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AT4.2%,GDPGROWTH INFY20LOWEST IN 11YEARS

Going forward,governmentspending
holdskeytoanytangible recovery

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI,MAY29

INDIA’SQUARTERLYgrowthrate
plummeted to its lowest in the
currentseriesat3.1percentinthe
January-March period of 2019-
20, led by a sharp contraction in
themanufacturingandconstruc-
tion sectors, even as fresh data
provided clear indications of a
further slide in estimatesduring
theApril-Junequarter.
TheMarchquarterestimates

dragged the overall GDPgrowth
ratefor2019-20toan11-yearlow
of4.2percent,theprovisionales-
timate released by National
StatisticalOffice (NSO)onFriday
showed. The growth numbers,
accounting for only oneweekof
lockdown to slow the spread of
Covid-19 pandemic inMarch,
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SANTOSHSINGH
MARADANGI (KATIHAR),
MAY29

IN JUSTa fewseconds, thevideo
clipbecameapowerfulemblem
for the trauma faced by lakhs of
migrantworkersreturninghome
toescapethelockdowndistress.
It showed awoman lyingmo-
tionless on the ground at the
Muzaffarpur railway station in
Bihar, her son playingwith the
cloth covering her — unaware
thathismotherhaddied.
Today,thatimagehasaname,

a devastated family, a single-
room asbestos-roofed house in

Katihar’sMaradangivillage,and
acloudofunansweredquestions.
Caught in the swirl are

Arveena Khatoon’s two sons—
Armaan (4) and the child in the
video, Rahmat (18months) —
and her stunned parents,
ShairoonandVokaMir,alandless
dailywager. Arveena’s husband
haddesertedher twoyearsago.
“Now I have to become a

mother all over again for these
children,” says Shairoon. “Her
death in front of my eyes keeps
disturbing me,” says
MohammedWazir, Arveena’s
brother-in-lawwho accompa-
niedthe35-year-oldandherchil-
drenonthetrain journey.

The death has shaken the
state, too.
Bihar’s Social Welfare

Department has assured
Rs4,000permonthtoArveena’s
parents forher twochildren, as-
sistance under the
MukhyamantriAwasYojanaand
a one-time grant of Rs 20,000
from the CM’s family benefit
scheme. The family has also got
Rs 5 lakh from Leader of
Opposition Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav.
Butthedeathhasleftatrailof

questions, too.
Wazir claims Arveena died

becauseshe“didnotgetproper
meals” on the Shramik Special

theyboardedfromAhmedabad
onMay 23. Her family says the
body was handed over “with-
out a post-mortem” and that
“no sample was taken for a
Covid test”.
In its inquest report, the

Railway Police describes it as a
“natural death” on the train in
Chhaprawhile citingwitnesses
toalsomention“foodpoisoning”
as a probable cause. And the
Katihar administration says
therewasnopost-mortemdone
because the family had con-
ducted the burial “without in-
forming” them.
Theanswersarehardtofind.
Wazir had initially told re-

portersthattherewas“nolackof
food” on the train. Speaking to
The Indian Express on Friday, he
says: “I was not inmy senses at
that time, I did not knowwhat I
was speaking.We had the first
meal in Ahmedabad onMay 23
and the second only in
MuzaffarpuronMay25.”
Officials question theclaim.

Katihar District Magistrate
Kanwal Tanuj says “the body
wasburiedwithouttheadmin-
istration being informed”.
Tanuj,however,assuresthatthe
“family will be allotted land to
build ahome”.
For Shairoon andMir, sitting

together outside their home on

government land, none of this
hassunkin.
“Shewas our third daughter

andwehadgothermarried toa
man from UP’s Bareilly seven
years ago through a broker. Her
husband, Mohammed Islam,
took her to Bareilly only twice
anddivorcedher twoyears ago,
when she was pregnant with
Rahmat,” saysShairoon,55.
“Wehavenoagriculturalland

andmyhusband cannot do any
strenuousphysicalwork... itwas
gettingdifficult tokeepherwith
us. There is hardly any job for
womenhere,” shesays.
ItwasthenthatWazir,whois
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Trump says he
spoke to Modi
about China; no
recent contact:
Indian officials

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,MAY29

HOURS AFTER United States
PresidentDonaldTrumpclaimed
that he had spoken to Prime
Minister NarendraModi about
the situationon the India-China
border,sourcesinNewDelhisaid
there has been “no recent con-
tact” between the two leaders,
whohadlastspokenalmosttwo
monthsago,onApril4.
On Friday, DefenceMinister

Rajnath Singh
told US Defence
SecretaryMarkT
Esper that New
Delhi would re-
solve its differ-
ences with
Beijingbilaterally.
Just before 2

am on Friday
India time,
Trump,whowas
responding to
questions at the

White House, claimed he had
spoken toModi, who, he said,
was “not in a goodmood about
what’sgoingonwithChina”.
“They have a big conflict go-

ing with India and China. Two
countrieswith1.4billionpeople
[each]. Two countrieswith very
powerfulmilitaries.And India is
nothappy,andprobablyChinais
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In Delhi, Covid
hotel-hospitals for
treatment, isolation

ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,MAY29

INYETanothercaseofadeathon
a‘ShramikSpecial’, thebodyofa
migrantworker lay unattended
insideatrainforfourdays,before
it was finally found when the
train was being cleaned at the
Jhansi railwayyardonMay27.
MohanLal Sharma (37),who

worked as adriverwith a chips-
making factory inNaviMumbai,
was a resident of Basti district in
UttarPradesh.OnMay21,he left
MumbaiinaprivatebusforJhansi.

While it is not clear when
Sharma reached Jhansi, officials
said he boarded a ‘Shramik
Special’ train from Jhansi to
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ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,MAY29

THE DELHI government on
Friday roped in hotels for treat-
ment as well as isolation of
Covid-19patients.Fortreatment,
thegovernmenthastiedupwith
fivehotelsthatwillbeconverted
into“extendedCovidhospitals”,
augmentingthebedcapacityby
1,000beds.
The capital reported 1,106

cases on Friday — the second
straight day when the Covid
count breached the1,000mark.
Thenumberofdeathsroseby82,
including 13 over the last 24
hours, takingthetoll to398.
Threemoregovernmenthos-

pitalshavealsobeendesignated
to treat Covid patients — Deep
ChandBandhu,SatyawatiHarish
ChandraandGTB,whichwillbol-

sterbedcapacityby900.
The five hotels — Hotel

Crowne Plaza (Okhla), Hotel
Suryaa (New Friends Colony),
HotelSiddharth(RajendraPlace),
Hotel Jivitesh (Pusa Road) and
HotelSheraton(Saket)—willbe
attachedwith private hospitals
and functionasmakeshiftmed-
ical facilities totreatpatients.
WhileSheratonwillberunby

Max Smart Super Speciality
Hospital at Saket, Indraprastha
Apollo Hospital will operate
Hotel Suryaa. Batra Hospital &
Research Centre will operate
HotelCrownePlaza,whileDrBL
KapurMemorialHospitalandSir
GangaRamCityHospitalwillrun
Hotel Siddharth and Hotel
Jiviteshrespectively.
“Beds in government hospi-

tals are lying vacant, even ICUs
and ventilators are available.
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY29

ACKNOWLEDGING THE
“tremendoussuffering”facedby
the poor and vulnerable during
the lockdown, PrimeMinister
NarendraModiFridayreiterated
theneed “to take care to ensure
that inconveniencesthatweare
facingdonotturnintodisasters”.
Advising citizens to follow

rules and guidelines with pa-

tience,hesaid:“Wemustalways
remember that thepresent and
futureof130crorewillneverbe
dictatedbyanadversity.”
In a letter to the nation (The

Ideas Page, Page 11) that also
marked the first year of his sec-
ond term,Modiwrote: “Inacri-
sis of thismagnitude, it cancer-
tainlynotbeclaimedthatnoone
suffered any inconvenience or
discomfort. Our labourers, mi-
grant workers, artisans and
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DEEPTIMANTIWARI,
LIZMATHEW,ABANTIKA
GHOSH
NEWDELHI,MAY29

THENEXTphaseof lockdown,to
kickstart fromMonday, is likely
toprunethelistofprohibitedac-
tivities further and allow states
todecideonopeningofmallsand
multiplexes, places of worship,
and dine-in restaurants, The
IndianExpresshas learnt.
The government may also

consider relaxing night curfew
hoursbasedonsuggestionsfrom
health experts. “It (decision to
impose curfew from 7 pm to 7
am)isnotexactlybasedontech-
nical considerations of health.
Thereisnoharmif it isextended
at least to9pm,” saidanofficial.
However, based on sugges-

tions from various states, strict
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

THE NSO has said there
willberevisionstogrowth
numbers since complete
data collection was not
possible.With growth in
private consumption ex-
penditureflounderingdue
to lockdown and invest-
ment impacted due to
weak demand, govern-
ment expenditurewill be
critical.

Spending
keyto
recoveryE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

Earlywarning: Growth slows to 3.1 per cent
in Q4which had just oneweek of lockdown

Workersdisinfectanambulance inDelhi, Friday.AmitMehra

MigrantsspendingthenightatthetransportbusstandnearPunerailwaystation,waitingfortrainstotakethemoutof
Maharashtra. Around700ShramikSpecialtrainshaveleftthestatesofar.ArulHorizon

For four days, migrant’s
body lay unattended on
Shramik Special train

Rlys’ treatment of migrants
borders on barbarism,
violation of rights: NHRC
DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,MAY29

SAYING THAT the treatment of
migrantworkers“bytheRailway
authoritiesbordersaroundbar-
barism”, the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) has
issued notices to the Railway
Board chairman, Union home
secretaryandchiefsecretariesof
BiharandGujarat.
It has asked them to submit

a report, within fourweeks, on
the steps taken to ensure basic
facilities tomigrants.
TheNHRC,which issued the

notices onThursday, said itwas
taking suomotu cognizance of
media reports on trains taking
days to reach their destination
andhow“manymigrantlabour-
ers lost (their) lives during the
journey by train due to longer
duration and no arrangements
fordrinkingwaterandfoodetc.”
It said the government had

failedto“protectthelivesofpoor
migrantsonboardtrains”.“It isa
matter of concern... they arebe-
ing subjected to such treatment
bytheRailwayauthorities,which
borders around barbarism. The
poorlabourerscannotbetreated
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Tushar Mehta’s ‘parallel’ govt: 19
HCs, their orders on Covid distress
APURVAVISHWANATH
NEWDELHI,MAY29

APPEARINGfortheCentreinthe
SupremeCourtThursdayinaPIL
on migrant distress, Solicitor
General of India TusharMehta
slammed critics, questioning
theirmotivesandcredentials. In
thesamevein,hecriticisedHigh
Courtssayingthatsome“arerun-
ningaparallelgovernment”.
Theapexcourthadtakensuo

motucognizanceof theplightof

strandedmigrantworkersacross
thecountry.
WhatMehtacalled“running

aparallel government” is a slew
ofdirections fromasmanyas19
HighCourtstogovernments--at
the state and the Centre. These

rangefromstoppingcoerciveac-
tionduringlockdowntoaddress-
ingmigrantdistress to checking
lacunae intestingstrategies.
Currently, PILs related to

CovidarebeingheardintheHigh
Courts of Allahabad, Andhra
Pradesh,Bombay,Calcutta,Delhi,
Gauhati, Himachal Pradesh,
Gujarat, Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Kerala, Madras, Manipur,
Meghalaya,Patna,Orissa,Sikkim,
TelanganaandUttarakhand.
WhilesomeHighCourts,like
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Cricket matches fixed, like movie
directed by someone else: Bookie
MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI,MAY29

IN HIS disclosure statement to
theDelhiPolice,SanjeevChawla,
the prime accused in the 2000
HansieCronjematch-fixingcase,
hassaidthat“nocricketmatchis
fairlyplayed”and“...allthecricket
matches which people see are
fixed”.Healsopointedto the in-
volvement of “a very big syndi-
cate/underworldmafia” that in-

fluences all cricket games that,
according to him, were like
“movieswhicharealreadybeing
directedbysomeone”.
In the statement, which is

part of a supplementary
chargesheet submitted to the

court but doesn’t have the ac-
cused’s signature, Chawla re-
vealed before the police that
the syndicate had on its target
the case’s investigation officer
DCP (Crime Branch) Dr G Ram
GopalNaikandthathis lifewas
under threat.
The New Delhi-born and

London-based alleged book-
maker,while confessing that he
wasinvolvedinmatch-fixingfor
many years, said he could not
givemoredetailssince“averybig
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MohanLalSharmaworked
asadriver inMumbai. Express

‘Modinot
ingood
moodon
China’

Sanjeev
Chawla is
outonbail

LOCKDOWN
DAY

66

CONCERN
DELHI:Over 1,000
new cases reported
on Thursday, 82

new deaths reported
on Friday

CAUTION
HARYANA: Surge
in last few days.
Current growth
faster than

national average

A GLIMMER
PUNJAB: Current
growth rate below
one per cent,

doubling time more
than 80 days

KEYSTATES
TOWATCH
■Maharashtra
■Gujarat
■Kerala
■TamilNadu
■Bihar
■WestBengal

TOTAL
CASES
59,546
15,572
1,088
19,372
3,185
4,536

DOUBLING
RATE**
13.74
26.53
10.71
15.05
10.33
14.05

SURGEIN
24HRS
2,598
377
85
797
149
344

7-DAYAVG.
GROWTH*

5.24%
2.71%
6.72%
4.78%
6.97%
5.12%

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

CASES:
1,65,799

RECOVERED:71,105 |DEATHS:4,706
TESTS:34,83,838 |DOUBLINGRATE: 14.63**

*CompoundedDailyGrowthRateover last7days **Calculatedover7-daygrowth

BasedondailydatabyCentre, ICMR, stategovernments
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ShairoonKhatoonwithhergrandchildren.Herdaughter
ArveenahaddiedonaShramiktrain. SantoshSingh

Lockdown 5.0
may be relaxed
further: States to
decide on malls,
restaurants
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Many have suffered… future of 130 crore
won’t be dictated by adversity: PM Modi

New Delhi
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PM Modi
craftsmen in small scale indus-
tries, hawkers and such fellow
countrymen have undergone
tremendoussuffering.”
That’swhy,Modisaid, itwas

all the more important that
“every Indian… follow all rules
andguidelines.”
Applaudingthe“sheerconfi-

dence”,“resilience”andpatience
shownbypeoplewhichhas en-
sured that India is “in a better
statethanmanyothercountries,”
Modi said: “This is a long battle
butwehavestartedtraversingon
thepathof victoryandvictory is
ourcollectiveresolve.”
Referringtotheimpactofthe

pandemic on the economy, the
PrimeMinister said therewas a
“firm belief” that just as it has
donewiththefightagainstCovid,
Indiawillalso“setanexamplein
economicrevival”.Throughtheir
strength,Modi said, “130 crore
Indianscannotonlysurprisethe
worldbutalsoinspire it.”

Lockdown 5.0
curbs are likely to continue in
containment zones, and “there
will also be some restrictions in
13key citieswhere the concen-
trationof Covid-19 cases is very
high”,anofficial said.
The new guidelines would

include relaxations on visiting
places of worship but “no reli-
gious event or gatheringwill be
allowed”, theofficial said.
And while the Centre is in

favour of easing inter-state
movement further, any such
openingwould dependonhow
states assess the outbreak in
theirregions.Anoptionthatmay
beconsidered is to let the states
decide itbetweenthemselves.
Metroservices,however,may

remainoutof boundsduetothe
“centralised AC system” that
could fuel the infection. Delhi is
likely to reiterate thedemandto
resumeMetrooperations.
According to sources, the

definingprinciple of restrictions
post May 31 is likely to be the
needtofactorinthedifferenttra-
jectory of Covid-19 in different
citiesandstates.“Stateswill,how-
ever,havegreaterfreedominde-
ciding on the opening of their
economy andmanagement of
Covidissues,”anofficialsaid.
SourcessaidtheUnionHome

Ministry is finalising the guide-
lines for the next phase after
HomeMinisterAmitShahspoke
toChiefMinistersoverthelast24
hours, andmet PrimeMinister
NarendraModiFriday.
On Thursday, Cabinet

SecretaryRajivGaubahadhelda

meetingwith officials from all
states on preparedness, with a
specialfocuson13cities,includ-
ing Mumbai, Chennai, New
Delhi,Ahmedabad,Thane,Pune,
Indore, Jaipur, Jodhpur,
ChengalpattuandThiruvallur.
Statesnotfacinganalarming

spurt in cases are keen on step-
ping up financial activities and
utilising the Centre’s economic
package.
However,theysaid,thestates

are also united in their push to
continue with curbs in inter-
state transportation,malls and
cinemahalls,andeducationalin-
stitutionsandplacesofworship.
During discussionswith the

HomeMinister,sourcessaid,the
Chief Ministers were keen to
open upmore economic activi-
ties although states like Kerala
andMaharashtrawantedmany
oftheexistingrestrictionstostay.
“TheHomeMinisterspoketo

all chief ministers... the discus-
sionslargelyfocusedontheroad
ahead. Also, part of the discus-
sions were relaxations that
would be required in the next
phaseofthelockdowntofurther
open the economy,” a Home
Ministryofficial said.
“InDelhi,unlikeMumbai,the

health infrastructure is not yet
overwhelmed. Delhi has been
reassuring, ithasopenedshops,
public transport and metro.
However,thereisaneedtoeval-
uate the results of this opening
up…Thereisusuallyalagperiod
of about twoweeks before the
effects show,” a Central govern-
mentofficialexplained.
Manystatesalsonudgedthe

Centre on relaxations for reli-
giousevents,withmultiplefesti-
vals scheduled in June and July.
But theCentre's newguidelines
mayput a shadowonbig-ticket
events like the iconicRathYatra
inOdisha.
In its response, the Centre

told states to keep track of dou-
blingandfatalityrates,andasked
Telanganato improve its testing
numbers.
Meanwhile,inalettertostates

onFriday,UnionhealthSecretary
PreetiSudanaskedstates to take
care of all health needs of mi-
grants. “As few states havewit-
nessed substantial influx of
labourersfromotherpartsof the
country,thehealthsystemsatthe
cuttingedgelevelshouldbepre-
pared for addressing the health
needs of this additional popula-
tion,besidesattendingtothereg-
ular health needs or the service
areapopulation,”Sudanwrote.

WITHINPUTSFROM
DIPANKARGHOSE,NEWDELHI

Trump
nothappy.ButIcantellyou,Idid
speak to PrimeMinisterModi.
He’s not — he’s not in a good
mood about what’s going on
withChina,”Trumpsaid.
Around 9 am IST, sources in

NewDelhi rebutted the claim
about the conversation. “There
has been no recent contact be-
tween PMModi and President
Trump.Thelastconversationbe-
tween themwas on 4 April on
the subject of hydroxychloro-
quine,”asourcesaid.
Officials said that they had

been surprised by the US
President'sclaim,butsincethere
was video evidence of his com-
ments, it did not take long for
themtoreject theclaim.
“We took the decision as

soonasall thekeyplayers inthe
governmentwere available for
consultation in themorning,” a
sourcesaid.
This is not the first time that

Trump has falsely claimed to
havehadaconversationwithPM
Modi.
On July 22 last year, he had

saidthatModihadaskedhimto
mediateonJammuandKashmir.
TheMEAspokespersonhadde-
niedtheclaimwithinacoupleof
hours, saying “no such request”
hadbeenmade.
ThedifferenceinNewDelhi’s

response this time is that the
government has not denied
Trump’s claim through an offi-
cial spokesperson.
The global dynamics at play

between theUS andChina, and
the fact thatWashington’s sup-
port—intermsofaccesstoventi-
latorsandvaccinesamongother
things— could be key in India's
fight against the Covid-19 pan-
demic, could have been on the
mindsofgovernmentofficials.
“Adecision topublicly rebut

the US President is not taken
lightly,” a source told The Indian
Express.A“considered”decision
wastakentodenytheclaim“off
therecord”, thesourcesaid.
Trump,whowas also asked

about his offer tomediate be-
tween India and China, said, “I
would do that. You know, I
would do that. If they— if they
thought it would help if I were
the mediator or the arbiter, I
woulddothat.So,we’ll see.”
In response, sources inNew

Delhi said, “Yesterday, the
Ministry of External Affairs had
alsomadeitclearthatwearedi-
rectly in touchwith theChinese
through established mecha-
nismsanddiplomaticcontacts.”
Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh's telephonicconversation
with the US Defence Secretary
onFridaylastedcloseto30min-
utes, sourcessaid.
“China figured in thediscus-

sion, and the DefenceMinister
told Esper that Indiawould like
to resolve the differenceswith
China through existing bilateral
mechanisms,”asourcesaid.
In its official statement, the

DefenceMinistry said the two
ministers “exchanged views on
regionaldevelopmentsofshared
securityinterest”.Theconversa-
tionwasrequestedbyEsper, the
statementsaid.
With Indian and Chinese

troops facing off at multiple
pointsineasternLadakhforover
threeweeksnow,this is thefirst
dialogue on the issue between
thetwoleaders.

Worker’s body
Gorakhpur,whichisabout70km
fromBasti, onMay 23. A ticket
found on his body showed the
timeofdepartureas11.40am.
Pankaj Kumar Singh, Chief

PRO,NorthEasternRailway,said
the train reachedGorakhpuron
May 24, at 4 pm. The Jhansi-
Gorakhpur train journey nor-
mally takesabout11hours.
Afterthepassengersgotoffat

Gorakhpur, the empty train left
for Jhansi about twohours later,
at 6.20 pm. It reached Jhansi on
May 27, at 7.30 pm. A couple of
hours later, Sharma’s bodywas
found inside a toilet in the train
at the Jhansi railwayyard.
“Wegot informationaround

10pm,Wednesday(May27)re-
garding abodybeing found in a
train at the Jhansi railway yard.
We immediately rushed there
alongwith amedical team. The
bodywas found in the toilet of
the Shramik Special; it had de-
composed,hisfacehadswollen.
We found an Aadhaar card,
which identified himasMohan
Lal Sharma, a resident of Basti
district,” said Jhansi GRP
InspectorAnjanaVerma.
“After reaching Jhansi from

Mumbai, he (Sharma) went to

Gorakhpur in a train.We found
aticket inhispocket,whichwas
forMay23.HeleftonMay23,at
11.40am,andtheemptytrainre-
turned to Jhansi onMay 27, at
7.30 pm. The door of the toilet
was not locked properly; we
found Rs 27,000 inside his
pocket,” said Verma. “The body
was foundwhen the trainwas
beingsanitised,”saidtheofficer.
Sharma is survived by his

wife, Pooja Devi (38), and four
minor children—Gaurav (11),
Saurav (8), Shivam and Shivani
(twinsaged5).
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,

his nephew, Rahul Sharma (18),
said the family last spoke to
Sharma on May 23, when he
boardedthetrainfromJhansi.“He
spoketohiswifeandsaidhehad
boardedthetrainandwouldcall
againafterthetrainleft.Afterthat,
his phonewas switchedoff.We
kept trying to contact him, and
later lodged amissing person’s
complaintatthelocalpoliceout-
post,”saidRahul.
“OnMay27,wegotacallsay-

ingthathisbodyhadbeenfound.
Fourmembersofthefamilyhave
gone to Jhansi,” he said. Rahul
saidtheyperformedthelastrites
in JhansionFriday.
“WecouldnotdoaCovidtest

because the bodywas found so
late. The proceduremust start
withinsixhoursofdeath,”Jhansi
DistrictMagistrateAndraVamsi
said. He said the cause of death
could not be ascertained in the
postmortemexamination, and
theviscerahasbeenpreserved.
When contacted, Chief PRO,

NorthCentralRailway,AjitKumar
Singh, said due to the Covid-19
protocol, the train could not be
checkedafter thepassengersgot
offinGorakhpur.“Heboardedthe
trainonMay23.Hewasallowed
toboard the train after taking all
theprecautionslistedbythestate
government. From Jhansi to
Gorakhpur, no alarmwas raised
byhimoranyoneregardingmed-
icalhelp,”saidSingh.
Regarding sanitisation of

Shramik Special trains, Singh
said,“Beforethetrainstartsfrom
a station, its maintenance is
checked and a certificate is-
sued…Once thepassengersget
off, it is brought back empty to
the starting station. As per the
protocol, no arrangement for

cleaning ormaintenance of the
trainwasmadeatGorakhpur.”
“When this train was sup-

posedtobeservicedinJhansion
May 27, after it returned from
GorakhpurviaKanpur,thebody
was found. This was the first
chancethatRailwayofficialshad
to check the train and clean it.
Thisisasperthecurrentrulesfor
these trains. Since the train re-
turnedempty,therewasnoneed
to clean or check it before it left
Gorakhpur.Onlytheguardvanis
sanitised,” saidSingh.
In Mumbai, Sharma’s em-

ployer,SushilKumarJaiswal,said
he had beenworking at his fac-
tory for about two years. “I had
around20-25workersinmyfac-
tory;most of them left for their
villagesinUttarPradeshintrucks
and buses. Sharmawas the last
onetogo. I toldhimtostayback,
buthetoldmethathiswifewas
calling him home as she was
scaredforhim."
He said Sharma started get-

tinganxiouswhenalltheothers
left.“Despitetellingourworkers
that they could stay in the fac-
tory, they wanted to return
home. The manner in which
peoplewere being transported
in trucks wasworse than how
lifestockistransported.However,
they paid Rs 4,000 per seat and
got into trucks headed for
Gorakhpur,” Jaiswalsaid.

WITHINPUTSFROM
MOHAMEDTHAVER,MUMBAI

NHRC
insuchaninhumanmannerjust
because they are poor and the
government has paid for their
tickets.Anyshortcomingon the
partofthegovernmentagencies
cannotbecoveredundertheex-
cuseofunprecedentedsituation
amid countrywide lockdown,”
theNHRCsaid.
“The Commission has ob-

served that the contents of the
mediareports, if true,amountto
grossviolationofhumanrights.
Theaggrievedfamilieshavesuf-
fered irrevocable loss. The state
has failed to protect the lives of
thepoor labourersonboardthe
trains,” it said.
The NHRC cited reports of

howmigrants, includinga four-
year-old boy, died in trains, en
route toMuzaffarpur, Danapur,
Sasaram, Gaya, Begusarai and

Jehanabad in Bihar, and how a
train started from Surat
(Gujarat) for Siwan (Bihar) on
May16,andreachedonMay25.

‘Parallel’ govt
Bombay,Delhi, Andhra Pradesh
andPastna,havetakensuomotu
cognizance, others are hearing
pleasfiledbypetitionersinclud-
ingactivistsandlawyers.
On Thursday, hours after

Mehtamade the statement be-
fore the Supreme Court, a divi-
sionbenchoftheTelanganaHigh
Courtaskedfortestingofbodies
for Covid before releasing them
fromhospitals.
Abenchof JusticesRSChau-

hanandBVijaysenReddycame
downheavily on the state gov-
ernmentagainstits“attemptsto
showalownumberof cases.”
Thefirstdetailedordercame

from the AllahabadHigh Court
onMarch18inwhichitdirected
theUttarPradeshgovernmentto
not take any coercive action
against individuals thatwould
forcethemtoapproachcourtsfor
relief during the lockdown. The
next day, the Kerala High Court
alsopassedsimilarorders.
However,theSupremeCourt

granted an ex parte stay against
ordersofbothHCsonMarch20.
Themigrant issuehasdomi-

nated proceedings in Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka,Madras and
UttarakhandHighCourts. These
courts havequestioned govern-
mentsonupkeepofmigrantsand
paymentoftheirtrainfarehome.
TheKarnataka government,

which had briefly stoppedmi-
grants fromleaving the stateon-
boardShramikExpress, reversed
its standafter theHC’s interven-
tion.OnMay18, abenchheaded
by the Chief Justice AbhayOka
asked the state government to
clarifywhoispayingforthetickets.
OnMay20, theUttarakhand

HighCourt,notingthatrapidan-
tibody testing has not been ap-
provedbytheIndianCouncil for
Medical Research, directed that
it couldbeused for surveillance
purposes. The court’s order,
however, camewith the caveat
thatthenatureofitsintervention
isnot“adversarial”butbasedon
agreementof allparties.
InApril,theKohimabenchof

theGauhatiHighCourt issueda
directiontothestatetosetupits
own testing facility after a peti-
tionwas filed arguing that the
delay in getting results ham-
peredcontact-tracing.
Thenthereareissuesseveral

High courts have taken up suo
motu.OnMay28,theDelhiHigh
Court took up the issue of dis-
posalofbodiesincrematoriums.
Twobenchesof theBombay

High Court, at Bombay and
Nagpur, raisedquestions on the
Maharashtragovernment’spol-
icyonbanningdeliveryofnews-
papers inthestate.
AdivisionbenchofthePatna

High Court onMay 28 took suo
motu cognizance of a video on
socialmedia showing a toddler
tugginga sheet that coveredhis
deadmother inMuzaffarpur.

Hotel-hospitals
Butpeopleareoptingforad-

missiontoprivatehospitals.The
government'sresponsibilityisto
provide treatment to all. But
since the private hospitals are
running full, it’s a gooddecision
toattachhotels for treatmentof
coronavirus patients. Anticipa-
ting a surge, we have started
preparationforthecomingdays.
The percentage of positive pa-
tientsisalsoincreasing,whichis
a red alert for us,” said Dr Arun
Gupta, president of the Delhi
MedicalCouncil.
In an order issued by Delhi

HealthSecretaryPadminiSingla,
the hotels have been asked to
provideregularservices,includ-
ing housekeeping, disinfection
and food for the patients at a
pricenotmorethanRs5,000for
afive-starhotelandRs4,000for
afour/threestarhotelperdayper
person.Thelinkedhospitalshall
be paid an amount not more

than Rs 5,000 per patient per
day, inclusive of consumables,
service of doctors, nurses, para-
medical staff andnursingstaff.
“Theattachedprivatehospi-

tal is required to provide suffi-
cient manpower (nurses and
doctors) as per norms. Further,
the attachedhospital is also re-
quired to provide oxygen sup-
ply,either intheformofoxygen
concentratororoxygencylinder,
in the extended Covid hospital
in case a patient requires oxy-
gen support... They shall also
make the necessary arrange-
ments to provide resuscitation
services(equipment,drugsand
medical consumables) in the
extendedCovidhospital incase
there is a rapiddeterioration in
theclinical conditionof thepa-
tient,” theorder stated.
However,thehospitalslinked

to thehotels can charge investi-
gation charges asper their rates
at amaximumof Rs 2,000 per
bedperday. “Further, the linked
hospital may accommodate
theirdoctorsandstaff at theho-
tel at their own expense, if re-
quired,”saidaseniorofficialfrom
thestatehealthdepartment.
In another significant deci-

sion, the government issued an
order stating that those eligible
forhomeisolationcanalsoquar-
antinethemselvesin10hotelsin
thecity,onapaymentbasis.Five
of the hotels are in Aerocity —
Holiday Inn, Hotel Pride Plaza,
Aloft Hotel, Ibis Hotel and JW
Marriott.TheothersareSheraton
Hotel inSaket, ITCWelcomhotel
inDwarka,TajVivantainDwarka,
Suryaa Hotel in New Friends
Colony,andHotelLeMeridien.
A total of 1,870 rooms have

beenearmarkedinthe10hotels.
The hotel rates, as fixed by the
government,varyfromRs3,000
to Rs 5,000 per day, depending
on single or double occupancy.
This includes threemeals a day.
At present, of the 9,142 active
cases in Delhi, 4,651 are under
homeisolation.

Bookie
syndicate/underworldmafiaisin-
volvedinthismatterandtheyare
dangerouspeople and if he says
anythingtheywillgethimkilled”.
When contacted, Special CP

(Crime) Praveer Ranjan said,
“Sincethematterisstillunderin-
vestigation,wemaynot be able
toshareany intricatedetails.”
Meanwhile, theDelhi Police

CrimeBranch, in itssupplemen-
tary chargesheet, has also said
thatChawla’snon-cooperationin
investigationproveshis involve-
mentinthecrime.Intheabsence
of the High Court’s stay on the
trialcourt’sbailorder,Chawlahad
walkedoutofTiharjailearlierthis
month. Following this relief,
Delhi Policehasapproached the
SupremeCourt. Thematterwill
beheardnextmonth.

Bihar
married to one of Arveena’s
three sisters, suggested that she
stay with his family in
Ahmedabadandfindwork.
“Shecamewithherchildren

eightmonths ago, and started
work as a helper tomasons at
constructionsites,earningabout
Rs300perday.Weweresharing
a rented accommodation... my
wife and son, andArveenawith
hertwosons,”saysWazir,adding
that he used to earn Rs 7,000
everymonth.
“But the lockdown changed

our livessoquickly,”hesays.
Arveenafathersayshehadto

borrowRs 3,000 for his daugh-
ter lastmonth. “But as the lock-
down continued,with no hope
ofthingsbecomingnormal,they
decided to return to the village
forwork,”saysMir,60.
On Monday, with Rahmat

playing nearby, the body was
keptontheplatformforaboutan
hour-and-a-half till an ambu-
lancearrived.“Iwaswaitingtore-
ceivemydaughter.Butshecame
homeinacoffin,”saysthefather.
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are expected toworsen going
aheadwith the suspension of
economicactivity.
India has seen one of the

harshest lockdowns in the
world,withgradualrelaxations
forresumptionofeconomicac-
tivities being allowedafter the
third phase ended onMay 17.
GrowingCovidcasesinstatesin-
cludingMaharashtra, Gujarat,
TamilNaduandDelhihavecon-
tinuedtoposechallengesforfull
openingup.
Agricultureandgovernment

spendingwere among the few
sectors that survived thedeci-
mation,registeringgrowthrates
of5.9percentand10.1percent,
respectively, during theMarch
quarter. That the June quarter
wouldbefarworseis indicated
byfreshdatareleasedbythein-
dustry department Friday,
which showed the eight infra-
structuresectorscontractedbya
record38.1per cent inApril, as
againstagrowthof5.2percent
inthesamemonthlastyear.
High-frequencygrowth in-

dicators have shown broad-
baseddeclines across both the
demandandsupplysides,with
theslumpindiscretionarycon-
sumptionandservicesexceed-
ing the contraction in invest-
mentandindustrialactivity.
The manufacturing

PurchasingManagers’ Index in
Aprilhadslid toarecord lowof
27.4 from51.8 inMarch,while
merchandise exports con-

tractedby60percentduringthe
firstmonthofthisfinancialyear.
Also,withthepreviousfinan-

cial year’s growth figure lower
than earlier estimate of 5 per
cent, theNSO sharply revised
downthequarterlyGDPgrowth
numbersforearlierquarters:for
April-June to5.2per cent from
5.6percentestimatedearlier,for
July-September to4.4per cent
from5.1percentearlier,andfor
October-December to 4.1 per
centfrom4.7percentestimated
earlier.
Barring agriculturewhich

recordedagrowthof4percent
inFY20asagainst2.4percentin
the previous year,mining and
quarrying,whichgrewat3.1per
cent froma contraction of 5.8
percent,andpublicadministra-

tionthatrecordeda10percent
growth,allothersectorsslowed
down in FY20.Manufacturing
slumped,remainingalmostflat
with 0.03 per cent growth in
FY20 comparedwith 5.7 per
centinthepreviousyear.
Investmentremainedmuted

with Gross Fixed Capital
Formation (GFCF), a proxy for
private investment, contracting
2.8per cent as against a9.8per
centgrowth in2018-19.Private
finalconsumptionexpenditure,
whichreflectsconsumptionde-
mandintheeconomy,slowedto
5.3percentinFY20from7.2per
cent in the previous financial
year.Governmentexpenditure
continuedtoprovidesupportto
theGDP,growing11.8percentin
2019-20, up from10.1per cent

inthepreviousfinancialyear.
Growth rate in terms of

GrossValueAdded(GVA),which
isGDPminusnetproducttaxes
andreflectssupply-sidegrowth,
slowed to3.9per cent in2019-
20from6percentgrowthinthe
previousyear.ThenominalGDP
growthrate,whichaccountsfor
inflation, is estimated to have
grownat7.2percentin2019-20,
sharply lower than11per cent
inthepreviousyear.
Economistshighlightedthat

GDPisheadedforacontraction
going aheaddue to the impact
of Covid-19. “Going forward...
government expenditurewill
again be the growth engine in
FY21.Weak commodity prices
and import demandwill also
provide some support to
growth.Despite this, the econ-
omywill contract in FY21after
FY20,” Devendra Kumar Pant,
Chief Economist, IndiaRatings
andResearch,said.
Congressleaderandformer

Finance Minister P Chidam-
baram said the GDP data for
January-Marchhascomelower
thantheirforecastof4percent.
“Wehad forecast thatGDP for
Q4will touchanew lowatbe-
low4percent.Ithasturnedout
to be worse at 3.1 per cent.
Remember, this is pre-lock-
down.Ofthe91daysofQ4,lock-
downappliedtoonlyto7days.
Itisatellingcommentaryonthe
economicmanagement of the
BJPgovernment,”hesaid.
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Whenwill cricket
restart?
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

In the latest episodeof the Express Sports
podcast,we talk aboutwhen cricketwill
resumeand the losses that organisations
such as theBCCIwill face in the
meantime.
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RESPONDINGTO the report “An
anguished lullaby, fights for seats,
water: 24 hours on a Shramik
Special” (page 1, May 28),
Ravinder Bhakar, Chief Public
Relations Officer, Western
Railway, writes: “Railways
chargedRs70,2000@Rs520per
ticket and collected the amount
from the District Collector. The
disbursement of tickets among
the passengers is done by the
state authorities as per proce-
dure.Hence,theRailwayscannot
commentonoverchargingasno
farewas collected frompassen-
gersdirectly.
“At the originating point, all

passengerswere given one litre
packaged drinking water and
packetsof namkeenbythestate
authority. The train departed at
20.20 hrs from Udhna and
crossed Jalgaon station at 00.00
hrsandenteredCentralRailway's
jurisdiction. It is tomentionthat
passengers were catered to
snacks and food by IRCTC at
Badhnera and Balharshah sta-
tionswith2bananas,1packetof
biscuit, 2 water bottles in
Badhneraat08.50hrsandameal
of vegetable pulao, pickle and a
bottle of water in Balharshah at
13.00 hrs. The train arrived in

Warangalat16.30hrs...
“The Western Railway has

henceforth taken thedecision to
furtherstrengthensecurityatvar-
ious stations and to increaseRPF
presenceonplatforms.Fromnow
on, foodwill be distributed by
IRCTCcateringcontractorstaffun-
derwatchfuleyesofRPFandTTEs.
“While it is appreciated that

migrantpassengersontrainsare
returninghomeafterlongperiod
of lockdown, it must also be
madeclearthatindisciplineand
unruly behaviour by such pas-
sengers cannot be ignored...
Manywill be deprived of food
items if all the food items are
snatchedbyfewpersonsrushing
outof thetrainsimmediatelyon
arrivalof thetrain.”

The IndianExpress replies

Thereportisthefirst-personac-
count of a passengerwho trav-
elledonaShramikSpecial from
UdhnainGujarattoWarangalin
Telangana onMay 23-24. The
costmentionedontheticket, as
the statement says,was indeed
Rs520but thepassengerhadto
payRs700.Thereportalsomen-
tions that authorities served
foodto thepassengers.
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ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,MAY29

AS MANY as 206 healthcare
workers from the All India
InstituteofMedicalSciences(AI-
IMS) have tested positive for
Covid-19 over the last two
months,with11testingpositive
onFridayand62inthelastthree
days. These include two faculty
members, 10 resident doctors,
26nurses, fivemessworkers,49
hospital attendants, 34 sanita-
tion workers, nine technicians
and69securityguards.

