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SHAMEERVT,a labourcontrac-
tor in Kozhikode, is a worried
man.Justoverthreemonthsago,
hewasmanagingabout150mi-
grantworkers, mostly from the
Northeast, who were busy at
building sites across the north-
erndistrict. Today,he's leftwith
“just six” — and they want a
wagehike.
“Businesshasbecomecostly.

Earlier,anunskilledworkerwas
paidaboutRs700-800foraday's
work. Now, theywant Rs 1,000
since there are only a few left,’’
he says.

Shameer'sstory,inanutshell,
is Kerala's newmigrant crisis.
With at least 3 lakh workers
leavingthestateamidtheCovid
lockdown, the pillars that
proppedupitseconomy—from
construction tomanufacturing
and farming—arecrumbling.
The only hope now, say

stakeholders, isthattheworkers
will return once the pandemic

subsides.Or, as LabourMinister
T P Ramakrishnan believes,
Kerala'sownmigrantsreturning
from theMiddle East, could fill
part of the gap—nearly 72,000
have returned so far, and over 1
lakhmoreareexpected,manyof
themhavinglosttheirjobstothe
pandemicdistress.
“All sectors are feeling the

shortageasweeaserestrictions.
Afterthelockdown,3lakhwork-
ers left for their home states...
manyarestillgoingback.Over5
lakhworkershad leftbefore the
lockdown.Many are willing to
returnwhennormal train serv-
ices resume, and employers are
ready to offer quarantine facili-
ties,’’ saysRamakrishnan,asen-
iorCPMleader.

“Now,ourhopeisthatatleast
a section of expats returning
fromtheMiddleEastwill fill the

vacuumforskilledandunskilled
work.Weareencouragingthem
tosignupwiththeskillregistry,’’

he says.
The construction industry is

theworst-hit.“About90percent
of unskilled work and 40 per
centof semi-skilled jobs isdone
bymigrants. The crisis will be-
come more severe,’’ warns
George Thomas, general secre-
tary,KeralaBuildersAssociation.
For instance, a construction

site in Thiruvananthapuram,
which had employed 2,000mi-
grantworkers, has only 300 left.
UralungalLabourContractCo-op-
erativeSociety,aleadingfirmen-
gaged in government projects,
had 4,000 workers. “Now we
have1,000.Wehavebegunare-
cruitmentdriveforlocalworkers,
including thosewho lost their
jobs in the Middle East,’’ says

ShajuS, themanagingdirector.
IncentralKerala,thesawmill

and plywood industry, which
had turned Ernakulam district
intoamigranthub, is tottering.
“Manufacturing has come

downto40percent.Manyunits
had employedworkers from a
particular stateasagroup. They
have all gone back. Those re-
maining are demanding higher
wages,’’saysAzeesPandiyarpilly,
general secretary, Sawmill
OwnersandPlywoodManufac-
turersAssociation.
Infarming,theclockisticking

becausemost of thework hap-
pens in syncwith themonsoon.
In Palakkad,which is known as
the state's granary, officials ex-
pect paddy cultivation to be se-

verelyhit.“Mostofthericeplant-
ing is done by migrants from
Bengal and Tamil Nadu. Many
haveleftwhileothersareaffected
bythecurbsoninter-statemove-
ment,” saysa localofficial.
Pineapple Growers Associa-

tion president Baby John says
that every June, the sector un-
dertakes new planting on
around15,000acres.“Thistime,
it will not bemore than 3,000
acres,’’ he says.
All isnotlostyet,saysGeorge

Mathew,whoworksamongmi-
grants under the Progressive
Labour Movement for Justice.
“We have started getting calls
fromworkers willing to return
becauseof thebetterwages,’’he
says.
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Over3 lakhmigrants leftduring lockdown,state is looking
atGulf returnees.AP file
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SC clears Puri
Rath Yatra,
but with no
crowds, with
distancing

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

THE RATH Yatra of Lord
Jagannath in Puri will go ahead
as scheduled fromTuesday, but
nocongregationwillbeallowed
andstepswillbetakentoensure
that health and safety are not
compromised.
A three-judge bench of the

SupremeCourt headedbyChief
Justice of India S A Bobde on
Monday partiallymodified its
June18order,bywhichithadre-
strainedtempleauthoritiesinPuri
andelsewhereinOdishafromtak-
ingoutRathYatrasthisyear.
Thecourthadcitedthe“dan-

ger” to public health that the
Yatra could pose in themidst of
the coronavirus pandemic, as
lakhsofdevoteestakepartinthe
annual religious spectacle.
In its revised order on

Monday, thecourtdirected that
allpointsofentryintoPuri—air-
ports, railway stations, bus
stands, etc. — should be closed
for thedurationof the festival.
The bench, also comprising

JusticesDineshMaheshwariand
A S Bopanna, asked the Odisha
governmenttoimposeacurfew
starting8pmonMonday“inthe
City of Puri on all the days and

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Delhi to send oxygen
support to those who
fall ill in home isolation
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

ASCOVIDcasescontinuetosurge
in the Capital, with Delhi over-
taking Tamil Nadu as the state
withthesecondhighestcaseload
inthecountryafterMaharashtra,
the Delhi government on
Monday said it would help pa-
tients under home isolation to
monitor theiroxygensaturation
levelsandevensendoxygencon-
centrators, if necessary.
“The biggest issue we have

seenisoxygenlevelsfallingsud-
denly. Some patients require
oxygen immediately. Thoseun-
derhomeisolationwillbegiven
oximeters tomonitor their lev-

els…Wewill also give them a
number they can call if the lev-
els dip. A teamwill reach your
housewith a concentrator. The
patient can be stabilisedwhile
beingshiftedtothehospital.This

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

BEYONDTESTINGand isolation,
fatalitymitigation has emerged
asanewfocusareaofthegovern-
ment'sCovidcontainmentplan,
ashighlightedbytheCentredur-
ingmeetingswith representa-
tivesof states lastweek.
A top government func-

tionary told The Indian Express
that tokeep the fatality rateun-
dercontrol, therehavebeende-
liberationswith states on three
sub-aspectsof theclinicalman-
agement of patients: the time
taken for patients to reach the
hospital andthecall refusal rate
ofambulances;theaveragetime
thepositivepatientspendsinthe
triageareabeforebeingassigned
a bed; and the response of the
hospitalsinprovidingnon-inva-
sive oxygen to patients. These
‘sub-aspects’,sourcessaid,often
makethedifferencebetweenlife
anddeath for seriouspatients.
In the June 11meetingwith

health secretaries of states,

CabinetSecretaryRajivGaubahad
highlightedthat82percentofthe
deathswere from five states—
Maharashtra,Delhi,Gujarat,West
Bengal,andMadhyaPradesh;and
that65districtshaveacasefatal-
ity rate higher than 5 per cent,
much higher than the national
case fatality rate of 3.22%.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

KAUNAINSHERIFFM&
MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

THEDELHI Police investigation
intooneof the first killings in the
February communal riots in
Northeast Delhi has concluded
that the victim, 18-year-old
Amaan,succumbedtobulletsfired
bya“violentcrowd”atpolicethat
ricochetedoff theMetro linepil-
lars,accordingtocourtdocuments

reviewedby The Indian Express.
AmaandiedonFebruary25near
theanti-CAAprotest site outside

theJaffrabadMetrostation.
Policearrested10meninthe

casebetweenMarch5andApril
13, andnamedthemasaccused
in the chargesheet filed under
IPCsection302(murder):Mohd
Shahid (37), Mohd Shahrukh
(24), Mohd Gulfam (23), Mohd
Gufran(23),Aqeel(26),Mehfooz
Raja (30), Mohd Azad (39),
RifaqatAli(39),MohdFaizan(19)
andSalman(26).
Court records show that po-

lice fired 108 bullets that day at
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Father-in-law acquitted, five get life
term in Tamil Nadu Dalit killing case
ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, JUNE22

SETTINGASIDEatrialcourtorder
thathadawarded thedeathsen-
tence to B Chinnaswamy, the
main accused in theUdumalpet
honourkillingcaseofMarch2016,
the Madras High Court on
Monday acquitted him of all
charges.Thecourtalsocommuted
to life thedeathsentenceagainst
fiveotherconvictsinthecase.
Chinnaswamywas accused

of hiring a gangwhohackedhis
son-in-lawVShankar,then22,at

theUdumalpetmarket in broad
daylight. Themurder, captured
on CCTV cameras, had led to
Shankar'swifeKausalyafighting
the case against her parents,
ChinnaswamyandAnnalakshmi.
WhileChinnaswamy,adriver

and a localmoney lender from
the temple town of Palani, be-
longedtotheThevarcommunity,
anOtherBackwardClassthaten-
joys political and social clout in
thestate,ShankarwasaDalit.
In December 2017, the
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RITIKACHOPRA
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

STRESSING THAT the Election
Commission(EC)willgothe“ex-
tramile”toensurethatthepan-
demic does not affect voter
turnout in the Bihar polls later
thisyear,ElectionCommissioner
Sushil Chandra told The Indian
Express that Covid patientswill
be allowed to vote through
postalballots.
Inastrong indication that the

Biharpollsarelikelytobeheldon
time, Chandra said the Law
MinistryhasacceptedtheEC'spro-
posal on this issue, following
whichanewcategoryof “Covid-
19suspectoraffectedpersons”has
beenaddedunderRule27Aofthe
ConductofElectionRules,1961.
Tobeeligibleunder thenew

category, the voter should have
testedpositive in a government
healthcare facility or one desig-
nated by the government as a
Covid hospital. Voters under
“home quarantine or institu-
tionalquarantine”canalsoavail
thepostal ballot option, he said.
"TherewillbeanSOPfor the

Covid-positivevotertonotifythe
ReturningOfficer...Once the ap-
plication is accepted, the voter

willnotbeallowedtovoteathis
orherpollingbooth.Thisfacility
will be extended to all future
elections, including bye-elec-
tions,"Chandrasaid.
Asked about voters in con-

tainment zoneswhoarenot in-
fected, Chandra said the panel
hassoughtinputsfromthestate
ChiefElectoralOfficer(inBihar),
andisconsideringafewoptions,
includingadvancevoting.
"We don't want the turnout

togodown...Wewillgotheextra
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

SECONDMEETINGATMOLDO-CHUSHULBORDERPOINT

Indiapressingfor
returntolocations
beforebuild-up

Rajnath reaches Moscow, Jaishankar
and Wang Yi meet today at RIC talks

SUSHANTSINGH&
KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

THE MEETING between XIV
Corps Commander Lt General
Harinder Singh andhis Chinese
counterpart to reduce tensions
on the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Ladakh continued for
morethantenhoursMonday in
searchof abreakthrough.
Thiswasthesecondmeeting

between the two senior com-
manders after the understand-
ing they reached at theirmeet-
ing on June 6 could not be
implemented following the
GalwanValley clashes between
thetwosidesonJune15thatleft
20 Indianpersonneldead.
Like the first meeting, the

meetingMondaywasheldatthe
BorderPersonnelMeetingPoint
atMoldo on the Chinese side of
theLAC,oppositeChushul.
An official told The Indian

Express that the agenda of the
meeting was to build on deci-
sions agreed upon in the previ-
ous meeting of the two Corps
Commanders.
Aswiththepreviousmeeting,

the agenda centered around the
restorationof statusquoanteon
theLACasofApril,whichmeans
disengagementandde-escalation
bybothsidesalongtheborder.
The process decided during

thepreviousmeeting for disen-
gagement had started from

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

ADAYafterhismeetingwiththe
military brass on the situation
along the Line of Actual Control
in Ladakh, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh reachedMoscow
Monday night to start a three-
dayvisit.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, meanwhile, will be
participating in a virtualmeet-
ing of the foreign ministers of
Russia, India and China (RIC)
Tuesday.
Thiswill be Jaishankar’s first

face-to-face meeting with
Chinese counterpartWangi Yi
aftertheGalwanValleyincident
inwhich20IndianArmyperson-

nel, including theCommanding
Officerof16Bihar,werekilledin
violent clashes with Chinese
troopsonthenightof June15.
As he set out from Delhi,

RajnathSingh, inaTwitterpost,
said: “Leaving forMoscow on a
three-dayvisit.ThevisittoRussia
will giveme an opportunity to
hold talks on ways to further

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

DelhiChiefMinisterArvind
KejriwalonMonday.ANI

InPurionMonday,aheadof
theRathYatra. PTI

Amaan,18,waskilled inthe
violenceonFebruary25. File

DefenceMinisterRajnathSingharrives inMoscowforathree-dayvisitonMonday.DefenceMinistry
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teenager, who was shot near
CrescentPublicSchool,diedhours
later in LNJPHospital.
In the chargesheet filed at the

trial court on June 2, police have
listed disclosure statements,
recordedundersection161of the
CrPC, from some of the accused
thatnametheothers --andpros-
ecutionwitnessesthat include33
police and six CRPF personnel, a
private videographer and the
owner of a private studio, and
ninedoctors.
The chargesheet says investi-

gators examined thecrimescene
onMarch19,but“failedtogetany
footagetrace”fromCCTVcameras
nearthespotandadjoiningareas.
It says footage obtained from a
privatecameraman,Madan,who
was hired by police to record the
riots was used to identify the ac-
cused and ascertain the “clothes
worn” by them.
In its reply filed on Shahid’s

bail plea at the trial court on June
1, police claim that “the violent
crowdwasbentuponproceeding
towardsMaujpur, where already
anothermobof thedifferentcom-
munitywaspresent”.
Taken together, the police re-

ply and the chargesheet present
crucial details:

■Causeof injury:“Duringthe
investigation, a lot of effort was
takentofindoutwhichriotershot
Amaan. However, the violent
crowdwasthousands innumber,
belongingtoaparticularcommu-
nity, andnoone came forward to
speakthetruth.However,accord-
ing tokeywitnessespresentdur-
ing the incident, the rioterswere
aimingatpoliceandfiringbullets.
There is a Metro line above and
pillarsbelow.Thebulletscollided
withthepillarsandhit thecrowd,
andoneamongthemwasAmaan
who was shot by the bullets.
Manyotherpersonsalsowerehit
bythesebullets," thechargesheet
states.

■ Cause of death: The
chargesheet cites doctors who
conducted the post-mortem as
saying thatAmaandiedof ahead
injury “caused by a projectile of
firearmweapon”.
Citing a secondmedical opin-

ion, which was sought by police,
thechargesheetstates:Theinjury
was“possiblebyboth7.65mmor
8mmboreweapons”; the “intact
bullet/projectile was not found”;
“onlythebrokenpieceof thepro-
jectile was found in the trace of
thewound”;and, the“boreof the
weaponwillbeopinedbythebal-
listic expert”.

■ Bullet calibre: In its court
reply, police claim that it recov-
ered 11 cartridges of 7.65mm,
seven cartridges of 8mm, and 17
cartridges of 5.56 mm calibre
from the spot. The chargesheet
states that the108bullets firedby
police fromtheir Insasrifleswere
of 5.56mm.

■ The incident: The
chargesheet refers to a recorded
statement from Amaan's father,
Iqbal Ahmed: “...my son, left
home around 2-3 pm.When he
reached Tentwala school, there
was a fight. I don’t know from
where bullets were being fired,
but they struck my son. There
were 4,000-5,000 persons at the
spot. Some persons carried my
son to JPC Hospital and later to
LNJPhospital. Somepeoplecame
and informed that due to firing
fromthecrowd,Amaanhadtobe
admitted. I request you to hand
over my son’s dead body. I don't
want any typeof legal action.”

■Callrecords,videofootage:
The chargesheet claims that “ex-
aminationofvideoscaptureddur-
ingtheincidentprovesthatall the
arrested accusedwerepresent at
thespot”. It says thatquestioning
of accusedandCDRrecords ledto
raids at locations where those
who fired were suspected to be
hiding or likely tomeet, but they
“could not find any clues and the
search is still in progress”.
The “voice of people firing”

was also captured in the record-
ing,policeclaim,addingthat they
haveaskedforCCTVfootagefrom
thePWDdepartment.

SC clears Puri
Rath Yatra, but
with no crowds
during all the time when Rath
Yatrachariotsaretakeninproces-
sion...”, and “on such other days
and during such time as deemed
necessary”.
No one would be allowed to

comeoutof theirhomesorplaces
of residence such as hotels, lodg-
inghouses, etc.,whenthecurfew
is in force, the order said.
Each Rath, the court said,

“shall bepulledbynotmore than
500 persons including officials
andpolicepersonnel”,who“shall
be tested for the Coronavirus”,
and only those found negative
will be allowed toparticipate.
They will also be required to

maintain social distancing, and
there will be an interval of one
hour between two chariots, the
court said.
Only a “bare minimum num-

berofpeople”whoareCovidneg-
ativewillbeallowedtoattendthe
rituals associated with the Rath
Yatra,andtheywillberequiredto
maintain social distancing.

Thebenchputtheresponsibil-
ity of ensuring that these norms
are followedonthecommittee in
chargeof the temple administra-
tion. “Eachmember... shall be re-
sponsible for due compliance”
with the conditions imposed by
it, and the Central guidelines on
public health, the court said.
“Officers designated by the State
Government for conduct of the
Rath Yatra shall be responsible
likewise,” it said.
The court accepted the pro-

posal of Solicitor General Tushar
MehtatotelecasttheYatra,sothat
devoteescouldwitness itwithout
comingout on the street.
“TheritualsandtheRathYatra

shall be freely covered by the vi-
sual media,” the court said, and
askedthestategovernment toal-
lowTVcameras to be installed at
suchplaces asmaybenecessary.
Odisha, thecourtnoted, “hasa

good record of having controlled
the pandemic with a very little
lossof life”,and“weseenoreason
whythesameattitudeof careand
caution should not be applied to
theRathYatra”.
Thecourt said thaton June18,

it “had suggested to the parties
that the...Yatra ...couldbeallowed
toproceed,however,without the
general congregationwhich par-
ticipates in this Yatra”.
However, it said, “Wewere in-

formedthat itwouldbewellnigh
impossible toensure that there is
no congregation. This Court was,
therefore, leftwith no option but
tograntan injunctionrestraining
theRathYatra itself.”
On June 18, SGMehta, repre-

senting theCentre,hadproposed
that theYatrabeorganisedminus
the congregation; however, the
Odishagovernment, represented
by Senior Advocate Harish Salve,
had said that itwouldbedifficult
to do so.
OnMonday, thecourtsaidthat

Odishahadinafreshaffidavitsaid
that it might be possible to con-
duct the Yatra “in a limited way

without public attendance”, and
that “this has been proposed by
Gajapati Maharaj of Puri, who is
the Chairman of the Puri
Jagannath Temple
Administration”.
“Indeed”, the court said in its

order, “if it is possible to ensure
thatthere isnopublicattendance,
we see no reason why the Rath
Yatra cannot be conducted safely
along itsusual route fromtemple
to temple”.
After the June 18 order, an or-

ganisation of devotees of Lord
Jagannath had urged the Odisha
governmenttoappeal totheSCto
allowtheYatrawithprecautions,
and without any congregation.
Some individuals, including the
hereditary chief servitor of the
Lord,andBJP leaderSambitPatra,
hadmovedseparateapplications
seekingpermission for theYatra.
OnMonday, the applications

were listed before a single-judge
benchof JusticeArunMishra.
Backing the request formodi-

fication of the order, the SG said
thecenturiesoldritualshouldnot
beinterferedwith.Croresofdevo-
tees believe that if the Lord can-
not come out on the day of the
Yatra, he cannot comeout for the
next 12years, he said.
The Odisha government ex-

pressed agreement with the
Centre on conducting the Yatra
withcertainprecautions. In itsaf-
fidavit, the state said that its ap-
prehension “is primarily related
to thousands of Rath Yatras tak-
ingplaceallover theState”which
see “attendance by lakh of devo-
tees”.TheStatewould, it said, en-
deavour to make the necessary
arrangements for the Rath Yatra
if itwas“confinedtoPurialone in
a limited waywithout public at-
tendance...”
The matter was then sent to

thethree-judgebenchheadedby
the CJI, which took it up by video
conference inthepost-lunchses-
sion. The bench clarified that it
washearingtherequest formod-
ificationonlyinrespectof thePuri
temple.

Delhi to send
oxygen support
to the ill
will be present in each district.
Once a person is cured, the
oxymeter can be returned to the
government,” Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said on
Monday.
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia

said1 lakhoxymeterswerebeing
procured, with each costing be-
tweenRs1,000 andRs3,000.
On Sunday, in a meeting at-

tended by Kejriwal, Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia and L-G Anil
Baijal, among others, Home
Minister Amit Shah had directed
the Delhi government to share
with the Centre details of every
CoviddeathintheCapitalandalso
take care to note whether a pa-
tient who died was in home iso-
lation and if the person was
broughttothehospitalattheright
time.
OnMonday, asDelhi reported

close to 3,000 new cases, the to-
tal number of infections reached

63,335.Mumbai,whichhasbeen
the citywith thehighest number
of cases since the start of the epi-
demic inMarch,has67,586cases,
and is growing at amuch slower
pace thanDelhi.
At 5.7 per cent, the average

daily growth (7-day cumulative
dailygrowthrate) in thecapital is
currently thehighest inthecoun-
try. Considering this rate of
growth, the Capital looks poised
to emerge as the city with the
largest number of cases.
The CM, however, struck a

positive note onMonday, saying
the number of patients recover-
ing has risen over the past week.
While Delhi has 23,820 active
cases, 36,602 have recovered, he
said. There are 13,377 hospital
bedsinthecity,ofwhich6,256are
occupied. Of these beds, 460 are
occupied,248arevacantand708
have ventilators. Another 12,922
peopleareunderhome isolation.
“A week ago, there were

24,000activecases. Therecovery
rate is rising and at present, it
seems like the situation is stabil-
ising.Wearealsotestingthriceas
much as wewere earlier. No one
should face any issues in getting
testednow,”Kejriwal said.
Kejriwal said the number of

hospital admissions have been
low over the past 10 days, a sign
that most patients were either
asymptomatic or only had mild
symptoms.
“On June 12, 5,300 bedswere

occupied. Today this number is
6,200.Thismeansthat in10days,
900 more beds have been occu-
pied evenas thenumber of cases
recorded in this period is around
23,000. This means two things –
onethatthenumberofpeoplego-
ingtohospitals isonaparwithre-
coveries and second, that there
arefewercasesthatrequirehospi-
tal admission. Fornow,wedonot
need a lot of beds but we aren’t
complacent.Wehave created in-
frastructure on awar footing and
are getting a lot of support from
theCentre.This isnot thetimefor
politics. We need to fight to-
gether,” he said.
The CM also targetted China,

saying the country was fighting
“twowars”againstChina. “One is
against the virus sent by China
and the second against China at
theborder.Doctorsandnursesare
fighting the virus, and at thebor-
der, soldiers are fighting... There
should not be any politics over
this. Our 20 soldiers did not re-
treat,wecannotretreateither,”he
said.

EC to allow
postal ballots for
Covid-affected
mileandevenensurethat, if need
be, a polling officer is sent to de-
liverthepostalballottotheCovid-
positive voter and even bring it
back," he said.
To ensure social distancing,

the EC has decided to limit the
number of voters at each polling
booth to 1,000, instead of 1,600
undernormalcircumstances. "So
we will have to add another
30,000polling stations," he said.
As for campaigning by politi-

calparties,Chandrasaid, "(It)will
alsohaveto followthehealthand
NDMA guidelines. Parties will
have to rely on virtual rallies and
campaigning through social me-
dia. But the situation could
change closer to the date of the
poll in Bihar.”
The term of the Bihar

Assembly ends onNovember 29.

TN honour
killing: HC
acquits accused
Principal District and Sessions
court in Tiruppur had awarded
deathsentencetosixof the11ac-
cused in the case, including
Chinnaswamy.
On Monday, while setting

aside the lower court's order
againstChinnaswamyandacquit-
ting him of all charges, including
that of criminal conspiracy, the
High Court division bench of
JusticeMSathyanarayananandM
Nirmal Kumar, said the prosecu-
tion was “unable to prove the
charge of conspiracy beyond any
reasonable doubt”.
The High Court, however, up-

heldthe lowercourt'sacquittalof
Kausalya's mother and uncle
Pandidurai.Theinvestigationoffi-
cer had moved an appeal in the
HighCourtagainst theiracquittal.
While Kausalya’s statement

against her parents had played a
key role in Chinnaswamy's con-
viction in the lower court, the
HighCourt in itsorderchallenged
several of the evidence that the
prosecutionpresented in court.
For instance, the prosecution

had held as evidence the cell-
phone conversations
Chinnaswamy had with two of
the other accused, and details of
currency notes that he allegedly
paid thehiredkillersandwitness
accounts of the conspiracy being
hatched at two locations.
While rejecting the prosecu-

tion case, the High Court bench
observed that they had failed to
submit CCTV images from the
ATM fromwhere Chinnaswamy
allegedlywithdrewmoneytopay
the gang.
However, thecourtupheldthe

trialcourt'sconvictionagainst five
others since the CCTV images
fromthemarketestablishedtheir
identity.
Observing that the five be-

longed to the Piranmalaikallar
community, “a denotified com-
munity”, and other Backward
Class and Most Backward Class
communities, andmakingnoteof
the fact that none of them had
any “bad antecedents”, the court
commuted their death sentence
to life.
The government counsel said

they would challenge the High
Courtorder.“Wewillstudytheor-
der, lookatreasonsforthisacquit-
tal and go aheadwith an appeal.
The government has a strong
viewagainst such castemurders,
wewill challenge it,” he said.
Reacting toMonday's verdict,

Kausalya’smothersaidtheywere
innocentandthat thiswas“God’s
verdict.”
Kausalya said, “My Shankar

would have been still alive if

Chinnaswamy and his wife were
innocentinthiscase.”Shesaidshe
wouldcontinuethe legalbattle to
ensure justice for Shankar.
ShankarandKausalyahadmet

two years before the murder,
while they were students of an
engineering college in Pollachi
nearCoimbatore.Afterher family
opposed their relationship, she
started staying at Shankar’s
house.Themurder,eightmonths
after their marriage, happened
when they were in Udumalpet
towntobuyclothes forShankar's
birthday and a farewell party in
college.
Six months after Shankar’s

murder, Kausalya cleared a cen-
tral government exam and
bagged a permanent job. Her le-
gal fight also saw her emerge as
an icon of anti-castemovements
in the state. In December 2018,
shemarriedSakthi,anactivistand
the player of parai, a traditional
drum.

Focus on getting
patients to
hospitals
“Certain states have fatality

rates of around just one per cent,
and some have rates that are
higher. For instance, despite the
huge spike indaily cases in Tamil
Nadu, the state's Covid fatality
ratehoversaround1percentand
Karnataka's is a little over 1 per
cent.Thenumberofdeathsbeing
reported tells us about the effec-
tiveness of clinicalmanagement.
And that something is not hap-
pening right in states which are
reporting high fatality rate as far
as clinicalmanagementof hospi-
talisedpatients isconcerned,” the
source said.
Onthe first sub-aspectof clin-

icalmanagement–thetimetaken
bypatients toreachhospitalsand
the response of ambulance serv-
ices– thesourcepointedout that
there has been “substantial im-
provement” in the national
Capital in the last oneweek.
“The time to reach the hospi-

tal fromthepatient's residence is
animportantaspect,especiallyfor
patients with severe symptoms.
Also, call refusal rate of ambu-
lances is a very important data
thatwouldrevealhowfastthepa-
tient is reaching the hospital. For
instance, inDelhi,datapointsout
that there has been a substantial
improvement in (the response of
ambulances) in the last one
week,” the source said.
On the second sub-aspect --

theaverage timespentby thepa-
tients inthetriageareabeforebe-
ing assigned a bed -- the source
said. “This is also very crucial. A
suspected patient could spend
fiveminutesoreven fivehours in
thetriagearea. If apatientspends
fivehours, thechancesof thatper-
son dying are that much more.
Also, thechancesof thepatient in-
fecting people in the triage area
are higher,” the source said,
adding state governments, “are
reviewing these two important
data on adaily basis”.
The triage, often the emer-

gencydepartmentof hospitals, is
usually thepatient's first point of
contactwithhealthprofessionals.
It's here that a clinical investiga-
tion of the patient is done for
Covid symptoms. The govern-
ment has mandated that in the
triagearea, thesuspectedpatient
shouldbegivenatriple-layersur-
gicalmaskanddirected toan iso-
lation room, if available.
On the third sub aspect, the

source pointed to the effective
clinical management of states
such as Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka, which have a case fa-
tality rate of less than 2%, in pro-
viding non-invasive oxygen sup-
port to patients.
“Once the patient is assigned

a bed, the focus shifts to how re-
sponsivethehospital is inprovid-
ing ventilator or non-invasive
oxygen support to the person. In
TN and Karnataka, oxygen has
savedpeople,notventilators,” the
source said.

Rajnath Singh reaches Moscow
deepentheIndia-Russiadefence
and strategic partnership. I shall
also be attending the 75th
VictoryDayParade inMoscow.”
Chinese Defence Minister
GeneralWeiFengheisalsolikely
tobepresentattheMoscowmil-
itary parade on June 24 tomark
the75thanniversaryoftheSoviet
victoryoverNaziGermanyinthe
SecondWorldWar.
IndianandChinesetroopsare

participatingintheparade,along
with contingents from other
countries.
Singhwill meet the Russian

defencebrass and is expected to
reviewsuppliesofdefenceequip-

ment in the coming months.
During his discussions with
Russian Deputy PrimeMinister
Yury Borisov and Defence
Minister Sergei Shoigu, he is
likely toraise the issueof thede-
livery of the S-400missile de-
fencesystemsaswell.
Incidentally, the RIC, which

will bring Jaishankar andWang
Yi face-to-face, has become a
platformforstrategiccommuni-
cationduringcrises.
On February 27, 2019, then

ExternalAffairsMinisterSushma
Swaraj had travelled toWuzhen
in China for the RIC meeting.
Within hours of the Balakot air

strikes, she met Wang Yi and
Russian ForeignMinister Sergey
Lavrov andexplained the Indian
action.
Before that, in November

2018,theleadersofRICcountries
— President Vladimir Putin,
PrimeMinister NarendraModi,
Chinese President Xi Jinping --
hadmet at the leaders’ level for
the first time, after a gap of 12
years.Themeetingtookplaceon
thesidelinesof theG-20summit
inBuenosAires.
AndinDecember2017,Wang

Yi had travelled to India—more
than three months after the
Doklam crisiswas resolved— in

whatwasthefirsthigh-levelvisit
fromChinatoIndiaafterthebor-
der standoff. It also laid the
groundwork for the informal
summit inWuhan.
Tuesday’sRICmeeting,which

is being chaired by Russia, is a
special session tomark the75th
anniversary of the victory over
NaziGermany.
But the threeministers, the

Ministry of External Affairs said,
are“expectedtodiscuss thecur-
rent situation of the global pan-
demic and the challenges of
globalsecurity, financialstability
andRICcooperation in that con-
text”.

FROMPAGEONE
Corps Commanders talk
well into the night
Galwan Valley, wherein the two sides had agreed to
create a de facto ‘buffer zone’ and both the armies
were to step back out of that area in a phasedman-
ner. Itwastobeimplementedaftermeetingsbetween
the commanders on the ground. During the imple-
mentation process, both sides clashed over the exis-
tence of a Chinese Observation Post in the ‘buffer
zone’.
In the previous meeting between the Corps

Commanders, there was no breakthrough over
Chineseconstructionandmilitarydeploymenteight
kilometrestothewestof theLAConthenorthbankof
the Pangong Tso. Thiswas expected to remain ama-
jorpointof contentionbetweenthetwosidesduring
Monday’smeeting,as theChinesesidehadrefusedto
engage on the matter and had been pressing hard
against the Indiandeployment.
This meeting was held at the Corps Commander

level as six rounds of talks at theMajorGeneral level
hadfailedtobreaktheimpassebetweenthetwosides.
TheChinese ForeignMinistry’s statement last Friday
hadalso said that “a secondcommander-levelmeet-
ingshouldhappenassoonaspossibletodealwiththe
situationon the ground”.
AstheCorpsCommandersdiscussedthesituation

on the ground, the Army held a detailed operational
briefing in Delhi. Army chief General MMNaravane
attended the detailed review of the situation on the
groundwith Army commanders onMondaymorn-
ing, as part of the second leg of the Army
Commanders’ Conference.
“Army Commanders Conference #ACC-20 is be-

ing conducted on 22-23 June 2020 to review the op-
erationalsituationonboththeNorthernandWestern
Fronts,” theArmy said.
Talks are also taking place at the diplomatic level

in Beijing where the Indian side is being led by the
IndianAmbassador toChina, VikramMisri.

