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MIHIRVASAVDA
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

TABLE TENNIS balls, shuttle-
cocks,badmintonandtennisrac-
quets, wrestlingmats, javelins,
high jump bars, hockey sticks,
boxing headguards, mountain
climbingaccessories,gymequip-
ment, sportswear — the list of
sportsequipmentimportedfrom
Chinagoesonandon.
Butnow,amidtherisingclam-

ourtoboycottChinesegoods fol-
lowing theborder clash that left
20 Indian soldiers dead, leading
players in India's sports industry

findthemselvesinatoughcorner.
The reason: More than half of
India’ssportsequipmentimports
are fromChina, according to the
DepartmentofCommerce’sdata
for2018-2019(seebox).
“Theyhavemorethan50per

centshareinthesportsmarket,”
says Lokesh Vats, managing di-
rector of domesticmanufactur-
inggiantVats. “Wesay ‘vocal for
local’ but government policies
over the decades have led to
Chineseproductscompletelyin-
vadingourmarkets.”
Table tennis star Sathiyan

Gnanasekaransays India is self-
reliant when it comes to rac-

quets and tables, but “China
manufacturesballsalmostlikea
monopoly”.
ShanghaiDoubleHappiness

(DHS),hesays, suppliesballs for
allworldtourevents,apartfrom
World and Asian
Championships.“AllIndianplay-
erspractisewiththesamesetof
balls to get used to the spin and
bounce. At other levels, you see
balls with different brand
names.Buteven if youbuyaset
from Stiga (Sweden) or Stag
(India), you will find that it is
manufactured in China,” says
Gnanasekaran.
It’s thesamestory fora lotof

brands. JayKowli,generalsecre-
tary of theBoxing Federation of
India, says that a popular brand
among Indian boxers is
Australia'sSting.“Buttheyareall

made inChina,”hesays.
Kowli, however, insists that

only India-made equipment is
usedatthedomesticlevel.“India
hasastrongmanufacturingbase

forboxingequipment.However,
sincetheyhaveenoughbusiness
in India, they haven’t gone
throughtheinternationalfeder-
ation’s certification process. So
we have to import equipment
forelitetrainingcentresandtop
boxers,”hesays.
Boxing’s equipment import

bill for 2018-19 stood at about
Rs 3 crore, with China account-
ing forRs1.38crore.
Pran Nath Chadha, who is a

member of the Sports and Toys
ExportersAssociation inmanu-
facturing hub Jalandhar, says
Chinese manufacturers are
“leading exporters for combat

sportsgoodslikematsandother
protectiveequipment”.
But India’s relianceonChina

goesdeeperthanimportingfin-
ishedproducts, sayofficials and
players. Domesticmanufactur-
ers, whomainly export hockey
sticksandballs, cricketbats and
balls, boxing equipment and
chess boards, among other
items,“dependalot”onrawma-
terial fromChina.
Vikas Gupta of Soccer

International,aJalandhar-based
exporthousethatmanufactures
theVectorbrandoffootballs,vol-
leyballs, basketballs and rugby

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

PAGE1
ANCHOR

YOGA DAY, LADAKH
Indo-TibetanBorderPolice (ITBP)personnelmarkInternationalDayofYoganearKhardungLa inLadakhonSunday.PTI

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
SINCE 1932

WORLD

THREESTABBED TO
DEATH INUK TERROR
ATTACK: POLICE
SLOWDOWN
TESTING, SAYS
TRUMPASCOVID
CASES INCREASE
PAGE12

CITY

RETDMEAOFFICIAL
ATTACKED,WIFE
KILLEDINROBBERY
BID PAGE4

INSIDE

BJP,OPPOSITION
PARTIESSPAROVER
LADAKHSITUATION
PAGE7

SPORT

DOMESTICCRICKET
STALWARTRAJINDER
GOELISDEAD
PAGE14

Model village scheme
hit by lack of interest,
funds: ministry study

Delhi riots: Bail to school
owner, court says no
evidence of PFI link
ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

GRANTINGBAILtotheownerof
a school who was arrested in
connectionwith the Northeast
Delhi riots in February, a Delhi
court has observed that the po-
lice"chargesheetisbereftofma-
terialshowingthelinksofappli-
cant with PFI, Pinjra Tod group

andMuslimclerics”.
The court also said “it is

prima facienot established that
theapplicantwaspresentatthe
spotat the timeof incident”.
Faisal Farooq, owner of

Rajdhani Public School, was
amongeightpeoplearrestedina
caseofriotingoutsidetheschool
in the Shiv Vihar area on
February 24. He has been in jail
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SUNNYVERMA
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

BANKSHAVEstarteddisbursing
funds to Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises under the
100% Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme announced
by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman last month but for
manyfirms,hithardbythepan-
demic lockdown, credit is still a
hugechallenge.

Viablecompanies,withgood
credit history, are able to raise
funds, but the most needy
among theMSMEs are facing a
doublewhammy: slump in de-
mandand lackof finance.
Officialdatashowsthatasof

June 18, state-owned banks
sanctioned loans worth
Rs 40,416 crore under the
scheme of which Rs 21,028.55
crorehasbeendisbursed.
This scheme categorically
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‘Soldiers killed in Galwan Valley had injuries
caused by sharp weapons, multiple fractures’
VARINDERBHATIA
LEH, JUNE21

THE20Indiansoldierswhowere
killed in the clashwith Chinese
troops in Galwan valley on the
night on June15-16 suffered se-
riousinjuriesapparentlyinflicted
by sharp-edgedweapons, and
multiple fractures, sourcessaid.

The Indian soldiers fought
back valiantly, and inflicted sev-
eral casualties on the Chinese.
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
hadsaidonJune17that“Deshko
iss baat ka garv hoga ki hamaare
sainikmaarte-maartemareyhain.”
The hand-to-hand combat

onsteepandjaggedterraincon-
tinuedforseveralhours.Anum-
berof Indiansoldiersdieddueto

drowning/cold,apparentlyafter
theywerethrownorfell intothe
riverduringtheclash, it islearnt.
“From the condition of the

bodiesofthemartyredsoldiers,it
appearedthat theyhad foughta
fiercebattle.Itappearedthatthey
[Indian soldiers] killed many
[Chinese]. The injuries looked
like multiple stab wounds in-
flicted with sharp-edged

weapons, and several of them
alsohadmultiplelimbfractures,”
anofficialatLeh'sSonamNurboo
Memorial (SNM)Hospital, who
hadseenthebodies,saidoncon-
ditionof anonymity.
SourcestoldTheIndianExpress

that from the conversationwith
thewoundedsoldierswhowere
brought to thehospital in Leh, it
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DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

INAsignificantrejigofCovidcon-
tainment measures in the na-
tionalcapital,theCentrehasasked
theDelhigovernmenttodelineate
allcontainmentzonesafresh,enu-
merate all households evenout-
sidecontainmentzones,conduct
a serological survey among
20,000Delhiites, and associate
everydistrictwithabighospital.
In a meeting held at North

Block on Sunday with Chief
MinisterArvindKejriwal,Deputy
CMManishSisodia andL-GAnil
Baijal, among others, Home
MinisterAmitShahalsoinstructed
theDelhi government to send a
detailed report to theCentre on
everyCoviddeathinthecity.This
must includewhen the patient
wasbrought to thehospital and
fromwhere,amongotherdetails.
TheMinistryofHomeAffairs

(MHA)onSunday said these in-
structionshadbeengivenbased
onareportsubmittedbyacom-
mittee led byNITI Aayogmem-
ber Dr V K Paul. The reportwas
presented during themeeting
heldatNorthBlock.

“The Home Minister in-
structed that the Delhi govern-
mentmust assess every Covid
death as to when the patient
reached the hospital and from
where. If the deceasedwas ear-
lier in home isolation, whether
he/shewas brought to the hos-
pital in timemust be a key en-
quiry. Every deathmust be re-
ported to the Centre," anMHA
statement said.
It added that the Home

Minister has instructed that all
positive cases must first go to
Covid centres and only those
whohaveproperarrangements
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Situation very tough,
talking to India and
China, says Trump
SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

INHIS first comments since the
clash between Indian and
Chinese troops on the night of
June15-16,USPresidentDonald
Trumpdescribedthetensionbe-
tweenthetwocountriesas“very
tough”,andsaidhisadministra-
tionwas talking to both to help
themresolvematters.
“We’re talking to India.We’re

talkingtoChina.They’vegotabig
problemthere,theyhavecometo
blows, andwe’ll seewhat hap-
pens.We’lltryandhelpthemout,”
TrumptoldreportersattheWhite
HouseearlySundayIndiatime,on
thewaytohisfirstpost-Covid-19
electionrallyinOklahoma.
The IndianExpresshas learnt

that some phone calls are
planned soon between top
Trump administration officials
and the Indianside.
Last month too, Trump had

offeredto“mediateorarbitrate”
in the border dispute between
India and China, saying hewas
“ready,willingandable” toease
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HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

ALMOST SIX years after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi an-
nounced the Saansad Adarsh
GramYojana(SAGY),urgingMPs
to adopt one ormore villages in
theirconstituencyandturnthem
into 'model villages', a study
commissionedbytheMinistryof
RuralDevelopmenthasobserved
that the scheme has notmade
“anysignificantimpact”andthat
“inthecurrentformat... (it)isnot
achievingthedesiredpurpose”.
Thestudy,conductedaspart

of the Fifth Common Review
Mission(CRM)for“independent
assessment” of the progress of

various programmes and
schemes of the Rural
DevelopmentMinistry,waspre-
pared by a 31-member CRM
team led by Rajeev Kapoor, re-
tired IAS and State Information
Commissioner,UttarPradesh.
The team, with retired bu-

reaucrats, academics and re-
search organisations as mem-
bers, visited 120 villages,
including about a dozen SAGY
villages, in 21 districts across
eight states — Chhattisgarh,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Odisha,
Rajasthan, andUttar Pradesh—
duringNovember4-14,2019.
Commentingonthescheme,

thereportsaid,“InmanyofSAGY
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

REVIEWMEETINGWITHCDS,SERVICECHIEFS

Preparednessof forcesalreadyhigh,DefenceMinister told

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

FOLLOWINGTHEviolentborder
face-off with China on June 15
that left 20 Indian soldiers dead,
DefenceMinister Rajnath Singh
toldthemilitarytopbrassduring
areviewmeetingSundaythatthe
governmenthasgiventheforces
freedomto“giveabefittingreply”
if thereisfurtherescalationfrom
theotherside,sourcessaid.
Themeeting, they said, also

discussed the existing protocol
around the use of firearms and
ways to respond inchangedsit-
uations.“Indiadoesnotwantes-
calation,butif thereisanyaction

fromChina,theforceshavebeen
given the freedom to give a be-
fittingreply,”sourcessaidabout
thediscussions.
This was the key takeaway

from the meeting between
SinghandChief ofDefenceStaff
GeneralBipinRawat,ArmyChief
General MM Naravane, Navy
Chief Admiral Karambir Singh
and Chief of Air Force Air Chief
Marshal R K S Bhadauria to dis-

cuss the situation in eastern
Ladakh and along the entire
3,488-kmboundarywithChina.
Sourcessaidthetopbrasswere

toldthatthegovernmenthasfaith
intheircompetencetohandleany
situation, and thatmilitary com-
manders on theground “are the
bestjudgeofthesituation”.
While Singh was informed

that the “preparedness of all
forces is already high”, sources
said the government conveyed
that the infrastructure build-up
in eastern Ladakh, which China
has reportedly objected to, will
continue. The forces have also
been asked to “be vigilant” on
land, at seaand inair.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

AS RUSSIAN Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov hosts the Russia-
India-China trilateral foreign
ministers’ meeting on June 23
and Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh heads to Russia Monday
toattendtheVictoryDayparade
onJune24,Moscowisemerging
a key player amid the tension
betweenNewDelhiandBeijing.

Over the last few weeks,
Moscowhasbeenmoreengaged
withNewDelhi.This flowsfrom
the understanding that Russia
hasleverageoverBeijingbecause

of recent proximity, while New
Delhihashadahistoryof robust
bilateral ties with Moscow.
DuringtheDoklamcrisisin2017,
Russian diplomats in Beijing
were among the fewbriefed by
theChinesegovernment.
In fact, the phone call be-

tween Indian Ambassador to
Russia,DBalaVenkateshVarma,
andDeputyForeignMinisterIgor
Morgulov took place just two
days after the border clash
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Don’twant escalation but if China acts,
give befitting reply: Rajnath to top brass

PMNarendraModi,Chinese
PresidentXi Jinping.AP file
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Russia hosts India, China ministers
tomorrow, Rajnath to attend parade

Gym,athleticsequipment `1,002.5cr(China`694.77cr)
Badmintonracquets `130.31cr(Japan`53.42cr,China`42.7cr)
TableTennis `17.77cr(China`11.54cr,mainlyTTballs)
Football `18.57cr(China`12.84cr,mostlymachine-stitchedballs)
Otherequipment `357.32cr(China`197.25cr)

Source:Dept of Commerce, Export ImportData Bank (FY 2018-19)
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UnlikeUS,Russia response toChinahasbeencalibrated

High rates, low demand: Stressed
MSMEs can’t tap into Govt relief

Report every Covid
death to us, realign
containment zones:
Centre to Delhi govt

HomeMinisterAmitShah
withDelhiChiefMinister
ArvindKejriwal. PTI file
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Rajnath
Themeeting cameadaybe-

fore theDefenceMinister leaves
for Russia to attend the 75th
VictoryDayParadeinMoscow.
On June19, Singhhad reiter-

ated PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi's line at the all-partymeet
on theborder situation that “the
forceshavebeengivencomplete
freedom to take necessary ac-
tion”.
On Saturday, a statement is-

sued by the Prime Minister's
Officehad said that the all-party
meet was “informed that this
time,Chineseforceshavecomein
much larger strength to the LAC
and that the Indian response is
commensurate”.
Mirroring the build-up by

China, India too hasmoved for-
ward troops and augmented its
military strength along the
boundarywith China in all sec-
tors.
Following the face-off, Singh

has been conducting regular
briefingswith themilitary lead-
ership. During onemeeting on
June17,hehadaskedtheforcesto
bealertand“prepareforanysitu-
ation all along the borderwith
China, not restricted to just
Ladakh”.

Galwan Valley
appearedthattheIndiansoldiers
went all out at theChinese after
their CommandingOfficer, Col B
SantoshBabu,wasattacked.
“They [Indian soldiers]went

with full aggression after their
Colonelandtwootherswhowent
aheadwere attacked... Then the
Indiansoldierslaunchedafullat-
tack.Theyweresaying[tostaffat
thehospital] that they snatched
whateverknivesetc.,andhitthem
[Chinese] back hard,” a source
said.
The sources told The Indian

Expressthatatleast18injuredsol-
dierswere being treated in Leh,
andmorethan40hadbeensent
tomilitaryhospitalselsewherein
the country. The Army has not
giventhenumberofsoldierswho
wereinjured.
SoonaftertheclashinGalwan

valley, around230kmfromLeh,
the Army ordered largescale
movementoftroopstoLadakh.A
build-uphadbeen taking place
sincetheChineseforcesstartedto
gather instrengthalongtheLine
ofActualControl(LAC);theclash
lastweekhasledtoastrategicre-
assessment.
Col(Retd)SonamWangchuk,

aherooftheKargilwarandMaha

Vir Chakra awardeewho lives in
Leh, told The Indian Express that
he believed that the Indian sol-
diers had killed at least two
Chinese for every life that they
hadlost.
“Therewerecertainstructures

thatwere built by these people
[Chinese] onour side. A surveil-
lancepartyhadgonetheretosee
if those structures had been re-
moved or not,” ColWangchuk
said.
“Afterthisincident,welost20

boysbut in return the casualties
thatweinflictedweremorethan
double, around40-43. I amsure
weretaliatedhard.Ourboys,who
are mainly from Punjab and
Haryana, are of strongbuild and
when it comes tohand-to-hand
combat,wedefinitelyhaveanup-
perhand.Iamgettingreportsthat
our boys also killed many
[Chinesesoldiers].”
The Chinese, ColWanchuk

said,neveradmittheircasualties.
“This happened in1962 aswell.
OuroneKumaoncompanykilled
athousandoftheirs,whilewelost
130boys. Evenat that time, they
did not admit their casualties.
Mostprobablythistimetoothey
willnotadmitit,”hesaid.
LehonSundaywasalmosten-

tirely shut, locked downby the
administration to control the
surgeofnovelcoronavirus infec-
tions.Roadswerebarricadedand
marketsweredeserted, andpo-
lice and security forceswereout
instrength.
Nocivilians,includingtheme-

dia,were allowed tomove, and
only Army, police, and govern-
mentvehicleswereontheroads.
The silence in the largest town
and joint capital of the Union
Territoryof Ladakhwasperiodi-
callybrokenbytheroaroffighter
jetsoverhead.
OnSaturday,Ladakhreported

92positivecasesofCovid-19,tak-
ingthenumberofactivepatients
to 718, including146 in Leh and
572 inKargil district. A total 539
patients are in home isolation,
while 120are inCovid care cen-
tres.Threeweeksago,onMay30,
theUThadonly30activecasesof
Covid-19.
This is themostdifficult time

for Ladakh in decades. Tourism,
themainstayoftheregion'secon-
omy and the only source of in-
comeforthemajorityofthepeo-
ple, is inashambles.Flightshave
resumedbuttheonlypassengers
on board aremigrantworkers,
personnel of the Border Roads
Organisation,andmediapersons.
In2019,over1.33lakhtourists

hadvisited Ladakhuntil the end
of June; this year, thenumber so
far is only6,055. The tourism in-
dustryisbracingforanestimated
loss of over Rs 400 crore in rev-
enues this year. “It appears that
2020 is going tobeworstyearof
our lives,”GhulamMustafa, one
ofLeh'stophoteliersandheadof
thehoteliers'association,said.

Stressed MSMEs
excludesfirst-timeborrowersand
those whose accounts have
turnedbad.Aseparateschemefor
stressedMSMEsisyettobeoper-
ationalised.
Banksarenotaskingforfresh

collateralontheseloansunderthe
scheme, but since it is extended
only to existing borrowers run-
ning credit facilitieswithbanks,
their factory land,plantandma-
chinery ismostly pledgedwith
thebanks.
One significant deterrent,

sourcessaid,isthattherateof in-
terestchargedbybanksunderthe
schemeisalmostatparwithmar-
ket rates anddoes not offer any
substantialconcession.
Lastmonth, the RBI had cut

reporate40basispointsbringing
ittoarecordall-timelowof4per
cent.Thishasn’ttranslatedtoany
relief forborrowers.
For, under the scheme, inter-

estrateofbanksandfinancial in-
stitutions have been capped at
9.25 per cent per annum,while
Non-Banking Financial
Companiescanlendatmaximum
of 14per centper annum. State-
owned banks are lending at
around 8 per cent, depending
uponthecreditworthinessofthe
borrower.
Industrysourcessaysuchhigh

ratesmake credit unviable for
stressed companies that need a
workingcapital loan foraperiod
thattheirunitswereshut.
Sources said that alongwith

cheapercredit,MSMEsneedgov-
ernment support in lowering
fixedcostsandshort-termbene-
fits like waiver of electricity
charges. “Otherwise, notmany

will survive this onslaught and
theywill have towindup,” said
Animesh Saxena, President of
Federation of IndianMicro and
Small&MediumEnterprises.
“Theseareissueswearetalk-

ing to the government about…
that this loan availability should
not be only for existingborrow-
ers.Thereisalotofpaperworkre-
quirement in borrowing from
banks…andmostMSMEsfailon
alotoftheseparameters,”hesaid.
Apartfromexorbitantinterest

costs, raising loans under the
schemeisnoteasyevenfornon-
NPAcompanies.
“Borrowers are asked topro-

videutilisationdocumentforthe
loanandbanksdirectlydisburse
theloanamountforoutstandings
of government statutory pay-
ments (such PF and TDS dues),
salarypayments and settlement
of suppliers –which practically
leaves nothing with the bor-
rower,” said K E Raghunathan,
Former National President, All
India Manufacturers
Organisation.
Thegovernmentshouldmake

loans available even for stressed
MSMEs(thosewhichareSpecial
MentionAccount-2), andwaive
interestburdenforloansuptoRs
2 crorewhichare largely formi-
croenterprises,hesaid.
K K Balli, President of East

Delhi-based Association of
WholesaleReadymadeGarments
Dealers saidbanksarecallingup
MSMEswithland,plantandma-
chinery to extend loans. “Why
wouldbanks give loans to small
players and garment traders if
theydonothaveadequatecollat-
eral?Theseplayerscangetover-
draft and cash credit against hy-
pothecation,”hesaid.
Inareportreleasedlastweek,

CRISIL Rating said it expected
MSMErevenuesandprofitability
tofallsteeply,hittingmicroenter-
prisesthehardest.
Microenterprisesaccountfor

32per cent of theoverallMSME
debt. Consumer discretionary,
construction, export-linked

MSMEsandtextileandceramics
playersarebeingseenasthemost
affected.
“ForMSMEs, the fall in rev-

enuewillbesteeperat17-21per
cent,while EBITDAmarginwill
shrink200-300basispointsto4-
5 per cent as weak demand
gnaws away gains from lower
commodity prices. A sharp de-
cline at the operating levelwill
alsoimpactcreditworthiness,ag-
gravating the liquidity stretch
theseunits havebeengrappling
with,particularlyontheworking
capitalfront,”thereportsaid.
Need for fresh loans among

small andmediumenterprises
mayalsobe lowbecausethere is
nopick-upindemand.“Wedonot
need additionalworking capital
loans since there is not enough
demand inmarket and interest
keepspilinguponadditional fa-
cilities,” said a Ludhiana-based
MSMEplayermanufacturingauto
parts.

Model village
villages, theHon’bleMPdidnot
give any significantmoney from
Members of Parliament Local
Area Development Scheme
(MPLADS). In isolated cases,
whereMPshavebeenpro-active,
someinfrastructuredevelopment
has takenplace, but the scheme
hasnotmadeanyperceptibleim-
pact. As such, these villages can-
notbecalledModel(‘Adarsh’)vil-
lages,”thereportsaid.
Citingcasestudiesfromsome

ofthesegrampanchayats,there-
port added, “It is recommended
thattheMinistrymayreviewthe
schemeforenhancingitsimpact.”
For instance, in Kallikkad

gram panchayat in Kerala, the
teamcouldnotfindany“remark-
able achievement” under the
scheme. “Even though the
Neyyardam PHC is shown as a
SAGYachievementbut it cannot
betakenassuch...”
InAroodvillage of Khandwa

district inMadhya Pradesh, the
teamfoundthatoutof118activi-
ties planned in2014, only about

“60percent...havebeenachieved
and the rest arepending for lack
of fund”.
AtNongbahMyrdonvillagein

Meghalaya, the teamobserved,
“TheconceptofSAGYhasnotper-
colateddowntofieldofficial.”
AftervisitingBaudaiSAGYvil-

lageinPrayagrajinUttarPradesh,
the teamobserved, “it is ironic
thattheAdarshGramisyettobe
declaredODF.”
“Overall,nosignificantimpact

of this schemewas noted,” the
team recorded after visiting a
model village inBawanblock of
Hardoidistrict inUP.
Elsewhere,theteamobserved

mixedresults.
“Convergence ofMGNREGS

withMPLADhas been done in
SAGYvillageTilkojaofKorbadis-
trict (in Chhattisgarh)whereas
lesserconvergencewasobserved
intheChapkavillageofBastardis-
trict.”
Progressofworkwasbetterin

theGPwheretheHon’bleMPhas
takenkeeninterestandallocated
substantial amount from
MPLAD,”thereportadded.
Theteamhadgoodwordsfor

afewgrampanchayats.
InTakhelpanchayatofImphal

EastDistrict,forinstance,theteam
observed“publicbathroomsnear
ponds,children'splaygroundetc...
whichlookedimpressive”.
Of the twoSAGYvillages the

teamvisitedinRajasthan,there-
port laudedDaulatgarh, avillage
inBhilwara.“Thisisrelativelyde-
veloped village…This village is
very urbanised due the various
development schemes takenup
attheinitiativeof theEx-MP.”
Inhis first IndependenceDay

address in 2014, PrimeMinister
NarendraModi had announced
SAGYaspart of nation-building,
urging Lok SabhaMPs to "make
one village of his or her con-
stituency a Model Village by
2016...after2016,selecttwomore
villages... andafter2019... at least
fivemodelvillages".Healsoasked
RajyaSabhaMPsto"adoptoneof
thevillages",saying"ifweprovide

onemodelvillageineachdistrict
ofIndia,thenthesurroundingvil-
lages shall be automatically in-
spiredtofollowthatmodel".
Since the launch of the

schemeonOctober11,2014,only
1,855grampanchayatshavebeen
selectedacross fivephases, with
onlyseveninPhase5.

Delhi riots
sinceMarch8. Farooqalsoowns
Victoria Public School, andboth
hisschoolsweredamagedinthe
riots.
Ina“briefnote”sharedbythe

DelhiPoliceonJune3whilefiling
the chargesheet, itwas claimed
thatinvestigationintotherioting
incidenthadrevealedthatFarooq
had“linkswithprominentmem-
bers of Popular Front of India,
Pinjra Tod, Jamia Coordination
Committee,HazratNizamuddin
Markaz and someother funda-
mentalMuslimclerics, including
Deoband”.
Policealsoclaimedthatitwas

onFarooq’sinstructionsthatDRP
ConventSchool,theschool“adja-
cent and rival” to Rajdhani, two
parking lots, andtheAnilSweets
buildingwere“systematicallyde-
stroyed”bythemob.
Additional Sessions Judge

VinodYadav,whograntedbailto
Faisal,notedtherearecontradic-
tions inwitness statements, and
the investigatingofficer (IO)had
tried to file a supplementary
statement of a prosecutionwit-
ness"tocoverupthedeficiency".
According to the order, the

firststatementofthewitnesswas
“recordedprobably”onMarch8,
inwhichheclaimedtohaveseen
the applicant in front of thegate
ofRajdhaniPublicSchoolaround
1.30pm. “He further claimed to
haveheardhimaskingtheguard
of the school to permitMuslim
personsinsidetheschool”.Theor-
der states that in his statement
recorded by theMetropolitan
Magistrate onMarch11, “hedid
notsayawordabouthavingseen
the applicant at the sceneof oc-
currenceorhavingheardstating
anything to the guard of the
school”.
TheIOthentriedtofileasup-

plementary statement “on the
samedaywherein thiswitness
claimedthathegotfrightenedbe-
foretheLd.MMbecauseofwhich
hecouldnotstateanythingabout
theapplicant”,theorderstates.
On police allegations that a

(gulel)slingwasfoundontheroof
oftheschool,thecourt,aftergoing
throughrecords,notedthatitwas
found16days after the incident.
Thecourtsaidthatifthepresence
oftheaccusedcouldnotbeestab-
lished,thenthegulelcouldnotbe
attributedtohim.
The police note also stated,

“FarooqhadvisitedDeobandjust
onedaybefore the riots started,
thatis,onFebruary23.”
“Evidenceofconspiracyisfur-

therbroughtoutby the fact that
on thedayof the riots, that is, on
February24,manychildrenfrom
Muslim families left the school
early, alongwith their parents,
duringthehalf-timerecessitself,”
policehadclaimed.
Farooq's lawyers, RKKochar,

Gaurav Kochar and Gaurav
Vashist arguedbefore the court
that the IPC sections against
Farooq cannot be invoked since
therewasnomaterial on record
tosubstantiatehispresenceatthe
spot.
Thecourtsaidthat innoneof

theCCTV footage is the accused
present,and"ifitisprimafacieno-
ticeablethattheaccusedwasnot
presentatthesceneofoccurrence
then naturally, the evidence
againsthiminrespectofsections
397/395/436/455 IPC will fall
short”.
Onpoliceallegationsthatthe

accusedis“statedtohavemobile
conversationswith one lady...
who is stated to behaving links
withSaifulIslamLawFaculty”,the
court observed that shewas "in
factareporter”withanewspaper.
Police had also said that

Farooq had conversationswith
four other people, but the court

notedthatoneofthemwasanad-
vocate, another a local MLA
whosechildrenstudyinthesame
school, and the thirdpersonwas
theapplicant’scousin.
"Admittedly, the IO has not

collected the call detail recordof
theabovenamedpersons.Except
baldallegation, thereisnomate-
rialtosubstantiatethattheappli-
cant had conversed with the
aforesaid persons in relation to
communal riots.When the IO
was confronted in this regard,
thenhestatedthatfurtherinves-
tigation on the aspect of terror
funding is underway... in the
chargesheet there is hardly any
material to substantiate thealle-
gationofterrorfunding...,"theor-
derread.
Thecourt,whilegrantingbail,

alsonoted, "It ismade clear that
nothinginthisordershallbecon-
struedanexpressiononthemer-
its of evidence to be adduced in
thematter."

Centre to Delhi
anddonotsufferanyco-morbidi-
ties be allowed to stay in home
isolation.Healsoaskedfordetails
onthenumberofpeopleinhome
isolation in the city, and for the
Delhigovernmenttotaketechni-
calhelpinrealigningcontainment
zones.
According to theMHA, key

pointsspelledoutbythecommit-
teeincludedelineationofthe242
containment zones in the state
afresh.Strictperimetercontrolof
thesezonesandactivitieswithin
them have also been recom-
mended.
"Itwas also informed that a

serological surveywill be con-
ductedacrossDelhibetweenJune
27 and July 7 inwhich sample
testing of 20,000peoplewill be
done. Thiswill helpwith a com-
prehensive assessment of the
spread of infection inDelhi and
assist futureplanning," theMHA
said in its statement. Serological
surveysareusedtodeterminethe
prevalenceofadiseaseinapopu-
lation.
Contact tracing andquaran-

tining of all contacts of infected
individualswith use of Aarogya
SetuandItihasappsarepartofthe
recommendations.
The Centre has also fixed a

timetable for the implementa-
tion of the recommendations,
with theDelhi government be-
ing told to comeupwith a plan
by June 22, form district-level
teams by June 23, delineate all
containment zones afresh by
June 26, complete 100% survey
of those in these containment
zonesbyJune30,anddoalarge-
scale survey in the rest of the
capitalby July7.

