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MIHIRVASAVDA
NEWDELHI,MAY25

WHENEVER HE was asked to
narratehisjourneytogreatness,
Balbir Singh Senior could never
find the rightwords. “It can’t be
explained,”heoftenrepeated.“It
canonlybeexperienced.”
Agoal-scoringmachinefrom

the days when hockey was
playedongrass,Balbirwonthree
Olympicgolds—1948,1952and
1956 — and was India’s most-

decoratedathleteever.
He passed away in Mohali

Monday after a lengthy stay in
hospital.Hewas96.
Aglobally-recognisedfigure,

whose contribution was ac-
knowledgedbytheInternational
Olympic Committee (IOC) in
2012, the soft-spoken,modest-
to-a-fault legend was named
among the world’s 16 greatest
icons,acrossallsports,whotook
theOlympicmovement to lofty
heights in the last100years.
Son of a freedom fighter,

Balbir had a difficult initiation
intohockey.HegrewupinMoga,
detesting the police who had
jailed his fathermultiple times.
The same police force, as fate
would have it, would shape his
hockeycareer.
The story goes that in 1945,

the then Punjab Inspector
GeneralofPolice, JohnBennettt,
was somesmerised by Balbir’s
playthathecommandedhisof-
ficers to recruit him. To avoid
them, the young hockey player
fled to Delhi and instead joined
the Central Public Works
Department team.
Days later, Balbir was hand-

cuffed and brought back to

Jalandhar, where Bennett pre-
sentedhimwithtwooptions:be
jailedorplayhockey.
Itwaseasytounderstandwhy

Bennettwasdesperatetosignup
Balbir.Hewasn’tagreatdribbler,
at leastnot inthesameleagueas
Dhyan Chand, but he had other
qualities. Hewas a teamplayer,
hadanaturaltendencytopassthe
ballaroundandscoregoals.
The following year, in 1946,

BalbirledPunjabtotheirfirstna-
tional championship title in 14
years, forgingaformidablepart-
nership with inside-right
Maqbool Hashmat. Then,
months before Partition, Balbir
combined with his other two

close friends, Ali Shah Dara (a
gold medallist at the 1936
Olympics) and Muhammad
Shah Rukh to help Punjab de-
fend their title inBombay.
By the time they returned

home, however, things had
takena turn for theworse.Riots
were on, homes were burning
and Balbir, being a policeman,
wasonthestreets,controllingvi-
olence.DaraandShahRukhhad
movedtoPakistan.
Balbir, Dara and Shah Rukh

met at the London Olympics,
representingdifferentcountries.
Even without his usual allies,
Balbir remainedunstoppable.
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LOCKDOWN
DAY

62

CONCERN
KERALA:More

than 150 new cases
in 3 days. Such a
surge hasn’t been
seen in a long time.

CAUTION
CHHATTISGARH:
Comparatively low
numbers; surge in 1
week. Less than 5
days doubling time.

A GLIMMER
GUJARAT: Growth
rate slowing down
continuously, cases
likely to be overtaken
by Delhi in a day.

KEYSTATES
TOWATCH
■Maharashtra
■Gujarat
■Delhi
■TamilNadu
■Bihar
■WestBengal

TOTAL
CASES
50,231
14,063
14,053
16,277
2,574
3,667

DOUBLING
RATE**
11.69
23.45
14.69
13.20
6.89
15.66

SURGEIN
24HRS
3,041
394
635
765
180
208

7-DAYAVG.
GROWTH*

6.16%
3.07%
4.90%
5.45%
10.45%
4.60%

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

CASES:
1,38,845

RECOVERED:57,720 |DEATHS:4,021
TESTS:30,33,591 |DOUBLINGRATE: 13.37**

*CompoundedDailyGrowthRateover last7days **Calculatedover7-daygrowth

BasedondailydatabyCentre, ICMR, stategovernments

PRAY FROM HOME
Membersof anOldDelhi familyofferEidprayersontherooftopof theirhomeonMonday.The JamaMasjid inthe
backgroundhasbeenclosedsincethebeginningof the lockdown. PraveenKhanna

DOMESTICFLIGHTSSTARTAFTERTWOMONTHS

PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,MAY25

TWOMONTHS after theywere
grounded, 532 domestic flights
crisscrossed the Indian skies
Monday — the first day of
resumptionof air services.
Demand for non-metro

routes is significantly higher
than metro routes, with the
Delhi-Patna route witnessing
thehighestnumberofbookings

for the travel period between
May25andMay31,accordingto
informationsourcedfromonline
travelagencies.Thebookingpat-
ternisreflectiveofatrendwhich

suggests bulk of the demand
comprises those going to visit
their homes or travelling for
health-relatedprocedures.
“From no domestic passen-

ger flights till yesterday to 532
flights & 39,231 passengers to-
day, action has returned to
Indian skies. With Andhra
Pradesh set to resume opera-
tions from tomorrow &West
Bengalfrom28May,thesenum-
bers are all set to increase fur-
ther,” Civil Aviation Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri said in a
tweet.
The Delhi-Patna route is

CONTINUEDONPAGE2
Atthe IGIAirport inNewDelhionMonday. TashiTobgyal

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

39,231passengers flewonMonday,
numbersset to increase, saysPuri

532 flights take off on Day 1: Non-metros see
highest demand, Delhi-Patnamost bookings

More troops to
Uttarakhand
after Chinese
LAC build-up
UAVsurveillancesteppedupin
Ladakh,mountain troops inducted

SUSHANTSINGH&
MANAMANSINGHCHINNA
NEWDELHI, CHANDIGARH,
MAY25

AS FIELD-LEVEL talks to lower
tensionsalongtheLineofActual
ControlinLadakhremainincon-
clusive, the IndianArmyhas in-
creased its presence in
Uttarakhand following reports
ofaChinesetroopbuild-upinan
areaontheir sideof theLAC.
AndineasternLadakh,which

ispartof thewesternsector, the
Army has inducted additional
troopsandhasenhancedround-
the-clocksurveillanceoftheLAC
throughUAVs.
Sources told The Indian

Express that the Army has also
increaseditspresencealongthe
boundary with China in
Uttarakhand—part of themid-
dle sector — following reports
that Chinese troops have been
deployed in increasednumbers
in theGuldongsector.
The Chinese build-up,

sources said, was reported to
have taken place over the last
few days, following which the
Army reinforced a brigade lo-
catedintheareawithadditional
units.
“DeploymentaheadofHarsil

hasbeenstrengthenedduetore-
portsofChinesebeefinguptheir

numbersintheoppositesector,”
a seniorofficer said.
In eastern Ladakh, sources

said, the Army has started in-
ductingmore crews to operate
UAVs forenhancedsurveillance
of the area. Extensive physical
patrollingof thearea isverydif-
ficult since “the rough terrain
takes toomuch time, toomany
troops,” sources said, but UAVs
can provide regular updates on
any Chinese movement along
theLAC inLadakh.
Fresh induction of troops,

sources said, has taken place in
LadakhtostrengthenIndianpo-
sitionsandcreate reserves.
Someofthespecialisttroops,

sources said, have beenmoved
from outside the theatrewhile
other troops have been made
availablefrom“loop”battalions.
Loopbattalions refer to infantry
units kept in an area pending
theirfinalinductionorde-induc-
tion fromposts in high altitude
areas suchasSiachen.
An official said reinforce-

ments have already been pro-
vided tocertainposts inLadakh
which are considered “critical”
incaseofsuddenChinesemoves
inthearea.This, theofficialsaid,
is based “on terrain, current
Chinese deployment and our
strategic vulnerabilities” — a
pointer to the area around the

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

RITIKACHOPRA
NEWDELHI,MAY25

OLDERchildrenofClasses9,10,
11, and 12 are expected to be
back in schools first as they are
better able to comply with
rules on masks and social dis-
tancing, The Indian Express has
learned.
The HRDMinistry is work-

ingwiththeNationalCouncilof
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) on devising
basic guidelines for reopening
of schools, whenever it is
greenlighted by the Home
Ministry.
According to ministry offi-

cials, students in Classes 1 to 5,
inthe6to10yearsagegroup,are
unlikelytogobacktoclassrooms
for thenext threemonths.
These guidelines are not

meanttobeprescriptivebutwill
indicate what school life could
look like in thenear future.
However,evenforseniorstu-

dents, reopening will be stag-
gered. "All students of all senior
classes will not be called to-
gether. They will arrive in
batches over a few days so that
the school administration has
time to brief them on the new
seating arrangement and new
rulesof school life," said anoffi-

cer on the condition of
anonymity.
The seating arrangement in

a classroomwill have to follow
social distancing, whichmeans
two studentswill ideally sit six
feetapart.Thismeansthatatone
time,theentirestudentstrength
ofoneclassorsectionwillnotbe
able to attend class together.
Eachclasswillhavetobedivided
into batches of about 15 to 20

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

IT ISeasier toget
secondaryschool
(Class9-12)children to
followsocialdistancing
normsand face-cover
rules.Blended learning
couldsplit a class into
twobatcheswith
eachathomeonalter-
natedays.At least six
feetbetweentwostu-
dentswill ensuresocial
distancing.

Olderkidscan
followrules

In Delhi, the share of private Covid beds
occupied is double that in govt hospitals
ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,MAY25

MORE THAN 75% of beds ear-
marked forCovid-19patients in
thecapital’s10privatehospitals
are occupied, Chief Minister
ArvindKejriwalsaidonMonday.
This is in stark contrastwith

government hospitals, where
only a little over 38% of these
designatedbedsareoccupied.
Of the677bedsforCovidpa-

tients in private hospitals, 509
were occupied on Monday,
Kejriwal said. In government
hospitals,1,478outof3,829beds

wereoccupied,hesaid.
“We issued an order on

Sunday asking 117 nursing
homes/private hospitals to ear-
mark20%beds for treatment of
Covid-19 patients,” the chief
ministersaid.Thiswasexpected
to add 2,000 beds at private fa-
cilities.
“At present, we have 4,500

bedsinprivateandgovernment
hospitals in Delhi and around
2,500 are still available for pa-
tients,”hesaid.
UntilMondayafternoon,the

capital had reported 14,053
casesof coronavirus infection,

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

SOMYALAKHANI
NEWDELHI,MAY25

ADAYafter a 46-year-old nurse
ataprivatehospital inDelhisuc-
cumbed to Covid-19, her col-
leagues have alleged that the
hospital made nurses “reuse
personal protective equipment
(PPE), including gloves and
masks”.
On Sunday afternoon,

Ambika P K, a nurse at Kalra
Hospital, died at Delhi's
SafdarjungHospital,whereshe

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Nurse’s death: Colleagues
say had to wear used PPEs

Lockdown effect: Bail pleas of those
booked under sedition, UAPA stuck
APURVAVISHWANATH
NEWDELHI,MAY25

WITHCOURTSacross thecoun-
try hearing only “urgent cases”
through video-conferencing in
viewof theCovid-19pandemic,
a number of bail pleas in cases
involvingseriouschargessuchas
seditionandunderprovisionsof

thestringentUnlawfulActivities
PreventionAct(UAPA)arestuck.
Apatternhasbeenemerging

in almost all the sedition cases
slappedbythegovernmentdur-
ing the protests against the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA)andtheproposedNational
Register of Citizens. From the
caseagainst19-year-oldAmulya
Leona who was arrested on

February 20, to that of three
Kashmiri engineering students
who were arrested in Hubli,
Karnataka,onFebruary15,from
19people inAzamgarharrested
on February 5 to a UAPA case
against Assam activist Akhil
Gogoi, who was arrested on
December12—courtshavenot
prioritised these cases as

CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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JAPAN LIFTS
EMERGENCY, ENDS
RESTRICTIONS
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ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEWDELHI,MAY25

HAVING MORE than trebled
dailytestingoveramonth, India
isnowgearinguptorampit to2
lakhaday.While thedailyaver-
agehascrossed1 lakhtests,pri-
vate laboratories, who fought
long and hard to be allowed to
test, have contributed to less
than 20% of the total samples
testeddaily.Thisdespitethefact
thattheymakeupalmost30%of
the laboratory infrastructure.
Ananalysisof testingrecords

betweenApril16andMay23re-
veals thatwhile tests ingovern-
ment labs went up by almost
270 per cent from 23,932 to
88,947,forprivatelabsthefigure
rose more sharply, just under
four times, from4408to21450.
Butasshareof tests,onApril

16,privatelabsdidalittleover15
percentof thetotal28,340tests
done that day. And onMay 23,
thatfigurewasjust19%oftheto-
tal1,10,397 tests.

Incidentally, the 178 private
laboratoriesinthecountrymake
up 29 per cent of the total test-
inginfrastructure.Thereare431
governmentlaboratorieswhere
Covid testing is currently taking
place.
“India is currently testing

about 1.1 lakh samples in a day
andhasthecapacitytotestabout
1.4 lakh samplesperday,which
isbeingraisedto2lakhsamples
per day...Most states have been
working with National
Tuberculosis Elimination
Program (NTEP) to deploy
TrueNATmachinesforCOVID-19
testing…Nostatehassignificant
backlogof samples tobe tested.
More labs are being set up and

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Target 2 lakh tests
daily, pvt lab share
remains under 20%
Private labscomplainofhiddencost,
lowvolumes;6,977freshcases
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SCLETSAIRINDIAFLY
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BALBIR SINGH
SENIOR
1924-2020

Not a household name, yet one of the greatest Olympians
BalbirSinghSenior, thegrandold
manofhockey,passesawayat96
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Older children first,
staggered schedule:
Centre works on
back-to-school norms

AmbikaPK
diedon
May24
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Nurse’s death
wasadmittedonMay21.She is
the first nurse to have died of
the virus inDelhi.
The Indian Express spoke to

10 nursing staff at the hospital
aswell asAmbika’s son, andall
of them spoke about PPEs be-
ing reused during duty.
A senior nurse at Kalra

Hospital claimed, "While the
doctors were given fresh PPE,
thenurseswereasked to reuse
PPE. Ifweraisedobjections,we
were told that since this is not
adesignatedCovid-19hospital,
we are at little risk, and can
reuse PPE."
The Indian Express spoke to

the owner of thehospital, Dr R
NKalra,whodeniedtheallega-
tions and said that adequate
PPE and hand sanitisers were
being provided to all employ-
ees. "I have not received a sin-
gle complaint fromanystaffer.
If there is a single discrepancy,
Iwill investigateandtakestrict
action," said Dr Kalra. The
Indian Express also spoke to
nurses in-charge SWilson and
AnitaSoni,whoalsodeniedthe
allegations. "PPE, gloves and
sanitisersareavailable inbulk,"
said Soni.
A senior nurse, who said

she was close to Ambika, al-
leged that on her last day at
Kalra Hospital a week ago,
Ambika got into an argument
with the nursing in-charge
about "not getting fresh PPE
and masks”. Another senior
nurse who worked in the ICU
withAmbika confirmed this.
Ambika's friend and col-

league claimed that she was
working until May 18, when
shedidamorningshift and re-
fused to do the night shift as
shewas feeling sick. "At night,
shehad fever, a bad throat and
bodyache, soweadvisedher to
rest. On May 19, too, she was
sick, and on May 21, she had
difficultybreathing, soshewas
taken to Safdarjung Hospital,"
said the nurse.
She died on the afternoon

ofMay 24.
Ambika lived in Delhi with

her 16-year-old daughter,
while her husband is in
Malaysia,andsoninKerala.She
had been working at Kalra
Hospital for over 10 years and
was deployed in the hospital’s
neonatal wing, but was re-
centlyaskedtowork inthe ICU.
Ambika'ssonAkhil,22,who

flew to Delhi from Kerala on
Monday evening, told The
Indian Express, "My mother's
condition deteriorated so rap-
idly… I couldn't understand
how to get here sooner. Over a
week ago, shementioned that
the hospital was making her
reusePPEandchargingmoney
for masks. I got agitated and
told her to just stay at home,
but shedidn't listen tome. She
continued working, and now
she is dead."
On Monday, Anto Antony,

MP from Kerala's
Pathanamthitta, where
Ambika hailed from, wrote to
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
and Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal
on the nurse’s death.
In the letter to the PM,

Antony "requested for release
of insurancecoverofRs50 lakh
to Ambika's family” and al-
leged, “Privatehospitalsarenot
providing any kind of protec-
tive material, including N95
masks, to staff employed in
their hospitals."
In the letter to Kejriwal,

Antonyrequested for releaseof
compensation of Rs 1 crore to
Ambika's family, and said that
"heruntimelydeathraisessev-
eralquestions regardingsafety
of thenursesworking inhospi-
tals".
Rajya SabhaMPKKRagesh

too wrote to Kejriwal: "She is
the firstnurse in Indiawho lost
her lifeduetoCovid-19... There
are reports that nurses and
healthcare workers in several

hospitals inDelhi are forced to
work without protective
equipmentevennow... It isalso
requestedtotakeurgentmeas-
ures to ensure that hospitals
are takingallmandatorymeas-
ures to ensure safety of health
workers."
When asked about the let-

ters sentby theparliamentari-
ans, the Delhi government did
not respond.
A senior government offi-

cial,however, saidoncondition
of anonymity, "If a frontline
healthcare worker, be it in a
private hospital or govern-
ment, contracts Covid on the
job and dies, compensation
will be given to the family for
sure. Once we receive details
regardinghercase,wewillpro-
ceed accordingly."
A senior nurse at Kalra

Hospital said many of them
had decided not to go to the
hospital till adequate safety
arrangements were made.
“Today it's Ambika, tomorrow
it can be me. I have not re-
ported towork sinceAmbika's
death. Our neighbours aren't
happy about having a nurse
next door,” she said.
Alleging that for "for two

months, discarded PPEs were
being rotated among nurses”,
she said, “Some of us stopped
wearing PPE,” she alleged.
A male nurse also said he

had quarantined himself at
home, and refused to showup
atwork.Anothernursesaidher
parents "pleaded with her to
skipworkafter theyreadabout
Ambika's death”.
Another senior nurse at

Kalra Hospital said a doctor in
the ICU had recently objected
to nurses beingmade to reuse
PPE. "The doctor said hewon't
allow us in, and tore the dis-
carded PPE. He said it wasn't
safe for us or the staff or pa-
tients. So,we have beenwear-
ing the OT gown instead.
InsteadofN95masks,wehave
been given washable cloth
masks," said the senior nurse.

Pvt Covid beds
and 276 deaths. There were
7,006 active cases in the city,
while 6,771 people had recov-
ered.
“Of the total 3,829 beds in

government hospitals, 3,164
have oxygen support. We are
focusingmore onoxygenbeds
as severe patients have respi-
ratory trouble and it is impor-
tant tomaintainoxygen levels.
Wehave250ventilators ingov-
ernment hospitals, of which
only 11 are being used as of
now.Thereare72ventilators in
privatehospitalsand15areoc-
cupied,” the CMsaid.
The Delhi government is

also preparing GTB hospital to
treat Covid-19patients. A total
1,500 beds with oxygen sup-
port are being readied at the
hospital, Kejriwal said.
“Thesituation isundercon-

trol and there is no reason to
worry. The cases were ex-
pected to risewith relaxations
in the lockdown. We need to
worry if therecoveryrate isgo-
ingdownandmorepeople are
succumbingto thedisease.But
in Delhi, the number of active
cases is equal to thenumberof
peoplewhohave recovered.
“Secondly, we need to look

at thehealth infrastructureand
monitor therise in thenumber
of severe cases. The cases
should not turn serious and
come to a situationwhere our
hospital system collapses,” he
said.
TheCMalsowarnedhospi-

tals of serious action if they
turnedawayCovid-19patients.
Citing the example of a pri-

vate hospital, which refused a
patientwith respiratory issues
anddidnothelp inarranginga
bed after he tested positive,
Kejriwal said: “Thehospitaldid
notevenarrangeanambulance
for thepatientwhotestedpos-
itive.Thepatientwas leftonhis

own. We have issued a show-
cause notice to the hospital. It
is theresponsibilityof thehos-
pital to provide an ambulance
and ensure the patient is ad-
mitted to a Covid-designated
hospital,” he said.

Older children
students each, said officers fa-
miliar with the draft NCERT
guidelines.
Each batch of a classwould

be called on alternate days.
"Schools will follow a blended
form of learning in which the
batch that isnotmeant togo to
schoolononedaywillbegiven
tasks to complete tasks at
home," said a second officer.
All students will have to

mandatorily wear masks in
class. Initially, school canteens
will not function and pupils
will be asked to bring their
lunch.Childrenwillbeencour-
aged to eat their lunch in the
classroomduring recess.
Morningassemblywill also

be prohibited for the first few
months. There will be hand
sanitisation stations at differ-
ent locations on school cam-
pus.Also,parentswillnotbeal-
lowed inside the school
campus and will have to drop
off children at the gate. There
will bedifferent entry andexit
points for children entering
and leaving the campus to en-
sure there is no crowding at
one point.
Classrooms and frequently

touched surfaces will have to
be sanitised before children

come in, once during the day
andafter they leave. "Sinceen-
tryandexitofdifferentbatches
will also be staggered, there
will be enough time in be-
tween two batches for school
authorities tocleanclassrooms
and surfaces," said an officer.
Countries across the world

have adopted different appo-
raches to reopeningschools. In
Europe, where schools re-
opened in Denmark first on
April 15, many countries
started by calling their
youngest students back. This
decision was based on avail-
ablescientificevidencethat the
COVID19 incidence among
children is low compared to
adults, but older children re-
portmore cases.

Bail pleas
“urgent” and thus, their bail
pleas have gone unheard.
On April 12, in response to

Leone’s plea seeking bail, a
Bengaluru court official wrote
in an email, “Sir, extreme ur-
gency notmade out.”
Leone was arrested by the

BengaluruPoliceunderSection
124 of the IPC (sedition) for
raising “Pakistan Zindabad”
slogans at a rally to protest
against CAA.
After the sessions court did

not hear her bail plea in April,
Leone had moved the
Karnataka High Court but her
casedidnotgetadetailedhear-
ing.OnMonday,afterspending
three months in jail, Leone
withdrew her bail plea from

the High Court with liberty to
move the sessions court again.
Since the nationwide lock-

down began more than two
monthsago, courtsarehearing
only “urgent” cases, with
lawyers supposed to make a
case for urgency. The district
court judgewasnot impressed
with Leone’s lawyer R
Prasanna’s letter thatsaid, “The
petitioner is a 19-year girl and
(it) is a matter of her life and
liberty.”
Although there is no defi-

nite list of cases that qualify as
“urgent”, courtshaveoftenpri-
oritised cases that pose irre-
versible loss of life and liberty.
Casesofdeathpenalty,bail and
eviction are also given urgent
hearings.
In the case of the Kashmiri

studentswhowerearrestedon
sedition charges for allegedly
raising pro-Pakistan slogans,
the three -- TalibMajeed, Basit
Asif Sofi and Amir Mohiuddin
Wahi -- were denied bail by a
district court onMarch9, after
which they approached the
KarnatakaHigh Court.
At the first hearingonApril

16, a single-judge bench said a
case of sedition cannot be
made out. “Prima facie the
complaint does not disclose
any material which could be
considered as an ingredient
constituting the offence…,”
Justice G Narender said while
granting a week to the special
prosecutor, who appealed for
time to get case files from the
districtcourt,blamingthe lock-

down for the delay.
At thenexthearing,onApril

28, the casewas listedbefore a
newjudge,whoadjournedthe
casetoApril30becausethepe-
titioner’s lawyerwasnot audi-
bleduring thevideoconferenc-
ing. At the next hearing, the
case was adjourned to May 5,
when the special prosecutor
objected to granting of bail.
The case is yet to be given a

finalhearingsincecertaintech-
nical deficiencies in the appli-
cation have not been rectified.
The court has now permitted
both sides to rectify the defi-
ciencies online since they are
unable to travel to the court.
“It ismostunfortunate that

these cases are denied a hear-
ingwhilenewcasesof sedition
are being filed with urgency,”
saidBengaluru-basedadvocate
B T Venkatesh, who is repre-
senting the three students and
who has appeared in many
other sedition cases.
In the Azamgarh case, 19

people, who were accused of
sedition in the wake of anti-
CAAprotests, continue tobe in
jail with their bail pleas re-
jected by a district court in
March. Travel restrictions due
to the lockdown meant they
were unable to move the
Allahabad High Court till last
week. The case is yet to be
listed there.
“We had written a letter to

thechief justicewhenthe lock-
down was announced but we
have now moved bail,” their
lawyer Talha Rashid said.

In Assam, a National
Investigation Agency judge is
hearing a case of sedition
against activist Akhil Gogoi for
his role in the anti-CAA
protests. Arrested on
December 12, Gogoi was re-
leased on bail onMarch 23 af-
ter the NIA failed to file a
chargesheet within the stipu-
lated 90 days. However, Gogoi
was immediately arrested in
anothercase filed inDecember
related to the anti-CAA
protests. He has also been
charged underUAPA.
Under the UAPA, a person

can be detained for up to 90
days without bail and the de-
tentioncanbeextended forup
to180daysat therequestof the
prosecutor.
While hearings in these

cases are delayed in the wake
of the COVID-19 pandemic,
newseditioncasescontinue to
be filed and arrests made, es-
pecially inDelhi in connection
with the riots in February.
On May 2, the Delhi Police

SpecialCell filedanFIRagainst
Delhi Minorities Commission
chairman Zafarul Islam Khan
onseditionchargesafteranal-
legedly divisive tweet. The
Delhi Police also booked stu-
dent leaders of Jamia Millia
Islamia University for sedition
andunderUAPA inconnection
with the Delhi riots. Those ar-
rested include 27-year-old
Safoora Zargar, who is preg-
nant.
Last month, on April 6, the

PunjabPolicebookedSimranjit
Singh, a resident of
Dharampura, for sedition over
aFacebookpost inwhichheal-
leged lack of ventilators for
Covid-19patients inLudhiana.
Singh was also charged under
the DisasterManagement Act,
EpidemicDiseasesAct, and for
disobedience of orders by a
public servant, all of which
carry a jail term of not more
than two years.
In Assam, Aminul Islam, an

MLAof theAIUDF,wasarrested
on April 7 on charges of sedi-
tion over an audio clip where
hepurportedlycriticisedsend-
ing members of the Tablighi
Jamaat toquarantine facilities.

Balbir Singh
One can see it in the rare,

grainy footage on the Olympic
Channel: Balbir galloping on a
wet Wembley pitch, braving
the light drizzle, during the
goldmedalmatch against – to
useBalbir’swords– ‘India’sold
masters’ Great Britain, three
days before India’s first
IndependenceDay.
It was a match steeped in

symbolism and the big-game
player that he was, Balbir
scored the first two goals in
India’s4-0winagainstadefen-
sive British team. For a just-
born nation, still reeling in the
aftermath of the Partition, the
goldwasahealerandsourceof
pride.
As a child, Balbir couldn’t

quite understand his father’s
obsessionwiththecountryand
national flag. “(That day) I re-
alised it’s really important.
National anthem, sounding
sweet, national flag gradually
going up. I was also feeling I
was going up,” he once said.
As a child, Balbir couldn’t

quite understand his father’s
obsessionwiththecountryand
national flag.
“(Thatday) I realised it’s re-

ally important. National an-
them,soundingsweet,national
flag gradually going up. I was
also feeling Iwas goingup,” he
once said.
Balbir would experience

that feeling twice again: at the
1952HelsinkiOlympics,where
he scored five of India’s six
goals in the final against the
Netherlands (a record that still
stands), and again at
Melbourne1956,whenhewas
the captain of the side that de-
feated Pakistan 1-0 to win the

gold.
Even after his playing days

wereover,Balbirwouldn’t stop.
He became the coach-cum-
manager-cum-camp director
of thenational team,ashe lent
his Midas touch once again in
1975 when India won the
WorldCup–thecountry’sonly
one so far.
All his life, Balbir remained

a ‘secular nationalist’. Not for
him the favouritismor region-
alism that would go on to be-
come the biggest bane of
Indianhockey.He initiated the
ideaof acommonprayerroom,
where players from all reli-
gions prayed together. He did
away with the pre-match war
cry of ‘Jo bole so nihaal’ and re-
placed it with ‘Jo bole so hai,
BharatMata ki jai’.
On the morning of the

World Cup final in 1975,
againstPakistanonceagain,he
accompanied his team’s cen-
traldefenderAslamSherKhan
to Kuala Lumpur’s Royal
Mosque to offer prayers.
“Behind us was the Pakistani
team,” Balbir recalled in an in-
terview. “They said, ‘jo hum
maangnegaye thhe,aapnepehle
himaang liya’ (whatwewanted
to ask for, you have already
asked for it).”
It was this good-natured

humour, modesty, and ability
to take everyone along that
made Balbir the glue that held
the fractious world of Indian
hockey together. He never
turned cynical – not even dur-
ing thedarkesthoursof Indian
hockey. Nor did he ever turn
bitter – not even when the
Sports Authority of India lost
his Melbourne Olympics
blazer,36medals includingthe
1958TokyoAsianGamessilver,
andover100rarephotographs;
the memorabilia he had do-
nated for a museum that was
never set up.
Hemaynot be ahousehold

namelikeDhyanChandoroth-
ers fromthatera,butBalbirwill
remain the ultimate grand old
man of Indian hockey, both in
terms of stature and the
warmthhe effused.
And perhaps this iswhy he

always appeared a little per-
plexed when asked to talk
abouthis journey togreatness.
It was never a simple one for
him to explain. It had, like he
often repeated, to be experi-
enced.

Chinese build-up
Galwan valley where the
Chinesehavemassedtroopson
their side of the LAC.
India’s key “strategic asset”

in the area is the 255-km
Darbuk-Shyok-Daulat Beg
Oldie (DSDBO)roadwhichwas
completed lastyear. Itprovides
access to Daulat Beg Oldie
where the IAF re-activated an
Advanced Landing Ground
(ALG) in 2008. The construc-
tionof thisstrategic roadbegan
in 2001, and an earlier align-
ment called the China Study
Group (CSG) track had to be
abandoned because parts of
the road were getting washed
away.
The realigned road was in-

auguratedbyDefenceMinister
RajnathSinghlastOctoberwho
threwopena1400-feet bridge
on the Shyok river, officially
called Colonel Chewang
Rinchen Setu. The bridge is
sandwiched between the
KarakoramandChangChenmo
ranges, and lies to the north of
the confluence of Galwan and
Shyok rivers. Galwan valley is
closest to the road from the
LAC.
Meanwhile, another meet-

ing was held on Sunday at the
field levelbetweensectorcom-
mandersofboththe Indianand
Chinese armies, but the talks
remainedinconclusive, sources
said. Itwas their sixthmeeting
after Chinese soldiers moved
into Indian territory at multi-
ple locations.

FROMPAGEONE

532 flights take off on Day 1: Non-metros
see highest demand, Delhi-Patna most
highest demand, Delhi-Patna
most bookings followed by
sectors such as Delhi-
Bagdogra, Mumbai-Varanasi,
Bengaluru-Patna, Delhi-
Srinagar, etc.
Prior to the grounding of

flights announcedby the gov-
ernment with effect from
March 25, around 2,700 do-
mestic flights operated in the
country on a normal day.
According to the standard op-
erating procedures issued by
theMinistry of Civil Aviation,
onlyathirdof thoseflightscan
operatenow.
However, curtailment of

thetruncatedschedulefollow-
ing requests by state govern-
ments led to cancellation of
several flights at airports
throughout the country. At
Delhi Airport, the country’s
largest aerodrome,more than

80 flightswerecancelled.
At Mumbai airport, 47

flightswereoperatedcatering
to a total of 4,852 passengers,
which include 3,752 passen-
gersatdeparturesand1,100at
arrivals.
The first flight to take-off

fromDelhiwas IndiGo’s serv-
ice toPune,whichdepartedat
5am.Thosewhotookthe first
flight out of the capital in-
cludedparamilitary andarmy
personnel, students andmi-
grants.
Inastatement, IndiGosaid,

“IndiGo plans on flyingmore
than200dailyflightsuntilMay
31, 2020… IndiGo operations
ran smoothly and as of today
afternoon, 85% of our flights
have reached their final desti-
nation within 30minutes of
scheduled arrival time. There
were nomajor delays or any

otherdisruptions.”
IndiGo said it flew about

20,000passengersonMonday.
OnlinetravelagencyPaytm

Travelsaidduetothreeconsec-
utive lockdowns, several trav-
ellershad to stayback incities
such as Delhi, Mumbai and
Bengaluru, andwere now fly-
ingbacktonon-metrocitiesin-
cludingPatna,Jaipur,Lucknow,
Ahmedabad, Varanasi,
Guwahati, amongothers.
“There is a pent-up de-

mand for non-metro destina-
tions frommetro cities. Eager
flyersarebookingtickets togo
back home. This has led to a
jump in searches and ticket
bookings on our platform.
While there is a surge in de-
mand, we think it will taper
down with time,” said
Abhishek Rajan, Senior Vice
President, PaytmTravel.

