part of bidder to influence anybody in the said institute will be taken as an
offence. He will not be allowed to participate in the auction and his bid will not be opened.
. Allthe liabilities regarding Taxes/Levies if any, will be upon the successful bidder only.
. The selected bidder shall have to startlifting of auctioned items on very next day after depositing
full bid amount and will clear the site within fifteen days failing which the EMD will be forfeited.
10.Bidders submitting bids would be considered to have accepted all the terms and conditions.
No enquiry verbal or written shall be entertained in respect of acceptance or rejections of the bid.

11.Any damage to the property of Army Hosp (R&R) if noticed, due to the fault of successful
bidder during lifting the items shall be recovered from the concerned bidder and the decision of
the Commandant, Army Hosp (R&R) shall be binding on the bidder.

12.Bidders will read and understand the terms and condition of auction before bidding.

13.The decision of the Commandant Army Hospital (R&R) Delhi Cantt 110010 regarding sale of

the eqptis final, binding and unquestionable and he reserves its right to cancel or postpone the
sale without assigning any reason. Sdi-

Authorized Officer
For Commandant
Army Hospital (R&R)

WESTERN RAILWAY - AHMEDABAD DIVISION

VARIOUS ENGINEERING WORK
E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 8 YEAR 2020-21 DATE: 20.06.2020

01| e-Tender No.| DRM-ADI-114-2020-21

Name of Gandhidham colony - Annual maintenance contract for
Work providing manpower for various day to day maintenance
works at forone years.

Rs. 59,90,504.00

N

w

(3

~ o

© oo

Date: 24 June 2020

Approximate NIT Cost

EMD Cost Rs. 1,19,800.00

02| e-Tender No.| DRM-ADI-115-2020-21
Name of All ordinary & miscellaneous repairs up to Rs. 5 Lakhs for
Work

Bridge Zone no. 21 of 2020-21 under Assistant Divisional
Engineer-Palanpur, Divisional Engineer (North)-
Ahmedabad's jurisdiction. (Re-invited)

W FEGE ER TG W
sfasteusea ffaer der- 21 9
22/ fa. wriEmen ®./ #Re/ 20-21, S
feAi  25.06.2020 HI Wil S
e off, @i fafy fRdt  emRer
®RO ¥ fEAiF 29.06.2020 TH
foreRa <t st % 1 3= e we o
SaRad=r TR Stefteror  SvfwE,
forem women e, wiafafife
WS WEiw 1327, O wEwwn W/
e fadir 22.06.2020

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Open Tender through E-Tendering 2020

NIT No. : 13-LWS-OPN-FSA-2020,
Name of work : Fire & life safety Audit
of Diesel Loco & Wagon Workshop
North Western Railway Ajmer (As per
scope of work), Estimated cost of
work : Rs. 4,72,500.00/-, Earnest
Money to be deposited : Rs. 9500/-
(Only through net banking or payment
gateway on IREPS Portal), Last Date
and time for submission and opening
of E-tender: 17.07.2020 up to 15.00 PM
E-Tender will be opened at 15.15 PM on
same day, Due to indispensable reasons
bid opening schedule may change.,
Website particular where complete
details of e-tender can be seen and
participated : www.ireps.gov.in
597-SP/20

Please join us on [Tl /NWRailways
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NORTHERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice

Sr. DEN/C/MB acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites E-Tenders
against following Tender Notice, closing date & time are mentioned against each
coloumn. Bidders will be able to submit their original/revised bids up to closing date
and time only. Manual offers are not allowed against this tender, and any such manual
offer received shall be ignored. Contractors are allowed to make payments against
this tender towards tender document cost and earnest money only through online
payment modes available on IREPS portal like net banking, debit card, credit card
etc. Manual payments through Demand draft, Banker's cheque, Deposit receipts.
FDR etc are not allowed.

"Aroid wnes

Tender No. 49-DRM-MB-20-21, Dt. 22.06.2020
Deployment of Skilled And Non skilled staff for day to day
Name of Work maintenance on hiring basis for maintenance of residential
and service building in the section of ADEN/HQ/MB
Contract Type Service
Tender Closing Date 23.07.2020
Tender Closing Time 16:00 hrs
Advertised Value (Rs.) 67,02,730.20
Earnest Money (Rs.) 1,34,100.00
Tender Doc. Cost (Rs.) 5000.00
Period of Completion 180 days
Bidding Start Date 09.07.2020
Bidding System Two Packet

No. 75-W/2/3/WA/DEN/HQ/T.Notice Dt : 22.06.2020
Serving Customers With A Smile

1416/2020

THE PURJAE STATE FEDERATIOH OF CO-OPERATIVE EL*EARHH.LE LTI,

Flof K. 53, Gecter 54, Phase-2, Dpp. Bassl Cisg

Toabispivantan; |
Webaite: Btp:

n:denr_untlc_a
a=Tenders are mvited frem eliginie bidders for tha following item:s
Supply, sraclian and Gommissioning of Fully AUTOMATIC PLC
CONTROLLED VERTICAL FFS MACHINE WITH LOADCELL
CONTROLLED MULTIHEAD (4 HEADS) COMEIMATION
WEIGH FILLER Lo wekgl & 111 Ky, 2 K & Sky, as par DNIT far
Buchewal Cooperative Sogar Mils Lid., Budbewal, Ludhiara-
141
Tarrne & Consditions
Toncar nedice, NIT, Terms & conditkans and bid docsmenss can be
downlzadad inea of 0ol & wabsiiehiplapres, pun|ab.gein.
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subseguert corgendun shall be pubished anly af b websile
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QIF22970204, 01728051471, BE800-50404. The undersgned
rescrvies al rights of rejectians’ postpone of e Iender withaut

a ning ANy reason,
. MANAGING DIRECTOR
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DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS KULGAM (J&K) KASHMIR
Phone/Fax No. 01931260253 E- mail: dpokulgam @jkpolice.gov.in
e-Tender No. 02 of 2020
Dated: 17.06.2020
Subject: e-tendering for supply of defense material, Building Material and stores.
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of J&K Union Territory, Superintendent of Police

Kulgam invites e- tenders from Suppliers/ Authorized Dealers, Registered Firms and man-

ufactures for supply of defense material, building material and stores.

1. The NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of quan-
tities (B.0.Q), set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen /
downloaded from the Govt. website www.jktenders.gov.in from 19.06.2020 (1000 hrs.).

