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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has
disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.
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Delhi adds
117 private
clinics to
Covid list

CASE CONCENTRATION

Maharashtra accounts
for a third of all-India
cases, shapes Covid map

ASTHA SAXENA

NEW DELHI, MAY 24

WORLD

On March 24, it had a fifth of all cases;
last 10 days, 40% of all new cases
7-DAY GROWTH RATES

At IGI Airport’s Terminal 3, which becomes operational on Monday, passenger baggage will be sanitised in ‘UV tunnels’ to
check the spread of the novel coronavirus. At least 13 such tunnels have been set up. Abhinav Saha

Domesticflightsbegintoday,11
statesandJ&Kwillquarantine
Ministry asks airlines to display state-specific information on their sites
PRANAV MUKUL

NEW DELHI, MAY 24
ADAYbeforeairlinesresumedomestic flights, at least 11 states
and the Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir have mandated either institutional or
home quarantine for arriving
passengers.Aspreadingsenseof
caution among states, hours beforeoperationsaresettoresume,
led to confusion among civil aviation sector stakeholders.
On Sunday evening, senior
airline executives met Civil
Aviation Secretary Pradeep
SinghKharolaandothergovernment officials to fine tune lastminute modalities, and to understand how to deal with a
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MP: If passengers test

flurry of state government orders and guidelines.
In the meeting that lasted
overanhour,thegovernmentin-

TAMIL NADU:

positive, to be sent to Covid
care centre or institutional
quarantine for 10 days

Thermal-screening, 14-day
quarantine for incoming
passengers

KERALA: Travel permit for
flying in, 14-day quarantine

ASSAM: 1,000 hotel rooms

UP: Incoming passengers

WEST BENGAL:

to submit details, 14-day
home quarantine

A DAY after a team from
NortheastDelhi’sJafrabadpolice
stationarrestedtwomembersof
Pinjra Tod, a women’s student
organisation,inconnectionwith
their allegedrole inthe anti-CAA
Jafrabad sit-in protest in
February this year, a Delhi court
granted them bail, saying that

IPC Section 353 (assault or criminal force to deter public servant
from discharge of his duty) invoked against them was “not
maintainable”, and that they
were “merely protesting against
NRC and CAA”.
The respite, though, was
short lived as a Special
Investigation Team of the Crime
Branch arrested them under
charges of murder, attempt to
murder, rioting and criminal
conspiracy, and sought their police custody for 14 days. The
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formed airlines about the “cautiousness” of state governments
in allowing people flying into
their borders in large numbers.
Airlines were asked to display all
state-specific information on
their websites besides other in-

in Guwahati for quarantine

Domestic flights to resume
May 28
formation necessary for passengers to know ahead of flying.
Governments of Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu,
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Kerala, Karnataka, Assam,
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Devangana Kalita and
Natasha Narwal of Pinjra Tod
court eventually remanded
them in two-day police custody.
Police claim the two women,

PUNE, MAY 24

IN THE nearly three months the
Coronavirus has been in India,
theoneenduringtrendhasbeen
the dominance of Maharashtra
in the growth of Covid in the
country. If anything, this has
steadilystrengthenedwithtime.
On March 24, when the first
countrywidenationallockdown
was imposed, Maharashtra had
one-fifth of all the Coronavirus
infections in the country. Two
months later, as India’s caseload
has gone past 1.3 lakh,
Maharashtra’s share has increased to more than one-third.
Inthelasttendays,morethan40
per cent of new infections detected in the country have come
from Maharashtra.
Such is the dominance that

17 May

Mumbai,
Pune
holdkey

AMITABH SINHA

THIS IS double-edged. If
Mumbai-Pune belt can
be contained, it will flatten India’s curve but this
region is crucial to economic activity. And the
high population density
clusters makes sealing a
logistical challenge.
whenever Maharashtra has
managed to slow down its
growth for a while, it has slowed
the national growth rate as well.
And, the opposite has been true
as well. In fact, the curve for the
nationalgrowthrateveryclosely
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TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE
LOCKDOWN
DAY

CASES:

61 1,31,868

RECOVERED:54,440 | DEATHS:3,867
TESTS:29,43,421 | DOUBLINGRATE:13.20**
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Devangana Kalita (30) and
Natasha Narwal (32), were
among those who organised an
anti-CAAprotestandroadblockadeunderJafrabadMetrostation
on February 22-23. The protest
hadpromptedapro-CAArallyby
BJP’s Kapil Mishra and his supporters on February 23. A day
later,riotsbrokeoutinthedistrict.
The women are facing three
probes by the Special Cell, the
Jafrabad police station, and the
Crime Branch SIT. On Saturday,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Last 10 days,
positivity
curve begins
to steepen

TOTAL
CASES

SURGEIN
24HRS

■ Maharashtra

47,190

2,608

6.33%

11.37

■ Gujarat

13,669

396

3.17%

22.74

■ Delhi

13,418

508

4.66%

15.45

■ Tamil Nadu

15,512

759

5.61%

12.83

■ Bihar

2,394

228

10.66%

6.75

■ West Bengal

3,459

127

4.30%

16.74
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* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

CONCERN

BIHAR: Slight dip
in growth rate, but
situation remains
largely unchanged.
Cases rising rapidly.

CAUTION

7-DAYAVG. DOUBLING
GROWTH* RATE**

** Calculated over 7-day growth

TAMIL NADU:
Four straight days
of 700+ new
infections. Daily
high so far is 798.

A GLIMMER

ODISHA: Growth
rate down by nearly
half over the last
week. But could be a
temporary relief.

Based on daily data by Centre, ICMR, state governments

NEW DELHI, MAY 24

WHILE THE government has
maintained that the low positivity rate (share of tests that yield
positive cases) does not warrant
more intensive testing for Covid,
ICMR records show a steady rise
in positivity rates over the last
four weeks.
More so in the last 10 days
when migrant workers have
startedreturninghomeonboard
Shramik Special trains.
ICMR records show that between April 16 and 28, the positivity rate slumped from 4.8 per
centto3.0.Butthisbeganinching
up since then to 7.0 at the end of
day on May 23.
The positivity trend, in fact,
steepens over the last one week
when the lockdown restrictions
were eased (see page 2 graph).
The cumulative positivity rate
9of total tests performed) still
hovers under 5 per cent.
Replying to a question from
The Indian Express, ICMR DG
Balram Bhargava admitted that
rising positivity is a cause for
concern.
The case fatality rate (deaths
asapercentageof Covid-positive
cases), though, is stable during
this period — between 3 and 3.5
per cent.
Normally,Covidtrendsasper
multiple data sheets shared by
the governments show a 14-day
lag in reflecting lockdown relaxations. For example, last week
Niti Aayog Member Dr Vinod
Paul said that data until May 22
would reflect the gains made in
Lockdown 2.0 which ended on
May 3.
ThelatesttrendscomeasIndia
ramps up testing from under
30,000dailyinmid-Apriltoover1
lakh tests now. More than 6000
newcaseshavebeenreportedfor
the last four days in a row.
According to a study by
Oxford Martin School at the
University of Oxford, India
records a cumulative positivity
rate of about 4.5 per cent and
ranks better than USA (11.6 per
cent), UK (7.6 per cent), Italy (6.7
percent)andJapan(6.2percent)
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Covid wake-up call: Health infrastructure Whistleblower behind Gujarat HC order: ‘No
only 1 per cent of Smart City projects
PPE kit, mask, gloves... can be in big trouble’
KARISHMA MEHROTRA &
HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MAY 24

MAHARASHTRA
GOVERNOR WANTS
RAJ BHAVAN TO BE
INDEPENDENT

WHAT YOU MUST KNOW

Court grants activists bail saying they were
only protesting, police arrest them again
NEW DELHI, MAY 24
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Growth rates in percent

SIGNALLING ITS estimate of the
Covid-19 spread in Delhi, the
state government on Sunday directed 117 private clinics with a
capacity of at least 50 beds to
earmark 20 per cent of them for
positive cases.
Health Minister Satyendar
Jain said in a tweet that the government “felt an imperative
need” to increase the number of
beds. The nursing homes that
are covered under the directive
will continue to provide treatment to non-Covid patients too,
officials said. They have also
been allowed to add 25 per cent
extra beds, depending on need
and availability of space.
Delhi reported 508 fresh
cases on Sunday, taking the total
to 13,418. Of the 1,886 patients
currently in hospital, 1,379 are
undergoingtreatmentinsixgovernmentfacilities.Tenprivatefacilities have also been roped in.
The latest order, Dr Nutan
Mundeja, director-general of
healthservices,said:“Ithasbeen
found that in the recent past, a
majority of beds earmarked for
Covid-19 patients in the dedicated private hospitals are occupied at a given time. Therefore,
there is a need to increase the
number of beds dedicated for
Covid-19 patients in the city private hospitals.”
On Sunday, most of the top
designated private hospitals
were running at 100 per cent
bed capacity in Covid ICUs.
At Max Smart Super
Speciality Hospital in Saket, all
32 beds in the Covid ICU were
full. “Initially, we had 160 beds
earmarkedforCovid-19patients
but we increased it to 194 on
Saturday,” said a hospital
spokesperson. The eight Covid
ICU beds at Indraprastha Apollo
Hospital and the three at Fortis
Hospital in Shalimar Bagh were
also occupied.
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AS URBAN centres struggle to
putdowntheoutbreakof Covid19, creation of health infrastructure seems to be very low priorityinprojectsfor100citiesbeing
developed as smart cities under
a central government scheme.
A scrutiny of publicly available data of projects taken up
undertheSmartCityMissionreveals that only 69 of 5,861 proj-

Jaipur among hotspot cities
that have not listed healthrelated project. Archive
ects were for health infrastructureandcapacitybuilding —this
works out to a little over 1 per
cent of total projects selected

since 2015.
These 69 projects, located in
55 of the 100 smart cities being
developed,willcostanestimated
Rs 2112.06 crore — about 1 per
cent of the total Mission investment of Rs 205,018 crore. In percentage terms, it’s even lower
thanthecombinedhealthexpenditure of Centre and states — 1.6
percentof theGDP—in2019-20.
Of 491projectsworthoverRs
100 crore sanctioned under the
Mission, only three — in Erode
(Rs 370 crore), Belagavi (Rs 350

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

RITU SHARMA

AHMEDABAD, MAY 24
ALLCOVIDpatientsaremanaged
by junior resident doctors, with
no senior professor on duty for
rounds or emergency. Doctors
on non-Covid duty are not given
PPE kits, N-95 masks, or proper
gloves. Not even 10 per cent of
the nearly 700 resident doctors,
who stay in a common hostel,
have been tested.
These are some of the key

charges listed in the anonymous
letter that is a part of the Gujarat
High Court’s scathing order on
thepoorCovidmanagementand
high mortality rate in the state’s
frontline facility — Ahmedabad
Civil Hospital.
The contents of the letter
suggest that it was likely written
bya25-year-oldmedicalprofessionalinthehospital’sgynaecologydepartmentwhotestedpositive while on non-Covid duty.
In its order Saturday on a suo
motu public interest litigation,

the High Court called the hospital, which has accounted for 377
Covid deaths (45% of Gujarat’s
toll), “as good as a dungeon, may
be even worse”.
Describing the letter’s contents as “very disturbing”, the
court asked if the Health
MinisterandChief Secretaryhad
“any idea” about the problems
faced by patients and staff.
On Sunday, Health Minister
Nitin Patel said the state government has “reviewed the High
Courtorderanditsobservations”

and “held a meeting to discuss
and give a reply... next week.”
Theletter,meanwhile,details
alleged inhuman conditions at
the hospital for doctors and
claims that arrangements in
wards posed a threat to the life
of patients.
“Thehospitalmanagementis
just concerned that if residents
will get tested, and if they turn
out to be positive, then who will
work. No senior professors are
comingforroundsoremergency.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Brands, local and global, get vocal about their Indian roots

PRANAV MUKUL

NEW DELHI, MAY 24
FROM AN Indian food company
placing one of its top-selling
products against the tri-colour
background to a foreign shoemaker invoking its 89-year old
presence in the country to buttress its Indian roots, companies
are bracing to either leverage
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s “vocal for local” call as a
tool to market their brands under the nationalistic banner or
are gearing up to tackle potential backlash on account of a
brand’s foreign identity — de-

pending on which side of the divide they’re on.
According to senior people
in several companies The Indian
Express spoke with soon after
the Prime Minister said that
every Indian “has to become vocal for their local, not only to
buy local products, but also to
promote them proudly”, C-level
executives scrambled to come
up with a plan to get the brand’s
messaging across.
This was followed by a flurry
of social media posts by companies.
On Instagram, biscuit and
candymaker Parle advertised its
glucose biscuit Parle-G as

“Bharat ka apna biscuit” (India’s
own biscuit), and called for supporting swadeshi businesses.
On the other hand, even as most
foreign brands chose to sit this
one out, shoemaker Bata,
founded in the Czech republic
and now headquartered in
Switzerland, took to Twitter to
highlight that since 1931, it has
four factories “that contribute
to footwear requirement of
crores of Indians and India’s
self-reliance story”. Various
other brands with Indian roots,
including FMCG majors such as
Dabur and ITC called for supporting local businesses in
India.

Illustration: Mithun Chakraborty

On May 12, announcing the
Rs 20 lakh crore AtmaNirbhar
package in an address to the nation, Prime Minister Modi had
said, “Friends, the Corona crisis
has also explained to us the importance of Local manufacturing, Local market and Local supply chain. In times of crisis, this
Local has fulfilled our demand,
this Local has saved us. Local is
not just the need, it is our responsibility also.”
However, the PM’s call for
supporting homegrown businesses has been discussed by
companies beyond the realm of
marketing and brand strategy.
An executive with a US-

based infrastructure company
said as a measure of abundant
precaution, they’re exploring
options to counter any adverse
reaction if the call for embracing local companies is adopted
by customers in their field of
operations, a majority of which
are state-owned entities. As a
fall-back measure, one of the
options being discussed in to
leverage the company’s old association with India, which
dates back to the early 1900s.
But an executive with a
homegrown sporting goods
manufacturer said this couldn’t
have come at a better time.
Sports good manufacturers in

New Delhi

India are hoping to use the “go
local” call to their advantage, especially given the rising competition in the budget sports
goods category on account of
the influx of Chinese brands and
French brands.
Interestingly, administrative
agencies such as the Central
Police Canteen have reached
out to major foreign firms such
as Hindustan Unilever, the
Indian unit of Anglo-Dutch
company Unilever, and
Japanese electronics company
Panasonic, to seek details of
their products — whether they
are made from locally-sourced
raw materials.
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ASSAM

Foreigners’ Tribunal
member discharged
over controversial letter
ABHISHEK SAHA

GUWAHATI, MAY 24
ASSAM GOVERNMENT has discontinued the services of KK
Gupta as the Member of a
Foreigners’TribunalinBaksadistrict a month after a controversial letter was penned by him
saying that relief money collectedbycertainmembersof the
tribunal was not meant for
Tablighi Jamaat attendees,
“Jihadis” and “Jahil”.
NGoswami, theunder secretary to the government of
Assam,politicaldepartment,notified: “In the interest of public
service… Kamalesh Kumar
Gupta, Member, Foreigners'
Tribunal, Baksa stands released
w.e.f 23/5/2020 (afternoon) as
hisconducthasbeenfoundtobe

unbecoming of a responsible FT
Member.”
A senior government official
said, “The state cannot afford to
have such a person in such a responsible position.” He explained that Gupta’s contract
hadcomeupforrenewalandthe
government decided against renewing it.
The Indian Express had reportedinAprilaboutGupta’sletter. It was addressed to state
Health and Finance Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma and was
signed by Gupta. It bore the
name of 12 other tribunal members who later distanced themselves from it.
Foreigners’ Tribunals are
quasi-judicial bodies that judge
whether a person is an ‘illegal
foreigner’ or not as per the
Foreigners Act, 1946.
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Contact for Advt. Booking: M/s Friends Publicity Service
23276901, 23282028 (M): 9212008155, 9212665841.

Here are a few
innovations the
pandemic led to

Pregnant women are
at a higher risk of more
severe illness

NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY
Today on the 3 Things podcast, we look
how West Bengal has been affected by
Cyclone Amphan and the measures the
government is taking

FROM PAGE ONE

Letter behind
Gujarat HC’s
Covid order:
‘big trouble’
All patients are managed by junior residents only. The management is not taking action for residents,insteadtheyarecallingus
cowards and kamchor (lazy).
Which is so not the case, especiallywhenwearetheonesriskingthelivesanddoingallwecan
despite all the odds,” it says.
The letter claims that “eight
residents from my department
andfiveresidentsofmyunitwere
testedpositiveandwewerecrit-

3 police units
probe Pinjra Tod:
activists get bail,
arrested again
Narwalwasbeingquestionedby
officers of the Special Cell when
officersfromtheJafrabadstation
arrested her from her residence.
TheteamfromJafrabadpolice
station arrested them under IPC
sections 186 (obstructing public
servant in discharge of public
functions) and 353 (assault or
criminalforcetodeterpublicservant from discharge of his duty).
However, granting them bail
onSunday,DutyMagistrateAjeet
Narayanstatedthat"fromtheperusalofFIRandcasefile,primafacietheoffenceundersection353
is not maintainable”.
"Facts of the case reveal that
theaccusedweremerelyprotestingagainsttheNRCandCAAand
the accused did not indulge in
any violence. Also, the accused
have strong roots in society and
are well-educated. Accused are
ready to cooperate with the police regarding the investigation,"
the order stated.
“Also, considering the situation that the accused are vulnerable to the current pandemic of
Covid-19,thiscourtisnotinclined
togivePCremandof theaccused
andapplicationofpoliceremand
is declined," it added.
In the meantime, the Crime
Branch investigation officer (IO)
Kuldeep Singh moved an application before the court, seeking
to interrogate the two women.
TheDutyMagistratenotedin
his order: “Both the accused are
arrested in case FIR No. 48/20 PS
JafrabadbyIORamMeherSingh,
SHO PS Jafrabad. Both the ac-

Domestic flights resume today,
11 states, one UT want quarantine
Chhattisgarh, Meghalaya,
OdishaandJ&Khavemandated
either institutional or home
quarantine for passengers flyingtocitiesintheirstate.Some
like Uttar Pradesh have also
mandatedregistrationof arrivingpassengers.However,Uttar
Pradeshhasdifferentnormsfor
passengers transiting through
the state or those intending to
make a short visit, as long as
they can produce a proof of
departure.
A senior executive at a lowcost airline compared the situationtovisarulesimplemented
by various countries. “To begin
with,itmaynotbeviableforus
to fly to certain destinations

with quarantine restrictions.
Only a handful may want to fly
insuchcases.Airlinestraditionally do not take responsibility
for visa rules and similarly it is
difficult to be constantly updatedwiththemultiplechanginglocalrequirements,”theexecutive said.
Inthe meeting betweenthe
civil aviation ministry and airlines, it was revealed that the
Mumbai airport, the second
largestinIndia,willoperateonly
25 arrivals and 25 departures
daily, to begin with. This followed a statement by
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray that he had
communicatedtothecivilavia-

tion minister that “minimum
possibledomesticflights”beoperated. Hours before the meeting,theMumbaiairporthaddecided on a schedule of 45 daily
flights starting Monday. Flights
tootherairportsinMaharashtra
will operate as per the stipulation that only 33 per cent of the
pre-Covid number of flights be
deployed by airlines when flying between a metro (Delhi,
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata,
BengaluruandHyderabad)and
a non-metro.
Further, according to
sources, airlines will operate
only10departuresfromKolkata
and Bagdogra in West Bengal
from May 28; 15 departures

from Telangana May 25 onwards, and only 20 per cent of
the usual schedule from
Vishakhapatnam
and
Vijaywada starting May 26.
On Saturday, Civil Aviation
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
had said there was no need for
domesticpassengerstobequarantined. But the guidelines issued by the Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare on
Sunday gives a free hand to
statestodecidetheirownhealth
protocols. “States can also develop their own protocol with
regardstoquarantineandisolation as per their assessment,”
saidtheguidelinesissuedbythe
health ministry.

Positivity curve begins to steepen

asonMay23. However,thelatest trend could affect this listing.
This upward trend in positivity holds significance in the
cusedhas(sic)disclosedtheirinvolvement in present case also.
They are also named in the disclosure statement of co-accused
personsarrestedinpresentcase.
Applicantisallowedandpermission is granted to interrogate the
accused for 15 minutes and also
formal arrest of the accused if
necessary.”
After 15 minutes, IO Kuldeep
Singh “produced both accused
after arrest”. “Application for PC
remand for 14 days was moved
by Inspector Kuldeep Singh. IO
has submitted that the accused
have to be thoroughly interrogatedatlengthto knowtheconspiracybehindtheincidentsand
the identity of the co-accused
has to be established and PC remand is necessary to arrest the
co-accused,”
the
Duty
Magistrate noted. Adit S Pujari,
Tusharika Mattoo and Kunal
Negi, counsel for the accused,
opposed the police application,
saying Kalita and Narwal have
been implicated in the case
malafidely.
“Considering the facts and
circumstances of the case, and
the initial stage of the investigation, both the accused remanded to two days’ police custody,” the Duty Magistrate said.
While Kalita is an MPhil student at JNU’s Centre for
Women’s Studies, Narwal is a
PhD student at the Centre for
Historical Studies. They are both
foundingmembersof PinjraTod,
formed in 2015, primarily in opposition to hostel curfews at
Delhi’scollegesanduniversities.
Kalita and Narwal have done
their graduation from DU’s
Miranda House and Hindu
College, respectively.
In a statement, the JNU
Teachers' Association said, "The
starkmismatchbetweenthepattern of the arrests by the Delhi
Police and that of the violence as
recordedbyseveralindependent
factfindingteams,andthesteady

wake of increased movement
of migrants from red zone areas into green and orange
zones. The Railways, in fact,
ferried about 40 lakh migrant
refusal of the police to take any
substantive action against those
whohadbeenrepeatedlycaught
by TV cameras spewing hatred
andurgingviolencebeforetheriotsbrokeout,pointsclearlytothe
fact that the Delhi Police is conducting a witch hunt of those
whose only crime was to be part
of a democratic opposition to
something they consider to be
anti-Constitutional."
TheJNUStudents'Unionsaid
in a statement: "The Delhi Police
has never displayed the same
alacrityinarrestingKapilMishra
or his ilk in connection with the
violence… By arresting two
women activists now… the policeisnowclearlydemonstrating
thatbasiccourtesiesandtherule
of law have been replaced by
brute force.

Maharashtra is
epicentre, shapes
Covid map
of India
resembles that of Maharashtra
(see chart). Same is true when it
comes to doubling time of cases.
Inotherwords,iftheoutbreak
inMaharashtraissomehowcontained, or its growth slowed
down,asizeablepartoftheproblem in the country would be
taken care of. But doing that is
easier said than done.
“From a containment perspective,itisgoodif alargenumberofinfectionsareconcentrated
withinasmallgeographicalarea.
Theoretically,thisentireareacan
be isolated, and movement to
and from this area can be restricted.EveninMaharashtra,the
entirestateisnotequallyaffected.
Anoverwhelmingnumberof infections are just in the two cities
of Mumbai and Pune and their
suburbs.Itisthisonecontiguous
regionthatisthebiggestproblem
area. Theoretically, if we are able

workers from urban centres to
their native places in the last
three weeks. And plans to run
2600 more Shramik Special
trains in the next 10 days.
toensurethatnoinfectedperson
goes out of this area, eventually
the disease will tire itself out in
this area, without contributing
much to the spread elsewhere,”
said Sitabhra Sinha of the
Institute of Mathematical
Sciences in Chennai who has
been tracking the spread of the
disease. But the idea of putting
entirecitiesunderquarantinehas
huge practical difficulties, especiallyifthecitiesareasimportant
for financial and industrial wellbeing of the country as Mumbai
and Pune.
Gautam Menon, a professor
of computational biology and
theoretical physics, also at the
Institute of Mathematical
Sciences, said containment
wouldprobablyhavebeeneasier
if, instead of being in Mumbai, a
similarnumberof caseswerelocated at some other place even if
thegeographicalspreadwasalittlemorethanthesizeofMumbai.
“In a way, Mumbai is representative case of how difficult it
is to contain an infectious disease in dense urban settings. A
similar situation is being played
out in other cities like
Ahmedabad, Delhi, or Chennai
as well. But, even amongst these
cities, Mumbai probably presents the most complex challenge. I am not very surprised to
see that it is Mumbai where we
are seeing this kind of growth
andnotanyothercityorregion,”
Menon said.
Unlikemanyotherstates,the
growth of infections in
Maharashtrahasbeenunabated,
and it never had any “passive”
phase.
Sinha said this was not unusual. “In fact, Maharashtra is
probablytheonlystatewhichhas
followed an almost textbook example of an epidemic curve. The
growth did slow down a bit because of the lockdown but, overall, the curve is exactly what one
would expect it to be. In many

New Delhi

23May

20May

17May

■■ Positivity

11May

CASE FATALITY RATIO
3.5
3.4
3.3
3.2
3.1
3.0
2.9
2.8
2.7

14May

POSITIVITY

5May

8.0
7.0
6.0
5.0
4.0
3.0
2.0
1.0
0.0

8May

crore) and Tumakuru (Rs 350
crore) — were meant for health
infrastructure.
The government launched
the Smart Cities Mission in 2015
for a five-year period, selecting
100citiesinfourrounds.“Health
and education” form one of 10
“coreinfrastructureelements”of
a smart city as envisioned by the
Centre.Butintermsof spending,
they seem to be very low priority.
Ofthe30municipalareasthat
the government has pinpointed
because they account for 79 per
centof thecountry'sCovidcases,
17 are smart cities. Only seven of
these17smartcitieshavechosen
to use the Mission’s funds in a
projectdirectlyrelatedtohealth.
They together had only 11
projects on health from among
674 total projects sanctioned in
these17cities.Someofthelargest
hotspots — Bhopal, Thane, Surat,
Chennai, and Jaipur — have not
listed any health-related project
in their Smart City plans.
Surat has spent most on water supply management, Thane
on transportation, and Chennai
on electricity.
Of the 17 hotspots that are
also smart cities, Delhi has spent
the most on health-related projects – Rs 34.75 crore on building
healthcare systems such as digital records and virtual medical
services.
In overall spending under
Missionheads,only2.3percentis
devotedtohealthandeducation.
Area development (23 per cent)
accounts for the highest share in
proposed investment, followed
by urban transport (14 per cent),
watersupply(11percent),housing(9.9percent),ITconnectivity
anddigitization(8.5percent),energy(7.2percent),sewerageand
septage (7.2 per cent), and economicdevelopment(6percent).
While two sectors — ‘environment including pollution’ and
‘solidwastemanagement’—have
got a share of investment equal
to ‘health and education’, there
are three sectors — storm water
drainage(2.2percent);non-motorisedtransportandwalkability
(2.1 per cent); and safety and security(1.9percent)—whichhave
received less.
Even those within the
Ministry of Urban Development
(MoUD) say a new refocusing
post-Covid may be necessary.
“I have been seeing all 100
smartcityproposals,”saidHitesh
Vaidya, Director of National
Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA),
the research body of MoUD.
“Cities define what smartness
theywant,andhealthdidnotfigureasprominently.Themajorfocus was to make a city economically vibrant, but now with
Covid-19,wewillrealisethatyou
can only be an economic engine
if your people are healthy.”
AnotherofficialattheMission
said “health was never that kind
of priority as such, but all of that
will change. Cities can re-orient
theirprojectsandthathasbegun
to happen.”

icisedforgettingourtestsdone”.
“Sincefivedays,wealmostmore
than 30 residents are here, isolated in Hotel Marriott. No one
from hospital management has
botheredtoatleastcallusforour
condition,” states the letter.
“Sir, we were having such a
bigpatientload.Despitethat,we
were neither given PPE kit nor N
95masks.Evenproperglovesnot
available to conduct normal delivery,” it says, adding that “excuses were given” instead.
When contacted by The
Indian Express for a response to
the allegations raised in the letter,DrMMPrabhakar,Officeron
Special Duty (OSD) at the hospital, said: “Since this is a High
Courtmatter,Iamnotauthorised
and cannot comment on this.”
Theletteralsoreferstoalleged
lack of testing for doctors in the
hospital. “We are assuming already that if residents get tested,
half of the residents will turn to
bepositive.Sir,imaginethemayhem that’s going to get caused.
This is an urgent situation which
demands urgent action,” it says.
Claiming that it is difficult to
workonnon-COVIDduty,theletterstatesthatdespitemanyresidentstestingpositiveinthesame
unit and department, the others
were not tested or their contacts
traced.
“They are not understanding
thatbeingCOVID+ve,if wework
withpatientsinnon-COVIDduty
thenpatientswillgetaffectedby
thevirus,insteadofgettingcured.
OnthedayIwastestedpositive,I
conducted 3 Normal deliveries
and one C-section, and almost
cameincontactwith20patients
directly and their newborns.
There has been no contact tracingdoneforthesame.Noauthority has inquired about it,”
it states.
And in what appears to be a
clue about the author, the letter
states: “At the age of 25 nothing
muchwillhappentome.Iturned
out to be negative within 5 days
without any treatment but it is
notsameasforpregnantfemales
andneonates.Theyareimmunocompromised i.e. if we will encounter the virus, they can be in
big trouble.”