Bullets fired by violent crowd
hit pillar, struck victim: police
thesite.Recordsalsoshowpolicehavecitedtheopin-
ion of doctors to claim that the fatal injuries were
caused by bullets of calibre not used by them. They
told the court that their personnel fired only “in the
air” or on the “lower part of the body” of suspected
rioters in “self defence” and to “savepublic at large”.
In a set of documents filed in court -- to oppose

thebailpleaofMohdShahid,oneof theaccusedwho
was also injured in the firing -- police have cited a
number of reasons to support their charges. There is
nomention of themurderweapon or identity of the
personwhoused it.
Police told court that the accusedwere identified

onthebasisof theclothestheywore, includingshirts,
jeansandskullcaps; footagetakenbyan“authorised”
videographer hired by police to record the protests;
andmobile phone records that, they allege, point to
the locationof users.
Thecommunalriotsweretriggeredbyclashes fol-

lowing the gathering of anti-CAA protesters outside
the JaffrabadMetrostationonFebruary23,andledto
over 50deaths in theweek that followed.
Amaan,aresidentof Seelampur,wasamongeight

men who received bullet injuries in the area on
February 25 and were rushed to hospitals. The
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THEDELHIHigh CourtMonday
asked the Delhi government to
tryandincreaseCovid-19testing
via rapid antigen tests (RAT), in
viewofrisingcasesinthecapital.
AbenchofJusticesHimaKohli

and SubramoniumPrasad said
daily RAT numbers were
“abysmal”astheywerenot reach-
ing 50% of the target of 22,000
tests per day set by the govern-
ment.“SeeifyoucanexpandRAT
numbers. Lookingat the rate the
(Covid)numbersaregoingup,the
sooneryoudo,thebetter,” itsaid.
Thecourtwashearingaplea

by advocate RakeshMalhotra,
who sought directions to the
government to rampup testing
facilities for symptomatic and
asymptomaticpatients.
ThecityonMondaysaw2,909

newcases, taking the total count
to62,655.Thetollis2,333,with58
deathsseeninthelast24hours.
Thecourt’sobservationcame

afterDelhigovernmentadditional
standing counsel Satyakamsub-
mitted that as of June18, 15,012
sampleswere collected—7,040
samples tested throughRATand
7,972throughRTPCRtest.OnJune
21,13,345sampleswerecollected
—9,356 tested throughRATand
3,989throughRTPCR.
He also said the government

has targeted conducting 22,000

RATsperday(2,000testseachin
11districts).Thebenchobserved,
“FiguresoftestingdonefromJune
18 onwards are abysmal. The
Delhi government has not con-
ductedmorethan50%of tests.”
Satyakamsaidthecourtmay

examinefiguresaftertestinghas
beenconducted till June25.
As per the Delhi govern-

ment,19%of casesarebeing re-
portedfromcontainmentzones.
Officials said an epidemiologi-
cal analysis of newcases shows
thatamajorityof themarepre-
senting as isolated sporadic
cases and then becoming clus-
tercases. It said45%of casesare
showing featuresof clustering.
The government has also is-

sued fresh SOPs for manage-
mentof Covidpositivepatients.
As per the L-G’s order, all who
testpositivewillhaveto first re-
port toCovidcarecentres.
Thosewhotestpositiveinthe

rapid antigen testwill be exam-

inedbythemedicalofficeratthe
testingsitetoassessseverityofill-
ness. The officerwill provide an
oximeter and explain home iso-
lationguidelinestopatientswith
mildsymptoms/arepre-sympto-
matic. If such patients cannot
homeisolate,theywillbesentto
Covid care centres. Thosewith
moderate/severe illnesswill be
referred to hospitals, and those
with mild symptoms and co-
morbiditieslikediabetesandhy-
pertension will be shifted to
Covidhealthcentresorhospitals.
ThosewhoundergoRT-PCR

testswill be trackedbya teamof
districtsurveillanceofficers.Ifthey
areunderhomeisolation,theteam
willmakecalls forat least9days.
Anotherteamwillworkoncontact
tracing.Officials saidpatientswill
beasked foracontactwhocould
bethesourceofinfectioninthelast
7-10days. Thosewhoneed tobe
shiftedtohospitals/healthcentres
willbetakenviaambulances.
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AFTERCOSTWASCAPPEDATRs2,400

ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,JUNE22

DAYS AFTER the Ministry of
HomeAffairs capped charges of
RT-PCR tests for Covid-19 at Rs
2,400inDelhi,severaltopprivate
labs have stopped home collec-
tionof samples. Themovecould
impact the number of RT-PCR
testsbeingperformedinthecity
and add to thehassles of people
whodon’twant toor areunable
tovisitcollectioncentres.Thetest
usedtoearliercostRs4,500.
Atpresent,Delhi carriesout

20,247 tests permillion popu-
lation.
OnMonday,TheIndianExpress

spoketoseveralprivatelabswho
confirmedtheyarenolongertak-
ingsamplesfromhome. “Liftinga
samplefromapatient’shomere-
quires a separate PPE kit, gown,
goggles,mask, gloves, vial trans-
portmedium,etc.Allthisisspent
onasinglepersonwho is risking
hislifetoattendtoasuspectedpa-
tient, but the rates fixed by the
governmentarenotatallcost-ef-
fective. We have completely
stoppedhomecollectionservices
andarerequestingpatientstovisit
the collection centre,” said apri-
vatelabowner,whodidnotwish

tobenamed.
A representative fromapri-

vatehospital inDelhisaidthelab
isonlytestingsamplessentbythe
government.
The MHA capped rates on

June 17 based on a report by a
committeeheadedbyNITIAayog
memberDrVKPaul,whichhas
also fixed treatment charges at
privatehospitals.
An order by the state health

department on June 18 stated,
“TheratesofCovidRT-PCRtestin
Delhi has been fixed at Rs 2,400
per test inclusive of GST/taxes, if

any, cost involved in picking up
and transportation of samples,
documentation and reporting,
withimmediateeffect.”
Earlier,aspertheratessetby

the government, private labs
would be paid Rs 4,500 if they
collectedthesampleusingtheir
ownkits;Rs3,500if thegovern-
mentcollectedthesamplesand
theprivatelabsusedtheirkitsto
test it; and Rs 2,200 if the gov-
ernment collected the sample
andprovidedthetestkitaswell.
OnMay25,theIndianCouncil

ofMedical Research (ICMR)had

removedthepricecapforCovid-
19testsandwrotetoallstategov-
ernmentstofixthecostsaftercon-
sulting stakeholders for RT-PCR
testing. InMaharashtra, the gov-
ernmenthassetdifferentrates—
Rs2,200 for swabs collectedand
senttothelab,Rs2,500ifpatient
goes to the lab and Rs 2,800 for
homecollection.
“The revised charges of Rs

2,400areinclusiveofeverything.
Whatwillwepayour staffwho
go to collect the samples?We
pay Rs 700-800 to the staffer
whovisitshouses…Thegovern-
ment should give us some lee-
way for home collection serv-
ices. It’snolongerfeasibleforus.
We are waiting if slabs will be
followed in Delhi like in
Maharashtra,” said another pri-
vate labowner in thecity.
Atpresent,42labsareautho-

rised toperformRT-PCRtests in
the city. To enhance testing ca-
pacity,thecity’s11districtshave
each been assigned labs for ex-
clusively testing samples to en-
sure timely testing and getting
resultswithoutdelay.
The city has also received a

go-ahead from the Centre to
start rapidantigen testing.
Till June22,atotalof3,84,696

testshadbeencarriedout.

Atpresent,Delhicarriesout20,247testspermillion
population. PraveenKhanna

Pvt labs stop homecollection
of samples, say too expensive CORONAVIRUS IN THECAPITAL

TOTAL CASES:62,655 | NEWCASES:2,909
Cases Recovered Deaths Tests

June20 3,630 7,725 77 17,533
June21 3,000 1,719 63 18,105
June22 2,909 3,589 58 14,682
Total 23,820* 36,602 2,233 3,84,696

*Total active cases

High Court asks Delhi govt
to ramp up antigen testing

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

THE DELHI High Court on
Mondayputonholdatrialcourt
ordergrantingbail totheowner
of a schoolwhowasarrested in
connectionwith theNortheast
Delhi riots,orderingthat if he is
“still in custody, he shall not be
released”.
Justice Suresh Kumar Kait

passed the interim order on a
plea filed by the Delhi Police
against the trial court’s June 20
order, by which Faisal Farooq,
owner of Rajdhani Public
School,was grantedbail.
SinceFarooqwasstill incus-

tody, hewasnot released.

Granting bail to Farooq, the
trialcourthadobservedthatthe
police “chargesheet is bereft of
material showing the links of
applicant with PFI, Pinjra Tod
groupandMuslimclerics”.
The court also said, “It is

primafacienotestablishedthat
theapplicantwaspresentatthe
spot at the timeof incident”.
The High Court hearing,

which was conducted through
the video conferencing, also
witnessed strong opposition
fromDelhigovernment’sstand-
ing counsel (criminal) Rahul
Mehra,overthepetitionfiledby
centralgovernmentcounselon
behalf of theDelhi Police.
Mehra submitted that the

central government has no

power to file the present peti-
tion against the order of the
trial court’s Additional
Sessions Judge (ASJ), passedon
June 20.
Solicitor General Tushar

Mehta submitted that he re-
ceivedinstructionfromthecen-
tralgovernmenttofile thepres-
ent petition and to appear
before this court.
Later, thecourtwasapprised

that theissueraisedinthepres-
ent petition shall be resolved.
The court issued notice to

Farooqandlistedthematter for
further hearing on June23.
“Till further order, if the re-

spondent/accused, pursuant to
order dated June 20, is still in
custody,heshallnotbereleased.

Copyof theorderbecommuni-
cated to concerned Judge and
JailSuperintendent...,” theorder
reads.
Challenging the trial court

order, Delhi Police hadmoved
theHCthroughitscounsel,con-
tending that “while granting
bail torespondent (Farooq), the
ASJ incorrectly recordedthat in
none of the CCTV footages, the
presence of respondent was
there”.
“It is submitted that the ASJ

failed to consider that the re-
spondent/accused was clearly
seen in CCTV footage near
RajdhaniSchoolonFebruary24
at about 01.43 pm, which evi-
dence was part of the
chargesheet,” thepolice said.

PRITAMPALSINGH
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

SAFOORAZARGAR’S pregnancy
cannot be grounds to grant her
bail,theDelhiPolicetoldtheHigh
CourtMonday,while opposing
thepleabytheJamiaCoordination
Committee’smedia coordinator,
whohas been arrested in a case
related to communal violence in
NortheastDelhi.
Thecontentionwasmadein

the status report filed by Delhi
Police’scounselsAmitMahajan
and Rajat Nair before Justice
Rajiv Shakdher, whowas hear-
ing thebail plea.
The 27-year-old was ar-

rested by the Special Cell on
April 10 and is facing a UAPA
case in connectionwith the ri-
ots. In her bail plea, she raised
her pregnancy as one of the
grounds for relief.
Police, in its response, sub-

mitted that asmany as “39 de-
liverieshavetakenplaceinDelhi
prisons in the last 10years”.
“Insofar as ground of preg-

nancybytheaccusedtoseekbail
fromthiscourt isconcerned, it is
respectfully submitted that it is
noteventhecaseofthepetitioner
that she is not being granted
propercareduringcustody.
“It is submitted that… there

is no exception carved out for
pregnantinmatewhoisaccused
of such heinous crime to be re-
leasedonbailmerelybecauseof
theirpregnancy.Tothecontrary,
the law provides for adequate

safeguardsandmedicalattention
during their custody in jail…,”
policesaid intheirstatusreport.
“It issubmittedthatthevery

fact of rearing of life ought to
have been a check on activities
which had a potential to cause,
and which did in fact cause,
large-scale destruction of life
andproperty,” it said.
The hearingwas adjourned

forTuesday.
The hearing alsowitnessed

exchangeofwordsbetweenthe
Delhi government’s senior
standing counsel (criminal)
RahulMehraandadditional so-
licitorgeneral(ASG)AmanLekhi.
Mehra objected to Solicitor

General (SG)TusharMehtaand
ASG Lekhi’s appearance in
Zargar’s bail plea, submitting
thatunlikeotherDelhiviolence
matters—inwhichrequisiteap-
proval was sought by Delhi
Police to be represented by a
teamof lawyers ledbytheSG—

nosuchprocedurewasfollowed
in this case.
Mehra submitted thatDelhi

Policeshouldmoveforrequisite
approval from the competent
governmentauthorityandthey
willgetapproval.Hesaid,“Police
want different counsel, as they
knowthat Iwillhaveadifferent
view. Iwillhaveamorehuman-
itarianapproachinsuchmatters
and will not act as per their
whimsand fancies.”
“Am I supposed to be the

mouthpieceof theDelhiPolice?
I amanofficer of the court. As a
prosecutor, I don’t have to toe
the line of the prosecuting
agency.Iwillhavetofunctionin-
dependently,”Mehra said.
ASG Lekhi replied: “The

client chooses the lawyer. It is
not that the lawyer imposes
himselfontheclient.”Lekhisaid
this controversywould deviate
thecourt fromtheissueathand
and Mehra’s objection can be
kept aside in this case.
After both lawofficersmade

theirsubmissions,thecourtsaid
the petitioner is not concerned
about whowill appear for the
Delhi Police. “Settle your battle
outsidethecourt,”thejudgesaid.
Zargar’s counsel Nitya

Ramakrishnan, meanwhile,
sought interim bail on the
groundthatherclientis inadel-
icate state and is in a fairly ad-
vanced stageof herpregnancy.
After the trial court on June

4dismissedherbailapplication,
Zargar had moved the HC
against theorder.
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FRENCH ENVOY to India
Emmanuel LenainMonday vis-
ited a ration shop in the
Tughlaqabad assembly con-
stituency with Delhi Food
Minister ImranHussain.
Lenain said the French gov-

ernmentwassupportinganini-
tiative under which even mi-
grants are covered under the
ambitof foodsecurity inastate.
“VisitedaFairPriceShop—the

coreof India’s social security sys-
tem. The €200M funding of the
FrenchDevelopment Agency is
wellspent!Franceislendingsup-
port to ensure that evenpeople
whoarenotregisteredasresidents
in a state can avail of subsidised
foodsupplies,"Lenaintweeted.
There are 2,030 fair price

shops in Delhi under the PDS
network, which covers around
71 lakh beneficiaries. Hussain,

alongwithseniorofficialsof the
government, gave a brief pres-
entationtotheFrenchdelegates
about the various initiatives of
the administration regarding
foodandcivil supply.
“Theambassadorwasappre-

ciativeof theeffortsundertaken
by the Delhi Government and
expressedsatisfactionthatben-
efitsreachedtargetedsectionsof
the society during the situation
arisenduetoCovid-19,”thegov-
ernment said inastatement.

Police oppose Safoora bail:
Pregnancy is no ground

SafooraZargar

School owner accused in riots granted
bail by trial court, HC puts order on hold

EmmanuelLenainandImran
HussainatTughlaqabad

French envoy visits
fair price shop with
Delhi food minister

17Mandoli
Jail inmates
testpositive
NewDelhi:Twodaysafter
theCovid-19testresultof
an inmate who had
passed away at Delhi’s
Mandoli Jail came posi-
tive, at least 17 inmates
who shared the barrack
withhimhavetestedpos-
itive for the virus. Delhi
PrisonsDGSandeepGoel
said,"Theseinmateswere
tested and their results
came onMonday,which
showed that 17 have
tested positive for the
virus. They have been
shifted to a separatebar-
rack,andarebeingclosely
monitoredbythejaildoc-
tor. So far, their health is
alright.”

E-registerto
enterHaryana
Gurgaon: People coming
toHaryanafor72hoursor
more will have to now
registeronlinebeforeen-
tering the state, as per a
direction issued by the
Haryana State Disaster
Management Authority.
“The Authority has de-
cidedtocontroltheinter-
statemovement in view
oftheprotectionofhealth
of the common people,
duetoincreasingcasesof
coronavirus,”saidDeputy
Commissioner Amit
Khatri.

Districtteams
strengthened
NewDelhi:Delhigovern-
mentplanstostrengthen
thedistrict-level surveil-
lance teams, whichwill
now comprise of repre-
sentatives from Delhi
Police,MCD,district sur-
veillance officers, IT pro-
fessionals for Aarogya
Setu, members from
medicalcollegesandde-
partment of education
andyouth.

Protestoutside
DUV-C office
NewDelhi:Aboutadozen
students and teachers
protestingagainstthethe
Delhi University’s deci-
sion to hold open book
examswere detained by
police from outside the
Vice-Chancellor’s office
Monday.

Jarwalaide
getsbail
New Delhi: A Delhi
court granted interim
bail toKapilNagar,who
wasarrestedalongwith
AAP MLA Prakash
Jarwal in connection
with thealleged suicide
of a SouthDelhi doctor,
noting that his father
has tested positive for
coronavirus. ENS
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ABHINAVRAJPUT&
SHIVAMPATEL
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

MANY WHO were part of a
gathering to burn Chinese
goods at Karol Baghmarket on
Monday have businesses that
sell or rely on made-in-China
products — though all of them
claim theyhope to change that
going forward.
The protest was held by

traders' body Confederation of
All India Traders (CAIT), led by
its secretary general Praveen
Khandelwal.Around10protest-
ing traders were briefly de-
tainedbypolice.
Khandelwal (59), who had

fought the2008assemblypolls
on a BJP ticket from Chandni
Chowk,hasahardwareand fit-
tings shop in Karol Bagh. He
claims he has not sold Chinese
goods for four years, and that
the body will push to end
Chinese products when it
comes to FMCG items, con-
sumer durables, builder hard-
ware, kitchen accessories and
subsequently technological
goods. “UltimatelyChinesewill
have to go,” he said.
But for Rajesh Verma (44),

theDelhivice-presidentofCAIT,
Chineseproductsareapartand
parcel of what he does. Verma

said he sells boxes for packag-
ing garments in Gandhi Nagar,
andrawmaterial suchaspaper,
duplexandlaminationmaterial
alsocomesfromChina--buthe
is ready to bear the losses.
“Business is downdue toCovid
so this is alsoanopportunity to
startmills thathavebeenclosed
andmanufacture rawmaterial
in India only,” he said.
Ashish Grover (48), Delhi

general secretary of the organ-
isation, runs awholesalemed-
icine business at Bhagirath
Place. He said he does not buy
Chineseproducts,butpharma-
ceutical companies he deals
withdo so.He said theChinese

business environment is more
conducive because they give
landatcheapratesandtechno-
logicalhelp,while inIndiathere
are bureaucratic hurdles for
people trying to enter a busi-
ness. “Thegovernmentneedsto
make the model more con-
ducive for traders,” he said.
MahenderGupta, convenor

of CAIT's hotel division, owns a
hotel in Karol Bagh and also
runs an auto parts business
there. He is also a BJP
karyakarta.
“Inhotels,wekeepfurniture

and electronic goods made in
China.Butwehavenowvowed
that we would not buy any
Chinese product. In terms of
auto parts, for the last 10 years,
I have only been dealing in
Indianproducts,” he said.
Guptasaidheis intalkswith

several budget hotels in Karol
Bagh to stop taking bookings
fromChinesenationals.
Satender Wadhwa, Delhi

general secretaryof CAIT,owns
storessellingwristwatchesand
garments.Onwhetherhis sup-
pliershaveChina links,hesaid:
“Wewill initiate dialoguewith
these companies and our sup-
pliers and discourage them in
dealing with China while also
trying to persuade them to set
uptheirmanufacturingunits in
India.”

LAXMINAGARROBBERY

SOMYALAKHANI
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

ON JUNE 19, Vidhan Sabha
speaker RamNiwasGoel trans-
ferred Rs 450 cab charge to the
account of amanwho claimed
tobea"Covid-19survivor,adoc-
tor at RML hospital" and was
willing to donate plasma to his
neighbour's elderly father at
Gurgaon’sMedanta hospital —
only tobeduped.
Adaylater,Goelsubmitteda

written complaint to police. On
Monday, the accused, Abdul
Karim(22),wasarrested.
DCP (North) Monika

Bhardwaj said, “During investi-
gation, he disclosed that he
adoptedthismodusoperandiof
cheating people on the pretext
of donating blood and plasma.
Hewouldmisrepresenthimself

as a doctor, pretend to be a
plasmadonorandaskformoney
in the guise of travelling ex-
penses to reach the hospital
where the patient is admitted.
After the online payment, he
wouldstop taking their calls.”
Goel said he came to know

aboutKarim,whoposedasaDr

Rahul Thakur, through his
nephew, who came to know
abouthimvia socialmedia.
The Speaker told The Indian

Express,“Mynephew’sfather-in-
lawneeded blood plasma as he
had contracted Covid-19. He
posted about it on socialmedia
and was approached by this

man,whoposedasadoctorwith
the medicine department at
RMLhospital.Hesaidhehadre-
coveredfromthevirusandcould
donate. Luckily, my nephew
managed to get another donor.
OnJune19, Ireceivedacall from
myneighbourinCivilLineswho
was looking for a plasmadonor
for his father. My nephew gave
methenumberof thisman.”
Goel saidhespoke to theac-

cused, who told him that "he is
among the four doctors at RML
hospital who arewilling to do-
nateplasma.HeaskedforRs450
cabfare,whichIsentsohecould
reachMedantahospital. I found
it odd that a doctor was asking
for cabmoney, but assumed he
was maybe a junior resident
doctor who needed financial
help. Isenthimthecashtransfer
receipt via phone but he kept
saying that he hadn’t received

the payment. After that, he
switched off his phone and
never showedup.”
OnJune20,Goelfiledacom-

plaintattheCivilLinespolicesta-
tion. On June 22, Karimwas ar-
rested from South Delhi's Pul
Prahladpur, where he lives, us-
ing technical surveillance.
DCPBhardwaj said, “The ac-

cused said he's been doing this
forafewweeks.Hehasnoaides.
Hesaidhe'sdupedmorepeople;
weareinvestigatingthematter.”
Goelsaidthecomplaintwas-

n’t about the money. “In this
case,themanplayedwithsome-
one's life.Myneighbourwasted
fourhours,hisfather’scondition
deteriorated.Here'safamilydes-
perately looking for a plasma
donorfor12hours,andthisman
chose to fool them. Thankfully,
wefoundanotherdonorandthe
patient isdoingwellnow.”

Woman
stabbed to
death in
Ghaziabad
market

BALANCING ACT
Aworker loadsabikeontoabusnearLaxmiNagarat
Noida-Delhiborder.GajendraYadav

TheaccusedsoughtRs450fromRamNiwasGoel (R)ascab
fare.Oncemoneywassent,hestoppedansweringcalls

Around10traderswhotook
part intheprotestatKarol
Baghweredetainedbythe
policebriefly.PremNathPandey

At protest to burn Chinese goods,
some made-in-China links
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Man posing as doctor willing to donate plasma
arrested for duping Delhi assembly speaker

AMILBHATNAGAR
GHAZIABAD,JUNE22

A23-YEAR-OLDpopular TikTok
content creatorwas arrested by
GhaziabadPoliceonMondayfor
allegedly killing a 19-year-old
woman. Police said the accused,
Sheru Khan, a resident of Delhi,
stabbed Naina to death in a
GhaziabadmarketWednesday,
allegedly for refusing tomarry
him. Ghaziabad Police has ar-
rested sixpersons in connection
withthecasesofar.
"Amurder had been carried

out by Sheru Khan and his ac-
complicesonJune17.Threeofhis
associates had been arrested
within24hours...OnMonday,we
arrested themain accused and
two of his relatives, who had
given him shelter... The accused
was carrying a reward of Rs
20,000," said SSP Ghaziabad
KalanidhiNaithani.
Thevictim'sfamilytoldpolice

thatNaina,alongwithherparents,
hadgone toamarket inTilaMor
whenmaskedmenapproached
her. Initially an argument broke
out,which soon turned violent,
andtheaccusedallegedlystabbed
Nainamultipletimes,policesaid.
The accused soon absconded,
whileNainawasrushedtoahos-
pital, where she was declared
deadonarrival,policesaid.
"Sheru andNaina hadpossi-

blybecomeacquaintancesonso-
cialmediaa coupleof years ago.
It appears that Sheru could not
digestthefactthatNainawasgo-
ing to get married to another
man... Infact,hisintentionwasto
convince her to elopewith him
butwhensherefused,hegotan-
gryandstabbedher,"saidKeshav
Kumar,CircleOfficer,Sahibabad.
Nainawaspursuinganursing

courseandwasresidinginVivek
ViharColony. Shewasdue toget
married on June 20, police said.
Otheraccused,Asif(22)andAmir
(20),allegedlyhelpedSherucarry
outthemurderandwerethefirst
tobearrested.
With4 lakh followersand40

lakh likes on his videos, Sheru
KhanwaspopularonTikTok.On
June 13, he uploaded a video in
which he playswith awedding
ringoverakeyboardanditeven-
tually stops at the letter N, pur-
portedlyhintingatNaina'sname.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JUNE22

AN80-YEAR-OLDmanwaskilled
in a break-in at his LaxmiNagar
apartment, with the accused,
whoareyettobeidentified, rob-
bing the victim’s cash and valu-
ables. Police said thebodyof KP
Agarwalwas found onMonday
morning.
Thisisthesecondcaseofmur-

der and robbery in the last 24
hours.OnSaturdaynight, an88-
year-oldwomanwas killed, al-
legedly by a security guard and
histhreeassociates,inSafdarjung
Enclave. Her 94-year-old hus-
band, a retiredMEAofficial,was
alsoattacked.
Agarwal lived alone and is

survived by his son, who is in
Dubai, and twodaughters, who
live in Indirapuram and
Bengaluru,saidpolice.Hisneigh-
bour called police around 10.30
am Monday after finding the
front door open andAgarwal on
the floor. DCP (East) Jasmeet
Singh said, “The police team
foundhimlyingthere,dead.Inhis
bedroom, the wardrobe was
open and some articles were
foundmissing.”Policesuspectthe
accused fledwithgold jewellery
and cash but they haven’t been
abletoestimatetheloot.
Therewerenovisibleinjuries

on theman’s body. A senior po-
liceofficersaidhemayhavebeen
smothered to death on Sunday
night,butinvestigatorsareawait-

ingthepost-mortemreporttoas-
certain the cause of death.
Agarwal’sneighbourssaidheran
awashingmachine service and
repairstoreonthegroundfloorof
thebuilding.
Accordingtopolice,Agarwal’s

son called himon Sunday night
andMondaymorning.Whenhis
father didn’t pick up, his son
called the storemanager to go
andcheckonhim.Bythen,neigh-
bourshadfoundhimdead.
Policesourcessaidthedoorof

hisofficewasalsounlocked.The
family has alleged the accused
tookvaluablesfromthestoreand
thehouse.
Police are questioning em-

ployees at the store and the do-
mestic help. A senior police offi-
cersaid,“WearescanningCCTVs
andcall detail recordsof thevic-
timandhisstaff.”
Agarwal’snephew,AnilAzad,

said, “My uncle has been living
alone for the past eight years af-
ter his wife died.We had been
telling him to shift to Dubai but
hetoldushedidn’twanttoleave
Delhi. I live nearby andwould
meethimoften.”

KPAgarwal
was found
deadby
neighbours

80-year-old
living alone
killed at home

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JUNE22

ADOCTORwasallegedlybeaten
upbyagroupof four-fivemenat
his clinic in Dwarka’s Bindapur
area Saturday. Police said one of
the accusedwanted to take “re-
venge” on the doctor for “telling
neighbours that his family is in-
fected”afterhisfather’sdeathdue
toCovid-19.
In his complaint, Dr Avtar

Hansa alleged that he and a pa-
tientwhowasthereforconsulta-
tionwereattackedbythegroup,
whoalsoransackedtheclinicand
stolevaluabledocuments. “They
threatenedmetoshuttheclinic,”
hefurtheralleged.
Police said the four accused

barged into the clinic at 9.20pm
andbeatupthedoctorandhispa-
tient with rods and sharp
weapons. DCP (Dwarka) Anto
Alphonse said a casewas regis-
teredonthecomplaintofthedoc-
torundersectionsoftrespass,vi-
olenceandcriminalintimidation.
“Wearrestedtwoof theaccused
andareinvestigatingthematter,”

said the DCP. The accused,
Sukhjinder SinghandJeetender,
were arrested from their resi-
denceinBindapur.
Singh told police that his fa-

ther died last Thursday and Dr
Hansa allegedly told his neigh-
boursandothers in theareathat
the entire family is infected and
needstobehospitalised.
A senior police officer said,

“Singh was angry because his
neighbours andRWAmembers
started harassing him and his
family. He told us hewasn't un-
well.Later,hedecidedtoteachthe
doctor a lesson andwent to the
clinic along with three of his
friends.”Policehaven’tbeenable
to verify Singh’s allegations and
areprobingthematter.
DrHansa denied the claims:

“Iwas lookingafter twopatients
inthearea,whowerelatershifted
toaprivatehospital,whereoneof
themdiedduetoCovid.Iwastold
bydoctorsaboutthedeath.Itwas
myduty to tell the relatives and
that’s all I did. I called Singh and
hisbrothersandtoldthemabout
their father’s death and asked
themabouttheirhealth.”

Doctor assaulted in
Dwarka clinic

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA,
“e”-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

WORKS DEPARTMENT
E-mail : ceworldbankprojects@gmail.com

Bid Identification No. CE-WBP (O)- 05/2020-21

B-96

1. The Chief Engineer (World Bank Projects), Odisha on
behalf of Governor of Odisha invites percentage rate bids
in double cover system in ONLINE MODE form eligible
contractors for Road work as mentioned below :

2. Nature of work : Road work

3. No. of work : 01 No.

4. Tender Paper cost : Rs. 10,000.00 /each
5. Class of Contractor : Special/ Super Class

as noted against work
6. Available of bid

document in the website
: From 10.00 A.M. of 27.06.2020

to 05.00 P.M. of 13.07.2020.
7. Date of opening of Bid : 11.30 A.M on 14.07.2020.

8. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only.
Further details can be seen from the website:
https://tenderodisha.gov.in. Any addendum /
corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also be seen in
the said website.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer (World Bank Project),

Odisha
OIPR-34003/11/0006/2021

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT:

www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in81389/HRY.

TENDER NOTICE
SR. NO. 1.
NAME OF BOARD/CORP./AUTH: GMDA GURUGRAM
NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER: CONNECTION OF SURFACE DRAIN TO MAS-
TER STORM WATER DRAIN.
OPENING DATE CLOSING DATE (TIME): 19.06.2020 26.06.2020
AMOUNT / EMD (APPROX.) IN RUPEES: 85180/-
WEBSITE OF THE BOARD CORP./AUTH: https://www.gmda.gov.in
NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT DETAILS/E-MAIL: xen2infra2.gmda@gov.in
SR. NO. 2.
NAME OF BOARD/CORP./AUTH: MHU KARNAL
NAME OF WORK NOTICETENDER: THE TENDERER, WHO WILL BE AWARDED THE
CONTRACT ON THE BASIS OF SERVICE CHARGES & OTHER PRESCRIBED CRITE-
RIA WITH THE APPROVAL OF COMPETENT AUTHORITY.
OPENING DATE CLOSING DATE (TIME): 20.06.2020 27.06.2020
AMOUNT / EMD (APPROX.) IN RUPEES: 100 LACS
WEBSITE OF THE BOARD CORP./AUTH: www.mhu.ac.in
NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT DETAILS/E-MAIL: 70159-98911 infomhu.hry@gmail.com

HARYANA MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Government of Haryana Undertaking)

Bays No. 59-62, Sector-2, Panchkula, Phone: 0172-2590608

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (NIT)
HMSCL invites E-tenders for two years Rate

Contract for Genexpert Machine aong with their
Cartridge and Various Items of Gas Manifold
Department and B-Type Oxygen Cylinder on the
website: www.etenders.hry.nic.in. Please see
Corrigendum if any regarding these tenders on the
website: www.etenders.hry.nic.in only.

Managing Director,
HMSCL, Panchkula.81383/HRY

New Delhi
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

HEARING FROM HOME
THE CRUCIAL hearing onwhether the Jagannath Rath Yatra
cangooninthemiddleof thecoronaviruspandemicmarked
amilestone for the Supreme Court. Lawyers are appearing
fromdifferentpartsof thecountryever since thecourtwent
virtual, but perhaps for the first time the court was seated,
evenifvirtually,awayfromDelhi.CJISharadBobdeheardthe
casefromhisNagpurresidence.TheCJIhas left forhishome-
town as the Supreme Court is taking a two-week summer
break. Senior advocateHarish Salve,who led thearguments
forOdishagovernment,dialled in fromLondon.

(KHAN)MARKETMATTERS
PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModimayhavepopularised‘Khan
Market Gang’, an euphemism for his entrenched detractors
inthenationalcapital,aheadof2019LokSabhaelections,but
thishasn’tdeterredthemarket’spopularityevenayearafter
his re-election.Althoughtheupscalemarket incentralDelhi
iswitnessingmuchsmaller footfall in themiddleof thepan-
demic, it still seems to attract thewho’swhoof thenational
capital. Latest to be spotted at themarket onMondaywas
UnionHomeMinisterAmit Shah, oneof the staunchest crit-
ics of the ‘KhanMarketGang’. Although abrief visit, itwas a
welcomechangeforthemarket,giventheepithetitearnedbe-
fore lastyear’s elections.

HEADLESS NO MORE
AFTERREMAININGheadlessformonths,publicbroadcasters
DoordarshanandAllIndiaRadiohavegotnewchiefs.Thegov-
ernment’sappointmentscommitteeonMondayapprovedto
giveadditionalresponsibilitiesofdirectors-generaltotwoin-
formationserviceofficerswhowerealreadyheadingthenews
divisionsthere.IraJoshihastakenoverasD-GAIR,andMayank
Agarwalmade D-GDoordarshan. For Joshi, the tenuremay
be short, as she is due to retire at July-end; Agarwalwill re-
tainthepostforsixmonths,unlessreplacementsforbothpo-
sitionsarefoundinthemeantime.Doordarshanhasn’thada
DGsinceOctober2019andAIRsinceDecember,asthegovern-
mentwanted toputprofessionalsat thehelm.

