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RBI PANEL MEETS 13 DAYS BEFORE SCHEDULE

Economy to contract,
says RBI, cuts repo,
extends moratorium

Normal rains,
monetary and
fiscal actions will
create conditions
for a revival

Atemporary
relieftobanks

GEORGE MATHEW

STRESSED BORROWERS
will get significant relief
with RBI extending the
loan moratorium facility,
but bankers expect a
spurt in Non-Performing
Assets down the road as
nearly six months of
non-payment of debt
would likely affect credit
culture. A slump in economic activity would
have an adverse impact
on incomes of people,
and impinge on their capacity to repay. Roughly
a third of the loan book
of banks is under moratorium. This may only
rise as stress builds up in
the system.

MUMBAI, MAY 22

` 1,000-CR RELIEF
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee conduct an aerial survey of areas affected by Cyclone Amphan in West
Bengal on Friday. Modi announced an advance assistance of Rs 1,000 crore for the state. ANI
REPORT,PAGE6

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, MAY 22

AS FRESH cases of the novel
coronavirus disease touched a
new high of 6,088, the government claimed on Friday that the
nationwide lockdown had
averted 14-29 lakh cases and
37,000-71,000 deaths, based on
modellingprojectionsbyvarious
independent agencies and individuals.
In the last 24 hours, 148
Covid-19 deaths have been reported across the country. The
total number of cases is now
1,18,447, and the disease has
killed 3,583 people so far.
Dr V K Paul, Member
(Health), NITI Aayog, said the
lockdowndecision“bythePrime
Minister was early and timely”,
and “the way the country effectively implemented it, is an international example”.
He said: “The gains of lockdown1and2(March25-April14
and April 15-May 3) are visible
now as these gains show after a
delay. India’s lockdown was part
and parcel of overall strategy

starting with travel restrictions,
social distancing and mobilising
people and state governments.
Wedecidedtoshutdowntostop
the chain of transmission to the
extent possible...
“Growthrateof newcasestill
April 3 was increasing at the rate
of 22.6%, behaviour of the virus
was exponential. After April 4
there is clear slowing of the
growth and then it settled at
5.5%.Thisshowsthatthecountry
stopped the progression of the
virus... Overall we averted between 14-29 lakh cases and
37,000-71,000 deaths.”
The lockdown has “made it
difficult for the virus to travel”,
Dr Paul said. However, he
stressed the need to stay cautious, as a measure like the lockdown could not “go on forever”.
Thedoubling timeof the epidemic is now 13.3 days against
the 3.5 days before the lockdown, and the outbreak has
been limited, he said.
“Wehavelimitedthevirusby
the efforts of the Union government, state governments and
people; 60 per cent of our cases

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Chinese troops focus
on 4 LAC locations, test
new areas in Ladakh
SUSHANT SINGH

NEW DELHI, MAY 22
ALTHOUGH INDIA and China
share a boundary that stretches
3,488 km from Ladakh to
Arunachal Pradesh, official data
show that 80 per cent of
Chinese transgressions across
the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
since 2015 have taken place in
four locations, three of them in
eastern Ladakh in the western
sector.
Along with Pangong Tso,
whereIndianandChinesetroops
cametoblowsearlierthismonth,
TrigHeightsandBurtsehavewit-
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nessed two-thirds of the total
transgressions across the LAC.
New areas of Chinese forays
into Indian territory have come
up in 2019 — the Doletango area
opposite Dumchele suddenly
saw 54 Chinese transgressions
in 2019, after having recorded
only three transgressions in the
past four years.
In the eastern sector, the
highest number of transgressions by the Chinese — 14.5 per
cent of the total – was recorded
in Dichu Area/Madan Ridge
Area.Transgressionsrecorded in
other areas in the eastern sector
were very low, including Naku
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LOCKDOWN
DAY

CASES:

59 1,18,447

RECOVERED: 48,533 | DEATHS: 3,583
TESTS:27,19,434 | DOUBLINGRATE:13.33**

Oppn seeks
cash transfer,
clear Covid
exit strategy
MANOJ C G

NEW DELHI, MAY 22

TOTAL
CASES

SURGEIN
24HRS

■ Maharashtra

41,642

2,345

6.09%

11.82

■ Gujarat

12,910

371

4.34%

16.61

■ Delhi

12,319

660

4.76%

15.12

■ Tamil Nadu

13,967

776

5.39%

13.37

■ Bihar

1,987

380

10.32%

6.98

■ West Bengal

3,197

94

4.32%

16.65

KEYSTATES
TOWATCH

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

CONCERN

BIHAR: More than
half of all infections
among incoming
migrants. Big jump
of 380 Thursday.

7-DAYAVG. DOUBLING
GROWTH* RATE**

** Calculated over 7-day growth

CAUTION

TAMIL NADU:
Koyambedu cluster
still adding cases.
2 straight days of
700+ cases.

A GLIMMER

GUJARAT: Still has
the country’s third
highest case load
but growth rate is
falling steadily.

Based on daily data by Centre, ICMR, state governments
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AT LEAST 57 KILLED
AS PLANE CRASHES
IN KARACHI

BY SUHAS PALSHIKAR
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PAGE 12

MEETING for the first time since
the imposition of a nationwide
lockdownonMarch25,leadersof
22 opposition parties — among
them chief ministers Mamata
Banerjee, Uddhav Thackeray and
HemantSoren— Fridayaskedthe
BJP-ledgovernmenttodesistfrom
indulgingin“showmanship”and
“one-upmanship”.
Thepartiesaskedthegovernmenttoannounce arevised economic stimulus package, articulate a clear exit strategy, and
restore Parliamentary functioning and oversight.
Many opposition leaders believe it was time to counter the
government’s claims politically
in a coordinated fashion.
Congress president Sonia
Gandhitoldthemeetingthatthe
Modi government has “abandoned any pretence” of being
democratic as all power was
now concentrated in the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) and the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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NEW DELHI, MAY 22
IN LINE with the disaster relief
cess introduced in Kerala last
year following the monsoon
floods of 2018, the central government is considering a
calamity cess on Goods and
Services Tax (GST) to tide over
the economic crisis triggered by
the coronavirus pandemic, The
Indian Express has learnt.
Sources said that a proposal
to raise additional revenue from
GST, excluding goods and services in the five per cent slab, is
with the Finance Ministry.
However,whencontactedby
The Indian Express, at least two

In Bihar district, 100 beds, 200 rooms
in place, need ventilator & ambulance

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

AVINASH NAIR

BIHAR
Patna Khagaria

SANTOSH SINGH

KHAGARIA (BIHAR), MAY 22
REFLECTINGTRENDS elsewhere
in the state because of the
migrant influx, Bihar’s Khagaria
district,170kmeastof Patna,has
seen a surge in the number of
Covid cases from 0 to 96 in just
14 days. But except for two
deaths — of a severely ill patient
from Delhi and a diabetic from
Mumbai — all are in the Level-I

state Finance Ministers — from
Kerala and Assam — said that
such a move would “not be a
good idea” as the industry is already facing a “huge crisis”. The
issue will be raised at the next
GST Council meeting, which is
expected to be held in a few
weeks, sources said.
Kerala is the only state to
have levied such a cess using the
Constitutionalprovision,Section
(4) (F) of Article 279 A, which
refersto“anyspecialrateorrates
for a specified period to raise additional resources during any
natural calamity or disaster”.
The GST (Compensation to
States)Act,2017alsoprovidesfor
the imposition of cess up to the

AHMEDABAD, MAY 22

AN EXPRESS SERIES

JHARKHAND
Migrants at a quarantine centre in Mansi, Khagaria. Express
stage of “pre-mild” or “mild”, requiring isolation or quarantine.
Yet,officialshavetheirfingers
crossed.
The Indian Express visited
Khagaria on the first stop of a
countrywideseriesthatwilltrack

hospital inventory in Covid-care
facilities far from urban areas.
And what it found in the districtwasthatintheprecioustime
the lockdown gave, the local administration cobbled up a basic
first line of defence: a swab col-

EXTENDING the moratorium on
term loan instalments will provide a much-needed relief to
companies stressed due to lockdown, but banks are likely to
take a hit since this is also
expected to significantly add to
their non-performing assets
(NPAs) from the second half of
2020-21.
According to data provided
by different banks, nearly 25-30
per cent of their outstanding
loans have come under moratorium so far with micro-finance
borrowersfacingextremestress,
followed by automobile finance,

Select OCIs
can now fly
home from
overseas
DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, MAY 22

AFTER ALLOWING “calibrated”
domestic air travel and evacuation of Indians stranded abroad,
the Centre Friday allowed
Overseas Citizens of India (OCI)
to fly to India from abroad. This
relaxation, however, is allowed
only for a certain category of OCI
cardholderswhichincludesstudents, minors, OCI spouses of
Indian nationals and those who
are travelling to meet family
emergencies.
A day before the lockdown
was announced March 24, all international
flights
were

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

3 employees of Cadila
Pharma die of Covid

TESTREPORTS
FROMTHEFIELD

HOSPITALINVENTORY

NEW DELHI, MUMBAI, MAY 22
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Calamity cess on GST:
plan on Govt table to
tide over Covid crisis
LIZ MATHEW

SUNNY VERMA
& GEORGE MATHEW

lection centre, a 100-bed
Level-II dedicated facility for
moderatecaseswithpneumonia
symptoms, and a Level-I care
centreof 200singleroomsintwo
buildings of a training institute.
But then, what Khagaria
doesn’t have is its big challenge:

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

GUJARAT-BASED pharma major
Cadila Pharmaceuticals Friday
said three of its employees have
died of Covid-19. They were
among 35 company employees
who tested positive earlier this
month.
Cadila Pharmaceuticals was
planning to reopen its manufacturing plant that was shut down
on May 7 after the positive cases
were discovered.
Company officials identified
thethreewhodiedasHimanshu
Kavathia, assistantgeneral manager in the production department, Ashok Patel, supervisor in
the packaging department, and

Umesh Chauhan, a contract
worker. They were in the age
group 40-58.
Officials said Himanshu and
Ashok, residents of Ahmedabad,
were undergoing treatment in
hospitals while Umesh, a resident of Bhat village in Dholka,
was being treated at home.
A spokesperson for Cadila
Pharmaceuticals said: “We are
saddened by the passing of our
employees. We have formed
teamswhoarealreadytalkingto
the families of those infected or
quarantined.”
On the status of the shut
pharmaceutical unit, the
spokesperson said: “We were
preparing ourselves for reopening. We had conducted multiple

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Girl cycles father 1,200 km to Bihar — and hope follows

VISHAL MENON

HCQ MAY HARM COVID
PATIENTS, SAYS NEW
STUDY INTHE LANCET

TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

UP

Lockdown has averted
14-29 lakh infections,
37-71,000 deaths: Govt

THE RESERVE BANK of India
(RBI) Friday offered the first official acceptance that GDP growth
will slip into negative territory
this year, blaming it on the collapse in demand due to a slide in
private consumption following
theCovid-19lockdown.Thecentral bank has, however, pointed
tothelikelihoodof somepick-up
in growth impulses beginning
the second half of 2020-21.
At an out-of-cycle meeting of
its six-member monetary policy
committee(MPC),13daysbefore
schedule, the panel cut the repo
rate—thekeypolicyrateatwhich
RBI lends short term money to
banks — by 40 basis points to its

Banks worried,
see ballooning
of bad loans
in second half
of 2020-21

A SECOND-hand cycle bought
with the Rs 2,000 that was left in
the house, and a bottle of water,
was all that 15-year-old Jyoti
KumariPaswanhadwhenshedecidedtotakeherailingfatherfrom
Sikandarpur in Haryana to
DarbhangainBihar.
Butnow,afortnightafterthey
set off on that “desperate” migrant journey on the national
highway when Jyoti pedalled
close to 1,200 km across eight
days with her father sitting behind, she has got unexpected

fame — and the promise of a
sporting career.
OnFriday,USPresidentDonald
Trump’s daughter Ivanka Trump
joinedsocialmediatosalutewhat
she called a “beautiful feat of endurance”. Cycling Federation of
India chairman Onkar Singh has
invitedJyotiforatrial.Andseveral
others are keen to offer financial
helptothegirlinthebrightsalwar
kameezwiththe pinkcycle-- the
frame that has gone viral on the
Internet.
It was on May 7 that Jyoti
helped her father Mohan, an
e-rickshaw driver who was nursing a fractured knee from a road
accident, on to the back of their

newlyacquiredcycle.Runningout
ofsavings,strugglingtoaffordtwo
meals, and with no train or bus
available,thedaughterdecidedto
taketheroad,“onanimpulse”.
“Weweredesperatetoreturn
toourvillage,butweneverknew
if we could make it. But my
daughter refused to give up. I
don’t know how she thought
about this. She has courage, and
I’m really proud of her,” Mohan
told The Indian Express from a
quarantine centre in Darbhanga
where he has been placed along
with his daughter.
“I was recuperating from the
knee injury and then came this
lockdown. Within two months,

Jyoti with
father Mohan
during their
8-day, 1200-km
journey from
Sikandarpur in
Haryana to
Darbhanga in
Bihar.
(Twitter)

mysavingswereover.Thankfully,
my wife, who is an anganwadi
workerinourvillage,andmyeld-

est daughter and son-in-law, had
already returned to the village in
February. For the last three

months, Jyoti and I were stuck in
our two-room rented apartment
inSikandarpur,”hesaid.
Theturningpoint,Mohansaid,
was when the landlord asked
them to vacate for failing to pay
rent. “Thankfully, Jyoti had
Rs 2,000 with her. With that, she
boughtasecond-handbicycleand
we decided to return to our village,”hesaid.
Looking back on that journey,
Mohan says they survived with
thehelpof“severalwell-wishers”
ontheroad.“Wewerelucky.Jyoti
pedalled for eight days, making
brief stops at Palwal, Agra and
Mathura. At some places, we
would get a proper meal, some-

New Delhi

times just biscuits, but we managed,”saidthefather.
The cycling federation chief,
meanwhile, is “extremely
impressed”. “It’snomeanfeatfor
a 15-year-old to pedal with her
father for eight days at a stretch
overmorethan1,200km.Itshows
herendurancelevels,”Singhsaid.
“Oncesheisoutofquarantine,
we will bring her to Delhi to conducttrials,wherewewillascertain
if she can be groomed into a seriouscyclist.Andthen,it’suptoher
if she wants to pursue a career in
cycling. We can even transfer her
toPatnaoranyothercentrethat’s
closertohervillage.Ultimately,she
hastomakethechoice.”
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CYCLONE AMPHAN’S
EFFECT IN MEGHALAYA

THE IMPACT OF RBI’S
DECISIONS

Heavy rainfall has left
Meghalaya’s capital
Shillong waterlogged

RBI has slashed the
repo rate and extended
loan moratorium

FROM PAGE ONE
Calamity cess

rate of 15 per cent ad valorem
(based on estimated value) on
“any other supplies”.
Kerala, for instance, started
levying1percentcessonGSTfor
twoyearsfromAugust1,2019,on
the value of goods and services
taxed at 12 per cent, 18 per cent
and 28 per cent.
When contacted, Himanta
BiswaSarma,whoistheFinance
Ministerof theBJP-ledNDAgovernment in Assam, said “the situation is not so appropriate for
any cess”.
“Theindustryisnotinamood
toabsorbanycessnow.Themood
is low, and there are already paycuts, retrenchments and so on,”
said Sarma, who is a member of
the GST Council.
The Minister, however,
pointedoutthataproposaltolevy
cesson“singoods”—alcoholand
tobaccoproducts—couldbeconsidered. “You can consider additional cess, may be in 6-7
months,” he said.
Sarmaalsosaidthatthe“situation is improving”, as the GST
collectioninhisstate“isgoingup
from 20 per cent during the full
lockdownto50percentnowand
isexpectedtogoupto80percent
next month”.
“There’s a loss of one quarter,
and to cover that we should
make use of other monetary instruments, such as borrowing,
increase in WMA (Ways and
MeansAdvances),overdraft,etc,
provided the central government pays the devolution
funds,” Sarma said. Last month,
the RBI announced a 60 per cent
increase in the WMA limit of
state governments.
Asked about the proposed
move, Kerala Finance Minister
ThomasIsaacsaid:“Thestatesare
not able to collect the GST, how
can there be an additional cess?”
According to Isaac, the only
way out is to lean on the fiscal
deficit and take back concessions given to the corporate sector. “The Centre should borrow
from the RBI to provide funds to
states,” he said.
Meanwhile,sourcesindicated
that the next GST Council meetingwouldbeconvenedonlyafter
the Centre has prepared a response to the states’ demand for
pending compensation.
Union Finance Minister
NirmalaSitharamanhadsaidearlier this week that GST compensation is due for all the states for
the four-month period from
December to March.

