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ALAKASAHANI
MUMBAI,MAY27

■Eachcrewmembermustwear
a triple-layermedicalmaskand
glovesduring theentire shoot.
■Avoidhandshakes,hugs,kisses
andotherphysical greetings.
■Sharingofcigarettesshouldbe
stoppedonsets/offices/studios.
■2-metredistancebetweencol-
leaguesmustbemaintained.
■Avoidcrewandcastmembers
over 60 years of age for at least
threemonths.
THESEAREsomeofthe“gen-

eral practices” in the 37-page
“new working protocol” sug-

gestedbytheProducersGuildof
India, to be implementedwhen
the entertainment industry re-
sumesshooting.
Thisdocument,releasedtwo

days after a video conference of
some of the stakeholders with
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on Friday,
suggests steps tobeadopted for
contagion prevention during
shoots.
In its “Prepare to Prevent”

section, it talks about carrying
out a daily drill with the entire
staff regarding precautions so
that it becomes a habit; asking
crew, artists and participants to
report 45 minutes before the

shoot;makingfloormarkingsso
that peoplemaintain social dis-
tancing; and giving priority to
portable chairs over standard
benches, amongothers.
Thesuggestionsalsoinclude

possible arrangements for
bathing; portable wash-basins
in all operational clusters; and
dedicatedhelp toensure saniti-
sation and on-set hygiene (re-
ferred toas “Anti-Covidboys”).
A key component of the

guidelinesisthe“hairandmake-
up”protocol.Itrecommendssin-
gle-use or disposable items;
cleaningofhairwigs/extensions
beforeandafteruse;useofown
make-up; and, most impor-

tantly,usingafaceshield, rather
thanamask, oncemake-uphas
beenapplied.Thisapart,hairand
make-up personnel will wear
masksandgloves,whichwillbe
mandatory during the entire
shoot.
Theguildhasalso suggested

that production units should
avoid crewmembers above the
ageof60yearsforthreemonths
fromthedateofshooting,asand
when it starts.
Althoughtheguildhasmade

these guidelines public, some
other film organisations have
submittedtheirownSOPs(stan-
dardoperatingprocedure)tothe
government, while others are

stillworkingon it.
Speaking to The Indian

Express, actor Amit Bahl, senior
joint secretary of Cine and TV
Artists Association (CINTAA),
said: “Wehave already submit-
tedourrecommendationsalong
with SOPs of 20 countries re-
garding restarting production
work. This includes the one
framed by America’s Screen
ActorsGuild (SAG).”
T P Aggarwal, president of

the Indian Motion Picture
Producers’Association(IMPPA),
saidtheguild'sguidelinesdonot
addressall theconcernsofmid-
dle-rung and small producers.
“The guild has producers who

make big-budget movies. We
will be looking at the concerns
ofproducersofsmallerprojects.
Wewill suggest a reduction in
the fees of actors, technicians,
andworkers,”hesaid.Lastweek,
IMPPAhadappealed to thepro-
ducerstoclearallpendingdues.
Somekeyconcernsarewait-

ingtobeaddressedevenastalks
among various stakeholders
seem to have intensified to re-
sumeproductionwork.“Weare
still figuring out whowill bear
theonusofmedicalclaimincase
someone falls sick during a
shoot. In principle, we have
agreedto try forbulk insurance.
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ShammiKapoor (left)withdirectorVijayAnandonthesetof
the1966filmTeesriManzil. Theproducers'guildwants
peopleonfilmsets tobeat least2metresapart, andtonot
sharecigarettes, amongother things. ExpressArchive

No hugs & kisses, masks, gloves for all: Film, TV shoot guidelines
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SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,MAY27

ONTHEdayBeijingstruckacon-
ciliatory tone with Delhi over
tensionsalongtheLineofActual
Control saying the “border area
situation is overall stable and
controllable", US President
Donald Trumpgave it a newdi-
mension bywading inwith an
offer to mediate between the
twocountries.
“We have informed both

India and China that theUnited
States is ready, willing and able
tomediateorarbitratetheirnow
raging border dispute. Thank
you!” Trump tweeted
Wednesday.
Therewasno immediate re-

sponse from the Ministry of
External Affairs. In the past, the
USPresidenthas offered tome-
diate between India and

Pakistan over Kashmir, but this
isthefirsttimethathehasmade
suchanoffer to IndiaandChina,
referring to the LAC situation as
a“ragingborderdispute”.
On July 22 last year, Trump

mentioned for the first timehis
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Nepal govt defers Bill on
new map, Indian officials
say larger debate is on
YUBARAJGHIMIRE&
SHUBHAJITROY
KATHMANDU,NEWDELHI,
MAY27

THENEPALgovernment’smove
tobringinaconstitutionamend-
mentBill togivelegalsanctityto
itsnewmapfollowinga territo-
rial spatwith Indiahasbeende-
ferred for the timebeing.
OnWednesday, the govern-

ment of Prime Minister K P
Sharma Oli failed to table the
scheduledBill inNepal’s parlia-
ment owing to differences
withintherulingpartyandmore

time being sought by themain
Opposition.
In New Delhi, government

sourcessaidSouthBlockis“care-
fully following” the develop-
ments in Nepalwhere a “larger
debate” isunderway.
“Border issues are sensitive

bynatureandrequire trustand
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

THEUSPresident’s
tweetandBeijing’s com-
ments reflect the realisa-
tion thatadiplomatic
solution is theonlyway
forward to resolve the
Sino-Indianborder
standoffwhentheworld
isbusy fightingapan-
demic.Much isat stake
for the twoeconomies,
anddiplomatic channels
havebeenopenedtode-
escalate thesituation.

Opening
diplomatic lines

TENSIONSOVERSITUATION INLADAKH

First time,Trumpwades into India-China;
Beijingsaysbordersituationcontrollable
Capableof resolving issuesproperly throughdialogueandconsultation:ChineseForeignMinistry

An anguished lullaby, fights for seats,
water: 24 hours on a Shramik Special

AFIRST-PERSONACCOUNT

OfficialswearingprotectivesuitscarrythebodyofapassengerwhowasfounddeadinaShramikSpecialtrainfromMumbai, in
Varanasi,Wednesday.AtleastsixpersonsonShramikSpecialswerefounddeadatdifferentstationsinUttarPradesh.PTI PAGE8

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI,MAY27

ASAshare, thenumberofCovid
patientsneedingtreatmentmay
still be low but the concern is a
growing one — paying private
hospitalbillsamidloomingeco-
nomic distress and uncertainty
overcourseof treatment.
As of last week, less than 15

percentofactiveCovidcasesre-
quired hospitalisation. Of those
in hospital, just 2.25 per cent
needed admission in the
Intensive Care Unit (ICU); 1.91
per cent required oxygen, and
just0.004percentrequiredven-
tilatorysupport.
But these numberswill rise

asthecaseloadmovesupandin
cities, especiallyhotspots,more
patients knock on doors of pri-
vatehospitals.
TheIndianExpressscrutinised

detailedbillsofsixCovidpatients
admitted in top private hospital
chains in Delhi, Mumbai, and
Kolkata and found two striking
trends:thosewithcomorbidities

end upwith heftier bills; and,
second, with no specific treat-
ment or drug available, the cost
of drugs and PPE of staff consti-
tute thebiggestvariable.
ThebillsrangefromRs2.6 lakh

for a six-day stay toRs16.14 lakh
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

SC to Govt: Why can’t
pvt hospitals provide
free Covid treatment
ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI,MAY27

THE SUPREME Court
Wednesday sought to know
“why can’t private hospitals,
given land free of cost, treat
Covid-19patients for free”.
Seeking a reply from the

Centre on a PIL which sought
“cost-related regulations for
treatmentof Covid-19patients
atprivate/corporatehospitals”,
the bench of Chief Justice of
India S A Bobde and Justices A
S Bopanna andHrishikesh Roy
asked it to identify hospitals
which could treat these pa-
tients free or at very nominal
cost.
HearingapleabySachinJain,

anadvocate,thebenchobserved
thatmanyprivatehospitalshave
been given land either free of

cost or at a very nominal cost,
and that “these charitable hos-
pitalsshouldtreatthemforfree”.
Solicitor General Tushar

Mehta,appearingfortheCentre,
submitted that the question in-
volves a policy issue and will
have to be decided by the gov-
ernment.Hesaidhewilltakein-
structions.
Last month, the Supreme

CourthadorderedthatCovid-19
testing should be free inprivate
laboratories.Followingpetitions
by laboratories, thecourtmodi-
fied its order and clarified that
thebenefitwillbeavailableonly
to those covered under the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana(PMJAY)andtoanyother
economicallyweakersectionsas
may be notified by the govern-
ment.
In his plea, Jain referred to

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

LOCKDOWN
DAY

64

CONCERN
BIHAR: Slight fall in
numbers in the last
two days but still
the fastest growing
state in the top 10.

CAUTION
TELANGANA: Very
slow growth, over
25 days doubling
time, but no testing

transparency.

A GLIMMER
GUJARAT: Large
case load, but has
the slowest growth
rate among the top
10 states now.

KEYSTATES
TOWATCH
■Maharashtra
■Gujarat
■Delhi
■TamilNadu
■Bihar
■WestBengal

TOTAL
CASES
54,758
14,829
15,257
17,728
2,968
4,009

DOUBLING
RATE**
12.62
24.84
15.43
13.90
7.17
16.28

SURGEIN
24HRS
2,091
361
792
646
231
193

7-DAYAVG.
GROWTH*

5.70%
2.90%
4.67%
5.18%
10.04%
4.42%

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

CASES:
1,51,767

RECOVERED:64,425 |DEATHS:4,337
TESTS:32,42,160 |DOUBLINGRATE: 13.97**

*CompoundedDailyGrowthRateover last7days **Calculatedover7-daygrowth

BasedondailydatabyCentre, ICMR, stategovernments

International Women’s
Health Day Special
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WARRIORS
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ANILSASI
NEWDELHI,MAY27

ASTEADYrecoveryinelectricity
demand, which picked up pace
afterMay 10, offers the first de-
finitive indicator of the gradual
returntonormalcyfollowingthe
extended lockdown.

After a sudden plunge nine
weeksago,electricitydemandis
nowwithintouchingdistanceof
thecorrespondingfiguresforlast
year.
In fact, Tuesday's peak de-

mand figure — the highest
power demandmet during the
day—actually crossed the level
of lastyear,thefirsttimethishas

happenedsinceMarch22.
Themore-relevant 'energy

met' figureforMay26—anindi-
cator of overall electricity con-
sumption — was marginally
shortofthefigureclockedonthe
sameday last year, according to
thelatestdatacompiledbystate-
owned grid manager Power

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

PANAND
HYDERABAD,MAY27

“ONCE THE train crosses into
Telangana,KCR(ChiefMinisterK
ChandrashekarRao)will giveus
beerandbiryani,”saidamigrant
labourersittingnexttomeonthe
Surat-WarangalShramikSpecial
train. I laughed, others laughed

too.Itwasfunny,thewayhesaid
it.Bythen,ithadbeenaround14
hours since we set off from
Udhna station near Surat, and
mostof ushadbarelyeaten.The
thought of home, biryani and
beer liftedourspirtsbriefly.
I am from Hyderabad and

have been studying Political
Science at Central University of
Gujarat in Gandhinagar.When

the lockdown happened, our
campus shut down and most
peopleleft,exceptforsomeofus
in hostels. Mealswere always a
problem as the canteen was
closed. Finally, three of us from
Telangana—abatchmate,aPhD
studentandI— decidedtoleave.
Weapproachedthenodalof-

ficer in Gandhinagar andman-
agedtoget slots forMay23ona

special train fromUdhna,asub-
urbof Surat, toWarangal.
At5.45amonMay23,weleft

ourhostel.TheDistrictCollector
ofGandhinagarhadarrangedfor
a vehicle to take us to
Ahmedabad. From there, five
others joined us and we were
sent to Udhna, wherewewere
tobescreenedandgiventickets

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
SHIMLA,MAY27

LEAVING THE ruling BJP red-
faced in Himachal Pradesh, the
party'sstatepresident,DrRajeev
Bindal, resigned from the post
Wednesday,“onthebasisofhigh
moral grounds”, amidacorrup-
tionprobeintotheprocurement
of medical supplies by the gov-
ernment for the Covid pan-
demic.
Bindal, 65, was Speaker of

the State Assembly until
January, when he was picked
by BJP national president J P
Nadda to head the party in the
state. His resignation comes a
week after the vigilance and
anti-corruption bureau ar-
rested the director of health
services, Dr A K Gupta, follow-
ingaprobe intoanaudioclip in
which two men are purport-
edly heard discussing the han-

dover of Rs 5
lakh.
The 43-sec-

ond clip had led
the Opposition
Congress to tar-
get the govern-
ment, with the
party's state in-
charge Rajni
Patil alleging
that the person
heard “offering

the bribe” is a “ruling party
leader”.
Former BJP CM Shanta

Kumar said the alleged scam
made himwant to “bow one's
head inshame”.
Bindal, however, denied any

link to thecase, andsaid thathe
hadresignedsothattheprobeis
“notinfluencedinanyway”.The
BJP said in a statement that
Naddahadacceptedtheresigna-
tion.
“Recently,anaudioclipofthe

director of health serviceswent
viral followingwhich the state
governmenttookpromptaction
andthedirectorwasbookedand
arrested, and investigation by
vigilance bureau is on.
Meanwhile, fingers were
pointed at theBJP in an indirect
way by some people,” Bindal
said inhis resignation letter.
Recounting the relief work

being undertaken by his party
during the pandemic, Bindal
said:“Because IamtheBJPstate
president and we want this

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Himachal BJP
chief resigns
amid Covid
‘bribe’ probe

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

NepalPrime
MinisterKP
SharmaOli

WORLD

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,MAY27

EXPRESSING STRONG reserva-
tions against the use of public
money to acquire and convert
privatepropertiesintomemori-
als, the Madras High Court
Wednesday declared the niece
and nephew of former Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister and
AIADMK founder, the late J
Jayalalithaa,asClassII legalheirs

of herproperty.
The ruling

comes days af-
ter theAIADMK
state govern-
ment passed an
ordinance to
take temporary
possession of
Veda Nilayam,
Jayalalithaa's
Poes Garden
residence in
Chennai, to es-
tablish the
Puratchi

Thalaivi Dr J Jayalalithaa
Memorial Foundation.
Adivisionbenchof JusticeN

Kirubakaran and Justice Abdul
Quddhoseheldthatthegovern-
ment cannot acquire Veda
Nilayamwithout theconsentof
the legal heirs, but suggested
that it couldutilise thehalf-acre
property, valued at over Rs 100
crore,as theofficial residenceof
thestateChiefMinisterandcon-
vertaportion intoamemorial.
At the same time, the bench

allowed an application filed by
Jayalalithaa's niece J Deepa and
nephewJDeepak,andgranteda
letter of administration to the
siblings for administering the

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Madras HC
rules on Jaya
home: nephew,
niece legal heirs

Stategovt
wantedto
takeover
herPoes
Garden
residence

DrRajeev
Bindal

Heat wave, restart of industrial activity push
power demand close to last year’s levels

PRIVATECOST

THEDAILY
COVID TAB
SometypicalCovid
proceduresandcost

■Roomrent:
Rs3,000-Rs10,000

■Consultation:
medicine, criticalcare
andcardio,Rs7,000

■Tests for
infection/immunity:
Rs18,000

■PPEkits:Rs5,500

■Drugs:uptoRs13,000

■Comorbiditieshike
thebill

Rs 3-16 lakh: in Covid
bills, drug cost, PPE
are main unknowns

New Delhi
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Nepal defers Bill
confidencetoberesolvedtomu-
tual satisfaction.We note that
there is a larger ongoing debate
onthismatter inNepal. Itunder-
linestheseriousnessofthisissue.
Italsodemonstratesthevaluebe-
ingattachedtorelationsbetween
NepalandIndia,”sourcessaid.
India’snewroadfromDhar-

chula to Lipulekh as part of
Mansarovar Yatra route an-
gered the Oli government
which came out with a new
map,addingto itanareaof370
sq km at the tri-junction of
Nepal, India and China (Tibet)
that Indiaclaims is its territory.
A constitution amendment

Billwasnegotiatedtolegitimize
the alteration or addition of
Kalapani, Lipulekh and
Limpiyadhuratothenewmap–
whenitpromulgated itsconsti-
tution on September 20, 2015,
Nepal said the country’s area
and sizewould be as shown in
themappublishedontheday. A
constitution amendment re-
quires a two-thirds majority
vote.Thegovernmentisshortof
nine parliamentarians in the
275-member House of
Representatives.
Asectionoftherulingcoalition

ledby formerPMPushpaKamal
Dahal‘Prachanda’,co-chairmanof
therulingparty,issaidtohavead-
visedPrimeMinisterOlitogoslow
ontheissue.
In themeantime, themain

Opposition Nepali Congress,
which has 63members in the
House of Representatives,
soughtmore time toenable the
“party central committee” to
take a considered stand on the
territorial issue. Party
spokesman Bishwa Mohan
Sharma, however, said it was
committed to support the gov-
ernmentontheterritorial issue.
Two Terai-centered parties,

Samajbadi Janata Party and
Rastriya Janata Party, have been
negotiatingwiththegovernment
tohavetheirdemands,including
amore liberal approach on citi-
zenship, adoptedalongwith the
constitutionamendmentBill.
Kathmandu’smove to come

outwithanewmaphasledtodis-
quietinDelhi.
OnMay20,AnuragSrivastava,

spokespersonfor theMinistryof
ExternalAffairs,said:"TheGove-
rnmentofNepalhasreleasedare-
visedofficialmapofNepal today
that includesparts of Indian ter-
ritory. This unilateral act is not
basedonhistorical factsandevi-
dence. It is contrary to thebilat-
eralunderstandingtoresolvethe
outstanding boundary issues
through diplomatic dialogue.
Suchartificialenlargementofter-
ritorialclaimswillnotbeaccepted
byIndia.”

HP BJP chief
alleged corruption to be thor-
oughlyprobedand so that there
isnopressureofanykindandthe
probe is not influenced in any
way, I amtenderingmy resigna-
tionkeeping inmindhighmoral
grounds. It is to be kept inmind
thatIamonlyresigningontheba-
sisofhighmoralgrounds.”
WhencontactedbyTheIndian

Express, Bindal said that “every-
thingiswrittenintheletter”and
“no other meaning should be
takenoutof it”.
Bindal, a five-timeMLA, is a

graduate of ayurvedicmedicine
and surgery (GAMS), and was
electedMLA from Solan thrice
andiscurrentlyservingasecond
termfromNahan.
DrGuptawasarrestedonthe

nightofMay20andbookedun-
derthePreventionofCorruption
Act, after vigilance officials ob-
tainedthepurportedclipinwhich
twomencanbehearddiscussing
a delivery of Rs 5 lakh. The clip
does not reveal the identities of
thetwo.
Intheclip,amanisheardsay-

ing: "Leke aa raha hun samaan
apka,ji(Iambringingyourgoods).
Anothermanreplies:"Thikhai,le
ao.Kitna leaye(Ok,bring it,how

muchareyoubringing?).”
The conversation continues

with the firstman saying: "Sir,
aapne5lakhbolatha, janab(You
had mentioned 5 lakh)." The
othermanreplies:"Thikhai,leao
(Ok,bringit)."
Earlier,speakingtoTheIndian

Express,SPShaliniAgnihotri,from
the special investigation unit
probingthecase,hadsaidthebu-
reauhadverified thecontentsof
theaudioclip“throughsources”.
“Theinvestigationpointsto-

wards corruption in the pur-
chase of various medical sup-
plies and equipment from
February onward. These pur-
chasesinvolvedmultiplesuppli-
ers,includingthosefromoutside
thestate,” shehadsaid.
ADG Anurag Garg had said

thatGuptawasarrestedaftersev-
eral hours of questioningduring
whichhegave“evasiveandmis-
leadingreplies”and“showedse-
lective amnesia in recalling the
eventsofthepastcoupleofdays”.
“Themobilephoneandvoice

samples of bothGupta and the
otherpersonhavebeensent toa
laboratory for forensic examina-
tion,”hesaid.
Guptawashospitalisedafter

his arrest, due to “diabetes and
abnormal blood pressure”, and
remanded in police custody on
Tuesday.

Jayalalithaa home
properties.
“Whentherearesomanyes-

sentialamenitieswhichareyetto
beprovidedbythewelfarestate,
publicmoney cannot bewasted
for the purpose of constructing
memorials.Therealtributetoany
leader shouldbepaidby follow-
inghis/herprinciples andwork-
ing for the benefit of the people
anddevelopmentofthesociety,”
thecourtheld.
Thecourtsaidthatif thestate

acquirestheland,ithastodeter-
mine and pay compensation to
the legalheirs. It suggested that
the compensation “could be
utilised fordevelopmentalpur-
poses such as building infra-
structure, providing potable
drinkingwater, cleaning of wa-
terbodiesetc...”
The bench passed the order

on pleas byDeepa andDeepak,
seekingpermissiontoadminister
theiraunt'spropertiesintheirca-
pacityasClass2legalheirs.
Deepa, 44, and Deepak, 37,

arethechildrenof Jayalalithaa’s
late brother Jayakumar, and
werenotseentohavebeenclose
to their aunt after the death of
theirfatherin1995.Deepa’slast
meetingwithJayalalithaawasin
2002, andher aunt didnot visit
her evenonhermother's death
in2013.Deepaandherhusband
were alsodeniedpermission to
see Jayalalithaa in Chennai's
Apollo Hospital where the for-
mer CMwas undergoing treat-
ment before her death in
December2016.
Deepak,however,haddevel-

opedacloserelationshipwiththe
family of Jayalalithaa’s aide
Sasikala and tookpart in the fu-
neral procession following his
aunt'sdeath.
Earlier,inanobservationdur-

ing thehearing, the court raised
the idea of keeping a portion of
Jayalalithaa’spropertiesforpublic
welfare, followingwhichDeepa
andDeepak clarified that they
hadnoobjection.
“But as theonly legalheirs of

Jayalalithaa,weareentitledtoall
herproperties.Wehaveplans to
establishatrust inhernameand
docharity to thepeople through
it,” they told the court through
theircounsel.

Rs 3-16 lakh
for almost amonth– inall these
cases, exceptone, all patients re-
covered.
More significantly, two pa-

tientsdidnothaveinsurancecov-
erage-andintheremainingfour,
insurancecoverdidnotthecom-
plete cost. Out-of-pocket pocket
expensesrangedfromRs60,000
toRs1.38lakh.

At a uniform average of Rs
4500,theRT-PCRtestforCovidis
asmallcomponentintermsofthe
totalbill.
For instance, a patient in his

late ‘20s,admittedinaCovidICU
inDelhi,incurredjustRs1,342per
daydrugcost.Another,inhis60s,
withcomorbiditieshadtopayRs
13,000 per day on drugs.
Specifically, this patient paid Rs
40,548forTocilizumab,anexper-
imentaldrugbeingusedforCovid
treatment.
Considerthekeyfindings,cal-

culatedasanaverageofCovidbills
fromthethreecities:

■ Thecostofperdayconsul-
tationofteamsofdoctorsinDelhi
wouldbeintherangeofRs3800
toRs 7,700; however, inKolkata
andMumbai,theperdayconsul-
tationchargerangesbetweenRs

2000-3000.
■ Costperdaytreatmentfor

apositivepatient,inanon-ICUset
up, is intherangeofRs14,000to
32,000. For a 10-day stay that
translates up to Rs 3.2 lakh. In a
non-ICUset-up,thelargestcom-
ponent of the expenditure are
room rent and ward consum-
ables.

■ Thecostofaroomfornon-
criticalpatientsstartsfromarange
Rs3200perdayandgoesuptoRs
16,000perdayforadeluxeroom.
Theper-daycostofconsumables
ranges fromRs4000 toRs8000.
AnaverageofthreetofivePPEkits
areusedperday, the cost per kit
rangesfromRs700toRs1100.

■ OnekeyitemisCovidin-
vestigations. The procalcitonin
test tocheck forsevere infection,
and Interleukin-6 test for exam-

iningimmunodeficiencydisorder
cancostRs9,000pertest.

■ Inanon-ICUset-up,daily
doctor’sconsultationrangesfrom
Rs2100 toRs 3800; and theper
daypharmacy cost fromRs300
toRs1000.
Admission in the ICUmore

thandoublesmostofthesenum-
bers.

■ Thedaily ICU roomrent
rangesfromRs7000toRs16000.
Patients enduppayingmore for
the ventilator -- daily cost be-
tween Rs 1000 to Rs 2,500.
Anothermajor cost of the ICU is
thearterialbloodgas(ABG),apro-
cedure tomeasure the levels of
oxygen in theblood. This ranges
fromRs1000toRs5500perday.

■ Per-daycostofICUconsul-
tation ranges fromRs2500toRs
6000; and this amount is sepa-

ratelychargedasvisitingcharges
fordoctorsfromthreespecialisa-
tions internalmedicine, critical
care,andchestmedicine.

■ Critical care patients pay
an additional charge for Covid
procedures: Rs 2000 toRs5000
perprocedure.Theseincludecen-
tral venous line insertion and
bloodgas samplingprocedure -
bothdoneby emergencymedi-
cinedoctors.

■ Malini Aisola, the Co-
Convenor of the All India Drug
ActionNetwork,agroupassisting
Covidpatientsacrossthecountry,
highlighted instances of deplet-
ing insurance cover due to pro-
longedadmission.
There are times, she said,

whenhospitals, to play safe, ad-
mitmildCovidpatientsintospe-
cialcareorICUs."Thishasthecon-

sequenceof depleting insurance
coveragewhich is particularly a
concernforpatientswithexisting
health conditions like cancer or
co-morbidities,”Aisolasaid.

Free treatment
news reports which said some
hospitals had issued “inflated”
bills for treating Covid-19 pa-
tientswith the result that even
insurance companies had
startedrejectingclaimsbyupto
50percent.
“Ifsuchinflatedbillingbypri-

vatehospitalscanbecomeacause
of concern for the insurance in-
dustry,whatwillbe theplightof
acommonmanwhoneitherhas
afatwalletnoraninsurancecover
toreimburse, incase,herequires
hospitalisationinaprivatehospi-
tal,”thePILstated.
Jain contended that “it is a

matter of grave concern that a
large section of people in India
still do not possess any insur-
ancecoverandarealsonotben-
efitted under any government
health scheme” and sought the
court’s“urgentintervention... to
determine as towhatwould be
the fateof these citizens in case
the pandemic grows and the
public healthcare system
reachesasaturation level”.

Film, TV
The guidelinesmay seemgood,
butwewill knowhowpractical
theyareonlywhenworkresumes
andtheyareimplemented,”said
Bahl, adding that “intrusion of
outsiders”onthesets isaworry-
ingfactor.
Forthoseworkinginthetele-

visionindustry,oneofthebiggest
challenges is to shoot reality,
gameandtalkshows,astheyhave
an audience. The guild has said
the audience count on such
shows should be reducedby50
per cent. It has been over two
monthssincefilmandtelevision
shoots came to a standstill. “Our
biggestconcernrightnowishow
soonwecan resumeproduction
workandhowwecanapproach
itresponsiblywithproperprecau-
tions,” said Nitin Vaidya of the
Indian Film and TV Producers
Council(IFTPC).

Shramik Special
forthejourney.
Thescreeningprocesstookan

hourorso.Theheatwasunbear-
able. From the screening centre,
wewere asked to board thebus
again and taken toUdhna Junc-
tion.The20-seaterbuswaspack-
ed–therewereatleast40passen-
gers.Socialdistancingseemedto
beacruel joke.Therewereother
buseslikeours,allpacked.
At the station, our driver got

off, locked the bus andwalked
away.Eachvehiclewouldbeun-
lockedonlywhenitwastheturn
of the passengers to be taken to
thetrain.Wewaitedforovertwo
hours. The bus was a burning
ovenbythen.
A young mother travelling

with her infant, who was cry-
ingbecauseof theheat andex-
haustion, tried to soothe the
child by singing a lullaby in
Telugu. I was surprisedwhen I
heard her – she sang about the
troubles they were facing and
cursed the authorities.
Whilethepriceonourtickets

said Rs 520, I had paid Rs 700.
Thesethingsmakeyouangry,but
what canyoudo?All of uswere
desperatetogethome.
Finally,ourbuswasunlocked

andweweremade to rush out
into the station andherded into
thetrainwaitingattheplatform.
Therewasnomethodintheway
people boarded the coaches.
Therewere officials andpolice-
menontheplatformbutnobody
keptacountofhowmanypeople
wereineachcoach.Itwasaround
8.30pmwhen I finallymanaged
togetintooneofthecoachesclose
totheengine.
The coachhadhardbenches

–nottherexineseatsyouusually
see. Also, therewere no berths
andnoseatnumbers.Fightsbroke
out, and bagswere shoved into

eachother’sfacesandunderseats.
Therewasdustlayeredonthe

benches and the toilets were
foetid.Butwhenthetrainstarted,
there was a sense of relief.
Eventually,everyonefoundwhat-
ever little space they could and
settledin.
Igotaseatbythewindowand

myfriendssatbesideme.Infront
of us, a groupwas fighting over
seats. They stopped onlywhen
weoffered to share our seat. So
now, therewere5-6peopleona
seatmeantforthree.Ibegantoget
anxious.Whatif Ifallill?Andtest
positive forCovid?Was Iputting
my family at riskby travelling in
theseconditions?
Soon, the smell of food filled

thecompartment.Ouruniversity
had given us some snacks, but
thosewere longover.Oneof the
passengers,Ravi,atextileworker
inSurat,offeredtosharehisfood.
Weweretouched.
After dinner, people sat

aroundandchatted.Bynow, the
fightswere forgotten andmost
people spoke about home and
families.Butalmostallofuswon-
deredwhatwouldhappenonce
wereachedTelangana.Willwebe
allowed to gohome?Orwillwe
be told to go in for institutional
quarantine? (Those arriving by
trainstothestatearebeingtested
andsenthomeandbeingadvised
toself-quarantine).
Itwastimetosleepandpeo-

ple lay down wherever they
could – some between seats,
someintheaisle,othersonseats.
My friendsand I satupchatting
for awhile. Later,we took turns
tosleeponour seat. Itwasdiffi-
cult, but the thought of getting
to Hyderabad andmeetingmy
brother and auntwas comfort-
ing.My parents live in a village
inMahbubnagardistrict.
The followingmorning, peo-

ple began crowding around the
twowashroomsinourcompart-
ment, but bothwere unusable.
The toiletswere floodedand the
stenchwasunbearable.
At 9 am, the train stoppedat

Akola station inMaharashtra.
Authoritieshandedoutbananas
andthrewbottlesofwateracross
theplatform.Again,scufflesbroke
out. Iwonderedwhytheauthor-
itieswerebehavingthisway.Itfelt
deeplyinsulting.
Sometime later, the train

stoppedagain.Itwasthedaybe-
foreRamzanandlocalresidents
cameuptoourtrainandoffered
us packets of coloured rice and
biscuits.Anotherpersonoffered
tofillourbottles.Wewerehappy
andgrateful.
Around 12.30 in the after-

noon, atBalharshah station, rail-
wayofficialshandedout lunch–
about 100gramsof khichdi and
bottles of water – through the
windows of each coach. Again,
fightsbrokeout.
Around 6.30 pm, our train

reached Warangal station.
Until then, Ihadthoughtofmy-
self asbeingdifferent fromthe
crowd I was travelling with –
mostly daily wagers. But this
journey was a leveller. By the
time we got off the train and
steppedonto theplatform,we
all looked and felt the same –
disheveled and exhausted,
withonly the thoughtof home
to keepus going.
The post-journey screening

tooka littleoveranhour, but felt
much longer, afterwhich Iwas
given ahomequarantine stamp
onmyarmandloadedintoastate
transportbusforHyderabad.
Ireachedhomearound10.30

pm. I had calledmybrother and
toldhimthequarantineprecau-
tionsheneededtotake.Thebags
thatIbroughtfromGandhinagar
are still unpackedand lyingout-
sidethehouse.Oncemyquaran-
tineends, Iplan tomeetmypar-
entsinMahbubnagar.

