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CHINESE SOUGHT TO ERECT STRUCTURES JUST ACROSS LAC: MEA

GovtrejectsChinaclaimtoGalwan,saysPM’s
no-intruderremarkwasonsituationafterclash
PMO acknowledges:
This time, Chinese
came in much larger
strength to LAC

India’s hopes
up as 26/11
wanted Rana
re-held in US
DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

ONE OF the key accused in the
26/11 Mumbai attacks, Tahawwur Hussain Rana, is likely to
soon face extradition proceedings in the US based on a request
from India.
Released recently after testing positive for coronavirus,
Rana has been re-arrested by US
authorities based on a provisional request from the National
Investigation Agency. This paves
theway forextraditionproceedings to begin against him in a US
court, sources said. India’s requestforhisextraditionhasbeen
pending for years.
A Pakistan-born Canadian
citizen, Rana is serving a 14-year
sentence in the US for his involvement in a terrorism plot

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20
AFTER A strong pushback from
the Aam Aadmi Party government, which included a stormy
meeting on Saturday, Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal
amended his order of Friday on
mandatory instutional quarantine for those testing positive in
the Capital.
In a statement issued after a
second meeting on Saturday
evening with representatives of
the Delhi government, among
others, Baijal said only those
Covid-19patientswhodonotrequire hospitalisation or those
without “facilities for home isolation” will have to go to institu-

INSIDE

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

WITH QUESTIONS being raised
about Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s remarks Friday that neither has anyone intruded into
Indian territory nor has anyone
captured any military post, the
government made it clear
Saturday that his remarks pertainedtothesituationinGalwan
Valleyaftertheviolentclasheson
the night of June 15.
This came on the day Delhi
rejected Beijing’s claim to the
Galwan Valley, underlining that
it was going against its own position in the past.
The Prime Minister’s Office,
in a statement, said the “focus of
the PM’s remarks” at the allparty meeting Friday “were the
events of 15 June at Galwan that
ledtothelossof livesof 20Indian
militarypersonnel”andthat“attempts are being made in some
quarters” to give it “a mischievous interpretation”.
“The sacrifices of the soldiers
of the 16 Bihar Regiment foiled
the attempt of the Chinese side
to erect structures and also
clearedtheattemptedtransgression at this point of the LAC on
that day,” the PMO said.
“As regards transgression of
LAC, itwasclearlystatedthat the
violence in Galwan on 15 June
arose because Chinese side was
seeking to erect structures just
acrosstheLACandrefusedtodesist from such actions.”

MALLICA JOSHI

tional quarantine centres. Those
testingpositivewill,however,be
referredtoCovid care centres for
assessment of their clinical condition, severity of illness and comorbidities, the statement said.
“Simultaneously,physicalassessment will also be done
whether adequate facilities for
home isolation like minimum
two rooms and a separate toilet
existsothatthefamilymembers
and neighbours are protected
andaclusterof casesdoesnotdevelop in that locality. If adequate
facility for home isolation exists,
andthepersononclinicalassessment does not require hospitalization,hewouldbeofferedtoeither continue to stay in Covid
centre/ paid isolation facility
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Hours
later,
Anurag
Srivastava, spokesperson for the
Ministry of External Affairs,
while responding to the claim
by Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Zhao Lijian that
“Galwan Valley is located on the
Chinese side of the Line of Actual
Control”, echoed the PMO statement. He said “the Chinese side
departed from these understandings in respect of the LAC
in the Galwan Valley area and
sought to erect structures just
across the LAC” and that
Beijing’s claim to Galwan “are
not in accordance with China’s
own position in the past” – not
since the Sino-Indian war of
1962.
The PMO did, however, say

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Opp asks why Army LAC remains on edge,
said opposite, why
fear of fresh flare-ups,
silence on Pangong calls to de-escalate
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20
PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi’sstatementattheall-party
meeting that nobody had entered Indian territory triggered
a political firestorm on Saturday
with the Opposition asking
whether he had “surrendered”
Indian territory to China.
The Congress asked the government to immediately clarify
its position on China’s claim to
the entire Galwan Valley in
Ladakh.
“PM has surrendered Indian
territory to Chinese aggression.

If the land was Chinese: why
were our soldiers killed? Where
were they killed,” senior
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
tweeted.
“China has now claimed the
entire Galwan Valley as theirs...
the Chinese are present in the
Galwan Valley. The Prime
Minister says there are no
Chinese troops in Indian territory. Keep the two statements
next to each other, the conclusion is horrifying,” senior party
leader P Chidambaram said.
“Before we spell out those
horribleconclusions,Iwouldask
the government to answer

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

SUSHANT SINGH

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20
THE MOOD on the Line of Actual
Control has changed dramatically ever since the death of 20
Indian soldiers in clashes with
Chinese troops in the Galwan
Valley on the night of June 15. So
tense is the situation that there
is a possibility it could deteriorate rapidly should there be another faceoff any time soon.
The Galwan incident – the
first deaths on the Sino-Indian
border in 45 years, and the most
serious breakdown of the 1993
understandingbetweenthetwo

Constable’s death in riots:
Delhi Police chargesheet
mentions Yogendra Yadav
PM Modi launches Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan Saturday. ANI

Make villages shine
now: PM at launch of
job scheme for poor
SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JUNE 20

ISSUING A call to “turn adversity
into opportunity”, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
Saturday launched the Garib
Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan, a skillbased employment scheme
aimed primarily at migrant
workers who have returned to
theirvillages to escapetheCovid
lockdown distress.
“This programme is dedi-

88 3,95,048

Army vehicles near Leh on Thursday, on way to Eastern Ladakh, which saw a clash with China recently. Wangailkaya

MANOJ CG

cated to workers. We understand your sentiments and also
your needs. This programme is a
big platform to achieve this. So
far, you had been making cities
shine with your efforts, now you
will boost your villages and localities,” Modi said.
With a 125-workday mandate to create public infrastructure, with the involvement of 11
central departments, the
Rs50,000-croreinitiativewillfocusonjobcreationin116districts

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

He says, ‘My speeches in public...
point out one that incited violence’
SOMYA LAKHANI

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20
SWARAJ INDIA president
Yogendra Yadav, student leader
KawalpreetKaurandadvocateD
S Bindra find mention in a
chargesheet filed by the Delhi
Policeinthemurdercaseof head
constable Rattan Lal (42) during
the riots in Northeast Delhi in
February.
While the three are not part
of the list of 17 accused, the
chargesheetstatesthatthe“links
of the organisers of the (Chand
Bagh) protest site with the likes
of D S Bindra (AIMIM),
Kawalpreet Kaur (AISA),
Devangana Kalita (Pinjra Tod),
Safoora, Yogendra Yadav, etc itself indicates a hidden agenda
behind the violence”.

According to police, the
ChandBaghprotesthadbeengoing on since mid-January.
As per the chargesheet, on
February24,“seriouscommunal
riots took place in Northeast
Delhi, in which more than 750
cases were registered, 53 persons lost their lives, including
head constable Rattan Lal of the
Delhi Police”.
The chargesheet states: “Lal,
along with ACP (Gokalpuri) and
DCP (Shahdara) and some other
policeofficials,was present closest to the protest site at Chand
Bagh. Apparently, during the attack by mob, he could not jump
over the five-feet-tall divider on

nuclear-armed neighbours who
also agreed not to use firearms
alongtheirlargeandoftenundefined border – has stalled the
processof disengagementbythe
two sides in Ladakh.
Moreworryingly,thecircumstancesof thedeathof the20soldiers have increased chances of
anescalationintoamilitaryconflict on the LAC since adherence
to old protocols and SOPs will
now be very hard to enforce.
“If de-escalation does not
take place fast, the chances of
more such clashes taking place
will increase. When you have
troops eyeball-to-eyeball, there
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Unlock, unlock, unlock,
PM Modi recently told
CMs. Beginning today,
The Indian Express drops
anchor in Bhagalpur to
track this unlockdown
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RECOVERED:2,13,830 | DEATHS: 12,948
TESTS:66,16,496 | DOUBLINGRATE:20.16**

TOTAL
CASES

SURGEIN
24HRS

7-DAYAVG. DOUBLING
GROWTH*
RATE **

1,24,331

3,827

2.99%

24.06

■ Gujarat

26,198

538

2.16%

33.36

■ Delhi

53,116

3,137

5.37%

13.40

■ Tamil Nadu

54,449

2,115

4.25%

16.96

7,290

250

2.59%

27.82

13,090

355

3.56%

20.20

■ Maharashtra

■ Bihar
■ West Bengal

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

CONCERN

DELHI: More
than 3,000 new
cases on Friday. Set
to overtake Tamil
Nadu case load

** Calculated over 7-day growth

CAUTION

HARYANA: The
numbers had been
going down, but
more than 200 in
last two days

A GLIMMER

TRIPURA: One of
the fastest growing
not too long ago,
growth now below 3
per cent

Based on daily data by Centre, ICMR, state governments

The Dharavi unlock:
How daily new cases
down to single digit
SANJANA BHALERAO
MUMBAI, JUNE 20

DHARAVI,the2,400-squaremeter slum sprawl, which had
emerged as a Covid-19 hot spot
inMumbaibymid-April,andhad
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) deeply worried, has witnessed a steady declineinthenumberof newcases
in June. On Saturday, addition to
cases was in single digit for the
firsttimesincetheareareported
its first case on April 1.
The drop in new cases in
Dharavi is characterised by a
steep fall in the doubling time of
18 days in the last week of April
to 78 days as of June 19. At 78
days, it has the longest doubling
time in Mumbai, where overall
the cases are now estimated to
double in 34 days.
On April 1, Dharavi reported
its first Covid-19 case and also
the first death due to the virus,
albeit in a multi-storey residentialcomplexinBaligaNagarwith
good sanitisation facility and
scope for social distancing. But
alarm bells rang four days later,

Doubling rate in slum now
longest in Mumbai. Express
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SHUBHAJIT ROY &
KRISHN KAUSHIK

After AAP pushback,
L-G changes order to
allow home isolation

●

Makingofa
newmodel

From roping in private
and local medical practitioners to classifying
every Covid-19 contact
as ‘high risk’ given the
density in the Dharavi
slums, the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation took bold
and smart calls over the
last two months.
when the virus found its way to
one of the largest and most

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Meet private school principal in Telangana, forced to sell idli on a cart

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

SREENIVAS JANYALA,
SANTOSH SINGH &
ABHISHEK ANGAD

HYDERABAD, PATNA, RANCHI,
JUNE 20
THE PRINCIPAL of a private
school in Khammam is running
afoodcart,tryingtosellidli,dosa
and vada. A Social Science
teacher in Ranchi is working on
his paddy field. And an English
teacher in Nalgonda has started

selling insurance policies.
The sweeping economic distress triggered by the Covid pandemicandlockdownhaspushed
countlessoutofjobs,setoffoneof
the biggest reverse migrations in
recenttimesandpushedmillions
of small businesses to the edge.
One of the hardest hit has
been private education. In cities
and small towns across the
country where private schools
were seen as a passport to aspiration, teachers are on their
knees, with parents unable to
pay fees and managements left
without money to pay salaries.
In most cases, these teachers

are the sole breadwinners,
which has meant that the distresshasaffectedentire families.
And several of them, heading
households in cities like Patna
and Ranchi, say they don’t have
the luxury of packing up and going back to their villages.
“If the students do not return
to school by July-August, things
will get worse for us,” says
Vidyasagar,a28-year-oldScience
teacher in Bihar’s Shekhpura
who is supporting his family
with loans and a credit card.
“Schools are telling teachers
that they cannot pay salaries as
studentshavenotpaidfeessince

Maragani Rambabu,aprivate schoolprincipal,nowruns a
foodcartwithhiswife atSathupalliinKhammam. Express

their parents have not got
salaries or are out of jobs,’’ says
Shabbir Ali, who heads a private
schools teachers’ association in
Telangana.
“What can we do?” asks
Sanjay Kumar, who owns Ankur
Public School in Danapur near
Patna. “We have started online
classes but over 70 per cent of
parents are still not able to pay
thefees.Manydon’t havesmartphones for their children to accesstheonlineclasses.Weareall
trying not to sink together.”
The Sunday Express tracked
down several private school
teachers, from north to south —

andfound allof them caught between the Covid distress and
their dream of providing a better life for their families.

MARAGANIRAMBABU,36
PRINCIPAL,KHAMMAM;
SALARY:Rs22,000,
NOW:ZERO

HewasinchargeofMillenium
English Medium School in
Telangana’s Khammam till the
lockdown was announced and
the school management decided
thattheydon’tneedaprincipaltill
theschoolreopens.Withnoother
source of income to support his
wife, two children and mother,

New Delhi

Rambabu started a food stall
when the lockdown was relaxed
on June 5. “It felt odd at first... I
bought a cart with Rs 2,000, and
startedsellingidli,vadaanddosa,
along with my wife. At the end of
the day, we make a profit of
around Rs 200,’’ he says.

BADETIRAVI,30
ENGLISH,NALGONDA;
SALARY:Rs16,000,
NOW:ZERO

Ravi was a teacher at
Krishnaveni English Medium
School in Nakrekal near
Nalgonda in Telangana. “The
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2 Bihar policemen in Punjab
to serve summons to Sidhu
Katihar: A police team is in Punjab to ensure that
summons issued by a court here against Congress
MLA Navjot Singh Sidhu in connection with a case
filed last year for violation of model code of conduct
is served on the cricketer-turned-politician, a senior official said on Saturday.
Katihar SP Vikas Kumar said the two-member
team has been camping outside the former Punjab
minister'sresidenceinAmritsarforthepastcoupleof
days, but neither Sidhu is present nor anybody else
has received the summons on his behalf.
Sidhu was booked for violating model code of
conductinAprillastyearandbannedfromcampaigning for 72 hours by the EC during the Lok Sabha polls
for controversial remarks he had made at a rally in
support of former Union minister Tariq Anwar, who
was the Congress candidate from Katihar. PTI

CLARIFICATIONS &
CORRECTIONS
19.06.20, PAGE 1
RESPONDING TO a report in The Indian Express titled ‘‘For Class 10, NCERT lists topics for self-study,
no marking", a spokesperson for the NCERT sent the
following rejoinder Saturday: “The article is an attempt to misguide students, teachers and parents in
this COVID-19 period... NCERT has not published
any guideline, or issued circular or shared with
public the content, which this article reports.
Therefore, this article is baseless and untrue. Given
the sensitivity of the issues related to syllabus and
textbooks which has bearing on more than 25 crore
students, NCERT attempts to go through a number
of steps including thorough discussion not only internally but also with outside experts. NCERT also
discusses with states’ educational agencies including school education boards before finalizing any
document."
The Indian Express replies: The report clearly
states that the NCERT has prepared a draft document that is "still under discussion and could undergo further changes."
The Indian Express has accessed the 13-page
draft that lists, subject-wise, topics and themes that
Class 10 students can cover through “self-study, assignments or projects” this year. Its key points were
highlighted in the report. This draft was circulated
within the NCERT this week. The Indian Express
stands by its report.

Will virtual reality
help sports survive
post-pandemic?

Whatisitaboutthiscold,dry,high-altitudeterritorywithitsextremelyscarcevegetationthatmakesitapoint
ofdisagreementbetweenIndiaandChina?TheimportanceofLadakhtobothIndiaandChinaisrootedin
complicatedhistoricalprocesses.
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26/11 wanted

againstaDanishnewspaperandfor
providing material support to the
Lashkar-e-Taiba. The 59-year-old
resident of Chicago was arrested in
2009 on charges of plotting the
26/11 terror attacks.
In 2013, Rana was sentenced to
14yearsofimprisonment,followed
by five years of supervised release.
“Hewas recently released after
hereportedthathehadtestedpositive for Covid-19. Following this
the US authorities on June 10 executed our request for his provisional arrest. This paves the way
for his extradition proceedings to
begin in a competent court in the
US,” an NIA officer said.
Since he cannot be tried for offences he has already been convicted for in the US, India is seeking
extradition of Rana on the ground
that he was actively involved in
planning an attack on the New
Delhi-based National Defence
College and Chabad Houses in severalcities.Thereisalsoaforgerycase
registered against him in India.
In case India and the US had
failed to begin the extradition proceedings,Ranawouldhavebeendeported to Canada.

LAC on edge

is a lot of tension, anger, and any
smallincidentcanflareup,”former
Army Chief General VP Malik told
The Sunday Express.
AtthetimeoftheclashesonJune
15, the soldiers were armed — and
with ammunition, as per Army officers — but did not open fire in accordancewiththeestablishedpractice on the LAC. The decision to not
openfirehascomeunderheavycriticism,especiallyfrommilitaryveterans,andisunlikelytoberepeatedif
another clash takes place.
Andthechancesofanotherclash
arehighastroopsremaindeployed
in proximity at multiple locations
along the LAC. This risk is the highest at Pangong Tso, where latest
satellite imagery shows new
Chineseoutpostsandforwardpositions, that sit exactly on the ridgeline separating the two forces.
In the current environment of
high tension and anger, the next
brawl is unlikely to remain limited
tofisticuffs,pushingandjostling,or
fighting with sticks and stones.
The rules of engagement have
never prohibited opening of fire if
thelivesof soldiersareatstake,and
that message has gone home to all
soldiers and commanders at a very
high cost this week.
The 1967 Nathu La conflict between India and China started
with pushing and jostling, before
a Chinese soldier opened fire and
shotdeadtheIndianCommanding
Officer. Soon, it escalated to use of
medium artillery.
In Nathu La, the faceoff was at
a single location and both sides
had limited weaponry at their disposal. Now, the tensions are high
across the border and the availability of modern weaponry is
likely to make any escalation
much worse than Nathu La.
“Military-level talks at various
levelsareunlikelytoyieldanyperceptible results. An amicable resolutionisnowpossibleonlythrough
diplomaticandpoliticalchannels,”
formerArmyChief GeneralBikram
Singh said.While commanders on
the ground can reinforce adherence to existing protocols, that is
unlikely to provide an answer. The
solution lies in early disengagement by both armies, which can
onlybeachievedatapoliticallevel.

WITHMANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA

PM on villages

in six states — UP, MP, Jharkhand,
Odisha,RajasthanandBihar--that
saw the maximum number of migrant workers returning over the
last three months.
With32ofBihar's38districtson
the list, the scheme was launched
from Khagaria's Telihar panchayat
by the Prime Minister via videoconferencing from Delhi, along
with the chief ministers of five of
thestatesinvolvedandarepresentative of the Odisha government.

Govt rejects China claim to Galwan

the all-party meeting was informed that “this time, Chinese
forces have come in much larger
strength to the LAC and that the
Indianresponseiscommensurate”.
This is the first time that the
PMO has mentioned the large
Chinese presence. On June 2,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh,
inaninterviewtoNews18TV,said
“the Chinese have come in sizeable numbers (achchi khaasi
sankhya). But whatever needs to
be done, India has also done”.
On Friday, Modi told the allparty meeting that neither has
anyone intruded into Indian territory nor has anyone captured
any military post.
The Prime Minister, the PMO
said, “was clear that India would
respond firmly to any attempts
to transgress the Line of Actual
Control (LAC). In fact, he specifi-

cally emphasized that in contrast
to the past neglect of such challenges, Indian forces now decisively counter any violations of
LAC (unhe rokte hain, unhe tokte
hain)... The words of Prime
Minister ‘Those who tried to
transgressourlandweretaughta
befittinglessonbyourbravesons
of soil’,succinctlysummedupthe
ethosandthevaluesof ourarmed
forces...WhatisIndianterritoryis
clear from the map of India. This
Government is strongly and resolutelycommittedtothat.Insofar
as there is some illegal occupation,theAPMwasbriefedingreat
detail how over the last 60 years,
morethan43,000sqkmhasbeen
yielded under circumstances
with which this country is well
aware.Itwasalsomadeclearthat
this Government will not allow
anyunilateralchangeof theLAC,”

the PMO said.
“Atatimewhenourbravesoldiers are defending our borders,
itisunfortunatethatanunnecessary controversy is being created
to lower their morale. However,
thepredominantsentimentatthe
AllPartyMeetingwasof unequivocal support to the Government
and the armed forces at a time of
national crisis. We are confident
that the unity of the Indian people will not be undermined by
motivated propaganda,” it said.
Later in the day, MEA
spokesperson Srivastava said:
“The position with regard to the
Galwan Valley area has been historically clear. Attempts by the
Chinese side to now advance exaggerated and untenable claims
withregardto(LAC)therearenot
acceptable.TheyarenotinaccordancewithChina’sownposition.”

On casualties in the Galwan
Valley incident, Srivastava said
“Chinese troops took violent actionson15June2020thatdirectly
resultedincasualties”—theMEA
on June 16 had said “both sides
suffered from casualties”.
Meanwhile, the Prime
Minister, speaking at the launch
of Garib Kalyan Rojgar Yojana via
Saturday,said:“Thecountrytakes
pride in the sacrifice made by the
brave soldiers in Ladakh. Today
when I am talking to people to
Bihar, I can say with pride that it
was parakram (valour) of the soldiersofBiharRegiment,andevery
Bihari is proud of it.”
Modi said: “Let me assure
familiesof soldiersthatthecountryhasbeenwithyou,thecountry
has been with its Army, and is
committedtothebrightfutureof
the families of soldiers.”

Opposition parties ask why Army said opposite

China’s claim today and not wait
until tomorrow... so that our position is made clear,” he said.
Saying that Modi’s remarks
had“leftallof usconfused”about
the thinking in the government,
senior Congress leader Anand
Sharmasaiditamountsto“denial
of the gravity” of the situation.
Other Opposition parties also
questioned Modi’s remarks. “The
nation stands with the government against the incursions. But
was the incident in which our
soldiers were martyred an incursion? If not, then why did the
MEA ask for status quo ante? Is
Galwan Valley Indian or not?”
said the Samajwadi Party’s
Striking a personal note at the
launch, Modi said that he “got this
idea from a quarantine centre in
Unnao(UP)wheremigrantworkers
gave a facelift to the school with
their whitewashing skills”.
Praisingtheworkersfor“standingstrong”,thePrimeMinistersaid
thatwhiletheCentralgovernment
hadbeentryingtogivejobstopeople in their home states, it had also
been looking to boost rural economy and infrastructure.
He flagged some of his government’skeyinitiatives,includingJan
Dhan, enabling transfer of relief.
During the video-conference,
Modi also interacted with some
workers who had returned to
Khagaria from other states and
managed to obtain jobs. Referring
to one of them, Smita Umari, who
has started bee-keeping, he said,
"Wehavetoimporthoneyandwax.
Youhavechosentherightbusiness."
Earlier, Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar said: “After what
people from Bihar went through
in other states, most of them desire to work here.” Kumar also
called on the PM to provide “specialrelief forsettingupindustries”.

L-G changes order

(hotelsetc),orcanoptforhomeisolation,” the L-G said in a statement.
TheL-Galsosaiditwaspossible
that “individuals (who) may have
moderate to severe illness necessitating hospitalization” can be
missedif theyareisolatedathome.
Baijal, who heads the Delhi
Disaster Management Authority
(DDMA), had passed an order on
Friday,whichmadeafive-dayinstitutional quarantine mandatory for
anyonewhotestspositive,irrespective of whether the person has
symptomsornot.TheDelhigovernmenthadobjected,raisingissuesof
infrastructure and the likely reluctanceamongpeopletogettestedfor
fear of institutional quarantine.
OnSaturday, theissuecame up
at two meetings between DDMA
members, with Baijal, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia in attendance. “The doubts the LG had
regarding home isolation have
been cleared and the practice will

Akhilesh Yadav.
“Mr Modi should first make
up his mind and then speak, unlesshisattemptwastomisleadall
the political parties and weaken
our position in diplomatic talks,”
said CPI(M)’s Sitaram Yechury.
CPI leader D Raja asked how
Modicouldbeso“ambivalent”on
suchasensitiveissue.“Theleaders
weremisledinaway.Whethertoday’s clarification was correct or
yesterday’s statement was correct…nobody knows,” he said.
“In his presentation, the
Foreign Minister highlighted the
intrusion. How can he (PM) make
such an asatya bhashan (false
speech). He should not indulge in

continue. We are thankful to the
LG for this,” Sisodia tweeted after
the second meeting.
Sources said the rethink happened after the decision was criticised by not just the AAP, but also
former bureaucrats and the public.
“Voices from several quarters
saidthiswasagainsttheprotocolbeingfollowedinternationally.Former
bureaucrats as well as doctors said
the move would overwhelm the
present system,” said a senior officialwhodidnotwanttobenamed.
The L-G, however, stuck to his
Friday order on discontinuing the
services of a private call centre that
had been roped in to make daily
callstothoseunderhomeisolation.

Constable’s death

the Wazirabad road, and collapsed
afterbeingshotatandhitbystones.”
The chargesheet mentions
that Lal was “beaten with sticks,
rods... He was taken to GTB hospital where he was declared
brought dead.” His post-mortem
was conducted on February 25,
and, as per the chargesheet, “it revealed that he had died due to
gunshot injury. In all, he had sustained 21 injuries on his body”.
TheCrimeBranchofDelhiPolice
filed the chargesheet before
Metropolitan Magistrate Rakesh
Kumar Rampuri on June 8.
The 17 accused in Lal’s murder
are between the ages of 18 and 50
years,andwhilemostareresidents
of Chand Bagh, some are from
neighbouringareaslikePremNagar,
Mustafabad and Jagatpuri.
In the chargesheet, Yadav's
namealsoappearsinthestatement
of a witness from the Chand Bagh
protest site: “...Protest started here.
Peoplefromoutsidewerecalledand
advocate Bhanu Pratap, Bindra,
Yadav and many students of JNU,
Jamia and DU used to come, who
used to speak against the government and NRC and would say that
Muslims should be anxious. This
continuedfromJanuarytoFebruary
24, for 50 days”.
Underthesectionthatmentions
the role of one of the accused and
the evidence against him, the
chargesheet states, “He is acquainted with Kawalpreet Kaur

jumlebaazi on border-related issues," said a leader who participated in the all-party meeting.
Rejecting the government's
clarification, the Congress called
ita“lameattempttoobfuscatethe
truth”. “Why is the government
not coming forward and strongly
rebutting the Chinese claim over
Galwan Valley? If Chinese troops
are present there, does it not
amount to occupation of Indian
territory?Also,whyisthegovernment silent on intrusions in the
PangongTsoarea,”spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala said.
Addressingapressconference,
Chidambaram said: “The PM’s
statement clearly runs counter to

(AISA), Devangana Kalita (Pinjra
Tod), Safoora, Yogendra Yadav, etc
whousedtovisittheprotestsiteand
deliver hate speeches and instigate
the public to be violent”.
Yadav told The Indian Express,
“Everything that I spoke is in the
public domain. Please point out
one instance where I have directly or indirectly incited violence of any kind." Kaur said that
she "will go through the
chargesheet and then comment”.
Advocate Bindra is also mentionedas“oneoftheconspirators”in
the chargesheet. “It has been revealedthatheputupacommunity
kitchen 'langar' at Chand Bagh at
first. He was joined by some local
residentswhomwemaytermaslocalorganisers.Conspiratorswerein
frequenttouchwiththelocalorganisers since the inception of the
protestsitetilltheviolencebrokeout
on February 24,” it states.
Inthechargesheet,policeclaim
that the “riot at this site was the
handiwork of Bindra, Salman
Siddiqui,SalimKhan,SalimMunna,
Shahdab, and Athar and others in
cahoots with local rioters”. Three
witnesses, in the chargesheet,
claimthat“ontherequestof Bindra
andothers”,arrangementssuchas
“tent” and “langar were prepared
for the protesters”.
Bindra told The Indian Express,
“I have been organising langar for
five years, and I received a request
for one at Chand Bagh... I don't remember the date. I only organise
langar,howamIresponsibleforviolence?” Delhi Police PRO MS
Randhawa declined to comment
on the chargesheet.

Dharavi ‘unlock’

denseslumclusters,MukundNagar.
Controlling the spread of infection
in an area, where 9-10 people stay
ina10x10sqftroom,wasseenasalmost impossible.
BMCswungintoaction:within
48hours,itbarricadedtheentrance
andexittotheslumcluster,carried
out disinfection of 425 public toilets,begandoor-to-doorscreening,
and provided food to people in the
first month of the lockdown.
In due course, it brought in private practitioners to create an en-

what the Army chief said, runs
counter to what the Defence
Minister said — that the Chinese,
in large numbers, have entered
India — and contradicts what the
ForeignMinistersaid,thatwewant
restoration of status quo ante.”
Asking if Modi had “given a
cleanchittoChina”,hesaid:“If no
Chinese troops crossed the LAC...
what was the ‘face-off’ on May 56? Between May 5 and June 6,
what was the issue on which local Indian commanders were
talking to their Chinese counterparts?...Where did the clashes
take place on June 15-16? Where
were20Indiansoldierskilledand
85 injured?”
vironment of trust. Fever camps
were set up to isolate vulnerable
people,andshifthigh-riskcontacts
to institutional quarantine. The
civic bodyalso took over some private hospitals to expand facilities.
Now, a steady decline in cases
has prompted BMC to consider an
‘unlock’ plan for Dharavi. This may
include opening of small-scale industries, and pottery work with
minimum staff. The focus is now
down to just four hotspots.
The total number of Covid-19
cases in Dharavi now stands at
2,158.Its dailygrowth rate is 1.57%,
compared with the city’s 3%. After
no deaths between May 30 and
June 8, seven deaths since have
takenthetotaltollinDharavito79.
In the initial weeks, with a gargantuan task of screening the 8.5
lakh population, the BMC staff carriedoutdoor-to-doorscreening.But
manywerenon-responsive.“People
lied about the number of them in a
house, about medical conditions,”
saidacommunityhealthvolunteer.
So, the civic body roped in 350
privateandlocalpractitioners,provided them PPE kits, and asked
themtoopenclinics;nineBMCdispensarieswerealsoincludedalong
with fever camps, bringing detection to the doorstep of people.
“The 350 local practitioners
workedasabridge.Peoplefollowed
their instructions diligently,” said
Kiran Dighavkar, Assistant
MunicipalCommissionerofadministrative G-North ward, which includes Mahim, Dharavi and Dadar.
This approach yielded dividends. Local authorities were able
toscreen3.6lakhpeopleapartfrom
another 1.2 lakh senior citizens.
“Since patients were isolated
early, they could be monitored,
thus avoiding a rise in the mortality rate,” Dighavkar said. The BMC
has conducted around 7,000 tests
of high-risk contacts from Dharavi
till date, and an additional 2,0002,500 tests are being done.
BMCofficialssaidtheexodusof
migrantworkersfromDharavialso
meant lesser number of cases.
Dighavkar said around 70% of
Dharavi’s population comprises
daily wage earners, of which, over
1 lakh are migrant workers.

New Delhi

The civic body also changed its
strategy on classifying contacts of
Covid-19 patients following deliberations with a visiting team from
theCentre.Earlier,around15highrisk contacts of every patient were
quarantined. Until the second
weekof May,patientcontactswere
classified as high- and low-risk.
Later all contacts staying in slum
settlements and used community
toilets were considered high-risk.
Now, most new cases are of
high-risk contacts.

Food cart to farm

school management told me
there is no need to come to school
unless called. I have not got my
salary since April. A friend, who is
an insurance agent, introduced
me to a few companies and I am
now selling insurance policies,’’
he says, adding that he earns
about Rs 5,000, which is “not
enough” to support a family of six.

LAGANLAALMAHATO,40
SOCIALSCIENCE,RANCHI
SALARY:RS5,000.NOW:ZERO

HetaughtstudentsuptoClass8
at Saraswati Sishu Vidya Mandir at
Ranchi in Jharkhand and used to
earn Rs 5,000 a month. Mahato
stoppedreceivinghissalaryinApril,
and now works on his 1.5-acre
paddyfieldwithhisfamilyof of six,
including his wife, their three children — the eldest is a college-going
son—andhisfather.“Untillastyear,
I used to hire labourers,” he says.

MUTUKLAAL,68
MATHEMATICS,RANCHI
SALARY:RS4,930.NOW:ZERO

Heisoneof thefoundingmembers of Prastaavit Uccha Vidyalaya
inRanchi,withabout500students.
HelastreceivedhissalaryofRs4,930
inApril,andisdependentonhisson
who runs a mobile repair shop. "I
don'thavemoneytobuyevenacup
of tea,”hesays.“Ourschoolcharges
only Rs 150-200 per student in tuitionfees.Butthestudentscan'tpay
now,” says Laal, who stays with his
familyofthreeinSukruhuttuvillage.

ABHISHEKRANJAN,31
IT,PATNA
SALARY:RS18,000.NOW:RS9,000

Withanadditionalincomeof Rs
5,000-7,000fromtuition,Ranjanwas
“living happily” at a rented home in
Danapurwithhiswifeandtheirfouryear-son."ButsinceApril,theschool
has been giving us only half our
salaries.Ihadtosendmywifeandson
tomyparentsinGaya,wheremyfather is a smalltime farmer growing
grainandvegetables.Ihavesavedon
Rs 3,000, which was spent on milk
everymonth,andRs2,500onrations.
I have stopped eating non-vegetarian,andgetriceandwheatfrommy
village,”hesays.Ranjanislookingfor
hometuitionbuthasnotgotanyresponsefromparentswhoarefearful
of aCovidspike.

