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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
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Himachal BJP TENSIONS OVER SITUATION IN LADAKH

First time, Trump wades into India-China;
Beijing says border situation controllable

Capable of resolving issues properly through dialogue and consultation: Chinese Foreign Ministry

Nepal govt defers Bill on
new map, Indian officials
say larger debate is on

chief resigns
amid Covid
‘bribe’ probe

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, MAY 27

LEAVING THE ruling BJP red-
faced in Himachal Pradesh, the
party's state president, Dr Rajeev
Bindal, resigned from the post
Wednesday, “on the basis of high
moral grounds”, amid a corrup-
tion probe into the procurement
of medical supplies by the gov-
ernment for the Covid pan-
demic.

Bindal, 65, was Speaker of
the State Assembly until
January, when he was picked
by BJP national president ] P
Nadda to head the party in the
state. His resignation comes a
week after the vigilance and
anti-corruption bureau ar-
rested the director of health
services, Dr A K Gupta, follow-
ing a probe into an audio clipin
which two men are purport-
edly heard discussing the han-
dover of Rs 5
lakh.

The 43-sec-
ond clip had led
the Opposition
Congress to tar-
get the govern-
ment, with the
party's state in-

Dr Rajeev charge Rajni
Bindal Patil alleging
that the person

heard “offering
the bribe” is a “ruling party
leader”.

Former BJP CM Shanta
Kumar said the alleged scam
made him want to “bow one's
head in shame”.

Bindal, however, denied any
link to the case, and said that he
had resigned so that the probe is
“notinfluenced inany way”. The
BJP said in a statement that
Nadda had accepted the resigna-
tion.

“Recently,an audio clip of the
director of health services went
viral following which the state
government took promptaction
and the director was booked and
arrested, and investigation by
vigilance bureau is on.
Meanwhile, fingers were
pointed at the BJP in an indirect
way by some people,” Bindal
said in his resignation letter.

Recounting the relief work
being undertaken by his party
during the pandemic, Bindal
said: “Because I am the BJP state
president and we want this
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SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

ONTHE day Beijing struck a con-
ciliatory tone with Delhi over
tensions along the Line of Actual
Control saying the “border area
situation is overall stable and
controllable”, US President
Donald Trump gave it a new di-
mension by wading in with an
offer to mediate between the
two countries.

“We have informed both
India and China that the United
States is ready, willing and able
tomediate or arbitrate their now
raging border dispute. Thank
you!”  Trump  tweeted
Wednesday.

There was no immediate re-
sponse from the Ministry of
External Affairs. In the past, the
US President has offered to me-
diate between India and

BUSINESS AS USUAL

By UNNY

Pakistan over Kashmir, but this
is the first time that he has made
such an offer to India and China,
referring to the LAC situation as
a “raging border dispute”.
On July 22 last year, Trump
mentioned for the first time his
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

EXPLAINED

Opening
diplomatic lines

THE US President’s
tweet and Beijing’s com-
ments reflect the realisa-
tion that a diplomatic
solution is the only way
forward to resolve the
Sino-Indian border
standoff when the world
is busy fighting a pan-
demic. Much is at stake
for the two economies,
and diplomatic channels
have been opened to de-
escalate the situation.

YUBARAJGHIMIRE &
SHUBHAJITROY
KATHMANDU, NEW DELHI,
MAY 27

THE NEPAL government’s move
tobring in a constitution amend-
ment Bill to give legal sanctity to
its new map following a territo-
rial spat with India has been de-
ferred for the time being.

On Wednesday, the govern-
ment of Prime Minister K P
Sharma Oli failed to table the
scheduled Bill in Nepal’s parlia-
ment owing to differences
within the ruling party and more

=8 Nepal Prime
F Minister KP
! Sharma Oli

time being sought by the main
Opposition.

In New Delhi, government
sources said South Block s “care-
fully following” the develop-
ments in Nepal where a “larger
debate” is underway.

“Border issues are sensitive
by nature and require trust and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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" SHRAMIK SPECIAL

Officials wearing protective suits carry the body of a passenger who was found dead in a Shramik Special train from Mumbai, in
Varanasi, Wednesday. At least six persons on Shramik Specials were found dead at different stations in Uttar Pradesh. P11 PAGE 8

AFIRST-PERSON ACCOUNT

An anguished lullaby, fights for seats,
water: 24 hours on a Shramik Special

P ANAND
HYDERABAD, MAY 27

“ONCE THE train crosses into
Telangana, KCR (Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao) will give us
beer and biryani,” said a migrant
labourer sitting next to me on the
Surat-Warangal Shramik Special
train. I laughed, others laughed

too. It was funny, the way he said
it. By then, it had been around 14
hours since we set off from
Udhna station near Surat, and
most of us had barely eaten. The
thought of home, biryani and
beer lifted our spirts briefly.

I am from Hyderabad and
have been studying Political
Science at Central University of
Gujarat in Gandhinagar. When

the lockdown happened, our
campus shut down and most
people left, except for some of us
in hostels. Meals were always a
problem as the canteen was
closed. Finally, three of us from
Telangana — a batchmate,a PhD
studentand— decided to leave.

We approached the nodal of-
ficer in Gandhinagar and man-
aged to get slots for May 23 on a

Heat wave, restart of industrial activity push
power demand close to last year’s levels

ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

ASTEADY recovery in electricity
demand, which picked up pace
after May 10, offers the first de-
finitive indicator of the gradual
return to normalcy following the
extended lockdown.

After a sudden plunge nine
weeks ago, electricity demand is
now within touching distance of
the corresponding figures for last
year.

In fact, Tuesday's peak de-
mand figure — the highest
power demand met during the
day — actually crossed the level
of last year, the first time this has

happened since March 22.

The more-relevant 'energy
met' figure for May 26 —an indi-
cator of overall electricity con-
sumption — was marginally
short of the figure clocked on the
same day last year, according to
the latest data compiled by state-
owned grid manager Power

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

special train from Udhna, a sub-
urb of Surat, to Warangal.
At5.45amon May 23, we left
our hostel. The District Collector
of Gandhinagar had arranged for
a vehicle to take us to
Ahmedabad. From there, five
others joined us and we were
sent to Udhna, where we were
to be screened and given tickets
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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TIGHTENING GRIP
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Madras HC
rules on Jaya
home: nephew,
niece legal heirs

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, MAY 27

EXPRESSING STRONG reserva-
tions against the use of public
money to acquire and convert
private properties into memori-
als, the Madras High Court
Wednesday declared the niece
and nephew of former Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister and
AIADMK founder, the late ]
Jayalalithaa, as Class Il legal heirs
of her property.

The ruling
comes days af-
ter the AIADMK
state govern-
ment passed an
ordinance to
take temporary

State govt possession of
wantedto  Veda Nilayam,
take over Jayalalithaa's
her Poes Poes Garden
Garden residence in
residence Chennai, to es-
tablish the
Puratchi
Thalaivi Dr ] Jayalalithaa
Memorial Foundation.

A division bench of Justice N
Kirubakaran and Justice Abdul
Quddhose held that the govern-
ment cannot acquire Veda
Nilayam without the consent of
the legal heirs, but suggested
that it could utilise the half-acre
property, valued at over Rs 100
crore, as the official residence of
the state Chief Minister and con-
vert a portion into a memorial.

At the same time, the bench
allowed an application filed by
Jayalalithaa's niece ] Deepa and
nephew ] Deepak,and granted a
letter of administration to the
siblings for administering the

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

PRIVATE COST

Rs 3-16 lakh: in Covid
bills, drug cost, PPE
are main unknowns

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

AS A share, the number of Covid
patients needing treatment may
still be low but the concern is a
growing one — paying private
hospital bills amid looming eco-
nomic distress and uncertainty
over course of treatment.

As of last week, less than 15
per cent of active Covid cases re-
quired hospitalisation. Of those
in hospital, just 2.25 per cent
needed admission in the
Intensive Care Unit (ICU); 1.91
per cent required oxygen, and
just0.004 per cent required ven-
tilatory support.

But these numbers will rise
as the case load moves up and in
cities, especially hotspots, more
patients knock on doors of pri-
vate hospitals.

The Indian Express scrutinised
detailed bills of six Covid patients
admitted in top private hospital
chains in Delhi, Mumbai, and
Kolkata and found two striking
trends: those with comorbidities

THE DAILY
COVIDTAB

Some typical Covid
procedures and cost

HMRoom rent:
Rs 3,000-Rs 10,000

M Consultation:
medicine, critical care
and cardio, Rs 7,000

M Tests for
infection/immunity:
Rs 18,000

W PPEKits: Rs 5,500
M Drugs: up toRs 13,000

M Comorbidities hike
the bill

end up with heftier bills; and,
second, with no specific treat-
ment or drug available, the cost
of drugs and PPE of staff consti-
tute the biggest variable.
Thebillsrange fromRs 2.6 lakh
for a six-day stay to Rs 16.14 lakh
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

SC to Govt: Why can’t
pvt hospitals provide
free Covid treatment

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

THE SUPREME Court
Wednesday sought to know
“why can’t private hospitals,
given land free of cost, treat
Covid-19 patients for free”.

Seeking a reply from the
Centre on a PIL which sought
“cost-related regulations for
treatment of Covid-19 patients
at private/ corporate hospitals”,
the bench of Chief Justice of
India S A Bobde and Justices A
S Bopanna and Hrishikesh Roy
asked it to identify hospitals
which could treat these pa-
tients free or at very nominal
cost.

Hearing a plea by Sachin Jain,
anadvocate, the bench observed
that many private hospitals have
been given land either free of

cost or at a very nominal cost,
and that “these charitable hos-
pitals should treat them for free”.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mebhta, appearing for the Centre,
submitted that the question in-
volves a policy issue and will
have to be decided by the gov-
ernment. He said he will take in-
structions.

Last month, the Supreme
Court had ordered that Covid-19
testing should be free in private
laboratories. Following petitions
by laboratories, the court modi-
fied its order and clarified that
the benefit will be available only
to those covered under the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (PMJAY)and to any other
economically weaker sections as
may be notified by the govern-
ment.

In his plea, Jain referred to

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

TRACKING INDIA’'S COVID CURVE

LOCKDOWN
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KEYSTATES TOTAL SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG. | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HRS | GROWTH* | RATE**
mMaharashtra | 54,758 2,091 | 5.70% | 12.62
m Gujarat 14,829 361 290% | 24.84
mDelhi 15,257 792 467% | 1543
mTamil Nadu 17,728 646 5.18% 13.90
mBihar 2,968 231 10.04% 717
m West Bengal 4,009 193 442% | 16.28
* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days ** Calculated over 7-day growth
CONCERN CAUTION A GLIMMER

BIHAR: Slight fallin | TELANGANA: Very GUJARAT: Large
numbers in the last slow growth, over case load, but has

two days but still 25 days doubling the slowest growth
the fastest growing | time, but notesting | rate among the top
state in the top 10. transparency. 10 states now.

Based on daily data by Centre, ICMR, state governments
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ALAKA SAHANI
MUMBAI, MAY 27

B Each crew member must wear
a triple-layer medical mask and
gloves during the entire shoot.
M Avoid handshakes, hugs, kisses
and other physical greetings.
M Sharing of cigarettes should be
stopped on sets/ offices/ studios.
M2-metre distance between col-
leagues must be maintained.
M Avoid crew and cast members
over 60 years of age for at least
three months.

THESE ARE some of the “gen-
eral practices” in the 37-page
“new working protocol” sug-

gested by the Producers Guild of
India, to be implemented when
the entertainment industry re-
sumes shooting.

This document, released two
days after a video conference of
some of the stakeholders with
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on Friday,
suggests steps to be adopted for
contagion prevention during
shoots.

In its “Prepare to Prevent”
section, it talks about carrying
out a daily drill with the entire
staff regarding precautions so
that it becomes a habit; asking
crew, artists and participants to
report 45 minutes before the

shoot; making floor markings so
that people maintain social dis-
tancing; and giving priority to
portable chairs over standard
benches, among others.

The suggestions also include
possible arrangements for
bathing; portable wash-basins
in all operational clusters; and
dedicated help to ensure saniti-
sation and on-set hygiene (re-
ferred to as “Anti-Covid boys”).

A key component of the
guidelinesis the “hair and make-
up” protocol. It recommends sin-
gle-use or disposable items;
cleaning of hair wigs/ extensions
before and after use; use of own
make-up; and, most impor-

Shammi Kapoor (left) with director Vijay Anand on the set of
the 1966 film Teesri Manzil. The producers' guild wants
people on film sets to be at least 2 metres apart, and to not
share cigarettes, among other things. Express Archive

tantly, using a face shield, rather
than a mask, once make-up has
been applied. This apart, hairand
make-up personnel will wear
masks and gloves, which will be
mandatory during the entire
shoot.

The guild has also suggested
that production units should
avoid crew members above the
age of 60 years for three months
from the date of shooting, asand
when it starts.

Although the guild has made
these guidelines public, some
other film organisations have
submitted their own SOPs (stan-
dard operating procedure) to the
government, while others are

New Delhi

still working onit.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, actor Amit Bahl, senior
joint secretary of Cine and TV
Artists Association (CINTAA),
said: “We have already submit-
ted our recommendations along
with SOPs of 20 countries re-
garding restarting production
work. This includes the one
framed by America’s Screen
Actors Guild (SAG).”

T P Aggarwal, president of
the Indian Motion Picture
Producers’ Association (IMPPA),
said the guild's guidelines do not
address all the concerns of mid-
dle-rung and small producers.
“The guild has producers who

No hugs & kisses, masks, gloves for all: Film, TV shoot guidelines

make big-budget movies. We
will be looking at the concerns
of producers of smaller projects.
We will suggest a reduction in
the fees of actors, technicians,
and workers,” he said. Last week,
IMPPA had appealed to the pro-
ducers to clear all pending dues.
Some key concerns are wait-
ingtobe addressed even as talks
among various stakeholders
seem to have intensified to re-
sume production work. “We are
still figuring out who will bear
the onus of medical claimin case
someone falls sick during a
shoot. In principle, we have
agreed to try for bulk insurance.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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EXPLAINED: WHY THE PRESENT HEATWAVE IN NORTH INDIA IS UNUSUAL

The current heatwave spell commenced on May 22 and is likely to continue till May 29. Heatwave conditions
occurring in May have been observed to last longer, as the season reaches its peak this month.

ENTERTAINMENT

ATHOME WITH THE
STARS

Madhuri Dixit Nene
talks about shooting
her debut song ‘Candle’

AMAR AKBAR
ANTHONY

The film spoke of India
as arobust, democratic
and plural space

EXPRESS

The challenges police
forces have faced while
taking on Covid-19

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In this episode, we look at the challenges
that police personnel have faced while on
the frontlines against the coronavirus

pandemic

FROMPAGE ONE

Nepal defers Bill

confidence to be resolved to mu-
tual satisfaction. We note that
there is a larger ongoing debate
on this matter in Nepal. It under-
lines the seriousness of this issue.
Italsodemonstrates the value be-
ingattached torelations between
Nepal and India,” sources said.

India’s new road from Dhar-
chula to Lipulekh as part of
Mansarovar Yatra route an-
gered the Oli government
which came out with a new
map, adding toitan area of 370
sq km at the tri-junction of
Nepal, India and China (Tibet)
thatIndia claimsis its territory.

A constitution amendment
Bill was negotiated to legitimize
the alteration or addition of
Kalapani, Lipulekh and
Limpiyadhura to the new map -
when it promulgated its consti-
tution on September 20, 2015,
Nepal said the country’s area
and size would be as shown in
the map published on the day. A
constitution amendment re-
quires a two-thirds majority
vote. The government is short of
nine parliamentarians in the
275-member  House of
Representatives.

Asectionofthe ruling coalition
led by former PM Pushpa Kamal
Dahal ‘Prachanda’, co-chairmanof
the ruling party, is said to have ad-
vised Prime Minister Oli to go slow
ontheissue.

In the meantime, the main
Opposition Nepali Congress,
which has 63 members in the
House of Representatives,
sought more time to enable the
“party central committee” to
take a considered stand on the
territorial ~ issue.  Party
spokesman Bishwa Mohan
Sharma, however, said it was
committed to support the gov-
ernment on the territorial issue.

Two Terai-centered parties,
Samajbadi Janata Party and
Rastriya Janata Party, have been
negotiating with the government
to have their demands, including
a more liberal approach on citi-
zenship, adopted along with the
constitution amendment Bill.

Kathmandu’s move to come
outwithanewmap hasled todis-
quiet in Delhi.

OnMay 20, Anurag Srivastava,
spokesperson for the Ministry of
External Affairs, said: "The Gove-
rmment of Nepal has released are-
vised official map of Nepal today
that includes parts of Indian ter-
ritory. This unilateral act is not
based on historical facts and evi-
dence. It is contrary to the bilat-
eral understanding toresolve the
outstanding boundary issues
through diplomatic dialogue.
Suchartificial enlargement of ter-
ritorial claims will not be accepted
by India.”

HP BJP chief

alleged corruption to be thor-
oughly probed and so that there
isno pressure of any kind and the
probe is not influenced in any
way, | am tendering my resigna-
tion keeping in mind high moral
grounds. It is to be kept in mind
thatlam only resigning on the ba-
sis of high moral grounds.”

When contacted by The Indian
Express, Bindal said that “every-
thing is written in the letter” and
“no other meaning should be
taken out of it”.

Bindal, a five-time MLA, is a
graduate of ayurvedic medicine
and surgery (GAMS), and was
elected MLA from Solan thrice
and is currently serving a second
term from Nahan.

Dr Gupta was arrested on the
night of May 20 and booked un-
der the Prevention of Corruption
Act, after vigilance officials ob-
tained the purported clipin which
two men can be heard discussing
a delivery of Rs 5 lakh. The clip
does not reveal the identities of
the two.

Inthe clip,amanis heard say-
ing: "Leke aa raha hun samaan
apka, ji(Iam bringing your goods).
Anothermanreplies: "Thik hai, le
ao. Kitna le aye (OKk, bring it, how

much are you bringing?).”

The conversation continues
with the first man saying: "Sir,
aapne 5 lakh bola tha, janab (You
had mentioned 5 lakh)." The
othermanreplies: "Thik hai, leao
(OKk, bring it)."

Earlier, speaking to The Indian
Express, SP Shalini Agnihotri, from
the special investigation unit
probing the case, had said the bu-
reau had verified the contents of
the audio clip “through sources”.

“The investigation points to-
wards corruption in the pur-
chase of various medical sup-
plies and equipment from
February onward. These pur-
chases involved multiple suppli-
ers, including those from outside
the state,” she had said.

ADG Anurag Garg had said
that Gupta was arrested after sev-
eral hours of questioning during
which he gave “evasive and mis-
leading replies” and “showed se-
lective amnesia in recalling the
events of the past couple of days”.

“The mobile phone and voice
samples of both Gupta and the
other person have been sent to a
laboratory for forensic examina-
tion,” he said.

Gupta was hospitalised after
his arrest, due to “diabetes and
abnormal blood pressure”, and
remanded in police custody on
Tuesday.

Jayalalithaa home

properties.

“When there are so many es-
sential amenities which are yet to
be provided by the welfare state,
public money cannot be wasted
for the purpose of constructing
memorials. Thereal tribute toany
leader should be paid by follow-
ing his/her principles and work-
ing for the benefit of the people
and development of the society,”
the court held.

The court said thatif the state
acquires the land, it has to deter-
mine and pay compensation to
the legal heirs. It suggested that
the compensation “could be
utilised for developmental pur-
poses such as building infra-
structure, providing potable
drinking water, cleaning of wa-
ter bodies etc...”

The bench passed the order
on pleas by Deepa and Deepak,
seeking permission to administer
theiraunt's properties in their ca-
pacity as Class 2 legal heirs.

Deepa, 44, and Deepak, 37,
are the children of Jayalalithaa’s
late brother Jayakumar, and
were not seen to have been close
to their aunt after the death of
their fatherin 1995. Deepa’s last
meeting with Jayalalithaa was in
2002, and her aunt did not visit
her even on her mother's death
in2013.Deepaand her husband
were also denied permission to
see Jayalalithaa in Chennai's
Apollo Hospital where the for-
mer CM was undergoing treat-
ment before her death in
December 2016.

Deepak, however, had devel-
oped aclose relationship with the
family of Jayalalithaa’s aide
Sasikala and took part in the fu-
neral procession following his
aunt's death.

Earlier, in an observation dur-
ing the hearing, the court raised
the idea of keeping a portion of
Jayalalithaa's properties for public
welfare, following which Deepa
and Deepak clarified that they
had no objection.

“But as the only legal heirs of
Jayalalithaa, we are entitled to all
her properties. We have plans to
establish a trust in her name and
do charity to the people through
it,” they told the court through
their counsel.

Rs 3-16 lakh

for almost a month - in all these
cases, except one, all patients re-
covered.

More significantly, two pa-
tients did not have insurance cov-
erage - and in the remaining four,
insurance cover did not the com-
plete cost. Out-of-pocket pocket
expenses ranged from Rs 60,000
toRs 1.38 lakh.

willingness to “help” and “me-
diate” between India and
Pakistan over Kashmir — an of-
fer that was rejected by the
Ministry of External Affairs
which reiterated New Delhi'’s
stated position that the issue can
only be discussed bilaterally.

Since then, Trump has re-
peated the offer, with a “if both
sides want” rider, about half-a-
dozen times, and has been po-
litely told no each time — once
even by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the sidelines
of the G-7 summit in Biarritz in
France last August.

Trump’s comments on the
Sino-Indian border tension
comes amid a bruising war of
wordsbetween USand Chinain
the last few weeks — as the US
goesintoelections later this year.

US Secretary of State
Michael R Pompeo fired the lat-
est salvo on the issue
Wednesday when he said Hong
Kong is no longer politically au-
tonomous from China —astate-
ment that is going to spark a
fresh diplomatic duel between
Washington and Beijing.

“Hong Kong does not con-
tinue to warrant treatment un-
der United States laws in the
same manner as U.S. laws were
applied to Hong Kong before
July 1997,” Pompeo said in a

System Operation
Corporation (POSOCO) Ltd.

While the sudden inten-
sification of the summer heat
in North India is partly re-
sponsible for the pick-up in
domestic load, the gradual
resumption of operations
across the country’s indus-
trial pockets, alongside the
resumption of rail and other
transportation services, is
pushing up demand.

The restarting of industrial
activity, evidenced mainly by
the larger companies resum-
ing partial operations and this
havinga catalysingimpacton
the smaller vendor ecosys-
tems, is slowly adding to the
industrial load, which is now
complementing the surge in
the summer-powered do-
mesticload.

Evidence of the rising in-
dustrial load is reflected on
the Indian Energy Exchange,
India’s largest power ex-
change, which recorded its
highest volume of 211 mil-
lion units (MUs) in the cur-
rent fiscal on May 25.

The resumption of activ-
ity in major manufacturing
sector units is visible across
geographies. While the en-
ergy met figures for May 26
at over 3,775 gigawatt hours
(GwH) was a shade less than
the 3,850GwH on the same
day the previous year, experts
said that the figure for this year

statement. “No reasonable per-
son can assert today that Hong
Kong maintains a high degree of
autonomy from China, given
facts on the ground.”

Over the last couple of
months, USand China have du-
elled over the origins of the
virus. Pompeo has repeatedly
claimed “enormous evidence"
shows the virus emanated from
alaboratory in Wuhan, and that
Beijing refused to give access to
international scientists to find
out what happened.

Last Sunday, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi said Chinaand
the US could do without a new
Cold War even as he blamed “a
political virus” in Washington
for the worsening ties.

Trump'’s latest intervention
comesatatimewhen Delhiand
Beijing are turning to military
and diplomatic channels to re-
solve the situation.

Earlier in the day, Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Zhao Lijian, during a media
briefing in Beijing, said China's
position on border-related is-
sues s clear and consistent.

"We have been following the
important consensus reached
by the two leaders and strictly
observing the agreements be-
tween the two countries," he
said, referring to directions of

Trump wades into India-China first time

Chinese President Xi Jinping and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
after their two informal sum-
mits, asking their militaries to
take more confidence building
measures to maintain peace and
tranquillity along the borders.

Zhao said: "We are com-
mitted to safeguarding our ter-
ritorial sovereignty and secu-
rity, and safeguarding peace
and stability in the border ar-
eas. Now the China-India bor-
derareassituation is overall sta-
ble and controllable".

“Between the two countries,
we have good border related
mechanism and communica-
tion channels. We are capable of
resolving the issues properly
though dialogue and consulta-
tion," he said, confirming reports
that diplomatic efforts were on
to ease the border tensions.

Asked where the talks are
taking place, Zhao said the two
countries have established bor-
der-related mechanisms and
diplomatic channels. This in-
cludes communication be-
tween border troops and diplo-
matic missions, he said.

In New Delhi, Chinese am-
bassador to India Sun Weidong
too said: “We should never al-
low our differences to shadow
the overall development of our
relations.”

Power demand close to last year’s levels

ALL INDIA MAXIMUM DEMAND
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22 March 2020: Janta Curfew

25 March -14 April 2020: All-India containment measures vide MHA or-

der no40-3/2020-DM-I(A)

5 April 2020: Lighting switch off event at 21:00 hrs for 9 minutes
14 April - 3 May 2020: Extension of all-India containment measures
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needed to cross last year’s
number and go beyond to in-
dicate a return to the normal
trendline - given that the de-
mand figure was around 5 per

cent higher since the begin-
ning of the year, and until the
lockdown announcement
came in late March.

“There is a slow and steady

Stressing that India and
China don't pose any threat to
each other, he said, “We should
gradually seek understanding
through communication and
constantly resolve differences...
and India should be good neigh-
bours of harmonious co-exis-
tence and good partners to
move forward hand in hand.”

As reported by The Indian
Express, India and China are
learnt to have activated the
“working mechanism” at the
diplomatic level - it was estab-
lished during Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s tenure in
2012 and was signed by then
Indian ambassador to Beijing, S
Jaishankar, now External Affairs
Minister. This mechanism has
been activated, alongside the
military-to-military conversa-
tion taking place at the field
level, to “dis-engage” and “de-
escalate” the situation.

Inthe ‘Working Mechanism
for Consultation & Coordination
on India-China Border Affairs
(WMCCY), Naveen Srivastava,
Joint Secretary (East Asia)inthe
Ministry of External Affairs,
leads the Indian side. The
Chinese are led by Hong Liang,
Director General, Department
of Boundary and Oceanic
Affairs, Chinese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

increase in demand in all five
regions from April 27, during
the closing period of phase 1
of the lockdown. From May 4-
12, there is a slow increase
with the effect of weather
fluctuations clearly visible on
the electricity demand pat-
tern,” an official involved with
the Central Electricity
Authority (CEA), which col-
lates the data, said.

“The demand is yet to
catch up with last year.
Normally,demand inayearis
5-6% higher corresponding to
the same period last year.
From May 10 onwards there
seems to be a more decisive
increase in demand in all the
five regions, but we will have
towaitand watch to ascertain
the trend,” the official said.

Ever since the lockdown
was imposed in mid-March,
the grid load has been prima-
rily on account of domestic
load. The normal base load
power demand of roughly 150
gigawatts had dropped by
over 20 per cent after the lock-
down. Domesticload is about
30-32 per cent of total load
during normal times. Of
India’s total electricity de-
mand load pattern, industrial
and agricultural consumption

accounts for 40 per centand 20
per cent load respectively,
while commercial electricity
consumption accounts for 8
per cent of demand.

At a uniform average of Rs
4500, the RT-PCR test for Covid is
asmall componentinterms of the
total bill.

For instance, a patient in his
late ‘20s, admitted in a Covid ICU
inDelhi, incurred just Rs 1,342 per
day drug cost. Another, in his 60s,
with comorbidities had to pay Rs
13,000 per day on drugs.
Specifically, this patient paid Rs
40,548 for Tocilizumab, an exper-
imental drug being used for Covid
treatment.

Consider the key findings, cal-
culated as an average of Covid bills
from the three cities:

W The costof per day consul-
tation of teams of doctors in Delhi
would be in the range of Rs 3800
to Rs 7,700; however, in Kolkata
and Mumbai, the per day consul-
tation charge ranges between Rs

2000-3000.

B Costperday treatment for
apositive patient, inanon-ICU set
up, is in the range of Rs 14,000 to
32,000. For a 10-day stay that
translates up to Rs 3.2 lakh. In a
non-ICU set-up, the largest com-
ponent of the expenditure are
room rent and ward consum-
ables.

B Thecostofaroom fornon-
critical patients starts fromarange
Rs3200 perdayand goesuptoRs
16,000 per day for adeluxe room.
The per-day cost of consumables
ranges from Rs 4000 to Rs 8000.
Anaverage of three to five PPEkits
are used per day, the cost per kit
ranges from Rs 700 to Rs 1100.

B Onekeyitemis Covid in-
vestigations. The procalcitonin
test to check for severe infection,
and Interleukin-6 test for exam-

iningimmunodeficiency disorder
can cost Rs 9,000 per test.

B Inanon-ICU set-up, daily
doctor’s consultationranges from
Rs 2100 to Rs 3800; and the per
day pharmacy cost from Rs 300
toRs 1000.

Admission in the ICU more
thandoubles mostof these num-
bers.

B The daily ICU room rent
ranges fromRs 7000 toRs 16000.
Patients end up paying more for
the ventilator -- daily cost be-
tween Rs 1000 to Rs 2,500.
Another major cost of the ICU is
thearterial blood gas (ABG),a pro-
cedure to measure the levels of
oxygen in the blood. This ranges
from Rs 1000 to Rs 5500 per day.

B Per-day cost of ICU consul-
tation ranges from Rs 2500 to Rs
6000; and this amount is sepa-

rately charged as visiting charges
for doctors from three specialisa-
tions internal medicine, critical
care, and chest medicine.

W Critical care patients pay
an additional charge for Covid
procedures: Rs 2000 to Rs 5000
per procedure. These include cen-
tral venous line insertion and
blood gas sampling procedure -
both done by emergency medi-
cine doctors.

B Malini Aisola, the Co-
Convenor of the All India Drug
Action Network,a group assisting
Covid patients across the country,
highlighted instances of deplet-
ing insurance cover due to pro-
longed admission.

There are times, she said,
when hospitals, to play safe, ad-
mit mild Covid patients into spe-
cial care orICUs."This has the con-

New Delhi

sequence of depleting insurance
coverage which is particularly a
concern for patients with existing
health conditions like cancer or
co-morbidities,” Aisola said.

Free treatment

news reports which said some
hospitals had issued “inflated”
bills for treating Covid-19 pa-
tients with the result that even
insurance companies had
started rejecting claims by up to
50 per cent.

“If such inflated billing by pri-
vate hospitals can become a cause
of concern for the insurance in-
dustry, what will be the plight of
acommon man who neither has
afatwallet noraninsurance cover
toreimburse, in case, he requires
hospitalisationina private hospi-
tal,” the PIL stated.

Jain contended that “it is a
matter of grave concern that a
large section of people in India
still do not possess any insur-
ance cover and are also not ben-
efitted under any government
health scheme” and sought the
court’s “urgent intervention... to
determine as to what would be
the fate of these citizens in case
the pandemic grows and the
public healthcare system
reaches a saturation level”.

Film, TV

The guidelines may seem good,
but we will know how practical
they are only whenwork resumes
and they are implemented,” said
Bahl, adding that “intrusion of
outsiders” on the sets is a worry-
ing factor.

For those working in the tele-
visionindustry, one of the biggest
challenges is to shoot reality,
game and talk shows, as they have
an audience. The guild has said
the audience count on such
shows should be reduced by 50
per cent. It has been over two
months since film and television
shoots came to a standstill. “Our
biggest concernright nowis how
soon we can resume production
work and how we can approach
itresponsibly with proper precau-
tions,” said Nitin Vaidya of the
Indian Film and TV Producers
Council (IFTPC).

Shramik Special

for the journey.

The screening process took an
hour or so. The heat was unbear-
able. From the screening centre,
we were asked to board the bus
again and taken to Udhna Junc-
tion. The 20-seater bus was pack-
ed - there were at least 40 passen-
gers. Social distancing seemed to
be a cruel joke. There were other
buses like ours, all packed.

At the station, our driver got
off, locked the bus and walked
away. Each vehicle would be un-
locked only when it was the turn
of the passengers to be taken to
the train. We waited for over two
hours. The bus was a burning
oven by then.

A young mother travelling
with her infant, who was cry-
ing because of the heat and ex-
haustion, tried to soothe the
child by singing a lullaby in
Telugu. I was surprised when |
heard her - she sang about the
troubles they were facing and
cursed the authorities.

While the price on our tickets
said Rs 520,  had paid Rs 700.
These things make you angry, but
what can you do? All of us were
desperate to get home.

Finally, our bus was unlocked
and we were made to rush out
into the station and herded into
the train waiting at the platform.
There was no method in the way
people boarded the coaches.
There were officials and police-
men on the platform but nobody
kepta count of how many people
were ineach coach. It wasaround
8.30 pm when I finally managed
togetintoone of the coaches close
to the engine.

The coach had hard benches
- not the rexine seats you usually
see. Also, there were no berths
and no seat numbers. Fights broke
out, and bags were shoved into

eachother’s facesand under seats.

There was dustlayered on the
benches and the toilets were
foetid. But when the train started,
there was a sense of relief.
Eventually, everyone found what-
ever little space they could and
settledin.

[gotaseatby the windowand
my friends sat beside me. In front
of us, a group was fighting over
seats. They stopped only when
we offered to share our seat. So
now, there were 5-6 people on a
seat meant for three.Ibegan to get
anxious. WhatifIfallill? And test
positive for Covid? Was I putting
my family at risk by travelling in
these conditions?

Soon, the smell of food filled
the compartment. Our university
had given us some snacks, but
those were long over. One of the
passengers, Ravi, a textile worker
in Surat, offered to share his food.
We were touched.

After dinner, people sat
around and chatted. By now, the
fights were forgotten and most
people spoke about home and
families. Butalmostall of us won-
dered what would happen once
we reached Telangana. Willwe be
allowed to go home? Or will we
be told to go in for institutional
quarantine? (Those arriving by
trains to the state are being tested
and senthome and being advised
to self-quarantine).

[t was time to sleep and peo-
ple lay down wherever they
could - some between seats,
some in the aisle, others on seats.
My friends and I sat up chatting
for a while. Later, we took turns
to sleep on our seat. It was diffi-
cult, but the thought of getting
to Hyderabad and meeting my
brother and aunt was comfort-
ing. My parents live in a village
in Mahbubnagar district.

The following morning, peo-
ple began crowding around the
two washrooms in our compart-
ment, but both were unusable.
The toilets were flooded and the
stench was unbearable.

At 9 am, the train stopped at
Akola station in Maharashtra.
Authorities handed out bananas
and threw bottles of water across
the platform. Again, scuffles broke
out.Iwondered why the author-
ities were behaving this way. It felt
deeply insulting.

Sometime later, the train
stopped again. It was the day be-
fore Ramzan and local residents
came up to our train and offered
us packets of coloured rice and
biscuits. Another person offered
tofill our bottles. We were happy
and grateful.

Around 12.30 in the after-
noon, at Balharshah station, rail-
way officials handed out lunch -
about 100 grams of khichdi and
bottles of water - through the
windows of each coach. Again,
fights broke out.

Around 6.30 pm, our train
reached Warangal station.
Until then, [ had thought of my-
self as being different from the
crowd I was travelling with -
mostly daily wagers. But this
journey was a leveller. By the
time we got off the train and
stepped on to the platform, we
all looked and felt the same -
disheveled and exhausted,
with only the thought of home
to keep us going.

The post-journey screening
took a little over an hour, but felt
much longer, after which I was
given a home quarantine stamp
onmyarmand loaded intoastate
transport bus for Hyderabad.

Ireached home around 10.30
pm. I had called my brother and
told him the quarantine precau-
tions he needed to take. The bags
thatIbrought from Gandhinagar
are still unpacked and lying out-
side the house. Once my quaran-
tine ends, I plan to meet my par-
ents in Mahbubnagar.

(As told to Kedar Deshpande.
Anand, a Master’s student at
Central University in
Gandhinagar, interned with The
Indian Express)
FULLREPORTSON
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Mrs, Usha Kakade is a
successful business woman,
who used her vision to
strengthen business with
Gravittus Corp, a firm that
eNjovs a strong presence in
Pune with its primary business
being development of properties
in the residential, commercial,
retail, education and social
gectors.

In her words, “Success gives
Power and Freedom. Power and
freedom bring huge
responsibilities. Responsibility
to follow commitments creates
benchmarks, provide quality
services and work towards the
welfare of the society™.

In the year 2011 she has started
Gravittus Foundation (Formerly
known as USK Foundation),
with her mandate, the Group is
invalved in meaningful welfare
driven activities that
distinetively impact the quality
of life of the weaker sections of
the society, mainly woman and
children, Gravittus Foundation
aims al working towards a
better future through health and
education for children and
women empowerment. Mis.
Usha Kakade brings to the
Foundation a rare vision, desp
sense of social responsibility
and an untining dedication to
make a difference to the lives of
those less formnate.

Gravittus is also dedicated to
imparting education, instruction
and training in different
branches of learning. Gravittus
also conducts various
awareness, training and
scholarship programs, health
check-up camps, ete. which
benefit the marginalized and
less fortunate.
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Towards a better world

Healthy & Ambitious
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sign of strong society.

Under her puidance -

Gravittus
Foundation
Initiatives:

Crood Touch Bad Touch:

Objective ol ke project is 1o spread the asamesess
related 10 Geod smech — Bad touch smon gat school
children studying from Balwadi o Bithstd. and i
understard issnes related fo the security of these
children with the respective subjoct and 2cf as a
refermnl sysiem. This project is launched on Gth
Janaary D01 T wilk ibe handsaf our Prisedent b,
LlghaBnknds.

Under this project, we are coosidering shiklee
studying in Corpembinn schaeds as well 25 Privake
gided and urmided schools ol Pume and Pispd
chinchwad aren, Crond iooch = Had toach & an
lmporiant Bsee for every children sipht from
childkand 1o the nosinge af teenage.

