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THE PRINCIPAL of a private
school inKhammamis running
afoodcart,tryingtosellidli,dosa
and vada. A Social Science
teacher in Ranchi isworking on
his paddy field. And an English
teacher inNalgondahas started

selling insurancepolicies.
The sweeping economicdis-

tress triggeredby theCovidpan-
demicandlockdownhaspushed
countlessoutofjobs,setoffoneof
thebiggest reversemigrations in
recenttimesandpushedmillions
ofsmallbusinessestotheedge.
One of the hardest hit has

beenprivateeducation. Incities
and small towns across the
country where private schools
were seen as apassport to aspi-
ration, teachers are on their
knees, with parents unable to
pay fees andmanagements left
withoutmoneytopaysalaries.
Inmostcases,theseteachers

are the sole breadwinners,
which has meant that the dis-
tresshasaffectedentirefamilies.
And several of them, heading
households in cities like Patna
andRanchi, say they don’t have
theluxuryofpackingupandgo-
ingback to theirvillages.
“If thestudentsdonotreturn

to school by July-August, things
will get worse for us,” says
Vidyasagar,a28-year-oldScience
teacher in Bihar’s Shekhpura
who is supporting his family
with loansandacreditcard.
“Schools are telling teachers

that they cannot pay salaries as
studentshavenotpaidfeessince

their parents have not got
salaries or are out of jobs,’’ says
ShabbirAli,whoheadsaprivate
schools teachers’ association in
Telangana.
“What can we do?” asks

SanjayKumar,whoownsAnkur
Public School in Danapur near
Patna. “We have started online
classes but over 70 per cent of
parents are still not able to pay
thefees.Manydon’thavesmart-
phones for their children to ac-
cesstheonlineclasses.Weareall
tryingnot to sink together.”
The Sunday Express tracked

down several private school
teachers, fromnorth to south—

andfoundallof themcaughtbe-
tween the Covid distress and
their dream of providing a bet-
ter life for their families.

MARAGANIRAMBABU,36
PRINCIPAL,KHAMMAM;
SALARY:Rs22,000,
NOW:ZERO
HewasinchargeofMillenium

English Medium School in
Telangana’s Khammam till the
lockdownwas announced and
theschoolmanagementdecided
thattheydon’tneedaprincipaltill
theschoolreopens.Withnoother
source of income to support his
wife, two children andmother,

Rambabu started a food stall
when the lockdownwas relaxed
on June 5. “It felt odd at first... I
bought a cartwithRs2,000, and
startedsellingidli,vadaanddosa,
alongwithmywife.Attheendof
the day, we make a profit of
aroundRs200,’’hesays.

BADETIRAVI,30
ENGLISH,NALGONDA;
SALARY:Rs16,000,
NOW:ZERO
Ravi was a teacher at

Krishnaveni English Medium
School in Nakrekal near
Nalgonda in Telangana. “The
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MaraganiRambabu,aprivateschoolprincipal,nowrunsa
foodcartwithhiswifeatSathupalliinKhammam.Express

Meet private school principal in Telangana, forced to sell idli on a cart

India’s hopes
up as 26/11
wanted Rana
re-held in US

PMO acknowledges:
This time, Chinese
came in much larger
strength to LAC
SHUBHAJITROY&
KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

WITHQUESTIONS being raised
about PrimeMinister Narendra
Modi’s remarks Friday that nei-
ther has anyone intruded into
Indian territory nor has anyone
captured anymilitary post, the
government made it clear
Saturday that his remarks per-
tainedtothesituationinGalwan
Valleyaftertheviolentclasheson
thenightof June15.
This came on the day Delhi

rejected Beijing’s claim to the
GalwanValley, underlining that
itwas going against its ownpo-
sition in thepast.
The PrimeMinister’s Office,

inastatement,saidthe“focusof
the PM’s remarks” at the all-
partymeeting Friday “were the
eventsof15JuneatGalwanthat
ledtothelossof livesof20Indian
militarypersonnel”andthat“at-
tempts are beingmade in some
quarters” to give it “amischie-
vous interpretation”.
“Thesacrificesof thesoldiers

of the 16 Bihar Regiment foiled
the attempt of the Chinese side
to erect structures and also
clearedtheattemptedtransgres-
sion at this point of the LAC on
thatday,” thePMOsaid.
“As regards transgression of

LAC,itwasclearlystatedthatthe
violence in Galwan on 15 June
arose becauseChinese sidewas
seeking to erect structures just
acrosstheLACandrefusedtode-
sist fromsuchactions.”

Hours later, Anurag
Srivastava,spokespersonforthe
Ministry of External Affairs,
while responding to the claim
by Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Zhao Lijian that
“GalwanValleyis locatedonthe
Chinesesideof theLineofActual
Control”,echoedthePMOstate-
ment.Hesaid “theChineseside
departed from these under-
standings in respect of the LAC
in the Galwan Valley area and
sought to erect structures just
across the LAC” and that
Beijing’s claim to Galwan “are
not in accordancewith China’s
own position in the past” – not
since the Sino-Indian war of
1962.
The PMO did, however, say
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MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi’sstatementattheall-party
meeting that nobody had en-
tered Indian territory triggered
apolitical firestormonSaturday
with the Opposition asking
whether he had “surrendered”
Indian territory toChina.
TheCongressaskedthegov-

ernment to immediately clarify
its position on China’s claim to
the entire Galwan Valley in
Ladakh.
“PMhas surrendered Indian

territory to Chinese aggression.

If the land was Chinese: why
wereoursoldierskilled?Where
were they killed,” senior
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
tweeted.
“China has nowclaimed the

entire Galwan Valley as theirs...
the Chinese are present in the
Galwan Valley. The Prime
Minister says there are no
Chinese troops in Indian terri-
tory. Keep the two statements
next to each other, the conclu-
sion is horrifying,” senior party
leaderPChidambaramsaid.
“Before we spell out those

horribleconclusions,Iwouldask
the government to answer

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Opp asks why Army
said opposite, why
silence on Pangong

SUSHANTSINGH
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

THEMOODontheLineofActual
Control has changed dramati-
cally ever since the death of 20
Indian soldiers in clashes with
Chinese troops in the Galwan
Valleyonthenightof June15.So
tense is the situation that there
is a possibility it could deterio-
rate rapidly should there be an-
other faceoff any timesoon.
The Galwan incident – the

first deaths on the Sino-Indian
borderin45years,andthemost
serious breakdown of the 1993
understandingbetweenthetwo

nuclear-armedneighbourswho
also agreed not to use firearms
alongtheirlargeandoftenunde-
fined border – has stalled the
processofdisengagementbythe
twosides inLadakh.
Moreworryingly,thecircum-

stancesofthedeathofthe20sol-
diers have increased chances of
anescalationintoamilitarycon-
flict on the LAC since adherence
to old protocols and SOPs will
nowbeveryhardtoenforce.
“If de-escalation does not

take place fast, the chances of
more such clashes taking place
will increase. When you have
troopseyeball-to-eyeball, there

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

LAC remains on edge,
fear of fresh flare-ups,
calls to de-escalate

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

ONE OF the key accused in the
26/11 Mumbai attacks, Taha-
wwurHussain Rana, is likely to
soon face extradition proceed-
ingsintheUSbasedonarequest
fromIndia.
Released recently after test-

ing positive for coronavirus,
Ranahasbeenre-arrestedbyUS
authorities based on a provi-
sionalrequestfromtheNational
InvestigationAgency.Thispaves
thewayforextraditionproceed-
ingstobeginagainsthiminaUS
court, sources said. India’s re-
questforhisextraditionhasbeen
pending foryears.
A Pakistan-born Canadian

citizen,Ranaisservinga14-year
sentence in the US for his in-
volvement in a terrorism plot

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA, JUNE20

ISSUINGAcallto“turnadversity
into opportunity”, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
Saturday launched the Garib
Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan, a skill-
based employment scheme
aimed primarily at migrant
workers who have returned to
theirvillagestoescapetheCovid
lockdowndistress.
“This programme is dedi-

cated to workers. We under-
stand your sentiments and also
yourneeds.Thisprogrammeisa
big platform to achieve this. So
far, you had beenmaking cities
shinewithyourefforts,nowyou
will boost your villages and lo-
calities,”Modi said.
With a 125-workdayman-

date to create public infrastruc-
ture,with the involvementof 11
central departments, the
Rs50,000-croreinitiativewillfo-
cusonjobcreationin116districts

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

After AAP pushback,
L-G changes order to
allow home isolation
MALLICAJOSHI
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

AFTER A strong pushback from
the Aam Aadmi Party govern-
ment, which included a stormy
meeting on Saturday, Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal
amended his order of Friday on
mandatory instutional quaran-
tine for those testing positive in
theCapital.
In a statement issued after a

second meeting on Saturday
eveningwith representativesof
the Delhi government, among
others, Baijal said only those
Covid-19patientswhodonotre-
quire hospitalisation or those
without“facilities forhomeiso-
lation”willhavetogoto institu-

tionalquarantinecentres.Those
testingpositivewill,however,be
referredtoCovidcarecentresfor
assessmentof theirclinicalcon-
dition,severityof illnessandco-
morbidities, thestatementsaid.
“Simultaneously,physicalas-

sessment will also be done
whether adequate facilities for
home isolation likeminimum
two rooms and a separate toilet
existsothatthefamilymembers
and neighbours are protected
andaclusterofcasesdoesnotde-
velopinthat locality. If adequate
facility forhomeisolationexists,
andthepersononclinicalassess-
ment does not require hospital-
ization,hewouldbeofferedtoei-
ther continue to stay in Covid
centre/ paid isolation facility

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

ArmyvehiclesnearLehonThursday,onwaytoEasternLadakh,whichsawaclashwithChinarecently.Wangailkaya

CHINESESOUGHTTOERECTSTRUCTURESJUSTACROSSLAC:MEA

Govt rejectsChinaclaim toGalwan, saysPM’s
no-intruder remarkwasonsituationafter clash

LOCKDOWN
DAY
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CONCERN
DELHI:More

than 3,000 new
cases on Friday. Set
to overtake Tamil
Nadu case load

CAUTION
HARYANA: The
numbers had been
going down, but
more than 200 in
last two days

A GLIMMER
TRIPURA: One of
the fastest growing
not too long ago,

growth now below 3
per cent

KEYSTATES
TOWATCH
■Maharashtra
■Gujarat
■Delhi
■TamilNadu
■Bihar
■WestBengal

TOTAL
CASES
1,24,331
26,198
53,116
54,449
7,290
13,090

DOUBLING
RATE**

24.06
33.36
13.40
16.96
27.82
20.20

SURGEIN
24HRS
3,827
538
3,137
2,115
250
355

7-DAYAVG.
GROWTH*

2.99%
2.16%
5.37%
4.25%
2.59%
3.56%

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

CASES:
3,95,048

RECOVERED:2,13,830 |DEATHS: 12,948
TESTS:66,16,496 |DOUBLINGRATE:20.16**

*CompoundedDailyGrowthRateover last7days **Calculatedover7-daygrowth

BasedondailydatabyCentre, ICMR, stategovernments
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Unlock,unlock,unlock,
PMModirecentlytold
CMs.Beginningtoday,
TheIndianExpressdrops
anchorinBhagalpurto
trackthisunlockdown
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SANJANABHALERAO
MUMBAI, JUNE20

DHARAVI,the2,400-squareme-
ter slum sprawl, which had
emerged as a Covid-19 hot spot
inMumbaibymid-April,andhad
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) deeplywor-
ried, haswitnessed a steadyde-
clineinthenumberofnewcases
in June.OnSaturday, addition to
caseswas in single digit for the
firsttimesincetheareareported
its firstcaseonApril1.
The drop in new cases in

Dharavi is characterised by a
steepfall inthedoublingtimeof
18days in the lastweekof April
to 78 days as of June 19. At 78
days, ithasthelongestdoubling
time inMumbai, where overall
the cases are now estimated to
double in34days.
OnApril 1, Dharavi reported

its first Covid-19 case and also
the first death due to the virus,
albeit in amulti-storey residen-
tialcomplexinBaligaNagarwith
good sanitisation facility and
scope for social distancing. But
alarmbells rang four days later,

when thevirus found itsway to
one of the largest and most

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Fromroping inprivate
and localmedicalpracti-
tioners toclassifying
everyCovid-19contact
as ‘highrisk’ given the
density in theDharavi
slums, theBrihan-
mumbaiMunicipal
Corporation tookbold
andsmart callsover the
last twomonths.

Makingofa
newmodelE●EX
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NEWDELHI, JUNE20

SWARAJ INDIA president
Yogendra Yadav, student leader
KawalpreetKaurandadvocateD
S Bindra find mention in a
chargesheet filed by the Delhi
Policeinthemurdercaseofhead
constableRattanLal (42)during
the riots in Northeast Delhi in
February.
While the three are not part

of the list of 17 accused, the
chargesheetstatesthatthe“links
of the organisers of the (Chand
Bagh) protest sitewith the likes
of D S Bindra (AIMIM),
Kawalpreet Kaur (AISA),
Devangana Kalita (Pinjra Tod),
Safoora, Yogendra Yadav, etc it-
self indicates a hidden agenda
behind theviolence”.

According to police, the
ChandBaghprotesthadbeengo-
ingonsincemid-January.
As per the chargesheet, on

February24,“seriouscommunal
riots took place in Northeast
Delhi, in whichmore than 750
cases were registered, 53 per-
sons lost their lives, including
headconstableRattanLalof the
DelhiPolice”.
The chargesheet states: “Lal,

alongwithACP (Gokalpuri) and
DCP(Shahdara)andsomeother
policeofficials,waspresentclos-
est to the protest site at Chand
Bagh.Apparently,duringtheat-
tackbymob, he couldnot jump
over the five-feet-talldivideron

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

The Dharavi unlock:
How daily new cases
down to single digit

Doublingrate inslumnow
longest inMumbai. ExpressMake villages shine

now: PM at launch of
job scheme for poor

Constable’s death in riots:
Delhi Police chargesheet
mentions Yogendra Yadav
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READY,DETERMINED,
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Hesays, ‘Myspeeches inpublic...
pointoutonethat incitedviolence’

PMModilaunchesGaribKalyanRojgarAbhiyaanSaturday.ANI

New Delhi
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CLARIFICATIONS &
CORRECTIONS

19.06.20,PAGE1

RESPONDINGTOareport inThe IndianExpress ti-
tled ‘‘ForClass10,NCERT lists topics for self-study,
nomarking", a spokesperson for theNCERTsent the
followingrejoinderSaturday: “Thearticle is anat-
tempt tomisguidestudents, teachersandparents in
thisCOVID-19period...NCERThasnotpublished
anyguideline,or issuedcircularor sharedwith
public thecontent,which thisarticle reports.
Therefore, thisarticle isbaselessanduntrue.Given
thesensitivityof the issues related tosyllabusand
textbookswhichhasbearingonmore than25crore
students,NCERTattempts togo throughanumber
of steps including thoroughdiscussionnotonly in-
ternallybutalsowithoutsideexperts.NCERTalso
discusseswithstates’ educational agencies includ-
ingschooleducationboardsbefore finalizingany
document."

The IndianExpressreplies:Thereport clearly
states that theNCERThaspreparedadraftdocu-
ment that is "still underdiscussionandcouldun-
dergo furtherchanges."
The IndianExpresshasaccessed the13-page

draft that lists, subject-wise, topicsandthemes that
Class10studentscancover through“self-study, as-
signmentsorprojects” thisyear. Itskeypointswere
highlighted in the report. Thisdraftwascirculated
within theNCERTthisweek.The IndianExpress
standsby its report.
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Willvirtual reality
helpsports survive
post-pandemic?
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

InthelatestepisodeoftheExpressSports
podcast,wetalkabouthowsports
broadcastersaretryingtoreinvent
themselveswiththehelpofvirtualreality.
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26/11 wanted
againstaDanishnewspaperandfor
providingmaterial support to the
Lashkar-e-Taiba. The 59-year-old
residentofChicagowasarrestedin
2009 on charges of plotting the
26/11terrorattacks.
In2013,Ranawassentencedto

14yearsofimprisonment,followed
byfiveyearsofsupervisedrelease.
“Hewasrecentlyreleasedafter

hereportedthathehadtestedpos-
itive for Covid-19. Following this
theUSauthoritieson June10exe-
cuted our request for his provi-
sional arrest. This paves theway
for his extradition proceedings to
begin in a competent court in the
US,” anNIAofficer said.
Sincehe cannot be tried for of-

fences he has already been con-
victedforintheUS, Indiaisseeking
extradition of Ranaon the ground
that he was actively involved in
planning an attack on the New
Delhi-based National Defence
CollegeandChabadHouses insev-
eralcities.Thereisalsoaforgerycase
registeredagainsthiminIndia.
In case India and the US had

failed tobegin theextraditionpro-
ceedings,Ranawouldhavebeende-
portedtoCanada.

LAC on edge
is a lot of tension, anger, and any
smallincidentcanflareup,”former
ArmyChief General VPMalik told
TheSundayExpress.
AtthetimeoftheclashesonJune

15, the soldierswere armed—and
with ammunition, as perArmyof-
ficers—butdidnotopen fire inac-
cordancewiththeestablishedprac-
ticeontheLAC.Thedecisiontonot
openfirehascomeunderheavycrit-
icism,especiallyfrommilitaryveter-
ans,andisunlikelytoberepeatedif
anotherclashtakesplace.
Andthechancesofanotherclash

arehighastroopsremaindeployed
in proximity atmultiple locations
alongtheLAC.This risk is thehigh-
est at Pangong Tso, where latest
satellite imagery shows new
Chineseoutpostsandforwardposi-
tions, that sit exactly on the ridge-
lineseparatingthetwoforces.
In the current environment of

high tension and anger, the next
brawl is unlikely to remain limited
tofisticuffs,pushingandjostling,or
fightingwithsticksandstones.
The rules of engagement have

never prohibited opening of fire if
thelivesofsoldiersareatstake,and
thatmessagehasgonehome toall
soldiersandcommandersatavery
highcostthisweek.
The1967NathuLaconflictbe-

tween India and China started
with pushing and jostling, before
a Chinese soldier opened fire and
shotdeadtheIndianCommanding
Officer. Soon, it escalated touseof
mediumartillery.
InNathuLa, the faceoffwas at

a single location and both sides
hadlimitedweaponryattheirdis-
posal. Now, the tensions are high
across the border and the avail-
ability of modern weaponry is
likely to make any escalation
muchworse thanNathuLa.
“Military-level talks at various

levelsareunlikelytoyieldanyper-
ceptibleresults.Anamicablereso-
lutionisnowpossibleonlythrough
diplomaticandpoliticalchannels,”
formerArmyChiefGeneralBikram
Singhsaid.Whilecommanderson
the ground can reinforce adher-
ence to existing protocols, that is
unlikelytoprovideananswer.The
solution lies in early disengage-
ment by both armies, which can
onlybeachievedatapoliticallevel.

WITHMANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA

PM on villages
in six states—UP,MP, Jharkhand,
Odisha,RajasthanandBihar--that
sawthemaximumnumberofmi-
grantworkers returning over the
last threemonths.
With32ofBihar's38districtson

the list, the schemewas launched
fromKhagaria's Telihar panchayat
by the PrimeMinister via video-
conferencing from Delhi, along
with the chief ministers of five of
thestatesinvolvedandarepresen-
tativeof theOdishagovernment.

Striking a personal note at the
launch,Modi said that he “got this
idea from a quarantine centre in
Unnao(UP)wheremigrantworkers
gave a facelift to the school with
theirwhitewashingskills”.
Praisingtheworkersfor“stand-

ingstrong”,thePrimeMinistersaid
thatwhiletheCentralgovernment
hadbeentryingtogivejobstopeo-
pleintheirhomestates, ithadalso
been looking to boost rural econ-
omyandinfrastructure.
He flagged someof his govern-

ment’skeyinitiatives,includingJan
Dhan,enablingtransferof relief.
During the video-conference,

Modi also interactedwith some
workers who had returned to
Khagaria from other states and
managed to obtain jobs. Referring
tooneof them, Smita Umari,who
has started bee-keeping, he said,
"Wehavetoimporthoneyandwax.
Youhavechosentherightbusiness."
Earlier, Bihar Chief Minister

Nitish Kumar said: “After what
people from Bihar went through
in other states, most of them de-
sire to work here.” Kumar also
called on the PM to provide “spe-
cialrelief forsettingupindustries”.

L-G changes order
(hotelsetc),orcanoptforhomeiso-
lation,”theL-Gsaidinastatement.
TheL-Galsosaiditwaspossible

that “individuals (who)mayhave
moderate tosevere illnessnecessi-
tating hospitalization” can be
missedif theyareisolatedathome.
Baijal, who heads the Delhi

DisasterManagement Authority
(DDMA), had passed an order on
Friday,whichmadeafive-dayinsti-
tutional quarantinemandatory for
anyonewhotestspositive,irrespec-
tive of whether the person has
symptomsornot.TheDelhigovern-
menthadobjected,raisingissuesof
infrastructure and the likely reluc-
tanceamongpeopletogettestedfor
fearof institutionalquarantine.
OnSaturday,theissuecameup

at twomeetings between DDMA
members,with Baijal, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
Deputy CMManish Sisodia in at-
tendance. “Thedoubts theLGhad
regarding home isolation have
beenclearedandthepracticewill

continue.We are thankful to the
LG for this,” Sisodia tweeted after
thesecondmeeting.
Sources said the rethink hap-

penedafter thedecisionwas criti-
cised bynot just theAAP, but also
formerbureaucratsandthepublic.
“Voices from several quarters

saidthiswasagainsttheprotocolbe-
ingfollowedinternationally.Former
bureaucrats aswell asdoctors said
themovewould overwhelm the
present system,” said a senior offi-
cialwhodidnotwanttobenamed.
The L-G, however, stuck to his

Friday order ondiscontinuing the
servicesof aprivatecallcentrethat
had been roped in tomake daily
callstothoseunderhomeisolation.

Constable’s death
theWazirabad road, andcollapsed
afterbeingshotatandhitbystones.”
The chargesheet mentions

that Lal was “beatenwith sticks,
rods...HewastakentoGTBhospi-
tal where he was declared
broughtdead.”Hispost-mortem
was conducted on February 25,
and,asper thechargesheet, “it re-
vealed that he had died due to
gunshot injury. Inall, hehadsus-
tained 21 injuries on his body”.
TheCrimeBranchofDelhiPolice

filed the chargesheet before
MetropolitanMagistrate Rakesh
KumarRampurionJune8.
The17accused in Lal’smurder

are between the ages of 18 and50
years,andwhilemostareresidents
of Chand Bagh, some are from
neighbouringareaslikePremNagar,
MustafabadandJagatpuri.
In the chargesheet, Yadav's

namealsoappearsinthestatement
of awitness from theChandBagh
protest site: “...Protest startedhere.
Peoplefromoutsidewerecalledand
advocate Bhanu Pratap, Bindra,
Yadav andmany students of JNU,
Jamia andDUused to come,who
used to speak against the govern-
ment andNRCandwould say that
Muslims should be anxious. This
continuedfromJanuarytoFebruary
24,for50days”.
Underthesectionthatmentions

the role of one of the accused and
the evidence against him, the
chargesheet states, “He is ac-
quainted with Kawalpreet Kaur

(AISA), Devangana Kalita (Pinjra
Tod), Safoora, YogendraYadav, etc
whousedtovisittheprotestsiteand
deliverhatespeechesandinstigate
thepublictobeviolent”.
YadavtoldTheIndianExpress,

“Everything that I spoke is in the
public domain. Please point out
one instance where I have di-
rectly or indirectly incited vio-
lenceof anykind."Kaur said that
she "will go through the
chargesheetandthencomment”.
Advocate Bindra is alsomen-

tionedas“oneoftheconspirators”in
the chargesheet. “It has been re-
vealedthatheputupacommunity
kitchen 'langar' at Chand Bagh at
first. Hewas joined by some local
residentswhomwemaytermaslo-
calorganisers.Conspiratorswerein
frequenttouchwiththelocalorgan-
isers since the inception of the
protestsitetilltheviolencebrokeout
onFebruary24,”itstates.
Inthechargesheet,policeclaim

that the “riot at this site was the
handiwork of Bindra, Salman
Siddiqui,SalimKhan,SalimMunna,
Shahdab, andAthar and others in
cahootswith local rioters”. Three
witnesses, in the chargesheet,
claimthat“ontherequestofBindra
andothers”,arrangementssuchas
“tent” and “langarwere prepared
for theprotesters”.
Bindra told The Indian Express,

“I havebeenorganising langar for
fiveyears, andI receivedarequest
foroneatChandBagh... I don't re-
member the date. I only organise
langar,howamIresponsibleforvi-
olence?” Delhi Police PRO MS
Randhawa declined to comment
onthechargesheet.

Dharavi ‘unlock’
denseslumclusters,MukundNagar.
Controlling the spreadof infection
in anarea,where9-10people stay
ina10x10sqftroom,wasseenasal-
mostimpossible.
BMCswungintoaction:within

48hours,itbarricadedtheentrance
andexittotheslumcluster,carried
out disinfection of 425 public toi-
lets,begandoor-to-doorscreening,
andprovidedfoodtopeople inthe
firstmonthof thelockdown.
Induecourse, itbroughtinpri-

vatepractitioners to create anen-

vironment of trust. Fever camps
were set up to isolate vulnerable
people,andshifthigh-riskcontacts
to institutional quarantine. The
civicbodyalsotookoversomepri-
vatehospitals toexpand facilities.
Now, a steady decline in cases

haspromptedBMCtoconsideran
‘unlock’planforDharavi.Thismay
includeopeningof small-scale in-
dustries, and pottery work with
minimum staff. The focus is now
downto just fourhotspots.
The total number of Covid-19

cases in Dharavi now stands at
2,158.Itsdailygrowthrateis1.57%,
comparedwiththecity’s3%.After
no deaths betweenMay 30 and
June 8, seven deaths since have
takenthetotaltoll inDharavito79.
In the initialweeks,with agar-

gantuan task of screening the 8.5
lakhpopulation, theBMCstaff car-
riedoutdoor-to-doorscreening.But
manywerenon-responsive.“People
liedaboutthenumberof themina
house, aboutmedical conditions,”
saidacommunityhealthvolunteer.
So, the civic body roped in350

privateandlocalpractitioners,pro-
vided them PPE kits, and asked
themtoopenclinics;nineBMCdis-
pensarieswerealsoincludedalong
with fever camps, bringing detec-
tiontothedoorstepofpeople.
“The 350 local practitioners

workedasabridge.Peoplefollowed
their instructions diligently,” said
Kiran Dighavkar, Assistant
MunicipalCommissionerofadmin-
istrativeG-Northward,which in-
cludesMahim,DharaviandDadar.
This approach yielded divi-

dends. Local authoritieswere able
toscreen3.6lakhpeopleapartfrom
another1.2lakhseniorcitizens.
“Since patients were isolated

early, they could be monitored,
thusavoidinga rise in themortal-
ity rate,”Dighavkarsaid.TheBMC
has conductedaround7,000 tests
ofhigh-riskcontactsfromDharavi
till date, and an additional 2,000-
2,500 testsarebeingdone.
BMCofficialssaidtheexodusof

migrantworkersfromDharavialso
meant lesser number of cases.
Dighavkar said around 70% of
Dharavi’s population comprises
dailywageearners,ofwhich,over
1 lakharemigrantworkers.

Thecivicbodyalsochanged its
strategy on classifying contacts of
Covid-19patientsfollowingdelib-
erationswithavisiting teamfrom
theCentre.Earlier,around15high-
riskcontactsofeverypatientwere
quarantined. Until the second
weekofMay,patientcontactswere
classified as high- and low-risk.
Later all contacts staying in slum
settlementsandusedcommunity
toiletswereconsideredhigh-risk.
Now, most new cases are of

high-riskcontacts.

Food cart to farm
school management told me
there isnoneedtocometoschool
unless called. I have not got my
salarysinceApril.A friend,whois
an insurance agent, introduced
me to a few companies and I am
now selling insurance policies,’’
he says, adding that he earns
about Rs 5,000, which is “not
enough”tosupportafamilyof six.

LAGANLAALMAHATO,40
SOCIALSCIENCE,RANCHI
SALARY:RS5,000.NOW:ZERO
HetaughtstudentsuptoClass8

atSaraswati SishuVidyaMandirat
Ranchi in Jharkhand and used to
earn Rs 5,000 a month. Mahato
stoppedreceivinghissalaryinApril,
and now works on his 1.5-acre
paddyfieldwithhisfamilyofofsix,
includinghiswife, their three chil-
dren—theeldest isacollege-going
son—andhisfather.“Untillastyear,
Iusedtohirelabourers,”hesays.

MUTUKLAAL,68
MATHEMATICS,RANCHI
SALARY:RS4,930.NOW:ZERO
Heisoneofthefoundingmem-

bers of PrastaavitUcchaVidyalaya
inRanchi,withabout500students.
HelastreceivedhissalaryofRs4,930
inApril,andisdependentonhisson
who runs amobile repair shop. "I
don'thavemoneytobuyevenacup
oftea,”hesays.“Ourschoolcharges
onlyRs150-200per student in tu-
itionfees.Butthestudentscan'tpay
now,” saysLaal,whostayswithhis
familyofthreeinSukruhuttuvillage.

ABHISHEKRANJAN,31
IT,PATNA
SALARY:RS18,000.NOW:RS9,000
WithanadditionalincomeofRs

5,000-7,000fromtuition,Ranjanwas
“livinghappily”atarentedhomein
Danapurwithhiswifeandtheirfour-
year-son."ButsinceApril,theschool
has been giving us only half our
salaries.Ihadtosendmywifeandson
tomyparentsinGaya,wheremyfa-
ther is a smalltime farmergrowing
grainandvegetables.Ihavesavedon
Rs3,000,whichwasspentonmilk
everymonth,andRs2,500onrations.
Ihavestoppedeatingnon-vegetar-
ian,andgetriceandwheatfrommy
village,”hesays.Ranjanislookingfor
hometuitionbuthasnotgotanyre-
sponsefromparentswhoarefearful
ofaCovidspike.

VIDYASAGAR,28
SCIENCE,SHEKHPURA
SALARY:RS25,000.NOW:ZERO
Vidyasagarsupportsafamilyof

seven,includingagedparentsanda
youngerbrotherwhoispursuingan
ITIcourse.Butwithoutasalarysince
April,hehasnotbeenabletopayhis
brother's fee.Thesedays,hetravels
22kmdailyonhisbiketoreachhis
workplace, Usha Public School in
Shekhpura,onpetrolpaidbycredit
card, so thathecanconductonline
classes. “We led a comfortable life
before the lockdown. And I had
takenaloanofaboutRs1.25lakhfor
other purposes. But now, I have
takenanotherloanofRs30,000...no
salarymeansmoreloans,”hesays.
Howlongwillthisdistresslastis

anybody'sguess.Ownersofsomeof
theschoolssaythattheydon'twant
toputpressureonstudentsbecause
their parentsmay have lost their
jobs. "Wewant to give themsome
timebutwedon'thavethereserves
tolastforlong.Wearealsoworried
thatmanymay drop out and join
governmentschools,"saystheman-
agingdirector of a school in Patna.
"Noone talks about uswhen they
discuss a stimulus package, allwe
candoistowaitandhope."
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Govt rejects China claim to Galwan

Opposition parties ask why Army said opposite

the all-party meeting was in-
formed that “this time, Chinese
forces have come inmuch larger
strength to the LAC and that the
Indianresponseiscommensurate”.
This is the first time that the

PMO has mentioned the large
Chinese presence. On June 2,
DefenceMinister Rajnath Singh,
inaninterviewtoNews18TV,said
“the Chinese have come in size-
able numbers (achchi khaasi
sankhya). Butwhatever needs to
bedone, Indiahasalsodone”.
On Friday, Modi told the all-

partymeeting that neither has
anyone intruded into Indian ter-
ritory nor has anyone captured
anymilitarypost.
ThePrimeMinister, thePMO

said, “wasclearthat Indiawould
respond firmly to any attempts
to transgress the Line of Actual
Control (LAC). In fact, he specifi-

callyemphasizedthatincontrast
to the past neglect of such chal-
lenges, Indian forces now deci-
sively counter any violations of
LAC (unhe rokte hain, unhe tokte
hain)... The words of Prime
Minister ‘Those who tried to
transgressourlandweretaughta
befittinglessonbyourbravesons
ofsoil’,succinctlysummedupthe
ethosandthevaluesofourarmed
forces...WhatisIndianterritoryis
clear from themapof India. This
Government is strongly and res-
olutelycommittedtothat.Insofar
as there is some illegal occupa-
tion,theAPMwasbriefedingreat
detail howover the last 60years,
morethan43,000sqkmhasbeen
yielded under circumstances
withwhich this country is well
aware.Itwasalsomadeclearthat
this Governmentwill not allow
anyunilateralchangeoftheLAC,”

thePMOsaid.
“Atatimewhenourbravesol-

diers are defending our borders,
itisunfortunatethatanunneces-
sarycontroversy isbeingcreated
to lower theirmorale. However,
thepredominantsentimentatthe
AllPartyMeetingwasofunequiv-
ocal support to the Government
andthearmedforcesata timeof
national crisis.We are confident
that the unity of the Indian peo-
ple will not be undermined by
motivatedpropaganda,” it said.
Later in the day, MEA

spokesperson Srivastava said:
“The positionwith regard to the
GalwanValleyareahasbeenhis-
torically clear. Attempts by the
Chinese side tonowadvanceex-
aggerated and untenable claims
withregardto(LAC)therearenot
acceptable.Theyarenotinaccor-
dancewithChina’sownposition.”

On casualties in the Galwan
Valley incident, Srivastava said
“Chinese troops took violent ac-
tionson15June2020thatdirectly
resultedincasualties”—theMEA
on June 16 had said “both sides
sufferedfromcasualties”.
Meanwhile, the Prime

Minister, speaking at the launch
ofGaribKalyanRojgarYojanavia
Saturday,said:“Thecountrytakes
prideinthesacrificemadebythe
brave soldiers in Ladakh. Today
when I am talking to people to
Bihar, I can saywith pride that it
wasparakram (valour)of thesol-
diersofBiharRegiment,andevery
Bihari isproudof it.”
Modi said: “Let me assure

familiesofsoldiersthatthecoun-
tryhasbeenwithyou,thecountry
has been with its Army, and is
committedtothebrightfutureof
the familiesof soldiers.”

China’s claim todayandnotwait
until tomorrow... so that our po-
sition ismadeclear,”hesaid.
Saying that Modi’s remarks

had“leftallofusconfused”about
the thinking in the government,
senior Congress leader Anand
Sharmasaiditamountsto“denial
of thegravity”of thesituation.
OtherOppositionpartiesalso

questionedModi’sremarks.“The
nation stands with the govern-
mentagainst the incursions.But
was the incident in which our
soldiersweremartyredanincur-
sion? If not, then why did the
MEA ask for status quo ante? Is
Galwan Valley Indian or not?”
said the Samajwadi Party’s

AkhileshYadav.
“MrModi should first make

uphismind and then speak, un-
lesshisattemptwastomisleadall
the political parties andweaken
ourposition indiplomatic talks,”
saidCPI(M)’sSitaramYechury.
CPI leader D Raja asked how

Modicouldbeso“ambivalent”on
suchasensitiveissue.“Theleaders
weremisledinaway.Whetherto-
day’s clarificationwas correct or
yesterday’s statementwas cor-
rect…nobodyknows,”hesaid.
“In his presentation, the

ForeignMinister highlighted the
intrusion.Howcanhe(PM)make
such an asatya bhashan (false
speech).Heshouldnot indulge in

jumlebaazi on border-related is-
sues," said a leaderwho partici-
patedintheall-partymeeting.
Rejecting the government's

clarification, the Congress called
ita“lameattempttoobfuscatethe
truth”. “Why is the government
notcomingforwardandstrongly
rebutting theChinese claimover
GalwanValley? If Chinese troops
are present there, does it not
amount to occupation of Indian
territory?Also,whyisthegovern-
ment silent on intrusions in the
PangongTsoarea,”spokesperson
RandeepSurjewalasaid.
Addressingapressconference,

Chidambaram said: “The PM’s
statement clearly runs counter to

what the Army chief said, runs
counter to what the Defence
Minister said— that theChinese,
in large numbers, have entered
India—andcontradictswhat the
ForeignMinistersaid,thatwewant
restorationofstatusquoante.”
Asking if Modi had “given a

cleanchittoChina”,hesaid:“Ifno
Chinese troops crossed the LAC...
whatwasthe‘face-off’onMay5-
6? BetweenMay 5 and June 6,
whatwas the issue onwhich lo-
cal Indian commanders were
talking to their Chinese counter-
parts?...Where did the clashes
takeplaceonJune15-16?Where
were20Indiansoldierskilledand
85injured?”