2May

Health
infrastructure
only 1% of Smart
City projects

29Apr

CHIEF MINISTER Uddhav
Thackeray on Sunday said that a
sudden lifting of lockdown regulations would be detrimental for
the fight against Covid-19 pandemic.Healsotookaswipeatthe
economicpackageannouncedby
the Centre, stating that many a
times, fancy looking packages
turnouttobenothingbuthollow
promises.
In a televised speech to the
state,Uddhavsaid:“Itwaswrong
toimposethelockdownsuddenly.
Itwillbeequallywrongtoliftitin
one go. We need to be careful
whileremovingrestrictionsaswe
try to restore normalcy.”
On the state BJP’s demand for
aneconomicpackage,UddhavdescribedtheCentre’sfiscalpackage
as nothing but a hollow promise.
“We are being asked why we
are not announcing a package?
Manypackagesworthcroreshave
beenannounced.Thesepackages
are packaged well but when you
open them, all that you get is an
emptybox.Mygovernmentisnot
the type to make empty promises,” he said.
Uddhav also took a swipe at
the Centre over its reluctance in
operating trains for migrants before announcing the lockdown.
“We had been asking for trains
from the Centre before the lock-

WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT
PREGNANCY & COVID

26Apr

MUMBAI, MAY 24

downwasimplemented.Wehad
toldthemthatwewouldbearthe
cost,asthemigrantswerekeenon
returninghome.Forsomereason,
thepermissionwasdenied.Trains
were started only after the dangers increased. The Centre says it
will pay 85 per cent of the cost of
these train. We are hopeful that
we will get this money...” he said.
Uddhavclaimedthatwhilehis
governmenthasbeenseeking80
trainsdailytosendmigrantsback
to their respective states, the
Centre is sending only 30-40
trains every day.
“The Maharashtra governmenthasnotyetreceiveditsdue
GST amount. There are other
pending dues from the Centre...
Weare,however,notpoliticising
these issues. The Centre’s share
of the train ticket cost for facilitating transportation of migrant
labourers is also yet to be received. There is still shortage of
some medicines. Earlier, we did
face shortage of PPE kits and
other equipment... we have not
politicisedtheseissuesandIwish
otherpartiesalsodonotplaypolitics,” he said.
Uddhav said his government
has so far sent back 7 lakh migrantstotheirrespectivestatesin
481trains,withthethestatebearing 100 per cent of the costs —
spending Rs 85 crore. He added
that similarly, it has spent Rs 75
croretosend3.8lakhmigrantsto
their states in buses.

COVID: INNOVATIONS
WE'LL REMEMBER

23Apr

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

EXPLAINED

17Apr

Wrong to impose
lockdown suddenly,
equally wrong to lift
it in one go: Uddhav

The destruction that
Cyclone Amphan
caused

DaysafterUSbiotechnologycompanyModernaIncreportedsuccessfulresultsfromitsexperimentalvaccine
forCovid-19,asecondbreakthroughhasbeenmadeinChina,withCansinoBiologicsIncsayingthevaccine
appearedtobesafeandmightprotectpeoplefromthenovelcoronavirus
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This has resulted in a surge
in cases in migrant destination
states like UP, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Odisha and West Bengal.
otherstates,therehavebeendisruptions,causedeitherbyspecific
triggers like a super spreader
event,orreportingofinconsistent
or low-quality data,” he said.
What has been a little unexpected, however, is the fact that
reproductive number for
Maharashtra has continued to
decline even more than two
weeksafterthelockdowneasing.
The Reproductive number, or R,
is the average number of people
whogetinfectedbyanalreadyinfected person, and is a very good
measuretoassesshowfastaninfectiousdiseasewasspreadingin
a population.
“Right now, the R-number
for India as well as Maharashtra
are at the lowest point during
this pandemic. I was expecting
this value to begin rising by
around May 15, as a fall-out of
the relaxation in lockdown
rules. The R-number for
Maharashtra is a little higher
than that of India as a whole, but
it is still at its lowest, and that is
a bit surprising. I would wait for
a few more days to see whether
this is a temporary blip, or part
of a larger trend. I am expecting
the R-number to rise, and consequently there is likely to be a
surge in Maharashtra numbers
in the coming days,” Sinha said.
More so when domestic airline services resume operations
Monday and industrial and
other activities in areas outside
of municipal limits of Mumbai
and Pune have got a go-ahead
to re-start work.
The task is cut out, said
Vineeta Bal, an immunologist at
the Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research (IISER)
in Pune. “Eventually, how successful we are in containing the
spread of the disease, especially
inacitylikeMumbai,willdepend
toaverylargeextentonhowempowered and effective local authorities are in dealing with this
crisis,” she said.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

3 THE OUTBREAK
THE INDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, MAY 25, 2020

BRIEFLY

Twoinjuredin
fightbetween
groups

New Delhi: Two mensustained injuries after a
fight broke out between
two groups in Northeast
Delhi’s Maujpur, said police Sunday. Cross FIRs
have been registered
against the groups for allegedly inciting violence.
Police denied allegations
of communal violence.

Landlord‘kills’
histenant
New Delhi: A 35-year-old
e-rickshawdriver was allegedlykilledbyhislandlord after he used a 100watt bulb inside his
rented house in Harsh
Vihar on Friday. Police
said the landlord has
been arrested.

Manwhoshot
selfcritical
Gurgaon: Two days after
a 34-year-old man shot
himself inside his car,
with the bullet piercing
through his head and injuring his 24-year-old
pregnantwife,policesaid
the former, against
whom an FIR has been
filed, is still critical in the
ICU of Safdarjung
Hospital. The woman is
out of danger.

Heatwave
continues
New Delhi: The heatwave
continued in Delhi-NCR
on Sunday, with the
maximum temperature
being recorded at 44.4
degrees Celsius in the
city. ENS

WAS ON VENTILATOR, SAYS DOCTOR

46-yr-old nursing officer
dies of Covid at Safdarjung

SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI, MAY 24

A 46-YEAR-OLD nursing officer,
whoworkedataprivatehospital
in Delhi, died Sunday afternoon
at Safdarjung Hospital — the day
she was moved to the Covid-19
ICU after she tested positive.
A doctor at Safdarjung
Hospital told The Indian Express,
“Ambika P K tested positive for
the virus.”
According to the United
Nurses’ Association, she is the
first nursing officer to have died
of Covid-19- related complications in the capital.
The Safdarjung doctor said
thenursingofficerwasadmitted

Ambika P K worked at Kalra
Hospital in Kirti Nagar
to the hospital on May 22, and
waskeptatthesuspectedCovid19 ICU: “She was moved to the

Covid-19ICUSunday.Shepassed
away in the afternoon.” Ambika
was on ventilator support, said
the doctor.
Thenursingofficerissurvived
byherhusbandandtwochildren.
JoldinFrancis,secretaryof the
UnitedNurses’Association,Delhi,
saidAmbikahailedfromKerala’s
Kottayam.
“Her husband Sanil Kumar
worksandlivesinMalaysia,their
son lives in Kerala, and their
daughter lives in Delhi. We have
been told that she passed away
at 3.45 pm Sunday. We extend
our heartfelt condolences to the
family,” said Francis.
Ambika worked at Kalra
Hospital in West Delhi’s Kirti
Nagar. An official at Kalra

Hospital told The Indian Express,
“She worked here for 12 years
and was on leave since May 14.
On Sunday, we found out that
she passed away at Safdarjung
Hospital. We are awaiting more
details.”
The official said Kalra
Hospital is not a designated
Covid-19 hospital.
So far, over 500 healthcare
workers have tested positive for
the virus in Delhi, including
those posted in non-Covid-19
hospitals.
Meanwhile,theDean of RML
Hospital, Dr Rajeev Sood, tested
positive for the virus on Sunday.
At the hospital, over 30 healthcare workers have tested positive for the disease so far.

Tihar reports first case as Gurgaon cases cross 200,
could slip into red zone
jail staffer tests positive
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 24

TIHAR JAIL reported its first
Covid-19 case, after a 45-yearold assistant superintendent at
Jail no. 7 tested positive Sunday.
Delhi Prisons DG Sandeep
Goel said the staffer took a holidayonFriday,ashewantedtogo
homeandmeethisfamily.Before
leaving, he got tested at
Amrapali Hospital on Friday. The
results came positive on Sunday.
DG Goel said, “He showed no
symptoms. He lives in the jail’s
staff residential complex.”
Jail authorities soon began
tracing the staffer’s contacts.
Anotherstaffer,saidtohavebeen
inclosecontactwiththeinfected

man, has been tested and sent to
home quarantine. Nine neighboursoftheCovid-positivestaffer,
who work at different Delhi jails,
have been asked to quarantine
themselves,thoughnoneofthem
came in contact with him.
Five others — two jail staff
and three inmates — were also
found to be in contact with him.
The staffers have been sent to
home quarantine, while the inmates have been shifted to the
isolation barrack.
DG Goel said all the men are
asymptomatic and authorities
will keep a check on everyone’s
medical condition.
Tihar is one of the largest
prison complexes in South Asia
and, currently, it has 14,000 inmates.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 24

TWELVE NEW Covid-19 cases
were reported in Gurgaon on
Sunday, and 13 in Faridabad. A
spokespersonoftheGurgaondistrict administration said, “Three
of those who tested positive are
contactsofpatientsalreadydiagnosed with coronavirus, while
one is a wholesaler.”
With cases crossing the 200mark,GurgaonandFaridabadare
once again posing a threat of being included in the red-zone.
Gurgaon has so far recorded 271
cases, while Faridabad has 209
cases.ActivecasesinGurgaonare
121and83inFaridabad.
Haryana has already banned

Entry to four districts
bordering Delhi is barred
entryintofourdistrictsbordering
Delhi — Gurgaon, Faridabad,
Sonepat and Jhajjar — for people
coming from the national capital,
unlesstheytestnegativeforcoronavirus and have an e-pass from
thestategovernment.

THE CITY

People landing at IGIA
without symptoms don’t
need quarantine: Govt

As flights begin today, a series of steps have been taken at the Delhi Airport to ensure
social distancing as well as screening. Express

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 24

AS DOMESTIC flight operations
restart today, every passenger
who disembarks in the national
capitalwillhavetoundergothermal screening at exit points, the
Delhi government said Sunday.
In standard operating procedures laid down after a meeting
on Sunday, the Delhi government said asymptomatic passengers will not be required to
undergo quarantine either at a
governmentorprivatefacility,or
even at home. They will, however, be advised that they selfmonitor their health for 14 days.
“In case they develop any symptoms, they shall inform the district surveillance officer or the
state/nationalcallcentre(1075),”
the guidelines state.
In case someone develops
symptoms, they will be taken to
a health facility and assessed on

thebasisof theseverityof symptoms. Those having moderate or
severe symptoms will be admitted to dedicated Covid health facilities.
“Those having mild symptoms will be given the option of
homeisolationorisolationinthe
Covid care centre (both public
and private facilities) as appropriate and tested as per ICMR
protocol available,” the guidelines state.
Those whose test results are
positive will be asked to continue staying in Covid facilities
based on the severity of symptoms. The Delhi governmenthas
also advised all passengers to
download the Aarogya Setu app
on their phone.
A series of steps have been
taken at the Delhi Airport to ensure social distancing as well as
screening. For those who will
board flights from Delhi, a separate procedure has been put in
place by the airport authority.

New Delhi

Domesticflightswillonlyoperate from Terminal 3 and passengers have been asked to report at least two hours prior to
departure.Officialswillcheckan
individual’s ‘green status’ on the
Aarogya Setu app and each will
be thermally screened.
Delhi government officials
said the chance of a symptomatic passenger exiting the airport is low as if they have symptomsattheairportof origin,they
will not be allowed to board.
“There is a very low chance
of someone developing symptoms within 2-4 hours of
boarding a flight. Nonetheless,
the directions even in that
eventuality are clear,” said a
government official.
At the airport, passengers
will be encouraged to self checkin using contactless kiosks
wherescanningtheQRcodewill
produce the boarding pass. All
baggage will be disinfected and
sanitised.
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434 POLICEMEN COVID POSITIVE SO FAR

Ashok Vihar police colony emerges
as hotspot with 16 cases, sealed

Of the 434 personnel who
have tested positive, more than
200,includinganadditionalDCPrank officer, are under home
quarantine. Around 140 police
personnelhavebeendischarged,
while one constable died.
In several meetings, Delhi
Police Commissioner S N
Shrivastava has emphasised that
every police colony and building
has to be sanitised. On May 20,
Shrivastava issued fresh guidelines to the force aimed at preventingthespreadof thedisease.
The circular has details on
generalprecautionsatpolicestations, micro-grouping, beat patrolling, crowd control, protest
sites,crimeandhospitalspotvisits,handlingbodies,arrestingprotocol, and role of SHOs and ACPs.
As per the circular, at police
stations, all personnel should
wearmasksandgloves,disinfect
weapons,anti-riotgear,blinkers,
dragon light, computers and
printers.“Buildings,furniture,toilets, kitchens, messes as well as
vehicles must be cleaned thoroughly using sanitisers twice a
day…,” says the circular.

VIRUS SPREAD ACROSS DELHI POLICE
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Covid-19positivecases…OnMay
17,asprecautionarymeasure,the
localprocess...wasdirectedtocordonoffallentryandexitpoints…
MCD was directed to sanitise the
entire area to remove the possibilityofcommunitytransfer,”the
order passed by the DM said.
Theareasurroundingthepo-

8

6

lice colony has been declared a
buffer zone.
Colony RWA president Nepal
SinghtoldTheIndianExpressthat
theyhavesealedtheentranceand
exit points and are sanitising the
area with the civic agency’s help.
“We have also requested all policemen, going out to perform
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THE ASHOK Vihar Police Colony
in Northwest Delhi has been
sealed as 16 Covid cases have
emergedfromtheareainthepast
week. Police personnel and their
families who live in the complex
have been asked to remain indoors and follow social distancing norms. So far, 434 policemen
have tested positive in Delhi.
Accordingtothecontainment
order passed by the Northwest
Delhi DM Sandeep Mishra, there
arearound300flatsinthecolony
housing 1,500 people. Residents
willnotbeallowedtostepoutfor
any reason and essential items,
suchasmilk,vegetablesandfruits
will be delivered to their houses.
“We have assured families of all
help,” said a senior police officer.
“First positive case of Covid19 was reported in police colony,
Ashok Vihar, on May 17 and subsequently, 15 more persons have
been found positive in the area,
making the area a cluster of

West
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4

*including all police units

their duties, to stay outside and
aremakingarrangementsfordelivery of essentials,” he said.
District officials said the authority has allowed only a select
numberofvendorstosupplygroceries and other essentials to the
neighbourhood, with the help of
RWAandcivildefencevolunteers.

HC refuses to scrap govt’s death audit panel
legingthattheDelhigovernment
was downplaying the spread of
the disease and not presenting
the true data on the number of
people who had died due to
Covid.DACauditseachdeathof a
coronavirus patient in government and private hospitals.
A bench of Chief Justice D N
Patel and Justice Prateek Jalan
stated that “we are not sitting in
appeal against the reports published by the DAC... Moreover,
thereisnobasisfortheallegations
totheeffectthattheCommitteeis

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 24

THE DELHI High Court has refused to scrap the Death Audit
Committee(DAC)constitutedby
theDelhigovernment,observing
that there seems to be “no arbitrarinessordiscriminationbeing
donenoristhereareanymaterial
to show false fabrication of data”
on the number of coronavirus
cases and the death toll.
A PIL was filed on May 21 al-

not working properly”.
ThebenchdisposedofaPILby
the All India Lawyers’ Union. The
body’sDelhiunithadfiledthepetition through its secretary,
lawyer Sunil Kumar.
The Union’s counsel, Fidel
Sebastian, alleged there was an
attemptbytheDelhigovernment
to downplay the seriousness of
theCovidspreadandthenumber
of deaths. Delhi government’s
Standing Counsel (Criminal)
Rahul Mehra said the allegations
were baseless.

Office of Superintending Engineer, Moradabad Circle, P.W.D. Moradabad
E-Procurement Notice Inviting Tenders

No. 918/ Nivida-Moradabad Circle/20-21

Dated: 11/5/2020

1. On behalf of the Governor of Uttar Pradesh tender for following work are invited by the Superintending Engineer, Moradabad Circle PWD
Moradabad online on website “http:etender.up.nic.in” from registered contractor from 27.05.2020 at 10.00 am to 26.06.2020 at 5.00 P.M.
Technical bid/ Prequalification of tenders shall be opened 27.06.2020 at 12:00 noon in office of undersigned by tender committee in presence of authorized representative/ bidder who wish to be present “Financial Bid of the tenders’ who qualify in technical bid shall be opened
on date and time as specific by a notice in the office of undersigned. In case of Government holiday the required process shall be carried
out on next working day.
2.
Sl. DISTRICT
No

1
1

2
Amroha

Name of Work

Estimated
Bid
cost
Security
(Rs. in
(Rs. in
Lacs)
Lacs)

3
Construction of Box Culvert, Approach, Additional
Approach and Safety Work over Bagad River on
Hathiyakhera to Rukhalu Road in State Sector.

4
130.00

Time of
Completion of
the work
(including
rainy season)

Cost of
Tender
documents
including
GST (In Rs.)

Category of
Road
Contractor
eligible

6
9 Month

7
2354.00

8
‘A’ & ‘B’ Road
& Bridge
Category

5
8.50

Rules/condition & details of the tender are available at website http://etender.up.nic.in.

UPID-151720 Dt. 22.05.2020
www.upgov.nic.in

Sd/Superintending Engineer
Moradabad Circle, P.W.D. Moradabad

Office of Superintending Engineer, World Bank Project Circle, P.W.D. Moradabad
E-Procurement Notice Inviting Tender

No. 728/I`Y¸´f - WBPCircle/20
Dated: 06/05/2020
1. On behalf of the Governor of UP, tenders for following work are invited by the Superintending Engineer, World Bank Project
Circle, PWD Moradabad online on website http://etender.up.nic.in from registered contractors from 01.06.2020 at 10.00
am to 18.06.2020 at 5.00 P.M. Amount mentioned in column no. 5 & 7 shall be mandatory deposited by Net Banking Only
through E-tender portal. Technical bid/ Prequalification of tenders shall be opened on 20.06.2020 at 12.00 noon in office of
undersigned by tender committee in presence of authorised representatives/ bidders who wish to be present. Financial bid
of the tenders’ who qualify in technical bid shall be opened on date and time as specified by a notice in the office of
undersigned. In case of Government holiday the required process shall be carried out on next working day.
2.
Sl. DISTRICT
No

1
1

Name of Work

Estimated
Bid
Time of
Cost of
Category
cost
Security Completion of
Tender
of
(Rs. in
(Rs. in
the work
documents
Road
Lacs)
Lacs)
(Including
including Contractor
rainy season) GST (Rs.)
eligible

2
3
Moradabad Construction Work of Office Buildings of
Superintending Engineer World Bank Project Circle &
Executive Engineer World Bank Division in Moradabad
district at PWD Compound Moradabad.

4
64.00

5
5.20

6
06 Month

7
2354.00

8
Building ‘A’
‘B’ ‘C’
category

UPID-151429 Dt. 13.05.2020
www.upgov.nic.in

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff, ¦fif¸fe¯f Ad·f¹f³Âf¯f d½f·ff¦f ÀfWXfSX³f´fbSX ´fdSX¸f¯OX»f- ÀfWXfSX³f´fbSXÜ

´fÂffaIY- 18/¦fif.A.d½f./d³fd½fQf ´fÂff./2020-21

dQ³ffaIY- 11.05.2020

BÊX-´fiû¢¹fûSX¸fZ¯MX d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff

1. ¸fWf¸fdW¸f Sfª¹f´ff»f, C.´fi. I e AûS ÀfZ A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff ¦fif¸fe¯f Ad·f¹f³Âf¯f d½f·ff¦f ´fdS¸f¯O»f- ÀfWfS³f´fbS IZ õfSf d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¹fûË WZ °fb
d³fd½fQf¹fZÔ ´fid°fVf°f QS ¸fZÔ ¦fif¸fe¯f Ad·f¹f³Âf¯f d½f·ff¦f ¸fZÔ ´faªfeIÈ °f ¶fe E½fa C©f ßfZ¯fe IZ NZ IZ QfSûÔ ÀfZ Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W` Ü d³fd½fQf EI ¹ff EI
ÀfZ Ad²fI I f¹fûË IZ d»fE d³fd½fQf Of»f ÀfI °ff W` Ü
2. I f¹fÊ IZ ³ff¸f °ffd»fI f IZ A³fbÀffSÜ
IiY. ªf³f´fQ
Àfa. IYf ³ff¸f

IYf¹fÊ IYf ³ff¸f

A³fb¸ffd³f°f
²fSXûWXSX
»ff¦f°f
²f³fSXfdVf
(»ffJ ¸fZÔ) (»ffJ ¸fZÔ)

1
2
3
4
1 ¸fbªfµR S ¸fZS N I ³ff»f ¸ff¦fÊ ´fS ¦fif¸f Ib S±f»f ¶fÀf ÀMZÔO IZ Àff¸f³fZ ÀfZ ¦fif¸f BMf½ff Wû°fZ Wb E ¦fif¸f 117.42
³f¦fS ²f³fûSf dªf»ff ¶ff¦f´f°f I e Àfe¸ff °fI »fZ´f³f I f¹fÊ E½fa BMf½ff Af¶ffQe Af¶ffQe ¸fZÔ VfWeQ ßfe
AadI °f Vf¸ffÊ IZ ¸fI f³f °fI Àfe.Àfe. SûO d³f¸ffÊ¯f I f¹fÊÜ

5
2.35

d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf IYf
¸fc»¹f Àf¸fÀ°f IYSXûÔ
ÀfdWX°f (÷Y. ¸fZÔ)
6
2000+300+414
(18% GST)=
2714.00

IYf¹fÊ ´fc¯fÊ
IYSX³fZ IYe
A½fd²f
7
06
Month

³fûMX: ªfe.EÀf.MXe. ³f½fe³f°f¸f VffÀf³ffQZVfûÔ IZY A³fbÀffSX QZ¹f WXû¦feÜ
3. d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂfûÔ IZ ½f`¶fÀffBM (etender.up.nic.in) ´fS ´fiI fdVf°f Wû³fZ I e d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f: dQ³ffaI 27.05.2020 ´fif°f: 10.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZÜ
4. BÊ-´fiû¢¹fûÊ¸fZ³MX IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ d³fd½fQf ªf¸ff I S³fZ I e Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f: dQ³ffaI 27.06.2020 Àff¹fa- 05.00 ¶fªfZ °fI Ü
5. BÊ-´fiû¢¹fûÊ¸fZ³MX IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ´fif´°f d³fd½fQfAûa I û Jû»f³fZ I e d°fd±f E½fa Àf¸f¹f: dQ³ffaI 28.06.2020 Àff¹fa- 05.30 ¶fªfZ °fI Ü
6. AfBÊ.Me.¶fe. I e ¢»fûªf-9 IZ A³fbÀffS A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSe IZ ´ffÀf d³fd½fQfAûa ¸fZÔ ÀfaVfû²f³f I S³fZ I f Ad²fI fS ÀfbS dÃf°f W` ªfû dI Àfe Àf¸ff¨ffS ´fÂf ¸fZÔ
´fiI fdVf°f ³fWeÔ dI ¹ff ªff¹fZ¦ffÜ A°f: B¨Lb I d³fd½fQfQf°ff BÊ-MZ³OdSa ¦f I e ½f`¶fÀffBÊM d³f¹fd¸f°f ø ´f ÀfZ QZJ°fZ SWZ Ü
7. VfZ¿f Vf°fZÊ E½fa d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf ´fif´°f I S³fZ IZ d»fE https://etender.up.nic.in ´fS »ff¦fB³f I SmÔ Ü
WXÀ°ff./(ÀfbVfe»f IbY¸ffSX ¹ffQ½f) A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹f³°ff
UPID- 151678
¦fif¸fe¯f Ad·f¹f³Âf¯f d½f·ff¦f ´fdSX¸f¯OX»f- ÀfWXfSX³f´fbSXÜ
DATE- 21.05.2020
WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN
¸fû.: 9149196601

No. 1759/Nivida-Moradabad/20-21
1.