Thecountry’stopmedicalin-
stitute has a manpower of
20,000 people, which includes
administration, faculty,doctors,
nurses, paramedics, as well as
outsourcedworkers.
Accordingtohospitalauthor-

ities,over150haverecoveredand
joinedwork.“Healthcareworkers
started to test positive from the
secondweekofMarch.Onanav-
erage,over100healthcarework-
ers are tested regularly, out of
which around10-12 are turning
out to bepositive.Noneof them
havecontractedthediseasefrom
theinstitute,”saidDrDKSharma,

AIIMSmedicalsuperintendent.
AIIMS is among six govern-

ment hospitals designated to
treatCovid-19patientsinthena-
tional capital,with635patients
admitted to its two facilities —
the JPN Trauma Centre in Delhi
andthehospital in Jhajjar.
Earlier thisweek, a 48-year-

oldsanitationsupervisordeputed
at theOPDdiedof thevirus. Last
week, amessworker posted in
the RPC canteenhad reportedly
succumbedtothedisease.
Theresidentdoctors’ associ-

ation (RDA) of the institute had
alleged N95masks provided at

AIIMS do notmeet safety stan-
dardssuggestedbytheMinistry
ofHealthandFamilyWelfare.
“SinceMarchwehave been

writingandfightingfor improv-
ing safety of hostel premises,
sanitation,provisionof stayand
properquarantineprotocol,and
adequatetesting—butwithout
satisfactory response. Even is-
sues about quality of N95
masks and other components
ofPPEhavenotbeenaddressed.
If this continues, we will be
short of healthcare workers to
treat patients,” Dr Srinivas
Rajkumar T, general secretary,

RDA, AIIMS, had said. Dr
Rajkumar was expelled from
theRDA later in theday.
Respondingtotheallegations,

Dr Sharma said: “Not just N95
masks, but all PPE items, right
fromheadtotoe,havebeenpro-
curedandprovidedtoallinsuffi-
cientquantity.Testingandhospi-
talisation facility is alsoavailable
in abundance. Very fewof them
havebeenhospitalised.Wehave
givenenoughitemstoourhealth-
careworkersinallCovidandsus-
pectedCovidareasandthereisno
chanceofthemcatchinganinfec-
tion while working, provided

he/sheusesthePPEproperlyand
isnotcarelessabout it.”
“We are procuring the best

quality N95masks and have a
committee with seven-eight
memberswhoevaluatesamples
properly.Oncetheproductisrec-
ommended, only then does the
institutepurchaseit.Intheinitial
phase, due to shortage and un-
availabilityofsafetygear,wehad
toprocureitfromdifferentfirms
andsomeindividualsmighthave
facedissues.Butnow,sincethere
isnoshortage,wearegettingthe
best quality safety gear for our
staff,”headded.

At AIIMS, 206 cases among healthcare
workers but most have recovered

COVIDCASESOVERPASTTWOMONTHS Undisposed bodies in
hospital: Govt points
to sudden spike
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY29

THE DELHI government Friday
submitted in the Delhi High
Courtthatundisposedbodiesof
thosewhodiedof Covid-19 ina
hospital was due to a “sudden
spike in cases and related
deaths” in thenational capital.
Delhi government’s

Additional Standing Counsel
SanjoyGhosecontendedbefore
theHighCourtthattheissuewas
alsotheresultofunavoidablecir-
cumstances, likeworkers at the
crematoriumrefusingtohandle
the bodies. He also flagged that
suchasituationaroseduetoare-
duced capacity at Nigambodh
Ghat to handle bodies on ac-
countof snags in furnaces.
TheDelhigovernmentmade

its submission before a bench
headed by Chief Justice D N
Patel, which was hearing a PIL
initiatedon itsownafter taking
cognizanceofanewsreportthat
insidetheCovid-19mortuaryof
Lok Nayak Hospital, there are
108bodies—all80storageracks
are full and there are 28 bodies
onthefloor,piledontopofeach
other.
A different bench Thursday

had ordered registering the is-
sue as a PIL and listed it before
the Chief Justice’s bench for is-
suanceof requisitedirections.
Ghose also apprised the

benchthat“relatives (of thede-
ceased) were refusing to come
forward to claimthebodies”.
TheDelhigovernmentcoun-

sel submitted that urgent steps
weretakentoremedythesitua-
tion, including“LokNayakbeing
authorised to divert bodies to
crematoriums at Panchkuian
Road and Punjabi Bagh, as op-
posed to only Nigambodh
Ghat”.
“Wood-based cremation of

bodies by traditionalmethod is
alsoallowed, inadditiontoelec-
tric and CNG furnaces. PPE kits
forallworkers,aswellas forthe
deadbodies.Extensionofwork-
inghoursofcrematoriums7am
to10pm(asopposedto9amto
4pm),”hesubmitted.Thecoun-
sel further informed the court
thatfinalritesof29bodieswere
carriedout asofMay28.
“Only those bodies will be

retained where post-
mortem/investigationsaretobe
carried out,” he submitted, and
assured the High Court that all
steps are being taken to avoid
such circumstances in the fu-
ture.
ThebenchdirectedtheDelhi

government and the threemu-
nicipalcorporationstofileasta-
tusreportbeforeJune2,whenit
willbetakenupforfurtherhear-
ing. The counsel for the MCDs
maintainedthatadequatesteps
arebeing taken in this regard.
The court had also taken

note of a news report that on
May 26, eight bodies were re-
turnedfromNigambodhGhat’s
CNG crematorium because
the facilitywasnot inaposition
to accept more bodies as only
two of the six furnaces were
working.

TESTING TIME
Healthcarestaff atAIIMSwait in linetoget testedforcoronavirusat thehospital, Friday.PraveenKhanna

Checking stepped
up, traffic snarls
at Gurgaon border
SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,MAY29

A DAY after Haryana Home
Minister Anil Vij directed that
main as well as interior roads
connectingGurgaon,Faridabad,
Sonepat and Jhajjar to Delhi be
sealed following a spike in
Covid-19 cases, theExpressway
sawmassive congestion Friday
morning as police stepped up
vigilance and checkedpasses of
everyoneentering thecity.
“Norms are the same as be-

fore, only vigilancehasbeen in-
creased.InlinewithMHAguide-
lines anddirectionsof theDelhi
HighCourt, only those inessen-
tialservicesandmovementpass
holders are allowed cross-bor-
der movement,” said Gurgaon
PolicePROSubhashBoken.
Gurgaon crossed 500 cases

Friday, with 115 more people
testing positive — the highest
single-day increase.
Over the past few weeks,

GurgaonPolice hadbeen carry-
ingoutonlyrandomcheckingof
commuters during peak hours.
Following Vij’s directions, vigi-
lancewassteppedupFriday.
“Ihavebeenenteringthecity

using amovement pass the en-
tiremonthbutwasnot stopped
forchecking.Today, Ihadtowait

an hour before Iwas allowed to
cross,”saidanemployeeofapri-
vate company in Udyog Vihar,
whodidnotwant tobenamed.
Meanwhile, severalworkers

on foot alleged theywere being
deniedentry.“Wewerestopped
butpeopleincarsandonmotor-
cycles were not. We need the
moneymore,ourday-to-dayba-
sic expenses are not beingmet,
andyetwe face this treatment,”
saidSatishKumar,whoworksat
a garment factory in Udyog
Viharand lives inKapashera.
“Somedayswemanage, but

most days,we are denied entry.
Our employers say wewill be
paid if we go towork, police do
notletusgo,passesarenotbeing
issued,whatdowedo?”hesaid.
Police,however,deniedtheal-

legations.“Entryisbeingallowed
for anyone with movement
passes or is in essential services,
regardlessoftheirmodeoftrans-
portation.Without passes, we
cannotallowentry,”saidBoken.
If cases continue to rise in

Gurgaon, Faridabad, Sonepat
andJhajjar,themostaffecteddis-
tricts may once again be de-
clared as “red zones”. Haryana
has sent teams headed by
Additional Chief Secretary
(Health) Rajiv Arora tomonitor
the four districts and submit a
detailed report toVij.

Tremors in Delhi;
seventh since April 12

3 DU students move HC
against open-book exam
New Delhi: Three DU students
fromtheChunaBhattislumarea
have filedapetition in theDelhi
HighCourt,challengingthevar-
sity’sdecisiontoconductonline
open-bookexaminations (OBE)
for its final-year students.
Thepetitionfiledonbehalfof

Abhishek,SharanjeetKumarand
Deepak—fromKiroriMalCollege,
AryabhattaCollegeandSchoolof
Open Learning respectively —
referstounequalopportunitiesin
the proposed exam mode. It
points to howdifference in cir-
cumstances,withregardtohome
environments, access to devices

and internet connectivity fordif-
ferentstudents, couldaffecthow
theywouldappearfortheexam.
Onavailabilityoftoolstowrite

a remote exam, it says “... smart-
phones, laptops, computers,
printers and scanners and their
qualitywillgiveunfairadvantage
toeconomicallywell-offstudents
whohavethesefacilities,ascom-
paredtostudentswhoarepoorer
anddon’thavethesegadgets...”
The petitioners asked that

DUbedirected towithdrawthe
examnotification.DU’s counsel
sought time to file a reply. The
matterwill beon June18.ENS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY29

TREMORSWEREfelt inDelhion
Friday evening after an earth-
quake of 4.5magnitude struck
near Rohtak in Haryana, which
is about 65 kilometres from the
national capital.
According to the National

CentreforSeismology(NCS),the
earthquakeoccurredat9.08pm
withadepthof 5kilometres.
This was the seventh earth-

quaketohavebeenfeltinthena-
tional capital since April 12 this
year, asperdata fromtheNCS.
Friday’s earthquake had a

higher magnitude than those
recorded previously since April
12 in and around Delhi, with a
rangeof between3.5and2.
As per NCS officials, earth-

quakesof lessthan5magnitude
and higher depth range are un-
likely to cause large-scale dam-
age, unless in case of weak
or compromised structures.
Earthquakeswithshorterdepth
range and higher magnitudes
arepronetocausemoredamage.
Delhi lies on Zone IV of the

seismicmapof India.Asper the
NCS, Zones IV and V have high
probability of earthquakes that
canbedestructiveorworse.
The last earthquake was

recordedonMay15,whichhad
amagnitude of 2.2, near North
Delhi’sGTBNagar.

SUV belonging
to Gambhir’s
father stolen
NewDelhi:AnSUVbelonging to
the father East Delhi BJP MP
GautamGambhirwasstolenfrom
outside their Rajendra Nagar
Thursday.“DeepakGambhirsaid
onWednesday, around3.30pm,
hiswhiteFortunerwasparkedin
front of the house. However, on
Thursdaymorning, itwas found
missing,” said DCP (Central)
SanjayBhatia.MPGambhir said
an FIRhas been filed, andpolice
told him theyhave launched an
operationtoretrievethecar.
Sources said personnel de-

ployed at the house were not
present at the time of the inci-
dent. However, DCP Bhatia de-
nied theallegations.ENS

Theearthquake,witha
4.5magnitude, struck
nearRohtakinHaryana

New Delhi
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THE DEAN of the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Institute of Medical
SciencesatRamManoharLohia
Hospital, Dr Rajeev Sood, has
been admitted to Max Smart
Super Speciality Hospital. He
testedpositiveforCovidonMay
24 andhadbeen in home isola-
tionsince then.
On Friday evening, his

daughterreachedouttothegen-
eralpubliconsocialmediaseek-
ing a donor for plasma therapy.
Thehospitalwherehe is admit-
ted is among seven in Delhi
whichhave been givenpermis-

siontorunclinical trialsoncon-
valescent plasma therapy. The
familylaterfoundadonoratthe
hospital.
RMLhospital,whichhasalso

receivedpermission to start the
clinical trial on plasma therapy,
hasn't initiated theprocessyet.
DrSoodwaslookingafterthe

management of Covid man-
poweratthehospital,whichhas
beenfunctioningasadesignated
hospital to tackle the disease.
Over 30 healthcare workers
from the hospital have tested
positive for thediseaseso far.
According to the sources, Dr

Sood had fever andmild upper
respiratoryinfectionafterwhich
hegothimself tested.
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GOVT LAUNCHES AWARENESS ON LOCUST ATTACK PREVENTION TECHNIQUES

Farmers recall a locust attack which left ‘nothing but straw on ground’

Challenge to plasma therapy:
Getting donors to come forward
ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,MAY29

AMONTH after the Delhi gov-
ernmentreceivedpermissionto
start clinical trials for convales-
cent plasma therapy on Covid-
19 patients, getting donors to
come forward remains a chal-
lenge.
According to sources, over

440 people were contacted by
theDelhigovernmenttodonate
plasma, out ofwhicharound15
agreed.Asmanyas7,264people
have recovered/migrated/been
discharged fromhospitals as of
May27.
In Delhi, seven institutes --

All India Institute of Medical
Sciences(AIIMS);MaulanaAzad
Medical College (MAMC) in co-
ordinationwithInstituteofLiver
and Biliary Sciences (ILBS);
Indraprastha Apollo Hospital;

Batra Hospital; Lady Hardinge
Medical College; RamManohar
Lohia (RML) Hospital; andMax
Hospital Saket -- have been ap-
proved to participate in the tri-
als,andhavebeentryinghardto
motivate patientswho have re-
covered todonateplasma.
The Delhi government-run

Lok Nayak Hospital has com-
pleted the first phase of clinical
trials on 20 Covid-19 patients.
Thosewho have recovered and
beendischargedfromthehospi-
tal are being counselled by ex-
perts and, if they agree, are re-
ferred to ILBS for donating
plasma. Once the plasma is do-
nated, it is sent to Lok Nayak to
beadministered topatients.
"There is a need for aware-

ness among people. We are
counsellingthematthehospital
duringdischarge,manyagreeto
donatetheirplasmaaswell.But
whentheyreachhome,afterdis-

cussingitwiththefamilymem-
bers, their decision changes.
There is still a stigma among
people regarding the therapy.
Fearfulof catching the infection
again,manyof themdon'twant
to visit hospitals," said a senior
doctor fromLokNayak.
Arightdonor,asperthecrite-

ria, isahealthypersonintheage
groupof18-60yearswithnoco-
morbidities. The donor should
have crossed threeweeks after
recoveryandtestednegativefor
Covid-19 twice.
According to sources, of the

440 people contacted, most
were unfit for donation due to
their age or underlyingmedical
conditions, while some refused
todonatecitingvariousreasons.
"Many donors have condi-

tionslikediabetes,hypertension
and are not fit to be donors.
Thosewho are above the age of
50havemanyillnessesandcan't

donate plasma.Many still have
post-illness trauma and are not
comfortable.Similarly,pregnant
patientsarenotfittobedonors,"
said a senior official from the
healthdepartment.
Askedaboutthetherapy,DrS

K Sarin, head of ILBS, said, "It is
notapprovedforroutineuseyet.
Let thegovernment takeadeci-
sionon it."
AtAIIMSJhajjar,wheremany

patientswithmild andmoder-
ate symptoms are admitted,
therehavebeenaroundfour-five
plasmadonations. "Wearemo-
tivatingpeopletodonateplasma
but not many are coming for-
ward in the trial," said Dr
SushmaBhatnagar,chairperson
ofCovid-19servicesattheJhajjar
hospital.
MaxHospital,Sakethadused

the therapy on two patients in
April.While one died, the other
hasshownimprovement.Sofar,

20 patients at the hospital have
beenadministered the therapy.
OnApril16,theDelhigovern-

ment received a go-ahead from
ICMR to use plasma therapy,
with Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwalappealingtothosewho
haverecoveredtocomeforward
anddonateplasma.
TheUnionMinistryofHealth

andFamilyWelfarehas said the
therapy is not approved treat-
ment and is among several op-
tionsbeingexplored.
Plasma therapy uses anti-

bodiesfoundinthebloodofpeo-
plewhohaverecoveredfromthe
infection (or convalesced) to
treat patientswho are infected.
In this therapy, blood is drawn
from a person who has recov-
ered from the disease, and the
serumisseparatedandscreened
for virus-neutralising antibod-
ies.Thetherapyisyettobeginat
theother fourhospitals.

Cases up over
past 10 days, so
is positivity rate

THE EMPTY OUTDOORS
AneveningwalkeratLodhiGardenFriday.Anil Sharma

Juvenile
on the run
shot dead
in Jafrabad

31-yr-old cons
women on
dating apps

MONTHAFTERDELHIGOVTRECEIVEDNODTOSTARTTRIALS

SHIVAMPATEL
NEWDELHI,MAY29

SITTINGONa cot in his orchard
ofguavasinaNorthDelhivillage
and peelingmangoes on Friday
afternoon,83-year-oldPalleram
recalled a memory from his
youth. “The skyhad turned yel-
low suddenly that day many
yearsago,thatwashowbigtheir
swarmwas.Therewasabuzzing
soundand these big insects (lo-
custs) descended on ourwheat
crops.Our fieldsbecamebarren
overnight…nothing but straws
sticking out of the ground re-

mained the next day,” said the
resident of Daryapur Kalan vil-
lage.
While Palleram doesn’t re-

membertheexactyearofthein-
cident, an account byDelhi his-
torian R V Smithmentions the
year1944asthetimewhenone
of the biggest locust invasions
took place in the city in recent
history.
Palleramsaidthatatthetime

of the invasion, while everyone
hadrushed to takecover, he ran
into his fields with a bedsheet,
swingingitaroundtodistractthe
swarm,but invain.
“They only went after soft

leaves,of jowar,wheatandother
crops.Myorchardwouldbesafe
if they come around again be-
cause the leaves are thicker,” he
said.
Thepossibilityof a locustat-

tack in the national capital has
promptedtheDelhigovernment
to launch an awareness pro-
gramme for farmers and the
general public on prevention
techniques tobeused.
On Friday, officials from the

agricultureunitof thestategov-
ernment’sdevelopmentdepart-
mentheldonesuchprogramme
with farmersofDaryapurKalan
and itsadjoiningvillages.

However,thecentralgovern-
ment’s Locust Warning
Organisation (LWO) Friday said
thepossibilityofanattackislow
becausethewinddirectionover
Delhi is unfavourable for trans-
port of active swarms in
Rajasthan.
Deputy director of LWO, K L

Gurjar, told The Indian Express,
“Anattackisunlikelyatpresent.
TheswarmsinRajasthanwould
remain there fornow.”
Farmers in Daryapur Kalan

said theywould buy chemicals
tosprayonlocusts incaseanat-
tack is confirmed.
JaypalSehrawat(48),cutting

his jowarcroptobeusedas fod-
der for his cattle, said: “Most
fields are empty right now be-
cause thewheat crop has been
harvestedandtheground isbe-
ingpreparedforthenextcrop. If
the swarms attack, the damage
would be to the jowar, which
would be wiped out com-
pletely.”
Farmers also said an attack

cancausethemfurtherfinancial
suffering, as the coronavirus
lockdown has alreadymade a

dent in theirpockets.
DeepakRohila’s farmhassix

bighas of land covered with
sprawling tomato plants, with
rotting tomatoes stuck to the
vine. The 40-year-old said, “We
triedtosellwhatwecouldtores-
idents here as there were no
buyers at AzadpurMandi. I in-
vested Rs 4,000 to transport
these tomatoes there but only
madeRs1,500 insales. Theyare
rottingbecausewecan’tdoany-
thingwith them. I will have to
spend more money to buy
chemicals for the locusts now,
otherwisethefarmwouldbede-
stroyed.”

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI,MAY29

BETWEENMAY16andMay26,
when the city clockedover 500
Covidcasesonanaverageevery
day, thepositivity rate—that is,
for all tests conducted, how
many are positive for coron-
avirus—wasover13%.
Data shared by the Health

Departmentincompliancewith
aMay 4DelhiHigh Court order
shows that during this period,
42,280samplesweretested,out
ofwhich5,570werepositive–a
positivity rateof 13.17%.
Of the 17,387 coronavirus

cases in the capital, more than
39%havebeenreportedoverthe
last10days.
The city's overall positivity

rate is 8.7%with theauthorities
havingcarriedout1,99,626tests
until May 29, out of which
17,386were foundpositive.
The country's positivity rate

stands at 4.75% — 34,83,838
samples were tested of which
1,65,799arepositive.
With the highest number of

cases in the country,
Maharashtra's positivity rate is
13.7%, as per consolidated data
tillMay29.Maharashtrahascon-
ducted 4,34,565 tests so far and
found59,546confirmedcases.

Gujarat, having conducted
1.98lakhtests,hasfound15,572
positivecasestillMay28,clock-
ing a positivity rate of 7.8%.
However, seen against the
state'stotalpopulation,thestate
lags behind Delhi in terms of
testing.
Thenationalcapitalhastested

9,507peoplepermillionpopula-
tion, as per theMay 28 bulletin.
Delhi is among the states con-
ductingthemostnumberoftests
ppm(peoplepermillion).
Tamil Nadu, meanwhile,

tested4,55,216samplestillMay
28andrecorded19,372cases—
apositivity rateof 4.2%.
Under the latestguidelinesof

theCentre, throatornasal swabs
fortestingaretakenfrompersons
showing symptoms of ILI (in-
fluenza-likeillnesses)withhistory
of international travel in the last
14days,orhavingcontacthistory
withlaboratoryconfirmedcases.
Those within containment

zones showing ILI symptoms
are to be tested regardless of
travel or contact history. All ILI
symptomatic healthcarework-
ers and frontline workers in-
volvedincontainmentandmit-
igation of Covid-19 are also
eligiblefortesting.EverySevere
Acute Respiratory Infection
(SARI) patient is also expected
tobe tested.

New Delhi: Inspired by
Bollywoodmovie Kabir Singh, a
31-year-oldmanallegedlyposed
asanorthopaedicsurgeonto“at-
tractwomen” on dating apps—
only to then extortmoney from
themusingtheirprivatephotos.
Police said the accused,

AnandKumar, and an associate,
whose bank account was used
for the transactions, were ar-
rested Friday. Kumar has al-
legedly conned at least five
women.
DCP (CyberCell)AnyeshRoy

saidKumar,whoownsanevent
managementfirminGhaziabad,
created fake profiles on dating
apps. “He targetedwomenwho
hethoughtwererich,”saidRoy.
The con came to light after a

doctor, who gave Rs 30,000 to
Kumar, filed a complaint. Police
saidhehadbeenrunningtheop-
erationforninemonths.ENS

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI,MAY29

ADELHIcourthasgrantedbailto
24-year-old Jamia student Asif
IqbalTanhainacaserelatedtovi-
olence in Jamia Nagar in
Decemberlastyear.
Tanha was arrested by the

Crime Branch onMay 17 for al-
legedly instigating a crowd in
JamiaNagaronDecember15,fol-
lowingwhichviolenceeruptedin
the area. Police have claimedhe
wasamongthosewhoorganised
an anti-CAAprotest in the area,
andhisnamewasmentioned in
an FIR registered at JamiaNagar
policestationonDecember15.
Additional Sessions Judge

GauravRaograntedbailtoTanha
on Thursday, noting the "clean
antecedents of the accused, on
the groundof parity.... andmost
importantly considering the sit-
uationarisingoutofCovid-19".

The court granted bail to
Tanhaonfurnishingbailbondsof
Rs25,000withonesuretyof the
like amount. Tanhahas beendi-
rected"nottoindulgeinanyvio-
lence" and "act like a good/re-
sponsiblecitizenaswellasabide
bythelawoftheland”.Tanhawas
represented by lawyers Trideep
Pais and Sowjhanya Shankaran.
As per the order, his counsel ar-
guedbeforethecourtthathewas
falselyimplicatedinthecaseand
his arrest was "illegal, punitive
andunjustified”.
Thecourtlookedattheinves-

tigatingofficer’sreplyand noted
thatoutofthe10personsaccused
in the case, eight are onbail, fol-
lowingwhich itdecidedtogrant
bailconsideringonthegroundof
parity.Tanhaisalsobeinginvesti-
gated in aUAPA case in connec-
tionwiththeFebruaryNortheast
Delhiriots.Hehasbeensenttoju-
dicialcustodyuntilJune25inthat
case.

JayapalSehrawatwithhis
harvestFriday. ShivamPatel

New Delhi: The Delhi Police
SpecialCellFridayarrestedPinjra
TodfounderNatashaNarwal(32)
under the stringent Unlawful
Activities(Prevention)Actforal-
leged conspiracy in connection
withtheriotsinNortheastDelhi.
OnThursday,theDelhicourthad
sent two members of the
women’s student organisation,
Narwal and Devangana Kalita
(30),tojudicialcustodyuntilJune
11. In his order, DutyMagistrate
Kapil Kumar wrote,
“Investigation is pending.
Groundsof arrest havebeenex-
amined. There were sufficient
groundsforarrestoftheaccused
persons.Keepinginviewthena-
tureoftheseallegations,accused
personsareremandedtojudicial
custody.”NarwalandKalitawere
arrestedonMay24inconnection
with their alleged role in the
February anti-CAA Jafrabad sit-
inprotest.ENS

Jamia student granted
bail in December case

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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A17-YEAR-OLDyouth,who fled
from an observation home in
Delhi Gate area lastmonth,was
shot dead allegedly by twopeo-
ple. The assailants later opened
fireandinjuredhisfriendaswell.
Bothincidentstookplace30min-
utes apart in Northeast Delhi's
Jafrabad andNewUsmanpur 30
onThursday.Abeatconstablear-
rested one of the accused from
thespot.
Accordingtopolice, thejuve-

nilewas apprehended last year
for allegedly killing criminal
Abdul Nasir's associateMehfuz
KhanatagraveyardinWelcome.
Afterhegotoutonbail,hewasap-
prehended again on charges of
robbery.
"Hewassenttoacorrectional

home.OnApril23,he,alongwith
10 other juveniles, fled from an
observation home inDelhi Gate
areaafterallegedly injuringase-
curity guard and three police-
men,"saidaseniorpoliceofficer.
On Thursday, the youthwas

sittinginBrahmpuriwhentheas-
sailants got into a heated argu-
mentwith him. "Minutes later,
theywhipped out their pistols
andshothim.Theyescapedfrom
the spot and came to New
Usmanpur,where they opened
fireatthejuvenile'sfriend,Mirkar
Hasan,who sustained bullet in-
juries to his shoulder. The as-
sailants tried to flee once again
butoneof them,BharatSharma,
was arrested by beat constable
Anju,"saidanofficer.
Policehaveidentifiedthesec-

ondaccused, Saif, andareonthe
lookoutforhim.
DCP (Northeast)VedPrakash

Surya said both victims were
rushedtoanearbyhospitalwhere
the juvenile,who sustained four
bulletinjuries,wasdeclareddead
onarrival."Themurderedyouth's
associateshadascufflewithSaif's
brotherinMandoliJail.Thursday's
attackwastoexactrevenge,"said
anofficer.

Pinjra Tod
founder held
under UAPA

RML institute dean
admitted to Max

Armed men rob staff
at hospital of Rs 1,500
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY29

AT LEAST two armed assailants
allegedly robbed a private hos-
pital stafferof Rs1,500 fromthe
hospitalreceptioninNorthwest
Delhi early Thursdaymorning.
CCTV footage of the incident
showsthetwomen,withpistols
in their hands and their faces
coveredwithcloth,talkingtothe
staffer.
No FIR has been filed in the

matter so far. "We have not re-
ceivedacomplaintfromthepri-
vate hospital yet,” said DCP
(Northwest)VijayantaArya.
The incident took place at

Mahindra Park, and a police of-
ficersaidthatthehospital"isnot
interestedinfilingacomplaint".
However, theofficer added that
since the video has been ac-
cessed,attemptswillbemadeto

trace theaccused.
In the video, the staffer is

holding what appears to be
somecurrencynotesinhishand,
and can be seen opening draw-
ers. There is a fourth person in
thevideotoo,who'snotwearing
amaskoraclotharoundhisface,
and isyetunidentified.

Manbookedfor
evictingCovid
positivetenant
Gurgaon:AnFIRhasbeen
lodgedagainsta landlord
inGurgaon’s Chakkarpur
village for allegedly forc-
ing his coronavirus posi-
tive-tenant to vacate the
premises, after he was
alertedtohishavingcon-
tracted the infection.
Police said the tenant got
the infection from his
nephew,whowas resid-
ing in the same building
ashim.

Gurgaon
hospitalgets
showcause
Gurgaon:Aday after the
Gurgaon districtmagis-
trate issued showcause
noticestotwoprivatehos-
pitals in the city for al-
legedly refusing to treat
Covid-19patients, a simi-
lar noticewas sent toW
Pratiksha hospital Friday
afternoon. DM Amit
Khatri stated thehospital
“failedtocomplywiththe
order stating that private
hospitals/nursinghomes
inthedistrictshallnotre-
fusepatientsapproaching
them for treatment of
Covid-19 infection and
othercriticalservices,”and
ordered it to showcause
within one day. Hospital
officialsclaimedtheyhad
notturnedawayanyCovid
patient.

Northbody
mayorgets
tested
New Delhi: North civic
bodymayor AvatarSingh
got himself tested for
Covid-19 and has gone
intohomequarantine,af-
ter a staffer in his team
testedpositive. Singhsaid
hegothimselftestedwith
twentyothers,whowere
in touchwith himwhile
distributingfoodatdiffer-
entplaces.

Starssupport
DelhiBJP’spad
distribution
NewDelhi: Eminent per-
sonalities,includingHindi
filmactorsAkshayKumar
and Sonu Sood, pledged
their support for Delhi
BJP’s ‘Mission Anivarya’
whichisaimedatfreedis-
tributionof sanitarypads
among underprivileged
duringtheCovidcrisis.

Manshotdead
NewDelhi:A35-year-old
man was shot dead al-
legedlybyfourassailants
in Gurgaon’s Jyoti Park
Friday afternoon, with
police saying he sus-
tained “over 20” bullet
wounds in the incident.

Freelance
journalistshot
NewDelhi:A32-year-old
freelance journalist was
shot dead allegedly by
twounidentifiedmen in
NortheastDelhiThursday,
policesaid.ENS

BRIEFLY

CCTV grabof the incident

New Delhi
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ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE
(WALK-IN-INTERVIEW)

Online applications are invited on short notice, on first come first serve basis, for the posts of
House Officers/Junior Residents (MBBS) for various specialties at Govt. Medical College
Doda, on following terms and conditions:-

That an applicant should produce:

1. Date of Birth certificate. 2. MBBS Certificate.

3. Attempt Certificate. 4. Internship completion Certificate.

5. MCI/State Med Council certificate. 6. Merit Certificate if any.

7. Certificate of extra co-curricular activities/sports if any issued by the competent authority.

8. Affidavit of character and antecedents.

The above mentioned certificates along with applications should be mailed to the under-
signed on principalgmcdoda@gmail.com on or before 2nd of June 2020. The orders shall be
issued on 3rd June 2020, as per requirement. Selected candidates shall have to join within
seven (7) days of issuing of orders. Any candidate who is quarantined on arrival at Doda for
joining, that period shall be counted on duty.

ALL APPLICANTS SHOULD MENTION THEIR MOBILE TELEPHONE NUMBERS.

(Dr. Tariq Parvez Azad)
Principal

No./GMCD/Adm/2020
Dated: 27.05.2020
DIPK-NB-414

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI,MAY29

OVER 17 crore beneficiaries
across thecountryareyet toget
theirquotaofadditional5kgfree
foodgrain under the PMGarib
Kalyan Ann Yojana (PMGKAY)
forthemonthofMay,according
todataavailablewith theUnion
Ministry of Consumer Affairs,
FoodandPublicDistribution.
The data shows that as on

May28,grainshavebeendistrib-
utedtomorethan62crorepeo-
ple, or 78 per cent beneficiaries
underPMGKAY.
Theschemeinvolvesprovid-

ingadditional5kgfoodgrainfree
to 80 crore NFSA beneficiaries,
over and above their monthly
entitlement.
PMGKAY is one of themain

components of the Centre’s
Rs1.70 lakhcrorepackageunder
thePradhanMantriGaribKalyan
Yojanaforthepoorto“helpthem
fight against coronavirus”. Itwas
announcedby FinanceMinister
NirmalaSitharamanonMarch26.
OnFriday,UnionMinister for

ConsumerAffairs,FoodandPublic
Distribution RamVilas Paswan
saidwhileotherstatesandUnion
Territorieshavecarriedoutdistri-
bution, either fully or partially,
Delhi andWestBengal are yet to
distributetheirshareforMay.
Addressingthemediaonline,

beforethefirstanniversaryofthe
second term of the Narendra
Modi government, Paswan said,
“DelhiandWestBengalhavedis-
tributedApril’squotaoffoodgrain
under PMGKAY. Delhi achieved

96per cent distribution inApril,
whileWestBengalnotched93per
cent.However,thetwostateshave
achieved zero (distribution) for
themonthofMay.”
Paswan said he haswritten

toandspokenwiththeministers
concernedinbothstatesandre-
quested them to ensure timely
distribution.
Theminister said only four

states—Arunachal Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Goa and
Nagaland—havedistributedfree
foodgrain under the scheme to
all beneficiaries forMay. Over a
dozen states/UTs—Andhra
Pradesh, Assam, Telangana,
Tripura, Uttarakhand, Jammu
and Kashmir, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Meghalaya, Odisha,
and Rajasthan among them—
havecompletedover90percent
distribution of the month's
quota.
The government had an-

nouncedamonthlyquotaof free
5-kg foodgrain per individual
and1kgpulsesperfamilyunder
PMGKAYforNFSAbeneficiaries
forApril,Mayand June.
According to theministry’s

data, free foodgrainwas distrib-
utedto73.47crore—or92percent
beneficiaries—underPMGKAYin
April,meaningtheycouldnotbe
giventonearly7crorebeneficiar-
iesevenlastmonth.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY29

THECONGRESShashitoutatthe
Centreafterdatareleasedbythe
CentralStatisticsOfficeonFriday
revealed that India’s gross do-
mesticproductgrewbyaslower
paceof3.1percent inthefourth
quarter of 2019-20. Congress
leader and former financemin-
isterPChidambaramblamedthe
government’s economicman-
agementforthenewlowinGDP
growth.
“WehadforecastthatGDPfor

Q4willtouchanewlowatbelow
4percent.Ithasturnedouttobe
worseat3.1percent.Remember,
this is pre-lockdown. Of the 91
daysofQ4, lockdownapplied to
onlyto7days. It isa tellingcom-
mentaryon theeconomicman-
agementoftheBJPgovernment,”
Chidambaramtweeted.

His party demanded an ex-
planation fromthegovernment
regarding the slide in GDP
growth.
“Who is to be held account-

able for the continuous slide in
the economy since the last four
years?Wedemandthatthegov-
ernment give an explanation to
the nation about the failure of
the much-marketed Make in
India programme. The govern-
mentshouldalsoacceptthefail-
ure of demonetisation and the
faulty implementation of GST,”
Congress spokesperson Gourav
Vallabhsaid.
Saying that 3.1 per centwas

the lowest GDP growth rate in
thelast44quarters,theCongress
pointedtowhatitsaidweresev-
eralareasofconcern,particularly
themanufacturingsectorwhich
has contracted by 1.4 per cent,
indicatingthatdemandhascol-
lapsed in theeconomy.
“Manufacturing growth for

the financial year 2019-20 has
been zero per cent, indicating a
complete failure of theMake in
India programme. Factory out-
put (IIP) contracted by 16 per
cent,indicatingasignificantpain
intheMSME(MinistryofMicro,
SmallandMediumEnterprises)
sector as well as cause for high
unemployment. Industry
Growth at -0.6 per cent
(Q4FY20) clearly indicates that
thepaincontinuesontheunem-
ployment front in Q4 of FY20,”
Vallabhsaid.
“Services falls to4.4percent

(Q4FY20) from 5.7 per cent

(Q3FY20)... Construction sector
at -2.2per cent clearly indicates
high unemployment in themi-
grant labour segment pre
COVID19,”headded.
The Congress said that de-

spite a continuous slide in GDP
growth,thegovernmenthasnei-
ther accepted themistakes nor
has it come out with any con-
crete solution.
“Further, there is no indica-

tion of any action to spur de-
mand, and instead, the govern-
ment has started a course of
pushing the entire country into
deepdebtthroughitsfaultyand
loftyclaimsofstimuluspackage
to counter COVID-19.With to-
day’s numbers… it is clearly
proven that even before coron-
avirus cases started to surge in
our country, the economywas
strugglingthroughaprolonged
economic slowdown,” he
added.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY29

AMIDTHEtensionbetweenIndia
and China along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in east
Ladakh, the first phase of the
Armyleadership’sbiannualcon-
ferencecametoacloseonFriday.
Thethree-dayconferencebegan
with seven Army commanders
andPrincipalStaffOfficersbeing
briefed about the situation in
easternLadakhandotheraspects
ofnational security.
The conference was to be

heldinAprilbutwasdelayeddue
to the Covid-19 pandemic and
thelockdown.Thesecondphase
of theconferencewill takeplace
inJune-end.Whilethisphasefo-
cused on human resources and
logistical issues, the second

phasewillseedetailedpresenta-
tions foreachArmycommand.
TheArmysaidinastatement

on Friday that “over three days,
the Indian Army’s apex leader-
shipdeliberateduponvariousas-
pects related to existing andde-
veloping security challenges”. It
said “human resourcemanage-
ment issues, studies pertaining
to ammunitionmanagement,
mergerofco-locatedtraininges-
tablishments and merger of
Military Training Directorate
with HQ Army Training
Commandwerealsodiscussed”.
The second phase is sched-

uled to be held from June 24 to
June27.WhileDefenceMinister
RajnathSinghdidnotattendthe
first phase, he and Chief of
Defence Staff General Bipin
Rawat are likely to address the
conference in June.

Chandigarh: Union Minister
HarsimratKaurBadal,inaletter
toUnionAgricultureMinister
Narendra Singh Tomar on
Friday,calledforaCBIprobeinto
anallegedseedscaminPunjab.
Advocating the need to safe-
guard farmers’ interest, Badal
saidthoseplayingwiththelives
of farmers should be stopped.
“Farmers are claiming that
scamstersenjoypoliticalpatron-
ageandthatiswhythepoliceis
notconductingfurtherseizures
of spuriousseedormakingany
arrestsinthecase,”shesaid.PTI

Remember,
this ispre-
lockdown:
Chidambaram

FoodMinister
RamVilas
Paswan

‘Telling commentaryon BJP management’:
Cong hits out after dip in GDP growth rate

China-India border tension
discussed at Army meet

Harsimrat seeks
CBI probe into
Punjab ‘seed scam’

Dated: 29-05-2020

GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
AGRICULTURE & COOPERATION

(AGRI.III) DEPARTMENT

Sd/- Poonam Malakondaiah, I.A.S.,
Special Chief Secretary to Government,
Agriculture and Cooperation Department

DIPR No.85pp/CL/ADVT/1/1/2020-21 Dt:29.05.2020

NOTIFICATION
Government of Andhra Pradesh invites applications for the post of

Vice-Chancellor, Acharya N.G. Ranga Agricultural University, Guntur for
placing before the search committee constituted vide G0.Ms.No.60, dated
28.05.2020 of Agriculture a Cooperation Department.