2. The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above website from
19.06.2020 (1000 hrs.) to 29.06.2020 (1600 hrs.).

3. The bid uploaded on the web Site up to due date and time will be opened on 30.06.2020
(1100 hrs.) or any other convenient date in the Office of SP Kulgam.

4. The intending bidders should keep a check on bid website for any change in

water by road tanker at station Devaliya, Khakhrechi,
Maliya Miyana, Indirangar, Surbari, Wadharva, Katariya,
LCNO67,L.C68,LC70,LC71,LC73,LC75,LC76,LC79,
LC 80,LC 82,LC 84,LC85,LC86,LC87,LC88,LCIW0,
LC 91, LC 93, LC 95, LC 97, LC 98,LC 99, LC100, LC

Approximate NIT Cost | Rs. 70,91.908.30 quantity/quality/specifications/ terms and conditions, if any.
5. The Tenders should be accompanied with CDR worth 1,00,000/- (Rupees One Lac only),
EWD Cost Re. 141,890 t of Tender d ts worth Rs. 3,000/~ pledge Accounts Officer District Poli
T DEREDE B oo0E] CK?JTga?n ender documents wor s. 3, pledge Accounts Officer District Police
Name of Viramgam Samakhiyali (SL& UP), CTR (P) = 14.458 Kms. ' A i i -
Work No. Acctts/E-tender/2020/23299-304 s intend S?/ f((;u:'_lndeg?atl .S'tn'%hl IPS)
Approximate NIT Cost | Rs. 4,45,26,669.87 Dated: 17.06.2020 DIPK-NB-873 uperintendent ot Folice, District Kulgam.
EMD Cost Rs. 3,72,600.00 e S ——————
04| e-Tender No. | DRM-ADI-117-2020-21 IOARRI0S STl SHEATT
Name of Jhund Samakhiyali Section : Supply of potable drinkin Y o3
Work y A el 9 o 994, ' 1d, Avw i), IEAGA

UAH 151 / —THfaaT / 2020—21 &% 23.06.2020

g—fafaer gaem

SERRITS el FRRATT B AR A B WUSR, TS gRT I+ &1t 2g 3—Ffaer, T—fs fawen (@aia fas
Td BRI ) ST R TR S o) o & |

and gate quarter of Ahmedabad Viramgam section and
Jhund station & LC No 1 between VG-JN at Km 563/12-13
and manned LC No 14, LC15, LC 17, LC20, LC21, LC23,
LC24,L.C25,LC26,LC29,LC33,LC34,LC36,LC38,LC40,
LC41, LC 44, LC45, LC46, LC47, LC48A, LC48C, LC51,
LC52, LC54, LC55, LC56, LC57,LC58, LC59, LC60, LC61,
LC 62, LC63, LC64, LC65 & LC 66 of Jhund Samakhiyali
section under jurisdiction of Divisional Engineer (West)
Ahmedabad ( fortwo year).

Rs. 20,81,289.91

Approximate NIT Cost

EMD Cost Rs. 41,600.00

06| e-Tender No.| DRM-ADI-119-2020-21
Name of Hiring of Truck for maintenance of track for Senior Section
Work

Engineer (P-way) Katosan Road under jurisdiction of
Assistant Divisional Engineer Viramgam (for Two years).

Rs. 22,14,398.82

Rs. 44,300.00

Date: 21.07.2020 Time: 15.00 Hrs
Date: 21.07.2020 Time: 15.30 Hrs

Approximate NIT Cost
EMD Cost

Closing date & time of e-tender

Opening date & time of e-tender
Office Address

Sr. Divisional Engineer(coordination)-Ahemdabad, D.R.M.
Office, Near Chamunda Bridge, opposite New Swadeshi Mill,
Naroda Road, Amdupura, Ahemdabad-382345

Website for participating e-tender | www.ireps.gov.in

ADI-53

Like us: & www.facebook.com/WesternRly Follow us:@www.twitter.com/WesternRly

103,LC104, LC 105, LC107,LC 108, LC 110, LC 112, LC £ oRY fifaer $—fafaar grr aaia fas fa—fas
forfaar fawor B qud fafaar
117 (for two year) (Re-invited) . ol e SraHal g b frfrar waa s e mﬁ_aﬁ ) Afe
: - & Ry vd w w1 B sifem fafer fafr wd Qe | YRR
Approximate NIT Cost | Rs. 45,62,671.55 - Tq W T Tq g
EMD Cost Rs. 91,300.00 ! 2 3 4 5 6 L 8
Item X I TR, SITC of Energy Efficient Centrifugal Pumpsets at MPS Dev Nagar and IPS 1* Bhandar Gaon
05 :-Tendefr No-/DRM:ADIZ118:2020:21 Pumping Stations under Chamba Pumping W/s Scheme, Distt. Tehri Garhwal.
ame of Ahmedabad Viramgam Jhund Samakhiya Section: Supply
Work of potable drinking water by road tanker on LC No 11Bt0 40 | | 7 15000000 | 25.06.2020 from | TR0 | Tiie0at] s0pays [ 7030202

?ﬂgﬂ ‘— Only manufacturers or dealer authorised by manufacturer for this tender and who have experience in supply and
installation of Energy Efficient Centrifugal Pump set of required duties and efficiency are allowed to take part in the tender.

Item €% 3¢ WX, SITC of Energy Efficient Centrifugal Pumpsets at MPS Dev Nagar, IPS 1% Chopriyali, IPS 2™
Sabliand IPS 3" Pant Nagar Pumping Stations under Ranichori Pumping W/s Scheme, Distt. Tehri Garhwal.

8 2,00,000.00 25.06.2020 from 06.07.2020 07.07.2020 at 90 Days 30.06.2020 at
11.00 am upto 5.00 p.m. 11.00 a.m. 11.00 a.m.
rEdT— Only manufacturers or dealer authorised by manufacturer for this tender and who have experience in
supply and installation of Energy Efficient Centrifugal Pump set of required duties and efficiency are allowed to
take partin the tender.
Item &R I WX, SITC of Energy Efficient Centrifugal Pumpsets at IPS lind Kutha Pumping Station under New
Tehri Pumping W/s Scheme, Distt. Tehri Garhwal.
9 1,81,000.00 25.06.2020 from 06.07.2020 07.07.2020 at 90 Days 30.06.2020 at
11.00 am upto 5.00 p.m. 11.00 a.m. 11.00 a.m.

