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Inside Dharavi
Residents are grappling

with issues that have
always hobbled their lives

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
&ATRIMITRA
NAMKHANA,KAKDWIP,MAY30

THE ROOF is a patchwork of
faded sarees. There are nowin-
dows anymore. And yet, Jelim
Khan and Rashima Bibi are re-
lieved. Theystill haveahouse --

whatever is leftof it.
“It’s better than jostling for

space inarelief camp.Theseare
coronatimesandIhavetwochil-
dren.Thepanchayathasgivenus
a plastic sheet but it will not
coverour roof,” saysRahima.
Rattled by the Covid out-

break, and struggling to cope
withthereturnofmigrantwork-
ers in themiddleof a lockdown,
the Sundarbans woke up to
CycloneAmphan10daysago.
It’s still reeling from the fall-

out: uprooted trees, rows of
damaged mud and concrete
houses,ravagedfieldsandponds
withrottingleavesanddeadfish.
The power lines are still down,
andafewtubewellsaretheonly

sourceof drinkingwater.
“In 2009, Cyclone Aila inun-

dated our fields with saltwater
from the Bay of Bengal, and re-
duced me to a daily wager. In
November2019,CycloneBulbul
blewawayourasbestosroofand
windows.Now,theseoldsarees
are allwehaveover ourheads,”
says Jelim, 35, a father of two in
Baliara village on Moushuni
Islands in the Sunderbans, 110
kmfromKolkata.
Amphan made landfall in

West Bengal onMay 20with a
wind speed of 135 kmph and,
acrosstwodays,ledto98deaths,
renderedover a crorehomeless
and uprooted about 4.5 lakh
electricitypoles.

It left a trail of devastation
mainly across seven districts —
the Sundarbans, in North and
South 24 Parganas, was among
theworst-hitregions.InSouth24
Parganas alone, 24 people died,
10lakhhousescollapsedandover
4lakhfarmerswereaffected.
The state government is set-

tingupafundofRs1,000crorefor
reliefandrehabilitation.Andfol-
lowingPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi’svisittothestatelastweek,
theCentrehasannouncedapack-
ageofRs1,000croremore.
On Friday, Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee said the state
has released a total of Rs 6,250
crore to be utlised by various

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

JehangirShahandhis family insidetheirhomeinMoushuni Islands,Sundarbans.Theroof
wasblownawaybyCycloneAmphan.RavikBhattacharya

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,MAY30

INITSfirstclearmessagethatthe
lockdownisbeingunwound,the
Centre on Saturday issued
‘Unlock 1’ guidelines allowing a
phased re-opening of most
activitiesacrossthecountry,and
limiting the lockdown only to
containment zones for amonth
till June 30. It also cut the night
curfewhoursfrom9pmto5am
(7pmto7amtill now).
Notonlydotheguidelinesis-

sued by theMinistry of Home
Affairs (MHA)allowre-opening

ofmalls, hotels, restaurants and
placesofworshipfromJune8in
Phase I of unwinding, they also
allow unfetteredmovement of
goods and persons between
statesandwithinstates.
States have, however, been

given the freedom to prohibit
certain activities or put suitable
restrictions if they deem it nec-
essary for containment of the
Covidoutbreak. TheMinistry of
Health and FamilyWelfarewill
issuestandardoperatingproce-
dures for all these activities
whicharenowbeingpermitted.
The guidelines said schools,

colleges, educational/ training/

coaching institutionswould be
re-opened in consultationwith
states and Union Territories in
Phase II. It has suggested states
may, in turn, hold consultations
at the institution levelwithpar-
entsandotherstakeholdersand
provide feedback to the Centre.
“…a decision on the reopening
oftheseinstitutionswillbetaken
in themonth of July 2020,” the
guidelines said.
Someactivitieswillcontinue

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

UNLOCK1guidelines lift
theuncertaintyabout
thedurationand inten-
sityof restrictions.With
prohibitionsonly for in-
ternational travel,metro
servicesandcinema
hall-like spaces, states
arenowfree to resume
normal lifeoutside
containmentzones.

Clear
timelines
foropeningE●EX
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ICAR admits: No
recent research on
locusts, wake-up call
HARISHDAMODARAN&
PARTHASARATHI
BISWAS
NEWDELHI, PUNE,MAY30

THEREHASN'Tbeenmuch“sys-
tematic research” on desert
locusts in the country since the
early 1990s, and the current
swarm invasions are awake-up
callto“restartandrevivethepro-
gramme”, said Trilochan
Mohapatra, director-general of
theIndianCouncilofAgricultural
Research(ICAR).
“A lot of basicwork on their

biology, breedingbehaviour, de-
velopment and food habitswas
doneinthedecadesimmediately
before and after Independence,

especially by stalwarts such as
H S Pruthi, S Pradhan and K N
Mehrotra. Locust attackswere
frequentatthattimeandsothere
wasalotofresearchinterest,too.
But as the problembecame less
severe,withnoswarmincursions

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI,MAY30

INFIRSTpublicremarksfromthe
political establishment on ten-
sions along the Line of Actual
Control(LAC)inLadakh,Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said
Saturday that dialogue at the
military and diplomatic levels
areonbetween IndiaandChina
to resolve the situation. He said
Indiawantsgoodrelationswith
itsneighbours.
Speaking to Aaj Tak, Singh

said:“Indiaisalsotryingthatten-
sionsshouldnot rise inanysitu-
ation.If itneedstobediscussedat
themilitary level, then through
talksatthemilitarylevel; if it re-
quires to be discussed at the
diplomatic level, then through
talksatthediplomaticlevel…the
situationmustberesolved.”
“I want to inform that talks

withChinaareonatmilitaryand
diplomaticlevels.Chinahasalso
expressedwillingnesstoresolve
thesituation.”hesaid.
On the rowwith Nepal over

the opening of a road via
Lipulekh on the Mansarovar
Yatratrail,Singhsaidthistoowill
be resolved throughtalks.
“Nepal is like family, India

andNepal are like brothers. It is

all under control. If there is any
problem,wewillsittogetherand
discuss it,”hesaid.
Referringtostatementsfrom

Beijing, Singh said “they have
clearlysaidthattheywanttore-
solve it throughdiplomatic dia-
logue”.
Sometimes, he said, “some

circumstances do developwith
respect to China, and have hap-
penedearlieraswell.Recentlyin
May, some circumstances have
developed on the LAC, but the
process to resolve it ison”.
Asked about US President

DonaldTrump’soffertomediate
between IndiaandChina, Singh
said he had informed US
Secretary of Defense Mark T
EsperFridaythatIndiaandChina
hadestablishedmechanisms to
resolvesuchsituations.
“Yesterday, I spoke to US

Secretary of Defense. I told him
we have developed a mecha-
nism that if a problemcrops up
betweenIndiaandChina,thenit

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Vizag: NGT panel lists
string of lapses, indicts
LG officials, AP depts
SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,MAY30

A COMMITTEE tasked by the
National Green Tribunal to in-
quire into the gas leak from the
LG Polymers plant in
Visakhapatnam onMay 7 has
concludedthatshortageofanin-
hibitortocontrolthetemperature
of theStyreneMonomerstorage
tankledtothefailureof contain-
mentefforts,resultingintheleak
that left 12 people dead and
landed500others inhospitals.

In its report submitted on
May28, the committee, headed
by Justice (retd) B Seshasayana
Reddy,saidtheplant’smanaging
director, safetyofficer, safetyde-
partment, production depart-
mentshouldbeheldaccountable
for lapses togetherwith the de-
partmentsofindustries,factories
andboilerswhichconductperi-
odic inspection.
Thecommitteelistedastring

of technical and safety lapses
which resulted in the Styrene
vapourleak.Thisiswhatitfound:

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Delhi plan: Partially open
malls, limited hotel ops
MALLICAJOSHI
NEWDELHI,MAY30

PARTIALLY OPENmalls, restau-
rantsandhotelswithstrictsocial
distancing norms and reduced
capacity, and permission to op-
erate salons and barber shops
withamplespacebetweencus-
tomers. These are among the
changes that Delhi can expect

overthecomingweeks,withthe
Centremoving to significantly
ease curbs after Lockdown 4.0
endsSunday.
The Delhi government,

which had asked the Centre to
reopenmalls in a limitedman-
nerearlier, is infavourofrestart-
ing economic activity even
though the number of Covid
cases have been rising,

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Track surge: 40 per cent
Shramik trains late,
average delay 8 hours
Trackcapacitystretched,flexiblestops,
boardingprotocoladdtodelay:officials

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR&
KARISHMAMEHROTRA
NEWDELHI,MAY30

FORLAKHSofmigrants,aseaton
boardaShramikSpecial isapre-
cious ticket to hope — and the
promiseof home.Everyminute
weighs heavy especially when
the timetable isup in theair.
The sudden surge on the

tracks and the lockdown chal-
lenge has upended schedules

leading to delays across the
network.
An analysis of records from

several sources by The Indian
Express shows that of the 3,740
Shramik trains that ran since
May 1 — carrying 20 lakh pas-
sengers — about 40 per cent
were recordedas late. Theaver-
age delay worked out to about
eighthours.
A total of 421 trains were

delayed for 10 hours or more.
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
NEWDELHI,MAY30

FAMILIESOFseveralmigrantswho
died on board the Shramik
Specials canbegivencompensa-
tionunderthe“eggshellprinciple”,
aformerchairmanoftheRailway
ClaimsTribunal(RCT)hassaid.
Pointing to a 2018 judgment

oftheRCTthatawardedRs8lakh
tothekinofapassengerwhodied
afterfallingofftheupperberthof
atrain,JusticeKKannan,whowas
RCT chairman until a year ago,
saidthatwhiledeathofapassen-
ger due to illness alone is not a
ground for compensation, the

“eggshell”principleinlawallows
forsuchacompensation
Inthe2018case,theRailways

had contended that the victim
haddiedbecausehehadapre-ex-
isting illness—similar to thepo-
sition it has taken in the case of
thedeathsonboardtheShramik

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

DisinfectantbeingsprayedonmigrantswaitingtoboardtheShramikSpecial train inLudhianaonSaturday.GurmeetSingh
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Military, diplomatic
talks on with China…
LAC situation must
be resolved: Rajnath
‘Nepal, Indiaare
likebrothers,will
sit anddiscuss’

Swarmsof locusts in
Bikaner. PTI file
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Covid, cyclone, lockdown: All lines blur in Sundarbans

The 1896 Bombay plague
reshaped the city. Over a

century later, the stories of the
time have an uncanny

resonance to its ongoing battle

MALLS,HOTELS,
restaurantsandplacesof
worshipcanopenonJune8

SCHOOLS,COLLEGES,
mayrestart in Julyafter

consultationwithstates,UTs

OVERSEASFLIGHTS,
multiplexes,bars, gymsstill

prohibited;maytaketimetoopen

Unlock 1: States get keys June 8

WORLD

781SHRAMIKTRAINS
LEFTMAHARASHTRA,
ONLY30MORE
NEEDED:OFFICIALS
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‘Chinahasexpressed
willingness toresolve
situation’
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Ex-Rly tribunal chief: Can
compensate kin of Shramik
victim under ‘eggshell’ rule

New Delhi
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Delhi plan
with1,163casesonSaturdaytak-
ingthetotal to18,549.
However, with 122 active

containmentzones,therewillbe
minimal activity inmany parts
ofthecity,withnomovemental-
lowedandessentialitemsdeliv-
eredatdoorsteps.
“Inourpreviousproposal,we

hadsuggestedtotheCentrethat
33%ofshopsinmallsbeallowed
to open on a given day.Wewill
havemore discussions on that
butareinclinedtowardsthatde-
cision. Other aspects of the
Centre’s planwill be discussed
and detailed guidelines are ex-
pected byMonday,” a govern-
ment official told The Indian
Express.
“Therearedivergingopinions

on restaurants, but with the
Centre’s guidelines suggesting
that they can be opened after
June8, itwillbedifficult tokeep
them shut. Detailed conversa-
tionsarebeingheldonwhatthe
future of eating out could look
like in the city -- fromthenum-
ber of people allowed at a time
to the distance between pa-
trons,” theofficial said.
On Saturday afternoon, be-

foretheCentre'sguidelineswere
released, Delhi Chief Minister
ArvindKejriwal said that “living
in a lockdown permanently is
notpossible”.
“No one can say that if the

lockdownisextendedbyoneor
twomonths,coronawillend,”he
said.

Track surge
Around10per cent, or some

373, Shramik Specialswere late
by 10-24 hours. Therewere 78
trainsdelayedbyadayormore.
There were 43 trains that

were delayed by 30 hours or
moreandsomeaddedtwodays
or more over and above their
scheduled journeytimes.
The delayed trains were

mostlyboundforBiharandUttar
PradeshandotherEastern India
states. The 78 trains that that
were a day or more late were
mostly fromMaharashtra (36)
andGujarat (17).
A Shramik train from

Madgaon in Goa to Jiribam in
Manipurwhich started onMay
21,tookalmost50hoursbeyond
itsscheduled60.
Key to the delays have been

the sudden surge in track con-
gestion, the lockdown-induced
logistical challenge and flexible
stops. Therewere caseswhere
the super-cycloneAmphanalso
divertedroutes.
Explaining the delays, P S

Mishra,RailwayBoardMember
Traffic, underlined how the ca-
pacity on a particular stretch of
the network is fixed in terms of
thenumberof trainsitcancarry
overa24-hourperiod.
“Whenalltrainshavetogoto

Uttar Pradesh and Bihar from
Gujarat,Maharashtra,Keralaand
Karnataka, the shortest route is
via Bhusawal inMaharashtra to
Manikpur in UP. But that route
has a certain capacity spread
over 24 hours. Now, if you have
to run double the capacity and
thattoocompressedina,maybe,
10-hour slot, therewill be con-
gestionanddelays,”Mishra told
TheIndianExpress.
Normally, thisdoesnothap-

pen because all trains are
timetabledandspreadovera24-
hour slot. “This is not normal
trainoperation.Youhavetokeep
in mind that there are many
routestoreachadestinationlike,
say,Chhapra.Soinsteadofkeep-
ing a train stranded for hours in
thisheat,wekeptthetrainsmov-
ing through alternate routes.
Therearedelaysinboardingand
deboarding following all proto-
col, then terminalshave limited
capacity to receive a certain
number of trains at a time. All
thisaddstodelays,”Mishrasaid.
AttheofficialbriefingFriday,

Chairman, Railway Board, V K
Yadavsaid:“Wehavegivena lot
of flexibility to states aswell as

our officers in running these
trains. So unlike normal trains,
thesecanbeextended,orshort-
terminated; their routes can be
changed,orstoppagesaltered,as
per theneedof thepassengers.”
As summer temperatures

rise, the delays add to the stress
of the journeys, sources said,
sinceavailabilityoffoodandwa-
ter is unpredictable. There have
been several reports of cooked
foodgoingbadwhilewaitingfor
delayedtrains.
An official of the Indian

Railway Catering and Tourism
Corporationsaidthatinonecase,
cookedfoodforaround60trains
wentbadasthetrainstheywere
meant for arrived inordinately
late inKanpur.“Passengersthen
had to be given packed snacks
andotheritemsinemergencyas
asecondbatchpreparedforsub-
sequent trains,” saidanofficial.
TheRailwaysrecentlyrevised

financial powers of Divisional
RailwayManagerstoallowthem
to spendRs1 lakhoneach train
toprovidefoodandwater.Some
divisionsareevenaskingpassen-
gers to send their locations on
WhatsAppsothattheycanknow
wheretheytrainexactlyissoand
the approaching divisions can
planmeals.
There have also been com-

plaints that state officials were
notclearingtrainsatdestinations
quicklywhichwas leading to a
pile-up at end points. For in-
stance, state authorities in
MadhyaPradeshtooktwohours
to empty the Shramik Special
from Katra in Jammu to
MaharajaChhatrasalChhatarpur
railwaystationinMPearlierthis
week,datashows.Thetrainhad
2,345passengers.Zonalofficials
said such delayswere common
in smaller stations and were
addingtothecongestion.

NGT panel
■ There was insufficient

Tertiary Butyl Catechol (TBC)
used as an inhibitor chemical in
the Styrene tank to control its
temperature.

■TBC is ineffectiveabove52
degrees Celsius. Stored in liquid
formunder 20 degrees Celsius,
Styrene evaporateswith rise in
temperature in a process called
auto-polymerisation. Retarders
and inhibitors are used to slow
downanyrunawaychemicalre-
action.

■Therewasnootherretarder
orinhibitoratthefacility.Ashort-
stopper chemical should have
beenaddedbutLGPolymersdid
notconsiderthisanddidnotstore
any.

■Everyevening,therefriger-
ation system connected to the
tankwasbeingswitchedoffsince
ambientnighttemperaturesdid
notrequirecooling.Thistoocon-
tributed to the heat build-up in
thetank.

■ TBC had not been topped
upintheaffectedtanksinceApril
1since therewasnostockat the
site.

■Without adequate TBC in
the tank, therewas rise in tem-
perature in the tank and the
Styrene started polymerising
slowly.ByMay7,thehotspothad
reachedcriticalmass.

■“Theunitfailedtoassessthe
situationdueto lackof handling
experience by trained man-
power,’’ thereportstated.

■ “The root causeappears to
be the lack of experience of LG
Polymers IndiaandtheirKorean
principal, LGChem, inmonitor-
ingandmaintainingfull tanksof
Styrenethatwereidledforalong
periodof severalweekswithout
operation.M6isanoldtankinde-
sign terms, this possibly con-
tributedto theproblem,’’ the re-
portstated.

■ TheM6 tank, which had
1830 tonnes of Styrene,was an
oldoneanddidnothavetemper-
ature sensors at themiddle and
top.Therewasonesensorat the
bottomofthetankwhererefrig-
erationwasprovided.Duetothis,
the building-up of temperature
atthetopofthetankwasnotno-

ticed. “This shows the clear-cut
negligenceonpartofthefactory,’’
thereportstated.

■ “As per CCTV records, the
emission started at 2:42 hours
fromM6tank,’’thereportstated.
About 800 tonnes of Styrene
vapourescapedfromthetank.No
alarmwentoffwhenthevapour
began leaking and auto sensors
of Styrene failed to detect the
leak.

■ “There is no interlocking
system arrangement between
the temperature and refrigera-
tion system,’’ the report stated,
adding that had such a system
beeninplace,theriseintemper-
aturewouldhavestartedthere-
frigeration.

■Therewasnoexternalwa-
ter spraying arrangement over
the storage tank to retard any
vapour leak. “Efforts to control
thetemperaturewerehampered
becausethechillersservicingthe
tankwere switched off at 5 pm
thepreviouseveningasperrou-

tine sitepractice. Therewasalso
noautomatedsprinklerarrange-
ment for vapour loss as this had
never been anticipated; the fire
water sprinklershadtobeman-
uallyactivated,’’thereportstated.
Due to the toxic vapour cloud
around the tank, officials could
not take hoses near the tank to
spraywater.

■ The public sirenwas not
soundedbecause itwas aman-
ual system, located at a place
whichhadbecome inaccessible
duetothevapourcloud.

‘Eggshell’ rule
Specialtrains.Closeto80passen-
gershavediedon these trains so
far, according to a list shared by
RailwayofficialsonFriday.
Explainingthe“eggshellrule”,

Justice Kannan told The Indian
Express, “There is a principle
calledtheeggshell rule, inwhich
a personwho is already fragile
comesbyanduntowardincident
(happens)…Heissoill that…he

falls down, and somethinghap-
pens. So anormalpersonwould
not have died but this person
would die. Then you (Railways)
cannot bargain for everyperson
to arrive in perfect and robust
health. So if there is a fragile
eggshell, in the formof aperson,
heneedstobecompensated.”
Under the Railway Act, any

passenger dying or getting in-
jured inwhat is called an “unto-
ward incident”may seek com-
pensation.
Whenaskedabout thedeath

of migrants on board Sharmik
trains,JusticeKannan,formerlya
judgeattheHighCourtofPunjab
andHaryana,said,“Iwouldthink
it’spossible fora leaderof thein-
stitution to takesomeviewsand
thenadvisetheofficerstosecure
compensation even in cases of
whatwouldnothaveallowedfor
compensationinothertimes.”
JusticeKannansaidthetribu-

nalhasinthepasttakensuomotu
cognisance of passenger deaths

andallowedcompensation.
In the 2018 case, the victim,

Ashok Ray,was travelling from
Ludhiana to Chhapra on the
Amrapali Express. He fell down
fromhis berth and sustained in-
jurieswhichledtohisdeathwhen
the train reached Old Delhi
Railwaystation.Defendingitself,
the Railways had said: “Thede-
ceaseddiedduetonaturalcause,
astherewasnosignofanyinjury
and also therewasno evidence,
whichproves that thedeceased
diedinanuntowardincident.”
Notsatisfied, thecourt,while

granting a compensationof Rs8
lakh, ruled: “It is anotherwayof
saying that a man, fragile in
health,wouldhavegonewithout
any further deterioration to his
destination, but suffered death
only on account of an exacerba-
tionofsuchanassumedillnessby
a fall fromthe train. The…cause
for deathmust…be takenas fall
and if we must apply the…
eggshellrule,wemusttakethisto

beanuntowardincident.”
While Railway officials on

Fridaysharedalistof80deadpas-
sengersonboardShramiktrains,
theRailways officially sought to
distance itself from it. “Railway
Ministryhasnotreleasedanylist
like this as yet,” a spokesperson
toldthemedia.
The list,whichhas details of

deaths onboard Shramik trains
fromMay9to27, includea four-
year-old boy in Biharwho died
whileontheplatform,aChapra-
boundwomanwhodiedonher
wayhome,andevenpeoplewith
illnesses such as cancer, “heart
problem”, paralysis etc. Among
thedeadare aCOVID-19patient
andamanwho“jumped froma
runningtrainandgotrunover”by
the same train. “He jumpedbe-
cause he belonged to
Shahjahanpur and the said train
was running toGorakhpur,” the
documentsaid.
The list also has passengers

whowere rushed to hospitals,
where theyweredeclareddead
andofthosewhodiedduringthe
courseof theirtreatment.

Sundarbans
governmentdepartmentsforre-
construction, with a portion to
be deposited under different
schemesinthebankaccountsof
victims.
But then, it’s not just

Amphan. Of the seven districts,
South24Parganasalonehas180
Covidcases,includingsixdeaths.
AndinJelim’sBaliaravillage,res-
idents have started blocking re-
turningmigrants and visitors,
even those arrivingwith relief.
Somuchso,thattheadministra-
tion hasmade itmandatory for
visitorstobeescortedbyofficials.
“Wehaveaskedthemtodrop

reliefmaterialatthejettyonthe
othersideof theriver.Ourboats
willbringithere.Wedon’twant
people fromKolkata and other
places to enter the village.Who
knowswhether they are carry-
ing the virus or not,” says
NarugopalBakhra,avillagerep-
resentativeonMoushuniIsland.
A short walk from Jelim’s

house, Sallauddin Shah (52) is
waitingforhiseldersonAlamgir,
amigrantworkerstuckinDelhi,
to return. “My younger son
Jehangir was lucky to make it
backfromKeralabeforethelock-
down started.My sons left the
state for work after Aila de-
stroyedour fields. I lost7bighas
of land,”hesays.
“I have been told that I will

get a job card and 100 days of
work(underMNREGS).Wedon’t
knowwhen that will happen,
but themoneywill be too little
anyway,”saysJehangirShah,24,
sitting inside the family’shome,
its roofblownawaytoo.
At the small concrete jetty

nearby,localdieselboatsbringin
food, rice, vegetables andbuild-
ingmaterial.But supply isdwin-
dling andprices of bambooand
asbestos, to rebuildhouses,have
doubled. “Bamboo that used to
cost Rs 150 is nowRs 500. Each
8x3 asbestos sheet cost Rs 530
earlier but is selling for Rs 650,”
saysAbhijitMaity,alocalresident.
“We had no Internet or

propercellphoneconnectionfor
aweek.ThelockdownandCovid
have made it difficult,” says
Suman Das, additional pro-
gramme officer at the office of
the Block Development Officer
(BDO) in Namkhana near
Moushuni.
“Relief material is being dis-

tributedthroughpanchayats.We
have sentplastic sheets anddry
food.Workisonforassessingthe
damage... making lists of those
wholosttheirhomes,damageto
agriculturalfieldsandponds,and
animals,” saysDas.
“Now we have to handle

streams of returningmigrants,
screen them and keep them in
local schools,” says Shibnath
Koyal, Junior Engineer at theof-
fice. Official records show that
1,144migrants have returned
from other districts and 1,138
fromvariousstates.

OntheroadfromNamkhana
to Kakdwip, about 10 kmaway,
electricpostshavebeenbentby
thewind, and there’s amash of
wiresontheground.
“You are asking about hur-

dles?Covid,lockdown,Amphan
and migrants coming by the
hundreds...We have to provide
relief to people, quarantinemi-
grants,andsomehowarrangefor
relief material and start recon-
struction,” says Sub-Divisional
Officer(SDO)ShouvikChatterjee.
Next to his room is a hall

wherefouryoungmenarebusy
on phones. “That is the control
room. Batches of migrants are
coming, even at night, andwe
have to coordinate everything.
It’s open 24 hours,” says
Chatterjee.

Rajnath
willberesolvedthroughmilitary
and diplomatic dialogues.We
havethatmechanism,andbased
onthat, talksaregoingon.”
Singh said such incidents

happenbecauseofthedifference
in perceptions of the LAC -- a
stand that has also beenmain-
tained by the Indian Army ever
since tensionsmounted along
theLACineasternLadakhearlier
thismonth.
“Nobody can deny the fact

thattherehasbeendifferencein
perceptions about the India-
China border,” but “there is no
question,andnobodycanimag-
ine” that India can be arm-
twistedlikethesituationin1962.
“Sincelong,Chinahasagreed

to the Line of Actual Control at
some places, but at some other
places they do not agree, and
they claim it is ahead. We too
have similar assumptions at
some places.We patrol till the
LAC, sometimes their troops
comehereaftercrossingtheLAC.
This process has been going on,
it is not happening for the first
time.”
He said throughout all such

crises earlier, “India and China
havebeenresolvingthroughdi-
alogue”.
Citing the 2017 standoff at

Doklam, Singh said, “it felt like
tensionshaveincreasedalot”but
“wedidnotmoveback,andwere
successfulinresolvingtheissue”.
India,hesaid,“willstandour

ground”. But hemade it clear
that India does notwant to “in-
timidateanyone,wedonotwant
to instil fear in anyone… we
wanttotakeeveryonealong”.
Crediting the country’s

“strongandcapableleadership”,
Singh said the governmentwill
“never let the country bow, and
thepeoplebelievethat”.
“Iwant toassure thecountry

thatundernocircumstanceswill
weallowIndia’sself-respecttobe
hurt. Indiahasalwayshadaclear
policy of good relations with
neighbours. And this is notnow,
wehavealwaystriedtodothat.”
Earlier thisweek, Singhmet

Chief of Defence Staff General
Bipin Rawat and chiefs of the
Army, Navy and Air Force. The
military brass, along with
National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval, also briefed Prime
Minister NarendraModi on the
situation.
IndiaandChinahavebeenin-

volved in discussions at the
ground level between themili-
tary commanders, and at the
diplomaticleveltofindasolution
to the crisis that is now in its
fourthweek.
On Thursday, Anurag

Srivastava,spokespersonforthe
MinistryofExternalAffairs, said
“we are engaged with the
Chinese side to peacefully re-
solvethis issue”.
National Security Advisory

Boardmember LtGen (retd) S L
NarasimhanalsotoldTheIndian
Express Thursday that diplo-
matic talkswith China had be-
gunmorethanaweekago.
He said Chinese troops “are

trying to lay claim to their per-
ception of LAC. I don’t think it
shouldbeseenasif theywantto
pickupterritoryorotherwise”.

FROMPAGEONE

Unlock 1: States get keys June 8
to remain prohibited, though.
Theseincludeinternationalair
travelofpassengers;operation
of Metro Rail; cinema halls,
gymnasiums, swimming
pools, entertainment parks,
theatres,barsandauditoriums,
assembly halls and similar
places; and, social/ political/
sports/ entertainment/ aca-
demic/cultural/religiousfunc-
tions/ and other large congre-
gations. “In Phase III, dates for
their openingwill be decided
basedonassessmentofthesit-
uation,” theguidelines said.
The Indian Express had on

Saturday reported thatmalls,
restaurants and religious
placeswouldopenalongwith
relaxation in night curfew in
thenewguidelines.
Clearly,thespiritofthenew

phase suggests in how the
MHA chose to describe it. The
order is called “Guidelines for
PhasedRe-opening(Unlock1)”
and signed by Union Home
SecretaryAjayBhalla. Further,
it extends the lockdown only

in containment zones up to
June30, and “reopensprohib-
itedactivitiesinaphasedman-
nerinareasoutsideofcontain-
mentzones.”
Theattachedguidelinesre-

iterated this saying, “All activi-
ties thatwere prohibited ear-
lierwill be openedup in areas
outsideContainmentZones in
aphasedmanner,withthestip-
ulation of following Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs),
to beprescribedby theHealth
Ministry.”
“(The)HealthMinistrywill

issueSOPs for theaboveactivi-
ties, in consultationwith the
Central Ministries/
Departments concerned and
otherstakeholders,forensuring
socialdistancingandtocontain
thespreadofCOVID-19,"itsaid.
There will be strict lock-

down in containment zones
though.“Thesewillbedemar-
cated by the State/ UT
Governments,aftertakinginto
consideration the guidelines
issuedby theHealthMinistry.

Withinthecontainmentzones,
strict perimeter control shall
bemaintainedandonlyessen-
tial activities allowed,” the
guidelines said.
Stateshavebeengivenfree-

dom to also decide on buffer
zones, areasabuttingcontain-
ment zones, and the restric-
tionsnecessary insuchareas.
Allowinginter-stateandin-

tra-statemovementofpersons
andgoods,theMHAguidelines
notedthatnoseparatepermis-
sion/approval/e-permitwould
be required for such move-
ments. It has however given
statesthefreedomtodecideon
publicmovement saying “if a
State/ UT, based on reasons of
public health and its assess-
mentofthesituation,proposes
to regulatemovement of per-
sons, itwillgivewidepublicity
in advance regarding the re-
strictions tobeplacedon such
movement, and the related
procedures tobefollowed.”
It has also advised the eld-

erly, pregnant women, and

childrentostayhomeevenasit
has suggestedpeople increas-
inglyusetheAarogyaSetuApp.
Despite all relaxations, the

directions formanagement of
Covidandpublicbehaviourre-
main the same as in previous
lockdowns. People are ex-
pected to use face masks,
maintainsocialdistancing,ex-
ercise personal hygiene.
Spitting and consumption of
alcohol and tobacco in public
places remainspunishable. At
workplaces, the MHA has
askedcompaniestoencourage
work from home, sanitise
premises regularly, have stag-
geredworkhoursandmanda-
torilydo thermal scanning.
The standard operating

procedure for evacuation of
Indians stranded abroad,
movement of migrants on
shramik special trains and of
passenger trains,operationof
domestic flights, movement
of foreign nationals and of
seafarerswill remain in force
as earlier.

after1997, the focusshiftedto
other, more regular field
pests,” Mohapatra told The
SundayExpress.
Locust plague cycles—de-

finedasaperiodoftwoormore
consecutive years of wide-
spread breeding, swarm for-
mationandcropdestruction—
werearecurrentphenomenon
throughout the nineteenth
centuryandthefirsthalfof the
1900s. The last such cyclewas
reported in1959-62.
Subsequently, there have

beenonlyisolatedyearsof“up-
surges”; even the incursionsof
1973-76weren’t numerically
large or significant enough to
qualify as “plague”. After 1997,
therewereno“upsurges”either
-—till2019,when1,500swarm
attackswere recorded, and the
current year that has already
seen27.
“Theyhavecomebackafter

a long gap. So far, the damage
hasn’tbeenmuch,sincetheonly
majorcropsinthefieldsnoware
summermoong (green gram)
and early-stage cotton (in
Punjab, Haryana and North
Rajasthan). Butwehave to see
what the swarms returning to
RajasthanafterJulyforbreeding
willdo,”Mohapatrasaid.
On May 27, the United

Nations’ Food andAgriculture
Organisationpredicted“several
successivewaves” of locust in-
vasions until July in Rajasthan
“with eastward surges across
northern India as far as Bihar
andOdisha”.Thesemovements

will, however, reverseonce the
winds change direction along
with the southwestmonsoon.
Theswarms,basicallycompris-
ingwinged immature adults
that are yet to lay eggs,would
thencomebacktoRajasthan.
“They breed mostly in

deserts, as the female can lay
eggsonly inbare sandy soils at
5-10 cm depth. She will first
check if there is adequate soil
moisture, then bore into the
ground anddeposit a batch of
up to 80 eggs before filling up
theholewithaprotectivefoamy
material. Such sandy soil,with

just enoughmoisture, is found
only indesert regions after the
monsoon rains,” explainedSN
Sushil, principal scientist (agri-
culture entomology) at the
ICAR’s Indian Institute of
SugarcaneResearch,Lucknow.
The presence of desert lo-

custs in “transient mature
groups”was identified inMay
2019 at Pokaran teshil of
Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer district.
Between May 2019 and
February 2020, a total area of
403,488hectares inRajasthan,
GujaratandPunjabwastreated
using 314,645 litres/kg of

Malathioninsecticide.
“The swarms may have

come fromPakistan, but some
breedingwouldhavealsotaken
placehere lastyear.Weneedto
see what happens once they
breed again in our conditions
overseveralcycles:Willtheyun-
dergogenetic changes or even
developresistancetotheinsecti-
cides nowbeing sprayed?Are
there other ways to control
them,includingpreventingtheir
transformation fromsolitary to
gregarious (swarm-forming)
phase?”Mohapatrasaid.
BesidesMalathion,theother

chemicals approved by the
Central Insecticides Board &
RegistrationCommitteeforcon-
trol of the desert locust are
Chlorpyriphos, Deltamethrin,
Lambdacyhalothrin, Fipronil,
FenvalrateandQuinalphos.
Interestingly,onMay14,the

UnionAgricultureMinistry is-
sued a draft notification that
listedMalathion,Chlorpyriphos,
Deltamethrin andQuinalphos
among 27 crop protection
chemicals whose use is pro-
posedtobebanned.OnMay21,
CivilAviationMinistryprovided
conditionalexemptionforuseof
drones byDirectorate of Plant
Protection,Quarantine&Storage
foraerialsurveillanceandspray-
ingofanti-locustpesticides.
“Thestandardoperatingpro-

ceduresforoperationofdrones,
includingdosageandconcentra-
tionofinsecticidestobeapplied,
will be finalised in the coming
week,”anofficialsaid.

ICAR admits: No recent research on locusts
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WhatCycloneAmphan
tellsusabout the
futureof Sunderbans
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

In thisepisodeof theSandipRoyShow,we
talktoecologicaleconomist,Nilanjan
Ghosh,Directorof theObserverResearch
Foundation,Kolkata
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TRIPURAPROFCREATES ‘WARBOT’ TOMINIMISE CONTACTWITHCOVIDPATIENTS
AsgovernmentsstruggletomanageenoughPPEsforfrontlineworkerstocontainthepandemic,aTripura
Universityassistantprofessorhasdevisedalow-costrobotfromscrapmaterialstominimisehumancontact
fordoctorsandnursesandprovidebasicservices tocoronaviruspatientsadmittedinhospital.
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‘Plague’
years
1812-1821
1843-1844
1863-1867
1869-1873
1876-1881
1889-1891
1900-1907
1912-1920
1926-1930
1940-1946
1949-1955
1959-1962

TRACKING LOCUSTS, OVER THEYEARS

‘UPSURGE’YEARS

Year Swarm Incursions
1964 4
1968 167
1973 6
1974 6
1975 19
1976 2
1978 20
1983 26
1986 3
1989 15
1993 172
1997 4
2019

2020* 27
1500

*Till date
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THEWHOLESALEmarket formedi-
cinesandmedicalequipmentinOld
Delhi’sBhagirathPalacewillremain
shutuntil June4tocheckthespread
ofCovid-19,aftermorethan10shop
owners and staff testedpositive re-
cently, announced the local drug
traders’ associationonSaturday.
Asmanyas572shopsdealing in

pharmaceuticals, having around
four to five staff each, are expected
to remain shut, but would not be
forced to do so, said Ashish Grover,
the general secretary of the Delhi
DrugTradersAssociation (DDTA).
The association emailed Chief

Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Saturday,seekingadviceonhowthe
market should function amid the

risingcases,Grover said.
“We have faced problems in

maintainingsocialdistancing,which
iswhythishashappened.Theshops
are small and in congested spaces.
Since phase 4 of the lockdown, the
footfallhasalsoincreasedinthemar-
ket,”GrovertoldTheIndianExpress.
The association is expecting the

markettobeprovidedwithsecurity
personnel to helpmaintain social
distancing and quell fears among
shopowners.
“Weare an essential service and

shouldremainopen,butthereissome
extent to that. Our staff is worried
aboutbeingexposedtothevirusand
takinguptheexpenseoftreatmentif
theycontractit.Wewillawaitthegov-
ernment’s adviceon themarketand
cooperatewiththem,”Groversaid.
In the email sent to Kejriwal on

Saturday, Grover said thingswere

running smoothly in themedicine
market until non-essential shops
arounditwereallowedtoopenagain.
The shopowners arealso facing

a shortage of staff, with migrant
labourers having left the capital,

Delhi Metro services suspended,
and movement of people across
stateborders restricted.
KrishanGopal (60), theownerof

SKPharmastore at themarket, said,
“Onlyoneoutof10staffmembersare
able to come to the store. Some of
them live in Haryana and cannot
travel. There is also the problemof
transportofmedicinesfromgodowns
tothestore,sincethosewhoworked
asportershaveleftthecity.”
Some shop owners are hoping

that theclosureof themarket isex-
tendedbeyond June 4.
YogeshTuteja (49), theownerof

HindustanPharmastore,said,“Social
distancing is not possible here be-
causetheshopsareincloseproximity
in congested spaces. Customers too
areunwilling to listendespite us re-
mindingthemanumberoftimes.The
market shouldremainshutuntil the

problemofsocialdistancingissolved.”
DDTA’s Grover said themarket

mainly caters tomedicinal demand
outsideofDelhi,withmaterialsbeing
supplied to Haryana, Punjab,
Maharashtra and Gujarat. Delhi’s
shareofmedicalsupplyfromthemar-
ket is 10-15 per cent, Grover said,
addingtheimpactofmarket’sclosure
onthecitywouldnotbeextensive.
Thebusiness,however,hasfallen

byatleast50%,shopownerssay,due
tocustomersoutsideofDelhiunable
to access themarket and problems
withtransportationofmedicinesto
otherstates.Groversaid,“Thetrans-
portationofessentialgoodssuchas
medicinestootherstatesisallowed,
but vehicles normally don’t set off
until theyare filled tocapacity.”
Around12-14peoplehavetested

positiveinthemarketsofar,mostof
themshopowners,Grover said.

