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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
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After meeting Uddhav,
Pawar says no threat
to govt in Maharashtra

NSA,CDS ALSO PRESENT

No change in Ladakh, military
brass brief PM and Rajnath

Ab boarding paas hai!

SANDEEP ASHAR,
VISHWAS WAGHMODE BUSINESS AS USUAL . a
&LIZMATHEW By UNNY Commanders meet today, Army to brainstorm on challenges 2 Worki
MUMBAI,NEW DELHI, MAY 26 s orking
Ret | MO b FOTmE, Earlier, General Rawat and  onthe agenda. = the
A 90-minute meeting between Thi: I:H:!d ol abya m SUSHANT SINGH & the three chiefs met Defence The meetings came ahead of | >< ® hotlines
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray i é_ﬂf Py ) KRISHN KAUSHIK Minister Rajnath Singh and thethree-day conference of Army :
and Sharad Pawar on Monday ; & NEW DELHI, MAY 26 briefed him on the ground situ-  commanders startingin Delhion
evening, hours after the NCP f ation in Ladakh, deployment of =~ Wednesday. It will be attended by THE MEETINGS signal L
chief met Governor Bhagat Singh AMID TENSIONS with China armed forces and the state of  Northern Army Commander Lt the concern over the de- =
Koshyari, triggered speculation along the Line of Actual Control ~ preparedness on the LAC. GenY KJoshi whose commandis velopments in Ladakh. i <
about the stability of the Maha (LAC) in Ladakh, Prime Minister The military brassislearntto  responsible for eastern Ladakh. The spotlight is now on 2 €
Vikas Aghadi coalition govern- Narendra Modi held a meeting have apprised the Prime Heiswell versed with the area, the working mechanism = A”. p or t Sha ck Q
ment, which is set to complete Tuesday with National Security ~ Minister about the evolvingsitu-  having been the XIV Corps that has been activated at ©
six months on Thursday. Advisor Ajit Doval, Chief of ation in eastern Ladakh though  Commander before taking over the diplomatic level to
However, on Tuesday morn- Defence Staff General Bipin officials maintained that the as Northern Army Commander de-escalate tensions be- di ﬂj . e
ing, Pawar, seen as the glue Rawat and chiefs of the three  meetingwas pre-scheduledand earlier this year. tween the two countries.
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2 services. reforms in the armed forces was CONTINUED ONPAGE 2 In GO er teStS p OSltlve

TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

LOCKDOWN

vl CASES:
k]l 145,380

RECOVERED: 60,490 | DEATHS: 4,167
TESTS: 3,126,119 | DOUBLING RATE: 13.53**

after landing in Coimbatore

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, CHENNAI, MAY 26

A 24-YEAR old passenger on
board IndiGo’s Monday flight
from Chennai to Coimbatore
tested positive for Covid-19 upon
arrival at Coimbatore, following
which the airline’s operating

he was asymptomatic before
boarding and was tested along
with all passengers at the airport
upon arrival on Monday
evening.

“He alone tested positive in
the flight. All others have gone
for mandatory home quarantine
and they will be tracked for
symptoms in coming days,” said

SCALE UP BATTLE crew has been quarantined for  a state government official. The
PREPAREDNESS: XI - : - 14 days. passenger was working as an
TO MILITARY KEYSTATES TOTAL | SURGEIN | 7DAYAVG. | DOUBLING According to health officials, CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
PAGE 15 Migrant workers from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar wait in separate lines for buses to take them TOWATCH CASES | 24HRS | GROWTH® | RATE**
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ARED initiative appears mWestBengal | 3816 | 149 o 1 1640 ASTHASAXENA As the case tally in the capi-
;{;Tto;i?f’s eg't'°“ of - lapses” in efforts by the Centre  required to redeem the situa- " Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days ™" Calculated over 7-day growth NEW DELHI, MAY 26 tal continues to rise — 412 fresh
page’; a’f:a :IiJr:?tiS:t.ive Zsf‘e ﬁ?v‘eggnﬂ?}lf/m\g-éNAN @ %ﬁiﬁ;tggﬁhﬁéﬁgﬁge (Er?slé!rst tlOr‘l‘\}\le thus, issue notice to the CONCERN CAUTION A GLIMMER SEVENTY-FOUR of 82 ICU beds gliie; V\Eﬁ?tgig?ge&ozeguisgea&
the marketing solutions ' sday .% hen th PORSES, ion of India and all ASSAM: Bihar-like | UTTARAKHAND: HARYANA: ed for Covicl 19 pati | s e e Lot
T T T B eS . saying it will hear the matter ~ Union of India and all States/ situation unfolding, | Another state with | For two weeks now, earmarkec orCovid-19patients  eral accounts have emerged o
- TAKING SUO motu cognizance  again Thursday. Union Territories to submit their five-fold rise in rapidlv risin rowth rate below inthe city’s seven private hospi-  severely ill people being unable
Group and contains " S . . o ! pidly rising grow . . S
content paid for by of “problems and miseries pf mi- The bench of Justices Ashok  responses looking into . the cases in one week, numbers, though national average. tals are occupied atthe moment.  toget admitted to ICUs in private
advertisers. These pages grantlabourers” stranded indif-  Bhushan,SKKauland MRShah  urgency of the matter. We direct to over 520 still small overall Total just over 1200 At six government hospitals,on  hospitals.
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BIHAR BOARD CLASS 10 TOPPER

Himanshu Raj believes that consistency is the key to crack any exam. However, his education is on a halt at
present due to the coronavirus pandemic as schools are shut and he does not own a smartphone or laptop to

study online

TRENDING

NEPAL:MIGRANTS FROM
INDIACAUSING CASES

Nepal PM said those

returning from India
contributing to spread

SWARMS OF LOCUSTS
ENTER JAIPUR

While government has
teams in place, incident
has left people worried

EXPRESS

The cost of keeping
schools closed

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Today on 3 Things, we look at how

European countries have dealt with
opening schools and lessons we can
learn from the 2014 Ebola epidemic

in West Africa

Call for research of
lung tissue in Covid
victims finds no

takers in Karnataka

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, MAY 26:

ACALL for study of lung tissues of
patients who die of Covid-19 by
conducting postmortem biopsies
has found no takers in Karnataka,
primarily due to complications in-
volved in dealing with contagion
deaths.

To understand the disease’s
progression in the lungs, whichis
the primary organ damaged by
coronavirus, a provision for con-
ducting lung biopsies in patients
who die due to Covid has been
made by the Rajiv Gandhi
University of Health Sciences in
Karnataka and the Indian Council
for Medical Research but no pro-
posals have been made so far; said
officials.

“We have made a provision for
anybody who wants to take up
the study of lung damage in
Covid-19 death cases. There have
been no proposals so far," said
Rajiv Gandhi University of Health
Sciences vice-chancellor Dr S
Sachidananda.

“The RGUHS has called for
study proposals with biopsies of
the lungs but no researcher has
come forward to conduct re-
search,” the Karnataka health
commissioner Pankay Pandey
said. Since March 10 there have
been 44 Covid-19 deaths in
Karnataka but no samples of tis-
sues from organs such as lungs
and heart have been collected. An
autopsy was conducted only in
one case of unnatural death of a
Covid-19 patient who committed
suicide at the hospital where he
was admitted.

Biopsies are medical proce-
dures where cells and tissues in
the body are extracted to study
the nature of adisease and its pro-
gressioninanorganor body. Since
the outbreak of the Covid pan-
demic, several studies have been
conducted using lung samples in
parts of the world, including
China. One of the Chinese studies
looking at the lung tissues of Covid
19 victims -- published in the sci-
ence journal Nature by re-
searchers from the Zhongnan

The Karnataka health
department had issued
SOPs for conducting
postmortem
examinations on
victims of Covid-19

Hospital of Wuhan University --
showed that gas exchange sur-
faces in the lungs that keep the
blood oxygenated and facilitate
breathing were extensively dam-
aged.

The ICMR, which recently
published “Standard guidelines
for medico-legal autopsy in
Covid 19 deaths in India” has
outlined the need for research
on the effects of the coronavirus
inlungs and other organs of the
human body.

One of the issues affecting re-
search on lung samples from
coronavirus victims is safety. The
Karnataka health department had
issued standard operating proce-
dures for conducting postmortem
examination on victims of Covid-
19. It states that forensic experts
should conduct invasive autopsies
only in the case of unnatural
deaths of persons who test posi-
tive for Covid 19.

“It is not easy to obtain sam-
ples of the lung tissue in cases of
Covid-19 deaths and a great deal
of caution has to be exercised by
doctors. There are also ethical is-
sues like obtaining the consent of
the families of victims. As a result
no one is probably keen to con-
ductlung or other biopsies for re-
search purposes," a professor at
the Bangalore Medical College
and Research Institute said.

According to the ICMR's
guidelines, “pathological autopsy
for research” purposes on Covid
19victims can be conducted only
after “proper ethical clearance
from respective institute” and as
per guidelines of ICMR and health
authorities. “The informed con-
sentand other ethical aspects like
confidentiality, religious senti-
mentsetc.should be addressed as
per the specific objectives and
methodology,” ICMR has stated.

CLARIFICATIONS & CORRECTIONS

24.05.2020, PAGE 4

The Delhi Police, in a rejoinder sent through its PRO Mandeep S
Randhawa, has referred to a news report published on May 24, titled
‘NE Delhi riots: Lack of evidence, 20 get bail'.

Randhawa wrote: “The title of the news item is misleading,

wherein the Express reporter has

weaved a story by selecting ‘few

facts’, that too in bits and pieces, which may appear comfortable to
him and he has tried to build an impression that the accused per-
sons arrested in rioting cases of NE Delhi have been released on bail
due to shoddy investigation, which is completely misleading and

mischievous...”

Randhawa pointed out that “in only few cases the Courts have
observed that the investigating officer has not been able to collect
electronic evidences against the accused persons and that there are
no public witnesses”. “It must be at the outset emphasized that elec-
tronic evidences may not be available in all cases but that does not
mean that the oral and other circumstantial evidences are absent in
the investigation. Moreover, when the case is at the stage of investi-
gation, no comments can be inferred on the merits of the case and it
is only at the stage of trial that the evidence can be appreciated

wholly,” Randhawa wrote.

He also pointed out there are several other “primary reasons” for
courts granting bail: To “decongest the Jail Complexes in view of the
directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court and further the guidelines
issued by the High Powered Committee chaired by the Hon’ble Justice
of the Delhi High Court to release the accused on interim bail where
they are not involved in heinous cases”; on “humanitarian grounds
where the accused has prayed that he is the sole bread earner for his
family”; and in light of the fact that it is an “extraordinary situation
(and) there is no likelihood of early trial”.

The Indian Express replies

The report incorrectly stated that

20 people had been granted bail

after the court noted that police were unable to show their active in-
volvement. The specific observation was made in four of the 20 bail

orders.
The error is regretted.

FROM PAGE ONE

After meeting
Uddhav, Pawar
says no threat to
govt in
Maharashtra

holding the three-party coalition
of the Shiv Sena, NCP and
Congress together, scotched talk
of a political realignment in the
state, and said there was “no
threat” to the government.

Pawar's meeting with the
chief minister, held at
Thackeray’s residence
Matoshree, came as the main
opposition BJP has stepped up
its criticism of the Thackeray
government's alleged mishan-
dling of the Covid-19 crisis in
Maharashtra.

Over the past few days, sev-
eral senior BJP leaders have gone
to Raj Bhavan to complain about
the government. Narayan Rane
met Koshyari on Monday and
called for President’s Rule. There
has been talk that MLAs of the
three ruling parties were being
approached with offers to jump
ship.

But on Tuesday, Pawar told
NDTV: “There is no threat to the
Maharashtra government. All
MLAs are with us, any attempt
to break them at this time will
result in the public beating us.”

The meeting at Matoshree
followed what is said to have
been Pawar's first visit to the
Thackeray family home since
2012.

“The Maha Vikas Aghadi
government will complete its
five-year term and we will fight
the elections together after five
years,” Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut, who attended the meeting,
said.

Asked what had brought
Pawar to Matoshree, Raut said it
was to discuss the Covid situa-
tion. “There is nothing surpris-
ing in Pawar coming to
Matoshree. We sought guidance
from him on the government’s
future and on the handling of the
Covid-19 situation. There is
nothing wrong in seeking guid-
ance from him; Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also seeks guid-
ance from Pawar,” Raut said.

It is, however, no secret that
the three parties differ over
Thackeray's strategy for easing
the lockdown. There has also
been resentment in the cabinet
over Thackeray's reliance on the
bureaucracy, who have been
givena lot of power to decide on
the state’s Covid strategy. There
have been complaints that offi-
cials are keeping ministers in the
dark.

Sources in the Sena said that
while Pawar is keen on granting
some relaxations to put the state
on the path to normalcy, the
chief minister is in favour of re-
taining the restrictions to con-
tain the outbreak and save lives.
The meeting focussed on the
strategy to exit the lockdown in
Mumbai, Pune, and other Covid

taken up day-after-tomorrow
and we request the learned
Solicitor General to assist the
Court and by the next date of
hearing bring in the notice of
the Court all measures and
steps taken by the Government
of India and to be taken in this
regard,” the bench said.
Pointing out that “the crises
of migrant labourers is even
continuing today with large
sections still stranded on roads,
highways, railway stations and
State borders,” the judges said

assistant in a Chennai-based
bar hotel.

Monday marked the first
day of domestic flights after a
gap of two months following a
countrywide lockdown an-
nounced on March 24. Prior to
the resumption of domestic
flight operations, a number of
states had expressed caution at
the prospect of sudden influx
of people into their state bor-

“adequate transport arrange-
ment, food and shelters are im-
mediately to be provided by
the Centre and State
Governments free of cost”.

The bench observed that
“newspaper reports and the
media reports have been con-
tinuously showing the unfor-
tunate and miserable condi-
tions of migrant labourers
walking on foot and cycles
from long distances”.

The migrants “have also
been complaining of not being

ders as they aimed to contain
the outbreak.

“We received confirmation
from the Coimbatore airport
doctor that a passenger who
travelled on 6E-381 from
Chennai to Coimbatore on
25th May evening, has tested
positive for Covid-19.He is cur-
rently quarantined at ESI state
medical facility at
Coimbatore,” IndiGo said in a

Apex court seeks answers from
Govt, states on migrants

provided food and water by the
administration at places where
they were stranded or in the
way i.e. highways from which
they proceeded on-foot, cycles
or other modes of transport”,
the bench said.

It said “in the present situa-
tion of lockdown in the entire
country, this section of the so-
ciety needs succour and help by
the concerned Governments. ..
steps need to be taken by the
Government of India, State
Governments/Union Territories

Passenger positive on arrival in Indigo TN flight

statement.

The statement said the
passenger was seated on-
board the aircraft with all pre-
cautionary measures includ-
ing face mark, face-shield and
gloves.

“Additionally, no one else
was seated in his vicinity, sig-
nificantly reducing the possi-
bility of transmission... The op-
erating crew has been home

in this difficult situation”.

The bench said it “has also
received several letters and
representations from different
sections of society, highlight-
ing the problem of migrant
labourers”. The bench asked
the SCRegistry to serve a copy
of the order to the Solicitor
General as well as the States
and UTs through their stand-
ing counsel “today itself so that
appropriate responses be
brought before the Court at the
earliest”.

quarantined for 14 days and
we are in the process of noti-
fying other passengers as per
the government guidelines, to
ensure safety of our passen-
gersand staff,” the airline said.

On Monday, around 500
flights operated across the
country and on Tuesday till 5
pm, 325 departures were
recorded carrying 41,673 pas-
sengers.

hotspots, the sources said.

Thackeray is learnt to have
asked officials after the meeting
todecide on a phased exit strat-
egy from May 31 onwards, with
the aim to resume most eco-
nomic activities by June 15.

InDelhi, BJP leaders said that
while Thackeray had failed to
contain the spread of the coron-
avirus disease, the central lead-
ership of the party did not want
to topple the government at this
time.

Instead, the BJP would prefer
to “mount pressure on the
Thackeray government, and let it
crumble onitsown,” atleast four
leaders of the party told The
Indian Express. The BJP would in-
tensify its campaign for
President's Rule because the
Maha Vikas Aghadi government
had “utterly failed to contain the
coronavirus situation” and “to
manage the issue of exodus of
migrantlabourers”, these leaders
said.

Leader of Opposition in
Maharashtra Devendra Fadnavis
told reporters on Tuesday that
the BJP was not interested in
pulling down the government,
butit “will fall of its own burden”.

The BJP's national leadership
has had several rounds of meet-
ings with the state leadership.
While party president | P Nadda
had a meeting with the BJP core
group of the state on Monday, an-
other meeting with core group
leaders and the national leaders
took place on Tuesday.

Sources said the national

leadership wanted Fadnavis and
the party to attack on the entire
government instead of focussing
just on the chief minister. “The
national leadership wants the
state unit to keep the pressure on,
but does not want it to take the
blame of toppling it, which could
create sympathy for Thackeray.
Even if the government falls on
its own, the BJP may not stake
claim immediately. The party
prefers the state tobe under cen-
tralrule which would be the best,
because the Covid situation has
gone out of control already,” said
aparty leader.

In Delhi, only 8
Covid ICUs
vacant in pvt
hospitals

government hospitals autho-
rised to treat Covid patients in
the capital. The Indian Express
looked at data from seven pri-
vate hospitals -- Sir Ganga Ram'’s
Kolmet and City hospitals (15 of
20 ICU beds occupied),
Indraprastha Apollo (9 of 9), Max
Smart Super Speciality Saket (29
of 32), Fortis Shalimar Bagh (3 of
3), Batra (10 of 10) and Maha
Durga Charitable Trust (8 of 8).
Data from three other hospitals
-- Cygnus Orthocare, Saroj
Medical Institute and Khushi
hospital -- has not been made
available by the government.
Toadd toitsbed strength, the
Delhi government recently

asked 117 nursing homes and
private hospitals to set aside 20%
of their existing strength for
Covid patients.

According to the Delhi gov-
ernment, there are 7,223 active
coronavirus cases in the city, of
whom 2,092 are availing treat-
ment in 13 Covid-designated
(seven private and six govern-
ment) hospitals while the rest
are either at Covid health cen-
tres, care centres or under home
isolation. Among those admit-
ted to hospitals, 185 are admit-
ted to the ICU and 27 are on ven-
tilator support. So far, 288 people
have succumbed to the disease.

While there is a 90% occu-
pancy for ICU beds in private
hospitals, the crunch is less in
government hospitals at the
moment. In the Delhi govern-
ment-run Lok Nayak hospital,
which is also the biggest med-
ical facility with 2,000 beds for
Covid patients, there are 64 beds
in the ICU. Of them, 23 were oc-
cupied until Tuesday evening.
The hospital has 125 ventilators,
and the government is in the
process of adding more ma-
chines.

In a meeting with the
Lieutenant Governor on
Tuesday, Health Secretary
Padmini Singla informed that
there are 4,462 beds across the
capital’s hospitals for Covid pa-
tients. The LG was further in-
formed that there are 429 ICU
beds, 343 ventilators and 2,632
oxygen supported beds available
in the Covid-designated hospi-

tals.

At the Jhajjar and Delhi
trauma centre facilities of AIIMS,
555 patients are admitted -- 550
confirmed and five whose re-
ports are awaited. “There are 17
patients in the ICU and most are
on oxygen support. Not many
patients require to be shifted to
a ventilator. I believe around
seven-eight patients are on ven-
tilator support in the ICU,” said
Dr D K Sharma, medical super-
intendent of AIIMS. The hospital
has 18 beds on the ground floor
ICU of the trauma centre. “We
can open another ICU with 60
bedsifrequired,” said Dr Sharma.

With abed capacity of 190 for
Covid suspected/positive pa-
tients, RML has 100 patients at
the moment. “We have 14 ICU
beds for Covid confirmed pa-
tients and 14 for suspected pa-
tients. All are full,” said Dr
Minakshi Bharadwaj, the med-
ical superintendent.

To meet the demand in the
coming days, the health depart-
ment has also ordered 30,000
PPE kits (to add to the 50,000 in
stock), 3.5 lakh N95 masks, 28
ventilators and 435 oxygen con-
centrators.

Addressing a virtual press
conference on Monday, Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
said: “Of the total 3,829 beds in
government hospitals, 3,164
have oxygen support. We are fo-
cusing more on oxygen beds as
severe patients have respiratory
trouble and it is important to
maintain oxygen levels in their

body. We have 250 ventilatorsin
government hospitals and only
11 are used as of now. There are
72 ventilators in the private hos-
pitals and 15 are occupied.”

Military brass
brief PM on
Ladakh

The conference was origi-
nally scheduled for April 13-18,
but was postponed due to the
pandemic. It will now be held in
two phases, the first phase from
May 27-29, and the second in
June-end.

"The apex level leadership of
Indian Army will brainstorm on
current emerging security and
administrative challenges and
chart the future course for Indian
Army," the Army said in a state-
ment. Meanwhile, there has
been no scaling down of ten-
sions on the LAC in eastern
Ladakh with India matching the
Chinese with its deployment of
man and material.

Sources said the Army had
increased its presence on the
boundary with China in North
Sikkim, Uttarakhand, Arunachal
Pradesh, along with Ladakh. This
was based on the understanding
that India “would not be scaling
down its deployment in face of
aggressive military posturing”
by China, sources said.

InLadakh, at least six rounds
of talks have been held between
Indian and Chinese military
commanders on the ground but
have failed to achieve a break-
through. Sources said the
Chinese, who crossed the LACat
three places, have refused to
move out of Indian territory or
de-escalate the tensions.

In Galwan valley, the Chinese
have massed troops on their side
of the LAC.

India’s key “strategic asset”
in the area is the 255-km
Darbuk-Shyok-Daulat Beg Oldie
(DSDBO) road which was com-
pleted last year. It provides ac-
cess to Daulat Beg Oldie where
the IAF re-activated an
Advanced Landing Ground
(ALG) in 2008. Galwan valley is
closest to the road from the LAC

DIPLOMACY
STARTS

New Delhi: India and
Chinaare learnt to have
activated the “working
mechanism” at the
diplomaticlevel.
Naveen Srivastava, Joint
Secretary (East Asia)in
the Ministry of External
Affairs, leads the Indian
side while the Chinese
sideis led by Hong
Liang, Director General,
Department of
Boundary and Oceanic
Affairs, Chinese Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.

In Hyderabad, 328 cases, 18 deaths
in a week; new areas in spotlight

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD MAY 26

WITH 328 new cases and 18
deaths in the last seven days,
Covid-19 hotspots under the
Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) are rising.

In the 67 days from March 2
to May 8, 1,133 cases were re-
ported in Telangana. Of these,
626 were in GHMC areas.
However, in the next 18 days
(May 8-25), 597 cases were re-
ported from GHMC areas while
a total of 787 cases were re-
ported in the state — including
158 cases of migrant workers

who returned to the state test-
ing positive.

Similarly, there were 29
deaths reported in Telangana
from March 2 to May 2. But 16
deaths were reported between
May 21-25.

Fresh cases are being re-
ported from areas of the city
where none were reported pre-
viously, away from the existing
containment zones, indicating
a community spread after the
lockdown rules were relaxed.
Sources in GHMC said that the
number of containment zones,
which had come down to 56 on
May 5, has increased to over
200 in the city now. A GHMC

official told The Indian Express
on condition of anonymity that
they suspected that commu-
nity transmission was occur-
ring at liquor outlets and veg-
etable markets in the city.

Till May 5, Covid cases in
Hyderabad were mostly re-
ported from south-eastern ar-
eas of the city such as
Charminar, Amberpet,
Saidabad, Asifnagar, and
Bahadurpura.

However, after the lock-
down rules were relaxed, and
all shops and business estab-
lishments were given permis-
sion to open (except for those
in containment zones), cases

are being reported from the
northern and north-western
parts of the city including
Secunderabad, Khairatabad,
Ameerpet and Nampally.

“The new cases are all re-
lated to those who violated
lockdown conditions and got
infected at vegetable markets
and spread it to others. We are
enforcing a very strict lock-
down in containment zones so
the cases are not due to people
from those zones. The new
cases are of people who got in-
fected from others who earlier
violated the lockdown restric-
tions,” a health department of-
ficial said.

New Delhi

Man consumes pesticide in suicide
attempt near Gehlot’s residence

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, MAY 26

AMAN attempted to commit sui-
cide by consuming a poisonous
substance near the residence of
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot in
Jaipur's Civil Lines area on Tuesday
morning.

According to the police, the
condition of the man, identified as
Chenaram Mali, who hails from
Nagaur district, was stated to be
stable after cops rushed himtothe
hospital. Mali also wrote a note,
blaming police inaction in a case
registered by him against men
whoallegedly assaulted him ear-
lier this month for the reason be-
hind him attempting suicide, said

officials.

“The man, Chenaram Mali, a
resident of Nagaur district at-
tempted suicide by consuming
pesticides. He is presently out of
danger. In the note he has spoken
about getting threats from some
people. His claims will have to be
investigated and more can be said
after the probe,” said ACP (I),
Jaipur, Ashok Gupta.

He added that shortly after
Mali consumed pesticide, police-
men who were nearby inter-
cepted himand rushed himtothe
hospital. In the note purportedly
written by Mali, he has said that he
isaresident of Riya Badiin Nagaur
district and on May 18, he was as-
saulted by some people and fol-
lowing it he registered a case in
Padu Kalan police station of
Nagaur district.
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HAVE ENSURED MINIMUM DISCOMFORT TO THOSE LEAVING, SAYS DEPUTY CM

2.71lakh migrants have left capital on

214 Shramik trains since

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

IN LESS than three weeks,
around 2.71 lakh migrant work-
ers and their family members
have left the national capital on
214 Shramik special trains,
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia said Tuesday, advising
people not to leave for their vil-
lages and towns on foot.

Sisodia said the Delhi govern-
ment treats everyone residing in
Delhi as its own, and that during
the lockdown, the government
worked to ensure minimum dis-
tress to migrants, among the
most vulnerable sections of the
population.

Addressing a webcast,
Sisodia said that between May 7
and May 25, 2.41 lakh migrants
— identified by him as “Delhi’s
own people” — have gone to
their villages and towns on
board 196 special trains, pro-
vided by the Indian Railways in
consultation with states and
Union Territories. On Tuesday, 18
more trains will leave with
30,000 people on board, he said.

Giving a breakup, he said that
1,25,717 people were destined
for Bihar, 96,610 for Uttar
Pradesh, around 3,800 for West

— BRIEFLY —

Constables
‘hit’ women,
transferred

New Delhi: Delhi Police has
transferred two constables
of the Northeast district to
police lines after a pur-
ported video of them hit-
ting two women with
lathis emerged online. DCP
(Northeast) Ved Prakash
Surya said the incident
took place around 8.45-9
pm on Monday, in Shastri
Park.Inthe video,a consta-
ble is seen hitting the
women for allegedly “rais-
ing an unauthorised
jhuggi” even as other per-
sonnel try to hold him
back. DCP Surya said the
personnel had asked them
tostop, butsome menand
women started abusing
them. Surya claimed the
women “started manhan-
dling” the constable. They
tore his uniform and beat
him, he said. The DCP said
the beat officers asked for
help from the local police
station too. Joint CP (east-
ern range) Alok Kumar
said an inquiry is being
conducted.

33 newcases

inGurgaon

New Delhi: Thirty-three
more people tested posi-
tive for coronavirus in
Gurgaon on Tuesday,
causing the number of
cases in the district to
cross 300. “Among the 33
who have tested positive
today are 12 police per-
sonnel,” said a spokesper-
son of the Gurgaon dis-
trict administration. In
Faridabad also, 23 more
people tested positive,
taking total count of cases
to 234. The district also
recorded one more death
on Tuesday.

Fireat shoe
factory

New Delhi: On Tuesday
morning, afirebroke outat
a shoe manufacturing fac-
tory in Keshavpuram,
which took eight hours to
be brought under control.
DFS chief Atul Garg said the
factory was shut, and no
one was working. He said,
“The raw material lying
there was mostly rubber,
and when that catchesfire,
it takes several hours to
douse the flames. At least
23fire tenders and around
100 fire-fighters were de-
ployed.” No casualty was
reported. ENS

Passengers waiting to board trains at the Old Delhi railway station last week. Express

Bengal, over 3,000 for Jharkhand,
around 2,100 for Madhya
Pradesh and 400-500 each for
other states.

“The Delhi government is
monitoring every aspect. We
tried to ensure that migrant
workers have to face minimum
inconvenience. But since many
among them wanted to return,

we proactively accepted the pro-
posal of the Centre on sending
back migrants on special trains,”
Sisodia said.

The Deputy CM said the gov-
ernment has been providing
cooked meals for lunch and din-
ner to around 10 lakh people,
“which may have come down a
little”, on adaily basis, apart from

dry ration for both PDS and non-
PDS beneficiaries.

While drawing up the list of
those eligible to be sent back, the
district authorities are checking
body temperature and only
those found asymptomatic are
being enlisted for the trains. For
their onward journey, the mi-
grants and their families are be-

Delhi govt vs DU on ‘delay in
forming governing bodies’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

AMID THE ongoing tussle be-
tween the Delhi government
and Delhi University over the
formation of Governing Bodies
(GB) in the Delhi government-
funded colleges, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia Tuesday
shot off a strongly worded letter
to the DU Vice-Chancellor, ac-
cusing university officials of
“conspiring to protect perpetra-
tors of corruption”.

“The process of reconstitution
of GBs of 28 colleges funded (fully
or partially) by the Government
of NCT of Delhi has become an
endless saga of delays and ob-
structionism by DU. The terms of

the GBs expired in March 2019
and all have still not been recon-
stituted,” Sisodia wrote.

He provided a timeline of
events starting March last year
when the term of the GBs expired.

Sisodia said the “inordinate
delay” of the GBs “cannot merely
be an act of omission”.

“It now seems like a deliber-
ate attempt to ensure that
proper oversight mechanism is
not put in place. [ repeatedly
keep receiving complaints re-
garding corruption and malprac-
tices in these 28 colleges. And
now it seems that the highest
functionaries in DU seem to be
conspiring to protect the perpe-
trators of corruption. There can
be no other reason why such in-
ordinate delays and obstructions

Delhi records
hottest May day
in I8 yrs at 46°C

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

AT 46 degrees Celsius, the city on
Tuesday recorded its highest
temperature in the month of
May in 18 years, data from the
India Meteorological
Department shows.

The maximum temperature
at the IMD's Safdarjung observa-
tory, considered to be representa-
tive of the city, was six degrees
above normal and was recorded
as46 degrees Celsius. The last time
the temperature reached this
markwasonMay 19,2002. As per
the IMD, the all-time highest tem-
perature to have beenrecordedin
this month was 47.2 degrees
Celsius on May 29, 1944.

Other parts of the city
recorded even higher tempera-
tures, including Southwest
Delhi’s Palam, which witnessed a
‘severe heatwave’ with the mer-
cury soaring up to 47.6 degrees
Celsius, and South Delhi’s Aya
Nagar, where it was 46.8 degrees.

In Palam, the last time the
temperature reached the 47.6
degrees markin this month was
10 years ago on May 18, 2010.

Since May 22, the maximum
temperature recorded in the city
has remained above 42 degrees
Celsius. Kuldeep Srivastava, head
of the IMD’s regional forecasting
centre in Delhi, said there were
multiple factors that have been
causing the temperatures to soar.

“At present we are seeing
strong and dry northwesterly
winds blowing over Delhi-NCR
for the past few days, from the

HOTTEST DAYSIN
LAST 3 YEARS INMAY

May 31,2019 |44.7°C

May 27,2018 45°C

May 16,2017 | 44.4°C

May 3,2016 44°C

May 26,2015 |45.5°C
WAll time highest
temperature recorded
in May

May 29,1944  47.2°C

direction of Rajasthan, which
faces dry weather at this time of
the year. We also do not have a
cloud cover, because of which
the rays of the sun are vertically
affecting the surface,” he said.

The city has also received
considerably less rainfall this
month compared to the previ-
ous four Mays since 2016. Delhi
has recorded 3.2mm rainfall so
far this month, whereas in May
2019it had recorded a total rain-
fall of 26.9mm.

However, the IMD has fore-
cast thata Western Disturbance
would affect Delhi-NCR by May
29, resulting in a thunderstorm
or dust storm, and that the tem-
perature is expected to go down
to34 degrees Celsius on May 30.

For the second day running,
Delhi’s peak power demand went
beyond last years’ for the corre-
sponding days of May 24 and 25.
OnMay 25,2020, Delhi’s peak de-
mand was at 5385 MW, the sea-
son’s highest. Last year on May 25
itwas 5107 MW.

have been caused in the forma-
tion of these GBs and in forward-
ing the six names sent by
Government of NCT of Delhi on
March 20, immediately to the
concerned colleges,” he wrote.

“Not only is the absence of a
Governing Body against the
statutes of the DU, but the com-
plete lack of administrative over-
sight has led to academic and ad-
ministrative deterioration of
these colleges. And it is the V-C
and the Executive Council who
will be held responsible...as you
have held up the formation of
GBs,” he added.

V-C Yogesh Tyagi and Prof
Suman Kundu, officiating as the
Registrarand Dean of Colleges, did
notrespondto callsand texts fora
response.

Two Jamia
students sent
to judicial
custody

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

ADELHI court has sent Jamia co-
ordination committee media co-
ordinator Safoora Zargar and
Jamia student Meeran Haider to
one-month judicial custody.

Additional Sessions Judge
Dharmender Rana passed the
order stating that without com-
menting on the legality or ille-
gality of the extension of JC re-
mand by the Duty Magistrate, he
was of the opinion that “appli-
cation of the IO (investigating of-
ficer) for extension of JC de-
served to be allowed”.

The court said that “no injus-
tice can be claimed merely be-
cause, due to the prevailing un-
precedented health emergency,
the duty magistrate has ex-
tended the remand under the
administrative directions”.

“Unprecedented situations
required unprecedented solu-
tions. Judicial notice can be taken
of the fact that during the lock-
down period, because of the pan-
demic Covid-19, the functioning
of courts was suspended and
there was a ban on any move-
mentin the country. The inmates
were also not produced in the
courts, and as an emergency
measure, a duty magistrate was
present in Tihar Jail to dispose of
the remand work. In such circum-
stances, the investigating agency
has no other option but to seek
extension of JC remand by the Ld
Magistrate,” the order read.

The two were arrested by
Delhi Police last month. The
UAPA was invoked against them.

State Numbers|

Bihar 1,25,717
Uttar Pradesh 96,610
West Bengal 3,800
Jharkhand 3,000

Madhya Pradesh 2,100

Around 400-500 each left
forother states

ing given bananas, cakes and
bottles of water.

“We are not giving cooked
meals as the heat might spoil
them. In most cases, the Delhi
government is making the pay-
ments wherever there are signs
of discomfort from the end of the
receiving states. No migrants are
having to pay while leaving

May 7: Sisodia

Delhi,” said Sisodia.

“Once a person applies
through our portal, their turn will
surely come. There is no need to
setout on foot,” he added.

To be considered for board-
ing these trains, migrant work-
ers have to fill up a registration
form, entering details including
their name, address, govern-
ment ID number, name of desti-
nation state, districtand nearest
railway stations, among others.

Considering not all workers
can be expected to access the on-
line forms, the District
Magistrates and Delhi Police of-
ficials have also been tasked with
creating a database of such peo-
ple in their respective areas of ju-
risdiction. On Saturday, one such
offline registration drive was
launched at Shahpur Jat, where
thousands of migrant workers
from West Bengal are stuck.

But the exodus of migrants
remains a matter of concern for
the Delhi government, keeping
in mind that the city’s service
sector as well as manufacturing
units are heavily dependent on
workforce from other states.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has already appealed to
the workers to stay back, assur-
ing them of income once com-
mercial activities resume.

11 recover at Rohini jail

New Delhi: Of the 20 inmates and
staffers of Rohini Jail who had
tested positive for Covid-19,
eleven have now tested negative
for the virus. Delhi Prisons (DG)
Sandeep Goel said that head
warden of the Rohini Jail who
had tested positive on May 15
and was at the quarantine facil-

ity in Haryana’s Sonepat tested
negative for the virus on May 22.
Goelsaid, “He will join duty af-
ter resting at home for a week.”
The first case of Covid-19 from
Rohini Jail was reported May 13
whena28-year-old inmate tested
positive at DDU hospital where he
underwent a surgery. ENS

1,000 DISPLACED IN TUGHLAQABAD VILLAGE

250 shanties gutted

in fire, CM ofers aid

o e it B oL

The DFS chief has said the fire escalated after LPG cylinders

burst. Tashi Tobgyal

SHIVAMPATEL &
SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

OVER 250 shanties were gutted
and athousand people displaced
after a fire broke out in
Tughlagabad village at 12.30 am
on Tuesday. While no casualty
has been reported, a seven-year-
old girl received 30 per cent burn
injuries and is undergoing treat-
ment at Safdarjung Hospital.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal tweeted that “due to the
fire in the shanties in
Tughlagabad, there has been
considerable loss. Delhi govern-
ment will pay each affected fam-
ilyRs 25,000."

Delhi Fire Services (DFS) divi-
sional officer S KDua said the fire
escalated from ‘small’ to
‘medium’ categoryat 1.25amand
was brought under control by
3.40 am. “At least 32 fire tenders
and 130 firefighters were at the
spot. After the fire was doused, we
began cooling operations, which
wentontill 8 am,” said Dua.

DFS chief Atul Garg said by
the time the fire tenders reached,
the residents had already left the
shanties. He said the fire esca-
lated after LPG cylinders burst.

On Tuesday afternoon,
charred remains of bicycles,
burned pulses strewn on the
ground, broken glass bottles and
toys and teacups were among
the few things that remained
even as residents searched for
things that could be recovered.

The homes mainly belonged
to families engaged in ragpick-
ing or dealing in scrap. Many
families were sleeping at the
time the fire started and had lit-
tle time to save their belongings.

Parvati Mandal, who works
asahouse-help in Tughlagabad,
had kept Rs 10,000 cash under
the mattress of a cot at her
home: “That was all the money [
had. I have Rs 300 in my bank,
and the ATM card has also
burned along with all my iden-
tity cards. My employers have
not paid me since March, and
have stopped taking my calls. [
don’t know what todo."

Relief operations began by
noon. A tentwas being setup close
to the site for them to sleep in.

DM (Southeast) Harleen Kaur
said, “We are making arrange-
ments for food, water and shelter
for the displaced persons. The rea-
son behind the fire is being inves-
tigated. We are in touch with the
fire department on this.”
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The Road to Wellbeing

ORGANIC FOOD

‘Straight from the farm to your doorstep’

Speaking on the myriad benefits of consuming organic over conventional produce, Digvijay Singh Kushwaha, CEO &
Founder, Digi’s Fresh, in conversation with Abhishek Pathak from The Indian Express, says “organic products are safe
as they’re free from pesticides, tastemakers, growth promoters, artificial sweetening, antibiotics and polishing. Since there
are no synthetic material added to increase their shelf life, organic products available in the market are farm fresh. Depending
on the product, organic produce has 20-6 5% more antioxidants compared to conventional produce. Similarly, organically
raised poultry and meat products are also much healthier and safer to consume”

Is organic food healthier than con-
ventional produce?

Throughout their lifespan, conventional
products come in contact with multiple ar-
tificial agents during different stages of
processing. This involves pesticides, artificial
sweetening, polishing to keep them shiny,
and growth promoters to increase the size
at a faster rate. These added artificial
agents react in the human body at different
stages.