Katihar: A police team is in Punjab to ensure that
summons issued by a court here against Congress
MLANavjot Singh Sidhu in connectionwith a case
filed lastyear forviolationofmodelcodeof conduct
is served on the cricketer-turned-politician, a sen-
ior official said on Saturday.
Katihar SP Vikas Kumar said the two-member

teamhas been camping outside the former Punjab
minister'sresidenceinAmritsarforthepastcoupleof
days, but neither Sidhu is present nor anybody else
has received thesummonsonhisbehalf.
Sidhuwas booked for violatingmodel code of

conductinAprillastyearandbannedfromcampaign-
ingfor72hoursbytheECduringtheLokSabhapolls
for controversial remarks he hadmade at a rally in
supportof formerUnionministerTariqAnwar,who
was theCongresscandidate fromKatihar.PTI

POLLCODEBREACH

2 Bihar policemen in Punjab
to serve summons to Sidhu

New Delhi
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DELHI POLICE head constable
Rattan Lal (42), whowas killed
duringtheriots thatbrokeout in
NortheastDelhi on February 24,
suffered 21 injuries onhis body,
anddied of "hemorrhagic shock
asaresultofante-morteminjury
tolungsproducedbyprojectileof
rifledfirearm”.
Asperthechargesheetfiledin

the murder case of Lal by the
Delhi Police, the head constable
suffered "abrasions, lacerated
woundsonhishands,fingers,up-
per eyelids, left eyebrow, ears,
knees, legsandkneejoints”.
On February 24, Delhi Police

received information that "anti-
CAAprotesters are sittingon the
sliproadofWazirabadroad...and
theyareveryaggressive”.Aspera
statement recorded froman in-
juredpoliceman,constableSunil
of Dayalpur police station, "DCP
ShahdaraAmitSharmawaspres-

enttherewithhisstaff...around1
pm, protesters came to the
Wazirabadmain road so senior
officerspresenttheretriedtocon-
vincethemnotto...thecrowdhad
sticks, baseball sticks, iron rods
andstones."
As per the statement in the

chargesheet,"ACPGokalpuriand
DCP Shahdarawarned the pro-
testersagain...somepeoplefrom
thecrowdpeltedstonesatthepo-
lice party... They had hidden
sticks, baseball, iron rods in the
tent and started beating police
andpassers-by."

Thestatementmentionsthat
therewerealargenumberofpro-
testers and they snatched "gas
shells" and "lathis" frompolice
personnel and started beating
themup.
"The crowd, including some

women, started hitting ACP
Gokalpuri,DCPShahdara,andHC
Rattan Lal... theywere hit with
stones and sticks. All three fell
there and heavy stone pelting
happenedduetowhichtheyhurt
their head and therewas heavy
bleeding," said the statementby
constableSunil.
The chargesheet mentions

thatDCPShahdarareceivedseri-
ous injuries alongwith several
other personnel. Protesters
started"peltingstonesatthepo-
liceofficialsunwarranted...Some
were lucky as theywere able to
jumpoffthefivefeethighdivider
but some got stuck and were
dreadfully lynched. Thesepolice
officialscollapsedthenandthere.
The violence was ferocious,"
readsthechargesheet.

REVISEDPRICINGAPPROVED

ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,JUNE20

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR Anil
BaijalSaturdayapprovedtherec-
ommendations by an expert
committeeforcappingCovid-19
treatment cost in private hospi-
talsinthecity.Thecommittee,led
by NITI Aayogmember Dr V K
Paul,hadfixedtheratesforisola-
tionbedsandICUbedswithand
without ventilator at Rs 8,000-
10,000, 13,000-15,000 and
15,000-18,000respectively.
Thedecisionwasapprovedin

a meeting by Delhi Disaster
ManagementAuthority(DDMA),
headedbytheLG,whichwasalso
attended by Chief Minister
ArvindKejriwal.
As per the approved guide-

lines,thechargeswillbeapplica-
ble toallbeds till60%of the total
capacityofahospital.Earlier,hos-

pitalswere charging Rs 24,000-
25,000 for an isolation bed, Rs
34,000-43,000 for an ICU bed
without ventilator, and Rs
44,000-54,000 for an ICU bed
with ventilator, excluding PPE
charges.
“The rates recommended for

private hospital bedswould be
all-inclusive... The package rates
would include cost of medical
care for underlying co-morbid
conditions...for the duration of
careforCovid,”astatementbythe
LGhousestated.
The guidelinesweredecided

onadaythecitysaw3,630cases
and 77 deaths.While the total
cases are now56,746, the num-
berofpeoplethathaverecovered
rose to 31,294, boosted by 7,725
people recovering between
Thursday and Friday. The recov-
eryratehasjumpedto55.1%and
the total activecases inDelhi are
now23,340.

Asmany as 5,981people are
admitted in hospitals of which
3,601areinprivatehospitals.The
decisiontocaptreatmentcharges
was taken after complaints by
Covid-19patientsagainstprivate
hospitals forchargingexorbitant
ratesfortreatment.
The Delhi government in a

statement said ithadpushed for
increasing the number of beds
with the capped rates after the
Centre recommended reserving
alowerpercentageofbeds.
“After deliberations, it was

unanimouslydecidedtocapprice
of all thereservedbedsforCovid
patientswhichwill benefit the
commonmanandleavenoscope
for arbitrary overcharging,” said
the statement. The state health
departmenthasalsobeenasked
to set up an efficient system for
feedbackandgrievanceredressal
soastostrictlyensureimplemen-
tationof therecommendations.

“The committee's recom-
mendations in respect of treat-
ment charges are encouraging.
However,wedonot know if the

rates subsumethecostsofman-
aging co-morbidities, high-end
medicines, and investigations…
GiventhenatureofCovid-19,se-

verely-affectedpatientsareexpe-
riencing lengthy admissions…
Even at these rates, the costs to
Covidpatientswillnotbeafford-

able,” saidMalini Asola, the co-
convenor of the All India Drug
ActionNetwork,agroupassisting
Covidpatientsacrossthecountry.
“While we support trans-

parency of pricing, hospitals are
incurringconsiderablyincreased
expensesonbothnon-Covidand
Covidpatientcare.Itisimportant
toensurethereisnocompromise
inthequalityofcareorthesafety
of healthcare professionals.We,

therefore,requestthecommittee
toreviewtherecommendations,”
FortisHealthcaresaid.
Dr Harish Pillai, Member,

FICCIHealthServicesCommittee,
said the body had suggested a
pricing structurewhichwas ig-
nored. “Forcingprivatehospitals
toacceptarbitrarypricingwillre-
sult inmore hardships and also
push several units into financial
distressandclosure,”hesaid.

3,601peopleareundergoingtreatment inprivatehospitals in thecity.GajendraYadav

HeadconstableRattanLal

Mob had hidden sticks and iron
rods: Cop murder chargesheet

CORONAVIRUS IN THECAPITAL

TOTAL CASES:56,746 | NEWCASES:3,630
Cases Recovered Deaths Tests

June18 2,877 3,884 65 8,726
June19 3,137 1,828 66 13,074
June20 3,630 7,725 77 17,533
Total 23,340* 31,294 2,112 3,51,909

*Total active cases

CaponCovid treatmentcost, hospital concerns remain
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ADVERTORIAL

THE CULINARY ethos of Delhi is
incomplete without the men-
tion of ‘Bikanervalas’, who

came to Delhi in 1950 to share their
traditional gourmet delights with
the Delhi denizens. Their success
journey echoes the spirit of our In-
dian value system and generational
business environs. Moreover, the
brand’s success story also reflects its
adaptability to amalgamate Indian
traditions and modern technology,
morphing a simple sweet shop into a
world-renowned brand name.
Shyam Sunder Aggarwal, Man-
aging Director, Bikanervala Foods
Pvt Ltd, shares “We believe in serving
quality food over aggregating profit
margins and our brand ‘Bikanervala’
lives by this credo.Today, we want to
assure our customers that our work-
ing environment is 100% safe
amidst a well-facilitated centralised
kitchen, to ensure that you have a
healthy eating experience in these
uncertain times brought on by the
COVID-19 pandemic.”

What is the history behind
starting Bikanervala?

Our family business started way
back 115 years ago with a sweets
and savoury shop called ‘Lalji’ in
Bikaner, Rajasthan. ‘Bikanervala’
came into existence when in 1950
my father and uncle moved to Delhi
in search of new avenues to explore
business expansion. At first, both of
them set up a stall in Chandni
Chowk, one of the oldest and busiest
markets in old Delhi, to sell sweets.
Later they set up a small shop under
the name of Bikaner Bhujia Bhandar
in Paranthe Wali Gali.

The Delhiites loved the taste of all
our ancestral recipes of namkeens
and sweets and started addressing
us by the name of ‘Bikanervala’ and
thus a new brand was born under
the aegis and loving care of my fa-
ther and uncle. So, in a sense, the
brand in its present form came into
existence in 1950, seven decades
ago.

In the 1960s, both the brothers in-
creased the company’s product line
and included many more new vari-
eties of namkeens and sweets, and
opened several outlets in prominent

parts of Delhi, including the one in
Karol Bagh. It was in 1965 that I
gravitated towards the family busi-
ness upon the insistence of my fa-
ther. I was just 16 years old then and
had just finished high school.

I learnt the art of family business
from my father and other masters of
trade, and thus started experiment-
ing with the products. I recall vividly
that at the time Delhiites were un-
aware of Kaju Barfi or Sponge Ras-
gulla, and so we introduced them to
Delhiites.

In the 1980s, seeing the scope and
realising the need to expand, we
opened several outlets in various
parts of the country. In 1996, we
went global and currently operate a
number of outlets across the globe,
including franchised ones. Our first
franchise came up in Nepal around
25 years ago. However, we still have
a long way to go and our relentless
approach to maintain quality re-
mains deeply embedded in all our
endeavours.

How many outlets do you
have currently in India and
abroad?

Today, we have become a house-
hold name with over 110 outlets
spread across the length and
breadth of the country. Our brand
enjoys a global presence with 27
outlets operating in UAE, Nepal,
New Zealand, Singapore and the
USA.

What are your plans for the
next 5 years considering the ‘Vo-
cal for Local’ push as initiated by
the Government of India?

Given the humongous challenges
posed by the COVID-19 pandemic,
our goal currently is to ensure safety
and security of our workers, staff
and, primarily, the customers. In the
next 5 years, our plans are to expand
our reach in the western and south-
ern parts of India.As soon as we can,
we also plan to expand to other
countries.The core of our expansion
is, however, to stick to our commit-
ment of making the best products
without compromising on the quality
quotient.

Currently, what precautions
are you taking to ensure safety
and well-being of your staff
and customers?

Our customers should be worry-
free while either ordering online or
collecting parcels from our outlets,
as we ensure 100% safe working en-
vironment for all our staff amidst a
well-facilitated centralised kitchen.
We follow all the standard SOPs re-
garding hygiene and other norms,
including social distancing and ther-
mal screening.We regularly have au-
dits for safety and quality checks.

What parameters have made
Bikanervala a household name
for millions of Indians?

In our outlets, the quality and the
kind of food you get is the same as

your home-cooked meal. Whatever
age-old, traditional recipes are there
in our Indian kitchens, you will find
all in our offerings. For instance,
desi-ghee-made sweets, dry fruits-
related recipes, North and South In-
dian food etc. We have made SOPs
for each of these recipes and that is
why you will get homemade flavour
in each of these dishes and that too
at a reasonable price. So, we assure
our customers that they can order
their food online or can opt for take-
aways at our outlets without any
worry.

Do you also export to other
countries?

Through our packaged foods
brand ‘Bikano’, we export Traditional
Namkeens, Sweets, Snacks and
Ready-to-Eat Food to some 40 coun-
tries across the globe.Almost all the
products under the brand of Bikano
are available in India with distribu-
tion footprint almost in every state.

How many outlets have you been
able to reopen after the lockdown?

We’re currently opening our out-
lets based on the guidelines received
from the Central and State govern-
ments. For now, we’ve been allowed
takeaways and home deliveries.
Most of our outlets in Delhi-NCR are
now open, and in the other states
we’re still waiting for the guidelines.
Our main priority is the safety and
well-being of our customers, em-
ployees and team.

The Sweet Taste of Success

New Delhi
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SITTINGATDeepChandBandhu
hospital, Sarita Kumari (47) re-
calls the last conversation she
had with her husband, Ashok
Kumar (48), who died due to
Covid-19 on Friday afternoon.
Kumar, a stenographer at Delhi
cabinet minister Rajendra Pal
Gautam’soffice,wasadmittedto
Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality
hospitalonThursday,aweekaf-
terhetestedpositiveforthevirus.
Sarita has also tested posi-

tive, while her 18-year-old son
and 20-year-old daughter are
awaitingtestreports.“Kalsubah
himessage par baat hui thi.Woh
meri tabiyat ke baare me pooch
rahethe,”shesaidwhilewaiting
toget admitted to thehospital.
Hailing from Uttarakhand,

KumarlivedinAshokVihar.The
family said he was particular
about wearing a mask and
would always remind them to
do the same. On Saturday, the
family performed the last rites
and Sarita came to the hospital
directly from the cremation
ground for admission. For the
last fourdays, shesaidhasbeen
feeling feverish and has had
trouble breathing.
“Weallwereworried about

his health. I couldn’t focus on
the signs my own body was
showing,” she said.
The family has been facing

emotionalturbulenceeversince
Kumar’s younger brother died
on June 7. According to an offi-
cial, his brother was suffering
from a liver infection and was
availing treatment at BL Kapur
hospital. Kumar had been tak-
ingcareofhim.“HediedonJune
7, after which the doctor con-
ducted a Covid-19 test. Hewas

found to be positive,” said a
Delhi governmentofficial.
Two days after his death,

Kumar developed symptoms
and got himself admitted to a
privatehospital. “Hiscondition
deterioratedandhewasshifted
toRajivGandhiSuperSpeciality
hospital. He was put on venti-
lator support immediately,”
said a doctor.
Separately, a 39-year-old

doctorworkingwiththedepart-
mentofcommunitymedicinein
National Health Systems
Resource Centre (NHSRC) died
due to Covid-19 on Saturday
morning. Admitted to Rajiv
Gandhi Super Speciality hospi-
tal, the deceased, Dr Ashwini
Kumar Pratap, hailed from
Similipur village under Banki
blockinOdisha’sCuttackdistrict.
Hehadcomorbidconditions

such as diabetes, hypertension
andasthma, a doctor said.
Anofficial saidhiswife and

three-year-old twin daughters
are also availing treatment for
Covid-19 in Bhubaneswar. An
alumnus of MKCG Medical
College in Berhampur, he dis-
playedsymptomsofCovideight
days ago, following which he
contacted one of his friends in
Odishaandsenthis familyback.

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,JUNE20

THEBODYof a28-year-oldwho
was stabbed to death during a
fight between two groups in
Faridabad on Friday evening
“disappeared” from themortu-
ary overnight. His family was
laterinformedthatthebodyhad
been cremated after beingmis-
taken foracoronavirusvictim.
Confirming this, officials

fromFaridabadPolicesaidanFIR
has been lodged regarding the
matter. “Sonu Khan had been
stabbed by 4-5men Friday, and
his body was kept at the BK
Hospitalmortuary. In the after-
noon,however,whentheIOand
his relatives reached the hospi-
talforpostmortem,theydiscov-
eredthebodywasmissing,”said
Sube Singh, Faridabad Police
PRO.
Police suspect the bodywas

cremated after officials of the
healthdepartmentmistookitfor
that of a coronavirus patient.
Relatives of the deceased have
submitted a complaint against
the PMO of the hospital and
healthworkers, and an FIR has
been lodged.
“It issuspectedthatthebody

wasmistakenfor thatof acoro-
navirus patient and handed
over to the Municipal
Corporation of Faridabad for
cremation. We are conducting
further investigations to con-
firmthis,”saidInspectorArvind
Kumar, SHO of the SGMNagar
police station.
“Themurder case has been

handed to the Crime Branch at
the request of the family. The
case lodged regarding the con-
fusion over the body has also
been transferred to the crime
branch, which is probing the
matter from every angle. Strict
action will be taken against
those responsible,” said the
PRO.
Sonu’srelatives,meanwhile,

expressed anguish over the fact
thattheydidnotgettodohislast
ritesasper their customs.
“Wewerealready so shaken

byhisdeath,andnowwedonot
even get to bury him. His post-
mortemalsowasnotdone.How
can something like this hap-
pen?”saida relative.
Khan had sustained injuries

during a fight between two
groups in Faridabad on Friday
evening,saidofficials.AnFIRhas
beenlodgedagainstseveralpeo-
ple regarding thematter.

Staffer at minister’s
office succumbs,
wife positive too

FORCOVIDCARE

IRAMSIDDIQUE
MUMBAI, JUNE20

AFTER CONVERTING train
coachesintoisolationwardsand
placingthemacrossvarioussta-
tions in Delhi, railway officials
arenowexploringwaystobring
down the temperature inside
these non-AC isolation coaches
tomake themhabitable.
Thiscomesafterofficials, fol-

lowinganinspectioncarriedout
at AdarshNagar railway station
where24isolationcoacheswere
placed, pointed out that the in-
sides of the coaches were very
hot,andwillbeonlysuitable for
Covidpatientsifcoolingarrange-
mentsaremade.
TheRailwayBoardhastasked

its 16 zonal railways to convert
5,000coachesofoldICFmakeinto
isolationcoaches,ofwhichabout
500 are being placed at various
stations inDelhi andare likely to
beusedsoon.Inaninspectioncar-
ried on June 17 by District
MagistrateDeepakShinde,itwas
observedthatthetemperaturein-
sidewas very high (45 degrees
Celsius), and the fact that these
non-ACcoacheswerenotplaced
undershadeaddedtotheheat.He
added that the ceiling fan inside

thecoacheshadnocoolingeffect.
The Railways had chosen to

use non-AC coaches to be con-
vertedintoisolationcoachesasair
conditioned coaches were be-
lievedtoaidthespreadofthevirus.
At Anand Vihar railway sta-

tion,where themost of the 267
coaches are placed, railway au-
thoritiesareconductingtrialsus-
ing aluminumbubble sheets to
cover the roof of these coaches.

Accordingtorailwayofficials,the
air gap between the two layers
ofthealuminiumsheetwillhelp
in bringing down the tempera-
ture.Anotherofficialpointedout
that withmonsoon around the
corner,therainswillfurtherhelp
in bringing down the ambient
temperatureinsidethecoaches.
Divisional RailwayManager for
Delhi,SCJain,said,“Wearecon-
ducting some trials and hoping

that itwill bringdownthe tem-
peraturebyat least twotothree
degreescelsius.”
Apartfromthehightemper-

ature,Shindeinhisletterpointed
out the lack of preparedness at
Adarsh Nagar station, with no
area created for donning and
doffing of personal protective
equipment (PPE) for medical
staff,nobarricadingaroundplat-
formnumber5wheretheseiso-

lationcoacheswereplaced, and
aneedto improve theapproach
roadtothestationformovement
of ambulances.
When contacted, Deepak

Shinde said, “The observations
madeduringtheinspectionhave
beenpointedouttotheRailways
and they areworking on it.” He
didnotelaborateonthe issues.
Railway officials added that

over the past four days, several
arrangements have beenmade
at the station, including a sepa-
rate area for donning and doff-
ingPPEs,equippingthecoaches
withWiFi and CCTV cameras,
and a special control room for
management of these coaches
andadedicatedofficer for it. All
thecoacheshavebeenequipped
withabatteryback-uptoensure
thatthefansfunctionatalltimes.
On Saturday, the Railways

helda joint inspectionwithdis-
trict administration at Anand
Viharstationwhere267coaches
havebeenplaced,whileanother
50 coaches are at Shakurbasti
railwaystation.Railwaysfurther
maintainedthatwhiletheywere
providing the infrastructure in
the form of these coaches, the
medical and para-medical staff
willbeprovidedbythestatead-
ministration.

ARANYASHANKAR
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

THE DELHI University (DU) on
Saturday began online registra-
tionfor itsundergraduate,post-
graduate and MPhil/PhD
courses.Thebulletinof informa-
tion has been uploaded on the
universitywebsite,andregistra-
tionswill beontill July4.
Dean of admissions Shobha

Bagai said the entire admission
processwill be online and done
in a contactless manner.
However, on the first day itself,
soon after the portal went live,
therewerereportsofthewebsite
crashingandbeing inaccessible.
The university has done

awaywith physical document
verification,movingtheprocess
online. “Students are being
asked to upload all their docu-
ments online, and the verifica-
tion of those will also be done
online initially.We are trying to

tiewith various examboards to
enable thisprocess. Twoboards
haveagreed,andwehopemore
willtoointhefuture,”Bagaisaid
inavirtualpressmeetSaturday.
She, however, said the final

verificationwouldbedonebycol-
legeswhen“normalcy”returns.
DUisalsomakingtwosignifi-

cantchangestoitsregistrationand
admission process this year.
“Unlikepreviousyearswhenstu-
dents were required to select
coursesandcollegesoftheirchoice,
this timeaspirantswillbeeligible
forallmeritcoursesprovidedthey
clearthecut-off,”saidBagai.
Shealsosaidthe5%deduction

inmarks that used to takeplace
whenstudents fromscienceand
commerce applied forBAwould
bedoneawaytomaketheprocess
smoother. She said the rulewas
basedon thenotion that science
students scoredmore than hu-
manities students but that no
longerheldanyground.
As reported earlier, DU has

alsodecidedtodoawaywithECA
(extra curricular activities) and
sportstrialsduetothepandemic.
Admissionstothesewillbedone
onthebasisof certificates.
“For admission in Music

(Hons),aspirantswillberequired
touploadtheirvideosonYoutube
and send the link,whichwill be
assessedbyapanel. For Physical
Education, therewillbenoprac-
ticalcomponentforadmission.It
will bedoneonly on thebasis of
documents,”saidBagai.
Till 9 pm, the website had

seen 19543 UG registrations,
5889 PG registrations and 457
PhDregistrations.

PRITAMPALSINGH
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

THE DELHI High Court has di-
rected theDelhi government to
carryoutaninvestigationagainst
Chankyapuri’s Primus Super
SpecialityHospitalonallegations
that awoman suspected to be a
Covid-19casewasnottestedand
askedtomoveoutofthehospital
claimingnon-availabilityofbeds.
“As the allegationsmade by

the petitioner (thewoman’s fa-
ther) against Primus Super
SpecialityHospitalareofagrave
nature, the respondent No. 1
(Delhi government) is directed

tocarryoutaninvestigationinto
the sameand in case thehospi-
tal is foundtohavederogated in
its duty in anymanner, take ap-
propriate action in this regard,”
JusticeNavinChawal said.
While disposing of the plea

by the father, the court in its or-
der passed on Friday clarified,
“This court has not expressed
anyopinionontheallegationsso
madebythepetitioner.”
Thecourtwashearingaplea

by aman,whosewife had died
due to Covid-19 on June 14 and
daughter needed hospital ad-
mission.
“The daughter of the peti-

tioner, who is aged about 34

years and is 85% permanently
disabled, started suffering from
feverandbreathlessness, andas
herconditionaggravated,having
lowoxygenlevelwithbreathing
issuesandhighfever,shewasad-
mitted to the Primus Super
Speciality Hospital on June 18,”
thecourt recordedin itsorder.
It further said, “It was sus-

pectedthatshewasalsosuffering
fromCovid-19butthehospitaldid
not carryoutany testonher, and
infact,takinganexcusethatthere
wasnon-availabilityofbeds,asked
thepetitioner to shift her to an-
otherhospital. In fact, shewasal-
mostthrownoutofthehospital.”
It was submitted that this

was despite the Delhi govern-
ment website showing beds
wereavailableinthesaidhospi-
tal forCovid-19patients.
Theordernotedthatafterthe

filing of the petition, the peti-
tioner was able to secure his
daughter’s admission to Max
SuperSpecialityHospitalinSaket.
Thecounsel forthemansub-

mitted that “though the daugh-
terof thepetitionerhasbeenad-
mitted to the hospital, the
hospitalisyettocarryoutthetest
onthepetitionerandhisson”.
Delhi government’s counsel

AnjumJavedsubmittedhewillre-
quest theconcernedauthority to
immediatelycarryoutthetests.

Coaches too hot for patients, Rlys
looks for solutions—and some rain

Delhi Univ opens online registration,
first day sees website complaints

HC asks govt to look into Primus complaint
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TheRailwayshadchosentousenon-ACcoaches tobeconverted into isolationcoachesasair
conditionedcoacheswerebelievedtoaidthespreadof thevirus.AbhinavSaha

VANDANAKALRA
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

AFTERMOREthan twomonths,
VadehraArtGalleryinDelhithis
weekopened twonewphysical
exhibitions in its modern and
contemporary galleries in
Defence Colony. Though visits
areonlybyappointment, it isan
attempt to enable in-person
viewingof art.
“Even during the absolute

lockdown,wehadshowsonline
regularly.Theresponsehasbeen
amazing...Butart istobeseen, it
talks to people and that will
never change. It has a lot to do
with the social milieu, and the
digital world cannot replace

that,” says ArunVadehra, direc-
torof thegallery.
Whileatartinstitutionsoper-

atingunderthegovernmentade-
cision on reopening is still
awaited, private art galleries in
thecapital thatwereclosedafter
thelockdownarenowcautiously
opening their doors to visitors
withnewmandates,thatinclude
wearingamask,socialdistancing
and frequent sanitisation.
“Several precautions are being
taken.Wedon’twant to put the
health of our staff or those visit-
ingusunderthreat,”saysSunaina
Anand, director of Art Alive
GalleryinPanchsheelPark.Sheis
currently opening the gallery
twice aweek, and by appoint-
ment. “Most people are seeing

worksonline.Onlywhentheyare
keen on buying is when they
cometothegallery.At times,we
arealsosendingtheworkshome
forviewing,”saysAnand.
BhavnaKakar’sgalleryinLado

Sarai,Latitude28,isalsoallowing
restricted visitors by appoint-
ment,andsomeof thecollectors
interested in viewing theworks
physicallyarebeingshownworks
at their home. She was in the
midst of dismantling and in-
stallingamonumentalexhibition
when she decided to shut the
galleryinmid-March,aweekbe-
fore the lockdown was an-
nounced. “Wehadthoughtwe’d
shutforafewdays,didnotknow
itwouldbemonths,”saysKakar.
InMarch, shewas to partici-

pate in Art Dubai, an annual art
fair thatwaseventuallyheldon-

line this year. “It’s our tenthyear
andwehad a number of events

plannedthatarenowpostponed;
instead of fretting,we spent the
lockdown reevaluating our pro-
gramme,focussingonimproving
thevirtualexperiencebothforthe
magazine (Take onArt) and the
gallery, sincevirtual seems tobe
thewayforward,”saysKakar.
Thoughmostgalleriesarebe-

ing approached, especially by
their regular patrons, for pur-
chases,howartwillbeimpacted
by thepandemic and the conse-
quent economic volatility can
probably be assessed only a few
months later. “Aswithmany in-
dustries,thereislikelygoingtobe
animpactontheartmarketinthe
shortterm,withagradualrecov-
ery—itisdifficulttopredicttime-
linesinthisregard,butaone-two

year recovery period appears to
beonthecardsasofnow.Events
such as art fairs and museum
viewership are likely to be im-
pacted themost, since they rely
on patrons visiting a physical
space. For commercial galleries,
though exhibition viewership
maybeimpacted,therearealter-
natives such as appointment-
onlyvisitations,spreadoutopen-
ings or virtual exhibitions, that
canbemadetoworkwhensocial
distancing is a necessity. The
biggest impact of the lockdown
andcoronavirus, however, is the
inability to truly experience an
artwork, and for art to bring a
family or group of friends to-
gethertovisitashow,”saysAmal
Allana,director,ArtHeritage.

The gallery is open by ap-
pointmentandvirtual initiatives
havebeen launched, including a
WhatsApp business portal and
audioandvideoseries.
WhileforBikanerHouse,the

Rajasthanstategovernmentwill
takeadecisiononreopening,the
National Gallery of Modern Art
(NGMA)isawaitingcentralgov-
ernment orders. “Some of the
staff has re-joined and we are
working on sanitisation of
spaces,buttheMinistrywillde-
cidewhentoopentothepublic.
Meanwhile,wearepreparingfor
our next exhibition, whichwill
featureworksbyartistswhoare
‘National Treasures’,” says
Adwaita Gadanayak, director
general,NGMA.

WorksofChandraBhattacharjeearecurrentlyondisplayat
ArtAliveGallery

CULTURE IN THE CAPITAL

Visits by appointment only as art galleries open to a distanced world

JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

HOURS AFTER posting a TikTok
video about feeling low, a 34-
year-old Delhi Police constable
allegedly committed suicide by
shooting himself with his serv-
ice pistol inside a police station
in Southwest Delhi’s Vasant
ViharonFridaynight.
Accordingtopolice,constable

SandeepKumar,whowasposted
with the Special Staff in Vasant
Vihar, allegedly shot himself in
theheadaround10.30pm.Hours
earlier,Kumarhadpostedavideo
onTikTokinwhichhesaidhewas
feeling sad. “I couldn’t be a good
son, husband, brother or a good
person.Thisisthetruth...,”Kumar
isheardsayinginthevideo.Police
saidtheyhavefoundthevideoon
Kumar’sphone.
Police said they have not

founda suicidenote yet and the
family doesn’t know the reason
behindtheextremestep.Aprobe
hasbeeninitiated inthematter.
Kumarhailed fromJhajjar in

Haryana and is survived by his
parents,wifeandtwochildren.
Aninspector-rankofficerwho

workswiththeSpecialStaffsaid,
“Hewasinsidetheofficewhenhe
musthavetakenapistolandshot
himself.Wetookhimtothehos-
pital buthediedon theway.We
don’t knowhowthis couldhave
happened,hewashappyanden-
ergetic. Hewould often visitmy
homeandmeetmychildren.”
Kumarallegedlykilledhimself

at night,whenhalf the staffers
were leaving. His body is in
Safdarjung hospital mortuary,
wheredoctorswillperformaCovid
testbeforehandingittothefamily.

Cop kills self
after posting
final message
on TikTok

Theuniversityhasdoneawaywithphysicaldocument
verification,movingtheprocessonline.Archive

Gurgaon
preparesfor
monsoon
Gurgaon: As monsoon
approaches Delhi-NCR,
authorities in Gurgaon
have begun taking steps
to preventwaterlogging
and protect residents
fromcatchingmosquito-
borne diseases. On
Saturday, MLA Sudhir
Singla inspected theun-
derpassesandwaterlog-
ging-prone areas in the
city, where officials said
“breakers”areinplaceto
prevent water from
flowing in. “We have
stockeduponmedicines
andfoggingisunderway.
Our health inspectors
andmalariaworkers are
identifyingwaterbodies
and using black oil,
whichwillpreventmos-
quito larvae from form-
ing in them,” said
Gurgaon CMO Dr
VirenderYadav.

30bookedfor
protestagainst
Chinesefirm
Noida:More than 30
members of the Hindu
Raksha Dal outfit were
booked under IPC
Section188 for staging a
protest at aChinesemo-
bile company in Greater
NoidaonSaturday.Police
said thegrouphadgath-
ered at the Oppo
Company Gate to mark
their protest against
Chineseproducts.

HCtoallow
publicviewing
ofproceedings
viavideo
New Delhi: The Delhi
High Court Saturday
permitted public view-
ingof thecourtproceed-
ings conducted through
videoconferencing.“The
High Court of Delhi
Rules for video confer-
encing of courts 2020
permitpublicviewingof
the court proceedings...
Thus, links will be of-
fered for public view-
ing,” said a circular is-
suedon thematter.

Tiharofficial
testspositive
New Delhi: A superin-
tendent from jail num-
ber 4 of Tihar Jail tested
positive for Covid-19,
said jail officials on
Saturday. The officer is
stable and has been ad-
visedtoremain inhome
quarantine.

Threeheldfor
robbery
New Delhi: Three men
were arrested for al-
legedlystealingcashand
jewelleryworth around
Rs 5 lakh after hypnotis-
ing a70-year-oldwoman
in South Delhi’s
Chattarpur Enclave on
May29.ENS

BRIEFLY

Mistaken for Covid
death, 28-year-old is
cremated in Faridabad

AshokKumar wasa
stenographeratDelhi
cabinetminister
RajendraPalGautam’s
office.Hewasadmitted
toRajivGandhiSuper
Specialityhospital on
Thursday,aweekafter
hetestedpositive for
thevirus

New Delhi
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
HYDERABAD,JUNE20

REFERRINGTO the situation on
theLineofActualControl,AirChief
Marshal RKS Bhadauria said on
SaturdaythattheIndianAirForce
is“wellpreparedandsuitablyde-
ployed to respond toanycontin-
gency”andis“determinedtode-
liver”.
Addressingacombinedgrad-

uation parade at the Air Force
Academy in Dundigal, he said:
“Wearewell prepared and suit-
ably deployed to respond to any
contingency. I assure thenation
thatwearedeterminedtodeliver
andwillnotletthesacrificesofour

soldiersgoinvain.”
Speaking to mediapersons

later, Bhadauria,whovisited the
Lehairbaseearlierthisweek,said:
“TheArmyisintotalcontrolofthe
situationattheGalwanValleyand
theAir Force is ready to support
theArmy’s efforts by deploying
additionalforcestomeetanycon-
tingency’’.
HesaidtheIAFhassteppedup

deployment in LehandSrinagar.
“Weareawareofthefullsituation.
BeitatLAC,beitdeploymentsbe-
yondLAC.Alltheairdeployments,
theirpostures,thekindofdeploy-
ments...Wehavefullanalysisand
wehave taken thenecessary ac-
tionthatweneedtotaketohandle
any contingency thatmay arise

withthiskindofdeployment.All
actionshavebeentaken,"hesaid.
“We know what their

(Chinese) fields are.We know
what their air fields are, where
they are deployed,what are the
operational bases,” he said.
Responding to aquestion, he

saidIndiaisnotatwarwithChina
but isprepared to faceany situa-
tion. “You are aware of the talks
thatarehappeningatthemilitary
level...butwearepreparedforany
contingency,”hesaid.
He said that despite the

Chinese action after agreements
reachedduringmilitary talks, ef-
fortsareunderwaytoensurethat
thesituationattheLACisresolved
peacefully. –WITHPTI

MANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, JUNE20

FROMLANDING themammoth
transport carrier Hercules on
DaulatBeigOldie (DBO)airstrip
in2013tomorerecentlydeploy-
ing Apache helicopters to pro-
vide air support to troops in
Ladakh, andmoving fighter jets
toairfieldsclosetotheLACinthe
lastfewdays,theIndianAirForce
has been consistently ramping
up itsoperations inLadakh.
EvenasAirChiefMarshalRK

SBhadauriaonSaturdaysaidthe
IAFis“wellpreparedandsuitably
deployed”todealwithanyeven-
tuality arisingoutof theGalwan
standoff,analyststoldTheSunday
Express that although IAF enjoys
ageographicaladvantageoverair
power,anydecisiononitsusewill
havetobetakenaftercarefulcon-
siderationbythegovernment.
Also, occupation of the

Galwanheightscouldimpactthe
DBOairstrip, theysaid.

AirViceMarshalKKNowhar
(retd),oftheCentreforAirPower
Studies, said utilisation of air
power in direct support of the
Armyalong the LAC in these ar-
eas has never been contem-
plated.“Butit isfeasible.Wewill
definitely be asked if the chips
aredown,”hesaid.
Any escalation, said Air Vice

Marshal Manmohan Bahadur
(retd), can either be horizontal,
whereinyoucanfanyourforces
acrosstheLACfromGalwanand
PangongTso toSikkim, or verti-
cal. “Use of air power enhances

theforceusedandwouldconsti-
tute vertical escalation. But if
one side uses it, so would the
other,”hesaid.
Bahadur said it would be

prudent to assume that China
wouldhavefactoredinairpower
aswell.
Sources said the forward

bases of Thoise and Leh, which
havebeenoperationalforseveral
years,areseeingheavymobilisa-
tion of troops andmachinery.
Nowhar said these bases are of
tremendous importance in de-
ploymentofmenandmachinery
totheforwardareasintheeven-
tualityofaconflict.TheIAFtrans-
port aircraft can also undertake
airdrops,besideslandingonvar-
iousunpreparedsurfaces.
More recently, IAF has de-

ployedApache,anattackhelicop-
ter, and Chinook, a strategic lift
helicopter with an impressive
ability to transport troops,ma-
chinery and deliver heavy pay-
loadstohighaltitudes,inLadakh.
TheChinookswereinductedinto
the IAF airbase at Chandigarh in

March2019.
Group Capt Ravinder S

Chhatwal (retd), former Senior
Fellow, Centre for Airpower
Studies,whoispursuingaPhDon
ChineseairpowerfromJNU,said
IAF holds a geographical advan-
tage over the Chinese Air Force
despite the latter’s large fleet of
combat jets. “The Chinese have
2,100combataircraft—thenum-
bers they have given upfront,
though they could havemore—
against(IAF's)850.Insheernum-
bers, theyoutscoreus,buttorun
an air campaign youhave to get
thesejetsclosetotheborder,and
theyhavealimitednumberofair-
fields in the area, withmost of
these inTibetplateauatanaver-
ageheightof10,000feet,”hesaid.
The Chinese are also at a

slightdisadvantagedue to loca-
tion of their airfields at a great
distancefromoneanother,mak-
ing it difficult for a jet to be di-
vertedtoanother field incaseof
anymechanical failureor insuf-
ficient fuel. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

INDIA HAS certain advantages
overChinaasfarasairwarfareis
concerned, former Indian Air
ForcechiefFaliHomiMajorsaid,
adding that military action to
force the PLA towithdraw from
theirpositionsintheGalwanval-
leyareashouldbethelastoption.
MajorwasAirChiefMarshal

between April 2007 and May
2009 and earlier commanded
the Air Force in Leh (Ladakh) in
theaftermathof theKargilwar.
“AsfarasourAirForceprepa-

rationsareconcernedinthatre-
gion,wearewonderfullyplaced.
Thereisnodoubt.Wehavemany
advantages of air fields, heights
andaltitude,etc. Iamnottalking
of a war, but in the local area if
there is some requirement, the
Air Force is very well prepared
and alert. It has always been so
in that area. At themoment, Air
Force’s operational prepared-
nessistopoftheline,”Majortold

TheIndianExpressonthesitua-
tion inLadakhvisavisChina.
The former air chief, how-

ever, said thatmilitary action to
force the PLA towithdraw from
their positions in the Galwan
areashouldbe the lastoption.
“IF everything else fails and

the government feels a small
militaryactioncouldachievethe
desiredaims,thenprobably(itis
an option). Unless a situation

arises, one cannot say. The PM
hasalreadymadeitclearif there
is a provocation then thewhole
thingwill take a different turn.
To exercise amilitary option is
thewillof thegovernment.And
they won’t do it till such time
they stop making headway
diplomatically.Theprudentop-
tionwouldbetode-escalatethe
situationdiplomaticallyandper-
haps raise the required levels to
do that. Only then would it be
clear as towhat thenext course
of actionwouldbe,”Major said.
TheAirOfficerCommanding

Leh(Ladakh)in1999,Majorsaid,
“I don’t knowifwhathappened
in the Galwan valley was a
provocation or a localised scuf-
fle that turned bad. It shouldn’t
havehappened. Iwouldnotput
it as provocation on either side.
These perception lines, like the
areabetweenfingerfourandfin-
ger eight, these are patrol areas
whichbothparties are doing so
far.Intheabsenceofadelineated
border, thiskindofanuncertain
position will remain. The final

solutionwill be todelineate the
borderwhichwehavebeentry-
ing to do for a long time but it’s
nothappening,”hesaid.
He was non-committal on

whether China was forcing a
change instatusquowith its re-
centmoves.“Iwouldn’tmakean
attempttosaywhetherit’sright
or wrong. That’s taking an ex-
tremeviewonbothsides.That’s
notaneasyquestiontoanswer,”
hesaid.
Hedidagreewiththegeneral

view that China was typically
pushingitscauseatatimewhen
Indiawas facing a difficult situ-
ationwiththepandemic.“China
hasmade suchmoves in the re-
cent past in many parts of the
world and not just here.
Whether it is South China Sea,
Indonesia,Vietnamoranywhere
else, these kinds of moves have
beenmade. Everyone iswatch-
ingChina across theworld. As a
regionalpower, all thatwehave
done so far is indicative of how
wearegoingtodealwithChina,”
Major said.