Paytm witnessed flight
search volume on its portal
jumptoaround200percentof
its average daily search vol-
ume. Just over the weekend,
the agency saw 85 lakh
searches for flights.
BudgetcarrierSpiceJetsaid

sectors it operatedon the first
day included New Delhi-
Bengaluru, New Delhi-Pune,
New Delhi-Chennai, New
Delhi-Mumbai, New Delhi-
Guwahati, Ahmedabad- New
Delhi, New Delhi–Patna,
Mumbai–Bengaluru,
Chennai–Bengaluru,
Varanasi–Jaipur,
Bengaluru–Pune,
Delhi–Srinagar,
Udaipur–Ahmedabad,
Jammu–Srinagar,
Chennai–Madurai,
Hyderabad–Jharsuguda and
Hyderabad-Surat.

additionalmachines are de-
ployedinstateslikeUP,Bihar,
WestBengalaswellas restof
the country tomeet thepos-
siblehigherrequirement,”the
government said in a state-
mentMonday.
Thedecision toallowpri-

vate labs to test was taken
even as ICMR DG and
Secretary, Department of
health research Dr Balram
Bhargava set the cat among
thepigeonswithhis“appeal”
toprivate labs to test for free.
Thematterwent to thecourt
which hobbled private test-
ing until it was finally re-
solved by allowing them to
charge.Amaximumchargeof
Rs 4500 per test was fixed by
thegovernment.
Askedaboutthelowshare,

Arjun Dang, CEO, Dr Dang's
Lab,toldTheIndianExpress:"I
think all private labs are

stretching their limits to do
Covid collections. Private labs
haveamajorlimitationofspe-
cialised and very expensive
equipment,trainedmanpower
and space. Comparing private

labs and Government labs is
comparingapplesandoranges.
Tosustainthebusiness,routine
lab work is essential, which
nowis farbelownormal (only
about 18-20%). Although we

practise the highest levels of
infection-control protocols,
thereisstillalotofstigmaas-
sociatedwithCovidtestingso
wearetryingtodohomecol-
lections and drive-throughs.
This itself requires invest-
ments in AC transport vehi-
cles, manpower and PPEs
which are absorbed by the
lab."
Many private lab owners

red-flagged high cost ofma-
chines, apprehension over
losingclientelebecauseofthe
Covid stigma and low vol-
umes because of the cost
which they say does not
cover their expenses.
MeanwhileCovidcasesin

the country once again
touched a daily high at 6,977
onMonday. The total number
now stands at 138845 and
deaths at 4021. The recovery
rate is41.57%.
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WhatGujaratgot
wrong in itshandling
ofCovid-19
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

WhyGujarat, thestatewiththesecond
highestnumberofCOVID-19casesand
deaths, cameinforcriticismfromthe
state'shighcourt
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againsttheBritish.Butseveralother, lesser-knownareasinOudh,RohilkhandandBihar,too,witnessed
crucialeventsandproducedseveral local leaders.
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SOMYALAKHANI
NEWDELHI,MAY25

ASSOONasAkhil (22) landed in
Delhi from Kerala on Monday
evening, he rushed to seehis15-
year-oldsisterBhagyamol,whois
aloneand inquarantineathome
inWestDelhi’sRajouriGarden.
“As soon as I saw her, she

started crying and asked how
ourmother is. I stood afar, held
backmytearsandtoldhersheis
intheICU,shewillgetbetterand
Iwill take themback toKerala...
I had to lie,” saidAkhil.
On Sunday afternoon, their

mother Ambika P K (46) died
due to Covid-related complica-
tionsatSafdarjungHospital.She
worked as a nurse at Kalra
Hospital in West Delhi’s Kirti
Nagar for over a decade, and
livedinDelhiwithherdaughter.
HerhusbandSanilKumarworks
andlivesinMalaysia,whileAkhil
is pursuing a career in the
Malayalam film industry and
lives inKerala.
The last time Akhil spoke to

his mother, she was being
wheeled into the Covid-19 ICU

at Safdarjung Hospital. He told
The Indian Express, “She toldme
‘don’t worry, I am going to the
ICU... Come here’. She couldn’t
say anything more as she was
having troublebreathing.”
AsAmbikabattled thevirus,

her teenage daughter was put
underhomequarantine in their
one-room rented house in
Rajouri Garden. Taking care of
her is one of Ambika’s friends
andcolleague,whosaid, “I go to
the house and drop off each
meal, and tell her that every-
thing will be okay. Poor child
doesn’t know hermother is no
more,anditdoesn’thelpthatshe
isallaloneinside. Icallherevery
fewhoursandsheonlywantsto
knowhowhermother is.”
Ambika’scolleaguesatKalra

Hospital rememberherasapo-
lite and hardworking woman
wholovedsinging.Nursingoffi-

cer Alice Raju recalled how the
twowomenworkedasmedical
staffatahospitalinYemeninthe
mid 2000s before coming to
Delhi. “Shewas ambitious, and
easily adjusted in any depart-
ment,” saidRaju.
Akhilsaidhehasn'tbeenable

to speak to his father a lot as he
“breaksdown”andisguttedthat
he is unable to return to Delhi
fromMalaysia anytime soon.
Akhil will stay at an uncle's
house three blocks away from
his sister.
Hewas receivedat theDelhi

airport by members of the
UnitedNursesAssociation,who
alsoheldacitywideone-minute
silenceforAmbikaacrosshospi-
talsonMonday.
It was in January that the

familywas together in Delhi as
they rang in the New Year. “If
there was no virus and lock-
down, she would have visited
Kerala with my sister... I don’t
know how things changed so
rapidly, Idon’tknowwhattotell
my sister and when to tell her
that ourmother is dead. I never
imagined a day like this would
come,” saidAkhil.

ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,MAY25

A 58-YEAR-OLD sanitation su-
pervisor at AIIMS, who had
testedpositiveforCovid-19,died
on Sunday evening. This is the
seconddeathreportedfromthe
medical instituteinthepastfew
days. Last week, amessworker
posted in the RPC canteen re-
portedlysuccumbedtothevirus.
Heera Lal was a permanent

employee of AIIMS and was
posted in the OPD. Confirming
his death, DrDKSharma,med-
ical superintendent of the hos-
pital, told The Indian Express:
“Our sanitation inspector has
passedawayandhewasCovid-
19 positive. Hewas admitted to
thetraumacentre.”Lalhadbeen
putonventilator support.
At the trauma centre, four

more Covid positive healthcare
workers of the institute are un-
dergoing treatment. So far, 156
healthcareworkers–twofaculty
members, four resident doctors,
16nurses,andotherstafffromthe
institute—havetestedpositive.

“The condition of the other
four healthcare workers is sta-
ble. They are admitted in the
ward,”saidaseniordoctor from
the JPNtraumacentre.
KuldeepDhigan,generalsec-

retary, AIIMS SC/ST Employees'
WelfareAssociation,saidthesu-
pervisor had developed fever
andmildrespiratorydiscomfort
followingwhich he got himself
examinedatAIIMS.
“As he had no symptoms

then, he was not tested for
Covid-19.Heunderwentroutine
blood tests,was counselled and
briefed about precautions to be
takenandsenthome,”hesaid.
A resident of Noida’s Khora

Colony, he had been working
withAIIMS for the last 33years.
According to sources, he com-
plainedof feveronMay15.
His son Prahlad Singh said:

“My father then took leave for a
fewdaysbuthisconditionwors-
enedonMay19andwetookhim
to theAIIMSemergencydepart-
ment. Hewas immediately ad-
mitted. The next day, he was
shiftedtothetraumacentreafter
hetestedpositiveforthedisease.”

SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI,MAY25

EVEN AS hundreds of people
moved in and out of Delhi
throughtheairportonitsfirstday
ofoperations,manywereleftdis-
appointed aftermultiple flights
were cancelled following late
communicationsbetweenstates
andtheCentre.
Asmanyas82flights—depar-

tures and arrivals —were can-
celledatDelhiairportonMonday.
While the planwas to initially
makeathirdofthepre-lockdown
flights operational, some states
requestedtheCentretocurtailthe
number,leadingtocancellations.
Flights to and fromMumbai,

WestBengalandTelanganawere
amongthosecancelled.
Whilesomepassengerswere

notified last night about cancel-
lations,givingthemtimetomake
alternatebookings,others found
outonlyattheairport.
TapanSen(42)hadarrivedat

New Delhi at 5 am after an
overnight train from Jammu,
wherehehadgoneforworkbe-
forethelockdownandhadbeen
stuck for twomonths. He had a
latemorning flight to Bagdogra
inWest Bengal, where his fam-
ily lives.

“OnlywhenItriedtocheckin,
Iwastoldthattheflighthasbeen
cancelled. I hadnot yet received
any cancellationmessage from
theairline,”hesaid.
Some,meanwhile,gotames-

sage regarding cancellation on
Sunday. “Iwassupposedtoflyto
Bhopal in the evening. I decided
to contact the airlines after I
couldn’tcheckinonlineandwas
toldthattheflightwascancelled,”
saidRajeshKumar,whowas fly-
ingforpersonalreasons.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NOIDA,MAY25

WITHA sharp rise in cases over
the last 12 days – 91 cases – the
Ghaziabad administration once
again sealed its borders with
DelhionMondayafternoon.
Accordingtoofficials,major-

ity of new caseswere linked to
those travelling back and forth
between Delhi and Ghaziabad.
As of Monday, Ghaziabad has
238cases— the sixthhighest in
UttarPradesh—with189recov-
eriesandtwodeaths.
“In consultation with the

Chief Medical Officer and his
team,ithasbeendecidedtoseal
borderswithDelhi...Persons in-
volved in essential serviceswill
not face issues,” said Ajay
Shankar Pandey, District
Magistrate (Ghaziabad).
Earlier, the UP government

hadbarredthosetravellingfrom
Delhi’s containment zones to
Ghaziabadandhadgiventhead-
ministration freedom to frame
detailedguidelines.
Accordingly, inguidelinesfor

Lockdown4.0issuedonMay22,
the Ghaziabad administration
had said one can travel from
DelhitoGhaziabad(exceptthose
in containment zones)without
restrictions.
Under the new order, doc-

tors, nurses, paramedical staff
andambulanceswillnotrequire
passes andwill have to present
their IDcardsat theborder.

TheGhaziabad administra-
tion has also urged the Delhi
government to maintain the
33% working rule for offices
since thousandsofClass IVem-
ployees travel from thedistrict
toDelhi. Government employ-
eeswill be issued travel passes
bytheirdepartmentwhichwill
be checked at the border, the
order said.

SOURAVROYBARMAN
NEWDELHI,MAY25

THE DELHI Metro Rail
Corporation(DMRC),whichhas
soundedoff itsstaff thatservices
may begin on a short notice of
“24-48 hours”, has decided to
deploy fullmanpoweracross its
network from Tuesday and be-
gin preparations to run “double
headway on all lines”. Double
headway implies that the fre-
quencyof trainswill behigh.
The IndianExpresshas learnt

that theMetro plans to deploy
customer facilitation agents at
the station gates for thermal
scanning of commuters. Token
vendingmachines (TVMs) are
likely to be disabled to discour-
age cash transactions, except in
"unavoidablecircumstances".
As the first step towards re-

suming services, DMRC has de-
cided to deploy full manpower,
includingstationcontrollersand
housekeeping staff, from
Tuesday, sources said. Cleaning
of stationshasalso started.
Customer relations staffers

havealsobeenaskedtoshowup
forbriefingsonthenewStandard
Operating Procedure (SOP) that
willgovernservices,as reported
byThe IndianExpressonMay15.
“Frequency of trains across

the lines on the first day of re-
sumption of services will be at
themaximumpossible extent...
It will be done for checking out
the operational readiness per-

haps. TVMs are likely to be dis-
abledsothattokensandcashare
notaccepted.Overall,cashtrans-
actionsarelikelytobephasedout
entirelyforthetimebeing,except
in unavoidable circumstances
suchaspayingfines.Staffershave
been told that servicesare likely
to begin on a short notice of 24-
48hours,” saidsources.
Metro, like flight services

whichresumedonMonday,was
under the list of restrictedactivi-
ties across India under the latest
lockdownguidelinesoftheMHA.
TheCentrehas,however,already
shared with Metro operators
acrossthecountrytheSOPfollow-
ingwhichserviceswillresume.
UndertheSOP,thetrainswill

stop for up to 30 secondsmore
than usual at stations to ensure
socialdistancingamongpassen-
gersboardingoralighting.
Inside the trains, seating ca-

pacity will be limited, with ‘do
not occupy’ stickers pasted on
every alternate seat. Those
standing will be expected to
maintain a distance of at least a
metreamongthemselves.
TheSOPalsounderlinesthat

“onlyasymptomaticpassengers
shall be allowed to enter sta-
tions”. It adds that QR code-
based ticketsbe linkedwith the
AarogyaSetuapptoensureonly
“safepassengers”gainentryinto
stationsoncetherestrictionson
servicesare lifted.Metroopera-
tors have also been directed to
make use of “Aarogya Setu App
mandatory” forall passengers.
Whencontacted,aDMRCof-

ficial said thedecisiontodeploy
all staffers is aimed to ensuring
preparedness. "However, there
arenodirectionsso far fromthe
governmenton resumingoper-
ations," theofficial said.

SUKRITABARUAH&
AMILBHATNAGAR
NEWDELHI,MAY25

AFTERAgapof twomonths,do-
mesticpassengeroperations re-
sumed in a limitedway atDelhi
Airport,withover125departures
and 118 arrivals through the
courseof aday.
Terminal 3 of the airport

looked very different from the
always bustling transit space
whichhadbeenclosedinMarch,
with theplan tomakea thirdof
pre-lockdown flights opera-
tional.
While all passengers were

wearingmasksandgloves,many
had face screens while some
wereevenwearingfullPPEsuits.
Anewadditiontothedeparture
gateswere several small stands
sellinghandsanitisers forRs52,
masksforRs12andRs14,gloves
forRs35andPPEsuitsforRs640
andRs830.
Withthefirstdayofdomestic

operations coincidingwith Eid-
ul-Fitr,passengersincludedthose
whowerehappy at the thought
ofbeingreunitedwiththeirfam-
iliesbeforetheendof theday.
“There are concerns about

flying butmywife needs to join
her new job at our hometown
soonandIgottheopportunityto
be with my parents on the
eveningofEid,”saidMohammad
Faisal, a doctor who works in
Delhi, waiting for a flight to
Varanasi.
Alex(29)hadlosthisjobasan

IT in-charge in an education in-
stituteduringlockdown.Hesaid
heisnowlookingtoshiftbaseto
Bengaluru inthehopeof seizing

anyearly jobopportunities.
“Therearealotofpeople like

me who lost work during the
lockdown and are hunting. I
wanted to take the first flight to
Bengaluru, where my brother
lives, and start an early lookout
for jobsbecause companieswill
havetostartopeningssometime
againandIwanttobeamongthe
first to grab them,” he said. He
hadcometotheairport fromhis
hometown,Bareilly,afterhaving
paidRs7,000foracab.

Vikrant Rahi, a DSP with
Chhattisgarhpolice,hadmadean
everlongerjourneytotheairport.
He had flown in on amorning
flightfromRaipurtotakehiswife
andone-year-olddaughterback
to Chhattisgarh on an evening
flight.
“Mywife teaches in a school

in Delhi. I’ve come to pick them
up because she said that she
needshelpwithourdaughter. It
is a bit stressful to travel with a
childamidthecoronavirus fears

but I don’t see the situation get-
ting better anytime soon, and
both of themwill be safer there
thanhere,”hesaid.
Formanyatthearrivals,Delhi

was not the final destination. In
fact, a large part of those who
landed hailed from Uttar
Pradesh, and theymade up the
bulk of passengers waiting in
queuesatprivatecabbooths.
Severalpassengerstriedlook-

ingforcabsonOlaandUberapps
but complained of lack of avail-

ability. Private cabs including
Meru,Moga and a prepaid taxi
standweretheonlyavailableop-
tions for those looking tomake
theirwayoutoftheairport.Acab
towards Agra, for instance, cost
anywhere between Rs 5,000-
8,000—with only two passen-
gersallowedatatime.
The price was too steep for

some.
Twenty-year-old Munish

Khan stood outside the arrival
gate with two bags of luggage.

Stranded in Chennai since the
lockdown, he is heading to
Rampur inUP.
“Iwork in aprivate company

and have been trying to come
home since March. The first
month, I survivedonmysavings,
butsoonmoneybegantorunout.
Ibookedthisplanetickettwodays
ago andnow I have to look for a
bus since there is not enough
money for aprivate cab. I amre-
lievedthat Ihavemade it so far; I
hopetobehomesoon,”hesaid.
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AIRPORTRESUMESFLIGHTOPS,WITHMASKSANDPPEs

Many left in the
lurch as 82 flights
are cancelled

58-yr-old sanitation
supervisor at AIIMS
dies of coronavirus

Days after opening border with
Delhi, Ghaziabad seals it again

Passengersat IGIAirport,Monday.Domestic flightsareoperating fromTerminal3. TashiTobgyal

DMRCchiefDrManguSinghduringaninspection lastweek.

Theadministrationcitedasharpspike inCovidcases inthe
past10days.Doctors,nurseswillnotrequirepasses.Archive

■Allasymptomatic
travellers toldto
monitorhealthfor
14days
■Thoseshowing
symptomstobe
isolatedandtakenin
CATSambulances to
SafdarjungHospital
wheretheircondition
willbeassessed

AT IGI AIRPORT

118
Arrival

125
Departure

82cancellations

AMBIKADIEDONSUNDAYAFTERNOON Delhi Metro prepares to
begin ops at 24-48 hr notice

AmbikaPK(46)died
duetoCovid-related
complicationsat
SafdarjungHospital

Family wonders how to break
news of nurse death to daughter

No e-pass needed
to travel to airport
from Gurgaon
SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,MAY25

THE GURGAON District
Magistrate onMonday directed
that people travelling from
Gurgaon to the airport or train
station, orviceversa,will not re-
quire amovement pass to cross
the border as long as they have
confirmedairortraine-ticketsin
theirname.
In the order, the DM has

stated, “Whereas the
GovernmentofIndiahasdecided
tostarttheoperationsofdomes-
tic airlines from25.02.2020 and
trains from01.06.2020 onwards
and for this reason, the online
ticket booking for the samehas
alsostarted.”
“...passengerswhohaveacon-

firmed air/train e-ticket in their
name shall be allowed to travel
from the airport/railway station
to their home/destination and
vice versa. Theywill not require
anymovementpassforit.Forthis

purpose private cab operators
such asUber/Ola and other taxi
services are allowed tooperate,”
stated the order by District
MagistrateAmitKhatri.Theorder
further states that passengers
have to book cabs “only for the
abovedestination”.
InFaridabad,similarly,Deputy

Commissioner Yashpal Yadav
clarified,“Ifpeoplearelookingto
commute fromFaridabad to the
airport or vice versa, ticketswill
bemorethanenough”.
BothGurgaon and Faridabad

had sealed their borders earlier
thismonth, claimingthata large
numberof thecoronaviruscases
emerging in their districtswere
linkedtoDelhi.
Gurgaon has recorded 284

coronavirus cases so far, includ-
ing13peoplewhotestedpositive
on Monday. Two people have
succumbedtotheinfectionsofar.
Faridabad, meanwhile, has

recorded 211 cases so far, with
twomorepeopletestingpositive
onMonday.

At IGI airport, tales of homecoming aftermonths
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Greetings from Guyana
What a difference another year has

made! At the Independence Day Recep-
tion last year, I remarked on what a differ-
ence Guyana’s fifty-third year of indepen-
dence had made, particularly in relation to
political developments at home.This fifty-
fourth year, however, has shaken Guyana,
India and the whole world!

How could one small virus in man have
become one giant setback for mankind in
such short order? A new coronavirus, un-
known to medical science just six months
ago, has become a pandemic that has
now killed one third of a million people
and infected more than five million.

“Social distancing”, a behaviour previ-
ously unknown to most of us, is now our
way of life as we fight to hold on to it. So,
we do not mark the start of Guyana’s
fifty-fifth year of Independence with a
grand reception but rather with the publi-
cation of this message about our coun-
try’s progress. May you find some hope in
Guyana’s story during the past year.

First Oil
In December 2019, Guyana produced

its “first oil” more than three months
ahead of an already ambitious schedule.
Our government had succeeded in deliv-
ering its key economic objective by en-
hancing and providing an environment of
good governance and transparent prac-
tice that enabled the ExxonMobil-led oil
consortium to achieve an engineering and
technical milestone. ExxonMobil’s coun-
try manager said, “This has been the best
and most rewarding job I have ever had,”
as we moved from the initial discovery
offshore to production in less than
five years.

So, despite the global, economic ravages
of the pandemic and the chaotic oil mar-
kets that have resulted, Guyana still ex-
pects to record GDP growth in excess of
20% this year. The country’s medium term
economic prospects remain good and our
sovereign wealth fund will soon clear its
first cheque.

General Elections
Voting in Guyana’s General & Regional

Elections on 2nd March, 2020 was orderly
and peaceful. It was towards the end of the
count that problems arose when the
biggest electoral District 4, which includes
the capital Georgetown, was being
processed. Because of the disruption and
administrative chaos that engulfed the Dis-
trict 4 count,no official declaration of the re-
sults was made.

A number of legal injunctions & chal-
lenges then ensued relating to the unde-
clared results, the process by which mat-
ters could be rectified and the

constitutional authority of the Guyana
Elections Commission. Suffice to say that a
national recount administered by the
Guyana Elections Commission is now in
progress under careful scrutiny by au-
thorities from CARICOM (the Caribbean
Community). It is being live-streamed and
other arrangements for improved trans-
parency are in place.

Three months after voting, the country
is both tense and weary in equal measure.
The widespread hope is that the results of
an exhaustive electoral process, once an-
nounced, will confer a deserved degree of
legitimacy on the next government.

Guyana – India
The strong collaboration between

Guyana and India continued during the
year. I would particularly like to acknowl-
edge recent Indian support for Guyana’s
COVID-19 programme. It has been much
appreciated.

There was also significant progress
with a Line of Credit project on drainage &
irrigation. Technical visits were ex-
changed and the required Indian manu-
factured drainage pumps have arrived in
Guyana for installation there.

A Guyana-India Business Forum was
launched and a delegation visited Guyana
last autumn. A series of successful busi-
ness interactions has led to activity in the
Sugar and Gold mining industries and to
real estate investments. There have been
follow-up visits and, generally, a good
platform is being built on which trade and
investment opportunities can prosper.

Dr. Srinivasa, the new Indian High
Commissioner to Guyana, took up his
posting during the year. As luck would
have it the visiting business delegation
was able to join him for the commemora-
tion of Mahatma Gandhi’s 150 birth an-
niversary in Georgetown.

On my own behalf, I was very pleased to
join the visit by diplomatic Heads of Mis-
sion to Jammu & Kashmir in January
which was hosted by the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs. After the events of 5th August,
2019, the visit was particularly informative
and revelatory. It contributed substantially
to Guyana’s understanding of the impact
of the constitutional changes made in
Jammu & Kashmir lastAugust.

Closing
Our world has been shaken by the

COVID-19 pandemic but not enough to
loosen the close bonds of heritage, poli-
tics and development that bind us. We
look forward to the undoubted challenges
and opportunities to come and hope only
that the Republics of India and Guyana
continue to traverse them together in ac-
customed friendship.

Message from the
High Commissioner

for Guyana
■■ ABHISHEK PATHAK

B
ORDERED BY the waters of theAt-
lantic Ocean to the north,Guyana
occupies a key geographical posi-
tion as the gateway to the

Caribbean and SouthAmerica.The country is
an emerging economy with enormous un-
tapped potential in its natural resources.
Access to key export markets, an English-
speaking population and affordable labour
markets present investors with profitable
avenues to do business in Guyana. The
country offers investors a plethora of op-
portunities in many sectors including re-
newable energy, oil & gas, agriculture,
forestry,mining,and tourism.

Through market-oriented reforms tar-
geted towards opening of its economy,
Guyana provides an investor-friendly envi-
ronment in terms of stable macroeconomic
policies, attractive investment incentives
and a regulatory environment and corpo-
rate tax regime that does not discriminate
against foreign investors. In fact, there are
favourable incentives for FDIs includingVAT
exemptions, income tax holidays and re-
duced tariffs on imports.

Guyana has extensive renewable energy
resources that suit the implementation of
projects on a variety of scales.Hydropower
sites already surveyed range from large-
scale Gigawatt projects suitable for the na-
tional grid and export to neighbouring
countries, to small and micro sized units.
Lying only a few degrees north of the equa-
tor, Guyana’s solar energy resource is par-

ticularly well suited for off-grid power for
remote,hinterland communities,as well as
rooftop installations in urban areas. Solar
parks for power to the coastal grid would
also integrate well with Biomass electricity
from the large agricultural sector.The Green
State Development Strategy has set an am-
bitious target of achieving a 100% renew-
able electricity supply for the National Grid
by 2030.

Furthermore, the new Oil & Gas industry
has moved from discovery in May 2015 to
production in December 2019. With gross
recoverable reserves of 8 billion barrels of
oil-equivalent off-shore, the Stabroek Block
is the most significant new oil find in recent
years.Developed by ExxonMobil,Hess and
CONOOC, it will likely power Guyana’s GDP
growth to above 20% this year on the way

to it becoming the next big oil producer in
theWestern world.

Guyana has extensive tracts of produc-
tive, agricultural land with existing large-
scale production of rice, sugar and other
crops. This resource presents huge oppor-
tunities for processed and semi-processed
foods, high-value certified organic prod-
ucts, etc. In 2018, theAgriculture and Live-
stock sector represented approximately
11% of Guyana’s GDP. Guyana also has
vast forest resources covering more than
75% of its landmass.This is rather at odds
with Forestry’scomparatively small contri-
bution of 3% to the country’s GDP in 2018.
There are clearly significant investment op-
portunities for sustainable development of
this sector. In 2016, India was the single
largest destination for Guyana’s timber

products, closely followed by China.
The Mining & Quarrying sector repre-

sents a critical component of Guyana’s
economy, contributing 20.4% to GDP in
2018. In addition, the extractive sector ac-
counted for approximately 42% of
Guyana’s total exports in 2018. With the
substantial increase in gold prices in 2020,
the gold mining business, in particular, will
be of interest to investors. The country has
garnered interest from the world’s largest
mining companies due to its location on the
mineral-rich Guiana Shield.

Additionally,Guyana’s unparalleled nat-
ural beauty coupled with its unique cultural
heritage make it a favourite among South
American countries in the Caribbean com-
munity. The country is home to many at-
tractive tourist sites including the majestic
Kaieteur Falls, the highest single-drop wa-
terfall in the world, and the renowned
St. George’s Cathedral in Georgetown, re-
putedly the world’s tallest wooden build-
ing. Abundant wildlife, numerous species
of flora and fauna and spectacular birdlife
were amongst the reasons why Guyana
won the “Best of Ecotourism” Destination
prize for 2019 at the ITB Global Travel Fair.
The Government of Guyana is actively fa-
cilitating the development of this sector
with investment opportunities that include
development of the Kaieteur Park area as
a major tourist destination, development
of niche tourism markets and services to
support ecotourism and adventure tourism,
and the development of hospitality services
to cater to international tourists.

H.E. Dr. David Goldwin Pollard,
High Commissioner to India, Sri Lanka & Bangladesh, andAmbassador to Indonesia

A land of emerging opportunities

IN October 2019, I was part of a dele-
gation from India exploring invest-
ment and business opportunities in
Guyana. Our company Uttamenergy

specialises in power plants utilising bio-
mass and waste, and our business group
is also a leader in the sugar industry—be-
ing a major producer of sugar in India,and
also a supplier of machinery and equip-
ment to some of the largest sugar com-
plexes in the world. Guyana, an old-time
producer of sugar that is going through a
profound transformation in its economy,
had been of great interest to us.We were
honoured to be invited by the High Com-
missioner of Guyana to India to be a part of
this delegation and witness the country
first hand.

Since we had reached Georgetown
with a couple of days to spare before our
official meetings were to begin, my col-
league and I took the liberty to venture out
to the town.What immediately struck me
was the freshness and diversity of
Guyanese culture, and yet the pleasant fa-
miliarity it has to offer to visitors from India.
A long-time admirer of Caribbean food
myself, I wasted no time in finding a
nearby roti shop to try out some curries
and other Indo-Caribbean delicacies such
as pholourie and dhaal puri. One can't
help but think that the vibrancy of
Guyana, evident from its diverse music
and food, the many religions and there-
fore festivities, and the passion for cricket
we witnessed since the Caribbean Premier
League had been underway at the time,
makes the country akin to India in many
ways. Guyana being an English speaking
country, the only one in mainland South
America, also makes it easy for Indian vis-
itors to comfortably get by there. Of
course, there are deep and historic cultural

ties the two countries share.
The recent growth spurt witnessed by

Guyana due to the anticipation and sub-
sequent production of oil is being well
utilised to bring about an overhaul of
other industries as well, such as in the
sugar and energy sectors.This makes India,
the largest sugar producing nation, and
our group which offers the most cutting
edge technologies in both sugar and en-
ergy, very natural partners for Guyana.To
our delight, in the subsequent days of our
trip we found the country to be astound-
ingly rich in natural resources, including
the ones our companies specialise in
making use of. The sugarcane growing
season for instance offers two crops per
year instead of one, as is common in In-
dia, owing to the country being close to
the equator and no other crops compet-
ing for land use.We observed that newly
developed varieties of sugarcane can be
used in Guyana to drastically increase
yield and sucrose content, and high grade

sugar can be produced in the country to
be exported throughout the Caribbean to
start with, along with fuel ethanol and
other value added products.We are keen
to implement many of the lessons from
our decades long experience in the sugar
industry in india.

The resulting biomass incidentally
turns out to be adequate in itself to gen-
erate green, renewable and carbon neu-
tral power for the entire country, which is
comprised of fewer than a million peo-
ple. Not to mention, Guyana has a similar
potential for power generation from
waste husk from its rice mills, an abun-
dant potential for solar energy due to its
geography, as well as for hydro-electric
power due to the many rivers which flow
through the country.

The delegation included other repre-
sentatives from Indian companies with
business interests ranging from hospitality
to mining. As we continued on our week
long agenda, we had the chance to not

only visit the sugar estates, but also hear
first hand from all major departments of
the government about their policies and
development plans for the future, and to
interact with some of the local business
owners about their successes and aspira-
tions. We also made a day trip travelling
eastward on the northern coast through
to the county of Berbice where,besides in-
teracting with businesses based in the re-
gion, we visited the beautiful Indian Ar-
rival Monument, which was completed
just last year.We continued onward to the
countryside and eastern sugar estates till
near the banks of the Corentyne river
which forms the border with Suriname,be-
fore heading back to Georgetown.We all
realised then what a large land mass the
country comprises of for its small popula-
tion, since we had only traversed but a
part of its northern coast.

In what was a meticulously planned,
extremely well organised and memorable
trip, courtesy of the High Commissioner
of Guyana and the Government of
Guyana, we gained a new appreciation
for the immense potential and scope of
the partnership between India and
Guyana. Be it in the sugar industry, or in
other areas such as infrastructure or en-
ergy, Indian companies offer a very com-
pelling value proposition to Guyana, al-
beit with a responsibility to deliver
excellence which they must not take
lightly. It's a matter of pride for Indian
companies such as ours to be able to
serve Guyana during this crucial phase in
its development, and we look forward to
being part of the Guyanese growth story.

54TH INDEPENDENCE ANNIVERSARY TO BOOST FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19

With abundant natural resources and a business-friendly atmosphere, Guyana offers myriad
investment avenues, ranging from oil and gas and renewable energy to tourism

Exploring business prospects in Guyana
is a rewarding exercise

Balram Adlakha,Managing Director,
Uttamenergy Limited

New Delhi
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What motivated the establishment of the Guyana India busi-
ness Forum?
Basically, our purpose of starting this forum was to explore business op-
portunities in Guyana whose huge untapped potential and similarities to our
Indian culture are little known in India today.There is a lot of scope for in-
tegration between the two economies and business communities. The
country’s key geographic position in the Caribbean and South America
combined with its natural resources, access to key export markets, Eng-
lish-speaking population and affordable labour present investors prof-
itable opportunities to do business in Guyana.

The country has a population of about 750,000 of which 40% are of In-
dian origin.The presence of such a large number of Indian-origin people
affirms that India shares strong cultural ties with Guyana. In a sense,
Guyana can be termed as a ‘home away from home’ for Indian investors.
The country offers tremendous opportunities to investors as Guyana is
into oil production and its economy is growing at the fastest rate in the
world today. India should definitely set up a business chamber there to
explore opportunities in oil and gas, manufacturing and the service sec-
tors including IT. India’s huge workforce, comprising skilled and un-
skilled workers, can be made to explore such avenues in Guyana. Clearly,
the country has a lot of untapped potential which we wanted to explore
through this forum.

What are the types of investment opportunities in Guyana?
Since Guyana is opening up its economy due to oil exports, the Real Es-
tate prices in the country have started shooting up.This, in turn, has led to
support for and development of the tourism, manufacturing and mining in-
dustries. These three industries together are propelling Guyana to newer
heights and present abundant opportunities for Indian businesses to thrive
in the country. In all these three verticals, Indians have a lot of expertise and
the manpower to tap opportunities in Guyana.Given the right support, it will
prove a superb avenue for Indian businessmen to unearth the plethora of
opportunities that exist in Guyana. One of our members from Mumbai has
already gained access to a concession in Guyana for gold mining purposes.
Construction is another vibrant sector in Guyana right now and we should
definitely capitalise on that. In fact, a construction company from Mumbai
has acquired space to build a five-star hotel in Guyana and, even after ac-
quisition of the land, its price shot up dramatically.

What are your thoughts about Indian participation in the sugar
industry in Guyana?
Being one of the largest industries in India and Guyana both, investment in
the sugar industry of Guyana should definitely be considered. In this re-
gard, many of our members have visited Guyana as part of two delega-
tions in a short span of six months, to assess the opportunities offered by this
industry.They met with top sugar industrialists, government officials, min-
isters and the Indian High Commissioner to explore the possibilities. One In-
dian sugar group is looking seriously to acquire and invest in the sugar
and power sectors in Guyana with an integrated approach.

Terming Guyana as a ‘home away from
home’, Arun Jain, Director, V.S.