VIDYASAGAR,28
SCIENCE,SHEKHPURA
SALARY:RS25,000.NOW:ZERO

Vidyasagar supports a family of
seven,includingagedparentsanda
youngerbrotherwhoispursuingan
ITIcourse.Butwithoutasalarysince
April,hehasnotbeenabletopayhis
brother's fee. These days, he travels
22 km daily on his bike to reach his
workplace, Usha Public School in
Shekhpura, onpetrolpaidbycredit
card, so that he can conduct online
classes. “We led a comfortable life
before the lockdown. And I had
takenaloanofaboutRs1.25lakhfor
other purposes. But now, I have
takenanotherloanofRs30,000...no
salary means more loans,” he says.
Howlongwillthisdistresslastis
anybody'sguess.Ownersofsomeof
theschoolssaythattheydon'twant
toputpressureonstudentsbecause
their parents may have lost their
jobs. "We want to give them some
timebutwedon'thavethereserves
to last for long. We are also worried
that many may drop out and join
governmentschools,"saysthemanaging director of a school in Patna.
"No one talks about us when they
discuss a stimulus package, all we
can do is to wait and hope."
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REVISED PRICING APPROVED

CaponCovidtreatmentcost,hospitalconcernsremain
ASTHASAXENA

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR Anil
BaijalSaturdayapprovedtherecommendations by an expert
committee for capping Covid-19
treatment cost in private hospitalsinthecity.Thecommittee,led
by NITI Aayog member Dr V K
Paul,hadfixedtheratesforisolation beds and ICU beds with and
without ventilator at Rs 8,00010,000, 13,000-15,000 and
15,000-18,000 respectively.
Thedecisionwasapprovedin
a meeting by Delhi Disaster
ManagementAuthority(DDMA),
headedbytheLG,whichwasalso
attended by Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal.
As per the approved guidelines,thechargeswillbeapplicable to all beds till 60% of the total
capacityofahospital.Earlier,hos-

pitals were charging Rs 24,00025,000 for an isolation bed, Rs
34,000-43,000 for an ICU bed
without ventilator, and Rs
44,000-54,000 for an ICU bed
with ventilator, excluding PPE
charges.
“The rates recommended for
private hospital beds would be
all-inclusive... The package rates
would include cost of medical
care for underlying co-morbid
conditions...for the duration of
careforCovid,”astatementbythe
LG house stated.
The guidelines were decided
on a day the city saw 3,630 cases
and 77 deaths. While the total
cases are now 56,746, the numberofpeoplethathaverecovered
rose to 31,294, boosted by 7,725
people recovering between
Thursday and Friday. The recovery rate has jumped to 55.1% and
the total active cases in Delhi are
now 23,340.

As many as 5,981 people are
admitted in hospitals of which
3,601areinprivatehospitals.The
decisiontocaptreatmentcharges
was taken after complaints by
Covid-19patientsagainstprivate
hospitals for charging exorbitant
rates for treatment.
The Delhi government in a
statement said it had pushed for
increasing the number of beds
with the capped rates after the
Centre recommended reserving
a lower percentage of beds.
“After deliberations, it was
unanimouslydecidedtocapprice
of all the reserved beds for Covid
patients which will benefit the
commonmanandleavenoscope
for arbitrary overcharging,” said
the statement. The state health
department has also been asked
to set up an efficient system for
feedbackandgrievanceredressal
soastostrictlyensureimplementation of the recommendations.

CORONAVIRUS IN THE CAPITAL
TOTAL CASES: 56,746 | NEW CASES: 3,630

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20
DELHI POLICE head constable
Rattan Lal (42), who was killed
during the riots that broke out in
Northeast Delhi on February 24,
suffered 21 injuries on his body,
and died of "hemorrhagic shock
asaresultof ante-morteminjury
tolungsproducedbyprojectileof
rifled firearm”.
Asperthechargesheetfiledin
the murder case of Lal by the
Delhi Police, the head constable
suffered "abrasions, lacerated
woundsonhishands,fingers,upper eyelids, left eyebrow, ears,
knees, legs and knee joints”.
On February 24, Delhi Police
received information that "antiCAA protesters are sitting on the
sliproadof Wazirabadroad...and
theyareveryaggressive”.Aspera
statement recorded from an injuredpoliceman,constableSunil
of Dayalpur police station, "DCP
ShahdaraAmitSharmawaspres-

Head constable Rattan Lal
enttherewithhisstaff...around1
pm, protesters came to the
Wazirabad main road so senior
officerspresenttheretriedtoconvincethemnotto...thecrowdhad
sticks, baseball sticks, iron rods
and stones."
As per the statement in the
chargesheet,"ACPGokalpuriand
DCP Shahdara warned the protestersagain...somepeoplefrom
thecrowdpeltedstonesatthepolice party... They had hidden
sticks, baseball, iron rods in the
tent and started beating police
and passers-by."

T
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31,294

2,112

3,51,909

3,601 people are undergoing treatment in private hospitals in the city. Gajendra Yadav
“The committee's recommendations in respect of treatment charges are encouraging.
However, we do not know if the

rates subsume the costs of managing co-morbidities, high-end
medicines, and investigations…
Given the nature of Covid-19, se-

verely-affectedpatientsareexperiencing lengthy admissions…
Even at these rates, the costs to
Covid patients will not be afford-

able,” said Malini Asola, the coconvenor of the All India Drug
ActionNetwork,agroupassisting
Covidpatientsacrossthecountry.
“While we support transparency of pricing, hospitals are
incurringconsiderablyincreased
expensesonbothnon-Covidand
Covidpatientcare.Itisimportant
toensurethereisnocompromise
inthequalityof careorthesafety
of healthcare professionals. We,

Thestatementmentionsthat
therewerealargenumberofprotesters and they snatched "gas
shells" and "lathis" from police
personnel and started beating
them up.
"The crowd, including some
women, started hitting ACP
Gokalpuri,DCPShahdara,andHC
Rattan Lal... they were hit with
stones and sticks. All three fell
there and heavy stone pelting
happenedduetowhichtheyhurt
their head and there was heavy
bleeding," said the statement by
constable Sunil.
The chargesheet mentions
that DCPShahdarareceived serious injuries along with several
other personnel. Protesters
started "pelting stones at the policeofficialsunwarranted...Some
were lucky as they were able to
jumpoff thefivefeethighdivider
but some got stuck and were
dreadfully lynched. These police
officialscollapsedthenandthere.
The violence was ferocious,"
reads the chargesheet.

The Sweet Taste of Success

parts of Delhi, including the one in
Karol Bagh. It was in 1965 that I
gravitated towards the family business upon the insistence of my father. I was just 16 years old then and
had just finished high school.
I learnt the art of family business
from my father and other masters of
trade, and thus started experimenting with the products. I recall vividly
that at the time Delhiites were unaware of Kaju Barfi or Sponge Rasgulla, and so we introduced them to
Delhiites.
In the 1980s, seeing the scope and
realising the need to expand, we
opened several outlets in various
parts of the country. In 1996, we
went global and currently operate a
number of outlets across the globe,
including franchised ones. Our first
franchise came up in Nepal around
25 years ago. However, we still have
a long way to go and our relentless
approach to maintain quality remains deeply embedded in all our
endeavours.
How many outlets do you
have currently in India and
abroad?
Today, we have become a household name with over 110 outlets
spread across the length and
breadth of the country. Our brand
enjoys a global presence with 27
outlets operating in UAE, Nepal,
New Zealand, Singapore and the
USA.

Deaths

3,884

*Total active cases

ADVERTORIAL

HE CULINARY ethos of Delhi is
incomplete without the mention of ‘Bikanervalas’, who
came to Delhi in 1950 to share their
traditional gourmet delights with
the Delhi denizens. Their success
journey echoes the spirit of our Indian value system and generational
business environs. Moreover, the
brand’s success story also reflects its
adaptability to amalgamate Indian
traditions and modern technology,
morphing a simple sweet shop into a
world-renowned brand name.
Shyam Sunder Aggarwal, Managing Director, Bikanervala Foods
Pvt Ltd, shares “We believe in serving
quality food over aggregating profit
margins and our brand ‘Bikanervala’
lives by this credo.Today, we want to
assure our customers that our working environment is 100% safe
amidst a well-facilitated centralised
kitchen, to ensure that you have a
healthy eating experience in these
uncertain times brought on by the
COVID-19 pandemic.”
What is the history behind
starting Bikanervala?
Our family business started way
back 115 years ago with a sweets
and savoury shop called ‘Lalji’ in
Bikaner, Rajasthan. ‘Bikanervala’
came into existence when in 1950
my father and uncle moved to Delhi
in search of new avenues to explore
business expansion. At first, both of
them set up a stall in Chandni
Chowk, one of the oldest and busiest
markets in old Delhi, to sell sweets.
Later they set up a small shop under
the name of Bikaner Bhujia Bhandar
in Paranthe Wali Gali.
The Delhiites loved the taste of all
our ancestral recipes of namkeens
and sweets and started addressing
us by the name of ‘Bikanervala’ and
thus a new brand was born under
the aegis and loving care of my father and uncle. So, in a sense, the
brand in its present form came into
existence in 1950, seven decades
ago.
In the 1960s, both the brothers increased the company’s product line
and included many more new varieties of namkeens and sweets, and
opened several outlets in prominent

Recovered

2,877

Total

Mob had hidden sticks and iron
rods: Cop murder chargesheet
SOMYA LAKHANI

Cases
June 18

What are your plans for the
next 5 years considering the ‘Vocal for Local’ push as initiated by
the Government of India?
Given the humongous challenges
posed by the COVID-19 pandemic,
our goal currently is to ensure safety
and security of our workers, staff
and, primarily, the customers. In the
next 5 years, our plans are to expand
our reach in the western and southern parts of India.As soon as we can,
we also plan to expand to other
countries. The core of our expansion
is, however, to stick to our commitment of making the best products
without compromising on the quality
quotient.
Currently, what precautions
are you taking to ensure safety
and well-being of your staff
and customers?
Our customers should be worryfree while either ordering online or
collecting parcels from our outlets,
as we ensure 100% safe working environment for all our staff amidst a
well-facilitated centralised kitchen.
We follow all the standard SOPs regarding hygiene and other norms,
including social distancing and thermal screening.We regularly have audits for safety and quality checks.
What parameters have made
Bikanervala a household name
for millions of Indians?
In our outlets, the quality and the
kind of food you get is the same as

your home-cooked meal. Whatever
age-old, traditional recipes are there
in our Indian kitchens, you will find
all in our offerings. For instance,
desi-ghee-made sweets, dry fruitsrelated recipes, North and South Indian food etc. We have made SOPs
for each of these recipes and that is
why you will get homemade flavour
in each of these dishes and that too
at a reasonable price. So, we assure
our customers that they can order
their food online or can opt for takeaways at our outlets without any
worry.
Do you also export to other
countries?
Through our packaged foods
brand ‘Bikano’, we export Traditional
Namkeens, Sweets, Snacks and
Ready-to-Eat Food to some 40 countries across the globe. Almost all the
products under the brand of Bikano
are available in India with distribution footprint almost in every state.
How many outlets have you been
able to reopen after the lockdown?
We’re currently opening our outlets based on the guidelines received
from the Central and State governments. For now, we’ve been allowed
takeaways and home deliveries.
Most of our outlets in Delhi-NCR are
now open, and in the other states
we’re still waiting for the guidelines.
Our main priority is the safety and
well-being of our customers, employees and team.

New Delhi

therefore,requestthecommittee
toreviewtherecommendations,”
Fortis Healthcare said.
Dr Harish Pillai, Member,
FICCIHealthServicesCommittee,
said the body had suggested a
pricing structure which was ignored. “Forcing private hospitals
toacceptarbitrarypricingwillresult in more hardships and also
push several units into financial
distress and closure,” he said.
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Gurgaon
preparesfor
monsoon
Gurgaon: As monsoon
approaches Delhi-NCR,
authorities in Gurgaon
have begun taking steps
to prevent waterlogging
and protect residents
from catching mosquitoborne diseases. On
Saturday, MLA Sudhir
Singla inspected the underpasses and waterlogging-prone areas in the
city, where officials said
“breakers” are in place to
prevent water from
flowing in. “We have
stocked up on medicines
and fogging is underway.
Our health inspectors
and malaria workers are
identifying water bodies
and using black oil,
which will prevent mosquito larvae from forming in them,” said
Gurgaon CMO Dr
Virender Yadav.

30bookedfor
protestagainst
Chinesefirm
Noida:More than 30
members of the Hindu
Raksha Dal outfit were
booked under IPC
Section 188 for staging a
protest at a Chinese mobile company in Greater
Noida on Saturday. Police
said the group had gathered at the Oppo
Company Gate to mark
their protest against
Chinese products.

HCtoallow
publicviewing
ofproceedings
viavideo
New Delhi: The Delhi
High Court Saturday
permitted public viewing of the court proceedings conducted through
video conferencing. “The
High Court of Delhi
Rules for video conferencing of courts 2020
permit public viewing of
the court proceedings...
Thus, links will be offered for public viewing,” said a circular issued on the matter.

Tiharofficial
testspositive
New Delhi: A superintendent from jail number 4 of Tihar Jail tested
positive for Covid-19,
said jail officials on
Saturday. The officer is
stable and has been advised to remain in home
quarantine.

Threeheldfor
robbery
New Delhi: Three men
were arrested for allegedly stealing cash and
jewellery worth around
Rs 5 lakh after hypnotising a70-year-oldwoman
in
South
Delhi’s
Chattarpur Enclave on
May 29. ENS
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Staffer at minister’s
office succumbs,
wife positive too

FOR COVID CARE

Coaches too hot for patients, Rlys
looks for solutions — and some rain

IRAM SIDDIQUE
MUMBAI, JUNE 20

AFTER CONVERTING train
coachesintoisolation wards and
placing them across various stations in Delhi, railway officials
are now exploring ways to bring
down the temperature inside
these non-AC isolation coaches
to make them habitable.
This comes after officials, following an inspection carried out
at Adarsh Nagar railway station
where24isolationcoacheswere
placed, pointed out that the insides of the coaches were very
hot, and will be only suitable for
Covidpatientsif coolingarrangements are made.
TheRailwayBoardhastasked
its 16 zonal railways to convert
5,000coachesofoldICFmakeinto
isolationcoaches,of whichabout
500 are being placed at various
stations in Delhi and are likely to
beusedsoon.Inaninspectioncarried on June 17 by District
MagistrateDeepakShinde,itwas
observedthatthetemperatureinside was very high (45 degrees
Celsius), and the fact that these
non-AC coaches were not placed
undershadeaddedtotheheat.He
added that the ceiling fan inside

The Railways had chosen to use non-AC coaches to be converted into isolation coaches as air
conditioned coaches were believed to aid the spread of the virus. Abhinav Saha
thecoacheshadnocoolingeffect.
The Railways had chosen to
use non-AC coaches to be convertedintoisolationcoachesasair
conditioned coaches were believedtoaidthespreadofthevirus.
At Anand Vihar railway station, where the most of the 267
coaches are placed, railway authoritiesareconductingtrialsusing aluminum bubble sheets to
cover the roof of these coaches.

Accordingtorailwayofficials,the
air gap between the two layers
of thealuminiumsheetwill help
in bringing down the temperature.Anotherofficialpointedout
that with monsoon around the
corner,therainswillfurtherhelp
in bringing down the ambient
temperature inside the coaches.
Divisional Railway Manager for
Delhi, S C Jain, said, “We are conducting some trials and hoping

that it will bring down the temperature by at least two to three
degrees celsius.”
Apart from the high temperature,Shindeinhisletterpointed
out the lack of preparedness at
Adarsh Nagar station, with no
area created for donning and
doffing of personal protective
equipment (PPE) for medical
staff,nobarricadingaroundplatform number 5 where these iso-

Delhi Univ opens online registration,
first day sees website complaints
ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

THE DELHI University (DU) on
Saturday began online registration for its undergraduate, postgraduate and MPhil/PhD
courses.Thebulletinof information has been uploaded on the
university website, and registrations will be on till July 4.
Dean of admissions Shobha
Bagai said the entire admission
process will be online and done
in a contactless manner.
However, on the first day itself,
soon after the portal went live,
therewerereportsof thewebsite
crashing and being inaccessible.
The university has done
away with physical document
verification, moving the process
online. “Students are being
asked to upload all their documents online, and the verification of those will also be done
online initially. We are trying to

The university has done away with physical document
verification, moving the process online. Archive
tie with various exam boards to
enable this process. Two boards
have agreed, and we hope more
will too in the future,” Bagai said
in a virtual press meet Saturday.
She, however, said the final
verificationwouldbedonebycolleges when “normalcy” returns.
DU is also making two signifi-

cantchangestoitsregistrationand
admission process this year.
“Unlike previous years when students were required to select
coursesandcollegesoftheirchoice,
this time aspirants will be eligible
forallmeritcoursesprovidedthey
clearthecut-off,”saidBagai.
Shealsosaidthe5%deduction

in marks that used to take place
when students from science and
commerce applied for BA would
bedoneawaytomaketheprocess
smoother. She said the rule was
based on the notion that science
students scored more than humanities students but that no
longer held any ground.
As reported earlier, DU has
alsodecidedtodoawaywithECA
(extra curricular activities) and
sportstrialsduetothepandemic.
Admissionstothesewillbedone
on the basis of certificates.
“For admission in Music
(Hons),aspirantswillberequired
touploadtheirvideosonYoutube
and send the link, which will be
assessed by a panel. For Physical
Education, there will be no practicalcomponentforadmission.It
will be done only on the basis of
documents,” said Bagai.
Till 9 pm, the website had
seen 19543 UG registrations,
5889 PG registrations and 457
PhD registrations.

HC asks govt to look into Primus complaint
PRITAM PAL SINGH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

THE DELHI High Court has directed the Delhi government to
carryoutaninvestigationagainst
Chankyapuri’s Primus Super
SpecialityHospitalonallegations
that a woman suspected to be a
Covid-19casewasnottestedand
askedtomoveoutof thehospital
claimingnon-availabilityof beds.
“As the allegations made by
the petitioner (the woman’s father) against Primus Super
Speciality Hospital are of a grave
nature, the respondent No. 1
(Delhi government) is directed

to carry out an investigationinto
the same and in case the hospital is found to have derogated in
its duty in any manner, take appropriate action in this regard,”
Justice Navin Chawal said.
While disposing of the plea
by the father, the court in its order passed on Friday clarified,
“This court has not expressed
anyopinionontheallegationsso
made by the petitioner.”
The court was hearing a plea
by a man, whose wife had died
due to Covid-19 on June 14 and
daughter needed hospital admission.
“The daughter of the petitioner, who is aged about 34

years and is 85% permanently
disabled, started suffering from
fever and breathlessness, and as
herconditionaggravated,having
low oxygen level with breathing
issuesandhighfever,shewasadmitted to the Primus Super
Speciality Hospital on June 18,”
the court recorded in its order.
It further said, “It was suspectedthatshewasalsosuffering
fromCovid-19butthehospitaldid
not carry out any test on her, and
infact,takinganexcusethatthere
wasnon-availabilityofbeds,asked
the petitioner to shift her to another hospital. In fact, she was almostthrownoutof thehospital.”
It was submitted that this

was despite the Delhi government website showing beds
were available in the said hospital for Covid-19 patients.
Theordernotedthatafterthe
filing of the petition, the petitioner was able to secure his
daughter’s admission to Max
SuperSpecialityHospitalinSaket.
The counsel for the man submitted that “though the daughter of the petitioner has been admitted to the hospital, the
hospitalisyettocarryoutthetest
on the petitioner and his son”.
Delhi government’s counsel
AnjumJavedsubmittedhewillrequest the concerned authority to
immediately carry out the tests.

lation coaches were placed, and
a need to improve the approach
roadtothestationformovement
of ambulances.
When contacted, Deepak
Shinde said, “The observations
madeduringtheinspectionhave
beenpointedouttotheRailways
and they are working on it.” He
did not elaborate on the issues.
Railway officials added that
over the past four days, several
arrangements have been made
at the station, including a separate area for donning and doffing PPEs, equipping the coaches
with WiFi and CCTV cameras,
and a special control room for
management of these coaches
and a dedicated officer for it. All
thecoacheshavebeenequipped
with a battery back-up to ensure
thatthefansfunctionatalltimes.
On Saturday, the Railways
held a joint inspection with district administration at Anand
Viharstationwhere267coaches
have been placed,while another
50 coaches are at Shakurbasti
railway station. Railways further
maintainedthatwhiletheywere
providing the infrastructure in
the form of these coaches, the
medical and para-medical staff
will be provided by the state administration.

Cop kills self
after posting
final message
on TikTok
JIGNASA SINHA

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20
HOURS AFTER posting a TikTok
video about feeling low, a 34year-old Delhi Police constable
allegedly committed suicide by
shooting himself with his service pistol inside a police station
in Southwest Delhi’s Vasant
Vihar on Friday night.
Accordingtopolice,constable
SandeepKumar,whowasposted
with the Special Staff in Vasant
Vihar, allegedly shot himself in
theheadaround10.30pm.Hours
earlier,Kumarhadpostedavideo
onTikTokinwhichhesaidhewas
feeling sad. “I couldn’t be a good
son, husband, brother or a good
person.Thisisthetruth...,”Kumar
isheardsayinginthevideo.Police
saidtheyhavefoundthevideoon
Kumar’s phone.
Police said they have not
found a suicide note yet and the
family doesn’t know the reason
behindtheextremestep.Aprobe
has been initiated in the matter.
Kumar hailed from Jhajjar in
Haryana and is survived by his
parents, wife and two children.
Aninspector-rankofficerwho
works with the Special Staff said,
“Hewasinsidetheofficewhenhe
musthavetakenapistolandshot
himself. We took him to the hospital but he died on the way. We
don’t know how this could have
happened,hewashappyandenergetic. He would often visit my
home and meet my children.”
Kumarallegedlykilledhimself
at night, when half the staffers
were leaving. His body is in
Safdarjung hospital mortuary,
wheredoctorswillperformaCovid
testbeforehandingittothefamily.

ASTHA SAXENA

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20
SITTING AT DeepChandBandhu
hospital, Sarita Kumari (47) recalls the last conversation she
had with her husband, Ashok
Kumar (48), who died due to
Covid-19 on Friday afternoon.
Kumar, a stenographer at Delhi
cabinet minister Rajendra Pal
Gautam’soffice,wasadmittedto
Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality
hospital on Thursday, a week afterhetestedpositiveforthevirus.
Sarita has also tested positive, while her 18-year-old son
and 20-year-old daughter are
awaiting test reports. “Kal subah
hi message par baat hui thi. Woh
meri tabiyat ke baare me pooch
rahe the,” she said while waiting
to get admitted to the hospital.
Hailing from Uttarakhand,
Kumar lived in Ashok Vihar. The
family said he was particular
about wearing a mask and
would always remind them to
do the same. On Saturday, the
family performed the last rites
and Sarita came to the hospital
directly from the cremation
ground for admission. For the
last four days, she said has been
feeling feverish and has had
trouble breathing.
“We all were worried about
his health. I couldn’t focus on
the signs my own body was
showing,” she said.
The family has been facing
emotional turbulence ever since
Kumar’s younger brother died
on June 7. According to an official, his brother was suffering
from a liver infection and was
availing treatment at BL Kapur
hospital. Kumar had been taking care of him. “He died on June
7, after which the doctor conducted a Covid-19 test. He was

Ashok Kumar was a
stenographer at Delhi
cabinet minister
Rajendra Pal Gautam’s
office. He was admitted
to Rajiv Gandhi Super
Speciality hospital on
Thursday, a week after
he tested positive for
the virus
found to be positive,” said a
Delhi government official.
Two days after his death,
Kumar developed symptoms
and got himself admitted to a
private hospital. “His condition
deteriorated and he was shifted
to Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality
hospital. He was put on ventilator support immediately,”
said a doctor.
Separately, a 39-year-old
doctor working with thedepartmentof communitymedicinein
National Health Systems
Resource Centre (NHSRC) died
due to Covid-19 on Saturday
morning. Admitted to Rajiv
Gandhi Super Speciality hospital, the deceased, Dr Ashwini
Kumar Pratap, hailed from
Similipur village under Banki
blockinOdisha’sCuttackdistrict.
He had comorbid conditions
such as diabetes, hypertension
and asthma, a doctor said.
An official said his wife and
three-year-old twin daughters
are also availing treatment for
Covid-19 in Bhubaneswar. An
alumnus of MKCG Medical
College in Berhampur, he displayed symptoms of Covid eight
days ago, following which he
contacted one of his friends in
Odisha and sent his family back.

Mistaken for Covid
death, 28-year-old is
cremated in Faridabad
SAKSHI DAYAL

GURGAON, JUNE 20
THE BODY of a 28-year-old who
was stabbed to death during a
fight between two groups in
Faridabad on Friday evening
“disappeared” from the mortuary overnight. His family was
laterinformedthatthebodyhad
been cremated after being mistaken for a coronavirus victim.
Confirming this, officials
fromFaridabadPolicesaidanFIR
has been lodged regarding the
matter. “Sonu Khan had been
stabbed by 4-5 men Friday, and
his body was kept at the BK
Hospital mortuary. In the afternoon, however, when the IO and
his relatives reached the hospital for postmortem, they discoveredthebodywasmissing,”said
Sube Singh, Faridabad Police
PRO.
Police suspect the body was
cremated after officials of the
healthdepartmentmistookitfor
that of a coronavirus patient.
Relatives of the deceased have
submitted a complaint against
the PMO of the hospital and
health workers, and an FIR has
been lodged.
“It is suspected that the body

was mistaken for that of a coronavirus patient and handed
over to the Municipal
Corporation of Faridabad for
cremation. We are conducting
further investigations to confirm this,” said Inspector Arvind
Kumar, SHO of the SGM Nagar
police station.
“The murder case has been
handed to the Crime Branch at
the request of the family. The
case lodged regarding the confusion over the body has also
been transferred to the crime
branch, which is probing the
matter from every angle. Strict
action will be taken against
those responsible,” said the
PRO.
Sonu’s relatives, meanwhile,
expressed anguish over the fact
thattheydidnotgettodohislast
rites as per their customs.
“We were already so shaken
by his death, and now we do not
even get to bury him. His postmortem also was not done. How
can something like this happen?” said a relative.
Khan had sustained injuries
during a fight between two
groups in Faridabad on Friday
evening, saidofficials. An FIR has
beenlodgedagainstseveralpeople regarding the matter.

CULTURE IN THE CAPITAL

Visits by appointment only as art galleries open to a distanced world
VANDANA KALRA

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20
AFTER MORE than two months,
Vadehra Art Gallery in Delhi this
week opened two new physical
exhibitions in its modern and
contemporary galleries in
Defence Colony. Though visits
are only by appointment, it is an
attempt to enable in-person
viewing of art.
“Even during the absolute
lockdown, we had shows online
regularly.Theresponsehasbeen
amazing... But art is to be seen, it
talks to people and that will
never change. It has a lot to do
with the social milieu, and the
digital world cannot replace

that,” says Arun Vadehra, director of the gallery.
Whileatartinstitutionsoperatingunderthegovernmentadecision on reopening is still
awaited, private art galleries in
the capital that were closed after
thelockdownarenowcautiously
opening their doors to visitors
withnewmandates,thatinclude
wearingamask,socialdistancing
and frequent sanitisation.
“Several precautions are being
taken. We don’t want to put the
health of our staff or those visitingusunderthreat,”saysSunaina
Anand, director of Art Alive
GalleryinPanchsheelPark.Sheis
currently opening the gallery
twice a week, and by appointment. “Most people are seeing

worksonline.Onlywhentheyare
keen on buying is when they
come to the gallery. At times, we
arealsosendingtheworkshome
for viewing,” says Anand.
BhavnaKakar’sgalleryinLado
Sarai,Latitude28,isalsoallowing
restricted visitors by appointment, and some of the collectors
interested in viewing the works
physicallyarebeingshownworks
at their home. She was in the
midst of dismantling and installingamonumentalexhibition
when she decided to shut the
galleryinmid-March,aweekbefore the lockdown was announced. “We had thought we’d
shut for a few days, did not know
it would be months,” says Kakar.
In March, she was to partici-

Works of Chandra Bhattacharjee are currently on display at
Art Alive Gallery
pate in Art Dubai, an annual art
fair that was eventually held on-

line this year. “It’s our tenth year
and we had a number of events

plannedthatarenowpostponed;
instead of fretting, we spent the
lockdown reevaluating our programme,focussingonimproving
thevirtualexperiencebothforthe
magazine (Take on Art) and the
gallery, since virtual seems to be
the way forward,” says Kakar.
Thoughmostgalleriesarebeing approached, especially by
their regular patrons, for purchases, how art will be impacted
by the pandemic and the consequent economic volatility can
probably be assessed only a few
months later. “As with many industries,thereislikelygoingtobe
animpactontheartmarketinthe
shortterm,withagradualrecovery—itisdifficulttopredicttimelinesinthisregard,butaone-two

year recovery period appears to
be on the cards as of now. Events
such as art fairs and museum
viewership are likely to be impacted the most, since they rely
on patrons visiting a physical
space. For commercial galleries,
though exhibition viewership
maybeimpacted,therearealternatives such as appointmentonlyvisitations,spreadoutopenings or virtual exhibitions, that
canbemadetoworkwhensocial
distancing is a necessity. The
biggest impact of the lockdown
and coronavirus, however, is the
inability to truly experience an
artwork, and for art to bring a
family or group of friends togethertovisitashow,”saysAmal
Allana, director, Art Heritage.

New Delhi

The gallery is open by appointment and virtual initiatives
have been launched, including a
WhatsApp business portal and
audio and video series.
While for Bikaner House, the
Rajasthan state government will
takeadecisiononreopening,the
National Gallery of Modern Art
(NGMA) is awaiting central government orders. “Some of the
staff has re-joined and we are
working on sanitisation of
spaces, but the Ministry will decide when to open to the public.
Meanwhile,wearepreparingfor
our next exhibition, which will
feature works by artists who are
‘National Treasures’,” says
Adwaita Gadanayak, director
general, NGMA.
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Discussionsonwith
Chinaforanotherroundof
military,diplomacytalks

‘If 20 killed on our
side, more than
double would be
dead on other side’

SUSHANT SINGH

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20
AFTER THE failure of dialogue at
the Major General level to break
thedeadlockoverthestandoff at
the LAC in Ladakh, discussions
are underway between India
andChinatohaveanotherround
of military and diplomatic talks
next week.
A government official told
The Indian Express that the militarytalks will be held at the level
of Corps Commander in Ladakh,
where the Indian side will be led
by GOC 14 Corps Lt General
Harinder Singh while the diplomatic talks in Beijing will be led
by India’s ambassador to China,
Vikram Misri. Preliminary discussions to finalise the schedule
of talksarecurrentlyonbetween
the two sides, the official said.
“The talks at the Major
Generallevelhavefailedtobreak
the impasse and make progress.
We thus need talks at a higher
level, at the Corps Commander
level, and both sides have been
talking over the hotline to fix the
dates for the talk,” the official
explained.
“The military talks can be expected to be held in the next 4-5
days, say next week,” the
official said.
Chinese foreign ministry’s

statement late Friday had also
said that “a secondcommanderlevel meeting should happen as
soon as possible to deal with the
situation on the ground”.
The official also said that the
agenda of the meeting will be finalised in due course, but it is
likely to build on the decisions
agreed upon in the previous
meeting of the two Corps
Commanders. The last meeting
of the 14 Corps Commander
with his Chinese counterpart
was held on June 6, where certain decisions about disengagement on the the LAC were taken.
These decisions were to be
implementedaftermeetingsbetweenthemilitarycommanders
on the ground. But the whole
processwasderailedaftertheviolent faceoff between the soldiers of both sides on June 15,
which left 20 Indian soldiers
dead, 76 injured and 10 in
Chinese custody.
The last meeting between
the military commanders took
place at the Major General level
on Thursday, where 10 Indian
soldiers, including four officers,
were released by the Chinese
side. The Indian delegation was
led by GOC 3 Infantry Division,
Major General Abhijit Bapat.
The Army has clarified that
no bridge has been made on the
Galwan river, on the track going

to PP 14, during the period of the
standoff. Army said that the
bridgeisontheShyokRiver,very
closetotheShyok-Galwanmeeting point, aligned in North to
Southdirection,andlinksDaulat
Beg Oldie to Shyok and Darbuk.
Theclarificationassumessignificance as the June 6 meeting
at the Corps Commander level
has decided to create a kind of
buffer zone between the junction of Shyok and Galwan rivers
on the west and the LAC on the
east.Itwasalsomentionedinthe
Chinese foreign ministry’s statementFridaythat“theIndianside
promised (in June 6 meeting)
that they would not cross the estuary of the Galwan river to patrol and build facilities”. The violent faceoff of June 15 also
happened while undertaking
gradual disengagement in this
‘buffer zone’ after talks between
local military commanders.
Meanwhile, the situation on
the ground continues to remain
tense with reports of massive
Chinese military buildup along
the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
opposite Indian positions in
Depsang, Galwan, Hot Springs,
Pangong Tso area, Koyul, Fukche
and Demchok. The Indian side
hasalso mobilisedanddeployed
a large number of troops in the
area to respond to any situation
on the border.

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

IAF chief R K S Bhadauria at the Air Force Academy in Hyderabad, Saturday. PTI

Ready and determined
to deliver, says IAF chief
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
HYDERABAD,JUNE20

REFERRING TO the situation on
theLineofActualControl,AirChief
Marshal RKS Bhadauria said on
SaturdaythattheIndianAirForce
is“wellpreparedandsuitablydeployed to respond to any contingency” and is “determined to deliver”.
Addressingacombinedgraduation parade at the Air Force
Academy in Dundigal, he said:
“We are well prepared and suitably deployed to respond to any
contingency. I assure the nation
thatwearedeterminedtodeliver
andwillnotletthesacrificesofour

soldiers go in vain.”
Speaking to mediapersons
later, Bhadauria, who visited the
Lehairbaseearlierthisweek,said:
“TheArmyisintotalcontrolofthe
situationattheGalwanValleyand
the Air Force is ready to support
the Army’s efforts by deploying
additionalforcestomeetanycontingency’’.
HesaidtheIAFhassteppedup
deployment in Leh and Srinagar.
“Weareawareofthefullsituation.
BeitatLAC,beitdeploymentsbeyondLAC.Alltheairdeployments,
theirpostures,thekindofdeployments...Wehavefullanalysisand
we have taken the necessary actionthatweneedtotaketohandle
any contingency that may arise

with this kind of deployment. All
actionshavebeentaken,"hesaid.
“We know what their
(Chinese) fields are. We know
what their air fields are, where
they are deployed, what are the
operational bases,” he said.
Responding to a question, he
saidIndiaisnotatwarwithChina
but is prepared to face any situation. “You are aware of the talks
thatarehappeningatthemilitary
level...butwearepreparedforany
contingency,” he said.
He said that despite the
Chinese action after agreements
reached during military talks, effortsareunderwaytoensurethat
thesituationattheLACisresolved
peacefully.
–WITHPTI

Shubhajit Roy goes through statements by India & China to see the convergences and divergences

claim over Galwan Valley,
India said it is not in
accordance with China’s own
position in the past. Beijing
never claimed the valley
since 1962.

CHINA: Galwan Valley is

located on Chinese side of
LAC in west section of ChinaIndia boundary. For many
years, Chinese border troops
have been patrolling in this
region. Since April this year,
Indian border troops have
unilaterally and
continuously built roads,
bridges and other facilities at
the LAC in Galwan Valley.

INDIA: The position with

regard to Galwan Valley area
has been historically clear.
Attempts by the Chinese to
now advance exaggerated
and untenable claims on LAC
there are not acceptable.
They are not in accordance
with China’s own position in
the past.