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI,JUNE22

UNFAZEDBYtheBJP'scriticismfor
raisingquestions on thegovern-
ment'shandlingoftheChinesein-
cursions and its near-isolation in
the Opposition ranks, the
Congress, at its Working
Committee (CWC) meeting
Tuesday, is set to launch fresh
fusilladeatthegovernment.
Partyleaders,sourcessay,be-

lieve that the Galwan Valley
bloodbath and PrimeMinister
Narendra Modi's subsequent
statement and clarifications, if
used effectively, canprovidepo-
liticalammunitiontocounterthe
BJP’s jingoistic nationalism. The

partybelievesModiisfacingper-
hapsthemostdifficultforeignpol-
icyquestionsofhistenuresofar,a
front onwhich he has invested
heavily,with challenges coming
fromeventheotherwisefriendly
Nepal. Andunlike in the case of
Pakistan, theChinese incursions
will not provideBJP anopportu-
nity to try andpolarisedomesti-
cally,Congressleadersfeel.
AfterModi'sremarksonFriday,

itaccusesthegovernmentofhav-
ingsurrenderedIndianterritory.
This echoes the gambit the

Congress played in 1999. As the
Kargilwarwasabout to reach its
climax, theCWCmetand issued
astatementaccusingthethenAB
Vajpayee government of having
“deliberately kept the nation in

thedark” about Pakistani incur-
sion.TheCWC,whichmetinJuly
1999, also accused theVajpayee
governmentof “negligence" that
would "cost the nation many
braveandpreciouslives".
The Congressmay not see a

Kargil parallel inGalwanValley,
but then, as now, the dominant
opinion in the grandoldparty is
that it should target the Prime
Ministeroverthe incursions.The
Congress then had to battle
Vajpayee’simage.Ithasbeenbat-
tlingModi’scharismasince2014.
The party had then alleged

thattheVajpayeegovernmentdid
not show thewill to act despite
havinginformationaboutthein-
cursion. At the all-partymeeting
last week, Congress president

SoniaGandhiaskedwhether the
governmentbelievestherewasa
“failureof intelligence.”
TheCongress’smove in1999

couldnotresurrectitspoliticalfor-
tunes. Itwas trounced in the Lok
Sabhaelectionsheldmonthslater,
downfrom141to114.ButtheBJP,
too,couldnotmanagetowineven
a single seatmore thanwhat it
had won in 1998 – its tally re-
mainedat182.
But elections are four years

awaynow, andCongress leaders
saytheyrealisethatmanyopposi-
tionpartiesarebackingtheModi
government. “That onlyhelpsus
establish thatweare theonly al-
ternativetotheBJP,”aseniorparty
leadersaid. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI,JUNE22

WHILE THE BJP has slammed
Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi
and Rahul Gandhi for raising
questionsonthekillingof20sol-
diers inLadakh,withpartypresi-
dent J P Nadda accusing the
Congressofbeingan“irresponsi-
ble”oppositionpartyanditslead-
ers of trying to “demoralise” the
nationandthesoldiersandHome
MinisterAmitShahaskingRahul
toriseabove“pettypolitics”,asan
oppositionpartyduring theUPA
years, the saffronpartyhad tried
tocornerthegovernmentseveral
timesonsimilarissues.
An analysis of press releases

issuedbyBJPbetween2004and
2014, available on its official
website, shows it had issued al-
most two dozen statements on
China, cautioning the then gov-
ernmentmanyatimesandseek-
ingexplanations.
InitsJune2013Panajinational

executivemeeting, for instance,
theBJPpassedaseparate resolu-
tion on “Suraksha and
Swabhiman”, which stated: “...
boundaries are violated atwill
umpteen times on Indo-China
borders. The latest being the in-
cursionbyChinesetroopsalmost
19 km inside Indian
territory...India is being dishon-
oured,trivialisedanditslegitimate
authorityquestioned.Ourgovern-
mentattheCentre,atbest,isonly
offeringplatitudestoitscitizens.”
InitsJune2009politicalreso-

lution,passedatthenationalexec-
utive in Parliament Annexe, the
partywantedthegovernment to
takeChina'smoveonraisingclaim
overArunachal Pradeshat inter-
nationalforumtobe“treatedwith
utmostseriousness.”
OnSeptember18,2009,Union

minister Ravi Shankar Prasad,

thenaBJPspokesperson,pointed
outthattherehadbeen233incur-
sions in 2008, andwanted the
government to issue awhitepa-
per“ontheentireramificationsof
Indo-Chinarelationship”.Hehad
said,“Thecumulativesignalisin-
deedominousanddisturbingand
yet the whole attitude of the
Governmentisoneofcallousneg-
ligence.Why is there deliberate
attempttodownplayit?Whythis
driftandconfusion?”
OnOctober14thesameyear,

Prasad alleged that theUPAwas
“almostbendingbackwardtode-
liberatelydownplay”the“increas-
ingpressurebyChina”atborders,
andaskedthenPMSinghtocon-
veneanall-partymeeting.
The BJP had also sent party

delegationstotheborders.Adel-
egation led by Bhagat Singh
Koshiyari (now Maharashtra
Governor) constituted by then
partychiefNitinGadkarihad“in-
vestigatedandcompiledadossier
on the reported incursions by
ChinesePLAonIndiansoil.”
Briefing the media, Rajiv

PratapRudy,whowaspartof the
delegation,said,“...BJPfailstoun-
derstandwhytheIndiangovern-
ment has to be shy and timid
aboutthewholeaffairs.”
According to theBJPwebsite,

inSeptember2013,RajnathSingh
haddelegatedagroupofBJPlead-
erstostudythesituationandsub-
mitareport.
While BJP has unleashed an

aggressivecampaignagainstSonia
Gandhi's visit toChinaandRahul
Gandhi'smeetingwithaChinese
delegation,accordingtotheweb-
site, ChineseAmbassadorZhang
Yan called onRajnath Singh, on
October16,2009.InAugust2010,
a delegation fromChina visited
Gadkari,whohadvisitedChinaon
CPC'sinvitationinJanuary2011.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

ABHISHEKANGAD
RAIPUR,JUNE22

WITHANESTIMATED25percent
households in urban areas ad-
versely affectedby theextended
lockdowninJharkhand,thestate
governmentisplanningtolaunch
a job guarantee scheme under
whichurbanworkerswillbeable
todemandamaximum100days
ofwork.
The wages under the pro-

posedMukhyamantri Shramik
Yojana are likely tobe at least 40
percenthigherthanRs194aday
provided under theMGNREGA
programmeinthestate.
According to a draft planbe-

ing considered, theworkwill be
demandbased anddivided into
variouscategorieslikecleanliness,
waterharvesting,treeplantation,
publicworks constructionor re-
pairandmanagingshelterhomes,
among others.Workerswill be
paidtheminimumwageasnoti-
fiedbythestategovernment.
Theminimumwageper day

in Jharkhand ranges from Rs
274.81 toRs438.39basedonthe

skillof theworkers.
“The urban population in-

volvedintheinformaleconomyis
staringatacrisisunseenbefore.In
Jharkhand, approximately one-
fourthofthehouseholdsintheur-
banareas(3.5-4lakhBPLfamilies)
arelikelytobeaffectedbytheex-
tendedlockdown,”asourceinthe
Chief Minister’s Office said.
Asperestimates,about13-14

lakhhouseholdsinthestatearein
urbanareas, ofwhich around15
per cent are employed as casual
labourers.
The amountwill be credited

tothebankaccountofworkers,ei-
ther afterwork orwithin seven

days of the completion ofwork.
“Atanysituation,thepaymenthas
tobemadewithin15daysof the
completion of work,” the draft
proposes. The state government
will use its available budget, and
if needed, create additional
budgetforsuchwork.
Theworkerswill be able de-

mandwork either inwriting or
orally for aminimumof seven
daysandamaximumof100days.
The draft states that if aworker
has a child of five years or less,
thenafemaleworkerwillneedto
beemployed—totakecareof the
child—and paid theminimum
wage.Allbasicamenities,medical
facilities, registrationaswell as a
socialsecuritywillbeprovidedto
them.
The draft also pavesway for

unemploymentallowancewhere
apersonwhohasaskedforwork
does not get it within 15 days.
Suchpersonswill be liable to be
paidone-fourthoftheminimum
wage as allowance for the first
month, half thewage in the sec-
ondmonth,andthefullminimum
wageamountinthethirdmonth
ofnowork.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAIPUR, JUNE22

THE CPMMonday suspended
partyMLABalwanPooniaforone
yearover“indiscipline”forvoting
foraCongresscandidateinthere-
centlyheldRajyaSabhapolls.
The decision came during a

State Secretariatmeeting at the
CPM’s office in JaipurMonday.
“Wehadcalledameetingtodis-
cuss the MLA’s indiscipline in
RajyaSabhapolls.Wefoundhim
guiltyof goingagainst theparty

andsuspendedhimforayear,ef-
fective immediately,” said CPM
StateSecretaryAmraram.
Poonia,MLA fromBhadra in

Hanumangarh district, has also
been given a showcause notice
seeking his response within
sevendays.
“Hewent against theparty’s

decisionandvotedforCongress.
Partyhaddecidednottovotefor
anyone. BJP’s second candidate
was losingasheneededover20
additional votes and Congress
had about those many extra
votes,”Amraramsaid.

ABHISHEKSAHA
&JIMMYLEIVON
GUWAHATI, IMPHAL, JUNE22

HIMANTA BISWA Sarma, con-
venor of the North East
Democratic Alliance (NEDA), a
BJP-ledallianceofregionalparties
intheNortheast,onMondaysaid
thepoliticalsituationinManipur
is under control and theBJP and
itsallieswillshowcasea“goodre-
sult”inthenexttwoorthreedays.
Talkingtoagroupofreporters

inGuwahationMonday,Sarma,
the BJP’s key leader in the
Northeast who has been busy
with negotiations since the BJP-
ledgovernment inManipursuf-
fereda jolt lastweekwithMLAs
resigningandallieswithdrawing
support, said, “Situation ismore
orlessundercontrol.Wearecon-
sulting with all our MLAs and
everything will be resolved
nicely.Nothing toworry.Alldis-
cussionsarepositive.Wearetalk-
ing to each other. Youwill see a
goodresultinthenext2-3days.”
Last week, three BJP MLAs

defected to the Congress, and
four MLAs from the National
People’s Party (NPP), one of the
TMCandan Independentwith-
drew support to the BJP-led
coalitiongovernment.
TheNPP ispartof theNEDA.
Despite troubles in the al-

liance, the BJPwon the polls to

thestate’s loneRajyaSabhaseat
on Friday after Speaker Y
Khemchand disqualified three
Congress MLAs and the state’s
loneTMCMLA.
Sarma and Meghalaya CM

Conrad Sangma,whoheads the
NPP,visitedImphalonSundayon
a special chartered flight to con-
duct meetings. Sarma said he
might head to Imphal again on
Tuesday.
“You cannot say the same

picturewillbetherebecauseaf-
ter RS polls many people have
been disqualified. Anyway,
Manipurwill go for amajor by-
election. Basically, architecture
could be a little different and
more or lesswe are continuing
with the spirit of NEDA and
NDA,”Sarmasaid.
Meanwhile, inManipur,NPP

MLAandformerhealthminister
L Jayantakumar Singh said that
Sangmawill support the deci-
sionoftheNPPMLAsif itisinthe
party’s interest. “Whatever the
collective decision taken by the
four NPP MLAs, if it is to
strengthen the party, our party
president iswithus.”

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI,JUNE22

WADING INTO thepolitical row
overthedeathof20soldiersinvi-
olent clasheswith Chinese PLA
troops near the LAC in Ladakh's
Galwan Valley, former Prime
MinisterManmohan Singh on
Monday urged PrimeMinister
NarendraModitobe“mindful”of
“implications” his remarkswill
haveonthe“nation’ssecurity”,as
alsoits“strategicandterritorialin-
terests”.
ReferringtoModi'sremarkat

the all-party meet on Friday –
thatneitherhasanyoneintruded
intoIndianterritorynorhasany-
onecapturedanymilitarypost–
Singhremindedhimthat“disin-
formation is no substitute for
diplomacy or decisive leader-
ship.”He said the PMcannot al-
lowChina to "usehiswords as a

vindicationof theirposition".
The ruling BJP countered,

with party president J P Nadda
calling Singh’s statement “mere
wordplay”. Nadda said Singh
should have worried about
Chinese designs “when, as PM,
he abjectly surrendered hun-
dreds of square kilometres of
India’s landtoChina”.
Singh’shard-hittingstatement

has set the tone for theCongress
Working Committeemeeting,
convenedonTuesday to discuss

theChinesetransgressionandthe
government’shandlingofthecri-
sis, as also the economic and so-
cialfalloutofthenationwidelock-
down. Asserting that China is
brazenly and illegally seeking to
claimpartsofIndianterritorysuch
asGalwanValleyandthePangong
TsoLakebycommittingmultiple
incursions, Singh said, “Wecan-
not andwill not be coweddown
by threats and intimidation, nor
permit a compromisewith our
territorial integrity.”
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, he said, “cannot allow
them(China)tousehiswordsas
a vindication of their position,
and(he)mustensurethatallor-
gansofthegovernmentworkto-
gether to tackle this crisis and
preventitfromescalatingfurther.
Thisisamomentwherewemust
standtogetherasanationandbe
united in our response to this
brazenthreat.”

Hearguedthat“thetruthcan-
notbe suppressedbyhavingpli-
ant allies spout comforting but
falsestatements.”
While he did not elaborate,

Singh'smentionof “pliant allies”
were likely aimedat statements
made by the chief ministers of
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
SikkimandMeghalayainsupport
ofthegovernmentafterModi'sre-
marks.
The former PMsaid: “At this

moment, we stand at historic
cross-roads. Our government’s
decisionsandactionswillhavese-
riousbearingsonhowthefuture
generationsperceiveus.”
He said, “ThePrimeMinister

must always bemindful of the
implications of his words and
declarations on our nation's se-
curity,asalsostrategicandterri-
torial interests.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

LACSHOWDOWN

VARINDERBHATIA&
MANAMANSINGHCHHINA
LEH,CHANDIGARH, JUNE22

THEINDIANAirForcehasinten-
sified its Combat Air Patrols
(CAP) in Ladakh in the last few
days following the LAC faceoff
with China that left 20 Indian
soldiersdead.
ResidentsofLehsaythatthese

days they arewaking up to the
noise of IAF fighter jets flying
overheadandincreasedsortiesof
transportaircraftandhelicopters.
Fighter aircraft have been

stationedatadvanceairbasesin
Jammu and Kashmir as well as
Punjab and Haryana and the
CAPs ensure that the IAFmain-
tainsacredibledeterrenceinthe
skies.
IAF sources said that the

Chinesehavebolsteredthepres-
enceofoffensiveairplatformsat

their airfields in Tibet. "The
Chinesehave alsobrought in air
defence elements at various lo-
cationswherethestandoff istak-
ing place.Wehave our counter-
measuresinplaceandflyCAPsas

perthedemandofthesituation,"
asenior IAFofficial said.
PeopleinLehrecallthatMay-

July 1999, the months of the
Kargil War, was the last time
Leh's Kushok Bakula Rimpoche

airport sawsuchair activity.
Aretiredhonorarycaptainof

Ladakh Scouts, Tashi Chhepal, a
Vir Chakra awardee of Kargil
War, is settled in Leh. “It was in
1999 that Leh airport saw this
kindofanaerialactivitysincethe
air force it as its baseduring the
KargilWar.Otherwise,thecityof
Leh is very calm and quiet. For
the last couple of months,
tourists were also not coming
duetocoronavirus.Theroadsare
deserted, pin-drop silence pre-
vails in theevenings,”hesays.
“In 1962, our Air Force was

not as strongas it is today. From
thekindof fighterjetsorties,one
thing is quite evident, that if
need be, our Air Forcewill pro-
vide full support to ourArmy in
the Galwan valley or any other
placeasandwhenrequired,and
weshall give abefitting reply to
theenemy,”headds.
TseringWangchuk,ateacher

at Tibetan Children’s Village in
Leh,says,“Themannerinwhich
fighterjetsandchoppersaredo-
ing sorties everymorning, peo-
ple of the city are fearful. But
people of Ladakh are extremely
braveandpatriotic. Thenoiseof
fighterjetsalsogivesconfidence
thatweareabsolutely safe.”
He adds, "Earlier, only a few

domestic flights would land at
the airport. These days, the air-
port isalmostfilledwithIAFjets
andchoppers.”
AmajorconcernfortheIAFis

keeping an eye not only on the
situation in eastern Ladakh but
also along the Line of Control
with Pakistan. The Skardu air
base in Gilgit-Baltistan area, for
example, is veryclose.
"Weareseizedofalltheseis-

sues. Andwe arewell prepared
to deal with them. There is no
causeforanyalarm,"aseniorof-
ficer said.

PM should bemindful ofwhat
hiswords imply:Manmohan

ManmohanSingh

As CWC readies salvo at PM, an echo
of ’99 — and Cong’s attack on Vajpayee

Himanta
Biswa
Sarma

Manipur situation under
control, BJP and allies
will show result: Sarma

CPM MLA suspended for
voting for Cong in RS polls

Jharkhand plans job guarantee
scheme for urban poor

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PANAJI, JUNE22

THEGOAgovernmentisconsid-
eringdroppingaChineseconsul-
tancy firmfromaRs1,400crore
eight-lane bridge construction
project across the Zuari river in
south Goa, officials said on
Monday.
Thebridge—aprestigeproj-

ect for the BJP-led government
—isslatedtobenamedafterlate
chiefministerManoharParrikar.
It isbeingbuiltbyDilipBuildcon
withShanghaiTonggangBridge
Technologyprovidingexpertise
onseveralaspectsaswellasma-
terials.
Public Works Department

Minister Deepak Pauskar on
Mondaysaidtheywillhavetore-
examine their import policies
andneedforexpertiseinlightof
the standoff. Materials needed
for the bridge are presently be-
ing imported fromChina.
“They (Chinese consultants)

areexpectedtoarriveastheyare
supposedtobetheexpertswho
aretoexaminepartsofthework.
Further,theremaining35%ofthe
bridge requiresmaterial, which
fornowwastobeimportedfrom
China,” saidPauskar.
“Wewill be speaking to the

ChiefMinisteronthisforinstruc-
tions. The development in our
construction isobviouslydueto
thebetrayalbytheChinesearmy,
and the country and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi have
decided to ban their products,”
he said. “Wewill then have to
sourcematerials and expertise
fromelsewhere.”
Sources confirmed that the

constructionwould run past its
2019 deadline. They said the
PWDisalso facing labour issues
as many have left the state in
lightof theCovid-19pandemic.
According to PWD officials,

whilemany labourers have re-
mainedinplaceonspecificproj-
ects, thestateisfeelingthepres-
sure on meeting deadlines
because of an overall lack of
manpower.

IAF intensifies Combat Air Patrols in Ladakh

Themainmarket inLehonMonday.Express

Goa considers
dropping China
firm from
Rs 1,400-crore
bridge project

While in oppn, BJP
cornered, questioned
UPA govt on China;
sent teams to border

HemantSoren

Jammu: Pakistani troops on
Monday violated the ceasefire
along the LoC at Nowshera sec-
torinJ&K’sRajouridistrict, lead-
ing to the death of one Indian
soldier, officials said.
Defence PRO Lt Colonel

Devender Anand identified the
deceased as Havildar Dipak
Karki.
According to Lt Col Anand,

Pakistani troops initiated small
arms fire and mortar shelling
around 5.30 pm.Havildar Karki
was critically injured, and he
later succumbed to injuries, Lt
Col Anand said, adding that
IndianArmywas retaliatingbe-
fittingly.
Earlier, at about 3.30 pm,

Pakistani troopshadresortedto
mortar shelling and small arms
fire in Poonch district’s Krishna
Ghati sector. The Indian Army
retaliated thereaswell.
SourcessaidHavildarKarkiis

thethirdIndiansoldierkilledby
Pakistani firing along the LoC in
theRajouri-Poonchdistrictsover
thepast fortnight. ENS

DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, JUNE22

RAJASTHAN CHIEF Minister
Ashok Gehlot on Monday an-
nounced that meals (twice a
day)willsoonbemadeavailable
tothepoorataconcessionalrate
under the state government's
‘IndiraRasoiYojana'.
“There is a dearth of nutri-

tious foodand it iswith the idea
that nobody goes to sleep hun-
grythatIamannouncingthisto-
day. Indira Gandhi was a great
leaderandthereasonbehindthe
creation of Bangladesh, she
broughtintheGreenRevolution,
conducted the nuclear tests in
Phokran during 1974. In the
memory of the great leader,we
have decided that Indira Rasoi
Yojanawill be started soon un-
der which nobody will sleep
hungry,”GehlotsaidonMonday.
Former CM and BJP leader

Vasundhara Raje accused the
state government of renaming
herAnnapurnaRasoi scheme.

Rajasthan
announces
‘Indira Rasoi
Yojana’

Soldier killed
as Pakistani
troops violate
ceasefire

New Delhi
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PUNJAB INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT BOARD (PIDB)
DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM AND CULTURE AFFAIRS

(THROUGH PHTPB)
PUBLIC NOTICE

Upgradation, Operation & Maintenance of Ran Baas,
Qila Mubarak, Patiala as Heritage Hotel on PPP mode

PROJECT DETAILS
Punjab Infrastructure Development Board (PIDB) is the nodal

agency of Government of Punjab, for development of infrastructure
projects on Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode, in the state of
Punjab. Department of Tourism and Cultural Affairs, Pb. through
Punjab Heritage and Tourism Promotion Board (PHTPB) has decid-
ed to take up the Upgradation, Operation & Maintenance of Ran
Baas, Qila Mubarak, Patiala as Heritage Hotel on Public Private
Partnership (PPP).

BRIEF PROJECT STRUCTURE
The Private Sector Player (hereinafter referred as the

“Concessionaire”) shall be required to undertake all the activities
pertaining to and incidental to upgradation and Operation and
Maintenance of Ran Baas, Qila Mubarak, Patiala as Heritage Hotel
with 4-star hotel rating as per Ministry of Tourism (MoT), GoI
guidelines. Private Sector Player (PSP) shall upgrade the existing
project site and thereby operate and maintain the facility for the
entire Concession Period i.e. 40 (Forty) years. PSP shall be
required to develop, and operate & maintain all 28 (Twenty eight)
rooms. The project shall be awarded to such bidder who shall offer
the highest Annual Concession Fee (ACF) payable as per the
terms of the RFP document.

PUBLIC NOTICE
As part of the procedure defined in the provisions of Punjab

Infrastructure Development & Regulation Act 2002, (PIDRA-2002),
before the bidding for the Development of the Project is carried out,
a Public hearing is required to be conducted by the Punjab
Infrastructure Regulatory Authority (PIRA) inviting objections/ sug-
gestions/ comments from the Public.

Accordingly, Punjab Infrastructure Regulatory Authority (PIRA)
has decided to conduct the Public Hearing. The proposed
Development of the said (Project) is hereby published for general
information. A copy of the Feasibility Report can be obtained by sub-
mitting a Demand draft of Rs 2500/- (Rupees Two Thousand and
Five Hundred only) in favour of Punjab Infrastructure Development
Board (PIDB), payable at Chandigarh, from its office on or before
06.07.2020

Notice is hereby given to all concerned to file suggestions/
views/comments and objections, if any, on the proposed project, to
the Managing Director, PIDB, SCO: 33-34-35, Sector 34-A,
Chandigarh within 15 days of the publication of this notice. Besides,
a Public Hearing will also be held under the Chairperson, Punjab
Infrastructure Regulatory Authority (PIRA) which can be attended
by any person including bonafide residents, Non-Government
organizations and others, located at the project site of displacement
likely to be affected by the proposed Infrastructure Project and
other members of Public. Oral and written submission can also be
made during the Public Hearing. The time schedule for public hear-
ing is as below:

No TA/DA will be admissible for attending the Public hearing.
Managing Director,

Punjab Infrastructure Development Board,
SCO: 33-34-35, Sector 34-A, Chandigarh.

Sr. Project Name Timings Venue
No.
1. Upgradation, Operation & 13.07.2020 Committee

Maintenance of Ran Baas, at Room, District
Qila Mubarak, Patiala as 11.00 A.M. Administrative
Heritage Hotel on Public Complex,
Private Partnership (PPP) Patiala

PUBLIC NOTICE
Development of Mohali Commercial Complex cum Convention
Centre (GMADA), Ludhiana Commercial Complex cum
Exhibition Centre (GLADA) and Amritsar Commercial Complex
cum Convention Centre (ADA) under Public Private Partnership
(PPP) format on DBOFT basis

PROJECT DETAILS

Punjab Infrastructure Development Board (PIDB) is the nodal agency of
Government of Punjab, for development of Infrastructure projects on
Public Private Partnership (PPP) Mode, in the state of Punjab. PIDB and
Department of Housing & Urban Development, Punjab for the better uti-
lization and operation of Convention Centre and Exhibition Centre has
decided to take up the development of Mohali Commercial Complex cum
Convention Centre (GMADA), Amritsar Commercial Complex cum
Convention Centre (ADA) and Ludhiana Commercial Complex cum
Exhibition Centre (GLADA) through Public Private Partnership (PPP).
The broad components shall be construction of new Convention Centres
and Exhibition Centre based on each Project Structure.

BRIEF PROJECT STRUCTURE

The Scope or Work for the Private Sector Participant (PSP) shall be to
develop the Project within the specified construction period and thereby,
operate and maintain the facility for the entire Concession Period. The
period of Concession for this Project shall be 99 (Ninety Nine) years
(which includes the Construction Period). The Project shall be awarded to
such bidder who shall offer the highest Annuity/Annual Concession Fee,
payable as per the terms of the RFP document of each Project.

PUBLIC NOTICE

As part of the procedure defined in the provisions of Punjab Infrastructure
Development & Regulation Act 2002, (PIDRA-2002), before the bidding
for the Development of the projects are carried out, Public hearing is
required to be conducted by the Punjab Infrastructure Regulatory
Authority (PIRA) inviting objections/suggestion/comments from the Public.
Accordingly, Punjab Infrastructure Regulatory Authority (PIRA) has decid-
ed to conduct the Public Hearing. The proposed Development of the said
(Project) is hereby published for general information. A copy of the
Feasibility Report can be obtained by submitting a Demand draft of Rs
2500/- (Rupees Two Thousand and Five Hundred only) in favour of Punjab
Infrastructure Development Board (PIDB), payable at Chandigarh, from its
office on or before 03.07.2020.
Notice is hereby given to all concerned to file suggestions/views/com-
ments and objections, if any, on the proposed project, to the Managing
Director, PIDB, SCO: 33-34-35, Sector 34-A, Chandigarh within 15 days
of the publication of this notice. Besides, a Public hearing will also be held
under the Chairperson, Punjab Infrastructure Regulatory Authority (PIRA)
which can be attended by any person including bona fide residents, Non-
Government organizations and others, located at the project sites of dis-
placement likely to be affected by the proposed Infrastructure Project and
other members of Public. Oral and written submission can also be made
during the Public hearing. The time schedule for public hearing is as
below:

PUNJAB INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
BOARD (PIDB) & DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING &

URBAN DEVELOPMENT, PUNJAB

No TA/DA will be admissible for attending the Public hearing.
Managing Director

Punjab Infrastructure Development Board
SCO-33-34-35, Sector 34-A, Chandigarh.

Sr. Projects Name Timings Venue
No.
1. 10th July, 2020 GMADA Office,

at 11.00 AM Mohali

2. 16th July, 2020 Circuit House,
at 11.00 AM Ludhiana

3. 17th July, 2020 Bachat Bhawan,
at 11.00 AM Amritsar

Mohali Commercial
Complex cum Convention
Centre (GMADA).

Ludhiana Commercial
Complex cum Exhibition
Centre (GLADA).

Amritsar Commercial
Complex cum Convention
Centre (ADA).

ELECTION COMMISSIONER
SUSHIL CHANDRA speaks to
RITIKA CHOPRA on the poll
panel's move to intervene in
complaints of candidates filing
false affidavits and how it is
preparing to hold the first
Assembly election amid a pan-
demic. Editedexcerpts:

TheEChasalways
encouragedcomplainants to
approachcourtsdirectly
regardingcomplaintsof
candidates filingfalse
affidavits.Whatprompted
theCommissiontochange its
stand?
Inademocracy,thevoterhas

the fundamental right to know
(thewhole truth)aboutacandi-
date (contesting elections).
Although all election affidavits
are(already)referredtoCBDTfor
verification, lately, several com-
plaints of candidates lying in
theiraffidavitshavecometoour
notice… EC cannot be a mute
spectator. So it was decided by
theCommissionthat if there isa
prima facie case of suppression
of information regarding assets
or liabilities or criminal an-
tecedents, thenwe should send
ittotherespective(investigating)
agencies for timebound investi-

gation. If the investigation finds
that thecandidatehas lied inhis
affidavit, thenwewill not hesi-
tate in asking our field officer to
file a complaint.We can also in-
formtherespectivepoliticalpar-
ties and presiding officer of the
AssemblyorHousethatheorshe
hasnotfiledcorrectinformation.
But the complainant will

havetogiveusevidence.Itshould
notbeafrivolouscomplaint.

SothismeanstheECwillnot
hesitatetogotocourt incase
of falseaffidavits?
Thecaseof falsifying anaffi-

davitwillbestronger(ifECis in-
volved). Therewill be an inves-
tigation,andevidencewillbeon
file. The RO (Returning Officer)
whowill file the complaintwill
also go to court with evidence.
Butthisdoesn'trestrictthethird
party fromgoing tocourt.

YouaretheEC'snomineeto
theDelimitation
Commissionfor J&K.What is
thestatusof thedelimitation
process?
Wehavehadthreemeetings

under the chairmanship of for-
mer Supreme Court judge
Ranjana PrakashDesai.We had
sought (2011) census data from
the Registrar General of India
basedonwhichthedelimitation
will be done. On receiving that
information,wehavenowasked
the respective state election
commissioners and chief elec-
toral officers tomap the census
dataagainsteachadministrative
unit (panchayats, blocks, tehsil
etc)by July31.
Wewill be able to complete

thedelimitationtaskwithinthe
(year's)deadline.

Is theECworriedthat the
Covid-19outbreakwillaffect
theBiharelectionturnout?
Wedon'twanttheturnoutto

comedown.Wewillmake spe-
cialeffortstoensurethatitdoes-
n't. In Bihar, we have 72,000
pollingstations,butwehavede-
cided to reduce the voters at
each polling station to 1,000 as
against 1,600, to ensure social
distancing. So we will have to
add30,000polling stations.We
havealsoextendedthefacilityof
postal ballots to Covid patients
and suspected cases. We had
writtentotheLawMinistrythat
all persons above the age of 65
andthoseinfectedwiththevirus
should be allowed to vote via
postal ballots. TheLawMinistry
hasagreed…

Whataboutcampaigningfor
Biharelections?
For voting,wewill followall

guidelinesoftheHealthMinistry
and NDMA. Campaigning will
also have to followHealth and
NDMA guidelines. Parties will
havetorelyonvirtualralliesand
campaigningthroughsocialme-
dia. But the situation could
changeclosertothedateofpoll.
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ARUNSHARMA
JAMMU,JUNE22

ONTHEwaytocrematetheirun-
clewhodiedaftertestingpositive
forCovid-19,twocousinssuffered
scorchingheatinsidePPEkitsfor
hours, pushed an ambulance
acrossariverbankandfelluncon-
sciouswhile officials refused to
help for fear of contracting the
virus, relativeshavealleged.
Vimal Zadoo (43) andVipan

Zadoo (30) died on the banks of
the Tawi near Sidhra on June18.
BothtestednegativeforCovid-19.
JammuDistrict Magistrate

SushmaChauhanorderedamag-
isterial inquiry and announced
ex-gratia relief of Rs 2 lakh each
to the next of kin. Lieutenant
GovernorGCMurmuonMonday
approvedex-gratia of Rs 10 lakh
eachtothenextofkinofboth.
Meanwhile, a row erupted

over the deaths, with family
members and political parties
accusing the UT administration
ofnotfollowingHealthMinistry
guidelinesonhandlingthebody
of acoronaviruspatient.
Vimal and Vipan’s uncle,

whohadatravelhistorytoDelhi,
tested positive lastWednesday
anddiedatGovernmentMedical
College (GMC) Hospital in
Jammuthesameday.Following
a call from a revenue official,
Vimal and Vipan accompanied
thedeceased’s sonto thehospi-
talnextmorning, relatives said.
The family said that around

11.30am,thehospitalstaffmade
allthreewearPPEkitsandgoin-
sidethemortuarytoidentifythe
bodyandbringitout.Thereafter,
they were made to board the
ambulancealongwiththebody
andproceed towardsSidhra.
Around12.15pm, theambu-

lance reportedly stopped oppo-
site the entrance of Golf Course
at Sidhra. The driver and three
cousinssat insidethevehicle for
15minutes,waitingforanofficial
to guide them to the cremation
site, the relatives said. One of
them added that it was 46 de-
greesCelsiusandthe trio, inPPE
kits,appearedrestlessintheheat.
Inthemeantime,AmitZadoo,

another relative, arrived in his
own vehicle and led the ambu-
lance to the cremation shed be-
side the Tawi. Upon arrival, one
of the ambulance’s occupants
started vomiting, even as a rev-
enueofficial called theothers to
takethebodytoanotherlocation
alongtheriverbank.
Bythen,policearrivedandthe

ambulancewas led towards the
riverbed.Fivehundredmetreson,
a tyre got stuck and the family
memberswereallegedlyaskedto
push the vehicle. Vimalwas the
firsttofallunconscious,saidarel-
ative. Theothersasked forwater,
and soon Vipan and the de-
ceased’ssonlostconsciousness.
With no help forthcoming,

Amit picked up the deceased’s
son and rushed him to hospital
andherevived,therelativessaid.
Vimal andVipal lay there for

hours, with the family alleging
that no revenueofficials andpo-
licecameforwardtohelpforfear
ofcoronavirusinfection.Bothdied
ofdehydration,arelativesaid.
TheBJPdemandeda judicial

inquiry,accusingtheadministra-
tionofputtingtheresponsibility
ofhandlingthebodyofacoron-
avirus patient on relatives, and
demanded an FIR against offi-
cialsguiltyof negligence.
NC provincial president

DevenderRanasoughtanNHRC
probe,sayingthat“notonlywas
the necessary protocol ignored,
but no compassion or attention
was shown by the designated
personnel which led to the un-
fortunatedeaths”.
When askedwhy no health

worker accompanied the body
andhowthecremationwasleftto
untrainedrelatives,GMCPrincipal
DrNaseebChandDhingra asked
TheIndianExpresstocontactGMC
HospitalMedicalSuperintendent
DrDara Singh. The latter didnot
respondtorepeatedcalls.
Director, National Health

MissioninJammuandKashmir,
Bhupinder Kumar, who is also
the designated nodal officer to
deal with Covid-19 cases, re-
fused comment in view of the
ongoingmagisterial inquiry.
L-G Murmu also approved

ex-gratiaofRs10lakhtothenext
ofkinofKamalKumar,aresident
of ChhapakiKalaanwhodied in
administrative quarantine in
Kathua on Sunday. The DMhas
orderedaprobe into thedeath.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHENNAI, JUNE22

THE TAMIL Nadu government
Mondaydeclaredan intensified
lockdown in several parts of
Madurai district, including the
temple town, fromWednesday.
The number of Covid-19 cases
continued to rise in the state
with2,710reportedonMonday
— the 12-day lockdown in
Chennaiandthreeneighbouring
districtsisexpectedtogradually
arrest thesteadyspike.
Thestatehasreportedatotal

of 62,087 Covid-19 cases and
794 deaths, including 37 re-
portedonMonday.Maduraihas
849cases.
“Trace, test and quarantine”

maximumcases is our strategy,
said J Radhakrishnan, state
healthsecretary.TamilNaduhas
so far tested8.76 lakhpeople.
Movementofpeopleinlarge

numbers fromChennai toother
districts ahead of the lockdown
has triggered more cases.
Radhakrishnan said
Tiruvannamalai, Madurai and
Cuddalore are reporting more
cases. “It is not the number of
cases but it is all about testing
and quarantining them, a strat-
egytoensureearly intervention
in maximum cases,” he said,

adding that thenumber of test-
ing per day has increased from
an average of 13,000 to 30,000
in the lastoneweek.
Radhakrishnan saidmedical

experts hope the lockdown in
Chennaiwouldhelptopreventthe
spreadofthevirus.“Ourfocusdur-
ingthislockdownistotracepeople
withinfection,forwhichwehave
mobilisedamaximumnumberof
fevercampsacrossthecitytofind
people with symptoms.
Transmissionofinfectiontoother
peoplewillbereducedduringthe
lockdownperiod inChennai,”he
said. Cuddalore, Madurai and
Tiruvannamalai districts are fol-
lowingcontainmentstrategies in
identifiedzones,hesaid.
According to the state health

department, up to 70% of total
cases continue to be asympto-
maticwhile the remaining 20%
havemildsymptomsandroughly
10%requirehospitalisation.
A senior doctor in a govern-

ment hospital in Chennai city
saidthenumberofpatientswith
mild symptoms have increased
in the last twoweeks. “Wehave
been seeing about 80% of
asymptomatic patients in the
initial stage. But among those
whocometofeverclinics,80%of
them arewithmild symptoms
of fever, coughandthroatpain,”
hesaid.