37-71,000 deaths

areinfivecities,70percentarein
10cities.Thisisaresultofthelockdown. Of the deaths, 80 per cent
are in five states (Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, West
Bengal, and Delhi), 95% are in 10
states (Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal,
Delhi, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
TamilNadu,AndhraPradesh,and
Karnataka).Itisanurbandisease.
Of these, 60% deaths are in five

cities (Mumbai, Ahmedabad,
Pune,Delhi,andKolkata),70%are
in 10 cities (Mumbai,
Ahmedabad,Pune,Delhi,Kolkata,
Indore,Thane,Jaipur,Chennaiand
Surat),” Dr Paul said.
DrPaulchairstheEmpowered
GroupconstitutedbytheMinistry
of Home Affairs on the medical
emergency management plan.
He is also member of the
Empowered Group on strategic
issues related to the lockdown,
which is headed by Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla.
Dr Paul is also co-chair —
along with Principal Scientific
Adviser to the PM, K
VijayRaghavan — of a task force
set up to coordinate among science agencies, scientists, industries,andregulatorybodies.Inan
interview to The Indian Express
lastmonth,hehadsaidthatJune
andJulywould“testthecountry’s
resolve” in fighting Covid-19.
On the way forward, Dr Paul
said: “Lockdown is a special
measure necessitated at some
stagewhenyoufightapandemic
without medicine and vaccine.
But it cannot go on for an unlimitedtime,livelihoodsareatstake...
we have to create a balance.
Lockdownwasforapurposeand
itwasachievedtoalargeextent.It
isveryimportanttocontinueina
manner which creates headwinds for the virus. We have to
continuewithhandwashing,social distancing etc.”
Quoting various modelling
projectionsdonebyindependent
agencies, Praveen Srivastava,
Secretary, Ministry of Statistics
andProgrammeImplementation,
said: “According to Boston
Consulting Group, using a scientific advanced model based on
changeinreproductionrate,cases
could have been 36 lakh-70 lakh
without lockdown. Livessavedis
about 1.2-2.1 lakh. Public Health
Foundation of India estimated
that 78,183 deaths have been
avoided.Twoindependenteconomists have estimated that we
have averted 23 lakh cases and
68,000deaths.Accordingtosome
retired scientists from National
Institute of Medical Statistics,
about 15.9 lakh cases and 51,000
deaths have been avoided. Our
MinistryworkedwiththeIndian
StatisticalInstituteandfoundthat
20 lakh cases, 54,000 deaths
were averted.”
The models, Srivastava said,
were based on publicly available
Covid-19 data.
Dr Paul apologised for a slide
presented earlier by the governmentthathadseemedtosuggest
that the number of cases in the
countrywouldbezerobyMay15.
“I never made that claim. I am
sorry if the slide created confusion,” he said. He added that the
lockdown had helped the countryrampuphealthinfrastructure
in a big way within two months.
Over 27 lakh tests have been
donesofar.“Thisisthefourthday
when we have done over 1 lakh
tests in one day, of which 85,542
were in government labs, 18,287
in private labs,” Dr R R
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Economy to contract,says RBI, cuts repo
lowest level in over 20 years, a
movethatisbeingseenasmore
of a signal rather than aimed at
actualoutcomes.Withthis,the
RBIhasslashedthereporateby
115 points since the lockdown
commenced March 25.
Analysts are, however,
guarded on its impact since
short-term rates have already
slipped below the policy rate
due to surplus liquidity, even
as the absence of demand for
credit and the lack of risk appetite among banks puts into
question the effectiveness of
the cut in stimulating growth.
Alongside the cut in its key
policy rates, the central bank
extended its moratorium on
loan repayments by another
three months to August 31 to
Gangakhedkar,headof epidemiology and infectious diseases at
ICMR, Delhi, said.

Bad loans

MSMEs, corporate and retail
loans. For large lenders like State
Bank of India, ICICI Bank, Kotak
Mahindra Bank and Axis Bank,
the percentage of loans under
moratoriumisunder30percent.
ForBandhanBank,itisashigh
as 71 per cent since it lends primarily to micro units. Borrowers
optingformoratoriumonprincipalandinterestpaymentsinclude
allmicro-creditcustomers,35per
cent of SME customers, and 59
per cent of NBFC-MFIs.
In the case of ICICI Bank, retail segments saw a higher proportion of customers opting for
moratorium. More rural, commercial vehicle and twowheeler customers too took the
moratorium.
For
Kotak
Mahindra, the moratorium in
the retail segment is much
higher (in value terms) than the
wholesale segment. The quantum of book under moratorium
has increased since April 2020.
Banks are unlikely to face
problems for the next three
monthsasregulatoryrelaxations
will provide them a breather till
September in recognising NPAs.
Post September, NPAs are expected to shoot up from the current level of around Rs 10 lakh
crore.TheRBIitself hassaidGDP
growth in 2020-21 is likely to be
in the “negative territory” with
the “macroeconomic impact of
the pandemic turning out to be
more severe than initially anticipated”, sources in the banking
industry said.
“It’slikekickingthecandown
the road,” a former banker said.
Apart from the genuine business stress faced by borrowers,
bankersarenotrulingoutadeterioration in credit culture going
ahead when monthly instalments and accumulated interest
chargesbecomedueforpayment.
“Post September, when the
book under moratorium comes
inforrepayments,thenwewould
get the real picture on NPAs. But
given that people have faced significant reduction in incomes,
NPAs would definitely rise. From
industry-wide gross NPA level of
around10-11percent,Iwouldexpectittoriseuptoasmuchas1516 per cent in the next couple of
years,” a senior banker said, asking not to be named.
Bankers have flagged this issueinmeetingswiththefinance
ministry and the Reserve Bank
of India.
Bankers led by SBI Chairman
Rajnish Kumar welcomed the
RBI move, saying “extension of
moratorium till August 31, enlargementof theLargeExposure
Framework and option to convert accumulated interest for
moratorium period into term
loan are welcome measures.”
The RBI on Friday permitted
banks and NBFCs to allow a further 3 month moratorium i.e

tackle the economic fallout
from the ongoing nationwide
lockdown to contain the
spread of Covid-19.
The six-member MPC
which met for three days in an
off-cyclemeeting—whichwas
otherwise scheduled for June
3-5 – opted for the rate cut in a
5:1 majority decision.
However, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said the economic growth in 2020-21 is
likelytobeinthe“negativeterritory”asthe“macroeconomic
impact of the pandemic is
turning out to be more severe
than initially anticipated”.
“Beyond the destruction of
economic and financial activity,livelihoodandhealthareseverelyaffected.Judgingthatthe
from June 1 to August 31, 2020
on the payment of instalments
in respect of term loans outstanding as on March 31, 2020.
Lenders have also been allowed
to convert the accumulated interest on working capital facilities over the deferment period
into a funded interest term loan
facility, which has to be repaid
by March 31, 2021.
Banks expect more people to
optformoratoriumfacilityassectors such as aviation, tourism,
hospitality, transportation and
start-upshaveseennotjustsalary
cutsbutalsolayoffs.MSMEshave
got some breather with the governmentdecidingtoprovide100
per cent guarantee on loans totaling Rs 3 lakh crore.
“(Moratoriumextension)isa
timelymovetohelpcustomersin
avoidingthedelinquencytagand
lenders to protect asset quality.
However this will adversely impact repayment culture and a
spike in delinquency is expected
after expiry of moratorium.
Lenderswillhavetokeepintouch
with all customers, particularly
those on moratorium, and suitably communicate with them to
begin repayment after expiry of
moratorium,” said Deo Shankar
Tripathi, MD and CEO, Aadhaar
Housing Finance.
“The decision to convert interest payment into a term loan
payable during the course of
FY21 essentially increases the
payback cycle,” said Aswini
Sahoo, Chief Investment Officer,
Asset Reconstruction Company
India (Arcil).

4 LAC locations

La in Sikkim which saw two
Chinese transgressions each in
2018and2019.Earlierthismonth,
Naku La too saw a clash between
Indian and Chinese soldiers.
The only location in the central sector to record significant
Chinese transgressions is
Barahoti in Uttarakhand which
recorded 21 transgressions in
2019 and 30 in 2018. Least disputed,itistheonlysectorwhere
both countries have shared
maps, presenting their respective perceptions of the LAC.
While Pangong Tso tops the
list, the other site of contention
in the Galwan river valley had
hardlywitnessedChinesetransgressions.
According to official data,
Pangong Tso, the 135-km long
lake, one-third of which is controlled by India, recorded 25 per
cent of the total number of
Chinesetransgressionsinthelast
five years across the LAC.
Trig Heights recorded 22 per
centwhileBurtse/DepsangBulge
accounted for 19 per cent of all
transgressions.
At Pangong Tso, Chinese
transgressions almost doubled
fromafive-yearlowof72in2018
to 142 in 2019. These transgressionsoccurredbothinthewaters
ofthelake,anditsnorthernbanks.
Therewere112transgressions
in 2017, the year the two armies

riskstogrowthareacute,while
the risks to inflation are likely
to be short-lived, the MPC believesthatitisessentialnowto
instill confidence and ease financialconditionsfurther,”Das
said while listing reasons for
the rate cut. A combination of
fiscal, monetary, and administrativeactions,alongsidetheindicationsof anormalmonsoon,
isexpectedtocreateconditions
foreconomicrevivalinthesecond half of FY21, he said.
While the 40 bps cut in the
repo rate will make funds
cheaper for banks, thus aiding
them to bring down lending
rates, even though the rate of
transmission of the cut in policy rates has been a concern.
Banks will also slash deposit
were locked in a tense 73-day
faceoff atDoklamontheSikkimBhutan border. It was 164 and 77
in 2015 and 2016, respectively.
IndiaandChinahavedifferent
perceptionsabouttheexactlocationoftheLACinthePangongTso
area, which results in high number of transgressions.
Incidentally,thesiteatGalwan
river, where tensions have escalated between the two armies,
saw only six Chinese transgressions during the same period.
Whiletherewasnotransgression
in 2019, four were recorded in
2017, and one each in 2018 and
2016.
Officials suggest that the
Galwan river area, a prominent
siteofactionduringthe1962war,
is a “settled portion” of the LAC,
wherebothsidesagreeonitslocation. So, the current situation in
theareais,therefore,asignificant
departurefromthenormsofprevious disputes on the LAC.
Construction of a new Indian
road in the Galwan area, well inside Indian territory, has elicited
strong objections from the
Chinese who have moved soldiers, heavy vehicles, and monitoring equipment in large numbers. Sources said 70-80 Chinese
tents have been pitched in the
area, matched by strong Indian
mobilisation on the ground.

In Bihar district

No ventilator or ICU in public facilities,onlytwoinprivatehospitals.Only37governmentdoctors
for 135 posts. One ambulance
withbasiclifesupportequipment
out of 17 available.
With an expected influx of at
least 50,000 migrants, the wishlist on District Magistrate (DM)
Alok Ranjan Ghosh’s table is gettinglonger:Atleast10ventilators,
200 beds, 1,000 PPE kits, 20 doctors and four BLS ambulances.
“So far so good,” says Ghosh.
“Butwithcasesrisingfastwiththe
massreturnofmigrants,weneed
to be prepared for an emergency
situation.Ourcasesstartedrising
with the movement of Shramik
special trains (on May 1). So far,
31,500 migrants have returned,
andanother8,000morearelikely
to come within a week.”
ItwasonMay8thatKhagaria
logged its first four cases, all
workers returning from Delhi’s
Azadpur Mandi. By Friday afternoon, the number of cases had
reached 96, including 44 from
Delhi alone. So much so, the local railway station is now being
called “virus point”.
“Atpresent,wehave200beds
and250PPEkits,wehavealsoattached all private high school
buildings and hotels for Covid
care. Basic infrastructure is not
the issue. We need extra human
resources,” says the DM.
More so, because only 25
caseshavebeentaggedassymptomatic, and officials have
moved to random screening of
arrivals from high-risk areas.
“Our challenge is the growing
numberof asymptomaticcases,”

rates on various tenures to
manage its asset-liability position,whichwouldmeansavers
and pensioners will see their
returns coming down.
The RBI has also extended
the moratorium on term loan
repayment by another three
monthstoAugust31.OnMarch
27, the RBI had announced a
three-month moratorium till
May 31. This will help borrowers, especially companies,
which have halted production
and are facing cash flow problems, to get more time to stabilise their operations and
restart their units. All borrowers, including home loan, term
loansandcreditcardoutstandings, will get the benefit of the
moratorium extension.
says Deputy Development
Commissioner (DDC) Ram
Niranjan Singh.
For Khagaria, then, the fight
against a pandemic of unprecedented scale starts at the station.
Here,TheIndianExpressfound
a team of paramedical staff and
policemen on duty with an ambulancestationedoutside.Asmigrants arrive from Delhi,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, West
BengalandHaryana,theyareregistered, screened and taken to
quarantinecentresatblocks,panchayats and villages.
The second step is the swab
collection centre at the ANM
training school, which also receives samples from the seven
primaryhealthcentresinthedistrict. On duty are two nurses and
two lab technicians, all wearing
PPEkitsandcollectingsamplesin
the presence of a doctor.
“The samples are sent to the
Rajendra Medical Research
Institute in Patna for testing, and
we usually get the reports in two
days,”saysShashiKantKumar,incharge of the centre and also
manager at the civil hospital.
“We have 400 cover-all kits
that are used by lab technicians
collecting swabs and nurses on
duty at the Levelo-I and Level-II
centres. The hospital needs at
least another 400 cover-alls for a
month.Thereare250PPEkitsbut
we need about 2,000 for a
month,” says Kumar.
The doctor on duty at the
swabcentre,BarunMR,saysthe
staff is “trying to be equal to the
task”. “So far, we have had no
moderate cases with pneumonia. But once we have these
cases,wewouldneedeightdoctors in all for four shifts in a day.
At the moment, if such a situationarises,wewilldivertdoctors
from the civil hospital. We have
an adequate number of oxygen
cylinders, including 33 smaller
versions to be kept by the bedside of patients,” he says.
ThenextstopistheLevel-Ifacility for “pre-mild and mild
cases” at the District Institute for
Education and Training. The entrance is well-guarded. No one is
allowedtomeetthepatients,each
of whom has a separate room.
Officialssaymostaremigrant
workerswhoarebeingprovided
additional food, apart from
breakfast, lunch and dinner, on
demand. “The patients have
been asked not to interact with
eachother,buttheysharethetoilets. Food is served outside their
rooms while patients are asked
remain inside with doors
closed,” says DM Ghosh.
TheLevel-IIfacilityattheGeneral Nurses & Midwifery (GNM)
institute does not have a patient
yet.And,forLevel-IIItreatmentin
severe cases, the nearest dedicatedhospitalisNalandaMedical
College and Hospital, Patna.
“Khagariaisreadyforthechallenge,”theDMinsists.“Itisanunprecedentedsituationforallofus.
We have to tide over it.”
Barun,thedoctor,ismorespe-

In this week's episode of the Express Sports
podcast, we discuss what the absence of a
live audience means for the players and the
fans

cific:“Withthepresentinfrastructure,wecandealwithabout1,000
cases.Butweneedmoredoctors.
Andifwegetventilators,itwould
be a great asset.”
But the lasting takeaway is a
chillingincidentnarratedbyDDC
Singh, who witnessed the ravagingeffectsofthevirus.“OnMay
19, I was on duty at the station
when a man got off a Shramik
trainfromDelhi,andstartedvomiting.Hewasrunningahightemperature.Hewastakeninanambulance to the civil hospital,
wherehediedwithinanhour.His
testreporthascome,it’spositive.”
This, says Singh, is why the
district’spublichealthcaresystem
needs those ventilators.
“Had there been a ventilator
at the hospital, the patient could
havebeenputonlifesupportand
even referred to a hospital in
Patna for better treatment. He
was the only son of his widowed
mother. He was just 21.”