Infrastructure Capital Ltd and Founder
President of Guyana-India Business

Forum, tells Abhishek Pathak from
The Indian Express group the country
offers the Indian business community

tremendous opportunities in the oil and
gas, manufacturing, agriculture, and

services sectors, including IT

Guyana is a haven for
investment today

H.E. Dr. David Goldwin Pollard, High Commissioner of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana to India with the chief guest,
Vijay Thakur Singh-Secretary East, MEA

Playing of the National Anthem

Display of Guyana's First Oil — Guyana is
now an oil-producing nationGlimpse of Guyanese Culture — cultural

diversity is a hallmark of present-day Guyana
Glimpse of must-visit places of Guyana —
South America's Biggest Little Secret

(L-R) The High Commissioner, his wife,
Dr. Annabelle Pollard, the Chief Guest and
First Secretary Esther Gittens

ON May 27th, 2019 the
Cooperative Republic of
Guyana hosted a recep-

tion at the ITC Maurya to cele-
brate its 53rd Independence An-
niversary. The Chief Guest was
Vijay Thakur Singh, Secretary
(East), Ministry of External Af-

fairs. Many Heads of Mission,
Business Associates and
Guyanese residing in India were
present on the occasion to cele-
brate Guyana’s National Day.

The evening provided a
glimpse of Guyanese's culture.
There was music in the form of

steel-pan rhythms, soca, chut-
ney, etc. The food included deli-
cious Guyanese pastries like
pine tarts and salaras. For con-
noisseurs of liquor, there were
the famous El Dorado 12, 15
and 21-year-old Guyanese rums.

With the continuous viewing

of videos of Guyana's natural
wonders, its discovery of oil and
its trade and investment possi-
bilities, the invitees were
treated to the wonders and
beauty of Guyana, evident in its
rich and bountiful resources, be-
sides being offered an insight

into what it has to offer to
the world.

In summary, the event high-
lighted the warm and friendly
ties between Guyana and India
and, by extension, Guyana's re-
lations with the diplomatic and
business communities in India.

A National Day Reception to remember

* ADVERTORIALAn initiative by

54TH INDEPENDENCE ANNIVERSARY TO BOOST FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19

An occasion to thank Guyana
and its friendly people

O
N THE auspicious occa-
sion of the 54th Anniver-
sary ofThe Independence
Day of Guyana, I, on be-

half of the entire family of Lincoln
American University,convey my spir-
ited greetings and warm wishes to
the Co-operative Republic of
Guyana.When Guyana gained free-
dom on the historic day of 26 May,
1966,an independent nation's jour-
ney to growth and prosperity began,
and to my delight, it continues.With
over five decades of this journey, fu-
eled with efforts,dedication,mutual
co-operation, and devotion of the
Guyanese, Guyana has amazed the
world with its distinct milestones.
Growing literacy rates,better health
and well-being of the Guyanese, in-
dustrial development, and promis-
ing economic growth are a testi-
mony to Guyana’s success story in

the making. In the capacity of Vice-
Chancellor of LincolnAmerican Uni-
versity in Georgetown city, I feel im-
mensely privileged, proud, and
honoured to be a part of Guyana's
growth story.The support that we,as
an institution, have got from the
Government of Guyana and all the
Guyanese in pursuit of our mission
to make medical education and

health affordable to the masses is
priceless.

Today, I take this opportunity to
convey my gratitude to all the
Guyanese for allowing us to make a
positive difference to education and
health in Guyana.So far,our Guyana
campus is home to about 250 med-
ical students from Guyana, India,

and other countries worldwide,who
will step out as medical professionals
in the times to come. I am confident
that this new crop of doctors will
surely make a difference to the
health ecosystem of Guyana, for bet-
ter.Together with our faculty,our stu-
dents are deeply involved in local
community healthcare related activ-

ities and understand from the very
beginning of their medical career
that their services are for the com-
munity which gives them an oppor-
tunity to learn, grow and serve self-
lessly.

The progress that Guyana as a
nation state and Lincoln American
University as a medical institution
has made so far gives us ample
grounds to feel proud and also the
encouragement and motivation to
do more and achieve greater
heights. As we continue to work
shoulder to shoulder, I am sure we
will overcome the unexpected
challenges that we and fellow hu-
man beings are facing today in
terms of the global pandemic. The
faculty, staff and students continue
to support wholeheartedly the ef-
forts of the Ministry of Health,
Govt. of Guyana to contain and
overcome the challenges posed by
COVID-19.

Our students have found a
home in this aesthetic, beautiful,
pristine country that is full of
friendly people. This is the land
which shall convert their dreams
and aspirations into Reality. May
this land of many waters and di-
verse cultures keep inspiring the
world with its motto “One People,
One Nation, One Destiny.” MayThe
Golden Arrowhead keep billowing
in pride. May we keep moving for-
ward together on our shared path
of Guyana’s development, pros-
perity, and even greater glory.

With our best wishes, always.
Toll free number:1800 843 9595

Air Marshal
(Dr) Pawan Kapoor AVSM,

VSM, and BAR (Retd),
Vice-Chancellor, Lincoln

American University

www.laumed.org

New Delhi
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DELHIBJPchiefManojTiwariand
theAamAadmiPartyengagedin
awarofwordsafteravideoofthe
Northeast Delhi MP playing
cricket in Haryana’s Sonepat
emergedonsocialmedia.
In thevideo, Tiwariwas seen

playing cricket on a privately-
ownedcricketgroundinGanaur,
meetingpeopleinagatheringand
singingsongs.AAPcalled theact
“insensitive” while Tiwari said
the party was “unnecessarily
politcising the issue”.
AAP Rajya SabhaMP Sanjay

Singhsaid,“AtthistimeofCovid
crisis,thewayTiwariwenttoan-
other state toplaycricket, byvi-
olating lockdown norms, is an
utterlyinsensitiveact.Everyday,
thousands of poor migrant
labourers are walking on the
streets andmany of themhave
lost their lives due to road acci-
dents. Ignoring such a humani-
tariancrisis, howcananelected
public representative go to an-
other state toplaycricket?”
Tiwarihitbacksayingthathe

has not violated social distanc-
ing or lockdown norms: “The

MHA permitted the opening of
stadiums, without spectators.
Based on that, I decided to play.
Allnormswere followed.”
Speaking to The Indian

Express, he claimed: “Ihadgone
there tomeeta fewpeople.AAP
is unnecessarily politcising this
issue as they want to hide the
fact theirMLAPrakash Jarwal is
involved inextortion,which led
toadoctorcommittingsuicide.”
Hewas referring toAAPMLA

PrakashJarwal,whowasarrested
inconnectionwiththesuicideof
a SouthDelhi doctor lastmonth.
Thefamilyhadlevelledchargesof
extortionandharassmentagainst
theMLA,whohasdeniedthem.

Delhi BJP media in-charge
NeelkantBakshisaidTiwariwent
to meet someone in Ganaur,
whichis30kmfromDelhi,taking
priorpermissionfrompolice.
“Later, on the request of the

ownerof theground, hewent to
seeacricketmatch.Therewasno
plan to play. As spectatorswere
not allowed, they offered hima
chancetoplay,”hesaid.
Bakshi added that the Delhi

unitchiefhasbeenhelpinglakhs
ofpeoplesincethelockdownby
distributing ration.
FourHaryanadistrictsborder-

ingthenationalcapital,including
Sonepat,havesealedbordersdue
tospikeinCovid-19cases.
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SCHOOL ISSUEDNOTICEBYDOERESPONDS

JNU ‘advises’ students in hostels
to leave, invites student union ire

EID TREAT
Childrenbuyice-creamwiththemoneytheyreceivedasEidi, atShaheenBaghonMonday.AbhinavSaha

ARANYASHANKAR
NEWDELHI,MAY25

THE JAWAHARLAL Nehru
University(JNU) administration
onMonday “strongly advised”
studentsstillremainingoncam-
pus to return to their home-
towns, now that train services
haveresumed.
JNU is a residential campus

withamajorityofstudentsstay-
ing in hostels. Earlier inMarch,
several students had left the
campusaftertheywereaskedto
vacatehostelsbytheadministra-
tion and had taken temporary
residenceinthenationalcapital.
Manysuchstudentslaterex-

pressedadesiretoreturn,saying
thestop-gaparrangementsthey
madewereno longer feasible.
InacircularonMonday,Dean

of Students Sudheer Pratap
Singh said, “Many students re-

quested to stay back in hostels”
earlier “due to non-availability
of public transport during the
lockdown”.
“As is widely reported, the

IndianRailwayshasbeguntorun
special trains, and around 200

more trains are going to be
started from1st June 2020. The
intra-statebusand taxi services
have also been started by the
state governments,” the circu-
latedstated.
“As per the MHA, Govt. of

India and Delhi Government
guidelines... the University has
announced students can return
to campus on or after 25 June
2020 and till then all academic
activitiesareclosed,” it added.
The JNU Students’ Union

(JNUSU)saidtheadministration
was “deliberately putting stu-
dents’ livesandsafetyat risk”.
“Sincetheadministrationit-

self acknowledges that the
number of Covid-19 cases are
increasing in Delhi, is it advis-
able that students venture out
andputtheir livesatrisk?...,” the
JNUSUsaid.
This, the JNUSU said, “not

onlyputs thesafetyof students
at risk, but also demonstrates
that the JNU administration
has abandoned all sense of re-
sponsibility towards its stu-
dents in a manner that is
not only shameful but also
criminal”.

PRITAMPALSINGH
NEWDELHI,MAY25

SANSKRITI SCHOOL in
Chanakyapurihassubmittedbe-
foretheDelhiHighCourtthatitis
the“duty”oftheCentreandDelhi
government to provide equip-
menttoeconomicallyweakersec-
tion (EWS) or disadvantaged
groupcategorystudents,enabling
themtoattendonlineclasses.
Theschoolsaidthisinanaffi-

davit filed in theHighCourt. It is
among the 15 schools issued a
showcause notice by the Delhi
government's Directorate of
Education (DoE) for not provid-
ing free laptops/ iPad/phones
with high speed internet to stu-
dentsfromthesecategories.
The school also submitted

thatduetothecircular fromthe
Delhi government’s Directorate
of Education (DoE) to only
charge tuition fee, schools have
“severerestrictionsontheircash
flow,whilemostof theexpendi-
ture is continuing”.
“Directingthem(theschool)

to purchase video conferencing
equipment for several students,
while restraining theirability to
collect fees and raise funding,
wouldbeimpracticalandillogi-
cal,” theaffidavit said.
The school, however,

claimedinitsaffidavit that they
have a mechanism in place —
creating “WhatsAppgroups for

EWScategorystudents,creating
special videos for them to clar-
ify theirdoubts, and takingreg-
ular feedback from students as
wellasteacherstoensuredoubt
removal”.
“…Constanteffortsaremade

byteachers,counsellorsandrep-
resentatives of the school to
reach out to students and their
parents through phone calls,
emails andWhatsApp groups,”
theaffidavit said.
TheDoE,however,hasstated

thatitisbindingonallprivateun-
aided recognised schools to en-
surethatstudentsfromtheEWS
ordisadvantagedgroupsarenot
“deprived”ofonlineclasses.
Thecourtwashearingaplea

byanNGO, Justice forAll,which
sought to provide free laptops,
tablets, phones toEWSchildren
sotheycanaccessonlineclasses.
The NGO, in its plea filed

through advocate Khagesh Jha,
saidprivateunaidedschools’de-
cision to conduct classes via
videoconferencingwouldaffect
over50,000EWSstudents,many
of whomcannot afford laptops,
phonesandhigh-speedinternet.
Hearingtheplea,thecourton

May8hadsoughtrepliesfromthe
Centre, Delhi government, New
DelhiMunicipal Council,MCDs
and10privateunaidedschools.
Responding to the same,

SanskritiSchoolsaidthat“itisto-
daywell settled that the finan-
cialburdenarisingoutof there-

quirements of the Right of
ChildrentoFreeandCompulsory
Education Act, 2009, is to be
borne exclusively by the State
andCentralgovernments.”
The affidavit stated that the

school “maintains impeccably
highstandardsofeducation,and
goesaboveandbeyondthemin-
imummandateof thelawtoen-
surethatnochildisleftbehind”.
They claimed that they are

evenextendinghelptostudents
of classes IX toXII.
“At this stage, these efforts

have resulted in 90% regular at-
tendanceofEWSchildrenduring
the online classes, and asmen-
tionedpreviously,eachclassisbe-
ingrecordedforlaterviewingand
peers are reaching out over the
phone...,” theaffidavitadded.
It further submitted that “it

is also important to remember
thatevenduringordinarytimes,
when there is no lockdown,
schools rarely have 100% atten-
danceduetovaryingreasons. In
the present times, many of the
parentsmay have gone back to
theirvillagesduetotheongoing
migrantcrisis...”
Amid the pandemic, all

schoolshavemoved their class-
rooms to the virtual space.
However, as reported by The
Indian Express, EWS students in
privateschoolshaveacrosschal-
lenges such as no laptops and
smartphonesaswellasnointer-
net connection.

For cricket in Sonepat, Tiwari
finds himself on sticky wicket

Duty of govts to give
laptops, net to EWS
kids: School to HC

NewDelhi:TheDelhiPoliceison
the lookout for unknown per-
sons who allegedly hacked a
computer inNorthwestDistrict
Magistrate’sofficeinKanjhawala
to illegally issuee-passes for in-
terstate travel.
The fraudcame to light after

seniorofficialsobserveddiscrep-
ancies in the number of passes
issued and also noticed that
someonehadchangedthepass-
word for the registration of e-
passes.DelhiPolicesaidtheyre-
ceivedacomplaintfromtheDM
NorthwestofficeonFriday.
“Officers from theDMoffice

said someone had forged e-
passesbyhackingintotheoffice
computer.Theyalsosuspectthe
role of office staff.Wehave reg-
istered a case against unknown
personsundersectionsof the IT
Act,” said DCP (Rohini) Pramod
KumarMishra.
Police are on the lookout for

the illegal e-passes and suspect
oneofthestafferstohaveleaked
informationtotheaccusedinex-
change for money. They are
questioning data operators and
otherstafferswhoworkintheIT
department.
The DM office has already

pulled down thewebsite as in-
vestigation is on. Meanwhile, a
seniorofficerfromSDMofficein
Kanjhawala confirmed that a
complaint has been filed. The
NorthwestDMdidn’trespondto
callsortextsseekingacomment.
Last week, there were over

five cases where police caught
menwithforgede-passesorreg-
istrationdocumentsastheytried
toleaveDelhi. Inthesecases,po-
licecaughttheaccusedafterthey
scanned the printed e-passes
during picket-checking. The
passesdidn’thavecorrectregis-
trationandotherdetails.ENS

Northwest
DM office
hacked for
e-passes

JNUisaresidential campuswithamajorityof students
staying inhostels.Archive
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SI/GD, Rajesh Kumar Bind of 206 CoBRA

made the supreme sacrifice during a counter-

Maoist operation in the area of Vill- Tamilwada,

under PS- Chintagupha, Distt- Sukma (C.G),

on 25th May, 2018. The CRPF proudly

remembers the braveheart who laid down his

life at the altar of duty while fighting with

maoists. His courage and bravery would

remain an abiding source of inspiration for the Force.

IG & All Ranks of CoBRA

Tiwari (centre) saidallnormswerefollowed. Twitter

Simple activities, spoken English classes:
How govt schools are keeping kids engaged
SUKRITA BARUAH
NEW DELHI, MAY 24

"TEACHERBANNEke liyemu-
jhe chahiye bhot saara confi-
dence, bhot saari knowl-
edge… sahi tarha sequence
mein study karni hogi… apne
parents ka support, teachers
ka support, friends ka sup-
port," wroteMansi, a class XII
student at a government
school in Janakpuri.
This was in response to a

simple activity her teacher
had sent her on WhatsApp -
she had to think about what
are thedifferent things she re-
quires to achieve her dreams.
With children in Delhi at
home for over two months
now, schools across the city
have been conducting teach-
ing-leaning online.
However, the Delhi gov-

ernment's education depart-
ment has also been trying to
engage students in its schools
in different online learning ac-
tivities outside of core aca-
demic curriculum - to varying
levels of student engagement.
The activity that Mansi's

teacher had sent her was part

of the Entrepreneurship
Mindset Curriculum (EMC), a
programme started by the
government last year for stu-
dents of classes IX to XII,
which went digital around a
month and a half ago during
the lockdown.
Twice or thrice a week,

students are sent links to
YouTube videos explaining
small simple activities such as
'Aap kaun se daron se dosti
karna chahte hai' or 'Meri
sapno ki duniya'. These are
sent both through SMS to
their parents' phones and
through class WhatsApp
groups. These are also posted
on Instagram and Facebook
pages created for digital EMC.
Students send their responses
on thoseWhatsAppgroups, or
even to the Instagram and
Facebook handles, through
drawings, edited images,
videos or just text.
"So far, we have sent nine

such activities and we have
hadbetween20,000 to36,000
students responding to them.
Given the accessibility con-
straints of students in our
schools, of course we cannot
force them to take part but

they are participating very
well. The early activitieswere
lighter to engage them, butwe
are started towards those re-
quiring more critical think-
ing," said project coordinator
Sapna Yadav.
Each batch of students has

been 1-1.5 lakh students.
Another online pro-

grammewhich students have
beenpromoted to class IX and
those who have completed
class IX have been participat-
ing in is online mathematics
fundamentals classes con-
ducted by Khan Academy.
Links to these classes are also
sent every alternate day to
their parents' phones, which
lead to two-three instruc-
tional videos and two-three
problems for them to solve
online.
"We have beenworking on

the feedback we have been
getting on these. At the begin-
ning, we had told the Khan
Academy team that wewould
like todevelopcontent inHindi
as thatwouldsuitourstudents.
Butwhat happenedwas that a
lot of students actually found
the chaste Hindi that was be-
ing used difficult to under-

stand, since the languageused
by teachers in classrooms is a
mixture of Hindi and English.
The subsequent content has
been modified accordingly,"
said Shailendra Sharma, prin-
cipal advisor to the education
director.
Since mathematics has

been identified as a weak
point of students in their class
X boards, these classes are in-
tended to strengthen their
fundamental concepts.
Students who are waiting

for theirboardexaminations to
becompletedhavealsohadon-
line spoken English classes or-
ganised for them with British
Council.With thedatesheetsof
their remainingexamsreleased
by theCBSE, these sessions are
unlikely toextendbeyond June
15 atmost.
"These are not compulsory

for students and sessions are
not more than half an hour
long. The pointwas to pick up
new skills and be engaged
during this time. The atten-
dancehas fluctuated between
40,000 and 83,000 out of
around 2 lakh children," said
an education department of-
ficial.

New Delhi
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UNION MINISTER DV
Sadananda Gowdawho flew to
Bengaluru from Delhi on
Monday didn’t undergo the in-
stitutional quarantinemanda-
tory for all fliers from6 hotspot
states, claiming he had immu-
nitygrantedbyhisministership.
Gowda,theUnionministerof

Chemicals and Fertilizers, and
former Chief Minister of
Karnataka, said he had exemp-
tion from quarantine as his
PharmaMinistrywaspartofes-
sential services.
Under Karnataka's quaran-

tine rules forarrivalsbydomes-

tic flights from Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Delhi, all
passengersare required tobe in
institutional quarantine for
seven days followed by seven
daysof homequarantine if they
areasymptomatic for thevirus.
As the controversy began to

blow up with Congress ques-
tioning violation, Karnataka's
department of health and fam-
ilywelfaremodifieditsstandard

operating procedures for quar-
antineof inter-statepassengers,
granting exemption fromquar-
antine toministers andgovern-
mentofficersonduty.
The minister—away from

Bengaluru since lockdown be-
gan— left for his home soon af-
terarrivalat theairportandwas
scheduled to attendmeetings
withelectedrepresentativesand
ministers onCovid-19 situation
throughtheday.
“Ididnotwanttoburdenthe

exchequerbyusingaprivateair-
craftorachartered flightandso
I came by a regular flight today.
There is an exemption from
quarantinethatisavailabletome
asminister for the pharma sec-
tor,'' theminister told reporters.

Andhra HC orders govt to
seize LG Polymers factory

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY25

THESUPREMECourtMondayal-
lowedAirIndiatoflynon-sched-
uled international flights with-
outhaving tokeepaseat empty
betweentwopassengerstillJune
6. The Centre and the national
carrier had argued that flights
were already booked and dis-
continuingthemiddleseatsud-
denlywould lead to a logistical
nightmareasone-thirdofbook-
ingswouldhave tobecancelled
compounding problems for
strandedpassengers.
The bench was hearing an

appealbytheCentreandAIchal-
lenging theMay 22 interim or-
der of the Bombay High Court
whichhadaskedAirIndiatoad-
heretotheCentre’sMarch23cir-
cular. The circular had said that
allocationof seatsbesuchthata
seat iskeptemptybetweentwo
passengers.
“We are of the considered

view that the petitioner – Air
Indiashouldbeallowedtooper-
ate the non-scheduled flights
with themiddle seats booking
up to 6th June, 2020. However,
afterthattheAirIndiawilloper-
atenon-scheduled flights in ac-
cordancewiththeinterimorder
tobepassedbytheBombayHigh
Court thereafter,” a bench of
Chief Justice S A Bobde and
Justices A S Bopanna and
HrishikeshRoyordered.
Thecourtdidnotappearen-

thusedaboutAirIndia’sdecision
not to leave seats empty be-
tween passengers given the
Covid-19situation.Atonepoint,
it told Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, “You should beworried
about thehealth of citizens, not
the health of commercial air-
lines...” Appearing for the peti-
tioners,Mehtapointedtothedif-
ficulties in implementing the
Bombay HC direction. “There
wasaflightfromheretoUS,peo-
ple camebecause theyhadpre-
bookings. Keeping vacant seats
comeswithprocedural issues…
familysitstogether...airportsare
different,” theSGsaid.
“There are numerous flights

everyday carrying thousandsof
passengersanddroppingofsuch
passengers would create mas-
sive logistical, international and
visa-related issues,” he said
pointingouttheBombayHCor-
der would require AI to cancel
one-third of the bookings. The
HC order “ignores the gradual
strategyoftheExecutiveindeal-
ing with the issue at hand”, he
said.
While Mehta submitted

that theMarch 23 circularwas
only for domestic flights, the
Bench did not seem to agree
with him. “What are you say-
ing?Haveyouread itornot?As
your circular says, it said, it is
for bothdomestic and interna-
tional,” it said.
TheSGsaidbeforeMarch23,

India had stopped all interna-
tional operations and that the

March23circularhasnowbeen
superseded.“Wearenotdoubt-
ing your circular,” said the CJI.
Mehtasaid therewasameeting
ofmedical and aviation experts
on May 4 following which an
SOP was issued on May 5.
Keepingthemiddlesecondseat
vacantwould serve no purpose
while air circulation is already
there inside the aircraft, the SG
saidquoting theexperts.
The BombayHC order came

following a plea by an AI Pilot
Decan Kanani who urged the
court to direct the airline to en-
surecomplianceoftheMarch23
circular in the interest of public
healthandsafety.
On Monday, the SC re-

manded the matter to the
BombayHighCourtandaskedit
“to pass an effective interimor-
der after hearing all concerned
on the date fixed i.e. 2nd June,
2020...or soonthereafter”.
“At this juncture, wewould

consider it necessary for the
High Court to arrive at a prima
faciefindingregardingthesafety
andhealthofthepassengersqua
theCovid-19virus,whether the
flight is scheduled flight or a
non-scheduled flight,” the
SupremeCourt said.
It said “the Director General

of Civil Aviation is free to alter
anynormshemayconsidernec-
essary during the pendency of
thematterintheinterestofpub-
lic health and safety of the pas-
sengersratherthanofcommer-
cial considerations”.

SC allows Air India to
flywithoutmiddle
seats empty till Jun6

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,MAY25

RashtriyaLokSamataPartypres-
identand formerUnionminister
UpendraKushwahahas said the
Bihargovernment“stoodexposed
onmigration” and that itwould
bethe“dominatingthemeof the
comingAssemblypolls”.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,

Kushwaha said Bihar Chief
MinisterNitishKumarhadbeen
allowingmigrants into the state
“reluctantly” and suggested that
thestateshouldhaveofferedmi-

grants theoptionof stayingback
bygivingthemRs10,000—anes-
timatedexpenseontransporting
andkeepingthemigrantataquar-
antinecentre.
“Afterchiefministersofsome

states started calling backmi-
grants, Nitish cameunder pres-
sure. Thewayhe dealtwith the

migrants’ issue is not at all satis-
factory. Quarantine centres are
justplacestoherdpeople.Noso-
cialdistancingisbeingfollowed.”
Kushwaha said the state had

been transportingmigrants to
quarantine centres, giving them
clothes andother itemsbesides
food.“Estimatedexpenseonami-
grantfromjourneyontrainorbus
tohis stay at aquarantine centre
is aboutRs 10,000.Had the gov-
ernmentofferedthisamounttoa
migrant,hecouldhavemethisex-
pensesinanotherstateandstayed
back. This could have also pre-
ventedthespreadof thevirus.”

He,however,added,“It’sone's
righttocomehome.Whocanstop
themfromcomingback?”
Asked if theOpposition's re-

sponse during Covid crisis had
beenminimal, Kushwaha said it
wasonlybecausetheyhadtoad-
heretolockdownnorms.
Bihar InformationandPublic

Relations minister and JD (U)
spokespersonNeeraj Kumar re-
sponded:“Whatwecouldgather
fromourinteractionswiththemi-
grantsisthattheywantedtocome
hometobewiththeirfamilies.Itis
only becauseof a caring govern-
mentthattheywantedtoreturn.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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PRINCIPALSCIENTIFICAdvisorto
the PrimeMinister, Professor K
VijayRaghavan,helddiscussions
with Dani Gold, Head of the
Directorate of R&D in Israel’s
MinistryofDefenceonscientific
cooperation between the two
countries toaddressCovid-19.
Thediscussionswerealsoat-

tendedby Israel Ambassador to
India Dr RonMalka and Indian
ambassador to Israel Sanjeev
Singla and officials of CSIR and
DRDO.
Thediscussionisthefirstofa

series of meetings which will
take place over the coming
weeks to exchange technology
and scientific know-how to
combatCovid-19.
“I’m proud to connect bril-

liantmindsfromIndiaandIsrael

so they can jointly develop life
changingsolutionsforthewhole
world,andespecially infighting
the Covid-19 pandemic,’’ Dr
Malka tweeted.
CSIR DGDr ShekharMande

saidthemeetingwasmoreofan
ice-breaker.“Wewillbecollabo-
ratingonanumberofaspectsof
thepandemic.Theareasarestill
being worked out and wewill
getaclearerpictureasthemeet-
ingsprogress.’’
Officials in the Ministry of

Science and Technology said
Monday’sdiscussionswerecen-
teredaroundresearchanddevel-
opmentforrapiddiagnosis,based
onbigdataandAItechnology“to
enablearapidreturntonormal’’.
AMinistrystatementsaidthe

discussions onMonday are “a
part of the vision of the Israeli
andIndianPrimeMinistersfora
wide ranging scientific cooper-
ation’’ betweenthecountries.

Modi speaks to
Bangla PM,
Crown Prince of
Abu Dhabi
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THE PARENTS and brother of a
CPI-ML leader in Bihar’s
Gopalganjwereshotdeadlateon
Sunday evening. The attack, in
which the leader, J P Yadav, sus-
tainedinjuries, issuspectedtobe
thefalloutofapoliticalrivalry.
PolicehavebookedJD(U)MLA

from Kuchaikot Amrendra
Pandey,hisbrotherSatishPandey
andSatish’ssonMukeshPandey.
SatishandMukeshhavebeenar-
restedandtheMLAisbeingques-

tioned.Alegislatorcanbearrested
only after permission from the
AssemblySpeaker.
TheCPI-MLmanhasbeenad-

mitted to PatnaMedical College
andHospital.
PolicesourcessaidYadavhad

wanted to contest Zila Parishad
(ZP) polls next year against the
MLA’snephewMukesh,currently
theZPchairman.
According to police, some

unidentified people attacked
Yadav’s home inRupanchak vil-
lage in Hatua, Gopalganj, late
Sunday evening. The attackers
shotatYadav,hisparents,Mahesh

Choudhary (65) and Sankesia
Devi (60) and elder brother
Shantanu(35).
WhileYadavmanagedto flee

afterbeingshotat,hisparentsdied
onthespot.Hisbrotherdiedlater
atalocalhospital.Thepolicesus-
pect therecouldhavebeenthree
assailantswho came on a bike.
Following thekillings, local resi-
dentsstagedaprotest.
Yadav,itislearnt,hadbeenac-

tiveinstudentpolitics,andhisam-
bitionbroughthiminconflictwith
MLAAmrendraPandey.
Now in hospital, Yadav said,

“Myfamilymemberswerekilled

becauseofpoliticalrivalry.Thepo-
liceshouldthoroughlyinvestigate
theroleofAmrendraPandey."
Gopalganj SPManoj Kumar

said:“Wehavearrestedtwopeo-
pleandare lookingintoallpossi-
blemotivesbehindthekillings.”
Leader of Opposition in the

AssemblyTejashwiPrasadYadav
said, “Nowthata JD (U)MLAhas
beenbookedfortripleGopalganj
murder,willthestategovernment
takeactionagainsthim?”
Minister and JD (U)

spokespersonNeerajKumarsaid,
“Thepolicehavealreadyarrested
twopeopleandwilltakeaction.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
HYDERABADMAY25

THEANDHRAPradeshHighCourt
hasorderedthestategovernment
to “seize the premises of LG
Polymers”atVisakhapatnamand
notallowthedirectorsofthecom-
panytoleavethecountrywithout
thecourt’spermission.
A two-memberbenchof the

courthasbarredentryonthefac-
tory premises except for those
partof thecommitteeappointed
toprobethegas leakaccidenton
May7thatkilled7peopleandin-
jured over 500others in the vil-
lagessurroundingthefactory.
It has asked the government

toreplywhythecompanywasal-
lowedtoshiftstyrenegastoSouth
Koreawithoutthecourt’spermis-
sionwhenaprobewaspending,
andwhowasresponsibleforit.
“We further direct that none

oftheassets,movableorimmov-
able,fixtures,machineryandcon-
testsshallbeallowedtobeshifted
withouttheleaveofthecourt,''the
ordersaid.
The court, which took suo

motu cognizance of the styrene
gasleak,directedthegovernment
toinformitwhetherLGPolymers
had takenpermission to restart
operationsduring the lockdown
period.
The court alsonoted that ex-

planationswerenecessary inthe
twoPILsfiledbypetitioners.
The PILs alleged that LG

Polymers has been operating
without a valid environmental
clearance, the inhibitor concen-
tration,which controls runaway
reactions, inthestoragetankwas
notchecked,therefrigerationsys-
temwas notworking properly,
andthattheradiusof thevulner-
ablezoneextendedup to6.3km
fromthesource.
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NOVEL CELEBRATION
Intheabsenceof full-fledgedcelebrationsonthefirstanniver-
saryoftheBJP'sreturntopower,thepartyistryingtomarkthe
occasion in a differentway. PrimeMinister NarendraModi
willwrite letters to10 crore families,while partypresident J
PNaddawillholdaFacebooklivesessionwithpartyworkers
across the country. The partywill also organise interaction
programswith various groups including digitalmedia plat-
forms. ThePrimeMinister’s call forAtmanirbharBharatwill
be themajor thrust of the campaign and the government’s
“success” in handling the Covid-19 crisis would be its high-
light.Thenationalleadershiphasalreadyinformedthestates
toget ready for theseprogrammes.

NEW FACILITIES
Establishing Covid-19 testing facilities are slowly becoming
eventsatwhichit isworthmarkingapresenceforpoliticians.
OnMonday,AgricultureMinisterNarendraSinghTomarinau-
gurated such a facility in his constituency of Morena in
Madhya Pradesh. Nowa coronavirus test can be done at the
district hospital in Morena, Tomar tweeted. Ladakh MP
JamyangTseringNamgyalalsoinauguratedaCovid-19testing
laboratory at Chushot Yokma in his constituency. This is the
first such lab in thenewlycreatedUT.

WELCOME MOVE
With various issues regarding availability of food for travel-
lingmigrants, especially on trains, coming to light, Railways
got a helping hand fromFMCGmajor ITC. Officers in Bihar's
Danapur division got ITC to donate 1 lakh packs of biscuits
and snacks to remote locations as part of its CSR initiative.
WithShramikSpecialtrainsslatedtorunformanymoredays,
officials saidsuchhelp fromtheprivatesectorwaswelcome.

Upendra
Kushwaha

Union
Minister
Sadananda
Gowda

Migration to be theme of next Bihar polls: Kushwaha Bihar CPI-ML leader shot at; parents, brother killed

MILINDGHATWAI
BHOPAL,MAY25

THESCHEDULE for by-elections
to24 seats inMadhyaPradesh is
yettobeannouncedbutaformer
CongressMLA— one of the 22
whose rebellion brought down
the Kamal Nath government—
hascreatedanawkwardsituation
for the BJP by claiming that the
pollswillbefoughtinJyotiraditya
Scindia’sname.
Jaswant Jatav, theMLA from

Kareraconstituency,creditedthe

Congress’sstellarperformancein
the 2018Assembly elections in
the Gwalior-Chambal belt to
Scindia, who is currently a BJP
RajyaSabhacandidatefromMP.
“If therewasone leaderwho

challengedShivrajSinghChouhan
intheregionitwasScindia.Onthe
previous occasion Scindiawon
theseatssinglehandedly,thistime
he and Chouhanwill be on one
stage,” said Jatav aftermeeting
ChouhaninBhopal.
BJP leaders told The Indian

Expressthatithadbeenconveyed
toJatavtowatchhiswords.