IEAT— Only manufacturers or dealer authorised by manufacturer for this tender and who have experience in
supply and installation of Energy Efficient Centrifugal Pump set of required duties and efficiency are allowed to
take partin the tender.

Item &R 3T WX, SITC of Energy Efficient Centrifugal Pumpsets at Pre Settling (O-Point) Pumping Station and
IPS lind Kutha Pumping Station under New Tehri Pumping W/s Scheme, Distt. Tehri Garhwal.

1,84,000.00 25.06.2020 from 06.07.2020 07.07.2020 at
11.00 am upto 5.00 p.m. 11.00 a.m.

30.06.2020 at
11.00 a.m.

90 Days

STEdT— Only manufacturers or dealer authorised by manufacturer for this tender and who have experience in
supply and installation of Energy Efficient Centrifugal Pump set of required duties and efficiency are allowed to
take partin the tender.

e 9 TRfug IRa SHETRAT 7 3 STREvE @7 99dge www.uktenders.gov.in Ta fawrifig

JIRATSE http:/lujs.uk.gov.in TR AT T < / YT @51 I Fehch! € | ifereTRft s

New Delhi
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=) 48,931

# 275.66

# $43.19

&) 349,548

Note: Gold, silver rates at spot market in Delhi; gold per 10g, silver per 1 kg; Brent crude as of 2300 IST

SENSEX: 3543043 A 51911 NIFTY:10471.00 A 159.80 NIKKEI: 22,549.05 A 111.78 HANG SENG: 24,907.34 A 396.00 FTSE: 6,329.13 A 84.51 DAX:12,588.70 A 325.73

TRADE WATCH
IMPORTS

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,JUNE23

AMID THE ongoing border dis-
putebetween Indiaand China,
import consignments fromthe
neighbouring country at ports
such as Chennai and Mumbai
are learnt to be facing hurdles,
with clearances being held up
by the Indian Customs author-
ities. The disruption in clear-
ances is reported to have
emerged over the last fort-
night, even as there are no
written or verbal instructions
from the customs authorities
or the Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC),
three persons aware of the de-
velopment said.

It is understood that the
Customs authorities have
hinted atdelays without citing
any specific reason to the im-
porters. A Chennai-based im-
porter said the Customs offi-
cialshave advised nottodeliver
any container that has arrived
from China, even if Out of
Charge (OOC) order for clear-
ance has been issued.

Customs clearance in-
volves several procedures and
incase nodiscrepancyis found
in the consignment after ex-
amination, then‘Out of Charge’
orderisissued for the clearance
of the goods from the custom
area. AMumbai-based indus-
try source said that clearances
are being skipped for Chinese
consignments, especially non-
essential goods. “Certain cate-
gories of goods from Chinaare
taking more time to get cleared
since customs authorities are
not immediately checking
those containers. They have
categorised goods asessentials
and non-essentials and the
containers with non-essentials
have been pushed into the
background for examination
at a later day. So they are not
saying that we won't examine
butnotgivingitimportance as
imported items from other
countries,” the person said.

Since the consumption pat-

Amid border tension,
Chinese consignments
face Customs hurdle
at Chennai, Mumbai

WHAT ISHAPPENING?

The disruptionin
clearances is
reported to have
emerged over the
last fortnight, even
asthere are no
written or verbal
instructions from
the Customs
authorities or the
CBIC, sources said.

tern won’t change immedi-
ately, the delayinclearanceses-
pedially for non-essential goods
such as toys, electrical equip-
mentarebeingseenasanudge
for importers to change their
import pattern from China.
“There is nothing direct about
the instructions from customs
authorities. But the implicit
message for importers is that
importing non-essentials will
takelonger for clearances. It has
taken some days for the im-
porterstorealise the reasons for
the held up consignments.
With the delays in Customs
clearances, the demurrage
charges will go up, and is likely
tooffset the gains from theim-
ports from China for such im-
porters, thus, disincentivising
them,” the source said.

A senior official in the
Chennai Customs zone said
Customs authorities examine
certaintypes of cargobased on
intelligence inputs as part of
routine inspection and some
of the import consignments
under questionare from China.
Queries e-mailed to the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) and Ministry
of Finance on this issue went
unanswered till press time.

Possible curbs on imports
from Chinain the form of tariff
ornon-tariff barriers are being
discussed with the govern-
ment said to be considering a
list of imported items for the
various restrictive measures.
China accounts for around 14
percentofIndia’s total imports.

—— BRIEFLY —

Petrol, diesel
rates hiked

New Delhi: Petrol price was
hiked by 20 paise per litre
and diesel by 55 paise.

L&Ttocutdown
on Chinaproducts

New Delhi: L&T said it is
committed to reducing de-
pendence on imported
products from China.

Adani Powerto
buyinto OPGC

New Delhi: Adani Power will
acquire The AES Corp-
oration’s49 per cent stakein
Odisha Power Generation
Corporation for $135 million.

NAAon
Whirlpool of India

New Delhi: The NAA has
found Whirlpool of India
guilty of not passing on GST
rate cut benefits. PTI

J&Jdamages
cutto$2.12bn

New York: AUS court rejected
J&J'sbidtothrowoutajuryver-
dict in favour of women who
blamed theircanceronitstalc
products, but reduced dam-
agesto$2.12 billion.

Wirecardex-boss
Braunarrested

Munich: Wirecard’s for-
mer boss, Markus Braun,
has been arrested on sus-
picion of falsifying its ac-
counts. REUTERS

CENTRE TO SET UP TRAVEL BUBBLES BETWEEN COUNTRIES

US curbs repatriation flights: Govt says
examining American carriers’ requests

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI,JUNE 23

FACED WITH allegations levelled
by the US that the Indian govern-
ment has permitted Air India to fly
commercial passengers on out-
bound legs of repatriation flights,
while not permitting US airlines
to operate flights to India, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation said
Tuesday it was in negotiations
with various countries to estab-
lish “travel bubbles” or unre-
stricted corridors between coun-
tries, including the US. Accusing
India of being “unfair” and engag-
ing in “discriminatory practices”,
the US Department of
Transportation (DOT) has re-
stricted repatriation flights being
operated by Air India, saying that
the national airline will need spe-
cific authorisation from the de-
partment to conduct such flights.