Select OCIs

suspended. OCI card-holders
werenotallowedtocometoIndia
evenafterthegovernmentbegan
anevacuationexerciseforIndians
stranded abroad.
An office memorandum issued by the Ministry of Home
Affairs said that OCI card holders
who will be allowed to come to
India include: “Minor children
born to Indian nationals abroad
and holding OCI cards; OCI cardholders who wish to come to
India on account of family emergencies like death in family;
Couples where one spouse is an
OCIcardholderandtheotherisan
Indian national and they have a
permanent residence in India;
University students who are OCI
cardholders (not legally minors)
butwhoseparentsareIndiancitizens living in India.”
Accordingtoagovernmentreply to a question in Lok Sabha,
there were 35.79 lakh OCI card
holders as on March 12. Of these,
most are residents of the US (13
lakh) followed by the UK (7.8
lakh),Australia(4lakh),Canada(3
lakh) and Portugal (87,299).
The office memo went on to
say that travel restrictions earlier
imposed vide an order of May 7
“would not apply to any aircraft,
ship,trainoranyothervehicledeployed for bringing back the
above mentioned categories of
OCIcardholderswhoarestranded
abroad.Allothertermsandconditions laid down by MHA on
07.05.2020wouldcontinuetoremain in effect.”
The May 7 orders dealt with
continuing restrictions on international travel barring for those
Indians being evacuated from a
foreign country or for foreigners
stranded in India.
Earlier, the MHA had issued
orders which said that “the right
ofmultipleentrylife-longvisafacilityforvisitingIndiaforanypurpose granted to persons registeredasOverseasCitizenof India
(OCI)cardholderswouldcontinue
tobekeptinabeyancetilltheprohibitiononinternationalairtravel
of passengers from/to India is
liftedbytheGovernmentofIndia.
“Anyforeignnationalholding
anOCIcardwhointendstotravel
to India for compelling reasons
during this period would have to
contact the nearest Indian
Mission. Further, in case of personsholdingOCIcardwhoarealready in India, the OCI card shall
remainvalidfortheirstayinIndia
for any length of time.”
International flights continue to
be suspended except those engaged in bringing stranded
Indians back.

Cadila Pharma

sanitisations of the facility and
stategovernmenthealthofficials
had already conducted an audit
for the same.”
A company official said:
“Umesh and Ashok were among
thosewhotestedpositiveinitially,
whileHimanshupickeduptheinfection later.”
“Umesh was

New Delhi

being treated at home in Bhat afterthehospitalsenthimbackbecause he had been responding
well.However,afterthreedays,he
developedcomplications,”theofficial said.
The Indian Express had earlier reported that five employeestestedpositiveonMay5,and
another 21 were found infected
the same week. “Now the total
numberof employeeswhohave
tested positive stands at 35,” the
spokesperson said.
Eight employees and three
relatives are currently in a
quarantine centre created by
Cadila on the campus of a Jain
temple in Dholka town of
Ahmedabad district.

Cash transfer

“spirit of federalism is all but forgotten”. Terming the Rs 20-lakh
crorepackageasa“crueljoke”on
thecountry,shesaid,“Farfromoffering succour and support, the
government has embarked on a
wild adventure of so-called reformsincludingagrandclearance
sale of PSUs and repeal of labour
laws.Thereisnotevenapretence
ofconsultationwithstakeholders
or debate in Parliament. We deplore these unilateral moves.”
Ajointstatementissuedafter
a four-hour long meeting said,
“(The) Union Government has
unabashedly usurped powers
vestedintheStatesundermining
the constitutionally guaranteed
federal democracy.”
Together, the 22 parties have
138 MPs in Lok Sabha.
NCP Chief Sharad Pawar said
the government should devise a
strategy to bring back migrants
whofledthecitiesandarguedfor
new policies for encouraging industrial growth to attract investmentinstates.“Thisisthetimefor
a collective endeavour to bring
India out of this crisis,” he said.
Putting forth a 11-point charterofdemands,thepartiesasked
the government to make direct
cash transfer of Rs 7,500 per
monthtoallfamiliesoutsidetheIT bracket for six months, reverse
allunilateralpolicydecisions,particularlytheannulmentoflabour
laws, release substantial funds to
states in the frontline of the war
againstCovid,provideaccurateinformationoninfectionsandgoalpostsvis-à-vistesting,infrastructure and containing its spread.
The parties also asked the
Government to distribute 10
kilograms food grains to all
needy individuals each month
forthenextsixmonths,increase
the number of MGNREGA work
days to 200, free transportation
for all migrant workers to their
native places, and consult states
while allowing international
and domestic flights.
TheLeftpartiessaidtheoppositionshouldorganisejointstreet
protestsagainstthegovernment’s
handling of the crisis, especially
the migrant exodus. It was decided that a sub-committee will
beformedtochalkoutmodalities.
TheBSPandSPdidnotattend
the meeting. Sources said the
AamAadmiPartywasnotinvited.
Themeetingwasattendedby
formerPrimeMinisterandJanata
Dal (S) leader HD Deve Gowda,
DMKchiefMKStalin,Leftleaders
SitaramYechuryandDRaja,RJD’s
Tejashwi Yadav,LJDleaderSharad
Yadav, Muslim League’s P K Kunhalikutty,AIUDFchiefBadruddin
Ajmal, Jayant Choudhary of the
Rashtriya Lok Dal and National
Conference leader Omar
Abdullah.Inwhatishisfirstmeeting after release, Omar spoke
about the situation in Kashmir.
Rashtriya Lok Samata Party
chief Upendra Kushwaha, Jitin
Ram Manjhi of the Hindustani
AwamMorcha,NKPremachandran of the RSP, Kerala Congress
(Mani) leader Jose K Mani, Raju
ShettyoftheSwabhimaniPaksha,
Thol Thirumavalavan of the VCK
and Prof Kondandaram of
theTelanganaJanaSamitialsoattended.
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20 NEW CONTAINMENT ZONES, TOTAL 92 NOW

Toll crosses 200, cases now over 12,000

ASTHA SAXENA &
SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 22

DELHI REPORTED 660 fresh
Covid-19 cases in the last 24
hours — the highest single-day
spike so far — taking the total
count to 12,319 on Friday. The
death toll breached the 200
mark, with 14 more deaths updated in the government’s bulletin to reach 204.
Over 500 cases have been reportedforthefourthconsecutive
day. “Chances are high that the
numbers are expected to rise in
thecomingdays.Challengeswill
increase for health services, administrationandpolicymakers...
Hospital preparedness has been
planned but for us, every single
casematters.Societywillhaveto
start following social distancing
norms,” said Dr S K Sarin, head
of the committee set up by CM
Arvind Kejriwal togauge healthcare infrastructure in the city.
The spurt in cases comes as
the city opened up after three
phases of lockdown. While May
19 saw 500 cases, this rose to
534 cases on May 20 and to 571
on May 21.
Around the same time, 20

At Connaught Place on Friday. The spurt in cases — 2,265 cases in four days — continues even
as the city has opened up after three phases of lockdown. Praveen Khanna
new containment zones have
been created since May 18.
Overall, the number of containment zones stands at 92, out of
which scaling down orders have
already been issued for nine.
OnFriday,theSouthwestdistrict administration notified six
containmentzonesthathavecol-

Heatwave hits Delhi-NCR,
likely to persist till May 25
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 22

HEATWAVE CONDITIONS were
recorded over Palam and Lodhi
Road Friday as the city recorded
its highest maximum temperature of the season so far.
The IMD’s Safdarjung observatory, which is representative
of thecity,recorded43.8degrees
Celsius as maximum temperature, while Palam in Southwest
Delhi recorded 45.4 degrees. At
Lodhi Road, temperature soared
up to 44.4 degrees Celsius.
Kuldeep Srivastava, head of
IMD’sregionalforecastingcentre
inDelhi,said,“Heatwaveislikely
to continue over Delhi-NCR be-

WEEK’S FORECAST
Day

Min Max

Saturday

24°C 44°C

Sunday

25°C 44°C

Monday

25°C 43°C

Tuesday

26°C 43°C

Wednesday 27°C 43°C
Thusrsday 27°C 42°C

tween May 23 and 25 due to dry
and northwesterly winds prevailing over Northwest India.”
Aheatwaveiswhenthemaximum temperature reaches 40
degrees or more in plains and 30
degrees or more in hilly regions.

lectively registered 39 cases —
Vikaspuri’sDeepEnclavePart-II;
DG3 Block; F-Block and Palam
Colonyareas;Kanganherivillage;
and Sadh Nagar, all of which fall
under the Dwarka sub-division.
The Central district administration also sealed three new areas on Thursday, which fall in

parts of Bapa Nagar.
Previously, North saw five
new localities being sealed
(three
new
blocks
of
Jahangirpuri, a lane in Azadpur,
part of a slum in Badli), and two
areas were sealed in South
(Dakshinpuri and Zamrudpur).
Amongthenewareastohave

been sealed in Northwest include a village at Naharpur and
a block in Mongolpuri.
No new areas, barring one in
Northwest district, were sealed
between the last leg of April of
May18.Whilenonewareashave
been sealed in East district, an
apartment complex in Mayur
Vihar has been placed under
heightened restrictions after a
positive case cropped up. West
districtauthoritiesalsosaidmore
areasarelikelytobesealedsoon.
It was after Centre gave full
autonomy to states to categorise
zones based on severity of outbreak that the Delhi health secretary wrote to the district magistrates red-flagging the rise in
number of cases and decrease in
sealed areas.
The Health Ministry guidelines state that the objective of
cluster containment is to break
thecycleof transmissionanddecrease morbidity and mortality
due to Covid-19. “As a working
definition, less than 15 cases in
anareacanbetreatedasacluster.
Therecouldbesingleormultiple
fociof localtransmission,”itsays.
Onceanareaiscontained,the
administration is expected to
mount enhanced surveillance,
regulate entry and exit into that

area,barallmovementexceptfor
medicalemergenciesandessential goods and services.
Authorities are also expected to
searchforcasesthroughphysical
house-to-housesurveillance,test
all cases as per sampling guidelines among other measures.
In fact, in her May 17 letter to
the states and UTs, Union Health
Secretary PreetiSudanhadwritten that “for effective control it is
advisable to err on the side of
caution”, implying that DMs
should not wait for a large outbreak to seal an area.
Meanwhile, a total of 5,897
people have recovered in the
city. The recovery rate of Delhi is
almost at 47%, higher than the
national average of 41%. At present, there are 1,835 people admitted in 14 Covid-19 designatedhospitalsand9.2%of them
are in the ICU. There are 27 peopleonventilators.Atotalof 2,881
people are in home isolation.
The government is working
onincreasingthenumberofbeds
in the city. Delhi Chief Minister
ArvindKejriwalhadsaidthegovernmenthasreadied2,000beds
with oxygen support for Covid19 patients and in the next few
days, the city will have 4,000
bedstodealwithseverepatients.

Insult to injury: Migrants in screening line
for trains are hosed down with disinfectant
AMIL BHATNAGAR
NEW DELHI, MAY 22

THE SOUTH Corporation faced
flak for spraying disinfectant on
migrant workers waiting in line
for medical screening, before
boarding Shramik special trains,
Friday.Theincidenttookplaceat
Lajpat Nagar’s Hemu Kalani
Secondary School.
Around 3.30 pm, The Indian
Express saw a tanker bearing the
initials of SDMC, along with four
workers, pull up on the road outside the school. One of the workersbegansprayingdisinfectanton
theroadandinthedirectionofthe
migrants. Another worker asked

Grab from a video of the
incident in Lajpat Nagar
themtoturnaroundandsprayed
disinfectant directly on them.
Some migrants could be seen
coughing, some running as the
sprayhittheirlegs.Childreninthe
queuerushedtohidebehindsteel
pillars or bags.

According to SDMC, the official at the spot “apologised” to
the migrants, and said food and
water were distributed to them.
Officials said their workers have
been asked to be “careful” in future to prevent such an incident.
Lajpat Nagar councillor Sunil
Sahdev said it was not done “intentionally”. “Screening of migrants who have registered for
Shramik trains is going on oppositeLalSaiMarketatHemuKalani
school in Lajpat Nagar III. As the
school is in a residential colony,
residentsandrepresentativesdemanded that disinfection of the
compound be carried out. As per
protocol, disinfectant spraying
was being done in the evening in

and around the school. Due to
pressure from the jetting machine,theworkercouldnotmanage it for some moments. Staff
have been instructed to be more
careful in the future,” he said.
The migrants said they have
beenwaitingover48hours,hoping to find a seat in a train to UP
and Bihar. “We braved the heat,
policeindifference,andwearebeingsubjectedtothis.Atthispoint,
nothing matters but to reach
home. I have to go to Samastipur,
Bihar,andIamnotsureifmytrain
is on schedule. I have been waiting here since last night, I am
ready to wait more if I can get on
the train,” said Taufeeq (30), who
walked from Batla House.

Def Col store owner
positive, scramble
to quell rumours
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 22

THE 53-YEAR-OLD owner of a
popular grocery store in Delhi’s
Defence Colony has tested positive for coronavirus, following
which his family members and
staffers have been tested. While
the man is admitted at Max
Hospital, Saket, his family and
employeesareunderhomequarantine and awaiting test results.
The man’s brother told The
Indian Express, “He is in the hospital and is responding well to
treatment. We are under selfquarantine and awaiting test results.” The store is shut, and the
area around it has been sanitised, said Defence Colony RWA
president Major (retd) Ranjit
Singh.
As word spread, many rumours were afloat about other
stores in the market and the
head cook of a restaurant testing
positive. In a bid to counter this,
stores such as Defence Bakery
and The Taste released pamphletsaskingresidentstonotbelieve in rumours.
Gaurav, who runs Defence
Bakery, said, “This was needed
so people don’t fall for rumours
at a time like this. We are open.
We are using thermal scanner at
the entrance, even on people
who are picking up delivery. We
areequippedwithmasks,gloves,
sanitisers,andprefercontactless
payment.”

Last month, three
cases were reported
in the locality, of
which one died
A resident who is part of the
colony WhatsApp group said
messages have been sent out to
those who might have visited
the store in the last few days to
self-isolate themselves.
Another store owner in
Defence Colony said that in the
last three days, many people
haveconfusedhimfortheowner
of the grocery store.
Singh said, “We are using the
WhatsApp group to quell rumours. As far as the head cook of
a popular restaurant is concerned, it has come to our notice
that he lives in Defence Colony
but is only under preventive
quarantine as he had returned
from a hospital after receiving
treatment for something else.”
The Taste too sent messages
on WhatsApp groups which
said, “Defence Colony today is
reelingfromrumours.... Confirm
the truth. Give us a call, message
us, use the mediums available.”
Last month, there were three
reported cases of the virus in the
locality, and one of them — a
senior citizen — passed away.
Singh said there are four Covid19 positive cases in Defence
Colony, including the store
owner, as of now.

THE ENGLISH AND FOREIGN LANGUAGES UNIVERSITY
(A Central University)
HYDERABAD - 500007

Employment Notification No. I/2020
In supersession of the employment notification No. III/2019, dated
12 July 2019, The English and Foreign Languages University,
Hyderabad issues a Revised Notification inviting applications from
the eligible candidates for appointment to various faculty positions
(Professor: 18, Associate Professor: 27 and Assistant Professor: 13)
at Hyderabad and its Regional Campuses at Shillong and Lucknow.
The Application along with detailed Notification and Information
Booklet for filling the application form can be downloaded from the
University Website www.efluniversity.ac.in.
The application, filled in all respects, shall reach the undersigned by
6:00 pm on or before 15.06.2020.
Sd/REGISTRAR I/c
Date:23.05.2020
Note: Those who have applied in response to the earlier notification i.e., No. III/2019
are required to apply again. However, they need not pay the application fee again.
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BRIEFLY
AIIMS staffer
dies,tests
positive
New Delhi: A 65-year-old
manwhousedtocutvegetablesinacanteenatthe
AIIMSDelhicampusdied
on Thursday evening. He
reportedlysufferedrespiratory failure, and his
Covid report returned
positiveonFriday, saidDr
AdarshPratapSingh,presidentof theAIIMSRDA.

Actionagainst
e-rickshaw,
autodrivers
New Delhi: Over 20 cases
havebeenfiledagainstautorickshaw and e-rickshawdriversforallegedly
floutinglockdownnorms
inthelastfourdays.

HC adjourns
pleaon release
ofTablighis
New Delhi: The Delhi
High Court Friday adjourned for May 26 the
hearingonapleaseeking
thereleaseof916foreigners, who attended the
TablighiJamaatmeetand
areheldinquarantinedespite testing negative.