Persons of the highest level of competence, Integrity and institutional
commitment are to be appointed as Vice Chancellor. Persons with
distinguished academics with a minimum of 10 years of actual working
experience as professor in a University system in Agriculture Sciences
(Agriculture, Agricultural Engineering & Technology and Home Science) or
10 years of experience in equivalent position in a reputed research and / or
academic administration, may apply. The selection process will involve
both public notification talent search. Further details can be seen in
www.angrau.ac.in or www.apsche.org
Application with detailed bio-data highlighting achievements, academic

and administrative experience and prescribed proforma as annexed, may
be sent within 21 days from the date of notification by registered post to
the following address:- The Special Chief Secretary to Government (Agri),
Agriculture and Cooperation (Agri.III) Department, Room No.188,
“Ground Floor”, Building No.4, A.P. Secretariat, Velagapudi-522238.

Over 17 cr poor yet to
get month’s quota of
additional free grains

New Delhi
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Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
No. NIT/2020-21/1597-1606 Date: 29.05.2020

A»´fIYf»fe³f BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff-037/2020-21

d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f ´fdS¹fûªf³ffAûÔ ´fS ´f±fI S ½fÀfc»fe WZ°fb BÊ-MZd³OdSa¦f ´fidIi ¹ff ÀfZ Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d³fd½fQf¹fZÔ Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W` a:-

d³fd½fQf ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f Àf¸fÀ°f d½f½fS¯f E½fa ÀfaVfû²f³f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in °f±ff
http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS QZJf ªff ÀfI °ff W`Ü B¨LbI Àfa½fZQI ûÔ I û A´f³fZ dOdªfM»f WÀ°ffÃfS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS SdªfÀMOÊ I S½ff³ff Af½fV¹fI W`Ü

¸fWXf´fi¶fa²fIYY

IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f IbY»f AfSXdÃf°f SXfdVf (÷Y.)

Collection of Toll Tax (From Private Vehicles) on Jaipur- Jobner- Kuchaman- Nagaur Road.
UBN No. RRC1920WSOB00050

366.85 Lac

Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ I e A½fd²f dQ³ffaI 28.05.2020 ´fif°f: 09.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZ 03.06.2020 Àff¹fa 06.00 ¶fªfZ °fI

vvYYiiddkkyyhhuu bbZZ&&ffuuffoonnkk llwwppuukk
fuEufyf[kr fufonkvksa ds }kjk fuEuof.kZr dk;Z dks ckg~; ,tsUlh ds ek/;e ls djkus
gsrq vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk@ fufonk;sa vkeaf=r dh tkrh gS %&
vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk la-&02@fo-dk;Z'kkyk [ka-@esjB@dk;Z@2020&21 fo|qr
dk;Z'kkyk [k.M] esjB ds vUrxZr dk;Z”kkykvksa esa {kfrxzLr ifjorZdks dh ejEer ds
dk;Z gsrq miyC/k lkWfyM izsl cksMZ ls ostst (Wedges½ dks cuok;s tkus dk dk;ZA
¼fu-ew-&#- 1180-00 ¼th-,l-Vh-lfgr½] /kjksgj jkf”k&#-4000-00½]
vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk [kqyus dh fnukad %&15-06-2020
vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk gsrq okafNr /kjksgj jkf'k ,oa fufonk 'kqYd ¼18% th-,l-Vh-
lfgr½] ¼vizfrns;½ vkj-Vh-th-,l-@,u-bZ-,Q-Vh- ds ek/;e ls vf/k'kklh vfHk;Urk]
fo|qr dk;Z'kkyk [k.M] esjB ds uke ls lSUVªy cSad vkWQ bf.M;k dh tsy pq¡xh]
esjB fLFkr cSad 'kk[kk esa lapkfyr pkyw cSad [kkrk la- 1403900519 ¼IFSC Code
CBIN0282337½ esa tek djk;k tk;sxkA bZ&fufonk Hkkx&izFke esa djk;s x, vkj-
Vh-th-,l-@,u-bZ-,Q-Vh- dh is&bu&fLyi@jlhn ds lkFk] vU; lEcfU/kr izi=ksa]
isu dkMZ] th-,l-Vh- izek.k&i= bR;kfn dh LdSuM izfr;ksa ¼ pdf format½ rFkk
fufonk Hkkx&f}rh; ¼izkbZlfcM½ dks bZ&fufonk [kqyus dh frfFk dks 14%00 cts rd
www.etender.up.nic.in ij viyksM fd;k tkuk gksxkA bZ&fufonk Hkkx&izFke]
mlh fnukad esa 16%30 cts lkoZtfud :Ik ls [kksyk tk;sxkA bZ&fufonk Hkkx&izFke
esa lEcfU/kr izi=ksa dks viyksM u fd;s tkus dh fLFkfr esa bZ&fufonk dk Hkkx&f}rh;
¼izkbZlfcM½ ugha [kksyk tk;sxkA bZ&fufonk Hkkx&izFke@f}rh; [kqyus dh fnukad dks
lkoZtfud vodk'k gksus ij fufonk;sa] vkxkeh dk;Z fnol ij iwoZor% le; ij [kksyh
tk;sxhA fdlh ,d vFkok lHkh bZ&fufonk,a ,oa fufonk ds fdlh Hkkx dks fcuk dksbZ
dkj.k crk;s fujLr djus dk iw.kZ vf/kdkj v/kksgLrk{kjh ds ikl lqjf{kr gksxkA
Ñi;k oSclkbZV www.etender.up.nic.in ij bZ&fufonk ls lacaf/kr leLr
tkudkjh] fooj.k@MkÅuyksM rFkk vU; fdlh izdkj ds la'kks/ku@foLrkj ds fy;s
ykWxbu djsaA
fo|qr lEcU/kh f'kdk;rksa dh lwpuk Þ1912Þ ij nsaA
Remark : www.etender.up.nic.in
i=kad % 274 fnukad 29-05-2020

jjkk""VVªª ffggrr eessaa ffccttyyhh ccppkk;;ssaa
vvff//kk''kkkkllhh vvffHHkk;;UUrrkk

ffoo||qqrr ddkk;;ZZ''kkkkyykk [[kk..MM]]
ii-ffoo-ffoo-ffuu-ffyy-eessjjBB

iiff''ppeekkaappyy ffoo||qqrr ffoorrjj..kk ffuuxxee ffyy-]]
ffooDDVVkkssffjj;;kk iikkddZZ]] eessjjBB

I F¹FFÊÕ¹F dÀFd½FÕ ÀFªFÊ³F ÀFW ¸Fb£¹F AÀ´F°FFÕ A²FeÃFI ,
d¶FÕFÀF´FbS, L.¦F.

Ph No & Fax-07752-420554 email-civilsurgeonbsp@gmail.com,
cs-bsp.cg@nic.in

Ii ./ÀMûS/d³Fd½FQF/20/3922 /d¶FÕFÀF´FbS dQ³FFaI 26/05/2020

d³Fd½FQF I F¹FÊ dªFÕF d¨FdI °ÀFFÕ¹F d¶FÕFÀF´FbS, L.¦F. ¸FZÔ ¸FSeªFûÔ E½Fa ´FZÔ¾F³FÀFÊ
IZ dÕE Aü¿Fd²F/ÀFF¸F¦Fie/ÕZ¶F IZ d¸FI »ÀF Ii ¹F dI ¹FZ ªFF³FZ WZ°Fb
d³F¸FFÊ°FF Ia ´F³Fe/Ad²FIÈ °F d½FIiZ °FFAûa ÀFZ JbÕe d³Fd½FQFÜ
d³Fd½FQF I e A½Fd²F EI ½F¿FÊ (d³Fd½FQF JbÕ³FZ I e dQ³FFaI ÀFZ EI
½F¿FÊ IZ dÕE) SWZ¦FeÜ

d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF ¸Fc»¹F ÷ . 2000/- (÷ . Qû WªFFS ¸FFÂF) ³F¦FQ QZ¹F E½Fa ½FF´FÀFe
¹Fû¦¹F ³FWeÔ

d³Fd½FQF R F¸FÊ I e d½FIi ¹F I e A½Fd²F 01.06.2020 ÀFZ dQ³FFaI 10.06.2020 °FI I F¹FFÊÕ¹Fe³F
dQ½FÀF ¸FZÔ ÀFF¹FaI FÕ 5.30 ¶FªFZ °FI

d³Fd½FQF R F¸FÊ ªF¸FF I S³FZ WZ°Fb d³F²FFÊdS°F dQ³FFaI 23.06.2020, Qû´FWS 12.00 ¶FªFZ °FI
d°Fd±F E½Fa ÀF¸F¹F
d³Fd½FQF JûÕ³FZ I e d°Fd±F E½Fa ÀF¸F¹F dQ³FFaI 23.06.2020, Qû´FWS 1.00 ¶FªFZ
d³Fd½FQF ²FSûWS SFd¾F ÷ ´F¹FZ 50,000/- I F dO¸FFaO OÑFµM (dÀFd½FÕ ÀFªFÊ³F ÀFW

¸Fb£¹F AÀ´F°FFÕ A²FeÃFI , dªFÕF d¨FdI °ÀFFÕ¹F d¶FÕFÀF´FbS IZ
³FF¸F ÀFZ QZ¹F)

d³Fd½FQF ´FiF´°F I S³FZ E½Fa ªF¸FF I S³FZ I F¹FFÊÕ¹F dÀFd½FÕ ÀFªFÊ³F ÀFW ¸Fb£¹F AÀ´F°FFÕ A²FeÃFI ,
WZ°Fb d³F²FFÊdS°F À±FF³F dªFÕF d¨FdI °ÀFFÕ¹F d¶FÕFÀF´FbS
³FûM-d³Fd½FQF SdªFÀMOÊ OFI A±F½FF À´FeO ´FûÀM õFSF We À½FeI FS dI ¹FZ ªFF¹FZÔ¦FZÜ

WÀ°FF/-
dÀFd½FÕ ÀFªFÊ³F ÀFW ¸Fb£¹F AÀ´F°FFÕ A²FeÃFI

81106 d¶FÕFÀF´FbS L.¦F.

d³Fd½FQF ÀFc¨F³FF

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,

MINOR IRRIGATION DIVISION, KEONJHAR.
Tel No. (06766) 255453,

e-Mail ID oemlkjr@yahoo.com

The following changes have been made for the tender invited vide e-
Procurement Bid Identification No- 03 EEMID (KJR/2020-2021) / dt.
04.05.2020.
1. Date of sale & receipt of tender are fixed on 30.05.2020 at 10.00 AM

to 09.06.2020 up to 5.00 PM instead of 14.05.2020 at 11.00 AM to
27.05.2020 up to 5.00 PM.

2. Date of opening of Technical Bid is fixed on 10.06.2020 at 11.00 AM
instead of 28.05.2020 at 11.00 AM.

3. Date of opening of Financial bid is fixed on 12.06.2020 at 11.00 AM
(vide Sl. No. 1 to 6 & 8)

4. Date of Lottery is fixed on 19.06.2020 at 11.00 AM instead of
05.06.2020 at 11.00 AM.

As per DoWR Notification No. IIM-6/2015(pt) No. 01 dt. 01.01.2019
bid cost more than 50.00 lakh shall be considered as double cover
and bidder should be uploaded their bid separatley for technical bid
(Cover-I) & Financial bid (Cover-II) etc. in standard formats
prescribed in the bid documents displayed at Govt. of Odisha e-
tender website. Cover-I contains tender cost EMD, GST, PAN
Contractor’s RC affidavit undertaking decelerating no relationship
with Deptt. officials and any other documents as per SBD/DTCN in
.pdf format, cover-II contain Bill of Quantities (BOQ) in excel (.xls)
format and Additional performance security if applicable in .pdf
format special conditions in conformity with DTCN if any in .pdf
format.
All other terms & conditions of the above Tender Call Notice remain
unchanged. Executive Engineer,

M.I. Division, Keonjhar
OIPR NO- 32123/11/0002/2021

A-83

1ST CORRIGENDUM TO e-PROCUREMENT NOTICE
Bid ID No. 03 EEMID (KJR/ 2020-21) Dt. 04.05.2020

IN LOVING MEMORY OF MAJ RAJESH SINGH ADHIKARI

MAHAVIR CHAKRA (POSTHUMOUS)
Our salutation to a brave young officer, who with

true dedication to duty laid down his life on 30 May

1999, in the highest traditions of the "Royal Jats"

while capturing 'TOLOLING TOP' in Drass, Kargil

district in J&K. Addy was commissioned into 2

MECH INF [ 1 JAT (LI)] on 11 Dec 1993. Addy, the

family of Royal Jats fondly remembers you as a

courageous and humane soldier. Your memories still linger fresh in our

minds. Your sacrifice shall always be a motivating factor for all of us.

Colonel Prakash Prasad and All Ranks

2 MECH INF [ 1 JAT (LI)]

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA&
ZEESHANSHAIKH
MUMBAI,MAY29

IN JUST aday,Maharashtra’s re-
coveryratejumpedfrom31.2per
cent to43.3per cent, surpassing
the national average of 42.8 per
cent.OnFriday,dataforthedayre-
leased by theMaharashtra gov-
ernmentshowed8,381people,of
them7,358 fromMumbai alone,
hadbeendischarged fromdedi-
cated Covid hospitals or Covid
Care Centres, or had completed
their14-dayhomequarantine.
The total count of recovery

standsat26,997inthestate.Until
Thursday,Maharashtrawasdis-
charging around 1,000 cases
every day, but it grew8-fold on
Fridayto8,381.Officialsexplained
that the sudden 12 percentage
point hike in recovery ratewas
duetodistrictofficialscompleting
the herculean task of checking
whichpatientsintheirregionhad
recoveredover the last fewdays
andupdatingtheirdatabase.Until
ThursdayinMumbai,thenumber
ofdischarged/recoveredpatients
was 8,650,while on Friday, that
numberdoubledto16,008.
OnFriday,thestateregistered

2,682 fresh cases taking its total
Covid-19patientcountto62,228
(including the recovered/dis-
chargedcases).
There were 113 deaths de-

claredonFriday,thehighestsofar

inasingleday,takingthetotaltoll
to 2,098.Maharashtra took 59
days to breach the 1,000-death
mark since it registered its first
deathonMarch17.SinceMay15
ithas takenonly14moredays to
add1,000moredeaths.
Mumbai registered 1,447

cases taking its total count to
36,932with1,173deaths.Among
thosewho diedwas aMumbai
policeman, who had been dis-
charged from the Dome Covid
CareCentreatWorliaftera14-day
quarantine.
Of the recoveries, only 715

were actually discharged on
Friday, and the rest over the last
fewdays. “A lot of peoplewere
gettingdischargedbut itwasnot
gettingregisteredinoursystem,”
said Dr Daksha Shah, BMC’s

deputyexecutivehealthofficer.A
majority of the recoveredwere
thosewhoweredischargedfrom
Covid care centres and those in
homeisolation.
Explaining the astonishingly

single-day high number, Anup
KumarYadav,directorofNational
HealthMission inMumbai, said:
“Wecameacrossinstanceswhere
a patientwas discharged but it
wasnotgettingreflectedofficially.
For example, a Thane resident
wouldbeadmitted inaMumbai
hospital,whenhewasdischarged
the communication was not
reachingThaneofficials. This led
to a gap in recorded figures and
actualnumbers.”
TheIndianCouncilofMedical

Researchreviseditsdischargepol-
icyonMay11allowingasympto-

matic people to be discharged
fromisolationfacilityafter10days
ofadmission.Thoseunderhome
isolation and asymptomatic pa-
tientsrequirenomoreneedtobe
tested after 10 days. The guide-
lines allow testing before dis-
charge only for thosewho had
beenseverely illpeople.Thepre-
viousguidelinesrequireda14-day
hospital isolation anddischarge
onlyafterpatienttestednegative
twiceinagapof24hours.
Ahealthofficialsaidsomedis-

trictswerenotfollowingthenew
dischargepolicy strictly.Offering
aglimmerofhope, thecasedou-
blingtimeforthestate issteadily
improving to 15.7 days from11
daysinthelastweek.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY29

ASLOCKDOWN4.0nearsitsend,
datashowthatIndia’sCovidcurve
is still ahead of the projections
sharedwith states lastmonth,
basedonwhichthedecisiontoex-
tendthelockdowntoMay17was
taken. Therehas beenonemore
lockdownsince— that comes to
anendonMay31.
India reported the highest

dailycaseloadof7,466onFriday,
taking the total number of cases
to1,65,799;accordingtoaprojec-
tion theCentre had sharedwith
states lastmonth, Indiawas ex-
pectedtoreach1,65,000casesby
May31.Thecurrentdoublingtime
is14.63days.

Theprojectionswere shared
on April 26 during a meeting
chairedbycabinetsecretaryRajiv
Gaubaandattendedbystateoffi-
cials.
According to theprojections,

onMay15,atthepeakofthelock-
downadvantagewithadoubling
timeof 15 days, Indiawould hit
65,000cases—inreality,onMay
15, India had 81,970 cases. The
projection had shown that on
May31andJune15,thenumbers
will standat1,65,122(9,346new
cases per day) and 3,95,727
(22,400 newcases per day), re-
spectively, after two successive
doublingtimesof12dayseach.
After that, all theprojections

weredone at a doubling timeof
10days. So on June30, the cases
were projected to stand at

11,22,839cases(75,415newcases
per day) andon July 15, thepro-
jection was 31,85,952 cases
(2,13,982newcasesperday).On
July31,theprojectedcasecountis
96,90,715(6,50,869newcasesper
day) andonAugust 15, it is pro-
jected to stand at 2,74,96,513
(18,46,781newcasesperday).
Inthelast24hours,175deaths

havetakenplace, takingthetotal
number of deaths to 4,706. The
number of cases under active
medical supervisionis89,987.So
far, a total of 71,105people have
been cured. In the last 24hours,
3,414patientswere foundcured.
This takes the total recovery rate
to 42.89 per cent. In the last 24
hours, 1,21,702 samples were
tested, taking the total to
34,83,838.

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN,MAY29

THE RUSH of migrant workers
who registered to return to
Uttarakhand is on the decline,
with only 3 per cent of the re-
mainingonelakhpeopletravel-
ling back in the conveyance
arrangedby thegovernment.
After a cabinet meeting on

Friday, government spokesper-
sonMadanKaushiksaid,“Outof
thepeoplewhohaveregistered,
maximum have come to the
state. The over one lakh yet to
comewere contacted... around
30,000 responded and only
3,000gavetheirconfirmationto
travel.”
Hesaid that therestartingof

workinindustrialunitscouldbe
areasonwhythemigrantwork-
ersdeclined to return.
An Uttarakhand Transport

Corporation official told The
Indian Express that 100 buses
were sent to Delhi onMay 25,
and the peoplewho registered
toreturnweregiveninformation
in advance. The officials ex-
pected that thebuseswould re-
turnwithover3,000passengers
thesameday. However,only25
buseswereoccupiedonthatday,
20 buses on theMay26, and45
busesonMay27.
“Only 2,200 passengers

turnedupdespitepriorinforma-
tion.Afterwaitingthereforthree
days, 15 buseswere called back
withoutpassengers,”theofficial
said.
When asked why people

werenot travellingback, theof-
ficial said, “Most of the people
wanttoavoidthequarantinepe-
riod.Alargesectionhastraveled
from via self-arranged con-
veyance.”
Meanwhile,Kaushiktoldthe

mediathatthestategovernment
hasdecidedtoallowprivatelabs
to test forCovid-19.Private labs,
which have permission from
ICMR, would be asked to start
testingatapricesimilartoother
states. “A tenderprocesswill be
doneinfourdays,andthosewho
will takepart in theprocesswill
be asked to set up labs and do
testing at the lowest rate. State
government will pay for these
tests,”hesaid.

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA,MAY29

INMEERUT,amonkeysnatched
awaybloodsamplesofCovid-19
patients being carried from a
medical college, before settling
itself atop a tree and fiddling
with them.
Avideoof the incidentwent

viral. Shot outside themedical
collegeonThursday,itshowsthe
monkeychewingawhitepacket
that allegedly contained the
samples.
“Theincidentwasbroughtto

ournoticeandweenquiredwith
the lab technician. The samples
thatweresnatchedarenot test-
ing samples which comprise
throat and tongue swab. These
were blood samples that are
takenfromcoronaviruspatients
during routine treatment. The
Covid-19 samples are kept in a
box,thesesamplesarenot,”said
SKGarg,Principal,LalaLajpatRai
MedicalCollege,Meerut.
The lab technician has been

sent a show cause notice for
lapseinduty—andforrecording
the video instead of informing
authorities.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MAY29

ALLAYINGFEARSof community
spread amid a steady spike in
Covid-19casesoverthepastthree
weeks,theKeralagovernmenton
Fridaysaidthestatecurrentlyhas
a lowtestpositivityratebyinter-
nationalstandards.Testpositivity
rate istheratioofpositivecasesto
thetotalpersonstested.
From503casesonMay8, the

Covid-19casecountinKeralahas
climbedto1,150withinthelast21
days.
After a meeting on Friday,

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
said: “Testshavebeen increased.
When100samplesareexamined,
only 1.7 samples report positive.
Thatshowsourtestpositivityrate
isonly1.7percent.Atthenational
level, this figure is 5 per cent.
Variouscountriesaretryingtoat-
tain a test positivity ratebelow2
percent,’’hesaid.
He also said the case fatality

rate inKerala isonly0.5percent.
“HigherTPRandCFRshowthere
is not an adequate number of
tests.WhereasinKerala,thesitu-

ation is different. Our achieve-
ment inthisregardcanbeattrib-
utedtothestate’squalityhealth-
care system, effective contact
tracing and scientific quarantin-
ing. Of the 644 cases reported
sinceMay10,only65casesspread
through contact, which forms
only10.9percentof thecasesre-
portedinthatperiod.”
To further assert that there is

nocommunityspreadofthevirus,
Vijayancompared thedeaths re-
portedinKeralafromJanuary1to
May15 last yearwithdeaths re-
portedinthestateinthesamepe-
riod in2020. “Asmanyas93,717
deaths have been reported in
Kerala from January-May-15pe-
riodin2019whereasonly73,155
deathshavebeenreportedinthe
corresponding period this year,
which shows a fall of 20,562 in
deathfigures.Ifthereisacommu-
nityspreadofthevirus,deathfig-
ureswouldhavebeendifferent.”

RAAKHIJAGGA
FARIDKOT,MAY29

WHENA 20-year-old Japanese
tourist, Ryoma Tanaka, decided
to go beyond the beaten tourist
path to experience India on a
bike, he did not know that his
motorcyclediarywouldreadlike
a lockdownlog.
After spending 42 days

locked-in at a tourist complex in
Pathankot’s Damtal village, he
spentthenext26daysataprivate
officers’clubinFaridkot,courtesy
thedistrictadministration.

FinallyonFriday,hewasbusy
packinghis bags to start his bike
ride from Faridkot to Delhi to
board a flight to Tokyo on
Saturdaynight.
Hours before his journey,

Tanaka also cooked himself a
comfortmealattheclub’skitchen
—abowlofMagginoodlesmade
tohistaste.
SinceMay4,Tanakahasbeen

staying at a room in the club,
which is empty except for him
and twocaretakers.His staywas
arrangedherebytheFaridkotad-
ministration, after a city resident
spottedhimon the roadonMay

2lookingforhelpafterbeingstuck
apparently trying to get toDelhi
fromPathankot. Hewasbrought
toFaridkot andhisstayarranged
atclubfromMay4onwards.And
nowanofficial from thedistrict
administrationwillescorthimto
theJapaneseEmbassyinDelhifor
hisonwardjourney.
The 20-year-old had come

from Tokyo to India on January
11 with a budget of Rs 2 lakh.
After travelling to over 15 cities,
including Kochi, Chennai,
Sikkim,Varanasi,Agra,ontrains
or buses, hemade it to Delhi in
March. “I stayed in cheaphotels

with no AC and TV and hence, I
hadnoideaastowhatwashap-
pening in Indiaor theworld.On
March20, Ipurchasedabike for
Rs65,000fromDelhiandstarted
abiketriptocovertherestof the
country.IwenttoChandigarhon
a bike, later I went to Himachal
and finally onMarch 23, I came
in Pathankot fromwhere I was
notabletogoanywhereasIndia
was under the lockdown,” he
said in broken English, while
pointing out that he did not
watchnewsonTVorreadnews-
paperstoknowCovidnewsdur-
ing the lockdown.

Migrantsat theChhatrapatiShivajiMaharajTerminus in
MumbaionFriday.GaneshShirsekar

Migrants now
returning in
fewer numbers
to Uttarakhand

Pinarayi
Vijayan

As lockdown 4.0 nears end,
curve still ahead of projections

UP: Monkey
snatches away
blood samples of
Covid patients

Numberof activecases
33,124

Numberofdeaths 2,098

Totalnumberofpeople
discharged 26,997

Numberofpeopletested
4.33 lakh

Totalnumberquarantined
35,697

Numberofnewcases2,682

TOTALPOSITIVECASES
INMAHARASHTRA

62,228

Maharashtra recovery rate up to
43.3%, past national average

Stuck for 68 days, Japanese tourist to finally fly back

Now, Pinarayi says no
community spread, cites
Kerala’s positivity rate

New Delhi
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THEOUTBREAK MigrantsOnTheRoad
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Policeofficialsaddressacrowdofmigrantworkers—all
theywantistoreturnhome. RanaSimranjit Singh

AtCSMT,armedwithstuffedtoyandmindfullofmemories
ascompany,aheadof a long journeytoUP. GaneshShirsekar

MEMORIES & PAIN

ThepremisesoutsidePunerailwaystationhasasgoodasbecometemporaryhomeforTripurariYadav.The38-year-old,
whoworksatafurnitureshopinPune,hasbeenunabletogetatickettoreturnhomeinBihar’sMuzaffarpurdistrict to
attendthelastritesofhissister.Thewait—twodaysrunning—seemsalifetime,Yadavsays. ArulHorizon

AMRITSAR:7:00AM

MUMBAI:5:41PM

Disappointmentontheirfaces,theyreturnfromtheregistration
centreafterbeingtoldnotrainwasleavingonFriday. GurmeetSingh

Carryingtheirworldinsmallbagsandsacks,theyarriveat
CharbaghstationtocatchaShramikSpecial. VishalSrivastav

LUCKNOW:6:35PM

LUDHIANA:5:37PM

PUNE:11:58PM

SHRAMIKSPECIALS

KarnatakaHC questions policy
to choosemigrants for trains
JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU,MAY29

WITHLESSthanonethirdofover
nine lakhmigrantworkers and
their families—whohaveregis-
teredonKarnataka'sSevaSindhu
website—being transportedon
Shramik Special trains from
KarnatakasinceMay3, theHigh
Court has questioned the state
government'spolicyofchoosing
whotravelsonaparticulartrain,
toaspecificdestination.
HearingaPIL on theplight of

migrantworkers in the state on
Thursday,adivisionbenchof the
KarnatakaHighCourt, compris-
ingChief JusticeAbhaySreenivas
OkaandJusticeBVNagaratha,re-
marked that therewas no clear
andtransparent“policy”bywhich
passengerswerebeingpicked.
Thestategovernmenthasre-

ported that9,13,742peoplehad
registered on the state's Seva
Sindhu portal to go home, of
whom, 2,56,000 people had
been transported tillMay27on
177trains fromKarnataka.
“Theprocess of transporting

migrantworkersandtheirfamily
members by Shramik special
trainshascommencedintheState
of Karnataka fromMay3, 2020.
BetweenMay 3 and yesterday
(May27), 2,56,000personshave
beentransported—whichiseven
less than one third of the total
numberofmigrantworkers/their
familymemberswhohavebeen
registered on Seva Sindhuweb-
site,”thebenchnoted.
“Weare consciousof the fact

that the state is required to deal
withmore than 9,00,000 such
personswhowish to go back to
their respective states.However,
there is nopolicy inplacewhich
can be said to be fair and trans-
parent for selecting themigrant
workers to travel by a particular
train toaparticulardestination,”
thehighcourtdivisionbenchsaid.
“Thoughseveralordershave

been passed by this court from
time-to-time, as of today, the
state has not placed on record
anytransparentandrationalpol-
icy for selecting persons out of
those who registered on Seva
Sindhuwebsite, forbeingtrans-
ported by a particular Shramik

special train. It is not placed on
record inwhatmanner theper-
sons registered on thewebsite
arechosen...” thecourt said.
Referring to data placed in

thecourt,thedivisionbenchsaid
thatamongthosewhoreturned
on the Shramik Special trains,
there were 1,20,507 migrants
identified by the state police,
from736migrant campsacross
Bengaluru.
“It isnotclearwhether these

1,20,507migrantworkerswere
registered on the Seva Sindhu
website.Evenassumingthatthey
wereregistered,itisnotclarified
by the state government why
theyweregivenout-of-turnpri-
orityforreturningtotheirrespec-
tivestates,” thecourtobserved.
The bench also questioned

the failure of the state govern-
menttocommunicateanassur-
ance tomigrants waiting to re-
turnhomethatthestateintends
to facilitate their journeys.
Italsoquestionedtheration-

ale of the state government be-
hind sending SMSmessages to
8,33,667 registered migrant
workers asking whether they

want to go home, and then re-
portingthatonlyaround55,464
people stillwant togoback.
“Perhaps, the statewants to

defend this peculiar action by
pointing out that two Shramik
trains which originated from
KarnatakatoUttarPradeshprior
toMay 26, 2020 had some va-
cantseats,”theordersaidbefore
pointingoutthatdataplacedon
recordinthecourtshowed5,179
persons had expressed the in-
tent to travel back to Uttar
PradeshviaSMS.
“Prima facie, we are of the

view that this exercise under-
takenbythestateofseekingcon-
firmation from the migrant
workers in a complicatedman-
ner appears to be an exercise to
excludelargenumberofpersons
who have already registered
themselvesonSevaSindhuweb-
sitetogobacktotheirrespective
states,” thebenchsaid.
In the course of the hearing,

theCentralgovernmenttoldthe
courtitwouldcontinueShramik
Special train services beyond
May 31 if the state government
requests the IndianRailways.

Back home, migrant workers
now wait for payment of dues
ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI,MAY29

BACK HOME in Jharkhand’s
Daltonganj, Anil Gupta, 32, is a
relieved man — for now. A
worker at aMetro construction
siteinBengaluru,Guptarecently
receivedhisduesofRs40,000for
twomonthsfromasub-contrac-
tor. For him and otherswho re-
ceived the payment — after
protests, “threats” fromtheem-
ployers, and intervention from
authorities—themoney isasil-
ver lining amid the pervasive
gloomof aharsh lockdownthat
hasdriedup their sourcesof in-
come.
“There is so much relief. It

will helpme navigate through
theuncertainty for some time. I
will buy provisions, pay formy
children’seducationandsavefor
the future,” he said over the
phone fromhishome.
Guptaandseveral others re-

ceived the payment on
Thursday.Hehopes to return to
the southern city, some350km
awayfromhishome,oncemore
after the lockdownends.
Hehasbeen lucky.The Indian

Express spoke to ten labourers
across several states, and found
that only one of them received
pending wages preceding the
lockdown.During the lockdown
period,nonegotpaid—noneex-
pectedtoeither.Alltheyhopedfor
wastogetthependingwagesfor
thetimethattheyhadworked.
Hard-pressed owing to the

lossofwork,RustamAliandtwo
others,whoworkedatthesame
construction spot in Bengaluru
asadriverandcleaners, respec-
tively, arewaiting forduesof up
toRs1.35 lakh.Ali tooka loan to
comeback toDarbhanga, Bihar,
and is currently at a quarantine
centre.“Mybrotherisearningin
TamilNaduandhesentRs3000
fromwhich my family is cur-
rently buyingmonthly ration.
Our phone calls have fallen on
deaf ears,”hesaid.
Pinkesh Yadav, 20, who

worked at a thread factory in
Gujarat, hasn't received pay-
ment for 42 days of work.
Pressed for payment, theman-
agementbrushedoff itsliability,
hesaid.

It alsomade Yadav and nine
otherworkerssignaletterbefore
leaving. “Hum sab apni marzi se
chhorkejaarahehain,agarhume
kuch pareshani hoti hai, uske
jimmedaar khud hain aur man-
agementki jimmedaarinahihogi
(Weare leaving onour ownvo-
lition, if something happens to
us,weare responsible for it, not
themanagement).”
Afterwalkingandhitchinga

ride, he reached his hometown
inDevghar,whereheiscurrently
quarantined. “We are not even
counting the lockdown period,
butweshouldget themoneyof
at least the period inwhichwe
worked,”hesaid.
Dinesh Hembrem of

Jharkhand's Godda district paid

Rs 3,500 to a truck driver to re-
turnhome.Hembremworkedat
aconstructionsiteinUllasNagar
near Mumbai in Maharashtra.
TheRs3,500,whichhetookasa
loan, haunts him. “Twomonths
ofwages—morethanRs30,000
— are due. Should I forget this
amount?”heasked.
Similarstories—ofindebted-

ness,desperationandanuncer-
tain wait for dues — abound
everywhere.
According to data available

with StrandedWorkers Action
Network, which has been re-
sponding to themigrant crisis,
83.3 per cent of 25,345 people
who reached out to it did not
receive payment during the
lockdown.

Migrantswearingfaceshields leavetheRanchiairportafter
returningbyaspecial flight fromMumbai. PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,MAY29

WEST BENGAL Fire Services
minister Sujit Bose has tested
positive for thecoronavirus, the
first member of the Mamata
Banerjee cabinet to get infected
with the virus. His wife too has
testedpositive,andasbothhave
mild symptoms, theyare in iso-
lation in theirhouse.
AdomestichelpatBose’sres-

idencewas diagnosedwith the
disease,accordingtoaPTIreport,
followingwhichsamplesofBose
and his family members were
sent forexamination.
Bose’s testresultscamedays

after TMC legislator Tamonash
Ghosh — a neighbour of Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee —
tested positive for the virus,
alongwithtwofamilymembers
andthreeaides.
Meanwhile,277peoplehave

testedCovid-19positiveina24-
hour period in the state, taking
thetotalnumberof coronavirus
cases inWestBengal to4,813,of
which2,736areactivecases.
The state has also recorded

sevenmoredeaths linkedtothe
virus,takingthetotalnumberof
cases to 230,with an additional
72deathsduetoco-morbidities.

Bengal minister,
wife test Covid
positive, in
home isolation

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH,MAY29

HARYANAPOLICEhas issuedan
advisory for jewellers, banks,
gold loan companies and other
establishments that engage in
large cash transactions to “en-
surethatanybodyenteringtheir
premises will have to take off
maskonceinfrontofCCTVcam-
eras” inorder topreventcrime.
Haryana’sDGPManojYadava

issuedtheadvisorytoalldistrict
police chiefs (commissioners of
police and superintendents of
police), askingthemtocirculate
the instructions to all jewellers,
banks, gold finance companies
and so on. The DGP also asked
district police chiefs to ensure

that these instructions are
pasted at the entry door of all
suchestablishments in their re-
spective jurisdictions.
“With the gradual opening

up of the lockdown, there is a
possibility of criminal elements
taking advantage of the trying
times bywearing facemasks…
Ifanyunfortunateincidenthap-
pens,thecriminalscanbeappre-
hendedwiththehelpofthepho-
tograph captured in CCTV
cameras,” the DGP said.
However, “I advise people
againstcarryingalargequantity
of cash while going out,” he
added.
He also said that jewellers

and other such establishments
mustinstallCCTVcamerasifthey
donotalreadyhave it inplace.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAIPUR,MAY29

A SUB-DIVISIONAL officer
posted in Rajasthan’s Bhilwara
district performed the last rites
of a 4-month-old girl from
Chawandia village after reluc-
tancefromherfamilymembers,
whosuspectedthebabywasin-
fectedwith thecoronavirus.
After the officer carried the

infant’s body, however, the sus-
picions of the family and other
villagerswere allayed and they
toojoinedtheofficerincarrying
out the last rites.
According to officials, the

family returned to the village
fromMumbaiearlierthismonth,
andthegirl’sfathertestedCovid-
19positiveonMay23.However,

thechild,whodiedofdiarrhoea,
hadtestednegativeforthevirus.
“The father of the child had

tested positive for Covid-19 on

May23andwasshiftedtoahos-
pital in Bhilwara for treatment,
while the familywasallowedto
stay under home isolation after

the reports of the girl, her elder
sister and her mother were
found to be negative,” said
Mahipal Singh, SDO, Mandal,
whohastheadditionalchargeof
Kareda, the tehsil underwhich
thevillageChawandiacomes.
SinghsaidonWednesday,the

administration came to know
thatthegirlwassufferingfromdi-
arrhoea. “The infant got affected
withdiarrhoea anddehydration
andshewastakentoahospitalon
Wednesdayeveningbutbythen
shehadpassedaway,”hesaid.
TheSDOaddedthatbecause

of amisleadingmessage circu-
lating on socialmedia, the fam-
ilyof thegirlandthevillagersas-
sumedthatshediedofCovid-19
andwere reluctant to perform
her last rites.
“Inanadjacentvillage, aman

having the samenameas that of
thegirl’sfathertestedpositive(for
the virus), alongwith his child.
ThisgotcirculatedonWhatsApp
and the villagers, alongwith the
infant’s family, thought themes-
sagewasaboutherandrefusedto
performher funeral, fearing that
becauseshehaddiedofCovid-19,
theywereat the riskof contract-
ingthediseasetoo,”Singhsaid.
OnThursdaymorning,Singh

decidedtoperformthelastrites
of thegirlhimself.
“After the villagerswere not

convinced, I pickedup thebody
andwent to the local cremato-
rium,where I started digging a
hole toburythebody.Aftersee-
ingme touching the body, the
family of the girl and other vil-
lagers gradually got convinced
andhelpedme,” saidSingh.

Haryana police asks banks,
jewellers to ensure visitors
take off masks at entry

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY29

THEINDIANRailwayshassaidit
iscompilingreportsofdeathson
board Shramik Special trains
with help from state govern-
ments and that it would later
make thedatapublic.
“I understand that they (pas-

sengers)aretravellingindesper-
ate times. Each death is investi-
gated.Wearecompilingthedata
ondeathsandthereasonsbehind
the dates from state govern-
ments...Idon’twanttocomment
onthiswithoutcorrectnumbers,”
Railway Board Chairman V K
Yadavsaidatapressconference.
At least nine passengers on

boardShramikSpecials toUttar
Pradesh and Bihar have died so
far. The Railways has said that
many of themhad pre-existing
illnesses andwere returningaf-
ter surgery/treatment.
“Indian Railways has a con-

trolsystem;thetrainis immedi-
atelystoppedifsomeoneisfound
ill and doctors try to save their
lives.Manypassengershavebeen
attended to by Railway doctors,
31 successful deliveries have
been done. Inmany cases they
weresenttothenearesthospital
base,”Yadavsaid.
DefendingRailwaysintheface

of criticismover delays by Shra-
mik Specials, Yadav said these
werenot regular trains and they
couldbeextendedorshort-termi-
nated. He also said complaints
from passengers about lack of
food andwater aboard specific
trainshavebeeninvestigatedand
itwas found that therewere no
discrepanciesinsupplyofmeals.

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA,MAY29

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Friday an-
nouncedtheeasingof anumber
of restrictions, including the re-
openingof all placesofworship,
starting fromJune1andsaidthe
stategovernment’sworkforceca-
pacitywould be increased from
50per cent to 70per cent to en-
surepublicservicescontinue“un-
interruptedandunhindered”.
Theannouncements camea

day after a record single-day
jump in Covid-19 cases in the
state. Banerjee blamed the
Railways for undoing her gov-
ernment’s success in “control-

lingthespreadofCovid-19inthe
last two months” by sending
trains packed with migrant
labourers to the state without
consultinghergovernment.
She alleged that social dis-

tancing normswere not being

ensured in the trains, andasked
the Railways if it was running
“coronaexpresstrainsinsteadof
ShramikSpecial trains”.
“I have come to know that

the Railways is sending trains,
jam-packed, with migrant
labourers. Inoneseat,three-four
persons are travelling for 48
hours, 72 hours. So I thought
thenwhat is the harm in open-
ing up religious places. From
June1, religious sitesandplaces
canopenupinBengal.Butthere
willbenomajorcongregationor
celebration of any festival,”
Banerjeesaid, addingthatmore
than 10 people will not be al-
lowed at the shrines. The reli-
giousplaceswillbesanitisedfor
thenext threedays.