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, JUNE22

A 35-YEAR-OLDman died dur-
ingtreatmentataDeobandhos-
pital after hewas beaten by an
angrymobinSaharanpurdistrict
ofUttarPradeshforallegedlyat-
tackingaminor.
According to the FIR filed at

Deobandpolice station, thevic-
tim,Israr,wascorneredbyamob
on Thursday evening and was
beatenwith sticks and rods. He
was rushed toanearbyhospital
in Deoband but died during
treatment.
The police maintain there

was no case of “lynching”, and
thatthevictimwasaccusedofan
attempt tomurder at the same
police station.
SP(City),Saharanpur,Vineet

Bhatnagarsaid:“Thepolicewere
informed on Thursday evening
that a man, Israr, had been at-
tackedbyacrowd.Oninvestiga-
tion, it was found that thisman
had,thesameday,robbedamo-
torcycle and had attacked ami-
norwithasharpobject. Inretal-
iationfortheattackonthechild,
agroupof villagersattackedthe
accused.During the assault, the
accused sustained injuries (and
succumbedsubsequently).”
Bhatnagar said Israr’s family

has named 11 people and that
arrestswill bemadesoon.
Apurportedvideooftheinci-

dent, whichwas sharedwidely
onsocialmedia,showsamanly-
ing in a foetal position as men
withsticks surroundhim.

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI, JUNE22

NEARLY150Guwahati residents
without any travel history re-
cently tested positive for Covid-
19,sparkingfearsofcommunity-
level transmission and leading
authorities to consider locking
down the city part-wise aswell
asturningquarantinecampsinto
makeshiftCovid-carehospitals.
StateHealthMinisterHimanta

Biswa Sarma said Monday
Guwahati’s situation haswors-
enedinthepastfewdays,with114
peoplewithoutanytravelhistory
—who voluntarily came to get
tested since June16—reporting
positive. In addition, nearly 40
peoplewithoutanytravelhistory,
amongthosetestedfrom141ac-
tivecontainmentzonesinthecity,
havetestedpositive,hesaid.
Sarma said: “I fear cases in

Guwahati will increase. This
curvewon’tbe flattened imme-
diately. We will have to rigor-
ously testmore andmore peo-
ple,alongwithmeasuressuchas
implementing lockdowns and
containmentzones.Soourquar-
antinecentres in thecitywillbe
turned into Covid-care centres
to treat asymptomatic patients.
Symptomatic patients will be
treated inhospitals.”
Hesaidthatkeepingthespike

in Guwahati inmind, the state

HealthDepartment has recom-
mendedKamrup(Metro)district
administration, under which
Guwahatifalls,shouldbegintotal
lockdown of wards where the
numberofcasesincrease.Hesaid
thiswouldbeliketreatingalarge
areaasacontainmentzone.
“Ourfocusmoreorlesswillbe

Guwahatinow, so that the situa-
tioninourcitydoesnotturn into
what it is in Delhi, Chennai or
Mumbai. People have to strictly
followdistancingnormsandwear
masks,”theministersaid.
Healsosaidsamplecollecting

centres,whereresidentscanvol-
untarily get tested, will be in-
creasedfromtheexisting12to31.
“Itwillbelikeamakeshifthos-

pitalforrapid
Covid re-
sponse in
that area…,”
theminister
said.
Overall,

Assam has
reported
more than
5,500 con-
firmed cases
so far. On
Sunday, the
state regis-
tered its sin-
gle-day
highestspike
yet — 331
cases.

COUSINSDIEWHILETAKINGUNCLE’SBODYFORCREMATION

Wearing PPEs in heat, they
pushed ambulance along river
bank, fell unconscious, say kin

TN govt reimposes
lockdown in Madurai

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JUNE23

THEGUJARATHighCourt,which
refusedtomodify its June20or-
der staying the Rath Yatra pro-
cessioninAhmedabadandelse-
whereinGujarat,heardmultiple
applicationsseekingtoallowthe
processionwithduerestrictions
until lateMondayevening.
Even as the hearingwas on,

theofficeof JointCommissioner
(Traffic) of Ahmedabad police
commissionerateputoutaroute
plan, indicating that the 143rd
Rath Yatrawould be conducted
asscheduledonTuesday.
In a statement released late

Monday, Joint CP, Ahmedabad
City (Traffic), JRMothaliyamen-
tionedtheRathYatra route from
Jamalpur Darwaza. The return
journey, according to the state-
ment,willfollowadifferentroute
viaPremDarwazaandwillendat
JamalpurDarwazaintheevening.
The Hindu Yuva Vahini had

movedanapplication seeking a
yatra of three chariots along a

shorter route. Another petition
moved by the state seeking a
modification in the HC’s earlier
orderwaspendingaverdictwell
pastmidnight.
OnMonday evening, Chief

Minister Vijay Rupani, along
with wife Anjali and MoS
Pradeepsinh Jadeja, went to
Jagannath temple at Jamalpur
andannouncedhisgovernment,
wouldmove an application be-
foreHCtoconducttheyatrawith

whatever restrictions.
Another application was

moved before the bench, seek-
ing amodification to the order,
whichwas awaiting a decision
asofmidnight.
TheNGOhadsoughtthatthe

absolute stay on procession be
modified,soastoallowforthree
chariots to be taken out. The
bench headed by Chief Justice
VikramNathrefusedtoentertain
theapplicationanddisposed it.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
RAJKOT, JUNE22

PANKAJ JADAV,50,adoctor inat
the Amreli district hospital in
Gujarat, died of Covid-19while
undergoingtreatmentatPandit
Deendayal Upadhyay (PDU)
Hospital in Rajkot onMonday.
Hisdeathcomes13daysafterhis
mother diedof the virus. This is
the first case of a government
medical officer dying of coron-
avirus in thestate.
Jadav had tested positive for

Covid-19 on June 13 and had
been undergoing treatment at
Amrelicivilhospitalsince.Butas
his conditionworsened, hewas
referredtothestategovernment-
runPDUHospitalonMonday.
Jadavwaspostedasnodalof-

ficerofantiretroviraltherapyde-
partment at the Amreli district
hospital or Amreli civil hospital.
HealthofficersinAmrelisaidthat
he had contracted the infection
from his mother. "His mother
had tested positive for Covid-19
on June8anddied thedayafter.
Dr Jadav had contracted the in-
fection from hismother while
treating her at his home in
Amreli," Dr A P Singh, epidemic
officerofAmrelidistrict, said.

MILINDGHATWAI
BHOPAL, JUNE22

THEINDOREdistrictadministra-
tion on Monday invoked the
National Security Act (NSA)
against twopeopleheld forcow
slaughter — the first such invo-
cationof thestringentprovision
since theBJP returned topower
in Madhya Pradesh three
monthsago.
On June19, the Indorepolice

chased Shahzad Mohammed
Sattar, 30, andShanid Shakil, 21,
who were allegedly carrying
meat on a motorcycle. While
Sattarwasarrestedandthemeat
was seized, Shanil managed to
escape.Whenalaboratoryreport
confirmed that the meat was
beef,thepolicebookedthemun-
der Sections 5 and 9 of the Cow
SlaughterActandtheArmsAct.
Superintendent of Police

(East Indore) M C Jain told The
Indian Express that Shanil was
later arrested, and the district
collectorhadconfirmedhisrec-
ommendation for slappingNSA
against the two.
The duo will be sent to

Bhopal central jail on Tuesday.
Jainsaidtheydidnothavecrim-
inalcasesinthepastbuttheirof-
fencewas“severe”.
After the nationwide lock-

down due to the coronavirus
was imposed, the state has in-
voked theNSA on at least three
instances against thosewhoat-
tackedhealthworkers,policeof-
ficialsor sanitationworkers.

UP: man beaten
up for ‘attacking
child’, dies; faces
murder bid FIR

Himanta says Guwahati to
be locked down ward-wise

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
VADODARA,AHMEDABAD,
JUNE22

GUJARAT CONGRESS leader
Bharatsinh Solanki onMonday
tested positive for Covid-19,
three days after participating in
the proceedings of the Rajya
Sabha elections in the state as a
candidateof theparty.
Solanki,whobeganshowing

symptomsonSaturday,gothim-
self testedonSundayafterhede-
velopedhighgradefever,Anand
district administration officials
said. Solanki is currently admit-
ted to a private hospital in
Vadodara and his condition is
stated tobestable.
Solanki had met several

MLAs of the party in Gujarat in
the runupto theRSpolls.

Amreli resident
becomes first
govt doc to die of
Covid in Gujarat

Indore admn
invokes NSA
against two for
cow slaughter Bharatsinh

Solanki tests
positive, 3 days
after RS polls

‘ECwill also go to court over
false affidavit complaints’

DevoteespullachariotofLordJagannathinAhmedabad.Reuters

HC hearing on, Ahmedabad
police issue Rath Yatra route
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STEP UP THE FIGHT
CentreandDelhigovernmentneedtowork inunison— that’s

theonlywaytocounter theCOVIDsurge

DELHI’S SHARPLY RISINGCOVID-19 infection curve raises questions about
thecontainmentmeasurestakenbythecity’sAAPgovernmentduringand
after the relaxationof the lockdown.NowtheCentrehas lent itsweight to
theArvindKejriwal government. In a series of directives on Sunday, it has

askedtheDelhigovernmenttorevise its strategyto fight thecoronavirus.Delhihasbeen
askedtoredrawits242containmentzones,enumerateallhouseholdsoutsidethesezones
andassociateeverydistrict inthecitywithahospital.TheCentrehasalsoaskedtheDelhi
governmenttosendadetailedreportoneveryCOVIDdeathinthecity—thismustinclude
when the patientwas brought to the hospital, and fromwhere. Such ameasure had ar-
guablybecomenecessaryinlightofreportsthattheDelhigovernment’sCOVIDtollfigures
arenot tallyingwiththoseof thecity’shospitalsandmunicipalities.
Withnearly60,000cases,DelhiispoisedtoovertakeMumbaiasthecitywiththehigh-

est caseload.Maharashtra’s capital has about67,000casesbut thegrowth rateof the in-
fectionhascomedownappreciablyinthecitysincelastweek,whenitadded8,000cases.
Delhi, in contrast, added 18,000 cases lastweek. CMKejriwal hasmaintained that the
deathrateisthekeymetricinthebattleagainstthepandemic—butevenonthatyardstick,
Delhi’s figures areworrying.At3.65per cent,Delhi’s death rate is above thenational av-
erageof 3.4per cent. Thecityhas lost inexcessof 2,000 lives to thevirus.With theDelhi
governmentprojecting5.5lakhCOVIDcasesinthecitybytheendofJuly,thenationalcap-
ital couldbestaringatasteepeningtoll, if urgentmeasuresarenot taken.
Sunday’s directiveswere preceded by an order byDelhi’s Lieutenant Governor Anil

Baijalmandatingfive-dayinstitutionalquarantineforallthosewhohavetestedCOVID-pos-
itive.TheDelhigovernmentwasright topushbackandget it revoked.L-GBaijalhasnow
askedallcoronaviruspositivepatients toreport toaCOVID-carecentre,wheretheirsuit-
abilityforhomeisolationwillbeassessed.ReiteratedintheCentre’sdirective,thisrequire-
mentcouldplaceanadditionalburdenonthepatients.Already,therearereportsofasymp-
tomatic carriers of thevirusbeing reluctant tovisit theCOVIDcare centres. As it redrafts
itsstrategy, theDelhigovernmentshouldn’tdoanythingthat further inconveniencespa-
tients.Itsdecisiontoprovideoximeterstomonitortheoxygensaturationlevelsofpatients
underhomeisolationisawelcomestep.Thenationalcapitalcouldalsofollowtheexam-
pleofKeralaandKarnataka,whichhave involved thecommunity in tracing thecontacts
ofCOVIDpositivepatients.TheCentrehasassuredtheDelhigovernmenttechnicalhelpin
redrawingthecontainmentzones.Itshouldcontinuetoplaytheroleofaguidingforce,not
doanything that couldbeconstruedaspowerplay ina timeof crisis. In thecomingdays
andweeks, thetwogovernmentswillneedtowork inunison—theywillbewatchedfor
howwell theycandoso.

IN ALL FAIRNESS
BlackLivesMatterexertsan influence fromafar,kickstartsa
long-overdueprocessagainsthard-codedracismin India

FORDECADES,ENLIGHTENEDIndianshaverailedagainstfairnesscreams,andhelp-
lesslywatchedtheirsalesgraphsgrow.Butnowthismarketsegment,whichfeeds
offandreinforcestheracistbinaryof lightanddarknessdeeplyentrenchedinso-
cietyandreflectedinthecastehierarchy,facesthemostimpersonalcorrectives—

globalisationandcommerce. In response to theBlack LivesMattermovement,whichhas
spilledoutoftheUS,Johnson&JohnsonhaveexitedthefacewhiteningcategoryinAsiaand
theMiddle East andorderedadrastic recall of productswhichwere either sold as orper-
ceivedaswhiteningagents.NeutrogenaFineFairnessandClean&Cleararethefirstproduct
linestobeaffected,anddistributorshavebeenorderedtoimmediatelyshipbackordestroy
their inventories.TheseproductsarealsobeingremovedfromJ&Jwebsites.
IntheUS,corporateswhichpersistedinsellingproductsassociatedwithracism,whilewel-

comingthemovementtriggeredbythekillingofGeorgeFloyd,arebeingaccusedofhypocrisy,
andthereisarushtocleansethestablesbyerasing,repositioningorupdatingproducts. J&J
has erased the fairness segment andupdatedBand-Aid to reflect different skin tones. Last
week,PepsiCo’sQuakerOatscommittedtorebrandingitsAuntJemimalineofpancakesand
syrups,whicharesoldwiththeimageofasmilingblackwomanfromtheeraofsegregation,
ifnotofslavery.Andmeanwhile,acampaignburgeonsagainstUnilever’sFair&Lovely,whose
niacinamideinhibitstheproductionofmelanin,andwhichissoldalloverAsia.
Inhalf theworldeastofEden, thepopularityof fairnesscreamshasstoodtestimonyto

howdeeply ingrainedracismis incultures thatarenotwhite, butaspire tobeso. It is also
reflectedintheenthusiasmwithwhichIndiahasrebuffedinternationalattemptstoequate
racewithcaste,aconceptinformedbyvarna,whichliterallysignifiescolour.Whowouldhave
thought thatmarketswouldbethedeal-breakerof anancientandugly tacitunderstand-
ing thatpervades somuchof theOldWorld?Butoutside thesegmentof fairnesscreams,
racismremainsthenameofthegame.Whetherit’scarromorchess,Whiteplaysfirst.Inall
fairness,toequalisethequestionofprimacy,whynot considerthetossofacoin,whichonly
bearsthecolourofmoney?

HIS GOLDEN ARM
RajinderGoeldidnotget toplay for thecountry.

That’samighty loss for Indiancricket

I NANYOTHERcricketingerainIndia, left-armspinnerRajinderGoel,whodiedon
Sunday,wouldhaveplayedTest cricket. Suchwashis calibre, but theaccidentof
birth had him competingwith some of the finest practitioners of spin bowling
ever, like Bishan Singh Bedi, B S Chandrasekhar, E A S Prasanna and S

Venkataraghavan.Henevercomplained,butcontinuedhislaboursonthedomesticfields,
finding joy inevery littleaccomplishment.
Therewasa tragicbeauty tohisnarrative, asyouwould findwitha raft of suchplayers

across sports. Aparallel canbedrawn to theCaribbeanpace-bowlers fromthe late ’70s to
mid-’80s,meanmachinesasgoodasMalcolmMarshallorMichaelHolding,butwhocould
notbreakintotheteamorcommandapermanentspot.LikethestrappingBarbadiantear-
awaySylvesterClarke, theonlybowlerVivRichardsadmittedheever felt “uncomfortable”
facing.GrahamGoochhadhishelmetsplitdownthemiddle.OrhisfieryfellowBajans,Wayne
DanielandFranklynStephenson.Similarly,anarmyofAustralianbatsmenwasconfinedto
playing county cricket in themid-aughts, thanks to a brigadeof high-quality exponents.
StuartLawbattedjustonceinaTestmatch—remainedunbeatenon54—butendedupfor-
everonthe fringes,despitegathering27kruns indomesticcricket.Or JimmyMaher, Jamie
CoxorMichaeldiVenuto.Similarly,sooverflowingwasSpain’stalentpoolinthelateaughts
thattheycouldn’taccommodateGabi,andMikelArteta.
It’s themischief of goldengenerations.HowWest Indiescricketwouldhavepleaded

tohavesomeonelikeClarkeorDaniel inthisera, justasSpainwouldwishtheyhadGabi
orArteta. BetweenBedi andRavindra Jadeja, India handedTest caps tomenwhose tal-
entswere inferior toGoel’s. InGerman football theyhavea term:Unvollendeter, anun-
fulfilledperson. It seemsharsh, for thosewhoarerememberedandrevered,as inGoel’s
case, despite not representing their country. For, therewas a glorious dignity to their
labours,making themlegendsnonetheless.

End of make-believe

CRajaMohan

Bishan Singh Bedi

AcknowledgingChina’srise,scaleofchallengeit
presents,arefirststepsincraftinganewChinapolicy

SPINNING A MAGICAL WEB
Left-armspinnerRajinderGoel servedcricket selflesslyandquietly

THE BRUTAL CHINESE ambush that killed
Indian and Chinese soldiers in the Galwan
ValleyineasternLadakhlastweekwillhope-
fully compelDelhi toconfront theenduring
tragedyof India’sChinapolicy.That tragedy
is rooted inpersistentpolitical fantasies, re-
fusaltolearnfrompastmistakes,andthebe-
lief thattheUSandtheWestareatthesource
of India'sproblemswithChina.
Thisisnotaboutblamingonepartyoran-

other that ruled Delhi in the last seven
decades. There is plenty of blame to go
around; and the problem predates inde-
pendence.Eachgenerationhascompounded
thechallengewiththereluctancetodiscard
theillusionsthatIndia’sChinapolicyhasnur-
turedover the last century.
Let us start with Rabindranath Tagore,

whowent to China in 1924with the ambi-
tion of developing a shared Asian spiritual
civilisation. Tagore returned deeply disap-
pointed as radical groups, includingmem-
bers of the newly formed Chinese
CommunistParty,turnedonthepoetandhis
hosts forconspiringtodivertChineseatten-
tionawayfromtheimperativesofmoderni-
sationand,yes,westernisation.
Next was the turn of Jawaharlal Nehru,

who approached China as amodernist and
nationalist. Hemet a delegation of Chinese
nationalists atBrussels in1927and issueda
ringingstatementondefeatingwesternim-
perialism and shaping a new Asian and
global order. But when the SecondWorld
War broke out a decade later, the Congress
wasunwillingtojoinhandswithChinainde-
feating Japanese imperialism.Forall theex-
altedrhetoricofanti-imperialism,Indianand
Chinesenationalistscouldnotcometogether
for they were fighting different imperial
powers.
As India’s first PM,Nehru reachedout to

theCommunistrulersofChina,campaigned
againstthewesternattempttoisolatethem,
serenadedChinesePremierZhouEnlaiatthe
Afro-AsianconferenceinBandung,Indonesia
in 1955.Within five years, India and China
wereateachother'sthroatsandawarbroke
out in1962.Atal BihariVajpayee traveled to
ChinainFebruary1979tore-engageBeijing.
Before he could head home, Beijing had
launchedawaragainsta fellowcommunist
regime in Vietnam. Somuch for Asian soli-
darity! Rajiv Gandhi in 1988 sought to nor-
malise relationswith Chinawhile continu-

ing tonegotiateontheboundarydispute.
That defined a template that in the end

neither normalised the relationship nor re-
solved theboundarydispute. Tomakemat-
tersworse, other issues have taken a life of
theirown—forexample,themassiveannual
tradedeficits. If India thoughteconomicco-
operationwillimprovemutualtrustandcre-
ate conditions for resolving political differ-
ences with China, it has been in for a rude
shock. India’s massive trade deficit with
Chinaisnowalittleoverhalfof itstotaltrade
deficit.Worse, India is finding ithard todis-
entanglethedeepeconomicdependenceon
imports fromChinaandresurrect itsmanu-
facturingsector.
As the ColdWar came to a close, India

bet that political cooperation with China
on global issues will provide the basis for
better bilateral relations. It could not have
beenmorewrong. PVNarasimhaRao and
his successors joined China and Russia in
promotinga“multipolarworld”—thecode
for limiting America’s power after
Washington came out victorious in the
Cold War and facilitated the break-up of
the Soviet Union.
Nearly a quarter of a century after em-

barking on a strategy to blunt America’s
“unipolarmoment”,Delhi isnowstruggling
to copewith the emergence of a “unipolar
Asia”—withBeijing as its dominant centre.
China’s rapidrisehasalsopavedthewayfor
thepotentialemergenceofa“bipolarworld”
dominatedbyWashingtonandBeijing.
Thatbringsustotheperennial illusionin

DelhiaboutAsianandanti-Westernsolidar-
itywithChina. Despite the failure of the re-
peated efforts to construct such unitywith
China—intheinterwaryears,thedecadeaf-
ter independence, and the post ColdWar
years — the Indian elite persists with the
myth.
Linkedtothisistheunyieldingclaimthat

theUS is seeking to divide India andChina;
butfortheevil imperialists,thefantasygoes,
Delhi and Beijingwould be enjoying ever-
lasting peace and friendship. The fact is,we
don’t need America to divide India and
China;ourrespectiveterritorialnationalisms
andirreconcilableconflictsof interestdothat
job ratherwell.
Thereareotherinterestingfacts, too.The

British imperialists, for example, wanted
Indian and Chinese nationalists to unite

against Japanese imperialists during the
SecondWorld War. London encouraged
ChiangKai-shektovisit Indiaandmeetwith
Mahatma Gandhi; Gandhimet Chiang but
refused to cooperate. While the Congress
opted out of the war, British India, Great
Britain and the US embarked on amassive
effort to support the beleaguered Chinese
government inChungking.
ChinaneverreallyboughtintotheIndian

ideasofbuildingcoalitionsagainsttheWest.
While Indianeverstoppedarguingwiththe
West, Chinadevelopeda sustainedengage-
ment with the US, Europe and Japan. Mao
brokewithCommunistRussia to join forces
withtheUSintheearly1970s, lessthantwo
decadesafterhefoughttheAmericanforces
intheKoreanWar.DengXiaopingpromoted
massiveeconomic cooperationwith theUS
to transformChina and lay the foundations
for its rise.
While China has leveraged the deep re-

lationshipwith theWest to elevate itself in
theinternationalsystem,Delhicontinuesto
thinkthatstayingawayfromAmerica is the
answer for good relations with Beijing.
Beijing sees theworld through the lens of
power,whileDelhi tends to resist that real-
ist prism. India has consistently misread
China’s interests and ambitions. The longer
India takes to shed that strategic lassitude,
thegreaterwill be itsChina trouble.
Delhi needs to come to termswith the

factthatagiganticpowerhasrisenonitsdoor
step. Indiamust also recognise that China,
like the great powers before it, wants to re-
deemits territorial claims,has theambition
to bend the neighbourhood to its will, re-
shape the global order to suit its interests.
China has certainly not hidden these goals
and interests; but India has refused to see
what is inplain sight.
AcknowledgingChina’sdramaticriseand

recognisingthescaleofthechallengeitpres-
ents are the first steps forDelhi in crafting a
newChinapolicy.FortheModigovernment,
this shouldbeavaluableopportunity toget
back tobasics on restoring internal political
coherence,acceleratingeconomicmoderni-
sationandexpandingIndia’snationalpower.

Thewriter isDirector, Instituteof SouthAsian
Studies,NationalUniversityof Singaporeand
contributingeditoron internationalaffairs

forThe IndianExpress

OFALLmycontemporariesplyingtheirtrade
of spinning awebon the cricket pitch, Iwas
fondestofRajinderGoel.HeleftusonJune21
without amurmur, whichwas somuch in
keepingwithhiscricketingyears.Nocribbing
orremorse.Justamovetoanotherpavilionto
seewhattheAlmightyhasinstoreforhim.
I’veneverbeenable to figureout theme-

dia assessment that itwas BishanBediwho
preventedGoel fromdonning the India cap.
Hewasmyseniorbyacountrymileandlasted
much longer on the Indian scene. But yes, I
concede Iwas a trifle luckier thanmy erst-
while colleague fromRohtak. Beyond that, I
ruefullyacceptthatGoelwashugelyunfortu-
natetomissthebus.
However, the couragewithwhichhe ac-

cepted the verdict and carried on serving
cricketmost selflessly is exemplary.Muchof
thetime,whileinDelhi,wewerecolleaguesat
theStateBankofIndia(SBI).Wehadahealthy,
mutualrespectforeachother.TheonethingI
noticedaboutGoelwasthathewouldalways
disappear fromDelhi as soon as our games
wouldgetover.Suchwashisstrongbondwith
his folksbackinRohtak.
Goelwasalmostroboticinhisbowlingpat-

tern, andwas a captain’s delight. He never
asked for any particular end or field place-

ment. “Just give me one over to find my
rhythm,” he’d say confidently. And then he
wouldgoabouthis jobwithmechanicalpre-
cision.Theonlypeoplewhohadtobeontheir
toeswerethebatsmenfacinghim.
I remember his very brief stintwith the

Lancashire league. Duringmy county days
with Northamptonshire, theWest Indian
greatRohanKanhaionceaskedif therewasa
first-class left-armspinner in Indiawillingto
tryhishandforhisoldclubBlackpool.
I got in touchwithGoel and,withindays,

hewas inBlackpoolwreckingoppositionsas
washiswont.EveryoneintheLeaguewasvery
pleasedwith Goel’s performance— except
Goelhimself.Inlessthanamonth,hewasback
inRohtak.TheBlackpoolclubsecretarywrote
tomeabouthowhemissedGoel.Healsosent
a fewpaperclippingsaboutGoel’soutstand-
ingbowlingfeats.
But Goel had to go home. “I’ve got a

telegram,mywifeispregnant”—hehadtold
theclub.Theclubdidn’tknowhowtohandle
thesituation.SoGoel,inamatterofafewdays,
went fromRohtak to Delhi to Heathrow to
Manchester to Blackpool toManchester to
HeathrowtoDelhi,andfinally,backtoRohtak.
AllthiswithoutevenseeingLondon.Hisurge
tobewithhisfamilywasverystrong.League

cricketwasnot forhim.He just couldn’t take
theEnglishsocial life.SinceIhadknownhim
forsolong,Icouldunderstand.ButhowwasI
goingtoconvinceKanhai?
In the 1980s, we had set up a Veteran

Cricketers'BenevolentFundonthesamelines
as the famousCricketers Benefit FundSeries
(CBFS)inSharjah.Wewouldplaytheveterans’
serieswith Pakistan in India, Pakistan and
Sharjah.Goelwasthefirstbeneficiary.Iremem-
ber hewas ever so thrilled and touched.He
sobbedlikeachildhuggingmetight.Icannever
forgetthatmomentofgraciousgratitude.
Goelwas a self-professed “bania” and as

such,was loathetobeaspendthrift.This trait
reflectedabundantlyinhisverystingybowling
figurestoo.Somewherealongtheline,Ireckon
the “ambition” aspect, for him,might have
taken theback seat. But hewas a contended
man, something I observed closely, andwith
afairamountofenvy, if Imayadd.Goelwasa
committedfamilyman.And,ofcourse,hewas
inseparable fromhiswife, Sushila. All that
seemslikeafairytalenow.RestinPeace,Goely.
Cricket in the north can never be grateful
enoughforyourawesomecontribution.

Thewriter isa formercaptainof the Indian
cricket team

Nearly a quarter of a century
after embarking on a strategy
to blunt America’s ‘unipolar
moment’, Delhi is now
struggling to cope with the
emergence of a ‘unipolar Asia’
— with Beijing as its
dominant centre. China’s
rapid rise has also paved the
way for the potential
emergence of a ‘bipolar world’
dominated by Washington
and Beijing. That brings us to
the perennial illusion in Delhi
about Asian and anti-Western
solidarity with China. Despite
the failure of the repeated
efforts to construct such unity
with China — in the interwar
years, the decade after
independence, and the post
Cold War years — the Indian
elite persists with the myth.

Goel was almost robotic in
his bowling pattern, and he
was a captain’s delight. He
never asked for any
particular end or field
placement. ‘Just give me one
over to find my rhythm’, he’d
say confidently. And then he
would go about his job with
mechanical precision. The
only people who had to be on
their toes were the batsmen
facing him.

FOUNDED BY

RAMNATH GOENKA
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I look to a daywhen peoplewill not be judged
by the colour of their skin, but by the content

of their character. — MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.THEEDITORIALPAGE

THE CHINA DEAL
THE INDIANGOVERNMENTwithheld com-
mentonthereportedpackagedealofferedby
theChinesevice-premier,DengXiaoping,on
theSino-Indianborderdispute. Instead,New
DelhihaschosentowaitforthereturnofEric
Gonsalves,secretaryintheministryofexter-
nalaffairs,whoiscurrentlyinBeijingholding
discussionswith the Chinese leaders on the
entire gamut of relations between the two
countries. Xiaopingmade the offer in an in-
terviewtoaNewDelhijournal,Vikrant,onthe
eve of Gonsalves’ discussions. The operative
partof theinterviewquotedXiaopingsaying
thatwhile China “can recognise the present

Line of Actual Control at the eastern sector,
India should recognise the status quo in the
westernsector.”

SOVIET WITHDRAWAL
THE SOVIET UNION announced today that
“somearmyunitswhosestay inAfghanistan
is not necessary at present are beingwith-
drawn”.Thesix-lineannouncementbytheof-
ficialSovietnewsagencysaidthewithdrawal
of the troopswas beingmade in agreement
with theAfghan leadership. The agency did
not say howmany of the estimated 85,000
Soviet soldiers in Afghanistanwere being
withdrawn.

ASSAM FLAG MARCH
AS TENSION RAN high throughout the
Brahmaputra Valley following violent inci-
dents in North Lakhimpur town in upper
Assamyesterday, troopsstagedflagmarches
at a number of places including Jorhat,
Lakhimpur, Rangiya andGolaghat, to show
their presence. Troops continued to be de-
ployedincurfew-boundNorthLakhimpurfor
the second day. The indefinite curfew,
clampedon the townyesterday,was not re-
laxed today. The situation at Tinsukhia, also
curfew-bound, was officially stated to be
"quiet but tense". Curfewwasnot relaxed in
thetownforthefourthday.

JUNE 23, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO

New Delhi
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“India cannot replicate the US' overbearing approach to China. India will suffer
more losses if it launches a trade war against China.” —GLOBALTIMES,CHINATHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Earlier this year, Australians
voiced concern over the
activities of the Chinese
vessel Xiang Yang Hong No.
1 in international waters
between the Australian
mainland and Christmas
Island. They suspect that
aside from marine science
research, the ship was also
studying submarine routes
from Australia into the
South China Sea. This,
incidentally, is the same
vessel that operated in
international waters just
south of the Andaman &
Nicobar Islands from April
15 to May 21, 2019,
presumably with similar
objectives. China has
mounted at least six survey
missions covering the waters
between Indonesia and Sri
Lanka, in the Bay of Bengal
and the Northern Arabian
Sea, in 2019-2020.