Ready and determined
to deliver, says IAF chief

SUSHANTSINGH
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

AFTERTHEfailureofdialogueat
theMajorGeneral level tobreak
thedeadlockoverthestandoffat
the LAC in Ladakh, discussions
are underway between India
andChinatohaveanotherround
ofmilitary anddiplomatic talks
nextweek.
A government official told

The Indian Express that themili-
tarytalkswillbeheldatthelevel
ofCorpsCommanderinLadakh,
wheretheIndiansidewillbeled
by GOC 14 Corps Lt General
HarinderSinghwhile thediplo-
matic talks inBeijingwill be led
by India’s ambassador toChina,
VikramMisri. Preliminary dis-
cussionstofinalisetheschedule
oftalksarecurrentlyonbetween
the twosides, theofficial said.
“The talks at the Major

Generallevelhavefailedtobreak
theimpasseandmakeprogress.
We thus need talks at a higher
level, at the Corps Commander
level, and both sides have been
talkingoverthehotlinetofixthe
dates for the talk,” the official
explained.
“Themilitarytalkscanbeex-

pectedtobeheldinthenext4-5
days, say next week,” the
official said.
Chinese foreign ministry’s

statement late Friday had also
saidthat“asecondcommander-
levelmeetingshouldhappenas
soonaspossibletodealwiththe
situationontheground”.
Theofficial also said that the

agendaof themeetingwillbefi-
nalised in due course, but it is
likely to build on the decisions
agreed upon in the previous
meeting of the two Corps
Commanders. The lastmeeting
of the 14 Corps Commander
with his Chinese counterpart
was held on June 6, where cer-
taindecisions about disengage-
mentonthetheLACweretaken.
These decisions were to be

implementedaftermeetingsbe-
tweenthemilitarycommanders
on the ground. But the whole
processwasderailedafterthevi-
olent faceoff between the sol-
diers of both sides on June 15,
which left 20 Indian soldiers
dead, 76 injured and 10 in
Chinesecustody.
The last meeting between

themilitary commanders took
place at theMajorGeneral level
on Thursday, where 10 Indian
soldiers, including four officers,
were released by the Chinese
side. The Indian delegationwas
led by GOC 3 Infantry Division,
MajorGeneralAbhijitBapat.
The Army has clarified that

nobridgehasbeenmadeonthe
Galwanriver, on the trackgoing

toPP14,duringtheperiodof the
standoff. Army said that the
bridgeisontheShyokRiver,very
closetotheShyok-Galwanmeet-
ing point, aligned in North to
Southdirection,andlinksDaulat
BegOldie toShyokandDarbuk.
Theclarificationassumessig-

nificance as the June 6meeting
at the Corps Commander level
has decided to create a kind of
buffer zone between the junc-
tionof ShyokandGalwanrivers
on thewest and the LAC on the
east.Itwasalsomentionedinthe
Chineseforeignministry’sstate-
mentFridaythat“theIndianside
promised (in June 6 meeting)
thattheywouldnotcrossthees-
tuary of theGalwan river to pa-
trol and build facilities”. The vi-
olent faceoff of June 15 also
happened while undertaking
gradual disengagement in this
‘bufferzone’aftertalksbetween
localmilitarycommanders.
Meanwhile, the situationon

thegroundcontinues to remain
tense with reports of massive
Chinesemilitary buildup along
the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
opposite Indian positions in
Depsang, Galwan, Hot Springs,
PangongTsoarea,Koyul,Fukche
and Demchok. The Indian side
hasalsomobilisedanddeployed
a large number of troops in the
area to respond to any situation
ontheborder.

Discussionsonwith
Chinaforanother roundof
military,diplomacytalks

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

IN FIRST official remarks from
thegovernment,UnionMinister
of State for Road Transport and
Highways General V K Singh
(retd) on Saturday said that the
number of casualties on the
Chineseside in thebloodyclash
at Galwan Valley in Ladakh on
June 15would be at least twice
thatof the Indianside.
“Agar hamare 20 (shaheed)

huehaintohwahanpekamsekam
double se jayada hi honge (if 20
havebeenkilledonoursidethen
morethandoublewouldbedead
on the other side),” the former
Armychiefsaidinaninterviewto
News24televisionchannel.
“Forty-threekiekcountdigayi

hai, jo ki aadhikarik taur per di
gayihai.Wowohhaijohamarelo-
gon ne dekhe jo ki gire aur unko
pade dikhayi diye hain. Uske
alawaauruskeandarkitneghayal
huehongepatanahinkisi ko. Toh
yeh kahna ki hamare log khade
theaurwhoaakardandesemaar
diye, aisanahinhai. Agarunhone
neekmarahai, tohhamaronedo
maare honge (A count of 43 has
been given at the official level.
Our troops sawthesemanyhad
collapsed. No one knows how
manymorewereinjured.Soit is
notcorrecttosaythatourtroops
remained standing when they

cameandbeatthemwithsticks.
If they killed one, our troops
would have taken out two of
theirs),”hesaid.
The minister also said the

IndiansidehandedoverChinese
troops who had strayed into
Indianterritoryaftertheviolent
standoff.
“Wohapne ilake per the, hum

apneilakemeinthe.Jabjhadaphui
toh kuch hamare unki taraf chale
gaye, kuch unke hamari taraf aa
gaye. Isiliye, jab kal kisi ne chala
rakha tha media ke andar ki
hamare itne logon ko subah lau-
taya,isitarahhamneunkelogonko
lautayajohamaritarafaagayethe
(Wewere in our area, theywere
in theirs.When the clash hap-
pened,someofthemcametothis
sideandsomeofourstothatside.
Assomewhereitwasreportedin
themedia yesterday that some
Indian troopswerehandedover
byChineseinthemorning,wetoo
handed over their peoplewho
hadcometoourside),”Singhsaid
inhis interview.
However, theminister said

China is not going to talk about
their casualties.

IAFchiefRKSBhadauriaat theAirForceAcademyinHyderabad,Saturday.PTI

Ex-IAF chief: Prudent option is to
de-escalate situation diplomatically

CLAIMONGALWAN
VALLEY:AsBeijingstaked
claimoverGalwanValley,
Indiasaid it isnot in
accordancewithChina’sown
position inthepast.Beijing
neverclaimedthevalley
since1962.

CHINA:GalwanValley is
locatedonChinesesideof
LACinwestsectionofChina-
Indiaboundary.Formany
years,Chineseborder troops
havebeenpatrolling inthis
region.SinceApril thisyear,
Indianborder troopshave
unilaterallyand
continuouslybuilt roads,
bridgesandother facilitiesat
theLACinGalwanValley.

INDIA:Thepositionwith
regardtoGalwanValleyarea
hasbeenhistoricallyclear.
AttemptsbytheChineseto
nowadvanceexaggerated
anduntenableclaimsonLAC
therearenotacceptable.
Theyarenot inaccordance
withChina’sownposition in
thepast.

PATROLLING:Beijing
accuses Indiaofbuilding
infrastructure,but Indiasays
all infrastructurebuilt ison
itsownsideof LAC.

CHINA:SinceApril thisyear,

Indianborder troopshave
unilaterallyand
continuouslybuilt roads,
bridgesandother facilitiesat
theLACinGalwanValley.
Chinahas lodged
representationsandprotests
onmultipleoccasionsbut
Indiahasgoneevenfurther
tocross theLACandmade
provocations.

INDIA: Indiantroopsare
familiarwiththealignment
of LACinall sectorsofborder
areas, including inGalwan
Valley.Theyabideby it
scrupulously,as theydo
elsewhere.The Indianside
hasneverundertakenany
actionsacross theLAC. In
fact, theyhavebeen
patrollingthisarea fora long
timewithoutany incident.
All infrastructurebuiltbythe
Indianside isnaturallyonits
ownside.

WHATHAPPENEDSINCE
EARLYMAY:Bothsides
confirmedface-offs since
earlyMay,NewDelhisays it is
notchangingthestatusquo.

CHINA:Onearlymorningof
May6, Indianbordertroops
crossedLACbynightand
built fortificationand
barricades,whichimpeded
patrolofChinesetroops.They

deliberatelymade
provocationstounilaterally
changethestatusquoof
controlandmanagement.
Chinesebordertroopswere
compelledtotakenecessary
measurestorespond...and
strengthenmanagementand
control intheborderareas.

INDIA:SinceearlyMay, the
Chinesesidehasbeen
hindering India'snormal,
traditionalpatrollingpattern

inthearea.This resulted ina
face-off,whichwas
addressedbyground
commandersasper
provisionsofbilateral
agreementsandprotocols.
Wedonotaccept the
contentionthat Indiawas
unilaterallychangingthe
statusquo.Onthecontrary,
weweremaintaining it.

JAISHANKAR-WANGYI
PHONECALL:Angryphone

call, andaccusingeachother,
butendingonanotetocool
downthesituation.Delhi
asksBeijingtotake
correctivesteps.

CHINA:DuringForeign
MinisterWangYi'sphone
conversationwithExternal
AffairsMinisterS Jaishankar,
herepeatedChina's stern
position,demanding India to
carryoutathorough
investigation intothe
incident, severelypunish
thosewhoshouldbeheld
accountable, strictly
discipline Indianfrontline
troops,andimmediately
stopallprovocativeactions
toensurethatsuch incidents
donothappenagain.

INDIA: JaishankarandWang
hadaconversationonJune
17whereinEAMconveyed
ourprotest in thestrongest
termsonevents leadingup
toandontheviolent face-off
onJune15.Hefirmlyrejected
theunfoundedallegations
madebytheChineseside

andmisrepresentationof
understandingsreached
betweentheSenior
Commanders.Healso
underlinedthat itwas for
Chinatoreassess itsactions
andtakecorrectivesteps.

WAYFORWARD:Bothsides
hopetheotherwill followthe
consensus/understanding
reached.

CHINA:Chinahopes Indiawill
workwithus, follow
faithfully the important
consensusreachedbetween
thetwoleaders,abideby
agreementsreachbetween
thetwogovernments,
strengthencommunication
andcoordinationon
properlymanagingthe
currentsituationthrough
diplomaticandmilitary
channels,andjointlyuphold
peaceandstability inthe
borderareas.

INDIA:Weexpect theChinese
sidewill sincerely followthe
understandingreached
betweentheForeign
Ministers toensurepeace
andtranquility intheborder
areas,which is soessential
for theoveralldevelopment
ofourbilateral relations.<

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Delhi to Beijing, via Ladakh: Accusations, and counters
Shubhajit Roy goes through statements by India &China to see the convergences and divergences

JUNE15BORDER
CLASH:Bothsidesaccuse
theotherof startingthe
violence.Beijingdoesn’t
admitof itsown
casualties.

CHINA:Oneveningof
June15, India's front-line
troops, inviolationof the
agreement, reachedat
thecommander-level
meeting,onceagain
crossedtheLAC...and
attackedChineseofficers
andsoldierswhowent
there fornegotiation,
thustriggeringfierce
physicalconflictsand
causingcasualties..

INDIA:TheChinese side
departed fromthese

understandings in
respectof LAC inGalwan
andsought toerect
structures justacross
LAC.Whenthisattempt
was foiled,Chinese
troops tookviolent
actionson June15that
directly resulted in
casualties.

Former IndianAirForce
chief FaliHomiMajor File

MoS
General
(retd)
VK Singh

GALWANVALLEY
Planet Labs

AirViceMarshal
ManmohanBahadur(retd),
GroupCaptRavinderS
Chhatwal (retd)

‘IAF has geographical advantage,
decision on use depends on govt’

‘If 20 killed on our
side, more than
double would be
dead on other side’

YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, JUNE20

NEPALISwillingtosettlethecur-
rent disputewith India through
dialogue based on “sovereign
equality and mutual respect”,
PushpaKamalDahal Prachanda,
co-chairmanof the rulingNepal
CommunistParty(NCP),hassaid.
In amessage delivered in a

video conference, jointly hosted
bythe InternationalDepartment
of theCommunistPartyofChina
(CPC) and the schools divisionof
theNCPonFriday,Prachandasaid
Nepalwantstoresolvebilateralis-
sueswith any friendly country
“basedonsovereignequality,mu-
tualrespectandunderstandings”.
Althoughhedidnotmention

India,hisreferenceinthecontext
of the current disputeover terri-
tory,includingKalapani,wasobvi-
ous.“Webelievethatinacivilised
world,coercion,intimidationand
selfwill shouldnothaveanyrole
inresolvingconflictsbetweenand
amongnations,”hesaid.
Prachanda said “China today

has capability andwillingness to
takeappropriaterole inhandling
global humanitarian crisis” and
also saidNepalwill not endorse
the$500-milliongrantunderthe
Millennium Challenge
Corporationagreement(withthe
US).“Anykindofsupportattached
withsecurityalignmentthatcon-
tradictswithourConstitutioncan-

notbeaccepted,”hesaid.
Thevideoconferencehastrig-

geredadivisionwithintheruling
party. It is believed tohave taken
placeatthebehestof theCPC.

Prachanda: Talks on basis of
sovereign equality welcome

NewDelhi: In their first com-
mentsontheongoingstand-off
between India andChina in
Ladakh, twoof India’sneigh-
bours—NepalandAfghanistan
—onSaturday said they are
confident thatNewDelhiand
Beijingwillresolvetheirmutual
differences“throughpeaceful
means”and“dialogue” forbi-
lateral, regional and world
peace and stability. The
NepaleseForeignministrysaid,
“Nepalmaintainsthatdisputes
betweenthecountriesshould
beresolvedthroughpeaceful
means....Nepalisconfidentthat
bothcountrieswill resolve, in
thespiritof goodneighbourli-
ness, theirmutualdifferences
through peaceful means in
favourofbilateral,regionaland
worldpeaceandstability.”
The Afghan Foreign

Ministrystated,“Afghanistanis
concernedaboutrecentborder
incident between the two
countries who are
Afghanistan’s partners for
peace,development...” ENS

NEPAL, AFGHANHOPE
FORSINO-INDIANTALKS

New Delhi
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LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

AMIDOPPOSITIONparties ask-
ingquestionsoverdevelopments
at theLineof ActualControl, the
BJPonSaturdaytalkedupPrime
Minister Narendra Modi’s re-
marks at the all-partymeeting
and attacked the Congress for
“raisingquestions”.
BJPpresidentJPNadda,who

addressed party cadres in
RajasthanandTelanganaonvir-
tual platforms, accused the
Congress of being an “irrespon-
sible” opposition and said its
leaders are trying to “demor-
alise”thenationandthesoldiers.
“In the all-party meeting,

everyone unanimously stood
withthePrimeMinister.Butthe
Congresswanted to knowhow
did it happen, why did it hap-
pen...wheredidithappen…You
have been in power, don’t you
knowhowstatementsaremade
by the government on such is-
sues?” Nadda said while ad-
dressing theBJPRajasthanunit.
“The Prime Minister has

madeitclearthatnoonehasen-
teredandnooneisthere. Indian
Forcesarecommittedtoprotect
the borders. But the irresponsi-
ble opposition is trying to find
blame,”he said.
Nadda’s remarks came after

leadersacrosspartylinessought
answers over the killing of 20
soldiersfromPMModi,whotold
the all-partymeeting on Friday
that there was no intrusion on
Indian soil and no capturing of
anymilitaryposts.
The PrimeMinister's Office

onSaturdayissuedaclarification
sayingtheviolencetookplaceon
June 15 because Chinawas try-
ing to erect structures “just
across the LAC” and did not de-
sist fromsuchactions.
Quotingcommentsof thefa-

ther of an injured soldier who
criticisedCongressleaderRahul
Gandhi, HomeMinister Amit
Shah tweeted, “A brave army-
man’s father speaks and he has
a very clear message for Mr.
Rahul Gandhi. At a timewhen

the entire nation is united, Mr.
Rahul Gandhi should also rise
abovepettypoliticsandstandin
solidaritywithnationalinterest.”
Nadda ridiculed Rahul

Gandhi for askingwho sent the
soldiers unarmed towardsdan-
ger. “Why is the Congress party
showing off its intelligence?He
asked why the soldiers went
thereunarmed?Don’tyouknow
theinternationallaws?Whyare
you exposing the limits of your
knowledge?Youhavecaughton
toanissuethatcoulddemoralise
thesoldiers,”Naddasaid.
Meanwhile, some non-BJP

CMsspokeoutagainstthe“man-
ufactured controversy” and
“commentary”surroundingthe
all-partymeet.
YSRCP chief and Andhra

PradeshChiefMinisterYSJagan
MohanReddysaidhewas“con-
cerned by the manufactured
controversy” surrounding the
all-partymeet. “This is the time
to showcase our unity and soli-
daritywithourarmedforcesand
not the time to point fingers...
Hon’blePMandotherMinisters
gaveveryconvincinganswersat
theAPM...,”he tweeted.
Telangana Chief Minister K

Chandrasekhar Rao tweeted,
“Thetimeisnotforpolitics...We
mayhaveourdifferencesinpol-
iticsbutweareunitedbyourpa-
triotism...we’reveryhappywith
theallpartymeeting.”
SKMleaderandSikkimChief

Minister Prem Singh Tamang
saidthePM’sremarksat theall-
party meeting were “crystal
clearinreaffirmingIndia’sstand
ontheChina issue”.
NPP leader andMeghalaya

CM Conrad Sangma said the
PM’s “answers clearly reflected
India’s strong stand when it
comes to safeguarding our sov-
ereignty.Allother‘commentary’
maybebest ignored.”
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The Yoga Chakra

To know more contact us-TheYoga Chakra- 011-40596800
or visit our website www.theyogachakra.com

THE RECENT Coronavirus pan-

demic has disturbed the life of

people all around the world.

Covid 19 and your stay at home is

the time where you can fuse all of

your energies in practicing Yoga.

This would not only help in keep-

ing you engaged, but also help

you in redressal of all the quaran-

tine anxiety and stress that you

may be facing.

Getting flexible and strong in

both your mind and body is cru-

cial now. So on this International

Yoga Day, we suggest you incor-

porate the following 5 Yoga

asanas in your daily routine, that

help you sail through this tough

time, with balance and grace.

1. Vrikshasana (Tree Pos-

ture)

It is proven Tree posture has a

positive impact on stress and de-

pression. Stand with 2 inches

feet apart and focus on a point in

front. Bend the right leg and place

the foot on the inside of the left

thigh. The heel touching the per-

ineum. Extend the arms up. Pull in

the tummy muscles and expand

your spine. Stay and continue

this with the other foot.

2. Uttanasana (Standing Forward

Fold)

Bend and touch the floor while standing.

Make sure your hips are in front of your ankles

while bending. It may be tempting to push your

hips backward as you bend, but try to keep

them in front of your ankles as much as you can

while bending.

3. Adho Mukha

Svanasana (Downward-

Facing Dog)

This yoga pose is perfect for

loosening your hamstrings and

shoulders. Place your palms

down on the floor. Then raise

your bottom in the air with your

back straight. Keep going until

your legs are straight—or as

straight as you can get them.

4 . U r d h v a m u k h a s -

vanasana (Upward-Facing

Dog)

While lying with your stom-

ach on the floor, press your

hands to the floor and lift

yourself up. Lift your knees off

the mat. Push the top of your

feet down into the mat. Make

sure your shoulders are away

from your ears and open your

chest. Only move your head

back if it’s okay for your neck.

5.Sucirandhrasana (Eye

of the Needle)

This technique is a simple

way to stretch your hip muscles.

While lying with your back on

the floor, take your left ankle

and cross it over your right

thigh. If you want to challenge

yourself a little more, try lifting your bottom grad-

ually after crossing your ankle over your thigh.

Switch legs.And most importantly breathe.

Remember that there’s more to yoga than

being able to touch your toes or undertake

complicated poses. Peace of mind, self-compas-

sion, and less stress are just as worthy yoga

goals, if not better.

Kaavita

Manisha

AN ancient Indian practice, Yoga has many interesting facets to
it.For instance,not many of us know that Meditation is a part of
Yoga.Moreover,very few of us realise that the challenges that we

face in our day-to-day life result either from the people around us, the sit-
uation or our immediate surroundings.When you start practicingYoga,
which includes Meditation, there begins a subtle but very powerful in-
ternal change inside your body.Your whole persona begins to change, in-
cluding your outlook towards life. You develop a heightened sense of
awareness.You begin to see people for who they truly are,and that real-
isation in itself brings a lot of peace to your inner being.

Moreover,practicingYogaAsanas revitalises the body and balances the
energies and Doshas (Vata,Pitta,and Kapha),making your body flexible,
strong and happy internally.This brings a joyous attitude to your whole be-
ing.Further, this allows you to focus on deeper Meditation and breathing
practices.When you begin to feel more at peace from within after Medi-
tation, there is an energy which radiates to the people around you.

Further, there are many Yoga Asanas that help you rebuild your im-
munity, making you stronger in the face of diseases and infections. A
holistic practice,Yoga is one of the most effective and time-tested natural
immunity boosters that strengthens our physical body,as well as our in-
ternal microscopic systems.Yoga helps improve the body’s natural defence
mechanisms, leading to a healthy,sickness-free body.Regular practicing
ofYoga lowers stress hormones, strengthens nervous system,and stim-
ulates lymphatic system. It is also a crucial habit for wellness of the mind
as it relaxes and rejuvenates to make us stress-free mentally.

Having a deep faith in the power of Yoga in restoring the body’s lost
equilibrium,the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi first proposed the
idea of International Day ofYoga at the United Nations GeneralAssembly
(UNGA),on 27 September 2014.Overall, it can be said that“Yoga culti-
vates the ways of maintaining a balanced attitude in day-to-day life and
endows skill in the performance of one’s actions.”

Practice Yoga to
Boost Immunity
Experience holistic health by regular
practicing of Yoga and Meditation to

relish life in its true form

Army’s protective gear hasMade in
China link, Niti member says relook
After clash atGalwan,DefenceMinistry contacted firms for two lakhbullet-proof jackets

RITUSARIN
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

ONJUNE18,twodaysafterthevi-
olentfaceoffintheGalwanValley,
theMinistryofDefencecontacted
manufacturersofprotectivegear
andbullet-proof jacketswornby
Armypersonnelinforwardareas,
including in Leh, for “urgent” re-
inforcement of supplies— esti-
matedat2lakhunits.
Whathasaddedatwisttothis

isthefactthatamajorityoftheex-
isting Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEMs) use
Chinese rawmaterials. This in-
cludes the company that got the
2017contract—it’sinthedelivery
stage— for supplying 1.86 lakh
bullet-proof jackets to theArmy.
Announcing the Rs 639-crore
contracttoSMPPPvtLtd,Defence
Minister Rajnath Singhhad said,
in in Parliament, that therewas
“no embargo” on the import of
rawmaterials fromChina for the
manufactureofprotectivejackets

fortheArmy.
With the changed circum-

stances, there are calls for a re-
think.NitiAayogmemberandfor-
merchiefoftheDefenceResearch
andDevelopmentOrganisationV
KSaraswathasurgeda“re-look”
attheseimports.SpeakingtoThe
Indian Express, Saraswat said: “A
yearago,wediscouraged import

ofChineserawmaterialsforcriti-
cal items suchasbullet-resistant
jackets for their doubtful quality.
Wehadevencalledthecompany
whichhadtheexistingArmycon-
tractandtoldthemtoensuretest-
ingof all importedrawmaterials
at their end. Now I feel there
shouldbeaclearre-lookatallsuch
imports which aremade from
Chinajustbecauseofthepricedif-
ferential.Weshouldnot encour-
ageimportofChineserawmate-
rial for strategic sectors like
telecomandprotective gear in-
cluding bullet resistant jackets
worn by our troops.”
On Saturday, the PHD

Chamber of Commerce and
Industry,earlierpartofacommit-
teeformedbytheDepartmentof
DefenceProductionon“indigeni-
sationofcriticalrawmaterialsfor
manufacturing defence prod-
ucts,” wrote to the Defence
Secretaryon“renouncingtheus-
agesofChineseproducts”.
That letter specificallymen-

tions imports of High

PerformancePolyethylene(HPPE)
fromChina formanufacture of
bullet-resistant jackets. Citing
steps taken by the Telecom
Ministryto"avoidChineseequip-
ment in upgradation" it says:
"Generally all themanufacturers
(ofprotectivegear)areimporting
this material from companies
basedintheRepublicofChinaand
verysizeable foreignexchange is
divertedtothesecompanies...we
requestyoutokindlymakeapol-
icy to reducedependenceon the
Chinesematerialssubstantiallyso
thatthesecurityandsafetyofour
fighting soldiers is not compro-
mised...”
Meanwhile, industry repre-

sentativessaidthatbesidesHPPE
and fabric, boron carbide and
other ceramics were also im-
ported fromChina formanufac-
ture of bullet-resistant jackets.
Said S C Kansal, Managing
DirectorofSMPPPvtltd,whichis
executingthecurrentcontract to
supplybullet-resistant jackets to
the Army: "Yes, we are reliant

uponimportsfromChinabutwill
movewiththemoodofthecoun-
try. If requiredwewill lookat al-
ternative routes for imports and
we have a vast Research &
Developmentwingfordoingso."
Sodependent on imports on

China,theindustrywaitsforMoD
directions. Mahendra Gupta,
ManagingDirector of StarWire
(India) Limited, said thathis firm
usesChinesematerial formanu-
facturingprotectivegearbutgiven
thekillingsandthestandoff, "the
protective gear industryneeds a
cleardirectiononimportsofcrit-
icalrawmaterialsfromChinaand
whatispermissible.”
Neeraj Gupta, Managing

DirectorofMKU,saidthefirmim-
portsrawmaterialsfromeitherUS
or European countries which
pushes prices up. “Chinese raw
materials are 60%-70% cheaper
thanotherinternationalfirmsbut
this is a sectorwhere quality of
gearandminimumlossof lifeon
frontlinesisoftheutmostimpor-
tance.”

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI, JUNE20

ASSAM’SPOLLUTIONwatchdog
hastoldOil IndiaLtd(OIL)toshut
downproductionanddrillingatall
installations in Upper Assam's
Baghjanoilfieldafterdiscovering
that the companyhad allegedly
startedoperations “without ob-
taining prior consent to
establish/consenttooperate"from
it.OIL’sset-upinBaghjan,wherea
wellhasbeenburningfordaysaf-
terablowout, issaidtohavebeen
functioningsince2003.
The closure notice, sent by

Pollution Control Board, Assam
(PBCA)totheCEOofOIL,alsocited
anumberofallegedenvironmen-
taltransgressionsbythePSU.
The ecological disaster at

Baghjan in Tinsuikadistrictwas
precipitatedbytheblowoutatwell
number5,reportedonMay27.On
June9, thewell—locatedclose to
the Dibru-Saikhowa national
park—caught fire, leading to the
deathsoftwoOILfirefighters.
Around 11,000 people from

thesurroundingvillagesarenow

inreliefcamps.
Y Suryanarayana, PCBA

Chairman,said:“Wehad(onJune
10) issuedashowcausenotice to
OIL. Theyhadaskedus for anex-
tensionoftimetoreply.Butweis-
sued the closure notice after a
week. The notice applies to all
wellsinBaghjan,hesaid.
Aspertheclosurenoticefrom

PCBA— issuedon June19—OIL
hasbeenoperatingtheBaghjanoil
fieldinstallation“withoutobtain-
ingpriorconsenttoestablish/con-
sent to operate from Pollution
Control BoardAssam,which is a
seriousviolationoftheprovisions
oftheWaterAct,1974,AirAct,1981
aswellasEnvironmentProtection
Act,1986”.
AnofficialfromOIL,requesting

anonymity,saidthatitwillseekle-
galrecourseonthematter.

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, JUNE20

JHARKHAND CHIEF Minister
Hemant SorenonSaturday said
the Union coal ministry's deci-
sion to go aheadwith commer-
cial mining by private players
and subsequent coal block auc-
tions, without taking its con-
cerns into consideration, shows
“blatant disregard” for co-oper-
ative federalism.
Hesaidtherearepotentialso-

cio-economicandenvironmental
coststothedecision,andthatsuch
miningwouldhaveanimpacton
forestsandthetribalpopulation.
“We have filed a petition in

the SupremeCourt. This is a big
policydecisionandthestategov-
ernment needs to be taken into
confidence.Mininghas been al-

waysaburningissue...Alofissues
like land, rights of the people...
need to be sorted.We have de-
cided not to hurry,” Soren said
Saturday. He added that there
shouldhavebeenasurvey toas-
certainwhetherpeoplebenefited
from themove. “That’swhywe
needtofightthis,”headded.
“Theneedforfairassessment

of the social and environmental
impactonthehugetribalpopula-
tionandvasttractsofforestlands
ofthestateanditsresidentswhich
arelikelytobeadverselyaffected,”
read an application filed by the
stategovernment.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

INDIANCOMPUTEREmergency
Response Team (CERT-In), the
government’s cyberwatchdog,
haswarnedof large-scalephish-
ingattackacrossthecountry,tak-
ing advantage of the Covid-19
pandemic.
In an advisory issued Friday,

CERT-In said that the “phishing
campaign is expected to imper-
sonategovernmentagencies,de-
partmentsandtradeassociations
whohavebeentaskedtooversee
thedisbursement of thegovern-
mentfiscalaid”.
Itwarnedpeople tobeaware

of “malicious phishing” emails,
textmessages, andmessages on
socialmedia“toprovidepersonal
andfinancialinformation”.Itsaid
theremaybe several emails, in-
cluding ncov2019@gov.in, that
spoof—or create fake email ad-
dressesthatimpersonatevarious
authorities—whichcouldbeused
inphishing.
“Themalicious group claims

tohave2millionindividualemail
addresses and the attack cam-
paignisexpectedtostartonJune
21,”theadvisorystated.The“ma-
liciousactors”,itwarned,areplan-
ningtosendemailswiththesub-
ject “free COVID-19 testing” for
residents of Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai, Hyderabad and
Ahmedabad.
CERT-Instated:“Thephishing

campaignisexpectedtousema-
liciousemailsunderthepretextof
local authorities in chargeof dis-
pensing government-funded
Covid-19supportinitiatives.Such
emailsaredesignedtodriverecip-
ients towards fake websites
where they are deceived into
downloadingmalicious files or
enteringpersonalandfinancialin-
formation.”
The agencyhas advisedpeo-

pletonotopenattachmentsfrom
unsolicitedemailsandbecautious
about phishing domains and
spellingerrors inemails as some
ofthemethodsofprotection.

Asoldierat theSrinagar-
Ladakhhighway. AP/File

Assam pollution board tells
OIL to shutter ops at Baghjan

Watchdog
warns of
large-scale
phishing
attack

TheBaghjanfire. File

JPNadda

Cong leaders
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soldiers: Nadda

Hemant
Soren

Soren slams Centre’s
decision on coal mining
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NNOORRTTHH EEAASSTTEERRNN RRAAIILLWWAAYY

Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer,

Mechanical Workshop, N.E.

Railway, Gorakhpur for & on behalf

of President of India invites

“OPEN” E-Tender through online

(e-tendering) for the following work :

Tender No. and Description of

Work: EL-WS-GKP-2020-01,

Provision of Exhaust fan for

improvement in Ventilation of Toilets

of 100 Nos. AC Coaches in

Mechanical Workshop, Gorakhpur.

Approx Value¼`½:1670352.00,

E.M.D. Money¼`½: 33400.00, Cost

of Tender Form ¼`½ :2,000/- ,

Completion time/period from the

date issue of acceptance letter:

12Months. E-tender online will be

submitted upto 15:00 Hrs on dated:

13.07.2020. For full details and

submission of bid please see the

Indian Railway IREPS official

website www.ireps.gov.in.

““NNeevveerr ttrraavveell oonn rrooooff aanndd ffoooott bbooaarrddss””

About any passenger amenity complain
SMS on Mobile No. 09794845955

TENDER NOTICE NO.
EL-WS-GKP-2020-01

Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer
CPRO/EL-25 (WS)/Gorakhpur

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES
Department of Materials Management (Imports Section)

SOURA SRINAGAR, JAMMU & KASHMIR-190011
E-mail: ammoimports@skims.ac.in, Fax: 0194-2403403

e-NIT No.: SIMS-324-NIT 07 (IMPORTS) OF 2020
DATED: 16.06.2020

Subject: Abbreviated Notice Inviting Tenders for Supply/ Installation/ Commissioning of
various Bio-Medical Equipments for Cardiology SKIMS.

On behalf of the Lt. Governor of Union Territary of Jammu and Kashmir through Director,
Sher-i-Kashmir Institute of Medical Science, Soura, Srinagar, e-tenders are invited from
the Original Manufacturers/their Indian Subsidiaries/ Indian Agents on the authorization of
principal Panufacturers/ Indian Subsidiary if 100% Subsidiary of foreign principals (for
imported equipment) and Manufacturers/their Authorized Dealers for the J&K State (for
indigenous equipment) for Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of following Bio-
Medical Equipments:

The detailed tender document is available on www.jktenders.gov.in & on SKIMS web-
site www.skims.ac.in. The NIT schedule is as per following:

Complete bidding process will be done online on e-Tendering portal
www.jktenders.gov.in & the tenders should be submitted strictly in accordance with the
provision of the detailed NIT.

Sd/-
Asstt. Materials Management Officer (Imports)

For & on behalf of Chief of
Materials Management

Last Date for Submission of Online Bids 22.07.2020 upto 4.00 P.M.
Opening of Technical Bids 24.07.2020 at 12.30 P.M.

No. SIMS-324-NIT 07 (Imports) 2020-1984-91
Dated: 16.06.2020

Group Name of the Item Qty. Tender Fee EMD
A Flat Panel Digital Cardioc Cath Lab with 3D 01 No. Rs. 5000/- Rs. 11,00,000/-

Imaging & accessories.