NGTofficer
testspositive
New Delhi: An officer in
the
General
Administration of the
National Green Tribunal,
principal bench has
tested positive for Covid19. The NGT will remain
shut for public access
from May 23. ENS
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Can’t seek removal of healthcare workers over
Covid fear, govt to ensure residents’ safety: HC

ANAND MOHAN J

NEW DELHI, MAY 22
OBSERVING THAT “no one has a
right to ask for removal of resident health workers from their
neighbourhood because of an
unrealistic fear of Covid-19”, the
Delhi High Court noted that the
Delhi government “cannot es-

cape their obligation to provide
a protected environment to senior citizens and other residents
adjacent to such buildings
which are occupied by the
health workers”.
The single bench of Justice
Asha Menon passed the order
on a PIL seeking directions to the
Delhi government to ensure that
no guesthouse is run illegally

and no portion of the said property is rented out to any person
who can be a threat to the life
and safety of residents.
The petitioner had submitted that he is a senior citizen
and that occupants of a property on Cariappa Marg are not
following measures for proper
hygiene. The property was used
as a guesthouse for frontline

workers.
Rishikesh Kumar, who appeared for the District
Magistrate (South), argued that
“health workers are the frontline warriors of the Covid-19
pandemic and cannot be asked
to move away from the property
in question”.
On the other hand, Neha Jain,
the counsel for the petitioner, ar-

gued that since the “petitioner
is a senior citizen living with five
other senior citizens, with what
is described as ‘co-morbidities’,
they are anxious about their
health and well-being as measures relating to hygiene are not
being adhered to by the occupants of property”.
After taking these submissions into consideration, the

court noted: “Senior citizens
above the age of 65 have their
movement restricted as they
are not even allowed to leave
their homes, and their concerns
cannot be wished away by the
government authorities, who
are obligated to take care of all
citizens.”
The court directed the Delhi
government as well as DM

(South) to take all action such as
fumigation and sanitisation,
similar to measures being
adopted for containment/buffer
zones, in the area in question.
The court said such measures
may also be adopted in other
zones/areas where health workers are residing, which would
also assuage fears of other residents.

As govt further scales up testing,
pending samples still a concern
SOURAVROYBARMAN&
ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI, MAY 22

THEDAILYaverageof swabsamples collected for Covid-19 testing, pending in government accredited and private labs in
Delhi, remained over 4,600 till
May 15, according to last available official data. Till date,
1,60,225 testshavebeendonein
the city.
Since May 16, the format of
sharing testing data has been
changed.
According to date-wise data
between May 4 and May 15, an
average of 1,756 samples have
been collected on a daily basis.
During the same period, the
daily average of pending samples has been 4,719.
The situation has remained
unchanged even after the Delhi
Health Department’s order,
datedMay7,toprivatelabstoreleasetestresultswithin24hours
of collecting samples, warning
that a 48-hour delay will lead to
cancellation of payments. The
order was issued following di-

rections of the Delhi High Court,
which had also asked the government to regularly share testing figures along with the number of pending samples.
On May 7, when the orderdirecting private labs to expedite
testing was issued, 4,262 samples were pending, out of which
1,728 were from government
labs. On May 15, 5,080 samples
were pending. According to data
shared in the new format, between May 16 and May 20, an
average of 3,592 samples have
been tested daily, while the average of pending samples collectedbythegovernmentstands
at 2,140.
Thependencyof sampleshas
also been attributed to rising
cases of Covid-19. “Any symptomatic patient is tested twice before being discharged, while the
asymptomatic patient is tested
once... Also, more hospitals are
now asking patients for tests before admission, and with that
morehealthcareworkersarebeing tested for the disease,” said
Dr SK Sarin,head of the Institute
of Liver and Biliary Sciences
(ILBS). Dr Sarin also headed the

committee formed by Delhi
Chief MinisterArvindKejriwalto
assess the preparedness of
health infrastructure in the city.
“Labs were obviously planning for patients, but now testing has gone beyond patients.
We mayneed more testingfacilities in the coming days,” said Dr
Sarin.
There are 21 approved labs
— 13 private and 8 government
— to test Covid samples in Delhi.
Until last month, Delhi also sent
samples to the National
Institute of Biologicals in Noida
before discontinuing it owing to
the large number of pending
samples.
Private labs in the city have
blamed the exhausting clerical
exerciseasthereasonbehindthe
delay in reports. “We have been
clearing all reports. Reports of
thepositivecasesarelessandare
immediately conveyed. But to
compile the data of all the negative reports takes time. We have
also increased the number of
data entry operators to manage
the load,” said Dr Arvind Lal,
chairman and managing director of Dr Lal PathLabs.

HELPING HAND
Food is distributed to people on Friday. Amit Mehra

ED to attach
MNC assets
for ‘collusion’

Unattended mangoes
worth Rs 20k stolen

Keep record
of Covid
cases, toll: HC

New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) Friday got the
Supreme Court nod to attach JP
Morgan’s properties in India for
allegedly colluding with real estate group Amrapali to divert
fundsofthehomebuyersinviolation of foreign investment rules.
This came after Additional
Solicitor General Sanjay Jain, appearing for the agency, told a
benchofJusticesArunMishraand
U U Lalit that it had prima facie
identified Rs 187 crore in the accounts of JP Morgan, as proceeds
of crime under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act and
sought permission to attach
properties towards recovery.
Thebenchalsoaskedwhether
the Centre can provide loan of Rs
500croretotheNationalBuilding
Construction Corporation which
hasbeengivenchargeofcompleting the unfinished projects of the
beleagueredrealestategroup.The
courtsaiditisaskingasthereisno
private player involved and the
stalled projects. Additional
Solicitor General Vikramjeet
Banerjee told the bench that he
will seek instructions in this regard. ENS

JIGNASASINHA

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court
Friday asked the Delhi government and authorities concerned
tomaintainproperrecordsonthe
number of people contracting
coronavirus and the death toll.
A bench of Chief Justice D N
Patel and Justice Prateek Jalan,
however, refused to pass an orderonapleaseekingtoscrapthe
Death Audit Committee, constituted by the Delhi government.
Noting that the government
constituted the panel comprising three doctors, the bench said
itisnotinclinedtointerfere with
it at this initial stage. The committee audits each death of a
coronavirus positive patient in
government and private hospitals. The bench disposed of the
PIL seeking direction to publish
data of confirmed cases and
deaths through a daily bulletin
every 24 hours, based on figures
being provided to the Delhi government by various hospitals.
The PIL alleged that there
was a deliberate attempt by the
Delhi government to downplay
the seriousness of the spread of
the disease and the number of
deaths. ENS

NEW DELHI, MAY 22
AT A market in Shahdara district,
passersbyThursday“stole”mangoesworthRs20,000fromunattendedcrates.Thevideooftheincident, which took place in Jagat
Puri, shows several men picking
up mangoes and running away.
Some, with helmets on, pick
upasmanyfruitsastheycanand
rushtowardstheirvehicles,some
fill their pockets, and a few even
throw crates away in the chaos.
An FIR has been filed for robberyagainstunknownpersonsat
Jagatpuri police station.
The fruit-seller, Chote (33),
told The Indian Express, “I was
standing under a tree when a
group of rickshaw pullers asked
me to leave as they wanted to
park under the shade. At first, I
didn’t agree, but they got angry. I
ranawaywithmycartbutcouldn’t pick up the crates.”
Minutes later, Chote said he
saw people picking up the mangoes and running away with
them. “All 12 crates were empty.
It was fruit worth Rs 20,000 at
least,”hesaid.Thefruit-sellerhad

A screen grab of the video,
shot in Shahdara
bought the mangoes, of safeda
variety, from a vegetable market
in Okhla two days ago.
Chote’s younger brother, Arif
Khan, said the family lives near
Krishna Nagar and has been selling fruits and vegetables here for
years. Khan said, “This year has
been difficult for us anyway, and
getting good quality stock from
the mandi has been tough. We
hadsomehowmanagedtogetit.”
DCP(Shahdara)AmitSharma
said, “Chote came to the station
and gave us his version of the incident.WehaveregisteredanFIR.
Ourteamisconductinganinvestigation.”

‘OPEN GYMS, OTHER GROUP ACTIVITIES WON’T BE ALLOWED’

Mandatory masks, Aarogya Setu as
parks open partially to the public

ANANYATIWARI&
ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEW DELHI, MAY 22

PARKS IN Delhi under the jurisdiction of MCDs and the Delhi
DevelopmentAuthorityaresetto
open on Saturday, with a set of
riders. Children below 10 years
andpeopleagedabove65willnot
be allowed entry, and wearing of
masks is mandatory for visitors.
Parks in colonies are owned
by South, East and North MCDs,
and the bigger community ones
are managed by DDA.
According to the South MCD,
joggingontracksisallowedfrom
7amto7pm.“Visitorswillensure
the Aarogya Setu app is installed
ontheirphones...Wearingmasks
is mandatory,” state the guidelines issued by the South MCD.
“Opengym,children’splayareas,yogaandgroupactivitieswill
not be allowed," said an official.

At Lodhi Gardens, Friday. Most parks will open today. Express
A North MCD official said all
parks will be open by Saturday
from 7 am-10 am and 3.30 pm6.30pm.WhileEastandDDAare
yettorelease guidelines,officials
said protocol will be along the
lines of that mandated by the
Delhi government in public
places.

The New Delhi Municipal
Council,whichmanagesparksin
CentralDelhi,saidLodhiGardens,
Nehru Park, Talkatora Park have
been partially opened. “Only
walkingtrackscanbeused,activities such as yoga or other events
are not allowed. Other parks are
not gated, so public still had ac-

New Delhi

cess to them,” said S Chelliah, directorof thehorticulturedepartment, NDMC.
“We are complying with governmentordersandhaveopened
up parks,” he added. While Delhi
government guidelines for
Lockdown4.0doesn’tspecifically
refertoparks,CMArvindKejriwal,
inaninterviewtoanewschannel,
had said parks can open.
Ashok Kumar, director of
DDA’s horticulture department,
said,“Weareintheprocessofformulatingtheguidelinesbutthey
would be open by Saturday.”
Meanwhile, Sunder Nursery
received 20 guests after several
weeksofbeingshut.TillJune1,the
nurseryisopenfrom7amto6.30
pm only to annual pass holders.
RatishNanda,projectdirector,Aga
Khan Trust for Culture, said, “A
pass-holder can bring in guests,
and those interested can buy the
annual pass. This will help track
down visitors if there’s an issue.”
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PICKING UP, SETTING OFF

MUMBAI:12:57PM

DADRI:7:30PM

PUNE:6:10PM

A family sets off on foot from Mumbai for Beed, in
Maharashtra, on Friday. Pradip Das

Children in tow, they arrive at Dadri station, in Uttar
Pradesh, to board a train Abhinav Saha

LUDHIANA:2:30PM

AHMEDABAD:11:48AM

Amigrantworkerwaitswith familyatGuruNanakStadiumon
Fridayforscreening. Gurmeet Singh

Migrant workers waiting at the state transport bus depot in Pune for the last four days scuffle for their share of
bananas on Friday. An unidentified person had brought the fruit to hand them out at the station but as the crowd grew
restless and a row began, the Good Samaritan left the spot. Arul Horizon

DOMESTIC FLIGHTS START MONDAY

CORONA

WATCH
PUNJAB

Only one new
case reported
Chandigarh:
Punjab
recorded only one new
coronaviruscaseonFriday.
The lone new patient was
an RPF personnel from
Ludhiana,takingthestate’s
tally of Covid cases to
2,029. Meanwhile, the recovery rate of the state further improved to 91 per
cent as 1,847 Covid patients have recovered. ENS

WHO

Minister
takes charge
New Delhi: Union Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan
has taken charge as Chair
of the World Health
Organization’s Executive
Board for 2020-21. The
minister replaced Dr
Hiroki Nakatani of Japan.
Accepting the post, Harsh
Vardhanpaidtributethose
who lost their lives in the
Covid-19 pandemic. ENS

MUMBAI

Liquor home
delivery
Mumbai: Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation has
allowed home delivery of
liquor in Mumbai from
Saturday. The service will
not be allowed in containment zones. Officials said
shopscanusee-commerce
platforms for delivery. The
service is to begin from
Friday midnight, but customers can avail it from
Sunday as retailers need to
take permission.
ENS

MP starts campaign
to employ unskilled
workers in rural areas
Bhopal: With lakhs of migrant
workers having returned in the
lastfewdays,theMadhyaPradesh
government Friday launched
ShramSiddhiAbhiyanthatpromises work to every unskilled
workerinruralareas,andalsocollect a database of skilled workers
thatcanbesharedwithindustries.
A door-to-door survey will be
carriedouttofindpeoplewithout
jobcardsandgivethemworkunder MGNREGA. Simultaneously,
surveyorswillcollectinformation
about skilled workers now withoutworkandthegovernmentwill
share the data with industrial
units in respective areas.
Additional chief secretary
Manoj Srivastava said such a survey was carried out in 2006. He
said the government expects
nearlyamillionpeopletogetnew
job cards. He added the governmentwasprovidingjobstonearly
21 lakh workers in 22,809 gram
panchayats under MGNREGA.

MILINDGHATWAI

Five states say
incoming fliers to
stay in quarantine
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, GUWAHATI,
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
HYDERABAD, BENGALURU,
MUMBAI, MAY 22

WITH DOMESTIC flight operations set to resume on Monday,
at least five states and one Union
Territory have decided that incoming passengers would have
to stay in home or institutional
quarantine.
The governments of Kerala,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
KarnatakaandAssam,andtheadministration of Jammu and
Kashmir have decided that arrivingpassengerswillhavetostayin
quarantine.
TheKeralagovernmentFriday
saidthepassengerswouldhaveto
stayinhomeorinstitutionalquarantine for 14 days.
Kerala, which had only 16 active cases on May 8, has seen 200
new cases in the past two weeks.
The surge is attributed to the arrivalofevacuationflightsfromthe
MiddleEastandtheentryof people from other states. On Friday,
Keralarecorded42freshcases,the
largest single-day hike since the
state reported its first case on
January 30.
ChiefMinisterPinarayiVijayan
told the media, “Quarantining
wouldbemandatoryforallthose
who reach Kerala via domestic
flights. Whatever be the mode of
travel to Kerala, all those who
comefromoutsidehavetogointo

quarantine.However,itwouldnot
bebindingonthosewhocometo
thestatefor1-2daysforbusiness
purposes and then go back. But,
this category of passengers will
also have to observe necessary
preventive guidelines.”
Meanwhile, with at least 15
flights expected to arrive in
Srinagarfromnextweek,Kashmir
divisional commander P K Pole
told The Indian Express, “All those
passengers arriving at Srinagar
airportwillbeputunderadministrative quarantine and tested.”
In Karnataka, domestic passengers from high-risk states —
Maharashtra,Gujarat,TamilNadu,
Delhi, Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh — will have to stay in institutional quarantine for seven
days, followed by 7 days of home
quarantine.Thosereturningfrom
other states will have to stay in
home quarantine for 14 days.
The governments of Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana have decided to quarantine people arriving on flights as well as other
modes of transport.
Assam Health Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma has said
thatpeoplearrivingbyanymode
would have to stay in quarantine
for 14 days.
TheBrihanmumbaiMunicipal
Corporationhas,meanwhile,said
itplanstoscreenallpassengerson
arrivalattheMumbaiairportand
quarantine them at home for 14
days. It said the state and the
Centre will discuss this subject to
formalise the guidelines.

NITI Aayog to states: Speed up
medical colleges on PPP model
HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MAY 22

AMID THE growing demand for
healthcare facilities in the wake
of the COVID-19 outbreak, the
NITI Aayog has asked states to
accelerate the process of setting
up of medical colleges on PPP
model and augmenting district
hospital facilities with private
partners.
In a communication to chief
secretaries of all states, a NITI official has also advised them to
use the facility of Viability Gap
Funding (VGF), available for social sectors, for this purpose.
“As you are aware, to address
the endemic shortage of qualified doctors across the country
especially the Aspirational
Districts, NITI Aayog developed
and circulated the guidelines for
setting up medical colleges

through public private partnership,” the communication said.
“The model provides for
Viability Gap Funding (VGF) requirement/premium as the bidding parameters. Where, depending on the viability of the
project,abiddermayeitherseek
grant from the government to
support their capitalinvestment
and operational expenditure, or
offer to pay a premium (in case
of viable projects),” it said.
“Thegrantcanbemadeavailable under the applicable VGF
scheme of Department of
Economic Affairs, Ministry of
Finance. Whereby, for social infrastructure projects such as
these, the Hon’ble Finance
Minister, in ‘the fourth tranche
of economic stimulus’, has announced the enhancement of
the quantum of VGF to 30 % of
the total project cost...”
The move comes a week af-

ter Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced an outlay of Rs 8,100 crore for “boosting”privatesector investmentin
social infrastructure through revised VGF scheme, as part of the
Atmanirbhar Bharat package.
NITI has also shared the final
drafts of concession agreement
and request for proposals with
states. “For your immediate use
and reference, these finalized
draft of Request for Proposals
(RfP) and concession agreement
areenclosedherewith.Thesecan
be used as guiding principal for
developing state/project specific
concessionbiddingdocumentsto
accelerate scaling up of medical
education and augmentation of
district hospital facilities,” it said.
Earlier this year, Sitharaman
had announced a proposal to set
up VGF funding window for setting up hospitals in the
PPP mode.