An indomitable
resolve

SyamaPrasadMookerjee’sdeathanniversary
isoccasiontorememberhis
sacrificefornationalunity

MANYDEATH ANNIVERSARIES are cele-
bratedinthecountryeveryyear.However,
thosepioussoulsareveryfortunate,whose
supportersor idealsmaketheir “sacrifice”
meaningful. Syama PrasadMookerjee is
one such supreme pious soul, who sacri-
ficedhislifeonJune23,1953,forthecause
of a united India. From the Bharatiya Jana
Sangh (BJS) to now in the BJP, June 23 has
had been celebrated not just as the death
anniversaryofMookerjee,butalsoasaday
of resolution to abrogate Article 370 from
the Constitution. In everymanifesto, the
declaration of Mookerjee to abrogate the
temporaryArticle370wasaffirmed.Under
theleadershipofPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi, who had travelled with Murli
ManoharJoshiandhoistedthetricolourat
theLalChowkof Srinagar,Article370was
abrogated on August 5, 2019. Home
Minister Amit Shahworked as a true pa-
triot inpassing theBill inboth theHouses
of Parliament.
Mookerjeemade a significant contri-

bution in the fields of education, politics,
society and culture. He became amem-
ber of the Bengal Legislative Council in
1929, and was the youngest Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Calcutta
from 1934 to 1938. Later, he became the
financeministerof theProvinceofBengal,
and was subsequently elected the na-
tional president of the All India Hindu
Mahasabha, theMahabodhi Society and
the Royal Asiatic Society.Mookerjeewas
also a member of the Constituent
Assembly.Hegottheopportunitytoserve
the country as aminister in the first cab-
inetof independent India. Inthefirstgen-
eral election, he was elected to the Lok
Sabha fromSouthCalcutta.
Mookerjeedidnotwant that Partition

should happen. For this, he went to
Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhiji said the
Congressdidnot listen tohim.Nehruwas
alsoinfavourofPartition.Whenitbecame
inevitable, Mookerjee pledged to ensure
that the interests of the Hindus of Bengal
werenotneglected.Hiseffortsensuredthat
theMuslimLeague’splantoannextheen-
tireprovincecouldnot succeed.
Due to Nehru’s disregard for the dis-

placed and his own commitment to na-
tional interests,Mookerjee resigned from
theUnionCabinetonApril8,1950.Hebe-
lieved that the Nehru-Liaquat agreement
wasmeaningless as it entrusted the re-
sponsibility of protecting the interests of
minorities on the Indian government, but
no such initiative was taken by Pakistan.
After resigning from the Nehru cabinet,
Mookerjee explored the possibility of
forming apolitical party. Hemetwith the
second sarsanghchalak (chief) of the RSS,
MSGolwalkar (Guruji), andurgedhim to

establish the BJS. Guruji freed eight
pracharaks, and this iswhere thework of
BJS startedwith themission of correcting
the mistakes of Nehru. The BJS was
founded on October 21, 1951, and
Mookerjeebecameitsfoundingpresident.
The BJSwon three Lok Sabha seats in

thefirstgeneralelection,heldfromOctober
25, 1951, to February 21, 1952.Mookerjee
was one of the three MPs. He attacked
Nehru’spoliciesinParliament.Duringade-
bate in the House, Nehru once pointed to
Mookerjeeandsaid, “JanaSanghisacom-
munal party, I will crush the Jana Sangh”.
Mookerjee replied, “My friend Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru says that hewill crush
Jana Sangh, I say Iwill crush this crushing
mentality.”
EventhoughtheproblemofKashmir’s

special status became visible to the peo-
ple later, Mookerjee understood its seri-
ousnessfromthebeginning.Hisspeeches
intheLokSabhain1952makeitclearthat
whathappenedlater inKashmir—terror-
ism,atrocitiesandtheexodusofHindus—
hadbeen foretold. The separatist tenden-
ciesthatemergedfromSheikhAbdullah's
political activities hadbegun to takehold
by1952.Duetothis,thenationalmindwas
disturbed.Mookerjee fully supported the
satyagraha of the Praja Parishad, which
aimed to make J&K an integral part of
India. Insupport,heraisedastrongslogan:
“Twoflagsinonecountry, twolegislations
inonecountry, twoheads inonecountry,
unacceptable, unacceptable” (Ek desh
mein donishan, ek deshmein do vidhan,
ek deshmein do pradhan, nahi chalenge,
nahi chalenge). At a massive rally in
Jammu in August 1952, he expressed his
resolve: “Either I will get you the Indian
Constitution or I will sacrificemy life for
thepurpose”.
Tofulfilhisresolve,Mookerjeedecided

tochallengetheNehrugovernmentinNew
Delhi and Abdullah’s government in
Srinagar.InMay1953,hesetoutonatripto
J&K to study the situation there. In those
days,permitshad tobeobtained forentry
into J&K.Whenhewasasked forapermit,
hesaid, “I amamemberof theParliament
of India, Iwillnottakeapermit inKashmir
in my own country”. He was put under
house arrest. For 40days, neithermedical
care nor other basic facilities were pro-
vided.HediedonJune23undermysterious
circumstances. To realise his resolve,
Mookerjeesacrificedhis life for themoth-
erland. At his funeral in Kolkata, over two
lakh people gathered to pay tribute.
Mookerjee’sresolvebecametheresolution
of thenation.Hissacrificebecamethevow
toabolishArticle370.
The70-year-oldmissionwasachieved

bytheModigovernmentwithin70daysof
its second term.Mookerjee was the first
Indian to sacrifice his life for Jammu and
Kashmir. June23, thedayof supremesac-
rifice,shouldbeobservedinthecountryas
Ek Nishan, Ek Vidhan, Ek Pradhan Day.
Withthis, thenationwillnotonlyremem-
berhimonhissacrificeeveryyear,thespirit
of nationalunityand integritywill alsobe
strengthened.

Thewriter isnationalvice-president,
BJPanda formerRajyaSabhaMP

ATATIMEwhenChina’spre-meditatedmil-
itarymoves along our northern boundary
are drawing the nation’s attention, it is im-
portant thatwe don’t lose sight of our sur-
roundingseas.
OurnavyhasinterdictedChinesemaritime

researchand surveyvessels that enteredour
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and
ContinentalShelf (CS)withoutourpriorcon-
sentin2018and2019.Indiahaslegislation(Act
No.80/1976)thatrequiresforeignmarinesci-
entific vessels to seek licenceprior tounder-
takingactivities. TheChinese claim that they
areservingtheinterestsofglobalscientificre-
search.Thatmaywellbeonepurpose;butitis
well-knownthatChinausescivilianresearch
vessels to gather crucial oceanographic data,
such as sub-sea and sea-bed conditions, for
militarypurposes. Ithasdoneso intheSouth
ChinaSeawithoutheedtoprotestsbyclaimant
statesorinternationallaw.
To put this into perspective, one recent

survey done by the Asia Maritime
TransparencyInitiative(CSIS),showsthatbe-
tweenApril2019andMarch2020,Chinade-
ployed 25maritime surveymissions in the
Indo-Pacific.Thisfigureisonlymarginallyless
thanthe27missionsmountedbythenextsix
countriestakencumulatively—US(10),Japan
(6), India(4),Australia(3),France(3)andthe
Philippines(1).
Earlier this year, the Australians voiced

concernovertheactivitiesoftheChineseves-
selXiangYangHongNo.1ininternationalwa-
ters between the Australianmainland and
Christmas Island. They suspected that aside
frommarine science research, the shipwas
alsostudyingsubmarineroutesfromAustralia
intotheSouthChinaSea.This, incidentally, is
thesamevesselthatoperatedininternational
waters just southof theAndaman&Nicobar
IslandsfromApril15toMay21,2019,presum-
ably with similar objectives. China has
mounted at least six surveymissions cover-
ing thewaters between Indonesia and Sri
Lanka, in theBayofBengalandtheNorthern
ArabianSea, in2019-2020.
The Cambodian opposition leader, Sam

Rainsy,wrote recently in Foreign Affairs that
China followsa“patternofdenialandobfus-
cation” in itsmilitary expansion overseas.
Beijing initially denied its intention tomili-
tarise the Spratly Islands but eventually ac-
knowledged that they serve amilitary pur-
pose. A similar pattern surrounded the
Chinesemilitary base in theHorn of Africa.
NobodyanylongeracceptsChina’sclaimthat
theDjibouti base is simplya logistics facility.
Rainsy has expressed concern over a secret
deal that gives China exclusive access to
Cambodia’sReamNavalBase. If this report is
accurate, itwillbringChinaonestepcloserto
our shores. This isnot theonlyconcern tobe
had.ItisalsobelievedthatPLANavy(PLAN)in-
telligence-gathering ships have sailed our
coast-linetogatherinformationonnavalfacil-
ities and ships. Itwill, almost certainly, do so
again.
Chinamaywelltakethepositionthatboth

activities are legitimate under international

law.TheLawof theSeaConventionsays that
military vessels have “right to innocent pas-
sage”totraversetheterritorialseaofacoastal
statewithoutenteringinternalwaterssolong
astheyarenotprejudicialtopeace,goodorder
and security of the coastal state. The
Conventionisalsoopentodifferentinterpre-
tationsonthequestionofscientificsurveysin
theEEZofcoastalstates.TheUS, for instance,
maintainsthathydrographicalsurveyswith-
out prior notice or consent are lawful in line
with centuries of state practice, customary
andinternational lawandArticles58,86and
87oftheConvention.However,itisworthnot-
ing that China herself explicitly requires all
foreignmarine research, and for thatmatter
military,vessels toseekpriorpermissionbe-
fore they enter China’s territorial seas as de-
finedintheirDeclarationontheTerritorialSea
(1958). The question, therefore, iswhether
Chinawill respect the laws of other coastal
stateslikeIndia.Inthatregard,recentChinese
behaviourintheSouthChinaSeadoesnotgive
reasonforoptimism.
It is a reasonable presumption that the

completion of Gwadar and the use of Ream
(Cambodia)ifsuchareportisconfirmed,will
make it easier for China to sustain naval de-
ployments— including submarines— in the
IndianOcean. The collection of vital hydro-
graphicaldata is critical to theirunderstand-
ingof thesub-surfaceenvironment,particu-
larlyaroundtheAndamanIslands,whichisa
choke-pointfromtheChineseperspective,as
wellastomonitorourownsubmarinemove-
ments.Itshould,therefore,bepresumedthat
in the coming 12-24months, the Chinese
could step up their efforts to secure signifi-
cantlyimproveddataintheseasbetweenthe
MalaccaStraitsandDjibouti,especiallyinthe
Bay of Bengal andArabian Sea, through any
one,orall,of thefollowing.
First,theChinesemighttrytosendanother

surveyvesselwithoutourpermissionintoour
EEZ,evenpossiblyundernavalescort.InMay,
theChinesesurveyvesselHaiyangDizhiNo.8
accompanied by two Chinese coast guard
ships and several fishing vessels (probably
maritimemilitia)enteredtheMalaysianEEZ
in the SouthChina Sea for over amonthde-
spiteMalaysian protests. Such actionwould
contravene Indian lawbut the Chinese have
neverbeendeterredbyfinerpointsofthelaw.
Second,morelikely,theymightdeployun-

mannedunderwaterdronesinourEEZ,while
themothervessel remains justoutside.Are-

cent Forbes report claims that Sea-Wingun-
derwater, unmanneddroneswere launched
from the Xiang Yang Hong No. 6 in mid-
December2019andsuccessfullyretrievedin
February2020.Thatshouldbeamatterofour
immediateconcernasduringthatperiodthis
very ship was in the Bay of Bengal from
January27toFebruary24.
Third,ChinamightsailPLANintelligence-

gatheringshipsalongourcoastsorinthewa-
tersoff our island territories, justoutside the
12nauticalmile limit, ongrounds that this is
“innocent passage” bynaval vessels permis-
sible under relevant provisions of the
Convention; inotherwords theChinesever-
sionofFreedomofNavigationoperations.
Wehavethenecessarycapacitytomon-

itorandinterdictsurveyvesselswellbefore
they enter our EEZ. Theneed for a compre-
hensive Underwater Domain Awareness
(UDA)strategyispressing.Thiswillneedco-
ordination between our national security
agencies, thenavy,andthegovernmentde-
partmentsresponsible for themarineenvi-
ronmentanddisastermanagement,butalso
collaboration with like-minded countries
who share our concerns. Such cooperation
includes, inter alia, deepening of real-time
informationexchange,co-developmentand
deploymentofUDAmonitoringdevicesand
jointprocessingof acoustic signatures, and
closer coordination in the patrolling of sea
lanestoensureafreeandopenIndo-Pacific.
The deployment of PLAN intelligence-

gathering shipswith naval escort along our
coastsmight also require a new sort of re-
sponse.WeshouldlearnfromChinesetactics.
ARANDstudydescribeshowtheyusefishing
boats,whichareactually“maritimemilitia”,to
overwhelm the external adversary with
swarm-tactics, supported from the rear by
coast-guardornavalvessels.Thisisbelowthe
threshold of amilitary response, and a suc-
cessful,albeitcrude,wayofblockingthePLAN
vessel.Wehavemultiple fishing communi-
tiesthatcanbeprovidedwiththecapacityand
trainingforsuchpurposes.BuildingMaritime
Domain Awareness, and especially
UnderwaterDomainAwareness(UDA)capa-
bilitiesandtechnology,bothdomesticallyand
with like-mindedpartners, should be given
the highest priority. Theremaynot bemore
timetolose.

Thewriter isa formerForeignSecretaryand
Indianambassador toChina

REQUEST & PROMISE

OURCOMBINEDREQUESTtothepublic
andveteransalikeis:Pleaseletusdoour
job. Rest assured,wewill lay downour
liveswithoutbattinganeyelidifdefend-
ingthecountryrequiresthat.Butplease
avoid reasoning everymovewemake
andeverythingthatwedointhebattle-
field.Ifthere’sanythingyoucandoforus,
itisjusttobeappreciativeofwhatweare
doingandgivestrengthtoourdearones
leftbehindathomethroughyourwords
andifpossiblethroughyourdeeds.Ifthat
is not possible,wewill still be happy, if
you avoid trying to analyse 24/7 every
movewemake or don’tmake. By the
way,whileconfrontingtheenemyonthe
battlefield,wedon’tlookforanypolitical
instructions.Ourcompetentcommand-
ers on the spot give instructions. They
care for us, rub shoulderswith us.We
lookuptothem.So,werequestyou,our
countrymen, countrywomen, and our
veterans, to kindly avoid analysing our
minutetominuteactionsthattooinpub-
lic. If youaredivided, it could shakeour
confidence, because, your unity, trust,
support and belief gives us greater
strengththanweapons.Trustus,wedon’t
hidefacts,butwecertainlyholdbackop-
erationally sensitive informationwhich
couldhelptheenemy.Inreturn,wegive
youthepromiseofguardingourborders
with our life.We salute you and salute
our tricolour, the twomost precious
thingsthatwevaluemost.

CommodoreMediomaBhada,
via email

POLITICS VS DIPLOMACY
THIS REFERS TO the article, 'A time for
maturity'(IE,June22).Asthepropaganda
machineryofthegovernmentworkson
rhetoric, thewriter'swishful thinking
will remain a distant dream.While the
GalwanValley ambushmay look like a
political anddiplomatic disaster, it's an
electoralgainerfortheBJP.

ShekharDeshmukh,Mumbai

ANSWER THEM
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial,'UnlikeChina’
(IE,June22).QuestionsfromtheOpposition
on the country's sovereignty are intrinsic
toademocracy.Thegovernmentshouldre-
spondwithsatisfactoryanswers.

AzharAKhan,Rampur

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

RATTANLAL,NATIVEof Indiaandacitizenof
theUnitedStates,hasbeenawardedthe2020
WorldFoodPrize.Heisoneofeightpersonsof
Indianorigintohavereceivedtheprize,estab-
lished byNorman Borlaug in 1987. Borlaug
wontheNobelPeacePrizein1972forhiswork
onhybridisationofwheatandrice,whichled
totheGreenRevolutioninthemid-1960s.The
World Food Prize is often described as the
Nobelforresearchinfood.Uponwinningthe
Nobel,BorlaughadtriedtoconvincetheNobel
committeetosetupaprizefor food.Whenit
refused,hesetuptheawardhimself.
TheawardstoeightIndiansof thetotalof

50 given so far are a tribute to the country’s
agricultural university education and re-
searchsystem.Theawardeesareperfectrole
models for India’s rural youth. The country
should celebrate their achievements un-
abashedlywhen 7-10million newproduc-
tive jobs need to be created annually, and
whenitaccountsforathirdofglobalunder-
nourishment. The COVID-19 pandemic has
made job creation and improved nutrition
andhealthmoreurgent thanever.
What is common to these scientists is

their modest background— almost all are
sons of farmers. Each has dedicated his life
tothepursuitofagriculturalsciencewithin-
tegrityandpassion,spanningdecadesof re-
searchandmakingspectacularcontributions
toenvironmentallysustainablefoodproduc-
tion. Their work has benefittedmillions of
smallandmarginal farmers throughout the

world. They are also role models because
theyhavedemonstratedhigh returns to in-
vestment in agricultural education and sci-
entific research.
The awardees all come from the time of

the green and rainbow revolutions (of dairy
andaqua-culture),whenIndiainvestedheav-
ily in agricultural science education and re-
searchandIndianscientistsshonebrightlyin
theglobalgalaxyofscience.Governmentsup-
portforstateagriculturaluniversities,andre-
search conducted by the Indian Council of
AgriculturalResearch(ICAR)andthedepart-
mentsofscienceandtechnologyandbiotech-
nologyhasslippedinrecentyears.Today,not
a single Indianuniversity is counted among
thetop100intheworld.
Rattan Lal was awarded for developing

andmainstreamingasoil-centricapproachto
increasing foodproductionthat restoresand
conservesnaturalresourcesandmitigatescli-
mate change. His research has shown that
growingcropsonhealthysoilsproducesmore
foodfromlesslandarea,lessuseofagrochem-
icals, lesstillage, lesswater,andlessenergy.
Born in Pakistan in 1943, Lal’s familymi-

gratedtoIndiaduringPartition.Hecompleted
his education from the Punjab Agricultural
University—another PAUalumnus, Gurdev
Khush,wontheprizein1996forhisresearch
onricebreeding.Otherrecipientsoftheprize
includeMSSwaminathan,VergheseKurien,
Ramlal Barwale, Surinder Vasal,Modadugu
GuptaandSanjayaRajaram.

Swaminathan’svisiontransformedIndia
froma“beggingbowl”toa“breadbasket”al-
mostovernight,bringingthetotalcropyield
of wheat from12million tonnes to 23mil-
lion tonnes in four cropseasonsandending
India’sdependenceongrainimports.Kurien,
received the prize in 1989 for India’s white
revolution. Under his leadership,milk pro-
duction increased from23.3million tonnes
(1968-69)to100.9milliontonnes(2006-07)
and isprojectedtoreach187milliontonnes
for 2019-20, bringingmillions of small and
marginalfarmers, includingwomenintothe
marketplace.
Barwale,asmallfarmerandentrepreneur,

received theaward in1996.Hemade selling
seedsofokraandsorghum“hip”andfounded
theMaharashtraHybridSeedsCompany.The
Crop Science Society of America has called
himfatheroftheseedindustryinIndia.Hein-
troducedhybridrice fromChinato Indiaand
establishedaneyeclinicforthepoorinhisna-
tivetownof Jalna.
Vasalwasgiventheprizein2000fordevel-

oping quality protein maize (QPM).
Integratingcerealchemistryandplantbreed-
ing techniques, Vasal andVillegas ofMexico
collaboratedtoworkon“opaque-2”maizeva-
riety usingmolecular biology techniques. In
the mid-1980s, they produced a QPM
germplasmwithhard kernel characteristics
andtastelikethatof thetraditionalgrain,but
withmuchhigherqualitylevelsof lysineand
tryptophan,therebyenhancingthenutrition

value.Vasalhad receivedhisPhD ingenetics
and plant breeding from the Indian
AgriculturalResearchInstitute(IARI).
Guptareceivedtheawardin2005forstart-

ingabluerevolution.EducatedinCalcutta,he
workedasaresearchassociateatICARandde-
veloped two exceptional approaches for in-
creasing fish harvests among the very poor
thereby increasing the protein andmineral
contentinthedietsofoveronemillionof the
world’smost impoverishedfamilies.Gupta’s
aquaculture technologies boosted
Bangladesh’s fish yields from 304 kg per
hectare to over 2,500 kg per hectare in less
thanayear— including1,000kgperhectare
harvests inthedryseason.
Rajaram,whowontheprizein2014,suc-

ceededBorlauginleadingCIMMYT’swheat
breedingprogrammeanddevelopedanas-
tounding480varietiesthathavebeenwidely
adoptedbybothsmallandlarge-scalefarm-
ers. Rajaramwasbornnear a small farming
villageinUttarPradeshandreceivedhismas-
ter’sdegree fromIARI.
Students and faculty at ICAR and state

agricultural universities can follow in their
footsteps and achieve scientific excellence,
if they receive the resources and theirwork
is supportedwith incentives.

Thewriter isvisitingscholar, Instituteof
EconomicGrowthandpresidentelect,

InternationalAssociationof
AgriculturalEconomists

WinnersofWorldFoodPrizecanberolemodelsforIndia'syoung

Celebrating Rattan Lal
UmaLele
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II,, pankaj Kumar SinghS/o
Mahipal SinghR/o 26B, Shipra
SunCity, Indrapuram,Dist:-
Ghaziabad, UP-201014, Confirm
That inMyPassportmy father
andMother namewrongly
mentionedasManipal Singh
andSushila Singh insteadof
Mahipal SinghandSushila
Respectively. Correct nameof
myFather isMahipal Singhand
myMother is Sushila.

0040539961-6

II AbhishekSharmaS/oRajiv
SharmaR/o 197, Dayanand
Vihar, Shakarpur, Delhi-110092,
have changedmyname to
AbhishekKumar Sharma

0070707127-1

II AjayKumar S/O, Sh. Bhagwan
DasR/oHouseNo3, Block 10
Spring Field Faridabad
Haryanahavechangedmy
name toAjaySatija for all
purposes 0040539930-1

II Bhupender SinghS/O, Santosh
SinghR/oRz-12A, RaviNagar
Extension, Khyala, Delhi-
110018havechangedmyname
toBhupinder Singh.

0040539935-1

II JohnyS/oNarender Pal R/o
375/23, DLF, ColonyRohtak,
Haryana-124001, have changed
myname to Jatin for all
purpose. 0070707123-1

II KHUSHBOOD/OSWAMINATH
YADAV,R/o-D-3/80, SHIV-
DURGAVIHAR, LAKKARPUR,
FARIDABAD,HARYANA-
121009.have changedmyname
toKHUSHBOOYADAV.

0040539955-5

II KISMATBHARAJD/OMANJIT
SINGHBHARAJR/O-D-1/7
FIRST-FLOORHAUZ-KHASNEW
DELHI-110016HAVECHANGED
MYNAMETOKISMATKAUR
BHARAJ. 0040539955-6

II,, VershaRaniW/o-Hari Chand
R/o-H.No.151, 3rd-Floor, Sector-
21-C, Faridabad.havechanged
myname toVarshaRani for all
futurepurposes. 0040539955-1

II,, UshaRani@Usha
Tayal@ManjuMittalW/o-
MukeshKumarMittal and,D/o
TrilokChandTayal R/o-H.No.-
25/120Gali.No.13Vishwas-
Nagar,Delhi-110032declare
that all namesaremineand
samepersonandhave
changedmyname toManju
Mittal,for future,Purpose.

0040539955-3

II,, RISHABKUMARS/O-JC-
331492KSUBDINESHKUMAR
R/O-VPO-SELHUPUR, TEH-
PUKHARAYAN,DISTT-
KANPUR(DEHAT)UP-
209112,have changedmy
name,fromRISHABKUMAR to
RISHABHKUMAR,for all,future
purposes inmy-father’s
service-recordmydate-of-
birthwrongly-mentionedas-
28/06/1997 insteadof-
28/01/1996. 0040539955-4

II,, NEETUBANSALW/OSANJEEV
GOELR/O-A/2,116, SECOND-
FLOOR, SECTOR-3, ROHINI,
DELHI-110085. CHANGEDMY
NAMETONITUGOEL.

0040539955-8

II,, NEERAJKUMAR, S/O
RAJENDERPRASAD, 134, VPO,
Sultanpurdabas, DELHI-
39,HAVECHANGEDMYNAME
TONEERAJKUMARKAUSHIK
PERMANENTLY. 0040539961-5

II,,MohamadNazir S/oMohamad
Munshi R/oVill Sateen, At
Trotwan, Distt-Pathankot,
Sarti, Gurdaspur, Punjab-
145022, that nameofmywife
hasbeenwronglywrittenas
NaziaMalik inmyofficial
recordGS-194823L,OEM. The
actual nameofmywife isNazia
Bibi 0070707103-1

II,, KalyanSinghS/o Jagpal Singh,
R/oDankaur, GautamBuddha
Nagar, UP-203201, declare that
nameofmydaughter andmine
hasbeenwronglywrittenas
Lipakshi SinghSejwar and
KalyanSinghSejwar
respectively inmyminor
daughter Lipakshi Singhaged
16 years in her School Records.
Theactual nameofmy
daughter andmine is Lipakshi
SinghandKalyanSingh
respectively 0070707126-1

II Bholenath S/oGamaChauhan
R/oGramChakiya
Bhagawanpur, Post lalganj,
Azamgarh, UP-276202, have
changedmyname toRudra
PratapSinghChauhan

0070707129-1

II,, VijayaKumaran.S S/oVikram
R/oC-1, PoliceColony, Shakur
Pur, Saraswati Vihar, Delhi-
110034, have changedmyname
toVijayKumar.

0070707128-1

II,, KHALIQUEAHMAD, S/0-
CHHUTTAN,R/0-A-1/38AMAN
VIHARKIRARI SULEMAN
NAGARDELHI-110086, have
changedmyname toKHALIK
AHMED. 0040539955-9

II,, Jincy JaiseW/O, JaisePR/o
85/9 Shanthi Niwas
Vasantkunj, kishangarhNew
Delhi 110070havechangedmy
name to JincyGeorge for all
purposes. 0040539933-1

II,, HIMMATSINGHchauhan, S/o.
Ramautar singh chauhan,Add-
H-2-FARM-VIEWAPARTMENT
SATBARI-SOUTH/DELHI-110074,
changedmyname toHIMMAT
SINGH,FORall,PURPOSES.

0040539955-10

II Parul ChauhanS/oPratap
SinghR/oHouseNo-10/27,
Chauhanmohalla, Jasola
Village, NewFriendsColony,
Delhi-110025, have changedmy
name toPankaj Chauhan

0070707135-1

PPEERRSSOONNAALL
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Classifieds

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that my
client Smt. Gyan Shree Devi wife of Late
Shri Kanhiya Lal Resident of 13-A,
Pocket A-3, Mayur Vihar, Phase III, Delhi-
110096 hereby declare that my Son
Purushotam Kumar, his wife Radha, and
their sons Manish Kumar and Devvrat,
have gone out of control, they neither give
any respect to me nor obey my sayings,
they have left our family home in year 1998,
and has since not ever taken care of me or
have asked about my well being and health,
therefore I hereby with immediate effect
disown and disinherit my son Purushotam
Kumar, his wife Radha, and their sons
Manish Kumar and Devvrat from all my
moveable and immoveable properties. That
I will not be responsible for any of their acts,
deeds and debts.
That anyone dealing with them shall do at
his/her own risk and responsibility. That I
have no relation left with them anymore.

Sd/-
Karan Anand (Advocate)

2A, Pocket A-3, Mayur Vihar, Ph. III
Delhi-96

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Ravi Shekhar and
Neelam both R/o H.No. B-1/404,
Gali No. 14, Harsh Vihar, Delhi-
110093 have severed all their
relations from their son Shekhar
Suman and his wife Smt. Ambika
Sarowa and debarred them from
their movable and immovable
properties due to their
misbehaviour towards my clients.
My clients shall not be
responsible for their any acts.

Sd/- (Richa Singh)
Advocate

Chamber No. E-216,
Karkardooma Courts,

Shahdara, Delhi-110032

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT SMT. ANITA W/O JAIPAL
& SH. JAIPAL S/O LATE LAKMI
CHAND R/O 280/16 CHANDNI
MARKET, NAHARPUR SECTOR 7
ROHINI PRASHANT VIHAR NARELA
NORTH - WEST DELHI 110085,
HEREBY SEVERE ALL RELATIONS &
DEBAR HIS SON ASHWANI FROM
ALL MOVABLE-IMMOVABLE
PROPERTY(S) DUE TO THEIR
MISCONDUCT & BEING OUT OF
CONTROL. MY CLIENT SHALL NOT
BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR ANY
ACTS IN FUTURE.

Sd/-
RAJESH KUMAR (ADVOCATE)
CHAMBER NO. 820 8th FLOOR,

CHAMBER BLOCK, ROHINI
DISTRICT COURTS, DELHI- 110085

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Clients namely, 1) Sh. RAMESH KUMAR
PAHADIA S/o Late Sh. DHANNA RAM
PAHADIA and 2) Smt. PUSHPA W/o Sh.
RAMESH KUMAR PAHADIA, both are R/o C-
28-C, JVTS Garden, Chattarpur Extention,
Delhi-110074. They hereby disown their son
namely, Sh. VIJAY PAHADIA and his wife
namely, Smt. POONAM from all of their
Movable and Immovable properties, and
severed all their relations with them, due to
their disobedient and bad behaviour with my
clients. My clients have no control over them,
thereby if anybody deals with them, then
he/she shall do at his/her own risk and
consequences, and my clients shall not be
responsible for any of their acts and omissions.

Sd/-
Lokesh Baimad (Advocate)

Offices: 36 Lawyer's Chamber,
Supreme Court of India

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the general public at
large that my client Sh. Mahavir
Singh S/o Late Sh. Zile Singh R/o
WZ-98, 80 sq. yds. colony, Tilak
Nagar, New Delhi-110018 has
severed all his relation for all
purposes with his sons namely (1)
Sudhir Kumar and (2) Anil Kumar
and has disowned & debarred them
from all his movable and immovable
properties and assets, due to their
disrespectful behavior, insulting
attitude and humilitating nature. Any
person dealing with said (1) Sudhir
Kumar and (2) Anil Kumar shall be
doing so at his own risks and
consequences and my client shall
not be liable & responsible for any of
acts & omissions of said (1) Sudhir
Kumar and (2) Anil Kumar.

Sd/- VIPIN AND ASSOCIATES
ADVOCATES

Ch. No. 405, Civil Side, Tis Hazari
Courts, Delhi-54

II,, GITANJALI SAHUW/O-NO-
14623647NHAVDAYANIDHI
SAHUR/O-VILL-RAMABERANI,
PO-KUMURISINGHA,TEH-&
DISTT-ANGUL, (ODISHA)-
759129,inmyhusband’s
service-recordmydate-of-
birthwrongly-mentionedas-
22/04/1977 insteadof-
20/04/1977. 0040539955-2

II,, BinayKumarDubeyS/oBaij
NathDubeyR/o-A3/201,
Purvanchal SilverCity-II,
Chorosia, Plot-10, Sector-P-II,
Rampur-Jagir, Sirajpur,
GautambudhNagar, UPhave
changedmyname toBinay
Dubey. 0040539961-1

II,, AmanS/o-LateVijander Singh
RanaR/o-Flat.No.11101, Block-
Ebony,MahagunMywoods,
GH04, Sector-16C, Greater-
Noida(West), UP.have
changedmynameAman
Rana. 0040539955-7

II Swarn LataAliasHemLata
GuptaD/oGaindaRamand
W/oHari ChandGuptaR/o 12,
plotNo-F-5, PalmGroove
Apartment, Sector-50, Noida,
GautamBuddhaNagar, UP-
201301, have changedmy
name toHemLataGupta

0070707122-1

II Shubjit SinghWalia S/oGurdit
SinghR/oHouseNo-81-82A,
BabaDeepSinghAvenue, Ram
TirathRoad, Amritsar, Punjab-
143105, have changedmy
name toShubjit Singh.

0070707104-1

II SatnamSinghS/oGurdial
SinghR/oPind, Charewan,
Charewan, SriMuktsar Sahib,
Punjab-152026, have changed
myname toSatnamSingh
Manes 0070707139-1

II PRABHUKUMARALIASNIRAJ
KUMARS/OBHULANMAHTO
R/O-1606, GALI-
HIMMATGARH,SITARAM-
BAZAR,DELHI-06,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETONIRAJ
KUMAR,FORALL,PURPOSES.