Under this project, we afe erealing awarendds
zmomgst children threaph yarious methods and
uderstanding lanposge according to thelr age-
groap. We ane canducting sessions with respect i
Pre-primany, Primary and Secondany ecction,
Farhis praject, cur feam seanched far the private
sehools 25 well as for che resource pereons who
are experis in this subjecl. Imitially we ane
canducting this project with privaie schools of
Pune znd PMC and PCMC schools accordingly.
Mo, we nre comihacting these seseinns with Pune
Dhsingd (Fural) Schaels, (Girls and Bovs who
sxpress their experiences to our experts' team,
iben our beim seis a8 & teberral ageocy. And, we
refar them ip Child lme or ony other W(E0
working o this delicaie Meas,

Cipodd touch Bod touch praject aims o cover 1otal
& Jukly seodens frons 1000 privase s well aspuldle
schoals all pwver Pyme, Pimpri-Chinchwad and
Digtricd amea |b contdng two weam, Till date;,
Gravitbas TFoundslion bes covered o boll of
325,594 children from 746 schools of PMC,
PCMC and new, Zilla Parished private and public
sehoals under this project,

Malnutrition P'roject:

Gravithas Foundstiom is monning mm year lemg
progect in Mandurbar digider of Maharmshira.. To
reduce the maleutrition in children in five remaote
villages of mandusbar diswcl. In this projes,
training progrems for Anngenwadi ond fsha
workiers, pregnant and lestatng molbes on the
imue of gond health pmoiices; kilchen garden
developmcnt che, proprams asciaking place,

Dental Cheek-up Projoct:

Girmyitbas Foundation came teanderstand thad, the
Diental Health 1ssues of PRMC School Children ane
severe, These PMOC Scheal Childeen belongs so
lewesl socio-sconeenic sirala of the sosiely 2mld
wre having no menns 1o dingoase their Bendal
Hialth issues. Based upoo the need atsesmienl of
thase children, Gravitdus Fourdnlion dscided ip
organizs Destal Check-up Camps for these necdy
Children. Gravithes FoundnatEan in che year 2014-
15 ienpomiemied thes cne wéae loag projecr

Gravine Foundebien successfally compleied
Dienial project of TZAIS children
from 311 Pane Municipal Carpoation schools.

This & highly apprecialed  progect, as oo
arganization covered ikis hugs mumber ymder
aneumbrolEx Thus, we achiove aurabjective of
arganizing Dental Cheek-up Camp for all the
FMC Echool students b oconl cach sudenl
abnus their Denind Henlch,

Exo Project

Gravicies Fousdnibon b2 copcermned about the
hezlth of the underprivileged chikiren studying
in Pune Musicipal Corporstion Schools,
especially Eye healthcare. Thus, oomsidenng
ihe necd, Gravittus Foundation in ths mr!ﬂ!ﬁ
12017, completed the Eye healtheare project.
Ulnder this progect, oll M7 sehools of the Pune
Mumicipality Corpuration covered amd not asly
eye check-up, hut 2lso further trentment of eye,
ineluting providmg speciacles alsa took place.
The project ngreement finalized nnd the project
atarted freen Jume 2015 cawards and ended ai
Augase 11T, Al these services provided free of
cosl 1o ks wderprivilegsd chaldren by
Gravirtzs Faurddntion and K. K. Exe Instibaie.
Thus, thils peaject gives ove healtlears to tboss
whocammot affnrd the frestment.

Under Eve Projest, Eve scecenlng of ol
TH,Z98 stodents from M7 PMC schools ame
comgleted, Spoctacles are provided io 1003
needy studemis and Eye surgeries of 40 students.
were performed sueeesssfially.

Gravittus Foundation's Children®s
Day program:

On Childres’s Day  14th Movember 2003,
GGravithes Foundation arganized Health Check-
up Camp for 152 underprivitegsd Children
helenpmg to Tadiwals Rosd shim Area in Pune
between ke ape groups G- 12 yenrs,

CGravitius Foundation's
'"Changemakers' program:

O 11k Febrosry 2003, USK Fousdstion's
'Changemakers’ project was lnunched with the
hiainds of Me Noemdea Sdngh, Minktes of Sals
for ¥Wouath Affairs 2nd Sparis. ks, Usha
Eaknde, Prealdest, Gravitas Fousdation was
also present om this cocasion:

‘Changemakers’ B & program which leads
developing the ability of self-defense in youmg
college poing girs. As the safery issue of
colloge going girls is beooming crwcial dmy by
dry; mﬂﬂmﬂ peodecitan only from family and
spchety is I:I.UlI!'Ill:ILI.EtI It is oocossury bo depeond
an own capecities and o beam this Self-
dubeie'; maming of self-definse sessions wem
orgnnized usder ‘Changemnnkers' progrmm,
Ciravithes Foundstion arganzeed this program in
associplion with Pune City Police ond Puns
Univeraity's MES scheme. 174 callopes wens
selectad for this progmm, Under this program, it
is pol possble wopo o oevery college and
comifnct the troiming session, 5o, the concepd of
Team-leader s mplemenied. 1012 pirls. pot
selecled from each coflege for the tmining
sesgion, Alnsoss 2000 piels were tralped under
this propram. Secial Activist, Ms. Vidya Bal,
Mg, Gitald v, 0, were the puest speakers of the
program.

Gravittus Foundation's "Sanman
Sevayratincha' porgram:

Oin 25th Qotpber 2003, Gravithes Foundation
orpanized programme called "Sanman
Sevavmatinche’. WGOs who are warkimg for
child development wees lawvited for the
pragmmme. Padmojn Godbole of Prasammn
Autisgn Cenbee, Me. Rewa Gavasker of Eklavya
HNyas ond Ms. Mukts PFuniambekar of
Muktampan were the main speskces of he
pragramme. Children af amy kind caly want
lewve and no child ig bad, was the opinlon of all
the present expers. (rmvithas Foumsdabeo also
fedicitpted some of the cxirsordinary ™GO
warkers for all their coairtbution in sacial Sield.
Mrs, Uskn Kaksde, Vice-Chairperaon,
NIMCCD (Maitanal Enstituts of Toblic Co-
operntion & Child Developmend), Mew Telhi
and President, Gravittus Foundativm was
present for the programme, The incal mumber of
MGYs were 250 wha showed there misest in

the progeam,

Czravitus Foundnticn organized Dmawing
Comipetitions i 20 privass usasled scheols,
Tonl 4,232 children fram Sth to Tih sid.
parilcapabnd seilvaly i thess compeiitbons.
Ciravittus Foundatico nrganized comnpetition
ol spues lloe Cleanliness deive, Environsent
pratection, Soumces of water polloion eta.

Gravitius Founduation's National
Disable day program

This event provided o for the
heudeagped clifldsen ba Sevilos thils akills and
tolents in spocts, reducing the icequality that
exlsts hetween e hendicipped asd son-
handicapped children in por society. Along with
this activity, childeen showing the placands with
traffic mwareness slogans at varaus choawk.

Gravittus Foundution's Mehendi
Programme:

{imwitus Fpundation osganized Mehendi
program for Viaually Challengsd childien, It
was o poo2 in o lifetime experience for the

children, Allthechildren eojoyed alot,

Gravittus Foundation's Ek Diwali
Snehachi:

"Bk Dawali Snchachl’ with 100 children from
varipas aorphaneges of Pune and 100 senips
calizess of Mivasa & Matoalis obdage ladss wt
Giravitlus Foundabion. Everyhedy enjayed the
one minle gamed oigenlaed by Ganbe show
aril wea prizes. Delicious frod 2loag with
awcels wos gervixd o &l Every glogle persan
enjoyed the day and retemed back very hapgny.

Gravittus Foundation's Domestic

Violenee Act AWaArcness program:

O Sth Deeember 2003, Gravilius Foundstian
orgonized awarcness programme on Domestic
Violenes Act'ZU5. All the Community
Dizvelopment Progam {Officers, Supervisars
ardl total 4 Anngasowadi S-upcnl:m trui
Sevikn's were attended the progmmme. Ady

Asunta Pardhe shared detadled nformmtion
abaut Pratecticn of Wamen agapinst Domestic
Violemos Act, 2005, hMr Baviedo Patl gave
infoomabinn 2wl the effards govenmenl has

teketn with seapest b0 Implensntation of
Damestic Viclence Act, DM M. Usha
Eaknde fzlt the nesd of 1his impariane subject
andl s, Gravities Foundabion arganized this
programme in the Porinight againgd Demestic
Wialeooe.

Gravittus Foundation's helping hands
for Aditi Gholap:

W year ald Aditi is fom the docam city
Mumbai, She is & versatile dancer nnd enjoys
verims dance forms like contemparary, lyrical
hip hep, locking popping, Indian folk, jazz,
sela, Aarsenco and fresstyle. Apast from her
prssion for dancing, Adit is sxizemely tech
siwey. As per Creela M, a1 this leoelerage, she
exudes the proce of o matred dancer, Gravitias
Fonndstian desided to lake all Ibe sdestional
expensas of Adic inwn theit honds arsd make sure
that ke receivies propec educaiion snd aehiove
her drenm:s.,

Some of the other initiatives by

Gravittus Foundation:

1, Gmvittns Foundation arsnged & program
for women se tkae they can ke swans of the
wiricus schemes that are beneficial for them
and \bedr farmily.

2, Gmyittus Foundatiom in oallzhombing with
Sakal Begial Foundatoo arganized a
reogram fnc smazll kids from the age groupod
4 — & and ercated the somponess asd
imparinnce af reading books.

3. Gravittns Foandatloa alosg with Feirdua
[ndia arganized o ron fec canse 1o save grl
child peogram.

&, Gravittus Foundation along with Green

Thumb Scciety plasted 12000 plasiz w
Mahatrnn Ivotiba Phule Udyan.

Eey Responsible Positions
Foander:
Ciravitiua Foundation
Chalrperson:
Criaviciua Corp
Former Viee:

men-HIPCCLD, Woiren &
Child Welfare Diepariment, Mew Dielhi
Actlve Member:
PFIC (Pune Inlernational Cenkra)
Advisory Beard Member:
Service Leamning Centre of Symbiosis

Awards nod Recognitions:

= Pl Harris Fellow recogritinn from
Ratary Lnbersational

= iznis Inbermatiomal Awards for - Social
Spivices

= Lokmet Style Asard 2017 — Maharashirz's
nMost Stvlist Socinl E

= [ndia Todny Heslthcene Aaverd foc = Social
Confribation

»  Feonemic Times Maharashisa Ackievers
Beest C5R Avand 20148

= Hall o Fame Award Far = 'Good louch bad
tcneh project’

Kakade Capital, 1205, Shirole Road, Opp. Sambhaji Garden, J.M. Road, Shivaji Nagar Pune -411005
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Aseven-year-old Delhi Public School student attends online classes at his home in Ghaziabad, Wednesday. Praveen Khanna
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Tiwarislams
Delhigovt over
lack of beds

New Delhi: Reacting to a
purported video of a Delhi
government hospital, Delhi
BJP chief Manoj Tiwari al-
leged the common people
are having trouble getting
beds for treatment of
Covid-19inthecity,saying,
“It is shameful a patient is
lyingonthe ground outside
the hospital for hours and
his family ismovinghimon
their own on a stretcher.”
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal
responded that he would
get the issue rectified.
"Thanks for telling us our
shortcomings," said the
M.

Firefighter
injured

New Delhi: Afireman was
injured during a fire-fight-
ing operation at Delhi's
Vikaspuri Tuesday night.
The Delhi Fire Services
(DFS) personnel suffered
burns on his arms and
legs, when an LPG cylin-
derburst at the office that
caught fire at Vardhman
marketaround 8 pm. DFS
chief Atul Garg shared
that on May 26, they re-
ceived 145 fire calls —the
highest so far in 2020.

Teachers write
to St Stephen’s
principal

New Delhi: Thirteen teach-
ers of St Stephen’s College
have written to the princi-
pal against “illegal activi-
ties” being undertaken by
the administration by
“trespassing” teachers’
homes and destroying
hedges and trees in the
area, allegedly to construct
aparkinglot. They alleged
the activities are being car-
ried about without the
governing body’s ap-
proval. However, the gov-
erning body chairman,
Bishop Waris KMasih said
“the principal said all ap-
provals are in”, and the
teachers could discuss the
issue with him.

Self-styled
godmanheld,
granted bail

New Delhi: Self-styled
godman Daati Maharaj
was arrested Wednesday
and granted bail, four
days aftera case was filed
against him for offering
prayers at a temple in vi-
olation of lockdown
rules. ENS

HEADS OF SCHOOLS RECEIVE SETS OF QUESTIONS

Challenge for 1,040 govt schools:
Getting students back to class

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

"How many students do we
have no contact with at all?";
"Given the need for social dis-
tancing, how many students
can be there in each class-
room?"; "What should be the
mix, if any, between online and
classroom teaching?" — these
are some of the questions for
government schools in Delhi to
start planning for an eventual
re-opening.

All schools in the capital
have been closed since mid-
March, and have moved to on-
line learning for the duration of
the lockdown. Government
schools are currently in sum-
mer vacation till June 30, but
the Directorate of Education
(DoE) has not given a date for
when children will start return-
ing to school.

However, on Tuesday, heads
of all these schools received a
set of questions from the DoE to

initiate the process of planning
for when they eventually re-
open, so that this process can
consider the individual chal-
lenges of the 1,040 schools run
by the Delhi government.
School heads have been asked
to prepare a "micro plan” for
their individual schools in con-
sultation with teachers, parents
and School Management
Committee (SMC) members.
Delhi Education Minister
Manish Sisodia also held a video
meeting with heads of schools
on Wednesday, asking them to
formulate these plans. "The rea-
son we are following an elabo-
rate planning process is because
we need to keep many factorsin
mind before taking a decision. It
is not just about maintaining so-
cial distancing or sanitisation
alone, or calling one set of
classes to school and not the
others. Any decision will have
far-reaching implications on
children and their families be-
cause school is an integral part
of our social life. It is not just

15 more chargesheets to
be filed against Tablighis

SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

ADAY after 20 chargesheets were
filed in the Saket court against 82
foreign nationals in the Tablighi
Jamaat case, the Delhi Police has
said it will file 15 more
chargesheets against 294 for-
eigners, who belong to 14 coun-
tries including Malaysia,
Thailand, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri
Lanka and some African nations.

Delhi Police spokesperson M
S Randhawa said these foreign
nationals had "entered India on
tourist visas and participated in
the Markazillegally”. "These for-
eign nationals also led to a situa-
tion where a highly infectious

AT DND FLYwAYy

disease spread and threatened
the lives of the inmates and the
general public at large,” he said.

Delhi Police PRO Anil Mittal
also said 15 more were being
filed. He said, "Accused persons
are being charged for violation of
visarules, and the Centre has
cancelled their visas and black-
listed them."

On Tuesday, Randhawa had
said that more than 900 foreign
nationals who are accused in this
case belong to 34 countries, and
that chargesheets are being pre-
pared country-wise.

OnMarch 31,an FIRwas filed
under sections of The Epidemic
Diseases Act, DMA, the
Foreigners Act, and various IPC
sections.

about learning a few lessons
from the textbooks but the les-
sons of life itself. Therefore, any
plan should keep in mind all
possible situations," said Sisodia.

The prime considerations
schools have been asked to ac-
count for are tracking all stu-
dents and bringing them back to
school; emotional and trauma
support; maintaining social dis-
tancing; and sanitisation.

The DoE also ordered all
teachers to call their students to
enquire about their well-being,
whereabouts, and ask for feed-
back on remote learning.

Teachers The Indian Express
spoke to underlined that this is
the most important step to-
wards discussing re-opening,
especially in the light of lakhs of
migrant workers leaving Delhi
for their home states during the
lockdown.

"In my class of 62 students,
I have been able to contact45in
the last week. Two of them are
in their hometowns and they
have told me that their families

intend toreturn, so they can re-
turn to school. But these are
class XII students, and the
surety of return is less likely
among younger children and
their families. Among the rest,
there are 12-13 students whose
phones have been unavailable
or switched off, and those are
the children I'm most worried
about,"” said the teacher of a
school in Northeast Delhi.

Among the questions
schools have been asked by the
DoE are how many students
they have no contact with atall,
and how many students they
estimate will show up if school
re-opens in July.

Schools have also been
asked to assess how many class-
rooms they have and how many
students of the school can at-
tend every day, keeping in mind
the need for social distancing.

The Indian Express had re-
ported that the HRD ministry is
likely to recommend that stu-
dents in classes IX to XII return
to school first.

"We will now need to look at
our infrastructure in terms of
new needs. This will have to dif-
fer from school to school - some
have 600 students, some have
over 2,000. We have some dis-
tricts in which students already
attend schools on staggered
days because there are too many
students for the infrastructure
to handle. We have double-shift
schools. Alot of monitoring will
be required even to maintain
distance between just 100 chil-
dren," said a senior teacher in
another school.

Another feature the DoE is
looking at is making online
learning an integral part of
teaching-learning even once
schools start, something that
Sisodia has emphasised on sev-
eral occasions during the lock-
down. Among the questions,
schools have been asked to pro-
vide inputs on are how online
teaching should continue to be
used, and what the mix be-
tween online and offline teach-
ing should be.

HC takes suo motu notice of viral
video, seeks status of helplines

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

THE DELHI High Court has come
across a video-clipping showing
aman struggling to find a hospi-
tal bed for his Covid-19 positive
mother due to unresponsive
helpline numbers, which
prompted it to direct the Centre
and Delhi government to place
before it the status of “arrange-
ments made to deal with serious
Covid-19 patients who need
hospitalisation”.

A bench of Justice Vipin
Sanghi and Justice Rajnish
Bhatnagar took suo motu notice
of the video clipping and di-
rected it beregistered asa PILon

the “Courts own Motion”. It di-
rected that the matter may be
placed before the bench headed
by the Chief Justice on June 3.
The bench said, “A person
who, or whose family or friend, is
found Covid-19 positive should
be able to call the helplines to not
only report such occurrence but
to also seek assistance with re-
gard to hospitals... If the experi-
ence of Mr... isanything to go by,
itappears that this aspect has not
been adequately addressed.”
The court appointed advo-
cate Om Prakash as an amicus
curiae to assist in the matter.
Delhi government’s Standing
Counsel (Criminal) Rahul Mehra
submitted that the state govern-
ment has 10 helpline numbers

and that instructions were is-
sued to set them in order after
the helplines were found not to
be functioning efficiently.

Central Government
Standing Counsel Kirtiman
Singh submitted that the man
was provided the number of the
DSO, who is an officer of the
GNCID.

Mebhra said a mobile app will
be launched in the next few days
to give live updates of hospital
beds available in Delhi govern-
ment and private hospitals.

The benchsaid, “The status of
functional and responsive
helpline numbers being oper-
ated by the GNCTD and the
Central government should also
be placed before the court”.

Safdarjung reports

= 52 deaths, Delhi

govt alleges delay

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

ALLEGING DELAY on the part of
Safdarjung Hospital, the Delhi
government said the Centre-run
hospital had Tuesday sent its
death audit committee a list of
52 patients who died of Covid
over the past two months.

The Covid tollin Delhiis 303.

As per the protocol, each
hospital in Delhi has to report
deaths of all Covid patients by
email to the district surveillance
unit and to the state surveil-
lance unit, along with scanned
copies of the case summary,
medical files and all relevant
data required by the death au-
dit committee, by 5 pm every
day.

The death summaries
shared by the hospitals are then
assessed by a three-member
audit committee, formed by the
government on April 20.

“All Delhi government hos-
pitals are submitting their re-
ports to the committee daily.
Safdarjung Hospital has submit-
ted reports of 52 fatalities only
today:. It had reported only four

deaths till now,” a government
spokesperson said.

Denying the state govern-
ment’s allegations, Dr Balvinder
Singh, the medical superinten-
dent of Safdarjung Hospital, told
The Indian Express, “There is
some miscommunication. The
data shared by us is cumulative
data from February 1 to May 16,
as asked by Delhi government.
The state government is trying
to update their own data from
different hospitals and had asked
us to share the cumulative num-
ber as they wanted it to tally with
that in individual hospitals. The
number matched with the data
they had and the ideawas to see
if there is any discrepancy. We
haven’t delayed sharing death
summaries. Every detail of our
patient goes to the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.”

The hospital has reported 69
Covid deaths so far, as per its
records, Dr Singh said.

OnMay 9, The Indian Express
had reported that there was a
mismatch between the death
toll reported by four hospitals
and that shared by the Delhi
government in its health bul-
letin.

Ex-AIIMS staffer
dies after Covid
fears delay help

r
i

Ahealth worker dresses up in PPE donated by a shopkeeper
before taking away the unconscious man. Praveen Khanna

JIGNASASINHA
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

SHOPKEEPERS AND local resi-
dents struggled for around three
hours to get an ambulance for a
60-year-old man in South Delhi
on Wednesday after finding him
lying unconscious on the road less
than 500 metres from AIIMS.

After ambulances refused to
take him, it took a constable’s in-
tervention to take him to Lal
Bahadur Shastri Hospital, where
he died during treatment. He was
lateridentified as Jaspal, a former
AIIMS attendant, with senior
health officials at the hospital say-
ing the cause of death is being as-
certained. “He had a head injury.
We have sent his sample for Covid
testing,” said an official.

Around 1 pm, a few bikers
saw the man lying near an elec-
tric pole on the roadside, as the
temperature in the city crossed
the 45 degree Celsius mark.
However, unsure if he had coro-
navirus, passersby said they were
apprehensive of going near him.

Gautam Garg, whoworks ata
medical store nearby, said: “I took
a lunch break around 2.30 pm
when I noticed the old man.
People stopped to look but no-
body helped. | walked towards
him, but people told me not to get
too close. The man was there for
almost an hour. We could see he
was breathing, but he didn't look
well - he wasn't moving and there
was some liquid on his face.”

Garg and his colleagues at
Kuber Surgicals then made mul-
tiple calls to get the ambulance.

He said that after around an
hour,a CATS ambulance came but
the driver and helper refused to
take the man because they did
not have PPE kits. “We told them
we can give them protective gear
from our shop, but they refused.
We called again and got the same
response from another ambu-
lance. Frustrated, I called the Hauz
Khas police station,” said Garg.

Abeat constable came within
a few minutes and started mak-
ing calls to get medical help.
Another CATS ambulance came
after 10-15 minutes. The beat
constable, Vipin Kumar (29), said,
“The ambulance had one helper
and she was scared. Shopkeepers
gaveme aPPEkitand |, along with
other health workers, picked him
up. He was then taken to Lal
Bahadur Shastri Hospital.” He
was admitted around 5 pm.

Atul Kumar Thakur, DCP
(South), confirmed Kumar had
helped take the man to the hos-
pital.

When contacted, Dr
Satyender Singh Dursawat,
Special Secretary (health), said, “If
the man was found near AIIMS,
guards or authorities should have
helped.” He did not respond to
queries about the delay in the am-
bulance or lack of PPE kits for staff.

PRBhaati, Nodal Officer, CATS,
said, “We have not received any
such information about our am-
bulances.”

Quick thinking cops save man, help trace 2 who threw him off bridge

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

AS TWO police personnel
crossed the Yamuna bridge on
the DND flyover on Tuesday af-
ternoon, they saw two men
throwing something in the river
and quickly leaving the spot in
their car. Suspecting something

amiss, sub-inspector Rekha and
assistant sub-inspector KP Singh
chased the vehicle but only man-
aged to note down its registra-
tion number. When they re-
turned to the spot on the bridge,
they saw a mandrowningin the
river below. They immediately
rescued him and rushed himtoa
hospital.

A day later, the two men,

who allegedly threw the victim
in the river, were arrested. DCP
(Southeast) R P Meenasaid, “The
accused have been identified as
Sumit Kansal (23), who owns a
jewellery shop in Delhi, and his
relative Mohit (28), who was al-
legedly paid Rs 15,000 to kill the
victim.”

According to Meena, Kansal
claimed that the victim, who is

The accused took the
victim to the spotand
allegedly strangled
him. They threw him in
theriver as they
thought he was dead,
said DCP Meena

his friend, was “harassing and
blackmailing his girlfriend”. “In
abid to take revenge, he made a
plan to kill him with his relative
Mohit,” said DCP Meena.

On Tuesday, police said
Kansal and Mohit took the vic-
tim to the spot in a car and al-
legedly strangled him. “The vic-
tim fell unconscious and the
accused thought he was dead. So

New Delhi

they threw him in the river to
dispose the body,” said DCP
Meena.

When the victim was pulled
out of the river by the police per-
sonnel, he had abrasions on his
neck. A case of attempt to mur-
der was registered at Sunlight
Colony police station.

After police searched the ve-
hicle registration number noted

by Rekha and Singh, the car the
accused used was traced to a lo-
cation in Haryana's Kaithal.

DCP Meena said a team was
sent to Kaithal and details of the
vehicle, including the owner's
mobile number, was obtained.
“On the basis of call record details,
the two men were tracked down
toMayur Vihar, from where they
were arrested,” he said.
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15,257 CASES, 303 DEATHS TILL WEDNESDAY

Inhighest 24-hour spike,
Delhirecords 792 cases

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

THE HIGHEST single-day jumpin
Covid cases wasrecorded in Delhi
on Wednesday, with 792 cases
being reported. Sofar, 15,257 peo-
ple have contracted the disease.
Of these, 7,264 have recovered.
The death toll reached 303 as 15
more deaths were updated by the
state health department after ex-
amining death summaries
shared by hospitals.

About 34% of the cases have
come up in the capital after re-
laxations in Lockdown 4.0 were
announced. There were 10,054
cases and 160 deaths on May 18,
which grew to 15,257 cases and
303 deaths on Wednesday.

The death rate in the city has
also marginally increased from
1.59% on May 18 to 1.98% on
Wednesday. “The continuous rise
inthe number of cases is a cause
of worry. The focus should be on
having alow mortality rate. With
the change inlockdownrules, itis
extremely crucial for people to
follow social distancing and
maintain  hand hygiene.
Considering the mortality rate is
hovering around 1.5-1.9%, if a
large part of Delhi population is
infected, the number of deaths
would be quite high,” said Dr DK
Tempe, former dean of Maulana
Azad Medical College (MAMC).

While announcing the lock-
down relaxations, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal had said the city
and its health infrastructure were
prepared to deal with a rise in

COVID-19 CURVE RISES
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cases. Gearing up for more cases,
beds in 117 more private hospi-
tals/nursing homes and 1,500
beds with oxygen supportin GTB
Hospital are being added for
treatment of Covid patients.

The city’s recovery rate is
47.67%, higher than the national
average which is around 42%. At
present, there are 7,690 active
casesinthe city,of whom2,118 are
availing treatment in 13 Covid-
designated (seven private and six
government) hospitals. The rest
are either at Covid health centres,
care centres or under homeisola-
tion. Among those admitted to
hospitals, 191 are in the ICU and

32 are on ventilator support.

“However, the recovery rate
in Delhi s still better than the na-
tional average. If more people are
recovering from the disease,
then gradually the recovery rate
will also reach around 50%. This
can only be done if people are
aware of the dos and don’ts for
the disease. Withimproving re-
covery rate, one hopes the net
impact of the disease is min-
imised,” added Dr Tempe.

The Delhi health department
has ordered 30,000 PPE kits (to
add to the 50,000 in stock), 3.5
lakh N95 masks, 28 ventilators
and 435 oxygen concentrators to

meet an increased demand in
coming days.

In a meeting with the Lt-
Governor Tuesday, Health
Secretary Padmini Singla said
there are 4,462 beds across the
capital’s hospitals for Covid pa-
tients. She also said there are
429 ICU beds, 343 ventilators
and 2,632 oxygen-supported
beds available in Covid-desig-
nated hospitals.

Meanwhile, in contact trac-
ing that was initiated at AIIMS af-
ter a mess worker and a sanita-
tion supervisor died after testing
positive, over adozen healthcare
workers have tested positive.

IRS officer found hanging at Chanakyapuri home

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

A 57-YEAR-OLD IRS officer al-
legedly committed suicide at his
Chanakyapuri home
Wednesday. Police said the inci-

denttook place around 7 am,and
asuicide note was recovered.
The officer, Keshav Saxena,
was found by his wife. She
rushed him to Primus Hospital
where he was declared dead on
arrival by doctors, said police.
DCP(New Delhi) Eish Singhal

said, “We received a call from the
hospital about the incident.
Saxena used a bedsheet to hang
himself. We also found a suicide
note at his home. His family said
he was suffering from depres-
sion. We are probing the matter.”

Saxenawas posted atITOand

is survived by his wife, son and
two daughters. The DCP said he
committed suicide in the study
room, which is used by his son.
The family was home at the time.
“We are probing the note and
cannot reveal its contents,” the
DCP said.
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Applications are invited from general public for booking of Residential Apartments in the Affordable Group Housing Project proposed to be developed
as per terms and conditions of the policy prescribed by the Town & Country Planning Department, Government of Haryana vide notification no.
PF-27/48921 dated 19.08.2013 & amendment thereof (details available at the Department website, ie. tcpharyana.gov.in).

PROJECT DETAILS

1. Coloniser/Developer

Signature Builders Private Limited

2. Projectapproval

Licence No. 51 of 2019 dated 06-03-2019. Building Plan Approved on 08/08/2019. Memo No. ZP-1110/AD(RK)/2019/19109.
Haryana RERA Registered No: 51 of 2019 dated 09.09.2019

3. Location

Sector 93, Gurugram Haryana

4. Provisions
Project Area

278 no. of apartments available out of total 720 number of units in the housing scheme spread over 5 acres. As per Policy, 5% of
total apartments are available for management quota and 95% of total apartments are for public. Community Facilities: One
Community Hall of 2000 sq.ft. and One Anganwadi-cum-creche of 2000 sq.ft.

5. Apartment Details, Allotment Rates & Payment Terms

Apartment details

Category(Type) No of Carpet Area Balcony Area Allotment Rate of With application On allotment
Units sqft(approx) sqft(approx) Apartment (all inclusive)* | Booking amount 5% (20% + 12.5%)**

2BHK TYPE -01 118 539.384 78114 21,96,593.00 109,830.00 713,895.00

2BHK TYPE -02 7 603.677 76.058 24,52,737.00 122637.00 797,140.50

2 BHK TYPE -03 106 594.916 70.849 24,15,088.50 120,754.00 784,901.00

2BHK TYPE -04 47 577112 79.029 23,47,962.50 117,398.00 763,087.00

Rules, 2017.

**Balance payable amount shall be equivalent to the amount payable, by other allottee(s) of the 1st draw in the project at each stage, in equated 6 monthly
installments, in terms of the amendment in the Affordable Housing Policy 2013 by notification no. PF-27/15922 dated 05, July, 2019. No interest shall fall
due before the due date of payment. Any default in payment will bear penal interest as provided in Rule 15 of the Haryana Real Estate Regulatory Authority,

6. Parking

Two-wheeler parking with each apartment

7. Broad Specifications
of the Apartment

* Flooring: Rooms Vitrified Tiles, Kitchen Vitrified / Ceramic Tiles, Toilet Anti Skid Ceramic Tiles, Balcony AntiSkid / Matt Finish Ceramic Tiles,
* Windows: M.S. Sections as per IS Codes / Aluminium Powder Coated / UPVC e Doors Frame: Red Merandi / Mild Steel/ Aluminium Powder
Coated / UPVC e Wall Tile: Ceramic Tiles till 4 Feet/ 7 feet high & Oil Bound Distemper Above. ¢ Kitchen Counter Top Green Marble / Granite
¢ Wall: Oil Bond Distemper e Sanitary fitting: ISI marked CP Fittings, W.C & Washbasin ¢ Electric Fitting: ISI Marked. Structure: RCC Frames

Structure designed for SESMIC forces as per latest IS code and NBC Recommendations.

8. Applications
Timelines

(i) Application Forms & Facility of applying Online is available at www.signatureglobal.in by paying application fee of Rs 1,000/- starting from date
21.05.2020. For more information, call 7053-121-121 (ii) Last Date of submission of Applications is 20.06.2020.
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Eligibility: 1. The applicant should not be debarred from entering into legally binding contract under any prevailing law.

2. Any person can apply, however, the PMAY beneficiaries, which include their spouse or depended children, identified by the Urban Local Bodies Department,
Haryana under “Pradhan Mantri Aawas Yojna-Housing for All” programme shall be granted preference in allotment. First priority shall be given to the identified
beneficiaries of the said town followed by other PMAY beneficiaries of the State of Haryana. Thereafter, for the remaining flats, persons which include their spouse or
dependent children who do not own any flat/plot in any HUDA developed colony/sector or any licenced colony in any of the Urban areas in Haryana, UT of
Chandigarh and NCT Delhi shall be given next preference in allotment of flats
3. An applicant can make only one application. Any successful applicant under this policy shall not be eligible for allotment of any other flat under this policy in any other
colony. In case, he/she is successful in more than one colony, he/she will have choice of retaining only one flat.
Allotment Criteria: 1. The allotment of apartments shall be done through draw of lots in the presence of a committee consisting of Deputy Commissioner or his
representative (at least of the cadre of Haryana Civil Services), Senior Town Planner (Circle office), DTP of the concerned district and the representative of coloniser

2. After fixation of date for draw of lots, an advertisement shall be issued by the Developer informing the applicants about the details regarding date/time and venue of the
draw of lots in the same newspapers in which the original advertisement was issued.
3. For detailed criteria and time-frame to be adopted for scrutiny and allotment, the applicants may also refer to the details in the Affordable Group Housing Policy
2013 vide no. PF-27/48921 dated 19.08.2013 & amendment thereof (available at the Department website, i.e., tcpharyana.gov.in).

ORCHARD*
AVENUE

THE OASIS OF LIFE IN TOWN
SECTOR 93, GURUGRAM

UPSCALE

SIGNATURE BUILDERS PRIVATE LIMITED | CIN: U70101DL2011PTC220275
Regd. Office - 1309, 13th Floor, Dr. Gopal Das Bhawan, 28 Barakhamba Road, Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001
Corp. Office - Ground Floor, Tower A, Signature Tower, South City -1, Gurugram, Haryana-122001 | www.signatureglobal.in

HO

ELTITS
HOME LoaN PARTNER  BiL1S]

. AVAILINTEREST SUBSIDY BENEFITS OF
A RS. 2.67LAC (APPROX) UNDER PMAY
=t (PRADHAN MANTRI AWAAS YOJANA)#

WARRIO

ME LOANS

Finance Limited
Clnar Ki Baat

all not merely rely upon or to be influenced by any architectural impi
bmitting an appli allo

khayaal aapka

ICICI Bank
Home Loans

herefore,
Further,

SIS @7053-121-121

its profile and
e that the loan can

Joining hands in the fight against COVID-19

Reflecting on the association with Steadfast MediShield, Dy. Vineet V Mishra, Director and HoD, M.D. & Ph.D., Institute of
Kidney Diseases and Research Centre (IKDRC), Ahmedabad, tells Abhishek Pathak that “the timely and coordinated support
by Steadfast MediShield has provided immense boost to the IKDRC'’s initiative of setting up a COVID-19 testing lab to combat the
deadly virus that has hit the world badly.”

What precautions are you taking at
the hospital for dialysis patients?
Institute of Kidney Diseases and Research
Centre (IKDRC), Ahmedabad, is the
largest kidney transplanting institute in
the country, conducting around 400-500
kidney transplants a year. The institute
also conducts liver, pancreatic and uter-
ine transplantations and has the facility
of Robotic Kidney transplantation as well.
We also have the facility of "tissue bank-
ing’ for the purposes of medical research,
education and allograft transplantation.
IKDRC is an autonomous institute funded
by the government. The institute has a
chain of 50 dialysis centres across Gujarat
with close to 500+ dialysis machines at
these centres. These centres are aided by
government and are run by the institute.
We do somewhere around 2,75,000 dialy-
sis procedures a year, which comes under
the government-aided Gujarat Dialysis
programme.

Whenever there's an organ failure in
the body, the person becomes immune-
compromised and this heightens the risk
of infection in such an individual. At IK-
DRC, we've made proper arrangements
for dialysis patients by dividing the insti-
tute into separate zones/wards for differ-
ent types of patients — non-infected sero-
logically normal patient, HIV/HCV patient,
Hepatorenal/CRS/ESRD, and COVID-19
positive patients. So, we've different isola-
tion wards for different category of pa-
tients across the state. We do dialysis for
the COVID-19 patients after taking every-

thing into account to ensure a safe
treatment for them. This is being fol-
lowed across the state. We've also seg-
regated 200 beds for COVID-19 pa-
tients and around 250 beds for
non-COVID-19 patients, in which we
take care of transplant cases. At our in-
stitute, we've dedicated dialysis ma-
chines in COVID-19 area, catering to
our dialysis patients who have tested
positive for COVID-19.

How challenging is it to ensure
the implementation of the gov-
ernment’s COVID-19 safety
guidelines in hospitals?

We're are following all the government
guidelines stringently. All the doctors,
nurses, paramedic staff and other staff
are using protective gear and other
equipment while treating a COVID-19
patient. As per the guidelines of ICMR,
every protocol is being followed by the
hospital staff and officials.

How helpful will the association
with Steadfast MediShield be in
combating COVID-19 effectively?

As it is said, “Extraordinary situations call
for extraordinary measures.” This associa-
tion is also a part and parcel of the
COVID-19 situation in the country. Yogesh
Puri, CEO, Steadfast MediShield, has come
forward to support our institute’s initia-
tive of setting up a COVID-19 testing lab to
combat the deadly virus that has hit the
world and is ruining the lives of many. This

support will provide a spur to our research
activities at the institute in combating the
virus. All the guidelines and precautions
issued by ICMR regarding testing will be
carried out in this COVID-19 Lab, which
will lead to an expansion of the testing
process in the city.

What's the situation in Ahmed-
abad?

Being a densely populated city, the
chances of the virus multiplying fast are
really high in Ahmedabad are high in cer-

tain areas. In such areas, it is difficult to
maintain the norms of social distancing
and self-isolation wherein people are
staying at a hand’s stretch from each
other. The entire government machinery
is involved in taking extraordinary efforts
to ensure safety of citizens. Elderly peo-
ple, especially with existing co-morbidi-
ties like hypertension, diabetes etc., are
the ones succumbing to the disease. Fur-
ther, people taking immunosuppressants
for autoimmune diseases are also among
the high-risk groups.