Bhagirath Palace, medsmarket under
Covid grip, to remain shut until June 4

2 held for misusing travel
pass to ‘smuggle drugs’

2 juveniles stole phones to play PUBG: Police
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY30

TWO JUVENILES who allegedly stole
mobile phones to play PUBG (Players
Underground Battleground) were
apprehended by Delhi Police on
Friday.

Police said the two boys were ad-
dicted to thegameandhadstolenover
19phones fromashop inSouthDelhi’s
NebSarai.
Atul Kumar Thakur, DCP (South)

said, “The shopkeeper told us that
someone broke into his shop and took
Rs2,000cash,mobilephonesandboard
gamessuchasLudoandChess.”

Theboyswereidentifiedafterpolice
scanned CCTV footage. Theywere ap-
prehended fromtheirhomes.
During questioning, police found

thatoneoftheboys,whowantedtoplay
PUBGwithhis friends, decided to steal
as many of them did not have smart-
phones.Acaseofburglaryhasbeenreg-
isteredagainst the two.

ARANYASHANKAR
NEWDELHI,MAY30

TWOWEEKS after the Delhi
Universityadministrationsaid
it would go for online open-
bookexamination(OBE)forfi-
nal year/semester students if
thesituationduetotheCovid-
19 pandemic does not nor-
malisesoon,ithasputupaten-
tativedatesheetof theexams,
scheduledtobeginonJuly1,on
theuniversitywebsite.
Themovehasfacedcriticism

fromseveralquarters,especially
inlightofasurveyconductedby
theDUTeachers’Associationof
50,000 students that showed
85% of studentswere not in a
positiontoappearforOBE.
Inalettertoallcollegeprin-

cipals on Saturday, Dean
Examinations Vinay Gupta
wrote,“It is felt thattheexam-
inations cannot be conducted
in the conventional mode as
per the existing government
norms of maintaining social
distancing, and safety and
healthof thestudents.”
“Thematterwasintensively

deliberatedinthevariousbod-
iesi.e.TaskForceconstitutedby
theUniversityinviewofCovid-
19 and theWorkingGroup on
Examinations,basedonwhich
itwasdecidedthatasone-time
measure,OBEshallbeadopted
as an alternativemode of ex-
amination for the final semes-
ter/term/year students for the
academic session 2019-2020
forgrading/result,”headded.
He said that to “protect in-

terests”of students in J&Kand
other areaswith lack of inter-
netandhardwarefacilities,DU
would engage the Common
Service Centres (CSC), under
theMinistryofElectronicsand
InformationTechnology.
“The students shall be al-

lowed touse the ICT (informa-
tionandcommunicationstech-
nology)infrastructureresources
availablewiththeCSCacademy
for downloading and taking
printoutofthequestionpapers,
scanninganduploadingthean-
swer sheets on the portal. The
studentscanavailallthesefacil-

itiesfreeofcost,”saidGupta.
Hesaidcollegescouldallow

a limited number of students,
who do not have access to in-
ternet or hardware, to use the
ICT infrastructure forexams.
For students who are not

able to appear for the OBE re-
motely, theuniversityplansto
giveanother“chancetoappear
inthephysicalmodeofexam-
inations”,whichwouldbecon-
ductedafterthepublicationof
theOBEresults.
Former Academic Council

(AC)memberPankajGargsaid
the new decision is “nothing
butbefoolingstudentswhoare
deprivedof ICTinfrastructure”.
“Mostofthecommonserv-

ice centres mentioned are in
bad shapewith no proper ICT
infrastructure. This decision
would adversely affect eco-
nomicallypoorstudents.Even
if theyaregivenachancetoap-
pear in the physical mode of
examination, itwouldonlybe
afterdeclarationofOBEresults.
This delay would affect their
futureplans,"Gargsaid.
Somemembers fromboth

AcademicandExecutivecoun-
cils have demanded that the
tentative datesheet be taken
backandthematterdiscussed
instatutorybodies.
“You are going aheadwith

OBEdespitestrongprotestfrom
teachersandstudentsandwith-
outanyapprovalofthestatutory
bodies, i.e. AC and EC. Recent
surveysonthisissuebystudents
and teachers have shownvery
highdisapproval rating,”wrote
ACmembersSeemaDas,Richa
Raj, Sudhanshu Kumar and
PradeepKumar, andECmem-
bersJLGuptaandRajeshJha.
A senior university official

saidthedecisionis“final”,and
itwouldnotgo to thecouncils
for further ratification.
VinayGuptasaid,“Wedon’t

see the situation normalising
soon. Even if there was a
plateau,wecouldhaveconsid-
eredphysicalexams—theuni-
versity’spreference—butnow
it doesn't seempossible.” He
saidthestudentswouldfaceno
problemsastheuniversityhas
givenverydetailedguidelines.

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI,MAY30

ADELHIcourthasgrantedinterimbail to
former Congress councillor Ishrat Jahan
inconnectionwithaNortheastDelhiriot
casesoshecangetmarried.
Jahanhadfiledthe interimbailappli-

cation requesting a four-week period to
attendhermarriagewith a JamiaNagar-
based resident, which had earlier been
fixed for June12.
Additional Sessions Judge

Dharmender Rana granted her interim
bailfor10daysaftertheAdditionalPublic
Prosecutor, Irfan Ahmed, informed that
the factumofmarriagewasverified. The
courtgrantedbailtoIshratuponfurnish-
ingpersonal bondand suretybondof Rs
1 lakhwith two sureties each in the like
amount.
Ishrat is being probed by the Delhi

Police in two separate cases. In the first

case, police had arrested her on allega-
tionsof inciting a crowd topelt stones at
police during the anti-CAA protest at
Khureji Khas in February. Shewas later
grantedbail in that caseonMarch21.
Onthesameday, theSpecialCell, ar-

restedher inconnectionwithacaseper-
taining to theNortheastDelhi riots. She
was interrogated by the Special Cell
from March 21 to April 5, following
which police added sections of UAPA,
murder, sedition, attempt to murder,
and other sections of the IPC, Arms Act
and Prevention of Damage of Public
Property Act.
Ishrat’s lawyer Lalit Valecha had ar-

gued before the court that despite the
fact that Ishrat was granted bail on
March 21 in the Khureji Khas case, she
was taken into custody in the present
case “for thepurposeof investigationof
the same offence…making a mockery
of the judicial systemby the investigat-
ing agency”.

NE riots: Ex-Cong councillor
granted interim bail to marry

AtOldDelhi’sBhagirathPalace

NewDelhi:TheDelhiPolicehas
arrestedtwomenwhowereal-
legedlysmugglingover12kgof
opium in their car during the
lockdowninDelhi.Theaccused
hail fromPunjab andhadpro-
curede-passestotransportmi-
grantstoJharkhand.
Police said the accused,

ShanMasiahandChetanPatial,
worked under a transporter
named Gurmeet Singh at
Hoshiarpur in Punjab.While
returning from Jharkhand,
they collected the drugs from

an associate. Police had re-
ceived information about the
smugglersamonthago.
A teamunder ACP Special

CellAttarSinghfollowedtheve-
hiclesandidentifiedtheaccused.
DCP(SpecialCell)PramodSingh
Kushwahsaid,“Thetwowereon
theirway toKashmereGate to
delivertheconsignment.”
Police said this was their

third trip from Jharkhand to
Punjab, and theyhad already
smuggled over 50 kg of
opium.ENS

DU locks open book
exams, puts tentative
datesheet online

DUwillengagetheCommonServiceCentresunderthe IT
Ministry forthosewithoutaccesstointernetorhardware
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EVENASDelhipushestoreopen
more businesses and resume
economic activity, a spurt in
cases has meant a rise in con-
tainment zones, where no
movementwillbeallowedeven
in Lockdown5.0.
OnSaturday, therewere122

activecontainmentzonesinthe
city, up from 102 in the last
weekofApril.Accordingtodata
provided by the Delhi govern-
ment, around 50 zones have
beende-contained so far.
In the Central Delhi district

alone, over 3.2 lakh people live
incontainmentorbufferzones.
These includeparts of Chandni
Mahal, Nabi Karim and the
highlycommercial SadarBazar
andKarol Bagh.
IndifferentpocketsofNorth

Delhi’s Jahangirpuri, over
75,000 are still under restric-
tions.
“Sinceweare infavourof re-

opening the city, we also have
to be careful that areas where
there is a higher chance of in-
fection—withmore thanthree
cases — are contained effec-
tively.Andpeoplemustbecau-
tious about social distancing
and not believe everything is
now normal,” a senior official
said.
Thegovernment isalsocon-

sidering how to reopen places
ofworship.
“There are days that see a

significantfootfall.Wewereini-
tially thinking of letting only
smalleronesreopen,butacon-
versation is still on,” an official
said.
Onsalonsandbarbershops,

which the Centre had allowed
during Lockdown4.0 butDelhi
governmentcurbed, theofficial
said that “thoseaboveacertain
floor area could be allowed to
function”.

ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,MAY30

CORONAVIRUS HAS cast a
shadowon the top leadershipof
the capital’s healthcare set-up,
with themedical director of the
Delhigovernment'slargestcoro-
navirusfacility,LokNayak,testing
positiveforthevirus.Thedeanof
theUniversityCollegeofMedical
Sciences (UCMS)atGTBhospital
hasalsocontractedthevirus.
DrSureshKumar,recentlyap-

pointedasmedicaldirectorofLok
Nayak,hasgoneintohomeisola-
tion,officials said. “Assoonashe
tested positive,we started con-
tacttracingandaround30health-
careworkers, including senior
doctors, got themselves tested.
Twoother staffmembers tested
positive Saturday. Thehospital’s
administrative block has been
shut for sanitisation,” saida sen-
ior doctor from the hospital,
which functions as a designated
Covidfacilitywith2,000beds.
Over 40 healthcareworkers,

including17residentdoctorsand
23nurses,havetestedpositivefor
coronavirus at Lok Nayak.
Residentdoctorsfromthehospi-
talsaidanodalofficermustbeap-
pointedtokeepatrackofhealth-
careworkerstestingpositive.
TheDelhigovernmenthadre-

centlyaskedallhospitalstoforma
Hospital Infection Control
Committeetoassesseachsuchcase.
“Adedicatednodalofficerfor

Covidpositivehealthworkershas
beenalong-standingdemandof
doctors. Besides improving care
forcoronawarriors,itwouldhelp
analysetherouteofinfectionand
improve infection control prac-
tices,” saidDr ParvMittal, presi-
dent of the LokNayak's resident
doctors'association.
InDelhi, over 650healthcare

workers have testedpositive for
the virus so far. At AIIMS, 247

healthcareworkers have tested
positiveforthevirus,outofwhich
150havebeendischargedandre-
joinedduty.“41morehealthcare
workers have been diagnosed
with the disease. Their reports
cameinthelasttwodays,”saidDr
DKSharma,medicalsuperinten-
dentofAIIMS.
TheDeanofUCMSatGTBhos-

pital,DrAKJain,andhispersonal
assistanthavealsotestedpositive
forthedisease.OnFriday,thegov-
ernment had earmarked 500
bedsinGTBhospitalfortreatment
ofcoronaviruspatients.“Theblock
where his office is located has
been sealed.Hehasbeenadmit-
ted to a hotel attachedwith the
hospital for further treatment,”
saidaseniordoctorfromGTB.
Earlierthisweek, theDeanof

theAtalBihariVajpayeeInstitute
of Medical Sciences at RML
Hospital had tested positive. Dr
RajeevSoodhasbeenadmittedto
Max Smart Super Speciality
Hospital. Over 30 healthcare
workers from the hospital have
testedpositivesofar.

SOMYALAKHANI
NEWDELHI,MAY30

WITH THE mortuary at RML
HospitalrunningfullasCovidtest
results of the deceased are
awaited, thehospital hashireda
refrigerated container to ensure
adequatespacetostore thebod-
ies."Thecapacityofthemortuary
at the hospital isn'tmuch. It can
accommodate only 18 bodies.
Thecontainercanaccommodate
another 12," said DrMinakshi
Bhardwaj,medical superinten-
dentofRMLhospital.
Shesaid that the refrigerated

containerwas sourced in April,
and this is the first time that the
hospital isusingit.
On Saturday, two containers

wereparkedoutside themortu-
ary of RML hospital. "The con-
tainer sent by the company in
Aprilhaslessercapacity,soit'sbe-
ingreplaced,"saidDrBhardwaj.
Shesaidthattheneedforare-

frigerated container arose as
“bodies cannot be releaseduntil
the Covid-19 test result comes”.
“Sometimes,apatientexpiresbe-
fore his Covid-19 test result
comes, inwhichcasewehaveto
wait for the result before releas-

ingthebody,”shesaid.
AsourceatRMLhospital told

The Indian Express that some-
times the test results takemore
thanfivedaystocome.
Thesourcesaid,“Inthosefive

days, other people also die, and

thenumber keeps increasing. In
pre-Covid-19world,mostbodies
would be handed over to kin of
thedeadwithinaday,sometimes
twoifpoliceformalitiestaketime.
So,thehospitalneverfeltmortu-
arycapacitywasinadequate."

New SOPs
TheDelhigovernmenthasis-

sued fresh standard operating
protocols for disposal of Covid
positive and suspected patients
at mortuaries. As per the new
rules, hospitalswill have to send
dead bodies to the mortuary
withintwohours. If thefamilyof
the deceased has contacted the
hospitalwithin12hoursofdeath,
thecremationwillhavetobecar-
riedoutinthenext24hours.But
if no onehas contacted, intima-
tionwillbesenttothemthrough
areaSHOtoattendthefuneralat
thecremation/burialground.
Incaseofunidentifiedbodies,

theDelhiPolicewillcompleteall
legal formalitieswithin72hours
ofdeathanddisposeof thebody
in the next 24 hours. If the de-
ceasedisfromanotherstate,ano-
ticewillbesentbythemedicaldi-
rector to the resident
commissioner. If no reply is re-
ceived, thehospitalwillperform
thefuneralwithin24hours.

SOMYALAKHANI
NEWDELHI,MAY30

A59-YEAR-OLDstaffer of Delhi
government'sLokNayakhospi-
tal died of Covid-19-related
complications Saturday after-
noon. Charan Singh was de-
ployed at the medical records
department,andwas in-charge
of the anesthesia store.
Singhtestedpositive for the

virus on May 12, and was ad-
mitted to Lok Nayak hospital a
day later.Aclose friendandcol-
league of Singh told The Indian
Express: "He had diabetes.
When he started complaining
of breathing difficulties, he got
tested. His condition deterio-
ratedandafewdaysagohewas
shifted to the ICU. He was on
ventilator."
Around 2.30 pm, Singh

breathedhis lastat thehospital
he served for 20years. "Hewas
due to retire on June 30 -- ex-
actly a month away from to-
day," said his colleague, as he
awaitedhis friend's body.

Singh issurvivedbyhiswife
and their four children. While
Singh was admitted to Lok
Nayakhospital,hisdaughtertoo
wasadmittedtoSirGangaRam
hospital as she tested positive.
"She recovered quickly and re-
turned home. The rest of the
familymembers toohavebeen
tested for the virus," said the
colleague, who worked with
Singh for twodecades.
Singh hailed from UP's

Bijnor, and graduated from
Bareilly's MJP Rohilakhand
University. He worked in the

IndianNavytill1995,andjoined
IndraprasthaApollohospitalaf-
ter that. In 2000, he joined Lok
Nayakhospitalasatechnicalsu-
pervisor and later became OT
in-charge. Recently he was
madetheanesthesiastoreroom
head.
His colleagues remember

him for his “Navy-man disci-
pline”, kindness, calm nature,
andattention towardsphysical
fitness. "He was very fit, he
would often talk about swim-
ming, and would do religious
parikrama often that required
long hours of walking," said a
colleague,whostartedworking
with Singh a fewmonths ago.
His close friend said that

even on the day Singh tested
positive, he didn't display any
stress.
"I would talk to him daily

over the phone when he was
admitted. He had trouble say-
ingmuchbecause of breathing
difficultiesbuthewasverysure
hewouldbeokay. Inever imag-
ineditwouldcometothis,"said
his friend.

LOCKDOWN5.0

Challenge: Balancing opening up, containment zones

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY30

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
KejriwalSaturdaysaidthatwhile
the rise in the number of cases
overthepastthreedayswaswor-
rying,therewasnoneedtopanic.
Delhi recorded 1,163 cases on
Saturday, 1,106 on Friday, and
1,024onThursday.
"In the past few days, the

number of Covid caseshas been
increasing...Itisamatterofworry
butthereisnoneedtopanic.Ias-
sureyouthatyourgovernmentis
four steps ahead in terms of
preparation…Also, living in a
lockdown permanently is not
possible,"Kejriwalsaid.
On Friday, the government

said that five hotels would be
linkedto fiveprivatehospitals to
increase the number of Covid
beds. Kejriwal said itwouldbe a
majorcauseofworryifthenum-
ber of deaths sees a sudden rise
or if therearenobeds toaccom-
modatepatients.
"Oureffortsaretoensurethat

the peoplewho get infected are
taken care of and return home.
Wewant to keep the death rate
as lowas possible. Of the 17,386
cases,7,846haverecoveredand…
398 have died (till Friday)…
While 8,500newcaseswere re-
portedoverthepast15days,only
500 people were admitted to
hospitals.Theothersareathome.
Thesecondthingwewanttoen-
sure is that if peopleare infected
and need hospitalisation, they
don't have to run frompillar to

posttolookforfacilities...wehave
6,600 Covid beds in the city. Of
theactivecases,onlyabout2,100
arehospitalised.Wehave issued
orders and by June 5, Delhiwill
have 9,500 beds available. In
Delhigovernmentfacilitiesalone,
therewillbearound4,600beds...
Private hospitalswill have over
3,500bedsbyJune5,"hesaid.
Kejriwal said that amobile

app,whichwillhaveinformation
about thenumber of beds avail-
ableindifferenthospitals,willbe
launchedonMonday.
Meanwhile,Kejriwalsaidtwo

videosbeingsharedonsocialme-
dia — one claimed to show a
numberofdeadbodiespilingup
in a hospital and anotherwhere
someoneallegedthataDelhigov-
ernment hospital was serving
poor quality food—weremis-
leading. “Pleasedon’t getmisled
byfakevideos... I spoketohospi-
talheadswhenitcameout.They
areworking sohard... andwhen
thesefakevideosareshared,they
getdemotivated...Ifavideoistrue,
wewill takeaction,"hesaid.

Rising cases a
worry but don’t
panic: Kejriwal

Lok Nayak medical director is among
3 top hospital officials to test positive

A month before retirement, govt
hospital staffer succumbs to Covid

Test results taking time, space crunch in morgue,
RML uses refrigerated container to keep bodies

At 157 cases, sharpest
24-hr spike in Gurgaon
SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,MAY30

GURGAONRECORDED157new
casesofcoronavirusonSaturday,
making this the highest spike in
thedistrictsofar.
According to the health bul-

letinreleasedbythestategovern-
ment,atotalof677peopleinthe
districthavenowtestedpositive
for the infection.More thanhalf
of the total cases— 340—have
emerged in the last three days,
with 68 cases emerging on
Thursday and 115 on Friday. Of
thosewhohave tested positive,
224 have recovered and three
havesuccumbedtotheinfection.
Officials from thedistrict ad-

ministration, however, insist
there is no reason for panic de-
spitethesuddenspikeincases.
“There is adequatemedical

preparedness.Shortcomingsthat
have been noticed in hospitals
and test sampling have been
streamlined, andweareblessed

with enoughmedical facilities,”
saidaspokespersonofthedistrict
administration. “Furthermore,
mostcasesareasymptomaticand
thus don’t need specialmedical
attentionotherthanperiodicob-
servationathome,”hesaid.
FourHaryana districtsborder-

ingDelhi—Gurgaon, Faridabad,
Sonepat and Jhajjar—witnessed
massive spike innewcases dur-
ingLockdown4.0.Duringthispe-
riod,Haryana’s total coronavirus
casesalsodoubled.
When the lockdown4.0 be-

ganonMay18,thenumberofac-
tive cases was low in Gurgaon
(97),Faridabad(67),Sonepat(43)
and Jhajjar (37). But onMay 30,
the number of active patients in
these districts were Gurgaon
(450), Faridabad (178), Sonepat
(52)andJhajjar(5).
OnMay 18, Haryana’s total

count of Covid patients had
reached 928, out of which 316
wereactivepatients.However,on
May30, the total count reached
1,923,with932activecases.

TheCMaddresses the
webcastSaturday

CharanSingh
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40healthstaff atLokNayakhavetestedpositive.AmitMehra

Therefrigeratedcontainercanstore12bodies. TashiTobgyal

AtBadarpurborderSaturday.WhileDelhihasnorestrictionsoninterstate travel,Noida,Ghaziabad,GurgaonandFaridabadhavesealed itsborders.AmitMehra

FROMTOMORROW
■Movement restrictions from9pmto5
am. Earlier thiswas7pmto7am
■Delhi hasno restrictions on interstate
movementbutNoida, Ghaziabad, Gurgaon
andFaridabadhave sealed their borders.
While theCentrehasplacedno restriction,
states candecidebasedonground situation

FROMJUNE8
■Govt is in favourof reopeningmalls and
complexes, butnot at full strength
■Hotels, restaurants to reopen, butwith
curbs on capacity
■Delhi government alsoplans to reopen
places ofworship, butwill take a call on
scale of gatherings

INCONTAINMENTZONES
Movementwill continue to
be restricted in containment
zones.Only essential
serviceswill beprovided to
residents of these areas.

175
Containment zonesdeclared
sinceMarch

122
Active containment zones

Central 7
EastDelhi 6
NewDelhi 3
NorthDelhi 24
Northeast 4
Northwest 13
Shahdara 8
SouthDelhi 12
SouthEast 17
SouthWest 12
West 16

On the cards forDelhi

CALLTOBETAKENSOON
■ TheMetro, as per theCentre’s decision,will not reopen soon. TheDelhi government
wants it to reopen for those employed in essential services
■ Educational institutionswill not reopenbefore July

Faridabad
Policeissues
directiveson
facemasks
Gurgaon:Facedwithapos-
sibility that criminal ele-
mentsinFaridabaddistrict
couldmisusethedirection
tomandatorilywearface-
masksandcommitcrimes
while concealing their
identitybeforeCCTVcam-
eras, Faridabad Police
CommissionerKKRaohas
directed thatpersonsvis-
itingplaceslikebanksand
jewellery shopswill have
to remove theirmasks in
front of the establish-
ment’sCCTVcamerasbe-
foreenteringthepremises.

Foodkitsfor
migrantkids
New Delhi: Volunteers
with the Delhi
Commission for the
Protectionof ChildRights
have been distributing
foodkitsandmaskstomi-
grantchildrenonthemove
atscreeningcentresbefore
boardingbusesandtrains
andatDelhi’sborders.The
kitscompriseofitemsthat
canbeconsumedwithout
cooking. So far, around
8,000 suchpackets have
been distributed to mi-
grants, alongwith5 lakh
additional packets of bis-
cuitstochildren.

NorthMCD
teachershold
silentprotest
NewDelhi:SeveralNorth
civic body teachers are
registering their protest
against non-paymentof
salaries for over two
months by wearing
black bands while dis-
tributing rations amid
the lockdown. Ram
Niwas Solanki, general
secretary of the MCD
teachers’ association,
said such protests will
continue until the
salaries are paid.ENS

BRIEFLY
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SSaalluuttiinng thg the Corone Corona Warriorsa Warriors

ADVERTORIAL

Rising to the Covid Challenge - Uttarakhand
An app & technology at the heart of Uttarakhand fight against Covid-19

After a brief control over the spread of the novel
coronavirus, number of Covid-19 cases in the
state are on rise with return of migrant
Uttarakhandis but hosts need to not worry for
their safety from the virus as under the
guidance of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Trivendra Singh Rawat government has
geared up the machinery and health services
to contain the spread of virus and cure of the
infected patients.

Sensing the situation on time, the state
government has increased the laboratories for
test of samples. Till April, when samples from
Garhwal region were being collected in Doon
Hospital and were being sent to medical
college in Haldwani for tests, now samples are
being tested also in Doon Medical College, All
India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
Rishikesh, and another private lab in
Dehradun. A senior health department official
said that more labs are likely to be made
operational to increase the sampling and
testing rate in view of influx of returnee
migrants in coming days.

As WHO has declared the novel coronavirus
epidemic as Public Health Emergency of
International Concern (PHEIC) under IHR
(International Health Regulation), in that
context, the Trivendra Singh Rawat
government has strengthened the surveillance
and control measures across the state. The
state government has made isolation and
institutional quarantine facilities operational in
all districts. Also, to combat the pandemic, the
government has operationalised 15 dedicated
Covid-19 hospitals and 96 facilities. Besides
state level controls by the Health department
and the police, similar control rooms have
been made operational in all 13 districts to
provide all kind of medical and psychological
help to people and effective surveillance round
the clock. Further, district magistrates and
Chief Medical Officers have been given free
hands to take decisions for containing the
spread of virus.

Also, the government has introduced a new
initiative for tele-medicine service through e-
Sanjeevani OPD, an online portal for tele-
consultation. Following focus on treatment of
infected persons, 64 people have been cured
and discharged from the hospitals so far. Four
deaths of Covid-19 infected people have
occurred but responsible officials and experts
have ruled out corona as cause of death.

Using the technology and human resource, the
state machinery is all prepared to face the
challenge of returnees coming in bulk as over

violators are booked in appropriate sections of
law.

Taking care of corona warriors, the state
government has announced life insurance for
corona warriors working in front line to manage
the pandemic. The District administration has
laid down guidelines to maintain social
distancing at work places and provide
essential goods at door steps of elderly who
are prone to Covid-19 virus due to low
immunity.

The closure of educational institutions due to
the Corona epidemic has disrupted studies of
students globally. Sensing the situation of
pandemic timely, Uttarakhand government
had timely taken the decision to close the
educational institutions and protect students
from infection. But that disturbed the academic
schedules in the schools and colleges. But this
disruption has created new dimensions to
studies.

To prevent the community transmission,
schools and colleges are adopting technology-
led holistic solutions to overcome the
challenge and help the classrooms continue
non-stop. Dehradun continues to play a
leading role in this. Many universities are
conducting training programs for their faculty
through various mobile applications of video
chat. Teachers are sending assignments to
students on-line and students are responding
to that.
Today, Dehradun is ready to fight this
challenge by incorporating some of the
emerging technologies in the education sector,
including flipped classrooms, active learning
classrooms, MOOCs, collaborative distance
learning etc. in its education model.

Similar technologies are being used in the
government offices and private sector
establishments too. People are holding
meetings through video-conferencing. They
prefer working from home and visiting offices
only in unavoidable situations and that too with
minimum staff there.

Likewise, restaurants are providing home
delivery and other sectors too are doing same
thing to maintaining social distancing. Use of
sanitisers and masks has become part of life in
offices and workshops. Industrial units have
started their operations but staff are being
called in various shifts to maintain social
distancing and keep as many as possible
labourers on roll.

2.52 lakh registrations have been done for
coming to Uttarakhand. The state government
decided to not leave its people lurch in other
states in them time of crisis and it is arranging
trains and buses to bring them back after they
lost livelihood due to lockdown. So far, over
1.64 lakh people have already come from
Delhi, Haryana, Maharashtra, Chandigarh,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Karnataka and
other states. Every one reaching by buses of
trains or those entering by private vehicles are
being screened at state and district borders
and symptomatic people are being put in
inst i tut ional quarantine or isolat ion.
Asymptomatic are being put in home
quarantine where ASHA workers and
anganwadi workers are daily monitoring health

of quarantined people.

In a similar and advanced move for prevention
of transmission of coronavirus, Dehradun
administration under the guidance and
supervision of district magistrate Ashish
Kumar Srivastava, is getting installed a GPS-
based application IGiS Geo-Locator in the
smart phone of every person who enters
Dehradun from other states and districts. Use
of this technology is proving effective in
tracking the movement of people put in home
quarantine after their arrival from any other
district or the state during the lockdown. If
anybody violates quarantine, that app
generates alert to the Integrated Command
and Control Room that informs the local police

to act immediately.

For those people who don't have smart phones
and are in quarantine, anganwadi and ASHA
workers have been directed to do the
monitoring and ensure that people follow home
quarantine.

District Magistrates are notifying containment
areas considering Corona positive cases in
cities to prevent community spread. Till
Tuesday, there were 19 containment zones in
different districts including Dehradun (2),
Haridwar (13) and Udham Singh Nagar (4).
District administration staff and the policemen
keeping vigil across the city ensure that
lockdown norms are being followed and

Control Room : Round the Clock Monitoring
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UTTARPRADESH
8,505 262 56

Foreignentrants:None

TAMILNADU
12,605 938 79

Foreignentrants:3

RAJASTHAN
16,175 252 120

Foreignentrants:NA

KERALA
2,256 58 31

Foreignentrants: 17

ANDHRAPRADESH
9,504 131 61

Foreignentrants:None

KARNATAKA
15,728 141 90

Foreignentrants:None

HARYANA
3,743 202 None

Foreignentrants: None

■Samplestested

■Positivecases
■ Migrants

A look at howCovid-19 case counts in states
are changing asmigrants return home

CASECOUNT: THECHANGINGPICTURE

States’ data for last 24hours, updatedup to9pmonMay30

SUKHBIRSIWACH
CHANDIGARH,MAY30

WITHINDUSTRIESopeningupin
Haryanafollowingtherelaxation
in lockdown restrictions, almost
65,000migrantworkers in the
statehavedecidedagainstreturn-
ingtotheirhomestates.
“Eleventrainswerecancelled

afterwefoundlesspeoplewilling
toreturntotheirstates.Initially,as
many as 2,000 people used to
reachthestationswhenwecalled
1,600. Now,whenwe call 1,600
people, only 600-700 turnupat
stationstogobacktotheirstates,”
HaryanaCIDchiefAnilKumarRao
told The IndianExpressonFriday.
An ADGP-rank officer, Rao has
beenmonitoring themovement
ofmigrantworkers and coordi-
natingwithofficersofotherstates.
He said they had planned a

special train to Odisha to take
1,600 migrant workers home.
“Today, I receiveda textmessage
fromaseniorofficerinOdishathat
only300workersarewillingtore-
turntotheirstate,”saidRao.
Accordingtoofficials,besides

the resumptionof industrial ac-
tivities,manymigrant labourers
donotwishtoreturnnowasthey
workwithfarmersandareeyeing
workopportunitiesintheupcom-
ingpaddysowingseason.
According toRao, asmanyas

3.25lakhworkershavebeensent
totheirhomestatesfromHaryana
on96trainsand5,200buses.
According to officials, about

1.13lakhpeopleoutofthe3.2lakh
whowere recently contacted to
besenthomewerefoundtohave
already reached home. About
65,000werenotwillingtoreturn.
Morethan80,000stillwanttogo
backand97per cent arewaiting
forgovernmentassistanceforthe
journey.Morethan60,000phone
numbersmentionedintheappli-
cationswerefoundtobeinvalid.
PrincipalSecretary(transport)

AnuragRastogi said resumption
ofeconomicactivitiesmighthave
promptedmany ofmigrants to
stayback. “Theremust be a feel-
ingthatwhattheywouldachieve
byreturningnow.Travellingback
may also be challenging ,” said
Rastogi, also monitoring the
movementofworkers.