Former Congress leader says
Scindia will be by-polls face

India, Israel to share tech
knowhow on Covid fight
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CONGRESS GENERAL secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Monday took a dig at Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanathforhisremarksonre-
turning migrants from other
states testingpositive.
“Heard the Uttar Pradesh

Chief Minister's statement.
Accordingtogovernmentstatis-
tics,approximately25lakhpeo-
ple have returned to Uttar
Pradesh. According to the Chief
Minister, 75 percent of those
who have returned from
Maharashtra,50percentofthose

who came from Delhi and 25
percent from other states have
beeninfectedwithcoronavirus,”
she tweeted.
Priyanka askedwhether the

CMmeantthatthereweremore
than 10 lakh people in UPwho
are infected with coronavirus.
“But his government’s data
shows that the total number of
infectedpeopleinUttarPradesh
is6,228...,” she tweeted.

Gowda skips quarantine after flight
to Bengaluru, says he has immunity

Priyanka
Gandhi
Vadra

How the states handled
domestic flights onDay 1

PUNJAB
Punjabchangedguidelines for
handlingarrivalsat least four
times.CMAmarinderSingh
onSaturdaysaidthatall those
landingondomestic flights
willbe inhomeand
institutionalquarantinefor14
days.OnSunday, thestatesaid
theywouldallbetested,and
thosetestingpositivewillbe
sent for institutional
quarantine.But therewere
apprehensionsontestingso
manypassengers.OnMonday,
thegovernmentaskedDCsto
test randomly.WhentheDCs
wereyet to issueorders, the
PrincipalSecretaryHealth
issuedrevisedguidelines,
statingthatalldomestic
travellerswhoare
asymptomaticor testnegative
willbe inhomequarantinefor
14days.Symptomaticones
willbetakentoahealth
facility for testing.

BIHAR
AirportauthoritiesatPatna
saidonlyregular identity
documentsarerequired
besidessafetyclearanceby
AarogyaSetuapp.Passengers
flyingtoBiharwillnothaveto
undergoquarantinebutcan
reportathealthdeskof the
airport incaseof any
uneasiness.

GUJARAT
Atotalof 13domestic flights
arrivedand15left from
Ahmedabadairport.At
Suratairport, twoflights
arrivedfromDelhiand
Hyderabadanddepartedfor
thesamedestinations.Three
flightswerecancelled.
Passengers flyingoutwere
medicallyscreened
andquarantinestamp
was inkedonhandsof
passengers tostates
mandatingquarantine.

JAMMU&KASHMIR
Onday1, threeof theeight
flightscomingto Jammufrom
DelhiandSrinagarwere
cancelled.ThefirstAir India
flightwith27passengers
landedat Jammuairport
around8.40am.Mostof the
passengersarrivinghere from
Delhiwerethosewhowere
strandeddueto lockdown.
Passengers’ swabsamples
werecollectedfor test, and
weretakentodifferenthotels
foradministrativequarantine
for14days,or till their test
returnsnegative.Six flights
carrying562passengers
arrivedatSrinagarairportand
267passengersdepartedfrom
Srinagarairport.All
passengerswillbetestedand
kept in institutionalorhome
quarantine.Thosepassengers
whotestnegativewillbesent
homeandthosepositivewill
besent tohospital.

UTTARPRADESH
Till6pm,six flights landedat
Lucknowairportandseven
departedtoAhmedabad,
Mumbai,Bengaluruand
Delhi.All counterswere
coveredwithtransparent
plastic sheets toensure
airport staff donotcomein
contactwithpassengers,who
werescreenedfor
temperatureandsymptoms.

MAHARASHTRA
A totalof 47flights tookoff
fromMumbaiairportand
arrived.Theairporthandleda
4,852passengers,3,752
departingand1,100arriving
passengers from14places
across thecountry.The
highestnumberofdepartures
wastoNewDelhi.Though
airlineshavebeenallowedto
operateat80%of aircraft’s
seatingcapacity, the first
flight to landfromLucknow,

anIndiGoAirlines flight,had
just33passengers.BMC
doctorsscreenedpassengers,
whowererequiredtodisplay
statusonAarogyaSetuappat
theentrygate.

TELANGANA
Domesticpassengersarriving
onflightsatHyderabadwere
screenedforCovid-19
symptomsbeforebeing
allowedtoexit theairport.
Symptomaticpassengersare
sent to institutional
quarantinefor7daysafter
takingsamples. If theperson
testsnegative, the individual
cangohomebutshould
remain inhomeisolationfor7
days.Passengerswereput
throughintensescreening
beforecheck-in.

ANDHRAPRADESH
Whenflightsresumefrom
Tuesday, thegovernmentwill
testallarrivingpassengers.All
fliershavetoobtaine-pass
beforebookingtickets.
Asymptomaticpassengers
fromhotpoststateswillhave
toundergo institutional
quarantineforsevendaysand
beallowedtogohomeafter
testingnegative.Asympto-
maticpassengers fromlow
incidencezoneswillbe in
homeisolationfor14daysand
their swabsampleswouldbe
takenat theairport. ENS

EnteringtheChennaiAirportonMonday,and(below)exitingtheMumbaiAirport.
PTIandNirmalHarindran
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PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Monday spoke to
Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina
and the Crown Prince of the
Emirate of Abu Dhabi (UAE)
MohammedBinZayed,wishing
themon the occasion of Eid-ul-
Fitr and discussing with them
theCovid-19pandemic.
Moditweeted:“SpoketoPM

Sheikh Hasina to wish her and
the friendly people of
Bangladesh, a happy and pros-
perousEid-ul-Fitr.Wediscussed
the impact of cyclone Amphan
and the present COVID-19 situ-
ation. Reiterated India’s contin-
ued support to Bangladesh in
this challenging time.”
An official statement said,

“Thetwoleaderssharedtheiras-
sessmentof thedamagecaused
by Cyclone Amphan in both
countries. The leaders also dis-
cussedtheCOVIDpandemicsit-
uationandtheongoingcollabo-
ration between the two
countries in this regard. Prime
MinisterModireaffirmedIndia’s
support to Bangladesh in ad-
dressing thesechallenges.”
“ConveyedEid-ul-Fitr greet-

ings to His Highness
Mohammed Bin Zayed and the
friendlypeopleofUAE.Thanked
him for the cooperation ex-
tendedtoIndiancitizensinUAE.
India-UAE cooperation has
grownevenstrongerduringthe
COVID-19 challenge,” he said in
another tweet.
A statement said the leaders

expressedsatisfactionaboutthe
effective cooperation between
the two countries during the
COVID-19pandemicsituation.

Priyanka to Yogi: Does
UP have 10 lakh cases?

New Delhi
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PUBLIC NOTICE

"Be it known to the general
public that my client, Sh. Amar
Singh S/o Late Sh. Angad Singh
aged about 56 years R/o C-48,
Gali No.3, Harsh Vihar Phase-Il
Ghaziabad, U.P., has severed
his relationship with his son
namely Pushpender and his
wife, Smt. Rekha and their
children as a result of sufferings
and harassment due to unsocial,
aggressive, and inhumane act &
behavior of his abovementioned
son and his wife. If anybody
keeps any relation or deals with
them in any manner whatsoever,
he/she would be doing solely at
h i s / h e r o w n r i s k a n d
consequences and my client
shall not be responsible for the
act of Pushpender and his wife.

ASHOK THAGAL ADVOCATE
CHAMBER NO.477 (LGF).
CIVIL WING, TIS HAZARI
COURTS. DELHI-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to general public at large that
my Client Madan Lal S/o Banwari Lal &
Veena Devi W/o Madan Lal both R/o- H.
No. BB-77, Gali No.3, Subhash Basti,
Nabi Karim, Pahar Ganj, Delhi-55 has
severed her all Relations and disowned
her son (1) Jai Bhagwan (Rocky) & his
wife Ratna and (2) Rahul & his wife
Kumkum from all her movable & immovable
properties due to their misconduct and bad
activities. My client and his family members
shall not be responsible for any wrongful
and illegal act in future. Any person(s) deal
with them shall be self responsible.

S.K. Gupta (Advocate)
Ch. No. D-209, Karkardooma Court, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
"Be it known to the public that My clients
Karamjeet Singh and his wife Smt
Darshan Kaur R/o 5D/56, GaliNo. 10,
Vishnu Garden, New Delhi-110018 do
hereby severe all subsisting and
existing relations with their daughter
Manpreet Kaur and her husband
Samarjeet Singh for her misconduct,
misbehavior, playing with the trust and
emotions of the family and thereby
affecting peace and repute of the family
and therefore my clients hereby disown
and debar them from their moveable
and immovable properties. Anyone
dealing with them shall do so at their
own risk and consequences as my
clients shall not be responsible for their
activities".

Shailender Kumar Advocate
Ch. No. 276, Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
The General Public is hereby informed that
the undersigned’s client viz. Sh. Rajender
Parshad Jindal, S/o Charanji Lal, R/o 108-
B, Gautam Nagar, New Delhi: 110049, has
severed all his relationship with his son viz.
Ankush Jindal aged about 35 years and
with his daughter-in-law viz. Heena Jindal.
They are also debarred from all his movable
and immovable properties whatsoever and
the undersigned’s client shall not be held
responsible for any acts of ommission and
commission of offence committed by them,
as they are beyond his control. Anybody
dealing with them would be doing so at
his/her responsibility, risk, costs and
consequences..

Sd/-
SANJAY CHAUHAN

ADVOCATE
Ch. No. 500, CIVIL SIDE,

TIS HAZARI COURT DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE
For & on behalf of my client Sh.
Suresh Kumar s/o Late Hari
Chand, R/o H.No. 262, Kakrola
Village, Delhi-110078. I serve this
Public Notice that my client sever
his relation and Debar his son Mr.
Dinesh Kumar and daughter-in-
law Ms. Priti from his properties
both movable & immovable for all
intents and purposes. Anyone
deals with them shall do at his
own risks.

Subodh Kumar Jha
(Advocate)

B-5, Suneja Tower-1,
Dist. Centre, Janakpuri,

New Delhi-58

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD, MAY25

ANDHRA PRADESH has
recorded a sharp uptick in the
number of returnees from the
Gulf countries testing positive
forCovid-19.
OnMonday,62international

passengerswho arrived in spe-
cial Vande Bharat flights to the
state tested positive, and ama-
jorityofthemwerefromKuwait.
Of thosewhotestedpositive,41
are from Kuwait, 3 from Qatar
and 1 from Saudi Arabia. So far,
85peoplehave testedpositive.
InTelangana,sixpeoplewho

returned from the Gulf tested
positiveonSunday.
About 700 people in seven

flights have returned to Andhra
PradeshfromtheGulf countries
since May 22. The first Vande
Bharatmission flightwithwith
149 passengers landed at
TirupationMay22.
The Gulf evacuees testing

positiveisanotherworryforthe
health officials who are grap-
pling with cases linked to the
Koyambeduvegetablemarketin
Chennai, whichwas a Covid-19
hotspot.
On Monday, 7 new cases

linked to Koyambeduwere re-
ported. Like in many other
states, a largenumberof people
onthemovehavetestedpositive
in Andhra Pradesh as well, but
thishasnotledtoasurge.Theto-
tal number of confirmed infec-
tions in the state, now at 2,644,
hasbeengrowingataslowpace.
Thegrowthrate is justabove2%
now,wellbelowthenationalav-
erageof around5%.
Likeinternationalpassengers,

who are screened and tested at
the airports and then sent to
quarantine facilities for 14 days,
the government has decided to
testallarrivingdomesticairpas-
sengers from Tuesday and pre-
scribea7-dayhomequarantine.
AndhraPradeshDeputyChief

Minister(Health)AKSrinivassaid
passengersmaychoosebetween
free government quarantine fa-
cilitiesorpaidaccommodationat
hotels with which the state
tourismdepartmenthastiedup.
Thestatehasscaledupisola-

tionwards, quarantine facilities
and beds in Covid-19 hospitals
in eight districts — Anantapur,
Kurnool, Chittoor, Guntur,
Krishna, East Godavari, and
Visakhapatnam—as a spike in
cases are expectedwith the re-
sumptionof trainsand flights.

International air
passengers push up
Andhra’s case count

3 dead inmates in different
jails positive: govt to HC

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHENNAI,MAY25

IN TAMIL Nadu, 88% of the
Covid-19 patientswere asymp-
tomatic and 84% of the deaths
were due to comorbid condi-
tions, said state healthminister
CVijayabaskaronMonday.
Tamil Nadu with a total of

4.21lakhtests,thehighestinthe
country,has17,082casesandhas
reported 118 deaths. And
Chennai, with 548 cases on
Monday, has registered 11,131
cases so far.

“We did 11,735 tests on
Monday.Wewill continue this
aggressive testing strategy be-
cause that alone helps us to get
effectivedata about infection in
the state to devise strategies for
treatment protocols,” said
Vijayabaskar.
Accordingtotheminister,an

“aggressivetestingstrategy,early

diagnosis and proper clinical
management”arehelpingtore-
duce thenumberof deaths.
Of thetotaldeaths, including

seven onMonday, 84 per cent
died due to comorbid condi-
tions. “Mostwerepatientswith
diabetesandhypertension.And
50percentofthedeathswerere-
portedamongpeopleabovethe
ageof 60,”Vijayabaskar said.
Among the 805 positive

cases reported onMonday, 93
peoplewerethosewhocameto
TamilNadu fromother states. A
33-year-oldman fromChennai
wasamongthesevendeaths.

HIMACHALPRADESH

Lockdown
extended in
three districts
Shimla: The Himachal
Pradesh government has
authorisedalldistrictmag-
istratestoextendthecoro-
navirus lockdownbeyond
the current phase ending
May 31 and three District
Magistrates (DMs) issued
orderstotheeffectfortheir
areas.HamirpurandSolan
DMsorderedMondaythat
the curfew will be ex-
tended up to June 30. In
Shimla, thedistrictmagis-
trateissuedordersextend-
ing restrictions imposed
onMarch24undersection
144upto June30. PTI

NAGALAND

First Covid
case detected:
Official
Kohima:Nagalandreported
its “first”Covid-19caseson
Monday,whenthreepeople
whorecentlyreturnedtothe
state fromChennai tested
positive, a health depart-
ment official said. The
Nagalandgovernmenthas
not countedaperson from
thestatewhotestedpositive
for coronavirusonApril 13
inAssam.Helaterrecovered
fromthedisease. Twomen
andawoman,allintheir20s,
testedpositiveforCOVID-19
andtheyarenowundergo-
ing treatment inDimapur
andKohima, said a senior
official. PTI

KERALA

62-yr-old dies
of Covid, state
deaths now 6
Kozhikode:A 62-year-old
woman Covid-19 patient
fromKannurdiedat ahos-
pitalhereonMonday,taking
thetollduetothediseasein
Kerala to six, officials said.
Thewomandiedaround10
PM at the Kozhikode
Medical College Hospital
where shehadbeenunder
treatmentaftertestingpos-
itive on Friday. “She was
shifted to themedical col-
legeonFridayaftershewas
tested positive for coron-
avirus.Earlier,shewasunder
treatment forneurological
diseaseataprivatehospital
here,” District Medical
OfficerDrVJayshreesaid.PTI

CORONA
WATCHEXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

AHMEDABAD,VADODARA,
MAY25

DRADITYAUpadhyay(62),anac-
tiveBJPmemberandaformerBJP
cabinet minister’s wife were
amongthe30inGujaratwhodied
of the Coronavirus onMonday.
Thedeathtollroseto891.
Upadhyay, anactivemember

of theBJP for twodecades and a
memberofitsdoctors’cell,wasan
orthopaedic surgeon.Hedied at
SterlingHospital inAhmedabad.
He was admitted to the SVP
Hospitalformorethantwoweeks
beforehewasshifted.
Hiswife,DrPallaviUpadhyay,

a gynaecologist and former cor-
porator from Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation’s
Gomtipurwardandamemberof
BJP’s doctors’ cell, is admitted at
SterlingHospitalalongwiththeir
son, both of whomhave tested
positive. Pallavi is also BJP’s
Bapunagarwardpresident.
MadhubenThakore,wifeofa

former BJP cabinet minister
Madhubhai Thakore, also suc-
cumbedtoCovid-19onMonday.
Madhubhai is currently the
AhmedabaddistrictBJPsecretary.
Heand threeof his familymem-
bers are in quarantine. Both

deathswere confirmed by BJP
spokespersonBharatPandya.
Former AMC standing com-

mittee chairmanandBJPmedia
cellmemberJayantilalParmar,75,
alsotestedpositive.Hewasadmit-
ted to SVPHospital on Saturday
andhisresultscamebackpositive
onMonday.
Awell-known builder from

Ahmedabad also died of coron-
avirusonMonday,whileassistant
sub-inspector Girish Barot suc-
cumbedonSunday.Hiswas the
seconddeath reported from the
Krishnanagar police station.
Sourcesfromtherealestatebusi-
nesssaidthebuilderhadmultiple
co-morbiditiesandhadbeenail-
ingforsometime.
With 403newcases, includ-

ingoneof apersonnot fromthe
statebuttestedthere,Gujarat’sto-
tal shot up to nearly 14,500 on
Monday.
Narmada district reported

threenewcases,includingthatof
an11-year-oldgirl,takingthedis-
tricttotalto18.
Thethreewhotestedpositive

had accompanied a 10-year-old
boy from Mayashi village in
Nandod talukawho testedposi-
tiveonMay21uponreturn from
Ahmedabad,earlier.
Gandhinagar saw four new

casesandthreedeaths.

CKMISHRA, Secretary forMini-
stry of Environment, Forest and
ClimateChange,andchairmanof
the empowered groupon avail-
ability of hospitals, isolation and
quarantine facilities, speaks to
ABANTIKAGHOSHonhowIndia
rampedupitstestingcapacityand
theneedtofacilitatethereturnof
theelderlytoanormallife

Howdidwerampuptesting
likewedid?
Testingwas a challenge be-

cause theorganisations involved
werenotbestusedtoit.Theywere
largelyinvolvedinresearchwork...
Wedecided tobroaden thebase,
keptonexpandingthedefinition
ofthepersontobetestedbyrevis-
ing the protocol.Wenowhad a
larger pool to test. Second, you
needalaboratory.Youcannotcon-
structoneovernightsowepooled
resources—allmedical colleges,
DST, DBT, CSIR, central universi-
ties.Weconverted research labs
intotestinglabs.Thenweopened
up the private sector.We have
above600labsnow.Atthatpoint,
nobodywouldhave thoughtwe
couldgettothisnumber.
Withoutgettingintothemath,

the fact remains that theprivate
sectorcontributedatacriticaltime.
Becauseof this convergence,we
managedonelakhtestsperday...

Arethereconcernsonthis?
Theeasternpart of India still

hasconstraints to testingandthe
needs are increasing. Therefore,
weare lookingatnewerways to
provide additional support to
states likeBihar,UP,WestBengal
andOdisha. Theproblem is that
thereisacertaintechnicalrequire-
ment for amolecular diagnostic
lab to be set up and the normal
choiceisamedicalcollegebecause
it has the trainedmanpower re-
quired for this. Therearedistricts
inthesestateswherethis isanis-
sue.We are, therefore,making
Trunaat machines available in
theseareasandactivatingmedical

collegesandprivatelaboratories...

Inthediabetescapitalof the
world,howlongarewegoing
tokeepoldpeopleathome?
Vulnerabilityisthemostcriti-

cal thing in this entire exercise. If
youare looking fromthe fatality
pointofview,tokeepthemortal-
itydown,youhave toprotect the
segmentmost vulnerable. That
takesustotheoldandthecomor-
bid.Theyaremostlikelytogetse-
riously infected and likely to be
heavily dependent onhospitals.
Therefore, thecurrentadvisory is
to stayhome. This cannot go on
forever.Ultimately,thediabeticpa-
tient isworking somewhere,we
have tomedically finda solution
orasafetyprotocolforhimtostart
livinganormallife.Ifwedon'tfind
asolutionsoon, the fact that they
arecornered inaroomintheho-
useisgoingtotellontheirhealth.

Weseemtobeona
significantgrowthtrajectory

nowwhenwearetryingto
openup.Wasthe lockdown
successful?
The lockdown did three

things— itgave thegovernment
andpeopletimetoprepareforthe
long haul, cut down the rate of
transmissionandslowed the in-
fection. Wemanaged to avert
deathsintheprocess.

Wouldithavebeeneasier to
takemigrantshomeinMarch
whencaseswere less?
Inhindsight, thesemay look

like good solutions. But at any
particularpointof time,policyis
guided by ground-level situa-
tions andadesire todo thebest
atthatpoint,andIguessthatwas
theguidingprinciple.

Is thereaplantodealwith
theconsequencesof
disruptioninroutinehealth
services?
Yes that is very critical and

thereneedstobeacogentplanin
place because in the effort to
overemphasise Covid, regular
medicalfacilities,particularlyre-
lating to dialysis, chemotherapy,
blood transfusion, child delivery
etctooksomewhatofabackseat.
Many clinics could not operate.
Now,clearinstructionshavebeen
issuedinthisregard...

What is thewayforward?
The timehas comewhenwe

are seeing a regular increase in
numbers. India has been singu-
larly fortunate thatwehavenot
had amortality rate that can be
consideredhighcomparedtooth-
ers. All our concentration should
nowbeonpreventingdeathsand
allowing people to learn to live
withthisinfectionbecauseitisnot
ashort-termproblem...Aslongas
weareabletopreventdeaths,re-
ducehospitalisationandcurepa-
tients,weshouldthinkwehavea
fairlygoodpolicyinplace.

FULLINTERVIEWON
www.indianexpress.com
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QUARANTINE FACILITIES

‘If we don’t find solution
soon, staying inwill tell
on the health of elderly’

MohammadAslamfromBihar’sMuzaffarpurwaits inqueue
atahealthscreeningcentre inDelhiMonday.Onlyafter
screeningcanheboardaShramikSpecial train.Hehopes to
makethe journeyhomeonEid. TashiTobgyal

THE WAIT

Migrantswait forbuses toUttarPradesh, JharkhandandBihar, inThaneMonday.Deepak Joshi

DELHI:1.30PM

Migrantsinanauto-rickshawtheyhiredtoreachAmbala
Cantonmentstation,inPatialaonMonday. HarmeetSodhi

PATIALA:5.40PM

THANE:10.54AM

BJP member, former
minister’s wife die of
Covid, Gujarat toll 891

VIVEKDESHPANDE
NAGPUR,MAY25

AFTERTHE family of a 78-year-
old Hinduman, who died of a
heartattackonSaturday, report-
edly refused to performhis last
rites, someMuslimyouths from
alocalorganisationlithispyreon
Sunday.
Whilethemandiedofaheart

attack, his wife is undergoing

treatment for Covid-19 atAkola
GovernmentMedicalCollegeand
Hospital (GMCH). Prashant
Rajurkar, head of the sanitation
department of the Akola
MunicipalCorporation,said,“The
man’s son,who lives inNagpur,
refused to accept the body and
perform the funeral. So, a local
Muslim organisation, Akola
Kutchhi Memon Jamaat, took
over. On Sunday, someMuslim
menlitthepyre...”

Akola is one of the largest
coronavirus hotspots in
Maharashtrawith25deathsand
more than 400 positive cases.
Amravati Divisional
CommissionerPiyushSinghsaid,
“Thewife of the deceasedman
was admitted toGMCHonMay
23 around 4 pm.We took her
swab as shewas symptomatic.
The dean of GMCH received a
messagearound6.30pmthatthe
manhad collapsed at home. An

ambulancewas sent buthewas
dead.Thewife’sreportcameout
positive on themorningofMay
24. As per protocol, they don’t
takeaswabfromadeadbodybut
swabsofcloserelativesaretaken.”
JavedZakaria,presidentofthe

Muslimorganisation,said,“After
Akolareportedits firstdeath,we
decided to perform funerals for
thosewhose families areunable
todoso.Wehadpermissionfrom
theparentsforthefirstone.Since

then,wehaveperformed60 fu-
nerals,ofwhich21wereofCovid
patients. Five of thesewere of
Hindus.”He also saidhis volun-
teers wore protective gear
throughout, and inmost cases,
stop after laying out the pyre.
However, in Sunday’s funeral,
they also lit the pyre, he added.
Whiletheman’ssoncouldnotbe
contacted, Rajurkar said he did
not attend the funeral but pro-
videdRs5,000fortheceremony.

In Akola, Muslims light Hindu man’s pyre as son ‘refuses’

MAHARASHTRA

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI,MAY25

THESTATEgovernmentinformed
the Bombay High Court on
Mondaythatthreeprisonerswho
died — one each in Yerawada,
TalojaandDhuleprisons—were
foundpositive for Covid-19after
death.
State Inspector General of

PrisonsSunilRamanand,inanaf-
fidavit,statedthatthreemorein-
mateshavebeenfoundpositivein
Dhuledistrict prisonandareun-
dertreatment.
Earlierthismonth,158prison-

ers and26 staffmembers tested
positive for coronavirus in

Mumbai’sArthurRoadJail,
The state’s submission came

after theHC, onMay19directed
the state to file a comprehensive
responsetothepleasraisingcon-
cernsoverseveralinmatesandjail
staff testingpositive and seeking
relief forprisonersacrossjails.
According to the state’s reply,

while the total capacity of
Maharashtra prisons is 24,000,
current population inprisons as
onMay10was34,000.
Thepleashadsoughtfromthe

state to ensure the inmateshave
freeaccesstoprotectivegear,hand
sanitisers and soaps. An NGO,
People’sUnion for Civil Liberties
(PUCL),andothershadmovedthe
HCseekingtherelief.

88% cases asymptomatic, 84% deaths
had comorbid conditions: TN Minister

CVijayabaskar

New Delhi
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IN THE light of emerging evi-
dence, the World Health
Organizationhastemporarilysus-
pended allocation of patients in
the hydroxychloroquine armof
the Solidarity Trial. A callwill be
takenonce theexistingevidence
hasbeenreviewed.Patientswho
wererandomisedtotheHCQarm
earlierwill complete their treat-
ment. Thedecisionwas taken in
anextraordinarymeeting of the
executive groupof theSolidarity
TrialonSunday.
The decision comes in the

wakeofaseriesoftrialsbeingre-
ported which did not find any
benefit of HCQ being used in
Novel Coronavirus Disease
(Covid-19) patients. India, how-
ever,continuestousethedrugfor
prophylaxis among health and

otherfrontlineworkersandfam-
ilymembersofCovidpositivepa-
tients. It, along with
azithromycin, continues to be
India’s drug of choice for treat-
mentof severecases.
The executive group of the

SolidarityTrialreportedlydecided
toerrtowardsa“conservativeap-
proach”andimplementatempo-
rary suspensionof randomallo-
cationtothehydroxychloroquine
armwithin the Solidarity Trial
while the reviewof evidenceoc-
curs. Thiswasdonewithout any
associatedjudgementonwhether
ornot there is evidenceof harm,
benefit or lack of benefit caused
byhydroxychloroquine. The ex-
tensivereviewoftheevidencewill
beconductedbymid-June.
Among the evidence consid-

eredwhiletakingthedecisionisa
study,publishedinTheLancetlast
week,thatsaidthatwhilenoben-
efit was found for Covid, the

knownside-effectofHCQoffluc-
tuations in the heart rate was
noted. “Wewereunable to con-
firmabenefit of hydroxychloro-
quineorchloroquine,whenused
aloneorwithamacrolide, on in-
hospitaloutcomes forCOVID-19.
Eachof thesedrugregimenswas
associatedwithdecreasedin-hos-
pitalsurvivalandanincreasedfre-
quencyofventriculararrhythmias
when used for treatment of
COVID-19,” the researchers re-
ported in The Lancet. Another
study earlier thismonth in The
BMJ, too,saidthatwhilethedrug
did not seem to give significant
positives in COVID patients,
“Adverse eventswere higher in
hydroxychloroquine recipients
thaninnon-recipients.”
However, in a small study

published in the International
JournalofAntimicrobialAgentson
March 17, French scientists re-
ported: “Twenty cases were

treated inthisstudyandshowed
asignificantreductionoftheviral
carriage at D6-post inclusion
compared to controls, andmuch
lower average carryingduration
than reported of untreated pa-
tients in the literature. Azithro-
mycin added to hydroxychloro-
quine was significantly more
efficientforviruselimination.”
Hydroxychloroquineisadrug

usedinthetreatmentof autoim-
munediseases such as rheuma-
toid arthritis and lupus. It is also
usedforthepreventionofmalaria
anditstreatment;itisaderivative
of the anti-malaria drug chloro-
quine. Lately, its role is being in-
vestigated in the treatment and
preventionofCovid-19.
TheSolidarityTrial isamulti-

countrytrialanchoredbyWHOin
whichtheefficacyofvariousther-
apeutic options such as remde-
sivir, Hydroxychloroquine, rion-
avitandlopinavirarebeingtested.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY25

CHINAHASdecided to evacuate
from India its citizens, including
students, tourists andbusiness-
men,whoarefacing“difficulties”
inthecountryandwanttoreturn
inthewakeofCovid-19.
TheChineseembassyputout

a notice on itswebsiteMonday,
askingthosekeentoreturnhome
tobookticketsinspecial flights.
Themovecomes in thewake

ofIndiabecomingthe10thworst-
hit countryby thevirus—nearly
1.40lakhpeopleinIndiahavebeen
affected. The coronavirus,which
was first reported in theChinese
city ofWuhan inDecember, has
spread toover190countries, in-
fecting over 54 lakhpeople and
claimingthelivesof3.4lakh.India
hadevacuatedaround700Indians
fromWuhaninFebruary.
ThenoticebytheChineseem-

bassysaidthepeopleoptingtore-
turnhomewillhave toacceptall
quarantineandepidemicpreven-

tion arrangements during the
flightandafterenteringChina.
The notice inMandarin said

peopletreatedforcoronavirusin-
fectionorhavingsymptomsofthe
infection like fever and cough in
the last14daysshouldnotboard
thespecial flights.
“Throughtheunifiedarrange-

mentoftheministryofforeignaf-
fairs and relevant departments,
theChinesediplomatic andcon-
sularmissions in Indiawill assist
international students in India,
tourists,temporarybusinessvisi-
torswhohavedifficultiesandare
in urgent need to take a tempo-
rary flight back home toChina,”
accordingtothenotice.
It suggestedthatpeople from

someothercountriesmayalsobe
evacuated.Thenoticesaidthecost
of flight ticket andquarantine in
Chinawillhavetobebornebythe
evacuees.“Ifyourbodytempera-
tureexceeds37.3degrees (inclu-
sive) before boarding or if you
have suspected symptoms, you
will be refused boarding by the
airline,”thenoticesaid.

ABHISHEKSAHA
GUWAHATI,MAY25

TWODAYSafteravegetableven-
dor in Assam was beaten to
death by five people—an inci-
dent that was given a religious
colouronsocialmedia—thepo-
licearrestedtwooftheassailants
and prima facie rejected ru-
moursthatitwasa“communal”
killing.
TheassaulttookplaceatHajo

in Kamrup (Rural) district after
the bicycle of the vendor, 40-
year-oldSanatanDeka,hitatwo-
wheeler. Those riding the two-
wheelerstartedbeatingupDeka
andwerejoinedbythreeoftheir
friends, three senior police offi-
cers toldThe IndianExpress.
Local residents helped the

police identify the accused, fol-
lowingwhichtwoof themwere
nabbedonMonday.
On the socialmedia, unveri-

fied claims about the incident
beinga“communalmob lynch-
ing” carried out by “outsiders”
started doing the rounds since
Sundaynight.
The three police officers

mentioned above denied there
wasanymob.Oneof themsaid:
“Therewere twomain accused
whokilled the victim. It started
because of a traffic accident.”
Kamrup SP Partha Sarathi

Mahanta said the police were
lookingintoalltheaspectsofthe
case.Headdedthatappropriate
action would be taken if any
communal linkwas found.
Chief Minister Sarbananda

Sonowal has announced a one-
time financial relief of Rs 2 lakh
forDeka’s family.

Assam: Two
held for beating
vegetable
vendor to death

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI,MAY25

EVEN AS Assam battles the
Covid-19 pandemic, five of its
districtshavebeeninundatedby
floodwatersafterincessantrain.
More than 30,000 people and
9,804 animals have been af-
fected in Lakhimpur, Dhemaji,
Dibrugarh, Darrang and
Goalpara.
On Monday, the Regional

MeteorologicalCentre (RMC) in
Guwahati,predictedheavyrain-
fall in the Northeastern region
for thenext fivedays. It issueda
redwarning—extremely heavy
rainfall—inKokrajhar,Baksaand
Chirangdistrictsforthenexttwo
days. Rain—medium toheavy—
is expected in other parts of the
statetoo.“Therainwillcontinue
aspertheforecast for fivedays,”
said Dr Sanjay O'Neill Shaw of
RMC.
According to Pankaj

Chakravarty, State Project
Coordinator, Assam State
DisasterManagementAuthority,

the flood situation is under
control.
“Yes,waterswill rise but the

situationisnotverybadtillnow,”
hesaid,“Allriversaren’tflowing
above danger levels. It is only
when all rivers flowabovedan-
gerlevelthatwehavesomething
toworryabout.”
Currently, the Jia Bharali in

Sonitpur district and Puthimari
in Kamrup district are flowing
above thedanger level.
AsperareleasebytheAssam

State Disaster Management
Authority, 8,941 people have
been shifted to 33 relief camps
in the Goalpara district. These
are the first camps set up as per
the Assam government’s new
guidelines keeping inmind the
Covid-19pandemic.
“This time the camps are

more spaced out.Where there
wouldbeonecampbeforenow
there are two so that social dis-
tancingnormscanbefollowed,”
said Varnali Deka, Deputy
Commissioner of Goalpara dis-
trict,where8,941peoplearecur-
rently in the camps — either

school buildings or community
halls. “Our teamhascheckedall
the people for temperature,
those with symptoms are iso-
latedandput inhealthcentres,”
she said adding thatmasks and
sanitisershavebeenprovidedto
the evacuees. The SDRF and
NDRF have rescued 400 people
fromGoalpara so far.
As per the ASDMA release,

579 hectares of crop area has
been destroyed, roads and
bridgeswerebreached,andero-
sionwasreportedinLakhimpur,
SonitpurandUdalguridistricts.
On Sunday, Chief Minister

SarbanandaSonowaldirectedall
DeputyCommissionerstosetup
separate cells to carry out relief
andrescueoperationssince“the
State government is fighting
againstCOVID-19andfloodand
erosionsimultaneously.”
OnMonday,Assamreported

its highest single day COVID-19
spike so far, with 147 cases re-
portedtill theevening.Thetotal
numberof reportedcases inthe
stateare539,outofwhich*470*
areactive.