SI. DISTRICT
No

1

Date: 15/05/2020

On behalf of the Governor of UP, tenders for following work are invited by the Superintending Engineer, Moradabad Circle, PWD
Moradabad online on website http://tender.up.nic.in from registered contractors from 27.05.2020 at 10.00 am to 26.06.2020 at
05.00 p.m. Technical bid/Prequalification of tenders shall be opened on 27.06.2020 at 12.30 pm in office of undersigned by tender
committee in presence of authorised representatives/bidders who wish to be present. Financial bid of the tenders’ who qualify in
technical bid shall be opened on date and time as specified by a notice in the office of undersigned. In case of Government holiday
the required process shall be carried out on next working day.
Name of Work

2

3

Estimated
Bid
Time of
Cost of
Category of
cost (with Security completion of
tender
road
Bitumen) (Rs. in
the work
documents contractor
Rs. in
Lacs)
(Including
including
eligible
Lacs)
rainy seasons) GST (Rs.)
4

5

6

7

8

153.00

9.65

6 Months

2354.00

“A & B” Road
category

Under RIDF- 25 Scheme
1

Amroha

Construction of road from Dhanaura-Kamelpur
road (ODR) Ch-11.52 left side to Aarafpur Khalsa
Under RSN- 5054 Scheme

2

Amroha

Construction of road from Chamraua to Tandera

133.00

8.65

6 Months

2354.00

“A & B” Road
category

3

Amroha

Construction of road from NH-09 to Khangujar via
Dariyapur Buzurd Shiv Temple

116.00

7.80

6 Months

2354.00

“A & B” Road
category

4

Amroha

Construction of road from Dhakia Bhoor to Nagla
mafi

124.00

8.20

6 Months

2354.00

“A & B” Road
category

5

Amroha

Construction of road from Deoti to Sujamna

113.00

7.65

6 Months

2354.00

“A & B” Road
category

6

Amroha

Construction of road from Bachraun road to
Firozpur-Fazzalpur road

103.00

7.15

6 Months

2354.00

“A & B” Road
category

Rules/conditions & details of the tender are available at website http://etender.up.nic.in
UPID No. 151712 Date - 22.05.2020
www.upgov.nic.in

Sd/
(Rajeev Govil)
Superintending Engineer
Moradabad Circle, PWD Moradabad
Ph. 0591-2414619

NEW DELHI, MAY 24
WAITING OUTSIDE a screening
centre in East Delhi for hours on
Saturday, construction labourer
Sarvan Paswan (42) hoped to
board the Shramik special
evening train to Bihar — only to
beturnedawaybyofficialsinthe
afternoon. He was among hundreds of migrant workers who
stood in the heat outside the
Vinod Nagar screening centre,
with many lining up by 4 am.
Some of them even had a reservation. However, later in the day,
officialstoldallworkerstoreturn
as there was no seat in the train.
Angry and disappointed,
Paswan, who lived in Chanchal
Park,said,“Wheredowegonow?
My landlord has locked the
house. He told me I might have
coronavirus and shouldn’t come
back. We stood in line for more
than10hours.Ionlyhavebiscuits
and a banana in my bag.” He
earned 6,000 a month.
Paswan then started walking
towards the Ghazipur border.
Others planned to sleep outside
the centre and wait another day
or cross the border on foot.
Some workers complained
that they had been waiting for
weeks to get a reservation.
Shravan Kumar (33) said, “I got a
messageonmyphonesayingmy
reservation was confirmed. I left
for the centre at midnight and
now I have to go back to my

Outside the screening centre in West Vinod Nagar. Amit Mehra
house. My kids are tired and crying for food.”
Kumar lives in Bawana with
his wife and two children aged
fiveandtwo.Heusedtoworkata
toyfactoryandearnedRs9,000a
month, but hasn’t been paid in
two months. The family decided
to sleep outside the centre.
Thescreeningcentrealsosaw
some chaos after a few migrants
started shouting at officials.
Policemenoutsidethegatesthen
removed the men and urged
everyone to leave. Workers also
alleged the East Delhi screening
centres are very crowded and
manyareturnedawayeveryday.
However, officials in East
Delhi district said around 400
people were asked to return.
Arun Kumar Mishra, District
Magistrate (East Delhi), said, “On
Saturday,wesentover2,800people to Bihar via two trains. We
havealreadyincreasedthenum-

ber of trains from one to two.
Some of the people who got registered and screened were sent
earlier.Over400peoplewereleft
behind, but we have made
arrangements for them as well.”
Over 50-60 workers were
taken to shelter homes in
Patparganj and IP Extension.
ARailwaysspokespersonsaid,
“No trains have been cancelled
from Delhi till date. The only issueistheincreaseinthenumber
of migrants.Earlier,itwaseasyto
send around 2,000 people on a
train, now we can only send
1,000. They also have to be registered and screened. People who
get themselves registered on the
sitereceiveamessagetoarrivefor
screening.Thisdoesn’tmeanthey
will be sent that day itself.
Sometimes, we send people the
nextdayortwo-threedayslater.”
OnSunday,19trainsleftfrom
Delhi to Bihar, UP and MP.

higher. Later, Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain had said
hospitals were not providing detailsintheprescribedformatand
on time to the DAC.
The North and South civic
bodies have also claimed that
more than 400 funerals of ‘Covid
positive’ bodies had been
recorded until May 16. But the
DelhigovernmentsaidtheMCDs
had not provided documents to
back their claims.
Meanwhile, Deputy CM
ManishSisodiawelcomedtheorder. "I am glad that...Delhi High
Court has put an end to ugly politicsbeingplayedbysomeopposition leaders," he tweeted.
AAPalsosoughtan“apology”
from BJP. “I think this HC judgment is a tight slap on the face of
BJPandtheyshouldimmediately
apologise...,” said
party
spokesperson Raghav Chadha.

SHORT TENDER NOTIFICATION

No. SSDC/Mrktg/Short Tender/ V-2020/2020-21

Date: 23.05.2020

Sealed short tenders are invited by T.S.S.D.C. Ltd., Hyderabad, T.S. for supply of
freshly harvested certified seeds of Soyabean and Redgram C/s/T/L Seed on need
basis as specified below for subsidy seed distribution during Vanakalam-2020.
Sl.
Crop
Variety Class of
Approximate
Minimum qty
EMD
No
seed
qty. to be
to be supplied (Rs. In
tendered in qtls.
in qtls.
Lakhs)
1 Soybean JS-335
C/s
50000
2000
7.00
2 Redgram
--C/S / T/L
25000
1000
5.00

Eligible suppliers are requested to participate in the tender process. The cost of
Tender schedule is Rs. 2,500/- Excluding 18% GST by paying cash/ D.D.
Sale of tender schedule from
: 27.05.2020, 11.00 A.M. to 03.06.2020 12.00 P.M.
Last date and time for submission of : 03.06.2020 up to 1.00 P.M.
tender
Opening of tender and negotiations
: 03.06.2020 at 2.00 P.M.

Tender schedule containing detailed specifications, terms and conditions will be
available in the website : www.tssdcl.telangana.gov.in The tenderers who
download the Tender Schedule from the web site, need to pay the tender
schedule cost and attach the cash receipt to the tender schedule before
submission.
Sd/- Managing Director
TSSDC Ltd.
R.O. No. : 1833-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2020-21

Office of the Chief Engineer
Water Resources Zone Kota

(Two-Envelope Bidding Process with e-Procurement)

(FOR ITEM RATE/ADMEASUREMENT CONTRACTS IN CIVIL WORKS)

E-NIB No 01 of 2020-21

On behalf of Governor of Rajasthan Online Bid is hereby invited
through E-NIB No. 01 of 2020-21 for Rehabilitation, Improvement
and Basic Facility of Chhapi Dam in Jhalawar District of Rajasthan
under DRIP-II with estimated cost of work Rs. 1555.00 Lacs from
the contractor enlisted in appropriate class with the Water
Resources Department Rajasthan / CPWD / Telecom/ Railway/
other state government / center government / state government
undertaking in class equivalent to “AA” class contractor of
Rajasthan Government. Bid Document will be downloaded &
uploaded through e-Tendering. The details may be seen in NIB
&
Exhibited
in
website
www.dipr.rajasthan.gov.in
www.waterresources.rajasthan.gov.in and bid can be
downloaded/ seen from 22.05.2020 to 22.06.2020 (up to 18.00
Hours) on website www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and
sppp.rajasthan.gov.in
Sd/UBN WRD2021WLOB00383
(Rajeev Chowdhary)
NIB WRD2021A0102
Chief Engineer
DIPR/C/3607/2020
Water Resources Zone Kota

Regd. Office.: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in

Office of Superintending Engineer,
Moradabad Circle, P.W.D. Moradabad
E-Procurement Notice Inviting Tenders

JIGNASASINHA

TELANGANA STATE SEEDS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD. HYDERABAD

Rules/conditions & details of the tender are available at website http://etender.up.nic.in.

Sd/Superintending Engineer
World Bank Project Circle, PWD, Moradabad
For and on behalf of Governor of UP

Hesubmittedthatguidelines
have been issued by the central
government in this regard and a
three-member DAC has been
constituted by the Delhi governmentonApril20forauditingand
publishing the data. Mehra contendedthatthedatahastobereportedbyallcentralgovernment,
Delhi government and private
hospitals in a tabular form.
The bench said, “...it appears
that the whole case of the petitioner is based upon presumptions...as the same has been
filed...without proper research.”
“There seems to be no arbitrariness or discrimination...nor is
there are any material to show
false fabrication of data,” it said.
The Indian Express had earlier
reportedonamismatchbetween
thetollreleasedbytheDelhigovernment and the four hospitals,
the latter being significantly

Migrants with tickets claim
got no seat on trains to Bihar

E-Tender Enquiry No. 7173/P-1/EMP-11678 dated. 19.05.2020 &
ID: 2020_POWER_47806_1
Scope of Work: Procurement of cable jointing Kits (EJ Group) for
the year 2020-21
Qty: As per NIT
EMD: @2% of tender value
Date & time upto which tender shall be received: 25.06.2020 & 11.00 AM.
Date & time of opening of Tender: 30.06.2020 & 11.30 AM
Tender specification can only be downloaded from PSPCL website https://eproc.punjab.gov.in & no hard copy of the same will
be issued by this office.
Note:
1) In case any difficulty regarding uploading of the tender the
prospective bidders are requested to get clarification from this
office and or e-procurement system Government of Punjab.
Contact No.+91-(172)-2970284/63. It is also requested to get
their digital signature well in time so as to submit tenders
through e-tendering only.
2) It is informed that in case tender process is not completed due to
any reason, no corrigendum will be published in newspapers. Details
regarding corrigendum may be seen on website. eproc.punjab.gov.in
Sd/DY.CE/Monitoring,
RTP-23/2020

GGSSTP, Roopnagar

FESTIVE GLOW
Jama Masjid on Sunday, a day before Eid. Gajendra Yadav

CX.´fi. ´ffUSX MÑfÔÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSXZVf³f d»f. BÊ-d³fdUQf Af¸fÔÂf¯f
Àfc¨f³ff A³fb·fUe I ßfZ¯fe I f¹fÊQf¹fe ÀfaÀ±ffAûa/ Af´fcd°fÊI °ffÊAûa ÀfZ
dUôb°f ´ffSZ¿f¯f ¸fÔO »f, ¦fiZM S ³fûEOf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d³f¸³f Àff¸f¦fie/ I f¹fûË
WZ°fb BÊ-d³fdUQf¹fZÔ BÊ-´fûMÊ »f etender.up.nic.in ´fS Qû ·ff¦fûa ¸fZa
d³fdUQf Jû»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI I û 12.00 ¶fþZ °fI Af¸fadÂf°f I e þf°fe
W`Ô Ü dªfÀfI f ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f CÀfe dQ³f Ii ¸fVf: 03.00/ 03.15/ 03.30/
03.40 ¶fªfZ (¹fdQ A½fI fVf/ A³¹f I fS¯f Wû °fû A¦f»fZ I f¹fÊ
dQ½fÀf ¸fZÔ) Jû»ff ªff¹fZ¦ffÜ d³f²ffÊdS°f d³fdUQf Vfb»I
AfS.Me.þe.EÀf./ E³f.BÊ.ER .Me. °f±ff ²fSûWS SfdVf
AfS.Me.þe.EÀf./ E³f.BÊ.ER .Me./ ¶f`ÔI ¦ffSa M e IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ
(d³fdUQf Vfb»I EUÔ ²fSûWS SfdVf ´fÈ±fI -´fÈ±fI WÀ°ffÔ°fdS°f I e
þf³fe W`) Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹fa°ff, d½fôb°f 400 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi J¯O,
¦fiZM S ³fûEOf IZ ´fÃf ¸fZÔ ´fÔþf¶f ³f`Vf³f»f ¶f`ÔI I e AfBÊ.Àfe.Oe.
d°f»f´°ff, QfQSe (¦fü°f¸f¶fbð ³f¦fS), C.´fi. VffJf ¸fZÔ ÀfÔ¨ffd»f°f ¨ff»fc
¶f`ÔI Jf°ff ÀfÔ£¹ff 0109012100000756 (IFSC Code
PUNB0466300) ¸fZÔ þ¸ff I Sf¹ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ d³fd½fQf IZ ´fi±f¸f
·ff¦f ¸fZÔ AfS.Me.ªfe.EÀf./ E³f.BÊ.ER .Me. õfSf ªf¸ff dI ¹fZ ¦f¹fZ
d³fd½fQf Vfb»I EUÔ ²fSûWS SfdVf I e ´fZ-B³fdÀ»f´f ¹f±ff ¹fûª¹f
¹fc.Me.AfS. Àfa£¹ff I e ´fid°f, d³fdUQf ´fi´fÂf, ´f`³f I fOÊ, þe.EÀf.Me.
ÀfÔ£¹ff, B³I ¸f M`¢Àf dSM³fÊ I e À½f¹fa ´fi¸ffd¯f°f Lf¹ff´fid°f, °fI ³feI e
A³fb·fU ¹f±ff I ßfZ¯fe Aô°f³f (d½fôb°f ÀfbS Ãff C.´fi. ÀfSI fS õfSf
´fiQØf), BÊ.EÀf.AfBÊ., BÊ.´fe.ER ., ¶fe¸ff Àfa¶fa²fe ´fi´fÂf (ªfû dI
Ad³f½ff¹fÊ W` ) B°¹ffdQ BÊ-´fûMÊ »f ´fS ÀI` ³O ´fid°f¹ffg (PDF format) °f±ff BÊ-d³fdUQf IZ dõ°fe¹f ·ff¦f ¸fZÔ QSmÔ EUÔ Ufd¯fdª¹fI d³f¹f¸f
U Vf°fZË BÊ-´fûMÊ»f ´fS A´f»fûO I e þf¹fZÔ¦feÜ d³fdUQf I e U`²f°ff
Jb»f³fZ I e d°fd±f ÀfZ 90 dQ³f Wû¦feÜ 1. d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff Me-34/
2020-21: dUôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f J¯O, JbªffÊ IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220 IZ .½fe.
C´fIZ ³ýi dO¶ffBÊ ´fS Ib d»fa¦f R` ³f I e Af´fcd°fÊ E½fa À±ff´f³ff I f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 2,000/- (÷ . Qû WªffS ¸ffÂf)Ü d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf
Vfb»I ÷ . 590/- (I S ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI 20.06.2020Ü
2. d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff Me-35/ 2020-21: dUôb°f ´ffSm ¿f¯f J¯O, Wf´fbOÞ
IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi OfÀf³ff ´fS 250 ½ffM E»f.BÊ.Oe.
»ffBÊM I e Af´fcd°fÊ E½fa À±ff´f³ff I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ .
2,000/- (÷ . Qû WªffS ¸ffÂf)Ü d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ÷ . 590/(I S ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI 20.06.2020Ü 3. d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff
Me-36/ 2020-21: dUôb°f 400 IZ .½fe. C´fIZÔ ýi J¯O, ¦fiZM S
³fûEOf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d½fôb°f 400 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi ¦fiZM S ³fûEOf ´fS
Ib d»fa¦f R` ³f I e Aû½fSWfgd»fa¦f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 2,000/(÷ . Qû WªffS ¸ffÂf)Ü d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ÷ . 590/- (I S
ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI 20.06.2020Ü 4. d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff Me37/ 2020-21: dUôb°f 400 IZ .½fe. C´fIZÔ ýi J¯O, ¦fiZM S ³fûEOf
IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d½fôb°f 400 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi ¦fiZM S ³fûEOf ´fS À±ffd´f°f
»ffg³f IZ ½ffd¿fÊI A³fbS Ãf¯f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 7,000/(÷ . Àff°f WªffS ¸ffÂf)Ü d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ÷ . 1,180/- (I S
ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI 20.06.2020Ü 5. d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff Me38/ 2020-21: dUôb°f 400 IZ .½fe. C´fIZÔ ýi J¯O, ¦fiZM S ³fûEOf
IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f d½fôb°f 400 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi ¦fiZM S ³fûEOf WZ °fb Àff¸f¦fie
I e Af´fcd°fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 2,000/- (÷ . Qû WªffS ¸ffÂf)Ü
d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf Vfb»I ÷ . 590/- (I S ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI
20.06.2020Ü 6. d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff Me-39/ 2020-21: dUôb°f
´ffSm ¿f¯f J¯O, Wf´fbOÞ IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132 IZ .½fe. C´fIZ ³ýi, Wf´fbO E½fa
¶ff¶fb¦fPÞ ´fS 33 IZ .½fe. ½fe.Àfe.¶fe. I e Aû½fSWfgd»fa¦f I f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ . 2,000/- (÷ . Qû WªffS ¸ffÂf)Ü d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf
Vfb»I ÷ . 590/- (I S ÀfdW°f)Ü Jb»f³fZ I e dQ³ffÔI 20.06.2020Ü
BÊ-d³fdUQf IZ ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f CÀfe dQ³f d³f²ffÊdS°f Àf¸f¹f ´fS ÀffUÊþd³fI
ø ´f ÀfZ Jû»ff þf¹fZ¦ff EUÔ ·ff¦f dõ°fe¹f (´fifBþd¶fO) Jb»f³fZ I e
d°fd±f °fQû³fbÀffS UZ¶fÀffBM ´fS Àfcd¨f°f I e þf¹fZ¦feÜ d³fdUQf ·ff¦f
´fi±f¸f ¸fZÔ Àf¸¶fd²f°f ´fi´fÂfûÔ I f A´f»fûO ³ff dI ¹fZ þf³fZ I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ
d³fdUQf I f ·ff¦f dõ°fe¹f (´fifBÊÀf d¶fO) ³fWea Jû»ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ BÊd³fdUQfAûÔ I û d¶f³ff I ûBÊ I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹fZ AÀUeI fS/ dU·ffdþ°f I S³fZ
I f Ad²fI fS A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ ´ffÀf ÀfbS dÃf°f SWZ¦ffÜ IÈ ´f¹ff
dUÀ°fÈ°f þf³fI fSe, OfC³f »fûO, A³¹f ÀfÔVfû²f³fûÔ EUÔ BÊ-d³fdUQf
´fiÀ°fb°f I S³fZ IZ dQ³ffÔI °fI dUÀ°ffS AfdQ IZ Àf¸¶f³²f ¸fZÔ IÈ ´f¹ff
etender.up.nic.in ´fS »ffg¦f Af³f I SZÔÜ WXÀ°ff./- A²feÃf¯f
Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f ´ffSmX¿f¯f ¸faOX»f, CX.´fi.´ff.MÑXf.IYf.d»f., 400
IZY.½fe. CX´fIZY³ýi, ´ff»fe, ¦fiZMXSX ³fûEOXf, kkSXf¿MÑXdWX°f ¸fZÔ DYþfÊ
¶f¨ff¹fZÔll ´fÂffÔIY 641/ d½f.´ff.¸fa./ ¦fiZ.³ff./ T-34 to 39/
2020-21/ dQ³ffÔIY: 20.05.2020

Ahead of Eid, Sikh NGO
sanitises Jama Masjid
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 24

AHEAD OF Eid, 20 members of the
Sikh community, belonging to a human rights NGO, sanitised the Jama
Masjid on Sunday.
Old Delhi's Jama Masjid will be
shut for common folk during Eid
prayers,whichwillbeperformedonly
by the Imam and a few staff, Monday.
"Sincetheoutbreakof thedisease,
wehavebeensanitisingplacesofworship... We also wanted to ensure the
sanitisation of religious places before
government allows opening up of
these places. It also gives a good mes-

sagetosocietyandpromotesbrotherhood,”saidParminderSingh,director
of United Sikhs.
Hesaidthatdifferentteamsof the
NGO had earlier sanitised Bangla
Sahib, Sis Ganj gurdwara. Hanuman
MandirinConnaughtPlaceandafew
churches as well. "We will sanitise
Connaught Place once again on
Tuesday," he said.
Shahi Imam of Delhi's Jama
Masjid,AhmedShahBukhari,saidthat
the organisation had contacted him
three days ago. “I immediately assented.Suchexercisesbetweencommunities is the need of the hour as it
promotesbrotherhoodamongpeople
followingdifferentreligions...,”hesaid.

Teen reunited with
family after 2 months
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 24

“WEWEREsohappytoseehimagain,
we couldn't stop crying.” Santosh
Pathakwasdescribingthemomenthe
and his wife were reunited with their
13-year-oldsonVishalonSaturdayafter two months.
Vishal was “thrown out” of his
house in Dwarka’s Sector 1 by the
landlord in March while his parents
were stuck in their village in Bihar
when the lockdown was announced.
He spent the next two months
sleeping on a park bench in Dwarka
andnearamunicipaltoiletinthearea.
Pathak and his wife had gone to
their village in Bihar's Samastipur on
March 15 to make arrangements for
their daughter's wedding, and expected to return by March 22. “Then
thelockdownwasannouncedandwe
couldn’t make the wedding arrangements or return,” Pathak said.
Meanwhile, his landlord kept
phoninghimtodemandadvancerent

New Delhi

for the month of April. “On March 24,
the landlord found one of our three
children, Vishal, crying outside the
house... he told him to leave and not
return,” said Pathak.
Vishal ran away and his elder
brother Prakash (20) and sister Divya
(18) could not trace him. “Police
made me sign a statement saying
that the landlord has not thrown
Vishal out,” Divya alleged. Police denied the allegation. “We came to
know about the matter through
Twitter. We enquired and found that
the family didn't file any complaint,”
said a senior officer.
On April 8, Vishal was seen lying
on a marble bench with some dogs
sleeping around him inside a neighbourhood park in Dwarka’s Sector 7.
YogitaKumari(25),whonoticedhim,
shared his story on social media.
The story went viral, drawing the
attentionof anNGO(IndiaCares)and
IPS officer Arun Botha,who arranged
for his parents to return from Bihar.
OnSaturday,uponseeinghisparents,
Vishal broke into tears, Kumari said.
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Norms for foreign arrivals: 14-day
quarantine, Aarogya Setu app
ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, MAY 24

OFFER OF SUPPORT

LJP HAS offered support to Jyoti Kumari, who cycled almost
1,200 km to Darbhanga from Gurgaon amid the lockdown
with her injured father riding pillion. LJP patriarch and Union
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan urged Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju
to arrange training and scholarship for her. LJP has offered to
sponsor her education till graduation and party chief Chirag
Paswan has provided an assistance of Rs 51,000.

NEW CASE

THE FOURTH case of Covid-19 in the Railway ministry was
detectedSunday.Thistime,itisajointdirectorinthetrafficdirectorate. Fourteen people have been advised home quarantine. The official had attended work till May 20. The premises
may once undergo sanitisation once again. There is concern
now that more cases will emerge.

WORDS OF PRAISE
UNION MINISTER Ravi Shankar Prasad recently received appreciation from an international body for initiatives taken by
the country and the IT Ministry under him in the fight against
Coronavirus. Secretary General of Commonwealth Patricia
Scotlandsaid:“Somanypeoplehave been impressedbywhat
India has done in ICT (Information and Communication
Technology). The minister has been at the forefront for development of mobile app and its interoperability between business and people and government.”

Ashok Chavan is second minister
in Uddhav cabinet to test positive
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, MAY 24

SENIOR CONGRESS leader and
Public Works Department
Minister Ashok Chavan has
tested positive for Covid-19.
He is the second minister in
the Uddhav Thackeray government to catch the infection after

MUMBAI, MAY 24

THE MAHARASHTRA
government has sought
50trainedspecialistdoctors and 100 nurses from
Kerala to plug the dearth
in manpower in treating
Covid-19 patients in the
state.
In a letter sent by the
Directorate of Medical
Education and Research
(DMER) to Kerala Health
Minister K K Shailaja on
Saturday, the government has asked for recruitment of these doctors and nurses on a
“temporary basis”.
Even Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC)hasreachedoutto
an association of nurses
in Kerala, among other

agencies, seeking to appointnursingstaffincivic
hospitals.
Maharashtra has
roughly1.5lakhnursesin
both private and public
sectors.Officialssaidthey
will need more nurses in
Mumbai and Pune, from
where the bulk of cases
are being reported.
In the letter, DMER
Director Dr T P Lahane
said cases would likely
riseinMumbaiandPune.
The letter added that Dr
Santosh Kumar, vicepresident of the South
Asia chapter of Doctors
Without Borders had
beenwillingtocooperate
withMaharashtra.“...pursuant of his assurances,
we request you to kindly
provide50specialistdoctors and 100 nurses on
purely temporary basis.”
the letter said.

‘Irrespective of curbs,
courts’ duty to protect
rights of citizens’
EXPRESS NEWS
SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MAY 24
ALTHOUGH INCREASED
government action is
necessaryduringapublic
healthemergency,itisthe
duty of courts to ensure
accountability and protect rights of citizens,
Supreme Court judge
Justice D Y Chandrachud
said Sunday.
“All emergencies, including a public health
crisis that we are in vest
substantialpowersinthe
executive. During a publichealthcrisis,increased
government action may
be necessary to preserve
publichealthandwelfare.
However, irrespective of
governmentalactionand
restrictions,itisaboveall,
the duty of courts — civil,

Hardeep
Singh Puri
cost, followed by 7 days isolation
athome.Onlyforexceptionaland
compelling reasons, such as humandistress,pregnancy,deathin
thefamily,seriousillnessandparent(s) accompanied by children
below10years,asassessedbythe
receivingstates,homequarantine
may be permitted for 14 days...
AarogyaSetuappshallbemandatory in such cases.”
Thoughquarantineruleshave
been spelt out, the guidelines go
ontosaystatescancomeupwith
theirownprotocolforquarantine
and isolation. The earlier, prelockdownguidelinesforthoseflyinginfromabroadmentionedinstitutionalquarantinefor14days,
not home quarantine.
The guidelines for international travellers said only those

vised”todownloadAarogyaSetu.
“The States/UTs shall ensure
thatallpassengersshallundergo
thermalscreeningatthepointof
departure and only asymptomatic passengers are allowed to
boardtheflight/train/bus.During
boarding and travel, all passengersshallusefacecovers/mask...
At airports/railway stations/bus
terminals required measures to
ensure social distancing shall be
taken.... (they should be) regularly sanitized/disinfected...
Thermal screening at exit point
shallbearranged,”saytheguidelines.
The guidelines do not mention mandatory quarantine unlike for international travellers—
they say states can develop their
own protocol on quarantine and
isolationaspertheirassessment.
The total number of cases in
the country went up to 1,31,868,
with 6,767 fresh cases added in
thelast24hours.TheCovidtollso
faris3,667,with147deathsinthe
last 24 hours. A total of 54,440
peoplehasrecoveredsofar,2,657
of them in the last 24 hours.