Bihar: Only migrants coming from 11
cities to be sent to quarantine centres
SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, MAY 22

THEBIHARgovernmentonFriday
decided to send to quarantine
centres only those migrants who
comefrom11high-riskandmoderate-risk cities of Surat, Delhi,
Pune, Ahmedabad, Mumbai,
Ghaziabad, Faridabad, Gurgaon,
Kolkata, Noida and Bengaluru.
District magistrates can add
anytowntothislistdependingon
Covid-19 infection trends.
People coming from places

otherthanthesecitieswillbesent
for home quarantine, provided
they do not have symptoms, and
monitored. Random tests of migrants will continue as well.
Theorderofthedisastermanagement department, which followed a high-level meeting
presided over by the chief secretary,will beenforceablewith immediate effect.
In a letter to all DMs, SSPs and
SPs, Disaster Management
PrincipalSecretaryPratyayaAmrit
said: “Those who would be sent
to home quarantine will self-at-

test a form to follow quarantine
norms.Migrantsof11listedcities,
whowouldbedischargedafter14
daysquarantine,wouldlive seven
days in home quarantine.”
Amrit told The Indian Express:
“Wehavetakenthedecisionafter
observing the pattern of infection.” Asked if the government
wouldcontinuethesamequarantine policy in case of those comingonnon-Shramiktrains,Amrit
said: “It is not necessary. If any
traveller has any apprehensions
aboutaCovidinfection,hewillbe
tested... no need to be paranoid.

Karnataka to pay for travel on Shramik trains till May 31
JOHNSON TA

BENGALURU, MAY 22
THE KARNATAKA government
on Friday announced that it
wouldfundtravelonallShramik
trains until May 31.
The announcement comes
after questions were raised by
the Karnataka High Court on the
legality of the state government’s refusal to bear the cost of
train travel of migrant workers

when their home states fail to
deposit funds to cover the fares.
Chief
Minister B S
Yediyurappa said on social media,“Thegovernmenthasconsideredthepleaof migrantworkers
who were unable to bear the
travel expenditure to go back to
theirhometown.Karnatakagovernment will bear the cost of
travel of migrant workers and
strandedpersonstotheirrespective states by Shramik trains up
to 31st May, 2020.”

He added, “The government
considersmigrantworkers,who
have come from far-flung parts
of our country, as our own people and it is my firm belief that
they too must be supported by
the state.”
On Thursday, the high court,
which is hearing a PIL about the
plight of migrant workers, summoned the state chief secretary
and labour secretary to explain
whyKarnatakaisdeviatingfrom
the policy laid down for free

travel of migrants.
On May 18, the state government had maintained that migrant workers will have to pay
the cost of train travel if their
home states do not agree to bear
their train fare. On Thursday, a
divison bench of the high court
headed by Chief Justice Abhay
Sreenivas Oka questioned the
Railways’ stand, saying, “It is not
clear whether the Railways are
going to charge only 15% of the
fare for travelby Shramikspecial

trains.”
The bench added, “The concept of a welfare state has been
consistently a part of our
Constitutional philosophy.
Today, because of the reluctance
of the state government to bear
thetrainfareof migrant workers
who are not in a position to pay,
apart from the allegation that it
will violate the fundamental
rights of the migrant workers,
they will be forced to continue
to stay in the state.”

A group of workers on way to a railway station on Friday to
board a Shramik Special train. Javed Raja

HCQ may harm
Covid patients:
Lancet study
ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS &
ABANTIKA GHOSH

PUNE, NEW DELHI, MAY 22
A STUDY published on Friday in
The Lancet has found links between the use of chloroquine or
hydroxychloroquine and increased rates of mortality and
heart arrhythmias among hospital patients with Covid-19.
The study’s authors say that
these drug regimens should not
be used to treat Covid-19 outside
of clinical trials, and that urgent
confirmation from randomised
clinical trials is needed. United
States President Donald Trump
has been a persistent and vocal
promoterofhydroxychloroquine.
Prof (Dr) Frank Ruschitzka,
Director of the Heart Center at
University Hospital Zurich and
oneoftheco-authorsofthestudy
told The Indian Express over the
phonethattreatmentwiththeantimalarial drug chloroquine or its
analogue hydroxychloroquine
(takenwithorwithouttheantibiotics azithromycin or clarithromycin) offers no benefit for
patients of Covid-19.
“This is the largest observationalstudydonesofar.Clearlythe
useofthedrugfortreatingCovid19patientsshowsharm,andIam
very concerned. It is reasonably
safe to treat malaria. But there is
no benefit of this drug for Covid
patients.Wehavestudiedpatients
from across the world and there
isnoreasontoassumeIndianpatients would do any better,” Dr
Ruschitzka said.
On Friday, India reiterated its
recommendation for prophylacticuseof HCQ,andthetreatment
recommendation for HCQ and
azithromycin in certain cases.
“Joint Monitoring Group and
NTFhavenowrecommendedthe
prophylactic use of HCQ in all
asymptomatic healthcare workers involved in containment and
treatment of COVID-19 and
asymptomatic healthcare workersworkinginnon-COVIDhospitals/non-COVID areas of COVID

hospitals/blocks, asymptomatic
frontlineworkers,suchassurveillance workers deployed in containment zones and paramilitary/police personnelinvolvedin
COVID-19 related activities and
asymptomatic household contacts of laboratory confirmed
cases,” a revised advisory issued
late on Friday night said.
The drug, though, is not to be
used in people with retinopathy,
hypersensitivity to the disease,
cardiac problems, or glucose 6
phosphatedeficiency.Itisalsonot
to be used in pregnant or lactating mothers of children aged less
than 15 years. Use has to be preceded by an ECG.
TheLancetstudyanalyseddata
from nearly 15,000 patients with
Covid-19receivingacombination
of any of the four drug regimens
and 81,000 controls.
“Severalcountrieshaveadvocated use of chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine,eitheraloneor
incombination,aspotentialtreatments for Covid-19. Justification
for repurposing these medicines
in this way is based on a small
numberofanecdotalexperiences
thatsuggesttheymayhavebeneficial effects for people infected
withtheSARS-CoV-2virus.However,previoussmall-scalestudies
have failed to identify robust evidenceof abenefitandlarger,randomised controlled trials are not
yetcompleted.However,wenow
know from our study that the
chance that these medications
improve outcomes in Covid-19 is
quite low.” Dr Ruschitzka said.
Prof (Dr) Mandeep R Mehra,
lead author of the study and
ExecutiveDirectoroftheBrigham
andWomen’sHospitalCenterfor
Advanced Heart Disease in
Boston,said:“Thisisthefirstlarge
scalestudytofindstatisticallyrobustevidencethattreatmentwith
chloroquine or hydroxychloroquine does not benefit patients
with Covid-19. Our findings suggest it may be associated with an
increased risk of heart problems
and increased risk of death...”
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Tech opens a learning window as Covid shuts many a door
UMA VISHNU

NEW DELHI, MAY 22
ONCEuponatime,twoyearsbeforeCovid,Rakhiwasamongthe
toppers in her class, a confident
nine-year-old who held out her
hand and asked, in English,
“How are you? How was your
day?” That was 2018, when The
Indian Express visited her school
in Dhaulpur, Rajasthan.
Today, with her school shut
in the pandemic lockdown, her
question is starkly different.
“Papa ke liye koi naukri hai Dilli
main (Is there a job for my father
in Delhi)?”
Her father, a daily wage
labourer, has been out of work
for months. While the state government has launched an online
programmelinking13lakhfam-

ilies through WhatsApp groups,
Rakhi isn’t among them.
Her family doesn’t have a
smartphone.
Rakhi’s story shows how
learning in lockdown is more
messy than what advocates of
online teaching would admit.
Every roadmap is riddled with
uncertainties. What will happen
to the countless like Rakhi? Will
they be the new drop-outs? And
when schools reopen, what will
change?
Nobel-winning economist
and MIT professor Abhijit
Banerjee is not despairing. His
work at MIT’s Abdul Latif Jameel
Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL) has
underscored the potential of
technology to improve learning
levels.
“Schools are wonderful ways
for children to socialise, learn to

LOCKDOWN
LESSONS
AN EXPRESS SERIES

PART 3

Studying at home lays bare class divide. Express
sit in one place, listen to the
teacher drone on and on. Those
are essential skills. But the paradox is, some of the stuff online is
so good, so compelling — a Khan
Academy session, for instance —

that without schools, children
won’t learn these essential skills
of learningtositinoneplace,being bored, etc,” he says.
Getting bored may be a
needed skill, suggests Anurag

Kundu, member of the Delhi
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights. He says education
is more than about “learning algebra on a tab”.
“It’s about social behaviour,
learning to understand others’
emotions and your own. When
schools reopen, yes, educational
technology will play a more
dominant role than was earlier,
but I don’t think it will change
how we look at education in the
first place.”
TheDelhigovernment,which
Kundu represents in DCPCR, has
triedtokeeplearninggoinginits

schools with live YouTube sessions and WhatsApp messages.
Yet,ShailendraSharma,principal
advisor in the Delhi government’sDepartmentofEducation,
says the government isn’t all
gung-ho.
And that has to do with the
realisationthatinacountrywith
deep social inequities, where
barely 23.8% households have
access to Internet, lakhs of children could be left behind.
“That’s why we are taking a
verycalibratedapproach.Weare
not in a race to complete the syllabus. Personally, even if one
child is left out of this learning
process, it’s alarming. Because
thisisnotaboutnumbersorpercentages. This is about children,”
says Sharma.
Shashi Banerjee, principal of
Shiv Nadar School, Noida, said:

New Delhi

“What this moment tells you is
that machines should be allowed to do what machines can
do; what they can’t do - pastoral
care, music, art, dance, theatre schools will continue to do.”
But for an education system
that’slongbeencriticisedfor being unimaginative and hackneyed,couldthismomentbethe
one of essential disruption?
“Yes, this disruption was
neededintermsof howwewere
only becoming consumers, how
we were relegating, delegating
to a lesser someone, the excessivematerialismthathadseeped
in, etc. So we needed someone
to stick their neck out and say
let’s redefine what school
means,” says Banerjee.

(SERIESCONCLUDED)
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Top court adjourns hearing on ex-BSF
constable’s plea against Modi election

Classifieds
PERSONAL
I, HAV RAJBINDER SINGH, ARMY
NO.4474939X R/O VPO MASTER
COLONY TARN TARAN TEHTARN TARAN DISTT-TARN
TARAN (P) PIN-143401 HERE BY
INFORM THAT MY SON NAME
GURDIPAK SINGH,TO
GURDEEPAK SINGH FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES BOTH
NAME BELONGS TO SAME
PERSON.
0040537999-7
I, Sidartha Kumar, father of
Siddhi Dhyamna, holder of
Indian Passport:- NoM3456103, issued at Delhi on
24/11/2014, Permanent
resident of E-38, Budh Vihar,
Badarpur, New Delhi-110044,
and presently residing at-306118 Edinburgh Place,
Saskatoon, SK S7H 5J7, do
hereby change the name, of
my daughter from SIDDHI to
SIDDHI DHYAMNA with
immediate effect.

PUBLIC NOTICE

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
Friday adjourned for two weeks
the hearing on a plea by former
BSFconstableTejBahadur Yadav
challengingtheelectionof Prime
Minister Prime Minister
Narendra Modi from Varanasi
Lok Sabha seat.
A bench headed by Chief
Justice S A Bobde adjourned the
hearing on a request by Yadav,

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client DATARAM R/o H. NO. C-50,
PALAM VINOD PURI RZC-50, PALAM
VILLAGE, SOUTH-WEST DELHI110045 has disowned/debarred his
SON “RAVI SHANKAR” his wife
“NEHA” from his movable/ immovable
properties and has severed all relatons
due to their misbehavior, out of control
nature any body dealing with them. My
client will not be responsible for their
act/deeds.
RAJESH KUMAR
ADVOCATE)
Ch. No. 337,
Lawyers Chamber Block
ROHINI COURT, NEW DELHI-110085
Mobile No.: 9266314430

who sought four weeks.
The top court, in May 2019,
had dismissed his petition challenging the EC’s decision to reject his nomination papers for
contesting the general elections
from the Varanasi.
Yadav hit the headlines in
2017 when he posted a video
complainingaboutthequalityof
food served to troops.
ENS

0040537987-1
HAV SHIV SINGH ARMY NO4475037P R/O AKBARAPUR PO
CHHIBRAMAU TEH
CHHIBRAMAU DISTT KANNAUJ
(UP) PIN-209721 HERE BY,
INFORM THAT WIFE NAME
SMT-SUBODH TO SMT SUBODH
KUMARI FOR ALL PURPOSES
BOTH NAME BELONGS TO
SAME PERSON.
0040537999-8
HAV BRAJESH SINGH ARMY NO.
4474493N R/O VILL NAGLA
MAHUA PO JOT TEH
BHONGAON DISTT MAINPURI
(UP) PIN-209720 HERE BY
INFORM THAT MY WIFE NAME
SMT-SANDHYA TO SMT
SANDHYA DEVI FOR ALL
FUTURE PURPOSES BOTH
NAME BELONGS TO SAME
PERSON.
0040537999-6
I SONU S/O NARENDER R/o.
H.No-467/2, Ward No.2, Garhi
Mohalla, Rohtak-124001,
haryana. have changed my
name to Sonu Jangra.
0040537999-2
I Shikha Chadha W/O, Ajay
Chadha R/o 201, Ground Floor
Bank Enclave, Near Laxmi
Nagar, Delhi-110092 have
changed my name to Shikha
Singh for all purposes.
0040537988-1
I, PRAKRAM SINGH S/OJAGDISH PRASAD SINGH
RATHORE, H.NO.C-23A,
MAHINDRA-PARK PANKHAROAD, UTTAMNAGAR,
DWARKA DELHI-110059.
changed my name to
PARAKRAM SINGH RATHORE.
0040537999-4
I, Ranjit Jain, S/O late Jhanwar
lal Golcha, R/o G-3/43,44 First
Floor, Sector-11, Rohini, Delhi
110085, have changed my
name Ranjit Jain to Ranjit
Golcha, for all purposes.
0040537975-1
I, SMT.SUREKHA SAHADEV
HIRATTI W/O NO-3206139A
L/NK HANAMANTH BASAPPA
VYAPARAKI R/O-VPOTUKKANATTI, TEH-GOKAK,
DISTT-BELGAUM, KARNATAKA591224. have changed my
name,from SMT.SUREKHA
SAHADEV HIRATTI to
SMT.SUREKHA HANAMANTH
VYAPARAKI,for all,future
purposes.
0040537999-5
I, Samta Jain, W/O Ranjit
Golcha, R/o G-3/43,44 First
Floor, Sector-11, Rohini, Delhi
110085, have changed my
name Samta Jain to Samta
Golchha, for all purposes.
0040537975-2
I, Satnam Singh S/o Bhupinder
Singh Gahlla R/o-72-A, PocketA-9, Gomti-Apartment, DDAFlats, Kalkaji, New Delhi19,have changed my name to
Satnam Singh Gahlla,for all
purposes.
0040537999-3
I, Shiv Kumar Soni S/o Lal
Chand Soni R/o-A-1/35, UpperGround Floor, Rohini Sector-8
Delhi, changed my name to
Shiv Soni.
0040537999-1

LOST & FOUND
I, have lost my Original Property
documents including C-Form,
D-Form, Occupancy Certificate,
M.C.D Factory Licence and
Sanction Letter of PropertyNo-A-81/1, G.T.Karnal Road,
Industrial Area, Near Azadpur,
Delhi-110033. Finder please
return papers to Arun Singal,
R/o-A-35, Gulmohar Park, New
Delhi-49, Ph-011-46021110
0040537987-2

PUNJAB INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT BOARD (PIDB)
DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
PUBLIC NOTICE

MISSION DIRECTOR, NATIONAL HEALTH MISSION, J&K

Jammu Office: Regional Institute of Health & Family Welfare,
Nagrota, Jammu - 181221
Fax: 0191-2674114; Telephone: 2674244; e-mail: mdnhmjk@gmail.com
Kashmir Office: Block ‘A’, Ground Floor, Old Secretariat, Srinagar Pin: 190001
Fax: 0194-2470486; 2477309; Telephone: 2477337; e-mail: mdnhmjk@gmail.com
NHM Help Line for Jammu Division: 18001800104; Kashmir Division: 18001800102