Sports market
balls, says they import
polyurethaneandethylene-vinyl
acetatefoamfromChinafortheir
products.
“The rawmaterial quality in

India is not goodandwecannot
reachthedesiredstandardtoex-
port ourproducts tomajormar-
ketsinEuropeandUSAaswellin
India. Chinese manufacturers
provideuswithhigh-qualityraw
material at a very competitive
price,”hesays.
Vats,whose firm is based in

another manufacturing hub
Meerut, says China is “far, far
aheadindyeingandengineering”
aswell. “The iron rods, benches,
curling andmulti-stations that
youseeatgymsareall imported
from China because they are
cheap. Almost all thematerial
used for tracksuits comes from
Chinabecauseitischeap,”hesays.
Pricingandsuperiortechnol-

ogyarecitedastheotherkeyrea-
sons. For instance, amajority of
themachine-stitched footballs
sold in India aremade in China,
alongwiththeartificialturfsthat
dot the country. “Weneed to in-
vestinresearchanddevelopment,
andovercomepricingproblems,”
saysVats.“Wecan’tjustsuddenly
start boycotting Chinese prod-
ucts.” (WITHSHAHIDJUDGE&

NITINSHARMA)

FROMPAGEONE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Understandinghow
theDharavimodel
worked
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

Todayonthe3Thingspodcast,we lookat
howMumbai’smunicipalbodymanaged
tocontaintheCovid-19crisis insideoneof
Asia’s largest slums.
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Russia hosts India, China ministers tomorrow

Situation tough, talking to India and China: Trump

between Indian and Chinese
troops inwhich 20 Indian sol-
diers, including aColonel-rank
officer, werekilled.
“The officials discussed re-

gionalsecurity,includingdevel-
opments on the Line of Actual
Controlontheborderbetween
India and China in the
Himalayas,”abriefstatementby
the Russian Foreignministry
said.
EarlyJune,beforetheJune6

LtGen-leveltalksbetweenIndia
and China, Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla “up-
dated” Russian Ambassador
Nikolay Kudashev on the “re-
centdevelopments”onthesitu-
ationalongtheLAC.Thiswasthe
onlypubliclyavailablemeeting
between the ForeignSecretary
andaforeignAmbassadoratthe
heightof theborderstand-off.
TheMoscow-Beijing axis is

alsosignificantwhentheUShas
beenatloggerheadswithChina
in recentmonths and Russia
muchmore calibrated, even in

its response on the Covid out-
break.
Tuesday’s RIC Foreignmin-

istersmeeting,whichwas put
offinMarch,willbethefirstop-
portunity for External Affairs
minister S Jaishankar and
Chinese State Councillor and
ForeignMinsterWangYitoen-
gageinthattrilateralformat.
Asked on the possibility of

discussingtheIndia-Chinaten-
sion,Lavrovhadsaidlastweek:
"The agenda does not involve
discussing issues that relate to
bilateral relations of a country
with anothermember of this
format."
Moscow,too,hasresponded

inaverycalibratedmannerlast
week.On June17, Russian am-
bassador Kudashev tweeted,
“Wewelcomeallstepsaimedat
de-escalationattheLAC,includ-
ing the conversation between
the twoFMs, and remainopti-
mistic.”
“The existence of theRIC is

anundisputable reality, firmly

fixedon theworldmap.As for
thecurrentstageofofthetrilat-
eralcooperation,therearenoin-
dications that it might be
frozen,”hehadsaid.
According toRussiannews

agency TASS, Russian
PresidentialSpokesmanDmitry
PeskovsaidthatKremliniscon-
cernedoveraclashbetweenthe
militaryontheborderbetween
ChinaandIndiabutbelievesthat
thetwocountriescouldresolve
thisconflictthemselves.
"Certainly,wearewatching

with great attention what is
happening on the Chinese-
Indianborder.Webelieve that
this is a very alarming report,"
Peskov said. "Butwe consider
thatthetwocountriesarecapa-
bleof takingnecessarysteps to
prevent such situations in the
future and toensure that there
is predictability and stability in
theregionandthatthis isasafe
region for nations, first of all,
ChinaandIndia.”
The Kremlin spokesman

emphasized that China and
IndiaareRussia’sclosepartners
andallies, and "haveveryclose
andmutually beneficial rela-
tionsbuiltonmutualrespect."
DefenceMinister Singh is

expected to attend theVictory
Dayparadeearlierscheduledon
May9.PrimeMinisterNarendra
Modiwasinvitedfortheparade,
whichgotpostponedduetothe
Covidpandemic.
LikeModi,ChinesePresident

Xi Jinpinghadbeen invited for
theMay9parade, butnowit is
likelytobeattendedbyasenior
Defenceministeriallevelrepre-
sentativefromBeijing.Soitmay
offer awindowof opportunity
forthetwosidestobreaktheice.
The setting inMoscowwill

beinterestingsincetroopsfrom
IndiaandChinawillparticipate
in theVictoryparadeaswell. A
tri-service 75-member Indian
militarycontingenthasalready
reachedMoscow. It is led by a
Major-rank officer of the Sikh
LightInfantryRegiment.

the tension. Indiahadvirtually
rejected theoffer, saying itwas
engagedwithChina to resolve
theborderrow.
Early last week, White

HousePressSecretaryKayleigh
McEnanysaidthePresidentwas
aware of the situation and the
USwas closelymonitoring it.
During a phone call on June 2
with PrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi,Trumphaddiscussedthe
matter,thespokespersonsaid.
US Secretary of State

Michael R Pompeo also com-
mentedonChina’s actions last
week,saying,“ThePLA(People’s
LiberationArmy)hasescalated

border tensionswith India, the
world’smostpopulousdemoc-
racy. It’smilitarising the South
ChinaSeaandillegallyclaiming
more territory there, threaten-
ingvitalsealanes.”
Inanaddresson‘Europeand

theChinaChallenge’atthe2020
Copenhagen Democracy
SummitFriday,deliveredvirtu-
ally, Pompeo called the ruling
Chinese Communist Party a
‘rogueactor.’
The top US diplomat on

China, Assistant Secretary of
State for East Asian andPacific
AffairsDavidStilwell,hascalled
China’s actions that led to the

clash inGalwanValley “similar
toactivitywe’veseeninthepast
on [other] border disputes”.
Several steps taken by the
Chinese,includinginHongKong
andIndia,havenotbeen“really
constructive”, he said, adding,
“We’re obviouslywatching the
India-Chinaborderdisputevery
closely... Again,wedon’thavea
lotofvisibilityandwedon’thave
a lot of opendialoguewithour
Chinesecounterparts.”
On the Senate floor, Senate

Majority Leader Mitch
McConnellsaidthatforthesake
of grabbing territory, Chinaap-
peared to have instigated the

most violent clashwith India
sincethewarbetweenthemin
1962.Notingthenuclearstatus
ofthetwocountries,McConnell
saidtheywere“encouragingde-
escalation”.
Texas Congressman Lance

Gooden,oftheRepublicanParty,
also came out in support of
India. Saying China cannot be
trusted, Gooden tweeted, “As
morenewscomesoutaboutthe
deadly conflict betweenChina
andIndia,onceagainCHINAap-
pearstobeanaggressivebadac-
tor… The CCP (Chinese
Communist Party) cannot be
takenattheirword,EVER.”
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ORN ON MAY 30, 1965, M Gopikrishnan
is a renowned philanthropist, social
worker and entrepreneur.A qualified pro-
fessional with over 20 years of rich experi-

ence in the pharmaceutical business, Gopikrish-
nan is currently the Director of Shri Balaji
Marketing, which is an Exporter & Distributor of
Ayurvedic Natural Herbal & Pharmaceutical Medi-
cines.The company has a unique product – RUB N
RUN – which is a very effective Ayurvedic natural
herbal oil that brings instant relief from muscular
pain.This medicine has carved a niche for itself in
the Pain Management category. RUB N RUN is
quite popular in India and many European and
Middle East Countries.

He considers his ability to understand the prob-
lems and needs of people as his biggest strength. It
is due to his unflinching passion to serve the
masses that Gopikrishnan has won several awards
and accolades for his social and philanthropic ac-
tivities. His expertise lies in providing high quality
care and support to socially and economically dis-
advantaged people or sections who experience
grave difficulties in their lives. He has successfully
worked with individuals, families and groups,
within a variety of settings. He possesses wide ex-
perience coupled with a meticulous understand-
ing of relevant legislation, procedures and tech-
niques in his area of operation.

His easy-going temperament and the ability to
strike a chord with people make him able to get
along with people with ease. His mild nature cou-
pled with his unflagging commitment to social
welfare has further nurtured his passion to serve
the masses in overcoming their day-to-day or-
deals. Being in the pharmaceutical industry for a
long time has also contributed to him being capable
of assisting, serving, counselling and teaching
other people efficiently. He has the power to influ-
ence and motivate people. Also, through his long
and satisfying stint as a social worker, he has de-
veloped practical and innovative problem-solving
skills to solve the problems of other people.

The highly qualified director possesses degrees
of M. Phil, MBA and BSc and proficiency in four
languages, viz., English, Telugu, Tamil and Hindi,
and has hands-on knowledge and experience in
Marketing, Exports andAyurveda.Apart from this,
he has several professional memberships of re-
puted institutions across the country.He is a Senate
Member in Bharathidasan University, Tiruchira-
palli, Tamil Nadu. He is also a Member of Rotary
Club, Pollachi, Coimbatore District in Tamil Nadu,
and a Member of Southern Railway – Divisional
Railway Users Consultative Committee,Madurai, in
Tamil Nadu. He is also a Hospital Advisory Com-
mittee Member, in both Govt. Medical College &
Hospital at Theni, Tamil Nadu and at Medical De-
partment at Dindigul,Tamil Nadu.

Social work is a demanding and varied profes-
sion, which requires a professional to don many
hats on any given day – adviser, therapist, care-
taker, administrator, clinician, among others. It may
seem that to adapt to these many roles, a social
worker must possess limitless knowledge,expertise
and capability.However,possessing empathy,active
listening, social perceptiveness, coordination, per-
suasion, and cooperation are the must-have traits
in an individual if he is to be a good social worker.

It is a profession that often requires great com-
passion in the heart to help out the needy and poor
people. With 25 years of experience in social ac-
tivities, Gopikrishnan uses many of these skills to
great effect to develop strong interpersonal bonds
with individuals and groups of individuals to bring
about meaningful exchange of dialogues and un-
derstand their problem from the grassroots. He is a
patient and active listener, a trait which helps him
forge healthy and productive relationships with
everyone around. He exudes great communication
skills while trying to understand the problems of
his countrymen, solving them with ease and effi-
ciency. His experience in the pharmaceutical in-
dustry has bestowed him with the gift of patience,
which helps in listening carefully to the problems
faced by people in society. His empathetic nature
makes him identify with or vicariously experience
another person’s situation effectively. It is both an
intellectual and emotional process, making it eas-
ier to involve and connect with the other person’s
problems. His ability to coordinate, persuade and

cooperate with individuals and multiple parties
make him invaluable in the field of social service.

Gopikrishnan’s efforts have been widely recog-
nised by many international and national forums,
with many of them lauding his endeavours
through awards and accolades. His social contri-
butions have been widely covered in many publi-
cations and by media houses, highlighting the
work that he has been doing with a noble mission.
Definitely, his social activities and contributions
towards society make him highly eligible for an ho-
nour from the Indian state.

He has won many international and national
awards and honours for his contributions to society.
In 2019, he won the Mahatma Gandhi Samman,
for nation building from NRI Welfare Society (UK
Chapter) atThe House of Commons, London. Simi-
larly, in 2019, he won the GlobalAchiever’sAward
for Business Excellence from Ayurveda Division-
India Russia Business Alliance during the India-
Russia Business Dialogue in Moscow, Russia.

He received the Indian Achievers’ Award from
Minister Santosh Gangwar, MP (Rajya Sabha), for
Business Excellence and inspiring social contribu-
tions, given by the IndianAchievers’ Forum in New
Delhi. He has also won Nelson Mandela Interna-
tional Peace Award, for fostering the ideals of Hu-
manitarianism from the Open International Uni-
versity in Colombo, Sri Lanka. The list of such
recognitions is endless as he has been at the fore-
front of philanthropic activities to improve the lives
of innumerable citizens with his singular approach
to social work.

Today, the world has been challenged by a mi-
croscopic beast named coronavirus.This challenge
has disrupted our lives unimaginably. Amidst all
the pandemonium and panic, our delivery of es-
sentials continues unabated, thanks to the selfless
and gritty efforts of COVID-19Warriors.Their pen-
chant to serve us amidst the chaos is truly worth ap-
preciating.They have kept themselves at the front-
lines and served us our daily essentials while we
continue to stay indoors.

With home delivery services being excluded
from the lockdown, delivery staff have been at the
frontline to keep the city ticking. Hotels, retail and
wholesale shops, fish and meat stores, medical
shops, vegetables and fruits outlets depend on de-

livery personnel to keep their businesses running
and ensure that customers’ demands are met.The
COVID-19 warriors have made our lives easier
amidst the lockdown and even during the Unlock 1
phase.

Amidst this crisis and the resultant lockdown in
India, people are finding it increasingly difficult to
find essential goods such as wheat, rice, pulses,
salt, sugar, etc.The weaker sections of our society
are the most affected, as these people survive on
daily wages and earnings.With factories shut and
production halted, their lives have been upended
beyond measure.

Even in these harrowing times of COVID-19
when the world is locked down, M Gopikrishnan
has not wavered for a second. He has continued
with its philanthropic activities.Taking a leaf out of
COVID-19 warriors’ book, he has launched sev-
eral initiatives to reach out to the poor and needy
of our society. It is this commitment of his towards

the people of this country that makes him stand
out in the crowd.

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused havoc in
the world today and not only the economy but the
whole society is affected by it today.The basic ne-
cessities of people are not getting met, as the cur-
rent crisis has overwhelmed the government ma-
chinery. Food and drinking water are not reaching
people in adequate amounts. Local citizens under-
stand this problem and thus have come out of their
own accord to help the weaker sections of society.

Many stories are doing the rounds on the inter-
net and newspapers regarding how people have
been helping the authorities meet the needs of
the masses. They’re establishing community
kitchens, langars in gurudwaras, distributing
cooked food packets, dry rations, medicines, daily
essentials etc., to help the needy in whichever
ways possible.

As soon as the pandemic started to take its toll
on the common people and migrant workers,

M Gopikrishnan started his philanthropic drive to
help the masses. On 26th April 2020,
M Gopikrishnan reached out to the fishermen
families in the Aliyar Dam area of the Coimbatore
district, and Scheduled Tribes in Cinnarpathi and
Navamalai. He provided all the necessary and es-
sential food grains and items such as dry rations,
rice, vegetables etc.Through his unwavering com-
mitment, he has helped 150 families in the time
of the COVID-19 lockdown, ensuring that these
people can sustain themselves. A total of 7,500
people have benefitted through his initiatives. M.
Gopikrishnan has also extended help to sweep-
ers and police officers with reusable rubber gloves
and reusable masks, which are very important
protective equipment in these times. His dedication
to serve the socially excluded and marginalised
people in society is truly worth appreciating at a
time when the world itself has come to a halt and
people don’t have the means and measures to
meet two ends meet.

A social worker par excellence
M Gopikrishnan relies on his extensive knowledge of social work principles, techniques and practices and their
application to community issues to make high-quality care and support available to socially and economically

weak people and has been reaching out to help them during the COVID-19 pandemic

M Gopikrishnan, philanthropist, social
worker and entrepreneur

ADVERTORIAL

The man with a golden heart: M. Gopikrishnan
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A 26-YEAR-OLD swimming
coach at aDelhi government fa-
cility in Central Delhi's
Jhandewalan died after testing
positive for coronavirus on
Wednesday, twodaysbeforehis
birthdayandfourmonthsintohis
marriage.
Ashutosh Gupta's family

Sundayallegednegligenceonthe
part of Lady HardingeMedical
College(LHMC),claiminghewas
not given timely treatment and
thefamilywasaskedtohelpwrap
hisbodyinprotectivecoveringaf-
terhedied.
His brother Ankit (20) said

Ashutosh had won medals in
many swimming competitions
over thepast five years and sup-
portedthefamilyfinancially."He
wasadmittedinthe'orangezone'
of the hospital and died a few
hours after the test results came
out. I waswith him in theward
throughout, along with my
motherandcousin.Afterhedied,
the hospital sent one of their at-
tendants towrap the body,who
tookmyhelpto liftandmoveit,"
saidAnkit.
Hospitalmedical directorDr

NNMathursaidhehas initiated
aninquiryintotheallegationsand
istakingthematterseriously.He
also said the 'orangezone' of the
hospital is where patients sus-
pectedofhavingcoronavirus,and

awaitingtestresults,arekept.
"This patientwas youngand

obese.Hewas admittedat 2 am
on June 17 and died within 12
hoursofadmission.Afterthere-
port was received as positive...
the patient was planned to be
shifted to Covid emergency but
collapsed prior to shifting," said
DrMathur.
He added that the body

shouldhavebeenputinabagin-
sidethewardasperprotocol,and
thehospitalisfindingouthowthe
bodywashandledafterdeath.
The eldest of three siblings,

Ashutoshwasabouttoturn27on
June 19 and got married in
February. Hiswife and 47-year-
old mother are awaiting their
Covidtestresults.
Ankit said no one from the

familyhasdevelopedanysymp-
toms.Ashutoshhaddevelopeda
feverandwastakentotheLHMC

afterJune10midnight,wherehe
was tested and asked to home
isolate.
"Hehadproblemsbreathing

sowearrangedforanoxygenma-
chine for him. On June 14, we
weretoldbythehospitalthatthe
Covidreporthadbeenmisplaced.
We then got him tested at Sir
Ganga RamHospital and they
sharedtheresultonJune17,"said
Ankit.
Dr Mathur said Covid re-

ports are collected from sam-
pling centres and in the past,
they have sometimes been
taken by the wrong person.
"From the past four-five days,
results are now coming out on
the same date of the test and
patientscanaccessthemonthe
RT-PCR application. So these
things (misplacement) should
not happennow," he said.
Ankit said he watched his

brother die at the hospital on
Wednesday afternoon after he
beganfoamingatthemouth.The
familyhopedtheywouldbepro-
vided some compensation as
Ashutoshwas themain earning
memberof thefamily.
Ashutosh's father Rajendra

PrasadGuptaworked as a secu-
rityguardataschoolfortheblind
nearConnaughtPlacebeforethe
lockdown,but ispresentlyoutof
work. Ankit is preparing for an
exam to enter the Delhi Police.
"He used to support us all at
home,nowwedon'tknowwhat
willhappen,"saidAnkit.
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II,, rreeeennaa kumari dulane singh
w/o-14649544MHav.Anil
kumar tomar r/oVPO- thakkar
bapanagar, Dist - ahmedabad
gujarat-382350, have changed
myname fromreenakumari
dulane singh to reena tomar
affidavit date 15-Jun 2020
beforemadan lal guptadelhi.
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II,,GGHUSSAINBASHA,S/O-JC-
767918YSUBGOKARI JAFFAR
HUSSAIN,R/O-VPO-
BIJINAVEMULA,TEH+MANDAL
AM-KOILKUNTA,DISTT-
KURNOOL,ANDHRAPRADESH-
518134,have changedmy
name,fromGHUSSAINBASHA
toGOKARIHUSSAINBASHA,for
all,futurepurpose,&-inmy-
father’s service-recordmy
date-of-birthwrongly-
mentionedas-28/11/1998
insteadof-29/11/1998.
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II,, YOGESHSACHDEVAS/O
SATYAPALSACHDEVR/O-J-96,
GROUND-FLOOR, KIRTINAGAR,
RAMESHNAGAR,DELHI-
110015.CHANGEDMYNAMETO
JOGESHSACHDEV.
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II,, SHIVANID/OVIJAYSHARMA
R/o. PLOT.NO.134,KHASRA
NO.639VIKAS-KUNJ LONI-
DEHATGHAZIABAD UTTAR-
PRADESH201102.have
changedmyname toSHIVANI
SHARMA. 0040539906-4

II,,MohdRashid,S/oRasheed
KhanR/o-E-49/H-220 Janta-
MajdoorColonyWelcome-
SeelampurGarhiMenduDelhi-
110053 changedmyname to
RashidKhan. 0040539906-2

II GURVEENKAURKOHLI D/O-
NARENDERSINGHKOHLI
R/OH.NO.J-13/23L, RAJOURI-
GARDEN,NEWDELHI-
110027,AFTER-MARRIAGE
CHANGEMYNAMEGURVEEN
KAUR. 0040539906-1

II,, GMAHABOOBBASHA,S/O-JC-
767918YSUBGOKARI JAFFAR
HUSSAIN,R/OVPO-
BIJINAVEMULA,TEH+MANDAL
AM-KOILKUNTA,DISTT-
KURNOOL,ANDHRAPRADESH-
518134,have changedmy
name,fromGMAHABOOB
BASHA toGOKARIMAHABOOB
BASHA, for all,futurepurpose.

0040539906-6

PUBLIC NOTICE
Àf½fÊ Àff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W` dI JÀfSf ³fa.-
304/212, 305/212, 306/212, 307/212, 213, 214,
215, 216, 217, 223, 224, 227, 303/2015, 308/221,
311/225, 310, 219, 222, EdS¹ff 40 ½f¦fÊ Rb M ªfû ¶»ffgI
C-113, ¦f»fe ³fa. 2, ¦f¯fZVf ³f¦fS, ´ff¯O½f ³f¦fS I fg¸´f»fZ¢Àf,
¦fif¸f- Vf¢I S´fbS JfÀf, B»ffI f VffWQSf, dQ»»fe-110092
¸fZÔ C´fdÀ±f°f W`Ü ·fcd¸f ´fS A½fdÀ±f°f ¸fI f³f ªfû ¨ffS ¸fadªf»ff
W` ªfû I e L»f õfSf ¸fe³ff QZ½fe ´f°³fe À½f. A÷ ¯f Ib ¸ffS
dÂf´ffNe d³f½ffÀfe ¸fûW»»ff ÀffWZ¶f¦faªf Af¹fÊ Àf¸ffªf ´f±f, L´fSf
³f¦fS dªf»ff IZ Af¸f ¸fb£°ffS³ff¸ff E½fa ½fÀfe¹f°f³ff¸ff ³feSªf
dÂf´ffNe ´fbÂf À½f. A÷ ¯f Ib ¸ffS dÂf´ffNe d³f½ffÀfe ¸fûW»»ff
ÀffWZ¶f¦faªf Af¹fÊ Àf¸ffªf ´f±f, L´fSf ³f¦fS dªf»ff L´fSf E½fa
Aaªfd»f dÂf´ffNe ´f°³fe ³feSªf dÂf´ffNe õfSf dQ»»fe I ûMÊ ÀfZ I Sf
d»f¹ff ¦f¹ff ±ff, dªfÀfZ ¸fe³ff QZ½fe õfSf dQ³ffaI 12.05.2020
I û d³fSÀ°f I Sf dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff W`Ü A¶f C¢°f ¸fI f³f ¸ffd»fI f³ff
WI dÀfRÊ ½f dÀfRÊ ¸fe³ff QZ½fe I f W`Ü dQ»»fe ÀfZ L´fSf Af³fZ
IZ Ii ¸f ¸fZÔ ªf¸fe³f I f ¸fc»f QÀ°ff½fZªf I WeÔ d¦fS ¦f¹ff CÀfI f
I ûBÊ Qb÷ ´f¹fû¦f ³f I Sm dªfÀf ½fªfW ÀfZ ¹fW ³fûdMÀf Àf½fÊÀff²ffS¯f
I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ¦f¹ff W`Ü Sd/-

B. DHAR
Advocate

Ch. no. 553

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT SH. ANIL BHALLA S/O
LATE SH. SATYA DEV BHALLA
R/O K-19, FIRST FLOOR,
KAILASH COLONY, NEW DELHI,
HAS SEVERED ALL HIS RELATION
AND DISOWNED HIS WIFE SMT.
VISHU BHALLA AND THEIR SON
NAMELY ANUJ BHALLA AND
SMT. HARSHITA BHALLA HIS
WIFE AND THEIR CHILDREN
FROM HIS ALL MOVABLE-
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES DUE
TO THEIR DISOBEDIENCE,
NEGLECT AND CRUEL BEHAVIOR
TOWARDS MY CLIENT. IF ANY
PERSON DEALS WITH THEM, MY
CLIENT SHALL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR ACTS
AND DEEDS.

Sd/-
R.K.S. BAJWA & ASSOCIATES
CH.NO. 114, LAWYERS BLOCK

SAKET, SAKET COURTS
NEW DELHI-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client Raj Kanwar S/o Late Sh. Tara
Chand R/o H.No- 35, Chandani Market
Naharpur Village, Rohini Delhi 110085
disowned their Son Named Kamaljeet
(Age 38 Years) S/o Raj Kanwar From My
All movable/ immovable Properties/
Assets. For their Wrong Behavior
Hereafter My Client not be held
responsible for any kind of acts done,
Criminal activities by him in money or
Transaction and any Illegal/ Legal And
Property Purpose in Future. Anybody
Dealing With Them in any manner
whatsoever will be doing at his/ her own
cost, Risk & Responsibility.

Sd/-
RITU VERMA (ADVOCATE)

Enrl. No:- D/1126/92
OFF:- B-25, GUPTA PALACE A-2/42,

RAJOURI GARDEN, N.DELHI-110027

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

SECURITYGUARDAMONG4ARRESTED

JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI,JUNE21

A94-YEAR-OLD retiredMEAof-
ficial was attacked and his 88-
year-oldwife stabbed to death
during a robbery at their
Safdarjung Enclave residence in
Southwest Delhi on Saturday
night. Police said the security
guard of the buildingwhere the
couple lived, alongwith threeof
hisassociates,allegedlyoverpow-
ered Baldev Raj Chawla and his
wifeKanta,slitthewoman'sneck
whenshetriedtoresist, andfled
withmoneyandjewellery.
DCP (Southwest) Devender

Arya said the four accused --
guard Rajesh (18), Gyanender
(22),Om(18)andPramod(26)--

were arrested on Sunday from
LakhimpurKherinear theNepal
border.Policesaidallhailfromthe
neighbouringcountry.
Thecouplelivedontheupper

ground floor in Safdarjung
Enclave'sA1block.
Police said that around9pm

Saturday,theaccusedwenttothe
couple's house. DCP Arya said:
"The guardwas appointed two
weeksago.WhenKantaopened
thedoor,shesawthemen.Before
shecoulddoanything,theyover-
powered the couple. Kanta tried
tostopthembutoneof themat-
tackedherwith a sharp object."
Theyforcedherhusbandtositon
thesofaandtiedhishandswitha
rope.
Police said the accused then

went to the bedroom and fled

withmoneyandjewelleryworth
Rs55,000.
Police said Chawlamanaged

togoout, takethelift tothethird
floor and alert his neighbours.
They immediately called the
RWApresident, whomade the

PCR call. Thewomanwas taken
to a hospital but succumbed to
her injuries. Police said the cou-
ple had two children but both
diedafewyearsago.
Police saidChawla is still in a

state of shock and has not been
able to give details of what is
missing from his home. RWA
presidentVKMalhotrasaid,"The
couplewere registeredwith the
Delhi Police's senior citizen
scheme and police constables
would often visit them. One of
their security guards had been
workingwith themfor25years,
andthecouplehiredanotherone
recently. He didn't have police
verification."Aseniorpoliceoffi-
cersaid,"Themenhadbeenplan-
ning the robbery for two days.
They booked a cab from

Safdarjung Enclave toNepal on
June18.Rajeshhadbeenreferred
to the couple by their domestic
help.Theaccusedwerefleeingto
Nepalwhentheywerecaught."
JitendraKumar, theother se-

curity guard from the building,
said, "I got a call froma resident
on the third floor about the rob-
bery. I rushed to their homeand
found aunty lying on the floor
with injuries onher neck. Uncle
wassittingonthechair,shocked.
Hetoldustherobberstookevery-
thing and killed aunty." Kumar
saidthecoupledidn'tmoveouta
lotdue to theiroldage, andtheir
domestichelpwouldarrangefor
groceries and medical help.
"Their daughter-in-law and
grandchildrenliveintheUS,"said
theguard.

RetiredMEAofficial attacked, hiswife
stabbed to death inSafdarjung robbery

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,JUNE21

FOR THE last eight years, Prem
Kumar(35)hadbeenworkingas
asecurityguardatacommercial
complexinGurgaon.Intheafter-
mathof thelockdownduetothe
Covid-19 outbreak, he has been
reducedtoswitchingprofessions
and taking up employment as a
labourerfora living.
“Iwent through a very diffi-

cult timeduringthe lockdown. I
was desperate and the security
company Iworked forwas nei-
ther callingmetoworknorpay-
ingmeany salary. InApril, Iwas
atapointwhere Iwasnoteating
foodfortwo-threedaysatatime,”
saidKumar,whosewifeandtwo
children residewith his parents
inhisnativeBihar.
“Whenthelockdownwasre-

laxed, I left the company I was
workingforandstartedtakingup
labourwork through a contrac-
tor.Thepayishalfofwhatitused
tobe,andthejobisnotstable,but
atleastIamfillingmystomachto-

day,” he said, adding that the
complex heworked at earlier is
yettore-openitsdoors.
Security agencies across

Gurgaon further corroborate
Kumar’sclaims,statingthatwith
mallsandschoolsstillclosedand
offices and industries operating
withlesserstrength,theyarenot
receiving payments from their
clients,duetowhichthey,inturn,
arefacingissuespayingtheirstaff.
“Most of our clients havenot

been paying us since the lock-
down.We are trying tomanage
whatever payments we can to
minimise our staff’s problems.
Wearegivingthematlast50%of
their salary,” said an official at
Secura, a security company that
deploys over 50personnel at of-
ficesandindustriesacrossthecity.
At Denetim Services also,

whichhas“10-15personnel”de-
ployed at shopping centres and
malls inGurgaon, staff has been
getting only part of their pay-
ment. “Nobody is keeping secu-
rity, sowhywill theymakepay-
ments.Wearepayingourstaff to
whateverextentwecanmanage.

Weareunabletopaythemforthe
wholemonth but are trying to
giveenoughsotheycanmanage
day to day expenses,” said
Anubhav Khiwani, founder of
DenetimServices.
OfficialsatSDSSecurity,which

has over 3,000 personnel de-
ployedinoffices,mallsandindus-
triesinGurgaon,saythedemand
forpersonnelhasreducedby40%.
“Wehad toaska lotof staff togo
onunpaid leave.Wehavemade
whatever paymentswere owed
topeopleandhavekeptthemon

thejob.Wewillreachouttothem
oncework resumes again,” said
SushilKumar,branchheadofSDS
Security,addingthatalotof their
staffhasalsoreturnedtotheirvil-
lages. This latter fact has also
emergedas adominant trend in
condominiums inGurgaon, sev-
eralofwhicharefunctioningwith
“25-30%” lesser staff thanusual
because many have returned
homepost-lockdown.
AtNirvanaCountry,forexam-

ple,membersoftheRWAsaid“25-
30%” of their staff has returned

homeoverthelastmonth,withno
time framehavingbeengivenas
to their return. “We are around
30%shortofstaff,which,asfarasI
know, has returnedhome…We
aremanagingbyredefiningourin-
ternalneedstoensureweareable
to copewith thenumberof peo-
ple available.Wehave 10 gates
leadingtooursociety,butareonly
allowing visitor entry from 4,
whichcutsdownthestaffrequired
at these,” said Rohit Chopra,
General Secretaryof theNirvana
CountryRWA.PrincetonEstate is
operatingwith “70-80 %” of its
usual staff. “We had signed an
agreementwithourfacilityman-
agementservicetoprovideus50%
ofthestaffatanypointintime.This
is now their responsibility,” said
Arati Pandya,ActingSecretaryof
thePrincetonEstateRWA.
Asecurityguardemployedat

acondominiuminGurgaon,who
didnotwanttobenamed,said,“I
workedallthroughthelockdown.
Weusedtostayinsidethesociety
itself and do our duties so there
wasnochanceofinfectionenter-
ingthepremises.”

47-yr-old police head
constable dies of virus

IRS officer’s suicide:
Note names 4 colleagues

Jain’s health
improves after
plasma therapy

BRChawlaandwifeKanta

THEINDIANEXPRESS,MONDAY, JUNE22,2020

THEOUTBREAK THECITY

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

4
26-year-old swimming
coach dies of coronavirus

AshutoshGupta’s family
allegednegligenceonthe
partof LadyHardinge
MedicalCollege

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI,JUNE21

DAYSAFTERa57-year-oldIndian
Revenue Service (IRS) officer al-
legedly committed suicide by
hanging himself at his
Chanakyapuri home, The Indian
Expresshaslearntthatthesuicide
noterecoveredfromhisbedroom
mentioned four colleagueswho
wereallegedlyharassinghimaf-
terhefiledavigilancecomplaint
againstoneof them.
KeshavSaxena, a1988-batch

IRSofficer,waspostedasprincipal
commissioner in the I-Tdepart-
ment at ITO. Police said theyare
sendinghislettertoexpertsatthe
ForensicScienceLaboratory (FSL)
tomatchhiswriting,andareinves-
tigatingthematterafterapproach-
inghisseniorsandcolleagues.
When contacted, Additional

DCP(NewDelhidistrict)Deepak
Yadav said, "Enquiry into this

matterisgoingon.Weareexam-
ining all persons concerned and
relevantrecords."
OnMay27,Saxena,a resident

of BapuDhaminChanakyapuri,
wasfoundhangingbyhiswife.She
tookhimtoPrimusHospitalwhere
hewasdeclareddeadbydoctors.
"Wereceivedacall fromthehos-
pitalauthoritiesabouttheincident.
Saxena had used a bedsheet to
hanghimself.Wealsofoundasui-
cidenote inhisbedroom.Weare
probing thematter," DCP (New
Delhi)EishSinghalhadsaid.
Aseniorofficerprivytothein-

vestigation said: "The victim
mentioned four colleagues. He
claimedoneof themstartedcre-
atingtroubleafterhefiledacom-
plaintagainsthimwiththeirvig-
ilance department." "Before any
legal action,we are taking legal
opinion andverifying facts from
hisdepartment,"theofficersaid.
So far, inquest proceedings

hasbeen initiatedunderSection
174ofCrPC,policesaid.

Lockdown hits security guards in Gurgaon,
placement agencies say strapped for cash

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

A47-YEAR-OLDDelhiPoliceheadconstablediedfrom
Covid-related complications at Panchsheel Hospital
Sunday, said officials. The deceased, Lalit Kumar,was
postedwiththe4thbattalionoftheDelhiArmedPolice.
HisfamilylivesinKhajuriKhas.Heworkedasareader
toaseniorofficer inDAP.
PolicesaidKumarwasunderhomequarantineafter

heshowedmildsymptoms.OnJune17,hewastestedfor
CovidatGTBhospital.Hisresultsreturnedpositiveafter
twodays.OnSaturday,hissoncalledpoliceandinformed
them hisfatherwasunwell.Aseniorpoliceofficersaid,
“Kumarcomplainedoffeverandbreathlessness.Hewas
immediatelyshiftedtoPanchsheelHospital,buthedied
onSunday.“Kumarissurvivedbyhiswifeandtheir 20-
year-oldsonand12-year-olddaughter.
Tilldate,ninepolicepersonnelhavediedduetoCovid

andmore than800personnelhave testedpositive for
thevirus.