What precautions would you ad-
vise for kidney patients in times of
CovID-19?

First, they should have their regular dialy-
sis procedures done. Second, they should
follow the government guidelines of social
distancing, self-isolation, handwashing,
using masks and sanitisers etc. to stay
protected. Third, as kidney patients are al-
ready immunocompromised, | would ad-
vise them to stay at home and avoid going
to public places at all. They can consult
their doctors through video consultations,
if and when required. Fourth, they should
continue with their medication in appro-
priate dose and timely manner, and
should consult their doctors if they want to
change the dosage related to the medica-
tion for autoimmune disease. Fifth, they
should avoid self-treating themselves
and consult their treating doctors if they
experience any kind of discomfort during
these turbulent times. Finally, they should
visit dialysis centres wherein all govern-

ment guidelines are being adhered to.

In our dialysis centres, all the protocols
of ICMR related to dialysis procedures are
being followed. We've around 6,500 trans-
plant patients in the population, of which
4,500+ are in Gujarat. So, we took up an ini-
tiative to provide door-to-door delivery of
medicines to them. We're even supplying
medicines to our patients as far away as in
Patna and Punjab.

A message for our readers....
We should learn to live with the virus. The

Steadfast MediShield, a Specialty
Pharmaceutical Company in
Renal Care in India.

Mr. Yogesh Puri has a
longstanding association of more
than 25 years with our Institute,
and has always been of help.

This is one of the many efforts
that the Steadfast MediShield is
making to contribute to the fight

that the entire country is
struggling with. Steadfast
MediShield will continue to do as
much as they can both in terms
of monetary as well as social
support for the betterment of
Community and Country.

‘fear” virus in our mind is more likely to get
to us than the coronavirus. The former is
more potent in affecting our sanity and
wellbeing. We should learn from this cata-
strophe and respect Nature and become
‘sattvic’ in our attitude towards life. In a
nutshell, I would advise readers to take
precaution and at the same time be positive
in their attitude. Don’t panic. Don't fear.
Adhere to government guidelines and
maintain social distancing and control your
existing co-morbid diseases to remain safe
and sound.

* QOO ( READ. ENGAGE. DELIVER.) IS THE MARKETING SOLUTIONS TEAM OF THE INDIAN EXPRESS GROUP
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DCP tests positive,
3 police personnel
under quarantine

SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

DCP  (NORTH) Monika
Bhardwaj tested positive for
Covid-19 on Wednesday, and
three of her close contacts in of-
fice were quarantined. So far,
over 434 personnel in the Delhi
Police have tested positive for
the virus.

Joint CP (Central) Suvashis
Choudhary told The Indian
Express, “As per the doctor’s ad-
vice, she is under home quaran-
tine and doing well. As of now,
three personnel, including her
personal assistant and staff offi-
cer, have been quarantined. The
contact tracing is on.”

Bhardwaj had slight fever for
two days and got herself tested
Tuesday. “On Wednesday, her
result came positive. She has no
fever right now. We are closely
monitoring her health,” said a
senior police officer. The DCP’s

Sofar, over434
personnel in the Delhi
Police have tested
positive for the virus

office and vehicle have been
sanitised. Additional DCP-I
(north) has been given charge
of the district till Bhardwaj re-
covers and joins.

Earlier this month, Delhi
Police constable Amit Kumar
(32), who was posted in the
Northwest district, passed
away. A day after his death, he
tested positive for the virus.

Delhi Police chief S N
Shrivastava has announced sev-
eral measures for the force to
fight the virus, and has tasked
Special CP (Traffic) and Special
CP (Women Safety) with over-
seeing the admission of Delhi
Police personnel to hospitals in
critical cases.

Noida will now seal single
towers, not entire societies

AMIL BHATNAGAR
NOIDA, MAY 27

THE NOIDA administration will
seal a tower instead of an entire
complex if a Covid-19 positive
patient is found in a housing so-
ciety. The decision was taken as
per astate government order re-
vising containment zone demar-
cations. Till Wednesday evening,
Gautam Budh Nagar had re-
ported 362 cases, with 234 re-
coveries and five deaths.

“After consulting the state
government, containment zones
in urban areas have been rede-
fined. In the event there is one
case in a multi-storey building,
then the particular tower of the
society will be sealed. If there is
more than one case or a cluster,
the previous order of marking a
500-metre containment zone,
plus a 250-metre buffer zone,
will stand. In case towers of
housing societies where a clus-
ter is present fall outside the
500-metre radius, they will not

Most housing societies in Gautam Budh Nagar’s containment
zone list have minimum 10,000 residents. Abhinav Saha

be part of containment zone,”
said Suhaas LY, DM Gautam
Budh Nagar, in an order.

The move comes in the back-
drop of several RWAs and citi-
zens protesting against zones
being contained for an extended
period despite societies not hav-
ing reported more than one case.

On Monday night, an argu-

ment had ensued between resi-
dents of Supertech Eco Village 1
and police after the administra-
tion reached the spot to seal the
society after three positive cases
were reported. Protesting at the
gate, residents said the few cases
should not impact their move-
ment. Police convinced them
and sealed the society.

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT
Trichy (Construction and Maintenance) Circle
TENDER NOTICE
T.N.N0.04/2020-21/HDO/Dated : 23.05.2020.

For and on behalf of Governor of Tamil Nadu, Percentage tender through online only
will be received upto 30.06.2020 - 15.00 hours by the Superintending Engineer, (H) C&M,
Trichy Circle, TVS Tollgate, Pudukkottai Road, Trichy-20 for CRIDP 2020-21 works,
(Package No.25) pertaining Trichy (H) (C&M) Division.

Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD, availability of tender documents
and all other details are available from 01.06.2020 onwards in the Government website
https://tntenders.gov.in. If any Changes/Corrections in the tender, it will be published in
the above Government website only.
DIPR/1918/Tender/2020

Superintending Engineer (H)
C&M, Circle, Trichy-20.

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT
Trichy (Construction and Maintenance) Circle
TENDER NOTICE
T.N.N0.06/2020-21/HDO/Dated : 27.05.2020.
For and on behalf of Governor of Tamil Nadu, Percentage tender through online only
will be received upto 04.07.2020 - 15.00 hours by the Superintending Engineer, (H) C&M,
Trichy Circle, TVS Tollgate, Pudukkottai Road, Trichy-20 for CRIDP 2020-21 works,
(Package No.38 to 41) pertaining Nagapattinam (H) C&M Division.

Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD, availability of tender documents
and all other details are available from 01.06.2020 onwards in the Government website
https://tntenders.gov.in. If any Changes/Corrections in the tender, it will be published in
the above Government website only.

DIPR/1943/Tender/2020

Superintending Engineer (H)
C&M, Circle, Trichy-20.

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT

COIMBATORE (CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE) CIRCLE
TENDER NOTICE
T.N. No. 1/ 2020 - 21 / HDO, Dated 26.05.2020

For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu, Percentage Tender through online
only will be received up to 01.07.2020, 15.00 hours by the Superintending Engineer (H),
C&M, Coimbatore Circle for CRIDP 2020-21 Works, (Package No.1 to 12) pertaining
Gobi (H) C&M Division.

Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD, availability of tender documents and
all other details are available in the Government website https://tntenders.gov.in from
29.05.2020. If any Changes / Corrections in the tender, it will be published in the above
Government website only. Superintending Engineer (H),
DIPR/1941/Tender/2020 C&M, Coimbatore Circle.

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT
TRICHY (H) NABARD AND RURAL ROADS, CIRCLE
TENDER NOTICE (online only)

Tender Notice No.01/2020-21/SDO/Dated 26.5.2020

For and on behalf of Governor of Tamilnadu percentage tender will be received by the
Superintending Engineer (H) NABARD & Rural Roads, Circle, Trichy, for Five Bridge
works under NABARD RIDF - XXV / 2019-20 (40 BRIDGE WORKS) loan Assistance
scheme in respect of Trichy, Madurai & Nagapattinam (H) NABARD & Rural Roads
Divisions upto 14.00 hours on 17.6.2020 through online only.

Details of work, approximate value of work, EMD, availability of tender documents and
all other details are available from 05.6.2020 onwards in the Government website
http:/itntenders.gov.in If any changes / corrections etc in the tender, it will be published
onthe above website only. Superintending Engineer (H)
DIPR/1942/TENDER/2020 NABARD and Rural Roads Circle, Trichy.

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT
CHENNAI CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE CIRCLE
TENDER NOTICE
Tender Notice No.02/2020-21/HDO/ Dated:23.05.2020

For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu, Percentage tender through
online only will be received upto 03.07.2020 - 2.00 P.M. by the Superintending
Engineer (H), C&M, Chennai Circle for works under CRIDP Scheme 2020-21
(Package No.23 to 28) pertaining to Thiruvallur Division.

Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD, availability of tender
documents and all other details will be available from 01.06.2020 onwards in the
Government website https://tntenders.gov.in. If any Changes/ Corrections in
the tender, it will be published in the above Government website only.

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (H),
C&M, CHENNAI CIRCLE

DIPR/1927/TENDER/2020

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT
TIRUPUR (CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE) CIRCLE
TENDER NOTICE
T.N. No. 01/2020-21/HDO, dated 26.05.2020
For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu, Percentage tender through
online only will be received upto 01.07.2020 - 15.00 hours by the Superintending
Engineer (H), C&M, Tirupur Circle for CRIDP 2020-21 & NON PLAN 2020-21
Works, (Package No. 1 to 20) pertaining Erode (H) C&M Division.

Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD, availability of tender
documents and all other details are available from 29/05/2020 onwards in the
Government website https://tntenders.gov.in. If any Changes/Corrections in the
tender, it will be published in the above Government website only.

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (H),
C&M CIRCLE, TIRUPUR

DIPR/1946/TENDER/2020

SINCE END OF MARCH

Ghazipur abattoir shut,
meat prices soar in city

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

MEAT PRICES have gone up in
the city as the only legal abattoir
in Ghazipur has been closed for
the past two months, with little
clarity on when it can reopen.
Mutton, earlier sold for around
Rs 500 per kg, is now being sold
for anything between Rs 700 to
Rs 1,000 per kg in Delhi.

The East Delhi Municipal
Corporation, which runs the 25-
acre facility near NH-24, had
closed the slaughterhouse in the
last week of March. In an order; it
said this was being done to “re-
strict close proximity of human
involvement in compliance with
guidelines to contain Covid-19”.

East MCD Commissioner
Dilraj Kaur said the facility is also
closed because the contract of
the company that carries out
slaughter has ended, and a pro-
posal to extend the contract till
the new tender is finalised is
pending before the corporation.

The 10-year lease period of
the firm running the plant,

Frigorifico Allana, had expired in
2019 but was extended twice.
The slaughterhouse would de-
liver over 4 lakh kg of meat daily.
Kaur said: “The company ini-
tially agreed to continue opera-
tions by following social distanc-
ing norms during the lockdown
but then didn’t come forward.
We will initiate a fresh contract
and, in the meantime, try to
work out an arrangement so the
facility becomes functional.”
The plant runs in three shifts,
of which two are for local con-
sumption and one for export
purposes. There are around
2,000-2,500 people at any given
time inside the slaughterhouse.
A senior official from
Frigorifico Allana said: “At this
time, there is very less demand.
Financial viability should also be
considered as itis a challenge to
work in present conditions,
where business is at its lowest
and exports have been hit.”
“We also expect the livestock
market to be opened,” he said.
Asenior EDMC official said fac-
tors such as low demand and ex-
ports taking a hit would have af-

fected its revenue. The official
added that most animals were
brought from neighbouring
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan, which means encoun-
tering several restrictions: “Unlike
vegetables, it is difficult to control
the movement of animals and en-
sure social-distancing.”

Gulfam Qureshi, president of
the goat and sheep livestock mar-
ket at Ghazipur, said thousands
of people are associated with the
trade, and because the slaughter-
house is closed, it has led to the
buffalo, goat and sheep market to
beclosed. “People who are asso-
ciated with the trade are becom-
ing unemployed ... It is for the
MCD to resolve issues with the
company and open the slaugh-
terhouse,” he said.

EDMC standing committee
head Sandeep Kapoor said, “I re-
cently held a meeting with
traders and have assured them
that a solution will be found
soon to open the market.”

On reopening the slaughter
house, he said it could take some
time as “not many companies
have expertise in this business”.

5 more at NDMC building
test positive for Covid-19

ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

FOUR STAFF members working
onthe sixth floor of the New Delhi
Municipal Council’s (NDMC)
Palika Kendra centre at
Parliament Street have tested
positive for Covid-19.0n the fifth
floor, a senior official, in his late
40s, in the estates department
also tested positive for the virus
on Wednesday. A total of seven
staffers have contracted the virus
so far. A61-year-old doctor work-
ing at the Palika dispensary tested
positive last Friday and a 56-year-
old civil engineer in April.
Among the new cases are a
32-year-old senior accounts as-
sistant, a peon working in the
computer billing section, and
two personal assistants to two
accounts officers. The sixth floor
of the Palika Kendra centre was
sealed Wednesday, with officials
saying it will be sanitised over
the next two days. A decision on
the sealing of the fifth floor will
be taken on Thursday,an NDMC

7 have tested positive so far

spokesperson said.

The peon and the senior ac-
countsassistant tested positive on
Tuesday, and the results of the two
PAs came on Wednesday. The
peoniscurrently inisolationat the
Najafgarh quarantine centre,
while the other three areinhome
quarantine.

Sudhir Singh Bisht, director of
accounts/finance at the NDMC,
said many other staff on the same
floor are showing symptoms such
as fever and cough and have be-
gunworking from home starting
Wednesday: “The staff were

coming to office in batches, so
they were maintaining social dis-
tancing. The ones who were in
close contact with the positive
cases are getting their tests done.”

Nodal medical officer for the
district, Dr Amresh, said seven-
eight people have reported
symptoms: “Most of them will
be tested Thursday.”

The 61-year-old doctor at the
Palika dispensary is in quaran-
tine at her Janpath home.

DrAmresh,alsoadoctoratthe
dispensary, said, “We are scanning
how many patients she has seen
in the last 10 days... and calling
them to see if they are positive.
Most patients are from the office
complex and neighbourhood ar-
eas like Palika market and banks.
People from the MHA office also
come here. As far as people work-
ing in Palika Kendra are con-
cerned, they are all low-risk con-
tactsand had worn protective gear
whilevisiting, Other than patients,
we have traced 14-15 people —in-
cluding the doctor’s co-workers,
peons and safai karamcharis —
and screened them.”

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT

Trichy (Construction and Maintenance) Circle
TENDER NOTICE

T.N.No0.02/2020-21/HDO/Dated : 21.05.2020.

For and on behalf of Governor of Tamil Nadu, Percentage

tender through online only will be received upto
30.06.2020 - 15.00 hours by the Superintending Engineer,
(H) C&M, Trichy Circle, TVS Tollgate, Pudukkottai Road,
Trichy-20 for CRIDP 2020-21 works, (Package No.16 to
22) pertaining Trichy (H) (C&M) Division.

Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD,
availability of tender documents and all other details are
available from 01.06.2020 onwards in the Government
website https://tntenders.gov.in. If any
Changes/Corrections in the tender, it will be published in

the above Government website only.
Superintending Engineer (H)
C&M, Circle, Trichy-20.

DIPR/1917/Tender/2020

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT

Tirunelveli (Construction & Maintenance) Circle

TENDER NOTICE
Tender Notice No. 3 /2020-21 / HDO / Dated 27.05.2020

For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu,
Percentage tender through online only will be received
upto 03.07.2020 at 14.00 hours by the Superintending
Engineer (H), C&M, Tirunelveli Circle for CRIDP
2020-21 Works, (Package No.8 to 20) pertaining
Tenkasi (H) C&M Division.

Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD,
availability of tender documents and all other details are
available from 02.06.2020 onwards in the Government
website https://tntenders.gov.in. If any Changes/
Corrections in the tender, it will be published in the above
Government website only.

Superintending Engineer(H)
C&M, Tirunelveli Circle.

DIPR/1948/TENDER/2020

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT

PROJECTS CIRCLE, CHENNAI-18
TENDER NOTICE

Tender Notice No.01/2020-2021/SD0O, Dated: 27.05.2020

Man
pushed,
run over
by truck

02.07.2020,

DIPR/1962/TENDER/2020

For and on behalf of Governor of Tamil Nadu Item Rate
tender through online only will be received upto
15.00 hours by the Superintending
Engineer (H) Projects Circle, Chennai for One Bridge
work in respect of Chennai (H) Projects Division
Sanctioned in G.O. (Ms.) No.45 / Highways and Minor
Ports (HQ2) Department / dated 24.02.2020 under
Announcement made by Hon’ble Chief Minister
during Budget Demand -2016-2017.

Details of Name of work, approximate value of work, his
EMD, availability of tender document and all other details
are available from 02.06.2020 onwards
Government website https://tntenders.gov.in
Changes / Corrections / Amendments etc. to the tender, it
will be published in the above Government website only.

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (H)
PROJECTS CIRCLE, CHENNAI-18.

New Delhi: A
39-year-old
man has died
after he was al-
legedly mowed
downbyatruck
in West Delhi’s
Punjabi Bagh.
The deceased,
Naveen, was a
vegetable seller
and was with
father,
Hariraj (68),
when the truck
ran over him.
The two
worked at
Azadpur
Mandi. Police
said the inci-

in the
If any

New Delhi

dent occurred
around 5amon
HIGHCW/quNgNTDoEBRR/.\ﬁUVIENT GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU @ TAMIL NADU HOUSING BOARD - MADURAI CIRCLE M_aé/ 2§- They
Tender Notice No. : 03/2020-21 Date : 27.05.2020 said the two
CHENNAI CONSTRUGTION AND MAINTENANCE CIRCLE _ HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT | s mrs i prsusicaion sy supr st n o covrs i e v, || ereon ke
TENDER NOTICE Tlrunelvell (COHStrUCtlon & Malntenance) CIrCIe officeﬁ(:‘;ftheI Sukyperinrt]endding Engir\een;,1 tI)\ll:;\dur-Ia}:]CircI:, Elli§|lrml)agar, Maddurgi-1h6 up(tjo11_.00,z.M (;s on three bikes
Tender Notice No.01/2020-21/HDO/ Dated:22.05.2020 TENDER NOTICE Eifce a1 1:30 AM on the same day i the résence of ihe tenderer o her agent uno choose to be || StoPPed them
. . N : | Thy
For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamil Nadu, .:;e"der :°t'°ebN‘;]' 2|fl 2?2?] 21 Cl; HDO / DatidTZG.olls.ilozg present. ontheroad fhe
. . . s Approximate in nder wvail
Percentage tender through online only will be . or atn 0: : ath of t : Ic?verno: ° " Zm' a ud’ No. Description of Work value e in | 2™ TG | *ota” ||| Naveenabouta
. 1 - tyre repair
received upto 30.06.2020 - 12.00 Noon by the|| || "ereenage fender rough omne only Wit be FeeeVee | I e e o S 7558 | shop.andwh
upto 01.07.2020 at 14.00 hours by the Superintendin icinnagar i pece] swinor | mrostn | etz o tr) | Shop,and when
Superintending Engineer (H), C&M, Chennai Circle for P T ) y P g 2 Proposedgonstructic;nof124Nos. Of TNGRHS Flats (Stit +4, 18.06.2020 Nfiveen said he
Engineer (H) C&M. Tirunelveli Circle for CRIDP 5 Floors) in Vadaveera Naickenpatty Village, Theni District. 2901.60 14,61,000 | 19062020 |5 15100pm|]| didn’t know,
works under CRIDP Scheme 2020-21 (Package No. ’ ’ 3 [Proposed Constructon of 72 Nes. of TNGRHS (8 & C Type: 206220 |} the menstarted
2020-21 Works (Packa e Nod to 7) ertainin 24, C Type-24. D-24) Flats (St + 3, 4,5 Floors) at. Aryalur] 167100 846,000 | 19.06.2020 |upto1.00PM . ith
1 to 22 and 5 Single Works) pertalnlng to Chennai V. dh H, C&M D.g. - ) p g C(z)wn's];ruzfig:;fgf:ilcce-Building(SIiHFirstFIoor)forUchapatti- " ?ﬁilé::ﬁelz\gotn
. - = m Thoppur Satellite Town Division at Thoppur Village and| .06.2020
C|ty Roads Division. Iru unagar( ) Ivision. 4 3,‘;2%%“3;"&;(0‘,1“‘,??{ Hoves (Ground Fioon) ot Genat| 55801 280500 | 1062020 | S aou | quo. Deepak
i 1 nry ion i .iin ilt + Fir: r) for Tirunelvel .06.. PUrOhit, DCP
Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD, Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD, ® oot et e e | azsse | 2zzom | romam [ SRR | est)” said.
. - . H HH H 6 Construction of Office Building (Stilt + First Floor) for Trichy| 853.90 4,37,000 19.06.2020 18.06.2020 @
availability of tender documents and all other details availability of tender documents and all other details are HousingUni K Nager, Trery District v wiorooem| || “When Naveen
available from 01.06.2020 onwards in the Government || || Fonsimans oo, "] zr2s0 [ aroo | toamam [ 05508, || Was pushed to-
. . . . - ousing Unit at , Thanjavur District. i} T o up to 1.00 P.
WI” be avallable from 29'052020 onwards In the we b S | te h tt p S: Ilt nte n d ers g oV | n |f an y Time for receipt and opening of tender on due date up to 11.00 AM & 11.30 AM respectively. Cost ;Va[‘dzlt)fézl('ﬁ?%
H . H . - - - of Tender Schedule (Non refundable) is Rs.15,750/- (including Tax). Further particulars and tender
Government website https'lltntenders'gov'ln' If any Changes/Corrections in the tender. it will be published in documents can be had from the foice of the Supgrintending Engineer, Madurai Circle, Fkarammed
Changes/ Corrections in the tender, itwill be published g ’ P Sl Ml 10, o ydersnedeoones e o sen e oy r ol v enr into him-
. . i ! ) : olice  sai
inthe above Government website Only. the above Government website Only . . from the web site www.tenders.tn.gov.in at free of cost the three men
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (H), Supermte_ndmg En_gln_eel'(H) Tar_nil Nadu Housin_g Board, Mac!urai Circle, Superintendipg_Engineer, and the driver
DIPR/1926/TENDER/2020 C&M, CHENNAI CIRCLE DIPR/1947/TENDER/2020 C&M, Tirunelveli Circle. Elisnagar, Viadural - 16. Phone : 0452 - 2600901 Madurai Circle are on the run.
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THE SAMARITANS

Helping the vulnerable in the Covid-19 Era

Aninitiativeby R E D

Championing the cause with efficacy

Working with the government, the NGO sector has been tirelessly contributing to alleviate stress created
by COVID-19 pandemic by providing relief services to marginalised section of our society

W ABHISHEK PATHAK

ITH COVID-19 cases mounting in
the country, the NGO sector has
been relentlessly engaged in pro-

viding relief services to the impoverished
section of our society. The problems are
many as there’s no industry or sector that is
currently unaffected from the gravity of this
lethal pandemic. From agriculture to
tourism, from aviation to manufacturing,
from retail to e-commerce, the whole spec-
trum of our economic activities seems sus-
pended in the wake of the pandemic. In such
a scenario, though the government has
launched a massive rescue effort for the In-
dian Inc., the onus is nonetheless on the
NGO sector to reach out the poorest of poor
through their expansive network.

This unprecedented crisis has hit almost
every organisation in the country, either di-

rectly or indirectly, generating a wave of
panic and fear among workers and daily
wage population. Much of the mitigation ef-
forts required to minimise the effects of the
pandemic hinges on the participation of the
NGO sector. For them, preparedness is the
key, meaning managing and minimising the
financial implications of the crisis on their
relief activities, taking stock of the situation
and being realistic, and safeguarding the
well-being of their staff, volunteers, donors,
community and other stakeholders involved.

NGOs share a deep connect with spatial
and sector issues and are fully aware of the
magnitude of the crisis. Their response and
commitment to the cause is heart-warming.
The NGO sector has been actively engaged in
providing relief in manifold manners, includ-
ing setting up community kitchens, creating
awareness about prevention and physical
distancing, providing shelter to the home-

less and the daily wage workers, supporting
government efforts in setting up health
camps and in deputing volunteers to deliver
services to the elderly, persons with disabili-
ties, children and others. Realising communi-
cation gap due to language problems
among the masses, many NGOs developed
communication strategies in different ver-
naculars to spread awareness down to the
community level. This outstanding approach
to the crisis has been very well-received in
COVID-19 response management.

The work of the NGO sector is quite varied
currently, given the circumstances. While
some NGOs are directly working with bene-
ficiaries, the others are working alongside
government departments that are engaged
in relief work, including distribution of dry
rations and cooked food. In this regard,
around 55 NGOs have partnered with the
government to supply prepared food and

food/dry rations in Bengaluru and its periph-
ery alone.

Among other relief material that are being
provided by the NGOs include, bed sheets
and pillow covers, insulins, biscuit packets,
sanitisers, soaps, N-95 masks, 3-ply masks,
strips of peridol tablets, thermometers, air
beds, wheel chairs, X ray viewer box, PPE
kits, spectacles and hand gloves among
many others.

It is thus evident that managing the im-
pacts of this pandemic is a mammoth task
for every stakeholder involved, whether gov-
ernment, NGO sector or private players,
everyone from every field has to step in to
help the society face its worst ever crisis to-
gether. However, the NGO sector has to take
stock of their financial situation and create
ample opportunities to raise funds in con-
tinuing their relief activities to support the
marginalised society efficiently.

THE coronavirus is posing a serious never-
before challenge for the lives and livelihoods
of millions of people. There are millions of
people who are unable to protect them-
selves. So as a matter of basic human solidar-
ity, this is the moment to step up for the vul-
nerable. A crucial time to fight against the
virus.

As responsible corporate citizens of the
nation, Ajanta Pharma and Samta Founda-
tion extend their support to fight this COVID-
19 pandemic by distributing 2.5 lakh meals
(8,000 per day), ration bags who are im-
pacted amid the severe lockdown.

We have donated two swap collection

booths at Nair Hospital and Cooper Hospital.

Aligned with the health department and
local Governing bodies and provided medical
equipment such as PPE Kits, gloves, eyewear,
and sanitizers to doctors, nurses, and Mumbai
Municipal Corp staff.

Moreover, Rs 2 Cr has been contributed to
Prime minister CARES fund and Rs 4 cr spent
for Govt of Maharashtra. Employees of
Ajanta Pharma Contributed their ONE day
salary thereby adding Rs 1 cr to the contribu-
tion.

Our priority is to help the poor and strug-
gling people who rely on humanitarian assis-
tance hence we have deployed all our ener-

gies and commitment of funds for mentioned
activities.

Samta Foundation Creating changes
where it matters most. Its forays into the
fields of health care, cataract care, and educa-
tion and works towards Prisoners' Transfor-
mation and many other Community Services.
Making rural and tribal communities healthy,
literate, and self-reliant and working with
prisoners to improve their quality of life.

PURUSHOTTAM AGRAWAL

Founder of Ajanta Pharma and Samta Group
And Hon. Consul of Zimbabwe in Mumbai
and Principal Trustee of Samta Foundation.

Appreciation message
for Indian NGOs

THE war against COVID-19 has been relentlessly
fought throughout each of the 29 states of In-
dia; with tireless support from the central
government. As elsewhere in the world,
the pandemic continues to inflict agony
and despair; with over five and half mil-
lion people succumbing to its death
globally. India too is counting the cost
of the scourge with 83,000 actively in-
fectious cases to-date; and over 4,300 of
its citizens killed by the virus. Apart from
governments, many institutions and officials
have been hailed for the heroic effort that they
have put into the saving lives in this vast country. In appreciation of all
those who have been at the frontlines of corona, it is fitting to acknowledge
the critical role played by India’s non-governmental organisations.

NGOs in India have stood shoulder to shoulder with government at the
frontline of this grim battle. They have opened up shelters, fed people, made
and donated masks, provided relief and advice during lockdown; and done
many more things besides. In this way they put that gentle human touch to
relieve the suffering of India.

HER EXCELLENCY MS. GRACE AKELLO
High Commissioner of Uganda to New Delhi

VISION without action is just a dream, ac-
tion without vision just passes the time,
and vision with action can change the
world.” This quote by Nelson Mandela
is very relevant to current times and in
line with our vision of playing critical
role in making this world a better place
for every human being. We believe en-
trepreneurs and corporates should use
their business position, knowledge and re-
sources for something more than their bot-
tom line. Blue Aves E-Health Foundation's mis-
sion is to create a network of individuals and progressive organisations
through public dialogue to bring about social change in the areas of pre-
ventive healthcare and make accessible quality preventive health care to
marginalised segment of our society. We believe that early detection and
prevention of non-communicable diseases is the only way to keep society
healthy, productive and prosperous.

HARPINDER PAL, CEO, Blue Aves E-Health Foundation

INTERVIEW | Sony Thomas, Group Director
Resource Mobilisation, World Vision India

Wworld Vision i

‘Imperative to rework strategies, reintegrate A

programmes in COVID-19 context’

Together for children. For change. For life.

What are the challenges in re-
sponding to the pandemic of
COVID-19?

World Vision India has been working in
the country for almost 6 decades and has
been responding to many humanitarian
disasters. The COVID-19 pandemic is a
public health disaster, which requires a
unique response while coping with re-
strictions on travel, lockdown require-
ments and health concerns. COVID 19
disrupted the supply chains, which dis-
turbed our procurement of relief materi-
als. In all the disasters, World Vision In-
dia is usually the first responder
however, in the case of COVID-19 ,
ground realities hampered our immedi-
ate response.

How are corporates and NGOs
joining hands in the fight against
CoVID-19?

Most of the corporates have stepped in to
support the nationwide COVID-19 re-
sponse. Either they have donated to PM
CARES Fund, chief ministers' relief funds
or relief agencies. The Corporates with
whom we are already collaborating have
requested us to prioritize regular CSR
funding to Covid19 response.

How has COVID-19 affected fund-
ing to NGOs?

We understand that COVID-19 will have a
massive impact on businesses and com-

panies. Companies will not be able to
generate profits like previous years.
Therefore, we expect significant reduc-
tion in CSR budgets. So, funding for
NGOs will also see a down trend.

Has COVID-19 affected World Vi-
sion India's funding?

Covid-19 has taken a huge hit on the
global economy and has impacted some
of our corporate sponsors who fall under
sectors like travel and tourism, automo-
bile industry, freight and logistics, con-
struction and real estate and consumer
retail and many more. Several companies
have already started to retrench staff
and are going in for pay cuts to remain
afloat. All this is certainly going to affect
individual and corporate giving. We may

see uncertainties in commitments to the
NGO sector in the fiscal year. Many of our
institutional donors may now pay in ar-
rears and only after long delays and au-
dits. So it is imperative for us to rework
strategies and reintegrate our programs
in the COVID-19 context.

From World Vision India's experi-
ence, what is the best way of sus-
tainable giving ?

The best way of sustainable giving for
every individual is to sponsor a child,
which will cost Rs. 26 a day or Rs 800 per
month. This giving will help a vulnerable
child through our sustainable develop-
ment interventions that we do in our
communities through our sponsorship
programs. We are happy to say that thou-
sands of World Vision India sponsors
have helped to bring a difference in the
lives of children, and we want to see
growth in this type of giving.

How is World Vision India respond-
ing to cyclone Amphan?

Cyclone Amphan has brought massive
destruction to homes and livelihoods in
many of the locations where we work.
Together with partner organisations,
World Vision India is rapidly assessing
the situation on ground and is preparing
a swift emergency assistance to support
the communities we serve in West Bengal
and Orissa.

A DOUBLE CRISIS

HAS AFFECTED THOUSANDS OF FAMILIES!

CYCLONE AMPHAN + COVID-19

YOU CAN HELP

Thousands of children and their families
in parts of West Bengal and Odisha are
facing the devastation of Cyclone
Amphan on top of the COVID-19
pandemic — A double crisis! Tens of
thousands evacuated to cyclone shelters,
houses destroyed, livelihoods lost, and
children and families continue to struggle
for proper food. Social distancing and
hygiene practices are understandably
extremely challenging to enforce, putting
people at a greater risk of contracting
the deadly coronavirus.

World Vision India is already on the
ground responding to the COVID-19
pandemic and is ready to respond to
children and families affected by Cyclone
Amphan too. But we need your help!

¥ 8

DRY RATION SHELTER

o

AGRICULTURE
SYSTEMS

LIVELIHOOD
SUPPORT

RUSH YOUR SUPPORT NOW

— worldvision.in/togetherwithchildren —
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UPI -WVI@SC

WORLD VISION INDIA IS ACTIVELY ENGAGED ACROSS OUR AREAS OF OPERATION,
PROVIDING RELIEF ASSISTANCE TO THOSE AFFECTED BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.
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THE OUTBREAK sosormmon

CHANDIGARH: 11.30 AM

Prabhu (37), a construction worker from UP’s Gorakhpur, waits
to return home with his family, in Chandigarh. jasbir Malhi

Migrant workers from UP on their way to Kalupur railway
station in Ahmedabad on Wednesday. Javed Raja

ON THE MOVE

Kalingwati (30), along with her children and husband Birender (30), reached Guru Nanak Dev stadium in Ludhiana on
abus from Amritsar to board a special train on Wednesday. Birender, who is from UP’s Ambedkar Nagar, lost his job as
apainter in Amritsar where he used to earn around Rs 350 a day. Gurmeet Singh

LUCKNOW:3PM

Aspecial train at the Charbagh railway station in Lucknow

on Wednesday. Vishal Srivastav

Versha Dawadi and Dev Pradhan from Nepal settled in Delhi.
Out of work, they want to return home via Bihar. Abhinav Saha

Mamata slams Rlys,

its ‘politics’ of sending
Shramik trains without
informing state govt

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR,
SANTANU CHOWDHURY &
VISHWAS WAGHMODE
NEW DELHI, KOLKATA,
MUMBAI, MAY 27

EVEN AS the Centre has been
gunning for the Maharashtra
government over the state’s al-
leged inability to bring more mi-
grant workers to board Shramik
Special trains from Mumbai, the
West Bengal government
jumped into the fray on
Wednesday and took on the
Centre for sending trains to the
state supposedly without keep-
ing them in the loop.

West Bengal CM Mamata
Banerjee alleged that the Railways
on its own was sending 36
Shramik trains from Maharashtra,
and her government had notbeen
informed aboutit. She alleged that
even the Maharashtra govern-
ment had been informed about
the trains late.

Urging the Prime Minister to
intervene, she said, “They
(Railways) are acting according
to their whims and fancies. I ap-
peal to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to look seriously into the
situation to stop spread of the in-
fection.Irequest the PM and the
Union Home Minister to look
into the matter and intervene.”

“Due to Cyclone Amphan, the
West Bengal government had re-
quested Maharashtratosend only

two trains a day. We had de-
manded48 trains until May 30 but
they scheduled 43 on a single day
for West Bengal. This was done de-
liberately so that migrants should
notgo home and the Maharashtra
government is blamed for it,”
Maharashtra Transport Minister
Anil Parab told the media.

“l don’t know why the
Railways Ministry has done this.
How will I screen 2 lakh mi-
grants,” she asked. “It seems pol-
itics has overtaken everything.
Aml tofight the cyclone and coro-
navirus, or politics? We had given
alistand a schedule for (Shramik)
trains but were suddenly told yes-
terday that 36 trains are now leav-
ing for Bengal. Maharashtra said
even they had noidea about it.”

Railways sources at various
locations confirmed to The
Indian Express that the number
quoted by Banerjee was not off
the mark. “We are running the
trains at the behest of the send-
ing states. As per new MHA
guidelines, we are informing
destination states and not seek-
ing permission. In the case of
West Bengal too, it was done,” a
senior official said.

The Railways Ministry did not
respond on the matter,and min-
ister Piyush Goyal, engaged in a
war of words with the Uddhav
Thackeray government for the
past few days, remained silent as
well. FULL REPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

SC to hear Cong leader’s plea
on migrant worker issue

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Wednesday agreed to hearanap-
plication filed by Congress
spokesperson Randeep Singh
Surjewalaon the plight of migrant
workers stranded due to the lock-

down, or travelling back home.
The application, filed
through Advocate  Sunil
Fernandes, will be heard along
with the main matter on the is-
sue on Thursday. ENS

SDEATHSINUP, 4 INBIHAR; 1DEAD DAY AFTER FALLING ILL

On way home, nine dead in

Shramik Specialsin 48

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR,
SANTOSH SINGH & ASAD
REHMAN

NEW DELHI, PATNA,
LUCKNOW, MAY 27

AT LEAST nine passengers on
board Shramik Special trains to
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar were
found dead in the last48 hours, of-
ficials and relatives of the de-
ceased said on Wednesday.

Five people died during their
journey home to UP, and four died
onway to Bihar.

A tenth person, Shobhan
Kumar, 28, from Janakpur in
Nepal, who had reached UP’s
Ballia on a Madgaon-Darbangha
train Tuesday evening and was
admitted to the district hospital
afterfallingill during journey, died
on Wednesday, Additional SP,
Ballia, Sanjay Yadav said.

Railways officials said many of
them were patients returning
home after treatment.

On Wednesday, a seconds-
long clip showinga toddler trying
towake her mother ona platform
in Bihar’s Muzaffarpur station
went viral on social media, invit-
ingoutrage at the plight of passen-
gers in Shramik Specials. The clip
showed the child trying to pull the
sheet off her mother’s body in a
bid to wake her up.

His mother, Arvina Khatoon,
26,had died onatrainback home.

Khatoon, a resident of Katihar,
had boarded the train from
Ahmedabad on May 23 with her
two sons aged three and one, and
was accompanied by her brother-
in-law Mohammad Wazir and
sister.