(AstoldtoKedarDeshpande.
Anand,aMaster’sstudentat

CentralUniversity in
Gandhinagar, internedwithThe

IndianExpress)
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Trump wades into India-China first time

System Operation
Corporation (POSOCO)Ltd.
While the sudden inten-

sificationofthesummerheat
in North India is partly re-
sponsible for the pick-up in
domestic load, the gradual
resumption of operations
across the country’s indus-
trial pockets, alongside the
resumptionof rail andother
transportation services, is
pushingupdemand.
Therestartingofindustrial

activity,evidencedmainlyby
thelargercompaniesresum-
ingpartialoperationsandthis
havingacatalysingimpacton
the smaller vendor ecosys-
tems, is slowly adding to the
industrial load,which isnow
complementing the surge in
the summer-powered do-
mestic load.
Evidenceof therising in-

dustrial load is reflected on
theIndianEnergyExchange,
India’s largest power ex-
change, which recorded its
highest volume of 211mil-
lion units (MUs) in the cur-
rent fiscalonMay25.
The resumptionof activ-

ity inmajormanufacturing
sector units is visible across
geographies.While the en-
ergymet figures forMay 26
at over 3,775 gigawatt hours
(GwH)was a shade less than
the 3,850GwH on the same
day theprevious year, experts
saidthatthefigureforthisyear

needed to cross last year’s
number and go beyond to in-
dicate a return to the normal
trendline – given that the de-
mandfigurewasaround5per

cent higher since the begin-
ning of the year, and until the
lockdown announcement
came in lateMarch.
“There isaslowandsteady

increase indemand in all five
regions fromApril 27, during
the closing period of phase 1
ofthelockdown.FromMay4-
12, there is a slow increase
with the effect of weather
fluctuations clearlyvisibleon
the electricity demand pat-
tern,”anofficial involvedwith
the Central Electricity
Authority (CEA), which col-
lates thedata, said.
“The demand is yet to

catch up with last year.
Normally,demandinayearis
5-6%highercorrespondingto
the same period last year.
FromMay 10 onwards there
seems to be amore decisive
increase in demand in all the
five regions, butwewill have
towaitandwatchtoascertain
the trend,” theofficial said.
Ever since the lockdown

was imposed inmid-March,
thegrid loadhasbeenprima-
rily on account of domestic
load. The normal base load
powerdemandofroughly150
gigawatts had dropped by
over20percentafterthelock-
down.Domestic loadisabout
30-32 per cent of total load
during normal times. Of
India’s total electricity de-
mandloadpattern, industrial
andagriculturalconsumption
accountsfor40percentand20
per cent load respectively,
while commercial electricity
consumption accounts for 8
percentof demand.

willingness to “help” and “me-
diate” between India and
PakistanoverKashmir—anof-
fer that was rejected by the
Ministry of External Affairs
which reiteratedNewDelhi’s
statedpositionthattheissuecan
onlybediscussedbilaterally.
Since then, Trumphas re-

peated theoffer,witha“if both
sideswant” rider, abouthalf-a-
dozen times, andhasbeenpo-
litely toldnoeach time—once
even by Prime Minister
NarendraModionthesidelines
of theG-7summit inBiarritz in
FrancelastAugust.
Trump’s comments on the

Sino-Indian border tension
comes amid a bruisingwar of
wordsbetweenUSandChinain
the last fewweeks—as theUS
goesintoelectionslaterthisyear.
US Secretary of State

MichaelRPompeofiredthelat-
est salvo on the issue
WednesdaywhenhesaidHong
Kongisnolongerpoliticallyau-
tonomousfromChina—astate-
ment that is going to spark a
freshdiplomatic duel between
WashingtonandBeijing.
“HongKong does not con-

tinuetowarranttreatmentun-
der United States laws in the
samemannerasU.S. lawswere
applied to Hong Kong before
July 1997,” Pompeo said in a

statement.“Noreasonableper-
soncanassert today thatHong
Kongmaintainsahighdegreeof
autonomy from China, given
factsontheground.”
Over the last couple of

months,USandChinahavedu-
elled over the origins of the
virus. Pompeohas repeatedly
claimed “enormous evidence"
showsthevirusemanatedfrom
alaboratoryinWuhan,andthat
Beijingrefusedtogiveaccessto
international scientists to find
outwhathappened.
LastSunday,ChineseForeign

MinisterWangYisaidChinaand
theUScoulddowithoutanew
ColdWarevenasheblamed“a
political virus” inWashington
fortheworseningties.
Trump’s latest intervention

comesatatimewhenDelhiand
Beijing are turning tomilitary
anddiplomatic channels to re-
solvethesituation.
Earlier in the day, Chinese

ForeignMinistryspokesperson
Zhao Lijian, during a media
briefing inBeijing, saidChina's
position on border-related is-
suesisclearandconsistent.
"Wehavebeenfollowingthe

important consensus reached
by the two leaders and strictly
observing the agreements be-
tween the two countries," he
said, referring to directions of

ChinesePresidentXiJinpingand
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
after their two informal sum-
mits, asking theirmilitaries to
takemore confidencebuilding
measurestomaintainpeaceand
tranquillityalongtheborders.
Zhao said: "We are com-

mittedtosafeguardingourter-
ritorial sovereignty and secu-
rity, and safeguarding peace
and stability in the border ar-
eas. Now the China-India bor-
derareasituationisoverallsta-
bleandcontrollable".
“Betweenthetwocountries,

we have good border related
mechanismand communica-
tionchannels.Wearecapableof
resolving the issues properly
thoughdialogueandconsulta-
tion,"hesaid,confirmingreports
thatdiplomaticeffortswereon
toeasethebordertensions.
Askedwhere the talks are

takingplace, Zhaosaid the two
countrieshaveestablishedbor-
der-relatedmechanisms and
diplomatic channels. This in-
cludes communication be-
tweenbordertroopsanddiplo-
maticmissions,hesaid.
InNewDelhi,Chineseam-

bassadortoIndiaSunWeidong
too said: “We shouldnever al-
lowourdifferences to shadow
theoveralldevelopmentofour
relations.”

Stressing that India and
China don't pose any threat to
eachother,hesaid, “Weshould
gradually seek understanding
through communication and
constantlyresolvedifferences...
andIndiashouldbegoodneigh-
bours of harmonious co-exis-
tence and good partners to
moveforwardhandinhand.”
As reported by The Indian

Express, India and China are
learnt to have activated the
“workingmechanism” at the
diplomatic level– itwasestab-
lished during PrimeMinister
Manmohan Singh’s tenure in
2012 andwas signed by then
IndianambassadortoBeijing,S
Jaishankar,nowExternalAffairs
Minister. Thismechanismhas
been activated, alongside the
military-to-military conversa-
tion taking place at the field
level, to “dis-engage” and “de-
escalate”thesituation.
Inthe‘WorkingMechanism

forConsultation&Coordination
on India-China Border Affairs
(WMCC)’, Naveen Srivastava,
JointSecretary(EastAsia)inthe
Ministry of External Affairs,
leads the Indian side. The
Chineseare ledbyHongLiang,
Director General, Department
of Boundary and Oceanic
Affairs, Chinese Ministry of
ForeignAffairs.
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Thechallengespolice
forceshave facedwhile
takingonCovid-19
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

In thisepisode,welookat thechallenges
thatpolicepersonnelhavefacedwhileon
thefrontlinesagainst thecoronavirus
pandemic
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EXPLAINED:WHYTHEPRESENTHEATWAVE INNORTH INDIA IS UNUSUAL
ThecurrentheatwavespellcommencedonMay22andis likelytocontinuetillMay29.Heatwaveconditions
occurringinMayhavebeenobservedtolast longer,astheseasonreachesitspeakthismonth.
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Power demand close to last year’s levels
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JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI,MAY27

SHOPKEEPERS AND local resi-
dentsstruggledforaroundthree
hours to get an ambulance for a
60-year-oldman in SouthDelhi
onWednesdayafter findinghim
lyingunconsciousontheroadless
than500metresfromAIIMS.
After ambulances refused to

takehim, it tookaconstable’s in-
tervention to take him to Lal
BahadurShastriHospital,where
hediedduringtreatment.Hewas
lateridentifiedasJaspal,aformer
AIIMS attendant, with senior
healthofficialsatthehospitalsay-
ingthecauseofdeathisbeingas-
certained. “Hehadaheadinjury.
WehavesenthissampleforCovid
testing,”saidanofficial.
Around 1 pm, a few bikers

saw theman lying near an elec-
tric pole on the roadside, as the
temperature in the city crossed
the 45 degree Celsius mark.
However, unsure if he had coro-
navirus,passersbysaidtheywere
apprehensiveofgoingnearhim.
GautamGarg,whoworksata

medicalstorenearby,said:“Itook
a lunch break around 2.30 pm
when I noticed the old man.
People stopped to look but no-
body helped. I walked towards
him,butpeopletoldmenottoget
too close. Themanwas there for
almost anhour.Wecould seehe
wasbreathing,buthedidn't look
well–hewasn'tmovingandthere
wassomeliquidonhisface.”

Garg and his colleagues at
KuberSurgicals thenmademul-
tiplecalls togettheambulance.
He said that after around an

hour,aCATSambulancecamebut
the driver andhelper refused to
take theman because they did
nothavePPEkits. “Wetoldthem
wecangivethemprotectivegear
fromour shop, but they refused.
Wecalledagainandgotthesame
response from another ambu-
lance.Frustrated,IcalledtheHauz
Khaspolicestation,”saidGarg.
Abeatconstablecamewithin

a fewminutes and startedmak-
ing calls to get medical help.
Another CATS ambulance came
after 10-15minutes. The beat
constable,VipinKumar(29),said,
“The ambulance hadonehelper
andshewasscared.Shopkeepers
gavemeaPPEkitandI,alongwith
otherhealthworkers,pickedhim
up. He was then taken to Lal
Bahadur Shastri Hospital.” He
wasadmittedaround5pm.
Atul Kumar Thakur, DCP

(South), confirmed Kumar had
helped take theman to thehos-
pital.
When contacted, Dr

Satyender Singh Dursawat,
SpecialSecretary(health),said,“If
themanwas foundnear AIIMS,
guardsorauthoritiesshouldhave
helped.” He did not respond to
queriesaboutthedelayintheam-
bulanceorlackofPPEkitsforstaff.
PRBhaati,NodalOfficer,CATS,

said, “Wehave not received any
such informationaboutour am-
bulances.”
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HOME WORK
Aseven-year-oldDelhiPublicSchoolstudentattendsonlineclassesathishomeinGhaziabad,Wednesday.PraveenKhanna

Challenge for 1,040govt schools:
Getting students back to class

Safdarjung reports
52 deaths, Delhi
govt alleges delay

Ex-AIIMS staffer
dies after Covid
fears delay help

SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI,MAY27

"How many students do we
have no contact with at all?";
"Given the need for social dis-
tancing, how many students
can be there in each class-
room?"; "What should be the
mix, if any,betweenonlineand
classroom teaching?" — these
are some of the questions for
government schools inDelhi to
start planning for an eventual
re-opening.
All schools in the capital

have been closed since mid-
March, and havemoved to on-
line learning for thedurationof
the lockdown. Government
schools are currently in sum-
mer vacation till June 30, but
the Directorate of Education
(DoE) has not given a date for
whenchildrenwill start return-
ing to school.
However,onTuesday,heads

of all these schools received a
setofquestions fromtheDoEto

initiate theprocess of planning
for when they eventually re-
open, so that this process can
consider the individual chal-
lenges of the 1,040 schools run
by the Delhi government.
School heads have been asked
to prepare a "micro plan" for
their individual schools in con-
sultationwithteachers,parents
and School Management
Committee (SMC)members.
Delhi Education Minister

ManishSisodiaalsoheldavideo
meeting with heads of schools
onWednesday, asking them to
formulatetheseplans."Therea-
sonwe are following an elabo-
rateplanningprocessisbecause
weneedtokeepmanyfactorsin
mindbeforetakingadecision. It
isnotjustaboutmaintainingso-
cial distancing or sanitisation
alone, or calling one set of
classes to school and not the
others. Any decision will have
far-reaching implications on
children and their families be-
cause school is an integral part
of our social life. It is not just

about learning a few lessons
from the textbooks but the les-
sonsof life itself. Therefore, any
plan should keep in mind all
possiblesituations,"saidSisodia.
The prime considerations

schools have been asked to ac-
count for are tracking all stu-
dentsandbringingthembackto
school; emotional and trauma
support;maintainingsocialdis-
tancing; andsanitisation.
The DoE also ordered all

teacherstocall theirstudentsto
enquireabout theirwell-being,
whereabouts, and ask for feed-
backon remote learning.
Teachers The Indian Express

spoke tounderlined that this is
the most important step to-
wards discussing re-opening,
especially inthelightof lakhsof
migrant workers leaving Delhi
for theirhomestatesduringthe
lockdown.
"In my class of 62 students,

Ihavebeenabletocontact45in
the lastweek. Two of them are
in their hometowns and they
havetoldmethat their families

intendtoreturn, so theycanre-
turn to school. But these are
class XII students, and the
surety of return is less likely
among younger children and
their families. Among the rest,
thereare12-13studentswhose
phones have been unavailable
or switched off, and those are
the children I'mmost worried
about," said the teacher of a
school inNortheastDelhi.
Among the questions

schoolshavebeenaskedby the
DoE are how many students
theyhavenocontactwithatall,
and howmany students they
estimatewill showup if school
re-opens in July.
Schools have also been

askedtoassesshowmanyclass-
roomstheyhaveandhowmany
students of the school can at-
tendeveryday,keepinginmind
theneed for social distancing.
The Indian Express had re-

portedthat theHRDministry is
likely to recommend that stu-
dents in classes IX to XII return
to school first.

"Wewillnowneedtolookat
our infrastructure in terms of
newneeds.Thiswillhavetodif-
fer fromschooltoschool-some
have 600 students, some have
over 2,000.We have some dis-
tricts inwhichstudentsalready
attend schools on staggered
daysbecausetherearetoomany
students for the infrastructure
tohandle.Wehavedouble-shift
schools.Alotofmonitoringwill
be required even to maintain
distancebetween just 100 chil-
dren," said a senior teacher in
another school.
Another feature the DoE is

looking at is making online
learning an integral part of
teaching-learning even once
schools start, something that
Sisodiahasemphasisedonsev-
eral occasions during the lock-
down. Among the questions,
schoolshavebeenaskedtopro-
vide inputs on are how online
teaching should continue to be
used, and what the mix be-
tweenonlineandofflineteach-
ing shouldbe.

HC takes suo motu notice of viral
video, seeks status of helplines

15 more chargesheets to
be filed against Tablighis

HEADSOFSCHOOLSRECEIVESETSOFQUESTIONS

ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,MAY27

ALLEGINGDELAYon thepart of
Safdarjung Hospital, the Delhi
governmentsaidtheCentre-run
hospital had Tuesday sent its
death audit committee a list of
52 patients who died of Covid
over thepast twomonths.
TheCovidtoll inDelhi is303.
As per the protocol, each

hospital in Delhi has to report
deaths of all Covid patients by
email tothedistrictsurveillance
unit and to the state surveil-
lance unit, alongwith scanned
copies of the case summary,
medical files and all relevant
data required by the death au-
dit committee, by 5 pm every
day.
The death summaries

sharedbythehospitalsarethen
assessed by a three-member
auditcommittee, formedbythe
government onApril 20.
“All Delhi government hos-

pitals are submitting their re-
ports to the committee daily.
SafdarjungHospitalhassubmit-
ted reports of 52 fatalities only
today. It had reported only four

deaths till now,” a government
spokespersonsaid.
Denying the state govern-

ment’sallegations,DrBalvinder
Singh, themedical superinten-
dentofSafdarjungHospital, told
The Indian Express, “There is
somemiscommunication. The
data shared by us is cumulative
data fromFebruary1 toMay16,
as asked by Delhi government.
The state government is trying
to update their own data from
differenthospitalsandhadasked
ustosharethecumulativenum-
berastheywantedittotallywith
that in individual hospitals. The
numbermatchedwith thedata
theyhadandtheideawastosee
if there is any discrepancy.We
haven’t delayed sharing death
summaries. Every detail of our
patient goes to theMinistry of
HealthandFamilyWelfare.”
Thehospitalhasreported69

Covid deaths so far, as per its
records,DrSinghsaid.
OnMay9,The IndianExpress

had reported that there was a
mismatch between the death
toll reported by four hospitals
and that shared by the Delhi
government in its health bul-
letin.

SOMYALAKHANI
NEWDELHI,MAY27

ADAYafter20chargesheetswere
filedintheSaketcourtagainst82
foreign nationals in the Tablighi
Jamaatcase, theDelhiPolicehas
said it will file 15 more
chargesheets against 294 for-
eigners,whobelong to14coun-
tries including Malaysia,
Thailand, Bangladesh,Nepal, Sri
LankaandsomeAfricannations.
DelhiPolicespokespersonM

S Randhawa said these foreign
nationals had "entered India on
tourist visas and participated in
theMarkazillegally”."Thesefor-
eignnationalsalsoledtoasitua-
tion where a highly infectious

disease spread and threatened
the lives of the inmates and the
generalpublicat large,” hesaid.
Delhi Police PROAnilMittal

also said 15 more were being
filed. He said, "Accused persons
arebeingchargedforviolationof
visa rules, and the Centre has
cancelled their visas and black-
listedthem."
On Tuesday, Randhawa had

said thatmore than 900 foreign
nationalswhoareaccusedinthis
casebelong to34countries, and
thatchargesheetsarebeingpre-
paredcountry-wise.
OnMarch31,anFIRwasfiled

under sections of The Epidemic
Diseases Act, DMA, the
Foreigners Act, and various IPC
sections.

AhealthworkerdressesupinPPE donatedbyashopkeeper
before takingawaytheunconsciousman. PraveenKhanna

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY27

THEDELHIHighCourthascome
acrossavideo-clippingshowing
amanstrugglingtofindahospi-
tal bed for his Covid-19positive
mother due to unresponsive
helpline numbers, which
prompted it todirect theCentre
and Delhi government to place
before it the status of “arrange-
mentsmadetodealwithserious
Covid-19 patients who need
hospitalisation”.
A bench of Justice Vipin

Sanghi and Justice Rajnish
Bhatnagartooksuomotunotice
of the video clipping and di-
recteditberegisteredasaPILon

the “Courts ownMotion”. It di-
rected that thematter may be
placedbeforethebenchheaded
by theChief Justiceon June3.
The bench said, “A person

who,orwhosefamilyorfriend,is
found Covid-19 positive should
beabletocallthehelplinestonot
onlyreportsuchoccurrencebut
to also seek assistancewith re-
gardtohospitals…If theexperi-
enceofMr…isanythingtogoby,
itappearsthatthisaspecthasnot
beenadequatelyaddressed.”
The court appointed advo-

cate Om Prakash as an amicus
curiae toassist in thematter.
Delhigovernment’sStanding

Counsel(Criminal)RahulMehra
submittedthatthestategovern-
ment has 10 helpline numbers

and that instructions were is-
sued to set them in order after
the helplineswere foundnot to
be functioningefficiently.
Central Government

Standing Counsel Kirtiman
Singh submitted that theman
wasprovidedthenumberof the
DSO, who is an officer of the
GNCTD.
Mehrasaidamobileappwill

belaunchedinthenextfewdays
to give live updates of hospital
beds available in Delhi govern-
mentandprivatehospitals.
Thebenchsaid,“Thestatusof

functional and responsive
helpline numbers being oper-
ated by the GNCTD and the
Centralgovernmentshouldalso
beplacedbefore thecourt”.

Tiwarislams
Delhigovtover
lackofbeds
NewDelhi:Reacting to a
purportedvideoofaDelhi
governmenthospital,Delhi
BJPchiefManojTiwarial-
legedthecommonpeople
arehavingtroublegetting
beds for treatment of
Covid-19inthecity,saying,
“It is shamefulapatient is
lyingonthegroundoutside
thehospital forhoursand
hisfamilyismovinghimon
theirownonastretcher.”
DelhiCMArvindKejriwal
responded thathewould
get the issue rectified.
"Thanks for tellingusour
shortcomings," said the
CM.

Firefighter
injured
NewDelhi:Afiremanwas
injuredduringafire-fight-
ing operation at Delhi's
Vikaspuri Tuesday night.
The Delhi Fire Services
(DFS) personnel suffered
burns on his arms and
legs,when an LPG cylin-
derburstattheofficethat
caught fire at Vardhman
marketaround8pm.DFS
chief Atul Garg shared
that onMay 26, they re-
ceived145firecalls —the
highestsofar in2020.

Teacherswrite
toStStephen’s
principal
NewDelhi:Thirteenteach-
ersofStStephen’sCollege
havewrittentotheprinci-
pal against “illegal activi-
ties”beingundertakenby
the administration by
“trespassing” teachers’
homes and destroying
hedges and trees in the
area,allegedlytoconstruct
aparkinglot.Theyalleged
theactivitiesarebeingcar-
ried about without the
governing body’s ap-
proval.However, thegov-
erning body chairman,
BishopWarisKMasihsaid
“theprincipal said all ap-
provals are in”, and the
teacherscoulddiscussthe
issuewithhim.

Self-styled
godmanheld,
grantedbail
New Delhi: Self-styled
godman Daati Maharaj
wasarrestedWednesday
and granted bail, four
daysafteracasewasfiled
against him for offering
prayersata temple invi-
olation of lockdown
rules.ENS

BRIEFLY

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY27

AS TWO police personnel
crossed the Yamuna bridge on
the DND flyover on Tuesday af-
ternoon, they saw two men
throwingsomethingintheriver
and quickly leaving the spot in
their car. Suspecting something

amiss, sub-inspectorRekhaand
assistantsub-inspectorKPSingh
chasedthevehiclebutonlyman-
aged to note down its registra-
tion number. When they re-
turnedtothespotonthebridge,
theysawamandrowninginthe
river below. They immediately
rescuedhimandrushedhimtoa
hospital.
A day later, the two men,

who allegedly threw the victim
in the river, were arrested. DCP
(Southeast)RPMeenasaid,“The
accusedhavebeen identifiedas
Sumit Kansal (23), who owns a
jewellery shop inDelhi, and his
relativeMohit (28),whowasal-
legedlypaidRs15,000tokill the
victim.”
According toMeena, Kansal

claimed that the victim,who is

his friend, was “harassing and
blackmailing his girlfriend”. “In
abid to takerevenge,hemadea
plan tokill himwithhis relative
Mohit,” saidDCPMeena.
On Tuesday, police said

Kansal andMohit took the vic-
tim to the spot in a car and al-
legedly strangledhim. “Thevic-
tim fell unconscious and the
accusedthoughthewasdead.So

they threw him in the river to
dispose the body,” said DCP
Meena.
Whenthevictimwaspulled

outof theriverbythepoliceper-
sonnel, he had abrasions on his
neck. A case of attempt tomur-
der was registered at Sunlight
Colonypolice station.
Afterpolicesearchedtheve-

hicleregistrationnumbernoted

by Rekha and Singh, the car the
accusedusedwastracedtoa lo-
cation inHaryana'sKaithal.
DCPMeena said a teamwas

sent toKaithal anddetails of the
vehicle, including the owner's
mobile number, was obtained.
“Onthebasisofcallrecorddetails,
thetwomenweretrackeddown
toMayurVihar,fromwherethey
werearrested,”hesaid.

AT DND FLYWAY

Quick thinking cops save man, help trace 2 who threw him off bridge
Theaccusedtookthe
victimtothespotand
allegedlystrangled
him.Theythrewhimin
theriveras they
thoughthewasdead,
saidDCPMeena
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Joining hands in the fight against COVID-19
Reflecting on the association with Steadfast MediShield, Dr. Vineet V Mishra, Director and HoD, M.D. & Ph.D., Institute of
Kidney Diseases and Research Centre (IKDRC), Ahmedabad, tells Abhishek Pathak that “the timely and coordinated support

by Steadfast MediShield has provided immense boost to the IKDRC’s initiative of setting up a COVID-19 testing lab to combat the
deadly virus that has hit the world badly.”

What precautions are you taking at
the hospital for dialysis patients?
Institute of Kidney Diseases and Research
Centre (IKDRC), Ahmedabad, is the
largest kidney transplanting institute in
the country, conducting around 400-500
kidney transplants a year. The institute
also conducts liver, pancreatic and uter-
ine transplantations and has the facility
of Robotic Kidney transplantation as well.
We also have the facility of ‘tissue bank-
ing’ for the purposes of medical research,
education and allograft transplantation.
IKDRC is an autonomous institute funded
by the government. The institute has a
chain of 50 dialysis centres across Gujarat
with close to 500+ dialysis machines at
these centres. These centres are aided by
government and are run by the institute.
We do somewhere around 2,75,000 dialy-
sis procedures a year, which comes under
the government-aided Gujarat Dialysis
programme.

Whenever there’s an organ failure in
the body, the person becomes immune-
compromised and this heightens the risk
of infection in such an individual. At IK-
DRC, we’ve made proper arrangements
for dialysis patients by dividing the insti-
tute into separate zones/wards for differ-
ent types of patients – non-infected sero-
logically normal patient, HIV/HCV patient,
Hepatorenal/CRS/ESRD, and COVID-19
positive patients. So, we’ve different isola-
tion wards for different category of pa-
tients across the state. We do dialysis for
the COVID-19 patients after taking every-

thing into account to ensure a safe
treatment for them. This is being fol-
lowed across the state.We’ve also seg-
regated 200 beds for COVID-19 pa-
tients and around 250 beds for
non-COVID-19 patients, in which we
take care of transplant cases.At our in-
stitute, we’ve dedicated dialysis ma-
chines in COVID-19 area, catering to
our dialysis patients who have tested
positive for COVID-19.

How challenging is it to ensure
the implementation of the gov-
ernment’s COVID-19 safety
guidelines in hospitals?
We’re are following all the government
guidelines stringently. All the doctors,
nurses, paramedic staff and other staff
are using protective gear and other
equipment while treating a COVID-19
patient. As per the guidelines of ICMR,
every protocol is being followed by the
hospital staff and officials.

How helpful will the association
with Steadfast MediShield be in
combating COVID-19 effectively?
As it is said,“Extraordinary situations call
for extraordinary measures.”This associa-
tion is also a part and parcel of the
COVID-19 situation in the country.Yogesh
Puri, CEO, Steadfast MediShield, has come
forward to support our institute’s initia-
tive of setting up a COVID-19 testing lab to
combat the deadly virus that has hit the
world and is ruining the lives of many.This

support will provide a spur to our research
activities at the institute in combating the
virus. All the guidelines and precautions
issued by ICMR regarding testing will be
carried out in this COVID-19 Lab, which
will lead to an expansion of the testing
process in the city.

What's the situation in Ahmed-
abad?
Being a densely populated city, the
chances of the virus multiplying fast are
really high in Ahmedabad are high in cer-

tain areas. In such areas, it is difficult to
maintain the norms of social distancing
and self-isolation wherein people are
staying at a hand’s stretch from each
other. The entire government machinery
is involved in taking extraordinary efforts
to ensure safety of citizens. Elderly peo-
ple, especially with existing co-morbidi-
ties like hypertension, diabetes etc., are
the ones succumbing to the disease. Fur-
ther, people taking immunosuppressants
for autoimmune diseases are also among
the high-risk groups.

What precautions would you ad-
vise for kidney patients in times of
COVID-19?
First, they should have their regular dialy-
sis procedures done. Second, they should
follow the government guidelines of social
distancing, self-isolation, handwashing,
using masks and sanitisers etc. to stay
protected.Third,as kidney patients are al-
ready immunocompromised, I would ad-
vise them to stay at home and avoid going
to public places at all. They can consult
their doctors through video consultations,
if and when required. Fourth, they should
continue with their medication in appro-
priate dose and timely manner, and
should consult their doctors if they want to
change the dosage related to the medica-
tion for autoimmune disease. Fifth, they
should avoid self-treating themselves
and consult their treating doctors if they
experience any kind of discomfort during
these turbulent times. Finally, they should
visit dialysis centres wherein all govern-

ment guidelines are being adhered to.
In our dialysis centres, all the protocols

of ICMR related to dialysis procedures are
being followed.We’ve around 6,500 trans-
plant patients in the population, of which
4,500+ are in Gujarat. So,we took up an ini-
tiative to provide door-to-door delivery of
medicines to them. We’re even supplying
medicines to our patients as far away as in
Patna and Punjab.

A message for our readers....
We should learn to live with the virus. The

‘fear’ virus in our mind is more likely to get
to us than the coronavirus. The former is
more potent in affecting our sanity and
wellbeing.We should learn from this cata-
strophe and respect Nature and become
‘sattvic’ in our attitude towards life. In a
nutshell, I would advise readers to take
precaution and at the same time be positive
in their attitude. Don’t panic. Don’t fear.
Adhere to government guidelines and
maintain social distancing and control your
existing co-morbid diseases to remain safe
and sound.

Steadfast MediShield, a Specialty
Pharmaceutical Company in

Renal Care in India.

Mr. Yogesh Puri has a
longstanding association of more
than 25 years with our Institute,

and has always been of help.

This is one of the many efforts
that the Steadfast MediShield is
making to contribute to the fight

that the entire country is
struggling with. Steadfast

MediShield will continue to do as
much as they can both in terms
of monetary as well as social
support for the betterment of
Community and Country.
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ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,MAY27

THEHIGHESTsingle-dayjumpin
CovidcaseswasrecordedinDelhi
onWednesday, with 792 cases
beingreported.Sofar,15,257peo-
ple have contracted the disease.
Of these, 7,264 have recovered.
Thedeath toll reached303as15
moredeathswereupdatedbythe
statehealthdepartmentafterex-
amining death summaries
sharedbyhospitals.
About 34% of the cases have

come up in the capital after re-
laxations in Lockdown4.0were
announced. Therewere 10,054
casesand160deathsonMay18,
whichgrewto15,257cases and
303deathsonWednesday.
Thedeathrate in thecityhas

alsomarginally increased from
1.59% on May 18 to 1.98% on
Wednesday.“Thecontinuousrise
inthenumberof cases isacause
ofworry.Thefocusshouldbeon
havingalowmortalityrate.With
thechangeinlockdownrules,itis
extremely crucial for people to
follow social distancing and
maintain hand hygiene.
Consideringthemortalityrateis
hovering around 1.5-1.9%, if a
large part of Delhi population is
infected, the number of deaths
wouldbequitehigh,”saidDrDK
Tempe, formerdeanofMaulana
AzadMedicalCollege(MAMC).
While announcing the lock-

downrelaxations,ChiefMinister
ArvindKejriwalhadsaidthecity
anditshealthinfrastructurewere
prepared to deal with a rise in

cases.Gearingupformorecases,
beds in 117more private hospi-
tals/nursing homes and 1,500
bedswithoxygensupportinGTB
Hospital are being added for
treatmentofCovidpatients.
The city’s recovery rate is

47.67%, higher than thenational
averagewhich is around42%. At
present, there are 7,690 active
casesinthecity,ofwhom2,118are
availing treatment in 13 Covid-
designated(sevenprivateandsix
government) hospitals. The rest
areeitheratCovidhealthcentres,
carecentresorunderhomeisola-
tion. Among those admitted to
hospitals, 191 are in the ICUand

32areonventilatorsupport.
“However, the recovery rate

inDelhiisstillbetterthanthena-
tionalaverage.Ifmorepeopleare
recovering from the disease,
thengraduallytherecoveryrate
will also reacharound50%. This
can only be done if people are
aware of the dos and don’ts for
thedisease. Withimprovingre-
covery rate, one hopes the net
impact of the disease is min-
imised,” addedDrTempe.
TheDelhihealthdepartment

has ordered 30,000 PPE kits (to
add to the 50,000 in stock), 3.5
lakh N95masks, 28 ventilators
and435oxygenconcentratorsto

meet an increased demand in
comingdays.
In a meeting with the Lt-

Governor Tuesday, Health
Secretary Padmini Singla said
there are 4,462 beds across the
capital’shospitals forCovidpa-
tients. She also said there are
429 ICU beds, 343 ventilators
and 2,632 oxygen-supported
beds available in Covid-desig-
natedhospitals.
Meanwhile, in contact trac-

ingthatwasinitiatedatAIIMSaf-
ter amessworker and a sanita-
tionsupervisordiedaftertesting
positive,overadozenhealthcare
workershave testedpositive.

15,257CASES,303DEATHSTILLWEDNESDAY

COVID-19CURVERISES

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

M
ay
27

M
ay
18

M
ay
5

A
pr
il
11

A
pr
il
5

M
ar
ch
31

M
ar
ch
2

1 120 503 1,065

5,104

10,054

15,257

TOTALACTIVECASES

7,690

TESTSCONDUCTEDTILLDATE

1,84,362

CasesrecordedonWednesday 792
People in ICU 191
Peopleonventilators 32

TOTALRECOVERED

7,264

In highest 24-hour spike,
Delhi records 792 cases

IRS officer found hanging at Chanakyapuri home
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY27

A 57-YEAR-OLD IRS officer al-
legedlycommittedsuicideathis
Chanakyapuri home
Wednesday.Policesaid the inci-

denttookplacearound7am,and
asuicidenotewasrecovered.
The officer, Keshav Saxena,

was found by his wife. She
rushed him to Primus Hospital
where hewas declared dead on
arrivalbydoctors, saidpolice.
DCP(NewDelhi)EishSinghal

said,“Wereceivedacallfromthe
hospital about the incident.
Saxenausedabedsheet tohang
himself.Wealso foundasuicide
noteathishome.His familysaid
hewas suffering from depres-
sion.Weareprobingthematter.”
SaxenawaspostedatITOand

is survived by hiswife, son and
twodaughters. TheDCP said he
committed suicide in the study
room,which is used by his son.
Thefamilywashomeatthetime.
“We are probing the note and
cannot reveal its contents," the
DCPsaid.

New Delhi



DCP tests positive,
3 police personnel
under quarantine

5 more at NDMC building
test positive for Covid-19

SOMYALAKHANI
NEWDELHI,MAY27

DCP (NORTH) Monika
Bhardwaj tested positive for
Covid-19 onWednesday, and
threeofherclosecontacts inof-
fice were quarantined. So far,
over434personnel intheDelhi
Police have tested positive for
the virus.
Joint CP (Central) Suvashis

Choudhary told The Indian
Express, “Asper thedoctor’sad-
vice,sheisunderhomequaran-
tine and doingwell. As of now,
three personnel, including her
personalassistantandstaffoffi-
cer,havebeenquarantined.The
contact tracing is on.”
Bhardwajhadslightfeverfor

twodays andgotherself tested
Tuesday. “OnWednesday, her
resultcamepositive.Shehasno
fever right now.We are closely
monitoring her health,” said a
senior police officer. The DCP’s

office and vehicle have been
sanitised. Additional DCP-I
(north) has been given charge
of the district till Bhardwaj re-
covers and joins.
Earlier this month, Delhi

Police constable Amit Kumar
(32), who was posted in the
Northwest district, passed
away. A day after his death, he
testedpositive for the virus.
Delhi Police chief S N

Shrivastavahasannouncedsev-
eral measures for the force to
fight the virus, and has tasked
Special CP (Traffic) and Special
CP (Women Safety) with over-
seeing the admission of Delhi
Policepersonnel tohospitals in
critical cases.