After HC rap, Dy CM defends pandemic handling
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GANDHINAGAR, MAY 24

A DAY after the Gujarat High
Courtpulledupthestategovernmentforitshandlingof thecoronavirus pandemic, Deputy Chief
Minister and Health Minister
Nitin Patel defended the administration and—in particular—
himself, saying he had taken a
risk by visiting several hospitals
to take stock despite his age. The
minister will be 65 in June.
A division bench of the high

Gujarat
minister
Nitin Patel
court had Saturday described
Ahmedabad Civil Hospital, the
state’s biggest Covid-19 facility,
asbeing“worsethanadungeon”.
Thecourtevenaskedif Pateland
Chief Secretary Anil Mukim had
any idea about the problems
faced by patients and staff.

Patel told reporters he would
present the government’s reply
to the court.
He added, “In the last two
months, I have visited the civil
hospital five times. I have held
three meetings with experienced and renowned private
doctors and seniors of civil hospital, kidney hospital, heart hospital inside the civil hospital
campus… Chief Principal
Secretary to the CM K
Kailashnathan, Additional Chief

Secretary Pankaj Kumar, who is
holding special responsibility of
Civil hospital, and Principal
Secretary (Health) Jayanti Ravi
werealsopresentinthosemeetings,” said Patel.
Quoting Patel, an official release said, “I will turn 65 on June
22. As per guidelines, it is risky
for senior citizens to move out.
Our family members are also
concernedandtheystopusfrom
stepping out. In such a scenario,
I have never avoided going out.”

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, MAY 24

IN AN escalating stand-off between the Maharashtra government and Raj Bhavan, Governor
BhagatSinghKoshyarihassought
the delinking of the administrationofRajBhavanfromthestate’s
General
Administration
Department (GAD) under Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray.
InalettertotheChiefMinister,
Koshyari has said Raj Bhavan
should be made an independent
establishment on the lines of the
judiciary and the legislative secretariat.Simplyput,Koshyari’sofficehassoughttransferofpowers
todecideonappointments,transfers and other service-related
mattersofthestaffdeployedatRaj
Bhavan.
These matters are currently
handled by a desk in the GAD.
Senior government sources said
the Shiv Sena-led coalition government will not give in to the
Governor’s demand.
A senior source said the
Governor’s proposal was not in
keeping with the prevalent recruitment rules. “The senior staff
atRajBhavanismeanttoserveas
abridgebetweenthestateadministrationandtheGovernor.There
will be problems in coordination
between the two sides if the
Governor’s office demands specific officers, especially from
cadres of the other states.”
Sources confirmed that the
governmenthasnotrespondedto
Koshyari’s letter to the CM written in March. “The established
procedure is when there is a staff
requirementforthegovernor’soffice,heissentalistofeligiblecan-

Housing Minister Jitendra
Awhad. Chavan is currently admitted at a hospital in Nanded.
His condition is stable, sources
said, adding that he was reportedly under home quarantine for
the last few days.
Awhad,afterrecoveringfrom
theillnessearlierthismonth,had
recentlycomeoutinpublicabout
how serious his condition was.

Maharashtra seeks
50 doctors, 100
nurses from Kerala
TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA

INAsignthatIndiamaybeready
tostartinternationalflightssoon,
theMinistryof HealthonSunday
released guidelines for international travellers which include
“mandatory quarantine for 14
days” on arrival. Civil Aviation
MinisterHardeepSinghPurihad
saidlastweekthattheaimwasto
start international flights before
August.
Guidelines were also issued
fordomestictravel—bybus,train
or air.
While Puri had on Saturday
said domestic air travellers —
domesticflightsaresettoresume
operations on Monday — don’t
have to undergo quarantine as
long as they have the Aarogya
Setuapp,theguidelinesforinternationaltravelsay:“Beforeboarding,alltravellersshallgiveanundertaking that they would
undergo mandatory quarantine
for 14 days —7 days paid institutional quarantine at their own

whoareasymptomaticwillbeallowed to board their flights, after
they clear thermal screening. On
arrival in India, if they are judged
to be patients, they will betested
and sent to hospitals.
The testing protocol remains
thesameasthatissuedbyIndian
Council of Medical Research on
May 18—only patients with influenza-likeillnesswillbetested.
Forthosewithoutsymptoms,
after seven days of institutional
quarantine,iftheyarestillasymptomatic, they can go in for home
quarantine, said Health Ministry
officials.
Puri’s remark on Saturday at
a Facebook Live session — that
there was no need for states to
quarantine incoming domestic
air travellers if passengers had
Aarogya Setu on their phones —
had been met with resistance
from Tamil Nadu, West Bengal
and Maharashtra. On Sunday,
morestatessaidtheywouldquarantine domestic arrivals.
Guidelines for domestic travellers — by bus, train or air — say
all passengers should be “ad-

In Maharashtra,
Koshyari wants Raj
Bhavan independent

criminal and constitutional — to protect the
rights of citizens and ensure governmental accountability and the rule
of law,” he said.
Thejudge,whoheads
thee-committeeoftheSC
that is tasked with overseeing the digitisation of
thecourt,wasspeakingat
a webinar organised by
Nyaya Forum of National
AcademyofLegalStudies
andResearch,Hyderabad
on the topic ‘Future of
VirtualCourtsandAccess
to Justice in India’.
“I want to dissuade
peoplefromtheideathat
virtualcourthearingsare
somesortofpanacea.We
hadnochoiceinthepandemicbuttoresorttothis.
They will not be able to
replace physical court
hearings,”
Justice
Chandrachud said.

The Tata Power Company Limited
Corporate Identity No. (CIN): L28920MH1919PLC000567
Regd. Oﬃce: Bombay House, 24, Homi Mody Street, Mumbai 400 001.
Tel: +91 22 6665 8282; Fax: +91 22 6665 8801
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NOTICE TO MEMBERS
Members of the Company are hereby informed that pursuant to Section 110 and other applicable provisions, if any, of the
Companies Act, 2013 (the “Act”) (including any statutory modiﬁcation or re-enactment thereof for the time being in force) read
with Rule 22 of the Companies (Management and Administration) Rules, 2014 (the “Rules”), as amended from time to time,
th
read with the General Circular No. 14/ 2020 dated 8th April 2020 and the General Circular No. 17/ 2020 dated 13 April 2020, in
relation to “Clariﬁcation on passing of ordinary and special resolutions by companies under the Companies Act, 2013 and the
rules made thereunder on account of the threat posed by Covid-19” issued by the Ministry of Corporate Aﬀairs, Government of
India (the “MCA Circulars”) and pursuant to other applicable laws and regulations, the Company has on 24th May 2020,
completed sending the Postal Ballot Notice dated 19th May 2020 (the “Postal Ballot Notice”) for Increase in the Authorised
Share Capital of the Company and the consequent amendment to the Capital Clause in the Memorandum of Association of
the Company, by e-mail only to the Members whose names appear in the Register of Members / List of Beneﬁcial Owners as
received from National Securities Depository Limited (“NSDL”) and Central Depository Services (India) Limited (“CDSL”) and
whose e-mail addresses are available with the Company as on Tuesday, 19th May 2020 (“cut-oﬀ date”). The voting rights shall
also be reckoned on the paid-up value of shares registered in the name(s) of the Member(s) as on the cut-oﬀ date.
The Postal Ballot Notice contains the following Resolutions:
Sr.
Type of
Particulars
No. Resolution
1. Ordinary Increase in the Authorised Share Capital of the Company
Alteration of the Memorandum of Association of the Company
2.
A copy of the Postal Ballot Notice is also available on the website of the Company: www.tatapower.com, the relevant section
of the website of BSE Limited (“BSE”): www.bseindia.com and National Stock Exchange of India Limited (“NSE”):
www.nseindia.com on which the Equity Shares of the Company are listed and on the website of NSDL:
www.evoting.nsdl.com.

Please note that in compliance with the provisions of Sections 108, 110 and other applicable provisions of the Act, read with (i)
Rule 20 and Rule 22 of the Rules, as amended; (ii) Regulation 44 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations & Disclosure Requirements)
Regulations, 2015, and (iii) MCA Circulars, the Company has provided only the remote e-Voting facility to its Members, to
enable them to cast their votes electronically instead of submitting the Postal Ballot form. The Company has engaged the
services of NSDL for providing remote e-Voting facilities to the Members, enabling them to cast their vote electronically and in
a secure manner.
Please note that there will be no dispatch of physical copies of Notices or Postal Ballot forms to the Members of the Company
and no physical ballot forms will be acceptable due to the COVID-19 issues.
Due to non-availability of postal and courier services, on account of the threat posed by COVID-19 and in terms of the MCA
Circulars, the Company is sending the Postal Ballot Notice in electronic form only. The Company expresses its inability to
dispatch hard copy of this Postal Ballot Notice along with Postal Ballot forms and pre-paid Business Reply Envelope to the
Members for this Postal Ballot. Accordingly, the communication of the assent or dissent of the Members will take place only
through the remote e-Voting system.
To facilitate Members to receive the Notice electronically and cast their vote electronically, the Company has made special
arrangement with TSR Darashaw Consultants Private Limited (TSR) for registration of e-mail addresses in terms of the MCA
Circulars. Eligible Members who have not submitted their e-mail address to TSR, are required to provide their e-mail address
th
to TSR, on or before 5:00 p.m. (IST) on Wednesday, 17 June 2020 pursuant to which, any Member may receive on the email address provided by the Member the Postal Ballot Notice and the procedure for remote e-Voting along with the login ID
and password for remote e-Voting. The process for registration of e-mail address is as under:
A. The Company: www.tatapower.com. Relevant section on Postal Ballot 2020 to register the e-mail address.
B. TSR: Process to be followed for registration of e-mail address is as follows:
I. For Members who hold shares in Electronic form:
a)Visit the link: https://green.tsrdarashaw.com/green/events/login/po
b)Enter the DP ID & Client ID, PAN details and captcha code.
c)System will verify the Client ID and PAN details.
d)On successful veriﬁcation, system will allow you to enter your e-mail address and mobile number.
e)Enter your e-mail address and mobile number.
f )The system will then conﬁrm the e-mail address for the limited purpose of service of this Postal Ballot Notice.
II. For Members who hold shares in Physical form:
a)Visit the link: https://green.tsrdarashaw.com/green/events/login/po
b)Enter the physical Folio Number, PAN details and captcha code.
c)In the event the PAN details are not available on record, Member to enter one of the share certiﬁcate's number.
d)System will verify the Folio Number and PAN details or the share certiﬁcate number.
e)On successful veriﬁcation, system will allow you to enter your e-mail address and mobile number.
f )Enter your e-mail address and mobile number.
g)If PAN details are not available, the system will prompt the Member to upload a self-attested copy of the PAN
card.
h)The system will then conﬁrm the e-mail address for the purpose of service of this Postal Ballot Notice and Annual
Report for FY2019-20.
After successful submission of the e-mail address, NSDL will e-mail a copy of this Postal Ballot Notice along with the remote
e-Voting user ID and password, within 48 hours of successful registration of the e-mail address by the Member. In case of any
queries, Members may write to tpcballot2020@tsrdarashaw.com or evoting@nsdl.co.in.
For permanent registration of e-mail address:
(i) In respect of electronic holdings: Members are requested to register their e-mail address with their concerned Depository
Participants.
(ii) In respect of physical holdings: Members are requested to register their e-mail address with the Company's Registrar and
Share Transfer Agent, TSR Darashaw Consultants Private Limited, 6-10, Haji Moosa Patrawala Industrial Estate, (Near
Famous Studio), 20, Dr. E. Moses Road, Mahalaxmi, Mumbai 400 011.
The Board of Directors has appointed Mr. P. N. Parikh (ICSI Membership No. FCS 327), or failing him Mr. Mitesh Dhabliwala
(ICSI Membership No. FCS 8331) of M/s. Parikh & Associates, Practicing Company Secretaries, as the Scrutinizer
(“Scrutinizer”) for conducting the remote e-Voting process and for counting the votes in a fair and transparent manner.
th

th

The remote e-Voting period shall commence on Tuesday, 26 May 2020 at 9.00 a.m. (IST) and end on Wednesday, 24 June
2020 at 5:00 p.m. (IST). Members are requested to record their assent (FOR) or dissent (AGAINST) through the remote eth
Voting process not later than 5.00 p.m. (IST) on Wednesday, 24 June 2020. Remote e-Voting will be blocked by NSDL
immediately thereafter and will not be allowed beyond the said date and time. During this period, Members of the Company
th
holding shares either in physical or electronic form, as on the cut-oﬀ date, i.e. Tuesday, 19 May 2020, shall cast their vote
electronically. Once the vote on a resolution is cast by a Member, the Member shall not be allowed to change it subsequently.
In case of any queries, you may refer the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) for Shareholders and e-Voting user manual for
Members available at the download section of www.evoting.nsdl.com or call on toll free no.: 1800-222-990 or send a request
at evoting@nsdl.co.in.
The Results of the voting conducted through Postal Ballot (through the remote e-Voting process) along with the Scrutinizer's
Report will be announced on or before Friday, 26th June 2020. The same will be displayed on the website of the Company:
www.tatapower.com, the website of NSDL: www.evoting.nsdl.com and also shall be communicated to BSE and NSE, where
the Company's Equity Shares are listed and be made available on their respective websites viz. www.bseindia.com and
www.nseindia.com.

Dated: 25th May 2020
Place: Mumbai

By Order of the Board of Directors,
For The Tata Power Company Limited
Sd/H. M. Mistry
Company Secretary
FCS No.: 3606

New Delhi

Governor
Bhagat
Singh
Koshyari
didatesfromwhichhecanchoose.
The government does not thrust
officers on the Raj Bhavan.”
SourcesinRajBhavansaidadministrative delays encountered
by the Governor’s staff in routine
service matters prompted such a
move. “Raj Bhavan employs over
200 people. Besides senior officialsfromtheIASandIPS,several
junioremployeesarealsoapartof
its establishment. But even for a
routine pay scale matter, the file
hastotraveltotheGAD,whichoftentakesawhiletoapproveit.Raj
Bhavans in some other states are
independent establishments,”
said a Raj Bhavan source.
This is not the first time Raj
Bhavan under Koshyari and the
Thackeray-led government are
sparring. Tension between the
two sides has also been brewing
overtheextensiontostatutorydevelopmentboards,establishedto
alleviatedevelopmentbacklogin
Vidharbha, Marathwada, and
other backward regions.
While the term of the boards
set up by the previous BJP-Sena
government expired on April 30,
theThackeraycabinethasstillnot
takenstepstoappointnewmembers or grant extension to the existingboard.TheGovernorhasthe
righttoissuedirectivesforfundallocation to the boards for specific
interventions to correct regional
imbalance. FULLREPORTON
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HOMEBOUND

THANE:2.51PM

CHANDIGARH:11.20AM

MOHALI:5.15PM

Familiesontheirwayhomeboard buses tothe
UttarPradesh-MadhyaPradeshborder,inThane. Deepak Joshi

Volunteers provide footwear to migrants going to the
railway station, in Chandigarh. Kamleshwar Singh

GREATERNOIDA:10.26AM

UNA:3PM

PassengersfromAhmedabad reachUnaonaspecial
trainonSunday. Pradeep Kumar

IMD issues red alert over heatwave

NewDelhi:WithtemperaturessoaringinseveralpartsofnorthIndia,the
India Meteorological Department has issued a “red” warning for Delhi,
Punjab,Haryana,ChandigarhandRajasthanforthenexttwodays. PTI

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT
NOTICE FOR INVITING e-TENDERS FOR ALLOTMENT OF ZONES
OF RETAIL LIQUOR VENDS OF DISTRICT GURUGRAM (EAST) &
(WEST) FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC FOR THE YEAR 2020-21 IN
THE STATE OF HARYANA
It is hereby notified for the information of general public that e-TENDERS
for afresh ALLOTMENT of zones of retail liquor vends of district
Gurugram (East) and Gurugram (West) are invited for the year 2020-21
as follows:Sr. Name of District
Zone Code and Zone Numbers
No.
1
Gurugram (East)
ZGRE-67 & 69
2
Gurugram (West)
ZGRW-66, 68 & 70

Schedule for invitation and evaluation for e-Tenders for
Zones of retail liquor vends of district Gurugram (East) &
Gurugram (West)
1

Starting date and time for placing e-tenders.

26th May, 2020
(from 09:00 A.M. onwards)

2

Closing Date and time for placing e-tenders.

26th May, 2020
(till 05:00 P.M.)

3

Evaluation of e-tenders.

26th May, 2020
(06:00 P.M.)

1. These e-Tenders will be submitted online as per public
notice issued by the Department (published on 07th/8th
March, 2020) in the leading newspapers inviting e-Tenders
for allotment of retail liquor licenses of Zones of vends for the
year 2020-21. The public notice is available on the departmental website i.e. www.haryanatax.gov.in.
2. The list of Zones of vends in the District and venue for evaluation of e-Tenders shall be conspicuously displayed in the
office of DETC (Excise) & DETC (ST) concerned. The list
shall also be available on the departmental website i.e.
www.haryanatax.gov.in.
3. The e-Tenders shall be received and the Zones of vends
shall be allotted in the manner prescribed in the Excise
Policy for the year 2020-21 and the Punjab Excise Act, 1914
(as applicable to the State of Haryana), the rules framed
thereunder.
4. The allotment shall be subject to the approval of the Excise
and Taxation Commissioner, Haryana. He may reject, without assigning any reason, any allotment in public interest as
the case may be within 10 days of the date of allotment.
Excise & Taxation Commissioner,
Haryana.

81016/HRY

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT
NOTICE FOR INVITING e-TENDERS FOR ALLOTMENT OF REMAINING ZONES OF RETAIL LIQUOR VENDS OF REMAINING DISTRICTS
FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC FOR THE YEAR 2020-21 IN THE
STATE OF HARYANA
It is hereby notified for the information of general public that e-TENDERS
for ALLOTMENT of zones of remaining retail liquor vends of the remaining districts against which these zones are mentioned below, are invited
for the year 2020-21:Zone Numbers

1

Bhiwani

ZBWN-48

2

Faridabad

ZFBD-21, 23, 66, 86 & 103

3

Gurugram (East) ZGRE-08, 18, 19, 21, 32, 34, 36, 37, 40, 45, 46 & 53

4

Gurugram (West) ZGRW-06, 07, 11, 13, 14, 22, 28, 36, 42, 44, 45, 47, 48,
49, 50 & 53

5

Hisar

ZHSR-11, 22, 24 & 38

6

Jhajjar

ZJJR-17 & 19
ZJND-26 & 36

7

Jind

8

Jagadhri

ZJAG-12, 18, 22, 27 & 36

9

Kaithal

ZKTL-16,19, 20 & 21

10

Karnal

ZKNL-15

11

Palwal

ZPWL-01, 17, 18, 19, 37, 39 & 42

12

Panchkula

ZPKL-14, 16, 17 & 21

13

Panipat

ZPNP-03, 05, 06, 07, 09,11, 15, 17, 18, 22, 25, 29, 34, 35
& 39

14

Rewari

ZRWR-39

15

Sirsa

ZSRS-19, 46 & 53

16

Sonepat

ZSNP-04, 07, 08, 11, 12, 14, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30 & 65

Schedule for invitation and evaluation for e-Tenders for
remaining Zones of retail liquor vends
1

Starting date and time for placing e-tenders.

26th May, 2020
(from 09:00 A.M. onwards)

2

Closing Date and time for placing e-tenders.

26th May, 2020
(till 05:00 P.M.)

3

Evaluation of e-tenders.

26th May, 2020
(06:00 P.M.)

1. These e-Tenders will be submitted online as per public notice issued
by the Department (published on 07th/8th March, 2020) in the leading newspapers inviting e-Tenders for allotment of retail liquor licenses of Zones of vends for the year 2020-21. The public notice is available on the departmental website i.e. www.haryanatax.gov.in.
2. The list of remaining Zones of vends in the Districts and venue for
evaluation of e-Tenders shall be conspicuously displayed in the office
of DETC (Excise) & DETC (ST) concerned. The list shall also be
available on the departmental website i.e. www.haryanatax.gov.in.
3. The process of inviting tenders shall be continued by successively
reducing the original reserve price in the following manner:(i) In the slab of 5% of the original reserve price in case reserve
price of the Zone is less than Rs.5.00 Cr.
(ii) In the slab of 3% of the original reserve price in case reserve
price of the Zone is more than Rs.5.00 Cr.
4. The e-Tenders shall be received and the Zones of vends shall be
allotted in the manner prescribed in the Excise Policy for the year
2020-21 and the Punjab Excise Act, 1914 (as applicable to the State
of Haryana), the rules framed thereunder.
5. The allotment shall be subject to the approval of the Excise and
Taxation Commissioner, Haryana. He may reject, without assigning
any reason, any allotment in public interest as the case may be within 10 days of the date of allotment.

81016/HRY

Real estate body
offers to employ
migrants, seeks
UP govt help

New Delhi: The National Real
Estate Development Council
(NAREDCO) has said that it can
offer jobs to migrant workers
from UP if the state government
brings a law to provide assistance to the sector and help
restart stalled projects.
According to its website,
NAREDCO was established as an
autonomous self-regulatory
body in 1998 under the aegis of
Union Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs.
According to R K Arora, UP
president of NAREDCO and
chairman of Supertech Group,
the real estate sector can absorb
labourers by providing jobs in
line with their skills. He has said
the council has written to Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath and
Labour Minister Swami Prasad
Maurya for rehabilitation of migrant labourers.

ENS
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LUCKNOW, MAY 24

UP CHIEF Minister Yogi
AdityanathonSundaysaidstates
seeking to employ migrant
workers from Uttar Pradesh in
the future will need to take his
government’s permission.
Adityanath,addressingawebinar, said, “Now, if any state
needs manpower, the UP governmentwillgivethemanpower
socialsecurity.Wewillgivethem
insurance and security. But,
without our permission, our
people cannot be taken by other
states. Because the kind of treatment that was meted out [to UP
residents]. Seeing that, we have
takenthepeople’ssocialsecurity
in our hand.”
The Chief Minister the governmentwillcarryoutskillmapping of the migrant workers and
will stand by them wherever
they go, be it other states or
countries.
Adityanath also announced

Yogi Adityanath: Migrant
Commission will be set up to
provide jobs to labourers
that a Migrant Commission will
be established to provide jobs to
labourers who had returned to
the state amid the lockdown.
This commission will work to
guarantee social security to
workers by providing them jobs
according to their skills.
Speaking about infections
among those who had returned
to the state, the Chief Minister
claimed migrant workers were
recoveringfasterthantheothers.
“We know that migrant
labourers who come back are

PERSONAL

Kochi: Hitontheheadbyajackfruit, a Kerala autorickshaw
driverwasadmittedforsurgery
toahospital,whereheendedup
testing Covid-positive.
It is not clear how he contracted the virus. “The man is a
resident of Belur in Kasaragod.
While he was trying to pluck a
jackfruit off a tree, one of them

I, Sunil Kumar Panwar, S/oMange Ram Panwar AddH.no.F-57, Opposite-Old
Campus-JNU,Ber-Sarai, NewDelhi-110016, have changed
my name to Sunil Panwar.

Excise & Taxation Commissioner,
Haryana

I, Sonal Rakheja Pardhal, D/O
Ashok Rakheja R/O.K-5, FirstFloor, South-Extn.,Part-1, NewDelhi-110049.Have Changed
my Name to Sonal Rakheja.

0040538099-4

0040538099-2
I, Ashok Kumar Rakeja,S/O
Gain Chand Rakeja, R/o-K-5,
First-Floor, South-Extn.,Part1,N.Delhi-110049, Have
Changed my Name to Ashok
Kumar Rakheja.
0040538099-6
I, AMBIKA PARSHAD MAHTO,
S/o Sh.Husaini Mahto R/o-25H,Sector-4, DIZ-Area,ShaheedBhagat Singh-Marg,GoleMarket,
New-Delhi-110001.have
changed my name,from
AMBIKA PARSHAD MAHTO to
AMBIKA PRASAD MAHATO, for
all,future purposes.
0040538099-5
I Sanjay Kumar S/o Tarachand
R/o H.No M -16A Dharampura
Najafgarh New Delhi 110043
have changed my minor son’s
name from Aayush to Ayush
Dara.
0040538053-1

LOST & FOUND
It’s notified for the information
that my original-Qualifying
Examination-Certificates of
Secondary-Examination-2010
RollNo.6153067 & SeniorSecondary-Examination Year2012 RollNo.9150001 issued by
CBSE have lost.Nikhil Arora,S/o
Dharamveer Arora R/oAIB/15A,Krishna
Apartment,PaschimVihar,N.Delhi-63.
0040538099-8

fell on him, injuring his spine...
Our protocol dictates that we
subject everyone who requires
surgery to the Covid test,” said
DrKSudeep,superintendentof
the Pariyaram Medical College
inKannur.“Hehasnottravelhistory...He had visited the district
hospital once so he could have
gotitfromthere,”headded. ENS

E-TENDERING PRESS NOTICE

0040538099-7

I, Krishan Murari S/o Ganga
Prashad R/o-603 Second-Floor,
NitiKhand-1,
Indirapuram,Ghaziabad,
Uttar-Pradesh-201014,have
change my name Krishan
Murari Verma,for all purpose.

likely to be infected [with Covid19]. But, they work hard and
sweat, and naturally they have
the capacity to fight the virus. If
a normal person gets infected,
then they are taking 14 to 20
days to recover. Migrant labourers are testing negative on the
sixth or seventh day. This is our
strength… Along with screening, the migrants are also being
mapped for skills,” he said.
Speaking about the challenges his administration had
faced during this crisis, the Chief
Minister said, “When I talk of
Uttar Pradesh, then it is natural
to say that it is the state with the
highest population…We have
faced several challenges during
the lockdown. At the beginning,
migrant workers and labourers
startedcomingtothestate.If one
hastogotoeasternparts,thenUP
isontheway…Thiswasthefirst
challenge for us. At some places,
theyweredroppedattheUPborder after they were brought in
buses. We deployed 16,000
buses and within 24 hours, they

Kerala: Hit on head by jackfruit,
man hospitalised, tests positive

I, Sweta Rajesh Jha,W/o Rajesh
Kumar Jha R/o-F-329 SaritaVihar New-Delhi-110076, have
change my name Sweta Jha,
for all purpose. 0040538099-1

I, SHUSAMA DEVI,W/O NO14652458M NK AVINASH
KUMAR R/O-VILLDEGAWAN,POCHIRAILI,TEH+DISTT-GAYA,
BIHAR-824233,have changed
my name,from, SHUSAMA
DEVI to SUSHMA DEVI,for all,
future purposes.

Mahadevi (79) waits for a bus to go to her home in Bihar
with her son, in Greater Noida. Gajendra Yadav

CM: States will have to seek nod
before employing UP workers

0040538099-3

PUBLIC NOTICE

Sr. Name of Distt.
No.