IRAMSIDDIQUE,
MOHAMEDTHAVER&
SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI,MAY30

AN ESTIMATED 24 lakh inter-
state migrants have left
Maharashtra since the the na-
tion-wide lockdown began on
March25,withover75per cent
fromMumbaiandtheextended
MumbaiMetropolitan Region,
accordingtoofficialestimates.
Whilenearly11.24lakhleftin

781-odd Shramik Special trains
that have operated sinceMay 1,
another 5 lakh workers were
droppedtovariousstateborders
in state transport buses and
around8.5lakhleftinprivateve-
hiclestodestinationsoutsidethe
stateaswellaswithin.
Thisnumber—calculatedac-

cordingtothenumberofpermits

issued for groups that travelled
this way — does not include
thosewhowalked, drove in au-
tos, taxis, or hitched rides in
trucks,temposandoilandfreight
containers.Officialssaytheseun-
registered departures could go
upto15lakhormore.
However,sinceMay27,there

hasbeenadeclineintheregistra-
tion of fresh applications at po-
lice stations, as well as in the
number of Shramik Specials
leavingfrommajorinter-citysta-
tions inMaharashtra, indicating
that the reversemigrationmay
havesloweddownfornow.
On Saturday, 20 trains left

fromMaharashtra, down from
30 on Friday. Only 12 trains are
expected to leave on Sunday,
with the number set to trickle
down to one or two each day
startingnextweek.
A senior official from

Mantralaya pointed out that
30,000workers remainon their
registersandtheywouldbesent
insome20ShramikSpecialsover
thenextoneweek.
“Theworkers left behindare

largely fromWest Bengal, who
willrequiresome10trainsanda
few others fromNortheastern

states where train operations
werehitduetoa landslide,”said
theofficial.
Additional Chief Secretary

(Revenue) Nitin Kareer, who
heads the nodal team for the
movementofmigrantsfromthe
state, said, “We have catered to
over 11.24 lakh workers who

have left in 780-odd Shramik
Specials. Therewillbeabout10-
12trainsleavingonSundayanda
few more over the next one
week.We’llrequireanother30or
sotrainsandwiththat,we’llclear
thedemand thatwas registered
with us by nextweek. By then,
we would have run about 810
Shramik Specials.” The govern-
ment,hesaid,will takefreshap-
plications if theycomeup.
ARailwaysofficial explained

that the demand for Shramik
Specials peaked in the second
weekofMay,withmorethan50
trains operating each day be-
tweenMay20andMay26,when
74trainsoperatedonasingleday.
“Afterthat,only27trainsde-

partedonMay27,followedby30
trains on bothMay 28 and 29,”
saidaCentralRailwaysofficial.
Mumbai Police spokesper-

son DCP Pranaya Ashok said,

“Between 7-8 lakh migrants
have left from Mumbai, of
whom5lakhleftintrainsand1.5
lakh in buses.We believe there
are nearly 2-3 lakh migrant
workers remaining in the city
currently.”
Policestationstoohavebeen

reportingadropinfreshapplica-
tionsfromworkersseekingtick-
ets to go home. An official from
the Agripada police station in
Mumbai said, “In the last two
days, we have not received any
newapplication.”
With the drop in registra-

tions, police are now clubbing
new applicationswith those in
adjoining zones. “Whatever ap-
plications we now receive, we
willcontactthezonefromwhere
thetrainsareleavingandwilltry
to accommodate them in their
trains," said an official from
Malabarpolicestation.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY30

UNION HOME Minister Amit
ShahonSaturdaysuggestedthat
arrangements to sendmigrant
labourers homewerenotmade
inthefirstphaseof lockdownor
earlierbecausethegovernment
wanted to protect them from
Covid-19 and use the time to
build health infrastructure in
theirhomestates.
“We are sensitive to themi-

grantworkers. Inthefirstmonth
of the lockdown, ourmain con-
cernwasthatevenif themigrant
workers face some difficulty,
they should be protected from
Covid19,thatthesepeopleleave
gradually.Andwhentheydo,all
facilities in their home state are
inplace,thehospitalsareingood
shape, the quarantine facilities
and doctors are ready. So we
started their movement from
May1,”Shahsaidinaninterview
toAajTak.
“ThroughoutApril,wemade

sure they were provided food
and shelter and we sent Rs
11,000 crore to collectors to set
up camps. FromApril 20, states
had started running buses to
ferrymigrantworkers.Thisway,
41 lakh migrant workers
reachedtheirdestinationbefore
May 10. These are people who
have gone on government ex-
penses,”headded.
“Thereisrumourthatevery-

onepaid for their tickets. Iwant
tomakeitclearthateitherstates
havepaidfortheticketsorreim-
bursed after migrants reached
their destination.Of this, 85per
centhasbeenpaidbytheCentre
through Railways,” the Home
Minister said.
Hesaidthemaximumnum-

ber ofmigrants had reachedUP
and Bihar, but both states had
ensured food, shelter and quar-
antine.“Still,peoplewholostpa-
tience left on their own. They
struggled. The Centre through
video conference organised a
systemthatbusesbe runonthe
highways and these people be
takentorailwaystationsforshel-
ter. And then trains were run
fromsuchstations.Buttherewas
some chaos in the whole

process, I agree. I feel their pain.
It would have been nice if they
hadn’t left,” Shah said, adding
that 1 crore migrant workers
havereachedhome.
Ontrainstakingdaystoreach

their destinations, he said, “The
route on which 13 trains nor-
mally run, 70 trains were run.
Thiscreatedmassivecongestion.
That is why trains took time to
reach. But all the people were
provided food.”
Shah said states had sup-

portedtheCentre’sefforts.While
mentioning thatWest Bengal
wasreluctanttoreceiveshramik
special trains, he said, “We
should not look at data to judge
who is doingwell. Everyone is
putting in the best possible ef-
forts.Everystatehascooperated
with the Centre in the fight
againstCovid...Leaveasidesome
people with a twisted view...
Everyone has appreciated the
Modigovernment.”
“...the entire country has

been united in this fight. First
peopleparticipatedintheJanata
curfew,thenlightingofthelamp
andbeatingofutensilsandthen
thearmedforcespayinghomage
to coronawarriors. For the first
time I sawonenation, one peo-
pleandonewill,”hesaid,adding,
“...people have suffered. Many
havediedaswell.Butifwecom-
pare India’s situation to the rest
of theworld,wehavedonevery
well under the leadership of
NarendraModi.”
On the crisis on Sino-Indian

border in eastern Ladakh, Shah
said the matter was being re-
solved through diplomatic and
militarychannels.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MAY30

AS THE panic over coronavirus
subsides, and lockdown restric-
tionsareeasedinIndiaandcoun-
triesabroad,alargechunkofmore
than 4 lakh expatriates from
Keralawhohad registeredwith
the state government to return
homeareunlikely to comeback,
accordingtoofficials,expertsand
feedbackfromtheground.
Inall,4.13lakhexpatshadreg-

isteredwiththestategovernment
to return.Nearly half of the total
registrations are fromUAE, ac-
cordingtodataavailable.Anesti-
mated 22 lakh expats from the
state are based abroad,with 18
lakh of them in Gulf andWest
Asiancountries.
Accordingtofiguresavailable

with the government, job losses
areaminorreasonforthosehav-
ing registered to return with
NORKAROOTS, the state agency
forexpats—at61,009outof 4.13
lakh, it is 14.77per cent of those
registered. Statistics show17per
centofthoseregisteredareonan-
nualvacationabroad,while9per
cent reported that their visa has
expired. Senior citizens, children
andpregnantwomenform7per
centof thoseregistered.
According to official data,

16,474people fromabroadhave
returnedtothestateuntilnow—
either by flights or ships—ason
May29.
ProfSIrudayaRajan,member

of thestateexpertpaneladvising
theChiefMinisteronCovid-19sit-
uation and a prominent scholar
oninternationalmigration,saidas
normalcyreturns,orpeoplelearn
tolivewiththevirus,alargechunk
ofexpatswouldtrytostaybackat
their present destination. Those
wholostjobsabroadwouldtryfor
other avenues, andmanywould
re-migrate to newdestinations,
hesaid.“Bytheendofthisyear,we
canexpectamaximumof1 lakh
expatsbackinKerala,”Rajansaid.
Rajan saidmuchof the initial

numbers seen in registration of

expats to return toKeralawas a
panicreaction.“Onlyexpatsinthe
priority category–mainlypreg-
nantwomen,theindisposed,the
agedandpeoplewhosevisashave
expired—are now returning in
evacuationflights.”
Surveysconductedbyseveral

local bodies inKerala found few
expressedtheirintentiontoreturn.
For instance, inKannur’sMadayi
panchayat,whichhas12,000ex-
patsinGulfoutofthevillage’spop-
ulationof40,000,onlyabout1,100
wanted to return. “Manyarenot
keen to return due to bleak
prospectsbackhome,”panchayat
vice-presidentMPavithransaid.
In Thrissur's Chavakkadmu-

nicipality, only1,094outof 4,500
expats fromtheareaworking in
theGulfevincedinteresttoreturn,
and a similar feedbackwas re-
ceivedfromlocal-self-government
bodiesinMalappuramdistrict.
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SANTOSHSINGH
MAHESHPUR(KATIHAR),
MAY30

“WEHAVE some stock ofmaize
fornow,wewill laterthinkabout
what we need to do,” says
MohammedSabir, 23, a resident
ofMaheshpur in Bihar’s Katihar
district.Maize, themain crop of
theSeemanchalbelt,hasjustbeen
harvested and nearly every
householdintheMaheshpurpan-
chayatareahasstoredsome.
A motorcycle mechanic in

Gurgaon for the last sevenyears,
Sabir isamongaround2,000mi-
grantworkerswho returned last
monthtoMaheshpurafterindus-
tries and shops shut down be-
causeof thelockdown.
“Iusedtofixindicatorsofmo-

torcycles andwas earning about
Rs7,000permonth.Iwasalsoable
to sendRs2,000 tomyparents. I
tookaShramikSpecialtraintore-
turnas Iwasrunningoutof cash.
TherewasnowordyetonwhenI
couldresumemyjob,”saysSabir,

whogotmarriedlastyear.
But now, like theotherswho

cameback,he isuncertainabout
thefuture.
“There isnoworkexceptsea-

sonalemploymentavailabledur-
ingpaddyandmaizesowingand
harvesting.Wehaveno agricul-
tural land either. Sooner or later,
wewill have to return,” he says,
adding that he regrets not going
toschool.
Maheshpur panchayat, bor-

dering West Bengal, is the re-
motestpartofKatihar.Amajority
ofitsresidentsaremarginalfarm-

ers and the rest either dailywa-
gers,part-timeworkersorunem-
ployed.Thepanchayatareaiseco-
nomically backward—of its
populationof 15,000, only3,600
familyheadsarerationcardhold-
ers. Over 90 per cent of its resi-
dents live in thatched,mudand
asbestos-coveredhouses.Several
households have at least one
memberworkingoutsideBihar.
But this is the first time they

haveexperienced joblessnesson
thisscale,saysMohammedBabul,
35,whowasworkinginKolkatafor
thelast15yearsasadailywager.“I
willworkhere,evenforlessmoney.
But where are the jobs?”
heasks.“MGNREGAdailywageof
Rs177 is low.Weare justwaiting
forthecrisistogetoverandreturn.”
AkshaySingh,theformerhead

of the Maheshpur panchayat,
says, “Though we have three
crops,thereisstillalotofpoverty.
It is becausemost residents are
marginal farmers.MGNREGA is
notabletoholdbackpeopleasit’s
wages are not acceptable to
many.”

Industriesopen,65,000Haryana
migrantsdropplanstogohome

Kochi: There is another
sectionofexpatswhoare
nowlookingtoflyback—
thesepeoplehadreached
Kerala before the lock-
down and got stranded
here. The Kerala govern-
ment will now launch a
registration system to
help this segment.
NORKA ROOTS vice-

chairman KVaradarajan
said,“Wearegettingmany
queriesandrequestsfrom
expats who have got
trapped in the wake of
lockdown.Theyhavevalid
job visa.Many are (now)
gettingcallsfromtheirem-
ployers(inforeignshores)
tojoinbackforduty.Sowe
have decided to launch a
registrationsystem.” ENS

Some who
arrived before
lockdown
eye return

As lockdown eases
and panic subsides,
many Kerala expats
unwilling to return

781 Shramik trains left Maharashtra, 30 more needed: officials

MEANWHILE, INDELHI:RamDass,apainter,waits forworkalongwithothers inWest
Delhi’sLabourChowk,onSaturday.Hesayshehasrentedouthis7bighasof land inUttar
Pradeshsincehe isnotgoodat farming. “Delhi ismyhome. Itgivesmebreadandbutter,why
should I leave?Thesituation isbadbut itwillnotbethesameforever.”RenukaPuri

Back in Bihar, migrants count
days until they can return

Migrantsbackhomein
Maheshpur. SantoshSingh

ArrivingatKalupurstation,andlookingforwardtoaberth
andnearly2,000kmjourneytoWestBengal. JavedRaja

Future in lapofpresent.Together they leavetheYamuna
SportsComplexcampbehind.Destination:home. AmitMehra

GOODBYE, BIG CITY LIGHTS

ForKanpurresidentsRamParvesh,wholosthisfactoryjobinDelhiduringlockdown,andhiswife,Saturdaycameasa
relief inmorewaysthana10-degreedropinthreedayscanmeasure.Afterweeksofheat—fromthemercuryandthe
pandemic—theywalktocatchabushome.Sharingtheweightof luggage,andaweightoff theirshoulders.PraveenKhanna

AHMEDABAD:8:30AM

DELHI:1:28PM

UponarrivalatCharbaghstation,Mumbaimerijaanseemsa
notefromthepast—atleastfornow.VishalSrivastav

Meena,withher12-day-oldinfant,awaitsherturnfor
verificationbeforeboardingthetraintoUP. GurmeetSingh

LUDHIANA:3:45PM

LUCKNOW:1:30PM

GHAZIABAD:2PM

‘Wanted to ensure
health infra in home
states before letting
migrants return’

AttheLokmanyaTilakTerminus inMumbai.PradipDas

HomeMinisterAmitShah
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KARISHMAMEHROTRA
NEWDELHI,MAY30

ASINDIA’Slockdownrelaxesfur-
ther, the ICMRhas reintroduced
itsadvicetostatestouseantibody
tests to gauge the extent of out-
breakand“guidepolicymakers”.
Thiscomesadayafteranew

research paper published by
ICMR, the country's apex insti-
tution in biomedical research,
signalledrisingcoronaviruspos-
itivityinpatientshospitalisedfor
severe acute respiratory illness
(SARI), and has called formore
population-basedstudies.
Morethanamonthsincethe

Council had revoked its advice
due to faulty results, it has now
suggestedsurveyswithantibody
kits --- knownas sero-surveys -
--tofocusonworkerswhohave
returned home from other
states, those who live in dense
settings suchas slumsorpoorly
ventilatedbuildingslikeold-age
homes;peoplewhoworkinthe
press, industrial units or as
labourers; vendors; the staff in
municipalbodies;peopleincon-
tainmentzones;policeandpara-
military personnel, and prison
officials, amongothers.
Callingformorepopulation-

levelsurveillance,thenewICMR
researchpublishedonFridayin-
dicates a rising Covid positivity
rateinSARIpatients.TheCouncil
has continuously stated that
testingofSARIpatientscanhelp
gaugetheextentof theoutbreak
byunderstandinghowmanypa-

tients whowere not known to
have Covid-19 are hospitalised
for severe symptoms and later
foundpositive for thevirus.
Of nearly 70,000 tests con-

ducted on SARI patients be-
tween January 22 and April 30,
the ICMR study says 4,204 peo-
ple --- 6.1 per cent --- were re-
ported positive for Covid-19.
Unlike antibody tests, these RT-
PCRtestsareused fordiagnosis.
This is a significant increase

inconfirmedcoronavirusamong
SARI patients from previous
ICMR research. FromMarch 22
toMarch28,thisratewas1.7per
cent,whileitwas2.6percentbe-
tweenMarch29andApril 2.
OnMarch 22, ICMR shifted

from random surveillance of
SARI patients to testing all SARI
patients, indicating that the

jump in positivity likely came
fromthe tests inApril.
“Because the testingcriteria,

exceptforSARI,requireexposure
to apositive case,weareuncer-
tain about the transmission
among unlinked individuals in
thecommunity.... Implementing
othermethods of surveillance,
such as population-based and
sentinel-site-based,willhelpun-
derstand the trends better.” the
newICMRresearchstates.
Uncategorised cases and

tests were a large chunk of the
data — 44 per cent and 56 per
cent, respectively.
Thenewresearchexamined

more than 10 lakh tested indi-
viduals.Thecategoriesincluded
in the analysis up until April 30
were symptomatic contacts of
Covid-positive cases, sympto-

matic international travelers,
symptomatichealth carework-
ers, hospitalised SARI patients,
symptomaticpeopleinhotspots,
asymptomaticcontactsofcases,
and asymptomatic healthcare
workers who contacted cases
withoutadequateprotection.
Since then, the testing strat-

egy has expanded to include
symptomaticreturneesandmi-
grants, hospitalised patients
who then develop symptoms,
and frontlineworkers.
SARI patients have had the

second-highestpositivityrateof
all testing categories, second
onlytosymptomaticcontactsof
positive cases (10.3), according
to thepaper.
India testedmore asympto-

matic people — a quarter of all
tests — than symptomatic peo-
ple (17 per cent of all tests).
However,thenumberofcasesof
asymptomaticandsymptomatic
people is almost equal at 11,295
and10,607, respectively.
Specifically, asymptomatic

family contacts make up the
highestnumberofcases(25per
cent)andtests(20percent), the
studyreports.
At the national level, the av-

eragenumberofcontactstested
fromonecasewassix, thestudy
stated. The lowest contact-trac-
ing states includeMaharashtra
(7.6 contacts tested from one
case), Delhi (8.9), Gujarat (11.7),
Madhya Pradesh (11.6), and
Telangana (14.4).

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

SANDEEPASHAR
MUMBAI,MAY30

WHILE THECentre has allowed
shopsandbusinessesoutsidecon-
tainment zones to resume from
June 1 onwards,Maharashtra is
unlikely to alloweconomic and
other activities to resume inone
go in Mumbai and other red
zones, even outside designated
containmentzones.
Asondate,thestatehas3,169

containmentzones,ofwhich684
areinMumbaiand65areinPune,
the state's twomajor hotspots.
Thane district has 177 contain-
mentzones. It isexpectedthatas
per the new MHA guidelines,
therewillbenoactivitiesinthese
areas,butofficialsourcessaideven
outsidethecontainmentareasin
19designatedredzonedmunici-
palcorporationsinthestate,peo-
ple canat themost look forward
onlytoagradualeasingoutofre-
strictions.That includesMumbai
andPune.
Keen to avoid anew flare-up

ofcases,thestatehasplanstoper-
mit standalone shops to remain
openonlyontwoorthreedaysof
theweek for now.Aspart of the
state’s soon-to-be released re-
vised lockdown guidelines,
sources said that peoplewill be
advised to restrict shopping to
neighbourhood shops andavoid
travellingtodistantmarketplaces.
TheUnionHomeMinistryon

Saturday,whileissuingguidelines
for Lockdown 5.0, announced
consideringeasingofrestrictions
outside of containment zones.
Under thenewguidelines, it has
permittedoffices, industries and

shopsinnon-containmentzones
acrossIndiatofunctionfrom9am
to5pmdaily.However,italsogave
states the “freedom tonot open
themorput suitable restrictions
if theydeem it necessary for the
containmentofcoronaoutbreak.”
With the suburban rail un-

likelytoresumeintheimmediate
future, the first phase of
Maharashtra’s ownunlock plan
forMumbaidoesnotinvolveper-
mittingprivate offices toopen. If
anything,offices,fornow,willonly
beallowedtocallskeletalstafffor
general upkeep and emergency
operations. The restwill be en-
couraged to continueworking
fromhome.
Attheepicentreofcoronavirus

infectionsinIndia,Mumbaihasso
far reported 38.220 cases and
1,227deaths.While tradeassoci-
ations and industry bodies have
been lobbying for reopening of

the city’s economy, sources con-
firmed that the Uddhav
Thackeray-led coalition govern-
ment continues to bewary of a
surgeofcasesafterreopening,and
so has adopted a slower and a
multi-phasedapproachof lifting
curbsoneconomicactivity.Earlier
this week, the Federation of
Associations of Maharashtra, a
traders’ body representing 781
trader associations, had ap-
proachedThackeray seeking the
openingofbothretailandwhole-
sale shops for at least somedays
of theweek.
Acceding to the request,

sourcessaidthegovernmenthas
planned phased resumption of
markets areas and shops except
formalls andmarket complexes
in all the 19 red zones including
Mumbai. A senior official said,
“The plan being considered for
nowistopermitmarketareasand

shopstooperateatthelevelof33
percentshops.”
While the local bodies will

have the freedom to decide the
requiredarrangements,thegov-
ernmentisexpectedtoinsiston
a couple of options in this re-
gard. This including permitting
shopsoneithersideontheroad
or lane to open on alternate
days, or grouping shops invari-
oustwoorthreecategoriestobe
open three or two days aweek
respectively.
“This approach allows us to

stagger the crowds and avoid
overcrowding,”theofficialadded.
WhiletheCentrehasalsoper-

mitted temples, shrines, hotels,
restaurants, andmalls to reopen
after June 8, sources in the
Maharashtra government said
thatadecisiononthesewouldbe
takenafterreviewingtheinfection
graphaftertheinitialreopenings.

Officialscollectbloodsamples fromresidentsof asociety in
Mumbai forconductinganti-bodytests. NirmalHarindran

Year of dissapointment,
disastrous management
and diabolical pain: CongUNLOCK1.0

Lockdown till
June 15; malls,
restaurants to
reopen June 8

Maharashtra takes it slow: Curbs
may stay in Mumbai, other red zones

Keentoavoidanewflare-upof cases, thestateplans topermitstandaloneshopstoremain
openonlyontwoorthreedaysof theweekfornow.AshishKale

Curbs relaxed in
Ahmedabad on
bus services

Uttarakhand
minister’s wife
tests positive JOHNSONTA

BENGALURU,MAY30

AN ESTIMATED 44 per cent of
households across Karnataka
have been classified in the “risk
category”forCovidbecausethey
haveeitherseniorcitizensand/or
pregnant, lactatingwomen.
This is the result of a survey

being conducted by the
Karnatakagovernmentaspartof
its Covid containment plan to
compileahealth registerof citi-
zenswithspecificfocusoniden-
tifyingthoseabove60whohave
underlyinghealthproblems.
There are an estimated 1.68

crorehouseholdsinthestateand
the surveyhas, sinceMay5, cov-
ered72percentofthehouseholds.
It has counted 51.53 lakh

householdswithseniorcitizens
and 4.38 lakh householdswith
pregnant, lactatingwomen.
Of householdswith seniors,

aroundthreepercentwerefound
as thosewith “elderly persons
suffering from high BP/dia-

betes/cardiacproblem.''
Officialsunderlinedthatthis

door-to-door survey is cursory
butexhaustive. “Adoor-to-door
survey of the entire population
of Karnatakawasdone through
teachers, government staff and
booth level officers, totalling
about 60,000 officials. The data
is being entered into the state’s
health watch mobile app and
web application,'' saidMunish
Moudgil,theIASofficerincharge
of thestateCovid19war room.
The survey will help local

health workers track and sup-
portvulnerablehouseholds,the
official said.
“Basic questionswere asked

rather than interpretational
ones. Is there a pregnant or lac-
tatingwomaninthehousehold?
Number of persons above 60
yearsofage?Numberofpersons

above 60 having BP or diabetes
or heart problem? Number of
persons with breathlessness,
fever or cough and cold. Yes to
anyone of the questionsmakes
the household vulnerable,''
Moudgil said.
“This survey is at the house-

hold levelandnodetailsof indi-

viduals other than theheadof a
household are collected,'' ac-
cordingtostatehealthcommis-
sionerPankajPandey.
“Covid has demonstrated

that comprehensive public
health data is the key to act de-
cisivelyandswiftly.Ourgovern-
ment is planning tomaintain a

Health Registry of Citizens,''
Karnataka medical education
minister Dr K Sudhakar said on
socialmedia.
A household heath risk as-

sessment app has been devel-
oped by the Karnataka Covid
war roomwhich identifies vul-
nerable households in an elec-
tionbootharea inorder to facil-
itate intervention by health
workersintheeventofadisease
outbreak.
Accordingtothesurveillance

policy,healthworkerswillcheck
on high risk-households on a
dailybasisinCovidcontainment
zones, twice a week in buffer
zones and in other areas on the
basisofassessmentofsituations
byhealthofficials.
Tracking of cases of Severe

AcuteRespiratory Infectionand
InfluenzaLikeIllnessesshowing
upatclinics, trackingofpersons
buying medicines for fever,
cough and cold at pharmacies,

tracking foreign, domestic trav-
ellersandwatchingprimaryand
secondary contacts of persons
who test positive for Covid are
amongothersurveillancemeas-
ures inKarnataka.
The state has seen a spike in

Covidcasesfollowingthereturn
ofmigrants.SinceMay23,atotal
of1179Covidpositivecaseshave
been recorded in the statewith
70percentof thecasesinvolving
returneesfromMaharashtraand
Mumbai inparticular tovarious
districts in thestate.
On Saturday, 141 caseswere

recorded after an all-time high
of 248 cases Friday. On an aver-
age, 147 cases have been
recorded each day over the last
eight days compared to around
50witnessed until the second
week of May. There have been
49Coviddeathsinthestatewith
28 involving persons above the
ageof60withunderlyinghealth
conditions.

PassengersatKempegowdaAirport inBengaluruafter
arriving inaspecialA-I flight fromFrankfurt,onSaturday.PTI

Karnataka goes door to door to track high-risk homes

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY30

TERMINGTHEfirstyearofPrime
Minister Narendra Modi-led
government’s second term as
“an year of accomplishments
and unimaginable challenges”
facedwith “bold decisions”, BJP
President JPNaddaonSaturday
saidthegovernment’sapproach
has been holistic. He said PM
Modi's call for Atmanirbhar
Bharat inthewakeof thecoron-
avirus pandemic will be based
on a “progressive approach, not
regressive”.
Addressingthemediaonthe

first anniversary of ‘Modi gov-
ernment 2.0’, Nadda empha-
sised that the government took
boldandtimelydecisionsby in-
volving people to combat the
pandemicandwonpraisesfrom
all across theworld.
“While many big, powerful

countries found themselves
helpless against Covid-19, the
situation is under control
in India.”
Nadda listed the abrogation

ofArticle370,whichhesaidhas
successfullybrought thepeople
of JammuandKashmir into the
mainstream, changing of citi-
zenship laws, strengthening of
anti-terrorlawsandbankmerg-

ersamongsignificant successes
of the government. He said the
Congress for long tried to delay
a decision on the Ayodhya case
but theModi government has
formed a trust to construct the
Ramtemple.
Asked about the Prime

Minister’s call for self-reliant
India,Naddasaid it isnotmeant
tobringbackLicenceRajandthe
government’s approachwill be
progressive.Heannouncedthat
thepartywillholddigital rallies
across the country tomark the
first anniversary of ‘Modi gov-
ernment2.0’.
Meanwhile, HomeMinister

Amit Shah said the first year of
theModi government’s second
termwasfullofhistoricachieve-
ments and that it has corrected
many “historic wrongs” while
laying the foundation for a self-
reliant India.

JPNadda

Nadda: 1 yr of Modi
govt’s 2nd term full
of accomplishments

‘COVIDSITUATIONUNDERCONTROLIN INDIA’

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY30

AS THENarendraModi-ledgov-
ernment completed six years in
office, theCongress on Saturday
describedthe firstyearof its sec-
ondtermasayearof“disappoint-
ment, disastrousmanagement
anddiabolical pain”. Overall, the
mainOpposition party said the
BJPgovernmentseemedtobe“at
war”with the people, inflicting
woundsinsteadofhealingthem.
Sayingthatmorethan50peo-

ple died in the Shramik special
trains,theCongressalsocalledon
RailwayMinisterPiyushGoyalto
resigntakingmoralresponsibility
forthelossof lives.
The Congress,which has at-

tacked the government over its
handling of the Covid-19 out-
break, alsodemanded that a vir-
tual sessionof Parliamentbe im-
mediately convened and
meetings of various parliamen-
tarycommitteesbeheld.
Addressing a joint press con-

ference, All India Congress
Committee(AICC)generalsecre-
taryKCVenugopalandCongress
communication department
head Randeep Surjewala said
Prime Minister Modi came to
power making extraordinary
promises. But he delivered very
little, they said, be it on creating
two crore jobs every year, dou-
blingoffarmincome,strengthen-
ing the rupee or bringing back
blackmoney.
Thegovernment,theyalleged,

hassystematicallysubjugatedall
democratic institutions, stifled
dissent, showna complete aver-
sion to accountability and trans-
parency,persecutedpoliticallead-
ers andcritics includingauthors,
writers, thinkers and journalists,
andmisused investigative agen-
cies and the Income Tax
Departmentinthelastsixyears.

“ThesixyearsoftheModidis-
pensation have seen fraying of
bondsofempathy, fraternityand
brotherhoodwith an increase in
acts of communal and sectarian
violence,”Venugopalsaid,adding
that at the start of the seventh
year,“Indiastandsatacrossroads.
Its citizens exhausted by the
weightof thisgovernment’ssins,
ineptitudeandcallousinsensitiv-
itytothewidespreadsuffering.”
“Over the last six years, India

witnessedasteadyincreaseinthe
politics of distraction and false
noise, to thepoint that it has be-
comeadefiningmainstayof the
Modi government’s administra-
tivestyle.While it servedthepo-
liticalinterestsoftheBJP,itcameat
anunprecedentedeconomicand
socialcosttothenation,”hesaid.
Unemployment, he said,

touched a 45-year high and the
GDP shows “Grossly Declining
Performance”.Thesixyearsofthe
Modi government also saw
32,868bankfraudsinvolvingpub-
licmoney to the tune of Rs 2.70
lakhcrores,Venugopaladded.
“ThesixyearsofModigovern-

ment haveproven that it priori-
tizes the ‘haves’ over the ‘have-
nots’. The richhavegotten richer
whilethepoor,needyandvulner-
ablehavebeenabandoned. India
nowhas thehighest income in-
equality in 73 years… Prime
MinisterModiadvertiseshisaus-
terity andhumble roots, but six
years of his government have
demonstrateda shocking lackof
concernforthewoesof thecom-
monmanandworsestill,demon-
strateszerosenseofaccountabil-
itytothepeople,”hesaid.
“TheElectionCommission,the

ComptrollerandAuditorGeneral,
the Central Vigilance
Commission, the Information
CommissionsandtheLokPallook
weaker, more ineffective and
moreunwilling to act, than ever
before,”hesaid.

WESTBENGAL

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,MAY30

THEWESTBengalgovernmenton
Saturday extended theCovid-19
lockdown till June 15, but eased
morecurbsadayafter announc-
ing the first roundof relaxations.
The fourthphaseof lockdown is
settoendonSunday.
The governmentsaidthelock-

downwouldcontinueincontain-
ment zones, but activitieswould
berestartedinotherareas.
The government announced

thatindoorandoutdooractivities
suchasTVandcinemaproduction
—barring reality shows, but in-
cludingthosemeantforOTTplat-
forms—wouldbeallowedinnon-
containment areas from June 1,
withmaximum35 people per
unit at a time. Shoppingmalls,
restaurants,andhotelscanreopen
intheseplacesfromJune8.
In a notice, the Kolkata

MunicipalCorporationsaidshops
selling non-essential products
would reopen in46citymarkets
fromMonday.Theseshopscanre-
mainopenfrom10amto5.30pm.
Thegovernmentclarifiedthat

teagardensand jutemillswould
be allowed to operate at full
strengthfromJune1. MSMEand
largeindustrialoperations,includ-
ingmining and construction ac-
tivities, are also allowed at full
strengthfromthatday.
“Intra-statemovement of...

buseswitheffectfromJune1,with
passengersnotmorethantheac-
tualseatingcapacity[willbeper-
mitted]...”saidanorder.

Dehradun:UttarakhandTourism
and Culture minister Satpal
Maharaj’swifetestedpositivefor
Covid-19Saturday,adayafterthe
ministerattendedaCabinetmeet-
ing chaired by Chief Minister
TrivendraSinghRawatinthesec-
retariatatDehradun.
DehradunDistrictMagistrate

Ashish Kumar Srivastava said,
“Specified protocol of the gov-
ernment will be followed.
Contacttracingwillbedoneand
further steps will be taken ac-
cordingly.” He added that they
had not been able to trace any
travelhistoryso far.
AsMaharajonFridayattended

the Cabinet meeting, his col-
leaguesandseniorofficers,along
with other staff whowerepres-
entthere,maybetestedforCovid-
19asaprecaution. ENS

GUJARAT

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AHMEDABAD,MAY30

STATETRANSPORTandcitybuses
will be allowed to operate in
Ahmedabad from Monday
thoughtheywill runatrestricted
capacity, Chief Minister Vijay
Rupanisaidwhileannouncingre-
laxations for the state after the
UnionMinistryofHomeAffairsis-
suednotification andguidelines
forthenextphaseofthelockdown.
Bus services inotherparts of

thestatearealreadyfunctioning.
Even shopswill remainopen

till 7pminsteadof 4pm,andthe
odd-evenplanwill bediscontin-
ued,givingwaytofull-fledgedre-
openingof businesses. The state
secretariat andother officeswill
alsofunctionwithfullcapacity.
Ahmedabadwillseeresump-

tionoftheAhmedabadMunicipal
Transport Service buses after
nearlytwomonthswhichwillrun
at50percentcapacity.
Rupanimade the announce-

ments live on Facebook, along
withDeputyCMNitin Patel and
otherseniorministers.
Exceptcontainmentzones,the

rules forwhichwill also be re-
drawn Sunday, the Standard
OperatingProcedure(SOP)forcin-
emas, restaurants andmallswill
beannouncednextweek.
Rupani said, “Evenbanks, in-

cluding those in containment
zones,will functionwith full ca-
pacity.”
Thenightcurfewtimingshave

beenreducedbyfourhours(9pm
to5am)andshopsandofficesfor
longerperiodstill7pm.

NewDelhi:BeginningJune1,the
Indian Navy will bring back
1,400peoplefromSriLankaand
theMaldives as part of the next
phase of ‘Operation Samudra
Setu’ to repatriate Indian citi-
zens.
INS Jalashwawill first bring

back700IndiansfromColombo,
followed by another 700 from
Male.Allof themwillbetakento
Tuticorin.
TheNavysaid inastatement

Saturday:“IndianMissionsinSri
Lanka andMaldives are prepar-
ingalistof Indiannationalstobe
evacuatedandwillfacilitatetheir
embarkationafterrequisitemed-
icalscreening.COVID-relatedso-
cialdistancingnormshavebeen
catered onboard and evacuees
wouldbeprovidedbasicameni-
tiesandmedicalfacilitiesduring
thesea-passage.” ENS

Navy to bring
back 1,400 people
from Sri Lanka
and Maldives

ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEWDELHI,MAY30

AS INDIA gradually opens up,
someofthecountry’sprominent
public health and community
medicine experts, including two
members of an ICMR research
grouponCovid-19,havecriticised
thegovernment’shandlingofthe
pandemic and the lack of epi-
demiologistsindecision-making.
“Itisunrealistictoexpectthat

COVID-19pandemiccanbeelim-
inated at this stage given that
community transmission is al-
readywell-established across
largesectionsorsub-populations
in the country,” reads a joint
statementbyIndianPublicHealth
Association,IndianAssociationof
Preventive and SocialMedicine
and Indian Association of
Epidemiologists.
The government hasmain-

tainedthatthereisnocommunity
transmission even as the total
cases in the country touched
1,73,763onSaturday.Asmanyas
7,964 fresh caseswere reported
Saturday — a new daily high.
However, the number of active
caseshasgonedownfor the first
time, from 89,987 patients on
Fridayto86,422Saturday.
“India’s nationwide “lock-

down” fromMarch 25, 2020 till
May30,2020hasbeenoneofthe
most stringent; and yet COVID
cases have increased exponen-
tially through this phase... This
draconian lockdown is presum-
ablyinresponsetoamodelingex-
ercise fromaninfluential institu-
tion which was a ‘worst-case
simulation’... Subsequent events

haveproved that thepredictions
of thismodelwereway off the
mark. Had the Government of
India consulted epidemiologists
whohadbetter grasp of disease
transmission dynamics com-
paredtomodelers, itwouldhave
perhaps been better served…,”
thestatementsays.
Amongsignatoriesof thesta-

tementareDrShashiKant,Profe-
ssor &Head, Centre for Comm-
unityMedicineAIIMS,NewDelhi
andDrDCSReddy,FormerProfe-
ssor&Head, CommunityMedi-
cine,BHU.Thetwoaremembers
ofanICMRresearchgrouponepi-
demiology and surveillance for
Covid-19 constituted onApril 6.
DrReddychairsthegroup.
WhenTheSundayExpresscon-

tactedhim,DrShashiKantsaid:“I
amawareofit,Ihavesigneditand
I am in agreementwith it is all I
cansay.”DrReddysaid:“YesIam
awareofthestatement,itwascir-
culated toall of usandwherever
wehaddoubts,wehaveraisedit.”
Amongother signatories are

DrAnil Kumar, DeputyDirector
General of Health Services, Dr
PuneetMisra,professor,commu-
nitymedicine,AIIMSandDrKapil
Yadav,AdditionalProfessor,Centre
forCommunityMedicine,AIIMS.
The statement adds that the

handlingofmigrantshasaddedto
the challenges in containing the
spreadof thedisease.
Amongtherecommendations

thestatementmakesconstitution
of a panel of inter-disciplinary
public health and preventive
healthexpertsandsocialscientists
atcentral,stateanddistrict levels
toaddressbothpublichealthand
humanitariancrises.

Experts criticise Covid
handling: Community
transmission has set in

Risingcoronaviruspositivity inpatientshospitalised forSARI, saysnewstudy

ICMRadvocatesantibody
tests tocheckoutbreakextent
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OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR

(At:- Ambapua, Po:- Engineering School Near Income Tax Office, Berhampur-760011)
E-Mail:- serwbpr2004@yahoo.com Tel/Fax:- 0680-2404287

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement
Bid Identification No. Online Tender/04-2020-21/BPR

O-64

Procurement Officer Bid Identification No. Availability of tender online for bidding
From To

Superintending Engineer, R. W. Circle, Berhampur Online Tender/ 04-2020-21/BPR 08.06.2020 at 10.00 A.M. 24.06.2020 upto 3.00 P.M.

Identification No. Name of work No. of Works Approx. Estimated Cost (In lakh) Class of Contractor Period of Completion
Online Tender/

04-2020-21/BPR
Road Works under

PERIODICAL MAINTENANCE
02 Nos. From Rs. 90.06 lakhs to

Rs. 127.30 Lakhs
“B” Class & “A” Class

as applicable
06 (Six)

Calendar Month as provided

(i) EMD/ Bid Security, Cost of Bid document is to be transferred through On-line as per the procedure mentioned in the DTCN.
(ii) Non-submission of the information/ documents through online by the bidder as per the items mentioned in the eligible criteria of the DTCN will also liable for rejection of his tender.
Further details & Corrigendum if any can be seen from the website:- www.tendersodisha.gov.in

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer, R.W. Circle, Berhampur

OIPR-25071/11/0003/2021

E-Mail/E-despatch

PUBLIC NOTICE
KNOW ALL MEN that my clients Sh. Sanjay
Gupta S/o Late Sh. H.R. Gupta and his wife -
Smt. Manju Gupta both R/o 374, Sainik Vihar
(1st Floor), Pitam Pura, Delhi-110034 have
severed all their relations with their son Sh.
Yash Gupta and his wife Smt. Saloni Gupta
D/o Sh. Purshottam Goel due to the
unjustifiable behaviour of Smt. Saloni Gupta
and have debarred them both from all of their
movable and immovable properties. Any one
dealing with them in any way or manner
whatsoever shall be doing on his own risks
and consequences.

Sd/-
(J. S. Kalra)

Advocate
E.No. D-660/90 Chamber No 296,
Western Wing, Tis Hazari Court

Delhi-110054 Ph. Chamber- 23974884
Mob. 9350454884, 9899924884

PUBLIC NOTICE
General Public is hereby informed that my
client Kuldeep Singh, S/o Herbans Singh, R/o
BJ-60, East Shalimar Bagh, Delhi, given a
public notice on dated 12-03-2004 in The
Statesman News Paper through Mr. Rajinder
Kr. Bedi, Advocate, Chamber No.112, Civil
Wing, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54, regarding
disown and disinherite his son Shri
Ramanjeet Singh and daughter-in-law from
his moveable and immovable properties.
Now by virtue of this Public Notice my client
Kuldeep Singh has cancelled the above said
public notice dated 12-03-2004 given in The
Statesman News Paper. From now his son
Shri Ramanjeet Singh is a legal heir for his
moveable and immovable properties.

Sd/-
S.C. Dixit (Advocate)

RU-17, DDA MKT,
Pitampura, Delhi-88.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Under instructions from my clients Sh.
Suneel Kumar Sharma, son of Shri
Magan Lal Sharma and Mrs. Neeta
Sharma, wife of Sh. Suneel Kumar
Sharma, R/o D-21/A, Ashok Mohalla,
Gali No. 6, Maujpur, Delhi- 110053. it is
informed that my clients have decided
to break all their relations with their
daughter Ms. Akshika Sharma. Ms.
Akshika Sharma is not under control of
my clients. Besides that she
solemnized her marriage with Sh.
Prince Babbar, s/o Shri Raj Kumar
Babbar without any consent/ will of her
parents/ family, i.e. my clients.
Therefore, my clients have disowned
and debarred their daughter Ms.
Akshika Sharma from all their movable
and immovable properties in Delhi or
anywhere in India. After this publication,
my clients shall not be responsible for
any of the acts of Ms. Akshika Sharma
and now Ms. Akshika Sharma has no
right/ claim of any type in movable and
immovable properties of my clients.

Sd/-
(MANISH KUMAR)

Advocate
En. No, D-617/2000, Ch.No, F-514,

K.K.D, Courts, Delhi
Mob. 9310003050

PUBLIC NOTICE
That my client Sh. Dhanwant Singh
Kohli S/O Joginder Singh and Smt.
Ravinder Kaur R/O B-67, Double
story, Motia Khan Pahar Ganj,
G.P.O., New Delhi-110001 have
debarred his son namely Inder Pal
Singh Kohli, daughterinlaw Bhawna
from all movable and immovable
property w.e.f. 28.05.2020.