PATROLLING: Beijing

accuses India of building
infrastructure, but India says
all infrastructure built is on
its own side of LAC.

CHINA: Since April this year,

Indian border troops have
unilaterally and
continuously built roads,
bridges and other facilities at
the LAC in Galwan Valley.
China has lodged
representations and protests
on multiple occasions but
India has gone even further
to cross the LAC and made
provocations.

INDIA: Indian troops are

familiar with the alignment
of LAC in all sectors of border
areas, including in Galwan
Valley. They abide by it
scrupulously, as they do
elsewhere. The Indian side
has never undertaken any
actions across the LAC. In
fact, they have been
patrolling this area for a long
time without any incident.
All infrastructure built by the
Indian side is naturally on its
own side.

WHAT HAPPENED SINCE
EARLY MAY: Both sides

confirmed face-offs since
early May, New Delhi says it is
not changing the status quo.

CHINA: On early morning of

May 6, Indian border troops
crossed LAC by night and
built fortification and
barricades, which impeded
patrol of Chinese troops. They

and misrepresentation of
understandings reached
between the Senior
Commanders. He also
underlined that it was for
China to reassess its actions
and take corrective steps.

JUNE 15 BORDER
CLASH: Both sides accuse
the other of starting the
violence. Beijing doesn’t
admit of its own
casualties.

CHINA: On evening of
June 15, India's front-line
troops, in violation of the
agreement, reached at
the commander-level
meeting, once again
crossed the LAC...and
attacked Chinese officers
and soldiers who went
there for negotiation,
thus triggering fierce
physical conflicts and
causing casualties..
INDIA: The Chinese side
departed from these

deliberately made
provocations to unilaterally
change the status quo of
control and management.
Chinese border troops were
compelled to take necessary
measures to respond...and
strengthen management and
control in the border areas.

INDIA: Since early May, the
Chinese side has been
hindering India's normal,
traditional patrolling pattern

GALWAN VALLEY

Planet Labs

understandings in
respect of LAC in Galwan
and sought to erect
structures just across
LAC. When this attempt
was foiled, Chinese
troops took violent
actions on June 15 that
directly resulted in
casualties.
in the area. This resulted in a
face-off, which was
addressed by ground
commanders as per
provisions of bilateral
agreements and protocols.
We do not accept the
contention that India was
unilaterally changing the
status quo. On the contrary,
we were maintaining it.

JAISHANKAR-WANG YI
PHONE CALL: Angry phone

call, and accusing each other,
but ending on a note to cool
down the situation. Delhi
asks Beijing to take
corrective steps.

CHINA: During Foreign

Minister Wang Yi's phone
conversation with External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar,
he repeated China's stern
position, demanding India to
carry out a thorough
investigation into the
incident, severely punish
those who should be held
accountable, strictly
discipline Indian frontline
troops, and immediately
stop all provocative actions
to ensure that such incidents
do not happen again.

INDIA: Jaishankar and Wang
had a conversation on June
17 wherein EAM conveyed
our protest in the strongest
terms on events leading up
to and on the violent face-off
on June 15. He firmly rejected
the unfounded allegations
made by the Chinese side

came and beat them with sticks.
If they killed one, our troops
would have taken out two of
theirs),” he said.
The minister also said the
Indian sidehandedoverChinese
troops who had strayed into
Indian territory after the violent
standoff.
“Woh apne ilake per the, hum
apneilakemeinthe.Jabjhadaphui
toh kuch hamare unki taraf chale
gaye, kuch unke hamari taraf aa
gaye. Isiliye, jab kal kisi ne chala
rakha tha media ke andar ki
hamare itne logon ko subah lautaya,isitarahhamneunkelogonko
lautayajohamaritarafaagayethe
(We were in our area, they were
in theirs. When the clash happened,someofthemcametothis
sideandsomeofourstothatside.
Assomewhereitwasreportedin
the media yesterday that some
Indian troops were handed over
byChineseinthemorning,wetoo
handed over their people who
hadcometoourside),”Singhsaid
in his interview.
However, the minister said
China is not going to talk about
their casualties.

Prachanda: Talks on basis of
sovereign equality welcome

Delhi to Beijing, via Ladakh: Accusations, and counters
CLAIM ON GALWAN
VALLEY: As Beijing staked

IN FIRST official remarks from
the government, Union Minister
of State for Road Transport and
Highways General V K Singh
(retd) on Saturday said that the
number of casualties on the
Chinese side in the bloody clash
at Galwan Valley in Ladakh on
June 15 would be at least twice
that of the Indian side.
“Agar hamare 20 (shaheed)
huehaintohwahanpekamsekam
double se jayada hi honge (if 20
havebeenkilledonoursidethen
morethandoublewouldbedead
on the other side),” the former
Armychiefsaidinaninterviewto
News24 television channel.
“Forty-threekiekcountdigayi
hai, jo ki aadhikarik taur per di
gayihai.Wowohhaijohamarelogon ne dekhe jo ki gire aur unko
pade dikhayi diye hain. Uske
alawaauruskeandarkitneghayal
hue honge pata nahin kisi ko. Toh
yeh kahna ki hamare log khade
the aur who aakar dande se maar
diye, aisa nahin hai. Agar unhone
ne ek mara hai, toh hamaro ne do
maare honge (A count of 43 has
been given at the official level.
Our troops saw these many had
collapsed. No one knows how
many more were injured. So it is
not correct to say that our troops
remained standing when they

MoS
General
(retd)
V K Singh

WAY FORWARD: Both sides

hope the other will follow the
consensus/understanding
reached.

CHINA: China hopes India will

work with us, follow
faithfully the important
consensus reached between
the two leaders, abide by
agreements reach between
the two governments,
strengthen communication
and coordination on
properly managing the
current situation through
diplomatic and military
channels, and jointly uphold
peace and stability in the
border areas.

INDIA: We expect the Chinese
side will sincerely follow the
understanding reached
between the Foreign
Ministers to ensure peace
and tranquility in the border
areas, which is so essential
for the overall development
of our bilateral relations.<

FULLREPORTON
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YUBARAJ GHIMIRE

KATHMANDU, JUNE 20
NEPALIS willing to settle the current dispute with India through
dialogue based on “sovereign
equality and mutual respect”,
Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachanda,
co-chairman of the ruling Nepal
CommunistParty(NCP),hassaid.
In a message delivered in a
video conference, jointly hosted
by the International Department
of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) and the schools division of
theNCPonFriday,Prachandasaid
Nepalwantstoresolvebilateralissues with any friendly country
“basedonsovereignequality,mutualrespectandunderstandings”.
Although he did not mention
India, his reference in the context
of the current dispute over territory,includingKalapani,wasobvious.“Webelievethatinacivilised
world,coercion,intimidationand
self will should not have any role
inresolvingconflictsbetweenand
among nations,” he said.
Prachanda said “China today
has capability and willingness to
take appropriate role in handling
global humanitarian crisis” and
also said Nepal will not endorse
the$500-milliongrantunderthe
Millennium
Challenge
Corporationagreement(withthe
US).“Anykindofsupportattached
withsecurityalignmentthatcontradictswithourConstitutioncan-

NEPAL,AFGHANHOPE
FORSINO-INDIANTALKS
New Delhi: In their first commentsontheongoingstand-off
between India and China in
Ladakh, two of India’s neighbours—NepalandAfghanistan
— on Saturday said they are
confident that New Delhi and
Beijingwillresolvetheirmutual
differences “through peaceful
means” and “dialogue” for bilateral, regional and world
peace and stability. The
NepaleseForeignministrysaid,
“Nepalmaintainsthatdisputes
between the countries should
be resolved through peaceful
means....Nepalisconfidentthat
both countries will resolve, in
the spirit of good neighbourliness, their mutual differences
through peaceful means in
favourofbilateral,regionaland
worldpeaceandstability.”
The Afghan Foreign
Ministrystated,“Afghanistanis
concernedaboutrecentborder
incident between the two
countries
who
are
Afghanistan’s partners for
peace,development...” ENS
not be accepted,” he said.
Thevideoconferencehastriggeredadivisionwithintheruling
party. It is believed to have taken
place at the behest of the CPC.

‘IAF has geographical advantage,
decision on use depends on govt’

Ex-IAF chief: Prudent option is to
de-escalate situation diplomatically

MANRAJ GREWAL
SHARMA

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY

CHANDIGARH, JUNE 20
FROM LANDING the mammoth
transport carrier Hercules on
Daulat Beig Oldie (DBO) airstrip
in2013 tomorerecentlydeploying Apache helicopters to provide air support to troops in
Ladakh, and moving fighter jets
toairfieldsclosetotheLACinthe
lastfewdays,theIndianAirForce
has been consistently ramping
up its operations in Ladakh.
Even as Air Chief Marshal R K
S Bhadauria on Saturday said the
IAFis“wellpreparedandsuitably
deployed”todealwithanyeventuality arising out of the Galwan
standoff,analyststoldTheSunday
Express that although IAF enjoys
ageographicaladvantageoverair
power,anydecisiononitsusewill
havetobetakenaftercarefulconsideration by the government.
Also, occupation of the
Galwanheightscouldimpactthe
DBO airstrip, they said.

Air Vice Marshal
Manmohan Bahadur (retd),
Group Capt Ravinder S
Chhatwal (retd)
Air Vice Marshal K K Nowhar
(retd),of theCentreforAirPower
Studies, said utilisation of air
power in direct support of the
Army along the LAC in these areas has never been contemplated. “But it is feasible. We will
definitely be asked if the chips
are down,” he said.
Any escalation, said Air Vice
Marshal Manmohan Bahadur
(retd), can either be horizontal,
wherein you can fan your forces
across the LAC from Galwan and
Pangong Tso to Sikkim, or vertical. “Use of air power enhances

theforceusedandwouldconstitute vertical escalation. But if
one side uses it, so would the
other,” he said.
Bahadur said it would be
prudent to assume that China
wouldhavefactoredinairpower
as well.
Sources said the forward
bases of Thoise and Leh, which
havebeenoperationalforseveral
years,areseeingheavymobilisation of troops and machinery.
Nowhar said these bases are of
tremendous importance in deploymentof menandmachinery
to the forward areas in the eventualityof aconflict.TheIAFtransport aircraft can also undertake
airdrops,besideslandingonvarious unprepared surfaces.
More recently, IAF has deployedApache,anattackhelicopter, and Chinook, a strategic lift
helicopter with an impressive
ability to transport troops, machinery and deliver heavy payloadstohighaltitudes,inLadakh.
TheChinookswereinductedinto
the IAF airbase at Chandigarh in

March 2019.
Group Capt Ravinder S
Chhatwal (retd), former Senior
Fellow, Centre for Airpower
Studies,whoispursuingaPhDon
Chineseairpowerfrom JNU,said
IAF holds a geographical advantage over the Chinese Air Force
despite the latter’s large fleet of
combat jets. “The Chinese have
2,100combataircraft—thenumbers they have given upfront,
though they could have more —
against(IAF's)850.Insheernumbers, they outscore us, but to run
an air campaign you have to get
thesejetsclosetotheborder,and
theyhavealimitednumberofairfields in the area, with most of
these in Tibet plateau at an averageheightof10,000feet,”hesaid.
The Chinese are also at a
slight disadvantage due to location of their airfields at a great
distancefromoneanother,making it difficult for a jet to be diverted to another field in case of
any mechanical failure or insufficient fuel. FULLREPORTON
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INDIA HAS certain advantages
over China as far as air warfare is
concerned, former Indian Air
Force chief Fali Homi Major said,
adding that military action to
force the PLA to withdraw from
theirpositionsintheGalwanvalleyareashouldbethelastoption.
Major was Air Chief Marshal
between April 2007 and May
2009 and earlier commanded
the Air Force in Leh (Ladakh) in
the aftermath of the Kargil war.
“AsfarasourAirForcepreparations are concerned in that region,we arewonderfullyplaced.
Thereisnodoubt.Wehavemany
advantages of air fields, heights
and altitude, etc. I am nottalking
of a war, but in the local area if
there is some requirement, the
Air Force is very well prepared
and alert. It has always been so
in that area. At the moment, Air
Force’s operational preparednessistopof theline,”Majortold

Former Indian Air Force
chief Fali Homi Major
File

The Indian Express on the situation in Ladakh vis a vis China.
The former air chief, however, said that military action to
force the PLA to withdraw from
their positions in the Galwan
area should be the last option.
“IF everything else fails and
the government feels a small
militaryactioncouldachievethe
desired aims, then probably(itis
an option). Unless a situation

arises, one cannot say. The PM
has already made it clear if there
is a provocation then the whole
thing will take a different turn.
To exercise a military option is
the will of the government. And
they won’t do it till such time
they stop making headway
diplomatically. The prudent option would be to de-escalate the
situationdiplomaticallyandperhaps raise the required levels to
do that. Only then would it be
clear as to what the next course
of action would be,” Major said.
The Air Officer Commanding
Leh(Ladakh)in1999,Majorsaid,
“I don’t know if what happened
in the Galwan valley was a
provocation or a localised scuffle that turned bad. It shouldn’t
have happened. I would not put
it as provocation on either side.
These perception lines, like the
areabetweenfingerfourandfinger eight, these are patrol areas
which both parties are doing so
far.Intheabsenceof adelineated
border, this kind of an uncertain
position will remain. The final

New Delhi

solution will be to delineate the
border which we have been trying to do for a long time but it’s
not happening,” he said.
He was non-committal on
whether China was forcing a
change in status quo with its recentmoves.“Iwouldn’tmakean
attempt to say whether it’s right
or wrong. That’s taking an extreme view on both sides. That’s
not an easy question to answer,”
he said.
Hedidagreewiththegeneral
view that China was typically
pushing its causeat a time when
India was facing a difficult situation with the pandemic. “China
has made such moves in the recent past in many parts of the
world and not just here.
Whether it is South China Sea,
Indonesia,Vietnamoranywhere
else, these kinds of moves have
been made. Everyone is watching China across the world. As a
regional power, all that we have
done so far is indicative of how
wearegoingtodealwithChina,”
Major said.
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Army’s protective gear has Made in
China link, Niti member says relook

Cong leaders
demoralising
soldiers: Nadda

After clash at Galwan, Defence Ministry contacted firms for two lakh bullet-proof jackets

LIZ MATHEW

RITU SARIN

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20
AMID OPPOSITION parties askingquestionsoverdevelopments
at the Line of Actual Control, the
BJP on Saturday talked up Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s remarks at the all-party meeting
and attacked the Congress for
“raising questions”.
BJP president J P Nadda, who
addressed party cadres in
Rajasthan and Telangana on virtual platforms, accused the
Congress of being an “irresponsible” opposition and said its
leaders are trying to “demoralise”thenationandthesoldiers.
“In the all-party meeting,
everyone unanimously stood
with the Prime Minister. But the
Congress wanted to know how
did it happen, why did it happen... where didit happen… You
have been in power, don’t you
know how statements are made
by the government on such issues?” Nadda said while addressing the BJP Rajasthan unit.
“The Prime Minister has
made it clear that no one has entered and no one is there. Indian
Forces are committed to protect
the borders. But the irresponsible opposition is trying to find
blame,” he said.
Nadda’s remarks came after
leaders acrossparty linessought
answers over the killing of 20
soldiersfromPMModi,whotold
the all-party meeting on Friday
that there was no intrusion on
Indian soil and no capturing of
any military posts.
The Prime Minister's Office
onSaturdayissuedaclarification
sayingtheviolencetookplaceon
June 15 because China was trying to erect structures “just
across the LAC” and did not desist from such actions.
Quoting comments of the father of an injured soldier who
criticised Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, Home Minister Amit
Shah tweeted, “A brave armyman’s father speaks and he has
a very clear message for Mr.
Rahul Gandhi. At a time when

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20
J P Nadda
the entire nation is united, Mr.
Rahul Gandhi should also rise
above petty politics and stand in
solidaritywithnationalinterest.”
Nadda ridiculed Rahul
Gandhi for asking who sent the
soldiers unarmed towards danger. “Why is the Congress party
showing off its intelligence? He
asked why the soldiers went
thereunarmed?Don’tyouknow
the international laws? Why are
you exposing the limits of your
knowledge? You have caught on
toanissuethatcoulddemoralise
the soldiers,” Nadda said.
Meanwhile, some non-BJP
CMsspokeoutagainstthe“manufactured controversy” and
“commentary” surrounding the
all-party meet.
YSRCP chief and Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy said he was “concerned by the manufactured
controversy” surrounding the
all-party meet. “This is the time
to showcase our unity and solidaritywithourarmedforcesand
not the time to point fingers...
Hon’ble PM and other Ministers
gave very convincing answers at
the APM...,” he tweeted.
Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao tweeted,
“The time is not for politics... We
may have our differences in politicsbutweareunitedbyourpatriotism...we’re very happy with
the all party meeting.”
SKM leaderand Sikkim Chief
Minister Prem Singh Tamang
said the PM’s remarks at the allparty meeting were “crystal
clear in reaffirming India’s stand
on the China issue”.
NPP leader and Meghalaya
CM Conrad Sangma said the
PM’s “answers clearly reflected
India’s strong stand when it
comes to safeguarding our sovereignty.All other ‘commentary’
may be best ignored.”

ONJUNE18,twodaysaftertheviolentfaceoffintheGalwanValley,
theMinistryofDefencecontacted
manufacturers of protective gear
and bullet-proof jackets worn by
Armypersonnelinforwardareas,
including in Leh, for “urgent” reinforcement of supplies — estimated at 2 lakh units.
Whathasaddedatwisttothis
isthefactthatamajorityoftheexisting Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEMs) use
Chinese raw materials. This includes the company that got the
2017contract—it’sinthedelivery
stage — for supplying 1.86 lakh
bullet-proof jackets to the Army.
Announcing the Rs 639-crore
contracttoSMPPPvtLtd,Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh had said,
in in Parliament, that there was
“no embargo” on the import of
raw materials from China for the
manufactureofprotectivejackets

A soldier at the SrinagarLadakh highway.
AP/File

for the Army.
With the changed circumstances, there are calls for a rethink.NitiAayogmemberandformerchiefoftheDefenceResearch
andDevelopmentOrganisationV
K Saraswat has urged a “re-look”
at these imports. Speaking to The
Indian Express, Saraswat said: “A
year ago, we discouraged import

of Chineserawmaterialsforcritical items such as bullet-resistant
jackets for their doubtful quality.
Wehadevencalledthecompany
whichhadtheexistingArmycontractandtoldthemtoensuretesting of all imported raw materials
at their end. Now I feel there
shouldbeaclearre-lookatallsuch
imports which are made from
Chinajustbecauseofthepricedifferential. We should not encourage import of Chinese raw material for strategic sectors like
telecom and protective gear including bullet resistant jackets
worn
by
our
troops.”
On Saturday, the PHD
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry,earlierpartofacommittee formed by the Department of
DefenceProductionon“indigenisationofcriticalrawmaterialsfor
manufacturing defence products,” wrote to the Defence
Secretary on “renouncing the usages of Chinese products”.
That letter specifically mentions imports of High

PerformancePolyethylene(HPPE)
from China for manufacture of
bullet-resistant jackets. Citing
steps taken by the Telecom
Ministryto"avoidChineseequipment in upgradation" it says:
"Generally all the manufacturers
(ofprotectivegear)areimporting
this material from companies
basedintheRepublicofChinaand
very sizeable foreign exchange is
diverted to these companies...we
requestyoutokindlymakeapolicy to reduce dependence on the
Chinesematerialssubstantiallyso
thatthesecurityandsafetyofour
fighting soldiers is not compromised...”
Meanwhile, industry representativessaidthatbesidesHPPE
and fabric, boron carbide and
other ceramics were also imported from China for manufacture of bullet-resistant jackets.
Said S C Kansal, Managing
Directorof SMPP Pvtltd, whichis
executing the current contract to
supply bullet-resistant jackets to
the Army: "Yes, we are reliant

uponimportsfromChinabutwill
movewiththemoodofthecountry. If required we will look at alternative routes for imports and
we have a vast Research &
Developmentwingfordoingso."
So dependent on imports on
China,theindustrywaitsforMoD
directions. Mahendra Gupta,
Managing Director of Star Wire
(India) Limited, said that his firm
uses Chinese material for manufacturingprotectivegearbutgiven
the killings and the standoff, "the
protective gear industry needs a
clear direction on imports of criticalrawmaterialsfromChinaand
what is permissible.”
Neeraj Gupta, Managing
DirectorofMKU,saidthefirmimportsrawmaterialsfromeitherUS
or European countries which
pushes prices up. “Chinese raw
materials are 60%-70% cheaper
thanotherinternationalfirmsbut
this is a sector where quality of
gear and minimum loss of life on
frontlinesisof theutmostimportance.”

Assam pollution board tells
OIL to shutter ops at Baghjan

Soren slams Centre’s
decision on coal mining

TORA AGARWALA

RANCHI, JUNE 20

GUWAHATI, JUNE 20

ASSAM’S POLLUTION watchdog
has told Oil India Ltd (OIL) to shut
downproductionanddrillingatall
installations in Upper Assam's
Baghjan oilfield after discovering
that the company had allegedly
started operations “without obtaining prior consent to
establish/consenttooperate"from
it.OIL’sset-upinBaghjan,wherea
wellhasbeenburningfordaysaftera blowout,issaidtohave been
functioningsince2003.
The closure notice, sent by
Pollution Control Board, Assam
(PBCA)totheCEOofOIL,alsocited
anumberofallegedenvironmentaltransgressionsbythePSU.
The ecological disaster at

The Baghjan fire. File
Baghjan in Tinsuika district was
precipitatedbytheblowoutatwell
number5,reportedonMay27.On
June 9, the well—located close to
the Dibru-Saikhowa national
park—caught fire, leading to the
deathsof twoOILfirefighters.
Around 11,000 people from
the surrounding villages are now

inrelief camps.
Y Suryanarayana, PCBA
Chairman,said:“Wehad(onJune
10) issued a show cause notice to
OIL. They had asked us for an extensionoftimetoreply.Butweissued the closure notice after a
week. The notice applies to all
wellsinBaghjan,hesaid.
Aspertheclosurenoticefrom
PCBA — issued on June 19 — OIL
hasbeenoperatingtheBaghjanoil
fieldinstallation“withoutobtainingpriorconsenttoestablish/consent to operate from Pollution
Control Board Assam, which is a
seriousviolationoftheprovisions
oftheWaterAct,1974,AirAct,1981
aswellasEnvironmentProtection
Act,1986”.
AnofficialfromOIL,requesting
anonymity,saidthatitwillseeklegalrecourseonthematter.

ABHISHEK ANGAD
JHARKHAND CHIEF Minister
Hemant Soren on Saturday said
the Union coal ministry's decision to go ahead with commercial mining by private players
and subsequent coal block auctions, without taking its concerns into consideration, shows
“blatant disregard” for co-operative federalism.
Hesaidtherearepotentialsocio-economicandenvironmental
coststothedecision,andthatsuch
miningwouldhaveanimpact on
forests and the tribal population.
“We have filed a petition in
the Supreme Court. This is a big
policydecisionandthestategovernment needs to be taken into
confidence. Mining has been al-

Hemant
Soren
waysaburningissue...Alofissues
like land, rights of the people...
need to be sorted. We have decided not to hurry,” Soren said
Saturday. He added that there
should have been a survey to ascertainwhetherpeoplebenefited
from the move. “That’s why we
need to fight this,” he added.
“The need for fair assessment
of the social and environmental
impactonthehugetribalpopulationandvasttractsof forestlands
ofthestateanditsresidentswhich
arelikelytobeadverselyaffected,”
read an application filed by the
state government.
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Practice Yoga to
Boost Immunity
Experience holistic health by regular
practicing of Yoga and Meditation to
relish life in its true form

A

N ancient Indian practice, Yoga has many interesting facets to
it. For instance, not many of us know that Meditation is a part of
Yoga.Moreover,very few of us realise that the challenges that we
face in our day-to-day life result either from the people around us,the situation or our immediate surroundings.When you start practicing Yoga,
which includes Meditation, there begins a subtle but very powerful internal change inside your body.Your whole persona begins to change,including your outlook towards life. You develop a heightened sense of
awareness.You begin to see people for who they truly are, and that realisation in itself brings a lot of peace to your inner being.
Moreover,practicingYogaAsanas revitalises the body and balances the
energies and Doshas (Vata,Pitta,and Kapha),making your body flexible,
strong and happy internally.This brings a joyous attitude to your whole being.Further,this allows you to focus on deeper Meditation and breathing
practices.When you begin to feel more at peace from within after Meditation, there is an energy which radiates to the people around you.
Further, there are many Yoga Asanas that help you rebuild your immunity, making you stronger in the face of diseases and infections. A
holistic practice,Yoga is one of the most effective and time-tested natural
immunity boosters that strengthens our physical body, as well as our internal microscopic systems.Yoga helps improve the body’s natural defence
mechanisms, leading to a healthy, sickness-free body. Regular practicing
ofYoga lowers stress hormones, strengthens nervous system, and stimulates lymphatic system. It is also a crucial habit for wellness of the mind
as it relaxes and rejuvenates to make us stress-free mentally.
Having a deep faith in the power of Yoga in restoring the body’s lost
equilibrium, the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi first proposed the
idea of International Day ofYoga at the United Nations GeneralAssembly
(UNGA), on 27 September 2014. Overall, it can be said that “Yoga cultivates the ways of maintaining a balanced attitude in day-to-day life and
endows skill in the performance of one’s actions.”

*

Watchdog
warns of
large-scale
phishing
attack
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

INDIAN COMPUTER Emergency
Response Team (CERT-In), the
government’s cyber watchdog,
has warned of large-scale phishingattackacrossthecountry,taking advantage of the Covid-19
pandemic.
In an advisory issued Friday,
CERT-In said that the “phishing
campaign is expected to impersonategovernmentagencies,departmentsandtradeassociations
whohavebeentaskedtooversee
the disbursement of the government fiscal aid”.
It warned people to be aware
of “malicious phishing” emails,
text messages, and messages on
socialmedia“toprovidepersonal
andfinancialinformation”.Itsaid
there may be several emails, including ncov2019@gov.in, that
spoof—or create fake email addressesthatimpersonatevarious
authorities—whichcouldbeused
in phishing.
“The malicious group claims
tohave2millionindividualemail
addresses and the attack campaign is expected to start on June
21,”theadvisorystated.The“maliciousactors”,itwarned,areplanningtosendemailswiththesubject “free COVID-19 testing” for
residents of Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai, Hyderabad and
Ahmedabad.
CERT-Instated:“Thephishing
campaign is expected to use maliciousemailsunderthepretextof
local authorities in charge of dispensing government-funded
Covid-19supportinitiatives.Such
emailsaredesignedtodriverecipients towards fake websites
where they are deceived into
downloading malicious files or
enteringpersonalandfinancialinformation.”
The agency has advised peopletonotopenattachmentsfrom
unsolicitedemailsandbecautious
about phishing domains and
spelling errors in emails as some
of the methods of protection.

*

The Yoga Chakra
THE RECENT Coronavirus pan3.
Adho
Mukha
demic has disturbed the life of
Svanasana (Downwardpeople all around the world.
Facing Dog)
Covid 19 and your stay at home is
This yoga pose is perfect for
the time where you can fuse all of
loosening your hamstrings and
your energies in practicing Yoga.
shoulders. Place your palms
This would not only help in keepdown on the floor. Then raise
ing you engaged, but also help
your bottom in the air with your
you in redressal of all the quaranback straight. Keep going until
tine anxiety and stress that you
your legs are straight—or as
may be facing.
straight as you can get them.
Getting flexible and strong in
4.Urdhvamukhasboth your mind and body is cruvanasana (Upward-Facing
cial now. So on this International
Dog)
Yoga Day, we suggest you incorWhile lying with your stomKaavita
porate the following 5 Yoga
ach on the floor, press your
asanas in your daily routine, that
hands to the floor and lift
help you sail through this tough
yourself up. Lift your knees off
time, with balance and grace.
the mat. Push the top of your
1. Vrikshasana (Tree Posfeet down into the mat. Make
ture)
sure your shoulders are away
It is proven Tree posture has a
from your ears and open your
positive impact on stress and dechest. Only move your head
pression. Stand with 2 inches
back if it’s okay for your neck.
feet apart and focus on a point in
5.Sucirandhrasana (Eye
front. Bend the right leg and place
of the Needle)
the foot on the inside of the left
This technique is a simple
thigh. The heel touching the perway to stretch your hip muscles.
ineum. Extend the arms up. Pull in
While lying with your back on
the tummy muscles and expand
the floor, take your left ankle
your spine. Stay and continue
and cross it over your right
Manisha
this with the other foot.
thigh. If you want to challenge
2. Uttanasana (Standing Forward yourself a little more,try lifting your bottom gradFold)
ually after crossing your ankle over your thigh.
Bend and touch the floor while standing. Switch legs.And most importantly breathe.
Make sure your hips are in front of your ankles
Remember that there’s more to yoga than
while bending. It may be tempting to push your being able to touch your toes or undertake
hips backward as you bend, but try to keep complicated poses. Peace of mind, self-compasthem in front of your ankles as much as you can sion, and less stress are just as worthy yoga
while bending.
goals, if not better.

To know more contact us- The Yoga Chakra- 011-40596800
or visit our website www.theyogachakra.com
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UP relaxes rule
to discharge
Covid patients

Glenmark announces launch of
Favipiravir to treat Covid patients

LUCKNOW,JUNE20

THEUTTARPradeshgovernment
on Saturday relaxed the rule for
dischargeof asymptomaticcoronavirus patients from institutionalquarantine.Itsaidtheycan
be discharged after spending 10
days in hospitals followed by
home isolation for a week.
Until now, asymptomatic patientsweredischargediftheirsecond test, taken on the 12th day
from the date of the first test result, returned negative, and they
hadtheoxygenlevelofmorethan
94 per cent and no symptoms or
feverinthelastthreedays.Ifthese
conditions were met, patients
were asked to isolate at home for
a week. Before this rule, a Covid
patienthadtoobtaintwoconsecutive negative reports.
However, symptomatic patientsstillhavetotestnegativeon
the 12th day for discharge.
Principal Secretary (Health)
Amit Mohan Prasad said,
“...Asymptomatic patients with
no symptoms can be discharged
after 10 days and will have to
stay in home quarantine for
seven days, whereas symptomatic patients will only be allowed to go home after their
Covid-19 report is negative.”
According to a government bulletin on Thursday, the state had
1,01,236isolationbeds,of which,
5,661 were occupied.

tioninviralloadwithinfourdays
andprovidesfastersymptomatic
and radiological improvement.
Of most importance,
Favipiravir has shown clinical
improvement of up to 88 per
cent in mild to moderate Covid19 cases, an official statement
said.
Glenn Saldanha, Chairman
and Managing Director of
Glenmark Pharmaceuticals Ltd,
said FabiFlu® has demonstrated
anencouragingresponseinmild
to moderate Covid-19 patients
during clinical trials.

Jagannath Temple chief
servitor moves SC against
Rath Yatra cancellation

Rajasthan caps
treatment, testing
fees at private
Covid facilities

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

PUNE, JUNE 20

GLENMARKPharmaceuticalson
Saturday announced the launch
of antiviral drug Favipiravir
(brand name FabiFlu®) for the
treatment of mild to moderate
Covid-19 patients.
Glenmarkhasreceivedmanufacturing and marketing approval from India’s drug regulator,makingFabiFlu®thefirstoral
Favipiravir-approvedmedication
in India for the treatment of

Now,asymptomaticpatientscango
homeafter10dayswithoutsecondtest
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

Covid-19, officials said at a press
conference organised online.
Favipiravir is backed by
strongclinicalevidenceshowing
encouraging results in patients
withmildtomoderateCovid-19.
The antiviral offers broad
spectrum RNA virus coverage
with clinical improvement
noted across age groups 20 to
>90 years. Favipiravir can be
used in Covid-19 patients with
co-morbidconditionssuchasdiabetes and heart disease with
mild to moderate Covid-19
symptoms. It offers rapid reduc-

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

InUP,allasymptomaticCovid
patients have to be hospitalised.
The Supreme Court had earlier
this week pulled up the UP governmentforthemandatoryinstitutional quarantine for patients
with no symptoms. “Don't put
asymptomatic people in quarantine, you will have a big problem.
Noida is doing it and the UP government is in a denial mode," the
courtsaid.Duringaprevioushearing, the court observed that the
rule may create “chaos 15 days
downtheline”andrancounterto
the national guidelines.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath ordered that
“doctorspostedonadministrative
posts may also be considered for
clinical jobs”. Adityanath instructedofficialstoensuresurveillancesystemismademoreeffective and that the number of
surveillance committees should
be increased to 1 lakh.
“He asked Health, Medical
Education departments along
with district administrations to
work in this direction as it will be
an important effort to break the
infectionchain,”saidastatement
issued by the state government.
Apartfromall hospitals inthe
state, the government also said
Covid-19helpdeskswillbeestablished in offices. Adityanath also
congratulated Prime Minister
NarendraModiforthestartofthe
Gareeb Kalyan Rozgar Yojna.
Under the scheme, 31 districts in
UP have been shortlisted.