Moreover, if we talk about the meat in-
dustry, India, as of today, does not have an
official body to certify meat as organic. The
closest we get to it is farm fresh, antibiotic-
free, residue-free meat which, in place of
a certification, is supported by lab test re-
ports. The conventional meat we get in the
market is packed with antibiotics, growth
hormones etc., which help the companies
get the produce ready in a shorter time-
frame.

These artificial agents that are added in
the conventional processes react in the hu-
man body in different ways. These are espe-
cially harmful for children and can lead to
formation of deformities.

What are the benefits of eating or-
ganic food?

In terms of fruits and vegetables, apart
from the added pesticides, tastemakers,
growth promoters, polish etc., there is a
major difference in the amount of antioxi-
dants presentin organic food and conven-
tional food. Depending on the product, or-
ganic produce has 20-65% more
antioxidants when compared with conven-
tional produce. Moreover, organic foods
are ensured to be fresher than conven-
tional foods. Since there are no synthetic
materials added to increase their shelf life,
organic products available in the market
are farm fresh.

In terms of poultry and meats, organi-
cally raised animals are not given antibi-
otics, growth hormones, or fed animal by-
products. Feeding livestock animal
by-products increases the risk of Mad cow
disease, and the use of antibiotics can cre-
ate antibiotic-resistant strains of bacteria.
Organically raised animals are given more
space to move around and access to the
outdoors, which keeps them healthy. Fur-
ther, organic meat is richer in certain nutri-
ents. Results from a 2016 European study
show that levels of certain nutrients, in-
cluding omega-3 fatty acids, were up to
50% higher in organic meat and milk than
in conventionally raised versions. Organic
food is GMO-free — genetically modified
organisms or genetically engineered foods
are foods that are produced from organ-
isms whose DNA has been altered in ways
that cannot occur in nature or in traditional
crossbreeding, most commonly in order to
be resistant to pesticides or produce an in-
secticide.

What are the five fruits that you
would recommend to boost immu-
nity?

In fruits, you can have blueberries, avoca-
dos, kiwi, passion fruit, oranges and apples
to boost your immunity. All these fruits are
packed with nutrients like immune system-
boosting Vitamin C, fibre, Vitamin A, iron,
potassium etc. Blueberries are loaded with
antioxidants that keep you healthy, along
with natural antihistamines that help in re-
ducing inflammation and minimise symp-
toms of runny or stuffy nose. Apples are
good source of phytonutrients, including
quercetin — a flavonoid that helps boost
your immune system and reduce inflam-
mation. Kale and celery are also good op-
tions to power up your health.

What regulations are in place to en-

RADRGANICE
R4 ORGANIC

CATERINGTO
CONSUMERS IN NEW
DELHI, GURUGRAM
AND NOIDA, AND WITH
THE OVERWHELMING
RESPONSE WE'VE
RECEIVED SO FAR, WE
ARE EXPECTED TO
COVERALL OF NCRIN
NO TIME

sure what I buy is really organic?

In India, there are multiple bodies that
provide organic certifications to producers
as well as traders. These private/govern-
ment bodies provide all their signees with a
database where the organic producers
have to upload their produced organic
stock. Afterwards, the traders place their
purchase order with these certified organic
producers. They have to register their pur-
chase on this database and pay a certain
fee for the use of the organic certification
on top of the price paid for the product.
This makes the system of organic food
channels quite transparent. Moreover,
companies/personnel listing with these
bodies go through stringent background
checks and multiple rounds of audit before

they are eligible to apply for such certifica-
tions. Once you are registered with these
bodies, there are surprise audits throughout
the year. For organic producers, it is a
process of 3 years after which they are offi-
cially certified organic.

Why does organic produce cost
more than conventional produce?
In terms of organic vegetables and
fruits, the process to apply for a certifica-
tion requires the farmer to get fresh decon-
taminated soil, for which a structure is cre-
ated in the ground to stop
mixing/contamination of the soil and then
the farmer has to get the soil tested (lab
tests are expensive). Thereafter, they need
to put up Poly Houses on the cultivable

land (also expensive) and arm those Poly
Houses with automated irrigation systems
and temperature-controlled systems. After
this is done, the farm goes through 3
stages of organic certification throughout
the first 3 years to finally be recognised as
organically certified.

Moreover, since there is no use of pesti-
cides or growth promoters, the time taken
for the crop to be fully mature is longer,
and the yield on an average is at least 20%
lesser than the conventional one.

Unlike conventional farms where the
birds are kept in less than 1 sq.ft. cages and
loaded with growth hormone to shorten
their growth period to a mere 30-35 days
and fed antibiotics to decrease the mortality
rate, in order to get a better yield, the “or-

!

THE ADDED CAPITAL
REQUIREMENT, THE
RISK OF RETURN AND
THE LONGER GROWTH
PERIOD OF ORGANIC
CROPS ADD
SUBSTANTIALLY TO THE
COST OF ORGANIC
PRODUCTS, MAKING IT
A RISKY AS WELL AS AN
EXPENSIVE AFFAIR FOR
THE FARMER

ganic farmers” need to invest in bigger
chunks of land for the birds to have space
of at least 3-4 sq.ft. per bird (when they are
inside the pen). Furthermore, these birds
need to be out in the open for at least 6
hours a day to be healthier. Moreover, with-
out the use of antibiotics it is really difficult
for the farmers to deal with diseases with
nothing but natural home remedies which, in
turn, renders a slightly higher mortality rate
among birds compared with those of con-
ventional produce. Also, since there is no use
of growth hormones the birds take on an
average of 45-60 days to be fully prepped.
Hence, the quality of birds grown organi-
cally have multiple benefits, including be-
ing antibiotic free, no GMO, residue free,
farm fresh and free-range meat.

The added capital requirement, the
added risk of return and the longer growth
period add substantially to the cost of the
organic products. Therefore, organic pro-
duceiis a risky as well as an expensive affair
for the farmer.

What makes Digi's Fresh different
from other online players in the
same category?

We work with a network of grassroot
farmers forming one single platform for all
organic, exotic, farm fresh, imported, pre-
mium products. We get all our products
straight from the farms delivered to your
doorstep. Along with the superior quality of
products, we also use chemical-free sanitisa-
tion methods that make all our produce
ready to use/consume.

This clubbed with our unique and bio-
degradable, eco-friendly packaging and our
personalised delivery fleet make for an excel-
lent customer experience. Further, we as a
brand believe in sustainable development
and efficient waste management, leading
to a complete and successful system. All our
packaging is either food-grade plastic
which is a necessity for our vacuum packs
or bio-degradable packaging.

As for our waste management, we have
tie-ups with multiple dog shelters through-
out Delhi where we donate all our excess
non-vegetarian items left after processing.
Moreover, we have tie-ups with cow shel-
ters where we donate all our excess vegeta-
bles and fruits left after processing and
packaging (no expired or spoilt items are
sent to these places).

Finally, please share your com-
pany'’s success journey with us.

In the beginning, my father started out as
a poultry farmer and with the relentless sup-
port of my mother, they turned the farms
into an exotic poultry business on a pan-In-
dia level. From the maternal side of the fam-
ily, my grandfather had one of his bigger
business ventures that dealt with wide sup-
plies of vegetables on a pan-India level.
Hence, | developed a business acumen for
it while growing up and observing the world
of business closely.

I would like to share with you what really
inspired me to finally take this up as a ca-
reer. Throughout senior school, | was strug-
gling with obesity and kept wondering how
to overcome it. When | went to Bangalore
for further studies, | started exploring
healthier options as a substitute for my
poor-eating habits and tried to adapt to a
healthier diet on a regular basis. Sure, it was
difficult to adjust to a whole new pattern,
but | was determined and consistent in my
approach. That was when | noticed a promi-
nent gap — a lot of the healthier food |
wanted was not readily available in the
market and had to be purchased from vari-
ous locations. However, this was not just re-
stricted to the Bangalore market as after fin-
ishing my studies, | came back to Delhi to
experience a similar problem.

That was when | saw it as an opportunity
to use my existing knowledge and experi-
ence, and club it together with the networks
and business expertise | had acquired over
the years, to capitalise on this situation and
fill this void in the market.

We began our business operations on
December 1, 2018, and our success graph
has been steadily growing ever since. Our
predominant pillars are quality and cus-
tomer satisfaction since all the products are
delivered straight from the farm. In the be-
ginning, we catered only in New Delhi. As
of today, we are catering to consumers in
Gurugram and Noida as well, and with the
overwhelming response we've received so
far, we are expected to cover all of NCR in
no time.

Digi's Fresh Customer care no. 9599939319 Website: www.digisfresh.com Email- Info@digisfresh.com
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The Road to Wellbeing

ORGANIC FOOD

An ‘organic’ shift

Although expensive compared to conventional produce, organic food is definitely the
way forward when it comes to boosting immunity and preventing a health scare

H ABHISHEK PATHAK

IME AND again, whenever we
are faced with food or health
scare, people look at disease
prevention and improving nutri-
tion by adopting a healthier dietary reg-
imen. Organic food are grown and
farmed without the use of artificial
chemicals, hormones, antibiotics or ge-
netically modified organisms (GMOs).
For a food to be certified organic, it
should be free from artificial food addi-
tives, including artificial sweeteners,
preservatives, colouring, flavouring and
monosodium glutamate (MSG).

Since the advent of COVID-19, peo-
ple have become more future facing to-
wards their health and the environ-
ment, and the organic food market
rightly captures that thought by fo-
cussing on farming techniques that
work with nature rather than that goes
against it. Not just fruits and vegeta-
bles, but even organically raised ani-
mals are not given any kind of growth
hormones, antibiotics etc, making them
very safe for human consumption. Or-
ganically grown food products are
much more nutritious, having higher
levels of antioxidants and certain mi-
cronutrients, such as vitamin C, zinc
and iron.

Several observational studies have
found that higher antioxidant content
in organic foods help protect cell dam-
age. They are preservative-free and
hence last longer than conventional
produce. Organic farming reduces risks
to environment. Organic produce is also
pesticides-free thus being a healthier
and safer alternative to conventional

‘ Organicisn’tjust about
growing and rearing
food without agrochemicals. It’s

about respecting the
environment, including the
people, animals, and plants that
live in that environment. It’s
about honesty. And justice. ”

—AYESHA GREWAL
FOUNDER, THE ALTITUDE STORE

produce.

Speaking about the growth of this
market, it is interesting to note that
within a relatively few years the organic
food industry has seen a booming busi-
ness, with every major retailer feeling
the push to have organic offerings for
consumers. The industry is a consumer-

driven market and it has clearly cap-
tured the imagination of people, with
its wholesome benefits and freshness
quotient over conventional produce.
Organic food concept doesn't fit in well
with many major food companies as
the vision of these companies is gener-
ally price over quality. In the past few
years, there has been a growing con-
cern among millennials regarding di-
etary habits, including consumption be-
haviour. This has shifted the focus of
today's young generation towards eat-
ing right and staying healthy.

For these reasons, the swing of
awareness has already tilted towards
consuming organic food. This is pre-
cisely the time that the farming com-
munity should look to adopt or shift to
organic farming, as people continue to

‘ ‘ Itis avery good

initiative. Covid-19
pandemic is a wake-up call for
the whole of humanity to eat
well & build immunity. |
compliment Indian Express for
coming out with this feature &
impressing upon the importance
of healthy eating.”

—SUNILPANWAR
DIRECTOR, FAIR DAIRY PVT LIMITED

find ways to boost their immune sys-
tem, to escape the ravages of COVID-
19. Overall, organic food embodies
principles of fairness and trust while
addressing issues of environmental pol-
lution, economic development and
healthy lifestyle.

Sunil Panwar, Director
Fair Dairy Private Limited

A healthy lifestyle makes all
bodily functions work better
and builds higher immunity.
Our traditional foods which
include grains, dairy
products, a combination of
herbs & spices, seasonal fruits
& vegetables are key
components of a healthy
lifestyle and play a vital role in
supporting a well-functioning
and effective immune system
and protects us against
infections and various
diseases.
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Day 2 of IGI flight ops: More
arrivals, fewer cancellations

ARANYASHANKAR
NEW DELHI,MAY 26

THE SECOND day of domestic
flight operations restarting at
Terminal 3 of the IGI Airport saw
137 departures and 140 arrivals
through the day. Compared to
Monday when 82 flights were
cancelled, Tuesday saw just 25
flights being cancelled. Unlike day
one, more passengers were seen
near the arrival gate than at the
departure area. Most said they
were either going home or re-
turning home to Delhi.

Yash C (24) had taken a flight
from Mumbai to Delhi on Tuesday
morning and was waiting to
board another one to Amritsar; his
hometown. “Iworkinadvertising
in Mumbai. I was there through
thelockdown butitwasgettinga
little hectic to manage working
from home and doing household
chores. So, I decided to return
home and stay with my parents,”
he said, lauding the safety precau-
tions takenin flight.

Ashish Tiwari (48)also turned
up hoursinadvance at the airport
to board his night flight to
Lucknow. “I work in Delhi for a
multi-national company so [ got
stuck here when the lockdown
was announced. But it has been
too long and I want to go back

AtIndira Gandhi International Airport, Tuesday. Gajendra Yadav

home to my family. I came early
expecting delays and chaos but it
all seems smooth here,” he said.
There were also those who
had got stuckin other cities. Gopal
Singh (66) arrived Tuesday with
his wife, daughter-in-law and
three grandchildren. “My son
passed away late last year due to
a heart attack. We had gone to
Surat to bring back my grandchil-
dren and daughter-in-law when
the lockdown was announced.
Now, we have brought them to
Gurgaon where we stay,” he said.
Rajinder Kaur (60)tooka flight
to Delhi as her son and daughter
insisted: “They stay and work
here. They insisted I come here
now if [ have the chance, so I took

the flight. My husband had
reached by road afew days ago for
his kidney treatment. I was wor-
ried but it all seems to have gone
smoothly,” she said.

In fact, several were travelling
for medical reasons. Dr Deepali
Khandelwal (45)arrived with her
husband and nephew. “My hus-
band has had jaundice for the last
6-8 weeks. We have an appoint-
ment tomorrow at [LBS because
he needs urgent attention. It's an
emergency situation sowe had to
take therisk,” she said.

Some people also said they
were travelling for work. Vatsala
Singh(26),alawyer for the Indian
Army, said she was travelling to
join her regiment.

SEVEN HOURS AFTERBIRTH

Infant dies between hospitals, Gautam
Budh Nagar admin launches probe

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, MAY 26

THE GAUTAM Budh Nagar ad-
ministration has initiated an in-
quiry after a baby died seven
hours after he was born, with his
father alleging he had to rush
from one hospital to another for
treatment.

“It has been observed that
Krishna Life Line Hospital did not
provide the infant with ambu-
lance services, and no medical
official accompanied the infant
while being transferred. Further,
the hospital did not provide the

infant’s family with a proper re-
ferral slip. Due to lack of referral,
the infant was taken toa CHCin
Dadri, where there was no child
specialist. Eventually, the infant
was declared brought dead at
the Sector 30 Super Speciality
Hospital,” said Dr Deepak Ohri,
CMO, Gautam Budh Nagar.
According to medical author-
ities, the child was born around
9.30 pm on Monday at Krishna
Hospital and his family was al-
legedly asked to shift him halfan
hour later. Officials said the in-
quiry will reveal why the family
was asked to take the baby away.
Officials said the child was

Chinese-origin woman alleges
attack by man in Greater Noida

Noida: A 32-year-old woman of
Chinese origin living in ATS
Paradiso, Greater Noida, alleged
she was attacked by a fellow resi-
dent when she gave water to a
stray dog Monday morning. Police
said the man, Amarpal Singh, was
taken into preventive custody.
The woman, Carol Zouhui,

claimed: “Iwas walking in the so-
ciety whenastray dog started fol-
lowing me. I gave it some water.
Suddenly, it tried to attackanother
man’s petdog. | asked the guard
for help. I started walking away,
when the man started hitting me
with the guard’s stick.”

— ASHNA BUTANI

‘Poor internet, no study material’: Survey finds
DU open-book exam is not feasible for many

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

A SURVEY of over 50,000 Delhi
University students, conducted
by the Delhi University Teachers'
Association (DUTA), has found
that 85% respondents do not feel
that they are in a position to ap-
pear for online Open Book
Examinations (OBE) as proposed
by the university.

The university has been closed
since mid-March, and earlier this
month, the administration an-
nounced its proposal to conduct
OBEsforits final-year undergrad-
uate and postgraduate studentsin
July. This was met with resistance
from some teachers and students,
who have argued that it is not a
feasible or inclusive decision for
the diverse student body — many
of whomare from SC,ST,OBCand
economically weaker back-
grounds, and are from different
parts of the country.

DUTA conducted a survey on
the preparedness for such exam-
inations to which 51,453 stu-

dents had responded, of which
around 92% were undergraduate
students. Approximately 50% of
the respondents were also those
whose homes are not in Delhi.

While colleges and depart-
ments are supposed to be con-
ducting online learning for its
students, this teaching-learning
exercise has been highly uneven,
as has been reported by The
Indian Express earlier.

This problem is particularly
stark for students from Jammu
and Kashmir, whose access to the
internet has been interrupted for
the last 10 months. Saqib Yetoo,
a final-year student of St
Stephen’s College from Kulgam
district, said: “We only have 2G
connectivity... which is not con-
stant. I have logged in for about
30%of the online classes, but that
was to just putinmy attendance
because it would buffer every
few seconds and I couldn't un-
derstand what was being said.
PDFfiles of just 2-3 MBtake atleast
half an hour to download. It has
been o difficult that I submitted
even my internal assignment

The university has been shut
since mid-March. Archive

one-and-a-half months late. To
now expect us to write exams in
this manner is absurd.”

Even the dissemination of
study material seems to be un-
even, with 11.9% respondents say-
ing they have not received study
material during the lockdown,
and 38.1% saying they are not be-
ing able to access the study ma-
terial sent by their teachers. The
reasons for these seem to vary,

with 10.9% respondents saying
they have 2G internet connec-
tion, and 6.7% saying that they
have no internet connection.

Less than half the respon-
dents have a 4G connection.
Additionally, only 15.5% respon-
dents said they have laptops,
with 74.1%relying only on smart-
phones, which are not conducive
to studying academic material.

A final-year history student
at Shivaji College, who studies in
the Hindi medium, pointed out
the language divide in the distri-
bution of online study material.
“In our class of 36 students,
around 22 are Hindi-medium
students. For each topic, we need
three-four readings. Earlier, even
if our teachers didn’t provide us
Hindi material, we could go to the
library and find some relevant
books. Now, all study material
sent by teachers is in English. In
the university's virtual learning
platform, 80% of the material is in
English. We are just being left far
behind in this,” he said.

Mayank, a history student
of Dyal Singh College,

does not own a laptop and finds
his capacity to study stunted by
thelackof a properreading device.
“Studying long articles and books
on my phone is very difficult and
it gives me a headache. ButIcan’t
access physical copies of study
material as libraries are closed and
academic books are too expensive
toorder online,” he said.

Atthe time the lockdown was
declared, many students had re-
turned home for the varsity’s
week-long mid-semester Holi
break and had not carried their
study material with them —
somethingall students The Indian
Express spoke to referred to.

Asmany as 55.4%respondents
said they do not have their read-
ing material and class notes from
before the lockdown with them
and cannot access them.

In a letter to the Heads of
Department, Dean Exams Vinay
Gupta had stated that under the
“Open-Book” mode of examina-
tion, students can refer to study
material to answer questions.
They would download question
papers for their respective course
from home, and be required toup-
load answers within two hours.
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then taken to Green City
Hospital in Greater Noida,
where he was kept for two
hours on a ventilator before the
family was again told to shift
him to another hospital, said of-
ficials. At4.30 am, the baby was
declared dead on arrival in
Sector 30 District Hospital.

Anotice has been sent to the
Greater Noida hospital as well
and action will be taken if neces-
sary, said Dr Ohri, CMO, in the
order. Both hospitals did not re-
spond to calls and messages
seeking a comment.

The father, Raj Kumar, alleged
he pleaded with doctors at the

hospitals for clarity on his son’s
health. “When my child was
born in Krishna, doctors told us
his heart is the only functioning
organ and that he needs to be
taken somewhere else. [ imme-
diately took my wife home and
rushed to Green City. I kept
pleading with them to tell me if
my baby will live or not. The doc-
tors told me they didn’t want to
take any risk since the survival
chances of my child were less
than 1%,” claimed Kumar.

After being kept on ventilator
for two hours, Kumar claims he
was told his son’s heart was func-
tioning at 65% capacity. Standing

with his son on the road, Kumar
said he called an ambulance
which he alleged took two hours
toarrive. When he took the infant
toaCHCinDadri, he wasaallegedly
told there was no ventilator. The
baby’s condition began worsen-
ing and he suffered heart failure
enroute to the Sector 30 hospital.

“I keep hearing of the govern-
ments emphasising on ventila-
tors and yet there was none for
my baby. Even after he died, the
ambulance told us they could
not ferry us to Greater Noida. So
Istood on the road with my dead
child, waiting for my brother to
pick me up,” he alleged.

Saad told of Covid threat,
paid no heed: Police to HC

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

THE DELHI Police, in a status re-
port filed in the Delhi High Court,
submitted that Maulana Saad and
the Markaz management were
verbally informed about the haz-
ard posed by Covid-19 on several
occasions, yet “they deliberately,
willfully, negligently and malig-
nantly disobeyed the lawful direc-
tions promulgated in this regard”.

The status report was sent by
DCP (Crime HQ) Joy Tirkey, who
informed the HC that no one has
been arrested or detained in this
case. Over 900 Tablighi Jamaat at-
tendees have joined the probe
and passports of 723 foreign na-
tionals and 23 Nepalese nationals
have been taken into possession
by police, the court was told.

Citing thaton April 2, the MHA
blacklisted 960 foreigners present
in India on tourist visas for their
involvement in Tablighi Jamaat
activities, the Delhi Police submit-
ted: “That participation in Tablighi
Jamaat by these foreign nationals
who had entered India on tourist
visa was in violation of the provi-
sions of the VisaManual 2019 and
as such the act made them liable
tobe prosecuted under section 14
of The Foreigners Act, 1946.”

The status report claimed
thaton March 21, Markaz author-
ities were contacted by Delhi
Police. The police said one Mufti
Shahzad was apprised about
Covid-19 and was asked to send
foreigners back to their respec-
tive countries and Indians to their
native places. “However, no one
paid any heed to the lawful direc-
tions of Delhi Police. Moreover,

The Nizamuddin Markaz emerged as a Covid hotspot. Archive

an audio recording purportedly
by Maulana Mohd Saad, head of
the Tablighi Jamaat, was found in
circulation on WhatsApp on
21.03.2020, in which the speaker
was heard asking his followers to
defy the lockdown and social dis-
tancing and to attend the reli-
gious gathering of the Markaz,”
the report read.

Police told the court that in
view of the lockdown on March
24, prohibitory orders were is-
sued by ACP Lajpat Nagar restrict-
ing social/political/religious gath-
eringinthe area. Ameeting by an
SHO took place on March 24 at-
tended by Maulana Saad and the
Markaz management, it said.

“However, Maulana Mohd
Saad and the Markaz
Management did not inform any
Health Department or other
Government Agency about the
huge gatheringinside the Markaz.
They deliberately, willfully, negli-
gently and malignantly disobeyed
lawful directions promulgated in
this regard. Written notices were
also issued to Maulana Mohd
Saad and Markaz Management.

However, they refused to pay any
heed,” the report read.

The report stated around
1,300 devotees from various states
and foreign countries were found
in the premises “without main-
taining any social distance”.

“No one was seen following
the directions such as use of facial
mask, hand sanitisers, etc.
Maulana Mohd Saad, others
named above and the manage-
ment of Markaz had deliberately,
willfully, negligently and malig-
nantly committed acts which
were in direct contravention to
lawful directions of the govern-
mentand publicservants,” the re-
port stated.

The report stated that Saad
and others had “allowed a huge
gathering to assemble inside a
closed premises, over a pro-
tracted period of time, without
any semblance of social distanc-
ing or provision of masks and
sanitisers, and thereby caused a
situation where a highly infec-
tious disease... may spread and
threaten the lives of inmates and
general public at large”.
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Research Institute, Bangalore.
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DIPR/DDU/144/2020-21

E- TENDER NOTIFICATION

e-Tenders are invited through e-procurement portal for the
Maintenance of medical Gas Pipeline and Manifold at
attached hospitals of Bangalore Medical College and

details can be viewed, downloaded and applied only
through the e-procurement mode only Website:
https://www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in. Interested tenderers
have to register in the e-procurement portal, details of
which can be viewed in the said website.

(1) Commencement date for uploading of tenders:
26.05.2020 (2) Last date for uploading the tenders:
10.06.2020 before 4.30 PM (3) Date of opening of tenders :

for further details contact Director cum Dean, Bangalore
medical college and Research Institute, Bangalore.

Bangalore Medical College &
Research Institute, Bangalore

Date : 22.05.2020

and other related
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Director cum Dean
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NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
Tender No. Description Due date
Optical Brightening Agent on cost per kg basis
202113 |for Paper M/c No.1,2&3
000708 |a) Wet End OBA 10.06.2020
b) Surface OBA
DAF Chemicals De-inking Plant
202113 |A. Flocculant Anionic
000667 |b. Flocculant Cationic 09.06.2020
c. Coagulant Strong Cationic
Manufacture and Supply of Stainless Steel (SS)
SI.No 1 [Pipes for Hardwood Cooking area at TNPL Unit-| 10.06.2020
I MEP
Manufacture and Supply of Stainless Steel (SS)
SI.No 2 [Pipe Fittings for Hardwood Cooking area at TNPL| 10.06.2020
Unit-1l MEP
202123 |, ) )
000203 Liquid non ferric alum for TNPL Unit-Il 10.06.2020
202113000708 & 202113000667 - purchase.rawmatl@tnpl.co.in
Email S.No: 1&2- pmd5@tnpl.co.in
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A group waits outside Kalupur railway station. They say they
have not got a train for the last 20 days. javed Raja

PATIALA 2:15PM

Asocial worker distributes water bottles to migrants waiting
for a Special Shramik train on Tuesday. Harmeet Sodhi
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MAIMTARN DIETANCE FOR MOW

Arjun, who hails from Fatehpur, returns from Guru Nanak Dev Stadium with his family after being told no trains are
departing on Tuesday for Uttar Pradesh. As a washerman, he used to make around Rs7,000 per month before the
lockdown. He had first registered for a train on May 2, and is still waiting for a ride home. Gurmeet Singh

A group of migrants at the Delhi-Ghaziabad border near
Ghazipur Mandi on Tuesday. Prem Nath Pandey

Migrants from Bihar waiting for train tickets at the PMPML
bus stand on Tuesday. Arul Horizon

DELAYS CUT, TRAINS NEVER GET LOST, SAYS RAILWAYS OFFICER

As Shramik Spls ‘stray’, Rlys notifies ‘route
rationalisation’ to explam diversions

AVISHEK GDASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

WITH DIVERSION of Shramik
Special trains to navigate network
congestion blowing upintoacon-
troversy, evenas delayed running
of these trains and shortage of
food and water on board continue
to plague the Railways, the na-
tional transporter has officially no-
tified the alternative or diverted
pathsand called it route “rational-
isation”.

The diversions have been
done sothat trains are not held up
atone place for hours without wa-
ter and food, a senior Railways of-
ficial told The Indian Express.

Atrain, this officeremphasised
toreject the criticism, “never gets
lost”.

According to Railways officials,
there are multiple ways fora train
to reach a destination from a
“source” - ororiginating - station,
and a “rationalised route” is one
that may not be the usual route
during normal times. But since the
new routeis notified,and is sched-
uled within the system, it cannot
be technically called a diversion,
an official explained.

Officials said this helps better
planning of meals and watering
of trains en route, and also cuts
down the element of surprise for
railway divisions on the way.

Shramik Special trains bound
for Bihar and further on were ear-
lier delayed by an average 24
hours, which officials said have
come down to under five hoursin

UP to open up
public parks

Lucknow: The UP government
Tuesday directed all districts to
open up public parks for morn-
ing walks and set timings for
their functioning, the state's
chief secretary, Awanish Kumar
Awasthi, said. He added that lo-
cal authorities would have toen-
sure proper patrolling in the
parks to ensure social distancing
and security.

Also, the government has
asked all the state's divisions to
come up witha plan to establish
an integrated office so that sub-
divisional offices can all be
brought under oneroof. ENS

Over 1,500 migrant workers gather at Thane station to board
aSpecial Shramik train to UP on Tuesday. Deepak Joshi

the last couple of days. “No diver-
sions now. All trains originating
during the last three days are run-
ning on their pre-scheduled ratio-
nalised routes,” a ministry
spokesperson said.

Officials said Manikpur
Junction of North Central Railway,
which normally falls on route of
most of these trains from western
India to destinations in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar, was a major
source of congestion until a cou-
ple of days ago, as trains from
Central Railway and Western
Railway converged there. While
normally it tooka train around 90
minutes to cross this section,
trains were taking up to four hours
or so due to congestion.

But the “rationalised route
plan” has assigned other routes
through Northern Railway, West-
Central Railway and North
Western Railway to decongest
Manikpur, and other such cross-
ings, and given destination sta-

tionsabreather, they maintained.

Given capacity constraints,
some railway zones have de-
creased and even stopped loading
of goods trains to make way for
Shramik Specials.

Officials said while busy sec-
tions such as Allahabad that see
off around 300 trains one way
every day in normal times are
handling fewer - around 250 -
Shramik Specials per day, these
trains are not running as per a set
timetable. Field officials told The
Indian Express that politicisation
of the Shramik Specials have led
to “indiscriminate” introduction
of these trains without looking at
network and handling capacity.

“At the source station, board-
ingistakingalong time after con-
cluding all health protocol. Soif a
train misses its scheduled path set
by us,ithastoeatintoorsharean-
other train’s path,” a senior official
said. “Places like Gorakhpur,
which do not have terminal ca-

pacity toreceive so many trainsin
quick succession, takes time tore-
lease platforms. This results in pil-
ing up of trains.”

With availability of meals in
diverted trains proving tobeama-
jor pain point, the Railways has
amended its General Financial
Rules to enable a divisional rail-
way manager to spend uptoRs 1
lakh for each train to arrange for
food, water, etc. Officials in IRCTC
said the PSU has so far supplied at
least 74 lakh meals on board the
Shramik Specials, but delivering
to the diverted, unscheduled
trains has been a challenge.

Tomake up for this, divisional
officers in places such as UP and
Bihar, among others, have made
use of the new financial powers to
arrange for food at remote loca-
tions, as also to load precooked
food on trains.

OnTuesday, Railways planned
torun 315 Shramik Special trains,
a majority of which were sched-
uled from Maharashtra. However,
Railways Minister Piyush Goyal
stated that only 27 could be run.
He tweeted: “Eight five of 145
trainsarranged from Maharashtra
were supposed to run today. But
since the state government could
notarrange passengers, we could
runonly 27 by 6 PM...”

Until Monday, 3,274 Shramik
Specials were run to transport
more than 44 lakh passengers;
over 1 crore water bottles and 74
lakh free meals were distributed,
the Railways said in a statement.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Girl in Nainital quarantine dies
of snakebite, 3 officials booked

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, MAY 26

THREE GOVERNMENT employ-
ees have been booked after a
snakebite killed a 7-year-old girl
quarantined along with her fam-
ily at a school in Nainital on
Monday.

The girl, identified as Anjali,
and four members of her family
had come from Delhi, and were
scheduled toleave for their home
from the quarantine on Tuesday.

Anjali's uncle Khim Singh al-
leged he had told quarantine in-
charge and revenue sub-inspec-
tor Rajpal Singh that he feared
snake attack as the campus was
surrounded by a thicket of bushes.

Rajpal Singh didn’t receive the
call when the girl’s uncle tried to
inform that his niece was bitten
by a snake early morning, said
sub-divisional magistrate (SDM)
Richa Singh. The girl was taken to
a Community Health Centre
where doctors declared her dead
at 1:30 pm, said the SDM.

CLASS 12 STATE BOARD ExAMS TO RESUME TODAY

Kerala takes first step back to school with exams: 20 students to a hall

SHAJUPHILIP &
VISHNU VARMA
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
KOCHI, MAY 26

SOCIAL DISTANCING, thermal
screening, hand sanitisers, only
20 students in a hall, and strict
instructions against children
huddling together.

Kerala had all the guidelines
in place when it became the
first state in the country to re-
sume the school board exams
that were stalled by more than
two months due to the ongoing
Covid lockdown.

But it was a challenging task

for officials to ensure that the
guidelines were adhered to as
4.25 lakh students reached
2,945 centres for the class 10
state board exams, and 29,458
students turned up at 389 cen-
tres for the vocational higher
secondary tests across the state
on Tuesday.

The Class 12 state board ex-
ams will resume Wednesday,
with 3,79,519 students ex-
pected at 2,032 centres. The
school exams are scheduled to
continue till the month-end.

“We are not approaching the
exams with fear, but with vigil.
All students have been given
masks and pamphlets on Covid-

Rajpal allegedly neither
picked the call nor informed his
seniors about the incident. SDM
said Rajpal Singh, village develop-
ment officer Umesh Joshi and as-
sistant teacher Karan Singh were
found negligent in addressing the
complaints and responding.
Umesh and Karan were also un-
aware about the incident till af-
ternoon.

The SDM said the three have
been charged under various IPC
sections, including 304 A (caus-
ing death by negligence).

Social distancing in place for exam. Nitin RK

19 guidelines. Students have
been told to ensure social dis-
tancing, right from the time

they step out of their homes,”
said Director of Public
Instruction Jeevan Babu.

‘Unassigned’ cases near 3,000,
rise as curbs on movement lifted

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

WITHTHE increase in inter-state
movement of people, the num-
ber of Covid-19 cases that are
“unassigned” to any state has
quadrupled over the past week
t02,970.

Only nine states in the coun-
try have a case load thatis higher
than that number.

Cases in the unassigned cat-
egory make up 2 per cent of the
country's 145,380 cases of coro-
navirus infection as of Tuesday,
and could potentially skew the
case curves of several states.

The category “Cases being re-
assigned to states” was intro-
duced in mid-May. Numbers un-
der that head grew from 230 on
May 16 to 1,403 on May 21, to
2,970 cases on May 26. The cat-
egory has no information on re-
covery or deaths within this
group, unlike the other state cat-
egories.

Government officials said
that the category captures the
cases where discrepancies exist
between the person’s home
state and current state.

A senior official of the
Integrated Disease Surveillance
Programme (IDSP) told The

CASE COUNT: THE CHANGING PICTURE

A look at how Covid-19 case counts in states
are changing as migrants return home
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Indian Express that the unas-
signed category has been grow-
ing because of the increased in-
ter-state travel in the country —
a sign of how countrywide
movement could impact the ef-
forts to track the epidemic.
“Those are the cases where
we need to reassign because
where they are admitted or
where they are being quaran-
tined still needs to be deter-

mined. For example, truck driv-
ers.They have gone somewhere,
they become symptomatic, and
they get tested. A state now
needs to own them. Once their
test is positive, it comes into the
system. But the system doesn’t
know in which state this person
hastobe putin,” the official said.

An official from the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) said: “The rule we use is

thatwherever someone s tested
is the automatic location in-
putted.If, for example, someone
from UP is tested in Delhi, the
testing sample will be assigned
to Delhi. But what if during sam-
ple collection, the person said
they are from UP? Then, once a
positive sample comes back, we
need to determine exactly which
location is this patient in now —
for hospitalisation, quarantine,
etc. So every day, we have to shift
the locations once the informa-
tion is found.”

The unassigned category has
been growing within states as
well. In Andhra Pradesh for ex-
ample, there are now 312 cases
- more than 10 per cent of the
state's 2,719 confirmed cases -
with no district-level assign-
ment. In Tamil Nadu, the unas-
signed category has grown from
40 on May 21 to 92 on Tuesday.
In Gujarat, it grew from 26 to 43
in that same time.

Between May 1 and May 15,
two-thirds of the 1,000 Shramik
Special trains carrying migrants
home took 8 lakh passengers
from Red Zones to Green or
Orange Zones. Domestic flights
resumed on Monday, and over
the past few weeks, vehicle
movement between states too
has picked up.

Pinarayi slams Rlys for sending trains ‘without notice’

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MAY 26

KKERALA CHIEF Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Tuesday said the
Railways sending trains to Kerala
without prior information would
undermine measures taken by
the state to contain the spread of
Covid-19. He said the issue had
been brought to the notice of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Last week, after the Railways
sent a train to Kerala from
Mumbai without informing the
state government about its stop
inKannur, the Chief Minister had
written to Railways Minister
Piyush Goyal saying the state
must be informed in advance
about such trains. “He was told
that such a step would dent the
steps being taken by the govern-

Officials said that about
5,000 thermal screening de-
vices were purchased, and over
the last few days, all centres dis-
infected by fire and rescue
teams. After the first session,
the halls, benches and desks
were disinfected again for the
afternoon.

And with public transport
services still not available in
many districts, schools
arranged conveyance for stu-
dents using PTA funds. In many
cases, officials said, parents
dropped their children at the
centres.

“Students who could not
clear the thermal screening,

A

2\
| G |

Pinarayi Vijayan

=, 15

ment to spread the disease. But,
even after that, the Railways de-
cided to send a train to Kerala
from Mumbai. So this issue has
been brought to the attention of
the Prime Minister. It is a matter
undermining our precautions,”
he said.

The CM said the government
isof the view that people fromall
areas should come back to the
state but at the same time, strict

were in quarantine, or had fam-
ily members under home quar-
antine, were allotted special
rooms. They were asked to not
hand over answer sheets to
teachers, but deposit them in
special bags,” said Babu.

For the teachers deployed as
invigilators, gloves will be pro-
vided every day, and kept in
colour-coded packets for dis-
posal.

“Steps have also taken to en-
sure minimum contact be-
tween students and teachers at
schools. The attendance sheets
were not passed from one stu-
dent to another for signing, in-
stead the invigilators took the

New Delhi

rules must be adopted to prevent
the spread of the disease.
“Trains are coming to Kerala
from all parts of the country and
there are norestrictions. Our only
condition is that there should be
prior intimation from the
Railways. They should give us the
list of passengers who have
booked tickets. In the same way, it
is important and compulsory for
passengers to register on the
Covid Jagratha portal before the
journey. We will be prepared to
receive the passengers. Those
who arrive here are screened at
the railway station and sent to
home quarantine. But we need to
have thelistin advance so that we
canensure thereis a proper facil-
ity for home quarantine. Any fail-
ure todo sowould undermine the
measures taken by the govern-
ment... thereby prevent the
spread of the disease,” he said.

count. The practice of teachers
signing the answer sheets and
affixing seals at the end was also
done away with,” Babu said.

On the ground, meanwhile,
many schools witnessed offi-
cials and parents joining hands
to ensure that the exams stayed
on track — some PTA members
even helped in disinfecting the
centres under the guidance of
local health workers.

For instance, in Kochi’s
Edappally Government Higher
Secondary School in Kochi, the
PTA sent details of seating
arrangements directly to stu-
dents through WhatsApp to
avoid crowding.