Continuinghertiradeagainst
the Railways, Banerjee — a for-
merUnionRailwaysMinister—
saidthenumberofbogiescould
be increased to accommodate
moremigrants safely. Shewon-
deredwhymore special trains
werenotbeingoperated.
“They(migrants)arecoming

from hotspot areas. No proper
planninghasbeenmade.So,the
diseasehasspread,” shesaid.
Banerjeesaidpublicandpri-

vateofficeswouldbeallowedto
function at full strength from
June 8. However, schools will
continue to remainclosed till at
least the end of nextmonth as
manyarebeingusedasquaran-
tinecentresformigrantsreturn-
inghome.

UTTARPRADESH
14,439 275 86

Foreignentrants:None

TAMILNADU
11,334 874 141

Foreignentrants:None

RAJASTHAN
13,759 298 129

Foreignentrants:NA

KERALA
2,061 62 23

Foreignentrants:33

ANDHRAPRADESH
11,638 85 52

Foreignentrants:None

KARNATAKA
12,411 248 227

Foreignentrants: 1

HARYANA
2,909 217 None

Foreignentrants: None

■Samplestested

■Positivecases
■ Migrants

A look at howCovid-19 case counts in states
are changing asmigrants return home

CASECOUNT: THECHANGINGPICTURE

States’ data for last 24hours, updatedup to9pmonMay29

FAMILY STAYS AWAY CITING COVID-19

Will make
data on
train deaths
public: Rlys

SDOMahipalSinghdiggingaholeatacrematoriumin
Bhilwaradistrict. Express

Rajasthan SDO performs last rites of infant

MamataBanerjee

Bengal to reopen places of worship from
June 1, workforce in govt offices to increase

New Delhi
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POET ANDwriter P Varavara
Rao, 81, who is an ac-
cused in the Elgar
Parishad case, has been
admitted to J JHospital.
Rao was rushed to the
hospital from Taloja
central jail in Navi
Mumbai on Thursday
after he complained of
giddiness and fell un-

conscious inhis cell.
Hospital authorities saidhe

is currently stable. "His swab
was collected for Covid-19 test
on Thursday and the report is
likelytocomeonSaturday,"said
anofficial.Hislegalrepresenta-
tives said they were not in-
formedaboutRaobeingshifted
toahospital.
Arrested in 2018, Rao was

shiftedfromPunetoMumbai in
February after investigation in
the casewas taken over by the
National InvestigationAgency.
Owingtohisageandpreviousill-

nesses, Rao
has filed for
interim bail
before the
special court,
citinghis vul-
nerability to
Covid-19. The
jailauthorities
have not yet
submittedhis
medical re-
ports sought
by the court.
On Thursday,
the court di-
rected the jail
superinten-
dent to sub-
mit a report
onRao’smed-
ical examina-
tion.

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY29

JAMMU AND Kashmir
Congress leader Saifuddin
Soz’swifehasapproachedthe
Supreme Court against his
house arrest following the
Centre’s August 5, 2019 deci-
sion toabrogateArticle 370of
theConstitution.
Inherpleafiledthoughad-

vocate Sunil Fernandes,
Mumtazunnisa Soz said she
“has reasonable grounds for
believing” that her husband
“hasbeenplacedunderhouse
arrestinanunlawfulandman-
ifestly illegal exercise of pow-

ers...andintotaldisregardof the
procedureestablishedby law”.
The plea claimed that the

“copyof the impugnedorder(s)
ofdetentionwasnotprovidedto
thedetenuwithin the statutory
period, andevenafter that, fora
periodof tenmonths”.
The“groundsforarresthave

not been furnished to the de-
tenu even till date, and the de-
tenu has been kept under de-
tentionforanindefiniteperiod”,
she contended.
Thisamountedto“depriving

the detenu of his fundamental
right of making effective repre-
sentationguaranteed”underthe
Constitution and the laws, the
petitioner said.
She pointed out that the SC
had “in a plethora of judg-
ments...heldthatthenon-sup-
ply of material forming basis
of thegroundsofdetentionvi-
tiates the order of detention
making is unconstitutional
and liable tobequashed”.
She contended that Soz

“hasnotindulgedinanyactiv-
ity that may be given the
colourof anoffenceunderthe
Jammu & Kashmir Public
Safety Act, 1978 and for this
reason the order(s) of deten-
tion aremalafide and should
bequashed”.
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Expression of Interest
Nagar Nigam Bareilly invites E.O.I. to engage interested Firms for Boi-
remediation/ phyto-remediation of 17 drains at different location with
different capacity total around 100MLD waste water. Interested Firms
are required to submit the proposal technical & financial in different
envelops in hard copy on before 18 June 2020 17:00 Hrs (IST) in
office of Environment Engineer, Bareilly Nagar Nigam. Details of term
& condition can be downloaded from Nagar Nigam Website
www.nagarnigambareilly.com Any queries shall be contacted Mob
No. 7055519614 and Email- sanjeev.pmnnit@gmail.com.
Interested Firms are requested to attend the conference/meeting and
present the conceptual/ technical presentation on 12 June 2020 at
11:00 AM at concerning office. However if firms are interested to
inspect the nallahs/ drains; they should visit before 12 June 2020.

Sd/-
´fÂffaIY 81 /´f¹ffÊ. Ad·f./2020-21 dQ³fafIY: 26 ¸fBÊX 2020 Environment Engineer

BAREILLY MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION, BAREILLY

Opp: Bareilly college Bareilly Civil Lines, Bareilly (U.P)
Email- nagarayukt.bareilly@gmail.com

CORRIGENDUM NOTICE

81083/HRY. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

Purvanchal Vidyut Vitran
Nigam Limited (PuVVNL)
(A subsidiary of UP

Power Corporation limited)
Purvanchal Vidyut Bhavan,
Vidyut Nagar, P.O. - D.L.W.,
Varanasi - 221004 Website:
http://www.etender.up.nic.in
Tender Date Extension The
date of submission & opening of
e-tender no. EAV-02/2020-21 &
EAV-03/2020-21 is hereby
extended up to 10.06.2020
(15:00 PM) & 11.06.2020 (15:00
PM) respectively. Further details
can be seen at website
www.etender.up.nic.in. Other
terms and conditions shall
remain same. Sd/- (Rajesh
Kumar) Superintending Engineer
(MM-I) “SAVE ELECTRICITY IN
THE INTEREST OF THE
NATION” ´fÂffaI : 1399/ ´fc.d½f.d½f.d³f.d»f.

(½ff.)/ Àff.´fi.-I/AA-I/ d½fÄff´f³f dQ³ffaI :

29.05.2020

PUNJAB STATE TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LIMITED
Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall Patiala-147001

CIN- U40109PB2010SGC033814, www.pstcl.org
O/o SE/TS (Design), Telefax: 0175-2207774, E-mail: se-trd@pstcl.org.

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Detailed NIT/Specification may be downloaded from PSTCL e-
Tendering website: https://eproc.punjab.gov.in. Corrigendum, if
any, will not be published in Newspapers. As such the website may
be visited regularly for updates.

Sd/- SE/TS (Design), PSTCL, Patiala

Enquiry No. STQ-5123

Description 15 KV NCTs

Qty. 41 Nos.

Last Date & Time for 29.06.2020 upto 11.00 A.M.
Downloading of tender

Last Date & Time for Receipt 30.06.2020 upto 11.00 A.M.
of Tender

Date & Time for Opening of Tender 02.07.2020 at 11.00 A.M.

C-976/Pb

HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE ELECTRONICS
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED

Ist & Ground Floor, I.T. Bhawan, Mehli, Shimla-171013
Tel. No. 0177-2623259, 2623513, 2626320, 2623513

2623043, FAX: 0177-2626320, Website: www.hpsedc.in

HPSEDC/Digital-Media/2k20-267 Date:28-05-2020

e-TENDER NOTICE
e-Tenders are invited from eligible bidders for Selection of

Empanelment for Digital & Social Media Agencies for two years.

Last date for online e-bid submission is 17/06/2020 (upto 01:30 PM)
and shall be opened on same day at 3.30PM. Detailed Tender Document
containing Technical Specifications and Terms & Conditions are available
on HPSEDC website www.hpsedc.in and https://hptenders.gov.in.

General Manager (Technical)
0096/HP

RITES LIMITED
(A Govt. of India Enterprise)

REGIONAL PROJECT OFFICE, LUCKNOW

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
The GM/P, RITES Limited, RPO-Lucknow on behalf of Jawaharpur Vidyut Utpadan Nigam
Ltd. (JVUNL, A 100% subsidiary of UPRVUNL) ) Dist.-ETAH, U.P. invites online percentage rate
tenders on two packet system in connection with Construction of Railway Siding for
JVUNL, Jawaharpur TPP (2X660 MW), District: Etah, (U.P.), for the following work:
NIT No.: RITES/RPO-LKO/JVUNL-JTPP/00018/P-10, Date: 29.05.2020
Name of work: Construction of Earthwork in Formation, Construction of Minor Bridges, P-way
and other Miscellaneous works at Awagarh, Jalesar City & Shiwala Tehu station of Etah-Barhan
branch line of NCR, Package-10 in connection with Construction of Railway Siding for JVUNL,
Jawaharpur TPP (2X660 MW), District: Etah, State: Uttar Pradesh.
Estimated Cost: Rs 34.01 Crore, Earnest Money: Rs 34.01 Lac, Period of Completion: 09
(Nine) Months, Last date of submission: 23.06.2020 at 11:30 Hrs
The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the website
https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app Addendum / Corrigendum, if any, shall be hosted online
only.

it l7 4hRLY(15)

Ch. No. Y-59, Eastern Side,

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

S.K. Shrivastva (Advocate)

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby notified to all the
general public on behalf of my
client Sarabjit Kaur W/o Khushpal
Singh R/o B-75A, Asha Park New
Delhi-110018 has debarred her
son namely Sunpreet Singh Arora
and his wife Gurneet Kaur from
all her moveable and immoveable
properties and have also severed
all relations with them due to
their misbehavior and cruelty. My
client will not be responsible for
any type of their activities and
dealing with any other person in
future, It is their own risk and
responsibility.

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients, Sh. Naresh Kumar Garg and
Smt. Santosh Garg Parents of Mr. Amit
Garg r/o A-2/41, Second Floor, Sector-
3, Rohini, Delhi- 110085 have severed
their respective relationship with Mr.
Amit Garg, his wife Mrs. Ruchi Garg and
their minor son master Tanish and have
disowned and disinherited them from
their entire movable and immovable
properties and have severe all their
relations with them. My abovenamed
clients shall not be responsible for any
acts / deeds done by Mr. Amit Garg and
his wife Mrs. Ruchi Garg.

Sd/-
Sunil Gupta (Advocate)

Off.: Chamber No. 311-12 Civil Wing
Tis Hazari Courts Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
On behalf and under the instruction of our
client RAJAN SINGH ARORA SON SH.
KULWANT SINGH Resident of 26500 W.
Agoura, Road #102-342, state of
California USA, that Our above noted
client issued a GPA to his Father namely
Sh. Kulwant Singh S/o Late Sh. Gurbux
Singh Resident of Celebrity Homes
Tower-F #1302, Palam Vihar, Gurgaon,
Haryana, India and appoint him his GPA
Holder vide dated 31.12.2019, due to
health condition of his father (Attorney
Holder), our client had decided to
revoke/Cancel the GPA Dated
31.12.2019, hence this Notice for the
General Public that the GPA dated
31.12.2019 shall have no value after the
publication of this Notice and if anybody
do any act/acts/contracts etc. with the
Father of our client as GPA Holder then
that act/acts/contracts etc. shall be void
and those persons shall be liable for their
own act/acts/contracts and our client shall
not be liable. Sd/-

Nadeem Qureshi, Adv.
D-720, Lawyers Chambers

Karkardooma courts, Delhi-110032

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to all concerned that
my client Smt. Suman Devi W/O Sh.
Raman Pal Singh and Sh. Raman Pal
Singh S/o Sh. Sadhu Singh R/o U-2/243,
Prem Nagar-2, Gali No. 14, Kirari Suleman
Nagar, Delhi-86, has disowned/debarred/
discarded his real son Deepak Singh and
her daughter in law Moni Devi, due to their
misbehavior, disobedience, illegal
activities/assets, also ceased all his
relations with him, any person whosoever
deals with his/her shall do at his/her their
own risks/costs/responsibility.

Sd/-
Vimal Tripathi (Advocate)

D-3355-A/09
373, Ground Floor, Pocket-4 Sector-22,

Rohini, Delhi-86

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known my client RAJENDER
KUMAR GOYAL S/O LATE MURARI
LAL R/O WZ-2082, RANI BAGH,
SHAKUR BASTI, DELHI-110034 have
disowned and severed all his relation
with his son namely ROHIT GOYAL
AND HIS WIFE KHUSHABU and
debarred them from his movable and
immovable properties/assets due to
their misbehaviour, unfamiliar activities,
intolerable act, misconduct and going
against my client. Anybody dealing with
them in civil and criminal matter shall be
doing at his/her/their own risk, cost and
responsibility and my client family shall
not be liable for their any act.

KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-748/14

PUBLIC NOTICE
That my clients Sh. Manohar
Lal Aggarwal S/o Sh. Kishori
Lal and Snehlata w/o Sh.
Manohar Lal Aggarwal R/o G-
26/286, SEC-3, Rohini, Delhi-
110085, have debarred his
Son namely Sumit Aggarwal,
daughter in-law namely Komal
from their all movable and
immovable property w.e.f.
28/05/2020.

RISHI PAL SINGH
(Advocate)

Ch. No. 1126, Rohini Distt.
Courts, Delhi

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

II,, ShubhamNayar S/oAnil
NayarR/oH.No.332, Sector-31,
Faridabadhavechangedmy
name toShubhamNayyar.

0040538336-3

II,, SUJATATHALATOTI,W/o
RatanThalatoti, R/o-253,
(South-Delhi-Apartment), Plot
No.8, Sector-4, N.S.I.T.Dwarka,
Delhi-110078. have changed
myname toSUJATA
THALATOTI. 0040538336-1

II,, Priyad/oDharmenderKumar
Singh r/o F-180, Sudarshan
Park, Delhi-110015have
changedmyname toPRIYA
SINGH. 0040538326-1

II,, NishaKumari,W/oDinesh
Mandal R/o-A-1142,
G.D.Colony,MayurVihar
Phase-3, Delhi-110096. have
changedmyname toNisha.

0040538336-5

II,, GUNJANKUMARS/O
PARMESHWARDAYAL
SHARMA,R/o-J-9,MOHAN-
GARDEN, UTTAM-NAGAR,
DELHI-110059. have changed
myname toGUNJANKUMAR
SHARMA. 0040538336-6

II SimranD/O, SanjayKantR/o
L3/G05GulmoharGarden,
Rajnagar Ext. Ghaziabad, UP -
201017havechangedmyname
fromSimran to SimrenGarg
videAffidavit 28/05/2020
beforeNotarypublic Delhi.

0040538318-1

II,, AjayKumarMadanS/o
Jagdish LalMadanR/o-
Flat.No.408, Seemant-Vihar,
Sector-14, Kaushambi,
Ghaziabad-201010. have
changedmyname toAjay
Madan. 0040538336-2

II hitherto knownasMUKESH
KUMAR,sonof,RAMBHOOL
SOLANKI, Residingat-114,
MohammadPur-Village, Delhi-
110066, have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownasMUKESHKUMAR
SOLANKI. 0040538336-7

II UttaraD/O, SanjayKantR/o
L3/G05GulmoharGarden,
Rajnagar Ext. Ghaziabad, UP
201017havechangedmyname
fromUttara toUttaraGarg
VideAffidavit 28/05/2020
beforeNotarypublic Delhi.

0040538315-1

II SumanSehgalW/oPuneet
KapoorR/OE 33 top floor
VishnuGarden,NewDelhi-
110018, have changedmy
name toSumanKapoor.

0040538327-1

II,, AkashKumar S/oRuby
Jaiswal R/oPlot.No.92A,
Sainik-Enclave, Part-3,
Jharoda-Kalan-Road,
Najafgarh, Delhi-110072. have
changedmyname toAakash
Kumar. 0040538336-4

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

IItt is notified for the information
thatmyOriginal-Qualifying
Examination-Certificate of
Main, Senior-Secondary
Examinationof Year-2013-2014
andRoll.No.9174415 issuedby
CBSEhasbeenactually
lost/destroyed.Nameof the
candidate-ShubhamYadav Full
Address/Tel. 9999449011.

0040538336-8

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,MAY29

A SPECIAL court in Mumbai
Friday rejected the interim bail
application of activist Sudha
Bharadwaj, arrested in connec-
tionwiththeElgaarParishadcase.
Bharadwaj, 58, currently

lodged in Mumbai’s Byculla
Women’s jail, where an inmate
had testedpositive for the virus
earlier this month, had sought
temporary bail on medical
grounds in view of the coron-
avirusoutbreak.
Inherinterimbailplea,theac-

tivist had said that shewas at a
highriskof contracting thevirus
in the prison, and in her present
medical condition it could be
“life-threatening”. Her lawyers
had submitted before the court
thatshehaspre-existingmedical
conditions, including diabetes
andhighbloodpressure.
“The applicant (Bharadwaj)

belongs to themost vulnerable
category facing a high fatality
rate, should shecontract coron-
avirus.Ifshecontinuestoremain
in incarceration, there is agrave

danger to her life,” the bail plea
said.Bharadwajhadalsosubmit-
tedthatnosocialdistancingwas
possibleinthejailgivenitsspace
constraints.
Bharadwaj was arrested in

August2018bythePunePolicefor
her alleged involvement in the
conspiracytoorganisetheElgaar
Parishad event in Pune on
December 31, 2017, and had
claimed that thepublicmeeting
waslinkedtothebanned-organ-
isationCPI(Maoist).Thecasewas
transferred to the National
InvestigationAgencythisyear,and
Bharadwaj alongwith the other
co-accused in the cases were
shiftedtoMumbaifromPune.

TheNIAhas opposedher in-
terimbailpleastatingthattheac-
tivist’searlierbailapplicationshad
beenrejected.Specialpublicpros-
ecutor,PrakashShetty,submitted
that since Bharadwaj has been
booked under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, she
cannot be granted interim relief
citingthecoronaviruspandemic.
He also referred to the recom-
mendations of a high-powered
committee, set up on the
SupremeCourt’s direction, that
statedallundertrialsshouldbere-
leased apart from those booked
for particular offences, including
under the UAPA. Bharadwaj’s
lawyer had submitted that the
committeehaddirectedcourtsto
consider bail pleas of those ex-
empted in its recommendations
basedonmedicalgroundsorcir-
cumstancesof thecase.
Thedetailedorderofthespe-

cialcourtrejectingthebailpleais
yettobemadeavailable.Thebail
applications of co-accusedpoet
and activist Varavara Rao and
former professor and activist
ShomaSenarealsopendingbe-
fore the court and is likely to be
heardnextweek.

J&K Congress leader
Soz’s wife moves SC
against his house arrest

ELGAARPARISHADCASE

Bharadwaj,58, lodged
inMumbai’sByculla
Women’s jail,wherean
inmatehadtested
positive forCovid-19
earlier thismonth,had
soughttemporarybail
onmedicalgrounds

SudhaBharadwaj’s
bail plea rejected

Jailed poet Varavara Rao,
81, admitted to hospital

Noroadtaxfor
busesinOdisha
Bhubaneswar:TheOdishagovern-
menthasannouncedexemption
ofroadtaxforpassengerbusesfor
April,May and June. Bus opera-
tions had been stopped since
March22duetothelockdown.PTI
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If protestsanddivideoverNRCdefinedthefirsthalf, it is the Covidpandemicthatcouldreshaperelationshipsbetween
theCentreandthestates.Thechallengesthiswillcreatewillmakenewdemandsonthegovt'spoliticalcapital

RAVISHTIWARI
NEWDELHI,MAY29

THE OUTBREAK and national
response to the pandemic has
for now pushed to the back-
groundthedeeppoliticalpolar-
isationvisible inthemonthsfol-
lowingtheBJP'sreturntopower
with a stronger mandate for
PrimeMinister NarendraModi
last summer.
This ferment — nationwide

protestsagainst theCitizenship
(Amendment) Act, the discom-
fort instatesabout theNational
PopulationRegister(NPR)ques-
tionnaire,andthecommunalri-
ots in Delhi earlier this year —
defines the politics of the last
oneyear.
Even though the economy

was on a downward slide with
successivequartersofdeclining
growthrate,theBJPgovernment
after returning to power chose
to leverage its enhanced politi-
calcapital topursueitscoreide-
ological agenda — Article 370,
Ram Temple, Triple Talaq, and
CAA —without wasting time.
Many of these issues had come
upintheprevious term,but the
BJP was short of numbers in
RajyaSabhaforalargepartof its
tenure. The enhancedmajority
inLokSabhagave itconfidence,
plus the political capital toma-

noeuvrethedemoralisedoppo-
sition inRajyaSabha.
Withinweeksofpresenting

the Budget, the government
pushedthroughtheTripleTalaq
Bill, and stripped Jammu and
Kashmirof itsspecialstatusand
bifurcated it into two Union
Territories. The government
lockeddownallof theerstwhile
state, and sent top Kashmiri
leadersbehindbars toquell the
possibility of public protests. It

hasso farsucceededincontrol-
ling street violence, even
though it has faced probing
questions from the interna-
tional community, with China
even pushing the issue in the
UNSecurity Council.
Thegovernmentdidnotlose

its appetite for political con-
frontationdespite thepolarised
politicalatmosphereinthewake
of Triple Talaq law and dilution
ofArticle370.Inthenextsession

ofParliament,itpushedthrough
legally contentious citizenship
amendment legislation.
“Wedon’tneedtosetaback-

ground for the NRC. We will
bring the NRC across the coun-
try. Not a single infiltrator will
bespared,”HomeMinisterAmit
Shah declared in Lok Sabha on
December 9 as he pressed for
the passage of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill. The asser-
tion,comingfromthemanwho

had pushed the dilution of
Article 370, triggered nation-
wideprotests, leadingtoseveral
protesters being killed in BJP-
ruled states.
Modi’s attempt todialdown

therhetoriconthe issueof ana-
tionwideNRCdid not cutmuch
ice. Deep political polarisation
led to communal rioting in the
national capital at the end of
February, when US President
DonaldTrumpwas in thecoun-

try. At last count, 53 people had
been killed in the violence in
Delhi— the first communal riot
in thesixyears since2014.
Both the dilution of Article

370andtheCAAhavesincebeen
challenged in the Supreme
Court. The government began a
diplomatic drive to allay appre-
hensionsabroad.
At the state level, however,

thegovernmentfacedobstacles.
Unlike in the first yearof itspre-
vious term, the BJP’s attempt to
monopolisepowerateverylevel
facedstrongerheadwinds.Itlost
power in Jharkhand and
Maharashtra, and returned to
power in Haryana only after a
post-pollalliance.InDelhi, itsuf-
feredanotherhumiliatingdefeat.
Alarmed over the NRC rhet-

oric,stategovernments—oppo-
sition as well as those sympa-
thetic to theNDA—dug in their
heels against the NPR, opening
up ground for negotiations be-
fore thepandemicput theexer-
cise in limbo.
ThecripplingeffectofCovid-

19 on the economywill create
challenges that will make new
demands of the government’s
political capital over the next
four years. The public has so far
responded positively to the
measures taken by the govern-
ment,buthowthesituationwill
unfoldeconomicallyandsocially
as the long battle continues, re-
mains to be seen. The ideologi-
calagendahadappearedcrystal
clear in themindof thegovern-
ment; there does not appear to
be much clarity on the post-
Covidchallengesatthemoment.

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,MAY29

AYEARago,whenPrimeMinister
NarendraModi stormedback to
powerwithabiggermandate,his
governmentwas basking in the
glory of its diplomatic handling
of the situation after Pulwama
terrorattack.
The fact that the global com-

munity had come out in India’s
support, and some— including
the US— had even backed the
Balakot airstrikes, coupledwith
listing of Jaish-e-Mohammed
chiefMasoodAzharatUNSCasa
global terrorist,waswidely per-
ceivedasnomeanachievement.
Themassivemajoritymade

surethediplomaticworldgavea
royal welcome to his second
term.
Insiders feltModi had to de-

voteafairshareoftimeonforeign
affairsissuesinhisfirstterm,and
heneededsomeonewhoshared
his vision, and had the required
skillandnetworktobehisforeign
minister. The fieldwas narrow,
andSJaishankar,whohadretired
as Foreign secretary,was hand-
picked.
Early in his second stint, he

started his overseas tripswhere
hewasnowofferingstabilityand
predictability in policy, andpro-
jectingIndiaasopenforbusiness
andinvestments.
But, an unpredictable US

PresidentDonaldTrumpstunned
NewDelhi in Julywith a claim
thatModihadreachedouttohim
for mediating on Kashmir.
Trump’s claim was denied by
Delhiandstressedthattherewas
nodeparturefromIndia’sage-old
policy of not allowing any third
partyinIndia-Pakbilateralissues.
When the government de-

cided to revoke Article 370 in
August 2019, PakistanandChina
werethemostvocalintheircriti-
cism.NewDelhi reached out to
theinternationalcommunityand
stressedthatitwasan“internalaf-
fair”.
Modi’sdiplomaticoutreachto

theGulf countries, however, ap-
peared to have paid off, as even
theydidnotcriticiseIndia’smove
unequivocally.
Butastheweeksandmonths

passed bywith the detentions,
communication shutdown and
reports of protests, the interna-
tionaldiplomaticpatiencestarted
wearingthin.
InAugust,Modi’spresenceat

theG-7summitinFranceandthe
UStrip,whereTrumpjoinedhim
attheHowdyModievent,wasto
display firmness in the decision
on Kashmir, but slowly and
steadily,India’sdiplomaticgood-
willwasbeingquestioned.
It was evident in the US

Congressandtheadministration,
wherecallsforrespectingthehu-
man rights in Jammu and
Kashmir became louder with
eachpassingweek.
Mindfulofitssensitivenature

oftieswithBeijing,NewDelhilaid

out the red carpet to Chinese
PresidentXi Jinping for an infor-
mal summit atMahabalipuram
earlyOctober,butdidn’tyieldany
significantbreakthrough.
By early November, New

Delhi tookthecall tonot join the
RegionalComprehensiveEcono-
micPartnership(RCEP)anditwas
perceivedasprotectionistbythe
worldcommunity. Thegoodwill
chippedawayalittle,onceagain.
InDecember,when the gov-

ernment passedCAA, perceived
astargetingtheminorities, there

was considerable disquiet in the
diplomaticcommunity.Many in
the US Congress and European
Union’s Parliamentmembers—
from all sides of the aisle —
roundlycondemnedthemove.
By January, amonth into the

protests against CAA, the first
warning onCovid-19 came and
Indiafocussedonitsfightagainst
thedisease.InFebruary,however,
thegovernmentmanagedadiplo-
matic coupby getting Trump to
AhmedabadandDelhiforastand-
alone visit. Although riots broke
outinnortheastDelhiontheissue
ofCAAtowardstheendofhisvisit,
thevisit—initssymbolicvalue—
achieveditsdiplomaticgoal.
ByMarch, as the pandemic

spread,Indiareachedouttocoun-
triestosourceprotectivegear,and
testingkits,especiallyfromChina.
It supplied essentialmedicines
and earned some goodwill by
supplyingmedicines to combat
thepandemic.
Covid-19’s associationwith

Tablighi Jamaat, as it spread in
India, ledtosomediplomatically
uncomfortablemoments in the
Gulf.AsIndiansintheregionwere
found to be spreading
Islamophobicmessagesandgov-
ernments there noticed, Indian

diplomats had to publicly de-
nouncesuchcomments.
AsthefirstyearinModi’ssec-

ond termcomes to a close, New
Delhi is facedwithtensionalong
India-Chinaborder,wheretroops
areinastandoff forthelastthree
weeks. As diplomatic channels
are being worked, New Delhi
findsitselfonamuchmorediplo-
matically challenging environ-
mentthanitwasayearago.
Onemajortakeawayhasbeen

that Indian diplomacy has been
muchmoreaboutexplaining in-
ternalaffairs to the international
community,ratherthanpursuing
itsforeignpolicyagenda.Inanut-
shell,Modi2.0’sdomesticagenda
has shaped the foreign policy
agendaoverthelast365days.
AsIndiaandtheworldfacethe

Covid-19 pandemic,muchwill
dependonhowSouthBlockuses
itsdiplomaticcapital inthecom-
ingmonthstoregainsomeof the
lost ground.Oneof the first tests
willbeelectiontotheUNSecurity
Council’s non-permanentmem-
ber’sseat,howthecountrypriori-
tises its agenda for thenext two
years at UNSC and how it navi-
gatesthegeopoliticalturf.
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DIPLOMACY

PrimeMinisterNarendraModi inavideo-conferencewithchiefministers:battlingacrisis. PTI

ModiandXiatMahabalipuram:Nosignificantbreakthrough

A year of explaining internal affairs to the world

MODIGOVT
SECOND TERM

FIRST YEAR

Political capital spent on ideological
agenda, post-Covid road is long haul

DIPANKARGHOSE
NEWDELHI,MAY29

ITWAS June2016, and the skies
hadopened.Therewerehundreds
out in anopen field atMarwahi,
theJogis'boroughinChhattisgarh,
but theystayed, redplasticchairs
on topof their heads.As the rain
camedown,Ajit Jogi, in his now
signaturewheelchair,announced
theformationofhisnewparty.His
voicewasunclear, but thepoliti-
cian andoratorwas sharp, as al-
ways.“Eventheskieshaveblessed
us,” he said. The crowd shouted
back:“JaiChhattisgarh”.
For the 20 years that

Chhattisgarh has been in exis-
tence,Jogihasbeenatthecentre,in
onewayoranother,forallofthem.
ButonFriday,hebreathedhislast
at the age of 74, after 20days in
hospitalandthreecardiacarrests.
Born inBilaspur, Jogi studied

mechanical engineering in
Bhopal, winning a goldmedal,

and soonbecamean IAS officer,
going on to become District
Collector of Raipur. It was here
thathe is said tohave impressed
RajivGandhi, before joining the
Congress in 1986. He became a
two-timeRajya Sabhamember,
and fought the Lok Sabha elec-
tionsfromRaigarhin1998.
Righttotheveryend,despitea

bitter partingwith theCongress
in 2016, Jogiwould fondly recall
stories of Rajiv Gandhi, and his
own life in thepolitical corridors
of Delhi. As a spokesperson, he
wasapopularfaceonearlyIndian
news television, andoften spoke
of timeswhenhe andNarendra
Modi,whowasthenaBJPleader,
wouldbepickeduptogether ina
carfordebatesinthestudiolater.
In2000, asChhattisgarhwas

carved out ofMadhya Pradesh,
thereweremanycontenders for
thepostofChiefMinister, suchas
VidyaCharanShukla,MotilalVora
andNandKumarPatel.But itwas
Jogiwhotrumpedhispartyrivals

to thepost. AsChiefMinister, he
wasseenasanableadministrator,
andwithfinanceministerRamch-
andra SinghDeo, navigated the
youngstatethroughthetrickyearly
phase.However, Jogi alsomade
enemiesquicklyandwasaccused
ofbeingheavyhanded,leadingto
themoniker “Jogi raj”. In 2003,
when the statewent to its first
elections, the BJP pipped the
Congresstothepost.

Eventhen,Jogiremainedcen-
tral to the state's politics, and its
controversies.Hewasaccusedof
themurder of NCP leader Ram
Avtar Jaggi but acquitted due to
lackof sufficient grounds for the
charge.Then,inaLokSabhaelec-
tioninMahasamundin2014,Jogi
lost to theBJP’sChanduSahude-
spitetheballothaving11Chandu
Sahusascandidates.
Even as Jogi proudly called

himself the only tribal Chief
MinisterofChhattisgarh,making
hisrootsthecentreofhisstatepol-
itics, that toowasquestioned. In
August2019,agovernmentpanel
termed Jogi’s caste certificate as
fake,andthecaseisstill incourt.
Tragedywas never far away,

either. In 2000, his daughter
Anusha Jogi committed suicide,
andin2004,hewasinvolvedina
car accident that left him in a
wheelchairfortherestofhislife.
ACongressmanformostofhis

life,hisrelationshipwiththeparty,
especiallywithotherstateleaders
who were contenders for the
ChiefMinister’schair,deteriorated
rapidly.ManywithintheCongress
saidthatwhentheBJPwonthree
terms,itwasbecauseoftwopow-
erfulfactionswithintheCongress
—Jogiandtherest.In2013,when
thestateCongressleadershipwas
wiped out in aMaoist attack in
Darbha,manyfromthepartylaid
theblameon Jogi, an accusation
hestronglydenied.

Bythetimethe2018elections
camearound,Jogwasfightingfor
his political life, contesting from
Marwahi, and intending to be
kingmaker. It was a brand new
partyinabipolarstate.ButJogien-
suredthathispartywonfiveseats.
Observerssaidatthetimethathad
theresultshadbeenclose,andthe
BJPnotfacedawipeout,hewould
havebeenbackinthegovernment.
Overthepastfewmonths,with

deterioratinghealth, Jogihad re-
mained mostly at home, sur-
roundedbyanextensivelibrary,his
family thatheprotected fiercely,
andtwoGermanShepherddogs.
But his interest in the state’s

politicswasalwayskeen, andhe
wrotelettersoften.Hequestioned
theCongressgovernment,withhis
Chhattisgarh Janata Congress
emergingasalouderOppositionin
thepastyear.Hislastletterwason
May5,toPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi.Hisrequest:Theuseofchar-
teredflightstobringbackmigrant
workersstrandedinthelockdown.

AJIT JOGI I 1946-2020

Collector to Chief Minister, Chhattisgarh’s perennial politician

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,MAY29

TWO KASHMIRI youths have
beenbookedinAligarhfollowing
allegations that theywrote on
Facebook that they wanted
KashmirtobeapartofPakistan.
Police said the two are stu-

dents of Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU).Universityau-
thorities said thatwhile the two
were AMU students last year, it
needstobecheckedwhetherthey
enrolledinthecurrentsession.
ThecaseagainstSaqibRasool

Bhat and SheikhArfat has been
filed on the basis of a complaint
byDeepakSharmaAzad,whohas
identifiedhimself as aHindutva
leader andamemberof Akhand
BharatHinduSena.
ThecasewaslodgedatAtrauli

policestationonWednesdayun-
derIPCsections153-A(Promoting

enmitybetweendifferentgroups
ongroundsofreligion,race,place
ofbirth, residence, language,etc.,
and doing acts prejudicial to
maintenance of harmony) and
153-B (Imputations, assertions
prejudicial to national-integra-
tion).Thepolicehavealsoinvoked
the Information TechnologyAct
againsttheaccused.
SHODharmendra Singh said

thecomplainanthasalleged that
SaqibandSheikh,aspartofacons-
piracy,madeobjectionable com-
mentsonFacebookto incitepeo-
pleofaparticularcommunity. He
saidthetwoarenowinKashmir.
AMUpublic relations in-cha-

rgeMShafey Kidwai said Saqib
andSheikhwere students of the
universitylastyear,butitneedsto
be checked if they enrolled this
year. “As theuniversity is closed,
detailsareyettobeverified.Ifthey
are students, action would be
takenagainstthem,”saidKidwai.

2 Kashmir youths booked
over FB post in Aligarh

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

PROBING QUESTIONS
LOKSABHASpeakerOmBirla,whoiscurrentlyinthenational
capital,appearstobeutilisingthelockdownperiodeffectively.
In the last few days, he has hadmeetingswith officials and
staff fromdifferentdepartmentsinLokSabhasecretariat,and
askedseveralquestionsabout functioningof thesystemand
procedures.Evenseniorofficials, it is learnt, found itdifficult
to answer someof his questions. Birla also took suggestions
fromexperiencedofficials onways to improve the function-
ing of departments, and has given some fresh instructions.
Thiswasthefirsttimewhenapresidingofficertookoutsuch
anextensiveexercise, according toofficials.

GOING LOCAL
AFTERORDERINGparamilitarycanteenstobuyswadeshi,the
governmentwantsitsforcestohavedesiweaponsaswell.MoS
(Home)GKishanReddyonFridayheldameetingwithallchiefs
ofCentralArmedPoliceForcesandrepresentativesof17Indian
companies engaged inmanufacturing of arms, ammunition
andotherlogisticsfortheforcestofigureouthowthecountry's
dependenceonimportsforweaponsandammunitioncanbe
decreased. The companies, it is learnt, were asked howwell
andhowmuchtheycanprovidetoreduceimports.Reddycalls
itastep inthedirectionofmakinganAtmanirbharBharat.

ONLINE ADIEU
THEDELHIHighCourt organised a virtual farewell for Justice
SangitaDhingraSehgal.TheUniongovernmentacceptedJustice
Sehgal’s resignation earlier thismonth. She is set to join the
DelhiStateConsumerRedressalCommissionasitspresident.

MILINDGHATWAI
BHOPAL,MAY29

TWOMONTHS after coming to
power, the BJP government in
Madhya Pradesh has started a
move to reintroducedirect elec-
tions for thepost ofmayors and
chairpersons of smallermunici-
pal bodies by revoking thedeci-
sion taken by the previous
Congressgovernment.
TheKamalNath-ledCongress

governmenthadearlierpromul-
gated an ordinance to restore a
systemof indirect elections that
entailed councillors electing a
mayorinmunicipalcorporations
andchairpersonsinnagarpalikas
andnagarpanchayats.
Theordinanceundid the sys-

temthatprevailedduringtheBJP
regime, when voters cast two
votes—one for their councillor
andtheotherforthemayororthe
chairpersonofthenagarpalikaor
nagarparishad.
TheBJPhadwonall16mayoral

elections and amajority of the
chairpersons in378nagarpalikas
andnagarpanchayatsbelongedto
theparty.Thetermsofall16mun-
icipalcorporationsandmorethan
300otherbodieshaveexpired.
While the Congress govern-

ment had appointed officials to
run the affairs of themunicipal

bodieswhosetermshadexpired,
thecurrentShivrajSinghChouhan
government’splantoformadmin-
istrative committees tomanage
theiraffairshasnotgonethrough.
SourcestoldTheIndianExpress

onFridaythatthegovernmenthas
initiatedamovetogobacktothe
systemof direct elections. A BJP
leader said theCongress govern-
ment favoured indirect elections
becauseitwassureof tastingde-
featindirectelections.
“Afterwinningthe2018Asse-

mblyelections, theCongress lost
badlyinthe2019generalelections.
Apart fromthepopularity of the
PrimeMinister,whatcontributed
to theCongress’s defeatwasvot-
ers’ unhappiness over its rule of
fewmonths,’’theBJPleadersaid.
Congress leader Bhupendra

Gupta said indirect elections are
held for the posts ofmayor and
chairpersonsofsmallermunicipal
bodies inamajorityof states. “In
the parliamentary democracy
practised in the country,MLAs
elect the chiefminister andMPs
electthePrimeMinister.Thesame
shouldbe the case inmunicipal
bodies.Inbiggermunicipalcorpo-
rations, direct elections lead to
conflictsbetweenthemayorand
councillorsbecausepoweriscon-
centrated in the former’s hands.
Whenelectedbycouncillors, the
mayortakescareofeachward.’’