CASES IN DIAL 112 OFFICE
The staff of Dial 112, the Uttar Pradesh emergency helpline, were sent home after six
Covid-19 cases were detected in their office in Lucknow on Saturday. Vishal Srivastav

Kerala CM hits out at state Cong
chief over ‘Covid queen’ remark
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE 20

A DAY after Congress state president
Mullappally
RamachandransaidstateHealth
Minister K K Shailaja wanted "to
become Covid queen", he refused to tender an apology on
Saturday, even as Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan referred to the
remarks as "anti-women".
While addressing a Congress
protest over the Centre's decision to make Covid-19 tests
mandatory
for
expats,
Ramachandran had said, "The
health minister has done little

forthestate'sfightagainstCovid19 and Nipah. When the Nipah
outbreak was reported in
Kozhikode (in 2018), a few persons had tried to take the credit
(for containing the outbreak). It
was the work of doctors and
nurses that helped contain
Nipah.CongressleadersRamesh
Chennithala, Oommen Chandy
and I had been there on various
occasions.
The minister
(Shailaja) had camped in
Kozhikode only as a guest artist.
She had then been trying for the
title of Nipah princess. Now, she
wants to become Covid Queen."
He refused to apologise on
Saturday, saying, "There is no
reasontotenderanapology.Iam

not Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan to insult womanhood.
The credit of containing Covid19 goes to health workers, not to
the chief minister or the health
minister."
Responding, Vijayan said the
attack on Shailaja reflected a peculiarmentalstatus,andthatthe
comments were anti-women.
"We don't see this as a cheap
criticism of the leader of the opposition party. Instead, it shows
that he gets disturbed when the
world lauds the state. We have
been fighting against Covid-19
in a manner praised by the
world. We have arrested the
pandemic, winning the attention of the entire world.''
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,oa bZ&fufonk izLrqr djus ds fnukad rd foLrkj
vkfn ds lEcU/k esa d`Ik;k etender.up.nic.in ij
ykWx vku djsaA vf/k'kklh vfHk;Urk fo|qr ikjs"k.k
[k.M] esjB] i=kad 1723@fo-iik-[[k-ees-@fufonk
lwpuk] fnuka d 19-006-22020

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

THE CHIEF servitor of the
Jagannath Temple in Puri has
moved the Supreme Court asking it to recall its order refusing
permission for this year’s Rath
Yatrascheduledtobegin on June
23. Pattajoshi Mohapatra said
the annual procession, attended
bylakhs,isan“essentialreligious
practice” protected by the
Constitution, and that non-observanceof thesame“affectsthe
very sanctity” of the shrine.
Acting on a plea by an
Odisha-based NGO, the top
court had on June 18 refused to
grant permission to hold the
festival, citing the Covid-19
pandemic.
In his plea on Saturday,
Mohapatra claimed that the yatra had been held even during
theSpanishFluoutbreakof 1919.
“Unlike the Rath Yatras of
other Deities of other Temples
elsewhere where only the

ENS & PTI

JAMMU, LEH, JUNE 20
THE LADAKH Autonomous Hill
Development Council (LADHC), Kargil,
on Saturday suspended Congress
Councillor Zakir Hussain, a day after he
was booked by police over an allegedly
seditious phone conversation that went
viral on social media. He was arrested
early Saturday.
A meeting of the Executive Council
was convened by Chief Executive
Councillorof LAHDCFerozAhmadKhan,
following information from the Kargil
District Magistrate regarding the FIR

against Hussain and his arrest.
The meeting decided that orders
for his suspension shall be issued by
the Deputy Commissioner, who is
also the Chief Executive Officer of
LAHDC Kargil.
The power of removal of a member
also came up for discussion during the
meeting,anditwasgivenoutthatitvests
with the government under Section 19
of the LAHDC Act.
Ladakh Police on Friday booked
Hussain over a leaked phone conversation, in which Hussain allegedly makes
derogatory remarks on the Indian Army
and Prime Minister.
The Congress had distanced itself
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GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Department of Materials Management (Imports Section)
SOURA SRINAGAR, JAMMU & KASHMIR-190011
E-mail: ammoimports@skims.ac.in, Fax: 0194-2403403
e-NIT No.: SIMS-324-NIT 07 (IMPORTS) OF 2020
DATED: 16.06.2020

NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE NO.
EL-WS-GKP-2020-01
Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer,
Mechanical Workshop, N.E.
Railway, Gorakhpur for & on behalf
of President of India invites
“OPEN” E-Tender through online
(e-tendering) for the following work :
Tender No. and Description of
Work: EL-WS-GKP-2020-01,
Provision of Exhaust fan for
improvement in Ventilation of Toilets
of 100 Nos. AC Coaches in
Mechanical Workshop, Gorakhpur.
Approx Value ¼ ` ½ :1670352.00,
E.M.D. Money¼`½: 33400.00, Cost
o f Te n d e r F o r m ¼ ` ½ : 2 ,0 0 0 / - ,
Completion time/period from the
date issue of acceptance letter:
12Months. E-tender online will be
submitted upto 15:00 Hrs on dated:
13.07.2020.
For full details and
submission of bid please see the
Indian Railway IREPS official
website www.ireps.gov.in.
Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer

CPRO/EL-25
(WS)/Gorakhpur
About any passenger amenity complain
SMS on Mobile No. 09794845955

“Never travel on roof and foot boards”

Subject: Abbreviated Notice Inviting Tenders for Supply/ Installation/ Commissioning of
various Bio-Medical Equipments for Cardiology SKIMS.
On behalf of the Lt. Governor of Union Territary of Jammu and Kashmir through Director,
Sher-i-Kashmir Institute of Medical Science, Soura, Srinagar, e-tenders are invited from
the Original Manufacturers/their Indian Subsidiaries/ Indian Agents on the authorization of
principal Panufacturers/ Indian Subsidiary if 100% Subsidiary of foreign principals (for
imported equipment) and Manufacturers/their Authorized Dealers for the J&K State (for
indigenous equipment) for Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of following BioMedical Equipments:
Group
A
B
C
D
E
F

Name of the Item
Flat Panel Digital Cardioc Cath Lab with 3D
Imaging & accessories.
Transport Ventilators
Patient Monitors
Transport Monitors
Delibrillators
Single Chamber Temporary external Pacemaker

Qty.
01 No.
02
06
02
06
06

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

Tender Fee
Rs. 5000/-

EMD
Rs. 11,00,000/-

Rs. 1000/Rs. 2000/Rs. 1000/Rs. 2000/Rs. 1000/-

Rs. 12,000/Rs. 24,000/Rs. 8,000/Rs. 60,000/Rs. 15,000/-

The detailed tender document is available on www.jktenders.gov.in & on SKIMS website www.skims.ac.in. The NIT schedule is as per following:
Last Date for Submission of Online Bids
Opening of Technical Bids

22.07.2020 upto 4.00 P.M.
24.07.2020 at 12.30 P.M.

Complete bidding process will be done online on e-Tendering portal
www.jktenders.gov.in & the tenders should be submitted strictly in accordance with the
provision of the detailed NIT.
Sd/Asstt. Materials Management Officer (Imports)
For & on behalf of Chief of
No. SIMS-324-NIT 07 (Imports) 2020-1984-91
Dated: 16.06.2020
Materials Management

JAIPUR, JUNE 20

THE RAJASTHAN Health
Department on Saturday issued
notifications fixinga limit on the
charges for Covid-19 testing at
private laboratories to Rs 2,200
as well as limiting the per day
general ward charge for treatment at private hospitals to Rs
2,000. It also limited the per day
charge for a bed in the ICU with
a ventilator to Rs 4,000.
The notifications came on
Saturday, a day after Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot chaired a
meeting regarding the issue.
The notification on testing
price limit covers all private laboratories accredited by the
NationalAccreditationBoardFor
Testing
and
Calibration
Laboratories (NABL) and approved by the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR).
ForanICUwithventilator,the
maximum charge per bed has
been fixed at Rs 4,000 per day.

Kargil Congress councillor arrested,
suspended over phone conversation
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SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES

Utsava Murtis are taken out of
the Temple, in the case of the
Shri Jagannatha Mandir the
main Deities i.e., Jagannatha,
Balabhadra & Subhadra themselves move out of the Mandir
and therefore this Rath Yatra is
uniqueandhasanunbrokentradition. It is humbly reiterated
that this ritual is not a mere celebratory festivity for public consumption, but is a mandatory
and essential part of the
Temple’s religious practice,
which the Temple or its administrators are religiously mandated to observe and perform
under any and all circumstances”, the plea said.
Mohapatra, who is also the
head of the Nijoga—the association of Sevaks/Sevayats recognized by the Temple Managing
Committee under the Shri
Jagannath Temple Act, 1955—
claimed the practice “has been
recorded in the Skanda Purana
and the Niladri Mahodaya,
which attest to the validity and
significance of the Rath Yatra”.

CX.´fi. ´ffUSX MÑfÔÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSXZVf³f d»f. BÊ-d³fdUQf Af¸fÔÂf¯f
Àfc¨f³ff A³fb·fUe I ßfZ¯fe I f¹fÊQf¹fe ÀfaÀ±ffAûa/ Af´fcd°fÊI °ffÊAûa ÀfZ
dUôb°f ´ffSZ¿f¯f ¸fÔO »f, ¦fiZM S ³fûEOf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f Àff¸f¦fie/ I f¹fûË
WZ°fb BÊ-d³fdUQf¹fZÔ BÊ-´fûMÊ »f etender.up.nic.in ´fS Qû ·ff¦fûa ¸fZa
d³fdUQf Jû»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI I û 12.00 ¶fþZ °fI Af¸fadÂf°f I e þf°fe
W`Ô Ü dªfÀfI f ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f CÀfe dQ³f Ii ¸fVf: 03.00/ 03.15/ 03.30/
03.40 ¶fªfZ (¹fdQ A½fI fVf/ A³¹f I fS¯f Wû °fû A¦f»fZ I f¹fÊ
dQ½fÀf ¸fZÔ) Jû»ff ªff¹fZ¦ffÜ d³f²ffÊdS°f d³fdUQf Vfb»I
AfS.Me.þe.EÀf./ E³f.BÊ.ER .Me. °f±ff ²fSûWS SfdVf
AfS.Me.þe.EÀf./ E³f.BÊ.ER .Me./ ¶f`ÔI ¦ffSa M e IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ
(d³fdUQf Vfb»I EUÔ ²fSûWS SfdVf ´fÈ±fI -´fÈ±fI WÀ°ffÔ°fdS°f I e
þf³fe W`) Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹fa°ff, d½fôb°f 400 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi J¯O,
¦fiZM S ³fûEOf IZ ´fÃf ¸fZÔ ´fÔþf¶f ³f`Vf³f»f ¶f`ÔI I e AfBÊ.Àfe.Oe.
d°f»f´°ff, QfQSe (¦fü°f¸f¶fbð ³f¦fS), C.´fi. VffJf ¸fZÔ ÀfÔ¨ffd»f°f ¨ff»fc
¶f`ÔI Jf°ff ÀfÔ£¹ff 0109012100000756 (IFSC Code
PUNB0466300) ¸fZÔ þ¸ff I Sf¹ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ d³fd½fQf IZ ´fi±f¸f
·ff¦f ¸fZÔ AfS.Me.ªfe.EÀf./ E³f.BÊ.ER .Me. õfSf ªf¸ff dI ¹fZ ¦f¹fZ
d³fd½fQf Vfb»I EUÔ ²fSûWS SfdVf I e ´fZ-B³fdÀ»f´f ¹f±ff ¹fûª¹f
¹fc.Me.AfS. Àfa£¹ff I e ´fid°f, d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf, ´f`³f I fOÊ, þe.EÀf.Me.
ÀfÔ£¹ff, B³I ¸f M`¢Àf dSM³fÊ I e À½f¹fa ´fi¸ffd¯f°f Lf¹ff´fid°f, °fI ³feI e
A³fb·fU ¹f±ff I ßfZ¯fe Aô°f³f (d½fôb°f ÀfbS Ãff C.´fi. ÀfSI fS õfSf
´fiQØf), BÊ.EÀf.AfBÊ., BÊ.´fe.ER ., ¶fe¸ff Àfa¶fa²fe ´fi´fÂf (ªfû dI
Ad³f½ff¹fÊ W` ) B°¹ffdQ BÊ-´fûMÊ »f ´fS ÀI` ³O ´fid°f¹ffg (PDF format) °f±ff BÊ-d³fdUQf IZ dõ°fe¹f ·ff¦f ¸fZÔ QSmÔ EUÔ Ufd¯fdª¹fI d³f¹f¸f
U Vf°fZË BÊ-´fûMÊ»f ´fS A´f»fûO I e þf¹fZÔ¦feÜ d³fdUQf I e U`²f°ff
Jb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f ÀfZ 90 dQ³f Wû¦feÜ 1. d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff Me-49/
2020-21: dUôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f J¯O, JbªffÊ IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe.
C´fIZ ³ýi, ªfWfa¦feS´fbS ´fS 33 IZ .½fe. ¶fZ IZ d³f¸ffÊ¯f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS
SfdVf ÷ . 2,000/- (÷ . Qû WªffS ¸ffÂf)Ü d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ÷ .
590/- (I S ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI 20.07.2020Ü 2.
d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff Me-50/ 2020-21: dUôb°f ´ffSZ¿f¯f J¯O, JbªffÊ IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f d½fd·f³³f C´fIZ ³ýiûÔ ´fS Ad¦³f ¹f³ÂfûÔ I e dSR »fe¦f I f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 2,000/- (÷ . Qû WªffS ¸ffÂf)Ü d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf
Vfb»I ÷ . 590/- (I S ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI 20.07.2020Ü
3. d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff Me-51/ 2020-21: dUôb°f ´ffSZ¿f¯f J¯O, JbªffÊ
IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d½fd·f³³f C´fIZ ³ýiûÔ ´fS Ad¦³f Vf¸f³f ¹f³ÂfûÔ I e dSR »fe¦f
I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 2,000/- (÷ . Qû WªffS ¸ffÂf)Ü d³fd½fQf
´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ÷ . 590/- (I S ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI
20.07.2020Ü BÊ-d³fdUQf IZ ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f CÀfe dQ³f d³f²ffÊdS°f Àf¸f¹f
´fS ÀffUÊþd³fI ø ´f ÀfZ Jû»ff þf¹fZ¦ff EUÔ ·ff¦f dõ°fe¹f (´fifBþd¶fO)
Jb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f °fQû³fbÀffS UZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e þf¹fZ¦feÜ
d³fdUQf ·ff¦f ´fi±f¸f ¸fZÔ Àf¸¶fd²f°f ´fi´fÂfûÔ I f A´f»fûO ³ff dI ¹fZ þf³fZ
I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ d³fdUQf I f ·ff¦f dõ°fe¹f (´fifBÊÀf d¶fO) ³fWea Jû»ff
þf¹fZ¦ffÜ BÊ-d³fdUQfAûÔ I û d¶f³ff I ûBÊ I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹fZ AÀUeI fS/
dU·ffdþ°f I S³fZ I f Ad²fI fS A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ ´ffÀf ÀfbS dÃf°f
SWZ¦ffÜ IÈ ´f¹ff dUÀ°fÈ°f þf³fI fSe, OfC³f »fûO, A³¹f ÀfÔVfû²f³fûÔ EUÔ
BÊ-d³fdUQf ´fiÀ°fb°f I S³fZ IZ dQ³ffÔI °fI dUÀ°ffS AfdQ IZ Àf¸¶f³²f
¸fZÔ IÈ ´f¹ff etender.up.nic.in ´fS »ffg¦f Af³f I SZÔÜ WXÀ°ff./A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f ´ffSmX¿f¯f ¸faOX»f, CX.´fi.´ff.MÑXf.IYf.d»f.,
400 IZY.½fe. CX´fIZY³ýi, ´ff»fe, ¦fiZMXSX ³fûEOXf, kkSXf¿MÑXdWX°f ¸fZÔ DYþfÊ
¶f¨ff¹fZÔll ´fÂffÔIY 838/ d½f.´ff.¸fa./ ¦fiZ.³ff./ T-49 to 51/
2020-21/ dQ³ffÔIY: 17.06.2020

from the conversation and issued a
showcause notice to him.
“We hereby clarify that this is purely
a private conversation between two individualsandthepartyhasnothingtodo
with it.TheCongressstronglycondemns
the contents of this conversation,”
CongressdistrictpresidentNasirMunshi
said in a statement.
“District Police Kargil lodges case
against a sitting Councillor of LAHDC
(Kargil) for viral audio clip containing
incriminating contents, prejudicial to
the regional/religious peace and tranquillity, spreading rumours and seditious in nature,” IGP Ladakh had
tweeted.

Hours after casting vote, MLA
tests positive for Covid-19
MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, JUNE 20

HOURS AFTER he cast his vote in
the Madhya Pradesh Assembly
premisesduringtheRajyaSabha
election, BJP MLA Omprakash
Saklecha tested positive for
Covid-19 late on Friday night.
The 62-year-old legislator
from Javad in Neemuch had
also attended the BJP legislature party meeting at its headquarters on Thursday and interacted with senior local and
national leaders over the last
three days.
While some BJP MLAs volunteered to get themselves
tested on Saturday, the
Assembly Secretariat, after go-

New Delhi

ing through CCTV footage, informed a few members who
stood in the voting queue near
Saklecha to get tested.
Saklecha became the second
legislator from the state to contract the disease after Congress
MLA Kunal Chaudhary, who cast
his vote wearing a PPE suit.
SaklechahadcometoBhopal
onJune16,threedaysbeforevoting. He told The Indian Express
that he had shifted to his farmhouse from his residence in
Javad town after a neighbour
tested positive three weeks ago.
The legislator said his wife
had a fever, but because both
came from a hotspot, they got
tested. Both tested positive.

FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

EXPRESS NETWORK 9

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, JUNE 21, 2020

BSF: Pak drone carrying
weapons shot down at LoC
JAMMU, JUNE 20

THEBSFsaidthataPakistanidrone
carrying arms and ammunition
wasshotdownonSaturdaymorningatRathuavillageinKathuadistrict’s Hiranagar sector along the
Line of Control -- months after
Punjab Police claimed to have recovered weapons dropped by
Pakistanidrones.
The incident comes amid reports of militants facing shortage
of weapons and increased vigil
along the borders.
Pakistan’s attempt to use a
drone to airdrop weapons adds a
new dimension to the militancy
in Kashmir, said BSF Inspector
General for Jammu Frontiers, N S

The downed drone
Jamwal. He said a patrol party
fromPansarborderoutpost(BOP)
noticedahexacopterdroneflying
at a height of 150-200 ft from
Pakistan towards the Indian side
around 5.10 am. The drone fell
nearly 250 metres on this side of
theborderaftertheBSFpartyfired
several rounds at it.

Fittedwithfourbatteries,aradio signal receiver and two GPS
devices,itwas8x6.2ftinsizeand
weighed18kg.Thedronewascarrying a payload of nearly 5 kg, including a US-made M4 semi-automatic carbine, two magazines,
60 rounds and seven Chinese
grenades.Thepayloadcarriedthe
nameofoneAliBhai,Jamwalsaid,
adding that he, must be present
within1-1.5kmrangeof thespot
to receive the consignment.
At a high-level meet on
Thursday,J&KDGPDilbaghSingh
had called for “extra attention”
along the UT’s border with
Pakistan, saying that the neighbouring country will try to push
in more terrorists and give impetustoviolenceinviewof theborder situation in Ladakh.

J&K admin plans to open 200 liquor
shops, religious leaders in Valley object
BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, JUNE 20

THE JAMMU and Kashmir administrationplanstoopenabout
200 liquor shops in Jammu and
Kashmir, 67 of which will be in
the Valley. The move has drawn
opposition from religious leaders in the Valley.
In a letter to J&K’s Financial
Commissioner,
Excise
Commissioner Rajesh Kumar

Shavan sought approval to start
the process. The letter suggests
the opening of 183 liquor vends
in the Union territory — 116 in
Jammu and 67 in the Valley.
While liquor is sold freely in
Jammu province, there are very
few shops and bars in the Valley.
The new proposal to open
liquor stores across Kashmir has
metwithobjectionsintheValley
as Islam prohibits the consumption of liquor.
“This is an attack on our cul-

tureandwewillopposeit,”Grand
MuftiNasirulIslamtoldTheIndian
Express. “We will call (a meeting
of)allreligiousleadersanddiscuss
thestrategyonhowtostopit.Asof
now, I can't say how we will go
about it but it will be opposed
with our full might.”
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ADIL AKHZER

SRINAGAR, JUNE 20
SIX CIVILIANS were injured and
at least a dozen homes were
damaged in cross-border
shelling in North Kashmir's Uri
on Saturday, an official said.
Army officials said Pakistan
violated ceasefire in Uri and
Rampur sectors of Baramulla
district along the Line of
Control.
Srinagar-based 15 Corps put
the number of injured civilians
at four. “On 20 Jun 2020, in the
morning hours, Pakistan initiatedanunprovokedceasefireviolation along the LoC by firing
Mortars & other weapons. Four
civilians injured. Befitting response is being given,” the Army
tweeted. In another tweet, Army
said Pakistan violated ceasefire
in Uri sector in the afternoon.
Officials said the shelling
stopped around evening.

Militant killed

One militant was killed in an
encounterbetweenmilitantsand
security forces in Kulgam district
Saturday. Police said the encounter broke out in the
Likhdipora area. The operation is
continuing, it said.

VISVA-BHARATI SANTINIKETAN
Advertisement No. 1/2020 dated 20.06.2020

Name of the posts :
1) Director 5 Nos,
2) Registrar
3) Finance Officer
4) Internal Audit Officer
(On Deputation)
For details log on to www.visva-bharati.ac.in Last date of
Application 15th July, 2020 before 6.00 P.M.
(AHILYA BAI COLLEGE OF NURSING)
GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL
SUPERINTENDENT
LOK NAYAK HOSPITAL: NEW DELHI-110002
F.N. 03/ABCON/LNH
Dated:
For applying to B.Sc (Hons) Nursing Programme (Four Year) in Ahilya Rai College of
Nursing, LNH, (For female candidate only) candidate are advised to see website: www.abconduadmission.in for all details. Candidates can apply on line by their own
facilities system from 24.06.2020 to 13.07.2020.
Sd/(Banbari Lal)
Director (Admin.)
DIP/Shabdarth/0089/20-21
LNH, New Delhi-02

davp 10801/13/0005/2021

ARUN SHARMA

Six civilians
injured in Pak
shelling in
Uri, Rampur
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Classifieds

Martyr of CISF on 21th June
CISF proudly remembers the supreme
sacrifice of this brave-heart. On this day, he
laid down his life at the altar of duty while
fighting with the terrorists. His courage and
bravery would remain an abiding source of
ASI/EXE ISHWAR inspiration for the force. The force will
SINGH
remain eternally indebted to him for his
SHEP SALAL
noblest deed.
21-06-1995

PERSONAL
I, Zuber Ahmad R/o-B-3/143,
J.J.Colony, Raghubir-Nagar,
N.Delhi-27 have changed my
minor son’s Ali Hussain
Ahmad to Ali Hussain.
0040539870-1
I Mohd.Shahryar S/o
Mohd.Saifuddin Molla R/o L4/B, Near Khalilullah Masjid,
Batla House , Jamia Nagar,
Okhla , New Delhi-110025
declares that name of my
father has been wrongly
written as Mohd.Saifuddin in
my all educational
certificates. His correct name
is Mohd.Saifuddin Molla which
may be amended accordingly.
0040539712-4
I Priya Gupta D/o Sh.Sanjay
Gupta W/o Sh. Aman Agarwal
R/o 1167/1094, 4th Floor,Kucha
Mahajani, Chandani Chowk,
Delhi-110006 have changed my
name after marriage to
Lavanya Agarwal for all
purposes.
0040539712-2
I Rakesh Kumar Sharma S/o
Late Sh.Madan Lal Sharma R/o
R-95, Model Town-3, Delhi110009 have changed my name
to Rakesh Sharma for all
purposes.
0040539712-1
I Sadia Sultana D/o
Mohd.Saifuddin Molla R/o L4/B,Near Khalilullah Masjid,
Batla House,Jamia
Nagar,Okhla, New Delhi110025 declares that name of
my father has been wrongly
written as Mohd.Saifuddin in
my all educational
ccertificates.His correct name
is Mohd.Saifuddin Molla which
may be amended accordingly.
0040539712-5
I Shahnawaz S/o
Mohd.Saifuddin Molla R/o L4/B, Batla House, Jamia Nagar,
Okhla,New Delhi-110025
declares that name of my
father has been my written as
Mohd.Saifuddin in my all
educational certificate.His
correct name is
Mohd.Saifuddin Molla which
may be anended accordingly.
0040539712-3
I, Aishwariya Arora d/o Ajay
Arora r/o 643, Dr. Mukherjee
Nagar, Delhi-110009 have
changed my name to
AISHWARYA ARORA.
0040539825-1
I, Shrabanti Ray W/O, Sukhendu
Ray R/o Cod Delhi Cantt.
Kirbee Place, New Delhi-10
have changed my name to
Shrabanti Roy. 0040539870-3
I, Sukhendu Ray R/o Cod Delhi
Cantt. Kirbee Place,New Delhi10 have changed my minor
daughter’s name from
Sanyukta Ray to Sanyukta Roy
0040539870-2

LOST & FOUND
I, Vidya Gupta W/o R.S.Gupta
R/o-Plot.No.B-224, AshokVihar-Ph-I, Delhi-52,Lost
original-allotment-letter,
Possession-Letter, sidePossession-Letter, BuildingPlan, C-Form, D-Form,
Assessment order,Bank
chalan,of above plot findercontact above address.
0040539870-7
Lost Original Gift
Deed(Registry)Regd
Document.No.5039, Book-1,
Volume No.20738, Pages.No.48
to 53, Regn.on-15-3-2013 with
the office of Sub Registrar-II,
New Delhi in respect of
property-No.WZ-163-A,PlotNo.V/S/71, Virender Nagar,New
Delhi favouring Rushali
Manchanda W/o.Nirman
Manchanda.FIR lodged vide
LR-No.363612/2020 dtd.19-62020. Founder inform at9891629294
0040539833-2

PUBLIC NOTICE

GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY
INFORMED THAT SH. PAWAN KOHLI
S/O LATE SH. BALDEV KOHLI R/O B146, SUBHADRA COLONY, SARAI
ROHILLA, DELHI-110035 DO HEREBY
DIS-OWN HIS SON MR. KANISHK S/O
SH. PAWAN KOHLI AND HIS FAMILY
FROM ALL HIS PROPERTIES &
ASSETS FORTHWITH. HE SHALL
HAVE NO CONNECTION WITH HIS
FAMILY AND PROPERTIES IN ANY
MANNER
WHATSOEVER.
ANY
PERSON/PERSONS DEALING WITH
HIM MAY DO SO AT THEIR OWN
RISKS & PERILS.
Sd/- VARUN GUPTA
ADVOCATE
E.No. D-5135/2015
Off.cum-Resident: 1873, Gali Ahiran,
Malka Ganj, Delhi-110007.

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

PUBLIC NOTICE

Sher-I-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences,
Department of Materials Management (Imports Section)
Soura, Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir-190011

Be known to all that my clients Sh. Raj
Kumar Sharma son of Harku Sharma, R/O
H No. 23 Sainik Vihar Phase -03 Mohan
Garden, Uttam Nagar, West Delhi, Delhi110059, Do hereby solemnly affirm and
declares as under that: That I am and Indian
citizen. That I Want to expelled/ disowned
my son namely “Pankaj Sharma”, and his
wife namely “Kanchan”, from our all
Movable & Immovable Properties/ Lien/
Interest etc. That in future I Shall never be
responsible for any work done by my above
said son, and his wife, and his/her legal
heirs. That I have released my all relations
from my son, and his wife, and his/her legal
heirs. That it is my true statement.
Aakash (Advocate)
Ch. No. 420, Karkardooma Court,
New Delhi.

E-mail: ammoimports@skims.ac.in,. Fax No. 0194-2403404

e-NIT No.: SIMS-324-NIT 06 (Imports) of 2020
Dated: 15.06.2020
Subject: Abbreviated Notice inviting Tenders for supply, installation, testing &
Commissioning of various Bio-Medical equipments for department of Surgical
Oncology SKIMS, Under State Cancer Institute.

On behalf of the Lt. Governor of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir through Director, Sher-IKashmir Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura, Srinagar, e-tenders are invited from the original manufacturers/ their Indian Subsidiaries/ Indian Agents on the authorization of Principal Manufacturers/
Indian Subsidiary if 100% Subsidiary of Foreign Principals (for imported equipment) and manufacturers/ their authorized dealers for the J&K State (for indigenous equipment) for supply, installation, testing & Commissioning of following equipment:-

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my client SMT.
MAMTA GUPTA W/O LATE RAM LAL
GUPTA R/o D-1/125 FF, Sec-11, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 has severed all her
relation with his son SH. ANKIT GUPTA
and his wife SMT. NITI GUPTA and
debarred & disowned them from all their
movable
and
immovable,
self
acquired/inherited properties and social
relationship of the society with
immediate effects, due to their
misbehavior and disobedience.
Any persons/s dealing with them will do
at his/her/their own risk and costs and
my client shall not be responsible for
any kind of his/her/their acts in future in
any circumstances.
A.K. SINGH (Advocate)
CH. No. 20, RU-BLOCK, DDA MKT
PITAMPURA, DELHI-88

Group
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.

Name of the item
Gamma Cordless Probe
Surgical Loupe 2.5x
Flexible Nasopharyngolarynghoscope with chip on tip
Video Assisted Distending Mediastinoscopy
Ultrasonic Bone Scalpel System for Oesteosurgery
Micro Vascular Doppler Probe
Operating Microscope
Automatic Tourniquet System for Limb Surgeries
Micro Drill with Attachments (Air Pen Drive

Last date for submission of online bids
Opening of Technical Bids

NOTICE

21.07.2020 upto 4.00 P.M.
24.07.2020 at 12.30 P.M.

No. SIMS-324-eNIT06 (Imports) 2020-1971-78
Dated: 15.06.2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is informed to public in general that my client
Sh. Jai Prakash S/o Sh. Jugga ram, his wife
Shishan Kaur, R/o E-Plot No 31, Khasra

No. 38/14 Main Railway Station Road
Khera Kalan, New Delhi 110082, have
debarred from and severed all social
relations with their son Nitin and his wife
Jyoti from their Movable & Immovable
property due to their actions and conduct
against the will of my clients. My clients
shall not be liable or responsible for any
acts and omissions of their son and
daughter in law in any manner
whatsoever.
Sd/- KRISHAN RANA
Advocate
E. No.- P/5307/2018
Office cum Address: House no 499,
Near Pandit Choupal Khera Kalan
Delhi-110082

Government of Jammu and Kashmir
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EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL, SKIMS MC&H,
BEMINA & SKIMS, SOURA, SRINAGAR

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
GENERATION DIVISION LJHP GANTAMULLA BLA

Tel.: 0194-2402617, Ext.: 2159, E-mail: mechanicalskims@gmail.com

Email: xeneljhp@gmail.com
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EXTENSION NOTICE No. 02
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SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL
SCIENCES, SOURA

Jammu & Kashmir Power Development
Corporation

19.06.2020
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Due to poor response to this office E-NIT No. 01 of 2020-21
dated: 21.04.2020 issued vide this office No. GD/LJHP/34-53
dated: 21.04.2020 for Survey, Design, Engineering,
Fabrication, supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning
of HDPE Pipe Debris Barrier Boom with pathway at
Headworks Barrage LJHP Gantamulla and maintenance of
Barrier for 3 years from the date of commissioning. (Tender
ID: 2020_SPDC_95958_1) the critical dates are re-scheduled as
under:
S.
No.

Activity

1.

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Gist of NIT No. 15 of 2020-21 Dated 17.06.2020
For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of U.T. of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical, SKIMS, Soura,
MC&H Bemina, Srinagar, invites Online e-bids in Two (02) cover systems from Original Lift Manufacturers or their
Authorized Dealers/ Authorized Representatives/ Registered and reputed Firms having experience in installation of Lifts
in Govt. Institutions/Departments, detailed in the tender document for the following works.

Sr.
Name of the Work
No.
1.
Design, Supply, Installation, Testing, Inspection and Commissioning of Fifteen (15)
Passenger Elevator with three years comprehensive maintenance and allied works
for Nursing College at SKIMS, Soura.

Date already
tendered

Dates as per new
schedule

Date of Issue of tender
notice

21.04.2020

21.04.2020

2.

Period of downloading
of bidding documents.

23.04.2020 to
15.06.2020

23.04.2020 to
09.07.2020

3.

Bid submission start date

23.04.2020

23.04.2020

4.

Bid submission end date

15.06.2020

09.07.2020

ii.

Date & Time of Bidding Queries/ clarification/Pre-Bid meet 22.06.2020 upto 14.00 hours

5.

Deadline for receiving the
hard copies (CDR/EMD).

17.06.2020

11.07.2020

iii.

Last Date & Time of Bid uploading

Date & time of opening of
Technical Bid (Online).

09.06.2020

6.

13.07.2020

Sd/EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
Generation Division LJHP,
Gantamulla Baramulla

No: GD/LJHP/358-62
DATED:- 17.06.2020

DAKSHINANCHAL VIDYUT VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED
(UNDERTAKING OF U.P. GOVERNMENT)
(CIN: U31200UP2003SGC027460)

e-Tender Extension Notice

´fÂffaIY: 1395/A²fe.Ad·f.(IYf¹fÊVff»ff.)Q.d½f.d½f.d³f.d»f./d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff
Tender
No.

Short Description

i.

v.
vi.

Date and Time of downloading/ Sale of Tender documents 19.06.2020 (11.00 hrs.)
(Starting Date)
07.07.2020 upto 11.00 hours
Date of Submission of hard copies (Only Original EMD/ 08.07.2020 upto 14.00 hours
DD for Document Fee)

Date & Time of Commercial/ Technical Bid (Cover-I) 09.07.2020
11.00
hours
opening
convenient day)
Date & Time of Financial Bid (Cover-IInd) opening of the shall be intimated separately
qualifying Bidders

vii. Cost of e-Bid Document

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
(Ref. No. MGSIPA/Estt./Adv./746, dated 19.06.2020)
Online bids are invited from reputed manpower supply firms in electronic tendering system for the annual contract of “Providing manpower
Services in MGSIPA.”
Important Dates
Publishing Date and
22.06.2020 Document download/
13.07.2020
Time
11.00 AM
sale and Date and Time 01.00 PM
Document Download/
22.06.2020 Bid submission closing 13.07.2020
Sale start Date and Time 11.00 AM
Date and Time
01.00 PM
Bid Submission Start
22.06.2020 Bid Opening Date and 16.07.2020
Date and Time
11.00 AM
Time
11.00 AM

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS
1. The tender documents can be download from website
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
2. For any clarification/difficulty regarding e-tendering process, the
firms/contractors can contact on 0172-2970263, 0172-2970284.
3. Any corrigendum/addendum/corrections, if any, shall be published on the website (https://eproc.punjab.gov.in) only.
4. Bidders shall have to pay the fees (earnest money, document fee
and processing fee, etc.) through online mode as mentioned on
e-portal https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
Special Chief Secretary-cumDirector General, MGSIPA
37872/Pb

next

Rs. 1500/- (Rupees One Thousand & Five Hundred only)
Rs. 42,000/- (Rupees Forty Two Thousand only)

ix.

Completion Time

Six (06) months from the date of issue of LOI or
Allotment Order

x.