Although Arvina had no pre-
vious illness, she was anaemic,
Wazir said. “We were about to
reach Chhapra when she fainted.
We sprinkled water on her face,
but she died as we crossed

hrs

Arailway official provides drinking water to migrants, at a railway station in Jabalpur. P11

Chhapra. We got off at
Muzaffarpur. As there was no
stretcher available, I carried
Arvina’s body and kept it on plat-
form,” he said. He said there was
no food orwater shortage ontrain,
—“she died all of a sudden...”

Another passenger from Bihar
— Uresh Khatun from Katihar —
reportedly died in her sleep on a
Surat-Purnia train. The body was
deboarded at Mansi, Bihar.

A third death was reported at
Bihar’s Danapur. Body of Basisth
Mahato, 70, was taken out of the
Mumbai-Darbhanga Shramik
Special. Aheart patient, he wasre-
turning with family after treat-
ment in Mumbai, officials said.

Two men were found dead in
a train from Mumbai that pulled
into Varanasi's Manduadih station
at 8.20 am on Wednesday.
According to Government
Railway Police (GRP) in Varanasi,
the two have been identified as
Dasarath Prajapati, 30, from
Jaunpur, and Ramratan

Face shields to oximeter checks:
Bengaluru salons get new protocol a catch - brmg your own towel

AMRITADUTTA
BENGALURU, MAY 27

“IT'SFUNNY but I sometimes feel
like I am doctor doing a proce-
dure,” Amey L said with a laugh.
A manager and stylist at a B-
Blunt salon in Bengaluru, Amey
resumed work about four days
ago and has adapted to the new
normal.

She always wears a mask, a
shoe cover, a head cover and a
cape while in the salon — other
thanthe mask, all of those are dis-
posed of after every dealing with
acustomer.

Before the start of a service,
whether a haircut or waxing, a
face shield is clicked on, which is
sanitised right after. “Our cus-
tomers are happy we are taking
this much care. But we are alsodo-
ing this for our own safety,” said
Amey.

From face shields to shoe cov-

Asalon in Bengaluru. Express

ers, temperature checks to oxime-
ter assessments, a temporary halt
on facials and manicures toacom-
pulsory hairwash before a haircut
—salonsinBengaluruare putting
in place a new post-lockdown
protocol to draw back customers.

Amey and other staffin the sa-
lon have been split into a shift of

15 members each to avoid “cross-
contamination,” said Gauri Spratt,
partner and director, B-Blunt.
“Once they enter, they change into
afreshsetof clothes and footwear
that they wear only in the salon.
After every service, all the equip-
ment used is sterilised and disin-
fected, asare the workstations. We
stagger the appointments so that
we have time for this,” said Spratt.
Facials, manicures, threading of
eyebrows and lips have been dis-
continued.

At the YLG chain of salons in
the city, once a customer walks in,
she is checked for both tempera-
ture and oxygen levels. “We use
oximeters to check oxygen levels,
which have tobe above 92%,” said
Vaijayanthi ~ Balachandran,
spokesperson.

“Every customer has to fill a
self-declaration form that asks
them their travel history, whether
they have acold or coughorifthey
have been exposed to the virus.

We encourage an Aarogya Setu
app compliance,” she added.

The staff in some salons are
being nudged to come in personal
vehicles and avoid public trans-
port. There are also new rules that
demand social distancing at all
times inside the salon.

While salonchainsareinabet-
ter position to follow such proto-
cols, even single-person-run bar-
bershops are doing their best. “I
am quite scared about getting in-
fected,” said Raju, who runs abar-
bershop in north Bengaluru. He
opened forbusinessaweekagoaf-
ter two months of zero earnings.
While he does not have thermal
guns to check the temperature of
customers who comein, heinsists
they wear a mask, and sanitise
their hands. “If I feel doubtful that
they have fever or if they are ill, [
send them back,” he said.

He does only haircuts for now.
“lam not doing any shaves or fa-
cials for now. It is too risky.”

OpPeENING Up

Raghunath, 55, from Azamgarh.

Prajapati was physically chal-
lenged, the police said. Railways
officials said he suffered from kid-
ney ailments,and Raghunath was
“battling many illnesses”.

Bhushan Singh, 58, of Saran,
Bihar, was found dead in a train
that reached Ballia from Surat, SP
Devendra Nath said.

Two people were found dead
when a Jhansi-Gorakhpur train
reached Kanpur on Wednesday.
Officials said one of the them was
identified as Ram Awadh
Chauhan(45); identity of the sec-
ond personis not established yet.

Railways sources said trains to
both Biharand UP had meal serv-
iceonroute.

Inanother case, afour-year-old
boy, Mohammed Irshaad, died on
Monday reportedly because of
heat and hunger during the 39-
hour journey from Delhi to
Muzaffarpur. WITHPTIINPUTS

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

On way to station,
Odisha man falls
ill, dies in hospital

Surat: A 32-year-old
worker from Odisha died
at a hospital in Surat on
Tuesday, hours after he
fell unconscious in a bus
that was carrying migrant
workers to the city rail-
way station to catch a
train to Odisha. The de-
ceased was identified as
Sillu Jena, a native of
Odisha's Ganjam district.
He was working ata pow-
erloom factory in Surat’s
Pandesara for the last
nearly 10 years, officials
said. His postmortem re-
port is awaited and doc-
tors said he might have
got a heat stroke, police
said. ENS

HC seeks Centre’s
assurance on Shramik
trains after May 31

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, MAY 27

THE KARNATAKA High Court has
sought an assurance from the
Government of India on continu-
ance of Shramik Special trains be-
yond May 31 on account of hun-
dreds of migrants still waiting to
be transported to their homes.

The court has also sought de-
tails of arrangement being made
to provide food to migrants on
theirlong train journeys to homes
innorth India.

A division bench comprising
Chief Justice Abhay Sreenivas Oka
and Justice BV Nagarathna sought
a categorical assurance by the
Union government after state and
central authorities indicated that
the train services for migrants
may continue beyond May 31.

“It will be appropriate if the
Central government places on
record its assurance that even af-
ter 31st May 2020, if request
comes from the state government
for arranging Shramik special
trains from state of Karnataka, the

same will be favourably consid-
ered by the railways," the bench
said while hearing a PIL on the
plight of migrant workers
stranded in Karnataka.

Inahearingon Tuesday on the
issue of migrants, Karnataka Chief
Secretary T M Vijay Bhaskar and
other senior officials appeared
throughvideo conferencing to ex-
plain the state's policy on bearing
the cost of travel of migrants on
Shramik Special trains.

“The Chief Secretary stated
that a decision has been taken by
the state government to bear the
train fare and bus fare of migrant
workers who wish to travel back
to their respective states. He states
thatit will apply to those migrant
workers who will travel up toand
inclusive of 31st May, 2020," the
high court observed following the
video conference hearing.

The high court has sought de-
tails of all migrants who have
sought to return home. “It will be
appropriate if both the State
Government and Central
Government place on record the
details of the arrangements...”

CASE COUNT: THE CHANGING PICTURE

A look at how Covid-19 case counts in states
are changing as migrants return home
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Salons in Nanded reopen but with

SRINATHRAO
NANDED, MAY 27

HAIR SALONS and spas re-
opened over the weekend in
Maharashtra’s Nanded district,
but with a catch — bring your
own towel if you want a haircut.
Guidelinesissued by Nanded
Collector Vipin Itankar include
wearing face masks, booking
prior appointments, sterilising
and sanitising scissors, combs
and brushes before and after use
and maintaining a distance of
three feet between customers.
At Ankush Men'’s Parlour in
Vazirabad, proprietor Ankush
Waghmare spent all of Saturday
evening sanitising his premises
before opening the next morning.
Representatives of the district’s
Nabhik community, who run
more than 350 hair salons in the
city, had petitioned the Collector
several times since the lockdown

Guidelines include booking
prior appointments

was eased, before finally being
granted permission to open.
Inline with other commercial
and business activities resuming
inorange districts, getting a hair-
cut also comes with conditions
inNanded. “We do notletanyone
enter if he isn't wearing a mask. If
a customer hasn’t brought a
towel along, we tell him to either

New Delhi

go home and bring one or buy
one,” said Waghmare. The salon
next to Waghmare’s has been
selling large napkins for Rs 10
each to customers who walk in
without one.

Ganesh Bahadure, who runs
apharmacy nextdoor and is one
of Waghmare’s oldest clients, is
among those who brought his
own towel. “I have been coming
here for 18 years but feel safer us-
ing my own towel,” he said.

Salons have invested heavily
to purchase large quantities of
disinfectant and sanitiser. Their
newest tools are plastic gloves,
mask and extra plastic spray can-
isters filled with sanitiser. Before
ahaircut, Waghmare and his col-
leagues sanitise the chair’s cush-
ion, backrests, armrests, their
hands, scissors, combs, brushes
and the customer’s hands.

Business has been slow.
Waghmare said customers are
afraid to visit salons. “People be-

came very scared after watching
news last month of a barber who
had unknowingly infected his
customers in Bhopal. Before the
lockdown, we never had time to
rest,” said Waghmare.

AtVinay Men’s Parlour down
the road, owner Anil
Sanjeevanikar has spent the last
three days “repairing haircuts”.
“Lots of men have grown so irri-
tated with hair growing over
their faces in the last two months
that they have cut off the fringe
clumsily. That has spoiled their
whole look. Some men come
with uneven lengths,” he said.

“Iam down from 10-15 cus-
tomers a day before the lock-
down to 2-3 now," he said.

Ordered by the districtadmin-
istration to enforce the presence
of nomore than four customers at
a time, salons have started to cut
down on all forms of entertain-
ment that made them a social
clubhouse before the lockdown.
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HISTORICAL LINKS

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister S Jaishankar, who has beenin the
thick of managing diplomatic channels following the India-
Chinatension along the border, took the time on Wednesday to
applaud an archaeological find in a conservation project in
Vietnam. A 9th-century monolithic sandstone Shiv Linga was
found in the ongoing project at Cham Temple Complex, My Son.
The Archaeological Survey of India foundit, and it was part of the
Indian government’s development partnership projectin that
country. Jaishankar had visited the temple complex in 2011.

FAST FILES

ONLINE PUusH

FROM MAKING short video clips of top leaders -- including
party chief Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and others - to lining
up live interactions, preparing interviews of migrant workers
and others affected by the lockdown, the Congress’s social me-
dia department is going all out to make the party’s first online
campaign, ‘Speak Up India’, a success. This will be the
Congress’s first organised campaign since the imposition of
lockdown. The party has mapped workers up to booth level
and directed them to post content on Facebook and Twitter
on Thursday demanding free travel for migrants, direct cash
transfer of Rs 10,000 to India’s poorest families and relief and
financial assistance to MSMEs. The party believes 80 per cent
of its workers have Facebook accounts.

THE SUPREME Court’s hearing of cases via video-conferenc-
ing has not been without amusing moments. On Tuesday,
Justice D Y Chandrachud was seen conducting proceedings
using aniPad, while other judges on the bench were handling
paper files. During the hearing, Justice Chandrachud, who also
heads the Supreme Court’s e-committee, quipped,
“Brothers... your files are moving faster than files on my de-
vice. Manual transfer looks quicker than electronic form.”

Punjab chief secy apologises
to ministers in cabinet meet

KANCHAN VASDEV
CHANDIGARH, MAY 27

THE 18-DAY stand-off between
Punjab Chief Secretary Karan
Avtar Singh and Cabinet ministers
ended Wednesday with the Chief
Secretary apologising to the min-
isters and the latter accepting the
apology at a Cabinet meeting
specifically called for this.

The development came a day
after Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh hosted Finance Minister
Manpreet Singh Badal and Tech-
nical Education Minister Charan-
jeet Singh Channi foralunch meet
aimed at thawing the tension be-

NIZAMUDDIN MARKAZ

tween the ministers and the top
bureaucrat. Before this, he had
hosted Cabinet Minister Sukhyji-
nder Singh Randhawa, state Cong-
ress chief Sunil Jakhar and three
MLAs to discuss the same issue.

The Chief Secretary apologised
to the ministers. Manpreet Badal
and Channi accepted the apology.
Later, the Chief Minister is learnt
to have said the issue now stands
resolved. Manpreet Badal was the
first one to walk out on the Chief
Secretary duringa meeting on ex-
cise, accusing him of impudence
and misbehaviour. Later, the
Cabinet had decided to boycott
any meeting where the Chief
Secretary was present.

SC asks PCI on action against
‘communalisation’ by media

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

THE SUPREME Court on Wedn-
esday sought to know whether
the Press Council of India (PCI) has
initiated any action onallegations
that certain sections of print and
electronic media had commu-
nalised the Nizamuddin Markaz
issue involving members of
Tablighi Jamaat.

In a separate matter, the top
court also asked the Centre to re-
spond to a plea seeking a probe
into the circumstances leading to
the holding of the Tablighi Jamaat

CBSE to let students
appear for boards
from current location

New Delhi: The CBSE has decided
to allow students, who are not
present in the same area as their
school during the lockdown, to
write their remaining board ex-
ams from their current location.
After the board’s exams for
Class X and XII were paused in
March as a precaution against the
spread of coronavirus, CBSE has
decided to conduct exams for 29
remaining papers between July 1
and 15. The board has now an-
nounced thatit has decided toshi-
ft exam centres to districts where
the students are presently located
and said it will issue a notification
inthefirstweekofJune. ~ ENS

conventionin Nizamuddininthe
national capitalin March this year.
A bench headed by Chief
Justice S A Bobde was hearing a
plea by Jamiat-Ulama-I-Hind
whichalleged that the convention
was being reported in suchaman-
ner as to spread communal ha-
tred. At the previous hearing, the
court had said it “will not gag the
press” and asked the petitioner to
implead PCL. On Wednesday, the
courtissued notice to the respon-
dents including the Centre, with
the (Jlobserving “don’t let people
instigate law and order issues...
These are the things that later be-
come law and order issues”.

THE FLYING BULLETS

The Indian Air Force on Wednesday operationalised its no. 18 Squadron, the Flying Bullets, at Sulur near Coimbatore. The
squadron is equipped with the fourth generation Mk1 Light Combat Aircraft Tejas, manufactured by HAL. In his address, the
Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal R K S Bhadauria, urged the industry to work together to fulfill the requirements of IAF. P11

‘OFB and Defence PSUs
have made 15 lakh masks, 1.2
lakh litres of hand sanitisers’

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman recently announced
reforms for the defence industry
as part of the government’s
package for a self-reliant India.
RAJ KUMAR, Defence Product-
ion Secretary, speaks to KRISHN
KAUSHIK about how the pro-
posed policy changes could af-
fect production of defence
equipment in India, and about
the role played by Ordnance
Factory Board (OFB)and Defence
Public Sector Units (DPSU) in the
fight against Covid-19.

DPSUs, DRDO and OFB have
been involved to assist in the
fight against Covid-19. How
many PPEs have been
manufactured and handed
over? Which companies are
helping DPSUs make
ventilators?

OFB and DPSUs have manu-
factured 15,09,000 masks, of
which 1,074,668 have been hand-
ed over. They have produced
1,27,350 litres of hand sanitisers
and 1,08,935 litres has been
handed over. Similarly, of the
44,625 coveralls manufactured by
them, 39,167 have been delivered.

Beyond these, the OFB and
DPSUs have manufactured 340
tentsand 240 have been given out.
They have manufactured 10,833
bed linens, handing over 5,353 of
them. They have produced and
delivered 80 face shields and 400
blanket covers.

DPSUs are also making venti-
lators,and are being helped by pri-
vate companies. Skanray Techno-
logies, Mysore and Nice Neotech
are helping Bharat Electronics
Limited (BEL),and Nocca Robotics
Limited is helping Bharat Dyna-
mics Limited. BEL will supply
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30,000 ventilators by July 2020.
Additionally, OFB has repaired
67 ventilators and handed them
to the Telangana government.

Whatis the likely impact of
budget cuts due to the
pandemic on the defence
production industry?
Asondate there is no budget
cut of the Ministry of Defence.
However, there has been some
restriction on expenditure dur-
ing the first quarter of 2020-21.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said there would
be alist of equipment and
platforms that will not be
allowed to be imported. Do
you think the country has
enough domestic players to
fulfil the forces’ demands and

match the quality required?
India’s defence and aerospace
industry, with the help of DRDO
and in-house R&D, has gradually
come of age and is capable of
manufacturing certain family of
platforms and equipment such
as arange of field guns, missiles,
radars. The Department of
Military Affairs has been re-
quested to look into all such in-
digenously manufactured range
of platforms/ equipment of
which a negative list could be
prepared so that our forces may
not have to depend on these im-
ported items, without compro-
mising the security of our nation.

The Army has continuously
raised the issue of sub-par
quality products produced by
OFB that is leading to a higher
number of accidents. Has the
Army or other services raised
any issue with the ministry?
What is the government
doing to ensure that OFB
products match the quality
demanded?

The government is keeping
track on “Transformation of
Ammunition and Explosive
Manufacturing in Ordnance
Factories”. In this regard, the OFB
has developed a Customer
Complaint Monitoring System,
where factories resolve com-
plaints of the user units and res-
olutionis certified by QAG (anin-
dependent Quality Audit Group).
A special drive was initiated by
OFB to resolve long-pending
complaints and take measures
to avoid them in future, which
helped reduction of pendency of
complaints to a great extent.

FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

Army chief,
commanders
review security

situation in
Ladakh, Kashmir

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

ARMY CHIEF General M M
Naravane and his commanders
were presented Wednesday an
operational review of the situa-
tion on the ground in eastern
Ladakh where tensions have es-
calated between Indian and
Chinese troops along the Line of
Actual Control.

The presentation, sources said,
included not just the situation in
Ladakh, but also operational chal-
lenges in other parts of the coun-
try including Kashmir.

The Army commanders are
meeting in New Delhi until May
29 for the first phase of their bian-
nual conference — they will meet
again towards the end of June to
discuss emerging security issues.

Northern Army Commander
Lt General Y K Joshi is also partic-
ipating in the conference. Until
October last year, Joshi was head-
ing the XIV Corps — Fire and Fury
Corps — which is responsible for
eastern Ladakh.

While there have been contin-
ued incidents of ceasefire viola-
tions and infiltration attempts on
the Line of Control with Pakistan,
the Line of Actual Control with
Chinaineastern Ladakh hasbeen
unusually active this summer.

Indian and Chinese troops
came to blows on the banks of the
Pangong Tso on May 5-6 and mat-
ters came toahead when Chinese
incursions into Indian territory
were detected at three locations
along the LAC.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singhis likely to address the Army
commandersin the second phase
of the conference in June.

1,529 frontline BMC workers infected, 25 dead

LAXMAN SINGH
MUMBAI, MAY 27

OVER 1,500 frontline Brihan-
mumbai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) workers are infected with
Covid-19and 25 have succumbed
to the virus so far, Municipal
Commissioner Igbal Singh Chahal
has said. Thisis the first time since
the Covid-19 outbreak that the
civic administration has officially
come out with the number of
BMC frontline workers who have
either beeninfected or have died.

Speaking to the media on
Tuesday, Chahal added, “Despite
large number of frontline civic
staffers getting infected, I am
proud to say that they are work-

=kl

For two months, employees’ unions were demanding that
BMC come clean on how many civic staffers were infected. File

ing tirelessly in such an adverse
situation.”

The most recent casualty was
a 56-year-old fireman posted at
Gowalia Tank Fire Station on Grant

Road, who died Sunday evening.

For the past two months, mu-
nicipal employees’ unions have
been demanding that BMC come
clean on how many civic staffers

Oxford University continues HCQ trial

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

HYDROXYCHLOROQUINE MAY
have been temporarily knocked
off the multi-country Solidarity
Trial by WHO, but will continue to
be tested on patients of Novel
Coronavirus Disease (Covid-19)in
the United Kingdom. Recruitment
will continue for the HCQ arm of
RECOVERY Trial being carried out
by the University of Oxford.

The RECOVERY trial is cur-
rently the largest randomised
controlled trial of HCQ for Covid-
19. Prof Peter Horby, professor of
Emerging Infectious Diseases and
Global Health in the Nuffield

Department of Medicine, Univer-
sity of Oxford, said in a statement,
“The WHO decision to temporar-
ily suspend hydroxychloroquine
in their trial is based on data from
astudy that haslooked at routinely
collected data from hospitalised
patients,and whichreportsanin-
creased risk of death in patients
who were given hydroxychloro-
quine. However, these types of
studies aredifficult tointerpret be-
cause the decision to give the drug
will be based on the severity of dis-
easeinthe patient. It'sabit like giv-
ingdiabetic drugs todiabetics: the
drugdoesn’t cause the disease, you
are given the drug because of the
disease. The authors have tried to
control for this “indication bias”in

thestudybutitis veryhard todoit
fully.”

Horby added: “In response to
that paper welooked very carefully
at our data over the weekend, to
make sure we are not putting pa-
tients at risk. Since RECOVERY pa-
tientsarerandomised, ourdataare
much less vulnerable to the biases
thatplague studies that use routine
health care data. An independent
committee has looked at our data
and did not see any safety concerns.
We discussed our findings with
Medicines and Healthcare prod-
ucts Regulatory Authority, who
have agreed with our interpreta-
tion that the data provide reassur-
ance that continued enrolment
into the hydroxychloroquine arm

is safe and that we should press
ahead with getting a reliable an-
swer on hydroxychloroquine
through the RECOVERY trial.”

The Nuffield Department of
Population Health, after receiv-
ing a notice from the Medicines
and Healthcare products
Regulatory Authority of the UK,
had given a detailed response fol-
lowing which the department
has obtained clearance for con-
tinuing with the HCQ arm.

Meanwhile in India, the total
number of cases reached
1,51,767 with 6,387 cases being
reported in the last 24 hours.
There have been 4,337 deaths —
170 in the last 24 hours — and
64,425 recoveries so far.

had contracted the virus. After
consistent demands, Joint Munic-
ipal Commissioner (General Adm-
inistration Department) Milin
Sawant issued a circular on May
20, asking heads of departments
tomaintainadatabase of employ-
ees who have been infected or
have died due to Covid-19.

BMC officials said all depart-
ments have now started prepar-
ing data on their affected staffers.
According to the civic body,
Mumbai Fire Brigade and the se-
curity department are the worst
affected. About 35 staffers from
the fire brigade have tested posi-
tive and one has died, and more
than 80 employees from the se-
curity department have been in-
fected and one person has died.

House panel to
study lockdown
move next week

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

THE IMPLEMENTATION of the
lockdown and aspects related to
it, such as movement of migrant
workers and the Centre’s coordi-
nation with states, will be scruti-
nised by a key Parliamentary
committee next week.

A meeting of the Standing
Committee on Home Affairs has
been convened by chairmanofthe
panel Anand Sharma on June 3.

This will be the first regular
meeting of a Parliamentary com-
mittee ever since the nationwide
lockdown wasimposed on March
25.Sharma’s attempts to convene
avirtual meeting of the panel ear-
lier did not meet with success af-
ter the Rajya Sabha secretariat did
not clear his proposal to hold a
meeting over video-conference
citing security concerns.

Sharmatold The Indian Express:
“I have convened a regular meet-
ing of the Standing Committee on
June 3.Thope all members will be
allowed to participate — all those
who are able to travel since air tr-
avel hasbeenresumed, or travel by
road; and those who are constr-
ained because of circumstances
and situations. I have requested
RajyaSabha Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu to facilitate their joining in
the meetingand their participation
through video-conferencing, as is
being done elsewhere.”

Sources said Home Secretary
Ajay Bhalla is likely to brief the
committee on various aspects of

the lockdown and its handling by
his ministry.

Sharma, as also the Congress,
had been critical of the govern-
ment for not allowing meetings of
the Parliamentary panels to take
place to ensure oversight. The
views were echoed by leaders of
the 22 opposition parties when
they met last week.

“It is important that the
Government of India reaches out
and engages inadialogue with all
political parties in a systematic
manner, listens seriously to the
suggestions that we have tomake,
activate Parliamentary institu-
tions like Standing Committees
and be genuine in helping the
states financially and otherwise,”
the parties had said ina joint state-
ment last week.

Picking holes in the Rs 20-lakh
crore financial package an-
nounced by the Union govern-
ment, former Finance minister P
Chidambaram had demanded
that Parliamentary Standing com-
mittees on finance, industry and
commerce and labour ministries
should be convened at the earli-
esttodiscussit.

Sources said the panel headed
by Sharma will look into all as-
pects related to the lockdown
since the Home Ministry is the
nodal ministry implementing it.
Fromimplementation of the lock-
down to coordination with states,
opening up of business establish-
ments and factories, movement
of migrantlabour, all issues related
to the lockdown will come up, a
source said.

DAY AFTER SC TAKES UP MIGRANT CRISIS

Prasad says Centre,
states doing their
best, targets Rahul

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

A DAY after the Supreme Court
sought answers from the Centre
and the state governments over
the problems faced by migrant
workers, Union Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad on Wednesday
said the governments are doing
their best and if anyone has better
solutions to offer, they will be
taken into account.

Asked about the court's obser-
vation that “effective concen-
trated efforts are required to re-
deem the situation”, the senior
BJP leader told the media, “The
Supreme Court has always got its
jurisdiction to take these type of
subjects, or any subjects for that
matter. But as Law minister of
India, it is not proper for me to
make any comment on the obser-
vations. The Supreme Court has
issued notice and the govern-
ment of India and the state gov-
ernments will respond on what
steps they have taken.”

“Icanonly stateinall the hum-
ility thatall the statesare doing th-
eir best. These are very challeng-
ing times. If someone has any
better solutions to offer, they will
be taken into account,” he said.
Prasad said results of the efforts
made by the governments were
visible. “The results, India in com-
parison to the world as far as the
death is concerned, speak aloud
onourinitiatives.”

Last week, the Gujarat High
Court pulled up the BJP-led gov-

Union
Minister
Ravi
Shankar
Prasad

ernment for the poor facilities at
a state-run hospital in Ahmed-
abad. Asked about what kind of
assistance the Centre would be
extending to the state, Prasad said,
“The AIIMS director was sent
there toguide... Whatever further
is needed will be done. We don’t
want to see the political colour of
the state government . The coun-
try needs to work in unison and
we have to overcome and [ am
quite sure we shall overcome.”

Targeting Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, Prasad said his
recent public statements were
“utterly irresponsible”. He al-
leged that Rahul “was trying to
weaken the resolve”of the coun-
try to fight against the pandemic
and that his criticism was “based
upon falsehood”.

“The first state to announce a
lockdown was Punjab followed
by Rajasthan. And now Mahara-
shtra and Punjab were the first
ones to extend the lockdown till
May 31, even before the meeting
of chief ministers with the Prime
Minister...You say lockdown is
not the solution, then don't you
explain this to your chief minis-
ters?Or don't they listen to you,
or they don't give your opinions
any weightage?,” he said.

RAHUL IN CONVERSATION WITH GLOBAL EXPERTS

‘India should adopt soft lockdown,
pandemic to stay here until year-end’

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

INDIASHOULD adopta “soft lock-
down”, as severe curbs can cause
more deaths than coronavirusand
ruin the economy, a global health
expert said Friday, and suggested
that it is better to take care of the
“old and the frail” and let the oth-
ers have the infection, as the di-
seaseis “very mild” and most peo-
ple infected will not even be sick.
Another expert said herd im-
munity is a “terrible idea”, and

New Delhi

said that Covid-19 is here to stay
atleast until the end of this year.

During a conversation with
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
ProfJohan Giesecke,amember of
WHO's Strategic and Technical
Advisory Group for Infectious
Hazards, also said India should lift
the lockdown in steps.

In a separate conversation
with Rahul, Prof Ashish Jha, fac-
ulty director at Harvard Global
Health Institute, said some are
suggesting that “in places like
India we will just let herd immu-
nity happen and let hundreds of

millions of people get infected”.
But, Jha said, “I think that is a
terribleidea..(because)itwill lead
tomillions and millions of people
dying, including a lot of young...”
Across the globe, Giesecke said
almost everyone will be infected
by coronavirus. “But it is a very
mild disease —99 per cent people
infected will have very little symp-

toms, or no symptoms at all.”

Rahul said he is sceptical of a
fulllockdown. “I do think one has

tomove to a partial lockdown.”
FULL REPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com
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Maharashtra’s political din threatens to distract from the task for
government and Opposition, of combating surging infections

ITH OVER 54,000 COVID-19 patients, 1,800 deaths, and still count-

ing, Maharashtra is the epicentre of the pandemic in India. Mumbai,

India’s financial capital, has seen an exodus of its workforce as the

city’s health infrastructure creaks under the weight of the surging
infections. Other cities in the state, such as Pune, Nashik, Aurangabad and Thane, have
also reported a large number of cases and hotspots. The crisis facing Maharashtra is grave
and its social and economic impact is, and will be, national, not confined to the state. This
difficult time calls for everyone to come together and work with each other to defeat the
virus. However, the political din that appears to be growing louder in the state suggests
the opposite -- it would appear that the main political actors are fishing for short-term
gains, working at cross purposes. This is unfortunate.

Over the last few days, meetings between Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari and NCP chief
Sharad Pawar, and between Pawar and Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray, and statements
from BJP and Congress leaders have triggered speculation about the stability of the govern-
ment amid the coronavirus crisis. By all accounts, Governor Koshyari and CM Thackeray
have had an uneasy relationship ever since the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government
was formed in November last year in unedifying circumstances. Subsequently, Koshyari’s
apparent reluctance to nominate Thackeray to the legislative council had sharpened un-
certainties even as the pandemic was unfolding, which ended only after the Election
Commission held elections to the council just before the deadline for the CM to get elected
to the House ended. Now, Pawar’s meeting with the governor fuelled speculation that the
NCP and Shiv Sena disagreed on important administrative decisions. Some BJP leaders
have demanded President’s Rule citing rising infections while disgruntled sections in the
MVA, especially in the Congress, have spoken out against Thackeray’s administrative ca-
pabilities and style of functioning. BJP leader and former CM Devendra Fadnavis further
stirred the pot by claiming the Aghadi will soon implode. In the midst of all this, Rahul
Gandbhi said the Congress was neither running the government (in Maharashtra) nor was
akey decision-maker in it. Gandhi’s description of his party’s role in Maharashtra, or rather
his disavowal of its responsibility, presumably aimed at distancing the Congress from
blame for the handling of the COVID-19 crisis, struck a jarring note.

Both the ruling coalition in Maharashtra and the Opposition need to focus on the pan-
demic and join hands to contain and overcome its impact. Too many lives and livelihoods
have already been lost. This is the time for a politics that connects with the people, not one
that plays upon rivalries and antagonisms between parties and leaders.

THE MISSING DATA

Informed policymaking requires continuous data
generation — COVID crisis is compounding the challenge

OR A COUNTRY already short of recent large sample survey-based data — no-
body knows whether and how much poverty has fallen in the last decade or if
consumption of vegetables and protein-rich foods is growing at the same rate
as before — the COVID crisis makes matters worse. The National Statistical Office
(NSO)was to undertake its household consumer expenditure (HCE) survey for 2020-21
from July, which is now practically ruled out. The houselisting phase of the Census, cru-
cial for carving out and assigning “blocks” to field enumerators tasked with collecting
household/individual-level information, was scheduled during April-September. Its post-
poning could have a bearing on the main census slated for February-March 2020. Since
the houselisting and enumeration blocks are also used for the rural development min-
istry’s Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC), it points to serious data challenges ahead.

The novel coronavirus has, no doubt, created a war-like situation. The census and
other surveys being put off by even a year shouldn't, to that extent, be held against the gov-
ernment. This argument, however, lacks justification when there has been no officially-
released HCE survey, normally conducted every five years, after 2011-12. Nor is there a sin-
gle field survey-based government study capturing the impact of demonetisation, goods
and services tax or even programmes such as Mudra and Jan Dhan Yojana on household
incomes, consumption and poverty. Contrast this to the 2011-12 period, when there was
asurfeit of information from the census, SECC and the NSO’s HCE and employment-and-
unemployment surveys. The NSO carried out an HCE survey for 2017-18, but its report was
withheld, apparently for showing a decline in real rural consumption on the back of ris-
ing farm distress. Any survey now or even in 2021-22 may throw up similar, if not worse,
results. Will that, then, act as a deterrent to not release them as well?

The time has come for the government to move to a continuous mode (annually and
quarterly, as opposed to five-yearly) of doing large sample surveys. Technology (use of hand-
held GPS-enabled devices) and rotational panel sampling design can easily enable this. If a
private data analytics company like the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy can, through
its Consumer Pyramids Household Surveys, cover over 1.74 lakh households annually, there’s
no reason why the NSO cannot. It has, in fact, made a beginning through its periodic labour
force surveys from 2017-18. Informed policymaking requires continuous data generation,
for which one shouldn’t wait for a “normal” year that also suits the government.

VIRUS ALERT

Donald Trump has become collateral damage to Twitter’s fact-
checking initiative for COVID-19

ONALD TRUMP HAS fallen victim to COVID-19 — not because of his failure

to contain its spread in the US, which faces the figure of 1,00,000 deaths. The

electorate will, or will not, address executive bungling during the pandemic

in November. But unreliable medical advice during the public health emer-
gency had goaded Twitter into alerting users to fake news and outlandish claims with a
blue exclamation mark. Now, for the first time ever, that damning mark has appeared
beneath a tweet from a president who won office partly by leveraging Twitter. In re-
sponse to a poll which found that two out of three Americans would avoid polling booths
inthe elections later this year, he had tweeted that postal ballots would be “substantially
fraudulent”. Since he offered no evidence to back this charge, his tweet was flagged by
Twitter as “unsubstantiated”.

A querulous Trump has shot back that Twitter is stifling free speech, and that he, as
president, “will not allow it to happen”. This face-off is unprecedented, because social me-
dia platforms and Trump enjoy a symbiotic relationship, like oaks and mistletoe, or mistle-
toe and Getafix. The commotion raised by Trump and trumpery drives traffic to the plat-
forms, which pay back the favour by serving as power amplifiers. It is also a dilemma,
because the internet business model is based on free speech, but fake news hurts the cred-
ibility of platforms. The cost-benefit analysis is fairly delicate and not completely logical.
As amatter of business caution, the bombastopithecuses have been allowed to roam free.

But the coronavirus pandemic clarified the issue, because fake medical advice is lethal.
Facebook committed to deleting misleading information on the pandemic, while Twitter
played it intelligently — don’t delete nothing, but flag weird claims and point readers to
more reliable sources. This is the post-censorship route to information management.

If government crosses Rubicon, markets will fear
that constraints on fiscal policy are being abandoned

question

DUVVURI SUBBARAO

IN HER INTERVIEW to this newspaper last
week, the finance minister said that she is
keeping her options open on monetisation
of the deficit by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI). How the government and the RBI de-
cide on this will have significant implica-
tions for India’s economic prospects in the
short-term, and indeed in the long-term.

First off, two clarifications. Monetisation
of the deficit does not mean the government
is getting free money from the RBI. If one
works through the combined balance sheet
of the government and the RBI, it will turn
out that the government does not get a free
lunch, but it does get a heavily subsidised
lunch. That subsidy is forced out of the
banks. And, asin the case of all invisible sub-
sidies, they don’t even know.

Second, it is not as if the RBI is not mon-
etising the deficit now; it is doing so, but in-
directly by buying government bonds in the
secondary market through what are called
open market operations (OMOSs). Note that
both monetisation and OMOs involve print-
ing of money by the RBI. But there are im-
portant differences between the two op-
tions that make shifting over to
monetisation a non-trivial decision.

To understand the issue, some historical
context will help. In the pre-reform era, the
RBI used to directly monetise the govern-
ment’s deficit almost automatically. That
practice ended in 1997 with a landmark
agreement between the government and the
RBL. It was agreed that henceforth, the RBI
would operate only in the secondary market
through the OMO route. The implied under-
standing also was that the RBIwould use the
OMO route not so much to support govern-
ment borrowing but as a liquidity instrument
to manage the balance between the policy
objectives of supporting growth, checking
inflation and preserving financial stability.

In hindsight, the outcomes of that agree-
ment were historic. Since the government
started borrowing in the open market, in-
terest rates went up which incentivised sav-
ing and thereby spurred investment and

India is inflation prone. Note
that after the global financial
crisis when inflation “died”
everywhere, we were hit with
a high and stubborn bout of
inflation. In hindsight, it is
clear that the RBI, on my
watch, failed to tighten
policy in good time. Since
then we have embraced a
monetary policy framework
and the RBI has earned
credibility for delivering on
inflation within the target.
Forsaking that credibility
can be costly.

growth. Also, the interest rate that the gov-
ernment commanded in the open market
acted as a critical market signal of fiscal sus-
tainability. Importantly, the agreement
shifted control over money supply, and
hence over inflation, from the government’s
fiscal policy to the RBI's monetary policy. The
India growth story that unfolded in the years
before the global financial crisis in 2008
when the economy clocked growth ratesin
the range of 9 per cent was at least in part a
consequence of the high savings rate and
low inflation which in turn were a conse-
quence of this agreement.

The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget
Management Act as amended in 2017 con-
tains an escape clause which permits mon-
etisation of the deficit under special circum-
stances. What is the case for invoking this
escape clause now even if it means poten-
tially jeopardising the hard won gains of the
government-RBI agreement?

The case is made on the grounds that
there just aren’t enough savings in the econ-
omy to finance government borrowing of
such alarge size. Bond yields would spike so
high that financial stability will be threat-
ened. The RBI must therefore step in and fi-
nance the government directly to prevent
this from happening.

But there is no reason to believe that we
are anywhere close to that situation.
Throughits OMOs, the RBI has injected such
an extraordinary amount of systemic liquid-
ity that bond yields are still relatively soft. In
fact the yield on the benchmark 10 year
bond which was ruling at 8 per cent in
September last year has since dropped to
just around 6 per cent. Even on the day the
government announced its additional bor-
rowing to the extent of 2.1 per cent of GDP,
theyield settled at 6.17 per cent. That should,
if anything, be evidence that the market feels
quite comfortable about financing the en-
hanced government borrowing,.