Notice Inviting Proposal(s) from ICMR approved Labs for
undertaking RT-PCR Testing, alongwith Reporting as per
ICMR Testing Protocols of Samples from J&K for COVID-19
PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform all concerned
that my client Ms Mala W/o Shri
Ravi , R/o House No. W/Z-5, OM
Vihar face-II, Near Angels Public
School, New Delhi, has
disowned and dis-inherited her
both sons Sagar and his wife
Neha , Amit and his wife Meena ,
from all the movable and
immovable properties of my
above client. My client shall not
be liable for the any act of the
said Persons.
Vijay Mehta Advocate
Chamber No. 707, 7th Floor,
Dwarka Court Complex, Dwarka,
New Delhi-110075

Àff½fÊªfd³fIY Àfc¨f³ff

Àf½fÊÀff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W` dI ¸fZSm
¸fb½fd¢I »fûÔ (1) ßfe¸f°fe I üVf»f QZ½fe ´f°³fe ßfe
Àfb³fe»f AüS (2) ßfe Àfb³fe»f ´fbÂf ßfe ²f¸fÊ´ff»f Qû³fûÔ
d³f½ffÀfe B-64 Àf°¹f d½fWfS ¦f»fe ³fa.-2, ¶fbS fOÞ e
dQ»»fe-110084, ³fZ A´f³fZ Qû³fûÔ ´fbÂffZÔ (1) Sd½f ½f
CÀfI e ´f°³fe ³fe°fc dÀfaW ½f C³fIZ ¶f¨¨fûÔ (2) I ³³fc
½f CÀfI e ´f°³fe ´fied°f ½f C³fIZ ¶f¨¨fûÔ I û C³fIZ
Qb½¹fÊ½fWfS, ¦ff»fe ¦f»fü¨f °f±ff A·fQi ½¹f½fWfS IZ
I fS¯f A´f³fe Àf¸fÀ°f ¨f»f-A¨f»f Àfa´fdØf ÀfZ ¶fZQ£f»f
I S Qû³fûÔ ´fbÂfûÔ ÀfZ Àfa¶fa²f d½f¨LZ Q I S dQ¹fZ W`Ô Ü ·fd½f¿¹f
¸fZÔ C³fÀfZ I ûBÊ ·fe dI Àfe ·fe ´fiI fS I f »fZ³f QZ³f
I S°ff W` °fû CÀfI f dªf¸¸fZQfS ½fW À½f¹fa Wû¦ff ¸fZSm
¸fb½fd¢I »fûÔ I e I ûBÊ dªf¸¸fZQfSe ³fWeÔ Wû¦feÜ
Parkash Chand
(Advocate)
Enrol. No. D-9065/2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is for general information
that I, Vijay Kumar Meena S/o
Tulsi Ram R/o D-39, Sector
Gama 1, Greater Noida,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, U.P.201306 declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as Vijay Kumar in my
Educational documents. The
actual name of mine is Vijay
Kumar Meena respectively
which may be amended
accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT MS. SANGITA RANI D/O SH,
K.R.ARYA R/O H.NO-305, 1ST-FLOOR,
POCKET-4, SECTOR-22, ROHINI, DELHI,
SEVERE ALL HER RELATION AND DEBAR
HER HUSBAND SURENDER GOSWAMI
FROM
ALL
HER MOVABLE AND
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES DUE TO HIS
MISCONDUCT AND MISBEHAVOIUR WITH
MY CLIENT. IN FUTURE MY CLIENT WILL
NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY
ACT/DEED COMMITTED BY HIM &
ANYONE DEALING WITH HIM DOING AT
THEIR OWN RISK AND CONSEQUENCE.
VIKASH TRIVEDI
ADVOCATE
LAWYER CHAMBER NO. 704,
SAKET COURT COMPLEX
NEW DELHI-110017
ENRL. NO. D/4874/2015
MOB: 8860444454/34

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known that my client SMT. RENUKA
AGGARWAL W/O LATE SHRI HARI
MOHAN AGGARWAL resident of BM-2,
(West), Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088,
disowned and severe all relationship with her
son namely SH. MADHUR AGGARWAL and
his wife SMT. SALONI AGGARWAL, and
debarred them from all her/their movable and
immovable properties acquired or to be
acquired because of family dispute, so my
client have broken all relations from them.
Any person dealing and having relation with
them in any manner shall be at their own risk,
cost & consequences and my client shall not
be responsible for any act and deed of the
aforesaid.
Sd/VISHAL SINGH (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D-749/2014

In view of heavy in-flow of returnees to J&K, including students,
labourers, etc., and in reference to the Standard Operating Procure
(SOP) for regulating the movement of migrant workers, stranded students and others, as approved by the Competent Authority, proposal(s) are hereby invited from ICMR approved labs for undertaking RTPCR testing, and reporting, of samples from J&K for COVID-19, in
time-bound manner, strictly on following terms & conditions:
a) Concerned Medical/ Para-Medical Staff at the designated
COVID-19 facility(ies) shall collect the samples and pack the
same, duly labelled, in transport container(s) having requisite
temperature as per the protocol;
b) Empanelled Lab(s) shall have to arrange for transportation of
samples from the concerned Health Institutions/ other Collection
Centres to its respective Testing Site(s) at own cost and risk;
c) Samples, and patient details, will be provided by the State
(Divisional) Surveillance Officer(s), Jammu/ Kashmir;
d) Empanelled Lab(s) should take all precautions required for handling and transportation of samples collected and make sure that
the samples should reach to Testing Site within 10-14 hours from
collecting the samples;
e) Empanelled Lab(s) is required to provide a tool to register/ track
the samples;
f) Designated carrier of the Empanelled Lab(s) will collect packed
samples from the concerned Location(s), or any other location
specified by the State (Divisional) Surveillance Officer(s),
Jammu/ Kashmir, and issue receipt of the same before transporting the same to the Testing Site;
g) Empanelled Lab(s) shall ensure testing and reporting of samples
strictly as per ICMR protocol;
h) Reporting TAT would be between 24 to 36 Hours post receipt of
samples at Testing Site and reports will be shared with the
respective State (Divisional) Surveillance Officer(s), Jammu/
Kashmir. In view of sensitivity of the matter and exigency of
reports, no payment shall be made for the samples reported after
TAT;
i) Empanelled Lab(s) will have to share test results with Govt. of
J&K/ other Competent Authority(ies)/ State (Divisional)
Surveillance Officer(s), Jammu/ Kashmir, on daily basis, through
e-Mail(s);
j) Empanelled Lab(s) will assign District-wise coordinators for
smooth coordination with concerned Chief Medical Officer(s),
Epidemiologists, Microbiologists and IDSP;
k) In case the Health & Medical Education Deptt., J&K augment the
in-house testing capabilities, job assigned to Empanelled Lab(s)
may be suspended. If the need arises, Health & Medical
Education Deptt./ NHM, J&K may consider to reduce/ increase
the total tests to be assigned to Empanelled Lab(s). In such case,
rates and other terms & conditions shall be re-negotiated and all
such modifications shall be agreed in writing;
l) Empanelled Lab(s) will submit weekly Invoice(s) to respective
State (Divisional) Surveillance Officer(s), Jammu/ Kashmir, who
will forward the bills, alongwith verified reports of all the samples
reported within TAT, to the State Health Society, NHM, J&K for
release of payment in favour of the Lab, on weekly basis;
m) Cost of the proposed testing services will be met out from the
funds provided under “COVID-19 Emergency Response and
Health System Strengthening Preparedness Package”;
n) In order to ensure time bound reporting of all the samples, all
such proposal(s) which are within the price range of 15% from
the L-1, be accorded an opportunity to match rate(s) with L-1,
and in case any such proposer(s) is willing to match its rate(s)
with L-1, suitable opportunity will be provided to such
proposer(s).
o) NMH, J&K reserves the right to split the total samples among the
empanelled ICMR approved laboratories for undertaking testing
and reporting. While sending/ allocating the samples, preference
may be given to a lab with large capacity that can be allocated for
J&K; and
p) By submitting the proposal(s), concerned Labs agrees that NHM,
J&K is not assuring any Minimum Order Quantity (MOQ) and may
discontinue the services, if required as per the circumstances,
without assigning any reasons therefor. Such discontinuation, if
required, shall not hamper release of any pending payments
towards tests already reported by the concerned Lab(s).
q) Current engagement shall remain valid till 30th June 2020, unless
terminated earlier. If required, NHM, J&K may consider to extend
the validity of the engagement beyond 30th June 2020. Further,
depending on the market conditions, and in the broader interest
of public healthcare, NHM J&K may request for downward revision of rate(s) per test. All such changes shall be effective only
after mutually agreed in writing.
r) NHM, J&K reserves the right to cancel the notice without giving
any reasons thereof and not bound to accept the proposals
received.

Development, Completion, Operation & Maintenance
of Circuit House at Amritsar under Public Private
Partnership (PPP) mode on DBOFT basis
PROJECT DETAILS
Punjab Infrastructure Development Board (PIDB) is the Nodal
Agency of Government of Punjab, for Development of Infrastructure
Projects on Public Private Partnership (PPP) Mode, in the State of
Punjab. PIDB, Department of General Administration has decided to
take up the Development, Completion, Operation & Maintenance of
Circuit House at Amritsar under Public Private Partnership (PPP).
BRIEF PROJECT STRUCTURE
The Private Sector Player (hereinafter referred as the
“Concessionaire”) shall be required to Complete, Develop, Operate
and Maintain Circuit House at Amritsar with 5-Star Hotel rating as
per Ministry of Tourism (MoT) guidelines. Private Sector Player
(PSP) shall Complete and Develop the project and thereby operate
and maintain the facility for the entire Concession Period. The period of the Concession for this project shall be 30 (Thirty) years which
includes construction period of 18 (Eighteen) Months. PSP shall
Develop, Complete, Operate and Maintain all 70 Rooms. Total 17
Rooms including 2 VVIP Suites shall be reserved with the
Department of General Administration. The project shall be awarded
to such bidder who shall offer the highest Annual Concession Fee
(ACF) over and above an amount of INR 30 Lakhs for the
Concession granted.
PUBLIC NOTICE
As part of the procedure defined in the provisions of Punjab
Infrastructure Development & Regulation Act 2002, (PIDRA-2002),
before the bidding for the Development of the Project is carried out,
a Public hearing is required to be conducted by the Punjab
Infrastructure Regulatory Authority (PIRA)'Inviting Objections/
Suggestions/ Comments from the Public.
Accordingly, Punjab lnfrastructure Regulatory Authority (PIRA)
has decided to conduct the Public Hearing. The proposed
Development of the said (Project) is hereby published for general
information. A copy of the Feasibility Report can be obtained by submitting a Demand Draft of Rs. 2500/- (Rupees Two Thousand and
Five Hundred only) in favour of Punjab Infrastructure Development
Board (PIDB), payable at Chandigarh, from its office on or before
04.06.2020.
Notice is hereby given to all concerned to file Suggestions/Views/
Comments and objections, if any, on the proposed project, to the
Managing Director, PIDB, SCO: 33-34-35, Sector 34-A, Chandigarh
within 15 days of the publication of this Notice. Besides, a Public
Hearing will also be held under the Chairperson, Punjab
Infrastructure Regulatory Authority (PIRA) which can be attended by
any person including bonafide residents, Non-Government
Organizations and Others, located at the project sites of displacement likely to be affected by the proposed Infrastructure Project and
other members of Public. Oral and Written submission can also be
made during the Public Hearing. The time schedule for public hearing is as below:

Sr. Project Name
Timings
Venue
No.
1. Development, Completion, 08.06.2020 Bachat Bhawan,
Operation & Maintenance
at
Ranjit Avenue,
of Circuit House at Amritsar 11.30 A.M.
Block-A,
on PPP mode
Amritsar
No TA/DA will be admissible for attending the Public hearing.
Managing Director,
Punjab Infrastructure Development Board,
SCO: 33-34-35, Sector 34-A,
Chandigarh.
C-915/Pb

PM announces aid
for cyclone-battered
West Bengal, Odisha
RAVIK BHATTACHARYA
& ATRI MITRA
KOLKATA, MAY 22

PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi
on Friday did an aerial survey of
cyclone-affected areas of West
Bengal and Odisha and announcedadvancefinancialassistanceofRs1,000croreandRs500
crore, respectively, for the two
states.
In Bengal, Modi did an aerial
survey of areas affected by cyclone Amphan in North and
South 24 Parganas with Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee and
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar.
In neighbouring Odisha, he
surveyed districts such as
Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapara,
Bhadrak, Balasore, Jajpur and
Mayurbhanj for about 90 minutes, PTI reported from
Bhubaneswar.Hethen heldareview meeting with Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik and
Governor Ganeshi Lal.
UnionministersDharmendra
PradhanandPratapSarangiwere
also present at the review meeting held at the premises of Biju
Patnaik International Airport in
Bhubaneswar.
Afteranadministrativemeeting at Basirhat College, in West
Bengal’s North 24 Parganas,
wherehishelicopterlandedafter
the aerial survey, Modi said, “The
(Union) government will make
arrangementsofanadvanceofRs
1,000 crore towards relief and
restoration. Rs 2 lakh will be paid

Govt trials in-house video
conferencing platform
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 22

A VIDEO-CONFERENCING platform developed in-house by the
governmentwasusedforthefirst
timeonFridayinanofficialmeeting chaired by Union minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad.
The Communications and
InformationTechnologyMinister
used the software built by the
Center for Development of
Telematics (C-DOT)-a research
body under the Department of
Telecommunications-tospeakto
40 chief postmaster generals
aboutensuringessentialsupplies
of medicine, as well as financial
deliveryandtele-medicineinrural areas of the country.
Its development began
roughly a year ago, in acknowledgement of the lack of domestically-made video conferencing
tools, a ministry official told The
Indian Express.
SimilartoZoom,theplatform

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

has the capacity for a drawing
board,powerpointpresentations,
recordings, and audience polls.
The trial of this software, yet
to be named, comes on the heels
of trialsof twootherplatformsolutions built by C-DOT and the IT
Ministry’s National Informatics
Center. Government personnel
are providing feedback on two
new group messaging services,
similar to WhatsApp, which also
have audio and video calling features.
Theseplatformshaveoptions
toautomaticallydeletemessages
aftertherecipienthasreceivedit,
passcode features blocking unwarranted viewers of private
messages, and no limits on the
number of group members.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 22

THE SUPREME Court Friday issued a notice to the
Centre and Chinese video-conferencing app Zoom
on a petition that sought a ban on the popular software — due to over alleged security flaws and privacy concerns — “until an appropriate legislation is
put in place”.
A bench comprising Chief Justice S A Bobde and
Justices A S Bopanna and Hrishikesh Roy issued the
noticeonthepleabyHarshChugh,aDelhiresident,
who claimed the app violated provisions of the
Information Technology Act.
Thebenchslatedthematterfor
hearing after four weeks.
The petition contended that
Zoom“practicesdatahoardingand
cyber hoarding which includes
mass storage of personal data ”.
Itsaidthatthegovernment,too,
has recognised the risk to the privacyofusersbuthas“nottakenany
stepstoprotectthegeneralpublic”.
Citing news reports, it claimed
theappdidnotuseend-to-endencryption and was selling user info
toFacebookwithouttheirconsent.

Response
from
Proposer

Name of ICMR Approved Lab
Authorised representative & Name, Email and
Phone No
Address
ICMR Approved ID/ Reference No., if any
Address of Lab where Testing and Reporting will be
made with respect to Samples from J&K
Total Daily Testing Capacity of the Lab for COVID-19
Daily capacity engaged for testing of COVID-19 work
orders from other States/ UTs
Daily capacity offered to be reserved for testing of
COVID-19 samples from J&K
Plans to enhance testing capacity. If yes, details
thereof
Rates offered, inclusive of transportation cost, taxes/
other charges, for testing & reporting of samples
from J&K – Rate per sample tested & reported

Proposal shall be submitted on the letter-head of ICMR approved
laboratory and proposal shall be duly signed by the authorised representative(s) of the lab. Proposal shall be password protected. On
the date of proposal opening, Proposal Evaluation Committee will
write an email to the authorised signatory of the laboratory, who have
submitted the proposal, for sharing of password of the proposal.
Accordingly, proposals shall be opened by the Committee and rates
quoted by the agencies will be documented and results shall be published on the website www.jknhm.com.
Sd/- Mission Director
National Health Mission, J&K.
No: SHS/NHM/J&K/COVID-19/

Ravi
Shankar
Prasad

SC issues notice to Centre
on plea seeking Zoom ban

Detailed Proposal(s), with following format, shall reach to
the undersigned on e-mail ID: mdnhmjk@gmail.com from
three (3) days from the date of this notice:
S.
Particulars
No.

tofamilymembersofpeoplewho
diedfromthePrimeMinister’srelief fund, (and) Rs 50,000 will be
paidtoeachpersoninjuredinthe
cyclone.”
He said, “I was in touch with
everyoneconnectedwithtackling
the cyclone. The state government and the Centre both tried
hard to minimise the cyclone’s
impact, but unfortunately we
couldnotsaveabout80lives.Both
the Centre and the State extends
condolences to the families of
those who died.”
Modisaid,“Power,agriculture
and telecom sectors saw loses.
Infrastructure and business sector also saw losses. I did an aerial
survey with the CM and the
Governor. The state government
gave me primary assessment of
losses. A detailed survey will be
done. We will also send a central
team, which will also visit the affected areas and assess the loss.
Wewillworktogetherinrelief,rehabilitation and restoration.”
TheCentre,heassured,willdo
“whatever is needed, following
rules, to help Bengal”.
Banerjeesaid,“ThePMhadassured us Rs 1,000 crore immediately. I have told him to send his
teamforassessment...Wearedoing our (own) assessment. We
willgiveacomprehensivereport.
I have requested him to give
whatever he wants as soon as
possible.... I told him that the
Centre owes us Rs 53,000 crore
and requested him to give us
somehelpnow.Thelosscouldbe
more than Rs 1 lakh crore...”