SeveralcondominiumsinGurgaonare functioningwith
25-30%fewersecuritystaff.Archive

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JUNE21

THECONDITIONofDelhiHealthMinisterSatyendar
Jainhas improvedandhis feverhas subsided, aday
after he was administered plasma therapy for the
treatment of Covid-19.
According to sources, the condition of the 55-

year-oldminister is improvingandhe isbeingmon-
itored by doctors.
Jain is likely to comeout of the ICU byMonday.

Hewas shifted toMaxhospital onFridayafternoon
after his conditionworsened.
He was earlier admitted to the Delhi govern-

ment-run Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality Hospital
on Tuesday after he developed breathlessness,
fever and a drop in oxygen levels, shortly after he
hadtestednegative for thevirus.However,assymp-
tomspersisted, hewas testedagainandhis reports
camepositive onWednesday.
Recently, KalkajiMLAAtishi, Delhi government

advisor Abhinandita Mathur and AAPmedia pan-
elistAkshayMarathehadalso testedpositive.None
of themhavebeenadmitted tohospitalsandarere-
ported to have onlymild symptoms.
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NewDelhi:Astudyconductedby
AIIMS doctors has found that
yoga can reduce not just mi-
graines but even lower treat-
ment cost of the disease. The
study, 'Effect of yoga as add on
therapy inmigraine', was pub-
lished in the online issue of
Neurology, themedical journal
of the American Academy of
Neurology. The new research
suggests that yoga may help
peoplewithmigraine, and lead

to headaches that happen less
often, don't last as long and are
less painful. A total of 114 pa-
tients with episodic migraine
were recruited to one of two
groups for thestudy.
"Thefirstgroupreceivedcon-

ventionalmedicaltherapyaspre-
scribedbytheirdoctors,whilethe
second got conventional treat-
ment, plus a yoga programme
thatincludedbreathingexercises,
relaxation techniques and yogic

postures," the study stated. The
yoga protocolwas prepared by
yogaphysiciansat theCentre for
Integrative Medicine and
Research(CIMR)atAIIMS.
DrGautamSharma,professor

in-charge, Center for Integrative
Medicine and Research, AIIMS,
and one of the authors of the
study, said: "Performing yoga is
a stress-buster; several studies
have shown stress is one of the
precipitants formigraine."ENS

Yoga reduces migraines: AIIMS study

New Delhi



MALLICAJOSHI
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

ADAY after L-G Anil Baijal said
everyonewho tests positive for
Covid-19will have to report to
Covid care centres, the Delhi
government is scrambling to
arrange enough ambulances to
ferry these patients. There are
around 460 ambulances in the
cityatpresent.Theseincludethe
cabs(OlaandUber)thatthegov-
ernment has requisitioned
specifically forCovidpatients.
“The daily case load in the

cityisincreasing.Wedonothave
enough ambulances to take
everyone to Covid care centres
forassessment.Wearetryingto
push another 500 vehicles into
the systemtobeused as ambu-
lances, but even they will fall
shortifeveryonehastobetaken
toCovidcarecentres. Ifapatient
uses a personal vehicle or cab
services, they will put drivers
and companions at risk,” said a
seniorDelhigovernmentofficial.
Delhi has seen over 3,000

caseseverydayforthepastthree
days. On Sunday, the city saw
3,000newcases and63deaths,
taking the total cases to 59,746
anddeathsto2,175.Ofthe24,558
activecases,6,054areinhospitals
and 1,631 are in Covid care and
health centres. An additional
12,106areunderhomeisolation.

At present, those who test
positive are contacted byhealth
officials and a call centre ap-
pointedbytheDelhigovernment,
and their health assessment is
conducted. If they do not have
moderate or severe symptoms,
they are recommended home
isolationwithinstructionstocon-
tact officials if thepatient devel-
opsmoreserioussymptoms.
On Friday, the L-G had or-

dered that everyonewho tests
positiveforCovid-19willhaveto
spendaminimumoffivedaysin
Covid care centres, after which
theywouldbeclearedforhome

quarantineif theymeetthecrite-
ria. After stiff opposition from
theDelhigovernment,thisorder
wasmodifiedandonevisittothe
carecentremademandatory.
Services of the call centre

were also cancelled by the L-G.
Sourcessaidthishascreatedasig-
nificantissue.“Astheoldpractice
was scrapped and the newone
hasnotkickedinyet,assessment
hasnothappenedforseveralpa-
tients since Friday. Thesepeople
should have been in the system
already,assessedandgiveninfor-
mation,”saidanofficial.
A Delhi government official

said the issue has been raised
with higher authorities in the
government and a solution is
trying tobereached.

THEINDIANEXPRESS,MONDAY, JUNE22,2020

THEOUTBREAK THECITY

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

5

SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

ANELECTRICIAN by profession,
Rajesh Gupta displayed his
wares of the day — cabbages,
brinjals, onions, ginger and
lemon—on his cart in a lane in
Sangam Vihar, trying to make
the best of his new innings as a
vegetablevendor.
In SangamVihar, one of the

city’s biggest unauthorised
coloniesandhometoa largemi-
grantworking-class population,
unemploymentiscurrentlyubiq-
uitous.“Myeldersonworkedina

shopherebut theowner saidhe
can’tpaythestaff.Myyoungerson
alsotookoutavegetablecartbut
because sales are so low, the
amountspentonbuyingtheveg-
etableswas gettingwasted. So
nowbothof themarelookingfor
work,” said Bipin Gupta, a veg-
etablevendoratthemainmarket
inSangamVihar’sGblock.
Hearingthis,ParvatiRawat—

whowashagglingwithhimover
the price of coriander — also
piped up: “My husband is also
without work at home. He
workedasadriverforafamilyfor
many years, but they askedhim
to stop coming after the lock-

down. My son worked at a
counteratacinemahallandthese
were the first to close down.
Earlier this month, he finally
foundworkinGurgaonatacom-
panythatmanufacturesmasks.”
In this climate of pervasive

joblessness, residents are turn-
ing to improvisation and adap-
tationtomakeendsmeet.Rajesh
went through the lockdown
without any work. However,
even after the city began open-
ing up again, he found that he
wasnotbeingcalled forwork.
“People have no money to

spare so they’re only calling
when they have extremely ur-

gentwork.Beforethelockdown,
Iwas earning aroundRs1,000a
day but I found myself barely
earningRs300after that. Itwas
just not enough to run the
household, so for about aweek
nowI’vebeenbuyingvegetables
atOkhlamandiandsellingthem
inthegalis.ThatgetsmeRs200-
300per day, of which the profit
isnegligible,”hesaid.
His neighbour Rahmatullah

had gone back to his village in

Bihar’sMotihari district during
the lockdown but returned five
daysago,hopingtoresumework
at the garmentmanufacturing
unit inOkhlawhichusedtoem-
ploy him before the lockdown.
Thatwasnotsuccessful.Now,he
mans a ramshackle corner pan
andtobaccoshopthatusedtobe
runbyhis17-yearoldson.
“Myfamily isbackatourvil-

lage for now. I used to earn
around Rs 14,000 permonth at
thefactory,myoldersonusedto
ride an auto, the younger one
used to run this shop. So there
weremultiplepeopleearningfor
the family.Nowit’s justme,and

sincethere’snootherworktobe
found, I’m just sitting at this
shop. Yesterday, I made sales
worth Rs 500 — of which the
profitisjust10%—whichisnoth-
ing,”hesaid.
Many others have not been

abletoadaptinthismanner.“My
husband used to sell footwear
made here to shops inmarkets
likeGreaterKailashandShahpur
Jat.Now,nooneinthemarketsare
buyingthese.Theonlyworkthat
onemight get fromtime to time
isconstructionworkatthelabour
chowkbuthedoesn’tknowhow
todothatwork,”saidArtiDevi,an-
otherresidentof thearea.

ECLIPSED
Amultipleexposure imageof thetheannularsolareclipseasseenfromIndiaGateonSunday.PraveenKhanna

BJP asks its
MPs to visit
169 testing
centres

MAKING DO WITH LESS

No jobs, Sangam Vihar residents turn to vegetable carts, roadside shops

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

THE INCREASE in collection of
daily samples for Covid testing
inDelhi, after being nudged by
the Centre, has pushed up the
pendency of results in labs by
more than double within a
week — from 2,382 on June 12
to 7,439 on June 18 — official
records show.
TheUnionMinistryofHome

Affairs had on June 14 directed
the Delhi government to carry
out10,000testsdailybyJune16;
15,000byJune18;and18,000by
June 20. On June 14, 4,371 tests
wereconducted in thecapital.
According to data sourced

fromtheHealthDepartment,the
number of tests carried out on
June15,16,17and18were5,824,
6,510, 8,452 and 12,389 respec-
tively. The number of samples
collected were 6,105, 7,786,
8,093and15,766respectively.
As districts focused on col-

lectingmore samples, the pen-
dency went on increasing.
Expectingariseinpendency,the
healthdepartmenthaddirected
all labs—both inpublicandpri-

vatesector—toworkontheirfull
potential and “further ramp up
theirtestingcapacityonpriority
tomeet the increased demand
of processing”.
AccordingtoanICMRreport

datedJune20,Delhihas44labs,
out of which 19 are govern-
ment-runand25private.Outof
thegovernment-runlabs, three
are under the Delhi govern-
ment, while the rest function
under theCentre.
As per health department

data,thenumberofsamplescol-
lectedbythegovernmentpend-
ingatvariouslabswere3,478on
June15; 5,116on June16; 6,892

onJune17;and7,439onJune18.
The Delhi government did

not respond to requests for a
commentonthematter.District
Magistrates, on condition of
anonymity, said the increase in
pendency was along expected
lines as the capacity of process-
ing samples in the labs has not
increased asmuch as the daily
collection.
The ICMR had on June 14

written to the Union Health
Ministry saying Delhi’s overall
testingcapacityisaround18,000
samples per day, when taken
into account the advanced
COBAS6800testingmachinein-

stalled at the Centre-run
National Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC).
However,initsaffidavittothe

Delhi HC on June 9, the Delhi
governmenthadstated that the
city’s testing capacity stands at
around8,600perday—2,900in
government labs and 5,700 in
private labs. “NCDClabsandthe
labat IGIB,CSIRreceivesamples
fromall over the country, being
national labs,” the government
hadmentioned.
RT-PCR tests are considered

the gold standard frontline test
forthediagnosisofCovid-19.RT-
PCR tests takeminimumtwo to
five hours, which includes the
timetakenforcollectionofsam-
ples and their transportation to
labs.Inreality, ittakesmoretime
for the results to come out due
tocapacityconstraints.
Antigen detection tests,

whichwereinitiatedinDelhion
June18, throwupresultswithin
30minutes and do not require
conventionallabsforprocessing.
However, according to an ICMR
advisory, thosewho test nega-
tive in the rapid antigen test
shouldthenbetestedbyRT-PCR
toruleout infection.

COVIDFIGHT

15000

12000

9000

6000

3000

0
June12 June13 June14 June15 June16 June17 June18

■Samplestested ■Positive
■Negative ■Pending

5,
07
5

5,
92
5

4,
37
1

5,
82
4

6,
51
0 8,
45
2

12
,3
89

PENDENCYMORETHANDOUBLES

Testing in Delhi doubles in a
week, pending results up too

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

UNION MINISTER of State for
HomeAffairsGKishanReddyhas
written a letter to all BJPMPs of
Delhi, asking them to visit rapid
antigendetectiontestingcentres
in the capital. Covid-19 testing
through the rapid antigen
methodologyhadcommencedat
169centresinandaroundDelhi’s
containmentzonesonThursday.
“In order to augment the ef-

fortof theGovernmentofNCTof
Delhi, theGovernment of India,
afterhavingaseriesofdiscussions
under thechairmanshipofAmit
Shah ji with officers of GNCTD,
ICMR,Ministry of HomeAffairs,
hastakenadecisiontosetup169
rapid antigen detection testing
centresacrossalldistrictsofDelhi.
“Further, to inform that the

UnionMinister has desired that
you,beingtherepresentativefrom
your Lok Sabha constituency, it
wouldbe in the fitness of things
that you visit all testing centres
fallingwithin your constituency,
inco-ordinationwith thedistrict
administration,”theletterread.
WestDelhiMPParveshSahib

Singhsaidhehasvisitedaround
12 centres in his constituency
withofficials. “The idea is to see
if every centre is properly func-
tioning,infrastructureisinplace,
and if social distancing ismain-
tainedornot.”
Reddywas accompanied by

DelhiBJPpresidentAdeshGupta,
Northeast Delhi MP Manoj
Tiwari andother leadersduring
theinspectionofthetestingcen-
tres inAshokNagar and Sunder
Nagari on Saturday. East Delhi
MP Gautam Gambhir said he
wouldbevisitingthecentresthis
week. Reddy said the Centre
plans to conduct at least 6 lakh
rapidantigentestsatthecentres.

Severalcartshavesprungup
atSangamVihar.
GajendraYadav

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,JUNE21

FIVEDAYSaftera62-year-oldin-
mate of Mandoli Jail passed
away, his Covid-19 result has
come positive. This is the first
case of a Delhi prison inmate
succumbing to thevirus.
Delhi Prisons DG Sandeep

Goel said, “The inmate died of
noapparentcauseonJune15in
the evening, apparently while
sleeping. Inquest proceedings
and Covid-19 test were con-
ducted,theresultofwhichcame
positiveon June20.”
The inmate, Kanwar Singh,

wasconvictedandsentencedfor
life in a 2016 murder case in
Aman Vihar area. The DG said
the deceased had been at
Mandoli Jail since July2018.
Goel said, “The inmatewas

lodgedinaseniorcitizenbarrack
with28others.”Hesaidall28in-
mateswill now be tested: “We
aremonitoringtheirhealth.”
Singhwasasymptomatic,and

thesourceoftheinfectionhasnot
beenconfirmedyet,saidofficials.
After the report came positive,
SinghwascrematedasperCovid
normsandprecautions.
In March, two videos were

released from Rohini and
Mandoli jail by undertrial pris-
oners, alleging poor conditions
inside the barracks. Inmates al-
legedfoodwasn’tproperandthe
barrackswereovercrowded.
DGGoel said the allegations

were false and all barrackswere
beingmonitored byhealth offi-
cials every day: “Wemake sure
eachinmateisscreenedregularly.
Most positive cases in the jails
haverecovered,othersareasymp-
tomatic. For senior citizens,we
makesuretheirdietandhealthis
stable.Wealsohaveseparatebar-
racks forpositivepatients, to iso-
latethemfromothers.”
Delhi has three prisons —

Tihar, Rohini andMandoli—and
asof Sunday, at least 23 inmates
havetestedpositive for thevirus.
Of them, 16have recovered and
onehaspassedaway.

62-yr-old is 1st Covid
death at Mandoli jail

ANANYATIWARI
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

WITHTHE L-G ordering that all
those who test positive in the
city are to report to Covid care
centresforassessment,patients
quarantined in these facilities
saythatwhilebasic systemsare
in place, a few snags remain. At
present, thosewho have either
mild or no symptoms are being
referredtothesefacilitiesandare
givenbasicmedical support.
At the Government Girls

Senior Secondary school at
Badarpur,whichhas83patients,
MangalSharma(46),whoworks
as a private driver and lives near
South Extension Part II, was ad-

mittedonJune18afterhistestre-
port fromRamManohar Lohia
Hospitalconfirmedhewasposi-
tiveadayearlier.“Igotacallfrom
thehospitalthattheyaresending
anambulance,”hesaid.Onarrival
hewas given a bucket, soap for
cleaning clothes, toothpaste and
brushandablanket/sheet.
Sharmasaidauthoritiesasked

himifhehadaprivatebathroom
at home that could be used by
him exclusively. “I have three
familymembersathomeandwe
allshareonebathroom.Theysaid
thatIwillhavetogotothecentre.
Authoritiescamehomeandsani-
tisedeverything,”hesaid.
Housed in a roomwith four

people,hesaidlunchanddinner
are satisfactory but hewished

that theyconsideredthedietsof
patients:“Ihavediabetes,andin
themorningtheygivebreadwith
jam...Mysugarlevelsarefineand
monitoredbydoctors.”
He said cleanliness is also a

concern:“Theyhaven’ttakenthe
sheetsof previous inmateswho
have left, they are just lying
there. Wewere given just one
soap bar and I had to ask my
family to sendmore.”
A doctor stationed at the

school checks them daily, and
patients are allowed to take a
walk in theplayground.
Delhi government nodal of-

ficer Dinesh Kuman Dondyan
said theywould raise the issue
of meals with the vendor. "We
will inform the vendor about

this, though we do not give
sweetfoodassuch.Patientswith
co-morbiditieshavebeeneating
thesamefoodasothers.”

If patients housed at the fa-
cility developmoderate or seri-
oussymptoms,theyaredeferred
to dedicated Covid hospitals

whichhaveICUbeds,ventilators,
alongwithoxygensupport.
At present, there are 1,426

patientsin14Covidcarecentres
acrossthecity.Thereisspacefor
4,883more.
At Terapanth Bhawan in

Chhatrapur, Deepali (27) who
hasbeenadmittedsinceJune18,
with her daughter Khushi (11)
joiningonJune20,saidsheissat-
isfied with the facilities. “One
roomissharedwithanotherper-
son,andthere isatoilet,balcony
andAC.Thefoodisalsogood.”
Having a sore throat, the

South Delhi resident, whose
husbandhasbeenworkingsince
thelockdownasanemployeeof
a supplier of medical material
such as PPE andmedicines, got

testedatMadanMohanMalviya
Hospital on June 17. Four days
later, shegotacall fromthehos-
pital informingher of the result
andthatanambulancewill take
her to thecentre.
“I get a call thrice from the

doctor, who checks if we are
ok. I am currently having
paracetamol and vitamin C.
But there isno thermometer to
check if I have temperature,
though the doctor gives us
medicines if we feel that we
have it.” The facilityhas170pa-
tientscurrently, andhas theca-
pacity to house 180.
Naresh Kumar, in-charge of

the facility, said, “Doctors check
on them twice a day, and if
needed, alsovisit them.”

AtNehruHomeopathicHospital,oneof the14centres

At Covid care centres, basics in place, room for improvement

3,000 new cases, scramble to
arrange enough ambulances

Thecityhasbeenseeing
3,000-pluscases for thepast
threedays.PraveenKhanna

*Total active cases

Pvthospitals
willofferbeds
atsubsidised
rates:Order
NewDelhi:TheDelhigov-
ernmentsaid inanorder
onSaturdaythat108pri-
vate hospitals in the city
will provide all Covid-19
beds at subsidised rates.
TheDDMApassedanor-
der Saturday capping
charges inprivatehospi-
tals. Subsidised rates at
another seven hospitals
— Max Smart Super
SpecialtyHospital,Saket;
Sir Ganga Ram Kolmet
Hospital; Maha Durga
Charitable Trust; Sir
Ganga Ram City
Hospital; Cygnus
Orthocare; Saroj Super
Specialty Hospital; and
BansalGlobalHospital—
willbeapplicabletoonly
60% of the total beds
available,sincetheyhave
reservedmore than half
the beds for Covid pa-
tients. Before admitting
patientsintheremaining
40% beds, theywill have
to get a consent form
signed, theorder stated.

57,000UG
applicationson
2nddayofDU
registrations
NewDelhi:Onthesecond
dayof registrationsfor its
courses, Delhi University
saw 57,312 applications
for its undergraduate
courses,18,837 applica-
tions for its postgraduate
courses and 2,071 PhD
applications.Theregistra-
tion portal will remain
open till July 4. The bul-
letin of information has
been uploaded on the
universitywebsite.

Quarantine
centre
inaugurated
New Delhi: Delhi BJP
President Adesh Gupta
andMLAVijenderGupta
inauguratedanisolation-
cum-quarantinecentreat
AntarikshSociety,Rohini
Sector-14, Sunday. They
distributed food packets
and ration kits and also
gave away face masks
madebyself-helpgroups
at Sampurna Centre in
Sector-9,Rohini.ENS

BRIEFLY

CORONAVIRUS IN THECAPITAL

TOTAL CASES:59,746 | NEWCASES:3,000
Cases Recovered Deaths Tests

June19 3,137 1,828 66 13,074
June20 3,630 7,725 77 17,533
June21 3,000 1,719 63 18,105
Total 24,558* 33,013 2,175 3,70,014

*Total active cases

New Delhi
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

SENDING A MESSAGE
WHILE YOGA Daywas used by several personalities from
acrossthepoliticalspectrumtopromoteIndiaanditsculture,
LJP leaderChiragPaswanstoodout.Onsocialmedia,Paswan
postedpicturesof himperformingyogawithamessage: “To
keep away from violent and negative thoughts, the Chinese
government shouldalsopractice yoga so that they can learn
to live inunityandpeace insteadof violence.”

OFFICE RULES
WITH THE number of Covid-19 cases rising in government
buildings, manyministries have reintroducedwork-from-
home guidelines for a section of their staff, especially those
with comorbidities. In such times, a recent circular by the
ElectionCommissionstandsout. Thecommissionhasasked
all itsemployeestostartworkingfromofficewhilefollowing
preventivemeasuresissuedbytheHealthMinistry.Onlyem-
ployeesresidingincontainmentzonesarepermittedtowork
fromhome. The circular has officers and staff worried given
afewcaseshavealreadybeenreportedfromNirvachanSadan.

ISSUE AT HAND
WITHTHESupremeCourt deciding to stay theRathYatra in
Puri inviewof theCovid-19outbreak, theVHPhasgotanew
issue at hand. VHP secretary general Milind Parande on
Sundaysaid thecourtmust review its ruling.Hepointedout
that the yatra had been conducted uninterrupted for hun-
dredsofyearsandsaidthestategovernmentmustfindaway
out.Hearguedthatduetothepandemic,millionsofdevotees
are not expected to turn up. He said the apex court should
haveheardall stakeholdersor at least trusteesof the temple
beforedelivering theverdict.

SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI, JUNE21

ACTIVIST Gautam Navlakha’s
family and lawyers have raised
concerns regarding the “de-
plorableconditions”inwhichhe
has been kept at a school func-
tioning as a temporary jail in
Kharghar,NaviMumbai.
On Saturday, Navlakha,who

is under arrest in the Koregaon
Bhimacase,wasallowedaphone
call, inwhichheconveyedtohis
partner and lawyer that 350 in-
matesweresharingsixroomsat

theschool,withthreetoiletsand
acommonbathingspace.
Navlakha was shifted last

month from Tihar Jail to
Mumbai, and has since been
kept at the school as new in-
mates are supposed to bequar-
antined for 21 days to be
watched for coronavirus.
Navlakha’s partner Sahba

Husainsaidshespoketohimon
Saturday after a gap of 15 days
followingpermissionfromaspe-
cial court. “He said 350 inmates
havebeenkeptinsixclassrooms
withonlythreetoilets,sevenuri-
nals and one common bathing

space,withoutamugorabucket.
Heissharingaroomwith35oth-
ers,”Husainsaid.
Sheaddedthatmanyinmates

hadbeenforcedtosleepincorri-

dors,withoutanyaccesstofresh
air, andwere at risk of catching
skin infections due to the over-
crowding,apart fromCovid-19.
“This is sheer punishment

andinhumantreatmentofapo-
liticalprisonerlikehim,”Husain
said, adding that the inmates
weretotallycutoff fromtheout-
sideworld.
Denying the allegations, an

official said arrangements had
beenmade at the school as per
requirementsoftheprisonman-
ual, thesameasatothertempo-
rary jails across the state. “We
have so far not received any

complaintabouttheinadequacy
of toilets or bathrooms,” Raigad
CollectorNidhiChoudhari said.
She added that the inmates

mightbeshiftedoutbyendofthe
monthastheschoolmanagement
hasrequestedforthereturnofthe
premises. However, a Prison
Department official said a deci-
sionwasyettobetakenonthis.
Incidentally,several inmates

at the Kharghar school have
been there for more than 21
days, the stipulated quarantine
timebefore transfer to jail.
Navlakha,67,wasnamedasan

accusedbythePunepolicein2018

in connection with the Elgar
Parishadevent onDecember29,
2017. The police have said the
eventwasbehindtheviolencein
Koregaon Bhima on January 1,
2018.He surrenderedbefore the
NIA inDelhi onApril 14 this year
afterhispleaseekingextensionof
time to surrender, including on
grounds that hemight contract
coronavirusinprison,puttinghim
atriskgivenhisageandunderly-
ingconditions,wasrejectedbythe
SupremeCourt.Lastmonth,while
his bail pleawaspendingbefore
the Delhi High Court, he was
shiftedfromDelhitoMumbai.
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ARELATIVEwearingaprotection
kit will be allowed to sit in the
hospital roomwhere Madhya
Pradesh Governor Lalji Tandon
is admitted, a senior Medanta
Hospitalofficial saidonSunday.
Tandon,85,wasadmitted to

thehospital inLucknowonJune
11withbreathingproblems,dif-
ficulty inurination, and fever.
“Atthistime,heneedsmoral

support. A television has been
installed in his room.He is con-

scious.Hecannotspeakasatube
hasbeenputonhim.Buthewill
recognise you. Hewill raise his
hand, smile slowly. He is re-
sponding,”MedantaHospitaldi-
rectorRakeshKapoor toldPTI.
In a hospital bulletin issued

onSaturday, thedoctorhadsaid
Tandonwas in stable condition
andrecoveringslowly.

Eye on bypolls, BJP
skips action against
cross-voting MLA
MILINDGHATWAI
BHOPAL, JUNE21

TWODAYS after a BJP legislator
allegedlyvotedforCongresscan-
didate Digvijiya Singh in the
Rajya Sabha polls in Madhya
Pradesh,therulingpartyhasnot
evenservedashowcausenotice
toGunaMLAGopilal Jatav.
The four-time Dalit MLA al-

legedly voted for Singh despite
the party whip to vote for
Jyotiraditya Scindia in the elec-
tion to the Upper House on
Friday.
The decision to not act

against Jatav seems to be dic-
tatedbytheupcomingbypollsto
24 seats. The Dalit community
has substantial votes in the
Gwalior-Chambalregionwhere
mostof theseseatsarea.
On the day of voting, Jatav

claimed that he had voted for
Scindia but BJP leaders said he
votedforSingh.Beforecastingthe
vote,MLAshavetoshowtheballot
to authorised leaders present in
thevotingarea.WhenThe Indian
ExpresscontactedhimonSunday,
Jatavrefusedto comment.
Jatav’s vote did not make

any difference to the results,
because the BJP had sufficient
numbers towin two seats. But
it left the ruling party red-
faced, more so because three
national-level leaders of the
party, includingUnionMinister
Prakash Javadekar, were in

Bhopal. BJP leaders tried to
downplay the matter,
claiming it was a
human error.
A candidate required 52

first preference votes to win.
TheBJPhas107MLAs. TwoBSP
MLAs, one SP legislator and
threeof the four Independents
hadalsoassuredsupport to the
rulingparty candidates.While
Scindia got 56 votes, the other
BJP candidate Sumer Solanki
got 55. While Jatav allegedly
voted for Singh, thevoteof one
BJPMLAwas declared invalid.
“We are not even consider-

ing the issue now,’’ said a BJP
leader. Given that it’swell short
of majority in the 230-member
House,theBJPisnotkeenonact-
ing against Jatav. Even in the
Assembly session in July 2019,
the BJP, then in the Opposition,
hadnotactedagainsttwomem-
berswho votedwith the ruling
party on a Bill. The party had
then claimed that it had not is-
suedawhip.InRajyaSabhaelec-
tions,however, thepartyhadis-
suedone.
TheSamajwadiPartyhasex-

pelled its loneMLA inMadhya
Pradesh, Rajesh Shukla, who
voted for theBJP. Shukla saidhe
hadusedhisdiscretionbecause
thepartyhadnotgivenhimany
direction.
TheBSPisyettodecideonac-

tion against its twoMLAswho
went against the party’s stated
line tovote for theBJP.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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AS THE Covid-19 pandemic
rages around the world, many
patientshaveturnedtothetech-
niques of yoga to conquer the
disease, Prime Minister
NarendraModisaidonSunday—
the sixth International Day of
Yoga—as he emphasised the
need tobuild immunity against
thevirus.
Now, more than ever, the

worldisrealisingtheimportance

of yoga, Modi said in his early
morningaddress to thenation.
ThePrimeMinister, inhis15-

minutespeech,talkedaboutthe
different techniques and forms
of yogawhich, he said, canhelp
boost the respiratory and im-
munesystems.
“If our immunity is strong

thenwecanmoreeffectivelyde-
feat this disease. There are sev-
eraltypesofyogaasanastoboost
immunity. Those postures in-
crease the strength of our body
and strengthen our metabo-
lism,”hesaid.

The PrimeMinister also re-
ferredtoa“largenumberofCovid-
19patientsallovertheworld”re-

sortingtoyogatechniques.
“The Covid-19 virus specifi-

callyattacksourrespiratorysys-
tem. The one technique that
helps in strengthening our res-
piratory system the most is
Pranayama,i.e.thebreathingex-
ercise. In general, the ‘Anulom
VilomPranayam’ ismorepopu-
lar. It is also very effective... A
large number of Covid-19 pa-
tients all over theworld are re-
sortingtotheseyogatechniques
today.Thepowerofyogaishelp-
ingthemdefeatthisdisease,”he
said.

Modi’s exhortations came
evenasthisyear’sYogaDay,un-
dertheshadowofthepandemic,
wentbywithoutanyoftheusual
public gatherings. It was cele-
brated instead through elec-
tronic and digital media across
thecountry.
Appropriately enough, this

year’sthemewas‘YogaatHome
andYogawithFamily’.Theevent
is going digital for the first time
since June 21, 2015,when it be-
gan to be celebrated across the
world, coinciding with the
SummerSolsticeeachyear.

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,JUNE21

FIFTY-SEVENinmates, including
five pregnant girls, of a shelter
homeinKanpurhavetestedpos-
itive for coronavirus in the last
fourdays.AwomanClassIVem-
ployee at the shelter also tested
positive.
Ofthefivepregnantgirls,one

is HIV positivewhile another is
infected with Hepatitis C, said
Deputy Chief Probation Officer
Shruti Shukla.
Kanpur District Magistrate

BrahmaDeoRamTiwarisaidthe
five girls were pregnant when
they came to the shelter home
and are from Agra, Etah,
Kannauj,FirozabadandKanpur.
“The pregnant girls are vic-

timsof offences committedun-
der the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act
(POCSO)… Two of themwere
pregnantwhentheyreachedthe
home in December. They are
aroundeightmonthspregnant,”
saidShukla.
Thespreadof theviruscame

to light when one inmate was
foundpositiveinarandomsam-
pling test on June 12, said the
home superintendent.
Following this, all the 171 in-
mates were tested in the last
four days and 57 of them, aged
15-17 years, were found to be
infected.
Theshelterhomehouses in-

mates between 10 and 18 years
ofage,andtheyarekeptthereon
the directions of the District
Child Welfare Committee
(CWC). The remaining 114 girls
and 37 employees have been
quarantined in a separate
building.
TheKanpuradministrationis

trying to trace how the virus
reachedthehome.Officialssus-
pect that the Covid-positive
staffercouldbethesourceasshe
would visit hospital with in-
mates for their treatment. This
month,sixgirlshavecometothe
shelter home and one of them
has testedpositive.
“All 57 girls and thewoman

staffer of the girl’s home have
beenadmittedtohospitals,”said
Shukla.
The shelter home also has a

women’sprotectionhomeonits
campus. Samples of all the in-
mates were negative, said
Shukla.