0040539961-2

II NeetuKumar S/oMadan lal
MeenaR/oHNo-3797, Gali No-
10, ShantiMohalla, Gandhi
Nagar, Delhi-110031, have
changedmyname toNitin
Meena 0070707131-1

IIMohit, S/OPradeepSinghR/o
H.No. 87/A-A, KhNo6/17/2,
Gali No 5, Chanchal Park,
Bakkarwala, Nangloi, Delhi-41
have changedmyname to
Mohit Singh for all purposes

0040539953-1

CX.´fi. ´ff½fSX MÑXfaÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSmXVf³f d»f. BÊX-
d³fd½fQf Af¸faÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff A³fb·f½fe R ¸ffZË/
NZIZ QfS/ I f¹fÊQf¹fe ÀfaÀ±ffAûÔ ÀfZ d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f
¸faO»f ¸fZSN IZ Aa°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f I f¹fûË WZ°fb
¸fûWS¶faQ BÊ-d³fd½fQfEa BÊ-´fûMÊ»f
(www.etender.up.nic.in) ´fS Qû ·ff¦fûÔ
¸fZÔ Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W` aÜ ·ff¦f-1 ¸fZÔ BÊ-
d³fd½fQfAûa IZ ´fi´fÂf d³f²ffÊdS °f Vfb»I
AfS.Me.ªfe.EÀf./ E³f.BÊ.ER .Me. E½fa d³f²ffÊdS°f
²fSûWS SfdVf AfS.Me.ªfe.EÀf./ E³f.BÊ. ER .Me./
¶f`ÔI ¦ffS³Me (A»f¦f-A»f¦f) IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff, d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f ¸f¯O»f,
¸fZSN IZ ´fÃf ¸fZÔ State Bank of India,
Cantt Branch, Meerut Account
No. 11047201099, IFSC Code
SBIN0000680 ¸fZÔ ªf¸ff I Sf¹fe ªff¹fZÔ¦feÜ
¶f`ÔI ªf¸ff I e ÀffÃ¹f ¹f±ff ¹fûª¹f ¹fc.Me.AfS.
Àfa£¹ff, ´fZ-B³f dÀ»f´f ¸fc»f I e ´fid°f d³fd½fQf IZ
´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f IZ Àff±f Àfa»f¦³f dI ¹fZ ªff¹fZÜ BÊ-
d³fd½fQf IZ ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f (¹fc.Me.AfS. Àfa£¹ff, ´fZ-
B³f dÀ»f´f ´fid°f, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf, ´f`³f I fOÊ, B³I ¸f
M`¢Àf dSM³fÊ, ªfe.EÀf.Me. ´fi´fÂf I e À½f¹fa
´fi¸ffd¯f°f Lf¹ff´fid°f E½fa °fI ³feI e A³fb·f½f
AfdQ) BÊ-´fûMÊ»f ´fS ÀI` ³O ´fid°f¹ffg (PDF
format) °f±ff BÊ-d³fd½fQf IZ dõ°fe¹f ·ff¦f
(´fifBªfd¶fO) ¸fZÔ QSm a E½fa ½ffd¯fª¹fI d³f¹f¸f ½f
Vf°fZÊ BÊ-´fûMÊ»f (www.etender.
up.nic.in) ´fSX d³f¸³fd»fd£f°f °ffd»fI f IZ
A³fbÀffS A´f»fûO I e ªff¹fZ¦feÜ d³fd½fQf Vfb»I ,
²fSûWS SfdVf E½fa A³¹f ½¹f½fÀffd¹fI ´fi´fÂf WfOÊ
I fg´fe ¸fZÔ A±f½ff ½¹fd¢°f¦f°f Àfa½ffWI IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f
ÀfZ BÀf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ ´fif´°f ³fWeÔ dI ¹fZ ªff¹fZÔ¦fZÜ BÊ-
d³fd½fQf ·ff¦f dõ°fe¹f (´fifBªfd¶fO) £fb»f³fZ I e
d°fd±f WZ°fb °fQû³fbÀffS ½fZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e
ªffE¦feÜ BÊ-d³fd½fQf I f ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f, °ffd»fI f ¸fZÔ
AadI °f dQ³ffaI E½fa Àf¸f¹f A³fbÀffS Àff½fÊªfd³fI
ø ´f ÀfZ £fû»ff ªff¹fZ¦ffÜ BÊ-d³fd½fQf £fb»f³fZ I e
d°fd±f ´fS A½fI fVf Wû³fZ I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ BÊ-
d³fd½fQf A¦f»fZ I f¹fÊ dQ½fÀf ´fS d³f²ffÊdS°f Àf¸f¹f
°fI À½feI fS I e ªffE¦fe E½fa d³f²ffÊdS°f Àf¸f¹f ´fS
£fû»fe ªffE¦feÜ BÊ-d³fd½fQfAûÔ I û d¶f³ff I fZBÊ
I fS¯f ¶f°ffE BÊ-d³fd½fQf/ BÊ-d³fd½fQfAûÔ I û
AÀ½feI fS/ d½f·ffdªf°f I S³fZ I f Ad²fI fS
A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ ´ffÀf ÀfbSdÃf°f SWZ¦ffÜ
²fSûWS/ BÊ-d³fd½fQf SfdVf SdW°f ½f ÀfVf°fÊ BÊ-
d³fd½fQfEa À½feI fS ³fWeÔ I e ªffEa¦feÜ IÈ ´f¹ff
d½fÀ°fÈ°f ªff³fI fSe, OfC³f »fûO, A³¹f ÀfaVfû²f³fûÔ
E½fa BÊ-d³fd½fQf ´fiÀ°fb°f I S³fZ IZ dQ³ffaI °fI
d½fÀ°ffS AfdQ IZ Àfa¶fa²f ¸fZÔ IÈ ´f¹ff
www.etender.up.nic.in ´fS »ffg¦f Af³f
I SmÔÜ d³fd½fQfAûÔ IYf d½f½fSX¯f d³f¸³f ´fiIYfSX

W`X:- IiY¸f Àfa. 1, d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ
IYf d½f½fSX¯f MXe- 49/20-21
A»´fIYfd»fIY:- d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f £f¯O ¸fZSN IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³Qi ´fS°ff´fbS
(ªff¦fÈd°f d½fWfS) ´fS 160 E¸f.½fe.E. ´fdS½f°fÊI
WZ°fb N2 Fire Protection System I û
À±ffd´f°f I S³fZ ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSXûWXSX SXfdVf
6000.00, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IYf ¸fc»¹f 1180.00
ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f, BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf
A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f
03.07.2020 Àff¹fa 05 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX
d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f
E½fa Àf¸f¹f 04.07.2020 ´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI ,
BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf dõX°fe¹f ·ff¦f
£fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f °fQ³fbÀffS
¶fZ½fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e ªff¹fZ¦feÔÜ IiY¸f Àfa. 2,
d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f MXe-
50/20-21 A»´fIYfd»fIY:- d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f
£f¯O ¶fOü°f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .½fe.
¶ff¦f´f°f- ´fe.ªfe.Àfe.AfBÊ.E»f. »ffBÊ³f IZ Mf½fS
»fûIZ Vf³f Àfa£¹ff 12 E½fa 13 IZ ¸f²¹f Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f
OPGW I e dS´fZ¹fdSa¦f ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSXûWXSX SXfdVf 2000.00, d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IYf
¸fc»¹f 590.00 ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f, BÊX-´fûMÊX»f
´fSX d³fd½fQf A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe Ad³°f¸f
d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f 06.07.2020 Àff¹fa 05 ¶fªfZ
°fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f
£fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f 07.07.2020
´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf
dõX°fe¹f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f
°fQ³fbÀffS ¶fZ½fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e ªff¹fZ¦feÔÜ IiY¸f
Àfa. 3, d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff E½fa IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f
MXe- 51/20-21:- d½fôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f £f¯O
¶fOü°f IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220/132 IZ .½fe. C´fIZÔ ýiûÔ
´fS À±ffd´f°f Ad¦³fVff¸fI ¹faÂfûÔ I e dSdR d»fa¦f E½fa
dS´fZ¹fdSa¦f ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSXûWXSX SXfdVf
5000.00, d³fd½fQf ´fí fÂf IYf ¸fc»¹f 590.00
ªfe.EÀf.Me. ÀfdW°f, BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf
A´f»fûOX IYSX³fZ IYe Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f
23.07.2020 Àff¹fa 05 ¶fªfZ °fI , BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX
d³fd½fQf IYf ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f £fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f
E½fa Àf¸f¹f 24.07.2020 ´fif°f: 12 ¶fªfZ °fI ,
BÊX-´fûMÊX»f ´fSX d³fd½fQf IYf dõX°fe¹f ·ff¦f
£fû»f³fZ IYe d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f °fQ³fbÀffS
¶fZ½fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e ªff¹fZ¦feÔÜ A²feÃf¯f
Ad·f¹fa°ff, d½fôb°f ´ffSmX¿f¯f ¸f¯OX»f, 130-
OXe, kk´ffSmX¿f¯f ·f½f³fll d½f¢MXûdSX¹ff ´ffIÊY,
¸fZSXNXÜ kkSf¿MÑXdWX°f ¸fZÔ DYªffÊ ¶f¨ff¹fZÔll ´fÂffaIY
1703/ d½f.´ff.¸fa./ ¸fZSXNX/ dQ³ffaIY:
22/6/2020

Lostmyoriginal 12th-class
passing certificate,Roll
No.6692387,Year-2009. Finder pls
contact; Anil Kumar S/oRam
KumarRaigar, House.No.-1539,
Sector-3,PushpVihar,New
Delhi-110017. 0040539025-5

Not being
allowed to leave
India: Koreans
probing styrene
leak move HCDIVYAGOYAL&

SHUBHAJITROY
LUDHIANA,NEWDELHI,JUNE22

ASEHAJDHARISikhwasallegedly
abducted by four unidentified
armedmen fromagurdwara in
ChamkanidistrictofAfghanistan’s
Paktiaprovince.
Theman, identified asNidan

Singh Sachdeva (55), was al-
legedly abducted fromThala Sri
GuruNanak Sahib gurdwara in
Chamkani. His family is inDelhi.
Nidan had gone to Afghanistan
three months ago to perform
sewaatthegurdwara.
The Indian government con-

demned the abduction. MEA
spokespersonAnurag Srivastava

said, “We strongly condemn the
abductionofNidanSingh,aleader
oftheHinduandSikhCommunity
of Afghanistan, by terrorists. The
targeting andpersecutionof the
minority communitymembers
byterroristsatthebehestof their
externalsupportersisamatterof
graveconcern.”
He added, “India is in touch

with the Government of
Afghanistan for ensuring safety,
securityandwell-beingofthemi-
noritycommunityinAfghanistan.

We hope the Government of
Afghanistanwouldbeable tose-
cure safe and early release of
NidanSingh.”
CharanSinghSachdeva (57),

Nidan’s cousin who lives in
Delhi,said:“WebelongtoKhost
provinceinAfghanistanborder-
ing Pakistan. Our familymoved
to India in the 1990s, but we
keepvisitingAfghanistanforthe
annual fair at Thala Sri Guru
Nanak Sahib gurdwara in the
month of Saawan. My brother
went there inMarch to get re-
pairs done at the gurdwara.
Therewere also some visa for-
malitiespendingashe is still an
Afghanistancitizen.”
CharanSinghsaidthey are in

touchwithSikhcommunitylead-

ersinKabul.“Wecannotsaywho
has done this, but we are very
scared.”Hesaidtheincidenthap-
pened on Wednesday night.
“Since the Sehajdhari Sikh com-
munity leftKhost,hardlyanyone
visitsthegurdwara...Wehavede-
ployed a security guard. It is the
guardwhocalledandtoldusthat
fourmenwithweaponsabducted
Nidan.”
He added: “Nidan’s phone is

on.Whenwecall him, someone
else leaves a voice note on
WhatsAppaskingabouthisfam-
ily. In one of themessages they
said they believe Nidan is an
Indian spy.”Headded that there
hasbeennodemandforransom.
Nidanworked as a cook and

gurdwarasewadarinDelhi.

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD, JUNE22

EIGHTSOUTHKoreannationals
who had arrived in
VisakhapatnamonMay13toin-
vestigatethestyrenemonomer
leak at the LG Polymers factory
have filed petitions in the
Andhra Pradesh High Court,
saying they are not being al-
lowed to leave the country by
thepolice.
In three writ petitions, the

team said they were not em-
ployees of LG Polymers but
workfor itsparentcompanyLG
Chem. They said they have in-
vestigated the causeof the leak
andgavetheirstatementstothe
police.
However, Advocate General

S Sairam told the court that po-
lice did not prevent the team
from leaving the country but
only asked them to be present
forfurtherinquiriesbytheinves-
tigationcommitteesetupbythe
state government. The AG sub-
mitted that the petitioners be
asked to file affidavits stating
that they would be willing to
cometoIndiaandpresentthem-
selves before the police if re-
quired during the course of in-
vestigation.
Thecourthasreserveditsor-

der in thematter.
TheAndhragovernmenthad

formed a High Power
Committeetoprobetheleak,in-
cluding Special Chief Secretary
(Environment and Forests)
Neerabh Kumar Prasad, Special
Chief Secretary (Industries) R
KarikalValaven,Visakhapatnam
PoliceCommissionerRKMeena,
VisakhapatnamCollectorVinay
Chand,andAPPollutionControl
BoardMember-SecretaryVivek
Yadav.Thecommitteehascom-
pleted its probe and sought the
views of experts and represen-
tations from the public to in-
clude in its reportwhichwill be
submitted thisweek.

PARTHASARATHI
BISWAS&KAVITHAIYER
PUNE,MUMBAI, JUNE22

SOYABEANFARMERS inparts of
Maharashtrahavestartedreport-
ing early germination failure,
whichhasputtheminafix.
Growers in someparts of the

statehaveblamedinferiorquality
of seed,while in some cases, in-
sufficient soilmoisture is being
blamed. Agriculture
CommissionerSuhasDiwasecon-
firmed theproblembut said it is
restrictedtosometalukasofpar-
ticulardistricts.
Timelyonsetofthemonsoons

had pushed farmers to hasten
sowing activities, especially in
Marathwada and Vidarbha.
Soyabean is amajor kharif crop,
with the state reporting around
40to42 lakhhectaresof sowing.
The oilseed is sown in June and

harvested Octoberwith the oil
marketing year lasting till next
September.
Well before the sowing sea-

son, the agriculture department
hadaskedfarmerstoprioritiseus-
age of their homegrown seeds.
Also, the department had con-
ductedaround3lakhworkshops
to educate farmers about con-
ducting germination tests and
treating their seeds. The lock-
down,seedmanufacturerssaid,
hadput a stop to theprocess of
certifying seeds and as such,

most seeds have been sold as
“truthfully labelled”. The early
sowing,however,failedtohelp,as
inmanycases, theseeds failedto
germinate. Diwase said com-
plaintscameinfromsometalukas
of Yavatmal, Beed, Ahmednagar,
OsmanabadandPune.
“Seedsofsomeprivateplayers

and a particular variety of
Mahabeej(335)havefailedtoger-
minate.Also,therehavebeenger-
mination failures either due to
deepsowing(seedsbeingplanted
toodeepinthesoil)orearlysow-
ing,wherein the seeds failed to
germinate inwant of proper soil
moisture,”hesaid.
Diwase said theproblemhas

been referred to the agricultural
universities, whichwill form a
special team to investigate.
“MaharashtraSeedsCorporation
Limited has already started the
process of investigating and re-
placingtheseedsthathavefailed
togerminate,”headded.
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Demand Notice u/s 13(2)
A notice is hereby given that the following Borrower/s has defaulted in the repayment of principal and interest
of the loans facility obtained by them from the Bank and the loans have been classified as Non Performing
Assets (NPA). The notices were issued to them under Section 13(2) of Securitization and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 on their last known addresses, but they have
been returned unserved and as such they are hereby informed by way of this public notice.

The steps are being taken for substituted service of notice. The above Borrower and/or their Guarantor(s)
(whenever applicable) are hereby called upon to make payment of outstanding amount within 60 days from
the date of publication of this notice, failing which further steps will be taken after expiry of 60 days from the
date of this notice under sub-section (4) of Section 13 of Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002.
The borrower attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of
time available to redeem the secured assets.

Name of the
Borrower

Details of Properties/Address of
Secured Assets to be Enforced

Date of
Notice &

Date of NPA
Amount

outstanding

M/s Sangita Traders,
Prop.- Smt. Sangita
Devi W/o Sri Ramnath
Lal Rastogi, By Pass
Road, Ward No.1, Near
West Cabin Dhala,
Distt.-Khagaria, (Bihar)
Pin-851204.
Murgia Chak, Near
Masjid, Ward No. 9,
Distt.-Khagaria, (Bihar)
Pin-851204

Hypothecation of Movable Properties:
Hypothecation of properties viz. Current
Assets and Hypothecated Movable
Plant and machinery etc. of the borrower
mentioned in the documents.

20.02.2020
&

30.04.2017

`20,83,623.00
(Rs. Twenty lac eighty
three thousand six
hundred twenty three
only) as on 30.08.2017

Equitable Mortgage of Immovable Properties: All that part and parcel of the
property consisting of land, building & structures as per details hereunder: Equitable
Mortgage of residential landed property, Sale Deed No.2344 dated 11.06.2016, Khata
No.01, Khesra No.1406, Area 10 Dhur, situated at ward no. 1, Mouza-Mathurapur,
Thana No.-265, Distt.-Khagaria, in the name of Smt. Sangeeta Devi W/o Sri Ramnath
Rastogi. Boundary: North-Bibi Chandni Pravin Jouje Md. Sabbir Alam, South-Mo
Mustak Hal Kharidar, East-By pass Road and Bandh,West-Md. Imarahim vomd.Aarif.

M/s Balajee Ingot
India Pvt. Ltd., Naya
Bazar, Lakhisarai-
811311, Bihar.
registered office:
2/7 Sarat Bose Road,
6th Floor, Vasundhara
Building, Kolkata, City-
Kolkata, Distt.-Kolkata
(West Bengal), Pin-
700020
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
office: Lav-Kush
Tower, Exhibition
Road, Patna, Distt.-
Patna, State-Bihar,
Pin-800001
Director: 1. Addittya
Kanodia S/o Sir Nirmal
Kanodia, Hunger Fort
Street, Orbit Enclave,
Flat No.-3C, 12/3A,
Piccaso Bithi, Circus
Avenue, Kolkata, West
Bengal, Pin-700017.
Director: 2. Sri
RameshKumarDaruka
S/o Sri Ratan lal Durka,
Naya Bazar, Pachna
Road, Near Telephone
Exchange, Ward
No.22, Lakhisarai,
D is t t . -Laksh isa ra i ,
Bihar- 811311.
Director: 3. Sri
Awadhesh Agrawal
S/o Sri Gopal
Agrawal, Ramkala
Bhawan, Swaraj Path,
Purvi Tilak Nagar,
Kankarbagh, Patna-
800020.

Hypothecation of Movable Properties:
Hypothecation of properties viz. Current
Assets and Hypothecated Movable
Plant and machinery etc. of the borrower
mentioned in the documents.
Equitable Mortgage of Immovable
Properties: All that part and parcel of
the property consisting of land, building &
structures as per details hereunder:

19.05.2020
&

28.01.2020

`7,35,97,802.58
(Rs. Seven crore thirty
five lac ninety seven

thousand eight hundred
two and paise fifty eight
only) as on 30.04.2020

1. Registered Deed No. 269 dated 30.01.2018, All that peace and parcel of land
measuring an area of 37 Decimal situated at Mauza-Khairy, P.S.-Lakhisarai, District-
Lakhisarai in theState ofBihar bearingThanaNo.88,TauziNo.62,KhataNo.17,Khesra
No.727(Part), Sub Registration Office and District Registration Office at Lakhisarai
in the name of Sri Nirmal Kanodia. Bounded at Butted as follows:-North-Siwana
Hasanpur, South-Pokhar, East-Jagmohan Singh, West-Niz presently Nirmal Kanodia.
2. Registered Deed No. 270 dated 30.01.2018, All that peace and parcel of land
measuring an area of 11 Decimal situated at Mauza-Mahsona, P.S.-Lakhisarai,
District-Lakhisarai in the State of Bihar bearing Thana No.93, Tauzi No.2913, Khata
No.511, Khesra No.678(Part), Sub Registration Office and District Registration Office
at Lakhisarai in the name of Sri Nirmal Kanodia. Bounded at Butted as follows:-North-
Govind Mahto, South-Nawal Kanodia presently Nirmal Kanodia, East-Tunha Sao
presently Nirmal Kanodia, West-Nawal Kanodia presently Nirmal Kanodia.
3. Registered Deed No. 270 dated 30.01.2018, All that peace and parcel of land
measuring an area of 62 1/2 Decimal situated at Mauza-Mahsona, P.S.-Lakhisarai,
District-Lakhisarai in the State of Bihar bearing Thana No.93, Tauzi No.2913, Khata
No.522, Khesra No.682(Part), Sub Registration Office and District Registration Office
at Lakhisarai in the name of Sri Nirmal Kanodia. Bounded at Butted as follows:-North-
Vender niz, South-Vendee Niz Nawal Kr. Kanodia presently Nirmal Kanodia, East-
Road, West-Shiv Shankar Sah.
4. Registered Deed No. 270 dated 30.01.2018, All that peace and parcel of land
measuring an area of 12 Decimal situated at Mauza-Mahsona, P.S.-Lakhisarai,
District-Lakhisarai in the State of Bihar bearing Thana No.93, Tauzi No.2913, Khata
No.507, Khesra No.678(Part), Sub Registration Office and District Registration Office
at Lakhisarai in the name of Sri Nirmal Kanodia. Bounded at Butted as follows:-North-
Govind Mahto, South-Nawal Kr. Kanodia presently Nirmal Kanodia, East-Govind
Mahta, West-Bodhu Sao.
5. Registered Deed No. 270 dated 30.01.2018, All that peace and parcel of land
measuring an area of 1 Acre 28 1/8 Decimal situated at Mauza-Mahsona, P.S.-
Lakhisarai, District-Lakhisarai in the State of Bihar bearing Thana No.93, Tauzi
No.2913, Khata No.522, Khesra No.682(Part), Sub Registration Office and District
Registration Office at Lakhisarai in the name of Sri Nirmal Kanodia. Bounded at Butted
as follows:-North-Vendor Nij, South-Bandh, East-Road Jamui, West-Rameshwar
Mahto Khesra No.683.
6. Registered Deed No. 270 dated 30.01.2018, All that peace and parcel of land
measuring an area of 17 3/16 Decimal situated at Mauza-Mahsona, P.S.-Lakhisarai,
District-Lakhisarai in the State of Bihar bearing Thana No.93, Tauzi No.2913, Khata
No.522,KhesraNo.682(Part), SubRegistrationOfficeandDistrictRegistrationOfficeat
LakhisaraiinthenameofSriNirmalKanodia.BoundedatButtedasfollows:-North-Vendor
Niz, South-Vendee Niz, East-Road Jamui, West-Rameshwar Mahto Khesra No.683.
7. Registered Deed No. 270 dated 30.01.2018, All that peace and parcel of land
measuring an area of 25 Decimal situated at Mauza-Mahsona, P.S.-Lakhisarai,
District-Lakhisarai in the State of Bihar bearing Thana No.93, Tauzi No.2913, Khata
No.475, Khesra No.684(Part), Sub Registration Office and District Registration Office
at Lakhisarai in the name of Sri Nirmal Kanodia. Bounded at Butted as follows:-North-
Nawal Kr. Kanodia presently Nirmal Kanodia, South-Bandh, East-Nawal Kr. Kanodia
presently Nirmal Manodia, West-Bhupal Mahto.
8. Registered Deed No. 270 dated 30.01.2018, All that peace and parcel of land
measuring an area of 40 5/16 Decimal situated at Mauza-Mahsona, P.S.-Lakhisarai,
District-Lakhisarai in the State of Bihar bearing Thana No.93, Tauzi No.2913, Khata
No.522, Khesra No.685, Sub Registration Office and District Registration Office at
Lakhisarai in the name of Sri Nirmal Kanodia. Bounded at Butted as follows:-North-
Vendee Niz, South-Vendee Niz, East-Shiv Shankar Sao, West-Vendee Niz.

Date : 22.06.2020
Place : Patna

AuTHorISED offIcEr
STATE BANk of INDIA, SArB, PATNA

2nd floor, Patna Main Branch Building, West Gandhi Maidan, Patna- 800 001
stressed assets recovery Branch

Soyabeanisamajorkharif
crop,withthestate
reportingaround40to42
lakhhectaresof sowing. File

MAHARASHTRA

Early sowing, but soyabean
seeds fail to germinate

In Afghanistan to perform sewa,
Sikh man abducted from gurdwara

NidanSingh
Sachdeva

New Delhi



TOP 10STATES

INDIA COUNT: 4,25,282 (13,699 DEATHS)

1,32,075
Maharashtra

59,377
Tamil Nadu

14,930
Rajasthan

11,903
MP

17,731 UP
59,746Delhi

27,260
Gujarat

13,945
West Bengal

10,635
Haryana

Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak andwhat you should/should not do?

Write to explained@indianexpress.com

9,150
Karnataka

UnionHealthMinistryupdateasof11pm,June22.Somestatesmayhave
reportedhighernumbers.Onlystates/UTswithatleastonecaselistedabove.
2,37,196PATIENTSDISCHARGEDIN34STATESANDUNIONTERRITORIES

RESTOFINDIA
AndamanandNicobarIslands 47
AndhraPradesh 8452
ArunachalPradesh 135
Assam 4904
Bihar 7533
Chandigarh 404
Chhattisgarh 2041
DadraandNagarHaveli 68
Goa 754
HimachalPradesh 656
JammuandKashmir 5834
Jharkhand 1965
Kerala 3039
Ladakh 836
Manipur 777
Meghalaya 44
Mizoram 140
Nagaland 201
Odisha 4856
Puducherry 286
Punjab 3952
Sikkim 70
Telangana 7072
Tripura 1186
Uttarakhand 2301

CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

425,282
India

238,720
Italy

207,525
Iran

306,761
United Kingdom

246,963
Chile

246,504
Spain

2,291,353
US

1,083,341
Brazil

251,338
Peru

TOTAL CONFIRMED:8,835,095 DEATHCOUNT:465,284
Source: JohnsHopkinsUniversity,updatedat11pmonJune22. JHU’sIndiatallyandHealth

Ministry’stally(below)maynotmatchastheseareaccountedatdifferenttimes.

THEWORLD
591,465
Russia

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JUNE22

RUSSIA HAS emerged, all of a sudden, as a
key diplomatic player amid the tension be-
tween IndiaandChina.

■On Tuesday, Russian ForeignMinister
Sergei Lavrov hosts the Russia-India-China
(RIC) trilateral foreignministers’ meeting,
which will be the first opportunity for
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and
Chinese ForeignMinisterWang Yi for face-
timewitheachotherovervideoconference.
Jaishankar andWang, who is also Chinese
StateCouncillor,hadanangryphonecallon
June 17 over the June 15 border clash, in
which20 Indiansoldierswerekilled.

■ On Wednesday, Moscow will host
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and his
Chinese counterpart,Wei Fenghe,whowill
attend the Victory Day parade on June 24,
along with Indian and Chinese marching
contingents.
Whiletheseareministerial-levelengage-

ments, there have been at least two out-
reaches between India and Russia through
diplomatic channels.

■ Early this month, before the June 6
LieutenantGeneral-leveltalksbetweenIndia
andChina,ForeignSecretaryHarshVardhan
Shringla “updated” Russian Ambassador
Nikolay Kudashev on the “recent develop-
ments” on the situation along the Line of
ActualControl (LAC).

■AftertheJune15clashbetweenIndian
andChinesetroops inGalwanValley, Indian
Ambassador to Russia D Bala Venkatesh
Varma had a conversation with Russian
Deputy ForeignMinister IgorMorgulov on
June17. “Theofficialsdiscussedregionalse-
curity, including developments on the Line
of Actual Control on the border between
India and China in the Himalayas,” a brief
statement by the Russian ForeignMinistry
said. The Indiangovernmentdidnot issuea
statementonthis.

Why itmatters
WhileIndiaandChinahavebeentalking

at eachother—andnot to eachother— the
outreach toMoscowisnoteworthy.
It iswidelyknownthatRussiaandChina

havegrowntheirrelationshipinthepastfew
years.TheMoscow-Beijingaxisiscrucial,es-
pecially sinceWashington has been at log-
gerheadswith China in recentmonths and
Russiamuchmorecalibrated, even in its re-
sponseontheCovid-19outbreak.
NewDelhi believes that theapproachof

Westerncountries, especially thatof theUS
towards both Moscow and Beijing, has
brought themevencloser.

Initial friction
Russia and China have had a rocky start

to their relationship, after Mao Zedong
founded the People’s Republic of China.
WhenMaomadehisfirstvisittoMoscowaf-
terwinningcontrolofChina, in1949,hewas
made towait forweeks for ameetingwith
the Soviet leader. “He spent several weeks
cooling his heels in a remote dacha outside
Moscowwherethesolerecreational facility
wasabrokentabletennistable,”anarticlein
theSmithsonianMagazine said.
DuringtheColdWar,ChinaandtheUSSR

wererivalsaftertheSino-Sovietsplitin1961,
competing for control of the worldwide
Communistmovement.Therewasaserious

possibilityof amajorwar in theearly1960s
and a brief border war took place in 1969.
ThisenmitybegantoreducefollowingMao’s
death in 1976, but relations were not very
gooduntilthefallof theSovietUnionin1991.

Mending fences
Inthepost-ColdWarera,economicrela-

tionshave formed the “newstrategic basis”
for Sino-Russian relations. China is Russia’s
biggesttradingpartnerandthelargestAsian
investor in Russia. China sees Russia as a
powerhouse of rawmaterial and a growing
market for its consumergoods.
TheWest’sapproachtowardsRussiaaf-

tertheannexationofCrimeathroughharsh
sanctions in 2014 brought Moscowmuch
closer to China. And India, for its part, has
always felt that itwas theWestwhich has
pushed Russia towards a tighter embrace

of Beijing.
ASino-Russianquasi-alliancehasformed

inrecentyears,andthishasbeenpossibledue
totheanti-ChineserhetoricfromWashington,
collapseofoilpricesandgrowingdependence
ofRussiaonChineseconsumption.
Westernanalystsseethisasa“friendship

of convenience”between twocountries led
by strongmen — Russia by President
Vladimir Putin and China by President Xi
Jinping.
Russia has been extremely calibrated in

its statements on issues onwhich Beijing is
mostsensitiveto:Huawei’s5Grollout,Hong
KongandtheCovid-19pandemic (seebox).
BeijingandMoscow,however,donotal-

ways see eye to eyewith each other. China
doesnotrecogniseCrimeaaspartofRussia,
and Moscow, formally speaking, takes a
neutral stance on Beijing’s claims in the

SouthChina Sea.

India and Russia
India has a historical relationship with

Russia, spanningover sevendecades.
While the relationship has grown in

some areas and atrophied in some others,
the strongest pillar of the strategic partner-
ship isof thedefencebasket.
AlthoughNewDelhihasconsciouslydiver-

sifieditsnewpurchasesfromothercountries,
the bulk of its defence equipment is from
Russia.Estimatessay60to70percentofIndia’s
suppliesarefromRussia,andNewDelhineeds
aregularandreliablesupplyofsparepartsfrom
theRussian defence industry. In fact, Prime
MinisterModi has held informal summits
withonly two leaders—XiandPutin.
Indiahasmadethisdecisiontoreachout

to Russia not just out of choice, but also out
of necessity, since it believesMoscow has
leverageand influence toshapeandchange
Beijing’shardstanceonborder issue.
At this timewhen there is tensionat the

border, DefenceMinister Singhwill discuss
supplyandpurchaseofnewdefencesystems
— like the S-400missile defence system—
withtheRussiantopbrassinthemilitaryand
government.

Russia position, then&now
DuringtheDoklamcrisisin2017,Russian

diplomats in Beijing were among the few
briefed by the Chinese government. At that
time, itwaskeptunder thewraps.
While Russia’s position during the 1962

warwasnotparticularlysupportiveof India,
NewDelhi takes comfort inMoscow’s sup-
portduring the1971war.
Tuesday’s RIC ForeignMinisters’ meet-

ing,whichwas put off inMarch,will be the
firstopportunityforJaishankarandWangYi
toengage in that trilateral format.
Askedonthepossibilityofdiscussingthe

India-China tension, Russian Foreign
Minister Lavrov had said last week: "The
agenda does not involve discussing issues
that relate tobilateral relationsof a country
withanothermemberof this format."
On the events in Galwan, Moscow re-

sponded in a very calibratedmanner last
week. On June 17, Russian Ambassador
Kudashev tweeted, “Wewelcome all steps
aimedatde-escalationattheLAC, including
theconversationbetweenthetwoFMs,and
remain optimistic.” He had said: “The exis-
tence of the RIC is an undisputable reality,
firmlyfixedontheworldmap.Asforthecur-
rentstageof thetrilateralcooperation,there
areno indications that itmightbe frozen.”
According toRussiannews agency TASS,

Presidential SpokesmanDmitry Peskov said
thattheKremlinisconcernedoveraclashbe-
tween themilitary on the border between
ChinaandIndiabutbelievesthatthetwocoun-
triescouldresolvethisconflictthemselves.
“Certainly,wearewatchingwithgreatat-

tentionwhat is happening on the Chinese-
Indian border.Webelieve that this is a very
alarming report,” Peskov said. “Butwecon-
sider that the two countries are capable of
takingnecessarysteps toprevent suchsitu-
ations in the futureandtoensure that there
is predictability and stability in the region
andthat this isasaferegionfornations, first
of all, Chinaand India.”
TheKremlinspokesmanemphasisedthat

ChinaandIndiaareRussia’sclosepartnersand
allies,and“haveverycloseandmutuallyben-
eficialrelationsbuiltonmutualrespect”.

11
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

VARINDERBHATIA
LEH, JUNE22

THEVIOLENTstandoffbetweenIndianand
Chinese troops inGalwanValleyof Ladakh
regionhasthrownthespotlightonhigh-al-
titude warfare and the challenges that
troops face, particularly when advanta-
geouspositionsontheheightsareoccupied
by theother side.

Howishigh-altitudewarfare fought?
High-altitudewarfareisfoughtkeeping

theterrainandweatherinmind.Thekindof
infrastructure and training that the troops
require for high-altitudewarfare are key
factors.Theevolutionof suchwarfaregoes
back a longway: European countries had
mountain brigades in view of the kind of
terrain prevalent in those countries. The
harshness of the terrain calls for a spe-
cialisedkindof trainingtopreparesoldiers
in termsofmindsetandacclimatisation.
“Tobeginwith, thetroopsareimparted

training in basic and advance training in
mountaineering tomake them equipped
formountainwarfare,” saidKargil veteran
andMaha Vir Chakra awardee Col Sonam
Wangchuk,who isbased inLeh.