“... Effective 30 days from the
service date of this Order, it shall

Al Express seeks nod to
fly passengers to Dubai
on Vande Bharat flights

New Delhi: Following a state-
ment by the Dubai govern-
ment allowing foreign na-
tionals holding residency
visasissued in Dubai toreturn
to the emirate starting June
22 and tourists fromoverseas
beginning July 7, Indian low-
cost airline Air India Express
has approached the authori-
ties there seeking permission
to fly passengers from
India to Dubai on the out-
bound legs of Vande Bharat
flights there. ENS

not perform any Third- and/or
Fourth-Freedom charter flights
unless the Department has
granted it specificauthority in the
form of a statement of authorisa-
tionto conductsuch charters,” the

Looking to counter Chinese
imports, govt to levy basic
Customs duty on solar gear

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JUNE 23

AS INDIA launches an offensive
against imports from China fol-
lowing deadly clashes at the dis-
puted Galwan Valley, the govern-
ment has finalised deadlines to
raise basic Customs duties on solar
generation equipment. This, cou-
pled with the country’s push forits
“Atmanirbhar Bharat” campaign,
has also prompted the govern-
ment to fix timelines for building
indigenous capacity for powerand
renewable energy equipment. It
has also mandated that firms im-
porting equipment and items
from countries with which India
has conflict to seek prior approval
of the power and new and renew-
able energy ministries.

In a meeting with industry
heads Tuesday, Minister of Power
and New and Renewable Energy
RK Singh said the Ministry would
be imposing basic Customs duty
onsolarmodules, cellsand invert-
ersstarting August. Financing from

The govt had earlier
implemented a 25%
safeguard duty on solar
cellimports from
countries like China
and Malaysia in July
2018, which is expected
to lapse by end of July

PFC,REC and IREDA will be struc-
tured inamanner that lower rates
of interest will be charged on de-
velopers using domestically man-
ufactured equipment, it said.

The government, earlier, im-
plemented a 25 per cent safeguard
duty on solar cell imports from
countries like China and Malaysia
inJuly 2018, which is expected to
lapse by the end of July this year.

In the case of goods and serv-
ices where domestic capacity is
not available and import is “in-
evitable”, the Ministry will be al-
lowing a fixed timeframe of 2-3
years to build indigenous capacity.

DHEFL auditor reports fair value loss
of 18,853 cr, ICD dues of 3,786 crore

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, JUNE 23

THE AUDITOR of Dewan Housing
Finance Corporation (DHFL), whi-
ch is under moratorium, has re-
portedafairvalueloss of Rs 18,853
croreas of March 2020, mismatch
of Rs 3,018 crore and stated that
recoverability of inter-corporate
deposits (ICDs) of Rs 3,786.24
crore “is yet to be ascertained”.
According to the auditor, KK
Mankeshwar & Co, DHFL'swhole-
sale loan portfolio aggregating Rs
49,585 crore (after classification
of this portfolio to “held for sale”
inthe previous yearended March
2019) has been “fair valued” as of
March 2020 at Rs 30,732 crore,
with the resulting fair value loss
aggregating Rs 18,853 crore. “Out
of this, fair value loss aggregating
to Rs 5,986 crore has been ac-
counted up to December 2019
and balanceloss of Rs 12,867 crore

“The process of
identifying and mapping of
thisamount toany
scheme under which they
were disbursed and
further steps to be taken
basis findings, are being
addressed as a part of
CIRPand the sameis
underway,”

KKMANKESHWAR & CO

hasbeen charged to the statement
of profit and loss for the quarter
ended March 2020,” it said.

On November 20, 2019, the
RBI superseded the board of di-
rectors of DHFL — managed by the
Wadhawans — owing to gover-
nance concerns and defaults in
meeting various payment obliga-
tions and appointed an Adminis-
trator torun the company. Subse-
quently, the National Company
Law Tribunal (MumbaiBench)ad-

mitted the application filed by the
RBI and commenced insolvency
process of the company under IBC.
The auditor said there’samis-
match amounting to Rs 3,018
crore that is yet to be identified
and mapped toindividual parties.
“The process of identifying and
mapping of this amount to any
scheme under which they were
disbursed and further steps to be
taken basis findings, are being ad-
dressed as a part of CIRP and the
same is underway,” it said.
DHFLhas reported aloss of Rs
13,575 crore (including compre-
hensive income) during the year
ended March 2020. This has ren-
dered it unable to comply with
regulatory requirements of the
National Housing Bank (NHB) in
respect of the net owned fund,
which also resulted in multiple
contraventions of the provisions
of NHB Act, 1987 and guidelines.
Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

Sebi eases preferential allotment, open
offer exemption norms for stressed cos

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE 23

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) eased rules
for pricing preferential shares is-
sued by stressed firms to raise
funds. According to the new
norms, eligible listed firms with
stressed assets will be able to
determine the pricing of their
preferential allotments at not
less than the average of the
weekly high and low of the vol-
ume-weighted average prices of
the related equity shares during
the two weeks preceding the
relevant date.

Sebi also said allottees of the

Compliance
norms for
FPIs relaxed

New Delhi: Relaxing compli-
ancerequirement for foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs), Sebi
Tuesday allowed scanned
copies of documents for re-
newing registration till Aug-
ust 31. Earlier, this relaxation
was given till June 30. PTI

EXPLAINED

Aimis to help
raising capital

THE FRAMEWORK is
aimed at helping
stressed companies raise
capital through timely fi-
nancial intervention.

preferential issue in such eligi-
ble companies will be exempt
from making an open offer if the
acquisition is beyond the pre-

scribed threshold or if the open
offer is warranted due to change
in control in terms of takeover
regulations.

USDOT said inanorderdated June
22.The main contention of the US
administration is that Air India is
flying commercial passengers on
flights to the USwithout the Indian
government allowing US airlines
to operate in a similar fashion.
The order also noted that on
May 26, Delta Air Lines requested
formal permission from the Indian
authorities to perform repatriation
charter services similar to those
provided by Air India. To date,
Delta has not received approval to
perform the requested repatria-
tion charters, the US DOT said.
Further, the US government regis-
tered its objections with the Indian
government through engagement
by the US Embassy in New Delhi
on May 28. However, it said the
Indian government “has thus far
failed to remedy the situation”.
Responding to the accusa-
tions, the Civil Aviation Ministry
said in a statement: “We have re-
ceived requests from concerned
authorities in several countries in-

Govt imposes
anti-dumping
duty on certain
steel products

from China,
S Korea, Vietham

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JUNE 23

THE GOVERNMENT Tuesday im-
posed anti-dumping duties for five
years on the imports of flat rolled
and plated steel or those coated
with aluminum and zinc alloy
from China, Vietham and South
Korea. The duty was imposed af-
ter the Directorate General of
Trade Remedies was convinced
that these countries had been ex-
porting the products to India “be-
low its associated normal value”.
This means the countries were ex-
porting the items at prices lower
than their own markets.