Five pregnant
girls among 57
Covid-positive
inmates in
Kanpur shelter

Yoga helping people conquer Covid, says PM

MP Governor’s relative to
be allowed in hospital room

LaljiTandon

PMModi inDelhi ANI

GautamNavlakha

MARKING INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY
Enthusiasts performed exercises at their homes or in small groups, keeping inmind social distancing norms

Soldiersperformyoga inSiachen. PTI

SachinTendulkarandhis family inMumbai. Twitter
BJPchief JPNaddaathishome.PTI

Atanakhara, inNoida.GajendraYadav

Participantsworemasks in
lightof thepandemic, in
NewDelhi.PraveenKhanna

PresidentRamNathKovind
atRashtrapatiBhavanon
Sunday.PTI

ChhattisgarhChiefMinisterBhupesh Baghel
athis residence inRaipur. Twitter

VicePresident
MVenkaiah
Naiduandhis
wifeUshaat
their residence
inDelhi. PTI

350 in 6 rooms at jail quarantine, Navlakha reaches out to kin
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PRABHARAGHAVAN
&KAUNAINSHERIFFM
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THEnearly10weeksof thelock-
downsawa“significant”decline
in utilisation of the Pradhan
Mantri-Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-
JAY)bybeneficiaries,withaver-
age weekly claims falling 51%
comparedtothemonthsleading
upto it, officialdata shows.
Ananalysisofdatapublished

byPM-JAYforthelockdownpe-
riod(March25toJune2),against
the 12weeks before it (January
1 toMarch 24), reveals that the
decline included critical proce-
dures.Atthesametime,fewPM-
JAY beneficiaries availed of the
Covid-19 packages announced
in April andMay compared to
theoverallcaseloadinthecoun-
try, according to the National
Health Authority (NHA) that

monitorsthegovernment’sflag-
shipAyushmanBharat scheme.
Overall, therewas a 57% de-

cline in surgical procedures —
from62,630claimsperweekon
an average pre-lockdown to
27,167 during the lockdown.
Medicalcasesrecordeda46%fall
— 65,341 average claims per
week before the lockdown to
35,108.
In terms of average weekly

claims, PM-JAY witnessed an
80%decline inplannedcareand
56%inunplannedcarebetween
March25and June2.
The analysis, authored by

OwenSmith,ParulNaib,PulkitK
SehgalandSheenaChhabra,also
showeda “slight” shift fromthe
publictotheprivatesectorinthe
lockdown period, perhaps be-
causegovernmenthospitalsare
bearing the brunt of the coron-
avirusburden.
Theperiodalso sawadecline

(by68%) in theuseof respiratory
packages suchas those forpneu-
monia, febrile illness orpyrexia.
Since these symptomscorrelate
withCovid-19,theauthorssaidthis
showstherewasnocorresponding
surgedespitethepandemic,atleast
onthenationallevel.
“The future course of the

pandemic in India remains
highlyuncertain,butduringthe
lockdownperiodanalyzedhere,
there is littleevidenceofasurge
inCovid-19caseloadsatleaston
a national level. Therefore it is
more likely the threat of Covid-
19,nottheactuality, that isdriv-
ing the trends,” stated the au-
thorsof theanalysis,whichwas
publishedon June18.
Asof June10,atotalofnearly

8,500 tests and approximately
6,000 treatment packages had
beenavailedofbyPM-JAYbene-
ficiaries suspected of or con-
firmed to have coronavirus, the

NHA told The Indian Express.
Therewasahugejumpbetween
the figures for April (826 tests,
853 treatment packages) and
May(4,057testsand2,426treat-
mentpackages).
As of June 10, India had

1,33,632activeCovid-19cases.
The sharpest decline was

seeninnon-urgentelectivepro-
cedures such as cataract, and
knee and hip replacements.
From 4,073 average claims per
week for cataract, the number
fell to a dismal 50 in the first
weekofthelockdown,beforere-
boundingtoanaverageof687in
the last threeweeks. In case of
kneeandhipreplacements,cor-
responding numbers fell from
339to12inthe firstweekof the
lockdown,beforerisingtoanav-
erageof 165towards theend.
Thehigh-costcardiovascular

surgerieswitnessedanearly80%
dropinthefirstweekofthelock-

down. Aweek before the lock-
down, therewere 2,269 claims,
whichdropped to anaverageof
768 in the first three weeks of
the lockdown. In the last three
weeks,theaverageweeklynum-
bers rose to1,440.
Amongtheplannedandun-

avoidable emergency proce-
dures that could be life-saving,
one treatment that didn’t see a
majordeclinewaskidneydialy-
sis – seeing an average drop of
6%.Most of this declinewas ac-
counted forbyprivatehospitals
inMaharashtra (the state at the
heart of India’s Covid crisis),
which sawamassive 84% fall in
dialysis under PM-JAY. Similar
facilities inAndhraPradeshsaw
a fall of nearly40%.
Consequently, dialysis ac-

countedfor51%ofallclaimsun-
der PM-JAY during the lock-
down,comparedtoitsusual20%
share.

Cancer care procedures un-
der PM-JAY fell 64% across the
country,whileevenunavoidable
procedures likeheart stents,by-
pass, child deliveries and other
medicaltreatmentsdeclined56%
on average. The June 18 report
showedthatof these, “relatively
commonbut higher-cost” heart
procedureslikestentsandbypass
droppedaround78%initiallybut
thenpickedup.
Again,thesteepestdeclinein

oncology care was seen in
Maharashtra, followedbyTamil
Nadu (which also has a high
coronavirus tally).
NormaldeliveriesusingPM-

JAY across the country dropped
around 28%, and Caesarean by
23% — an overall fall of 26%.
Bihar’s public hospitals and
Chhattisgarh’s private hospitals
accountedforthelargestdropin
normal deliveries — approxi-
mately84%and95%respectively.

PM-JAY saw57 pc fall in surgeries,
46 pc inmedical care during lockdown
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Cloudyskiesplayedspoilsport inmanypartsof thecountryduringthe
annularsolareclipseonSunday.Solareclipsesoccurwhenthemooncasts
its shadowonthesun. Inanannulareclipse, thesun,moonandtheearthare
aligned inamannerthat thesunappearsonlyasaslimcircleof light fora
while.Theeclipse,beginningandendingwithapartialphase, lastedfrom
9.16amto3.04pm.

12.23PM,PUNE 12:52PM,CHENNAI

11.57AM,LUDHIANA 10.20AM,NEWDELHI

12:53PM,LUCKNOW
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CHASING THE ECLIPSE

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
thoughtChinawas“thegreatest
cheater in the world”, he was
“not sympathetic” to Prime
Minister NarendraModi on the
waiver to Iranoil sanctions, and
was worried about Pakistan if
Taliban regained control in
Afghanistan,formerUSNational
SecurityAdvisorJohnBoltonhas
claimed inhisnewbook.
If Bolton’sclaims inhisbook,

TheRoomWhereItHappened—a
White House Memoir, are to be
believed, he felt that the post-
Balakotcrisiswas“neverreally”a
crisis, but he had chosen not to
ignoreitsinceIndiaandPakistan
werenuclear-armedneighbours.
Bolton also claimed that US

envoy to the UN Nikki Haley
wantedtogotoIndiaandvisitthe
DalaiLama,butwasnotallowed.
In the290-pagebook, theUS

National Security Advisor from
April 2018 to September 2019
wrote that Trump told officials
“whyhe thought Chinawas the
‘greatest cheater in theworld’ as
recentlyprovenbytheirbehavior
inthetradenegotiations,thuspre-
cipitatingariffoneconomicpower
asthebasisofmilitarypower”.
On theUS sanctions against

countriestradingwithIran,Bolton
claimed,“Oneimportantloophole
for Iran was the oil waivers
granted to eight countries
(Taiwan,China,India,Japan,South

Korea, Italy, Greece, andTurkey)
whenrenewedsanctionstookef-
fect in November 2018, six
monthsafterUSwithdrawalfrom
the nuclear deal… Taiwan,
Greece, and Italy quickly halted
purchasesofIranianoil,sonotre-
newingtheirwaiverswasagiven.
State’sbureaucratsfoundendless
reasons to extend the other
waivers, as ‘clientitis’ took hold.
‘But India is so important,’ or
‘Japanissoimportant,’...Oneofthe
worstcasesinvolvedIndia,which,
liketheothers,wasbuyingIranian
oilatpriceswellbelowtheglobal
market because Iranwas sodes-
peratetomakesales.”
“India complained it would

be disadvantaged not only be-
causeofhavingtofindnewsup-
pliers, butalsobecause thenew
sourceswould insistonprevail-
ingmarket prices! India’smak-
ing this argument was under-
standable, but it was
incomprehensible that US bu-
reaucratsechoeditsympatheti-
cally,”heclaimed.
“HesaidexpresslyintheOval

onMarch 25, ‘I’m ready to cut
them off,’ and on April 12 said,
‘Increasethesanctions.Maxthem
out,doitrightaway,includingon
the oil,’ and onApril 18 said, ‘Go
to zero.’ In a phone call with
Pompeo, Trump had not been
sympathetic to India’s Prime
MinisterNarendraModi, saying,
‘He’llbeokay’,”Boltonwrote.
On theNikkiHaley incident,

he wrote, “Haley asked him
(Trump)aboutatripshewanted
to take to India to visit theDalai
Lama. The purpose of this trip
was unclear, other than getting
aphotoopwith theDalai Lama,
always good for an aspiringpol.
But the minefield she strayed
intobyraisingtheChinatradeis-
sue showed a political tin ear:
once Trump wondered how
Chinawould viewHaley’s see-
ing theDalai Lama, the tripwas
essentiallydead.”
On the post-Pulwama

Balakot episode, he wrote,
“...Afterhoursofphonecalls, the
crisis passed, perhaps because,
in substance, there never really
hadbeenone.Butwhentwonu-
clear powers spin up theirmili-
tary capabilities, it is best not to
ignore it…”
On Pakistan, he recalled ex-

plaining to Trump “why we
shouldcounterterroristsintheir
home base andwhy Pakistan’s
nuclear-weapons program
madeitimperativetoprecludea
Taliban haven in Afghanistan
thatmightacceleratePakistan’s
falling to terrorists”.

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR, JUNE21

FOURMILITANTS, including a
Pakistani national, have been
killed in two encounters in
SrinagarandKulgam,according
topolice.
“A total of two operations

have takenplace in theValley in
the last 24 hours. In Srinagar,
threemilitants were killed on
Sundayand theywere all locals.
InKulgam,aforeignterrorist,JeM
CommanderTayabWaleed,was
killed. In both the operations,
therewasnocollateraldamage,"
IGP Kashmir Vijay Kumar told
The IndianExpressonSunday.
A cordon and search opera-

tionwaslaunchedintheZadibal
areaofSrinagar,leadingtoagun-
battle on Sunday morning, in
which threemilitants affiliated
to theHizbulMujahideen (HM)
and Islamic State Jammu and
Kashmir (ISJK)werekilled.
Internet services were sus-

pended in Srinagar district be-
fore theencounter.
“Thehidingterroristswerere-

peatedly appealed to surrender
through family members and
communitymembersofthearea
buttheyinsteadstartedfiringin-
discriminately upon the search

party,whichwasretaliatedlead-
ing to an encounter,” J&K police
spokespersonsaid.“Allthekilled
terroristswereaffiliatedwithpro-
scribedterroroutfitHM/ISJK.”
Thethreemilitantswereiden-

tified as Srinagar resident
Shakoor Farooq Langoo, Shahid
Ahmad Bhat of Bijbehara’s
Semthan and Mohsin from
Srinagar’s Anchar, police said in
theevening.Mohsinwasmissing
sinceMay26,policesourcessaid.
A Pakistani national was

killed and twomilitants man-
aged to escape during another
encounter in Kulgam on
Saturday,police sources said.
“Thekilledterroristwasiden-

tified as TayabWaleed@ Imran
Bhai@GaziBaba,aPakistanina-
tional affiliatedwith proscribed
terror outfit JeM. According to
policerecordshewasoperational
commander of JeM andwas an
expert inmaking IEDs besides
beingasharpshooter,”thepolice
spokespersonsaid.
Police said they have recov-

ered a US-made M4 carbine
fromtheencounter site.
Addressing the media on

Sunday, IGP Kashmir said that
106militantshavebeenkilledso
far this year and there are 150-
200activemilitantsintheValley,
mostof theminsouthKashmir.

J&KPolice: Pak
national among
4militants killed
in2 encounters
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SENIOR CONGRESS leader
Ashwani Kumar on Sunday said
while the opposition cannot be
faultedforaskingthegovernment
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi “pertinent questions”, it is
time for the nation to present a
“unitedface”againstChina.
ArguingthattheIndiandiplo-

macy isnowontest,Kumarsaid,
“Wemustlendthemoralsupport
of the entire nation for them to
leveragethegoodwillenjoyedby
Indiainthecomityofnations.”He
said “Chinese aggressionwill be
resisted by the fullmight of the
Indianstate”andassertedIndia’s
“response to Chinese brutality
mustfactortheneedtoavengethe
martyrdomof ourbrave soldiers

whogavethesupremesacrificein
thelineofduty”.
“Whentheoppositionwants

to ask some questions, particu-
larlywhen these are concerned
withnationalsecurity,theoppo-
sitioncannotbefaultedinraising
pertinentquestions....Atthistime,
thenationhastoshowaunityof
purpose and thereforewemust
presentaunited faceagainst the
aggressor,”Kumarsaid.
HealsonotedCongresspres-

ident Sonia Gandhi’s statement
that while dealing with the
Chinese,thenationstandsbehind
theArmyandthegovernment.

PROFESSOR RATTAN LAL, the
winnerof thisyear’sWorldFood
Prize — considered the equiva-
lent of a Nobel Prize in agricul-
ture — says wemust improve
our soil health to not only to
boost crop productivity, and
make farming profitable, but
alsotomitigatetheeffectsofcli-
mate change. He spoke to
MANRAJGREWALSHARMAvia
Skype.Excerpts:

Whatwouldyourecommend
forthesuccessof small
farmers?
Punjab, Haryana, and Uttar

Pradeshhave a largenumber of
small farmers. For one, I would
urge themnot to burn the crop
residue. Burning of rice straw is

not good for the soil, environ-
ment, or thehumanhealth.
Second, all the crop residue

should be returned to the soil.
The soils in northern states are
depletedoforganicmatterpres-
ent in the top layer. Thismatter
shouldcomprisearound2-3per
cent of the top soil but in the
highly depleted Indian soils, its
percentage is about 0 .1-0.2 per
cent. We practice extractive
farming, take away everything,
anddon’tusecowdungmanure.
Wehave a rule of soil health

management called the law of
returns. Itmeanswhatever you
take fromland,youmustreturn
in some formor the other. If we
remove nitrogen, phosphorus,
potassium and organic matter

from it, wemust return it too.
Health of the soil is like the
healthofahumanbeing.Soil isa
bank account—you can’twith-
drawmore than you put in. So
lookafteryour soil.
Thirdly,don’tuseinputssuch

as fertilisers indiscriminately.
Farmers often broadcast fer-
tiliserinstandingwaterinpaddy
fields. The temperature is high
andmostof thisfertiliserwillei-
ther volatilise, causing global
warming, or leach into the
ground, affecting our health.
Inject fertiliser directly into the
soil, don’t broadcast on the sur-
face.
Fourthly,don’tusetopsoilfor

brickmaking. The top layer of
soilhasbeenbuiltbynatureafter

millionsofyears.Sandminingis
very bad for soil. Carve out spe-
cificminingsites,don’ttouchthe
restof the land.
Iwouldalso request farmers

not to practice flood irrigation.
Just likewecan’tbreathe inwa-
ter,norcantheorganismsinthe
soil.Adoptdripirrigation,itsaves

water,andplantsgrowbetteras
their roots don’t get drowned.
Floodirrigationmustbebanned.

Youbelievesoil isa living
organism.
Yes, soil is alive with 25 per

cent of all biodiversity. Did you
know that antibiotics like peni-
cillin come frommicroorgan-
isms living in the soil? But we
use fertilisers andpesticides in-
discriminately and the soil dies.
Soilmustneverdie. It shouldbe
protected, it shouldbe restored.
Our shastras say dharti ismata.
Earthshouldbeworshipped.

Shouldthegovernmenthelp
in implementingsoil rights?
Yes, the government should

reward farmers for ecosystem
services with an equivalent of
$16ayearperacre.Farmerswho
follow good practices, grow a
crop cover and let it mulch
shouldberewarded.Farmersnot
only produce healthy food but

also mitigate climate change,
and improvewaterquality.
Healthof thesoil, plants, an-

imals, environmentandthehu-
mans is interconnected. If the
soil health deteriorates, so does
ours.

Whatrolecanfarmersplay in
mitigatingclimatechange?
Farmersareabigstakeholder

in mitigating climate change.
Soilsarecarbonsinks—ifyouin-
crease the organic matter by
photosynthesisingCO2fromthe
atmosphereandbuilduptheor-
ganicmatter in India to 2 -3per
cent in the next 20-30 years,
many problems related to cli-
mate changewill be alleviated.
A healthy soil will protect you

from flooding in themonsoon
anddrought in thesummers.
Start the afforestation of the

Shivaliks to replenish our rivers
and groundwater besides put-
tinganendtofloodingandland-
slides.

DoesCovid-19presentan
opportunityfor farming?
Covid-19hasshownthatna-

ture can recover in a very short
time if you stoppolluting it and
adoptsustainablepractices.Dip
in pollution has improved the
quality of our air and water.
Sustainablefarminghasabright
future,andCovid-19haspointed
awayto it.

FULLINTERVIEWON
www.indianexpress.com
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THEGALWANValley in Ladakh,
whereIndianandChinesetroops
clashedonJune15,onceechoed
with songs by LataMangeshkar
andMohammedRafi.
PhunchokTashi, aveteranof

the1962Indo-Chinawar,recalls
a timewhen the Chinese Army
usedloudspeakerstoplayHindi
songs in an attempt to befriend
theIndiansoldiersandgetthem
to leave theirposts.
Now84-years-oldandliving

in Stok village, around 17 km
from Leh city, Tashi told The
Indian Express that two of the
songs the Chinese used to play
were Mangeshkar’sMan Dole
Mera Tan Dole from the 1954
movie Nagin, and Rafi’s Tumsa
NahiDekha fromthe1957movie
of thesamename.
“I was in Daulat BegOldi (in

Ladakh) aspart of 14 J&KMilitia
Company (which would later
formtheLadakhScouts).Wegot
orderstoreachGalwanValley.At
that time, our post was called
‘nayi post’ (newpost)... In those
days, it was considered a drop
zone and aircrafts used to drop
ration supplies.We used to pa-
trol using horses and yaks. I re-
member that Chinesewere on
top of the hill on the other side,
whilewereintheplains,”hesaid.
Tashisaidthetwosidesfaced

off for several days. “They kept
sittingon topof thehill on their
side and we on the ground on
our side. They had put up huge

loudspeakersandusedtomake
announcements in Hindi – Yeh
jagah na aapka hai, na hamaara
hai, aap bhi vaapis jao, hum bhi
vaapisjarahehain(Thislandnei-
ther belongs to you, nor us. You
also go back, we are also going
back). Then, after their lunch
time, they used to play songs...
Fordays, theykeptondoing the
same thing and playing these
songs,”Tashi said.
He said the purpose of play-

ingthesongswas“anattemptby
the Chinese to befriend us and
convinceus toheadback”.
Tashi, who retired as

Honorary Captain in 1988, said
the Chinese activity along the
LineofActualControlwasacom-
mon occurrence even in 1962.
“Therewasneveradisputesince
theywereontheirsideontopof
thehill andwewereonour side
oftheriverintheplains... Idonot
know the exact reason what
transpired the ongoing tension,
but itmustbebecause Indiahas
now created ample road infra-
structureonour sideof the LAC,
whichmight have troubled the
Chinese,”hesaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

CONTINUINGWITH a volley of
questions over PrimeMinister
NarendraModi’s remarksonthe
situationinLadakh,theCongress
Sunday askedwhether the PM
has endorsed the Chinese posi-
tionthatitsforcesneverintruded
intoIndianterritory.
Adayafter accusingModi of

having“surrendered”Indianter-
ritory to Chinese aggression,
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
onSundaytookanotherswipeat
him,sayingthat“NarendraModi
is actually Surender Modi”.
Hourslater,theCongress’ssocial
media department head Rohan
Gupta tweeted that “the bhakts
arealsonowhonestlyadmitting

thatitshouldbesurrenderModi
andnotSurenderModi”.
TheCPMtootargetedthePM,

sayinghis remarkshavecomeas
amajorsetbacktothelegitimacy
of theactofheroismof thebrave
soldiers and undermines the
strengthofthediplomaticefforts
to resolve thedispute. In a state-
ment, theparty said thegovern-
ment’sclarificationshavenotonly
failed to clear the air but have
addedtotheconfusion.
"To attribute the questions

arising from the PM's observa-
tionswhichcontradicts theposi-
tions of MoD andMEA to 'mis-
chievous interpretation' is, to say
the least, unfair.We seek a cate-
gorical response to the query
about theprecise locationof the
clashandthecircumstances that
led to it, which should help in

clearingtheairandcreatecondi-
tions for pursuing our officially
statedobjective of de-escalation
andrestorationofpeaceandtran-
quility...,” theCPMsaid.
Senior Congress leader Kapil

Sibal, at a press conference, said,
“Is it not correct that China has
never claimedGalwanValley as
its territory? Is it alsonot correct
that China has now committed
brazen transgressions into
Galwan Valley?... Why is the
PrimeMinister denyinghis own
DefenceMinisterandEAMstate-
mentthatChinesehavesoughtto
erect structure in the Galwan
Valleyonourside?...If ‘noonehas
intruded into our territory’ and
‘nooneisoccupyingourterritory’,
whatwasbeingerectedbyChina
orwhatstatusquoanteordisen-
gagementwereweseeking.”

MANAMANSINGHCHHINA
CHANDIGARH, JUN21

MAJOR GENERAL Lachhman
Singh Lehl, one of India’s finest
militarybrainsandoneof itslast
surviving officers to have taken
part in both the 1948 and 1971
wars,passedawayinNewDelhi
onSaturday.Hewas97.
Maj Gen Lehl was commis-

sioned in the Regiment of
Artilleryin1943.Hetookpart in
the 1948war in Jhangar area of
Jammu and Kashmir as a cap-
tain,andcommandedadivision
in the1971war.
For his role as a forward ob-

servationofficerwiththe50Para
Brigade, he was decorated
India’s third-highest gallantry
award, theVirChakra.
Punjab Chief Minister

Amarinder Singh tweeted.
“Sorry to learn of the passing
away of Major General LS Lehl,
whoplayedanimportantrolein
the 1971 victory in Bangladesh.
Myheartfelt condolences to his
family.RIP.”
MajGenLehlplayedapivotal

role in the 1971war in the East
Pakistan sector, which would
later come to be known as the
country of Bangladesh. Hewas
theGeneralOfficerCommanding
of 20MountainDivision,which
won the crucial battles of Hilli
andBogra.
The GOC of Pakistan’s 16

InfantryDivision,MajGenNazir
Hussein Shah, had surrendered
to Maj Gen Lehl at the end of
thewar.

JohnBolton

PhunchokTashi

Trump thought ‘China
greatest cheater in world’:
Former US NSA in memoir

In 1962, when Lata,
Rafi songs echoed
in Galwan Valley

Maj Gen Lehl,
renowned
veteran of 1948,
1971 wars,
dies aged 97

THE EXPRESS

INTERVIEW
WITH

RATTANLAL
WINNER,

WORLDFOODPRIZE

‘Soil a living being, can boost farm output, mitigate climate change’

Cong, CPM target PM for
remarks on Ladakh situation

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JUNE21

BJP PRESIDENT J P Nadda on
Sunday accused theCongress of
politicising every issue, from
Covid-19 to the standoff with
Chinaandslammeditfor“break-
ingthemoraleof theArmy”.
Addressing a virtual rally,

Nadda said, “We have been in
Opposition for a long time. In
1962, when there were prob-
lems,westoodwiththegovern-
ment. Similarly, in 1965, our
party stood with the govern-
ment. Then, in the 1970s,when
wehad to get Bangladesh inde-
pendence, our party stoodwith
the government. But when the
Corona pandemic came or
China, the Congress has always

done politics andwemust un-
derstand this...Wehavebeen in
Opposition for a long time. You
cantaketuitionsfromusonhow
tobe in theOpposition.”
“Let’s talk about Galwan

Valley. Theway our Armywas
fighting there and taking care of
every inch of our land and pro-
tected our borders…Where the
entire country is standingwith
them,theCongresspartyiswork-
ing day andnight to break their
morale.We are not asking you
howmuch landChina tookdur-
ingUPA (rule)…Today,we can
saywithpridethatfrom2014till
now,98percentof border roads
havebeenmade,”saidNadda.
Taking a dig at CongressMP

RahulGandhi,hesaid,“Narendra
ModiisnowSurenderModi.Heis
notonlytheleaderofhumans,but

also of thedevtas. Youhave said
thisonTwitter.Youshouldunder-
standthelanguageofGod.Modiji
isnotonly the leaderof humans,
butalsoofdevtas,”saidNadda.
Nadda thanked partywork-

ers across the country for help-
ing people during the Covid-19
outbreak. “When theworld su-
perpowerswerefeelinghelpless
and smaller countries’ health-
care systemswere alsohelpless
andbreakingdown…Inthesit-
uation,Modijigaveleadershipto
acountryof135crorepeople.He
imposedatimelylockdownand
tookdifficultdecisionsandkept
thepeopleof this country safe,”
hesaid.
Speaking at the virtual rally,

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
thankedthePrimeMinisterforhis
leadershipduringtheoutbreak.

Corona or China, Cong has
always done politics: Nadda

Congress
leader
Ashwani
Kumar

‘Time for nation to present
united face against China’

New Delhi
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UNLIKE CHINA
India’sdemocracyisbestservedbyOppositionthatasks

questionsevenasitshowssolidarity,governmentthatanswers

P
RIMEMINISTER NARENDRAModi’s concluding remarks at the all-party
meeting on Friday sparked confusion and invited questions. Neither has
anyone intruded into Indian territory, nor has anyone capturedmilitary
posts, thePMsaid.Thisdidn'tseemtosquarewiththeofficialcommunica-
tiononExternalAffairsMinisterSJaishankar’sphoneconversationwithhis

Chinesecounterpart inwhichhetoldhimthatChinesetroops’attemptstoerectastruc-
tureinGalwanValleyontheIndiansideof theLACreflectedanintenttochangethefacts
on the ground. The statement seemedmore problematic seen alongside the unprece-
dentedandformalChineseclaim,alsoonFriday, thattheGalwanValleyis locatedonthe
Chinese side of the LAC. The PMOclarified on Saturday, saying that the PM’s statement
pertainedtothesituationaftertheclashof June15,andthegovernmentunderlinedthat
theChinese claimtoGalwanValleywasnot inaccordancewithChina’s ownposition in
thepast. Given thenatureof the LACdispute, its history and, as importantly, its geogra-
phy, ambivalence over framing itwill always be fraught.More sowhen lives have been
lost and tempersarehigh. That’swhy it’sdisappointing that in its clarification, thePMO
labelled the questioning of the PM’s remarks as “mischievous” and “motivated propa-
ganda”, an “unnecessarycontroversy” to “lower their (soldiers’)morale”.On thedayaf-
ter, theproblem isnot just that thePMO’s clarificationmaynot set thequestions to rest
—butalso that itpaints theveryactof questioningas improperand illegitimate.
That the government held an all-partymeeting and that the PMspoke to leaders of

theOppositiononthe face-offwithChinaspeaksof ademocracythatdoesnot freezeor
shutdownincrisisbut seeks tohandle it throughmeans thatonlydemocraciespossess
—acomingtogether,apoolingofwisdomandresources,acrosspoliticalandpartylines.
ThesoldierswhodiedontheLACwerefightingforanationthattakesprideinthespaces
andfreedomsofall itscitizens,acrossdivisionsandfaultlines,toaskquestionsof,andar-
guewith, their government. It is alsobecause India is anopensociety that, in this coun-
try, thesoldierswholost their livesonthenightof June16havebeengivenpublic funer-
alsevenasChinarefuseseventoacknowledge,muchlesstopubliclymourn,itsowndead.
Eversincethiscrisisbegan, leadersof theOppositionhave, infact,showedadmirable

maturityandrestraint,exceptfortheoddexceptionlikeRahulGandhi’s immature“why
ishehiding”and“SurenderModi” targetingof thePM.Leading lightsof theOpposition,
fromMamataBanerjeetoMayawatitoSharadPawar,havenotgivenintothetemptation
of usinga troublednationalmoment tosettlepolitical scores. Thegovernmentneeds to
reciprocate—notonlybytakingtheOppositiononboard,butalsobyrespectingitsright
toaskquestions,withoutattributingmotivesorname-calling.AsIndiaframesaresponse
toChina’sactofaggression,andpreparesforthelonghaulahead,nationalinterestisbest
servedbyanOppositionthatasksquestionsevenasitshowssolidarityandsupport,and
byagovernment that listens—andanswerswithhonestyandcivility.

RETURNING TO THE CITY
Aseconomicactivity resumes,governmentmusteasepassage

ofmigrantworkers tooldandnewplacesofwork

T
HE PHASE OF large-scale exodus of migrantworkers frommajor urban
and industrial centres to their home states is over. Not only has Prime
MinisterNarendraModiemphasised“unlock,unlock,unlock”astheway
forward,many industries have restarted in some form. Sectors such as
FMCGarereportinghigherdemand—whetherforstaples,biscuits,snacks

andinstantnoodlesorsoapsandsanitisers—thanevenduringpre-COVID,simplybecause
ofmorepeoplestillsittingat, ifnotworkingfrom,homes.Whilethehealthcareandtele-
comindustriesoperatedevenduringthe lockdown,onecanexpectothersaswell—the
needtoavoidcrowdedtravelingandshoppingshould,forinstance,benefittwo-wheeler
makersande-commerceplatforms—torampupcapacityutilisationinthecomingdays.
Allthisshouldresultinthereturningmigrantlabourersleavingtheirvillagesagain.Their

goingbackwas,afterall,triggeredbythesuddenlossofworkandnoearningsforevensus-
tainingthemselves,letalonesendinghome.Itwasanentirelyrationalresponse.Thatsame
logicwouldmake themhead again to their erstwhile or newplaces ofwork.Manpower
shortages inproductionassembly lines, loadingandunloadingof goodsormakinghome
deliverieswillforceFMCGcompanies,automanufacturersandonlinegrocerstopayhigher
wages intheshort run.Paddygrowersof PunjabandHaryana,whohavealwaysreliedon
migrantworkersfortransplantationoperations,areleftwithnochoiceeither.Forthelabour-
ers, too, thewagepremiumsandlackof livelihoodoptionsbackhome—MGNREGAwork
paysjustRs194daily inBiharandRs201inUP—aregoingtobesignificant“pull” factors.
TheModigovernmenthas launchedaGaribKalyanRojgarAbhiyantoprovide liveli-

hood opportunities through focused public infrastructureworks in 116 districts with
largereturneemigrantworkerpopulations.Butsuchschemescannotsubstitute forpri-
vate sector activity inwhich this workforcewas previously engaged. There is a strong
case to increase thenumber of trains fromUP, Bihar, Jharkhand,West Bengal andother
migrant labourer-origin states,with strict enforcement of social distancing,wearing of
masks andno issuing of unreserved tickets. Such trainsmay currently be runningwith
lowridershipnumbers.Butthatwouldchangeasthedemandforlabourpicksup.There-
sultant trickleof people returning forworkcanbemanagedbetter—and inamorehu-
maneway—thanduring theexodus.