Chouhan govt set to
reintroduce direct
mayoral polls in MP
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MR MEHTA’S LECTURE
SolicitorGeneral’shectoringandbullyingneedtobecalledout

—bythecourt too.That's judicial independence

S
OLICITORGENERAL TUSHARMehta’s grandstanding in the country’s apex
courtonThursdaycrossedseveral lines.First, thelineofpropriety.Unlikethe
AttorneyGeneral, theSG isnot a constitutionalbut a statutoryauthority;he
appearsonbehalfofthegovernmentincourt.Yet,onadaywhenthecountry’s
highestcourt finally, if belatedly,questionedtheCentreandthestatesonthe

plightofstrandedmigrantworkers,ittakesaparticularlyblindandblatantpartisanship,apart
fromamoral obtuseness, to question, instead, the commitment and credentials of those
whoarepointing to theunfolding tragedyandcalling forurgent redressandaccountabil-
ity. InMehta’soverwroughtrhetoric, theyare“prophetsofdoom”who“onlyspreadnega-
tivity,negativityandnegativity”,andwhoare“notshowinganycourtesytothenation”.He
contrastedthemwithministers“workingovernight”.Mehtaalsospokeof“thevultureand
a panic-stricken child”— evoking the image captured by SouthAfrican photojournalist
KevinCarter inSudan,which, intheearly ‘90s, sparkedadebateonthejournalist’sprofes-
sionalandpersonalresponsibility,thedividinglinesthatcanblurorgreyinchallengingsit-
uations.Whilethatdebateisanimportantone,anditgoeson,Mehta’sattempttohanghis
ownnarrowrageonitmisfirescompletely.Thefact is that it is thejournalists’ focusonthe
arduoustrekofthemigrants,astheyattempttogobackhome,havinglosttheirjobsandwith
noresourcestofallbackon,thathasmadetheirplightvisibleandcompelledthegovernment,
andnowtheCourt, to respond.The factalso is thatMehtahadstood incourtonMarch31
andmadethemisleadingclaimthattherearenomoremigrantsontheroad.
Mehta crossed yet another linewhenhe sought to lecture to the imagined enemies

and critics of government, and to the apex court itself, on themeaning of judicial inde-
pendence—“Forthem,Lordshipsareneutralonlyifyouabusetheexecutive”.Somehigh
courts,hesaid“arerunningaparallelgovernment”.The latterwasanallusiontothefact
that high courts have seemedmore outspoken about thehumanitarian toll of the pan-
demicandtheresponsetoit.Asthisnewspaperreportstoday,asmanyas19HighCourts
across the countryhavebeenpushing andprodding officialdom towards redressal and
relief for themostvulnerableduringthepandemic. Is thesecondhighest lawofficer ina
countrythatprides itself for thenoiseof itsdemocracyreallysuggestingthat, inapublic
healthemergency,anycriticismofthegovernment,fromactivists, journalists,Opposition,
andcourts, isunwelcome?IshetryingtopittheSupremeCourtagainstthehighcourts?
Of course, therewillalwaysbesomeintheBaror inthePILcottage industrywhogive

outintegritycertificatestothejudiciaryandquicklytakethemback,dependingonwhich
wayaparticular verdict goes. But it's abit rich forMehta, as counsel for thegovernment,
tolecturethebench—andtheworld—onwhatjudicialindependenceshouldmean.There
isaquestion, too, for theSupremeCourt.TheSG’soutburstdrawsattentiontotheSC’ssi-
lence. Itwouldbeunfortunate, indeed, if theSG’sunwiseandmean-spiritedexuberance
isallowedtobeseento, insomeway,or inanyway,beendorsedbythehighestcourt.

WHEN CRISES COME
Countryneeds toevolvewell-roundedprotocols formanaging
disasters,not lookat themasonlyadministrativeproblems

O
NTUESDAY, ASSAM’S HealthMinister Himanta Biswa Sarma report-
edly said that “itwouldbewiser for thepeoplewhoare strandedout-
side the state to returnby June10 so that the state could shift its focus
tofloodmanagement”.Hewasreferringtothedualchallengethestate
has been confrontedwith since last week. Assam has amuch lower

caseload compared tomost states. Butwithmigrants returning, the number of COVID
positivepeople in the statehas almostdoubled in less thanaweek.At the same time, it
experienced its first wave of flash floods last week. Triggered by the cyclone Amphan,
the floodshaveaffected fivedistricts. The situationdriveshome theurgencyof framing
protocolsandcreating institutions todealwithmultipleemergencies simultaneously.
Epidemiologistsandpolicy-makersnowagreethatthenovelcoronavirusisheretostay

tillthereisavaccineorpeopledevelopherdimmunity.Meanwhile,societieswillcontinue
tobeconfrontedwithdroughts, floodsandweathervagaries. Insomepartsof thecountry,
theresponseofthedisastermechanismstosuchexigencieshasbeencompromisedbythe
imperativeof dealingwith thepandemic. Lastweek, for instance,whencycloneAmphan
hitWestBengalandOdisha,thetwostatesevacuatedabout5lakhpeople.Innormaltimes,
thiswouldhavebeenhailedasafeatindisastermanagement.However,sincethetwostate
governmentsalsohadtoensuresocialdistancing,theyfellshortofcyclonereliefcentres.Such
challengesare likelyto increasewiththeonsetofmonsoon—synchronisingfloodcontrol
andreliefwithCOVIDcontainmentmeasureswillbeatest forseveralstategovernments.
TheCentreusedtheDisasterManagementAct(DMA),2005tonotifytheCOVID-19pan-

demicasa“disaster”.Enactedafterthetsunamiof2004,theActdoesnotmentionapublic
healthemergency.Acriticismof theDMAis that it looksatdisasters fromanadministra-
tive and lawandorder perspective, anddoes not underline their humanitarian aspect. It
talksofmitigatingthe“hardshipof thecommunity”butstopsshortof involvingnon-state
actors indisasterrelief operations.At thesametime, thesuccesses inCOVIDcontainment
—inKerala,Odisha,partsofRajasthan—owemuchtocivilsocietyinvolvement.Thesalience
of such initiativescannotbeoverstated.Thecountryrequiresprotocols to involvecivil so-
ciety inmyriadpost-COVID roles— fromalleviating the stress ofmigrants and arranging
quarantinetoorganisingfloodrelief.

ART AND ARTIFICE
Thesingularityseemstobecloser thanwasreckoned,asan
artificial intelligence takesofficeasanartcurator inBucharest

P
RACTITIONERS INTHEarts labour under themisapprehension that thehu-
manfactorofcreativitywouldshieldthemfromthedepredationsofartificial
intelligence. It is assumed that likemachines freedus fromphysical labour,
machineintelligencewouldridusofintellectualchores.Theywouldputpro-
ductionlineworkers,bookkeepers,banktellersandinventorymanagersout

ofwork,butnovelistsandartists,andthemarketingnetworkswhichhavedevelopedaround
theirproducts,wouldbeunharmed.
Not so, it appears. A computer at Stanfordwhichhas digested the completeworks of

Shakespearedoesalmostpassableknockoffs. In2018,aneuralnetworkwentonajourney
acrossAmericaandwroteadigitalequivalentofJackKerouac’sBeatclassicOntheRoad.The
1957originalwasstrangeenough.But1theRoad,writtenbyacomputersystem,isstranger
still,dependingonliterarydevicesthatthehumanmindfindsperplexing, likeGPSdata.
An AI developed in Vienna is nowdebuting in the art business, andwill curate the

BucharestBiennale. Jarvis,namedforthearchetypalbutler,will thematicallyselectworks
fromthedatabasesof galleriesand institutions, anddisplay theminvirtual reality.Butan
AI isonlyasgoodasthedatasets it is fed .Let’s suppose Jarvis is lookingforportraiture, se-
lectsVermeer’shauntingGirlwithaPearlEarring,erroneouslysupposesthatearringsarees-
sential to the form, andunearths the awful portraits of bejewellednobility lurking in the
statelyhomesofEurope.Atthatpoint, likeagodfromthemachine,ahumanmuststepin.

SoumyaKanti Ghosh and PulakGhosh

Overhaul legislation, imaginativelyuseexistingwelfare
frameworks, toprovidesupportandrelief tomigrants

INDIA’SCOVID-19STRATEGYofcontainment
wasderailedwhentheannouncementofthe
nationallockdownresultedinmillionsofmi-
grant labourersdeciding to leave theirplace
ofworkandtravelbacktotheirplaceof resi-
dence. The process of convincing labour to
staywheretheywerehasmetwithminimal
success. In a countrywheremigrants are an
importantpartofeconomicactivity,thepres-
ent crisis ismore than just a humanitarian
crisis.
AccordingtoCensus2011,therewere454

millionmigrantsinIndia—doublingoverthe
1991-2011 period. Notably, the acceleration
ofmigrationwasparticularlypronouncedfor
females,increasingatnearlytwicetherateof
malemigration—asignificantpartof itbeing
formarriage.Thepercentageshareofpeople
migratingforworkandbusinesshasactually
declined. The share of urban-to-urbanmi-
grantshasrisenovertheyears,indicatingthat
inter-urbanmobilityisagrowingphenome-
non. Further, the proportion of short-term
migrants ismuch lower than long-termmi-
grants.After2011,estimatesintheEconomic
SurveyindicatedthatmigrationwithinIndia
continuedtoincreasemanifoldandonaver-
age,migrationwithin states is around four
timesthatacrossstates.Thusthesuspension
of interstatetransportationandinter-district
transportationwasabigblowtothemigrant
population.
Intermsofemployment,theoccupational

profile of short-termmigrants is different
from that of long-termmigrants as they are
more engaged in construction activities.
However, it seemsthattheCOVIDcrisismay
havealsoresultedinlong-termmigrantsgo-
ingbacktotheirhomes.
Thescaleofthecrisishadtobeaddressed.

Accordingly,thecentralgovernmenthasper-
mittedstategovernmentstoutilisetheState
DisasterResponseFund(SDRF)forsettingup
shelters formigrants and providing them
food. TheCentrehas also releasedRs11,000
crore of its contribution in advance to all
statesonApril3toaugmentthefundsintheir
SDRF. Additionally, the disbursal of the
RevolvingFund (RF) to self-helpgroupswas
on-boardedonthePAiSAPortalinApril2020
on a pilot basis in Gujarat and is nowbeing
rolledoutacrossall thestates.

States/UTshavenowbeenadvisedtopro-
videworktothemigrantworkersgoingback
home. The governmentwill also allocate an
additionalRs40,000croreunderMGNREGA
toprovidework.Thismeasurewillhelpgen-
eratenearly300crorepersondaysintotaland
create a large number of durable and liveli-
hoodassets,includingwaterconservationas-
sets. However, there has to be a permanent
andlastingsolutiontothisproblemofmigra-
tion.Fortunately,the2017reportbythework-
ing group on migration constituted by
Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty
Alleviation,providessolutions,someofwhich
couldbequicklyimplementedwhiletherest
could be carried out over a pre-defined pe-
riod.Sowhatarethesesteps?
First,thereisaneedtoreorientthework-

ing of the ConstructionWorkersWelfare
Board(CWWB)ineachstate.TheCWWBpro-
vides social security to migrant workers.
However, the funds' utilisation (ignoring in-
terstatevariation)islow,at21percent.Based
on the records availablewith the CWWBof
major states,where the influxofmigrants is
themaximum,theCentrecantransferafixed
monthlyamount for thenext threemonths.
SomestateslikeMaharashtrahavegivenone-
timepaymenttosuchworkers.
Second,acomprehensivedatabaseofmi-

grantworkersneedstobepreparedonawar
footingtoestablishasystemakintoJAM.The
immediate starting point could be theMN-
REGAenrollmentsthis fiscalyear,whichcan
becomparedtolastyearrollsandnewaddi-
tions could be treated asmigrant labourers.
This is not a full-proof systembut a starting
point. The PMJDY can also be extensively
leveragedtofindouttheremittancetransfers
fromsource todestination. Suchremittance
transferscouldbe juxtaposedagainst the54
districts(2017report)thatexhibitahighlevel
of inter-stateout-migration intensity.
Evenasthisexercisegetsunderway,inthe

mediumtermwecanthinkofanalternative
as the2017 report suggests. Even today,mi-
grantswhoareregisteredtoclaimaccesstoa
number of legal and other entitlements at
their source locations, lose access to these
benefits uponmigrating to a different loca-
tionbecauseof lackof digitisation.With the
countrynowmovingtowardstheOneNation

OneRationCard,all therespectivestategov-
ernmentscanstartworking inunisontoen-
sure theuseof such ration cards for extend-
ingallbenefitsother thanPDS.Portabilityof
foodsecurityshouldbethefirststeptowards
portabilityofhealthcare,educationbenefits.
A basic social security framework for mi-
grants,preferablythroughasimpleinterstate
self-registrationprocessthatcanbeauthen-
ticatedthroughSMSs,canbedeveloped.This
could be enhanced to includemigrant chil-
dren in the annualwork plans of the Sarva
ShikshaAbhiyan.Migrantscanalsohaveun-
restrictedaccess toskillprogrammes.
Contrary to international evidence, in

India, language doesn’t seem tomatter in
termsofmigration.Thus, statesmustputan
end to restrictive domicile provisions for
working indifferentstates.
TheWorkingGroup also recommended

thatstatesconsidertheutilisationofCWWB
funds towards the provision of housing for
migrantworkersinconstructionandrelated
industries. In light of the announcement by
thegovernmenton launchinga schemeun-
derPMJAYforthemigrantlabour/urbanpoor
toprovideeaseof livingatanaffordablerent,
optimal utilisation of these funds should be
consideredover themediumterm.
The time has now come for a complete

overhaul of obsolete legislation regulating
migrant labour in India. For example, in the
Inter-State Migrant Workers Act 1979
(ISMWA), the inter-statemigrant has tomi-
grate througha contractor. Such laws create
a serious challenge in extending stable em-
ployment and social securitynets to this set
ofworkers.Whatisthusneededisaclearar-
ticulation of a national policy of migrant
labour inthiseraofdigital technology.
Wealsobelieve thatwithsomanysocial

programmesrunninginthecountry,thegov-
ernment should now create a comprehen-
sive database, drawing on the databases of
AyushmanBharat,PM-KISAN,PMJDY,PMUY
andMUDRA for future socialwelfare initia-
tives.

KantiGhosh isgroupchiefeconomicadvisor,
StateBankof India,Ghosh isprofessor, IIM

Bangalore.SaketHishikarcontributedtothis
article.Viewsarepersonal

A comprehensive database
of migrant workers needs to
be prepared on a war footing
to establish a system akin to
JAM. The immediate
starting point could be the
MNREGA enrollments this
fiscal year, which can be
compared to last year rolls
and new additions could be
treated as migrant labourers.
This is not a full-proof
system, but a starting point.
The PMJDY can also be
extensively leveraged to find
out the remittance transfers
from source to destination.
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WORDLYWISE
Everyartistwas firstanamateur.

— RALPH WALDO EMERSONTHEEDITORIALPAGE

KhaledAhmed

A REASON TO HOLD BACK
Delhi isunlikely toopt foranescalationwithChinathataffects itseconomy

INDIANANDCHINESE troops have “pushed
each other around” on the Line of Actual
Control(LAC)inLadakh,raisinginternational
alarm.Underpressurefrommissilefireonits
ownLACwithIndia,Pakistanmadepublicits
hostilitybygettingitsmilitaryexpertstopre-
dict India’shumiliationat thehandsof a“su-
periorpower”.
Butjudgingfromitspastmodusoperandi,

warisnotgoingtobeIndia’soption—norany
formofescalationthatwillaffectitseconomy.
This iswhere Indiaactsdifferently:Noknee-
jerk reaction thatwill lead to thekindofwar
thatbrokeout in1962.UnlikePakistan’spre-
dictablereactionofbreakingoffcross-border
trade—asitdidin2019afterthePulwamain-
cident— India became a significant trading
partner with China touching a reported
turnoverof$89billionin2018.
ThecountryPrimeMinisterNarendraModi

courted themost after he came toofficewas
China—despite border incidents— andhe
conductedhighly publicisedmeetingswith
theChinese leader, Xi Jinping.Modiwasnot
hostile towardsPakistan tobeginwitheither
andpaida “private” visit to Lahore in2015 to
seeafriendlyPakistaniprimeminister,Nawaz
Sharif.Thevisit,unfortunately, foreclosedthe
latter’sousterfrompowerinthe“rigged”elec-
tionof 2018.All this after thegenuine Indian
grievanceover theMumbai attacks, and the
subsequentbadly-handledtrialoftheculprits

inPakistan.
Despite signals from President Donald

Trump inWashington, India is not going to
stepintothewarofa“geostrategicresponse”
to China in South and Southeast Asiawhere
China is seen flexing its military muscle.
Europeseems tobegoingalongwithTrump
andAustralia,actuallyswallowedthebait,crit-
icisingChinaoverCOVID-19.Theresult:Ithas
sufferedamajortradereversalatthehandsof
its largest trading partner. Both China and
IndiaaremajorpowersintheGulfregionand
don’t need to confront each other, either in
Afghanistan-PakistanortheIran-Arabregion.
IntheGulf,theUnitedArabEmirates(UAE)

is the third-largest trade partner for India,
worthnearly$100billion,whileSaudiArabia
isfourth-largestwith$57billionin2018.China
tradestothetuneof$167billionwiththeGulf
statesand, togetherwith India, hasemerged
as a significant political “alternative” after
Trumpwithdraws from theGulf. Of the 28
million foreignworkers intheGulf, Indiahas
the largest number followedbyBangladesh
andPakistan—itsmanpowerbeingsuperior
inqualitytotheworkerssentbyothers.
HowhavetheArabsandIraniansreacted

tothedevelopmentsinIndia,whichaffectthe
lives of Muslims?Note the lack of reaction
fromSaudi Arabia and theUAE after India’s
“annexation”of “disputed”Kashmir in2019,
andtheenforcementofconditionsof“citizen-

ship confirmation” ofMuslims in India (also
note the absence of Arab reaction to China’s
incarcerationofUighurMuslims).BothChina
andIndiahaveemergedasbigregionalpow-
ers,making it possible for the neighbours to
establishtradeequationswiththem.Pakistan
maybetheonethathasnotrationaliseditsre-
lationshipwithIndia,but Iranclearlyhas.
PMImranKhandidbeginbyannouncing

thathewouldliketohavetraderelationswith
India,andpossiblyalsodidsomelateralthink-
ing about India’s desire for a trade route to
Afghanistan through Pakistan. Since
Afghanistan is included in the SAARC, the
traderoutewouldhavebeenquitenaturaland
beneficialtoPakistan.ButPakistanstillhadto
learn its lessons. India opened theChabahar
port route for Indian trade going to
Afghanistan, and onwards to Central Asia.
IndiatradedwithIrantothetuneof41billion
Indian rupees in 2019, running parallel to
China—Iran’s largesttradingpartner.
India’spositioninSouthAsiaandtheGulf

has gained acknowledgement because of its
economy—notetheArab investmentwhich
has gone to India instead of Pakistan— and
Chinaisaperipheralchallengerintheregion,
inadditiontobeingoneof itsbiggest trading
partners.

Thewriter isconsultingeditor,
NewsweekPakistan

Despite signals from
President Donald Trump in
Washington, India is not
going to step into the war of a
‘geostrategic response’ to
China in South and
Southeast Asia where China
is seen flexing its military
muscle. Europe seems to be
going along with Trump and
Australia actually swallowed
the bait, criticising China
over COVID-19.

ASSAM ULTIMATUM
THEGOVERNMENTOFAssamhasgivenan
ultimatumtonine leadersof theAll-Assam
Students Union including its president,
Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, and the acting
general secretary,BharatNarah, to surren-
der to theauthoritieswithin15daysor face
imprisonmentor fine. ThreeAASU leaders
havegoneundergroundevadingarrest for
which warrants have been issued under
thePreventiveDetentionOrdinance,1980.
With this ultimatum to AASU leaders, the
chancesof theresumptionof adialoguebe-
tween the government and leaders of the
currentmovement on the issue of foreign
nationals further receded today.

IMPHAL TENSE
CURFEW-BOUNDIMPHAL,Atownof60,000
people,wasdesertedandtense.Alltheoffices
and bazars remained closed and the state
transport did not operate but for a skeleton
service toKohimaearlymorning. Para-mili-
taryforceswereputonpost-and-patrolinthe
streets and localities. Therewas no official
word on relaxation of the round-the- clock
curfew,whichwasimposedat4:30p.myes-
terdayafter tensions rosehigh in the capital
over the death of a woman demonstrator
whofelldownfromapolicetruck,whichwas
crowdedwithwomen activists demanding
thewithdrawalofthearmycombingagainst
insurgents inManipur.

UDIT SHARMA KILLED
UDIT NARAIN SHARMA, 72-year-old for-
mer minister and Janata Party candidate
from Jehanabad constituency in Fatehpur
district,wasshotdeadandoneof his com-
panions and a driver were injured last
night. While Sharma died on the spot, his
companion, Shankar Singh, and thedriver
were rushed to thehospital. Election from
Jehanabadconstituencyhasbeencounter-
manded. This is the third election to be so
put off. Earlier elections from Sikandara
Rao constituency in Aligarh district and
Patiali inEtahdistrictwerecountermanded
following themurder of two independent
candidates.
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These men (strong leaders) have sold a cult of strength that mocks and
dismisses the weak, yet are too feeble to shoulder the burden of responsibility.
They use their power to protect not their countries but themselves.”

— THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Many feared that India will
become a problem for the
world when corona hits it.
But today, through sheer
confidence and resilience,
you have transformed the
way the world looks at us.
You have proven that the
collective strength and
potential of Indians is
unparalleled, compared even
to the powerful and
prosperous countries. Be it
clapping and lighting a lamp
to the honouring of Corona
Warriors by India's armed
forces, janata curfew or by
faithful adherence to rules
during the nationwide
lockdown, on every occasion
you have shown that Ek
Bharat is the guarantee for
Shrestha Bharat.

You, The People Law that
produces losers
Covidcrisisoffers roomtoerase thresholdsof
IndustrialDisputesAct thatadverselyaffectboth

workersandemployers

The signature image of the lockdown is of
millions of raggedpeople stranded on the
highways.Holdtightontothat image, for it
will also tell youwhat to do in post-lock-
downtimes.Theremedyislookingusinthe
eyeandweshouldnot let itstareusdown.
Whatmakes such a visualmoving, in

morewaysthanone,isthatthoseinthepic-
ture belong to the category of the instant
destitute. It just took aweekor twoof job-
lessnesstodrivetheseworkerstodespair—
theireconomicbodymassindexisthatlow.
Supply and demand economics speak in
tonguesthatareremote;theydon’trespond
directly to the visual shock of this image.
Whatmade somanymigrants suddenly
long for their village, the very place they
werehappytoleavejustashorttimeago?
TheanswerliesinourIndustrialDisputes

Act (IDA), themotherboard of our labour
laws,whichhasencouragedshort-termem-
ployment,lowskillsandzerosecurity.Itdid
this by setting up thresholdswhich disin-
centivisedlong-termcommitmentofwork-
ers to entrepreneurs and vice versa. It also
kept firmsinformalandunwillingto invest
inhumancapital.Thisiswhywhenthelock-
downhappened, that image on the high-
ways played out like a spontaneous,
macabre, flashdance.
How exactly did the thresholds in the

IDAaccomplishthis?Wecancuttothechase
andgo toChapterV-Bof the IDA,where its
coreprovisionsarestatedalmost “mantra-
like. There are three thresholdswhich are
absolutelypivotal:Hiremorethan99work-
ers, andyouwillhave tonotify thegovern-
ment before you can fire any one of them.
Hiremorethan20andyouopenyourselfup
toprovidentfundcommitmentsandbonus
payments.Finally,theultimatethreshold:If
youwant to denyworkers severance pay,
never keep them continuously employed
formorethan240days.
GiventheseprovisionsintheIDA,itwill

need either a foolish entrepreneur or one
with extraordinary courage to hiremore
than99workersforover240days.Thenon-
exceptional employers, that constitute the
majority, are naturally tempted to observe
thesethresholdsandduckundertheradar.
This ismade easier by the fact that these
thresholdsmeshwellwiththefearthatthe
middle-class— and upwards—have of a
working-classtakeover.
As a result, these thresholds have only

encouragedtheinformalsector,whereboth
unregisteredlabourandunregisteredentre-
preneurs dominate. Since there are con-
straintsonboththeworkforcesizeanddu-
rationof employment, upskilling andR&D
naturally become early casualties. India

spendsonly0.7per centof itsGDP inR&D,
oneof the lowest intheworld,whileSouth
Koreaspends4.2percent.
Notsurprising,then,thattheIDAhascre-

atedaperfectstorm. Ithas ledtotheprolif-
erationofinformalenterprisesandlow-skill
workers. Inthefirst15yearsof thiscentury
itself,overhalftheincreaseintotalemploy-
menthasbeenthatofcontractworkers.This
hasalsoledtoaphenomenalriseinMSMEs
astheIDAhasspookedentrepreneursfrom
harbouring any ambitions to growbig and
formal.TheMSMEshave,consequently, in-
creased in number from3.6 crore units in
2012toaboutsixcroretoday.
Sadly,over94percentofMSMEsarein

themicro sector and their contribution to
GDP is just not measuring up. In 2012,
MSMEs produced 37.54 per cent of our
GDP,butthisnumberfellto30.7percentin
2015, and in 2019 it decreased further to
29.7 per cent, though they are still work-
ing full throttle. Yet, the lure to stayon the
goodsideof the IDA thresholds is so com-
pelling that even formal units are today
outsourcing from the informal ones. Over
time, the IDAhassucceeded inconverting
a large number of organised sector com-
paniesintostrange,hybrideconomiccrea-
tures, both fishyand foul.
Intheultimateanalysis,theIDAdoesnot

producewinners, only losers. Theworkers
remain skill-stunted and insecure, and the
entrepreneurs,too,pullbackfromreleasing
theirmuch-vaunted “animal spirits”.Now,
imagineadifferentscenariowithouttheIDA
thresholds.Underthisaltereddispensation,
everyworker—regardlessof factorysize—
isentitledtothesamerights.Likewise,every
employer,regardlessoffactorysize,canhire
andfireworkers.
Theoutlookchangesdramatically.There

is greater freedomon both sides, but this
freedomcomeswith a price that does not
discourage either size or skills in an enter-
prise.Theworkercannowbefiredwithout
notifyingthegovernment,butmustbecom-
pensatedwithseverancewages,regardless
ofthesizeofthefirm.Also,unliketheIDA,all
the firmsmusthavea formaldispute reso-
lutionboard.
Now that the enterprises have been

freed of the size threshold, entrepreneurs
get no advantage in dwarfing their firms.
Other reforms can soon follow, such as al-
lowing for workers’ representation in a
firm’s supervisory board, as it happens in
Germany.Measures such as these create
trust between employees and employers,
andalsoremovethethreateningspectreof
aworking-classstrike.Wehavetofreeour-
selvesfromthatpsychologicalcornerbefore
thenext epidemic strikes, else themigrant
workerswillbeonthestreetsagain.
Speakingofhealth, Indiahasanoppor-

tunity here. The lockdown has etherised
our economy and this is the right time to
strike surgically. The IDA thresholdsmust
goandnotbemerelyfiddledwith,assome
stateshavedone.
Weneeda specialistwith a scalpel, not

anurchinkickingthecandowntheroad.

Thewriter isaDelhi-basedsociologist

MyfellowIndian,

THISDAY LAST year began a golden chapter
in thehistoryof Indiandemocracy. Itwasaf-
ter several decades that the people of the
country voted back a full-termgovernment
withafullmajority.
Onceagain,Ibowtothe130crorepeopleof

Indiaandthedemocraticethosofournation.
Your affection, goodwill and active coopera-
tionhavegivennewenergy,andinspiration.
Duringnormal times, Iwould have been

inyourmidst.However, thepresent circum-
stancesdonotpermitthat.That iswhyIseek
yourblessingsthroughthis letter.
Back in 2014, the people of the country

votedforasubstantivetransformation.Inthe
lastfiveyears,thenationsawhowtheadmin-
istrativeapparatusbrokeitself freeofthesta-
tusquoandfromtheswampofcorruptionas
well asmisgovernance. True to the spirit of
“Antyodaya”, the lives ofmillions have been
transformed. From 2014 to 2019, India’s
stature rose significantly. The dignity of the
poorwas enhanced. The nation achieved fi-
nancialinclusion,freegasandelectricitycon-
nections,totalsanitationcoverage,andmade
progresstowardsensuring“HousingforAll”.
India demonstrated its mettle through

thesurgicalstrikeandairstrike.Atthesame
time, decades-old demands such as OROP,
OneNationOneTaxandbetterMSPforfarm-
erswere fulfilled.
In 2019, the people of India voted not

merely for continuity but alsowith a dream
—of taking India tonewheights. Adreamof
makingIndiaaglobal leader.
Today, 130crorepeople feel involvedand

integratedinthedevelopmenttrajectoryofthe
nation.ThelightofJanShaktiandRashtraShakti
hasignitedthenation.Poweredbythemantra
of Sabka Saath, SabkaVikas, SabkaVishwas,
Indiaismarchingforwardinallspheres.
My fellow Indians, in the last one year,

someofthedecisionswerewidelydiscussed
andremainetchedinpublicdiscourse.
ThedecisiononArticle370 furthered the

spiritofnationalunityandintegration.TheRam
Mandir judgment, deliveredunanimouslyby
theSupremeCourtofIndia,broughtanamica-
bleendtoadebatepersistingforcenturies.The
barbaricpracticeofTripleTalaqhasbeencon-
finedtothedustbinofhistory.Theamendment
to the CitizenshipActwas an expression of
India’scompassionandspiritof inclusiveness.
Buttherehavebeenmanyotherdecisions

that have addedmomentum to thenation’s
developmenttrajectory.
The creation of the post of the Chief of

DefenceStaffwasalongpendingreformthat
hasimprovedcoordinationamongthearmed
forces.Atthesametime,Indiahassteppedup
preparationsforMissionGaganyaan.
Empowering the poor, farmers, women

andyouthhasremainedourpriority.
PMKisanSammanNidhinowincludesall

farmers.Injustoneyear,morethanRs72,000
crore has been deposited in the accounts of
over 9 crore 50 lakh farmers. The Jal Jeevan
Missionwillensuresupplyofpotabledrinking
water throughpiped connections to over 15
croreruralhouseholds.
Ahugecampaignoffreevaccinationisbe-

ingconductedforbetterhealthofour50crore
livestock.
For the first time inour country’shistory,

farmers, farm labourers, small shopkeepers
andworkersintheunorganisedsectorareas-
sured theprovisionof regularmonthly pen-
sionofRs3,000aftertheageof60.
Besidesthefacilityof availingbankloans,

aseparatedepartmenthasalsobeencreated

for fishermen. Several other decisions have
beentakentostrengthenthefisheriessector.
Thiswillboosttheblueeconomy.
Similarly,ithasbeendecidedtoconstitute

aVyapariKalyanBoardforthetimelyresolu-
tionoftheproblemsoftraders.Ahigherquan-
tumof financial assistance isbeingprovided
tomorethansevencrorewomenattachedto
self-helpgroups.Recently,loanswithoutguar-
anteeforself-helpgroupshavebeendoubled
to20lakhfrom10lakh.
Keeping inmind the education of tribal

children,wehave begun the construction of
more than 400 new Ekalavya Model
ResidentialSchools.
Several people-friendly laws have been

usheredinduringthelastyear.OurParliament
has broken the decades-old record in terms
of productivity.Asa result,whether it be the
ConsumerProtectionAct,theamendmentto
Chit Fund Lawor laws to providemore pro-
tectiontowomen,childrenandDivyang,their
passageintheParliamentwasexpedited.
Asaresultof thepoliciesanddecisionsof

thegovernment,therural-urbangapisshrink-
ing. For the first time, the number of rural
Indiansusinginternetis10percentmorethan
thenumberofurbanIndians.
The list of suchhistoric actions anddeci-

sions taken innational interestwouldbe too
longtodetail inthis letter.But Imustsaythat
every day of this year,my government has
workedroundtheclockwithfullvigour, tak-
ingandimplementingthesedecisions.
My fellow Indians, asweweremoving

ahead at fast pace in the fulfilment of hopes
andaspirationsofourcountrymen, thecoro-
navirus global pandemic engulfedour coun-
tryaswell.Whileontheonehandarepowers
with great economic resources and state-of-
the-arthealthcaresystems,ontheotherhand
isourcountrybesiegedwithproblemsamidst
avastpopulationandlimitedresources.
ManyfearedthatIndiawillbecomeaprob-

lemfortheworldwhencoronahitsit.Buttoday,
throughsheer confidenceandresilience, you
have transformedtheway theworld looksat
us.Youhaveproventhatthecollectivestrength
andpotential of Indians isunparalleled, com-
pared even to thepowerful andprosperous
countries.Beitclappingandlightingalampto
thehonouringof CoronaWarriors by India's
armed forces, janatacurfeworby faithful ad-
herence to rulesduring thenationwide lock-
down,oneveryoccasionyouhaveshownthat
EkBharatistheguaranteeforShresthaBharat.
Inacrisisofthismagnitude,itcancertainly

notbeclaimedthatnoonesufferedanyincon-
venienceordiscomfort.Ourlabourers,migrant
workers,artisansandcraftsmeninsmall-scale
industries, hawkersandsuch fellowcountry-
menhaveundergonetremendoussuffering.
However,wehavetotakecaretoensurethat

the inconveniencesweare facingdonot turn
intodisasters.Hence, it is very important for
everyIndiantofollowall rulesandguidelines.
We have displayed patience so far andwe
shouldcontinuetodoso.Thisisoneoftheim-
portant reasons for Indiabeing safer and ina
betterstatethanmanyothercountries.Thisisa
longbattlebutwehavestarted traversing the

pathtovictory,andvictoryisourcollectivere-
solve.
In the last fewdays, a super cyclone has

wreaked havoc in parts ofWest Bengal and
Odisha.Here,too,theresilienceofthepeople
of these states is noteworthy. Their courage
inspiresthepeopleof India.
Dearfriends,atsuchatime,thereisalsoa

widespreaddebateonhowtheeconomiesof
various countries, including India’s, will re-
cover.However, given theway Indiahassur-
prisedtheworldwithitsunityandresolvein
the fight against coronavirus, there is a firm
belief thatwewillalsosetanexampleineco-
nomic revival. In the economic domain,
throughtheirstrength,130croreIndianscan
notonlysurprisetheworldbutalsoinspireit.
Itistheneedofthehourthatwemustbe-

come self-reliant.Wehave tomove forward
based on our ownabilities, in our ownway,
and there is only one way to do it —
AatmanirbharBharatorSelf-reliant India.
TherecentRs20lakhcrorepackagegiven

forAatmanirbhar BharatAbhiyan is amajor
stepinthisdirection.This initiativewillusher
inaneweraofopportunitiesforeveryIndian,
beitourfarmers,workers,smallentrepreneurs
oryouthassociatedwithstartups.Thefragra-
nceof Indian soil alongwith the sweat, hard
workandtalentofourworkerswillcreatepro-
ducts thatwill reduce India’sdependenceon
importsandwillmovetowardsself-reliance.
Dear friends, inthis journeyof thelastsix

years, you have continuously showeredme
withloveandblessings.
Itisthestrengthofyourblessingsthathas

made the nation take historic decisions and
progressrapidlyinthelastoneyear.However,
I amalso aware that there is a lot that needs
to be done. There aremany challenges and
problemsthatourcountryfaces.Iamworking
dayandnight. Therecouldbedeficiencies in
mebutthereisnothingthatourcountrylacks.
So, I believe in you, your strength and your
abilitiesevenmorethanIbelieveinmyself.
The source of strength formy resolve is

you,yoursupport,blessingsandaffection.
Duetotheglobalpandemicthisiscertainly

atimeofcrisis,butforusIndiansthis isalsoa
timeforafirmresolve.
Wemustalwaysrememberthatthepres-

entand futureof 130crorewillneverbedic-
tatedbyanadversity.
Wewilldecideourpresentandourfuture.

Wewillmoveaheadon thepathof progress
andvictorywillbeours.
ItissaidthatKritammedakshinehaste/jayo

mesvyaaahita.Thismeans, ifwehaveaction
anddutyononehand,thensuccessisassured
intheotherhand.
With prayers for our country’s success, I

bowtoyouonceagain.
My heartiest wishes to you and your

families.
Stayhealthy,staysafe!
Stayaware,stayinformed!

YourPradhanSevak,
NarendraModi

Thewriter isprimeministerof India

NarendraModi

CALLOUS STATE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Unsafe
journeys’(IE,May29).Theinsensitivity
shown towards returningmigrants is
disheartening and reveals the incom-
petenceofvariousauthorities.Fromthe
migrants’ point of view, why should
they return to these callous states
throughtheverymodeoftransportthat
shamedthem?However,theywillhave
to, as the poor never belong to any
place.Theywillbeforcedtomoveagain,
in searchof livelihood.

AnshulChoudhary,Agra

HANDLING CHINA
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Standing
its ground’ (IE, May 29). Attaining the
positionofworldleaderdoesn'tprovide
the right to suppress— it confers a re-
sponsibilitytotackleandsolveinterna-
tional issues. China, the upcoming su-
perpower, has left no stone unturned
maximise disruptions in India aswell
as the world. The countries not be-
holdentoChinamustcometogetherto
ensure that Beijing understands that
crossing the line is notwithout conse-
quences.

MayankKhatri,Ujjain

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, 'Standing
itsground'(IE,May29).Theunsolicited
offer of mediation by US President
DonaldTrumpisnothingbut isaweak
attempttoswiminthetroubledwaters.
Indiamust not let it's guard downand
stayfirminresolvingthecrisisthrough
talks and negotiations. If China knows

thatIndiaisinnopositiontolockhorns
militarily, India tooknows thatChina -
-which is embroiled in Covid after-ef-
fects-- is innopositiontoengageIndia
militarily. It's agameofnerves.

AshokGoswami,Mumbai

TRAGIC TRAINS
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Trains on
theirmind’(IE,May29).Oureminences
inheavenmaynothavebelievedatfirst
sight that trains in India continue to
symbolisediscriminationbetweenthe
havesandhave-nots insteadofbeinga
comfortablemode of travel and con-
necting people.Whatmust have also
pained themno end is the sight of the
small childwas trying towake up his
deadmotherata station,whilepeople
movedaroundthemnonchalantly.