Both monetisation and OMOs involve ex-
pansion of money supply which can poten-
tially stoke inflation. If so, why should we be

so wary of monetisation? Because although
they are both potentially inflationary, the in-
flationrisk they carry is different. OMOs are
a monetary policy tool with the RBI in the
driver’s seat, deciding on how much liquid-
ity to inject and when. In contrast, moneti-
sation is, and is seen, as a way of financing
the fiscal deficit with the quantum and tim-
ing of money supply determined by the gov-
ernment’s borrowing rather than the RBI's
monetary policy. IfRBlis seen as losing con-
trol over monetary policy, it will raise con-
cerns about inflation. That can be a more se-
rious problem than it seems.

India is inflation prone. Note that after
the global financial crisis when inflation
“died” everywhere, we were hit with a high
and stubborn bout of inflation. In hindsight,
itis clear that the RBI, on my watch, failed to
tighten policy in good time. Since then we
have embraced a monetary policy frame-
work and the RBI has earned credibility for
delivering on inflation within the target.
Forsaking that credibility can be costly.

If, in spite of all this, the government de-
cides to cross the Rubicon, markets will fear
that the constraints on fiscal policy are being
abandoned and that the government is plan-
ning to solve its fiscal problems by inflating
away its debt. If that occurs, yields on gov-
ernment bonds will shoot up, the opposite
of what is sought to be achieved.

Finally, the biggest question is this: What
is the problem that monetisation is trying
to solve? There are cases when monetisa-
tion -- despite its costs -- is inevitable. If the
government cannot finance its deficit at rea-
sonable rates, then it really doesn't have
much choice. But right now, it is able to bor-
row at around the same rate as inflation, im-
plying a real rate (at current inflation) of 0
per cent. If in fact bond yields shoot up in
real terms, there might be a case for mon-
etisation, strictly as a one-time measure. We
are not there yet.

The writer is a former governor of the
Reserve Bank of India

A NATION OF MIGRANTS

Some must take barefoot to the highway, others make privileged journeys

JANAKI NAIR

OF LATE, I have asked all the friends and rel-
atives [ speak to: Who is our Labour Minister?
So far, no one has been able to recall a name
or a face. That we heard very little directly
from our health minister, Harsh Vardhan,
during the worst pandemic of a century was
curious enough. But the complete and vir-
tual (pun intended) obliteration of Santosh
Gangwar is curiouser still. It is a sign of
labour’s beleaguered status that we have of
late only a gaping void, after such greats as B
R Ambedkar, Jagjivan Ram and V'V Giri who
served as labour ministers. All of them, es-
pecially the last, were closely associated with
the Indian labour movement.

Inahealth crisis that has turned India into
a home ministry-managed police-state, the
chief function of the government has been
toinstil fear, not of the disease so much as of
each other, especially of the poor and the mi-
norities, despite clear evidence of COVID-19's
elite, international origins. As the policeman
who beat the doctor on his way to surgery in
Srinagar said, “This is the battle of police”.
Therefore, what has been left unsaid by our
political masters is far more important than
the vapid statements in which we are
drowned. Thus, we have seen a civil aviation
minister, who, while announcing the “na-
tional priority” of opening up domestic air
travel, invoked the long suffering “tax-payer”.
We have heard from the railway minister,
who as early as March 27, 2020 had a video
conference with e-commerce giants to en-
sure smooth movement of “essential goods”
throughout the country. His tearful anguish

Article 19(1)(d) allows each
of us the freedom to move
throughout the territory of
India with a sense of security
assured by the state. We
don’t yet have a Right to
‘Work, but this freedom of
movement ensured that we
can seek work where it is
found, or leave it at will.

about migrant movement came nearly two
months later. We have seen perhaps a little
too much of the glowering finance minister.
But from Gangwar, Minister of State of
Labour and Employment with independent
charge, we have not had a word.

The paradoxical invisibility of migrants-
as-workers until now, and their hyper-visi-
bility on the highway today, has now been
compounded by those state governments —
UP, Gujarat, and Madhya Pradesh — that
have exercised their freedom to suspend
labour laws for 1,200 days. Comfortably pro-
tected by the suspension of all politics as we
knew it in these extraordinary times, state
governments have seized the crisis as an op-
portunity. Gangwar silently presides over
this dismantling, given the impossibility of
protest from those whose forebears fought
for these protections over the past century.
Isit mere coincidence that the Kerala labour
minister T P Ramakrishnan alone has stood
firmly in support of worker rights and
against bringing back forms of bonded
labour?

The chief minister of Uttar Pradesh has
revealed his administrative genius once
again. Let usrecall that unblinking claim dur-
ing his campaign in Kerala in 2017 that the
little southern state should learn from the UP
healthcare model. (That the little southern
state has today triumphed in its exemplary
treatment of COVID-19 has been barely
acknowledged by the Centre). Today, faced
with the incontrovertible evidence that UP’s
chief export, its labour force, can also return

toitsroots, however impoverished, the chief
minister thought it fit to announce that other
states will have to take his permission to em-
ploy people from UP. He backtracked from
his statement two days later.

Article 19(1)(d) allows each of us the free-
dom to move throughout the territory of
India with a sense of security assured by the
state. We don’t yet have a Right to Work, but
this freedom of movement ensured that we
can seek work where it is found, or leave it
at will. Reading this news reminded me not
only of the suffering millions whose images
have only just been replaced by the woes of
airline travellers. It reminded me of the le-
gions of migrants that make up my family.
My father, who migrated from Palghat to
Madras and then Bangalore, via Salem, Erode,
Colombo. My mother, who migrated from
Ooty to Bangalore via Palghat following her
marriage. Uncles streamed into our little
house from the village, to find jobs, homes,
brides, in that order. I too migrated between
cities, from Bangalore to Madras, Calcutta,
and finally Delhi. We were drawn to the city,
not chased from the villages. The
Constitution ensured that we needed no per-
mission from any chief minister to make
those moves. Nor have [ — at least so far —
needed to seek refuge from the city or flee
the terrors of unemployment and hunger.
What flashes up in this moment of danger is
the migrantin ourselves, well masked by our
privileged citizenship.

The writer teaches history at JNU
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ASSAM ASSEMBLY

THE UNION GOVERNMENT is likely to dis-
solve the Assam Legislative Assembly, which
has been under suspended animation since
President’s rule was imposed in the troubled
state last December, it is reliably learnt. The
dissolution of the Assam Assembly is likely to
come in the form of an amendment to the
presidential proclamation under Article 356
when the government seeks Parliament's
approval to continue central rule in the state
for another six months.

MANIPUR MOVEMENT
THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT, opposing the

launching of army operations against the
communist guerillas of Manipur, has fanned
out into the rural areas compelling the gov-
ernment to defer the action. Several hundred
girls and women from Naoriya
Pakhangalakpa assembly constituency, lo-
cated outside the town, held arally in Imphal
yesterday and submitted amemorandum to
the chief minister. They carried banners say-
ing, "Stop Army Operations” and "Operation
is Against Human Rights".

SIMPLIFY TAX

A BILL SEEKING to simplify procedures and
streamline tax laws is likely to be introduced
in Parliament during the budget session. The

New Delhi

Bill — which will give effect to some of the
recommendations of the Choksi committee
on direct taxes — is being drafted. It is pro-
posed to simplify procedures that currently
come under the Income Tax Act, Wealth Tax
Act and Gift Tax Act to ensure efficient en-
forcement and to plug loopholes used to
evade taxes. The Bill is proposed to have a
common code and guidelines for the admin-
istration of the three laws. The finance min-
ister, R Venkataraman, in his speeches re-
cently, had emphasised the immediate need
to simplify tax legislation to avoid harass-
ment to small assessees. A recent conference
of income tax commissioners had also dis-
cussed the issue and formulated its view.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“If we are going to get through this global crisis, we need to hear more than
just what we're doing wrong, or should be doing better. We need to hear, if only

now and then, what we are doing right.”

— THENEW YORK TIMES

The fortune of others

Society needs to regain moral compass, address plight of people in cities whose
precarious livelihoods keep them steps away from destitution

SANJIB BARUAH

EPIDEMICS ARE “NOT random events that
afflict societies capriciously and without
warning,” says historian Frank Snowden in
his book Epidemics and Society: From the
Black Death to the Present. “On the contrary,
every society produces its own specific vul-
nerabilities.”

The critical vulnerabilities of Indian soci-
ety that the COVID-19 pandemic has exposed
are undoubtedly those laid bare by the hu-
manitarian crisis that unfolded as the nation-
wide lockdown took effect. The searing im-
ages of the endless ordeal of tens of thousands
of famished and exhausted “migrant work-
ers” trying to make their way back to their
home villages to escape starvation in cities
where they work, will endure long after the
pandemic s over.

The world’s severest lockdown dealt a
body blow to their insecure and fragile urban
livelihoods, and many of them also faced im-
minent eviction. With public transportation
shut down, many began their long journeys
on foot over distances that could span hun-
dreds of miles. A large number of them died
of heat, exhaustion and starvation; and quite
afew were killed in horrific accidents.

Reverse migration of this kind is not how
epidemics and migration have historically
been linked together. This history is mostly of
the fortunate few fleeing urban contagion to
places where the chances of survival are bet-
ter. This happened at the time of the Black
Death in Europe in 1348; and in more recent
years, during the SARS outbreakin China, and
in New York City during the current pandemic.

To be sure, reverse migration to villages
by the working poor is not new to the history
of epidemics in India. During the plague panic
in colonial Bombay — which gave us the infa-
mous Epidemic Diseases Act of 1897 — more
than half the city’s population left for the
countryside fleeing the disease as much as
the colonial state’s authoritarian response to
it. But they were caught between the plague-
ridden city and the famine-stricken country-
side, and the flow of migrants soon became a
two-way process. It produced a crisis of
labour supply in the city’s important cotton
textile industry that led to a shift in the bal-
ance between capital and labour which
worked to the advantage of workers — albeit
temporarily.

The multitudes escaping Indian cities
more than a century later, however, are
mostly employed in an informal labour
regime in industries and service sectors in-
creasingly characterised by outsourcing and
contracting-out arrangements. Without the
moral imagination and political will to launch
a massive social intervention, it is unlikely
that the shock to the labour supply will yield
even modest wage or welfare gains for these
workers.

Areport by the Stranded Workers Action
Network, which its authors describe as “dis-
tress-biased” because it draws on data col-
lected from those who made distress calls to
the network, found the majority of them to
be factory or construction workers on a daily
wage. The rest earned their daily wages as
drivers, domestic workers, and self-employed
workers —among them were street vendors
and those engaged in zari embroidery work.
Itis not a representative sample, but the fig-

ures convey some idea of the circumstances
that pushed them to the brink; only about 6
per cent of those who reached out to the net-
work received full wages during the lock-
down and about 78 per cent received no pay-
ments. Ninety-nine per cent of the
self-employed —among them, street vendors
and rickshaw pullers — earned no money at
all during the lockdown.

That such important segments of India’s
urban workforce are “migrant workers”—and
the fact that we refer to these poor fellow cit-
izens as migrants — isitself quite telling. They
are not all migrants in a strict sense. It is their
precarious employment and the high cost of
permanent relocation in cities that make
them oscillate between urban India and their
home villages. Many male seasonal migrants
leave their families behind and return to their
villages when old age or illness makes them
unemployable.

A 2012 volume of essays on internal mi-
grationin India published by the UNESCO dis-
tinguishes three types of rural to urban mi-
grants: (a) permanent, (b) semi-permanent
or long-term circular and (c) seasonal and
temporary or circular migrants. Significant
segments of India’s informal or unorganised
economy escape official statistical recording.
Seasonal or circular rural-to-urban migrants,
for example, are a major segment of the
workforce inIndia’s formidable construction
industry. Yet neither the Census nor the
National Sample Survey, says Ravi Srivastava,
who has studied internal migration exten-
sively, “adequately capture seasonal and/or
short-term circular migration”. He and his re-
search team have tried to get a handle on the
phenomenon with a number of micro-level
field surveys to complement macro data.

The difficulties encountered by Srivastava
and Rajib Sutradhar in surveying construc-
tion workers in Delhi and its satellite towns
arerevealing. First, the gruelling work sched-
ule of construction workers — long hours and
seven days a week with no rest day — made
access to them difficult. Second, the construc-
tion sites that included the living areas for
workers are guarded by private security
guards creating another set of hurdles. Several
interviews “had to be abandoned half-way
due to the hostility of security staff and/or
contractors”.

When the term informal sector began to

The informal or the
unorganised sector now
accounts for nearly half of
India’s GDP and 80 to 90
per cent of the labour force
(including non-plantation
agriculture). Outsourcing of
work to smaller firms and
contractors has informalised
even many organised sector
industries. With the erosion
of labour rights and social
protection associated with
formal sector jobs, it is not
surprising that our cities
now host thousands of
people whose precarious
livelihoods keep them steps
away from destitution.

CR Sasikumar

be used in development studies in the 1970s
itwas thought of as a residual — even tempo-
rary — niche peculiar to the urban economies
of developing countries. As Dutch sociologist
Jan Breman puts it, informal economy activ-
ities were expected to “fade away with the
expansion of the formal economy”. But dur-
ing the successive decades “informality
turned out to be not a waiting room but an
end station for the swelling workforce locked
upinit”.

The informal or the unorganised sector
now accounts for nearly half of India’s GDP
and 80 to 90 per cent of the labour force (in-
cluding non-plantation agriculture).
Outsourcing of work to smaller firms and
contractors has informalised even many or-
ganised sector industries. With the erosion of
labour rights and social protection associated
with formal sector jobs, it is not surprising
that our cities now host thousands of people
whose precarious livelihoods keep them
steps away from destitution.

But a far more deleterious effect of infor-
malisation is that we now seem to be on the
verge of abandoning even the aspiration for
an inclusive future. With informal employ-
ment dominating the economy, laws regu-
lating working conditions are now nothing
more than aspirational. Still, it boggles the
moral imagination that soon after the historic
exodus, in the middle of the pandemic, a
number of state governments decided to di-
lute labour laws turning the clock back on le-
gal working hours from eight-hour days to
12-hour days (six-days a week). And this with
the half-baked intention of attracting busi-
nesses that might leave China.

One can only hope that our society will
regain its moral compass and re-discover the
quality that Adam Smith — popularly thought
of as the high priest of capitalist individual-
ism — called sympathy. No matter how self-
ish we suppose human beings to be, he said,
“there are evidently some principlesin his na-
ture, which interest him in the fortune of oth-
ers, and render their happiness necessary to
him, though he derives nothing from it, ex-
cept the pleasure of seeing it.”

The writer is professor of political studies,
Bard College, New York. He is the author of
In the Name of the Nation:

India and its Northeast
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A sobering comparison

India’s Covid trajectory should be measured against that of its neighbours

DEEPANKAR BASU AND PRIYANKA SRIVASTAVA

A COMPARISON OF India’s situation with its
neighbours is much more meaningful than
the comparisons regularly put out by the
Indian Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, where India is almost always com-
pared to countries in North America or
Europe. It is well known that the progres-
sion of the COVID-19 pandemic has varied
enormously across countries. While there
are no conclusive explanations for this vari-
ation yet, age-structure, genetic make-up,
universal BCG vaccination, and climate
might play important roles. In all these re-
spects, India is similar to its neighbours in
South Asia. Hence, a meaningful compari-
son of India with its largest neighbours —
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri Lanka — is a
much better way to understand the spread
of the pandemic and assess the effectiveness
of responses to containit.

The pandemic came to south Asian coun-
tries at very different times. Sri Lanka was
the first to report a COVID-19 case, on January
27. The first case was reported within three
days in India, on January 30. Pakistan re-
ported its first case on February 26, and
Bangladesh on March 8.

The progression of COVID-19 has varied

across these four nation-states. Hence, from
today’s vantage point, the duration of the
pandemic varies in these countries. To assess
the pandemic at the same stage of its life cy-
cle, we will identify its beginning in a coun-
try on the date total number of cases crossed
50 for the first time. Using this method, we
see that, on May 24, Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka were 54, 75, 69 and
66 days into the pandemic. To make our data
comparable, we will, therefore, take the 54th
day of the pandemic in the four countries as
the point of comparison.

Afirstindicator to understand the spread
of the pandemic is the total number of re-
ported cases. On the day 54 of the pandemic,
the total number of reported cases were
39,980inIndia, 32,078 in Bangladesh, 27,474
in Pakistan and 869 in Sri Lanka. These coun-
tries are very different in terms of popula-
tionsize. If we look at the total number of re-
ported cases per million population on the
54th day of the pandemic, we get quite a dif-
ferent picture. Bangladesh has 195, Pakistan
has 124, Sri Lanka has 41 and India has 29
cases per million population.

One of the most direct impacts of the
pandemic can be measured in terms of lives

lost. Dividing the total number of reported
deaths by the total number of reported cases,
we get what epidemiologists call the case fa-
tality rate. On the 54th day, the case fatality
rate was highestin India, at 3.25 per cent,and
lowest in Sri Lanka at 1.04 per cent. Pakistan
and Bangladesh fell in between, with 2.25
per cent and 1.41 per cent respectively.

In terms of total cases per million pop-
ulation, India has done better than most of
its neighbouring countries — especially
during the early phase of the COVID-19
pandemic. When we look at the impact of
the pandemic in terms of direct deaths, the
picture is completely reversed. India has
lagged behind its neighbours in reducing
the fatal impact of the pandemic on the
lives of its citizens.

India, and more so Sri Lanka, have ramped
up COVID-19 testing to adequate levels. This
is suggested by the fact that the test-positive
rate, that is, the number of positive cases per
100 persons tested, has been low and stable
over the past several weeks —at around 2 per
cent for Sri Lankaand 4 per cent for India. The
situation in Bangladesh and Pakistan vis-a-
vis COVID-19 testing is very different. Not only
do these countries have much higher test pos-

itive rates, at over 10 per cent, but it has been
increasing over the past weeks. Thus,
Bangladesh and Pakistan have yet to reach
adequate testing levels.

This has animportant implication regard-
ing the relative magnitudes of case fatality
rates across these countries. Since Bangladesh
and Pakistan are not testing at adequate lev-
els, many positive cases are not being re-
ported in these two countries. If they had
been reported, the case fatality rates would
have been even lower than what we now see.
Hence, the “true” gap of Bangladesh and
Pakistan vis-a-vis India, concerning the case
fatality rate, is higher than currently reported.

The daily press briefings of the health
ministry paint rosy pictures of the situation
in India only because of the largely mean-
ingless comparisons with European and
North American countries. Looking at our
neighbours will have amuch-needed sober-
ing effect.

Basu is associate professor, department of
economics, University of Massachusetts
Amberst. Srivastava is associate professor,
department of history, University of
Massachusetts Amherst

Misunderstood
revolutionary

On his 137th birth anniversary, it’s time to revisit
facets of Savarkar’s life and work
which can guide us today

ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL

proach the Permanent Court of
Arbitration, which shares space with the
International Court of Justice at the Hague.
And, through his extraordinary efforts, he
provided leadership to several other young
bravehearts in London and across Europe
to garner support for India’s freedom.

He was a proponent of a united India,
which was inclusive and diverse — an India
that was an organic result of all its diverse

VINAYAK DAMODAR SAVARKAR is amongst
those rare individuals who have the poten-
tial to emerge like a phoenix from the dusty
annals of history despite unparalleled advo-
cacy against him by a segment of his ideo-
logical rivals. It is imperative to understand
the ideals of this unsung hero in a nuanced
and comprehensive manner as the nation
witnesses his 137th birth anniversary.

From a historical point of view, it is strik-
ing to note that though Savarkar,a Chitpavan
Brahmin, and B R Ambedkar had repre-
sented the two opposite extremes of the
Indian societal setup, there was proximity
between some of their views which remains
unexplored. Savarkar was impressed with
the insights and meticulous approach of
Ambedkar. Savarkar had quoted Ambedkar
several times while advocating social re-
forms, harmony, and the upliftment of the
downtrodden. In his book, Savarkar: Echoes
from a Forgotten Past, 1883-1924, Vikram
Sampath documents how Savarkar ap-
pealed that “every true Indian needs to re-
solve in his or her mind to absolve oneself
of...seven fetters”, that is, Vedoktabandi (ex-
clusivity of access to Vedic literature),
Vyavasayabandi (continuation of a profes-
sion by virtue of one’s birth), Sparshabandi
(practices of untouchability), Samudrabandi
(forbidding the crossing of the seas to go to
foreign lands), Shuddhibandi (disallowing
reconversions to Hinduism), Rotibandi (the
practice of inter-caste dining), Betibandi
(rigidity in abolishing inter-caste marriage).
These reformist ideas subsequently became
provisions under the Indian Constitution.
Savarkar also wrote how, “In what is con-
strued as a ‘low caste’ — the Mahars — we
have had such illustrious saints as Chokha
Mela and such brilliant thinkers such as Dr
Ambedkar, whose piety and intellect far sur-
passes many a Brahmin’s.”

Savarkar preferred scientific reasoning
toreligious customs. Inaletter to his brother
Narayanrao in 1920, he described his
thoughts on caste-based discrimination: “I
feel the need to rebel against caste discrim-
ination and untouchability as much as| feel
the need to fight against foreign occupation
of India.”

Savarkar was also the first political
leader to set independence as India’s goal
in the 1900s. Almost immediately after
joining college, he had started organising
and spreading his anti-British and revolu-
tionary ideas through his efficient oratory
and writing skills — the Congress accepted
this goal much later in its Lahore session
in 1929. His courage and commitment are
evident from the fact that he tried to es-
cape to France by jumping off a British ship
near the French coast in 1910. It is also in-
teresting to note that more than a century
ago, it was Savarkar who caused the two
colonial powers, Britain and France, to ap-

cultures. He believed in the idea of inclusiv-
ity for mobilising the Indian masses. Some
oppositional forces have, generally, made
skewed arguments by terming him as the
proponent of the two-nation theory, by re-
ferring to parts of his presidential address of
the 19th Hindu Mahasabha session in
Karnavati (Ahmedabad) in 1937. This is far
from the truth. During the 21st annual ses-
sion of the Hindu Mahasabha held in
Calcutta in 1939, Savarkar, in his presiden-
tial address, spoke about how the Hindus
and Muslims could bury their historical dif-
ferences ina common Hindustani constitu-
tional state.

It was not Savarkar but Sir Syed Ahmed
Khan, who propagated the two-nation the-
ory, which was adopted by Muhammad Ali
Jinnah. Atthis juncture, itis essential to recall
the March 14, 1888 speech by Khan at
Meerut. In this publicaddress, Khan said: “In
whose hands shall the administration and
the Empire of India rest? Now, suppose that
all English, and the whole English army,
were to leave India, taking with them all
their cannon and their splendid weapons
and everything, then who would-be rulers
of India? Is it possible that under these cir-
cumstances, two nations — the
Mahomedans and the Hindus — could siton
the same throne and remain equal in
power? Most certainly not. It is necessary
that one of them should conquer the other
and thrust it down. To hope that both could
remain equalis to desire the impossible and
the inconceivable.”

Savarkar also openly embraced the “Era
of Machines” and warned the Indian lead-
ers to learn from Europe's mistakes. His fu-
turisticapproach to Indian cinema, too, was
commendable. He believed in the innova-
tive spirit of the human mind. He was a mul-
tidimensional personality and wore many
hats: A freedom fighter, social reformer,
writer, poet, historian, political leader and
philosopher. Biased historiography hasled to
the building of a controversial narrative with
asuperficial understanding of Savarkar.

Savarkar's ideas of modernity, social and
religious reforms, cultivation of scientific
temper and embracing technological tools
continue to be relevant for building a new
India in the post COVID-19 era. The central
government, under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, is proactively tak-
ing measures for the building of “Ek Bharat-
Shrestha Bharat” — following the contem-
porary relevance of the ideas of such
eminent personalities. On his birth anniver-
sary, remembering Savarkar’s patriotic zeal
and notable contributions will be a humble
tribute to the revolutionary conscience of
Indian history.

The writer is Union Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs, heavy industries and
public enterprises, Government of India, and
represents Bikanerin Lok Sabha

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

SHORE UP HOSPITALS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Tackling
the surge’ (IE, May 27). In the last
week, there has been a surge in the
number of seriously ill COVID-19 pa-
tients in Delhi. This worrying devel-
opment was further reflected in the
pressure on ICU beds in private and
government hospitals. If this trend
continues, Delhi could go the way of
Mumbai, which is struggling to man-
age the crisis. The surge could be han-
dled better if hospital resources are
pooled and the patient load is shared
equitably. This requires networking
amongst all hospitals and nursing
homes in the city and mutually agreed
patient transfer protocols. This will
free up the scarce ICU beds for criti-
cally ill patients.

LR Murmu, Delhi

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Tackling
the surge’ (IE, May 27). The raison
d'étre for a complete nationwide lock-
down was to prevent overwhelming
the already stretched medical facili-
ties in the country. In a bid to balance
lives and livelihood the government
is now attempting a calibrated lifting
of the lockdown. But it must not
compromise on the safety of people.
Even a minor error can lead to a
reversal of the gains made in the
past two months.

Anirudh Parashar, Solan
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BEYOND CLASSROOMS

THISREFERS TO the article, ‘The impor-
tance of campus’ (IE, May 27). It brings
out the problems with online education
such as inequity, digital-divide and
market monopoly. However, it would
be wrong to conflate the campus with
academics. The campus plays animpor-
tant part in the overall wellness of a stu-
dent. Sports and recreation events on
the campus are an important part of
student life. Extra-curricular activities
play a significant role in the develop-
ment of a student’s world view and in-
culcate respect for the country’s
diversity.

Abhishek Kumar Anshu, Patna

New Delhi
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Puneet Kharbanda S/o Harjit
Singh R/0 H.N0.179, Mundka
Delhi-110041, confirm thatin
my educational Documents
my father name wrongly
mentioned as Harjeet
Kharbanda instead of Harjit
Singh. Correct name of my
father is Harjit Singh.

0040538239-1

I, Varsha D/o-Manohar Lal W/o-
Champak Kumar, H.N0.820,
New Housing-Board Colony,
Karnal(Haryana)-132001, Have
changed my nameto Varsha
Luthra.

0040538227-3

IFirdaus Nisar Alias Firdos
Nisar Alias Firdaus D/o Late
Nisar Ahmad and W/o Late
Sabir AliR/o H.No-B-124, Gali
No-6, Chand Bagh, Karawal
Nagar, Delhi-110094, have
changed my nameto Firdaus

0070705555-1

I Luxmi D/o Surender Kumar R/0
Mangali Akalan, Hisar
Mangali, Haryana-125001,
have changed my nameto
Kirat Setia.

0070705582-1

INatasha D/o Sh. Surjit Singh
W/o Sh.Navdeep ChopraR/o B-
11, Defence Colony, New Delhi-
110024 have changed my name
after marriage to Jiya Chopra
forall purposes.

0040538199-1

I Paras Singh S/o Sukhvinder
Singh R/0 C-26/2, Yadav Nagar,
Samay Pur, Badli, Delhi-
110042, have changed my
name to Harmeet Singh

0070705586-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public at large is hereby informed that
my client Sh. Prem Chand S/o Late Ram
Charan R/o H.No. 2193, Shora Kothi, Clock
Tower, Subzi Mandi, Delhi-110007 has
declared from today onwards that he has
disowned/ debarred from all movable and
immovable properties, whatsoever to his son
namely Rakesh Kumar and his wife Smt.
Dhanwanti and their sons namely Chirag and
Naveen, daughter of Sh. Prem Chand namely
Smt. Somwati W/o Mahesh and her son
namely Deepak completely till his life and after
his death also. As they have become
disobedient, disloyal, dishonest and quarreling
with my client. Any person deals with them will
be self responsible at hisher/their own risk.
My client shall not be responsible and liable
for their any activity in any manner.
Sd/- ABHISHEK KASHYAP
ADVOCATE
CHAMBER:- SEAT NO. 80, CENTRAL
HALL, TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known that my client Shri
Kamal Nayan Naithani S/o Late Shri
Maya Ram Naithani R/o House No.
173, Ground Floor, Anukampa
Apartment, Abhay Khand-4,
Inderapuram, Ghaziabad, U.P.-
201014 have disowned and
severed all his relations with his son
namely Shri Virat Naithani and his
wife Mrs. Supriya Riyal Naithani
and their son Shaurya due to his
misbehavior and bad intentions.
Anybody dealing with them in civil
and criminal matter shall be doing at
his/her/their own risk, cost and
responsibility.
Ms. Lata Nautiyal, Advocate
Ch. No. 63, Patiala House Court,
New Delhi, Mob. 9818385659

PUBLIC NOTICE
The General public is hereby informed
that my client Ashok Kumar S/o Late
U.N.Mandal,R/o Qr. No. 273, RK.
Puram, Sector-9, New Delhi-110022
being fed up with derogatory behavior
and mal-treatment of their son namely
Abhijeet Kumar,Age 21years and thus
severe/end all their relationship from
their son from this day onward and
hereby disown their son from their
above said property and also from all
other movable and immovable
property and shall not be responsible
for the act of their son. If anybody deals
with their son, shall be doing so at
his/her own risk/responsibility and my
clients shall not be responsible in any
manner.

SANDEEP DEDHA, Advocate
Ch No. K-28, Tis Hazari Courts
New Delhi-54, Mobile:8006500100

IPoonam W/o Nirmal Singh R/0
Gram-Tikkampur, Post-
Sultanpur, Haridwar,
Uttarakhand-247663, have
changed my nameto
Poonam Kaur

0070705584-1

ISahej D/o Jagjeet Singh R/0-J-
6/45,Third Floor, Rajouri
Garden New Delhi-110027 have
changed my nameto
Sahejpreet Kaur.

0040538227-2

ISawan Kumar S/o
Parmeshwar Lal R/0 93,
Pocket-13, Rohini Sector-20
Extn., Begumpur, Delhi-110086,
have changed my name to
Samar 0070705580-1

I Tinku Sharma S/o Suresh
Sharma R/o Gav-Gowali,
Tahsil-Chirawa Gowli,
Khudania, Jhunjhunu,
Rajasthan-333031, have
changed my nameto
Aryan Sharma

0070705577-1

I, Sunita Kataria W/o Dalip
Kumar R/0-K-1/96, Mohan
Garden, DK Mohan Garden,
Delhi-110059, have changed
my name to Kamlesh

0040538222-1

1, Shilpa D/0-Roop Kumar R/0
RZF-1/336-337, Sampark
Apartment, Mahavir Enclave,
Palam-Village, New Delhi-45
Have Changed My Nameto
Shilpa Bhatt.

0040538222-2

I, SUNITA SINGH, W/O RAHUL
SINGH, H.NO-C-24,A/2,
SANJAY-GRAM, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122001, changed my
name to SANITA SINGH.

0040538227-1

I, Raj Kumar S/o Late Sh.
Chander Lal Lalwani, bornon
9th July 1957 R/0 80/78, 1st
Floor, Malviya Nagar New
Delhi-110017; have changed
my name to Raj Kumar
Lalwnai, vide affidavit dated
27th May 2020, at New Delhi.

0040538208-1

I, NISHANT KUMAR S/O-
SUBHASH CHAND R/0-EA-
186/1 TAGORE-GARDEN NEAR
COMMUNITY-CENTRE N.
DELHI-110027. have changed
my name to NISHANT KUMAR
NAIN 0040538227-8

To whomsoever it may concern
That we on behalf of our client Mr.
Chetan Kishore aged 79 years S/o
Sh. Raj Kishore allias Sh. Maharaj
Kishore R/o House No. 868, Gali
No. 2, Arjun Nagar, Patti Afgan,
Kaithal, Haryana revoke the
Power of Attorney done in favour
of Mr. Pankaj Bhatnagar aged 30
years S/o0 Sh. Ramesh Kumar R/o
House No. 1077, Chawla Colony,
Near Reliance Tower, R. K Public
School, Kutani Road, Panipat
Haryana, executed against my will
regarding my properties in
Rohtak. That after this notification
for any sale or transfer done, by
Mr. Pankaj Bhatnagar using said
Power of Attorney, purchaser and
Pankaj Bhatnagar will be solely
responsible for it and we will not
accept any claim on the basis of
the said Power of Attorney.

AK. Sharma - Advocate
Registered No. P/634/1995
District & Session Court
Gurugram-122001.

Date: 27.05.2020

General Public is hereby informed that
My client Mahender Singh S/o Jugal
Kishore R/o H.No. 38, Ahir Mohalla,
Nangloi, West Delhi, Delhi-110041 has
severed all his relations with his son
Akhil Yadav and his wife Shweta Yadav
on account of his misbehaviour and
misconducts. My client has debarred
and disowned them from his all move
-able and immovable properties and
shall not be accountable or answerable
to any act or omission done by all of
them. My client shall not be responsible
in any manner whatsoever.

Param Hansh Yadav (Advocate)

E.No. D/2103/2017

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client SHRI TRILOK CHAND SON OF
SHRI SURAJ BHAN & SMT. SUDESH WIFE
OF SHRI TRILOK CHAND BOTH R/O NU-40-
C. PITAMPURA, DELHI 110034, have
debarred his son HARISH KUMAR, from
his/her entire movable and immovable
properties/assets, and their personal life.
Anybody dealing with them civil and criminal
matters shall be doing at his/her/their all risks,
cost and responsibility, and have severed all
relation from HARISH KUMAR due to his/her
misconduct, bad behavior, bad company and
bad intentions, Any person dealing with
HARISH KUMAR o severally shall be doing
so at their own risk. My client shall not be
responsible in any manner for any kind of
legal-illegal act, deed done by him.
PARKASH CHAND (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-9065/2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

MVA puts up united
front, says BJP acting
against Maharashtra

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, MAY 27

FOLLOWING SPECULATION over
the stability of the Uddhav
Thackeray government and dif-
ferences between the three rul-
ing allies, Maharashtra Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) leaders on
Wednesday put up a united
front, saying that Opposition BJP
has undermined the efforts of
frontline health workers through
its protests, and was working
against the interests of the state.

“The ‘Maharashtra Bachao’
protest by BJP has not only de-
moralised the state govern-
ment’s efforts but also the doc-
tors, police personnel and other
staffers involved in fighting
Covid-19,” said Jayant Patil, NCP
leader and Irrigation Minister.

Patil, Shiv Sena leader and
Transport Minister Anil Parab
and Congress leader and
Revenue Minister Balasaheb
Thorat addressed the media
jointly a day after former chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis
claimed that state has received
Rs 28,104 crore assistance from
the Union government.

The decision to hold a joint
press conference also came a day
after speculations of discord
within the MVA, fueled by
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi'’s
remark that the party was not a
“key decision maker” in
Maharashtra.

Sources said that on Tuesday
night, Rahul Gandhi had a tele-
phonic conversation with Sena
leader and Minister Aaditya
Thackeray, in which he ex-
plained his remark and ex-
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MAHARASHTRA
CHIEF MINISTER
UDDHAV THACKERAY
IS SPECIAL GUEST AT
LOKSATTA'S
WEBSERIES
‘SATHICHA GAZHAL
MAHARASHTRACHA’
TODAY AT 12.30 PM.

el

tended support to the Uddhav
government.

Thorat said the three alliance
partners are working together
and that there are no differences
between them.

MP govt to probe ‘irregularities’ in
Kamal Nath’s ‘Chhindwara package’

Bhopal: Alleging that former CM
Kamal Nath spenta large amount
of money in Chhindwara in the
last few months of the Congress
government, the BJP government
is probing alleged irregularities in
the “Chhindwara package”.

Agriculture Minister Kamal
Patel alleged several projects
worth hundreds of crores were
sanctioned in Chhindwara at the

cost of other regions.
Kamal Nath is an MLA from
Chhindwara. ENS

Locust cloud over 1

dists in Rajasthan,

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

GRAPPLING WITH the Covid-19
outbreak, the country is faced
with a formidable new challenge
—"active swarms of immature
locusts” that have now reached
15 districts of Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh.

According to the Locust Warn-
ing Organisation (LWO), which
monitors locust swarms, there is
no immediate danger of the
swarms heading towards Delhi.

Inastatement, the Ministry of
Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare
said on Wednesday, “As of today;,
there are active swarms of imma-
ture locust in Barmer, Jodhpur,
Nagaur, Bikaner, Ganganagar,
Hanumangarh, Sikar, Jaipur dis-
tricts in Rajasthan and Satna,
Gwalior, Seedhi, Rajgarh, Baitul,
Devas, Agar Malwa district of
Madhya Pradesh.”

The statement said that “since
11th April 2020, locust hoppers
and from 30th April, 2020, the in-
cursion of pink immature adults
has been reported in bordering
districts of Rajasthan and Punjab,
which are being controlled.”

The Department of Agricult-
ure and Farmers’ Welfare has
stepped up locust control opera-
tions in Rajasthan, Punjab, Gujarat,
and Madhya Pradesh, the Ministry
said. “At present 200 Locust Circle
Offices (LCO) are conducting sur-
vey & control operations in close

MP

Alocust swarm in Jaipur on Monday. PTi/File

coordination withdistrictadmin-
istration and agriculture field ma-
chinery of the affected states... In
Rajasthan 21 districts, in Madhya
Pradesh 18 districts,in Punjabone
district and in Gujarat 2 districts
have undertaken locust control till
now,” it said.

Speaking to The Indian Express,
LWO Deputy Director K L Gurjar
said, “We are controlling the lo-
cust swarms on a daily basis but
they cannot be controlled in one
go because they are escaping.
They are going forward.”
However, Gurjar said, there is no
possibility of the insects moving
towards Delhi as of now, because
the “wind current is different”.

The Ministry said that tempo-
rary locust control camps had
been established in Ajmer,
Chittorgarh and Dausa in
Rajasthan, Mandsaur, Ujjain and

Shivpuri in Madhya Pradesh, and
Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh. “There is
no report of crop damage due to
locust attack in Rajasthan, MP &
Gujarat,” the Ministry said.

The Centre has, meanwhile,
approved assistance of Rs 68.65
crore for Rajasthan to fight the
pests.

Sources said the assistance
from the National Disaster Respo-
nse Fund (NDRF) in the wake of
“pest (locust)attack” during 2019-
20, was approved by the High
Level Committee headed by
Home Minister Amit Shah on May
15. An order was issued on May
23, asking the Department of
Expenditure torelease the assista-
nce to the Rajasthan government.

Earlier this month, as locusts
threatened the region, India had
reached out to both Pakistan and
[ran.