Budget Head

CAPEX Budget for the Year 2020-21

No. SIMS 139 EX./MECH/-2020-21/-1049-59
Dated: 17.06.2020

dQ³ffaIY: 20.06.2020

Estimated
Revised
Revised
Tender
Cost in
Earnest
Tender Fee
Opening
Rs.
Money in Rs.
in Rs.
Date & Time

82/2019-20 Supply and Installation Oven, Approx. Rs. Rs. 50,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 03.07.2020
HT/LT Winding Machine, Fire 49.81 Lac
(GST Extra) 16:00 Hrs.
Extenguishers
other
Mescellaneous Machine work
at newly workshop Vidhuna
(Auraiya) under EWD, Kanpur
(Date Extension 22.06.2020
to 03.07.2020)
83/2019-20 Supply and Installation Oil Approx. Rs. Rs. 45,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 03.07.2020
Protection System & Filling 45.29 Lac
(GST Extra) 16:00 Hrs.
Service Station work at newly
workshop Vidhuna (Auraiya)
under EWD, Kanpur (Date
Extension 22.06.2020 to
03.07.2020)
84/2019-20 Supply and Installation Testing Approx. Rs. Rs. 17,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 03.07.2020
Equipments for Transformer at 17.09 Lac
(GST Extra) 16:00 Hrs.
newly workshop Vidhuna
(Auraiya) under EWD, Kanpur
(Date Extension 22.06.2020
to 03.07.2020)
85/2019-20 Supply and Installation 3 Ton Approx. Rs. Rs. 15,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 03.07.2020
Moterised hoiest for stacking 14.90 Lac
(GST Extra) 16:00 Hrs.
yard & Prepairing washing,
Painting Area at newly
workshop Vidhuna (Auraiya)
under EWD, Kanpur (Date
Extension 22.06.2020 to
03.07.2020)
86/2019-20 Supply and Installation of Approx. Rs. Rs. 50,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 03.07.2020
Electric work at newly 50.26 Lac
(GST Extra) 16:00 Hrs.
workshop Vidhuna (Auraiya)
under EWD, Kanpur (Date
Extension 22.06.2020 to
03.07.2020)
01/2020-21 Supply and Installation of Oil Approx. Rs. Rs. 8,000.00 Rs. 1,000.00 03.07.2020
Filling System at newly 8.04 Lac
(GST Extra) 16:00 Hrs.
workshop Orai (Jalaun) under
EWD, Jhansi

Other Terms & Conditions have been given in detailed tender for which please visit
at eprocurement portal of UP Government https://etender.up.nic.in or contact us at
given address as follows:
Urja Bhawan, 220 KV Sub-Station, Bye Pass
Road, Sikandra, Agra- 282007 (UP) Ph. No.
9068944455

(or

viii. Amount of Earnest Money Deposit (CDR/FDR)

58/2019-20 AMC of Machineries at Approx. Rs. Rs. 35,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 10.07.2020
various workshops under 35.00 Lac
(GST Extra) 16:00 Hrs.
EWD, Kanpur

(As ISO 9001:2015 Certified Punjab Government Organization
devoted to training and research in Public Administration)
Institutional Area, Sector 26, Chandigarh 160019, India
Phone:+91-172-2793588-91 I Fax: +91-172-2793588-91 Extn: 400
E-mail: helpdesk.mgsipa@punjab.gov.in
Web: mgsipa.punjab.gov.in

Estimated Cost
(In Lacs)
21.00

The complete tender document is available at website: http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested Bidders/Tenderers may
view, download the e-Bid document, seek clarifications and submit their bids online upto the date and time mentioned in the table below. Tender Document contains qualifying criteria for bidders. Specifications, Bills of
Quantities & Terms and Conditions of the contract and other relevant details.

iv.

All the terms and conditions shall remain the same.

MAHATMA GANDHI STATE INSTITUTE OF
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, PUNJAB

I, Arjun Singh Khurana, Advocate, notify to all
public on behalf of my client Smt. Kulwant
Kaur W/o Late Sh. Mohan Singh, R/o J5/101J, First Floor, Rajauri Garden, New
Delhi-110027, that my client has debarred,
disowned and disinherited her two Sons
namely Sh. Gurcharan Singh Sadana @ Gary
S/o Late Sardar Mohan Singh Age about 66
Years. Smt. Vermeet Sadana@Nicky
(daughter in law of my client), and all their
legal
heirs
including
Amrinder
Sadana@Vinny, Suman Sadana, Pooja
Sadana and further my client another son Sh.
Surinder Singh Sadana@Bubble S/o Late
Sardar Mohan Singh Age about 63 Years,
Smt. Tarvinder Sadana@Pumpy (daughter in
law of my client), and all their legal heirs
including Mandeep Sadana@Kunal. Oneet
Sadana@Karan,
from
movable
and
immovable properties of my client and
aforesaid sons and daughter in laws and their
children and any of their legal heirs shall have
no right, title, or interest whatsoever at any
time in same.
Sd/- (Arjun Singh Khurana)
Advocate
D/1886/2013
J-143, Rajouri Garden, New Delhi-110027

EMD
30,000
2,000
50,000
30,000
50,000
1,000
3,00,000
1,00,000
10,000

Complete bidding process will be online on e-Tendering portal: www.jktenders.gov.in &
the tenders should be submitted strictly in accordance with the provisions of the detailed NIT.
Asstt. Materials Management Officer (Imports),
For & on behalf of Chief of Materials Management.

59/2019-20 AMC of Machineries at Approx. Rs. Rs. 25,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00 10.07.2020
various workshops under 25.00 Lac
(GST Extra) 16:00 Hrs.
EWD, Jhansi/Banda

Suitable match for himachali
mahajan girl 1990/ 5.6”
lieutenant in indian
Navy.upper caste no
bar.Prefered defence
personnel.contact.9816235373
,9805071878 mail
:nirupmakaistha5@gmail.com
0050165551-1

Tender Fee
1000
500
1000
1000
1000
500
5000
1000
500

The detailed tender document is available on www.jktenders.gov.in & on SKIMS website:
www.skims.ac.in & the NIT schedule is as per following:-

I, Vivek Kumar S/o S N Yadav
R/o-78C/C1 Ward.No-1
Mehrauli,New Delhi-110030
have lost my original-10th
marksheet & certificate
Roll.No.1128891 (year-2010),
Passout from CBSE.Finder
please contact-above address
0040539833-1

CASTE NO BAR

Qty.
01
02
01
01
01
01
01
01
01

Superintending Engineer
(Workshop)
D.V.V.N.L. AGRA

New Delhi

Sd/- Executive Engineer
Mechanical, SKIMS.
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Crude Watch
OPEC+ CUT BOOSTS OIL

New York: Oil prices rose Friday but pulled back sharply from early
highs on concerns that continued spread of the novel coronavirus
could stall the US’ economic rebound. Brent crude settled up 68 cents
a barrel at $42.19. US crude settled at $39.75, up 91 cents. REUTERS

MAR QUARTER: LOSS OF `697 CR, TOTAL INCOME RISES TO `16,388.32 CR

Fallinbadloans,lowerprovisioninghelpPNB
cutlosses;reports`2,617crNPAdivergence
ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE 20

AIDED BY a decline in bad loans
and lower provisioning, public
sector bank Punjab National
Bank (PNB) has posted a lower
standalone loss of Rs 697 crore
for the fourth quarter ended
March 31, 2020 as against a loss
of Rs 4,750 crore in JanuaryMarch period of 2018-19.
The bank has reported a divergence in non-performing assets (NPAs) at Rs 2,617 crore for
the year ended March 31, 2019.
While the bank announced
NPAs of Rs 78,472 crore for the
year, the RBI’s assessment put
the figure at Rs 81,089 crore.
Accordingly, the adjusted loss
for the year works out to Rs
11,335 crore for March 2019 as
against a loss of Rs 9,975 crore
estimated by the bank earlier.
The bank also reported a divergence in provisions at Rs
2,091 crore for March 2019.
The bank’s gross NPAs de-

BRIEFLY

Dieselhits
recordhigh

New Delhi: Diesel price on
Saturdayhitarecordhighafter rates were hiked by 61
paise per litre, while petrol
pricewasraisedby51paise.

HDFCBankokays
fundraisingplan
New Delhi: HDFC Bank on
Saturday said its board has
approved proposal to raise
up to Rs 50,000 crore in the
nexttwelvemonthsbyissuingvariousdebtsecurities.

GROSSNPAsFALLTO14.21%OFGROSSADVANCES
■ Punjab National Bank has
reported a divergence in
non-performing assets
(NPAs) at Rs 2,617 crore for
the year ended March 2019.
While the bank announced
NPAs of Rs 78,472 crore for
the year, the RBI’s
assessment put the figure at
Rs 81,089 crore
■ The bank’s gross NPAs
declined to 14.21 per cent of
gross advances at the end of

clined to 14.21 per cent of gross
advances at the end of March
2020, as against 15.50 per cent
in March 2019. In absolute
value, gross NPAs stood at Rs
73,478.76 crore at the end of
2019-20, lower than Rs
78,472.70 crore reported in the
previous fiscal. Similarly, net
NPAs were valued at Rs
27,218.89 crore as against Rs
30,037.66 crore.

March 2020, as against
15.50 per cent in March
2019
■ The bank has done the
cash recovery of Rs 10,000
crore during the fiscal,
while containing the fresh
slippages to Rs 20,000
crore. The bank is
expecting the recovery of
Rs 6,000-8,000 crore
during the current
fiscal year
The bank’s total income
during the March quarter rose
to Rs 16,388.32 crore from Rs
14,725.13 crore in the year-ago
period. The provisioning for
bad loans during the March
quarter almost halved to Rs
4,618.27 crore.
The bank has done the cash
recovery of Rs 10,000 crore during the fiscal, while containing
the fresh slippages to Rs 20,000

How central banks are
trying to soften the blow
Central banks worldwide have slashed interest rates in
recent months, providing in some cases unprecedented
amounts of stimulus to help soften the blow to the global
economy from the coronavirus pandemic and to keep
markets functioning.

INDIA

■ Targetedlong-termrepooperationsandotherregulatory

measuresforbanksworthupto500billionrupees
■ Cutreversereporate40bpsto3.35%,opensaspecialliquidity
facilityofuptoRs500billiontohelpMFscopewithliquiditystrain

PawahisBMW
GroupIndiaprez
New Delhi: BMW has appointed Vikram Pawah
president of BMW Group
India, effective August 1,
2020. PTI

NEWDELHI,JUNE20
AMAZON.COM INC has secured
clearance to deliver alcohol in
WestBengal,accordingtoadocument seen by Reuters, signalling
the US e-commerce giant’s first
forayintothecountry’smulti-billion-dollar sector.In a notice on
Friday, West Bengal State
Beverages Corp, the authorised
agencytocarryoutonlineretailof
liquor trade in the state, said
Amazon was among the companies found to be eligible for registrationwithauthorities.
Alibaba-backedIndiangrocery
venture BigBasket has also won
approval to deliver alcohol in the
state,thenoticesaid.
Amazon has been invited to
sign a memorandum of understanding with the state, said the

■ Buyingunlimitedquantitiesof

USTreasuries,mortgage-backed
andagencysecurities
■ Buyingmunicipalbonds,
corporatebondsandETFs,and
dollarswaplinessetup
$2.3trillioninloanarrangements
forlocalgovernments,smalland
mid-sizedbusinesses

■ Nochangetomainpurchases,

takingthetotaltoabout1.1trillion
eurosthisyear,afterinitially
adding120billioneurostoits

existingasset-purchase
programme

BRITAIN

■ Willbuyinvestment-grade

commercialpaperwithmaturities
upto12months
■ Increasesbond-buying
programmeby100billionpounds

■ Lowers1-yearmedium-term

lendingfacility(MLF)rateon
loans
■ Cutstheamountofcashthat
smallbanksmustholdasreserves
by50bpsto6.50%,releasing
around400billionyuan
Source: Reuters

liquidityintotheireconomies.Nationshavealsocutcapitaladequacy
requirementsforbanksandannouncedmoratoriumsonloanrepayments

Rising foreign currency assets push forex Trump intends
nominate
reserves to record high of $507.6 billion to
Deven Parekh
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

THE COUNTRY’S forex reserves
jumped substantially by $5.942
billiontotouchalife-timehighof
$507.644 billion in the week to
June 12, helped by a significant
jump in foreign currency assets
(FCA), the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) data showed.
In the previous week ended
June 5, the foreign exchange reserveshadcrossedthehalf-a-trillionmarkforthefirsttime,afterit
surgedbyamassive$8.22billion
andreached$501.703billion,according to the weekly data released by the RBI.
Inthereportingweek,theforeigncurrencyassets,amajorcomponent of the overall reserves,

‘AMAZON SET
TO SIGN MoU’

■ Amazon has been
invited to sign a
memorandum of
understanding with
the state, said the
notice by West Bengal
State Beverages Corp.

notice, which has not previously
beenreported.
Amazon did not respond to a
request for comment. BigBasket
also did not respond to a request
for comment. Amazon’s interest
in delivering alcohol in West
Bengalmarksaboldmovetomake
inroadsintoamarketthatisworth
$27.2 billion, as per estimates by
IWSRDrinksMarketAnalysis.

The gold reserves in the
reporting week rose by
$821 mn to $33.173 bn,
the RBI data showed
roseby$5.106billionto$468.737
billion.Expressedindollarterms,
the foreign currency assets includetheeffectofappreciationor
depreciation of non-US units like
the euro, pound and yen held in
the foreign exchange reserves.
According to economists, the
increase in foreign exchange reserves is due to higher capital inflowsandalsoduetothenarrowingcurrentaccountdeficitastrade
activitieshavecometoastandstill
due to the disruptions caused by
theCOVID-19pandemic.

Thegoldreservesinthereporting week rose by $821 million to
$33.173 billion, the RBI data
showed.
The special drawing rights
with the International Monetary
Fund(IMF)wasupby$12million
to$1.454billion.Thecountry’sreserve position with the IMF also
rose by $3 million to $4.280 billion during the reporting week,
the data showed.
The rising forex reserves give
a lot of comfort to the government and the RBI in managing
India’s external and internal financialissuesatatimewheneconomic growth may contract in
2020-21. It’s a big cushion in the
event of any crisis on the economic front and enough to cover
the import bill of the country for
a year. WITHPTI

AASHISH ARYAN

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

to IDFC Board

LALITKJHA

WASHINGTON,JUNE20
USPRESIDENTDonaldTrumphas
announced his intention to nominate leading Indian-American
global venture capitalist Deven
Parekh as a member of the Board
of Directors of an independent
agency of the government that
provides financing for private developmentprojects.
The nomination of Parekh to
be a member of the Board of
Directors of the International
Development Finance Corporation will be for three years. He
is the MD at software investment
firmInsightPartners. PTI

NCLAT held.
TheNCLAT’sjudgmentessentially holds that if a corporate
debtorisbeingliquidated,acreditor can not claim superiority
over other secured creditors in
the same band, and that everyone must receive their fair share
byfollowingthewaterfallmechanism of liquidation.

the workmen.

What is the waterfall
mechanism for liquidation?
As the name suggests, the
waterfall mechanism under
InsolvencyandBankruptcyCode
givesprioritytosecuredfinancial
creditors over unsecuredfinancialcreditors. The mechanism says that if a
company is being
liquidated, these securedfinancialcreditors must be first
paid the full extent
of their admitted claim, before
any sale proceedings are distributed to any other unsecured
creditor.
Under Section 53 of the IBC,
whichdealswithwaterfallmechanism,thetopmostpriority,however,isgiventocostsrelatedtothe
liquidation process and dues of
workmenofthecorporatedebtor.
Theduesoftheworkmeninclude
all their salaries, provident, pension,retirementandgratuityfund,
as well as any other funds maintained for the welfare of

Why did BHEL object to
liquidation of Surana Power?
State-run BHEL, which was
also a secured creditor for
Surana Power, had won an arbitration award against the company. It gave BHEL complete and
undisputed rights over all the
assets, equipment, goods lying
at the site of the power plant. It
also gave BHEL title rights over
the finished and unfinished
buildings.
BHELobjectedtotheliquidationprocessasitheldonly26.24
per cent share by value in the
SuranaPower,whichisbeingliquidated. Going by the waterfall
mechanism, though it would
have got the money over other
unsecured creditors, its share
would come down by a lot.
The arbitration award route
would have, on the other hand,
given it complete rights over all
properties, assets and equipment,whileleavinglittletonothing for other creditors.
Though the NCLT Chennai
bench had held that BHEL was
right in claiming priority over
other creditors, the NCLAT held
that in order to claim priority,
BHELshouldhavehadatleast60
per cent share value. Since it did
not have the same, it would be
unfairtostoptheliquidationproceedingsbecauseof onedissenting creditor.

CDSCO approves
Hetero and Cipla
remdesivir generics

Aviation Secy:
Limits on
airfares may
be extended
beyond Aug 24

THE NATIONAL Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) has
ruled that liquidation process of
acompanyundertheInsolvency
andBankruptcyCode(IBC)holds
precedence over outcome of an
arbitration proceeding.
A three-member Bench,
headed by Justice Venugopal M,
ruled that just because Bharat
Heavy Electricals Limited had
wonanarbitrationawardagainst
SuranaPower,whichwasundergoingliquidation,the
processwouldnotbe
stopped to favour it.
TheChennaiBenchof
National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT)
had earlier ruled in
favour of BHEL.
What does the NCLAT order
mean?
Initsjudgment,theNCLATset
aside an order of Chennai NCLT
on the grounds that BHEL’s
chargeoverSuranaPowerassets
wereequaltotheother10financial creditors, and therefore it
could not be given precedence.
BHEL’s claim that it has the
first right over the assets and
properties of Surana Power,
was wrong as all other creditors
had given the assent to liquidate the corporate debtor, the

PRABHARAGHAVAN

CHINA

■ Centralbankshaveresortedtocuttingbenchmarkpolicyratestoinfuse

‘Amazon, BigBasket get nod for
liquor delivery in West Bengal’
REUTERS

THEUS

750billioneurosinadditional
assets

PiramalPharma
acquisition

New Delhi: The net new enrolmentswiththeEPFOwas
recordedat1.33lakhduring
April 2020, according to its
payrolldata.

Thecoronaviruspandemichasputcountriesinatightspotassubsequent
lockdownshavehamperedtaxcollections,businessesandlivelihoods.
Governmentshavetriedtokickstarttheireconomiesbyannouncing
stimuluspackages.However,centralbankshaveplayedakeyroletoo.
Theyensurestabilityofinterestandexchangeratestoprovideadequate
liquidityforproductivesectorsandensureadequatesupplyofcurrencyin
thesetoughtimes.

EUROZONE

NewDelhi:Suggestionshave
beeninvitedfromstakeholders to amend the motor vehicle rules, the government
saidonSaturday.

1.33LnewEPFO
enrolmentsinApr

PNB said the amalgamation
of Oriental Bank of Commerce
and United Bank of India into
PNB has become effective from
April 1, 2020. The bank now has
a network of 10,910 branches
and 13,530 ATMs in India. It has
a customer base of 17 crore, deposits of Rs 10.71 lakh crore and
advances of Rs 7.62 lakh crore.
During the financial year ended
March 2020, the government
infused Rs 16,091 crore into the
bank. The government holding
in the bank has increased to
83.19 per cent as on March 31,
2020.
If provisioning for NPAs assessed by the RBI exceeds 10 per
cent of the reported profit before provisions and contingencies or additional gross NPAs
identified by the RBI exceeds 15
per cent of the published incremental gross NPAs for the reference period, then the banks are
required to disclose divergence
from prudential norms on income recognition, assets classification and provisioning.

WHYISTHISIMPORTANT?

COVID IMPACT

Suggestionsto
amendMVrules

New
Delhi:
Piramal
Enterprises’ pharma solutionsbusinesssaidithasentered into a pact with G&W
Laboratories to acquire its
solidoraldosagedrugproductmanufacturingfacilityfor
$17.5million.

crore. The bank is expecting the
recovery of Rs 6,000-8,000 crore
during the current fiscal and recovery will gather momentum
from the third quarter onwards.
Net NPAs also came down to
5.78 per cent as against 6.56 per
cent in the year-ago period.
On the COVID pandemic, the
bank said, “the situation continues to be uncertain and the
bank is evaluating the situation
on ongoing basis. The major
identified challenges for the
bank would arise from eroding
cash flows and extended working capital cycles. The bank is
gearing itself on all the fronts to
meet these challenges.”
“The management believes
that no adjustments are required in the financial results as
it does not significantly impact
the current financial year.
Despite these events and conditions, there would not be any
significant impact on the bank’s
results in future and going concern assumptions as at
presently made,” it said.

What does recent NCLAT ruling
— liquidation of a firm under
IBC holds precedence — mean?

NEWDELHI,JUNE20

THE COUNTRY’S top drug regulatory body on Saturday granted
emergency use approval to two
Indiandrugmakersforgenericsof
Gilead Science’s remdesivir, The
IndianExpresshaslearnt.
These approvals will allow
Cipla and Hetero Drugs to manufacture and supply the injectible
medicineforthetreatmentofsuspected or laboratory-confirmed
cases of COVID-19 “with severe
disease”, ending weeks of uncertaintyoverwheretheycanaccess
thedrugfrom.
Drug Controller General of
India Dr VG Somani approved
these applications late on
Saturday, said a senior Health
Ministry official on condition of
anonymity. The companies will
havetofollowthesameconditions
set out by the DCGI for Gilead
whenitsremdesivirwasapproved
atthebeginningof themonth.
“HeteroandCiplahavejustgot
theapproval.Thedocumentsand
samplestheyhadsubmittedwere
extensivelyassessedbeforetheapproval was granted,” the official
toldTheIndianExpress.
Remdesivir is to be administeredforamaximumof fivedays,
as per the country’s clinical managementguidelines.
“Thisisaboonforthecountry.
We are hoping these companies
willbeabletosupply(remdesivir)
toasmanypatientsthatrequireit
inIndia,maybemore,”theofficial
added. Four other companies —
BDRPharmaceuticals,JubilantLife
Sciences, Mylan Laboratories and

The companies will
have to follow the same
conditions set out by
the DCGI for Gilead
when its remdesivir
was approved at the
beginning of the month
Dr Reddys Laboratories — are still
yet to get the final approvals, accordingtotheofficial.
“The samples of the other
companies are still to come and
their test reports are yet to be
made, but that too will be done,”
theysaid.
CiplaandHeterohavenotofficiallyconfirmedthedevelopment
and queries to the companies on
Saturday night remained unanswered by press time. The developmentiscrucialastherehasbeen
a surge in demand for the drug
here,butlittleclarityonwherepatients could get approved supply.
Gilead, when receiving the approval, had stated on June 3 that
there was “limited global supply”
ofthemedicineandthatitwasanticipatingnewsupplyinJuly.
In the absence of such supply
here,patientshadbeenprocuring
itfromgenericdrugmakersgiven
the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation’s (CDSCO)
approval to supply their product
on compassionate grounds. In
other cases, some patients had
even been attempting to import
the drug from countries like
Bangladesh,whichanotherofficial
hadearliersaidwasnotapproved
byCDSCO.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

THE GOVERNMENT-IMPOSED
upper and lower limits on airfares may be extended beyond
August 24 depending upon how
the situation turns out, Aviation
Secretary P S Kharola said on
Saturday.
The government resumed
domestic passenger flights from
May 25 after nearly two months
of suspension to combat the
coronavirusoutbreak,butplaced
lower and upper limits on airfares depending upon the flight
duration.
It had said on May 21 that
theselimitswouldbeinplacefor
a period of three months.
“Dependingonhowthesituation turns out, the fare band
may have to adjusted beyond
that (August 24) also. But right
now, it is only for three months,”
Kharola said at a press conference here. International passenger flights continue to remain
suspended in the country.
However, the government
startedVandeBharatMissionon
May 6 to help stranded people
reachtheirdestinationsthrough
special flights.
Aviation Minister Hardeep
SinghPurisaidattheconference
that during phase 3 and phase 4
of the mission, private domestic
airlines have been approved to
operate750internationalflights
to repatriate people stranded
amidthecoronaviruspandemic.
Commercialflightoperations
had
been
shut
since
March 25.

COVID EFFECT
China woos Bangladesh, provides tariff
AAI gives more time
exemption for 97% of exports from Dhaka to Adani group to take

A total of 8,256
products is set to
benefit from this

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DHAKA, JUNE 20

IN A bid to woo Bangladesh,
China has provided a huge trade
boost to the country by announcing tariff exemption for
97 per cent of Bangladeshi
products effective from July 1.
The decision has come one
month after Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
held a discussion to upgrade
their bilateral relations during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

PRESENT STATUS

3,095

■ Currently, 3095 Bangladeshi
products enjoy duty-free
access to Chinese market
under Asia-Pacific Trade
Agreement. With the new
announcement, 97 per cent of
Bangladeshi products will join
this zero-tariff club from July
1 that raised the numbers of
Bangladeshi products with
zero duty access to Chinese
market to 8,256.
The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Bangladesh announced on Friday that 97 per

cent of items would be exempted of Chinese tariffs.
As part of the government’s
economic diplomacy and the
outcome of exchange of letters
between Bangladesh and China,
Tariff Commission of the
Chinese State Council issued a
notice recently on granting zero
treatment to 97 per cent of tariff products of Bangladesh, the
Dhaka Tribune reported, quoting the ministry’s statement.
With this announcement, a
total of 8,256 Bangladeshi products will come under the 97 per
cent of products that would be
exempted from tariff.
Currently, 3095 Bangladeshi
products enjoy duty-free access
to Chinese market under AsiaPacific Trade Agreement
(APTA). With the new an-

nouncement, 97 per cent of
Bangladeshi products will join
this zero-tariff club from July 1
that raised the numbers of
Bangladeshi products with zero
duty access to Chinese market
to 8,256, the report said.
During the Asian-African
Conference which took place
this week in Indonesia, Chinese
president Xi announced that
China will grant duty free market access for Least Developed
Countries (LDC) 97 per cent of
the tariff lines within a year.
This beneficial market access scheme will be applied
only for imports from LDCs that
have diplomatic relations with
China. China’s tariff exemption
is expected to help Bangladesh
cushion the economic impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

over 3 privatised airports
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,JUNE20

THE AIRPORTS Authority of India
(AAI) has given three more
monthstotheAdanigrouptotake
overthemanagementofthreeprivatised airports of Ahmedabad,
Mangaluru and Lucknow due to
theCOVID-19scenario,according
to the Civil Aviation Ministry on
Saturday.
This means the Adani group,
which was expected to take over
theoperations,managementand
developmentofthethreeairports
by August 12, can now take over
theairportsbyNovember12.?
“On the advent of COVID-19

New Delhi

Thethreeairportsare
Ahmedabad,Mangaluru
andLucknow
scenario, AEL (Adani Enterprises
Limited) has cited force majeure
and filed for extension in March
2020andsoughttimetillFebruary
15,2021(totakeoverthethreeairports),” said the statement by the
Civil Aviation ministry. “AAI has
agreedtotheextensionof timeof
additionalthreemonthstoachieve
Commercial Operation Date
(COD) by the concessionaire in
view of force majeure on account
of COVID-19,”itadded.
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Mr Modi’s dream that the
21st century will be a ChinaIndia led Asian century is
practically over. It is obvious
that Mr Modi did not take a
correct measure of Mr Xi.
Whether Mr Xi took a
correct measure of Mr Modi
is a matter of speculation.
The two leaders cannot be
close friends again. They can
still do business and sign
one-step-at-a-time
agreements in the manner
that Mr Narasimha Rao, Mr
Vajpayee and Dr Manmohan
Singh did with their
counterparts in China

inside

TRACK

COOMIKAPOOR

RIDING HIGH, BUT RIDER
IN MODI 1.0, Rajnath Singh was fairly invisible though he held the key Home
Affairs portfolio and was the senior-most
Cabinet minister. Arun Jaitley was usually
inthespotlightongovernmentissuesand
AmitShahonthepoliticalfront.Atthestart
of Modi 2.0, Amit Shah as Home Minister
projected a larger than life image. But in
February this year, Shah seemed to have
goneonatemporaryhiatusandSinghdid
most of the talking on behalf of the government, whether on the lockdown, the
migrant problem, the India-China confrontation or India-Nepal relations.
Political observers were surprised that
Singh was even included in the Group of
Ministers on the Covid-19 crisis. By virtue
of his seniority, Singh automatically
chaired the key committee, though epidemicmanagementfallsundertheHome
Ministry.Singhmaybepoliticallyfarmore
relevanttodaythanbefore,butthedanger
of being pushed upwards is that he can
also be a convenient scapegoat.

PAWARFUL RUMBLINGS
THE outsourcing of the administration
of Maharashtra to bureaucrats by Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray has infuriated his alliance partners and some in his
party. The CM is seldom to be seen at his
office or official residence, and is not
available on the phone after 11 pm. He
clears files only after the Chief Secretary’s
approval. Frustrated Congress state leaders may make the most noise but the
man to watch is Sharad Pawar. The NCP
leader has objected more than once to
the CM’s overcautious bureaucratic approach. For instance, the CM wanted to
delay the resumption of domestic flights
to Mumbai, hence the contradictory
messages emanating from Mumbai to
airlines for the first two days after flights
started. While Pawar believes the only
way to revive the economy is to lift the
lockdown, Thackeray favours the bureaucracy’s pleas for a more gradual return to normalcy. Thackeray’s lack of political leadership is seen in his inability
to engage with Mumbai’s industry,
which should have played a major role
in organising relief and healthcare. After
the Nisarga cyclone, Thackeray went on
a single aerial survey of Raigad district,
while the 79-year old Pawar, a cancer
survivor, made a gruelling road trip of the
devastated region.

Out of

MYMIND

MEGHNADDESAI
IN THE second millennium of the
Common Era, England and France fought
each other off and on for 800 years —
across the English Channel, in Europe, in
India, and North America. The result was
a draw, though each thinks it won. Then,
in the twentieth century, they made
Entente Cordiale — an alliance which has
stayed for a hundred years and more.
IndiaandChinahavebeeninstand-off
hostility since the late 1950s when India
discovered the Chinese incursion into
Aksai Chin, ‘a region where not a blade of

Fifth
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Dance of death
ARE INDIA and China at the beginning of
a new and contentious era? So it seems.
In chapter 1, Chinese troops stealthily intruded a few kilometres into Indian territory — without being detected — and
occupiedkeypointsintheGalwanValley,
Hot Springs and Pangong Tso. The faceoff onMay 5-6broughtto lighttheintrusion.Inchapter2,onthenightof June1516, Chinese troops clashed with Indian
troops leaving 20 men dead on the
Indianside;80soldierswere injuredand
10 were taken prisoner and released
on June 18.
The India-China border — or Line of
ActualControl(LAC)—hasbeensimmeringsincethe1962war,butthisisthefirst
occasionsince1975whenliveswerelost.
To hold the peace for 45 years was no
mean achievement. Under Mr Modi’s
watch, that tenuous peace has been
shattered.

A FALSE NARRATIVE
The narrative that the Modi government had assiduously built in the last six
years was absolutely false. That
Mr Narendra Modi, then the chief minister of Gujarat, was a favourite of the
Chinese, who hosted him on four occasions; that Mr Modi, unlike any other
prime minister, visited China on five occasions,underscoringthespecialrelationshipbetweenthetwocountries;andthat
Mr Modi and Mr Xi had a special chemistrybetweenthemasreflectedinWuhan

CRYING WOLF
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot’s
operation ‘Wolf Wolf’, where he carted
Congress MLAs to the J W Marriott resort,
Jaipur,foroveraweekwasnotbecausehe
feared a threat from the BJP in engineeringdefectionsandsabotagingtheelection
of the Congress’s two Rajya Sabha candidates.UnlikeGujaratandMadhyaPradesh,
where the Congress is vulnerable, the
numbersinRajasthanarestackedsquarely
in favour of the Congress. There are 126
MLAs, 107 from the Congress alone, supporting the government. The Congress
needed just 101 votes for both its Rajya
Sabha candidates to romp home. Gehlot
laid out an elaborate game plan — summoningallpartyMLAstotheShivVilashotel on the pretext that he was holding a
meeting; keeping the MLAs there
overnight;andthenextdaysendingthem
hometopacktheirclothesashewassending them on a week’s sojourn. If Gehlot
was truly suspicious of his MLAs he was
hardly likely to have given them advance
notice! The drama was orchestrated by
Gehlot simply to paint himself as the
CongresssaviourwiththeDelhihighcommand and undercut his rival, Deputy CM
Sachin Pilot, by insinuating disloyalty.

WHAT’S IN A NAME
IAS officer V K Pandian has been Odisha
ChiefMinisterNaveenPatnaik’sright-hand
man since 2011 when he was his private
secretary.Pandian,infact,issopowerfulthat
heisoftendescribedasthede-factorulerof
the state. But the middle-rank IAS officer
couldnothaveremainedalowlyPSforever.
He was promoted to the post of secretary
lastyearandgiventhefancifuldesignation
of ‘Secretary of 5 Ts’. The Ts stand for
Transparency, Team Work, Technology,
Timeliness and Transformation. A workaholic, Pandian starts his day at 4 am and
keeps an eye on the functioning of all ministriesonthegroundasthisfallswithinthe
ambit of his work description. He sits in at
all major government meetings and does
most of the talking.

AGE NO BAR
Members of Delhi’s prestigious India
International Centre were delighted to
learn that the centre was re-opening after
the lockdown. The elderly members who
considerthemselvestheCapital’sintellectualeliteoftenspendtheentiredaybrowsing the library or holding addas over tea,
coffeeandsnacks.Butthere-openingcame
witharider.Thoseover65wereadvisedto
stay home. The mean age of the members
isaround60.Take,forexample,theIIClifetimetrustees.SoliSorabjeeis90,NNVohra,
84,KapilaVatsyayan,91,BNSrikrishna,79,
andShyamSaranis73.Itwassubsequently
made clear that the age restriction was
merely an advisory.

(2018) and Mahabalipuram (2019) — all
thesewerepartof thefalsenarrative.The
bubble burst on June 15-16.
After the bloody confrontation and
loss of lives, India remained conciliatory.
The MEA put out a weak statement that
read“...aviolentface-offhappenedasaresult of an attempt by the Chinese side to
unilaterally change the status quo... all
IndianactivitieswereonitssideoftheLAC
anditisexpectedthesameof China”.The
Chinesecounterwasswiftandaggressive.
The PLA said “the sovereignty of the
Galwan Valley region has always belonged to China” and China’s Foreign
Minister admonished India to “stop all
provocative actions........The Indian side
mustnotunderestimateChina’sfirmwill
to safeguard territorial integrity.”