TarsemSingh,Mahilpur

LETTER TO THEEDITOR

ASTHENARENDRAModi-ledBJPgovernment
completes one year of its second successive
terminoffice, Indiacanonlylookbackindis-
tress as to how thenationhas beenbrought
toitskneesinjust12months.Thelastyearhas
witnessedatotalfailureofthecentralgovern-
mentonadministrative,economic,foreignaf-
fairsandsocial fronts.Thisyearhasbeenone
whereIndiahasfacedaneconomiccrisis, job
losses,cyclesofviolenceandapandemicthat
nowthreatenstoblowoutofcontrol.
While the economywas struggling, the

Modigovernmentdedicateditselftodestroy-
ingthesecularfabricofsociety.Itblatantlyat-
tacked the very foundations of the
Constitutionanddestroyedthefederalstruc-
tureofthecountry.Eachandeveryinstitution
isbeingusedtofurtherthepoliticalpurposes
oftheBJPratherthanfornation-building.The
Constitutionwassubvertedwhenthestateof
JammuandKashmirwasdivided, taking the
entireworldbysurprise.Thismovedestroyed

thestatepoliticallyandeconomically.Theen-
tire statewas put under an unprecedented
curfew, citizens’ rightswere takenawayand
hundreds of leaders, including former chief
ministers,werearrested.
Ontheeconomicfront, thegovernment's

failurehasbeenpervasive.The January2020
forecastbytheNationalStatisticalOfficewas
thattheIndianeconomywillgrowatlessthan
5 per cent. The growth rate this year is the
“lowest in11years”. The cascadingeffects of
demonetisationcontinuetohurtbusinessand
causejoblosses.Theconsistentfallindemand
hasaffectedallsectors.Yet,teamModihasnot
beenabletoofferasinglesolutiontobringthe
economybackonthepathofgrowth.
Addingto thiscrisis is theCOVID-19pan-

demic.Whilethepandemicitself isamassive
challenge,itsimpactontheeconomyisgoing
tobelong-lasting.Therateofunemployment
hascrossedallpreviousrecords.Accordingto
one estimate, in April 2020 alone, 12 crore

people lost their jobs— thehighest figure in
almosthalf acentury.Perhapssomeof these
troubles could have beenmitigated had the
Modigovernmentlistenedtotheopposition.
Had the lockdownbeen announced ear-

lier,perhapsitwouldhavehelpedtoarrestthe
coronavirus threat. But theModi-Shah duo
wanted to topple the Congress government
inMadhyaPradeshandcapturepowerthere.
In the process, they put the entire nation at
risk. Today,MP is among the top three states
in the grip of the pandemic. Andwhen the
governmentdidimposealockdown,itdidso
without preparation, warning or planning.
The economywas brought to a suddenhalt.
Millionsofmigrantworkerswerelefttotheir
fate. They facedhunger, starvation, infection
anddeath.
Therewasnosupportformigrantsincities,

and to survive,millionsmarched on foot to
their villages hundreds of kilometres away.
Manydied before they reached the safety of

their homes. The abject apathy of theModi
governmenttowardssufferingmigrantwork-
ershasexposeditsanti-poorattitude.Despite
repeateddemandsbytheCongress,theModi
government is yet to offer any economic aid
tothesehungry, joblesspoorworkers.
As the Modi government prepares to

hold over 1,000 “online rallies”, perhaps
those offlinemillions of migrants and job-
lessworkersandyouthwill recallaharrow-
ingyearofunemployment,violenceandthe
visionofableakfutureahead.TheCongress
demandsthatthegovernmentimmediately
provide direct financial support and assis-
tance tomigrantworkers indistress till the
MSMEsector isbackonits feetandcanoffer
thedignityof jobsonceagain to this crucial
workforce.

Thewriter is leaderofOppositionintheRajya
Sabha,aformerUnionministerandformer

chiefministerof JammuandKashmir

J&K,economy,pandemic,safetynet—allspellmisgovernance

A year of stress and distress
GhulamNabi Azad
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No.: EE(GRN)/TN/GL-06/2020-21 Date: 28.05.2020

‘‘Pay Development Charges, Help to Develop Bengaluru’’
Sd/- Executive Engineer, Govindarajanagara Division, BBMP

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE
Office of the Executive Engineer, Govindarajanagara Division, 2nd Floor, Shakthi Soudha,
13th Cross Road, 4th B Main Road, M.C. Layout, Vijayanagara, Bengaluru - 560 040

Tenders on item rate basis are invited by the undersigned for the work mentioned below from
the registered Contractors of Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike or equivalent registration
with CPWD / KPWD / Railways / MES or any State Government Organizations.

Calendar of Events: (1) Tender Document can be downloaded from the GOK e-Procurement
Website https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in. (2) Last date for receipt of Queries: 02.06.2020 upto
3:00 p.m. (3)Date of pre bidmeeting at theOffice of the Executive Engineer (Govindarajanagara
Division) on 04.06.2020 at 3:30 p.m. (4) Last Date for uploading the filled proposals: 11.06.2020
up to 4:00 p.m. (5) Date of opening for Single cover bid Financial proposals : 13.06.2020 after
4:30 p.m. and Date of opening for Two Cover bid Technical Proposals: 13.06.2020 after 4:30
p.m. Further details may be obtained from the above office during office hours or website
https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in

Short term tender notification
(Through GOK e-Procurement Portal only) (Standard Tender Document - KW - 2 & 3)

Sl.
No. Name of the Work

Est. Cost
(Rs. in
Lakhs)

EMD
(in Rs.)

SINGLE COVER WORKS
Works Reserved for Schedule Caste (SC) Category

1 Engaging silt and tractor inWard No. 125, Marenahalli. 20.00 25,000/-
2 Maintenance of ROPlant inWardNo. 125,Marenahalli ward jurisdiction. 10.00 12,500/-

Works Reserved for Schedule Tribe (ST) Category

3 Construction and Improvements of Dry Waste Collection Center in
Ward No. 127, Mudalapalya. 50.00 50,000/-

4 Maintenance of SWD works, BBMP buildings, CC camera nock room
in Agrahara DasarahalliWard No. 105. (Call-4) 15.00 18,750/-

Works for General Category

5 Renovation of Anjaneyaswamy Temple Prayer Hall in Sajeevini
Nagara, Mudalapalya inWard No. 127. 45.00 90,000/-

6 Additional works to Prayer Hall at Maheshwaramma Temple at
Annapoorneshwari, Mudalapalya inWard No. 127. 20.00 50,000/-

7 Providing water supply through tanker and maintenance of Borewells
inWard No. 127. 20.00 50,000/-

8 Emergency work inWard No. 125, Marenahalli. 20.00 50,000/-

9 Maintenance of GYM Equipments inWard No. 125, Marenahalli Ward
Jurisdiction. 10.00 25,000/-

10 Construction of Prayer Hall and Development work at Kalyananagar
High Tension Line Road inWard No. 127, Mudalapalya. 50.00 1,00,000/-

11 General Public Toilet and Septage Maintenance works in Ward
No. 128. (Call-2) 15.00 37,500/-

TWO COVER WORKS

1 Sinking, Erection and Commissioning of borewells in Ward No. 127,
Mudalapalya. 100.00 2,00,000/-

2 Providing works to BBMP College building at Garden Vilas in Ward
No. 128. 55.00 1,10,000/-

3 Improvements to drain and footpath at Manasanagara in Ward No.
128. 75.00 1,50,000/-

4 Balance work of drain and roads at Nagarabhavi Village and Teachers
Layout inWard No. 128. 100.00 2,00,000/-

5 Providing UGD Pipelines inWard No. 128 ward jurisdiction. 60.00 1,20,000/-

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,
PHED, REGION AJMER

PHONE NO. 0145-2624748 FAX NO. 0145-2627671
No, F.( )/Ar.MP/2020-2021/1594- 635 Dated: 26/05/2020

Tender Re-Invitation Notice
Due to un-avoidable circumstances, following NITs, as detailed
below is hereby re-invited.

Notes: Detailed NIT, pre-qualification criteria and tender
documents can also be seen in NIT exhibited on web site
www.dipr,rajasthan.gov.in http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in and
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. Tenders are to be submitted
online electronic format on web site
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

SAVE WATER - SAVE LIFE

NIB No: PHE2021A0942
UBN No: PHE 2021WLOB01656

PHE 2021WLOB01658
PHE 2021WLOB01661

DIPR/C/3779/2020

NIT
No.

Brief Description of works

07/
19-
20

Work of Providing, Laying Jointing ,Testing and Commissioning of
various sizes of DI/HDPE pipe lines, Work of construction of RCC
Pump house with EMI works and ancillary works with one year
defect liability period of UWSS Ladnun Phase-II Distt : Nagaur.
(vide SPPP UBN No. PHE1920WLOB10078) (eproc web site
tender ID No. 2020_PHCJA_181447_1) Estimated cost of work-
Rs. 1189.63 lacs.
Earnest Money in favour of Addl. Chief Engineer, PHED, Region,
Ajmer -Rs. 2379260.00
Tender fee in favour of Addl. Chief Engineer, PHED, Region, Ajmer
Rs. 15000.00.
Tender processing fee in favour of MD, RISL. Payable at Jaipur-
Rs. 1000,00
Period for Completion - 18 months

08/
19-
20

EXECUTION OF VARIOUS WORKS RELATED TO
AUGMENTATION OF URBAN WATER SUPPLY SCHEME OF
MERTA CITY DIST. NAGAUR (RAJ.) WITH ONE YEAR DEFECT
LIABILITY PERIOD. (vide SPPP UBN No. PHE1920WLOB10079)
(eproc web site tender ID No. 2020_PHCJA_181462_1)
Estimated Cost Rs. 1592.02 lacs.
Earnest Money in favour of Addi. Chief Engineer, PHED, Region,
Ajmer -Rs. 3184040.00
Tender fee in favour of Addl. Chief Engineer, PHED, Region, Ajmer
Rs. 15000.00.
Tender processing fee in favour of MD, RISL. Payable at Jaipur-
Rs. 1000.00
Period for Completion - 24 months.

01/
20-
21

Work of EXECUTION OF VARIOUS WORKS RELATED TO
AUGMENTATION OF URBAN WATER SUPPLY SCHEME OF
GOREDI CHANCHA (DEGANA) DISTT. NAGAUR (RAJ.) WITH
ONE YEAR DEFECT LIABILITY PERIOD. (vide SPPP UBN No.
PHE2021WLOB00222) (eproc web site tender ID No.
2020_PHCJA_182402_1)
Estimated Cost Rs. 999.13 lacs.
Earnest Money in favour of Addl. Chief Engineer, PHED, Region,
Ajmer -Rs. 1998260.00
Tender fee in favour of Addl. Chief Engineer, PHED, Region, Ajmer
Rs. 15000.00.
Tender processing fee in favour of MD, RISL. Payable at Jaipur-
Rs. 1000.00
Period for Completion - 24 months.

Sd/-
(P.L. Verma)

Additional Chief Engineer,
PHED, Region, Ajmer

TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD

SAVE WATER, CONSERVE WATER, EVERY DROP COUNTS

DIPR / 1838 / TENDER / 2020 Chief Engineer, (i/c),
TWAD Board, Madurai

INVITATION OF BIDS– TWO COVER –ITEMWAR TENDER SYSTEM (IInd Call)
IFB No. F. WSIS to Thenkarai T.P. /SDO I/ CW /2019 /Dt.19.05.2020

Fund NABARD Loan Assistance under RIDF XXV (2019-2020) / NABARD State Share
Eligibility Registered Class I Bidders

Tender Invitee The Chief Engineer, TWAD Board, No.1/1,Sambakulam, Ganesh Nagar, Mattuthavani,
Madurai - 625007.

Sale of Bid & Place of
Sale

20.05.2020 to 02.06.2020 upto 17.45 hours At O/o the Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, RWS
Division, Theni, Tamilnadu by cash or Demand Draft for Rs.1000 + GST in favour of Executive
Engineer, TWADBoard, RWSDivision,Theni payable at Theni.

Downloading website (Free of cost) atwww.tenders.tn.gov.in andwww.twadboard.tn.gov.in.
PreBid meeting 26.05.2020 at 11.00 hours at the office of the Tender Invitee

Bid Submission 04.06.2020 before 15.00 hours at the office of the Tender Invitee in person or through post. This
officewill not be held responsible for postal delay, if any.

Bid opening 04.06.2020 at 15.30 hours at the office of the Tender Invitee

Sl.
No. Name of work Approximate value of work

( Rs.in Crore including GST)
Bid security
(Rs.in lakhs)

1 Providing WSIS to Thenkarai Town Panchayat in Theni District
including maintenance for a period of 12 months (Period of
completion – 12 months)

6.42 4.82

Office of the Executive Engineer,VJNL,

UBP Division No. 3, Ajjampura-577 547

Tele/Fax No-08261-295686 E-mail id-eeubp3.1@gmail.com

VISVESVARAYA JALA NIGAM LIMITED
(A Government of Karnataka undertaking)

NO:EE/VJNL/UBP/D-03/Ajjampura/PB-1/Tender notification/

2020-21/127 dated: 28.05.2020

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

(THROUGH E-Procurement)

Percentage tender through e-portal for the

Integrated Mission For Sustainable Development in Two cover

system is invited by the Executive Engineer, VJNL, UBP,

Division No. 03 Ajjampura on behalf of the Managing Director,

Visvesvaraya Jala Nigam Ltd, from the KNNL/VJNL enrolled

category-II Contractors who fulfills the pre-qualification

conditions for the work”Watershed Development

Scheme on the lines of Integrated Mission For

Sustainable Development for the watershed of

Ajjampura tunnel area”(Indent No 1320) (Call-2).” The

Contractors can download and submit the completed bid

documents through e-procurement website www.eproc.

karnataka.gov.infrom 29.05.2020 to 11.06.2020 upto 16.00

hours. Details such as Amount put to tender/ EMD amount/

qualification of Bidders/ Tender conditions/Tender processing

fee etc can be obtained throughe-procurement or from the

office of the under signed during the office hours upto

11.06.2020 (16.00 hours). The tender will be opened on

12.06.2020 after 16.30 P.M at the office of the Executive

Engineer, VJNL, UBP, Division No. 03Ajjampura through

e-procurement.The date of opening of Financial Bid will be

intimated to the Qualified bidders. The authority competent to

accept the tenders shall have the right of rejecting all or any

of the tenders without assigning any reasons and will not

bound to accept the lowest tender.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, VJNL, UBP Division No.3,

Ajjampura.

Government of Meghalaya
Office of the Chief Engineer, PHE.,

Meghalaya, Shillong
No. CE/PHE/TB:274/2016-17/92

Dated the 27th May 2020

Extension Notice
1. The Tender called vide this Office NIT No.
CE/PHE/TB:274/2016-17/88, Dated
27.04.2020 is hereby extended upto 5th June
2020 and will be opened on the same date at
3:00 PM.,
2. However, all other Terms & Conditions
shall remain unchanged.

Sd/-
Chief Engineer, PHE.,

MIPR NO 164 DT 28.05.2020 Meghalaya, Shillong.

OFFICE OF ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,
WATER RESOURCES, ZONE, UDAIPUR

Near Akashvani, Chetak Circle, Udaipur (Rajasthan) 313001
Phone no.: 0294-2528265 Email:- aceudaipur2019@gmail.com
No.- ACE/Actt./RWSLIP-UMEEDSAGAR/Work- /2020-21/6991

Dated:- 22/05/2020
INVITATION FOR BIDS

IFB NO. 01/2020-21
NIB NO. : WRD 2021A0122

Details of nit/bid document may be see on website
http://eproc.rajashtan.gov.in, www.diproline.org,
www.sppp.raj.nic.in and it may be downloaded/ uploaded
from http;//www/waterresources.rajasthan.gov.in / and it
may be downloaded/ uploaded from website
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in in Instruction to bidder are
available on the JiCA’s web shown below
http:/www.jica.gojp/English/our-work/type of
assistance/oda-loans/oda-op-info/guide/tender/lines.html

Sd/-
Additional Chief Engineer

DIPR/C/3694/2020 Water Resources Zone, Udaipur

NAME OF WORK Ummed Sagar Irrigation
Project, Tehsil Shahpura
District Bhilwara under RWSLIP
(UBN NO. WRD 2021 WLOB
00432

ESTIMATED COST OF WORK Rs. 1264.96 Lacs
AMOUNT OF BID SECURITY Rs. 25.30 Lacs
PERIOD OF COMPLETION 24 Months including rainy season

and canal running period.
COST OF BID DOCUMENT Rs. 5000/-
PERIOD OF SALE OF
BIDDING DOCUMENT

01.06.2020 to 01.07.2020

Date, Time And Place Of
Pre-Bid Conference

Date: 08.06.2020 Time 11.00 AM
at Office Of Additional Chief
Engineer Water Resources Zone,
Udaipur

LAST DATE FOR RECEIPT OF
BID (ONLINE UPLOAD)

02.07.2020 Time 16:00 hours

TIME AND DATE OF OPENING
OF BIDS TECHNICAL PART

02.07.2020 Time 16:30 hours

PLACE OF OPENING OF BIDS Office Of Additional Chief
Engineer Water Resources Zone,
Udaipur

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH,
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
SHIVNATH CIRCLE DURG (CHHATTISGARH)

eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
(1st Call)

SYSTEM TENDER No.64352/NIT No:02/SAC/2020-21, Rajnandgaon, Dated:27.05.2020

Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to
17.06.2020 at 17.30 Hour

Name of Work:- k.C. Lining Work in Left Bank Canal from R.D.
0M to 4020m of Endawani Tank, Construction of 02 Nos. S.P. Cum
V.R.B., 01 Nos. V.R.B., 07 Nos. Inlet, 15 Nos. Outlet and Moorum
toping on Service bank of L.B.C. in Block and District Rajnandgaon.

Probable amount of Contract- Rs. 161.42 Lakhs

The details can be viewed and downloaded online
directly from the Government of Chhattisgarh Integrated
e-Procurement Portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) from Date
03/06/2020, at 17.31 Hours. (IST) onwards.

Note:- All eligible/interested contractors/bidders are mandated to
get enrolled on the Integrated e-procurement portal (https://
eproc.cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific
vendor class from PWD under Centralized Contractor/Supplier
Registration in order to download the tender documents and
participate in the subsequent bidding process.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Water Resources Division, Rajnandgaon
81104 For, Superintending Engineer Shivnath Circle, Durg C.G.)

e-Procurement Tender Notice

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala)
O/o CE/MM, Room No. 212, 2nd Floor, Multi Story Building,

PSPCL Head Office, The Mall, Patiala.
Phone No. 091-175-2213047, Fax No. 091-175-2225024,

Mobile: 96461-19383, 96461-11036,
E-mail: apoconductors@gmail.com, apo-c@pspcl.in

Corporate Identification Number (CIN): U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website: www.pspcl.in, e-tendering portal: https://eproc.punjabgov.in

TENDER ENQUIRY NO: QQ-221/PSPCL/PO-C

Short Description

Start date for downloading of specifi-
cation/ tender document from PSPCL’s
website https://eproc.punjabgov.in

Last date for downloading of specifica-
tion/tender documents from PSPCL’s
website https://eproc.punjabgov.in

Last date for bid submission

Bid Opening Date

Procurement of 5100 Km ACSR Rabbit,
Nominal Aluminium area 50 mm2 bearing
ISI/PQM Mark conforming to IS:398 Part-II
1996 (with Latest amendments, if any) and
PSPCL specification QQ-221.

04.06.2020

01.07.2020 upto 11.00 A.M.

06.07.2020 upto 11.00 A.M.

06.07.2020 at 11.30 A.M.

NOTE: It is informed that in case tender process is not completed due to any
reason, no corrigendum will be published in newspaper. Details regard-
ing corrigendum may be seen on official PSPCL website www.pspcl.in

Sd/-
Chief Purchase Officer/MM,

Central Purchase Organization,
PSPCL, Patiala.C-983/Pb

C-174/2020

For detailed NIT & Tender Specification please refer to https://eproc.punjabgov.in

New Delhi
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OVER 3 LAKH AFFECTED BY ASSAM FLOOD
Villagersaffectedbythefloodcollect ration inChamata localityofNalbaridistrictonFriday. Evenas thefloodwaters
recededfromtwodistricts,3.81 lakhpeople insevendistrictsofAssamarereelingunder the impactof thedeluge.Chief
MinisterSarbanandaSonowalvisitedGoalparadistrictonFridaytotakestockof thesituation.Nalbari,Goalpara,Nagaon,
Hojai,WestKarbiAnglong,DibrugarhandTinsukiadistrictscontinuedtobeaffectedbyfloods.DasarathDeka

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,MAY29

The CBI has initiated a prelimi-
nary enquiry into the financial
affairsoftheTablighiJamaat.The
religious organisation is being
probed for “dubious cash trans-
actions” and for concealing for-
eign funding.
SourcessaidtheCBIcasehas

beenregisteredbasedonacom-
plaint from the Foreigners
DivisionoftheMinistryofHome
Affairs(MHA),whichhasalleged
that the organisation has vio-
lated the Foreign Contribution
RegulationAct (FCRA).
“The CBI has registered a PE

againsttheorganisersofTablighi
Jamaatandotherunknownper-
sonsonacomplaintallegingthat
theorganisersandtrusteeswere
indulging into dubious cash
transactionsbyusingillegaland
unfair means and also in non-
disclosure of receipt of foreign
funds to competent authority,”
CBIspokespersonRKGaursaid.
This development comes

days after the Delhi Police filed
multiple chargesheets against
the Tablighi Jamaat, its mem-
bers,anditschiefMaulanaSaad
Kandhalvi. InMarch,authorities
had raided theAlamiMarkazof
the organisation at Delhi’s
Nizamuddin and evacuated
morethan3,000peoplestaying
there for a religious congrega-
tion. Multiple members of the
Jamaat testedCovid-19positive
and several others who had
fanned out across the country
werealleged tohave spread the
virus.TheJamaatwasaccusedof
organisingtheeventinviolation
of government orders to avoid
gatherings in the wake of the
coronavirusoutbreak—analle-
gation the Jamaathasdenied.
Sources said the CBI has al-

ready taken all chargesheets
filed by Delhi Police in the case
andalsotakencopiesofcasepa-
pers and other related details,
including Delhi Police's probe
into the Jamaat's financialdeal-
ings throughmultiple bank ac-
counts.
FollowingtheMarchraidsat

theJamaatMarkaz,whereitwas
found that over 2,000 foreign
Tablighis had come to India on
tourist visas, and over 800 had
fanned out across the country
while engaging in proselytising
activities, theMHA had black-
listedover1,700overseasmem-
bers of the outfit for visa condi-
tionviolations.
CBI is the third agency after

the Delhi Police and
EnforcementDirectoratetoreg-
isteracase in thematter.

CBI begins
preliminary
inquiry into
Tablighi Jamaat
financial affairs

AGUSTAWESTLANDCASE

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,MAY29

IN PERHAPS the first case of its
kind,theEnforcementDirectorate
(ED)hasattachedpropertiesofits
own approver in a case. The
agencyonFridayissuedordersto
provisionallyattachassetsworth
over Rs 385 crore belonging to
RajivSaxena,whowasaccusedin
theAgustaWestlandcase.
Accusedoflaunderingmoney

for others, including former
Madhya Pradesh CM Kamal
Nath’snephewRatulPuri,Saxena
was deported from Dubai in
January2019amidexpectations
thathewasgoing tohelp theED
expose thenexus behind theRs
3,600croreVVIPhelicopterdeal.
Within three months, Saxena
turnedanapprover.However,by
October2019, theEDhadmoved
the court towithdrawapprover
status granted to Saxena, saying
hewas“withholdingcrucialinfor-
mationinthecase”.
InMarch2020,aspecialcourt

rejectedtheED’sapplication,say-
ingitwas“premature”.However,
aweekago, theEDmovedDelhi
HighCourttocancelSaxena’sbail.
Thematterisstillongoing.

In its provisional attachment
order, the ED said that attached
propertiesincludea“villainPalm
Jumeirah,Dubai,worth20million
AED(ArabEmiratesDirhams)and
balances in five Swiss bank ac-
countsamountingto$45.55mil-
lionofRajivSaxena”.
AccordingtotheED,itsinves-

tigations have revealed that
Saxena isahawalaoperatorwho
runs an accommodation entry
business inDubai. In the case of
AgustaWestland, a Letter of
Request to the Swiss
Confederationwassenttorestrain
his Swiss bankaccounts anden-
sure that Saxenadidnot shift or
disposeofthesuspectedproceeds
ofcrime,theEDsaid.
“RajivSaxenahasadmittedto

launderingtheproceedsofcrime
not only of theAgustaWestland
deal, but also various other de-
fencedeals.Theproceedsofcrime
havealsobeentransferred to the
personalaccountsofRajivSaxena
andhiswifeShivaniSaxena(also
an accused in AgustaWestland
case). InMoser Baer bank fraud
case,proceedsofcrimebelonging
to Deepak Puri amounting to
$16.33millionhavealsobeenat-
tached in the hands of Rajiv
Saxena,”anEDstatementsaid.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AHMEDABAD, MAY29

BEJAN DARUWALLA, arguably
India’smost famousastrologer,
died at a Gandhinagar hospital
on Friday evening.Hewas89.
A week ago, he had com-

plained of pneumonia-like
symptomsandwasadmittedto
the city’s Apollo Hospital. His
condition deteriorated on
Wednesday and hewas put on
ventilator support.
Daruwalla is survivedbyhis

sons, Nastur and Fardun, and a
daughter, Nazreen. “He did not
die of coronavirus but due to
pneumonia,”Nastur,alsoanas-
trologer, toldThe IndianExpress.

Behram Mehta, an
Ahmedabad-based business-
man and a friend of Daruwalla,
said the last rites were con-
ducted Friday evening at the
Dudheshwar crematorium in
Ahmedabad and prayers were

said at the Parsi fire temple in
Khamasa.
“All he wanted was a glori-

ous funeralbutduetothis lock-
down, he did not get that,”
Mehta said.
Born on July 11, 1931, in un-

divided India, he studied
Englishliterature.Foroverthree
decades,Daruwalla,aParsiwho
became an ardent follower of
Ganesha, published hundreds
of best-selling books with an-
nual predictions— but his true
lovewaspoetry.
In2015,HarperCollinspub-

lished Spiritual Sizzlers,
Daruwalla’s fifth and final col-
lection of poems that was in-
spired by his late wife Gooli, a
well-known tarot card reader.

Daruwallahadclaimedthat
his predictions, which began
with “Ganesha says”, about
someof thecountry’shigh-pro-
file individualscametrue-- the
deathof SanjayGandhi in1980,
RajivGandhi’sdeathin1991,VP
Singh’s brief run as Prime
Minister in 1989-90, the 2001
earthquakeinGujaratandmost
recently, formation of the
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment in 2014.
Expressing condolences,

Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani tweeted, “Saddened by
the demise of renowned
Astrologer Shri Bejan
Daruwalla. I pray for the de-
parted soul. My condolences.
OmShanti...”

Astrologer Bejan Daruwalla dies at 89

Daruwallawashospitalised
lastweek

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,MAY29

ADAYaftersecurityforcesinter-
cepted an explosives-laden car
in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Pulwama and destroyed it by a
controlled explosion, police on
Fridaysaidthevehiclebelonged
toaHizbulMujahideenmilitant.
Jammu and Kashmir Police

officers told The Indian Express
that the investigationhas found
that the IED-ladencarbelonged
to a militant from south
Kashmir’s Shopian who has

been active since last year. The
militant has been identified as
Hidaytullah Malik, from
Sharatpora inShopian.
“So far, our investigationhas

found that the car in which a
hugequantity of IEDwas found
yesterday belonged to an active
militant from Shopian. He has
been active since July last year,”
said a police officer. “We are in-
vestigating further.”
OnWednesday night, secu-

rity forces had put up check-
points inPulwamafollowingan
intelligenceinput.Lateatnight,a
car in Rajpora didn’t stop at a

checkpoint. As it drove on, the
security forces opened fire. The
vehiclewas later intercepted in
a nearby village, but the driver
hadmanagedtoescape.
Police on Thursday said the

forces had foiled a car bombing
“similartothe2019Pulwamaat-
tack”andsaidthecarhad40-45
kgof explosives in it.
Police sources said

Hidaytullah’s brother is being
questioned.
The familymembers of the

Hidaytullahsaidtheyhavenoin-
formation about the Santro car
recoveredbypolice.

Need to guard against those trying
to weaken country’s morale: Prasad

Hyderabad prof
kills self, son

Hizb militant owned car used
in foiled bombing plot: Police

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABADMAY29

THE ANDHRA Pradesh High
CourtonFridaydirectedthestate
government to reinstate
NimmagaddaRameshKumaras
theStateelectionCommissioner
(SEC).Hehadbeendismissedby
the government on April 10 af-
terhepostponed the local body
electionsthatwerescheduledto
beheldonMarch25.
The court also struck down

the government's appointment
ofretiredjudgeVKangarajasthe
SEC in thesameorder.
On March 15, Kumar had

cited the coronavirus situation
and the need to take safety
measures and postponed the
elections indefinitely, resulting
inashowdownwiththegovern-
ment. The state government
then brought an ordinance un-
der Article 213 and removed
Kumar ,who challenged the
move in theHighCourt.
After Kumar had postponed

the elections, ChiefMinister Y S

Jagan Mohan Reddy had said
that the Election Commission
did not consult anyone in the
government before taking the
decision and accused Kumar of
pushingbacktheelectionsatthe
biddingof formerchiefminister
and Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
chief N Chandrababu Naidu.
Kumar had been appointed as
SEC during Naidu's tenure in
April 2016.
In the run up to the local

bodyelections inMarch,Kumar
hadalsoorderedthetransfersof
theDistrictCollectorsofGuntur
andChittoor,andsuspendedthe
Circle Inspector of Macharla
Town Police Station in Guntur.
He had issued the policeman's
suspensionordersaftertwoTDP
leaderswhowere on their way
to file nominations for the local
boy polls were attacked on
March11inMacharla.Theattack
was allegedly carried out by
workers of the ruling YRSCP—
thepartyhasdeniedthecharges.
TheCollectorsofGunturand

Chittoor had also been trans-
ferred over reports of several

such attacks in their jurisdic-
tions.
Another flashpointbetween

thegovernmentandKumarwas
hisorder to collectors to stopall
activity related to a survey of
landtobedistributed toeligible
beneficiaries.
OnApril10,thestategovern-

mentissuedanordinancemod-
ifying the Andhra Pradesh
Panchayat Raj Act, 1994 to
changethetenure,eligibilityand
appointmentof theSEC.Theor-
dinancereducedthetermofthe
SEC to threeyears, usingwhich,
the government dismissed
Kumar and appointed Kangaraj
inhisplace.
Friday's order is the second

majorsetbackfortheAPgovern-
ment.Lastweek,thestate'sHigh
Court had directed the govern-
menttoreinstate former intelli-
gence chief A B Venkateshwara
Rao,whowas suspendedon al-
legationsof corruption.
Raohadbeen suspendedon

February8overallegationsofhis
involvement in irregularities in
the purchase of surveillance

equipment from a Israeli com-
panyandawardingthecontract
to Akasam Advanced System
Company which is owned by
Rao’s son.
InVenkateshwaraRao’scase,

the report about the alleged ir-
regularities was submitted by
the state's Director General of
Police,GoutamSawang, follow-
ingwhich,thestategovernment
hadsuspendedRaoandcharged
himwithmisconduct.
Rao,aseniorpoliceofficerof

1989batch, challenged the sus-
pension at the Central
Administrative Tribunal (CAT)
which dismissed the petition
andaskedthegovernmenttoin-
vestigate and file a case against
Rao.
Raohadthenapproachedthe

highcourt .
Observingthatthestategov-

ernment did not file any
chargesheetagainstRao, theHC
dismissed the suspension and
directed to court to reinstate
him.However, it stated that the
government can investigate the
chargesagainst theofficer.

AndhraHCquashesordinance,
asksgovt to reappointSEC

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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TO DEAL swiftly with civil
defamationcasesandwithunjus-
tifiedcriticism,especiallyagainst
courts, senior advocate Harish
Salvehas recommended setting
upofprivatetribunals.
“I have suggested to the gov-

ernment that youmusthave tri-
bunals for private defamation.
Otherwise these cases just goon
andon,”hesaid.
Comparing the processes to

theUnitedKingdom, Salve said
thatsuchcasesaredealtwithinsix
monthsunderEnglishlaw.
Salve,whohas recently been

appointedQueen'sCounsel–the
equivalentofasenioradvocatein
India – for England andWales,
was speakingon “Insulating our
judiciary from Social Media
Diatribes,”inawebinarorganised
byCANFoundation,aconsortium
of lawgraduates.

Comingdownheavilyonper-
sonalcriticismofjudgesonsocial
media platforms, he said, “You
criticise a judgment, not the
judge.” Salvealsodefendedcom-
mentsmadebySolitcitorGeneral
TusharMehtaagainstsomesenior
advocates, including Congress
leaderKapil Sibal,while appear-
ingfortheCentreintheSupreme
CourtonThursdayinaPILondis-
tress faced bymigrantworkers.
Mehtahadaskedthesenioradvo-
cates,whowantedtomakeanin-

terventioninthecase,toestablish
their bona fides andquestioned
what theyhaddone to alleviate
thetroublesof theseworkers.
“A lot of people,who are not

elected,feeltheycanimposetheir
will on the government through
courts,”Salvesaid.“Onecancriti-
ciseonwhetherthecourtshould
haveintervenedornotinthecase,
but tosaythat thecourt isscared
of thegovernmentiswrong.”
On the criticism against the

topcourt's verdict in the case re-
stricting internet speed in
Kashmir, Salve said that “it is not
thattheSChasnotstoodwiththe
people of Kashmir.... One has to
havefaithinthecourt.”
Asked by advocate Avishkar

Singhviwhether former judges
should exercise “self-restraint”
when criticising sitting judges,
Salve said judges have to act as
teamplayers. “There cannotbea
coolingoffperiodafterretirement
but they are all part of the same
team,”hesaid.

HarishSalve

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI,MAY29

UNION LAW Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad on Friday said
there is a need to guard against
those trying to weaken the
county’smorale “at the instance
of foreignpowers”.
“Some people are trying to

break the nation’s resolve by
spreading fakenews. Somepeo-
ple’s job is to spread
negativity...We respect and ac-
knowledge the right of criticism,
the right to ask questions, that’s
what democracy is about. But if
somepeopleseek toweakenthe
moraleofthecountry,particularly
attheinstanceof foreignpowers,
to create discord, promote divi-
siveness,promoteseparatismand
promoteinsidiousideastocreate
furtherhostility, thenweneedto
guardagainstthem...”, theminis-
tersaid.

Prasad was speaking at
Professor N RMadhavaMenon
Memorial Lecture Series organ-
ised by the Akhil Bharatiya
AdhivaktaParishad.
Addressing the webinar,

PrasadrecalledMenon’sstandon
theSupremeCourt’s Sabarimala
judgement.
“Hetookaverytoughstandon

Sabarimala issue.He said courts
shouldbereluctanttointerferein
thefaithsofthepeople.Ifthefaith
is obnoxious, arbitrary, patently
unconstitutional, it should go…
but if you start being judgemen-
talonfaithandthattooatinstance
ofpeoplewhohavenoconnection
whatsoeverwith faith, thenyou
are treading upon roads slip-
pery…Before his death I heard

him give his comments on
SabarimalajudgmentandIfeltso
proud about the depths of his
knowledge...”,Prasadsaid.
Speakingaboutwhatthelock-

downhas achieved, Prasad cited
India’s low death rate due to
Covid-19. “If we exclude China,
becauseChinahas a lot of ques-
tionstobeanswered,ifwetakefif-
teencountriesoftheworldwhich
areinflictedbyCorona—America,
England, Spain, Italy, Russia,
Germany, France etc— the total
populationof these15 countries
is142croreandthepopulationof
Indiais137crores.Thetotalnum-
berofdeathsinthese15countries
is 3,53,000 odd till last evening
and the death in India is 4500
odd...That’swhat lockdownhas
done”.
Addressing the lawyer com-

munity,hesaidthelockdownhad
brought many difficulties but
addedthat“thiswasnecessaryfor
yoursafety”.

Ravi
Shankar
Prasad

NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR,MAY29

THE NATIONAL Conference
Fridayrejectedtheprocessofde-
limitation in Jammu and
Kashmir. It said its three
Members of Parliament from
Kashmirwillnotaccepttheirpo-
sitions as part of the
DelimitationCommission since
that would be “tantamount to
accepting the events of 5th
August2019”—whenthespecial
statusof theerstwhilestatewas
abrogated.
The Union Government had

constituted the Delimitation
Commission onMarch 6 to re-
draw Lok Sabha and Assembly
constituencies of the Union
Territoryof JammuandKashmir
and the North-Eastern states of
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
ManipurandNagaland.
After this, the Lok Sabha

speakernominated15MPsfrom
these states as “associatemem-
bers” of the commission, to be
headed by former Supreme
Court Justice Ranjana Prakash
Desai.
FromtheNC,partypresident

Farooq Abdullah, Akbar Lone
andHasnainMasoodiwere the
ones nominated to the panel.
Theywillnowno longerbepart
of it.
Referring to the announce-

ment of the commission by the
Centre, theNationalConference
said Friday: “This delimitation
commission is a product of the
J&K Re-organisation Act, 2019
whichJKNCischallenginginand
outsideHon’bleSC.Participating
inthisdelimitationcommission
willbetantamounttoaccepting
the events of 5th Aug 2019
whichtheNCisunwillingtodo.”
Theparty also said that con-

stitution of the erstwhile state,
“the constituencies of J&Kwere
tobedelimitedin2026withrest
of the country. The constituen-
cies inthestatewerelastdelim-
ited in '90s”.
Thereafter, the party added,

an amendment in the constitu-
tion of J&K was unanimously
passed in the former state as-
sembly.“Alltheregionalparties,
Congress and BJP voted for this
amendmenttocarryoutdelim-
itationwiththerestof thecoun-
tryin2026.Thereforetheconsti-
tution of the delimitation
commission is unwarranted,”
thepartystatement read.

NC says won’t
participate in
delimitation
exercise

Salve advocates tribunals for private
defamation to fast-track cases

New Delhi: The Congress on
Friday came down heavily on
SolicitorGeneralTusharMehtafor
accusingsomehighcourtsofrun-
ning a parallel government and
questioningthepersonalcommit-
ment of those who had ap-
proached the top court over the
plightofmigrantworkers.
FormerLawMinisterAshwani

Kumarsaid“thereportedspatbe-
tweentheSolicitorGeneralanda
formerminister is a new low in
the rapidly declining quality of
Courtroomdiscourse”.
Hewasreferringtothecourt-

room conversation between
Mehta and former Lawminister
KapilSibalThursday.
“A lawofficer, as anofficer of

theCourtcannotseektodiminish
anotherofficeroftheCourtinthe
exerciseofhisprofessionalrights
norwastheCounselrightindish-
ing out amonetary sum as his
contribution,consistentwiththe
finer traditions of charity,”
Kumarsaid. ENS

VISHWASWAGHMODE
MUMBAI,MAY29

WHILE MAHARASHTRA Chief
MinisterUddhav Thackerayhas
urgedthelocalyouthtograbavail-
able employment opportunities
in industries after the exodus of
migrant workers back to their
homestates,thestateindustryde-
partment is planning to reduce
the80percent jobquotaforper-
sonsdomiciled in the state to60
per cent for threeyears, but only
inthehigh-techsector.
The move, said sources, is

aimedat attracting industrial in-
vestorstosetupunitsinthestate.
Theproposed relaxation is set to
beapplicabletohi-techindustries
suchasmedicalequipment,home
appliances,electronicsandartifi-
cial intelligence.
Aspertheexistingguidelines,

it ismandatory for industries to
employ80percentMaharashtra
domiciledpersons, and remain-
ing 20per cent employees from
anywhereelse.Thequotahasnot
been legislated, but effected by
wayofagovernmentresolution.
“Now, it is beingproposed to

amend that condition tohire 60
per cent locals, allowing the in-
dustries to hire 40per cent em-
ployeesoftheirchoicefortheini-
tial three years, only in hi-tech
industries.Inthesethreeyears,the
industries should train local
youthswiththeskillsetsrequired
andtakethetotallocalyouthstaff
strengthto80percent,”saidabu-
reaucrat,addingthatthedecision
isyettobefinalised.
The bureaucrat said that the

proposed amendment should
not be linkedwith the sudden
labour shortage due to the de-
parture of the migrant work
force from the state. “It is not
aboutlabourshortage.Anindus-
try may require manpower of
certainskill sets,whichmaynot

beavailableinabundanceinthe
state. So, this amendment will
help industries get the required
manpower for the initial three
years.”
Earlier this month, Uddhav

hadurged"sonsof soil" tocome
forwardtotakeupemployment
opportunities that are opening
upwithmigrantworkersreturn-
ing to their home states.
Interestingly,thecommonmin-
imum program of the Maha
Vikas Aghadi of Shiv Sena, NCP
and Congress states that a law
shallbeenactedtoensure80per
cent reservation in jobs for local
youths, covering contractual
employment aswell as perma-
nent jobs.
Sources said the three-year

amendmentinthehigh-techseg-
ment would help in capacity
building,while companies foot
thebillfortheskilldevelopmentof
local youth. “It is beingproposed
after receiving suggestions from
the industries. Itwill facilitate in-
dustriesintheirinitialhand-hold-
ingof theunits. Then this 20per
cent staff can exit fromtheunits
andlocalyouthscanbegivenjobs
intheirplace,”saidanofficial.