Noida will now seal single
towers, not entire societies

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEWDELHI,MAY27

MEAT PRICES have gone up in
thecityastheonlylegalabattoir
inGhazipur has been closed for
thepast twomonths,with little
clarity on when it can reopen.
Mutton, earlier sold for around
Rs500perkg, isnowbeingsold
for anything betweenRs 700 to
Rs1,000perkg inDelhi.
The East Delhi Municipal

Corporation,which runs the25-
acre facility near NH-24, had
closed the slaughterhouse in the
lastweekofMarch. Inanorder, it
said thiswas being done to “re-
strict close proximity of human
involvement incompliancewith
guidelinestocontainCovid-19”.
East MCD Commissioner

DilrajKaursaidthefacilityisalso
closed because the contract of
the company that carries out
slaughter has ended, and a pro-
posal to extend the contract till
the new tender is finalised is
pendingbeforethecorporation.
The 10-year lease period of

the firm running the plant,

FrigorificoAllana,hadexpiredin
2019 but was extended twice.
The slaughterhousewould de-
liverover4lakhkgofmeatdaily.
Kaursaid:“Thecompanyini-

tially agreed to continue opera-
tionsbyfollowingsocialdistanc-
ingnormsduring the lockdown
but then didn’t come forward.
Wewill initiate a fresh contract
and, in the meantime, try to
workoutanarrangementsothe
facilitybecomes functional.”
Theplantrunsinthreeshifts,

of which two are for local con-
sumption and one for export
purposes. There are around
2,000-2,500peopleatanygiven
time inside theslaughterhouse.
A senior official from

Frigorifico Allana said: “At this
time, there is very lessdemand.
Financialviabilityshouldalsobe
consideredas it isachallengeto
work in present conditions,
where business is at its lowest
andexportshavebeenhit.”
“Wealsoexpectthelivestock

market tobeopened,”hesaid.
AseniorEDMCofficialsaidfac-

torssuchas lowdemandandex-
ports takingahitwouldhaveaf-

fected its revenue. The official
added thatmost animalswere
brought from neighbouring
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan,whichmeansencoun-
teringseveralrestrictions:“Unlike
vegetables,itisdifficulttocontrol
themovementofanimalsanden-
suresocial-distancing.”
GulfamQureshi,presidentof

thegoatandsheeplivestockmar-
ket at Ghazipur, said thousands
ofpeopleareassociatedwiththe
trade,andbecausetheslaughter-
house is closed, it has led to the
buffalo,goatandsheepmarketto
beclosed. “Peoplewhoareasso-
ciatedwiththetradearebecom-
ing unemployed ... It is for the
MCD to resolve issueswith the
company and open the slaugh-
terhouse,”hesaid.
EDMC standing committee

headSandeepKapoorsaid,“Ire-
cently held a meeting with
traders and have assured them
that a solution will be found
soontoopenthemarket.”
On reopening the slaughter

house,hesaid itcouldtakesome
time as “not many companies
haveexpertiseinthisbusiness”.

SINCEENDOFMARCH

Ghazipur abattoir shut,
meat prices soar in city

New Delhi: A
39-year-old
man has died
afterhewasal-
legedlymowed
downbyatruck
inWestDelhi’s
Punjabi Bagh.
The deceased,
Naveen, was a
vegetableseller
and was with
his father,
Hariraj (68),
whenthetruck
ran over him.
The two
worked at
Azadpur
Mandi. Police
said the inci-
dent occurred
around5amon
May 22. They
said the two
were on a bike
when people
on three bikes
stopped them
ontheroad.The
men asked
Naveenabouta
tyre repair
shop,andwhen
Naveen saidhe
didn’t know,
themenstarted
arguing with
the father-son
duo. Deepak
Purohit, DCP
(West) said,
“WhenNaveen
waspushedto-
wardstheroad,
a speeding
truck rammed
into him.”
Police said
the threemen
and the driver
are on the run.
ENS

Man
pushed,
run over
by truck

ANANYATIWARI
NEWDELHI,MAY27

FOUR STAFFmembersworking
onthesixthflooroftheNewDelhi
Municipal Council’s (NDMC)
Palika Kendra centre at
Parliament Street have tested
positiveforCovid-19.Onthefifth
floor, a senior official, in his late
40s, in the estates department
also testedpositive for thevirus
onWednesday. A total of seven
staffershavecontractedthevirus
sofar.A61-year-olddoctorwork-
ingatthePalikadispensarytested
positivelastFridayanda56-year-
oldcivilengineer inApril.
Among the new cases are a

32-year-old senior accounts as-
sistant, a peon working in the
computer billing section, and
two personal assistants to two
accountsofficers.Thesixthfloor
of the Palika Kendra centrewas
sealedWednesday,withofficials
saying it will be sanitised over
thenexttwodays.Adecisionon
the sealing of the fifth floorwill
betakenonThursday,anNDMC

spokespersonsaid.
The peon and the senior ac-

countsassistanttestedpositiveon
Tuesday,andtheresultsofthetwo
PAs came onWednesday. The
peoniscurrentlyinisolationatthe
Najafgarh quarantine centre,
whiletheotherthreeareinhome
quarantine.
SudhirSinghBisht,directorof

accounts/finance at theNDMC,
saidmanyotherstaffonthesame
floorareshowingsymptomssuch
as fever and coughandhavebe-
gunworkingfromhomestarting
Wednesday: “The staff were

coming to office in batches, so
theyweremaintainingsocialdis-
tancing. The oneswhowere in
close contact with the positive
casesaregettingtheirtestsdone.”
Nodalmedicalofficer forthe

district, Dr Amresh, said seven-
eight people have reported
symptoms: “Most of themwill
be testedThursday.”
The61-year-olddoctoratthe

Palika dispensary is in quaran-
tineather Janpathhome.
DrAmresh,alsoadoctoratthe

dispensary,said,“Wearescanning
howmanypatients shehas seen
in the last 10 days... and calling
them to see if they are positive.
Mostpatientsare fromtheoffice
complexandneighbourhoodar-
eas likePalikamarketandbanks.
People fromtheMHAoffice also
comehere.Asfaraspeoplework-
ing in Palika Kendra are con-
cerned, theyareall low-riskcon-
tactsandhadwornprotectivegear
whilevisiting.Otherthanpatients,
wehavetraced14-15people—in-
cluding thedoctor’s co-workers,
peons and safai karamcharis—
andscreenedthem.”

7havetestedpositivesofar

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA,MAY27

THENOIDA administrationwill
seal a tower insteadof anentire
complex if a Covid-19 positive
patient is foundinahousingso-
ciety. Thedecisionwas taken as
perastategovernmentorderre-
visingcontainmentzonedemar-
cations.TillWednesdayevening,
Gautam Budh Nagar had re-
ported 362 cases, with 234 re-
coveriesand fivedeaths.
“After consulting the state

government,containmentzones
in urban areas have been rede-
fined. In the event there is one
case in amulti-storey building,
then theparticular tower of the
societywill be sealed. If there is
more thanone case or a cluster,
thepreviousorderofmarkinga
500-metre containment zone,
plus a 250-metre buffer zone,
will stand. In case towers of
housing societieswhere a clus-
ter is present fall outside the
500-metre radius, theywill not

be part of containment zone,”
said Suhaas LY, DM Gautam
BudhNagar, inanorder.
Themovecomesintheback-

drop of several RWAs and citi-
zens protesting against zones
beingcontainedforanextended
perioddespitesocietiesnothav-
ingreportedmorethanonecase.
OnMonday night, an argu-

menthadensuedbetweenresi-
dentsof SupertechEcoVillage1
andpolice after theadministra-
tionreachedthespot toseal the
societyafterthreepositivecases
were reported.Protestingat the
gate,residentssaidthefewcases
should not impact their move-
ment. Police convinced them
andsealed thesociety.
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MosthousingsocietiesinGautamBudhNagar’scontainment
zonelisthaveminimum10,000residents.AbhinavSaha

Sofar,over434
personnel intheDelhi
Policehavetested
positive for thevirus
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Championing the cause with efficacy

■■ ABHISHEK PATHAK

W ITH COVID-19 cases mounting in
the country, the NGO sector has
been relentlessly engaged in pro-

viding relief services to the impoverished
section of our society. The problems are
many as there’s no industry or sector that is
currently unaffected from the gravity of this
lethal pandemic. From agriculture to
tourism, from aviation to manufacturing,
from retail to e-commerce, the whole spec-
trum of our economic activities seems sus-
pended in the wake of the pandemic. In such
a scenario, though the government has
launched a massive rescue effort for the In-
dian Inc., the onus is nonetheless on the
NGO sector to reach out the poorest of poor
through their expansive network.

This unprecedented crisis has hit almost
every organisation in the country, either di-

rectly or indirectly, generating a wave of
panic and fear among workers and daily
wage population. Much of the mitigation ef-
forts required to minimise the effects of the
pandemic hinges on the participation of the
NGO sector. For them, preparedness is the
key, meaning managing and minimising the
financial implications of the crisis on their
relief activities, taking stock of the situation
and being realistic, and safeguarding the
well-being of their staff, volunteers, donors,
community and other stakeholders involved.

NGOs share a deep connect with spatial
and sector issues and are fully aware of the
magnitude of the crisis. Their response and
commitment to the cause is heart-warming.
The NGO sector has been actively engaged in
providing relief in manifold manners, includ-
ing setting up community kitchens, creating
awareness about prevention and physical
distancing, providing shelter to the home-

less and the daily wage workers, supporting
government efforts in setting up health
camps and in deputing volunteers to deliver
services to the elderly, persons with disabili-
ties, children and others. Realising communi-
cation gap due to language problems
among the masses, many NGOs developed
communication strategies in different ver-
naculars to spread awareness down to the
community level.This outstanding approach
to the crisis has been very well-received in
COVID-19 response management.

The work of the NGO sector is quite varied
currently, given the circumstances. While
some NGOs are directly working with bene-
ficiaries, the others are working alongside
government departments that are engaged
in relief work, including distribution of dry
rations and cooked food. In this regard,
around 55 NGOs have partnered with the
government to supply prepared food and

food/dry rations in Bengaluru and its periph-
ery alone.

Among other relief material that are being
provided by the NGOs include, bed sheets
and pillow covers, insulins, biscuit packets,
sanitisers, soaps, N-95 masks, 3-ply masks,
strips of peridol tablets, thermometers, air
beds, wheel chairs, X ray viewer box, PPE
kits, spectacles and hand gloves among
many others.

It is thus evident that managing the im-
pacts of this pandemic is a mammoth task
for every stakeholder involved, whether gov-
ernment, NGO sector or private players,
everyone from every field has to step in to
help the society face its worst ever crisis to-
gether. However, the NGO sector has to take
stock of their financial situation and create
ample opportunities to raise funds in con-
tinuing their relief activities to support the
marginalised society efficiently.

VISION without action is just a dream, ac-
tion without vision just passes the time,

and vision with action can change the
world.” This quote by Nelson Mandela
is very relevant to current times and in
line with our vision of playing critical
role in making this world a better place
for every human being.We believe en-

trepreneurs and corporates should use
their business position, knowledge and re-

sources for something more than their bot-
tom line. BlueAves E-Health Foundation's mis-

sion is to create a network of individuals and progressive organisations
through public dialogue to bring about social change in the areas of pre-
ventive healthcare and make accessible quality preventive health care to
marginalised segment of our society.We believe that early detection and
prevention of non-communicable diseases is the only way to keep society
healthy, productive and prosperous.
HARPINDER PAL, CEO, BlueAves E-Health Foundation

THE war against COVID-19 has been relentlessly
fought throughout each of the 29 states of In-

dia; with tireless support from the central
government. As elsewhere in the world,
the pandemic continues to inflict agony
and despair; with over five and half mil-
lion people succumbing to its death
globally. India too is counting the cost
of the scourge with 83,000 actively in-

fectious cases to-date; and over 4,300 of
its citizens killed by the virus.Apart from

governments, many institutions and officials
have been hailed for the heroic effort that they

have put into the saving lives in this vast country. In appreciation of all
those who have been at the frontlines of corona, it is fitting to acknowledge
the critical role played by India’s non-governmental organisations.

NGOs in India have stood shoulder to shoulder with government at the
frontline of this grim battle.They have opened up shelters, fed people, made
and donated masks, provided relief and advice during lockdown; and done
many more things besides. In this way they put that gentle human touch to
relieve the suffering of India.
HER EXCELLENCY MS. GRACE AKELLO
High Commissioner of Uganda to New Delhi

Appreciation message
for Indian NGOs

Working with the government, the NGO sector has been tirelessly contributing to alleviate stress created
by COVID-19 pandemic by providing relief services to marginalised section of our society

What are the challenges in re-
sponding to the pandemic of
COVID-19?
World Vision India has been working in
the country for almost 6 decades and has
been responding to many humanitarian
disasters. The COVID-19 pandemic is a
public health disaster, which requires a
unique response while coping with re-
strictions on travel, lockdown require-
ments and health concerns. COVID 19
disrupted the supply chains, which dis-
turbed our procurement of relief materi-
als. In all the disasters, World Vision In-
dia is usually the first responder
however, in the case of COVID-19 ,
ground realities hampered our immedi-
ate response.

How are corporates and NGOs
joining hands in the fight against
COVID-19?
Most of the corporates have stepped in to
support the nationwide COVID-19 re-
sponse. Either they have donated to PM
CARES Fund, chief ministers' relief funds
or relief agencies. The Corporates with
whom we are already collaborating have
requested us to prioritize regular CSR
funding to Covid19 response.

How has COVID-19 affected fund-
ing to NGOs?
We understand that COVID-19 will have a
massive impact on businesses and com-

panies. Companies will not be able to
generate profits like previous years.
Therefore, we expect significant reduc-
tion in CSR budgets. So, funding for
NGOs will also see a down trend.

Has COVID-19 affected World Vi-
sion India's funding?
Covid-19 has taken a huge hit on the
global economy and has impacted some
of our corporate sponsors who fall under
sectors like travel and tourism, automo-
bile industry, freight and logistics, con-
struction and real estate and consumer
retail and many more. Several companies
have already started to retrench staff
and are going in for pay cuts to remain
afloat.All this is certainly going to affect
individual and corporate giving.We may

see uncertainties in commitments to the
NGO sector in the fiscal year. Many of our
institutional donors may now pay in ar-
rears and only after long delays and au-
dits. So it is imperative for us to rework
strategies and reintegrate our programs
in the COVID-19 context.

From World Vision India's experi-
ence, what is the best way of sus-
tainable giving ?
The best way of sustainable giving for
every individual is to sponsor a child,
which will cost Rs. 26 a day or Rs 800 per
month.This giving will help a vulnerable
child through our sustainable develop-
ment interventions that we do in our
communities through our sponsorship
programs.We are happy to say that thou-
sands of World Vision India sponsors
have helped to bring a difference in the
lives of children, and we want to see
growth in this type of giving.

How is World Vision India respond-
ing to cyclone Amphan?
Cyclone Amphan has brought massive
destruction to homes and livelihoods in
many of the locations where we work.
Together with partner organisations,
World Vision India is rapidly assessing
the situation on ground and is preparing
a swift emergency assistance to support
the communities we serve in West Bengal
and Orissa.

INTERVIEW I Sony Thomas, Group Director
Resource Mobilisation,WorldVision India

THE coronavirus is posing a serious never-
before challenge for the lives and livelihoods
of millions of people. There are millions of
people  who  are  unable  to  protect  them-
selves. So as a matter of basic human solidar-
ity, this is the moment to step up for the vul-
nerable. A crucial time to fight against the
virus.

As responsible corporate citizens of the
nation, Ajanta Pharma and Samta Founda-
tion extend their support to fight this COVID-
19 pandemic by distributing 2.5 lakh meals
(8,000 per day), ration bags who are im-
pacted amid the severe lockdown.

We have donated two swap collection

booths at Nair Hospital and Cooper Hospital.
Aligned with the health department and

local Governing bodies and provided medical
equipment such as PPE Kits, gloves, eyewear,
and sanitizers to doctors, nurses, and Mumbai
Municipal Corp staff.

Moreover, Rs 2 Cr has been contributed to
Prime minister CARES fund and Rs 4 cr spent
for Govt of Maharashtra. Employees of
Ajanta Pharma Contributed their ONE day
salary thereby adding Rs 1 cr to the contribu-
tion.

Our priority is to help the poor and strug-
gling people who rely on humanitarian assis-
tance hence we have deployed all our ener-

gies and commitment of funds for mentioned
activities.

Samta Foundation Creating changes
where it matters most. Its forays into the
fields of health care, cataract care, and educa-
tion and works towards Prisoners' Transfor-
mation and many other Community Services.
Making rural and tribal communities healthy,
literate, and self-reliant and working with
prisoners to improve their quality of life.

PURUSHOTTAM AGRAWAL
Founder of Ajanta Pharma and Samta Group
And Hon. Consul of Zimbabwe in Mumbai
and Principal Trustee of Samta Foundation.

‘Imperative to rework strategies, reintegrate
programmes in COVID-19 context’
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Aspecial trainat theCharbaghrailwaystation inLucknow
onWednesday.Vishal Srivastav

VershaDawadiandDevPradhanfromNepalsettledinDelhi.
Outofwork, theywanttoreturnhomeviaBihar.AbhinavSaha

ON THE MOVE

Kalingwati (30), alongwithherchildrenandhusbandBirender (30), reachedGuruNanakDevstadiuminLudhianaon
abus fromAmritsar toboardaspecial trainonWednesday.Birender,whois fromUP’sAmbedkarNagar, losthis jobas
apainter inAmritsarwhereheusedtoearnaroundRs350aday.GurmeetSingh

LUCKNOW:3PM

DELHI:5.09PM

MigrantworkersfromUPontheirwaytoKalupurrailway
stationinAhmedabadonWednesday. JavedRaja

Prabhu(37),aconstructionworkerfromUP’sGorakhpur,waits
toreturnhomewithhisfamily,inChandigarh. JasbirMalhi

CHANDIGARH:11.30AM

AHMEDABAD:10.23AM

LUDHIANA:1.23PM
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AMRITADUTTA
BENGALURU,MAY27

“IT’SFUNNYbutIsometimesfeel
like I am doctor doing a proce-
dure,”AmeyLsaidwitha laugh.
A manager and stylist at a B-
Blunt salon in Bengaluru, Amey
resumedwork about four days
ago andhas adapted to thenew
normal.
She alwayswears amask, a

shoe cover, a head cover and a
capewhile in the salon—other
thanthemask,allofthosearedis-
posedofaftereverydealingwith
acustomer.
Before the start of a service,

whether a haircut orwaxing, a
face shield is clickedon,which is
sanitised right after. “Our cus-
tomers are happyweare taking
thismuchcare.Butwearealsodo-
ing this for our ownsafety,” said
Amey.
Fromfaceshieldstoshoecov-

ers,temperaturecheckstooxime-
terassessments,atemporaryhalt
onfacialsandmanicurestoacom-
pulsoryhairwashbeforeahaircut
—salonsinBengaluruareputting
in place a new post-lockdown
protocoltodrawbackcustomers.
Ameyandotherstaffinthesa-

lonhavebeen split into a shift of

15memberseachtoavoid“cross-
contamination,”saidGauriSpratt,
partner and director, B-Blunt.
“Oncetheyenter,theychangeinto
afreshsetofclothesandfootwear
that theywear only in the salon.
Aftereveryservice, all theequip-
mentusedissterilisedanddisin-
fected,asaretheworkstations.We
staggertheappointmentssothat
wehavetimeforthis,”saidSpratt.
Facials,manicures, threading of
eyebrowsandlipshavebeendis-
continued.
At theYLG chain of salons in

thecity,onceacustomerwalksin,
she is checked forboth tempera-
ture andoxygen levels. “Weuse
oximeterstocheckoxygenlevels,
whichhavetobeabove92%,”said
Vaijayanthi Balachandran,
spokesperson.
“Every customer has to fill a

self-declaration form that asks
themtheirtravelhistory,whether
theyhaveacoldorcoughorifthey
have been exposed to the virus.

We encourage anAarogya Setu
appcompliance,”sheadded.
The staff in some salons are

beingnudgedtocomeinpersonal
vehicles and avoid public trans-
port. Therearealsonewrulesthat
demand social distancing at all
timesinsidethesalon.
Whilesalonchainsareinabet-

terposition to followsuchproto-
cols, evensingle-person-runbar-
bershops aredoing their best. “I
amquitescaredaboutgetting in-
fected,”saidRaju,whorunsabar-
bershop innorthBengaluru.He
openedforbusinessaweekagoaf-
ter twomonthsof zeroearnings.
Whilehedoesnothave thermal
gunstocheckthetemperatureof
customerswhocomein,heinsists
theywear amask, and sanitise
theirhands.“If I feeldoubtfulthat
theyhave feveror if theyare ill, I
sendthemback,”hesaid.
Hedoesonlyhaircutsfornow.

“I amnotdoinganyshavesor fa-
cialsfornow.It istoorisky.”

SRINATHRAO
NANDED,MAY27

HAIR SALONS and spas re-
opened over the weekend in
Maharashtra’s Nanded district,
but with a catch — bring your
owntowel if youwantahaircut.
GuidelinesissuedbyNanded

Collector Vipin Itankar include
wearing face masks, booking
prior appointments, sterilising
and sanitising scissors, combs
andbrushesbeforeandafteruse
andmaintaining a distance of
three feetbetweencustomers.
At AnkushMen’s Parlour in

Vazirabad, proprietor Ankush
Waghmare spent all of Saturday
evening sanitising his premises
beforeopeningthenextmorning.
Representatives of the district’s
Nabhik community, who run
more than350hair salons in the
city,hadpetitionedtheCollector
severaltimessincethelockdown

was eased, before finally being
grantedpermissiontoopen.
Inlinewithothercommercial

andbusinessactivitiesresuming
inorangedistricts,gettingahair-
cut also comeswith conditions
inNanded.“Wedonotletanyone
enterifheisn’twearingamask.If
a customer hasn’t brought a
towelalong,wetellhimtoeither

go home and bring one or buy
one,” saidWaghmare. Thesalon
next toWaghmare’s has been
selling large napkins for Rs 10
each to customerswhowalk in
withoutone.
Ganesh Bahadure,who runs

apharmacynextdoorandisone
ofWaghmare’s oldest clients, is
among those who brought his
owntowel. “I havebeencoming
herefor18yearsbutfeelsaferus-
ingmyowntowel,”hesaid.
Salonshaveinvestedheavily

to purchase large quantities of
disinfectant and sanitiser. Their
newest tools are plastic gloves,
maskandextraplasticspraycan-
istersfilledwithsanitiser.Before
ahaircut,Waghmareandhiscol-
leaguessanitisethechair’scush-
ion, backrests, armrests, their
hands, scissors, combs, brushes
andthecustomer’shands.
Business has been slow.

Waghmare said customers are
afraidtovisitsalons.“Peoplebe-

cameveryscaredafterwatching
newslastmonthofabarberwho
had unknowingly infected his
customers inBhopal. Before the
lockdown,weneverhadtimeto
rest,” saidWaghmare.
AtVinayMen’sParlourdown

the road, owner Anil
Sanjeevanikarhasspentthelast
three days “repairing haircuts”.
“Lotsofmenhavegrownso irri-
tated with hair growing over
theirfacesinthelasttwomonths
that they have cut off the fringe
clumsily. That has spoiled their
whole look. Some men come
withuneven lengths,”hesaid.
“I amdown from10-15 cus-

tomers a day before the lock-
downto2-3now,"hesaid.
Orderedbythedistrictadmin-

istration to enforce thepresence
ofnomorethanfourcustomersat
a time, salonshave started to cut
downon all forms of entertain-
ment thatmade them a social
clubhousebeforethelockdown.

OPENINGUP

UTTARPRADESH
7,567 269 95

Foreignentrants:None

TAMILNADU
11,231 817 139

Foreignentrants:None

RAJASTHAN
13,441 280 103

Foreignentrants:NA

KERALA
2,162 40 28

Foreignentrants:9

ANDHRAPRADESH
9,664 68 66

Foreignentrants:None

PUNJAB
2,277 33 None

Foreignentrants: 1

HARYANA
2,729 76 None

Foreignentrants: None

■Samplestested

■Positivecases
■ Migrants

A look at howCovid-19 case counts in states
are changing asmigrants return home

CASECOUNT: THECHANGINGPICTURE

States’ data for last 24hours, updatedup to9pmonMay27

Salons in Nanded reopen but with
a catch – bring your own towel

Face shields to oximeter checks:
Bengaluru salons get new protocol

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU,MAY27

THEKARNATAKAHighCourthas
sought an assurance from the
GovernmentofIndiaoncontinu-
anceofShramikSpecialtrainsbe-
yondMay31onaccountof hun-
dredsofmigrants stillwaiting to
betransportedtotheirhomes.
Thecourthasalsosoughtde-

tailsof arrangementbeingmade
to provide food tomigrants on
theirlongtrainjourneystohomes
innorthIndia.
Adivisionbench comprising

ChiefJusticeAbhaySreenivasOka
andJusticeBVNagarathnasought
a categorical assurance by the
Uniongovernmentafterstateand
centralauthorities indicatedthat
the train services formigrants
maycontinuebeyondMay31.
“Itwill be appropriate if the

Central government places on
recorditsassurancethatevenaf-
ter 31st May 2020, if request
comesfromthestategovernment
for arranging Shramik special
trainsfromstateofKarnataka,the

samewill be favourably consid-
eredby the railways," thebench
saidwhile hearing a PIL on the
plight of migrant workers
strandedinKarnataka.
InahearingonTuesdayonthe

issueofmigrants,KarnatakaChief
Secretary TMVijayBhaskar and
other senior officials appeared
throughvideoconferencingtoex-
plainthestate'spolicyonbearing
the cost of travel ofmigrants on
ShramikSpecialtrains.
“The Chief Secretary stated

thatadecisionhasbeentakenby
thestategovernment tobear the
train fareandbus fareofmigrant
workerswhowish to travelback
totheirrespectivestates.Hestates
thatitwillapplytothosemigrant
workerswhowilltraveluptoand
inclusive of 31stMay, 2020,'' the
highcourtobservedfollowingthe
videoconferencehearing.
Thehighcourthassoughtde-

tails of all migrants who have
soughttoreturnhome.“Itwillbe
appropriate if both the State
Government and Central
Governmentplaceon record the
detailsof thearrangements...”

NewDelhi:TheSupremeCourton
Wednesdayagreedtohearanap-
plication filed by Congress
spokesperson Randeep Singh
Surjewalaontheplightofmigrant
workersstrandedduetothelock-

down,ortravellingbackhome.
The application, filed

through Advocate Sunil
Fernandes, will be heard along
with themainmatter on the is-
sueonThursday. ENS

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR,
SANTANUCHOWDHURY&
VISHWASWAGHMODE
NEWDELHI, KOLKATA,
MUMBAI,MAY27

EVEN AS the Centre has been
gunning for the Maharashtra
government over the state’s al-
legedinabilitytobringmoremi-
grantworkerstoboardShramik
SpecialtrainsfromMumbai,the
West Bengal government
jumped into the fray on
Wednesday and took on the
Centre for sending trains to the
statesupposedlywithoutkeep-
ing themin the loop.
West Bengal CM Mamata

BanerjeeallegedthattheRailways
on its own was sending 36
ShramiktrainsfromMaharashtra,
andhergovernmenthadnotbeen
informedaboutit.Sheallegedthat
even theMaharashtra govern-
ment hadbeen informed about
thetrainslate.
UrgingthePrimeMinisterto

intervene, she said, “They
(Railways) are acting according
totheirwhimsandfancies. Iap-
pealtoPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi to look seriously into the
situationtostopspreadofthein-
fection. IrequestthePMandthe
Union HomeMinister to look
into thematterand intervene.”
“DuetoCycloneAmphan, the

WestBengalgovernmenthadre-
questedMaharashtratosendonly

two trains a day. We had de-
manded48trainsuntilMay30but
theyscheduled43onasingleday
forWestBengal.Thiswasdonede-
liberatelysothatmigrantsshould
notgohomeandtheMaharashtra
government is blamed for it,”
Maharashtra TransportMinister
AnilParabtoldthemedia.
“I don’t know why the

RailwaysMinistryhasdone this.
How will I screen 2 lakh mi-
grants,”sheasked.“Itseemspol-
itics has overtaken everything.
AmItofightthecycloneandcoro-
navirus,orpolitics?Wehadgiven
alistandaschedulefor(Shramik)
trainsbutweresuddenlytoldyes-
terdaythat36trainsarenowleav-
ing forBengal.Maharashtra said
eventheyhadnoideaabout it.”
Railways sources at various

locations confirmed to The
Indian Express that the number
quoted by Banerjeewas not off
themark. “We are running the
trains at thebehest of the send-
ing states. As per new MHA
guidelines, we are informing
destinationstatesandnot seek-
ing permission. In the case of
WestBengal too, itwasdone,” a
seniorofficial said.
TheRailwaysMinistrydidnot

respondonthematter,andmin-
ister PiyushGoyal, engaged in a
war of wordswith the Uddhav
Thackeray government for the
pastfewdays,remainedsilentas
well. FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

HC seeks Centre’s
assurance on Shramik
trains after May 31

SC to hear Cong leader’s plea
on migrant worker issue

Mamata slams Rlys,
its ‘politics’ of sending
Shramik trains without
informing state govt

Guidelines includebooking
priorappointments

Asalon inBengaluru. Express

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR,
SANTOSHSINGH&ASAD
REHMAN
NEWDELHI, PATNA,
LUCKNOW,MAY27

AT LEAST nine passengers on
board Shramik Special trains to
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar were
founddeadinthelast48hours,of-
ficials and relatives of the de-
ceasedsaidonWednesday.
Fivepeoplediedduring their

journeyhometoUP,andfourdied
onwaytoBihar.
A tenth person, Shobhan

Kumar, 28, from Janakpur in
Nepal, who had reached UP’s
Ballia onaMadgaon-Darbangha
train Tuesday evening andwas
admitted to the district hospital
afterfallingillduringjourney,died
onWednesday, Additional SP,
Ballia,SanjayYadavsaid.
Railwaysofficialssaidmanyof

themwere patients returning
homeaftertreatment.
OnWednesday, a seconds-

longclipshowingatoddlertrying
towakehermotheronaplatform
in Bihar’sMuzaffarpur station
wentviral onsocialmedia, invit-
ingoutrageattheplightofpassen-
gers inShramikSpecials.Theclip
showedthechildtryingtopullthe
sheet off hermother’s body in a
bidtowakeherup.
Hismother, ArvinaKhatoon,

26,haddiedonatrainbackhome.
Khatoon,aresidentofKatihar,

had boarded the train from
AhmedabadonMay23withher
twosonsagedthreeandone,and
wasaccompaniedbyherbrother-
in-lawMohammadWazir and
sister.
AlthoughArvinahadnopre-

vious illness, shewas anaemic,
Wazir said. “Wewere about to
reachChhaprawhenshefainted.
We sprinkledwater onher face,
but she died as we crossed

Chhapra. We got off at
Muzaffarpur. As there was no
stretcher available, I carried
Arvina’sbodyandkeptitonplat-
form,”he said.He said therewas
nofoodorwatershortageontrain,
—“shediedallofasudden...”
AnotherpassengerfromBihar

—UreshKhatun fromKatihar—
reportedlydied inher sleepona
Surat-Purniatrain.Thebodywas
deboardedatMansi,Bihar.
Athirddeathwasreportedat

Bihar’sDanapur. Bodyof Basisth
Mahato, 70,was takenoutof the
Mumbai-Darbhanga Shramik
Special.Aheartpatient,hewasre-
turningwith family after treat-
mentinMumbai,officialssaid.
Twomenwerefounddeadin

a train fromMumbai thatpulled
intoVaranasi’sManduadihstation
at 8.20 am on Wednesday.
According to Government
RailwayPolice (GRP) inVaranasi,
the twohave been identified as
Dasarath Prajapati, 30, from
Jaunpur, and Ramratan

Raghunath,55,fromAzamgarh.
Prajapatiwasphysicallychal-

lenged, thepolice said. Railways
officialssaidhesufferedfromkid-
neyailments,andRaghunathwas
“battlingmanyillnesses”.
Bhushan Singh, 58, of Saran,

Bihar,was founddead in a train
thatreachedBalliafromSurat,SP
DevendraNathsaid.
Twopeoplewerefounddead

when a Jhansi-Gorakhpur train
reachedKanpur onWednesday.
Officialssaidoneofthethemwas
identified as Ram Awadh
Chauhan(45);identityofthesec-
ondpersonisnotestablishedyet.
Railwayssourcessaidtrainsto

bothBiharandUPhadmealserv-
iceonroute.
Inanothercase,afour-year-old

boy,MohammedIrshaad,diedon
Monday reportedly because of
heat andhunger during the 39-
hour journey from Delhi to
Muzaffarpur.WITHPTIINPUTS

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

5DEATHS INUP,4 INBIHAR; 1DEADDAYAFTERFALLING ILL

Arailwayofficialprovidesdrinkingwater tomigrants, atarailwaystation in Jabalpur.PTI

Onway home, nine dead in
Shramik Specials in 48hrs

Surat: A 32-year-old
workerfromOdishadied
at a hospital in Surat on
Tuesday, hours after he
fell unconscious in a bus
thatwascarryingmigrant
workers to the city rail-
way station to catch a
train to Odisha. The de-
ceasedwas identified as
Sillu Jena, a native of
Odisha'sGanjamdistrict.
Hewasworkingatapow-
erloom factory in Surat’s
Pandesara for the last
nearly 10 years, officials
said.His postmortemre-
port is awaited and doc-
tors said he might have
got a heat stroke, police
said. ENS

On way to station,
Odisha man falls
ill, dies in hospital

New Delhi
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THE SUPREMECourt onWedn-
esday sought to knowwhether
thePressCouncilofIndia(PCI)has
initiatedanyactiononallegations
that certain sections of print and
electronicmedia had commu-
nalised theNizamuddinMarkaz
issue involving members of
TablighiJamaat.
In a separatematter, the top

courtalsoaskedtheCentretore-
spond to a plea seeking a probe
intothecircumstancesleadingto
theholdingoftheTablighiJamaat

conventioninNizamuddininthe
nationalcapitalinMarchthisyear.
A bench headed by Chief

Justice SABobdewas hearing a
plea by Jamiat-Ulama-I-Hind
whichallegedthattheconvention
wasbeingreportedinsuchaman-
ner as to spread communal ha-
tred.At theprevioushearing, the
courthadsaid it “willnotgagthe
press”andaskedthepetitionerto
impleadPCI.OnWednesday, the
courtissuednoticetotherespon-
dents including theCentre,with
theCJIobserving“don’tletpeople
instigate law and order issues...
Thesearethethingsthatlaterbe-
comelawandorderissues”.