Clouds loomoverthestatueofAhomgeneralLachitBorphukanontheBrahmaputra in
GuwahationMonday. PTI

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MAY25

MEMBERSOF anoutfit founded
by former VHP chief Praveen
Togadiahave ransackedamovie
setresemblingachurchthatwas
erectednearaShivatempleonthe
banks of Periyar river near
Ernakulam. The location is
a venue for the annual
Mahashivaratri festival. Later on
Mondayevening,policearrested
Rashtriya Bajrang Dal leader
RatheeshMalayatoor.
After an uproar over social

mediaagainstthefilmset,agroup
affiliated to the Antarashtriya
Hindu Parishad (AHP) and its
youthwing RashtriyaBajrangDal
reached the setwith hammers
andransackedit.
ThesetfortheTovinoThomas-

starrerMinnalMuraliwasputup
onlandownedbytheKaladilocal
self-governmentbody.According
to panchayat president Thulasi
Bai, the setwasput up inMarch
with permission from the pan-
chayat but the shootingwasde-
layed owing to the lockdown to
curbCovid-19.
AHP state general secretary

Hari Palode said in a Facebook
post, “Wehavedecided topull it
down.Swabhimaanshouldbede-
fended.When such a structure
waserectedatKaladi sandbanks
infrontofMahaDeva,wehadob-
jectedtoit.Wedon’thaveahabit
of pleading before others.
CongratulationstoallBajrangDal

activitieswhoparticipatedinthe
seva and Rashtriya BajrangDal
Ernakulampresident Ratheesh
Malayatoor,wholedtheworkers.
LetMahaDevablessthem.’’
The police have registered a

caseagainst50peoplebasedona
complaintbySudeepKumar, the
secretaryofMahaShivaratri fes-
tivalcommittee,whichgavecon-
sent forsettingupthefilmseton
thebanksoftheriver,500metres
awayfromthetemple.Kumarsaid
a hate campaign had started on
socialmediaafterthecommittee
gave permission for the shoot.
“Wewere, in fact, excited about
theshootinganddidnotfindany-
thingobjectionable,’’hesaid.
ChiefMinisterPinarayiVijayan

said the attack on the film set
should not have happened.
“Normally,noonepreventsshoot-
ing of a film. But in the recent
times, certain communal forces
haveturnedagainstthefilm.There
have been attempts to obstruct
certainfilmshooting...Keralaisnot
aplace for communal forces and
strong action would be taken
againstsuchmoves,’’hesaid.
Thefilm’sdirectorBasilJoseph

expressed his anguish on
Facebook. “I don’t knowwhat to
say.Forsomepeople,thismaybe
a joke, a troll or publicitymove.
But for us, thiswas adream.At a
time when we are all fighting
against a pandemic together,
whenwe all stoodwith uncer-
tainty,wedidn’tthinkeveninour
dreams that something like this
couldhappen.EspeciallyinKerala.
Weareverysadandanxious’’.

Togadia’s outfit
ransacks church
film set near Shiva
temple in Kerala

China to evacuate
its citizens facing
‘difficulties’ in India

30,000 affected in Assam
floods, more rain predicted

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,MAY25

THEJAMMUandKashmirPolice
onMonday said that they have
busted a hideout in a shop
owned by a senior government
official in south Kashmir’s
Pulwama.
Thefamilyoftheofficer,how-

ever,rejectedtheallegations,say-
ing it was not a “hideout”, and
thatthesearchingpartydidn’tre-
coveranything.
A J&K Police spokesperson

saidonMondaythat joint forces
busted a hideout from a shop
ownedbyNazirAhmadWaniat
BellowDhargund in Pulwama.
The police release issued on
Monday has come two days af-
ter the forces conducted search
at theofficial’shouse.
Wani is presently posted as

NaibTehsildarinTehsilPulwama.
InApril,hehadsubmittedawrit-
tencomplaintafterhisdriverwas
assaultedbypolice inPulwama.
“Duringthesearchinthearea,

the joint teambusted a hideout
in a shop belonging to one per-
son identified as Nazir Ahmad
Wani, son of Abdul AhadWani,
residentofBellowDhargund.The
joint teamwere able to recover
incriminatingmaterials, includ-
ing huge quantity of arms and
ammunition, fromthehideout,”
saidtherelease.
Police said that it has been

found during the investigation
thatWaniwas providing “logis-
ticsupport”tomilitants.“Officers
duringthecourseofinvestigation
learntaboutNazir’sinvolvement
in providing logistic support to
the terrorists. He also revealed
thatheisaGovtemployeeandis
presently posted as Naib
TehsildarinTehsilPulwama,”the
police release said, adding that
they have registered a case and
investigation isunderway.
Theofficer’sfamilymembers

saidtheydealinpesticidesandit
wasacoldstorageareaandnota
hideout.Wani andhis elder son
are in police custody, the family
memberssaid.

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,MAY25

TWOMILITANTSwerekilled ina
gunbattlewithandsecurityforces
insouthKashmir’sKulgamdistrict
onMonday,policesaid.
According to the Jammu &

Kashmir Police, the encounter
tookplaceatavillageintheKhud-
HanjiporaareaearlyonMonday.
Security forces had received in-
puts about thepresence ofmili-
tants in the area late on Sunday
night,officerssaid.
“Assearchpartiesdrewcloser

tothesuspectedhouse,theterror-
ists fired indiscriminately upon
the searchparty. The firewas ef-
fectively retaliated, inwhich two
terroristswereneutralised,”are-
lease by the Jammu&Kashmir
Policesaid.
According to the police, the

identitiesofthemilitantsandtheir
affiliationsarebeingascertained.
“The operationwas clean—no
collateraldamage,”thepolicesaid.
According to police sources,

twopistolsandagrenadewerere-
covered fromthe slainmilitants.
“We didn't recover any heavy
weapons from them,” said an
official.
Soon after the encounter

brokeout,localresidentsallegedly
threw stones at security forces,
leading to clashes. “The stone-
peltingwas controlled,” said a
seniorpoliceofficer.
Dr Nazir Chowdhary, the

Medical Superintendent of the
SMHSHospital in Srinagar told
The Indian Express that theyhad
received four peoplewithpellet
injuries fromKulgam. “Fourpel-
let cases were received from
Kulgamtoday. Their condition is
stableatpresent,”hesaid.

2 militants gunned down
in Kulgam encounter

Hideout in govt official’s
shop busted, say J&K police

SOLIDARITYTRIAL

WHOsuspendsallocationof
patients toHCQarmfornow

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAMMU,MAY25

VILLAGERS ALONG the
International Border in Jammu
andKashmir’sKathuadistricton
Sunday captured a pigeon sus-
pected to be carrying a coded
message,policesaidonMonday.
Senior Superintendent of

Police (SSP), Kathua, Shalinder
KumarMishra said the pigeon
was flying overManyari village
inHiranagar sector along the IB
and had flown in from the
Pakistanside.
The villagers have handed it

overtothepolicewhoarework-
ingtodecipherthe“codedmes-
sage’’,writtenonaringattached
tooneof its legs,Mishratoldthe
media. One of thewings of the
pigeonwasmarkedred,sources
saidaddingthattheringwasalso
red incolour.
Suchactivitiesalongthebor-

derfencehavetobeviewedseri-
ously in view of past experi-
ences,Mishrasaid to reporters.

Pigeon ‘carrying coded
message’ caught flying
along IB in Kathua: Cops

Policeareworkingto
decipher the ‘coded
message’writtenonaring
attachedto its leg.ANI

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABADMAY25

THE MYSTERY behind the
deathsofninepeople inAndhra
Pradesh’s Warangal district,
whose bodies were found in a
well near a jute mill in
GorekuntavillageonMay21and
May 22, was solved Tuesday
when the police arrested 30-
year-old mill worker Sanjay
KumarYadav for theirmurders.
Warangal Police

Commissioner Dr V Ravinder
told The Indian Express that
Sanjay,whohailsfromBiharand
worked at the mill, was living
with a woman named Rafika
and her three children. Rafika
was thenieceofMaqsoodAlam
—whosebodywas found in the
well along with bodies of his
wife, daughter, both sons and a
grand-daughter. The bodies of

three othermigrantworkers —
Sriram and Shyam from Bihar
and Shakeel Ahmed from
Tripura—whowerenot related
to the familywere also found in
thewell.
Maqsoodhadmigratedfrom

West Bengal 20 years ago and
was living with his family in a
room in the jutemill's godown.
Police said Rafika had come to
Maqsood’shousewithherthree
childrenaboutfiveyearsagoand
hehadhelpedhergetajobatthe
jutemill. She also used to cook

for Sanjay, who used to live
nearby. The two then got into a
relationship and subsequently,
Rafika and her children had
movedtoSanjay’shouse.
According to Ravinder,

“Recently,RafikascoldedSanjay
for misbehaving with her
daughter and admonished him
fortryingtoluretheteenagegirl
whilehehadpromisedtomarry
her. That iswhen he decided to
eliminate Rafika. When
Maqsood and his familymem-
bers threatened togo to thepo-
lice, he eliminated them too.
Shyam, Sriram and Shakeel
Ahmed became victims too be-
cause theywere present at the
godown on May 20 evening
when Sanjaywent to eliminate
theAlamfamily.’’
On March 7, Sanjay and

Rafika left forWest Bengal in a
Garib Rath train, reportedly af-
ter he convinced her that they

will getmarried after talking to
her relatives in that state.
However, Sanjay gave her

buttermilk lacedwith sleeping
pills and strangled her at about
3amwhilethetrainwaspassing
throughWest Godavari district
of Andhra Pradesh. He then
dumped the body out of the
train.
OnMay20,Sanjayvisitedthe

jute mill with 50-60 sleeping
pills in tow.He found the entire
familysittingoutsidetheirroom.
The two workers from Bihar,
Shyam and Sriram, were also
presentat the time.
Underthepretextof fetching

water,Sanjaythenwentintothe
roomwherethefamilywasstay-
ing andmixed the pills in their
dal. He then proceeded to the
first floor and laced the food of
the youths fromBihar also. The
thirdworker, Shakeel, ate with
Maqsood’s family thatday.

9BODIESFOUND INWELL INANDHRA’SWARANGAL

To hide one murder, man kills family, 3 others

Lucknow:Amanwasbookedina
seditioncaselodgedatPrayagraj’s
Shiv Kuti police station for a
Facebook post, in which he al-
legedlymade an objectionable
comment against Uttar Pradesh
ChiefMinisterYogiAdityanath.
Thecomplaintwaslodgedby

Sub-Inspector Amrita Singh on
Saturday,basedonwhichtheFIR
waslodged.Itstates,“...(He)used
abusive language against Yogi
Adityanath… Through his
FacebookID,heistryingtodisturb
peaceinthecountryandisdisre-
specting honourable CM Yogi
Adityanath...”
Prayagraj SSP Satyarth

AniruddhaPankajtoldTheIndian
Express, “During the investiga-
tion,wewillknowabouttheac-
cused. Our Cyber cell teams are
collectinghisdetails.” ENS

The30-year-oldfirst
killedthewomanhe
livedwith,aftershe
hadadmonishedhim
formisbehavingwith
herdaughter

Man booked for
sedition over
Facebook post
on Adityanath

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAIPUR,MAY25

LARGE SWARMS of locusts on
Monday overran several resi-
dential localities of Jaipur. This
month is the first timesince the
early 1990s that locust swarms
fromWestern Rajasthan have
made theirway into Jaipur, said
officials from the Agriculture
Department,addingthatsimilar
swarms of the crop-devouring
insects would likely be seen in
thecomingdays.
“Since the last one year, lo-

custswarmshaveresultedinse-
rious losses for farmers.Webe-
lievethistimetheswarmscame
all thewaytoJaipurbecausethe
locusts couldn’t findanycropto
consume—most of the crophas
alreadybeenharvested,”saidBR
Karwa, deputy director at the
AgricultureDepartment
“OnMay 22, similar locust

swarmshadenteredJaipur.This
wasthefirst instancesince1993
that locust swarms entered the
city,”hesaid.
The swarm, originating in

North-West Pakistan, passed
through Barmer and Jaisalmer

districtsbeforearrivingatJaipur
throughNagaurandSikar.
“Thelocustswentoverlocal-

ities such as Vidhyadhar Nagar
and Shastri Nagar before flying
towardsDausa.Therewerelakhs
of locusts coming fromwestern
Rajasthan after originating in
Pakistan,” saidKarwa.
Headded that the state gov-

ernment,alongwiththeCentre,
had deputed several teams to
controlthelocustattackthrough

thesprayingof pesticides.
“After staying in Jaipur for a

few hours, the swarmwent to-
wards Dausa. Generally locust
swarms arrive during winters
but this timeithasstartedearly.
We are expecting more such
swarms in the coming days,”
saidKarwa.
Locust attacks have been a

majorconcerninRajasthansince
last year, with swarms damag-
ing largeportionsof crops.

Aswarmof locusts inaresidentialarea in Jaipur.Rohit JainParas

Locusts enter Jaipur localities,
officials say more likely on way
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AGAINST WORKERS
UPgovernmentbidtotakeonpowertogivepermissionfor
employmentelsewhereillservesthoseitprofessestoprotect

A TAWEBINARonSunday,UttarPradeshChiefMinisterYogiAdityanathspoke
about theproblemsof thosewhohavetomoveoutof thestate toearntheir
livelihoods.Heannouncedthata“MigrationCommission”willbeestablished
to helpworkerswhohave returned to the state amid the lockdown. The

Commissionwill findways to guarantee social security toworkers, provide them jobs ac-
cordingtotheirskills.TheCMalsocriticisedotherstatesfornottakingcareofworkersfrom
UPduringthelockdown.Forsure,thesalienceofwelfareschemesformigrants—insurance,
legal support, unemployment allowance—and theneed for better employment avenues
forthem,cannotbeoverstated.TheUPCM’sstatedconcernforthedignityofworkersfrom
thestateinworkplacesinotherstatesisalsowelcome.Butarelevantinterventiononanim-
portantissueframedbytheongoingpublichealthemergencyassumedaproblematicover-
tonewhentheUPCMsaid:“Withoutourpermission,ourpeoplecannotbetakenbyother
states”. Quite simply,what the chiefminister has proposed is against the interests of the
workers he is professing concern for. It also goes against a fundamental tenet of the
Constitution:ClausesdandeofArticle19guaranteecitizenstherighttomovefreelythrough-
outthecountry.
Thepublicexchangeontheissueofthestrandedandvulnerablemigrantworkforcehas

thrownupseveralquestionableandunseemlyinterventionssofar.Morethan20lakhmi-
grantshave reportedly returned toUP in the twomonths after PrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi’s announcement of a nationwide lockdown dried up their sources of livelihood.
WhiletheUPgovernmentdidmobilisebusestoferrybackstrandedmigrants,alargenum-
berof themhavehadtoundertakearduous journeys to returnhome.Earlier thismonth,
theUPgovernmentsparredwiththegovernmentofMaharashtraoverlogisticsforthere-
turningmigrants.Lastweek,itengagedinabattleofone-upmanshipwiththeOpposition
Congressoverbusestotransportworkersbacktothestate.Unfortunately,onthisissue,the
Adityanathgovernmentdoesnotseemtobeanexception.BusesfromJharkhandhavere-
portedlybeenturnedback fromtheBengalborder, theBihargovernmentgaveonlyare-
luctant nod to bringingmigrants by Shramik Special trains, Jharkhand has accused
ChhattisgarhofsendingbackpeoplewhotestedCOVID-19,andittookapublicuproarfor
theKarnatakagovernmenttorevoke itsordercancellingtrains formigrants.
TheUPgovernment canbe said tobeattempting touse theemergency createdby the

pandemictogive itself unduepowersover itscitizens.Thedecisionofworkers toreturnto
theirworksites,ornot,isbestlefttothem.Ofcourse,thehomestatesmayhavelegitimatewor-
ries about theirworking conditions.Negotiationsbetween states should informefforts to
createandstrengthensocialsecurityforworkers—notunilateral,unconstitutionaldecisions.

THINK SMARTER
SmartCitiesMission,whichwastoapproachurbanplanning
creatively,perpetuatesthetraditionalneglectofhealth

O FALLTHE lessons that thepandemichas taughtacivilisation thathadbe-
come improbably confident of its beliefs, perhaps themost unsettling is
that themost technologicallycapablenationscannotprotect the livesand
health of their citizens from amedieval plague. It follows that a political

culture and economic system invested in the ideal of ever-increasing GDPmust invest
more in thehealthof itscitizens,whopowertheengineof growth.Historically, Indiahas
hesitated to invest adequately in school education andhealth, the twin foundations of a
maturesociety,andthesesectorsremainedneglectedevenbythereformsprocess.Now,
it appears that even the newest innovation for optimising spaces and communities for
growth,theSmartCitiesMission,hasn’tunderstoodthefoundationalimportanceofhealth.
The figuresareappalling.Only1.18percentof the5,861projectsokayedsince2015are

foraugmentinginfrastructureandcapabilityinhealth.Infiscalterms,theyaccountforonly
1.03percentofthevolumeinvestedbytheMission.Plumbinganabyssalnadirintheimpor-
tanceaccordedtohealth, this iseven lower thantheshamefully inadequate1.6percentof
GDPwhichthestatesandtheCentretogethersetaside forhealth in2019-20.Forcompari-
son,thetotalhealthexpenditureintheUSin2017was17.9percentofGDP,ofwhichthestate
contributedover 8.5per cent.Of the30municipal jurisdictionswhich account for 79per
centofcases,17aresmartcities—and,of them,onlysevenhaveinvestedMissionfundsdi-
rectlyinhealth.HotspotslikeJaipurandSurathavenohealthprojectsatallundertheMission.
As theMission clarifies on its website, a smart city has no absolute definition. The

termoriginatedamongWesternplannerstodescribeacitywhichusesInternetofThings
data tooptimise its services. The Indianministryof housingandurbanaffairsmentions
thisaspectinonlyoneof theeightfeaturesit listsforasmartcity.Therestfocusonurban
planningstrategiesforqualityof life,suchasreducingpollutionandimprovinglanduse.
Healthismentionedonlyinonepoint,whichdiscussesurbanidentityconferredthrough
local economic activities likemaking sports goods and hosiery, and providingmedical
facilities.Health isnotacknowledgedasthesubstrateofproductivity.Wecanonlyhope
that thepandemicdrives thepointhome,andtheMissionpivots tohealth.

THE QUIET LEGEND
BalbirSinghwasthecunningcraftsman,ano-frillspragmatist,
forwhomonlygoals, goldmedalsandteam-workmattered

I NARARE television interview three years ago, Balbir Singh Senior, three-time
Olympicgold-winninghero,whodiedonMonday,explainedtheguidingphilos-
ophyofhislifeandcareer:“Invisibilityismycomfortzone.”Toremaininvisibleon
thefieldisperhapsthebiggestvirtueofacentreforward,toslipbetweenthelurk-

ing defensive lines andwriggle through lashing sticks. In a teamof artistes, in an era of
when high-speed dribblingwas romanticised, Balbirwas the cunning craftsman, a no-
frillspragmatistforwhomonlygoals,goldmedalsandteam-workmattered.Thecloakof
invisibilityhesoproudlyworewasarguablythereasonheremainedanonymousformost
ofhislifetime,andwhyhe’sscarcelyromanticisedliketheothergreatstylistsofthegame.
It’s a sportingaltruism:The lensofhistory isunkindtomenwhostepawayfromthe

limelight. It prefers the showstoppers, not the hardworking, self-effacing playerswho
mighthavebeenno less indispensable in shapinghistory. Like JorgeBurruchagawas to
DiegoMaradona, like Vava andDidi to Pele, like ArthurMorris to Donald Bradman. Or
like Balbir Sigh to Dhyan Chand. Theywere all heroes, butmyth-weavers did not knit
sparkinghalosaroundtheheads. It’snotthatBalbircouldnotdribbleorreverse-flick,but
thathe thought thosewere redundant tohis functionandrole.
So while historians consider the eight goals Dhyan Chand stroked in the Berlin

Olympics(1936)finalasthepinnacleof Indianhockey, thefiveBalbirscoredinIndia’s6-
1thrashingoftheNetherlandsinthe1952Gameswasarguablytougher.Itarrivedatatime
whenhockeyhadevolvedconsiderably andagainst amuchstronger and ruggedDutch
team,whodespitelosingthefinaliscreditedasafoundingfatherofmodern-dayhockey,
whichisdecisivelymoreathleticthanartistic.Butforgetthemnot,forwithouttheirsweat,
sacrificeandselflessness,historywouldhavebeenlesshistoric, legendswouldhavebeen
merelymen.Balbir, themanfondof self-deprecation,wasa true legend.

The Ladakh warning

P Stobdan

SowmyaDechammaCC

AsChinaintrudesacrossLAC, Indiamustbealertto
largerstrategicshift,a lastingimprintongeopolitics

MIGRATION: OURS AND THEIRS
Some journeysareaboutchoice, othersare forceddisplacement

AFTERDOWNPLAYINGTHEborderstand-off
for over twoweeks, the government has fi-
nally dismissed China’s accusations of the
Indian Army crossing the Line of Actual
Control.Instead,thePLAhasintrudedintothe
Indian sideof the LAC, disruptednormalpa-
trolling, anddestroyedposts andbridges on
theGalwanNalaatChang-Chenmo.
Looking at the issue only from the LAC

anglewouldbeamistake.Remember, inthe
wake of the abrogation of Article 370 and
35A, there was a sudden outburst from
BeijingovermakingLadakhaUnionTerritory
(UT). China described India’smove as “un-
acceptable”, undermining its “sovereignty”
— even raised the issue at the UNSC. India
dismissedChina’sassertion,termedLadakh’s
newstatusasan“internalmatter”having“no
implication for India’s external boundaries
or theLACwithChina”.
While Indiahaspursued itscorenational

interests in J&K,China’s responsewasstrate-
gic—a shift thatmayhave a lasting imprint
ongeopolitics.Wehavebeenharpingonthe
“differing perception” theory of the LAC for
decades,butinrealityChinahasbeengaining
controloveramassive“disputedterritory”in
EasternLadakhsincethe1980s.
The Chinese firstmade encroachments

intothe45-kmlongSkakjungpasturelandin
Demchok-Kuyul sector.This resulted in local
Changpas of Chushul, Tsaga, Nidar, Nyoma,
Mud,Dungti, Kuyul, Lomavillages gradually
losing their winter grazing that sustained
80,000 sheep/goats and 4,000 yak/ponies
everywinter.
Ladakh’searlierborderlayatKeguNaro—

a day-longmarch fromDumchele. Starting
fromthelossofNagtsangin1984,followedby
Nakung (1991) and Lungma-Serding (1992),
the lastbit of Skakjungwas lost in2008. The
PLAfollowedthenomadicReboroutesforpa-
trolling in contrast to Indian authorities re-
strictingRebomovementsthatledtothemas-
sive shrinking of pastureland and border
defence.
By the 2000s, the PLA’s focus shifted to

desolate, inhospitable Chip Chapwhich re-
mains inaccessible until end-March. After
mid-May, water streams impede vehicles
moving across Shyok, Galwan, and Chang-
Chenmoriversleavingonlyamonthandahalf
for effectivepatrollingby the Indian side.No
humanbeings inhabit here, a 1962war site,
an entry point into Ladakh for theUyghurs
and Tibetans. Local Ladakhi personnel

manned theposts here, but patrolling in the
972sqkmTrigHeightareahasbeenlax.
EasieraccessibilityallowedthePLAto in-

trude into Chip Chapwith impunity during
July-August—itsregularsusuallyspentafew
hoursbeforecrossingback.But,duringthe21-
dayDepsangstand-off in2013,whenBurtse
became a flashpoint, the PLA set up remote
camps18-19kminsideIndianterritory.
The ShyamSaranReport of August 2013

madeachillingrevelationofIndiahavinglost
640sqkmdueto“areadenial”setbyPLApa-
trolling. The government denied the report,
but Chinese soldiers virtually prevented
IndiantroopsfromgettingaccesstoRakinala
nearDaulatBeg-Olde(DBO)wheretheIAFre-
activatedtheworld'shighestlandingstripsin
2008. Thisplus the reopeningof Fukcheand
NyomaairbasesperhapsprovokedthePLA’s
intrusioninDepsang.
ThearmydeniedthatLadakhhadshrunk.

Changeintherivercoursewascitedasarea-
son for the loss of 500-1,500metres of land
annually.India’sstepped-upconstructionac-
tivitiesmayhaveprovokedChinaintoaccus-
ingIndiaofalteringtheLACposition.Despite
topographicalchallengesandcorruption,the
BROhas lately fast-tracked the 260 km long
Shayok-DBOroadconstructionthatprobably
triggeredthePLAintrusioninearlyMayspark-
ingthecurrentGalwanstand-off.
Towards thesouthatPangongTso, forces

hadphysical scufflesoverarea-denial forpa-
trolling at Sirijap onMay5-6 andonMay11.
The situation remains tense at Sirijap’s cliff
spurs and also at the Tso,where troops are
chasingeachotherinhigh-speedpatrolboats.
Clearly, intrusions are part of China’s never-
endingefforttopushIndiantroopswestward
of the Indus and Shyok rivers and reach the
1960claimedline.
Out of the 857 sq km long border in

Ladakh only 368 sq km is the International
Border, and the rest of the 489 sq km is the
LAC.Thetwotraditionaldisputedpoints in-
cluded Trig Heights andDemchok. At eight
points, the two sideshavedifferingpercep-
tions— Samar Lungpa 176 sq km, Depsang
Plains 972, Hot Spring 38, Changlung 13,
Kungkala-Phobrang5,Sarjap129,Spanguur
24,andDhumtsele25sqkm.Butlately,China
has raised two fresh dispute points at
PangongTso83sqkmandatChumurwhere
itclaims80sqkm.Theolddisputesiteswere
at the end point of Pangong Tso and at
Chushul—the1962battle-site.

TheSirijaprangeonthenorthernbankof
thelakeremainsmostcontested,fromwhich
severalcliff spursjutout—the“fingerseries”
1to8.India’sLACclaimlineisatFinger-8,but
theactualpositionisonlyuptoFinger-4.The
Chineseareassertingfurtherwesttoclaim83
sq kmhere. The PLAhas built a 4.5 km long
road to prevent patrolling by Indian troops.
ThePLA’sroadnetworkfromhereextendsto
Huangyangtan base located near National
HighwayG219.
Further south inDemchok, China claims

some150sqkm.ThePLAhasbuiltmassivein-
frastructure on its side, moved armoured
troopsintoChardingNallasince2009.Tibetan
nomads pitch tents onHemisMonastery’s
landthroughout2018-2019.
In Chumur, China claims 80 sq km and

probablywants a straight border from PT-
4925 to PT-5318 tobring TibleMane (stupa)
area under its control. For India, holding of
ChumuriscriticalforthesafetyoftheManali-
Lehroute.Remember,thePLAdemandedre-
moval of India’s fortified positions in Burtse
(2013)andDemchokandChumur(2014) for
itsretreat.
Overall, thepatternshowsthePLA’sdes-

perate design to snatch the lake at Lukung
throughathree-prongedstrategyofattacking
fromSirijapinthenorth,Chuchulinthesouth
andthroughthelakewaterfrommiddle.This
isthekeychokepointfromwheretheChinese
cancutoff Indianaccesstotheentireflankof
ChipChapplains, Aksai Chin in the east and
ShayokValleytothenorth,whichmeansthat
Indian control is pushed to thewest of the
ShyokriverandsouthoftheIndusriver,forc-
ing India to accept both rivers as natural
boundaries. And once China gets control of
thesouthernsideoftheKarakoramitcaneas-
ily approach Siachen Glacier from the
Depsang corridor andmeet at Tashkurgan
junction fromwhere the CPEC crosses into
Gilgit-Baltistan.
Thatwould be disastrous for Indian de-

fence,leavingthestrategicNubravulnerable,
possibly impacting even India's hold over
Siachen. China’s access to Changla-pass
throughLukungandTangtsewouldthreaten
theentireIndusValley.Itisquitepossiblethat
China is eyeing the waters of the Shyok,
Galwan andChang-Chenmo rivers, to divert
themtothearidAksaiChinanditsAliregion.

Thewriter,a formerambassador,
isanexpertonIndia-Chinaaffairs

My13-year-oldsonandeight-year-olddaugh-
terwere as eager to get back fromNewYork
city asmuch as they had looked forward to
being there. The story of my homecoming
soundsquite crasswhen I read the stories of
migrantworkerswaiting to return home. It
took the intervention of theKarnatakaHigh
Court toorder thegovernment topayfor the
travel of themigrantswhohadnowork, no
pay and nomoney to get back to their dear
ones. Itdidnotmattertomanyinhighplaces
that theywere dying of exhaustion on their
walkbackhome,orbeingrunoveronrailway
tracksandhighways.
As Iwrite this froman institutional five-

star quarantine facility in Hyderabad, our
biggest revolution is against the hotelman-
agementandwiththegovernmentorders—
askingforsomefreshairtobeletintoourair-
conditioned rooms. Coronavirus hasmade
thismuch clear:Wehave one set of people
fightingtobeoutinHyderabad’ssummerair,
and there is another set, numericallymuch
larger,whoseonlypossessionperhaps is the
will towalkhundredsofmiles in thehotsun
towardstheirhomes.
Mostpeoplequarantined inourhotel are

aged/middle-aged, upper-caste parents re-
turning fromtheUS, the landwhere themi-
grants’dreamscometrue.Imaynothavetheir
caste andmoneyed capital, but they donot

havemyculturalcapital.Yes,Iknowtheircaste.
Many make it a point to tell their second
names,indicatingtheircaste.Ialsohadpeople
askingmeifIwasvegetarian,orwell,Brahmin.
TheseparentswhomIinteractwitharenotflu-
ent in English, they are scaredof conversing
withthemanagementorthedoctororthepo-
lice stationed24/7 at thehotel. Some relyon
me(andmychildren)tonavigatetechnology,
fill forms inEnglish, and to talk towhichever
authority.Butyet, theywereable tomeet the
exorbitant cost of the ticket from theUS to
India,choosethe“premiumcategory”ofquar-
antine,andevenbickeraboutthefoodserved
tous.Aswewaittoreceivethefoodservedout-
sidetheroominthehotelcorridor, conversa-
tionsrangefromhowmanychildreneachhas
intheUStowhat isservedintheotherhotels
where their acquaintances are quarantined,
andhowsuffocatingitcangetinsideACrooms.
WeevenventuredtoaskforbiryanionEid.
Do I need to contrast these US-migrant

dreamswith dreams ofmigrants’ stories of
homecomingwithin India? Theprotagonist
of the Indian-American dream is not ami-
grant-worker.Theirsislargelyastoryofchoice.
This cannot be the story of theworker-mi-
grant,more often thannot belonging to the
so-calledlowercastesandtoAdivasicommu-
nities,displacedfromtheirhomelandsmulti-
pletimesforvariousreasons,themostpopu-

larreasonbeingthatofthe“greatercommon
good”,withoutchoiceorvoice.
Iwas anxious about returning fromNew

York,whereIhadgoneonafellowship. Ikept
writingtoeveryoneIcould, fromtheambas-
sadorofIndiaintheUStofriends,aboutrepa-
triation flights. The Indian embassy always
replied.Was this kind of efficiency available
tothemigrant-worker?Whatabouttheblue-
collarIndianworkersintheGulf?Iknowthat
in JordanandSingapore,workers from India
are struggling in dormitories. Itwas only in
earlyMay,nearly twomonthsafter the lock-
down,whentheeconomystartedopeningup,
that the Shramik trains started running.
Where and howdid thosewho travelled in
these spend the last twomonths? That they
hadtowaitinthescorchingsunwithluggage
ontheirheadforbusestotakethemtotherail-
waystation,thattheywerehoseddownwith
chemical disinfectantswhile booking their
tickets,thattheywadedthroughtheYamuna
inthehopeof reachinghome,thattherewas
nowaterandmanytimesthepacketsof food
giventothemwerestale, that theirdismem-
beredbodieslayontherailtracks,whilesome
ofusfoughttobeletoutforsomefreshairsays
alotaboutthesocietyweare.

Thewriterteachesatthe
UniversityofHyderabad

Despite topographical
challenges and corruption, the
BRO has lately fast-tracked
the 260 km long Shayok-
DBO road construction that
probably triggered the PLA
intrusion in early May
sparking the current Galwan
stand-off. Towards the south
at Pangong Tso, forces had
physical scuffles over area-
denial for patrolling at Sirijap
on May 5-6 and on May 11.
The situation remains tense
at Sirijap’s cliff spurs and also
at the Tso, where troops are
chasing each other in high-
speed patrol boats. Clearly,
intrusions are part of China’s
never-ending effort to push
Indian troops westward of the
Indus and Shyok rivers and
reach the 1960 claimed line.