KERALAGOVTTO
RAMP UP TESTING

Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala
government has decided to
step up daily testing as
Covid-19 number has seen
an upward swing with the
arrival of people from abroad
and hotspot states. Till two
weeks ago, Kerala has been
testing 700-800 samples a
day. The state on Tuesday re-
ported 67 new cases, the
largest single-day rise so far,
taking the total to 963. The
number of active cases rose
to415 onTuesday from 16 on
May 8,a day after evacuation
flights began landing in
Kerala. Since then, the Covid-
19 curve in Kerala has been
going up. ENS

In addition, students were
advised to not share stationery
or water bottles. And as soon as
the exams were over, they were
directed to head straight home
without interacting with other
students.

There was a minor problem,
though.

“Around two dozen stu-
dents did not have any com-
muting  options from
Mulavukad, which is 12 km
from the school. We asked the
local MLA, P T Thomas, if he
could help. A bus was immedi-
ately arranged,” said
Sankaranarayanan, the school
principal.
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Aim of lockdown “failed’,
Rahul asks govt about plan B

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

CONGRESS LEADER Rahul Gandhi
on Tuesday said the aim and pur-
pose of the nationwide lockdown
has “failed” and asked the Centre
tospell outits strategy now to con-
tain the spread of coronavirus.

Rahul also said “haphazard”
lifting of the lockdown could re-
sult in a second wave of the pan-
demicinIndia —one which could
be “extremely devastating.”

Addressing an online press
conference, the Congress MPsaid
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had told the country that India will
defeat the virus in 21 days, and
pointed out that the lockdown has
not produced the result Modi had
in mind. “Clearly, the Prime
Minister and his advisers had un-
derestimated the scale of the bat-
tle India had to launch to defeat
coronavirus,” he said.

Using cricket terminology,
Rahul said the Prime Minister was
quick to take centrestage in the
early stages but has stepped back
and “gone on the back foot” at a
time when his leadership is most
needed.

Hesaid: “He (Modi) played on
the front foot initially. Now he is
not to be seen. But the country
wants to see the Prime Minister.
He will have to tell the country
how to go forward. He will have to
come on the front foot again, ag-
gressively — he has gone on the
back foot. I am from the
Opposition butlam telling him to
come on the front foot again.”

Rahul said state governments
are not getting adequate support
from the Centre and feeling “ham-
strung” as a result. He said chief
ministers of Congress-governed
states have told him that they are
“fighting a lonely battle” without
adequate supportfromthe Centre.

Rahul Gandhi

Prakash Javadekar

“Whatwe are facing right now
is a failed lockdown because the
goal of thelockdown, as stated by
the Prime Minister on national tel-
evision, was that we will defeat
the disease in 21 day... These are
not my words; these are the PM's
words...now we are coming to the
end of the fourth lockdown and
the disease profile is not reduc-
ing.” He added, “So what we ex-
pected from the lockdown has not
occurred. Disease profile is shoot-
ingup.”

First imposed on March 25
and extended thrice, the lock-
downends on May 31.

The former Congress president
said India is the only country
“where the virus is exponentially
rising and we are removing the
lockdown”. He said there should
beastrategy toensure that the dis-
ease does not “runamok” once the
lockdown is lifted. “I am worried
thatin a non-lockdown situation,
inahaphazard opening up, we will
get a second wave of corona that
will be extremely devastating.”

“It is pretty clear that the aim
and purpose of the lockdown has
failed. What India is facing now,
whatisinfrontof us, is the result of
afailed lockdown. What we want
tounderstandis, the government’s
view (of it)... going forward. We
want to understand what their
strategy is.Itis pretty clear that the
four stages of lockdown have not
produced theresult that the Prime
Minister expected,” he said.

HC: Too early to give
Gujarat govt certificate

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD, MAY 26

ITWAS too early to give a certifi-
cate to the state government, the
Gujarat High Court said during
an urgent hearing on a civil ap-
plication the government
moved on Monday seeking clar-
ifications on the court’s May 22
order while rebutting certain ob-
servations by the court.

The civil application sought
to clarify its position on some
scathing observations made by
the court regarding the condi-
tion of the Ahmedabad Civil
Hospital, comparing it to “dun-
geons or worse".

Tothe state’s objection on the
court taking cognizance of an
anonymous letter written by a
resident doctor, the court said
that while the government dis-
missed itas "rubbish", noresident
doctor “would muster the cou-
rage of coming forward disclos-
ing his identity for the purpose of
redressing such grievances".

Defending itself against the
court's criticism on the higher
mortality rate at the civil hospi-
tal, the government said it could
notbe compared to Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation-run
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel hospi-
tal because it was taking more
critical patients. The bench said
the court will visit the civil hos-
pital "one fine morning” and end
all controversy.

Situation in

Ahmedabad
better than Italy,
France: govt

Ahmedabad: Defending itself in
acivil application seeking clarifi-
cation on the Gujarat High
Court’s May 22 order that said
the Ahmedabad civil hospital
was “as good as a dungeon or
worse”, the Gujarat government,
said its (Ahmedabad's) Covid-19
situation was better than Italy
and France, which had compa-
rable populations.

According to the state gov-
ernment, “...the rise in number
of Covid-19 cases has been sub-
stantially slow in the state as
compared to the said countries”
despite the latter having supe-
rior medical facilities. “Similarly,
the number of deaths has been
substantially less in Gujarat as
compared to Italy and France,”
the application before the HC
said.

The application moved by
the government prayed before
the court thatit be “kind enough
toclarify that the...observations”
of HC, which were based on “the
anonymous letter of the
Resident Doctor and the anony-
mous report of the Medical
Officer of the Civil Hospital, do
not reflect the true picture of the
ground realities.” ENS

BJP hits back:

Doubling rate up
from 3 to 13 days
under lockdown

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

THE BJP on Tuesday hit back at
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
for slamming the Centre's lock-
down strategy.

Union Minister Prakash
Javadekar said, “Rahul Gandhi
gave a wrong statement. | want
to tell him, when the lockdown
was imposed, doubling rate of
infection was three days. Now
the infection takes 13 days to
double. This is India's success,
and everyone's success.”

He said the “whole world is
praising India” for imposing the
lockdown “at the right time”.

Javadekar added, “When the
lockdown was imposed, the
Congress was upset why it was
imposed across the country;
(they said) the economy will be
destroyed. They opposed the im-
position of the lockdown and
now are opposing the relaxation.
This is their doublespeak.
Compared to the loss faced by
thE US, France, Britain, Spain,
Italy, Iran, Brazil, and China, India
hasbeenrelatively less affected.”

MILIND GHATWAI

Guards, vegetable vendors inICMR list
of frontline workers who need testing

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

POLICE PERSONNEL at check
points, building security guards,
airport staff, bus drivers and staff,
vegetable vendors and pharma-
cists have been identified by
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) as “frontline
workers” who need to be tested
for Covid-19if they show flu-like
symptoms. This is in addition to
healthcare workers, paramedics
and returning migrants.

As per the revision of testing
strategy on May 18, “all sympto-
matic (ILI symptoms) health care
workers /frontline workers in-
volved in containment and mit-
igation of COVID19” need to be
tested for the Novel Coronavirus
(SARS-CoV2). ILI or influenza-
like symptoms are the symp-
toms associated with flusuch as
fever, sore throat, body ache.

Symptomatic healthcare
workers were eligible for testing
from the very start, butinclusion
of other frontline workers was
the big takeaway of the last test-
ing strategy revision. However, a
document drawn up by the ICMR
on the general way forward on
testing shows how widespread
that definition is set to become.

Apart from paramedics and
healthcare workers, the full list
includes: “Security staff at build-
ings both private and Govt, Police
personnel manning check-
points/ roads (In certain indus-
trial areas/ business establish-
ments), airport staff, Air India
team involved in the evacuation,
migrant labourers returning to
States, bus driver and associated
staff, Certain category of shops
like - pharmacist, vegetable ven-

—  TEST —

dors, banks, etc.” The last three
are particularly in congested ar-
eas of cities and high-
incidence/containment zones.

The Covid-19 outbreak in
India is currently concentrated
in cities, with 70% cases and
deathsin 10 cities.

However, sources said, the
ICMR’s list has been drawn up
with an eye also on identifying
emerging hotspots. “We have to
gradually move to testing ‘front-
line’ workers as per the ex-
panded definition. This is the
way forward. This document has
been drawn up also with special
focus on the eastern region
where testing facilities are lim-
ited and authorities are still get-
ting used to the containment
and contact tracing drill,” said a
source. The document also reit-
erated the general testing prin-
ciples such as RT-PCR being the
gold standard and antibody tests
being good for surveillance.

It is also partly with this ex-
panded definition in mind that
ICMR is looking at ramping up
testing capacity to 2 lakh aday. A
lot of the fresh testing is expected
to be from the eastern states
where infrastructure is scarce.
Seventeen testing laboratories
eacharebeing set upinBiharand
Qdisha, 27 in Uttar Pradesh and
36in West Bengal.

The Ministry of Health on
Tuesday held a meeting with
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Bihar,
UP and MP, asking for states to
take care of the immediate
health needs of migrant workers
by activating existing health in-
frastructure such as Ayushman
Bharat health and wellness cen-
tres and complete enumeration
atthe village level of comorbidi-
ties if any.

Apolice officer helps an elderly migrant put on a mask after his arrival at Bikaner’s Lalgarh
junction to board a special train to his native place Motihari in Bihar on Tuesday. P11

Centre asks states, UT's to negotiate
with pvt labs, bring down test price

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

EVEN AS private diagnostic labo-
ratories cite the Rs 4,500 price cap
as one of the pain points for their
coronavirus testing numbers stag-
nating at less than 20 per cent of
daily tests done in the country, the
Centre wants the price to be re-
duced further.

This is in the light of availabil-
ity of indigenous testing kits and
other supplies, unlike in March,
whenall these had tobe imported
amid tough global competition.

In aletter to states and Union
Territories on Monday, Dr Balram
Bhargava, Secretary, Department

of Health Research, wrote: “Now,
testing supplies are also stabiliz-
ing and many of you have started
procuring such kits from local
market. Due to varied options of
testing materials/ kits, including
indigenous ones, prices are be-
coming competitive and are un-
dergoing reduction.... ICMR con-
tinuously advocates aggressive
testing of 1Ll symptomatic per-
sons, for which RT-PCR test is con-
sidered as Gold Standard.” He
wrote, “In this backdrop,and keep-
ing in view the evolving prices of
testing commodities, the earlier
suggested upper ceiling of INR
4,500 vide letter dated 17/3/2020
may not be applicable now”.
Therefore, Bhargava stated, all

state governments and UT admin-
istrations are “advised to negoti-
ate with private labs and fix mutu-
ally agreeable prices for samples
being sent by the governmentand
also for private individuals...”
Bhargavanoted, “At the begin-
ning of COVID19 pandemic, there
was a global crisis of testing kits
and reagents as India was heavily
reliant on imported products for
molecular detection of viruses. As
such, in mid-March, no rates for
RT-PCR test for Coronavirus was
available for reference in the coun-
try.Keeping in view the cost of im-
ported kits and efforts involved in
carrying out the test, ICMR sug-
gested the upper limit of a single
testasINR4,500...”

whether the deathis due to Covid

MP district; More bedsready, need doctors

BURHANPUR (MP), MAY 26

ONAPRIL22, when the first Covid
case was reported from Burhan-
pur, near Madhya Pradesh’s bor-
derwith Maharashtra, the district
hospital had one ventilator, a se-
vere shortage of doctors, and two
ambulances with emergency sup-
port systems and two hired vehi-
cles with basic equipment.

One month, 293 cases and 13
Covid deaths later, the main gov-
ernment healthcare facility has
got more beds, but is still short of
key equipment and doctors.

The Indian Express visited
Burhanpur on its countrywide
journey to track hospital inven-
tory in Covid-care facilities far
from urban areas — and found a
district that is scrambling to con-
tain the outbreak.

There have been upgrades
since the first case was reported,
say officials.

The ANM training centre, near
the main building of the 200-bed
district hospital, has been con-
verted into a 60-bed Level-2 facil-
ity for moderate cases. Three
BiPap machines, for non-invasive
ventilation, have been shifted
from the hospital.

A new building block behind
the centre is being used to quar-
antine asymptomatic patients, the
first Level-1 Covid Care Centre
(CCC)in the district.

And, a part of the government
Ayurveda College and Hospital,
located a few kilometres away,

REP#RTS
FROM THE
FIELD
TRACKINGTHEVIRUS,
—— LOCKDOWN——

was “acquired” in the first week
of May to serve as the second CCC,
which can accommodate nearly
100 cases.

But there are still some
glaring gaps.

At the ANM facility, where 60
patients are undergoing treat-
ment, not all nine oxygen cylin-
ders earmarked for Covid cases
are available together. “We havea
serious shortage of doctors, too.
Only four MBBS doctors and two
MDs, whoworkin 12-hour shifts,
attend to Covid patients. You can
imagine the consequences. We
treat patients to the best of our un-
derstanding. Or else, we refer
them to M Y Hospital in Indore,
whichisabout 175 kmaway,” said
Dr Prateek Navlakhe, one of the
doctors on duty.

With only a small board that
reads ‘Infection Disease Control’,
itis difficult to identify the isola-
tionarea in the same compound.
“It’s not uncommon for non-
Covid patients and their relatives
to enter by mistake. The ward
boys and sweepers don’t report
for work out of fear,” said an-
other doctor, who did not wish
to be identified.

Inside the isolation facility at the ANM centre near the
district hospital in Burhanpur, MP. Milind Ghatwai

Atthe Ayurveda facility, where
61 patients are being monitored,
there are only three private Ayush
(Unani) practitioners, hired on ad
hoc basis on a salary of Rs 25,000
each, and three support staff. “We
manage the show here. No MBBS
doctor has come here to check on
patients. We have todoeverything
onourown. We need paramedics.
The support staff provides only
food and tea,” said Dr Irfan Shaikh,
one of the Unani practitioners.

Besides, it takes a minimum of
three days to get the test results
from Indore.

And yet, with 100 patients
having been discharged so far, of-
ficials say Burhanpur - the district
was created just 17 years ago — is
on track to face the crisis.

The administration is giving fi-
nal touches to a separate 60-bed
isolation facility on the first floor
of the district hospital with oxy-
gen facilities —13 patients from

STATUS REPORT

IN PLACE: 350-bed
Level-3, 200-bed Level-
2,2 Level-1 facilities, 1
isolation area.

WISHLIST: 10
ventilators, 10 BiPap
machines, 1000 PPE,
1,000 VRT (Viral
Transport Medium)
kits.

CASES: 293,100
discharged, 13 deaths.

DISTRICT: Municipal
limits in red zone, rest
in green.

the existing isolation area have al-
ready been shifted.

“The administration is pre-
pared for any eventuality, We are

MADHYA
O PRADESH

BURHANPUR

not worried about the numbers
going up. The District Institute for
Education and Training outside
the city hasbeenreadied to house
150 patients. A tribal department
building at Nepanagar, a town
nearby, will be used to house 500
cases, if needed. We can start
these facilities with just 12-hour
notice,” said District Collector
Pravin Singh, who took charge on
May 2.

“The government has also
purchased five oxygen concentra-
tors (that provide enriched air).
We don’t wait for patients tocome
to us in an advanced stage of in-
fection. So we are tracking all
wards and mohallas,” he said.

“The administration has also
involved government teachers
and employees of different com-
munities to build confidence and
make people report illness and
undergo tests. At 2,500 samples
for a population of 2.5 lakh in the
town, the average is more than the
state’saverage of 1,144 tests per 10
lakh,” Singh said.

Officials say that by keeping a
tabongraveyards and the crema-
torium, the administration has
also tried to ensure that no death
goes unreported. “Irrespective of

or not, we monitor family mem-
bers, order tests, and ask those
showing symptoms to go into
quarantine,” a senior official said.

But yes, top district health of-
ficials admit, there's still some way
togo.

“It'sdifficult tomanage the dis-
trict hospital with less than 20
doctors. We need at least 60. But
we will continue working,
whether we get doctors or not,”
said Civil Surgeon Dr Shakeel
Khan.

Chief Medical and Health
Officer Dr O P Garg is more forth-
right. “There are less than 10 doc-
tors. And having just one ventila-
torhas madeitreally difficult. We
have sought 10 oxygen concentra-
tors, more BiPap machines and a
portable x-ray machine,” he said.
“There are PPE kits and masks in
sufficient quantity.”

The administration has also
drafted AllIs Well,a 350-bed hos-
pital thatisamong the largest pri-
vate facilities in the state, as a
Level-3 facility for severe cases --
arespiratory ICU hasbeen created
and 15-20 rooms earmarked for
suspected cases. Officials said 13
Covid patients are currently un-
dergoing treatment here.

“When Covid hit the town, pri-
vate practitioners were scared.
People suffering from other respi-
ratory illnesses were scared, too,
and did not want to go to the gov-
ernment hospital. The system
struggled,” said Medical
Superintendent DrSubodh Borle.
“But things are in place now”.

Cloud diplomacy: Consular access, demarche move online

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

AT Atime when “social distancing”
and “work from home” have be-
come the norm, South Block is
making efforts to conduct “virtual”
diplomacy in the absence of “face-
to-face” meetings.

Besides virtual summits and
phone calls, demarche, consular
access and even presentation of
credentials have moved to online
platforms.

In early April, in the middle of
the nationwide lockdown, when
the governmentrealised that hun-
dreds of foreigners had been
rounded up for attending the
Tablighi Jamaat congregation in
Delhi in March, many embassies
reached out to the Ministry of
External Affairs for “consular ac-

cess” (ameeting betweenadiplo-
mat and the foreign national fac-
ing charges). The MEA decided to
grantvirtual “consular access” via
video conference.
Again,inmid-April, when Sou-
th Block wanted to lodge a strong
protest with Pakistan over what it
called unprovoked firing that re-
sulted in the killing of civilians near
the Line of Control, a “demarche”
(diplomatic note) wasissued over
the phone to the Pakistan High
Commission in New Delhi.
“Astrong demarche was made
to the Pakistan side on the killing
of three innocent Indian civilians
with a phone call, which was fol-
lowed by an email,” a source said.
At least two Indian ambassa-
dors whotook charge recently pre-
sented their credentials “virtually”.
India’s newly appointed High
Commissioner to Sri Lanka Gopal

Baglay, who went to Colombo in
an Indian Air Force aircraft along
with the medical supplies, pre-
sented his credentials to SriLankan
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
through a video conference.

India’s new Permanent Repr-
esentative to the United Nations T
S Tirumurti, who went to New
York in one of the Vande Bharat
evacuation flights, also presented
his credentials to UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres through
avideo conference.

President Ram Nath Kovind
also accepted credentials from
Ambassadors and High Commis-
sioners of Australia, North Korea,
Senegal, Trinidad & Tobago,
Mauritius, Cote d’Ivoire and
Rwanda through a video confer-
ence last week.

“This was the first time in the
history of Rashtrapati Bhavanthat

South Block has used online platforms to conduct
substantive diplomatic conversations. File

credentials were presented
through the digital medium,” a
statement said.

South Block also used online

platforms to conduct substantive
diplomatic conversations as well.
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar held the first-ever “vir-

tual” & 3rd Joint Commission
Meeting between India and
Denmark on May 12, the MEA
said. Flanked by officials,
Jaishankar and Danish Minister of
Foreign Affairs Jeppe Kofod dis-
cussed India-Denmark ties and
strengthening of bilateral relations.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
also participated in online sum-
mits, from the SAARC summit to
G-20summit,and addressed Ind-
ianambassadorsall over the world
through video-conferencing.

“With foreign travel being re-
stricted in these times, online sum-
mitsor virtual summits will be the
new normal in the months to
come,” said an official.

Plans are being chalked out for
a virtual summit with Australian
Prime Minister Scott Morrison in
June, possibly June 4, as well.
Morrison, who was set to visit

New Delhi

India in January this year, had to
cancel because of the bushfires.

While the Indian government
has used the NIC video platform,
different countries have used dif-
ferent platforms to connect. “The
virtual platform used is different
forevery summit,and dependson
the host. Saudis used a different
virtual platform for the G-20 sum-
mit, Russians used another for the
SCO foreign ministers meeting,” a
source said.

While video conferences and
summits are usually planned
ahead and take time, more sub-
stantive conversations have taken
place during phone calls between
Modi, Jaishankar and their coun-
terparts.ModiandJaishankar have
together clocked about 100 phone
calls since March with their coun-
terparts.

While Modi held at least 53

phone conversations with world
leaders, including US President
Donald Trump, Jaishankar held at
least44 phone conversations with
his counterparts. “Some of these
phone calls also took place
through video conference,” a
source said.

While India has adapted to
virtual diplomacy in less than
two months, China has also
moved ahead on this and has
coined a term — “cloud diplo-
macy”. On Sunday, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi said
that while life may have paused
due to Covid-19, diplomacy has-
n't paused. He said that Chinese
President Xi Jinping has held
about 50 phone conversations
with world leaders and has at-
tended virtual summits, includ-
ing of G-20 countries and the
World Health Assembly.
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India underlines faith in HCQ:
drug’s benefits outweighrisks

Maharashtra says will continue with HCQ, but doctors at several private
hospitals in Mumbai stop giving it to patients after noticing irregular heartbeats

ABANTIKA GHOSH,
TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA &
ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS

NEW DELHI, MUMBAI, PUNE,
MAY 26

A DAY after the World Health
Organisation (WHO) suspended
the allocation of patients in the
hydroxychloroquine (HCQ)arm
of its multi-country Solidarity
Trial to find an effective treat-
ment for Covid-19, India reiter-
ated its faith in the continued
prophylactic use of the anti-
malaria drug for the novel coro-
navirus disease.

There is enough experience
inthe country of using HCQ, and
sufficient data from observa-
tional and case control studies to
warrant its use, the government
said.

HCQ also continues to be
used for treatment of Covid-19,
along with the antibiotic
azithromycin. “We will review
it,” Dr Balram Bhargava, DG,
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) and Secretary,
Department of Health Research,
said on Tuesday.

Dr Vinod Paul, Member
(Health) at NITI Aayog, and
chairman of the Empowered
Group on the government's
medical emergency manage-
ment plan, said: “We have used
chloroquine for years... HCQ is
even more safe because it is used
continuously in rheumatoid
arthritis. There is valid biological
plausibility forits use. It is known
toincrease the pH of the celland
make italkaline. Along with zinc
it blocks the entry of the virus
into the cell. Admittedly thisisa
new virus whose behaviour we
are still learning about, but it
(HCQ)is known to work in other
coronaviruses. We have taken a
call based on biological plausi-
bility and availability of
the drug.”

Dr Paul said that the evidence
had been examined “very thor-

EXPLAINED

o
Juryisstillout

ASICMR’s Dr Balram
Bhargava says, we don’t
know for sure what drug
is working and what is-
n'tin the fight against
the novel coronavirus.
Chloroquine has been in
use for a century, and
HCQis considered a safe
drug. The WHO has said
that a call on HCQ would
be taken after a review
of the existing evidence,
some time in the middle
of next month.

oughly, including before making
the expanded recommendation
[for prophylactic use of HCQ] last
week for all frontline workers”,
including those not in
healthcare.

“Collectively the academic
and research fraternity of India
has put its faith in the drug.
Prima facie thereis a case for use
of the drug. We will modify and
expand the protocol as we go
along, use it both for therapy and
prophylaxis. There are minimal
and tolerable side effects of HCQ
including abnormal ECG and ar-
rhythmias. However for the pur-
poses for which we are recom-
mending it, the benefits far
outweigh the risks,” Dr Paul said.

Dr Bhargava agreed with Dr
Paul. “This is a new virus. We
don’t know what drug is work-
ing or whatis not. There are a lot
of drugs being repurposed for
treatment or prophylaxis.
Chloroquine is in use for 100
years.HCQis even safer,” he said.

“The biological plausibility
showed it could be an antiviral
drug. There was data published
in [the journal] Nature etc., that
it showed antiviral activity. We
found similar properties in vitro.

American government started
using it, got fast-track approval.
We had thought it may be a use-
ful drug for prophylaxis based on
invitro data, bio plausibility and
availability and safety of the
drug. We had recommended it
for empiric use under strict su-
pervision some time back.
During these six weeks we got
some data in India and they
were mainly observational stud-
ies, some were case control stud-
iesat AIIMS and ICMR and three
public hospitals in Delhi. It was
difficult to do RCT [randomised
controlled trial] of something
that we say “may benefit”. We
looked at data from both kinds
of studies and found that it may
be working,” Dr Bhargava said.

Several private hospitals in
Mumbai have, however, stopped
using HCQ to treat patients of
Covid-19.

Doctors in these hospitals
said they had observed adverse
reactions in a few patients who
were being given a combination
of HCQ and azithromycin.

Government hospitals in
Mumbai, however, continue to
use the drug for patients show-
ing mild to moderate symptoms.

The number of casesin India
reached 1,45,380 on Tuesday,
with 6,535 new cases being re-
ported in the last 24 hours. A to-
tal 4,167 people have died from
the disease — however, an analy-
sis of case mortality shows that
India has had about 0.3 deaths
per lakh population, which is
amongst the lowest in the world.
Globally, the mortality rate is 4.4
deaths per lakh population.

Pulmonologist Dr Jalil Parkar,
who has been treating severely
ill Covid-19 patients in Lilavati
Hospital, said: “A few patients
showed QT prolongation. We
decided to change the regimen
because this drug was not found
effective.”

QT prolongation refers to
chaotic heartbeats, which show
up in a patient's electrocardio-
gram. Dr Parkar said he had
stopped using HCQ even before

the WHO suspended its trial, and
had switched to a regimen of
ivermectin and doxycycline in-
stead.

Dr Gunjan Chanchalani, chief
intensivist at Bhatia Hospital,
said, “We have not seen adverse
reaction yet, but we reduced its
(HCQ) use to very few patients
after so many negative reports.
Now we plan to completely stop
using HCQ.”

Dr Subhash Salunke, techni-
cal advisor to the state govern-
ment, however, said that since
the WHO has only paused - and
not stopped - the HCQ trial,
Maharashtra would for now
continue to administer the drug
to patients.

“We should not jump to con-

Loan interest during moratorium:
Supreme Court notice to Govt, RBI

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

THE SUPREME Court issued no-
tice Tuesday to the Centre and
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on
a plea challenging the decision
tolevy interest on loans despite
the moratorium on repayment
in view of the extended na-
tional lockdown.

A bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan, SKKaul and B R Gavai
issued notice on the plea by
Gajendra Sharma, owner of an
optical shop in Agra, who said
“this action of imposition of in-
terest during the moratorium
period is completely devastat-
ing, wrong” and has caused
“hindrance” and obstructed his
“right to life” guaranteed
by Article 21 of the
Constitution.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta said he will take instruc-

heard again after two weeks.

The petitioner urged the
court to declare ultra vires that
part of the RBI's March 27 noti-
fication on the charging of in-
terest since it “creates hardship
in the present scenario of com-
plete national lockdown being
extended from time to
time due to the Covid-19 out-
break”.

Sharma pointed out that
though RBI, by way of the noti-
fication, permitted all banks to
grant a moratorium of three
months on payment of all in-
stalments due between March
1 and May 31, it “made clear
that interest shall continue to
accrue on the outstanding por-
tion of the term loans during
the moratorium period”.

Sharma said he was running
anoptical shop in Agra and had
a gross total income of about Rs.
6.57 lakh per annum. He had
availed a home loan and had

defaulting.

The extended lockdown, he
said, had created “immense
burden” on his “budget as apart
from paying EMI on home
loan”, he had to “pay his em-
ployees... and also manage fi-
nancial aspects of his home and
family”.

“In the present scenario,
when all the means of liveli-
hood has been curtailed by the
Government of India by impo-
sition of a complete lockdown
pan-India... the Petitioner, be-
ing a citizen of India, has no
way to continue his work and
earn livelihood... imposition of
interest during the moratorium
will defeat the purpose of per-
mitting moratorium on loans,”
he said.

Rajasthan govt
restores 8-hour
day for workers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, MAY 26

THERAJASTHAN government has
restored working hours for factory
workers to eight hours per day,
state Labour Minister Tikaram
Jully has said. Last month, the gov-
ernment had extended working
hours to 12 hours a day for three
months. The idea behind the ex-
tension was to “achieve the dual
objective of restoring full supply
of essential goods and ensure
minimal presence of people in
manufacturing and distribution
facilities.” Ina statement, Jully said
that currently, work at most fac-
tories is on, movement of work-
ers has resumed, and that they
don’t need passes anymore.
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tions on the matter. It willbe  been paying the EMIs without

clusions. We need to take ECG,
and observe patients closely for
the effect of the drug. It should
not trigger panic,” Dr Salunke
said.

Health Secretary Dr Pradeep
Awate said: “ICMRreleased data
which has shown only three se-
rious side effects of HCQas a pro-
phylactic till now. WHO’s
Solidarity Trial used double the
dosage that ICMR prescribes for
its patients. Since our dosage is
small, we are not concerned
about side effects,”

On Monday, the WHO said
that a call on HCQ would be
taken after areview of the exist-
ing evidence, some time in the
middle of next month.

WHO Chief Scientist Dr
Soumya Swaminathan told The
Indian Express on Tuesday that
this was a temporary step, which
will be reviewed based on evi-
dence emerging from various
trials worldwide, as well as pub-
lished research.

“There is no need for panic,
butrandomised trials need to be
conducted on the use of the drug
for prophylaxis,” Dr
Swaminathan said. “The safety
profile of the drug needs to be
studied in both cases - drugs
given to hospitalised patients
and to healthy individuals ex-
posed to Covid-19.”

) COVID19 - PARCEL CARGO EXPRESS TRAINS (PCETs) {

RVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

In order to ensure the faster supply of essential commodities,
Northern Railway, in association with other zonal railways, has
been running the following Parcel Cargo Express Special Trains (PCETSs)
on the following routes as per the schedule given below:-
COVID19
. Dep. Arr. Da
SpNeclaI atio 0 Time on to Time of R Dates of run
0.
00309 | Howrah 08:15 | New Delhi 07:00 | Mon. Tue, | ypt0 30.05.2020
Thu, Sat
00310 | New Delhi 16:45 | Howrah 16:30 | Mon. Wed, | pt5 01.06.2020
Thu, Sat
00311 | Sealdah 07:40 | New Delhi 10:00 |Wed, Fri, Sun Upto 31.05.2020
00312 | New Delhi 16:45 | Sealdah 19:30 |Tue, Fri, Sun Upto 02.06.2020
00401 | Guwahati 01:30 | New Delhi 13:15 Daily Upto 03.06.2020
00402 | New Delhi 14:30 | Guwabhati 02:30 Daily Upto 31.05.2020
00403 | New Delhi 22.30 | Jammu Tawi 08:15 Daily Upto 31.05.2020
00404 | Jammu Tawi 18:10 | New Delhi 04:40 Daily Upto 01.06.2020
00433 | New Delhi 15:35 | Dehradun 23:55 Daily Upto 01.06.2020
00434 | Dehradun 10:25 | New Delhi 19:15 Daily Upto 31.05.2020
00453 | Ambala Cantt. 04:00 | Kalka 05:50 Daily Upto 01.06.2020
00454 | Kalka 20:00 | Ambala Cantt. 21:50 Daily Upto 31.05.2020
00463 | Howrah 17:30 | Amritsar 08:30 Daily Upto 03.06.2020
00464 | Amritsar 18:40 | Howrah 07:30 Daily Upto 31.05.2020
00621 | KSR Bengaluru 17:00 | Hazrat Nizamuddin | 08:40 | Thursday Upto 28.05.2020
00622 | Hazrat Nizamuddin| 15:00 | KSR Bengaluru 10:20 | Saturday Upto 30.05.2020
00646 | Chennai Central 18:00 | New Delhi 05:00 Daily Upto 31.05.2020
00647 | New Delhi 18:00 | Chennai Central 05:00 Daily Upto 31.05.2020
00761 | Renigunta 08:00 | Hazrat Nizamuddin | 17:20 | Mon, Wed Upto 31.05.2020
00762 | Hazrat Nizamuddin| 06:00 | Renigunta 16:15| Wed, Fri Upto 02.06.2020
00763 | Hyderabad Deccan| 19:30 | Amritsar 09:10 Friday Upto 29.05.2020
00764 | Amritsar 05:00 | Hyderabad Deccan | 18:20 | Monday Upto 01.06.2020
00901 | Bandra Terminus 20:00 | Ludhiana 03:00 Tue, Thu, Upto 30.05.2020
Sat, Sun
) . . . Mon, Tue,
00902 | Ludhiana 23:30 | Bandra Terminus 06:30 Thu, Sat Upto 01.06.2020
. . " . Mon, Wed,
00911 | Mumbai Central 19:45 | Firozpur Cantt. 02:30 Eil S Upto 31.05.2020
00912 | Firozpur Cantt. | 08:00 | Mumbai Central [ 15:10 | 'BS & | Upto02.06.2020
The parties interested to book their Parcel in these trains may contact the concerned
Divisional Officer/ Parcel Supervisor. Division wise contact numbers of
concerned Officers/ Supervisors are available on Northern Railway's website
www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in>About us > Covid Corner > Covid_19 Parcel Trains section.
NOTE The time table and operation status of all the above mentioned
trains can be seen on the National Train Enquiry System (NTEs)
Note: (1) Parcel have to be loaded/unloaded within allowed halt/time. (2) No passenger
is permitted to travel by these trains. (3) The trains will be escorted by security officials.
il Rhcie NORTHERN RAILWAY
Helpline Helpline
No. 182 =
Your Convenience - Our Concern
Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

PUBLIC NOTICE

(Under paragraph 21(2) of the Drugs Price Control Order 2013)
A. MENARINI INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED

No.101, in Tower A of Shapath-4, Opp. Karnavati Club, S.G. Road, Ahmedabad, Gujarat-380015.
CIN No.: MIPL-U74130GJ2001PTC039600, Website: http://www.menariniindia.com,
E-mail: indi. ini com, Phone No.: +91 22 42280700.

Attention of general public is drawn to the fact that, A. Menarini India Private Limited, having
registered office at No.101, in Tower A of Shapath-4, Opp. Karnavati Club, S.G. Road,
Ahmedabad, Gujarat-380015 and corporate office at 2102, Tower 3, Indiabulls Finance Centre,
Senapati Bapat Marg, Elphinstone Road (West), Mumbai — 400013 wants to discontinue and
stop the manufacturing and marketing of the below mentioned formulations after the
intended period mentioned for respective formulations in this notice.

A.AFTERA PERIOD OF SIX (6) MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE
1. Sucramal Suspension - 100ml (Sucralfate Oral Suspension 1g/5ml; Pack Size — 100ml)

B.AFTER A PERIOD OF TWELVE (12) MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE

1. Cetrilak Solution - 100ml (Strong Cetrimide Solution BP 20% w/v; Pack Size — 100ml)
2. Phenzee Syrup - 60ml (Promethazine Hydrochloride Syrup IP; Pack Size — 60ml)

3. Scabper Lotion — 30ml (Permethrin Lotion 5% w/v; Pack Size — 30ml)

After discontinuation of the above medicines the same may not be available in the market.
Therefore, the patients using such medicine may consult their doctor for prescribing alternate
medicine. All the doctors/ Medical Personals may also make note of this
S/d
Girisan Kariangal
Director - BD, Marketing
A. Menarini India Private Limited

Date :
Place :

27th May, 2020
MUMBAI

e Government of India
@ Department of Atomic Energy
CORRIGENDUM

Advt.No.03-R/IMSc/2020 Date: 26.05.2020
Reference our indicative advertisement No.01-R/IMSc/
2020 Dated 20.03.2020 and subsequent indicative
corrigendum advertisement No.02-R/IMSc/2020 dated
20.04.2020 inviting applications for the post of
DIRECTOR, IMSc, Chennai (Level — 15 under 7"
CPC) which appeared on all leading Newspapers.

Due to COVID-19 Lock Down, the last date is further
extended upto 10.06.2020 for receipt of applications
through Registered Post (or) Speed post (or) Courier
(or) email: chmnoff@dae.gov.in.

Other terms and conditions as explained in the detailed
advertisement appearing on the following websites
remain same.

i) www.dae.gov.in under “Vacancy Notices”

W

i) www.imsc.res.in under “Other Positions”

Re-Accredited with “A” Grade by NAAC
Phone : +91 422 2422222, Fax : +91 422 2425706 Website : www.b-u.ac.in
No.BU/R/D1/C&G/Rate Contract /29612/2020-21  Dt.21.05.2020

NOTIFICATION

Price lists are invited from the Principal Suppliers /
Manufacturer of Chemicals / Glasswares / Plasticwares by the
Registrar, Bharathiar University, Coimbatore - 641 046 upto
3.00 p.m. on 22.06.2020 for entering into a Rate Contract for the
year 2020 - 21 for the supply of Chemicals & Glasswares /
Plasticwares to the University Departments.

DIPR/517/DI1S/2020 REGISTRAR i/lc

lI.- Council of Scientific and Industrial Research

NATIONAL AEROSPACE LABORATORIES
P.B. No. 1779, HAL Airport Road, Kodihalli,
Certifiod Bengaluru - 560 017, India. Ph: 080-25086048 / 49

Advt. No. 6/2020 | Date of Publication: 27" May 2020
RECRUITMENT FOR SCIENTIFIC POSITIONS

Date of Commencement of Online Application: 27" May 2020

Closing Date for Online submission of Applications: 6" July 2020
CSIR-National Aerospace Laboratories (CSIR-NAL), Bengaluru, is a
premier Research Laboratory under Council of Scientific & Industrial Research
(CSIR), an Autonomous Body in the Ministry of Science & Technology under
the Government of India. In addition to many Research, Development and
Technology Programmes in Aerospace, NAL is actively involved in supporting
the National Aerospace Programmes of ADA, DRDO, ISRO, HAL and IAF etc.
CSIR-NAL is also exploiting several aerospace technologies into spin-off
industrial applications. It has excellent facilities in all the aerospace disciplines.
CSIR-NAL invites online applications for Scientists and Senior Scientists
positions in various disciplines in the area of Design, Development, Testing &
Evaluation of various Systems / Sub-systems and Project Management.
Details of the Posts, No. of Posts, Pay Matrix, Age Limit etc., are given below:

No. of Vacancies &

150:9001:2008

Designation Reservation Pay Scale Age Limit
— 3 Level - 11
Scientist | po UR1) | @ 67,700-22,08,700) | 2 YRS
Senior 10 Level - 12 37 vears
Scientist (UR-10) (% 78,800 - T 2,09,200) y

**Upper age limit as on the last date of online application

Please go through the full text of the advertisement on our website:
www.nal.res.in regarding Qualifications, Field of Specialisation, Experience,
Job Requirements and General conditions etc. required for each position. All
further announcements / details pertaining to this process / update /
corrigendum / addendum etc., will be published / provided only on NAL official
website: www.nal.res.in from time to time. Sd/

Controller of Administration

STATE BANK OF INDIA, Stressed Assets Management Branch-1
12th Floor, Jawahar Vyapar Bhawan (STC Building), 1, Tolstoy Marg, Janpath, New Delhi-110001,
Ph. No. : 011-23701070, 23701097, 23701157, 23701167, 23701195, Fax No. 23701202. E-mail ID : sbi.04109@sbi.co.in

E-Auction

Sale Notice

“APPENDIX- IV-A” [See proviso to rule 8 (6)]

Sale notice for sale of Inmovable Properties

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below mentioned Immovable property/ies mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor (State Bank of India), the

constructive/physical possession mentioned below of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of State Bank of India (Secured Creditor), will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” Basis on 30-06-2020,
for recovery of amount as mentioned below, due to the Secured Creditor from Borrowers, Guarantors and Mortgagors. The reserve price is mentioned below and the earnest money to be deposited is mentioned respectively.