Howis Indiaequippedinsuchwarfare?
Generally, India is considered a hub of

mountainwarfare skills sincemost of the
country’snorthandnortheastrequiressuch

skills.LadakhScoutsareconsideredthebest
in this kind of warfare. Mountain chop, a
tactic involved in suchwarfare, evolved in
Indiawherethemountainousterrainisvery
difficult to scale.
ColonelSonamsaid:“Themindsetofthe

enemy sitting above needs to be assessed.
Takingstockoftheentiresituation,oneneeds
tofindouttheeasiestapproaches.Especially
when there are vertical cliffs, it is generally
perceivedthattheenemythathastakende-
fensive positionswill be less guarded from
the side of difficult approaches…Basically,
themostdifficultapproacheswheretheen-
emyislikelytogivetheleastresistanceneed
tobeusedefficiently”.

Whatarethechallenges involvedin
warfare inahigh-altitudeplace like
GalwanValley?
Abig factor iswhohas taken defensive

positions and who is sitting on higher
ground. Once troops are sitting on high
ground,itbecomesverydifficulttodislodge
them from there. In a place like Galwan
Valley,which is absolutely barren, there is
notmuchconcealment.Thesoldieronhigh
groundisabsolutelystationary,whichmakes
thoseon lower terrain easy targets; theen-
emycanpickthemuponebyone.Normally
inmountainwarfare,troopsonlowerground
use a combat ratio of 1:6, but in circum-
stancesas inGalwan, itmaygoupto1:10.
Generally, mountainwarfare is fought

using the period of darkness to reach the

opposing army, engage and overpower
them before the first light of day. In case
troopsdonothavethecapabilities,fitnessor
strategies todo sobeforedawn, then it is a
lost cause.ColSonamsaid, “Local troops in
Kargilprovedfantasticsincetheywerefan-
tasticmountain climbers. Butwithout ad-
equatetrainedtroopswhoarewell-versed

with the terrain and are properly acclima-
tised, it isnotaneasygame”.

Whataretheotherchallengesfacedby
soldiers inhighaltitudes?
The firstmajor factor is acclimatisation

sincetheoxygensupplyreducesdrastically.
Next,theloadcarryingcapacityof individu-

als reduces drastically. Thingsmove very
slow in themountains andmobilisation of
troopsconsumestime.Thus,timeandplace
needtobekeptontopprioritywhendecid-
ingwhere the troops have to be stationed
andhowtheyhavetobemobilised.
At every stage when an assault pro-

gresses, the troops require access tomain-
tenance. One needs to identify tactical
points(whicharepassesinthecurrentsce-
nario) where troops can build roads and
take defensive positions, andwhere those
troopsneedtobemaintained.Normally,ad-
vance troopsmay be able to carry packed
rations or other required equipment that
can last for48-72hours, but thenconstant
supplies are required to reach them.
Generally, troops carry a 30-35 kg load in-
cludingweapons,ammunition,communi-
cation equipment, rations etc. It is difficult
to negotiate such terrains carrying such
loads;it isdifficulteventoraiseone’shand.

Whatarethe logisticalchallenges in
thiskindofwarfare?
Onemajor challenge is that weapons

jam, particularly in high-altitude areas.
Whenasoldier is at aheightof 17,000 ftor
above,it isverycold,andheneedstogrease
theweapons and clean the barrels at least
once aweek to ensure they function effi-
ciently. But at the time of combat, this be-
comesdifficult.
Vehicles do not startwhen fuel jams. If

the fuel is diesel, it won’t ignite unless it is

mixedwith thinners or other chemicals to
make them thin enough to fire the engine.
Planning has to be done in advance, with
reccescarriedout,whichagainisdifficultin
themountains. There has to be a contin-
gencyplantofirstidentifythetacticalpoints
thatneedtobeused incaseof anassault.
InGalwan,whichisanextremelytactical

areaandstrategically important, reinforce-
mentplaysavitalrole,particularlywhenthe
Indiantroopsarenotinapositionofadvan-
tage.Forcommunicationequipment,troops
need to carrymore batteries because they
drain very quickly at high altitude.While a
battery tends to last for 24 hours in the
plains, itwilldrain in1-2hours in thesese-
verelycoldareas.Transportanimalssuchas
mulesneedtobeusedtomaintainadequate
supplies,whichisnotaneasytask.Weather
constraintsplayamajor factor.

Whatkindof trainingdoIndiantroops
get inmountainwarfare?
First, the troops are trained in skilled

mountaineering techniques, rock-craft as
well as mountain craft. Col Sonam said,
“Generally,soldiersoftheunitthatisgoingto
beinductedgetmonth-longtraining.It’scon-
certed trainingwith the best instructors
placed ineveryunit.Thetrainingcontinues
whenever the units are inducted. Then
comestheacclimatisationtoavoidnon-bat-
tle,coldcasualties.Almostallunitshavethese
trainerswhokeeptroopswell-equippedand
efficienttomeetanycontingency.”

In India-China, the Russia role
SIMPLYPUT

RussiahasemergedakeyplayeramidtensionsbetweenIndiaandChina.AlookathowRussia’s tieswith
Chinahavegrownoverthedecades,andhowNewDelhiandMoscowhaveengagedoverthecurrentcrisis
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If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that youwould like
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SCIENTISTSHAVEanalysedmortality
statistics in the UK during the initial
phasesof theCovid-19pandemic,by
analysing theweekly nationalmor-
talitystatisticsoverthelastfiveyears.
They found therewere fewer deaths
recorded during December 2019-
March 2020 in com-
parisontotheprevious
five years — including
inthesubgroupassess-
ment of respiratory
mortality rates. The
analysis found that
duringthefirstmonths
of 2020, there were
consistently fewer
deaths each week
compared with the
previous fiveyears.
The study is pub-

lished in the Journal of International
MedicalResearch.
Researchers have called this the

SARS-CoV-2paradox—andsuggested
this could be due to early social dis-
tancingmeasures.Thescientistspro-
pose it could also be due to the em-

phasised importance of washing
hands, staying homewhenone feels
unwellandcoughingorsneezinginto
a tissue. Also, mortality may be re-
ducedashospitaladmissionnumbers
havereduced;andtheremaythusbe
areduction inthespreadofhospital-

acquired infections.
The graph shows

that inweek12, (start-
ing March 20) there
was an increase in
deaths, with 2020
deaths being 10,645,
and previous 5-year
mean being 10,573.
Theypropose that this
could be related to
Covid-19,assymptoms
suchasheadachesand
loss of taste weren’t

identified; however, they proposed,
it could also be attributed to health-
care systems being increasingly se-
lective about which patients to take
as lockdown was formally an-
nounced thatweek.

Source:UniversityofWarwick

PAPER
CLIP

NEWRESEARCH

In pandemic months, fewer
UK deaths than 5-yr average

JawanspatrolanareanearPangongLake inLadakhduringtheSino-Indianwar
of1962. ExpressArchive

Why high-altitudewarfare is challenging, how soldiers are trained

RussiaPresidentVladimirPutinwithChina’sXi Jinping(thenVicePresident) in
Beijing in2012.Thetwocountrieshavegrowncloserover the last fewdecades.
ExpressArchive

COVID-19 RESPONSE
AstheUSaccusedChinaofunleashingthecoronavirus,Russian
ForeignMinisterSergeiLavrovsaidtheUSwasincreasingpressure
oncountrieswithindependentforeignpolicies,aswellascriticising

theWHO.“WehearbaselessaccusationsagainstthePeople’sRepublicofChina
andtheRussianFederation.Thecallstosuspendunilateralsanctionsfortheperiod
of thefightagainstthecoronavirus,sanctionsthathinderhumanitariandeliveries
ofmedicine,equipmentandgoods,arebeingignored,”Lavrovsaid.

RUSSIA RESPONSE TO MATTERS AROUND CHINA

HUAWEI
OnHuawei’s5Grollout inRussia,
MoscowCIOandGovernment
ministerEduardLysenkoas
downplayedconcernswiththe
securityrisksassociatedwiththe
Chinesecompany.Allegedtohave
intelligencetieswithBeijing,
Huaweihas facedroadblocks from
theUSin itsplans forexpansion.
Lysenkohassaid: “TheRussian
Federationhasstrict information
securityregulationswhichwe
always follow.”

HONG KONG
OnAmericancriticismofChina’s
legislationtightening itscontrolof
HongKong,Lavrovhascriticised
theUSformeddling inChina's
internalmatters. “The issues that
[theUS] isnowhypingconcerning
HongKongarerelatedtothe
internalaffairsofChina,”Lavrov
hassaid,addingthatUSattempts
tocreatesomekindof scandalous
situationoutof the issuewould
harmitscredibilityonanyother
topics.
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USA
MUSEUMTOREMOVEROOSEVELT STATUE
TheAmericanMuseumofNaturalHistorywill removeaprominentstatueof
TheodoreRoosevelt fromitsentranceafteryearsofobjectionsthat itsymbolises
colonialismandracism,NewYorkMayorBilldeBlasiosaid.Thestatuedepicts
Rooseveltonhorseback, flankedbyaNativeAmericanmanandanAfricanman.

SERBIA

Rulingalliance
winsbylandslide
asmanyparties
boycottpolls
A PRELIMINARY official
vote count Monday of
Serbia’s parliamentary
election confirmed an
overwhelmingvictory for
populist President
AleksandarVucic’s right-
winggoverningparty, the
state RTS television said.
Election authorities said,
after countingmore than
60% of the ballots, that
Vucic’sSerbianProgressive
Partywon around61%of
the vote, followed by his
ally, the Socialists, with
around 10%, the report
said.Thevotewaspartially
boycottedbythemainop-
positionpartieswho said
Vucic unfairly dominated
thestate-runmedia.

SerbianPresident
AleksandarVucicata
rally inBelgrade.Reuters

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

JAPAN

Fireathazmat
facilityonUS
baseinJapan
Tokyo: A fire broke out
Mondayinastoragebuild-
ing forhazardousmateri-
alsatamajorUSairbaseon
Japan’s southern islandof
Okinawa, slightly injuring
dozens of personnelwho
wereexposedtosmokeor
chlorine gas, theUSmili-
tarysaid. Theblazebegan
in the morning in the
building at Kadena Air
Baseandwasextinguished
severalhours later, theUS
AirForcesaid.JapaneseTV
showedthickgrayplumes
of smoke billowing from
the building, called the
18th wing Hazardous
Materials Pharmacy.
About 45 people in the
area were exposed to
smoke and chlorine gas
from the fire, but were
treatedandmosthavere-
turned to duty, the state-
mentsaid.AP

SRILANKA

Govtordersprobe
intoex-LTTE
dyleader’sclaims
Colombo: The Sri Lankan
policehasorderedaprobe
into analleged statement
by former LTTE deputy
leader Karuna Amman,
claimingthathehadmur-
deredover2,000 security
forces, the government
said on Monday. Acting
police chief Chandana
Wickremaratne has di-
rected the Crime
InvestigationDepartment
to launch an immediate
probeintoAmman’sstate-
ment.Speakingatanelec-
tion rally last week,
Ammanreportedlysaidhe
hadmurderedover2,000
governmenttroopsduring
theLTTE’sseparatistwar.

AGENCIES
SEOUL,NEWYORK, JUNE22

GLOBALCASESof Covid-19 sur-
passed 9million onMonday as
a number of hard-hit countries
reportednewoutbreaks.
The first case was reported

in China in early January and it
tookuntilmid-Maytoreach4.5
million cases. It has taken just
five weeks to double to 9 mil-
lion cases.
Health authorities in South

Korea said for the first time that
it was in themidst of a “second
wave” of novel coronavirus in-
fections focused around its
denselypopulatedcapital,stem-
ming fromaholiday inMay.
The Korea Centers for

DiseaseControlandPrevention
(KCDC) had previously said
South Korea’s first wave had
never ended. But on Monday,
KCDC director Jeong Eun-
kyeongsaidithadbecomeclear
thataholidayweekendinearly
Maymarkedthebeginningof a
newwaveof infections focused
in the greater Seoul area.
“Inthemetropolitanarea,we

believe that the first wavewas
fromMarch to April as well as
February toMarch,” Jeong said
at a regular briefing. “Thenwe
see that thesecondwavewhich
was triggered by theMay holi-
dayhasbeengoingon.”
AttheendofFebruary,South

Korea reported a peak of more
than 900 cases in a day, in the
first large outbreak of the coro-
navirus outside of China. An in-
tensive tracking and testing
campaignreducedthenumbers
to singledigitsby lateApril.
But just as the country an-

nounced itwouldbeeasingso-
cial distancingguidelines, new

cases spiked, driven in part by
infectionsamongyoungpeople
who visited nightclubs and
bars in Seoul over the holiday
weekend.
A topWhite House official

said the US government was
working to replenish the na-
tional stockpile of medical
equipment and supplies in
preparationforanothersurgeof
thevirus this fall.
Asthecurveof infectionsbe-

ginstobulgeagainintheUnited
States after flattening in the
spring, the Trump administra-
tion tried to reset expectations
about its efforts to contain the
coronavirus and acknowledged
that therewouldmost likely be
anotherwaveof cases this fall.

PETERNICHOLLS
READING, JUNE22

THE ENGLISH town of Reading
held a minute’s silence on
Mondayforthevictimsofastab-
bing that killed threepeople in-
cluding an American in the lat-
est terrorism-linkedattack.
Three peoplewere also hos-

pitalised after amanwielding a
five-inchknifewentontheram-
page in apark onSaturday, ran-
domlystabbingpeopleenjoying
asunny, summerevening.
AWestern security source,

speaking on condition of
anonymity,toldReutersthatthe
suspectwasa25-year-oldLibyan
calledKhairi Saadallah.
Calling the incident terror-

ism, police said a 25-year-old
had been arrested but they
were not hunting others.
“What we saw here on
Saturday evening in Reading
was the actions of one lone in-
dividual,” Home Secretary (in-
teriorminister) Priti Patel said
ThePhiladelphiaInquirersaid

one of the deadwas US citizen
JoeRitchie-Bennett,39,whohad
lived in Britain for 15 years. US
ambassador Woody Johnson
sent condolences to families of
victims. “To our great sorrow,

this includes an American citi-
zen,”hesaidonTwitter
Teacher James Furlong, 36,

whowas friends with Ritchie-
Bennett according tomedia re-
ports, was also killed. “Hewas
beautiful, intelligent,honestand
fun,”hisparents said.
The third victim has not yet

been identified.
The security source told

ReutersthatSaadallahhadcome
across the radar of Britain’s do-
mestic security agencyMI5 last
yearoverintelligencehehadas-
pirations to travel for extremist
purposes, although his plans
thencametonothing.
Shocked residents of

Reading, about 65 kmwest of
London,heldaminute’ssilence
at 0900GMT.AP

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JUNE22

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
held off on imposing tougher
sanctions on Chinese officials
blamed for a crackdown on
China’s UighurMuslimminor-
ity because of concern such
measures would have inter-
fered with trade negotiations
withBeijing,hesaid inaninter-
viewpublishedonSunday.
“Well,wewereinthemiddle

ofamajortradedeal.AndImade
agreat deal, $250billionpoten-
tially worth of purchases,”
Trump was quoted as telling
AxiosonFridaywhenaskedwhy
he had not enacted Treasury
sanctions against Communist
Party officials linked to repres-
sion in theXinjiang region.
House Speaker and leader of

the Democratic party, Nancy
Pelosi, criticised Trump, saying
that he undermined the US’
moralauthoritybydelayingsanc-
tionstofacilitatethetradedeal.
The United Nations esti-

mates thatmore thanamillion
Muslimshavebeendetained in
camps there. The State
DepartmenthasaccusedChina
of subjectingMuslimstotorture
and abuse.
China has deniedmistreat-

ment and says the camps pro-
videvocationaltrainingandhelp

fightextremism.
US officials previously told

Reutersthatsincelate2018they
hadweighed sanctions against
Chinese officials over Xinjiang
but refrained because of trade
anddiplomatic considerations.

CHOESANG-HUN
SEOUL, JUNE22

NORTHKOREA’Sprintingshops
have beenworking overtime to
reviveafavoriteweaponofCold
War-era psychologicalwarfare:
sendingmillionsofpropaganda
leaflets across theworld’smost
heavily armed border and scat-
tering themoverSouthKorea.
The tit-for-tatmovewas an-

nounced on Monday by the
North, which has become in-
censedbytheleafletsthatdefec-
tors from the North have sent
from the South to their
Communisthomecountryinre-
centmonths,theNorth’sofficial
newsagencysaid.
The pledge by the North to

retaliatepresentsanotherthreat
to the fragile détente on the
KoreanPeninsula.
North Korea said it was

preparing3,000balloonstocarry

the leaflets across the border,
alongwith cigarette butts and
other trash. The defectors have
continued their propaganda ef-
forts despite protests from
Pyongyang and inter-Korean
agreementstostopthem.
“Thelargest-everdistribution

of leafletsagainst theenemyare
almostcomplete,”theNorth’sof-

ficial Korean Central News
Agency reported, adding that
publishing and printing houses
inPyongyanghadprinted12mil-
lion leaflets, with those in
provincespreparingtoprintmil-
lionsmore.“Thetimeforretalia-
tory punishment is drawing
near,”itadded.“SouthKoreahas
to facethemusic.”NYT

LETÍCIACASADO,
MANUELAANDREONI&
ERNESTOLONDOÑO
BRASÍLIA, JUNE22

IT WAS the apex of one of the
most tumultuousweeks of Jair
Bolsonaro’spresidency.Aflurry
of arrests and judicial orders
targeting supporters of the

Brazilian leader plunged the
capital into crisis as the coun-
try's coronavirus caseload sur-
passedonemillion.
Then on Friday, Abraham

Weintraub, one of the
President’s most pugnacious
lieutenants,madearushedexit
to the US just days after step-
pingdownaseducationminis-
ter.Ashedeparted,hesignalled

his concern over Supreme
Court investigations targeting
him and other officials sus-
pected of orchestrating
defamationanddisinformation
campaigns online.
His hasty departure was a

dramaticillustrationofhowem-
battledandadrift theBolsonaro
administration has become
amid mounting criminal and

legislative investigations and a
publichealthcatastropheattrib-
uted in part to the president’s
cavalierattitude.
Weintraubhopestoassumea

senior role at theWorld Bank in
theUnited States.He gained en-
trytothecountrybycircumvent-
ing a travel ban imposed to limit
the spread of the coronavirus.
Preciselyhowisunclear.NYT

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
KABUL, JUNE22

GUNMENOPENED fire at a car
belongingtotheAfghanattorney
general'sofficeonMonday,killing
all five people inside, including
twoprosecutors,anofficialsaid.
Nooneimmediatelyclaimed

responsibilityfortheattackinthe
capital,Kabul,butthecountryhas
seen a recent spike in violence,
withmost attacks claimed by a
local IslamicStateaffiliate.
Themuch larger Taliban in-

surgentgrouphasscaledbackits
attacks since signing a peace
agreement with the United
States earlier this year. It denied
anyinvolvementintheshooting
and said it would “investigate”.
Kabul police spokesman
Ferdaws Faramarz said the two
prosecutors, twootheremploy-
eesandthedriverwerekilled.
Jamshed Rasooli, a

spokesmanfortheattorneygen-
eral’soffice,saidtheprosecutors
weremembers of the team su-
pervising the release of Taliban
prisoners as part of the agree-
mentwiththeUS.Heblamedthe
attackonthe“enemiesofpeace”.
Since theFebruary29peace

deal, the government has re-
leased over 3,000 Talibanpris-
oners and the insurgent group
has freed 631 Afghan national
police and army personnel
fromcaptivity.

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
CHARLOTTE, JUNE22

TWO PEOPLE were killed and
seven others werewounded in
an early Monday shooting in
NorthCarolina’s largestcity,po-
lice said, while five otherswere
hitbyvehicles.
Theshootinghappenedatan

“impromptu block party” that
wasacontinuationofJuneteenth
celebrations, Charlotte-
MecklenburgPoliceDeputyChief
JohnnyJenningstoldreporters.
Police responding to a call

about a pedestrian hit by a car
foundhundredsof people in the
streetsaround12.30am,apolice
statementsaid.Asofficersarrived,
theyheardseveralshotsnearby.
“Several shooters discharged

dozensofshotsintothecrowd,”a
police release said. A female vic-
timwaspronounceddeadat the
scene. Another victimwas pro-
nounceddeadatahospital.

ALREADY AILING SPANISH TRADITION BATTERED BY PANDEMIC

With Covid-19 halting bullfighting, keepers of the tradition face hard choices
RAPHAELMINDER
ALMADÉNDELAPLATA,JUNE22

EXTREMEÑO, AN imposing
black bull who weighs more
thanhalfatonne,wassettofight
todeathnextmonth intheneo-
classical ringof theSpanish city
ofValencia.
Instead,thecoronavirusgave

four-year-oldExtremeñoanun-
expectedleaseonlife.Valencia’s
fiestawas called off, alongwith

the bulk of a Spanish bullfight-
ing season that normally runs
fromMarch toOctober.
Although Spain ended its

Covid-19 state of emergency
Sunday,bullbreedersandmata-
dorsarecontinuingtolockhorns
withaleft-wingSpanishgovern-
mentthattheyaccuseofwanting
to use the epidemic as an accel-
erator for bullfighting’s perma-
nent removal, in line with the
wishesofanimalwelfareactivists.
“I find it deplorable that the

fiesta of the Spanish people has
become so politicised,” said
Aurora Algarra, who owns
Extremeño and is among the
fewwomen to run a bull farm,
whichshetookoverafterherfa-
therdiedin2006.“Wenowfind
ourselvesundertremendousat-
tack from Spain’s government,
butat least this crisishasunited
us in the face of adversity in a
waythat Ihadnot seenbefore.”
Algarra had been preparing

tosend70bullsthisyeartofight

in the rings of Spain and south-
ern France. Instead, the coron-
avirus lockdown had led her to
send 30 of them to the slaugh-
terhouse. She is earning about
400euros,or$450, foreachani-
mal’s meat. That is only one-
tenth of the cost of its upkeep
during the fouryears inwhicha
bull roams her nearly 2,000
acresof landintheemptycoun-
tryside of Andalusia, the south-
ernand largest regionof Spain.
For now, Algarra is keeping

Extremeño andher other bulls,
while hoping bullfighting can
restart soon. Theworld-famous
Pamplonafestivalpaysasmuchas
15,000 euros for each animal,
Algarra said. But if that doesnot
materialise,itwillgetmuchharder
forher tokeep running thebusi-
nesssheinheritedfromherfather.
The Pamplona festival was

amongthemaineventsthatwere
scrapped shortly after Spainde-
clared its state of emergency in
mid-March.

Inrecentyears, ithasalsoin-
creasingly found itself de-
nounced by activists who see it
aspublicly torturinganimals.
Duringacorrida,thematador

drawsthebull towardhim,atthe
riskofgettinggored.Attheendof
a fight, the matador usually
plungeshissworddeepbetween
thebull’sshoulders;thenthedead
animalisdraggedfromthering.In
some rare instances, the public
sparesabull’slifebyaskingforitto
be“pardoned”foritsbravery.NYT

SKOREASAYSNEWOUTBREAKSPARKEDBYHOLIDAYWEEKEND INMAY

YOGAINADOME:Ayogaclasswithparticipants indomesto facilitatesocialdistancing
protocolsamidtheCovid-19pandemic, inToronto,Canada,onSunday.Reuters

Fearing 2nd wave, Europe
to train ‘army’ of medics
Brussels:Europeansareenjoying
thegradualeasingofcoronavirus
lockdownmeasures, but in hos-
pitals theyarealreadypreparing
forthenextwaveof infections.
Someintensivecarespecial-

ists are trying to hiremore per-
manent staff. Others want to
create a reservist “army” of
medical professionals ready to
be deployedwherever needed
towork inwardswithseriously
ill patients.
European countries have

been giving medics crash
courses in how to deal with

COVID-19patients,andarenow
lookingatwaystoretrainstaff to
avoid shortages of keyworkers
if there is a secondwave of the
novel coronavirus.
“We need a healthcare

army,” said Maurizio Cecconi,
president-electof theEuropean
Society of Intensive Care
Medicine(ESICM),whichbrings
together medics from around
the world whowork in wards
withextremely ill patients.
Cecconisaidmedicalstaffneed

tobemore flexible in theirwork,
andmoremobile.REUTERS

Terminally-ill
bishop, 4 infants
among 340 being
brought to India
from S Africa

FAKIRHASSEN
JOHANNESBURG,JUNE22

ATERMINALLY-ILLbishopfrom
Karnatakastuck inSouthAfrica
due to the coronavirus lock-
downwas among 336 passen-
gers and four infants who left
for India on a chartered flight
on Sunday.
The passengers on the

EthiopianAirlines flightalso in-
cluded an eight-member
Christian group fromGoa visit-
ing South Africa on a religious
seminar, andanother15-mem-
bergroupof traditionalhealing
oilmakers fromKarnataka.
Almost all the passengers

were from various southern
states with about half of them
from Hyderabad alone, said
AnjuRanjan,ConsulGeneral in
Johannesburg, who coordi-
nated and arranged for the
stranded Indians to fly back to
the Telangana capital via
Addis Ababa.
Ranjan arranged repatria-

tion of Indianswith assistance
from Satguru Travel and India
Club,agroupof expatriatesun-
dertaking community service
work in SouthAfrica for nearly
twodecades now.
The bishop fromKarnataka

was suffering from end-stage
cancer and got stranded here
amid the lockdown, said India
Club officials.PTI

UK reels from latest
terror-linked stabbing,
American among dead

KhairiSaadallah, the
manarrestedfor the
attack,was intheradar
ofMI5 lastyearover
intelligencehehad
aspirationstotravel for
extremistpurposes,
althoughhisplansthen
cametonothing

Apoliceofficer lays flowersnear tothesceneof the
stabbings inReading,Britain,onMonday.Reuters

Gunmen kill 5,
including 2
prosecutors, in
Afghan capital

N Korea vows to dump millions
of leaflets and trash on the South

NorthKoreansprepareanti-Southpropaganda leaflets.AP

2 dead in shooting
at block party in
North Carolina

Brazil minister flees to US as probes rattle govt

Ata
gathering
outsidea
bullring in
Madridto
show
support for
bullfighting
duringthe
pandemic.

Reuters

WITHDEMOCRATIC leader
NancyPelosileadingthecrit-
icism of Trump’s actions in
holdingoffthesanctions,the
allegations raised by former
NSAJohnBoltoncomeseven
more under scrutiny. In his
newbook,Boltonwrotethat
Trump asked Chinese
President Xi Jinping to help
himwinre-electionbymak-
ing agricultural purchases
from the US. The book also
saysthatTrumpencouraged
XitobuildcampsinXinjiang.
TheUSPresident’sadmission
that he delayed sanctioning
China over Xinjiang lends
moreweighttoBolton’salle-
gations,andcouldpotentially
leadtonewinvestigations.

Questionsraised
byBolton’sbook

Trump says he held
off Xinjiang sanctions
because of trade talks

Globalcoronaviruscases top9mn,
USexpectingasurge inautumn
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NOTICE FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
FOR CONSULTING FIRMS

Advertisement was published in newspapers dated
10.06.2020 for assignment namely “Independent
Verification/Third Party Validation (DLI-5).” The minutes of
the pre-consultation meeting held on 19.06.2020 has been
uploaded on www.uksdm.org. Detailed REOI can be
downloaded from the website. Proposal in sealed envelope,
clearly marked as “EOI for Independent verification (DLI-5)”
must reach the office at the address mentioned above by 1700
HRS on 29.06.2020.

Project Director

State Project Implementation Unit,
Uttarakhand

(A Unit of Implementing World Bank Funded Project-UKWDP)
Government Industrial Training Institute (Women) Campus 26-EC

Road, Dehradun- 248001. Email- spiuukwdp@gmail.com

Bureau of Investment Promotion, Rajasthan
Udyog Bhawan, Tilak Marg, Jaipur

Phone : 2227713 / 2227812
Notice Inviting Bid

N.I.B. No- 295 18th June, 2020

UBN No.: BIP2021SLOB0002
Online E-bids under one stage two-envelope bidding
process are invited from reputed Exhibition fabrication
and development Firms for undertaking work related to
exhibition design, fabrication and setting up of pavilion/
stall for national events. Complete Bidding Document
containing Instructions to Bidders, Technical Bid,
Financial Bid, Conditions of Contract, Payment of Price
of Bidding Document, Processing Fee, Bid Security etc.
may be seen at or downloaded from the website of
State Public Procurement Portal
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or e-procurement portal
http://eproc.raj.nic.in. Bid Security is Rs. 1,20,000 (In
case of eligible MSME Unit INR: 30,000). Last date for
submission of online Technical and Financial Bid is
08.07.2020 at 2 pm. Bids will be opened on 08.07.2020
at 4.00 pm. For any further clarification Ms. Divya K
Nair, Manager, may be contacted on 0141-2227274,
2227713, 2227812 or an email at bip.raj@nic.in may
be sent.

Chief General Manager (F&A)

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT OF NCT DELHI
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF WATER ANALYST (W&S)-I

WATER WORKS WAZIRABAD, DELHI- 110054
PRESS NIT No. 03/ (2020-21)/CWA(W&S)-I

S.
No.

Name of work Estimated
cost

Earnest
Money (Rs.)

Date of release of Tender in e-
procurement solution

Last date/ Time receipt
of Tender through e-
procurement solution

1. S/I/T of FMS for
Chandrawal Water
works No. I

Item Rate 3,12,000/- Tender Id:
2020_DJB_191861_1

Publish Date
19.06.2020 at 03:26 PM onward

06-July-2020 UP TO
12:00 Noon

NIT along with all terms & conditions is availab le on DJB website https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 85/2020-21

Sd/-
CWA (W&S) -I

Bureau of Investment Promotion, Rajasthan
Udyog Bhawan, Tilak Marg, Jaipur

Phone : 2227713 / 2227812
Notice Inviting Bid

N.I.B. No- 294 18th June, 2020
UBN No.: BIP2021SLOB0003

Online E-bids under one stage two-envelope bidding
process are invited from reputed Exhibition fabrication
and development Firms for undertaking work related to
exhibition design, fabrication and setting up of Stall/
pavilion for International events. Complete Bidding
Document containing Instructions to Bidders, Technical
Bid, Financial Bid, Conditions of Contract, Payment of
Price of Bidding Document, Processing Fee, Bid
Security etc. may be seen at or downloaded from the
website of State Public Procurement Portal
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or e-procurement portal
http://eproc.raj.nic.in. Bid Security is Rs. 80,000 (In
case of eligible MSME Unit INR: 20,000). Last date for
submission of online Technical and Financial Bid is
08.07.2020 at 2 pm. Bids will be opened on 08.07.2020
at 4.00 pm. For any further clarification Ms. Divya K
Nair, Manager, may be contacted on 0141-2227274,
2227713, 2227812 or an email at bip.raj@nic.in may
be sent.

Chief General Manager (F&A)

NMDC Limited
(A Government of India Enterprise)

'Khanij Bhavan', 10-3-311/A, Castle Hills, Masab Tank, Hyderabad - 500 028,
Telangana, India. CIN: L13100TG1958GOI001674

Empanelment of Transaction Advisors,
Legal, Tax & Accounting and Technical Consultants

Bidderson regularbasisare required tovisit theNMDC’swebsite for corrigendum,
if any,ata futuredate. Lastdateof submission31-08-2020at13:00hours (IST).

Proposals are invited for empanelment of the above consultants for Mergers
andAcquisitions and expansion of business in India andAbroad.
The detailed RFEDocument can be viewed and / or downloaded fromNMDC’s
websitewww.nmdc.co.in &Central Procurement Portalwww.eprocure.gov.in
from 23-06-2020 to 31-08-2020.

Email id :bdcpemp@nmdc.co.in
Deputy General Manager (NMDC Global)
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BRIEFLY
Petrolnears
`80/litre,diesel
atnewhigh
NewDelhi: Petrol price in
DelhiwashikedtoRs79.56
perlitrefromRs79.23while
diesel ratewas raised toRs
78.55alitrefromRs78.27,as
fuelpriceswerehikedforthe
16thsuccessiveday.

Delistingplan:
AdaniPower
boardgivesnod
New Delhi: The board of
Adani Powerhas approved
aproposaltodelistcompany
shares from stock exchan-
ges,thefirmsaidMonday.