Sd/-
SEETA MISHRA

Advocate
Chamber Wing IVth Floor

Chamber No. 416,
Rohini Court, Delhi-85

Mob.:- 9818597597, 9999138887

Satyendra Kumar Singh Advocate
Ch. No. L-7, P.S. Rathee Block,
Tis Hazari Court. Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Mr. Anil Kumar Gupta son of Late Sh.
D.C. Gupta, my wife Ms. Asha Gupta,
my daughter Eliza Gupta, Twinkle
Gupta presently resident of D-14A/2
Flat No. 6 Model Town Delhi9 do
hereby irrevocable, unconditionally
and irreversibly declare and state that
we have disowned and disinherited our
son and brother Rahul Gupta and his
wife Akanksha Aggarwal for their
misconduct and alleged threat to our
life. We have severed our relationship
with them. Anybody transacting any
business or anything with them in
respect of me, my wife and my
daughter is doing at their own risk.
General public to take note.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known that my client MR. SARAJUDDIN
alias SURAJA DIN S/O SUKHA SURAVTI &
NAZMA W/O SARAJUDDIN BOTH R/O H.
NO. 430, GALI NO. 7, SHALIMAR VILLAGE,
DELHI-110088, have been left/debar all
relations from his son namely SAJAUDDIN
and his wife JANNAT alias MOHINI
SHARMA and their daughter namely
SANAYA, debarred them from all their
movable and immovable properties acquired
or to be acquired because of family dispute,
so my client have broken all relations from
them. Any person dealing and having relation
with them in any manner shall be at their own
risk, cost & consequences and my client shall
not be responsible for any act and deed of the
aforesaid.

Sd/-
DINESH KUMAR (Advocate)

Enrl. No. 5096/17

PUBLIC NOTICE
Publicly informed that my Client SHRI DEEPAK
MEHTA S/O SHRI M.L. MEHTA R/O ND-58,
PITAMPURA, DELHI, have decided to give
‘PARKHATI’ to his daughter Smt. Neha Dhawan
W/o Shri Gautam Dhawan R/o LD-118,
Pitampura, Delhi, her husband Shri Gautam
Dhawan & her son namely Hriday Dhawan and
my client hereby declare that, after his demise,
said Smt. Neha Dhawan and her family
members shall not inherit any sort of right in
movable and/or immovable properties of my
client and further from the date of this notice any
person/ bank/ institution/ authority doing or
making any sort of monetary transaction with
said Smt. Neha Dhawan and/or her legal heirs
then my client shall have no connection, liability
and responsibility for such transactions.

Sd/-
MANISH CHAWLA (Advocate)

RU-4, Pitampura, Delhi Mobile: 9811139896

PUBLIC NOTICE
Publicly informed that my Client SMT. SNEH
MEHTA W/O SHRI DEEPAK MEHTA R/O ND-58,
PITAMPURA, DELHI, have decied to give
PARKHATI to her daughter Smt. Neha Dhawan
W/o Shri Gautam Dhawan R/o LD-118,
Pitampura, Delhi, her husband Shri Gautam
Dhawan & her son namely Hriday Dhawan and my
client hereby declare that, after her demise, said
Smt. Neha Dhawan and her family members shall
not inherit any sort of right in movable and/or
immovable properties of my client and further from
the date of this notice any person/ bank/ institution/
authority doing or making any sort of monetary
transaction with said Smt. Neha Dhawan and/or
her legal heirs then my client shall have no
connection, liability and responsibility for such
transactions.

Sd/-
MANISH CHAWLA (Advocate)

RU-4, Pitampura Delhi
9811139896

Classifieds

VVeerrmmaaBoy,1992borne,
5’10”B.comMBABankOfficer.
PreferredGovt/Bank
EmployedCont. 8847010724.

0050164971-1

OTHERS

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,MAY30

“I WILL not allow the govern-
ment or AIADMK to turn the
Veda Nilayam residence of
Jayalalithaa into amemorial or
museum,” said Deepa, who,
alongwithherbrother,hasbeen
declared the “legal heir” to the
propertiesof their lateauntand
six-timeChiefMinisterof Tamil
Nadu.
TheMadrasHighCourtorder,

fortifying the siblings’ claim to
the properties including the
poshest address in Poes
Garden—which for years was
thestate’spowercentre—comes
atatimetherulingAIADMKgov-
ernmentpassedanordinanceto
makeVedaNilayamamemorial
of thelatechiefministerandfor-
merparty supremo.
The court on Friday issued a

clarificationinthefinalorderby
changing the term ‘Class II legal
heirs’ to ‘legalheirs’becausethe
ClassIandClassIIcategoriesun-

der Hindu Succession Act of
1956 apply only to heirs of a
Hindumalewhodiedwithouta
will.
“The court order was a vic-

tory formeandmybrother.We
fought this together. Next, we
will challenge the ordinance.
Anyway it is going to be a long
process to get possession of all
herassets,” saidDeepa.
Shesaidrevenuerecordsare

yettobetraced.“Wedon’tknow
who is in possession of her as-
sets. One thing is very clear, we

arenotgoingtogiveittothegov-
ernment,” shesaid.
Thetotalassetsof Jayalalithaa

were worth nearly Rs 1,000
crore,accordingtotheaffidavits
in the disproportionate assets
case in which Jayalalithaa was
convicted after her death. They
include immovable properties
worthRs20 crore, newor addi-
tional construction of buildings
worth Rs 22.53 crore , gold and
diamond jewellery valued at Rs
5.23crore, cashbalance inbank
andliquidcashofRs10.64crore
besides other investments and
assets.Affidavitsseekingposses-
sion byDeepa andDeepak esti-
mateonlyRs188crore.Thesees-
timatesonlycountherassetstill
1996.
After theverdict, Deepa said

sheisdonefighting.“Hereafter, I
amnotintopolitics,”shetoldThe
Indian Express. Immediately af-
ter her aunt’s death, she had
madeanattempttostepintothe
shoesof herauntbutgaveup.
“Iwasforcedtoenterpolitics

aftertheyprovokedme.Eventhe

senior AIADMK leaders tried to
make it appear that we had no
right over our aunt’s assets.
However, AIADMK cadreswere
empathetic… That is why they
supportedmeandImadeanat-
temptinpolitics…,”Deepasaid.
Deepa, 44, and Deepak, 38,

childrenof Jayalalithaa’sbrother
Jayakumar, who died in 1995,
had stayed away from
Jayalalithaa’s inner circle for a
long time. Though Deepa was
denied permission to visit
Jayalalithaa at the Apollo
Hospital before her death,
Deepak maintained cama-
raderiewith Jayalalithaa’s close
aide Sasikala. Hewas seenwith
Sasikaladoing Jayalalithaa’s last
rites.
A section of leadership in

AIADMK fears that the proper-
tieswill finallygointothehands
of Sasikala’s family, which in-
cludes her nephew TTV
Dhinakaran. After Jayalalithaa’s
death, Sasikala become the
party’s general secretary and
shortly thereafter was sent to

prisonby theapexcourt.
Completing her prison term

in the disproportionate asset
case, Sasikala is likely to be re-
leased from the Bengaluru
prisonafterOctober2020.While
multiple sources said it is un-
likely that the AIADMK leader-
shipwillunitewith theSasikala
camp, a senior leader said BJP
has plans for it—“it is seen as a
crucial factor to defeat DMK in
the next assembly polls inMay
2021.”
Astateministersaidthehigh

court order has no political sig-
nificance.
“None of the top leaders

leading AIADMK has an emo-
tional connection with Veda
Nilayam,” he said, recalling his
ownmemories of visiting Veda
Nilayamwhen Jayalalithaawas
alive. “Sheused to scoldusa lot,
sheused to shout atmanymin-
isterseachtime…Manyhadleft
home from Poes Gardenmeet-
ingswithoutacabinetportfolio.
Weused to shiverwhenween-
tered thatgate,”hesaid.

Deepaandherbrother
Deepakweredeclared Jaya’s
legalheirsbytheMadrasHC
onFriday.

Won’t allow govt to make Jaya house
a memorial, will track her assets: heir

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI,MAY30

THE FIRST wave of floods in
Assamhaskilled sixpeopleand
pushed18,000intoreliefcamps
till Saturday evening. Chief
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal
saidthestatewouldcompensate
thelossincurredbyfarmersand
fishermendueto floods.
The flood has hit Assam at a

timewhenit’sbattlingasudden
spike in number of Covid pa-
tients—althoughthevastmajor-
ity of them are returnees who
wereputintoquarantinecentres
after their were taken samples
upon arrival. Till Saturday
evening,thestatereported1,100
cases, ofwhich930wereactive.
According to the state disas-

termanagement authority (AS-
DMA),3.7lakhpeoplehavebeen
affected.ThedistrictsofNalbari,
Goalpara, Nagaon, Hojai, West
Karbi Anglong and Tinsukia are
theworst-hitAtotalof195relief
camps and relief distribution
centres were operational on
Saturday. According to an AS-
DMAofficial, thewaterisreced-
ingandthesituationisexpected
to improve as forecasts show
‘moderate’ rainfall.
In the 40 relief camps of

Goalpara,therearearound7,500
people. Varnali Deka, District
Collector Goalpara, told The
SundayExpress, “Thesituationis
slightly improving. The water
hasrecededtothelowerreaches
of thedistrict.”
On Saturday, 15th Finance

Commission designated river
erosion as “a natural calamity”
and recommended adequate
compensation, acceding to the
state's request.
The Centre has asked the

statetosubmitadetailedreport.
AstatementfromtheCM’soffice
highlighted that Assam has al-
ready received Rs 386 crore to-
wardsfightingfloodanderosion
fromtheCentreandtheamount
isapartof thetotalRs.772crore
allocationunder theSDRF.

ESHAROY&
TORAAGARWALA
NEWDELHI,GUWAHATI,
MAY30

A SPATE of virtual protests has
broughtintofocusrampantcoal
mininginUpperAssam—inthis
case by Coal India Limited (CIL)
without necessary permission
from2003.
The protestswere triggered

by the National Board of
Wildlife’s (NBWL) “recommen-
dation for approval”, subject to
conditions laid down by it, of a
coalmining project in Assam’s
DehingPatkaiElephantReserve.
CILhasapplied foropencast

miningin98.5hectares,mostof
whichispostfacto,orenactedaf-
terwards—regularisationofmin-
ingthathasalreadytakenplace.
Chief Minister Sarbananda

Sonowal had earlier asked state
Forest Minister Parimal
Suklabaidya to inspect the site
andreport.
On Saturday, the state gov-

ernment clarified that “no final
approvalformininghadbeenac-
corded.” Suklabaidya said:
“Mininghadbeenstoppedsince
October 2019 by the state gov-
ernment. Coal India Ltd and the
Forest Departmentwill have to
fulfil the 28 conditions; the
compliance report will be
placed before the Union
Ministry of Environment and
Forests (MoEF) for grant of
stage-II clearance.”
Soumitra Dasgupta, I-G,

Wildlife, MoEF, said, “No per-
mission has been granted
(sincematter first emerged in
2013).Wehaveaskedtheuser

agency (CIL) to submitamitiga-
tionplaninconsultationwiththe
stategovernment,whichwewill
first study.”
In 1973, North Eastern

Coalfields (NEC), a subsidiary of
public sector CIL, had signed a
30-year leasewith Assam gov-
ernment to carry outmining in
Saleki proposed reserve forest,
which comes under Dehing
PatkaiElephantReserve.
The lease expired in 2003,

butminingcontinueduntil2012,
ashighlightedinasiteinspection
report byW I Yatbon, Deputy
Inspector General of Forests,
RegionalOffice,Shillong.

Thisdocument,submittedto
MoEF in November 2019, says
coal miningwas being carried
out in the area by CIL in “gross
violation” of Assam Forest
Regulation,1891,andtheForest
Conservation Act, 1980. The re-
portalsosaysstategovernment
officers shouldbe“awareof the
factthattheworkwasgoingon.”
The report was part of a re-

sponse to an RTI filed by green
activistRohitChoudhury.
General Manager, NEC, CIL,

Jugal Borah, told The Sunday
Express in an email response,
“Beforetheoriginal lease lapsed
in2003,NorthEasternCoalfields,
Coal India Ltd. applied for re-
newalof the lease in2002.”
CIL applied a second time in

2012.
In June 2013, the Forest

Advisory Committee (FAC) of
MoEF considered the proposal
and recommended stage-I
clearance, subject to a number
of conditions. These include
“clearance by NBWL before
stage-II clearance’’, a finebyCIL
twicetheextentof theareabro-
kenup,andpreparationofa“re-
gionalwildlifeplan for thearea
by the state government’’,
amongothers.
In2013,FACfoundthatmost

land was actually broken for
miningafter the leaseexpired—
12.93hectaresbrokenupbefore
2003,and44.27hectaresbroken
forminingafter leaseexpired.

“Astage-Iclearanceissimply
anin-principleapprovalthatwe
give on recommendation of the
stategovernment.Thisisnotper-
mission to carry outmining or
any other activity,’’ I-G (Forest),
MoEF,AKMohantysaid.Stage-II
clearancepermitsmining.
In itsmeetingonNovember

28 last year, the FAC observed,
“...the user agency [CIL] is con-
tinuously working in the area
afterexpiryoforiginal leasepe-
riod in2003. FACobserved that
violation by user agency since
2003 to …state government
should not have allowedmin-
ingpriortofinalapprovalunder
FCA,1980.Therehasbeengross
neglect...onbehalf of state gov-
ernment.’’
Formerforestministerinthe

Congress government, Rakibul
Hussain, was unavailable for a
comment.RajyaSabhaMPfrom
Assamand state Congress chief
Ripun Bora said: “CIL did not
mine after 2003. These were
pettythievesandmiscreants;as
soonasourgovernmentcameto
know of illegal mining, we
lodged an FIR against them in
2013.”
Bora said he does not have a

copyof theFIR.
In 2019, FAC upheld direc-

tions of the 2013 FACorder and
directed action against CIL as
wellasculpablegovernmentof-
ficials. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,MAY30

TWOMILITANTSwere killed in
a gunfight in South Kashmir’s
KulgamdistrictonSaturday.
Inspector General of Police

(IGP) Kashmir VijayKumar said
the twomilitantswere killed in
an encounter which broke out
betweenmilitants and security
forces at Wanpora Khudwani
area of KulgamSaturdaymorn-
ing.
A spokesperson for J&K

Police said in a release thatdur-
ing the intervening night of
Friday and Saturday, based on a
policeinput,acordonandsearch
operationwas launched in the
area.
“Duringthesearchoperation,

thehidingterrorists firedonthe
joint search party. The fire was
retaliated leading, to an en-
counter,” police said. In the en-
counter, two militants were
killed, they added. “Two terror-
istswerekilledand theirbodies
were retrieved from the site of
theencounter.Theidentification
and affiliation of the killed ter-
rorists isbeingascertained,” the
releasesaid.
Accordingtopolice, theslain

militants were hiding inside a
house.
A senior police officer told

TheSundayExpressthatafterthe
encounterwas over, some peo-
ple came forward and claimed
that the slain militants were
their sons.
“We allowed them to iden-

tify. If they identify,wewill par-
ticipateinburialatisolatedplace
in north Kashmir,” the officer
said.
On Saturday, video clips

emerged of the security forces
askingthemilitants, throughan
announcementduringtheoper-
ation, to surrender. A seniorpo-
lice officer in Kulgam said the
militants did not comply, and
werekilled in theoperation.
DuringSaturday’soperation,

the security forces did not re-
cover any heavyweapons from
the militants. “The recoveries
were only pistols and two
grenades,” saidapoliceofficer.
This is thesecondencounter

in Kulgam district this week.
Twomilitants were killed in a
gun battle between militants
and joint forces in Kulgam dis-
trictonMonday.

d°fd±f d½fÀ°ffS Àfc¨f³ff
BÀf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f õ fS f Af¸fadÂf°f I e ¦f¹fe
A»´fI f»fe³f BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff 13 ½f 14/
d½f. I f¹fÊVff»ff ¸fa./ ¸fZS N / 2020-21, ªfû
dQ³ffaI 30.05.2020 I û £fû»fe ªff³fe
´fiÀ°ffd½f°f ±fe, I e d°fd±f A´fdSW f¹fÊ I fS ¯fûÔ
ÀfZ dQ³ffaI 06.06.2020 °fI d½fÀ°ffdS °f
I e ªff°fe W` Ü d³fd½fQf d½fÄfd´°f I e A³¹f
d³f¹f¸f E½fa Vf°fZË A´fdS ½f°fÊ³fe¹f S WZ ¦feÜ
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff, d½fôb°f IYf¹fÊVff»ff
¸f¯OX»fX, ´f.d½f.d½f.d³f.d»f., ¸fZSXNÜ
´fÂffaIY- 1063/ d½f. IYf¹fÊVff»ff ¸fa./
¸fZSXN/ dQ³ffaIY: 29/05/2020

´fdV¨f¸ffa¨f»f d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f d³f¦f¸f
d»f., d½f¢MXûdSX¹ff ´ffIÊY, ¸fZSXNX

Amid protests, Assamgovt saysmining
not approved in eco-sensitive zone
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A SPECIAL court has directed
Mumbai’s JJ Hospital to submit
a report on the health of poet
VaravaraRao,whowasarrested
intheElgaarParishadcase.Rao,
81,was rushed to the state-run
hospitalonThursdayafterfalling
unconsciousatTalojacentraljail,
wherehewas lodged.
Hospital authorities said he

testednegativeforCovid-19and

thathe isstable. “He isstableas
of now and is being evaluated.
Hehaddizziness,which seems
tohavebeenavertigoattack,”a
seniorhospitaldoctor said.
Rao’s lawyer,RSatyanaraya,

movedapleabeforethespecial
courtonSaturdayseekingdirec-
tions for the report to be sub-
mitted, since the court is hear-
ing an interim bail application
filed by him. The plea also said
neitherhiswifenorlawyerwere
informed about his condition
whenhewassenttoJJHospital.

Six killed so far
in Assam floods,
water begins
to recede

2 militants
killed in
Kashmir
gunbattle

Open-castcoalminingatDehingPatkai.DebojitMoran

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI,MAY30

WITHSOLICITORGeneralTushar
Mehta coming under criticism
for his remarks before the
Supreme Court, Union Law
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
has targeted the Congress, say-
ing those “rejected by the peo-
ple cannot seek to control the
polityofthecountrythroughthe
corridorsof thecourt”.
Prasad told The Sunday

Express,“WewelcomePIL,courts
shouldbeleftcompletelyfreeto
decideindependently.Anyovert
or covert pressure on court
should be avoided. That’s what
independence of the judiciary
means andweareproudof this
independence of the judiciary.
Courthaseveryrighttogiveadi-
rection, including in the case of
the plight of migrants. Why
not?”
“Butthosewhohavebeenre-

jectedby thepeopleof India re-
peatedly cannot seek to control
thepolityofthecountrythrough
the corridors of the court,” he
added.
Mehtahas been facing criti-

cism for his remarks during a
hearinginacaseontheplightof
migrants, takenupbyCongress
leader Kapil Sibal, among oth-
ers.
Opposinginterventionappli-

cationsinthematter,Mehtahad
questioned the personal com-
mitment of those who were

seeking to intervene. Calling
themprophetsof doom,hesaid
they needed to prove their cre-
dentials. He had also said some
high courts are runningparallel
governments.
The Congress on Friday

slammedMehta’s remarks.
Without naming Sibal,

Prasadsaid,“Of latemanyspon-
sored criticism and questions
(are) being asked about the in-
dependence of judiciary.
Prominently, these questions
are being asked by peoplewho
also have their own political
agenda.”
“This also includes Congress

leaders whomoved impeach-
mentproceedingsagainsta for-
mer chief justice andwhen the
movewas repelledby the sanc-
tioning authority, which is the
Vice President of India, he chal-
lenged even that before the
Supreme Court and thenwith-
drewit.Thisistheirrecordasfar
as commitment to independ-
ence of the judiciary is con-
cerned.,” Prasadsaid.
HesaidtherulingBJP'slegacy

isthatitfoughtfortheindepend-
ence of the judiciary during
Emergency.

OPPNPARTYHADCRITICISEDS-GREMARKS

Ravi
Shankar
Prasad

Prasad targets Cong:
They can’t control
polity through court

Varavara Rao tests negative for
Covid, court seeks medical report

New Delhi
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PUBLIC NOTICE
GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT
NOTICE FOR INVITING e-TENDERS FOR ALLOTMENT OF REMAINING ZONES OF RETAIL
LIQUOR VENDS OF REMAINING DISTRICTS FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC FOR THEYEAR
2020-21 IN THE STATE OF HARYANA

It is hereby notified for the information of general public that E-TENDERS for ALLOTMENT of zones of
remaining retail liquor vends of the pending districts against which these zones are mentioned below, are invit-
ed for the year 2020-21:

SCHEDULE FOR INVITATION AND EVALUATION FOR E-TENDERS FOR
REMAINING ZONES OF RETAIL LIQUOR VENDS

1. These e-Tenders will be submitted online as per public notice issued by the Department (published on
07th/8th March, 2020) in the leading newspapers inviting e-Tenders for allotment of retail liquor licenses
of Zones of vends for the year 2020-21. The public notice is available on the departmental website i.e.
www.haryanatax.gov.in.

2. The list of remaining Zones of vends in the Districts and venue for evaluation of e-Tenders shall be con-
spicuously displayed in the office of DETC (Excise) & DETC (ST) concerned. The list shall also be avail-
able on the departmental website i.e. www.haryanatax.gov.in.

3. The process of inviting tenders shall be continued by successively reducing the original reserve price in
the following manner:-

(i) In the slab of 5% of the original reserve price in case reserve price of the Zone is less than Rs.5.00 Cr.
(ii) In the slab of 3% of the original reserve price in case reserve price of the Zone is more than Rs.5.00 Cr.

4. The e-Tenders shall be received and the Zones of vends shall be allotted in the manner prescribed in the
Excise Policy for the year 2020-21 and the Punjab Excise Act, 1914 (as applicable to the State of
Haryana), the rules framed thereunder.

5. The allotment shall be subject to the approval of the Excise and Taxation Commissioner, Haryana. He
may reject, without assigning any reason, any allotment in public interest as the case may be within 10
days of the date of allotment.

Excise & Taxation Commissioner,
Haryana.

Sr. No Name of District Zone Numbers
1 Faridabad ZFBD-21, 23, 66, 86 & 103

2 Gurugram (East) ZGRE-08, 18, 19, 21, 32, 36, 37, 45, 46, 67 & 69

3 Gurugram (West) ZGRW-06, 07, 11, 13, 14, 22, 28, 36, 42, 44, 48, 49, 50, 53, 66, 68 & 70

4 Jagadhri ZJAG-12, 27 & 36

5 Kaithal ZKTL-16, 20 & 21

6 Palwal ZPWL-17

7 Panchkula ZPKL-14, 16, 17 & 21

8 Panipat ZPNP-03, 05, 06, 07, 09, 11, 15, 17, 18, 22, 25, 29, 34 & 35

9 Rewari ZRWR-39

10 Sirsa ZSRS- 46 & 53

11 Sonepat ZSNP-07, 08, 11, 12, 14, 24, 27, 28, 29, 65

1 Starting date and time for placing e-tenders. 01st June, 2020 (from 09:00 A.M. onwards)

2 Closing Date and time for placing e-tenders. 01st June, 2020 (till 05:00 P.M.)

3 Evaluation of e-tenders. 01st June, 2020 (06:00 P.M.)

81089/HRY

RECRUITMENT NOTICE
Advertisement Number: 02/2020

Delhi State Cancer Institute (DSCI) is a chain of Autonomous, dedicated
Cancer care Institutions under the Government of NCT of Delhi established
under the Societies Registration Act of 1860.
To achieve the aims and to expand its services further for the patients, the
Institute invites Applications for Executive Engineer (Electrical), Assistant
Engineer (AC), from the willing persons who feel capable to accept
challenges in various fields. The appointment of all categories of staff will be
initially made for a period of 2 years on Contract.
Recruitment Advertisement vide No 01/2020 for the posts of Executive
Engineer (Electrical), Assistant Engineer (Electrical), Assistant Engineer
(AC) published in the Institute's website and in the leading Newspaper dated
04/01/2020 has been cancelled due to administrative reasons. Any
Candidate who has applied earlier can make new application in response to
the fresh recruitment notice subject to the fulfillment of eligibility condition for
such candidates, no new registration amount shall be required to be paid by
them. All such candidates who have earlier applied and are not fulfilling the
eligibility conditions, as declared in fresh Recruitment Notice, they may seek
a refund of the registration amount, submitted by them earlier.
Interested candidates may visit Hospital website i.e., www.dsci.nic.in or
Delhi Govt. website i.e. www.health.delhigovt.nic.in for further details.

Sd/-
DIP/SHABDARTH/0055/20-21 Dr. BL Sherwal, Director

DELHI STATE CANCER INSTITUTES
- centres par excellence in the service of humanity

(A group of autonomous institutions under the Govt. of NCT of Delhi
EAST: DILSHAD GARDEN, DELHI 110095

EPABX: +91-11-2213 5200, 2213 5700 FAX: +91-11-2211 0505
WEST: C-2/B, JANAK PURI, NEW DELHI 110058

EPABX: +91-11-2550 1111, 2554 1111 FAX: +91-11-2554 9999
Website: www.dsci.nic.in E-mail: director.dsci@nic.in

NIN ID: DSCI (East)- 1112313380 & DSCI (West)- 1115545855
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MILINDGHATWAI
BHOPAL,MAY30

THEBJP-RULEDMadhyaPradesh
is considering opting out of the
PrimeMinister’s Crop Insurance
Schemeandstartitsownscheme.
“Wewanteveryfarmerinthe

statetobenefitfromthescheme.
Now only those farmers who
have taken crop loans are cov-
eredbytheschemebut loande-
faultersaredeniedthebenefitof
crop insurance,’’ Agriculture
Minister Kamal Patel told The
IndianExpressonSaturday.
Patelsaidtherearemorethan

1 crore farmers in the state but
only 35 lakh have been covered
underthecropinsurancescheme.
TheministersaidtheCentral

governmenthasaskedthestates
whethertheyarewillingtocon-
tinue and has given them the
freedomtooptoutif theyhavea
similar scheme inmind.
“We want to start Mukhya

Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana by
making changes in the central
scheme.Wewill form our own
company.Wewill includeprovi-
sions of RevenueBookCirculars
6-4thatdealswithcompensation
innaturalcalamities,’’ theminis-
ter said. The proposalwill need
clearance from Chief Minister
ShivrajSinghChouhan,hesaid.
To be part of the Prime

Minister’s Crop Insurance
Scheme, farmers pay 2% pre-
miumrateforKharifand1.5%for
rabi crops on the sum insured.
The balance premium is shared
betweentheCentreandstates.
On May 1, Chief minister

Shivraj Singh Chouhan said the
Congress government had not
deposited thestate’s shareeven
though farmers had deposited
their premium for kharif 2018
and rabi 2018-19 crops. He said
his government deposited Rs
2,200 crore immediately after
coming topower inMarch. This
allowed the government to set-
tle claimsworth Rs 2,981 crore
andtransferthemoneytofarm-
ers’ accountonMay1.
Patel said private insurance

companieshavebenefitedfrom
thecropinsuranceschememore
thanthefarmers.Inoneparticu-
laryear,hesaidtheprivatecom-
paniesreceivedapremiumofRs
5,000crorebutfarmersgotonly
Rs3,000crore.
Regional Organisation

Secretary of Bharatiya Kisan
Sangh(BKS)MaheshChaudhary
said the organisation has op-
posed the scheme because pri-
vate insurance companies ben-
efit at theexpenseof farmers.
“The current scheme has

many shortcomings. If the state
government starts a company,
the premium collectedwill re-
mainwiththegovernmentif in-
surance claims are not required
tobesettled,’’ he said.
CongressMLA Sachin Patel,

whowasagricultureminister in
the Kamal Nath government,
said the Congress government
too wanted to opt out of the
scheme. “There is no trans-
parency in the scheme. We
wanted tomake it optional for
farmers,’’hesaid,addingthatthe
Congressgovernmentneversent
any proposal to the Centre but
discussedoptingoutof it.

MP’s agriculture
minister wants to
opt out of PM’s
crop insurance
scheme, says
not all benefit

MOHAMEDTHAVER
MUMBAI,MAY30

THEMUMBAI CrimeBranch on
Saturday arrested a 38-year-old
man fromGovandi for allegedly
runninganillegal telephonenet-
worktoputthroughinternational
calls.TheCrimeBranchconducted
raidsfollowingintelligenceinputs
by Jammu&Kashmir’sMilitary
Intelligence(MI)onillegalcallsbe-
ingmade to theArmy’s civil ex-
changeseekingsensitiveinforma-
tion. Police said the illegal
network, known as ‘SIM box’.
masks an international call by
showingitasalocalnumber.
Mumbai Deputy

Commissioner of Police (Crime
Branch)AkbarPathansaid,“Based
onintelligencereports,weraided
the Shivaji Nagar residence of
SameerAlwariandfoundfiveSIM
boxesinhishouse.Hehasbeenar-
rested inthepastaswell for run-
ning a SIMbox.” Pathan said the
parallel telephoneexchangehad
beenusedtomakecallstodefence
establishments in J&K fromout-

sidethecountrythroughtwospe-
cificnumbers.Anofficer said the
callers, posing as Indians, had
soughtinformationaboutdefence
establishments and Indian troop
movementsinLadakh.
Sources said the reasonwhy

SIMboxeswouldhavebeenused
toroute thesecallswas that they
werenotusinganylegitimatemo-
bilenetworkserviceproviderand,
hence,wouldnot bemonitored.
Second, and more important,
even though the callwasmade
fromanothercountry,theperson
receivingthecallwouldhaveseen
an Indiannumber flashing, they
added. “Theway itworks is that
VoiceoverInternetProtocol(VoIP)
callsmadefromoutsidethecoun-
try are converted intoGSMcalls
usingtheSIMbox.Hence,whena
persongetsthecall, itshowsalo-
calnumber,”Pathansaid.
HealsosaiditwasaftertheJ&K

MIreceivedinformationaboutthe
calls from the two Indian num-
bers,theyfoundthatthecallshad
originated from a location in
Mumbai following which the
CrimeBranchwasalerted.

‘Sim box network’, used
in bid to get sensitive
defence info, busted: cops

MUMBAICRIMEBRANCHMAKESARREST UP’s village heads to distribute aid
Lucknow:TheUttarPradeshgov-
ernment Saturdaydirected offi-
cials toprovide an interimassis-
tance of Rs 2,000 to those left
destitutebythelockdownandRs
1,000tothosewhodonothavera-
tioncardstogetfoodgrains.
During ameeting to review

thelockdown,CMAdityanathdi-

rectedofficialstoensureimmedi-
atetreatmenttodestitutepeople
havingseriousillnessevenifthey
are not covered under the
AyushmanBharat Yojana or the
MukhyamantriJanArogyaYojana,
aspokespersonsaid.Villageheads
havebeenauthorisedtodisburse
theamounttothoseinneed.ENS

New Delhi



12
THESUNDAYEXPRESS,MAY31,2020

ECONOMY
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Crude Watch
OILRISESONUS-CHINATRADEOPTIMISM
New York: Oil prices soared on Friday, with US futures closing out
May with record monthly gains, on hopes that the US-China trade
deal would remain intact and on falling crude production. July Brent
crude closed at $35.33 a barrel, gaining 4 cents.REUTERS

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,MAY30

WITHLOCKDOWNhittingbank-
ing operations in April, credit
growth to various segments, in-
cluding priority sector, housing
loanandcredit card, of theecon-
omyhas showed a contraction
duringthemonth.Whiletheover-
all non-food credit growth con-
tractedby1.2per cent, orRs1.10
lakhcroretoRs91lakhcrore,loan
outstanding in thepersonal loan
segmentfellby2.50percenttoRs
24.90 lakh crore, a decline of
aroundRs63,000crore.
According todata releasedby

the Reserve Bank of India (RBI),
housing loan outstandings de-
clinedbyaroundRs8,000croreto
Rs13.30 lakhcrore asof April 24
fromRs13.38lakhcroreonMarch
27.Thehousingloansegmenthas
beengrowingatasteadypaceover
thelastseveralmonths.Creditcard
outstandings,whichwere rising
rapidly tillMarch, declinedbyRs
11,000crore toRs96,978crore in

April. Priority sectoroutstanding
fell by 3 per cent, or Rs 86,000
crore, to Rs 28.11 lakh crore in a
monthasofApril24.
Credit flowtoagricultureand

allied activities also declinedby
aroundRs6,465crore toRs11.51
lakh crore inApril. “The decline
couldbedue to lockdown.Credit
flowwhichslowsdowninthebe-
ginning in the financial yearwill

pick upwhen the lockdown is
lifted in the comingmonths.We
willhavetoseehowcreditgrowth
ishappening in the June-August
periodif lockdowncontinuesbe-
yondMay31,”saidaseniorbanker
withapublicsectorbank.
Even as the government an-

nounced a package for micro,
small andmediumenterprises
(MSMEs), credit outstandings to

themicroandsmallindustryseg-
mentfellRs23,485croretoRs3.58
lakhcroreinthemonthofApril.
Thedeclineissignificantasthe

RBIhasslashedthekeypolicyrate
—reporate—by115basispointsto
4percentsinceMarch27thisyear.
Banksalsocutlendingrates,mak-
ing fundscheaper forborrowers.
Domestic economic activity has
been impacted severelyby the2
monthsof lockdown. “The top6
industrialisedstates thataccount
forabout60percentof industrial
outputarelargelyinredororange
zones.High frequency indicators
pointtoacollapseindemandbe-
ginninginMarch2020acrossboth
urban and rural segments.
Electricityandpetroleumproducts
consumption—indicatorsof day
to daydemand—haveplunged
intosteepdeclines,”RBIGovernor
ShaktikantaDas saidwhile an-
nouncing the latest repo rate cut
lastweek.
AccordingtotheRBI,onayear-

on-year (Y-o-Y) basis, non-food
bankcreditgrowthdeceleratedto
7.3percentinApril2020from11.9

per cent in April 2019. Credit
growth toagriculture&alliedac-
tivitiesdeceleratedto3.9percent
inApril 2020 from7.9percent in
April2019.Creditgrowthtoindus-
trydecelerated to1.7per cent in
April 2020 from6.9 per cent in
April 2019. Credit growth to the
servicessectordeceleratedto11.2
per cent inApril 2020 from16.8
per cent in April 2019. Personal
loansgrowthdecelerated to12.1
per cent inApril 2020 from15.7
percentinApril2019.
On a Y-o-Y basis, credit out-

standingstotheindustrywereat
Rs28.84lakhcroreinApril2020
as against Rs 28.35 lakh crore in
April 2019. Within industry,
credit growth to beverage & to-
bacco, petroleum, coal products
& nuclear fuels, paper & paper
products and rubber, plastic &
their products accelerated.
However, credit growth tomin-
ing & quarrying, chemicals &
chemicalproducts,construction,
textiles, all engineering and ba-
sicmetal&metalproductsdecel-
erated/contracted, theRBIsaid.

NON-FOODCREDITGROWTHCONTRACTS1.2%TO`91LAKHCRORE

Therealquestion
iswhethercredit
flowwillpickup

THEDECLINEissignificantastheRBIhasslashedthekey
policyrate–reporate–by115basispointsto4percentsince
March27thisyear.
Creditflowwhichslowsdowninthebeginningofthe

financialyearislikelytopickupwhenlockdownisliftedin
May.If lockdowncontinuesbeyondMay31,creditflowis
likelytoremainmutedasApril-Septemberperiodisalso
supposedtobeaslackseason.

Lockdownbitescreditgrowth,outstandings
tohousingandprioritysectorsdecline inApr

BRIEFLY
SushilModi’s
suggestiontoFM
Patna: Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Sushil Kumar
Modi has written to
FinanceMinister Nirmala
Sitharaman, urging the
Centre to bear the entire
expenses of all Centrally-
sponsored schemes for
oneyear.

BBBsuggestions
forMDposts
NewDelhi:TheBBBhasrec-
ommendedAshwiniBhatia,
MVRaoandPPSenguptafor
thepostofMDatSBI,Central
Bank of India and Indian
OverseasBank,respectively.

SebiextendsPoA
normsdeadline
NewDelhi: Sebi has ex-
tendedtoAugust1,2020the
date for implementing
normspertaining topower
of attorneygivenby clients
totradingmembersorclear-
ingmembers.

Jaishankar is
MDofIIFCL
New Delhi: India Infra-
structureFinanceCompany
announced PR Jaishankar
has assumed charge as its
managingdirector.PTI

Android11
unveilingdelayed
San Francisco:Google has
postponednextweek’sun-
veilingofthebetaversionof
itsAndroid11mobileoper-
ating system in light of
protests and unrest in the
UnitedStates.REUTERS

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,MAY30

YESBANKonSaturdaysaidthere
will be reclassificationof share-
holding as the Madhu Kapur
grouphas consented tobe cate-
gorisedaspublicstakeholders.
ThisistoinformthattheBank

hasreceivedaletterdatedMay28,
2020(receivedonMay29,2020)
from Madhu Ashok Kapur;
Shagun Kapur Gogia; Gaurav
AshokKapur; andMags Finvest
Private Limited (collectively re-
ferredtoasMadhuKapurGroup)
consenting to reclassify their
shareholdingintheBankas‘non-
promoter shareholders’ (i.e. pub-
licshareholders),YESBanksaidin
afiling.“TheBankwouldtakefur-
thernecessaryactiontogiveeffect
tothis,”itadded.YesBankwasco-
founded byRanaKapoor along
withMadhuKapur’slatehusband
AshokKapur.