Industries set
to employ 7.5
lakh workers,
says UP govt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, MAY 27

THE UTTAR Pradesh govern-
ment Wednesday said that it
would soon be able to provide
employment to 7.5 lakh workers
in the state as it is preparing to
sign an MoU with Indian
Industries Association (IIA) and
National Real Estate
Development Council
(NAREDCO). While the MoU
with IIA will help in giving jobs
toabout 5 lakh migrant workers
in different MSME units, the
MoU with NAREDCO will pave
the way for 2-5 lakh people to be
employed in real estate.

Notably, NAREDCO had writ-
ten to the UP government earlier
this week, saying that it could
offer jobs to migrant workers if
the state government formulates
alaw to provide assistance to the
sector and help restart stalled
projects.

AUP government spokesper-
son on Wednesday said that the
government would enter intoan
agreement with these two agen-
cies to help identify the places of
job demand and categorise the
workers. These agencies would
also ensure that labourers get
employment as per the require-
ment, the spokesperson said,
adding that the agencies would
also ensure short-term training
of the workers and arrange ap-
prenticeship or training to un-
skilled labourers in industries.

Chhattisgarh shifts 20 DCs, BJP says will cause chaos

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR, MAY 27

IN Amajor bureaucratic reshuffle,
the Chhattisgarh government on
Wednesday transferred 50 IAS
and state administrative officers,
including 20 district collectors.
While the government termed
the transfers routine, it later re-
leased a circular informing of a
moratorium on more transfers.

The Opposition BJP said the
government had takena “drastic”
decision that has created “chaos”
amid of a pandemic.

Senior BJP leader and former
Chief Minister Raman Singh said:
“The government has created a
scene of chaos because the new
officers are going to take time to
adjust. At a time when numbers
are increasing rapidly, this could
have been avoided.”

Leader of the Oppositioninthe

Assembly Dharamlal Kaushik
said:“It’s almost like a business
deal by the state government.”
There were murmurs in the
bureaucratic circles too. “For any
official to get used to the district
administration, the work force
takes time. The logistic challenges
of shifting cities in the middle of
the pandemic would be huge,” a
senior officer said. “Since the col-
lectors are handling all Covid-re-
lated activities in their districts, the

Rajasthan State

Seeds Corporation Ltd

Pant Krishi Bhawan, Janpath, Jaipur

Ph. 0141-2227514, 2227513

E-mail rajseedsmktg@gmail.com

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
PROCUREMENT, JPDCL, JAMMU

F6/() RSSC/Soybean FS/2

CIN-U75132RJ1978SGC001781

ELECTRIC CENTRAL STORES COMPLEX, RAIL HEAD,

JAMMU J&K PIN -180012

E- Procurement NIB /2020-21

Rajasthan State Seeds Corporation Limited, Jaipur invites E-Procurement NIB from

interested seed production companies/organizers/supplier to supply FS/CS of Soyabean
for Kharif-2020.

Bid documents are available on website https://feproc.rajasthan.gov.in/

SDS2021GLOB00008

Raj.Samwad/C/20/388

www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or www.rajseeds.org/ agriculture.rajasthan.gov.in
from 26-05-2020 to 01-06-2020 . Last date and time of online submission of Bid is 6.00
pmon 01-06-2020. RSSC reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid.

The UBNis :- SDS2021GLOB00007

(JASWANT SINGH)
Managing Director
(DIN 08383856)

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE

The Chief Administrative Officer/Const/Northern Railway, Kashmere Gate, Delhi, for
and on behalf of the President of India invites e-tender under Two Packet System for
the under noted work:-

PHONE NO. 0191-2473402 TELEFAX- 0191-2472350

E-mail: epc1jammu@gmail.com,
SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

e- NIT NO. SE/PRJ/05/2020-21

the requirement of JPDCL:

No: SE/PRJ/TS/ Dated: 25.05.2020

Dated: 25.05.2020

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of Jammu & Kashmir,
Superintending Engineer, Procurement, JPDCL, Jammu invites online e-bids
from original Govt. registered manufacturers for supply of material as under for

Sr. NIT No. Description of Material Quantity
No. (In Numbers)
1. SE/PRJ/ PURCHASE OF DISTRIBUTION
05/2020-21 | TRANSFORMERS OF EEL-Il OF RATING:
dated 400 KVA Copper wound 20
25.05.2020 630 KVA Copper Wound 10

1.

Full Name
of work:

Construction of Road Under Bridge in lieu of L-xing No. 49/C at
Km. 82/5-7, L-xing No. 58/C at Km.95/23-25 & L-xing No. 73/C
atKm. 127/19-21 on Delhi-Ambala section of Delhi Division and
Construction of 01 No. Limited Height Sub Way (LHS) in lieu of
L-xing No.9 at Km.12/1-2 near Maman Halt station & Balance
work of road approaches of LHS in lieu of L-xing No.14 at
Km.24/1-2 near Bulandshahar Railway Station on Khurja-
Meerut section of Moradabad Division of Northern Railway.

Be it known to all concern that my client
Sheela W/o Late ShriKant Gupta R/o
A-3/73, Sultan Puri, Dlehi- 110086,
disowned and severe all relationship
with his son namely Sunil Gupta and
his wife Sugandhi and debarred them
from all their movable and immovable
properties acquired or to be acquired
because of their mis-behaviour &
conduct and their nature are being
disobedient and they are abusing and
quarrelling with my client so my client
have broken all relations from them. Any
person dealing and having relation with
them in any manner shall be at their
own risk, cost & consequences and my
client shall not be responsible for any
act and deed of the aforesaid.
SURENDER KUMAR (A

The complete tender document is available at website http:/jktenders.gov.in.
Interested bidder/tenderers may view, download the e-Bid document, seek clarifi-
cation and submit their e-Bid online up to the date and time mentioned in the table
below. Bidding Documents contain Qualifying Criteria for Bidders, Specifications,
Bill of Quantities, Terms and Conditions of Contract and other details.

1. | Date and Time of Downloading/Sale
(Start) of Tender Document

26.05.2020; 12.00 Hrs

Tender Document

2. | Date & Time of Download/Sale (End) of

05.06.2020; 14.00Hrs

I, Mukesh Yadav S/o Om
Parkash R/0519A/20, Anand
Pura, Rohtak, Haryana-124001,
have changed my minor
daughter’s name from Varnika
Yadav aged 4 years to Varnika
Devi forever

0070705578-1

I, Bhawna Vyas D/o-Shirish
Balkishan Vyas, H.N0.EC-162,
Maya-Enclave, Hari-Nagar, N.
Delhi-110064, changed my
name to Bhavana Vyas
permanently.

0040538227-6

I, MAHENDRA KAPOOR
AGRAWAL S/0-JAGDISH
PRASAD R/0-606/13, KRISHNA
GALIL.NO.9, ADARSH-MOHALLA,
MOUJPUR. DELHI-110053.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
MAHENDRA KAPOOR,FORALL,
PURPOSES.

0040538227-7

I, JAGSHORAN S/0O SHRI KAMAL
SINGH, R/O KC -16, KAVI
NAGAR, GHAZIABAD, U.P. have
changed my nameto
JAGSHORAN SINGH

0070705574-1

I, DALGEET KAUR W/O
LSHWINDER PAL SINGH, H.NO-
583 SECTOR-14 FARIDABAD
ESCORTSNAGAR-121007. have
changed my name to
DALJEET KAUR.

0040538227-4

I, BHAWAN SINGH S/O HIRA
SINGH BISHT R/0-D-113/BNEW
ASHOK-NAGAR EAST/DELHI-
110096.have changed my
name to BHAWAN SINGH
BISHT. 0040538227-5

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Smt. Krishna Devi, W/o
Sh. Lal Singh Sikri and Sh. Lal Singh
Sikri, S/o Late Nathu Ram, R/o A 27,
Desu Wali Gali, Mahipalpur, New
Delhi-110037, do hereby disown
their son Yogesh Kumar and his wife
Angela from all their movable and
immovable properties and also
broken all relations from them. My
clients have no control over them
and whosoever conduct business
with them will bear his/her own cost
and risk from today itself. Sd-

Y.K. Sikri (Advocate)
Ch. 838, patiala house courts,
New Delhi-110001

M. 9990693340

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to general public at large that
my Client Smt. Santra Devi Wio Late Sh.
Santram Shokeen Rio- H. No. 105, Village
Kamruddin Nagar, Nangloi, New Delhi-41
have debarred, their son namely Sandeep
Shokeen and his wife Alka Dahiya from
all her movable & immovable properties due
to their misconduct and bad activities. My
client and his family members shall not be
responsible for any wrongful and illegal act
in future. Any person(s) deal with them
shall be self responsible.

S.K. Gupta (Advocate)
Ch. No. D-209, Karkardooma Court, Delhi

MPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

notified later on. The detailed tender notice also can
be seen on the Notice Board of the above office.

naid

Tender Notice No.74-W-1-2-372-WA-CSB-1 Dated: 26.05.2020
SERVING C OMERS WITH A SMILE

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

a Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida - 201301 (U.P.)

1195/2020

Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tender are invited from firms/contractors registered with UPLC

Lucknow for the following jobs against which bids can be uploaded

and same shall be opened / downloaded as per schedule mentioned.
The details and conditions of all tenders are available on NOIDA
Authority's official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com &

changes/amendments & corrigendum etc.

http://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these websites for any

(A) 1.

26/GM-(K)/SM-WC-07/e-tender/2019-20, Name of Work:-
M/o Road (Repairing of 45m wide road between Sector-
140Aand Village Shahdra in Sector-140A) Noida

Cost-Rs.65.35 Lacs

Noida

2.| 27/GM-(K)/SM-WC-07/e-tender/2019-20, Name of Work:-
D/o Village (M/o drain infront of Nayagaon and lllabans)

Cost-Rs.66.54 Lacs

&110) Noida

3. | 12/GM-(K)/SM-WC-08/2019-20, Name of Work:- Outer
Development work (C/o U-Turn on road between Sector-82

Cost-Rs. 42.66 Lacs

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

Which can be uploaded by date 05.06.2020 upto 5.00 PM. Pre-
qualification shall be opened /downloaded on date 06.06.2020 at

General Manager

11.00AM.

NOIDA

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD MAY 27

TELANGANA GOVERNMENT,
facing criticism from the high
court forunderwhelming Covid
testing numbers, is readying up
t030,000bedsina phased man-
ner anticipating a spike.

The state government has
identified 12 government hos-
pitals, 23 private hospitals, and
21 private medical colleges,
apart from converting a sports
village into Covid-19 hospital.
The 12 government hospitals
have a combined capacity of
4,777 isolation beds, including

B0 COLORMY | FART

For more details visn

mnreetenbors Xeralngovin &
mavv keral milgrsipureha

Pl Mo 473471011 Exto: 33

2.| Approx. Cost of work: Rs.2288.52 lakh 3. | Date & Time of Bidding Queries/ 28.05.2020; 12.00 to 16.00 Hrs.
— , Clarifications ¢ 325 ICU beds and 275 ICU beds
3.| Completion period of the work: 18 (Eighteen) months. . . .
- 4. | Date & Time of Bid Uploading (Start/End) | From 28.05.2020 18.00 Hrs. with ventilators. The medical
4.| Earnest Money to be deposited: | Rs. 12,94,300/- only to 05.06.2020 14.00 Hrs. colleges can provide upto 15,500
5. Salefavailability of Tender documents will be available on IREPS web Superintending Engineer, beds, including 1,100 ICU beds
:_{elnd;;' cli)ocument on site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in from 02.06.2020 to Procurement, JPDCL, and 200 ventilators.
. Website: .. .
Y. 22.06.2020 upto 11.30 hrs. DIP/J-289-P/20 Jammu As the majority of Covid-19
6. Lalst ddatef/Iimg of 22.06.2020 upto 11.30 hrs. Tender document can cases since May 8 arefrom
upload of tenders: : e e ———— | Hyderabad and surround-
be uploaded by the tenderer on IREPS web site EFRAL& STATE ROAD THA WEPORT CORPORATION I ! y
w.e.f. 08.06.2020 to 22.06.2020. g ingareas, the government
o= Temiler Malic: is focusi I
Enrl. No. D/152/88 7.| Date and time of 22.06.2020 at 11.30 hours (immediately after close o A fid selsmilsslon) | 1S [0CUSING ON scaling up
opening of tender: of uploading of tender (D2). In case of two packet E-Tender News cad diie treatment facilitiesinand
system. Financial bids of the eligible tenders would ; Z i 106 20100 around Hyderabad. Till
be opened subsequently on the date and time to be s KERTC 356008 1 COMIMLTER PAPFER 5 BN May 26, there were 1,991

corona positive cases in
the state, of which650are
under treatment and 57
died. Health Department
officials said that 24 of the
31 districts are free of

&

Roc.No. 6209/2018/S1/SR-Ph-4

VELLORE CORPORATION

CORPORATION OFFICE, VELLORE
OPEN TENDER NOTICE

Name of the Work

The Commissioner, Vellore Corporation invites tenders in two cover system for the following works as
per the conditions laid down in the tender notice published in website https://tntenders.gov.in

Estimate
Amount

in
Lakhs

Date : 26.05.2020

Period of
the work
Completion

transfers raise questions on the
preparedness of the districts,” an-
other officer said.

Government spokesperson
Taran Sinha said the transfers
were “routine” and won'’t pose
challenges. “Today it was decided
to slowly lift the lockdown, a lot
has opened up. There is no prob-
lem as such for the state.”

Chhattisgarh has reported a
total of 361 Covid-19 cases, of
whom 79 have recovered.

Telangana, anticipating
case spike, plans 30k beds

coronavirus.

In Hyderabad, working on a
war-footing, the Telangana State
Medical Services Infrastructure
Development Corporation con-
verted a 14-storey building near
Gachibowli stadium into a
1,500-bed Covid hospital, in-
cluding 50 ICU beds with venti-
lators. The building was in dis-
use after hosting sportspersons
participating in World Military
Gamesin2007. “We refurbished
the building in 20 days. We out-
fitted each floor with beds, fur-
nishings, bathrooms, oxygen
supply lines, water supply and
plumbing,and medical facilities.
Facilities for 400 doctors and
1,000staffhave alsobeensetup,”
aTSMSIDC official said.

The government later in-
tends to expand this facility into
Telangana Institute of Medical
Science and Research on the
lines of AIIMS. “This new facility
has been kept ready in case ex-
isting facilities are over-
whelmed,” Telangana Health
Minister Etela Rajender said.

The government has also di-
rected 23 private super-specialty
hospitals in Hyderabad to keep
isolation wards ready but barred
them from conducting tests.
Officials said that about 5,000
beds would be made available
by these private hospitals.

Do more tests instead of
celebrating fewer cases,
HC tells Telangana govt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

2 | Pre-Bid Conference

SI.No:1to 4 -15.06.2020 at 11.00 am

3 | Date of Tender

07.07.2020 Tuesday 3.00 pm

4 | Date, Time and Venue of opening

07.07.2020 Tuesday 3.30 pm at Vellore Corporation Office

5 Tender document availability and
other details

Other Details can be obtained from the tender notice published in
website https://tntenders.gov.in or from Vellore Corporation Office,
Engineering section during working hours on all working days.

For Contact : 0416 - 2220578

DIPR/1954/Tender/2020

Commissioner,
Vellore Corporation

New Delhi

ing on June 4.

THE TELANGANA High Court Tuesday set aside a
government circular issued on April 24 directing
not to test bodies and said bodies of all those who
die should be tested before being released for fu-
nerals as a precautionary measure. It directed the
state government to provide data on Covid-19 tests,
including the number of migrants who have re-
turned to the state and those who tested positive.
Italso sought clarification on the government’s de-
cision to classify affected areas as green zones.

A bench of Chief Justice Raghavendra Singh
Chauhan and Justice N Vijaysen Reddy was hearing
five PILs filed by activists. “Rather than congratulat-
ing ourselves for having fewer coronavirus cases,
the state should take up more tests. Ignoring the
presence of coronavirus by not testing in large
numbers is almost like inviting the Trojan horse,”
Justice Chauhan noted.

The bench posted the matter for further hear-

Providing Smart roads at Sathuvachery 466‘" street , d50‘h 12 HYDERABAD, MAY 27
street, 5" street, 51 street, 52" street, 53" street, 52™ 1* _
1 cross street, 52™ - 2" Cross street in the ABD area of 1351.00 |13,51,000/ Months
Vellore City Municipal Corporation
Providing smart roads at Sathuvachary 57" street, 58"
street, 59" street, 60" street, 61°* street, 62" street, 63° 12
2 | street, Guruthoppu 1% and 2" street, Guruthoppu 1% cross | 1231.00 |12,31,000/-
rwbo! o ; Months
street, 1* main road and 3" main road in the ABD Area of
Vellore City Municipal Corporation.
Providing Smart roads at Sathuvachary 1" Main Road
Guruthoppu street, Guruthoppu 1° street, Guruthoppu 3" 12
3 | street, Guruthoppu 4" street, Guruthoppu 5" street, 907.00 9,07,000/-
Guruthoppu 6" street, Guruthoppu 7" street, TNHB Road in Months
the ABD Area of Vellore City Municipal Corporation.
Providing Smart roads at Sathuvachary Guruthoppu 2 12
4 | street, 12" cross road, 17" cross road in the ABD area of | 1009.00 [10,09,000/-
Vellore City Municipal Corporation. Months
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

THE WORLD

230,555
Italy

268,615
United Kingdom

181,524

Germany

1,684,173
us

I
391,222

Brazil

158,762
Turkey

370,680

Russia

TOTAL CONFIRMED: 5,626,047

Source: Johns Hopkins University, updated at 11 pm on May 27 . JHU’s India tally and Health
Ministry’s tally (below) may not match as these are accounted at different times.

DEATH COUNT: 351,815

In review, what Covid-19 does
to central nervous system

AS Arespiratory disease, Covid-19 pri-
marily attacks the lungs, but other ef-
fects too have been emerging, includ-
ing in the abdomen, the skin and the
brain. A new study has reviewed the
existing evidence about the last: the
virus’simpact on the central nervous
system. Researchers from the
University of Cincinnati and three
Italian institutions have reviewed
neuroimaging and
neurological symp-
toms in patients with
Covid-19 and pub-
lished their findings in
the journal Radiology.
Altered mental sta-
tus and stroke have
been found to be the
most common neuro-
logical symptoms in
Covid-19 patients. The
authors say this could

19 patients. These newly discovered
patterns could help doctors better and
sooner recognize associations with
COVID-19 and possibly provide ear-
lier interventions.”

Researchers investigated neuro-
logical symptoms and imaging find-
ings in patients from three major in-
stitutions in Italy: University of
Brescia; University of Eastern

PAPER

CLIP

NEW RESEARCH

Piedmont (Novara);
and University of
Sassari. The study in-
cluded images from
725 hospitalised pa-
tients with confirmed
Covid-19 infection be-
tween February 29 and
April 4. Of these, 108
(15%) had serious neu-
rological symptoms
and underwent brain
or spine imaging. Most

help physicians notice
red flags earlier.

“Studies have described the spec-
trum of chest imaging features of
COVID-19, but only a few case reports
have described COVID-19 associated
neuroimaging findings,” lead author
Abdelkader Mahammedi, assistant
professor of radiology at the
University of Cincinnati, said in a
statement. “To date, this is the largest
and first study in literature that char-
acterizes the neurological symptoms
and neuroimaging features in COVID-

brain CT scans, while 16% had head
and neck CT imaging and 18% had
brain MRI.

Investigators found that 59% of pa-
tients reported an altered mental
state and 31% experienced stroke,
which were the most common neu-
rological symptoms. Patients also ex-
perienced headache (12%), seizure
(9%) and dizziness (4%), among other
symptoms. Altered mental status was
more common in older adults.

patients (99%) had

Source: University of Cincinnati

INDIA COUNT: 151,767 (4,337 DEATHS)

TOP 10 STATES prbeailitens

Andamanand Nicobarlslands 33

Arunachal Pradesh 2

Assam 616

Chandigarh 266

Chhattisgarh 361

7,536 14,465 Delhi Dadar Nagar Haveli 2

Rajasthan Goa 67

Haryana 1305

Himachal Pradesh 247

Jammu and Kashmir 1759

Jharkhand 426

Karnataka 2283

Kerala 963

14,821 Ladgkh 53

Gujarat W B | Manipur 39

est Benga Meghalaya 15

Mizoram 1

54,758 2.983 Nagaland 4

Maharashtra Bi’harg Odisha 1517

o { ) Puducherry 46

: Punjab 2106

‘ - 3,17 ' Sikkim 1

17,728 Andhra Pradesh:, Telangana 1991
Tamil Nad s J

amil Nadu Tripura 207

Uttarakhand 401

Union Health Ministry update as of 11 pm, May 27. Some states may have
reported higher numbers. Only states/UTs with at least one case listed above.

64,426 PATIENTS DISCHARGED IN 32 STATES AND UNION TERRITORIES

Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak and what you should/should not do?
Write to explained@indianexpress.com

SiMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Why this summer is unusual

The last several days have brought heatwaves in parts of the country, but the preceding weeks had seen no
such conditions. Alook at how this breaks trends, cyclone Amphan’s role, and what is expected to follow

ANJALIMARAR
PUNE, MAY 27

What is a heatwave and when is it
declared?

Heatwaves occur over India between
Marchand June. Meteorologists attempt tode-
clare a heatwave event when the maximum
day temperature for a location in the plains
crosses40°C.Over the hills, the threshold tem-
perature is 30°C. When the day temperature
jumps by 4 to 5 degrees above the normal
maximum temperature of a location, it is de-
clared a heatwave. For example, if the normal
maximum temperature for a location in the
plains on a given day should be 40°C but is
recorded at 45°C, then that location is experi-
encinga heatwave. Alternatively, when any lo-
cation where the maximum temperature
crosses 45°C or shows a departure of over 6°C
from normal, it is a severe heatwave condition.

What is different this summer, and why?

The summer season reaches its peak by
May 15 in India, when the day temperatures
across north, west and central India cross 40°C
and, from then on, hover close to 45°C. This
year, north India did not experience such tem-
peratures until May 21. It is only over the last
six days that parts of Rajasthan, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra
have been experiencing heatwave conditions.

The absence of heatwave conditions un-
til then was mainly because of the continued
influence of western disturbances in the
north until as late as April. Originating in the
Mediterranean Sea, western disturbances
are eastward-moving winds that blow in
lower atmospheric levels. They affect the lo-
cal weather of a region during its onward
journey. When western disturbances inter-
act with weather systems heading from the
two southern seas — warm winds blowing
in from the Bay of Bengal or the Arabian Sea
— they cause snowfall or rainfall over the
Indian north. Western disturbances influ-
ence the weather significantly during
December to February.

Since last winter, western disturbances
have been very frequent in the north, appear-
ing after every five to seven days. Between
January and March this year, about 20 western
disturbances have passed by. This year, the in-
fluence persisted until early May. The recent
western disturbances got support from east-
erly winds blowing over from the Bay of
Bengal. It resulted in rainfall and thunder-
storms over parts of Rajasthan, Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh, north Madhya Pradesh and Delhi un-

Over 48°C in New Delhi on Tuesday. Praveen Khanna

tilmid-May, keeping atmospheric conditions
cooler than what is usual by summer stan-
dards. As per the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), the all-India average tem-
perature has remained below normal for most
months in 2020 so far — January (-0.6°C from
normal), February (+ 0.2°C), March (-0.8°C)
and April (-0.1°C). Asimilar trend is expected
over the month of May.

How long is the present heatwave spell
expected to last?

As per the IMD's latest weather forecast,
the intensity of heat will begin to subside from
Thursday. A fast approaching western distur-
bance, whichis currently lying over northeast
Afghanistan, is forecast to cause thunder-
storms and rainfall over north India between
May 28 and May 30. The heatload will reduce
substantially from May 29 onwards.
Favourable wind conditions would also help
in reduction of the prevailing heatwave con-

ditions over central India from May 29.

In general, how long can a heatwave
spell last?

Itgenerally lasts fora minimum of four days.
On some occasions, it can extend up to seven
or ten days. The longest recorded heatwave
spell in recent years was during May 18-31,
2015.This spell severely affected parts of West
Bengal along with Odisha, Andhra Pradeshand
Telangana. A similar spell was reported during
June2-11,2014.The current heatwave spell be-
ganonMay 22 and is expected to continue un-
til May 29. Heatwave conditions occurring in
May have been observed to last longer, as the
season reaches its peak this month, compared
to those in June, which often die down sooner
due to the onset of the southwest monsoon
over the location or in its neighbourhood.

Do heatwave conditions happen in all
parts of India?

No. Heatwaves are common over the
Core Heatwave Zone (CHZ) — Rajasthan,
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, West
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Vidarbha in
Mabharashtra, parts of Gangetic West Bengal,
Coastal Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, as
categorised by the IMD. Several recent stud-
ies indicate that the CHZ experiences more
than six heatwave days per year during the
summer months. Many places in the north-
west and cities along the southeastern coast
report eight heatwave days per season.
However, the regions in the extreme north,
the Northeast and southwestern India are
less prone to heatwaves.

Has Cyclone Amphan influenced the
current heatwave ?

Since the event of severe heat has
emerged immediately after the passing of
Cyclone Amphan, experts have concluded
that it has had a role in the circumstances
leading to the present heatwave spell.
Cyclone Amphan, which was a massive super
storm covering 700 km, managed to drag a
large amount of moisture from over the Bay
of Bengal, the entire South Peninsula, parts
of Central India and to some extent even
from the Arabian Sea. All the moisture that
was built up during the thunderstorm and
rainfall got gradually depleted from over vast
areas as the storm advanced towards West
Bengal and Bangladesh between May 16 and
May 20.1t has now triggered dry northwest-
erly winds to blow over Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra,
causing severe heatwaves.

What is the status of the southwest
monsoon?

Although Cyclone Amphan aided in early
advancement of the southwest monsoon
over the Andaman Sea, it caused a stagna-
tion of further advancement by at least a
week. That is why the IMD has said that the
monsoon onset over Kerala would be de-
layed this year.

On Wednesday, the southwest monsoon
made some advancement into more parts of
south Bay of Bengal, having covered most
parts of the Andaman Sea,and Andaman and
Nicobar islands. The Northern Limit of
Monsoon (NLM) passed through Post Blair.
Enhanced cloud cover, strengthening of
southwesterly winds and other favourable
conditions are building up, enabling the fur-
ther progress of the monsoon over south and
central Bay of Bengal during the next48 hours.
The monsooni s likely to hit Kerala on June 5.

What making Aarogya Setu open-source means

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

ON TUESDAY, the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology announced that it
has released the source code of Aarogya Setu
app to promote transparency and collabora-
tion with the software developer commu-
nity. The IT Ministry's move came in the
wake of demands from cyber law experts
and critics who had said the app was too
closed in nature and without adequate data
protection measures.

What does an open-source software
mean?

Software can be divided into two broad
categories, proprietary and open source.

Any software that has to be bought or li-
censed from the creator of the software is
called a proprietary or closed-source soft-
ware, Examples include Microsoft Windows,

Google Earth and Adobe Photoshop. The in-
tellectual property rights of the software,
even if bought or licensed, remains with the
creator.

Open-source software requires no licens-
ing and need not be bought. Its source code
is open for everyone to download,
examine, redistribute, and im-
prove upon if they can, with an
acknowledgment to the origi-
nal software coder or the com-
pany. Examples of such software
are WordPress, VLC Media Player,
and the Mozilla browser.

Why has the source code of Aarogya
Setu been made public?

When launching the app on April 2, the
IT ministry had explicitly mentioned in the
terms of use that no one was allowed to re-
verse-engineer the app or alter with the cod-
ing of the app. This led to critics questioning
whether the app could be used for surveil-

v

lance and go beyond its mandate of contact
tracing. Cyber law experts and the software
developer community called upon the gov-
ernment to allow reverse engineering and
also publish the source code of the app so
that it could be seen by anyone.

While releasing the source
code on Tuesday, the govern-
ment said it was doing so to
promote transparency and en-
sure security and integrity of
the app. The source code, the

government said, was released in

line with its “Policy on Adoption of

Open Source Software for
Government of India”.

Does that address security and privacy
concerns?

Itis too early to tell, say experts. Now that
the source code has been released, software
developers from around the world will be
able to go through the code and point out

vulnerabilities or fix loopholes, if any, by writ-
ing fresh codes and suggesting these to the
government, Udbhav Tiwari, Public Policy
Advisor at Mozilla said.

Besides, the government has not yet re-
leased the server-side code of the app. Kazim
Rizvi, founder of policy think-tank The
Dialogue, said the server-side code must be
released to further assuage privacy and se-
curity concerns.

What purpose will open-sourcing the
server-side code serve?

Any applications or functionalities on
mobile phones and other handheld devices
need Internet connectivity to run. Sending
and processing of such data is done on the
server. By having access to the server-side
data, individuals can check whether the data
provided to the app is flowing directly to the
dedicated servers or not. If not, either the dis-
crepancy can be reported or clarifications can
be sought from the government.

Why do some Covid-19 patients lose their sense of smell?

KABIRFIRAQUE
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

LOSS OF the sense of smell (and taste), one
of the more recently identified symptoms of
Covid-19, is now recognised as such by the
World Health Organization (WHO) and the
health authorities of some countries, in-
cluding the US. A new study in mice has
sought to explore why this symptom ap-
pears in some Covid-19 patients. They have
reported their findings in the American
Chemical Society’s journal ACS Chemical
Neuroscience.

Tracking the proteins

SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes Covid-
19, hijacks two human proteins to invade
cells. One is the ACE2 “receptor” on the cell
surface (it opens the door for the virus) while
the other s called TMIPRSS2, which the virus
uses to replicate its genetic material.

In mice, the researchers found, these
two proteins are produced by certain cells of
the nasal cavity that contribute to the mice’s

sense of smell (and ours). Within the olfac-
tory epithelium, which is atissue lining the
nasal cavity that is involved in smell, the
“sustentacular cells” had the highest level
of SARS-CoV-2 receptors, researcher Rafal
Butowt of Nicolaus Copernicus University,
Poland, told The Indian Express by email.

The sustentacular cells help transfer
odours from the air to neurons.

Butowt and colleagues first used various
methods to measure the levels of expres-
sion of the two proteins. They found that the
mature olfactory neurons do not express
ACE2, while the sustentacular cells do.

“The sense of smell in Covid-19 patients
appears to be lost, because the sustentacu-
lar cells assist neurons in sensing odours,
probably by processing odour-binding pro-
teins,” Butowt said.

Identifying these cells could help in the
development of more accurate diagnostic
tests, the researchers said. They have called
for future studies should examine whether
sustentacular cells can pass the virus to neu-
rons, which could provide SARS-CoV-2 a
route to infect the brain.

THEVIRUS, THE PROTEIN, AND THE MECHANISM OF SMELL
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Sustentacular Cells

Mature olfactory neurons

The novel coronavirus uses ACE2 receptors to enter sustentacular cells in the
olfactory epithelium. The mature olfactory neurons do not express ACE2.

Source: Butowt et al, ACS Chemical Neuroscience

Age is a factor
The researchers also found that larger
amounts of the proteins are made in older

mice than in younger ones. “These are sig-
nificant findings, because the more entry
proteins a host cell has, the easier it is for

the virus to bind, enter and infect that cell.
The high levels of entry proteins in the nasal
epithelium may explain why older humans
are more likely to become infected with the
novel coronavirus than younger humans,”
Butowt said.

The question is whether what was ob-
served in mice happens in humans too. “It
is known that the entry proteins have simi-
lar expression patterns among mammalian
species — meaning that the mouse appears
to be suitable model for the human condi-
tion,” Butowt said.

Why the nose matters

Earlier research (The Indian Express, April
29) had identified two kinds of cells in the
nose as the likely first entry points for the
virus. These are goblet cells (which produce
mucus)and ciliated cells (which help sweep
mucus to the throat so it can be swallowed).

That study, too, had drawnits conclusions
from the expression of the two entry proteins.
Using the Human Cell Atlas database, it
looked at data from different tissues of non-
infected people. It found that these two pro-

New Delhi

teins had the highest presence in goblet and
ciliated cells.

Thereis a key difference in what the two
studies looked at. The previous study, by re-
searchers of UK’s Wellcome Sangner
Institute, looked at all human cells and iden-
tified goblet and ciliated cells as the likely
first points of entry. These occur in the res-
piratory epithelium, while the new study
looked specifically at the olfactory epithelium.

Asked if the findings are in conflict,
Butowt said all studies depend on the
method used. “However what is sure is that
sustentacular cells in the olfactory epithe-
lium have highest level of SARS-CoV-2 re-
ceptors as compared to other cells in olfac-
tory epithelium, and ciliary and goblet cells
I may say the same as compared to other
cells in the respiratory epithelium. But di-
rect comparison between respiratory and
olfactory epithelium requires further stud-
ies with more techniques,” Butowt said.

“... There are few studies now, and some
require further examinations to resolve in-
consistencies between the results. That is
how real science works I think.”



=5 TAMILNADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD.
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS (E-TENDERING PROCESS)

Sl. No | Tender Inviting Authority Specification No. Total
1 CE/Hydro HE 2388 1
& TAMILNADU TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LTD.
2 SE/Transmission-| T.2147 1
3 CE/P&C 1029 1

For details of works/Procurement/Due date of submission/opening
Corrigendum, Due date extension, viewing and downloading of e-tenders,

please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.in, www.tantransco.gov.in,
www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/a

DIPR/1905/TENDER/2020
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TETHARE | e v i)
UJVN LTD « (An Uttarakhand Govt. Enterprises)

H.O. "UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.S. Road, Dehradun-248006,
Telephones: 0135-2763808, Fax: 0135-2763508

CIN No. U40101UR2001SGC025866, Website: www.ujvnl.com

Tender Notice

Office of the Executive Engineer (Maint.), Chibro Power Station,

Dakpathar (Dehradun), invites sealed tenders for following work.

Tender No: CH(Maint.)- 05/2020-21 Annual Maintenance contract for

the works of transport & Central Store, CthI’O Power Station

Estimated cost 1 ¥12,61,375/- GST extra

Earnest money deposit 1 ¥37,900/-

Tender Fee 1 ¥1180/-

Last date of availability of bid on web5|te 17.06.2020 up to 12:00 hrs.

Last date for submission of tender 1 17.06.2020 up to 14:00 hrs.

Date of opening of tender 1 19.06.2020 at 12:00 hrs.

For further details, kindly visit our website. The tender documents can be

downloaded from the Nigam's website “www.ujvnl.com”

U4 4. 337, fadi®: 27.05.2020 (Executive Engineer, Maint., Chibro)

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY”
NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE (Through E-Tendering)

Name of | i 6t 3 Nos. Truck for period of 3 years for SSE/Sig/DG, TKD,
work with S
its location HNZM of Delhi Division.

Approximate Cost of Work (in ) | ¥57,50,754.00 only

Sr. Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer/
C, Northern Railway, 3rd Floor, Annex.-1,
DRM office, New Delhi-110055

35,900.00 only
%1,15,000.00 only

Tender uploaded date & time 17.06.2020
upto 15:00 hrs.

Tender Inviting Officer Address

Tender document fee (in )

Earnest Money to be deposited (in ) |

Date & Time for Closed of tender

Website Particular & notice
board location where complete
details of tender can

be seen etc.

Tender No. 558-Sig/16/M/Tender/1342 Dated 26.05.2020

See the N.Rly. website www.ireps.gov.in
& Notice Board at S&T branch, 3rd Floor,
DRM Office, State Entry Road,

New Delhi-110055

1186/20

ERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Delhi Transport Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd.

An Enterprises of Govt. of NCT of Delhi.
ISBT Sarai Kale Khan Delhi-110013
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Executive Engineer, DTIDC invite tenders on behalf of MD, DTIDC Ltd for the following works
through e procurement solution only.

1. NIT No. 01/DTIDC/2020-21
Tender ID No. 2020_DTIDC_190990_1
Name of work Maintenance of HQ Building at 5/9, Under Hill Road.
SH Annual Operation Contract of 320 KVA capacity D.G.
Set
Estimated Cost Rs. 7,16,106/-
Earnest Money Rs. 14,322/-
Time Allowed 12 Months
Last date of receipt of Tenders 08/06/2020

2. NIT No.
Tender ID No.
Name of work

02/DTIDC/2020-21

2020_DTIDC_190997_1

Maintenance of Zonal Offices Under Transport
Department

Repairing, maintenance & Servicing of existing Air
conditioners and water Coolers in zonal offices at
Surajmal Vihar, Mayur Vihar, Loni Road, Rohini, Raja
Garden, Mall Road, Wazirpur, Vasant Vihar, IDTR, IP
Depot, Sarai Kale Kha, Janakpuri, Dwarka, Jhuljhuli
& ARUNIU/Impounding unit Burari

Rs. 18,21,399/-

SH

Estimated Cost

Earnest Money Rs. 36,428/-
Time Allowed 06 Months
Last date of receipt of Tenders : 05/06/2020
The Tender forms and other detail can be obtaned from the website:
https://govtpr i.gov.in
Sd/-

Executive Engineer
DTIDC Ltd ISBT Sarai Kale Khan Delhi

\ Maharashtra Airport Development Company Ltd,

(CIN U45203MH2002SGC136979)
8" Floor, World Trade Centre -1, Cuffe Parade, Mumbai-400005
Tel No.: 022—- 49212121, Fax No. 022-22163814
Email — vemd@madcindia.org

MADC invites tenders for following works

1. Request for Proposal for Setting Up of Flying Training

Institute at Dhule and Karad Airports.
2. Consultancy Service for Setting up Air Cargo Facility at

Shirdi International Airport, Shirdi Dist: Ahmednagar.
3. Providing Comprehensive Maintenance & Operational
Support for entire CCTV, FIDS & PA Installation at Shirdi
International Airport, Shirdi Dist: Ahmednagar.
Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of
Pneumatic Tubeless Tyres for Crash Fire Tender at
Shirdi International Airport, Shirdi.
The tender documents and other details can be downloaded
from e-tender portal https://mahatenders.gov.in from 1300 Hrs
onwards on 28/05/2020. Further clarifications/ corrigendum in
this regard, if any will be put only one-tender portal.