Amit (23) and his friends Rajesh Yadav (22) and Sarvan (22) walked and hitched rides to reach Mohali from Ludhiana
in about 12 hours on Sunday. They worked as construction labourers. They said they wanted to go home in Bihar’s
Bhagalpur district and had registered themselves, but were yet to find seats on any train. Jasbir Malhi

Executive Engineer, Civil Division No. IV, Irrigation & Flood Control Department, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, L.M. Bund
Office Complex, Shastri Nagar, Delhi-31 invites on behalf of President of India online Percentage rate tender from
approved and eligible contractors registerd with of Irrigation & Flood Control Department upto 3.00 PM dated on
25.05.2020 for the works:
H.O.A:- 2711 NON PLAN (REVENUE) MAINTENANCE DRAINAGE
1. NIT No. 11/EE/CD-IV/IFC/2020-21 (ID No. 2020_IFC_190755_1) Name of work: Annual Clearance and
Maintenance of Relief drain from R.D. 965 m to R.D. 2180 m For a period of Twelve months. Estimated Cost of Rs.
22,74,932/- Earnest Money Rs. 45,499/- period of completion 365 days.
H.O.A:- 2711 NON PLAN (REVENUE) MAINTENANCE DRAINAGE
2. NIT No. 12/EE/CD-IV/IFC/2020-21 (ID No. 2020_IFC_190761_1) Name of work: Annual Clearance and
Maintenance of drain along L.F. Bund (For a period of twelve months) from RD-0m to RD-900m. Estimated Cost of
Rs. 6,73,032/- Earnest Money Rs. 13,461/- period of completion 365 days.
H.O.A:- 2711 NON PLAN (REVENUE) MAINTENANCE DRAINAGE
3. NIT No. 13/EE/CD-IV/IFC/2020-21 (ID No. 2020_IFC_190763_1) Name of work: Annual Maintenance of
Balancing Reservoir at R.D. 0 m of L.F. Bund for a period of twelve months.. Estimated Cost of Rs. 14,33,784/Earnest Money Rs. 28,676/- period of completion 365 days.
Note : 1) The enlistment of the contractors should be valid on the last date of opening of tender. In case only the last
date of opening of tender is extended, the enlistment of contractor should be valid on the original date of opening of
tenders.
2) The following Scanned copies are required to be uploaded:- (i) Copy of GST Registration/ upto date file returned
proof (ii) Registration of enlistment in the appropriates class. (iii) Scanned Copy of EMD. (iv) Scanned copy of ESI
and EPF registration. (v) Copy of Pan Number. (vi) Valid Mobile Number, WhatsApp Number and E-mail ID. (3)
EMD’s in the form of DD/FDR in favour of EE, CD-IV may be submitted in the O/o of EE, CD-IV physically upto 3.00
P.M. in the date of opening tender. If the same shall not be deposited physically, the tender shall be treated as
cancelled. The Detail of above mentioned work can be seen and downloaded from website
http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in 4) No manual tender shall be accepted; only tender submitted through eprocurement portal shall be considered.
Sd/DIP/Shabdarth/0047/20-21
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

Delhi Agricultural Marketing Board

werebroughtbacktotheirhome
districtsandarrangementswere
made to screen them.”
Without naming anyone,
Adityanath took a dig at
Opposition leaders for the migrant crisis. “During the lockdown, those who raise slogans
for the poor… If these people
had honestly worried about
workers, then migration could
have been stopped. This did not
happen. No facilities were given.
At severalplaces, electricityconnectionswere cut,so peoplehad
to migrate,” he said.
The Chief Minister claimed
18 crore people in the state had
been provided foodgrains five
times. “As one can see, there is a
huge number of workers and
labourers who are migrating.
Around 25 lakh labourers work
in UP. Not even one is migrating.
They are staying here because
theyweregivenanhonorarium...
out of the 25 lakh workers, 22
lakh are back at their jobs and
they also got paid for the lockdown period.”

SHAJU PHILIP

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MAY 24
TWO SNAKEBITES a young
mothersustainedintwomonths
and her death unravelled as an
alleged murder plotted by her
husband in Kollam district.
Police on Sunday arrested
Sooraj, 27, a native of Adoor and
Santosh, 47, a snake handler, on
charges of killing Sooraj’s wife
Uthra, 25, a native of Kollam.
Uthra was recovering at her
parents’ house after a viper bit
her on the night of March 2
while she was at Sooraj’s house.
On May 7, she was fatally bitten
byacobrawhilethecouplewere
asleep with their one-and-ahalf-year-old son.
Uthra’s father is an affluent
businessman and her mother a
schoolteacher while Sooraj, who
worked in a private financial institution, comes from a lower
middle-class family.
KollamRuralSuperintendent
of Police(SP)Harisankersaidthe
couple had a strained relationship. A family friend said Uthra’s

NOTICE of E-TENDER

The item rates tenders are invited through e-tendering for the following works:
Name of Works

1. Operation & maintenance of
all type of electrical fixtures,
High Mast, pump-sets, DG
sets i/c whole net work of
electrical cable, panel,
feeder pillar’s and other
accessories at Fruit &
Vegetable Market Gaizpur.

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, MAY 24

EIGHT DAYS after a 35-year-old
man was brutally assaulted for
creatingnuisanceoutsideabank
in Piplyanaraynwar town, about
70 km from Chhindwara, two
policemenhavebeensuspended
and a departmental inquiry initiated against them with a video
clip of the assault widely circulated on social media.
The 96-second clip showed
Head Constable Krishna Dongre
repeatedly thrashing Waman
Sareaam, a mason, with a plastic
cane and kicking him in the
head, aided by Constable Ashish
Dhunde.
ChhindwaraSPVivekAgrawal
said the assault was not justified
even though Waman could be at
fault for repeated nuisance in
public in inebriated condition.
Sub-Inspector Ritesh Tayde,
in-charge of Piplyanaraynwar
Chowki, said Waman’s medical
examination showed no injury.
He said the bank staff had called
the police as the man was making indecent gestures.

After failed bid with
viper, Kerala man kills
wife with cobra: police

(Govt. of NCT of Delhi)
9, Institutional Area, Pankha Road, Janakpuri, New Delhi- 110058
Tel:- 28524421, Fax:- 011-28521871

S.
No.

MP: Two cops
suspended after
assault video

Estimated Last date & time Tender ID No
Cost &
for receipt of
Earnest
tender through
Money (Rs.) e-procurement
17,86,890/03.06.2020 at 2020_DAMB_
35,740/14.30 Hrs.
191003_1

The Term- conditions and other details of the tender may please be seen on the
website https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
Sd/Executive Engineer (E)
DAMB
DIP/SHABDARTH/0046/20-21
New Delhi

father had given her 120 sovereigns of gold and he used to regularly help the in-laws. Sooraj
planned to kill Uthra to pocket
her gold and marry someone
else, the officer said.
Policebeganaprobeafterher
family got suspicious of Sooraj’s
explanation that the snake had
slithered in through a window
they had kept open, because the
couple were in an air-conditioned room. Besides, on March
2, Sooraj withdrew 90 sovereigns of gold ornaments from a
bank locker they jointly held.
“He (Sooraj) bought a viper
onFebruary26.Thefirstattempt
was on the night of March 2, but
failed...” said the officer.
Harisanker said Sooraj then
bought a cobra on April 24. On
May 6, he went to Uthra’s house
withthesnakehiddeninabottle.
While she was asleep at night,
Sooraj then threw the snake at
her. After biting Uthra, the snake
crawled behind a cupboard.
In the morning, Uthra’s
mother noticed her daughter
was unconscious. She was
rushed to hospital, but couldn’t
be saved, the police said.

Sadhu among 2
found murdered
in Nanded, 1 held
Mumbai:Twopeople,includinga
sadhu, were found murdered in
Nanded district early Sunday.
Police said the sadhu, Swami
Shivacharya Rudra (33) of
Pashupati Math in Nanded, was
found murdered in the mutt,
while the body of Bhagwan
Shinde (50) – a suspected associate of the accused – was found in
a nearby school.
Officers claimed a follower of
thesadhu—SainathLangote(25)
— was behind the two murders
and prima facie, the motive was
robbery. Nanded SP Vijaykumar
Magar said Langote was later apprehended from the Telangana
border. Shinde however, did not
have a prior criminal record,
added the officer.
ENS
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Why risk of virus transmission in an aircraft is seen as low
KABIR FIRAQUE

ONE INFECTED PASSENGER, AND HOW TRANSMISSION RISK REDUCES BY DISTANCE

NEW DELHI, MARCH 24
WITH DOMESTIC flights resuming on
Monday,thequestionbeingaskedisaboutthe
risk of fliers being infected with Covid-19.
In general, the risk of a viral infection inside an aircraft is thought to be low, except
in cases where healthy fliers are sitting too
closetosomeonecarryinganinfectiousvirus.
Studiesovertheyearshavesoughttoquantify the infection risk. Here, we look at two recent ones — neither study, however, looks
specifically at the coronavirus pandemic.
One study is from 2018, on droplet-borne
virustransmissioninaircraft;theotherisfrom
thisyear,focusingonboardingproceduresbut
also looking at onboard transmission.
What is known about such infection?
Oninfectionsthatspreadthroughdroplets,
the World Health Organisation (WHO) says:
“Transmission of infection may occur betweenpassengerswhoareseatedinthesame
areaof anaircraft,usuallyasaresultof theinfected individual coughing or sneezing or by
touch...Highlycontagiousconditions,suchas
influenza,aremorelikelytobespreadtoother
passengers in situations where the aircraft
ventilation system is not operating.”
Aboutventilation,itsays:“Ventilationprovidesatotalchangeofair20-30timesperhour.
Most modern aircraft have recirculation systems,whichrecycleupto50%of cabinair.”
Asflightsresumeinvariouscountries,air-
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180,072
Germany

craftmakersAirbusandBoeinghavestressed
the safety ensured by their ventilation systems, Reuters reported.
What does being “seated in the same
area” mean?
ForCovid-19,theWHOhasprescribedthat
a distance of 1 metre should be maintained.
The 2018 study quantified the infection risk
basedonproximitytoanalreadyinfectedpassenger.Thestudy,byresearchersfromEmory
University and Georgia Tech, was published
inthejournalPNAS.Asamodellingstudy,itis
not a prediction — only a calculation of probabilities based on simulations.

Turkey

Italy

Russia

137,902
235,772
Spain

DEATH COUNT: 343,116

Source: Johns Hopkins University, updated at 11 pm on May 24 . JHU’s India tally and Health
Ministry’s tally (below) may not match as these are accounted at different times.

For N95 masks, a more
efficient, replaceable filter
N95 MASKS, worn mostly by healthcare workers, are known to offer the
highest level of protection against airborneinfections,buttheystillhavelimitations.N95masksfilterabout85%of
particlessmallerthan300nanometres,
ornm(1nmisabillionthpartof ametre).SARS-CoV-2,however,isinthesize
rangeof65-125nm,sosomevirusparticles could slip through N95s.
Now, researchers have developed
a membrane that can be attached to a A replaceable nanoporous
regularN95maskandreplacedwhen membrane attached to an N95
needed. The filter has a smaller pore filters out particles the size of
size than normal N95 masks, poten- SARS-CoV-2. American Chemical Soiety
tially blocking more virus particles,
theyreportintheAmericanChemical
Society’s journal ACS Nano.
When the researchers measured
N95 masks are inthe airflow rate through
tended for a single use
the filter, they found that
but, because they are in
for pores tinier than 60
shortsupply,manywear
nm (in other words,
the same N95 mask resmaller than SARS-CoVpeatedly.Theresearchers
2),theporesneededtobe
sought to resolve this
placed a maximum of
problembydevelopinga
330 nm from each other
membranethatmoreefto achieve good breathaficiently filters particles
bility.Themembranealso
the size of SARS-CoV-2,
cleans itself.
andonethatcouldbereSOURCE: AMERICAN
NEW RESEARCH
placed after every use.
CHEMICAL SOCIETY

PAPER

CLIP

INDIA COUNT: 131,868 (3,867 DEATHS)
REST OF INDIA
TOP 10 STATES
AndamanandNicobarIslands 33
ArunachalPradesh
1
6,742

12910 Delhi
6017 UP
6,371
MP

3,459

West Bengal

47,190

2,380

Maharashtra

15,512

Tamil Nadu

Why specifically seat 14C?
Itisjustillustrative.“Althoughweuseseat
14C to illustrate this finding, outcomes are
similar for an infectious passenger seated in
any aisle seat, except in the first or last row,
for which no passengers forward or aft, respectively, are infected,” the study said.
Thestudysettheprobabilityof transmission at 1.8% per minute of contact, a conservatively high estimate, it said.

And does the risk change with a window,
middle, or aisle seat?
It depends on air flow. Srinivasan said:
“Others have looked at window vs middle vs
aisle. If you don’t consider air flow, then aisle
seats are more at risk and window less. With
air flow considered, things get more complex. In most planes, a window seat would
still be safer. But it is possible to have air flow
patterns that make window seats riskier.”
The 2018 study assumed omni-direc-

But aren’t boarding procedures going to
be different now?
Yes, they will be. Indian airports, for example, are doing away with physical checkin. The results of the study by Srinivasan and
colleagues, however, are based on the procedures that existed before flight operations
ceased around the world.
“Airlines have introduced new boarding
procedures in response to COVID-19. We recentlycompletedthebasicanalysisonthese,
buthavenotpublishedthemyet,”Srinivasan
said. “The above observations still apply. But
there are also some interesting insights that
would need to wait for a publication!”

Bihar

2,757

Andhra Pradesh

Assam
Chandigarh
Chhattisgarh
DadarNagarHaveli
Goa
Haryana
HimachalPradesh
JammuandKashmir
Jharkhand
Karnataka
Kerala
Ladakh
Manipur
Meghalaya
Mizoram
Odisha
Puducherry
Punjab
Sikkim
Telengana
Tripura
Uttarakhand

329
225
214
2
55
1131
185
1569
350
1959
795
49
29
14
1
1269
26
2045
1
1813
189
244

UnionHealthMinistryupdateasof 11pm,May23.Somestatesmayhave
reportedhighernumbers.Onlystates/UTswithatleastonecaselistedabove.
54,441 PATIENTS DISCHARGED IN 32 STATES AND UNION TERRITORIES
Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak and what you should/should not do?

Write to explained@indianexpress.com

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, MAY 28

India

TOTAL CONFIRMED: 5,354,539

Gujarat

most all seats beyond the nearest 11 — the
probabilityoftransmissionislessthan1%.For
aflightattendantwhowalkstheaisle,therisk
isbetween5%and20%,accordingtothestudy.

344,481

US

13,664

The study chronicled the movements of
economy class fliers on 10 transcontinental
US flights to draw up a transmission model
for respiratory disease spread through
droplets.(Movementof passengersandcrew
can play a key role in virus transmission.)
The figure shows an already infected passengerinseat14C.Thecalculatedriskoftransmissionvaries,butisverysmallformostpassengers.Onlyin11seats(thosenearestto14C)
isthechanceof catchingtheinfectionhigh,at
80%-100%. For all other seats, the risk is less
than 3%, and reduces with distance. For passengers seated farther away from 14C than 1
m (the WHO stipulation) — which means al-

India has extended guidelines for hydrochloroquine use, a study has raised fresh questions about its
efficacy against Covid, and Trump continues to push for it. A look at both sides of the continuing debate

1,628,251

Rajasthan

■ 80-100%

What about boarding procedures?
The 2020 study found that it is better to
use fewer zones. “If you have many boarding zones, then people tend to cluster together while stowing luggage, which leads
to increased contact. The boarding process
is faster with more zones, but so is infection
spread likelihood,” Srinivasan said.

HCQ: what we know so far
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229,327
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Brazil

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

What is the other study about?
Researchers from three institutions in
Florida have developed a model to analyse
which boarding procedures reduce the risk
of disease spread in airplanes. The model of
pedestriandynamics,calledCALM,simulates
how people maintain a distance from one
another. The research was published in the
journal PLOS One in March.
“Whileourfocuswasonidentifyinggood
boarding procedures in general, we looked
at sections of the planes, just to get some extra insight,” computer scientist Ashok
Srinivasan of the University of Western
Florida said by email. Among the findings:
“Wefoundthatbusinessclasscarrieslessrisk
than economy.”

tional spread of virions, which Weiss said is
a crude assumption. Asked if leaving a seat
vacant helps, he said: “Based solely on our
study, I cannot justify that. Psychologically,
as a passenger, I would certainly prefer it. I
could hand-wave that if a passenger is facingforwardthenthevirionscomingoutsidewayshavesubstantiallylessmomentumand
willsettlemorequickly,sothevacantmiddle
seat will provide some protection — but I
cannot scientifically justify this.”

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION &ANSWER

182,036

347,398
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From a 2018 study on the transmission of droplet-mediated respiratory diseases during flights, this seating heat map shows the probability of one passenger (triangle)
infecting each of the other passengers (squares) and crew members (circle). Probability of infection set at 1.8% per minute of contact. While the infected passenger is shown
in seat 14C, the same probabilities apply anywhere except the front and back rows. The study covered transcontinental flights. Source: Hertzberg, Weiss et al, PNAS 2018

THE WORLD
United Kingdom

3 4 5

● 5to20%

CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD
260,916

Infected case in seat 14C

But will it apply to Covid-19?
“Nobody knows these probabilities — for
Influenza or COVID!” biomathematician
HowardWeiss,oneof thestudyauthors,who
is now with Pennsylvania State University,
told The Indian Express by email.

LAST WEEK, a study in The Lancet raised further questions about the efficacy of hydroxychloroquine(HCQ)asatreatmentforCovid19. This comes even as US President Donald
Trump continues to push for HCQ, including
a claim that he has been using it himself.
HCQ has been the subject of debate
around the world. It is India’s drug of choice
both for treatment and prophylaxis (postexposure preventive). India has extended
guidelines for its use and is currently exporting it to 55 other countries, even though the
World Health Organisation (WHO) has been
cautious about its efficacy.
What is hydroxychloroquine?
Itisadrugusedinthetreatmentofautoimmune diseases such as rheumatoid arthritis
and lupus. It is also used for the prevention of
malaria and its treatment; it is a derivative of
theantimalarialdrugchloroquine.Onprophylactic use of HCQ for malaria, the US Centers
forDiseaseControlsays:“Hydroxychloroquine
canonlybeusedinplaceswherechloroquine...
isstilleffective.Thereareonlyafewplacesleft
intheworldwherehydroxychloroquineisstill
effective including parts of Central America
and the Caribbean.”
Countries that have allowed use of HCQ
forCovid-19,withrestrictions,includetheUS
(for emergency use in hospital), France (on
prescription),Brazil,RussiaandSouthKorea.
Why is it so much in the spotlight?
The prime mover of the theory that HCQ
works against Covid-19 has been President
Trump,startingwithhistweetinMarch:“HYDROXYCHLOROQUINE & AZITHROMYCIN,
takentogether,havearealchancetobeoneof
the biggest game changers in the history of
medicine. The FDA has moved mountains —
Thank You! Hopefully they will BOTH (H
works better with A, International Journal of
AntimicrobialAgents).....beputinuseIMMEDIATELY. PEOPLE ARE DYING, MOVE FAST,
and GOD BLESS EVERYONE!”
A short whilelater, Trump warned of “retaliation” if India continued with its policy
against export of HCQ (India later eased exportrestrictions).Afewdaysago,Trumpsaid
he uses HCQ for prophylaxis.
How far does Trump’s view reflect in US
guidelines and scientific assessment?
The National Institute of Allergy and
InfectiousDiseasesdirectorDrAnthonyFauci
has called the evidence of the efficacy of the
combination “anecdotal”.
TheUSFoodandDrugAdministrationsays:
“The FDA is aware of reports of serious heart
rhythm problems in patients with COVID-19
treated with hydroxychloroquine or chloroquine,oftenincombinationwithazithromycin
and other QT prolonging medicines. We are
alsoawareofincreaseduseofthesemedicines
through outpatient prescriptions... Hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine have not been
shown to be safe and effective for treating or
preventingCOVID-19. Theyarebeingstudied
in clinical trials for COVID-19, and we authorizedtheirtemporaryuseduringtheCOVID-19
pandemic for treatment of the virus in hospitalized patients when clinical trials are not
available, or participation is not feasible,
through an Emergency Use Authorization.”
What is the evidence in favour of, or
against, the efficacy of HCQ?
Thereisanemergingbodyofevidence,of-

FOCUS ON
MAHARASHTRA

On the ground:
HCQ use in
worst-hit state
Many countries allow HCQ use against Covid-19, with restrictions. AP
ten conflicting. The latest, in The Lancet last
week,isnotencouraging.“Wewereunableto
confirm a benefit of hydroxychloroquine or
chloroquine, when used alone or with a
macrolide, on in-hospital outcomes for
COVID-19. Each of these drug regimens was
associatedwithdecreasedin-hospitalsurvival
andanincreasedfrequencyof ventriculararrhythmiaswhenusedfortreatmentofCOVID19,”concludedresearchersledbytheBrigham
andWomen’sHospital.Macrolidesareaclass
of antibiotics that includes azithromycin.
In a small study published in the
International Journal of Antimicrobial Agents,
published on March 17, French scientists reported: “Twenty cases were treated in this
study and showed a significant reduction of
the viral carriage at D6-post inclusion compared to controls, and much lower average
carryingdurationthanreportedof untreated
patientsintheliterature.Azithromycinadded
tohydroxychloroquinewassignificantlymore
efficientforviruselimination.”Inotherwords,
thecombinationdidreducetheviralload.The
size of the study, however, is too small for the
conclusion to be treated as definitive.
In an observational study funded by the
US National Institutes of Health (NIH), HCQ
wasnotfoundtobeveryeffectiveinreducing
severity of Covid-19. “... Hydroxychloroquine
administrationwasnotassociatedwitheither
a greatly lowered or an increased risk of the
composite end point of intubation or death.
Randomized, controlled trials of hydroxychloroquine in patients with Covid-19 are
needed,” researchers reported earlier this
monthintheNewEnglandJournalofMedicine.
However, there have been ecological studies
comparing deaths in countries that have allowedHCQwiththosethathavenot,toclaim
that the former showed lower death rates.
Among known side effects of HCQ are alterations in heart rates, intestinal problems,
headache, dizziness, hallucinations etc.
What is the WHO position?
The WHO has said that while there is no
conclusive evidence yet of the efficacy of
HCQ in Covid-19 treatment, the side-effects
arewelldocumented.DrMichaelRyan,executivedirectorWHO,saidduringabriefingon
Wednesday: “Every sovereign nation with
effective regulatory authorities can advise
citizens on the use of any drug...
Hydroxychloroquineandchloroquinearealready licensed products. But they have not
as yet been found to be effective in COVID19 or in prophylaxis... there are warnings by

many authorities on potential side effects.
Many countries have limited it to clinical trials under supervision of clinicians in hospital settings. However it is for each national
authority to weigh and assess the evidence.”
HCQ and CQ along with beta interferons,
however, form one arm of the multi-country Solidarity trials that are being carried out
under the aegis of the WHO.
What is India’s position?
India on Friday expanded the list of people eligible for prophylactic use of HCQ to include non-healthcare frontline workers. The
revisedadvisorynowsays:“JointMonitoring
GroupandNTFhavenowrecommendedthe
prophylactic use of HCQ in all asymptomatic
healthcareworkersinvolvedincontainment
and treatment of COVID19 and asymptomatic healthcare workers working in nonCOVID hospitals/non-COVID areas of COVID
hospitals/blocks, asymptomatic frontline
workers, such as surveillance workers deployed in containment zones and paramilitary/police personnel involved in COVID-19
related activities and asymptomatic householdcontactsof laboratoryconfirmedcases.”
Thedrug,though,isnottobeusedinpeople with retinopathy, hypersensitivity to the
disease, cardiac problems or glucose 6 phosphate deficiency. It is not to be used in pregnant or lactating mothers of children aged
less than 15 years. either. Use of the drug has
to be preceded by an ECG.
Data on assessment of HCQ prophylaxis
among 1,323 healthcare workers indicated
mild adverse effects such as nausea (8.9%),
abdominal pain (7.3%), vomiting (1.5%), hypoglycemia(1.7%)andcardio-vasculareffects
(1.9%). And as per the data from the
Pharmacovigilance Program of India, there
have been 214 reported instances of adverse
drug reactions associated with prophylactic
HCQ use. Of these, 7 were serious individual
case safety reports with prolongation of QT
interval on ECG in 3 cases. The advisory
warned: “It is reiterated that the intake of
above medicine should not instil a sense of
false security.”
The advice for use of the drug along with
azithromycin in serious patients of Covid-19
remains. However, last week Dr R R
Gangakhedkardirectorof epidemiologyand
infectious diseases at the Indian Council of
Medical Research said: “We will review the
evidence (on hydroxychloroquine) and take
a call”. India has in the past discussed population-level prophylactic use of the drug.

New Delhi

ANURADHA MASCARENHAS
PUNE, MAY 28

IN MAHARASHTRA, hydroxychloroquine remains the preventive of choice for healthcare workers exposed to the novel coronavirus. At least 80-90% of health workers
involved in the treatment of Covid-19 patients have been given HCQ tablets as a preventive, state Health Minister Rajesh Tope
told The Indian Express.
“These are dynamic numbers, but definitely HCQ has been taken by thousands of
our frontline staff. We do not deviate from
theICMRprotocol.Notjustourfrontlinestaff
but police officers, doctors and even those
who are exposed while conducting surveillance duties at the containment zone have
taken the HCQ drug,” Tope said.
On Friday, a revised central advisory recommended the use of hydroxychloroquine
as a preventive medication for a wider range
of persons in high-risk zones.
In Maharashtra, only in cases of contraindications — that is if the person has a
heart ailment or even high blood pressure —
does the doctor provide his/her recommendation. An ECG is also done on healthcare
workersbeforeadministeringthedrug,Tope
said.
HCQ is primarily prescribed for rheumatoid arthritis and lupus patients. Common
side effects are usually mild to moderate and
related to the stomach. “Patients of arthritis
whoarebeingeffectivelymanagedwithHCQ
need not be alarmed by what is being reportedfromHCQexperiencewithCovid-19,”
rheumatologist Dr Arvind Chopra said.
The latest ICMR advisory, while favouring the use of HCQ as a preventive in highrisk populations, has “noted the occurrence
of side effects and since this has important
implications in clinical practice they should
publish the data in sufficient detail in a peerreviewed medical journal on priority,” Dr
Chopra said.
Private hospitals have devised their internalprotocolandidentifiedthosewhoarevulnerable. Dr Sunil Rao, Group Director of
Sahyadri Hospital, said more than 2,000 of
theirfrontlineworkershavetakenHCQ.“Ifthey
have side effects like tingling sensation in the
ear or any other symptom it is immediately
stopped,” he said. Employees at pharmacies
and billing counters too are taking the drug.
Dr Zarir Udwadia, Mumbai-based pulmonologist, said in a review in Association of
Physicians of India journal that caution must
be exercised when using it, with monitoring
for potentialcardiac toxicity. The review said
current data does not allow them to recommend for or against the use of these drug.
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RAMNATH GOENKA

— ROBERT FROST

Imperative to instil confidence, remove fear around
health and economy should inform COVID policy

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

UNQUIET FRONT

WaningtrusterodesIndia,ChinacapacitiestomanageLadakh
face-off.Beijingmustbackoff, sensiblediplomacyisneeded

A

S TENSIONS between the Indian and Chinese armed forces mount in eastern Ladakh, Delhi and Beijing seem to be hurtling towards a fourth military
crisis on their long and contested northern border. The resolution of the last
three crises — at Depsang plain in northern Ladakh during 2013, Chumar
IneasternLadakhin2014,andDoklamontheeastatBhutan’sborderwithChinain2017—
requiredever-higherpoliticalintervention.PrimeMinisterLiKeqiang’svisittoIndiain2013
and President Xi Jinping’s trip to India in 2014 helped lower the military temperature at
Depsang and Chumar respectively. A series of high-level meetings between Modi and Xi
at various multilateral settings in 2017 provided the necessary political push to disentangle the conflict that lasted 73 days at Doklam.
Twosummit-levelretreatsbetweenModiandXi—atWuhanin2018andnearChennai
in 2019 — raised expectations for more enduring solutions. Those hopes have not so far
translated into effective agreements to manage the new normal on the Sino-Indian frontier. Three features define the new normal. In the past, the divergent perceptions of the
Line of Actual Control meant “incursions” across the other’s claim line were common but
not threatening. Since the late 1980s, Delhi and Beijing had crafted a series of protocols
to address these incursions. Second, these protocols are unable to cope with the new dynamic marked by more vigorous patrolling by the two armed forces and more frequent
and intense face-offs between them, thanks to the modernisation of military capabilities
and transport infrastructure on both sides of the disputed border. Finally, the diminishing trust between Delhi and Beijing amid the widening template of economic and political conflict threatens the capacity of the two security establishments to manage crises.
Reports in this newspaper in the last few days on the geographic scope and depth of
the incursions, and the intensity of troop concentration, suggest there is a danger of the
currentface-off ineasternLadakhbecoming abiggermilitaryconfrontation.Threeurgent
imperatives present themselves: First, PM Modi must take the Opposition political partiesintoconfidenceonthenatureof thecrisis.Second,istheneedforanearlypoliticalconsultation between Delhi and Beijing on exploring ways to end the stand-off. Reports that
Chinese troops are sitting on Indian territory underline the importance of restoring status quo ante; this is unlikely to be achieved at the local level. Finally, a renewed effort at
resolving the conflict over the boundary dispute must necessarily complement the management of frequent crises on the Indian frontier with China. In recent years, Delhi has often proposed that the two countries must begin the clarification of the Line of Actual
Control on an urgent basis. That would pave the way for a political settlement of the
boundary dispute. China would be wise to take a fresh look at its position instead of risking a prolonged confrontation with India and a deepening chill in bilateral relations in a
world still reeling under the effects of COVID, and at a time when its own handling of the
outbreak is coming under mounting scrutiny.