Yes Bank acquires 24.19%
in Dish TV India following
invocation of pledged shares

Madhu Kapur
camp agrees to be
non-promoter
group in Yes Bank

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,MAY30

YES BANK said it has acquired
over24percentstakeinDishTV
India following invocation of
pledged shares due to debt de-
faultbytheDTHserviceprovider
andothergroup firms.
Yes Bank Limited, pursuant

to invocationof pledgedshares,
has acquired 44,53,48,990 eq-
uity shares of Dish TV India
Limited constituting approxi-
mately 24.19 per cent of the
post-issuepaid-upsharecapital
as atMarch 31, 2020, it said in a
regulatory filing.
Shareswere acquired on in-

vocationofpledgesubsequentto
default/breachoftermsofloanto
DishTVIndiaLimited, it said.
Further, Yes Bank said there

was default/breach of terms of
credit facilities sanctioned by it
to Essel Business Excellence

Services, Essel Corporate
Resources,LivingEntertainment
Enterprises, Last Mile Online,
Pan India Network Infravest,
RPW Projects Private, Mumbai
WTRandPanIndiaInfraprojects.
The companies are part of

the Subhash Chandra-led Essel
Group.
Dish TV is a direct to home

(DTH) entertainment service
provider. It had a consolidated
totalincomeofRs6,218.28crore
asonMarch31,2019.

IDBI Bank back in the
black after 13 quarters
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MUMBAI,MAY30

AFTERBEINGintheredfor13con-
secutivequarters,LIC-ownedIDBI
Bankreportedaprofitafter taxof
Rs135crore inthequarterended
March31,helpedbyhigherinter-
estincome.
Thelenderhadreportedanet

lossof Rs4,918crore in the same
quarterlastyear.
Afteralonggapof13quarters,

we have been able to shownet
profitofRs135croreintheMarch
quarter. The profit would have
beenhigherbutfortherecoveries
thatwereaffectedduringMarch
duetotheCOVID-19situation,the
bank’smanagingdirectorandCEO
RakeshSharmatoldreporters.
He said recoverieshad fallen

shortofbyRs700croreduetothe
disruptions causedby thecoron-
avirusoutbreak.
The recoveries andupgrada-

tion in thequarter stoodat1,457

crore and Rs 328 crore, respec-
tively.
Theprofit in thequarterwas

also supportedby the reversal of
Rs1,500croreofprovisionsmade
fornon-performingloans(NPAs).
Net interest income (NII) im-

provedby46percenttoRs2,356
croreasagainstRs1,609crorelast
yearsameperiod.
Netinterestmargin(NIM)im-

provedby154basispointsto3.80
per cent for the fourth quarter,
2020ascomparedto2.26percent
intheyear-agoquarter.
For the full year, thebank re-

portedanetlossofRs12,887crore
as against Rs 15,116 crore of loss
bookedinthefinancialyear2019..
GrossNPAofthebankstoodat

27.53percentasagainst27.47per
cent.
NetNPAimprovedto4.19per

centfrom10.11percent.
Fresh slippage in thequarter

stood at Rs 727 crore. Provision
coverageratio(PCR)stoodat93.74
percent.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MAY30

AROUND TWO-AND-A-HALF
hours after takingoff fromDelhi
earlySaturday, anAir Indiaplane
headed forMoscowfor repatria-
tionmissionwas asked to turn
backtothecapital.Thereason:The
nationalcarrier’sgroundteamre-
alisedthatoneofitspilotsonboard
theaircrafthadtestedpositivefor
coronavirus. The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation has
openedan investigation into the
incidentandaseniorgovernment
officialsaidtherewasa“lapse”on
part of the airline personnel re-
sponsibleforcheckingthetestre-
portsofthecrewmembers.
“AirIndiathismorning,recalled

its aircraft operating Delhi-
Moscowwithoutpassengers;im-
mediatelywhenitwasnoticedthat
oneofthecockpitcrewhadtested
positiveinthepreflightCovidtest.
Onreturn,immediatelyafterland-
ingallcockpitandcabincrewhave
beentestedandalllaiddownmed-

icalprecautionsarebeingtakento
ensure their health and safety.
Anotheraircrafthastakenofftoday
tooperatetheVandeBharatflight
Moscow to Delhi,” an airline
spokespersonsaid.
AirIndiahasbeentestingallof

itscrewmemberspriortoroster-
ing themfordutieson theVande
Bharat mission, under which
45,000 Indiancitizenshavebeen
broughthomefromforeigncoun-
tries.Theairlinetestsaround300
crewmemberseverydayinDelhi

aheadof their flights. In this case,
according to airline sources, the
pre-flight checkpersonnel failed
toscrutinisethesaidpilot’sreport
anddeemedhimfittofly.Theair-
craft—anAirbusA320—hadde-
partedfromDelhiaround7.15am
forMoscowandreturnedbackto
Delhiby12.30pm.
Lastmonth, fiveof Air India’s

pilots were tested positive in
Mumbai during their pre-flight
COVID-19testsbutallofthemlater
turnedouttobefalsepositives.

DishTV isadirect to
home(DTH)
entertainmentservice
provider. Ithada
consolidated total
incomeofRs6,218.28
croreason
March31,2019

India needs intelligent lockdown
exit strategy, suggests SBI report
India needs to implement an intelligent lockdown exit
strategy to prevent irreversible growth collapse, SBI said
in a research report

● GDP: INDIA’S ECONOMIC
GROWTH SLIPPED TO AN
11-YEAR LOWOF 4.2 PER
CENT IN 2019-20 AND TO
3.1 PER CENT IN
JANUARY-MARCH, THE
LOWEST IN THE LAST 40
QUARTERS

● THE NATIONWIDE
LOCKDOWNTO PREVENT
SPREAD OF CORANAVIRUS
WITH EFFECT FROM
MARCH 25HASHIT
ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES.IT
HAS NOWBEEN
EXTENDED TO JUNE 30

Outlook:Weshouldimplement
anintelligent lockdownexit
strategyasthediscussionhas
movedfromdebatebetween
livesandlivelihoodtoalso
betweenlivesandlivesasan
elongatedlockdownwillonly
prolongirreversiblegrowth
collapse,SBI’sresearchreport
‘Ecowrap’said

Only silver lining is the
agriculture sector

Goingbypast experience,
recovery from recession often
tends to be slowand takes
five to 10 years to reach the
former peak levels of economic
activity

Full year2019-20GDP growth
comes to4.2 per cent
(11-year low) compared to
6.1 per cent in the preceding
financial year

Loss of economic activity due to the
lockdown in the last few days of March has
dragged GDP growth to a 40-quarter low of
3.1 per cent in the fourth quarter of 2019-20

‘Agriculture and allied activities’ grew at
4 per cent in the fiscal ended March
2020, compared to the year-ago growth
of 2.4 per cent

Source: SBI
Research/PTI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MAY30

EVENAS the coronavirus pan-
demic continued to spread and
impact inflowof fundsbyforeign
portfolio investors, foreign ex-
change reserves hit an all-time
highof $490billion in theweek-
endedMay22onaccountof for-
eigndirect investments (FDI),net
inflowof fundsbyFPIs indomes-
ticequitiesoverthe lastcoupleof
weeksandasharpdecline in im-
portexpenditurefollowingimpact
ofpandemiconglobaltrade.
Whiletheforeignexchangere-

servesstartedtodeclineafterhit-
ting ahighof $487billion in the
weekendedMarch6onaccount
of thepandemic, ithasrisenover

the last four consecutiveweeks
and has grown by $10.5 billion
from$479.5billiononApril24 to
$490billiononMay22.
IntheweekendedMay22,the

foreignexchange reserves, how-
ever, grewby$3billion. RBI data
showsthatforeigncurrencyassets
grewby$3billion, leading to the
riseinthereserves.
Theriseinforeignexchangere-

serveshaveresultedintostrength-
ening in the value of the rupee
againsttheUSdollar.Whiletheru-
peehadfallentoalowof76.97on
April 21, it closedat 75.6onMay
29. InMay, FPIs investedanet of
$1.92billionintoIndianequitiesaf-
terpullingout a record$10.3bil-
lioninMarchandApril2020.
“Theriseinforexreservesison

accountof the rise inFPI andFDI

inflowsandareductioninimport
outgo.Whiletheexportshavealso
declined,thefallinimportsismore
sincewe are net importers and
thathelpstheforexreserves,”said
DKPant, chief economist, India
Ratings.While thepandemichas
pushedinvestorstoseekrefugein
saferinvestmentdestinationsand
instruments,leadingtooutflowof
fundsinMarchandApril,therehas
beenarelativecalmonthatfrontin
May.Thecontinuinglowlevelsof
Brent crude oil prices have also
benefittedIndiaanditsforeignex-
changereserves.
Earlier, India’s foreign ex-

change reserves had a smooth
runfornearlysix-monthsasthey
rose week-on-week between
September 20, 2019 and
March6,2020.

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,MAY30

FROMUSINGanexistingmobility
infrastructure for intra-city logis-
ticsto leveragingclientelebaseof
premiumhotelstogeneratebusi-
nessbydeliveringfood,theimpact
of COVID-19and the subsequent
lockdownonrevenuestreams,has
forcedconsumerinternetcompa-
niestothinkoutsidethebox.
For instance, food-delivery

platformSwiggyandridesharing
companyUberhavestartedlever-
aging their two-wheeler fleets to
offer services under Genie and
Connect,respectively,totransport
small items such as office docu-
ments,lunchboxes,etcwithinthe
city limits. Similarly, online travel
agencyMakemytripannouncedit
haspartneredwithpremiumho-
telchainsandindependentprop-
erties inDelhi,Mumbai, Chennai
andBengalurutodeliverfood.
In theearlydaysof the coun-

try-wide lockdown, Swiggy and
its rival Zomato, recognised the
needformoreplayers inthegro-
cery delivery segment and
launchedservicesinthisspace.A
similar pivot was seen with
Domino’sPizzapartnering ITCto
deliveressentialgoods.
TheCOVID-19pandemicand

itsaftereffectshavehitonlineag-
gregatorshard,particularlythose
depending on hospitality seg-
mentssuchashotels,restaurants
and air travel.While domestic
flights have resumed after two
monthswith a truncated sched-
ule—bringing respite to several
stakeholdersincludingcabaggre-
gators, which record a major
chunkofmetro operations from
airportrides—hotelsandrestau-
rants are still not fully open for
business.
“Manysuchonlinecompanies

have long-termplans laidout for
venturingoutintonewbusinesses
to expand their revenue streams

in the future.Muchofwhat you
areseeingrightnowistheacceler-
ation of those plans. There is no
doubtthepandemichasbrought
tailwinds for digital businesses
and everyone would want to
leveragethatopportunity,”saidan
executivewithalargedigitalserv-
icesfirmbasedinMumbai.
Inane-mailtothecompany’s

employees earlier thismonth,
Zomato CEO Deepinder Goyal
said he expected thenumber of
restaurantstoshrinkby25-40per
cent over thenext 6-12months.
AsofMay15,thecompany’sgro-
cerydeliverywentlivein185cities
across India. Similarly, its rival
Swiggyalsoexpandeditsgrocery
delivery operations and chalked
outplanstoinvestmoreeffortsin
services that it deemswill “con-
tinuetodowell”.Ithasalsoreallo-
catedthe jobroles forsomeof its
employeestothiseffect.
“Whilethiscrisishasimpacted

ourcorebusinessnegatively,there
isnodoubtthatwearenowatan
inflectionpoint for the penetra-
tion of digital commerce and
homedeliveryinIndia.Thisoffers
us opportunities to continue in-
vestingourefforts ingroceryand
other service offerings thatwe
thinkwillcontinuetodowell.We
aregoing to invest in thesehigh-
confidenceeffortstofocusnoton
surviving alone, but on growing
along theway by adapting very
quickly.Toenablethis,wehaveal-

ready re-aligned some team
members fromotherbusinesses
intotheseinitiatives,”SwiggyCEO
SriharshaMajetysaid.
The company recently

launchedSwiggyGenie,aservice
usingwhichpeople pick up and
dropoffitemssuchaslunchboxes,
officedocumentsandotherbusi-
ness deliveries. Themodel has
been a raging success in several
European countries and theUS,
whereofficedocumentsaretrans-
ported on a regular basis across
thecity.Expertsbelievethisbusi-
nessmodelholdspotentialgiven
adiscernible shift towardswork
fromhomewhichwill increase
thedemandforsuchintra-cityde-
liveryservices.
Uber,which also offers two-

wheeler ride services, has also
started a similar offering under
UberConnect.“UberConnectwill
be immediately available innine
cities,namely,Kolkata,Guwahati,
Jaipur, Gurgaon, Delhi, Noida,
Chennai, Hyderabad and
Chandigarh so that residents of
these cities can sendand receive
packageswithin the city,while
maintaining social distancing…
All packages should be trans-
portableonatwowheelervehicle,
beunder5kilogramsinweight,se-
curelysealedandnotincludepro-
hibited items such as alcohol,
recreational drugs, ordangerous
andillegal items,”thefirmsaidin
anemailtoitscustomers.

Thereturnpathof theAir IndiaplaneheadedforMoscow
forrepatriationmission. Source: Flightradar24

Swiggydeliveryboysduringthe lockdowninDelhi.Express file

Hit by coronavirus,
online aggregators create
new revenue streams

Weekly Reserves in
$billion

Mar6 487.237
Mar13 481.892
Mar20 469.9
Mar27 475.6
Apr3 474.6
Apr10 476.5
Apr17 479.6
Apr24 479.5
May1 481.08
May8 485.3
May15 487.03
May22 490.04
Source :RBI

ONASTEADYRISE

Forex reserves hit all-time high on FDI,
FPI inflows, fall in import expenditure

Will place draft e-comm policy in public
domain for comments soon: DPIIT Secy
PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
NEWDELHI,MAY30

THE DEPARTMENT for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) will very
soonputadraftecommercepol-
icy in thepublicdomaintoseek
viewsandcomments,atopgov-
ernment official said on
Saturday.
DPIIT Secretary Guruprasad

Mohapatrasaidtheecommerce
isafastemergingsectorandit is
difficult to predictwhere itwill
go in thenext coupleof years.
The country do not have e-

commerce policy and now the
department is currently work-
ingon this, headded.
ThegovernmentinFebruary

last year had already released a
draftnationale-commercepol-
icy, proposing settingupa legal
and technological framework
for restrictions on cross-border
data flowandalso laid out con-
ditionsforbusinessesregarding

collection or processing of sen-
sitive data locally and storing it
abroad.
Several foreigne-commerce

firmshaveraisedconcernsover
somepointsinthedraftpertain-
ing todata.
The secretary said that after

releasingof thedraft inFebruary
2019, general elections hap-
pened and also lot of issues
cameup in thedraft policy .
It isnowrecognisedthat the

country should have a definite,
clear,andcoherentpolicy,which
is keeping in tune with the re-
quirement of the society and
serviceproviders, henoted.
He was speaking at

Rajasthan STRIDE virtual con-
clave, which was organised by
theDepartment of Science and
Technology(DST),Government
of Rajasthan.
Mohapatrawasreplyingtoa

question by DST Secretary
MugdhaSinhaabout the future
of e-commerce as an industry
and its role in theeconomy.

NewDelhi:The revenuede-
partment and DPIIT are
workingtogethertoseewhat
more relaxations can be
giventostartupsunderdirect
andindirecttaxregimewith
aview topromotebudding
entrepreneurs,atopgovern-
mentofficialsaidSaturday.
Secretary in the

Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) Guruprasad
Mohapatra said that they
will be submitting a com-
prehensivevisiondocument
for startups to the Cabinet,
which has proposed series
of steps.
Hesaid theDPIITwill be

extendingmore funds this
year to startups under the
FundofFundsscheme.PTI

DPIIT, revenue
dept weigh options
for more tax reliefs

Delhi-Moscow AI flight returns
midway after pilot found positive

New Delhi
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A
FURTIVENESS cloaks Dharavi
now, its departing inhabitants
wary about stating their local
address. This is a far cry from
last decade’s celebration of

Dharavi’sindustryandenterprise,theslum’s
casting as the beating, clanging, whirring
heart of Mumbai’s famed pursuit of over-
coming theodds.
At1,715Covid-19casesuntilFridayafter-

noon,the2.4-sq-kmslumsprawlaccountsfor
nearly 3% of Maharashtra’s patients, more
than4.5%ofMumbai’scases,andmoreposi-
tivecasesthaninallofOdishaorKerala.
Themunicipal division that Dharavi be-

longsto,theG-NorthWard,hasthemostcases
amongMumbai’s 24wards, andmore than
60percentof thesepatients live inDharavi.
Butinsidetheslum,inthedarkalleyways

whereupper flooroverhangsandmonsoon
tarps and tangled cables provide a dank
shadefromablazingMayafternoon,thecon-
versations are not about the disease at all,
norabouttheneighbourhoodcasesorquar-
antined families.
“When canwe go back towork?” asks

ShaheenShaikh,45,waitingoutsideamunic-
ipalhealthpost forapainkillerafterpullinga
backmuscle. Her husband is a severe alco-
holic, sinkingall hiswages intohis fix on the
days that hemanaged to haul himself to a
nearby traffic junction to be picked up by
labourcontractors.Shaheenhasraisedhersix
childrenbymakingbeadtrinketsathome.The
older children have dropped out of school
now, and her eldest son, just 18, lost a two-
month-oldjobasastorehelperatthestartof
thelockdown.“Therearelimitstocharityalso.
EveryoneinDharaviwilltellyouthatthegro-
ceriesbeinghandedoutbycharitableorgan-
isationsaregraduallyshrinking,”shesays.
Shaheen’s dupatta iswound around her

headandcoversmuchofherface.Theother
patientswaitingpatientlyat thehealthpost
allwearfacemaskstoo.Theattendantwrit-
ing down patient details sits behind a desk
andwears a partial PPE, the auxiliary nurse
midwife (ANM) wears a face mask and
gloves. But thepatients sit right next to one
another, inching closer together as conver-
sations begin, not about the pandemic but
abouthealth facilities in the teemingslum.
Bugappa,anAndhraPradeshnativewho

has worked in Mumbai as a construction
worker for more than two decades, has
broughthisdaughter to theclinicwithase-
vere chest congestion. “It doesn’tmake any
sensetogototheprivateclinics.Theycharge
aprettyfeetoeventuallysendusbacktomu-
nicipalhospitals.Butatthemunicipalclinic,
wegetthesamemedicineateveryvisit--no
changeinmedicationevenif thepatienthas-
n’t improved,”hesays.
Eightyearsold,AartiBugappadeclaresbe-

tween coughs that she has quit school after
Class II, quite firmevenwhenherweary fa-
ther tells her she’s expected to returnwhen
schools re-open. Her schooling is one of the
reasons Bugappa is toughing it out through
thelockdown,theotherbeingthatthereisno
landlordbreathingdownhisneck—heowns
thepuccaslumstructurewherehelives.
Waitingwith them is PremchandPatwa,

whoisgivenalouddressingdownbytheANM
for not visiting the nearby Lokmanya Tilak
MunicipalGeneralHospital to showdoctors
thelumpgrowinginhisabdomen.
“Will markets be normal before

Rakshabandhan?” is all hewants to know,
wavingoffconcernedqueriesaboutwhether
the lump is painful. Patwamakes colourful
rakhis at home, and survives the rest of the
year doing odd jobs. “Everything else is just

fine,” theAllahabadnative assures you, tak-
ingoffhis facemasktohaveaconversation.

■ ■ ■

Byvariousestimates,8.5 lakhtoamillion
people live inDharavi, rendering the slum’s
incidenceofCovidcasespermillionnearly13
timesthepermillionrateforthecountry.And
withMumbai one of just 20 districtswhere
two-thirds of the country’s patients— and
deaths—are concentrated, localities suchas
Dharavi arewhere officials are engaged in a
pitchedbattleagainstthepandemic.
In these localities, everyother alleyway is

sealedofftoimposeaquarantine.Healthwork-
ers in full PPE enter these colonies,walking
through amaze of lanes to identify patients
andtake themtoambulanceswaitingon the
main90FeetRoador60FeetRoad, or some-
timeswalkthemallthewaytothequarantine
centrenearby. It isalmostlikeaperp-walk.
On Friday, a team fromHealth PostNo. 2

walks into intoachawl, ledbytheAccredited
SocialHealthActivist (ASHA)andanganwadi
workerwhoknowthelocalitybest.
The first stop is an incorrect address, and

they’reredirectedtotherearendofthecolony.
At the secondstop, the family insists it’smis-
taken identity—nobody is sick. Eventually, it
emergesthattheneighbourshadcomplained
againstthefamilyfornotcompletingquaran-
tineafteracontactwasfoundpositive.
Tempersrunhighbrieflyastheyoungman

of the family emerges at the doorway and
threatenstoassaulttheneighbourwhocom-
plained.ANMVibhaKulkarnisaysthisiscom-
mon, and the teamdealswith the reluctant
familywithgoodhumourandtact.“Putthem
all‘inside’fortwoweeks,”aneighbourshouts.
“I’ll startwithyou,” retorts theASHAleading
the team. Finally, after a 15-minute standoff,
clothesarepulledoff theclotheslinehanging
outside,themaleadultasksforpermissionto
visitthepublictoilet,fistsarestampedforthe
quarantineandthefivemembersofthefam-
ily walk out, two policewomenwith only
handkerchievesacrosstheirfacesbringingup
the rear of themarch to the quarantine cen-
tre.Soonafter,amanspraysdisinfectantatthe
doorstep of the just-quarantined family, the
canof chemical onhis back bearing the face
andnameofalocalCongress leader.
“Privacy, secrecy, genuine awareness on

howtopreventthespreadofthedisease,good

privatemedicalcarethatcansupplementthe
public health system’swork, any possibility
of real social distancing, adequatewater for
all,allof thesearemissingintheslums,”says
GulzarWaqarKhan,atraderandsocialactivist
whohasbeenhelpingdistributefreegroceries
andbottlesof sanitisertoDharavi’s residents
throughhisHumSabEkHai Foundation, set
upbyhisfathertohelpkeepthepeaceduring
the1992-1993communalriots inMumbai.
AnativeofBareillyhimself,Khansayshe’s

getting worried calls from acquaintances
acrossthecountryaskingifhe’sokay.“People
going home fromDharavi are scared to say
theywerelivinghere,buthey,we’reallgoing
to continue living here—Dharavi is not ex-
ploding,” he says. “There is nothing surpris-
ingaboutthenumberof caseshere.”

■ ■ ■

AlmosteveryonewhohaslivedinDharavi
forafewyearsagreesthatitshouldhavebeen
obviousfromthestartthata‘lockdown’would
worsen theepidemiological disaster that is a
Mumbaislumcolony.Alreadylivinginunsan-
itaryconditions,sharingtoilets,theforcedse-
questeringimperilledpeoplefurther.
OnMay4,Mumbaihadabout9,000cases,

growing tomore than 20,000 cases onMay
17whenthenextlockdownwasimposed,and
now36,710 as Lockdown5.0 is anticipated.
The areas that have seen the largest rise in
numberofcasesarelocalitiesofthepoor,slum
colonies and chawl buildings,municipal ad-
ministrativewards such as L, G South and E
seeingthemaximumnumberofcases,allre-
gionswithdenselypopulatedslumsinwhich
notmorethan5percenthaveatoiletathome.
Theyarealllocalitieswithlargepopulationsof
working-classmigrants rendereddesperate
tofindawaytogethomebecauseoftwinfears
—destitutionintheabsenceofwagesandthe
sensethatthediseaseisclosingin.
InDharavi,therewere590casesonMay4,

risingto1,028casesonMay14.Afortnightlater,
onMay29,thenumberwas1,715,including70
deaths— every single resident of the slum
blamestherisingnumberonthelockdown.
Approximately 40 per cent of Dharavi’s

residents aremigrantworkers living in the
mostinformalarrangements,especiallythose
withoutfamilymembershere,sharingatiny
10x10feet roomwithadozenothers,having
lived here for less than five to six years. This

segmentofDharavi’spopulationisnoweither
waitingtoleaveorhasleft,onboardatruckor
busoraspecialShramiktrain.
“Sabbhaaggaye,”saythehandfulofwork-

ersstillleftinDharavi’sShakirCompound,13th
CompoundandSanaullahCompound,aseries
of informal industrial layoutson thewestern
edgeoftheslumadjoiningatwo-metre-wide
fetidgutterwithpedestrianbridgesacrossit.
Thesiteof,untilrecently,acrushofwork-

ers in soot coloured clothes, blue plastic
drumsofcausticpaintsanddyes,andaseaof
candy coloured granules of recycled plastic
ondirtytinroofs,thehushintheseindustrial
compoundsiseerie.Overtheslowdownturn
of thepast twoyears,manyrecyclershadal-
ready shifted business tomore inexpensive
units inVasai andBhiwandion theoutskirts
ofMumbai, their units replacedbygarment
sweatshopswhereworkerspoured inevery
morning by the thousands. Those units are
all locked,workershavingmostly left forvil-
lages and unit owners living elsewhere.
Friendlystraydogsandafewpetgoatsroam
thedustystreetsof thesecompounds.
Sadabriksh Kanojia of Gorakhpur is

among the few still living in Sanaullah
Compound, looking after the plastic crush-
ingunitforhisemployerwhoisstuckinGoa.
Hismonthly salary of Rs 12,000 is assured,
and themore strenuous tasks of heaving
drums of the crushed plastic to be dried on
theroof are suspended fornow.
“If Iwaituntilthebossreturns,hewillpay

for my journey home also,” says Kanojia.
Philosophical about his humble circum-
stances,Kanojiasayshehasseencompletely
illiteratemenbecome‘seths’ andthosewith
degrees sortingplastic tomakea living.
“Muchofourexistenceisdictatedbyfate.

Some of those returning home nowmay
neverfindajobpayingRs12,000amonthand
will have to return toMumbai eventually—
our connectionwith this city is also fate,” he
says.HischildrenSavitri,NeerajandSurajhave
watchednewsreportsaboutDharavi,andthe
familyisurginghimtoreturnhome.“Eventhe
poorwant to bewith their loved ones, you
know,”hesmiles. “They’rescaredforme,but
thingsareactuallyquitealrighthere.”

■ ■ ■

But if the the sweatshops and industrial
unitswearacloakofshockedsilence,theres-

identialquartersarestill crowded.“Youcan’t
help it. If there are 30,000 people living in
homesalongasmall alleyway,naturally400
or500will gatherat themedical stores, veg-
etablehandcartsorcommunity toilets,” says
Lavgan Parmar, a 55 year-old scrap collector
belongingtoKarajkhedainGujarat.
Parmar lives in Dhorwada, just off

Kakkayya Street, which forms part of
Dharavi’s ‘Chinna Tamil Nadu’ or small TN,
tuckedawaybehindthemodernfacadeofthe
KamarajarMemorialEnglishSchoolbuilding.
Dhorwada is one of the poorest parts of
Dharavi, and also among the angriest now,
withresidentssayingtheyhavebeendeliber-

ately neglected by politicians and other or-
ganisationsfordistributionof freegroceries.
“If they’re distributing rations near the

Mariammantemple,they’llsayit’snotforyou,
only for Tamil people. Or closer to that sign-
boardwithMLA Varsha Gaikwad’s name,
they’llsayit’sonlyforCongresswallahs— it’s
as if thisportionofDhorwada isdeliberately
neglectedbyeveryone,”saysAshokGheware,
spittingdisgustedlyintothenarrowtwo-feet
alleyseparatinghishomefromtheoneacross.
“Distribution of relief material has be-

come a political and caste and community
game,” saysGheware,whosports abig ver-
milliondotonhis foreheadandwearswhat
appears to be amangalsutra and gold jew-
ellery inmultipleear-piercings.
AnHIV/AIDSworkerandaself-confessed

professional‘baba’orspiritualguru,Gheware
hasmade it a point to collect his entire PDS
quota from the ration shops to cook khichdi
for neighbours. The Parmars are struggling,
and Lavgan says he has had to feed his chil-
drenonlyboiledriceandsaltfordays,thattoo
becausesomebodyofferedhimfreerice.“We
havemadechapatisalsoof rice,”hesays.
Twodoorsaway,AhmadiShaikhKhatun,

fromSitamarhi in Bihar, says her husband, a
cook,hasbeenwithoutwagesfornearlythree
monthsnow.Amother of sevengirls andan
infantboy,Ahmadiusedtosupplementtheir
incomebyrunninga ‘bissi’, a termfor the in-
formalmessrunoutofhundredsofhomesin
Dharaviwhereworkerscometoeattwomeals
adayforamonthly fee. “Withworkersgone,
there’snobissiworkalso,”shesays.Herelder
childrenhavepulledoutofschooltoo,mirror-
ingacommontrendinDharavinow.
“Education, nutrition, sanitation— these

arethethingsweneedtotalkaboutinDharavi
goingforward,”saystheactivistGulzarKhan,
whoisabouttolaunchapilotprojectonthor-
oughly sanitising threepublic toilets repeat-
edlythroughtheday,hopingthiscanbescaled
up. Immunisationof childrenhas takenahit
with families leaving suddenly. Andchildren
whowerestruggling in finalyearsof second-
aryschoolareatdangerofbeingpushedbycir-
cumstancesintofindingemploymentinstead.
“Butfornow,everyone’stalkingaboutsur-

vival alone—themiddleclassesarenowbe-
ginning to accept charity despite the deep
shamethis comeswith. Somanyapparently
well-to-do families accepted food packets
fromusonChandRaatbeforeEid.”
Thepovertyclockhasbeguntotickback-

wardinDharavi.
Figuratively speaking, the slum is back

nowwhere itwas in theyear1896,whenan
outbreak of the bubonic plague ravaged
Bombay,ontheperipheryof thebigcity.
Theplague inBombaywas central to the

drafting and enacting of the Epidemic
Diseases Act that is now in force, but for
Dharavi, that is not the only vestige of the
plague. It took eight years, but the eventual
outcomeof that epidemicand theexodusof
workers in that periodwas the formation of
theBombayCity ImprovementTrust in1898
and the reimaginingof howBombayites, in-
cludingthe ‘natives’,wouldliveinthefuture.
Around the 1920s, the Trust planned to

convert the area occupied byDharavi’s tan-
neriesintoa“salubrious”suburb,thetanning
units themselves proposed to bemoved to
Trombay, nowanother sprawling slumarea
alongsideindustrialunits.
That dream for a newDharavi remained

unfulfilled.Welloveracenturylater,another
crisisbringswithitanopportunity.Thisisthe
timetoreimagineDharaviandresolveitsfun-
damentalquestions—ofhousing,sanitation,
healthcareandeducation.

RAVI
Onceemblematicof
Mumbai’senterprise,
theslumisnowaCovid-
19hotspot,witness to
distressanddisease.
KAVITHAIYERvisits the
2.4-kmsprawl to find its
residentsgrappling
with issues thathave
alwayshobbledtheir
lives—sanitation,
healthandpoverty

INSIDE
DHARAVI

Photos:NirmalHarindran

(Top)Dharaviaccounts fornearly3%ofMaharashtra’sCovid-19patients, andmorethan4.5%ofMumbai’s cases;
(above)healthworkers in fullPPEwalkthroughlanes to identifypatients totakethemtothequarantinecentre

WITH1,715Covid-19casesamong
lessthanamillionpeople,Dharavi in
Mumbai is India’s largestcontiguous
hotspot. WitheverythirdCovid-19
patient inIndianowinMaharashtra,
thecurveforthenationalgrowthrate
verycloselyresemblesthatof the
state. If thespreadinMaharashtra is
contained,or itsgrowthslowed
down,asizeablepartof theproblem
inthecountrywouldbetakencareof.

Thegrowth
curve link

THENUMBERS

1,715
positivecases inDharavi
(tillMay29)

CasesonMay4 590

CasesonMay14 1,028

70
deaths (tillMay29)

2,816
positivecases inG-NorthWard, the
municipaldivision inwhich
Dharavi is located(tillMay28)

36,710
positivecases inMumbai (May29)

62,228
positivecases inMaharashtra
(tillMay29)

MAHARASHTRA’SGROWTHRATE

5.44%
higherthannationalaverageof
5.02%
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THISWEEKIwriteasa‘prophetofdoom.’
ThisiswhattheSolicitorGeneralof India
calls those who draw attention to the
worst humanitarian disaster India has
seen in a long, long time. When the
Supreme Court finally took notice last
week of the awful plight of ourmigrant
workers, this iswhat TusharMehta said
onbehalfofhisclient,thePrimeMinister:
“Butwehavesomethingcalledprophets
of doom who only spread negativity,
negativity, and negativity. All these
people writing on social media, giving
interviews, cannot even acknowledge
what is being done…they are not
showinganycourtesy to thenation.”
It is a statement that has done the

PrimeMinistermoreharmthananything
said by us ‘prophets of doom.’ This is
because Mr Mehta showed arrogant
contempt for those who have suffered.
They have suffered due to criminal
negligenceonthepartofourofficials.Not
Covid-19. Last week, TV reporters
interviewed those who still queue for
hours and days outside railway and bus
stations in Delhi andMumbai. And, the
hungry, thirsty, angry people in these
queues said that if they had been given
more than four hours’ notice before the
first lockdown, they would have found
their ownway home. True. Theywould
still findtheirownwayhomeif theyhad
not run out of theirmeagre savings, lost
their jobs and been thrown out of the
hovelstheyrentintheslumsofourcities.
So, the Supreme Court is right when it
saysthatitisnowtheresponsibilityofthe
Central and state governments to help
thesedesperatepeoplegethome.
Whenever I havewritten about their

plightinthiscolumn,andasa‘prophetof
doom’ Ihavedonethisoften, Ihavebeen
attackedbyBJPsupporters.Virulentlyon
Twitter. And, more gently in private
conversations. In one of these private
conversations, a friendwho has been a
longtime supporter of Modi had this to
say:“IfModihadnotbeenprimeminister
people would have died like flies, the
deadwould have been lying in heaps. It
isbecauseof the total lockdownthatour
deathshavebeensolowandthevirushas
spreadmoreslowly.”
Deathshave,mercifully,beenlowand

this is something for medical
professionals and virologists to analyse.
But, thevirusisnowspreadingfast. If the
urgencywithwhich the PrimeMinister
ordered the first total lockdown was
intended to prevent migrant workers
from travelingout of the cities, then this
objectivefailed.Nowthattheyhavebeen
confined for weeks in living quarters so
cramped that social distancing was
impossible, they aremore likely to carry
thevirusbacktotheirvillages.Covid-19is
soevilavirusthatithasprovedincountry
aftercountrythat itcanmakeamockery
of themostcarefulplanning.
In India we have not seen careful

planning.Wehaveseencarelessplanning
and needless brutality, and the
combination of these two things have
created a manmade disaster that has
caused more suffering than the
pandemic. A heartbreaking video of a
littleboyliftinghisdeadmother’sshroud
to tryandwakeherwentviral lastweek.
There are probably many other untold
storieslikethisfromwhichthelessonthat
ourheartlessofficialsshouldlearnisthat
thesepeoplearetherealstrengthof India.
Life for them even in normal times is so
hard that they have learned real
resilience.Itistheirblood,sweatandtears
that pulses through the veins of the
‘nation’. It is they who constitute the
nation. So, if the Solicitor General
exceededhisbrief inhisstatementinthe
Supreme Court, the Prime Minister
shouldsackhim.
Narendra Modi has always prided

himselfonbeingamanofthepeople.One
reasonwhyhewasabletowinthetrustof
thosemillions of Indians who voted to
givehimasecondtermisbecausehewas
seenassomeonewhocaredforordinary
people. And, not as someone who
belongedtotheprivilegedelitecocooned
in that enclaveof political power reviled
byModi’ssupportersas ‘LootyensDelhi.’
But, ever since this pandemic, it has
becomemoreandmoreevidentthat the
menwho constitute thepolitical elite in
his ‘new’ India are as drunkwith power
as theoldeliteoncewas.
Therecanbenootherexplanationfor

whytheSolicitorGeneralof Indiabelieves
that those who have tried to draw
attentiontotheterriblesufferingthatour
migrant workers have endured are not
showing “courtesy to the nation”. If he
believes that his client, theGovernment
of India, is the nation, then he needs to
have his head examined. For my part, I
will continue to spread ‘negativity,
negativity, negativity’ because I believe
that this is the only way to show a
modicum of ‘courtesy’ to the people
withoutwhosegrit andhardwork there
wouldbenonation.
It istheirsonswhodieonourborders,

their sonswho toil daily to produce the
food that we eat and their sons and
daughters who endure hardship,
adversityandthebrutalcontemptofour
officials to keep the engines of our cities
running. If saying thismeans that I ama
prophetofdoom,thenitisabadgeIwear
withhonour.

Negativity
is good

Fifth
COLUMN
TAVLEENSINGH
Twitter@tavleen_singh

She
SAID
RASHMIMOHANTY

In the long run, can I
have it all, every day?