UddhavThackeray

Cong hits out at
Solicitor General
remarks in SC

Hyderabad: A 34-year-old
womanwhowasworking as an
assistant professor at a private
college on the outskirts of
Hyderabad allegedly killed her
10-year-oldsonandhangedher-
self atherhomeonFriday.
Her husband said the

woman, N Bharghavi, had been
unwellafterthebirthofadaugh-
ter a year ago, said an officer
fromNarsingipolicestation.The
one-year-olddaughter,whowas
sleeping in another bedroom,
was unharmed. The husband, a
software engineer, had gone to
officeonFridayforthefirst time
afterhavingworkedfromhome
fornearlytwomonthsduetothe
lockdown. ENS

ED attaches assets of
approver Rajiv Saxena

HI-TECH INDUSTRIES

Maharashtra: Govt looking to
reduce locals’ job quota to 60%

New Delhi



DATAONCovid-19sofarhasindicated
thatmen aremore vulnerable than
women,andtheelderlymorevulnera-
ble than the young.Now, a studyhas
foundthatoldermenworrylessabout
Covid-19 thanwomen their age or
thanyoungermenand
women, and thusmay
beatgreaterriskofcon-
tracting it. This isacon-
cern given that older
menarealreadymoreat
risk, according to the
studyby researchers at
GeorgiaStateUniversity,
and published in The
JournalsofGerontology.
Ingeneral,worrybe-

gins to ease with age,
andisalsoloweramong
men thanwomen. “Notonlydoolder
adultsexhibitlessnegativeemotionsin
their daily lives, they also exhibit less
worryand fewerPTSDsymptoms fol-
lowingnaturaldisastersandterroristat-
tacks,”gerontologyandpsychologyre-
searcher Sarah Barber said in a

statement.
Knowing that older adults tend to

worry less, Barber conducted a study
to see how this affected responses to
the global pandemic. Researchers ad-
ministeredanonlinequestionnaireas-

sessing Covid-19 per-
ceptionsandbehaviour
changes.
Thecatchwasolder

men: compared to all
otherparticipants,older
menwere lessworried
aboutCovid-19,andhad
adopted the fewest
number of behaviour
changes.Theywererel-
ativelylesslikelytohave
worn amask, to report
having stopped touch-

ingtheirfacesortohavepurchasedex-
tra food.Barberdoesnotthinkthean-
swer is to try to inciteworry in older
men. She thinks a better answer is to
helpthemunderstandtheir riskaccu-
rately,theuniversitysaid.

Source:GeorgiaStateUniversity
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Older men worry less about
Covid-19 than others: study
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INDIA COUNT: 165,799 (4,706 DEATHS)
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19,372
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8,067
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7,453
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7,170 UP

16,281 Delhi

15,562
Gujarat

4,536
West Bengal

3,296
Bihar

Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak andwhat you should/should not do?

Write to explained@indianexpress.com

3,251
Andhra Pradesh

UnionHealthMinistryupdateasof11pm,May29.Somestatesmayhave
reportedhighernumbers.Onlystates/UTswithatleastonecaselistedabove.
71,106PATIENTSDISCHARGEDIN32STATESANDUNIONTERRITORIES

RESTOFINDIA
AndamanandNicobarIslands 33
ArunachalPradesh 3
Assam 856
Chandigarh 288
Chhattisgarh 399
DadarNagarHaveli 2
Goa 69
Haryana 1504
HimachalPradesh 276
JammuandKashmir 2036
Jharkhand 469
Karnataka 2533
Kerala 1088
Ladakh 73
Manipur 55
Meghalaya 21
Mizoram 1
Nagaland 18
Odisha 1660
Puducherry 51
Punjab 2158
Sikkim 1
Telangana 2256
Tripura 242
Uttarakhand 500
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169,011
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232,248
Italy

182,559
Germany

270,511
United Kingdom

186,364
France

237,906
Spain

1,725,656
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438,238
Brazil

160,979
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TOTAL CONFIRMED:5,851,494 DEATHCOUNT:361,270
Source: JohnsHopkinsUniversity,updatedat11pmonMay29. JHU’sIndiatallyandHealth

Ministry’stally(below)maynotmatchastheseareaccountedatdifferenttimes.
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ON FRIDAY, the Ministry of Statistics and
ProgrammeImplementation(MoSPI)released
the data for the fourth quarter (January to
March) of the last financial year (2019-20) as
well as the provisional estimates of the full-
yearGDPgrowthrate.
Theprovisionalfigure,whichislikelytobe

revised again by January next year when
MoSPIreleasestheFirstRevisedEstimatesfor
FY20,statesthattheIndianeconomygrewby
4.2%in2019-20(seeTable1).Thisisthelowest
annual growth rate of GDP registeredunder
thenewGDPdataserieswhichuses2011-12as
thebaseyear.
This is not only a far cry from the 8.5%

growththatthegovernmentexpectedinJuly
2019when it presented the Budget for that
year but also significantly lower than the5%
thattheSecondAdvanceEstimatessuggested
attheendofFebruaryearlierthisyear.
Anotherwaytolookattheslumpistolook

at the 16 odd key indicators typically high-
lightedbyMoSPI—suchastheproductionof
coal,cement,crudeoilorthesaleofcommer-
cial vehicles, cargo handled at airports etc.
More than 50% of them showed negative
growthin2019-20.Thesituationkeptgetting
worse each quarter and inQ4, 75% of these
showedcontraction.

NominalGDPplummets
Table1,ofcourse,referstothegrowthrate

inrealGDP. Asimilarfallcanbeseeninthetra-
jectory of thenominalGDP,which is theob-
servedvariable.RealGDPisarrivedatbysub-
tracting the nominal GDP growth by the
inflationlevel.
Atthetimeof the2019-20Budgetpresen-

tation in July, nominalGDPwas expected to
growby12%-12.5%.Bytheendofit,provisional
estimates peg it at just 7.2%. In 2018-19, the
nominalGDPgrewby11%.Thissharpdeceler-
ationinnominalGDPgrowth,morethanany-
thingelse,showsthecontinuedweakeningof
India’sgrowthmomentumevenbeforeitwas
hitbythelockdowninthelastweekofMarch.

Why itmatters
Thereare tworeasonswhythis sharpde-

celerationinthenominalGDPmatters.
Firstofall,thenominalGDPgrowthrateis

thebaseof all fiscal calculations in the coun-
try. Thegovernmentbases its calculations—
say theamount revenues itwill raiseand the
amountofmoneyitwillbeabletospend—on
this initial assumption.Asharpdivergence in
nominalGDPgrowthratebasicallyupsets all
othercalculationsintheeconomy.Forinstance,
a sharp fallmeans the government doesnot
gettherevenuesithadhopedforand,assuch,
itcan’tspendasmuchasitwantedto.
Secondly, the substantial deceleration in

nominal GDP growth reflects poorly on the
government’s fiscalmarksmanship. In other
words, itshowsthatthegovernmentwasnot
able to assess themagnitude of economic
growthdecelerationthatwasunderway.
Poorfiscalmarksmanship,inturn,leadsto

inaccurate policymaking because a govern-
ment could end upmaking policies for an
economy that doesn’t actually exist on the
ground. For instance, it canbeargued that in
aneconomy thatwas slowingdownsharply

andthattooonaccountofadeclineindemand,
evenamassivecorporatetaxcutwouldbein-
effective. To be sure, despite this once-in-a-
generationreform,private investmentsactu-
ally fell by almost 3% in 2019-20— in sharp
contrasttothe9%increasein2018-19.
The provisional estimates released on

Fridayspecificallybringout thisweaknessas
theyincludedsignificantdownwardrevisions
onquarterlyGDPestimates.

Frequentquarterly revisions
India’snationalincomeaccountingdata—

thenewGDPdataseriesusing2011-12asthe
base year—has come in for a fair bit of criti-
cism since. This questioning grew deeper
whenArvindSubramanian,whowastheChief
EconomicAdvisortotheFinanceMinistrybe-
tween2014and2018,argued,in2019,thatthe
newseriesoverestimatedtheGDPbyasmuch
as2.5percentagepoints.
While that debate is not yet settled, the

credibility of India’s GDP estimates is not
helpedbyfrequentandsignificantrevisions.

LookatTable2 to seehowtheprovisional
estimates have fluctuated repeatedly. The
growth estimate for Q2 (July, August and
September),forinstance,hasgonefrom4.5%to
5.1%andbackto4.4%injust5months(January
toMay2020).
Inparticular,itisnowbecomingclearthat

all through2019-20 India’s growth ratewas
deceleratingmuchfaster thanwhatwasoffi-
ciallyacceptedatthattime.
For instance, in July,whichfalls inthesec-

ondquarter,thegovernmentinsistedthatthe
full-year real GDPwill grow by 8.5% even
thoughall indicators suggesteda fastgrowth
deceleration.Thisiseventuallybeingborneout
by theprovisional estimates (last column in
Table2).

Awarpedeconomic structure
Anotherkeytakeawayfromtheprovisional

GDP estimates is the undesirable emerging
structureof theIndianeconomy.
It has been repeatedly andunanimously

argued in thepast, across all hues of govern-
ments, that for India to growandcreate jobs
for themillions that enter itsworkforce each
year, manufacturing growth has to rise.
Togetherwithservices,manufacturinggrowth
was supposed to absorb themillions still de-
pendent on agriculture,which evenwhen it
growsfast,doesnothavetheabilitytoraiseper
capitaincomeinabigway.If Indiawastocre-
atelotsofwell-payingjobsthatallowittoreap
the so-called demographic dividend then it
hadtobeviamanufacturinggrowth.
But2019paintsadismalpictureinthisre-

gard(Table3).Whiletheagricultureandallied
sectors enjoyedbuoyant growth, as the year
progressed,manufacturingsimplylostitsway
—contractingforthreeof thefourquarters.

Theupshot
TheprovisionalGDPestimatesfor2019-20

support thenotionthat thegrowthdecelera-
tion since 2016-17 simply becameworse as
thelastfinancialyearprogressed.
Inthelastquarterof thefinancialyear,the

economygrewbyjust3.1%.Itshowstheecon-
omyhadalreadybecomequitevulnerablebe-
foreCovid-19hitIndiaattheendofMarch.
Of course, given the trend of repeated

downwardrevisions,itislikelythatthesepro-
visionalestimates,too,mayturnoutoptimistic.
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OVERTHEEidholidays inAfghanistan, the
graveofMohammedNajibullah, thecoun-
try’s President from1987-1992, receiveda
surprise visitor. Hamdullah Mohib, the
NationalSecurityAdviser,paidaquietvisit
to theMelan graveyard in Paktia province,
whereNajibullahwasburiedafterhis bar-
barickillingby theTaliban in1996.
Thiswasthefirst timeaseniormember

ofanypost-TalibanAfghangovernmenthas
visitedthegraveofanAfghanpoliticalleader
whoseassociationwiththeSoviet invasion
madehimacontroversialandpolarisingfig-
ure,butwhoinhisfinalyearstransitionedto
an Afghan nationalist and believed —
wrongly—thathisPashtunrootscouldsave
himfromthosewhowantedhimdead.
“During Eid, I visited the tombs of two

historicalfiguresinourcountry,withwhom
my family had differing views in the past.
However, bringing real peace depends on
tolerance, tolerance, and overcoming pre-
determinedclassifications,”Mohibtweeted
onWednesday.
Theothergrave thatMohibvisitedwas

likelythatofAhmadShahMassoud, leader
of theNorthernAlliance,whowaskilledby
al-Qaedahoursbefore the9/11attacks.He
isburied inPanjshirValley.
Mohib said in a second tweet: “Today’s

Afghanistan ismadeupof differentbeliefs
that used to be antagonistic to each other,

but today all work under one system, one
flagandoneAfghanistan.”

The prevailing context
In Mohib’s words, and his visit to the

grave,thereseemedamessageformultiple
audiences— for the Taliban,whose agree-
ment with the US on the withdrawal of
American troops has thrown the country
into another cycle of violent uncertainty;
forPakistan,whichbelievesit isatthecusp
of proxy rule over Afghanistan; and for
Afghans themselves.
The unexpected throwback to

Najibullah came during a three-day Eid
ceasefire declared by the Taliban. OnMay
26, the lastdayof theceasefire, theAfghan
government released hundreds of Taliban
prisoners,andthisappearedtohavehelped
theceasefirehold, asof now.
Where does Najibullah come into all

this?
APashtunwhobeganhispoliticalcareer

whileamedicalstudentinKabulUniversity,
Najibullah started out as amember of the
communist People’s Democratic Party of
Afghanistan.ThePDPAseizedpower in the
1978 Saur revolution, but itwas onlywith
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979
thatNajibullah’s risebegan.
He was first the security boss of

Afghanistan as the head of KHAD, the
Afghan secret service thatwas for all pur-
poses run by the KGB. From 1987, when
Moscow installed him as President,
Najibullah initiated steps for a return to

peace,knownastheNationalReconciliation
Policy (NRP). Glasnost was sweeping
through the Soviet Union, and the Red
Army’scontinuedpresence inAfghanistan
lookeduntenable.
Under the NRP, Najib reverted to the

country’spre-communistnameofRepublic
of Afghanistan (from 1978 to 1987 it was
DemocraticRepublicofAfghanistan), Islam
was declared the state religion, and the
PDPAbecameHezb-e-WatanParty, inabid
to appeal to the Islamistmujahideen vic-
torsof thewar.
Buthiseffortswere invain.
As themujahideen began taking over

Kabul in 1992, he resigned. India tried to
evacuate him that April, but his car was
stoppedoutsidetheairportgatesbyguards
owingallegiance toAbdulRashidDostum,
a warlord who had been bankrolled by
Najibullah,butwhohadswitchedsides.
The plane that was to fly Najibullah to

Delhiwas on the runway.He failed to per-
suadetheguardstolethimpass.Norcould
hegoback to thePresident’spalace. So the
car took him to the UN compoundwhere
hewould live for the next four-and-a-half
years inself-imprisonment.
TheTalibantookoverAfghanistanfrom

thewarring factionsof themujahideenaf-
ter a four-year civilwar. In 1996, they cap-
turedKabul.
Massoud did offer Najibullah safe pas-

sagetothenorth,butheturneditdown,still
hoping to make a deal with the Taliban.
WithnoUNofficials left in the compound,

a small team of the Taliban stormed in.
Najibullah and his brother were beaten,
draggedbehinda jeep, castrated, shot, and
thenstrungupfromatraffic lightpoleout-
side thePresidentialpalace.

Why the visitmatters
LargesectionsinAfghanistanhavebeen

againsttheUS-Talibandeal,describingitas
a handover of the country to the Taliban
onceagain.
Mohib,blackballedbytheUSeversince

his remarks against US Special Envoy to
AfghanistanZalmayKhalilzad, ispartof the

country’s security apparatus, which sees
theTalibanasaproxyof Pakistan.
Atsuchatime,theshowofposthumous

solidaritywithNajibullahhasservedtore-
mind of Najibullah’s own efforts at an
Afghan-led and Afghan-owned national
reconciliation,andhowthatfailed.Itrecalls
the extreme cruelty of the Taliban as they
established themselvesas the rulers.
It is alsoa finger in theeyeof Pakistan.
Najibullah, after all,managed to thwart

the powerful ISI and its boss Hamid Gul’s
dreamproject of toppling his government
andinstallingamujahideenregimeafterthe
Soviet forces withdrew in 1989. But the
Afghan armymanaged to inflict a hugede-
featonthemujahideenand itsbackers; the
SovietUnionbackedNajibullahwithmate-
rial.Thebattlelastedfivemonths.Over3,000
mujahideenwerekilled,manythousandsof
civilianswereeitherkilledorhadtoflee.
BenazirBhutto,whohadthenjustbeen

elected, firedGul.
Moresignificantlyforthepresenttimes,

as the Pakistani political commentator
Mohammed Taqi wrote in a 2014 essay,
Najibullah“wasimmenselypopularamong
the Pashtun nationalist rank and file in
Pakistan”, although the leadership of two
big Pashtunparties— theAwamiNational
Party and the PakhtunkwaMilli Awami
Party — did not stand by him when he
neededthem.
WithPakistandoingeverythingtosup-

press the Pashtun TahaffuzMovement in
its own northwest, the last thing it would

wishtoseeistheresurrectionofalongdead
Afghan leaderasaPashtunhero.
TaqitoldTheIndianExpressthatwhilein

Afghanistan Najibullah was disliked by
most people because of his “brutal past”,
therehasalsobeenarealisationofwhathe
had tried to pull off. “Many do see him as
someonewhoreallytriedtruthandrecon-
ciliation” through his National
ReconciliationPolicy.Inthatsense,saidTaqi,
Mohib’s visit toNajibullah’s grave, besides
being “anti-Talibanmessaging”, was “also
a truth and reconciliation gesture to
Afghans themselves”.
Itisironicthattheefforttoacknowledge

Najibullah as an Afghan nationalist has
come at a timewhen India is considering
openingchannelstotheTaliban,withwhich
it has never had formal relations. While
Najibullah’sfamilyescapedtoIndiamonths
before he was deposed in 1992, and has
livedinDelhieversince,theNarasimhaRao
government accorded formal recognition
to the ISI-CIA-backedmujahideengovern-
ment of Gulbuddin Hekmatyer in Kabul,
puttingasideanimositieswithPakistan.
Thewheelhasturnedfullcircle.AsNew

Delhi considers if talking to the Taliban is
better than being left out altogether,
Najibullah’s daughter, Muska Najibullah,
captured some of the irony in a tweet on
May 15: “#TheKhalilzadStrategy – how to
distracttheworldfromafailed#peace#deal
in Afghanistan?Drag one of its oldest and
loyal friendsandcreatearegionalmess”.
Longerversion:www.indianexpress.com

How to read slowing growth
SIMPLYPUT

NewlyreleasedprovisionalestimatesshowGDPgrowthat its lowestyetundernewdataseries. What
does itsayaboutthestateof theeconomy?HowvulnerablewasitevenbeforetheCovidpandemic?

SANDEEPSINGH
NEWDELHI,MAY29

THERESERVEBank of India onWednesday
said thegovernmenthasdiscontinued7.75%
savings(taxable)bonds,2018forsubscription
witheffectfromthecloseofbankingbusiness
onThursday.While this is in linewith there-
centcutinreporatebytheRBIandsubsequent
cutindepositratesbybanksandsmallsavings
ratebythegovernment,themovewilldeprive
investors of another saving instrument that
yieldedrelativelyhighposttaxreturns.

Whatare7.75%RBIbonds?
These were issued with effect from

January10,2018andwereavailableforsub-
scription to resident citizens/HUF to invest
inataxablebond.WhileeachbondwasofRs

1,000, thebondshadnomaximumlimit for
investment.Theyhada7-yearlock-inperiod
from the date of issue, but premature en-
cashmentwaspermittedtoindividualsaged
60andabove.Interestonthesebondswillbe
taxableunder the Income-TaxAct, 1961.

Wasit inhighdemand?
Investmentadvisorssaythatwhileitwas

mostlyusedbyhighnet-worthindividualsto
invest,thedemandforRBIbondswentupsig-
nificantly over the last couple of months as
investorsturnedrisk-averse.Evenasthepost-
taxreturnswerelowcomparedtoPSU-debt,
expertssayinvestorsrushedforitastheysaw
it as the safest investment instrumentavail-
able. “At this time investors are not looking
for return but for the safety of their capital,
andsomanyinvestorswereinvestinginthese
instruments purely for reasons of safety of

their capital,” said Surya Bhatia of Asset
Managers,an investmentadvisory firm.

Howdidit fareagainstotheroptions?
As the 7.75% RBI bondswere taxable in-

struments, the interest income on itwould
betaxableatthemarginaltaxrate.Forthose
with incomeof over Rs 5 crore and earning
interestincomefromthesebonds,thereturn
would be 4.44%. For those falling in the tax
bracketof 30%, the return fromthesebonds
would stand at 5.4%, while for those in the
lowesttaxbracketof10%,thepost-taxreturn
wouldbe6.975%.
In April 2020, the government an-

nounced a cut in the small savings rate.
While the rates for PPFwere cut from 7.9%
earlier to 7.1%, that on Sukanya Samriddhi
Yojanawasbroughtdownto7.6%from8.4%.
By comparison, SBI is currently offering

5.3%fortermdepositsof3-5yearsand5.4%on
termdeposits of 5-10years. Thepost-tax re-
turnforthoseinthe30%taxbracketwouldbe
3.71%and3.78%respectively.ExpertssayPSU
debtpapersofferpost-taxreturnofaround7%.

Whythecut inrates?
Interestrateshavebeenonadeclinesince

the global growth projections have been
brought downamid the pandemic. The RBI
firstannounceda75-basis-pointcut inrepo
rate onMarch 27 to 4.4%, and then a cut in
reporateby40basispointsto4%onMay22.
A cut in repo ratesnotonly reduces the rate
atwhichcommercialbanksborrowfromRBI
butalsoleadstoacut indepositandlending
rates forbanks.
TheRBI’smove tocut reporatehasbeen

to push credit growth and demand in the
economy.

7.75% RBI bonds discontinued: cause & effect
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Why a top Afghan official visited the grave of ex-President Najibullah

ThenAfghanPresidentNajibullah in
India in1988. ExpressArchive

TABLE 2: TOOMUCHBACK&FORTH
QUARTERLYGDPGROWTHRATEIN2019-20
Quarter 1st 2nd Provisional

Advance Advance Estimate
Estimate Estimate (May29,
(January (February 2020)
7,2020) 28,2020)

Q1 5.0% 5.6% 5.2%
Q2 4.5% 5.1% 4.4%
Q3 -- 4.7% 4.1%
Q4 -- -- 3.1%
Source:MoSPI

TABLE 1: DECELERATING
GROWTHSINCE2016-17
YEAR GDPGROWTH

RATE
2012-13 5.5%
2013-14 6.4%
2014-15 7.4%
2015-16 8%
2016-17 8.3%
2017-18 7%
2018-19 6.1%
2019-20 4.2%
2020-21 -5%to-10%*
*Unofficial estimates

TABLE 3: INDIANMANUFACTURING
HAS LOST ITSWAY
QUARTERLYGDPGROWTHRATE
Sector Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4
Agriculture 3% 3.5% 3.6% 5.9%
Manufacturing 3% -0.6% -0.8% -1.4%
Construction 5.2% 2.6% -0.04% -2.2%
Source:MoSPI
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SOUTHAFRICA

Virustesting
backlogof
nearly100,000
Johannesburg:SouthAfrica
says it has a backlog of
nearly 100,000 un-
processed tests for the
coronavirus,astrikingex-
ampleofthepainfulshort-
age of testing kits and
reagents across Africa as
cases steadily rise. “This
challengeiscausedbythe
limited availability of test
kits globally,” the health
ministry said in a state-
ment overnight putting
thebacklogat96,480asof
Monday. Priority is given
to processing tests from
patients admitted tohos-
pitalsandhealthworkers,
it said. South Africa has
conductedmore tests for
the virus than any other
country inAfrica—more
than655,000.

InCapeTown. AP

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

GREECE

Govttoallow
touristsfrom
29countries
Athens: GreeceonFriday
listed 29 countries from
where it will accept vis-
itors as of June 15 as the
Greekgovernment looks
to mitigate some of the
financial damage from
the pandemic. The list
willbeexpandedon July
1 to include other coun-
tries, the ministry said.
The 29 announced
Friday includeAustralia,
Austria, Germany,
Denmark, Switzerland,
Japan, Israel,China,New
Zealand and South
Korea. Visitors arriving
from those countries
couldbesubject to sam-
ple coronavirus testing,
theministry said.

AFGHANISTAN

Talibanattack
oncheckpoint
kills14
Kabul: Talibanfightersat-
tacked an army check-
point in eastern
Afghanistan, killing 14
military personnel, the
Defense Ministry said
Friday. The Taliban took
responsibility for
Thursday's attack in
Paktiaprovince, calling it
a “defensive action,”
withoutelaborating.Javid
Faisal, spokesmanforthe
Afghanistan national se-
curity adviser's office,
said despite sporadic
clashes, a truce in effect
during the three-day
Muslimholidayof Eidal-
Fitr, which ended
Tuesday,wouldcontinue.

RAYMONDZHONG&
RUSSELLGOLDMAN
NEWYORK,MAY29

TWITTERADDEDawarninglabel
early Friday to a tweet from
President Trump implying that
protestersinMinneapoliscouldbe
shot, in amove likely to escalate
tensionsbetweenTrumpandhis
favoritesocialmediamegaphone.
The company said Trump’s

post violated its rules against
glorifying violence, and it pre-
vented users from viewing the
tweet without reading a brief
notice, the first time it has re-
stricted one of the president’s
messages in this way. Twitter
alsoblockedusersfromlikingor
replyingtoTrump’spost,though
they were still allowed to
retweet it if they added a com-
mentof theirown.
But Twitter did not take the

tweetdown,sayingitwasinthe
public’s interest that themes-
sage remainaccessible.
In the tweet, posted early

Friday morning, Trump called
the protesters “thugs” and said
he had toldMinnesota’s gover-
nor that themilitarywas “with
himall theway.” “Anydifficulty
andwewillassumecontrolbut,
when the looting starts, the
shooting starts,” the president
wrote. “Thankyou!”
Twittersaidithaddecidedto

restrict the tweet “based on the
historicalcontextof thelastline,
its connection to violence, and
the risk it could inspire similar
actions today.”
The company’s decision

comesadayafterTrumpsigned
an executive order that seeks to
limitthelegalprotectionsshield-
ingsocialmediacompaniesfrom
liabilityforthecontentpostedon

their platforms. The president
had fulminated over Twitter’s
decisionearlier thisweektoadd
fact-checking labels for the first
time to two of his tweets. In re-
sponse,heaccusedTwitterofsti-
fling speech and said that he
wouldendthe interference.
Hoursafterthewarninglabel

was added to Trump’s Friday
tweet,hepostedanotherthatac-
cused Twitter of targeting
“Republicans,Conservatives&the
Presidentof theUnitedStates.”
Twitter has for years faced

criticismover Trump’s posts on
theplatform,whichhehasused
to issuethreats,bullycriticsand
spreadfalsehoods.Thecompany
hassaidrepeatedlythatthepres-
identdidnotviolate its termsof
service, however much he ap-
peared toskirt the line.
The company has also said

thatblockingworldleadersfrom
the service or removing their
tweetswouldhinder public de-
batearoundtheirwordsandac-
tions. Twitterdidannounce last
year, however, that it would in
certain cases placewarning la-
bels on posts frompolitical fig-
ures thatbroke its rules. NYT

Protestersset fire totheentranceof apolicestationamidprotests inMinneapolis,Minnesota,onThursday. Reuters

THENEWYORKTIMES
NEWYORK,MAY29

AMINNEAPOLIS police station
was overrun and set ablaze by
protestersThursdaynight asde-
structive demonstrations raged
in the city and spread across the
countryovernightFridayafterthe
deathofGeorgeFloyd,anAfrican-
Americanman,inpolicecustody.
Hediedafterpleading,“Ican’t

breathe,”whileawhitepoliceof-
ficer pressed his knee into his
neck.Thedeathsetoffdaysofcon-
tinuing protests and scattered
looting of stores in the city, as
demonstrators denounced an-

otherinalonglineoffatalencoun-
ters betweenAfrican-Americans
andlawenforcementofficers.
The demonstration near the

Minneapolis Police
Department’s Third Precinct
grewmore intense in the hours
after prosecutors said that they
had not decided whether to
charge the officer videotaped
pressing his knee into Floyd’s
neck forabouteightminutes.
Thespectacleofapolicesta-

tion in flames and a president
appearing to threaten violence
against those protesting the
death of a black man in police
custody— set against the back-
dropofacoronaviruspandemic

that has kept many residents
fromengagingwithoneanother
directly formonths— added to
the anxiety of a nation already
plagued by health and eco-
nomic crises.
The protests have spread

across the state, leading to the
evacuation on Thursday after-
noonof lawmakersandemploy-
ees from the State Capitol in St
Paul as a precaution. Other
protests were reported across
thecountry.
InPhoenix,hundredsofpro-

testersmarchedtowardtheState
Capitolwithrelativecalmbefore
tense face-offs with police offi-
cers later in thenight.

Afterordercrackingdownonsocialmedia,Twitterrestricts
TrumptweetimplyingMinneapolisprotesterscouldbeshot

TrumpvsTwitter:Warnings, executive order

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
LONDON,MAY29

UPTO six people fromdifferent
households will be allowed to
meetoutdoorsnextweekaspart
of anothermodesteasingof the
coronavirus lockdown in
England, U.K. Prime Minister
Boris JohnsonsaidThursday.
Johnson,whohasfaceddays

of scorn forkeepinghis topaide
Dominic Cummings in post fol-
lowing his controversial travels
duringthelockdown,saidfami-
lies and friends in groups of up
to six canmeet fromMonday in
outdoor spaces, including pri-
vategardens.
Johnson said at a news con-

ferencethatthiswaspotentially

a “long-awaited and joyfulmo-
ment”forparentsandgrandpar-
ents but stressed that people
fromdifferenthouseholdsmust
remain2meters (6.5 feet) apart
andshouldonlyaccesshomesto
get to thegarden.Barbecuesare
allowedaspartof theeasingbut
camping ingardens isnot.
Theprimeministeralsocon-

firmedthatschoolswillstartre-
opening fromMonday, initially
for some younger students.
Outdoor-based shops, such as
carshowrooms,canalsoreopen.
Earlier, England’s Premier
League also said the soccer sea-
sonistorecommenceonJune17.
Scotland, Wales and

NorthernIrelandarealsoeasing
lockdowns, in slightly different
ways.

GURDIPSINGH
SINGAPORE,MAY29

SINGAPORE IS planning to es-
tablish "travel bubbles" with
countries where coronavirus is
under control, authorities said
as the city-state on Friday re-
ported611newCOVID-19cases,
a majority of them foreign
workers living indormitories.
Singapore'stallyof infections

nowstandsat33,860andmajor-
ity of them are foreignworkers
holdingworkpermit and resid-
inginthedormitories,theHealth
Ministry said.
Of the 611 new cases re-

ported on Friday, 608were for-
eign workers and three were
Singaporecitizensorpermanent

residents (foreigners), themin-
istry said, adding that a total of
1,018 COVID-19 patients were
dischargedonThursday.
Meanwhile, National

Development Minister
LawrenceWong on Thursday
saidthat,Singaporewillremove
restrictions on essential trips
progressivelyamidmovestoes-

tablish"greenlanes"withcoun-
tries where COVID-19 is under
control butmass travelwill still
beout, the report said.
He noted that mass travel

"will takealot longertoresume,
notjustinSingapore,butalsoin-
ternationally".
Wong, who co-chairs the

multi-ministry task force on
COVID-19, saidprotocols for es-
sentialtravelwouldincludetest-
ing travellers leavingandenter-
ingSingapore.
Discussionswithothercoun-

tries toestablish"travelbubbles"
are at varying stages,with some
atmore advanced levelswhile
othershaveonlyjustcommenced,
hesaid. Detailswillbeannounced
when agreements have been
reached,thereportsaid. PTI

THENEWYORKTIMES
NEWYORK,MAY29

UNDERSCRUTINYforweeksover
acoronavirusdeathtollsolowthat
Russianofficialshaileditasa“mir-
acle,”Moscowhealthauthorities
now say they have “improved”
theircountforAprilandfoundthat
more than twiceasmanypeople
diedasinitiallyreported.
The recalculation, an-

nouncedbythecity’smunicipal
health department, followed
heateddebateovertheaccuracy
of Russian data. But, evenwith
itsofficialAprildeathcountnow
morethandoubled,Moscowstill
hasafarlowercoronavirusmor-
talityratethanothermajorcities.
Russia, with 387,623 coron-

avirusinfectionsasofFriday,isthe
third-hardest-hit country after
theUSandBrazil. But ithas con-
sistently reported fewer deaths
from the virus than the US and
Europe, leading officials and
state-controlled newsoutlets to
trumpeta“Russianmiracle”.
TheMoscowhealth depart-

ment said that, under a new
methodology that includes fatal
diseasesacceleratedbythecoro-
navirusasa“catalyst”butnotnec-
essarilycausedbyit,1,561people
withcoronavirushaddiedinApril,
not639asreportedearlier.

REUTERS
ZURICH,MAY29

THIRTY-SEVENcountriesandthe
World Health Organisation
(WHO) appealed on Friday for
commonownershipofvaccines,
medicinesanddiagnostictoolsto
tackletheglobalcoronaviruspan-
demic, takingaimatpatent laws
theyfearcouldbecomeabarrier
tosharingcrucialsupplies.
While the push by mostly

developing nations, called the
COVID-19 Technology Access
Pool, won praise from groups
including Doctors Without
Borders, a drug industry al-
liance questioned if the effort
to pool intellectual property
would reallybroadenaccess to
medicines.
Developing and some small

nations fear rich countries
pumping resources into finding
vaccines -more than 100 are in
development-willmuscletheir

way to the front of the queue,
onceacandidate succeeds.
“Vaccines, tests, diagnostics,

treatments and other key tools
in the coronavirus response
mustbemadeuniversallyavail-
ableasglobalpublicgoods,”said
Costa Rica President Carlos
Alvarado.
The effort, originally pro-

posedinMarch,aimstoprovide
a one-stop shop for scientific
knowledge,dataandintellectual
property amid a pandemic that

has infectedmore than 5.8mil-
lionpeopleandkilledmorethan
360,000.
TheWHOissueda“Solidarity

Call to Action”, asking other
stakeholders to join the volun-
tarypush.
“WHOrecognisestheimpor-

tant role thatpatentsplay in fu-
elling innovation but this is a
timewhenpeoplemusttakepri-
ority,” WHO Director General
Tedros AdhanomGhebreyesus
toldanonlinenewsbriefing.

SARAHWU&
MARIUSZAHARIA
HONGKONG,MAY29

HONG KONG told the United
States to keep out of the debate
overnationalsecuritylegislation
being imposed by China, and
warned that withdrawal of the
financialhub’sspecialstatusun-
derUSlawcouldbackfireonthe
USeconomy.
President Donald Trump is

due to announce later on Friday
his response to theChinesepar-
liament’s advancement this
week of security legislation for
HongKong,whichmanylawyers,
diplomats and investors fear
coulderodethecity’s freedoms.
TheformerBritishcolonyhas

beenrackedbycivilunrest amid
fears Beijing is curbing the high
degree of autonomy it has en-
joyedunder a “one country, two
systems”formulaadoptedwhen
itreturnedtoChineserulein1997.
“Any sanctions are a double-

edged sword thatwill not only
harmthe interestsofHongKong

butalsosignificantlythoseof the
U.S.,” Hong Kong’s pro-Beijing
governmentsaidlateonThursday.
From 2009 to 2018, the U.S.

tradesurplusof$297billionwith
Hong Kong was the biggest
amongallWashington’strading
partners, and 1,300 U.S. firms
werebased in thecity, it said.
Beijing says the new legisla-

tion,likelytocomeintoforcebe-
fore September, will tackle se-
cession, subversion, terrorism
and foreign interference in the
city. ItcouldalsoseeChinese in-
telligence agencies set up bases
inHongKong.
China’s Ministry of Public

Security (MPS) said it would
“directandsupportHongKong
police to stop violence and re-
store order”. REUTERS

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
KUALALUMPUR,MAY29

MALAYSIA'S FORMER Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad
hasbeenousted fromhisethnic
Malay political party in the lat-
est twist of a power struggle
with his successor, but he has
vowedtochallenge themove.
The 94-year-old Mahathir,

along with his son and three
otherseniormembers,wereex-
pelledfromtheBersatupartyon
Thursday.
The party has has been split

intotwocampssinceintensepo-
liticalwranglingledMahathirto
resign the premiership in
Februaryandthekingtoappoint
fellowpartymemberMuhyiddin
Yassinashisreplacementdespite

Mahathir'sobjections.
Mahathir's son Mukhriz

Mahathir had since challenged
Muhyiddinaspartypresidentin
avote that's beenpostponedby
thecoronaviruspandemic.
“The unilateral action by

Bersatu's president to sack us
withoutvalidreasonisduetohis
own fears in facing party elec-

tions aswell as his unsafe posi-
tionas themostunstableprime
minister in the history of the
country'sadministration,”ajoint
statement byMahathir and the
fourothers read.
Mahathirco-foundedBersatu

withMuhyiddinin2016,andthe
partyjoinedanalliancethatwon
a stunning victory in 2018polls,
leadingtothefirstchangeofgov-
ernmentsinceindependence.
Therulingalliancecollapsed

afterMuhyiddin pulled Bersatu
outtoworkwiththeformergov-
ernment, which has been ac-
cusedofmassivecorruption.
Mahathir, a two-time prime

minister, resignedinprotest.He
hassaidhestillhas themajority
support of lawmakers and has
called for a no-confidence vote
againstMuhyiddin.

TRUMP’SORDERcouldbechallengedincourtasheessentially
seeks to revise Section 230 of the CommunicationsDecency
Act—a federal lawthatgovernsspeechonthe internetwhile
also providing liability protection to internet companies like
Facebook and Twitter. This, many legal experts said, is not
something thepresidenthas thepower todo.AnNYT report
alsopointedoutthattheveryprovisionTrumpseekstorevise
is the onewhich has allowed him to publish “inflammatory,
harassing and factually distortedmessages” thatwould oth-
erwisehavetoberemovedfromsuchplatforms.

Theexecutiveorderand
theActitseekstorevise

“...Anydifficulty and
wewill assume
control but,when
the looting starts,
the shooting starts.
Thank you!”

“Twitter isdoing
nothingaboutallof
the lies&propaganda
beingputoutby
ChinaortheRadical
LeftDemocratParty.
Theyhavetargeted
Republicans,
Conservatives&the
President...Section
230shouldbe
revokedbyCongress.
Until then, itwillbe
regulated!”