DIPK/NB-356/20
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KILLED IN UP’S MIRZAPUR, THEY WERE TRAVELLING TO BIHAR

DELHI CONFIDENTIAL

Sleeping by road on way
home, 3 cousins run over

ASAD REHMAN

LUCKNOW, MAY 22

SMELLS LIKE TEAM SPIRIT

WITH THE lockdown easing up and the BJP headquarters becomingmoreactive,speculationhasbegunoverthenewteam
under party chief J P Nadda. Although Nadda took over as the
partypresidentinJanuary,hehasnotyetgothisteaminplace.
With elections due in Bihar later this year; and by-elections in
Madhya Pradesh to determine the future of Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, one argument is that the party revamp would happen only after a Cabinet expansion. But many leaders say the
party has to be in vigorous form for the polls. While not many
expect drastic changes, there will definitely be some elevations and fresh faces in Nadda’s team, it seems.

MAKING A POINT

A DAY before the Opposition meeting, CPI(M) general secretary Sitaram Yechury had put out the demands he was going
to raise at the meeting. And of the eight points he had made,
six appeared almost verbatim in the joint statement issued
by the parties. One Opposition leader said the statement was
drafted by Yechury himself but was read out by a Congress
leader at the meeting so that the Trinamool Congress was not
upset. It is said Ghulam Nabi Azad suggested that fellow
Congress leader Randeep Surjewala should read out the draft.
Now the parties plan to set up a five-member committee to
chalk out protest actions. One gets to hear that representatives of the Congress, DMK, Left, NCP and RJD may be among
its members.

SAFETY FIRST
WHILENOemployeeof theElectionCommissionhasyetbeen
tested positive for coronavirus, the Commission isn’t taking
any chances and has set up a task force of officers to deal with
any case of infection among employees or their family members. This committee is expected to liaison with hospitals if a
case is reported and assist the employee or family members
in hospitalisation, if needed.

Delhi HC seeks response from
NIA on Navlakha bail plea
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 22

THE DELHI High Court on Friday
sought the NIA’s response on a
pleabyactivistGautamNavlakha,
seeking interim bail in the Elgaar
Parishad case on the ground that
duetohis“advancedage”,heisat
a“higherrisk”ofbeinginfectedby
Covid-19 in jail.
Navlakha, 67, said he has a
“pre-existing underlying” medical condition and that he would

not be able to “practice or ensure
sufficient social distancing and
take necessary precautions”.
The plea came up for hearing
before Justice Anup Jairam
Bhambhani,whodirectedtheNIA
to file its reply by Tuesday and
listedthematterforfurtherhearing on May 27. The NIA counsel
said interim bail should not be
granted at this stage.
Navlakha surrendered before
the NIA in Delhi on April 14 and
wastransferredtojudicialcustody
at Tihar jail on April 25.

Govt reverses CPCB order,
allows PoP for making idols
New Delhi: After receiving numerous representations from different state organisations, the Union
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate
Change Friday reversed an order passed by the
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) earlier this
monthtoallowidolstobemadewithPlasterof Paris
and thermocol for the upcoming Ganesh Chaturthi
and Durga Puja. “The restriction
onPlasterof ParisforGaneshidols
has been lifted for one year,’’
Environment Minister Prakash
Javadekar tweeted.
On May 13, CPCB had passed
an order banning use of plastic,
thermocol and PoP in making
idols.
ENS
TDI REALCON PRIVATE LIMITED
Formerly known as Navjoti Overseas Private Limited

CIN No. U70200DL1995PTC0704 65

PUBLIC NOTICE

M/s TDI Realcon Pvt. Ltd. having its registered office at
UGF, Vandana Building, 11, Tolstoy Marg, New Delhi110001 is pleased to inform that the "Group Housing
project at Sector-64, Sonipat, Haryana'' has been
accorded with Environmental Clearance vide Ref No.
No F. no. 21-105/2018-IA-III Dated 23rd May, 2019 from
Ministry of Environment & Forests, Govt. of India. The
copies of the clearance letters are available with the
Ministry of Environment & Forests and can also be seen
of their website www.envofor.nic.in.
Dated: 23.03.2020

M/s TDI Relacon Pvt. Ltd.
For TDI Relacon Private Limited
Sd/Director/ Auth. Signatory.

davp 25131/11/0001/2021

THREE MIGRANT labourers on
their way to Gopalganj district in
BiharwerekilledinMirzapurdistrictofUttarPradeshonFridayafter a truck ran over them while
they were sleeping on an empty
patch of land.
The three, who were cousins,
had hired a car for Rs 70,000 to
take them from Mumbai to their
home in Bihar. Their families had
cobbled together the money by
borrowingfrommoneylendersin
their village.
Thevictimswereidentifiedas
Raju Singh (23), Amit Singh (26)
and Saurabh Kumar (23). They
were five others in the car— four
migrantworkersandadriver.The

labourers used to work at an infrastructure firm in Mumbai’s
Andheri,earningaboutRs10,000
a month.
“The accident happened between5and6am.Thedriversurvived,whilethreemigrantworkers succumbed. The victims and
the survivors were sent in separate vehicles. Four were from
Gopalganj,whilethreewerefrom
Vaishali in Bihar. Of the four from
Gopalganj, three died,” said
Mirzapur SP Dharmveer Singh.
Asked about the cause of the
accident, the SP said, “The truck
drivereithersleptofforthesteering failed. We will investigate
that.”
The police have lodged a case
against the driver, 46-year-old
Rambaran, under IPC sections
304-A (causing death by negli-

gence),and279(rashdriving).“He
was arrested from the spot,” said
Lalganj Station House Officer
Harishchandra Saroj.
Inastatement,theSPsaidthe
labourerswererestingoutsidethe
house of a block chief in Lalganj,
around 40 feet from the main
road,whentheincidentoccurred.
“In the car, three people were
sleeping, while outside on the
grass four were sleeping. An
empty truck came and lost controlandcrushedtheworkers.Two
peoplediedonthespot,whileone
died in the hospital. The accused
has been arrested,” Singh added.
ChiefMinisterYogiAdityanath
expressed grief over the mishap
andannouncedcompensationof
Rs2lakhforthedeceased,anddirected officials to ensure treatment for the injured.

Can’t get image out of our heads:
father of girl crushed by truck

Six of family among nine
found dead in Andhra well
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, MAY 22

THE BODIES of nine people, including six people of one family, were found in a well in
Warangal Rural district since
Thursday evening, police said
on Friday.
While five bodies were discovered on Thursday evening
in the well — situated beside a
cold storage unit in Gorrekunta
village — four others were
found on Friday morning.
Among the deceased, police
have identified Maqsood Alam
and his wife Nisha, who were
from West Bengal and had migrated to Warangal to work as
labourers some 20 years ago.
The deceased also include the
couple’s sons — Sohail and
Shabad — their daughter, and
her three-year-old son.
The other three deceased
were identified by the police as
Shakeel Ahmed hailing from
Tripura, and Sriram and Shyam
from Bihar.

According to Assistant
Commissioner of Police Shyam
Sundar, Maqsood and his family used to work in a jute mill
nearby, where they stitched
bags.
They were renting a residence in Karimabad village but
had moved to a room in the
mill godown after the Covid-related lockdown was announced. While they were living on the ground floor, the two
youths from Bihar stayed on
the first floor.
The owner of the mill, S
Bhaskar, said he visited the facility on Thursday and found
Maqsood and his family missing. As their mobile phones
were switched off, he informed
the police.
Initially, police suspected
involvement of the Bihar
youths in the disappearance of
the family but after their bodies were found on Friday, all
their deaths turned into a
mystery.
On Thursday evening,
Bhaskar and others discovered

ASAD REHMAN

LUCKNOW, MAY 22
“MY WIFE Seema (31) has not
sleptforasecond.Shecan’tforget
the sight of the girl’s body after it
came under the truck. She sat
wailing on the highway, with the
girlinherlap.Howcanwegetthe
image out of our heads?” said
Shikhwar (35), who lost his sixyear-old daughter in a road accident on Tuesday. Priyanka was
crushed by a truck in Kisni police
station area of Mainpuri district.
Sixteen people, including five
children, had on Monday started
from Gosgarh village in Gurgaon,
wheretheyworked,fora580-km
journey back to Baburi village in
Sitapur dictrict.
“Weleftinagroup.Therewere
families of my brother Kamlu,
brother-in-lawAnkitandme,and
some others from our village,”
said Shikhwar, who reached his
village Tuesday night with the
body of his daughter. Priyanka
was buried on Wednesday.
Recallingtheaccident,Shikhwar’s brother Kamlu Kumar (30)
said,“UntilMainpuri,wetravelled
in trucks and buses, and walked
somedistancetoo.Ourtruckwas
stopped by officials in Mainpuri,
and we were busy offloading our
belongings. Priyanka somehow
got off the truck. She came under
thewheelsof atruck.Bythetime
we saw her, it was too late.”
Headded,“Priyanka’slegand
handwerecrushed.Mysister-inlaw sat on the road with her.”
SHO of Kisni, Mainpuri,
OmhariBajpaisaid,“Theaccident

Priyanka (in pink dress) with her family at a camp in
Mathura on Monday, a day before she died. Express
happened around 7 am Tuesday,
whenatruckdriverwastryingto
overtake another truck on the
highway.Itwasduetohismistake
that the accident happened.”
Thedriver,Arvind(28),wasarrestedonWednesdayandsentto
jail.HewasbookedunderIPCsections 304-A (causing death by
negligence) and 279 (rash driving). “After the post-mortem, we
sent the body home in an ambulance with some family members,” said the SHO.
The 16 people from Sitapur
village had set out from Gurgaon
onTuesday,witheachfamilycar-

rying Rs 500-1,000.
“If we had money, we would
havetakenatrain or abus. But all
our money was spent on surviving during the lockdown. Drivers
allowed us to travel in their vehiclesforfreebecausetheyfeltpity
for us,” said Kamlu.
HisfamilybelongstotheDalit
community.
Kamlu and the other men in
the family worked on farms or at
constructionsitesasdailywagers
andmadearoundRs500ondays
they got work, while the women
looked after the children and the
household.
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HARYANA STAFF SELECTION COMMISSION
BAYS NO. 67-70, SECTOR-2, PANCHKULA-134105
Phone No. 0172-2586501, Website: www.hssc.gov.in
PUBLIC NOTICE

In continuation of Haryana Staff Selection Commission’s
notice dated 15.05.2020 against Advt. No. 06/2006, Cat. No.
23 for the post of PTI.
It is notified for the information of all concerned that keeping in view the convenience of candidates, Haryana Staff
Selection Commission has decided to provide one more
chance for applying against advertisement No. 6/2006, Cat.
No. 23 for the post of PTI to those candidates who had earlier applied for the said post and their name is not found
mentioned in the list available on HSSC website i.e.
www.hssc.gov.in and www.recruitment-portal.in. Accordingly,
these candidates may now contact the HSSC office from
26.05.2020 to 29.05.2020 along with proof of depositing the
application form, original mark-sheets/certificates, etc in
support of their academic qualification and proof of having
deposited the requisite fee .
The online application can be filled up from 26th May,
2020 to 10th June, 2020 till 5.00 P.M. through website i.e.
www.recruitment-portal.in. Thereafter website link will be disabled. The candidates are strictly advised to apply online
application forms well in time without waiting for the last date.
However, the eligibility conditions regarding age, academic
qualification etc. for the said post will be the same as per
Advertisement No. 6/2006, dated 20.07.2006 and will remain
unchanged.
The other terms & conditions of Advt. No. 06/2006 and
notice dated 15.05.2020 will remain the same.
Note-1: If a candidate/applicant does not apply afresh
against this notice he/she will not be allowed to participate in recruitment process and he/she will be
deemed to have foregone his/her right.
Note-2: No other chance will be provided.
Sd/Place: Panchkula
Under Secretary,
Dated: 22nd May, 2020 Haryana Staff Selection Commission,
Panchkula.
81009/Hry

New Delhi

the first five bodies in the well.
On Friday morning, Police
drained the well and found the
other four bodies. Police said
they also found half-eaten food
in the room where Maqsood’s
family was living. The bodies
have been sent for a postmortem.
“Maqsood’s family has been
living here since 20 years.
Shakeel used to work as a
driver at the jute mill while
Shyam and Sriram worked in
the mill. Maqsood’s daughter is
divorced and she also lived
with them with 3-year-old son.
There are no injuries on the
bodies. If it was a suicide pact,
only the family of six would
have committed suicide but
there are three other bodies.
We are investigating several
angles,’’ ACP Sundar said.
The owner of the jute mill
told the police that although
the factory was closed, the family as well as the three others
had enough dry ration and
money and were not under
distress.
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RAMNATH GOENKA

War of maps and words points to deterioration of India-Nepal
relationship. Delhi needs to reach out, mend ties

I

NDIA-NEPAL RELATIONS HAVE touched an unfortunate low with a spat over territory that was barely in the public domain before last year. The allusion by the
ArmyChief,GeneralMMNaravane,of aChinahandbehindNepal’snewassertiveness, did not help. It made the issue seem bigger by making it appear as if Nepal
has no mind of its own, provoked more anti-India nationalism in that country, and has
helpedPrime Minister Khadga Prasad Oli, who isperceivedinDelhi aspro-China, toshore
up his fraying domestic popularity. Nepal’s claim over Kalapani is not new. It came up
before this most recently when India published a new map in November 2019 to show
the August 5 bifurcation of Jammu & Kashmir. The new map showed Kalapani, Lipulekh
andLimpiyadhuraaspartof PithoragarhdistrictinUttarakhandstate.Nepalhadprotested
strongly then against India’s “unilateral” act, referring to an “understanding” between
the two prime ministers that the issue would be resolved through negotiations. There
were street protests in Nepal at the time. There were more protests earlier this month
when India inaugurated a road up to Lipulekh Pass on the border with China, even as
Indian and Chinese soldiers eyeballed each other in Ladakh. Nepal has now retaliated
with a new map that includes all the territory that it claims, which Delhi has described
as “unjustified cartographic assertion”. Oli, for his part, played to the gallery by describing India as a “virus more dangerous than coronavirus”.
What this war of maps and words really points to is the steady deterioration of the
India-Nepalrelationshipthatdatesbackto2015,whenDelhi’s publiclyairedunhappiness
over thenewNepalConstitution, anditstacitsupportto asix-month-long blockadeof the
landlocked country went a long way in shaping the anti-India sentiment prevalent in
Nepal today. Contrary to what sections of the RSS and BJP had imagined — that the coming to power of the BJP would cement ties between two Hindu majority nations — the old
bonhomie between the political elites has all but evaporated. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s 2018 visit to Nepal could not undo the damage done early in his tenure. It is not
surprising that it was during the 2015-16 blockade that Oli, who was prime minister then
too, began looking to China for assistance. What has been more difficult to understand is
Delhi’s apparent bullheadedness in dealing with a smaller neighbour.
India’s relations with Nepal go back deep in history. It is only when Delhi stops lookingatNepalpurelythroughasecurityprism,andatbilateralrelationsonlyastransactional
and part of a zero sum game with China, can Delhi turn around the potential of this multifaceted relationship to the advantage of both nations. Foreign secretary-level talks with
Kathmandu were to be held after the pandemic passes. It would be better to hold them
at once.