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharamanrecentlyannounced
reformsforthedefenceindustry
as part of the government’s
package for a self-reliant India.
RAJ KUMAR, Defence Product-
ionSecretary,speakstoKRISHN
KAUSHIK about how the pro-
posed policy changes could af-
fect production of defence
equipment in India, and about
the role played by Ordnance
FactoryBoard(OFB)andDefence
PublicSectorUnits(DPSU)inthe
fightagainstCovid-19.

DPSUs,DRDOandOFBhave
beeninvolvedtoassist inthe
fightagainstCovid-19.How
manyPPEshavebeen
manufacturedandhanded
over?Whichcompaniesare
helpingDPSUsmake
ventilators?
OFB andDPSUshavemanu-

factured 15,09,000 masks, of
which1,074,668havebeenhand-
ed over. They have produced
1,27,350 litres of hand sanitisers
and 1,08,935 litres has been
handed over. Similarly, of the
44,625coverallsmanufacturedby
them,39,167havebeendelivered.
Beyond these, the OFB and

DPSUs havemanufactured 340
tentsand240havebeengivenout.
Theyhavemanufactured10,833
bedlinens,handingover5,353of
them. They have produced and
delivered80faceshieldsand400
blanketcovers.
DPSUsarealsomakingventi-

lators,andarebeinghelpedbypri-
vatecompanies.SkanrayTechno-
logies,Mysore andNiceNeotech
are helping Bharat Electronics
Limited(BEL),andNoccaRobotics
Limited is helpingBharatDyna-
mics Limited. BEL will supply

30,000ventilatorsby July2020.
Additionally, OFB has repaired
67ventilatorsandhandedthem
to theTelanganagovernment.

What is the likely impactof
budgetcutsduetothe
pandemiconthedefence
productionindustry?
Asondatethereisnobudget

cut of theMinistry of Defence.
However, there has been some
restriction on expenditure dur-
ing the firstquarterof 2020-21.

FinanceMinisterNirmala
Sitharamansaidtherewould
bea listof equipmentand
platformsthatwillnotbe
allowedtobe imported.Do
youthinkthecountryhas
enoughdomesticplayers to
fulfil theforces’demandsand

matchthequalityrequired?
India’sdefenceandaerospace

industry,with thehelpofDRDO
andin-houseR&D,hasgradually
come of age and is capable of
manufacturing certain family of
platforms and equipment such
asa rangeof fieldguns,missiles,
radars. The Department of
Military Affairs has been re-
quested to look into all such in-
digenouslymanufacturedrange
of platforms/ equipment of
which a negative list could be
prepared so that our forcesmay
nothavetodependontheseim-
ported items,without compro-
misingthesecurityofournation.

TheArmyhascontinuously
raisedthe issueof sub-par
qualityproductsproducedby
OFBthat is leadingtoahigher
numberof accidents.Hasthe
Armyorotherservicesraised
anyissuewiththeministry?
What is thegovernment
doingtoensurethatOFB
productsmatchthequality
demanded?
The government is keeping

track on “Transformation of
Ammunition and Explosive
Manufacturing in Ordnance
Factories”. Inthisregard,theOFB
has developed a Customer
ComplaintMonitoring System,
where factories resolve com-
plaintsof theuserunitsandres-
olutioniscertifiedbyQAG(anin-
dependentQualityAuditGroup).
A special drivewas initiated by
OFB to resolve long-pending
complaints and takemeasures
to avoid them in future, which
helpedreductionofpendencyof
complaints toagreatextent.
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‘OFB and Defence PSUs
have made 15 lakh masks, 1.2
lakh litres of hand sanitisers’

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

HISTORICAL LINKS
EXTERNALAFFAIRSMinisterSJaishankar,whohasbeeninthe
thick ofmanaging diplomatic channels following the India-
Chinatensionalongtheborder,tookthetimeonWednesdayto
applaud an archaeological find in a conservation project in
Vietnam.A9th-centurymonolithic sandstoneShivLingawas
foundintheongoingprojectatChamTempleComplex,MySon.
TheArchaeologicalSurveyofIndiafoundit,anditwaspartofthe
Indiangovernment’sdevelopmentpartnershipproject inthat
country. Jaishankarhadvisitedthetemplecomplexin2011.

ONLINE PUSH
FROMMAKING short video clips of top leaders -- including
partychiefSoniaGandhi,Rahul Gandhiandothers–tolining
uplive interactions,preparing interviewsofmigrantworkers
andothersaffectedbythelockdown,theCongress’ssocialme-
diadepartmentisgoingallouttomaketheparty’sfirstonline
campaign, ‘Speak Up India’, a success. This will be the
Congress’s first organised campaign since the imposition of
lockdown. The party hasmappedworkers up to booth level
and directed them to post content on Facebook and Twitter
on Thursday demanding free travel formigrants, direct cash
transferof Rs10,000to India’spoorest familiesandrelief and
financialassistancetoMSMEs.Thepartybelieves80percent
of itsworkershaveFacebookaccounts.

FAST FILES
THESUPREMECourt’shearingof casesviavideo-conferenc-
ing has not beenwithout amusingmoments. On Tuesday,
Justice D Y Chandrachudwas seen conducting proceedings
usinganiPad,whileotherjudgesonthebenchwerehandling
paperfiles.Duringthehearing,JusticeChandrachud,whoalso
heads the Supreme Court’s e-committee, quipped,
“Brothers…your files aremoving faster than files onmyde-
vice.Manual transfer looksquicker thanelectronic form.”

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI,MAY27

ADAY after the SupremeCourt
sought answers fromtheCentre
and the state governments over
the problems faced bymigrant
workers, Union Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad onWednesday
said the governments are doing
theirbestandifanyonehasbetter
solutions to offer, they will be
takenintoaccount.
Askedaboutthecourt'sobser-

vation that “effective concen-
trated efforts are required to re-
deem the situation”, the senior
BJP leader told themedia, “The
SupremeCourthasalwaysgotits
jurisdiction to take these typeof
subjects, or any subjects for that
matter. But as Lawminister of
India, it is not proper forme to
makeanycommentontheobser-
vations. The SupremeCourt has
issued notice and the govern-
ment of India and the state gov-
ernmentswill respond onwhat
stepstheyhavetaken.”
“Icanonlystateinallthehum-

ilitythatallthestatesaredoingth-
eir best. Thesearevery challeng-
ing times. If someone has any
better solutions tooffer, theywill
be taken into account,” he said.
Prasad said results of the efforts
madeby thegovernmentswere
visible.“Theresults, Indiaincom-
parison to theworldas far as the
death is concerned, speak aloud
onourinitiatives.”
Lastweek, the Gujarat High

Court pulledup theBJP-led gov-

ernment for thepoor facilities at
a state-run hospital in Ahmed-
abad. Asked aboutwhat kind of
assistance the Centrewould be
extendingtothestate,Prasadsaid,
“The AIIMS director was sent
theretoguide...Whateverfurther
isneededwill bedone.Wedon’t
wanttoseethepoliticalcolourof
thestategovernment.Thecoun-
try needs towork inunison and
we have to overcome and I am
quitesureweshallovercome.”
Targeting Congress leader

Rahul Gandhi, Prasad said his
recent public statements were
“utterly irresponsible”. He al-
leged that Rahul “was trying to
weakentheresolve”ofthecoun-
trytofightagainstthepandemic
andthathiscriticismwas“based
uponfalsehood”.
“Thefirststatetoannouncea

lockdownwas Punjab followed
byRajasthan.AndnowMahara-
shtra and Punjabwere the first
onestoextendthelockdowntill
May31,evenbeforethemeeting
ofchiefministerswiththePrime
Minister…You say lockdown is
not the solution, thendon't you
explain this toyourchiefminis-
ters?Or don't they listen to you,
or theydon't giveyouropinions
anyweightage?,”hesaid.

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI,MAY27

THE IMPLEMENTATION of the
lockdownandaspects related to
it, suchasmovementofmigrant
workersandtheCentre’s coordi-
nationwithstates,will bescruti-
nised by a key Parliamentary
committeenextweek.
A meeting of the Standing

CommitteeonHomeAffairs has
beenconvenedbychairmanofthe
panelAnandSharmaonJune3.
Thiswill be the first regular

meetingofaParliamentarycom-
mitteeeversincethenationwide
lockdownwasimposedonMarch
25.Sharma’sattemptstoconvene
avirtualmeetingofthepanelear-
lierdidnotmeetwithsuccessaf-
tertheRajyaSabhasecretariatdid
not clear his proposal to hold a
meeting over video-conference
citingsecurityconcerns.
SharmatoldTheIndianExpress:

“Ihaveconvenedaregularmeet-
ingoftheStandingCommitteeon
June3.Ihopeallmemberswillbe
allowedtoparticipate—all those
whoareable to travel sinceair tr-
avelhasbeenresumed,ortravelby
road; and thosewhoare constr-
ainedbecauseof circumstances
and situations. I have requested
RajyaSabhaChairmanMVenkaiah
Naidu to facilitate their joining in
themeetingandtheirparticipation
throughvideo-conferencing,as is
beingdoneelsewhere.”
Sources saidHomeSecretary

Ajay Bhalla is likely to brief the
committeeonvarious aspects of

thelockdownanditshandlingby
hisministry.
Sharma,asalso theCongress,

had been critical of the govern-
mentfornotallowingmeetingsof
theParliamentarypanels to take
place to ensure oversight. The
viewswere echoedby leaders of
the 22 opposition partieswhen
theymetlastweek.
“It is important that the

Governmentof Indiareachesout
andengagesinadialoguewithall
political parties in a systematic
manner, listens seriously to the
suggestionsthatwehavetomake,
activate Parliamentary institu-
tions like Standing Committees
and be genuine in helping the
statesfinanciallyandotherwise,”
thepartieshadsaidinajointstate-
mentlastweek.
PickingholesintheRs20-lakh

crore financial package an-
nounced by the Union govern-
ment, former Financeminister P
Chidambaram had demanded
thatParliamentaryStandingcom-
mittees on finance, industry and
commerceandlabourministries
shouldbe convenedat the earli-
esttodiscussit.
Sourcessaidthepanelheaded

by Sharmawill look into all as-
pects related to the lockdown
since theHomeMinistry is the
nodalministry implementing it.
Fromimplementationofthelock-
downtocoordinationwithstates,
openingupofbusinessestablish-
ments and factories,movement
ofmigrantlabour,allissuesrelated
to the lockdownwill comeup, a
sourcesaid.

Housepanel to
study lockdown
movenextweek

THE FLYING BULLETS
The IndianAirForceonWednesdayoperationalised itsno.18Squadron, theFlyingBullets, atSulurnearCoimbatore.The
squadronisequippedwiththefourthgenerationMk1LightCombatAircraftTejas,manufacturedbyHAL. Inhisaddress, the
Chief ofAirStaff,AirChiefMarshalRKSBhadauria,urgedthe industry toworktogether to fulfill therequirementsof IAF. PTI

Army chief,
commanders
review security
situation in
Ladakh, Kashmir

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI,MAY27

ARMY CHIEF General M M
Naravane and his commanders
were presentedWednesday an
operational reviewof the situa-
tion on the ground in eastern
Ladakhwhere tensionshave es-
calated between Indian and
Chinese troops along the Line of
ActualControl.
Thepresentation,sourcessaid,

includednot just the situation in
Ladakh,butalsooperationalchal-
lengesinotherparts ofthecoun-
tryincludingKashmir.
The Army commanders are

meeting inNewDelhi untilMay
29forthefirstphaseoftheirbian-
nualconference—theywillmeet
again towards the endof June to
discussemergingsecurityissues.
NorthernArmyCommander

LtGeneralYKJoshi isalsopartic-
ipating in the conference. Until
Octoberlastyear,Joshiwashead-
ingtheXIVCorps—FireandFury
Corps—which is responsible for
easternLadakh.
Whiletherehavebeencontin-

ued incidents of ceasefire viola-
tionsandinfiltrationattemptson
theLineofControlwithPakistan,
the Line of Actual Controlwith
ChinaineasternLadakhhasbeen
unusuallyactivethissummer.
Indian and Chinese troops

cametoblowsonthebanksofthe
PangongTsoonMay5-6andmat-
terscametoaheadwhenChinese
incursions into Indian territory
weredetected at three locations
alongtheLAC.
Defence Minister Rajnath

SinghislikelytoaddresstheArmy
commandersinthesecondphase
of theconferenceinJune.

DAYAFTERSCTAKESUPMIGRANTCRISIS

Prasad says Centre,
states doing their
best, targets Rahul

Union
Minister
Ravi
Shankar
Prasad

NIZAMUDDINMARKAZ

SC asks PCI on action against
‘communalisation’ by media

ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEWDELHI,MAY27

HYDROXYCHLOROQUINEMAY
havebeen temporarily knocked
off themulti-country Solidarity
TrialbyWHO,butwillcontinueto
be tested on patients of Novel
CoronavirusDisease(Covid-19)in
theUnitedKingdom.Recruitment
will continue for theHCQarmof
RECOVERYTrialbeingcarriedout
bytheUniversityofOxford.
The RECOVERY trial is cur-

rently the largest randomised
controlledtrialofHCQforCovid-
19. ProfPeterHorby,professorof
EmergingInfectiousDiseasesand
Global Health in the Nuffield

DepartmentofMedicine,Univer-
sityofOxford,saidinastatement,
“TheWHOdecisiontotemporar-
ily suspendhydroxychloroquine
intheirtrial isbasedondatafrom
astudythathaslookedatroutinely
collecteddata fromhospitalised
patients,andwhichreportsanin-
creased risk of death inpatients
whoweregivenhydroxychloro-
quine. However, these types of
studiesaredifficulttointerpretbe-
causethedecisiontogivethedrug
willbebasedontheseverityofdis-
easeinthepatient.It’sabitlikegiv-
ingdiabeticdrugstodiabetics:the
drugdoesn’tcausethedisease,you
aregiventhedrugbecauseof the
disease.Theauthorshavetriedto
controlforthis“indicationbias”in

thestudybutitisveryhardtodoit
fully.”
Horbyadded: “In response to

thatpaperwelookedverycarefully
atourdataover theweekend, to
makesurewearenotputtingpa-
tientsatrisk.SinceRECOVERYpa-
tientsarerandomised,ourdataare
muchlessvulnerabletothebiases
thatplaguestudiesthatuseroutine
healthcaredata.An independent
committeehaslookedatourdata
anddidnotseeanysafetyconcerns.
Wediscussedour findingswith
MedicinesandHealthcareprod-
ucts RegulatoryAuthority,who
haveagreedwithour interpreta-
tionthatthedataprovidereassur-
ance that continued enrolment
into thehydroxychloroquinearm

is safe and thatwe shouldpress
aheadwithgettinga reliable an-
swer on hydroxychloroquine
throughtheRECOVERYtrial."
The Nuffield Department of

PopulationHealth, after receiv-
ing a notice from theMedicines
and Healthcare products
Regulatory Authority of theUK,
hadgivenadetailedresponsefol-
lowingwhich the department
has obtained clearance for con-
tinuingwiththeHCQarm.
MeanwhileinIndia,thetotal

number of cases reached
1,51,767with 6,387 cases being
reported in the last 24 hours.
Therehavebeen4,337deaths—
170 in the last 24 hours — and
64,425recoveries so far.

Oxford University continues HCQ trial

MANOJCG
NEWDELHI,MAY27

INDIASHOULDadopta“softlock-
down”, as severecurbscancause
moredeathsthancoronavirusand
ruintheeconomy,aglobalhealth
expert saidFriday, andsuggested
that it isbetter to takecareof the
“oldandthefrail”andlettheoth-
ers have the infection, as thedi-
seaseis“verymild”andmostpeo-
pleinfectedwillnotevenbesick.
Anotherexpertsaidherdim-

munity is a “terrible idea”, and

said thatCovid-19 ishere to stay
at leastuntil theendof thisyear.
During a conversationwith

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
ProfJohanGiesecke,amemberof
WHO’s Strategic and Technical
Advisory Group for Infectious
Hazards,alsosaidIndiashouldlift
thelockdowninsteps.
In a separate conversation

withRahul, Prof Ashish Jha, fac-
ulty director at Harvard Global
Health Institute, said some are
suggesting that “in places like
Indiawewill just letherdimmu-
nityhappenand let hundreds of

millionsofpeoplegetinfected”.
But, Jha said, “I think that is a

terribleidea...(because)itwilllead
tomillionsandmillionsofpeople
dying, includingalotofyoung...”
Acrosstheglobe,Gieseckesaid

almosteveryonewill be infected
by coronavirus. “But it is a very
milddisease—99percentpeople
infectedwillhaveverylittlesymp-
toms,ornosymptomsatall.”
Rahul saidhe is sceptical of a

fulllockdown.“Idothinkonehas
tomovetoapartial lockdown.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

RAHUL INCONVERSATIONWITHGLOBALEXPERTS

‘India should adopt soft lockdown,
pandemic to stay here until year-end’

KANCHANVASDEV
CHANDIGARH,MAY27

THE18-DAY stand-off between
Punjab Chief Secretary Karan
AvtarSinghandCabinetministers
endedWednesdaywiththeChief
Secretaryapologisingtothemin-
istersandthelatteracceptingthe
apology at a Cabinet meeting
specificallycalledforthis.
Thedevelopmentcameaday

after Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh hosted FinanceMinister
Manpreet SinghBadal andTech-
nicalEducationMinisterCharan-
jeetSinghChanniforalunchmeet
aimedatthawingthetensionbe-

tween theministers and the top
bureaucrat. Before this, he had
hostedCabinetMinister Sukhji-
nderSinghRandhawa,stateCong-
ress chief Sunil Jakhar and three
MLAstodiscussthesameissue.
TheChiefSecretaryapologised

to theministers.ManpreetBadal
andChanniacceptedtheapology.
Later, theChiefMinister is learnt
tohavesaidtheissuenowstands
resolved.ManpreetBadalwasthe
first one towalkouton theChief
Secretaryduringameetingonex-
cise, accusinghimof impudence
and misbehaviour. Later, the
Cabinet had decided to boycott
any meeting where the Chief
Secretarywaspresent.

NewDelhi:TheCBSEhasdecided
to allow students, who are not
present in the samearea as their
school during the lockdown, to
write their remaining board ex-
amsfromtheircurrentlocation.
After the board’s exams for

Class X andXII were paused in
Marchasaprecautionagainstthe
spreadof coronavirus, CBSEhas
decided toconductexams for29
remainingpapersbetweenJuly1
and 15. The board has nowan-
nouncedthatithasdecidedtoshi-
ftexamcentrestodistrictswhere
thestudentsarepresentlylocated
andsaiditwillissueanotification
inthefirstweekofJune. ENS

CBSE to let students
appear for boards
from current location

LAXMANSINGH
MUMBAI,MAY27

OVER 1,500 frontline Brihan-
mumbaiMunicipal Corporation
(BMC)workersare infectedwith
Covid-19and25havesuccumbed
to the virus so far, Municipal
CommissionerIqbalSinghChahal
hassaid.Thisisthefirsttimesince
the Covid-19 outbreak that the
civicadministrationhasofficially
come out with the number of
BMCfrontlineworkerswhohave
eitherbeeninfectedorhavedied.
Speaking to the media on

Tuesday,Chahaladded,“Despite
large number of frontline civic
staffers getting infected, I am
proud to say that theyarework-

ing tirelessly in such an adverse
situation.”
Themostrecentcasualtywas

a 56-year-old firemanposted at
GowaliaTankFireStationonGrant

Road,whodiedSundayevening.
Forthepasttwomonths,mu-

nicipal employees’ unions have
beendemandingthatBMCcome
cleanonhowmanycivic staffers

had contracted the virus. After
consistentdemands,JointMunic-
ipalCommissioner(GeneralAdm-
inistration Department) Milin
Sawant issueda circular onMay
20, askingheadsof departments
tomaintainadatabaseofemploy-
eeswho have been infected or
havediedduetoCovid-19.
BMCofficials said all depart-

mentshavenowstartedprepar-
ingdataontheiraffectedstaffers.
According to the civic body,
MumbaiFireBrigadeandthese-
curity department are theworst
affected. About 35 staffers from
the firebrigadehave testedposi-
tive andonehas died, andmore
than80 employees from the se-
curitydepartmenthavebeen in-
fectedandonepersonhasdied.

1,529 frontline BMC workers infected, 25 dead

Fortwomonths,employees’unionsweredemandingthat
BMCcomecleanonhowmanycivicstafferswereinfected. File

Punjab chief secy apologises
to ministers in cabinet meet
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LOSING THE PLOT
Maharashtra’spoliticaldinthreatenstodistractfromthetaskfor
governmentandOpposition,ofcombatingsurginginfections

W ITHOVER 54,000 COVID-19 patients, 1,800 deaths, and still count-
ing,Maharashtraistheepicentreof thepandemicinIndia.Mumbai,
India’s financial capital, has seen an exodus of its workforce as the
city’s health infrastructure creaks under theweight of the surging

infections. Other cities in the state, such as Pune, Nashik, Aurangabad and Thane, have
alsoreportedalargenumberofcasesandhotspots.ThecrisisfacingMaharashtraisgrave
anditssocialandeconomicimpactis,andwillbe,national,notconfinedtothestate.This
difficult timecalls foreveryonetocometogetherandworkwitheachothertodefeatthe
virus.However, thepolitical din that appears tobegrowing louder in the state suggests
the opposite -- itwould appear that themain political actors are fishing for short-term
gains,workingat crosspurposes. This isunfortunate.
Overthelastfewdays,meetingsbetweenGovernorBhagatSinghKoshyariandNCPchief

SharadPawar,andbetweenPawarandChiefMinisterUddhavThackeray,andstatements
fromBJPandCongressleadershavetriggeredspeculationaboutthestabilityofthegovern-
ment amid the coronavirus crisis. By all accounts, GovernorKoshyari andCMThackeray
have had an uneasy relationship ever since theMahaVikas Aghadi (MVA) government
wasformedinNovemberlastyearinunedifyingcircumstances.Subsequently,Koshyari’s
apparent reluctance tonominateThackeray to the legislativecouncilhadsharpenedun-
certainties even as the pandemicwas unfolding, which ended only after the Election
CommissionheldelectionstothecounciljustbeforethedeadlinefortheCMtogetelected
totheHouseended.Now,Pawar’smeetingwiththegovernorfuelledspeculationthatthe
NCP and Shiv Sena disagreed on important administrative decisions. Some BJP leaders
havedemandedPresident’sRulecitingrisinginfectionswhiledisgruntledsectionsinthe
MVA, especially in theCongress, have spokenoutagainst Thackeray’s administrative ca-
pabilities and style of functioning. BJP leader and formerCMDevendra Fadnavis further
stirred the pot by claiming the Aghadiwill soon implode. In themidst of all this, Rahul
GandhisaidtheCongresswasneitherrunningthegovernment(inMaharashtra)norwas
akeydecision-makerinit.Gandhi’sdescriptionofhisparty’sroleinMaharashtra,orrather
his disavowal of its responsibility, presumably aimed at distancing the Congress from
blamefor thehandlingof theCOVID-19crisis, strucka jarringnote.
BoththerulingcoalitioninMaharashtraandtheOppositionneedtofocusonthepan-

demicandjoinhandstocontainandovercomeitsimpact.Toomanylivesandlivelihoods
havealreadybeenlost.Thisisthetimeforapoliticsthatconnectswiththepeople,notone
thatplaysuponrivalriesandantagonismsbetweenpartiesand leaders.

THE MISSING DATA
Informedpolicymakingrequirescontinuousdata

generation—COVIDcrisis is compoundingthechallenge

FORACOUNTRYalready short of recent large sample survey-baseddata—no-
bodyknowswhetherandhowmuchpovertyhas fallen in the lastdecadeor if
consumptionof vegetablesandprotein-rich foods isgrowingat thesamerate
asbefore—theCOVIDcrisismakesmattersworse.TheNationalStatisticalOffice

(NSO)was toundertake itshouseholdconsumerexpenditure (HCE)survey for2020-21
fromJuly,which isnowpractically ruledout. Thehouselistingphaseof theCensus, cru-
cial for carving out and assigning “blocks” to field enumerators taskedwith collecting
household/individual-levelinformation,wasscheduledduringApril-September.Itspost-
poningcouldhaveabearingon themain census slated for February-March2020. Since
the houselisting and enumeration blocks are also used for the rural developmentmin-
istry’sSocio-EconomicandCasteCensus(SECC),itpointstoseriousdatachallengesahead.
The novel coronavirus has, no doubt, created awar-like situation. The census and

othersurveysbeingputoffbyevenayearshouldn’t,tothatextent,beheldagainstthegov-
ernment. Thisargument,however, lacks justificationwhentherehasbeennoofficially-
releasedHCEsurvey,normallyconductedeveryfiveyears,after2011-12.Noristhereasin-
glefieldsurvey-basedgovernmentstudycapturingtheimpactofdemonetisation,goods
andservicestaxorevenprogrammessuchasMudraandJanDhanYojanaonhousehold
incomes,consumptionandpoverty.Contrastthistothe2011-12period,whentherewas
asurfeitof informationfromthecensus,SECCandtheNSO’sHCEandemployment-and-
unemploymentsurveys.TheNSOcarriedoutanHCEsurveyfor2017-18,butitsreportwas
withheld, apparently for showingadecline in real rural consumptiononthebackof ris-
ingfarmdistress.Anysurveynoworevenin2021-22maythrowupsimilar, ifnotworse,
results.Will that, then, actasadeterrent tonot release themaswell?
The timehas come for the government tomove to a continuousmode (annually and

quarterly,asopposedtofive-yearly)ofdoinglargesamplesurveys.Technology(useofhand-
heldGPS-enableddevices)androtationalpanelsamplingdesigncaneasilyenablethis. Ifa
privatedataanalyticscompanyliketheCentreforMonitoringIndianEconomycan,through
itsConsumerPyramidsHouseholdSurveys,coverover1.74lakhhouseholdsannually,there’s
noreasonwhytheNSOcannot.Ithas,infact,madeabeginningthroughitsperiodiclabour
forcesurveysfrom2017-18. Informedpolicymakingrequirescontinuousdatageneration,
forwhichoneshouldn’twait fora“normal”yearthatalsosuitsthegovernment.

VIRUS ALERT
DonaldTrumphasbecomecollateraldamagetoTwitter’s fact-

checking initiative forCOVID-19

DONALDTRUMPHASfallenvictimtoCOVID-19—notbecauseofhis failure
tocontainitsspreadintheUS,whichfacesthefigureof1,00,000deaths.The
electoratewill,orwillnot,addressexecutivebunglingduringthepandemic
inNovember.Butunreliablemedicaladviceduringthepublichealthemer-

gencyhadgoadedTwitter intoalertingusers to fakenewsandoutlandishclaimswitha
blue exclamationmark. Now, for the first time ever, that damningmark has appeared
beneath a tweet from a president whowon office partly by leveraging Twitter. In re-
sponsetoapollwhichfoundthattwooutof threeAmericanswouldavoidpollingbooths
intheelectionslaterthisyear,hehadtweetedthatpostalballotswouldbe“substantially
fraudulent”. Since he offered no evidence to back this charge, his tweetwas flagged by
Twitteras “unsubstantiated”.
A querulous Trumphas shot back that Twitter is stifling free speech, and that he, as

president,“willnotallowittohappen”.Thisface-off isunprecedented,becausesocialme-
diaplatformsandTrumpenjoyasymbioticrelationship,likeoaksandmistletoe,ormistle-
toeandGetafix.ThecommotionraisedbyTrumpandtrumperydrives traffic to theplat-
forms,which pay back the favour by serving as power amplifiers. It is also a dilemma,
becausetheinternetbusinessmodelisbasedonfreespeech,butfakenewshurtsthecred-
ibilityof platforms. Thecost-benefit analysis is fairlydelicateandnot completely logical.
Asamatterofbusinesscaution,thebombastopithecuseshavebeenallowedtoroamfree.
Butthecoronaviruspandemicclarifiedtheissue,becausefakemedicaladviceislethal.

Facebookcommittedtodeletingmisleadinginformationonthepandemic,whileTwitter
played it intelligently—don’t deletenothing, but flagweird claimsandpoint readers to
morereliable sources. This is thepost-censorship route to informationmanagement.

The monetisation question

Duvvuri Subbarao

Janaki Nair

IfgovernmentcrossesRubicon,marketswillfear
thatconstraintsonfiscalpolicyarebeingabandoned

A NATION OF MIGRANTS
Somemusttakebarefoottothehighway,othersmakeprivilegedjourneys

IN HER INTERVIEW to this newspaper last
week, the financeminister said that she is
keeping her options open onmonetisation
of the deficit by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI).HowthegovernmentandtheRBIde-
cide on this will have significant implica-
tions for India’s economic prospects in the
short-term, and indeed in the long-term.
Firstoff, twoclarifications.Monetisation

of thedeficitdoesnotmeanthegovernment
is getting free money from the RBI. If one
worksthroughthecombinedbalancesheet
of the government and the RBI, it will turn
out that thegovernmentdoesnotgeta free
lunch, but it does get a heavily subsidised
lunch. That subsidy is forced out of the
banks.And,asinthecaseofall invisiblesub-
sidies, theydon’t evenknow.
Second, it is not as if theRBI is notmon-

etisingthedeficitnow;it isdoingso,but in-
directlybybuyinggovernmentbondsinthe
secondarymarket throughwhat are called
openmarket operations (OMOs).Note that
bothmonetisationandOMOsinvolveprint-
ing of money by the RBI. But there are im-
portant differences between the two op-
tions that make shifting over to
monetisationanon-trivial decision.
Tounderstand the issue, somehistorical

contextwill help. In thepre-reformera, the
RBI used to directly monetise the govern-
ment’s deficit almost automatically. That
practice ended in 1997 with a landmark
agreementbetweenthegovernmentandthe
RBI. It was agreed that henceforth, the RBI
wouldoperateonlyinthesecondarymarket
throughtheOMOroute.Theimpliedunder-
standingalsowasthattheRBIwouldusethe
OMOroutenot somuch to support govern-
mentborrowingbutasaliquidityinstrument
tomanage the balance between the policy
objectives of supporting growth, checking
inflationandpreserving financial stability.
Inhindsight, theoutcomesof thatagree-

ment were historic. Since the government
started borrowing in the openmarket, in-
terestrateswentupwhichincentivisedsav-
ing and thereby spurred investment and

growth.Also, the interest rate that thegov-
ernment commanded in the openmarket
actedasacriticalmarketsignalof fiscalsus-
tainability. Importantly, the agreement
shifted control over money supply, and
henceoverinflation, fromthegovernment’s
fiscalpolicytotheRBI’smonetarypolicy.The
Indiagrowthstorythatunfoldedintheyears
before the global financial crisis in 2008
whentheeconomyclockedgrowthrates in
the rangeof 9per centwasat least inpart a
consequence of the high savings rate and
low inflation which in turn were a conse-
quenceof this agreement.
The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget

ManagementAct as amended in 2017 con-
tainsanescapeclausewhichpermitsmon-
etisationof thedeficitunderspecialcircum-
stances.What is the case for invoking this
escape clause now even if it means poten-
tially jeopardisingthehardwongainsof the
government-RBI agreement?
The case is made on the grounds that

therejustaren’tenoughsavingsintheecon-
omy to finance government borrowing of
suchalargesize.Bondyieldswouldspikeso
high that financial stability will be threat-
ened.TheRBImust therefore step inand fi-
nance the government directly to prevent
this fromhappening.
But there isnoreasontobelieve thatwe

are anywhere close to that situation.
ThroughitsOMOs,theRBIhasinjectedsuch
anextraordinaryamountofsystemicliquid-
itythatbondyieldsarestill relativelysoft. In
fact the yield on the benchmark 10 year
bond which was ruling at 8 per cent in
September last year has since dropped to
just around6per cent. Even on the day the
government announced its additional bor-
rowing to the extent of 2.1 per cent of GDP,
theyieldsettledat6.17percent.Thatshould,
ifanything,beevidencethatthemarketfeels
quite comfortable about financing the en-
hancedgovernmentborrowing.
BothmonetisationandOMOsinvolveex-

pansionofmoneysupplywhichcanpoten-
tiallystokeinflation. If so,whyshouldwebe

sowaryofmonetisation?Becausealthough
theyarebothpotentiallyinflationary,thein-
flationrisktheycarryisdifferent.OMOsare
amonetary policy tool with the RBI in the
driver’s seat,decidingonhowmuchliquid-
ity to inject andwhen. In contrast,moneti-
sation is, and is seen, as a way of financing
thefiscaldeficitwiththequantumandtim-
ingofmoneysupplydeterminedbythegov-
ernment’s borrowing rather than the RBI’s
monetarypolicy. IfRBI isseenaslosingcon-
trol overmonetary policy, it will raise con-
cernsaboutinflation.Thatcanbeamorese-
riousproblemthan it seems.
India is inflation prone. Note that after

the global financial crisis when inflation
“died”everywhere,wewerehitwithahigh
andstubbornboutof inflation. Inhindsight,
it isclearthattheRBI,onmywatch, failedto
tighten policy in good time. Since thenwe
have embraced amonetary policy frame-
work and theRBI has earned credibility for
delivering on inflation within the target.
Forsaking that credibility canbecostly.
If, inspiteof all this, thegovernmentde-

cidestocrosstheRubicon,marketswill fear
thattheconstraintsonfiscalpolicyarebeing
abandonedandthatthegovernmentisplan-
ning tosolve its fiscalproblemsby inflating
away its debt. If that occurs, yields on gov-
ernment bondswill shoot up, the opposite
ofwhat is sought tobeachieved.
Finally, thebiggestquestionisthis:What

is the problem that monetisation is trying
to solve? There are cases whenmonetisa-
tion--despite itscosts -- is inevitable. If the
governmentcannotfinanceitsdeficitatrea-
sonable rates, then it really doesn't have
muchchoice.Butrightnow, it isabletobor-
rowataroundthesamerateasinflation, im-
plying a real rate (at current inflation) of 0
per cent. If in fact bond yields shoot up in
real terms, theremight be a case formon-
etisation,strictlyasaone-timemeasure.We
arenot thereyet.