B Transport Ventilators 02 No. Rs. 1000/- Rs. 12,000/-

C Patient Monitors 06 No. Rs. 2000/- Rs. 24,000/-

D Transport Monitors 02 No. Rs. 1000/- Rs. 8,000/-

E Delibrillators 06 No. Rs. 2000/- Rs. 60,000/-

F Single Chamber Temporary external Pacemaker 06 No. Rs. 1000/- Rs. 15,000/-

mm00ÁÁ00 iikkoojj VVªªkkaallffee''kkuu ddkkjjiikkssjjss''kkuu ffyy00 bbZZ&&ffuuffoonnkk
vvkkeeUU==..kk llwwppuukk vuqHkoh dk;Znk;h laLFkkvks@QekZs

l s f o f H k U u d k ; k s Z g s r q b Z & f u f o n k l a [ ; k
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dksbZ dkj.k crk;s vLohdkj@foHkkftr djus dk
vf/kdkj v|ksgLrk{kjdrkZ ds ikl lqjf{kr jgsxkA
d`Ik;k foLr`r tkudkjh] MkmuyksM] vU; la'kks/kuksa
,oa bZ&fufonk izLrqr djus ds fnukad rd foLrkj
vkfn ds lEcU/k esa d`Ik;k etender.up.nic.in ij
ykWx vku djsaA vvff//kk''kkkkllhh vvffHHkk;;UUrrkk ffoo||qqrr iikkjjss""kk..kk

[[kk..MM]] eessjjBB]] ii==kkaadd 11772233@@ffoo-iikk-[[kk-eess-@@ffuuffoonnkk
llwwppuukk]] ffnnuuaakkdd 1199-0066-22002200

CX.´fi. ´ffUSX MÑfÔÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSXZVf³f d»f. BÊ-d³fdUQf Af¸fÔÂf¯f
Àfc¨f³ff A³fb·fUe I ßfZ¯fe I f¹fÊQf¹fe ÀfaÀ±ffAûa/ Af´fcd°fÊI °ffÊAûa ÀfZ
dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f ¸fÔO»f, ¦fiZMS ³fûEOf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f Àff¸f¦fie/ I f¹fûË
W Z°fb BÊ-d³fdUQf¹fZÔ BÊ-´fûMÊ»f etender.up.nic.in ´fS Qû ·ff¦fûa ¸fZa
d³fdUQf Jû»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI I û 12.00 ¶fþZ °fI Af¸fadÂf°f I e þf°fe
W`ÔÜ dªfÀfI f ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f CÀfe dQ³f Ii ¸fVf: 03.00/ 03.15/ 03.30/
03.40 ¶fªfZ (¹fdQ A½fI fVf/ A³¹f I fS¯f Wû °fû A¦f»fZ I f¹fÊ
dQ½fÀf ¸fZÔ) Jû»ff ªff¹fZ¦ffÜ d³f²ffÊdS °f d³fdUQf Vfb»I
AfS.Me.þe.EÀf./ E³f.BÊ.ER .Me. °f±ff ²fS ûWS S fdVf
AfS.Me.þe.EÀf./ E³f.BÊ.ER .Me./ ¶f`ÔI ¦ffSaMe IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ
(d³fdUQf Vfb»I EUÔ ²fSûWS SfdVf ´fÈ±fI -´fÈ±fI WÀ°ffÔ°fdS°f I e
þf³fe W`) Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹fa°ff, d½fôb°f 400 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi J¯O,
¦fiZMS ³fûEOf IZ ´fÃf ¸fZÔ ´fÔþf¶f ³f`Vf³f»f ¶f`ÔI I e AfBÊ.Àfe.Oe.
d°f»f´°ff, QfQSe (¦fü°f¸f¶fbð ³f¦fS), C.´fi. VffJf ¸fZÔ ÀfÔ¨ffd»f°f ¨ff»fc
¶f`ÔI Jf°ff ÀfÔ£¹ff 0109012100000756 (IFSC Code
PUNB0466300) ¸fZÔ þ¸ff I Sf¹ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ d³fd½fQf IZ ´fi±f¸f
·ff¦f ¸fZÔ AfS.Me.ªfe.EÀf./ E³f.BÊ.ER .Me. õfSf ªf¸ff dI ¹fZ ¦f¹fZ
d³fd½fQf Vfb»I EUÔ ²fSûWS SfdVf I e ´fZ-B³fdÀ»f´f ¹f±ff ¹fûª¹f
¹fc.Me.AfS. Àfa£¹ff I e ´fid°f, d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf, ´f`³f I fOÊ, þe.EÀf.Me.
ÀfÔ£¹ff, B³I ¸f M`¢Àf dSM³fÊ I e À½f¹fa ´fi¸ffd¯f°f Lf¹ff´fid°f, °fI ³feI e
A³fb·fU ¹f±ff I ßfZ¯fe Aô°f³f (d½fôb°f ÀfbSÃff C.´fi. ÀfSI fS õfSf
´fiQØf), BÊ.EÀf.AfBÊ., BÊ.´fe.ER ., ¶fe¸ff Àfa¶fa²fe ´fi´fÂf (ªfû dI
Ad³f½ff¹fÊ W`) B°¹ffdQ BÊ-´fûMÊ»f ´fS ÀI` ³O ´fid°f¹ffg (PDF for-
mat) °f±ff BÊ-d³fdUQf IZ dõ°fe¹f ·ff¦f ¸fZÔ QSmÔ EUÔ Ufd¯fdª¹fI d³f¹f¸f
U Vf°fZË BÊ-´fûMÊ»f ´fS A´f»fûO I e þf¹fZÔ¦feÜ d³fdUQf I e U`²f°ff
Jb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f ÀfZ 90 dQ³f Wû¦feÜ 1. d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff Me-49/
2020-21: dUôb°f ´ffSm¿f¯f J¯O, JbªffÊ IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe.
C´fIZ ³ýi, ªfWfa¦feS´fbS ´fS 33 IZ .½fe. ¶fZ IZ d³f¸ffÊ¯f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS
SfdVf ÷ . 2,000/- (÷ . Qû WªffS ¸ffÂf)Ü d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ÷ .
590/- (I S ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI 20.07.2020Ü 2.
d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff Me-50/ 2020-21: dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O, JbªffÊ IZ
A³°f¦fÊ°f d½fd·f³³f C´fIZ ³ýiûÔ ´fS Ad¦³f ¹f³ÂfûÔ I e dSR »fe¦f I f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 2,000/- (÷ . Qû WªffS ¸ffÂf)Ü d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf
Vfb»I ÷ . 590/- (I S ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI 20.07.2020Ü
3. d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff Me-51/ 2020-21: dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O, JbªffÊ
IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d½fd·f³³f C´fIZ ³ýiûÔ ´fS Ad¦³f Vf¸f³f ¹f³ÂfûÔ I e dSR »fe¦f
I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 2,000/- (÷ . Qû WªffS ¸ffÂf)Ü d³fd½fQf
´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ÷ . 590/- (I S ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI
20.07.2020Ü BÊ-d³fdUQf IZ ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f CÀfe dQ³f d³f²ffÊdS°f Àf¸f¹f
´fS ÀffUÊþd³fI ø ´f ÀfZ Jû»ff þf¹fZ¦ff EUÔ ·ff¦f dõ°fe¹f (´fifBþd¶fO)
Jb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f °fQû³fbÀffS UZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e þf¹fZ¦feÜ
d³fdUQf ·ff¦f ´fi±f¸f ¸fZÔ Àf¸¶fd²f°f ´fi´fÂfûÔ I f A´f»fûO ³ff dI ¹fZ þf³fZ
I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ d³fdUQf I f ·ff¦f dõ°fe¹f (´fifBÊÀf d¶fO) ³fWea Jû»ff
þf¹fZ¦ffÜ BÊ-d³fdUQfAûÔ I û d¶f³ff I ûBÊ I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹fZ AÀUeI fS/
dU·ffdþ°f I S³fZ I f Ad²fI fS A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ ´ffÀf ÀfbSdÃf°f
SWZ¦ffÜ IÈ ´f¹ff dUÀ°fÈ°f þf³fI fSe, OfC³f »fûO, A³¹f ÀfÔVfû²f³fûÔ EUÔ
BÊ-d³fdUQf ´fiÀ°fb°f I S³fZ IZ dQ³ffÔI °fI dUÀ°ffS AfdQ IZ Àf¸¶f³²f
¸fZÔ IÈ ´f¹ff etender.up.nic.in ´fS »ffg¦f Af³f I SZÔÜ WXÀ°ff./-
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f ´ffSmX¿f¯f ¸faOX»f, CX.´fi.´ff.MÑXf.IYf.d»f.,
400 IZY.½fe. CX´fIZY³ýi, ´ff»fe, ¦fiZMXSX ³fûEOXf, kkSXf¿MÑXdWX°f ¸fZÔ DYþfÊ
¶f¨ff¹fZÔll ´fÂffÔIY 838/ d½f.´ff.¸fa./ ¦fiZ.³ff./ T-49 to 51/
2020-21/ dQ³ffÔIY: 17.06.2020
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,JUNE20

THEUTTARPradeshgovernment
on Saturday relaxed the rule for
dischargeofasymptomaticcoro-
navirus patients from institu-
tionalquarantine.Itsaidtheycan
bedischarged after spending10
days in hospitals followed by
homeisolationforaweek.
Untilnow,asymptomaticpa-

tientsweredischargediftheirsec-
ond test, taken on the 12th day
from thedate of the first test re-
sult, returnednegative, and they
hadtheoxygenlevelofmorethan
94per centandnosymptomsor
feverinthelastthreedays.Ifthese
conditionsweremet, patients
wereaskedtoisolateathomefor
aweek. Before this rule, a Covid
patienthadtoobtaintwoconsec-
utivenegativereports.
However, symptomatic pa-

tientsstillhavetotestnegativeon
the12thdayfordischarge.
Principal Secretary (Health)

Amit Mohan Prasad said,
“...Asymptomatic patientswith
nosymptomscanbedischarged
after 10 days and will have to
stay in home quarantine for
seven days, whereas sympto-
matic patients will only be al-
lowed to go home after their
Covid-19 report is negative.”
According toagovernmentbul-
letin on Thursday, the state had
1,01,236isolationbeds,ofwhich,
5,661wereoccupied.

InUP,allasymptomaticCovid
patients have to behospitalised.
The Supreme Court had earlier
thisweekpulledup theUPgov-
ernmentforthemandatoryinsti-
tutional quarantine for patients
with no symptoms. “Don't put
asymptomaticpeople inquaran-
tine,youwillhaveabigproblem.
Noida isdoing it and theUPgov-
ernmentisinadenialmode,"the
courtsaid.Duringaprevioushear-
ing, the court observed that the
rulemay create “chaos 15 days
downtheline”andrancounterto
thenationalguidelines.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath ordered that
“doctorspostedonadministrative
postsmayalsobeconsidered for
clinical jobs”. Adityanath in-
structedofficialstoensuresurveil-
lancesystemismademoreeffec-
tive and that the number of
surveillance committees should
beincreasedto1lakh.
“He asked Health, Medical

Education departments along
with district administrations to
workinthisdirectionasitwillbe
an important effort to break the
infectionchain,”saidastatement
issuedbythestategovernment.
Apartfromallhospitalsinthe

state, the government also said
Covid-19helpdeskswillbeestab-
lished inoffices. Adityanath also
congratulated Prime Minister
NarendraModiforthestartofthe
Gareeb Kalyan Rozgar Yojna.
Under thescheme,31districts in
UPhavebeenshortlisted.

CASES IN DIAL 112 OFFICE
Thestaff ofDial112, theUttarPradeshemergencyhelpline,weresenthomeaftersix
Covid-19casesweredetected intheiroffice inLucknowonSaturday.Vishal Srivastav

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JUNE20

ADAYafterCongressstatepres-
ident Mullappally
RamachandransaidstateHealth
MinisterKKShailajawanted"to
become Covid queen", he re-
fused to tender an apology on
Saturday,evenasChiefMinister
Pinarayi Vijayan referred to the
remarksas "anti-women".
WhileaddressingaCongress

protest over the Centre's deci-
sion to make Covid-19 tests
mandatory for expats,
Ramachandran had said, "The
healthminister has done little

forthestate'sfightagainstCovid-
19 andNipah.When the Nipah
outbreak was reported in
Kozhikode (in 2018), a few per-
sonshad tried to take the credit
(for containing the outbreak). It
was the work of doctors and
nurses that helped contain
Nipah.CongressleadersRamesh
Chennithala, Oommen Chandy
and I hadbeen there onvarious
occasions. The minister
(Shailaja) had camped in
Kozhikodeonlyasaguestartist.
Shehadthenbeentryingforthe
titleofNipahprincess.Now,she
wantstobecomeCovidQueen."
He refused to apologise on

Saturday, saying, "There is no
reasontotenderanapology.Iam

not Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan to insult womanhood.
The credit of containing Covid-
19goestohealthworkers,notto
the chief minister or the health
minister."
Responding,Vijayansaidthe

attackonShailajareflectedape-
culiarmentalstatus,andthatthe
commentswereanti-women.
"Wedon'tseethisasacheap

criticismof the leaderof theop-
positionparty. Instead, it shows
thathegetsdisturbedwhenthe
world lauds the state.We have
been fighting against Covid-19
in a manner praised by the
world. We have arrested the
pandemic, winning the atten-
tionof theentireworld.''

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

THE CHIEF servitor of the
Jagannath Temple in Puri has
moved the Supreme Court ask-
ing it to recall its order refusing
permission for this year’s Rath
YatrascheduledtobeginonJune
23. Pattajoshi Mohapatra said
theannualprocession,attended
bylakhs,isan“essentialreligious
practice” protected by the
Constitution, and that non-ob-
servanceofthesame“affectsthe
verysanctity”of theshrine.
Acting on a plea by an

Odisha-based NGO, the top
courthadon June18refused to
grant permission to hold the
festival, citing the Covid-19
pandemic.
In his plea on Saturday,

Mohapatraclaimedthat theya-
tra had been held even during
theSpanishFluoutbreakof1919.
“Unlike the Rath Yatras of

other Deities of other Temples
elsewhere where only the

UtsavaMurtis are taken out of
the Temple, in the case of the
Shri Jagannatha Mandir the
main Deities i.e., Jagannatha,
Balabhadra & Subhadra them-
selvesmove out of theMandir
and therefore this Rath Yatra is
uniqueandhasanunbrokentra-
dition. It is humbly reiterated
that this ritual isnot amerecel-
ebratoryfestivityforpubliccon-
sumption, but is a mandatory
and essential part of the
Temple’s religious practice,
which the Temple or its admin-
istrators are religiously man-
dated to observe and perform
under any and all circum-
stances”, theplea said.
Mohapatra, who is also the

headof theNijoga—theassocia-
tion of Sevaks/Sevayats recog-
nized by the TempleManaging
Committee under the Shri
Jagannath Temple Act, 1955—
claimed the practice “has been
recorded in the Skanda Purana
and the Niladri Mahodaya,
which attest to the validity and
significanceof theRathYatra”.

MILINDGHATWAI
BHOPAL, JUNE20

HOURSAFTERhecasthisvotein
theMadhya Pradesh Assembly
premisesduringtheRajyaSabha
election, BJP MLA Omprakash
Saklecha tested positive for
Covid-19 lateonFridaynight.
The 62-year-old legislator

from Javad in Neemuch had
also attended the BJP legisla-
ture partymeeting at its head-
quarters on Thursday and in-
teracted with senior local and
national leaders over the last
three days.
While some BJP MLAs vol-

unteered to get themselves
tested on Saturday, the
Assembly Secretariat, after go-

ing through CCTV footage, in-
formed a few members who
stood in the voting queue near
Saklecha to get tested.
Saklechabecamethesecond

legislator from the state to con-
tract the disease after Congress
MLAKunalChaudhary,whocast
hisvotewearingaPPEsuit.
SaklechahadcometoBhopal

onJune16,threedaysbeforevot-
ing. He told The Indian Express
that he had shifted to his farm-
house from his residence in
Javad town after a neighbour
testedpositive threeweeksago.
The legislator said his wife

had a fever, but because both
came from a hotspot, they got
tested.Both testedpositive.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAIPUR, JUNE20

THE RAJASTHAN Health
DepartmentonSaturdayissued
notificationsfixingalimitonthe
charges for Covid-19 testing at
private laboratories to Rs 2,200
as well as limiting the per day
general ward charge for treat-
ment at private hospitals to Rs
2,000. Italsolimitedtheperday
charge for a bed in the ICUwith
aventilator toRs4,000.
The notifications came on

Saturday, a day after Chief
MinisterAshokGehlotchaireda
meeting regarding the issue.
The notification on testing

pricelimitcoversallprivatelab-
oratories accredited by the
NationalAccreditationBoardFor
Testing and Calibration
Laboratories (NABL) and ap-
proved by the Indian Council of
MedicalResearch (ICMR).
ForanICUwithventilator,the

maximum charge per bed has
beenfixedatRs4,000perday.

ENS&PTI
JAMMU,LEH, JUNE20

THE LADAKH Autonomous Hill
Development Council (LADHC), Kargil,
on Saturday suspended Congress
Councillor Zakir Hussain, a day after he
was booked by police over an allegedly
seditiousphoneconversationthatwent
viral on social media. Hewas arrested
earlySaturday.
Ameeting of the Executive Council

was convened by Chief Executive
CouncillorofLAHDCFerozAhmadKhan,
following information from the Kargil
District Magistrate regarding the FIR

againstHussainandhisarrest.
The meeting decided that orders

for his suspension shall be issued by
the Deputy Commissioner, who is
also the Chief Executive Officer of
LAHDCKargil.
The power of removal of amember

also came up for discussion during the
meeting,anditwasgivenoutthatitvests
with the government under Section 19
of theLAHDCAct.
Ladakh Police on Friday booked

Hussain over a leaked phone conversa-
tion, inwhichHussain allegedlymakes
derogatoryremarksontheIndianArmy
andPrimeMinister.
The Congress had distanced itself

from the conversation and issued a
showcausenotice tohim.
“Weherebyclarify that this ispurely

a private conversation between two in-
dividualsandthepartyhasnothingtodo
withit.TheCongressstronglycondemns
the contents of this conversation,”
CongressdistrictpresidentNasirMunshi
said inastatement.
“District Police Kargil lodges case

against a sitting Councillor of LAHDC
(Kargil) for viral audio clip containing
incriminating contents, prejudicial to
the regional/religious peace and tran-
quillity, spreading rumours and sedi-
tious in nature,” IGP Ladakh had
tweeted.

Now,asymptomaticpatientscango
homeafter10dayswithoutsecondtest

UP relaxes rule
to discharge
Covid patients

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE, JUNE20

GLENMARKPharmaceuticalson
Saturdayannouncedthelaunch
of antiviral drug Favipiravir
(brand name FabiFlu®) for the
treatment of mild tomoderate
Covid-19patients.
Glenmarkhasreceivedman-

ufacturing andmarketing ap-
proval from India’s drug regula-
tor,makingFabiFlu®thefirstoral
Favipiravir-approvedmedication
in India for the treatment of

Covid-19,officials saidatapress
conferenceorganisedonline.
Favipiravir is backed by

strongclinicalevidenceshowing
encouraging results in patients
withmildtomoderateCovid-19.
The antiviral offers broad

spectrum RNA virus coverage
with clinical improvement
noted across age groups 20 to
>90 years. Favipiravir can be
used in Covid-19 patients with
co-morbidconditionssuchasdi-
abetes and heart disease with
mild to moderate Covid-19
symptoms.Itoffersrapidreduc-

tioninviralloadwithinfourdays
andprovidesfastersymptomatic
andradiological improvement.
Of most importance,

Favipiravir has shown clinical
improvement of up to 88 per
cent inmildtomoderateCovid-
19 cases, an official statement
said.
Glenn Saldanha, Chairman

and Managing Director of
Glenmark Pharmaceuticals Ltd,
saidFabiFlu®hasdemonstrated
anencouragingresponseinmild
tomoderate Covid-19 patients
duringclinical trials.

Kerala CM hits out at state Cong
chief over ‘Covid queen’ remark

Glenmark announces launch of
Favipiravir to treat Covid patients

Jagannath Temple chief
servitor moves SC against
Rath Yatra cancellation

Hours after casting vote, MLA
tests positive for Covid-19

Rajasthan caps
treatment, testing
fees at private
Covid facilities

Kargil Congress councillor arrested,
suspended over phone conversation

New Delhi
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F.N. 03/ABCON/LNH Dated:
For applying to B.Sc (Hons) Nursing Programme (Four Year) in Ahilya Rai College of
Nursing, LNH, (For female candidate only) candidate are advised to see website: -
www.abconduadmission.in for all details. Candidates can apply on line by their own
facilities system from 24.06.2020 to 13.07.2020.

Sd/-
(Banbari Lal)

Director (Admin.)
DIP/Shabdarth/0089/20-21 LNH, New Delhi-02

(AHILYA BAI COLLEGE OF NURSING)
GOVERNMENT OF NCT OF DELHI

OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL
SUPERINTENDENT

LOK NAYAK HOSPITAL: NEW DELHI-110002
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BASHAARATMASOOD
SRINAGAR, JUNE20

THE JAMMU and Kashmir ad-
ministrationplanstoopenabout
200 liquor shops in Jammuand
Kashmir, 67 of whichwill be in
theValley. Themovehasdrawn
opposition from religious lead-
ers in theValley.
In a letter to J&K’s Financial

Commissioner, Excise
Commissioner Rajesh Kumar

Shavan sought approval to start
the process. The letter suggests
theopeningof 183 liquor vends
in the Union territory — 116 in
Jammuand67 in theValley.
While liquor is sold freely in

Jammuprovince, there are very
fewshopsandbarsintheValley.
The new proposal to open

liquorstoresacrossKashmirhas
metwithobjectionsintheValley
asIslamprohibitstheconsump-
tionof liquor.
“This is an attack onour cul-

tureandwewillopposeit,”Grand
MuftiNasirulIslamtoldTheIndian
Express. “Wewill call (ameeting
of)allreligiousleadersanddiscuss
thestrategyonhowtostopit.Asof
now, I can't say howwewill go
about it but it will be opposed
withourfullmight.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

J&K admin plans to open 200 liquor
shops, religious leaders in Valley object

ARUNSHARMA
JAMMU,JUNE20

THEBSFsaidthataPakistanidrone
carrying arms and ammunition
wasshotdownonSaturdaymorn-
ingatRathuavillageinKathuadis-
trict’sHiranagar sector along the
Line of Control --months after
PunjabPoliceclaimedtohavere-
covered weapons dropped by
Pakistanidrones.
The incident comes amid re-

portsofmilitantsfacingshortage
of weapons and increased vigil
alongtheborders.
Pakistan’s attempt to use a

dronetoairdropweaponsaddsa
newdimension to themilitancy
in Kashmir, said BSF Inspector
General for JammuFrontiers,NS

Jamwal. He said a patrol party
fromPansarborderoutpost(BOP)
noticedahexacopterdroneflying
at a height of 150-200 ft from
Pakistan towards the Indian side
around 5.10 am. The drone fell
nearly250metreson this sideof
theborderaftertheBSFpartyfired
severalroundsatit.

Fittedwithfourbatteries,ara-
dio signal receiver and twoGPS
devices,itwas8x6.2ftinsizeand
weighed18kg.Thedronewascar-
ryingapayloadofnearly5kg, in-
cludingaUS-madeM4semi-au-
tomatic carbine, twomagazines,
60 rounds and seven Chinese
grenades.Thepayloadcarriedthe
nameofoneAliBhai,Jamwalsaid,
adding that he,must be present
within1-1.5kmrangeofthespot
toreceivetheconsignment.
At a high-level meet on

Thursday,J&KDGPDilbaghSingh
had called for “extra attention”
along the UT’s border with
Pakistan, saying that the neigh-
bouring countrywill try topush
inmoreterroristsandgiveimpe-
tustoviolenceinviewofthebor-
dersituationinLadakh.

BSF: Pak drone carrying
weapons shot down at LoC

Thedowneddrone

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR, JUNE20

SIXCIVILIANSwere injuredand
at least a dozen homes were
damaged in cross-border
shelling in North Kashmir's Uri
onSaturday, anofficial said.
Armyofficials saidPakistan

violated ceasefire in Uri and
Rampur sectors of Baramulla
district along the Line of
Control.
Srinagar-based15Corpsput

the number of injured civilians
at four. “On 20 Jun 2020, in the
morning hours, Pakistan initi-
atedanunprovokedceasefirevi-
olation along the LoC by firing
Mortars & otherweapons. Four
civilians injured. Befitting re-
sponseisbeinggiven,”theArmy
tweeted.Inanothertweet,Army
said Pakistan violated ceasefire
in Uri sector in the afternoon.
Officials said the shelling
stoppedaroundevening.

Militant killed
Onemilitantwas killed in an

encounterbetweenmilitantsand
security forces inKulgamdistrict
Saturday. Police said the en-
counter broke out in the
Likhdiporaarea. Theoperation is
continuing, itsaid.

Six civilians
injured in Pak
shelling in
Uri, Rampur

VISVA-BHARATI SANTINIKETAN
Advertisement No. 1/2020 dated 20.06.2020

Name of the posts :
1) Director 5 Nos,
2) Registrar
3) Finance Officer
4) Internal Audit Officer
(On Deputation)
For details log on to www.visva-bharati.ac.in Last date of
Application 15th July, 2020 before 6.00 P.M.

New Delhi



10 WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THE SUNDAY EXPRESS,JUNE21,2020

MAHATMA GANDHI STATE INSTITUTE OF
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, PUNJAB

(As ISO 9001:2015 Certified Punjab Government Organization
devoted to training and research in Public Administration)

Institutional Area, Sector 26, Chandigarh 160019, India

Phone:+91-172-2793588-91 I Fax: +91-172-2793588-91 Extn: 400

E-mail: helpdesk.mgsipa@punjab.gov.in

Web: mgsipa.punjab.gov.in

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

(Ref. No. MGSIPA/Estt./Adv./746, dated 19.06.2020)

Online bids are invited from reputed manpower supply firms in elec-
tronic tendering system for the annual contract of “Providing manpower
Services in MGSIPA.”

Important Dates

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS

1. The tender documents can be download from website
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

2. For any clarification/difficulty regarding e-tendering process, the
firms/contractors can contact on 0172-2970263, 0172-2970284.

3. Any corrigendum/addendum/corrections, if any, shall be pub-
lished on the website (https://eproc.punjab.gov.in) only.

4. Bidders shall have to pay the fees (earnest money, document fee
and processing fee, etc.) through online mode as mentioned on
e-portal https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

Special Chief Secretary-cum-
Director General, MGSIPA37872/Pb

Publishing Date and 22.06.2020 Document download/ 13.07.2020
Time 11.00 AM sale and Date and Time 01.00 PM

Document Download/ 22.06.2020 Bid submission closing 13.07.2020
Sale start Date and Time 11.00 AM Date and Time 01.00 PM

Bid Submission Start 22.06.2020 Bid Opening Date and 16.07.2020
Date and Time 11.00 AM Time 11.00 AM

Martyr of CISF on 21th June
CISF proudly remembers the supreme
sacrifice of this brave-heart. On this day, he
laid down his life at the altar of duty while
fighting with the terrorists. His courage and
bravery would remain an abiding source of
inspiration for the force. The force will
remain eternally indebted to him for his
noblest deed.


S�A�L�U�T�E �T�H�E 
S�O�L�D�I�E	R

ASI/EXE ISHWAR

SINGH
SHEP SALAL

21-06-1995

e-Tender Extension Notice
´fÂffaIY: 1395/A²fe.Ad·f.(IYf¹fÊVff»ff.)Q.d½f.d½f.d³f.d»f./d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff dQ³ffaIY: 20.06.2020

Tender
No.

Short Description Estimated
Cost in

Rs.

Revised
Earnest

Money in Rs.

Revised
Tender Fee

in Rs.

Tender
Opening

Date & Time

58/2019-20 AMC of Machineries at
various workshops under
EWD, Kanpur

Approx. Rs.
35.00 Lac

Rs. 35,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

10.07.2020
16:00 Hrs.

59/2019-20 AMC of Machineries at
various workshops under
EWD, Jhansi/Banda

Approx. Rs.
25.00 Lac

Rs. 25,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

10.07.2020
16:00 Hrs.

82/2019-20 Supply and Installation Oven,
HT/LT Winding Machine, Fire
Extenguishers other
Mescellaneous Machine work
at newly workshop Vidhuna
(Auraiya) under EWD, Kanpur
(Date Extension 22.06.2020
to 03.07.2020)

Approx. Rs.
49.81 Lac

Rs. 50,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

03.07.2020
16:00 Hrs.

83/2019-20 Supply and Installation Oil
Protection System & Filling
Service Station work at newly
workshop Vidhuna (Auraiya)
under EWD, Kanpur (Date
Extension 22.06.2020 to
03.07.2020)

Approx. Rs.
45.29 Lac

Rs. 45,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

03.07.2020
16:00 Hrs.

84/2019-20 Supply and Installation Testing
Equipments for Transformer at
newly workshop Vidhuna
(Auraiya) under EWD, Kanpur
(Date Extension 22.06.2020
to 03.07.2020)

Approx. Rs.
17.09 Lac

Rs. 17,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

03.07.2020
16:00 Hrs.

85/2019-20 Supply and Installation 3 Ton
Moterised hoiest for stacking
yard & Prepairing washing,
Painting Area at newly
workshop Vidhuna (Auraiya)
under EWD, Kanpur (Date
Extension 22.06.2020 to
03.07.2020)

Approx. Rs.
14.90 Lac

Rs. 15,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

03.07.2020
16:00 Hrs.

86/2019-20 Supply and Installation of
Electric work at newly
workshop Vidhuna (Auraiya)
under EWD, Kanpur (Date
Extension 22.06.2020 to
03.07.2020)

Approx. Rs.
50.26 Lac

Rs. 50,000.00 Rs. 3,000.00
(GST Extra)

03.07.2020
16:00 Hrs.

01/2020-21 Supply and Installation of Oil
Filling System at newly
workshop Orai (Jalaun) under
EWD, Jhansi

Approx. Rs.
8.04 Lac

Rs. 8,000.00 Rs. 1,000.00
(GST Extra)

03.07.2020
16:00 Hrs.

Other Terms & Conditions have been given in detailed tender for which please visit
at eprocurement portal of UP Government https://etender.up.nic.in or contact us at
given address as follows:

Urja Bhawan, 220 KV Sub-Station, Bye Pass
Road, Sikandra, Agra- 282007 (UP) Ph. No.
9068944455

Superintending Engineer
(Workshop)

D.V.V.N.L. AGRA

DAKSHINANCHAL VIDYUT VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED
(UNDERTAKING OF U.P. GOVERNMENT)

(CIN: U31200UP2003SGC027460)

Jammu & Kashmir Power Development
Corporation

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
GENERATION DIVISION LJHP GANTAMULLA BLA

Email: xeneljhp@gmail.com
EXTENSION NOTICE No. 02

Due to poor response to this office E-NIT No. 01 of 2020-21
dated: 21.04.2020 issued vide this office No. GD/LJHP/34-53
dated: 21.04.2020 for Survey, Design, Engineering,
Fabrication, supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning
of HDPE Pipe Debris Barrier Boom with pathway at
Headworks Barrage LJHP Gantamulla and maintenance of
Barrier for 3 years from the date of commissioning. (Tender
ID: 2020_SPDC_95958_1) the critical dates are re-scheduled as
under:

All the terms and conditions shall remain the same.
Sd/-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
Generation Division LJHP,

Gantamulla Baramulla
No: GD/LJHP/358-62
DATED:- 17.06.2020

S. Activity Date already Dates as per new
No. tendered schedule

1. Date of Issue of tender 21.04.2020 21.04.2020
notice

2. Period of downloading 23.04.2020 to 23.04.2020 to
of bidding documents. 15.06.2020 09.07.2020

3. Bid submission start date 23.04.2020 23.04.2020

4. Bid submission end date 15.06.2020 09.07.2020

5. Deadline for receiving the 17.06.2020 11.07.2020
hard copies (CDR/EMD).

6. Date & time of opening of 09.06.2020 13.07.2020
Technical Bid (Online).

n‰˘¥…“ + Ω˛±™……  ¥…∂¥… ¥…t…±…™…
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NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Gist of NIT No. 15 of 2020-21 Dated 17.06.2020

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of U.T. of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical, SKIMS, Soura,
MC&H Bemina, Srinagar, invites Online e-bids in Two (02) cover systems from Original Lift Manufacturers or their
Authorized Dealers/ Authorized Representatives/ Registered and reputed Firms having experience in installation of Lifts
in Govt. Institutions/Departments, detailed in the tender document for the following works.

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL
SCIENCES, SOURA

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL, SKIMS MC&H,
BEMINA & SKIMS, SOURA, SRINAGAR

Tel.: 0194-2402617, Ext.: 2159, E-mail: mechanicalskims@gmail.com

Sr. Name of the Work Estimated Cost
No. (In Lacs)

1. Design, Supply, Installation, Testing, Inspection and Commissioning of Fifteen (15) 21.00
Passenger Elevator with three years comprehensive maintenance and allied works
for Nursing College at SKIMS, Soura.

The complete tender document is available at website: http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested Bidders/Tenderers may
view, download the e-Bid document, seek clarifications and submit their bids online upto the date and time men-
tioned in the table below. Tender Document contains qualifying criteria for bidders. Specifications, Bills of
Quantities & Terms and Conditions of the contract and other relevant details.

No. SIMS 139 EX./MECH/-2020-21/-1049-59 Sd/- Executive Engineer
Dated: 17.06.2020 Mechanical, SKIMS.

i. Date and Time of downloading/ Sale of Tender documents
(Starting Date)

ii. Date & Time of Bidding Queries/ clarification/Pre-Bid meet

iii. Last Date & Time of Bid uploading

iv. Date of Submission of hard copies (Only Original EMD/
DD for Document Fee)

v. Date & Time of Commercial/ Technical Bid (Cover-I)
opening

vi. Date & Time of Financial Bid (Cover-IInd) opening of the
qualifying Bidders

vii. Cost of e-Bid Document

viii. Amount of Earnest Money Deposit (CDR/FDR)

ix. Completion Time

x. Budget Head

19.06.2020 (11.00 hrs.)

22.06.2020 upto 14.00 hours

07.07.2020 upto 11.00 hours

08.07.2020 upto 14.00 hours

09.07.2020 11.00 hours (or next
convenient day)

shall be intimated separately

Rs. 1500/- (Rupees One Thousand & Five Hundred only)

Rs. 42,000/- (Rupees Forty Two Thousand only)

Six (06) months from the date of issue of LOI or
Allotment Order

CAPEX Budget for the Year 2020-21

e-NIT No.: SIMS-324-NIT 06 (Imports) of 2020
Dated: 15.06.2020

Subject: Abbreviated Notice inviting Tenders for supply, installation, testing &
Commissioning of various Bio-Medical equipments for department of Surgical
Oncology SKIMS, Under State Cancer Institute.

On behalf of the Lt. Governor of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir through Director, Sher-I-
Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura, Srinagar, e-tenders are invited from the original manu-
facturers/ their Indian Subsidiaries/ Indian Agents on the authorization of Principal Manufacturers/
Indian Subsidiary if 100% Subsidiary of Foreign Principals (for imported equipment) and manufactur-
ers/ their authorized dealers for the J&K State (for indigenous equipment) for supply, installation, test-
ing & Commissioning of following equipment:-

Government of Jammu and Kashmir

Sher-I-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences,
Department of Materials Management (Imports Section)

Soura, Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir-190011
E-mail: ammoimports@skims.ac.in,. Fax No. 0194-2403404

Complete bidding process will be online on e-Tendering portal: www.jktenders.gov.in &
the tenders should be submitted strictly in accordance with the provisions of the detailed NIT.

Asstt. Materials Management Officer (Imports),
For & on behalf of Chief of Materials Management.

No. SIMS-324-eNIT06 (Imports) 2020-1971-78
Dated: 15.06.2020

Last date for submission of online bids 21.07.2020 upto 4.00 P.M.
Opening of Technical Bids 24.07.2020 at 12.30 P.M.

The detailed tender document is available on www.jktenders.gov.in & on SKIMS website:
www.skims.ac.in & the NIT schedule is as per following:-

Group Name of the item Qty. Tender Fee EMD
A. Gamma Cordless Probe 01 1000 30,000
B. Surgical Loupe 2.5x 02 500 2,000
C. Flexible Nasopharyngolarynghoscope with chip on tip 01 1000 50,000
D. Video Assisted Distending Mediastinoscopy 01 1000 30,000

E. Ultrasonic Bone Scalpel System for Oesteosurgery 01 1000 50,000
F. Micro Vascular Doppler Probe 01 500 1,000
G. Operating Microscope 01 5000 3,00,000
H. Automatic Tourniquet System for Limb Surgeries 01 1000 1,00,000

I. Micro Drill with Attachments (Air Pen Drive 01 500 10,000

II,,ZuberAhmadR/o-B-3/143,
J.J.Colony, Raghubir-Nagar,
N.Delhi-27 have changedmy
minor son’sAli Hussain
Ahmad toAli Hussain.

0040539870-1

IIMohd.Shahryar S/o
Mohd.SaifuddinMollaR/o L-
4/B, NearKhalilullahMasjid,
BatlaHouse , JamiaNagar,
Okhla , NewDelhi-110025
declares that nameofmy
father hasbeenwrongly
writtenasMohd.Saifuddin in
myall educational
certificates. His correct name
isMohd.SaifuddinMollawhich
maybeamendedaccordingly.

0040539712-4

IIPriyaGuptaD/oSh.Sanjay
GuptaW/oSh. AmanAgarwal
R/o 1167/1094, 4th Floor,Kucha
Mahajani, Chandani Chowk,
Delhi-110006have changedmy
nameaftermarriage to
LavanyaAgarwal for all
purposes. 0040539712-2

IIRakeshKumar SharmaS/o
Late Sh.MadanLal SharmaR/o
R-95,Model Town-3, Delhi-
110009have changedmyname
toRakeshSharma for all
purposes. 0040539712-1

IISadia SultanaD/o
Mohd.SaifuddinMollaR/o L-
4/B,NearKhalilullahMasjid,
BatlaHouse,Jamia
Nagar,Okhla, NewDelhi-
110025declares that nameof
my father hasbeenwrongly
writtenasMohd.Saifuddin in
myall educational
ccertificates.His correct name
isMohd.SaifuddinMollawhich
maybeamendedaccordingly.

0040539712-5

IIShahnawazS/o
Mohd.SaifuddinMollaR/o L-
4/B, BatlaHouse, JamiaNagar,
Okhla,NewDelhi-110025
declares that nameofmy
father hasbeenmywrittenas
Mohd.Saifuddin inmyall
educational certificate.His
correct name is
Mohd.SaifuddinMollawhich
maybeanendedaccordingly.

0040539712-3

II,,AishwariyaArorad/oAjay
Arora r/o 643, Dr.Mukherjee
Nagar, Delhi-110009have
changedmyname to
AISHWARYAARORA.

0040539825-1

II,,Shrabanti RayW/O, Sukhendu
RayR/oCodDelhi Cantt.
KirbeePlace, NewDelhi-10
have changedmyname to
Shrabanti Roy. 0040539870-3

II,,SukhenduRayR/oCodDelhi
Cantt. KirbeePlace,NewDelhi-
10 have changedmyminor
daughter’s name from
SanyuktaRay toSanyuktaRoy

0040539870-2

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

SSuuiittaabblleematch for himachali
mahajangirl 1990/ 5.6”
lieutenant in indian
Navy.upper caste no
bar.Prefereddefence
personnel.contact.9816235373
,9805071878mail
:nirupmakaistha5@gmail.com

0050165551-1

CASTENOBAR

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD
II,,VidyaGuptaW/oR.S.Gupta
R/o-Plot.No.B-224, Ashok-
Vihar-Ph-I, Delhi-52,Lost
original-allotment-letter,
Possession-Letter, side-
Possession-Letter, Building-
Plan, C-Form,D-Form,
Assessment order,Bank
chalan,of aboveplot finder-
contact aboveaddress.