Vice Chairman and Managing Director

Dip/Shabdarth/0052/20-21

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU
THANJAVUR CITY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
THANJAVUR SMART CITY LIMITED

TENDER NOTICE

Bid Notice No. 10181/2020/MCE4 Dated.26.05.2020.

Sealed Tenders are invited by The Managing Director & Commissioner, Thanjavur City
Municipal Corporation from the Registered Contractors E- submission is also permitted,
for the following works upto 3.00 PM on 30.06.2020. The Tenders will be opened by the
Corporation Commissioner (or) his authorized official in the Corporation Office on the
same day at 3.30 P.M. If the office happens to be closed on the date of receipt of the Tender
specified, the Tender will be opened on next working day. The Contractor who wish to
participate in the Tender may down load the Tender documents through
https:/itntenders.gov.in by using E.Token / Digital Signature Cards on or before
29.06.2020 up to 3.00 P.M. Any other information's may be obtained from the Corporation
Executive Engineer, Thanjavur at the above office during office hours. The Managing
Director & Corporation Commissioner has every right to cancel/ postpone the Tender in
view of Administrative reasons.

sI Estimate Earnest Con-
N § Name of the Work Cost Money |[tractor
o- (Rs.in Crore)| (Rs.in Lakhs)| Class

1. |Development of Internal 12.93 12.93 |
Roads Phase |, Package |

2. |Development of Internal 12.85 12.85 |
Roads Phase |, Package Il

3. |Development of Internal 12.85 12.85 |
Roads Phase |, Package I

Managing Director,
Thanjavur Smart City Ltd.

DIPR/1955/Tender/2020

14

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, MAY 28,2020

HEied TR fm (Iw/Ekn), @ ()

website: www.kotamc.org, email:nnkota@gmail.com, Tel Pho: 0744-2502293

fedteh 27.5.2020

&

Shich: (Rl /TTATUT,/2020/1465-72

woitt faferar gemr-s
TR e e gr ARt ffeer g wEiew Aty ey 2020/6586-94 iR
31.03.2020 ¥ g& H WY @ T I-FFIG O gEA F@A 50/2019-20 fEAiw

eyl wvs wie foar
TEAT B 54 Ubs darAd

11.03.2020 =t aRiEl § COVID-19 %WWWWWW%I ":[\ﬁ Bl faTd 12.06.2020 B

ERD Fererzar e # fafr Wi A gT1d: 10:00 99 U™

1 |ffeT eele @ sMdle ®A[ 11.03.20 § 02.06.20 11.03.20 ¥ 08.06.20 H'PGITTI?PI qa’I\Pf K¢ ﬁ—d\?ﬁ

1 fofa (Jerde @) (SRR 12.00 =TS W) (| 06.00 = qh) CTIE] gq yee W BYET

2 | d TS S HA 11.03.20 ¥ 02.06.20 11.03.20 ¥ 08.06.20 SITQIT | $°0 a—m :h?'l'l"ﬁ
feifer (T 3.00 T ) (T 3.00 T TR) R | g -

3[R fore @iem = fafa 02.06.20 I | 6.00 ¥ | 09.06.20 I AT 4.00 T A d gl a

= ‘ = ‘ 71 e ux 9ar f&d wret |
W9 I FerEd @ -
T/~ . -
Wit TE STE I Ygrd Gegd

R fm, W (S/eR) @us AET ([RUT)

BSES BSES Rajdhani Power Limited, New Delhi
TENDER NOTICE Date: 28.05.2020

Sealed tenders under two Bid System (Unpriced & Priced) is invited for following job from all bidders

NIT No. Brief Item Description ES““‘?;)" Cost °°5‘( %EMD Time“:feszi‘;ésion Da‘&ix},’:‘; of
CMC/BR/20-21/{ PROVIDING TWO NOS 66 KV CIRCUITS FROM 2,05,05,778/-| 4,10,116/-|  17/06/2020 17/06/2020
SV/AR/858 220 KV PPK-3 TO BUDELLA-2 AND PASCHIM VIHAR 15:30 HRS 15:45 HRS

(BACK UP PLAN OF 220KV BUDELLA GRID)

B et (dfee) foifiree IREL (INDIA) LIMITED.
(@ H gfe

TR awﬁfuz—e.' Formerly known as Indian Rare Earths Ltd.)
Y3 31wt wwm Rare Earths Division
Seirmieet Udyogamandal, =it Kochi - 683 501
CIN:U15100MH1950G01008187
(1S0 9001:2015, 1SO 14001:2015 & OHSAS 18001:2007 Certified Company)
Phones: +91 484 2545062 - 65 Fax: +91 484 2545269
Tender Notice
“IREL RED invites e-tenders for the following item/job description using e-procurement

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

For and on behalf of the President of
India, Chief Administrative Officer
(Construction), North Western Railway,
Jaipur invites e-tender under "SINGLE
PACKET SYSTEM" from the agencies
fulfilling the eligibility criteria for the
following work :- (1) E-Tender No. :
UNIT3/T-4 (2) Name of the work with its
location : provision of mud pumps with
hut and dewatering in water logging
prone LHS between Mavli to Badisadri in
the jurisdiction of Dy/CE/C-III/UDZ in
connection with MAVLI-BADISADRI
Gauge conversion project. (3)
Approximate cost of work:
?59 83,751.30/- (4) Earnest Money to be

ortal of M/s MSTC Limited
SUPPLY, INSTALLATION
ITEM SUPPLY OF MCC/PCC | AND COMMISSIONING OF
PANELS 60 KWP SOLAR POWER
PLANT
. IREL/ Udyogamandal/ IREL/ Udyogamandal/
E-Tender (Public) No. 20-21/ ET/7 20-21/ET/8
. % 1,950/- 32,250 /-
Transaction Fee to MSTC (Exclusive of GST) (Exclusive of GST)
TDC to IREL %560/- (inclusive of taxes) | ¥ 560/- (inclusive of taxes)
EMD to IREL < 39,000/~ < 45,000/~
Tender starting date & time 28/05/2020 - 15.00 hrs | 28/05/2020 - 15.00 hrs
Tender closing date & time 22/06/2020 -17.00 hrs | 22/06/2020 - 17.00 hrs
Tender opening start date & time| 23/06/2020 - 10.00 hrs | 23/06/2020 - 10.00 hrs
Minimum validity of tender 90

fgexw & fau Jewree <@ For details, visit websites http://www.mstcecommerce.
cum/eprochnme/lrel https: //eprucure gov.in, hitp://irel.co.in. wftfRre /qfg Faa
Jegrgdt ¥ e 1 e, Addendumy/Corrigendum shall be hosted in the websites
only. TrsieTor & ferw For clarification contact 0484 2545199, purchase-red@irel.

co.in ¥ Tk Y | TETYeEe Te Ya (SMEET) G.M & HEAD (RED)

Cost of each Tender Document except for Insurance: T 1180/-

For details in respect of Equipment/BOM/Services, Qualifying requirements, Terms & conditions, purchase/submission

of tender documents etc. please visit our website www.bsesdelhi.com Head (Contracts & Materials)

Regd. Off. : BSES Rajdhani Power Limited, BSES Bhawan, Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019 | Corporate Identification No.: U40109DL2001PLC111527

Telephone No. : +91 11 3999 7235 | E-mail : brpl.eauction@relianceada.com | Website : www.bsesdelhi.com
HIH&EH.&L PRADESH STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LTD. 7
(A State Govi. Underiaking)
NOTICE INVITING TENDER [e-tendering Made only)
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EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
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T I T e e e B T | TR
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
E-NIT S. No. 07/PHEP of 2020-21
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT of J&K e-tenders (Two cover System) on Turn Key Basis are invited on Turn Key basis including
the maintenance cost for a period of Two Years from reputed and resourceful contractors /Firms/companies/joint venture of repute in PWD
or Equivalent in CPWD/Railways and other state Governments for the following works, which should be uploaded on the Procurement web
portal http:/jktenders.gov.in for the subjected work(s) referred below to be received by the Executive Engineer PHE Division Pulwama and
as per the details mentioned in this e-tender notification and to whom all the terms and conditions of detailed e-NIT /Tender Documents/ PWD
Form No:- 25 double are accepted. The detailed tender document and Specifications etc. can be downloaded on the e-procurement portal
http://jktenders.gov.in. The cost of tender documents (Non-refundable/Non-Transferable) should be in the shape of e-Challan or Treasury
Challan/Receipt in favour Executive Engineer PHE Division Pulwama.

Sr. Name of Work Estimated | Cost of Earnest Time of |Tender | Tender |Class of
No. Cost Tender Money | Completion | Call Opening |Contract
Document | Deposit Authority

1 Design, construction, testing and successful commissioning of 5 o
0.70 lac gallons capacity RCC Over Head Tank (shell type) in - o8
single compartment with 21 mtrs staging height including pro- N 5 39
viding, laying and fixing of supply main, rising main, washout s ‘g E 9] _0:‘3
connecting with supply system with 12mm thick flanged joints @ a 5 =53
cost of nuts, bolts, washers, M/S lid with frame and cover 2 w % ® QT
including construction of hand railing around the stair, sluice wo E L g EX
valves, covels, heavy duty of VAGE make or Kirloskar make, E b 5 S 2 S 2
boulder filling inside the tank upto ground level. Levelling of ” = S o k] <] 2z g
ground including disposal of excavated material from premis- £ 3 g = @ E 2 -g TE
es upto 5 Kms lead. Angle iron door with frame including con- = 3 f:—:» pul S0 E é w ] 3 o g
struction of sluice chamber with M/S Lid and ladder and con- 3 8 5 3 S0 ) E E B _gg £
struction of pump operator quarter including laying & fitting of £ v s 2 2 % = Pl S5z ¢
pipes for mains, sub-mains, distribution system including car- - Ld Z2© » 3a e 3 o3 go 8
riage all leads, lifts complete including construction of electri- v 3 % S -a EF S £
cal and mechanical works as required including trial run for six Q= Py b 2 % =
months and maintenance period of three years after comple- ,_;D;_ £ o Se %
tion of project. The advertised cost includes the maintenance £ e 2 o h:. %
cost of the scheme for three years. Adopt bearing capacity of S 3 3 fog
soil 7.80M.Ton /Sgm (report enclosed). Architectural aesthet- i 2 8 g 5
ics shall be kept in consideration to make the structures = K3 Sa
appealing for WSS Khillen Gundi Mussa under Languishing = 'g;
Programme JKIDFC Ltd) LUP 2405 oo

Position of Funds: Available; Major Head of Account: JKIDFC
The Bidding documents consisting of eligibility criteria, specification, drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q) set of terms & conditions of contract and other
details can be seen/ downloaded from the e-procurement Portal “http://jktenders.gov.in” as per schedule of dates given below:-:

01 Date of Publishing of Tender Notice 27.05.2020 from 1000 Hours

02 Download start date 27.05.2020 from 1000 Hours

03 Date of Pre-bid meeting In the Office of the: Executive Engineer, PHE Division, Pulwama on
03.06.2020 at 1030 Hours)

04 Last date of submission bid Queries 08.06.2020 upto 1400 Hours

05 Bid submission start date 27.05.2020 from 1000 Hours

06 Bid Submission end date 22.06.2020 upto 1600 Hours

07 Date & time of opening Bids (Technical Cover) 23.06.2020 at 1000 Hours)

No. PHEP/383-96 For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir.

Dated: 26.05.2020 -

DIPK-NB-390/20 Executive Engineer, (Jal Shakti Department) PHE Division, Pulwama,

OFFICE OF THE RANCHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, RANCHI
{ENGINEERING SECTION}

KUTCHERY ROAD, RANCHI, PIN — 834001
e-mail :- support@ranchimunicipal.com

Tender Notice:- 24(S&D)/Eng Dated:- 26-05-2020
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Balance Work for partially completed work “Development of Sewerage
Collection system for Zone-01, Construction, Erection, testing and
commissioning of Sewerage treatment Plant based on modern technology
at Lame Basti. Construction, Erection, testing and commissioning of
Sewerage Pumping Station at Kanke Road reservoir providing lowering
laying, jointing and testing raising main DI pipe laying for Ranchi City”.
Rs 209.05 Crore
Rs. 2.10 Crore in the form of demand draft/Fixed Deposit/bank guarantee
issued by a Nationalized/Scheduled Bank in India having a branch in
Ranchi, in favour of “Municipal Commissioner, Ranchi Municipal
Corporation, Payable at Ranchi (“Bid Security™)

Rs. 25000 (twenty five thousand only) by way of non-refundable demand
draft issued by a Nationalized/Scheduled Bank in India having a branch in
Ranchi in favour of “Municipal commissioner, Ranchi Municipal
Corporation, Payable at Ranchi.

Rs 10.46 Crore

1. Name of Work

2. Estimated cost
3. Earnest Money

4. Tender Cost

Security Deposit (5%)

Work Completion Time 24 Months
Date of Publication of Bid on Website 04.06.2020
04.06.2020

Receiving of Queries

. Pre-Bid Meeting

10. Uploading of Response

11 Last Date of Submission of Technical &
Financial Bid

12.06.2020 upto5:00 PM
19.06.2020 at 3:00 PM (IST)
27.06.2020
By 08.07.2020

5
6.
7. Bid Document download start date
8
9
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F‘E Municipal Corporation Kota (North/South) (=3
Rajeev Gandhi Bhawan, Dushera Ground, Kota- 324006 =i

email: nnkota@gmail.com website: www.kotamc.org
Ph.No.: 0744-2500197

S. No:- NNK/2020/GARAGE/360-373
CORRIGENDUM-VI

E-tender Notice No. 41/2019-20 and e-tender corrigendum
nnk/Garage/2020/292-395 was issued by Municipal Corporation Kota on
18.05.2020 on behalf of Kota Smart City Ltd. Revised E-Tender time Schedule
are as follows which can be kindly seen for reference on www.sppp.raj.nic.in,
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, www.kotamc.org.

Date: 27.05.2020

S. Particular Before After
No.

1 |Period of on line availability/| 28.02.2020 to 28.02.2020 to
receiving of bidding 28.05.2020 04.06.2020
Documents (Start/End Date) (upto 6.00 PM) (upto 6.00 PM)

2 |Submission of Original 29.05.2020 05.06.2020

Banker’'s Cheque/ Demand
Draft for Bid Document cost,
Bid Security, Bid Processing
Fee & other documents listed

(upto 2.00 PM) (upto 2.00 PM)

herein after
3 |Date & Time opening of tender 29.05.2020 05.06.2020
Technical bid (4.00 PM) (4.00 PM)
The remaining conditions will remain the same. Sd-

Commissioner
Municipal Corporation, Kota

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH,
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
SHIVNATH CIRCLE DURG (C.G.)

e-Procurement Tender Notice

eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
(1st Call)

SYSTEM TENDER No.64182/NIT No:01/SAC/2020-21,  Chhuikhadan, Dated:22.05.2020

Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to
12.06.2020 at 17.30 Hour

Name of Work:- CONSTRUCTION OF RUPTA AT R.D. 4140 M.
R.D. 7680 M. AND R.D. 14350 M. OF MAIN
CANAL OF MUTEDA DIVERSION SCHEME
OF KHAIRAGARH BLOCK AND DISTRICT
RAJNANDGAON..

Probable amount of Contract- Rs. 102.50 Lakhs

The details can be viewed and downloaded online
directly from the Government of Chhattisgarh Integrated
e-Procurement Portal (https:/eproc.cgstate.gov.in) from Date
29/05/2020, at 17.31 Hours. (IST) onwards.

Note:- All eligible/interested contractors/bidders are mandated to
get enrolled on the Integrated e-procurement portal
(https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific
vendor class from PWD under Centralized Contractor/Supplier
Registration in order to download the tender documents and
participate in the subsequent bidding process.
Sd/-
Executive Engineer
Water Resources Division, Chhuikhadan

posited : 31,19,700/- (5) Date of
submlssnon ofetenders : 12.06.2020 at
11.00 Hrs. (6) Details and particular of
website where e-tender can be seen &
filled up: www.ireps.gov.in (7) Office e-

mail address : dycec3udz@railnet.in
524-DK/20

Contact helpline no. 182 for railway security complaints
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'] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

Open Tender Notice No.:
Sr.DEE-TRD-BSB-2020-21-T03
Date 20-05-2020

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/

TRD,/North Eastern Railway, Varanasi
for and on behalf of President of India
invites sealed "OPEN" E-tender for the
following work:-
S1. No.-01, Name of work: Tree
trimming/Pruning of branches of]
Various types of trees dangerous to
OHE line in electrified section CHPG
(Incl.)-GKC (Excl.), SV-THE, CPR-
ALY, GKC-VKNR, CPJ-THE-RPV &
ARJ-JNU in Varanasi Division of North
Eastern Railway., Tender reference no.:
Sr.DEE-TRD-BSB-2020-21-T03,
Approx. Cost (in Rs.): ¥25,39,161.18,
Earnest Money: (Rs.): ¥ 50,800/-, Cost
of Tender documents (in Rs.):
% 3,000/-, E-Tender closing date and
time: 12-06-2020 up to 15:00 Hrs.,
Completion period: 03 Months.

oq

o E-Tender Online will be submitted
up to 15:00 Hrs. on date 12-06-2020.
o For full details and submission of bid
kindly visit the Official website of]
Indian railway i.e. www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/TRD
CPRO/Vidyut-15 Varanasi

About any passenger amenity complaint
SMS on Mob. No.: 09794845955

Never travel on
roof and foot boards.

E-Tender is invited on Behalf of the
President of India for the under
mentioned work :-

S.N. 1.: e-Tender No. : ECR-CAO-C-S-
ETEN-09-20-21 in Two Packet System
Name of work : P.way linking supply and
spreading of stone ballast, Supply of
P.way materials and other P. way
ancillary works between km. 38.287 to
Km 64.500 including Biharsharif,
Asthawan and Barbigha-yards in
connection with construction of New
B.G. line between Biharsharif-Barbigha.
Approx cost of the work in (Rs.) :
327802432.89 Cost of tender form in

(Rs.) : 10,000.00 Earnest Money in
(Rs.) : 1789000.00 Period of work
completion : 12[Twelve] months. Date

and time for closing of tender :
18.06.2020 at 15.30 hrs. Any e-tenders
which is sent by Post/Courier/Fax or by
hand will not be accepted. All such
manual submission of tender even if it is
onfirm's letter pad or received in time will
not be accepted. The above e-tender
document alongwith full information is
available on website http://lwww.ireps.
gov.in Note : In case of any discripencies
found in tender notice, English version
will be final. Tenderers are requested to
visit the website http://www.ireps.
gov.in atleast 15 days before last date of
closing, for latest corrigendum/
corrections etc in connection with this e-

tender.
CAO/Con/South
E.C.Rly, MHX, Patna

1. Interested bidders should acquaint themselves by visiting the work site of partially
completed work so that they can take the cost components of any rectification
required for continuation of further work. It should also be inclusive of replacement
of damaged work ifany.

2. Aspreparation and submission of design and drawing is in the scope of agency and its

approval is required from the project management consultant, agency will have to

coordinate with the consultant for the approval of the same. ‘Bidders can find the

Pendmg drawing status from RMC.

terested bidders are advised to go through the Tender document for information
pertaining to Eligibility Criteria and Project related information.

The estimated cost as mentioned above is exclusive of operation and maintenance

cost.

Detailed tender notice with terms and conditions is available on the notice board of

RMC as per above key dates.

Interested Bidder shall submit the Proposal electronically through the website

www/jharkhandtender.gov.in other important/relevant documents, bank draft, Fixed

Deposn bank guarantee etc. should be scanned and enclosed with the e-tender as per

1\/Fuldehnes given in the Tender document.

C reserves the right to cancel or modify the bidding process without assigning
any reasons and any liability. Sd

Further details can be seen on website http://j harkhandtendelrs .gov.in Chief Engineer

Ranchi Municipal Corporation

AN S

7.

Ty

PR 228680(Ranchi Municipal Corporation)20-21*D o

12. | Submission of Hard Copy of EMD/Tender Till 09.07.2020 Upto4:00 PM 81004 For, Superintending Engineer Shivnath Circle, Durg C.G.)| | PR/0205/CON/ENGG/T/20-21/48
Fee etc.

13. Opening of Technical Bid 10.07.2020 at 3:00 PM

14. Publication of Technically Qualified Shall be Communicated Later CIN: U40101MN2013SGC008344
_ Bidder’s : MANIPUR STATE POWER COMPANY LIMITED

15. Opening of Financial Bid Shall be Communicated Later Keish td i Imphal - 795001

16. | Name & address of Office inviting tender | Municipal Commissioner, Ranchi Municipal Corporation, Ranchi- 834001 Corporate Offiiles- Igll:g?icitur(‘)(;rlr?r:’exmgat?a No. 1293 under 87(2)

17. Helpline Number 0651-2203469 P | v omplex: ’ '

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF

Khwal Bazar, Keishampat, Imphal - 795001, Manipur, India
Fax: +91 385 2450702, Tele: +91 385 2450050

INTEREST

Imphal, the 27th May, 2020

No. 4/84/New-Hydro)/ED(G&C)/MSPCL-2019/175-81: In continuation to this Office Notice Inviting Expression of Interest Nos. 4/84(New-
Hydro)/ED(G&C)/MSPCL-2019/2517-23 dated 04.11.2019 and 4/84(New-Hydro)/ED(G&C)/MSPCL-2019/4/166-72 dated 31.01.2020,
the Managing Director, Manipur State Power Company Limited on behalf of the Governor of Manipur is pleased to revised the dates for
submission and opening of both the Expression of Interest (EOI) for conducting Survey & Investigation (S&I) and Formulation of
Detailed Project Report (DPR) for the recently identified 29 nos of hydroelectric projects in the State from the intending Public Sector
Undertakings (PSUs) or Private Agencies who have experienced in similar nature of assignments. The applicant(s) should submit their
proposal(s) package-wise which may be either for all the packages or lesser number of packages.

Tender Name of Assignment Revised last date of | Revised last date Revised Cost of EOl document
Specification receipt of request of receipt of EOIl |opening date of
No. for clarifi icati Ol icati
4/3/20 Shortlisting of agencies for conducting 11.06.2020 26.06.2020 upto 27.06.2020 at | Per package as detailed in

Survey & Investigation (S&I) and
formulation of Detailed Project Reports
(DPR) of 29 (twenty nine)) nos of
hydroelectric projects in Manipur
The applicants who have already submitted their proposals do not need to apply again. However, they can apply for the
package(s) which were not applied earlier.
The details of the Expression of Interest (EOI) can be downloaded from the website www.manipur.gov.in and www.mspcl.in. All
correspondences / communications/submissions of EOls shall be made to the Managing Director, Manipur State Power Company Ltd,
Keishampat, Imphal - 795001, Manipur, India, Telephone No. (0385) 2450050 Fax No. (0385) 2450702, Email: edcivil. nspdl @ gmail.com
Sd/-
(N. Sarat Singh)
Managing Director, MSPCL

4.00 p.m. 2.00 p.m. the enclosed notification (@

Rs. 10,000/~ per project)

2/33/DIPR(Vol-lll)

New Delhi
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During the session
in Tehran. Reuters

IRAN
Newly-elected
parliament
convenes

Tehran: Iran's newly
elected parliament con-
vened on Wednesday un-
der strict social distancing
regulations, as the coun-
try struggles to curb the
spread of the coronavirus.
Iranian state TV said all
268 lawmakers who
were in attendance had
tested negative. The law-
makers were swornin af-
ter many arrived wearing
face masks and observing
social distancing regula-
tions. Temperatures were
taken before they entered
the parliament building.
[ranis grappling with the
deadliest outbreak in the
Middle East, with more
than 7,500 fatalities of
139,500 confirmed cases.

SOUTH AFRICA
Places of
worshipto
reopen soon

Johannesburg: Places of
worship and other reli-
giousinstitutions in South
Africa will reopen with
strictrestrictions from June
1whenthe country enters
thelevel 3 of the COVID-19
regulations, President Cyril
Ramaphosa has said, ac-
knowledging that their
closure has "worsened"”
the distress of communi-
ties during the pandemic.
South Africa has been un-
der a nationwide lock-
down since March 27.The
president had last month
announced a five-phase
plan to gradually ease the
lockdown imposed to
combat the spread of the
coronavirus in the country.

NEPAL

Highest 1-day
spikeof 114
cases reported

Kathmandu: Nepal on
Wednesday recorded its
highest single-day surge
in cases with 114 new in-
fections, taking the total
tally to 886 in the nation,
the health ministry said.
Nepal, which has ex-
tended its nationwide
lockdown till June 2 to
contain the spread of the
deadly virus, isamong the
countries having the least
number of cases. The
virus has so far claimed
four lives in Nepal. The
total number of coron-
avirus cases jumped to
886 on Wednesday after
114 new COVID-19 infec-
tions were reported.

SINGAPORE
Indian-origin
man jailed for
breaching curbs

Singapore: A Singapore
court on Wednesday sen-
tenced an Indian-origin
youth to six weeks of im-
prisonment for breaching
a stay-home notice.
Quresh Singh Sandhu, a
security guard by profes-
sion, returned to Singapore
from Batam in Indonesia
on March 17 and was
served a stay-home notice,
which required him to re-
main in his residence be-
tween March 17 and
March 31. However, he
kept reporting for duty
and shared a room with
others, exposing them to
the risk of infection by
breaching his stay-home
notice, the Channel News
Asiareported.

Japan, EU push billions in coronavirus

stimulus packages for recovery efforts A¢ thousands

AGENCIES
BRUSSELS, TOKYO, MAY 27

JAPAN'S CABINET approved a
proposed 32 trillion-yen (USD
296 billion) supplementary
budget Wednesday to help fund
USD 1.1 trillion in measures to
cushion the blow to the econ-
omy from the pandemic.

The extra funding under con-
sideration includes support for
small businesses, funding forim-
proved medical systems and sub-
sidies for local governments. The
budget also will pay for measures
to help prepare for possible future
waves of infections.

Japan's economy, the
world's third largest, slipped
into recession in the last quar-
ter and was already slowing be-
fore the pandemic hit thanks to
weakening global demand and
consumer spending.

The combined stimulus en-
acted so faramounts to a total of
more than 230 trillion yen (USD

w

Ata subway station in Tokyo, Japan, on Wednesday. Reuters

2.1 trillion), or about 40% of
Japan's economy, Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe told a meeting of of-
ficials on Wednesday.

“I will defend the Japanese
economy at any cost against this
once-in-a-century crisis,” Abe said.

A pandemic state of emer-
gency still in effect for Tokyo and
several other areas ended

Tuesday as the government be-
gantrying to get back to business.

The European Union’s exec-
utive arm laid out on
Wednesday the details of a re-
covery package worth 750 bil-
lion euros, or about $826 billion,
for its 27 member economies,
especially those hit hardest by
the pandemic.

Europe’s recovery effort will
be difficult and expensive, as
some of its economies are set to
shrink as much as 10 percent this
year. Germany and other
wealthy countries have their
own funds available to spend
immediately to prop up their
economies, but poorer European
Union members need help.

The program, which was
presented by European
Commission president Ursula
von der Leyen in an address to
the European Parliament on
Wednesday, hinges on using its
own budget to issue bonds in
international capital markets,
and then distributing the pro-
ceeds according to members’
needs. It is seen as a break-
through for the bloc’s integra-
tion, even if it is a one-off.

The fund will distribute €500
billion worth of grants — free
money that will not be piled on
tonational debt — toall 27 mem-
ber states, with Italy getting the
largest slice, followed by Spain.

People living at Guarulhos International Airport near Sao Paulo, Brazil, due to restrictions queue up for food. Reuters

After biggest jump

in 50 days,
may reimpose curbs

ASSOCIATED PRESS
SEOUL, MAY 27

SOUTH KOREA has reported 40
new coronavirus cases for its
biggest daily jump in nearly 50
days, causing alarmin a country
where millions of children are
returning to school.

Figures from the Korea
Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention on Wednesday
brought national totals to 11,265
cases and 269 deaths.

All but four of the new cases
came from the densely populated
Seoul metropolitan area, where
officials have been scrambling to
stem transmissions linked to
nightclubs, karaoke rooms and an
e-commerce warehouse.

Three cases were linked toin-
ternational arrivals.

South Korea's top infectious
disease expert says the country
may need to reimpose social dis-
tancing restrictions it eased in
April, with coronavirus trans-
missions creeping up in the pop-
ulated Seoul metropolitan area

S Korea

L |

At aschool in Seoul. Reuters

and elsewhere in recent weeks.

Jeong Eun-kyeong, director of
South Korea's Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, said dur-
ing a virus briefing on
Wednesday it's becoming in-
creasingly difficult for health
workers to track the spread of
COVID-19, which has coincided
with increased public activity
amid warmer weather and eased
attitudes on social distancing.

A steady rise in cases in the
greater capital area over the past
few weeks has raised concern as
officials proceed with a phased re-
opening of schools, which began
with high school seniors last week.

France, Italy, Belgium

decide to stop usage
of HCQ for Covid-19

MATTHIAS BLAMONT
PARIS, MAY 27

FRANCE, ITALY and Belgium
acted to halt the use of hydroxy-
chloroquine to treat patients suf-
fering from COVID-19, the illness
caused by the new coronavirus,
amid questions about the safety
of the generic anti-malaria drug.

France on Wednesday can-
celled a decree allowing hospi-
tal doctors to dispense the med-
icine, while the Italian Medicine
Agency (AIFA) suspended autho-
risation to use hydroxychloro-
quine for COVID-19 outside clin-
ical trials.

Belgium’s medicine agency
warned against using the drug to
treat the virus any more except
within ongoing clinical registered
trials. It said trials aiming to eval-
uate the drug should also take
potential risks into consideration.

The sudden changes highlight
the challenge for governments as
they scramble to find ways to
treat patients and control a virus
that has spread rapidly around

the world over the past three
months, killing more than
350,000 and infecting millions.

It also illustrates at least a
temporary about-face for regu-
lators on a drug that at the outset
of the pandemic had been seen
asa promising treatment option.

The moves by three of the
countries hardest hit by coron-
avirus infections and deaths fol-
low a World Health Organisation
decision on Monday to pause a
large trial of hydroxychloroquine
due to safety concerns.

France’s cancellation, which
effectively bans the drug for
COVID-19, was confirmed by the
health ministry.

Italian health authorities
concluded that the risks, coupled
with little evidence hydroxy-
chloroquine was beneficial
against COVID-19, merited aban
outside of clinical trials.

“New clinical evidence on the
use of hydroxychloroquine in
subjects with SARS-CoV-2 infec-
tion...indicates an increased risk
for adverse reactions with little or
no benefit,” AIFA said. REUTERS

Spain begins 10 days of national mourning

THENEW YORKTIMES
NEW YORK, MAY 27

TEN DAYS of national mourning
for the victims of the coron-
avirus began on Wednesday in
Spain, the longest official
mourning period in the coun-
try’s modern history.

The government and the
royal family led a nationwide
minute of silence at noon, and
flags were lowered to half-staff
on all public buildings. Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez said the
momentwas a time for the coun-
try to show its collective sorrow
and to honour the tens of thou-
sands who died from the virus.

The major cities of Madrid
and Barcelona on Monday

People observe a minute of silence in Madrid, Wednesday. AP

caught up with the rest of the
country in easing lockdown
measures that had been gradu-
ally rolled out for weeks, and
Sanchez said he had waited to

start the official mourning pe-
riod until the whole country had
entered the first phase of return-
ing to public life.

The extended lockdown has

exacerbated political tensions
over the government’s handling
of the epidemic. The military po-
lice opened an investigation into
the government’s decision to al-
low some 120,000 people to
gather in  Madrid for
International Women’s Day on
March 8.

On Monday, Fernando
Grande-Marlaska, Spain’s interior
minister, fired the head of the mil-
itary police in Madrid for not in-
forming the government about
the investigation. To protest the
government's decision, another
senior police official resigned on
Tuesday. Speakingin Congress on
Wednesday, the leader of the
main opposition party called for
Mr. Grande-Marlaska to resign for
mistreating Spain’s police.

OTHER ToP GLOBAL STORIES :

protest,

US says Hong Kong no
longer has autonomy

AUSTINRAMZY,
TIFFANY MAY, AMY QIN
&EDWARD WONG
HONG KONG, MAY 27

THE PROTESTERS wanted to sur-
round the city’s government of-
fices, but a smothering police
presence forced them toabandon
thatplan. They tried to block traf-
fic in the financial district at
lunchtime, but the police pelted
the crowd with pepper balls. They
gathered in malls to chant protest
slogans, but were later rounded
upand herded on to police buses.

In all, the Hong Kong police
arrested more than 300 people
on Wednesday, including stu-
dents in their teens and early
20s, most on suspicion of unau-
thorized assembly.

Meanwhile, Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo announced on
Wednesday that he told Congress
that the State Department no
longer considered Hong Kong to
have significant autonomy under
Chinese rule, a move that indi-
cated that the Trump administra-
tion was likely to end some or all
of the US government’s special
trade and economic relations
with the territory.

Pompeo’s announcement
came the day before Beijing was
expected to pass a proposed na-
tional security law that would al-
low Chinese security agencies to
crack down on civil liberties in
Hong Kong. Pompeo has said

Ascuffle between protesters and police in Hong Kong. Reuters

that would be a “death knell” for
Hong Kong, which has had liber-
ties under a semiautonomous
system of governance that does
not exist in mainland China, in-
cluding freedoms of speech, the
press and assembly, as well as an
independent judiciary.
Antigovernment protests
have roiled this semiautonomous
Chinese city for months, but the
anger remains palpable. Protests
swelled again after Beijing an-
nounced last week that it would
impose national security laws
that democracy advocates fear
would target dissent. Grievances
over the use of force by the police
continue to burn. And a law that
would criminalise disrespect of
the national anthem has further
stirred fear over threats to Hong
Kong's cherished freedoms of
speech and expression. NYT

EXPLAINED

Impactontrade
would beablow

IFTHEUS decidestoend its
special trade ties with
HongKong —including by
imposing the same tariffs
that it does on mainland
China — it would be ama-
jor blow, as the island has
beenaglobal trade hub for
years now. Experts also
said it would have signifi-
cant impact on China, as
the countryreliesonHong
Kong'sstatusasahubtoin-
teract with other nations.

To SPACE, ONCE MORE

ASpaceX rocket ready to boost two NASA astronauts into orbit, the first launch of Americans
from the US in nearly a decade. Liftoff is set to happen Thursday from the same spot at Kennedy
Space Center where men flew to the moon and the last shuttle blasted off in 2011. Credit: NASA

Trump threatens
social media
shutdown after

fact-check label
on his tweets

SUSANHEAVEY &
NANDITABOSE
WASHINGTON, MAY 27

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump on
Wednesday threatened to regu-
late or shut down social media
companies for stifling conserva-
tive voices, a day after Twitter at-
tached a warning to some of his
tweets prompting readers to fact
check the president’s claims.

Without offering evidence,
Trump again accused such plat-
forms of bias, tweeting:
“Republicans feel that Social
Media Platforms totally silence
conservatives voices. We will
strongly regulate, or close them
down, before we can ever allow
this to happen.”

Trump’s threat to shut down
platforms like Twitter Inc and
Facebook was his strongest yet
within a broader conservative
backlash against Big Tech.

Twitter for the first time added
fact-checklabels on Trump tweets
after he made unsubstantiated
claims on Tuesday about mail-in
voting, attaching a blue exclama-
tionmarkalert to warn his claims
were false, having been debunked
by factcheckers. REUTERS

New Delhi

Larry Kramer, author
and outspoken AIDS
activist, dies at 84

DANIEL LEWIS
NEW YORK, MAY 27

LARRY KRAMER, the noted
writer whose raucous, antago-
nistic campaign for an all-out re-
sponse to the AIDS crisis helped
shift national health policy in the
1980s and '90s, died on
Wednesday morning in
Manhattan. He was 84.

His husband, David Webster,
said the cause was pneumonia.
Kramer had weathered illness
for much of his adult life. Among
other things he had been in-
fected with HIV, the virus that
causes AIDS, contracted liver dis-
ease and underwent a success-
ful liver transplant.

Kramer was a founder of the
Gay Men’s Health Crisis, the first
service organisation for HIV-pos-
itive people, in 1981. A year later,
he was a founder of a more mili-
tant group, Act Up (AIDS Coalition
to Unleash Power), whose street
actions demanding a speedup in
AIDS drugs research and an end
todiscrimination againstgay men
and lesbians severely disrupted
the operations of government of-
fices, Wall Street and the Roman
Catholic hierarchy.

Larry Kramer

“One of America’s most valu-
able troublemakers,” Susan
Sontag called him.

Even some officials Kramerac-
cused of “murder” and “genocide”
recognised his outbursts were
part of a strategy to shock the
country into dealing with AIDS as
apublic-health emergency.

In the early 1980s, he was
among the first activists to fore-
see that what had at first caused
alarm as a rare form of cancer
among gay men would spread
worldwide, like any other sexu-
ally transmitted disease, and kill
millions without regard to sex-
ual orientation. Under the cir-
cumstances, he said, “If you
write a calm letter and fax it to
nobody, it sinks like a brickin the
Hudson.” NYT
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International market data till 1900 IST

As flyers test p031tlve upon arrival, states look to tighten SOPs

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,MAY 27

EVEN AS most states have strict
quarantine and testing norms for
passengers arriving by domestic
flights, some like Delhi, Goa, etchad
comparatively easier standard op-
erating procedures (SOPs). Butnow
withsome passengers testing pos-
itive for coronavirus uponarrival, a
further clampdown of stance by
the states on free movement of air
passengers could be on the cards.
Goahasalready moved tocompul-
sorily test all arriving passengers,
unless they were able to producea
negative test-certificate.

Passengers from Mumbai arrive at Jay Prakash Narayan
International Airport in Patna on Wednesday. P11

As of early Thursday, as many
as four passengers, at least two of

which were asymptomatic, had
tested positive upon arrival. All

four of these travelled on the first
day of resumption of flight opera-
tions. Tuesday, India’s largest air-
line IndiGo reported a 24-yearold
person on its Monday flight from
Chennai to Coimbatore tested pos-
itive. Another passenger,a 50-year
old, on board an Alliance Air flight
from Delhi to Ludhiana was also
found positive on Tuesday. On
Wednesday, two passengers who
flew to Guwahati from
Ahmedabad on SpiceJet flights
alsoreported positive for the virus
upon arrival.