Thewriter is a formergovernorof the
ReserveBankof India

OFLATE, Ihaveaskedall the friendsandrel-
ativesIspeakto:WhoisourLabourMinister?
So far,noonehasbeenable to recall aname
or a face. That we heard very little directly
from our healthminister, Harsh Vardhan,
duringtheworstpandemicofacenturywas
curious enough. But the complete and vir-
tual (pun intended) obliteration of Santosh
Gangwar is curiouser still. It is a sign of
labour’s beleaguered status thatwehaveof
lateonlyagapingvoid,aftersuchgreatsasB
RAmbedkar, JagjivanRamandVVGiriwho
served as labourministers. All of them, es-
peciallythelast,werecloselyassociatedwith
the Indian labourmovement.
InahealthcrisisthathasturnedIndiainto

ahomeministry-managedpolice-state, the
chief function of the government has been
toinstil fear,notof thediseasesomuchasof
eachother,especiallyofthepoorandthemi-
norities,despiteclearevidenceofCOVID-19’s
elite, internationalorigins.Asthepoliceman
whobeatthedoctoronhiswaytosurgeryin
Srinagar said, “This is the battle of police”.
Therefore,whathasbeen left unsaidbyour
politicalmasters is farmore important than
the vapid statements in which we are
drowned.Thus,wehaveseenacivilaviation
minister, who, while announcing the “na-
tional priority” of opening up domestic air
travel,invokedthelongsuffering“tax-payer”.
We have heard from the railwayminister,
who as early asMarch 27, 2020had a video
conferencewith e-commerce giants to en-
suresmoothmovementof“essentialgoods”
throughout thecountry.His tearful anguish

aboutmigrantmovement camenearly two
months later.Wehave seen perhaps a little
toomuchof thegloweringfinanceminister.
But from Gangwar, Minister of State of
LabourandEmploymentwithindependent
charge,wehavenothadaword.
Theparadoxical invisibilityofmigrants-

as-workersuntil now, and theirhyper-visi-
bility on the highway today, has now been
compoundedbythosestategovernments—
UP, Gujarat, and Madhya Pradesh — that
have exercised their freedom to suspend
labourlawsfor1,200days. Comfortablypro-
tectedbythesuspensionofallpoliticsaswe
knew it in these extraordinary times, state
governmentshaveseizedthecrisisasanop-
portunity. Gangwar silently presides over
this dismantling, given the impossibility of
protest from thosewhose forebears fought
for theseprotections over thepast century.
Is itmerecoincidencethattheKerala labour
ministerTPRamakrishnanalonehasstood
firmly in support of worker rights and
against bringing back forms of bonded
labour?
The chief minister of Uttar Pradesh has

revealed his administrative genius once
again.Letusrecallthatunblinkingclaimdur-
ing his campaign in Kerala in 2017 that the
littlesouthernstateshouldlearnfromtheUP
healthcaremodel. (That the little southern
state has today triumphed in its exemplary
treatment of COVID-19 has been barely
acknowledged by the Centre). Today, faced
withtheincontrovertibleevidencethatUP’s
chief export, its labour force, canalsoreturn

toitsroots,howeverimpoverished,thechief
ministerthoughtitfittoannouncethatother
stateswillhavetotakehispermissiontoem-
ploy people fromUP. He backtracked from
his statement twodays later.
Article19(1)(d)allowseachofusthefree-

dom tomove throughout the territory of
Indiawithasenseof securityassuredbythe
state.Wedon’tyethaveaRighttoWork,but
this freedomofmovementensuredthatwe
can seekworkwhere it is found, or leave it
atwill. Reading thisnewsremindedmenot
onlyof thesufferingmillionswhose images
haveonly justbeen replacedby thewoesof
airline travellers. It remindedme of the le-
gions of migrants thatmake upmy family.
My father, whomigrated from Palghat to
MadrasandthenBangalore,viaSalem,Erode,
Colombo.Mymother, whomigrated from
Ooty toBangalore via Palghat followingher
marriage. Uncles streamed into our little
house from the village, to find jobs, homes,
brides, inthatorder. I toomigratedbetween
cities, from Bangalore toMadras, Calcutta,
andfinallyDelhi.Weweredrawntothecity,
not chased from the villages. The
Constitutionensuredthatweneedednoper-
mission from any chief minister to make
thosemoves. Nor have I — at least so far —
needed to seek refuge from the city or flee
the terrors of unemployment and hunger.
Whatflashesupinthismomentofdangeris
themigrantinourselves,wellmaskedbyour
privilegedcitizenship.

Thewriter teacheshistoryat JNU

India is inflation prone. Note
that after the global financial
crisis when inflation “died”
everywhere, we were hit with
a high and stubborn bout of
inflation. In hindsight, it is
clear that the RBI, on my
watch, failed to tighten
policy in good time. Since
then we have embraced a
monetary policy framework
and the RBI has earned
credibility for delivering on
inflation within the target.
Forsaking that credibility
can be costly.

Article 19(1)(d) allows each
of us the freedom to move
throughout the territory of
India with a sense of security
assured by the state. We
don’t yet have a Right to
Work, but this freedom of
movement ensured that we
can seek work where it is
found, or leave it at will.
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Facts do not cease to exist because
they are ignored.

— ALDOUS HUXLEYTHEEDITORIALPAGE

ASSAM ASSEMBLY
THEUNIONGOVERNMENT is likely to dis-
solvetheAssamLegislativeAssembly,which
hasbeenundersuspendedanimationsince
President'srulewasimposedinthetroubled
state lastDecember, it is reliably learnt. The
dissolutionoftheAssamAssemblyislikelyto
come in the form of an amendment to the
presidentialproclamationunderArticle356
when the government seeks Parliament's
approvaltocontinuecentralruleinthestate
foranother sixmonths.

MANIPUR MOVEMENT
THEWOMEN’SMOVEMENT, opposing the

launching of army operations against the
communistguerillasofManipur,hasfanned
out into the rural areas compelling thegov-
ernmenttodefertheaction.Severalhundred
girls and women from Naoriya
Pakhangalakpa assembly constituency, lo-
catedoutsidethetown,heldarallyinImphal
yesterdayandsubmittedamemorandumto
thechiefminister.Theycarriedbannerssay-
ing,"StopArmyOperations"and"Operation
isAgainstHumanRights".

SIMPLIFY TAX
ABILL SEEKING to simplify procedures and
streamlinetaxlawsislikelytobeintroduced
inParliamentduringthebudgetsession.The

Bill —whichwill give effect to some of the
recommendationsof theChoksicommittee
on direct taxes— is being drafted. It is pro-
posed tosimplifyprocedures that currently
comeundertheIncomeTaxAct,WealthTax
Act and Gift Tax Act to ensure efficient en-
forcement and to plug loopholes used to
evade taxes. The Bill is proposed to have a
commoncodeandguidelinesfortheadmin-
istrationof thethree laws.The financemin-
ister, R Venkataraman, in his speeches re-
cently,hademphasisedtheimmediateneed
to simplify tax legislation to avoid harass-
menttosmallassessees.Arecentconference
of income tax commissioners had also dis-
cussed the issueand formulated itsview.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“If we are going to get through this global crisis, we need to hear more than
just what we’re doing wrong, or should be doing better. We need to hear, if only
now and then, what we are doing right.” — THENEWYORKTIMESTHE IDEASPAGE
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The informal or the
unorganised sector now
accounts for nearly half of
India’s GDP and 80 to 90
per cent of the labour force
(including non-plantation
agriculture). Outsourcing of
work to smaller firms and
contractors has informalised
even many organised sector
industries. With the erosion
of labour rights and social
protection associated with
formal sector jobs, it is not
surprising that our cities
now host thousands of
people whose precarious
livelihoods keep them steps
away from destitution.

The fortune of others Misunderstood
revolutionary

Onhis137thbirthanniversary, it’s timetorevisit
facetsof Savarkar’s lifeandwork
whichcanguideus today

VINAYAKDAMODARSAVARKARisamongst
thoserareindividualswhohavethepoten-
tialtoemergelikeaphoenixfromthedusty
annalsofhistorydespiteunparalleledadvo-
cacy against himbya segment of his ideo-
logical rivals. It is imperativetounderstand
the idealsof thisunsunghero inanuanced
and comprehensivemanner as the nation
witnesseshis137thbirthanniversary.
Fromahistoricalpointofview,itisstrik-

ingtonotethatthoughSavarkar,aChitpavan
Brahmin, and B R Ambedkar had repre-
sented the two opposite extremes of the
Indian societal setup, therewas proximity
betweensomeoftheirviewswhichremains
unexplored. Savarkarwas impressedwith
the insights andmeticulous approach of
Ambedkar.SavarkarhadquotedAmbedkar
several timeswhile advocating social re-
forms, harmony, and theupliftment of the
downtrodden.Inhisbook,Savarkar:Echoes
from a Forgotten Past, 1883–1924, Vikram
Sampath documents how Savarkar ap-
pealed that “every true Indianneeds to re-
solve in his or hermind to absolve oneself
of...sevenfetters”,thatis,Vedoktabandi(ex-
clusivity of access to Vedic literature),
Vyavasayabandi (continuation of a profes-
sion by virtue of one’s birth), Sparshabandi
(practicesofuntouchability),Samudrabandi
(forbiddingthecrossingof theseas togoto
foreign lands), Shuddhibandi (disallowing
reconversionstoHinduism),Rotibandi (the
practice of inter-caste dining), Betibandi
(rigidityinabolishinginter-castemarriage).
Thesereformistideassubsequentlybecame
provisions under the Indian Constitution.
Savarkar alsowrote how, “Inwhat is con-
strued as a ‘low caste’— theMahars—we
havehad such illustrious saints as Chokha
Melaandsuchbrilliant thinkers suchasDr
Ambedkar,whosepietyandintellectfarsur-
passesmanyaBrahmin’s.”
Savarkar preferred scientific reasoning

toreligiouscustoms.Inalettertohisbrother
Narayanrao in 1920, he described his
thoughtsoncaste-baseddiscrimination: “I
feeltheneedtorebelagainstcastediscrim-
inationanduntouchabilityasmuchasIfeel
theneedtofightagainstforeignoccupation
of India.”
Savarkar was also the first political

leader to set independenceas India’s goal
in the 1900s. Almost immediately after
joining college, he had started organising
andspreadinghisanti-Britishandrevolu-
tionaryideasthroughhisefficientoratory
andwritingskills—theCongressaccepted
this goal much later in its Lahore session
in1929.Hiscourageandcommitmentare
evident from the fact that he tried to es-
capetoFrancebyjumpingoffaBritishship
near the French coast in1910. It is also in-
terestingtonotethatmorethanacentury
ago, it was Savarkar who caused the two
colonialpowers,BritainandFrance, toap-

proach the Permanent Court of
Arbitration, which shares spacewith the
InternationalCourtof JusticeattheHague.
And, throughhisextraordinaryefforts,he
providedleadershiptoseveralotheryoung
bravehearts in Londonandacross Europe
togarner support for India’s freedom.
Hewas a proponent of a united India,

whichwasinclusiveanddiverse—anIndia
thatwas an organic result of all its diverse
cultures.Hebelievedintheideaofinclusiv-
ity formobilising the Indianmasses. Some
oppositional forces have, generally,made
skewed arguments by terminghimas the
proponentof thetwo-nationtheory,byre-
ferringtopartsofhispresidentialaddressof
the 19th Hindu Mahasabha session in
Karnavati (Ahmedabad) in 1937. This is far
fromthetruth.Duringthe21stannual ses-
sion of the Hindu Mahasabha held in
Calcutta in 1939, Savarkar, in his presiden-
tial address, spoke about how theHindus
andMuslimscouldburytheirhistoricaldif-
ferencesinacommonHindustaniconstitu-
tionalstate.
ItwasnotSavarkarbutSirSyedAhmed

Khan,whopropagatedthetwo-nationthe-
ory,whichwasadoptedbyMuhammadAli
Jinnah.Atthisjuncture,itisessentialtorecall
the March 14, 1888 speech by Khan at
Meerut.Inthispublicaddress,Khansaid:“In
whosehands shall the administration and
theEmpireofIndiarest?Now,supposethat
all English, and thewhole English army,
were to leave India, takingwith them all
their cannon and their splendidweapons
andeverything, thenwhowould-berulers
of India? Is it possible thatunder these cir-
cumstances, two nations — the
MahomedansandtheHindus—couldsiton
the same throne and remain equal in
power?Most certainly not. It is necessary
thatoneof themshouldconquer theother
andthrustitdown.Tohopethatbothcould
remainequalistodesiretheimpossibleand
theinconceivable.”
Savarkaralsoopenlyembracedthe“Era

ofMachines” andwarned the Indian lead-
ers to learn fromEurope'smistakes.His fu-
turisticapproachtoIndiancinema,too,was
commendable. He believed in the innova-
tivespiritofthehumanmind.Hewasamul-
tidimensional personality andworemany
hats: A freedom fighter, social reformer,
writer, poet, historian, political leader and
philosopher.Biasedhistoriographyhasledto
thebuildingofacontroversialnarrativewith
asuperficialunderstandingofSavarkar.
Savarkar’sideasofmodernity,socialand

religious reforms, cultivation of scientific
temper andembracing technological tools
continue to be relevant for building a new
India in thepost COVID-19era. The central
government,undertheleadershipofPrime
MinisterNarendraModi, isproactivelytak-
ingmeasuresforthebuildingof“EkBharat-
Shrestha Bharat”— following the contem-
porary relevance of the ideas of such
eminentpersonalities.Onhisbirthanniver-
sary,rememberingSavarkar’spatrioticzeal
andnotablecontributionswillbeahumble
tribute to the revolutionary conscience of
Indianhistory.

Thewriter isUnionMinisterofState for
ParliamentaryAffairs,heavyindustriesand
publicenterprises,Governmentof India,and

representsBikaner inLokSabha

EPIDEMICS ARE “NOT random events that
afflict societies capriciously and without
warning,” says historian Frank Snowden in
his book Epidemics and Society: From the
BlackDeath to thePresent. “On thecontrary,
everysocietyproduces itsownspecificvul-
nerabilities.”
Thecriticalvulnerabilitiesof Indiansoci-

etythattheCOVID-19pandemichasexposed
are undoubtedly those laid bare by the hu-
manitariancrisisthatunfoldedasthenation-
wide lockdown took effect. The searing im-
agesoftheendlessordealoftensofthousands
of famished and exhausted “migrantwork-
ers” trying tomake their way back to their
home villages to escape starvation in cities
where theywork,will endure long after the
pandemic isover.
Theworld’s severest lockdown dealt a

bodyblowtotheirinsecureandfragileurban
livelihoods,andmanyofthemalsofacedim-
minenteviction.Withpublic transportation
shut down,manybegan their long journeys
on foot over distances that could span hun-
dredsofmiles.A largenumberof themdied
ofheat,exhaustionandstarvation;andquite
a fewwerekilled inhorrificaccidents.
Reversemigrationof thiskind isnothow

epidemics andmigration have historically
beenlinkedtogether.Thishistoryismostlyof
the fortunate fewfleeingurbancontagion to
placeswherethechancesof survivalarebet-
ter. This happened at the time of the Black
Death inEurope in1348;and inmorerecent
years,duringtheSARSoutbreakinChina,and
inNewYorkCityduringthecurrentpandemic.
To be sure, reversemigration to villages

bytheworkingpoorisnotnewtothehistory
ofepidemicsinIndia.Duringtheplaguepanic
incolonialBombay—whichgaveustheinfa-
mousEpidemicDiseasesActof1897—more
than half the city’s population left for the
countryside fleeing the disease asmuch as
thecolonialstate’sauthoritarianresponseto
it.Buttheywerecaughtbetweentheplague-
riddencityandthefamine-strickencountry-
side,andtheflowofmigrantssoonbecamea
two-way process. It produced a crisis of
labour supply in the city’s important cotton
textile industry that led to a shift in the bal-
ance between capital and labour which
workedtotheadvantageofworkers—albeit
temporarily.
Themultitudes escaping Indian cities

more than a century later, however, are
mostly employed in an informal labour
regime in industries and service sectors in-
creasinglycharacterisedbyoutsourcingand
contracting-out arrangements.Without the
moralimaginationandpoliticalwilltolaunch
amassive social intervention, it is unlikely
thattheshocktothelaboursupplywillyield
evenmodestwageorwelfaregainsforthese
workers.
AreportbytheStrandedWorkersAction

Network,which itsauthorsdescribeas“dis-
tress-biased” because it draws on data col-
lectedfromthosewhomadedistresscallsto
the network, found themajority of them to
befactoryorconstructionworkersonadaily
wage. The rest earned their dailywages as
drivers,domesticworkers,andself-employed
workers—amongthemwerestreetvendors
andthoseengagedinzariembroiderywork.
It isnot a representative sample, but the fig-

uresconveysome ideaof thecircumstances
thatpushed themto thebrink;onlyabout6
percentofthosewhoreachedouttothenet-
work received full wages during the lock-
downandabout78percentreceivednopay-
ments. Ninety-nine per cent of the
self-employed—amongthem,streetvendors
andrickshawpullers—earnednomoneyat
allduringthe lockdown.
That such important segments of India’s

urbanworkforceare“migrantworkers”—and
thefactthatwerefertothesepoorfellowcit-
izensasmigrants—isitselfquitetelling.They
arenotallmigrantsinastrictsense. It istheir
precariousemploymentandthehighcostof
permanent relocation in cities that make
themoscillatebetweenurbanIndiaandtheir
homevillages.Manymaleseasonalmigrants
leavetheirfamiliesbehindandreturntotheir
villageswhenoldageor illnessmakes them
unemployable.
A 2012 volumeof essays on internalmi-

grationinIndiapublishedbytheUNESCOdis-
tinguishes three types of rural to urbanmi-
grants: (a) permanent, (b) semi-permanent
or long-term circular and (c) seasonal and
temporary or circularmigrants. Significant
segmentsof India’s informalorunorganised
economyescapeofficialstatisticalrecording.
Seasonalorcircularrural-to-urbanmigrants,
for example, are a major segment of the
workforceinIndia’sformidableconstruction
industry. Yet neither the Census nor the
NationalSampleSurvey,saysRaviSrivastava,
who has studied internalmigration exten-
sively, “adequately capture seasonal and/or
short-termcircularmigration”.Heandhisre-
searchteamhavetriedtogetahandleonthe
phenomenonwithanumberofmicro-level
fieldsurveystocomplementmacrodata.
ThedifficultiesencounteredbySrivastava

and Rajib Sutradhar in surveying construc-
tionworkers inDelhi and its satellite towns
arerevealing.First,thegruellingworksched-
uleofconstructionworkers—longhoursand
sevendays aweekwithno rest day—made
accesstothemdifficult.Second,theconstruc-
tion sites that included the living areas for
workers are guarded by private security
guardscreatinganothersetofhurdles.Several
interviews “had to be abandoned half-way
due to the hostility of security staff and/or
contractors”.
When the terminformal sectorbegan to

beusedindevelopmentstudiesinthe1970s
itwasthoughtofasaresidual—eventempo-
rary—nichepeculiartotheurbaneconomies
ofdevelopingcountries.AsDutchsociologist
JanBremanputs it, informaleconomyactiv-
itieswere expected to “fade awaywith the
expansionof the formaleconomy”.Butdur-
ing the successive decades “informality
turned out to be not awaiting roombut an
endstationfortheswellingworkforcelocked
upin it”.
The informal or the unorganised sector

now accounts for nearly half of India’s GDP
and80to90percentof the labour force (in-
cluding non-plantation agriculture).
Outsourcing of work to smaller firms and
contractorshas informalisedevenmanyor-
ganisedsectorindustries.Withtheerosionof
labourrightsandsocialprotectionassociated
with formal sector jobs, it is not surprising
thatourcitiesnowhostthousandsofpeople
whose precarious livelihoods keep them
stepsawayfromdestitution.
Buta farmoredeleteriouseffectof infor-

malisation is thatwenowseemtobeonthe
verge of abandoning even the aspiration for
an inclusive future.With informal employ-
ment dominating the economy, laws regu-
latingworking conditions are nownothing
more than aspirational. Still, it boggles the
moralimaginationthatsoonafterthehistoric
exodus, in themiddle of the pandemic, a
numberof stategovernmentsdecidedtodi-
lutelabourlawsturningtheclockbackonle-
gal working hours from eight-hour days to
12-hourdays(six-daysaweek).Andthiswith
the half-baked intention of attracting busi-
nesses thatmight leaveChina.
One can only hope that our societywill

regainitsmoralcompassandre-discoverthe
qualitythatAdamSmith—popularlythought
of as the high priest of capitalist individual-
ism—calledsympathy.Nomatterhowself-
ishwesupposehumanbeingstobe,hesaid,
“thereareevidentlysomeprinciplesinhisna-
ture,whichinteresthiminthefortuneofoth-
ers, andrender theirhappinessnecessary to
him, though he derives nothing from it, ex-
cept thepleasureof seeing it.”

Thewriter isprofessorofpolitical studies,
BardCollege,NewYork.He is theauthorof

IntheNameof theNation:
IndiaanditsNortheast
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SHORE UP HOSPITALS

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Tackling
the surge’ (IE, May 27). In the last
week, there has been a surge in the
number of seriously ill COVID-19 pa-
tients in Delhi. This worrying devel-
opment was further reflected in the
pressure on ICU beds in private and
government hospitals. If this trend
continues, Delhi could go the way of
Mumbai,which is struggling toman-
age thecrisis. Thesurgecouldbehan-
dled better if hospital resources are
pooled and the patient load is shared
equitably. This requires networking
amongst all hospitals and nursing
homes inthecityandmutuallyagreed
patient transfer protocols. This will
free up the scarce ICU beds for criti-
cally ill patients.

LRMurmu,Delhi

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Tackling
the surge’ (IE, May 27). The raison
d'être foracompletenationwide lock-
downwas to prevent overwhelming
the already stretched medical facili-
ties in the country. In a bid to balance
lives and livelihood the government
is nowattempting a calibrated lifting
of the lockdown. But it must not
compromise on the safety of people.
Even a minor error can lead to a
reversal of the gainsmade in the
past twomonths.

AnirudhParashar, Solan

BEYOND CLASSROOMS

THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Theimpor-
tanceof campus’ (IE,May27). It brings
outtheproblemswithonlineeducation
such as inequity, digital-divide and
marketmonopoly. However, it would
bewrong to conflate the campuswith
academics.Thecampusplaysanimpor-
tantpartintheoverallwellnessofastu-
dent. Sports and recreation events on
the campus are an important part of
student life. Extra-curricular activities
play a significant role in the develop-
mentof astudent’sworldviewandin-
culcate respect for the country’s
diversity.

AbhishekKumarAnshu,Patna

LETTER TO THEEDITOR

ACOMPARISONOFIndia’ssituationwithits
neighbours ismuchmoremeaningful than
the comparisons regularly put out by the
Indian Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare,whereIndia isalmostalwayscom-
pared to countries in North America or
Europe. It is well known that the progres-
sion of the COVID-19 pandemic has varied
enormously across countries.While there
arenoconclusiveexplanationsforthisvari-
ation yet, age-structure, genetic make-up,
universal BCG vaccination, and climate
might play important roles. In all these re-
spects, India is similar to its neighbours in
South Asia. Hence, ameaningful compari-
son of India with its largest neighbours —
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri Lanka — is a
muchbetterway tounderstand the spread
of thepandemicandassesstheeffectiveness
of responses to contain it.
ThepandemiccametosouthAsiancoun-

tries at very different times. Sri Lankawas
thefirsttoreportaCOVID-19case,onJanuary
27. The first casewas reportedwithin three
days in India, on January 30. Pakistan re-
ported its first case on February 26, and
BangladeshonMarch8.
The progression of COVID-19has varied

acrossthesefournation-states.Hence, from
today’s vantage point, the duration of the
pandemicvariesinthesecountries.Toassess
thepandemicatthesamestageof its lifecy-
cle,wewill identify its beginning ina coun-
tryonthedatetotalnumberofcasescrossed
50 for the first time. Using thismethod,we
see that, on May 24, Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan and Sri Lankawere 54, 75, 69 and
66daysintothepandemic.Tomakeourdata
comparable,wewill,therefore,takethe54th
dayof thepandemic inthefourcountriesas
thepointof comparison.
Afirstindicatortounderstandthespread

of the pandemic is the total number of re-
portedcases.Ontheday54ofthepandemic,
the total number of reported cases were
39,980inIndia,32,078inBangladesh,27,474
inPakistanand869inSriLanka.Thesecoun-
tries are very different in terms of popula-
tionsize. Ifwelookatthetotalnumberofre-
ported cases permillion population on the
54thdayof thepandemic,wegetquiteadif-
ferentpicture.Bangladeshhas195,Pakistan
has 124, Sri Lanka has 41 and India has 29
casespermillionpopulation.
One of the most direct impacts of the

pandemiccanbemeasuredintermsof lives

lost. Dividing the total number of reported
deathsbythetotalnumberofreportedcases,
wegetwhatepidemiologistscallthecasefa-
tality rate. On the54thday, the case fatality
ratewashighestinIndia,at3.25percent,and
lowest inSriLankaat1.04percent.Pakistan
and Bangladesh fell in between, with 2.25
percentand1.41percent respectively.
In terms of total cases permillion pop-

ulation, Indiahasdonebetter thanmostof
its neighbouring countries — especially
during the early phase of the COVID-19
pandemic.Whenwe look at the impact of
thepandemic in termsofdirectdeaths, the
picture is completely reversed. India has
lagged behind its neighbours in reducing
the fatal impact of the pandemic on the
lives of its citizens.
India,andmoresoSriLanka,haveramped

upCOVID-19testingtoadequate levels.This
issuggestedbythefactthatthetest-positive
rate, that is, thenumberofpositivecasesper
100persons tested, hasbeen lowandstable
overthepastseveralweeks—ataround2per
centforSriLankaand4percentforIndia.The
situation in Bangladesh and Pakistan vis-a-
visCOVID-19testingisverydifferent.Notonly
dothesecountrieshavemuchhighertestpos-

itiverates,atover10percent,butithasbeen
increasing over the past weeks. Thus,
Bangladesh and Pakistan have yet to reach
adequatetesting levels.
Thishasanimportantimplicationregard-

ing the relativemagnitudes of case fatality
ratesacrossthesecountries.SinceBangladesh
andPakistanarenot testingatadequate lev-
els, many positive cases are not being re-
ported in these two countries. If they had
been reported, the case fatality rateswould
havebeenevenlowerthanwhatwenowsee.
Hence, the “true” gap of Bangladesh and
Pakistanvis-a-vis India, concerning thecase
fatalityrate,ishigherthancurrentlyreported.
The daily press briefings of the health

ministrypaintrosypicturesof thesituation
in India only because of the largelymean-
ingless comparisons with European and
North American countries. Looking at our
neighbourswillhaveamuch-neededsober-
ingeffect.

Basu isassociateprofessor, departmentof
economics,UniversityofMassachusetts
Amherst. Srivastava isassociateprofessor,

departmentofhistory,Universityof
MassachusettsAmherst

India’sCovidtrajectoryshouldbemeasuredagainstthatof itsneighbours

A sobering comparison

Deepankar Basu and Priyanka Srivastava
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SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
e- NIT NO. SE/PRJ/05/2020-21 Dated: 25.05.2020

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of UT of Jammu & Kashmir,
Superintending Engineer, Procurement, JPDCL, Jammu invites online e-bids
from original Govt. registered manufacturers for supply of material as under for
the requirement of JPDCL:

The complete tender document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in.
Interested bidder/tenderers may view, download the e-Bid document, seek clarifi-
cation and submit their e-Bid online up to the date and time mentioned in the table
below. Bidding Documents contain Qualifying Criteria for Bidders, Specifications,
Bill of Quantities, Terms and Conditions of Contract and other details.

Superintending Engineer,
Procurement, JPDCL,

Jammu

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
PROCUREMENT, JPDCL, JAMMU

ELECTRIC CENTRAL STORES COMPLEX, RAIL HEAD,
JAMMU J&K PIN -180012

PHONE NO. 0191-2473402 TELEFAX- 0191-2472350
E-mail: epc1jammu@gmail.com, No: SE/PRJ/TS/ Dated: 25.05.2020

DIP/J-289-P/20

1. Date and Time of Downloading/Sale 26.05.2020; 12.00 Hrs
(Start) of Tender Document

2. Date & Time of Download/Sale (End) of 05.06.2020; 14.00Hrs
Tender Document

3. Date & Time of Bidding Queries/ 28.05.2020; 12.00 to 16.00 Hrs.
Clarifications

4. Date & Time of Bid Uploading (Start/End) From 28.05.2020 18.00 Hrs.
to 05.06.2020 14.00 Hrs.

Sr. NIT No. Description of Material Quantity
No. (In Numbers)

1. PURCHASE OF DISTRIBUTION
TRANSFORMERS OF EEL-II OF RATING:

400 KVA Copper wound 20

630 KVA Copper Wound 10

SE/PRJ/
05/2020-21

dated
25.05.2020

Classifieds
PPEERRSSOONNAALL

II,, PPuunneeeett KharbandaS/oHarjit
SinghR/oH.No.179,Mundka
Delhi-110041, confirm that in
myeducational Documents
my father namewrongly
mentionedasHarjeet
Kharbanda insteadofHarjit
Singh. Correct nameofmy
father isHarjit Singh.

0040538239-1

II,, VarshaD/o-Manohar LalW/o-
ChampakKumar, H.No.820,
NewHousing-BoardColony,
Karnal(Haryana)-132001, Have
changedmyname to Varsha
Luthra.

0040538227-3

II FirdausNisarAlias Firdos
NisarAlias FirdausD/o Late
NisarAhmadandW/oLate
Sabir Ali R/oH.No-B-124, Gali
No-6, ChandBagh, Karawal
Nagar, Delhi-110094, have
changedmyname to Firdaus

0070705555-1

II LuxmiD/oSurenderKumarR/o
Mangali Akalan,Hisar
Mangali, Haryana-125001,
have changedmyname to
Kirat Setia.

0070705582-1

II NatashaD/oSh. Surjit Singh
W/oSh.NavdeepChopraR/oB-
11, DefenceColony,NewDelhi-
110024havechangedmyname
aftermarriage to JiyaChopra
for all purposes.

0040538199-1

II Paras SinghS/oSukhvinder
SinghR/oC-26/2, YadavNagar,
SamayPur, Badli, Delhi-
110042, have changedmy
name toHarmeet Singh

0070705586-1

II PoonamW/oNirmal SinghR/o
Gram-Tikkampur, Post-
Sultanpur, Haridwar,
Uttarakhand-247663, have
changedmyname to
PoonamKaur

0070705584-1

II Sahej D/o Jagjeet SinghR/o-J-
6/45,Third Floor, Rajouri
GardenNewDelhi-110027have
changedmyname to
Sahejpreet Kaur.

0040538227-2

II SawanKumar S/o
Parmeshwar Lal R/o 93,
Pocket-13, Rohini Sector-20
Extn., Begumpur, Delhi-110086,
have changedmyname to
Samar 0070705580-1

II TinkuSharmaS/oSuresh
SharmaR/oGav-Gowali,
Tahsil-ChirawaGowli,
Khudania, Jhunjhunu,
Rajasthan-333031, have
changedmyname to
AryanSharma

0070705577-1

II,, SunitaKatariaW/oDalip
KumarR/o-K-1/96,Mohan
Garden, DKMohanGarden,
Delhi-110059, have changed
myname toKamlesh

0040538222-1

II,, ShilpaD/o-RoopKumarR/o
RZF-1/336-337, Sampark
Apartment,Mahavir Enclave,
Palam-Village, NewDelhi-45
HaveChangedMy Name to
ShilpaBhatt.

0040538222-2

II,, SUNITASINGH,W/ORAHUL
SINGH,H.NO-C-24,A/2,
SANJAY-GRAM,GURGAON,
HARYANA-122001, changedmy
name toSANITASINGH.

0040538227-1

II,, Raj Kumar S/o Late Sh.
Chander Lal Lalwani, bornon
9th July 1957R/o 80/78, 1st
Floor,MalviyaNagarNew
Delhi-110017; have changed
myname toRaj Kumar
Lalwnai, vide affidavit dated
27thMay2020, atNewDelhi.

0040538208-1

II,, NISHANTKUMAR S/O-
SUBHASHCHAND R/o-EA-
186/1 TAGORE-GARDENNEAR
COMMUNITY-CENTREN.
DELHI-110027. have changed
my name toNISHANTKUMAR
NAIN 0040538227-8

II,,MukeshYadavS/oOm
ParkashR/o 519A/20, Anand
Pura, Rohtak, Haryana-124001,
have changedmyminor
daughter’s name fromVarnika
Yadavaged 4years toVarnika
Devi forever

0070705578-1

II,, BhawnaVyasD/o-Shirish
BalkishanVyas,H.No.EC-162,
Maya-Enclave, Hari-Nagar, N.
Delhi-110064, changedmy
name toBhavanaVyas
permanently.

0040538227-6

II,,MAHENDRAKAPOOR
AGRAWALS/O-JAGDISH
PRASADR/O-606/13, KRISHNA
GALI.NO.9, ADARSH-MOHALLA,
MOUJPUR.DELHI-110053.HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
MAHENDRAKAPOOR,FORALL,
PURPOSES.