INTELLIGENCE
FAILURE
There are many theories about why
China acted in the manner it did in May
thisyear.Thescaleof theintrusionpoints
to careful planning over several months
— maybe going back to August 2019
whentheModigovernmentchangedthe
constitutional status of Jammu &
Kashmir. The government either overlooked or brushed aside (more likely the
latter) the fact that China has been in occupationof alargetractof landinLadakh
over which it claims sovereignty; that it
is building the Belt and Road connect to
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Pakistan through Gilgit-Baltistan which
is a part of Ladakh; and that it had objectedtoIndiaconstructingafeederroad
to link with the DBO road on the Indian
side of the LAC. China must also have
taken note of the Home Minister’s statementthatAksaiChinwillbepartof India.
It is a sobering thought that India did
not suspect China’s intentions. If any one
must take the blame squarely for India’s
complacency, it is our external intelligence agencies as well as defence intelligenceagencieswhichhavebootsonthe
ground in Ladakh. In a sense, it is an unforgivable repetition of Kargil, and especially inexplicable in an age of satellites
and images and photographs beamed
regularly from space. The difference between Kargil and the Galwan Valley is
that the adversary is not a bumbling
Pakistan but a wily China.
In Depsang (2013), India taught a lesson to China and China withdrew completely. In Doklam (Bhutan, 2017), China
learned a valuable lesson about India’s
strengths and weaknesses. India celebrated the withdrawal of some Chinese
troops from the tri-junction, but meekly
acquiesced in the structures built by
China on the Doklam plateau, and the
Chinese are ensconced till date in the
Doklam plateau!

MR MODI’S ERROR
TheChineseareapplyingtheDoklam
lesson to the Galwan Valley and will,

TAVLEENSINGH
Twitter@tavleen_singh
eventually, apply it to Pangong Tso and
the area between Finger 4 (the LAC according to China) and Finger 8 (the LAC
according to India). There was an opportunity to avoid the Galwan Valley loss.
Immediately after the Corps
Commanders-levelnegotiationsonJune
6,MrModishouldhavedialledMrXiand
persuaded Mr Xi to agree to a common
readout by both sides endorsing the outcome of the negotiations. Maybe the
tragedy of June 15-16 would not have
happened.Itwasagraveerroronthepart
of Mr Modi.
Mr Modi’s dream that the 21st century will be a China-India led Asian century is practically over. It is obvious that
Mr Modi did not take a correct measure
of Mr Xi. Whether Mr Xi took a correct
measure of Mr Modi is a matter of speculation. The two leaders cannot be close
friends again. They can still do business
andsignone-step-at-a-timeagreements
in the manner that Mr Narasimha Rao,
Mr Vajpayee and Dr Manmohan Singh
did with their counterparts in China and
keep the peace on the 4,056-kilometre
border that includes the LAC.
Itiscertainthattherewillbenomore
‘summits’or‘swings’.Itwillbe justhardnosed negotiations. It will be useful for
Mr Modi to remember what Saint
Thiruvalluvar said over 2,000 years ago:
“Fate’s strength, one’s strength, the adversary’s strength, allies’ strength, weigh all
these and decide your course of action”
(Kural 471).

‘I miss the cameras, smell
of sets, can’t wait to return’

IN MARCH this year, I was shooting in
South Africa for my film Kakababur
Protyaborton. It was a big unit, around 3540 people. Around March 15, as information about the coronavirus started flowing in, our team grew tense. In the next 48
hours, the world changed — flights were
stopped, lockdowns were imposed, there
was a lot of uncertainty. We somehow
managed tickets to return to India on
March 19, and the entire crew was put in
14-day home quarantine.
Ishiftedtothefourthfloorof myhouse
in Kolkata and did not meet anybody. My
foodwassent tomebylift.Iwas doing the
dishes and all other chores on my own. I
am not somebody who spends a lot of
timeonthe phone, butItried.I wouldtalk
to my family, my son, who had returned
from abroad too, through video calls. At
times, I got very lonely, even upset, I only
had my phone.
After three months, shooting is on for a Bengali TV show in Kolkata. Partha Paul
After14days,whenIcamedownfrom
the fourth floor of my house, it felt like I
was returningfromanexile.Bythen,both
ager to my sister, who looks at the busimiracle, no one can say with certainty
ourChief MinisterandthePrimeMinister
ness side of my production company,
whenthatwillhappen.Butyes,wehaveto
had announced the lockdown, and since
everybody has come together in this diffightback.InBengal,thesilverliningisthat
then it has definitely not been a holiday,
ficult time to make the situation ‘normal’.
filmingoftelevisionshowshasbegun.Film
especiallywiththecrisiscontinuingtounThe time at home has also made me reshoots,however,willtakesometimesince
fold around the world.
alise what is important. I have started fowe are directly linked to cinema halls —
I have started waking up late. Waking
cusing on my health, reading scripts
malls have opened but not theatres. And,
upearlyandbeingathomemadethedays
which have been lying around for long,
even if cinema halls open their gates, will
too long. To change my
and discussing ideas with
large crowds rush to buy tickets again?
sleep cycle, after finishing
team.
Duringthelockdown,onlinestreaming
In Bengal, filming of myOne
workInowwatchshowson
day, Igot acall from
platformsandwebserieshavegainedmore
Netflix till 4-5 in the morn- television shows has Mr Amitabh Bachchan to
popularity.Theyhavealotof potentialand
ing. When I wake up late, begun. Film shoots,
be a part of a ‘made-atmany international companies are now
the evening comes sooner.
home’ short film, Family, to
coming to India to set up OTT platforms.
It feels like the day has however, will take
spread awareness about
This has also given a platform to many talended. Many people in my some time since we
the importance of staying
ented actors and technicians. Having said
team also feel the same are linked to cinema at home during the coronthat,cinemawillstay.Ithasaspecialmagic
way. They want to make
avirus pandemic. Actors
whichunfoldsonthebigscreen.Itcannotbe
halls — malls have
their days shorter.
such
as
Mohanlal,
comparedtowatchingcontentinisolation.
AlongwiththeCovid-19 opened but not
Rajinikanth were part of it.
As television shoots resume in Bengal,
crisis,mystateisalsorecovI agreed to do it. I realised
for the first time in India there has been
theatres.
And,
even
ering from the devastation
that in such times people
an insurance guarantee for actors and
causedbycycloneAmphan. if cinema halls open, have expectations from us,
technicians. Talks are now on for insurWe are fighting back all of will crowds rush to
from celebrities. While
ancecoverageinfilmstoo.AsperourChief
this, but it is not a healthy
shooting the videos from
Minister’s instructions, we can begin
situation. Even our mental buy tickets again?
our homes, all of us spoke
shooting any time and I can’t wait to restate is not very healthy.
about how grateful we
turn. I miss the smell of the set, the camEverybodyistryingtodotheirbestforothwere for getting a chance to act, to be part
era, my co-actors, technicians, my makeers, but there are limitations
of a shoot, even if it was in front of a moup van. For the past 38 years, I have spent
After my shoot in South Africa, I was
bile phone. Later, as part of an idea conall my time with these people, in those
supposedto start afilm with Shiboprosad
ceptualisedbyourCM, MamataBanerjee,
surroundings. I need to get back to them,
Mukherjee and Nandita Das. And then,
I shot a song to help raise funds for junior
to my audience.
from April, I was slated to work on a Hindi
technicians of our film industry.
seriesbyVikramadityaMotwane(director
Theentertainmentindustryacrossthe
The author is a National Award-winning
of Sacred Games, Udaan). It was an imporworldisgoingthroughatoughtime.Films
actor, director and producer from West
tant project for me, but we can’t shoot
aremadewithlargecrewsandareconsidBengal. He has been part of over 300 films.
now. However, we are trying to keep the
ered successful only when a large crowd
wheels turning. From my personal manwatches itin the theatres.Unlessthere is a
As told to Amitava Chakraborty

India vs China: No easy solutions
grass grew’ as Jawaharlal Nehru told the
LokSabha,hopingtoavoidconflict.Hisattempts at negotiating with Zhou Enlai
failed.ThenationwantedNehrutoact.He
gave orders to the Army to throw the
Chinese out. We know the result.
India and China are the two oldest
civilisations in Asia, the only two in the
world which have lasted four millennia
or more. They were never at war with
each other until 60 years ago. You could
blame foreigners — the British — for provoking this division. It was the move by
British Raj in the first decade of the last
century which made Tibet cede territory
to British India. China refused to sign the
Indo-Tibet Treaty.

India’s territorial boundaries were
drawn by the British. Before Partition, the
Durand line in the Northwest and the
McMahon line in the North, and then the
Radcliffe lines in the west and in Bengal
in 1947. All our borders have foreign
names. What India’s borders were before
theBritishRulewasconfirmedin1857,no
one knows.
China has a different history. It had a
singleState—theChineseEmpirethrough
the 20 century, and even some centuries
before, but with breaks. The last rulers
were foreign but settled down somewhat
liketheMughals.Inthe17thcentury,India
and China were the two most prosperous
countries, with China a single Empire.

China’s defeat by the British in the
Opium wars forced them to concede areas in their port cities to Western Powers
asconcessionswhichtheyresented.China
had to cede Hong Kong to the British.
Tibet went autonomous.
Since China threw over the Manchu
rulers and had its own government in
1911, it has wanted to regain its lost territory.ChiangKai-shekrefusedtorecognise
the Indo-Tibet Treaty. When Nehru convened the Asian Relations Conference in
1946, the Chinese delegation refused to
sit if the Tibet delegation was recognised.
There was no difference between
Chiang and Mao.
This is a long battle, normally dor-

mant but occasionally flaring up. There
is no solution which will satisfy both
sides as each nation thinks the disputed
territory belongs to it. India cannot
suffer loss of territory any more than it
has already lost, including what Pakistan
has given away from its occupied bit
of Kashmir.
The Chinese feel that two centuries
since the Opium war signalled its decline,
it is now a powerful nation. It wants to be
on top, the Middle Earth — as it believes
it was. India never was a single Empire;
not even the Mughals ruled over all of it.
Thereisnoconceivablesolutiontothis
problem. India must defend its own people as much as territory.

New Delhi

Questions,
questions,
questions
AS A soldier’s daughter, one of my most
vividchildhoodmemoriesisofthewarwith
Chinain1962.Inboardingschool,wewere
infused with patriotism and so spent our
free time knitting socks for the troops and
making cards to send them. But when I
came home to the Army station in which
myfatherwasposted,allIheardwasangry
talkabouthowthepoliticalleadershiphad
betrayedoursoldiers.Theyweresenttowar
withoutproperclothing,bootsorweapons.
And,intheordnancefactories,Iremember
hearing,theywereproducingcoffeepercolators instead of ammunition. I did not
know much about Jawaharlal Nehru then,
but remember that after his China war he
wasveryunpopularintheArmystationsof
my childhood.
Buried memories came back last week
when 20 of our soldiers were beaten to
death by Chinese thugs in the desolate
heightsoftheGalwanValley.TheModigovernmenthasnotbeenablesofartofullyexplainwhyoursoldierswereunpreparedfor
what the Chief Minister of Punjab has correctlydescribedasa‘stoneage’battle.From
the Army we have heard nothing and the
silence of the Defence Minister has been
deafening. But, the Minister for External
Affairstellsusthatoursoldierswerenotunarmed.Theychosenottousetheirweapons
whilebeingclubbedtodeathwithironrods
clad in barbed wire. This explanation is
bizarrebecauseevenanamateurwoulduse
hisweaponifhewasbeingbeatentodeath.
These men were trained soldiers.
It is for military experts to investigate
whatreallyhappened.Formypart,Iwantto
concentrate on the manner in which this
ugly episode was handled politically. This
needs analysis because in more ways than
one, the manner in which the political fallout has been handled has been disastrous.
When opposition leaders and the media
started to question what happened on the
border, the first responders came not from
thegovernmentbutfromtheBJP.Theyappeared on primetime TV shows to denounce as traitors anyone who dared ask
questionsaboutwhathappenedontheborder. This is a time for nationalism, they
hollered, not a time for ‘anti-nationalism’.
This is an old playbook that has been
usedsooftensinceNarendraModi’ssecond
termbeganthatithasbecometatteredand
useless.Nationalismasdefinedinthisplaybookmeansnotquestioninganythingthat
the government does. To question Modi
personally amounts to treason, because in
theviewofthosewhowrotethisplaybook,
the nation and the Prime Minister are synonymous. Instead of fielding arrogant BJP
spokesmen it would have been wiser to
fieldthosewhoareactuallyresponsiblefor
thedefenceof thiscountry.Wherewasthe
Chief of Defence Staff? Where was the
Army Chief? Where was the National
Security Advisor? We should hear from
them because from them we might get
what really happened instead of silly lectures on ‘nationalism’.
We should also hear from the Prime
Minister. So far, we have seen him grieve
publiclyforthedeadwhilesolemnlychanting ‘Om Shanti’. He needs to tell us much
more. Are we on the verge of another war
withChina?AreChinesesoldiersstilloccupyingIndianterritory?IsittruethatIndian
soldiers remain in Chinese custody? What
is our future strategy? These are questions
towhichonlyhehasanswerssinceheruns
hisgovernmentinahighlycentralisedfashionfromthePMO.Healsoconductsforeign
policyinahighlypersonalisedway,andhas
chosentoinvestagreatdealofcapitalinhis
friendshipwithXiJinping.Thereisnoother
world leader he has met more often since
becoming prime minister.
Whenever there have been tensions
withPakistan,thePrimeMinisterhasbeen
vocal, aggressive and assured. When the
Indian Air Force conducted its strike on
Balakot it was from Modi that the country
heard the details. He went to the extent of
sayingthathepersonallyorderedthestrike
ona‘cloudynight’becausehebelievedthat
this would help our fighter pilots fly under
theradar.Intheelectioncampaignthatfollowedimmediatelyafterwards,Balakotbecame his symbol for being a tough,
decisive leader.
This time the Prime Minister has been
unusually reticent, but those ‘proud to be
followedbyModi’onTwitterhavenot.Like
theBJPspokesmentheyhavehurledabuse
at anyone who has dared ask questions
aboutwhy20Indiansoldierswerekilledso
brutally. If Iweretorecountthenumberof
timesIhavebeencalledatraitorinresponse
to the questions I have asked about the
Galwan massacre, I would have to write a
whole separate column. Does the Prime
Minister realise the damage that his supporters are doing to him?
What is more important is for him to
understandthatwhenthecountryappears
to be teetering on the edge of another war
with China, it is not ‘anti-national’ to ask
questions. The opposite is true. Two men
who have asked exactly the questions that
need to be asked by patriots and true nationalists are the Chief Minister of Punjab
andanotherex-soldier,LieutenantGeneral
HSPanag(retd).Iamwillingtobetthatthe
questions they asked last week are being
asked in Army towns across India.
Whensoldiersarebatteredtodeath,questions will be asked.
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TILKA MANJHI CHOWK
Here we are, at a labour mandi. A market where we sell ourselves for Rs 200 a day. Hamaari halaat itni kharaab hai
ki hum bolte hain, humein khareed lo. Nahin toh bhukhe rah jayenge poore din
VISHNU DAS, A DAILY-WAGER WHO TURNS UP AT THE CHOWK EVERY DAY

AS A DISTRICT UNLOCKS

DIPANKAR
GHOSE
An Express Series

F

ORONEweek,ithasbeenthesame.
Arriveat6am.BowattheMahavir
mandir.SpendRs5fora cupofchai.
Counttherestofthemoney:Rs160
today.Then,wait.Atfirst,patiently.
Sitting on his haunches, staring out into the
distance. Or engaged in conversation with
thosearoundhim.Inanhour,VishnuDas’seyes
aremoredesperate,huntingforsignsofacontractor, or somebody who will offer work.
Sometimes,heasksapasser-by,“Kaamchahiye
kuchch(Doyouwantworkdone)?”By8.30am,
thecrowdaroundhimbeginstothin,theshops
preparetoopen.Anothermorninghaspassed.
Das has not found work this entire week.
Tomorrow he hopes, will be better.
Das, 46, is an old-timer at Tilka Manjhi
Chowk, the site where daily-wagers collect
every day before dawn to find work. The
chowk is the centre of Bhagalpur town by
day. But now, in these uncertain times, the
centre and the ground beneath it is shifting
formostpeoplelikeDasastheygrapplewith
the effects of a pandemic and the lockdown
that followed.
Bhagalpur,itsdistrictheadquarters239km
fromPatna,hasallthetrappingsofsmalltowns
raringtobreakintothebigleague,itsaspiration
defined by its coaching centres, the markets
thatsellsilksarisandtheshoppingarcadesthat
display flatscreen televisions. It’s one of four
Bihar towns on the Centre’s list of proposed
Smart Cities, yet, the district is dragged down
byhighlevelsof povertyandmalnutrition.
In a way, Bhagalpur is illustrative of challengesacrossthecountryasdistricts,especially
those facing the brunt of migrant distress —
exodus or influx — try to get back on track.

Tilka Manjhi Chowk

Atthechowk’scentreisastatueof Manjhi,
oneofIndia’sfirstrecordedtribalfreedomfighters,whowashungbytheBritishforhisirreverence,asfolkloresays,rightatthischowk.
Das chuckles, “Manjhi may have died
fighting for our freedom. But here we are, at
a labour mandi. A market where we sell our-

selves for Rs 200 a day. Hamaari halaat itni
kharaab hai ki hum bolte hai, humein khareed
lo. Nahi toh bhuke rah jaenge poore din (Our
situation is so bad, we put ourselves up for
sale, saying we will go hungry otherwise).”
LifehasalwaysbeenhardforDas,wholives
alone in a shanty 2 km away. He doesn’t talk
much about his past, except that he was born
andraisedinBhagalpur.“Akelahoon,”hesays,
when pushed. “Koi nahin hai,” he adds, with a
finality that resists more prodding questions.
He is more open about his present situation.Whenthelockdownwasfirstannounced,
the chowk was empty, he says. Das tried to
move out to look for work, but every time he
didso,hewasheckledorchargedatwithapolice lathi. “I stopped after four days,” he says.
For a month, from the end of March to the
end of April, Das stayed home. By the second
week of May, though, there was a new problematthechowk.Migrants,whohadlostjobs
inMaharashtra,Gujarat,orDelhi,beganarriving, desperate for money. According to state
records, an estimated 63,962 migrants have
returned to Bhagalpur since the lockdown.
Among them, Shyam Sundar Yadav, who
worked in a warehousing company in Pune.
He walked, and hitched rides to Bhagalpur.
Once here, he arrived at the chowk to look for
work. “I have been here for a month now. For
one week I lifted cement sacks at a construction site. After that, nothing,” he says.
Dascontinues,“Whenthemigrantscame,
therewasahugenumberatthechowk.Maybe
400peopleaday.Thenslowly,peoplerealised
therewasnowork.Noweventhosewhocame
foryearshavestopped.Thereare onlyabouta
hundred a day, and even they have no work.”
Asked why there is no work even after
the government announced the ‘un-lockdown’, Das and the others say there can only
be one reason: Fear.
Ram Krishan Singh, a mason, says construction drives the economy of the labour
market.“Thosewhowerebuildingsomething
have stopped putting in money because they
areafraid.Whatifanotherlockdownhappens?
Also, money is hard to come by these days. So
if someone needs five people, he makes do
withtwo.Evenwhenwegetwork,wegetpaid
less. Earlier we could get Rs 300-400 a day.
NowitwillbenomorethanRs150,”Singhsays.
Frustratedwiththewaitforwork,themen
have begun talking about “other options”.
Many,theysay,havetakentoroamingthebylanes of Bhagalpur, asking for odd jobs by
knocking on doors of shops. Some have returnedtovillageshopingtogetMNREGAjobs.
Then,thereistheotheroption.Rightnext
to Tilka Manjhi, every morning, people line
up on either side of the road to sell vegetables. Here, alongside the established ones
who sell out of carts, there are the new entrantswhositonmatsonthe road.If nothing
else, Yadav says, he will do that. “Some of
those at the chowk have begun going to the
mandi... They earn between Rs 50-100 a day.
At least it is something.”

JLN Medical College and
Hospital, Mayaganj
Apavedroad,withwildgrassoneitherside,
snakes around the main building of the 800bed Jawaharlal Nehru Medical College and
Hospital. Past a parking lot, an administrative
block and some shanties, the road ends in a
placethat’sunsettlinglystill,withonlyawhite
building in sight. It’s a new building, with a
board that says ‘MCH’ — the 100-bed Mother
andChildHealthcarewing.Today,itistheisolation ward of JLN Hospital, the dedicated
Covid care hospital in the district.
At 11 am on a Wednesday, Balram Das arrivesinhistempothathasa‘COVIDduty’sticker.

KHALIFABAGH MARKET

JLN MEDICAL COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL, MAYAGANJ

75%ofbusinesshasgoneaway.Eventhe25%salesIam
doingareofthingslikenighties,undergarments.Clothes
peopleneedathome.Beyondthat,nothing.”

There are only four Covid-19 cases that require medical
attention, and two patients who have fever... Even the one
person who died had cancer. For now, there is no reason to panic.”

SHYAM SUNDAR NEWETIA, WHO OWNS ‘MATCHING CORNER BOUTIQUE’

DR R C MANDAL, CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT

NEPAL
UTTAR
PRADESH

Unlock, unlock, unlock, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi recently
defined the way forward to chief
ministers. Beginning today,
The Indian Express drops anchor in
Bhagalpur to track this
unlockdown.
With its second-highest Covid
burden in Bihar, its labour chowk
swelling with returning migrants,
its social divides deepening in an
election year, this district, of over
thousand villages and with the
third largest city in the state,
captures both rural and urban
distress — and charts the
challenges ahead

Patna

BHAGALPUR

Bihar

COVID-19 CASES IN BHAGALPUR
Cases

Discharged

Active

May 15

Date

33

8

25

May 20

59

12

47

May 25

76

27

49

May 30

140

53

87

June 4

204

85

118

June 9

267

141

125

June 14

324

197

126

June 20

348

266

81

Note: The 1 death in Bhagalpur took place on May 31

He sits on the bench, a mask hanging loosely
around his face, playing a game on his phone.
Heiswaitingforthehospitalstaff tohandhim
thegarbage.Therearethreebigbagstoday;two
weeksago,thereweremanymore,hesays.
Bhagalpur district now has the second
highest number of Covid cases in Bihar —
348, comparedtoPatna’s 377.Butrecoveryis
strong, with 266 already discharged, and
only81activecases.Thedistricthasrecorded
one death so far.
Says Dr R C Mandal, Chief Superintendent
of the hospital, “About two weeks ago, we
changedstrategy.Werealisedthatavastnumber of our cases are asymptomatic. So while
earlier, all cases were in the isolation centre,
nowweonlyhavethosewhoaresymptomatic
andserious.Aymptomaticpatientsareplaced
in the Covid care centres. Right now, we have
no serious cases at the isolation centre, and
onlyfourwhoaresymptomatic,”Mandalsays.
Thus the deserted surroundings, and the
three garbage bags.
“Everythingisundercontrol.Thereareonly
four cases that require medical attention, and
twopatientswhohavefever.Eventheonepersonwhodiedhadcancer.Fornow,thereisabsolutely no reason to panic,” adds Mandal.
Thelackofseriouspatientsisreasonforsolace,fornow,butthenumbersshowhowsmall

themarginforerroris.MandaladmitsthatJLN
Hospitalistheonlylargemedicalcollegefora
200-sq-km area covering three states. “There
is a big hospital like this in Patna, Dhanbad in
Jharkhand, and Siliguri in West Bengal.
Everyone comes here, and we need to be
ready,” Mandal says. Besides, the Covid numbers have been rising steadily (see box).
Forahospitalthatservessomany,thenumbers too allow for no complacency. There are
allof22ventilators,10ofthemnew,and64ICU
beds.Plusnotenoughprotectiveequipment.
A doctor at the hospital says on condition
of anonymity, “One of the reasons asymptomatic patients were moved to Covid care
centres was that the hospital couldn’t handle 100 patients. There weren’t enough protective equipment. Even now, we make do
with kits that are hardly protective.”
The testing numbers are also abysmally
low.DrVijayKumarSingh,CivilSurgeoninthe
district,saysthedistrictisconducting315tests
a day. Overall, till June 15, it had conducted
5,632tests.With333testingpositiveuntilthat
date, it’s a confirmation rate of 6.2 per cent,
higher than the national average of 5.7 per
cent. Of the 333 who tested positive, 311 are
fromtestson1,801returningmigrants,aconfirmation rate of 17.26 per cent.
Thereareotherconcernstoo.WithJLNset
aside for Covid cases, the non-Covid cases are
beinghandledbytheolder,smaller,andmuch
less advanced Sadar Hospital. Dr Mandal says
he shifted at least 10 senior doctors to Sadar.
But the hospital is showing signs of creaking
underthestrain.Therearepatientswaitingon
the floor, some sleeping on it.
Singh,thedistrictCivilSurgeon,admitshe
is worried about the monsoon. “In crucial departmentslikepaediatricsandanesthesia,we
have two and three doctors respectively. The
loadisgettingtoomuch.Whichiswhydespite
being a Covid-only hospital, we have had to
open the emergency ward of JLN with 150
beds,” Singh says.

Khalifabagh Market, Bhagalpur

Bhagalpurhasearneditselfmanymonikers
overtheages.The‘cityofacademia’,becauseof
the ancient Vikramshila University, is now associatedwiththe1989Bhagalpurriotsandthe
infamous blindings of the following year. It is
calledBihar’ssilkcityaswell.Andyet,forlocals,
whatsticksistheimageofatownoftrafficjams.
Shyam Sundar Newetia, a shopkeeper at
Khalifabagh, the town’s busiest market, bristles at the sight of the crowd outside his shop.
“These people who are out on the street...
Youthinktheyarecomingtobuy?No.Theyare
boredathome,sotheyarehere.Fools!Idon’tallowthemtositinmyshopanymore,”hesays.

Eversincerestrictionsbegantoease,traffic
has returned to Bhagalpur’s narrow streets,
whereshopsopenby11am.Themotorcycles,
rickshaws and pedestrians are all out in force,
enoughtomakemockeryof anyintendedsocialdistancing.Maskshanglooselyonfaces,if
at all, and pedestrians brush past each other.
Theroadsmightsuggestnormalcy,but,as
Newetiasays,itisallamirage.Shopsareempty,
sale registers bare. It’s a time of deep distress.
Newetiaowns‘MatchingCornerBoutique’,
a50-year-oldstorethatsellsclothes,primarily
forwomen.HeopenedthestoreonJune1and
sincethen,businesshasbeendire.“About75%
ofbusinesshasgoneaway.Peoplewanttohold
on to their money in these uncertain times.
Eventhe25percentsaleIamdoingisofnighties or undergarments,” Newetia says.
Buttherearethingstobethankfulfor.Such
asthefactthatheownstheshop.“Thoseonrent
have let go of most of their staff. There is no
money. Last year, one of those rickshaws you
seewouldrefusetotakeyoutotherailwaystationforRs40;today,hewillgofor10,”hesays.
MostbusinessmeninBhagalpuralsocomplain about the timing of the shutdown.
Newetia says, “From June to November, there
is the wedding season, Durga Puja and then
Chhat festival. Right now is when we should
be having festive sales.”
AnemployeeatHotelChinmayeInn,oneof
thecity’sbiggest,saysthatduringthewedding
season,their59roomswouldbefullybooked.
“Asoftoday,onlyfourroomsareoccupied.Also,
alotofourclienteleusedtocomefortradefrom
PatnaorKolkata.Aslongastrainsdon’trestart,
thatwon’thappen,”saysastaff member.
A km away, is Mayfair restaurant, one of
Bhagalpur’s most popular eating joints. At 2
pmonaThursday,thereisonefamilyatatable.
Owner Navin Nishchal says, “People have
just stopped coming. I reopened the restaurantonlyearlierthismonth.Mostoftheorders
are deliveries from either Zomato or Swiggy...
Ihad22peopleworkingwithme.Ihaveseven
now,”hesayswistfully.
On some days, when his cellphone rings,
heferventlyhopesit’sanorder,butthesedays,
there are more calls asking for jobs.
“One of them told me he worked in a
restaurant in Pune and is now back in
Bhagalpur. He said he earned Rs 22,000 a
month but could make do with Rs 12,000
now. It broke my heart, but I could do nothing,” he says.
Right next to Nischal, a family of three are
waitingfortheirorder.Thekitchendoorswings
openandthreeplatesofdahivadaemerge.The
waiter serves them and asks, “Aur kuchch?”
The answer to that question, in times such as
these, may well decide his future.
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Captain BrettCrozier
wascommanderof the
USS Theodore Roosevelt
USA

Navyreverses
movetoreinstate
virus-hitaircraft
carrier’scaptain

Washington: In a reversal,
the Navy on Friday
scrappeditsrecommendation to reinstate Captain
Brett Crozier and instead
upheld a decision to fire
him from his command of
a coronavirus-stricken aircraft carrier where he became a hero to his crew.
The Navy said an in-depth
investigation showed that
Crozier, despite imploring
top brass to do more to
safeguard his sailors, had
himselffailedtodoenough
to try to halt the spread of
the coronavirus. It eventually infected more than
1,200personnelaboardthe
TheodoreRoosevelt,killing
one of them.

USA

Tennessee
lawmakerspass
Billtobanabortion
aftersixweeks

TENNESSEE LAWMAKERS
passed one of the tightest
abortion restrictions in the
country on Friday, banning
the procedure once a fetal
heartbeat is detected at
aroundsixweeks,whichisoften before a woman realises
she is pregnant. The “heartbeat” bill follows a wave of
similar strict anti-abortion
measures
passed
by
Republican-majority legislatures in an effort to prompt
the US Supreme Court to
overturn Roe v Wade, the
landmark1973casethatguarantees a woman’s constitutionalrighttoabortion.Inthe
last two years, federal judges
havestruckdown“fetalheartbeat” laws banning abortion
after six weeks in several
states on the grounds that
theywereunconstitutional.

BRITAIN

Mayorpromisesto
protectLeicester’s
Gandhistatue

London: The mayor of the
cityofLeicesterhascommitted to protecting the statue
of Mahatma Gandhi in the
heart of the central England
city,asanonlinepetitioncreatedtosavetheunder-threat
monument attracted over
6,000 signatures. Peter
Soulsby confirmed his support for the monument as
the city’s “great pride” in his
responsetoaletterfromformer Indian-origin Leicester
East MP Keith Vaz, who has
been leading a campaign
eversinceanonlinepetition
called for the statue’s removal last week.

BRITAIN CONSIDERS EASING SOCIAL DISTANCING RULES

Brazil infections cross 1 mn
as Beijing sees drop in cases

KEN MORITSUGU
& JILL LAWLESS
BEIJING, JUNE 20

CHINA’SCAPITALrecordedafurther drop in coronavirus cases
amid tightened containment
measures, while Brazil surpassed 1 million confirmed infections, second only to the US.
Europe,incontrast,continues
toemergewarilyfromlockdown,
withhard-hitBritainconsidering
easing social distancing rules to
make it easier for restaurants,
pubs and schools to reopen.
Officials reported 22 new
cases in Beijing on Saturday,
alongwithfiveotherselsewhere
in China. There were no new
deathsand308peopleremained
hospitalized for treatment.
South Korea recorded 67
new cases, the largest 24-hour
increase in about three weeks.
Most of them come from the
densely populated Seoul area,
whereabouthalf of thecountry’s
51 million people reside. Many
cases have been linked to exposure in nightlife outlets.
The head of the World Health
Organization said Friday that the
pandemic is “accelerating” and
that more than 150,000 cases
werereportedthedaybefore.
Tedros
Adhanom
Ghebreyesus told reporters in
Geneva that nearly half of the

A CONCERT FOR THE QUARANTINED: A group of musicians playing Samba offered a small
concert to the residents of Rio’s Turano favela, most of whom remain quarantined to curb
the spread of Covid-19. Residents could watch the performance from their windows,
balconies or via internet. AP
newly reported cases were from
the Americas.
Brazil’s Health Ministry said
thetotalnumberofcaseshadrisen
bymorethan50,000fromthepreviousday.PresidentJairBolsonaro
still downplays the risks of the
virusafternearly50,000fatalities
inthreemonths,sayingtheimpact
ofsocialisolationonBrazil’seconomycouldbemoredeadly.
The new coronavirus has infected more than 8.5 million
people worldwide and killed
more than 454,000. AP

Indian crew stranded on cruise
ships appeal for repatriation

London: Hundreds of Indian
crew aboardcruiseshipsdocked
on the UK coast have appealed
forrepatriationtoIndiaamidthe
ongoing coronavirus lockdown.
The All India Seafarer and
General Workers Union claims
thataround1,500crewmembers
from India have been stranded at
UKportsacrosstheseships.
“This is regarding 164 crew

membersstrandedIndiancitizens
on the vessel MV Astoria,” notes a
letterfromtheunionaddressedto
the External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, in reference to one of
thevessels.
“Inthispandemiccoronavirus
outbreak,ourIndiancitizensstuck
in foreign waters from past 90
days,andneedhelp,”notestheletterdatedJune16. PTI

“The climate and sustainability crisis is not a fair
crisis. The ones who’ll be hit hardest from its
consequences are often the ones who have done
the least to cause the problem in the first place.”
— GRETA THUNBERG, 17-year-old climate activist

China unveils details of new
security law for Hong Kong
Beijing to have sweeping powers over enforcing new law
YEW LUN TIAN &
GREG TORODE

BEIJING, HONG KONG, JUNE 20
CHINA WILL have overarching
powers over the enforcement of
a new national security law in
Hong Kong, according to details
released on Saturday that signalled the deepest change to the
city’s wayof life since itreturned
to Chinese rule in 1997.
Theplannedlawhasalarmed
foreign governments as well as
democracy activists in Hong
Kong, who were already concernedthatBeijingiserodingthe
highdegreeofautonomygranted
to the territory when it was
handed over from British rule.
According to details released
by the official Xinhua news
agency,HongKongwillestablish
a local national security council
toenforcethelegislation,headed
by the city’s leader Carrie Lam
and supervised and guided by a
new central government commission created by Beijing. A
mainland adviser will also sit on
the new Hong Kong body.
Lam will also have the power
toappointjudgestohearcasesrelated to national security, an unprecedented move likely to unnerve some investors, diplomats
and business leaders in the city.
Currently senior judges allocate judicial rosters up through
Hong Kong’s independent judicial system.
“Fromtheseinitialdetails,this
newlawpresentsunprecedented

Hong Kong activist Joshua Wong announces his plan to run
in the upcoming Legislative Council elections. AP

NEWNATIONALSECURITYCOUNCIL,POLICEUNITS
HONG KONG will establish

a local national security
council to enforce the
legislation, headed by the
city’s leader Carrie Lam and
supervised and guided by a
new central government
commission created by
Beijing, according details of
the new legislation.