A time for maturity

Yogendra Yadav

Thecountryneedsade-escalationof rhetoric. The
governmentneedsroomtodecide its strategy

THEALL-PARTYMEETmayhavehelpedtofur-
thernationalinterestinawaythatnoneofthe
leadersmayhaveintended.ThePMwantedit
tobeashowofhissupport;hisownstatement
andits inevitablefalloutresultedinshowcas-
ing the critics. TheCongress took thewrong
posturefortherightreasons:Itwantedtoask
correct questions to the government, but
endedupappearingpetty.Thenon-Congress
opposition said the right thing for thewrong
reasons:Theywereeitherkeentocurryfavour
withthecentralgovernmentorhappytoletit
cook its owngoose. In the end, the “hidden
hand”ofdemocraticpoliticsensuredthatacol-
lisionofthesepettydesignsproducedacollec-
tivegood:TheNarendraModiregimereceived
amuch-neededbreatherwithoutaringingen-
dorsement.
Thisneeds tobebuiltupon.Thestand-off

withChinahas exposed that this regimehas
compromised national interest. Let us not
compound thedamageby trying to focuson
itsfailuresinthemidstofanationaleconomic
crisis andhealth emergency. The only thing
worsethanwhatthisgovernmenthasalready
donewouldbe a knee-jerk attempt to undo
thedamageviasomegimmickthatisboundto
boomerang and inflict deeper injury to na-
tionalinterest.
Lettherebenoconfusiononthisscore.We

arenot lookingatoneerrorof judgment.The
presentmessisaresultofatleastfivefailures.
Lackoflong-termforeignpolicyforesightcom-
binedwithintelligencefailuretoanticipatethe
Chinese incursion, refusal to respondonce it
was discovered, loss of nerve in backing the
groundtroopsandfinallyeconomyoftruthin
facinguptoandsharingtheharshgroundre-
alitywiththenation—allthishasledustothe
embarrassingmessthatwefindourselves in.
True, facing up to determined assault from
China is not easy andanyother government
maynothavemadeadramaticdifference.But
thechasmbetweenclaimsandrealitymaynot
havebeenasbig.
Theprimeminister’s desire for global ap-

probation and anoverwhelmingneed to be
seenontheworldstageisonlymatchedbyhis

lackofunderstandingofhowinternationalpol-
iticsoperates.Thefailureisastonishinglycon-
sistent, fromhis aborted attempt at cultivat-
ingNawazShariftoimaginingthatheisaclose
buddyof theUSPresident topretending that
he enjoys a special personal rapportwithXi
Jinping.ThePMcannottellpersonal-publicity
gainsforhimselffrompolicy-politicalgainsfor
thecountry.Whilehecouldgetawaywiththe
u-turnonPakistanandthecountryisyettosee
thecostofTrump’srepeatedsnubs,thelackof
foresight inmaking senseof theChinesede-
signs is nowpainfully evident and lies at the
bottomofthecurrentfiasco.
Thiswas reinforced by a series of opera-

tional failures. Clearly, thegovernment failed
toanticipatetheseriousnessoftheChinesein-
cursionthistimeduetoaKargil-likegoof-upin
usingtheavailablemilitaryandelectronic in-
telligence.Once the incursion tookplaceand
wasknown,thegovernment’sentirefocuswas
onperceptionmanagementratherthanman-
agement of the borders. Oddly, the govern-
ment’s successwith thepliantmediawas its
undoing as it could not leverage domestic
democraticnoisetoitsadvantage.Throughthe
charadeofde-escalationanddisengagement,
Chinacouldseethat thegovernmentof India
wasunder little domestic pressure to regain
theterritoriesfreshlycapturedbythePLA,that
everythingwasnegotiable.Andwhenitcame
toactualconfrontation,thepoliticalleadership
showeda loss of nerve. The “noescalationat
anycost”messagefrompoliticalleadersmeant
thatChinawasfreetoescalatecostsforIndia.
Theworstfailure,andtheoneattherootof

allotherfailures,isthefailuretofaceandstate
the truth. Ever since news of the incursion
startedfilteringin,thegovernmentwentona
drive to coverup the facts about theChinese
occupation, culminating in the PM’s lie (“no
oneentered”) in theall-partymeet. Thiswas
notjustafauxpasatoddswiththewell-known
factsandtheofficialpositionof theMEA.This
statementwasprepared, perhaps rehearsed
and thenbroadcast to theworld,without an
appreciationof its diplomatic consequences.
ThereislittlesurprisethattheChinesepropa-

gandamachine is gleefully translating and
spreadingourPM’smessage for its ownpur-
pose. In anyother country, such a statement
bytheheadofthegovernmentcouldendanger
hispoliticalcareer.
Yetthisisnotthetimetofocusnationalen-

ergy onhis blunder.Weneed to remember
that thismess is not just of hismaking. Any
governmentwouldhavetodealwiththehuge
and difficult legacy on the Chinese border.
Besides, in a democracy, there is a time for
everything. There is time for national unity
and there is time for political contestation.
Anyonewhoputsnationalinterestabovetran-
sientpoliticalgainswouldnotwishtopinthe
governmentdownat this stage for its failure
andcertainlynot topush it intoamisadven-
tureeitheronthemilitaryoreconomicfront.
Jingoisticnationalismisthelastthingweneed
today.
National focusonexternal securityat this

stagewouldbeahugedistractionfromtheon-
goingmedicalemergencyandeconomiccrisis,
somethingwe simply cannot afford. Even a
partialdiversionofnationalresourcesforamil-
itaryengagementwouldbleedoureconomy
andextinguishwhateverlittlehopeswehave
of a timely recovery from the present eco-
nomiccrisis.Besides,evenifwewerenotfac-
ingthistwinchallenge,retaliationisnotawise
move. The only thingworse than a simple-
mindedpacifism is hot-headedmilitarism.
Notwithstanding the bravery of our armed
forces,anyattemptatmilitaryretaliationcould
becounter-productive.Wecannotaffordaflat-
footedeconomicboycotteither.
So,this isamomenttotakeadeepbreath,

think of the long-termstrategic, diplomatic
and economic options available to recover
whatwehavelost.Thecountryneedsade-es-
calation of rhetoric. The government needs
someroomtodecide its strategy.Maturena-
tions do not reactwhen provoked, they re-
spondwhen they choose to.Hemaynotde-
serveitorevenacknowledgeit,butthis isthe
timetohelpthePMretrievethesituation.

ThewriterisnationalpresidentofSwarajIndia

We need to remember that
this mess is not just of the
PM’s making. Any
government would have to
deal with the huge and
difficult legacy on the
Chinese border. Besides, in a
democracy there is a time for
everything. There is time for
national unity and there is
time for political
contestation. Anyone who
puts national interest above
transient political gains
would not wish to pin the
government down at this
stage for its failure and
certainly not to push it into a
misadventure either on the
military or economic front.
Jingoistic nationalism is the
last thing we need today.
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NoGovernmentcanbe long securewithout

a formidableOpposition.
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RajeshKochhar

WHY THE STATUE WAS TOPPLED
Slavetradermonumentmemorialisedmindsetthathasnoplaceinmodernworld

BLACKLIVESMATTERprotestorsatBristolin
England toppled an 18-ft-high statue of a
17th-century slave-trader, Edward Colston,
andthrewitintotheriver.Thestatue,erected
more than a century ago, commemorated
his philanthropy. From today's perspective,
what he didwith hismoney pales into in-
significancecomparedtohowhecamebyit.
For400years,slaveryhadthesanctionof

thechurch,royalty,merchants,scientists,and
the public. Prince Henry the “Navigator”,
who initiated theexplorationof theAfrican
westcoast,wasappointedtheGrandMaster
of thewell-endowedOrder of Christ by the
Pope.TheOrderbecametheprince’spower
base,providinghimwithfinancialresources
anddisciplinedmanpower.
In1441,ahandfulofAfricannativeswere

captured and brought to Portugal. In 1444,
anexpeditionunderthebannerof theOrder
ofChristreturnedwithacargoof235slaves.
One-fifthofthenumberwerehandedoverto
the church, which converted them to
Christianityandsold them.
Englandmadeamodestbeginninginthe

slave trade in 1562when Sir JohnHawkins
sent300slavesfromAfricatoanislandinthe
WestIndiescalledHispaniola.Hisyoungrel-
ative, FrancisDrake, beganhismaritimeac-
tivitiesunderhisguidance.Inhisadventures,
HawkinshadthesupportofQueenElizabeth
who was making a significant statement
whenthe1581ceremonytoconferaknight-
hoodonthenavigator,sea-pirate,slave-run-
ner and patriot, Sir Francis Drake, was held
not inherpalacebutonhis ship,TheGolden
Hind.
In1660,KingCharlesIIgavearoyalchar-

ter to the Company of Royal Adventurers
Trading to Africa. Three years later, its re-
newed charter explicitly mentioned slave
trade as one of its activities. By this time,
England had acquired colonies in St Kitts,
BarbadosandJamaicaintheWestIndies,and
MarylandandVirginia inNorthAmerica. In
1672, the company made way for Royal
African Company (RAC), which lasted till
1752. These two companies included as
stockholdersmembers of the royalty, other
influentialpersons,theLondoncommercial
establishment, andColston. Between1672-
1713, RAC bought 1,25,000 slaves on the
African coast of which 1,00,000 reached
EnglishWest Indies where theywere sold.
In1660itself,CharlesII issuedaroyalcharter
totheRoyalSocietyalso.TheSocietywasde-
scribedasatwinsisterof theslavecompany.
It owned stock in it and held overlapping
membershipwithit.Theexploitationofslave
labourand theadvancementof naturalhis-
tory proceeded hand in hand. Finally,
England banned slave trade in 1807, and
abolished slavery in 1833. By this time,
Englandwaswell-entrenched in India and
itseconomyhadbecome industrial.
The ban on slave trade did notmean its

immediatebanishment. In1830,SirCharles
Malcolm, superintendent of the Bombay
Marine,decidedtomeettheshortageofsea-
men in the BombayMarines (later Indian
Navy)byimportingmanpowerfromtheeast
coastofAfricaandthenearbyislands.These
ports were already notorious as “the great
emporiaof theslave trade”.
CommanderJohnCroftHawkinswasdi-

rected to bring “as many able-bodied lads

as you can, in age from twelve to eighteen,
free from all disease and bodily infirmity,
and of that compact symmetry best calcu-
lated for seamen”. He bought about 30
Negroboys, someofwhomwere“of amore
tenderagethanwasauthorised”.Twoof the
boysstatedbefore themagistrate that they
had not received anymoney but had been
ordered by their master to board the ship
toBombay.
Hawkinswas held guilty of slave trade,

imprisoned, and ordered to be transported
toAustralia for a termof seven years. In the
eyesoftheestablishment,hehaddonenoth-
ingwrong.Hewas seen as the victim in the
warfarebetween the judiciary and thegov-
ernment. From Bombay, he was taken to
Madraswherehewasfetedasanofficerand
a gentleman. On reaching Jakarta, the cap-
tain decided that the ship would change
course and proceed to England. In London,
theKinggavea freepardontoHawkins.The
EastIndiaCompanycompensatedhimfinan-
cially and tookhimback into servicewhere
he flourished.
Slavery treated the enslaved as sub-hu-

man, nothing more than muscle power.
Banningapracticethroughlegislativeaction
doesnotaffect thatmindset.Changingit re-
quires coordinatedactionon legislative, ex-
ecutive, social, and economic fronts.When
the extant framework is being challenged,
insisting on lawandorder is tantamount to
preserving and strengthening the discred-
ited framework.

Kochhar isauthorofTheVedicPeople:
TheirHistoryandGeography

England made a modest
beginning in the slave trade
in 1562 when Sir John
Hawkins sent 300 slaves
from Africa to an island in
the West Indies called
Hispaniola. His young
relative, Francis Drake,
began his maritime activities
under his guidance. In his
adventures, Hawkins had
the support of Queen
Elizabeth who was making a
significant statement when
the 1581 ceremony to confer
a knighthood on the
navigator, sea-pirate, slave-
runner and patriot, Sir
Francis Drake, was held not
in her palace but on his ship,
The Golden Hind’.

CHINA’S DEAL
CHINA SUGGESTED THAT its border prob-
lemwithIndiabesettledonthebasisof the
present line of actual control. In an inter-
view to the editor of a New Delhi defence
journal, the Chinese vice-premier, Deng
Xiaoping, said; ‘‘I thinktheborderproblem
between IndiaandChinacanbesolved ina
package deal". In the eastern sector, China
could recognise “the so-called McMahon
Line”,whichwasaleftoverbyhistory.Asked
to elaborate, Deng said: “While we can
recognise thepresent lineof actual control
to theeastensector, Indiashouldrecognise
thestatusquo in thewesternsector”.Deng
saidthat if thetwosidescouldnotreachan

accordonthisproblem,“thenwecanput it
aside” .“Thisproblemshouldnothinderde-
velopment of relations between our two
nations”. Inreplytoanotherquestion,Deng
said there were no serious differences be-
tween the two countries on international
issues. He said he was aware that Prime
Minister IndiraGandhiwaskeentosolveall
disputeswithChina.OntheKashmir issue,
Dengsaid:“This isaproblembetweenIndia
and Pakistan and should be settled amica-
bly” (China has until now supported the
Pakistani stand that thepeople of Kashmir
should be allowed the right of self-deter-
mination).HesaidtheChineseforeignmin-
ister,HuangHua,wouldvisit Indiasoonand

inviteMrsGandhi to visit China. China has
been claiming about 1,15,000 sq km of
Indianterritory.Of this, it isactually inpos-
sessionof about25,000 sqkmin thewest-
ern sector.

BOOSTING POWER
MOST STATES HAVE agreed to Prime
Minister IndiraGandhi's suggestiontoplan
their power generating capacities at least
10 per cent ahead of the rate of growth in
demand.Thetwo-dayconferenceofpower
ministerswhich ended inDelhi today, also
agreedtotheproposal fora420kvnational
power grid in the central sector to come to
theaidof thestateswhichrunintodistress.

JUNE 22, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO

New Delhi
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“The fact is that instead of being a regional bully, India must learn to peacefully
coexist with all its neighbours in the spirit of harmony and mutual respect.”

—DAWNTHE IDEASPAGE
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

The estimated economic cost
of rice in 2020-21 is Rs
37,267/tonne and that of
wheat is Rs 28,838/tonne.
Even if one takes a
conservative and lower
ballpark figure of Rs
30,000/tonne for simplicity
as the combined economic
cost of rice and wheat, the
value of this ‘excessive stock’,
beyond the buffer norm, is
Rs 1,50,000 crore. This is
unproductive capital locked-
up in the Central pool of FCI.
Unlock this by liquidating
‘excess stocks’ through open
market operations as much
as can be done by inviting the
private sector in a big way to
hold these stocks, at
whatever reasonable market
price it can get.

Findingway forward
Belatedall-partymeetingexhibitedmuch-
neededsupport forgovernment, also flagged

issues thatneedtobeaddressed

SOMEYEARSAGO,assomeoneaspiringto
be the primeminister of India, Narendra
Modi had alluded tomy friendly visit to
Chinaandproclaimedthatweshouldhave
shown “red eyes” to Beijing instead. I had
become external affairs minister after a
long journey India and China had em-
barked upon together, following then
PrimeMinisterRajivGandhi’spath-break-
ing visit which resulted in a thaw of the
post-1962freezeinrelations.Wetooksev-
eralstepstorepairthedamagethatoures-
trangementhadcaused.Weoptedtoopen
up trade and business with China, unde-
terred by the pending issue of the LAC.
RegardingthesensitivityabouttheLAC,we
had the Peace and Tranquility agreement
withamechanismforperiodictalksatthe
level of Special Representatives. Slowand
steadywas themutually acceptedpace to
iron out the differences of perception on
theLAC—inthehopethatwewould,ulti-
mately,beabletoaccomplishdemarcation.
This allowedperiodic stand-offs between
theIndianArmyandthePLAtoberesolved,
despite the differing perceptions regard-
ing theLAC.
The reports of themost recent trans-

gressions by China, in terms of the places
on themap and the number of incidents,
suggest that the current scenario is quite
different from the pattern of the past.
Similarly,ourresponse,too,seemsdifferent
in that the talks initiated aremilitary-to-
militaryinsteadofbeingsteeredbythefor-
eignministry.Themilitarycan,atbest,take
steps to reduce the local tension and give
feedbackforthegovernmentstolookatthe
differences of perception again. But this
time, the Chinese seem to be looking for
somethingelse.Thereisapoliticalmessage
thatcanbeseeninthecontextofconcerted
effortsbeingmadetosurroundandisolate
China. The concerns about the origin and
handling of COVID-19 as well as US
President Donald Trump’s calculations
haveonlyaddedto thepressure.
Whatever be China’s ambitions in the

EastChinaSea,theIndianOcean,theOBOR,
and theworld, India needs to take a posi-
tionthatsuitsitandaddressesitsimmedi-
ate concerns rather than play “follow the
leader” to those whose current position
might be adversarial to China but could
change radically in a short period. India
mayhaveenoughforitself intermsofmil-

itaryware,butitisfarfromadequatetoen-
gage in a two-front engagement and join
inpolicing the Indo-Pacific.
Ifwethinkcarefully,wewouldat least

figure out that an India-Chinawar is nei-
therdesirablenorfeasible. Infact,nowaris
reallypossible inour times. In the coming
years, we might all have to think more
about economic survival thandominance
andpowergames.
Where is the charm that PMModi re-

serves forglobal colleagues?Couldhenot
havedrawnonhisreserves,ashedrawson
theRBIreservestokeepthedomesticecon-
omyfromstallingincrisis?Orarewetobe-
lieve that China is immune to the charm
anditssenseofself-interestissostrongthat
familiar gesturesmean little. Be that as it
may,withthereportof tragiccasualtieson
the Indian side, the first since 1975, this is
no longer something that can be treated
with a shrug of “this too shall pass”. We
have reached the point of no return, so to
speak.ThequestionsposedbytheCongress
mightnotbeanswered,but thingscannot
goon like this.
Ifwarisnotapracticalsolution,howdo

wego forward?Tobeginwith,wehave to
gaugehowmuchChina flexes itsmuscles
to dominate and expand, or howmuch it
is prepared to engage in somesymbolism
that it thinks serves another purpose.
Whileweareonthatjob,wemightaswell
figure out howwewant to position our-
selves.Wewanttoleadintheworld—and
wecan,insoftware,sports,culture,etc.We
also want to be an economic power that
canmatchChina—perhaps indue course
it is possible, butwith a lot of hardwork.
Wewant to be amilitary power tomatch
Chinaaswell, forwhichwewillhavetoin-
novate on the strategies of warfare and
training.Wewanttowinfriendsandinflu-
ence people, but for that wewill have to
showthat liberty isuniqueto India for the
world toemulate.
Whatever callwe take,Doklammust-

n'tberepeated. It is for thegovernmentof
the day to find the way and not for the
Opposition to shoulder the burden. Our
abilitytopulloff surgicalstrikesandairat-
tacks, surely, is a reputation that doesnot
confine itself to our western border. Of
course, the targetmightnotbeanequally
sitting duck.We need to draw the line of
honourwith care, but draw itwemust. If
ever India had amann ki baat to say, it is
this.
The belated all-partymeeting exhib-

itedthemuch-neededsupportforthegov-
ernmentbutflaggedissuesthatneedtobe
addressedaspartofalargerapproach.How
areweto livewithaneighbourwedidnot
choose,butneedtolivewithinhonourand
cooperation?

Thewriter isa seniorCongress leader
and formerexternalaffairsminister

INDIAISSTARINGatsomestressfulmonths.
Fighting the coronavirus on one hand, and
defending the borders fromChinese incur-
sions on the other will require mobilising
large resources. Most economists are pro-
jecting the fiscal deficit (Centre and states
combined) to be about 10-11 per cent of
GDP. Going beyond that may not be very
prudent. It requires urgent scanning and
pruning of unproductive public expendi-
tures.While the sale of non-strategic state
enterprises has been on the cards for quite
sometime,theNarendraModigovernment
hasnotbeenverysuccessfulonthatfrontso
far.Andnow,giventherecessionaryoutlook,
it may not be easy to get a good price for
“state silver”.
However, there is one area which the

Modigovernmentcantaptoraisemorethan
Rs 1,00,000 crore, provided it takes bold
steps. It is the“mountainsof grain” that the
FoodCorporationof India(FCI)hasaccumu-
lated. As on June 1, FCI had unprecedented
grain stocks of 97 million metric tonnes
(mmt) intheCentralPool (seeFigure).Even
on July 1, when the procurement of rabi
ends, FCI is likely to have grain stocks of
about 91-92 mmt, against a buffer stock
normof41.12mmtthatarerequired for the
PublicDistributionsystem(PDS),andsome
strategic reserves. So, compared to this
norm,onJuly1,FCIwillhave“excessstocks”
of at least 50mmt.
The estimated economic cost of rice in

2020-21 is Rs 37,267/tonne and that of
wheat isRs28,838/tonne.Even if onetakes
aconservativeand lowerballpark figureof
Rs30,000/tonne for simplicityas thecom-
binedeconomiccostof riceandwheat, the
value of this “excessive stock”, beyond the
buffernorm, isRs1,50,000crore.This isun-
productivecapital locked-up in theCentral
pool of FCI. Unlock this by liquidating “ex-
cess stocks” through open market opera-
tions as much as can be done by inviting
theprivatesector inabigwaytohold these
stocks, at whatever reasonable market
price it can get. It will not recover its full
economic cost, as they are much higher
than the prevailing market prices, but by
not liquidating it, FCI will keep incurring
unnecessary interest costs of about Rs
8,000-10,000croreperannum.This is sim-
ply dumb foodpolicy.
TheModi’sgovernment’srecentamend-

mentof theEssential CommoditiesAct, via
theordinance route, cancomehandy to in-
stilconfidenceintheprivatesectorforbuild-
ing large scale storage. The ordinance as-
sures that stocking limits will not be
imposedontheprivatesector,exceptunder
exceptional circumstances such as natural
calamity, and wars. It should, however,
delete the clause of “extraordinary price
rise”, if it really wants to invite the private
sectorbuildinglargeandmodernstoragefa-
cilities (silos). It will propel investments in
buildingmore efficient food supply lines.
Theonlyconditioncouldbetoregister large

storage facilities under theWarehousing
Development and Regulatory Authority
(WDRA) to know howmuch stock is there
with theprivate sector, andwhere.
The other two ordinances relating to

agri-marketing are already commendable.
Theoneon“TheFarmers’ProduceTradeand
Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation)
Ordinance,2020” createsmultiplechannels
for farmerstosell theirproduceoutsidethe
APMCmandisystemandalsohelpstowards
anunfettered all Indiamarket for agri-pro-
duce. Of course, itwill be resisted bymany
states that are taking undue advantage of
theAPMCmandis’virtualmonopolypower.
But if thecentralordinanceis implemented
in its true spirit, itwill be agamechanger.
The other ordinance named “The

Farmers (Empowerment and Protection)
Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm
Services Ordinance, 2020” aims to encour-
agecontract farming.Thebasic ideabehind
this isthatfarmers’sowingdecisionsshould
bemade in view of the expected prices of
those crops at the time of harvest. It is for-
wardlookingandmorealignedtothelikely
demand and supply situation. The current
practice, where farmers’ sowing decisions
aremore influencedby last year’s price, of-
ten leads to theproblemof boomandbust.
Although honouring an assured price re-
mainsachallengewhenactualmarketcon-
ditions differwidely at the timeof the har-
vest, there are ample cases of successwith
varyingmodels of contract farming hedg-
ing theprice risksof farmers.
Together,all thethreeordinancesare in

the right direction, andwithminor refine-
mentsas theybecomelaw, theycan laythe

foundation of a muchmore efficient agri-
marketing system in India than the exist-
ingone.TheModigovernmentneedstoen-
sure they are implemented properly by
states, which will benefit both the farmer
aswell as theconsumer.Themain losers in
this game would be some arhatias (com-
mission agents), who have been scooping
up an unduly large share in the agri-value
chains.Somelocalpolitical leaderswhoare
inclosenexuswiththearhatias’ lobbymay
also lose clout.
Theother relatedarea tomobilise addi-

tional resources is that of food subsidy. In
the Union budget of 2020-21, a sum of Rs
1,15,570crorehasbeenprovisionedforfood
subsidy. This number is highlymisleading
as FCI has been asked to borrowmore and
more resources from other sources, espe-
cially the National Small Savings Fund
(NSSF). As onMarch 31, 2020, borrowings
from the NSSF were Rs 2,54,600 crore, on
whichFCIpays interest rateof 8.4 to8.8per
cent per annum. So, the real food subsidy
bill for2020-21amountstoRs3,70,170crore
(Rs1,15,570croreplusRs2,54,600crore).Let
theModigovernmentlistentoitsownchief
economicadvisor,whathisteamhadtosay
inTheEconomicSurvey:Reducethecover-
ageunderPDS;linkissuepricetoatleasthalf
of the procurement price; andmove grad-
uallytowardscashtransfers.Thesestepswill
save aminimum of Rs 50,000 crore annu-
ally.Andthecountryneedstheseresources
desperatelytosavelives,bothfromthevirus
andatborders.

Thewriter is Infosys chair professor for
agricultureat ICRIER

FIRM AND CAUTIOUS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The road
fromGalwan’ (IE, June19).Thebloody
faceoff on the LAChashurtleddown-
hill the already tense India-China re-
lations. Resolving the disputed areas
in eastern Ladakh will becomemore
difficult now.Retaliationwill escalate
matters without any concrete gains.
India must tread cautiously, talk of
peace but keep its powder dry.
Firmness and not foolishness is re-
quired at this juncture.

VijaiPant,Hempur

NO REAL CHANGE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Easier
said’ (IE, June 19). TheDepartment of
Telecommunications’ decision not to
use Chinese equipment and Indian
Railways cancelling a contract are
symbolic and meant to pacify the
commonIndian.Thegroundreality is
not going to change. Chinese firms
have invested heavily in the Indian
market — it is difficult to get rid of
them. “Boycotting Chinese goods” is
also not going to work until we can
manufacture indigenously at a com-
petitive cost.

AnilKumar Jain, Jaipur

PEACE HURDLES
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Biting the
bullet’ (IE, June19).Thewriter’snarra-
tive seems to ring true that the
Chineseaggressionin1962couldhave
been averted if in 1960 Jawaharlal
Nehru had accepted China’s offer to
end the border dispute through give-
and-take. Of course, the present all-
powerful BJP leadership could have
achieved what Nehru could not, if
fromthedayafter comingtopower it
dared to shun a jingoistic agenda. In
that case there would have been
peace.

TarsemSingh,Mahilpur

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Biting the
bullet’ (IE, June 19). China, itself faring
relatively better, has taken full advan-
tageof thegloomysituationprevailing
due to COVID-19 globally to show ag-
gressionnotonlyagainstIndia,butalso
other Asian nations. It has deceived
India in the disguise of manyModi-Xi
summits. None of the options sug-
gested by the author are realistic as a
nationalist BJP would never concede
anypartof land toChina.

RavdeepSinghHundal,Ferozepur

WORRYING SIGNS
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Gobi
Manchurian’ (IE, June 20). Before the
current wave of hyper nationalism
and isolationism swept the world,
there was a belief that whatever the
differences between governments,
people could always connect. That
seemstohavechanged.Theminister’s
remark about Chinese cuisine is hu-
mourousatone level.But it isalsodis-
turbing. “Chindian” as Indian as any-
thing else. Jingoism now threatens
diversity and adapatability — things
thatmake India great.

BiswadeepChatterjee,viaemail

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

IF ONE THOUGHT creatingmisinformation
during a tense international situationwas
doneonlybyforeignadversaries,thatnotion
hasbeenchallenged in the last twodays.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, ad-

dressing the All-Party meet, said, “Na va-
haan koi hamaari seema mein ghus aaya
hai aur na hi koi ghusa hua hai, na hi
hamaarikoipostkisidoosrekekabzemein
hai” (No vehicle has entered Indian terri-
tory, norhasa singleoneof ourpostsbeen
captured by anyone). This was said in the
context of the confrontation at Galwan
Valley, where 20 soldiers of the 16 Bihar
regiment laid down their lives.
Simply put, Prime Minister Modi was

saying that neither was any intrusion al-
lowednor is thereany intruderwithinour
territory. Further, none of our posts has
been taken over by anyone. Modi did not
say that therewas no attempt at an intru-
sion. He clearly said, in the same speech,
that thebravesonsof thesoilhadrebuffed
thosewhodaredtochallengeBharatMata.
However, somevestedinterestspainted

the townred(pun intended)with themis-
information that PMModi claimed there
was no intrusion attempt at all and that
nothing happened on June 15-16.
Now that this crude attempt -- which

plays right intoChina’squest tocreatecon-
fusion in India -- has been defanged, one
must ask why these people spread such

misinformation.
Surely, therewasasmall sectionofpeo-

ple who did not even read the PM’s state-
ment correctly andweremisled. But quite
a fewof thosewhowent to townwith this
misinformationalsohappentobecompul-
sive, partisan critics of NarendraModi.
These people are also, in some way or

the other, beholden to the UPA regime.
They sought to take our attention away
fromsomeuncomfortable truths byman-
ufacturing controversies.
Eversince tensionswithChinawerere-

ported, the history of India-China border
issueswasdiscussed invariousmediaand
fora.Andsomehard facts fromthepastbe-
gan to surface.
The history of the Jawaharlal Nehru

government’s Himalayan blunder is well-
known. In a craven surrender of land, it
gave up the strategically important Aksai
Chin region of about 37,000 square km.
Every time Indians fumeover an incorrect
mapof India that leavesoutAksaiChin,one
is reminded of the cavalier “not a single
blade of grass grows there” attitude of
Nehru. But this is perhaps too far back in
the past.
Onewouldhaveexpected latergovern-

ments tohave learnt fromthebetrayal that
many say broke Nehru so badly that he
never recovered. But later Congress gov-
ernments were, at best, just as bad as the

Nehru government.
Specifically, theManmohanSinghgov-

ernment allowed China to occupy huge
tractsof land.Reports in2013said that the
UPA gave up about 640 square km of land
acrossDepsang, Chumar andPangongTso
tothePeople’sLiberationArmy.Therewere
a reported 600 incursions made by China
from2010 to 2013.
This loss of landwas only the tip of the

iceberg.
The loss of economic, military and

strategic initiative over the years has set
India back by decades with respect to
China.
Whenitcomesto theeconomy,evenas

DengXiaoping in the 1980swas changing
the direction of China’s economy through
reforms, theCongress’seconomicmisman-
agement took India in the opposite direc-
tion. The divergence between the two
countrieshasbecomesohugethatacoun-
try whose economywas floundering ear-
lier is nowmany times bigger than India’s
economy.
Onthe lossof strategic initiative, listen-

ing to UPA’s Defence Minister in 2013 on
how India was far behind China in build-
ing any border infrastructure would suf-
fice. Itwas a damning admission.
In contrast, the Modi government has

accelerated the building of border infra-
structure,which is oneof the reasonswhy

thedragon is rattled.Byapproving thecre-
ationof roadsbyBROwithin100kmofaer-
ial distance from the LAC, removing bu-
reaucratic roadblocks, delegating powers
to the operational levels rather than hav-
ing all approvals come fromdefencemin-
istry, theModigovernmenthasshownthat
itmeans business.
On the geopolitical front, too, theModi

government’s China policy has been a de-
parture from that of the UPA.While there
has been a hand of friendship extended at
Mamallapuram, a bloody nose was also
dealt out at Doklam.While Modi went to
Wuhan, his government did not accept
China’sOBOR(OneBeltOneRoad)initiative.
To help the Congress wash away the

Bofors taint, a loudsectionof thecommen-
tariat triedtoslandertheModigovernment
on the Rafale matter. It did not succeed.
Similarly, to wash the Congress’s taint of
1962 and 2013, the same loud section of
thecommentariatmanufacturesnewsand
controversies to show the Modi govern-
ment as “weak” on China.
But thedangerouspart is theyaredoing

thisat thecostofnational interest, ata time
whenChinawould rather see India politi-
cally divided than united.