0040538227-7

II,, JAGSHORANS/OSHRI KAMAL
SINGH, R/OKC -16, KAVI
NAGAR,GHAZIABAD,U.P. have
changedmyname to
JAGSHORANSINGH

0070705574-1

II,, DALGEETKAUR W/O
LSHWINDERPALSINGH,H.NO-
583 SECTOR-14 FARIDABAD
ESCORTSNAGAR-121007. have
changedmy name to
DALJEETKAUR.

0040538227-4

II,, BHAWANSINGH S/OHIRA
SINGHBISHT R/o-D-113/BNEW
ASHOK-NAGAREAST/DELHI-
110096.have changedmy
name toBHAWANSINGH
BISHT. 0040538227-5

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public at large is hereby informed that
my client Sh. Prem Chand S/o Late Ram
Charan R/o H.No. 2193, Shora Kothi, Clock
Tower, Subzi Mandi, Delhi-110007 has
declared from today onwards that he has
disowned/ debarred from all movable and
immovable properties, whatsoever to his son
namely Rakesh Kumar and his wife Smt.
Dhanwanti and their sons namely Chirag and
Naveen, daughter of Sh. Prem Chand namely
Smt. Somwati W/o Mahesh and her son
namely Deepak completely till his life and after
his death also. As they have become
disobedient, disloyal, dishonest and quarreling
with my client. Any person deals with them will
be self responsible at his/her/their own risk.
My client shall not be responsible and liable
for their any activity in any manner.

Sd/- ABHISHEK KASHYAP
ADVOCATE

CHAMBER:- SEAT NO. 80, CENTRAL
HALL, TIS HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client SHRI TRILOK CHAND SON OF
SHRI SURAJ BHAN & SMT. SUDESH WIFE
OF SHRI TRILOK CHAND BOTH R/O NU-40-
C, PITAMPURA, DELHI 110034, have
debarred his son HARISH KUMAR, from
his/her entire movable and immovable
properties/assets, and their personal life.
Anybody dealing with them civil and criminal
matters shall be doing at his/her/their all risks,
cost and responsibility, and have severed all
relation from HARISH KUMAR due to his/her
misconduct, bad behavior, bad company and
bad intentions, Any person dealing with
HARISH KUMAR or severally shall be doing
so at their own risk. My client shall not be
responsible in any manner for any kind of
legal-illegal act, deed done by him.

PARKASH CHAND (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-9065/2019

The General public is hereby informed
that my client Ashok Kumar S/o Late
U.N.Mandal,R/o Qr. No. 273,R.K.
Puram, Sector-9, New Delhi-110022
being fed up with derogatory behavior
and mal-treatment of their son namely
Abhijeet Kumar,Age 21years and thus
severe/end all their relationship from
their son from this day onward and
hereby disown their son from their
above said property and also from all
o ther movable and immovable
property and shall not be responsible
for the act of their son. If anybody deals
with their son, shall be doing so at
his/her own risk/responsibility and my
clients shall not be responsible in any
manner.

PUBLIC NOTICE

SANDEEP DEDHA, Advocate
Ch No. K-28, Tis Hazari Courts

New Delhi-54, Mobile:8006500100

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients Smt. Krishna Devi, W/o
Sh. Lal Singh Sikri and Sh. Lal Singh
Sikri, S/o Late Nathu Ram, R/o A 27,
Desu Wali Gali, Mahipalpur, New
Delhi-110037, do hereby disown
their son Yogesh Kumar and his wife
Angela from all their movable and
immovable properties and also
broken all relations from them. My
clients have no control over them
and whosoever conduct business
with them will bear his/her own cost
and risk from today itself.

Sd/-
Y.K. Sikri (Advocate)

Ch. 838, patiala house courts,
New Delhi-110001

M. 9990693340

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all concern that my client
Sheela W/o Late ShriKant Gupta R/o
A-3/73, Sultan Puri, Dlehi- 110086,
disowned and severe all relationship
with his son namely Sunil Gupta and
his wife Sugandhi and debarred them
from all their movable and immovable
properties acquired or to be acquired
because of their mis-behaviour &
conduct and their nature are being
disobedient and they are abusing and
quarrelling with my client so my client
have broken all relations from them. Any
person dealing and having relation with
them in any manner shall be at their
own risk, cost & consequences and my
client shall not be responsible for any
act and deed of the aforesaid.

SURENDER KUMAR (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/152/88
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to general public at large that
my Client Smt. Santra Devi W/o Late Sh.
Santram Shokeen R/o- H. No. 105, Village
Kamruddin Nagar, Nangloi, New Delhi-41
have debarred, their son namely Sandeep
Shokeen and his wife Alka Dahiya from
all her movable & immovable properties due
to their misconduct and bad activities. My
client and his family members shall not be
responsible for any wrongful and illegal act
in future. Any person(s) deal with them
shall be self responsible.

S.K. Gupta (Advocate)
Ch. No. D-209, Karkardooma Court, Delhi

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI,MAY27

GRAPPLINGWITHtheCovid-19
outbreak, the country is faced
withaformidablenewchallenge
—“active swarms of immature
locusts” that have now reached
15 districts of Rajasthan and
MadhyaPradesh.
AccordingtotheLocustWarn-

ingOrganisation (LWO),which
monitors locust swarms, there is
no immediate danger of the
swarmsheadingtowardsDelhi.
Inastatement,theMinistryof

Agriculture & Farmers’Welfare
saidonWednesday, “Asof today,
thereareactiveswarmsofimma-
ture locust in Barmer, Jodhpur,
Nagaur, Bikaner, Ganganagar,
Hanumangarh, Sikar, Jaipur dis-
tricts in Rajasthan and Satna,
Gwalior, Seedhi, Rajgarh, Baitul,
Devas, Agar Malwa district of
MadhyaPradesh.”
Thestatementsaidthat“since

11thApril 2020, locust hoppers
andfrom30thApril,2020,thein-
cursionof pink immature adults
has been reported in bordering
districtsofRajasthanandPunjab,
whicharebeingcontrolled.”
TheDepartment of Agricult-

ure and Farmers’ Welfare has
steppedup locust control opera-
tionsinRajasthan,Punjab,Gujarat,
andMadhyaPradesh,theMinistry
said.“Atpresent200LocustCircle
Offices(LCO)areconductingsur-
vey&control operations in close

coordinationwithdistrictadmin-
istrationandagriculturefieldma-
chineryof theaffected states... In
Rajasthan21districts, inMadhya
Pradesh18districts,inPunjabone
district and inGujarat 2districts
haveundertakenlocustcontroltill
now,”itsaid.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,

LWODeputyDirectorK LGurjar
said, “Weare controlling the lo-
cust swarmsonadaily basis but
they cannotbe controlled inone
go because they are escaping.
They are going forward.”
However,Gurjar said, there is no
possibility of the insectsmoving
towardsDelhiasofnow,because
the“windcurrentisdifferent”.
TheMinistrysaidthattempo-

rary locust control camps had
been established in Ajmer,
Chittorgarh and Dausa in
Rajasthan,Mandsaur,Ujjain and

Shivpuri inMadhyaPradesh,and
Jhansi inUttar Pradesh. “There is
no report of cropdamagedue to
locust attack inRajasthan,MP&
Gujarat,”theMinistrysaid.
The Centre has, meanwhile,

approvedassistanceof Rs68.65
crore for Rajasthan to fight the
pests.
Sources said the assistance

fromtheNationalDisasterRespo-
nse Fund (NDRF) in thewake of
“pest(locust)attack”during2019-
20, was approved by the High
Level Committee headed by
HomeMinisterAmitShahonMay
15. Anorderwas issued onMay
23, asking the Department of
Expendituretoreleasetheassista-
ncetotheRajasthangovernment.
Earlierthismonth,aslocusts

threatenedtheregion, Indiahad
reachedouttobothPakistanand
Iran.

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR,MAY27

INAmajorbureaucraticreshuffle,
theChhattisgarhgovernmenton
Wednesday transferred 50 IAS
and state administrativeofficers,
including 20 district collectors.
While the government termed
the transfers routine, it later re-
leased a circular informing of a
moratoriumonmoretransfers.

TheOpposition BJP said the
governmenthadtakena“drastic”
decisionthathascreated“chaos”
amidofapandemic.
Senior BJP leader and former

ChiefMinisterRamanSinghsaid:
“The government has created a
sceneof chaos because thenew
officers are going to take time to
adjust. At a timewhennumbers
are increasing rapidly, this could
havebeenavoided.”
LeaderoftheOppositioninthe

Assembly Dharamlal Kaushik
said:“It’s almost like a business
dealbythestategovernment.”
Thereweremurmurs in the

bureaucratic circles too. “For any
official to get used to thedistrict
administration, thework force
takestime.Thelogisticchallenges
of shifting cities in themiddle of
thepandemicwouldbehuge,” a
seniorofficersaid. “Sincethecol-
lectors arehandlingall Covid-re-
latedactivitiesintheirdistricts,the

transfers raise questions on the
preparednessofthedistricts,”an-
otherofficersaid.
Government spokesperson

Taran Sinha said the transfers
were “routine” andwon’t pose
challenges.“Todayitwasdecided
to slowly lift the lockdown, a lot
hasopenedup.There isnoprob-
lemassuchforthestate.”
Chhattisgarh has reported a

total of 361 Covid-19 cases, of
whom79haverecovered.

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABADMAY27

TELANGANA GOVERNMENT,
facing criticism from the high
courtforunderwhelmingCovid
testingnumbers, isreadyingup
to30,000bedsinaphasedman-
neranticipatingaspike.
The state government has

identified 12government hos-
pitals, 23privatehospitals, and
21 private medical colleges,
apart fromconverting a sports
village into Covid-19 hospital.
The 12 government hospitals
have a combined capacity of
4,777 isolationbeds, including
325 ICUbedsand275 ICUbeds
with ventilators. Themedical
collegescanprovideupto15,500
beds, including 1,100 ICUbeds
and200ventilators.
As themajority of Covid-19
casessinceMay8arefrom
Hyderabadandsurround-
ingareas,thegovernment
is focusing on scaling up
treatmentfacilitiesinand
around Hyderabad. Till
May26, therewere1,991
corona positive cases in
thestate,ofwhich650are
under treatment and 57
died.HealthDepartment
officialssaidthat24ofthe
31 districts are free of

coronavirus.
InHyderabad,workingona

war-footing,theTelanganaState
Medical Services Infrastructure
DevelopmentCorporationcon-
verteda14-storeybuildingnear
Gachibowli stadium into a
1,500-bed Covid hospital, in-
cluding50ICUbedswithventi-
lators. Thebuildingwas indis-
useafterhostingsportspersons
participating inWorldMilitary
Gamesin2007.“Werefurbished
thebuildingin20days.Weout-
fitted each floorwithbeds, fur-
nishings, bathrooms, oxygen
supply lines,water supply and
plumbing,andmedicalfacilities.
Facilities for 400 doctors and
1,000staffhavealsobeensetup,’’
aTSMSIDCofficialsaid.
The government later in-

tendstoexpandthisfacilityinto
Telangana Institute ofMedical
Science and Research on the
linesofAIIMS.“Thisnewfacility
hasbeenkept ready in caseex-
isting facilities are over-
whelmed,” TelanganaHealth
MinisterEtelaRajendersaid.
Thegovernmenthasalsodi-

rected23privatesuper-specialty
hospitals inHyderabad tokeep
isolationwardsreadybutbarred
them from conducting tests.
Officials said that about 5,000
bedswould bemade available
bytheseprivatehospitals.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
HYDERABAD,MAY27

THE TELANGANAHigh Court Tuesday set aside a
government circular issued on April 24 directing
not to testbodiesandsaidbodiesof all thosewho
die should be tested before being released for fu-
nerals as aprecautionarymeasure. It directed the
stategovernmenttoprovidedataonCovid-19tests,
including the number of migrants who have re-
turned to thestateand thosewhotestedpositive.
Italsosoughtclarificationonthegovernment’sde-
cision toclassifyaffectedareasasgreenzones.
A bench of Chief Justice Raghavendra Singh

ChauhanandJusticeNVijaysenReddywashearing
fivePILsfiledbyactivists.“Ratherthancongratulat-
ing ourselves for having fewer coronavirus cases,
the state should take upmore tests. Ignoring the
presence of coronavirus by not testing in large
numbers is almost like inviting theTrojanhorse,”
JusticeChauhannoted.
Thebenchposted thematter for furtherhear-

ingon June4.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,MAY27

FOLLOWINGSPECULATIONover
the stability of the Uddhav
Thackeray government anddif-
ferencesbetween the three rul-
ing allies, Maharashtra Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) leaders on
Wednesday put up a united
front,sayingthatOppositionBJP
has undermined the efforts of
frontlinehealthworkersthrough
its protests, and was working
againsttheinterestsof thestate.
“The ‘Maharashtra Bachao’

protest by BJP has not only de-
moralised the state govern-
ment’s efforts but also the doc-
tors, policepersonnel andother
staffers involved in fighting
Covid-19,” said JayantPatil,NCP
leaderand IrrigationMinister.
Patil, Shiv Sena leader and

Transport Minister Anil Parab
and Congress leader and
Revenue Minister Balasaheb
Thorat addressed the media
jointly a day after former chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis
claimed that state has received
Rs 28,104 crore assistance from
theUniongovernment.
The decision to hold a joint

pressconferencealsocameaday
after speculations of discord
within the MVA, fueled by
Congress leaderRahulGandhi’s
remark that thepartywasnot a
“key decision maker” in
Maharashtra.
SourcessaidthatonTuesday

night, Rahul Gandhi had a tele-
phonic conversationwith Sena
leader and Minister Aaditya
Thackeray, in which he ex-
plained his remark and ex-

tended support to the Uddhav
government.
Thoratsaidthethreealliance

partners are working together
andthattherearenodifferences
betweenthem.

Bhopal:Alleging that formerCM
KamalNathspentalargeamount
ofmoney in Chhindwara in the
last fewmonths of theCongress
government,theBJPgovernment
isprobingallegedirregularitiesin
the“Chhindwarapackage”.

AgricultureMinister Kamal
Patel alleged several projects
worth hundreds of croreswere
sanctioned inChhindwaraat the
costofotherregions.
Kamal Nath is anMLA from

Chhindwara. ENS

Chhattisgarh shifts 20 DCs, BJP says will cause chaos

Telangana, anticipating
case spike, plans 30k beds

Do more tests instead of
celebrating fewer cases,
HC tells Telangana govt

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,MAY27

THE UTTAR Pradesh govern-
ment Wednesday said that it
would soon be able to provide
employmentto7.5lakhworkers
in the state as it is preparing to
sign an MoU with Indian
Industries Association (IIA) and
National Real Estate
Development Council
(NAREDCO). While the MoU
with IIAwill help in giving jobs
toabout5lakhmigrantworkers
in different MSME units, the
MoUwith NAREDCOwill pave
thewayfor2-5lakhpeopletobe
employed in real estate.
Notably,NAREDCOhadwrit-

tentotheUPgovernmentearlier
this week, saying that it could
offer jobs tomigrantworkers if
thestategovernmentformulates
alawtoprovideassistancetothe
sector and help restart stalled
projects.
AUPgovernmentspokesper-

sononWednesdaysaidthatthe
governmentwouldenterintoan
agreementwiththesetwoagen-
ciestohelpidentifytheplacesof
job demand and categorise the
workers. These agencieswould
also ensure that labourers get
employmentaspertherequire-
ment, the spokesperson said,
adding that the agencieswould
also ensure short-term training
of theworkers and arrange ap-
prenticeship or training to un-
skilled labourers in industries.

MP govt to probe ‘irregularities’ in
Kamal Nath’s ‘Chhindwara package’

AlocustswarminJaipuronMonday.PTI/File

Locust cloud over 15
dists in Rajasthan,MP

MVA puts up united
front, says BJP acting
against Maharashtra

Industries set
to employ 7.5
lakh workers,
says UP govt

MAHARASHTRA
CHIEFMINISTER
UDDHAVTHACKERAY
IS SPECIAL GUESTAT
LOKSATTA'S
WEBSERIES
‘SATHICHAGAZHAL
MAHARASHTRACHA’
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ASArespiratorydisease,Covid-19pri-
marilyattacksthelungs,butotheref-
fectstoohavebeenemerging, includ-
ing in theabdomen, the skin and the
brain. A new studyhas reviewed the
existing evidence about the last: the
virus’s impactonthecentralnervous
system. Researchers from the
University of Cincinnati and three
Italian institutions have reviewed
neuroimaging and
neurological symp-
toms in patients with
Covid-19 and pub-
lished their findings in
the journalRadiology.
Alteredmental sta-

tus and stroke have
been found to be the
most common neuro-
logical symptoms in
Covid-19 patients. The
authors say this could
help physicians notice
red flagsearlier.
“Studieshavedescribedthespec-

trum of chest imaging features of
COVID-19,butonlyafewcasereports
havedescribedCOVID-19 associated
neuroimaging findings,” lead author
AbdelkaderMahammedi, assistant
professor of radiology at the
University of Cincinnati, said in a
statement.“Todate, this isthelargest
andfirststudyin literaturethatchar-
acterizestheneurologicalsymptoms
andneuroimagingfeaturesinCOVID-

19 patients. These newly discovered
patternscouldhelpdoctorsbetterand
sooner recognize associations with
COVID-19 and possibly provide ear-
lier interventions.”
Researchers investigated neuro-

logical symptoms and imaging find-
ings in patients from threemajor in-
stitutions in Italy: University of
Brescia; University of Eastern

Piedmont (Novara);
and University of
Sassari. The study in-
cluded images from
725 hospitalised pa-
tients with confirmed
Covid-19 infection be-
tweenFebruary29and
April 4. Of these, 108
(15%)had seriousneu-
rological symptoms
and underwent brain
orspineimaging.Most
patients (99%) had

brain CT scans, while 16% had head
and neck CT imaging and 18% had
brainMRI.
Investigatorsfoundthat59%ofpa-

tients reported an altered mental
state and 31% experienced stroke,
whichwere themost common neu-
rologicalsymptoms.Patientsalsoex-
perienced headache (12%), seizure
(9%)anddizziness(4%),amongother
symptoms.Alteredmentalstatuswas
morecommoninolderadults.

Source:UniversityofCincinnati
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In review, what Covid-19 does
to central nervous system
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INDIA COUNT: 151,767 (4,337 DEATHS)
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Maharashtra
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Tamil Nadu
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Rajasthan

7,024
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6,548 UP

14,465 Delhi
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Gujarat

4,009
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Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak andwhat you should/should not do?

Write to explained@indianexpress.com

3,171
Andhra Pradesh

UnionHealthMinistryupdateasof11pm,May27.Somestatesmayhave
reportedhighernumbers.Onlystates/UTswithatleastonecaselistedabove.
64,426PATIENTSDISCHARGEDIN32STATESANDUNIONTERRITORIES

RESTOFINDIA
AndamanandNicobarIslands 33
ArunachalPradesh 2
Assam 616
Chandigarh 266
Chhattisgarh 361
DadarNagarHaveli 2
Goa 67
Haryana 1305
HimachalPradesh 247
JammuandKashmir 1759
Jharkhand 426
Karnataka 2283
Kerala 963
Ladakh 53
Manipur 39
Meghalaya 15
Mizoram 1
Nagaland 4
Odisha 1517
Puducherry 46
Punjab 2106
Sikkim 1
Telangana 1991
Tripura 207
Uttarakhand 401
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Germany

268,615
United Kingdom

182,847
France

236,259
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1,684,173
US
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TOTAL CONFIRMED:5,626,047 DEATHCOUNT:351,815
Source: JohnsHopkinsUniversity,updatedat11pmonMay27. JHU’sIndiatallyandHealth

Ministry’stally(below)maynotmatchastheseareaccountedatdifferenttimes.
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What isaheatwaveandwhenis it
declared?
Heatwaves occur over India between

MarchandJune.Meteorologistsattempttode-
clare aheatwave eventwhen themaximum
day temperature for a location in the plains
crosses40°C.Overthehills,thethresholdtem-
perature is 30°C.When theday temperature
jumps by 4 to 5 degrees above the normal
maximumtemperatureof a location, it isde-
claredaheatwave.Forexample, if thenormal
maximumtemperature for a location in the
plains on a given day should be 40°C but is
recordedat45°C, thenthat locationisexperi-
encingaheatwave.Alternatively,whenanylo-
cationwhere themaximum temperature
crosses45°Corshowsadepartureofover6°C
fromnormal,itisasevereheatwavecondition.

What isdifferentthissummer,andwhy?
The summer season reaches its peak by

May15 in India,when theday temperatures
acrossnorth,westandcentralIndiacross40°C
and, from then on, hover close to 45°C. This
year,northIndiadidnotexperiencesuchtem-
peraturesuntilMay21. It isonlyover the last
six days that parts of Rajasthan, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh,Madhya Pradesh andMaharashtra
havebeenexperiencingheatwaveconditions.
Theabsenceofheatwaveconditionsun-

tilthenwasmainlybecauseofthecontinued
influence of western disturbances in the
northuntilaslateasApril.Originatinginthe
Mediterranean Sea, western disturbances
are eastward-moving winds that blow in
loweratmosphericlevels.Theyaffectthelo-
cal weather of a region during its onward
journey.Whenwesterndisturbances inter-
actwithweathersystemsheading fromthe
two southern seas—warmwinds blowing
in fromtheBayofBengalor theArabianSea
— they cause snowfall or rainfall over the
Indian north.Western disturbances influ-
ence the weather significantly during
December toFebruary.
Since lastwinter, western disturbances

havebeenveryfrequentinthenorth,appear-
ing after every five to seven days. Between
JanuaryandMarchthisyear,about20western
disturbanceshavepassedby.Thisyear,thein-
fluencepersisteduntil earlyMay. The recent
westerndisturbancesgotsupport fromeast-
erly winds blowing over from the Bay of
Bengal. It resulted in rainfall and thunder-
stormsoverpartsofRajasthan,Punjab,Uttar
Pradesh,northMadhyaPradeshandDelhiun-

tilmid-May,keepingatmosphericconditions
cooler thanwhat is usual by summer stan-
dards. As per the India Meteorological
Department(IMD),theall-Indiaaveragetem-
peraturehasremainedbelownormalformost
monthsin2020sofar—January(-0.6°Cfrom
normal), February (+ 0.2°C),March (-0.8°C)
andApril(-0.1°C).Asimilartrendisexpected
overthemonthofMay.

Howlongis thepresentheatwavespell
expectedto last?
Asper the IMD's latestweather forecast,

theintensityofheatwillbegintosubsidefrom
Thursday.Afastapproachingwesterndistur-
bance,whichiscurrentlylyingovernortheast
Afghanistan, is forecast to cause thunder-
stormsandrainfallovernorthIndiabetween
May28andMay30.Theheatloadwillreduce
substantially from May 29 onwards.
Favourablewindconditionswouldalsohelp
in reductionof theprevailingheatwavecon-

ditionsovercentral IndiafromMay29.

Ingeneral,howlongcanaheatwave
spell last?
Itgenerallylastsforaminimumoffourdays.

Onsomeoccasions, it canextenduptoseven
or tendays. The longest recordedheatwave
spell in recent yearswas duringMay18-31,
2015.ThisspellseverelyaffectedpartsofWest
BengalalongwithOdisha,AndhraPradeshand
Telangana.Asimilarspellwasreportedduring
June2-11,2014.Thecurrentheatwavespellbe-
ganonMay22andisexpectedtocontinueun-
tilMay29.Heatwaveconditionsoccurring in
Mayhavebeenobserved to last longer, as the
seasonreachesitspeakthismonth,compared
tothoseinJune,whichoftendiedownsooner
due to theonset of the southwestmonsoon
overthelocationorinitsneighbourhood.

Doheatwaveconditionshappeninall
partsof India?

No. Heatwaves are common over the
Core Heatwave Zone (CHZ) — Rajasthan,
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi,West
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Vidarbha in
Maharashtra,partsofGangeticWestBengal,
Coastal Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, as
categorisedbytheIMD.Severalrecentstud-
ies indicate that the CHZ experiencesmore
than six heatwave days per year during the
summermonths.Manyplaces inthenorth-
westandcitiesalongthesoutheasterncoast
report eight heatwave days per season.
However, the regions in the extremenorth,
the Northeast and southwestern India are
lessprone toheatwaves.

HasCycloneAmphaninfluencedthe
currentheatwave?
Since the event of severe heat has

emerged immediately after the passing of
Cyclone Amphan, experts have concluded
that it has had a role in the circumstances
leading to the present heatwave spell.
CycloneAmphan,whichwasamassivesuper
storm covering 700 km,managed to drag a
largeamountofmoisture fromovertheBay
of Bengal, the entire South Peninsula, parts
of Central India and to some extent even
from the Arabian Sea. All themoisture that
was built up during the thunderstorm and
rainfallgotgraduallydepletedfromovervast
areas as the storm advanced towardsWest
BengalandBangladeshbetweenMay16and
May20.Ithasnowtriggereddrynorthwest-
erlywinds to blowover Rajasthan,Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh andMaharashtra,
causingsevereheatwaves.

What is thestatusof thesouthwest
monsoon?
AlthoughCycloneAmphanaidedinearly

advancement of the southwest monsoon
over the Andaman Sea, it caused a stagna-
tion of further advancement by at least a
week. That iswhy the IMDhas said that the
monsoon onset over Kerala would be de-
layed thisyear.
OnWednesday, the southwestmonsoon

madesomeadvancement intomorepartsof
south Bay of Bengal, having coveredmost
partsoftheAndamanSea,andAndamanand
Nicobar islands. The Northern Limit of
Monsoon (NLM) passed through Post Blair.
Enhanced cloud cover, strengthening of
southwesterlywinds and other favourable
conditions arebuildingup, enabling the fur-
therprogressofthemonsoonoversouthand
centralBayofBengalduringthenext48hours.
Themonsoonis likelytohitKeralaonJune5.
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Why this summer is unusual
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

Thelastseveraldayshavebroughtheatwaves inpartsof thecountry,buttheprecedingweekshadseenno
suchconditions.A lookathowthisbreakstrends,cycloneAmphan’srole,andwhat isexpectedtofollow

Whatmaking Aarogya Setu open-source means
AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,MAY27

ONTUESDAY,theMinistryofElectronicsand
Information Technology announced that it
hasreleasedthesourcecodeofAarogyaSetu
apptopromotetransparencyandcollabora-
tionwith the software developer commu-
nity. The IT Ministry's move came in the
wake of demands from cyber law experts
and critics who had said the app was too
closed innatureandwithoutadequatedata
protectionmeasures.

Whatdoesanopen-sourcesoftware
mean?
Software can be divided into two broad

categories,proprietaryandopensource.
Anysoftware thathas tobeboughtor li-

censed from the creator of the software is
called a proprietary or closed-source soft-
ware.ExamplesincludeMicrosoftWindows,

GoogleEarthandAdobePhotoshop.The in-
tellectual property rights of the software,
evenifboughtorlicensed,remainswiththe
creator.
Open-sourcesoftwarerequiresnolicens-

ing andneednotbebought. Its source code
is open for everyone to download,
examine, redistribute, and im-
prove upon if they can,with an
acknowledgment to the origi-
nal software coder or the com-
pany.Examplesofsuchsoftware
areWordPress,VLCMediaPlayer,
and theMozillabrowser.

WhyhasthesourcecodeofAarogya
Setubeenmadepublic?
When launching the app on April 2, the

ITministry had explicitlymentioned in the
termsof use that noonewas allowed to re-
verse-engineertheapporalterwiththecod-
ingof theapp.This ledtocriticsquestioning
whether the app could be used for surveil-

lanceandgobeyond itsmandateof contact
tracing. Cyber lawexperts and the software
developer community calledupon thegov-
ernment to allow reverse engineering and
also publish the source code of the app so
that it couldbeseenbyanyone.

While releasing the source
code on Tuesday, the govern-
ment said it was doing so to
promote transparencyanden-
sure security and integrity of
the app. The source code, the
governmentsaid,wasreleasedin
linewith its “PolicyonAdoptionof

Open Source Software for
Governmentof India”.

Doesthataddresssecurityandprivacy
concerns?
It istooearlytotell,sayexperts.Nowthat

thesourcecodehasbeenreleased,software
developers from around theworldwill be
able to go through the code and point out

vulnerabilitiesorfixloopholes,ifany,bywrit-
ing fresh codes and suggesting these to the
government, Udbhav Tiwari, Public Policy
AdvisoratMozilla said.
Besides, the government has not yet re-

leasedtheserver-sidecodeoftheapp.Kazim
Rizvi, founder of policy think-tank The
Dialogue, said the server-side codemustbe
released to further assuage privacy and se-
curity concerns.

Whatpurposewillopen-sourcingthe
server-sidecodeserve?
Any applications or functionalities on

mobilephones andotherhandhelddevices
need Internet connectivity to run. Sending
and processing of such data is done on the
server. By having access to the server-side
data, individualscancheckwhetherthedata
providedtotheappisflowingdirectlytothe
dedicatedserversornot.Ifnot,eitherthedis-
crepancycanbereportedorclarificationscan
besought fromthegovernment.
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KABIRFIRAQUE
NEWDELHI,MAY27

LOSSOFthesenseof smell (andtaste), one
ofthemorerecentlyidentifiedsymptomsof
Covid-19, isnowrecognisedassuchbythe
WorldHealthOrganization(WHO)andthe
health authorities of some countries, in-
cluding the US. A new study inmice has
sought to explore why this symptom ap-
pearsinsomeCovid-19patients.Theyhave
reported their findings in the American
Chemical Society’s journal ACS Chemical
Neuroscience.

Tracking the proteins
SARS-CoV-2,thevirusthatcausesCovid-

19, hijacks two human proteins to invade
cells.One is theACE2“receptor”on thecell
surface(itopensthedoorforthevirus)while
theotheriscalledTMPRSS2,whichthevirus
uses toreplicate itsgeneticmaterial.
In mice, the researchers found, these

twoproteinsareproducedbycertaincellsof
thenasalcavitythatcontributetothemice’s

senseofsmell(andours).Withintheolfac-
toryepithelium,whichisatissueliningthe
nasal cavity that is involved in smell, the
“sustentacular cells” had the highest level
of SARS-CoV-2 receptors, researcher Rafal
Butowtof Nicolaus CopernicusUniversity,
Poland, toldThe IndianExpressbyemail.
The sustentacular cells help transfer

odours fromtheair toneurons.
Butowtandcolleaguesfirstusedvarious

methods tomeasure the levels of expres-
sionofthetwoproteins.Theyfoundthatthe
mature olfactory neurons do not express
ACE2,while thesustentacularcellsdo.
“Thesenseofsmell inCovid-19patients

appearstobelost,becausethesustentacu-
lar cells assist neurons in sensing odours,
probablybyprocessingodour-bindingpro-
teins,”Butowtsaid.
Identifyingthesecells couldhelp inthe

development of more accurate diagnostic
tests,theresearcherssaid.Theyhavecalled
forfuturestudiesshouldexaminewhether
sustentacularcellscanpassthevirustoneu-
rons, which could provide SARS-CoV-2 a
route to infect thebrain.

Age is a factor
The researchers also found that larger

amounts of theproteins aremade inolder

mice than inyoungerones. “These are sig-
nificant findings, because themore entry
proteins a host cell has, the easier it is for

thevirus tobind, enterand infect that cell.
Thehighlevelsofentryproteinsinthenasal
epitheliummayexplainwhyolderhumans
aremorelikelytobecomeinfectedwiththe
novel coronavirus than younger humans,”
Butowtsaid.
The question iswhetherwhatwas ob-

served inmice happens in humans too. “It
isknownthattheentryproteinshavesimi-
larexpressionpatternsamongmammalian
species—meaningthatthemouseappears
to be suitablemodel for the human condi-
tion,”Butowtsaid.

Why the nosematters
Earlierresearch(TheIndianExpress,April

29) had identified twokinds of cells in the
nose as the likely first entry points for the
virus.Thesearegobletcells(whichproduce
mucus)andciliatedcells(whichhelpsweep
mucustothethroatsoitcanbeswallowed).
Thatstudy,too,haddrawnitsconclusions

fromtheexpressionofthetwoentryproteins.
Using the Human Cell Atlas database, it
lookedatdata fromdifferenttissuesofnon-
infectedpeople. It foundthatthesetwopro-

teinshadthehighestpresenceingobletand
ciliatedcells.
Thereisakeydifferenceinwhatthetwo

studieslookedat.Thepreviousstudy,byre-
searchers of UK’s Wellcome Sangner
Institute,lookedatallhumancellsandiden-
tified goblet and ciliated cells as the likely
firstpointsof entry.Theseoccur in theres-
piratory epithelium, while the newstudy
lookedspecificallyattheolfactoryepithelium.
Asked if the findings are in conflict,

Butowt said all studies depend on the
methodused.“Howeverwhatissureisthat
sustentacular cells in the olfactory epithe-
liumhave highest level of SARS-CoV-2 re-
ceptorsascomparedtoothercells inolfac-
toryepithelium,andciliaryandgobletcells
I may say the same as compared to other
cells in the respiratory epithelium. But di-
rect comparison between respiratory and
olfactoryepitheliumrequiresfurtherstud-
ieswithmore techniques,”Butowtsaid.
“…Therearefewstudiesnow,andsome

requirefurtherexaminationstoresolvein-
consistencies between the results. That is
howreal scienceworks I think.”

Coronavirus
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THEVIRUS, THEPROTEIN, ANDTHEMECHANISMOFSMELL

Over48°C inNewDelhionTuesday.PraveenKhanna

Why do someCovid-19 patients lose their sense of smell?

ThenovelcoronavirususesACE2receptors toentersustentacularcells in the
olfactoryepithelium.ThematureolfactoryneuronsdonotexpressACE2.
Source:Butowtetal,ACSChemicalNeuroscience
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Executive Engineer, DTIDC invite tenders on behalf of MD, DTIDC Ltd for the following works
through e procurement solution only.
1. NIT No. : 01/DTIDC/2020-21

Tender ID No. : 2020_DTIDC_190990_1
Name of work : Maintenance of HQ Building at 5/9, Under Hill Road.
SH : Annual Operation Contract of 320 KVA capacity D.G.