The dutyranges from $13.07 to
$173.10 per metrictonne.Inasep-
arate notification, the Finance
Ministry exempted certain prod-
ucts from Customs duties inexcess
ofthe 15-50 per centin-quota tar-
iff rates imposed on them.

Rural jobs rise,
unemployment
rate eases to
pre-lockdown
level: CMIE

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JUNE 23

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE in the
country has eased to pre-lock-
down single-digit level of 8.5 per
cent, with significant improve-
ment seen in rural unemploy-
ment rate to 7.3 per cent in the
week ended June 21 from 10.96
per cent a week ago due to better
Kharif sowing and higher MGN-
REGA activities, data from the
Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE) showed.

Unemployment rate had
peaked to 27.1 per cent in the
week ended May 3 and then it
moderated to 20 per cent in the
lastweek of May. In the first three
weeks of June, the unemploy-
ment rate dropped sharply to 17.5
per cent, then 11.6 per cent and
now 8.5 per cent, the CMIE said.

The main reason for the eas-
ingunemployment rateis in rural
India, which “may see bigger gains
in the months to come or at least
sustain the current gains”, the
agency said.

“While relaxation of the lock-
down has helped inalleviating the
unemployment stress in general,
rural India has apparently gained
by the massive suddenincreasein
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGA ) activitiesand also by
asharp increase in Kharif sowing
this year,” it said.

The person-days of jobs cre-
ated in May 2020 shot up to 565
million, 53 per cent higher than
the 370 million person-days of
jobs created under the scheme in
May 2019 or 2.55 times the aver-
age monthly person-days of jobs
created in 2019-20.

cluding the US, France, Germany
among others requesting that
their air carriers be allowed to par-
ticipate in the transportation of
passengers along the line being
conducted by Air India under
Vande Bharat Mission. These re-
quests are being examined”.

It added: “We have also had
one round of negotiations with
the US onJune 15, with represen-
tatives of the US Department of
Transportation and the US
Embassy on thisissue. They were
invited to submit precise propos-
alsin this respect. Acommunica-
tion has now been received on
June 19, 2020 detailing these re-
quests”.

The concept of travel bubbles
was first proposed by countries
like New Zealand that managed to
contain the COVID-19 outbreak
and wished to establish corridors
between their home state and the
country that has also been able to
deal with the pandemic.

“As we move from controlled

and managed aviation evacuation
of our citizens in different parts of
the world and foreign nationals
from India, we are now looking at
the possibility of establishing bi-
lateral arrangements. These evac-
uation flights which were prima-
rily meant for evacuation of our
citizens fromall over the world are
now increasingly carrying Indians
and citizens of other countries out
bound to countries where they are
normally resident,” the Indian civil
aviation ministry noted.

While the US did not disclose
any conversations with India re-
garding a travel corridor in its or-
der; it pointed out that it has “de-
termined that this situation calls
for close scrutiny, on a case-by-
case basis, of Air India passenger
charter operations until this issue
hasbeen satisfactorily resolved”. It
has ordered that a prior-approval
be sought for all Air India repatria-
tion flights, which will enable the
US government to exercise that
close scrutiny.

CoviDp ImpACT

‘Inequality gap to narrow
down post pandemic’

Post the COVID-19 pandemic, the inequality gap in the
country will narrow down, as income of rich states is
likely to decline more than the poor states, according to
an SBI research report- Ecowrap

AT ALLINDIA LEVEL, per capita

income (PCI), whichisameasure of

theearnings per personinanationor
geographic region, will decline by 5.4
percentinFY21toRs 1.43lakh

WORST HIT: In Delhi (-15.4 per
cent)and Chandigarh (-13.9 per

cent), thedeclinein PClisalmost
thrice than the declineatall India

levels (-5.4 per cent)

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT:
The nationwide lockdown has led to
layoffs and salary cutsinvarious
segments. Thisis expected toresult
inareductioninincome levels of
people and lower consumer
spending and adeclinein GDP. The
Centreandindustry will have togear
up to bring per capitaincome of
people togrowth trajectory again
Source: SBI Research/PTI

Outlook on recovery: The country will clearly have a
‘statistical V-shaped recovery / Swoosh’ in FY22
primarily due to favourable base effect

International market data till 1900 IST

Irdai allows
short-term
COVID policies
of 3-11 months

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,JUNE 23

THE INSURANCE Regulatory and
Development Authority of India
(Irdai) on Tuesday allowed health
and general insurers to offer short-
term health insurance policies of
three months to 11 months that
will give coverage against the
COVID-19 infection.

“Short-term policies may beis-
sued foraminimum termofthree
months to a maximum term of
eleven months. In between three
months and eleven months, the
policy term shall be in multiples of
completed months,” it said while
issuing the guidelines. However,a
policy termless than three months
isnot permitted. Irdai asked thein-
surers to devise inclusive short-
term health insurance products
“where waiting periods are part of
the product, such waiting period
shallnotexceed 15days”. “It'scon-
sidered that short-term healthin-
surance policies providing cover-
age specific to COVID-19 is the
need of the hour;” it said.

Production of
crude oil falls
7.1%, natural gas
by 16% in May
on virus impact

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JUNE 23

INDIA'S CRUDE oil and natural gas
production last month May fell by
7.1 per cent and 16 per cent, re-
spectively,compared to May 2019
dueto theimpact of COVID-190n
production of ONGC, Oil Indiaand
private producers of oil and natu-
ralgas,as per datareleased by the
Petroleum Ministry on Tuesday.
Total crude oil production in
May was 2,602.4 thousand met-
ric tonnes (TMT), 3.5 per cent
lower than the production target
of 2695.6 TMT. Total natural gas
output stood at 2,300 million met-
ric standard cubic metres (MM-
SCM), 11.32 per cent below the
monthly production target of
2,593.7 MMSCM. Lower crude oil
production was largely a result of
afall in the output of private sec-
tor firms producing crude under
production sharing contracts.