The protagonist of the
Indian-American dream is
not a migrant-worker. Theirs
is largely a story of choice.
This cannot be the story of
the worker-migrant, more
often than not belonging to
the so-called lower castes and
to Adivasi communities,
displaced from their
homelands multiple times
for various reasons, the most
popular reason being that of
the ‘greater common good’,
without choice or voice.
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THEINDIANEXPRESS,TUESDAY,MAY26,2020 WORDLYWISE
Cities force growth, andmakemen talkative

and entertaining, but theymake them
artificial. — RALPH WALDO EMERSONTHEEDITORIALPAGE

ASSAM UNREST
THEASSAMGOVERNMENT called the army
out in the Barpeta sub-division of Lower
Assam,inanobviousshowofforce,inviewof
the observance tomorrowof “demandday”
bytheCongress(I)-backedAllAssamMinority
Students Union (AAMSU) and “Barpeta
bandh”calledbytheBarpetaDistrictStudents
Union. According to Assam chief secretary,
troopshavebeencalledoutandpara-military
reinforcementsrushedtoBarpeta.TheAAGSP
andtheAASUhave,inthemeantime,accused
the government of inciting communal vio-
lenceinthestatebyencouragingtheminori-
tiestolaunchacounter-agitation.

SOUTH KOREA RIOTS
THE SOUTH KOREAN foreign ministry
urged all foreign embassies in Seoul to get
theirnationalsoutofKwangjuarea“assoon
aspossible”, aUSembassysourcesaid. The
recommendation was issued as anti-gov-
ernmentdemonstrators andSouthKorean
military forces continued their tense vigil
behind barricades in the riot-battered
provincial capital. More than 100 persons
were killed in anti-government rioting
there lastweekfollowingthe impositionof
martial law and censorship
throughout the country andarrests of sev-
eral leadingpoliticians.

HERAT ATTACKS
RADIO KABUL CONFIRMED urban guerilla
attacks in the strategicAfghancityofHerat,
about 110 km from the Iran border. The
Pashto-languagebroadcastfollowednumer-
ousreportsthatrebelscontrolledkeysectors
of thewestern provincial capital, including
thewater supply, and of heavy clashes be-
tweentheinsurgentsandAfghansandSoviet
forces holding other parts of the city. Kabul
Radio claimed that anti-government forces
raidedtheHeratprovincialpoliceheadquar-
ters, killing an undisclosed number of sol-
diers. Total rebel losses were not disclosed
but it saidone terroristwasshot.
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“ The government has justified its decision to reopen by saying that
Pakistan’s figures are ‘much better than countries in the West’ and that
perhaps populations in South Asia have some miracle, unproven immunity.”
—DAWNTHE IDEASPAGE
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Scientific or logical
behaviour is both culturally
derived and individually
ingrained. Unfortunately,
the last few years have seen a
sequential erosion of science
and scientific temper in our
country. Sadly, this erosion
has been accelerated by the
unscientific rhetoric from
the highest offices of the
executive. Even sadder is the
silence of the scientific
community on this erosion.
The lack of scientific
thinking has been unabated
even in the times of the
COVID-19.

The contagion of fear The Pashtun
question

DELHI NEEDS TO look beyond the ques-
tionofengagingwiththeTalibanandfocus
on the larger Pashtun question that once
againpromisestoshapethegeopoliticsof
the north-western Subcontinent. The
question of a direct dialogue with the
Talibanwas beginning to gain some rele-
vance as the group’s effective control of
territory in Afghanistan expanded in re-
cent years. It has acquired some immedi-
acy after the Donald Trump
Administrationannouncedplansforasig-
nificant drawdown of its forces from
Afghanistanandsignedapeacedealwith
theTalibanearlier this year.
Renewedpublicinterestinthequestion

wastriggeredearlierthismonthwhenthe
US Special Envoy for Afghanistan, Zalmay
Khalilzad,calledonIndiatoopenapolitical
conversationwiththeTaliban.Theinterest
was furtheramplifiedbyasignal fromthe
Taliban that it is eager for aproductive re-
lationshipwith India.
Those calling for direct engagement

withtheTalibansaythatDelhican't ignore
suchanimportantforceinAfghanpolitics.
OpponentssaythereisnoreasonforDelhi
to join the international stampede to em-
brace theTaliban. If andwhen theTaliban
becomes a peaceful entity and joins the
questforapoliticalsettlementwithKabul,
theyargue,Delhishouldhavenoobjection
todirect talks.
Forall the interest ithasgenerated, the

questionofDelhiopeningadialoguewith
the Taliban is a tactical issue focused on
when,howandonwhat terms.
But the Taliban remains an important

sub-set of the larger andmore strategic
Pashtun question that holds the key to
India’s enduring interest in Afghanistan:
Promoting a peaceful, independent and a
sovereign Afghanistan that is not a subal-
tern to thePakistanarmy.
Two basic issues define the Pashtun

question andwill have a huge bearing on
Afghanistan’s political evolution after the
impending drawdown of the US forces
fromthecountry.
One is the problem of reconciling the

interests of multiple ethnic groups in
Afghanistan— the Pashtunswho consti-
tute nearly 42 per cent of the population.
ThesizeableAfghanminorities include27
per cent Tajiks, 9 per cent eachof Hazaras
andUzbeks.
Irrespectiveofthenatureoftheregimes

in Kabul over the last four decades — the

communist government in the 1980s, the
mujahideenandTalibanrulethatfollowed
inthe1990sandthepost-Talibancoalition
that took charge in2002—constructing a
stable internalbalancehasbeenhard.
Thatproblemwillacquireanewinten-

sityas theTalibanstakes claim foradomi-
nantroleinKabul.ButhastheTalibanlearnt
to live in peacewith theminorities? The
Taliban, an essentially Pashtun formation,
hadbrutallycrushedtheminoritiesduring
its brief rule in the late 1990s. There are
some indications that the Taliban is now
reachingouttotheminoritiesbutitissome
distanceawayfromwinningtheir trust.
The problem of constructing internal

balance in Afghanistan has been compli-
cated by Pakistan’s meddling, which is
driven by unrealisable ambition and un-
reasonablefear.Pakistanwouldliketohave
the kind of hegemony that the British Raj
exercised over Afghanistan. Neither can
Pakistanreplicate thatdominancenorare
the Afghans willing concede it to the
Pakistanarmy.
Pakistan’s ambitious talk of strategic

depthisaccompaniedbyworriesaboutits
Pashtunminority. There are more than
twice asmanyPashtuns living in Pakistan
than inAfghanistan. The Pashtunpopula-
tionisestimatedtobearound15millionin
Afghanistanand35million inPakistan.
AlthoughPashtunseparatismhaslong

ceasedtobeaforce inPakistan, Islamabad
finds thePashtunquestion re-emerge ina
differentform.Pakistancan’treallybetthat
the Talibanwill not put Pashtunnational-
ism above the interests of the Pakistani
state. The Taliban, for example, has never
endorsedtheDurandLineasthelegitimate
border with Pakistan. It is by nomeans
clear if Pakistan’s construction of the
Talibanasaconservativereligiousforcehas
obliterated thegroup’sethnic character.
Meanwhile, Islamabad’squestforcon-

trol over Afghanistan over the last four
decadeshasheapedextraordinary suffer-
ing on the Pashtun people on Pakistan’s
side of the Durand Line. As the Pashtun
TahafuzMovement seeks a peaceful re-
dressal of its demands for basic human
rights,Pakistanhasunleashedmassivere-
pression.
Pakistan’sexpansivemilitaryandpolit-

ical investments in Afghanistan have not
really resolved Islamabad’s security chal-
lengesonitswesternfrontier. If anAfghan
triumpheludesPakistan,Delhican’tescape
the complex geopolitics of the Pashtun
lands.ThattheTalibanwantstotalktoIndia
and Pakistan brands Pashtun leaders as
Indian agents only underlines Delhi’s en-
duringsalience inAfghanistan.

Thewriter isDirector, Instituteof South
AsianStudies,NationalUniversityof
Singaporeandcontributingeditoron

internationalaffairs for
The IndianExpress

ParanoiahasbeenconstructedaroundCOVID-19. It is fuelledby lack
of education,erosionof scienceandscientific temper

IN HIS NOVEL, A Journal of the Plague Year,
published in 1722 after the bubonic plague
devastated Europe, author Daniel Defoe
writesaboutfamiliesforcedintoquarantine
duetoaninfectedfamilymember.Hestates
that itwas generally from such houses that
dismalshrieksandcriesofpoorpeoplewere
heard—theywereterrifiedandevenfright-
enedtodeath,bythesightoftheconditionof
their dearest relations, andof being impris-
onedastheywere.InaninterviewtotheNew
York Times in1988, author andNobel laure-
ate Gabriel GarciaMarquez said: “Plagues
arelikeimponderabledangersthatsurprise
people.Theyseemtohavethequalityofdes-
tiny.” Defoe’s nearly 400-year-old account
andMarquez’sdefinitionofdestinyseemto
have returned to haunt the world as we
struggletocontaintheCOVID-19pandemic.
Pandemics and themeasures taken to

control theminvariably leadtoseveremen-
talstress,ashasbeenshownbymanyscien-
tific articles. Enough scientific literature is
availabletoshowthatthediseaseandtheso-
calledremedy—thelockdown—causedsig-
nificantmentalstresstothepeoplesubjected
toitduringtheongoingpandemic.Thisstress
cantranslateintodifferentkindsofaction.In
deeplytraditionalandreligioussocietieslike
ours, compoundedbythepaucityof educa-
tion, scientific temper and logical thinking,
theseactionscanbeextremelytreacherous.
On April 24, a 34-year oldmanwas re-

portedly attacked in Kalyan, Maharashtra,
on the suspicion of being a COVID-19 pa-
tient. He died, following the attack. In an-
other case, a 25-year-oldmanwas injured
inAligarh,UttarPradesh,onthesuspicionof
beingaCOVID-19patient.Similar incidence
ofviolenceagainstpeoplesuspectedofhar-
bouring the notorious virus has been re-
portedfromallaroundthecountry.Besides
the general public, doctors, nurses and
other health personnel have also been tar-
geted. Juniordoctors frommyhospitalhave
been issued notices by their landlords, re-
questing them to vacate their rented ac-
commodation because of the neighbour-
hood’shostility.All inall, it didn’t take long
for the COVID-19 pandemic to take the
shapeof a stigmatised, contagiousbeast in
India. This needs to be carefully evaluated
andunderstoodbecause,sadly, it isareflec-
tion of the societywehavebecome.
ThestigmaattachedtoCOVID-19inIndia

is notwithout reason.We have a penchant
to attach stigmas to various phenomena.
Besidesill-foundedtraditions,thecommon-
est stigmas go with diseases. People with
mental health issues, neurological diseases
like epilepsy, physical disabilities, tubercu-
losis,skindisordersandleprosyareshunned,
mistreatedandnotconsideredequalsbyour
society.
But the stigma attached to a pandemic

withhigh infectionrates isunique inmany
ways. It’suniquebecause itcomesfromex-
treme fear. The paranoia which has been
constructed around COVID-19 in the last
threemonthshasmademattersworse.The
hastylockdownandtheunfortunatemigra-
tion of the poor out of cities on foot have

only compounded the fear. The poor mi-
grant has unsurprisingly carried hatred
against us, the citywallahs, and fear of the
disease towhereverhewent in thehinter-
land. The general public remained ill-in-
formedormisinformedonmanyaspectsof
the disease. The undemocratic lockdown,
even if it canbearguedasbeingnecessary,
ledtofurtherstrengtheningofanotionthat
wearedealingwithadiseasewhichwasso
contagious and so lethal that it can lead to
the death of anyonewho comes in contact
withaninfectedperson. Itwasunfortunate
that the government puffed its chest in
claiming that this was the strictest lock-
down in theworld. Visuals of police atroc-
ities in implementingthe lockdownplayed
their part in fortifying the notion that we
are dealing with a disease “worth the
stigma”. I believe that the strictness of the
lockdownplayeditspart in inducingfear in
themindsof thegeneralpublic, therebyat-
tachingmore stigma to thedisease.
In the initial phase of the lockdown in

Delhi, the government started a process of
marking homes of people advised to be in
quarantine or homeswith actual patients.
Thisisanoldpractice,whichisstillprevalent
in many European countries. But such a
“marking out” in a country like ours rein-
forced the fear aroundCOVID-19. There are
betterandmorediscreetmethodstoimple-
ment aquarantine. InKerala,whichhas the
best results in the country in terms of con-
tainingthedisease,ASHAworkerswerede-
ployed and tele-counselling services were
providedtofamilieswithsuspectedinfected
patientsor thoseunderquarantine.
The roleof educating themassescannot

beoveremphasisedduringsuchanoutbreak.
Aneffectivewaywouldhavebeentousethe
village health workers in a door-to-door

campaign.Inthisrespect,theKeralagovern-
ment’s initiative,called“BreaktheChain”, is
worthamention.Thecampaignaimedtoed-
ucate people about the importance of per-
sonalhygieneandsimplemethodslikehand
washing techniques.
Scientific or logical behaviour in society

evolvesovertime.Itisbothculturallyderived
and individually ingrained. Unfortunately,
thelastfewyearshaveseenasequentialero-
sion of science and scientific temper in our
country. Sadly, this erosion has been accel-
erated by the unscientific rhetoric from the
highestofficesof theexecutive.Evensadder
isthesilenceof thescientificcommunityon
this erosion. The lack of scientific thinking
has been unabated even in the times of the
COVID-19. Promotion of Ganga jal and gau
mutra as a cure for COVID-19 and the con-
comitant misinformation, rumours and
speculation about the pandemic on social
andothermedia,haveonlyaddedtofurther
confusionand fear.
Thereisasubtledifferencebetweencau-

tionand fearwhen it comes to containing a
pandemicof this scale.Cautionhelps insal-
vagingtheselfwhilefearconsumesboththe
self and those around us. Stigmatisation
comes from fear. If wewant to come out of
theruinsof thispandemicandfromthecon-
sequences of the lockdown, we have to re-
move fear and stigma from this awful dis-
ease.Wehave to let ourmindsbegoverned
byscience,andnotfakery.Wemustremem-
berthatillnessesareasoldascivilisationand
ouronlyhopeinfightingdiseases lies inour
undeterred faith inscienceandreason.
TheCOVID-19pandemic isnoexception

to this thumbrule.

Thewriter isprofessoroforthopaedics,
AIIMS,NewDelhi.Viewsarepersonal

ShahAlamKhan

CLASSROOM FIRST

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Ease of
learning’, (IE, May 25). Smart classes
andonlineeducationhavebeenapart
of theIndianeducationsystembutdue
toa lackof infrastructureandsupport,
they couldn’t become widespread.
This pandemic has forced the system
toexploreonlineeducation.Whileon-
line education familiarises students
with modern technology, conven-
tionalclassroomsstill remainthebest
form of learning. Children not only
learn social skills, butdevelop leader-
ship qualities by performing the role
of amonitor,prefectandheadstudent
of the school.

RahulMaheshwari,Kanpur

UNPREPARED
THIS REFERS TO the reports, ‘Covid
wake-up call: Health infrastructure
only 1 per cent of Smart City projects'
and‘WhistleblowerbehindGujaratHC
order: 'NoPPEkit,mask,gloves...canbe
inbigtrouble' (IE,May25).Theyreveal
the lack of political will and hollow
claimsaboutthedisasterpreparedness
ofhospitals.Butforthewhistleblower's
lettertothehighcourt,thetruthwould
not have come out. And instead of re-
sponding to the substantive issues
Gujarat HealthMinister Nitin Patel is
harpingonhis age and riskingvisits to
hospitalsatatimewhenPrimeMinister
NarendraModiisusingtele-conferenc-
ing to interactandguide.

LRMurmu,Delhi

REFORM BODIES
THISREFERSTOTHEarticle, 'Rebooting
the world' (IE, May 25). SinceWorld

War II, the esteemed institutions re-
sponsible for international peace,
healthcare and education have been
struggling. It's thehightimethat these
institutions, both global and regional,
transformthemselves andplayaposi-
tiveroleintheglobalcommunityinthe
post-COVIDworld.

AnkitSingh,Prayagraj

TALK IT OUT
THISreferstotheeditorial,'Unquietfront'
(IE,May25).AneerieuneaseontheIndo-
Chinaborders followingthe longstand-
ingcontroversyoverterritoryclosetothe
LineOfActualControl(LAC),doesn'tpor-
tendwellformutualandbilateralinter-
ests.Thecurrent tensionscould jeopar-
dise regional peace. Hence, both the
neighboursneedsincereandseriousde-
liberations in order towriggle out of
theseterritorialcomplications.Atatime
whenwe face a common threat, diplo-
macyandfriendshipmustprevail.

AzharAKhan,Rampur

LETTER TO THEEDITOR

WHIRLPOOLSCAUSETREMENDOUSdisrup-
tion on the surface.Water churnsmenac-
ingly, creating a pull that drags anything
caught in its current below the surface, and
then basically leaves it there, disoriented. If
thepersoncaughtupinawhirlpooldoesnot
panicandhasphenomenallungcapacity,the
chances are he/shewill rise to the surface,
battered andpetrified, but alive. And, some
distance fromwhere theywentunder.
This iswherea largechunkofmyindus-

try— the restaurant industry— finds itself
now.Storiesabouthowrestaurantsmaybe
breeding grounds for the virus, or howair-
conditioners propagate the disease, abet a
trust deficit that has already formed in the
minds of the average customer.
The toll on the restaurant business has,

by now, beenwell documented, especially
in countries like the US, where data sug-
gests that the hospitality sector accounts
for nearly a third of the unemployment
numbers.At lastcount, reportedlyabout7.5
million people have claimed unemploy-
ment benefits — a huge number, millions,
from the leisure and hospitality sector
alone.Thesenumbersaresostarkanddev-
astating that little needs to be said about
thecalamitousconsequencestheywillhave
on the industry at large.

Contrary to popular belief, the restau-
rant business operates on razor-thin mar-
gins: Fixed costs are high, rentals are first-
world whilst prices charged are
third-world, andbills get paidbecauseof a
rolling debt model. A complete shutdown
for even a week is disastrous, and 60 days
is the equivalent of ameteor strike.
Many businesses in this sector will be

unable to weather this storm, with esti-
matesabout thenumberofplaces thatwill
have to close down in the next six to eight
months ranging from 20-35 per cent. This
will be a body blow for a very large, young
working population, most oftenmigrants,
whotravelledforworkbecausetheirhome
states just didn’t have the opportunities.
With social distancingnorms inplace, and
the distinct possibility that restaurant oc-
cupancywill be dictated bymunicipal au-
thorities, carryingthe levelsof staff onedid
pre-COVIDwill nowbeuntenable.
Whatwillalsofundamentallyalter isthe

restaurant experience, at least for some
time. These are places built to be social
hubs,whereconstant interactionandserv-
iceplayedasmuchofaroleastheambience
and food. With these factors largely re-
moved from the equation, conversations
with servers speaking to you from behind

a protective face screen, handing out dis-
posablemenuswith plastic-wrapped cut-
lery, to a table of only four people, dining
out will become functional, not experien-
tial as itwasdesigned tobe.
Restaurants now have no choice but to

innovatetobridgethewidegapthatthisre-
duction in footfalls will create. Many new
trends are emerging globally: Meal kits,
cocktail mixes, online cooking classes and
vouchers for the future— anything to pre-
vent the business from sinking deeper.
Delivery seemstobe thewarcry forevery-
one, but let’s be honest: A business that
works on cost models designed to thrive
onlywhen its seating capacity is leveraged
to themaximum cannot survive on deliv-
ery alone.
“Contactless” dining, the new catch-

phraseused indiscriminatelyby techcom-
paniesthatreliedheavilyonourbusiness, is
something that will take hold for a long
time. Dining can never be contactless, but
themoniker is beingused to sell a newera
of tech-enabledeatingoutoption,with lit-
tle human interaction.
Real estatewill be rationalisedbecause

boom-timewindfallswillnotexist—there
justwon’tbeanytakers.Stategovernments,
whichreliedheavilyonrevenuesthatthese

businesses generated,will need to rethink
theirpreviousbullyingand, frankly,bizarre
policy decisions for thehospitality sector.
There’s an optimist in me, however,

who, after nearly two months of getting
usedtodailybirdsongandcleanair,believes
thatthistooshallpass.That,whilsttheover-
all impact and financial hit to our ecosys-
tem will have long-lasting effects — one
which many will not be able to survive —
the social animals that human beings are,
theirreturntobusybarsandbustlingeater-
ieswill only benatural.
Inevitably, therewillbeacure,avaccine,

something that reminds us that while we
are a lot more fragile than we’d imagined,
nothing canprevent us frombeing around
one another, eventually. The last 60 days
have also been a reminder of the impor-
tanceof thehearth, therespect for ingredi-
ents, the tribulations of taking to the stove
daily, the joysof sitting arounda table, and
ultimately, the reverence people who do
thiseverydayneed tobegiven.Wewill re-
turntoanaltered landscapeof restaurants,
but with a lot more love and affection to-
wards them.

Thewriter is chef partner
with theOliveGroup

Wewillreturntoanalteredlandscapeofrestaurants,withmorelove,affection
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ManuChandra
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HOWFREQUENT,andhowsevere,are
strokes among Covid-19 patients? A
series of papers in the journal Stroke,
published by the American Heart
Association, examines trends from
fourcountries. Thebroad findings:

■ The rate of strokes in Covid-19
patientsappearsrelativelylow;but—

■ A higher proportion of those
strokesareamongyoungerpeople;

■ThestrokesinCovid-19patients
are oftenmore severe
comparedtostrokesin
people who do not
have the novel coron-
avirus, while global
rates for stroke hospi-
talisations and treat-
mentsaresignificantly
lower than for the first
partof 2019.
Onestudy,covering

New York between
March 15 andApril 19,
found that out of 3,556
hospitalised Covid cases, 32 patients
(0.9%)hadischemicstroke.Theycom-
paredthose32Covidpatientstothose
admittedonlywithstroke(46patients)
andfoundthatthepatientswithCovid
tendedtobeyounger(averageage63)
versusnon-Covid strokepatients (av-
erageage70).StrokesamongtheCovid
patientsweremore severe (based on
astrokescale)andthesepatientswere

more likely tobedeadathospitaldis-
charge(63.6%vs.9.3%).
Another study, fromHong Kong,

reported delays in the time from
stroke onset to hospital arrival.
Between January 23 andMarch 24,
the onset-to-arrival time in Queen
Mary Hospital was about an hour
longer in 2020 comparedwith 2019
(154minutesvs95minutes).
A study fromChina found that in

February 2020, hospi-
tal admissions related
tostrokedropped40%,
compared to the same
timeperiod in2019.
Afourthstudy,from

France, found that be-
tweenFebruary15and
March 30, therewas a
21% decrease (844 in
2019vs668 in2020) in
overall volume of is-
chemicpatients receiv-
ing mechanical

thrombectomyduring thepandemic
compared to2019.Additionally, there
wasanincreaseintheamountof time
from imaging to treatment overall—
145minutesin2020vs126minutesin
2019; this increasedby30minutes in
patients transferred to other facilities
fortreatmentafterimaging.

SOURCE:AMERICANHEART
ASSOCIATION
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Strokes in Covid-19 patients:
4 studies capture trends

Basedonwhatweknow,whatcould
havehappenedinVizagonMay7?
Letmefirstsummarisewhatwedoknow.

Theplantwasunderstart-upafteralockdown
of40days.Thetankthatleakedhadacapacity
of2,400tonnes,with1,800tonnesof styrene
presentatthetime.Theoperatorswerecheck-
ingthestoragetank,andithasbeenreported
that oneof thevalves in the tankwasproba-
blynothandledwell.Italsoappearsthatthere
wasatechnicalglitchintherefrigeratorunitof
the tank. Fromvideos andphotos taken im-
mediatelyaftertheaccident,copiousamounts
ofwhitedensevapoursareseengushingfrom
somewhereatthebottomofthetank.
Now, a bit about styrene. It is actually a

colourlessliquid,andnotagas.Styreneexists
asasinglemolecule,but isunstableandhas
a high propensity for auto-polymerisation,
meaning it tries to combine with itself to
makelongchains,especiallyattemperatures
over65°C.Thisprocessisexothermic,thatis,
a lot of heat is released during auto-poly-
merisation,andcanbecomeuncontrollable.
Forthesereasons,styreneisalwaysstored

atrelatively lowtemperatures (between15°C
and20°C).Thisistoavoidinadvertentpolymeri-
sationand the resultantgenerationof heat.A
smallamountofanotherchemical—calledan
inhibitor—suchaspara-tertiary-butyl-cate-
chol isalsoaddedtostoredstyreneinorderto
preventpolymerisation.Despitetheseprecau-
tions, ingeographiesorseasonsthathavesig-
nificanttemperaturedifferencesbetweennight
andday, small amounts of styrene vaporise
when the temperature ishigh, and thencon-
densesontankroofs,walls,orfittings,whenit
coolsdown.Theinhibitorexistsonlyintheliq-
uidphase,andthusstyrenevapoursdon’thave
theinhibitormixedinthem.So, incondensed
styrenestuckonwalls, roofor fittings, there is
nothing topreventauto-polymerisation. This
oftenleadstoapluggingofpressurereliefvalves
inthetankorinthepipelines.
Nowbasedonall this information,here is

what I think couldhavehappened inVizag:

Due to the long shutdown, it is possible that
slowpolymerisationofstyreneinthetankhad
begun,especiallywhereitmighthavebeenin
condensed state. This probablywent unno-
ticed.Inaddition,therehavebeenreportsthat
somevalveshadfailedtofunctionatthetime
of start-up,probablybecauseof choking,and
itisquitepossiblethattheprocessadoptedfor
declogging these valvesmighthave resulted
inthemgivingway,andtheliquidstyreneleak-
ingout.Astheliquidstreamedoutofthesmall
orifice, itwouldhave led to a sudden turbu-
lence andmixing in the tank,which in turn
couldhaveledtoviolentpolymerisation.This
probably resulted in an increase in tempera-
ture inside the tank, facilitating thevaporisa-
tion of styrene, and these vapours escaping.
Andbecausetherefrigerationsystemhadalso
malfunctioned, therewasnothing to control
theriseof temperatureinsidethetank.
Analternativehypothesis is that styrene

condensate formedon the roof andwallsof
thetankmighthavefallenintotheliquid,and
couldhavebecomethe reason for initiation
of polymerisation.
Now, the fact that long storage, lackof re-

frigeration,ordepletinginhibitorcontentleads
toslowpolymerisationisnotunknown.Ithap-
pensoccasionally,andisdetectedduringrou-
tinemonitoringof the storage tank. If timely
interventionisnotmade,itcouldleadtoarun-
awayexplosive condition. I donot think that
kindofexplosiveconditionexistedintheVizag

tanks at the timeof the accident.Otherwise,
the result could have been farmore cata-
strophic,asthetankitselfcouldhaveruptured.

TheaccidentrevivedmemoriesofBhopal.
Assomeonewhohandledtheaftermath
oftheBhopalleak,doyouseeparallels?
Ithinkitisunfairtocomparethisaccident

with the leak ofmethyl isocyanate (MIC) in
Bhopal.MICis farmorepoisonousandtoxic.
TheconcentrationofMICthat isclassifiedas
immediately dangerous to life and health
(IDLH) is just 2-5parts permillion,whereas
for styrene, this is700ppm.MIC’sbiological
response in human beings is similar to that
ofhydrogencyanide.Itblocksthefunctionsof
haemoglobin intheblood.
The only thing for which I can speak of

bothinthesamebreathisthatbothaccidents
wereavoidablewitha littleextracare.

Doesthissuggestanelementof
negligence intheVizagaccident?
Allaccidentshavean inherentelementof

negligence.Itisoftensaidthatanaccidentisa
consequenceofconfluenceof95%unsafeacts
and 5%unsafe conditions. Several standard
precautionsseemtohavebeenmissed.Astan-
dardpractice is toanalyse thecontentsof the
storage tanks daily for oxygen, inhibitor and
polymerconcentrations.Thetemperaturein-
sidethetankalsoneedstobemonitoredreg-
ularly, andkept as lowaspossible,with con-

tinuous refrigeration. These checks are even
moreimportantduringlongplantshutdowns.
Inadvertent polymerisation of styrene

givesusenoughnoticeandwarnings,astem-
perature rises very slowly. Even in the ab-
sence of an inhibitor, it takes about 25 days
for the temperature in the tank to increase
from20°Cto30°C.Soperiodicmonitoringis
all that is required toensuresafety.
Industry has been handling styrene for

decadesnow.Thereisnodocumentedrecord
ofamajorstyrene-relatedaccidentanywhere
intheworld.Someminoraccidentsinvolving
railcarcontainersandroadtankershavebeen
reported.Oneofthebiggestincidentsreported
was an explosion in a shipping tanker in a
SouthKoreanportlastyear.Thisistrueof the
industryinIndiaaswell.Indiaimportscloseto
1.5mn tonnes of styrene annually and
processesitintoseveralproductsweusedaily.

Whatdoesstyrenedotothebody?
Styrenehasloworaltoxicityandmoder-

ate inhalation toxicity. Styrene vapours are
anirritanttoeyes,gastro-intestinaltract,mu-
cousmembranes, and respiratory tract. But
long-termhealth effects of styrenearevery
small. There is no evidence that it induces
anykindofcancer.Mostof thesymptomsof
exposure tostyreneare reversible.

WhatdoestheVizagaccidentsayabout
industrial safetystandards inIndia?
Inrecentyearstherecordofprocesssafety

inthechemical industryhassignificantly im-
proved,thankstotechnology,automationand
IT. India has someuniqueproblems thatwe
needtoaddressquickly.A lotof ourchemical
manufacturingisinthesmallandmediumsec-
tors,whose ability to invest in industrial and
environmental safetyaswell asoccupational
health is limited. Several of ourmanufactur-
ingplantsareageingandreluctanttoinvestin
capitaleithertorevamporscrap/rebuild,and
thatisamatterofconcern.Urbanpopulations
have encroachedon spaces thatwere origi-
nally demarcated for industry, including the
buffer (andgreen)zones thatall chemical in-
dustrywasmandated to follow. There is also
anincreasingtendencytoskiplong-termtrain-
ingandskill developmentby resorting to ca-
suallabourintheoperationalarea.Thechem-
icalindustrywillfacesevereshortageofskilled
operatingpersonnelintheyearstocome.

DrSwaminathanSivaramisa former
directorofNationalChemical Laboratory,

Pune.Hespoke toAmitabhSinha
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HARISHDAMODARAN
NEWDELHI,MAY25

IN 2009-10, the National Sample Survey
Office (nowNational Statistical Office or
NSO) conducted a large sample survey of
Household Consumer Expenditure (HCE).
Thissurvey,usuallycarriedoutonceinfive
years,wasrepeatedin2011-12.Thereason:
2009-10 saw India suffer both a severe
droughtandtheaftereffectsof theglobalfi-
nancialcrisis.2011-12wasa“normal”year
like 1999-2000 and 2004-05, “free” from
anymajoreconomicdownturn.
2011-12not justyieldedtheHCEsurvey

data used for estimating poverty lines and
ratios: Householdswith consumption ex-
penditure below a certain level, which is
state-specificanddifferent for rural andur-
banareas, are consideredpoor. That period
producedasurfeitof informationalso from
the 2011Census, NSSO’s Employment and
UnemploymentSurvey(EUS),andtheRural
DevelopmentMinistry’sSocioEconomicand
Caste Census (SECC). Policymakers and re-
searcherswere,simplyput,spoilt forchoice
withregardtoofficialdataavailability.
Contrast these to the present times

where there’s a virtual data vacuum. The
NSOdid carryout anHCEsurvey for2017-
18, but the Ministry of Statistics &
Programme Implementation did not re-
lease its resultsciting“dataquality issues”.
Instead, itproposedback-to-backHCEsur-
veys in 2020-21 and 2021-22 “after incor-
poratingalldataquality refinements”.
The2020-21survey is supposedtostart

from July, which looks unlikely given the
novelcoronavirus-inducedsituation. “It isa
massiveexerciseduetothesizeof thesam-
ple(1,01,651householdsin2011-12)andalso
questionnaire(coveringtheconsumptionof
around300 food andnon-food items). The
field investigators go to remote areas and
spendroughly2hourswitheachhousehold.
Nobodycanrisk it this time,sowe’llhaveto
wait for the 2021-22 survey,” said Pronab
Sen, formerChiefStatisticianof India.
But it’snot just theHCEsurvey.

What else is uncertain
The Census is scheduled to be con-

ducted in February-March 2021. Prior to
that,thefirstHouselisting&Housingphase
—which looks at the amenities and assets
possessed by households alongwith the
conditionofhomes—wastotakeplacedur-

ing April-September 2020. There were
question marks over the launch of this
phaseevenbeforethelockdown,especially
as it was clubbedwith the update of the
National Population Register opposed by
manynon-BJP-ruledstates.
WithCovid-19,thereisaremotechance

of theHouselisting&Housingphasetaking
off immediately.Thehouselistingoperation
is crucial for carving out enumeration
blocks or specific areas that are allotted to
eachof the30 lakh-odd field functionaries
taskedwith collection of Census informa-
tion. “Wehavepostponed all the activities
till furtherorders,”anofficialspokesperson
toldThe IndianExpress.
ThesamegoesfortheSECC,whoseindi-

vidual/household-leveldata,unlikethatof
the regular Census, isn’t confidential. The
governmenthasusedtheSECC-2011data-
base for identifying beneficiaries under
PradhanMantriGraminAwaasYojana(ru-
ral housing), Ujjwala (LPG connection),
Saubhagya (household electrification),
Ayushman Bharat (health insurance) and
other welfare schemes. But SECC-21, too,
cannotbeundertakenwithoutthedemar-
cationofenumerationblocksaspartof the
Censushouselistingoperation.