TENYEARSago, I lacedupmyshoes, took
to the road and started a journeywhich
redefinedme.Atthetime,Iwasmourning
the loss ofmy father,managing two tod-
dlers,doingajobwhichIwasn’tenjoying,
despite its good earning potential, and
clearly needed an escape. That escape
came in the formof ameetingwithpeo-
ple who got together on weekends for
longruns.Forthosefewhoursontheroad,
laughing and chatting with them, one
would forget theworriesbackhome.
Beinganathlete inschoolandcollege

helped me build my stamina fast, and
soon, from5kmruns, Iprogressedtohalf
marathons. InNovember 2010, I ranmy
firsthalfmarathon,andbythenIwasto-
tally hooked. I have run many half
marathons, marathons, and even ultra
marathons since. I was one of the first
womenultramarathonrunners in India
andnowhavemany100kmraces tomy
credit—the longestbeing130km. Ihave
runtheprestigiousComradesMarathon
in SouthAfrica twice and completedul-
tras in Singapore and Hong Kong. At
times, the tracks were tough but I en-
joyedthebeautiful trailsandfeltatpeace
withmyself.
Running not only gaveme a fit body,

but also the confidence and patience to
take on any challenge that life threw at
me. It gavemeendorphins to stayhappy
nomatterwhatthedaylookedlike.Every
time I stand at the start line, I know that
when I finish this run—underwhatever
conditions, in whatever time— there is
something new and exciting that I will
discover aboutmyself. It could be some-
thing about my training regimen, my
mental strength andwill power,my en-
durance level,or simplymyability to tol-
erate boredom andmonotony. At night,
duringsomeof thelonelystretchesinmy
ultra runs, I discovered that I can live by
myself forever!
As a workingwoman, managingmy

passionalongwithmyfamilyandprofes-
sionalcommitmentsisn’teasy.Longruns,
recovery and travel for races have to be
balancedwith time forwork and home.
So I defined what mademe happy and
cut down on activities that weren’t in
sync withmy passion. I gave up binge-
watchingTVshows,andinsteadbeganto
readbooksandwatchdocumentarieson
running. I fuss less over the disorder in
thehouseandspendmoretimewithmy
children, listening to them and partici-
pating in their lives. I am a practising

Buddhist and with my daily chanting,
workandhomechores,andmyrunning,
I have a super busyday. It’s a daywhere,
in my ownway, I have it all — ‘all’ that
makesmewho I am.
I have also realised that there is no

suchthingasawork-lifebalance.WhenI
say‘haveitall’, itmaynotbeonadailyba-
sis,but I trytoachievethebalancebypri-
oritising.Onsomedaysmyworkandfam-
ily come first, and then are timeswhen
myrunningtakesprecedenceoverevery-
thingelse.
The current lockdown hasmade pri-

oritisingachallengeforsomeofus—work
calls,householdchores, children’sonline
classesetc.As therunningseason isover,
thelockdownis, inaway,aforcedrestpe-
riod forme, allowing thebody to recover
fromnigglesand injuries. I amalsousing
this time to do yoga, and focus on exer-

cisesformyupperbodyandcorestrength.
These days, I amworking on completing
108SuryaNamaskars inonesession.
Runningamarathonisametaphorfor

life. You learn to break your goal into
smallergoals, tolookateachobstacleasa
challenge, toadaptandreorganiseonthe
go,andtonotbeafraidof experimentsor
calculatedrisks.Youlearnthatyoucando
more thanwhat you think. A study says
that when yourmind tells you that you
are ready to quit, you are only spent 40%
physically.Sowhenyoubeatthatvoicein
thehead,youlearnnotjusthowtokeepat
it, but how to keep at it patiently. I look
forward todoing thateachday.

RashmiMohanty isChief Financial
Officer atClixCapital.

National Editor Shalini Langer curates the
fortnightly ‘SheSaid’ column

WHAT IS Xi Jinping up to? While the
world is still copingwith the pandemic,
he has begun a strife on three fronts. He
has effectively abrogated the treatywith
the United Kingdomwherein China had
promised tomaintaina special status for
Hong Kong under the ‘one country, two
systems’principle.XihasgottheNational
Assembly of China to agree to his plan.
HowtheUKreactsremainstobeseen.He
has also, without provocation, called for
incorporation of Taiwanback intomain-
landChinaafter71years. Last, andnot at
all the least, he has hotted up the border

warwith India.
Why, andwhy now? The question of

Whyisrelativelyeasytoanswer.Allthree
demandsrelatetothecoreprogrammeof
Chinesenationalism.HongKongwaspart
of China till the British seized it. In 1997,
when the time came to give up the long
lease onHong Kong, the British realised
that theywere nowmuchweaker com-
pared to China than in the past. The UK
cannotsingle-handedlystopXifromtak-
ingoverHongKong.
TheAmericans are, however, coming

to Hong Kong’s help. Secretary of State
MikePompeohasaskedtheUSCongress
toplace sanctionsonHongKong regard-
ingtravelandfinancial transactionswith

theUS.If theCongressagrees,HongKong
is finishedasaglobal financial centre.
Taiwan was where the defeated

regime of Chiang Kai-Shek, China’s last
non-communistpresident, retiredwhen
theCommunistPartycapturedBeijing. In
theChineseConstitutionthereisapledge
to regain Taiwan. Here again, if China
makes a decisivemove, the USwill send
itsnavy todefendTaiwan.
Thus, the twomoves are part of the

agenda of Chinese nationalism, a desire
forAkhandChinaas itwere. But thebor-
derwarwithIndiawhichXiseemstohave
revived is also a part of the same drive.
China takes the view that when it was
weakinthelasttwocenturies,Britaintook

advantage, seized Chinese (or Tibetan)
territory and incorporated it in British
India.Chinabegantoaskfor it frominde-
pendentIndiainJawaharlalNehru’sdays.
Nehru took the view that territory of
British India (Partition apart)was Indian
territory.
Xiisplayingforhighstakesforanother

majorplank inChinesenationalism.This
istheideathatChinahastoregainitspole
positionintheworld—MiddleEarth—as
it was till the 17th century. This requires
Chinatobethetopeconomicandmilitary
power. In technology, China has already
outstrippedUSastheHuaweicontroversy
shows. US wants to fight China on that
front through sanctions in cooperation

withEurope.
Hence, this timetheChina-Indiacon-

frontation will not be an isolated affair
with India friendlessas in1962. Itwill be
part of a global (hopefully) Cold War.
Manmohan Singh and George Bush had
arrived at a tacit understanding to help
eachotherout if awarwithChinawas to
breakoutforeithercountry.SotheUSwill
helpIndia.DonaldTrump’soffertomedi-
ate is justhisusualTwitter reaction.
Butinalandwaralongtheborder,the

US is not much help. The US has been
twice repulsed by China in landwars, in
KoreaandthenVietnam.
So India on land and US in the seas,

hopefullywithUSair support for India.

China’s war on IndiaOut of
MYMIND
MEGHNADDESAI

VGROWwasabarristerpracticinginthe
HighCourtofMadras.Hewasaleft-lean-
ingliberal.HehadpromotedthePeople’s
Education Society to popularise useful
knowledge inall sciences;political edu-
cation;andart,literatureanddrama.The
ConstitutionofIndiahadcomeintoforce
onJanuary26,1950andtherewasagreat
senseoffreedom—especiallyofthefree-
domsguaranteedunderArticle19of the
Constitution. One of the freedomswas
the“righttoformassociationsorunions”.
Averyanti-communiststategovern-

ment of thenMadras State passed an
Order onMarch 10, 1950, declaring the
People’sEducationSocietyasan“unlaw-
fulassociation”. Itdidsobyinvokingthe
Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act,
1908—repeat, the1908Actofacolonial
era. The Act and the Order were chal-
lenged in theHigh Court. Realising that
the Order was indefensible, on August
12, 1950, the state governmentbrought
amendments,ostensiblyto ‘strengthen’
the provisions of the parent Act and to
providea‘reasonable’procedure,andap-
plied the amendments to previous
Ordersbya legal fiction.

HIGH DUTY OF
SENTINEL

The legal legerdemain did not suc-
ceed before the Full Bench of the High
Court (Chief Justice Rajamannar and
Justices Satyanarayana Rao and
Viswanatha Sastri). The High Court
struck down theMadras Amendments

aswell as theOrder.
Dismissing the appeal to the

Supreme Court, Chief Justice Patanjali
Sastri,speakingforaConstitutionBench
of five judges,wrote:
“If, then, the courts in this country

faceup to such important andnone too
easytask, it isnotoutof anydesiretotilt
at legislative authority in a crusader’s
spirit, but in discharge of a duty plainly
laiduponthembytheConstitution.This
is especially true as regards the ‘funda-
mentalrights’astowhichthisCourthas
been assigned the role of a sentinel on
thequi vive.” (emphasismine)
Overtheyears,theSupremeCourt,like

anyotherinstitutionandlikeinanyother
country,stumbledonoccasion,butquickly
lifteditself,dustedthesand,andstrodelike
acolossus.Thatiswhycourts(withalltheir
deficiencies), and the SupremeCourt in
particular, are the institutions that enjoy
thehighestpublicconfidence.
I havewritten this long preamble to

soften the criticism that the Supreme
Courthasattracted intwocases,yetun-
decided, of great importance to the rule
of lawin this country.

DEMONETISATION
DEBACLE

The first is theDemonetisation case.
Aseveryoneknows,onNovember8,2016,
theCentralgovernmentdeclaredasillegal
the Rs 1,000 and the Rs 500 currency
notes.ThatsingleactsettheIndianecon-
omyonadownwardcourse.Beginningin

thelastquarterof2017-18,thegrowthrate
of GDPbegan to slide. That slide contin-
ued for seven successive quarters and
would have touched a new low in the
eighth quarter too (Jan-March 2020).
Coronavirus struck India, and our atten-
tionwasdiverted.But,rememberalways,
thatthecurrenteconomiccrisispre-dated
thepandemicandthelockdown.
Demonetisationwaschallengedinthe

SupremeCourtandinseveralHighCourts.
OnDecember 16, 2016, a Benchof three
judges, led by Chief Justice
T S Thakur passed a detailed order. The
CourtadmittedtheWritPetitions,framed
nine important questions,withdrewall
similar cases pending before the High
Courtstoitself,restrainedanyotherCourt
fromentertainingordecidinganycaseon
Demonetisationand,havingregardtothe
general public importance of the issues,
directed that thematters be heard by a
ConstitutionBenchof five judges.That is
wheretheDemonetisationcasestandsin
thelastnearlyfouryears.

CONSTITUTIONAL
COUP

The other is the case of Jammu &
Kashmir and Article 370. On August 5,
2019, the President issued two
Constitution Orders virtually repealing
Article 370 and applying all the provi-
sionsof theConstitutiontoJ&K.Thecon-
sequentialactionshavecausedacolossal
upheaval: the special status enjoyed by
J&Kwas abolished, the State was dis-

membered intotwoUnionTerritories, a
total lockdown was imposed, the
Legislative Council was abolished, the
Legislative Assembly was dissolved,
President’sRulewascontinuedandthen
replacedbyGovernor’sRule,allstatutory
bodiesincludingtheStateHumanRights
Commissionwere dissolved, hundreds
ofpoliticalleadersandactivistswerede-
tained (some includingMsMehbooba
Mufti andMrSaifuddin Soz are still un-
der detentionwithout charges), domi-
cile lawswere drastically revised, and
manyrights, includingmediarights,are
inastateof suspension.
By an Order datedMarch 2, 2020, a

Constitution Bench led by Justice
NVRamanarejectedcertainpreliminary
objections and orally observed that the
cases will be listed for hearing.
Coronavirus intervened, and a nation-
wide lockdownwas imposedonMarch
25. The cases have not been listed for
hearing.OnMay4, anorderwaspassed
in a separatematter relating to ban on
Internetand4G.
The point of this column is that the

Supreme Court’s resolve to be the sen-
tinel on the qui vivewill be tested again
and again. The Court must not flinch
fromitsduty,notever.
Other issues of equal gravity have

comeupbeforetheCourtsinrecenttimes,
but since these are happening events, I
shall reserve comment for another day.
The fervent prayer of all citizens is that
‘May the superior courts of India always
bealiveandequaltothenobledutysetby
Chief JusticePatanjaliSastri.’

Sentinelonthequivive

Over the years, the Supreme
Court, like any other

institution and like in any
other country, stumbled on
occasion, but quickly lifted
itself, dusted the sand, and

strode like a colossus. That is
why courts (with all their

deficiencies), and the
Supreme Court in particular,

are the institutions that
enjoy the highest public

confidence
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Website:pchidambaram.in
Twitter@Pchidambaram_IN

THEURGENTtopic thatweallneedtopay
attentionto,moresotheScheduledCastes
andScheduledTribes, is thesuspensionof
labour laws. BJP-ruled statesUP,MP and
Gujaratactedwithlightningspeedasifthey
werewaitingforanopportunitytopushthe
labouringclassoutofwhateverlittlesecu-
rity theyhad.Morenotoriously, UP came
upwith anordinance seeking exemption
forfirmsfromalmostalllabourlaws.Inad-
ditiontotheBJPstates,otherCongress-ruled
states(RajasthanandPunjab)havealsoini-
tiatedchangesalongwithBJD-ruledOdisha.
Labour laws are a conglomeration of

closeto250Centralandstatelawsthatgrant
protectiontothelabourerbyregulatingfair
wages,conditionsofwork,overtime,leave,
andsocialsecuritiesthroughemployment
security. Suspending them is violation of
Constitutionalprovisions(Art21,24,24)and
international covenants (International
CovenantonEconomic,SocialandCultural
Rights) that gives rights to workers to
unioniseandbargainforfairness.
As a start, why did the state govern-

ments feel theneed to change the laws in
pandemictimes?Thecommonanswer: it
istorevamptheeconomybyattractingin-
vestments, which, in turn, will produce
more jobs. Local and international experi-
encedon’tsupporttheclaim.A2017study
by theVVGiri National Labour Institute
foundthatrelaxationoflabourlawsdidnot
succeed in “attracting big investments,
boosttoindustrializationortojobcreation”.
Historically,labourlawswereneverfully

implementedbyprivate firms.Theorgan-
isedsectormanagedtosurpassregulations
byhiringworkerswithout contractwhile
thebabussniffedthefavours.Sotheprob-
lemthatwearestaringatrightnowisabout
India’s93% labour force that isbeyondthe
ambitof formallegal labourprotection.
Withover 90% jobsunregulated, India

isaplanetoftheinformalsector.Theinfor-
mal sectorhasbeencraftlymaintainedby
thestatesoitcanplunderthehardworking
labourer’stoil justforaday’smeal.
The NSS 55th Round Survey on

Employment-Unemployment identified
closetohalfabillionpeopleinvolvedinthe
informalsector.Theapathytowards infor-

malworkersissuchthatthereisnocredible,
unanimousagreementonthenumbersof
informallabourers.Withinthis,thereisno
cleartabulationonDalitsandAdivasiswho
formthefoundationof thissector.
According to a 2010Oxfam report on

‘SocialDiscrimination in India’, Dalits and
Adivasisconstitutethe“highestproportion
of the population” in the informal sector
workforce,with 89%of themdistributed
across fourpovertygroups: theextremely
poor, poor,marginal, andvulnerable.Also,
thereportsays,85% ofMuslimsintheinfor-
mal sector “find themselves in lowest four
incomegroups”.Thehardesthitwillbethe
95%womenworkingintheinformalsector.
Theshamefulstateof theinformalsec-

torisanoutcomeofthecasteistvoyeurism
inthelivesofcaste-dlabourers.Bysuspend-
inglabourlawsandpushinganentireecon-
omytoinformalwork,thestateiscommit-
ted to replicating the Varna model of
production,wherein theworth and com-
pensatoryvalueof theworkingclass isdi-
minishedby removing it fromthe regula-
tionofhumaneprotectionsthatrecognise
thevalueoftheirlabour.ThatishowAvarnas
werecreatedtoprohibitanyformofdem-
ocraticworkingculturefortheoppressed.
This issue isnot limited to threeor five

states.ThosethreeBJP-ruledstatesconsti-
tute an essential base for the BJP’s rise to
power. Injecting a Hindu propaganda
through theHindutva-Jaatitva nexus, the
BJPhasdeclared its anti-poor, anti-labour
policy,which,inacastesociety,isalsoanti-
Dalit,anti-Adivasiandanti-Muslim.
Withfeathersoffailuresweighinginits

hat, theBJP’s hypeof Hinduwaad is going
togetmorecredentialsatthehandsoftheir
richpatronswhilethepoorHinduswillget
highbyrejoicingthegreatnessof amythi-
cal Indianpast, believing that they’re bro-
keringarevengeupontheirrichbosses.
The labourerswhodiedon the streets

weremostlyDalits andAdivasis— those
crushed on the railway tracks near
AurangabadweremostlyGonds.
In such times, the government should

studyothercountries.Aseriouseffortcould
potentiallyleadustosomepath—liketop-
pinguptheincomeoftheworkingclassthe
wayCanadaandUSdid.Vietnam,UK,Italy
andSpainoffergoodexplanationsonhow
tohandlecash flowstothepoor. If labour-
ers get dismayed, itwill take a generation
to fix the broken trust. And in a fractured
India,we cannot afford to leave ourmost
essentialcolleaguestofendforthemselves.

SurajYengde,authorofCasteMatters,
curatesthefortnightly ‘Dalitality’column

Dalitality
SURAJYENGDE
Twitter@Surajyengde

Labour laws and the
muffled voices of 93%
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THE FORMERMinneapolis po-
lice officer who was seen on
videousinghiskneetopindown
George Floyd, who died shortly
after, was arrested and charged
withmurder,theauthoritiesan-
nouncedonFriday.
The former officer, Derek

Chauvin, 44, was chargedwith
third-degree murder and sec-
ond-degreemanslaughter,Mike
Freeman, theHennepin County
attorney, said. An investigation
intotheotherthreeofficerswho
were present at the scene on
Mondaywascontinuing,hesaid.
Chanting “Hands up! Don’t

shoot” and “I can’t breathe,”
thousands of protesters gath-
ered in cities across the country
onFridaynight.
Mayor Jacob Frey of

Minneapolis, lookingweary af-
ter four days of outrage in his
city,pleadedwithresidentstogo
home and stop burning down
the localbusinesses thathesaid
wereevenmorevitalinthemid-
dleof apandemic.
“You’re not getting back at

the police officer that tragically
killedGeorge Floydby looting a
town,”Freysaid.“You’renotget-
tingbackatanybody.”
Minnesota’s top officials ac-

knowledged early Saturday
morningthattheyhadunderes-
timated the destruction that
protesters inMinneapolis were
capable of inflicting as a newly
issued curfew did little to stop
people from burning buildings
andturningthecity’sstreetsinto
asmokybattleground.
At the orders of President

Trump,theDefenseDepartment
hasorderedtheArmytoprepare
active-dutymilitarypoliceunits
to deploy from several army
bases toMinneapolis.
Dozens of other cities grap-

pledwithprotestsontheirstreets
thatseemedtolargelyoverwhelm
theauthorities.Residentsburned
police cars inAtlanta, charged a
police precinct inNewYork and
set fires in downtown San Jose,
California. In somecities, includ-
ingLosAngelesandPortland,Ore.,
somepeople smashed thewin-
dows of stores and stole things
fromdisplaycases.

Apolicecarburnsaspeopleprotestagainst theMinneapoliskillingnear theCNNCenter inAtlanta,Georgia. Reuters

MATTFURBER,
AUDRADSBURCH&
FRANCESROBLES
MINNEAPOLIS,MAY30

ONE WAS a veteran of the
Minneapolis PoliceDepartment
whomoonlighted as a security
guard. Theother provided secu-
rityataSalvationArmystore,and
spentsomeofhiseveningsatlocal
clubs,workingasabouncer.
In the year before their fatal

encounter,GeorgeFloyd,46, and
theofficernowchargedwithhis
death,DerekChauvin,44,worked
at the sameMinneapolis Latin
nightclub.Theirpathscrossedfor
thelasttimeoutsideacornerstore
knownas thebest place in town
tofindmentholcigarettes.Within
anhour, Floydwasdead, his last
pleasandgaspscapturedinahor-
rificallygraphicvideo.
ChauvinkneltdownonFloyd

behindapolicevehicleoutsidethe
store. For eightminutes and 46

seconds, according to a criminal
complaint filed on Fridayby the
Hennepin County District
Attorney, the police officer
pressedhiskneeintoFloyd’sneck
in silence, staring toward the
groundashis captive gasped re-
peatedlyhecouldnotbreathe.
Bystanderswaved their cell-

phones, cursed andpleaded for
help,andstill,fortwominutesand
53secondsafterFloydhadstopped
protestingandbecameunrespon-
sive,theofficercontinuedtokneel.
Thefatalencounterbeganjust

before8pm,whenFloydentered
CupFoods,acommunitystorerun
byfourbrothers,andastoreclerk
claimedthathehadpaidforciga-
retteswith a counterfeit $20bill.
Thepolicegotacallfromthestore
at8:01pm.
The dispatcher pressed for a

description, and the caller de-
scribedthemanastall,bald,about
6feettall.
“Is he white, black, Native,

Hispanic,Asian?”

“Something like that,” the
callerreplied.
“Which one?White, black,

Native,Hispanic,Asian?”
“No, he’s a black guy,” the

callersaid.
The chargingdocuments say

that officers found Floyd in a
parkedbluecarwithtwopassen-
gers.Soon,additionalpoliceunits
arrivedandtheofficerstriedtoget
Floydintoapolicevehicle.Buthe
struggled. “Mr. Floyddidnotvol-
untarily get in the car and strug-
gledwith theofficers, intention-
ally falling down, saying hewas
notgoinginthecar,andrefusingto
standstill,”accordingtothecharg-
ingdocument.
At8:19,ChauvinpulledFloyd

out of the passenger side of the
squad car. Floyd hit the ground,
face down, handcuffs still on.
Kueng held Floyd’s backwhile
OfficerThomasLaneheldhislegs.
Chauvinlodgedhisleftkneein

“the area of Floyd’s head and
neck,” the documents said, and

Floydcontinuedtoprotest:“Ican’t
breathe,”hesaidrepeatedly.
He called for hismother. He

said,“Please.”
Oneof theofficers dismissed

hispleas.
“Youaretalkingfine,”oneoffi-

cersaid,accordingtothecharging
documents.
At least oneofficerwaswor-

ried: Lane asked if the officers
shouldrollFloydoveronhisside.
“No,stayingputwherewegot

him,”Chauvinreplied.
At 8:24 pm, Floyd stopped

moving.
Kueng checked Floyd’s right

wrist for a pulse. “I couldn’t find
one,”hesaid.
Still, none of the officers

moved.
At8:27pm,eightminutesand

46 seconds afterhehad lowered
himself onto Floyd’s neck,
Chauvinfinallyreleasedhisknee.
Themedicalexaminer’soffice

listed the time of death as 9:25
pm. NYT

THENEWYORKTIMES
WASHINGTON,NEWYORK,
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PRESIDENTDONALDTrumpsaid
Friday that his administration
would “begin the process” of
ending the American govern-
ment’sspecialrelationshipwith
Hong Kong, including on trade
and law enforcement, and that
he was withdrawing from the
World Health Organisation, as
partof abroadeffort to retaliate
againstChina.
Butthepresidentwasunclear

aboutthespeedandfull scopeof
the actions, andhis remarks left
manyquestionsunanswered.
Trump voiced a range of

grievances against China’s
“malfeasance,”angrilydenounc-
ingthecountry’stradeandsecu-
ritypracticesand itscrackdown
oncivillibertiesinHongKong,as
wellasitsinfluenceattheWHO.
Aspunishment,thepresident

said he would begin stripping
away Hong Kong’s privileges
withtheUS,includinganextradi-
tiontreatyandcommercialrela-
tions,with fewexceptions.
“My announcement today

willaffectthefullrangeofagree-
ments we have with Hong
Kong,”thepresidentsaid,includ-
ing “action to revoke Hong
Kong’spreferentialtreatmentas
a separate customs and travel
territoryfromtherestofChina.”
Afterspendingweeksaccus-

ing the World Health
Organisation of helping the
Chinese government cover up
theearlydaysof thecoronavirus
epidemic in China, President
Trump said on Friday that the
United States would terminate
itsrelationshipwiththeagency.
“Theworld is now suffering

asa result of themalfeasanceof
the Chinese government,”
Trump said in a speech in the
Rose Garden. “Countless lives
have been taken, and profound
economichardshiphasbeenin-
flictedall aroundtheglobe.”
TheEuropeanUnionsaidon

Saturdaythat itwouldcontinue

to back the World Health
Organisation, and the bloc
urged Trump to reconsider his
decision.
“TheW.H.O. needs to con-

tinue being able to lead the in-
ternational response to pan-
demics,currentandfuture,” the
president of the European
Commission, Ursula von der
Leyen, and thebloc’s topdiplo-
mat, JosepBorrell, said ina joint
statement. “Actions that
weaken international results
must be avoided,” they added.
“Weurge theU.S. to reconsider
its announceddecision.”NYT

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BEIJING,MAY30

THE MOUTHPIECE of China's
rulingCommunistPartysaidUS
movestoendsometradingpriv-
ilegesforHongKong"grosslyin-
terfere" in China's internal af-
fairs andare "doomed to fail".
Saturday's editorial in the

newspaperPeople'sDailywasre-
sponding to an announcement
fromPresidentDonaldTrump.
"This hegemonic act of at-

tempting to interfere in Hong
Kong affairs and grossly inter-
fere in China's internal affairs
will not frighten the Chinese
people and is doomed to fail,"
it said.
In Hong Kong on Saturday,

Secretary for Justice Teresa
Cheng said it was "completely
falseandwrong" tosay the ter-
ritorywas losing its autonomy.
China'scentralauthoritieshave
theabsoluteright to takeaction
on national security regarding
Hong Kong, Cheng told
reporters.

THENEWYORKTIMES
NEWYORK,MAY30

IF THE reopening of offices,
restaurants and other public
placeshas seemeddizzying, the
rules on travel between nations
areshapinguptobebewildering.
Travel bubbles and airline

corridors to allow free move-
ment between certain cities or
countries,quarantinesandanas-
sortmentofothermeasuresadd
uptoapuzzle foreventhemost
intrepid traveler.
Nowhere are the logistical

challengesmore daunting than
in Europe,where thepandemic
broughtasuddenreturnof bor-
ders between the 26 countries
that are part of the so-called
Schengen zone. Optimistic pro-

nouncements about easing re-
strictions for summer travelers
have run into the reality of a
patchworkof policies.
“It would be great if all this

couldbecompressedintosome-
thingeasytounderstand,butitis
a very complex picture,” said
AdalbertJahnz,aspokesmanfor
homeaffairs,migrationandcit-

izenship at the European
Commission, the executive
branchof theEuropeanUnion.
For instance, Bulgaria,

SerbiaandGreeceareexpected
to open borders to each other
on June 1. Greece, desperate to
save its tourism industry, also
released an expanded list on
Friday of 29 countries from
which itwill allow travel start-
ing June 15.
TheCzechRepublic,Hungary

andSlovakiahavestartedimple-
mentingasimilararrangement.
France, Germany and other

West European nations have
talkedabouteasingbordercon-
trolstootherE.U.memberstates
onJune15,thedaytheEuropean
Commission’s guidance calling
forthesuspensionofnonessen-
tialtravelintotheEUwillexpire.

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,NEWYORK,
MAY30

THEUSSupremeCourt rejected
challengesonFridaytocurbson
religious services in California
and Illinois during the coron-
aviruspandemic.
In theCaliforniadispute, the

nine justices split 5-4 in reject-
ing a bid by South Bay United
Pentecostal Church in Chula
Vistatoblocktherulesissuedby
Governor Gavin Newsom, a
Democrat. Conservative Chief
Justice JohnRoberts joined four
liberal justices in themajority.
Newsomordered houses of

worship closed to the public in
March,butissuednewguidelines
thisweek limitingattendance to
25% of building capacity or 100
people,whicheverwaslower.
Theprecisequestionofwhen

restrictionsonparticularsocialac-

tivitiesshouldbeliftedduringthe
pandemic is adynamic and fact-
intensivematter subject to rea-
sonable disagreement,” Roberts
wroteinexplaininghisvote.
Therewerenonoteddissents

asthecourtrejectedasimilarre-
questbytwochurches in Illinois,
seeking exemption from

Democratic Governor J.B.
Pritzker’sbanonservicesofover
10 people, arguing that it in-
fringed on the constitutionally
protectedfreeexerciseofreligion.
Meanwhile,NewYorkCityis

“on track” to enter phase one of
reopening on June 8, NewYork
GovernorCuomosaidonFriday

as he announced that five up-
stateregionswillnowtransition
to phase two which includes
businesseslikebarbershopsand
hair salons.
Themost populous US city,

whichhasbecometheepicentre
ofthecountry’scoronaviruspan-
demic,was on track tomeet the
metrics for a safe reopening,
Cuomosaid. “Weare on track to
open on June 8,” Cuomo told a
dailybriefingbutwarnedthat“re-
openingdoesnotmeanwe’rego-
ingbacktothewaythingswere.”
The first phase of reopening

wouldallownon-essential con-
struction andmanufacturing to
resume,andnon-essentialretail
stores tooffer curbsidepick-up.
Cuomo said he expected

some400,000NewYorkerstobe
able to return to their work-
places starting June 8, and said
authorities were working on a
plan tomakemass transit sys-
temsafe for commuters.

KATEHOLTON
LONDON,MAY30

ENGLAND RISKS losing control
of the pandemic again because
it is starting to lift its lockdown
withoutafullyoperationaltrack
and trace programme in place,
three senior scientific advisers
warnedonSaturday.
PrimeMinisterBorisJohnson

has said England’s lockdown
measures will be eased cau-
tiouslyfromMonday,aidedbya
track and trace system that
launchedonThursday.
The advisers warned, how-

ever,thatthesystemwasnotyet
in full operation and risked be-
ingoverwhelmedbythearound
8,000 new infections that are
stilloccurringeverydayoutside
of hospitals andcarehomes.
John Edmunds, from the

London School of Hygiene &
Tropical Medicine and amem-

ber of Britain’s Scientific
AdvisoryGroupforEmergencies
(SAGE), said the government
was takinga risk.
“Track and trace was only

launched thedaybeforeyester-
day,sowecan’tbesurethatthat
isworkingeffectivelyyetandyet
we’re going ahead andmaking
these changes anyway,” he told
Sky News. “I think that that is
ratherdangerous.”
Edmunds’ comments were

echoed by two other SAGE
membersaswell.REUTERS

Protestersatashoppingmall inHongKong. AP

Copseenkneelingonblackmanchargedwiththird-degreemurder;militarypoliceprepare todeployonTrumporder

Fires, chaos asUSprotests grow US to curtail ties
with Hong Kong,
withdraw from
WHO: Trump

8 minutes, 46 seconds: The last moments

IN BRIEF

Trumptriesto
walkbacktweet
Washington: President
DonaldTrumphastriedto
walk back his post-mid-
night“thugs”tweetabout
Minneapolis. “When the
lootingstarts,theshooting
starts,”Trumphadwritten
inatweetthatwasquickly
flagged by Twitter as vio-
latingrulesagainst “glori-
fying violence.” Trump
later said his comments
had beenmisconstrued.
“Frankly it means when
there's looting,peopleget
shotandtheydie,”hesaid.

1deadaftershots
firedinDetroit
Detroit: One person was
killed in Detroit after
someone in an SUV fired
shots intoacrowdof peo-
ple protesting George
Floyd'sdeath,aDetroitpo-
lice spokeswoman said
Saturday. The shooting
occurred about 11:30 pm
Friday as officers were
confrontedwithdozensof
protesters,saidSgt.Nicole
Kirkwood,apolicedepart-
ment spokeswoman. She
said an officer wasn't in-
volved in theshooting.

Bidenspeaksof
‘openwound’
Washington: Joe Biden
lamented the “open
wound”ofthenation'ssys-
temic racismon Friday as
he responded to police
killing of a black man in
Minnesota. “The original
sin of this country still
stains our nation today,”
Biden, the presumptive
Democratic presidential
nominee, said in remarks
from his home in
Delaware. “It's time for us
to take a hard look at un-
comfortable truths.”

Supreme Court rejects church challenges to
lockdown; New York City to reopen on June 8

Tributes tovictimsofCOVID-19 inBrooklyn,NewYork. AP

Europe’s tangled reopening: Travel
bubbles, border deals, airline corridors

AtFrankfurtairport. Reuters

THE IMPACT of Trump’s
decision regardingHong
Kongisunclear,especially
giventhemanyunknowns
in terms of what exactly
theUSwoulddo.Withfew
specifics in Trump’s
speech, it remains to be
seenwhat impact the is-
land— and China—will
face, if any. Experts also
pointedoutthatthemove
is unlikely to deter China
from its chosen course,
andwoulddomoretohurt
Hong Kong and leave its
pro-democracyprotesters
withfeweroptions.

HongKong
impactunclear

DonaldTrump

US action on Hong
Kong doomed to
fail: China hits back

NERVOUSXI RISKS
NEWCOLDWAR:
LASTH.K. GOVERNOR
London:ChinesePresident
Xi Jinping is so nervous
about the position of the
CommunistPartythatheis
riskinganewColdWarand
imperilling Hong Kong’s
positionasAsia’spre-emi-
nent financialhub, the last
Britishgovernorof theter-
ritory toldReuters.
Chris Patten said Xi’s

‘thuggish’ crackdown in
Hong Kong risked trigger-
ing an outflow of capital
and people from the city
which funnels the bulk of
foreign investment into
mainlandChina.“Wehave
longsincepassedthestage
where, without wanting
anotherColdWar,wehave
toreacttothefactXiseems
to want one himself,”
Pattensaid. REUTERS

England easing Covid
lockdown ‘too soon’

InLondon,Saturday. AP

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO,MAY30

SRILANKAwill imposeanation-
wide curfew tomorrow, as a
prominent doctors' tradeunion
warned of a second wave of
COVID-19 infections.
The island nation has re-

ported a sudden spike in the
number of COVID-19 cases,
mainly among thosewhowere
recently repatriated from over-
seas. The country has recorded
1,559 infections as of Saturday
with 10 deaths. Over 750 of the
COVID-19 patients have been
discharged fromhospitals.
Only this week the govern-

ment formally ended the lock-
down imposed sinceMarch 20
by liftingdaytime curfew in the

capitaldistrictof Colombo.
Thegovernmentalreadyde-

claredcurfew inthecentralhilly
Nuwara Eliya district on
Saturday aheadof thefuneralof
Sri LankanMinister and leader
of theCeylonWorkersCongress
(CWC)ArumugamThondaman.
Thondaman, who represented
Tamils of Indian origin, died of
heart failureonMay26.
Tensof thousandsofhissup-

porters had gathered to pay re-
spectstoThondaman,defyingall
quarantine regulations put in
place tocurb thepandemic.
Concerns were raised over

thepresenceof largecrowds.
In a statement onSaturday,

the doctors' trade union
warned that gatherings at a
politician's funeralcouldtrigger
the secondwave.

Lanka to impose curfew
amid second wave warnings

YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU,MAY30

THE K P Oli government will
move a Constitution amend-
ment Bill to give legitimacy to
the new political map it pub-
lished recently, which included
anadditional370sqkmthatalso
features in the Indianmap.
TheCabinetmeetingalsode-

cidedtodeploythearmyincase
thereisunrest followingtheen-
dorsement of the Bill aswell as
theproposedresolutiontohave
a $500million contract signed
with theUS.
The government has been

assuredof supportby themain
oppositionNepali Congress on
both issues.

Oli to move
amendment Bill
on new map

New Delhi
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TENDER NOTICE
MG ASC HEADQUARTER SOUTH WESTERN COMMAND, JAIPUR ARMY SERVICE CORPS

CONTRACTS FOR SUPPLY OF ITEMS/SERVICES SHOWN BELOW FOR THE PERIOD FROM
01 OCT 2020 TO 30 SEP 2021 AND BALANCE CONTRACTS FOR THE PERIOD FROM 01 APR 2020

TO 31 MAR 2021
1. On line bids are invited from registered ASC Contractors / Firms for contracts to be concluded by respective Executive Officers various formations
for the period 01 Oct 2020 to 30 Sep 2021 and balance contracts for the period 01 Apr 2020 to 31 Mar 20121 as here under, details of which will be
available with concerned executive officers. The tenders will be opened at 1200 hours on the dates as shown below:-

2. Tender documents including Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) may be downloaded from Defence Procurement Portal (DPP) site
https://defproc.gov.in. The bid opening time and date will be found published alongwith the Notice Inviting Tender in Defence Procurement Portal
(DPP). Earnest money in the form of FDR will be made in the name of Executive Officer, respective formation Headquarters. Scanned copy of
earnest money will also be uploaded on DPP. NO FDR FOR EARNEST MONEY WILL BE ACCEPTED UNLESS THE SAME IS DISCHARGED
BY THE CONTRACTORS / FIRM(S).

3. In case the day of opening of tenders happens to be a holiday, the tender will automatically be opened on next working day.
4. Detailed instructions will be issued to the Contractors/Firms as call notice/NIT.
5. Contractors/firms while submitting General Power of Attorney, will paste photographs of attorney holders and sole proprietor/partners of firms duly

attested on teh General Power of Attorney..
6. Any other details may be sought from this HQ office tele No 0141-2249261 from 1000 hours to 1400 hours on any working day.
7. The Executive Officers reserve to themselves the rights of any amendments, cancellation and changes to the tender notice in whole or in part

without assigning any reason.
8. Addition / deletion of any station / items will be made subject to orders of Competent Financial Authority.

Sd/-
MG ASC

HQ South Western Command
Jaipur- 302012

davp 10602/11/0002/2021

S
No

Executive Officer

Date of Opening Tender

Initial Call
2nd Call (1st Re-

tender)
3rd Call (2nd

Re-tender)
4th Call (3rd Re-

tender)
5th Call (4th Re-

tender)
6th Call (5th Re-

tender)
7th Call (6th Re-

tender)

(a)
MG ASC Jaipur (Veg, Fruit, Hay Baled and Balance
contract of Meat group, perishable items contracts for the
year 2020-21)

27 Jul 20
(Monday)

18 Aug 20
(Tuesday)

08 Sep 20
(Tuesday)

24 Sep 20
(Thursday)

20 Oct 20
(Tueday)

06 Nov 20
(Friday)

24 Nov 20
(Tuesday)

(b)
Brig ASC Bathinda (Veg, Fruit, Hay Baled and Balance
contract of perishable items, any other miscellaneous items
contracts 2020-21)

20 Jul 20
(Wednesday)

21 Aug 19
(Friday)

10 Sep 20
(Thursday)

28 Sep 20
(Monday)

23 Oct 20
(Friday)

09 Nov 20
(Monday)

27 Nov 20
(Friday)

(c)
Brig ASC Mathura (Veg, Fruit, Hay Baled and Balance
contract of perishable items, any other miscellaneous items
contracts 2020-21)

31 Jul 20
(Friday)

24 Aug 20
(Monday)

14 Sep 20
(Monday)

30 Sep 20
(Wednesday)

26 Oct 20
(Monday)

11 Nov 20
(Wednesday)

30 Nov 20
(Monday)

Office of the Superintending Engineer,
Bulandshahr Circle, P.W.D.,

Bulandshahr
No. 4380 /96M(4)-BSR CIRCLE/20-21 Dated.- 23.05.2020

E-Procurement Tender Notice
1- On behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh Superintending Engineer, Bulandshahar Circle, U.P. P.W.D

Bulandshahar invites following percentage rate bid online through http://etender.up.ni.in the eligible and
approved Contractor registered with UPPWD, from dated 02.06.2020 to 06.06.2020 Upto 05.00 PM.
Technical bids will be open online on date 08.06.2020 at 04.00 PM. If the office happens to be closed on the
date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened online on the next working day respectively,
at the same time and validity of bid will be considered from the original date. The date date and time of
opening of the financial bid shall be notified on the website.