0040539870-7

LLoossttOriginal Gift
Deed(Registry)Regd
Document.No.5039, Book-1,
VolumeNo.20738, Pages.No.48
to 53, Regn.on-15-3-2013with
theoffice of SubRegistrar-II,
NewDelhi in respect of
property-No.WZ-163-A,Plot-
No.V/S/71, VirenderNagar,New
Delhi favouringRushali
ManchandaW/o.Nirman
Manchanda.FIR lodgedvide
LR-No.363612/2020dtd.19-6-
2020. Founder informat-
9891629294

0040539833-2

II,,VivekKumar S/oSNYadav
R/o-78C/C1Ward.No-1
Mehrauli,NewDelhi-110030
have lostmyoriginal-10th
marksheet&certificate
Roll.No.1128891 (year-2010),
Passout fromCBSE.Finder
please contact-aboveaddress

0040539833-1

NOTICE
I, Arjun Singh Khurana, Advocate, notify to all
public on behalf of my client Smt. Kulwant
Kaur W/o Late Sh. Mohan Singh, R/o J-
5/101J, First Floor, Rajauri Garden, New
Delhi-110027, that my client has debarred,
disowned and disinherited her two Sons
namely Sh. Gurcharan Singh Sadana @ Gary
S/o Late Sardar Mohan Singh Age about 66
Years. Smt. Vermeet Sadana@Nicky
(daughter in law of my client), and all their
legal heirs including Amrinder
Sadana@Vinny, Suman Sadana, Pooja
Sadana and further my client another son Sh.
Surinder Singh Sadana@Bubble S/o Late
Sardar Mohan Singh Age about 63 Years,
Smt. Tarvinder Sadana@Pumpy (daughter in
law of my client), and all their legal heirs
including Mandeep Sadana@Kunal. Oneet
Sadana@Karan, from movable and
immovable properties of my client and
aforesaid sons and daughter in laws and their
children and any of their legal heirs shall have
no right, title, or interest whatsoever at any
time in same.

Sd/- (Arjun Singh Khurana)
Advocate

D/1886/2013
J-143, Rajouri Garden, New Delhi-110027

PUBLIC NOTICE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY
INFORMED THAT SH. PAWAN KOHLI
S/O LATE SH. BALDEV KOHLI R/O B-
146, SUBHADRA COLONY, SARAI
ROHILLA, DELHI-110035 DO HEREBY
DIS-OWN HIS SON MR. KANISHK S/O
SH. PAWAN KOHLI AND HIS FAMILY
FROM ALL HIS PROPERTIES &
ASSETS FORTHWITH. HE SHALL
HAVE NO CONNECTION WITH HIS
FAMILY AND PROPERTIES IN ANY
MANNER WHATSOEVER. ANY
PERSON/PERSONS DEALING WITH
HIM MAY DO SO AT THEIR OWN
RISKS & PERILS.

Sd/- VARUN GUPTA
ADVOCATE

E.No. D-5135/2015
Off.cum-Resident: 1873, Gali Ahiran,

Malka Ganj, Delhi-110007.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be known to all that my clients Sh. Raj
Kumar Sharma son of Harku Sharma, R/O
H No. 23 Sainik Vihar Phase -03 Mohan
Garden, Uttam Nagar, West Delhi, Delhi-
110059, Do hereby solemnly affirm and
declares as under that: That I am and Indian
citizen. That I Want to expelled/ disowned
my son namely “Pankaj Sharma”, and his
wife namely “Kanchan”, from our all
Movable & Immovable Properties/ Lien/
Interest etc. That in future I Shall never be
responsible for any work done by my above
said son, and his wife, and his/her legal
heirs. That I have released my all relations
from my son, and his wife, and his/her legal
heirs. That it is my true statement.

Aakash (Advocate)
Ch. No. 420, Karkardooma Court,

New Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client SMT.
MAMTA GUPTA W/O LATE RAM LAL
GUPTA R/o D-1/125 FF, Sec-11, Rohini,
Delhi-110085 has severed all her
relation with his son SH. ANKIT GUPTA
and his wife SMT. NITI GUPTA and
debarred & disowned them from all their
movable and immovable, self
acquired/inherited properties and social
relationship of the society with
immediate effects, due to their
misbehavior and disobedience.
Any persons/s dealing with them will do
at his/her/their own risk and costs and
my client shall not be responsible for
any kind of his/her/their acts in future in
any circumstances.

A.K. SINGH (Advocate)
CH. No. 20, RU-BLOCK, DDA MKT

PITAMPURA, DELHI-88

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is informed to public in general that my client
Sh. Jai Prakash S/o Sh. Jugga ram, his wife
Shishan Kaur, R/o E-Plot No 31, Khasra
No. 38/14 Main Railway Station Road
Khera Kalan, New Delhi 110082, have
debarred from and severed all social
relations with their son Nitin and his wife
Jyoti from their Movable & Immovable
property due to their actions and conduct
against the will of my clients. My clients
shall not be liable or responsible for any
acts and omissions of their son and
daughter in law in any manner
whatsoever.

Sd/- KRISHAN RANA
Advocate

E. No.- P/5307/2018
Office cum Address: House no 499,

Near Pandit Choupal Khera Kalan
Delhi-110082

New Delhi
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Crude Watch
OPEC+CUTBOOSTSOIL
New York: Oil prices rose Friday but pulled back sharply from early
highs on concerns that continued spread of the novel coronavirus
could stall the US’ economic rebound. Brent crude settled up 68 cents
a barrel at $42.19. US crude settled at $39.75, up 91 cents.REUTERS

MARQUARTER: LOSSOF`697CR, TOTAL INCOMERISESTO`16,388.32CR

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE20

AIDEDBYadecline inbadloans
and lower provisioning, public
sector bank Punjab National
Bank (PNB) has posted a lower
standalone loss of Rs 697 crore
for the fourth quarter ended
March31,2020asagainsta loss
of Rs 4,750 crore in January-
Marchperiodof 2018-19.
The bank has reported a di-

vergenceinnon-performingas-
sets (NPAs) atRs2,617crore for
the year endedMarch31, 2019.
While the bank announced
NPAs of Rs 78,472 crore for the
year, the RBI’s assessment put
the figure at Rs 81,089 crore.
Accordingly, the adjusted loss
for the year works out to Rs
11,335 crore for March 2019 as
against a loss of Rs 9,975 crore
estimatedby thebankearlier.
Thebankalso reportedadi-

vergence in provisions at Rs
2,091 crore forMarch2019.
The bank’s gross NPAs de-

clinedto14.21percentof gross
advances at the end of March
2020, as against 15.50 per cent
in March 2019. In absolute
value, gross NPAs stood at Rs
73,478.76 crore at the end of
2019-20, lower than Rs
78,472.70 crore reported in the
previous fiscal. Similarly, net
NPAs were valued at Rs
27,218.89 crore as against Rs
30,037.66 crore.

The bank’s total income
during theMarch quarter rose
to Rs 16,388.32 crore from Rs
14,725.13 crore in the year-ago
period. The provisioning for
bad loans during the March
quarter almost halved to Rs
4,618.27 crore.
The bank has done the cash

recoveryofRs10,000croredur-
ing the fiscal, while containing
the freshslippages toRs20,000

crore.Thebank isexpectingthe
recoveryofRs6,000-8,000crore
duringthecurrentfiscalandre-
covery will gathermomentum
fromthethirdquarteronwards.
Net NPAs also came down to
5.78percentasagainst6.56per
cent in theyear-agoperiod.
OntheCOVIDpandemic, the

banksaid,“thesituationcontin-
ues to be uncertain and the
bankisevaluatingthesituation
on ongoing basis. The major
identified challenges for the
bankwould arise fromeroding
cashflowsandextendedwork-
ing capital cycles. The bank is
gearing itself onall the fronts to
meet these challenges.”
“Themanagement believes

that no adjustments are re-
quiredinthefinancial resultsas
it does not significantly impact
the current financial year.
Despite these events and con-
ditions, therewouldnotbeany
significant impactonthebank’s
results in futureandgoingcon-
cern assumptions as at
presentlymade,” it said.

PNBsaid theamalgamation
of Oriental Bank of Commerce
and United Bank of India into
PNBhasbecomeeffective from
April1,2020.Thebanknowhas
a network of 10,910 branches
and13,530ATMsin India. Ithas
acustomerbaseof17crore,de-
positsofRs10.71lakhcroreand
advances of Rs 7.62 lakh crore.
Duringthefinancialyearended
March 2020, the government
infusedRs16,091crore intothe
bank. The government holding
in the bank has increased to
83.19 per cent as onMarch 31,
2020.
If provisioning for NPAs as-

sessedbytheRBIexceeds10per
cent of the reported profit be-
fore provisions and contingen-
cies or additional gross NPAs
identifiedbytheRBIexceeds15
percentof thepublished incre-
mentalgrossNPAsfortherefer-
enceperiod, thenthebanksare
requiredtodisclosedivergence
from prudential norms on in-
comerecognition,assetsclassi-
fication andprovisioning.

BRIEFLY
Dieselhits
recordhigh
NewDelhi:Diesel price on
Saturdayhitarecordhighaf-
ter rateswere hiked by 61
paiseper litre,while petrol
pricewasraisedby51paise.

HDFCBankokays
fundraisingplan
NewDelhi:HDFC Bank on
Saturday said its boardhas
approvedproposal to raise
up toRs50,000crore in the
nexttwelvemonthsbyissu-
ingvariousdebtsecurities.

Suggestionsto
amendMVrules
NewDelhi:Suggestionshave
beeninvitedfromstakehold-
ers toamendthemotorve-
hicle rules, thegovernment
saidonSaturday.

PiramalPharma
acquisition
New Delhi: Piramal
Enterprises’ pharma solu-
tionsbusinesssaidithasen-
tered intoapactwithG&W
Laboratories to acquire its
solidoraldosagedrugprod-
uctmanufacturingfacilityfor
$17.5million.

1.33LnewEPFO
enrolmentsinApr
NewDelhi:Thenetnewen-
rolmentswiththeEPFOwas
recordedat1.33lakhduring
April 2020, according to its
payrolldata.

PawahisBMW
GroupIndiaprez
New Delhi: BMWhas ap-
pointed Vikram Pawah
president of BMWGroup
India, effective August 1,
2020.PTI

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI,JUNE20

THECOUNTRY’Stopdrugregula-
tory body on Saturday granted
emergencyuse approval to two
Indiandrugmakersforgenericsof
Gilead Science’s remdesivir, The
IndianExpresshaslearnt.
These approvals will allow

CiplaandHeteroDrugstomanu-
facture and supply the injectible
medicineforthetreatmentofsus-
pectedor laboratory-confirmed
cases of COVID-19 “with severe
disease”, endingweeksof uncer-
taintyoverwheretheycanaccess
thedrugfrom.
Drug Controller General of

India Dr VG Somani approved
these applications late on
Saturday, said a senior Health
Ministry official on condition of
anonymity. The companieswill
havetofollowthesameconditions
set out by the DCGI for Gilead
whenitsremdesivirwasapproved
atthebeginningofthemonth.
“HeteroandCiplahavejustgot

theapproval.Thedocumentsand
samplestheyhadsubmittedwere
extensivelyassessedbeforetheap-
provalwas granted,” the official
toldTheIndianExpress.
Remdesivir is to be adminis-

teredforamaximumoffivedays,
asper thecountry’sclinicalman-
agementguidelines.
“Thisisaboonforthecountry.

Wearehoping these companies
willbeabletosupply(remdesivir)
toasmanypatientsthatrequireit
inIndia,maybemore,”theofficial
added. Four other companies —
BDRPharmaceuticals,JubilantLife
Sciences,MylanLaboratoriesand

DrReddysLaboratories—arestill
yet to get the final approvals, ac-
cordingtotheofficial.
“The samples of the other

companies are still to comeand
their test reports are yet to be
made, but that toowill bedone,”
theysaid.
CiplaandHeterohavenotoffi-

ciallyconfirmedthedevelopment
andqueries to thecompanieson
Saturdaynight remainedunan-
sweredbypress time.Thedevel-
opmentiscrucialastherehasbeen
a surge in demand for the drug
here,butlittleclarityonwherepa-
tients couldgetapprovedsupply.
Gilead,when receiving the ap-
proval, had statedon June3 that
therewas“limitedglobalsupply”
ofthemedicineandthatitwasan-
ticipatingnewsupplyinJuly.
In theabsenceof suchsupply

here,patientshadbeenprocuring
itfromgenericdrugmakersgiven
the Central Drugs Standard
ControlOrganisation’s (CDSCO)
approval to supply their product
on compassionate grounds. In
other cases, somepatients had
evenbeenattempting to import
the drug from countries like
Bangladesh,whichanotherofficial
hadearliersaidwasnotapproved
byCDSCO.

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

THE NATIONAL Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) has
ruled that liquidationprocessof
acompanyundertheInsolvency
andBankruptcyCode(IBC)holds
precedence over outcome of an
arbitrationproceeding.
A three-member Bench,

headedby JusticeVenugopalM,
ruled that just because Bharat
Heavy Electricals Limited had
wonanarbitrationawardagainst
SuranaPower,whichwasunder-
goingliquidation,the
processwouldnotbe
stopped to favour it.
TheChennaiBenchof
National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT)
had earlier ruled in
favourofBHEL.

WhatdoestheNCLATorder
mean?
Initsjudgment,theNCLATset

aside an order of Chennai NCLT
on the grounds that BHEL’s
chargeoverSuranaPowerassets
wereequaltotheother10finan-
cial creditors, and therefore it
couldnotbegivenprecedence.
BHEL’s claim that it has the

first right over the assets and
properties of Surana Power,
waswrongasallothercreditors
had given the assent to liqui-
date the corporate debtor, the

NCLATheld.
TheNCLAT’sjudgmentessen-

tially holds that if a corporate
debtorisbeingliquidated,acred-
itor can not claim superiority
over other secured creditors in
the same band, and that every-
onemust receivetheir fair share
byfollowingthewaterfallmech-
anismof liquidation.

Whatisthewaterfall
mechanismforliquidation?
As the name suggests, the

waterfall mechanism under
InsolvencyandBankruptcyCode
givesprioritytosecuredfinancial

creditorsoverunse-
curedfinancialcred-
itors. The mecha-
nism says that if a
company is being
liquidated, thesese-
curedfinancialcred-
itors must be first
paid the full extent

of their admitted claim, before
anysaleproceedingsaredistrib-
uted to any other unsecured
creditor.
Under Section 53 of the IBC,

whichdealswithwaterfallmech-
anism,thetopmostpriority,how-
ever,isgiventocostsrelatedtothe
liquidation process and dues of
workmenofthecorporatedebtor.
Theduesoftheworkmeninclude
all their salaries, provident, pen-
sion,retirementandgratuityfund,
aswell as anyother fundsmain-
tained for the welfare of

theworkmen.

WhydidBHELobjectto
liquidationofSuranaPower?
State-run BHEL, which was

also a secured creditor for
SuranaPower,hadwonanarbi-
tration award against the com-
pany. ItgaveBHELcompleteand
undisputed rights over all the
assets, equipment, goods lying
at the site of the power plant. It
also gave BHEL title rights over
the finished and unfinished
buildings.
BHELobjectedtotheliquida-

tionprocessasitheldonly26.24
per cent share by value in the
SuranaPower,whichisbeingliq-
uidated. Going by thewaterfall
mechanism, though it would
have got themoney over other
unsecured creditors, its share
wouldcomedownbya lot.
The arbitration award route

would have, on the other hand,
given it complete rights over all
properties, assets and equip-
ment,whileleavinglittletonoth-
ingforothercreditors.
Though the NCLT Chennai

bench had held that BHELwas
right in claiming priority over
other creditors, theNCLAT held
that in order to claim priority,
BHELshouldhavehadatleast60
per cent sharevalue. Since itdid
not have the same, it would be
unfairtostoptheliquidationpro-
ceedingsbecauseofonedissent-
ingcreditor.

COVID IMPACT

How central banks are
trying to soften the blow
Central banks worldwide have slashed interest rates in
recentmonths, providing in some cases unprecedented
amounts of stimulus to help soften the blow to the global
economy from the coronavirus pandemic and to keep
markets functioning.

WHYISTHISIMPORTANT?
Thecoronaviruspandemichasputcountries inatightspotassubsequent
lockdownshavehamperedtaxcollections,businessesandlivelihoods.
Governmentshavetriedtokickstarttheireconomiesbyannouncing
stimuluspackages.However,centralbankshaveplayedakeyroletoo.
Theyensurestabilityof interestandexchangeratestoprovideadequate
liquidityforproductivesectorsandensureadequatesupplyofcurrencyin
thesetoughtimes.

THEUS
■Buyingunlimitedquantitiesof
USTreasuries,mortgage-backed
andagencysecurities
■ Buyingmunicipalbonds,
corporatebondsandETFs,and
dollarswaplinessetup
$2.3trillion in loanarrangements
for localgovernments,smalland
mid-sizedbusinesses

EUROZONE
750billioneuros inadditional
assets

■Nochangetomainpurchases,
takingthetotaltoabout1.1trillion
eurosthisyear,after initially
adding120billioneurostoits

existingasset-purchase
programme

BRITAIN
■Willbuyinvestment-grade
commercialpaperwithmaturities
upto12months
■ Increasesbond-buying
programmeby100billionpounds

CHINA
■ Lowers1-yearmedium-term
lendingfacility(MLF)rateon
loans
■ Cutstheamountofcashthat
smallbanksmustholdasreserves
by50bpsto6.50%,releasing
around400billionyuan

Source:Reuters

INDIA
■Targetedlong-termrepooperationsandotherregulatory
measuresforbanksworthupto500billionrupees
■Cutreversereporate40bpsto3.35%,opensaspecial liquidity
facilityofuptoRs500billiontohelpMFscopewithliquiditystrain

■Centralbankshaveresortedtocuttingbenchmarkpolicyratestoinfuse
liquidity intotheireconomies.Nationshavealsocutcapitaladequacy
requirementsforbanksandannouncedmoratoriumsonloanrepayments

Thecompanieswill
havetofollowthesame
conditionssetoutby
theDCGIforGilead
whenitsremdesivir
wasapprovedatthe
beginningof themonth

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
DHAKA, JUNE20

IN A bid to woo Bangladesh,
Chinahasprovidedahugetrade
boost to the country by an-
nouncing tariff exemption for
97 per cent of Bangladeshi
products effective from July 1.
The decision has come one

month after Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and
Chinese President Xi Jinping
held a discussion to upgrade
their bilateral relations during
theCOVID-19pandemic.

The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Bangladesh an-
nounced on Friday that 97 per

cent of items would be ex-
emptedof Chinese tariffs.
As part of the government’s

economic diplomacy and the
outcome of exchange of letters
betweenBangladeshandChina,
Tariff Commission of the
Chinese State Council issued a
noticerecentlyongrantingzero
treatment to97per cent of tar-
iff products of Bangladesh, the
Dhaka Tribune reported, quot-
ing theministry’s statement.
With this announcement, a

totalof8,256Bangladeshiprod-
uctswill comeunderthe97per
cent of products thatwould be
exempted fromtariff.
Currently,3095Bangladeshi

productsenjoyduty-freeaccess
to Chinese market under Asia-
Pacific Trade Agreement
(APTA). With the new an-

nouncement, 97 per cent of
Bangladeshi products will join
this zero-tariff club from July 1
that raised the numbers of
Bangladeshiproductswithzero
duty access to Chinese market
to 8,256, the report said.
During the Asian-African

Conference which took place
thisweekin Indonesia,Chinese
president Xi announced that
Chinawill grant duty freemar-
ket access for Least Developed
Countries (LDC) 97 per cent of
the tariff lineswithin a year.
This beneficial market ac-

cess scheme will be applied
only for imports fromLDCsthat
have diplomatic relationswith
China. China’s tariff exemption
is expected to help Bangladesh
cushiontheeconomicimpactof
theCOVID-19pandemic.

■PunjabNationalBankhas
reportedadivergence in
non-performingassets
(NPAs)atRs2,617crore for
theyearendedMarch2019.
While thebankannounced
NPAsofRs78,472crore for
theyear, theRBI’s
assessmentput thefigureat
Rs81,089crore
■Thebank’sgrossNPAs
declinedto14.21percentof
grossadvancesat theendof

March2020,asagainst
15.50percent inMarch
2019
■Thebankhasdone the
cash recoveryof Rs10,000
croreduring the fiscal,
while containing the fresh
slippages toRs20,000
crore. Thebank is
expecting the recoveryof
Rs6,000-8,000crore
during the current
fiscal year

GROSSNPAsFALLTO14.21%OFGROSSADVANCES

Aviation Secy:
Limits on
airfares may
be extended
beyond Aug 24

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

THE GOVERNMENT-IMPOSED
upper and lower limits on air-
faresmay be extended beyond
August24dependinguponhow
the situation turns out, Aviation
Secretary P S Kharola said on
Saturday.
The government resumed

domesticpassenger flights from
May25afternearlytwomonths
of suspension to combat the
coronavirusoutbreak,butplaced
lower and upper limits on air-
fares depending upon the flight
duration.
It had said on May 21 that

theselimitswouldbeinplacefor
aperiodof threemonths.
“Dependingonhowthesitu-

ation turns out, the fare band
may have to adjusted beyond
that (August 24) also. But right
now,it isonlyforthreemonths,”
Kharola said at a press confer-
encehere. Internationalpassen-
ger flights continue to remain
suspendedinthecountry.
However, the government

startedVandeBharatMissionon
May 6 to help stranded people
reachtheirdestinationsthrough
special flights.
AviationMinister Hardeep

SinghPurisaidattheconference
thatduringphase3andphase4
of themission, privatedomestic
airlines have been approved to
operate750internationalflights
to repatriate people stranded
amidthecoronaviruspandemic.
Commercialflightoperations

had been shut since
March25.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,JUNE20

THE COUNTRY’S forex reserves
jumped substantially by $5.942
billiontotouchalife-timehighof
$507.644 billion in theweek to
June 12, helped by a significant
jump in foreign currency assets
(FCA), the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI)datashowed.
In the previousweek ended

June 5, the foreign exchange re-
serveshadcrossedthehalf-a-tril-
lionmarkforthefirsttime,afterit
surgedbyamassive$8.22billion
andreached$501.703billion,ac-
cording to theweekly data re-
leasedbytheRBI.
Inthereportingweek,thefor-

eigncurrencyassets,amajorcom-
ponent of the overall reserves,

roseby$5.106billionto$468.737
billion.Expressedindollarterms,
the foreign currency assets in-
cludetheeffectofappreciationor
depreciationofnon-USunits like
the euro, poundandyenheld in
theforeignexchangereserves.
According toeconomists, the

increase in foreign exchange re-
serves isdue tohigher capital in-
flowsandalsoduetothenarrow-
ingcurrentaccountdeficitastrade
activitieshavecometoastandstill
due to thedisruptions causedby
theCOVID-19pandemic.

Thegoldreservesinthereport-
ingweek roseby$821million to
$33.173 billion, the RBI data
showed.
The special drawing rights

withtheInternationalMonetary
Fund(IMF)wasupby$12million
to$1.454billion.Thecountry’sre-
serve positionwith the IMF also
rose by $3million to $4.280 bil-
lion during the reportingweek,
thedatashowed.
Therising forex reservesgive

a lot of comfort to the govern-
ment and the RBI inmanaging
India’s external and internal fi-
nancialissuesatatimewheneco-
nomic growthmay contract in
2020-21. It’s a big cushion in the
event of any crisis on the eco-
nomicfrontandenoughtocover
the importbill of thecountry for
ayear.WITHPTI

REUTERS
NEWDELHI,JUNE20

AMAZON.COM INChas secured
clearance to deliver alcohol in
WestBengal,accordingtoadocu-
ment seenbyReuters, signalling
theUS e-commerce giant’s first
forayintothecountry’smulti-bil-
lion-dollar sector.In a notice on
Friday, West Bengal State
Beverages Corp, the authorised
agencytocarryoutonlineretailof
liquor trade in the state, said
Amazonwasamong thecompa-
nies foundtobeeligible forregis-
trationwithauthorities.
Alibaba-backedIndiangrocery

venture BigBasket has alsowon
approval todeliver alcohol in the
state,thenoticesaid.
Amazonhas been invited to

sign amemorandumof under-
standingwith the state, said the

notice,whichhasnotpreviously
beenreported.
Amazondidnot respond toa

request for comment. BigBasket
alsodidnot respond toa request
for comment.Amazon’s interest
in delivering alcohol in West
Bengalmarksaboldmovetomake
inroadsintoamarketthatisworth
$27.2billion, as per estimatesby
IWSRDrinksMarketAnalysis.

COVIDEFFECT

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,JUNE20

THEAIRPORTSAuthorityof India
(AAI) has given three more
monthstotheAdanigrouptotake
overthemanagementofthreepri-
vatised airports of Ahmedabad,
Mangaluru andLucknowdue to
theCOVID-19scenario,according
to theCivil AviationMinistry on
Saturday.
Thismeans theAdani group,

whichwasexpected to takeover
theoperations,managementand
developmentofthethreeairports
byAugust 12, cannowtakeover
theairportsbyNovember12.?
“On the advent of COVID-19

scenario, AEL (Adani Enterprises
Limited)has cited forcemajeure
and filed for extension inMarch
2020andsoughttimetillFebruary
15,2021(totakeoverthethreeair-
ports),”saidthestatementbythe
Civil Aviationministry. “AAI has
agreedtotheextensionoftimeof
additionalthreemonthstoachieve
Commercial Operation Date
(COD) by the concessionaire in
viewof forcemajeureonaccount
ofCOVID-19,”itadded.

Fall inbadloans, lowerprovisioninghelpPNB
cutlosses;reports`2,617crNPAdivergence

What does recent NCLAT ruling
— liquidation of a firm under
IBC holds precedence — mean?

CDSCO approves
Hetero and Cipla
remdesivir generics

Rising foreign currency assets push forex
reserves to record high of $507.6 billion

Trump intends
to nominate
Deven Parekh
to IDFC Board

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,JUNE20

USPRESIDENTDonaldTrumphas
announcedhis intentiontonom-
inate leading Indian-American
global venture capitalist Deven
Parekhasamemberof theBoard
of Directors of an independent
agency of the government that
providesfinancingforprivatede-
velopmentprojects.
Thenominationof Parekh to

be a member of the Board of
Directors of the International
Development Finance Corp-
orationwillbeforthreeyears.He
istheMDatsoftwareinvestment
firmInsightPartners.PTI

Atotalof 8,256
products is set to
benefit fromthis

PRESENT STATUS

■Currently,3095Bangladeshi
productsenjoyduty-free
access toChinesemarket
underAsia-PacificTrade
Agreement.Withthenew
announcement,97percentof
Bangladeshiproductswill join
thiszero-tariff clubfromJuly
1thatraisedthenumbersof
Bangladeshiproductswith
zerodutyaccess toChinese
market to8,256.

3,095

China woos Bangladesh, provides tariff
exemption for 97% of exports from Dhaka

Thethreeairportsare
Ahmedabad,Mangaluru
andLucknow

AAI gives more time
to Adani group to take
over 3 privatised airports

Thegoldreservesinthe
reportingweekroseby
$821mnto$33.173bn,
theRBIdatashowed

■Amazonhasbeen
invited to sign a
memorandumof
understandingwith
the state, said the
noticebyWestBengal
StateBeveragesCorp.

‘AMAZONSET
TOSIGNMoU’

‘Amazon, BigBasket get nod for
liquor delivery in West Bengal’

New Delhi
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ASA soldier’s daughter, one ofmymost
vividchildhoodmemoriesisofthewarwith
Chinain1962.Inboardingschool,wewere
infusedwithpatriotismand so spent our
free timeknitting socks for the troopsand
making cards to send them. Butwhen I
camehome to theArmy station inwhich
myfatherwasposted,allIheardwasangry
talkabouthowthepoliticalleadershiphad
betrayedoursoldiers.Theyweresenttowar
withoutproperclothing,bootsorweapons.
And,intheordnancefactories,Iremember
hearing,theywereproducingcoffeeperco-
lators instead of ammunition. I did not
knowmuchabout JawaharlalNehruthen,
but remember that afterhisChinawarhe
wasveryunpopularintheArmystationsof
mychildhood.
Buriedmemoriescamebacklastweek

when 20 of our soldierswere beaten to
death by Chinese thugs in the desolate
heightsoftheGalwanValley.TheModigov-
ernmenthasnotbeenablesofartofullyex-
plainwhyoursoldierswereunpreparedfor
whattheChiefMinisterofPunjabhascor-
rectlydescribedasa‘stoneage’battle.From
theArmywehaveheardnothing and the
silence of theDefenceMinister has been
deafening. But, theMinister for External
Affairstellsusthatoursoldierswerenotun-
armed.Theychosenottousetheirweapons
whilebeingclubbedtodeathwithironrods
clad in barbedwire. This explanation is
bizarrebecauseevenanamateurwoulduse
hisweaponifhewasbeingbeatentodeath.
Thesemenweretrainedsoldiers.
It is formilitary experts to investigate

whatreallyhappened.Formypart,Iwantto
concentrate on themanner inwhich this
ugly episodewashandledpolitically. This
needsanalysisbecauseinmorewaysthan
one,themannerinwhichthepoliticalfall-
outhasbeenhandledhasbeendisastrous.
Whenopposition leaders and themedia
startedtoquestionwhathappenedonthe
border,thefirstresponderscamenotfrom
thegovernmentbutfromtheBJP.Theyap-
peared on primetime TV shows to de-
nounce as traitors anyonewhodared ask
questionsaboutwhathappenedonthebor-
der. This is a time for nationalism, they
hollered,notatimefor ‘anti-nationalism’.
This is an old playbook that has been

usedsooftensinceNarendraModi’ssecond
termbeganthatithasbecometatteredand
useless.Nationalismasdefinedinthisplay-
bookmeansnotquestioninganythingthat
the government does. To questionModi
personallyamountstotreason,because in
theviewofthosewhowrotethisplaybook,
thenationandthePrimeMinisteraresyn-
onymous. Insteadof fielding arrogant BJP
spokesmen itwould have beenwiser to
fieldthosewhoareactuallyresponsiblefor
thedefenceofthiscountry.Wherewasthe
Chief of Defence Staff?Wherewas the
Army Chief? Where was the National
Security Advisor?We should hear from
thembecause from themwemight get
what really happened insteadof silly lec-
tureson‘nationalism’.
We should also hear from the Prime

Minister. So far,wehave seenhimgrieve
publiclyforthedeadwhilesolemnlychant-
ing ‘OmShanti’. He needs to tell usmuch
more.Areweon thevergeof anotherwar
withChina?AreChinesesoldiersstilloccu-
pyingIndianterritory?IsittruethatIndian
soldiersremaininChinesecustody?What
isourfuturestrategy?Thesearequestions
towhichonlyhehasanswerssinceheruns
hisgovernmentinahighlycentralisedfash-
ionfromthePMO.Healsoconductsforeign
policyinahighlypersonalisedway,andhas
chosentoinvestagreatdealofcapitalinhis
friendshipwithXiJinping.Thereisnoother
world leaderhehasmetmoreoften since
becomingprimeminister.
Whenever there have been tensions

withPakistan,thePrimeMinisterhasbeen
vocal, aggressive and assured.When the
Indian Air Force conducted its strike on
Balakot itwas fromModi that thecountry
heard thedetails.Hewent to theextentof
sayingthathepersonallyorderedthestrike
ona‘cloudynight’becausehebelievedthat
thiswouldhelpourfighterpilotsflyunder
theradar.Intheelectioncampaignthatfol-
lowedimmediatelyafterwards,Balakotbe-
came his symbol for being a tough,
decisiveleader.
This time thePrimeMinisterhasbeen

unusually reticent, but those ‘proud tobe
followedbyModi’onTwitterhavenot.Like
theBJPspokesmentheyhavehurledabuse
at anyonewho has dared ask questions
aboutwhy20Indiansoldierswerekilledso
brutally. If Iweretorecountthenumberof
timesIhavebeencalledatraitorinresponse
to the questions I have asked about the
Galwanmassacre, Iwouldhave towrite a
whole separate column. Does the Prime
Minister realise thedamage that his sup-
portersaredoingtohim?
What ismore important is for him to

understandthatwhenthecountryappears
tobeteeteringontheedgeof anotherwar
with China, it is not ‘anti-national’ to ask
questions. The opposite is true. Twomen
whohaveaskedexactlythequestionsthat
need to be askedbypatriots and truena-
tionalists are theChiefMinister of Punjab
andanotherex-soldier,LieutenantGeneral
HSPanag(retd).Iamwillingtobetthatthe
questions they asked lastweek are being
asked in Army towns across India.
Whensoldiersarebatteredtodeath,ques-
tionswillbeasked.

Questions,
questions,
questions

Fifth
COLUMN
TAVLEENSINGH
Twitter@tavleen_singh

IN THE second millennium of the
CommonEra,EnglandandFrancefought
each other off and on for 800 years —
across the English Channel, in Europe, in
India, andNorthAmerica. The resultwas
adraw, thougheach thinks itwon. Then,
in the twentieth century, they made
EntenteCordiale— analliancewhichhas
stayed forahundredyearsandmore.
IndiaandChinahavebeeninstand-off

hostility since the late 1950swhen India
discovered the Chinese incursion into
AksaiChin, ‘a regionwherenotabladeof

grass grew’ as Jawaharlal Nehru told the
LokSabha,hopingtoavoidconflict.Hisat-
tempts at negotiating with Zhou Enlai
failed.ThenationwantedNehrutoact.He
gave orders to the Army to throw the
Chineseout.Weknowtheresult.
India and China are the two oldest

civilisations in Asia, the only two in the
world which have lasted fourmillennia
or more. They were never at war with
each other until 60 years ago. You could
blameforeigners—theBritish—forpro-
voking this division. It was themove by
British Raj in the first decade of the last
centurywhichmadeTibetcedeterritory
toBritish India.Chinarefusedtosign the
Indo-Tibet Treaty.

India’s territorial boundaries were
drawnbytheBritish.BeforePartition,the
Durand line in the Northwest and the
McMahonline intheNorth,andthenthe
Radcliffe lines in thewest and in Bengal
in 1947. All our borders have foreign
names.WhatIndia’sborderswerebefore
theBritishRulewasconfirmedin1857,no
oneknows.
China has a different history. It had a

singleState—theChineseEmpirethrough
the20 century, andeven somecenturies
before, but with breaks. The last rulers
wereforeignbutsettleddownsomewhat
liketheMughals.Inthe17thcentury,India
andChinawerethetwomostprosperous
countries,withChinaasingleEmpire.

China’s defeat by the British in the
Opiumwars forced them to concede ar-
eas intheirportcities toWesternPowers
asconcessionswhichtheyresented.China
had to cede Hong Kong to the British.
Tibetwentautonomous.
Since China threw over theManchu

rulers and had its own government in
1911, ithaswantedtoregain its lost terri-
tory.ChiangKai-shekrefusedtorecognise
the Indo-Tibet Treaty.WhenNehru con-
vened the Asian Relations Conference in
1946, the Chinese delegation refused to
sit if theTibetdelegationwasrecognised.
There was no difference between
ChiangandMao.
This is a long battle, normally dor-

mant but occasionally flaring up. There
is no solution which will satisfy both
sidesaseachnation thinks thedisputed
territory belongs to it. India cannot
suffer loss of territory anymore than it
hasalreadylost, includingwhatPakistan
has given away from its occupied bit
of Kashmir.
The Chinese feel that two centuries

sincetheOpiumwarsignalleditsdecline,
it isnowapowerfulnation. Itwantstobe
on top, theMiddle Earth— as it believes
it was. India neverwas a single Empire;
noteventheMughals ruledoverall of it.
Thereisnoconceivablesolutiontothis

problem. Indiamustdefenditsownpeo-
pleasmuchas territory.

India vs China: No easy solutionsOut of
MYMIND
MEGHNADDESAI

AREINDIAandChinaatthebeginningof
anewandcontentiousera?So it seems.
Inchapter1,Chinesetroopsstealthilyin-
trudeda fewkilometres into Indian ter-
ritory—without being detected— and
occupiedkeypointsintheGalwanValley,
HotSpringsandPangongTso. The face-
offonMay5-6broughttolighttheintru-
sion.Inchapter2,onthenightof June15-
16, Chinese troops clashedwith Indian
troops leaving 20 men dead on the
Indianside;80soldierswereinjuredand
10 were taken prisoner and released
on June18.
The India-China border— or Line of

ActualControl(LAC)—hasbeensimmer-
ingsincethe1962war,butthisisthefirst
occasionsince1975whenliveswerelost.
To hold the peace for 45 years was no
mean achievement. Under MrModi’s
watch, that tenuous peace has been
shattered.