Evenassumingthecurrentuncertainty
tobe temporary, theconsiderable time lag
before the release of the next HCE survey,
Census and SECC findings leaves very few,
relativelyrecent,sourcesofprimarysurvey
data available for enabling informed poli-
cymaking. Yes, there is the Agriculture
Census 2015-16, the NABARD All-India
Rural Financial Inclusion Survey 2016-17,
and the NSO’s 2017-18 reports on social
consumption (health and education) and
accesstodrinkingwaterandsanitation.But
they don’t answer basic questions: Has
poverty in India fallen and by howmuch
since2011-12? Is consumptionof protein-
rich foods and vegetables growing at the
samerateasinthepreviousdecade?Doof-
ficialproductionestimates formilkorhor-
ticulturalcropssquareupwithHCEdataon
householdconsumption?

What this can lead to
The economic crisis, particularly post

lockdown, further complicates matters.
Withneither2020-21nor2021-22settobe
“normal years”, any official survey may
throw up distorted results, such as a dra-
matic drop in HCE. The upcoming Census
could also give adistortedpicturewith re-

gard tomigrants, whose share in India’s
population rose from 29.9% to 37.6% be-
tween2001and2011.
“The Census considers a person ami-

grantifhe/she,onthedateofenumeration,
is at a place different fromhis/her place of
birth.Inanunusualyearsuchasthis,where
manymigrantworkers have gone back to
theirvillages,youmightendupwithsome-
thing different from the actual overall
decadal trend,”notedSen.
Mahesh Vyas, managing director of

Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy
(CMIE), believes the government should
continuously do surveyswithoutwaiting
fornormalyears. “Finding these isbecom-
ing increasingly difficult. In 2016-17, there
was demonetisation. In 2017-18, it was
goods and services tax. 2018-19and2019-
20were apparently normal, but this year
youagainhave lockdown,”hepointedout.
TheNSO’smorerecentPeriodicLabour

Force Surveys (PLFS) have broken new
ground by producing annual estimates of
employment and unemployment in rural
and urban India (as opposed to the five-
yearly EUSs till 2011-12), alongwith quar-
terlyfiguresforonlyurbanareas.Butsofar,
onlythePLFSfor2017-18hasbeenreleased.

For2018-19,quarterlydata forurbanareas
isavailabletill January-March2019.Theone
significanttrendtheserevealisadropinthe
proportion of India’s population aged 15
years and above currently employed or
seekingwork – the labour force participa-
tion rate (LFPR)– from55.9% in2011-12 to
49.8% in2017-18.
CMIE, which is a private data provider,

has been compiling all-Indiaweekly LFPR
and unemployment rates since January
2016.ItsConsumerPyramidssurveyclaims
tocover174,405householdsinfour-month
periods, more than the 102,113 that the
NSO’s2017-18PLFSdidoveroneyear.
“We do about 43,600 households in a

month and 10,900 every week…We are
able to generate reliableweekly rates. Our
estimatesareconsistentwiththetrendcap-
turedby thePLFS. Post lockdown,wehave
seenbothfallingLFPRandrisingunemploy-
ment rates,” addedVyas.
ButCMIE’s samplehouseholds are also

selectedfromenumerationblocks thatare
based on the Census. “If the next Census
showsnew townswith higher population
growth, our sampling frame has to reflect
that. And enumeration is something that
only thegovernmentcando,” saidVyas.

What can go wrong with styrene?
ANEXPERTEXPLAINS

OnMay7,a leakof styrenegas inVisakhapatnamleft11deadandaffectedthousands. Aleadingscientist
discussesthecompound,health implications,andpossiblecauses fortheleak,basedonwhat isknown

Swaminathan
Sivaram

SEEMACHISHTI
NEWDELHI,MAY25

INDIAOBSERVATORY, an open-source data-
base, has comeupwith aGIS-enableddash-
boardthatincludesanIndiamapreflectingthe
movement ofmigrants in real timeon their
longjourneys,oftenonfoot,alongwithfacili-
tiesandrelieforganisationsontheirroutes.
The platform, a collaboration with

Anand-basedForestEcologicalSecurity(FES)
asitsmainnodalpoint, iscalledCoASTIndia
(Collaboration/CovidActionSupportGroup).
It draws information from55organisations
on the ground,mostly in villages, and aims
tomakesuchdataavailable so that itwould
enablegovernmentsandsmall localcivilso-
cietygroups tobeof assistance.
Themapmatches “timeand spatial data,

onadministrative facilities in thearea, trans-
portationandhealthcare facilities of an area

andsummaries,onthefly, inrealtimeofpeo-
plepassingby,”saidJagdeeshRao,CEOofFES,

Fromecology tomigration
IndiaObservatorywassetupinDecember

2019,with FES focused on ecological issues
aboutforests,waterbodies,conservation,etc.
that needed “abird’s eye viewor a satellite’s
vision”. “Wehad started getting anability to
track natural habitat for all of India.Wehad
data over 1,800 parameters which we
mapped…ButwhenCovid-19brokeout,hun-
dreds of persons came forward andwede-
cided to recraft the site to take into account
movements of people, we formed a group
calledRCRC (RapidCommunityResponse to
Covid). Placing all the informationwehave
about resources and infrastructure on the
ground, alongwithneeds of people passing
throughorstoppingover,needingfood,finan-
cial support,medical careor facinganyother
threat,wehaveapropergridavailable,updated

regularly. So a click on themapcan tell us of
thepeoplewhoaretravelling, the issuesthey
have and the resources of the area. The local
groupscanreachthemandprovidesupport.”
The governments of Jharkhand and

Kerala shared data that enabled themap to
getoff theground.OnApril15,anEcological
Web of India became functional as the
MigrantMap as theymoved. Azim Premji
Foundation,LibTech, IIITBengaluru,andthe
PHIA Foundation, and volunteers with the
Stranded Workers Action Network and
Revitalising Rainfed Agiculture (RRA)
Network,helpedfoundthis.Thedatastarted
withrecording thousandsof distressphone
calls received, andwasplottedontoamap.

What it contains
Four elements are sought to be brought

together: location ofmigrants and vulnera-
ble people, their specific needs, location of
keyinfrastructureonthewaywhichcandou-

ble up as a rest-centre, or quarantine space
and locationof relief and rehabilitationpro-
vidingNGOsandcivil societyorganisations.
Raoemphasisestheimportanceofopen-

sourcedataatatimeofcrisis likethissothat
smallgroupsthatareefficient insmallareas
can helpmitigate the disaster and notwait
forbigorganisationsorgovernmentsaloneto
make themoves.
Former ISRO chief A S Kiran Kumar, at a

panelinHyderabadwhereIndiaObservatory
waslaunchedonDecember3,2019,spokeof
theimportanceofdevelopinggeospatialdata
andtheimportanceofitbeingavailabletoall,
government,civilsocietyandindustry,toen-
able its best use. Butmost data held by the
NationalDisasterManagementAuthorityor
theSurveyofIndiaisusuallytreatedas‘strate-
gic’and isnotavailable tothepublicat large.
Themapisavailablefreein12languages

athttps://dp.observatory.org.in/content/migra-
tion-route-covid-19.

Nowonline, amap trackingmigrants, real time

In uncertain times, how search for ‘normal year’ leads to data vacuum
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UnionHealthMinistryupdateasof11pm,May25.Somestatesmayhave
reportedhighernumbers.Onlystates/UTswithatleastonecaselistedabove.
57,721PATIENTSDISCHARGEDIN32STATESANDUNIONTERRITORIES

RESTOFINDIA
AndamanandNicobarIslands 33
ArunachalPradesh 1
Assam 378
Chandigarh 238
Chhattisgarh 252
DadarNagarHaveli 2
Goa 66
Haryana 1184
HimachalPradesh 203
JammuandKashmir 1621
Jharkhand 370
Karnataka 2089
Kerala 847
Ladakh 52
Manipur 32
Meghalaya 14
Mizoram 1
Odisha 1336
Puducherry 41
Punjab 2060
Sikkim 1
Telengana 1854
Tripura 191
Uttarakhand 317
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SINGAPORE

344newcases,
mostlyforeign
workers
Singapore: Singapore on
Monday reported 344
new Covid-19 cases, a
majorityof themforeign
workers living in dormi-
tories, taking thenation-
widetallyto31,960asthe
country is gearing up to
lift the "circuit breaker"
imposed to contain the
spread of the coron-
avirus.Outof thenewin-
fected cases, 340are for-
eignworkers residing in
dormitories, the health
ministry said.With this,
thetotalnumberofcases
inthecountrybynoonon
Monday reached 31,960,
it said. PTI

Amigrantworker in
Singapore lookson
outsidehis room.

Reuters

PANDEMIC
WATCH

UNITEDSTATES

Travelban
imposedon
Brazil
Washington:USPresident
DonaldTrumponSunday
furtherlimitedtravelfrom
theworld's coronavirus
hotspotsbydenyingentry
toforeignerscomingfrom
Brazil,which is second to
the US in the number of
confirmed cases. Trump
had already banned cer-
tain travelers fromChina,
Europe, the United
KingdomandIrelandand,
toa lesserextent, Iran.He
has not moved to ban
travel fromRussia,which
has the world's third-
highestcaseload. AP

SOUTHKOREA

Govtplansto
sendmasksto
adopteesabroad
Seoul:SouthKoreaplansto
send370,000 facemasks
to tens of thousands of
SouthKoreansadoptedin
the West to help them
weather the coronavirus.
The ForeignMinistry said
its diplomatic missions
willworkwith dozens of
international adoption
groups to distribute the
masks in 14 countries.
South Korea has been a
majorsourceofbabies for
adoptionintheWestsince
the end of Korean War.
According to official fig-
ures, there are around
167,000 adopted South
Koreanslivingabroad. AP

AGENCIES
TOKYO,MAY25

JAPAN ON Monday ended its
stateof emergency in theTokyo
area and the northern island of
Hokkaido, moves that com-
pleted the lifting of nationwide
restrictions and ushered in the
beginningof anewphase in the
country's response.
Experts on a government-

commissioned panel approved
the lifting of the emergency in
Tokyo, neighbouringKanagawa,
Chiba and Saitamaprefectures,
and in Hokkaido to the north,
which had remained under the
emergency declaration after it
was removed inmost of Japan
earlierthismonth.
Themeasureswere lifted for

mostoftherestofthecountryear-
lier afteradrop in thenumberof
newcoronaviruscasesledofficials
to step back initial requests for
most businesses to close and in-
dividualstostayhome.
The Japanese government

doesnothavethelegalauthority
to impose a lockdown on the
countryandhadinsteadaskedfor
thepublic'scooperation incurb-
ingthevirus'sspread.Thestateof
emergency began in Japan's ur-
banareasinearlyAprilbeforeex-
panding to the rest of thenation
bythemiddleof themonth.
The results weremore suc-

cessfulthananticipated,defying
predictions that the country's
densely populated capital
would experience a disaster
comparable to what has taken
placeinNewYork.AsofSunday,
the country had recorded
16,500 coronavirus cases na-
tionwideand830deaths, some
of the lowest mortality rates
amongmajor economies.
Addressing the nation after

the announcement, Prime
MinisterShinzoAbecalledonthe
public to continue takingmeas-
ures to defend against infection,
asking them to avoid crowded
places.
"Weneedtomakeanewnor-

mal. Let's change our thinking,"
he said,warning that "We can't
continue to live andwork in the
waywe'vedoneuntilnow."
Asbusinessesreopen,theau-

thorities andmedical experts
counselthatthecountrymustre-
mainvigilantagainstthethreatof
a second wave, which could
quicklyundoprogressincontrol-
lingthecoronavirus'sspread.
Japan,withabout16,600con-

firmed cases and about 850
deaths,hassofaravoidedthelarge
outbreaksthathavebeenexperi-
enced in theUS and the Europe
despiteitssofterrestrictions.

Apublic screenshowsJapanPMShinzoAbespeakingatapressconferenceMonday, lifting
thestateof emergency inTokyoandfourotherremainingareasonMonday.AP

OTHERTOPGLOBAL STORIES

Japan lifts stateof emergency,
endingnationwide restrictions

Childrenreturntoschools inAustralia’sNewSouthWales
onMonday.Reuters

As schools reopen,
Australia state
urges parents to
work from home
REUTERS
SYDNEY,MAY25

AUSTRALIA’S MOST populous
stateonMondayurged locals to
continue working from home
despiteschoolsreopeningasthe
number of coronavirus cases
slows.
Australia has reported just

over 7,100 COVID-19 infections,
including102deaths,wellbelow
figures reportedbyotherdevel-
opedcountries.
With fewer than 20 new

COVID-19 cases most days,
Australian states are pressing
aheadwithathree-stageplanto
removemost social restrictions
imposedby July.
InNewSouthWales (NSW),

which includes the city of
Sydney,childrenreturnedtofull-
time face-to-face learning on
Monday,allowingmanyparents
to return to offices - although
lawmakers urged those who
couldtostayhometoavoidput-
ting pressure on the transport
network.
“I am very pleased that the

system hasn't been over-
whelmed,” said NSW Premier
GladysBerejikliantoldreporters
inSydney.
“Peoplearelistening,making

informed decisions, and that is
thewaywewould like it tocon-
tinue.”
Reopening schools is a cen-

tral part of reviving Australia's
economy.
With international borders

likely to remain closed for

months, PrimeMinister Scott
Morrisonisalsopressinglocalsto
beginholidayslocallytohelpsup-
portAustralia's tourismsector.
Butstatesquabblescontinue

tosimmer.
While the federal govern-

ment has devised a plan to re-
open thenational economy, the
implementation is left to indi-
vidual state and territory lead-
ers, who come from opposing
politicalpartiesandhavediffer-
ent views on howmuch unre-
strictedmovementshouldbeal-
lowed.
Around 120million domes-

tic overnight tourists spent a
recordA$80.7billion($52.79bil-
lion) last year, according togov-
ernmentdata,accountingforal-
most half of all tourism
spending.
The differences between

states also threaten to delay re-
opening travel between New
ZealandandAustralia.
NewZealandPrimeMinister

Jacinda Arden said both coun-
tries are developing protocols,
butitwouldbeunlikelytobegin
until Australia allows free do-
mestic travel.

IN REMEMBRANCE
FormerUSVicePresidentandDemocraticnominee JoeBidenwithwife Jill after layinga
wreathat theDelawareMemorialBridgeVeteransMemorialParkonMonday.Bidenwas
makinghis firstpublicappearancesincemid-MarchforMemorialDay,whichhonours the
menandwomenwhodiedwhileserving intheUSmilitary.AP

Putin back in
Kremlin, Russia
looks to ease
lockdown in
some regions

REUTERS
MOSCOW,MAY25

PRESIDENT VLADIMIR Putin
made a rare lockdown appear-
ance in theKremlinonMonday
afterofficialssaidimprovements
inthecoronavirussituationmay
allow Russia to re-open some
touristresortssoonandrelaxre-
strictions inmanyregions.
Russia, which has reported

the world's third most coron-
avirus cases, confirmed 8,946
new infections on Monday,
bringing its nationwide tally to
353,427. Officials reported 92
new deaths, pushing the toll to
3,633.
Moscow, Russia's worst-hit

region,isenteringitsninthweek
of lockdown. Mayor Sergei
Sobyanin has said it is too early
to lift restrictions but allowed
state registry offices to open in
thecapital fromMonday.
Russia's borders remain

closed, as are schools andmost
non-essential shops, but Prime
Minister Mikhail Mishustin
urged Russians onMonday not
to travel abroad on holiday this
summer.
Anna Popova, head of

Russia's consumer health regu-
lator, said 44of Russia's over 80
regionswere inaposition to re-
lax lockdownrestrictions.

Whilethefederal
governmenthas
devisedaplanto
reopenthenational
economy, the
implementationis left
tostate leaders

Nepali citizens
coming from India
spreading virus: Oli
YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU,MAY25

NEPALPRIMEMinisterKPOlion
Monday said World Health
Organisation (WHO)guidelines
regardingthemandatorytesting
of those crossing international
boundaries have been violated,
withcitizenscrossingoverfrom
India spreading thevirus.
A largenumberofNepalis—

theirnumbersarenotyetknown
officially — have sneaked into
Nepal, in groupsor alone, inde-
fianceofthegovernment'sblan-
ket order that noNepaliwas al-
lowed to enter the country
during the nationwide lock-
downinplacesinceMarch24.
Manyof theseweremigrant

labours living in India.
In an address to the nation,

which was telecast live, Oli
MondaysaidNepalis fromIndia
have entered the countrywith-
out following theWHO guide-
lines, "thus spreading the epi-
demic".
Oli said as per the advice of

the experts Nepalwould be ex-
tending the testing facility, cov-
eringat least twopercentof the
total population, along with
proper quarantine arrange-
ments for theneedy.
ThePrimeMinister also said

that he had spoken to many
head of the states and govern-
ments , and they had assured
him thatNepalis in those coun-
trieswouldbetakencareof."The

government is making neces-
sary arrangements to facilitate
theirreturnbackhome,"hesaid.
Last week, Oli had sparked

controversyathomeandinIndia
forstatinginparliamentthatthe
"Indianvirus"was"morelethal"
than the one from China and
other countries affected by
Covid-19.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
KARACHI,MAY25

THE PILOT of the Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA)'s
crashed plane ignored three
warningsfromtheairtrafficcon-
trollers about the aircraft's alti-
tudeandspeedbeforethe land-
ing, saying hewas satisfied and
would handle the situation, ac-
cording toa reportonMonday.
Thenationalflagcarrier'sPK-

8303tragedyonFriday,inwhich
97 people were killed and two
survived, is oneof themost cat-
astrophic aviation disasters in
thecountry'shistory.
The Airbus A-320 from

Lahore toKarachiwas 15nauti-
cal miles from the Jinnah
InternationalAirport,flyingatan
altitudeof10,000feetabovethe
ground instead of 7,000 when

the Air Traffic Control (ATC) is-
sued its first warning to lower
the plane's altitude, Geo News
quotedanATCreportas saying.
Instead of lowering the alti-

tude,thepilotrespondedbysay-
ing that hewas satisfied.When
only 10 nauticalmileswere left
till the airport, the planewas at
an altitude of 7,000 feet instead

of 3,000 feet, it said.
The ATC issued a second

warningtothepilottolowerthe
plane'saltitude.However,thepi-
lot responded again by stating
thathewas satisfiedandwould
handle the situation, saying he
wasreadyforlanding,thereport
said.
Thereportsaidthattheplane

had enough fuel to fly for two
hours and34minutes,while its
totalflyingtimewasrecordedat
onehourand33minutes.
Pakistani investigators are

trying to find out if the crash is
attributable to a pilot error or a
technical glitch.
The probe team, headed by

Air Commodore Muhammad
Usman Ghani, President of the
Aircraft Accident and
InvestigationBoard, is expected
to submit a full report in about
threemonths.

Sindhgovernor ImranIsmailandPakistan’saviation
ministerGhulamSarwarat thesiteof thecrash.AP

Crashed PIA plane’s pilot ignored 3
warnings to lower altitude: Report

KJMVARMA
BEIJING,HONGKONG,MAY25

CHINA’SPROPOSEDnewsecurity
law to firm up its control over
HongKong could run into prob-
lems in courts, the city’s Bar
Associationhaswarned,stressing
that Beijing has no legal author-
ity to enact its national security
lawfortheformerBritishcolony.
In a stronglyworded state-

ment, the Hong Kong Bar
Association also expressed con-
cernoversuggestionsthatmain-
land security agencieswould be
setuptosafeguardnationalsecu-
ritywithin thecity, saying itwas
“entirely unclear” how that
arrangementwouldcomplywith
Article22oftheBasicLaw,which
stipulates Beijing departments
not interfere inlocalaffairs.
Adraftbillonestablishingand

improving the legal systemand

enforcementmechanismsforthe
HongKongSpecialAdministrative
Region(HKSAR)tosafeguardna-
tional security was tabled in
China’s National People's
Congress(NPC)onFriday.It isex-
pectedtobepassedonMay28.
Thebill isregardedasapolit-

ical bombshell as China has de-
cided tobypass local Legislative
Counciltobringaboutanewna-

tional security law tailor-made
to take control of Hong Kong
whichhasbeenwitnessingmass
protests by pro-democracy
groups since last year demand-
ingautonomyandfreedomfrom
Beijing.
“Itisentirelyunclearhowthe

proposed agencies set up in the
HKSARwill operate under the
lawsoftheHKSAR,whetherthey
will beboundbythe lawsof the
HKSAR, whether they have the
power of enforcement, and
whether such powers as exer-
cisedwillbe limitedbythe laws
currentlyinforceintheHKSAR,”
Hong Kong-based South China
Morning Post quoted the Bar
Associationstatementassaying.
“This is unprecedented. The

publicmustbeallowedtheoppor-
tunitytoproperlyconsiderandde-
bateaboutproposed lawswhich
affecttheirpersonalrightsandob-
ligations,”thestatementread.

A protesterisdetainedby
policeonSunday.Reuters

Hong Kong bar association looks
to challenge China law in courts

EU’s top
diplomat urges
‘robust strategy’
toward China
Berlin:TheEuropeanUnion'stop
diplomat has called for the bloc
tohavea"morerobuststrategy"
toward China amid signs that
AsiaisreplacingtheUnitedStates
as thecenterof globalpower.
EUforeignaffairschief Josep

Borrell told a gathering of
German ambassadors on
Mondaythat"analystshavelong
talked about the end of an
American-ledsystemandthear-
rivalof anAsiancentury".
Borrell said the pandemic

couldbeseenasa turningpoint
in the power shift fromWest to
East, and that for the EU the
“pressure to choose sides is
growing”.
He said the 27-nation bloc

“shouldfollowourowninterests
and values and avoid being in-
strumentalised by one or the
other”. AP

Kathmandu: Nepal on
Monday registered its
highestsingle-dayspikein
thecoronaviruscaseswith
79 new infections, taking
the total Covid-19 tally to
682 in thecountry, health
officials said.
Nepal, which has ex-

tended its nationwide
lockdown till June 2 to
contain the spread of the
coronavirus, is among the
nations that has the least
number of cases of the
viruswith fourdeaths.
The total number of

people infected by the
novel coronavirus has
climbedto682inNepalaf-
ter79caseswerereported,
thehighestnumberofcon-
firmationofvirustransmis-
sioninasingle-day,accord-
ing to the Ministry of
HealthandPopulation.PTI

Highest one-day
surge reported

NewYork:PulitzerPrize-winning
Indian-American physician Sid
Mukherjee and compatriot
higher education leader Satish
Tripathi have been named by
New York Governor Andrew
Cuomo among members of a
commission that will focus on
plans to jumpstart the state's
economyhitby thepandemic.
Cuomo Sunday announced

that the state's Blue-Ribbon
Commission, chaired by former
Google CEO Eric Schmidt, will
also focus on improving tele-
healthandbroadbandaccessus-
ingnew,innovativetechnologies.

The15-membercommission
will includeMukherjee,Tripathi
and other eminent leaders
namely Rockefeller Foundation
chair Richard Parsons, Ford
Foundation president Darren
Walker and Cornell University
president Martha Pollack and
IBMchairGinnyRommety.
India-born Mukherjee is a

hematologistandoncologistand
an assistant professor of medi-
cine at Columbia University
Medical Center. He won the
Pulitzer Prize in 2011 for The
Emperor of All Maladies: A
BiographyofCancer. PTI

KJMVARMA
BEIJING,MAY25

CHINA HAS reported 51 new
coronavirus cases, including 40
asymptomaticinfections,major-
ity of them in the contagion's
first epicentreWuhan, where
over sixmillion tests have been
conducted in the last 10 days,
healthofficials saidonMonday.
The country’s National

Health Commission (NHC) said
that11newimportedcaseswere
reportedonSunday.

Whilenonewdomestically-
transmittedCovid-19caseswere
reported inChinaonSunday,11
imported cases were reported,
theNHCsaid in itsdaily report.
Out of the 40newasympto-

maticcases,38werereportedin
Wuhan, which is currently un-
dergoingmasstestingof itsover
11.2millionpeople after a spike
in theasymptomatic cases.
Currently, 396 people with

asymptomatic symptoms are
under medical observation
in China, including 326 in
Wuhan, according to thehealth

authority.
Wuhan, which earlier had

over 50,000 cases between
January and March, started a
campaign onMay 14 to expand
the nucleic acid testing in order
to better know the number of
asymptomatic cases or people
who show no clear symptoms
despitecarrying thevirus.
According to the latest fig-

uresreleasedbytheWuhanmu-
nicipal health commission, the
cityconductedmorethan6mil-
lion nucleic acid tests between
May14and23.

China reports 51 new Covid-19
cases, mostly in Wuhan

Sid Mukherjee on New York
panel for economic recovery

New Delhi
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FACEDWITH theprospect of
legalchallenges,statesarebe-
ginningtoswiftlybacktrackon
the labour law changes they
hadpushedthroughlessthan
amonth ago. After theUttar
Pradesh government’swith-
drawal of its order extending
thedailyworkinghours,Rajas-
thantoohaswithdrawnitsor-
der extending theworking
hoursto12hoursfrom8dur-
ing the lockdownagainst the
COVID-19pandemic.
Themovealsocomesclose

on the heels of theMadhya
Pradesh government last
weekamending itsproposed
changesto labour laws,citing
theneedforlegalconsentbe-
foreworkersareaskedtowork
overtime.
ThepullbackbyRajasthan

iscrucialgiventhat itwasthe
first state to have extended
dailyworking hours from8
hours to 12 lastmonth, after
whichatleastnineotherstates
includingHimachal Pradesh,
Gujarat, Punjab, Odisha fol-
lowed suit. Subsequently,
states such as UP, MP and
Gujarat went ahead and
broughtordinancestoamend
labourlawstoeffectivelypro-
vide a blanket suspension of
these laws over a three-year
period citing the need to at-
tract investments, a move
which has invited criticism
and could see potential legal
challengesinthedaysahead.
Amidst these changes, 10

tradeunions—includingInd-
ianNationalTradeUnionCon-
gress (INTUC),All IndiaTrade
UnionCongress(AITUC),Cen-
tre of Indian Trade Unions
(CITU)— registered an initial
complaint with the Intern-
ational LabourOrganization
(ILO)onMay14,termingthese
movesas“anattackonhuman
and labour rights”, asking for
ILO’s interventionon“theex-
tremely precarious and re-
gressivemoves”forthework-
ing class in the country. The
ILO,initsresponsedatedMay
22, said it has appealed to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modiontheissue.
“Pleaseallowmetoassure

youthattheILO-DirectorGen-
eralhasimmediatelyinterve-
ned,expressinghisdeepconc-
ernattheserecenteventsand
appealing to thePrimeMini-
stertosendaclearmessageto
centralandstategovernments
toupholdthecountry’s inter-
national commitments and
encourageengagement inef-
fectivesocialdialogue,”Karen
Curtis,Chief,FreedomofAsso-
ciationBranch, International
LabourStandardsDepartment
saidintheletter.
OnMonday, the 10 trade

unions lodgedasecondcom-
plaintwiththeILOflaggingthe
“retrogradeanti-labourexerc-
iseoftheGovernmentofIndia
towardsvirtualnullificationof
most of the substantive laws
invogueinthecountrybythe
GovernmentofIndiathrough
thestategovernments”.
“This exercise has been

aimed at total abrogation of
the provisions of not more
thaneighthour-workingday
and Right to Freedom of
Association and Right to
Collective Bargaining,” they
saidintheircomplaint,attach-
ing the orders and notifica-
tionsbythevariousstatespro-
posingchangesinlabourlaws.
The unions urged other

states to followRajasthan in
withdrawing the changes.
“AITUCwelcomesthedecision
of Rajasthan government to
withdraw its earlier decision
of increase inworkinghours
from8to12hourswhichwas
meant for three months.
AITUCwould urge the other
stateGovernments to follow
the suit andwithdrawall the
changesbeingeffected in the
labour lawsduringCovid-19
lock downperiod. The econ-
omywouldpickupifworkers,
the key components to pro-
vide their labourbe itskilled,
semi-skilled or unskilled in
manufacturing, productions,
and services are taken on
board for ensuring them jus-
tice for workplace safety,
health measures, proper
wages,eighthoursofworking
asperexistingnormsandso-
cial security coverage etc.,”
Amarjeet Kaur, General
Secretary,AITUC,said.
While UP and MP had

opted for a suspension of
labour laws for1,000days, as
manyastenstates-including
Rajasthan, Punjab, Odisha,
Maharashtra, Himachal
Pradesh,MP,Haryana,Assam
andGujarat-haveallowedex-
tensionofworkinghoursto12
throughissuanceofordersun-
dertheFactoriesAct.
OnMay15, however, the

UPgovernment,inacommu-
nicationtotheAllahabadHigh
Court followinganotice for a
publicinterestlitigation,with-
drew its earlier order regard-
ingextensionofdailyworking
hoursinindustrialunitsto12.

COVID-19 EFFECT
LABOURLAWS

■Amidstsweeping
changesinlabour
lawsbystates,10
tradeunionsfileda
complaintwith
theInternational
LabourOrganization
(ILO)onMay14

COMPLAINT
FILEDWITH ILO
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IN A relief to the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs (MCA), the
NationalCompanyLawAppellate
Tribunal (NCLAT)setasideanor-
der of thePrincipal Benchof the
National CompanyLawTribunal
(NCLT)which haddirected that
theMCA bemade a party in all
cases filedunder theSection7,9,
and 10 of the Insolvency and
BankruptcyCode(IBC).
Athree-memberBenchofthe

NCLATheld that theNCLTorder
askingtheMinistry tobemadea
partyinallIBCcases,withoutgiv-
ing theMCAachance topresent
itssidewouldhaveresultedin“se-
riousmiscarriage of justice, be-
sidescausingunduehardship”.
“Inshort,theimpugnedorder

making it applicable throughout
the country to all theBenches of
theNationalCompanyLawTribu-
nal is an untenable one and the
saidordersuffersfrommaterialir-
regularityandpatent illegality in
the eyeof law.As a logical corol-
lary, this Tribunal sets aside the

impugnedorder,”theNCLATsaid.
The Principal Bench of NCLT

had, onNovember 22, directed
that theMCAaswell as the cen-
tral government bemade a re-
spondentparty in all cases of in-
solvencyaswellasCompaniesAct
filedacrossthecountry.Theadju-
dicating authority had then ob-
servedthatthesamewasneeded
sothatauthenticrecordsofcom-
paniesundergoinginsolvencyare
madeavailablebytheofficers.
Thesaiddirectionswerepas-

sedby theNCLT in a casewhere
despiterepeatedremindersfrom
the tribunal, the Registrar of
Companies had failed to update
themasterdataregardingthesta-
tusofthecompanyundertheIBC.
In its response,MCAofficials

hadinitiallysaidthattheNCLTor-
derwouldincreasetheworkload
oftheMinistry.Later,theMCAhad
movedtheNCLATchallengingthe
jurisdictionof the lower tribunal
andsaidthat“rulemakingpower”
was the exclusivedomainof the

Centre and thus the same could
bedoneonlybytheParliament.
“Adjudicating Authority be-

forepassingthe impugnedorder
oughttohaveissuednoticetothe
Unionof India, since the subject
matterinissueconcernsaboutthe
imposition of a new rule,which
thesaidauthorityhasnopowerto
make especially its direction to
implead,”theNCLATordernoted.
LastNovember, theNCLThad

alsoaskedtheMCAtoupdatethe
master listcontainingthedataof
companies undergoing insol-
vencyorliquidation,soastokeep
the “public at large” informed
aboutthestatusof thecompany.
AfterthenudgefromNCLT,the

MCAhadsaidthatithadinitiated
theprocessofupdatingthemas-
terdataofcompaniesundergoing
corporateinsolvencyorfacingliq-
uidationunderIBC.
TheMCAhad then also said

that it had startedworking on a
frameworkthatwouldenablethe
interim resolution professional
(IRP) or resolution professional
(RP)ofacompanytouploadnec-
essaryregulatoryfilingsforcom-
pliancewiththeCompaniesAct.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MAY25

MORTGAGE FIRM Housing
Development Finance
Corporation(HDFC)hasposteda
22percentdeclineinnetprofitat
Rs 2,233 crore for the quarter
endedMarch2020,comparedto
Rs2,862croreinthesamequarter
of the previous year, as it wit-
nessedatepidgrowthinthesec-
ondhalfofMarch.
Ithas reportedan increase in

provisioning,includingimpactfor
COVID-19, at Rs 1,274 crore (Rs
398 crore for COVID-19). The
HDFCboardhasproposedafinal
dividend of Rs 21 per share as
againstafinaldividendofRs17.50
thepreviousyear.
“Wehad robust growthuntil

March15buthadtepidgrowthin
secondhalf ofMarch.We could
hardly domuch business in the
second half of Marchwhich is
otherwiseverybusyperiod,”said
KekiMistry, vice chairman and
CEO,HDFC.
However, last year, net profit

includeddividendreceivedinQ4
atRs537croreandprofitonsale
of investments of Rs 321 crore.
With dividend distribution tax

beingabolished,someofthesub-
sidiary companies of HDFC did
notpay interimdividend, it said.
Besides,therewasaprofitonsale
ofinvestmentsatRs321crorelast
year.
GrossNPAs stoodatRs8,908

crore,equivalent to1.99percent
of the loan portfolio. Individual
NPAshaverisenslightlybecause
collections suffered after lock-
down.NPAlevelsareexpectedto
come down after the situation
normalises,Mistrysaid.
Total individual loan ap-

provalsgrewby14percentinvol-
ume terms and 12 per cent in
valueterms.Disbursementsgrew
by7percent.Theaveragesizeof
individual loans stood at Rs 27
lakh. As ofMarch2020, the loan
bookstoodatRs4,50,903croreas
against Rs 4,06,607 crore in the
previous year, representing a
growthof11percent.