Thewriter is a retiredmajor general of
the IndianArmyandwas awarded the

Vishisht SevaMedal

TwistingPM’sspeechisamanufacturedcontroversybyhiscompulsivecritics

Playing into China’s hands

S P Sinha
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Crisis and Mobilisation

byAshokGulati
FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH

CR Sasikumar
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■BufferStockNorm(R+W)
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U.P.R.V.U.N.L. TENDER NOTICE HARDU-
AGANJ THERMAL POWER STATION
Superintending Engineer, ECCC,
Kasimpur. 1. E-Tender No.
06/ECCC/ECCD-III/HTPS/2019-20, Name of
work “Fire Fighting system installation work
around multistory towers and officer’s club in
New Colony Harduaganj Thermal Power
Station, Kasimpur (Aligarh)”, Estimated Cost
Rs. 41,73,777.00, Earnest Money Rs.
84,000.00, Tender Cost Rs. 4200.00+
756.00 (18% GST) Rs. 4956.00.Extended
Last date and time for submission of e-bid
(http://etender.up.nic.in) 30.06.2020 upto
02.00 Hrs., Extended e-bid Opening
date/time (Part-I) 01.07.2020 at 04.00 Hrs.
or later. Time of completion 06 Months. 2. E-
tender No. 10/ECCC/ECCD-
III/1X660MW/HTPS/2019-20, Name of work
“Construction of RCC Road, drain, CISF
Boundary Wall, in new colony, Harduagnaj
Thermal Power Station Colony Kasimpur
(Aligarh)”, Estimated Cost Rs.
4,29,88,502.25, Earnest Money Rs.
8,68,000.00, Tender Cost Rs. 15000.00 +
2700.00 (18% GST) Rs. 17700.00.
Extended Last date and time for submission
of e-bid on date 30.06.2020 up to 02:00 Hrs.
Extended E-bid opening on date/ time (Part-
I) 01.07.2020 at 04:00 Hrs of later. Time of
completion 09 month. SUPERITENDING
ENGINEER, ELECTRICITY CIVIL MAINTE-
NANCE CIRCLE, Kasimpur 3. E. Tender
No. 77 /ECMC/ECMD-II/HTPS/2019-20,
Name of work “SUPPLY & SERVING OF
TEA ETC. IN CONFERENCE ROOM in
2X250 MW HTPS, KASIMPUR”. Estimated
cost 4.58 Lac, Earnest money 9,000.00, E-
Tender cost Rs. 500.00+90 GST(18%) Rs.
590.00. Tender extended date extended Last
date and time for submission of e-bid
(http://etender.up.nic.in) 01.07.2020 up to
14:00 Hrs., e-bid extended date/time for
Opening (Part-I) 02.07.2020 at 16:00 Hrs. or
later. Time of Completion- 12 Month.
Superintending Engineer. Coal Handling
Circle Kasimpur Aligarh): 4. Tender No.
ET-03/CHC/CHD ‘C’TPS/HTPS/2019-20,
“DAY TO DAY AND ROUTINE MAINTE-
NANCE OF BULL-DOZERS”, Estimated
cost Rs.5.52 Lacs. Earnest Money
Rs.11040.00, Cost of tender document
Rs.600.00+Rs.108.00 (GST) = Rs.708.00
Extended Last date of E-bid Submission
22.07.2020 up to 13:00 Hrs., Extended Date
of Hard Copy Submission date 23.07.2020
up to 13:00 Hrs, and Date of opening Part-I
24.07.2020 at 16:00 Hrs. NOTE: (1) The
details for submission of bids will be avail-
able on e-procuremen website:
http://etender.up.nic.in w.e.f. dated:-
20.05.2020 at 10:00 Hrs. (2) The bidders are
required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for par-
ticipation in the e-Tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bidding
system, after that the bidder can participate
in bid submission activity. SUPERINTEND-
ING ENGINEER. OPERATION & MAINTE-
NANCE CIRCLE-IV, D’TPS, KASIMPUR 5.
E-Tender Notice No. ET- 12/O&MC-
IV/DTPS/EMD-II/DT.P.S./2020-21, “Over
hauling of M/S GE Make Spectronic 0.4KV
ACB Breaker Installed in Unit 8 & 9 and BOP
Area, Harduaganj ‘D’ Thermal Power
Station, Kasimpur, Aligarh for the period of
One Year” Estimated Cost Rs. 5,78,536.00.
Earnest Money Rs. 11,571.00 Cost of
Tender document Rs. 600.00 +108.00 (GST)
= Rs. 708.00 Opening date of tender are as
below:-Due date of Submission of e-Bid
(Technical & Financial) at e-procurement
website http://etender.up.nic.in : 25.07.2020
up to 14:00 Hrs., Due date of depositing
Tender Cost & Earnest Money in the HTPS
account through RTGS/B.G. up-to maximum
on dated: 25.07.2020 up to 14:00 Hrs. due
date of submission of hard copy of all the
requisite documents in the office of under-
signed maximum on dated: 27.07.2020,
Tender opening date, Part-A: 27.07.2020 at
16:00 Hrs. NOTE: (1) The details for submis-
sion of bids will be available on e-procure-
ment website: http://etender.up.nic.in w.e.f.
18:00 Hrs. dated:- 23.06.2020. (2) The bid-
ders are required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for par-
ticipation in the e-Tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bidding
system, after that the bidder can participate
in bid submission activity. SUPERINTEND-
ING ENGINEER, OPERATION & MAINTE-
NANCE CIRCLE- 1. DTPS. HTPS, KASIM-
PUR 6. E-Tender Notice No.: ET-
02/CAMD/DTPS/HTPS/2020-21. Name of
work: Round the clock Up keeping and rou-
tine cleaning of TG Hall, Service Building
and chimney Elevators and rescue work of
passengers in any of the elevators of 2X250
MW, HTPS, Kasimpur (Aligarh) as and when
required. Estimated Cost: Rs. 5,48,856.00/-,
Earnest Money: Rs. 11,000.00/-only. Tender
Cost: Rs.708.00/ Period of Work: 01 Year.
Extended Due date of Submission of e-Bid
(Technical & Financial) at e procurement
website http://etender.up.nic.in : 06/07/2020
upto 14:00 Hrs., Extended Due date of
Submission of Hard Copy of all the requisite
documents with Tender Cost & Earnest
Money, in the office of Undersigned:
07.07.2020 up to 14:00 Hrs. Tender shall be
opened on Extended Date Part-A:
07.07.2020 at 16:00 Hrs. and Part-B: shall
be intimated later. NOTE: (1) The details for
submission of bids are available in the bid
document uploaded on the e-procurement
website: http://etender.up.nic.in (2) The bid-
ders are required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for par-
ticipation in the e-Tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bidding
system, after that the bidder can participate
in bid submission activity. 7. E-Tender Notice
No.: ET-06/CAMD/DTPS/HTPS/2020-21.
Name of work: Breakdown maintenance of
Fire lines, Valves, NRV’s, Diesel Engines of
fire fighting system installed at BOP of
2x250MW DTPS, HTPS. Estimated Cost:
Rs. 5,52,054.00/-. Earnest Money:
Rs.11,050.00/-only. Tender Cost:
Rs.708.00/-(With GST) Period of Work: 01
Year. Due date of Submission of e-Bid
(Technical & Financial) at e-procurement
website http://etender.up.nic.in : 27.07.2020
upto 14:00 Hrs., Due date of Submission of
Hard Copy of all the requisite documents
with Tender Cost & Earnest Money, in the
office of Undersigned: 28.07.2020 up to
14:00 Hrs. Tender shall be opened on Date
Part-A: 28.07.2020 at 16:00 Hrs. and Part-B:
Shall be intimate later. NOTE: (1) The details
for submission of bids are available in the bid
document uploaded on the e-procurement

website: http://etender.up.nic.in (2) The bid-
ders are required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for par-
ticipation in the e-Tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bidding
system, after that the bidder can participate
in bid submission activity. 8. E-Tender No. T-
01/AHD/‘D’TPS/HTPS/2020-21, Name of
work: Round the Clock Operation, Routine &
Preventive mechanical maintenance and
Breakdown mechanical maintenance of Ash
Handling Plant of Unit No. 08 & 09, ‘D’TPS,
HTPS Kasimpur for a period of one year,
Estimated cost of Work; Rs. 75,67,620.00,
Earnest Money: Rs. 1,52,000.00, Tender
Cost: Rs. 1180.00 (1000.00+180.00 GST),
Due date of Submission of e-Bid (Technical
& Financial) at e-procurement website
https://etender.up.nic.in : 25.07.2020 upto
14:00 Hrs., Due date of depositing Tender
Cost & Earnest Money in the HTPS account
through RTGS up-to maximum on dated:
25.07.2020 up to 14:00 Hrs., Tender opening
date, Part-I: 27.07.2020 at 16:00 Hrs. NOTE:
(1) The details for submission of bids will be
on the e-procurement website:
https://etender.up.nic.in w.e.f. 09:00 Hrs.
dated 20.06.2020. (2) The bidders are
required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for par-
ticipation in the e-Tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bidding
system. After that the bidder can participate
in bid submission activity. Superintending
Engineer, Operation & Maintenance
Circle-IV, Hdi, ‘D’T. P.S., Kasimpur 9.
Tender No. ET.-06 /O&MC-IV/EMD-I/Hdj,
‘C’TPS/2020-21, Technical Audit of
Generators. GTs, 220KV/132KV Switchyard
& 6.6KV Electrical System of U#7, U#8 &
U#9 of Harduaganj TPS” as per scope of
work, for the period of one year” Estimated
Cost Rs. 22,70,000.00 Earnest Money: Rs.
45400.00 Cost of tender document: Rs.
2300.00 + Rs.414.00 (GST) = Rs. 2714.00
Opening date of tender are as below:-Now
Extended due date of Submission of e-Bid
(Technical & Financial) at e- procurement
website http://etender.up.nic.in: 06.07.2020
up to 14:00 Hrs., Due date of depositing
Tender Cost through RTGS (in the HTPS
Account) & Earnest Money through RTGS
(in the HTPS Account) BG up to dated:
06.07.2020 up to 14:00 Hrs. Now Extended
due date of submission of hard copy of all
the requisite documents in the office of
undersigned maximum on dated:
08.07.2020. Tender opening date, Part-A:
08.07.2020 at 16:00 Hrs. NOTE: (1) The
details for submission of bids will be already
available (ID No. 2020_RVUNL_469035_1)
on e-procurement website:
http://etender.up.nic.in w.e.f. 18:00 Hrs.
dated: - 11.05.2020. 2) The bidders are
required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for par-
ticipation in the e-Tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bidding
system, after that the bidder can participate
in bid submission activity. 10. Tender No. ET-
13/O&MC-IV/EMD-I/Hdj. ‘C’T.P.S./2020-21,
“Testing of ICT-1T, ICT-2T, 91, 10T, R-1, R-2
at Harduaganj TPS, Kasimpur,” as per scope
of work, for the period of one year”
Estimated Cost Rs. 3,60,000.00 Eamest
Money: Rs. 7,200.00 Cost of tender docu-
ment: Rs.400.00 + Rs.72.00 (GST) = Rs.
472.00 Opening date of tender are as
below:-Due date of Submission of e-Bid
(Technical & Financial) at e-procurement
website http://etender.up.nic.in: 27.07.2020
up to 14:00 Hrs., Due date of depositing
Tender Cost through RTGS (in the HTPS
Account) & Earnest Money through RTGS
(in the HTPS Account) BG up to dated:
27.07.2020 up to 14:00 Hrs, due date of sub-
mission of hard copy of all the requisite doc-
uments in the office of undersigned maxi-
mum on dated: 29.07.2020 up to 14.00 hrs.
Tender opening date, Part-A: 29.07.2020 at
16:00 Hrs. NOTE: (1) The details for submis-
sion of bids will be available on e-procure-
ment website: http://etender.up.nic.in w.e.f.
18:00 Hrs. dated: - 22.06.2020. (2) The bid-
ders are required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for par-
ticipation in the e-Tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bidding
system, after that the bidder can participate
in bid submission activity. SUPERINTEND-
ING ENGINEER, OPERATION AND MAIN-
TENANCE CIRCLE-II. ‘D’TPS. KASIMPUR
11. E-Tender Notice No. ET-04/O&MC-
II/TMD/DTPS/20-21, Name of Work:
Operation & maintenance of air conditioning
system of 2X250MW, DTPS, HTPS,
Kasimpur” under TMD, DTPS, Kasimpur for
a period of one year” Estimated Cost: Rs.
21,42,000.00, Earnest Money: Rs.
42,840.00, Tender Cost: Rs. 1,180.00 Due
date of Submission of e-Bid (Technical &
Financial) at e-procurement website
http://etender.up.nic.in : 22.07.2020 upto
14:00 Hrs., Due date of depositing Tender
Cost through RTGS (in the HTPS account) &
Earnest Money through RTGS (in the HTPS
account)/B.G.: 22.07.2020 up to 14:00 Hrs.,
Due date of submission of hard copy of all
the requisite documents in the office of
undersigned: 24.07.2020 up to 14.00 Hrs.,
Tender Opening Date: Part-I 24.07.2020 at
16:00 Hrs. NOTE: (1) The details for submis-
sion of bids will be available on e-procure-
ment website; http://etender.up.nic.in w.e.f.
17:00 Hrs, dated 18.06.2020. (2) The bid-
ders are required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for par-
ticipation in the e-Tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bidding
system, after that the bidder can participate
in bid submission activity. 12. E-Tender
Notice No. ET-05/BMD/CTPS/O&MC-II/19-
20, “Work of Insulation and Refractory in dif-
ferent areas (Boiler furnace Ist & IInd pass,
Pipes, Bends, Valves, Ducts etc) of Boiler,
Milling & Fan system of Unit-7 -htps-kasim-
pur-aligarh for a period of one year”
Estimated Cost Rs. 4,04.864.00. Earnest
Money Rs. 8,100.00, Cost of Tender docu-
ment Rs. 500.00 +900.00 (GST) = Rs.
590.00 . Extended date of tender are as
below:-Due date of Submission of e-Bid
(Technical & Financial) at e-procurement
website http://etender.up.nic.in : 07.07.2020
upto 14:00 Hrs., Due date of depositing
Tender Cost through RTGS (in the HTPS
account) & Earnest Money through RTGS (in
the HTPS accoun)/B.G.: 07.07.2020 up to
14:00 Hrs., Due date of submission of hard

copy of all the requisite documents in the
office of undersigned: 09.07.2020, Tender
Opening Date: Part-I 09.07.2020 at 16:00
Hrs. Note: (1) The details for submission of
bids are available w.e.f dt-23/10/2019 at
09:00 Hrs. in the bid document uploaded on
the e-procurement website:
http://etender.up.nic.in (2) The bidders are
required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for par-
ticipation in the e-tendering. The bidder must
also be registered with their Digital Signature
Certificate (DSC) in the e-bidding system,
after that the bidder can participate in bid
submission activity. 13. E-Tender Notice No.
ET- 05/ O&MC-II ‘D’ TPS/BMD-I ‘D’ TPS/20-
21, “Cleaning of Boiler & ESP of Unit # 8 &
9, 2x250MW, HTPS, Aligarh” for a period of
one year” under DMD-I ‘D’ TPS, Harduaganj
Thermal Power Station” Estimated Cost Rs.
18,55,000.00, Earnest Money Rs. 37,100.00
Cost of Tender document Rs. 1900.00
+342.00 (GST) = Rs. 2,242.00 Opening date
of tender are as below:-Due date of
Submission of e-Bid (Technical & Financial)
at e-procurement website
http://etender.up.nic.in : 22.07.2020 upto
14:00 Hrs., Due date of depositing Tender
Cost through RTGS (in the HTPS account) &
Earnest Money through RTGS (in the HTPS
account)/B.G.: 22.07.2020 up to 14:00 Hrs.,
Due date of submission of hard copy of all
the requisite documents in the office of
undersigned: 24.07.2020, Tender Opening
Date: Part-I 24.7.2020 at 16:00 Hrs. Note:
(1) The details for submission of bids are
available w.e.f. 22.6.2020 at 17:00 Hrs. in
the bid document uploaded on the e-pro-
curement website: http://etender.up.nic.in (2)
The bidders are required to be registered
with U.P. Electronics Corporation, Ashok
Marg, Lucknow by depositing requisite fees
for participation in the e-tendering. The bid-
der must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bidding
system, after that the bidder can participate
in bid submission activity. 14. E-Tender
Notice No. ET-06/BMD/CTPS/O&MC-II/19-
20, “Work of De-scaling of pressure parts &
removal of soot from heating surface of boil-
er by steam blowing through wall
blower/long retractable soot blower (LRSB)
and their preventive maintenance of boiler of
Unit No-7-htps-kasimpur-aligarh for a period
of one year” Estimated Cost- Rs.
2,28,975.00, Earnest Money- Rs- 4,600,00,
Cost of Tender document -Rs- 500.00
+90.00 (GST) = Rs. 590.00. Extended date
of opening are as below: Due date of
Submission of e-Bid (Technical & Financial)
at e-procurement website
http://etender.up.nic.in : 07.07.2020 up-to
14:00 Hrs., Due date of depositing Tender
Cost & Earnest Money through RTGS (in the
HTPS account): 07.07.2020 up to 14:00
Hrs., Due date of submission of hard copy of
all the requisite documents in the office of
undersigned:-09.07.2020, Tender Opening
Date: Part-I: 09.07.2020 at 16:00 Hrs. Note:
(1) The details for submission of bids are
available w.e.f. 30.11.2019 at 17:00 Hrs. in
the bid document uploaded on the e-pro-
curement website: http://etender.up.nic.in (2)
The bidders are required to be registered
with U.P. Electronics Corporation, Ashok
Marg, Lucknow by depositing requisite fees
for participation in the e-tendering. The bid-
der must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bidding
system, after that the bidder can participate
in bid submission activity. 15. E-Tender
Notice No. ET-06/O&MC-II ‘D; TPS/BMD-I
'D' TPS/20-21, “Break-down maintenance of
ESP & Daily routine maintenance of ESP of
Unit # 8 & 9, 2x250MW” for a period of one
year” under BMD-I 'D' TPS, Harduaganj
Thermal Power Station" Estimated Cost Rs.
7,08,000.00. Earnest Money Rs. 14,200.00
Cost of Tender document Rs. 700.00
+126.00 (GST) = Rs. 826.00 Opening date
of tender are as below:-Due date of
Submission of e-Bid (Technical & Financial)
at e-procurement website
http://etender.up.nic.in : 22.07.2020 upto
14:00 Hrs., Due date of depositing Tender
Cost through RTGS (in the HTPS account) &
Earnest Money through RTGS (in the HTPS
account)/B.G.: 22.07.2020 up to 14:00 Hrs.,
Due date of submission of hard copy of all
the requisite documents in the office of
undersigned: 24.07.2020, Tender Opening
Date:. Part-I 24.7.2020 at. 16: 00 Hrs. Note:
(1) The details for submission of bids are
available w.e.f. 00.6.2020 at 17:00 Hrs. in
the bid document uploaded on the e-pro-
curement website: http://etender.up.nic.in (2)
The bidders are required to be registered
with U.P. Electronics Corporation, Ashok
Marg, Lucknow by depositing requisite fees
for participation in the e-tendering. The bid-
der must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bidding
system, after that the bidder can participate
in bid submission activity. 16. E-Tender
Notice No. ET-08/O&MC-
II/BMD/CTPS/2019-20," Round the clock
(Day & Night) Lifting & Shifting of Coal Mill
reject spelled out from pyrite hopper or from
mill (at “O” meter) of Unit No-7 to coal yard
of old plant or other specified place within
the HTPS plant through tractor trolley” for a
period of one year under Boiler Maintenance
Division, Harduaganj Thermal Power
Station" Estimated Cost Rs. 8,82,750.00,
Earnest Money Rs. 17,660.00 Cost of
Tender document Rs. 900.00 +162(GST) =
Rs. 1062.00 Extended date of opening are
as below: Due date of Submission of e-Bid
(Technical & Financial) at e-procurement
website http://etender.up.nic.in : 07.07.2020
up-to 14:00 Hrs., Due date of depositing
Tender Cost through RTGS (in the HTPS
account). & Earnest Money through RTGS
(in the HTPS account)/B.G: 07.07.2020 up to
14:00 Hrs., Due date of submission of hard
copy of all the requisite documents in the
office of undersigned:-09.07.2020, Tender
Opening Date: Part-I: 09.07.2020 at 16:00
Hrs. Note: . (1) The details for submission of
bids will be available w.e.f 10/02/2020 at
17:00 Hrs. in the bid document uploaded on
the e-procurement website:
http://etender.up.nic.in (2) The bidders are
required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for par-
ticipation in the e-tendering. The bidder must
also be registered with their Digital Signature
Certificate (DSC) in the e-bidding system,
after that the bidder can participate in bid
submission activity. SUPERINTENDING
ENGINEER ELECTRICITY CIVIL MAINTE-
NANCE CIRLE, Kasimpur 17. E-Tender
No.07/ECMC/ECMD-I/HTPS/2020-21,
Name of work: Roof treatment in residential
buildings of new colony, at Harduaganj
Thermal Power Station, Kasimpur Aligarh,
UTTAR PRADESH. Estimated cost Rs.

26.79 Lac, Earnest money Rs. 53,000.00,
Tender cost Rs. 3000.00+540.00 GST
(Present Rate is 18%) = Rs. 3540.00,
Extended Date and time for submission of e-
bid http://etender.up.nic.in) 20.7.2020 upto
14.00 Hrs., Extended Opening date/time
(Part-I) 21.7.2020 at 16.00 Hrs. or later.
TIME OF COMPLETEION 12 MONTH
Superintending Engineer, MMC, HTPS,
Kasimpur (Aligarh) 18. Tender No. & Name
of Division: ET-
35/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/2020, Name of
Supply: Procurement of general consum-
ables & electrical spares for HTPS,
Kasimpur Estimated cost: Rs 3,55,787.00,
Earnest money: Rs. 7000.00, Tender cost:
Rs 354.00, Date of Starting of E-bid submis-
sion: 13.04.2020, Extended Last Date of
submission of E-bid: 08.07.2020, Tender
shall be opened on Extended date:
09.07.2020 (Part-I), 10.07.2020(Part-II) E-
Tender ID 2020_ RVUNL_457409_1
Eligibility Conditions: Only
manufacturers/their authorized dealers/
Experienced Supplier can participate in this
tender. 19. Tender No. & Name of Division:
ET-41/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/2020, Name
of Supply: Procurement of Distance
Numerical Relay for Harduaganj -Etah
220KV feeder, HTPS, Kasimpur Estimated
cost: Rs 1,39,500.00, Earnest money: Rs
2800.00, Tender cost: Rs 118.00, Date of
Starting of E-bid submission: 20.05.2020,
Extended Last Date of submission of E-bid:
08.07.2020, Tender shall be opened on
Extended date: 09.07.2020 (Part-I),
10.07.2020 (Part-II) E-Tender ID
:2020_RVUNL_470135_1 Eligibility
Conditions: Only manufacturers/their author-
ized dealers can participate in this tender.
20. Tender No. & Name of Division: ET-
42/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/2020, Name of
Supply: Procurement of LT cables & Aerial
bunched Cables for colony area HT/LT line
and sub-stations of HTPS Kasimpur
Estimated cost: Rs 19,48,950.00, Earnest
money : Rs 40,000.00, Tender cost: Rs
2242.00, Date of Starting of E-bid submis-
sion: 20.05.2020, Extended Last Date of
submission of E-bid: 08.07.2020, Tender
shall be opened on Extended date :
09.07.2020 (Part-I), 10.07.2020 (Part-II) E-
Tender ID: 2020_RVUNL_470136_1
Eligibility Conditions: Only manufacturers/
their authorized dealers can participate in
this tender. 21. Tender No. & Name of
Division: ET-
43/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/2020, Name of
Supply: Supply, Installation and commission-
ing of IRIG-B Hub in GPS synchronization at
220/132KV substation of HTPS Estimated
cost: Rs 1,99,500.00, Earnest money: Rs
4,000.00, Tender cost: Rs 236.00, Date of
Starting of E-bid submission: 20.05.2020,
Extended Last Date of submission of E-bid:
08.07.2020, Tender shall be opened on
Extended date: 09.07.2020 (Part-I),
0.07.2020 (Part-II) E-Tender ID :
2020_RVUNL_470137_1 Eligibility
Conditions: Only manufacturers/their author-
ized dealers/ Experienced Suppliers can
participate in this tender. 22. Tender No. &
Name of Division: ET-
44/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/2020, Name of
Supply: Procurement of 11KV Triple Pole
Manually Operated Switch (TPMO Switch)
for 11KV line in colony area, HTPS & 220 KV
isolator jaw spares for 220KV Switchyard of
HTPS Estimated cost: Rs 1,08,000.00,
Earnest money: Rs 2,000.00, Tender cost:
Rs 118.00, Date of Starting of E-bid submis-
sion: 20.05.2020, Extended Last Date of
submission of E-bid: 08.07.2020, Tender
shall be opened on Extended date:
09.07.2020 (Part-I), 10.07.2020 (Part-II) E-
Tender ID: 2020_RVUNL_470139_1
Eligibiligy Conditions: Only manufacturers/
their authorized dealers/ Experienced
Suppliers can participate in this tender. 23.
Tender No. & Name of Division: SET-
48/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/2020, Name of
Supply: Procurement of 11KV Armoured
XLPE Aluminium 3C X 240 sq mm cable for
EMD-III, HTPS, Kasimpur Estimated cost:
Rs 16,32,000.00, Earnest money: Rs
32000.00, Tender cost: Rs 1888.00, Date of
Starting of E-bid submission: 30.05.2020,
Extended Last Date of submission of E-bid:
08.07.2020, Tender shall be opened on
Extended date: 09.07.2020 (Part-I),
10.07.2020 (Part-II) E-Tender ID :
2020_RVUNL_475990_1 Eligibility
Conditions: Only manufacturers/ their
authorized dealers can participate in this ten-
der. 24. Tender No. & Name of Division:
SET-49/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/2020,
Name of Supply: Procurement of 03 phase
440 volt stabilizer for elevator for EMD-III,
HTPS, Kasimpur Estimated cost: Rs
7,00,000.00, Earnest money: Rs 14000.00,
Tender cost: Rs 826.00, Date of Starting of
E-bid submission: 30.05.2020, Extended
Last Date of submission of E-bid:
08.07.2020, Tender shall be opened on
Extended date: 09.07.2020 (Part-I),
10.07.2020 (Part-II) E-Tender ID :
2020_RVUNL_476991_1 Eligibility
Conditions: Only manufacturers/ their
authorized dealers/ Experienced Suppliers
can participate in this tender. 25. E-Tender
No. : ET-12/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/2020,
Name of Supply: Supply of Limit switch for
Overhauling of Unit No. 8 & 9 of ‘D’TPS,
Kasimpur. Estimated cost: Rs. 912392.00,
Earnest money: Rs. 18000.00, Tender cost:
Rs. 500.00 + 90.00 (GST), e-Bid online sub-
mission extended End Date: 02.07.2020
Tender shall be opened on extended date:
04.07.2020 (Part-I) & 08.07.2020 (Part-II)
Eligibility Conditions: Only reputed
Manufacturers/ their Authorized Dealer can
participate in this tender. Note :- For further
details please log on our web site i.e.
http://etender.up.nic.in U.P.R.V.U.N.L E-
Tender Notice E-Tenders are invited for the
followings supply/works items in two parts.
Part-I shall contain Tender Cost/Earnest
money and other necessary documents as
per pre-qualifying conditions and Part-II will
contain price bid as per bill of quantity.
Tender specification may be downloaded
from the website (http://etender.up.nic.in)
and other specification details can be seen
on Nigam website www.uprvunl.org The
contactors have to submit the hard copy
before the schedule date/time in the concern
office in sealed envelope containing details
of the tender mentioned on the envelope.
Tenders are advised to send their hard copy
directly to the concerned tendering authority
of the Circles/ Division. Who reserve the
right to reject any or all the tenders without
assigning any reason thereof. “Save
Electricity Enhance National Productivity”
Sd/- Superintending Engineer (H.Q.)
Harduaganj TPS, Kasimpur, Aligarh ´fÂffaI
30/A²fe.Ad·f.(¸fb.)/d½fÄff´f³f/I` ¸´f-1(23)/20 dQ³ffaI 20.06.2020
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LASTWEEK, Nepal’s Parliament cleared a
ConstitutionAmendmentBill thatendorses
the country’s newmap that includes terri-
torieswithIndia—Limpiadhura,Lipulekand
Kalapani. Weeks earlier, Nepal Prime
Minister K P Oli had said in a speech that
thoseareaswouldbebroughtwithinNepal's
map and possession. This has been a trou-
bledphaseinNepal-Indiarelations,oftende-
scribed in textbooks as “unique”, “time-
tested”andcementedby“commonheritage,
culture,civilisation,historyandgeography”.

Favouring India
Previous standoffs havebeeneffectively

resolved through direct negotiations, back-
channel diplomacy and an accommodative
spirit onbothsides.
King Mahendra convincingly assured

Indiawaybackinthe1960sthataroadbuilt
toconnectNepalwithTibethadonly“devel-
opmental significance and no strategic sig-
nificanceatall”.
In the 1980s, King Birendra annulled a

contract that Chinahadwonunder a global
tender to build the 210-km Kohalpur
BanbasaRoadclosertotheIndianborder,af-
ter RajivGandhi raised concerns over secu-
rity.Birendrahandedthe taskover to India.
According to the accounts of

BishwabandhuThapa,HomeMinisterin1962,
KingMahendra “gave theKalapani location
temporarily to India” on Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru’s request following India’s
setback in thewarwithChina.However, this
is not in linewith India's official perception.
FormerForeignSecretaryShyamSaranwrote
inTheIndianExpress(June13,2020),that“both
MonarchsMahendraandBirendrathrivedon
adietofanti-Indiannationalism”.
According to Punya PrasadOli, a former

DirectorGeneralofNepal’ssurveydepartment,
KingBirendrahadaskedhimnottomakeanis-
sueof theKalapanidisputeinthe1970s.
All these are seen as instances of Nepali

rulersmaintaining a delicate balance in re-
lationswithtwogiantneighbours,buteven-
tually favouring the southwhenever India
andChina's interestshaveclashed.

The turning point
A12-pointunderstandingamongNepal's

eight political parties including Maoists,
signed inNovember2005 inDelhi, scripted
theousterof themonarchy.
Indiawasforlongafactor—andtoalarge

extentthesoleexternalactor—inNepal'sin-
ternal politics. Butwhen India openly took
theleadroleintransformingNepalintoasec-
ularrepublicfromaHindukingdom,itsetoff
eventsleadingtoIndialosingitscloutandal-
lies inNepal.
The suspension of themonarchy and its

subsequent abolition in 2008, and declara-
tion of Nepal as a secular country, was fol-
lowed by Nepal’s journey towards federal-
ism. None of these crucial issues was
discussedat length inParliament.
The European Union took a very open

stancethatsecularismwillhavenomeaning
withouttherighttoconversionbeingincor-
porated as a fundamental right in the new
Constitution.This ledtoresentmentamong
themajoritypopulationaboutthis“imposed
secularism”. Other radical agenda got over-
shadowed as the civil-society-new-power
axis and international stakeholders simply
dismissed theseas regressive forces.
The EU and the US,which had begun to

emergeas India's allies inNepal’s transition
after2005-06,begansupportingradicalfed-
eralismbasedonethnicity,higherautonomy
andwiththerighttoself-determinationthat
initiallyMaoistshadbacked.
China,worriedaboutthecombinedpres-

ence of India, US and EU inNepal and their
influenceoninternalpolitics,beganincreas-

ingitspresenceandinvestmentinNepal,tar-
getingtourism,post-earthquakereconstruc-
tion, trade and energy,with amessage that
its interest inNepal isno less than India's or
its alliesput together.
AlthoughpoliticalpartiesbackedbyIndia

in the2005-06movement continue tobe in
power in Nepal, they have visibly become
more andmoredistant fromNewDelhi. The
Maoists,whoarenowpart of the rulingNCP
headed jointly byOli and Prachanda, are no
longerunderIndianinfluence.

Relations, then an now
Twomajorquestions that cropup in the

contextofbilateralcontext.WhydidChina's
cloutincreasetothislevelwhenIndiaappar-
entlycalculatedthatthemonarchy'sexitwill
increase its own influence on Nepal? And
doesIndiahaveanyinstitutionalalliesleft in
Nepal, like the monarchy and Nepali
Congress like in thepre-2005phase?
TheNepaliCongresswasformedinIndia

in the early 20th century andmany of its
leadersparticipatedinIndia'sfreedomstrug-
gle,thinkinganindependentanddemocratic
Indiawouldhelp establishdemocracyback
home.Theparty,despiteconsistentlytaking
the lead role in themovement for amulti-
partydemocracywithconstitutionalmonar-
chy, was often branded “pro-India” by
Communists given their close ties with
Indian National Congress and socialists.
However,followingthe12-pointagreement,
theNepaliCongresswasforcedtoacceptthe

leadroleofMaoists(Communists)intheim-
pending political change, and agree to dis-
pensewith constitutionalmonarchy that it
hadall alongsaidrepresented“forcesofna-
tionalism”and“symbolofunityindiversity”.
Duringmajorface-offs,threetradeembar-

gos since the1970s and sensitive security is-
sues, theKingsofNepalandtheIndianPrime
Ministers, directly or byusingback channels
— including Indian royalty and even
shankaracharyaswhenNepalwasaHinduna-
tion—have succeeded inbringing the crises
toanend.
Butovertheyears, India’sfocusonNepal

appears drivenmore by security concerns
and threat perception than by promoting a
softpower-basedapproach like in thepast.
Duringthecurrentspellofdispute, India

has once again begun ‘valuing’ common
civilisational ,cultural,historicandpeopleto
people ties.

India’s old allies, today
India’s old allies are regretting having

alignedwith theMaoists.
"Nothing could have been amore erro-

neous judgment of India in 2006 than that
Maoistsweretheemergingforcesofthepeo-
ple andbringing them to the centrestage of
Nepalipoliticsandpowerwouldconsolidate
democracy,"aseniorNepaliCongressleader
said."Ithinkitisabouttimethatwereviewed
the12-pointagreementandrestoreourlead
roleinNepalipoliticsratherthanbeingseen
as follower of theMaoists,” saidGopalMan
Shrestha,oneoftheeightleaderswhosigned
the12-pointagreement.
Besides themonarchy, Nepali Congress

andintherecentpastMadhespartiestosome
extent, the only other institutional ally that
Indiahashad is theNepal army. Thechief of
eachnationalarmyhasenjoyedthestatusof
HonoraryGeneraloftheotherside,onarecip-
rocal basis since 1950.WhenOli refused to
acceptIndia’sinvitationforastatevisitinApril
2006,duringablockade, itwasthearmiesof
bothsides—especiallyatthethenchiefs’level
–thatdidthehomeworkfor lifting it.
Oli became a nationalist and gained

muchpopularitythankstotheblockade.But
in the current sentiment triggered by the
border dispute, the idea of nationalism has
once again been appropriated by a
Communistleaderwhohasallthroughcon-
centratedstatepowersuponhimself. It’sOli
who isdictatingNepal-India relations.