EASE OF LEARNING

Shamika Ravi
INDIA IS CONFRONTING two simultaneous
crises. An economic crisis destroying our
livelihoods and a health crisis which threatensourlives.Thetwincrisesaredeeplyintertwined — our economy cannot be reopened
without credibly addressing fears of infection and resurgence. Thehealth crisis caused
an economic crisis because people do not
consume, work, or invest when there is visceral fear. Despite repeated assurances from
governments, the unabated reverse exodus
of migrants to their homes in the eastern
states signals the fear and uncertainty that
has gripped the nation. The immediate reaction of the government, an extended national lockdown, has been extremely successful in slowing the growth of the virus.
However, we are yet to “flatten the curve” —
that is reach the peak beyond which active
cases decline steadily and total number of
cases flatten with strong recoveries. It is also
importanttonotethat“flatteningthecurve”,
doesn’t make the virus go away. There remain high chances of resurgence, as seen in
Germany,SouthKoreaand,moreominously,
in Iran. We must, therefore, now shift to a
plan that balances the need to protect our
health and reopen our economy by locking
down only those who are infectious.
This article presents a simple, scalable,
and credible solution. One, introduce a comprehensive “test and isolate” policy across
thecountry.Two,buildtestinglaboratoriesin
all 7,000blocksacross thecountryandthree,
build dedicated infectious diseases wards in
every district hospital across the country.
This will make it safe for Indians to return to
work and help in keeping the infection rate
below 0.5 per cent of the population (currently it is 0.007 per cent). Until a vaccine is
developed and deployed, the simplest and
safest path to this outcome is a national
COVID management strategy of isolation
combined with contact tracing and testing.
This strategy is far less disruptive and costeffective than our current policy. It does not
rely onanytechnologicalbreakthroughsand
will work even in the worst-case scenario.
Thisprovidesaroadmapforafutureinwhich
Indiancitizensareconfidentthattheirhealth
and the economy’s future are protected

It shouldn’t have taken a global pandemic for Indian education
to explore online teaching and learning. Challenges lie ahead

E P Unny

One, introduce a
comprehensive ‘test and
isolate’ policy across the
country, two, build testing
laboratories in all 7,000
blocks across the country
and three, build dedicated
infectious diseases wards in
every district hospital across
the country. This will make it
safe for Indians to return to
work and help in keeping the
infection rate below 0.5 per
cent of the population
(currently it is 0.007 per
cent). Until a vaccine is
developed and deployed, the
simplest and safest path to
this outcome is a national
COVID management
strategy of isolation
combined with contact
tracing and testing.

againstthevirus,andfromfuturepandemics.
It is the fastest path to an economic revival
because it is the simplest and safest path. A
strong commitment from the Centre to provide resources has already been signalled by
the finance minister in her last stimulus
announcement.
The solution outlined above is of longterm strategic interest, beyond the current
virus outbreak, since infectious diseases are
a major killer in India even in normal times.
Tuberculosis alone accounts for over
4,00,000 deaths every year in the country.
Let us look at required investments into different components of this COVID management strategy.
Our research estimates that India has approximately 19 lakh hospital beds, 95,000
ICU beds, and 48,000 ventilators. Most of
these facilities are concentrated in a few
states and cities. How can we optimise the
scarce resource across states as the infection
spreads eastwards and to rural areas? A critical piece in our public health architecture is
the urgent upgradation of health and wellnesscentres(HWCs).Thisisanefficientgatekeeping mechanism for COVID management. These HWCs become points for early
detection, contact tracing and testing of
COVID cases. We estimate this expense to be
Rs 30,000 crore.
We have to proactively adopt the following steps to overcome this pandemic and
minimise its spread. One, testing: If all states
weretomatchthetestingrateof TamilNadu,
it would allow us to cover 5 per cent of the
population (7 crore tests/year) at a cost of Rs
21,000crore(atRs3,000/test).Testingiscritical to the detection and containment of the
virus. Two, contact tracing: The most sustainable and effective way to scale up contact tracing and surveillance (besides using
district police) would be to hire and train additional ASHA workers. India could double
the number of ASHA workers for Rs 10,000
crore/year.Three,quarantine:Clean,safeand
adequate isolation facilities are critical to
managing this pandemic. This is particularly
relevant for people living in high density
housing. If an estimated 2.5 per cent of the
population were to be kept in isolation for

two weeks and some compensation was
paidtothepoorforinvolvedincomeloss,this
would cost Rs 30,000 crore. Four, masks for
all: The government could make abundant
masks available to the general population
and incentivise firms to provide masks to its
employeesthroughtaxsubsidies.Thiswould
cost Rs10,000 crore.
The creation of public diagnostic labs at
everyblock level has been announcedbythe
finance minister in the final tranche of the
economic package last week. It is important
tokeepinmindthatapproximately1,00,000
diagnostic laboratories, which include
pathology laboratories and radiology centres exist in India. Developing an efficient
public-private-partnership model could be
the way ahead to tide us over the current crisis and leverage the existing infrastructure
at local levels. Blocks that do not currently
have any labs should be prioritised for the
creation of government labs.
Put together, these investments would
cost around one lakh crore a yearand will allow us to implement a COVID management
model across the country. Since each week
of thelockdowncostsRs200,000crore,these
investmentsareobviouslyworthwhile.Right
now, it may be difficult to envision a date
whenthenumberof infectionsdropstovery
low. Easing containment policies without a
viable alternative like “test and isolate” in
place would resume theexponentialgrowth
of the virus and very likely bring us back to
our current situation. The strategy, once implemented, must continue for the next 1824 months or until a vaccine is widely available.
Fearisdrivingasignificantpartof thecurrent economic downturn. This includes fear
for our own health as well as the uncertainty
of futurelockdowns.Ourpolicymustbesimple and feasible enough to instil confidence
among people that the health crisis is being
effectively managed by all tiers of the government along with the business and health
communities, and that its implementation
will prevent additional economic losses.
The writer is a former member of the Prime
Minister’s Economic Advisory Council

INVISIBLE INDIA

T

he central Home Ministry is yet to issue a timeline for the reopening of
schools and for almost two months now, the classroom has been virtual.
School education has been jolted out of its conventional ways by an unprecedented disruption. Many other countries embraced massive open online
courses (MOOCs) years ago, and it shouldn’t have taken a global pandemic to force Indian
education to go online. But on the digital superhighway, as a series in this newspaper
showed, mileage varies in a country with a yawning digital divide and no social security
architecture. The level of success, across classes and income levels, is determined by two
axes – the ease of digital access and the ability of parents to support learning at home.
Earlier, enterprising children could succeed despite the poverty and illiteracy of parents
because the classroom provided an enabling environment. But now the poor are disconnected and irrespective of background, some children cannot relate to the online classroom, and many more are losing out on midday meals. If education remains online-only,
millions could suffer a loss of opportunity, at the expense of future national productivity.
The physical classroom does not only impart the syllabus. Children are also socialised,
and there is an element of sport and play. However, while Pythagoras’ theorem and
Eratosthenes’ sieve may be readily transmitted in the digital classroom, the matrix for
socialisation is not replicated on an LCD screen. Parents have felt pressed, too, having to
support their children’s classes while working from home themselves. Now that they are
returning to the workplace, without reliable daycare facilities, both work and schooling
could be compromised. Also, in the public interest, medical professionals in the UK and
Europe argue that the role of children in transmission must be understood to arrive at a
full epidemiological picture, and this can only happen when schools reopen.
The Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti has approached the Ministry of Human Resource
Development, and other educational organisations await instructionsfrom state governments. Schools may reopen in a staggered manner, with hygiene and distancing protocols in place, and induction should be contingent on testing. Perhaps residential institutions like the Navodayas should lead, since they can seal the perimeter and do not run
the continuing risk of spreading presented by daily student traffic. The Centre should issue a timeline soon, because as in other spheres, despite the virus, life must go on in the
classroom — with maximum caution.

Freeze Frame

Good fences make good neighbours.

A pandemic prescription
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WORDLY WISE

Covid-19 has made migrant workers’ plight, state apathy visible
Anil Dharker
HOW CAN SO many be so invisible? All
around us, in our great metropolises, we see
cranes on the top of buildings stealthily
climbing skywards but we do not see the
workers inside. At the important crossroads
and chowks of our cities every morning,
hordes of young men gather — masons,
carpenters, painters — waiting for a call to
work, blended into the landscape. On every
street, yet others come to their claimed spots
in the morning, carrying their trade on their
heads and shoulders — from bhel puri to
vegetables. They return home, their daily
wage earned, in the evening. We don’t see
them either.
Yet, there are millions of them.
A widely-quoted figure based on the
2011 census and on NSSO (National Sample
Survey Office) data, asserts there are 65 million inter-state migrants, of which a third
are workers — so around 22 million. By
conservative estimates, 30 per cent of these
depend on daily work, and an equal number
are employed on a regular basis, but in the
informal sector. Add street vendors, and you
get. no one knows how many. And no one
cares.
It’s only now, with the images we see
everywhere, that we have begun to see
them: An exhausted child asleep on his
mother’s suitcase as she drags it along, a
young man cradling his friend as he breathes
his last after walking hundreds of miles. We
hear of, but luckily do not see, the expectant

There are 65 million interstate migrants, of which a
third are workers — so
around 22 million. By
conservative estimates, 30
per cent of these depend on
daily work, and an equal
number are employed on a
regular basis, but in the
informal sector. Add street
vendors, and you get. no one
knows how many. And no
one cares. It’s only now, with
the images we see
everywhere, that we have
begun to see them.

mother in full-term and walking nevertheless, who delivers her child, and then walks
on again. We hear of, but can scarcely believe, as wave after wave of the poor — with
only rotis and chutney to sustain them — undertake journeys of a thousand miles on
foot, to reach home.
You and I see them now when, for many,
it’s too late. Didn’t the politicians who go to
them for their votes not see them before
this? When the PM announced the first lockdown on March 24, he gave about threeand-a-half hours notice to India, including
its chief ministers. The Railways, which carry
23 million passengers per day, cancelled all
trains. The migrants had rushed towards the
railway and bus stations but the gates were
shut by then.
Right from the start, the fight against
COVID-19 has suffered from the invisibilising of the poor. When the PM asked people to fight the virus with thaalis and light
from their balconies, he forgot that the poor
don’t have balconies. When social distancing was made a central point of the campaign, the impossibility of it in slums was
overlooked. Worst of all, was the lack of the
anticipation that without work, savings or
food, migrant workers and their families
would want, and attempt, to rush home.
When the rush could no longer be ignored,
it still took five weeks to announce the resumption of trains.
But even this was conditional for mi-

grants: Their origin state (say Maharashtra),
should first want the workers to leave, and
then the destination state (say UP), should
agree to have them. Such an arrangement
was bound to fail, and it did. In announcing
the lockdown, the central government had
invoked the Disaster Management Act,
which overrode state governments’ powers:
But when it came to the migrants’ transportation, suddenly, without notice, why
was the onus transferred to the states? The
chaos this caused could be gauged from the
desperate crowds at Dadar and Ghaziabad,
and other stations. So, again the decision was
reversed, but only on May 19. Further, it has
taken the central government 53 whole days
to set up NMIS (National Migrant
Information System), an online dashboard
for the states to put up figures so that they
can monitor the movement of people. Why
did it take 50 days to announce food supplements for 80 million Indians who are not
part of the rationing system?
If policy-makers had abandoned their
middle-class value systems and thought of
our country’s invisible multitudes in time,
they would have commandeered the whole
rail system on a war footing, organised buses
and trucks, food stations en route, and put
cash and essential rations in each starving
hand. But how could they, when the hand
was invisible to them?
Dharker is a writer and columnist

MAY 25, 1980, FORTY YEARS AGO
ASSAM DIALOGUE

THE STAGE WAS set for resumption of dialoguebetweenthegovernmentandagitation
leadersof Assamontheforeigners’issue.The
government released the first installment of
three agitation leaders detained under the
preventive detention ordinance. They are K
Cbaruah,presidentof theAssamYubaSamaj,
Parag Challha, a prominent agitation leader
of Sibsagar and Heela Barthakur, a senior
leaderof thewomen’swingof theAAGSP.The
second batch of political detenus, expected
to be released shortly, include Nibaran Bora,
chief of the Purbanchal Lok Parishad, Atul
Bora, secretary, All Assam Gana Sangram
Parishad and Nagen Hazarika, president,

Assam Jatiyabadi Dal.

WORLD COURT ON IRAN

THE WORLD COURT unanimously ordered
Iran to release the American hostages and
declared that Iran must also pay damages to
the US for the six months hostage affair. Iran
had ignored an interim ruling by the court in
December that the hostages be freed. The
InternationalCourtof Justice,thejudicialarm
of the United Nations, did not rule on an
American claim that Iran be ordered to put
on trial those responsible for November 4
seizure of the US embassy in Teheran. The
Court decided by a vote of 12-3 that Iran is
obligated to pay damages to the US.

New Delhi

GIAN SINGH REMAND

GIAN SINGH, THE Connaught Place garage
owner, who was yesterday arrested by the
Central Bureau of Investigation in connection with the murder of the Nirankari
Mission chief, Baba Gurbachan Singh, was
remanded to police custody till May 21 by
thechief metropolitanmagistrate,MAKhan.
The CBI’s application for remand said that
the interrogation so far had revealed that
Singh was “positively” involved in the commission of the crime. Singh is said to be a
close friend of Ranjit Singh, the 25-year-old
carpenter suspected to be the brain behind
the murders of the Baba and his bodyguard,
Pratap Singh.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
“Hong Kong belongs to China, not the US. The latter has only two choices
when it comes to the city: be a friendly cooperator, or stay away. China will
never offer the US a third option.”
— GLOBALTIMES,CHINA

Cash transfers for farmers

Timehascometomergetheincomebenefitschemesof theCentreandstategovernmentswith
programmessuchas the MGNREGA

The power of
partnership
NGOs,privatesector,andinternationalorganisations
havejoinedhandswithgovernmentagainstCovid

FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH

By Ashok Gulati
ON MAY 12, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced that his government’s reliefcum-stimulus package would be Rs 20 lakh
crore, almost 10 per cent of India’s GDP. Most
expertshailed the announcement. Butwhen
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman unveiled the package, sector by sector, many
wondered where the “new cash” was? It did
not take much time to figure out that the additional relief and stimulus in the system is
just about 1 per cent of the GDP — not 10 per
cent. Much of the rest is directed towards increasing liquidity and deferring some loan
payments, but not much additional cash.
The government has been stingy on cash
payments presumably because its tax revenues are falling and it is hesitant to print
more cash out of the fear of being downgraded by rating agencies. Even the worst affected migrant workers have not got much
cash support. Farmers too have suffered
losses because of the fall in farm prices, especially perishables. Onions and tomatoes,
for example, are selling at around Rs 6/kg in
India’slargestmandislikeLasalgaon,Chittoor
and Kolar — this when the cost of production
is about Rs 10/kg. Farmers growing flowers
andgrapesandmilkproducersfacethesame
predicament. The government did promise
Rs2,000perfarmfamilyfrom thePM-KISAN
scheme, but this is only a reiteration of an
earlier commitment.
In this context, the Chhattisgarh government deserves compliments for launching
theRajivGandhiKisanNyayYojana(RGKNY),
an incometransfer scheme at Rs 10,000/acre
forpaddyfarmersandRs13,000/acreforsugarcane farmers. The state’s chief minister,
Bhupesh Baghel, has said that the scheme
will be extended to farmers of other crops —
in fact, to landless labourers as well. One will
have to wait and see how the scheme is implemented, but on the face of it, RGKNY will
help put money directly into the hands of
farmers and poor agricultural labourers.
Baghel is not the first CM to implement a
cash transfer scheme for farmers. In kharif
20’8-19, Telangana’s Chief Minister, K
Chandrashekar Rao (KCR) announced a cash
transfer scheme of Rs 4,000/acre, per season
— this was raised to Rs 5,000/acre per season
in kharif 2019-20. There is a live portal that
gives the details of the scheme and its
progress. In the rabi season of 2018-19, the
Odisha government launched the KALIA
scheme (Krushak Assistance for Livelihood
and Income Augmentation) on a somewhat
similar pattern. West Bengal’s Krishak
Bandhu and Jharkhand’s Mukhya Mantri
Krishi Aashirwad Yojana are the other income support schemes worth mentioning.
These schemes were launched just before
elections for obvious reasons. They also
egged the Centre on to announcing the PM
Kisan Yojana.
These income support policies are welcome. But it is high time to evaluate these
schemes and refine or merge some of them

Amitabh Kant

C R Sasikumar

so that they serve their purpose in an efficient and inclusive manner without much
leakage.
The first question to ask is: Who is the actual beneficiary of the income support
schemes? Are cash advances given to the
owner farmer or the tenant farmer who actually tills the land? Ideally, the money
should go to the real tiller. But in large parts
of the country, there is no record of tenancy.
Thegovernmentdata shows only 10 per cent
tenancy in the country while several microlevel studies indicate that it could be anywhere between 25-30 per cent. In fact, in
many regions like the Godavari belt, it could
be even more than 50 per cent. It does not
make much sense to put money into the accounts of absentee landlords. The best way
would be to change the tenancy laws, and
open up land lease markets, ensuring that
the owner of the land has full rights to take
his land back after the expiry of the lease period. The current law, favouring “land to the
tiller”, is loaded against the owner. As a result, much of tenancy in the country
remains oral.
In the absence of such legal changes in
land lease laws, the only way forward is to
fully inform the tiller that the owner has got
income support and then appeal to the
owner to pass on this benefit to the tiller —
or adjust the land rent accordingly.
Informationandpersuasioncampaignsinradio and newspapers would increase the
chances of the benefits being passed on to
therealtillers—oratleasthelpthetenantsto
bargain on the terms of tenancy.

The first question to ask is:
Who is the actual beneficiary
of the income support
schemes? Are cash advances
given to the owner-farmer or
the tenant-farmer who
actually tills the land? Ideally,
the money should go to the
real tiller. But in large parts of
the country, there is no
record of tenancy. The
government data shows only
10 per cent tenancy in the
country while several microlevel studies indicate that it
could be anywhere between
25-30 per cent.

The other issueisidentifyingthe landless
labourers working on farms. Majority of
them are temporary and seasonal workers,
and leaving the task of identification to panchayats and patwaris can open doors for
large leakages and corruption. There have
been talks in the past for synchronising
MGNREGA with farm operations to contain
the cost of farming as well as ensuring that
those engaged in this employment guarantee scheme do useful and productive work.
The legal framework of the MGNREGA
scheme does allow this on farms owned by
people of SC/ST communities, and on the
lands of marginal farmers.
The time has come to think seriously
aboutmergingincomesupportschemes,including the PM KISAN and state-level
schemes,withtheMGNREGAandprice-subsidy schemes — food and fertiliser subsidies
given by Centre and power subsidies given
by state government. These schemes
amount to Rs 5 lakh crore — that’s a good
sum of money to start a basic income cover
for poor households. Markets could then be
lefttooperatefreely.Thisapproachcancover
landless labourers, farmers, and poor consumers — these categories overlap.
Let there be an expert group to look
closely into the functioning of each one of
these schemes and create an umbrella
scheme to take care of the poor and the
needy. Would the Modi government move
towards direct cash transfers?
The writer is Infosys Chair Professor for
Agriculture at ICRIER

Rebooting the world

Post-Covid order should uphold equality, secularism and democratic principles
Yashwant Sinha & Atul K Thakur
A NEW world is bound to emerge from the
present corona crisis. But what will be the
new world order like? The present one, already in shambles, has failed in dealing effectively with the pandemic. The World
Health Organisation (WHO) has not covered
itself with glory. The WHO’s understanding
of the situation and the manner in which it
dealt with it has been called into question by
many — the US has even stopped funding.
Astheworldlookson,thevirusisspreading dangerously all over the world with 185
countries affected, the total number of infected peoplestanding at 52,37,508and over
3,35,805 dead so far. We are still far from an
antidote. Global and national economies are
collapsing like ninepins. People, especially
the poor everywhere, are suffering as never
before.Nobody in the internationalcommunity seems concerned at the tragedy unfolding in countries like Yemen and Sudan.
Indeed, the so-called world leaders are at
their wits end or have no time to spare given
their national concerns.
The political system, especially in a
democracy, should ideally debate the role of
the government in serving the needs of the
citizens even in these trying times. Asking
questions and holding the government accountable are the stuff democracy is made
of.Similarly,the worldorder shouldbequestioned about its role in tackling the pandemic. Nations must also prepare themselves as the world enters unchartered

territory. This is the time to think nationally
and prepare to face the process of global
transformation as it inevitably begins. Those
who think of these issues first will take the
lead, others will follow. India has to decide
where it wants to stand.
Everything is halted as of now, including
lives, economy and hope. Most of us are desperateanddependentonthephysician,dietician, statistician, economist and healer for
thetimebeing—thefactremainsthateverything is in a quandary. We have no expertise
to quantify the large-scale losses caused by
thegloballockdown,andfigureoutthenumbersneededtodealwiththemiseriesknocking at every door. Nature has scripted a new
chapter for the world to adopt new ways to
work or perish.
While the post-truth era is not over, it is
prudent to recall how it has produced leaders and beliefs that make a mockery of reason, science and statecraft. The challenge
posed by COVID-19 cannot be overcome by
their hollow claims and misjudged action.
Barring exceptions, the world has governments largely represented by people who
care littleor not at all aboutdemocratic principles, nationally or internationally. They are
driven by their own wild dreams and have
nopatiencewithdissenters.SeewhatishappeningtoactivistsandjournalistsinKashmir
and other parts of the country. So, evolving a
consensus is not going to be easy!
As the world is suffering unprecedented