Set
Estimated Cost : Rs. 7,16,106/-
Earnest Money : Rs. 14,322/-
Time Allowed : 12 Months
Last date of receipt of Tenders : 08/06/2020

2. NIT No. : 02/DTIDC/2020-21
Tender ID No. : 2020_DTIDC_190997_1
Name of work : Maintenance of Zonal Offices Under Transport

Department
SH : Repairing, maintenance & Servicing of existing Air

conditioners and water Coolers in zonal offices at
Surajmal Vihar, Mayur VIhar, Loni Road, Rohini, Raja
Garden, Mall Road, Wazirpur, Vasant Vihar, IDTR, IP
Depot, Sarai Kale Kha, Janakpuri, Dwarka, Jhuljhuli
& ARU/VIU/Impounding unit Burari

Estimated Cost : Rs. 18,21,399/-
Earnest Money : Rs. 36,428/-
Time Allowed : 06 Months
Last date of receipt of Tenders : 05/06/2020

The Tender forms and other detail can be obtained from the website:
https://govtprocurementdelhi.gov.in

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

DTIDC Ltd ISBT Sarai Kale Khan DelhiDip/Shabdarth/0052/20-21

Delhi Transport Infrastructure Development Corporation Ltd.
An Enterprises of Govt. of NCT of Delhi.

ISBT Sarai Kale Khan Delhi-110013

Sl. No Tender Inviting Authority Specification No. Total
1 CE/Hydro HE 2388 1

2 SE/Transmission-I T.2147 1
3 CE/P&C 1029 1

For details of works/Procurement/Due date of submission/opening
Corrigendum, Due date extension, viewing and downloading of e-tenders,
please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.in,www.tantransco.gov.in,
www.tenders.tn.gov.in,www.tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app,

TAMIL NADU TrANSMISSIoN CorPorATIoN LTD.

NoTICE INVITING TENDErS (E-TENDErING ProCESS)

DIPR/1905/TEnDER/2020

TAMIL NADU GENErATIoN AND DISTrIbUTIoN CorPorATIoN LTD.

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f ³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f (CXØfSX/QdÃf¯f), IYûMXf (SXfªf.)
website: www.kotamc.org, email:nnkota@gmail.com, Tel Pho: 0744-2502293

IiY¸ffaIY: ³fd³fIYû/d³f¸ffÊ̄ f/2020/1465-72 dQ³ffaIY 27.5.2020
ÀfaVfûd²f°f d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff-5

³f¦fS d³f¦f¸f I ûMf õfSf ÀfaVfûd²f°f d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff Ii ¸ffaI ³fd³fI û/ d³f¸ffÊ¯f/ 2020/6586-94 dQ³ffaI
31.03.2020 ÀfZ ´fc½fÊ ¸fZÔ ªffSe I e ¦fBÊ BÊ-d³fd½fQf Af¸faÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff 50/2019-20 dQ³ffaI
11.03.2020 I e °ffSeJûÔ ¸fZÔ COVID-19 IZ I fS¯f d³f¸³ff³fbÀffS ÀfaVfû²f³f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W`Ü

Vû¿f Vf°fZÊ ¹f±ff½f°f SXWZXa¦feÜ
WXÀ°ff./-

´fifd²fIYfSXe E½fa Af¹fb¢°f
³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f, IYûMXf (CXØfSX/QdÃf¯f)

IiY.Àfa. d½f½fSX¯f ´fc½fÊ ¸fZÔ d°fd±f ÀfaVfûd²f°f °ffSXe£f

1 d³fd½fQf OfC³f»fûO ½f A´f»fûO I S³fZ
I e d°fd±f (½fZ¶fÀffBÊM ÀfZ)

11.03.20 ÀfZ 02.06.20
(Qû´fWS 12.00 ¶fªfZ °fI )

11.03.20 ÀfZ 08.06.20
(Àffa¹f 06.00 ¶fªfZ °fI )

2 Oe.Oe. E½fa QÀ°ff½fZªf ªf¸ff I S³fZ I e
d°fd±f

11.03.20 ÀfZ 02.06.20
(Qû´fWS 3.00 ¶fªfZ °fI )

11.03.20 ÀfZ 08.06.20
(Qû´fWS 3.00 ¶fªfZ °fI )

3 °fI ³feI e d¶fO £fû»f³fZ I e d°fd±f 02.06.20 I û Àffa¹f 6.00 ¶fªfZ 09.06.20 I û Àff¹fa 4.00 ¶fªfZ

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
E-NIT S. No. 07/PHEP of 2020-21

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of UT of J&K e-tenders (Two cover System) on Turn Key Basis are invited on Turn Key basis including
the maintenance cost for a period of Two Years from reputed and resourceful contractors /Firms/companies/joint venture of repute in PWD
or Equivalent in CPWD/Railways and other state Governments for the following works, which should be uploaded on the Procurement web
portal http://jktenders.gov.in for the subjected work(s) referred below to be received by the Executive Engineer PHE Division Pulwama and
as per the details mentioned in this e-tender notification and to whom all the terms and conditions of detailed e-NIT /Tender Documents/ PWD
Form No:- 25 double are accepted. The detailed tender document and Specifications etc. can be downloaded on the e-procurement portal
http://jktenders.gov.in. The cost of tender documents (Non-refundable/Non-Transferable) should be in the shape of e-Challan or Treasury
Challan/Receipt in favour Executive Engineer PHE Division Pulwama.

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir.
Sd/-

Executive Engineer, (Jal Shakti Department) PHE Division, Pulwama,

01 Date of Publishing of Tender Notice 27.05.2020 from 1000 Hours

02 Download start date 27.05.2020 from 1000 Hours

03 Date of Pre-bid meeting In the Office of the: Executive Engineer, PHE Division, Pulwama on
03.06.2020 at 1030 Hours)

04 Last date of submission bid Queries 08.06.2020 upto 1400 Hours

05 Bid submission start date 27.05.2020 from 1000 Hours

06 Bid Submission end date 22.06.2020 upto 1600 Hours

07 Date & time of opening Bids (Technical Cover) 23.06.2020 at 1000 Hours)

Position of Funds: Available; Major Head of Account: JKIDFC
The Bidding documents consisting of eligibility criteria, specification, drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q) set of terms & conditions of contract and other

details can be seen/ downloaded from the e-procurement Portal “http://jktenders.gov.in” as per schedule of dates given below:-:

Sr. Name of Work Estimated Cost of Earnest Time of Tender Tender Class of
No. Cost Tender Money Completion Call Opening Contract

Document Deposit Authority

1 Design, construction, testing and successful commissioning of
0.70 lac gallons capacity RCC Over Head Tank (shell type) in
single compartment with 21 mtrs staging height including pro-
viding, laying and fixing of supply main, rising main, washout
connecting with supply system with 12mm thick flanged joints
cost of nuts, bolts, washers, M/S lid with frame and cover
including construction of hand railing around the stair, sluice
valves, covels, heavy duty of VAGE make or Kirloskar make,
boulder filling inside the tank upto ground level. Levelling of
ground including disposal of excavated material from premis-
es upto 5 Kms lead. Angle iron door with frame including con-
struction of sluice chamber with M/S Lid and ladder and con-
struction of pump operator quarter including laying & fitting of
pipes for mains, sub-mains, distribution system including car-
riage all leads, lifts complete including construction of electri-
cal and mechanical works as required including trial run for six
months and maintenance period of three years after comple-
tion of project. The advertised cost includes the maintenance
cost of the scheme for three years. Adopt bearing capacity of
soil 7.80M.Ton /Sqm (report enclosed). Architectural aesthet-
ics shall be kept in consideration to make the structures
appealing for WSS Khillen Gundi Mussa under Languishing
Programme JKIDFC Ltd) LUP 2405
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No. PHEP/383-96
Dated: 26.05.2020
DIPK-NB-390/20

MANIPUR STATE POWER COMPANY LIMITED
Keishampat Junction, Imphal - 795001

Corporate Office: Electricity Complex, Patta No. 1293 under 87(2),
Khwal Bazar, Keishampat, Imphal - 795001, Manipur, India

Fax: +91 385 2450702, Tele: +91 385 2450050

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Imphal, the 27th May, 2020

No. 4/84/New-Hydro)/ED(G&C)/MSPCL-2019/175-81: In continuation to this Office Notice Inviting Expression of Interest Nos. 4/84(New-
Hydro)/ED(G&C)/MSPCL-2019/2517-23 dated 04.11.2019 and 4/84(New-Hydro)/ED(G&C)/MSPCL-2019/4/166-72 dated 31.01.2020,
the Managing Director, Manipur State Power Company Limited on behalf of the Governor of Manipur is pleased to revised the dates for
submission and opening of both the Expression of Interest (EOI) for conducting Survey & Investigation (S&I) and Formulation of
Detailed Project Report (DPR) for the recently identified 29 nos of hydroelectric projects in the State from the intending Public Sector
Undertakings (PSUs) or Private Agencies who have experienced in similar nature of assignments. The applicant(s) should submit their
proposal(s) package-wise which may be either for all the packages or lesser number of packages.

The applicants who have already submitted their proposals do not need to apply again. However, they can apply for the
package(s) which were not applied earlier.
The details of the Expression of Interest (EOI) can be downloaded from the website www.manipur.gov.in and www.mspcl.in. All
correspondences / communications/submissions of EOIs shall be made to the Managing Director, Manipur State Power Company Ltd,
Keishampat, Imphal - 795001, Manipur, India, Telephone No. (0385) 2450050 Fax No. (0385) 2450702, Email: edcivil.mspdl@gmail.com

2/33/DIPR(Vol-III)

CIN: U40101MN2013SGC008344

Tender
Specification

No.

Name of Assignment Revised last date of
receipt of request

for clarification

Revised last date
of receipt of EOI

application

Revised
opening date of
EOI application

Cost of EOI document

4/3/20 Shortlisting of agencies for conducting
Survey & Investigation (S&I) and
formulation of Detailed Project Reports
(DPR) of 29 (twenty nine)) nos of
hydroelectric projects in Manipur

11.06.2020 26.06.2020 upto
4.00 p.m.

27.06.2020 at
2.00 p.m.

Per package as detailed in
the enclosed notification (@

Rs. 10,000/- per project)

Sd/-
(N. Sarat Singh)

Managing Director,MSPCL

Municipal Corporation Kota (North/South)
Rajeev Gandhi Bhawan, Dushera Ground, Kota- 324006

email: nnkota@gmail.com website: www.kotamc.org
Ph.No.: 0744-2500197

S. No:- NNK/2020/GARAGE/360-373 Date: 27.05.2020

CORRIGENDUM-VI
E-tender Notice No. 41/2019-20 and e-tender corrigendum
nnk/Garage/2020/292-395 was issued by Municipal Corporation Kota on
18.05.2020 on behalf of Kota Smart City Ltd. Revised E-Tender time Schedule
are as follows which can be kindly seen for reference on www.sppp.raj.nic.in,
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, www.kotamc.org.

The remaining conditions will remain the same.

S.
No.

Particular Before After

1 Period of on line availability/
receiving of bidding
Documents (Start/End Date)

28.02.2020 to
28.05.2020

(upto 6.00 PM)

28.02.2020 to
04.06.2020

(upto 6.00 PM)

2 Submission of Original
Banker’s Cheque/ Demand
Draft for Bid Document cost,
Bid Security, Bid Processing
Fee & other documents listed
herein after

29.05.2020
(upto 2.00 PM)

05.06.2020
(upto 2.00 PM)

3 Date & Time opening of tender
Technical bid

29.05.2020
(4.00 PM)

05.06.2020
(4.00 PM)

Sd/-
Commissioner

Municipal Corporation, Kota

ITEM SUPPLY OF MCC/PCC
PANELS

SUPPLY, INSTALLATION
AND COMMISSIONING OF
60 KWP SOLAR POWER

PLANT

E-Tender (Public) No.
IREL/ Udyogamandal/

20-21/ ET/7
IREL/ Udyogamandal/

20-21/ ET/8

Transaction Fee to MSTC
` 1,950/-

(Exclusive of GST)
` 2,250 /-

(Exclusive of GST)
TDC to IREL `560/- (inclusive of taxes) ` 560/- (inclusive of taxes)
EMD to IREL ` 39,000/- ` 45,000/-
Tender starting date & time 28/05/2020 - 15.00 hrs 28/05/2020 - 15.00 hrs
Tender closing date & time 22/06/2020 - 17.00 hrs 22/06/2020 - 17.00 hrs
Tender opening start date & time 23/06/2020 - 10.00 hrs 23/06/2020 - 10.00 hrs
Minimum validity of tender 90

efJeJejCe kesÀ efueS JesyemeeFì osKes For details, visit websites http://www.mstcecommerce.
com/eprochome/irel, https://eprocure.gov.in, http://irel.co.in. HeefjefMeä /Megef× kesÀJeue
JesyemeeFìeW ceW nesmì keÀer peeSieer. Addendum/Corrigendum shall be hosted in the websites
only. mHeäerkeÀjCe kesÀ efueS For clarification contact 0484 2545199, purchase-red@irel.
co.in ceW mebHeke&À keÀjW~ ceneHe´yebOekeÀ SJeb He´Oeeve (DeejF&[er) G.M & HEAD (RED)

DeeF&DeejF&Sue (Fbef[³ee) efueefceìs[ IREL (INDIA) LIMITED.
(HetJe& ceW Fbef[³eve jsDej DeLme& efueefceìs[ Formerly known as Indian Rare Earths Ltd.)

jsDej DeLme& He´Yeeie Rare Earths Division
GÐeesieceb[ue Udyogamandal, keÀes®eer Kochi - 683 501

CIN:U15100MH1950GOI008187
(ISO 9001:2015, ISO 14001:2015 & OHSAS 18001:2007 Certified Company)

Phones: +91 484 2545062 - 65 Fax: +91 484 2545269
Tender Notice

“IREL RED invites e-tenders for the following item/job description using e-procurement
portal of M/s MSTC Limited

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH,
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
SHIVNATH CIRCLE DURG (C.G.)

eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in
(1st Call)

SYSTEM TENDER No.64182/NIT No:01/SAC/2020-21, Chhuikhadan, Dated:22.05.2020

Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to
12.06.2020 at 17.30 Hour

Name of Work:-CONSTRUCTION OF RUPTA AT R.D. 4140 M.
R.D. 7680 M. AND R.D. 14350 M. OF MAIN
CANAL OF MUTEDA DIVERSION SCHEME
OF KHAIRAGARH BLOCK AND DISTRICT
RAJNANDGAON..

Probable amount of Contract- Rs. 102.50 Lakhs

The details can be viewed and downloaded online
directly from the Government of Chhattisgarh Integrated
e-Procurement Portal (https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) from Date
29/05/2020, at 17.31 Hours. (IST) onwards.

Note:- All eligible/interested contractors/bidders are mandated to
get enrolled on the Integrated e-procurement portal
(https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) and get approval on specific
vendor class from PWD under Centralized Contractor/Supplier
Registration in order to download the tender documents and
participate in the subsequent bidding process.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Water Resources Division, Chhuikhadan
81004 For, Superintending Engineer Shivnath Circle, Durg C.G.)

e-Procurement Tender Notice

New Delhi
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IRAN

Newly-elected
parliament
convenes
Tehran: Iran's newly
elected parliament con-
venedonWednesdayun-
derstrictsocialdistancing
regulations, as the coun-
try struggles to curb the
spreadofthecoronavirus.
Iranian state TV said all
268 lawmakers who
were in attendance had
testednegative. The law-
makersweresworninaf-
termanyarrivedwearing
facemasksandobserving
social distancing regula-
tions.Temperatureswere
takenbeforetheyentered
the parliament building.
Iranisgrapplingwiththe
deadliestoutbreak in the
Middle East, with more
than 7,500 fatalities of
139,500confirmedcases.

Duringthesession
inTehran.Reuters

PANDEMIC
WATCH

SOUTHAFRICA

Placesof
worshipto
reopensoon
Johannesburg: Places of
worship and other reli-
giousinstitutionsinSouth
Africa will reopen with
strictrestrictionsfromJune
1whenthecountryenters
thelevel3oftheCOVID-19
regulations,PresidentCyril
Ramaphosa has said, ac-
knowledging that their
closure has "worsened"
thedistress of communi-
tiesduring thepandemic.
SouthAfricahasbeenun-
der a nationwide lock-
downsinceMarch27.The
president had lastmonth
announced a five-phase
plan togradually ease the
lockdown imposed to
combat the spreadof the
coronavirusinthecountry.

NEPAL

Highest1-day
spikeof114
casesreported
Kathmandu: Nepal on
Wednesday recorded its
highest single-day surge
incaseswith114newin-
fections, taking the total
tally to886 in thenation,
the healthministry said.
Nepal, which has ex-
tended its nationwide
lockdown till June 2 to
contain the spreadof the
deadlyvirus,isamongthe
countrieshavingtheleast
number of cases. The
virus has so far claimed
four lives in Nepal. The
total number of coron-
avirus cases jumped to
886 onWednesday after
114newCOVID-19 infec-
tionswere reported.

SINGAPORE

Indian-origin
manjailedfor
breachingcurbs
Singapore: A Singapore
courtonWednesdaysen-
tenced an Indian-origin
youth to sixweeksof im-
prisonment forbreaching
a stay-home notice.
Quresh Singh Sandhu, a
security guard byprofes-
sion,returnedtoSingapore
fromBatam in Indonesia
on March 17 and was
servedastay-homenotice,
whichrequiredhimtore-
main inhis residencebe-
tween March 17 and
March 31. However, he
kept reporting for duty
and shared a roomwith
others, exposing them to
the risk of infection by
breaching his stay-home
notice,theChannelNews
Asiareported.

AGENCIES
BRUSSELS,TOKYO,MAY27

JAPAN'S CABINET approved a
proposed 32 trillion-yen (USD
296 billion) supplementary
budgetWednesdaytohelpfund
USD 1.1 trillion inmeasures to
cushion the blow to the econ-
omyfromthepandemic.
Theextrafundingundercon-

sideration includes support for
smallbusinesses,fundingforim-
provedmedicalsystemsandsub-
sidiesforlocalgovernments.The
budgetalsowillpayformeasures
tohelpprepareforpossiblefuture
wavesof infections.
Japan's economy, the

world's third largest, slipped
into recession in the last quar-
terandwasalreadyslowingbe-
forethepandemichit thanksto
weakening global demandand
consumer spending.
The combined stimulus en-

actedsofaramountstoatotalof
morethan230trillionyen(USD

2.1 trillion), or about 40% of
Japan'seconomy,PrimeMinister
ShinzoAbetoldameetingofof-
ficialsonWednesday.
“I will defend the Japanese

economyat anycost against this
once-in-a-centurycrisis,”Abesaid.
A pandemic state of emer-

gencystill ineffectforTokyoand
several other areas ended

Tuesday as the government be-
gantryingtogetbacktobusiness.
The European Union’s exec-

utive arm laid out on
Wednesday the details of a re-
covery packageworth 750 bil-
lioneuros,orabout$826billion,
for its 27member economies,
especially those hit hardest by
thepandemic.

Europe’s recovery effortwill
be difficult and expensive, as
someof itseconomiesareset to
shrinkasmuchas10percentthis
year. Germany and other
wealthy countries have their
own funds available to spend
immediately to prop up their
economies,butpoorerEuropean
Unionmembersneedhelp.
The program, which was

presented by European
Commission president Ursula
von der Leyen in an address to
the European Parliament on
Wednesday,hingesonusing its
own budget to issue bonds in
international capital markets,
and then distributing the pro-
ceeds according to members’
needs. It is seen as a break-
through for the bloc’s integra-
tion, even if it is a one-off.
Thefundwilldistribute€500

billion worth of grants — free
money thatwill not be piled on
tonationaldebt—toall27mem-
ber states,with Italy getting the
largest slice, followedbySpain.

OTHERTOPGLOBAL STORIES

AUSTINRAMZY,
TIFFANYMAY,AMYQIN
&EDWARDWONG
HONGKONG,MAY27

THEPROTESTERSwantedtosur-
round the city’s government of-
fices, but a smothering police
presenceforcedthemtoabandon
thatplan.Theytriedtoblocktraf-
fic in the financial district at
lunchtime, but the police pelted
thecrowdwithpepperballs.They
gatheredinmallstochantprotest
slogans, butwere later rounded
upandherdedontopolicebuses.
In all, the Hong Kong police

arrestedmore than 300 people
onWednesday, including stu-
dents in their teens and early
20s,mostonsuspicionof unau-
thorizedassembly.
Meanwhile,SecretaryofState

Mike Pompeo announced on
WednesdaythathetoldCongress
that the State Department no
longer consideredHongKong to
havesignificantautonomyunder
Chinese rule, amove that indi-
catedthattheTrumpadministra-
tionwaslikelytoendsomeorall
of the US government’s special
trade and economic relations
withtheterritory.
Pompeo’s announcement

camethedaybeforeBeijingwas
expectedtopassaproposedna-
tionalsecuritylawthatwouldal-
lowChinesesecurityagenciesto
crack down on civil liberties in
Hong Kong. Pompeo has said

thatwouldbea“deathknell”for
HongKong,whichhashadliber-
ties under a semiautonomous
systemof governance that does
not exist inmainland China, in-
cluding freedomsof speech, the
pressandassembly,aswellasan
independent judiciary.
Antigovernment protests

haveroiledthissemiautonomous
Chinese city formonths, but the
angerremainspalpable.Protests
swelled again after Beijing an-
nounced lastweek that itwould
impose national security laws
that democracy advocates fear
wouldtargetdissent.Grievances
overtheuseofforcebythepolice
continue toburn.Anda lawthat
would criminalise disrespect of
thenational anthemhas further
stirred fear over threats toHong
Kong’s cherished freedoms of
speechandexpression. NYT

DANIELLEWIS
NEWYORK,MAY27

LARRY KRAMER, the noted
writer whose raucous, antago-
nisticcampaignforanall-outre-
sponse to theAIDScrisishelped
shiftnationalhealthpolicyinthe
1980s and ’90s, died on
Wednesday morning in
Manhattan.Hewas84.
Hishusband,DavidWebster,

said the causewas pneumonia.
Kramer hadweathered illness
formuchofhisadultlife.Among
other things he had been in-
fected with HIV, the virus that
causesAIDS,contractedliverdis-
ease and underwent a success-
ful liver transplant.
Kramerwas a founder of the

GayMen’sHealthCrisis, the first
serviceorganisationforHIV-pos-
itivepeople, in1981.Ayear later,
hewasa founderof amoremili-
tantgroup,ActUp(AIDSCoalition
toUnleashPower),whose street
actionsdemandingaspeedupin
AIDSdrugs research and an end
todiscriminationagainstgaymen
and lesbians severely disrupted
theoperationsofgovernmentof-
fices,Wall Street and theRoman
Catholichierarchy.

“OneofAmerica’smostvalu-
able troublemakers,” Susan
Sontagcalledhim.
EvensomeofficialsKramerac-

cusedof“murder”and“genocide”
recognised his outbursts were
part of a strategy to shock the
countryintodealingwithAIDSas
apublic-healthemergency.
In the early 1980s, he was

amongthe first activists to fore-
seethatwhathadatfirstcaused
alarm as a rare form of cancer
among gaymenwould spread
worldwide, likeanyother sexu-
allytransmitteddisease,andkill
millionswithout regard to sex-
ual orientation. Under the cir-
cumstances, he said, “If you
write a calm letter and fax it to
nobody,itsinkslikeabrickinthe
Hudson.” NYT

SUSANHEAVEY&
NANDITABOSE
WASHINGTON,MAY27

USPRESIDENTDonaldTrumpon
Wednesdaythreatenedtoregu-
late or shut down social media
companiesforstiflingconserva-
tivevoices,adayafterTwitterat-
tachedawarning to someof his
tweetspromptingreaderstofact
check thepresident’s claims.
Without offering evidence,

Trumpagainaccusedsuchplat-
forms of bias, tweeting:
“Republicans feel that Social
Media Platforms totally silence
conservatives voices. We will
strongly regulate, or close them
down,beforewecaneverallow
this tohappen.”
Trump’sthreattoshutdown

platforms like Twitter Inc and
Facebookwas his strongest yet
within a broader conservative
backlashagainstBigTech.
Twitterforthefirsttimeadded

fact-checklabelsonTrumptweets
after hemade unsubstantiated
claimsonTuesdayaboutmail-in
voting,attachingablueexclama-
tionmarkalerttowarnhisclaims
werefalse,havingbeendebunked
byfactcheckers.REUTERS

THENEWYORKTIMES
NEWYORK,MAY27

TENDAYSofnationalmourning
for the victims of the coron-
avirus began onWednesday in
Spain, the longest official
mourning period in the coun-
try’smodernhistory.
The government and the

royal family led a nationwide
minute of silence at noon, and
flagswere lowered to half-staff
on all public buildings. Prime
MinisterPedroSánchezsaid the
momentwasatimeforthecoun-
try to show its collective sorrow
and to honour the tens of thou-
sandswhodiedfromthevirus.
The major cities of Madrid

and Barcelona on Monday

caught up with the rest of the
country in easing lockdown
measures that had been gradu-
ally rolled out for weeks, and
Sánchez said he hadwaited to

start the official mourning pe-
rioduntilthewholecountryhad
enteredthefirstphaseofreturn-
ing topublic life.
The extended lockdownhas

exacerbated political tensions
over thegovernment’shandling
oftheepidemic.Themilitarypo-
liceopenedaninvestigationinto
thegovernment’sdecisiontoal-
low some 120,000 people to
gather in Madrid for
InternationalWomen’s Day on
March8.
On Monday, Fernando

Grande-Marlaska,Spain’sinterior
minister,firedtheheadofthemil-
itarypolice inMadrid for not in-
forming the government about
the investigation. To protest the
government’s decision, another
seniorpolice official resignedon
Tuesday.SpeakinginCongresson
Wednesday, the leader of the
mainoppositionparty called for
Mr.Grande-Marlaskatoresignfor
mistreatingSpain’spolice.

People livingatGuarulhos InternationalAirportnearSaoPaulo,Brazil,duetorestrictionsqueueupfor food. Reuters

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
SEOUL,MAY27

SOUTHKOREA has reported 40
new coronavirus cases for its
biggest daily jump in nearly 50
days,causingalarminacountry
wheremillions of children are
returning toschool.
Figures from the Korea

Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention on Wednesday
broughtnationaltotalsto11,265
casesand269deaths.
All but four of the newcases

camefromthedenselypopulated
Seoulmetropolitan area,where
officialshavebeenscramblingto
stem transmissions linked to
nightclubs,karaokeroomsandan
e-commercewarehouse.
Threecaseswerelinkedtoin-

ternational arrivals.
South Korea's top infectious

disease expert says the country
mayneedtoreimposesocialdis-
tancing restrictions it eased in
April, with coronavirus trans-
missionscreepingupinthepop-
ulated Seoulmetropolitan area

andelsewhere in recentweeks.
JeongEun-kyeong,directorof

SouthKorea'sCentersforDisease
ControlandPrevention,saiddur-
ing a virus briefing on
Wednesday it's becoming in-
creasingly difficult for health
workers to track the spread of
COVID-19,which has coincided
with increased public activity
amidwarmerweatherandeased
attitudesonsocialdistancing.
A steady rise in cases in the

greater capital areaover thepast
fewweekshas raisedconcernas
officialsproceedwithaphasedre-
openingof schools,whichbegan
withhighschoolseniorslastweek.

MATTHIASBLAMONT
PARIS,MAY27

FRANCE, ITALY and Belgium
actedtohalttheuseofhydroxy-
chloroquinetotreatpatientssuf-
feringfromCOVID-19,theillness
causedby thenewcoronavirus,
amidquestionsaboutthesafety
of thegenericanti-malariadrug.
France onWednesday can-

celled a decree allowing hospi-
taldoctorstodispensethemed-
icine,whiletheItalianMedicine
Agency(AIFA)suspendedautho-
risation to use hydroxychloro-
quineforCOVID-19outsideclin-
ical trials.
Belgium’smedicine agency

warnedagainstusingthedrugto
treat the virus anymore except
withinongoingclinicalregistered
trials. Itsaidtrialsaimingtoeval-
uate the drug should also take
potentialrisksintoconsideration.
Thesuddenchangeshighlight

thechallengeforgovernmentsas
they scramble to find ways to
treatpatientsandcontrolavirus
that has spread rapidly around

the world over the past three
months, killing more than
350,000andinfectingmillions.
It also illustrates at least a

temporary about-face for regu-
latorsonadrugthatattheoutset
of the pandemic had been seen
asapromisingtreatmentoption.
The moves by three of the

countries hardest hit by coron-
avirusinfectionsanddeathsfol-
lowaWorldHealthOrganisation
decision onMonday to pause a
largetrialofhydroxychloroquine
due tosafetyconcerns.
France’s cancellation, which

effectively bans the drug for
COVID-19,wasconfirmedbythe
healthministry.
Italian health authorities

concludedthattherisks,coupled
with little evidence hydroxy-
chloroquine was beneficial
againstCOVID-19,meritedaban
outsideof clinical trials.
“Newclinicalevidenceonthe

use of hydroxychloroquine in
subjectswithSARS-CoV-2 infec-
tion...indicates an increased risk
foradversereactionswithlittleor
nobenefit,”AIFAsaid.REUTERS

Ascufflebetweenprotestersandpolice inHongKong.Reuters

Larry Kramer, author
and outspoken AIDS
activist, dies at 84

LarryKramer

Trump threatens
social media
shutdown after
fact-check label
on his tweets

Japan, EU push billions in coronavirus
stimulus packages for recovery efforts

Atasubwaystation inTokyo, Japan,onWednesday. Reuters

Spain begins 10 days of national mourning

Peopleobserveaminuteof silence inMadrid,Wednesday.AP

France, Italy, Belgium
decide to stop usage
of HCQ for Covid-19

After biggest jump
in 50 days, S Korea
may reimpose curbs

Ataschool inSeoul.Reuters

TO SPACE, ONCE MORE
ASpaceXrocketreadytoboosttwoNASAastronautsintoorbit, thefirst launchofAmericans
fromtheUSinnearlyadecade.Liftoff issettohappenThursdayfromthesamespotatKennedy
SpaceCenterwheremenflewtothemoonandthelastshuttleblastedoff in2011. Credit:NASA

Over300heldamidprotestsagainstsecurity,anthemlaws

As thousandsprotest,
USsaysHongKongno
longer hasautonomy

IFTHEUSdecidestoendits
special trade ties with
HongKong—includingby
imposing the same tariffs
that it does onmainland
China—itwouldbeama-
jor blow, as the islandhas
beenaglobaltradehubfor
years now. Experts also
said itwouldhave signifi-
cant impact on China, as
thecountryreliesonHong
Kong’sstatusasahubtoin-
teractwithothernations.

Impactontrade
wouldbeablow

New Delhi
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ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, MAY 27

LEDBYbankstocks,marketson
Wednesday staged a staged a
strong rally on institutional
buyingandpositiveglobal cues
despite the risingCOVID infec-
tions and the slowdown in the
economy. The benchmark
Sensex rose996points, or 3.25
per cent, to 31,605.22 and the
NSE Nifty Index jumped 286
points to 9,314.95.
The benchmark indices

stagedanintra-dayrally insync
withglobal cuesamidexpecta-
tions that EuropeanUnionwill
announce a stimulus package
ahead of the derivative con-
tracts expiry. “In spite of rising
number of infections, markets
expectslowreturntonormalcy,
when lockdown 4.0 ends this
week.All sectoral indiceswere
in the green and institutional
buying in banking stocks
helped the bank index gain by
over7percent. Thevolatility is
expected to continue, aheadof
Thursday’s F&O expiry,” said

VinodNair,HeadofResearchat
Geojit Financial Services.
ICICI Bank rose 8.97 per

cent, KotakMahindra 5.58 per
cent and SBI gained 4.76 per
cent. IT stocks led by TCS and
Infosys also gained ground.
AxisBanksoared13.46percent
to Rs 387.35 on the BSE on re-
ports that private equity (PE)
firmCarlylewas lookingtopick
around 8 per cent stake in the
lender.

The rupee depreciated 5
paise to settle at 75.71 against
theUS dollar asmarket partic-
ipants were concerned about
rising tensionsbetweentheUS
and China amid coronavirus
pandemic.
Analystssaidthemarkets ig-

noredadvisoriesbyratingfirms
and investment banks about
thecontraction intheeconomy
in India and othermajor coun-
tries in the ongoing quarter.

MajorAsianstockmarketswere
mixed on Wednesday as US-
Chinese tension over Hong
Kongcompetedwithoptimism
aboutrecovery fromthecoron-
avirus pandemic. Benchmarks
in Shanghai andHongKong re-
treated after theWhite House
said a proposed national secu-
rity law might jeopardize the
Chinese territory’s status as a
global financial centre.
European stocks rose on
Wednesday, underpinned by
expectationsthat theEuropean
Unionwill announceamassive
stimulusprogrammeforthere-
gion’s recovery efforts, though
investors were keeping an eye
on simmering China-U.S. ten-
sions, saidDeepak Jasani,Head
RetailResearch,HDFCSecurities
According to Ruchit Jain,

Senior Analyst, Angel Broking,
underperforming banking and
the NBFC space witnessed
sharp moves and were seen
taking the leadership to push
the benchmark higher.
With the broader markets

participating, there should be a
continuation of the upmove in

the near term towards 9,470-
9,500. “On the flipside, 9,200-
9,150willnowbeseenastheim-
mediate support zone. We
continue with our advise for
traders to tradewith a positive
biasandlookforstockspecificop-
portunitieswithgoodvolumesas
such pockets have potential to
givedecentreturns,”hesaid.
On the rupee’s movement,

Sugandha Sachdeva, VP-
Currency Research, Religare
Broking, said, “A shift in senti-
ments is quite visible in the
marketswhich is likely tobode
well for the Indian rupee in
near term.Riskappetitehas re-
turned to the markets and
there is lotof optimismasbusi-
nesses reopen across major
economies. Nevertheless,
keeping gains in check are the
brewing tensions between the
US and China, rise in oil prices
and the greenback.
“Goingahead, rupee is likely

to find strong cushion at 76.60
mark, while it would be diffi-
cult for the domestic currency
to nudge past the level of
74.80.”