Reserve Price(RP) . Date / Time of on - site| Date & Time of
Name of Borrower (B) / Address of Security charged | END Amount 10% of Demand Notice Date Inspection of Property | E.Ayction with
Guarantor/s (G) with address/es covered under Auction The Reserve Price & Amount Due with name of auto extensions
Incremental Amount Authorized Officer | of 5 minutes each
M/s Arise India Ltd at Khasra No 24/13, Khewat No 17, Khasra No 30, Killa No 24 | Land at Plot No 7, Bahastipura, Nr| 3 207.00 Lac SBl on 04.10.2017, 10-06-2020 | 30-06-2020
Industrial Sector — 29, Village Hasmabad, Sonepat, Haryana Also at: B - 38, Jain | Ghanipura & Vaish Girls College( 320.70 Lac IDBI on 17.10.2017, 11,00 A.M. to From
Chowk, Manglapuri Palam, New Delhi— 110045, Hostel Builing, Near Jhajjar Road- 21.00 Lac BOI on 10.10.2017, 4 00 PM 12.00 Noon
Sh Avinash Jain (Director/Guarantor) at A— 3/71, Janakpuri New Delhi — 110058. [ Rohtak In the name of Kemflo ) BOB on 16.09.2017, D 4
Also at: B-38, 3rd floor, Jain Chowk, Mangla Puri, Palam New Delhi 110045. Power Pvt. Ltd. admeasuring 813 Axis Bank on 15.01.20188 | ) Lok 01 00°P M
Sh Naresh Chand Jain (Director/Guarantor) at A - 3/71, Janakpuri New Delhi — | $q yds Approx., Bounded by East - OBC on 14.03.2018 T O ki
110058. Also at B-38, 3rd loor, Jain Chowk, Mangla Puri, Palam New Delhi 110045. | Other's Property, West - Gali, North SBlis Rs 223,81,23,684.46]- Sh Sunil
Sh Amit Jain (Guarantor) atA—3/71, Janakpuri New Delhi— 110058. —OpenLand, South - Gali as on 03.10.2017, Mohindru -
Smt Anju Jain (Director/Guarantor) at H-34/133, Sec 3 Rohini New Delhi — . i B .
110085'J ( ) Equitable Mortgage of Khasra No| ¥352.00 Lac IDBIaISs ::310%1;,3518%41& Mob.:
Sh Vikas Jain (Guarantor) at 1266/17, Ward No. 17, Agarsain Street, Railway | 24/13, Khewat No 17, Khasra No—=35507 - BO is Rs 99.18.46.227/- 7738028686
Road, Gali Durad Wali, Rohtak — 124001, Haryana. S BT as on 10.40.2017 30-06-2020
ShPankaj Jain Prop s Vrinda Trading Company (Guarantor) at 1265-1266/17, | 2% Village Hasmabad, Sonepat) = ™ BOB is Rs 62.88.17.582.81/- -
Ward No. 17, Agarsain Street, Railway Road, Rohtak — 124001, Haryana. Haryana, measuring 2600 sq yds in e L
Smt Sneh Lata Jain (Guarantor) at 1266/17, Ward No. 17, Agarsain Street, Railway | 1€ name of Sh Naresh Chand Jain Axis Bank is Rs 38.26.38.362.39- | Resolution Agent 12.00 Noon
Road, Rohtak ~ 124001, Haryana. a1 e 2z = 7 Wt = o 300620178 | Sh.Manoj Suri fo
Mis Kemflo Power Pvt Ltd (Corporate Guarantor) at 1266/17, Agarsain Street, | Other Vacant Land, North — 2s on 30.06.20 Mob.: 9871975152 01.00 P.M.
Railway Road, Rohtak — 124001, Haryana and having registered office at RZ - 226, | Rémaining Portion Of Arise Factory, 0BC is Rs 37,93,19,172.58/-
Kailashpuri, Palam, New Delhi— 110045 South—Other's Factory ol 1550262385%26230125 "
1. M/s Allied Energy Systems Pvt. Ltd. Having its office at: DSM 103, DLF |Residential Flat no. C1-101, 1st| ¥200.00 Lac SBI dated 01.05.2019 10-06-2020
Tower, Shivaji Marg, New Delhi-110015 Also at: DSM-212, DLF Tower, Shivaji | Floor, Block - C, Project| =20.00 Lac f e 11,00 A.M. to 30-06-2020
Marg, New Delhi-110015 Also at: DSM-241, DLF Tower, Shivaiji Marg, New | -Diplomatic Green” Phase-l ati—=3-5g7" - or 4.00 PM. e
Delhi-110015 Also at: H-32, Fourth Floor, Vikas Apartments, West Enclave, | Sector-110Aand 111, Urban Estate Rs. 17,21,30,538/- 12,00 N
) Ao db. J 7 J *lin Village- Chouma Gurgaon, ) ) -00 Noon
Pitampura, New Delhi-110034 . Asimiezsxiring Tobllares 2050155 As on 30.04.2019 | Authorised Officer : to
2. Shri Tarun Sachdeva S/o Late Shri Sant Lal Sachdeva, C-2/139, West [ Ft, |n the Name of Smt. Shalley Sh Manoj 01.00 P.M.
Enclave, Pitampura, Saraswati Vihar, New Delhi-110034 Also at: H-32, Fourth | Sachdeva Sharma -
Floor, Vikas Apartments, West Enclave, Pitampura, New Delhi-110034 P— v o .
3. Shri Daljit Singh Duggal S/o Shri Kulwant Singh, B-32, Hill View ?,?Z':Z";':Ia?lg:g:"ﬁos.%t,e;ﬁlz el Mob. 30-06-2020
Apartments, Vasant Vihar-l, New Delhi-110057, Also at: H.No3F, Sarabha [ c2, West Enclave, Pitampura,| < 40-80 Lac 9463428969 From
Nagar, Ludhiana-141001, Also at: 293, Kehar Singh Estate, West End Marg, | Delhi-110034 Admeasuring Total| < 1.00 Lac 12.00 Noon
Saidulajab, Saket, New Delhi area 84 Sq. Mtr. In the Name of to
4. Smt. Krishna Sachdeva W/o Late Shri Sant Lal Sachdeva, C-2/139, West | Smt. Krishna Sachdeva 01.00 P.M.
Enclave, Pitampura, Saraswati Vihar, New Delhi-110034 Residential Building situate at GF Resolution Agent
5. Smt. Shalley Sachdeva W/o Shri Tarun Sachdeva, C-2/139, West (g™ - 'ec o) ﬁo 104, Blook.| % 405.00 Lac Sh. Sadhu Ram | 30-06-2020
Enclave, Pitampura, Saraswati Vihar, New Delhi-110034, Also at: H-32, | cp * west Enclave, Pitampura, = 40.'50 Lac Mob.: 9871783777 From
Fourth Floor, Vikas Apartments, West Enclave, Pitampura, New Delhi-110034 | Delhi-110034 Admeasuring Total 1,000 12.00 Noon
6. Mr. Amit Kumra, C-96, 1st Floor, Sector 54, Suncity, Gurgaon area 84 Sg. Mtr. In the Name of ' ac to
7. Mr. Anil Kumra, C-96, 1st Floor, Sector 54, Suncity, Gurgaon Smt. Krishna Sachdeva 01.00 P.M.

Date and time for submission of request letter of participation, KYC Documents, PAN Card, Proof of EMD etc.
On or before 26-06-2020 upto 4.00 P.M. and EMD through RTGS/NEFT.

The intending purchasers / bidders are required to deposit EMD amount either through NEFT / RTGS in the Account No. 33108475877, Name of beneficiary :
“THE AUTHORISED OFFICER, SBI, SAM BRANCH-1, NEW DELHI”, IFSC Code: SBIN0004109 or by way of demand draft /Pay order in favor of
State Bank of India, SAM Branch-1, New Delhi drawn on any Nationalized or Scheduled Bank.

E-Auction is being held on “AS IS WHER

https://lwww.bankeauctions.com

any representation of the bank.

Date : 27-05-2020,

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE E-AUCTION AREAS UNDER:

ES"and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and will be conducted “On Line”.

The auction will be conducted through the Bank’s approved service provider M/s C1 India Pvt. Ltd. (Help Line No. : 0124-4302020/21/23/24, Mr. Vinod, Mobile No.- 9813887931 & Email: support@bankeauctions.com) at
their web portal https://www.bankeauctions.com; E-Auction Tender Document containing online e-auction bid form, Declaration, General Terms and Conditions of online auction sale are available in

To the best of knowledge and information of the Authorised Officer, there is no encumbrance on the property/ies. However, the intending bidders should make their own independent inquiries regarding the encumbrances, title of
property/ies put on auction and claims / rights / dues / affecting the property/ies, prior to submitting their bid. In this regard, the e-Auction advertisement does not constitute and will not be deemed to constitute any commitment or

The Authorised Officer / Secured Creditor shall not be responsible in any way for any third party claims / rights / dues. The sale shall be subject to rules / conditions prescribed under the Securitization and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security InterestAct, 2002., The other terms and conditions of the e-auction are published in the following websites. 1. https://www.bankeauctions.com 2. http://www.sbi.co.in
STATUTORY SALE NOTICE UNDER THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

Place : New Delhi

Sd/- Authorised Officer, State Bank of India

New Delhi
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WOoRrDLY WISE
IF YOU BUREAUCRATISE POPULAR JUSTICE THEN
YOU GIVE IT THE FORM OF A COURT. — MicHEL FOUCAULT

TheIndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

TACKLING THE SURGE

Hospitals need to look for creative solutions to deal with patient
influx, while ensuring safety of healthcare workers

ITH LESS THAN a week for Lockdown 4 to end, India’s COVID-19 case-

load has surged past 1,40,000. The relaxation of restrictions from the

third phase of the lockdown onwards has added to the challenges

faced by the country’s already overburdened healthcare system.
According to the Indian Council of Medical Research, the positivity rate (share of tests
thatyield positive results) has gone up to 7 per cent in the three weeks of Lockdown 3 and
4 — it was around 3 per cent at the end of Lockdown 2. The mortality rate, reassuringly,
has remained static at about 3 per cent. Moreover, more than 80 per cent of the infected
do not require hospitalisation. Even then, the sheer scale of the pandemic seems to be
taxing the resources of hospitals in most parts of the country and taking a toll on the
health of medical professionals. The death, on Sunday, of a COVID-positive nurse em-
ployed at a private hospital in Delhi, who was allegedly made to wear used PPEs, frames
the difficulties of those at the frontlines of the battle against the virus.

In the past two months, states have tried to mobilise public resources, ramp up med-
ical centres, and shore up quarantine facilities. In most parts of the country, such efforts
have, at best, produced mixed results. In Delhi, more than 75 per cent of the beds ear-
marked for COVID-positive patients in private hospitals are already occupied. Though
the Delhi government claims that the situation is under control, it needs to be on high alert
because the city has been adding more than 400 COVID cases daily for more than a week
now. In Mumbai, as a report in this paper showed last week, the situation is much more
critical: There is an acute shortage of Dedicated Covid Hospitals, which admit critically
ill patients like those who require ICU or ventilator support. With the return of migrants
from hotspots, districts and small towns in the country will have their task cut out.
Khagaria district in Bihar, for instance, expects about 50,000 migrants to return in the
coming weeks, but has only two ventilators, both in private hospitals. Only 37 of the 135
posts of government doctors in the district have been filled.

Overwhelmed by the pandemic, some medical facilities have turned up the pressure on
medical professionals, particularly junior doctors and nurses. Last week, the Gujarat High
Court pulled up the state’s health minister and chief secretary for neglecting the problems
faced by patients and staff at the Ahmedabad Civil Hospital. Responding to an anonymous
letter detailing the problems of the government hospital’s junior staff, the court described the
healthcare facility asa “dungeon”. As the country’s COVID-19 caseload increases, policymak-
ersand hospital authorities need to work at creative solutions to deal with the patient influx.
As afirst step, they must treat healthcare workers in a humane manner, ensure their safety.

UNLOCKING JUSTICE

That a 19-year-old is still in jail, accused of sedition, because
court sees no urgency in her matter is a tragedy and travesty

NDIVIDUALS AGAINST WHOM cases of sedition have been filed in recent months,

for protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act and the proposed National

Register of Citizens in particular, may be facing a double injustice, in the justice

process. As areport in this paper has brought to light, amid a public health emer-
gency in which courts are hearing only “urgent” cases through video-conferencing, bail
pleas filed in these cases are not being defined as such. That these people, like 19-year-
old Amulya Leona, arrested in February by Bengaluru police under Section 124 of the IPC
for raising “Pakistan Zindabad” slogans at an anti-CAA rally, are languishing in custody,
their bail pleas unheard, is the second injustice. The first, as another report in this paper
underlined in February, predates the pandemic: It is the fact that in many of these ar-
rests, the remand orders by magistrates neither asked nor answered basic questions laid
down by the Supreme Court to satisfy themselves that the serious sedition charge is
founded. A scrutiny of 25-odd arrests made on charges of sedition in UP, Karnataka and
Assam since the anti-CAA protests began, threw up a sobering pattern of police custody
granted by courts, no questions asked, no reasons given, or after the most perfunctory
hearings. While the Supreme Court has upheld the colonial-era sedition law, it has also
read the provision restrictively, saying only seditious “speech tended to incite public dis-
order” was punishable. The apex court has emphasised that clear and immediate incite-
ment to violence is necessary for making the offence of sedition.

The apparent languor of the courts, the evident lack of rigour or urgency, in cases
where it would appear that the government is criminalising acts of protest by slapping
serious charges on them, is troubling, It is disquieting if the pandemic becomes a cover
to delay or deny the weak and the vulnerable their day in court, their fundamental right
to bail. Ever since people’s protests began across the country against the CAA and the pro-
posed NRC — they were seen to be introducing religion as a criterion for citizenship, and
discriminating against the Muslim minority — the BJP-led government at the Centre has,
deservedly, invited accusations of intolerance of views different from its own. The gov-
ernment did not just turn a deaf ear to the protesters, it also attempted to subdue them,
including by wielding the sedition law. This has cast a greater responsibility on the court.

The courtsare the time-tested recourse for upholding and safeguarding constitutional pro-
tections for the citizens’ freedom of expression, including and especially the liberty todissent.
They must not show, nor be seen to show, a lack of alacrity in performing their vital role.

WATCH THE BIRDIE

The golden age of kabootarbaazi in Pakistanisn’t over —
another mission from the far side is on the radar

WICE EVERY DECADE, on average, intelligence officers on the border with

Pakistan interrogate a flighty suspect and try to make it sing. But it can only

€00, because it is a homing pigeon. The last time a Pakistani pigeon was caught

in the Indian dragnet was in 2015, when a bird with nashtaliq markings was
apprehended. The writing referred to a district and town in Pakistan, and was probably
the pre-modern equivalent of the courier company’s standard message: “If undelivered,
please return to sender.” However, amid rampant attempts by some custodians of Indian
culture to purge it of Urduy, the lettering was found to be suspicious and the pigeon was
interrogated mercilessly. The contents of its debriefing were never revealed. Presumably,
the bird had cooed soothingly.

Butithadlied. Allis not well. The nashtaliq pigeon’s successor in the service has been ap-
prehended in Kathua, the border district in Jammu & Kashmir, as it flew in from Pakistani
airspace, under the radar. This miscreant is inscrutable, but features radical heraldry. Its left
wingis marked bright red, and sois aring fixed toitsleg, which bears a string of code. Adated
signal from the communist movement, which has a largely forgotten history in Pakistan?

Having left behind that history, no one has the key to read that message any more.
And anyway, the only apparent ground for suspecting the pigeon is its nationality. Maybe
the “code” is just the bird’s membership number in a pigeon racing club in Sialkot. Maybe
itis the Swiss bank account number of its owner, which is the internal affair of Pakistan.
Maybe it's a string of gibberish designed to keep the National Security Advisor on edge.
Maybe we should wait five years for the next Pakistani pigeon to violate our airspace,
bearing a more sensible message.

N

The importance of campus

Pandemic is being used to push online education — but it
must supplement, not replace, physical sites of learning

e ok e
SATISH DESHPANDE

THE CURRENT CRAZE for online education
(OE) reminds me of the wall graffiti advertis-
ing sex clinics that are visible across urban
north India. These ads promise guaranteed
cures — shartiyailaj — for all kinds of ailments
and afflictions. Today, OE is being force-fed to
Indian education as a miracle cure —atall lev-
els(school, college, university) and for all tasks
(lectures, exams, admissions) — not only for
pandemic conditions but for the future.

Readers may have already decided that I
come to bury OE, not to praise it. They are half
right. I believe that the incredible synergy un-
leashed by information and communications
technology (ICT)is the best thing to have hap-
pened to education since the printing press.
Indeed, higher education today is unthinkable
without some form of the computer and some
mode of digitised data transmission. As prod-
ucts of this revolution, online methods of
teaching and learning deserve our highest
praise — but only when cast in their proper
role, whichis to supplement, supportand am-
plify the techniques of face-to-face education.
The moment they are proposed as a substi-
tute for the physical sites of learning we have
long known — brick-and-cement schools, col-
leges, and universities — online modes must
be resolutely resisted.

Resistance to OE is often dismissed as the
self-serving response of vested interests, no-
tably obstructive, technophobic teachers un-
willing to upgrade their skills. But these are
not the only vested interests involved.
Authoritarian administrators are attracted by
the centralised control and scaling-at-will that
OE offers. Educational entrepreneurs have
been trying to harvest the billions promised
by massive open online courses (MOOCs) —
think of Udacity, Coursera, or EdX. Pundits are
now predicting post-pandemic tie-ups be-
tween ICT giants like Google and Amazon and
premium education brands like Harvard and
Oxford that will launch anew era of vertically-
integrated hybrid OE platforms.

Whatever the vested interests, ultimately
itis the perspective of students that should be
decisive.Is OE aviable alternative to traditional
educational institutions (TEI) for the typical

‘We have long ignored the vital
role public educational
institutions play as exemplary
sites of social inclusion and
relative equality. In Indian
conditions, this role is
arguably even more
important than the scholastic
role. Though many ugly
blemishes remain, the public
educational institution is still
the only space where people of
all genders, classes, castes, and
communities can meet
without one group being
forced to bow to others.
Whatever its impact on
academics, this is critical
learning for life. Women
students, in particular, will be
much worse off if confined to
their homes by OE.

Indian student?

Proponents of OE offer misleading an-
swers to this question by making biased
comparisons. Since no one with access toan
elite TEI chooses OE instead, we know that
OE always loses in best-to-best compar-
isons. Favourable impressions about OE are
created mostly by comparing the best of OE
with average or worse TEIs. But is it true that
the best OE is better than the average col-
lege or university?

To answer this question, we must exam-
ine the implicit claim at the heart of the OE
project, namely, that the goals of TEIs are
achievable without the latter’s physical loca-
tion or forms of interaction. In other words,
OE claims that neither the campus nor face-to-
face interaction are integral to education. Since
the comparative evaluation of virtual versus
face-to-face pedagogic interaction needs more
space, the campus question is considered here.

How does the typical student’s home
(where most would access OE) compare with
atypical TElcampus? Census 2011 tells us that
71 per cent of households with three or more
members have dwellings with two rooms or
less(74 per centinruraland 64 per centin ur-
ban areas). According to National Sample
Survey data for 2017-18, only 42 per cent of
urbanand 15 per cent of rural households had
internetaccess,and only 34 per cent of urban
and 11 per cent of rural persons had used the
internet in the past 30 days. It is true that many
TEIs (both public and private) have substan-
dard infrastructure. But these data suggest that
the majority (roughly two-thirds) of students
are likely to be worse off at home compared to
any campus. The impact of smartphone capa-
bilities and stability of net connectivity on OE
pedagogy also needs to be examined.

But it is as a social rather than physical
space that the college or university campus
plays a critical role. We have long ignored the
vital role public educational institutions play
as exemplary sites of social inclusion and rel-
ative equality. InIndian conditions, this role is
arguably even more important than the
scholastic role. Though many ugly blemishes
remain, the public educational institution is

still the only space where people of all gen-
ders, classes, castes, and communities can
meet without one group being forced to bow
to others. Whatever its impact on academics,
this is critical learning for life. Women stu-
dents, in particular, will be much worse off if
confined to their homes by OE.

Its unacceptability as a substitute does not
diminish the indispensable part that OE can
play as a supplement to on-site education. It
canuse content and methods thatare hard to
include in the normal curriculum. It can put
pressure on lazy or incompetent teachers. It
can provide hands-on experience in many
technical fields where simulations are possi-
ble. And it can, of course, be a powerful acces-
sory for affluent students able to afford expen-
sive aids. Butitis fraudulent to suggest that OE
can replace public education, the only kind
that the majority can access.

Such bluntness may seem unseemly. It is
necessary today when governments are us-
ing the cover of the COVID-19 emergency to
push through regressive “reforms” — such as
anti-worker amendments to labour laws —
that would face vocal opposition in normal
times. In this context, there is a real danger
that OE is being groomed to play the role
played by the “cashless economy” during the
demonetisation crisis, but in reverse. The mi-
rage of a cashless economy was a retrospec-
tively invented justification for a catastrophic
autocratic decision. OE could be the proactive
trojan horse smuggled in under pandemic
conditions to abrogate the state’s commit-
ments in public education.

The best last-ditch argument for replacing
TEIs with OE is to first undermine the former
to the point of collapse, and then innocently
point out that, after all, OE is better than noth-
ing. This cynical argument works only if we
are somehow persuaded to be complicitin the
destruction of public education. Unless we re-
sist such persuasion today, OE is exactly the
kind of “shartiyailaj” that we may be coerced
into buying tomorrow.

The writer teaches sociology
at Delhi University

A PORTABLE WELFARE

Experience with GST holds valuable lessons for One Nation One Ration Card

VARAD PANDE AND SUBHASHISH BHADRA

THE ECONOMIC CRISIS precipitated by
COVID-19 has focussed the country’s atten-
tion on inter-state migrants. Millions of
Indians in this diverse, complex group have
crossed state borders in search of better eco-
nomic opportunities. The crisis, however, has
highlighted their precarious socio-economic
condition.

Historically, governments have made sev-
eral attempts to bridge the gap. A key part of
that roadmap is the idea of portable welfare
benefits, that s, a citizen should be able to ac-
cess welfare benefits irrespective of where she
is in the country. In the case of food rations,
the idea was first mooted under the UPA gov-
ernment by aNandan Nilekani-led task force
in2011. The current government had commit-
ted to a national rollout of One Nation, One
Ration Card (ON-ORC) by June 2020, and had
initiated pilots in 12 states. While intra-state
portability of benefits has seen good initial up-
take, inter-state portability has lagged. The fi-
nance minister has now announced the dead-
line of March 2021 to roll out ON-ORC.

Toensure a smooth rollout, we would ben-
efit from reviewing the challenges thus far.
First, the fiscal implications: ON-ORC will af-
fect how the financial burden is shared be-
tween states. Second, the larger issues of fed-
eralism and inter-state coordination: Many
states are not convinced about a “one size fits
all” regime because they have customised the
PDS through higher subsidies, higher entitle-
ment limits, and supply of additional items.
Third, the technology aspect: ON-ORC re-
quires a complex technology backbone that
brings over 750 million beneficiaries, 5,33,000

In a noteworthy example of
cooperative federalism, the
central government created a
GST council consisting of
the finance ministers of the
central and state
governments to address
these issues. The
government could consider a
similar national council for
ON-ORC. To be effective,
this council should meet
regularly, have specific
decision-making authority,
and should operate in a
problem-solving mode based
on consensus building.

ration shops and 54 million tonnes of food-
grain annually on a single platform.

These barriers might seem daunting, but
the country has previously dealt with an
equally complex situation while rolling out
the GST, which was widely touted as “one na-
tion, one tax”.

Just like with ON-ORC, fiscal concerns had
troubled GST from the start. States like Tamil
Naduand Gujarat that are “net exporters” were
concerned they would lose outon tax revenues
to “net consumer” states like UP and Bihar.
Finally, the Centre had to step in and provide
guaranteed compensation for lost tax revenues
for the first five years. The Centre could pro-
vide a similar assurance to “net inbound mi-
gration” states such as Maharashtraand Kerala
that any additional costs on account of mi-
grants will be covered by it for the five years.

GST also saw similar challenges with
broaderissues of inter-state coordination.Ina
noteworthy example of cooperative federal-
ism, the central government created a GST
council consisting of the finance ministers of
the central and state governments to address
these issues. The government could consider
a similar national council for ON-ORC. To be
effective, this council should meet regularly,
have specific decision-making authority, and
should operate in a problem-solving mode
based on consensus building.

Finally, GST is supported by a sophisticated
tech backbone, housed by the GST Network
(GSTN), anentity jointly owned by the Centre
and states. A similar system would be needed
for ON-ORC. The Nilekani-led task force rec-
ommended setting up of a PDS network

(PDSN) to track movement of rations, register
beneficiaries, issue ration cards, handle griev-
ances and generate analytics. Since food ra-
tions are a crucial lifeline for millions, such a
platform should incorporate principles such
as inclusion, privacy, security, transparency,
and accountability. The IM-PDS portal pro-
vides a good starting point.

At the same time, we should learn from
the shortcomings and challenges of the GST
rollout. For example, delay in GST refunds led
to cash-flow issues. Similar delays in receiv-
ing food rations could be catastrophic.
Therefore, ON-ORC should create, publish and
adhere to time-bound processes, like right to
public services legislation that have been
adopted by 15 states, and rapid grievance re-
dress mechanisms.

MSMEs also complained about the in-
crease in compliance burden especially for
those who had to digitise overnight. Similar
challenges could arise in ON-ORC. PDS dealers
will need to be brought on board, and not as-
sumed to be compliant. Citizens will need to
be shielded from the inevitable teething is-
sues by keeping the system lenient at first, pro-
viding different ways of authenticating one-
self, and publicising a helpline widely.

If done well, ON-ORC could lay the founda-
tion of a truly national and portable benefits
system that includes other welfare pro-
grammes like LPG subsidy and social pen-
sions. Itis an opportunity to provide a reliable
social protection backbone to migrants, who
are the backbone of our economy.

The writers work at Omidyar Network India
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ASSAM VIOLENCE

Four persons were killed when police opened
fire on clashing mobs of rival student groups
in at least two Assam towns this morning.
More than 400 persons, including a dozen
policemen, were injured. Scores of houses
were burnt down, shops looted and innumer-
able cases of assaults were reported from as
many as 24 places in lower Assam. Three of
the casualties were at Bijni and one of them
was at Abhoypuri. One person has been
stabbed to death at Barpeta road last night.

OPPOSITION VIEWS
TWENTY LEADERS FROM various opposition
parties and groups in Parliament have been

invited by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, for
discussions on the Assam problem on May 31.
Members of the cabinet committee on polit-
ical affairs will attend the all-party meet. Mrs
Gandhi had convened the meeting to make
another bid to evolve an acceptable solution to
the problem of foreign nationals in Assam. Mrs
Gandhiis likely to seek the opposition's views
on the various suggestions which have been
made about the base year for deportation and
settlement of those identified as foreigners.
Since the earlier all-party meeting had en-
dorsed the government’s move to fix 1971 as
the base year for identifying and deporting
foreigners, itis felt that the opposition should
be consulted if any change is to be made.

New Delhi

KWANGJU CRISIS

THE BATTERED SOUTH Korean city of
Kwangju remained in the hands of anti-
government rebels. The student leaders
of the insurrection said that they wanted
the United States as a “firm ally”to help
mediate a solution to the crisis. “The
US should exercise influence on the govern-
ment,” the militants told reporters as
the stalemate between them and martial
law authorities continued for the fourth
day. Student leaders also announced a new
death toll from the three days of rioting
last week, saying that they had collected
a total of 261 bodies, of which 100 remain
unidentified.
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THE IDEAS PAGE

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“What is now at stake is bigger than the future of Hong Kong, as important as
that is. Other nations should ask themselves whether they want China to
believe that it can trample on its pledges and renege on international treaties

with impunity.”

— THE GUARDIAN

[y
VIVEK DIVAN

A DECADE AGO, India demonstrated a
health-related response that was acclaimed
as a blueprint for how public health chal-
lenges can be successfully tackled. We seem
to have forgotten (or dismissed) the funda-
mentals of that success already.

The decades-long response to HIV/AIDS
fronted the following principles. First, deal-
ing with epidemics requires placing the most
marginalised and vulnerable at the forefront
of any strategy. If their needs are met —
whether in the form of access to information
and services, or respect for their bodily, so-
cial and economic integrity — not only are
their health outcomes more promising, but
inall likelihood, the needs and health of oth-
ers who are higher in the socio-economic
ladder will also be met through such a
thoughtful approach.

Shaping inclusive and nurturing health
systems and social environments means that
those delivering health are attuned to the re-
alities of the vulnerable and marginalised,
and can better serve their needs. It means
fostering an environment of health and gov-
ernance that those at the margins feel en-
couraged and safe to engage with. As a queer
man who was vulnerable to HIV, [ know how
very distant a health system that shunned
me and my ilk felt like in the 1990s. As a
lawyer who has long worked on issues re-
lated to health, I saw how transformative it
was to work with government bureaucrats,
physicians, nurses, police, employers, and
NGOs, who were open to conversations on
sex, sexuality, illness and law, and how, over
time, these dialogues fostered an enabling
environment in the health sector, which be-
gan to reflect in policy, and in wider societal
efforts to counter HIV.

In the case of HIV, fostering such an envi-
ronment meant sex workers, hijras, people
living with HIV, drug users, men who have
sex with other men were at the heart of
health and public policy efforts. In the con-
text of COVID-19, it means centering front-
line personnel such as healthcare workers,
sanitation workers, and the police, people
with co-morbidities, senior citizens, and
those whose lives are turned chaotic by harsh
measures such as lockdowns — daily wage
and migrant labourers, women and the ur-
ban poor.

Second, make the marginalised and vul-
nerable allies in this journey througha collec-
tive approach that listens to their needs and
offers appropriate solutions. Do not treat
them as subjects to be regimented, but part-
ners tobe empowered — bottom-up, not top-
down. Strengthen them with reliable, relat-
able, destigmatising and evidence-based
information and services, the rights to avail
these, and a health and social system that
does not castigate but welcomes.

This requires humility, a consciousness
to know that whatever our expertise, we

HIV lessons for

Covid-19

HIV/AIDS was thwarted by a bottom-up approach, in which the marginalised
and vulnerable were seen as partners, not subjects

don’t have the solutions to health issues
that are entwined with complex human re-
alities. And that although those in the most
serious predicaments may be lower in all
the kinds of ill-conceived ways by which we
measure social and human worth, they
probably have insights that lead us together
to solutions.

Third, leave one’s personal morality and
the all-too-common human tendency to
blame and vilify behind. This entails under-
standing how a disease transmits, but not
faulting those who have it. Like with COVID-
19, in HIV too an overwhelming majority of
people have no idea that they are carriers.

Doing this in relation to HIV led to some
extraordinary progress, including the matur-
ing of a health bureaucracy forwhom issues
of human sexuality and sexual behaviour be-
came routinely comfortable, one which was
honest and empathetic about such issues,
regularly at ease sitting with hijras and sex
workers to listen and learn from them, and
let such voices shape policy and practice,
which became so much more reflective of
ground realities, and therefore, more effec-
tive. Indeed, it was heartening to note that
some of those who served in government at
the peak of the HIV response are part of
ICMR’s high-level technical committee of ex-
perts on COVID-19. They will have lessons to
share from HIV. That advice should be
heeded.

HIV was thwarted from ravaging India
not by an intimidating top-down approach.
It was contained because of an empowered
community of affected citizens who de-
manded their health and related rights, and
a place at the table as responsible solvers of
the challenge, not docile recipients of direc-
tives. It was acommunity that demanded ac-

Admittedly, the response to
HIV was disease-centric,
strengthened with large
sums of financing and
human resources.
Unfortunately, it failed to
transform health systems
more broadly, which should
have been another positive
outcome of such a resource-
intensive effort. And
undoubtedly, COVID-19
and HIV are different in
their pathologies, causes,
manifestations and impacts.
Still, like the Basic Structure
of India’s Constitution, there
are some fundamentals
which are true and work
regardless of the nature of
things.

CR Sasikumar

cess to antiretroviral medication that made
the government roll out and scale up a free
programme that has saved and enhanced
millions of lives. It was an active and diverse
queer community that demanded anend to
laws like section 377 which made them vul-
nerable to violence, unjust criminality and
HIV that caused the law to be struck down. It
was avast swathe of citizens that worked on
and obtained India’s first anti-discrimination
law — the HIV/AIDS Act. Itis this community
which challenges illegitimate monopoly
claims by big pharma to patent life-saving
drugs that threaten to make medication un-
affordable.

Admittedly, the response to HIV was dis-
ease-centric, strengthened with large sums
of financing and human resources.
Unfortunately, it failed to transform health
systems more broadly, which should have
been another positive outcome of such are-
source-intensive effort. And undoubtedly,
COVID-19 and HIV are different in their
pathologies, causes, manifestations and im-
pacts. Still, like the Basic Structure of India’s
Constitution, there are some fundamentals
which are true and work regardless of the
nature of things.

Although the challenges of COVID-19
should not be dealt with in a disease-specific
manner, this crisis is a ripe opportunity to
strengthen the public health and social se-
curity system more fully, fortified by the hu-
mane and inclusive approaches that HIV has
shown us. It is not yet too late for India’s re-
sponse to COVID-19 to recalibrate so that it
serves community health and the public
good in just this manner.

The writer heads the Centre for Health
Equity, Law & Policy at ILS Pune

Crisis and leadership

Uttar Pradesh is setting an example, dealing with pandemic with efficiency, firmness

AKHILESH MISHRA

WE ARE STILLin the middle of the COVID-19
pandemic and, therefore, a more detailed
analysis of all the factors at play in real-time
may have to wait. However, several aspects
of this pandemic — what it will mean for the
world — are already visible.

At the global scale, the system of gover-
nance is itself at test. This is not a minor hap-
penstance, as history shows that such global
crises have often led to major upheavals in
the globally accepted forms of governments.
In the present context, the question being
posed is this: Is the autocratic model of
China, which claims to have stopped the
virus in its tracks, better? Or is the demo-
cratic model better? Considering the way
the virus has been handled in some large
democracies, an enterprising partisan could
make a case for the Chinese model. The par-
tisan could argue that South Korea or
Singapore are not really models since they
are very small states, and in terms of scale,
China has fared better than the US or Britain
in first managing the pandemic, and then
later, in restarting the economy. India is the
only spoilsport in this narrative. It is a large,
chaoticand diverse democracy. Yet, from en-
forcing strict and early lockdowns to provid-
ing economic relief to almost half a billion
people, and then to a gradual opening up,

India — under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi — stands as a shin-
ing democratic counter to the artificial glitz
of the autocratic Chinese model.

Closer home, an unstated contest be-
tween the various states is also playing out.
Which state leadership has proved its mettle
in this time of unprecedented crisis? While
ananswer to this question may have multiple
views, what cannot be contested is the emer-
gence of Yogi Adityanath as the state leader
with the most enhanced stature. He had al-
ready built a reputation for administrative
dexterity by the simultaneous and flawless
execution of the mega-scale Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas and the 2019 Prayagraj Kumbh Mela.
But in a sense, they were minor challenges.
The real mettle is tested when one needs to
react to unforeseen challenges — like COVID-
19 — Adityanath and his COVID-19“Team 11”
management team have, so far, performed in
a stellar fashion in managing all the dimen-
sions of this challenge.

First, in establishing a protocol for con-
tact tracing, testing and quarantining, Uttar
Pradesh has set a good example. The success-
ful Agra cluster containment model, for ex-
ample, has already attracted a lot of atten-
tion. In dealing with the violators of
guidelines, be it the Tablighis or others, the

state has displayed requisite tact and firm-
ness. So far, more than 2.52 crore people in
over 50 lakh homes have been reached by
over 60,000 surveillance teams.

Second, health infrastructure has been
scaled upinrecord time. Seventy-eight hos-
pitals of Level-1,64 government hospitals of
Level-2 and six hospitals of Level-3 — witha
combined bed capacity of 52,000 — have
been set up, covering every district of the
state. Fifty-three units manufacturing PPEs,
99 units making sanitisers and 412 units
making medical equipment and medicines
have been made functional in the state in the
last two months.

Third, Adityanath is the only state leader
to have understood the importance of pro-
viding early economic relief. It was the first
state government to provide Rs 1,000 each
to 5.97 lakh construction workers on March
24, Since then, in April, Rs, 1,000 each was
transferred to an additional almost 30 lakh
workers,and Rs 611 crore was transferred to
over 27 lakh MGNREGA workers. On May 1,
labour day, over 30 lakh workers were again
given Rs 1,000 each. All this is over and above
the central government relief packages.

Fourth, the state has been the most hu-
mane and proactive in managing the mi-
grants' movement. Apart from immediate

travel, food and financial assistance, the state
has also started preparing for the future. The
unskilled labour that once left the state is
now returning as a skilled and trained work-
force. Utilising the opportunity, a Migrants
Commission is being set up which, among
other things, will prepare a district-wise hu-
man-skills map for use by industries in a bid
toretain talent.

Fifth, realising the inherent opportunity
in the crisis, aggressive reforms carried out
at the state level — especially in labour laws
— have already attracted global attention.
Coupled with an already massive push to-
wards creating connectivity, easier land ac-
quisition processes and responsive state ma-
chinery, the state is putting its best foot
forward. Von Wellx became the first com-
pany to shift its manufacturing from China
to India post the COVID-19 crisis.
Coincidentally, it chose UP as its base.

It will be fascinating to watch how UP
fares in general, and Adityanath in particu-
lar, in the coming months and years. If the
response to the COVID-19 crisis is any barom-
eter, we are in for exciting times.

The writer is CEO, Bluekraft Digital
Foundation and was earlier director
(content) MyGov

When faith
is shaken

Toreinstall trust of diaspora in government as
effective rescuer, a Citizen Evacuation

Policyi

sneeded

When the central government finally
decided to offer a helping hand, it opted to
launch a paid repatriation mission rather
than an evacuation mission (which is free
of cost for the evacuee). Is this the time to
extracta pound of flesh from disheartened,
disappointed and fatigued Indians? The
Vande Bharat Mission along with Operation

JAIVEER SHERGILL

Samudra Setu has created history by being
the largest paid repatriation exercise. It has
also created history by being the most de-

ON JUNE 8, 2017, then External Affairs
Minister of India, the late Sushma Swaraj,
tweeted: “Even if you are stuck on Mars,
the Indian Embassy will be there to help
you.” This confidence-laden declaration to
help Indians on foreign soil during crises
stemmed from two factors. First, the glori-
ous track record of 30-plus successful over-
seas evacuations by the government since
Independence, including the Kuwait Airlift
and Operation Safe Homecoming. These,
despite being held during wartime condi-
tions, were characterised by a quick gov-
ernmental will and intent to shield the di-
aspora. Second, from the assurance given
to every citizen on the first page of the
Indian passport which reads “..Allow the
bearer to pass freely... and to affirm him or
her, every assistance and protection of
which he or she may stand in need”.