1- The Bid Security and Tender Document Fee must be deposite through Internet Banking.
2- All registered contractors have to upload Turnover certified by C.A. of last 5 year and details of maximum

cost work satisfactorily completed in last 5 years on Charakya Software before Submission of tender.
3- The e-tender, which will be uploaded on http://etender.up.nic.in. It will be mandatory to upload the details

of the software available in Chanakya software of Public Works Department, Uttar Pradesh before the last
date and time of tendering.

4- Term & conditions related to bid are available on website http://etender.up.nic.in

Sl.
No

Name of Work Estimated
cost (Rs. in

Lac)

Bid Security
(Rs. in
Lacs)

Time of
Completion

Cost of Bid
Documents GST

Class of
Contractor

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 Renewal work on Bhojpur Pilkhuwa road in
Km. 9,10,11, 12,13 under General Repair

111.00 7.55 1 Months 2000+ 300+ 18%
GST= 2714.00

UP PWD
Class A,B,C

2 Renewal work on Banthla Dikoli Road in
Km. 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 under General Repair

178.00 10.90 1 Months 2000+ 300+ 18%
GST= 2714.00

UP PWD
Class A,B,C

3 Renewal work on Modinagar Patla Niwadi
Raghunathpur Road in Km.
5,6,7,8,9,10(800) under General Repair

129.00 8.45 1 Months 2000+ 300+ 18%
GST= 2714.00

UP PWD
Class A,B,C

4 Renewal work on Duhai to Bhikkanpur
Bhadoli Manoli Rawadi Rewada Road in
Km. 1,2,3,4(500),5,6,7, 11,12(650) under
General Repair

70.00 5.50 1 Months 2000+ 300+ 18%
GST= 2714.00

UP PWD
Class A,B,C

Sd/-
(Ajay Shankar Singh)

Superintending Engineer
Bulandshahr circle,
PWD Bulandshahr

Sd/-
(Maneesh Verma)

Executive Engineer
C.D.-2, PWD,
Ghaziabad

UPID No. 151833 Date: 27.05.2020
www.upgov.nic.in

DIPR/ 1991 /TENDER/2020

Name of Scheme IFB No.
1 Providing UGSS to Added Areas in

Villupuram Municipality in Villupuram
District
CollectionSystem&STP

IFB Extension Notice Amendment Slip
No.1 UGSS to Added Areas – Villupuram
Mpty CS & STP / DO / CE / VLR / 2020 /
Dated :14.05.2020

2 Providing UGSS to Tindivanam
Municipality in VillupuramDistrict
CollectionSystem&STP

IFB No. 02 / UGSS to Tindivanam
Municipality – CS / DO / CE / VLR / 2020 /
Dated : 24.04.2020 and
IFB No. 03 / UGSS to Tindivanam
Municipality – STP / DO / CE / VLR / 2020
/Dated : 24.04.2020

3 CWSS to Royakottai and 28 other
habitations inKrishnagiri District

IFB No. 01 / CWSS to Rayakottai / DO /
CE /VLR / 2020 /Dated: 21.04.2020

4 Last date ofSale of Tender Upto 5.45 PM on 03.06.2020
5 The Last date for receipt and

opening of tender
Upto 3.00 PM on 05.06.2020 and

3.30 PM on 05.06.2020

Extension Notice No. 27,28,1,2&3 / DO / CE / VLR / 2020 / Dated 26.05.2020.

Refer : Website for downloading : www.tenders.tn.gov.in and www.twadboard.tn.gov.in (Free of cost)
The other terms and conditions already published remain unalterted Chief Engineer (i/c),

TWAD Board, Vellore - 6.

TRIPURA STATE ELECTRICITY
CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Govt. of Tripura Enterprise)

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Deputy General Manager, ED-Udaipur TSECL, invites tenders on behalf
of TSECL from the eligible & resourceful agencies having sufficient
technical & financial capabilities for Conversion of 11KV & LT over head
to UG cable line & Construction of 2 (two) nos. 200KVA distribution Sub-
Station along with providing Street light arrangement surrounding area
of Tripureswari Temple and nearest commercial area along the NH-8
from Fulkumari to Matabari Madhya Para tri-junction (NH- 8 Chainage
no. 53.500 Km to 55.000 Km) with removing old overhead HT/LT line
under the jurisdiction of Matabari Electrical Sub-Division through
electronic tendering (e-tendering) . The Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) can
be seen in the websites www.tsecl.in from 01.06.2020 and details of
bid document will be available to download from website
http://triburatenders.gov.in w.e.f. 01.06.2020.

Sd/-
Deputy General Manager

Electrical Division Udaipur
Tripura State Electricity Corporation Ltd

UJVN LTD.
HH..OO..:: ''UUJJJJWWAALL'',, MMaahhaarraannii BBaagghh,, GG..MM..SS.. RRooaadd,, DDeehhrraadduunn--224488000066
TTeelephones :lephones : 0135-27635080135-2763508, 2763808 &, 2763808 & Fax :Fax : 0135-0135- 27635072763507

CCIINN NNoo..%%U40101UR2001SGC025866U40101UR2001SGC025866

TENDER NOTICE

The office of Executive Engineer (Maintenance), Maneri Bhali Stage-II,

Chinyalisaur (Uttarkashi) invites sealed tenders from interested parties

for following work:
NIT-20//EE(M)/MB-II/20-21: Strengthening of outdoor lighting system of

33/11 kV Substation and central Store at Dharasu Power House."
Approx. value of Tender : Rs 953935.00 only (taxes extra)
Earnest Money : Rs 29000/- only.
Tender Cost : Rs 590.00/- only
Last date of downloading the tender : 22.06.2020 up to 15:30 Hrs
Last date of submitting the tender : 22.06.2020 up to 15:30 Hrs.
Due date for opening the tender : 23.06.2020 at 11:00 Hrs.
For Eligibility Criteria and full details kindly visit our website

"www.uttarakhandjalvidyut.com" Bidders are advised to regularly visit

our website for tender notice. Tender can only be downloaded from our

website & their cost has to be paid at the time of submission.

Letter No. 344 Dated 30.05.2020

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

Executive Engineer (Maintenance)

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

OFFICE OF
THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
CHHATTISGARH RURAL ROAD DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

PROJECT CIRCLE NO. 01 JAGDALPUR, DISTT. BASTAR (C.G.)

NIT No. 143/TS 1241/CGRRDA/2020 Jagdalpur Date 29/05/2020
Online tenders are invited from manufacturer or authorized deal-
ers for supply, delivery and installation of Roller Blinds at
RRNMU Building of Jagdalpur, Distt. Bastar:-

Bidding documents & other details are available for viewing/
downloading at the site www.eproc.cgstate.gov.in which can be
viewed from 01.06.2020 After 17:30 Hours.

sd/-
Superintending Engineer

Chhattisgarh Rural Road Development Agency
Project Circle No. 01 Jagdalpur Distt. Bastar

25520 E mail ID:circle1jdp@gmail.com

//E-Procurement Tender Notice//

s.
No.

1
1

Item

2
Supply,

Delivery and
Installation of

Roller
Blindes and

other
accessories at

RRNMU
Building of
Jagdalpur,

Distt. Bastar

Probable
amount for

tender
Including GST
(Rs. In Lacs)

3
4.94

Earnest
Money
(Rs. In
Lacs)

4
0.15

Time
Allowed

for
supply
in days

5
15 days

Remark

6
4th Call

OFFICE OF
THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
CHHATTISGARH RURAL ROAD DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

PROJECT CIRCLE NO. 01 JAGDALPUR, DISTT. BASTAR (C.G.)

NIT No. 143/TS 1241/CGRRDA/2020 Jagdalpur Date 29/05/2020
Online tenders are invited from manufacturer or authorized deal-
ers for supply, delivery and installation of Roller Blinds at
RRNMU Building of Jagdalpur, Distt. Bastar:-

Bidding documents & other details are available for viewing/
downloading at the site www.eproc.cgstate.gov.in which can be
viewed from 01.06.2020 After 17:30 Hours.

sd/-
Superintending Engineer

Chhattisgarh Rural Road Development Agency
Project Circle No. 01 Jagdalpur Distt. Bastar

25520 E mail ID:circle1jdp@gmail.com

//E-Procurement Tender Notice//

s.
No.

1
1

Item

2
Supply,

Delivery and
Installation of

Roller
Blindes and

other
accessories at

RRNMU
Building of
Jagdalpur,

Distt. Bastar

Probable
amount for

tender
Including GST
(Rs. In Lacs)

3
4.94

Earnest
Money
(Rs. In
Lacs)

4
0.15

Time
Allowed

for
supply
in days

5
15 days

Remark

6
4th Call

New Delhi



Benita Fernando

ITWASapproachingwinter, the final
monthsof1896.Bombay’sferrylines
and railway stationswere swamped
withpeople,manyof themworkers
atmill lands and dockyards, dhobis
andcooks,barbers,butchersandbak-

ers, theirmeagre belongings tiedup inbun-
dles.Alldesperatelyseekingawaybackhome.
Thesceneisfrommorethanacenturyago,

as various accounts of the time reported. (It
was inevitable, said theBombaySamachar in
December 1896, that if the richwere fleeing
the city, thepoorerwould followsuit.) But it
couldwellbefromthecurrentlockdowncri-
sis in India,wheremillionshavebeen forced
intosimilarharrowingcircumstances.
This particular exodus took place after

physician Dr AGViegas confirmed the first
case of the bubonic plague in Bombay on
September 23, 1896. By the end of January
1897,aroundfourlakhpeoplehadfledthecity.
ByFebruary,Bombay’spopulationwashalved
anddrainedofthosemostessentialtoitsecon-
omy.“Businesswasparalysed,officesclosed,
and thoroughfares . . .were characterised by
adesolateemptiness,”wroteCapt.JKCondon
inhisbookTheBombayPlague (1900).
TheBombayPlaguecameinfiveepidemic

waves, turning endemic by the early 1900s.
Lastingformorethan20years,by1918ithad
claimed over 10million lives in India, with
over 1.6 lakh in Bombay alone (source: The
IndianMedical Gazette). It set off a chain of
events— increased surveillance, attacks on
healthworkersbyapanickedpublic,rumours
andracist theories—allofwhichfindareso-
nanceintheongoingCOVID-19pandemic.
TheBritishgovernmentunderplayed the

outbreakinitsinitialdaystokeepitsmostim-
portant port on India’swest coast open. The
outbreakitselfwastheconsequenceofBritish
mercantilism—thediseasewaslikelycarried
through ships from plague-stricken Hong
Kong.Theweekly Jam-e-Jamshednewspaper
accusedthegovernmentofdelayingpreven-
tivemeasures,eventhoughtheyknewofthe
plaguesweepingthroughHongKong.
Till the outbreak threatened toderail the

city, the colonial governmentwas uninter-
ested in investing in civic infrastructure be-
yondtheneedsoftheEuropeans,whoresided
inthefetchingpartsofthecitysuchasMalabar
Hill and Breach Candy. Theworking-class
neighbourhoods,manyof thembythedock-
lands,markets andmill lands, suchasDhobi
Talao,GirgaumandMazgaon,wereawarren
of small, low rooms, without chimneys or
windows,with no light or air supply except
fromthedoorway,perpetuallydrippingpipes,
andwith several people huddledunder one
roof.While the Englishmanwanted a bed-
roomall tohimself, the Indiannativewould
gladlypockethisprideandagree tobecon-
fined in a room that fitted his length and
breadth, wrote GeorgeW Clutterbuck, a
Wesleyan chaplain from Britain, in a book,
Bombay theBeautiful (1897).
Officials knew that rats were often the

bubonicplague’sfirstvictimsandthatthedis-
easewasdeadly,asprovenbytheBlackDeath
that had swept Europe in the 14th century.
They knewof the plague bacterium, discov-
ered byAlexandre Yersin inHongKong two
years before the Bombay Plague. But that it

spread from the bite of theOriental rat flea
wasstillunknown.Thediseasewas,therefore,
attributedtofilth,dampness,unsanitaryliving
conditionsandmiasma—thetheorythatepi-
demics spread through contaminated air.
Predictably,slumsweresuspect.
Thefirstcasewasdetectedatagrainmer-

chant’s quarters in the dockland area of
Mandvi. Subsequent anti-plaguemeasures
targeted poorer neighbourhoods, such as
NagpadaandKamathipura.“Plaguewasseen
as a disease of filth and overcrowding and
therewasadeep-seatedperceptionthat the
poorwere the carriers. They thus bore the
bruntof theanti-plagueoffensiveincolonial
Bombay,” says Prashant Kidambi, associate
professor in colonial urban history at the
University of Leicester, theUK. He observes
thatclasswasasimportantasraceintheway
the government dealt with the plague —
much in theway the slums of Dharavi have
beenlabelledas“COVID-19hotbeds”,evenif
thediseaseenteredthroughairportsandvia
passengerswith frequent flyerpoints.
Plague authoritieswere armedwith the

Epidemic Diseases Act, passed in February
1897,whichhasbeen invokedandamended
forthepresentpandemicaswell.TheActgave
an inordinateamountof power to localbod-
ies.Housescouldbemarkedas“unfit forhu-
manhabitation”, followingwhich landlords
couldbeaskedtoevicttenants,watersupply
cut off to reduce dampness, or the building
simply burned down or demolished.
Authorities could also stop sanitaryworkers
fromleavingBombay,knowingthattheirmis-
sionwouldfailwithoutthem.
The Bombay Plague Committee, headed

byGeneral FWGatacre, andwithone Indian
representative,considereditselfan“imperial
necessity”butitwasnotanopinionsharedby
thecolonialsubjects.Thereportsof thecom-

mittee published in 1897 and1898describe
thecityasabattlefield,withgovernmentof-
ficialsatloggerheadswithlocalresidentsover
housesearches,hospitalisation,corpseinspec-
tions and disposal of bodies—nearly every
step of theirmission. Caste and customonly
worsened the panic.Most of the resistance
came from upper-caste Hindus, some
MuslimsectsandParsis.Mencouldn’ttoler-
ate the sight of awife’s handbeingheldbya
healthworker; caste Hindus refused to eat
foodservedbythosefrom“lowlycastes”.
Inherseminalworkfrom2012,HealthCare

in Bombay Presidency, 1896-1930, academic
MridulaRamannawrites,“Peopleweremore
troubledbythemeasurestorepressitthanby
theepidemicitself.” Injectionsweremiscon-
struedasways tokill patientsandhave their
heartssenttotheQueenofEngland,Ramanna
notes,asappeasementforthedisfigurement
ofherstatueatthebeginningoftheepidemic.
Thecommitteesetupmilitarysearchpar-

ties—consistingofamedicalman,anurseor
“ladydoctor”,asub-inspector,twolampmen,
a locksmith and, interestingly, a hand lotion
carrier—and stormed into neighbourhoods
to identify thesick. Thiswas sometimesmet
with great resistance from the public, who
viewed hospitals as a placewhere people
went todie. Families stowed thesick in lofts,
largewoodenchests,underbeddingandun-
der bundles of clothing.Women patients

wouldoftenbefoundgrindingcornorsinging
energetically, but their telltale, anxious faces
andtheirswollenglandstoldotherwise.
“The resistance from the publicwas the

biggest crisis the colonial government had
faced since 1857,” Kidambi says. Since the
Indiansoldiers’revoltof1857,theBritishwere
nervousaboutinterferingwithlocalcustoms
andpractices.“Buttheplaguerequiredanun-
precedentedlevelofintrusionintotheIndian
home,”Kidambiadds.
Thecommitteeeventuallyrealiseditwas

in its best interest tomake sure that “caste
sympathies and prejudiceswere always re-
spected”. ByApril 1898, 36privatehospitals
along the linesof caste,manyof themespe-
cially for the communitiesmost resistant to
searcheswereopened—theCutchiMemon
PlagueHospital, the Bhatia PlagueHospital,
the Parel Road Jain Hospital, the Dharavi
Hospital for tannery owners and the Telugu
Hospital inKamathipura,amongothers.
Surveillancewasn’t limited to thehome.

Passengersoflocalandoutstationtrainswere
medicallyinspectedatselectstationslikeSanta
CruzandKurla. Theplaguecommitteeknew
that itwouldonlybe amatter of timebefore
themigrantpopulation,theirfinancesdeplet-
ing, returned to the city. (They did begin to
trickle inby the summerof 1897.) Anumber
of health campswereopenedacross the city
to isolate residents from infected areas and

newarrivals— includingoneatMarineDrive.
At the camps, “surveillance passes”were is-
sued, daily-wageworkers givendaypasses,
temperatureswerenotedontickets,and,asan
added measure, some people were pho-
tographed.Onalternatedays, theywouldbe
inspectedandcomparedtothephotograph.
Historically, pandemics lead toa rangeof

responses, fromauthoritarianism to laissez-
faire. “The state’s actionwas very draconian.
Itwas seenby theBritish through theprism
of longstanding folkmemories of the Black
Death. Thus, it was regardedwith farmore
fearthanotherlethaldiseasessuchascholera,”
saysKidambi.
As the plague spread across India, so did

resistance, assuminggraverdimensions,no-
tablywith the assassination ofWalter Rand,
Poona’s plague commissioner, in 1897. One
consequencewasthearrestofthenationalist
Bal Gangadhar Tilak for sedition. Tilakwas a
fierce critic of the British administration’s
plaguemeasuresinPoona,denouncingthem
as tyrannical inhisnewspaperKesari in June
1897. A week later, Rand was shot dead.
Officials believed that the incendiary nature
ofTilak’sarticlesweretoblamefortheassas-
sination,andarrestedhimongroundsof“dis-
affection”towardsthegovernment.Tilakwas
jailed at the Byculla House of Correction,
wheretheplaguehadalreadybrokenout(in-
cidentally, this jail is currently the Byculla
women’sprison,whereaninmatetestedpos-
itiveforCOVID-19andwhereactivistsSudha
BharadwajandShomaSenarecurrentlyheld
intheBhimaKoregaoncase).
The Byculla House of Correction turned

into a site for anti-plague inoculation trials,
carried out by Ukrainian bacteriologist
WaldemarHaffkine.Inoculatinghimselfwith
thevaccine,Haffkinealsoadministered iton
147 jail inmates. Ramanna notes that by
October1897,8,142personswereinoculated,
including77leadingcitizens.TilakandtheAga
Khanwereamongthem.
The British government relaxed its anti-

plagueoffensivefrom1900.Butcertainhabits
livedon.“Onepracticethatbecamecommon
intheearly1900swasforentirecommunities
tomove to camps on the outskirts of urban
settlementsduringthewintermonths,seenas
particularlydangerous,”saysKidambi.
In grapplingwith the plague, the British

ended up reshaping the city. The Bombay
Improvement Trust (BIT) was set up in
November1898tolet“thefreshbreezesofthe
sea into the congested lungs of Bombay”, as
Lord Curzonput it. It did so by clearing resi-
dentialandcommercialareastomakewayfor
large east-west boulevards, such as Princess
StreetatMarineLinesandSandhurstRoad. It
introducedonestandardof lightandventila-
tion, advocating that every living roomhave
minimumexternal space thatwould allow
lighttofallat“anangleof63.5degrees”.
“For the first time, a planning entitywas

brought into existencewith executive pow-
ersthathadn’texistedbefore,”saysNikhilRao,
associate professor of history atWellesley
College,US.TheBITundertookurgentmeas-
urestoclearpoor“blighted”neighbourhoods
residents,startingwithNagpada,andthisbe-
cameaprototypefortoday’sslumrehabilita-
tionprogrammes.Italsodevelopedtheareas
ofDadar,Sion,MatungaandWadala—already
partsof thecitybutmainlyagricultural lands
andvillages— intoaspirational suburbs. The
BITwantedtoattractresidentsofthe“slums”
of Nagpada, Agripada, and Pydhonie to the
newsites,thusalleviatingtheovercrowdingin
the south, Raowrites in his bookHouse, But
No Garden: Apartment Living in Bombay’s
Suburbs (2012).
Bombaychangedmostlyforthebetter,but

alsofortheworse.TheBIThasoftenbeencrit-
icised for uprootingmore people than it re-
housed through its slumclearanceschemes.
Kidambinotesinhis2007bookTheMakingof
an IndianMetropolis that by 1918, the BIT’s
schemes had displaced 64,000 people, of
whichonly14,000werere-housed.
Theplaguecommitteehadwarnedthatif

the BIT didn’tmanage to provide adequate
housing,rentswouldriseandtheproblemof
overcrowdingwould onlyworsen— all of
whichcametopassinBombay.It’sareminder
fromanot-so-distantpast:howMumbaihan-
dlesCOVID-19willshapetheanxietiesof the
cityof thefuture.
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MARKED OUT
A plague house on Kaladevi Road,

Bombay. The plain circles on the wall
indicate death from plague

JOURNAL OF
PLAGUE YEARS
(Clockwise from top)
Workers whitewash

and disinfect a
“plague house” in

Bombay in February
1897; a man being
inoculated against

the plague, a
photograph

attributed to Clifton
and Co; an affluent
Hindu family makes

its home in
temporary huts in

Malad, having
moved out of the city
(circa 1896-97); and

a group of officials
search a house

suspected to have
plague patients

(1896)

SICK LEAVE
A stretcher outside a

plague hospital;
photograph by
Clifton and Co.

The 1896 Bombay plague
reshaped the city. Over a

century later, the stories of the
time — from a migrant exodus

to sweeping state powers —
have an uncanny resonance

to its ongoing battle

BOMBAY: THEN
AND NOW

eyeSPOTLIGHT

Finding Joy
It is easy to forget in a crisis but kindness, which
has made the human species survive over two
millennia, is our only hope for the future
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‘Nothingcanmatchthe
magicofcinemahalls’

Shoojit Sircar
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NO FLYING
ZONE

Except for rabies and
the virus responsible
for Nipah, there is

very little evidence of
direct transmission of

viruses from bats
to humans
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While We
Were Sleeping
Rapid clearance to mining and
industrial units in protected
areas reveals a sinister side to
the lockdown

RanjitLal
Ranjit Lal isanauthor,
environmentalistand
birdwatcher

DOWNIN
JUNGLELAND

DURINGTHECOVID-19crisis,peoplehavebeen
thrilledbythemannerinwhich“wildlife”has
re-enteredthelivingspaceswesnatchedfrom
them.Deerhavegonedowntown,dolphinsare

frolickingintouristywaterfronts,andbirdsarebeingseen
andheardasneverbefore.Butwasthisreallysuchagood
thinginthefirstplace?Ofcourse,oncethelockdownsare
easedandlifted, theanimalsandbirdswill retreattotheir
sanctuaries,sowewillhavesimplyflatteredtodeceive!
Youcouldsaythesamethingaboutwildlife inourna-

tionalparksandsanctuaries.Tigers inplaces like
RanthamboreandBandhavgarhmusthaveheavedasigh
of relief athavingtheirterritoriesbacktothemselves.
Duringthelockdown,theywouldnothavebeencontinu-
allygheraoedby50Gypsiescrammedwithchattering,
badly-behavedtourists,allwantingselfieswiththem.
Evenaslockdownrulesareeased, this isoneareain
whichlockdownnormsarelikelytocontinueforawhile.
Eventually,visitorswouldbeallowedin—butnotstuffed
intofleetsofGypsiesandJeeps,all jostlingeachotherfor
thebestcameraangle.Actually, itwouldbelovelyif some
of theseprimepredators learnedtohangaroundwith
bats—especiallythosehuge,ghoulishfruitbats!Maybe
theprotectionstaff canhangupmannequinsofbats
aroundwaterholes! Ifmannequincopscancontrol
Bangaloretrafficwhycan’tmannequinbatsmakeboorish
touristsscarper?
Butthere’sasinistersidetolockdowninthesepro-

tectedareas.Asvisitorsmoveoutandpatrollingstaffde-
creases,poacherscanmoveinunhindered.Oh,yes, they’ll
maintaintheirsocialdistance(fromeveryone!)andeven
wearmasksbutall it takesisoneguywithasteel trap,a
bagofpesticideoraguntotakedownanelephant, rhino
ortiger.Wecanonlyhopethatpatrollinginthesepro-
tectedareashascontinuedwith, if anything,evenmore
rigour.Otherwise,visitorsmight justreturntothese
placestodiscoverthattheirbigfivehavedisappeared.

Sadly,ourwildlifeandbeautifulwildspaceshavea
muchlargerandmoreinsidiouscancertodealwith.Until
recently,wehadfairlydecentandfirmenvironmental
lawsandguidelinesforanyindustryattemptingtogeta
footholdin,say,atropical forestandturnit intoamassive
open-castmineorgiganticdam.Aproperenvironmental
impactassessmenthadtobedone, thepublichadtobe
consulted,and, finally,approvalobtainedfromthe
EnvironmentalClearanceGodssittinginNewDelhi.An
increasingnumberofordinarypeople,especiallythose
whowouldbedirectlyaffectedbytheirhomesbeingbull-
dozedandlivelihoodsdestroyed, too,keptahawk’seye
onthesituation,everreadytoraiseanalarm. Industry
couldmoveonwiththeirprojectonlyif approved.
Alas, theEnvironmentalClearanceGodschanged.The

newbindaasGodsdecidedit’ssomuchbetterandquicker
tolettheseminingcompaniesanddambuildersgeton
withtheirwork,and,afterwards,checkif they’vedone
anythingnaughty(Likedrownordestroyanentirerain-
forest).Evenif theyhave,wewill justwavethemon,be-
cause,afterall, it’sall inthenational interestand faitac-
compli.TheEnvironmentalClearanceGodshaverecently
giventhego-aheadtoOil Indiatodigforoil insideana-
tionalparkinAssam.Thecompanytellsusthey’llbore
theirwellsaboutamileoutsidetheparkboundaryand
thentunnelhorizontallyunderit.Hadtherebeenaplace
ofworshipinside, insteadofaforest,wouldtheyhave
daredtodoso?Bytheway, theGodshavealsocleared
open-castcoalmining(thefilthiestkind) inanelephant
reserveinthesamestate,clearly indicatingwheretheir
sympathies lie.Ofcourse, theytellusthatforeverytree
(whichhastakenthelast100yearstoreachitspresent
magnificentstate)cut,10willbeplanted,butnoonesays
where.Simplybecausethereisnowhereleft.
WithCOVID-19lurkingaround, it’sprettymuchopen

seasonfortheminers,dambuildersandtheir ilk.Evenif
enoughpeoplediddecidetoraiseastink, theywouldbe
immediatelydispersedif theytriedtoprotest.Apparently,
awholebunchof suchminingandindustrialunitsaretry-
ingtosneakintountouchedforeststhisway,hastilyaided
andabettedbytheEnvironmentalClearanceGods.But
what’sabsolutelyappallingishowwe,andespeciallyour
EnvironmentalClearanceGods,mulishlyrefusetolearn
thelessonsMotherNatureistryingsohardtodrill into
ourthickskulls:“Messaroundwithme,andseewhatI
canunleashonyou.Withoutbreakingordestroyingasin-
glething—likebombsdo—avirushasbroughtyouto
yourknees.”Thewriting’sonthewall.

FORBIDDEN KINGDOM
A tiger in Bandhavgarh National Park in Madhya Pradesh
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Arathi Menon

ONAPRIL 25, actor Amitabh Bachchan an-
nouncedonsocialmediathatabathadflown
intohishome.“Coronapeechachodhhinahin
raha,”hetweeted.Itispossiblethathewasjok-
ingwhenhe connected the flyingmammal
with thepandemic that hasbroughtnormal
life to a halt. But the joke ceases to be funny
whenconsideredalongsidenewsthatpeople
in Bengaluru have demanded
that fruit-bearingtrees(primary
sourceoffoodforfrugivorousbats)
be chopped andbat colonies re-
movedfromneartheirhomes.
Everycity,townandvillageneeds

itsbats.Batsaretheworld’sbestpol-
linators and seeddispersers, playing a
vitalroleinkeepingforestshealthy.Their
insatiablehunger for insects, especially
mosquitoes,isthereasonwhymanyof
us are protected fromdeadly vector-
bornediseaseslikemalaria.Ifthat’snotrea-
sonenoughtoloveyourneighbourhoodbats,
bat researcher and doctoral student at the
LeibnizInstituteforZooandWildlifeResearch,
Berlin, Rohit Chakravarty says, “No bats, no
tequila, ormahua. Fruit-eatingbats pollinate
agavefromwhichtequilaisproduced.InIndia,
theyareknowntodispersetheseedsofmahua.
Theyarealsothechiefpollinatorsoftheflow-
ers of durian,which is amulti-million-dollar
industryworldwide,andtheflowersof some
species ofmangroves,making themrespon-
sible for our strong coastal defence system.”
Batsalsodevourinsectsthatfeedonrice,corn
andcottonfarms,savingtheagricultureindus-
tryfromtheeconomiclossofpestattacks.
But are bats responsible for spreading

COVID-19,aspanic-strickencitizensseemto
believe?While it is true that certain species
of bats carry various coronavirus strains,
SARS-COV-2,whichisresponsibleforCOVID-
19, is not one of them. However, thanks to
unverifiednewsabout thepandemic circu-
latingonsocialmedia,themammalhasbeen
vilified as a primary actor in the virus’s
spread. A study, published in the Indian
Journal of Medical Research in April, by the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)
that notes two species of Indian bats in
Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Puducherry and
Tamil Nadu were found to carry a coron-
avirus called bat coronavirus or BtCoV
couldn’t have come at aworse time for
thesewingedcreatures.

The result is thatpeoplewant
themout of their vicinity. In re-
sponse to the surge of calls
that inundated the
Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP),
the principal

chiefconservatorofforests,SanjayMohan,is-
sueda sternwarning that killingorharming
batswill inviteactioninaccordancewiththe
applicable law. In Rajasthan, a large number
of batswere killed owing to fears about the
virus, leading the state forest department to
issue awarning earlier thismonth that such
actionswouldbepunishedunder theprovi-
sionsof theWildlifeProtectionAct(1972).
Theurgencyofthesituationhasled64chi-

ropterologistsfromsixSouthAsiancountries
(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka) to come together and clarify
thatbatsdonotspreadCOVID-19.Inaseven-
point press release, they emphasised that

since the exact origin of SARS-COV-2 is un-
known, it is premature and unfair to blame
bats.TheyalsosaidthattheBtCoVintheICMR
studyhas nothing to dowith COVID-19 and
BtCoVitselfwon’tcauseanyharmtohumans.
Sowhat links bats to coronavirus? Abi

TamimVanak,seniorfellow,AshokaTrustfor
ResearchinEcologyandtheEnvironmentand
fellow, department of Biotechnology/
WellcomeTrustIndiaAlliance,says,“Bats,like
manymammals, are a reservoir of viruses.
They harbour a high diversity of viruses.
Remarkable as itmay seem, they are gener-
allynotaffectedbytheseviruses.Severalhy-
pothesesexistasreasons—fromahighmeta-
bolic rate to an efficient immune system.
Exceptforrabies(throughrabidbats)andthe
virusresponsibleforNipah(fruit-eatingbats),
thereisverylittleevidenceofdirecttransmis-
sionofvirusesfrombatstohumans.”
Chakravartybelieveshumanactivitiesare

largely to blame for SARS-COV-2. “Wildlife
trade,theoretically,isaviralmeltingpotifyou
imagine animals fromdifferent parts of the

worldstackedincages,oneovertheother,fa-
cilitatingtheexchangeofbodilyfluidsamong
them.Intensivecaptivebreedingofdomestic
orwildanimalsisalsoastrongsuspect—alot
ofanimalsareinclosecontactwitheachother.
Plus,theyarehighlyinbred,whichmeansthat
they lack the genetic diversity to fight off
pathogens. So, any newvirus that theymay
encountercanevolveintoadeadlyvirusthat
canjumphostsandaffecthumans,”hesays.
Vanak says that thoughbatsmaynot di-

rectlytransmitSARSandSARS2virusestohu-
mans, one hypothesis for the emergence of
nCov19suggeststhatanintermediateanimal,
perhaps apangolin, facilitated the transmis-
sion.“Theintermediateanimalsserveasam-
plifyinghosts,especiallyinfavourablecondi-
tions, such as in awetmarket.Mutation of
viruses happens in host animals, some of
which can turn deadlywhen spread to hu-
mans,”hesays.

ArathiMenonisaMysuru-basedwriter
andyogapractitioner

Batting for Us
Unfairly blamed for spreading COVID-19 and

threatened with culling and loss of habitat, bats are a
vital part of our ecosystem

least fiveof themandsavoureverymoment
of it. Our human brain is keenly wired to
look out for, register and file all things that
are going wrong around us. Psychologists
call it the“negativitybias.” It isall themore
reasontostartacounter-practiceof fivejoy-
diet. Therewill beavoice inyourhead that
might say, “Not now, maybe later when
thingsarebetter.”However, if anything,co-
rona has taught us to find joy in the grati-
tudeof being alivenow.

PQ: Playfulness needs to be at the core of
whowe are as people and howwe live our
lives. I believe that ourplayfulnessquotient
(PQ— a term I coined) is a single determi-
nantofourqualityof lifeamidall thesuffer-
ing. Have you noticed howwhen you have
tobatheyourdogormakehimdosomething
that he dislikes he reacts by slowing down
orcowering?However,assoonastheordeal
isover,hejumpsupandisspringingaround
thehouse as if shakingoff all the stress. In a

momentortwo,thewholeexperienceisbe-
hindhimandheisplayfulandfriskyagain. It
isverysimilarinlittlechildren.Afterapainful
experience likean injectionora tasteof bit-
termedicine, theyarebackontheir feetand
running up and down. Again, it seems they
areshruggingoffthenegativeresidueenergy
throughtheirfrenziedactivity. Imagineifwe
could learn to do the same, every time the
stress of corona envelopes us — laugh out
loud,breakoutinajig,goofaroundwithour
kids,beltoutaBollywoodsong,feel invigor-
atedandgetbacktothebusinessof lifeagain.

Creativebuzz:Discover theartist inyou—it
could be anything frompainting, drawing,
origami,baking,gardenlandscaping,decorat-
ing, collaging, photography,makingmovies,
pottery,sculpting,scrapbooking,dancing,act-
ingor singing. Keep some timeeveryday, or
everyweekendforit.Smileatpeoplewhotell
you to stop fooling aroundwhen there is so
muchhardshipintheworld.Stickyourtongue
out to that perfectionist voice in the head
which tries to art-shame you. In Dr Seuss’s
words,“Thesethingsarefun,andfunisgood.”

Doing nothing: Take regular breaks of just
day-dreaming, being spaced out and doing
nothing.Stepoff thetreadmillof lifeandjust
be.If theguiltrearsitsheadwith“Beproduc-
tive.Why are youwasting time?”, ask it to
take a chill pill. Besides the fact that being

idlecanreplenishourwearysouls, it
candowonders toour creative
inspirationandimagination.
Studiesoncreativityhave
highlighted that the
metaphorical “eureka” or
“aha” moment generally
comeswhenpeoplearedo-
ing something completely
unrelatedtothetask.Ital-
ways amazes me how

playful breaks help me get
“unstuck”whenever I am feel-
inga littleoverwhelmed.

Survival of the kindest:
We are hearing a lot

about theproblematicno-
tion of “survival of the fittest”,
misattributed to Charles Darwin.
It somehowmakes us feel that the

onlywaywecansurvivethepandemic isby
watching out for ourselves — a scary
dystopia with a slippery slope of survival
andtheonlywaywecanreachthetop isby
elbowing others out. In reality, more than
“survival of the fittest”, it is the “survival of
thekindest” thathasmadeourspeciessur-
vive for over two millennia. It is our only
hope for the future.Wehave to standup to
forcesthatdivideusandconstrictourhearts
towardspeoplewhoaremarginalised. Still
notconvincedenough?Rememberthe last
timeyoureachedoutandhelpedsomebody
and let the warm glow of joy wash over
you? Now, take out your credit card and
contribute. Let’smakeour acts of kindness
go viral.

DrSheljaSenistherapist,writerandco-founder
ofChildrenFirst,achild&adolescent

mentalhealthinstitute.Writeto
shelja.sen@childrenfirstindia.com

ITMIGHTseemalittlefrivoloustotalk
aboutjoyinthepresenttimesofhus-
tle, stress and survival. But, maybe,
that is the reason we need it more
than ever before. Joy is not optional;

itisnon-negotiableforusrightnow.Weneed
to nourish our spirit, our families and our
community ineverypossiblewaywecan.

Daily practice: In times of corona, joy is not
something that will come to us easily.We
needtoworktowards it,practise itdailyand
deliberately.Daily,becauseitissoeasytoslip
back to our default setting of constant fear.
Deliberate,asinmakingaritualofsettingour
intentioneverymorningandstayingmindful
of itasifourlifedependedonit. Itcouldbeas
simple as, “I vow to find joy in the smallest
things today.”Practice, as inaccepting that it
isaskillthatwehavetoworkat.Itisnotades-
tinationbutadirection.Intheebbandflowof
life, therewill be dayswhen that joywill be
light and luminous and therewill be days
when thedarknessmight seem impenetra-
ble,leavinguswithbarelyaflickeroftheglow.