In Spicejet’s case, red-flags are
also being raised at the fact that
since one of the passengers was
flying from Ahmedabad to

GuwabhativiaDelhi, the passenger
should have been tested at Delhi
itself but wasn’t since there is no
mandatory testing for those arriv-
ing at the Delhi airport.

Since it opened its airport to
domestic passengers, the Goa gov-
ernment has changed its standard
operating procedures twice.
Earlier it had given three options
— either geta COVID negative test
certificate issued within 48 hours
prior to the date of arrival by a lab
authorised by ICMR or get test
doneattheairportforRs2000and
wait for results, or choose home
quarantine. With the number of
cases showing an increase, the
Government has now removed

INDEX CLOSES AT 31,605; RUPEE FALLS 5 PAISETO SETTLE AT 75.71

Ahead of F&0 expiry, Sensex jumps 996 pts
on positive global cues, EU stimulus package

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, MAY 27

LED BY bank stocks, markets on
Wednesday staged a staged a
strong rally on institutional
buying and positive global cues
despite the rising COVID infec-
tions and the slowdown in the
economy. The benchmark
Sensex rose 996 points, or 3.25
per cent, to 31,605.22 and the
NSE Nifty Index jumped 286
points to 9,314.95.

The benchmark indices
staged an intra-day rally in sync
with global cues amid expecta-
tions that European Union will
announce a stimulus package
ahead of the derivative con-
tracts expiry. “In spite of rising
number of infections, markets
expect slow return to normalcy,
when lockdown 4.0 ends this
week. All sectoral indices were
in the green and institutional
buying in banking stocks
helped the bank index gain by
over 7 per cent. The volatility is
expected to continue, ahead of
Thursday’s F&O expiry,” said

—— BRIEFLY —

Troyjois prez of
BRICS bank

Beijing: The New Develop-
ment Bank of the BRICS
countries on Wednesday ap-
pointed Marcos Prado
Troyjo,whoserved asBrazil's
Economy Minister, as the
new president. The Board
named Anil Kishora, of SBI,
vice president of the NDB.

NTPCtoforay

intodistribution

New Delhi: NTPC has decided
to foray in electricity distri-
bution business by evincing
interest to buy 51 per stake
in Anil Dhirubhai Ambani
Group's(ADAG)two utilities
inDelhi. PTI

Boeing cuts
12,000 jobs

New York: Boeing is cutting
more than 12,000 jobs
through layoffs and buyouts
asthe coronavirus pandemic
seizes the industry,and more
cuts are coming. AP

REC, TajSATS

tie up for meals

New Delhi: REC Ltd, through
itsCSRarm RECFoundation,
has partnered TajSATS, ajoint
ventureof [HCLand SATSLtd,
inamission todistribute spe-
cially-made meal packets to
medical staff in key govern-
ment hospitals as well as
poor daily wage labourers.

Sathe named
NHAI advisor

Mumbai: Nilesh Sathe, for-
mer Member of insurance
regulator IRDAI has taken
charge as Finance Advisor of
the National Highways
Authority of India(NHAI). He
will have a two-year term at
NHAL Sathe will help NHAI
to garner funds with long-
term tenures for road devel-
opmentin the country. ENS

EXPLAINED

Shift in sentiment
in the markets
e aboutrupee

THE MARKETS ignored advisories by rating firms and
investment banks about the contraction in the economy in
India and other major countries in the ongoing quarter.
Major Asian stock markets were mixed on Wednesday as
US-Chinese tension over Hong Kong competed with
optimism about recovery from the coronavirus pandemic.
Asshift in sentiment is quite visible in the markets, which is
likely to bode well for the rupee in near term.

Vinod Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.

ICICI Bank rose 8.97 per
cent, Kotak Mahindra 5.58 per
cent and SBI gained 4.76 per
cent. IT stocks led by TCS and
Infosys also gained ground.
Axis Bank soared 13.46 per cent
to Rs 387.35 on the BSE on re-
ports that private equity (PE)
firm Carlyle was looking to pick
around 8 per cent stake in the
lender.

The rupee depreciated 5
paise to settle at 75.71 against
the US dollar as market partic-
ipants were concerned about
rising tensions between the US
and China amid coronavirus
pandemic.

Analysts said the markets ig-
nored advisories by rating firms
and investment banks about
the contraction in the economy
in India and other major coun-
tries in the ongoing quarter.

Major Asian stock markets were
mixed on Wednesday as US-
Chinese tension over Hong
Kong competed with optimism
about recovery from the coron-
avirus pandemic. Benchmarks
in Shanghai and Hong Kong re-
treated after the White House
said a proposed national secu-
rity law might jeopardize the
Chinese territory’s status as a
global financial centre.
European stocks rose on
Wednesday, underpinned by
expectations that the European
Union will announce a massive
stimulus programme for the re-
gion’s recovery efforts, though
investors were keeping an eye
on simmering China-U.S. ten-
sions, said Deepak Jasani, Head
Retail Research, HDFC Securities

According to Ruchit Jain,
Senior Analyst, Angel Broking,
underperforming banking and
the NBFC space witnessed
sharp moves and were seen
taking the leadership to push
the benchmark higher.

With the broader markets
participating, there should be a
continuation of the upmove in

‘Economic situation worsened
after easing lockdown rules’

Economic situation worsened even after easing lockdown
guidelines, as per a consumer survey by Smart Power
India, a subsidiary of Rockefeller Foundation, comparing
conditions between the first and fourth phase of
lockdown to counter the coronavirus pandemic

87% of the respondents
stated approximately 1/5th
population in their villages
are severely impacted and
may not be getting

enough food

3% respondents stated the

severity of economic plunge
impacted more than 50% of
the village population

75% respondents reported
poor cash flow due to
economic slowdown, only 3%
respondents stated having
satisfactory cash flow due to

remittances

73% respondents observed a
significant decreasein
adoption of social hygiene
practices since Lockdown 1.0

18% respondents stated that
more than 50% populationin
their villages are not obeying
COVID-19-related social
hygiene

29% of total shops were
reported to have opened in
Lockdown 4.0 compared to
11% in Lockdown 1.0

Availability of essential items has improved significantly in
comparison to Lockdown 1.0. Only 8% respondents stated
poor availability of essentials items at village level

compared to 15% earlier

53% respondents reported
that they may need to borrow
money

70% respondents stated
deterioration in grid electricity
supply in mini grid villages of
UP and Bihar since Lockdown
1.0. UP grid supply has
improved from 12 hours/day to
15 hours/day, while in Bihar
grid supply reduced from 20
hours/day to 15.5 hours/day

Compiled by ENS Economic
Bureau

Source: Smart Power
India survey

Ola Electric buys
Dutch scooter
company Etergo

REUTERS
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

the near term towards 9,470-
9,500. “On the flipside, 9,200-
9,150 will now be seen as the im-
mediate support zone. We
continue with our advise for
traders to trade with a positive
bias and look for stock specific op-
portunities with good volumes as
such pockets have potential to
give decent returns,” he said.

On the rupee’s movement,
Sugandha Sachdeva, VP-
Currency Research, Religare
Broking, said, “A shift in senti-
ments is quite visible in the
markets which is likely to bode
well for the Indian rupee in
near term. Risk appetite has re-
turned to the markets and
there is lot of optimism as busi-
nesses reopen across major
economies. Nevertheless,
keeping gains in check are the
brewing tensions between the
US and China, rise in oil prices
and the greenback.

“Going ahead, rupee is likely
to find strong cushion at 76.60
mark, while it would be diffi-
cult for the domestic currency
to nudge past the level of
74.80.”

SBI simplifies
EMI moratorium
process, starts

notifying eligible
borrowers

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, MAY 27

STATE BANK of India has de-
cided to simplify the process of
extending the moratorium to
eligible borrowers without
waiting for their request.

“In line with recent RBI an-
nouncement on extension of
the moratorium on term loan
EMIs by another three months,
SBI has decided to extend the
moratorium by another 3
months in loan accounts of all
eligible customers without
waiting for their request,” the
bank said.

Besides, the bank has also
proactively reached out to all of
its eligible loan customers to
obtain their consent to stop
their standing instructions (SIs)
or NACH mandate for the EMIs
falling due in June, July and
August 2020.

Brazil puts onus on India to
‘balance’ world sugar market

HARISH DAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

A UNIT of SoftBank Group-
backed Indian ride-hailing com-
pany Ola will buy Amsterdam-
based electric scooter company
Etergo as part of its plan to lo-
cally build electric vehicles
(EVs), the company said on
Wednesday.

Ola Electric did not disclose
the amount it was paying to ac-
quire Etergo, which was last val-
ued at around 84 million euros
($92  million), according
toasource familiar with the deal.

Etergo’s scooters use swap-
pable, high energy density batter-
iesthatgive itarange of up to 240
Electric said it will begin EV pro-
duction work this year and plans
to launch its first electric scooter
in2021.

INDIA SHOULD implement a
more “ambitious” biofuel pro-
gramme that will help its sugar
mills to increase production of
ethanol and “balance the world
sugar market”, according to
Eduardo Ledo de Sousa, execu-
tive director of Brazilian
Sugarcane Industry Association
or UNICA.

The average ethanol blending
in gasoline (petrol) sold in India
is now only around 6 per cent
and expected toreach 10 per cent
by 2022. “That would reduce
your sugar production by 4 mil-
lion tonnes (mt), whichis also the
surplus in the global market to-
day. Last year, by producing more
ethanol, we took away 10 mt of
sugar from the world market, but

The average ethanol
blending in gasoline
(petrol) sold is now
only around 6 per cent
and expected toreach
10 per cent by 2022

for which it would have col-
lapsed,” Sousa said in an inter-
view to The Indian Express.
Brazil’s mills in 2019-20 -
the season there is from end-
April till November, as against
mid-October to May for India -
crushed 642.7 mt of sugarcane.
Only 35 per cent of the cane
juice from crushing was boiled
and crystallised to produce 29.6
mt of sugar. The balance 65 per
cent was fermented and dis-
tilled into ethanol, whose pro-

duction amounted to 35.6 bil-
lion litres. Indian mills, by con-
trast, crushed 301.18 mt of cane
to make 33.16 mt of sugar and
just 1.886 billion litres of ethanol
in 2018-19. For the current 2019-
20 season, sugar and ethanol
supplies are estimated at nearly
27 mt and 1.9 billion litres, re-
spectively. In Brazil, the average
ethanol blending in petrol is
about 48 per cent.

“All the 40,000-odd fuel sta-
tions in Brazil sell either gasoline
with 27 per cent ethanol blend
(E27) or pure ethanol (E100).
Most of our cars are flex-fuel ve-
hicles running both on E27 and
E100 (the tax on the gasoline
component makes the latter
cheaper at times). Evenin diesel,
we have 12 per cent ethanol
blending,” explained Sousa.

Fullreport on
www.indianexpress.com

the option of home quarantine
with everyone having to undergo
compulsory testing if they didn’t
have aCOVID-19 negative test cer-
tificate. Goa so far has 68 active
cases of which 31 are active.

Evenas the Centre announced
the restarting of domestic flight
operations witha two-day notice,
itfailed toextensively consult with
the states. Hours before the recom-
mencement of domestic flights,
airlines were informed of the de-
mands of certain states to operate
curtailed schedules thatled to can-
cellation of flights on the first day
itself.

An airline executive for a low-
cost carrier said: “We really wish

there was more communication
between the statesand the Centre.
As the situation continues to
evolve, there is a chance states
might look at further tightening
thenooseonair travel. Itis not fully
viable to begin with but the uncer-
tainty of this entire programme is
what even more troublesome”.
Even though on one hand, the
decision toimpose quarantines are
being looked at by state govern-
ments as essential measures to
contain the COVID-19 outbreak,
the aviation industry, globally,
deems it to be affecting air travel.
Speaking to reporters, the
International Air Transport
Association (IATA) Director

General and CEO Alexandre de
Juniac said: “I would also like to
highlighta growing concernonthe
quarantine measures that some
governments are putting in place.
One development is of particular
concern. That is the politicization
of quarantine measures”.

“Inresponse to the UK govern-
ment’s announced 14-day quar-
antine measures for all arrivals,
France announced that it would
do the same for arrivals from the
UK. Measures must be guided by
science, not politics. And tit-for-tat
quarantine measures are, frankly,
unacceptable,” de Juniac said.

(Withinputs from Smita Nairin
Panaji)

INTERVIEW WITH CHIEF ECONOMIC ADVISER

‘Significant uncertainty
about growth ... after Spanish
flu, recovery was V-shaped’

CHIEF ECONOMIC Adviser
KRISHNAMURTHY SUBRA-
MANIAN said it is difficult to
make a reliable estimate on
growth given the kind of uncer-
tainty resulting from effects of
COVID-19 pandemic. Inaninter-
view with SUNNY VERMA of The
Indian Express, he said consump-
tion of discretionary items like
cars and houses will get im-
pacted due to the uncertainty.
Edited excerpts:

What is your view on
economic growth? Many
economists are projecting
significant contraction for
India.

First thing to keep in mind is
thatthereis significant uncertainty
about growth and it’s useful to
keep in mind that in the month of
January, notasingle economistsor
analysts would have been able to
predict that global economy is go-
ingtogointoarecession, sothatil-
lustrates the uncertainty that pre-
vails in general about prediction.
And especially about predicting
amid the COVID pandemic be-
cause unlike an economic phe-
nomenon where one can say that
with some degree of certainty that
phenomenon may end at this
point in time, (but) this is prima-
rily a pandemic and so all re-
sponses, like the lockdown is af-
fectingeconomy. So uncertainty is
really about when will we have a
vaccine and whether this can be
administered toalarge number of
people across countries.

Given all this, it's very hard for
anybody to make a reliable esti-
mate. Also I will mention that be-
havioural economics talks about
this(bias), when we are in normal
times we continue to think we will
be in normal times, we don’t put
in enough probability for a black
swan event. And when we are in
black swan event, we continue
thinking we are going to be in a
black swan event, we do not put
enough probability on going back
to normal times. Here [ want to
point out about the Spanish flu
episode, which was a far more
devastating pandemic, (but) we
still had a V-shaped recovery.

So in this kind of event, it’s
not useful to debate on
whether we will have a U-
shaped, V-shaped recovery
because ultimately we don’t
know?

Again you can only use past

Chief Economic Adviser
Krishnamurthy
Subramanian. File

phenomenonasIwasreferring to
the Spanish flu pandemic that was
far more devastating one with al-
most 10 per centof the global pop-
ulation being impacted. In con-
trast,evennow, less than 1 percent
of the populationisimpacted. The
mortality rate of Spanish flu was
about 10 per cent, in contrast just
about 3.5 per centin the COVID.So
mortality rate is just about one
third of whatitwas in the Spanish
fluand the percentage of infected
population is about one by thirty
third (now),and yetin the Spanish
flu the economic recovery was V-
shaped one.

Much of the Atmanirbhar
Bharat package relies on
aggressive lending by the
banks and financial sector.
Will it not expose them to
higher non-performing
assets?

No.Keeping thatinmind, lot of
the lending has been guaranteed
by the government. Take the Rs 3
lakh crore loans to MSMESs, itis 100
per cent guaranteed by the gov-
ernment. It’s effectively like a risk
free loan, banks can write it like a
risk-free product compared to
them earning 3.5 per cent by put-
ting the fundsin reverse repo with
theRBI, whichisalsoarisk freein-
vestment. Here it’s like a risk-free
investment where they canearna
higher interest rate. It makes sense
for banks therefore to be able to
utilise this. If | remember right
about Rs 8.5 lakh crore was actu-
ally parked with the RBI's reverse
repo operations, which earns
abouta3.5 per cent. By giving 100
per cent guarantee, the loan has
been made completely risk free.

India’s growth story hasbeen

‘Google faces antitrust case
in India over payments app’

REUTERS
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

INDIA'S ANTITRUST body is look-
inginto allegations that Alphabet
Inc’s Google is abusing its market
position to unfairly promote its
mobile payments app in the
country, five sources familiar with
the case told Reuters.

The complaint was filed in
February and the Competition
Commission of India (CCI) has
kept the identity of the com-
plainant confidential, the first
source with direct knowledge of
the case said.

The complaint alleges the US
tech giant more prominently
showcases its Google Pay app in-
sideits Android app storein India,
giving it an unfair advantage over
apps of competitors which hurts
consumers, the source added.

Google did not respond to a

New Delhi

request for comment. Two of the
sources said the watchdog in-
formed Google about the case be-
ing filed a few days ago and the
company will respond in due
course.

Asource said the case filing is
currently being reviewed by sen-
ior CCI members. Typically in
such cases, Google will appear be-
fore the watchdog which will
then decide on the way forward.

The CCI can direct its inves-
tigations unit to conduct a wider
probe into the allegations, or
dismiss the case if it finds no
meritinit.

“Itisataconsideration stage,”
the source said. The CCI did not
respond to a request for com-
ment. This is Google’s third ma-
jorantitrustchallenge in India. In
2018, the CCI fined Google $21
million for “search bias”, but a
company appeal against that is

pending.
N

consumption-led, which has
been hit now. Does the
government need to do more
boost consumption?

See it’s important to under-
stand the nuanced relationship,
there are interdependencies be-
tween supply and demand, espe-
cially if you look at in the case of
Covid, it's basically MSMEs which
account for a large proportion of
employment. If you look at less
than 100 employees (companies)
and take that as the threshold, al-
most 85 per cent firms are MSMEs,
and they account for a large pro-
portion of employment. Now sup-
pose if these firms are not sup-
ported, and there has been a
decline in demand and because
they have to take care of their fixed
cost which they can’t change, so
theywill have to cutdown on their
variable cost and so there may be
animpact on employment.

When there is an impact on
employment, actually consump-
tionof even essentialitems can get
affected. Soby providing extensive
supporttothe MSMEs through the
various measures under the
Atmanirbhar Bharat scheme,
therefore ensuring that the impact
on unemployment is minimised,
the impact on demand is thereby
reduced toalarger extent.

It'simportant to keep in mind
these interdependencies, by tak-
ing care of the supply on the
MSME side, demand also, espe-
cially that of essentials items, is
also protected. Other point to re-
member is that when you think
of demand itself, across the world
spending on discretionary items
have decreased. I was reading a
very interesting article on
Walmart,(which says) people are
buying tops but people are not
buying bottoms, and because
when they are working from
home, on a teleconference, all
that matters s the top and not the
bottom, Walmart has found this
evidence. What this suggests is
that people are spending only on
whatis necessary and not on any
discretionary item. This is be-
cause there is uncertainty and
that uncertainty stems from the
pandemic and till the time the
uncertainty remains, consump-
tion, especially which requires a
lumpy investment like a car or a
house etc, people will not be in-
clined to make lumpy invest-
ments.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

Leo Puri to
replace Kalpana
Morparia as JP
Morgan chief for
South, SE Asia

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,MAY 27

JP MORGAN has appointed Leo
Puri chairman of JP Morgan South
and Southeast Asia. Puri will re-
place Kalpana Morparia and will
take charge in the first quarter of
calendar 2021.

Puri was earlier chief execu-
tive of UTI Asset Management
Company and Managing Director
of Warburg Pincus India. He has
alsoworked as senior partner and
co-head of Asia Financial Services
at McKinsey & Company. Murali
Maiya will become the new CEO
for South and South East Asia in
Q1 0of CY2021.

He will report to Filippo Gori,
CEO, Asia Pacific.
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THOSE MONTHS, THOSE MINUTES

Forced into an unprecedented lockdown, sport is staring at an
unfathomable despair. Indian athletes, though, have given the
country reasons to rejoice in the past.

Paddler SATHIYAN GNANASEKARAN tells SHASHANK NAIR how India
ended half a century of medal drought at the 2018 Asian Games.

— BRIEFLY ——

Elite athletes allowed
totrainoutdoors

Elite Indian athletes such as javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra and sprinter
Hima Das started outdoor training at
NIS Patiala on Wednesday. The SAl said
training, which also resumed at its
Bengaluru centre, took place in strict
compliance with the health guidelines
of the government and the Standard
Operating Procedure that was unveiled
last week. The senior men and
women’s Hockey team will resume
training on Monday. PTI

EPL clubs approve
resumption of
contact training

Premier League clubs voted unani-
mously on Wednesday to resume con-
tact training as the English top-flight
took a significant step towards restart-
ing in June. The Premier League was
puton hold in March due to the coron-
avirus pandemic, with Liverpool just
two wins away from sealing the title.
"Premier League shareholders today
voted unanimously to resume contact
training, marking another step towards
restarting the Premier League season,
when safe to do so," the league said in
astatement. AFP

BWF extends Games
qualification period

An extended qualification period for
the Tokyo Olympics will be introduced
next year and ranking points earned
at tournaments during the original
qualification phase will be main-
tained, the Badminton World
Federation (BWF)said on Wednesday.
With the COVID-19 pandemic disrupt-
ing the international calender, the
BWF was unable to complete the last
six weeks of its one-year qualifying pe-
riod, which ended on April 28. But
with the Tokyo Games postponed, the
governing body of badminton has de-
cided to extend the qualification pe-
riod to next year. PTI

SANDIPG
NEW DELHI, MAY 27

LATE LAST April, Magnus Carlsen, a calm man
of measured words, seemed unusually ani-
mated. “Truth be told, | wanted to crush him,”
he admitted, after a routine victory in the
eponymous Carlsen Invitational. Soon the
world champion’s vengeance turned into ap-
preciation of his vanquished opponent: “He’s
very, very slippery. Never underestimate him.
He is devilishly tricky.”

That slippery, devilishly tricky, can’t-un-
derestimate-opponent Carlsen was alluding
towas Alireza Firouzja (surname pronounced
asFiroz-jo),a scruffy 16-year-old from Iranwith
deep eyes and faint moustache, who had twice
punctured Carlsen’s aura of invulnerability in
the space of a fortnight.

Firstinamarathon 204-game one-minute
bullet match in early April and then in an
equally engrossing blitz game in the Banter
Cupaweeklater. The second defeat shook the
inscrutable Norwegian. He cracked and con-
fided: “It's really vexing. I'm just constantly
doubting myself and it’s all a total mess.”

Though this year has seen fissures emerge
in Carlsen’s game, the multi-format world
champion self-admonishing himself for “silly
mistakes” ever so often, the defeats to the
teenaged adversary was as mucharesult of his
erraticgame as anindication of Firouzja’s bris-
tling prowess.

A grandmaster at the age of 14, the sec-
ond-youngest player to reach the 2700 Fide
rating, the highest-ranked teenager in the
world, he won the Prague Masters in
February, joining a list of select few players
including Garry Kasparov, Bobby Fischer and
Carlsen to have triumphed at that prestigious
tournament while still a teenager. In the
Online Fide Nations Cup recently, he scalped
the established likes of Sergey Karjakin (with
black) and Levon Aronian.

Nowonder then that Firouzja has the chess
fraternity in his thrall. Recently, Grandmaster
Ivan Sokolov likened his rapid-game prowess
toayoung Viswanathan Anand for his speed of
thought and predicted that he can become
world champion one day. The latter, who had
defeated him withaslickendgame at the Tata
Steel Masters, reckons he’s one of the brightest

Prince of Persia

Firouzjais one of the rare players to unnerve Carlsen, and his immense potential has prompted France & US to pursue the Iranian champ

TATF STEEL

Alireza Firouzja at,14, won the Prague Masters in February, joining a list of select few players including Garry Kasparov,
Bobby Fischer and Magnus Carlsen to have triumphed at that prestigious tournament while still a teenager. FIDE

talents on the circuit. “He left me really im-
pressed and is very sharp. Him beating big
names should no longer be a surprise, and he
would get only better with more experience,”
the Indian said.

Bright future

America’s speed specialist Hikaru
Nakamura considers the Iranian as one of the
top three one-minute bullet chess players in
the world, alongside himself and Carlsen. Some
others compared his style to the late Mikhail
Tal, the legendary Soviet-Latvian grandmas-
ter. Suchis Firouzja's value and reputation that
athree-way tussle for acquiring his citizenship
is also simmering in the background.

Firouzjais asIranian, in features and tastes,
as he could be. His speaks Farsi with a typical
Northern Iran accent. In interviews to chess
websites, he frequently brings up references

of the rumbling Caspian Sea that lashes onto
his hometown, Babol, and the beautiful rain
and oranges back there. His favourite dishes
are tahchin and khoresh-e beh.

Yet, his ties with the local federation are
frayed, as it has banned Iranian players from
squaring off with Israelis. Since Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionin 1979, the country has refused to
recognise Israel.

However, refusing to play an opponent
on political grounds means expulsion from
the tournament, and since Israel has a fair bit
of chess contingent attending every tourna-
ment, such a diktat could hamper his career.

Firouzja and his father have already left Iran
and are currently living in Paris. The move, ini-
tially, was to furnish him more exposure and
easy access to other European chess destina-
tions, besides competing in the competitive
Frenchleague. Recently, he admitted toa web-

site that he could turn out for France: “I will
probably play for France from now on, given
that is where I live.” The French Chess
Federation, meanwhile, is eagerly awaiting a
firm ‘yes’ from Firouzja.

Offers galore

Not just France, he could also end up at St
Louis in the US, receiving special coaching from
Kasparov and fuelling US billionaire Rex
Sinquefield’s dream of another American
world champion after Fischer. The retired fin-
ancier and politician, the biggest benefactor of
American chess, had paid for the transfer of
Fabiano Caruana from Italy and Wesley So
from the Philippines in the past. Could Firouzja
be the next?

BackinBabol, though, his childhood coach
Mohsen Sharbaf, hopes the federation would
solve the impasse and Firouzja would repre-

sent the country of his birth. “We can’tlet such
atalented player, easily the best we have pro-
duced, slip through our hands. It will be a
shame for us,” he says.

He first saw his ward when he was 9, dur-
inganinter-club chess competition, butitwas
while watching a football match that he re-
alised his genius for the first time.

“Barcelona was playing some other team,
and he was like correctly predicting the pas-
sage of the game, like this person would pass
the ball to that person, and he would do this
and that, and so on. I was really amazed be-
cause guessing the moves in football is tough
even for elders. His mind was super-comput-
ing, and I realised he has great potential,”
Sharbaf recollects.

Going the extra yard

The potential, obviously, was chiselled by
hours in front of the chessboard and laptops.
“Evenwhen he was 10-11, he used to tune into
all the big games around the world.

He used to come up with interesting ob-
servations, and then there was a game be-
tween two grandmasters wherein he pointed
out where one of them had made a mistake
and offered a solution in minutes. He was a
chess maniac. Before local tournaments, he
used to practise 3-4 days without too much
sleep. He mightlook very sleepy, but still made
the right moves,” says the coach.

Firouzja once innocently admitted that he
sometimes spends a whole day practising.
“Since the only thing I think about is chess,
maybe it's the whole day, maybe days, until [
get that perfect move.”

The president of the Chartres club where
he trains in Paris, Francois Gilles, concurred.
“He’s an exceptional talent, very strong tacti-
cally and mentally. Works his bum off, and I
havelittle doubt that he isaworld championin
the making.”

Agrees Sharbaf, though he admits his ward
is far froma finished product. While he excels
in faster games, the results decided more by
instinct and reaction than patience and per-
severance, he needs to tighten his classical
game, he reckons. “Then he could challenge
Carlsen,” he says.

Like he already has in the shorter ver-
sions, where he has got under the world
champion’s skin.
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9 Changinga flat could be 3 Remembered and rang fora Sun-Moon angle
ruinous (5) baby-sitter? ’
10 Mother repeatedly passes (6,2,4) Howevgz I, thope you
: A appreciate a challenge,
round the hat for an Asian 4  Distant meteor destroyed because there is almost no
teacher (7) (6) ) indication that life will be easy
11 Goesaheadandplaysthestar 6  Turnerappearsinthe Scala ;
part(5.34) Theatre(5) and straightforward. The
"~ trouble is that nobody is
13 Regards as fun for the 7  Nosedentary status saying exactly what t¥ley
children (6) (8) mean, least of all you
14 Hitonanadvertising catch 8  Supporters who arouse ! :
phrase (6) enthusiasm (12) CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
17 ;l'ral)'lsportforasmall charge 12 Allt())w no op(er;ings for HOW 2 YOl THINK ALL THE EIGS M YOI SEET I'VE Tk Whether you or
12 substitutes (8 L GO LT &OT someone else should
20 Profitinawaywhenin 15 Alineingold showing age ¥ 5’ EE,E EL Ecr;_i DT'D ﬂ%lﬁﬂ!fig "I:'_"rﬂﬂ QAH'I-_::: E %ﬁ'ﬁ Eﬁﬂ I“E @ take theleadisa
opposition (7) (43) moot point. Perhaps
21 Callup the day before about 16 Fatgoat?(6) SLass i P | you each have your own area of
sanction (5) 18  Show some response N expertise, and the correct

22 Sound sense of position
(4)

23 Actsas chairman but shows 19

(5)

concerning part of the play

Raise the pace for favourites

[=E LTS, RESRSPR R P S T F R

solution could be a sensible
division of labour. Play it by ear,
and wait until all the facts have

partiality in advance? (8) 4) q fallen into place.

N LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Solutions Crossword 4128: Across: 1Fleshpots, 8 Hymen, 9 Maestro, 10 Angela, 11 E You may know by
Chaise, 12 Reporter, 15 Nineteen, 18 Kneels, 20 Triple, 21 Missive, 22 Where, 23 E now that all was not
Reversals. Down: 2 Leash, 3 Siskin, 4 Perverse, 5 Shinto, 6 Amnesty, 7 One across, 11 | hat d
Chinatown, 13 Penknife, 14 Infidel, 16 Teller, 17 Versus, 19 Level. i whatitseemed.

There is no reason
why you should become
disillusioned or cynical, but
you ought to weigh up the

JUMBLED WORDS ” options very carefully and
Difficulty Level 2s - attempt to come to a realistic
Instructions o alali N L solution. It's difficult, | know,
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle, — - H '; R BlEBE 2 914 9. F butyou neeq to ta}ke other
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get everydigitfrom1t0 9 5 ] T i C : - people’s feelings into account
the answer for the given quip. I\ mustappearin each of the 1 = “EI ] ] ? 5 B E' 2] 2 L as well.
___pays, butitdoesn’t seem to pay enough to suit some people - Kin Hubbard (7) g nine vertical columns, in B 1 . g JiT'Blald FIBE I3 & VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep23)
< each of the nine horizontal i 7] 3 a g 5alz1ialz 4 o Children, or any
CRVEO BDEONY -} rows andin each of the 1 1 =) o ’ younger person in
.I X nine boxes. | 6 | n 12 ald 2517 8.5 your care, could be
- o . | increasingly
8 8 3 1 % B 7T 416821513 demanding. You won’t get
ATYST ELRRUH D | DifficultyLevel 3 5 = T B:Z2|25lal1 8.4 anywhere by trying to keep
(7)) _ e i g = i= : = thelid onasthereisa
- 1s=Veryeasy; 2s=Easy; g2 o | 4 9T BBl ZT 2 great deal of surplus energy,
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard; - 1 +— -l a3 g qlz 7 aleg s 8 some of it emotional, to be
— Ss=VeryHard; 6s= Blri4d 5§ (@) released. Offer constructive
uny - 9jdoad awos 31ns 03 y3noua Aed 03 Waas 1,usa0p 313nq ‘shed A1saUOH :1omsuy Genius " support instead.
YATINH ‘ANOAAE ‘ALSYL YIAO0D :NOLLN10S

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

If you experience a
@ welland good. The

planets are indeed
you thought had been dealt
with, perhaps eighteen months
youwon't repeat the same
mistakes, and that hastobea
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)

The best thing you
@ engage in serious

discussions.
to be made, and they're not
going to happen by
ask stupid questions — they're
not as silly as you think. And
pleasantly surprising.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov
9 If your own finances

are in a mess it may
idealistic by half. You would do
very well to listen to other
sagacious planets, the Sun and
Mercury, can offer you some
Mind you, you don’t have to
take it.

The Moon is on your
@ side, so nobody and

prevent you from
clinching a deal while the tide is
favour. But keep space for future
changes and adaptations. The
must be kept fully informed and
up todate.

Something is
@ happening behind

may be frankly
disturbing,. If I told you to
might not do much good ata
time when your imagination is
make a point of relying on the
facts, just for a change.

Your stars again
@ speak about a social

perhaps some
organisational duty. You may
will mind if you feel you have
toreduce the burden which
You never know - some
helpful souls might offer

sense of deja vu, all
leading you back to a situation
ago. At least this time around,
good thing.
candonow is
Practical arrangements need
themselves. Don’t be afraid to
the answers might be
24-Dec22)
be because you're too
people who, guided by those
extremely sound advice.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
nothing must
running so strongly in your
golden rule is that partners
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
the scenes which
separate fact from fantasy it
so strong. Perhaps you should
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
commitment,
feel hard-pressed, but nobody
falls on your shoulders.
their assistance.
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NEXA

$ MARUTI SUZUKI

NEXA IS NOW OPEN.

A safe experience awaits you.

At NEXA, we create experiences around the
needs of our customers. That's why we
want to assure you that your safety is our
priority. We're strictly adhering to the
protocols recommended by the
government. So that nothing stops you
from enjoying experiences that inspire.
Book your showroom appointment today.

NEXA

SAFETY

FIRST

g p— NS ﬂ ]
f"rlb'\. -__ a L—.—. .

Scan the QR Code to experience the world of NEXA.

& REESATTEE=

ROBUST SAFETY MEASURES:

=NESTPEREE.

e N\ 4 N\ 4 N\ 4 N\ 4 N\
- — ®

Tl

&

- J \- J - | J - J

Disinfectant dispensers
are installed.

NEXA KAROL BAGH = = NEXA DWARKA SECTOR 14 NEXA MOTI NAGAR
CO ntact us at DD MOTORS t4J=] COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES COMPANY  AAA VEHICLEADES PVT. LTD.
PH: 9081900800 =a PH: 8860011600 PH: 8448993400
NEXA GOKULPURI NEXA PREET VIHAR NEXA AKSHARDHAM
O CJ VIPUL MOTORS PVT. LTD. TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES FAIRDEAL CARS so RANA MOTORS
PH: 9870194313 PH:7290091122 PH: 9999525161 =a PH: 7289999111
NEXA LAJPAT NAGAR NEXA OKHLA PHASE 1 NEXA IMT MANESAR 2
o o BAGGA LINK MOTORS PREM MOTORS PLATINUM MOTO CORP ‘E‘ MOTORCRAFT SALES
PH: 9818199367 PH: 011-42900000, 7065074531 PH: 9953345344 =
NEXA SOHNA ROAD NEXA SECTOR 62 NEXA IDC SEC 14
i COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES VIPUL MOTORS PREM MOTORS RANA MOTORS
WWW.neXanperlenCe.COm PH: 0124-2877000, 7290025353 PH: 9205899706 PH: 124-4440000, 7065074501 PH: 8585991111

NOW YOU CAN ALSO BOOK ONLINE

Regular cleaning of
showrooms and equipment
with disinfectants.

Robust measures
for test drives.

Every RM wears a
face mask and a pair
of gloves.

Disclaimer: Image is for representation purpose only. The New S-Cross is coming soon.

JAGMOHAN AUTOMOTIVES PVT. LTD. MAGIC AUTO

P NEXA GT KARNAL ROAD

NEXA RAJIV CHOWK GURGAON

NEXA WEST PUNJABI BAGH NEXA DWARKA SECTOR 9 NEXA RAJOURI GARDEN
PH: 7290055667 PH: 9999525750
NEXA WAZIRPUR NEXA ROHINI SECTOR 10
COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES SAYA AUTOMOBILES LTD.

PH: 9582668646 PH: 9582777477
NEXA MEERUT ROAD 2 NEXA NIT NEXA FARIDABAD CENTRAL
ROHAN MOTORS LTD. = BVAAUTO

PH: 9599040601 = PH: 1294121212

NEXA SOHNA NEXA DELHI ROAD
PASCO AUTOMOBILES DINCO 4 WHEELS LLP
PH: 7082100301

PH: 9899961000

TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES

NEXA MATHURA ROAD
PASCO AUTOMOBILES PASCO AUTOMOBILES
PH: 9999120572

NEXA JANAKPURI NEXA MAYAPURI NEXA GHAZIPUR
DD MOTORS KRISH AUTOMOTORS MAGIC AUTO
PH: 9081900800 PH: 7838555076 PH: 8929400503

NEXA PITAMPURA NEXA GREEN PARK
KRISH MOTORS =¥=| TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES
PH: 7838555047 &S PH: 7290099520

NEXA MG ROAD
PH: 9711290001
NEXA SECTOR 63 NEXA SECTOR 10 é =
VIPUL MOTORS FAIR DEAL CARS i
PH: 9599814775 PH: 9953993450 S =

NEXA DILSHAD GARDEN
COMPETENT AUTOMOBILES A REVOLUTIONARY
PH: 8377007962
NEXA KAILASH COLONY WAY TO CONNECT
RANA MOTORS

NEXA GOLF COURSE ROAD
TR SAWHNEY AUTOMOBILES

NEXA IND AREA GREATER NOIDA
ROHAN MOTORS .
PH: 8744000600 ADvANCED TELEMATICS soLuTion > Vehicle Alerts

*Features and accessories shown may not be part of standard fitment. Black Glass Shade on the vehicle is due to the lighting effect. Images used are for illustration purposes only. Offers vary across variants. Maruti Suzuki India Limited reserves the right to discontinue offers without notice.

A contactless delivery
of car will be arranged
during this period.

N\
TO YOUR CAR
PH: 9999788386 Q » Vehicle Tracking
o o » Emergency Alert

suzuxi » Driving Behaviour Analysis

Co n n e C t » Live Vehicle Status

PH: 9999525740

Offered separately as Genuine NEXA Accessory

New Delhi
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