COVID-19 has not only tested the re-
silience of the medical and safety infra-
structure of the country but has also put to
the test the seriousness of the pledge of as-
sistance and protection made to every
Indian travelling or studying abroad. While
the reverse migration of labourers has ex-
posed faultlines in the welfare apparatus,
the commercialised, chargeable interna-
tional missions — “Vande Bharat” and
“Operation Samudra Setu” — expose the
arbitrary and slow-footed response of the
current central government towards the
repatriation of Indians stuck abroad.

The government shut down Indian
skies to all inbound traffic on March 22,
which left a large number of Indians
stranded in various countries. Indians ma-
rooned abroad stared at the bleak possibil-
ity of not returning home, faced evictions
from hostels and hotels in certain cases due
to safety measures as well as financial con-
straints. The sequence of events that fol-
lowed, rather than reassuring them, gave
the impression that the administration has
a discriminatory and whimsical approach
towards its citizens in need overseas. The
decision to sign a contract whereby Air
India would return safely the citizens of
four countries — Germany, Canada, France
and Ireland — and opting to fly back empty
instead of ferrying back Indians (desirous of
returning) left everyone with a sense of be-
trayal. The Ministry of External Affairs in-
dulged in self-congratulation in one of its
press briefings, for assisting 20,000 foreign
nationals in exiting India. But it failed to
share a blueprint or even give a commit-
ment about the return of Indian citizens
abroad, highlighting the “out of sight-out
of mind” mindset of the decision-makers.

layed and commercialised repatriation the
world has seen in recent times.

More often than not, whenever the ex-
ecutive fails, the judiciary comes to the res-
cue. Unfortunately, in the case of stranded
Indians, even the Supreme Court of India
on April 13 said, “stay where you are” inan
observation while dealing with the plea
seeking directions to the government to
initiate evacuation missions. The lacuna
and unpredictability of the government’s
response bring to the forefront the urgent
need for India to have a well-structured and
institutionalised rights-based “citizen evac-
uation policy” with the potential to be ini-
tiated and implemented without being
held hostage to unpredictable political
temperaments and the bureaucratic maze.

The fact that such a policy is critical for
being well-prepared for another COVID-19
like exigency is a foregone conclusion. Also,
keeping in mind the increasing traffic of
outbound students, businessmen, tourists
(the United Nations World Tourism
Organisation estimated that more than 50
million Indians will travel abroad till 2022),
researchers and job-seekers, India needs to
revisit its overseas evacuation strategy. As
suggested by a research paper on January
4, 2017,“India’s Expatriate Evacuation
Operations: Bringing the Diaspora Home”,
published by Carnegie India, legislators and
policy experts need to frame a set of stan-
dard operating procedures. These must not
be based on convenience but on the re-
quirement to strengthen the response
mechanism of Indian embassies worldwide
(amongst other things) so that every Indian
on foreign soil is aware of the law, timelines,
communication channels, individual rights
beyond the “11 line promise” printed on the
first page of the passport. At the same time,
the officials at the MEA need to answer why
there was a departure from the swift, non-
commercialised approach adopted in the
past, creating a trust deficit amongst the
help-seeking citizens.

The Prime Minister of India, in a tele-
vised interview on January 21, 2018,
claimed that the “Indian passport now has
different respect and strength”. Now, just
as the faith of migrant workers has been
shaken and demolished by the system, the
faith of students and tourists abroad stands
scarred. To reinstall the trust of the dias-
porain the government as an effective res-
cuer, a Citizen Evacuation Policy must be
tabled at the earliest.

The writer is a Supreme Court lawyer
and national spokesperson,
Indian National Congress

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LEARN NOW

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Think
smarter’ (IE, May 26). There has to be a
course correction in our Smart Cities
Mission. How little health figures in
smart city projects is ridiculous. Perhaps,
if our infrastructure had not been so
woefully inadequate, we may not have
been pushed behind closed doors for so
long. The lack of means to deal with
COVID-19 has led to indescribable suf-
fering. A healthy population is an asset
for a nation. It's time to realise this and
learn our lessons from the pandemic.
Vijai Pant, Hempur

FEAR MONGERS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The conta-
gion of fear’ (IE, May 26). The fear of an
unknown disease, a contagion that has
affected all aspects of life, is under-
standable. In India, though, the reaction
to the disease isn’t just about a natural
fear. The political class, particularly the
ruling party, has made the issue one of
demonising minorities. It's own ant-sci-
ence bias — as the author points out
through examples — encourages exclu-
sion and obscurantism.

Biswadeep Chatterjee, Delhi

UNEQUAL CITIZENS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Migration:
Our’s and theirs’ (IE, May 26). The writer
poignantly captures the unequal treat-
ment meted out to the interstate and
intra-state migrants, based on their
caste and class. Inequality — a marker
of capitalism — is today a way of life.
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KUMARAMANGALAM

® FORANAUTONOMOUS
EC:ASHWINIKULKARNI,
PRAMATHESH AMBASTA

www.indianexpress.com

With values like empathy, solicitude
and respect missing in public life, alarge
chunk of the population is reduced to
second-rate citizens. This betrays our
collective conscience and the human
spirit. A bit of conscientiousness and
due regard will go a long way.
Anirudh Parashar, Solan

DON'T SUCCUMB

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Unquiet
front’ ( IE, May 25). The stand-off be-
tween India and China on the border
appears to be a pressure tactic by the
Chinese to force India to play a low key
in the pandemic origin probe. India get-
ting close to the US has also irked the
Chinese. So, the latter has even pro-
voked Nepal to raise a border dispute in
Sikkim. India must stand its guard and
not succumb to Beijing’s bully tactics.
RD Singh, Ambala

New Delhi
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

l,1C-72974P MAJ LALIT MOHAN
SHARMA,S/O MR.OM
PRAKASH SHARMA have
changed my minor son’s
name,from ARIHAAN to
ARIHAAN SHARMA,for
all,future purposes.

0040538149-1

1, NIMA AGGARWAL W/O-
SUSHIL KUMAR, R/0O-POCKET-
E-15H.NO.102, 103 SECTOR-8.
ROHINI, DELHI-110085, HAVE
changed my name to NEEMA
BANSAL. 0040538169-5

I, Neeraj Chadha s/o Ramesh
Chadhar/o K-116, Third Floor,
Kirti Nagar, New Delhi-110015,
also known as Vicky Chadha.
Both are same person.

0040538153-1

I, Parveen Gambhir, S/o Om
Prakash Gambhir R/o0.NIL-11A,
Malviya-Nagar, New Delhi-
110017, have changed my
name to Praveen Gambhir,
permanently.

0040538169-3

1, SUSHIL KUMAR
AGGARWAL,S/0 SURAJBHAN
AGGARWAL,R/O-POCKET-E-15
H.NO.102,103 SECTOR-
8,ROHINI,DELHI-110085,have
changed my name to SUSHIL
KUMAR.

0040538169-4

I, V.Ali Rani,W/o
Vinayagam,R/0-24/8,
Thottakara
Street,Kalavai,Arcot-Taluka,
Vellore, Tamil Nadu-632506,
have changed my name to
Ushaand my Date-of-Birth is-
01-01-1960.

0040538169-6

1,JC-452026X SUB RAM
AVTAR,S/O RAMRSHWAR,R/O-
VPO-MAURI, TEH+DISTT-
CHARKHI DADRI,HARYANA-
123306,have changed my
minor son’s name,from ANKIT
SINGH JANGHU to ANKIT
KUMAR,for all,future
purposes. 0040538169-7

ISurender Kumar Alias
Surender Kumar Goel S/o
Jagdish Sharan Goel R/o R-
Extension-16, Vani Vihar,
Uttam Nagar, Delhi-110059,
have changed my name to
Surender Kumar Goel

0070705495-1

ISandeep Kumar Alias
Sandeep Kumar Ahuja S/o
Ram Prakash AhujaR/o V-71,
Sector-12, Gautam Budh
Nagar, Noida, UP-201301, have
changed my name to Sandeep
Kumar Ahuja. 0070705494-1

IMonika Chudasama W/o Kapil
Patel R/0-116 D.D.A.M.I.G Flats
PunjabiBagh New Delhi.have
changed my name to Monika.

0040538169-1

I, Brijinder Kaur Sethi D/o-
Rajinder Singh Sethi R/0-C-
38,40, BK-Dutt Colony,Lodhi-
Road, New-Delhi-110003,have
changed my nameto
Brijinder Kaur. 0040538169-2

I, Umarali s/0-Qayyum Ali R/o
B-1087, Old-B-181, New Ashok
Nagar, Vasundhra-Enclave,
Delhi-110096, have changed
my name to Umar Ali
permanently.  0040538169-11

Srinagar cardiologist complains against police, booked

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, MAY 26

POLICE HAVE opened a probe into
Saturday’sincidentin Srinagarin-
volving a senior interventional
cardiologist who said he was
stopped by police while on way to
hospital and kept at a police sta-
tion the entire day.

Dr Syed Magbool said he was
hit with a baton and later threat-
ened. He said he wasable to leave
the police station only in the
evening after his brother learnt of
his whereabouts.

A row erupted after police

booked Dr Maqbool, claiming he
tried to manhandle a policeman.

SSP Srinagar Haseeb Mughal
said: “A case stands registered
against him for attempting to
manhandle a policeman on duty.
Misbehaving and manhandling of
policemen on the job will not be
tolerated and firm legal action will
be taken... I have received this
complaint from the doctor, we
(will) getitverified. (I) have asked
SP Hazratbal Sudhansu Verma to
enquire into the matter.”

Dr Samia Rashid, principal of
Government Medical College and
Associated Hospitals, took up the
matter with the civil and police
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administration. She also tweeted
Monday, saying the “behaviour of
police has been deplorable to say
the least” since “we as frontline
workers have been working day
in and day out, risking our lives
and families”.

A police statement said IGP
Vijay Kumar “took strong notice”
and instructed a senior officer to
submit a factual. “It was also reit-
erated that doctors, paramedics
and police are jointly combating
Covid-19 and whatever incident
has taken place, we shall lookinto
them, conduct impartial enquiry
and take due action”.

On Tuesday, Bandipora CMO
Tajamul Hussain said his carwas
stopped at a checkpoint near
Nasoo and was not allowed to
proceed. He said he stepped out
of the vehicle and shouted at the
policemen - video clips of this
have since been doing the rounds.

Bandipora SP Rahul Malik
said the matter was resolved on
the spot. “There was no harass-
ment by police,” he said.

BMC ties up with
app-based cab
service to track
ambulances

Mumbai: In a bid to reduce the
response time taken by ambu-
lances to reach Covid-19 patients
and others in Mumbai, the
Brihanmumbai  Municipal
Corporation (BMC) has tied up
with aninternational app-based
cab service to track the move-
ment of 456 ambulances in real-
time and dispatch them quickly
where needed.

The operator of the app-
based cabs has provided BMC
withits software, through which
the location of the ambulances
spread across the city will be
available in the civic body’s Covid
war room. Municipal
Commissioner [ S Chahal, at a
joint press conference with Chief
Secretary Ajoy Mehta and Health
Secretary Dr Pradeep Vyas, made
the announcement on Tuesday.

ENS

LOST & FOUND

Original agreement of Shop
No.AF2B Space/Location AEZ,
Vaishali Ghaziabad has been
lost.Finder contact:Veena Rani
Sharma Mobile N0.9717788547.

0040538169-9

I, Ajay Srivastava,S/o-Late
Sh.R.A. Srivastava,R/0-
H.No0.47, Gali.No.4, Near-
Gandhi-Chowk, Budh-Bazar-
Road,Mohan-Garden,
Uttam-Nagar, New-Delhi-59.1
had lost my original-property
papers(Doc.N0.09AA081979/J0
81312) of above-property,
Finder-contact-9205239197.

0040538169-10

MULTIPLE VACANCIES

R.K. College of Education
V&PO: Bhora Kalan, Gurgaon
09812654962, 09416836657
Email: chairmanrkcollege@gmail.com

REQUIRED
Teaching & Non Teaching Staff for B.Ed. Course
Teaching Staff: Principal:01

Assistant Professor in Education-04

Assistant profession in pedagogy
Subject:08(Hindi-01, Social Studies-01,
English-01, Science-01, Commerce-01,

Eco.-01, Maths-01, Skt.-01)

Fine Art-01, D.P.-01, Music/Dance-01
Non-Teaching Staff:
Librarian-01, Computer Instructor-01,
Library Att.-01, Lab Tech.-01, Lab.
Attendant-01, Computer Operator-01,
Head Clerk-01, Clerk-01,
Peon-01, Mali-01, Chokidar-01
Note: Qualification and pay scale as per
norms of NCTE M.D. University Rohtak.
Candidate with qualification M.A.,
M.Ed/M.Sc., M.Ed. can apply. Preference
will be given to NET/Ph.D. Apply within 07
days with complete bio-data along with
documents to college and a copy to Dean
Colleges. M.D. UNIVERSITY ROHTAK.
Note: Candidates can send apzphcation
within 21 days from 27.05.2020 to|
16.06.2020. Candidates who have applied

earlier, need not to apply again.

“PUBLIC NOTICE

The general public at large is hereby informed
that my client, Inder Kumar Soni, S/o Sh.
Suhara Ram, R/o RZD-1/162, Street no.7,
Palam Dabri Road, Mahavir Enclave-l, New
Delhi-110045 hereby severed all his relations,
disinherit, disown and debar his Son Pankaj
Kumar Soni and his wife and minor son, from
all his movable and immovable estates due to
their misconduct and misdeeds. Henceforth,
any acts and actions of abovenamed persons
shall in no manner construe and constitute
any liability or responsibilities towards my
client, and anybody who has been dealing
with him or them in any manner whatsoever,
will be doing so at his/her/their own risk, cost
and peril.
Please take notice accordingly.”.
C.M. Gopal (Advocate)
E-97/24, Flat No. 202, 2nd Floor,
Bengali Colony, Mahavir Enclave-,
New Delhi-110045

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my clients Shri Tara Singh
son of Late Hukam Chand and Mrs. Rajesh Devi
wife of Shri Tara Singh both Rio 18, Tikkar
Mohalla, Maidan Garhi, South Delhi, Delhi-110068,
caused this notice to the General Public that my
above named clients have disinherited, debarred
and disowned their son namely Kamal Singh
Dagar, daughter-in-law namely Smt. Jyoti and
minor grand-son namely Dushyant from their all
movable, immovable properties because of their
acts, conduct un-bearable behavior towards my
clients. Since last six months both my clients and
their elder son namely Deepak Singh and his wife
namely Priti have already severed all relations with
Kamal Singh Dagar & his wife Jyoti. My clients
have no concern with their son, his wife and grand-
son in any manner whatsoever. Now onwards any
person deals with said Kamal Singh Dagar and his
wife Jyoti in any manner would be doing so at their
own risk and consequences.
Sdi- Anup Singh (Advocate)
D/992/2003
Ch. No. 508, Saket Courts New Delhi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known my clients (1) RAJINDER
PRASAD S/O SH. SHISH RAM (2)
NIRMAL BANSAL W/O SH. RAJINDER
PRASAD BOTH RESIDENT OF 46,
SAWAN PARK EXTN., ASHOK VIHAR,
PHASE-III, DELHI-110052  have
disowned and severed all their relation
with their son namely SUNIL KUMAR
and debarred him from his movable and
immovable properties/ assets due to his
misbehavior, unfamiliar  activities,
intolerable act, misconduct and going
against my client. Anybody dealing with
him in civil and criminal matter shall be
doing at his/her/their own risk, cost and
responsibility and my client's family shall
not be liable for his any act.
KAMAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-748/14

PUBLIC NOTICE

The general public is hereby
informed that my Client Smt.
Nirmala W/o Sh. Rajbir Singh S/o
Late. Sh. Bharat Singh R/o -333,
Village Jaunti, Delhi-110081 hereby
declares that our Son Lakshay Vats
(Age 26) & his wife Neelam & her
daughter (0.6) are not well
behaving with us and also showing
selfish attitude towards us.
Therefore we hereby severe and
disowned from all assets &
liabilities from now onward. Any
person deals with Sh. Lakshay Vats,
will be at their own risks and my
client shall not be responsible of
any claim against him with
immediate effect in any
circumstances. Sd/-
Narendra Kumar Sharma

(Advocate)
ENRL- ID-D/1587/2010
Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-88

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be It Known To All That My Clients
Shri. Arun Kumar Agarwal S/O Lt.
Dr. Jagannath Agarwal AND Smt.
Renu Agarwal W/O Arun Kumar
Agarwal Both R/O M-602, JMD
Gardens, Sohna Road, Sector-33,
Gurugram, Haryana, have debarred
their younger son Pranav Agarwal,
his wife Smt. Ritu Agarwal, and their|
children Miss Maheika and Miss Sia,
from all their self acquired movable-
immovable properties because of
their disrespectful and arrogant
behavior towards them for the last 13
years of their marriage and from now
onwards they will have no relations
whatsoever with my clients. My
clients will have nothing to do with
any of the actions of the above said
persons.

Sd/-

R.K.S. BAJWA (ADVOCATE)
CH. NO. 114 LAWYERS BLOCK,
SAKET COURTS,

NEW DELHI-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE

My dlients Sh. Sanjay Goel s/o Late Sh.
Mahavir Prashad Goel and his wife Smt.
Sarita Goel both are R/o 1/78, Sadar Bazar,
Delhi Cantt, New Delhi 110010, have
disowned/ disinherited their son Sh. Vaibhav
Goel from all their movable and immovable
properties and severed all their relations with
him. He has moved out of my client's relation
and properties own his own extinguishing all
his existing and future rights and claims.
Hence, he is out of my client's approach and
control. My client will not be responsible for
any civil and criminal act performed by him. If
any person who deals with the above said
person may do so at his/her own risk, cost and
consequences.

DEVRAJ AGGARWAL (ADVOCATE)
DELHI HIGH COURT

Enrl. No. 2523/2014

Ch. No. 756-A, Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054
01123935650 / 9810081751
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E'-"] CHENNAI METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

1. NATURE : Sealed tenders are invited in the prescribed form.

2. ADDRESS : PURCHASE MANAGER, Materials Department, No.1, Pumping Station Road,
Chintadripet, Chennai-2. Telephone No: 044 28451300, Extn:272
E-Mail: pmcmwssb@gmail.com
Tender schedule can be downloaded from websites: www.chennaimetrowater.tn.nic.in &

www.tenders.tn.gov.in
3. DETAILS OF TENDER :

SI. | Tender No. Description EMD Amount
No.| anddate P in Rs.
MAT/ Hmng of Walter Tanker Lorr.|es of 16090 10,000/-
1. 07/010/2020 litres, 9000 litres and 6000 litres capacity per Vehicle
on contract basis for three years 2020-2023

Availability of Tender Schedule : From 28.05.2020 to 30.06.2020 upto 3.00 P.M.
Due Date & Time for receipt of Tender : 01.07.2020 upto 3.00 P.M.
Due Date & Time of opening of Tender: 01.07.2020 after 3.00 P.M.
DIPR/1907/Tender/2020 PURCHASE MANAGER

TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, TWAD BOARD, MADURAI.
ADDENDUM/CORRIGENDUM
TENDER EXTENSION NOTICE No.1 /DATED : 20.05.2020
Ref : T.O. IFB No.F.Kadamalaikundu CWSS /SDO I/ CW /2020 /
Dt : 17.04.2020
The period of sale of tender documents and receipt & opening of
tenders called for in the reference is extended as below.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

9419439P LNK RAM KUMAR PRADHAN 26 MAY
On this day 9419439P Lnk Ram Kumar Pradhan of 1/11 Gorkha Rifles
(BATALIK) made the supreme sacrifice during 'OP VIJAY' (Kargil) in
May 1999 in a true act of valour. The brave soldier will always be
remembered for his enthusiasm. To this braveheart we pledge that we
shall always be guided by his immortal spirit and make his name
proud.
CO AND ALL RANKS, 1/11 GORKHA RIFLES
(BRAVEST OF THE BRAVE) (BATALIK)

PpoAax e fafEes
Container Corporation of In

Ltd.
Navratna Company (A Govt. of India Undertaking)
ICD, Tughlakabad, New Delhi — 110 020
TENDER NOTICE (E-Tendering Mode Only)
Online tender in single bid system is invited for the work of “Construction of rest rooms for
Custom Officials at 1st floor on transport building at MMLP/ KHATUWAS”, only through e-
tendering mode. The bid document can only be downloaded after paying Rs. 1000.00 through
online from the website (www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL).
Tender No. DESH/A/K [Rest-R
Estimated Cost Rs. 65.11 Lakhs (Inclusive of all)
Completion Period 04 months fromthe 15th day after date of issue of letter of acceptance.
Earnest Money Deposit*™ Rs.1,30,220/- Through e-payment
Cost of Document™ Rs. 1000/ inclusive of all taxes and duties through e-payment
Tender Processing Fee* Rs. 3,841/- Inclusive of all taxes and duties (Non-refundable)
through e-payment.
From 27.05.2020 (11:00 hrs.) to 16.06.2020 (upto 17:00 hrs.)
Date & Time of submission | onor before 17.06.2020 upto 15:00 hrs.
Date & Time of Opening 19.06.2020 at 15:30 hrs.
* Through e-Payment CONCOR reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without
assigning any reasons thereof. For complete details logon to www.concorindia.com or
www.eprocure.gov.in or www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL. Group General Manager (Tech)/NR

/2020

Date of Sale (On Line)

Name of
work

Providing Combined Water Supply Scheme to 250 Rural
Habitations in Kadamalaikundu - Mayiladumparai, Andipatty
and Theni Unions in Theni District including maintenance for a
period of 5 years. (Period of completion - 18 months)

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clientess Smt. Shanti Devi,
W/O Sh. Pardeshi, S/o Mithai Lal
Both R/O. Near Bhagat Ji Mandir,
A-270, Gali No. 5, Part-2, Pusta-1,
Sonia Vihar, Sabhapur, Delhi-94,
have disowned their son Suresh
Kumar and his wife Smt. Pushpa
from their all movable and
immovable properties and have
severed all relations with them due
to their egoistic and non-
cooperative attitude and anyone
dealing with them shall be doing so
at his own risk and responsibility.
FC GIRL (Advocate)
ENRL No.: D-972/2001

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to public at large
that my client Sh. Shammi Sethi S/o Late
Sh. Chander Bhan Sethi R/o A-280, Upper
Ground Floor, Vikaspuri, New Delhi-110018
is the sole owner of the Property bearing
No. A-280, Vikaspuri, New Delhi excluding

Second Floor by virtue of WILL duly
registered as a Document No. 2,606 in

Addl. Book No. 3, Volume No. 4,456 on

pages 102 to 103, dated 14/01/1999,
executed by his father late Sh. Chander
Bhan Sethi. My client Sh. Shammi Sethi is
selling the First Floor of the above said
Property bearing No. A-280. Any person
having any right, title, interest, claim of

demand of any nature whatsoever in
respect of the said property is hereby

required to make the same known in

writing with the documentary proof
thereof to my client within Fourteen days
from the date of publication.

Advocate A. K. Verma
319, DC, Janakpuri

PUBLIC NOTICE

The general public is hereby
informed that my client Shri Arun
Pasricha S/o Late Shri_Prakash
Nath Pasricha R/o CB-44-A,
Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088
hereby declares that my Son
Anshul Pasricha & his Wife Divya
Pasricha are not well behaving with
me and also showing selfish
attitude towards me. Therefore
we hereby severe all our relations
with him & his family members. He
is therefore debarred and
disowned from all assets &
liabilities from now onward. Any
person deals with Anshul Pasricha,
will be at their own risks and my
client shall not be responsible of
any claim against him with
immediate effect in any

Period of sale of bid documents
Last date for receipt of tenders
Opening of tenders

Upto 5.45 P.M on 03.06.2020
Upto 3.00 P.M on 05.06.2020
At 3.30 P.M on 05.06.2020
All other terms and conditions already published remain unaltered.

DIPR/ 1922 TENDER/2020 Chief Engineer (i/c),
TWAD Board, Madurai

NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN TENDER NOTICE (E-Tender)
For and on behalf of President of India, the Divisional Railway Manager (Mechanical),
Northern Railway, Delhi Division invites E-tender for following work from experienced
and capable tenderers.

-

Tender No. 197-S/235/Hiring-Truck/DL1/20/MC-IV

Hiring of Truck (Carrying capacity-4.5T) at Coach Care Centre,
Delhifor transportation of Railway material for two years.

2 | Name of work

3 | Advertised Tender Value | Rs. 15,72,314.64/- (Excluding GST & ECC)

Rs. 31,400/~ (Note: It should be in the form of net
banking or gateway only. FDR not be accepted as
EMD for tender invited on IREPS)

4 | Earnest money in favour
of Sr.DFM/NR, New Delhi

Date & time of submission of tender bid | Up to 23.06.2020 at 12:00 hrs.

Website particulars where complete details of tender
documents can be seen

www.ireps.gov.in

NC leadership
should express
party’s stand on
J&K spl status,
says top leader

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, MAY 26

SEEKING TO break the party lead-
ership's silence on abrogation of
Jammu and Kashmir's special sta-
tus and bifurcating the erstwhile
state into two Union Territories, a
senior National Conference (NC)
leader has asked whatis stopping
his party and its leaders from ex-
pressing the NC's “principled
stand” on the issue.

While agreeing that the
Centre’s response could be “ugly
and brutal” if the party breaks its
silence, former J&K minister Aga
Roohullah asked his NC col-
leagues to be “ready for that”.

Roohullah told The Indian
Express: “The National Conference
has a known principled stand for
the last 70 years: autonomy,
(Article) 370 and the conditions of
accession to India, Constitutional
guarantees. All those were vio-
lated illegitimately on August 5
[last year, when special status to
J&Kwas withdrawn].”

He said the party does not
need “permission from (New)
Delhi” to express what happened
on August 5,2019.

“The only apprehension s, it
may cause a backlash, in a sense
that Delhi will respond in a very
ugly (way); their response would
be more brutal. But my point is, be
ready for that. It is not all about
rosy gardens. If you think the po-
litical process means only elec-
tions, (getting to) the Secretariat
and chairs, we

are misplaced.

Bids in physical form not accepted.

Federation conference hall on 08.06.2020 at11.30AM
Place : Chennai - 35

Date : 26.05.2020

DIPR/1908/TENDER/2020

TAMIL NADU CO-OPERATIVE SUGAR FEDERATION LTD

690, ANNA SALAI, PERIYAR EVR BUILDING, 5TH FLOOR NANDANAM, CHENNAI - 600 035.
Phone : 044-24330083,24344177. E-mail: tamilnaducoopsugarfederation@gmail.com

e-Tender (on-line) Notice for Appointment of 0&M Contractor

On line bids are invited through e-tender portal https://tntenders.gov.in for
appointment of Contractor for Operation and Maintenance (O&M) of
Bagasse/Coal/Bio-mass Based Co-generation Power Plants in 6 Cooperative
and Public Sector Sugar Mills. The last date for submission of bids is 25.06.2020
at11.00 A.M and Part 1 Bids will be opened on 26.06.2020 at 11.00 A.M onwards.

Pre bid Meeting in this regard is going to be held in Tamil Nadu Coop. Sugar

Managing Director

We are then
not doing jus-
tice to our job,
toourpeople.”
Areligious
cleric with
hold among
J&K's  Shia
population,
Roohullah is
an important
andinfluential
NCleader and
has been a

NORTHERN RAILWAY
OPEN TENDER NOTICE (E-Tender)
For and on behalf of President of India, the Divisional Railway Manager (Mechanical),

Northern Railway, Delhi Division invites E- tender for following work from experienced
and capable tenderers.

.
A AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Notice Inviting Tender
E-Tender ID:- 2020_AAI_48874 _1
E-Tender in the prescribed format are hereby invited for
following Facility at CCSI Airport Lucknow:- Name of
facility: Application Based Cab Aggregator Service.

of Railway material for two years.
3. | Advertised Tender Value | Rs. 46,21,935.60/- (Excluding GST & ECC)

No. 197-S/235/Hiring-Truck/DLI/20/MC-IV Date: 23.05.2020 1176/2020

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice

SRDEN/C/MB acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites E-Tenders
against following tenders closing date 23.06.2020, 16:00. Bidders will be able to
submit their original/revised bids upto closing date and time only. Manual offers are not
allowed against this tender, and any such manual offer received shall be ignored.
Contractors are allowed to make payments against this tender towards tender
document cost and earnest money only through online payment modes available
on IREPS portal like net banking, debit card, credit card etc. Manual payments through
Demand draft, Banker’s cheque, Deposit receipts, FDR etc. are not allowed.

Tender No. 34-DRM-MB-20-21
Date Date :-26.05.2020
Name of work Hiring of one no. Multi Utility vehicle (Toyota Innova, Tata

Safari Storme, Mahindra XUV 500, or similar) on monthly
basis for official use of Sr. DEN/III/MB for the period of
two years.

23.06.2020 16:00
Rs. 11,69,932.32

Tender Closing Date Time
Advertised Value (Rs.)

circumstances. Sdi- Earnest Money (Rs.) Rs.23400.00
Naren e o arma Tender Doc. Cost (Rs.) 2000.00
sﬁﬂfﬁh;',%?ghsfggﬁfﬁe Bidding Start Date 09.06.2020
Validity of Offer (Days) 45Days
PUBLIC NOTICE Period of Completion 24 months

General Public is hereby
informed that my client
Anita W/o Late Sh. Sunil
Kumar R/o A-188A,
Nandram Park, Uttam
Nagar, Delhi- 110059 has
debarred and disowned her
son Nikhil Kumar Sachdeva
from their all movable-
immovable properties due
to their disobedient and
misconduct with my family.
In future my client shall not
be responsible by his any
acts, deed or conduct.
Dilawar Singh (Advocate)
G-719, Karkardooma
Court, Delhi-110032
M. 9811451160

MPORTAN

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

No. 75-W/2/3/WA/Publication DATED : 26.05.2020

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

1190/2020

4. | Earnest money in Rs. 92,400/~ (Note: It should be in the form of net

favour of Sr.DFM/NR, banking or gateway only. FDR not be accepted as
New Delhi EMD for tender invited on IREPS)

5. | Date & time of submission Up to 25.06.2020
of tender bid at 12:00 hrs.

6. | Website particulars where complete details
of tender documents can be seen

No.: 197-S/193/Hiring-Truck/NDLS & NZM/19/MC-IV Date: 23.05.2020 1177/20

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

www.ireps.gov.in

ey st Finem oo srerenmr wneeme - (e
HATIOMAL INSTITUTE OF PHARMACEUTICAL
EDUCATION AND RESERRCH [NIPER]

Er A - b

o1 QAL PUK I,
Rz H

E:Tender Molice T152023
Dbia b mckesvata v el o Tt o i Chredar Ma bl irs sl oo Phafrdatsidiosd

E S Idl'\.l -

|ESEAPCHHAL C-HRNE |
Mo By P SO T e A b E T {

Frossore Woima: ERTIETH

Gl Do e r kI B BN ST SN 0 ST
B T PR S
Lryredsl o |
VT e bR e Er A b P e s |
oF welrds latrer Socuemen asphedy colate Comgenduvadgenural any erd
Appiyesn e wst e webe e danezard.comnipar & hitscimipargow
eofs| eral b aorepied ofly thiougt mode ond rocmasia sebim il
artedyred Divecor, MFER resenves e night 1o repast oy o -39 f=peacs
ATEOTETG BTy FEE0RS,

e
.

e
L=

i

i
LR

R
?

1. | Tender No. | 197-S/193/Hiring-Truck/NDLS & NZM/19/MC-IV Tender
2. | Name of Hiring of Trucks (Carrying capacity-4.5T) at Coach Care 9
work Centre, New Delhi and Hazrat Nizamuddin for transportation

ing fee Rs. 10,000/-, EMD- Rs. 4,70,000/-,
MRLF-9,82,000/- and other Govt. taxes /charges etc. Last
Date of Submission: 28.05.2020, 15.00hrs.

for further details & updates visit www.etenders.gov.in /
www.aai.aero

three-time legislator.

He said the party has reasoned
thatitis silent on these issues be-
cause the NCworking committee
could not meet, as several of its
members are detained under the
Public Safety Act (PSA), or are de-
tained athome.

Roohullah, also a member of
the working committee, said:
“They (party leaders) have their
ownreasons; they have theirown
justifications, to which I partially
agree and partially do not. They
give justification --- they are my
colleagues, and I do not separate
myself from the party; my col-
leagues --- that unless they
(working committee members)
are released, and then meet and
collectively decide, we should not
speak, as it is the mandate of the
working committee.”

But, he said, “we don’t need a
mandate from the working com-
mittee to express our principled
stand. We were betrayed --- en-
tire Jammu and Kashmir was be-
trayed, the instrument of acces-
sionwas torn apartillegitimately.
To make an opinion or to express
what happened on August 5, you
don’tneed the committee's man-
date. Whatyou need the working
committee for is to decide the
methodology --- how we go
about it, what kind of response
(party should give), the kind of re-
ply, process, the methods we
adopt...”

After he was released from jail
inMarch, former J&K chief minis-
ter and NC vice-president Omar
Abdullah had said that he would
talk politics later - “let’s first fight
this coronavirus”, he had said. But
Roohullah asked if the pandemic
has not stopped the Union gov-
ernment, what is “stopping us”.

Party chief Farooq Abdullah
has also been silent on the issue
of abrogation of J&K's special sta-
tus since his release from deten-
tion.

“The other side, which is New
Delhi, as Ram Madhav put it, has
taken it to its logical conclusion.
They did everything they wanted
todoand turned usintodust. They

are doing their job, (but) what
stops us,” heasked. “They are not
stopped by the pandemic..what
stops us? This pandemicisn’t go-
ing anywhere, anytime soon.
Whatever happens during that
course, whatever is happening,
we may noteven beina position
torespond.”

habitations in Nagapattinam District.

2. Providing Combined Water Supply Scheme to 134 Rural Habitations in Kumbakonam Union of

Thanjavur District.

3. Providing Combined Water Supply Scheme to 73 rural habitations in Veppur union of Perambalur —

Extension of tender Notice -reg.

TNJ/dt.08.05.2020 (SI.No.2)

3. This office Extension of Tender Notice No. 1-1/F. CWSS to 73/ 2020/ SDO/ CE-TNJ/ dt.08.05.2020

(SI.No.3)

The sale period, Last date of receipt and opening of tenders in the references cited for the above works
is here by extended as below in continuation of the Govt. announcement of 144 extension due to prevailing

COVID-19 Virus spreading precautionary measures.

1. Thisoffice |.F.B.No:-02/F. CWSS to 893/2020/ SDO/ CE-TNJ/ dt: 17.04.2020 (SI.No.1)
2. This Office Extension of Tender Notice No. 11-2 / F. CWSS to 134 /2020/ SDO/ CE-

TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD
ADDENDUM/CORRIGENDUM
Extension of Tender Notice
No.1-3-2 /F. CWSS /2020/ SDO/ CE-TNJ/ dt : 22.05.2020
Sub: 1. Creation of an additional source with pump house to Combined Water Supply Scheme to 893

Sl. No Description Extended up to
The lastdate for Sale of Tender 03.06.2020 upto 5.45 P.M
The last date for receipt of Tender 05.06.2020 upto 3.00 P.M
Date & Time of opening of Tender 05.06.2020 at 3.30 P.M

All other terms and conditions already published remain unaltered.

DIPR/ 1921 /TENDER/2020 Iy Chief Engineer (ifc), TWAD Board, Thanjavur

| WESTERN RAILWAY-AHMEDABAD DIVISION
VARIOUS ENGINEERING WORKS

E-Tender Notice No. 04 of 2020-2021 dated 22.05.2020

Sr.| E-Tender Approximate EMD
No No. Neme of Work NIT Coast Coast
01 | DRM-ADI- | Gandhidham-New Bhuj section

99-2020-21| Providing 01 (One) nos. Road ¥20084353.74|X 250400.00

under Bridges to eliminate manned level crossing no. 09 at km13/5-6 on
Gandhidham-New Bhuj section by Launching Pre-casted RCC box segments (CUT
& COVER Method) including provision of drainage arrangement, covering shed,
provision of temporary diversions i.e. earthwork, soling, WBM etc., and other related
miscellaneous works related to the road under bridges.

02 | DRM-ADI- [ CC surfacing of parking plots at
100-2020-21| Chandlodiya station, Maninagar

¥ 5230877.95 | ¥ 104600.00

form can be purchased

ol

EMD to be deposited

Rs. 32,400/- (Rs. Thirty Two Thousand Four
Hundred only) to be deposited by online payment
mode at www.ireps.gov.in

[l

Completion period of the work| Three (03) year from the date of award of work

Date & Time for
submission of tender
& opening of tender

18.06.2020 up to 15:00 hrs. and opening 15:30
hrs. same day

©

.|Website particulars where
complete details of tender can
be seenetc.

www.ireps.gov.in

No. 31-Med-SAN-Garbage-SOJ-LPNR-2020-23. Dated 22.05.2020

1180/2020

1| Name of work with Conservancy contract for removal of Solid Waste/ - . -
location rubbish/refuse/hedge cuttings etc. from the NORTHERN RAILWAY station and Kalupur station and Improvement to Vatva Diesel shed canteen.
dustbins/ heaps or nominated sites of Railway 03 | DRM-ADI- | Ahmedabad Division: Conversion
Stations, Railway Colonies and other Railway E- TENDER NOTICE 101-2020-21| of SWR/Free rails into LWR by using ¥70035281.87| ¥ 500200.00
premises at Sarojini Nagar, Lajpat Nagar, Gulabi No. ELKS/SRE/SC/RT/T-11 dtd. 23.05.2020 flash butt welds with Mobile Flash Butt plant.
Bagh, Sewa Nagar and Lodhi Road Colony, New| | Open tender through E-tendering are invited by Sr. Divisional Electrical 04| DRM-ADI- | Dee f ;
R \ N p screening of loop lines and
Delhi with contractor's own labour & cleaning| | Engineer/TRS, Electric Loco Shed, Khanalampura Yard, Northern Railway, 102-2020-21| Point and Crossing in Yards and ¥ 6258870.67 | % 125200.00
|nt'\rfnlementrs1; and udse of his c;wn(}ruck{terrlpr)]o oranyl | Saharanpur (Ambala Division) for and on behalf of the President of India from the associated work in jurisdiction of Sr. DEN/SOUTH/ADI.
other mechanized means for dumping the same i p i i ; .
into the Municipal Corporation dur?\pigg grounds registered tenderer on web site www.ireps.gov.in for.the following work upto 10:30 05 | DRM-ADI- | Rag picking and cleaning of tracks 2 10984510.50] % 204900.00
everyday by 09:00 frs, and keeping the area in hrs on the date of closing shown against the work and will be opened thereafter :- 103-2020-21| on approaches to stations under . -
and 3 meter around the dustbins clean and Open Tender No. ELKS/SRE/SC/RT/T-11 SSE (P.Way) BG Sabarmati jurisdiction.
hygienic on a monthly payment basis. Name of work Cleaning & Up-keeping arrangement of ELKS/SRE for a | || 06 | DRM-ADI- | Hiring of Truck for maintenance of ?2214398.82| 244300.00
2/Approximate estimate cost  |Rs. 44,999/- Per Month or Rs. 16,19,964/- (Rs. period of 18 months 104-2020-21| track for Sr. Section Engineer (P.Way)
Sixteen Lakh Nineteen Thousand Nine Hundred Date of Closing/Opening | 13.06.2020 -Kalol underjurisdiction of ADEN (MG) Sabarmati (for Two years).
Sixty Four only) for three years & GST extra as 07 | DRM-ADI- | Viramgam-Cleaning and annual 2447168.00 | 2900000
applicable. Approx. Cost. % 28,26,011.00 105-2020-21| maintenance contract of under ground ' )
3.|Costoftender form Rs. 2360/- (Rs. Two Thousand Three Hundred Earnest Money Z 56,500.00 drainage for (02 Year).
Sixty only) to be deposited by online payment - - 08| DRM-ADI- [C m -
. L Completion period 18 Month -ADI- | Constructiion of office of Senior
. mode at www.ireps.gov.in mploTonp 106-2020-21] Sectional Engineer / JE (Pway)|< | 00050293 ¥ 20500000
4 Add"?ss ofthe office Www.ireps.gov.in Validity period 30days and tool room for artisan staff at Sanand, Jakhwada and Detroj under jurisdiction of
website where the tender Costoftenderform 3,000.00 (non refundable) Divisional engineer (West) Ahmedabad.