APPELLATETRIBUNALCALLSORDER ‘ANUNTENABLEONE’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MAY25

INSTITUTIONAL INVESTOR
Advisory Services (IiAS), an in-
vestor advisory body, has come
down heavily on State Bank of
India (SBI) for calling a public
gathering— extraordinary gen-
eralmeeting(EGM)—ofitsshare-
holdersatitsauditoriumonJune
17,2020atatimewhenthecoun-
try is grapplingwith the rapid
growthinCOVID-19infections.
Inareport, IiASsaid thebank

“is compelled to hold a physical
EGMinJune,contradictingthera-
tionale behind national lock-
downs to contain the spread of
COVID-19.”
“The SBI Act allows for votes

to be taken either by show of
handsorbyapoll.Thisisarelicof
thepastages:SBIcannotevenis-
sue a postal ballot, cannot allow
e-voting, and holding a virtual
meetingremainsafarcry,”itsaid.
“BecausetheSBIActdoesnot

allow for a virtual vote, let alone
avirtualmeeting, SBI expects its
shareholders to show up to its

EGM,wheretheywillvotetoap-
point shareholder directors.
While India has been under a
lockdownforoveramonth,grap-
plingwiththerapidgrowthofthe
COVID-19, SBI has called for a
publicgatheringofitssharehold-
ers at its auditoriumon June17,”
theproxyadvisoryfirmsaid,
Itfurthersaidthatdespitethe

Ministry of Corporate Affairs al-
lowingallotherlistedcompanies
to hold virtualmeetings, SBI is
weighed downby a luddite Act,
whichdoesnotprovideforsucha
meeting.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY25

NOTWITHSTANDINGTHErestric-
tions in place due to COVID-19
lockdown,procurementofwheat
bygovernment agencies has ex-
ceededlastyear’sfiguresof341.31
LMTtotouch341.56LMTtillMay
24duringRabiMarketingSeason
(RMS) 2020-21, Ministry of
ConsumerAffairs,FoodandPublic
DistributionsaidonMonday.
However, procurement has

been sluggish inUttar Pradesh,
which contributes a substantial
quantitytocentralpool.Thisyear,
the procurement started from
April15duetothelockdown.
TheMinistry had setwheat

procurement target of 407 LMT
during RMS 2020-21 against
which76.41percent(341.56LMT)

hasbeenprocuredsofar.
Among four major states,

Punjabhasprocured125.84LMT
wheat-93.21percentofitstarget
of 135LMT-tillMay24.Madhya
Pradeshtoohasprocured113LMT
wheat -81per centof its revised
target of 140LMT-and its target
has been revised upward from
100LMTto140LMT.
However,inpercentageterms,

theprocurementhasbeenslightly
lower inHaryana -70.65 LMTor
74.37 per cent of its target of 95
LMT.
According to theMinistry’s

statement, procurement in
Haryana started “little late” on
April 2020. But the pace of pro-
curement has beenmuch lower
inUttar Pradesh,whichhaspro-
curedaquantityofjust20.66LMT
or just 37per cent of its target of
55LMT.

Despite lockdown curbs,
wheat procurement
surpasses last year’s level

NIDHIVERMA
NEWDELHI,MAY25

INDIA IS looking at storing some
lowpricedUSoilinfacilitiesthere
as its local storage is full, Oil
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
toldCNBCTV18newschannel.
India’splancouldbesimilarto

amove byAustralia, which last
month said itwouldbuildupan
emergency oil stockpile initially
bybuyingcrudetostoreintheUS
Strategic PetroleumReserve to
takeadvantageof lowoilprices.
“Weareexploringsomepossi-

bility ifwecanstore someof our
investmentinadifferentcountry
...weareexploringthepossibility
intheUSAifwecanstoresomeof
thelowpricedoil,”Pradhansaid.
Oilpriceshavedroppedmore

than40percentsofarin2020but
have picked up in the past few
weekspartlyduetoeffortsbythe
Organization of the Petroleum
ExportingCountries andallies to
reducesupply.
Pradhan said India,which is

theworld’s thirdbiggest oil con-
sumerandimporter,hadalready

filled its 5.33million tonnes of
strategicstorageandparkedabout
8.5-9milliontonnesofoilonships
indifferentpartsoftheworld,pri-
marilyintheGulf. Indianrefiners
havealso filled their commercial
tanks and pipelines with
refined fuel andoil.Pradhan said
storedoilandproductsamounted
toabout20percentof India’san-
nualneeds. REUTERS

India looking to store
cheap oil in US: Pradhan

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MAY25

TOCLEANupdebtandbringit to
the level of zero at thepromoter
level, Bharti Telecom—thepro-
motergroupofBhartiAirtel—will
sell2.75percent stake in the lat-
ter to raise about $1billion via a
secondarymarket blockdeal on
Tuesday,sourcessaidonMonday.
The block deal will be con-

ducted by JP Morgan India at
aroundRs558pershare, close to
6percentdiscounttotheclosing
price of Rs 593.20onMay22on
theNSE.
As ofMarch, Bharti Telecom

heldabout38.79percentstakein
Bharti Airtel, whichwill get re-
ducedby2.75per cent after the
deal. The total promoter share-
holdingasperexchangedatacur-
rentlystandsat58.98percent.
After theblockdeal, thestake

held by the promoters of Bharti
Airtel - Bharti Telecom, Indian

Continent Investment, Viridian
andPastel -will fall to 56.23per
cent from58.98per cent, as per
informationavailableontheNSE.
Sources said the debt at the

promoterlevelwastakentoraise
funds for the telco from time to
timeandalso forbuying into the
rightsissueofBhartiAirtel.
Once this debt is cleanedup,

sources said debt overhang at
BhartiAirtelmayalsogeteasedas
manyconstituents,includingrat-
ing agencies, take full debt - in-
cludingthatofthepromotercom-
pany - into account. It will also
create full capacity at Bharti
Telecomforanyfurthercapitalof
shareholder support for Bharti
Airtel,sourcessaid. FE

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI/MUMBAI,MAY25

AFTER INCREASING theholding
of US government securities for
twostraightmonths,Indiasharply
trimmed its exposure by a stag-
gering$21billionto$156.5billion
inMarch.
The latest holding is also the

lowest in11months. InApril last
year,thesamestoodat$155.3bil-
lion,accordingtodatafromtheUS
TreasuryDepartment.
TheReserveBankofIndiabuys

thesebonds.
Japanhad the highest expo-

suretotheAmericangovernment
securitieswith holdings to the
tuneof$1.271trillion,followedby
Chinawith$1.081trillionandthe
UnitedKingdomwith$395.3bil-
lion.

March: India
cuts exposure
to US govt
securities

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BEIJING,MAY25

CHINA DEMANDED Monday
thatWashingtonwithdraw ex-
port sanctions imposed on
Chinese companies in the latest
round of a worsening conflict
overtechnologysecurityandhu-
manrights
Theforeignministryaccused

theTrumpadministrationof in-
terfering in Chinas affairs by
addingeightcompaniesaccused
of playing roles in a crackdown
in itsMuslim northwestern re-
gion of Xinjiang to an export
blacklist
Washington also imposed

controls on access to American
technologyfor24companiesand
governmentlinkedentitiesitsaid
might be involved in obtaining
goods with potential military
usesTheUSdecisionviolatedba-
sic norms of international rela-
tions andharmedChina s inter-
ests said aministry spokesman
ZhaoLijian.

Beijing wants
US to withdraw
export sanctions
on Chinese cos

REUTERS
KARLSRUHE(GERMANY),
MAY25

VOLKSWAGENMUST pay com-
pensation to owners of vehicles
with rigged diesel engines in
Germany,acourtruledonMon-
day, dealing a fresh blow to the
automaker almost five years af-
teritsemissionsscandalerupted.
The ruling by Germany’s

highest court for civil disputes,
whichwill allow owners to re-
turnvehicles forapartial refund
of thepurchaseprice,servesasa
template for about 60,000 law-
suits that are still pendingwith
lower German courts.
Volkswagen admitted in
September 2015 to cheating
emissionstestsondieselengines,
ascandalwhichhasalreadycost
itmorethan30billioneuros($33
billion) in regulatory fines and
vehiclerefits,mostly intheUS.

New emissions
blow for VW as
German court
backs claims
for damages

Physical EGM by SBI contradicting
rationale behind lockdown, says IiAS

HDFC posts 22% fall in
Q4 net, provisions rise
on COVID-19 impact

MCAcanhave
more time for
policy formulation

THENCLTrulinginNovemberwascalledbymanyas
counterproductiveasitwouldhaverequiredtheMCAto
keeptrackofthousandsof IBCcaseswithoutitbeingaparty
tothecase,therebycuttingdownonitstimeforthe
formulationofnewpolicies.
WiththeNCLATquashingthetribunal’sorder, it islikely

tosendasignaltoadjudicatingauthoritiestosticktotherule
bookincaseof IBCcases,expertssaid.

BRIEFLY
Depositorya/c
sharescanbe
usedasmargin
NewDelhi: Sebi said shares
indepositoryaccount,whi-
chmay be pledged or re-
pledged,canbeusedasmar-
gin for another three
monthstillAugust31.

`11,052crGST
refundclaims
cleared
New Delhi: The Central
BoardofIndirectTaxessaidit
has sanctionedGST refund
claimsworthRs11,052crore
in47days.

PricesofN-95
masksfallbyup
to47%
NewDelhi: Leadingmanu-
facturers and importers of
N-95masks have reduced
prices by up to 47per cent
after regulator NPPA
stepped in to ensure the
availability of this respira-
toryprotectiondeviceataf-
fordable rates in India, the
CentresaidMonday.

KMBcutsrates
onsavings
deposits
Mumbai:KotakMahindra
Bank (KMB) on Monday
slashed the interest rate on
savingsdepositsbyafurther
0.50percent. PTI

Lufthansa,
Germangovt
inkrescuedeal
London: TheGerman gov-
ernment and the country’s
major airline Lufthansa,
whichhasbeenhit hardby
the coronavirus pandemic,
havereachedapreliminary
dealona9billioneuro($9.8
billion)bailout. REUTERS

NCLATsetsasideNCLTorderon
makingMCAparty inall IBCcasesLegal hurdles, trade

union opposition force
some states to pull
back major changes

‘40% travel, tourism cos staring
at complete shutdown’
Around40% firms in travel and tourism sector face complete
shutdown, a report byBOTT Travel Sentiment Tracker said

81%:Firmsthathave lost
their revenueupto100%

35.7%:Travelandtourism
companiesthatare likely to
witnessatemporaryshutdown

78.6%:Companiesthat
expect thegovernmentto
createatourismrelief fund
immediately

Effectsoflockdownonsector:
■Paycuts
■Defermentofsalaries
■Terminationofcontracts

15%:Companiesthathaveseen
revenueslideupto75percent

38.6%:Travelcompaniesthat
aregoingfor jobcuts

~49%:Companiesthatare
deferringcapitalexpenditures

37.6%:Firmsthatare
considering jobcutsamid
uncertainty

Source:BOTT/PTI

“Wecould hardly do
muchbusiness in the
secondhalf ofMarch
which is otherwise very
busyperiod”

KEKIMISTRY
VICECHAIRMANANDCEO, HDFC

Theblockdealwillbe
conductedby
JPMorganIndiaat
around`558pershare

‘Bharti Telecom to sell 2.75%
stake in Airtel to raise $1 bn’

Bengaluru: India’s crude oil
processinginAprilslumped
by28.8percent fromayear
earlier, itsbiggestdropsince
atleast2003,asanationwide
lockdownweighed on fuel
demandand forcedrefiners
tocutproduction.
Refinersprocessedabout

14.75milliontonnesor3.60
millionbarrelsperdayofoil
lastmonth,governmentdata
showed. REUTERS

Massive drop
in April crude
processing

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MAY25

WITH THE Indian economy’s
growthrateexpectedtocontract
in the ongoing financial year as
COVID-19 pandemic presents
challenges for health, growth,
migrationandemployment,pro-
viding fiscal and monetary
breathersfortheeconomywould
be crucial as the country tries to
pickitspacetowardsaslowpath
togrowth.
Rathin Roy, director at

National Institute of Public
Finance and Policy and former
memberof thePrimeMinister’s
Economic Advisory Council
(EAC-PM), will join an E-
XPLAINED sessiononTuesday
to understand the challenges
and the options that India
needstoconsiderandexercise,
and the trade-offs involved in
themediumtolongterm,with
variousresearchoutfitsproject-
ingarecessionarycrisisthisyear
worsethanin1979-80.
Roy—whoalsowasamem-

ber in thecommitteechairedby
NK Singh which reviewed the
FRBMAct—had inan interview

with The Indian Express in April
termed the pandemic situation
asa ‘warlikeeconomy’,advocat-
ingmassive transitory increase
in healthcare financing and had
pointedouttheneedformedical
equipmentandpersonneltoex-
ecute the measures that are
neededtoidentify,diagnose,and
treat those seekingmedical at-
tention.
He had also highlighted the

importance of maintaining the
supply chain and the need to
spend money on integrating
unutilised supply chains along
withprovidingdecentsurround-
ingsandcounselling,communi-
cationfacilities,andgovernment
services tomigrantworkers.

Protection of national
wealth and alleviation of loss
of national income as far as
possible throughwage sup-
port,compensatorypayments
to those operating their own
businesses and serviceswere
thetwokeymeasuresRoyhad
listed out as the fiscal require-
mentforthecountrytodealwith
thepandemic.

Former EAC-PM member Rathin
Roy at E-XPLAINED session today

RathinRoy,directorat
National InstituteofPublic
FinanceandPolicyand
formermemberof the
PrimeMinister’sEconomic
AdvisoryCouncil. File

New Delhi
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There was no one quite like him
NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH,MAY25

61 games, 246 goals
THE AMATEUR nature of hockey and the
minimal upkeep of its stats bookmean it is
nearly impossible to know the exact num-
berof goalsDosanjhhasscored inhisentire
career. But if the records maintained by
hockey statistician BG Joshi are anything to
goby,thentheoverallnumberswillbestag-
gering. Sample this: in the 61 international
matchesheplayedbetween1948and1956
(which include the three Olympics and the
overseas tours in 1954 and 1955), Dosanjh
scoredaneye-popping246goals.
In the threeOlympics that hewas apart

of,Dosanjhplayedeightmatchesandscored
22times, includingthefivegoals inthefinal
of the1952Games,arecordthatstandseven
today.Butperhaps themost impressivestat
that encapsulates the beastly nature of the
Indianteamofthateracomesfromthe1956
Olympics,whereIndiascored38goalsinthe
tournamentanddidnotconcedeevenonce.
The team, ledbyDosanjh, opened the cam-
paignwitha6-0winoverGreatBritain,then
defeated Afghanistan 14-0 and concluded
thegroupstagewitha16-0winovertheUSA.
Thesemifinalandfinalwerewonbyaniden-
tical 1-0 margin against Germany and
Pakistanrespectively.
These are just his numbers from select

international tournaments. One wonders
whathis career recordwould look like!

Teamman
Itwashisrelentlesspursuitofperfection

thatmade Balbir SinghDosanjh special. His
teammates often joked thatDosanjhwould
take home a newball every day after train-
ing,practicewith it against thewall byhim-
self, and in theevening,hewouldgive them
theworn-outball toplay.Hittingagainstthe
wallmadehis ball control exceptional, even

on rough and unfriendly surfaces. That, in
turn, helped him control the passes in tight
spaces insidethe 'D'andscoregoals.
But it wasn't a one-man show. Udham

Singh and KD Singh Babuwould use their
skillsandtechniquetosethimupwithgoal-
scoring chances. AndDosanjhwould never
mess it up. "Hehadnomatch in the 'D',” re-
callsGurdevSinghKular,histeammatefrom
the 1956Olympics team. “He ran like a lion

inside the 'D' andwouldevade tackles from
the defenders. During the Melbourne
Olympics, he toldme that if I could give the
ballasaccuratelyashewanted,hecouldcon-
tinue playing for another five years. He ac-
knowledged the contribution of themid-
fieldersandthatmadehimthebest.”

Teambuilder
Former India captain Aslam Sher Khan

feels because Dosanjh experienced the
traumaofpartition,hewas'alwaysabovere-
ligion'.“HewasaproudSikhbutatthesame
time, also respected other religions,” Khan,
whowasoneof thekeyplayers of the team
managedbyDosanjh, says.
An incident from the 1975World Cup

has stayedwith Khan all his life. Khan did
not get a chance to play in the league
matches of the World Cup. During the
semifinal against Malaysia, Dosanjh and
coachBodhiwere involved inananimated
discussionoverwhether toreplaceMichael
KindowithKhan.
Dosanjhwantedthesubstitutiontotake

place,andBodhiwasagainst.Dosanjh’sargu-
mentprevailedandheheldKhan’sfaceinhis
hands and said, ‘ja beta, aaj tera khuda hi
bharat ko bacha sakta hai.’Khan scored and
Indiareachedthefinal,wheretheydefeated
Pakistantowintheirfirst,andsofartheonly,
World Cup title. During the tournament,
Dosanjh had alsomade a common prayer
room for all players and had replaced the
usual team chant of 'jo bole so nihal' (since
itresonatedmorewithplayersfromPunjab)
with 'jobole sohai, bharatmatakihai'.

Selfless Samaritan
During the Indo-China war in 1962,

Dosanjhwent up to the then Punjab chief
ministerPratapSinghKaironandofferedhis
threeOlympicgoldmedalsalongwithother
medals for the national disaster fund. “He
had no savings and told the chief minister
thatheisgivinghisbiggestassettothecoun-
try,” recalls 79-year-old SK Gupta, one of
Dosanjh's oldest friends. “Kairon kept the
medals on his insistence but later returned
thosemedals tohim.”
Years later, when Sports Authority of

India requested him to share hismemora-
biliaforaproposedsportsmuseum,Dosanjh
handed them everything except the three
Olympic golds. SAI, itwas revealeddecades
later, hadmisplaced all his belongings and
themuseumnever sawthe lightof day.

Balbirs and the SeniorAprolificgoal-scorer, lionheart, father figureandgoodSamaritan,BalbirSinghDosanjh’s teammates,
theplayershecoachedandoldfriendsrecall thequalities thatsethimapart.

CROSSWORD4127

ACROSS
1 Makeaspeechagainst
decimalconversion(7)

4 Jack in? Notexactly (5)
7 Points toa top-class
manuscript (4)

8 Nuttywafers (8)
10 Be likeothersandkeepup
withacourtaction

(6,4)
12 Wasabusive,yetguarded?
(6)

13 Onemaytake itasasafeplace
(6)

15Mistakeonecannotmaketwice
(5,5)

18 Clearadvice toanyone
tendingadirtyknife-wound
(5-3)

19 Oneboundonacrestof a
wave,wehear (4)

20 Celebratedreply to
unluckyEdward’sproposal
(5)

21 So ‘Tripe!’ crushedawitty
reply (7)

DOWN
1 If allplantswere this,
therewouldbenogreat
variety (5)

2 Expressdissatisfactionwitha
break inservice (8)

3 DoctorFlower isdepressed
(6)

4 Mathematicianmaderiches
inaway(10)

5 Nothingtowrite, tobe frank
(4)

6 Leavingthings late?
(7)

9 Putonguard froma
combinationof fearand
wonder (10)

11 Lodgings formoney in
America (8)

12 Polishpictureshowing Italian
river (7)

14 Assessorbreaksaruleafter
five (6)

16 Steala firearm(5)
17 Furnishedfor theseason
(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Today’s stars
certainlypacka
punch inasmall
way,andeverything

dependsonwhatyousay—
andhowyousay it.All joint
financialarrangementsneedto
betreatedwithexceptional
diplomacy,especially if
youwant topickupthe
bestbargains.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Youarenotalone in
experiencing
powerful financial
patterns,butyour

situation ismucheasier than
someotherpeople’s.As faras
youareconcerned it isall justa
matterof completing the job in
hand—andofmakingtheright
decisions.Mindyou, that’s
easiersaid thandone.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Allowotherpeople
more leewayand
give themplentyof
space tomaketheir

ownchoices. Inpointof fact,
youmaybeobligedtocome
second-best,whichcouldbe
usefulbecause itwill expose
youto less risk.Youmaycome
firstwhenthetimeis right, and
afteryouhavemadethe
necessarypreparations.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Astrologerssay that
youhavean
excellentmemory,
andnowisyour

chancetoprove it. Someone
willmakeamistakebasedon
theirmisunderstandingof the
past, andyoushouldbeonhand
tocorrectall errorsandoffer
yourusual impeccable
advice.Old friendsprovidethe
best support—asyou
probablyknow.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Youmustchoose
betweenfacingupto
anextremely
awkwarddomestic

or familysituationandputting
all suchconsiderationsbehind
you inthecontinuingquest for
endlesspleasure.Theremustbe
amiddleway,but itmaybe
another fewmonthsbeforeyou
workoutwhat it is.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Youcanbe
remarkablysecretive
whenthemood
takesyou.Onething

otherpeoplemustnotknowis
whatyouarereallydoing.But
neithershouldyou let them
becomeundulysuspicious.As
usual, everythingyouachieve
willbedirectedtowards the
commongood.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Whenotherpeople
misunderstandyou,
theynormallydoso
inabigway.Right

now, theirmistakemaybeto
imaginethatyouaremuch
moreconfidentsocially than
youreallyare.Disabusethemof
thisnotionnow,andadmit to
yourself thatyoureallycoulddo
withsomehelp.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
If youaregoing for
anysortof
professional
advancementor

promotion, successbeyond
yourwildestdreams iswithin
yourgrasp,butonly if you’re
patient.Youmustprepareyour
groundwithcareandtrust that,
whatever theoutcome, the
future isonyourside.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Therearepeople
whohavenotbeen
pullingtheirweight,
andthis iswhyyou

arenowdoingmorethan
your fair share. Itmaybetimeto
donyourpreacher’sgarband
offer suchtypes fairadvice
onfulfilling their
responsibilities.Don’tbe too
pompous, though.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Anumberof
financial cyclesare
nowreachinga
turningpoint, so this

willnotbeaneasy time.My
advicenowis tocash inyour
winningsso far, andonly
gamblewith fundsthatyoucan
affordto lose.Anddon’t
gamblewithsomeone’s
feelingseither,oryou’ll riska
major regret.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Somepeoplemaybe
all smilesone
minute, in floodsof
tears thenext,

behaviourwhichwill
probablyextendover thewhole
of thenextweek. Insomecases,
therewillbe littleyoucando
beyondofferinggentle
reassurance.Besides, it’sgood
forpeople toget thingsoff
their chest.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Work iscostingyou
moreandmore in
termsof timeand
energy.This isas it

shouldbe, for thestars indicate
thatyoumaystretchyourself to
the limit.Thebest support in
this, as inallmatters, comes
fromclose friends.Spiritual
feelingswillbeavaluable
pointer to improvements in
personalareas.
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Secretthoughtsandopen____willgosafelyoverthewholeworld.-ScipioneAlberti(11)

SOLUTION:EDEMA,NOTCH,UNEVEN,CICADA
Answer:Secretthoughtsandopencountenancewillgosafelyoverthewholeworld.-
ScipioneAlberti

DMAEE EEVNNU

CHNOT AADICC

SolutionsCrossword4126:Across:1Cattletruck,9Greeted,10Cupid,11Ivan,12
Traverse,14Sector,16Grades,18Thespian,19Spar,22Marks,23Hirsute,24
Sportsclubs.Down:2Akela,3Tots,4Endure,5Recovery,6Capered,7Againsttime,
8Adversaries,13Composer,15Clearup,17Pathos,20Plumb,21Oral.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong
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Wernerbagshat-trickasLeipzigtrounceMainz
Striker Timo Werner bagged a hat-trick as RB Leipzig thrashed Mainz
5-0 to climb back to third in the Bundesliga and keep their dwindling
title hopes just about alive.

BalbirSinghSrbreathedhis last inMohalionMonday. Expressarchive

COLBALBIRSINGHKULAR

THEREHAVEbeensixBalbirSinghswhoplayed
forIndia.OneplayedforPunjabPolice,theother
representedRailways,andthenthere’sme.All
threeofuswonthebronzemedalatthe1968
Olympics.Beforeus,BalbirSinghJuniorwasa
partofthe1958AsianGamesgoldmedal-win-
ning teamand then therewas Balbir Singh
Randhawawhoplayed several international
tournaments in the1960s. At our peak, four
BalbirsplayedtogetherforIndiainoneteamat
a tournament in Madrid – the ones from
Railways,PunjabPolice,Randhawaandme.For
eachoneofus,theaimwastomakeourname
forthecountry.Butwealwaysknewourname
wouldcomeafterBalbirSinghSenior.
I first saw him play at the National

ChampionshipsinJalandharin1956.Ihadjust
startedplayingjunior-levelhockeyandwould
watchinastonishmenthowBalbirSinghSenior
wouldmarch into the ‘D’ bydodging thede-
fendersallbyhimself.Iwouldtellmyfriendsto
watchhisfootworkandagility–Istillwishthere
weremorevideosofhimforyoungstersacross
theworldtoseewhyhewasthebestplayerin
theworld inside the ‘D’.His biggest strength
wastoadjusthisbodypositiondependingon
howthegoalkeeperwaspositioned.Heknew
howtobalancehis body andexecute a shot
fromdifficultanglesandminimumspace.That
madehimagoalmachine.Years later,when I
workedwithhim(Iwasthecoachandhewas
thechief coachof thenationalteam)Iaskedif
hefeltpeoplewererightinsayingthatplayers
likeUdhamSingh andKDSinghBabuwere
muchbetterthanhimintechniqueanditwas
themwhomadehimlookgood.
Evenafterall theseyears,hispassionfor

hockeyremainedundiminished. I feel lucky
tosharemynamewithhim.Theremayhave
been six Balbir Singhswhohave played for
India. But there will always be one Balbir
SinghSenior.
(Balbir SinghKularwas amember of 1968

Olympicsbronzemedal-winningteamandafor-
merIndiacoach.HespoketoNitinSharma).

LUCKY 13!
INDIAHADnamedan18-
member squad for the1952
Olympics inHelsinki: two
goalkeepers, threedefenders, five
midfielders andeight forwards.
Thosedays, shirt numberswere
handedout inplayingorder. That
meantBalbir SinghDosanjh
endedupgetting thenumber13.
During the team’s acclimatisation
trip toCopenhagen,Denmark,
prior to theGames, a younggirl
pointedout tohimthat13 is
consideredanunluckynumber.
“’Thirteen innorth Indian
languages is pronouncedas tera,
which is also a formof addressing
God, ‘I toldher,”Dosanjhwrote in
his autobiography. “’Forme, this is
a luckynumber. I dedicatemy
performances to theOneAbove.’”
Dosanjhwasn’t sure if thegirl
understoodhis logic. But there
were signs, hewrote: thenumber
plateof thevan that took themto
the stadiumfor the firstmatchof
theOlympics addedup to13and
in thewhole tournament, India
scored13goals.
“Associatedwith thenumber13, I
haveahost ofmemories thatwill
linger forever inmymind,”he
wrote inhisbook. “Myhouse
#1534,myoffice#562,myprivate
car#3163andmyoffice car
#2902, all addup individually to
make13. To round it all, I hada
court casegoing regardingmy
seniority in theSports
department. The record files sent
to the courtwere13 innumber.
And Iwon the case.Whosays
number13 isunlucky!”
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ADVERTORIAL

CHINA decided not to set a specific an-
nual economic growth target for
2020. It is a wise, farsighted and re-

sponsible decision to cope with complicated
domestic and global situations.

The new narrative in the government
work report submitted Friday to the coun-
try's national legislature reveals the leader-
ship's down-to-earth principle of adapting to
the uncertainties and immense difficulties

caused by the coronavirus epidemic and the
global economic recession.

The epidemic has taken a heavy toll on
the Chinese economy in the first quarter, as
the gross domestic product shrank 6.8%
year on year.

Although the economy is sure to see a re-
bound with the government's supportive
policies,China must take full account of the
difficulties, risks and uncertainties and

heighten the sense of urgency.
The targets set by the Chinese govern-

ment this year are more flexible and feasible,
featuring a concept of sustainable develop-
ment model that never seeks short-term
gains at the cost of long-term benefits.

The report highlights the importance at-
tached to promoting employment, giving
full play to market entities and improving
people's livelihoods.

The employment must be stabilised with
over 9 million jobs being created this year,as
the report notes, highlighting the concept
of putting people first.

The year 2020 marks a special year for
China, as the country is in its final push to
eliminate absolute poverty and build a mod-
erately prosperous society in all respects. It
means the government must provide ade-
quate housing, medical and other public

services to the people.
The fact that no specific target was set

does not mean China has abandoned its re-
solve to achieve steady growth in the face of
daunting difficulties.To achieve these goals,
China must unswervingly stick to its policy of
reform and opening up.

The new narrative demonstrates China's
resolve to become more realistic, flexible
and farsighted, with the vision of innova-

tive, coordinated,green,and open develop-
ment that is for everyone.

The Chinese economy still has bright
prospects. Despite a foreseeable fall in its
GDP growth rate,China is expected to see its
economy expand this year, and a robust re-
bound in 2021, according to the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund's latest World Eco-
nomic Outlook report.

No specific target is a good target.

China has not set a specific economic growth
target for 2020 for good reason

■■The third session of the 13th National Com-
mittee of the Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference, China's top po-
litical advisory body, opened on Thursday.

■■This year's "two sessions" are expected to
highlight the nation's final push in poverty
alleviation and completing the building of
a moderately prosperous society, or “Xi-
aokang,” in all respects.

■■National lawmakers and political advisors
in China are also expected to discuss how
to strive for improved performance in all
areas of economic and social development
as epidemic prevention and control be-
comes regular practice.
China onThursday raised the curtain for its annual

political high season after an over-two-month post-
ponement as the country has turned the tide on the
COVID-19 epidemic.

The top political advisory body started its annual
sessionThursday afternoon in Beijing, kicking off the
“two sessions,”a major event in China's political cal-
endar that also includes the annual gathering of the
national legislature to open on Friday.

This year's sessions are expected to highlight
China's final push in poverty alleviation and com-
pleting the building of a moderately prosperous soci-
ety, or “Xiaokang,” in all respects.

Xi Jinping and other Chinese leaders attended the
opening meeting of the third session of the 13th Na-
tional Committee of the Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference (CPPCC), held at the Great
Hall of the People.

“The year 2020 marks the concluding phase for
China's endeavour to build a moderately prosperous
society in all respects and deliver on the 13th Five-

Year Plan,”WangYang, chairman of the 13th CPPCC
National Committee, told more than 2,000 political
advisors at the meeting.

The country's poverty alleviation tasks are near
completion, as the number of impoverished people
fell to 5.51 million at the end of 2019 from 98.99 mil-

lion at the end of 2012.
Wang called on political advisors to fulfill their du-

ties focusing on coordinating epidemic control and
economic and social development to make contribu-
tions to winning the battle against poverty and com-
pleting the building of a moderately prosperous soci-

ety in all respects.
Facing mounting uncertainties both at home and

abroad,national legislators and political advisors are
expected to offer insights on how to secure the goal-
achieving victory and lay good foundations for fu-
ture development.

Fairness and equality will be highlighted in this
crucial year during discussions on “Xiaokang”-re-
lated topics such as housing, health and medical
care, according to Xin Ming, a professor at the Party
School of the Communist Party of China Central
Committee.

This year's “two sessions” are expected to garner
more attention from home and abroad as they shed
light on how the country will march toward its cente-
nary goal while navigating COVID-19 ravages.

China has, through arduous efforts, achieved deci-
sive results in curbing the epidemic and public health
will be high on the agenda during the sessions.

Lawmakers and political advisors are also ex-
pected to discuss how to strive for improved perfor-
mance in all areas of economic and social develop-
ment as epidemic prevention and control becomes
regular practice.

“China demonstrated great vitality in its systems
and I have great confidence in our nation's develop-
ment despite uncertainties for the future,” said
Zhang Shuibo, a member of the CPPCC National
Committee and head of the School of International
Project Management atTianjin University.

On Friday, Premier Li Keqiang is expected to de-
liver a government work report to the legislative ses-
sion,which will be closely watched since it will offer a
series of solutions and new policy indicators in terms
of how the world's second-largest economy is han-
dling the fallout of the COVID-19 epidemic and
global economic recession.

Also on the agenda is the deliberation of a draft
civil code. Once adopted, it will help boost the mod-
ernisation of China's system and capacity for gover-
nance, saidWangYi,dean of the law school at Renmin
University of China.

China’s “two sessions”
to secure nation’s “Xiaokang” victory

Tourists admire the skyline view of Lujiazui area at the Bund in Shanghai, east China, Jan. 6, 2020.
(Xinhua/Wang Xiang)

Aerial photo taken on May 14, 2020 shows a view of the county seat of Huanjiang Maonan Autonomous County
in south China's Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region. (Xinhua/Lu Boan)

A firefighter conducts disinfection at the Wuhan Tianhe International Airport in Wuhan, central China's Hubei Province, April 3, 2020.
(Xinhua/Cheng Min)

People work at a factory of Baoding Technology Co. Ltd. at Tangqi Town in Yuhang
District of Hangzhou City, east China's Zhejiang Province, Feb. 16, 2020. (Xinhua/Xu Yu)

A train runs past the bridge over Yachi River during a trial operation of Chengdu-Guiyang railway in
southwest China's Guizhou Province, Dec. 2, 2019. (Xinhua/Liu Xu)
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