FinMin: Govt taking structural reforms
to support green shoots in economy

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,JUNE 23

THE FINANCE Ministry Tuesday
said various indicators suggest
that the Indian economy has start-
edrecoveringand that the Centre
is taking more structural reforms
to support the ‘green shoots'.

It presented select data points
including wheat procurement,
railway freight traffic, toll collec-
tions and fertiliser sales among
others to indicate that the econ-
omy isrecovering from the slump
induced by the economic lock-
down to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 pandemic. Analystsand
various economists, however, ex-
pect India to record a steep con-
traction in GDP in the April-June
quarter and experience a reces-
sion this year after along gap.

“Agricultural sector remains
the foundation of the Indian econ-
omy and with a forecast of a nor-

India 3rd largest
economy on PPP
basis for 2017

New Delhi: India hasretained
and consolidated its position
asthe third-largest economy
after China and the US in
terms of purchasing power
parity (PPP) for 2017, said the
government on Tuesday
quoting the World Bank data.

“Indiais also third-largest
economy in terms of its PPP-
based share in global actual
individual consumptionand
global gross capital formati-
on,” an NSO release said. PTI

mal monsoon, should support the
rebooting of the Indian Economy.
Though the GDP contribution of
the sector may not be very large
(inrelation to Industry and Servic-
es), its growth has a very positive

4,985 cr assistance given
to construction workers

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,JUNE 23

OVER 2.5 crore building and other
construction workers (BOCW)
across India received cash assis-
tance of Rs4,958 crore during the
lockdown against COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Ministry of Labour &
Employment said on Tuesday.
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkha-
nd, Dadra& Nagar Haveli, Daman
& Diu and Puducherry were the
regions that did not provide any
cash relief to construction work-
ers during the same period, data
released by the Ministry showed.
Among these six states/UTs,
Bihar and Puducherry did not pro-

New Delhi

vide any cash relief to these work-
ers, while Chhattisgarh, Dadra &
Nagar Haveli, Daman & Diu pro-
vided food packages only.

About 1.75 crore transactions
were done directly into the bank
accounts of the workers through
direct benefit transfer. Apart from
cash benefits ranging from Rs
1,000toRs 6,000 per worker dur-
ing thelockdown, some states like
Karnatakaalso provided food and
rationtoworkers. According tothe
Building and Other Construction
Workers  (Regulation  of
Employment and Conditions of
Service) Act, 1996, a cess is levied
and collected at the rate of 1 per
centof the cost of construction by
the state governments.

impact on the large population
dependent on agriculture,” the
Ministry said in a statement. Agri-
culture sector accounts foraround
16 per cent of GDP, while services
and industry form the major chu-
nk of economic output.

The Ministry said its commit-
ment towards structural reforms
would help in building on these
green shootsin the economy. Wh-
eat procurement by government
agenciesrose toafresh high of 382
lakh metric tonnes (LMT)on June
16,2020, against the previous rec-
ord of 381.48 LMT during 2012-
13. Fertiliser sales have surged
nearly 98 per centyear-on-yearin
May 2020t040.02 lakh tonnes, as
sowing area for Kharif crops rose
39percentinasonJune 19,itsaid,
adding, “The government and the
RBI have taken prompt policy me-
asures —both short termand long
term — in a calibrated manner to
reinvigorate the economy at the
earliest with minimal damage.”

Sensex rallies
519 points on
global cues,
capital inflows

Mumbai: Stock markets and the
rupee Tuesday gained ground on
capital inflows and strong global
cues,amid indications of a steady
recovery in the economy of many
countries. The Sensex rallied by
519 points to 35,430.43 and the
NSE Nifty index rose 160 pointsat
10,471 despite the US ban on H-
1Bvisas. The rupee closed 37 paise
higher at 75.66 against the dollar
after trading in the range of 75.64
to0 75.89 during the day.

The news of disengagement
between India and China, after
days of heated arguments, re-
lieved market participants. ENS
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Burnley issues apology for plane flying crude banner

Burnley apologised and vowed to hand out lifetime bans to those responsible for an
aircraft flying over Etihad Stadium during the English Premier League match
against Manchester City, trailing a banner that read “White Lives Matter Burnley”.

Novak tests positive for Covid-19

Djokovic and wife tested on return to Belgrade from Adria Tour

SHAHID JUDGE
MUMBAI, JUNE 23

“OH BOY.” Eight minutes after Patrick
McEnroe’s tweet, Nick Kyrgios, posted the
exact same message. But the Australian’s “Oh
boy” was attached to a news headline that
read: “World No. 1 Novak Djokovic has tested
positive for coronavirus.”

Before last Sunday, it seemed that tennis
had isolated itself from the virus successfully.
After all, there was just one case of an active
player, when Brazilian youngster Thiago
Seyboth Wild tested positive just before lock-
down. Since the weekend though, there have
been four more players, and Djokovic has be-
come the most high profile athlete across sports
to be infected. “The moment we arrived in
Belgrade, we went to be tested. My result is pos-
itive, justas Jelena’s (his wife), while the results
of our children are negative,” the Serb said.
“Everything we did in the past month, we did
with a pure heart and sincere intentions.

“We organised the tournament at the mo-
mentwhen the virus has weakened, believing
that the conditions for hosting the Tour had
been met. Unfortunately, the virus is still pres-
ent,and itisanew reality thatwe are still learn-
ing to cope and live with. I am hoping things
will ease with time so we can all resume lives
the way they were. | am extremely sorry for
eachindividual case of infection.

“I'hope that it will not complicate anyone’s
heath situation and that everyone will be fine.
[ will remain in self-isolation for the next 14
days, and repeat the test in five days.”

Crucially, the four new positive casesin ten-
nis - which includes Djokovic, former world
No. 3 Grigor Dimitrov, world No. 33 Borna Coric
and former world No.12 Viktor Troicki — have
come after the players took part in Djokovic’s
charity exhibition event, the Adria Tour.

Interestingly, Djokovic, who has been vo-
cal against vaccinations or even being tested,
did not get his test done until after he travelled
back to Serbia. The event was designed to be
played as two-day events across four differ-
ent countries, starting with Belgrade, Serbia,
then the most recent one in Zadar, Croatia. But
the final of the Zadar leg was cancelled, and
the Adria Tour, on Tuesday evening, called off
the rest of the tournament.