DONALDTRUMP
TWEETSONMINNEAPOLIS
VIOLENCE, TWITTERPOLICY

Black man’s killing: protests across US

UK eases lockdown,
Boris says groups of
six can meet outdoors

Groupsofpeopleoutdoors inLondon.Reuters

MigrantworkersinessentialservicesectorsinSingapore.Reuters

APPEALFORCOMMONOWNERSHIPOFVACCINES,MEDICINES

37 nations launch alliance to share Covid tools

InHongKong,Friday. AP

Removing special status double-edged sword:
Hong Kong warns US over proposed move

Attack on Taiwan option to stop
independence: Top China general

YEWLUNTIAN
BEIJING,MAY29

CHINA WILL attack Taiwan if
thereisnootherwayofstopping
it frombecoming independent,
oneof thecountry’smostsenior
generals said on Friday, in a
rhetoricalescalationfromChina
aimed at the democratic island
Beijingclaimsas itsown.
Speaking at Beijing’s Great

HallofthePeopleonthe15than-
niversary of the Anti-Secession
Law, Li Zuocheng, chief of the
Joint Staff Department and

member of the CentralMilitary
Commission, left thedoor open
tousing force.
The2005lawgivesthecoun-

trythelegalbasisformilitaryac-
tion against Taiwan if it secedes
or seems about to, making the
narrowTaiwanStraitapotential
military flashpoint.
“If thepossibility forpeace-

ful reunification is lost, thepeo-
ple’sarmedforceswill,withthe
whole nation, including the
people of Taiwan, take all nec-
essary steps to resolutely
smash any separatist plots or
actions,” Li said.REUTERS

Malaysia’s Mahathir ousted
from party amid power struggle

MahathirMohamad

Moscow revises
tally, doubling
city’s Covid-19
death toll

CNNCREWARRESTED
ON LIVE TELEVISION
POLICEINMinneapolis
arrestedmembersof a
CNNcrewonliveTV.The
three journalistswere
releasedaboutanhour
later.Thenetworkhad
notedonTwitter: “Ablack
reporter fromCNNwas
arrestedwhile legally
coveringtheprotests in
Minneapolis.Awhite
reporteralsoonthe
groundwasnot.”

Singapore to start setting up ‘travel bubbles’

New Delhi
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AS THENDA government took
chargeforitssecondterminMay
lastyear,theintensificationofthe
economicslowdownhadalready
beguntoshowupacrosssectors.
Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
growth slowed to5.2per cent in
the April-June quarter as con-
sumption and investment de-
mand weakened, leading to a
clamour for the government to
loosenitspursestrings,giventhat
governmentexpenditurewasal-
mostsolelysupportingthecoun-
try’s growth after consumption
was impacted by the unfolding
crisisinthenon-bankingfinancial
sector later into the year. The
downwardspiralhasbeenaccen-
tuatedbythelockdownthatwas
enforcedsincelateMarchtotackle
the spread of COVID-19 pan-
demic,withmosteconomistspro-
jecting that the Indian economy
will record a contraction inGDP
thisyear,whileanyrecoveryisex-
pectedtobelongdrawnprocess.
While investment and ex-

ports were already lacklustre,

consumptionwas impacted by
the crisis in the non-banking fi-
nancialsectortriggeredbythede-
fault on repayment of commer-
cial papers by Infrastructure
Leasing& Financial Services Ltd
(IL&FS) in August 2018, which
chokedcreditinthefinancialsys-
temand caused risk averseness.
The failure of Yes Bank to raise
capitalatadequatetime,andsub-
sequent freeze ondepositwith-
drawals imposedby theReserve
Bankof India to stitch togethera
resurrection plan, further ex-
posedthe fragilities in the finan-
cialsystem.
Added to this, the support to

the economy fromgovernment
expenditure tooka furtherhit as
revenue collections started to

slow down. The government’s
decisiontoundertakeacorporate
tax cut for domestic companies
to 22 per cent and for new do-
mesticmanufacturing compa-
niesto15percentinthemiddleof
theyearinSeptember,alongwith
fewothertaxrelatedreliefmeas-
ures, added to the burden to the
exchequer,estimatedtothetune
of about Rs 1.45 lakh crore. In
terms of fresh investments,
though, therewas little to show
for it. The space for aggressive
government spending shrunk
further as the government tried
to stick to the fiscal deficit target
and eventually took recourse of
the0.5per cent escape clause to
finallyend the2019-20 financial
yearwitha fiscalgapestimateof

3.8percentoftheGDPinsteadof
3.3percentearlier.
A slew of announcements

weremade by the government
after the Budget in July 2019,
aimedatquellinganxietyaround
slowing economic growth and
weak consumption and invest-
ment demand, but concerns re-
mainedabouttherecoveryinag-
gregate demand. The
government went back on its
Budgetannouncementsofexter-
nalcurrency-denominatedover-
seassovereignbondissuanceand
thesurchargeoncapitalgainson
shares for both foreign and do-
mestic investors. The growth
story, however, remained grim
withtheGDPgrowthcontinuing
to slide further to 4.4 per cent in
July-September and4.1 per cent
inOctober-December.
The tweaks in taxationstruc-

turewerealsoextendedonthedi-
recttaxessideinthisyear’sbudget
presented in February,wherein
thegovernment introducednew
taxslabswithreducedratesforan
annualincomeofuptoRs15lakh
for those foregoing exemptions
anddeductionsunderasimplified
tax regime. Thenew income tax
systemisoptionalandataxpayer
canchoosetoremainintheexist-
ingregimewithexemptionsand
deductions.
Top sources in the Finance

Ministry said on Friday that the
approachadoptedbythegovern-
ment, after the COVID-19 pan-

demicandduringmuchofthelast
year,hasbeenaimedat“kickstart-
ing the economy” through the
corporatetaxandGSTratecutsto
boost investmentandconsump-
tion.Themeasuresannouncedas
partof theAtmanirbharpackage
intend toprovide credit support
tocompaniesaswellasindividu-
als, theysaid. The thinking in the
government is that it’s better for
“economic agents” to borrowat
lenienttermsandkickstartactiv-
ityasthelockdowneases,instead
ofthegovernmentexpandingthe
fiscal deficit by awidemargin,
theysaid.
Thepush towardsaggressive

lendingnotwithstanding,theRBI
data reflected a near collapse of
the industry demand for bank
creditsince2016.Whilethebank
credit outstanding to the indus-
try grew justmarginally by 0.7
percent toRs29.05 lakhcrore in
theyearendedMarch2020,over
the last four years, credit out-
standing to the industry has ex-
pandedby justRs1,74,451crore,
or at a compounded annual
growth rate of 1.56 per cent.
Sources in the financeministry
said banks already have “loan
sanctions inplace fornearlyRs7
lakh croreworth of loans” and
disbursementwill nowpick up
witheconomicactivityrestarting.
Various agencies have pro-

jectedthat Indiawillexperience
the worst recession in current
year, despitemeasures takenby

the government. Rating agency
CRISIL in a recent report said
India’sgrowthwillfalloffthecliff
and contract 5 per cent in fiscal
2021,andgoingbacktopre-pan-
demicgrowthratesinthenext3
years doesn’t seem likely. In the
past69years,Indiahasseenare-
cessiononlythrice—asperavail-
abledata— in fiscals 1958, 1966
and1980. Financeministry offi-
cials have refrained fromgiving
anyassessmentontheGDPsofar,
arguing that the uncertainty
make it difficult to predictwhat
will be growth for the year and
the government is rather fo-
cussedondealingwiththecrisis.
“Firstthingtokeepinmindis

that there is significant uncer-
taintyaboutgrowth…andespe-
cially aboutpredicting amid the
Covid pandemic because unlike
an economic phenomenon
where one can say that with
some degree of certainty that
phenomenonmay end at this
pointintime,(but)thisisprima-
rily a pandemic and so all re-
sponses, like the lockdownisaf-
fectingeconomy.Souncertainty
isreallyaboutwhenwillwehave
a vaccine andwhether this can
beadministeredtoa largenum-
ber of people across countries.
Given all this, it’s very hard for
anybody tomakea reliable esti-
mate,” Chief Economic Adviser
Krishnamurthy Subramanian
toldTheIndianExpress inarecent
interview.

ECONOMY

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,MAY29

RECOGNISING THE highest
ever locustactivityinthelast
20 years, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) issued a circular
Friday “strongly advising”
flightstoavoidflyingthrough
anyknownlocustswarms.
According to the circular,

flying through a swarm can
causeproblemsforaircraftat
thetimeof landingandtake-
offwithall theair inletsofan
aircraft,includingengines,air
conditioningpacks,etc,prone
to being damaged by the in-
sects. They are hazardous to
an aircraft’s systems even
whenit isparked.
“Whiledamagetoagricul-

ture and crops by locust
swarms is well known, the
objective of this operations
circular is to get aviation fra-
ternity aware of the risks
posed by locust swarms and
the need to avoid flying
throughaswarm,”theDGCA
noted.
Furthermore, flying

throughlocustswarmscould
also cause the plane’swind-
shieldtobecoveredwiththe
insects,reducingapilot’sabil-
ity to land using visual ap-
proach.
“Use of wipers at times

may cause the smear to
spread even more; pilots
should consider this aspect
prior to opting to usewipers
to remove locusts from the
windshield,”thecircularsaid.
In January this year, an

Ethiopian Airlines jet was
forcedtomakeanemergency
landing after it flew into a

swarm of locusts that were
smeared across the wind-
shield.
Other instruments of an

aircraftsuchaspitottubescan
also be affected by locusts,
even when the planes are
parked.Thiscanleadtoerro-
neous airspeed and altitude
readings for the aircraft’s
flight computer, causing it to
misbehave.
“Postaflightthroughalo-

cust swarm, appropriate en-
try in the pilot’s defect log
shouldbemadegivingdetails
of anymalfunction experi-
enced and the engineering
crew should conduct checks
asmandatedprior to release
of theaircraft fornext flight,”
theDGCAcircularnoted.
Ground handling agen-

cies shouldbeaware that lo-
cust swarms pose risk to
parkedaircraft,wherepossi-
ble air inlets and probes
shouldbecovered.

SECTORWATCH
AVIATION

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MAY29

THEOUTPUTof eight core infra-
structure industriesplungedbya
record38.1percentinAprilasthe
nationwide lockdowntocontain
coronavirus pandemic caused a
substantial loss of production
acrosssectors.
Theproductionofcoal,natural

gas, refinery products, steel, ce-
mentandelectricitycontractedin
doubledigitsinthemonth,accord-
ing to official data released on
Friday.
Theeightcoresectorshadex-

panded by 5.2 per cent in April

2019whileinMarch2020thesec-
torshadcontractedby9percent.
“In viewof nationwide lock-

downduringApril 2020 due to
COVID-19pandemic, various in-
dustries-coal, cement, steel,nat-
uralgas, refinery,crudeoiletcex-
perienced substantial loss of
production,” theCommerceand
IndustryMinistry said ina state-
ment.
Productionof coal, crudeoil,

naturalgas,refineryproducts,fer-
tiliser, steel, cementandelectric-
itycontractedby15.5percent,6.4
per cent, 19.9 per cent, 24.2 per
cent,4.5percent,83.9percent,86
per cent, 22.8 per cent, respec-
tively.WITHPTI

Locustsatvillage4Vnear
SriKaranpur inSriGanga
Nagar,Rajasthan,on
Friday.GurmeetSingh

Vodafone Idea
denies reports of
Google stake buy

‘Govt to ensure firms don’t get
picked up at throwaway prices’
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,MAY29

THETHREATofhostiletakeovers
is certainly aworryand thegov-
ernmentwill ensure that Indian
businessesdonotgetsnappedup
at throwaway prices, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
saidonFriday.
TheoutbreakofCOVID-19has

hit industries across theworld
duetodepresseddemandcaused
bylockdowns.
So, themarket provides op-

portunities to playerswith deep
pocketstobuycompaniesindis-

tress at a very cheap valuation,
shesaid.
“That’s a reality butwehave

totakecarethatbusinesseswhich
havebeenbuiltbythesweatand
toil of Indians, andwhich have
hadgreatbrandvalue,cannotbe
allowed to bepickedupbypeo-
plewhoarejustlookingforanop-
portunity.
Meanwhile, non-banking fi-

nancial companies (NBFCs) on
FridayurgedtheFinanceMinister
to allowone-time restructuring
of loanrepayment terms tohelp
themprovideliquiditysupportto
their borrowerswho are facing
cashflowissues.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MAY29

VODAFONEIDEAonFridaydenied
reportsofGoogle’sproposaltobuy
5per cent in the firmandsaid its
boardofdirectorswasnotconsid-
eringanyproposalatthemoment.
“Thecompanyconstantlyeval-

uatesvariousopportunitiesforen-
hancingthestakeholders’value...
Currently, there isnoproposal as
reportedbythemediathatisbeing
considered at the board,”
VodafoneIdeasaid.

Capgemini’s
Delaporte
to be Wipro’s
new CEO
Bengaluru:Wipro on Friday an-
nounced the appointment of
Capgemini’s chief operatingoffi-
cerandamemberoftheFrenchIT
major’s group executive board,
ThierryDelaporte, as itsCEOand
managingdirector.Delaportewill
bebasedinParisandwill jointhe
companyfromJuly6andreportto
Wipro’schairmanRishadPremji.
Delaportewill be takingover

fromAbidaliNeemuchwalainthe
midstofapandemicthathastrig-
geredseveralbankruptcies.FE

DGCA says locusts are a
threat to aircraft, issues
guidelines for safe flight

Scrapping of 7.75% savings bonds to hit savers, pensioners
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI/NEWDELHI,MAY29

THEGOVERNMENT’Sdecisionto
discontinue the 7.75 per cent
Savings (Taxable) Bonds, 2018
fromThursdayhascomeasablow
tosaversandpensionersatatime
whentheirreturnsfrombankde-
positshave fallen steeply follow-
ingaseriesof cut indeposit rates
by the banks and reduction in
small savings rateby thegovern-
mentoverlastcoupleofmonths.
According to fundmanagers

and analysts, the 7.75 per cent
Savings(Taxable)Bonds,2018was
thefavouriteinvestmentoptionfor
savers andpensionerswhocon-
sidered these bonds as safe and
generating adequate returns, as
well as being a big drawamong
HNIs. “Thesebondswereagood
choice for investorswhoarenot

fallingunder tax liability orwho
have an exemption under the
IncomeTaxAct.Saverswithacon-
servative approach in investing
were attracted by7.75per cent.
Thesebondsareguaranteedforre-
payment by theRBI. Savers and
pensionersarenowat themercy
ofbanks.Thegovernmentshould
reconsider its decision,” saidBSE
stockdealerandinvestmentadvi-
sorPawanDharnidharka.
Former Finance Minister

PChidambaramcameoutstrongly
againstthedecisiontodiscontinue
bonds.“Thegovernmenthasdealt
anotherblowtocitizenswhosave,
especiallyseniorcitizens.Ithasdis-
continued the 7.75 per cent RBI
Bonds. The governmentdid this
once before in January 2018. I
protestedvehemently.Next day
they re-introduced thebondbut
reduced the interest rate from8
per cent to 7.75 per cent,”
Chidamabaramsaid.
“Effectively,aftertax,thebond

willyieldonly4.4percent.Thatis
nowtakenaway.Why? Ideplore
this action. Every government is
boundtoprovideatleastonesafe,
risk-free investmentoption to its
citizens. ItwastheRBIbondsince
2003,”Chidambaramsaid.
The RBI onWednesday said

that thegovernmenthasdiscon-
tinued7.75percentsavings (tax-
able)bonds,2018forsubscription

witheffectfromthecloseofbank-
ing business on Thursday. The
scrappingof 7.75per centbonds
will deprive investors of another
savinginstrumentthatyieldedrel-
ativelyhigherposttaxreturnsfor
investors,severalinvestorssaid.
Investors and savers are al-

ready a worried lot with stock
marketsfalling–theSensexdown
byaround10,000pointsthisyear
—andmutual fundsgivingnega-
tive returns. The decision of
FranklinTempletonMFtowindup
6credit riskschemes(withacor-
pus of Rs 28,000 crore) also un-
nerved investors. “What will
savers andpensionersdo?Their
returnsarefalling.Nowthesavings
bond is also scrapped,”
Dharnidharkasaid.
The7.75bonds2018were is-

suedwitheffect fromJanuary10,
2018andwereavailable for sub-
scriptiontoresidentcitizens/HUF

toinvest inataxablebond.While
onebondwasofRs1,000each,the
bondshadnomaximumlimitfor
investment. The bonds had a 7
yearlock-in-periodfromthedate
of issue,but, it permittedprema-
ture encasement to individuals
whowere 60 years and above.
Interestonthesebondswillbetax-
able under the Income-taxAct,
1961. “After lowering the interest
rates inPPFandsmall savings in-
struments,theabolitionoftheRBI
Bond is another cruel blow,”
Chidambaramsaid.
WithRBIslashingreporateto

4percent, saversandpensioners
are finding their investmentop-
tionslimited. InApril,thegovern-
mentannouncedacutinthesmall
savings rate.While the rates for
PPFwerecutfrom7.9percentear-
lierto7.1percent,thatonSukanya
Samriddhi Yojanawas cut to 7.6
percentfrom8.4percentearlier.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MAY29

THE FINANCEMinistry is not in
favour of increasing goods and
servicestax(GST)ratesonnon-es-
sentialitemsinthemeetingofthe
GSTCouncilscheduledinJune,de-
spite sliding revenuecollections,
government sources said on
Friday.Highertaxesonnon-essen-
tial itemswill furtherbringdown
their demand and impede the
overall economic recovery.
Sources also indicated that as of
nowthereisnoproposaltoreduce
GST rateonessential items, even
as it is ultimately GST Council
whichwill take anydecision on
changingthetaxratesandnotjust
thecentralgovernment.
“After the lockdown is lifted

demandforeverythinghas tore-
vive andnot just essential items.
Demand from all sides, for all
goodshave tobe induced.That is
important as the government
wantstorevivetheeconomy,”the

sourcessaid.Taxratesarelikelyto
comeupfordiscussionduringthe
councilmeetingnextmonthtobe
attendedby state financeminis-
ters, theyadded. The39thmeet-
ing of GST Council was held in
March,whichproposedrationali-
sationoftaxesonmanyitems.
Thenationwidelockdownthat

is inplacesinceMarch24hasse-
verely affecteddemandproduc-
tionacrossallsectors.
Sources added the govern-

ment has not taken any call on
monetisation of deficit at this
point of time to shore up its re-
sources. “Nobody knows how
this COVID-19 pandemic pans
out,whatshapeitisgoingtotake,
what kindof impact itwill have
ontheIndianeconomy,andglob-
allyalsonocountryknowstoday
what lies threemonths later. So
thegovernmentiskeepingallop-
tions open andwill take deci-
sionsaswegoforward,”sources
said, indicating that the govern-
mentmay continuewith cash
transfers into bank accounts of
poorandneedypeople.
TheCentrehas increased re-

centlytheborrowinglimitfromRs
7.8 lakhcrore toRs12 lakhcrore,
which isRs4.2 lakhcrorehigher
thantheBudgetestimate.Sources,
however,saidthereisaneedtore-
ducecostofborrowingforthegov-
ernmentinthegivensituation.

Core sector output shrinks
by record 38.1% in April

‘COVID-19 could cause $8.5
trillion loss in global output’
United Nations chief Antonio Guterres haswarned that the
COVID-19 pandemicwill cause unimaginable devastation,
usher in hunger and famine of historic proportions and
lead to a loss of $8.5 trillion in global output

Word of caution: Ignoring these warning
signs is senseless arrogance. Existential
threats demand humility, unity and
solidarity, the Secretary General said

Beginning with the global
liquidity crisis, he said this was
where the health and economic
crises meet

Source:PTI

SHARPESTCONTRACTION
since theGreat Depression

NEEDFORTHEWORLD to
respond to the unprecedented
crisiswith unity

NEEDTO INVEST in a
sustainable and inclusive
recovery

60MILLIONmore people
pushed into extremepoverty

UPTOHALFTHEGLOBAL
WORKFORCE—1.6 billion
people—without livelihoods

LOSSOF$8.5TRILLION in
global output— the sharpest
contraction since theGreat
Depression of the 1930s

TROUBLINGSIGNS:
Increasing risk of nuclear
proliferation to the
lawlessness of cyberspace

MODIGOVT
SECOND TERM

FIRST YEAR

Alreadystruggling,COVIDaddstogovt’schallenges

PrimeMinisterNarendraModiandFinanceMinister
NirmalaSitharaman. File

BRIEFLY
‘Fedtokeepon
withcrisisfight’
Washington: FederalReserve
Chair JeromePowell reiter-
ated thepromise to use its
tools to shoreup the econ-
omy.REUTERS

India’srequest
toBRICS
NewDelhi: India on Friday
called on BRICS nations to
agreeforwidersharingofin-
formationundertaxtreaties.

SebitoTCSon
infodisclosure
NewDelhi:Sebihaswarned
TCS tobe careful indealing
withdisclosureofmaterial
informationtoinvestors.PTI

RCF’sQ4PAT
risesover190%
NewDelhi:RashtriyaChemi-
calsandFertilizersLtdposted
a rise of 193.54 per cent in
standaloneprofitaftertaxin
Marchquarter toRs142.28
crore fromRs48.47crore in
theyear-agoperiod.ENS

Paitochair IBBI
advisorypanel
NewDelhi:The IBBI has re-
constituteditsadvisorycom-
mitteeonserviceproviders
anditwouldnowbechaired
byTVMohandasPai.PTI

GST hike on non-essential items
unlikely despite falling revenues

E●EX
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D

EVENASanydecisionon
changesinGSTrateswill
betakenbytheGST
Council,thegovernment
is recognisingdemand
needstobeinduced
acrossthesectorsasthe
lockdownslowlylifts.

Needtoinduce
demand

The7.75bonds2018
wereissuedwitheffect
fromJanuary10,2018
andwereavailablefor
subscriptiontoresident
citizens/HUFtoinvest
inataxablebond
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A9.4percentshortfall inreceipts
evenagainsttherevisedestimate
ofRs19.32lakhcroreannounced
during the February Budget
causedtheCentre’sfiscaldeficitto
widen to 4.6 per cent of GDP in
FY20, against 3.8 per cent (RE)
budgeted,accordingtothedatare-
leasedbytheControllerGeneralof
Accounts (CGA) on Friday. This
wasthehighestlevelofdeficit for
the Centre since FY13,when it
stoodat4.8percent.

Onthereceiptsside,shortfalls
occurred in tax andnon-tax in-
flows.Withthepandemichitting
Marchcollectionshard,nettaxre-
ceipts for FY20 stoodatRs13.56
lakhcrore,down9.9percentfrom
theRE level.Withdisinvestment
plans going haywire, non-debt
capital receipts in last fiscal year
werejustRs68,620crore,against
REofRs81,605crore.FE

Thiswasthehighest
levelofdeficit for the
CentresinceFY13

Fiscal deficit widens to
4.6% of GDP in FY20

Singapore SC dismisses Singh
brothers’ appeal against HC order
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,MAY29

THESINGAPORESupremeCourt
hasdismissedanappealbyerst-
whileRanbaxyLaboratories’ for-
merpromotersMalvinder Singh
andShivinderSinghagainstaHigh
Court order that declined to set
aside an arbitration award in
favourof Japan’sDaichiiSankyo.
Confirmingthedevelopment,

AnandPathak,ManagingPartner
P&A LawOffices, representing
Japanese pharma firmDaaichi
Sankyo said, “The Singapore

SupremeCourthasdismissedthe
appeal.”
Hefurthersaid,“Wehavebeen

tryingtoenforcetheawardandwe
will continue in a very focussed
way to enforce the award, now
that there is a finality to the ap-
peal.”
Withinterestsandeverything,

thetotalamountisinexcessofRs
3,500crore,Pathaksaid.
DaichiiSankyo,whichhadac-

quiredmajority control of erst-
while Ranbaxy from the Singh
brothers in 2008 for around Rs
19,800 crore, began arbitration
proceedingsinSingaporein2012

againstthebrothersallegingmis-
representationandconcealment
of material facts during the
takeover.
InApril 2016, the arbitration

panel had ruled in favour of the
Japanese drug maker and
awardedRs2,500 crore indam-
agesandheldthattheformerpro-
motersofRanbaxywereliablefor
fraud.Subsequently,Daichiicom-
menced simultaneousproceed-
ingsforleavetoenforcetheaward
as a court judgment in theDelhi
HighCourt and SingaporeHigh
Court,whereitreceivedfavourable
judgements.

New Delhi
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MOTOGPSCANCELLED
The British and the Australian MotoGPs were both cancelled on Friday as the
coronavirus continued to cut a swathe through international motorsport. The
British race at Silverstone was scheduled for August 28-30, while the Australian
Grand Prix at Phillip Island was due to take place from October 23-25.
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CROSSWORD4131

ACROSS
1 Actionsagainst thedefence
(10)

6 Amuchrevered figure (4)
10 Possiblycouldbeasourceof
rain (5)

11 Touchingonacombination
withan indifferent result (9)

12 Theymakenewreactors (8)
13 Dance fromBurma(5)
15 Shekilledherself outof
shatteredhopeandreturning
trouble (7)

17 Showednorespectandate
greedily (7)

19 Somepeople face itwith
resolution(3,4)

21 Unusualgleeshownafter
gettingapass inschool (7)

22 Thedarkknighthasbeen
guillotined(5)

24 Neatandhonest (8)
27 Notbubbly,butneverthelessa
grapeproduct (5,4)

28 Point toeradicateordelete (5)
29 Theydisapproveof one’smake-
up(4)

30 Payment foroneepisodeof a
serial (10)

DOWN
1 Apainedexpression(4)
2 Down-to-earth
entertainment?(5,4)

3 Diana isupsetbyher (5)
4 Aroad isunderconstruction for
MissDuncan(7)

5 Turnspale tobeginwith,but it
passes (7)

7 In factasingularbitof
information(5)

8 Theirunionofferssecurity
(4,3,3)

9 Partlyburn fuel thatdrawswell
(8)

14 It’sbrightandearly (7,3)
16 Speak falselyyetbequiet (3,5)
18 Newcomerwithahealthy
complexion(5,4)

20 Twonameswritten ina foreign
language(7)

21 Adogtohire for thepresent
(7)

23 Soundlyridiculesappearance
(5)

25 Deliamaybecomeamodel (5)
26 Paymentmadeto leading
Thespian- forawalk-onpart?
(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
There isa lighter
atmosphere,yet
certainplanetary
positionsstill

possessquiteasting in the tail.
If you’veagreedtoanysocial
undertakings,youmustbe
preparedtobear thecost.And if
youcan’tafford it thenyou’d
better findprosperouspeople
tosubsidiseyou.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Strangely enough, a
greatmanyof you
will be putting in
someovertime

today. If work is not your
scene, youhave a valuable
opportunity to go all
out for total and complete
success in a special life-long
personal ambition. If you’re
forced to choose between two
options, then follow
your heart.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
As luckwouldhave
it, this could be a
splendid day to sort
out all holiday,

leisure or travel plans, partly
because something seems to
have beenoverlooked.
There is a high chance of
diversions, delays and
distractions along theway, so
enjoy them.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Shopping
expeditionsare
favoured,butonly if
youarepreparedto

spendwhatever isnecessary,
perhapsmorethanyou
bargainedfor.Neverhas there
beenatimewhenitwasmore
important toreceive theright
guarantees, andgivesomeone
else thereassurancethey
deserve.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Yourstarsarestill
helpingyoualonga
positivepath. Inone
sensetheywill soon

beevenmoreutterly incredible
andwonderful,butas fate
wouldhave it thisalsomeans
thatyoucouldhaveevenmore
droppedonyourplate.Youwill
have tobesuper-efficient if you
are tocope.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Staybusyandkeep
active is the
message. If yousit
aroundanddo

nothing,youwillonly
encouragestrange fearsand
unrealistichopes.The
importantconsideration is
whathasreallyhappened,not
whatmighthavebeen if only
thingshadbeendifferent.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
At last the stars are
positioned in favour
of leisure and
pleasure, although

yourwayof letting your hair
down seems to bedifferent
fromother people’s.
Your favoured entertainments
could be somewhat formal
and traditional, though
bynomeans lacking
in excitement.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Pressures at home
seem tobebuilding
up,which is a very
good thing. Years of

frustrationmay soonbedealt
with at one go, but do realise
that practical issuesmust
come first. There is still some
way to gobefore you can turn
the tables on a rival, by
theway.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
The general
planetary
disposition can still
be exceptionally

stressful, but its particular
relationship to your sign is
lively and controversial.
Make apoint of taking
interesting trips and
engaging in stimulating
discussions, raising
explosive issues.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Your financial
stars are strong,
whichmeans that
even something

as simple as a shopping
trip can relieve the
emotional tension. You
are currently passing through
apotentially extravagant
phase, and thebest
purchases are
completely outrageous.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
With lunar
alignmentsworking
solidly onyour side
you are in a strong

position, but you shouldwatch
out for over-confidence. It is
difficult to knowwhere to
draw the line, but youmay try
to temper excesswith caution,
however impossible
that seems.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
It’s definitely a day
to allowa little time
for quiet
contemplation.

Nobodyhas the right to
intrude onyour private space
or to tell youwhat to believe.
Social and romantic trends
remain bright, sowhydon’t
you take advantage of
all invitations?
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DifficultyLevel3s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Ihatemankind,forIthinkmyselfoneofthe___ofthem,andIknowhow__Iam.—Joseph
Baretti(4,..,3)

SOLUTION:JEANS,MAYST,NOBODY,LOBBER
Answer:Ihatemankind,forIthinkmyselfoneofthebestofthem,andIknowhowbadI
am.—JosephBaretti

JNSAE NOOYBD

AMYST BELORB

SolutionsCrossword4130:Across: 1Charges,5Relic,8Shortfall,9Nun,10So-so,
12Breakoff,14Spoken,15Keener,17Cocktail,18Fret,21Bee,22Alignment,24
Token,25Epigram.Down:1Costs,2Ado,3Gate,4Stairs,5Released,6Landowner,
7Conifer,11Spotcheck,13Restrain,14Sackbut,16Virile,19Totem,20Anti,23Ear.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEWDELHI MAY29

AFTERMOREthan60daysofbeingconfined
totheir rooms, India’seliteathleteshavere-
turned to the field – albeitwith restrictions
– in a staggeredmanner over the last two
weeks. The first to hit the ground running
were thegolfers, followedbytrackandfield
athletesandweightlifterssincetheywereal-
ready inside the National Institute of Sport
campus inPatiala.
Theseathletesmayhaveahead-startover

theircolleagues fromothersports,whowill
restart training only nextmonth, but even
then, it is likely to take themmonths – in
some cases up to sixmonths – to return to
pre-lockdownlevelsof training.
Here,someof theTokyoOlympicshope-

fulssharetheirexperienceofresumingtrain-
ing aftermore than twomonths because of
thepandemic-induced lockdown

SHIVPAL SINGH (Javelin throw)
WORKINGON: Shedding extraweight,
regaining fitness
Likemany, Shivpal too has added a few

kilos during the lockdown but sees the
lighter side of it. “The biggest change I can
observe is aroundmywaist. I had six-pack
abs that have turned into a family pack,”
Shivpal, who has already qualified for the
TokyoOlympics, jokes.
He,however, realises itwillbenojoketo

regain his form and fitness. He admits that
‘every inch’ of his body feels weak. There’s
stiffnessinhisbackandshouldersandwhen
hetriedtoliftweightstheotherday,hecould
manage just 100kg instead of the usual 118
kiloshecouldearliermanage.“Itwill takeat
least twomonths to get back into rhythm,”
hepredicts.
ShivpalqualifiedfortheOlympicswitha

throw of 85.47m at ameet in South Africa
daysbeforethelockdownwasannouncedin
March. Since then, he has not been able to
train, resulting inhis ‘throwing armgoing a
littleweak.’ “Towhat extent, I don’t know. I
will have tomake a few throws to under-
stand that.”
Thatmightnotbepossible immediately

since he is not allowed to use his training
equipmentyet. Till that ispermitted,hecan
usethetracktowarmupandtrain.However,
regimentedtrainingisprovingtobeatough
taskaftertwomonthsofarelaxedschedule.
“Since therewas no training, I had the lux-
urytowakeupat9amandstrolltothemess
formymeals,”helaughs.“Weresumedtrain-
ingjustacoupleofdaysbackandwakingup
6amfeelslikeaherculeantask.Likewise,go-
ing tobedearly is alsonoteasy.”

TAJINDERPAL TOOR (Shot Put)
WORKINGON:Wristmuscles,regaining
throwingrhythm
Forashotputter,Toorsays,thelackofac-

tivityhasabig impactonthewristmuscles.
He tried to keep them in shapewith some
lightgrippingexerciseshecouldperformin-
doors but that was hardly a substitute for
the rigorous workouts he otherwise in-

dulges in.“Stayingindoorsonlymeant light
fitnesstrainingapartfromclimbingstairsat
thehostel tomaintain fitness,” saysToor.
During training before the lockdown,

Toormanaged a throw of 21.45m,which is
way more than the national record of
20.92mhe achieved towin the goldmedal
at the National Open Athletics
Championship.“Soforme,trainingstopped
at a very inopportune time. The whole
processofmakingthrowsrequiresthebody
in proper rhythm and I felt the same in
March.Nowwiththisbreak, Iwouldat least
need twomonths after I start training fully
toachievethesamekindofrhythm,”hesays.
Toor,however,hasusedthelockdownto

make notes about the changes he needs to
introduce to his strategy and technique. “I
haveworkedonspecificareas likestanding
in a power position in the middle of the
throw and addingmoreweight to the legs

priortothelockdown. Ispentsometimeon
squats and light bench training in the last
twomonths so that when full training re-
sumes,wecanaim for these changes along
with the startingof basic things,” headds.

JEEVMILKHA SINGH (Golf)
WORKINGON:Hipmovement,chipping
andputting
Thewinnerof14internationaltitleswas

oneof the firstprofessionalgolfers to teeoff
at the 7,204-yard long Chandigarh Golf
Course, when it reopened onMay 20. Jeev
had been preparing for the sport’s return
throughoutthelockdownandusedthebreak
tostrengthenthecoreofhisbody.However,
whenhe returned to thegolf course, reality
hithim.
“It isalldifferentonceweplaygolfonthe

course. Inreality,weturnourbodya lotand
it alsomeans a lot of pressure on the hips.

After the first day of playing golf, mymus-
cles were sore and I understood that they
havetobefine-tunedfortherigoursofplay-
ingall the18holes,”hesays.
The last ninedayshave seen Jeevplaying

nineholesjusttwice,apartfromheadingtothe
range to practise his swing. It is a departure
fromhisusualsix-seven-hourroutine,which
includes analmost four-hourpractice round
followedby a couple of hours at the driving
rangeandpractisingchippingandputting.
Fornow,however,heis justsearchingfor

his rhythm.
“I have to spend some time to reach that

levelagain.Earlier, Iusedtohit100-150balls
perdaybutnowIamhittingjust50-60balls.
I struggledwiththefeelof thechiporputt. It
will comewith practice again. I feel like go-
ingbacktomynovicedays.”

ARPINDERSINGH(Triple Jump)
WORKINGON: Angles of his jump and
improvingthehop
During the lockdown, the triple jumper
would perform seven to eight jumps daily
at a lawn outside his home near Amritsar.
There,hewould focuson jumpingonasin-
gle legbyrunningfromashortdistance.He
knows,however, that the lackof cardiovas-
cular training could hamper his training
when it resumes full-fledged.
Arpinder usually shadow-practices his

run-upandjumpseveraltimesbeforeactual
trainingbegins.
Giventhathehasn’tbeenable todothat

aswell,hefearsitwilltakehimatleast40-60
daysof full training tocrosseven the15me-
tremark. “As a triple jumper, I focus on the
whole body as each part of the run-up and
the triple jump process is vital. During the
last two months, I have done less cardio
traininganditwillhampermyprogressonce
fulltrainingresumes.Technicallyspeaking, I
will have to revise the techniquedaybyday
andalsoaddmorestrengthatthesametime.
Only then can I achievemy best once full
training schedules begin,” the 27-year-old
says, adding that hewill beworking on an-
gles of his jump and improving the hop as
thedaysprogresswithcoachPBJayakumar.

WITHNITINSHARMA&ANDREWAMSAN
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Athleteshaveresumedtrainingaftermorethan60daysbutsay itwillbemonthsbefore theyreachprevious fitness levels

‘Six pack has turned into family pack’
MIRABAICHANU
(Weightlifting)
WORKINGON: Strengthening
shoulder, backand thigh
muscles
THE FORMER world champion and
herteamappeartobeinnorush.After
65 days of lifting lightweights inside
her room – the only workout she
couldmanage–Chanucouldstepout-
doors,but itwillbeat leastacoupleof
weeksbeforeshewillbeabletoliftthe
barbell again. The reason, according
to a weightlifting official, is to avoid
injuries.
Till then, the focus will be on re-

gaining the lost muscle mass and
strengtheningher shoulder, backand
thighs.
“For the first twoweeks, wewill

workjustonthisarea,”theofficialsays.
“It is unlikely that any international
competitionwill be held this year, till
December at least. So, we are pacing
ourselvesaccordingly.”

The other aspect is her body
weight. Chanu, who competes in the
48kg class, usually weighs around
50kg.However, becauseof the lackof
physicalactivityduringthelockdown,
shehasadded roughly sixkilos toher
normalbodyweight.
It’s been the opposite case with

Jeremy Lalrinnunga, a promising
youngtalent,whohaslostclosetofive
kilosduring thisperiod.
“Until they reach desirable fitness

levels, theywill not lift weights. And
evenwhentheystartdoingthat, itwill
be gradual – beginning with 50 per
cent of the usual workload and then
adding weight,” the official says,
adding that in power sports, it may
takeuptoamonthtorecoverfromone
week of training lost. That means it
could take at least another five to six
months for Chanu to lift a combine
(snatchpluscleanandjerk)of200kgin
training, something she routinely did
before the lockdown.

■WeightlifterMirabaiChanuexercisingoutdoors,afterbeingstuck inherroomfor65days,atNIS,Patiala. Twitter

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,MAY29

CricketAustralia (CA)has called the staging
of the T20World Cup this year a “very high
risk”,ostensiblyshiftingitsfocustowardsthe
Test series in December -January against
India instead. “The T20World Cup is a big
questionandthat’safactorofperhaps(AUD)
20million...Wehavebeenhopeful all along
thatitcouldbestagedinOctober-November
butyouwouldhavetosaythere’saveryhigh
risk about the prospect of that happening,”
Roberts told reportersonFriday.
TheTestseriesagainstIndiaisreportedly

worthAUD300million andevenafter that,
Roberts said, CAwould be short of AUD 80
million (in terms of projected revenue), in-
cluding the revenue loss in case of the T20
World Cup postponement. “The likelihood
of significantcrowdsisveryslim;ordinarily
thatwould deliverwell over (AUD) 50mil-
lionrevenuetoCA.Andit’slikelythatourbio-
security measures that we need to put in
placetodelivertheseasonwillcostintheor-
derof (AUD)10million,”Roberts said.
TheBCCI, on theotherhand,will review

safetymeasures andwill accordingly seek
the Government of India’s approval for
India’s tour of Australia. “As far as the BCCI
is concerned, the tour is on.Wewill review
safetymeasuresandthen ifweget thegov-
ernmentpermission,wehavenoproblem,”
BCCItreasurerArunDhumaltoldTheIndian
Express.
This cameonaday,whenRoberts spoke

about how the Test schedule against India
could see a Covid-forced change. Brisbane
(December3-7),Adelaide(December11-15),
Melbourne (December 26-30) and Sydney
(January 3-7) are slated to host the Tests
againstIndia.ButCAhasalsokeptitsoptions
opentomaketheseriesasinglevenueaffair.
“There are a lot of variables based on

whetherwehave four venues in four states
oraslittleasonevenueinonestate.Thereare
endless scenarios andpossibilities,”Roberts
said. The BCCI is OKwith a single/limited
venue scenario. “They are the host country
and they knowwhat’s the best thing to do;
whether to have it (series) in different ven-
uesoratonevenue,”Dhumalobserved.

Staging T20 WC
‘very high risk’,
admits CA
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