EVERYBODY AGREES that we are living
through unprecedented times. The nature
and scale of the crisis which the COVID-19
pandemichasledtoisunparalleled.Insuch
a scenario, solutions are unlikely to come
frompastexperiencesorbestpractices.The
biggest source of strength now is the partnerships we have built over the years. The
situation at hand calls for stakeholders to
come together, work side by side and supporteachother.Thisispreciselywhatoneof
theEmpoweredGroupscreatedbythegovernmentforcomprehensiveactionandintegratedresponsetocontainthepandemichas
been doing since it was formed.
The mandate of the group is to coordinate with three key stakeholders — NGOs,
the private sector, and international development organisations — and help them in
charting the best course of action. The fight
againstCOVID-19neededasmanyhandsas
were available. The job was too big for the
government to handle alone. The strategy
wastoleverageverticalandhorizontalpartnerships: Vertical partnerships, which the
stakeholders have built within their organisationsandhorizontalpartnerships,which
the government has institutionalised with
stakeholders. The group itself is a partnershipasitsmembersarefromeightdifferent
government ministries/organisations.
TheNGOs,giventheirdeepconnectwith
spatial and sectoral issues, were a natural
partner in this endeavour. There is nobody
better placed than the NGOs to understand
the pulse at the grassroots and engage
closely with communities. Around 92,000
organisations were urged to partner with
district administrations and contribute to
the response efforts. Chief Secretaries of all
stateswererequestedtoengageNGOsinrelief andresponseeffortsanddesignatestate
anddistrictnodalofficerstocoordinatewith
them. The approach was to leverage the
strengthandreachofthelocalNGOsinidentifyingpriorityareasforactionandavoidduplicity of efforts.
The response from NGOs was heartwarming.Theyhavebeenactivelysettingup
community kitchens, creating awareness
about prevention, and physical distancing,
providing shelter to the homeless, the daily
wage workers, supporting government efforts in setting up health camps and in
deputing volunteers to deliver services to
the elderly, persons with disabilities, children, and others. An outstanding contribution of NGOs was in developing communication strategies in different vernaculars
whichwentalongwayintakingawareness
measures to the community level. Akshaya
Patra, Rama Krishna Mission, Tata Trusts,
PiramalFoundation,BillandMelindaGates
Foundation, Action Aid, International Red
CrossSociety,Prayas,Help-ageIndia,SEWA,
Sulabh International, Charities Aid
Foundationof India,GaudiaMath,Bachpan
Bachao Andolan, the Salvation Army, and
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India are
some partners who have embodied the
whole-of-societyapproachinCOVID-19response management.
Thecrisishasbroughtoutthebestinthe
start-up space. Many of them have risen to
the occasion and accelerated the development of low cost, scalable, and quick solutions.Theresultshavebeenpromising.AgVa

accelerated the development of ventilators
which are low-cost, mobile, low on power
consumption and require minimal training
foroperators.Biodesignhasdevelopedarobotic product called ResperAid, which enablesmechaniseduseofmanualventilators.
Kaaenaat has developed highly portable
ventilators which can be used to serve two
patients simultaneously and has a built-in
battery, oxygen concentrator, and steriliser
cabinet. The products of a few non-ventilator start-ups too came to the aid of the
COVID-19 fighting machinery. The AI-enabledanalysisof chestX-Raysdevelopedby
Qure.ai enables large-scale screening to
identify potential cases. GIS and geo-fencingtechnologiesbyDronamapsenabledinformationclusterstrategiesforhotspots.AIpowered online doctor consultation and
telemedicine platform by Mfine connects
diagnostics labs and pharmacies with doctors and patients. The AI-enabled thermal
imaging camera developed by Staqu facilitatedlarge-scalescreeningatlowcost.These
developments strengthen the argument
that low-cost and scalable solutions designed and developed domestically must
drive our country’s transformation.
Themannerinwhichstakeholdershave
responded to the pandemic reinforces the
powerofpartnerships.Infact,theyhaveoperatedthroughpartnerships.TheNGOleaderships created momentum throughout
their networks and delivered the much
needed response. They also brought to the
attention of the group the problems from
thegrassroots.Multipleagenciesof internationaldevelopmentorganisationsdesigned
and executed joint response initiatives,
leveraging their presence across the country.Thecoalitionswhichindustryorganisations such as CII, FICCI, and NASSCOM have
built over the years brought people and resources together, identified problems at
multiplelevels,channelisedideasandsolutions and facilitated innovations. The role
playedbythegovernmenthasbeenfacilitativeinnature,whichwasbasedontheinstitutional and informal partnerships built
with the three groups of stakeholders over
the years.
Where do we stand today? Until three
months ago, not a single N95 mask or personalprotectiveequipment(PPE)wasmanufactured in India. Today, we have 104 domestic firms making PPEs and four
manufacturing N95 masks. Over 2.6 lakh
PPEs and two lakh N95 masks are being
manufacturedinIndia,daily.Domesticmanufacturing of ventilators has strengthened
manifold — orders for more than 59,000
unitshavebeenplacedwithninemanufacturers.Whilethisshowstheadaptivenessof
Indian industry, the shift to domestic production must happen on a larger scale for a
wider set of sectors in the long run, as envisioned by Make in India.
Civilsociety,andvoluntaryandnon-governmentorganisationsconstitutethebackbone of the collective articulation of citizen
interest in a democracy. As facilitators, mediators,andadvocatorsof thisinterest,they
haveputpeoplebeforeeverythingelseduringthiscrisis.Theirresourcelimitationsdid
not slowthemdowninreachingto thosein
vulnerablesituations.Thesupportprovided
byNGOstogovernmentinitiativeshasbeen
timely and invaluable, and their commitment unshaken. They also have worked
hand-in-hand with the private sector. We
are certain that the vertical and horizontal
partnerships built over the decades and
strengthened during the joint fight against
this pandemic will deliver greater results in
times to come.
Kant is CEO, NITI Aayog. Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
losses, the burden of “absurd government
culture” has to get offloaded. On the verge of
collapse,humanitynowneedstoreclaimthe
not-so-old world wisdom that prominently
relied on scientific temperament and judicious statecraft.
There are four or five areas we must concentrate on in the post-COVID world.
Internationalism will have to be brought
back to the centre stage. Nations and leaders
cannot be allowed to act wilfully or ill-treat
global institutions. Simultaneously, global
institutions must repair and reform themselves. Many of them are vestiges of the
Second World War. They have lost their utility. Without reform they will die a natural
death causing incalculable harm to internationalism, multi-polarity and justice. So, restraining wilful leaders and reforming international institutions must be the first task.
Thepriorities mustbehealthcare,education,
environment, terms of trade, disarmament
including nuclear disarmament, the global
financial system and multi-polarity, which
mustincludereformof theUNsystem.What
we need is a new San Francisco conference,
a new Bretton Woods conference and many
more specialised conferences for reforming
WHO, UNICEF and other institutions.
On another front, the central banks have
tobegivenautonomytofunction,astheywill
be the major rescuing forces of the governments.Inrecenttimes,numerouscaseshave
come to notice where the autocratically mo-

tivated regimes have tried to dominate the
centralbanksandseverelycompromisetheir
autonomy. Central banks are storehouses of
expertise and knowledge. In the troubled
timesahead,theirroleisgoingtoexpandfurther beyond the usual regulatory and monetary functions. They may emerge as conscience-keepers to save the governments of
non-experts.
Regionalism must go hand in hand with
internationalism. Nearer home, there is an
opportunity to revive the near-defunct regional associations like SAARC, South Asian
Free Trade Area (SAFTA) and Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India and Nepal (BBIN) initiative.
Keeping the macro perspectives in view,
the new world should have unswerving
commitment to egalitarianism, secularism
and democratic principles. Late-stage capitalism is entering a phase where it needs rebooting through fair ideas and priorities. The
system has to be inclusive, progressive and
pro-people. Public healthcare, education,
R&D,livelihoodcreation,clean environment
shouldbeitsmajorconstituents.Nationsthat
imbibe these values nationally will naturally
be better placed to lead the world in creating the new order. The time to think about
all this is now.
Sinha is a former Union Minister of Finance
and External Affairs. Thakur is a Delhi-based
policy professional and columnist

FLYING SAFE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Taking
off’ (IE, May 22). The Narendra Modi
government’s sudden decision to allow
domestic flights reveals another paradox of the pandemic. When migrant
workers were allowed to travel, their
seating arrangements in trains and
buses ensured social distancing, and
they are being quarantined at arrival.
But despite the rising number of infectedcasesinmetros,whichhavebeen
designatedasredzones,airlinesareflying without social distancing as well as
no quarantine at arrival.
L R Murmu, Delhi

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Taking
off’ (IE, May 22). The government’s
restartingof domesticpassengerflights
is welcome. This resumption will go a
longway in liftingtheoveralleconomic
sentimentinthecountry.Alltheair-carriers along with airport staff and most
importantly, the passengers must adhere to social distancing norms.
Vandana Chopra, Chandigarh

ATTACK ON LABOUR
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Take the
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worker onboard’ (IE, May 22). The recent suspension of most labour laws by
the Uttar Pradesh government and
other state governments moving in the
samedirectionisasevereblowtoworkers.Thearticlerightlyassertsthatworkersandthosewhospeakforthemmust
be heard. More inhuman working conditions will force labour away from industry towards agriculture. This will
harm the economy and society.
Vasant Nalawade, Satara
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PANDEMIC

WATCH

Pushtoreopenhousesofworshipin
Europe;Germanyseesclusteratchurch

THE NEW YORK TIMES
BERLIN, MAY 24

Dominic Cummings,
special advisor for
British PM Boris
Johnson. Reuters
BRITAIN

Borisbacksaide
despitepressure
tofirehim
London: British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson
backed his senior adviser
Dominic Cummings on
Sunday, despite calls from
within his own ConservativePartyfortheaidetoresign for travelling 250
miles during the coronavirus lockdown. Cummings, who masterminded
the 2016 campaign to
leavetheEuropeanUnion,
came under pressure
when newspapers reported he had travelled
fromLondontoDurhamin
late March, when Britain
was under a strict lockdown.
REUTERS

NORTH KOREA

Kimholdsmeet
onbolstering
nuclearforces
Seoul: North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un
hosted a meeting to discussthecountry'snuclear
capabilities, state media
said on Sunday, marking
his first appearance in
three weeks after a previous absence sparked
global speculation about
his health. The meeting
discussed "increasing the
nuclearwardeterrenceof
the country and putting
thestrategicarmedforces
onahighalertoperation,"
KCNA said.
REUTERS

AFGHANISTAN

Govt,Taliban
declare3-day
ceasefireforEid

Islamabad:TheTalibanand
Afghanistan's president
announcedlateSaturdaya
three-day ceasefire ahead
of a major Islamic holiday
that begins Sunday to
mark the end of the
Islamic fasting month of
Ramzan.TheTalibanorder
was soon followed by an
announcementviaTwitter
from Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani announcing
the government “extends
the offer of peace”.
AP

The World

AS NATIONS weigh the calculus
of reopening parts of society after locking down because of the
coronavirus, Germany has
plunged ahead after bringing its
outbreak under control, reopening houses of worship and allowing the faithful to gather
again in larger numbers.
That decision has had pivotal
consequences, with a new clusters of cases emerging as 40
churchgoers tested positive after a May 10 service at a Baptist
church, the German health authorities said on Friday. Six
parishioners were hospitalized,
according to Wladimir Pritzkau,
a parish leader.
"We followed all the rules,"
Mr. Pritzkau told the DPA news
agency, adding that the church
did not know how many people
attended the service two weeks
ago.
Thestate of Hesse, where the
infections occurred, has been allowing church services under
specialguidelines,includingasking worshipers to keep five feet
apart and requiring churches to
have disinfectant readily available. Now, the church has since
moved its weekend services,
which are held in German and
Russian, back online.
The new cluster illustrated
the perils of trying to restore
some semblance of normalcy
amid the relentless persistence
of the virus. Germany reported
431 new coronavirus cases on

People attend a mass at Saint-Francois-Xavier church, Paris on Sunday. Reuters
Saturday, bringing the country's
tollto178,281,with8,247deaths.
In the United States,
President Donald Trump has
pressed state officials to allow
church gatherings, declaring religious institutions essential. In
Jerusalem, the Holy Sepulchre
church reopened after a twomonth lockdown. In the West
Bank, protesters on Sunday demanded that mosques be reopened for Eid al-Fitr, the festival that marks the conclusion of
the Ramadan fasting month.
And in France, the faithful
took the first tentative steps to
worshiping in groups again this

weekend after a lockdown,
while observing social distancing and wearing masks. Some
small churches reopened
Saturday; the first Mass was on
Sunday.
The move followed a legal
challenge to the French government's ban on public worship
that was not set to be lifted until
the end of May.
Last Monday, the Council of
State, France's highest administrativecourt,orderedthegovernment to reopen churches,
mosquesandsynagogueswithin
eightdays,sayingthatworshipis
a fundamental freedom that

could be reconciled with appropriatemeasurestoprotecthealth.
The decree lifting the ban
with immediate effect was issued late on Friday and caught
most of France's religious leaders off guard.
"It was a nice surprise," said
the Reverend Antoine De
Folleville,theparishpriest,noting
thatithadcoincidedwiththecelebration of the Ascension of the
Lord. "It's a great joy to finally be
reunited with our parishioners."
“HowshouldCommunionbe
given?” a woman asked Father
De Folleville. “With pliers?:
“No, we'll wash our hands

with alcoholic gel right before
taking up the host,” said the
priest.
In Spain, houses of worship
have progressively reopened
since the start of this month,
with a limit of one-third or half
thefulloccupancydependingon
the provinces, under a government plan to ease the lockdown
restrictions at a faster pace in areasthataredeemedtohavecontained the coronavirus threat.
To help reduce the risk of
contagion, the Roman Catholic
Church in Spain also put in place
itsownsafetymeasuresandrecommendations, including holding more Sunday Mass services
to avoid having too many of the
faithful gathered at the same
time, as well as avoiding choir
singing because of the problem
of maintaining safe social distances between choir members.
But in the West Bank, thousands of Palestinians crowded
into streets early on Sunday in
spite of coronavirus restrictions,
including many who demanded
that the Palestinian authorities
reopen mosques.
“The people want holiday
prayers,”demonstratorschanted
in front of the Palestinian
Authority's headquarters in the
West Bank city of Hebron.
The authorities in Hebron ultimately gave in to the demands
and decided to open up large
mosques, school grounds and
soccer fields for Eid al-Fitr
prayers. “There was immense
pressure,” said Khaled Dodeen,
the Palestinian Authority's
deputy governor of Hebron.

The New York
Times dedicates
front page to
victims of virus
ASSOCIATED PRESS
NEW YORK, MAY 24

THENEWYorkTimeshasdevoted
Sunday's entire front page to a
long list of names of people who
have died in the coronavirus
pandemic.
The names and descriptions
culled from obituaries fill six
columns under the headline ‘U.S.
Deaths Near 100,000, an
IncalculableLoss’,withasubheadline reading: ‘They Were Not
Simply Names on a List. They
Were Us’.
The all-text list takes the
place of the usual articles, photographs and graphics in an effort to convey the vastness and
variety of lives lost, according to
Simone Landon, assistant editor
of the graphics desk.
According to a tally kept by
Johns Hopkins University, more
than 96,000 people have died of
Covid-19 in the United States.
TomBodkin,chief creativeofficer of The Times, said he did not
rememberanyfrontpageswithoutimagesduringhis40yearsat
the newspaper.

China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi broadcast remotely during
a press conference in Beijing on Sunday. AP

China targets US:
Plotted too many
conspiracies
YEW LUN TIAN
BEIJING, MAY 24

THE UNITED States should stop
wasting time in its fight against
the coronavirus and work with
China to combat it, rather than
spreading lies and attacking the
country, the Chinese government’s top diplomat Wang Yi
said on Sunday.
State Councillor Wang,
speakingathisannualnewsconference on the sidelines of
China’s parliament, expressed
his deep sympathies to the
United States for the pandemic,
where the death toll is expected
to surpass 100,000 in the coming days, the highest number of
any country.
“Regretfully, in addition to
theragingcoronavirus,apolitical
virus is also spreading in the
United States. This political virus
is using every opportunity to attack and smear China,” said
Wang, who is also China's foreign minister.
“Some politicians have ignored the most basic facts and
concocted too many lies about
Chinaandplottedtoomanyconspiracies,” he added.
“I want to say here: Don't
waste precious time any longer,
and don't ignore lives,” Wang
said. “What China and the
United States need to do the

most is to first learn from each
otherandsharetheirexperience
in fighting against the epidemic,
and help each country fight it.”
China remains prepared to
work with the United States in
thespiritof cooperationandmutual respect, Wang said, when
asked if Sino-US relationswould
further worsen.
“China has always advocated
that,astheworld'slargestdeveloping country and the largest
developed country, both of us
bear a major responsibility for
world peace and development,"
he said. “China and the United
States stand to gain from cooperation,andlosefromconfrontation.”
Last month, Missouri became the first US state to sue the
Chinese government over its
handlingof thecoronavirus,saying China’s response to the outbreak that originated in the city
of Wuhan brought devastating
economic losses to the state.
Wang said such lawsuits
lackedanylegalbasis.“TheChina
of todayisnottheChinaof acentury ago, and nor is the world,”
headded.“If youwanttoinfringe
upon China’s sovereignty and
dignity with indiscriminate litigation, and extort the fruits of
the hard work of the Chinese
people, I am afraid this is a daydream and you’ll only humiliate
yourself.”
REUTERS

Pompeo: CPC’s nature
clear as result of virus

EID IN THE TIME OF CORONA
Staff at Istanbul’s Suleymaniye Mosque pray behind closed doors on Sunday. Turkey has imposed a four-day nationwide
lockdown for Eid al-Fitr, a move aimed at curbing the spread of the coronavirus. The country has recorded more than
150,000 Covid-19 cases, with over 4,000 casualties. Reuters

Washington: US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo said on
Sunday that the authoritarian
nature of China's ruling
Communist Party and its desire
to have hegemonic influence
around the world has become
clear as a result of the coronavirus pandemic.
President Donald Trump and
Pompeo have repeatedly said
they suspect the novel coronavirus that was first detected in
Wuhan was somehow released
from the laboratory.
“The nature of the Chinese
Communist Party now, I think,
has become clear as a result of
this coronavirus. Those of us
who have been watching this

had been talking about this risk
to the world. We know the nature of authoritarian regimes.
We know what happens when
there's not freedom, when journalistscan'tspeak,”Pompeotold
Sky News Australia.
“They knew there was this
risk. We saw them close down
Hubei province but leave open
flights to Milan and flights to
Tehran... flights to places like
New York City, I’m sure Australia
as well,” he said.
“That's not the nature of
what good governments do.
Whatgovernments who are tryingtoprotectanddefendandsecure do is they would alert the
world....,” he said.
PTI

OTHER TOP GLOBAL STORIES

Netanyahu becomes
first sitting Israeli
PM to go on trial
REUTERS

JERUSALEM, MAY 24
BENJAMIN NETANYAHU on
Sunday became the first serving
Israeli prime minister to go on
trial, proclaiming his innocence
in the corridor before walking
into court to face charges of
bribery,fraudandbreachof trust.
The trial came a week after
Israel's longest-serving leader
was sworn in to a record fifth
term, demonstrating his knack
for survivalbysecuring an unexpected power-sharing deal with
his main opponent after three
inconclusive elections in a year.
Hesaysthecasesagainsthimare
a left-wing plot to unseat him.
Netanyahu, 70, was indicted
in November in cases involving
giftsfrommillionairefriendsand
for allegedly seeking regulatory
favours for media tycoons in return for favourable coverage.
He appeared at Jerusalem

DistrictCourtflanked byaclutch
of cabinet ministers from his
right-wing Likud party.
The hearing lasted an hour.
The court excused Netanyahu
from appearing in person at the
next hearing, set for July 19.
Israeli analysts say the trial
could last months or even years.
Before
the
hearing,
Netanyahu appealed to public
opinion, addressing television
cameras in the courthouse hallway. "These investigations were
taintedandstitched-upfromthe
first moment," Netanyahu said.
“I am appearing here today, as
your prime minister, standing
tall and with head high,” he said.
In a statement, AttorneyGeneral Avichai Mandelblit said
prosecutors “will continue to
conduct themselves without
fear, even given the preposterous attempt — which should be
rejected out of hand — to ascribe
ulterior motives to law-enforcement authorities”.

Hong Kong protesters, resisting China’s
security legislation, clash with police
THE NEW YORK TIMES
HONG KONG, MAY 24

THOUSANDS OF protesters and
riot police officers swarmed
some of Hong Kong's busiest
neighborhoods on Sunday, cutting off traffic and freezing most
retail activity in the city's largest
street mobilization in months.
The confrontations, which
began around 1 pm, were scattered throughout the Causeway
Bay and Wan Chai neighborhoods, both lively commercial
hubs. Protesters had originally
planned to march between the
two neighborhoods in a show of
opposition to China's push to
tightenitscontroloverthesemiautonomous region with security legislation.
But when the police blocked
their route, deploying tear gas
and water cannons, protesters
splinteredintoclustersof dozens
or sometimes hundreds that
dispersed and reassembled repeatedly over the course of

Riot police detain a protester in Hong Kong on Sunday. AP/PTI
several hours.
Manyresidentsseethemove
by China's ruling Communist
Party to impose national security laws in Hong Kong as a major, perhaps irreparable, blow to
the city's relative autonomy. It

rekindled longstanding fears
thattheCommunistPartywould
use such sweeping legislation to
strangle the civil liberties — such
as freedom of assembly and
press — that distinguish the city
from the mainland.

“HongKongindependenceis
the only way out,” protesters
chanted as they poured onto a
busy thoroughfare in the
Causeway Bay shopping area.
They sang songs and hoisted
signsastheypressedforward,ignoring the warnings of dozens
of police officers in riot gear to
disperse.
The demonstration was the
biggestintheterritoryintheseveral months since the coronavirus epidemic and rules on social distancing have kept many
antigovernment protesters at
home.
Tam Tak-chi, an activist from
People’s Power, a pro-democracy group, held what he described as an open-air public
healthlectureatastreetstall,distributing masks and social-distancing advice while also criticizing the city's riot police
officers and Beijing's tightening
grip.
“With the national security
law, the people cannot be
healthy,” Mr. Tam said. “Stand

with Hong Kong. Fight for
freedom.”
The police moved quickly to
shut it down, and Mr. Tam was
seen being taken away.
As the crowd thickened,
trams sat immobilized on the
rails, with passengers poking
their phones out to film the
activity. One protester jammed
police cones under the tires of a
minibus to prevent it from
moving.
“I came out today to protest
against the evil law China will
imposeonHongKong,”saidBilly
Lai, a 34-year-old social worker.
“If everyone of us can do a little
bit more, I hope we can bring
changes to the society.”
In Beijing, China’s foreign
minister, Wang Yi, said that the
protests that roiled Hong Kong
for muchof lastyearhadposeda
grave threat to national security,
demonstratingthatsuch legislation was long overdue.
“We must get it done without the slightest delay,” he said
at a news briefing.

New Delhi

Germany likely
to end economic
aid programme
with Nepal
YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, MAY 24

THE GERMAN Ministry for
Economic Development and
Cooperation (BMZ) intends to
end bilateral cooperation with
Nepal as part of its BMZ 2030 reform process.
Underthisscheme,Nepalhas
been receiving 25 million euros
annually.Thecriteriausedtoterminate the programme have not
been made public, but it is believed that rampant corruption,
poor state of human rights and
transitionaljustice,restrictionson
media, and the concentration of
powerbytheKPOligovernment
are issues discussed by the BMZ
before arriving to the decision.
However, sources said
KathmanduislobbyingBerlinfor
a review of the decision at a time
whenthe“consolidationofdemocracy”isamajorchallengethatthe
government of Nepal is trying
hard to achieve, sources said.
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Market Watch
INVESTMENT VIA P-NOTES AT `57K CR

New Delhi: Investments through participatory notes (P-notes) in
the domestic capital market increased to Rs 57,100 crore, as of April
30 after falling to over 15-year low at the end of the preceding
month, data from Sebi showed. PTI

CREDIT OUTSTANDING TO INDUSTRY UP BY JUST `1.74L CR OVER LAST 4 YRS

Sluggishgrowthinbankcredittoindustry
sinceFY16,micro&smallsectorsworsthit

SANDEEPSINGH&
SUNNYVERMA

DECLINING CREDIT GROWTH TO INDUSTRY

THE GOVERNMENT’S push for
manufacturing and an Atmanirbhar Bharat comes amidst a
near collapse of the industry demand for bank credit since 2016,
when the Centre announced its
war on black money though demonetisation.Asperdatareleased
bytheReserveBankofIndia(RBI),
whilethebankcreditoutstanding
to the industry grew marginally
by 0.7 per cent to Rs 29.05 lakh
crore in the year ended March
2020, over the last four years,
creditoutstandingtotheindustry
has expanded by just Rs 1,74,451
crore,oratacompoundedannual
growth rate of 1.56 per cent.
In fact, credit demand by the
industry is significantly lower
whencomparedtotheothertwo
keysegments,servicessectorand
thepersonalloancategory,which
have witnessed a 4-year CAGR of
13.9percentand16.4percent,respectively. Even the gross bank
creditoutstandingthatgrewat6.8
per cent in FY20 witnessed a 4year CAGR of 8.64 per cent.
While the government last
weekannouncedacreditguaranteeschemeforbanklendingtothe
MSME sector and others, data
shows that micro and small industries have, over the last four
years, witnessed an even slower
credit expansion.
While large industries saw

BRIEFLY

Floorprice:
Telcosseeking
earlydecision
New Delhi: The Cellular
Operators’ Association of
India (COAI) has written to
the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India to move
forwardquicklyontheissue
offixingfloorpricefortariffs.

CreditGrowth
(4-yrCAGR)
Apr’16to Apr’12to
Mar ’20 Mar ’16
92,63,134 66,50,000 43,79,300 8.6
11.0

GrossBank
Credito/s
Industry
29,05,151
•Large
24,17,728
•Medium
1,05,598
•Micro&Small 3,81,835
Services
25,94,945
PersonalLoan 25,53,652
Others
12,09,386

27,30,700
22,44,400
1,14,800
3,71,500
15,41,100
13,92,200
9,86,000

19,40,800
15,72,300
1,31,500
2,37,000
10,18,800
7,90,000
6,29,700

1.6
1.9
-2.1
0.7
13.9
16.4
5.2

8.9
9.3
-3.3
11.9
10.9
15.2
11.9

theircreditexpandbyRs1.73lakh
crore,oratanannualgrowthrate
of1.9percentbetweenApril2016
andMarch2020,microandsmall
industriessawtheircreditexpand
by only Rs 10,335 crore, or at a 4yr CAGR of 0.69 per cent during
that period.
By comparison, in the previous4-yearperiodfromApril2012
to March 2016, while credit outstanding to the industry expandedbyRs7.9lakhcroreataCAGR
of 8.9 per cent, that to the micro
andsmallindustriesexpandedby
Rs 1.34 lakh crore or at an annual
growth rate of 11.9 per cent.
However,thegovernmentexpectscreditdisbursementtopick
up in coming months as sanctioned loans come up for disbursal.“LoansworthoverRs6.68lakh
crore were sanctioned by PSBs
duringMarch1-May19for59.79
lakhaccountsfromMSME,Retail,
Agriculture&Corporatesectors.A

steadyincreaseincreditavailability for each of these vital sectors,”
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had said on her official Twitter account last Friday.
“Public Sector Banks sanctioned over Rs 1.07 lakh crore as
emergencycreditlines&working
capital enhancements in the period March 20 to May 19, with Rs
25,527 crore of this amount already being availed by customers,” she had tweeted.
A senior Finance Ministry official said the Centre has been
monitoring credit deployment
data almost on a daily basis and
expects a pick up soon. “The loan
sanctionsarethereinplace.Banks
are ready to lend. Industries and
borrowers were awaiting the
lockdown to be lifted to take disbursement.Creditwillpickupgoing forward as lockdown eases
gradually and banks cater to the
pent up credit demand,” the offi-

Green certificate sales down
35% to 2.37 lakh in April
Sales of renewable energy certificates (RECs) tumbled over
35 per cent to 2.37 lakh units in April compared to 3.68 lakh
in the same month a year ago, according to official data

ITCtoacquire
spicesmaker
SunriseFoods
New Delhi: ITC Ltd Sunday
said it will fully acquire
spicesmanufacturerSunrise
FoodsPrivateLtd.WhileITC
did not disclose the value of
thedeal,sourcessaiditisvaluedaroundRs1,800croreto
Rs 2,000 crore. PTI

cial said.
MSMEs are also expected to
avail the credit facility as banks
will be more than willing to lend
loansthatarenowbackedby100
percentgovernmentcreditguaranteeagainstloanlosses,theofficial said, adding that this would
boost credit deployment by Rs 3
lakh crore.
The decline in demand for
credit by the industry, however,
coincides with the decline in the
demand in the economy and
falling capacity utilisations. The
RBI’sOrderBooks,Inventoriesand
Capacity Utilisation Survey (OBICUS) for the October-December
2019 quarter shows that the capacity utilisation declined to at
least 12-year low of 68.6 in the
quarter ended December 2019.
Expertssaythatthecreditdemand for the industry is set to go
down further, following the collapse of demand amidst lock-

1.88 LAKH:

down and banks set to practice
morecautionasconcernsriseover
spike in non-performing assets.
This is not the first time the
Centre has pushed MSME loans.
Over the last five years, the government has announced various
schemes to provide credit to
MSMEs.
WhileinApril2015,thePrime
Minister announced Pradhan
Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY)
to provide MUDRA loans of upto
Rs 10 lakh, to income generating
micro enterprises engaged in
manufacturing,tradingandservices sectors, in November 2018,
theCentrelauncheda59-minute
onlineloanschemetoboostfund
flow to micro, small & medium
enterprises (MSMEs). Within the
scheme, small firms could get inprinciple approval for loans of up
to Rs 1 crore in 59 minutes. The
limit for the loan was later increased to Rs 5 crore.