“I see you”: Do you remember how the
Na’visgreetedeachotherinthemovieAvatar
(2009)?Withagentle“I seeyou”.Thedivine
inme sees and honours the divine in you. So
simpleyetsoexquisite.Wewant tobeseen,
to be recognised, to be acknowledged.
Maybe, that iswhyweareallmadlychroni-
clingourlivesonsocialmediawithaflurryof
Insta and Facebook lives, webinars, etc.
Isolated inourhomes,wewant toshowthe
world “I matter and my life matters”.
However, there isalwaysabitofdissonance
astheonline“seeing”cannotmatchuptothe
real thing. Doyou remember, as a child, the
experienceofhavingsomebody’seyes“light
up” when they saw you? As if a bulb had
been switched on inside which shone
through their eyes? Experience the joy that
warmsyourheartasyourememberthat.Go
andgivethattosomebodyyouloveathome.
Look into their eyes, smile and let the love
shineinyoureyes.Seethejoyspreadtothem
andboomerangrightbackatyou.

Fivejoy-diet:Anearlymorningcupof teain
the balcony, an invigorating shower, hot
toastwithbutter inthebreakfast.Tiny little
things that change the tone of the day and
bringlightnesstoourheart. Iwouldsuggest
thatyoumakea“five joy-diet”—fivethings
thatyouwoulddoeverydaytopepperyour
lifewithmore joy. For that, first,makea list
of your joys. It could be really bizarre, “no
bigdeal” thingsbutwrite themdownany-
way. Stick it somewhere prominent. Then,
make sure that every day you include at

IMAGINE
by Shelja Sen

Finding Joy in Sorrow
More than ‘survival of the fittest’, it is the ‘survival of the kindest’ that has made our species

survive for over two millenia and that is our only hope for the future
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Playfulnessneedstobeat thecoreofwhoweareaspeople
andhowweliveour lives.Ourplayfulnessquotient isa
determinantofourqualityof lifeamidall thesuffering
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No one knows what
follows after this.

Definitely, there will be a
financial crunch. Actors
will have to reduce their
fees. There will be cost

reduction so that making
movies is viable

NEW
BEGINNINGS

Shoojit Sircar;
(left) on the sets of
his upcoming film
Gulabo Sitabo with

actors Amitabh
Bachchan and

Ayushmann. The
film releases on June
12 on Amazon Prime
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Alaka Sahani

WHATMADEyoudecidetopremiere
GulaboSitaboonastreamingplatform?
Iknewthisperiodisgoingtobeuncertain.

Whenthelockdownstarted,thereportsofthe
pandemic came in and theWorld Health
Organisationannouncedthatthisvirusisnot
goingawayeasily,wedidn’tknowwhattodo.
Then oneday, I discussed thiswith our pro-
ducers. Ididn’twanttositwiththefilmsince
itwas ready.We spokewithAmazonPrime
Video,whichhas ourmoviesOctober (2018)
andPink(2016).Thekindofproposaltheygave
for the film’s releasewasquite lucrative fora
filmmaker. I have never had this kind of re-
leaseearlier.Iwouldhaveexperimentedwith
thedigitalmediumatsomepoint.So,whynot
taketheplungenow?

Whatabouttheproposalsounded
lucrative?
Themovieisreleasingin200countriessi-

multaneously. It will be dubbed in 12 lan-
guages,includingPersian,Portuguese,French
and Spanish. They are also putting up a cin-
ema-likeexperiencewithDolbyAtmos(sur-
round sound). I find all these lucrative. Also,
themovie isgoingtostaylongeronthisplat-
form. This kindof reach is important. In the-
atres,amovieistakenoffintwo-threeweeks.

Sincethefilmhastwobankableactors,
AmitabhBachchanandAyushmann
Khurrana,didyouwonderifyouwere
missingoutonbox-officecollections?
This is a chance we had to take even

thoughwewillmissthetheatricalexperience.
Weareasimpleproductionhousewithafew
friendswho somehow gathermoney and
makemovies. Afterwe release amovie, the
moneywemakefromitisinvestedinthenext
movie.Our filmwasreadyinNovember.The
uncertaintiesoveritsreleaseapart,therewill

bea(release)bottleneckoncetheatresreopen.
Iwantedtoworkonmynextfilm,too.Wetook
thedecisiontoreleaseitonadigitalplatform
so that we could pay all our technicians.
Nothingcanmatchthemagicofcinemahalls.
However, I believe, both theatres anddigital
mediumsaregoingtoco-exist.

GulaboSitabo’strailerhasgotover40
millionhitssofar.
This is huge. I haven’t had more than

80,000 hits for my earlier films. I am told
mymovies are not for the masses. I have
never had this kind of viewsbefore.

Wereyoudisheartenedbythereactions
ofmultiplexchainsInoxandPVRover
GulaboSitabo’sdigitalrelease?
HadIbeenintheirplace,I,too,wouldhave

objected to it. I don’t think it’s personal.
Everyone has to understand that it’s part of
adaptability.Myproducers took this call be-

causetheyadaptedtothecurrentsituation. I
wishthatwecantalkandresolvethematter.
Thereshouldbenoresentment.

Whatkindof impactwill thepandemic
haveonfilmproduction?
Nooneknowswhatfollowsthis.Definitely,

therewill be a financial crunch. Actorswill
havetoreducetheirfees.Therewillbecostre-
ductionsothatmakingmoviesisviable.There
willbeacost-correction, fromthebeginning
of the concept until theproduct goes to the-
atres.Wedon’t knowwhen the audience is
goingtoflocktotheatreslikebefore. Ithasal-
ready affected business and its impactwill
continueevenafterthelockdownis lifted.

WhattookGulaboSitabo toLucknow?
Initially,wehadthought toplace the film

either in Delhi or Lucknow. When Juhi
(Chaturvedi,writer)andIstarteddeveloping
thefilm,wethought,‘Whynotsetthestoryin

Lucknow?’Juhiisfromthere.Iwantedtocre-
ateanever-seen-beforeexperienceofthecity.
Itwasveryimportantthateachandeveryas-
pectof thefilmshouldbeauthentic.Thefilm
ischaracter-based,so, it ismorelikeanexpe-
rience. It isnot justaboutBankeandMirza—
the lead characters in the film—but about
many other characters. I would call this a
satire,somethingIhavetriedforthefirsttime.

HavetheGulaboSitabopuppets(Uttar
Pradesh’straditionalglovepuppet
theatre)beenaninspiration?
The name Gulabo Sitabo is used as a

metaphorforLucknow.Wethoughtwhydon’t
wecelebrate this dyingart of puppetrywith
this title? Thiswasnot our original title. Juhi
and I thought of thiswhilewatching some
GulaboSitabopuppetshowsonYouTube.

HasJuhiChaturvedibeenapartof this
filmfromtheverybeginning?
The collaboration between Juhi andme

hasbeen in termsof ideasandscripts. She is
very goodwith insights. She understands
verywellwhatthefilm’svisionisgoingtobe
andputsthatinthescript.Ialwaysshootwith
thescript. By the timeweshoot the film,we
wouldhavealreadyexperienceditwhilecon-
ceptualising it and during the process of
scripting.Wegothroughdetailssuchaswhat
the characters are going to be like and how
theyaregoingtospeak.

Therewas talkonTwitter recentlyabout
releasingyour filmShoebite,whichwas
earlier caught in legal trouble,ona
digitalplatform.Canwewatch it soon?
Ihavethesamequestionformyproduc-

ers. Iwasquitehappy thatAyushmannand
AnuragKashyapspokeaboutShoebiteonthe
socialplatform.MrBachchan(whoplaysthe
lead in the film) gets emotional every time
hetalksabout it.Therightsarewith itspro-
ducer Disney. If they want, they can show
the film.

YounextmovieUddhamSinghwas
supposedtoreleaseinJanuary2021.Will
youbeabletokeeptothereleasedate?
Right now, my attention is on Gulabo

Sitabo.Wewereworkingonthepost-produc-
tionofUddhamSingh,which ishalteddue to
thelockdown.That’sgoingtotakesometime.

‘Nothing can
match the magic
of cinema halls’
Filmmaker Shoojit Sircar on releasing his
new film on a streaming platform, setting
it in Lucknow and the ways in which the
pandemic will affect the business of films

Shubhra Gupta

IN ONE of those staple scenes of American
high-school hi-jinks on screen, a simpatico
teachertellstheleadcharacterBinduChoudry,
who’sbeenhavingareallyhardday,thathigh
school is “all about finding your tribe, your
posse,yourbandofmerry-makers”.
Wait aminute, though. Lead character?

A girl named Bindu? In a film set in an
Americanhighschool?
That’sright. Inthe2019TheMisEducation

Of Bindu, a debut feature by LA-based
PrarthanaMohan,producedbyJayandMark
Duplass, the girl at the centre of the narra-
tive is Indian. Bindu (Megan Suri) has been
homeschooled up until now, and injected
into the high-school system by her overly
protectivemum’s (PriyankaBose) recently-
acquired white American partner (David
Arquette), because he thinks shewill miss
out if she doesn’t get to sample the all-
Americanhigh-schoolexperience.
Which is all well and good. But when

you’re gangly, awkward and don’t quite
knowwhat the rules are, and no one looks
like you, that same “experi-
ence” can be daunting.
Especiallywhenyou’rehav-
ing the kind of day that
Bindu is, which involves a
shocking degree of sexism,
meannessandcluelessness.
At the end of the awful day,
you see those growing-up
pangs get somequenching:
despite the movie going
clunk occasionally, Bindu
doesmanageaneducation.
The American high-

schoolmoviehas longbeen
asub-genreamongthevast-
and-variedHollywoodcom-
ing-of-age tales, but the presence of an
Indian-Americangirlatthecentreofthenar-
rative,wasanewthing.Thesmall indie film
screened at a couple of film festivals in the
USlastwinter,butobviouslyBinduChoudry
didn’tmanagetobecomeatalkingpoint,the
way another Indian-American girl doing-
the-high-school-thing recently has: a vast

numberofNetflix-watchingdenizensknow
whoDeviVishwakumar,thebrash,fast-talk-
ing teen,who isworking throughherdead-
daddyandfraught-mommyissues,whohas
hottakesoneverythinganddoesn’tcarewho
knows it, inMindy Kaling’s smashweb-se-
riesNeverHave IEver.
Despitetheshow’sstereotypicalcharac-

terisations (terribly strict desimumsward-
ingoff b-o-y-z, and, gasp, s-
e-x),whatworksinfavourof
NeverHave I Ever is theway
teenage angst has been
made relatable. And, of
course,thecentralcharacter
playedwithsupremesassby
Maitreyi Ramakrishnan,
whomakesusbothwant to
shakeDeviandroot forher.
There’snodoubtthatthe

show’screatorswerealways
going for the broad brush-
stroke-y sitcom tone, given
the genre. Never have we
ever seen a brown teenage
girl as keen to have her

bones jumped, even if she doesn’t quite
know what exactly it entails. Nuance?
What’s that? Regardless, the soaring popu-
larity of Devi has proved that youngpeople
likehercannowgettheirownshow,andrun
withit.Giventhemostlytightlyclosedgates
of American entertainment, where race is
such a huge factorwhen it comes to choice

andaccess,thisleading-from-the-frontrep-
resentationcanbeseenasastepup:remem-
ber the long lines of confused ABCDs that
would pop up in film and TV to canned
laughter, only to stay strictly on theperiph-
ery? Finally, the brown girls are in the ring,
tra la la la. In the next season,maybe there
will becomplexity.
Nuance,andalovelydelicacy,canrefresh

thesametheme, if it’s anotherkindofwork
altogether. There’s nothing generic about
AliceWu’s film The Half Of It, which pre-
miered on Netflix just a week before the
Kaling show. In the lead is the quiet, obser-
vant, nerdy (yes, she’s that girl whomakes
moneybywritingtermpapersforotherstu-
dents)Chinese-AmericanEllieChu.TheHalf
OfIthasbeenlabelledaqueercoming-of-age
film,buttomethequeernessisnotastarting
point: it is a gradual discovery of self. You
don’tlookatEllieChuas“thatqueergirl”.You
look at her as a young girl who is instantly
drawn to Aster, another young girl who
seems tohave the sameaffinity to thewrit-
tenwordasshedoes.YoualsoseeEllie’s for-
tifying friendship with high-school class-
matePaul,theinarticulatejockwhoasksher
tohelphimwooAster.
EllieChu,afictionalteenagerontheother

side of theworld, lives in amovie, but her
storymakesusfeel.Thepainandtherapture
of young love, of growing up, and finding
whoyoureallyare.Allof it,evenif it is inthe
half of it.

Women of colour are
finally fronting American

high-school dramas.
Could it be the beginning

of something new?

THE YOUNG ONES
(Above) Still from The Half of It; a poster ofThe MisEducation of Bindu

High School Hi-Jinks

Ektaa Malik

IN 2005, Mindy Kaling rolled into the
AmericanTVspacewiththehugelypopu-
lar and award-winning sitcom, The Office
(2005-’13), which she helpedwrite. Her
characterKellyKapoor, an Indiangirlwho
likedshoppingandobsessedoverthelives
ofAmericanfilmstars,wasabreakthrough
inhowIndianAmericanswouldcometobe
projected on screen— self-assured, sassy
andwithout exaggerated desi-ness. Since
then,the40-year-oldIndian-Americanac-
tor,writerandproducerhasheadlinedThe
Mindy Project (2012-’17); created another
sitcom, Champions (2018), and also ap-
peared in Ocean’s 8 (2018), alongside
Rihanna, Anne Hathaway and Sandra
Bullock.Borntofirst-generationIndianmi-
grants inBoston—adoctormotherandan
architectfather—Kalingistheposterchild
of a newHollywood,where people from
differentethnicitiesarefinallybreakingfree
ofstereotypes.InNeverHaveIEver,a10-part
series she has created and produced for
Netflix, Kaling has given theworld Devi
Vishwakumar, an Indian-American
teenagerwhoisasconcernedaboutherfirst
kiss as she is about her SAT scores. In an
emailinterview,Kalingtalksaboutadapting

bitsofherlifefortheshowandwritingreal
characters.Excerpts:

ThereistalkaboutNeverHaveIEver
beingbasedonyourlife.True?
Yes andno. I grewup in the1980s and

’90sanddidn’twanttodoaperiodshow,so
that’s abigdifference. Iwasnowherenear
asbrashandwillfulasDevi,butIcanrelate
tohergriefoflosingaparent.DeviandIalso
share a similar strugglewith our relation-
shiptoIndia. Iwasalsoahugenerd.

It’srefreshingtoseeanIndian-
Americangirlwhowantsawholesome
teenageexperience.
I love that Devi has many different

obsessionsthatfeltrealtome.Iwantedto
get good grades asmuch as I wanted to
have a boyfriend. I think that’s relatable
toeveryone.

MaitreyiRamakrishnanlandedtherole
ofDevifromanaudition.Diditremind
youofyourfirstaudition?
Lang (Fisher, co-creator) and I were

charmedinstantlybyMaitreyi. Shewasso
confident and comfortable in her skin,
something pretty rare for a girl so young
withnoon-cameraexperience.WhenIau-
ditionedbackintheearly2000s(whichwas

sorareanywaysinceI’vewrittenallmyown
parts), I never auditioned for Indian roles.
Theywerewhite characterswhom I just
happenedtobeluckyenoughtogetanau-
ditionfor.

HowdidyougettennisstarJohn
McEnroetonarratetheshow?
Myfamily grewupwatching Johnand

we lovedhim.Hewas awinner, butmore
importantlyhewasafighter.Ithinkmypar-
entsrelatedtothat.Ireachedouttohimand
met upwith him inNewYork. I think he
signedonbecause itwassodifferent from
what he normally does, and because his
kids likeTheOffice.

Whathigh-schoolmoviesdidyou
watchwhilegrowingupandwhatwas
yourhighschoolexperiencelike?
Iwatchedeverything.Moviesasdiffer-

entasClueless(1995)andTheBreakfastClub
(1985) had an enormous impact onme.
Noneof themwerelikemylife,andInever
sawanyminority actors play lead charac-
ters in any high-schoolmovie, but I loved
themnonetheless.Iwasahardworker,obe-
dientandambitious.

WhydidittakesolongforHollywood
tofinallygetamainstreamIndian-
Americancharacter?
I thinkwereallybenefited fromtheex-

plosionofcontentinthepast10years.Now,
networksandstreamingplatformsareready
to take risksonunconventional storiesbe-
causethereissuchaneedforcontent.

What’sthewayforward?Weareseeing
moreandmorepeopleofcolourinthe
mainstreamspace, likeHasanMinhaj
andAliWong.
I think it’smostly important forpeople

likeme,who are in a positionwhere they
canchoose tocreateworkaboutpeopleof
colour, tokeepmakingthoseshows.

Wereyourparentssupportiveofyour
careerchoices?
The greatest giftmy parents gaveme

weretheiropenminds.Theyhadneverhad
anymembersoftheirfamilyintheartsorin
Hollywoodbut they believed inme. They
wantedme tobehappyand letme follow
mypassion.

IsthereaseasontwoforNeverHaveI
Ever intheworks?
Ihopeso!

Season in the Sun
Actor-producer Mindy Kaling on creating a credible
Indian-American teenager and getting tennis legend

John McEnroe to narrate her new web show

A SEAT AT THE TABLE
Mindy Kaling (centre) with John McEnroe
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MOVEOVER, cardboardcutouts.
On Thursday, Denmark one-upped

neighbours Germany as the Superliga re-
turnedtoactioninfrontof thousandsof live
fans.AlargevideoconferenceatAGFAarhus’s
stadiummeant that the footballers had a
gameday atmosphere, and the spectators
hadaZoomwithaview.
And when the hosts scored a 92nd-

minuteequaliseragainstopponentsRanders
FC, Ceres Park rangwith cheers. The stands
remainempty,buttheclubsaysthousandsof
faceswillcontinuetoflickeracrossthethree
giant screens — the world’s first ‘virtual
grandstand’.
“I imagine you also have been getting

usedtovideomeetings,workingfromhome
andusing Zoom technology?” laughsAGF’s
head of media, Soren Carlsen. “We tried to
use that technology to create a community
around the game for our fanswho are our
family.Itwasagreatsuccessandwelookfor-
ward tocontinuing it thisMonday.”
Earlierthismonth,Germanyrestartedits

league and clubs countered the empty are-
naswithcutouts,mannequinsandpiped-in
noise.Leaguesandbroadcastersworldwide
are also trying out innovations to replicate
the fan experience in the pandemic age.
AGF’s cheer-from-homemodel is a viable
stop-gapsolution.
Itwasinspiredbynumerousbrainstorm-

ingsessionsamongclubofficialsoverZoom
oncethesuspensionbegan,andaDanishTV
showwhichsawcitizensjoinafamousartist
fora singalongperformance.
Over the next fewweeks, the club in-

stalled the three-piece video board -which
standsover9feettalland131feetwide-and
gotintouchwiththeCalifornia-basedZoom
company. While a single Zoommeeting
couldn’taccommodate10,000participants,
556meetings comprising18users eachdid
the trick.Multiple rooms also helped break
down the attendance into smaller chunks,
andsupporters signedup tobe in theirpre-
ferred“stand”.
Two smaller screens were installed for

away andneutral fans and those interested
could pick up the ‘tickets’ for the Zoom link
andaspoton theboard.
“Therewere 10,000 links, but the num-

ber of viewerswas a lotmore because peo-
ple attended the match in groups,” says
Carlsen.
Theticketshoweverwere freeof charge.
“Wedidn’tthinkitwasrighttochargeour

fans. It’s not their fault that they can’t come
to the game. Therewere some costs for the
big screenandother technical stuff, andwe
putinalotofhours.Wehadalotofextrapeo-
pleworkingontheproject.Butwewouldlike

toput that investment intoour fans.”
Theboard, that ranalongonesideof the

field, could fit 200 fans’ faces at once. Fifty
moderatorstoggledbetweendifferentfaces
to display on the screen, and also had to re-
mainvigilant toanyrudegatecrashers.
“Thatwasalsooneoftheconditionsfrom

the Zoom guys. It’s an American company,
sotheyneededthatwehavesomeverystrict
protocols. I’mproudtosayweonlyhad two
peoplewhowere kicked out,” says Carlsen,
adding: “Theywere showing some parts of
thebodyyou’renot supposed toshow.”

Cut out for fans
Carlsen laments Bundesliga’s

‘Geisterspiele’ (ghost games) but says card-
boardcutouts still have theirplace.
“Youshouldstilldothecardboardthing.

Two days before the game, we held an
eventwhere fans came and decorated the
stadium. Itwas a nice afternoon. The fam-
ilies got a break, the children were draw-

ingonthesecardboards.But it isa smallvi-
sualeffect thathasnobearingonthegame.
They can’t cheer.”
Sound was of utmost importance —

“people at the back office tasked us to cre-
ate some sort of an atmosphere and the
team andmanager didn’t want to feel like
they played in an empty stadium”— but it
was also the most challenging to control.
Multipleusersincreasedtheriskof incoher-
ent noise, and the club encouraged chants
andsongs inunison.
“Wefoundasolutionwherewehadpre-

recorded sounds fromour fans fromearlier
games,andwewereabletomixthatupwith
the sound, the noise and the chants from
Zoom,”saysCarlsen.“I talkedtosomeof the
playersafterthegameandtheysaiditwasa
good idea.”
The broadcast cameras across the field

capturedthefacesbrimmingwithjoy,notjust
happytobewatchinglivefootballbutalsoto
catchupwith fellowstadium-regulars.

“I have to say, it was pretty moving to
watchthefansathome,especiallywhenwe
scoredthelateequaliser. Isawacouplewho
kissed each other, children cheering with
theirmom and dads. It was likewe had an
intimateconnection.”
The event has drawn universal praise.

Fanswhowere sceptical sentout congratu-
latorymessages to the club. The TV station
washappywiththerefreshingtelecast.And
Carlsen’sphonehasn’t stoppedringing.
“Wehavetalkedtobigclubsfromallover

Europe.Norway,England,France,Germany.
Also, people from the United States who
wanttorecreatethis.Allwesayis ‘goahead,
tryit.Usebigscreensalongsidethepitch,not
just thescreensatyour stadiums’.”
Theclubhasonemorepieceof advice.
“Makesureyouhaveaneventwhereyou

engage the fans. In our experience, the fans
aremissing football, but they are alsomiss-
ingthecommunityandthecamaraderiethat
is around football.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MAY30

CRICKETWESTIndies(CWI)hasannounceda
temporary50percentreductioninsalariesand
cricketfundingacrosstheentireregionalcricket
system, effective from July. TheCovid-forced
decisioncameatatimewhenCWIalreadyhas
beenreelingunderrevenuecontractionwith-
out a broadcast rights deal.With question
marks over this year’s Caribbean Premier
League future,scheduledinAugust-September,
WestIndiescricketisstaringatuncertainty.
ACWI release said its Board of Directors

agreed to the cut to “safeguardCWI’s future
whiledeliveringatleastaminimumlevelofjob
protection”, actingon the recommendations
received fromtheFinancialStrategyAdvisory
Committee(FSAC).Bereftofanycricketforthe
last threemonthsand“greatuncertainty”on
regularcricket’sresumption,lossofincomehas
hittheWestIndiesboardhard.
“Cricket is thebeatingheart of our region

for many individuals, communities, and
economies. This pandemic is hurting every
West Indianand thisdecision tocut staff and
playerincomeshasbeenaverydifficultoneto
make;onethatwillimpactsomanymembers
of thecricketingfamilyaroundtheCaribbean.
Thisbusinesscontinuityplanunfortunatelyre-
quiresallstakeholderstomakeahugesacrifice,
but I’mconfident that itwon’tbe longbefore
CWIwillbeinapositiontoensurethatthesport
welovecanrestartandbeenjoyedonceagain
bythethousandsof cricket fansacross there-
gion&diaspora,”CWIchiefRickySkerrittstated.
CWIisfacingatwo-foldproblem.Thepan-

demichasallbutvoidedWindies’domesticsea-
son. Also,with theT20WC likely tobepost-
poned,theboardcouldmissoutonitsrevenue
share fromthe ICC– in the rangeof $8-10m–
dueinSeptember.AndCWIisyettofindanew
broadcasterforitsmatches.Itpreviousbroad-
castrightsdealexpiredinDecemberlastyear.
Skerrittrecentlyspokeabouthowadeclinein
revenuehasputWest Indies cricket ina spot,
given that its “expensesare fixed” includinga
payrollthatexceeds“$1.5mpermonthtocover
players,etc.”

10,000Zoom in for closed-door game
SPORT

ADanish football clubuses video conferencing applicationas supporters attendgamevirtually, but in real time

West Indies
cricket team,
staff to take
50% pay cut

@indianexpress.com

Chess legendVVIISSWWAANNAATTHHAANNAANNAANNDDtellsSSAANNDDIIPPGGhowhescaledthe
summitofworldchessforthefirst timein2000afterseveralnearmisses.

THOSEMONTHS,THOSEMINUTES
Forced intoanunprecedented lockdown, sport is staringat an
unfathomabledespair. Indianathletes, though,havegiven the
country reasons to rejoice in thepast.

Sunday May31
Setyourprioritiesnow.It'sfinetofollow
onecourseofaction,andkeepother
optionsopen,justaslongasyouseek
experthelpwheneverconfusionstrikes.

Monday June1
Familyaffairswilldominate,butdoubtsover
recent events should be cleared up. A
personal disappointmentmay turnout to
havebeennomorethanatemporaryblip.

Tuesday June2
Inthewordsofonefamoussong,youwant
theworld andyouwant it now.Yet if your
desiresarehighthenyouwill endupfeeling
limited, frustrated and unfairly blocked.

Wednesday June3
It seems that you'll hit a reality check in
about four months' time. When that
happens, unload some of the emotional
baggage that had tied you to the past.

Thursday June4
Emotional stars are onyour side. The year
looks fairly intense, but in a positiveway.
You'llbedrawnintoemotionalencounters,
butthey'll enableyoutofindoutmoreabout
yourself. It's a recipe for success.

Friday June5
You can't decidewhether youwant one
friendormany,asingleloverorahundred.
Onething iscertain,which is thatyou'llbe
exploringnewemotionalpossibilities.

Saturday June6
You'll be putting on your thinking-cap,
musingdeeplyoverlong-termchoices.You
can reach firm decisions, but nothing is
forever, andwhatever is finalisedcouldbe
upforarethinkineightweeks'time.

If it’s your
Birthday
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DifficultyLevel4s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
_______throughthewindshield,nottherear-viewmirror.-ByrdBaggett (4,2,4)

SOLUTION:ABODE/ADOBE,TOXIN,PULLEY,FRISKY
Answer:Lookatlifethroughthewindshield,nottherear-viewmirror.-ByrdBaggett

BDAEO EPUYLL

NXIOT IRSYFK

JUMBLEDWORDS

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Sometimeslifetakesa
courseofitsownand
you'releft whaton
earthishappening.

Socialgatheringsmaynotbe
workingoutashoped.Butwhat
didyouexpect?Thisisaperfect
momentforgettingintouchwith
aformerpartner,sodustdown
youroldaddressbooks.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
CreativeTaureans
shouldsoonbeontop
oftheworld,asare
anyBullswhoare

burstingwithambition,anxious
toshowwhatthey'remadeof.
Youcouldbeinforahigh-
spendingweek,though,with
Mondayyourmostextravagant
day.That'sbecauseyouhave
dreamstofulfil—andsomeof
themneedtobepaidfor.

GEMINI(May22-June21)
Mercury,your
planetaryruler, is
formingdramatic
relationships.Itell

youthisjusttoshowyouthat
you'vegotalotofplanetsonyour
side.Thishastworesults.First,
yourideasandopinionswillbe
strongerthanever.Secondly,
yourownfinancialjudgment
mightsuffer:pleasebecautious.

CANCER(June22-July23)
You'llbereclaiming
baddebts,taking
brokengadgetsback
totheshops,

resolvingproblemswithyour
bankandtryingtogetfinances
onafirmfooting.Happily,a
partnerwillprovesurprisingly
helpful.Butjustwhocanoffer
themostassistanceissomething
youmightnotbeabletopredict.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Theroadaheadhas
manytwistsand
turns;twosteps
forward,threesteps

back.Thatisthepatternofyour
lifethisweek.Theadviceisto
grinandbearitandtakethis
uniqueopportunitytoclearup
choreswhichhavebeenbugging
yousincelastyear.Abank
manager,orotherfinancial
associate,mustbegiven
correctinstructions.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Youmayexpecta
busystarttothe
week,withhectic
timesonMondayand

Tuesday.Doyourselfafavourand
getintothefitnessbusiness,
cleaningupyourdietandtaking
astrolldowntothegym—orat
leastaroundtheblock.Whenit
comestootherpeople,evena
closerelationshipcouldbean
uphillstruggle.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Your friends, lovers
andacquaintances
haveonething in
common;theyseem

unable tomakeuptheirminds
oreventurnupontime.Your
happiestmomentswill feature
goodconversation,and
hopefullyanunexpectedtrip.
Atwork,youmayuseyour
intuition; it'spartlyaquestion
of applyingcommonsense.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Everythingdepends
onhowyourespond
tothe lastmonth's
worthof offersand

invitations.Youreallydon't
want to turndownanyone
withoutgivingthemafair
hearing.Afterall, youdon't
knowwhatyou'llbemissing!
Youmust, asamatterof
principle, treatall financial
transactionswithsuspicion
until theweekend.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec23)
Mercury'sawkward
aspectsareasure
signof amerryold
muddle.Mindyou,

thatdoesn'tmeanthatyou're
notabout tocomeupwith
someprettyamazing
conclusions.As therelevant
issuesathomeareso
complicated,youshould
refusetocommityourself, at
leastuntilyouhaveall
the information.

CAPRICORN(Dec.23-Jan.20)
Yourquite
understandableself-
interestshouldbe
temperedbythe

highestofmotives,andpartners
willgiveyouallcreditduetoyou
forthat.You'lldoyourlevelbest
toseethatwhatisgoodforyouis
goodforeveryone.Business
fortunescouldimprovewithin
aboutfourweeks.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Thingsarenot
alwayswhat they
seem. Itmay lookas
if otherpeopleare

being inconsiderate,ducking
outof engagementsor justnot
turningup.But, lookat it like
this:everycancellationgives
youthechancetochangeyour
plans, so theysuityou.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Whatastrange time
this is.Your
imaginationmaybe
troublingyou,but

atmoments like theseeven
trivialeventsgiveaglimpse into
life'sdeepermeaningand
thereasonswhyyou'rehere.
At leastyouwillworry
much lessaboutdelays
andpostponements.

YOURWEEKAHEADBRIDGE

Atrumpisledandyourright-handopponentplaysthejack.Yourplan?
Youcanassumethetrumpsbreak3-1;withinthatassumption,thecontract
is100%certainonanylayout.

NORTH
♠ K743
❤Q108
♦ 2
♣87432

DECLARER
SOUTH

WEST
♠ 98
❤732
♦ AJ83
♣AKQ9

NORTH
♠ J109873
❤9763
♦ 10
♣Q2

SOUTH (YOU)
♠ AQ
❤AKQ84
♦ AQJ6
♣AJ

SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2271
QUICKCLUES
ACROSS
1. Lackof strictness (6)
4. Weak(6)
9. Nabokovnovel (4)
10. Birdseed(10)
11. Iman,atbirth (6)
12. Shouted, "How's that!" (8)
13. Occurrence (9)
15. Cutandpaste (4)
16. Chops (4)
17. Makingready(9)
21. Least lengthy(8)
22. Talkative (6)
24. Measures in length,breadthor
thickness (10)
25. Harvest (4)
26. Rebellion(6)
27. Gourmet (6)
DOWN
1. 16thpresidentof theU.S (7)
2. Ohiocity - "Inaxe"anagram?(5)
3. Tangible (7)
5. Jupiter'smoon(6)
6. Onlooker (9)
7. Basicconstituent (7)
8. Imprisonment (13)
14. Seriously (2,7)
16. Rejectionof belief indeity (7)
18. PainterPablo (7)
19. Lunatic (7)
20. Individual (6)
23. Pungent (5)

CRYPTICCLUES
ACROSS
1. Sort theFrencharouse(6)
4. Renovate thisclerical insurer (6)
9. Wildcatwithsound
connections (4)

10. Moneyyoudon'tget fornothing
?(4,3,3)

11. Comebackquicklyaftermaking
an impact (6)

12. Nameincreditas thrillerwriter
(8)

13. Landing fieldatwhichconverts
adore theheadof theCatholic
church(9)

15. Contemptiblepersoncanbeno
saint! (4)

16. Didn'twalk thestreet,wehear
(4)

17. Whenthere's troubleone is sure
tobeputoutby foreign
gentlemen(9)

21. Tookoff andhadamealaround
one(8)

22. Powerfulandabsurdmythabout

onegreat leader (6)
24. Consolemensuffering from
drowsiness (10)

25. Cheatorgetcome-uppance,all
right? (4)

26. Twogirls, onegirl -oraman(6)
27. Exclamation fromanoldgod!
(2,4)

DOWN
1. Essential record forprincipal
speaker (7)

2. Ex-presidentwithnothingon?
(5)

3. Endless fluidruns toOriental
andancientcity - it'salcoholic
(7)

5. Discoverymeansplea is
changed(6)

6. TheFrenchtohavenoright tobe
balleticduringsuchevasiveness
(9)

7. Sensible littlegirlmakingan
impression(7)

8. Blamingsomediscotheque
before lastyearcomestoa finish
(13)

14. Kimberley's schemeconcerning
canineregulation (9)

16. OnceagaincametoKewwith
earringswinging(7)

18. Brief reportofwarmweather
conditions? (7)

19. Deserter's retreat (3-4)
20. Rathercold in thecountry,we
hear (6)

23. Wearnothingasanactress (5)

QUICKCLUESAcross: 1Fields,4
Adobes,8Cadenza,9Obscure,11
Preeminent,12Sane,13Pasta,14
Occupied,16Pointout,18Suomi,20
Horn,21Tangential,23Digging,24
Nibbled,25Gandhi,26Ashram.DOWN:
1Flair,2Elevens,3Drzhivago,5Debut,6
Backsup,7Serengeti,10Reporting,13
Proposing,15Cosmetics,17Nonagon,
19October,21Tench,22Adeem.
CRYPTICCLUES
Across:1Wafery,4Frills,8Plaited,9
Popstar,11Raisetaxes,12Fool,13
Minor,14Unfolded,16Polka-dot,18
Yucca,20Clan,21Brain-child,23
Egghead,24Efforts,25Tipped,26
Exists.Down:1Wilma,2Frisson,3
Reentered,5Riots,6Lustful,7Soap
opera,10Exnuptial,13Moonlight,15
Flying-fox,17Kinship,19Cahoots,21
Blase,22Lutes.

Solutionsto2270

YouleadtheCA.PartnerplaystheC5anddeclarertheC6.Doyouhaveany
chanceofbeating4H?Whatdoyouplayattricktwo?
TheEastHand: S-10852 H-54 D- K974 C-J105
TheSouthHand: S-AQJH-AKJ96 D- Q1065 C-6

Evenifpartnerhasasingletonclub, it ishighlyunlikelythatclubtrickscan
getaway.Whereare theygoing?Whatcangetawayarediamond tricks!
Shifttoatrumpattricktwo.

IfpartnerhappenstohavesomethinglikeHKxx(aholdinghecan'thaveon
thisdeal)heshouldplaylow.Thenifseveralcardsareruffedindummy,his
kingmorphsintoatrick.

Whatever,youhavetostopdiamondruffs.Andwhenyougetinwithahigh
diamondyouwill leadanothertrump.

With a trump switch and trump continuationwhen inwith a diamond,
declarer has to lose three diamonds and a club.With no trump switch,
declarerclanruffat leasttwodiamonds indummyandcometotentricks:
fiveheartsintheclosedhand,threespadesandtwodiamondruffsindummy.

Itshouldbenotedthatwhendummycomesdownwithalongsuit,dummy
willalsohaveashortsuit.Nowwhat?Ifthelongsuit isusable, it isatypeL
dummy.If it isnot, it isatypeSdummy.Itsoundsgood,but
howwillyoualwaysknowwhetheritisausablesuitornot?Frequentlyone
defenderknowswhiletheothercan'tbesure.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
2❤
Pass 2❤ Pass 4❤
Pass Pass Pass

Whenthedummyappears,itwilloftenfallintooneoftheLSDgroups.1.Type
L:Adummythathasalongusable,orsoontobeusable,sidesuit.2.TypeS:A
dummywhosemainthrustisside-suitshortness.3.TypeD:Adummythatis
balanced,dead,sotospeak.Nothreatening length,nothreateningside-suit
shortness.

DECLARERSOUTH (CONTRACT6H) TEAMS

THEWALL HAS EYES

■Howdoes itwork

The 'virtual grandstand'—a43-
yard long videowall— runs along
one side of the field atAGF
Aarhus’s stadium. Fans signup
for free links to a Zoommeeting
scaledup to10,000participants.
Fiftymoderators keep thedisplay
changing, granting each fan close
to twominutes on theboard.

■The challenges

In a Zoomroom, fans canonly
watch eachother. Theywould
need another screen to follow the
match. Thedelay between the live
gameand thebroadcast onTV
means the fans’ reactionswill
also bedelayedby several
seconds.Spectators followaliveSuperligamatchbetweenAGFAarhusandRandersonontheZoomapplication.Reuters

Asingle Zoommeeting
couldn’t accommodate 10,000
participants, 556meetings
comprising 18users eachdid
the trick.
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