‘Need to settle NREGA the moment work is
executed... pay at the end of working day’

What changed in India-Nepal ties?
Nepal’sParliamenthasclearedamapthat includesareaswith India.Whathashappenedtotherelations
builtonhistorical ties?A lookat the influence Indiaoncehad inNepal, andwhere it stands today
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UnionHealthMinistryupdateasof11pm,June21.Somestatesmayhave
reportedhighernumbers.Onlystates/UTswithatleastonecaselistedabove.
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RESTOFINDIA
AndamanandNicobarIslands 47
AndhraPradesh 8452
ArunachalPradesh 135
Assam 4904
Bihar 7533
Chandigarh 404
Chhattisgarh 2041
DadraandNagarHaveli 68
Goa 754
HimachalPradesh 656
JammuandKashmir 5834
Jharkhand 1965
Kerala 3039
Ladakh 836
Manipur 777
Meghalaya 44
Mizoram 140
Nagaland 201
Odisha 4856
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Punjab 3952
Sikkim 70
Telangana 7072
Tripura 1186
Uttarakhand 2301
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Onwhethermuchof theextraborrowing
thisyearwillbeusedtomakegoodthe
shortfall inrevenuecollection
It is adynamicprocess. If hypothetically, the

governmenthadprovided incomesupport and
capitalsupport,andifhypothetically,thatmeant
that businesseswere able to recover andmake
somemoney, then the governmentwould get
more tax revenues and those revenueswould
havebeenusedtoshoreuptheBudget,andthen
some of the incremental borrowings could go
into other things. But the government has not
chosentothat.Therefore,Iagreewithyou,espe-
ciallysinceitisunlikelythatthegovernmentwill
meet evena small percentageof its investment
commitments in this calendaryear. Itwouldbe
absurd to think of that in themiddle of a lock-
down. And therefore, what the government
wouldneedtodoispreparetoborrowtomeetits
taxrevenueshortfall.Andthatisagoodthingbe-
causeitwillmaintainthegovernmentBudgetat
whereitwas,atamuchhigherproportionofthe
GDP,andamuchhigherproportionofthedeficit.
It is unfortunate that we are in a situation

whereweare lookingatonedatapoint. Forex-
amplethisyearwesaythatthegovernmentbor-
rowed12 crores, last year it borrowed7crores,
without having an idea aboutwhat is going to
happen to these 12 crores, andhowweare go-
ing tochange thesituationgoing forward.
Mostsensibleandeffectivefinanceministries

budget inathree-yearcycle. India isaglaringex-
ception. If wehadamedium-term fiscal frame-
work,we should have been advocating for ten
years—wewouldhavetosay,OK,we’regoingto
havetoborrowthismuchbetweennowand2023,
becausewearegoingtobehitonthetax front in
2020andpossibly2021.Astaxrevenuesrecoverin
2021-22-23,wearegoingtoborrowless.So,over
thelifetimeof themediumterm,hereismyplan
torecovertheeconomyandmaintainthesolvency
andsustainabilityofpublicfinances.
Wedonothavetheinstrumentation,wewrite

budgetsonfile,andtheconsequencesareappar-
entnow.Wearetalkingaboutsayingwhetherwe
shouldborrow20lakhcrore. It isaveryweakan-
alytical statement. And it is unfortunate thatwe
areinthissituation...Whatgovernmentshavecho-
sentodo—beitUPAorNDA—iswritesomething
thathasnobearingontheannualBudget.Media
doesn’tlookatit,businessdoesn’tlookatit.So,we
pay thewages for our own technical incompe-
tence, andyes, therefore,wewill onlyborrowto

makeuptaxrevenuesthisyear,withoutanyreck-
oningofhowwearegoingtosolvetheproblem.

Onchallenges incashtransfers, suchas
identifyingbeneficiaries,andtheoptionof
expandingthesethrough NREGA, JanDhan
EitherIhavetobelievethegovernmentwhen

ithasbeensayingverydramatically,includingthe
Principal EconomicAdviser, that they have the
technology to carry out cash transfers, and that

thesuccessofthisgovernmentisitsabilitytomake
cashtransfers,directbenefittransfers…However,
whenduringsuchacrisis,whenpeopleareactu-
allygoinghome,andthenwesitdownanddecide,
“Oh,let’shaveanall-Indiarationcard”,thatmeans
that theprogramme to reachout to thepopula-
tionofIndia,usingAadhaar,JanDhan,andmobile,
thathasbeentoutedasoneofthemajorsuccesses
of thisgovernment, isnotfit forthepurpose.
I need toknowwhether thegovernment ac-

ceptsthisornot,becauseboastfulnessisaccompa-
niedbyexcuses.Soifyoursuccessistruethenmake
goodon it. Use your instruments in this crisis to
transfermoney.Ifyoucannot,acceptthatyourar-
chitecture isnot fit for thepurpose,andtherefore
youneedtodootherthingstotransfermoney.
Theobviouswaytotransfermoneywouldbe

not to sit in the Capital and decide how the
moneywill be transferred, but to ask the states
and local governments to identify thosewho
needthetransfers,andthusmobilisecommuni-
ties. But for that, youneed tomake apolicy an-
nouncement that priority would be income
transferscomewhatmay,withthesamealacrity
astheyetgloriouslyunspentPMCareswasmo-
bilised.Ifevenafractionoftheattentionthatwas
devotedtothatwasshowntowardstransferring
money,thenabetterjobwouldhavebeendone.
So,comingupwiththesebureaucraticexcuses–
thatyoucan’tidentifypeoplewhentheTVchan-
nelshaveshownyouwheretheyaretoyourface
— I find difficult to accept. If migrants can be
beatenup, theycertainlycanbe identified.
There areways to do this.When it comes to

NREGA,itisagoodthingthatthegovernmenthas
done,buttomakeitbetterwewill requireasus-
pension of the rules. There are two important

thingshere–ifyoucannotguaranteeworkinthe
originalNREGA,youwillpaythemintheirbank-
ing accounts directly. I thinkweneed to have a
settlementonNREGAat themomentwhen the
workisexecuted.ThosesittinginNITIAayogand
otherswho comeupwithwonderful solutions
usingartificialintelligencearenotcapableofthis
basictask– thatistopaypeopleattheendofthe
workingday…paythemwhatyouowethemin
ademand-basedprogramme. There I think, the
government is falling farshort.Toanextent, this
governmentfailureisubiquitousforthepast15-
20years,whichIthinkthepeopleinpoliticalau-
thorityknow,andthereforewhattheyaretrying
todo isavoidrelying toomuchontheexecution
capability of the government, and relying too
muchonour capability…Sowearemaking too
muchnoise on income supportwhen the gov-
ernmenthasclearlysaidthat itwouldnotdoso.

OnwhethertheadditionalNREGA
allocationinthe lockdownpackage isan
acknowledgementthatsomemigrant
workersmightnotcomebacksoon,and
whether industryshouldworry
ManyofthepeoplewhocamefromUP,Bihar,

Jharkhand,MPtoMaharashtra,Kerala,Goa,toex-
tremely lowend,badlypaid, and insecure jobs...
Iftheytakeacallthatthereasonwhytheydidso–
thedreamthattheysawforthemselvesandtheir
families– is going to be frequently disrupted by
society, not the government, which tells them
“youcomelast”, thentheywillstayback.
Thepoint isnot increasingNREGAallocation.

NREGAhastobefaithfullyexecuted,whichisnot
the casewith the bureaucracy. It is a demand-
driven program. Andwe have been rationing
NREGAandnoonewantstocommentonthat.So
yes,wemusttakeNREGAandeveryotheroppor-
tunityavailabletothem.Theidea ofemphasising
NREGAisahumaneone,andIamhappythatthe
governmenthasdonethis.Itfliesinthefaceofso-
cietalinstinctstogetthingsbacktonormal—that
normalwasaveryuglynormalforthemigrant.

TranscribedbyOmMarathe

(EDITEDEXCERPTS)
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AUDIENCEQUESTIONS

Onwhetherthegovernmentshould
have infusedequity inbusinessesover
prioritisingcredit
It is difficult todo thiswithoutbeingac-

cusedofcommunism.Basically,thisisusing
taxpayermoney to infuse equity andmak-
ingthegovernmentashareholderinthepri-
vate sector. This could be done in principle.
Oneway is by starting to infuse equity and
then have a program that converts this to
debt, and then the government exits. The
problemwith the debt-equity route is the
need for a bondmarket thatworks, andwe
donothaveagoodprivatebondmarket.We
need to do financial engineering that I
thought the governmentwould have been
doing in thepast2.5months.

OnhowIndiawill fareduringthe
comingdecade,projectedtobeoneof
debtanddepression
Evenbefore thecurrentcrisis, Ihadbeen

sayingwehaveadifficultdecadeaheadifwe
continue to rely on the consumption of the
top150milliontopowerourgrowthprocess...
Thiscrisishasmadethemattermoreurgent.
And today, we will have to take steps to
change the output composition of demand
inwaysinwhichwecanhavemoreinclusive
andsustainablegrowth.Thiswill requirere-
forms,butnotofthesortthegovernmenthas
announced.Thesewouldbeinpublicadmin-
istration, our credit policy, industrial policy,
etc.Ifwedothesereforms,IbelievethatIndia
isa largeenougheconomytobefine.

InthisE-XplainedheldafewweeksbeforehequitasDirector,National InstituteofPublicFinanceandPolicy,RATHINROY,ex-memberofPM’s
EconomicAdvisoryCouncil,discusseschallengesandoptionsinalikelyrecessionaryyear.HespoketoPVAIDYANATHAN IYERandANIL SASI

RathinRoy(left) inconversationonZoom
withPVaidyanathanIyerandAnilSasi
(aboveright)

NepalPMKPOliandIndiaPMNarendraModi in2016.ExpressArchive
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IT WAS USED IN HIS FAMOUS ‘UNPLUGGED’ SHOW

COBAINGUITAR SELLS FOR $6MILLION
The guitar Kurt Cobain played on Nirvana’s 1993 “MTV Unplugged” performance
months before his death sold for an eye-popping $6 million at auction. The 1959
Martin D-18E that Cobain played in the band’s rare acoustic performance and sub-
sequent live album was sold to an Australian man at the auction in Beverly Hills

ROMANIA

FugitiveIranian
judgediesafter
fall fromhotel
inRomania
AFUGITIVE Iranian judge
wantedbyIranoncorrup-
tion charges andby right
groups for jailing and tor-
turing journalists was
found dead of apparent
suicideFridayatahotel in
Romania where he had
beenstaying,accordingto
Iranianofficials.Thejudge,
Gholamreza Mansouri,
was a co-defendant in a
majorfinancialcorruption
trialinvolvingseveralsen-
ior judges accusedof em-
bezzlement and bribery.
Iran’schiefofinternational
policing,HadiShirzad,said
onFridaythataccordingto
information Iran had re-
ceived from Interpol in
Bucharest,Mansouri had
jumpedoutofahotelwin-
dowtohisdeath.

GholamrezaMansouri
wasfounddeadata
hotelinBucharest

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

USA

Professorwho
askedstudentto
anglicisename
sentonleave
A COMMUNITY college
professor in Oakland,
California, is onadminis-
trative leave after asking
a Vietnamese-American
studentto“Anglicise”her
name because he felt it
sounded “offensive” in
English. In aWednesday
nightemailexchangethat
was quickly shared to
tens of thousands on so-
cial media, Matthew
Hubbard, a professor in
the Laney Collegemath-
ematics department, re-
peatedly asked the stu-
dent, Phuc Bui Diem
Nguyen, to “Anglicise”
her name because it
“sounds like an insult in
English”.

CHINA

HKsecurity law
maybepassed
inJune:report
Beijing:China’stoplegisla-
tivebodywillmeetonJune
28, about aweek after its
last gathering, the official
Xinhuanewsagency said
onSunday, a shorter than
usualgapfollowingthean-
nouncementofdetailsofa
draftHongKong security
law. The draft law has
alarmed foreign govern-
ments and Hong Kong
democracy activists,who
areconcernedthatBeijing
iserodingthehighdegree
of autonomy granted to
the territorywhen itwas
handed over to China in
1997fromBritishrule.

PETERNICHOLLS
READING, JUNE21

A STABBING rampage in the
southern English town of
Reading, inwhich three people
were killed and three others
were seriouslywounded, is be-
ing treated as terrorism, police
saidonSunday.
A 25-year-old man was ar-

rested on suspicion of murder
after thestabbingsonSaturday
evening in a park in Reading,
which is about 65 km west
of London.
A security source told

Reuters that the man, who re-
mains in police custody, is
a Libyan.
“Counter TerrorismPolicing

can now confirm that the stab-
bing incident that happened in
Readinglastnighthasnowbeen
declared a terrorist incident,”
Thames Valley Police said in a
statement.
Prime Minister Boris

Johnson,whohasdescribedthe
incident as appalling, held a
meeting on Sundaywith secu-
rity officials, senior ministers
and police to be updated about
the investigation, a spokesman
for Johnsonsaid.
The stabbings took place on

a sunny evening hours after a
rallybyanti-racismprotestersin
the park, Forbury Gardens, but

appearedtobeunrelatedtothat.
“The Black Lives Matter

event had finished some three
hours previous and was by all
accountsaverywell conducted

peacefuldemonstrationandthis
is not a connected attack with
that whatsoever,” Jason Brock,
theheadof thelocalcouncilau-
thority, told theBBC.REUTERS

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
MINNEAPOLIS, JUNE21

ONEMANisdeadand11people
suffered non-life-threatening
wounds in a shooting in
Minneapolis, police there said
earlySunday.
Minneapolis police had first

said10peoplehadbeenshotwith
“various severity levels of in-
juries,”butrevisedtheirtotalup-
ward in a tweetposted just after
3amThemandiedatthehospital,
notat thescene,accordingtothe
policedailymediabriefingsheet.
Noonewasincustodyincon-

nectionwith theshootingasof 4
a.m.,accordingtoapolicerelease
that said preliminary investiga-
tionindicatedthat“individualson
foot” started shooting around
12:30amandlaterfledthescene.
An initial tweet from

Minneapolis police advised the
public to avoid the area in
UptownMinneapolis,acommer-
cial district that includes several

bars and restaurants.Minnesota
began allowing bars and restau-
rantstoreopenwithlimitedserv-
iceonJune1aftersomesixweeks
of closure because of the coron-
aviruspandemic.
Photographs posted to social

media showedwindows at the
Landmark’sUptownTheatreand
anotherstorefrontshotout.
Screamswereaudibleonalive

video posted to Facebook that
showedtheaftermathatthescene.
Small crowdsofpeoplegathered,
withsomecrouchedovervictims
lyingonthepavementbeforepo-
liceofficersonbicyclesshowedup
to attend to them. Splatters of
bloodonthepavementwerevisi-
ble in thevideoafter thevictims
were taken to local hospitals—
someviaambulanceandothersin
privatevehicles, according to the
policerelease.
Theareaisabout5kilometres

west of theMinneapolis com-
mercialareaandneighbourhood
hit by rioting in the wake of
GeorgeFloyd’sMay25death.

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
SYRACUSE, JUNE21

NINE PEOPLE were shot at a
Saturday night “celebration” in
centralNewYork,authoritiessaid.
Of theninevictims, onewas

a17-year-oldboyincriticalcon-
ditionwithagunshotwound to
the head and eight others —
ranging in age from 18 to 53—
were expected to survive, a re-
lease fromSyracusepolice said.
No one was immediately

takenintocustody,andSyracuse
Police Chief Kenton Buckner
emphasized that the investiga-
tionwas in its early stages in an
appearance at a press confer-
encealongsideSyracuseMayor
BenWalsh.
Syracuseofficershadarrived

at thescene justbefore9pmfor
reports of a stolen car, but re-
spondingofficersweremetwith
by people who said shots had
been fired into the crowd of a
“few hundred,” Buckner said.
Thepolice chief saidhis officers
didn’thear thegunshots.

REUTERS&AP
TULSA, JUNE21

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump,
addressingaless-than-fullarena
for his first political rally in
months, blasted anti-racism
protests and defended his han-
dling of the coronavirus on
Saturday inabid toreinvigorate
his re-electioncampaign.
ThePresident,whorevels in

largecrowdsandhadpredicted
that his first rally in months
wouldbeepic, blamedtheme-
dia for discouraging attendees
and cited bad behavior by
demonstratorsoutside,butdid
not specifically acknowledge
thatmany seats in the 19,000-
seat BOK Center arena were
empty.
Trump sought to use the

eventtobringmomentumback
to his campaign after coming
under fire for his responses to
thecoronavirusandtothedeath
of George Floyd, a Black man
who died in the custody of
Minneapolis police.
The smaller-than-expected

crowd robbed him, at least for
now,oftheabilitytohighlighten-
thusiasmforhis candidacyasan
advantage over his expected
Democratic challenger, former
VicePresidentJoeBiden,whohas
eschewedlargecampaignevents.
Trump told supporters at his

campaign rally that the US has
tested25millionpeople,farmore
thananyothercountry.The“bad
part,” Trump said, is thatwide-
spread testing leads to logging
morecasesof thevirus.
“Whenyoudo testing to that

extent, you’regoing to findmore

people,you’regoingtofindmore
cases,”Trumpsaid.“SoIsaidtomy
people, ‘Slow the testing down,
please.’Theytestandtheytest.”
Trumpopted toholdhis first

rally in110daysdespiteconcerns
from local health officials that it
couldleadtofurtherspreadofthe
virusinTulsa.Mostof thoseinat-
tendancedeclinedtowearamask.
“In an outrageousmoment

thatwillberememberedlongaf-
ter tonight’s debacle of a rally,
President Trump just admitted
that he’s putting politics ahead
ofthesafetyandeconomicwell-
beingof theAmericanpeople—
even as we just recorded the
highest number of newCOVID-
19 cases in almost twomonths
and 20millionworkers remain
out of work,” according to the
Bidencampaign’s statement.
Oklahoma has reported a

surge in new coronavirus cases
inrecentdays,andthestate’sde-
partmentofhealthwarnedthat
attendees facean increasedrisk
of catching thevirus.
“I’m not concerned about it.

I think it’s mostly a hoax,” at-
tendeeWillWilliams,46,saidof
the coronavirus, questioning
whyDemocratswere notmore
concernedaboutpeoplewhodie
from drug overdoses.Williams
didnotwearamask.

AP&REUTERS
BARCELONA, JUNE21

SPAINREOPENED its borders to
European tourists Sunday in a
bid to kickstart its economy
while Brazil and South Africa
struggled with rising coron-
avirus infections.
Theheadof theWorldHealth

Organizationhaswarnedthatthe
globalspreadofthevirusisaccel-
eratingafteradailyhighof150,000
newcaseswasreportedlastweek.
SpainonSundayendedana-

tional state of emergency after
threemonths of lockdown, al-

lowingits47millionresidentsto
freely travelaroundthecountry
forthefirsttimesinceMarch14.

Spain also dropped a 14-day
quarantine for visitors from
BritainandcountriesinEurope’s

visa-free Schengen travel zone
toboost itsvital tourismsector.
Buttherewasonlyatrickleof

travellersatMadrid’s airport.
Britainwilloutlineitsplansto

ease the coronavirus lockdown
thisweek, healthministerMatt
Hancock said on Sunday, poten-
tiallyrelaxingthetwo-metrerule
on social distancing, allowing
many businesses to reopen in
earlyJuly.Manyemployers,espe-
ciallyinthehospitalityandleisure
sectors, have said the rule that
peoplemust remain twometres
apartwillpreventthemfrombe-
ing able to operate as lockdown
measuresarelifted.

Dubaiwill allow foreignvisi-
torstoenterfromJuly7,whilefor-
eignerswithresidencyvisaswill
beabletoenterfromJune22,the
Dubai Media Office said on
Sunday. It said those entering
wouldhavetopresentcertificates
toshowtheyhadrecentlytested
negative for the coronavirus or
wouldundergotestsonarrival.
Serbianswenttothepollson

Sunday to elect a new
Parliament in Europe’s first na-
tionalelectionsincecoronavirus
lockdowns took effect three
monthsago,withtherulingcon-
servatives expected to win a
comfortablemajority.

MOHAMMEDMUKHASHAF
ADEN, JUNE21

SOUTHERN SEPARATISTS have
seizedcontrolofYemen’s island
ofSocotraintheArabianSea,de-
posing its governor and driving
out forces of the Saudi-backed
governmentwhichcondemned
theactionascoup.
The Southern Transitional

Council(STC)declaredselfrulein
the south inApril, complicating
U.N. efforts to forgeapermanent
ceasefire in awar that has sepa-
ratistsandthegovernmentfight-
ingasnominalalliesinaSaudi-led

coalition against the Houthi
group,whocontrolthenorth.
On Saturday, the STC an-

nounced it had seized govern-
mentfacilitiesandmilitarybases
on themain island of Socotra, a
sparsely populated archipelago
which sits at themouth of the
Gulf of Aden on one of the
world’sbusiest shipping lanes.
The government which is

led by President Abd-Rabbu
MansourHadi condemned the
action as a “full-fledged” coup
on the island and accused STC
forcesof attackinggovernment
buildings in “gang-style
behaviour”.REUTERS

3stabbedtodeath in
UKterrorattack:police
3othersseriously injured;25-yr-oldLibyanmanarrested

Atthesceneof the incident,whichtookplace inpark in
Reading,65kmwestof London,onSunday.Reuters

One dead, 11 injured in
Minneapolis shooting

Nine shot at in
NY ‘celebration’

Trumpathis rally inTulsa,Oklahoma.Reuters

U.S. PRESIDENT’SFIRSTPOLITICALRALLY INMONTHSMARREDBYLOWATTENDANCE

Test less, Trump suggests as cases rise
‘Whenyoudotesting to thatextent,
youaregoingto findmorecases’

Thecrowdat therallywasmuchsmaller thanexpected.NYT

TikTok teens say they
sank President’s rally
TAYLORLORENZ,
KELLENBROWNING
&SHEERAFRENKEL
JUNE21

USPRESIDENTDonald Trump’s
campaignpromisedhugecrowds
athisrallyinTulsa,Oklahoma,on
Saturday, but it failed to deliver.
HundredsofteenageTikTokusers
andK-popfanssaythey’reatleast
partiallyresponsible.
BradParscale,thechairmanof

Trump’s re-election campaign,
postedonTwitteronMondaythat
the campaign had fieldedmore
than1millionticketrequests,but
reporters at the event noted the
attendancewas lower than ex-
pected. The campaign also can-
celledplannedeventsoutsidethe
rally for an overflowcrowd that
didnotmaterialize.
TikTok users and fans of

Korean pop music groups
claimed to have registered po-
tentiallyhundredsof thousands
of tickets for Trump’s rally as a

prank. After @TeamTrump
tweeted asking supporters to
register for free tickets using
their phones June 11, K-pop fan
accounts began sharing the in-
formation with followers, en-
couraging them to register for
the rally—andthennot show.
The trend quickly spread on

TikTok, where videoswithmil-
lions of views instructed view-
ers to do the same, as CNN re-
portedTuesday.“Ohno. Isigned
up for a Trump rally, and I can’t
go,” one woman joked, along
with a fake cough, in a TikTok
posted June15.
“It spreadmostly throughAlt

TikTok—wekept it on thequiet
sidewherepeopledopranksand
a lot of activism,” saidYouTuber
ElijahDaniel,26,whoparticipated
in thecampaign. “K-pop, Twitter
andAltTikTokhaveagoodalliance
where they spread information
amongsteachotherveryquickly.
Theyallknowthealgorithmsand
howtheycanboostvideos toget
wheretheywant.”NYT

PresidentTrump just
admitted that he’s
puttingpolitics aheadof
the safety andeconomic
well-beingof the
Americanpeople.”

—BIDENCAMPAIGN

Spain opens borders, UK to unveil plan to ease lockdown
Dubaiallowstourists toenter fromJuly7,Serbiansvote inEurope’s firstpost-lockdownelection

Travellers fromParisarrive inMadridonSunday.Reuters

Yemen separatists seize
remote island from govt

FOR THOSE WHO HAD SEVERE CASES, RECOVERY CAN BE LONG AND ARDUOUS

In New York, Covid-19 frontlines shift from ICUs to recovery wards
JOSEPHGOLDSTEIN
NEWYORK, JUNE21

CHARLIE BLUEWEISS, 33, woke
up believing hewas in a secret
infirmary in an airport some-
where,maybe in China. Hewas
certain someone was stalking
him; threatening messages
seemed to keep appearing on
screensaroundhim.
As his confusion—which is

common among Covid-19 pa-
tients who have spent a long
stint onamechanical ventilator

—dissipatedinthecomingdays,
Blueweissbegantotakestockof
hissituation.Herealizedthathe
was in the intensive careunit at
NewYork-PresbyterianHospital/
Weill CornellMedical Center in
Manhattan and that those
screensweredisplayinghisvital
signsandmedicalupdates.
The15daysontheventilator

left a deep sore on one cheek,
andhestruggledtounclenchhis
righthand.Hisrightfootburned
withpain, andhewas tooweak
tositup.Hecouldnotunlockhis
phonetocallhiswifebecausehis

handsweresoswollen.Whenhe
finally reached her, he asked,
“WhenamIcominghome?”
Home, in Queens, would

have to wait. On April 28,
Blueweisswastakeninagurney
to 11 North, a former inpatient
psychiatricwardatWeillCornell
that had been turned into a
Covid-19recoveryward.
With the peak of the coron-

avirus crisis inNewYork City in
the past, hospitals and their
medical staff are no longer
straining under the number of
critically ill patients — once so

numerousthatventilators,dial-
ysis machines and even seda-
tives randangerously low.
The front lines of the virus

fighthaveshiftedfromintensive
care units to recovery areas like
11 North, and similar units at
other hospitals, like Rusk
Rehabilitation at NYU Langone
OrthopedicHospital.Here,doc-
torsarefindingthatforthemost
severe cases, recovery can be a
longandarduousprocess.
Patientswhosurvive lengthy

intensivecareunitstaysduringor-
dinarytimes—afterheartsurgery,

caraccidents,shootings,sepsisor
respiratory failure— often face
lengthyrecoveries.Somepatients
report cognitive deficits, includ-
ingdifficultyconcentrating.Many
struggle to return to their jobs.
Aboutone-thirdhaveanxiety,de-
pression or symptoms of post-
traumaticstressdisorder,saidDr.
Lindsay Lief, a pulmonologist at
Weill Cornell whoworkswith
post-ICUpatients.
“In theCovid era, I think this

will bemagnified,” Lief said.
She noted that the typical

Covid-19patient inan intensive

careunitwasgenerallytherefor
an unusually long time — one
study suggested at least two
weeks. Thatmeansmoremus-
cle loss and increased risk of
otherproblemsaswell.
Even thosewhose lungs are

mostlyhealedmaybequitedebil-
itated after long immobilisation
inanICU,wheretheyareadmin-
isteredhighdosagesofsedatives.
Somemust relearn to swallow
without choking. Others have
cripplingnervepain.Othershave
cognitivedeficits, includingtrou-
blewithwords.NYT

CharlieBlueweiss,33, spent15daysonaventilatorwhile
undergoingtreatment for thecoronavirus.NYT

THEUKhasseena
stringof attacks inre-
centyears involving
stabbingsthathave
beenclassifiedas ter-
roristattacks. In2017,eight
peoplewerekilled in
Londonwhenassailants
droveavanintopedestrians
beforegoingonastabbing
spree.LastNovember, two
peoplewerestabbedto

deathnearthe
LondonBridge,andin
February,amanwho
worea fakesuicide
veststabbedtwo

people inSouthLondon.UK
policeauthoritieshavesaid
thecoronavirus lockdown
couldmaketheproblem
worseas isolatedpeople
maybecomevulnerable to
radicalisation.

Stringof stabbingattacks inUK

New Delhi
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Market Watch
FPIS INVEST `17.9KCR IN JUNSOFAR
New Delhi: Latest depositories data showed that a net sum of Rs
20,527 crore was pumped into equities by foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) between June 1-19, while they withdrew a net Rs 2,569 crore
from debt segment, taking total net investment to Rs 17,985 crore. PTI

HOLDINGSOFDOMESTIC INSTITUTIONAL INVESTORSAT14.4%ASOFMAR ’20

SANDEEPSINGH
NEWDELHI,JUNE21

EVEN AS foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) rushed to sell out
their holdings in Indian compa-
nies during the quarter ended
March 2020 following the risk
aversionafterconcernsroseover
global economic growth follow-
ingthespreadof thecoronavirus
pandemic,domesticinstitutional
investors (DIIs) raisedtheirhold-
ing inNSE-listed entities, hitting
analltimehighof14.4percent.
Accordingtotheshareholding

filed by 1,575 of the total 1,631
companieslistedontheNational
Stock Exchange (NSE) for the
quarter endingMarch 31, 2020
and data sourced from nsein-
fobase.com, a joint initiative of
NSE andPRIMEDatabase,while
FPIsreducedtheirholdinginNSE-
listedcompaniesfromafouryear
high of 20.24 per cent in
December2019to19.13percent
as onMarch31, 2020,DIIs ledby
mutual funds (MFs) increased
their holdings to all-time high
level of 14.4 per cent from14.06
percentinDecember2019.
Holding of domesticMFs in

companieslistedonNSEreached
anall-timehighof7.97percentby
value as on March 31, 2020. It
stood at 7.79 per cent as of

December2019.
Inabsolutevalueterms,how-

ever, all categories lost signifi-
cantly following a sharp correc-
tion inmarkets inMarch due to
COVID-19. TheSensex fell 23per
centinMarch,andbetweenJanu-
aryandMarchitlost28.6percent.
While the total value of FPI

holdingsfelldownby32percent
from Rs 30.72 lakh crore in
December2019 toRs20.92 lakh
crore in March 2020, the total
valueofDII holdingsdeclinedby
26.2 per cent fromRs21.34 lakh
croretoRs15.74lakhcrore.

The reduction in FPI holding
and increase in holdings byDIIs
amidstthepandemichasresulted
innarrowingof thegapbetween
FPIandDIIholding.
The gapbetween FPI andDII

holdinginNSE-listedcompanies,
which stood at 6.18 percentage
points in December 2019, nar-
rowed to4.73percentagepoints
attheendofMarch2020.Overthe
last six years, the gap has been
steadilynarrowing.
Data shows that while FPI

holding has come down from
19.54percentMarch2014to19.13

percentinMarch2020,DIIhold-
inghasgoneupsignificantlyfrom
10.63per cent to14.4per cent in
thesameperiod.
This also indicates the grow-

ing influence of domestic in-
vestors and the deepening of
Indianmarkets through theMF
route. In fact, theMFholding in
NSE-listedcompaniesinthesame
periodhasrisensignificantlyfrom
2.8percentto7.97percent.
“I see the quarter ended

December 2016 as an inflection
point as the government an-
nounced demonetisation in

November.Theincrementaleffect
washighersincethenasformali-
sationofeconomyhappenedand
money started getting chan-
nelised intomutual funds,” said
Pranav Haldea, MD, PRIME
Database.Headdedthatincrease
inMFholdinghascreatedastrong
counterbalancetoFPIs.
“Ten years back, when FPIs

pulledout,therewasnocounter-
balanceotherthanLIC.However,
nowMFs keep themarket rela-
tivelystable. InMarchalso,when
FPIspulledout,domesticMFssaw
itisaninvestmentoptionandthey
invested,”Haldeaadded.
Insurance companies, how-

ever, have not been able to in-
crease their holding in the same
period,and inthesixyearperiod
their holding has come down
marginally from5.49per cent in
2014 to 5.11 per cent inMarch
2020. Even in thequarter ended
March2020,whileMFsincreased
their shareholding inNSE-listed
companiesoverthatintheprevi-
ousquarter,insurancecompanies
sawadeclineintheirholdingfrom
5.16percentto5.11percent.
FPIs,however,continuetore-

main the biggest non-promoter
shareholdersintheIndianmarket
and their investment decisions
haveahugebearingonthestock
prices and overall direction of
markets.

BRIEFLY
PNBplansto
hitcapital
marketinQ4
New Delhi: The country’s
secondlargestlenderPunjab
NationalBankisplanningto
hit capital markets in the
fourth quarter this fiscal to
raise funds to help meet
growth needs and regula-
tory requirements. At the
moment, the bank is suffi-
ciently capitalisedwith the
capital adequacy ratio of
14.14per cent at the endof
March2020,PNBManaging
Director S SMallikarjuna
RaotoldPTI inaninterview.

Indiahikes
exposureinUS
govtsecurities
NewDelhi:Indiabecamethe
12th largest holder of US
governmentsecuritiesatthe
end of April, with holding
worth$157.4billion,accord-
ingtoofficialdata.Aftersig-
nificantly reducing the ex-
posure inMarch to $156.5
billion, Indianmarginally
hiked the holding by $0.9
billion to $157.4 billion the
nextmonth, the data from
theUSTreasuryDepartment
showed.