The charity exhibition event hasbeen heav-

Novak Djokovic has become the most
high-profile athlete across sports to
be infected. Reuters

ily criticised as norestrictions were putin place.

The players- the likes of Djokovic, world No.
3 Dominic Thiem (who won the first leg in
Belgrade), world No. 7 Alexander Zverev, world
No. 14 Andrey Rublevand 2014 US Open cham-
pion Marin Cilic - engaged in exhibition bas-
ketball and football matches, attended after-
parties, and spectators were neither required
tomaintain social distancing, nor wear masks.

Criticism for Djokovic however, had started
much before the Adria Tour launched. The 17-
time Grand Slam champion had initially been
critical over the US Open organisers’ proposals
of hosting the major with heavy restrictions.

The 33-year-old called them “extreme” and
“impossible.” He was particularly worried that
only one member of support staff would be al-
lowed through the tournament. On Friday,
however, he changed his stance, saying he was
“extremely happy” with the arrangements.

Meanwhile he defended the Adria Tour, say-
ing, “We followed the rules and measures laid
down by the governmentand public healthin-
stitutions fromday one.We didn't cross the line.
We went through all these processes, and the
overall result was fantastic.”

It wasn't till Sunday however, around 30
minutes before the final of the second leg in
Zadar, between Djokovic and Rublev, that
things started to unravel. Dimitrov, who had
pulled out of the second leg, announced that
he had tested positive for the virus. The final

EIGHT MORE MEMBERS TEST
POSITIVE, BUT PCB INSISTS
ENGLAND TOUR IS ON

Kolkata: Pakistan’s tour of England is on,
insists PCB, even as eight more mem-
bers of the touring party — seven play-
ersand a support staff - tested positive
for coronavirus. Fakhar Zaman, Imran
Khan, Kashif Bhatti, Mohammad
Hafeez, Mohammad Hasnain,
Mohammad Rizwan and Wahab Riaz,
and masseur Malang Ali tested positive.

This came on top of three Covid pos-
itive results — Haider Ali, Haris Rauf and
Shadab Khan - yesterday. In an ex-
tended 29-member squad, 10 players
have now been sent to self-isolation, al-
though apart from Rizwan, others
aren't Test regulars.

“The tour to England is on trackand
the side will depart as per schedule on
28 June. Fortunately, all the first-choice
red-ball squad, barring Mohammad
Rizwan, are negative, which means they
canstart trainingimmediately after they
have been tested and given the all clear
whenthey arrive in England,” PCB chief
executive Wasim Khan said. ENS

was suspended as a precaution.

When “around 100 people were tested,” ac-
cording to tournament director Djordje
Djokovic (Novak’s younger brother) who was
quoted by Reuters, Coric, Djokovic’s fitness
trainer Marko Paniki and Dimitrov’s coach
Kristijan Groh came positive. Troicki, who
played at the Belgrade event but did not travel
to Zadar also tested positive.

The new cases are bound to change the way
organisers of the US Open and French Open -
the latter especially, since they made it clear
they will hold the major with fans allowed in
the stadium - will go about staging their re-
spective events when the tour restarts in
August. In another Twitter post on Tuesday,
McEnroe had some advice to offer.

“We know that there’s nothing fool-proof
in our return in any walk of life, to normal life,
after thisor during this virus,” he says. “Nothing
is fool-proof, but don’t be foolish.”

Govt considers salary cut for foreign
coaches; federations up in arms

MIHIR VASAVDA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE GOVERNMENT is considering a salary
cut for the foreign coaching staff and high-
performance directors working with vari-
ous national teams owing to the economic
crisis brought about by the pandemic. The
‘thought’ was put forward during an e-
meeting between sports minister Kiren
Rijiju and top federation officials on Tuesday.

However, it was opposed unanimously
by the sports bodies, who argued that such
amove could see a mass exodus of coaches
in an Olympic year. The federations have,
instead, demanded that the contracts of the
coaches be extended till 2022 since India
will be competing in three major events in
aspan of 12 months, starting with the 2021
Olympics followed by the 2022
Commonwealth and Asian Games.

The Sports Authority of India (SAI) has
close to 40 foreign coaches and high-per-
formance directors on its payroll, with
salaries ranging from $4,000 per month to
as high as $15,000 per month.

Almost every Olympic team has a for-
eign coach attached to it. Contracts of all for-
eigners are set to expire on August 31, since
that was initially the end of the Olympic cy-
cle before the Tokyo Games got postponed.

Budget cut

With the Olympics now likely to take
place from July 23 to August 8, 2021, the fed-
erations are seeking extensions for the
coaches. A federation official said negotia-
tions are already underway and the sports
ministry’s suggestion took them by surprise.

The government even hinted at a
budget cut for sporting activities.

“It was a conversation. It is a thought
within the government that because of
the current economic situation in the
country, there should be a salary cut for
the foreign coaching staff. They shared
their thought with us. However, we re-
jected any such idea,” an official present
at the meeting said.

According to the official, the federa-
tions told the ministry that even a tiny re-
duction could see the coaches leave the

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

THE ROWING Federation of India (RFI) on
Tuesday launched an investigation into the
failed dope tests of 22 junior national team
scullers as the National Anti-Doping Agency
(NADA) called for the body to ‘introspect’.

The rowers, all aged under 18, tested
positive for probenecid, a drug used to
treat gout. Probenecid is slotted as a mask-
ing agent banned by the World Anti-
Doping Agency. Their samples were col-
lected in July last year during a training
camp in Hyderabad. Pointing at the 11-
month gap between sample collectionand
testresults, RFl secretary MV Sriram said a
procedural lapse could not be ruled out.

However, NADA director general
Navin Agarwal dismissed the theory.
“That (the 11-month gap) does not matter.
It happened because soon after we col-
lected the samples, the National Dope
Testing Laboratory was suspended and
we had to send the samples to a labora-
tory outside India,” Agarwal said. “What is
important is that 22 rowers have tested
positive. The federation should introspect
and find out what went wrong.”

The rowers have waived off their right
to get their B samples tested since that
process will be carried out in Doha, where
their urine samples were analysed. For a
B sample test, athletes have to be present

RFI launches probe after 22 rowers fail dope test

themselves and the international travel
restrictions rule out that possibility.