CHIEF ECONOMIC Adviser
KRISHNAMURTHY SUBRA-
MANIAN said it is difficult to
make a reliable estimate on
growthgiven thekindof uncer-
tainty resulting from effects of
COVID-19pandemic.Inaninter-
viewwithSUNNYVERMAofThe
IndianExpress,hesaidconsump-
tion of discretionary items like
cars and houses will get im-
pacted due to the uncertainty.
Editedexcerpts:

What isyourviewon
economicgrowth?Many
economistsareprojecting
significantcontractionfor
India.
First thing to keep inmind is

thatthereissignificantuncertainty
about growth and it’s useful to
keepinmindthatinthemonthof
January,notasingleeconomistsor
analystswouldhavebeenable to
predictthatglobaleconomyisgo-
ingtogointoarecession,sothatil-
lustratestheuncertaintythatpre-
vails ingeneral aboutprediction.
Andespecially about predicting
amid the COVID pandemic be-
cause unlike an economic phe-
nomenonwhereonecansaythat
withsomedegreeofcertaintythat
phenomenon may end at this
point in time, (but) this isprima-
rily a pandemic and so all re-
sponses, like the lockdown is af-
fectingeconomy.Souncertaintyis
reallyaboutwhenwillwehavea
vaccine andwhether this canbe
administeredtoalargenumberof
peopleacrosscountries.
Givenallthis, it’sveryhardfor

anybody tomakea reliable esti-
mate.AlsoIwillmentionthatbe-
havioural economics talks about
this(bias),whenweareinnormal
timeswecontinuetothinkwewill
be innormal times,wedon’tput
inenoughprobability for ablack
swanevent.Andwhenweare in
black swan event,we continue
thinkingweare going to be in a
black swanevent,wedonotput
enoughprobabilityongoingback
to normal times. Here Iwant to
point out about the Spanish flu
episode, whichwas a farmore
devastatingpandemic, (but)we
stillhadaV-shapedrecovery.

Sointhiskindofevent, it’s
notuseful todebateon
whetherwewillhaveaU-
shaped,V-shapedrecovery
becauseultimatelywedon’t
know?
Again you can only use past

phenomenonasIwasreferringto
theSpanishflupandemicthatwas
farmoredevastatingonewithal-
most10percentoftheglobalpop-
ulation being impacted. In con-
trast,evennow,lessthan1percent
ofthepopulationisimpacted.The
mortality rateof Spanish fluwas
about10percent, incontrast just
about3.5percentintheCOVID.So
mortality rate is just about one
thirdofwhatitwasintheSpanish
fluandthepercentageof infected
population is aboutoneby thirty
third(now),andyetintheSpanish
flutheeconomicrecoverywasV-
shapedone.

Muchof theAtmanirbhar
Bharatpackagerelieson
aggressive lendingbythe
banksandfinancial sector.
Will itnotexposethemto
highernon-performing
assets?
No.Keepingthatinmind,lotof

the lendinghasbeenguaranteed
bythegovernment.TaketheRs3
lakhcroreloanstoMSMEs,itis100
per cent guaranteedby thegov-
ernment. It’seffectively likearisk
free loan,bankscanwrite it likea
risk-free product compared to
themearning3.5percentbyput-
tingthefundsinreverserepowith
theRBI,whichisalsoariskfreein-
vestment.Here it’s likearisk-free
investmentwheretheycanearna
higherinterestrate.Itmakessense
for banks therefore tobe able to
utilise this. If I remember right
aboutRs8.5 lakhcrorewasactu-
allyparkedwiththeRBI’sreverse
repo operations, which earns
abouta3.5percent.Bygiving100
per cent guarantee, the loanhas
beenmadecompletelyriskfree.

India’sgrowthstoryhasbeen

consumption-led,whichhas
beenhitnow.Doesthe
governmentneedtodomore
boostconsumption?
See it’s important to under-

stand thenuanced relationship,
there are interdependencies be-
tweensupplyanddemand,espe-
cially if you lookat in the caseof
Covid,it’sbasicallyMSMEswhich
account for a largeproportionof
employment. If you look at less
than100employees(companies)
andtakethatasthethreshold,al-
most85percentfirmsareMSMEs,
and theyaccount for a largepro-
portionofemployment.Nowsup-
pose if these firms are not sup-
ported, and there has been a
decline in demandandbecause
theyhavetotakecareoftheirfixed
costwhich they can’t change, so
theywillhavetocutdownontheir
variablecostandsotheremaybe
animpactonemployment.
When there is an impact on

employment, actually consump-
tionofevenessentialitemscanget
affected.Sobyprovidingextensive
supporttotheMSMEsthroughthe
various measures under the
Atmanirbhar Bharat scheme,
thereforeensuringthattheimpact
onunemployment isminimised,
theimpactondemandisthereby
reducedtoalargerextent.
It’simportanttokeepinmind

theseinterdependencies,bytak-
ing care of the supply on the
MSME side, demand also, espe-
cially that of essentials items, is
alsoprotected.Otherpointtore-
member is thatwhenyou think
ofdemanditself,acrosstheworld
spendingondiscretionary items
have decreased. Iwas reading a
very interesting article on
Walmart,(whichsays)peopleare
buying tops but people are not
buying bottoms, and because
when they are working from
home, on a teleconference, all
thatmattersisthetopandnotthe
bottom,Walmart has found this
evidence.What this suggests is
thatpeoplearespendingonlyon
whatisnecessaryandnotonany
discretionary item. This is be-
cause there is uncertainty and
that uncertainty stems from the
pandemic and till the time the
uncertainty remains, consump-
tion, especiallywhich requires a
lumpy investment like a car or a
house etc, peoplewill not be in-
clined to make lumpy invest-
ments.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

INDEXCLOSESAT31,605;RUPEEFALLS5PAISETOSETTLEAT75.71

Shift in sentiment
in themarkets
about rupee

THEMARKETS ignoredadvisoriesbyrating firmsand
investmentbanksabout thecontraction in theeconomyin
Indiaandothermajorcountries in theongoingquarter.
MajorAsianstockmarketsweremixedonWednesdayas
US-Chinese tensionoverHongKongcompetedwith
optimismaboutrecovery fromthecoronaviruspandemic.
Ashift insentiment isquitevisible in themarkets,which is
likely tobodewell for therupee innear term.

AheadofF&Oexpiry,Sensex jumps996pts
onpositiveglobalcues,EUstimuluspackage

INTERVIEWWITHCHIEFECONOMICADVISER

‘Significant uncertainty
about growth ... after Spanish
flu, recovery was V-shaped’

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,MAY27

EVENASmost states have strict
quarantineandtestingnorms for
passengers arrivingbydomestic
flights,somelikeDelhi,Goa,etchad
comparativelyeasierstandardop-
eratingprocedures(SOPs).Butnow
withsomepassengerstestingpos-
itiveforcoronavirusuponarrival,a
further clampdownof stanceby
thestatesonfreemovementofair
passengerscouldbeonthecards.
Goahasalreadymovedtocompul-
sorily test all arrivingpassengers,
unlesstheywereabletoproducea
negativetest-certificate.

Asof earlyThursday,asmany
asfourpassengers,at least twoof

whichwere asymptomatic, had
tested positive upon arrival. All

fourof thesetravelledonthefirst
dayofresumptionofflightopera-
tions. Tuesday, India’s largest air-
lineIndiGoreporteda24-yearold
personon itsMonday flight from
ChennaitoCoimbatoretestedpos-
itive.Anotherpassenger,a50-year
old,onboardanAllianceAirflight
fromDelhi to Ludhianawasalso
found positive on Tuesday. On
Wednesday,twopassengerswho
flew to Guwahati from
Ahmedabad on SpiceJet flights
alsoreportedpositiveforthevirus
uponarrival.
InSpiceJet’scase,red-flagsare

also being raised at the fact that
sinceoneof thepassengerswas
flying from Ahmedabad to

GuwahativiaDelhi,thepassenger
shouldhavebeen testedatDelhi
itself butwasn’t since there isno
mandatorytestingforthosearriv-
ingattheDelhiairport.
Since it opened its airport to

domesticpassengers,theGoagov-
ernmenthaschangeditsstandard
operating procedures twice.
Earlier it hadgiven threeoptions
—eithergetaCOVIDnegativetest
certificateissuedwithin48hours
priortothedateofarrivalbyalab
authorised by ICMR or get test
doneattheairportforRs2000and
wait for results, or choosehome
quarantine.With thenumberof
cases showing an increase, the
Government has now removed

the option of homequarantine
witheveryonehavingtoundergo
compulsory testing if theydidn’t
haveaCOVID-19negativetestcer-
tificate. Goa so far has 68 active
casesofwhich31areactive.
EvenastheCentreannounced

the restarting of domestic flight
operationswithatwo-daynotice,
itfailedtoextensivelyconsultwith
thestates.Hoursbeforetherecom-
mencement of domestic flights,
airlineswere informedof thede-
mandsofcertainstatestooperate
curtailedschedulesthatledtocan-
cellationof flightsonthefirstday
itself.
Anairlineexecutivefora low-

cost carrier said: “Wereallywish

therewasmore communication
betweenthestatesandtheCentre.
As the situation continues to
evolve, there is a chance states
might look at further tightening
thenooseonairtravel.Itisnotfully
viabletobeginwithbuttheuncer-
taintyofthisentireprogrammeis
whatevenmoretroublesome”.
Eventhoughononehand,the

decisiontoimposequarantinesare
being lookedat by state govern-
ments as essentialmeasures to
contain theCOVID-19outbreak,
the aviation industry, globally,
deems it tobeaffectingair travel.
Speaking to reporters, the
International Air Transport
Association (IATA) Director

General and CEOAlexandre de
Juniac said: “Iwould also like to
highlightagrowingconcernonthe
quarantinemeasures that some
governmentsareputtinginplace.
Onedevelopment isof particular
concern.That is thepoliticization
ofquarantinemeasures”.
“InresponsetotheUKgovern-

ment’s announced14-dayquar-
antinemeasures for all arrivals,
France announced that itwould
do the same forarrivals fromthe
UK.Measuresmustbeguidedby
science,notpolitics.Andtit-for-tat
quarantinemeasuresare, frankly,
unacceptable,”deJuniacsaid.
(WithinputsfromSmitaNairin

Panaji)

‘Google faces antitrust case
in India over payments app’
REUTERS
NEWDELHI,MAY27

INDIA’SANTITRUSTbodyislook-
ingintoallegationsthatAlphabet
Inc’sGoogleisabusingitsmarket
position to unfairly promote its
mobile payments app in the
country,fivesourcesfamiliarwith
thecasetoldReuters.
The complaint was filed in

February and the Competition
Commission of India (CCI) has
kept the identity of the com-
plainant confidential, the first
sourcewithdirectknowledgeof
thecasesaid.
Thecomplaintalleges theUS

tech giant more prominently
showcasesitsGooglePayappin-
sideitsAndroidappstoreinIndia,
givingitanunfairadvantageover
appsofcompetitorswhichhurts
consumers, thesourceadded.
Google did not respond to a

requestforcomment.Twoofthe
sources said the watchdog in-
formedGoogleaboutthecasebe-
ing filed a fewdays ago and the
company will respond in due
course.
Asourcesaidthecasefilingis

currentlybeingreviewedbysen-
ior CCI members. Typically in
suchcases,Googlewillappearbe-
fore the watchdog which will
thendecideonthewayforward.
The CCI can direct its inves-

tigationsunittoconductawider
probe into the allegations, or
dismiss the case if it finds no
merit in it.
“Itisataconsiderationstage,”

the source said. The CCI did not
respond to a request for com-
ment. This is Google’s thirdma-
jorantitrustchallengeinIndia.In
2018, the CCI fined Google $21
million for “search bias”, but a
company appeal against that is
pending.

‘Economic situationworsened
after easing lockdown rules’
Economic situationworsenedevenafter easing lockdown
guidelines, as per a consumer surveybySmart Power
India, a subsidiaryofRockefeller Foundation, comparing
conditionsbetween the first and fourthphaseof
lockdown to counter the coronaviruspandemic

Availability of essential items has improved significantly in
comparison to Lockdown 1.0. Only 8% respondents stated
poor availability of essentials items at village level
compared to 15% earlier

CompiledbyENSEconomic
Bureau

Source: SmartPower
India survey

87%of the respondents
stated approximately 1/5th
population in their villages
are severely impacted and
may not be getting
enough food

3% respondents stated the
severity of economic plunge
impactedmore than50%of
the village population

75% respondents reported
poor cash flowdue to
economic slowdown, only 3%
respondents stated having
satisfactory cash flowdue to

remittances

73% respondents observed a
significant decrease in
adoption of social hygiene
practices since Lockdown 1.0

18% respondents stated that
more than50%population in
their villages are not obeying
COVID-19-related social
hygiene

29%of total shopswere
reported to have opened in
Lockdown4.0 compared to
11% in Lockdown 1.0

53% respondents reported
that theymay need to borrow
money

70% respondents stated
deterioration in grid electricity
supply in mini grid villages of
UPandBihar since Lockdown
1.0. UPgrid supply has
improved from12hours/day to
15hours/day,while inBihar
grid supply reduced from20
hours/day to 15.5 hours/day

Ola Electric buys
Dutch scooter
company Etergo

REUTERS
NEWDELHI,MAY27

A UNIT of SoftBank Group-
backedIndianride-hailingcom-
pany Ola will buy Amsterdam-
basedelectricscootercompany
Etergo as part of its plan to lo-
cally build electric vehicles
(EVs), the company said on
Wednesday.
Ola Electric did not disclose

the amount itwas paying to ac-
quireEtergo,whichwas last val-
ued at around 84million euros
($92 million), according
toasourcefamiliarwiththedeal.
Etergo’s scooters use swap-

pable,highenergydensitybatter-
iesthatgiveitarangeofupto240
Electric said itwill beginEVpro-
ductionworkthisyearandplans
to launch its first electric scooter
in2021.

Leo Puri to
replace Kalpana
Morparia as JP
Morgan chief for
South, SE Asia

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MAY27

JPMORGANhas appointed Leo
PurichairmanofJPMorganSouth
and Southeast Asia. Puriwill re-
placeKalpanaMorparia andwill
take charge in the first quarterof
calendar2021.
Puriwas earlier chief execu-

tive of UTI AssetManagement
CompanyandManagingDirector
ofWarburg Pincus India.Hehas
alsoworkedasseniorpartnerand
co-headofAsiaFinancialServices
atMcKinsey&Company. Murali
Maiyawill becomethenewCEO
for South and SouthEast Asia in
Q1ofCY2021.
Hewill report to FilippoGori,

CEO,AsiaPacific.

SBI simplifies
EMI moratorium
process, starts
notifying eligible
borrowers

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MAY27

STATE BANK of India has de-
cided to simplify theprocess of
extending the moratorium to
eligible borrowers without
waiting for their request.
“In line with recent RBI an-

nouncement on extension of
the moratorium on term loan
EMIs by another threemonths,
SBI has decided to extend the
moratorium by another 3
months in loan accounts of all
eligible customers without
waiting for their request,” the
bank said.
Besides, the bank has also

proactivelyreachedout toallof
its eligible loan customers to
obtain their consent to stop
theirstandinginstructions(SIs)
or NACHmandate for the EMIs
falling due in June, July and
August 2020.

As flyers test positive upon arrival, states look to tighten SOPs

Chief EconomicAdviser
Krishnamurthy
Subramanian. File

HARISHDAMODARAN
NEWDELHI,MAY27

INDIA SHOULD implement a
more “ambitious” biofuel pro-
gramme thatwill help its sugar
mills to increase production of
ethanol and “balance theworld
sugar market”, according to
Eduardo Leão de Sousa, execu-
tive director of Brazilian
Sugarcane IndustryAssociation
orUNICA.
Theaverageethanolblending

in gasoline (petrol) sold in India
is now only around 6 per cent
andexpectedtoreach10percent
by 2022. “That would reduce
your sugar productionby4mil-
liontonnes(mt),whichisalsothe
surplus in the globalmarket to-
day.Lastyear,byproducingmore
ethanol, we took away 10mt of
sugarfromtheworldmarket,but

for which it would have col-
lapsed,” Sousa said in an inter-
viewtoThe IndianExpress.
Brazil’s mills in 2019-20 –

the season there is from end-
April till November, as against
mid-October toMay for India –
crushed642.7mtof sugarcane.
Only 35 per cent of the cane
juice from crushingwas boiled
andcrystallisedtoproduce29.6
mt of sugar. The balance 65per
cent was fermented and dis-
tilled into ethanol, whose pro-

duction amounted to 35.6 bil-
lion litres. Indianmills, by con-
trast, crushed301.18mtof cane
to make 33.16mt of sugar and
just1.886billionlitresofethanol
in2018-19.Forthecurrent2019-
20 season, sugar and ethanol
suppliesareestimatedatnearly
27mt and 1.9 billion litres, re-
spectively. InBrazil, the average
ethanol blending in petrol is
about48percent.
“All the 40,000-odd fuel sta-

tionsinBrazilselleithergasoline
with 27 per cent ethanol blend
(E27) or pure ethanol (E100).
Mostofourcarsare flex-fuelve-
hicles running both on E27 and
E100 (the tax on the gasoline
component makes the latter
cheaperattimes).Evenindiesel,
we have 12 per cent ethanol
blending,”explainedSousa.

Full reporton
www.indianexpress.com

BRIEFLY
Troyjo isprezof
BRICSbank
Beijing: TheNewDevelop-
ment Bank of the BRICS
countriesonWednesdayap-
pointed Marcos Prado
Troyjo,whoservedasBrazil’s
EconomyMinister, as the
newpresident. The Board
namedAnil Kishora, of SBI,
vicepresidentoftheNDB.

NTPCtoforay
intodistribution
NewDelhi:NTPChasdecided
to foray inelectricitydistri-
butionbusinessbyevincing
interest tobuy51per stake
in Anil Dhirubhai Ambani
Group’s(ADAG)twoutilities
inDelhi.PTI

Boeingcuts
12,000jobs
NewYork:Boeing is cutting
more than 12,000 jobs
throughlayoffsandbuyouts
asthecoronaviruspandemic
seizestheindustry,andmore
cutsarecoming.AP

REC,TajSATS
tieupformeals
NewDelhi:RECLtd,through
itsCSRarmRECFoundation,
haspartneredTajSATS,ajoint
ventureofIHCLandSATSLtd,
inamissiontodistributespe-
cially-mademealpacketsto
medical staff inkeygovern-
ment hospitals as well as
poordailywagelabourers.

Sathenamed
NHAIadvisor
Mumbai:Nilesh Sathe, for-
merMember of insurance
regulator IRDAI, has taken
chargeasFinanceAdvisorof
the National Highways
AuthorityofIndia(NHAI).He
willhaveatwo-yeartermat
NHAI. Sathewill helpNHAI
to garner fundswith long-
termtenuresforroaddevel-
opmentinthecountry. ENS

Passengers fromMumbaiarriveat JayPrakashNarayan
InternationalAirport inPatnaonWednesday.PTI

Theaverageethanol
blendingingasoline
(petrol) sold isnow
onlyaround6percent
andexpectedtoreach
10percentby2022

Brazil puts onus on India to
‘balance’ world sugar market

New Delhi
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SANDIPG
NEWDELHI,MAY27

LATELASTApril,MagnusCarlsen,acalmman
ofmeasuredwords, seemedunusually ani-
mated.“Truthbetold,Iwantedtocrushhim,”
he admitted, after a routine victory in the
eponymous Carlsen Invitational. Soon the
worldchampion’svengeanceturnedintoap-
preciationofhisvanquishedopponent:“He’s
very,veryslippery.Neverunderestimatehim.
Heisdevilishlytricky.”
That slippery, devilishly tricky, can’t-un-

derestimate-opponent Carlsenwas alluding
towasAlirezaFirouzja(surnamepronounced
asFiroz-jo),ascruffy16-year-oldfromIranwith
deepeyesandfaintmoustache,whohadtwice
puncturedCarlsen’sauraof invulnerability in
thespaceofafortnight.
Firstinamarathon204-gameone-minute

bulletmatch in early April and then in an
equally engrossing blitz game in the Banter
Cupaweeklater.Theseconddefeatshookthe
inscrutableNorwegian.He crackedandcon-
fided: “It’s really vexing. I’m just constantly
doubtingmyselfandit’sallatotalmess.”
Thoughthisyearhasseenfissuresemerge

in Carlsen’s game, themulti-formatworld
championself-admonishinghimself for“silly
mistakes” ever so often, the defeats to the
teenagedadversarywasasmucharesultofhis
erraticgameasanindicationofFirouzja’sbris-
tlingprowess.
A grandmaster at the age of 14, the sec-

ond-youngest player to reach the 2700 Fide
rating, the highest-ranked teenager in the
world, he won the Prague Masters in
February, joining a list of select fewplayers
includingGarryKasparov,BobbyFischerand
Carlsentohavetriumphedatthatprestigious
tournament while still a teenager. In the
OnlineFideNationsCuprecently,hescalped
theestablishedlikesofSergeyKarjakin(with
black)andLevonAronian.
NowonderthenthatFirouzjahasthechess

fraternity inhis thrall.Recently,Grandmaster
IvanSokolovlikenedhisrapid-gameprowess
toayoungViswanathanAnandforhisspeedof
thought and predicted that he can become
worldchampiononeday.Thelatter,whohad
defeatedhimwithaslickendgameattheTata
SteelMasters,reckonshe’soneofthebrightest

talents on the circuit. “He leftme really im-
pressed and is very sharp. Himbeating big
namesshouldnolongerbeasurprise,andhe
wouldgetonlybetterwithmoreexperience,”
theIndiansaid.

Bright future
America’s speed specialist Hikaru

NakamuraconsiderstheIranianasoneof the
top threeone-minutebullet chess players in
theworld,alongsidehimselfandCarlsen.Some
others comparedhis style to the lateMikhail
Tal, the legendary Soviet-Latvian grandmas-
ter.SuchisFirouzja’svalueandreputationthat
athree-waytussleforacquiringhiscitizenship
isalsosimmeringinthebackground.
FirouzjaisasIranian,infeaturesandtastes,

ashecouldbe.His speaksFarsiwitha typical
Northern Iran accent. In interviews to chess
websites, he frequently bringsup references

of the rumblingCaspianSea that lashesonto
his hometown, Babol, and thebeautiful rain
andoranges back there.His favourite dishes
aretahchinandkhoresh-ebeh.
Yet, his tieswith the local federation are

frayed,as ithasbannedIranianplayers from
squaringoffwithIsraelis.SinceIran’sIslamic
Revolutionin1979,thecountryhasrefusedto
recognise Israel.
However, refusing to play an opponent

on political groundsmeans expulsion from
thetournament,andsinceIsraelhasafairbit
of chess contingentattendingevery tourna-
ment, suchadiktatcouldhamperhiscareer.
FirouzjaandhisfatherhavealreadyleftIran

andarecurrentlylivinginParis.Themove,ini-
tially,was to furnishhimmoreexposureand
easyaccess tootherEuropeanchessdestina-
tions, besides competing in the competitive
Frenchleague.Recently,headmittedtoaweb-

site that he could turn out for France: “Iwill
probablyplay for France fromnowon, given
that is where I live.” The French Chess
Federation,meanwhile, is eagerly awaiting a
firm‘yes’ fromFirouzja.

Offers galore
Not just France,hecouldalsoendupatSt

LouisintheUS,receivingspecialcoachingfrom
Kasparov and fuelling US billionaire Rex
Sinquefield’s dream of another American
worldchampionafterFischer.Theretiredfin-
ancierandpolitician,thebiggestbenefactorof
American chess, hadpaid for the transfer of
Fabiano Caruana from Italy andWesley So
fromthePhilippinesinthepast.CouldFirouzja
bethenext?
BackinBabol,though,hischildhoodcoach

MohsenSharbaf,hopesthefederationwould
solve the impasse andFirouzjawould repre-

sentthecountryofhisbirth.“Wecan’tletsuch
atalentedplayer,easilythebestwehavepro-
duced, slip through our hands. It will be a
shameforus,”hesays.
Hefirstsawhiswardwhenhewas9,dur-

inganinter-clubchesscompetition,butitwas
whilewatching a footballmatch that he re-
alisedhisgeniusforthefirsttime.
“Barcelonawasplayingsomeother team,

andhewas like correctly predicting thepas-
sageof thegame, like thispersonwouldpass
theball to that person, andhewoulddo this
and that, and so on. Iwas really amazedbe-
causeguessingthemoves in football is tough
evenforelders.Hismindwassuper-comput-
ing, and I realised he has great potential,”
Sharbaf recollects.

Going the extra yard
Thepotential, obviously,was chiselledby

hours in front of the chessboardand laptops.
“Evenwhenhewas10-11,heusedtotuneinto
allthebiggamesaroundtheworld.
Heused to comeupwith interesting ob-

servations, and then therewas a game be-
tweentwograndmasterswhereinhepointed
outwhere oneof themhadmade amistake
and offered a solution inminutes. Hewas a
chessmaniac. Before local tournaments, he
used to practise 3-4dayswithout toomuch
sleep.Hemightlookverysleepy,butstillmade
therightmoves,”saysthecoach.
Firouzjaonceinnocentlyadmittedthathe

sometimes spends awhole day practising.
“Since the only thing I think about is chess,
maybe it’s thewholeday,maybedays,until I
getthatperfectmove.”
Thepresident of theChartres clubwhere

he trains in Paris, FrançoisGilles, concurred.
“He’s anexceptional talent, very strong tacti-
cally andmentally.Works his bumoff, and I
havelittledoubtthatheisaworldchampionin
themaking.”
AgreesSharbaf,thoughheadmitshisward

isfarfromafinishedproduct.Whileheexcels
in faster games, the results decidedmore by
instinct and reaction thanpatience andper-
severance, he needs to tighten his classical
game, he reckons. “Thenhe could challenge
Carlsen,”hesays.
Like he already has in the shorter ver-

sions, where he has got under the world
champion’s skin.

Prince of Persia
FirouzjaisoneoftherareplayerstounnerveCarlsen,andhisimmensepotentialhaspromptedFrance&UStopursuetheIranianchamp

CROSSWORD4129

ACROSS
1 Hecancryoutof court

(8)
5 Woeismegivingbackpartof

mysalary (4)
9 Changinga flat couldbe

ruinous (5)
10 Mother repeatedlypasses

roundthehat foranAsian
teacher (7)

11 Goesaheadandplays thestar
part (5,3,4)

13 Regardsas fun for the
children(6)

14 Hitonanadvertisingcatch
phrase (6)

17 Transport forasmall charge
(12)

20 Profit inawaywhenin
opposition(7)

21 Callupthedaybeforeabout
sanction(5)

22 Soundsenseofposition
(4)

23 Actsaschairmanbutshows
partiality inadvance?(8)

DOWN
1 Aslapbythehand

(4)
2 Cuta teabreakandget things

moving(7)
3 Rememberedandrangfora

baby-sitter?
(6,2,4)

4 Distantmeteordestroyed
(6)

6 Turnerappears in theScala
Theatre (5)

7 Nosedentarystatus
(8)

8 Supporterswhoarouse
enthusiasm(12)

12 Allownoopenings for
substitutes (8)

15 Aline ingoldshowingage
(4,3)

16 Fatgoat? (6)
18 Showsomeresponse

concerningpartof theplay
(5)

19 Raise thepace for favourites
(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Youmaypress
aheadwith all
professional plans
with total

commitment anddedication.
Themore businesslike you are
now, themore timeyou’ll have
to put your feet up later
on. It really is a case ofmaking
the best of the present by
making sensible plans for
the future.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Travel schemesare
indangerof going
wrong,butapplya
little forethought

nowandyoucouldsave
yourself abigdisappointment.
Venus’encouragingposition
indicates theneedforasplash
of colourathome,andperhaps
apartyor familygathering ison
thecards.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Businesslike types
will thrive under
today’s strident
Sun-Moonangle.

However, I hope you
appreciate a challenge,
because there is almost no
indication that lifewill be easy
and straightforward. The
trouble is that nobody is
saying exactlywhat they
mean, least of all you.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Whetheryouor
someoneelseshould
takethe lead isa
mootpoint.Perhaps

youeachhaveyourownareaof
expertise, andthecorrect
solutioncouldbeasensible
divisionof labour.Play itbyear,
andwaituntil all the factshave
fallen intoplace.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Youmayknowby
now that allwas not
what it seemed.
There is no reason

whyyou should become
disillusionedor cynical, but
youought toweighup the
options very carefully and
attempt to come to a realistic
solution. It’s difficult, I know,
but youneed to take other
people’s feelings into account
aswell.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Children, or any
younger person in
your care, could be
increasingly

demanding. Youwon’t get
anywhere by trying to keep
the lid on as there is a
great deal of surplus energy,
someof it emotional, to be
released. Offer constructive
support instead.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
If youexperiencea
senseofdejavu,all
well andgood.The
planetsare indeed

leadingyoubacktoasituation
youthoughthadbeendealt
with,perhapseighteenmonths
ago.At least this timearound,
youwon’t repeat thesame
mistakes, andthathas tobea
goodthing.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Thebest thing you
candonow is
engage in serious
discussions.

Practical arrangements need
to bemade, and they’re not
going to happenby
themselves. Don’t be afraid to
ask stupid questions— they’re
not as silly as you think. And
the answersmight be
pleasantly surprising.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov
24-Dec22)
If your own finances
are in amess itmay

bebecause you’re too
idealistic byhalf. Youwould do
verywell to listen to other
peoplewho, guidedby those
sagacious planets, the Sun and
Mercury, can offer you some
extremely sound advice.
Mindyou, youdon’t have to
take it.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
TheMoonisonyour
side, sonobodyand
nothingmust
preventyoufrom

clinchingadealwhile thetide is
runningsostrongly inyour
favour.Butkeepspace for future
changesandadaptations.The
goldenrule is thatpartners
mustbekept fully informedand
uptodate.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Something is
happeningbehind
thesceneswhich
maybe frankly

disturbing. If I toldyouto
separate fact fromfantasy it
mightnotdomuchgoodata
timewhenyour imagination is
sostrong.Perhapsyoushould
makeapointof relyingonthe
facts, just forachange.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Your stars again
speak about a social
commitment,
perhaps some

organisational duty. Youmay
feel hard-pressed, but nobody
willmind if you feel youhave
to reduce the burdenwhich
falls on your shoulders.
Younever know- some
helpful soulsmight offer
their assistance.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
____pays,butitdoesn’tseemtopayenoughtosuitsomepeople-KinHubbard(7)

SOLUTION:COVER,TASTY,BEYOND,HURLER
Answer:Honestypays,butitdoesn’tseemtopayenoughtosuitsomepeople-Kin
Hubbard

CRVEO BDEONY

ATYST ELRRUH

SolutionsCrossword4128:Across: 1Fleshpots,8Hymen,9Maestro,10Angela,11
Chaise,12Reporter,15Nineteen,18Kneels,20Triple,21Missive,22Where,23
Reversals.Down:2Leash,3Siskin,4Perverse,5Shinto,6Amnesty,7Oneacross,11
Chinatown,13Penknife,14Infidel,16Teller,17Versus,19Level.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

Eliteathletesallowed
totrainoutdoors
Elite Indian athletes such as javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra and sprinter
HimaDas started outdoor training at
NISPatialaonWednesday.TheSAIsaid
training, which also resumed at its
Bengaluru centre, took place in strict
compliancewiththehealthguidelines
of the government and the Standard
OperatingProcedurethatwasunveiled
last week. The senior men and
women’s Hockey teamwill resume
trainingonMonday. PTI

EPLclubsapprove
resumptionof
contacttraining
Premier League clubs voted unani-
mouslyonWednesdaytoresumecon-
tact training as the English top-flight
tookasignificantsteptowardsrestart-
ing in June. The Premier Leaguewas
putonholdinMarchduetothecoron-
avirus pandemic,with Liverpool just
twowins away fromsealing the title.
"Premier League shareholders today
votedunanimouslytoresumecontact
training,markinganothersteptowards
restarting thePremier League season,
whensafe todoso," the leaguesaid in
astatement. AFP

BWFextendsGames
qualificationperiod
An extended qualification period for
theTokyoOlympicswillbeintroduced
next year and ranking points earned
at tournaments during the original
qualification phase will be main-
tained, the Badminton World
Federation(BWF)saidonWednesday.
WiththeCOVID-19pandemicdisrupt-
ing the international calender, the
BWFwasunable to complete the last
sixweeksofitsone-yearqualifyingpe-
riod, which ended on April 28. But
withtheTokyoGamespostponed,the
governingbodyofbadmintonhasde-
cided to extend the qualification pe-
riodtonextyear. PTI

BRIEFLY

@indianexpress.com

PaddlerSSAATTHHIIYYAANNGGNNAANNAASSEEKKAARRAANNtellsSSHHAASSHHAANNKKNNAAIIRRhowIndia
endedhalf acenturyofmedaldroughtatthe2018AsianGames.

THOSEMONTHS,THOSEMINUTES
Forced intoanunprecedented lockdown, sport is staringat an
unfathomabledespair. Indianathletes, though,havegiven the
country reasons to rejoice in thepast.

AlirezaFirouzjaat,14,wonthePragueMasters inFebruary, joininga listof select fewplayers includingGarryKasparov,
BobbyFischerandMagnusCarlsentohavetriumphedat thatprestigious tournamentwhilestill a teenager. FIDE
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