RCapsaysits
debtservicing
tobedelayed
New Delhi: Reliance
Capital (RCap)will not be
able to service its debt in a
timelymanner following
downgrading of its bond
programme by CARE
Ratings. PTI

KARUNJITSINGH
NEWDELHI,JUNE21

CHHATTISGARHENVIRONMENT
MinisterMohammadAkbar has
written to the central govern-
ment,requestingthatcoalblocks
intheregionofHasdeoandMand
riversandaproposedelephantre-
serveareainthestatenotbeauc-
tionedforenvironmentalreasons.
According to experts, there are
four coal blocks—Mogra South,
Mogra II, Sayang andMadanpur
North— in theareaoutof the41
blocks set to be auctioned for
commercialmining in linewith
anannouncementbyPrimeMini-
sterNarendraModionThursday.
“I request that coal blocks in

theareaof theHasdeoforestand
Mandriversaswellasthoseinthe
areaoftheproposedelephantre-
serve not be included in theup-
coming auction,” saidAkbar in a
letter to the Prakash Javadekar,
UnionMinister forEnvironment,
ForestsandClimateChange.
Akbar said therehadbeenan

increase in incidents of elephant
attacksonhumanhabitations as
aresultofanincreaseinthepop-
ulation of elephants and the
Chhatisgarhgovernmenthadan-
nounceda1,995-squarekilome-
tre area as the Lemru Elephant
Reserve,whichwas also part of
the area set to be allocated. He
noteditwasessentialthatmining
activitiesintheseareasbestopped

forthesafetyoftheforestsandthe
environmentinthestate.
Separately, Jharkhand has

moved the Supreme Court to
blocktheauctionofitscoalblocks
which are a part of this auction,
citing the need for a fair assess-
ment of the social and environ-
mental impact ofmining in the
areaaswellasapoorinvestment
climatewhichwasunlikelytore-
sult in the states receiving a fair
valueintheproposedauctions.
Activist and lawyer Sudiep

Shrivastavaalsonotedthatthear-
eas in Chhattisgarh contained
denseforestsandalsoareaswhere
tribalswhowerepreviouslydis-
placedfortheconstructionofthe
Bangodamon theHasdeo river
were resettled. He said that it
wouldbea“doublewhammy”for
thesetribalstobedisplacedagain
forcoalmininginthearea.
Shrivastava noted that these

areashadbeenclassifiedas‘nogo’
zones for coal mining by the
Environment Ministry. The

Ministry had, in 2009, classified
forest areas in the countryas ‘go’
and‘nogo’zoneswithminingbe-
ing banned in the ‘no go’ zones.
Subsequently, a government
panelsetuptoreviewtheefficacy
and legality of forest clearance
procedureshad raisedquestions
onthelegalityof thebanonmin-
ingin‘nogo’zones.
Shrivastava pointed out that

Indiahadsufficientlylargeproven
andindicatedreservesofcoalthat
densely forested areas could be
excluded fromcoalmining. “We
are innowaycompromisingour
energy security if we exclude
thesedenselyforestedareasfrom
mining activity,” he said, noting
thatonly15percentofIndia’scoal
reserveswereindenseforests.
AccordingtotheCoalMinistry,

Indiahasprovencoal reservesof
148.8billiontonnes,indicatedre-
servesof139.2billiontonnesand
inferred reserves of 31.1 billion
tonnes. Domestic production of
coalwas728.7milliontonnesand
total coal importswere 235.24
milliontonnesinFY19.
The Mogra II, Sayang and

MadanpurNorthcoalblockshave
previouslybeenallocatedformin-
ing and then surrendered,while
theMogra South block has not
beenallocatedpreviously.Shriva-
stavasaidtheCentreshoulditself
studyproposedminingareasand
obtain relevant environmental
clearancessothatsuchblocksare
notallocatedinthefirstplace.

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Sunday said lend-
inginstitutionsshouldassignzero
percentriskweightonthecredit
facilities extended under the
Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) to
MSMEborrowers.
“As credit facilities extended

undertheschemeguaranteedby
NCGTCarebackedby anuncon-
ditional and irrevocable guaran-
tee provided byGovernment of
India, it has been decided that
Member Lending Institutions
shall assign zero per cent risk
weighton thecredit facilitiesex-
tendedunder this scheme to the
extentofguaranteecoverage,”the
RBIsaidinanotification. PTI

Don’t assign
risk weight on
credit under
ECLGS: RBI
to lenders

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,JUNE21

DIESEL PRICE on Sunday hit a
freshrecordhighafterrateswere
hikedby60paise per litrewhile
petrolpricewasup35paise, tak-
ing the cumulative increase in
rates in 15days to Rs 8.88 a litre
andRs7.97respectively.
PetrolpriceinDelhiwashiked

toRs79.23perlitrefromRs78.88,
whiledieselrateswereincreased
toRs78.27alitrefromRs77.67,ac-
cording to aprice notification of
stateoilmarketingcompanies.

Diesel price
hits record
high after 15th
straight day of
hike in rateREUTERS

MILAN,JUNE21

ITALYISclosetounveilingtheap-
provalof guarantees fora6.3bil-
lioneuro ($7billion) financingof
Fiat Chrysler (FCA), two sources
familiar with the matter said,
pavingthewayforthelargestcri-
sis loanforaEuropeancarmaker.
FCA’s Italian division has

tappedRome’s COVID-19emer-
gency financing schemes to se-
cureastate-backed,three-yearfa-
cility to support the group’s
operations inthecountryaswell
asItaly’scarsector,inwhichabout
10,000businessesoperate.

‘Italy close to
announcing
Fiat Chrysler’s
$7-billion loan’

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,JUNE21

THEUSeconomyisdoing“amaz-
ingly” well, President Donald
Trump has said, stressing that
America iswitnessing “record-
setting”numbersintermsofjobs.
Trumpmade the comments on
Saturdaywhile responding to a
question on the US economy,
whichhas beenbattered by the
coronaviruspandemic.
Thecountry’sunemployment

rate for Aprilwas 14.7 per cent,
whichwasthehighestsince1948.
With the addition of 2.5million
jobs,themonthlyratedroppedto
13.3percentforMay.

The economy had lost 22.1
million jobs inMarch andApril

whenmost parts of theUSwere
underlockdownduetothecoro-

navirus outbreak. InMay, some
businesseshavereopenedandre-
hiring ofworkers haspickedup.
Trumphaddescribed the num-
bersasanaffirmationofthegood
workhis adminstration is doing.
“TheUSeconomyisdoingamaz-
inglywell,”Trumptoldreporters.
“Iwouldsaythatthenumbers

thatwe’re doing are record-set-
ting numbers.Wehave record-
settingjobnumbers,”hesaid.“We
haverecord-setting,asyouknow,
retail sales numbers; that just
cameout.TheUSeconomyisdo-
ingvery,verywell,”heasserted.
Earlier KevinHassett, senior

adviser to thepresident and for-
mer chairmanof the Council of
EconomicAdvisers at theWhite

House, told CNN that the coun-
try’seconomyiscomingbackway
fasterthanonethought.
“RightnowIthinkeconomists

needtobehumbleandrecognise
that when we’ve got 17 states
where credit card spending is
abovewhere itwas last year al-
ready, that it suggests that this
economy is really, really coming
backway faster than I thought,”
Hassette said. At the same time,
he conceded that the economy
wouldbehit if therewas tobe a
secondwaveof the coronavirus.
“Ifthereisasecondflare-upthat’s,
youknow,biggerthanwhatwe’ve
seenandtheeconomydoeshave
to move towards more shut-
down,”hesaid. PTI

Chhattisgarh asks Centre to exclude
four blocks from commercial coal
mining over environment concerns

RISING INFLUENCE OF DIIs ON
NSE-LISTED COMPANIES

Quarter FPI DII MF
ownership ownership ownership

Mar31,2020 19.13% 14.40% 7.97%
Dec31,2019 20.24% 14.06% 7.79%
Mar31,2019 19.65% 13.69% 7.20%
Mar31,2018 19.14% 12.67% 6.17%
Mar31,2017 19.73% 12.04% 5.00%
Mar31,2016 19.28% 11.52% 4.32%
Mar31,2015 20.69% 10.39 % 3.57%
Mar31,2014 19.54% 10.63 % 2.80%

Source:nseinfobase.com;Ownerships invalue terms

Green certificate sales fall
55% to 3.33 lakh in May
Sales of renewable energy certificates (RECs) tumbled
over 55 per cent to 3.33 lakh units inMay compared to 7.5
lakh in the samemonth a year ago, as per official data

2.78LAKH:Number of RECs
traded on the IndianEnergy
Exchange (IEX) inMay,
compared to5.5 lakh in the
samemonth last year

0.55LAKH:Number of RECs
traded on thePower Exchange
of India (PXIL) lastmonth, as
against 2 lakh inMay2019

WHATARERECs:RECs are a
type ofmarket-based
instrument to promote
renewable sources of energy
and development ofmarket in

electricity. OneREC is created
when onemegawatt hour of
electricity is generated from
an eligible renewable energy
source

REQUIREMENTUNDER
RPO:Under the renewable
purchase obligation (RPO),
bulk purchasers like discoms,
open access consumers and
capacitive users are required
to buy certain proportion of
RECs. REC trading is
conducted on the last
Wednesday of everymonth

HIGHERSUPPLY:
Bothnon-solar andsolarRECs
witnessedhigher supplyat the
twopowerexchanges inMay,
withsell bidexceedingbuy
bids:
BIDSATIEX:
■>2.8 lakh:RECswithbuy
bids
■>31 lakh:RECswithsell bids

BIDSATPXIL:
■>0.55 lakh:RECs
withbuybids
■>16 lakh:RECs
withsell bids

OVERALLBIDS:
■>3.33 lakh:RECswith
buybids
■>47 lakh:RECswithsell
bids

Source: IEX/PXIL/PTI

THESHARPriseinDII
holdingoverlastsixyears
hasprovidedacounter-
balancetotheFPIsin
Indianmarkets.Evenin
March2020,whenFPIs
pulledoutanetofRs
61,900crorefromIndian
equities,DIIsinvesteda
netofRs55,595crore.

Counterbalance
toFPIoutflows

DespiteCOVIDconcerns,mutual funds
leadDIIholding in listedcostoall-timehigh

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE21

TWELVE PUBLIC sector under-
taking (PSU) banks have sanc-
tioned Rs 40,416 crore in favour
of 12.43 lakh accounts and dis-
bursed Rs 21,029 crore among
5.81 lakhaccounts in theMSME
sector under the Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS) scheme as on June 18.
GujaratandTamilNadureceived
thehighestsanctionsofRs4,156
croreandRs4,012crore, respec-
tively, till June 18, according to
governmentdata.
The cumulative sanctions

nowwork out to around 14 per
centofthetotaltargetofRs3lakh
crore. The average sanction and
average disbursement per ac-

count isRs3.25 lakhandRs3.62
lakh, respectively. State Bank of
India(SBI)hasrecordedthemax-
imumcumulativesanctionsand
disbursementsofRs15,950crore
andRs10,667crore,respectively,
which is0.8percentand0.5per
centof its total loanbook.
Asperthescheme,bankscan

lend Rs 3 lakh crore till October
31,2020,ofwhich14percenthas

alreadybeenalreadysanctioned
by PSU banks till June 18. They
mayneed to sanctionRs 33,400
crorepermonthforthenextfour
months tomaintain their share
inoverall bank credit, according
toaCARERatingsreport.
Bank of Baroda (BoB) has

recorded the second largest cu-
mulative sanctions at Rs 4.987
crore(whichis0.8percentofto-
tal loanbookand5.7per centof
total MSME loan book as on
December31,2019).
Punjab National Bank sanc-

tionedloansworthRs4,271crore
and disbursed Rs 1,367 crore.
CanaraBanksanctionedRs3,983
crore and disbursed Rs 1,954
crore. “SBI and BoB have 22 per
cent and 65 per cent of overall
loan book undermoratorium,”
thereportsaid.

Gujarat andTamilNaduwit-
nessed disbursals of Rs 1,657
croreandRs2,560crore,respec-
tively. Other states which re-
ceivedsignificant levelsof sanc-
tions and disbursements
includedMaharashtra (Rs4,009
crore sanctions), Uttar Pradesh
(Rs 3,094 crore) and Rajasthan
(Rs2,608crore).
“TheECLGS scheme is a spe-

cific step to the unprecedented
situationof COVID-19. It aims to
providethereliefandisexpected
to increase the liquidity of the
MSMEsectorandprovideanad-
ditional credit of up to Rs 3 lakh
crore at low cost,” the rating
agencysaid.
PSUbankshadaround58per

centandprivatesectorbanks35
per cent market share in total
bankcreditasonMarch31,2020.

Emergency credit: PSU banks sanction `40,416 cr
to MSME sector, highest in Gujarat and Tamil Nadu

WITHTHEskirmishattheborder
withChina,the‘BoycottChinaPr-
oducts’sentimentisrunninghigh.
Thedangers of any rashmove in
thisdirectionarewell-known.SN
SUBRAHMANYAN,CEOandMD
ofLarsen&Toubro,inaninterview
with SHUBHRA TANDON, cau-
tionedthattotakeatotalviewon
boycotting Chinese goods is not
feasiblecurrently.Editedexcerpts:

Howdoyouthinkthecallof
‘BoycottChina’willimpactthe
capitalgoodssector?
One has to be realistic and

practicalwhether it is possible.
ThereareChinesecompaniesthat
havesetupshopsinIndia,Chinese
goods are frommany points of
viewefficient and cost-effective.
So,totakeatotalviewthatwecan
boycott theChinese goods is not
feasiblebecausewealsohavebal-
ance of trade, and trade is obvi-
ouslyinclinedtowardsChina.But
if thecountrythinksfromalong-

termmeasureandlooksatChina
as an enemy country,we got to
putinplacepoliciesandprocesses
so that over a period of timewe
couldmakethiseffective.

Incasesomeimporttariffsare
leviedoncomponentsand
goodscomingfromChina,
whatwillbetheimpactin
termsofsuppliesandprices?
Itwill affect becausemanyof

us have placed orders on some
Chinese companies. If there is a
suddenimpositionof importtar-

iff and then there is a sudden
changeinlaw,onewillhavetode-
pendonthegovernmentforcom-
pensationonsomeoftheseissues.
Secondly,wewillhave to findal-
ternativesourcesof suppliesand
those can be costlierwhichwill
leadtosomecosts.

Giventhatgovernment
financesaresostretchedand
there’suncertaintyinpolicies,
howsustainableisittodepend
ongovernmentorders?
Inthelastfewyears,thereisan

over-dependenceonthegovern-
mentforinfrastructureandengi-
neering orders for a fair amount
of contracts. This is because the
private sector in Indiawhich is
veryvibranthasover-stretchedit-
selfintermsofleveragingitsdebt,
balance sheet and someof them
have overestimated the kind of
revenues that will come in.
Therefore,thereisalotofturmoil.
Having said that,wehave tode-

pendonthegovernmentsidefor
orders,whichhasbeenthecase.I
thinkthesituationisgoingtocon-
tinuelikethisforsomemoretime.

UdayKotak,whiletakingover
astheCIIpresident,saidthe
governmenthasdoneenough
andit’sfortheprivatesectorto
startinvestingevenif itmeans
toexport.Doyouagree?
Onehas to agree to that. In a

countrylikeours,thegovernment
alone cannot domuchof the in-
vestmentsandithastobebacked
by private-sector investment. I
also agree that the government
hasdonewhat it can in termsof
empowering the private sector
from a liquidity, moratorium,
NCLTdeferment,fromsustaining
the MSME point of view.
However, the entrepreneurial
spirit has to comeback. The in-
vestmentspurthastocomeback
andthatcanonlyhappenwithde-
mandcomingback. FE

Boycotting China items not feasible: L&T MD-CEO

GujaratandTamilNadu
receivedthehighest
sanctionsof `4,156
croreand`4,012crore,
respectively, till June18,
accordingto
governmentdata

“I requestthatcoalblocks
intheareaoftheHasdeo
forestandMandriversas
wellasthose intheareaof
theproposedelephant
reservenotbeincludedin
theupcomingauction”

MOHAMMADAKBAR
CHHATTISGARH
ENVIRONMENTMINISTER

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

COMPANIESWILLnotbeableto
claim input tax credit (ITC) for
GST paid on hiring commercial
vehicles for transportation of
employees, if providing such a
service is not obligatory under
any law, the Authority for
AdvanceRuling (AAR)has said.
On an application filed by

Prasar Bharti Broadcasting
Corporation (All India Radio),
Shimla, the Himachal Pradesh
bench of AAR cited Goods and
Services Tax (GST) law to state
ITC shall be available on fulfil-
ment of one condition— “such
goodsorservicesorbothshallbe
obligatory for an employer to
provide to its employees under

anylawforthetimebeingforce”.
The applicant,who is apub-

licservicebroadcaster,soughtto
knowwhether ITCwillbeavail-
able on taxi hiring services like
pickup/drop-off staff, including
ladiesandhandicappedemploy-
ees, inoddhours.

AAR: Cos can’t claim ITC on
GST paid for hiring vehicles
for employee transportation

NewDelhi:GSTwillbelevied
onsaleoflandforwhichpri-
mary amenities — like
drainage,waterlineandelec-
tricity—havebeenprovided
byrealestatedeveloper,Guj-
aratBenchofAARsaid. PTI

‘Developed land
sold as plots will
attract GST’ SNSubrahmanyan. File

SAYS AMERICA WITNESSING ‘RECORD-SETTING’ NUMBERS IN TERMS OF JOBS

US economy doing ‘amazingly’ well: Trump

PresidentDonaldTrumpalsoassertedtheUShas“record-
settingretail salesnumbers”. AP

New Delhi
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ACROSS
1 Whereto findthecavalryman
hadenlisted freely (2,3,6)

9 Nicesurroundings (7)
10 Asect representedasbeing in
aclassbythemselves (5)

11 It’s sobadhalf-a-dozenstart to
leave (4)

12 Beat this forapolitical slogan
(8)

14 Hemayfollowanacewith
clubs,of course (6)

16 Drinkconcessiongivenback
bythe firm
(6)

18 Criminal takes twofoolish
people in (8)

19 Ablowonthehead(4)
22 Averysmallmeasureof corn
(5)

23 Lastdropofdrama
(7)

24 Thepoint in thesepuzzles is to
starta fight!
(5,6)

DOWN
2 Newbook(5)
3 Whenhe’saroundonemoves
quickly (4)

4 Upset,yethasnew
understanding(6)

5 Leaderwhoseutterances in
officearerecorded
(8)

6 Instructionsused in the
services? (7)

7 Whatanaccusationofbody-
snatchingwouldbe?(5,6)

8 Manof intelligencemoves
centrestage(6,5)

13 Actsdisagreeably
(8)

15 Aspired, inaway, to
helplessness (7)

17 UnitedStates isaftera record
inOlympicevent (6)

20 Aminorprize (5)
21 Vivacity I found ina
revolutionarysphere
(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
As theMoon
sweeps through the
most personal
reaches of your

solar chart youwould bewell
advised to payurgent
attention tomatters close to
home.WorkingArienswill be
encouraged to get as far ahead
as they can, andnot to let
randomemotions interfere
with theworkingday.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
If there is tobea
themefor theweek,
it shouldbethat
argumentscanbe

positive—andthat it’sgoodto
clear theair. The favourableway
toharmoniseyour lifewith
today’s stars is tosetout to take
decisionsandopennewlines
of communication.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
You’re still receiving
a valuable shot of
energy fromMars’
relationshipwith

your sign but, in general, the
situation is looking rather
less organised. So, if youdo
havepractical tasks to
complete, youmust be sure
to stepupyour level
of concentration.

CANCER(June22- July23)
TheMoon’s friendly
presence is a
definiteplus, but the
fact that it’s your

personal ruler is anadditional
sign that youcanafford to raise
your sights. If you’remaking
plans for tomorrow, though,
understand that circumstances
mayhave changedbefore
twenty-fourhourshavepassed
—and that theremightbe
extra costs.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
You’re about to face
somehard
decisions, not all of
whichwill be of
your ownmaking.

Today you can spend asmuch
time as youwishday-
dreaming, for your fantasies
will point theway to the truth.
Mind you, if youwant respect,
then you’ll have to earn it.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
This isaspecial time
of year, andyou
shouldmove
forwardwith

confidenceandfaith inyour
future.Setyourself up fora
positive timebyseekingallies
atworkandplanningsocial
initiativesathome. Justone
wordof cautionthough-secret
feelingscouldbeabout to
becomepublic.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
It’s time to indulge
your ambitions and
accept
responsibility over

others. This is something you
often tend to avoid, in spite of
the fact that, as current
developments should
demonstrate, you are able to
handle your dutieswith
unique skill.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Pay attention to the
legal situation and
make sure that
you arewell aware

of your rights. It’s a positive
moment for travel, although
anydelays could be caused
by familymembers or
home commitments. Take
simple precautions now
andyou’ll thank yourself
in future.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
The strongest
emerging theme in
your solar chart is a
desire for prestige

and status, and thiswill
obviously help those of
youplanningprofessional
promotion. Your daily
planetary patterns,
though, focus onyour
need to sort out joint
financial affairs.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Youmust pay extra
attention to family
members’ needs
today, for if

they are not satisfied they
haveways, even
unintentionally, of sabotaging
your hopes in return. Scratch
their backs and they’ll scratch
yours. That’s theway the
worldworks.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Stay busy and
realise that a day
spent copingwith
routine chores need

not be dull. Also, checkupon
your physical situation and
take steps to get in shape,
cleaningupyour diet and
exercise. After all, your body is
a shrine, as themystics always
tell us.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
It’s a fair day for
taking some
timeoff and
indulging in a

private affair or devoting a
little time to an artistic
activity. If unavoidable
commitments beckon, try to
make themaspersonally
enjoyable as possible. There’s
nopoint in sufferingwhenyou
don’t have to.
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Asympathetic___canbequiteasdearasa____.-Homer(6,..,7)

SOLUTION:REFER,VIZOR,INDICT,BEHALF
Answer:Asympatheticfriendcanbequiteasdearasabrother.-Homer

FREER CIIDNT

VIZIOR AELBFH

SolutionsCrossword4149:Across: 1Porter,4Aphorism,9Sagely,10Bellpush,12
Prop,13Pater,14Menu,17Inproportion,20Bedtimestory,23Lure,24Verne,25
News,28Imperial,29Camber,30Hacienda,31Xerxes.Down:1Post-paid,2
Regroups,3Ella,5Presentiment,6Oils,7Inures,8Mahout,11Lawoftheland,15
Domed,16Horse,18Moneybox,19Eyesores,21Elfish,22Tropic,26Brae,27Rage.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

RAJINDER GOEL 1942-2020

RajinderGoelneverplayedTestcricket,but thedomesticgiantwill forever remainoneof thegreatest Indianspinners

The best of the nearly men
SANDIPG
NEWDELHI, JUNE21

RAJINDERGOEL,thestalwartleft-armspinner
whodiedonSundayat77afterprolonged ill-
ness,wasarguably thegreatest of his craft to
haveneverplayedTestcricketforIndia.Yet,he
leftIndiancricketricherwithhisskilfulbowling,
charmingpersonality and relentlessdrive to
mouldyoungcricketerstillhegrewtooweakto
draghimself to thedistantdomestic fieldsof
Indian cricket, always spotting a smile and
stewinganoldstoryortwo.
Whenheleft thedomestic fieldattheage

of43after24yearsoffirst-classcricket,hehad
inhisledger750scalpsat18.58—637offthem
coming in theRanji Trophy,wherehe’s com-
fortablythehighest-everwicket-taker.Hewas
sodeceptive—aclassicalspinner,whoincor-
porated cunning andbeauty in equalmeas-
ures— thatheenjoyedone-upmanshipover
thefinestbatsmen,cuttingacrosseras.
Even the top Indian spinners of that era

sought his advice to counter the legendary
VijayManjrekar, as destructive a player of
spinonecouldeverbehold.ButGoelusedto
find his inside-edgewith a frequency that
made the great Bombay batsman admire
himandadmit thathewasoneof the finest
hehadever faced.Manjrekarpassedon the
mantle of the Bombay School of batsman-
ship to SunilGavaskar,whowas in asmuch
aweasdreadof thebeatificallysmilingGoel,
whonabbedhimfive times inhis career.
Goel stamped such a lasting impression

onGavaskarthatthelatternamedhimasone
of the ‘idols’ in his eponymous book. “He is
theonebowlerwhomIhavereallydreaded
facinginmylife.Ihaveneverbeenabletofeel
comfortable against his left-hand spinners
andGoel has been the onewho, because of
hisflattertrajectory,hasnotgivenmetheop-
portunity tostepdownthetrackanddrive,”
the legendaryopenerhadwritten.
Butthen,Goelwasnotadart-the-ball-in-

at-the stumpsmodern-day DRS-powered
left-armspinner.Rather,hehadseveralbows
inhisstringandasharper-than-swordmind.
Hehad abeautiful action andpivot, used to
getniceloopanddrift.Whatmadehimvery

difficultwas the subtle changes hemade in
flightanddrift.Goel’sreleasetoowasroman-
ticised.Soneatandunfussy,noheavytweaks
or rips, no visible strain onhis lithe body or
malleablewrits,thathehypnotisedbatsmen
withhisuncannyminimalism.
Yet,aTestcapeludedhim,makinghisstory

the greatest so-close-yet-so-far narrative in
Indiancricket,perhapsworldcricket.Theclos-
esthecametowasagainst theWest Indies in
Bangalorein1974-75,whenBishanSinghBedi
wassuspendedondisciplinarygrounds.Hewas
widely tipped tomakehisdebut, but instead,
theteamchosetwooff-spinners,EASPrasanna
andSVenkataraghavan toally leg-spinnerBS
Chandrasekhar.
It was a logic Goel could never grasp.

“When India played two off-spinners in
(Erapalli) Prasanna and (Srinivas)
Venkataraghavan,whatstoppedthemfrom
playingtwoleft-armspinners?”hehadonce
remarked.Itpuzzledhimthroughouthislife,
buthewasneverbitter.

Close friends
Goel’spathtotheIndianteamwasblocked

byBedi’sprowessandstature,butthetwore-
mainedclosefriends.“Acontentedmanwho
had no bitterness,” says Bedi. “Amanwho

couldnot get angry,” chimes in formerBCCI
treasurer Anirudh Chaudhry,whoworked
closelywithGoelasthelatterservedHaryana
cricket inseveralcapacities–includingtalent
spotterandmentor–afterhisplayingdays.
Chaudhry’s father and formerBCCIpresi-

dent Ranbir SinghMahendra said that "the
cricketworldhaslostoneof itsfinestjewels."
“Hiscontributiontothegameposthisre-

tirementwasmassiveandhewouldeagerly
watch even an inter-district game in search
for talent and remained the pivot for selec-
tion of Haryana cricket teams till he regret-
fully laid down his office on account of the
Lodharecommendations,”Mahendrasaid.
Fewcricketershaveworndisappointment

sogracefullyandstoicallyasGoel,whotillhis
lastdaysusedtogroomcricketersfromHaryana
andremainedagrandfatherlypresenceatnon-
descript,dustycricketgroundsofthestate.“He

wasadomesticmatchreferee fora longtime,
thenheused to travel to everyground in the
countrytospottalents.Idon’tthinkthereisany
cricketer in the country to not have passed
throughhiseyes,”saysChaudhry.
A friendly, amiable figure,Goelwouldnot

only impartyoungcricketerswith trade-spe-
cificknowledge,butalsousedtotransportthem
tothetimeheplayedcricket.“Hewasourwin-
dow into the1970s, used to tellme somany
greatstoriesthatmademefallinlovewiththe
game.Hekeptgivingbackmore to thegame
thatithadgivenhim,”accordingtoChaudhry.
Goel, though, was averse to praise, and

alwaysundersoldhimself.“Whatcouldhave
I done except bowlingwell? I loved cricket
and that wasmy life. There will be regrets
butyoudowhatyouhavetodo,”hehadsaid.
Thoughunfortunatethathepliedhiscraft

at thepinnacleof India’s spinbowling riches,
severalgenerationsof Indianbatsmenhoned
theirskillsfacinghim.“It'sbecauseofbowlers
likehimthatweIndianbatsmenbecamegood
playersofspinbowlingintheworld.Youneed
tobeagoodqualitybatsmantofacethemand
theymeantbusinessbychallengingeachbats-
manfromthefirstball.Theywerehigh-qual-
ity bowlers to face and if a batsmancanplay
them, then they canplay any spinner in the
world,”reflectsDilipVengsarkar,whousedto
keenlyawaittheTimesShieldsothathecould
play“GoelSahab”.
Heremembersanothermatch,inRohtak

in1984,whenanautumnalGoelmoppedup
half theMumbaisideinthefirstsession.The
natureofthesurfacehardlymatteredtohim,
someofhisfinesteffortshadcomeongreen-
tops. “He meant business by challenging
eachbatsmanfromthefirstball. Itwasunfor-
tunatethathedidnotplayTestcricket,”says
Vengsarkar.
That couldwell be the epitaphof his life

and career. Yet, that should not define him.
Forhewasmuchmorethanthat,atextbook
case of how to handle the setbacks of a ca-
reerwithadisarmingsmile,toillustratethat
youcouldbeaheroeven if youdon’tplayat
the highest level of cricket. As ‘Goel Sahab’
hadrepeatedseveraltimesinhislife:“What
could I have done except bowlingwell?” A
true romanticof thegame.

Afriendly figure,RajinderGoelwould
notonly impartyoungcricketerswith
trade-specificknowledge,butalso
usedtotransport themtothetimehe
playedcricket. File

PADMAKARSHIVALKAR

IANDRajinderGoelsharedthesamephilos-
ophy – jo mil gaya usi komuqaddar samajh
liya. I am a big Dev saab (Anand) and
(Mohammed) Rafi saab fan. I don’t know if
RajinderalsolikedDevsaab,butthelinefrom
Hum Dono (Mein zindagi ka saath nibhata
chalagaya) connectedus.
Wewere left-arm spinners, contempo-

rariesandbothofusmissedthebusintermsof
playing for India.We shouldhaveplayed for
Indiabutweweren’tpicked.Thosewhowere
inchargeof Indiancricketthenwouldbeable
totellyouwhyweweren’tpicked.Betweenus,
wehadover1,300 (1,339) first-classwickets,
butwere considered tobenot goodenough.
Later the BCCI gave us the Lifetime
AchievementAward andacknowledgedour
contribution to Indian cricket and thatwas a
memorablemoment.
We played as opponents in the Ranji

TrophyandDuleepTrophy.Wehadahealthy
rivalry.Butwehadhugemutualrespectaswell.
Infact,Ithoughtofhimasgod-send,suchwas
myrespectforhim.Asabowlerhewasunique.
Hecarriedanx-factorwhichnobodyhadand
hisperformanceattestedthat.Icannotexplain
that(specialtouchinhisbowling)toyou.Those
who havewatched him or playedwith or
against himknew the special aspect he car-
ried.Hewasalsoafantastichumanbeing.
Rajinderbowledflatterbutvariedhisflight.

Hisstylewasdifferent.Spinnersusedflightand
looptoteasethebatsmenthosedays.Heteased
the batters all right, but in a differentway.
Becauseof his flatter trajectory,hedidn’t give
thebatsmantimetostepdownthewicketand
drive.Hewasveryaccurateandpinnedthem
downontheback foot.Topbatsmen,masters
against spin, struggled toplayhim.Over the
past fewdecadeswehaveseen theprolifera-
tionofflattertrajectoryspinners,thankstolim-

ited-overs cricket. ButRajinderwasdifferent.
Hewasn’tabitsandpiecesspinner.Hevaried
hispacesowell.Whathehadwasspecial,no-
bodycouldprobablymatchthat.Ithinkhewas
a better bowler thanme. Hewas indeed a
strongcontendertoplayforIndia.
Despite being a flatter trajectory spinner,

hewasneverabadwicketspinner.Hewasan
all-weatherbowler,becausehereadthebats-
menwell andwasadept at changinghis tac-
ticsaccordingtoconditions.
Indiancrickethadsomegreatspinnersdur-

ingour time.As far as left-armspinwascon-
cerned,BishanBediwasanautomaticpickfor
theIndianteam.Bishanwasagreatbowler,but
Idon’tknowwhatpreventedtheauthoritiesto
playtwoleft-armspinners intheXI. (Erapalli)
Prasanna and (Srinivas) Venkataraghavan
played together. So if twooff-spinners could
play,whynottwoleft-armspinners?ButIdon’t
want togobacktowhathadhappened inthe
past.Letthatbedoneanddusted.
The news of Rajinder’s passing is a huge

shocktome.Hewasachampioncricketer.
(Padmakar Shivalkar is a former Bombay

left-armspinner;played124first-classmatches
and took 589 wickets at 19.69. He spoke to
ShamikChakrabarty)

‘Jo mil gaya usi ko
muqaddar samajh liya’

ShivalkarandGoelaccountedfor1,339
first-classwickets.Expressfile

DIMITROVTESTSPOSITIVEFORCOVID-19
Grigor Dimitrov confirmed in a social media post that he has tested
positive for Covid-19. The world No. 19 was one of the players competing
on the Adria Tour with other high-profile players like Novak Djokovic,
Alexander Zverev, Dominic Thiem in front of a packed crowd.

Goelstampedsuchalasting
impressiononGavaskarthatthe
latternamedhimasoneofthe
‘idols’inhiseponymousbook.
“HeistheonebowlerwhomI
havereallydreadedfacinginmy
life.Ihaveneverbeenabletofeel
comfortableagainsthisleft-hand
spinnersandGoelhasbeenthe
onewho,becauseofhisflatter
trajectory,hasnotgivenmethe
opportunitytostepdownthe
trackanddrive,”thelegendary
openerhadwritten.
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