NEW LOCAL police and
legal questions that we will have
to confront in coming years,”
SimonYoung,abarristerandprofessor at the University of Hong
Kong’s law school, told Reuters.
Youngsaidhewastroubledby
the apparent “broad supremacy”
of the new law over current and
future Hong Kong laws.
Officials in Beijing and Hong

US Dept of Justice
tries to oust attorney
probing Trump allies,
but he refuses to go

Kong havesought to reassure investors that the law will not
erodethecity’sautonomy,insisting it will target only a minority
of “troublemakers”.
Xinhuasaidhumanrightsand
freedom of speech and assembly
wouldbeprotected,echoingpreviouscommentsbyauthoritiesin
BeijingandHongKong. REUTERS

SEATTLE, JUNE 20

Geoffrey S Berman

GEOFFREYBERMAN,thefederalprosecutorinManhattan,
wasappointedtotheposton
aninterimbasisbythenA-G
Jeff Sessionsin2018.
AlthoughhewasaTrump
pick,thePresidentneverofficiallysenthisnominationto
theSenateforconfirmation,
whichishowfederalprosecutorsareusuallyappointed.
After120daysasinterimUS
Attorney,Berman’sappointmentwasmadepermanent
bytheUSDistrictCourtfor
theSouthernDistrictof New
York.Refusingtoquitdespite
A-GBarr’sannouncement,
Bermanpointedoutthathe
couldn’tbefiredbythe
Presidentashewasn’tappointedbythePresident,and
thathewouldremaininoffice
untilanothernomineewas
confirmedbytheSenate.

power to appoint judges to
hear cases related to
national security.

LISA BAUMANN

WASHINGTON, JUNE 20

Crisisafterunusual
appointment

LAM WILL also have the

Shooting in
Seattle protest
zone leaves 1
dead, 1 injured

NATHAN LAYNE &
SARAH N LYNCH

A TOP US federal prosecutor
whoseofficehasbeeninvestigating President Donald Trump’s
personallawyer,RudolphGiuliani,
onFridayrefusedtostepdownafter the administration abruptly
said it was replacing him.
Attorney General William
Barr, in a surprise late-night announcement,saidtheUSAttorney
in Manhattan, Geoffrey Berman,
was stepping down and that he
would nominate Securities and
ExchangeCommissionChairman
JayClaytontotakeBerman’sspot.
Berman,wholeadsapowerful
officeknownforprosecutinghighprofileterrorismcases,WallStreet
financial crimes and government
corruption,saidhefirstlearnedof
themovefromBarr’spressrelease
andwouldnotgoquietly.
“I have not resigned, and
have no intention of resigning
my position,” Berman said in a
statement. “I will step down
whenapresidentiallyappointed
nominee is confirmed by the
Senate.Untilthen,ourinvestigationswillmoveforwardwithout
delay or interruption.”
Since being appointed in
January 2018, Berman has not
shied from taking on figures in
Trump’s orbit. His office oversaw
theprosecutionofMichaelCohen,
Trump’s former personal lawyer,
indicted two Giuliani associates
andlaunchedaprobeintoGiuliani
in connection with his efforts to
digupdirtonTrump’spoliticaladversaries in Ukraine. REUTERS

prosecution units will be
set up to investigate and to
enforce the law, backed by
mainland security and
intelligence officers
deployed to Beijing’s new
commission.

ANOTHER CONFEDERATE STATUE GOES DOWN
The statue of Albert Pike, which is the only statue of a Confederate general in the US capital, was toppled by protesters and set
on fire in Washington early Saturday. It comes as the US observed Juneteenth, the day marking the end of slavery in the
United States, amid continuing anti-racism demonstrations following the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis. AP

Judge denies Trump bid to block Bolton book
REUTERS

WASHINGTON, JUNE 20
A US judge on Saturday denied a
requestbytheTrumpadministration for an injunction to block
publicationofabookbyPresident
Donald Trump’s former national
security adviser John Bolton that
alleges the president sought
China’s help to win re-election.
“While Bolton’s unilateral
conductraisesgravenationalsecurityconcerns,thegovernment
has not established that an injunction is an appropriate rem-

Bolton was criticised by the
judge, who said he ‘gambled
with the national security’
edy,” US District Judge Royce
Lamberth said in his ruling.
The administration had

sought a temporary restraining
orderandpreliminaryinjunction
against the publication of The
Room Where It Happened: A
White House Memoir, saying it
containedclassifiedinformation
andthreatenednationalsecurity.
The book, scheduled to hit
stores Tuesday, is already in the
hands of media organisations.
“Defendant Bolton has gambledwiththenationalsecurityof
theUnitedStates.Hehasexposed
his country to harm and himself
to civil (and potentially criminal)
liability,” the judge wrote.
But he said an injunction

would be too late to stem the
harm. “With hundreds of thousands of copies around the globe
—many in newsrooms — the
damage is done,” Lamberth
said.In a tweet shortly after the
decision was released, Trump
lashed out at Bolton. “He must
payaverybigpriceforthis,asothershavebeforehim,”Trumpsaid.
Trump drew some solace
fromthejudge’srebukeofBolton.
“BIG COURT WIN against
Bolton. Obviously, with the book
already given out and leaked to
many people and the media,”
Trump tweeted. REUTERS

ONE PERSON was killed and another was in critical condition
in a pre-dawn shooting in
Seattle’s protest zone, authorities said Saturday.
The shooting happened at
about 3 am in the area near
downtown known as CHOP,
which stands for “Capitol Hill
Occupied Protest” zone, police
said in a statement on Twitter.
Seattle Police Sgt. Lauren
Truscott told The Seattle Times
that she didn’t know whether
police had taken anyone into
custody and that she had no immediate details about how the
shooting unfolded.
Investigatorswerereviewing
reviewing public-source video
andbody-cameravideoforclues
and authorities planned to disclose more information about
the shooting later, Truscott said.
Two males with gunshot
wounds arrived in a private vehicle at Harborview Medical
Center at about 3 am, said hospital spokesperson Susan Gregg.
One died and the other one was
in critical condition in the intensive care unit.
Protesters have cordoned off
several blocks near a police station in Seattle’s Capitol Hill
neighborhood in the wake of
demonstrations against police
violence since the police killing
of George Floyd in Minneapolis
several weeks ago. Police have
largely retreated from the zone
after clashes with protesters
ended with people throwing
things at police and police tear
gassing people and using other
crowd control munitions. AP

‘COVID’ CASKET ELIMINATES PRECIOUS WOODS, DETAILED CARVINGS AND GLASS PANES IN FAVOUR OF FAST-TO-PRODUCE PLAIN BOX

Chileans mass producing caskets to deal with coronavirus onslaught

EVA VERGARA

SANTIAGO, JUNE 20
NICOLÁS BERGERIE’S family has
beenmakingcoffinsforfourgenerations, with barely any alteration.Butwhenhesawthecoronavirus ravaging Europe, he
decidedtorolloutanewproduct.
The “COVID” is a casket that
eliminates precious woods, detailed carvings and glass viewing panes in favor of a plain box
of cheaper wood that is fast to
produce in quantity. It’s the per-

fect product for Chile, which has
become a hot spot for the virus
despite aggressive government
measures to control its spread.
On Friday, Chile’s 230,000
cases made it ninth in the world
inthenumberofconfirmedcoronavirus infections, despite its relatively small population of fewer
than19millionpeople.Withmore
than5,000newcasesreportedon
a typical day, next week Chile is
expectedtopassItalyintheranks
of most-infected countries.
With more than 4,000 dead
in Chile, Bergerie’s business,

BergutFuneralServices,hasseen
its orders boom. He said the
workshop is making 100 coffins
a week, double the pre-pandemic number, although the
cheaper caskets mean his income has dropped by half.
“We looked at the internationalexperienceandwestarted
to turn out more coffins because
we understood what was coming,”' said Manuel González, the
head of the workshop.
The Chilean government reported252deathsFriday,thehighestnumbersincethevirusthatcan

A production line of coffins at the Bergut Funeral Services in
Santiago, Chile. AP

causeCOVID-19diseasearrivedin
Chile in early March. Most infectionsanddeathsareconcentrated
inthecapital,Santiago.
Thetruescaleof theoutbreak
goesfarbeyondtheofficialnumbers — Chile is daily carrying out
as many as 20,000 virus tests,
and about 30% are coming back
positive, a strong sign that many
infectionshavegoneundetected.
Officials admit their effort to
battle the virus is falling short,
particularlyintracingandisolatingthosewhocomeintocontact
with infected people.

Thepandemichaspushedthe
Chilean medical system close to
collapse—intensive-careunitsin
Santiago are at 96% of capacity,
andthatisonlybecausedozensof
patients have been sent to regional hospitals to ease the burden on those in the capital.
Thecoronaviruswasbrought
toChilebywell-off travelerswho
vacationedinEurope.Chileanofficials in April replaced a strict
quarantine of several wealthy
neighborhoods of Santiago with
astringof constantlyshiftingclosures in neighbourhoods

New Delhi

throughout the city.
“For a short while we had a
window of opportunity,”' said
Pablo Villalobos, a public health
researcheratHarvardandadviser
totheWorldHealthOrganization.
“It was a lost opportunity.”
Thevirusstartedspreadingvirtually uncontrolled through
SantiagoatthestartofMay,helped
by officials’ refusal to shut down
publictransport.“Thegovernment
didnottakethenecessaryrestrictive measures,” said Claudio
Castillo, a public health expert at
theUniversityof Chile. AP
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Stronger Together
Mental health is not an individual
problem, it is a collective responsibility,
writes Shelja Sen
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● Review of Chandan Gowda’s A Life in the

World: UR Ananthamurthy in Conversation
with Chandan Gowda
● Historian Ira Mukhoty on her new book on
Akbar & why his vilification is a British legacy

THE FUTUREPOLIS
How will the pandemic change the city?

Shiny Varghese

Lankan civil war refugees and those displaced by the 2004 tsunami in
Nagapattinam, Tamil Nadu. Many of the Sri
Lankan women, for instance, were skilled at
weaving mats. Balsavar, with his team at
Artes-Human Settlements Development
Collaborative, encouraged them to use these
as partitions for their new homes. “That
should be the way forward for families returning to their villages, too, during the lockdown. None of them want anything free,
they are glad to engage their skills in a productive manner. That is what we should be
doing, respecting dignity and pride in their
work,” he says.
Home is about identity and self-definition, an expression of belonging. While our
cities privilege privacy and gated elements
and also disconnection from the larger
masses, in our villages networks are cyclical
andformthebasis of life.Thecity anditslack
of interdependency is what causes alienation. Pratik Dhanmer of Design Jatra, a rural
research and architectural firm in Dahanu,
Maharashtra, speaks of how the layout of
houses in villages enhance interaction,
where verandahs face each other and children are secure playing on the streets.
Balsavar recounts what he noticed in
Nagapattinam soon after the tsunami.
Severalfamilieshadabandonedtheirnewlybuilt concrete-box shelters. These fine engineeredsolutionsforlivingputthekitchensat
the back of the house. The original homes
had the kitchens in the front, which enabled
women to talk among themselves, keep an
eye on their children playing on the street,
not to mention the excellent cross-ventilation they afforded. However, in the new
homes, the kitchen was pushed to the back
of the house, which meant the women
worked in isolation, their front doors were
shut and the streets empty. “The idea of a rural home has many layers, which architects,
sociologists and engineers can learn from,”
says Balsavar.
While we rejoiced in employing our city
balconies as a stage for approval, with all the
bells and whistles, it has rarely become a site
for interaction all these years. It’s the park
view we seek and not the sense of community. In fact, in many homes, balconies are
seen as obstacles in the way of carpet area.

T

HINK OF a city that has a skin
that can inflate and deflate,
depending on the number of
peopleitneedstoaccommodate. A house that can be
lifted on a crane and perched
on skyscrapers and detached when your
work in the city is done. What if a city can
hang off an airship and land overnight in a
place,withakitof moveableparts?Inthelate
1960s,whenmodernismwasmakingchunky
cubesof housesforpeopletoliveinandgrids
forurbanlayouts,agroupof sixBritisharchitectscametogethertoformArchigram.They
beganwitha single-pagemagazine thatwas
filled with collages, poems and visuals of
utopian possibilities of a city — flexible, mobile and adaptable. The group would challenge generations of architects to build,
dreamandenvisionpossiblefutures.Though
Archigram never built any city and critics
calledthemoutfortheirassumptionthatthe
earth had endless resources, many of their
ideas seem to have found their way into our
everyday, from escalators to monorails.
The novel coronavirus pandemic and the
lockdowns that were put in place across the
world to tackle it pose questions about the
future of urban living. In India, among the
images seared into public memory are those
of crowds cheering on balconies of towering
apartments and private homes, and that of
workersstreamingoutof cities,walkinghundreds of kilometres to their homes. Some of
“us”, for whom home remained a safe place,
raised the drawbridges, switched on our
WiFi anddisconnected from the outside. We
created islands for ourselves within our
homes,whilethemigrantworkermovedout
of his dwelling place.
“Today it’s the pandemic, tomorrow it
could be an intense heat wave or a global climate crisis. Confined living will become the
way forward,” says Thiruvananthapurambased urban designer and architect Manoj
KumarKini. Apossiblefuturemodel,hesays,
lies in the example of Arcosanti.
Sometime in the 1970s, Italian architect
Paolo Soleri planned a future city that would
meldecologyandarchitecture.IntheArizona
desert,heenvisionedtheutopianmetropolis,
Arcosanti. Its ribbed vaults allowed ample
light and air to filter into spaces, and encouraged a sense of community. One could walk
totheofficeorworkshop,compostwithone’s
neighbourorwalkoutof one’shouseintothe
thickof culturalaction.Whileithaditsfaults,
be it the people who lived there or the unadaptability of the structure, it offered a
worldviewthatcouldchangethewaywelive.
Closer home, Auroville near Puducherry
aimed to be a place with “a new consciousness”,withlike-minded peoplefrom allover
the world making it their home. “In the future, urban living could be like something
between an apartment and a township like
Dwarka in Delhi, where compact living will
be the norm, with people choosing to walk,
cycle or take public transport, because distance willcompress. Wewilltravel less, have
asmallerecologicalfootprint,andhavemore
time with family,” says Kini.
Could buildings of the future be about
empathy, about an architect who “places
himself/herself intheroleof afuture dweller
andteststhevalidityof theideasthroughthis
imaginative exchange of roles and personalities?” asks Finnish architect and thinker
JuhaniPallasmaainthebookArchitectureand
Empathy (Peripheral Projects; 2015). Will
buildings become a shared resource? Can a
university and a corporate office be in the
samecampus?Cangovernmentadministration and cultural centres coexist? “Maybe it
will open up spaces in the city, between
building and non-building, where designers
and architects will need to intervene to revitalise, renovate, and renew. We will have to
get off our Autocads and get our hands dirty.
Just the way you now want a hairdresser to
come home, people might want an architect
to come home and use what they have to
build anew, since money and building resources will be hard to come by,” says architect Moulshri Joshi of the Delhi-based firm
Space Matters.
■ ■ ■

“Until now, we were aware of those who
livedon pavements,inslumsandchawlsand
overcrowded small apartments. But we didn’t realise there is another lot of people who
live in corridors, garages, attics, mezzanines,
and lofts in every city, and their numbers are
staggering. When the city turns its back on
them,wherecantheygo?”saysarchitectand
habitat professional Kirtee Shah, who lives

■ ■ ■

ILLUSTRATION:SUVAJITDEY

in Ahmedabad.
For the poor migrant to the city, there is a
place called home in the village and a city
where he earns his daily bread. “For some,
the home is a ‘resort’ but for those who don’t
have that privilege, the city was their home.
It gave them certainty. What does it mean to
not have that in a lockdown? There are no
easy answers, but we need to think of ideas
of care and how we can create those spaces
inourcities.Howcanwecreatedifferentlevels of communities and what will those
spaces be?” says Mumbai-based architect
and urbanist Rupali Gupte.
In a recent letter to Praveen Pardeshi, former municipal commissioner of Mumbai,
Shah offered suggestions for handling the
slum crisis in the city. From using vacant
houses and unsold inventory in housing for
migrants and using rooftops of public buildingstocreatetemporaryhousingstock,Shah
pushed for more dignified dwelling units.
He recounts his keynote address at the
openingofthe“StateofHousing”exhibitionin
Mumbai in 2018. He asked an audience of
nearlya100people,amajorityof themarchitects,iftheyhadheardofIndiraAwaasYojana.
“Only a few hands went up. It was one of the

world’sbiggestsocialhousingprojects,which
lastednearly30yearsandbuiltmorethan20
million houses, but India’s architects barely
intervened. It speaks volumes about the disconnectarchitectshavewithsociety,”hesays.
While architects design on a computer,
the drawings are executed by masons, carpenters and unskilled labourers. “They are
the ones who convert our dreams into beautiful projects. So I asked, ‘Since most of you
visit your sites at leastevery two weeks, how
many of you have seen the conditions in
which the workers live?’ Barely one hand
came up,” says Shah. “We need to rethink
and reshape our cities which are inhuman
and hostile to the people who build them.”
In the letter, Shah suggests renegotiating
terms with employers so that workers are
provided better places to live. “... [It] could be
a rented place in a slum redevelopment
colony, in an affordable low-income settlement, in a slum where a family is willing to
rent a room, or in a liveable tent on a public
building terrace.”
■ ■ ■

The comfort of home for migrants is also

the sense of security that comes from the
physical and figurative boundaries in a village. Numerous migrants testified to the urgent need of going home, even if it meant
starvation or death. “Homes in villages have
their own layering. The epidermis that holds
you in. You have the aangans (courtyards),
andwithinthatthepublicthreshold,andthen
within them bigger rooms, and then your
ownroom,yourclothes,yourbody.Here,the
epidermisof lifehasalwaysexisted,whichis
notaffectedbythecommoditiesof theworld.
Withitcomesimmunity,whenyourfoodand
shelterishomegrown,”saysBengaluru-based
architect Varun Thautam, who conducts
workshops on handmade buildings. “Today,
in cities, we don’t know who grows our food
or where our water comes from. But staying
localistheonlywayforward,”heargues.Case
inpoint:thelockdownprovedthatthekirana
shopandtheimmediateneighbourhoodwas
equipped to handle most of our needs.
“It is in a crisis that our true belonging to
a place is revealed. We want to return to our
villages because our heart is at home,” says
Chennai-based architect-academic Durganand Balsavar. He speaks of what he learnt
from his experiences of working with Sri

Delhi-based architect GautamBhatia has
planned a design where the community is
not compromised. In cities where we privilege privacy, what are the possible combinations which allow for the public and the private to come together? “Over the last couple
of decades,lifehasbeengoingintolockdown
by itself. Within homes, too, entertainment
was becoming private and recreation was
getting isolated. So, the idea of an apartment
thatsharescommunityvaluesyetallowsyou
to keep your privacy is the aim. These would
be about 800-1,000 sq. ft houses, varying
from one-two bedrooms. The remaining
spacesaregivenovertothecommunity,with
meeting rooms and games areas. The idea is
to force you out of your confinement. You
paymuch lessforprivatespace and get more
sharedspace.Youwillbeforcedtogooutinto
verandahs.Unlikehigh-endapartmentsthat
are self-contained, where there is no sense
of sharing,” he says. There is the need to
changeby-lawsinourcitiestoaccommodate
more public spaces and integrate all classes
to live side by side. The future, Bhatia says, is
in smaller homes and rental housing.
The coronavirus has exposed the artificial and abnormal in society, argues DelhibasedShuddhabrataSenguptaof RaqsMedia
Collective, which is curating the Yokohama
Triennale 2020. “There is an enormous
amountof resourcesspenttoensurethatour
society is not democratic. Delhi, for instance,
is a lot about gated communities and large
resources are used to keep people out. We
are living in a highly artificially maintained
dystopia.Architectsandurbandesigners can
show a new way and plan how our cities can
beforthenext100years.ButIdon’tseethem
coming together to demand a commitment
to urban housing from any regime.”
“Ultimately, it will not be about big projects
but keeping life cycles intact, which our vernacular societies have always done, where
life is not a straight line and relationships are
important,” says Thautam.
Maybe, our cities ought to be like Ersilia,
from Italo Calvino’s novel Invisible Cities
(1972), where relationships nurture life, and
“its inhabitants stretch strings from the corners of their houses” across the city to mark
connections, be it for trade or fellowship. So
that,evenwhenwallscomecrumblingdown
and homes cease to exist, the “labyrinth of
taut strings” will continue to exist.

New Delhi

EYE, THE SUNDAY EXPRESS MAGAZINE

16

S P O T L I G H T

DOWN IN
JUNGLELAND

STRONGER
TOGETHER

IMAGINE

by Shelja Sen

RanjitLal
Ranjit Lal is an author,
environmentalist and
bird watcher

Getting Sweet
on Spiders
Spiders are remarkable creatures,
and it’s possible to have healthy
relationships with them

A

LOT OF people have arachnophobia — an irrational
fear of spiders. Many people, especially rednecks
trying to show how macho they are, go to the other
extreme and have huge furry tarantulas or black widows
strolling up and down their beefy arms or thick necks.
There’s no need to either scream every time you see a spider or have a cuddle with a tarantula to develop a healthy
relationship with these absolutely remarkable creatures.
While I will keep a healthy distance from the large furry
kinds that prowl about the undergrowth or crouch behind bathroom doors in forest rest houses, I am equally
gob-smacked every time I see a web looking like strings of
pearls on a dewy morning, and will eyeball those small,
fierce, jumping spiders whose bright obsidian eyes remain fixed on you as though they’re in love with you.
If you would like to get to know them better, it may be
sensible to start off with the smaller ones — they’re normally sparkly, sprightly and hugely entertaining. One of
my favourites is the jumping spider, also know as the zebra spider or zebra jumper. They’re small chocolatebrown-and-caramel and spend their time fiercely posturing on walls, feinting like boxers before a bout. Let a
mosquito or fly settle close and they’ll fix their eyes on
them and wham! They leap so fast you can’t see the
movement till they land on their victim. Always, like all of
their clan, they’ll trail a safety line behind them, just in
case the jump, say, off a table, goes wrong and they have
to haul themselves back to safety. Their leaps are like vanishing tricks — they disappear from one spot and appear
at another in a trice. There’s another tiny little jumping
spider which looks like it’s made out of iridescent metal:
it can appear gold or emerald green depending on the angle of the light. You might find it on your car, too, especially if it has a metallic paint finish.
The garden or large green plants may be other good
haunts to look out for spiders. One morning, I stepped out
into the balcony overhung with a madhumalti creeper and
casually looked at the pale pink-and-white blooms as
bees hovered around. Suddenly, one bee seemed to be

R

IGHT FROM an early age, we are
recruiting our children into believingthatthereisonerightway
to live their life. In a talk or in a
workshop,Igenerallyasktheaudience if they know somebody who has experienced mental-health struggles. Some
hands shoot up right away, then others start
raisingtheirhandstentatively,lookingaround
andtakingsolaceinthesenseofsolidarityuntil all the hands go up. Then, I make it a little
more difficult and check if they know somebody who has dealt with suicidal thoughts.
Majority of the hands go up again. It is all
around us — in our homes, our schools, colleges, workspaces, public places — staring
backatus,askingustolook,listen.Butweturn
away,leavingthemwiththeirsilences.Maybe
sometimes, that silence and shame becomes
too much to live with.
It takes the death of a public figure to remind us how much mental health matters.
Forthecomingweeks,therewillbeaflurryof
Instagram, Facebook and Twitter posts by
well-meaning people, but then it will all go
away, as it generally does. Do we realise how
difficultitisforpeoplelivingwithdepression
or anxiety to be their own advocates at every
step, especially when they have been convinced that something is inherently wrong
with them — that they are the problem?

RANJITLAL

Small spiders are normally sparkly and hugely entertaining
having a fit. When I glanced at it, I froze. A translucent
pearl-white crab spider, half the bee’s size, had pounced
and was holding the hairy bee in an embrace. All too soon,
she had sunk her mandibles into the bee, injecting it with
virulent venom and the bee ceased to struggle. The spider
remained stock-still. I knew she was sucking up the nourishing juices from the bee, having dissolved its insides
with her venom and digestive juices. She would suck it
dry and then discard the empty husk. You might find this
revolting, but how is it different from what politicians and
taxmen do to us? Crab spiders are beautiful because often
they’re the same colour as that of the flowers they hide
among and can change their colours accordingly.
Another common spider that lives among plants is the
lynx spider, an elongated little creature that often looks
like it’s been made out of fine blown glass. I’ve found
them lurking on the undersides of kumquat leaves, waiting in ambush for something small and edible to land on
the surface of the leaf. Lynx spiders (like several of the
clan) make fiercely protective moms — to a degree. She’ll
lay her eggs in a silken egg case, tethered to her by a
thread, and she’ll drag the contraption along. She will
threaten intruders and pull her precious egg case under
leaves if it starts raining. I watched just-hatched spiderlings emerge from their egg case once, and, boy, were
these tiny angel-white creatures into sibling rivalry!
They’d saunter down a silk line, meet each other headfirst
and try to throw one another off it. But it can get worse. If
there are too many babies and too little food, they (even
their mom) will turn on each other and turn cannibals.
There are the famous orb weavers, which may range
widely in size. It is amazing how their cleverly crafted
sticky nets can vanish, until you step into them! Some orb
spiders, like those belonging to the Argiope clan, sketch a
conspicuous zig-zag pattern around the centre of the
web, which can serve as a warning for anything too large.
But even these relatively large spiders are worth watching
for the deft way with which they shroud their victims
with silk, keeping their meals for another time. Walk into
the web of a giant wood spider and you’ll feel like you’ve
walked into a trap made of fine steel wires.
It’s usually the spiders that you encounter unexpectedly that give you the biggest frights. Shuffling into the
bathroom in the middle of the night to find a monstrous
wolf spider beadily eyeing you from the potty lid can be
traumatising. But unless you’re a cockroach or something
similar, you’re generally safe. So gently chivvy it away, use
the loo and go back to bed...and sweet dreams!

imbalance absolves us of the collective responsibility we need to take as adults. This
pushes us to think it is not our problem and
we end up making the problem individualistic, leading to, what I call, the 3 Ds.

Mental health is not an individual problem,
it is a collective responsibility

Right from an early age, we are recruiting
our children into believing that there is one
rightwaytolivetheirlife.Theyareconstantly
strugglingagainstthe illusionaryyardstick of
success. They are being sold the idea that the
highertheygo,thebettertheywillbe.Butthen
theywonderwhyeveryrungupleadstomore
misery? Off-the-chart suicide rates of IIT aspirantsinKotacoachingcentresshouldshake
us out of our collective stupor of what we see
as the making of a “good life”. A study conducted by Assocham in 2018 found that 42.5
percentof employeesarestrugglingwithdepressionand/oranxietyintheirhigh-pressure
jobs.Theypossiblyclimbedtheladderof successandsecuritytofinditisamyth.Theyhave
internalisedthepropagandathattheonlyway
they are worth something is if they get into a
goodcollege,“beproductive”andgetintoafinancially stable career. Therefore, it is no surprise that the chilling statistics indicate that
one in four young persons is struggling with
depression or anxiety and that India tops the
world in youth suicide.

The person is not the
problem, the problem is
the problem, and the
problem is social!*

Dismissal—trivialisingtheproblemwithnormativejudgementssuchas“Stopcomplaining
all the time”; “This is so silly”; “You just need
to be stronger”.
Defining — making the problem the single
story about them — “I don’t think you will be
able to do much in life if you are so weak.”
Dumping—mental-healthproblemshideissues of gross social injustice. For example,
women being diagnosed with depression
when they reactto marital abuse,young girls
who feel rejected and suicidal as they do not
fit the rigid definition of “fair & lovely.” Their
mental-healthproblemsarejustamirrorof a
society that is unfair and damaged.
Sometimes, all people need are these
simple messages:
“I see you” “I hear you” — People are multistoried so let’s not define them by single storiesof“failure”and“unworthiness.”Thisdoes
not mean we have to “be positive” and “look
atthesilverlining”asthatcanbequitedismissive. It means to listen to their problems and
also keep sight of their stories of courage,
hopes and dreams.
“Tell me how I can help” — We might not
knowwhattosayordo,soaskingmighthelp.
Itiseasytogetintothe“let’sfixit”oradvising
mode but step back from it, as it might stop
themfromaccessingtheirownskillsandabilities to find their solution.
“Ihaveyourback”—Ifeachpersonknewthat
there is somebody out there who will accept
them the way they are no matter how damaged they are feeling.

It is not a mental-health
problem but a problem of
social justice

The person is not the
problem, the problem is
the problem

Shiv is a young man I met who had been
lured into the society’s idea of success. In our
discussion, he started realising that his company’s work culture of constant pressure, of

SIZE MATTERS

JUNE 21, 2020

Asanarrativetherapist(NarrativeTherapy
was pioneered by Michael White & David
Epston), I strongly believe that the solution is
notanindividual’sorafamily’sresponsibility.
It is a social problem, and, therefore, we need
totakethelensof socialjustice.Thereisanold
legend-now-turned-to-a-metaphor that canariesweresentdownintocoalminestotest
for gas leaks. Our young people are the canaries of our present time. We have created
the toxic society in which they are struggling
tosurvive.Maybe,thispandemicisanopportunity for us to let go of the deadwood of social expectations of success and carve out
something new collaboratively.
Ratherthanquicksolutions,herearesome
questions we can reflect on:

GETTYIMAGES

“never being good enough” was pushing
him into depression. As we unspooled this
problematic notion of success, he realised,
“My life can’t be just about meeting the next
target, pay my bills and die.” He renegotiated his purpose in life, had a clear chat with
his boss on what he would be able to deliver
and started doing things that aligned with
what he valued the most. For example, getting together with his old band and jamming
every weekend and not “wasting precious
hours of my life thinking of how to get
ahead.”
There is much talk about the “epidemic”
ofmental-healthproblemsreachingunprecedented proportions. We have been made to

REACH OUT,
HOLD TIGHT
We need to reflect on
how to help each
other overcome
mental-health
impediments

believethatitcanallbeunderstoodas“chemical imbalance” but that does not hold much
waterinthefaceofgrowingresearchandbegs
thequestion,“Whohasachemicallybalanced
brainandwhatdoesitlooklike?”Tothepoint
of being provocative, I can say it is pretty fictional and not helpful as it locates the problemwithintheperson.Itisanextremelycomplex problem within our socio-cultural
context which needs a nuanced understanding. Our identities are formed at the intersection of gender, sexuality, age, caste, class, religion, looks (let’s not underestimate the
demand for “fair & lovely”) and the most importantof itall—socialacceptanceandsocial
success.Mental-healthproblemsaschemical

■ Whatdoyouthinkarethesocialbeliefsand
norms that contribute to the rising mental
health problems?
■ How fair are these social norms and expectations?
■ In what ways can you resist these expectations and support others?
We need nothing short of a social movement to make this happen. We have lost too
manylivesandtoomuchtime.Nobodyisgoing to come and sort this out for us. We have
to do it ourselves.

*Quoted by David Denborough, narrative
practitioner, in a workshop

DrSheljaSenisanarrativetherapist,co-founder
ChildrenFirst,writer,and,inthiscolumn,she
curatestheknow-howofthechildrenandyoung
peoplesheworkswith.Writetoher
shelja.sen@childrenfirstindia.com

‘It was a golden opportunity to represent
the transgender community’
A Manipuri teenager on facing the camera for the first
time for the web-series Paatal Lok
Tora Agarwala
ONE OF the more moving arcs in the
acclaimed web series Paatal Lok belongs to
MaryLyngdoh,alsocalled
Cheeni, who is one of the
accused in the murder
plot that opens the show.
Playing Cheeni is 19-yearold Mairembam Ronaldo
Singh from Manipur. In
this interview, Singh talks
about playing Cheeni, the
challenges faced by the
transgender community
and life back home:
From Moirang,
Manipur, to Mumbai —
how did that happen?
I grew up watching
Manipuri cinema. Acting
was always a passion for
me but never did I think I
wouldbeactinginfrontof
a camera in a Hindi language series! The geographical remoteness of
the place I come from and
the language barrier —
these are just some of the
challenges we northeasterners face regularly in life. Last December,
Eliza Ngangom, a transgender activist from
Manipur(alsomymake-upteacher),toldme
that people from Mumbai had come looking
for someone to play the role of a transgender character. Nikita (Grover) ma’am, the

ularly,suchasinthejailscenewhereshewas
forced to share the room with other male inmates. Paatal Lok also highlights society’s ignorance about the existence and problems
of the trans community. Ithink it sent a message that we are also human beings who
want to live a dignified life. Honestly, it was
a golden opportunity for me to play this role
and tell our story. I represent my transgender community in the series.

casting director, came down to my hometown in Moirang to meet me. We met at a
chai stall and my audition happened in the
backseat of a car! I was very, very shy but
somehow they decided to pick me.

Before the series, I
have never acted
professionally. I
was nervous...I felt
like I needed to
prove myself to the
team all the time

Did your family need
much convincing to let
you play this part?
Initially, my parents
were not ready to send
metoMumbai.Theyeven
asked if my part could be
shot in Moirang! Of
course, that was not possible. They were not
against the idea of me
playing the role of a trans
woman but had a problem with the place I was
going to shoot in. My parents are simple people
and they don't really
know much about filmmaking. Moreover, they
had hardly watched any
Hindi movies. But with
Eliza’s help and my constant begging for permission, they ultimately had
to bless me.

How was your
experience of filming the series?
There was both joy and worry. I did not
know Hindi — so they had to hire a Hindi
teacher to give me lessons. Moreover, before
this series, I had never acted professionally. I
was nervous because I was sharing camera

Can you tell us a little about your early
life in Manipur?
I was born and brought up in Moirang, a
historically andculturally important townof
Manipur. My family was not well-to-do — I
only attended government schools as it was
difficult for my parents to get me admission
in a private school. In my early years, I could
not come to terms with my sexuality.
Gradually—withsupportfromthetransgendercommunity—Ilearntthatitissomething
I should be proud of. In the past, I have been
mocked and subjected to numerous derogatory remarks. But what Paatal Lok has taught
me is that we can do what we truly love, regardless of the obstacles that come our way.