1. The required Earnest Money & Tender Document Cost will only be accepted through
online payment modes available on IREPS portal like net banking, debit card, credit
card etc. upto tender closing date and time i.e. 13.06.2020 at 10:30 hrs. Manual
payments through demand draft, bankers Cheque, deposit receipts, FDR etc. are not
allowed. Offers which are not complying above will be considered invalid.

. Tenderer(s) should have Class-Ill Digital Signature Certificate to participate in
E-Tendering of Works Tenders.

. Tenderer are required to upload self-attested scanned copies of all related eligibility
documents as per conditions.

. Taxes & Charges will be applicable as per extant rule.

. Fordetails, please log on IREPS website www.ireps.gov.in

N

w

N

o

1173/2020

09 | DRM-ADI- | Repairs to plaster, flooring and
107-2020-21| sanitary fitting at Dhrangadhra

colony and repairs to open and under ground drainage at Halvad under jurisdiction of
Assistant Divisional Engineer-Dhrandadhra.
10 | DRM-ADI- | Out sourcing of track maintenance

108-2020-21| activities under jurisdiction of|? 13225101'94| ¥216100.00
Sr.Section Engineer (P.Way) Patan for one year.
For All Above tenders: Closing date & time of e-tender: 23.06.2020 at 15.00 hrs.,
Office Address: Sr, Divisional Engineer,(Co.Ordination), Anmedabad, DRM Office,
Nr. Chamunda Bridge, Opp. New Swadeshi Mill, Naroda Road, Amdupura,
Ahmedabad-382345, Website for participating e-tender: www.ireps.gov.in 29

38187238.58 | % 163800.00

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE Like us on: lfd facebook.com/WesternRly « Follow us on:E3 twitter.com/WesternRly
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SOUND OF S

WHILE THERE was much political attention on Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi’s remarks on the Maha Vikas Aghadi gov-
ernment in Maharashtra, the silence by another leader has
not escaped the attention of the political class. Former
Mabharashtra chief minister and senior BJP leader Devendra
Fadnavis on Tuesday reeled out figures of the financial aid
given by the Centre to the state, and accused the state govern-
ment of not utilising the money. But there was noimmediate
retort by state Finance Minister Ajit Pawar, surprising Congress
leaders. Many of them are now wondering whether to read
any political meaning into Ajit Pawar’s silence given his po-
litical manoeuvrings only six months ago.

ILENCE

Piyush Goyal.

MASKS ON TRACK

VICE PRESIDENT M Venkaiah Naidu's office is learnt to have
requisitioned washable masks from the Railways, and have
been supplied some 1,000 masks and informally informed
that more can be given, if needed. Not just Naidu, the masks,
made at coaching workshops in Northern Railways, are be-
ing used by all top bosses in the Railways, including minister

FRIEND IN NEED

THE BJP, which is in a bitter battle with the ruling Trinamool
Congress in West Bengal, does not leave any opportunity to
show that its leaders are more connected with the people of
the state. On Monday, when domestic flight services resumed
after nearly two months, many arrived in Delhi to catch flights
to their respective states. However, confusion over protocols
meant many flights were cancelled at the last moment.
Students belonging to West Bengal, Tripura, Assam and
Nagaland from a private university in Punjab got stranded in
Delhi after flights to their states got cancelled. When the uni-
versity sought help, representatives from these states inter-
vened and got them accommodated in respective state bha-
vans. With those from West Bengal reportedly not receiving
any help, the students, including a few girls, were on their way
back to Punjab when someone contacted BJP leader
Shivprakash. Shivprakash, the party's Bengal in-charge, im-
mediately intervened. As the bus reached Sonipat in Haryana,
he made arrangements for the students there.

GOING EAST

PERIASAMY KUMARAN, who is presently Ambassador of India
to Qatar and was present at the US-Taliban signing ceremony
inDoha in February, is now headed to Singapore as the Indian
High Commissioner. Kumaran, a 1992-batch IFS officer, will re-
place Jawed Ashraf, who is headed to France as Indian ambas-
sador. Ashraf was in the PMO earlier.

CID to re-examine 2018
abetment to suicide case
against Arnab: Deshmukh

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI, MAY 26

MAHARASHTRA HOME Minister
Anil Deshmukh said Tuesday
that a abetment to suicide case
registered against Republic TV ed-
itor-in-chief Arnab Goswami and
two others in 2018, which had
been closed by the Raigad police
last year, will now be re-investi-
gated by the state CID.

Deshmukh said that based
on the request of the family
members of Anvay Naik, who
along with his mother Kumud
Naik, were found dead at their
bungalow in Alibaug in May
2018, the case will be reinvesti-
gated by the CID.

Deshmukh said he ordered
reinvestigation after Adnya Naik,

the daughter of Naik, claimed
the police did not probe the non-
payment of dues which had
driven her father and grand-
mother to suicide.

“Adnya Naik had complained
to me that #AlibaugPolice had
notinvestigated non-payment of
dues from #ArnabGoswami's
@republic which drove her entre-
preneur father & grandmom to
suicidein May 2018," he tweeted.

Raigad SP Anil Paraskar said, “
We had registered a case of abet-
ment to suicide against three per-
sons when the body of the de-
ceased was found based on the
suicide note. However, last year
in April we submitted a sum-
mary report before a court stat-
ing that there was not enough ev-
idence to file a chargesheet
against the accused.”

Bihar state
boards: Farmers’
sons bag top 2
ranks, 80% pass

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA,MAY 26

SONS OF farmers bagged the first
and second ranksin the Class X ex-
ams of Bihar School Examination
Board, results of which were an-
nounced on Tuesday. While
Himanshu Raj from Rohtas district
topped the state with 481 marks
outof500(96.2 per cent), Durgesh
Kumar from Samastipur bagged
the second position with 480
marks (96 per cent).

About 80.53 per cent of the
14,94,071 students who had
taken the board exams this year
passed. The pass percentage was
80.73 last year, 68.89in 2018 and
50.12in2017.

Following the 2012 toppers’
scam, the state board had initiated
several examination reforms, in-
cluding OMR sheets. While the
pass percentage among girls was
90.28 per cent, the percentage
among boys was 84.12 per cent.

Three students of Simultala
Awasiya Vidyalaya, a project
school of the state government in
Jamui, were among the top 10
performers in the state.

As LAC heats up, India and China
activate border mechanism talks

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

INDIA AND China are learnt to
have activated the “working
mechanism” at the diplomatic
level, established during former
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s tenure in 2012 and signed
by then Indian ambassador to
Beijing S Jaishankar.

This hasbeenactivated along-
side the military-to-military con-
versation taking place at the field
level to “dis-engage” and “de-es-
calate” the situation.

The “Working Mechanism for
Consultation & Coordination on
India-China Border Affairs” was
established in January 2012 after
border talks between then NSA
Shivshankar Menon and his
Chinese counterpart Dai Bingguo,
and is headed by joint secretary-
level officials from both sides.
They are entrusted to help the
special representative for bound-
ary talks, a position currently held
by NSA Ajit Doval.

While joint secretary (East
Asia) in the Ministry of External

New Delhi: As border ten-
sion rises between India and
China, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday asked the
Centre to be transparent and
share with the country the sit-
uation in Ladakh and the rea-
sons for escalation in tension.

“What we would like to
see is some more trans-

Govt must tell nation what’s on
in border areas, says Rahul

parency on whatis goingon,”
he told reporters.
Rahulalsosaiditisuptothe
government to resolve the is-
sue. “As far as India and China
(border skirmishes issue) is
concerned, itisalive issue now.
I don’t want to say more, [ will
leave it to the wisdom of the
government... ENS

Affairs (MEA), Naveen Srivastava,
leads the Indian side, the Chinese
sideisled by Hong Liang, Director
General, Department of Boundary
and Oceanic Affairs, Chinese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

In the last meeting, in accor-
dance with theimportance placed
by leaders of both countries for ef-
fective border management, the
two sides had reviewed the situa-
tioninborderareas. Inthisregard,
they had also taken note of regu-
lar exchanges at the troops and
diplomaticlevels, including under
the WMCC framework, for main-

Children take a dip in a canal in Patiala on Tuesday, as the mercury rose to 44°C. Harmeet Sodhi

taining peace and tranquility.

In the current situation,
Srivastavais said tobe leading the
conversation at the diplomatic
level, since the mandate of the
mechanism is clear: “aim for
timely communication of infor-
mation on the border situation”
and “for appropriately handling
border incidents”.

India's assessment is that the
Chinese are involved in what is
known in military parlance as
“holding the line”. While there is
no agreed Line of Actual Control
(LAC), both Chinese and Indian

Days after CPI-ML
leader’s kin killed,
JD(U) MLA’s cousin
gunned down

Patna: Days after three family
members of Gopalganj CPI-ML
leader JP Yadav were shot dead at
his home in Rupanchak village
under Hathua Police Station lim-
its, the cousin of JD(U) MLA
Amarendra Pandey, was shot
dead on Tuesday, police said,
adding that they suspected it to
be a case of retaliatory killing.
The deceased, Shashikant
Tiwari (42), was shot dead by
unidentified assailants in broad
daylightin Repuravillage, alsoun-
der Hathua Police Station limits.
The police said the style of killing
resembled Sunday's triple mur-
der with bike-riding assailants
opening fire in both cases. ENS

We support Maharashtra govt,
not key decision-makers: Rahul

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

EVEN AS the Maha Vikas Aghadi
government struggles to contain
the spread of Covid-19 in
Maharashtra, senior Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday
said that his party was neither
running the government nor a
key decision-makerin it. The re-
marks set off speculation that al-
liance partner Congress was dis-
tancing itself from Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray’s handling of
the situation.

The Congress has eight cabi-
net ministers and four ministers
of state in the Aghadi government.

Rahul’s remarks also come at
a time when the BJP is sharpen-
ing its attack on the Thackeray
government over its handling of
the crisis. Maharashtra now has
nearly one-third of the corona
cases in India.

Sources in the Congress said
there is anxiety in the party over
the worsening situation in the
state. A section of leaders be-
lieves Rahul was reflecting that
unease when he sought to dif-
ferentiate between states ruled
by the Congress and govern-

Searching for son, Gujarat woman

stranded in Dehrdu

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, MAY 26

SUNITA GORAJI is stranded in
Dehradun for more than two
months. The 59-year-old came
here from Ahmedabad in
February to search for her son,
who left home six years ago.
Goraji is now waiting for the
lockdown to end so that she can
resume her search.

Goraji came here after her
neighbour told her that her son
Pravin (29) had been seen in
Dehradun. “..Isearched in hotels
and near temples, but could not
find him. I went to Doon Hospital

Sunita Goraji

for medicines on March 3 but a
vehicle hit me, and [ was in hos-
pital for a few days. Meanwhile,
the lockdown was imposed.
Policemen later took me to this
dharamshala,” said Goraji.

2 months

Goraji said she gets free food
and medicines, and doctors in-
quire about her health, but she
does not know why she is not al-
lowed to go out.

“There are restrictions on
movement during the lock-
down. Sheiselderly and not well.
Hence, she is not allowed to go
out. We are providing her all fa-
cilities free of cost,” said Manju
Jain, media-in-charge, Jain
Samaj, Dehradun.

Jain added that since Goraji is
not carrying a photograph of her
son, she plans to publish Goraji's
photographin local newspapers
so that Pravin learns about her
search.

ments supported by it. Some
others disagreed.

Asked about the situation in
the state, Rahul said at an AICC
press conference that
Maharashtra is one of the most
“connected states” in India and
is struggling because of this.

He added: “I would like to
make a differentiation here. We
are supporting the government
in Maharashtra. But we are not
the key decision maker in
Maharashtra. We are the key de-
cision maker in Punjab, in
Chhattisgarh, in Rajasthan and
in Puducherry. So, there is a dif-
ference between running a gov-
ernment and supporting a gov-
ernment.”

Rahul had made similar re-
marks on the migrant crisis in
Maharashtra. "States where we
are in alliance, we put pressure,
but it is a conversation with
other parties...," he had said on
May 16.

Sources said AICC general
secretary  in-charge  of
Maharashtra Mallikarjun Kharge
has called a meeting of state
Congress ministers and senior
party  office-bearers on
Wednesday.

A senior high command

leader told The Indian Express
that it was strange that
Thackeray had confined himself
to his residence, indicating that
there is unhappiness over his
style of working as well.
However, state leaders are said
to be divided. Those in the min-
istry believe the CM is trying to
contain the situation, while
those who could not get any post
believe the Aghadi government’s
inability to contain the outbreak
isaffecting its goodwill and cred-
ibility. This section says the
Congress will have to share the
blame for the situation.
Speaking to The Indian
Express, Kharge as well as senior
Congress leader and
Maharashtra minister Nitin Raut
pointed out that Mumbai's pop-
ulation density is a challenge.
Kharge said that much of the
cases in the state are from
crowded slums in Mumbai,
Thane and Aurangabad.
“Government is trying hard...
but there are challenges,” he said.
Raut alleged the BJP is con-
tacting MLAs of the Congress,
Sena and NCP in a bid to topple
the government. “Devendra
Fadnavis is contacting all our
MLAs through his people. He is

also trying to pressure the gov-
ernor to impose President’s
Rule,” Raut said.

Some in the Congress are
openly questioning Thackeray’s
style of working. Senior Mumbai
Congress leader Sanjay Nirupam
told The Indian Express, “There is
a huge communication gap be-
tween leaders of the government.
Shiv Sena is running the govern-
ment on its own as if it is their
government. And because the CM
does not have administrative skill
and experience, he is dependent
onbureaucrats. Thatis why there
is a huge governance deficit....”

Rahul also said, “If the BJP
wants to raise questions con-
structively... they should... it
helps because our government
canlistenand learn... But toup-
root the democratic structure
and without any reason impose
President’s Rule... there is a dif-
ference between that and con-
structive opposition.”

The remark is seen as an at-
tempt to counter possible criti-
cism that he is attacking the
Centre’s handling of the pan-
demic and at the same time
washing his hands of a govern-
ment of which the Congress is a
part.

troops patrol up to their “claim
lines” and then return. In the cur-
rent situation, it appears the
Chinese crossed their perception
of LAC and are now camping at
the spotinabid to “hold the line”.

This “holding the line” tacticis
backed by a large number of
Chinese troops — much more
than ordinary patrols.

Sources said there have been
multiple meetings within the gov-
ernment— both online and some
physical — and a call is yet to be
taken onwhethera political-level
dialogue is to be opened, and at
what level.

Although the effort is to re-
solve the situation “locally”, where
troops move back to their original
positions inthe next “7 to 10days”,
New Delhi’s position is that the
“Chinese troops who have crossed
over” and the “Indian troops are
on the India side of the LAC".

But the efforts are to not dial
up the rhetoric. While the MEA
has issued two measured and
nuanced statements so far on the
situation on LAC, the Chinese for-
eign ministry has also issued
statements.

Vizag gas leak:
SC grants 30
employees
access to plant

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

THE SUPREME Court on
Wednesday allowed 30 employ-
ees of LG Polymers India Ltd to
access its plant at
Visakhapatnam in Andhra
Pradesh, where a gas leak earlier
this month left 12 people dead.

Abench of Justices U U Lalit,
M M Shantanagoudar and
Vineet Saran allowed access to
30 employees of the company
afterits counsel, Senior Advocate
Mukul Rohatgi urged the court
toallow at least 28 technical per-
sonnel and two administrative
officials emergency access so
that adequate safety measures
can be undertaken round the
clock.

“As an ad interim measure,
we permit the petitioner to give
a list of 30 personnel as dis-
cussed hereinabove. Upon such
names being given to the District
Collector, those persons shall be
afforded access to the plant
round the clock to maintain ad-
equate safety measures,” the
court said.

2 lakh affected in Assam
floods, heavy rain forecast

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, MAY 26

The Assam government on
Tuesday directed deputy com-
missioners to ensure adequate
relief material and repair of em-
bankments as the state braced
for floods, with seven districts
and nearly 2 lakh people already
affected.

Heavy rain continued to lash
large parts of the state, including
capital Guwahati, even as the
number of Covid cases in-
creased.

According to the Regional
Meteorological Centre in
Guwabhati, heavy rainfall is pre-
dicted in the region over the next

five days.

After a meeting, state
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Chandra Mohan Patowary said
that ministers in charge of differ-
ent districts for the supervision
of Covid will oversee flood man-
agement and reliefin the respec-
tive districts.

3 killed in Arunachal
landslides

Guwahati: A landslide triggered
by rain in Arunachal Pradesh’s
Dibang Valley district on
Monday night led to the death of
afamily of three. After the bodies
were recovered on Tuesday
evening, Chief Minister Pema
Khandu said relief will be ex-
tended to the next of kin. ENS

BJP not in a hurry,
govt will fall on its
own, says Fadnavis

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, MAY 26

ALLEGING THAT there is no truth
in the statement that BJP is
working to destabilise the
Uddhav Thackeray government,
former chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Tuesday said the
three-party coalition will fall on
itsown due to sharp internal dif-
ferences between allies Shiv
Sena, NCP and Congress.

“Even Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi has admitted that
though his party was a part of
the government, it was not in-
volved in major decision mak-
ing... Thackeray's lack of assertive
leadership and inability to take
bold decisions has adversely af-
fected Maharashtra,” he told me-
diapersons.

Almost 24 hours after senior
BJP MP Narayan Rane met
Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari,
demanding that President's Rule
be imposed in the state, BJP
distanced itself from the
development.

“Rane is a senior leader and
everybody is well versed with
his blunt speak. His anger against

BJP SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN TARGETS AHMEDABAD MUNICIPAL COMMISSIONER

‘O"

RITUSHARMA
AHMEDABAD, MAY 26

THE BJP has launched a cam-
paign on social media after the
Gujarat government and its
leaders came under attack fol-
lowing the High Court order on
dealing with the Covid-19 pan-
demic in the state.

The campaign, under the
hashtag #StopTargetingGujarat,
launched on Monday in English,
Gujarati and Hindi by the BJP IT
Cell has been widely circulated
on social media platforms.

It targeted Vijay Nehra who
was transferred from the post of

Ahmedabad municipal commis-
sioner and made commissioner
and secretary, rural develop-
ment, accusing him of indulging
in"self promotion” and "scaring
people with his fictitious, base-
less data" stating cases in
Ahmedabad would reach eight
lakh by May 31, citing it as
among the reasons for his trans-
fer. The other issues it has de-
fended are

the criticism on low testing
and the "faulty” Dhaman-1 ven-
tilators manufactured by a
Rajkot-based company.

BJPIT cell in charge Pankaj
Shukla tweeted on Monday that
AMC Commissioner Vijay Nehra

was transferred because he was
"testing more". Stating three rea-
sons, he said, "Because Vijay
Nehra forgot about the problems
of the people of Ahmedabad and
was only seen on social media
busy with his own publicity. He
presented the fictitious and
baseless dataabout Ahmedabad
getting eight lakh corona cases
which only scared the people...
because he left Ahmedabad to
the mercy of God and went on
quarantine, which is why the
government took animmediate
decision to hand over the job to
senior officers.”

BJP Lok Sabha MP from
Kheda, Devusinh Chauhan, also

New Delhi

tweeted the same on Monday.
Speaking to The Indian
Express, Shukla confirmed that
the campaign had been
launched but said, "I am in a
meeting and will get back."
Nehra said he had seen the
posts but refused to comment.
Defending the Rupani govern-
menton theissue of religious dis-
crimination while treating Covid-
19 positive patients, the campaign
says, "Patients are allotted wards
by expert doctors according to
their symptoms. Patients are
treated for corona on the basis of
necessity and not religion.”
On Monday, Bhartiya Janta
Yuva Morcha Gujarat President

the government's failure to
tackle Covid-19 led him to de-
mand President's Rule. The BJP
does not support his demand.
Politics is not our priority."

"Whether itis BJP's central or
state leadership, the focus is to
fight Covid-19. We are not in a
hurry to form the government in
Maharashtra," he added.

"The inherent differences,
which were voiced clearly by
Rahul Gandhi, has exposed the
cracks within the coalition...
Rahul Gandhi's confession that
Congress is in the government
but is not amajor decision-mak-
ing partner is both surprising
and shocking...

It is a clear pointer to
Congress' double standards - on
one hand, it participates in the
government but on the other, it
has distanced itself from owning
up for the coalition's failure in
handling the Covid-19 crisis,"
said Fadnavis.

As per the former CM's calcu-
lation, Maharashtra's share un-
dervarious direct and indirect fi-
nancial Covid-19 welfare
schemes translates toRs 2.7 lakh
crore, which, he said, the state did
not have the potential to encash.

icial transferred for self-promotion, scaring people’

Rutvij Patel, tweeted under the
same hashtag alleging that "the
media hasbeensold out",asithas
latched on to the issue of private
laboratories that were repri-
manded (by the state govern-
ment for not following the guide-
lines) only to increase their TRPs.
The same was tweeted in a
difference of one minute by
Deputy Mayor Dinesh Makwana
of BJP-ruled Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation (AMC).
OnTuesday, Patel deleted his
tweet and apologised saying, '
did not have any intention of tar-
geting the electronic media...
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

14 E.

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, WEDNESDAY, MAY 27,2020

EXPLAINED

00
@ieExplained

#ExpressExplained

If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you
would like explained, please write to explained@indianexpress.com

CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

THE WORLD

266,590
United Kingdom

1,667,154
us

I
374,898

Brazil

157,814
Turkey

362,342

Russia

TOTAL CONFIRMED: 5,534,728

Source: Johns Hopkins University, updated at 11 pm on May 26 JHU’s India tally and Health
Ministry’s tally (below) may not match as these are accounted at different times.

DEATH COUNT: 347,587

In gene linked to dementia, a
correlation with severe Covid

A NEW study has found a link be-
tween the severity of Covid-19 and a
gene linked to dementia. Having a
faulty gene linked to dementia dou-
bles the risk of developing severe
COVID-19, according to the large-
scale study, published inin the Journal
of Gerontology: Medical Sciences.

The gene s called APOE, and exists
in a different forms, one of which is

termed eded4. people with the APOE
Researchers at the ede4 genotype were at
University of Exeter double the risk of de-
Medical School and the veloping severe Covid-
University of 19, compared to those
Connecticut School of with the common e3e3
Medicine analysed data form of the APOE gene.
romiteUkbiobank  PAPER , ln this amli
and genetic data on CLIP lakh part‘icipants with

500,000 people. They
found high risk of se-
vere Covid-19 infection

diseases. The same team has previ-
ously found that people with demen-
tia are three times more likely to get
severe Covid-19, the University said.
It said part of the increased risk
may have been due to exposure to the
high prevalence of the virus in care
homes. However, the new study sug-
gests that a genetic component may
also be at play. The team found that

NEW RESEARCH

European ancestries
had the APOE e4e4
faulty gene, but 5.13%

among European an-

cestry participants who carry two
faulty copies of this gene. One in 36
people of European ancestry have two
faulty copies of this gene, and this is
known toincrease risks of Alzheimer’s
disease up to 14-fold and also increases
risks of heart disease, the University of
Exeter said in a statement.

Now, the research team has found
that carrying these gene mutations
doubles the risks of Covid-19 —evenin
people who had not developed these

positive for Covid-19 had this gene
variant, suggesting the risk is doubled
compared to e3e3 (410 per 100,000
versus 179 per 100,000).

Co-author Dr Chia-Ling Kuo, of the
UConn School of Medicine, said in the
University of Exeter statement: “...
We might now be able to pinpoint
how this faulty gene causes vulnera-
bility to COVID-19. This could lead to
new ideas for treatments.”

(37) of 721 who tested

Source: University of Exeter

INDIA COUNT: 145,380 (4,167 DEATHS)

TOP 10STATES i

Andamanand Nicobarlslands 33

Arunachal Pradesh 2

Assam 526

%, Chandigarh 238

N Chhattisgarh 291

7,300 P4 14,053 Delhi Dadar Nagar Haveli 2

Rajasthan BN ﬁoa ng

aryana

6'532 HF /\/)Zz Himachal Pradesh 223

- f Jammu and Kashmir 1668

= Jharkhand 377

,%- Karnataka 2182

%/ Kerala 896

14,460 3,816 Mirir %
Gujarat B I P

West Benga Meghalaya 14

52.667 Mizoram 1

0 2.730 Nagaland 3

Maharashtra Bihar Odisha 1438

N Puducherry 4

= ¢ Punjab 2060

17.082 3,110 = Sikkim 1

3% Andhra Pradesh: Telangana 1920

Tamil Nadu 3 Tripura 194

Uttarakhand 349

Union Health Ministry update as of 11 pm, May 26. Some states may have
reported higher numbers. Only states/UTs with at least one case listed above.

60,491 PATIENTS DISCHARGED IN 32 STATES AND UNION TERRITORIES

Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak and what you should/should not do?
Write to explained@indianexpress.com

SiMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Solidarity Trial progress so far

In the hunt for possible Covid-19 treatments, WHO has halted enrolment for the hydroxychloroquine arm
of trials. What led to the move, and what progress has been made with the other arms of Solidarity so far?

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

LATE ON Monday night India time, the World
Health Organization (WHO) announced it
would no longer assign patients to the hy-
droxychloroquine (HCQ) arm of the multi-
country Solidarity Trial on possible treat-
ments for Covid-19. The announcement
raises several questions, particularly in India
which is a major manufacturer/exporter of
the drug and has also reposed implicit faith
in its therapeutic and prophylactic role for
health workers exposed to Covid-19 cases.

What is the Solidarity Trial?

“Solidarity” is an international initiative
for clinical trials launched by the WHO, along
with partners, to help find an effective treat-
ment for Covid-19. It was originally supposed
to look at four drugs or drug combinations:
remdesivir, HCQ, ritonavir/lopinavir and
lopinavir/ritonavir/interferon beta 1a. Now
with HCQ trial enrolment stalled for at least
the next few weeks, the Solidarity trial will
proceed with the other three arms. Some
data on HCQ will still be generated, though.

According to WHO: “By enrolling patients
in multiple countries, the Solidarity Trial
aims to rapidly discover whether any of the
drugs slow disease progression or improve
survival. Other drugs can be added based on
emerging evidence... Over 400 hospitals in
35 countries are actively recruiting patients
and nearly 3,500 patients have been enrolled
from 17 countries. Overall, over 100 coun-
tries have joined or expressed an interest in
joining the trial, and WHO is actively sup-
porting 60 of them.”

India is among the countries where the
Solidarity Trial is being carried out. Four hos-
pitals in Jodhpur, Ahmedabad, Chennai and
Bhopal have received regulatory approvals,
and more will follow. In all, patients in 20-35
hospitals in the country will be part of the trial.

Have any of the arms made particularly
good progress?

So far, remdesivir is widely being described
as the most promising, although results of var-
ious trials have sometimes being conflicting.
Developed by Gilead Sciences Inc, remdesivir
is a broad-spectrum antiviral which was pre-
viously tested in humans with Ebola virus dis-
ease, and which has also shown promise as a
drug against MERS and SARS, both of which

What next for HCQ) aft

ANURADHA MASCARENHAS
PUNE, MAY 26

THE DECISION to temporarily suspend en-
rolment in the Solidarity Trial’s hydroxy-
chloroquine arm, one of four options being
studied for Covid-19 treatment, was taken
by the Solidarity Trial executive committee
because the data safety monitoring board felt
it prudent to gather more evidence on the
safety and efficacy of the drug, World Health
Organization (WHO) chief scientist Dr
Soumya Swaminathan said on Tuesday.

Dr Swaminathan told The Indian Express
that the trial is ongoing. This was a tempo-
rary measure and a review will be done of
the emerging evidence from various trials
worldwide, as well as the published litera-
ture. Dr Swaminathan said the interim trial
analyses are monitored by the global data
and safety monitoring committee, which is
an independent group of experts.

A recent study in The Lancet had cau-
tioned that the use of a regimen containing
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Remdesivir, often described as the most promising of the options. Reuters File

are caused by coronaviruses.

Atrial funded by the US National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases has found,
inthe preliminary results, significant positives
to the use of remdesivir in patients requiring
oxygen therapy. The drug was found to speed
up recovery duringa trial and the results were
encouraging enough to warrant publication
of the results even while the trial was still on.
However, In an earlier, truncated study re-
ported in The Lancet, Chinese researchers had
concluded they could not find any “statisti-
cally significant clinical benefits” of the drug.

What results was HCQ showing in trials,
and what led to the suspension?
Hydroxychloroquine is adrug used in the
treatment of autoimmune diseases such as
rheumatoid arthritis and lupus, and also as
a malaria treatment and preventive. In a
sense, it remains part of the trial because pa-
tients who had been earlier randomised to
get the drug will continue to do so until the
treatment is completed. The WHO is ex-
pected to take a call on its future inside the

™

Move temporary, says Dr Swaminathan

hydroxychloroquine or chloroquine (with or
without amacrolide) was associated with no
evidence of benefit. Instead the use was
linked to increased rates of mortality and
heart arrhythmias among hospital patients
with Covid-19. However, Dr Swaminathan
mentioned that this was observational data,
subject to bias, and these findings need to be
confirmed by well conducted RCTs (random
controlled trials).

Asked about the use of hydroxychloro-

trial by mid-June.

On Monday WHO Director General
Tedros Adhanom said: “On Friday, The Lancet
published an observational study on hydrox-
ycholoroquine & chloroquine & its effects on
COVID-19 patients that have been hospi-
talised. The authors reported thatamong pa-
tients receiving the drug, when used alone
orwithamacrolide, they estimated a higher
mortality rate. The Executive Group of the
Solidarity Trial, representing 10 of the par-
ticipating countries, met on Saturday and has
agreed to review a comprehensive analysis
and critical appraisal of all evidence available
globally. The review will consider data col-
lected so farin the Solidarity Trial and, in par-
ticular robust randomised available data, to
adequately evaluate the potential benefits
and harms from this drug. | wish to reiterate
that these drugs are accepted as generally
safe for use in patients with autoimmune dis-
eases or malaria. The Executive Group has
implemented a temporary pause of the hy-
droxychloroquine arm within the Solidarity
Trial while the data is reviewed by the Data

quine as a preventive drug to be taken by
frontline health workers treating COVID 19
patients, Dr Swaminathan said the safety
profile s likely to be very different in sick pa-
tients compared to healthy individuals.
“There is no need for panic, but randomized
trials need to be conducted on the use of the
drug as a prophylaxis. The safety profile of
the drug needs to be studied in both cases —
drugs given to hospitalised patients and to
healthy individuals exposed to COVID-19,”
she said. She reiterated that data emerging
from various studies is being reviewed care-
fully before WHO can take a policy decision
on the use of HCQ.

In India, Pune-based Indian Council of
Medical Research -National AIDS Research
Institute (ICMR -NARI) is the nodal centre for
coordinating the Solidarity Trial. Dr Sheela
Godbole, Head, Division of Epidemiology,
ICMR-NARI and national coordinator of the
Solidarity Trial, said the trial continues and
they have been engaged in the process of
randomising patients. “There has been evi-
dence from observational studies about HCQ

Safety Monitoring Board.”

The study led by Brigham and Women’s
Hospital had concluded: “We were unable
to confirm a benefit of hydroxychloroquine
or chloroquine, when used alone or with a
macrolide, on in-hospital outcomes for
COVID-19. Each of these drug regimens was
associated with decreased in-hospital sur-
vival and an increased frequency of ventric-
ular arrhythmias when used for treatment
of COVID-19.” Macrolides are a class of an-
tibiotics that include the antibiotic
azithromycin.

What are the other arms of Solidarity?

Both of these are with a combination of the
drugs ritonavir and lopinavir, with one arm tri-
alling the combination together with an addi-
tional substance. Ritonavir and liponavir are
second-line HIV drugs, knownas HIV protease
inhibitors, that have been in use for some time.
They bolster the immune system, which re-
duces the chances of a HIV-positive person de-
veloping complications such as tuberculosis.

Their use in India for HIV, though, is very
limited — 70% Indian patients are on first-
line drugs. These drugs are manufactured in
India mainly for export mostly to African
countries. Following early reports from China
on successful use of the drug combination,
India in February had obtained regulatory
clearance for their use in Covid-19. The drugs
were used in a handful of patients before
India began to focus on HQL and
azithromycin by the end of March.

India’s change of stance came following a
199-subject trial in China on the efficacy of
ritonavir/lopinavir. The study reported that at
22.1%,the mortality reported in the trial was
substantially higher than the 11% to 14.5%
mortality reported in initial studies of pa-
tients hospitalised with Covid-19. However
the drugs have not been written off as candi-
dates in the hunt for Covid-19 treatments.

What is the other arm that includes
ritonavir/lopinavir?

Itinvolves the two drugs in combination
with interferon beta 1a — which belongs to
aclass of substances known as cytokines that
are secreted by immune cells to signal other
cells to act against an imminent or acute in-
fection. Itis used to treat diseases like multi-
ple sclerosis. Some studies have shown that
ifinterferon beta 1ais added toritonavir and
lopinavir, there are better results than when
the antivirals alone are used.

er enrolment freeze?

and it is often a standard practice to tem-
porarily stop the randomisation of the drug
in the trial while a data safety management
board review is ongoing,” Dr Godbole said.

“However there are three other drugs
whichare being assessed and the trial contin-
ues. We have registered more than 15 clinical
sites for the trial and hope to register at least 30
and enrol 1,500 participants,” she said.

Dr Samiran Panda, Director, ICMR- NAR],
said the trial started with a few patients a cou-
ple of weeks ago and they will have to wait
and see what happens as other countries have
also progressed in their trial efforts. “The trial
has an adaptive design that allows for adverse
eventsand henceitis standard practice to halt
the drug temporarily,” Dr Panda said

“The Solidarity Trial is a huge effort and we
were due to start next week," said Dr Zarir
Udwadia, one of the members of
Maharashtra's Covid-19 task force. After the
WHO directive, the other three arms will be
studied, he said. He also said several trials ex-
ploring the use of CQ or HCQ for prophylaxis
of Covid-19in healthcare workersis under way.

Why locusts are being sighted in urban areas, what it can mean for crops

PARTHA SARATHIBISWAS
PUNE, MAY 26

OVER THE last few days, swarms of locusts
have been sighted in urban areas of
Rajasthan, which is unusual. Swarms have
also been reported from parts of Madhya
Pradesh and Vidharbha region of
Maharashtra. The first swarms were sighted
along the India-Pakistan border on April 11,
months ahead of the usual time of arrival.

What are locusts and when are they are
sighted in India?

The desert locust (Schistocerca gregaria)
is a short-horned grasshopper. Innocuous
when solitary, locusts undergo a behav-
ioural change when their population builds
up rapidly. They enter the ‘gregarious phase’
by forming huge swarms that can travel up
to 150 km per day, eating up every bit of
greenery on their way. These insects feed
onalarge variety of crops. If not controlled,
locust swarms can threaten the food secu-
rity of a country. At present countries in the
Horn of Africa such as Ethiopia and Somalia

are witnessing one of the worst locusts at-
tacks in the last 25 years.

In India, locusts are normally sighted
during July- October along the Pakistan bor-
der. Last year, parts of Western Rajasthan
and Northern Gujarat reported swarms that
caused damage to growing rabi crops. These
were the first swarms reported in India
since 1997. This year, the first sightings of
small groups were reported early — on April
11 — by scientists of the Agriculture
Ministry’s Locust Warning Organization
(LWO), from Sri Ganganagar and Jaisalmer
districts of Rajasthan.

Why are locusts being seen in urban
areas?

Locusts are being seen in areas not histor-
ically associated with such sightings — Jaipur,
MP's Gwalior, Morena and Sheopur, and re-
cently stray swarms in Maharashtra’s
Amravati, Nagpur and Wardha.

K L Gurjar, Deputy Director of LWO, said
there being no crops in the fields, the locusts
have moved across states attracted by green
cover. “The swarms were aided by high-speed
wind and thus they made their way to Jaipur;”

A swarm of desert locusts in Jaipur on Monday. Rohit Jain Paras

he said. At present there are three to four
swarms in Rajasthan, another two or three in
Madhya Pradesh, from where a small group

has migrated to Maharashtra, which Gurjar
said would not be very difficult to control.
Keith Cressman, senior locust forecaster

of the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization said the locusts have started
moving in search of food. “Spring-bred
swarms from Pakistan started arriving in
Rajasthan earlier this month. As this is be-
fore the monsoon rains, they found dry con-
ditions so they continued to move east in
Rajasthan looking for green vegetation for
food and shelter where they will mature
and then lay eggs with the onset of the
monsoon in about five weeks,” he said.

What led to their early arrival?

This can be traced back to the cyclonic
storms Mekunu and Luban that had struck
Oman and Yemen respectively in 2018.
These turned large deserts tracts into lakes,
facilitating locust breeding that continued
through 2019. Swarms attacking crops in
East Africa reached peak populations from
November, and built up in southern Iran
and Pakistan since the beginning of 2020,
with heavy rains in East Africa in March-
April enabling further breeding.

What can it mean to crops in India?
At present, chances of crop damage are

New Delhi

low given that farmers have already har-
vested their rabi crop. Orange growers in
Maharashtra have expressed concern but
as Gurjar said, the swarm in Maharashtra
would be easy to control.

The bigger problem will come once the
present swarms breed. An adult female lo-
cust lays 80-90 eggs thrice in her three-
month life cycle. If left uncontrolled, a
swarm can grow exponentially to 40-80
million locusts per square kilometre, Gurjar
and others estimatee. The locusts will start
laying eggs after the monsoon starts and
continue breeding for two more months,
with newer generations rising during the
growth phase of the kharif crop.