0.49 LAKH:

NUMBEROFRECs TRADEDON
THEINDIANENERGY
EXCHANGE(IEX)INAPRIL,
COMPAREDTO2.24LAKHIN
THESAMEMONTHLAST YEAR

NUMBER OF RECs TRADED
ON THE POWER EXCHANGE
OF INDIA (PXIL) LAST MONTH,
AS AGAINST 1.44 LAKH IN
APRIL 2019

Highsupply:Bothnon-solar
andsolarRECswitnessed
supplyatthetwopower
exchangesinApril,withsell
bidsexceedingbuybids:

Overall bids:

Bids received at IEX:

WhatareRECs: RECs are a type

■ >2.1 lakh: RECs with buy

bids
■ >4.54 lakh: RECs with sell
bids
Bids received at PXIL:

■ >0.49 lakh: RECs with buy

Mumbai:BankofMaharashtra (BoM) on Sunday said it
has sanctioned loans of Rs
2,789 crore to MSME, SHG,
agri and retail borrowers.

New Delhi: Amid concerns
over changes in labour laws
invariousstates,NITIAayog
Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar
on Sunday said reforms do
not mean complete abolition of labour laws.

THEDEMONETISATIONdriveinNovember2016dealtastrong
blowtothecountry’smicroandsmallenterprises.ThiswasexacerbatedbytheIL&FSfiascoin2018,whichledtoacrisisinthe
NBFC sector, further impacting credit flow to the industry.
Thisyear,however,thecoronavirus-inducedlockdownand
an overall slowdown have added to the industry’s woes.

Source: RBI

BoM:Loans
worth`2.8Kcr
sanctioned

‘Reformsdon’t
meanabolition
oflabourlaws’

Note ban, NBFC
crisis added to
woes of industry

CreditOutstanding
ofSCBs(Rscrore)
Mar’20
Mar’16
Mar’12

NEWDELHI,MAY24

bids
■ >1.16 lakh: RECs with sell
bids

■ >2.59 lakh: RECs with buy

bids
■ >6.7 lakh: RECs with sell
bids

of market-based instrument to
promote renewable sources of
energy and development of
market in electricity. One REC is
created when one megawatt
hour of electricity is generated
from an eligible renewable
energy source
Source: IEX/PXIL/PTI

FPI flow to equity turns positive;
debt outflows of `19.8K cr in May
AMIDVOLATILE
STOCKMOVEMENT

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,MAY24

AFTERPULLINGoutmorethanRs
68,000 crore in March and April,
FPIs have infused over Rs 9,000
crore into the Indian equity market in May so far, amid volatile
stock movement and a mega
block deal involving Hindustan
Unilever. However, debt markets
havewitnessedFPIoutflowsofRs
19,892 crore in May so far, taking
thetotalFPIoutflowsfromdebtto
Rs 1,02,371 crore in the JanuaryMay period.
TheinflowofRs9,089crorein
May comes following a net withdrawal of Rs 6,883 crore in April
and Rs 61,973 crore in March, on
fears of a coronavirus-induced
globalrecession.Priortothat,foreignportfolioinvestors(FPIs)had
put in over Rs 1,820 crore in
February and Rs 12,123 crore in
January.
Foreign investors have pulled
out a combined Rs 1,32,410 crore
from equity and debt since
January this year. FPIs, who took
out Rs 45,825 crore from equity
market in the January-May period, will keep a close watch on
how India manages to keep
COVID-19casesundercheckwith

■Afterpullingoutmore
than`68,000crorein
MarchandApril,FPIs
haveinfusedover`9,000
croreintotheIndian
equitymarket inMayso
far,amidvolatilestock
movement
■Theinflowof `9,089
croreinMaycomes
followinganet
withdrawalof `6,883
croreinApriland
`61,973croreinMarch,
onfearsof a
coronavirus-induced
globalrecession
relaxationsinlockdowncurbsand
how quickly it revives growth.
“Theequitymarketmayexperience a deterioration in investor
sentiment,giventhealreadyhigh
expectations,andflowsfromforeign portfolio investors and domesticinvestorsarelikelytoabate
in the near term because of the
prospectsofreducedincomelevels and corporate profits,” Credit

Suisse said in a report.
“Wecontinuetomaintainour
defensive stance on Indian equities with a preference for sectors
linkedtoagriculture,telecoms,informationtechnology,andcertain
consumerandutilitystocksfrom
a 3-6 month perspective,” it said.
“Whilethenear-termoutlook
for financials is still weak, we believeanyfurthersharpcorrection
or panic selling in quality financialscouldofferagoodbuyingopportuntyfroma2-3yearperspective,” Credit Suisse said. FPI flows
are less likely to come to India
giventhedwindlinggrowthenvironment, it added.
According to a CARE Ratings
report, FPI outflows to some extenthavehadabearingontherupee-dollarexchangerate.“Phasewise analysis shows that the
outflows in case of FPIs were severe prior to the announcement
ofthelockdownvis-à-vispostannouncement.Monetarystimulus,
fiscal relief measures and conditional relaxations in the second
phase of the lockdown for resumption of economic activities
tosomeextenteasedtoanextent
thenegativesentimentsofforeign
investors during phase 1 and
phase 2 of the nation-wide lockdown,” it said.

Irdai to extend renewal dates of
health, motor third-party policies
ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, MAY 24

INSURANCE REGULATOR Irdai
is planning to extend the date
for renewals of health and motor third-party policies (TP) till
the first week of June, in the
wake of extension of the coronavirus-induced lockdown till
May 31.
The further extension of
date by the Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (Irdai) will facilitate the payment of the motor TP insurance premium and
health insurance premium dues
falling during the period of ongoing lockdown from March 25
to May 31 to be paid in the first
week of June.
The announcement by Irdai,
which will made soon, will be
the third extension provided by
the government and the regulator for payment of renewal
premiums for health and motor
TP covers that could not be paid
during the ongoing lockdown,
that has been extended for the
fourth time on May 17.
Irdai’s forthcoming decision

TheannouncementbyIrdai,whichwillmadesoon,
will bethethirdextension providedbythe
governmentandtheregulatorforpaymentof
renewalpremiumsforhealthandmotorTPcovers
thatcouldnotbepaidduringtheongoinglockdown
will also include its stand on the
continuation of cover, Standard
Fire and Special Perils Policy
(commonly known as property
policy) by the general insurers
to the “unoccupied properties”
for more than one month.
According to the General
Insurance (GI) Council, a
Property Policy specifies that “if
the building insured or containing the insured property becomes unoccupied and so remains for a period of more than
30 days (not applicable for
dwellings), the insurance ceases
to attach as regards the property affected unless the insured,
before the occurrence of any
loss or damage, obtains the
sanction of the insurer signified
by endorsement upon the policy by or on behalf of the company”.
Earlier, with the interven-

tion of Irdai, the GI Council —
the representative body domestic general insurers and reinsurers operating in India — had announced that general insurers
have agreed to continue their
existing property cover for even
the unoccupied ones till May 3,
and that Irdai had further asked
the general insurers to provide
proper guidance to the corporates on this matter after May 3.
But there had been no communications from Irdai or the GI
Council on such matters after
the national lockdown was further extended till May 17 or
May 31.
However, for life insurance
policy holders, the insurance
regulator has already allowed
extended grace period up to
May 31, 2020 for all policies
where premium was due in the
month of March 2020.

CII cautions cos not to ‘Could’ve set GDP growth goal around 6% had there been no COVID’
China says US law on audits and
violate Competition
regulations will harm both sides
Act amid COVID crisis
REUTERS

BEIJING, MAY 24

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MAY24

INDUSTRY BODY CII has recommendedthatcompaniescollaboratingwithcompetitors,inefforts
to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic,documenttheirworkand
avoidsharingcompetitivelysensitiveinformationtoavoidanyviolations of the Competition Act.
Ordinarily,companiesarenot
allowed to collaborate as concertedactionsbetweencompetitorsarepresumedtocauseanappreciable adverse effect on
competition.ButtheCompetition
Commission of India (CCI) had in

April published an advisory stating businesses could work togethertoimproveefficiencyindelivery of essential goods and
servicestoconsumersduringthe
pandemic. The CCI had however
noted at the time that businesses
should only coordinate efforts in
a manner that is “necessary and
proportionatetoaddressconcerns
arising from COVID-19.”
“Businessesarecautionednot
to take advantage of COVID-19 to
contravene any of the provisions
of the (Competition) Act,” the
Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII) said in its manual for corporate collaboration during the
COVID-19 oubreak.

CHINESE PRESIDENT Xi Jinping
said China’s annual economic
growthtargetcouldhavebeenset
around 6 per cent had the new
coronavirus epidemic not happened, according to state media
reportsonSaturday.TheChinese
government on Friday omitted a
gross domestic product (GDP)
growth target for 2020 in its
yearlyworkreportunveiledatthe
start of the annual meeting of
parliament, citing uncertainties
brought on by the epidemic.
“If the epidemic hadn’t happened, under general circumstances, the GDP growth target
would be set around 6 per cent,”
Xitoldaparliamentarygroupdiscussion on Friday, according to
state media.

OnFriday,ChinesePresident
XiJinpingsaidaglobal
recessionisa foregone
conclusion. File
That would have been in line
withthegoalofaround6percent
that sources told Reuters in early
December before the epidemic

Beijing: China’s securities
watchdog Sunday condemned a US law that could block
ChinesefirmsfromUSsecuritiesexchanges,sayingitpoliticised regulation and would
damage both nations. The US
Senate passed legislation last
weekthatcouldpreventsome
Chinese firms from listing
their shares on US exchanges
unless they follow standards
forUSauditsandregulations.
“Wearefirmlyopposedto
the act of politicizing the se-

struck.“If werigidlysetone(GDP
target), then the focus will be on
strong stimulus and to hit the
growth rate, which is not in line

curitiesregulation,asthecontent of some terms in the act
directly target China rather
thanconsideringprofessional
securities regulations,” the
China Securities Regulatory
Commission said Sunday.
The act will harm the interests of both countries, as it
notonlyhindersforeigncompanies from going public in
the US, but will also weakens
globalinvestors’confidencein
US capital markets, the
Commission said. REUTERS

with the purpose of our economic and social development,”
Xi said.
China has been reluctant to

flood its economy with easy
credit in recent years as a slowdown persisted, even before the
coronavirus outbreak, wary of
debt risks caused by massive
stimulus.
In its report, the government
announcedarangeoffiscalmeasures to bolster the economy,
equal to about 4.1 per cent of
China’sGDP,accordingtoReuters
calculations based on the fiscal
stimulus announced.
Initsworkreport,thegovernment said it would make fiscal
policy more proactive and be
moreflexiblewithmonetarypolicy,whilepayingattentiontojobs
andboostingconsumption.“After
the outbreak, some things were
notlefttous,”Xisaid.“Aglobalrecession is a foregone conclusion.
As to how much and how deeply
we will be affected, there is still a
lot of uncertainty,” he added.

INTERVIEW WITH ASIM DASGUPTA, ECONOMIST AND FORMER WEST BENGAL FINANCE MINISTER

‘We have to move away from market-based solution to giving a welfare role to the government’
WITH THE coronavirus-induced
lockdownscripplingglobaleconomy,formerWestBengalFinance
Minister and noted economist
ASIM DASGUPTA spoke to
SHAMIKCHAKRABARTYanddissected the Rs 20-lakh crore stimulus package thatPrime Minister
Narendra Modi has announced.
Edited excerpts:

Howdoyoulookatthe
measuresthathavebeen
announcedaspartof the
Governmentof India’s(GoI)Rs
20lakhcroreeconomic
stimuluspackage?
WhenthePrimeMinisterhad
announced the Rs 20 lakh crore
stimulus package, he mentioned
that the Union Finance Minister

wouldexplainaboutitsallocation.
Unfortunately, five press conferences later, there’s no substantial
concern about the livelihood
problemofthepoor.Theprimary
reference is to a loan-based solution. But a loan-based solution
can’tbethegovernmentsolution.
Sufferingindividualsinthesmallscalesector,if yougive themloan
instead of grant, it will not mean
much.
Also,inthedefencesector,the
government is asking for foreign
capitaltomovein,whichisincontradiction to the Prime Minister’s
Self-Reliant India assertion. I find
theGoI’sapproachinadequatefor
the bottom 80 per cent and also
for economic recovery. The approach doesn’t bring in money in

the hands of people to shore up
demand, the lack of which is a
problem now.

HastheGoIinjectedenough
liquidityintothemarket?
Inasituationwherethere’sinadequate demand, the need is to
increase the demand itself. It will
not lead to inflation but will help
recover the economy.
Howdoyoulookatthe
government’sRs3lakhcrore
collateralfreeloanschemefor
businessesforMSMEs?
Again, the government is taking a loan route. For anybody in
the small-scale business sector,
going to the bank and taking this
loan, transactions will naturally

ASIMDASGUPTA

Vietnam, Cuba, to an extent
China, and in our country Kerala:
themodeltheyarefollowingisessentially the Keynesian model of
givingthestateawelfarerole.And
the countries that are failing are
those where dependency is only
on the market. The United States
for example, where the failure is
very clear. So we have to move
awayfrommarket-basedsolution
togivingawelfareroletothegovernment.

preparing a layout for them, we
havetorevisitthewholething.We
need to look around the world;
whicharethecountrieshandling
thiscoronavirusissue,andtherelated economic recovery, well.

Doyouthinkthemigrant
workercrisiscouldhavebeen
handledbetter?
Thisisoneofthesaddestspectacles we have seen after
Independence. What was required first of all was to allow

“This isone of the
saddest spectacleswe
have seen after
Independence. What
was required first of all
was to allow (migrant
workers) to move freely
to their respective
destinations”

takealongertimethanwhatisrequirednow.There’surgencyhere
and it’s very important that the
problem should be solved
through grant.
As for interlocking MSMEs or

them (migrant workers) tomove
freely to their respective destinations.Becausethereisunemployment all around, they naturally
want to go back to their own villages.
Right at the beginning of the
lockdown,railwayservicesshould
have been provided to them free
ofcostandthenitwastheresponsibility of the state governments
totakethemfromrailwaystations
to their villages and arrange the
requiredmedicalprogrammeand
facilitiesforthem.Sofar,Isawonly
tangential approach.
Howdoyoulookatthe
reformsannouncedforthe
farmsectorandalsothe
proposed‘OneNation,One

New Delhi

rationCard’system?There’sa
schoolof thoughtthatthe
reformshadbeenlong
overdue.
What are the reforms the
Finance Minister is talking about
in the agricultural sector? She is
talking about the Agricultural
Produce Marketing Committee
(APMC) Act. She is talking about
amending
the
Essential
Commodities Act. The Act says
that hoarding is illegal for essential commodities. If you remove
that, what kind of reform is that?
Itwillonlyencouragethemonopolistic elements within a legal
framework. Monopoly is not reform.Movingtowardsmorecompetition is a reform. She is doing
exactly the opposite.
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(Saliva ban) is only an interim measure and as
long as we have, hopefully, control over COVID19 in a few months or a year's time, then I think
things will go back to as normal as it can be.”
ANIL KUMBLE, ICC CRICKET COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

Goodwill hunting

At ICC meeting likely to announce election dates, BCCI hopes to build consensus on its leadership role

Don’t postpone T20
World Cup: Misbah

SHAMIK CHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA, MAY 24

THE BCCI will try to build consensus for the
next ICC chair, as the incumbent, Shashank
Manohar, vacates the post in July. Manohar
has already confirmed that he will not seek
a third term and if everything goes to plan,
then an election will not be required to pick
his successor, this paper understands.
Some ICC Full Members, it is learnt, want
the Indian board to take the leadership role
for global cricket, with the game reeling under the Covid-induced economic
downturn.
On Tuesday, the ICC Board will meet to
lay down the procedure for election. Two
days later, on May 28, the Board will meet
again and will likely announce the timeline for filing nominations. The May 28
meeting might also take a decision on the
future of the T20 World Cup, scheduled in
October-November in Australia. According
to sources, there’s a growing feeling within
the global body that a postponement will
favour everyone. Some important issues
are going to be discussed in the ICC in the
next few days.
As for consensus-building – a candidate
from India or someone nominated by the
Indian board – the BCCI is expected to start
the process after May 28. “We will take a
call in the best interests of world cricket.
Many people feel that the BCCI should take
the reins of the ICC and should play a larger
role in this time of crisis for world cricket to
revive. We will discuss amongst ourselves
and will take a decision. We will wait for
the ball to be rolled in,” a BCCI official told
The Indian Express.
A former cricketer of David Gower’s
stature has backed the current BCCI president Sourav Ganguly to take charge of the
ICC. Former Proteas captain and the current Cricket South Africa (CSA) director of
cricket Graeme Smith has dittoed.
However, it is learnt that the BCCI hasn’t
even thought about it yet. The Indian
board’s priority is to have someone at the
helm of the ICC through consensus, which
benefits everyone. Once the ICC issues the
election date, the Indian board will start
making its strategy.

Bournemouth player
tests positive for corona

Shashank Manohar, who vacates the post in July, has already confirmed that he
will not seek a third term. Express file
“When all the boards are struggling,
then everyone has to come together for the
best interests of world cricket. We need to
revive the game. So we have to find a common interest and collaborate with each
other,” the official said.
Given that the Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB), of late, is at odds with the BCCI – the
IPL ban on Pakistan players means that the
PCB doesn’t get any revenue from the tournament also – the consensus-building
process might have to overcome a major
hurdle. The BCCI official, though, begged
to differ.
“No, I don’t see any reason for Pakistan
also to pitch for an (unexpected) election.
Pakistan also understands that all the
cricket boards will have to come together at
this point in time. There’s no point in
going against each other’s interests,” he
said.

T20 World Cup future

The majority of the ICC Members, it is
learnt, want the ICC Board to take a call on
the T20 World Cup’s future during its May
28 meeting – “whether it’s happening or
not happening (this year)”. The members
want clarity so that they can plan accordingly.
Sources said, in case of a postponement,
February-March in 2021 or at the beginning of the Australian summer in 2022
could be the two alternates. Although the
Women’s Cricket World Cup is scheduled
in February-March in New Zealand next
year, a section of the Members is of the
view that a little bit of tweak and some adjustments to fit in the Men’s T20 World Cup
will benefit every cricket playing nation.
Stretching it to 2022 will pose logistical
problems, as the global body will have to
start everything from scratch.

Karachi:Theauthoritiesmustnotpostpone the T20 World Cup in haste since
theshowpieceeventisthebestproduct
to highlight cricket once activities resume,Pakistanheadcoachandchiefselector,Misbah-ul-Haqhassaid.Misbah
saidthoughlogisticsisahugechallenge
duetotheprevailingcircumstances,the
authoritiesmustdeliberateenoughbeforearrivingatadecision."Thelogistics
of hosting 16 teams is not easy but the
authoritiesshouldgiveittimeandwait
for a month or more before taking any
decision," Misbah said in an interview
to Youtube channel, Cricket Baaz.
"Everyone wants to see the T20 World
Cup. It would be the best product to
highlightcricketonceactivitiesresume
internationally," he said. Meanwhile,
former Australia captain Mark Taylor
saidthathedoesnotforeseetheWorld
Cup going ahead as per schedule and
wants the ICC to take a decision during
its Board meeting this week. "It would
probablybegood(if adecisionismade
this week). Because then everyone can
start planning and we can stop sitting
here and saying 'well ifs, buts or
maybes," Taylor, also a former Cricket
Australiadirector,wasquotedassaying
by'NineNetwork'.
PTI
As reported by this paper, the T20
World Cup postponement will open a window for the BCCI to organise this year’s IPL
in the autumn. And there’s a school of
thought that deferring the ICC event for a
few months and holding the IPL will serve
everybody’s interest.
Cricket boards that are issuing NOCs to
their players for the IPL get 10 per cent each
based on the total contract value of the
players from the respective boards. At the
same time, the ICC Members stand to gain
at least around $7-8 million each in terms
of revenue from the T20 World Cup. So as
an official pointed out, a postponement
looks like “best option for everyone”.

Bournemouth said the player would self-isolate for seven days.
A Bournemouth player was one of two people working for Premier League clubs who
tested positive for COVID-19 following a second batch of testing, the club said onSunday.
Bournemouth did not disclose the
player’s identity but said he would self isolate for seven days in line with league protocols before another test is conducted.
"AFC Bournemouth can confirm that one
of its players has tested positive for COVID19, following theclub'ssecondround of testing," Bournemouth said in a statement here
“Following strict adherence of the
Premier League’s return to training regulations, the club’s training ground remains a
safe working environment for players and

Former Pak opener Umar positive

Former Pakistan opener Taufeeq Umar has
tested positive for COVID-19 but said his
"symptoms are not at all severe". The 38year-old is the fourth cricketer to be infected
with the coronavirus after Majid Haq
(Scotland), Zafar Sarfraz (Pakistan) and Solo
Nqweni (South Africa). "I got myself tested
last night after feeling a little sick last night,
and the result came positive. My symptoms
are not at all severe," Umar told Geo News. "I
have isolated myself at home," added the
southpaw.Umarplayed44Testsand12ODIs,
scoring 2963 and 504 runs respectively for
Pakistan. PTI

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

CROSSWORD 4126

DOWN

1

Stock conveyance (6,5)

2

9

Hailed or shed drops of water
(7)

Kipling’s wolf emerging from
a lake (5)

3

Infants unbottled (4)

10

Flying heart specialist (5)

4

11

Inordinately vain man who
had a terrible reputation (4)

Last, though almost sure to
finish on top (6)

5

12

Go over new art and poetry
(8)

Hope for the lost and sick
(8)

6

14

Military area needs rest, C.O.
ordered (6)

Frolicked about showing
scarlet under garment (7)

7

16

Sorts things out by degrees
(6)

The seconds are important in
such a fight (7,4)

8

18

He may act well but he paints
badly (8)

Advisers are represented on
opposite sides (11)

13

19

A boom in shipping perhaps
(4)

He does his writing in bars
(8)

15

22

A revolutionary is said to
show signs (5)

Solve a mystery and become
brighter (5,2)

17

23

His true array is shaggy
naturally (7)

It induces pity in a way so
upsetting (6)

20

Sound fruit (5)

24

Groups that promote
diversionary activities (6,5)

21

Examination of the mouth?
(4)

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong
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DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4118

LTAIR

SUDOKU 4119

Givenbelowarefourjumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selectthelettersintheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Therearetwokindsofpeople,thosewho___whatthey___andsoon-RobertByrne(6,.,5)

DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappearineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns,in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
The overwhelming
trend of today’s stars
is pleasurable,
adventurous and
entertaining. You may therefore
turn your gaze away from life’s
little problems and find
activities which will bring fun
and lift your morale. You might
even enjoy new developments
at work.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
It really does look
time for a short trip,
or two. Someone is
waiting to hear
from you, so do get in touch
and don’t waste any more
time. Workwise there is much
to be said for taking an early
break, refreshing your energy
and recharging your overstretched batteries.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
To talk in terms of
figures, there is a
ten-percent chance
of a move of home,
but a ninety-percent chance of
some positive domestic
upheaval of equivalent
magnitude. In the meantime,
today’s stars have a distinctly
prosperous gloss, so keep
your eye open for
profitable possibilities.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Don’t dwell on
personal upsets, or
even on any
successes. Get
straight on and deal with all
those pressing personal issues,
whether you’re tackling
recalcitrant relations, or
reassuring a friend whose
confidence has taken a knock.
You’ll lay down the law, but
very gently.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Careful judgment is
required in all
financial matters,
but happily that
seems to be just exactly what
you’ll have. There is much to be
said for sharing your feelings
with anyone who will listen, by
the way, but you may have to
pick your words with care.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
The world definitely
seems to be going
your way — a very
fine indication that
you can now call the shots.
There does still seem to be a
great deal of resentment
around, but it would be a shame
if it spoiled the atmosphere. See
that everyone keeps smiling.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Commonsense a
plenty should be the
result of Mercury’s
helpful location in
your solar chart. Hopefully this
will help you avoid a number of
hidden personal pitfalls, and
enable you to give other people
the benefit of your advice. Will
they listen? I hope so.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Secrecy is the order
of the day. Just why
you must keep
something to
yourself is your business, but
other people will need a certain
amount of reassurance.
Monetary matters continue to
look prosperous as long as you
calculate the odds involved in
any risk.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Your planetary
positions remain
nine-tenths perfect.
That remaining one
tenth, though, does represent
the potential for a very silly
emotional confrontation which
could cost you dear. I advise
great caution now and over the
coming weeks. After all, you
don’t want to offend anyone
who has been good to you.

SolutionsCrossword4125Across:1Titian,4Estimate,9Leaves,10Blackout,12
Rush,13Raise,14Visa,17Typist’serror,20Drinkingsong,23Seth,24Afoot,25
Peri,28Esurient,29Novice,30Destroys,31Recess.Down:1Tolerate,2Transept,3
Abet,5Solesurvivor,6Inch,7Adonis,8Extras,11Passingfancy,15Usury,16Volga,
18Nosedive,19Ugliness,21Ostend,22Struts,26Pier,27Mode.

JUMBLED WORDS

NBA in talks with Disney

The National Basketball Association confirmed that they are in "exploratory" talks
with The Walt Disney Co. about a late-July
restart at one of their Florida resorts. League
spokesman Mike Bass confirmed earlier reports thatthe leagueis havingconversations
with Disney officials about restarting the
2019-20 seasonin Orlando,Florida. "Our priority continues to be the health and safety of
all involved, and we are working with public
health experts and government officials on a
comprehensive set of guidelines to ensure
that appropriate medical protocols and protections are in place," Bass said. AFP

DAY TODAY

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

ACROSS

backroom staff, who will continue to be
tested for COVID-19 twice per week.”
Since players returned to limited group
trainingonTuesday,eightpositivetestsforthe
virus have been confirmed at England’s topflightclubs.Sixindividuals,includingWatford
defenderAdrianMariappaandBurnleyassistant manager Ian Woan, were positive in the
first round of testing on May 17-18.
No matches have been played in the
PremierLeaguesinceMarch,butthegovernment has given the go-ahead for elite sport
to resume from June 1.
ThePremierLeague’s“ProjectRestart”envisagesareturntocompetitiveactioninJune,
although no date has been fixed. REUTERS

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
So much now seems
to be going on
behind the scenes
that you may
wonder what it’s all for.
If only you could get away for a
while, you would see that the
current situation is really
rather different from what
you imagine. Still, perhaps it’s
good for you to receive
a surprise.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
What other people
want to know is
whether you are
genuine about
pursuing a particular ambition,
or whether you will falter at the
last hurdle, as you so often have
done in the past. What they
don’t know is that Saturn,
planet of hard work, is giving
you the power to complete
almost any task.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
You are often too
sensitive by half, but
right now there
seems to be a great
deal to be gained from taking an
emotional risk and disregarding
the consequences. You have
been a doormat for too long.
Remember, if you are going to
make sacrifices, make sure
they’re worthwhile.

SOLUTION: TRIAL/TRAIL, ISSUE, COTTON, THRIFT
Answer:There are two kinds of people, those who finish what they start and so on
- Robert Byrne
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