SCREEN TIME
(Left) Mairembam
Ronaldo Singh in a
scene from the webseries on Amazon
Prime; Singh

space with known faces of the industry, so I
felt like I needed to prove myself to the team
all the time.
Did you connect with Cheeni?
Cheeni is a victim of human greed and
lust. To some extent, the series showcases
the challenges transgender people face reg-
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Has your life changed after Paatal Lok?
Theoverallresponseandacclaimthatour
series has received so far is amazing. As for
me, I am living the same life in Moirang,
where I am a make-up artist. People in
Manipur — except a few — don’t recognise
me even after the success of the series since
mostarenotevenawareof Paatal Lok.Firstof
all, thiswas not a mainstream Bollywood series, and, second, the culture of Manipur is
totally different from mainland India — a lot
of young people follow Korean movies and
songs. However, I do get a lot of comments,
praises and appreciation on my Instagram
handle and I do not have words to express
how good that makes me feel.
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The Long
Dark Teatime

A historic crime thriller focuses
on the underbelly of the British
empire’s slave trade
Seema Chishti
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THINK TANK
UR Ananthamurthy (right) with Chandan Gowda

The Critical Insider

A glimpse into the mind of UR Ananthamurthy and his reflections on
the many issues of 20th century India
NS Gundur

R

ENOWNEDKANNADAwriterUR
Ananthamurthy (1932-2014) is
bestknowntousastheauthorof
Samskara (1965) and as a public
intellectual. URA restlessly reflectedontheproblemsof thisworldandhad
anurgetosharethesereflectionswithfriends
andvisitors.He,therefore,immenselyenjoyed
conversing with others as much as thinking
and writing about our life. The present book,
A Life in the World: UR Ananthamurthy in
Conversation with Chandan Gowda, is the result of one such conversation.
These conversations were shot at URA’s
residence by Chandan Gowda, an eminent
translator of URA’s fiction, along with a team
of members from Azim Premji University,
Bengaluru. This book, a by-product of such a
documentary exercise, is structured into 10
chapters. These chapters not only reveal the
mind of one of modern India’s great writers
butalso his penetrating insights into the varied issues of 20th century India. The first
three chapters ‘Early Years’, ‘Mysore’ and
‘Birmingham and After’ reconstruct the intellectual formationof URA. From a Brahmin
agrahara through Maharaja’s College in

Mysore to Birmingham University, his experiences with this world contributed to his
“world making”. He did not completely reject one space for another, but critically imbibedthevirtuesof all.Therefore,hebecame
a critical insider, as the famous description
of him goes.
The Mysore milieu produces in URA a voraciousreaderbeyondthesyllabus,andthere,
in the company of a poet like Gopal Krishna
Adiga, he discovers himself as a navya writer.
However, a completely new world opens up
for him as he arrives in Birmingham to pursue his PhD. In England, his association with
great cultural critics like Raymond Williams,
Richard Hoggart, EP Thompson, David Lodge
andthelikedoesnotinfluencehimtobecome
yet another Indian cultural critic, but his
English days help him rediscover Kannada
deeply and imbibe the art of writing a novel.
Theremainingsevenchaptersareconversations that cover the cultural and political
problems of India. Particularly, the chapters
‘Tradition’, ‘Language’, ‘A Few Friends’ and
‘Karnataka’offerdeepinsightsintoliterature,
language, Kannada writers, the Veerashaiva
movement,penportraitsof Kannadawriters,
intellectuals and politicians, among others. It
isinonesuchconversationthatURAmakesa
distinctionbetweentraditionalismandtradi-

A LIFE IN THE
WORLD: UR
ANANTHAMURTHY
IN CONVERSATION
WITHCHANDAN
GOWDA
Harper Collins
204 pages
`399

tion.Hesays,“Howtopreservethepastisthe
concern of the traditionalists. My concern is
nothowtopreservethepast,buthowtomake
the past useful for the present world.”
In the chapter ‘Being in Public’, we come
acrosstheideaof acommonschoolwhichhe
believesisnecessaryforbringingaboutsocial
changesinIndia.Thechapter‘Language’continues his public concern, particularly his
viewsontranslation,languageingeneral,and
the interface between Kannada and English.
ForURA,translationisaneverydaypracticein
multilingual spaces like India as we often
switchoverfromonesetofcodesandregisters
to another.
In yet another chapter ‘Karnataka’, URA
contemplates on the making of modern
Karnataka and the Kannada tradition. The
chapter‘India’sPoliticalLife’addsanotherdimension to the conversation as URA examines Mahatma Gandhi, BR Ambedkar,
Jawaharlal Nehru and Ram Manohar Lohia.
In his view, Gandhi, who played with ideas,
was suspicious of the modern world system
becausewecanhurtanypartof theworldby
doing something wrong in any other part of
the world. URA looks at Gandhi and
Ambedkar as complementary minds. “Both
Gandhiandhe(Ambedkar),”URAsays,“take
different spiritual journeys. One takes a spir-

itualjourneyandsays‘HeyRam’anddies,and
Ambedkar takes to Buddhism and dies.
Gandhi uses Ram for politics and Ambedkar
uses Buddha for politics...”
In the final chapter ‘In Conclusion’, we get
to know about URA’s personal tastes, includinghisfavouritecuisine,favouritewriters,attachments, his dislike for middle-class backbiting, among other things. As a finale, he
states that he wishes to be remembered as a
teacher and a writer — a Kannada writer.
Gowda’s questions, as much straightforwardaspossible,donotinterferemuchinthe
course of the conversation. However, for a
writerlikeURA,deeplyprobingquestionslike
the craft of his fiction — how he constructed
plots and fashioned his Kannada for his fictional narratives; how he wrestled with his
writing — and such other questions of techne
would have made this volume richer.
Gowda’s introduction, which gives an
overview of URA’s works and thought, could
have expanded on how such conversations
extend the boundaries of autobiography.
However, after reading URA’s autobiography
Suragi(2012),itisadifferentexperiencetolisten to this speaking autobiography.

NSGunduristhechairman,departmentofEnglish
Studies,DavangereUniversity,Karnataka

EADERS OF crime fiction cannot fully explain,
even if they feel it in their bones, what might be
so comforting about reading about blood and
gore in the middle of a pandemic. The fact that
there is a crime in an otherwise placid world, which gets
resolved by the last page, gives a sense of (false) comfort
to the reader. The setting of the crime, usually idyllic or
well-known, gives a sense of double ease that things have
stayed the way “they were” once the crime is solved.
On both counts — in describing the sulphuric air of
London as well as the grisly murder of an abolitionist —
debut novelist Laura Shepherd Robinson is unsparing. In
Blood and Sugar, a vividly-told murder story set in 1781,
you are thrust into a London just about beginning to
savour the joys of Empire as well as get to see the underbelly of the slave trade which made it profitable.
A decorated war veteran,
Captain Corsham, fancying his
chances of moving up in the
House of Commons, has his life
turned upside down as he faces
up to the murder of his oldest
friend, killed in circumstances
connected to the Empire’s darkest
dimensions. Corsham recognises
that unveiling what his late friend
died for is going to put him at
odds with the influential West
Indian lobby in London, but the
BLOOD & SUGAR
truth of what he uncovers forces
BY LAURA
him to continue regardless.
SHEPHERDThe atmospheric descriptions
of late 18th century London conROBINSON
front the darkness that colonial
Pan Macmillan
prosperity is built on. The profit
430 pages; `450
that comes from treating human
beings worse than chattels is confronted each time a tobacco leaf or the stirring of sugar grains in teacups is mentioned. The historical context is skilfully woven into the
plot which, though fictional, is based on a real incident
aboard a slave ship, The Zong. In the middle of the Atlantic
Ocean, running short of supplies, its captain killed 132
slaves by drowning them. His insurance claim on the
murdered slaves is what brought this to court and to light.
The owners did not win the claim but there was no prosecution either as the murder of slaves did not ruffle any
feathers. Former slave-turned-abolitionist campaigner
Olaudah Equano and Granville Sharp used the incident to
campaign for the abolition of the slave trade, even though
the abolition bill was passed only in 1807 in Britain.
Slavery and systemic oppression are again in the news,
this time in the US, following the murder of a black man,
George Floyd, by a white police officer.
The stain of slavery may be seen as something outside
the Indian consciousness but it is not. Millions were
shipped away from India to work as indentured labour in
British colonies in an indirect consequence of the abolition of slavery. The Girmitiyas — or the people of the
“agreement” that they signed and willed off their freedoms — hasn’t got the attention in the Indian imagination
as it, perhaps, should have. But books like Robinson’s
shake you into understanding the ways in which the institutionalised system of treating some as “lesser-born” still
lives on. The biggest achievement of the author is to leave
the reader with a distinct doubt over which of the two
crimes it is that this novel seeks to place at the centre. Is it
about the brutal murder, or the other crime that constantly hangs in the air and makes London, the capital of
the “fledgling empire” connecting mercantile and military power, flourish with its “elegant drawing rooms,
washed down by bowls of sweetened teas”?

‘Akbar understood the complex nature of Hindustan’

Ira Mukhoty, 51, on writing about Akbar in her new book, the Mughal response to medical emergencies and why their present-day vilification is a British legacy
Paromita Chakrabarti
FROM THE zenana in your second book to
the monarch who would become the face
of the dynasty, what drew you to the
Mughals in the first place?
The Mughals are very close to us in time.
Onlyaround250yearsseparateusfromtheir
glory days, following which they continued
toexist,diminished,foranother100years.So
inaveryphysical,immediatesense,thelegacy
of the Mughals is all around us. It can be seen
in the buildings that litter the landscape of
India,intheclotheswewear,theattarweuse,
the words that seep into our vocabulary, the
ingredientsinourkitchens.Itiseventhere,in
the faux-Shahjahani arches and overlycreamy dishes served in ‘Mughalai’ restaurants in watery British towns.
Inmyfirstbook,Heroines(2017),Iencountered the story of Jahanara Begum, Shah
Jahan’s daughter. I was struck by her independence, wealth, her search for meaning
outsideofheropulentlifestyle.Thatledherto
the Sufi path and the two biographies she
wrote glow with the ambition of being taken
as seriously as her brother Dara Shukoh, and
herfather,andnotallowinghergendertoundermine her. I found her message very moving, given that her memory had almost completely been erased, and that brought me to
writeDaughtersoftheSun(2018).Sinceitwas
a re-evaluation of the zenana of the ‘Great
Mughals’, a fascination for Akbar was inevitable. Akbar casts a huge shadow on
Mughal history and on India as it is today. At
the same time, there is a great deal of mythmaking that inevitably accompanies such a
personality.Ithoughtitwouldbeaninteresting exercise to re-examine Akbar and his
legacy using some fascinating new insights
fromarthistorians.DespitethefactthatAkbar

is such a talismanic figure, not nearly enough
modern biographies in English have been
written over the past few decades.
How do you react to the present-day
vilification of the Mughal dynasty?
The vilification of Mughal history is, unfortunately, a product of a colonial legacy. It
istheBritishwhobeganspeakingintermsof
apristine,unsulliedearlier‘Hindu’eratodistinguish from the later ‘Muslim’ one, as separate entities, in the 19th century. This was
done to justify their own incursion into
Hindustan but, unfortunately, this narrative
continues to gain traction. Identities were
neversosimplisticasHinduorMuslim,orindeed Christian, Jain, Buddhist, Parsi, etc.
Identities were complex things, shaped by
clan loyalties, geography, language, culture,
etc, with religion being one of many factors,
often not even the most important one.
Which is why, I believe, it is all the more importanttowritenarrativehistoriesforthelay
person, so that these nuances can be made
easily accessible for interested people.
Would you say Akbar was the first of the
Mughals to have a nuanced
understanding of the syncretic nature of
India? Is that why he eventually moved
away from the scorched-earth policy of
his Chittorgarh siege?
Akbar was the first to respond to the diverse nature of Hindustan and he made that
response the very scaffolding of the empire.
BothBaburandHumayunwerealreadyaware
ofthisdiversityandalsoquitepragmaticabout
the need to work with a non-Muslim majority. They both had a large number of Hindu
soldiers in their armies due to their Timurid
legacy, which was entirely practical when it
came to religion. But neither ruled long

COURTESY:ALEPHBOOKCOMPANY

HIGH AND MIGHTY
A painting depicting Akbar during a Qumargha hunt, which
served to demostrate the emperor’s wealth and power

enough to translate that into a coherent re- abolishedmorethan50harshtaxesandbegan
sponse.Akbardid,andthatwaspartofhisge- the construction of a fort on Hari Parbat, for
nius — to understand the complex nature of which hundreds of paid labourers were emHindustanandtocreateasystemof adminis- ployed so that they had money for food.
tration, in which all members were invested
inthesystem.Peoplewouldnotberewarded You’vedealtwiththeindependence of the
or punished because of their religion, but Mughal women and Akbar’s sensitivity to
through their talent and abilities.
them, but during his reign, the assimilaThe siege of Chittor came early in Akbar’s tion with Hindustani culture slowly invisreign(1567-68),whenhewasyet
ibilised them. How do you exto formulate a clear policy. He
plain this dichotomy?
was still facing challenges on all
When Akbar married his
fronts.Itwastheverybrutalityof
Rajput wives in a bid to stabilise
Chittor that allowed Akbar to
the empire, he was very young.
thenusehispowerasadeterrent.
The influence of the elite Rajput
ItwasonlyafterthefallofChittor
clan culture on the young
and Ranthambore that many
Padshahwas,therefore,substanpreviously recalcitrant Rajput
tial. One of these influences was
clansjoinedtheempire,bringing
very probably a desire, like the
lasting peace. So, Akbar may
Rajput clans, to ‘invisibilise'
have viewed it as a necessary
womenbehindastricterconcept
stage in the formation of a large,
ofpurdahandafixedanddefined
AKBAR: THEGREAT zenana space. At the same time,
wealthy and stable empire.
MUGHAL
Akbar also sought to bring order
BY IRA MUKHOTY
Akbar’s reign began with a
and structure into all aspects of
Aleph Book
pandemic and there was
Mughal life and society. If you go
Company
another epidemic after his
throughAbu’lFazl’sAin-i-Akbari,
624 pages
Gujarat campaign (1572-73).
you will see that there are elabo`799
How did he respond to these
rate procedures noted down for
medical challenges?
a range of activities, almost bafTherehavebeenfamines,followedbyepi- flingintheirminutiae,fromrulesforthefeeddemics,throughouthistory.Famineswerefre- ingoftheroyalelephantstothekeepingofthe
quent and led to widespread deaths, which royal tents. In a sense, the ‘ordering’ of the fethen caused diseases. The people seemed to male component of the Mughal royal family
have an awareness that contagion could be fell within this same framework. It did not, in
spreadthroughcontactbecausethereareac- any way, suggest that Akbar altered his view
counts of entire families dying together in towardswomen,whichremainedempathetic
theirhomesbecausetheylockedthemselves andcaring.Hecontinuedtochallengeprevailin.AsfarasAkbarisconcerned,thereisanac- ingattitudestowardswomen,whetheritwas
countof afaminetowardstheendof the16th the practice of sati or the stigma against
centuryinSrinagar.Akbartookactivestepsto widow remarriage in Hinduism or the disalleviate suffering — he set up food kitchens, criminatory laws of inheritance in Islam.
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THOSEMONTHS,THOSEMINUTES

Forced into an unprecedented lockdown, sport is staring at an
unfathomable despair. Indian athletes, though, have given the
country reasons to rejoice in the past.
NIRUPAMA SANJEEV tellsS
Shahid Judge howshebecamethefirstIndianwoman
towinamatchinthesinglesmaindrawofaGrandSlam.

Sign of the times

United stave off defeat via late
penalty; Arsenal humbled

Seasoned autograph hunters face existential crisis because of pandemic protocols
SANDIP G

NEW DELHI, JUNE 20

(Clockwise from top) James Brighton was hoping to get many more Manchester
United scarves autographed. Amarjeet Singh has Diego Maradona’s autograph.
Dharam Vir Duggal had bought 40 miniature bats for this season’s IPL.

Police, you could slip past any policemen in
the world,” he claims.
For this persistent bunch, it’s not just ink
from a celebrity’s pen immortalised on a
pieceof paperthatthrillshim,butthepursuit
excites them too. “It’s like James Bond. There
is no thrill in managing an autograph without enduring some pain. You can buy autographsthesedays,soit’snotaboutsignatures
as such, but the whole journey of getting a

BRIDGE

Thefirstruleofdeclarerplayistonottakeatrickuntilyouaresurewhatyou
willdonext.Hereisanexample
DeclarerSouth(Contract3NT)

NORTH
♠3
❤A5
♦ A10985
♣A10985
SOUTH
♠ K1064
❤KQ8
♦ QJ4
♣QJ7

WEST NORTH EAST
1C 2S
3S
3NT

SOUTH
Pass

West's2Swasaweakjumpovercall.WestledtheS8fromSAJ9872,and
Eastplayedthequeen.Youhaveonespadestopper,butisthereanywayto
stopWestfromtakingtherestofhisspadesassoonasEast
getsonlead?
TheWestHand: S-AJ9872 H-6
D-32 C- K642
TheEastHand: S-Q5H-J1097432 D-K76 C-3
Herearesomequestions.1.WhathighcardsdoesWesthaveinspades?,2.
HowmanyspadesdoesWesthave?,3.WhatotherhighcardsmightWest
haveforhisvulnerablebid?4.WhatisSouth'scorrectlineofplay?
Answers: 1. If you apply the rule of 11 after a fourth-best lead (something
you should always do when you get a spot card led), you will do this arithmetic.Eightfromelevenisthree.Thereare
threecardshigherthantheeightoutsideoftheopeningleader'shand.East
playedthequeen,andyouhavethekingandten.Thisaccountsforthehigh
cards in the spade suit. West must have the remaining high spades, so he
ismarkedwithasuitheadedbytheSAJ98.
2. West bid 2S, vulnerable. Even the most daring bidder will have six cards
ormoreforthisbidwhenvulnerable.Easthadthequeen andmayhaveone
more,butthatisall.
3.Westisvulnerableandheoughttohavemorethanjusthisspadesuit.He
probablyhasoneoftheminorsuitkings.Whoknows?Hemighthaveboth.
Ifhehasboth,youcantake13tricks.
4.Theanswertothisquestiondependsonhowmanytricksyouwant.Ifyou
want 13, go ahead and win the first trick and start finessing. You actually
have13tricksifthefinesseswork.
LetEasthavehisSQ.Hewillreturnaspade,andregardlessofwhatWestdoes,
youwillhaveninetricks.
As long as you can count on East not having three spades, it is okay to lose
thefirstandsecondandeventhethirdspadebecauseitwillstopWestfrom
laterwinningthefourth,fifth,andsixthspades.

NORTH
♠ K107
❤A87
♦ J1064
♣AJ8
WEST
1NT
Pass
Pass

NORTH
2H
3NT

SOUTH (YOU)

♠ A92
❤ K5
♦ AQ98
♣ Q1096

EAST
Pass
Pass

SOUTH
4H
Pass

WestleadstheH3.Youwininhandwiththeking,andonceagainyouhave
to deal with the two minor-suit kings before West gets his suit running.
Whichsuitdoyouplayfirst,andhow?

QUICK CLUES
ACROSS
8.
Gambler (8)
9.
Group of nine (6)
10. Passive (10)
11. Writing fluids (4)
12. Hand covering (6)
14. Jewellery items (8)
15. Compound of nitrogen reacting
with a metal (7)
17. Musician - "fit lust" anagram (7)
20. Effectiveness (8)
22. Drink of the gods (6)
24. Japan’s first capital (4)
25. Trophies (10)
27. English river (6)
28. Liking (8)
DOWN
1.
Saturday in Paris (6)
2.
Used to be (4)
3.
Achieved or accomplished (8)
4.
___ at : reaches a conclusion by
deduction ? (7)
5.
Shooting star ? (6)
6.
A substance used as a germ killer
(10)
7.
Parcels (8)
13. Ends or concludes (10)
16. Red and sore (8)
18. Protective cases for lamps or lights
(8)
19. Cosmetic blepharoplasty
(7)
21. Agree to (6)
23. Not moving, free from trouble maybe dead (2,4)
26. Juice of the grape (4)
CRYPTIC CLUES
ACROSS
8.
Lose out in time, having been left
alone (8)
9.
Fellow being funny about french
wine to get attention (6)
10. A clever judge is held to be more
beneficial (10)
11. Fun enjoyed in popular knockabout farce (4)
12. Boy sent back a couple of times to
see the animal ? (3-3)
14. Nails oak badly in Greece
(8)
15. The man with a giant stew that
gives us a warm feeling (7)
17. Rather in the air not on the leg ?
(3-4)
20. Colin has re-written letters for
Santa (8)
22. Where actors appear, for starters
(6)

STOAT

AFOYFP

SUDOKU 4146

Givenbelowarefourjumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selectthelettersintheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Onefacesthefuturewithone’spast.-PearlS.Buck

ENRTUU

Prized possession

Relentlessness pays off; so does ingenuity. Faridabad-based autograph-hunter
Amarjeet Singh narrates a story of how he
procured Diego Maradona’s signature after
several heartbreaks with a flash of ingenuity. “I went to Kolkata three times, but twice
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JUMBLED WORDS

OSAER

cricketer to sign. The longer I have to wait,
the more precious the signature will be.”

Tottenham’s Eric Dier fouled United’s Paul Pogba, which resulted in a penalty
being awarded. Bruno Fernandes coverted to secure a draw. File
Paul Pogba made an immediate impact on
his return from surgery, earning a penalty
converted by Bruno Fernandes that recovered for Manchester United a 1-1 draw at
Tottenham in the English Premier League.
Whiletheteamshaveenduredthreemonths
without games in the pandemic, Pogba hasn't played since December. And he entered
only in the 63rd minute at an empty
Tottenham Stadium on Friday with the hosts
leading from Steven Bergwijn's first-half
strike through goalkeeper David de Gea.
ButPogba,whose United future has been
mired in uncertainty, helped to inject some
attacking dynamism United had been missing. Pogba was bundled off the ball by Eric

Dier and Fernandes netted his third penalty
since joining United in January. United was
denied a second penalty when VAR overturned the decision to penalize Dier for another foul -- this time on Fernandes. United
is three pointsbehind fourth-placedChelsea
having played an extra game.
Arsenalslumpedtoalast-gasp2-1Premier
League defeat at relegation-threatened
Brighton&HoveAlbiononSaturdayina blow
to the London club’s chances of securing
European football next season. Frenchman
Neal Maupay struck the winner five minutes
into stoppage time after Nicolas Pepe's delightful second-half opener had been cancelled out by Lewis Dunk. AGENCIES

US reopen plans face setback

Mortaza tests positive

Hopes that sport in the United States might
soon return to business as usual suffered a
blowonFridayasathletesfromgolftohockey
testedpositiveforthenovelcoronavirus,triggeringashutdownof somefacilities.ThePGA
Tour, which only restarted last week after a
three-month COVID-19-forced hiatus, confirmed its first positive test, removing Nick
Watney from second-round play at the RBC
HeritageinHiltonHead,SouthCarolina.Over
a 24-hour period, Major League Soccer,
National Football League, National Hockey
LeagueandMajorLeagueBaseballconfirmed
positive tests. REUTERS

Former captain Mashrafe Mortaza and two
other Bangladesh cricketers, Nazmul Islam
and Nafees Iqbal have tested positive for the
coronavirus. The 36-year-old Mortaza was
reportedly unwell for the last couple of days
andtestedpositiveforthecontagiousdisease
onSaturday.Heiscurrentlyinself-isolationat
his residence.Mortaza, who plays only ODIs
and had stepped down from captaincy earlierthisyear,isthesecondhigh-profilecricketer to get infected by the disease. Mortaza,
who is also a member of Bangladesh parliament,wasquiteactivewithhisphilanthropic
activities amid the pandemic. PTI

YOUR WEEK AHEAD

If it’s your

Birthday
Sunday June21

You’restillthinking hardaboutsolidfacts.
Althoughyou’vegotmanybigplansyou
needtoputthemintopractice.In
emotionalmatters,youseemtobe
growingclosertothetruth.

Monday June22

You’llfindoutthetruthaboutotherpeople’s
intentions.You’llbeworkinghard,yetyour
deeppersonaltaskistoperformfavoursfor
others. The next year looks like a fine
momentforformingnewfriendships.

Tuesday June23

You still seem to be the boss, but the only
way to take control is to let people share in
thefun.Youmayhavetoplayasubtlegame.
24. Lower-class irregular noun
(3-1)
25. Money you don’t get for nothing ?
(4,3,3)
27. Mother graduate and me in a city
(6)
28. Candidates oppose mine on prime
environmental sites (8)
DOWN
1.
NY heir requiring change for a
sovereign, but which one?
(5,1)
2.
Beat up as a matter of course (4)
3.
Street hoodlum spins around the
rink rail (8)
4.
Swimmer with a deep voice ?
(3,4)
5.
Cycling out from a western hotel
to fish (6)
6.
They have caused trouble in the
highlands, as clans have in a way
(10)
7.
Young boy’s voice is continuous
(8)
13. Flowery glowers from the
lowlands ? (5,5)
16. It’s heard at close of play ? (8)
18. Downtrodden, it leads to inflation
(4,4)

DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappearineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns,in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.
DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius

19.

Finds a job for a fool putting on a
wrong sign (7)
21. Convertible to cash - ú51? (6)
23. Was a solicitor to you, Edward (6)
26. Old writer’s material (4)

Wednesday June24

Although life seems to grow busier, you’ll
actuallyhavelesstodoincertainareas.Your
long-term cycle reveals that sociable
conditions are just around the corner.

Thursday June25

Solutions to 2273

Your need for stability and security is
matched by a general increase in
restlessness. The urge to move on or make
yourself scarce is not a new one. You can
really make a genuine new start.

QUICKCLUESAcross:7Meson,8
Underhand,10Revile,11Detained,12
Alcatraz,13Chez,15Invests,17
Pleaded,20Ajit,22Retailer,25
Chowmein,26Toaman,27Eagle-eyed,
28Mould.Down:1Revealing,2
Motivate,3Anodize,4Vertical,5Shrike,
6Sneer,9Lear,14Vegetable,16
Tethered,18Animator,19Princes,21
Jewels,23Tutu,24Cheat.CRYPTIC
CLUESAcross:7Zaire,8Allagreed,10
Corona,11Birdbath,12Derisory,13
Musk,15Belgian,17Snoring,20Well,
22Allright,25Previous,26Co-heir,27
Comeunder,28Waver.Down:1Canopener,2Trooping,3Oldboys,4
Dairyman,5Erebus,6Beats,9NATO,
14Unchained,16All-round,18Railhead,
19Parsley,21Envies,23Lice,
24Crook.

Friday June26

It’s a good idea to refine your ideas, clarify
your plans, and come to a better
understanding of your desires before you
communicatethemtootherpeople.

Saturday June27

Moon challenges, yet also supports, your
wonderfullyseriousSun.You’llbedrivenby
sincerebeliefsthanusual.Butlistencarefully
tofamilymembers.

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4145

CHANDIGARH’S AVID autograph-hunter
Dharam Vir Duggal was planning to buy a
PPEkitandpair of gloveswhenheheardthat
the much-delayed Indian Premier League
(IPL), despite the COVID-19 outbreak, might
take place later this year.
Stuck on 572 signatures, the 58-year-old
who doubles up as occasional cricket reporter for local newspapers, was banking on
the star-studded T20 tournament to take his
collection to the ‘600’ milestone. Far away in
England, James Brighton too was hopeful to
take his tally of signed Manchester United
scarves to 11,777 till the time he heard that
the English Premier League would be held
behind closed doors.
With live sport action, including the IPL,
expected to take place without spectators,
memorabilia-seekers are facing what the
grand old man of the autograph collectors’
club, Chennai’s T Balasubramaniam, a 75year-old Chepauk regular, calls an “existential crisis”. “Already, a lot of celebrities have
tie-upswithdifferentcompanies.Thenthere
is the selfie army, which has outnumbered
us. Now the players and celebrities have
more reason to refuse us,” he says.
Duggal too is despondent as he isn’t used
tobeingnotallowedfor cricketgames.“I had
zeroed in on the players, already brought 40
miniature bats (to be autographed), so that I
cancomplete600autographs duringthisIPL
season.Theyare alllyinginaroomgathering
dust,” he says.
The obsessed collector shares how he
thought things would have been easier for
him this season as only die-hards like him
would turn up for games. “I had thought
there wouldn’t be much of a crowd chasing
players. You know these selfie-hunters, who
take a lot of time. I had plans to go in wearing
a PPE kit and a pair of gloves, one for me and
the other for the player (signing the autograph). The pen and the bat will be sanitised
too,” he says.
Duggal says the planning to get a prized
signature is no different from a shikaar. “You
wait and wait for your prey, and then latch
onto it. If you can get through Chandigarh

he(Maradona)cancelledthetripforonereason or the other. The third time, I was determined. But there were thousands of fans like
me. But I had done my bit of genius. I had an
artist draw a huge portrait of his and I began
waving it. He saw it and called me by his side
and gave his signature. It’s the most memorable one I have,” he says.
But unlike the upbeat Duggal, 28-yearold Singh, who works in the private sector,
has resigned to the reality that autographseeking is implausible this year. “It cuts both
ways. They wouldn’t be comfortable signing
autographs, nor would I be. The virus doesn’t differentiate between a celebrity and an
autograph hunter. I have to be careful about
my own health. So I will lay low until the
virus subsides and everything is back to normal,”saysAmarjeet,whohasinhistreasured
collection the original signatures of Albert
Einstein and Alexander Graham Bell.
United fan Brighton too is worried as he
insists on buying scarves from the vendor
from outside the stadium. “Mostly, counterfeit ones, the club anyway makes a lot of
dime. Let these fellas too,” he says. But with
the corona protocol not allowing anyone
near the stadium, he finds it tough to secure
one as the EPL restarted.
Buthehasn'tgiven up.Amidstthe uncertainty,alltheautographseekersagreeonone
thing:“Thenextautographwillbethesweetest of their lives.” The next scarf, Brighton
says,willbeframedandhungonhisdrawing
room. “Except for the two months when
there’s a break, I bring home a scarf every
week, now I have to keep waiting till the
spectators are allowed inside and the shops
are opened," he says.
A former accountant from Chennai,
Balasubramaniam informs that autographseekers are “eternal optimists”.
Duggal exemplifies this. “I wanted to get
DonaldBradman’sautograph.Ikeptonwriting letters to him, he didn’t respond to the
first 49. But to the 50th, he replied and gave
me an autographed gold coin. So if I have a
name in my mind, I will go to any extent to
gethisautograph.Lastyear,Ijumpedinfront
of (Chris) Gayle’s car to get his autograph, as
he had earlier refused me. Whether spectators are allowed or not, if cricket resumes, I
will find my way,” he says.

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Somethings areas
youwantthem— but
othersarenot.The
mainwordof advice
thisweekistobeselectivewhen
choosingnewcommitments,
especiallyif your romantichopes
arehigh.Potentialpartnerswill
beimpressedif youscoresome
strikingsuccesses,soit’s
importanttofocusonthoseareas
whereyouknowyoucanwin.
TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Yourpersonalplanets
areinamischievous
mood.Itseemsthat
youmaynowbe
deeplyattracted tosomeone
whocompletelyfailstonotice
yourabundantcharms.Towards
theendof thecurrentperiod
youmaydecidetomakea
completebreakwithyour
emotionalpast,evenif itdoes
meanupsettingsomeone.
GEMINI(May22-June21)
Familyaffairsare
moving forward ina
positivemanner.
Workisalsoonyour
mindthisweek,andyoumay
have torely onyourown
resourcestoafargreaterextent
thaninthepast.Perhapsthere
willbeastaff shortage.Or
perhapsanemployerwilltakea
differentviewof yourtalents.
CANCER(June 22-July23)
It woulddoyouno
goodtomakeprecise
forecastsfor howthis
periodwillturnout,
foryouareinapositiontobreak
awayfrom allyourpast
circumstances.If youfollowyour
dreamsandpursueyouralmost
mysticalvisionof life, youwill
have abrightfuture.
LEO(July24-Aug23)
You’reinforabusy
professionalperiod,
anditmaybe
importantto
reschedule someof yourless
pressingengagements.Probably
thebestwaytoget whatyou
wantistoteamupwithpeople
whoareolderthanyou,orat
leasthavemoreskill,wisdom
andexperience.Don’tbeafraidto
askforhelp.
VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Afinancial
breakthroughyou
havebeenwaitingfor
couldbecloserthan
youthink.Yourideaswillbe
perfectlyworkable,sodon’tlose
sightof themwhethertheyaffect
yourroutinechoresorpurely
personalaspirations.Aromantic
bonusgivesyouaboostatthe
endof theweek,whichshould
comeasapleasantsurprise.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Peopleyoumeetnow
willfallintotwo
types.Thereare
peoplewhoaredeep,
intenseandliabletoget carried
away.Ontheotherthereare
thosewhoseoutlookwill be
overwhelminglyseriousand
whowillhelp youkeepyourfeet
firmlyonsolidground.Helpful
strangerswillcometoyour aid.
SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Never againshould
youworrythatFateis
about tooverwhelm
you.Instead,you
shouldputonasmilingfaceand
askothersfor allthehelpand
practicalassistancethatyou
need.Lifeisnotonlyaquestionof
emotionalsurvival,butalsoof
gettingwhatyouwantforyour
physicalhappiness.
SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec 23)
Theoneword of
warningnowisthat
Marsmaymakeyou
ratherjumpyand
inclinedto becomeaggressive
withpeoplewhohavedone
nothingto earnyourhostility.
Theproblemisthatyou’reliable
tofeelalittleirritated,orangry,
whilethecausesof suchfeelings
areimpossibletopindown.
CAPRICORN(Dec23-Jan20)
Romantically,this
couldbeadeeply
secretivephase,and
youwillresent
partners’attemptstokeepaneye
onyourmovementsorpinyour
feelingsdown.Discreet
encounterscouldsoonbecome
publicknowledge, though,so
stickto your normalintegrity.At
work,stay withexisting
agreements—atleastfornow.
AQUARIUS (Jan21-Feb19)
If youareto makethe
currentsituation
crystal-clearyou
mustgetbacktothe
drawing-boardandworkout
exactlywhatitisthatyouwant.
One complicationisthatVenus,
goddessof love,istendingto
obscureyourromanticfeelings.
Andaslongasyou’renotsure
whatyoufeel,youshouldnotbe
makingrashpromises.
PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Themostamazing
planetaryline-upat
themoment
concernsPluto,the
planetof ultimate truth,an
influenceof themostremarkable
potential.Nowisthetimeto
banishforever thatshyness
whichhasledto such
uncertaintyanddoubtinyour
romanticlife.Otherpeoplereally
dohavefaithinyou,andinyour
skillsandexperience.

SOLUTION: AROSE, TOAST, UNTRUE, PAYOFF
Answer: One faces the future with one’s past. - Pearl S. Buck
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