A FALSE NARRATIVE
The narrative that theModi govern-

menthadassiduouslybuilt inthe lastsix
years was absolutely false. That
MrNarendraModi, thenthechiefminis-
ter of Gujarat, was a favourite of the
Chinese,who hosted himon four occa-
sions; thatMrModi, unlike any other
primeminister, visited China on five oc-
casions,underscoringthespecialrelation-
shipbetweenthetwocountries;andthat
MrModi andMrXi had a special chem-
istrybetweenthemasreflectedinWuhan

(2018) andMahabalipuram (2019)—all
thesewerepartofthefalsenarrative.The
bubbleburstonJune15-16.
After the bloody confrontation and

lossof lives, India remainedconciliatory.
TheMEAput out aweak statement that
read“...aviolentface-offhappenedasare-
sult of an attemptby theChinese side to
unilaterally change the status quo... all
IndianactivitieswereonitssideoftheLAC
anditisexpectedthesameofChina”.The
Chinesecounterwasswiftandaggressive.
The PLA said “the sovereignty of the
Galwan Valley region has always be-
longed to China” and China’s Foreign
Minister admonished India to “stop all
provocative actions........The Indian side
mustnotunderestimateChina’sfirmwill
tosafeguardterritorial integrity.”

INTELLIGENCE
FAILURE

There aremany theories aboutwhy
Chinaacted in themanner it did inMay
thisyear.Thescaleoftheintrusionpoints
tocarefulplanningoverseveralmonths
— maybe going back to August 2019
whentheModigovernmentchangedthe
constitutional status of Jammu &
Kashmir. The government either over-
lookedorbrushedaside(morelikelythe
latter)thefactthatChinahasbeeninoc-
cupationofalargetractof landinLadakh
overwhich it claimssovereignty; that it
is building theBelt andRoadconnect to

PakistanthroughGilgit-Baltistanwhich
is a part of Ladakh; and that it had ob-
jectedtoIndiaconstructingafeederroad
to linkwith theDBO roadon the Indian
side of the LAC. China must also have
takennoteof theHomeMinister’sstate-
mentthatAksaiChinwillbepartof India.
It isasoberingthoughtthatIndiadid

notsuspectChina’sintentions.Ifanyone
musttaketheblamesquarelyfor India’s
complacency, it is our external intelli-
gence agencies aswell as defence intel-
ligenceagencieswhichhavebootsonthe
ground inLadakh. Ina sense, it is anun-
forgivablerepetitionofKargil,andespe-
cially inexplicable in an age of satellites
and images and photographs beamed
regularly fromspace.Thedifferencebe-
tween Kargil and the Galwan Valley is
that the adversary is not a bumbling
PakistanbutawilyChina.
InDepsang(2013), Indiataughtales-

son to China andChinawithdrewcom-
pletely. InDoklam(Bhutan,2017),China
learned a valuable lesson about India’s
strengths andweaknesses. India cele-
brated thewithdrawal of someChinese
troopsfromthetri-junction,butmeekly
acquiesced in the structures built by
China on the Doklam plateau, and the
Chinese are ensconced till date in the
Doklamplateau!

MR MODI’S ERROR
TheChineseareapplyingtheDoklam

lesson to the Galwan Valley and will,

eventually, apply it to Pangong Tso and
the area between Finger 4 (the LAC ac-
cording to China) and Finger 8 (the LAC
accordingtoIndia).Therewasanoppor-
tunity to avoid the Galwan Valley loss.
Immediately after the Corps
Commanders-levelnegotiationsonJune
6,MrModishouldhavedialledMrXiand
persuadedMrXi to agree to a common
readoutbybothsidesendorsingtheout-
come of the negotiations. Maybe the
tragedy of June 15-16would not have
happened.Itwasagraveerroronthepart
ofMrModi.
MrModi’s dream that the 21st cen-

turywillbeaChina-India ledAsiancen-
tury is practically over. It is obvious that
MrModididnot takeacorrectmeasure
of Mr Xi.WhetherMr Xi took a correct
measureofMrModi isamatterof spec-
ulation.Thetwoleaderscannotbeclose
friends again. They can still do business
andsignone-step-at-a-timeagreements
in themanner thatMr Narasimha Rao,
Mr Vajpayee and DrManmohan Singh
didwiththeircounterpartsinChinaand
keep the peace on the 4,056-kilometre
border that includes theLAC.
Itiscertainthattherewillbenomore

‘summits’or‘swings’. Itwillbejusthard-
nosed negotiations. It will be useful for
Mr Modi to remember what Saint
Thiruvalluvarsaidover2,000yearsago:
“Fate’s strength,one’s strength, theadver-
sary’s strength, allies’ strength, weigh all
these and decide your course of action”
(Kural 471).

Dance of death

Mr Modi’s dream that the
21st century will be a China-
India led Asian century is

practically over. It is obvious
that Mr Modi did not take a

correct measure of Mr Xi.
Whether Mr Xi took a

correct measure of Mr Modi
is a matter of speculation.
The two leaders cannot be

close friends again. They can
still do business and sign

one-step-at-a-time
agreements in the manner

that Mr Narasimha Rao, Mr
Vajpayee and Dr Manmohan

Singh did with their
counterparts in China
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PCHIDAMBARAM
Website:pchidambaram.in
Twitter@Pchidambaram_IN

IN MARCH this year, I was shooting in
South Africa for my film Kakababur
Protyaborton. Itwasabigunit,around35-
40people.AroundMarch15,as informa-
tion about the coronavirus started flow-
ingin,ourteamgrewtense.Inthenext48
hours, theworld changed— flightswere
stopped,lockdownswereimposed,there
was a lot of uncertainty. We somehow
managed tickets to return to India on
March19, and theentire crewwasput in
14-dayhomequarantine.
Ishiftedtothefourthfloorofmyhouse

inKolkataanddidnotmeetanybody.My
foodwassenttomebylift. Iwasdoingthe
dishes and all other chores onmy own. I
am not somebody who spends a lot of
timeonthephone,butItried.Iwouldtalk
tomy family,my son, who had returned
from abroad too, through video calls. At
times, I gotvery lonely, evenupset, I only
hadmyphone.
After14days,whenIcamedownfrom

the fourth floor of my house, it felt like I
wasreturningfromanexile.Bythen,both
ourChiefMinisterandthePrimeMinister
had announced the lockdown, and since
then it has definitely not been a holiday,
especiallywiththecrisiscontinuingtoun-
foldaroundtheworld.
Ihavestartedwakinguplate.Waking

upearlyandbeingathomemadethedays
too long. To change my
sleep cycle, after finishing
workInowwatchshowson
Netflix till 4-5 in themorn-
ing. When I wake up late,
the evening comes sooner.
It feels like the day has
ended.Many people inmy
team also feel the same
way. They want to make
theirdaysshorter.
AlongwiththeCovid-19

crisis,mystateisalsorecov-
ering from the devastation
causedbycycloneAmphan.
We are fighting back all of
this, but it is not a healthy
situation. Even ourmental
state is not very healthy.
Everybodyistryingtodotheirbestforoth-
ers,but thereare limitations
Aftermy shoot in South Africa, I was

supposedtostartafilmwithShiboprosad
Mukherjee and Nandita Das. And then,
fromApril, IwasslatedtoworkonaHindi
seriesbyVikramadityaMotwane(director
ofSacredGames,Udaan). Itwasanimpor-
tant project for me, but we can’t shoot
now.However,we are trying to keep the
wheels turning. Frommypersonalman-

ager tomy sister, who looks at the busi-
ness side of my production company,
everybodyhas come together in this dif-
ficulttimetomakethesituation‘normal’.
The time at home has alsomademe re-
alisewhat is important. Ihavestarted fo-
cusing on my health, reading scripts
which have been lying around for long,

and discussing ideas with
myteam.
Oneday,Igotacallfrom

Mr Amitabh Bachchan to
be a part of a ‘made-at-
home’shortfilm,Family, to
spread awareness about
the importance of staying
at homeduring the coron-
avirus pandemic. Actors
such as Mohanlal,
Rajinikanthwerepart of it.
I agreed to do it. I realised
that in such times people
haveexpectations fromus,
from celebrities. While
shooting the videos from
our homes, all of us spoke
about how grateful we

wereforgettingachancetoact,tobepart
of a shoot, even if itwas in front of amo-
bile phone. Later, as part of an idea con-
ceptualisedbyourCM,MamataBanerjee,
I shotasongtohelpraise funds for junior
techniciansof our film industry.
Theentertainmentindustryacrossthe

worldisgoingthroughatoughtime.Films
aremadewithlargecrewsandareconsid-
ered successful onlywhen a large crowd
watchesitinthetheatres.Unlessthereisa

miracle, no one can say with certainty
whenthatwillhappen.Butyes,wehaveto
fightback.InBengal,thesilverliningisthat
filmingoftelevisionshowshasbegun.Film
shoots,however,willtakesometimesince
we are directly linked to cinema halls—
malls have openedbut not theatres. And,
even if cinemahalls open their gates,will
largecrowdsrushtobuyticketsagain?
Duringthelockdown,onlinestreaming

platformsandwebserieshavegainedmore
popularity.Theyhavealotofpotentialand
many international companies are now
coming to India to set upOTTplatforms.
Thishasalsogivenaplatformtomanytal-
ented actors and technicians.Having said
that,cinemawillstay.Ithasaspecialmagic
whichunfoldsonthebigscreen.Itcannotbe
comparedtowatchingcontentinisolation.
AstelevisionshootsresumeinBengal,

for the first time in India there has been
an insurance guarantee for actors and
technicians. Talks are now on for insur-
ancecoverageinfilmstoo.AsperourChief
Minister’s instructions, we can begin
shooting any time and I can’t wait to re-
turn. Imiss the smell of the set, the cam-
era,myco-actors, technicians,mymake-
upvan.Forthepast38years, Ihavespent
all my timewith these people, in those
surroundings. Ineed togetback to them,
tomyaudience.

Theauthor is aNationalAward-winning
actor, directorandproducer fromWest

Bengal.Hehasbeenpart of over300 films.

As told toAmitavaChakraborty

‘I miss the cameras, smell
of sets, can’t wait to return’

RIDING HIGH, BUT RIDER

INMODI 1.0, Rajnath Singhwas fairly in-
visible though he held the key Home
Affairsportfolioandwas the senior-most
Cabinetminister.ArunJaitleywasusually
inthespotlightongovernmentissuesand
AmitShahonthepoliticalfront.Atthestart
ofModi2.0,AmitShahasHomeMinister
projected a larger than life image. But in
February this year, Shah seemed to have
goneonatemporaryhiatusandSinghdid
most of the talking on behalf of the gov-
ernment, whether on the lockdown, the
migrant problem, the India-China con-
frontation or India-Nepal relations.
Political observers were surprised that
Singhwas even included in theGroup of
MinistersontheCovid-19crisis.Byvirtue
of his seniority, Singh automatically
chaired the key committee, though epi-
demicmanagementfallsundertheHome
Ministry.Singhmaybepoliticallyfarmore
relevanttodaythanbefore,butthedanger
of being pushed upwards is that he can
alsobeaconvenientscapegoat.

PAWARFUL RUMBLINGS
THE outsourcing of the administration
of Maharashtra to bureaucrats by Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray has infuri-
atedhisalliancepartnersandsomeinhis
party.TheCMisseldomtobeseenathis
office or official residence, and is not
available on the phone after 11 pm. He
clearsfilesonlyaftertheChiefSecretary’s
approval.FrustratedCongressstate lead-
ers may make the most noise but the
man towatch is Sharad Pawar. TheNCP
leader has objected more than once to
the CM’s overcautious bureaucratic ap-
proach. For instance, the CMwanted to
delaytheresumptionofdomestic flights
to Mumbai, hence the contradictory
messages emanating fromMumbai to
airlines for thefirst twodaysafter flights
started. While Pawar believes the only
way to revive the economy is to lift the
lockdown, Thackeray favours the bu-
reaucracy’s pleas for amore gradual re-
turntonormalcy.Thackeray’s lackofpo-
litical leadership is seen in his inability
to engage with Mumbai’s industry,
which should have played a major role
inorganisingrelief andhealthcare.After
theNisarga cyclone, Thackeraywent on
a single aerial survey of Raigad district,
while the 79-year old Pawar, a cancer
survivor,madeagruellingroadtripof the
devastated region.

CRYING WOLF

Rajasthan Chief Minister AshokGehlot’s
operation ‘Wolf Wolf’, where he carted
CongressMLAstotheJWMarriottresort,
Jaipur,foroveraweekwasnotbecausehe
feared a threat from the BJP in engineer-
ingdefectionsandsabotagingtheelection
of the Congress’s twoRajya Sabha candi-
dates.UnlikeGujaratandMadhyaPradesh,
where the Congress is vulnerable, the
numbersinRajasthanarestackedsquarely
in favour of the Congress. There are 126
MLAs, 107 from theCongress alone, sup-
porting the government. The Congress
needed just 101 votes for both its Rajya
Sabha candidates to romphome. Gehlot
laid out an elaborate game plan— sum-
moningallpartyMLAstotheShivVilasho-
tel on the pretext that hewas holding a
meeting; keeping the MLAs there
overnight;andthenextdaysendingthem
hometopacktheirclothesashewassend-
ing them on aweek’s sojourn. If Gehlot
was truly suspicious of hisMLAs hewas
hardly likely tohavegiven themadvance
notice! The dramawas orchestrated by
Gehlot simply to paint himself as the
CongresssaviourwiththeDelhihighcom-
mand andundercut his rival, Deputy CM
SachinPilot,by insinuatingdisloyalty.

WHAT’S IN A NAME
IAS officer V K Pandian has beenOdisha
ChiefMinisterNaveenPatnaik’sright-hand
man since 2011whenhewas his private
secretary.Pandian,infact,issopowerfulthat
heisoftendescribedasthede-factorulerof
the state. But themiddle-rank IAS officer
couldnothaveremainedalowlyPSforever.
Hewaspromoted to thepost of secretary
lastyearandgiventhefancifuldesignation
of ‘Secretary of 5 Ts’. The Ts stand for
Transparency, TeamWork, Technology,
Timeliness andTransformation. Aworka-
holic, Pandian starts his day at 4 amand
keepsaneyeonthefunctioningofallmin-
istriesonthegroundasthisfallswithinthe
ambitof hisworkdescription.Hesits inat
allmajor governmentmeetings anddoes
mostof thetalking.

AGE NO BAR
Members of Delhi’s prestigious India
International Centre were delighted to
learnthatthecentrewasre-openingafter
the lockdown. Theelderlymemberswho
considerthemselvestheCapital’sintellec-
tualeliteoftenspendtheentiredaybrows-
ing the library or holding addas over tea,
coffeeandsnacks.Butthere-openingcame
witharider.Thoseover65wereadvisedto
stayhome.Themeanageof themembers
isaround60.Take,forexample,theIIClife-
timetrustees.SoliSorabjeeis90,NNVohra,
84,KapilaVatsyayan,91,BNSrikrishna,79,
andShyamSaranis73.Itwassubsequently
made clear that the age restrictionwas
merelyanadvisory.

inside
TRACK
COOMIKAPOOR

After threemonths, shooting isonforaBengaliTVshowinKolkata.ParthaPaul

In Bengal, filming of
television shows has
begun. Film shoots,
however, will take
some time since we
are linked to cinema
halls — malls have
opened but not
theatres. And, even
if cinema halls open,
will crowds rush to
buy tickets again?
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Here we are, at a labourmandi. Amarket where we sell ourselves for Rs 200 a day.Hamaari halaat itni kharaab hai
ki hum bolte hain, humein khareed lo. Nahin toh bhukhe rah jayenge poore din

VISHNUDAS,ADAILY-WAGERWHOTURNSUPATTHECHOWKEVERYDAY

TILKAMANJHICHOWK
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ASADISTRICTUNLOCKS

F
ORONEweek,ithasbeenthesame.
Arriveat6am.BowattheMahavir
mandir.SpendRs5fora cupofchai.
Counttherestofthemoney:Rs160
today.Then,wait.Atfirst,patiently.

Sitting onhis haunches, staring out into the
distance. Or engaged in conversationwith
thosearoundhim.Inanhour,VishnuDas’seyes
aremoredesperate,huntingforsignsofacon-
tractor, or somebodywhowill offerwork.
Sometimes,heasksapasser-by,“Kaamchahiye
kuchch(Doyouwantworkdone)?”By8.30am,
thecrowdaroundhimbeginstothin,theshops
preparetoopen.Anothermorninghaspassed.
Das has not foundwork this entire week.
Tomorrowhehopes,willbebetter.
Das, 46, is an old-timer at TilkaManjhi

Chowk, the sitewhere daily-wagers collect
every day before dawn to find work. The
chowk is the centre of Bhagalpur town by
day. But now, in these uncertain times, the
centre and the groundbeneath it is shifting
formostpeoplelikeDasastheygrapplewith
theeffectsof apandemicandthe lockdown
that followed.
Bhagalpur,itsdistrictheadquarters239km

fromPatna,hasallthetrappingsofsmalltowns
raringtobreakintothebigleague,itsaspiration
definedby its coaching centres, themarkets
thatsellsilksarisandtheshoppingarcadesthat
display flatscreen televisions. It’s oneof four
Bihar townson theCentre’s list of proposed
SmartCities, yet, thedistrict isdraggeddown
byhighlevelsofpovertyandmalnutrition.
In away, Bhagalpur is illustrative of chal-

lengesacrossthecountryasdistricts,especially
those facing thebrunt ofmigrant distress—
exodusorinflux—trytogetbackontrack.

TilkaManjhi Chowk
Atthechowk’scentreisastatueofManjhi,

oneofIndia’sfirstrecordedtribalfreedomfight-
ers,whowashungbytheBritishforhisirrever-
ence,asfolkloresays,rightatthischowk.
Das chuckles, “Manjhi may have died

fighting forour freedom.Buthereweare,at
alabourmandi.Amarketwherewesellour-

selves for Rs 200 a day.Hamaari halaat itni
kharaabhaikihumboltehai,humeinkhareed
lo. Nahi toh bhuke rah jaenge poore din (Our
situation is so bad, we put ourselves up for
sale, sayingwewill gohungryotherwise).”
LifehasalwaysbeenhardforDas,wholives

alone in a shanty2kmaway.Hedoesn’t talk
muchabouthispast,exceptthathewasborn
andraisedinBhagalpur.“Akelahoon,”hesays,
whenpushed.“Koinahinhai,”headds,witha
finalitythatresistsmoreproddingquestions.
He ismoreopenabouthis present situa-

tion.Whenthelockdownwasfirstannounced,
the chowkwas empty, he says. Das tried to
moveout to look forwork, butevery timehe
didso,hewasheckledorchargedatwithapo-
lice lathi. “Istoppedafterfourdays,”hesays.
Foramonth,fromtheendofMarchtothe

endofApril,Das stayedhome.By thesecond
weekofMay, though, therewasanewprob-
lematthechowk.Migrants,whohadlostjobs
inMaharashtra,Gujarat,orDelhi,beganarriv-
ing, desperate formoney. According to state
records, an estimated63,962migrants have
returnedtoBhagalpursincethelockdown.
Among them, ShyamSundarYadav,who

worked in awarehousing company inPune.
Hewalked, andhitched rides to Bhagalpur.
Oncehere,hearrivedatthechowktolookfor
work. “Ihavebeenhere foramonthnow.For
oneweek I liftedcement sacksat a construc-
tionsite.Afterthat,nothing,”hesays.
Dascontinues,“Whenthemigrantscame,

therewasahugenumberatthechowk.Maybe
400peopleaday.Thenslowly,peoplerealised
therewasnowork.Noweventhosewhocame
foryearshavestopped.Thereare onlyabouta
hundredaday,andeventheyhavenowork.”
Askedwhy there is nowork even after

the government announced the ‘un-lock-
down’,Dasandtheotherssaytherecanonly
beonereason:Fear.
RamKrishan Singh, amason, says con-

struction drives the economyof the labour
market.“Thosewhowerebuildingsomething
havestoppedputting inmoneybecausethey
areafraid.Whatifanotherlockdownhappens?
Also,moneyishardtocomebythesedays.So
if someone needs five people, hemakes do
withtwo.Evenwhenwegetwork,wegetpaid
less. Earlierwe could get Rs 300-400 a day.
NowitwillbenomorethanRs150,”Singhsays.
Frustratedwiththewaitforwork,themen

have begun talking about “other options”.
Many,theysay,havetakentoroamingtheby-
lanes of Bhagalpur, asking for odd jobs by
knocking on doors of shops. Somehave re-
turnedtovillageshopingtogetMNREGAjobs.
Then,thereistheotheroption.Rightnext

to TilkaManjhi, everymorning, people line
up on either side of the road to sell vegeta-
bles. Here, alongside the established ones
who sell out of carts, there are the new en-
trantswhositonmatsontheroad.Ifnothing
else, Yadav says, he will do that. “Some of
thoseat thechowkhavebegungoing to the
mandi...TheyearnbetweenRs50-100aday.
At least it is something.”

JLNMedical College and
Hospital, Mayaganj
Apavedroad,withwildgrassoneitherside,

snakes around themainbuildingof the800-
bed Jawaharlal NehruMedical College and
Hospital.Pastaparking lot, anadministrative
block and some shanties, the road ends in a
placethat’sunsettlinglystill,withonlyawhite
building in sight. It’s a newbuilding,with a
boardthatsays ‘MCH’—the100-bedMother
andChildHealthcarewing.Today,itistheiso-
lationward of JLNHospital, the dedicated
Covidcarehospital inthedistrict.
At11amonaWednesday,BalramDasar-

rivesinhistempothathasa‘COVIDduty’sticker.

He sits on thebench, amaskhanging loosely
aroundhis face,playingagameonhisphone.
Heiswaitingforthehospitalstafftohandhim
thegarbage.Therearethreebigbagstoday;two
weeksago,thereweremanymore,hesays.
Bhagalpur district now has the second

highest number of Covid cases in Bihar —
348,comparedtoPatna’s377.Butrecoveryis
strong, with 266 already discharged, and
only81activecases.Thedistricthasrecorded
onedeathso far.
SaysDrRCMandal,ChiefSuperintendent

of the hospital, “About twoweeks ago,we
changedstrategy.Werealisedthatavastnum-
ber of our cases are asymptomatic. Sowhile
earlier, all caseswere in the isolation centre,
nowweonlyhavethosewhoaresymptomatic
andserious.Aymptomaticpatientsareplaced
intheCovidcarecentres.Rightnow,wehave
no serious cases at the isolation centre, and
onlyfourwhoaresymptomatic,”Mandalsays.
Thus thedeserted surroundings, and the

threegarbagebags.
“Everythingisundercontrol.Thereareonly

fourcasesthatrequiremedicalattention,and
twopatientswhohavefever.Eventheoneper-
sonwhodiedhadcancer.Fornow,thereisab-
solutelynoreasontopanic,”addsMandal.
Thelackofseriouspatientsisreasonforsol-

ace,fornow,butthenumbersshowhowsmall

themarginforerroris.MandaladmitsthatJLN
Hospitalistheonlylargemedicalcollegefora
200-sq-kmareacoveringthreestates. “There
isabighospital like this inPatna,Dhanbad in
Jharkhand, and Siliguri in West Bengal.
Everyone comes here, and we need to be
ready,”Mandalsays.Besides, theCovidnum-
bershavebeenrisingsteadily(seebox).
Forahospitalthatservessomany,thenum-

bers tooallow fornocomplacency. Thereare
allof22ventilators,10ofthemnew,and64ICU
beds.Plusnotenoughprotectiveequipment.
Adoctoratthehospitalsaysoncondition

ofanonymity,“Oneof thereasonsasympto-
matic patients weremoved to Covid care
centreswas that the hospital couldn’t han-
dle100patients.Thereweren’tenoughpro-
tective equipment. Even now,wemake do
withkits thatarehardlyprotective.”
The testing numbers are also abysmally

low.DrVijayKumarSingh,CivilSurgeoninthe
district,saysthedistrictisconducting315tests
a day. Overall, till June 15, it had conducted
5,632tests.With333testingpositiveuntilthat
date, it’s a confirmation rate of 6.2 per cent,
higher than the national average of 5.7 per
cent. Of the 333who testedpositive, 311 are
fromtestson1,801returningmigrants,acon-
firmationrateof17.26percent.
Thereareotherconcernstoo.WithJLNset

asideforCovidcases, thenon-Covidcasesare
beinghandledbytheolder,smaller,andmuch
lessadvancedSadarHospital.DrMandalsays
he shifted at least 10 senior doctors to Sadar.
But thehospital is showing signsof creaking
underthestrain.Therearepatientswaitingon
thefloor,somesleepingonit.
Singh,thedistrictCivilSurgeon,admitshe

isworriedaboutthemonsoon.“Incrucialde-
partmentslikepaediatricsandanesthesia,we
have twoand threedoctors respectively. The
loadisgettingtoomuch.Whichiswhydespite
being a Covid-only hospital,wehavehad to
open the emergencyward of JLNwith 150
beds,”Singhsays.

KhalifabaghMarket, Bhagalpur
Bhagalpurhasearneditselfmanymonikers

overtheages.The‘cityofacademia’,becauseof
theancientVikramshilaUniversity, isnowas-
sociatedwiththe1989Bhagalpurriotsandthe
infamousblindingsof the followingyear. It is
calledBihar’ssilkcityaswell.Andyet,forlocals,
whatsticksistheimageofatownoftrafficjams.
ShyamSundarNewetia, a shopkeeper at

Khalifabagh, the town’s busiestmarket, bris-
tlesatthesightof thecrowdoutsidehisshop.
“Thesepeoplewhoareouton the street...

Youthinktheyarecomingtobuy?No.Theyare
boredathome,sotheyarehere.Fools!Idon’tal-
lowthemtositinmyshopanymore,”hesays.

Eversincerestrictionsbegantoease,traffic
has returned to Bhagalpur’s narrow streets,
whereshopsopenby11am.Themotorcycles,
rickshawsandpedestriansarealloutinforce,
enoughtomakemockeryofanyintendedso-
cialdistancing.Maskshanglooselyonfaces,if
atall,andpedestriansbrushpasteachother.
Theroadsmightsuggestnormalcy,but,as

Newetiasays,itisallamirage.Shopsareempty,
saleregistersbare. It’satimeofdeepdistress.
Newetiaowns‘MatchingCornerBoutique’,

a50-year-oldstorethatsellsclothes,primarily
forwomen.HeopenedthestoreonJune1and
sincethen,businesshasbeendire.“About75%
ofbusinesshasgoneaway.Peoplewanttohold
on to theirmoney in these uncertain times.
Eventhe25percentsaleIamdoingisofnight-
iesorundergarments,”Newetiasays.
Buttherearethingstobethankfulfor.Such

asthefactthatheownstheshop.“Thoseonrent
have let go ofmost of their staff. There is no
money. Last year, oneof those rickshawsyou
seewouldrefusetotakeyoutotherailwaysta-
tionforRs40;today,hewillgofor10,”hesays.
MostbusinessmeninBhagalpuralsocom-

plain about the timing of the shutdown.
Newetiasays,“FromJunetoNovember, there
is thewedding season,Durga Puja and then
Chhat festival. Rightnow iswhenweshould
behavingfestivesales.”
AnemployeeatHotelChinmayeInn,oneof

thecity’sbiggest,saysthatduringthewedding
season,their59roomswouldbefullybooked.
“Asoftoday,onlyfourroomsareoccupied.Also,
alotofourclienteleusedtocomefortradefrom
PatnaorKolkata.Aslongastrainsdon’trestart,
thatwon’thappen,”saysastaffmember.
A kmaway, isMayfair restaurant, one of

Bhagalpur’smost popular eating joints. At 2
pmonaThursday,thereisonefamilyatatable.
OwnerNavinNishchal says, “Peoplehave

just stopped coming. I reopened the restau-
rantonlyearlierthismonth.Mostoftheorders
aredeliveriesfromeitherZomatoorSwiggy...
Ihad22peopleworkingwithme.Ihaveseven
now,”hesayswistfully.
On somedays,whenhis cellphone rings,

heferventlyhopesit’sanorder,butthesedays,
therearemorecallsaskingforjobs.
“One of them told me he worked in a

restaurant in Pune and is now back in
Bhagalpur. He said he earned Rs 22,000 a
month but couldmake dowith Rs 12,000
now. It brokemyheart, but I could donoth-
ing,”hesays.
Rightnext toNischal, a familyof threeare

waitingfortheirorder.Thekitchendoorswings
openandthreeplatesofdahivadaemerge.The
waiter serves themand asks, “Aur kuchch?”
Theanswer to thatquestion, in timessuchas
these,maywelldecidehisfuture.
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COVID-19CASES IN BHAGALPUR

Date Cases Discharged Active

May15 33 8 25

May20 59 12 47

May25 76 27 49

May30 140 53 87

June4 204 85 118

June9 267 141 125

June14 324 197 126

June20 348 266 81

Note:The1deathinBhagalpurtookplaceonMay31

75%ofbusinesshasgoneaway.Eventhe25%salesIam
doingareofthingslikenighties,undergarments.Clothes

peopleneedathome.Beyondthat,nothing.”
SHYAMSUNDARNEWETIA,WHOOWNS ‘MATCHINGCORNERBOUTIQUE’

KHALIFABAGHMARKET JLNMEDICALCOLLEGEANDHOSPITAL,MAYAGANJ

Thereareonly fourCovid-19casesthat requiremedical
attention,andtwopatientswhohavefever...Eventheone

personwhodiedhadcancer.Fornow, there isnoreasontopanic.”
DRRCMANDAL,CHIEFSUPERINTENDENT

AnExpress Series

DIPANKAR
GHOSE

Unlock,unlock,unlock,Prime
MinisterNarendraModirecently
definedthewayforwardtochief
ministers.Beginningtoday,
The IndianExpressdropsanchor in
Bhagalpurtotrackthis
unlockdown.
Withitssecond-highestCovid

burdeninBihar, its labourchowk
swellingwithreturningmigrants,
itssocialdividesdeepeninginan
electionyear, thisdistrict,ofover
thousandvillagesandwiththe
third largestcity inthestate,
capturesbothruralandurban
distress—andcharts the
challengesahead

Photos:DipankarGhose
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USA

Navyreverses
movetoreinstate
virus-hitaircraft
carrier’scaptain
Washington: In a reversal,
the Navy on Friday
scrappeditsrecommenda-
tion to reinstate Captain
Brett Crozier and instead
upheld a decision to fire
himfromhiscommandof
acoronavirus-strickenair-
craft carrierwhere hebe-
came a hero to his crew.
TheNavysaidan in-depth
investigation showed that
Crozier, despite imploring
top brass to do more to
safeguard his sailors, had
himselffailedtodoenough
to try tohalt the spreadof
thecoronavirus. Iteventu-
ally infected more than
1,200personnelaboardthe
TheodoreRoosevelt,killing
oneof them.

CaptainBrettCrozier
wascommanderofthe
USSTheodoreRoosevelt

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

USA

Tennessee
lawmakerspass
Billtobanabortion
aftersixweeks
TENNESSEE LAWMAKERS
passed one of the tightest
abortion restrictions in the
country on Friday, banning
the procedure once a fetal
heartbeat is detected at
aroundsixweeks,whichisof-
tenbeforeawomanrealises
she ispregnant. The “heart-
beat” bill follows awave of
similar strict anti-abortion
measures passed by
Republican-majority legisla-
tures in aneffort toprompt
the US Supreme Court to
overturn Roe v Wade, the
landmark1973casethatguar-
antees awoman’s constitu-
tionalrighttoabortion.Inthe
last twoyears, federal judges
havestruckdown“fetalheart-
beat” lawsbanningabortion
after six weeks in several
states on the grounds that
theywereunconstitutional.

BRITAIN

Mayorpromisesto
protectLeicester’s
Gandhistatue
London: Themayor of the
cityofLeicesterhascommit-
ted to protecting the statue
of MahatmaGandhi in the
heartof thecentralEngland
city,asanonlinepetitioncre-
atedtosavetheunder-threat
monument attracted over
6,000 signatures. Peter
Soulsby confirmedhis sup-
port for themonument as
thecity’s“greatpride” inhis
responsetoaletterfromfor-
mer Indian-origin Leicester
EastMPKeithVaz,whohas
been leading a campaign
eversinceanonlinepetition
called for the statue’s re-
moval lastweek.

‘COVID’ CASKET ELIMINATES PRECIOUS WOODS, DETAILED CARVINGS AND GLASS PANES IN FAVOUR OF FAST-TO-PRODUCE PLAIN BOX

Chileans mass producing caskets to deal with coronavirus onslaught
EVAVERGARA
SANTIAGO, JUNE20

NICOLÁSBERGERIE’S family has
beenmakingcoffinsforfourgen-
erations, with barely any alter-
ation.Butwhenhesawthecoro-
navirus ravaging Europe, he
decidedtorolloutanewproduct.
The “COVID” is a casket that

eliminates preciouswoods, de-
tailed carvings and glass view-
ingpanes in favor of a plain box
of cheaper wood that is fast to
produceinquantity. It’s theper-

fectproductforChile,whichhas
become a hot spot for the virus
despite aggressive government
measures tocontrol its spread.
On Friday, Chile’s 230,000

casesmade it ninth in theworld
inthenumberofconfirmedcoro-
navirus infections,despite itsrel-
ativelysmallpopulationof fewer
than19millionpeople.Withmore
than5,000newcasesreportedon
a typical day, nextweekChile is
expectedtopassItalyintheranks
ofmost-infectedcountries.
Withmore than 4,000 dead

in Chile, Bergerie’s business,

BergutFuneralServices,hasseen
its orders boom. He said the
workshopismaking100coffins
a week, double the pre-pan-
demic number, although the
cheaper caskets mean his in-
comehasdroppedbyhalf.
“We looked at the interna-

tionalexperienceandwestarted
toturnoutmorecoffinsbecause
we understoodwhatwas com-
ing,”' saidManuelGonzález, the
headof theworkshop.
TheChilean government re-

ported252deathsFriday,thehigh-
estnumbersincethevirusthatcan

causeCOVID-19diseasearrivedin
Chile in earlyMarch.Most infec-
tionsanddeathsareconcentrated
inthecapital,Santiago.
Thetruescaleoftheoutbreak

goesfarbeyondtheofficialnum-
bers—Chileisdailycarryingout
as many as 20,000 virus tests,
and about 30% are comingback
positive,astrongsignthatmany
infectionshavegoneundetected.
Officialsadmit theireffort to

battle the virus is falling short,
particularlyintracingandisolat-
ingthosewhocomeintocontact
with infectedpeople.