UTIAMCgets
Sebi’sgoahead
tolaunchIPO
New Delhi: UTI Asset
Management Company
(AMC)hasreceivedSebi’sgo
aheadtoraisealittleoverRs
3,000 crore through its ini-
tialpublicoffering(IPO). PTI

ColinShahis
newGJEPC
Chairman
NewDelhi:GemandJewell-
eryExportPromotionCoun-
cil (GJEPC) has announced
the appointment of Colin
ShahastheChairman.Vipul
Shah has been elected the
vicechairman. ENS

HUWJONES
PARIS,JUNE22

NIKHILRATHI,headoftheLondon
StockExchange’sUKdivision,has
beenappointedchiefexecutiveof
the Financial ConductAuthority
(FCA), Britain’s financeministry
said onMonday. Rathi, a former
financeministryofficial,willplay
a key role in helping Britain’s fi-
nancial sector tonavigate its de-
parturefromtheEuropeanUnion,
itsbiggestcustomer.
“In the years ahead,wewill

create togetheranevenmoredi-
verseorganisation,supportingthe

recoverywith a special focus on
vulnerable consumers, embrac-
ingnew technology, playingour
part in tackling climate change,
enforcinghighstandardsanden-
suringtheUKisa thought leader
ininternationalregulatorydiscus-
sions,” Rathi said in aministry
statement. TheFCAhasbeen led
onaninterimbasisbyChristopher
Woolard since March, when
AndrewBaileylefttobecomegov-
ernorof theBankofEngland.
“IamconfidentthatNikhilwill

bring the ambitious vision and
leadership this organisationde-
mands,” British financeminister
RishiSunaksaid. REUTERS

HARISHDAMODARAN
NEWDELHI,JUNE22

SINCEMARCH25,when thena-
tionwidelockdowncameintoef-
fect, government agencies have
procured around 38.2 million
tonnes (mt) ofwheat, 15.2mtof
paddy,1.8mtofchana(chickpea),
0.8mtof rapeseed-mustard and
0.3mtof tur/arhar(pigeon-pea).
At their respectiveminimum

supportprices (MSP)of Rs1,925,
Rs1,815,Rs4,875,Rs4,425andRs
5,800per quintal, the combined
value of these procured crops
wouldbeoverRs1,15,000crore.
AddtheRs16,600croredirect

transfers to 8.3 crore farmer ac-
countsasthefirstinstalmentofRs
2,000 eachunder the PM-Kisan
SammanNidhi scheme, thetotal
liquidity pumped into the farm
economy by the Centre alone,
post-lockdown,worksouttonea-

rlyRs1,32,000crore.Thisisn’tin-
significant,giventhisinfusionhas
happenedinunderthreemonths,
andcomplexlogisticsareinvolved
inbuyinggrainfromfarmerswit-
hout violating social distancing
norms.However,allthisliquidity
hasbeenpumpednot intostates
that haveborne thebrunt of the
lockdown-inducedreverselabour
migration, but into those that al-
readyhaveanestablishedagricul-
turalmarketinginfrastructure.
Takewheat,where just three

states—Madhya Pradesh (12.9
mt),Punjab(12.7mt),andHarya-
na (7.4mt)—haveaccounted for
over86percentofoverall38.2mt
governmentprocurement.Onthe
otherhand,UttarPradesh,India’s
largestwheatproducer, has con-
tributedhardly3.2mt, andBihar
amere50,000 tonnes. Similarly,
inpaddy,ofthearound15.2mtof
procurementsincethelockdown,
about62per centhasbeen from

justtwostates:Telangana(6.4mt)
andAndhraPradesh(3mt).Afew
migrant labour-origin states too
havedeliveredsignificantquanti-
tiesafterMarch-end:Odisha(1.4
mt),West Bengal (0.9mt) and
Chhattisgarh (0.9mt). But these
amounts are small compared to
the first two states. Even smaller
arethesharesofBihar(0.6mt),Jh-
arkhand(0.1mt)andUP(0.1mt).
It’s a similar story for other

crops.Overthree-fourthsofchana
procurementhasbeenfromthree
states(MP,RajasthanandMahara-
shtra) and in rapeseed-mustard,
shareoftopthree(Rajasthan,Har-
yanaandMP)hasbeenalmost96
percent.OnlythePM-Kisansche-
mehasbeensomewhatbenefici-
altofarmersinUPandBihar,who
wouldhavegot close toRs3,500
crore andRs1,300 crore, respec-
tively,of thetotalRs16,600crore.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Neediest states got a small slice of
big govt infusion in farm economy

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) has cautionedbanks
and payment systemoperators
about the continuingmenaceof
digital frauds. “In spite of initia-
tives,incidenceoffraudscontinue
tobedevil digital users, oftenus-
ing the samemodus operandi
userswerecautionedabout,such
as luring them to disclose vital
payment information, swapping
simcards,openinglinksreceived
inmessages andmails, etc,” the
RBIsaidinacircular. ENS

Digital frauds:
RBI cautions
banks, payment
system operators

New Delhi:Moody’s Investors
ServiceonMondayprojectedthe
Indianeconomytoshrink3.1per
centin2020andsaidclasheswith
Chinaon theborder also suggest
rising geopolitical risks in the
Asianregionwherecountriesare
particularlyvulnerabletochanges
ingeopoliticaldynamics.
However, itexpectstheecon-

omy to register 6.9 per cent
growthin2021. PTI

Economy to
shrink 3.1% in
2020: Moody’s

London Stock Exchange’s
Nikhil Rathi to be CEO of
UK financial watchdog

RathiwillhelptheFinancialConductAuthoritytonavigate
Britain’sdeparturefromtheEU. File

NewDelhi:FitchRatingsMonday
said it has revised theoutlook to
negative from stable of nine
Indianbanks, followinglowering
ofIndia’ssovereignratingoutlook
duetothecoronaviruspandemic.
Theratingagencyrevisedthe

outlook for Export-Import Bank
ofIndia,SBI,BankofBaroda,Bank

ofBaroda(NewZealand),Bankof
India, Canara Bank, Punjab
National Bank, ICICI Bank, Axis
Bankwhileaffirmingtheirratings.
Fitchalsorevisedtheoutlook

on Bharti Airtel’s Long-Term
Foreign-CurrencyIssuerDefault
Rating to negative from stable,
affirming it at ‘BBB-’. PTI

Fitch Ratings revises outlook
of nine banks to negative

NewDelhi:ICICIBankonMonday
said it has sold1.5per cent stake
in its life insurancesubsidiary for
aroundRs840crorewithanaim
tostrengthenthebalancesheet.
“In linewith this intent and

pursuant to approval grantedby
theBoard, theBankhastodaydi-
vested2,15,00,000equity shares

of facevalueofRs10eachof ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance
Company, representing 1.50per
cent of its equity share capital at
March31, 2020, on the stock ex-
change for an approximate total
considerationofRs8.40billion(Rs
840 crore ),” ICICI Bank said in a
regulatoryfiling. PTI

ICICI Bank sells 1.5% stake in
life insurance arm for `840 cr

PRANAVMUKUL&
AASHISHAARYAN
NEWDELHI,JUNE22

AFTERPIGGYBACKINGonthe
Centre’s contact tracing app
AarogyaSetu,thenot-for-profit
SwasthAllianceissettolaunch
itsappforthepublicthisweek
as it targets to ramp up the
numberofteleconsultationsto
1-2million aday fromabout
50,000 per day currently.
Swasth,aconsortiumofmore
thana100organisationsinthe
healthcareandtechnologysys-
temspace, isaimedat linking
patientswithdoctors.
Speakingwith The Indian

Expressaheadoftheplatform’s
launch, Swasth’s governing
council member andMD&
CEOofManipalEducationand
MedicalGroupRanjanPaisaid:
“Theideaistoprovidefreecon-
sultationsas far as thecorona
pandemicisconcernedandget
asmanydoctors onboard to
makesurethatthehealthcare
infrastructureinthecountryis
notoverburdenedbyleverag-
ingtechnology”.
The platform, which

countshealth-techcompanies
such as 1mg, PharmEasy,
Practo, andPortea among its
members,was soft launched
onAarogyaSetulastmonthas
an ancillary service called
AarogyaSetuMitronthecon-
tact tracing app, butwas re-
movedlessthanamonthlater.
When asked how the

Swasthplatformwasgoingto
be different thanwhatwas
thereonAarogyaSetuMitr,Pai
said:“AarogyaSetuappisnot
goingtobeascomprehensive.
Theappismoreaboutcontact-
tracing.Thisismoreabouttry-
ingtogiveorgivethepatienta
tele-consultationsolution.This
will be working with the
AarogyaSetuapp”.
Redflagshavebeenraised

in several quarters,with the
stakeholders behind Swasth
Alliancealsodoublingupasa
part of the team building
AarogyaSetu for the govern-
ment. Responding to aques-
tionon thepotential conflict
between Aarogya Setu and
Swasth,co-founderandCTOof

onlinedoctorconsultationapp
PractoAbhinavLalsaidatthat
time,AarogyaSetuwas look-
ing for such a solution and
Swasthwaslookingforoppor-
tunitytoget to“asmanypeo-
pleaspossible”.
“For us, Swasth as an al-

liance, it is important thatwe
areabletoreachasmanypeo-
ple in this hour of need and
providethemhealthcareserv-
ices free of cost. For us to be
able toget to asmanypeople
aspossible, there are various
opportunitiesthathavecome
tobe,andoneof them,atthat
point of time, was Aarogya
Setuteamlookingatsuchaso-
lution.Wedon’tknowwhat’s
thefutureofAarogyaSetuand
AarogyaSetuMitr,”Lalsaid.
Thecomingtogetherofthe

stakeholders to formSwasth,
which counts Bengaluru-
based software products
think-tank iSPIRTasoneof its
members, happened inApril
and, according toRanjanPai,
theimmensedemandfortele-
consultationwas thedriving
factorbehindconsortiumbe-
ingformed.Theplatformisbe-
ingusedbygovernmentagen-
cies inat least twodistricts—
Vadodara in Gujarat and
FaridabadinHaryana.
Responding to questions

on user privacy, banker and
Swasth Governing Council
MemberNachiketMor said
the app, which will be
launchedonGooglePlayStore,
AppStore,asadirectweblink,
andinteractivevoiceresponse
system (for feature phones),
willitselfnotholdanymedical
records.Theappwillonlycon-
nect adoctor toapatient and
provide other downstream
serviceslikee-prescription,on-
lineorderingofmedicines.The
alliancealsoplanstoon-board
other healthcare service
providers such as insurance
companies.

COVID-19WATCH
MOBILEAPPLICATIONS

Post soft launch on
Aarogya Setu, Swasth
Alliance to release app
for public this week

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE22

GOLD PRICES on Monday ex-
tendedgains for the fourthcon-
secutivedaytohitanewlifetime
high of Rs 48,289 per 10 grams
(24carat)intheMumbaibullion
market as rising COVID infec-
tionsacrosstheworldprompted
investorstoaccumulatetheyel-
lowmetal. It laterretreatedtoRs
48,050 per 10 g during the day.
The22-caratgoldwasquotedRs
44,087per10grams.
Goldpriceshave ralliedover

15 per cent during 2020 and
nearly25percentinthelastone
year.
Nish Bhatt, founder & CEO,

Millwood Kane International,
said, “The dream runof the yel-
lowmetal continues as it hit a
fresh one-monthhigh earlier in
trade today. Gold prices hit a
high of 48,289 per 10 g in early
trade before cooling off to Rs
48,050per10g.Goldistradition-
ally used as a hedge against in-
flationandriskaversion ishelp-
ing the rally.”

Gold prices
rise for fourth
straight day,
hit record peak

SUNNYVERMA
&GEORGEMATHEW
NEWDELHI/MUMBAI,JUNE22

THEGOVERNMENTisnotkeento
infuse equity capital into a bad
bank,which has been recently
proposed by the Indian Banks’
Association. The government’s
view is that bad loan resolution
should happen in amarket-led
way,a seniorgovernmentofficial
said.Thebanksdemandforaone-
timerestructuringof loans isbe-
ingconsideredbythebankingreg-
ulatorandthegovernment.
While there’snoofficialword

fromtheRBIaboutthecreationof
a‘badbank’oraone-timeloanre-
structuringproposalsofar,sources
saida loanrecast schemeforcer-
tain categories of borrowers is
likelyinthewakeoftheeconomic
contraction,closureof thousands
of units across the country and
fearsoveraspikeinbadloansfrom
September this year. “We have
studied thebanks’ proposal (bad
loan).Thefact istherearealready
market-ledoptions available for
asset reconstructionand it looks
better thatway,” theofficial told
TheIndianExpress.
Thebankingsector, ledbythe

IBA,waspushing for a ‘badbank’
to tackle themenaceof non-per-
forming assets. Sources said the
proposal of a badbankwas also

discussedattherecentmeetingof
the Financial Stability and
DevelopmentCouncil(FSDC),but
it has not found favourwith the
government.FinanceMinistryof-
ficialsdidnotrespondtoanemail
seekingcommentsforthisstory.
BanksandIndia Incwerealso

lobbyingforone-timerestructur-
ingof loansandNPAreclassifica-
tionnorms from90days to 180
days as reliefmeasures to tackle
the impact of lockdownand the
slowdownintheeconomydueto
COVIDpandemic. Severalprivate
banks andNBFCs have also de-
manded a loan restructuring
schemeasmoratoriumalone is
not sufficient to comeoutof the
crisis situation. These demands

wereraisedattherecentmeetings
oftheRBItopbrasswiththechiefs
ofbanksandNBFCs,sourcessaid.
“Anydecisiononloanrecastis

likelytocomeonlyinAugustwhen
themoratoriumends. There’s a
likelihoodof a spike inbad loans
fromSeptember. The loan recast
proposal isbefore theRBI,” saida
bankingsource.
According to banks, the RBI

needstogiveoperational flexibil-
ity tobanks for a comprehensive
restructuringoftheexistingloans
andalso a reclassificationof 90-
daynorm.Asofnow,theJune7cir-
cularonloanrestructuringisstrin-
gent andgives little flexibility to
banks.RatingfirmCrisilsaidNPAs
are set to rise by 150-200 basis

points this fiscal. “Lockdownwill
impactcollectionsandresolutions
andthusresultinhigherNPAs.The
grossNPAwouldbebetween11-
11.5percentforthebasecaseand
itcouldrisehigher,”itsaid.
Therewasalsodemandforeas-

ingof bad loanrecognitionnorm
from90daysto180days.However,
bankingsourcessaidtheRBIisun-
likely to agree to this proposal.
Currently, loans inwhichthebor-
rowerfailstopayprincipaland/or
interestchargeswithin90daysare
classifiedasNPAsandprovisioning
ismadeaccordingly.Somebanks,
whicharehopefulofaneconomic
recovery,want this toberaisedto
180days to limit surge inNPAs.
Thecentralbankhadnevercome
out favourablyabout thecreation
ofa‘badbank’withothercommer-
cial banks as main promoters.
FormerRBIGovernorRaghuram
Rajanhadopposedtheideaofset-
tingupabadbankwithamajority
stakebybanks.
TheRBI,whenUrjit Patelwas

theGovernor,was initially reluc-
tant to sanction forbearance to
small units but relented in the
wake of pressure from several
boardmemberswhopushed for
thebail-outofsmallborrowershit
by demonetisation and imple-
mentationofGST.TheRBIhadre-
centlyextendedtherestructuring
deadlineforMSMEaccountsfrom
March31,2020earlier.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE22

THERESERVEBankof India(RBI)
hasdirectedYesBanknottopay
interest on its Upper Tier-II
bonds,whichwillbedueonJune
29 on account of inadequate
capital levels.
The bankwould not be able

to pay interest of 10.25 per cent
on the Upper Tier-II Bonds due
forpaymentonJune29,YesBank
said in an exchange filing. “We
wouldliketoinformthatReserve
Bank of India has expressed its
inability to accede to the bank’s
request for payment of interest
dueasonJune29,2020,sincethe
bank does not meet themini-
mumcapital requirements cur-
rently,” thebanksaid.
The bank had earlier sought

theRBI approval for payment of
interest for the Upper Tier-II
bonds. “In terms of Information
Memorandum dated June 25,
2012underwhichtheUpperTier
II bonds are issued, the interest
amount due and remaining un-
paidshallbeaccumulatedandbe
paidbythebanklater, subject to
the bank complying with the
stipulated regulatory require-
ment,” thebankhadsaid.
The bank’s CET-I ratio and

Tier-Icapitalratiostoodat6.3per
cent and 6.5 per cent, respec-
tively, compared to the mini-

mumrequirementsof7.375per
cent and 8.875 per cent respec-
tively, its auditors report said.
The bank was earlier this year
bailed out after the lender’s fi-
nancials worsened and bad
loans shot up. The bank had re-
ceived capital from investors
amounting to Rs 10,000 crore.
StateBankof Indiahad invested
Rs6,050crore in thecapital.
Yes Bank had reported a Rs

1,506-crore net loss for the
Marchquarterasagainstaprofit
of Rs 1,179 crore in the year-ago
periodasprovisionssoaredover
nine times. It posted a loss of Rs
18,564 crore for the December
2019 in the wake of a spurt in
bad loans. Gross non-perform-
ing assets of the bank skyrock-
eted to Rs 40,709 crore in the
DecemberquarterfromRs5,158
croreayearago.

DEALINGWITHNON-PERFORMINGASSETS

MANOJMORE
PUNE,JUNE22

AWEEKaftersigningmemoran-
dumsof understanding (MoUs)
withthreeChinesecompaniesfor
investmentworthRs5,000crore
in Talegaon of Pune district, the
Maharasthragovernmenthasput
theprojects onhold, but hasnot
cancelledthemfornow.
Of the three Chinese compa-

nies,GreatWallMotorhadprom-
ised initial investmentworthRs
3,770 crore and generation of
2,000jobs.Ithadalsocommitted
toaphasedinvestmentworthRs
7,600croreinitsproposedfactory
in Talegaon. Two other compa-

nies,HengliEngineeringandPMI
ElectroMobility Solutions, had
also planned to invest Rs 1,250
crore.Of thetwo,PMIhadprom-
ised to invest Rs 1,000 crore and
create1,500jobs.
Maharashtra Industries

Minister SubhashDesai said the
state has decided towait for in-
structionfromtheCentreoverthe
investments.“Untilfurtherdirec-
tives, itwouldbestatusquowith
regardtotheMoUs,”hesaid.
He, however, clarified: “The

projects have beenput onhold.
Thisdoesnotmeanthattheyhave
been cancelled.Wewillwait for
furtheractiononthem.”
ThesigningofMoUshadtaken

placeonJune15.

Three Chinese projects worth
`5K cr in Maharashtra on hold

Govt infavour
ofmarket-led
resolution

EVENAStheCentreviewsamarket-ledresolutionofnon-
performingassetsasabetterapproachthandirectly
fundingabadbank,aone-timerestructuringof certain
categoryof loans isseenasfavourable inthebackdropof
theCOVID-19pandemic-inducedstress forcompaniesand
financial institutions.TheRBIhasprovidedvarious
regulatoryrelaxationstobankstotideoverthisphaseanda
decisiononloanrecastproposal,expectedbyAugust-end,
wouldprovidefurtherrelief tocorporateborrowers.

CentrenotkeentofundIBA’sbadbank
plan,one-timeloanrestructuring likely

■ Thebank’s CET-I
ratio andTier-I capital
ratio stoodat 6.3 per
cent and6.5per cent,
respectively,
compared to the
minimum
requirements of 7.375
per cent and8.875per
cent respectively.

INADEQUATE
CAPITAL RATIOS

RBI directs Yes Bank
not to pay interest on
Upper Tier-II bonds

Theaimistoramp
upnumberof
teleconsultationsto
1-2millionadayfrom
about50,000currently
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GAURAVBHATT
NEWDELHI,JUNE22

CROATIANTENNIS player Borna Coric con-
firmedhehas testedpositive forCovid-19on
Monday,adayafterGrigorDimitrov’spositive
testledtothecancellationoftheAdriaTourfi-
nal inZadar. Furtherannouncementsareex-
pectedasnationalnewsagencieshavequoted
theheadofZadar’s localcrisisresponseteam,
SimeVickovic, sayingthat fourtennisplayers
andtwocoachestestedpositive.
Thediagnosescameafterthecharityexhi-

bitionseries,organisedbyworldNo.1Novak
Djokovic,was criticised as footage revealed
minimumsocialdistancingmeasures,packed
venues,andplayertripstonightclubsandbas-
ketballcourts.Asaresult,theinitialoptimism
ofprofessionalsportsresumingafterthelock-
downhasbeen replacedbya fresh threat, as
thenumberof coronavirus infections swells,
with cases now reported in other returning
sportssuchasgolf.

Adria Tour
At Djokovic’s behest, numerous tennis

playersflewtotheBalkansforthetour,which
kickedoff lastweek in the Serb’s hometown
ofBelgrade.OtherthanDjokovic,Dimitrov,and
Coric, the tournament included Dominic
Thiem(worldNo.3),AlexanderZverev(7),and
2014USOpenchampionMarinCilic.
Throughouttheweekend,DjokovicandCo

were seenhugging, shakinghands andmin-
gling with the crowd.Within a fortnight,
Dimitrovhadplayedtennisintwopackedsta-
diums in two different countries, notwith-
standinggamesoffootballandbasketball,and
avisittoanindoorcabaretclubinBelgradelast
weekwithplayers.
Three-time Grand Slam semi-finalist

DimitrovthenfacedCoricinSaturday’ssemi-
final inZadar,wherehewasvisiblyailingand
suffereda4-1,4-1loss.
After Dimitrov’s announcement on

Sunday,DjordjeDjokovic,tournamentdirector
andNovak’s younger brother, said that “ab-
solutelynone(oftheplayers)havesymptoms.”
“BeforecomingtoZadar,Grigorwasinhis

country.We don’t know if hewas infected
there,but it iscertainthateveryonewhowas
in close contact with him will be tested
tonight,”Djordjetoldreporters.

Thiswas afterMontenegro called off the
thirdlegofthetournament,scheduledforJune
27and28afterCroatiaandbeforetheconclu-
sion in Bosnia, as it becameapparent Serbia
didnotmatchstricthealthguidelines.
Serbia,whichhashad12,894positivecases

with261deaths,witnessedanear-totallifting
of the government restrictions earlier this
month. A near-capacity crowd of 25,000
turnedout for theBelgradederbyonJune10,

three days before Djokovic’s tournament
kickedoff.TicketstotheAdriaTourweresold
out inminutesand fans thronged thestands,
withfewwearingmasks.
“You can also criticise us and say this is

maybedangerous.Butit’snotuptometomake
the calls about what is right or wrong for
health.WearedoingwhattheSerbiangovern-
ment is tellingus,”Djokovicsaidat theopen-
ingceremony.

Playersabsentattheinvitationaltourcrit-
icised the tournament as newsbroke. Chief
amongthemwasAustralianNickKyrgios,who
retweetedCoric’spositivetestannouncement
withthecaption:“Boneheadeddecisiontogo
aheadwith the ‘exhibition’ speedy recovery
fellas,butthat’swhathappenswhenyoudis-
regardallprotocols.ThisISNOTAJOKE(sic).”

No-vaxx
TheunravellingofDjokovic’scharitytour-

namentcomesintheaftermathoftheSerbap-
pearingtorelaxhisstanceonplayingattheUS
Open.Afterdescribingthehealthprotocolsfor
the tournament starting August 31 as “ex-
treme” and “impossible”,Djokovic onFriday
saidthathewas“extremelyhappy”bythepro-
posedregulations.
This isthelatestepisodeinwhathasbeen

aneventfullockdownforthePresidentofATP
Player Council. In April, during a video chat
with fellowSerbian athletes, Djokovic said:
“Personally,IamopposedtovaccinationandI
wouldn’twanttobeforcedbysomeonetotake
avaccineinordertobeabletotravel.Butifitbe-
comes compulsory,whatwill happen? Iwill
havetomakeadecision.”
FormerWimbledon championMarion

BartoliurgedDjokovicto“thinkabouthuman-
ity and the rest of yourmates on the circuit.
Thereare times in lifewhencertainpersonal
convictionsneedtobeputaside for thecom-
mongoodof thecommunity,” shesaidwhile
formerWorldNo. 1AndyRoddick said, “The
bottomline isnotwhetherornothebelieves
invaccinations, it’swhat’ssafest tobringten-
nistotheforefrontonaglobalstage.”
WorldNo.2RafaelNadaladdedthatifvac-

cines aremade compulsory, “thenDjokovic
willhavetobevaccinatedifhewantstokeep

playingtennisatthetoplevel.”Andwhilesup-
portcameintheformof156th-rankedDenis
Istomin,whoclaimed“Iwouldn’twant tobe
forcedbysomeonetotakeavaccineinorderto
be able to travel,”Djokovic backtrackedabit
fromhisstance. “Iamkeepinganopenmind,
andI’llcontinuetoresearchthistopic...”hesaid.

Spiritualityover science
Long theepitomeof fitness on the tennis

tour,Djokovic’s‘Live,laugh,love’brandofspir-
itualityandadvocacyofalternatemedicinehas
oftenclashedwithsportsscience.Hefamously
delayedanelbowsurgery,and“criedfordays”
afterultimatelygoingundertheknife, feeling
“likeIhadfailedmyself.”
Atthe2008USOpen,Roddickhadmocked

Djokovicasahypochondriacwhowassuffer-
ingfrom“cramp,birdflu,anthrax,SARS,anda
commoncoldandcough”.
Djokovic’s gluten intolerancewas subse-

quentlydiagnosedafteradoctorplacedaslice
ofwhitebreadonhisstomach.Hebelieves in
telekinesesandtelepathyandhiredahug-lov-
ingcoachPepeImaz,whotaughtlevitation.
ButhecameunderfireinMayforsuppos-

edlyendorsingaproduct thatclaimstostim-
ulate brain cell growth.Djokovic spent three
Instagram live sessions with nutritionist
ChervinJafarieh,whosecompanysellsherbal
supplements costingRs5,000 for 50gm. The
pair talkedabouthowhumanscouldchange
themolecularcompositionof foodandwater
withtheirthoughtsandemotions.
“I’veseenpeopleandIknowsomepeople

that,throughthatenergeticaltransformation,
through the power of prayer, through the
powerof gratitude, theymanage to turn the
most toxic food or themost pollutedwater,
into themost healingwater... Becausewater
reacts and scientists have proven that, that
moleculesinthewaterreacttoouremotions,
towhat is being said,” said Djokovicwhile
Jafariehnoddedinagreement.
Player-turnedcommentatorMaryCarillo

was“disturbed”bytheconversation,adding:
“This isdangerousstuff andwhen I lookedat
it... italreadyhadhalfamillionhits.”
Djokovic’s Instagram sessions came a

monthafterwifeJelenasharedavideolinking
5G technology to the Covid-19 outbreak.
Jelena’s post,whichwas viewedmore than
115,000times,wasgivena“falseinformation”
disclaimerbyInstagram.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JUNE22

THREEPAKISTANcricketers,rookiebatsman
HaiderAli,pacerHarisRaufandleg-spinner
ShadabKhan, have tested positive for coro-
navirus ahead of the team’s upcoming
England tour, the Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) has informed. As per the PCB release,
the playerswere asymptomaticwhen they
were tested on Sunday. The players have
beenasked toself-isolate.
“ThePakistanCricketBoardhasconfirmed

three players – Haider Ali, Haris Rauf and
ShadabKhan–havetestedpositiveforCovid-
19.Theplayershadshownnosymptomsun-
til theywere tested inRawalpindionSunday
aheadof the Pakistanmen’s national cricket
team’stourtoEngland,”thePCBreleasestated.
Itadded:“ThePCBmedicalpanelisincon-

tactwiththethreewhohavebeenadvisedto
immediatelygointoself-isolation.”
Itislearntthattheentiresquadwillnotbe

quarantinedastheselectedplayershaven’tas-
sembledyet andwillmeet in Lahoreon June
24, fourdaysprior to their departureon June
28.ThePCBisdoinginternaltestingof these-
lectedplayersandsupportstaff,whoareturn-
ingupindividuallyattheirrespectivecentres.
A combined, 29-memberPakistan squad

willbetravellingtoEnglandtoplaythreeTests
andasmanyT20internationals,startingnext
month.Upon reaching England, theywill go
intoaquarantineperiodinDerbyshire.Thefirst
TestisscheduledtocommencefromJuly30.
ThePCBwilltakeacallonwhetherAli,Rauf

andKhanwill jointhesquadata laterdateor
willbereplaced.Theirpressreleasejuststated:
“Imad Wasim and Usman Shinwari, also
screened inRawalpindi,have testednegative
and,assuch,willtraveltoLahoreon24June.
“The other players and team officials,

barring Cliffe Deacon, Shoaib Malik and
Waqar Younis, underwent tests at their re-
spective centres in Karachi, Lahore and
Peshawar onMonday. Their results are ex-
pectedatsomestageonTuesday,whichwill
also be announced by the PCB through its
usual channels.”
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NoosefoundinNASCARracerBubba’sgarage
NASCAR has launched an investigation after a noose was found in a
garage stall at Talladega belonging to Bubba Wallace, the only Black driver
competing in its top Cup series. “Late this afternoon, NASCAR was made

aware that a noose was found in the garage stall of the 43 team,” NASCAR
said in a statement on Sunday. REUTERS

Ahead of
England tour,
3 Pak players
test positive

Super spreader tennis plays spoilsport
NovakDjokovic’sstubbornstancetoholdanexhibitiontournamentdrawsflakafter4, including2players,get infectedwithCOVID-19

CROSSWORD4151

ACROSS
1 NorthAmerica’s largestmeat
producer (7)

4 Afteradrink Jackwentbackto
thedance(5)

7 Thebird ispossiblyabooby
(4)

8 Americanmovedsecretly
(2,6)

10 Foreignsettlement?
(10)

12 Spiritualbenefitderiving from
take-off?
(6)

13 Germandoctor returns ina
cab(6)

15 Refuse togivecredit?
(10)

18 Wholly fair?Notbya longway
(4,4)

19 It’suphill going toobtainan
increase (4)

20 Womanunaffectedby
reversals (5)

21 Poet is reservedaboutFrench
female (7)

DOWN
1 Does it call foracostume
ornament? (5)

2 All toohumanastory inwhich
evil isoverthrown
(8)

3 Toomanyflourishes froma
tenor (6)

4 Concerningaboycompetent
andsensible (10)

5 It changesmeinappearance
(4)

6 Whatdoes fathermakeof the
RAF?(7)

9 Thepreserveof themotorist
(7,3)

11 Particularmixtureof aleand
spice (8)

12 Eventroopsappear in it
(7)

14 Corruptpracticesasailor
employs (6)

16 Poemcausingwildgleeat the
endof theday(5)

17 Unusuallycoldpartof the
earth (4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Thedominantmood
of theday is still
somewhat
emotional, andyour

nesting instinctmaybestrong.
However,yourmoodisabout to
changequitesubstantially
so,pleaserealise that,
whatseemspermanent
today,mayhave
completelydisappeared
before long.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Thebestway to deal
with family
members, orwith
anyone you live

with for thatmatter, is to talk
to them. Themore that goes
unsaid, the greater the
chances that you'll drift into
some sort ofmajor
misunderstanding. And that
wouldnever do.Not after all
you've been through.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Cash, includingyour
needformorewith
thedemandson
yourpocket, isone

major issue.However, there's
alwaysapsychological
dimension,andrightnowthis
includesyourownneedtobe
valuedmore in the future.Start
by findingways toboostyour
self-esteem.

CANCER(June22- July23)
There isagreatdeal
tobesaid for
pressingaheadwith
allpersonalhopes

andambitionsas fastas
possible.Theverybest thatyou
canhopefor is that little
opportunitieswilldrop into
your lap,unaskedfor.Your task
willbe tomakethemost
of them.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Nothing isquiteas it
seems, sodon't
worry if youcan't
thinkstraightat the

moment,butdotry toseparate
fact fromfantasy.This isnot to
saythatone isbetter thanthe
other, just thatyoushouldbe
sure inyourownmindwhether
you'redealingwiththereal
worldornot.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Stress levels tend to
build up, but that's
not necessarily a
bad thing. A love

affairwillwork best if you
understand that friendship is
more important thanpassion.
Youmay already sense
that emotional changes are on
theway, and should realise
that they are to be
positivelywelcomed.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
In love, it looksvery
muchas if secrecy is
still theorderof the
day. Itmaybethat

otherpeoplearenotyet ready
tounderstandyour feelings,but
therecouldalsobeaslight lack
of confidenceonyourpart.
Mindyou,perhapsa fewdoubts
areagoodthing.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Set your sights high
today andgo for
adventurous
options. However,

you should keep an eye on
authority figures, including
employers,who are
developing strange ideas,
especially if it looks as if they
maypass judgment on your
behaviour. Youdon'twant to
miss out.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Monetary rewards
are nodoubt
overdue, but if you
canpossibly get

financial loose ends tiedup
today, you'll clear the decks
ready for tomorrow.
What is ultimatelymore
important, though, is
recognition of your talents. It's
good tohave cash in your
pocket, but better to feel
that other people honour
your achievements,
however small.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Partnership is
extremely
important.This is
notnecessarily for

anywonderfullyselfless reason,
butbecause, for sheerself-
interest, youmust linkupwith
individualswhothinkandfeel
asyoudo.Youcandowithout
peoplewhoalwayscriticise
you,at least fornow.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Thedominant daily
pattern in your
chart is stillwork,
but the possible

manifestations aremany. Even
if you're planning to put your
feet up, youmay find that the
most fulfillingway to spend
theday is performing little
favours for others. It's good to
do good.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
There's an ongoing
risk of friction at
home. In thepast,
this has involved

simple practicalmatters but,
right now, there seems to be
someemotional strain. Use the
opportunity to clear the air -
and reassure other people that
theworstmaynever happen.
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DifficultyLevel1s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Humanityisacquiringalltherighttechnologyforallthe_______ -R.BuckminsterFuller(5,7)

SOLUTION:HAREM,DONOR,UNSEEN,SEWING
Answer:Humanityisacquiringalltherighttechnologyforallthewrongreasons-
R.BuckminsterFuller

HMAER EEUNNS

RONDO SWINGF

SolutionsCrossword4150:Across: 1Inthesaddle,9Riviera,10Caste,11Vile,12
Belabour,14Caddie,16Posset,18Assassin,19Bang,22Grain,23Curtain,24Cross
swords.Down:2Novel,3Hies,4Shaken,5Dictator,6Lessons,7Gravecharge,8
Secretagent,13Dissents,15Despair,17Discus,20Award,21Brio.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

NovakDjokovic’sAdriaTourwascriticisedasphotosandvideosrevealed
minimumsocialdistancingmeasures.Playersplayedinfrontofpackedstands,
mingledwiththecrowd,andtookpart inrecreationalactivities:kids' tennis
clinics,pick-upgamesofbasketballandfootball,andavisit toanindoor
cabaretclubinBelgradewheretheywerecaptureddancingshirtless. AP

Hieveryone, Iwanttoreachout&
letmyfansandfriendsknowthat I
testedpositiveback inMonaco. I
wanttomakesureanyonewhohas
beenincontactwithmeduring
thesepastdaysgetstestedand
takesthenecessaryprecautions.
I’msosorryforanyharmImight
havecaused...

GRIGORDIMITROV

New Delhi


	230620_IL_01R
	230620_IL_02
	230620_IL_03
	230620_IL_04
	230620_IL_05
	230620_IL_06
	230620_IL_07
	230620_IL_08
	230620_IL_09
	230620_IL_10
	230620_IL_11
	230620_IL_12R
	230620_IL_13
	230620_IL_14