The federation, however, has de-
fended the rowers and said the failed tests
could possibly be because of contami-
nated supplements. “It has to be the food
supplements used which has resulted in
22 positive cases out of the 32 tested. We
are also perplexed by the findings. All due
procedures will be followed and we will
find out what went wrong,” Sriram said.

The administrator added that the
supplements consumed by the rowers
were recommended by the coaches and
approved by Sports Authority of India.
The athletes were included in the na-
tional training camp following their per-
formances in last year’s Khelo India
Games, Sriram said.

Agarwal did not rule out contamination
of supplements. “I don’t know who has
given this argument but it could be one of
the possibilities. At the same time, they may
not have taken due care in selecting the sup-
plement. The federation has to examine
what went wrong,” he said.

Since probenecid falls under the ‘spec-
ified substance’ category of the WADA,
the rowers could escape with a lenient
sanction and not the four-year ban im-
posed otherwise. WADA defines prohib-
ited substances as ‘specified’ and ‘non-
specified’ to ‘recognise that it is possible
for a substance to enter an athlete’s body
inadvertently.’

country and make it nearly difficult for
them to find a decent replacement in such
a short period.

“This is a time when the government
has to support the federations and an-
nounce bailout packages even for them
since a lot of sports will find it tough to get
corporate sponsorship. If they can’t do
that, they should at least not take away
what we have. If a coach leaves us now,
how will we get a replacement so close to
the Olympics and that too at a lower
budget?” another official reasoned.

Tuesday’s meeting was attended by
Rijiju, sports secretary Ravi Mittal, Sports
Authority of India director general Sandip
Pradhan as well as presidents and secre-
tary generals of the Indian Olympic
Association and 15 Olympic disciplines.

The federations have also been asked
to plan their calendars and consider the
possibilities of having domestic tourna-
ments. It is learnt that a few federations
are planning to organise tournaments
September onwards if the coronavirus sit-
uation improves by then.
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

ACROSS DOWN

1 People are known to hit them 2 Enterthelists?
9) (5)

8 Arope-spinning display on 3 Profoundly improve a channel
stage(5) of communication

9 SOS from freemasons for a (6)
privileged citizen 4 Doing nothing but fighting
(7) (8)

10 Anintriguing arrangement? 5 Possibly score a hundred in
(6) football (6)

11 Softillumination produces a 6 Bookstore?(7)
difficult situation 7 They mark time
(6) 9)

12 Iam conclusively shown to be 11 Play records with swank

better (8)

15 Iplan too haphazardly but it's
amatter of choice (8)

18 Cathy’s disorganised craft
(6)

20 Bills going to one receiving a
shrub (6)

21 Red wines turn scarlet(7)

22 They have a central meeting
place(5)

23 Afruit centre in a turmoil (9)

(324)

(8)

(6)

()

13 Versatile languages master?

14 Leaves high and dry on
beaches(7)
16 Dress I put on about spring

17 Does he play for scratch
teams? (6)
19 Giantbird onapole
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Solutions Crossword 4151: Across: 1Buffalo, 4 Rumba, 7 Gull, 8 Incamera, 10
Emigration, 12 Uplift, 13 Hansom, 15 Disbelieve, 18 Only just, 19 Rise, 20 Madam, 21
Shelley. Down: 1Bugle, 2 Fallible, 3 Ornate, 4 Reasonable, 5 Mien, 6 Anagram, 9
Traffic jam, 11 Especial, 12 Uniform, 14 Abuses, 16 Elegy, 17 Clod.

IF A BURGLAR
TRIES TO SREAK
IN, | FEE ON
HIE SOCKS

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

There’s a slight
@ planetary situation

which indicates that
family pressures. You're also
entering a high-stakes financial
carefully before taking chances.
Remember — a good gambler
TAURUS (Apr21 - May 21)

You may well feel as
@ too clever by half.

What relatives will
confusing their feelings with
their thoughts. You may give
their own desires, and even
provide some practical back-up.

The best way to
@ handle your feelings

Family members
could be surprisingly
some of your own uncertainties
in the process. Financial
perhaps because there are fresh
figures to come in.

Your emotional
@ security is an

you should be aware
that financial worries canbe a
deeper concerns. Bear in mind
that family decisions are now in
really can’t finalise your plans
until partners know what
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

The Moon is now
@ emotional presence,

which will account
temperature. There is nothing
to be gained from keeping

DAY TODAY

relaxation in the
you can pay less attention to
cycle, so calculate the odds very
never loses.

if people at home are
fail to realise is that they are
them more space to work out
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)

is to talk about them.
responsive, and you'll clear up
concerns may be given arest,
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

importantissue,and
substitute for coping with
the pipeline, and that you
they're doing.

due to step up its
for anincrease in the romantic
your feelings to yourself, but

JUMBLED WORDS . you must be clear about your
Difficulty Level 2s 5 ! (00) motives - because, if you're
Instructions a3 F < not, then you can’t expect
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LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

Lift your social

@ prepared to make
friends with new

personal skills will come in

useful, especially if you can get
making valuable allies for the
future. There’s a great deal to
more experienced people, by
the way.

You should now be
@ prepared to take

others, although it
won'’t be easy. It’s better
humanity. In love, it's
important to be as generous
count the cost now, then they’ll
remember it.

Lunar alignments
@ today are almost

activities, like
getting together with people
soul. Everything tends to
emphasise your optimism and
highways and byways. Once
you've worked out the odds,
caution to one side.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
moment to look at
business options. If

market, or otherwise planning

large domestic purchases, you
useful ones. Press ahead with
caution, guarding your rear and
be surprises around the

next corner.

If you have been

@ taking people for
about to be woken

up with ajolt. You will discover,

you, that complacency isa
dangerous condition. Keep your
through smoothly.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
instincts will be
stirred today, so you

line between performing

favours and being exploited.
that work can be emotionally
fulfilling. Just make sure that

horizons and be
people. Even at work, your
other people on your side,
be said for listening to wiser,
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
responsibility for
to see yourself as serving
with others as possible. If you
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
ideal for classic
who understand you, body and
desire to explore life’s
you may even put your innate
Thisis certainly a
@ you're in the housing
will have doubts, perhaps very
bearing in mind that there may
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
granted, you are
as so many others have before
wits about you and you'll sail
Your self-sacrificing
@ will have todraw a
Stay busy and you'll discover
your efforts don’t go unnoticed.
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