Thepandemichaspushedthe
Chileanmedical systemclose to
collapse—intensive-careunitsin
Santiago are at 96% of capacity,
andthatisonlybecausedozensof
patients have been sent to re-
gional hospitals to ease the bur-
denonthoseinthecapital.
Thecoronaviruswasbrought

toChilebywell-off travelerswho
vacationedinEurope.Chileanof-
ficials in April replaced a strict
quarantine of several wealthy
neighborhoodsofSantiagowith
astringofconstantlyshiftingclo-
sures in neighbourhoods

throughout thecity.
“For a shortwhilewe had a

window of opportunity,”' said
PabloVillalobos, a public health
researcheratHarvardandadviser
totheWorldHealthOrganization.
“Itwasalostopportunity.”
Thevirusstartedspreadingvir-

tually uncontrolled through
SantiagoatthestartofMay,helped
byofficials’ refusal to shutdown
publictransport.“Thegovernment
didnottakethenecessaryrestric-
tive measures,” said Claudio
Castillo, apublichealthexpert at
theUniversityofChile.AP

Aproduction lineof coffinsat theBergutFuneralServices in
Santiago,Chile.AP

KENMORITSUGU
&JILLLAWLESS
BEIJING, JUNE20

CHINA’SCAPITALrecordedafur-
ther drop in coronavirus cases
amid tightened containment
measures, while Brazil sur-
passed 1million confirmed in-
fections, secondonly to theUS.
Europe,incontrast,continues

toemergewarilyfromlockdown,
withhard-hitBritainconsidering
easing social distancing rules to
make it easier for restaurants,
pubsandschoolstoreopen.
Officials reported 22 new

cases in Beijing on Saturday,
alongwithfiveotherselsewhere
in China. There were no new
deathsand308peopleremained
hospitalized for treatment.
South Korea recorded 67

new cases, the largest 24-hour
increase in about three weeks.
Most of them come from the
densely populated Seoul area,
whereabouthalfofthecountry’s
51million people reside. Many
caseshavebeen linked toexpo-
sure innightlifeoutlets.
Theheadof theWorldHealth

Organization saidFriday that the
pandemic is “accelerating” and
that more than 150,000 cases
werereportedthedaybefore.
Tedros Adhanom

Ghebreyesus told reporters in
Geneva that nearly half of the

newlyreportedcaseswerefrom
theAmericas.
Brazil’s HealthMinistry said

thetotalnumberofcaseshadrisen
bymorethan50,000fromthepre-
viousday.PresidentJairBolsonaro
still downplays the risks of the
virusafternearly50,000fatalities
inthreemonths,sayingtheimpact
ofsocialisolationonBrazil’secon-
omycouldbemoredeadly.
Thenewcoronavirushas in-

fected more than 8.5 million
people worldwide and killed
more than454,000.AP

YEWLUNTIAN&
GREGTORODE
BEIJING,HONGKONG, JUNE20

CHINAWILL have overarching
powersovertheenforcementof
a new national security law in
HongKong, according todetails
released on Saturday that sig-
nalledthedeepestchangetothe
city’swayof lifesinceitreturned
toChinese rule in1997.
Theplannedlawhasalarmed

foreign governments aswell as
democracy activists in Hong
Kong, who were already con-
cernedthatBeijingiserodingthe
highdegreeofautonomygranted
to the territory when it was
handedoverfromBritishrule.
Accordingtodetailsreleased

by the official Xinhua news
agency,HongKongwillestablish
a local national security council
toenforcethelegislation,headed
by the city’s leader Carrie Lam
andsupervisedandguidedbya
new central government com-
mission created by Beijing. A
mainlandadviserwillalsositon
thenewHongKongbody.
Lamwillalsohavethepower

toappointjudgestohearcasesre-
lated tonational security, anun-
precedentedmove likely to un-
nervesomeinvestors,diplomats
andbusiness leaders inthecity.
Currentlysenior judgesallo-

cate judicial rosters up through
Hong Kong’s independent judi-
cial system.
“Fromtheseinitialdetails,this

newlawpresentsunprecedented

legalquestions thatwewill have
to confront in coming years,”
SimonYoung,abarristerandpro-
fessor at theUniversity of Hong
Kong’slawschool, toldReuters.
Youngsaidhewastroubledby

theapparent“broadsupremacy”
of thenew lawover current and
futureHongKonglaws.
Officials inBeijing andHong

Konghavesoughttoreassurein-
vestors that the law will not
erodethecity’sautonomy,insist-
ing itwill target only aminority
of “troublemakers”.
Xinhuasaidhumanrightsand

freedomofspeechandassembly
wouldbeprotected,echoingpre-
viouscommentsbyauthoritiesin
BeijingandHongKong.REUTERS

LISABAUMANN
SEATTLE, JUNE20

ONEPERSONwaskilledandan-
other was in critical condition
in a pre-dawn shooting in
Seattle’s protest zone, authori-
ties said Saturday.
The shooting happened at

about 3 am in the area near
downtown known as CHOP,
which stands for “Capitol Hill
Occupied Protest” zone, police
said inastatementonTwitter.
Seattle Police Sgt. Lauren

Truscott told The Seattle Times
that she didn’t knowwhether
police had taken anyone into
custodyandthatshehadnoim-
mediate details about how the
shootingunfolded.
Investigatorswerereviewing

reviewing public-source video
andbody-cameravideoforclues
and authorities planned to dis-
close more information about
theshooting later, Truscott said.
Two males with gunshot

wounds arrived in a private ve-
hicle at Harborview Medical
Centeratabout3am,saidhospi-
tal spokesperson Susan Gregg.
Onediedandtheotheronewas
incriticalconditionintheinten-
sive careunit.
Protestershavecordonedoff

several blocks near a police sta-
tion in Seattle’s Capitol Hill
neighborhood in the wake of
demonstrations against police
violence since the police killing
of George Floyd inMinneapolis
several weeks ago. Police have
largely retreated from the zone
after clashes with protesters
ended with people throwing
things at police and police tear
gassing people and using other
crowdcontrolmunitions.AP

NATHANLAYNE&
SARAHNLYNCH
WASHINGTON, JUNE20

A TOP US federal prosecutor
whoseofficehasbeeninvestigat-
ing President Donald Trump’s
personallawyer,RudolphGiuliani,
onFridayrefusedtostepdownaf-
ter the administration abruptly
saiditwasreplacinghim.
Attorney General William

Barr, in a surprise late-night an-
nouncement,saidtheUSAttorney
inManhattan,GeoffreyBerman,
was stepping downand that he
would nominate Securities and
ExchangeCommissionChairman
JayClaytontotakeBerman’sspot.
Berman,wholeadsapowerful

officeknownforprosecutinghigh-
profileterrorismcases,WallStreet
financialcrimesandgovernment
corruption,saidhefirstlearnedof
themovefromBarr’spressrelease
andwouldnotgoquietly.
“I have not resigned, and

have no intention of resigning
my position,” Berman said in a
statement. “I will step down
whenapresidentiallyappointed
nominee is confirmed by the
Senate.Untilthen,ourinvestiga-
tionswillmoveforwardwithout
delayor interruption.”
Since being appointed in

January 2018, Berman has not
shied from taking on figures in
Trump’sorbit.Hisofficeoversaw
theprosecutionofMichaelCohen,
Trump’s formerpersonal lawyer,
indicted twoGiuliani associates
andlaunchedaprobeintoGiuliani
in connectionwithhis efforts to
digupdirtonTrump’spoliticalad-
versariesinUkraine.REUTERS

ANOTHER CONFEDERATE STATUE GOES DOWN
ThestatueofAlbertPike,which is theonlystatueof aConfederategeneral in theUScapital,wastoppledbyprotestersandset
onfire inWashingtonearlySaturday. It comesas theUSobservedJuneteenth, thedaymarkingtheendof slavery inthe
UnitedStates,amidcontinuinganti-racismdemonstrations followingthedeathofGeorgeFloyd inMinneapolis.AP

BRITAINCONSIDERSEASINGSOCIALDISTANCINGRULES

Brazil infections cross 1mn
as Beijing sees drop in cases

ACONCERTFORTHEQUARANTINED:AgroupofmusiciansplayingSambaofferedasmall
concert to theresidentsofRio’sTuranofavela,mostofwhomremainquarantinedtocurb
thespreadofCovid-19.Residentscouldwatchtheperformancefromtheirwindows,
balconiesorvia internet.AP

Indian crew stranded on cruise
ships appeal for repatriation
London: Hundreds of Indian
crewaboardcruiseshipsdocked
on the UK coast have appealed
forrepatriationtoIndiaamidthe
ongoingcoronavirus lockdown.
The All India Seafarer and

GeneralWorkers Union claims
thataround1,500crewmembers
fromIndiahavebeenstrandedat
UKportsacrosstheseships.
“This is regarding 164 crew

membersstrandedIndiancitizens
onthevesselMVAstoria,”notesa
letterfromtheunionaddressedto
the External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, in reference tooneof
thevessels.
“Inthispandemiccoronavirus

outbreak,ourIndiancitizensstuck
in foreignwaters from past 90
days,andneedhelp,”notesthelet-
terdatedJune16.PTI

China unveils details of new
security law for Hong Kong
Beijing tohavesweepingpowersoverenforcingnewlaw

HongKongactivist JoshuaWongannounceshisplantorun
intheupcomingLegislativeCouncilelections.AP

Shooting in
Seattle protest
zone leaves 1
dead, 1 injured

US Dept of Justice
tries to oust attorney
probing Trump allies,
but he refuses to go

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, JUNE20

AUS judgeonSaturdaydenieda
requestbytheTrumpadministra-
tion for an injunction to block
publicationofabookbyPresident
DonaldTrump’s formernational
security adviser JohnBolton that
alleges the president sought
China’shelptowinre-election.
“While Bolton’s unilateral

conductraisesgravenationalse-
curityconcerns,thegovernment
has not established that an in-
junction is an appropriate rem-

edy,” US District Judge Royce
Lamberthsaid inhis ruling.
The administration had

sought a temporary restraining
orderandpreliminaryinjunction
against the publication of The
Room Where It Happened: A
White House Memoir, saying it
containedclassifiedinformation
andthreatenednationalsecurity.
The book, scheduled to hit

stores Tuesday, is already in the
handsofmediaorganisations.
“Defendant Boltonhas gam-

bledwiththenationalsecurityof
theUnitedStates.Hehasexposed
his country toharmandhimself
tocivil (andpotentiallycriminal)
liability,” thejudgewrote.
But he said an injunction

would be too late to stem the
harm. “With hundreds of thou-
sandsofcopiesaroundtheglobe
—many in newsrooms — the
damage is done,” Lamberth
said.In a tweet shortly after the
decisionwas released, Trump
lashed out at Bolton. “Hemust
payaverybigpriceforthis,asoth-
ershavebeforehim,”Trumpsaid.
Trump drew some solace

fromthejudge’srebukeofBolton.
“BIG COURT WIN against

Bolton.Obviously,withthebook
already given out and leaked to
many people and the media,”
Trumptweeted.REUTERS

GEOFFREYBERMAN,thefed-
eralprosecutorinManhattan,
wasappointedtotheposton
aninterimbasisbythenA-G
JeffSessionsin2018.
AlthoughhewasaTrump
pick,thePresidentneveroffi-
ciallysenthisnominationto
theSenateforconfirmation,
whichishowfederalprosecu-
torsareusuallyappointed.
After120daysasinterimUS
Attorney,Berman’sappoint-
mentwasmadepermanent
bytheUSDistrictCourtfor
theSouthernDistrictofNew
York.Refusingtoquitdespite
A-GBarr’sannouncement,
Bermanpointedoutthathe
couldn’tbefiredbythe
Presidentashewasn’tap-
pointedbythePresident,and
thathewouldremaininoffice
untilanothernomineewas
confirmedbytheSenate.

Crisisafterunusual
appointment

GeoffreySBerman

Judge denies Trump bid to block Bolton book

Boltonwascriticisedbythe
judge,whosaidhe‘gambled
withthenationalsecurity’

NEWNATIONALSECURITYCOUNCIL,POLICEUNITS
HONGKONGwillestablish
alocalnationalsecurity
counciltoenforcethe
legislation,headedbythe
city’s leaderCarrieLamand
supervisedandguidedbya
newcentralgovernment
commissioncreatedby
Beijing,accordingdetailsof
thenewlegislation.

NEWLOCALpoliceand

prosecutionunitswillbe
setupto investigateandto
enforcethe law,backedby
mainlandsecurityand
intelligenceofficers
deployedtoBeijing’snew
commission.

LAMWILLalsohavethe
powertoappoint judges to
hearcasesrelatedto
national security.
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T H E S U N D A Y E X P R E S S M A G A Z I N Eeye
Shiny Varghese

T HINKOFacitythathasaskin
that can inflate and deflate,
dependingonthenumberof
peopleitneedstoaccommo-
date. A house that can be
liftedonacraneandperched

on skyscrapers and detached when your
work in the city is done.What if a city can
hang off an airship and land overnight in a
place,withakitofmoveableparts?Inthelate
1960s,whenmodernismwasmakingchunky
cubesofhousesforpeopletoliveinandgrids
forurbanlayouts,agroupofsixBritisharchi-
tectscametogethertoformArchigram.They
beganwithasingle-pagemagazinethatwas
filled with collages, poems and visuals of
utopianpossibilitiesof a city— flexible,mo-
bile and adaptable. The groupwould chal-
lenge generations of architects to build,
dreamandenvisionpossiblefutures.Though
Archigram never built any city and critics
calledthemoutfortheirassumptionthatthe
earth had endless resources,many of their
ideas seemtohave found theirway intoour
everyday, fromescalators tomonorails.
Thenovelcoronaviruspandemicandthe

lockdownsthatwereput inplaceacrossthe
world to tackle it pose questions about the
future of urban living. In India, among the
imagessearedintopublicmemoryarethose
ofcrowdscheeringonbalconiesof towering
apartments and private homes, and that of
workersstreamingoutofcities,walkinghun-
dredsof kilometres to theirhomes.Someof
“us”, forwhomhomeremainedasafeplace,
raised the drawbridges, switched on our
WiFianddisconnectedfromtheoutside.We
created islands for ourselves within our
homes,whilethemigrantworkermovedout
of hisdwellingplace.
“Today it’s the pandemic, tomorrow it

couldbeanintenseheatwaveoraglobalcli-
matecrisis.Confined livingwillbecomethe
way forward,” says Thiruvananthapuram-
based urban designer and architectManoj
KumarKini. Apossiblefuturemodel,hesays,
lies in theexampleofArcosanti.
Sometime in the 1970s, Italian architect

PaoloSoleriplannedafuturecitythatwould
meldecologyandarchitecture.IntheArizona
desert,heenvisionedtheutopianmetropolis,
Arcosanti. Its ribbed vaults allowed ample
lightandairtofilter intospaces,andencour-
agedasenseof community.Onecouldwalk
totheofficeorworkshop,compostwithone’s
neighbourorwalkoutofone’shouseintothe
thickofculturalaction.Whileithaditsfaults,
be it the peoplewho lived there or the un-
adaptability of the structure, it offered a
worldviewthatcouldchangethewaywelive.
Closerhome,AurovillenearPuducherry

aimed tobe aplacewith “anewconscious-
ness”,withlike-mindedpeoplefromallover
theworldmaking it their home. “In the fu-
ture, urban living could be like something
between an apartment and a township like
Dwarka inDelhi,where compact livingwill
be thenorm,withpeople choosing towalk,
cycle or take public transport, because dis-
tancewillcompress.Wewilltravelless,have
asmallerecologicalfootprint,andhavemore
timewith family,” saysKini.
Could buildings of the future be about

empathy, about an architect who “places
himself/herself intheroleofafuturedweller
andteststhevalidityoftheideasthroughthis
imaginativeexchangeofrolesandpersonal-
ities?” asks Finnish architect and thinker
JuhaniPallasmaainthebookArchitectureand
Empathy (Peripheral Projects; 2015). Will
buildings becomea shared resource?Can a
university and a corporate office be in the
samecampus?Cangovernmentadministra-
tionandcultural centres coexist? “Maybe it
will open up spaces in the city, between
buildingandnon-building,wheredesigners
andarchitectswillneedtointervenetorevi-
talise, renovate, and renew.Wewill have to
getoffourAutocadsandgetourhandsdirty.
Just theway younowwant a hairdresser to
comehome,peoplemightwantanarchitect
to come home and use what they have to
build anew, sincemoney and building re-
sourceswillbehardtocomeby,”saysarchi-
tectMoulshri Joshi of the Delhi-based firm
SpaceMatters.

■ ■ ■

“Untilnow,wewereawareof thosewho
livedonpavements, inslumsandchawlsand
overcrowdedsmallapartments.Butwedid-
n’t realisethere isanother lotofpeoplewho
liveincorridors,garages,attics,mezzanines,
andloftsineverycity,andtheirnumbersare
staggering.When the city turns its back on
them,wherecantheygo?”saysarchitectand
habitat professional Kirtee Shah, who lives

inAhmedabad.
Forthepoormigranttothecity,thereisa

place called home in the village and a city
where he earns his daily bread. “For some,
thehomeisa‘resort’butforthosewhodon’t
have thatprivilege, thecitywas theirhome.
Itgavethemcertainty.Whatdoesitmeanto
not have that in a lockdown? There are no
easyanswers, butweneed to thinkof ideas
of care andhowwecancreate those spaces
inourcities.Howcanwecreatedifferentlev-
els of communities and what will those
spaces be?” saysMumbai-based architect
andurbanistRupaliGupte.
InarecentlettertoPraveenPardeshi, for-

mermunicipal commissioner of Mumbai,
Shah offered suggestions for handling the
slum crisis in the city. From using vacant
houses andunsold inventory inhousing for
migrantsandusingrooftopsofpublicbuild-
ingstocreatetemporaryhousingstock,Shah
pushed formoredignifieddwellingunits.
He recounts his keynote address at the

openingofthe“StateofHousing”exhibitionin
Mumbai in 2018. He asked an audience of
nearlya100people,amajorityofthemarchi-
tects,iftheyhadheardofIndiraAwaasYojana.
“Onlya fewhandswentup. Itwasoneof the

world’sbiggestsocialhousingprojects,which
lastednearly30yearsandbuiltmorethan20
million houses, but India’s architects barely
intervened. It speaksvolumesabout thedis-
connectarchitectshavewithsociety,”hesays.
While architects design on a computer,

the drawings are executed bymasons, car-
penters and unskilled labourers. “They are
theoneswhoconvertourdreamsintobeau-
tiful projects. So I asked, ‘Sincemost of you
visityoursitesatleasteverytwoweeks,how
many of you have seen the conditions in
which the workers live?’ Barely one hand
came up,” says Shah. “We need to rethink
and reshape our cities which are inhuman
andhostile to thepeoplewhobuild them.”
Intheletter,Shahsuggestsrenegotiating

termswith employers so that workers are
providedbetterplacestolive.“... [It]couldbe
a rented place in a slum redevelopment
colony, in an affordable low-income settle-
ment, in a slumwhere a family iswilling to
rent a room, or in a liveable tent on apublic
building terrace.”

■ ■ ■

Thecomfortof homeformigrants isalso

the sense of security that comes from the
physical and figurative boundaries in a vil-
lage.Numerousmigrants testified to theur-
gent need of going home, even if it meant
starvationordeath. “Homes invillageshave
theirownlayering.Theepidermisthatholds
you in. You have the aangans (courtyards),
andwithinthatthepublicthreshold,andthen
within them bigger rooms, and then your
ownroom,yourclothes,yourbody.Here,the
epidermisof lifehasalwaysexisted,whichis
notaffectedbythecommoditiesoftheworld.
Withitcomesimmunity,whenyourfoodand
shelterishomegrown,”saysBengaluru-based
architect Varun Thautam, who conducts
workshopsonhandmadebuildings. “Today,
incities,wedon’tknowwhogrowsourfood
orwhereourwatercomes from.Butstaying
localistheonlywayforward,”heargues.Case
inpoint:thelockdownprovedthatthekirana
shopandtheimmediateneighbourhoodwas
equippedtohandlemostof ourneeds.
“It is inacrisis thatour truebelonging to

aplace isrevealed.Wewanttoreturntoour
villages because our heart is at home,” says
Chennai-based architect-academic Durga-
nand Balsavar. He speaks of what he learnt
from his experiences of working with Sri

Lankan civil war refugees and those dis-
placed by the 2004 tsunami in
Nagapattinam, Tamil Nadu.Many of the Sri
Lankanwomen, for instance,wereskilledat
weaving mats. Balsavar, with his team at
Artes-Human Settlements Development
Collaborative,encouragedthemtousethese
as partitions for their new homes. “That
should be theway forward for families re-
turningtotheirvillages,too,duringthelock-
down. None of themwant anything free,
they are glad to engage their skills in a pro-
ductivemanner. That iswhatwe should be
doing, respecting dignity and pride in their
work,”hesays.
Home is about identity and self-defini-

tion, an expression of belonging.While our
cities privilege privacy and gated elements
and also disconnection from the larger
masses, inourvillagesnetworksarecyclical
andformthebasisof life.Thecityanditslack
of interdependency is what causes alien-
ation.PratikDhanmerofDesignJatra,arural
research and architectural firm in Dahanu,
Maharashtra, speaks of how the layout of
houses in villages enhance interaction,
where verandahs face each other and chil-
drenaresecureplayingonthestreets.
Balsavar recounts what he noticed in

Nagapattinam soon after the tsunami.
Severalfamilieshadabandonedtheirnewly-
builtconcrete-boxshelters.Thesefineengi-
neeredsolutionsforlivingputthekitchensat
the back of the house. The original homes
hadthekitchensinthefront,whichenabled
women to talk among themselves, keep an
eye on their children playing on the street,
not tomention the excellent cross-ventila-
tion they afforded. However, in the new
homes, the kitchenwaspushed to the back
of the house, which meant the women
worked in isolation, their front doorswere
shutandthestreetsempty.“Theideaofaru-
ralhomehasmany layers,whicharchitects,
sociologists and engineers can learn from,”
saysBalsavar.
Whilewerejoiced inemployingourcity

balconiesasastageforapproval,withallthe
bellsandwhistles, ithasrarelybecomeasite
for interaction all these years. It’s the park
viewweseekandnot the sense of commu-
nity. In fact, inmany homes, balconies are
seenasobstacles in thewayof carpetarea.

■ ■ ■

Delhi-basedarchitectGautamBhatiahas
planned a designwhere the community is
not compromised. In citieswhereweprivi-
legeprivacy,whatarethepossiblecombina-
tionswhichallowforthepublicandthepri-
vatetocometogether?“Overthelastcouple
ofdecades,lifehasbeengoingintolockdown
by itself.Withinhomes, too, entertainment
was becoming private and recreationwas
gettingisolated.So,theideaofanapartment
thatsharescommunityvaluesyetallowsyou
tokeepyourprivacyistheaim.Thesewould
be about 800-1,000 sq. ft houses, varying
from one-two bedrooms. The remaining
spacesaregivenovertothecommunity,with
meetingroomsandgamesareas.Theideais
to force you out of your confinement. You
paymuchlessforprivatespaceandgetmore
sharedspace.Youwillbeforcedtogooutinto
verandahs.Unlikehigh-endapartmentsthat
are self-contained, where there is no sense
of sharing,” he says. There is the need to
changeby-lawsinourcitiestoaccommodate
morepublic spaces and integrate all classes
tolivesidebyside.Thefuture,Bhatiasays, is
in smallerhomesandrentalhousing.
The coronavirus has exposed the artifi-

cial and abnormal in society, argues Delhi-
basedShuddhabrataSenguptaofRaqsMedia
Collective, which is curating the Yokohama
Triennale 2020. “There is an enormous
amountofresourcesspenttoensurethatour
societyisnotdemocratic.Delhi, forinstance,
is a lot about gated communities and large
resources are used to keep people out.We
are living in a highly artificiallymaintained
dystopia.Architectsandurbandesignerscan
showanewwayandplanhowourcitiescan
beforthenext100years.ButIdon’tseethem
comingtogether todemandacommitment
to urban housing from any regime.”
“Ultimately, itwill notbeaboutbigprojects
butkeepinglifecyclesintact,whichourver-
nacular societies have always done, where
lifeisnotastraightlineandrelationshipsare
important,” saysThautam.
Maybe,ourcitiesought tobe likeErsilia,

from Italo Calvino’s novel Invisible Cities
(1972),whererelationshipsnurturelife,and
“its inhabitantsstretchstrings fromthecor-
nersof theirhouses”across thecity tomark
connections,be it for tradeor fellowship.So
that,evenwhenwallscomecrumblingdown
and homes cease to exist, the “labyrinth of
taut strings”will continue toexist.
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Getting Sweet
on Spiders
Spiders are remarkable creatures,
and it’s possible to have healthy
relationships with them

RanjitLal
Ranjit Lal isanauthor,
environmentalistand
birdwatcher

DOWNIN
JUNGLELAND

ALOTOFpeoplehavearachnophobia—anirrational
fearof spiders.Manypeople,especiallyrednecks
tryingtoshowhowmachotheyare,gototheother

extremeandhavehugefurrytarantulasorblackwidows
strollingupanddowntheirbeefyarmsorthicknecks.
There’snoneedtoeitherscreameverytimeyouseeaspi-
derorhaveacuddlewithatarantulatodevelopahealthy
relationshipwiththeseabsolutelyremarkablecreatures.
While Iwillkeepahealthydistancefromthelargefurry
kindsthatprowlabouttheundergrowthorcrouchbe-
hindbathroomdoors inforestresthouses, Iamequally
gob-smackedeverytimeIseeaweblookinglikestringsof
pearlsonadewymorning,andwilleyeball thosesmall,
fierce, jumpingspiderswhosebrightobsidianeyesre-
mainfixedonyouasthoughthey’re inlovewithyou.
If youwouldliketogettoknowthembetter, itmaybe

sensibletostartoffwiththesmallerones—they’renor-
mallysparkly,sprightlyandhugelyentertaining.Oneof
myfavourites is thejumpingspider,alsoknowastheze-
braspiderorzebrajumper.They’resmallchocolate-
brown-and-caramelandspendtheirtimefiercelypostur-
ingonwalls, feintinglikeboxersbeforeabout.Leta
mosquitoorflysettlecloseandthey’ll fixtheireyeson
themandwham!Theyleapsofastyoucan’tseethe
movementtill theylandontheirvictim.Always, likeallof
theirclan, they’ll trailasafetylinebehindthem,just in
casethejump,say,off atable,goeswrongandtheyhave
tohaulthemselvesbacktosafety.Their leapsarelikevan-
ishingtricks—theydisappearfromonespotandappear
atanother inatrice.There’sanothertinylittle jumping
spiderwhichlookslikeit’smadeoutof iridescentmetal:
itcanappeargoldoremeraldgreendependingonthean-
gleof thelight.Youmightfinditonyourcar, too,espe-
cially if ithasametallicpaint finish.
Thegardenorlargegreenplantsmaybeothergood

hauntstolookoutforspiders.Onemorning, Isteppedout
intothebalconyoverhungwithamadhumalticreeperand
casually lookedatthepalepink-and-whitebloomsas
beeshoveredaround.Suddenly,onebeeseemedtobe

havingafit.WhenIglancedat it, I froze.Atranslucent
pearl-whitecrabspider,half thebee’ssize,hadpounced
andwasholdingthehairybeeinanembrace.All toosoon,
shehadsunkhermandibles intothebee, injectingitwith
virulentvenomandthebeeceasedtostruggle.Thespider
remainedstock-still. Iknewshewassuckingupthenour-
ishingjuicesfromthebee,havingdissolvedits insides
withhervenomanddigestivejuices.Shewouldsuckit
dryandthendiscardtheemptyhusk.Youmightfindthis
revolting,buthowis itdifferentfromwhatpoliticiansand
taxmendotous?Crabspidersarebeautifulbecauseoften
they’rethesamecolourasthatof theflowerstheyhide
amongandcanchangetheircoloursaccordingly.
Anothercommonspiderthat livesamongplants is the

lynxspider,anelongatedlittlecreaturethatoftenlooks
likeit’sbeenmadeoutof fineblownglass. I’vefound
themlurkingontheundersidesofkumquat leaves,wait-
inginambushforsomethingsmallandedibletolandon
thesurfaceof theleaf.Lynxspiders(likeseveralof the
clan)makefiercelyprotectivemoms—toadegree.She’ll
layhereggsinasilkeneggcase, tetheredtoherbya
thread,andshe’lldragthecontraptionalong.Shewill
threatenintrudersandpullherpreciouseggcaseunder
leavesif itstartsraining. Iwatchedjust-hatchedspider-
lingsemergefromtheireggcaseonce,and,boy,were
thesetinyangel-whitecreatures intosiblingrivalry!
They’dsaunterdownasilk line,meeteachotherheadfirst
andtrytothrowoneanotheroff it.But itcangetworse. If
therearetoomanybabiesandtoolittle food, they(even
theirmom)will turnoneachotherandturncannibals.
Therearethefamousorbweavers,whichmayrange

widelyinsize. It isamazinghowtheircleverlycrafted
stickynetscanvanish,untilyoustepintothem!Someorb
spiders, likethosebelongingtotheArgiopeclan,sketcha
conspicuouszig-zagpatternaroundthecentreof the
web,whichcanserveasawarningforanythingtoolarge.
Buteventheserelatively largespidersareworthwatching
forthedeftwaywithwhichtheyshroudtheirvictims
withsilk,keepingtheirmeals foranothertime.Walkinto
thewebofagiantwoodspiderandyou’ll feel likeyou’ve
walkedintoatrapmadeof finesteelwires.
It’susuallythespidersthatyouencounterunexpect-

edlythatgiveyouthebiggest frights.Shufflingintothe
bathroominthemiddleof thenighttofindamonstrous
wolf spiderbeadilyeyeingyoufromthepottylidcanbe
traumatising.Butunlessyou’reacockroachorsomething
similar,you’regenerallysafe.Sogentlychivvyitaway,use
thelooandgobacktobed...andsweetdreams!

SIZE MATTERS
Small spiders are normally sparkly and hugely entertaining
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RIGHTFROManearlyage,weare
recruiting our children into be-
lievingthatthereisonerightway
to live their life. In a talk or in a
workshop,Igenerallyasktheau-

dience if they knowsomebodywhohas ex-
periencedmental-health struggles. Some
hands shoot up right away, thenothers start
raisingtheirhandstentatively,lookingaround
andtakingsolaceinthesenseofsolidarityun-
til all the hands goup. Then, Imake it a little
moredifficult andcheck if theyknowsome-
bodywhohas dealtwith suicidal thoughts.
Majority of the hands go up again. It is all
aroundus— in our homes, our schools, col-
leges, workspaces, public places— staring
backatus,askingustolook,listen.Butweturn
away,leavingthemwiththeirsilences.Maybe
sometimes,thatsilenceandshamebecomes
toomuchtolivewith.
It takes the death of a public figure to re-

mind us howmuchmental healthmatters.
Forthecomingweeks,therewillbeaflurryof
Instagram, Facebook and Twitter posts by
well-meaning people, but then itwill all go
away,as itgenerallydoes.Dowerealisehow
difficultitisforpeoplelivingwithdepression
oranxietytobetheirownadvocatesatevery
step, especiallywhen they have been con-
vinced that something is inherentlywrong
withthem—thattheyaretheproblem?

The person is not the
problem, the problem is
the problem
Right fromanearlyage,wearerecruiting

our children into believing that there is one
rightwaytolivetheirlife.Theyareconstantly
strugglingagainsttheillusionaryyardstickof
success.Theyarebeingsoldtheideathatthe
highertheygo,thebettertheywillbe.Butthen
theywonderwhyeveryrungupleadstomore
misery?Off-the-chart suicide rates of IIT as-
pirantsinKotacoachingcentresshouldshake
usoutofourcollectivestuporofwhatwesee
as themaking of a “good life”. A study con-
ductedbyAssochamin2018foundthat42.5
percentofemployeesarestrugglingwithde-
pressionand/oranxietyintheirhigh-pressure
jobs.Theypossiblyclimbedtheladderofsuc-
cessandsecuritytofinditisamyth.Theyhave
internalisedthepropagandathattheonlyway
theyareworthsomething is if theyget intoa
goodcollege,“beproductive”andgetintoafi-
nanciallystablecareer.Therefore, it isnosur-
prise that the chilling statistics indicate that
one in four youngpersons is strugglingwith
depressionoranxietyandthat Indiatopsthe
worldinyouthsuicide.

The person is not the
problem, the problem is
the problem, and the
problem is social!*

Shiv isayoungmanImetwhohadbeen
luredintothesociety’sideaofsuccess. Inour
discussion,hestartedrealisingthathiscom-
pany’sworkcultureofconstantpressure,of

“never being good enough” was pushing
him into depression. Aswe unspooled this
problematic notion of success, he realised,
“Mylifecan’tbejustaboutmeetingthenext
target, paymy bills and die.” He renegoti-
atedhispurposeinlife,hadaclearchatwith
hisbossonwhathewouldbeabletodeliver
and started doing things that alignedwith
whathevaluedthemost. Forexample, get-
tingtogetherwithhisoldbandandjamming
every weekend and not “wasting precious
hours of my life thinking of how to get
ahead.”
There ismuch talk about the “epidemic”

ofmental-healthproblemsreachingunprece-
dented proportions.Wehave beenmade to

believethatitcanallbeunderstoodas“chem-
ical imbalance”but thatdoesnotholdmuch
waterinthefaceofgrowingresearchandbegs
thequestion,“Whohasachemicallybalanced
brainandwhatdoesitlooklike?”Tothepoint
of beingprovocative, I can say it is pretty fic-
tional andnot helpful as it locates the prob-
lemwithintheperson.Itisanextremelycom-
plex problem within our socio-cultural
contextwhichneedsanuancedunderstand-
ing.Ouridentitiesareformedattheintersec-
tionofgender,sexuality,age,caste,class,reli-
gion, looks (let’s not underestimate the
demandfor“fair& lovely”)andthemost im-
portantofitall—socialacceptanceandsocial
success.Mental-healthproblemsaschemical

imbalance absolves us of the collective re-
sponsibilitywe need to take as adults. This
pushes us to think it is not our problemand
weendupmakingtheproblemindividualis-
tic, leadingto,whatIcall, the3Ds.

Dismissal—trivialisingtheproblemwithnor-
mativejudgementssuchas“Stopcomplaining
all the time”; “This is sosilly”; “You justneed
tobestronger”.
Defining—making the problem the single
storyaboutthem—“Idon’t thinkyouwillbe
abletodomuchinlife if youaresoweak.”
Dumping—mental-healthproblemshideis-
sues of gross social injustice. For example,
women being diagnosedwith depression
whentheyreacttomaritalabuse,younggirls
who feel rejectedandsuicidal as theydonot
fit the rigiddefinitionof “fair& lovely.” Their
mental-healthproblemsarejustamirrorofa
societythat isunfairanddamaged.
Sometimes, all people need are these

simplemessages:
“I seeyou”“Ihearyou”—Peoplearemulti-
storiedso let’snotdefine thembysinglesto-
riesof“failure”and“unworthiness.”Thisdoes
notmeanwehave to “bepositive” and“look
atthesilverlining”asthatcanbequitedismis-
sive. Itmeans to listen to theirproblemsand
also keep sight of their stories of courage,
hopesanddreams.
“Tellmehow I can help”—Wemight not
knowwhattosayordo,soaskingmighthelp.
Itiseasytogetintothe“let’sfixit”oradvising
mode but step back from it, as itmight stop
themfromaccessingtheirownskillsandabil-
itiestofindtheirsolution.
“Ihaveyourback”—Ifeachpersonknewthat
there issomebodyouttherewhowillaccept
themtheway theyarenomatterhowdam-
agedtheyarefeeling.

It is not a mental-health
problem but a problem of
social justice
Asanarrativetherapist(NarrativeTherapy

was pioneered byMichaelWhite & David
Epston), Istronglybelievethatthesolutionis
notanindividual’sorafamily’sresponsibility.
It isasocialproblem,and,therefore,weneed
totakethelensofsocialjustice.Thereisanold
legend-now-turned-to-a-metaphor that ca-
nariesweresentdownintocoalminestotest
for gas leaks. Our young people are the ca-
naries of our present time.Wehave created
thetoxicsociety inwhichtheyarestruggling
tosurvive.Maybe,thispandemicisanoppor-
tunity forus to let goof thedeadwoodof so-
cial expectations of success and carve out
somethingnewcollaboratively.
Ratherthanquicksolutions,herearesome

questionswecanreflecton:

■Whatdoyouthinkarethesocialbeliefsand
norms that contribute to the risingmental
healthproblems?
■Howfairarethesesocialnormsandexpec-
tations?
■ Inwhatwayscanyouresist theseexpecta-
tionsandsupportothers?
Weneednothing short of a socialmove-

ment tomake this happen.Wehave lost too
manylivesandtoomuchtime.Nobodyisgo-
ing tocomeandsort thisout forus.Wehave
todoitourselves.

*QuotedbyDavidDenborough,narrative
practitioner, inaworkshop

DrSheljaSenisanarrativetherapist,co-founder
ChildrenFirst,writer,and,inthiscolumn,she

curatestheknow-howofthechildrenandyoung
peoplesheworkswith.Writetoher
shelja.sen@childrenfirstindia.com

Tora Agarwala

ONE OF the more moving arcs in the
acclaimedweb series Paatal Lok belongs to
MaryLyngdoh,alsocalled
Cheeni,who is oneof the
accused in the murder
plot thatopens the show.
PlayingCheeniis19-year-
oldMairembamRonaldo
Singh fromManipur. In
thisinterview,Singhtalks
aboutplayingCheeni,the
challenges faced by the
transgender community
and lifebackhome:

FromMoirang,
Manipur, toMumbai—
howdidthathappen?
I grew up watching

Manipuri cinema. Acting
was always a passion for
mebutneverdid I think I
wouldbeactinginfrontof
a camera in a Hindi lan-
guage series! The geo-
graphical remoteness of
theplaceIcomefromand
the language barrier —
theseare justsomeof the
challengeswenortheast-
erners face regularly in life. Last December,
Eliza Ngangom, a transgender activist from
Manipur(alsomymake-upteacher),toldme
thatpeoplefromMumbaihadcomelooking
for someone to play the role of a transgen-
der character. Nikita (Grover) ma’am, the

casting director, came down tomy home-
town inMoirang tomeetme.Wemet at a
chai stall andmy audition happened in the
backseat of a car! I was very, very shy but
somehowtheydecided topickme.

Didyourfamilyneed
muchconvincingto let
youplaythispart?
Initially, my parents

were not ready to send
metoMumbai.Theyeven
asked ifmypart couldbe
shot in Moirang! Of
course, thatwas not pos-
sible. They were not
against the idea of me
playing the roleof a trans
woman but had a prob-
lemwith the place I was
goingtoshootin.Mypar-
ents are simple people
and they don't really
knowmuch about film-
making. Moreover, they
had hardly watched any
Hindi movies. But with
Eliza’s help andmy con-
stantbeggingforpermis-
sion, they ultimately had
toblessme.

Howwasyour
experienceof filmingtheseries?
Therewas both joy andworry. I did not

knowHindi — so they had to hire a Hindi
teachertogivemelessons.Moreover,before
thisseries, Ihadneveractedprofessionally. I
was nervous because Iwas sharing camera

spacewithknown facesof the industry, so I
felt likeIneededtoprovemyself totheteam
all the time.

DidyouconnectwithCheeni?
Cheeni is a victim of human greed and

lust. To some extent, the series showcases
thechallenges transgenderpeople facereg-

ularly,suchasinthejailscenewhereshewas
forcedtosharetheroomwithothermalein-
mates.PaatalLokalsohighlightssociety’sig-
norance about the existence and problems
ofthetranscommunity. Ithinkitsentames-
sage that we are also human beings who
want to live a dignified life. Honestly, itwas
agoldenopportunityformetoplaythisrole
and tell our story. I representmy transgen-
dercommunity in theseries.

Canyoutellusa littleaboutyourearly
life inManipur?
Iwasbornandbroughtup inMoirang, a

historicallyandculturallyimportanttownof
Manipur.My familywas notwell-to-do— I
onlyattendedgovernmentschoolsas itwas
difficult formyparents togetmeadmission
inaprivateschool. Inmyearlyyears, I could
not come to terms with my sexuality.
Gradually—withsupportfromthetransgen-
dercommunity—Ilearntthatitissomething
I shouldbeproudof. In thepast, Ihavebeen
mockedandsubjectedtonumerousderoga-
toryremarks.ButwhatPaatalLokhastaught
me is thatwecandowhatwetruly love, re-
gardlessof theobstaclesthatcomeourway.

Hasyour lifechangedafterPaatalLok?
Theoverallresponseandacclaimthatour

series has received so far is amazing. As for
me, I am living the same life in Moirang,
where I am a make-up artist. People in
Manipur — except a few—don’t recognise
meevenafter thesuccessof theseriessince
mostarenotevenawareofPaatalLok.Firstof
all, thiswasnotamainstreamBollywoodse-
ries, and, second, the culture of Manipur is
totallydifferent frommainlandIndia—alot
of young people followKoreanmovies and
songs. However, I do get a lot of comments,
praises and appreciation onmy Instagram
handle and I do not havewords to express
howgoodthatmakesmefeel.