Earlier this month, Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh Tomar chaired a
meeting to take stock of the situation. Control
involves spraying insecticide onlocusts’ night
resting places like trees. Till date, the [WO has
carried out spraying over 21,675 hectares in
Rajasthan. India has also put an order of 60
specialised insecticide sprayers with the UK.
Gurjar said the country already has 50 such
machines. “Also,drones will be used to spray
the resting places,” he said.
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Astudent in Cologne,
Germany. AP

GERMANY

Social distancing
tobeextended
until June29

Berlin: Germany plans to
extend social distancing
until June 29, newspaper
Bild cited adraft document
that still needs to be ap-
proved by the federal
states as saying. Asked
about the report, a
spokesman for the
German government said
talks were ongoing. Bild
said meetings in public
places would be limited to
a maximum of 10 people
ormembers of two house-
holds. It said there would
be no limits on the num-
ber of visitors allowed to
visit people in their own
homes but they must en-
sure that there is enough
space foreveryone to keep
their distance. REUTERS

SAUDI ARABIA
Curfew ends
June 21, except
inMecca

Cairo: Saudi Arabia will
begin easing restrictions
on movement and travel
this week, more than two
months after they were
introduced. Restrictions
will be lifted in three
phases, culminating in
the curfew completely
ending - with the excep-
tion of the holy city of
Mecca - from June 21, the
state news agency re-
ported in a statement
early on Tuesday. The Hajj
and Umrah pilgrimmages
— which attract millions
of travelers from around
the world — will remain
suspended until further
notice. REUTERS

RUSSIA

174 newdeaths,
case numbers
cross 360,000

Moscow: The Russian gov-
ernment reported a
record daily spike of 174
deaths Tuesday, which
brought the country's
death toll to 3,807.
Russia's coronavirus case-
load surpassed 360,000
on Tuesday, with almost
9,000 new infections reg-
istered in the past 24
hours. AP

Scale up battle preparedness: Xi to military

KJMVARMA
BEIJING, MAY 26

CHINESE PRESIDENT Xi Jinping on
Tuesday ordered the military to
scale up the battle preparedness,
visualising the worst-case scenar-
ios and asked them to resolutely
defend the country's sovereignty.

Xi,66 whois also the General
Secretary of the ruling
Communist Party of China (CPC)
and head of the two-million-
strong military with prospects of
lifelong tenure in power, made
the remarks while attending a
plenary meeting of the delegation
of the People's Liberation Army
(PLA) and People's Armed Police
Force during the current parlia-
ment session being held here.

Xi ordered the military to
think about worst-case scenarios,
scale up training and battle pre-
paredness, promptly and effec-
tively deal with all sorts of com-
plex situations and resolutely
safeguard national sovereignty,
security and development inter-
ests, state-run Xinhua news
agency reported, without men-
tioning any specific issues that
posed a threat to the country.

His comments came in the
backdrop of the continuing
standoff between the militaries
of India and China at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC).

Several areas along the LAC

Chinese President Xi Jinping talks to Wang Yang, the chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference,
during the second plenary session of China's National People’s Congress in Beijing on Monday. AP

in Ladakh and North Sikkim have
witnessed major military build-
up by both the Indian and
Chinese armies recently, in a
clear signal of escalating tension
and hardening of respective po-
sitions by the two sides even two

weeks after they were engaged
in two separate face-offs.

The nearly 3,500-km-long
LAC is the de-facto border be-
tween the two countries.

On May 22, China, the sec-
ond-largest military spender af-

ter the US, hiked its defence
budget by 6.6 per cent to USD
179 billion, nearly three times
that of India, the lowest incre-
ment in recent years amidst the
massive disruption caused to the
communist giant's economy by

Bolsonaro brought in generals to
fight virus, but Brazil is losing battle

REUTERS
SAOPAULO, RIO DE JANEIRO,
MAY 26

IN MID-MARCH, Brazil took
what seemed to be a forceful
early strike against the coron-
avirus pandemic.

Although Brazil had yet to re-
portasingle death from Covid-19,
public health officials appeared to
be getting out in front of the virus.
They acted on March 13, just two
days after the World Health
Organization called the disease a
pandemic.

Less than 24 hours later, the
ministry watered down its own
advice, citing "criticism and sug-
gestions" it had received from lo-
cal communities.

In fact, four people familiar
with the incident told Reuters,
the change came after interven-
tion from the chief of staff's of-

Jair Bolsonaro

fice for Brazil's President Jair
Bolsonaro. “That correction was
due to pressure,” said Julio Croda,
an epidemiologist who was then
the head of the Health Ministry's
department of immunization
and transmissible diseases.

The about-face, given scant
attention at the time, marked a
turning point in the federal gov-
ernment's handling of the crisis,
according to the four people.

Behind the scenes, they said,
power was shifting from the
Health Ministry, the traditional
leader on public health matters,
to the office of the president's
chief of staff, known as Casa Civil,
led by Walter Souza Braga Netto,
an Army general.

Brazil haslost two health min-
isters in the past six weeks — one
was fired, the other resigned — af-
ter they disagreed publicly with
Bolsonaro over how best to com-
bat the virus. The interim leader
now in charge of the Health
Ministry is another Army general.

More importantly, the revi-
sions underlined the hardening
of Bolsonaro's view that keep-
ing Brazil's economy running
was paramount, the people
said. Bolsonaro, a far-right for-
mer Army captain, has never
wavered on that stance formu-
lated during a crucial few days
in mid-March, despite domes-

ticand international criticism of
his handling of the crisis, and a
snowballing death toll.

Brazil now has the world's
second-worst outbreak behind
the United States, with more
than 374,000 confirmed cases.
More than 23,000 Brazilians
have died from Covid-19.

“So what?” Bolsonaro said
recently when asked by re-
porters about Brazil's mounting
fatalities. “What do you want me
todo?”

Some experts said Brazil's
stumbles are all the more shock-
ing because of its previous suc-
cess containing malaria, Zika and
HIV. "One thing that has been a
shining light in Brazil has been
their public health system," said
Albert Ko, a professor at the Yale
School of Public Health who has
decades of experience in Brazil.
"To see that all disintegrate so
quickly, it's just been very sad.”

the COVID-19 pandemic.

In his meeting with a PLA
delegation on Tuesday, Xi
stressed on achieving the targets
and missions of strengthening
the national defence and armed
forces for 2020, while maintain-

Sweden steadfast
in strategy as
virus toll
continues to rise

Stockholm: Sweden'’s govern-
ment defended its response to
the Covid-19 global pandemic
on Tuesday despite the
Scandinavian country now re-
porting one of the highest mor-
tality rates in the world with
4,125 fatalities, or about 40
deaths per 100,000 people.

“Transmission is slowing
down, the treatment of Covid-19
patients in intensive care is de-
creasing significantly, and the
rising death toll curve has been
flattened,” Foreign Minister Ann
Linde said.

Sweden took arelatively soft
approach to fighting the coron-
avirus — large gatherings were
banned, but restaurants and
schools for younger children
have stayed open. The govern-
ment has urged social distanc-
ing, and Swedes have largely
complied. AP

Leaders face scrutiny over adherence to lockdown rules

THENEW YORKTIMES
NEW YORK, MAY 26

AS TOP officials revisit their re-
sponse to the constantly shifting
coronavirus pandemic, they are
coming under increasing scrutiny
not just for their broader policy
approaches but for their personal
willingness — or not — to abide by
the restrictions they've imposed.

In Britain, the apparent
breach of lockdown rules by
Dominic Cummings, a top aide

to Prime Minister Boris Johnson,
has ignited a political firestorm.
Mr. Cummings held a news con-
ference on Monday to confirm
reports he traveled more than
250 miles from his home during
the lockdown, but he pointedly
declined to apologize. Mr.
Johnson has defended him.
Theissue has opened ariftin
the governing Conservative
Party, with at least 20 lawmak-
ers from the party condemning
Mr. Cummings and a junior gov-
ernment minister resigning his

Aposter depicting Donald
Trump in Washington. A
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Afghan govt to free 900 prisoners;
Taliban may extend Eid truce

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KABUL, MAY 26

THE AFGHAN government an-
nounced it would free 900 pris-
oners on Tuesday, its single
largest prisoner release since the
US and the Taliban signed a
peace deal earlier this year that
spells out an exchange of de-
tainees between the warring
sides.

The announcement came as
a three-day cease-fire with the
insurgents draws to an end. The
Taliban had called for the truce
during the Muslim holiday of Eid
al-Fitr that marks the end of the
Islamic holy month of Ramadan.

There are expectations that
the prisoner release could lead
to new reductions in violence,
and Taliban officials say they are
considering an extension of the
cease-fire.

A senior Taliban figure con-
firmed this to The Associated

Security personnel ata
checkpoint in Kabul on
May 23. Reuters

Press. “If these developments,
like the announcement of pris-
oner release continues, it is pos-
sible to move forward with de-
cisions like extending the brief
cease-fire and to move in a pos-
itive direction with some minor
issues,” the Taliban official said.
The prisoners were being re-
leased from Bagram prison,
where the US still maintains a
major military base, north of

Kabul, as well as from the infa-
mous Pul-e-Charkhi prison on
the eastern edge of the Afghan
capital.

By late afternoon, the AP wit-
nessed scores of men pouring
out of the Bagram compound -
presumably the released prison-
ers. It was notimmediately pos-
sible to verify their numbers or
whether they were all Taliban
members.

The prisoner release is part of
the US deal with the Taliban,
signed on February 29 to allow
for the eventual withdrawal of
US and NATO troops from
Afghanistan, bringing to an end
the country's protracted war and
America's longest military in-
volvement.

Under the deal, Kabulis tore-
lease 5,000 Taliban prisoners
while the insurgents are to free
1,000 captives they hold, mostly
government officials and Afghan
forces, before intra-Afghan ne-
gotiations can begin.

US military says
Russia deployed
its fighter jets
to Libya

Cairo: The US military Tuesday
accused Russia of deploying
fighter planes to conflict-stricken
Libya to support Russian merce-
naries aiding east-based forces
in their offensive on the capital,
Tripoli.

In a strongly worded state-
ment, the US Africa Command
said the Russian military aircraft
arrived in Libya recently from an
airbase in Russia via Syria, where
they were repainted to hide their
Russian origin.

There was no immediate
comment from Moscow.

Libya is now split between a
government in the east allied
with Hifter and one in Tripoli, in
the west, supported by the
United Nations.

Hifter is backed by The
United Arab Emirates, Egypt and
Russia, while the Tripoli-allied
militias are aided by Turkey,
Qatar and Italy. AP

post on Tuesday in protest.

The Polish government had
to apologize last week after
Prime Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki tweeted photos of
himself sitting down a meal with
three colleagues atarecently re-
opened restaurant and encour-
aged others to visit local estab-
lishments.

Leo Varadkar, Ireland's care-
taker prime minister, was tar-
geted by some tabloids and crit-
ics on social media and accused
of violating his country's lock-

down rules when he picnicked
in a Dublin park over the week-
end with his partner and friends.

In the US, the prospective
Democratic presidential nominee
Joe Biden stepped out for his first
public appearance in months on
Monday, donning a face mask.
Thatwasinastark visual contrast
to President Donald Trump, who
attended Memorial Day com-
memorations without one. Mr.
Biden, 77, and his advisers have
said they intend to abide by the
public safety recommendations.

ing effective epidemic control on
aregular basis.

He listened to speeches by
the military deputies on fulfill-
ing epidemic control tasks,
strengthening training amid the
epidemic, and accelerating ca-
pacity building on biosecurity
defence, among others.

Commending their role in
battling Covid-19, Xi said the
people's armed forces have once
again proven themselves to be
heroic forces that can be fully
trusted by the Communist Party
and the people.

Xi said the epidemic has
brought a profound impact on
the global landscape and on
China's security and develop-
ment as well.

Xi demanded reform and in-
novation to address new situa-
tions and problems exposed in
the epidemic and ordered accel-
erating the research and develop-
menton Covid-19drugs and vac-
cines by tapping the advantages
of military medical research.

Noting that this year marks
the end of the 13th five-year plan
for military development, Xi said
extraordinary measures must be
taken to overcome the impact of
the epidemic to ensure major
tasks on the military building are
achieved.

Meanwhile, a Chinese expert
commented that unlike the pre-
vious standoffs between the

Chinese and Indian armies, the
latest border friction was not
caused by accident, but was a
planned move of New Delhi.

"India has been crossing the
boundary line into the Galwan
Valley region and entering
Chinese territory. Indian soldiers
have also deliberately instigated
conflicts with their Chinese
counterparts. If India failed to
stop such provocations as soon
as possible, it will impact on
Beijing-New Delhi ties - and may
even exceed the sort of intensity
of the Doklam standoff, an article
in the state-run Global Times
written by Long Xingchun, pres-
ident of Chengdu Institute of
World Affairs, said.

The Ministry of External Affairs
said all Indian activities were car-
ried out on its side of the border,
asserting that India has always
takenaveryresponsible approach
towards border management. At
the same time, it said, India was
deeply committed to protect its
sovereignty and security.

"Any suggestion that Indian
troops had undertaken activity
across the LAC in the Western
sector or the Sikkim sector is not
accurate. Indian troops are fully
familiar with the alignment of
the Line of Actual Control in the
India-China border areas and
abide by it scrupulously,” MEA
spokesperson Anurag Srivastava
said at a briefing last week. PTI

WHO warns of
‘second peak’ in
areas where
cases declining

REUTERS
GENEVA, ZURICH, MAY 26

Countries where coronavirus
infections are declining could
still face an "immediate second
peak” if they let up too soon on
measures to halt the outbreak,
the World Health Organization
said on Monday.

The world is still in the mid-
dle of the first wave of the coron-
avirus outbreak, WHO emergen-
cies head Dr Mike Ryan told an
online briefing, noting that while
cases are declining in many
countries they are stillincreasing
in Central and South America,
South Asia as well as Africa.

Ryan said epidemics often
come in waves, which means
that outbreaks could come back
later this year in places where the
first wave has subsided. There
was also a chance that infection
rates could rise again more
quickly if measures to halt the
first wave were lifted too soon.

"When we speak about a sec-
ond wave classically what we of-
ten mean is there will be a first
wave of the disease by itself,and
then it recurs months later. And
that may be a reality for many
countries in a number of
months' time," Ryan said.

"But we need also to be cog-

nizant of the fact that the disease
can jump up at any time. We
cannot make assumptions that
justbecause the disease is on the
way down now it is going to
keep going down... We may get
asecond peak in this wave."

He said countries in Europe
and North America should "con-
tinue to put in place the public
health and social measures, the
surveillance measures, the test-
ing measures and acomprehen-
sive strategy to ensure that we
continue onadownwards trajec-
tory and we don't have animme-
diate second peak."

HCQ safety findings
expected by mid-June

WHO said on Tuesday that a
safety team would review data
on hydroxychloroquine by next
month, a day after officials cited
safety concerns that prompted
them to suspend use of the
malaria drug in a global trial in
Covid-19 patients.

The WHO called time on us-
ing the druginits multi-country
trial, called Solidarity, after a
study published in British med-
icaljournal The Lancet found pa-
tients randomised to get hydrox-
ychloroquine (HCQ) had
increased mortality rates and
higher frequency of irregular
heartbeats.

China’s military vows to defend

country’s interests in

THENEW YORKTIMES
HONG KONG, MAY 26

THE COMMANDER of China's
military garrison in Hong Kong
said in an interview posted
Tuesday that forces stationed
there would "resolutely" protect
the country's national security
interests, a pointed reminder of
Beijing's ultimate power to en-
force its rule over the semiau-
tonomous territory.

The commander's remarks
came as Hong Kong's embattled
leader, Carrie Lam, defended the
central government's plan to
draft new national security laws
to punish acts of dissent or sub-
version, even though the process
sidestepped the territory's own
legislative process.

"Rights and freedoms are not
absolute," Mrs. Lam said at her
regular weekly news conference

in Hong Kong.
N N

Riot police after they dispersed protesters on Sunday. Reuters

"If a minority of people, in-
deed a very small minority of
people, are going to breach the
law to organize and participate
in terrorist activities to subvert
the state power, then of course
they have to be bounded by the
needed legislation," she said.

The garrison commander,
Maj. Gen. Chen Daoxiang, ad-

New Delhi

dressed the situation in Hong
Konginaninterview on the side-
lines of the National People's
Congress in Beijing.

General Chen said the new
legislation would deter "all kinds
of separatist forces and external
intervention forces," echoing the
view of Mrs. Lam and others in
China's political leadership that

Hon

g Kong

the protests have international
support intended to undermine
the Communist Party's rule over
the city.

"Garrison officers and sol-
diers are determined, confident,
and capable of safeguarding na-
tional sovereignty, security and
development interests and
maintaining the long-term pros-
perity and stability of Hong
Kong," General Chen said in in-
terview with China's state tele-
vision network, CCTV.

The video of the interview
was accompanied by scenes of
previous military training exer-
cises, including drills against ri-
oters and marine operations in
Hong Kong's Victoria Harbor.
Some of the clips appeared to be
from operations last year, when
the protests overwhelmed the
city and the People's Liberation
Army and the People's Armed
Police sent a surge of new troops
into and near Hong Kong.
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KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LTD

(A Government of India Undertaking)

OPEN E-TENDER (SINGLE PACKET SYSTEM) INVITATION NOTICE
Name of Work : Design, Engineering, Supply, Transportation, Installation,
Testing and Commissioning of 110 KV EHT power supply arrangement from
KPTCL receiving/Grid substation at Kumta (near Kumta Railway Station) to
KRCL's Traction Sub-Station at Kumta along with bay arrangement and under
ground transmission line equipped with switch gears, EHT/HT/LT power/control
cabling etc. at Kumta in the state of Karnataka. Tender Notice No:
KR/CO/EL/KT/T/4/2020 Date:27/05/2020. Completion Period : Four Months.
Estimated Cost : Rs. 9,99,92,515/-, Excluding GST. EMD : 6,49,970/-. Last Date &
Time for Online Submission of Tender : 17/06/2020 up to 15.00 Hrs. Opening of
Tender : On 17.06.2020 at 15.30 Hrs. Amendments / Corrigendum if any, would
be uploaded on IREPS website only. Submission of Tender Documents : Through
IREPS. Manual tender documents shall not be accepted.

CSIR - CENTRAL BUILDING RESEARCH INSTITUTE

IIT ROORKEE CAMPUS, P.O.-CBRI
Roorkee - 247667

Notice Inviting e-Tender

CSIR-CBRI invites online tenders through CPP portal in
two bid system for following work(s):-

Tender ID:- 2020_CSIR_48952_1, Name of the Work
“Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract of
Cooling Appliances in CSIR-CBRI Campus”, Estimated
Cost Rs 4.73 Lakhs, Tender Cost Rs. 590.00 Earnest
Money Rs. 9460.00, Period of Completion 365 days,
Last time and date of submission of bid is 12/06/2020
up to 5.00 pm.

The tender document and other details can be viewed /
downloaded from the website https://etenders.gov.in
The press notice is also available on website of CSIR-
CBRI i.e. https://www.cbri.res.in.
Corrigendum/Addition/Clarification / Notification in
respect of NIT of the above said work, if any, will be
uploaded on the CPP Portal.

I/C TSG

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida G.B. Nagar, (U.P.)
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from eligible contractors/firms for the
following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and same shall
be opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The details
and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida authority's
official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com &
http:/letender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these websites for
any changes/amendments & corrigendum etc.

A|(1)01/GM(R)/AO/SM(JAL-OA)2020-21 - M/o STP (Providing laying
of M.S. Pipe Construction drain and others Miscellaneous work in
Compound of STP-54, Sector-54, Noida), Cost.  36.02 Lacs

The above tenders can be uploaded by date 10.06.2020 upto 5.00
PM. Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on date
11.06.2020 at 11.00 AM.

Office:-

Water Works Compound, Sector-5, Noida
G.B. Nagar, (U.P.) General Manager (R), Noida

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

naita

ANNUAL REPAIRING

CONMTRACT
Tander Mo, SHT-A8-LRG-TIT0-29,
Datind: 27-08-Z0 50 2. Ry ki i irrated
Byt ek e Fod or bploaena vk
Farmo ol ‘worh apd Locaiiend Anocal
Repidng Goalins: of dolecivg SMR
riasdhibe of gk PLOHRCHE SWRE
chixgersdnalsbed sradarbhojiwdsgid oo
A, DETESL i ok - Lises (g inks iy Few
a pertind gt T prars . Toesd er Valua 5
Tts 00 BT Bt W ooyt T 22 L
Coed ol Terdes dosumand ;7 2000
Darta o5 T of Gl 24 - Fevichr @t
13500 on 153631310 Dale and Ties
of Jp el ol o Tessdor iom 151100 o0
A5E-2E3]. Forsmnbids pima A wa bade
i e e S

Fivimbonal SHgnal &
Talootin Engingor, Lumding

il FOOD CORPORATION OF INDIA

Regional Office: 4, Nehru Pla k Road Jaipur-15 (Rajasthan)

ender Noti

An e-fender notice is invited, under two-bid system for a| pomlmenl of Vendors for the period
of one year for 8rowdlng services of Vehicle Tracking System for the vehicles used by FCI
Road Transport Contractors for fransporation of ioodgram from various dispatching centers to
various receiving centers of Rajasthan region

Under e-tender notice ROJ/CONTRACTNTS/02/2020 the bids shall be accepted ONLINE
fom 27.05.2020, 02.00 PM to 16.06.2020, 02.00 PM. All the Terms & Conditions and
other details are available on GPP Portal’s websife https:/eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app and
Corporation’s website www.fci.gov.in. General Manager (Region)

R e fergra ferawor
— T far,

ffegr smimw g (E-Ffeen)
SefEwTeRRdl BT & W § ufafyd ve A

wrferl wenst & fre e &g ffaw
Yo/ aEY g A 01.07.2020 T
AT dee W UH w1 Sl e g-fAfear
feATeR 03.07.2020 I TURTE 1.00 =TS qeh $-
U GEA W YTH FX YW A ITRTEA 4.00
S Q gren S (1) fFfas 112020~
21: 33/11 HAM. W%ﬁqﬂ?mm
% FHEIA B YT H EWLCHT, TgIIA

ST v SHviER | T S @ |
(2) fafad 12,2020-21: 3311 FAL
TR AR SIG SR F Fegdl T W
H EREH, T T T SviER
wEfad SEueE wE 1 (3)  ffas
13/2020-21:  33/11 H.A. SUH= Freww

g FHOEE wE L (4)
14/2020-21: 33/11 F.A. ITHE, T IRTET
SEYE MR % deeld ®H  Wed @l
THACHT, TgIIA AR TE SUiER 9§

(5) fafaw
15/2020-21: 33/11 .M. ITHZR TRE UK
fRisTeTe R wiees we g w0 o qen
feremrd # =fhm & st sedE we
(6) Fafas 16/2020-21: T afrdar
(fereon), SIRT &, RT3 hratera aRer i
siferemedt i () % wEie wa
wEfgd SHeEE w@ ) (7) e
17,2020-21: 33/11 .. ITHS ISWE TAIG
PR R fearmare # faerifidt Sim/ara v
frmr wa % ShviER § wEfua e
SadE @ (s) WA 1s/2020-21:
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HAAIghs B9 Frerd ®H o faaniEww ud
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19/2020-21: 220 .. SUFS, faeh=<q,
SR feera geey fraeres, qfafaffa, s
e aRay famga wic § e el &

& HORTHEAST FRENTIER RALAAY
Bl iy Sesbimers B0 S

OSBI

Anytime Channels Department, Air India Building, Corporate Centre,
Nariman Point, Mumbai—400 021. E-mail: dgm.atmins@sbi.co.in

CORRIGENDUM-IV

Please refer our Corrigendum (RFP No.SBI/AC/2019-20/006 dated
17.03.2020 for Installation of 10,000 ATMs under Total Outsourced
Model (TOM) PHASE XIV (YR. 2020). In this regard pre-bid meetingis
scheduled on 29.05.2020 via video/audio conference. The details
are available on the link “"Procurement News"” on Bank's website
https://bank.sbi or https://sbi.co.in.

Place: Mumbai
Date: 27/05/2020

Sd/-
Deputy General Manager
(ATM-1&S)

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering
(E-Procurement Systems)

Appeal For Identification

General public is hereby informed
that this person Name : Kalia S/o :
Unknown, R/o : Unknown, Age : 38
Years, Sex : Male, Height : 5 Ft. 5
Inch, Complexion : Shallow, Face :
Long, Built : Thin, Wearing : Black
Colour Jacket, Grey Colour Pant
and Blue Colour Sleeper in Feet,
has been found dead on 26.03.2020
Near Oriental Insurance Building,
Delhi Gate, Daryaganj, Delhi and dead body preserved
in Maulana Azad Medical College Mortuary, Delhi for 72
hours. In this regard a DD No. 15-A Dated 26.03.2020
has been lodged at PS. Daryaganj, Delhi.

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace
outinformation about this person but no clue has come to
lightsofar.

Any person having any information or clue about this
person may kindly inform to the following. o

DP/104/CD/2020. PS. Daryaganj, Delhi
Ph.: 011-23279331, 23274683

: 26-EC Road, Dehradun - 248001.

Govt. of Uttarakhand Email- spiuukwdp@gmail.com

State Project Implementation Unit, Uttarakhand

(A Unit for Implementing World Bank Funded Project-UKWDP)
Government Industrial Training Institute (Women) Campus

1. Repair and fencing of Boundary wall of SSE/C/TRD Store at Ajmeri gate
side, New Delhi under Sr.DEN/Works.
Name | 2- Face Lifting of Delhi Area stations with Vnyil painting on exteriors and
of interiors under Sr.DEN/Works.
work | 3- Annual operation and maintenance of sand filter, disinfection system
with and valve operation at HNZM water complex in the section of SSE/W/|
its HNZM under DEN/W-2/DLI. (Fortwo years)
location | 4. Construction of additional 6.10 m wide FOBs at East & West FOBs at
Delhi Main station under Sr. DEN/Works.
5. Extension of 3rd FOB from PF 4/5 to PF 8/9 with additional landing in
circulating area at Hazarat Nizamuddin under Sr.DEN/Works/DLI.
‘(\:PPTXf- (1) Rs. 3006082/ (2) Rs. 22113932/- (3) Rs. 14832164/-
v‘;z "‘(’ (4) Rs. 33345607/~ (5) Rs. 22471113/~
(It should be in the form of net banking or payment gateway Only. Note:
FDR will not be accepted as EMD for tender invited on IREPS as per
Earnest |Railway Boards letter no 2015/CE-I/CT/5/1 dated: 31.08.2016)
Mone
v (1) Rs. 60100/- (2) Rs. 260600/- (3) Rs. 224200/-
(4) Rs. 316700/- (5) Rs. 262400/-
(It should be in the form of net banking or payment gateway Only. Note:
FDR will not be accepted as EMD for tender invited on IREPS as per
Cost of |Railway Boards letter no 2015/CE-I/CT/5/1 dated:31.08.2016)
tender (1) Rs. 3540/~ (2) Rs. 5900/- (3) Rs. 5900/-
(4) Rs. 11800/- (5) Rs. 11800/-

Upto 15.00 hrs on 26.06.2020 Opening of
tenderat 15.00 hrs. On 26.06.2020

Date and time for Submission of
tender and opening of tender

Website particulars notice board location
complete details of tender can be seen
and address of the office from where
the tender form can be purchased etc.
128-W/280/e Tender Notice/NIT-1,2,3, 4&5-2020-21/Works

Dated : 26.05.2020 1175/2020

Serving Customers With A Smile

Above tender available on IREPS site i.e.
www.ireps.gov.in

CORRIGENDUM No. 6 (EXTENTION IN BID SUBMISSION)
Name of Project: Uttarakhand Workforce Development Project (UKWDP)

All prospective bidders are hereby informed that the bid Submission dates for the
packages mentioned below has already been extended thrice due to the
unprecedented conditions prevailing in the country. Due to the numerous
representation received from the prospective bidders requesting for extension, the
last date of submission of the technical bid is further extended as per the table below.

Bid Ref No. Bid submission date Bid Bid submission date Bid
opening opening
date date
As per Corrigendum No 4
For Fitter 29" May 2020,11am uploading | 29" May 16" June 2020,11am 23 June
Trade IN- on www.uktenders.gov.in 2020, uploading on 2020,
SPIUUKWFDP | 29" May 2020, 2pm Physical | 4pm | www.uktenders.gov.in 23° | 4pm
- 154891- submission at SPIU office June 2020, 2pm Physical
GO-RFB- 01 submission at SPIU office
For 30" May 2020,11am uploading | 30" May 17" June 2020,11am 24" June
Electrician on www.uktenders.gov.in 2020, uploading on 2020,
Trade 30" May 2020, 2pm Physical 4 pm www.uktenders.gov.in 4pm
Ref.no. IN- submission at SPIU office. 24" June 2020, 2 pm
SPIU- Physical submission at SPIU
UKWFDP- office.
154891-GO-
RFB-02

It is further informed that this may be treated as the last and final extension and no
further date extension shall be done. All prospective bidders are informed to work
actively to ensure the timely bid submission.Further as per the above table, a
window of additional seven(7) days is being provided for hardcopy submission of
documents, failing which the bid will not be admitted.
The rest of the terms and conditions shall remain unchanged.
Note: This corrigendum will be uploaded on websiteswww.uktenders.gov.in and
www.uksdm.org.

Project Director

| Tandee Ma, DY CECOM S0
0 pasbdished wade Tendor Bodko Mo,

DYCECOH-3OMY 2020 ARG,
Dot F0G2-220 Fhoxgn moad ag:
Clesing dita of Tander e 11-08-2820
a1 30 b netonchof 21-05 2000 ard
epsrneg e 11-08-2200 al 15,30 Fea,
st of 21065 2020

Al Sl Ui i E0diben semkn
urichang e

&

Lo CEMCOR-RIiDEapur
Floothaags Frantar Raiway
[Comstrden Ces an )

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE
ENGINEER, TEWP. CORSTAUCTION
DIVISION (EfMy, U.P. JAL
HIGAM, MORADAGAD
Shan Tarm E-Tapdlar Maotice
Laltar Mo, S35 4Pen 746
Draredd ;1590052020
E-Tardeeg and invibed LLP, J&
Migam Luchrirg Indm regraienad
panlracdor Pauing requisile vk
gxpariance and financial
capabiflioe Tor Suppdy of Faa
Gravwal at differenl Waler
Supply Scheme Disiricl
Samhbal, Tha tander doatomanl
ghall Bba avaifabla a0 @-
procuremment cwabaite kg
afpndeidp.pic.am  Ben  dated
28,05 2020 a1 1000 Am Gravans.
Infarasted canlrasior <an
Joemlead the abave landes
docuimers grd upkaad e lardiar
dusly Tiled from cated 218052020
ber 08, 082020 i 16 05:00 pan o
abye - e-profanamsn]  wekeila,
Tandar sl b apaned o daled
09052020 al §1:30 @i in 1ha
gffice o Exagulive Erginaar
Tarnp.  Carsiruction - DisEmn
[EA) LR R bl Woradtabad
in pragance ol inlanding
landevars 3 any. Terdar ool Ra,
1000,.00+918% GST (Man-
refundabia) o Toren of canmand
dral in Fewour of Exaculiva
Eng=mase Tamp, Cordinilian
Divaion [EWT] LEF - Jal Migem
Moradabad wil ke Lptosdked wilh
lainder, Qliar teema and coekhion
can s ba gasn on P S
Wigam wabrite WELpIIT
Ja upade. gav,in and a-
procuramanl wehsite  RIEpT
wlendarunicin in lender
deeiimens

AT F A A ql Uk WeeE
wE | (Fu foga SHerl, & fad
www.dvvnl.org T http://etender.up.nic.in
R W | T AEA-1800-180-3023 ‘Wregfed
# faotelt sramelr” g/~ areheror sifwmr
foem wwug wuew (famwur), 64 W,
Tae=, -7 AT
e18/fasafa. ) am/&-2 feates:

26/05/2020

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer , Banjar Division, HP,PWD, Banjar on behalf of Governor of Him:
electronic tendering system from the eligible Class of Contractors registered with HPPWI|

HIMACHAL PRADESH

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Phone No.01903-221031 Fax: 091903-221031

achal Pradesh invites the item rate bids in
D for the works as detailed in the table:-

Rigpa Hospital at Bajaura Distt. Kullu HP (SH:-
Construction of Hospital Building portion, C/O Kitchen
Block and Mortuary Block(Civil work, WS & SI) & Septic
tank, Soak pit and Rain water Harvesting Tank)

Sr. | Name of Work Estimated Starting date Earnest Money | Deadline for

No. Cost (Rs.) for bid submission
downloading bid of bid

1 Construction of 50 Bedded Integrated Ayush Sowa- | 75956753 30.05.2020 500000 15.06.2020

Fax: 091
0625/HP

The Bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website www.hptenders.gov.in

Executive Engineer,

Banjar Division,

HP.PWD., Banjar 175123

Phone No.01903-221031

903-221031 E mail:- ee-kul1-hp@nic.in
On behalf of Governor of HP

PRESS NOTICE ON SHORT TERM BASIS TO BE ISSUED FOR

PUBLICATION IN NEWSPAPERS FOR E-TENDERING

The Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti Division No. Il, Kullu at Bhunter invites Online

Government or Himachal Pradesh from approved eligible contractors for the following works through e-tendering process:

tenders on short time basis on behalf of

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

PROJECTS CIRCLE, COIMBATORE
TENDER NOTICE

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT

Tender Notice No.01/2020-2021/SDO, Dated: 26.05.2020

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Building Organisation - Form of Contract : Lumpsum
Short Time Tender Notice No.9 / VLR - CLE / 2020 - 2021 / Dated : 26.05.2020

under Work Announced by Hon’ble
(Highways & Minor Ports) during Budget
2016-2017 pertaining Coimbatore (H)
Division.

are available in the Government
https:/ltntenders.gov.in from 30.05.2020.

in the above Government website only.

DIPR/1914/TENDER/2020

For and on behalf of Governor of Tamil
Schedule tender through online only will be received
upto 13.07.2020, 15.00 hours by the Superintending
Engineer (H) Projects Circle, Coimbatore for SI.No.1

Details of work, approximate value of work, EMD,
availability of tender documents and all other details
changes / corrections in the tender, it will be published

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (H)
PROJECTS CIRCLE, COIMBATORE-43

Nadu

Sangeethamangalam, Slice 2 : Chinthamani, (5) Slice 1
Theppirampattuin Villupuram District.

For and on behalf of Governor of Tamil Nadu Sealed Tenders are invited by the Superintending Engineer, PWD.,
Buildings (Construction and Maintenance) Circle, Vellore - 1 for the following works from the eligible Contractors registered in
Public Works Department of Government of Tamil Nadu, upto 3.00 pm as per office clock on 17.06.2020 under Two cover system
(Pre qualification and Price tender). The Prequalification cover (Cover I) alone will be opened on 17.06.2020 at 3.30 PM by the
Superintending Engineer in presence of the Tenderers or their authorised agents.

PACKAGE WORKS : Construction of Class rooms, Science lab, Toilet block, Drinking Water facility, Compound Wall and
Electrical arrangementsin GHS / GHSS at (1) Slice 1: M.Kunnathur, Slice 2 : Arasampattu, (2) Slice 1 : Thirunavalur, Slice 2 : Paliin
Kallakurichi District, (3) Slice 1 : Sithalingamadam in Kallakurichi District, Slice 2 : Vikkiravandi in Villupuram District, (4) Slice 1 :
: lllodu, Slice 2 :

The E.M.D remittance and other details can also be available from the Govt. designated website
(http://www.tenders.tn.gov.in) and Office of the Superintending Engineer, PWD., Buildings (C&M) Circle, Vellore - 632 001. The
tender schedule can be downloaded at free of cost from the above website upto 16.06.2020 - 5.45 pm.

Ongur, (6) Slice 1 : Sathiyamangalam, Slice 2 :

ini Superintending Engineer, PWD.,
M I nISter DIPR/ 1923 /TENDER/2020 Buildings (C & M) Circle, Vellore-1.
Demand
Projects GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU

website
If any

HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT

Madurai (Construction and Maintenance) Circle
TENDER NOTICE
Tender Notice No.01/2020-2021/HDO/Dated: 22.05.2020

For and on behalf of the Governor of Tamilnadu, Percentage tender
through online only will be received upto 01.07.2020 - 14.00 hours by the
Superintending Engineer (H) C&M, Madurai Circle under CRIDP 2020-21,
(Package No.1 to Package No.19) pertaining Theni (H) (C&M) Division.

Details of works, approximate value of works, EMD, availability of tender
documents and all other details are available from 29.05.2020 onwards in the
Government website https://tntenders.gov.in. If any Changes/Corrections in the
tender, it will be published in the above Government website only.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (H)

DIPR/1913/Tender/2020 C&M, Madurai Circle
Job Name of Work Estimated EMD Time of Cost -
No. Cost Cost of | Completion| of
Tender (Months) | Form
1 Providing LWSS to Phatti Peej, Phatti Khahrahal phatti Balh, Barahar and |2,37,94,887/- | 2,70,450/-| 12 Months | 2500/ E n" En " m E “ .

Kadihar in tehsil Bhunter Distt Kullu H.P. (SH: C/o Pump House, sanitary

tank electrical fitting, septick tank C/o RCC storage tank of various capac- TENDER NOTICE

ity, providing laying Jointing and testing of raising main distribution system ] ﬂ'FEH[-HE -

providing and errection of pumping machinery and C/o anchor block) CATE AMOUNT | END
2 | Providing Lift Irrigation scheme to Bakshal & its adjoining area in GP | 42,92,294/- | 71884/- | 6 Months | 800/- R, MAEME OF MAME OF WOEK MOTICE TENDER CLOSIRG [AFFAOLY TN 'WEBSITE OF THE BDARD RODAL SFFICERJCONTACT

Devgrah Gohi & Railla in tehsil Banjar Distt Kullu H.P. (SH: Providing and Hi BOARD CORP. JAUTH CORF. TAUTH DETAILSJEMAIL

laying of raising main and C/o Thrust Blocks and supply and errection of DATE FUPEES

pumping machinery) | | == S _{. (TIME} -

Last date submission of tender: 16.06.2020 upto 5.00 P.M. and opened on 17.06.2020 up to 12.30 P.M. M el S g s o A o1 L7 P
The tender forms/NIT and other detailed conditions can be downloaded from the website www.hpiph.org or from office 1 WL, CRRHEL AT 12“\ 192 B0 S5TH. VPN, RASHAL (TVRE-D- 20, PRI | o oo TADLADS war vpnomn Frotwpnom.
of the Executive Engineer up to date specified above. -HIM SUNCHNA AVAM JAN SAMPARK- 35, TVPE-IIL - 21, TVPE- B - L AND TWPE-C--2 JTFS] i = i
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Executive Engineer, z HWPRL, TEANEL ZHIN, L METO LB TR 1/ TO 2SI AT 200y | e 1783 1ADS waw hpromin el
0609/HP Jal Shakti Division No. Il, Kullu at Bhunter NI N N SISTR. POVIER HIOUSE DOLOMY. RARMAL i S — rititc vt
3 HVPrAL, TAANEL FEARIR OF ACED OF BPPROWCHING RO AN0 INTESHEL 2105300 .03 LADS v bpromn f;;.;ﬂ:f’g!“
fifae asia, ardiga _ : F 063000 PRE—
1 HWTRL, FARHEL OOLOHY AT 12571530 5'5TH. POWER BOUSE DOU0RY, - L ER WAL WD 1
g-farfa<r amssror gaan KNP, BARHAL (TVPE- - | AND-TYPEC - 1 TR} s i)
e v, BRaT Bt 3R W Riferet ot uriud freaiiia eri & o ue a @t il i 01.07.2020 = HVPRL, EARNEL i s b i, gt R sl T ST 1T Wi wprmn L
20,06 20212 3 B i i = o 34 T Uﬂ i 2B001330 EOSTM., FOWER HOUSE COLOMY, HYFHL KARNAL | [4.06.2000 FrotapnoLin
V6. ' e et # e RERIRIEE CTRIN RS U Aetlare qgHTEe J : ; CALHRG ¥
. . . E ¥iTE EYICERTIAL b T 7
https:/haryanaeprocurement.gov.in/ etenders.hry.nic.in W 37HcEA diferi AT B & | E AL, FARIMABAL: REHUY & MAVRIERINE LY “, COLAY AT 4000 DWTE 14,55 LACS wiwri bnpruon in QLRGN
E/STH. A5 HVPHL FAAITEBaD 5. (5. 3000 Prodtaprul N
. e @1 faao adfl | fewdl| AR ffw | fwda | e RGPERTATIR FIp 10 POk 1] Y T (G0 | e | BTSN o
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— COVID-19 IMPACT —

CONSUMER INTERNET COS

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

FIVE LARGE companies in the
consumer internet space in
India have announced reduc-
tionof over4,000jobs over the
last one month, on account of
contractionin business due to
COVID-19-led lockdown and
the subsequent fallindemand.