IMAGINE
by Shelja Sen

‘It was a golden opportunity to represent
the transgender community’

A Manipuri teenager on facing the camera for the first
time for the web-series Paatal Lok

STRONGER
TOGETHER

Mental health is not an individual problem,
it is a collective responsibility

Before the series, I
have never acted
professionally. I

was nervous...I felt
like I needed to

prove myself to the
team all the time

REACH OUT,
HOLD TIGHT

We need to reflect on
how to help each
other overcome
mental-health
impediments

SCREEN TIME
(Left) Mairembam
Ronaldo Singh in a
scene from the web-
series on Amazon

Prime; Singh
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HIGH AND MIGHTY
A painting depicting Akbar during a Qumargha hunt, which

served to demostrate the emperor’s wealth and power
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The Long
Dark Teatime
A historic crime thriller focuses
on the underbelly of the British
empire’s slave trade

Paromita Chakrabarti

FROMTHEzenana inyoursecondbookto
themonarchwhowouldbecometheface
of thedynasty,whatdrewyoutothe
Mughalsinthefirstplace?
TheMughals are very close tous in time.

Onlyaround250yearsseparateusfromtheir
glory days, followingwhich they continued
toexist,diminished,foranother100years.So
inaveryphysical,immediatesense,thelegacy
of theMughals isallaroundus. Itcanbeseen
in the buildings that litter the landscape of
India,intheclotheswewear,theattarweuse,
thewords that seep intoour vocabulary, the
ingredientsinourkitchens.Itiseventhere,in
the faux-Shahjahani arches and overly-
creamydishes served in ‘Mughalai’ restau-
rants inwateryBritishtowns.
Inmyfirstbook,Heroines(2017),Iencoun-

tered the story of Jahanara Begum, Shah
Jahan’s daughter. I was struck by her inde-
pendence, wealth, her search formeaning
outsideofheropulentlifestyle.Thatledherto
the Sufi path and the two biographies she
wroteglowwiththeambitionofbeingtaken
as seriouslyasherbrotherDaraShukoh, and
herfather,andnotallowinghergendertoun-
dermineher. I foundhermessageverymov-
ing,giventhathermemoryhadalmostcom-
pletely been erased, and that broughtme to
writeDaughtersoftheSun(2018).Sinceitwas
a re-evaluation of the zenana of the ‘Great
Mughals’, a fascination for Akbar was in-
evitable. Akbar casts a huge shadow on
Mughalhistory andon India as it is today.At
the same time, there is a great deal ofmyth-
making that inevitably accompanies such a
personality.Ithoughtitwouldbeaninterest-
ing exercise to re-examine Akbar and his
legacy using some fascinating new insights
fromarthistorians.DespitethefactthatAkbar

issuchatalismanicfigure,notnearlyenough
modern biographies in English have been
writtenoverthepast fewdecades.

Howdoyoureacttothepresent-day
vilificationoftheMughaldynasty?
The vilification ofMughal history is, un-

fortunately, a product of a colonial legacy. It
istheBritishwhobeganspeakingintermsof
apristine,unsulliedearlier‘Hindu’eratodis-
tinguish fromthe later ‘Muslim’one, as sep-
arate entities, in the 19th century. Thiswas
done to justify their own incursion into
Hindustan but, unfortunately, this narrative
continues to gain traction. Identities were
neversosimplisticasHinduorMuslim,orin-
deed Christian, Jain, Buddhist, Parsi, etc.
Identitieswere complex things, shaped by
clan loyalties, geography, language, culture,
etc,with religionbeingoneofmany factors,
often not even the most important one.
Which iswhy, I believe, it is all themore im-
portanttowritenarrativehistoriesforthelay
person, so that these nuances can bemade
easilyaccessible for interestedpeople.

WouldyousayAkbarwasthefirstof the
Mughalstohaveanuanced
understandingofthesyncreticnatureof
India?Isthatwhyheeventuallymoved
awayfromthescorched-earthpolicyof
hisChittorgarhsiege?
Akbarwas the first to respond to the di-

versenatureofHindustanandhemade that
response the very scaffolding of the empire.
BothBaburandHumayunwerealreadyaware
ofthisdiversityandalsoquitepragmaticabout
theneedtoworkwithanon-Muslimmajor-
ity. They both had a large number of Hindu
soldiers in their armies due to their Timurid
legacy,whichwas entirely practicalwhen it
came to religion. But neither ruled long

NS Gundur

RENOWNEDKANNADAwriterUR
Ananthamurthy (1932-2014) is
bestknowntousastheauthorof
Samskara (1965)andasapublic
intellectual. URA restlessly re-

flectedontheproblemsofthisworldandhad
anurgetosharethesereflectionswithfriends
andvisitors.He,therefore,immenselyenjoyed
conversingwith others asmuch as thinking
andwritingaboutour life. Thepresentbook,
A Life in the World: UR Ananthamurthy in
Conversationwith ChandanGowda, is the re-
sultofonesuchconversation.
These conversationswere shot at URA’s

residence by Chandan Gowda, an eminent
translatorofURA’sfiction,alongwithateam
of members fromAzim Premji University,
Bengaluru.Thisbook,aby-productofsucha
documentary exercise, is structured into10
chapters.Thesechaptersnotonlyreveal the
mindof oneofmodern India’sgreatwriters
butalsohispenetratinginsightsintothevar-
ied issues of 20th century India. The first
three chapters ‘Early Years’, ‘Mysore’ and
‘Birmingham and After’ reconstruct the in-
tellectualformationofURA.FromaBrahmin
agrahara through Maharaja’s College in

MysoretoBirminghamUniversity,hisexpe-
riences with this world contributed to his
“worldmaking”. He did not completely re-
ject one space for another, but critically im-
bibedthevirtuesofall.Therefore,hebecame
a critical insider, as the famous description
of himgoes.
TheMysoremilieuproducesinURAavo-

raciousreaderbeyondthesyllabus,andthere,
in the company of a poet likeGopal Krishna
Adiga,hediscovershimself asanavyawriter.
However, a completelynewworldopensup
for himas he arrives in Birmingham topur-
suehis PhD. InEngland, his associationwith
great cultural critics likeRaymondWilliams,
RichardHoggart,EPThompson,DavidLodge
andthelikedoesnotinfluencehimtobecome
yet another Indian cultural critic, but his
English days help him rediscover Kannada
deeplyandimbibetheartofwritinganovel.
Theremainingsevenchaptersareconver-

sations that cover the cultural and political
problems of India. Particularly, the chapters
‘Tradition’, ‘Language’, ‘A Few Friends’ and
‘Karnataka’offerdeepinsightsintoliterature,
language, Kannadawriters, theVeerashaiva
movement,penportraitsofKannadawriters,
intellectualsandpoliticians,amongothers. It
isinonesuchconversationthatURAmakesa
distinctionbetweentraditionalismandtradi-

ALIFE INTHE
WORLD:UR
ANANTHAMURTHY
INCONVERSATION
WITHCHANDAN
GOWDA
Harper Collins
204 pages
`399

The Critical Insider
A glimpse into the mind of UR Ananthamurthy and his reflections on

the many issues of 20th century India
tion.Hesays,“Howtopreservethepastisthe
concern of the traditionalists.My concern is
nothowtopreservethepast,buthowtomake
thepastuseful forthepresentworld.”
In the chapter ‘Being in Public’,we come

acrosstheideaofacommonschoolwhichhe
believesisnecessaryforbringingaboutsocial
changesinIndia.Thechapter‘Language’con-
tinues his public concern, particularly his
viewsontranslation,languageingeneral,and
the interface betweenKannada andEnglish.
ForURA,translationisaneverydaypracticein
multilingual spaces like India as we often
switchoverfromonesetofcodesandregisters
toanother.
In yet another chapter ‘Karnataka’, URA

contemplates on the making of modern
Karnataka and the Kannada tradition. The
chapter‘India’sPoliticalLife’addsanotherdi-
mension to the conversation as URA exam-
ines Mahatma Gandhi, BR Ambedkar,
Jawaharlal Nehru and RamManohar Lohia.
In his view, Gandhi,who playedwith ideas,
wassuspiciousof themodernworldsystem
becausewecanhurtanypartoftheworldby
doing somethingwrong inanyotherpart of
the world. URA looks at Gandhi and
Ambedkar as complementaryminds. “Both
Gandhiandhe(Ambedkar),”URAsays,“take
differentspiritualjourneys.Onetakesaspir-

itualjourneyandsays‘HeyRam’anddies,and
Ambedkar takes to Buddhism and dies.
GandhiusesRamforpoliticsandAmbedkar
usesBuddhaforpolitics...”
Inthefinalchapter ‘InConclusion’,weget

toknowaboutURA’spersonal tastes, includ-
inghisfavouritecuisine,favouritewriters,at-
tachments,hisdislike formiddle-classback-
biting, among other things. As a finale, he
states thathewishes tobe rememberedasa
teacherandawriter—aKannadawriter.
Gowda’s questions, asmuch straightfor-

wardaspossible,donotinterferemuchinthe
course of the conversation. However, for a
writerlikeURA,deeplyprobingquestionslike
the craft of his fiction—howheconstructed
plots and fashioned his Kannada for his fic-
tional narratives; howhewrestledwith his
writing—andsuchotherquestionsof techne
wouldhavemadethisvolumericher.
Gowda’s introduction, which gives an

overviewofURA’sworksandthought, could
have expanded onhow such conversations
extend the boundaries of autobiography.
However,after readingURA’sautobiography
Suragi(2012),itisadifferentexperiencetolis-
tentothisspeakingautobiography.

NSGundur isthechairman,departmentofEnglish
Studies,DavangereUniversity,Karnataka

‘Akbar understood the complex nature of Hindustan’
Ira Mukhoty, 51, on writing about Akbar in her new book, the Mughal response to medical emergencies and why their present-day vilification is a British legacy

enough to translate that into a coherent re-
sponse.Akbardid,andthatwaspartofhisge-
nius— tounderstand the complexnature of
Hindustanandtocreateasystemofadminis-
tration, inwhichallmemberswere invested
inthesystem.Peoplewouldnotberewarded
or punished because of their religion, but
throughtheirtalentandabilities.
ThesiegeofChittorcameearly inAkbar’s

reign(1567-68),whenhewasyet
to formulate a clear policy. He
was still facing challenges on all
fronts.Itwastheverybrutalityof
Chittor that allowed Akbar to
thenusehispowerasadeterrent.
ItwasonlyafterthefallofChittor
and Ranthambore that many
previously recalcitrant Rajput
clansjoinedtheempire,bringing
lasting peace. So, Akbar may
have viewed it as a necessary
stage in the formationof a large,
wealthyandstableempire.

Akbar’sreignbeganwitha
pandemicandtherewas
anotherepidemicafterhis
Gujaratcampaign(1572-73).
Howdidherespondtothese
medicalchallenges?
Therehavebeenfamines,followedbyepi-

demics,throughouthistory.Famineswerefre-
quent and led towidespread deaths,which
then causeddiseases. Thepeople seemed to
have an awareness that contagion could be
spreadthroughcontactbecausethereareac-
counts of entire families dying together in
theirhomesbecausetheylockedthemselves
in.AsfarasAkbarisconcerned,thereisanac-
countofafaminetowardstheendofthe16th
centuryinSrinagar.Akbartookactivestepsto
alleviate suffering—hesetup foodkitchens,

abolishedmorethan50harshtaxesandbegan
the construction of a fort onHari Parbat, for
whichhundredsof paid labourerswereem-
ployedsothattheyhadmoneyforfood.

You’vedealtwiththeindependenceofthe
MughalwomenandAkbar’s sensitivity to
them, but during his reign, the assimila-
tionwithHindustanicultureslowly invis-

ibilised them.Howdo you ex-
plainthisdichotomy?
When Akbar married his

Rajputwives in a bid to stabilise
the empire, hewas very young.
The influence of the elite Rajput
clan culture on the young
Padshahwas,therefore,substan-
tial. Oneof these influenceswas
very probably a desire, like the
Rajput clans, to ‘invisibilise'
womenbehindastricterconcept
ofpurdahandafixedanddefined
zenana space. At the same time,
Akbaralsosought tobringorder
and structure into all aspects of
Mughal lifeandsociety. If yougo
throughAbu’lFazl’sAin-i-Akbari,
youwillseethatthereareelabo-
rate procedures noteddown for
a range of activities, almost baf-

flingintheirminutiae,fromrulesforthefeed-
ingoftheroyalelephantstothekeepingofthe
royaltents. Inasense, the ‘ordering’of thefe-
male componentof theMughal royal family
fellwithinthissameframework. Itdidnot, in
anyway, suggest thatAkbaralteredhis view
towardswomen,whichremainedempathetic
andcaring.Hecontinuedtochallengeprevail-
ingattitudestowardswomen,whetheritwas
the practice of sati or the stigma against
widow remarriage inHinduismor the dis-
criminatorylawsof inheritanceinIslam.

AKBAR:THEGREAT
MUGHAL
BY IRAMUKHOTY
Aleph Book
Company
624 pages
`799

THINK TANK
UR Ananthamurthy (right) with Chandan Gowda

COURTESY:ALEPHBOOKCOMPANY

COURTESY:HARPERCOLLINSINDIA

Seema Chishti

READERSOFcrimefictioncannotfullyexplain,
evenif theyfeel it intheirbones,whatmightbe
socomfortingaboutreadingaboutbloodand
goreinthemiddleofapandemic.Thefactthat

thereisacrimeinanotherwiseplacidworld,whichgets
resolvedbythelastpage,givesasenseof (false)comfort
tothereader.Thesettingof thecrime,usually idyllicor
well-known,givesasenseofdoubleeasethatthingshave
stayedtheway“theywere”oncethecrimeissolved.
Onbothcounts—indescribingthesulphuricairof

Londonaswellasthegrislymurderofanabolitionist—
debutnovelistLauraShepherdRobinsonisunsparing. In
BloodandSugar, avividly-toldmurderstoryset in1781,
youarethrust intoaLondonjustaboutbeginningto
savourthejoysofEmpireaswellasgettoseetheunder-
bellyof theslavetradewhichmadeitprofitable.

Adecoratedwarveteran,
CaptainCorsham,fancyinghis
chancesofmovingupinthe
HouseofCommons,hashis life
turnedupsidedownashefaces
uptothemurderofhisoldest
friend,killedincircumstances
connectedtotheEmpire’sdarkest
dimensions.Corshamrecognises
thatunveilingwhathis latefriend
diedfor isgoingtoputhimat
oddswiththeinfluentialWest
IndianlobbyinLondon,butthe
truthofwhatheuncoversforces
himtocontinueregardless.
Theatmosphericdescriptions

of late18thcenturyLondoncon-
frontthedarknessthatcolonial
prosperity isbuilton.Theprofit
thatcomesfromtreatinghuman

beingsworsethanchattels isconfrontedeachtimeato-
baccoleaforthestirringof sugargrains inteacupsismen-
tioned.Thehistoricalcontext isskilfullywovenintothe
plotwhich, thoughfictional, isbasedonareal incident
aboardaslaveship,TheZong. Inthemiddleof theAtlantic
Ocean,runningshortof supplies, itscaptainkilled132
slavesbydrowningthem.His insuranceclaimonthe
murderedslavesiswhatbroughtthistocourtandtolight.
Theownersdidnotwintheclaimbuttherewasnoprose-
cutioneitherasthemurderof slavesdidnotruffleany
feathers.Formerslave-turned-abolitionistcampaigner
OlaudahEquanoandGranvilleSharpusedtheincidentto
campaignfortheabolitionof theslavetrade,eventhough
theabolitionbillwaspassedonlyin1807inBritain.
Slaveryandsystemicoppressionareagaininthenews,
thistimeintheUS, followingthemurderofablackman,
GeorgeFloyd,byawhitepoliceofficer.
Thestainof slaverymaybeseenassomethingoutside

theIndianconsciousnessbut it isnot.Millionswere
shippedawayfromIndiatoworkasindenturedlabourin
Britishcolonies inanindirectconsequenceof theaboli-
tionof slavery.TheGirmitiyas—orthepeopleof the
“agreement”thattheysignedandwilledoff their free-
doms—hasn’tgottheattentionintheIndianimagination
asit,perhaps,shouldhave.ButbookslikeRobinson’s
shakeyouintounderstandingthewaysinwhichtheinsti-
tutionalisedsystemof treatingsomeas“lesser-born”still
liveson.Thebiggestachievementof theauthoristo leave
thereaderwithadistinctdoubtoverwhichof thetwo
crimesit is thatthisnovelseekstoplaceatthecentre. Is it
aboutthebrutalmurder,ortheothercrimethatcon-
stantlyhangsintheairandmakesLondon,thecapitalof
the“fledglingempire”connectingmercantileandmili-
tarypower, flourishwithits“elegantdrawingrooms,
washeddownbybowlsof sweetenedteas”?

BLOOD&SUGAR
BY LAURA
SHEPHERD-
ROBINSON
Pan Macmillan
430 pages; `450
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NNIIRRUUPPAAMMAASSAANNJJEEEEVVtellsSShhaahhiiddJJuuddggeehowshebecamethefirstIndianwoman
towinamatchinthesinglesmaindrawofaGrandSlam.

THOSEMONTHS,THOSEMINUTES
Forced intoanunprecedented lockdown, sport is staringat an
unfathomabledespair. Indianathletes, though,havegiven the
country reasons to rejoice in thepast.
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Sunday June21
You’restillthinkinghardaboutsolidfacts.
Althoughyou’vegotmanybigplansyou
needtoputthemintopractice.In
emotionalmatters,youseemtobe
growingclosertothetruth.

Monday June22
You’llfindoutthetruthaboutotherpeople’s
intentions.You’llbeworkinghard,yetyour
deeppersonaltaskistoperformfavoursfor
others. The next year looks like a fine
momentforformingnewfriendships.

Tuesday June23
You still seem tobe the boss, but the only
waytotakecontrol is to letpeopleshare in
thefun.Youmayhavetoplayasubtlegame.

Wednesday June24
Although life seems to growbusier, you’ll
actuallyhavelesstodoincertainareas.Your
long-term cycle reveals that sociable
conditions are just around the corner.

Thursday June25
Your need for stability and security is
matched by a general increase in
restlessness. Theurge tomoveonormake
yourself scarce is not a newone. You can
really make a genuine new start.

Friday June26
It’s a good idea to refine your ideas, clarify
your plans, and come to a better
understanding of your desires before you
communicatethemtootherpeople.

Saturday June27
Moon challenges, yet also supports, your
wonderfullyseriousSun.You’llbedrivenby
sincerebeliefsthanusual.Butlistencarefully
tofamilymembers.

If it’s your
Birthday
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Onefacesthefuturewithone’spast.-PearlS.Buck

SOLUTION:AROSE,TOAST,UNTRUE,PAYOFF
Answer:Onefacesthefuturewithone’spast.-PearlS.Buck

OSAER ENRTUU

STOAT AFOYFP

JUMBLEDWORDS

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Somethingsareas
youwantthem—but
othersarenot.The
mainwordofadvice

thisweekistobeselectivewhen
choosingnewcommitments,
especiallyifyourromantichopes
arehigh.Potentialpartnerswill
beimpressedifyouscoresome
strikingsuccesses,soit’s
importanttofocusonthoseareas
whereyouknowyoucanwin.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Yourpersonalplanets
areinamischievous
mood.Itseemsthat
youmaynowbe

deeplyattractedtosomeone
whocompletelyfailstonotice
yourabundantcharms.Towards
theendofthecurrentperiod
youmaydecidetomakea
completebreakwithyour
emotionalpast,evenif itdoes
meanupsettingsomeone.

GEMINI(May22-June21)
Familyaffairsare
movingforwardina
positivemanner.
Workisalsoonyour

mindthisweek,andyoumay
havetorelyonyourown
resourcestoafargreaterextent
thaninthepast.Perhapsthere
willbeastaffshortage.Or
perhapsanemployerwilltakea
differentviewofyourtalents.

CANCER(June22-July23)
Itwoulddoyouno
goodtomakeprecise
forecastsforhowthis
periodwillturnout,

foryouareinapositiontobreak
awayfromallyourpast
circumstances.Ifyoufollowyour
dreamsandpursueyouralmost
mysticalvisionof life,youwill
haveabrightfuture.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
You’reinforabusy
professionalperiod,
anditmaybe
importantto

reschedulesomeofyourless
pressingengagements.Probably
thebestwaytogetwhatyou
wantistoteamupwithpeople
whoareolderthanyou,orat
leasthavemoreskill,wisdom
andexperience.Don’tbeafraidto
askforhelp.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Afinancial
breakthroughyou
havebeenwaitingfor
couldbecloserthan

youthink.Yourideaswillbe
perfectlyworkable,sodon’tlose
sightofthemwhethertheyaffect
yourroutinechoresorpurely
personalaspirations.Aromantic
bonusgivesyouaboostatthe
endoftheweek,whichshould
comeasapleasantsurprise.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Peopleyoumeetnow
willfall intotwo
types.Thereare
peoplewhoaredeep,

intenseandliabletogetcarried
away.Ontheotherthereare
thosewhoseoutlookwillbe
overwhelminglyseriousand
whowillhelpyoukeepyourfeet
firmlyonsolidground.Helpful
strangerswillcometoyouraid.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Neveragainshould
youworrythatFateis
abouttooverwhelm
you.Instead,you

shouldputonasmilingfaceand
askothersforallthehelpand
practicalassistancethatyou
need.Lifeisnotonlyaquestionof
emotionalsurvival,butalsoof
gettingwhatyouwantforyour
physicalhappiness.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec23)
Theonewordof
warningnowisthat
Marsmaymakeyou
ratherjumpyand

inclinedtobecomeaggressive
withpeoplewhohavedone
nothingtoearnyourhostility.
Theproblemisthatyou’reliable
tofeelalittleirritated,orangry,
whilethecausesofsuchfeelings
areimpossibletopindown.

CAPRICORN(Dec23-Jan20)
Romantically,this
couldbeadeeply
secretivephase,and
youwillresent

partners’attemptstokeepaneye
onyourmovementsorpinyour
feelingsdown.Discreet
encounterscouldsoonbecome
publicknowledge,though,so
sticktoyournormalintegrity.At
work,staywithexisting
agreements—atleastfornow.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Ifyouaretomakethe
currentsituation
crystal-clearyou
mustgetbacktothe

drawing-boardandworkout
exactlywhatitisthatyouwant.
OnecomplicationisthatVenus,
goddessof love,istendingto
obscureyourromanticfeelings.
Andaslongasyou’renotsure
whatyoufeel,youshouldnotbe
makingrashpromises.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Themostamazing
planetaryline-upat
themoment
concernsPluto,the

planetofultimatetruth,an
influenceofthemostremarkable
potential.Nowisthetimeto
banishforeverthatshyness
whichhasledtosuch
uncertaintyanddoubtinyour
romanticlife.Otherpeoplereally
dohavefaithinyou,andinyour
skillsandexperience.

YOURWEEKAHEADBRIDGE

West leadstheH3.Youwin inhandwiththeking,andonceagainyouhave
to dealwith the twominor-suit kings beforeWest gets his suit running.
Whichsuitdoyouplayfirst,andhow?

NORTH
♠ 3
❤A5
♦ A10985
♣A10985
SOUTH
♠ K1064
❤KQ8
♦ QJ4
♣QJ7

NORTH
♠ K107
❤A87
♦ J1064
♣AJ8

SOUTH (YOU)
♠ A92
❤ K5
♦ AQ98
♣Q1096

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1NT 2H Pass 4H
Pass 3NT Pass Pass
Pass

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2274
QUICKCLUES
ACROSS
8. Gambler (8)
9. Groupofnine(6)
10. Passive (10)
11. Writing fluids (4)
12. Handcovering (6)
14. Jewellery items(8)
15. Compoundofnitrogenreacting

withametal (7)
17. Musician-"fit lust"anagram(7)
20. Effectiveness (8)
22. Drinkof thegods (6)
24. Japan’s first capital (4)
25. Trophies (10)
27. Englishriver (6)
28. Liking(8)
DOWN
1. Saturday inParis (6)
2. Usedtobe(4)
3. Achievedoraccomplished(8)
4. ___at : reachesaconclusionby

deduction?(7)
5. Shootingstar? (6)
6. Asubstanceusedasagermkiller

(10)
7. Parcels (8)
13. Endsorconcludes(10)
16. Redandsore (8)
18. Protectivecases for lampsor lights

(8)
19. Cosmeticblepharoplasty

(7)
21. Agree to (6)
23. Notmoving, free fromtrouble -

maybedead(2,4)
26. Juiceof thegrape(4)
CRYPTICCLUES
ACROSS
8. Loseout in time,havingbeen left

alone(8)
9. Fellowbeing funnyabout french

winetogetattention(6)
10. Aclever judge isheldtobemore

beneficial (10)
11. Funenjoyed inpopularknock-

about farce (4)
12. Boysentbackacoupleof times to

seetheanimal? (3-3)
14. Nailsoakbadly inGreece

(8)
15. Themanwithagiantstewthat

givesusawarmfeeling (7)
17. Rather in theairnotonthe leg?

(3-4)
20. Colinhasre-written letters for

Santa (8)
22. Whereactorsappear, for starters

(6)

24. Lower-class irregularnoun
(3-1)

25. Moneyyoudon’tget fornothing?
(4,3,3)

27. Mothergraduateandmeinacity
(6)

28. Candidatesopposemineonprime
environmental sites (8)

DOWN
1. NYheir requiringchange fora

sovereign,butwhichone?
(5,1)

2. Beatupasamatterof course(4)
3. Streethoodlumspinsaroundthe

rinkrail (8)
4. Swimmerwithadeepvoice?

(3,4)
5. Cyclingout fromawesternhotel

to fish (6)
6. Theyhavecausedtrouble in the

highlands, asclanshave inaway
(10)

7. Youngboy’svoice iscontinuous
(8)

13. Floweryglowers fromthe
lowlands?(5,5)

16. It’sheardatcloseofplay?(8)
18. Downtrodden, it leadsto inflation

(4,4)

19. Findsa jobfora foolputtingona
wrongsign(7)

21. Convertible tocash-ú51?(6)
23. Wasasolicitor toyou,Edward(6)
26. Oldwriter’smaterial (4)

QUICKCLUESAcross:7Meson,8
Underhand,10Revile,11Detained,12
Alcatraz,13Chez,15Invests,17
Pleaded,20Ajit,22Retailer,25
Chowmein,26Toaman,27Eagle-eyed,
28Mould.Down:1Revealing,2
Motivate,3Anodize,4Vertical,5Shrike,
6Sneer,9Lear,14Vegetable,16
Tethered,18Animator,19Princes,21
Jewels,23Tutu,24Cheat.CRYPTIC
CLUESAcross:7Zaire,8Allagreed,10
Corona,11Birdbath,12Derisory,13
Musk,15Belgian,17Snoring,20Well,
22Allright,25Previous,26Co-heir,27
Comeunder,28Waver.Down:1Can-
opener,2Trooping,3Oldboys,4
Dairyman,5Erebus,6Beats,9NATO,
14Unchained,16All-round,18Railhead,
19Parsley,21Envies,23Lice,
24Crook.

Solutionsto2273

West's2Swasaweakjumpovercall.WestledtheS8fromSAJ9872,and
Eastplayedthequeen.Youhaveonespadestopper,butisthereanywayto
stopWestfromtakingtherestofhisspadesassoonasEast
getsonlead?
TheWestHand: S-AJ9872 H-6 D-32 C- K642
TheEastHand: S-Q5H-J1097432 D-K76 C-3
Herearesomequestions.1.WhathighcardsdoesWesthaveinspades?,2.
HowmanyspadesdoesWesthave?,3.WhatotherhighcardsmightWest
haveforhisvulnerablebid?4.What isSouth'scorrect lineofplay?

Answers: 1. If you apply the rule of 11 after a fourth-best lead (something
you should alwaysdowhen youget a spot card led), youwill do this arith-
metic.Eightfromelevenisthree.Thereare
threecardshigherthantheeightoutsideoftheopeningleader'shand.East
playedthequeen,andyouhavethekingandten.Thisaccountsforthehigh
cards in thespadesuit. Westmusthave the remaininghighspades, sohe
ismarkedwithasuitheadedbytheSAJ98.
2.Westbid2S,vulnerable.Eventhemostdaringbidderwill havesixcards
ormoreforthisbidwhenvulnerable.Easthadthequeenandmayhaveone
more,butthat isall.
3.Westisvulnerableandheoughttohavemorethanjusthisspadesuit.He
probablyhasoneoftheminorsuitkings.Whoknows?Hemighthaveboth.
Ifhehasboth,youcantake13tricks.
4.Theanswertothisquestiondependsonhowmanytricksyouwant.Ifyou
want 13, go aheadandwin the first trick and start finessing. Youactually
have13tricks ifthefinesseswork.
LetEasthavehisSQ.Hewillreturnaspade,andregardlessofwhatWestdoes,
youwillhaveninetricks.
As longasyoucancountonEastnothavingthreespades, it isokayto lose
thefirstandsecondandeventhethirdspadebecauseitwillstopWestfrom
laterwinningthefourth, fifth,andsixthspades.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1C 2S 3S Pass
3NT

Thefirstruleofdeclarerplayistonottakeatrickuntilyouaresurewhatyou
willdonext.Here isanexample
DeclarerSouth(Contract3NT)

Sign of the times
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Seasonedautographhunters faceexistentialcrisisbecauseofpandemicprotocols

SANDIPG
NEWDELHI, JUNE20

CHANDIGARH’S AVID autograph-hunter
DharamVir Duggal was planning to buy a
PPEkitandpairofgloveswhenheheardthat
themuch-delayed Indian Premier League
(IPL),despitetheCOVID-19outbreak,might
takeplace later thisyear.
Stuckon572signatures, the58-year-old

who doubles up as occasional cricket re-
porterforlocalnewspapers,wasbankingon
thestar-studdedT20tournamenttotakehis
collectiontothe‘600’milestone.Farawayin
England, JamesBrightontoowashopeful to
take his tally of signedManchester United
scarves to 11,777 till the time he heard that
the English Premier Leaguewould be held
behindcloseddoors.
With live sport action, including the IPL,

expected to take placewithout spectators,
memorabilia-seekers are facing what the
grand oldman of the autograph collectors’
club, Chennai’s T Balasubramaniam, a 75-
year-old Chepauk regular, calls an “existen-
tial crisis”. “Already, a lot of celebrities have
tie-upswithdifferentcompanies.Thenthere
is the selfie army, which has outnumbered
us. Now the players and celebrities have
morereason to refuseus,”hesays.
Duggaltooisdespondentasheisn’tused

tobeingnotallowedforcricketgames.“Ihad
zeroedinontheplayers,alreadybrought40
miniaturebats(tobeautographed),sothat I
cancomplete600autographsduringthisIPL
season.Theyareall lyinginaroomgathering
dust,”hesays.
The obsessed collector shares how he

thought thingswould have been easier for
him this season as only die-hards like him
would turn up for games. “I had thought
therewouldn’t bemuchof a crowdchasing
players.Youknowtheseselfie-hunters,who
takealotof time.Ihadplanstogoinwearing
aPPEkitandapairofgloves,oneformeand
the other for the player (signing the auto-
graph).Thepenandthebatwillbesanitised
too,”hesays.
Duggal says the planning to get a prized

signatureisnodifferentfromashikaar.“You
wait andwait for your prey, and then latch
onto it. If you can get through Chandigarh

Police, you could slippast anypolicemen in
theworld,”heclaims.
For thispersistentbunch, it’snot just ink

from a celebrity’s pen immortalised on a
pieceofpaperthatthrillshim,butthepursuit
excitesthemtoo.“It’s likeJamesBond.There
is no thrill inmanaging an autographwith-
out enduring somepain. You can buy auto-
graphsthesedays,soit’snotaboutsignatures
as such, but thewhole journey of getting a

cricketer to sign. The longer I have towait,
themoreprecious thesignaturewill be.”

Prized possession
Relentlessnesspaysoff; sodoes ingenu-

ity. Faridabad-based autograph-hunter
Amarjeet Singh narrates a story of how he
procured DiegoMaradona’s signature after
several heartbreakswith a flash of ingenu-
ity. “Iwent toKolkata three times,but twice

he(Maradona)cancelledthetripforonerea-
sonor theother.Thethirdtime, Iwasdeter-
mined.Buttherewerethousandsof fanslike
me.But Ihaddonemybitof genius. Ihadan
artistdrawahugeportraitofhisandIbegan
wavingit.Hesawitandcalledmebyhisside
andgavehis signature. It’s themostmemo-
rableone Ihave,”hesays.
But unlike the upbeat Duggal, 28-year-

old Singh, whoworks in the private sector,
has resigned to the reality that autograph-
seekingisimplausiblethisyear.“Itcutsboth
ways.Theywouldn’tbecomfortablesigning
autographs, norwould I be. The virus does-
n’t differentiate between a celebrity and an
autographhunter. Ihave tobecareful about
my own health. So I will lay low until the
virussubsidesandeverythingisbacktonor-
mal,”saysAmarjeet,whohasinhistreasured
collection the original signatures of Albert
EinsteinandAlexanderGrahamBell.
United fanBrighton too isworried as he

insists on buying scarves from the vendor
fromoutsidethestadium.“Mostly,counter-
feit ones, the club anywaymakes a lot of
dime. Let these fellas too,” he says. Butwith
the corona protocol not allowing anyone
nearthestadium,hefinds it toughtosecure
oneas theEPL restarted.
Buthehasn'tgivenup.Amidsttheuncer-

tainty,alltheautographseekersagreeonone
thing:“Thenextautographwillbethesweet-
est of their lives.” The next scarf, Brighton
says,willbeframedandhungonhisdrawing
room. “Except for the twomonths when
there’s a break, I bring home a scarf every
week, now I have to keep waiting till the
spectatorsareallowed insideandtheshops
areopened,"hesays.
A former accountant from Chennai,

Balasubramaniam informs that autograph-
seekersare “eternaloptimists”.
Duggalexemplifies this. “Iwantedtoget

DonaldBradman’sautograph.Ikeptonwrit-
ing letters to him, he didn’t respond to the
first 49. But to the50th, he repliedandgave
me an autographed gold coin. So if I have a
name inmymind, I will go to any extent to
gethisautograph.Lastyear, I jumpedinfront
of (Chris)Gayle’scar togethisautograph,as
hehadearlier refusedme.Whether specta-
tors are allowed or not, if cricket resumes, I
will findmyway,”hesays.

(Clockwise fromtop) JamesBrightonwashopingtogetmanymoreManchester
Unitedscarvesautographed.AmarjeetSinghhasDiegoMaradona’sautograph.
DharamVirDuggalhadbought40miniaturebats for this season’s IPL.

Paul Pogbamade an immediate impact on
his return from surgery, earning a penalty
converted by Bruno Fernandes that recov-
ered for Manchester United a 1-1 draw at
Tottenham in the English Premier League.
Whiletheteamshaveenduredthreemonths
withoutgamesinthepandemic,Pogbahas-
n't played since December. And he entered
only in the 63rd minute at an empty
TottenhamStadiumonFridaywiththehosts
leading from Steven Bergwijn's first-half
strike throughgoalkeeperDaviddeGea.
ButPogba,whoseUnitedfuturehasbeen

mired inuncertainty, helped to inject some
attackingdynamismUnitedhadbeenmiss-
ing. Pogbawas bundled off the ball by Eric

DierandFernandesnettedhis thirdpenalty
since joining United in January. Unitedwas
denied a second penalty when VAR over-
turned the decision to penalizeDier for an-
other foul -- this timeonFernandes.United
isthreepointsbehindfourth-placedChelsea
havingplayedanextragame.
Arsenalslumpedtoalast-gasp2-1Premier

League defeat at relegation-threatened
Brighton&HoveAlbiononSaturdayina blow
to the London club’s chances of securing
European football next season. Frenchman
NealMaupaystruckthewinnerfiveminutes
into stoppage time after Nicolas Pepe's de-
lightful second-half opener had been can-
celledoutbyLewisDunk. AGENCIES

Unitedstaveoff defeat via late
penalty;Arsenalhumbled

Mortaza tests positive
Former captainMashrafeMortaza and two
other Bangladesh cricketers, Nazmul Islam
andNafees Iqbalhave testedpositive for the
coronavirus. The 36-year-oldMortazawas
reportedlyunwell for the last coupleof days
andtestedpositiveforthecontagiousdisease
onSaturday.Heiscurrentlyinself-isolationat
his residence.Mortaza,whoplays onlyODIs
and had stepped down from captaincy ear-
lierthisyear,isthesecondhigh-profilecrick-
eter to get infectedby thedisease. Mortaza,
who is also amemberof Bangladeshparlia-
ment,wasquiteactivewithhisphilanthropic
activitiesamidthepandemic.PTI

US reopen plans face setback
Hopes that sport in theUnited Statesmight
soon return to business as usual suffered a
blowonFridayasathletesfromgolftohockey
testedpositiveforthenovelcoronavirus,trig-
geringashutdownofsomefacilities.ThePGA
Tour,which only restarted lastweek after a
three-month COVID-19-forced hiatus, con-
firmed its first positive test, removingNick
Watney fromsecond-roundplay at the RBC
HeritageinHiltonHead,SouthCarolina.Over
a 24-hour period, Major League Soccer,
National Football League, National Hockey
LeagueandMajorLeagueBaseballconfirmed
positivetests. REUTERS

Tottenham’sEricDier fouledUnited’sPaulPogba,whichresulted inapenalty
beingawarded.BrunoFernandescovertedtosecureadraw. File
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