OnTuesday, US-based cab-
aggregator Uber announced it
will lay off around 600 full
time employees in the India-
South Asia region, a majority
of which are located in India,
due to the “impact of COVID-
19 and the unpredictable na-
ture of the recovery”.

In total, five companies —
Uber Indiaand South Asia, Ola,
Zomato, Swiggy and Cure.fit—
have together announced the
reduction of around 4,441 jobs
inthelastone month. “Theim-
pact of COVID-19 and the un-
predictable nature of the re-
covery has left Uber India SA
with no choice but to reduce
the size of its workforce. Arou-
nd 600 full time positionsacr-
ossdriverand rider support,as
well as other functions, are be-
ing impacted. These reduc-
tionsare partof previously an-
nounced global job cuts this
month,” said Pradeep Param-
eswaran, president, Uber India
and South Asia. The number of
laid off staff comprised about
a fourth of Uber India and
South Asia’s employee base.

The taxi-hailing company
said the layoffs were part of
previously announced global
job cuts. Last week, the firm'’s
parent company — US-based
Uber Technologies — an-
nounced a 23 per cent reduc-
tion in its workforce.

Uber’s Indian rival Ola,
which saw its revenue fall by
95 per cent over the last two
months, last week announced
that it will be letting go off
1,400 employees. “... the prog-
nosis ahead for our businessis
very unclear and uncertain. It
is going to take a long time for
people togooutand about like
before. With more companies
preferring to have a large
number of employees work
from home, air travel limited

Over 4.4K jobs cut by

5 major Indian cos in
1 month; Uber lays off
nearly 600 people

UBERTOLAY OFF
FULL-TIME STAFF

W Uber Indiaand
South Asia, Ola,
Zomato, Swiggy and
Cure fit have together
cutaround 4,441 jobs
in the last one month

M The 600 people
that Uber plans to lay
off are full-time
employees

toessential trips and vacations
being put off for better times,
the impact of this crisis is def-
initely going to be long-drawn
forus,” OlaCEO Bhavish Agga-
rwal wrote inan e-mail toem-
ployees, adding that the crisis
has affected livelihood of mil-
lions of the company’s drivers.

Prior to this, the two largest
food-tech companies in India
— Swiggy and Zomato — an-
nounced, in quick succession,
the plan to prune their em-
ployee base. Exhorting that
the number restaurants is ex-
pected to shrink by 25-40 per
cent over the next 6-12
months, Zomato CEO Deep-
inder Goyal wrote to the com-
pany’s staffers that around 14
per cent of them, or 541 peo-
ple, have been asked to look
for new jobs. Swiggy CEO
Sriharsha Majety told theem-
ployees that the core food de-
livery business had been se-
verely hitand was likely to stay
impacted over the short term.
To this effect, he announced
letting go off 1,100 employees.

Similarly, health and fit-
ness startup Cure.fit had also
laid off around 800 people, in
an effort to reduce costs.

In addition to the layoffs,
some of these companies have
alsoannounced salary cuts for
a chunk of their employees.
Zomato said its staff will un-
dergo a temporary salary re-
duction of up to 50 per cent,
with some of the senior mem-
bers taking a voluntary pay cut
of 100 per cent. Similarly, Ola
said that over the past couple
of months, all members of its
extended leadership team had
taken “significant salary cuts”.

AMID PRIVACY CONCERNS RAISED BY CYBERLAW EXPERTS

Centre shifts stance, releases
source code for Aarogya Setu app

AASHISHARYAN &
KARISHMAMEHROTRA
NEW DELHI,MAY 26

IN A departure from its previous
stance, the Centre on Tuesday re-
leased the source code of its con-
tact tracing app Aarogya Setuand
announced cash prizes for those
who find abug or vulnerability in
it. Government officials oversee-
ing the mobile application devel-
opment also told The Indian
Express that they will soon provide
anonymised data to researchers
to conduct their own analysis on
COVID-19 trends in the country.
The release of the app’s Andr-
oid source code (which 98 per
cent of the 115 million Aarogya
Setu users use) comes nearly two
monthsafter the app wasreleased
onApril 2. When asked about the
delay in releasing the code after
significant calls from India’s de-
veloper community, IT Secretary
Ajay Prakash Sawhney told The
Indian Express: “Even the best de-
velopers don’t document their
code when they are rushing to
make it functional. Now, they have
properly cleaned the code. We
even plan to release the code for
the server function so that other
countries can pick it up and use
this app in their country as well.”
National Informatics Center
Director General Neeta Verma
said the government’sinternal as-
sessment found potential vulner-

EXPLAINED

May help assuage
concerns over
@ Privacy, security

WITH THE opening up of the source code for developers as
well as the announcement of a bounty scheme for finding
bugs in the Aarogya Setu app, the government has opened
itself to scrutiny of coders across the world.

This will, however, restore some faith in skeptical minds
as they can now read and understand the code for
themselves. It will also help in assuaging the data privacy and
security concerns surrounding the app.

abilities in the app, calling for de-
velopers to attempt to solve the
concerns in a detailed technical
document. The Centre’s first-ever
bug bounty programme will give
uptoRs 3 lakh for two reward cat-
egories — security vulnerability
reporting and suggestions forim-
provement in the source code.
Although the IT Ministry’s
own policy from 2016 states that
all software used by the govern-
mentwill be open source as far as
possible, the Ministry had barred
individuals from reverse engi-
neering the code of Aarogya Setu.
Reverse engineering allows in-
dividuals and firms to deconstruct
the working of a software or a
hardware by tracing back steps
from the final product, oftentoen-
hance the working of the source
code or find a bug in the system.

Sawhney told The Indian
Express the Centre shares Aarogya
Setu data in three buckets.
“Personal data is shared to med-
ical officials in order to fight the
pandemic. Anonymised, aggre-
gate data is shared with support-
ingdepartments like the planning
development toassess the inven-
tory required. And we will begin
to share ‘hard anonymised’ data
withresearch institutions whore-
questsuchdataand are cleared by
a committee soon to be set up by
the Principal Scientific Advisor.”

Till date, 1,264 emerging
hotspots have been identified
across India through the app.

“Transparency, privacy and se-
curity have been the core design
principles of Aarogya Setu since
its inception and opening the
source code up to the developer

community signifies the govern-
ment of India’s continuing com-
mitment to these principles,” Niti
Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant said,
while announcing the release of
the source code. He said thatif 70-
80 per cent of a community has
the app downloaded, they can
achieve “digital immunity.”

The opening up of the source
code fulfills a long pending de-
mand of cyberlaw experts from
across the country and the world.

“Aarogya Setu should always
have been open source, right from
the get go. Everything developed
by the government should always
be open source as that uses tax-
payers money. Work to ensure
that the app doesn’t mutate into
any other vehicle that plays with
sensitive information of such a
large population should contin-
ue,” Mishi Choudhary, technology
lawyer and founder, SFLC.in said.

Earlier this week, the govern-
ment updated the terms of usage
of the app, removing the restric-
tions on tampering with its code
and allowing reverse engineering
of the same. In the updated terms
of use, the Centre also specified
thatanindividual's failure to com-
ply with the terms of usage of the
app willnolonger lead to the sus-
pension of their account.

Aarogya Setu has become
mandatory for central govern-
mentemployees and for travelers
crossing several borders across
parts of the nation.

‘States’ fiscal deficit seen

rising to 4.5%

of GDP’

Despite the relaxation in COVID-19-related restrictions,
the revenue balance of states in FY21 is set to worsen,
India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra) said in a report

4.5%

OF THE GDP: EXPECTED
AGGREGATE FISCAL DEFICIT
FOR THE STATES IN FY21,
HIGHER FROM EARLIER
FORECAST OF 3%

0.9%

EXPECTED NOMINAL GDP
GROWTH RATE FOR FY21 AS
NATIONWIDE LOCKDOWN
WOULD EXACERBATE
ECONOMIC DOWNTURN

2.8% OF GDP

Expected aggregate revenue deficit
for states asagainst earlier forecast
of 0.4%, with states

likely to face significant slippages
fromtheirbudget targets for FY21

¥8.25 TRILLION

Estimate of gross market
borrowings of statesin FY21, revised
upward from earlier estimate of ¥
6.09 trillion

B Aggregaterevenuereceipts of 20
states (constituting nearly 86% of
thebudgeted target) camein4.2%
lowerthanbudgetedat¥24.79
trillionin FY20, primarily led by a

16.2% reductionin the devolution of
central taxes

M States’ own taxrevenue

receipts werelowerby 2.2%in
revised estimates for FY20 than
budgeted¥12.04 trillion

M Revenue and fiscal deficitsare
budgetedat 0.02% and 2.5% of
GSDPinFY21

Ind-Raexpectsstatestoresortto
higher market borrowings to fund
thefiscal deficit. The pressureon
state governments to provide
supporttohouseholdsand
businesses through fiscal stimulus
measuresissettoincrease
Source:India Ratings and Research/PTI
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OlaFin Services
raises¥205cr

New Delhi: Ola Financial
Services (OFS), which oper-
ates Ola Money, has raised
about Rs 205 crore in fund-
ing from Matrix Partners
and others, as per regulatory
documents.

Kotak Mahindra
BankQIP

Mumbai: Kotak Mahindra
Bank Tuesday launched its
over Rs 7000-crore qualified
institutional placement. PTI

MoerstobeAston
MartinCEO

London: Aston Martin con-
firmed on Tuesday Tobias
Moers, CEO of Mercedes-
AMG, would become CEO
onAugust 1, replacing Andy
Palmer. REUTERS

Vedantaseeks
nod for delisting

New Delhi: Vedanta Ltd on
Tuesday began the process
of seeking shareholders nod
for delisting the company.

Torrent Pharma
netat¥314cr

New Delhi: Drug firm Torrent
Pharmaceuticals on Tuesday
reported a consolidated net
profit of Rs 314 crore for the
quarterended March 31.PTI

New norms for delivery
centre for commodity
derivatives contract

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,MAY 26

SEBI ON Tuesday issued uniform
guidelines to be followed by stock
exchanges while identifying and
selecting a location as a delivery
centre for commodity derivatives
contracts. The move by the
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) has been taken based
on the recommendations of
Commodity Derivatives Advisory
Committee (CDAC)and in consul-
tation with bourses.

A particular location can be
identified and selected as a deliv-
ery centre by a stock exchange
based on demand-supply dyna-
mics, liquidity of the contract,
value chain participants, infra-
structure supportand trade feed-
back, the regulator said ina circu-
lar. The regulator said that delivery
centre, whether basis or addi-

Qil prices rise as faith

REUTERS
NEW YORK, MAY 26

OIL PRICES rose on Tuesday, sup-
ported by growing confidence
that producers are following
through on commitments to cut
suppliesand as fuel demand picks
up with coronavirus restrictions
easing.

Brent crude futures were up
45 cents, or 1.3 per cent, at $35.98
a barrel by 1709 GMT. US West

No restriction
on use of PoA
by broker: Sebi

New Delhi: Sebi said it has not
imposed any restriction on
the use of Power of Attorney
(PoA)betweena clientanda
broker in the equity markets.

It said systems are in
place where broker using
PoA transfers client securities
asmargininto his client’s col-
lateral account and then
place these securities with
clearing corporation (CC) by
way of transfer or creation of
pledge towards margin. PTI

tional, plays an important role in
the pricing and settlement of the
physically delivered commodity
derivatives contract.

Texas Intermediate crude futures
gained 89 cents, or 2.7 per cent, to
$34.14.

The Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries
and other leading oil producersin-
cluding Russia, a group known as
OPEC+, agreed last month to cut
their combined output by almost
10millionbarrels per day in May-
June to shore up prices and de-
mand, which has been hit by the
coronavirus pandemic.

Meanwhile, US stocks jumped

Bharti Telecom
sells 2.75%
stake in Airtel
for 8,433 crore

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,MAY 26

PROMOTER FIRM Bharti Telecom
has sold 2.75 per cent stake in
Airtel to institutional investors in
the secondary market, raising over
Rs 8,433 crore, the company said
onTuesday. The sale proceeds will
be fully utilised to repay debt at
Bharti Telecom and will make the
promoter holding firma‘debt free
company’, it said.

Bharti Group and Singtel will
continue to hold a majority stake
in Bharti Airtel at 56.23 per cent
after the transaction, the telco said.

However, shares of Bharti
Airtel fell nearly 6 per cent after
the sale of stake. It dropped 5.71
per cent to close at Rs 559.15 on
the BSE. Intra-day, it tumbled 5.96
per cent toRs 557.65. On the NSE,
shares of the company fell 5.72 per
centto close at Rs 559.25.

International market data till 1900 IST

‘Q4FY20 GDP growth
likely to be 1.2%, may
contract 6.8% in FY2I’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, MAY 26

INDIA'S GDP growthislikely to be
at 1.2 per cent in the January-
March quarter (Q4) of the previ-
ous fiscal (2019-20), as economic
activity came toastandstillin the
lastweek of March due to the na-
tionwide lockdown to contain the
spread of COVID-19, a State Bank
of India report has said.

According tothe SBI'sresearch
report ‘Ecowrap’, gross domestic
product (GDP) growthis likely to
be 4.2 per cent for the full year of
FY20.1tis expected to contract by
(-) 6.8 per cent for the ongoing
FY21. The Q4 GDP growth num-
ber for FY20 will be announced
by the National Statistical Office
(NSO)on May 29.

“We now believe that Q1 GDP
FY21 loss will be humongous and
could even exceed 40 per cent,”
the SBI report said. When India
had first imposed a lockdown,
GDP estimate was 2.6 per cent
and since then it has been pro-
gressively reduced to a negative
4.7 per cent, with nominal GDP
witnessing a contraction, it said.

“However, given that the
States are now taking a staggered
approach in terms of activities in
red, green and orange zones, we
believe that a bottom-up appro-
ach estimation to growth could
be more appropriate thananear-
lier top down approach,” itadded.

Subsequently, SBI estimated
the district-wise, zone-wise loss
in GSDP for each state and found
that total GSDP (gross state do-
mestic product) loss due to
COVID-19 for states stands at Rs
30.3 lakh crore, whichis 13.5 per
cent of total GSDP. The loss is
maximum (around 50 per cent)
inred zones and where almostall
the big districts of India are lo-
cated. The combined loss of or-
ange and red zone is around 90
per cent of total loss. “The loss in
green zone is the least as 80 per
cent of population in this zone is
located in rural areas which are
almost open for all activities,” it
said.

The Ecowrap said state-wise
analysis indicates that top 10
states accounted for 75 per cent
of total GDP loss, with
Maharashtra contributing 15.6
per cent of total loss, followed by
Tamil Nadu (9.4 per cent) and
Guyjarat (8.6 per cent). These three
states also have the largest num-
ber of confirmed COVID-19 cases
inIndia, it said.

According to SBI, one interest-
ingaspectof datais the difference
between GDP and GVA (gross
value added). Normally the dif-
ference between GDP and GVA

BBB selects SN Rajeswari as CMD of
Oriental Insurance via video interview

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI, MAY 26

SN RAJESWARI, General Manager,
New India Assurance (NIA), has
been selected by the Banks Board
Bureau(BBB)as the Chairmanand
MD of the Delhi-based Oriental
Insurance Company (OIC)afteran
online video interview process in
the wake of the lockdown.

With this move, there are
clearindications that the Centreis
notinahurry toimplement the 2-
year old proposal to merge three
PSU general insurers, OIC, Natio-
nal Insurance Company (NIC)and
United India Insurance, analysts
said. The BBB had conducted vir-
tual interviews of five senior gen-
eral managers of the public sector
general insurance industry —with
two years of residual services till
May 2022 — to select a CMD for
OIC on Tuesday. AV Girija Kumar,
CMD, OIC, is retiring this month
end on reaching 60.

For the first time, the inter-

in supply cuts grows

and the S&P 500 crossed 3,000
points on Tuesday as optimism
abouta potential coronavirus vac-
cine and a revival in business ac-
tivity helped investors overlook
simmering Sino-US tensions.

During intra-day trade, the
Dow Jones Industrial Average was
up 593.68 points, or 2.43 per cent,
at25,058.84, the S&P 500 was up
50.88 points, or 1.72 per cent, at
3,006.33. The Nasdaq Composite
was up 81.78 points, or 0.88 per
cent, at 9,406.37.

Rupee gains 29p

Mumbai: The rupee appreci-
ated by 29 paise to close at
75.66 against the US dollar
onTuesday.IntheIndianeg-
uity market, the BSE Sensex
fell 63.29 points, or 0.21 per
cent, to end at 30,609.30,
while the NSE Nifty ended
10.20points,or0.11 per cent,
downat9,029.05. PTI

Rajeswari, General
Manager of New India
Assurance, is set to
replace AV Girija Kumar,
whoretires this month

views for selecting a CMD were
done through video conferencing,
with the nation under lockdown
to check the spread of COVID-19.
Currently, BPSharmaheadsa
seven-member panel to select
CMDs of PSU insurance compa-
nies and banks. In a unique prac-
tice,BBB has preferred, for the sec-
ond time, to announce the result
of the interview on the same day.
Earlier; results of interviews for
selecting CMDs of GIC Re and
Agriculture Insurance Company
were announced the same day.
The Finance Ministry will now
start the process of appointing
Rajeswari as the CMD of OIC. After
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman’s nod, the official papers

would be sent to Appointments
Committee of the Cabinetand the
Prime Minister’s Office for their
approvals. “Going by the earlier
experience, the whole process
may take around two months to
notify the name of Rajeswari,” said
sources at the Ministry.

Other general managers who
appeared for the interview were
Dinesh Waghela (OIC), Sobha
Reddy (NIC), Deepak Godbole
(GIC Re) and Madhulika Bhaskar
(GICRe).Rajeswari,achartered ac-
countant, is currently the second
senior most GM of the public sec-
tor general insurance industry and
will retire in May 2022.

Meanwhile, the Ministry has
indicated that it would start the
official exercises to appoint direc-
tors of PSU general insurance
companies. It had completely
stopped appointing directors in
the four PSU general insurers for
almost two years and as a result
majority posts of directors — out
of eight — are currently lying va-
cantinthose four PSU companies.

Apple to reopen about 100 US
stores, most with pickup option

REUTERS
SANFRANCISCO, MAY 26

APPLE INC plans to reopen about
100 US stores, mostly with curb-
side pickup but some with walk-
in service, the company said on
Tuesday. Apple shuttered stores
worldwide as the novel coron-
avirus pandemic spread but has
slowly opened them based on lo-
cal health data. Earlier this month,

New Delhi

the company reopened a handful
of stores in Alaska, Idaho and
Alabama.

Under Apple’s new proce-
dures, stores with walk-in service
will require customers and em-
ployees to undergo temperature
checksand wear masks before en-
tering. Apple will provide masks
to customers who have none.
Social distancing rules will limit
the number of people in the store
atone time.

India facing
worst recession
in FY2I: Crisil
New Delhi: India’s fourth re-
cession since Independence,
the first since liberalisation
and perhaps the worst to
date, is here, Crisil said Tues-
day asit predicted the econ-
omy to shrink by 5 per cent
in the current fiscal.

“The first quarter (April to
June 2020) will suffer a stag-
gering 25 per cent contrac-
tion,” itsaid initsassessment
of India’s GDP. “About 10% of
GDP in real terms could be
permanently lost.” PTI

Fitch projects
economy to
contract 5%

New Delhi: Fitch Ratings on
Tuesday forecasta5 per cent
contraction of Indian econ-
omy in the current fiscal, on
account of slump in eco-
nomic activities and very
stringent lockdown policy.
This is substantially lower
than 0.8 per cent growth for
2020-21 fiscal projected in
April.

Fitch said it has made fur-
ther cuts to world GDP fore-
casts in its latest Global Eco-
nomic Outlook for May. PTI

growth rate is not large, but this
time due to huge losses in netin-
direct taxes the difference will be
quite big. “We estimate real GVA
growth could be at - 3.1 per cent
in FY21 and real GDP growth at -
6.8 per centin FY21,” it said.

SBI said GDP numbers for Q2
0f2020-21 could witness asmart
recovery and clock 7.1 per cent, if
the country is able to sustain the
demand. “Q3 and Q4 growth
numbers could also look much
better, with an average of 6 per
cent, but the Q2 bump could
come down with the immediate
bust in pent up demand in Q2
subsiding subsequently,” it said.

However, things could rapidly
change as theincome and jobloss
could again propel the country to-
wards a lower equilibrium after
the initial bump up.

“We thus believe the govern-
ment might be looking at the data
more closely to prevent such loss
inmomentumin Q3 and Q4 and
even come up with another tar-
geted package later in the year,”
the report said.

Chile’s LATAM
largest airline
to file for
bankruptcy

REUTERS
BENGALURU,MAY 26

LATAM AIRLINES Group SA filed
for US bankruptcy protection on
Tuesday, becoming the largest
carrier to seek an emergency re-
organization amid the coron-
avirus crisis.

Latin America’s largest airline
follows rival Avianca Holdings of
Colombia in seeking US bank-
ruptcy protection.

But unlike Avianca, Chile’s
LATAM posted profits for four con-
secutive years totaling more than
$700 million. It had recently ap-
proved a dividend payment.

LATAM laid off 1,800 employ-
eesoutofover40,000in thelead-
up toits bankruptcy filing.

“We have implemented a se-
ries of difficult measures to miti-
gate the impact of this unprece-
dented industry disruption, but
ultimately this path represents the
best option,” CEO Roberto Alvo
said in a statement regarding the

filing.
LATAM is an instantly recog-
nizable brand for South

Americans, dominating interna-
tional air travel in the region, as
well as a leading domestic flight
operator in Brazil, Colombia, Chile,
Argentina, Peru and Ecuador.
Carriers in Latin America have
sought bailouts to no avail so far,
unlike rivals in the United States
and Europe. LATAM will continue
toflywhile tis in bankruptcy pro-
tection. Its affiliates in Argentina,
Brazil and Paraguay were not in-
cluded in the Chapter 11 filing.
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‘WI1 RESUME TRAINING

Gearing up for a proposed tour of
England in July, some West Indies
players, led by skipper Jason Holder,
returned to training in small groups
following a coronavirus-forced hiatus.

Teenaged gamer gets the real wheel

Chennai’s Kutti, winner of eRacing series held during lockdown, to train at Karthikeyan’s academy & with Volkswagen in real world

NIHALKOSHIE
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

VIRTUAL RACING series started by promi-
nent Indian race drivers during the lockdown
have given a teenaged gamer his big break —
amove to real-world racing.

Amith Kutti, a 16-year-old from Chennai,
sat on a plastic chair while driving with a
gaming racing wheel in front of a PC screen
at home when eRacing against some of the
bestdrivers in the country. Kutti went wheel-
to-wheel with Narain Karthikeyan - the first
Indian to drive in Formula One - and Arjun
Maini, a European Le Mans Series driver, in
Ultimate E’s all-star race, an online series
hosted on weekends during the lockdown.

Earlier this month, Kutti beat 31 racers
from 15 cities to win the third season of the
Indian Sim Racing League (ISRL), a virtual rac-
ing series that began in April. Consistent
podium finishes in Ultimate E enhanced his
reputation. His reward: admission to the kart-
ing programme at Karthikeyan’s racing acad-
emy and a training stint and test with
Volkswagen Motorsport India. He will now
gettodrivereal cars and karts on racing tracks.

“Now especially during the lockdown,
there have been new virtual competitions
paving the way for virtual drivers in India. I
haven’t been offered anything (in the real
world) before. This is the first time [ have
been offered a chance to train at the NK
Racing Academy. Volkswagen Motorsport
training is the prize for winning the Indian
Sim Racing League season,” Kutti says.

Karthikeyan called him the ‘fastest gamer
in India’ when he announced the tie-up be-
tween his academy and Ultimate E. “ERacing
has become more relevant with the Covid-19
situation. In the first edition of this collabora-
tion, we have decided to sign up Amith Kutti,
who has excelled in multiple eSports leagues
and has easily come on top as the fastest gamer
in India,” Karthikeyan says. The objective, ac-
cording to him, is to get Kutti a seat in the Rotax
Max (karting) national championships.

Home-grown virtual racing competitions,
open to anyone with access to a simulator or
aconsole at home, were launched by profes-

down from March 25. ISRL is promoted by
multiple-time national karting champion
Rayomand Banajee while Formula 2 racer
Armaan Ebrahim and Aditya Patel, who drives
for Audi Motorsport, have created Ultimate E.

Both virtual racing championships held
theirinaugural seasons during the lockdown
to keep motorsport addicts engaged. The
driving experience mirrors real-world racing
with practice and qualifying sessions for each
race, officials watching every lap, drivers be-
ing penalised and having to enter the pitlane
to repair damage and losing out on time.

When the coronavirus pandemic forced
the cancellation of traditional races, Formula
One, Formula E and Moto GP launched vir-
tual competitions but they were restricted
to professional drivers and teams. Formula
One Esports series, which began in 2017, pits
eSport drivers signed to F1 teams against
each other. The Nissan GT Academy is one of
the most popular virtual-racing talent hunt
programmes in the world and enables
gamers to make a transition onto the track.

ISRLand Ultimate E want to provide Indian
drivers with a similar non-traditional route.

Kuttiis confident of making the switch from
the simulator to the road. “In the simulator, you
feel (the physical force) through your arm and
inthereal car, you feel it through your body, es-
peciallywhenyoubrake,” Kutti explains. He got
afirst-hand experience of aracing car - hisonly
one - when he drove an entry-level Formula
LGB4 in Chennai in February. “When I first
drove it, [ was scared that I was going too fast.
ButIam comfortable now,” Kutti says.

The teenager’s initiation into gaming be-
gan when a friend convinced him to buy a
Formula One game for the Xbox. A few
months earlier; his father, abusinessman, had
taken him to watch the 2012 Formula One
Indian Grand Prix in Greater Noida. He recalls
being fascinated watching the cars speed past.

Transition challenge
Sitting behind the wheel of a vehicle, be
it a kart or a modified car, will be challeng-
ing for a rookie like Kutti, experts reckon.
Banajee, founder of IR eSports, which runs
ISRL, will train Kutti in a Volkswagen
Motorsport car. The experienced driver talks

Amith Kutti has been virtual racing from home during the lockdown. Express

Why e-racing connects with prodrivers

EXPLAINED

A skilled gamer may best LeBron James and Lionel Messi on NBA 2K

and FIFA video games but stands no chance on the real turf. Virtual racer

Enzo Bonito, however, already grabbed the bragging rights for his com-
munity when he beat Lucas di Grassi, a Formula E and ex-Formula 1 driver, in a real-
world race last January. The G-force-driven, high-risk world of real racing demands
enormous skill and bravery, but simulated racing is still incredibly realistic and diffi-
cult. Itis the only esport that has parallels with the real world; the reason why it has
connected with professional drivers. It starts with the gear. There's no joystick or key-
board + mouse setup. Professional virtual racers train with wheels and pedals.
Advanced simulators go even further, implementing cutting-edge aerodynamic and
suspension research as well as real-world 3d technology.

"There is massive overlap and parallels between our real life and virtual worlds.
The same cannot be said about many other sports,” Julian Tan, head of Formula 1's
esports division, told this paper. Red Bull driver Max Verstappen has been the inter-
mediary between the two worlds and uses virtual racing to sharpen his skills. In
gaming too, the 22-year-old remains milliseconds faster, focussing on real-life de-
tails such as steering angle, slip angle of the car, trail braking or downshifting. It’s
nota 1:1 experience, but the process of tailoring the car to specific needs and using
telemetry on painstakingly recreated circuits is a valid form of training for profes-
sional drivers, and a great jumping-off point for gamers looking to transition.

the computer does not scare you but it will
scare you in the real world. Getting your brak-
ing right too (will be key) because there is no

done exceedingly well on the actual race
track. In India, I think gamers who are tal-
ented need to be given enough of an oppor-

to be patient,” Banajee says.

Sim racing, however, can help in the
switch from a gaming wheel to a steering
wheel. “For example, if you are getting a lot
of understeer, how are you are going to tackle
it with the steering. The process is going to
be the same,” Banajee adds.

Twenty-year-old Sai Prithvi, the winner
of the second season of ISRL, will also test
drive with Volkswagen Motorsport. Prithvi
comes with the experience of racing in both
worlds. He has a number of track races under
his belt, including podium finishes in the
Formula Junior Rookie Series and Red Bull
and ECR karting challenges.

“The first thing I realised when I started
Simracing is how similar it was and how far
it has come (technology). I have been play-
ing racing games since [ was young and to
see it evolve to what it is today was astonish-
ingin terms of how accurate it can be. Except
for simulating the physical forces on the
body, everything else, going from setting up
your car, tyre degradation or weight balance
isalmost perfect,” Prithvi, who made his vir-
tual competition debut in the ISRL, says.

Ebrahim too acknowledges the advances
invirtual-racing technology. “You can’t even
call these games, games anymore. They are
so realistic in a simulator,” he says.

Kutti would have had to wait longer for
someone to give him a break but the lock-
down opened the door of opportunity.

Ebrahim says the pandemic hastened the
start of virtual leagues in the country. “I think
we in India woke up a little late to the po-
tential of virtual racing and how it can be a
platform to identify talented drivers,” he
says. Towards the end of last year, as part of
the promotion for the X1 Racing League
(custom-built cars on track), Ebrahim took
simulators to six different cities to test wa-
ters. “We realised the appetite for eSports
last year. The Covid situation accelerated the
progress and we started hosting races every
weekend on different platforms as part of
Ultimate E, which people can play from
home. The aim is to put drivers from the vir-
tual track to the real track,” Ebrahim adds.

Kutti is currently brushing up his physics
lessons as he starts Class XII, a crucial year,

— BRIEFLY ——

Pak legends mourn
Balbir's death

Balbir Singh Sr's death evoked emo-
tional tributes from Pakistan's hockey
community, which described the leg-
endary centre-forward's demise as a
bigloss to the sport in general and the
subcontinent in particular. The 96-
year-old three-time Olympic gold-
medallist, considered one of the best
centre-forwards of all time, died on
Monday in Mohali. "He had amazing
flexibility, speed and litheness in his
game. His sprints were a treat to
watch,” former Pakistan captain
Samiullah said. The Secretary General
of the Pakistan Hockey Federation
Asif Bajwa also condoled the death.

JLN, National

Stadiumreopened

The Sports Authority of India (SAI) on
Tuesday started activities in two out of
its five stadiums in the national capital
after the central government green
lighted resumption of outdoor sportsin
a phased manner. According to a SAI
statement, sporting activities have re-
sumed at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium,
Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium
from Tuesday afternoon in slots of one
hourwhich needs to be pre-booked on-
line. However, activities in Indira Gandhi
Stadium and Karni Singh Shooting
Range are expected to start in a week's
time as logistics are being worked out.

Holyfield-Tyson
rematch on cards?

Former heavyweight champion
Evander Holyfield has said he is open
to facing one-time rival Mike Tyson in
atrilogy fight for charity on the condi-
tion that Tyson asks for the bout to be
set up.Tyson, 53, fought two epic
bouts with Holyfield, 57, during their
professional careers, including their
controversial 1997 encounter in
which Tyson bit off a chunk of
Holyfield's ear.

sional drivers when race tracks becameinac-  about ‘speed’ and ‘braking’beingawholenew  real-world feel when you are racing here  tunity. You can’t take the best gamerandtell ~ one which will also see him graduating to PTI/REUTERS
cessible because of the countrywide lock-  experience. “Speed at whichyouare goingon  (simulator). Abroad, some eSportsracershave  himthisis your one chance ontrack. Wehave  the racetrack with Karthikeyan guiding him.
OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
CROSSWORD 4128 y y DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL
A CREES CHRIS THAS 5 (R D8 Y ARy T'M BACKN IS HELLOT..,
1 G Rl ¥ HE"S E:_.!.I_I_H
Wrmpﬁgﬂ Lﬁi’ﬁ-‘g&u&m T ﬂ'ﬁl’S Tm"j.f ETALTIHA TO ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
HELLL pire YET# 5 ITH SCARE FE.. Someone at home It'simportant that
."5 p‘ @ needs a good talking @ you open a dialogue.
to,and if you don’t If you have an
doit,nobody else interview to attend

PR iy S i B o e Syl

will. This is, by the way, a good
day to check up on all travel
arrangements, mainly because
your intentions may have
moved on. There might also be

or must put over your point of
view in any other way, the
planets are on your side. Just
don't let differences over
money cloud the real issues.

something you have And do listen to friends who
overlooked, perhaps something ~ know you better than you
quite important. know yourself.
TAURUS (Apr21 - May 21) SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
You may have good For once in your life
reason to question itis very hopeful
other people’s that your
priorities, especially professional

if you feel their ethical stance

achievements and worldly

W, BB LIE WY T ALMRAT VBTN TS 1w kY leaves somethingtobe desired. ~ ambitions will be properly
e iy, o8 TR me || foumaasesetinouhih  revarded Thiignomor hn
g"'!'“"-"'ﬂ "I'L r TG P‘Tr alh G ' ERD O7-RECESS BELL MabK, away, or engineer a reunion have waited an extremely long
CaT ERLRYC RSS! ] % between friends whomayhave  time. If there is a further delay,
i 1 - fallen out. don’t despair, but keep your
ACROSS DOWN i NG hopes up.
Felt shops contributed to high 2 Onemay be attached toadog i GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
living (9) because of it . This is an extremely SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
8 Thegod of unions (5) (5) E @ useful moment to You still have the
9 Musician having ear most 3 Isinahide to see abird ¥ sort out all financial power to control
developed (7) (6) 1 plans, although 9 and influence
10 Anew angle fora girl 4 Gothrough poetry, being hope you don’t slip back into everything that
(6) unreasonable (8) ‘% the confusion of the past. You happens at home, so don’t
11 lTamin pursuitina carriage 5 Nothissortof religion (6) £ have about three days in which squander this valuable
(6) 6 Granted, it could set many free < you may take very valuable opportunity. Other people are
12 Hisrelations make the 3

@)

steps to boost your material

very much of one mind, and so

headlines (8) 7  Starting point for a person on - security, after which you'll you'll need to have your wits
15 Whatone requires to the other side(3,6) have a fresh chance in about you, finding a way
complete the score 11 Eastern quarter in Dresden? another month. forward which fulfils
(8) (9) everybody’s wishes.
18 Lowers oneself? (6) 13 Ancient writers made their CANCER (June 22 - July 23) )

20 Three times they initially point with it (8) IF Y& WiN, WHS ARE THE VICE FRESIDENT S 4 IF glibs 1Orl t{le psydﬁploglcal CAPRICORN (Dec 23t;]§n 20)
. {actfid ?eW peril (ts)th " 14 Hedoesn't betl(lg\)/e in field YOLL BOING T FICK AS 15 JU=T THERE TO MOTE FOR YOU, @ l'ﬁ‘rllegeesvae:gl_tmgll%ow Eglzjent]ggaye l];]: Eno
( % erI've given to the gir 5 Ej:fﬁjgj‘ebank YOUR ZLASS WCE REFLACE YOU IF vou 1 THEY'RE STLCE Ex ACTLY much youvalue matter. By this
22 Aquestion of place statements? (6) FRESIRPENTT 0o 4 BAD JOB £ WITH YoLu'? yourself, and where yousee ) evening you should

(5) _ 17 Isagainst using Latin z yogr tru_?lworqli S(f)rt this clJEt q O}TCE algam hacllve yl;)udr fmgﬁrb on
23 Crossword addicts should be 6) = and you'll getrid of several ba the pulse, and nobody will be
used to such setbacks 19 Upordownitis neither ot . habits which have been able to pull the wool over your
9) (5) s i distorting your ability to deal eyes again, at least not for
1 with money reasonably another week. Make a
- and rationally. point of talking to people
Solutions Crossword 4127: Across: 1Declaim, 4 About, 7 Aims, 8 Crackers, 10 F | whose O_I)illiOHS dare
Follow suit, 12 Railed, 13 Refuge, 15 Fatal error, 18 Clean-cut, 19 Serf, 20 Noted, 21 i LEO (July 2%; eA(::I% ?31% emphasis usually ignored.
Riposte. Down: 1 Dwarf, 2 Complain, 3 Morose, 4 Archimedes, 5 Open, 6 Testate, 9 A .
Forewarned, 11 Quarters, 12 Rubicon, 14 Valuer, 16 Rifle, 17 Lent. E remains highly AQUARIUS (lan 21-Feb19)
i pleasurable, bu iscould bea
I ble, but Thi Id b

that's probably
because you can enjoy activities
and experiences which leave

sociable day, one
when you may easily
make the most of

@

lesser people feeling worn out friendly advances. There are
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 1s ! o and weary. Unlike many people,  further indications that you'll
Instructions ! (3] - you have a higherregard forthe =~ need to spend some time alone.
wd . 8
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to To solve a Sudoku puzzle, e — eo—d = 2 B85 ' & 81731 virtues of hard work. Keep Some of you will even shut
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get everydigitfrom1t09 o4 3 1 < . | = yourself busy. yourselves away, tending your
the answer for the givenquip. a e ] oA ] il | "-_'I _ Falie: o O L ] R4 VIRGO (Aug24-Sep23) sensitive emotions and oh-so-
Thereare three faithful friends - an old wife, an old dog, and .-Benjamin Franklin (5,5) i~ ey g I ralElralaiz g | TFyousettie vulnerable feelings.
< each of the nine horizontal o e o a (4 [ai5]xtals]1!7 0 outstandingissuesat  PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
CPAEE AEIRDM = rowsandineachof the | 1 =y ) | $ & home once and for There is something
:.-:- é il 1 | g i ‘5_ ;) T _ 4,814 _ g R s 3 et all, yo]u shoulg} then tﬁ be admired about
& by ind that more pleasurable the way you
o B " 1 g 1 612 ? g:7)4i8 5 possibilitieg areopened up.A instinctively seem to
BINOR AELRYY > Difficulty Level 5o s 3 4]al7 5izles 1 B cultural outing seems know what other people are
(7)) 1 I . = = 3 appropriate, but any activity feeling. Colleagues will be in
.- - . Is=Veryeasy, 2s=Easy; 4 a T 13 D B |87 '-'-"_ B 1134 2 which broadens your horizons need of your sympathy today,
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard; —r BiEE | g 1|lgiz 4ls589:7 and adds to the sum total of evenif first appearances tell you
upjUeL unwefusg 5s=VeryHard; 6s= 0 (@) human happiness will be otherwise. You may stop, listen,
-Aouowr KPPSJ pue ‘30[) pjoue ‘QJ[M PIO Ue - spuaLij [Jy3rey 921yl 9:IP EAClNR EIGMSUV Genius w WOl‘thWhlle. and Offer your wisest adVIce'
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