EASY GOING

I

Monetary policy may have greater space to operate.
But there are limits to what it can achieve

N AN UNSCHEDULED meeting, the monetary policy committee (MPC) of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) slashed the benchmark repo rate by 40 basis points.
Cumulatively, since the imposition of the national lockdown in March, the MPC
has cut rates by 115 basis points. The repo rate now stands at 4 per cent. The dovish
toneof thepolicy,aswell astheRBI’sownassessmentof theinflationtrajectory,goingforward, signals room to cut rates further. It also suggests that the committee will continue
to prioritise economic activity over price management — inflation is not the challenge,
growth is. The central bank also noted that the economy is likely to contract this year,
though it refrained from providing an estimate. The negative growth projection doesn’t
come as a surprise — though the RBI’s reluctance to offer an estimate underlines the extent of uncertainty over the state of the economy.
The question now is: Will monetary easing help? Or is it losing its effectiveness?
Demand for credit is likely to remain low as, with continuing economic and health uncertainty,firmsandhouseholdswillpostponetheirdecisions.Moreover,riskaversebanks
are likely to hold back even if there are borrowers. The challenge of ensuring liquidity
flows to the stressed parts of the system will remain. Higher-rated borrowers are likely
to continue to get easy funding, while lower-rated borrowers will struggle — evidenced
in higher credit spreads. The credit guarantees provided by the central government for
lending to MSMEs, NBFCs, MFIs could help moderate sectoral risk aversion, but only to
some extent. The reaction of the bond market to the policy statement was also muted.
Perhaps greater clarity over the scale of the RBI’s open market operations, and the Centre
and states’ borrowing programme for the year, is being awaited. Alongside monetary
easing, the central bank also extended the moratorium on paying instalments on term
loans for another three months, providing further relief to borrowers, both industry and
households — though this means that the extent of the stress stemming from this lockdown on the financial system will only be accurately gauged once this period is over.
The dovish tone of the policy indicates not only further monetary easing, but also the
use of both conventional and unconventional measures down the road to ease the
economic stress. But while monetary policy may have greater space to operate, there
are limitations to what it can achieve. It cannot do the heavy lifting alone. Fiscal support
is needed.

2D ISN’T ENOUGH
Working from home is being hailed as the future of work. But
the workplace is about more than just work

T

HE ALMOST PLANET-WIDE need for physical distancing has, in some ways,
brought people closer together. There’s more time with family — too much, at
times, for many — and catching up remotely with friends across the world.
Yet, for those used to the workday and the workplace, something is missing.
Calldropsandpixellatedvideocallsarejustthetipof theiceberg—andthesesmallinconveniences are more than made up for by the mitigation of the risk of contracting COVID-19.
The Zoom boom — online video conferencing — is being hailed by many as a glimpse
of the future. In the long run, having people work from home will cut the overhead costs
for companies by a huge margin. For employees too, the argument goes, there will be
greater flexibility and “work-life balance”. But as everyone who has ever ridden a seesawwilltellyou, balanceneeds two elements,oneither side of thefulcrum. And forhome
to be a respite from work, and work from home, you need both.
That human beings are social animals, and the internet has enabled and even magnified that aspect of ourselves is evident in the age of social media. But as psychologist
Doreen Dodgen-Magee told The Guardian, “Speaking over video is such a static way of
connecting with people. We’re used to a full sensoryexperience, which is lostwhenwe’re
limited to a small square of someone’s face with audio delays.” The two-dimensional
view, with a little square with our own image playing, is also likely to breed self-obsession (exacerbating the perils of the age of the selfie). At work, we fight, crib, become
friends, get advice — live a full life. Working from home, there is just work. Not the full experience of labour as a part of life.

Work is a necessary evil to be avoided
— MARK TWAIN

The political therapy
Amidpandemic,politicsneedstoresumeinitscore
sense—politicians,partiesneedtoconnectwithpeople

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

ARREST THE SLIDE

WORDLY WISE

Suhas Palshikar
THE PAST TWO months have thrown up an
incongruous image of the politician and the
political party. They are the wielders of
power, they talk of the “people”, but betray
an instinctive choice of “law and order” and
a techno-bureaucratic idea of governance.
Most parties have been on a holiday. Politics
was never a dirtier word than it is today. At
best, it is the season of social work or “constructive criticism”. Except for some moral
indignation uttered on social media, most
“Opposition” parties have remained both
clueless and pathetically silent in the midst
of this unprecedented crisis which is only
worsened by callous policy and a bureaucratic cobweb of regulations.
Where they are ruling in a state, non-BJP
partieshavemadetheusualnoisesaboutdiscrimination and neglect by the Centre. But
unlike the Left Front in Kerala, they have
rarely come up with a robust alternative
route to governance. In Opposition, non-BJP
parties have been lazy in not responding politically at all. It took two full months for the
UPA and some other non-BJP parties even to
think of talking formally to each other. Even
thatmeetingismarkedbytheabsenceof the
BSP, SP and AAP.
WhiletheCongressfinallytooktheinitiative in calling the non-BJP party meet, the
“grandoldparty”hasbeenintheforefrontof
the syndrome of non-political wait and
watch.TheCongresshasmanifesteditsusual
indecision,lethargyandincomprehensionin
its response. It has been wary of being seen
to be opposing the government. This may be
partly due to the pressure of public perception.Butonesuspectsthatthepartyitselfsubscribes to the idea that moments of crisis are
momentsof non-politicalandnon-contested
governmentalauthority.Anotherproblemfor
theCongressisthatitisarulingpartyinsome
stateswhereitsgovernmentsarehappilyusing all the powers that the lockdown has extended to governments. In its approach to
governanceandpolitics,theCongressfailsto
distinguish itself from the BJP.
The biggest worryfor the Congress, however, is its indecision over how much to cater
to the middle classes. This is a genuine
dilemma. The middle classes control public
discourse. The Congress keeps hoping that

After two difficult months of
lockdown, India stands
humbled - by the virus, of
course; but more than that,
by the treatment meted out
to its most vulnerable
sections; humbled, also, by
the fact that a large lower
stratum of so-called middle
classes will have lost its
source of livelihood. At a
moment when governments
needed to be more
deliberative, we have a
government beset with
uncontrollably delusional
self-belief. At a moment
when governance needed to
be ever more responsive and
democratic, we have chosen
to celebrate the culture of
obedience, inculcate
bureaucratic
authoritarianism and be
happy with platitudes.

by talking the language of governance it can
woo the middle classes. Hence, it took two
months to take up the issue of the suffering
of thevulnerablesectionsandmigrants.And
when it did, it was not sure who leads the
partyandwhatotherpartystalwartsaresupposed to be doing.
Yet, there are two elements in the latest
Congress approach that indicate the return
of politics at last. One is the decision to focus
on migrant labour andtheirplight.Thoughit
decided to take this line eight weeks too late,
this emphasis allows the party to sharply
contrast itself to what the government did
or did not do. If the Congress were to sustain
this, the party would be moving towards a
social coalition of the lower half of society
that it has for some time shied away from.
The second element — very weak for the
moment — is the political action such an approachwillrequire.Overthepastfewweeks,
thousands of helpless workers have been
struggling to reach their homes. This has
beenchronicledmainlythroughvaliantjournalism. It is a shame that such a gigantic
tragedy and human suffering has not stirred
the politicians out of their comfort zones.
Rahul Gandhi’s nominal outing may just
symbolise what the political actors need to
be doing. Unless party workers hit the roads,
talkwith sufferingworkers, walkwith them,
they will not realise that taking a stand also
means mixing with the people. What Rahul
Gandhi did the other day was hugely inadequate and far too late and yet, very important — a message to (his) party workers that
politics needs to resume in its core sense —
connectingwiththepeople.If leadersof state
parties were also to take a cue, an opening
up of the political arena might be facilitated
inthesetimesof politicalquiet.Giventhefact
that many state parties have more active
cadreslocallythantheCongress,muchof the
political action and agenda setting will depend on state parties.
On its part, the BJP, too, is caught in the
trap of regulation and denial. Its inadequate
political response to the pandemic has been
three-fold. First, it hoped that Modi magic
will turn the virus away. If one listens again
to the first speech by Narendra Modi (March
19) when he announced a day-long Janata

curfew, one would be aghast about the
naiveté publicised by it. But it is also about
the collective willingness to believe in the
impossible. The claim that a 14-hour-long
curfew, and then, a 21-day lockdown will
break the “chain”, constituted the BJP’s initial response (the lockdown did break many
alifechain,but the claimwas about chains of
infection). The BJP went about doing what it
does best: Turn everything into an event
feeding into pseudo-nationalist sentiment.
Thus, outworn clichés about national pride,
war, etc kept circulating.
Cut to the PM’s latest speech on May 12
indicating the second and third response.
Thatspeechwassignificantforitscarefulunderplaying of the COVID issue and its frantic
efforttodivertattentiontoIndia’sgloriousfuturebyadoptingan“atmanirbhar”approach.
Suddenly,COVIDwasanon-issueandIndia’s
marchtopowerwastheissue.Thethirdstage
of theBJP’sresponsefollowedimmediatelyand was, in fact, included in that speech. It
consisted of a combination of claims of massive financial relief package and “reforms”.
After two difficult months of lockdown,
India stands humbled — by the virus, but
more than that, by the treatment meted out
to its most vulnerable sections; humbled,
also, by the fact that a large lower stratum of
so-called middle classes will have lost its
sourceof livelihood.Atamomentwhengovernments needed to be more deliberative,
wehaveagovernmentbesetwithuncontrollably delusional self-belief. When governance needed to be more responsive and
democratic, we celebrate the culture of obedience, inculcate bureaucratic authoritarianism and are happy with platitudes.
Resumptionof democraticcontestationis
a must. Our main challenge is to revive and
build politics. If at this historic moment
Opposition parties truly engage in politics,
they would be ensuring a possibility of a political response to the pandemic. Politics
alone can be survival therapy for democracy
— perhaps in doing that Opposition parties
would be ensuring their own survival too.
The writer taught political science at
Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune, and is
chief editor of Studies in Indian Politics

QUESTION IN SEARCH OF ANSWER
Who is being backed by Pakistan in Afghanistan in these days of chaos?
Khaled Ahmed
THE RECENT VIOLENCE in Afghanistan has
highlighted its multi-pronged conflict. The IS
or Islamic State may hate Shias just as the
Taliban does but they hate each other too.
Pakistan may hate the Pakistani Taliban that
the Afghan Taliban doesn’t hate but it can
hardlygetthe“friendly”HaqqaniGrouptobe
an arbiter in the Afghanistan negotiations. Its
ownsuppressionof Pashtunswillnotendear
it to anyone in the Pashtun south in
Afghanistan.India,recentlyrejectedasaparty
to talk to by the Afghan Taliban, is all over the
place with its investment in projects that the
Afghans can’t ignore.
What is happening in Afghanistan is going to affect Pakistan and since Pakistan is no
longerclearwhomitcansupport,thecoming
post-US withdrawal days will mean trouble
for it. Because the Americans leaned on it for
getting the Taliban to talk peace, Pakistan appears to outsiders as a strong influence in
Afghanistan.Butoneshouldsitbackandask:
Who is being backed by Pakistan in
Afghanistan in these days of utter chaos?
ThereweredayswhentheAfghanTaliban
was in North Waziristan with al Qaeda. The
latter could be led by Pakistanis like the erstwhile champion of Kashmir jihad, Ilyas
Kashmiri,whothenblewupthenavalbasein
KarachibecausethePakistaninavalchief was
not releasing several navy men more loyal to
alQaedathantoPakistan.(Mehrannavalbase
wasdestroyedandalltheterroristsinvolvedin

Sectarianism in Pakistan has
complicated its relations
with Iran. The other factor is
Iran’s outreach to India with
the construction of the
Chabahar Port on the
Iranian coast next to
Pakistan. The highway that
goes up from Chabahar to
Afghanistan worries
Pakistan and is one of the
reasons Pakistan is fencing
its borders.

the action were naval employees.)
There was a time when Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan favoured the Pakistani
Taliban against the US, declaring himself
againstthe“Americanwar”inAfghanistan.In
time, he was disembarrassed when the
Pakistani Taliban attacked an army public
school and killed over a hundred children
there.PakistaniandAfghanTalibanwerethen
ousted from North Waziristan and forced to
take refuge in Afghanistan, and there is no
proof that they have been spurned by the
AfghanTalibantoretainPakistan’sfriendship.
The IS in Afghanistan is killing Shias there
and in Pakistan, and it doesn’t get along with
the Taliban. This doesn’t mean that the IS is
freeof allkindsof“warriors”,includingPakistaniswhohavelinksbackhomethroughsuch
Shia-killing outfits as Lashkar-e-Jhangvi. ISIL
and al Qaeda are both in Afghanistan and are
at cross-purposes while fighting the American Satan. Both contain terrorists from other
nationalitieslikeSinkiangUighursandIndian
Muslims, which gets both China and India
worried about what Pakistan will do next.
The US counted on Pakistan to “deliver”
theTaliban—especiallythepowerfulHaqqani
Group that has influence with the Taliban
movement — but Pakistan is not certain
whether in a crunch even the Haqqanis will
stand by it. The vulnerability comes from
madrasasinPakistanspawningjihadimilitias
and owing loyalty to the Taliban-al Qaeda

combine. Pakistan has to work to break this
nexusmadestrongbythepenetrabilityof the
2,430-km Durand Line. While threatened by
theTaliban,Pakistanalsomakesa“deal”over
their availability in “peace talks” with the US.
In Afghanistan, no one believes in this
“arrangement”.
SectarianisminPakistanhascomplicated
itsrelationswithIran.TheotherfactorisIran’s
outreachtoIndiawiththeconstructionof the
Chabahar Port on the Iranian coast next to
Pakistan. The highway that goes up from
ChabahartoAfghanistanworriesPakistanand
is one of the reasons it is fencing its borders.
Pakistan has been attacked through the IranPakistanborderbygroupswhohavetargeted
both Pakistan’s strategic port of Gwadar in
BalochistanandKarachiinthesouththrough
agents said to be on the take from India. Last
week, a group of policemen acting as alleged
Indian agents were arrested in Karachi.
Indian influence in the Gulf, Iran and
Afghanistanispalpableandthereisapromise
of extending it to the friendly Central Asian
states through Chabahar and potentially
through Pakistan. In normal times, the moment would have been ripe for an Indo-Pak
“normalisation” and opening up of trade
routestowardofftheeconomicuncertainties
of a changing global order.
The writer is consulting editor,
Newsweek Pakistan

MAY 23, 1980, FORTY YEARS AGO
ASSAM AGITATION

THE ASSAM GOVERNMENT, in an effort to
convince the All Assam Gana Sangram
Parishad(AAGSP)andtheAllAssamStudents
Union(AASU),isunderstoodtohavesounded
thetwoorganisationsaboutitswillingnessto
release all the arrested agitation leaders. The
government is also understood to be agreeable to the phased reinstatement of officials
suspended for their alleged participation in
movement.Thesetwomeasures,theauthorities feel, should create an atmosphere conducive for resumption of dialogue on the
aliens issue. The AAGSP and the AASU, it may
be recalled, had issued identical statements
urging the government to release all the de-

tained persons, reinstate the suspended officials, revoke the Maintenance of Essential
Services Ordinance, withdraw the Disturbed
Areas Act.

SOVIET WITHDRAWAL

THE 11TH ISLAMIC Foreign Ministers’ conference ended in Islamabad with a call for
the withdrawal of the Soviet troops from
Afghanistan and respect for the non-aligned
and Islamic “identity” of that country, Radio
Pakistan reported. In a communique, the
conference said that the people of
Afghanistan should have the right to choose
their own government in accordance with
their social, economic and political system

New Delhi

without any outside interference.

CRUDE BILL UP

INDIA’S CRUDE IMPORT bill will shoot up by
anotherRs200crorefollowingthelatestprice
increase announced by several OPEC countries.Thisadditionalburdenwillbeimposed
on the level of import of 16 million tonnes of
crude oil in a full year. As a result, a steep increase in the domestic prices of petrol and
other petroleum products will become inevitable. Exercises for an upward, revision in
thepriceof theseproductshadbeenmadein
the petroleum and finance ministries after
the OPEC countries had announced the first
price rise of this year in January.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

9

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY, MAY 23, 2020

THE IDEAS PAGE

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
“PAKISTAN is on the verge of receiving debt relief under the G20 plan and
according to an official announcement the total amount is $2bn.”
— DAWN

An insufficient relief

Stressonsupply-sideineconomicpackagewhile neglectingdemand revealsflawedunderstandingof
economies incrisisandlittlerecognitionof realityafter prolongedlockdown

A milestone, a new
beginning
Flagshiphealthscheme,PM-JAY,hascrossedonecrore
treatments,continuestopositivelyimpactlives

Deepak Nayyar
ON MAY 12, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced a relief package of Rs 20 trillion,
about 10 per cent of the country’s GDP, for
the economy in crisis. The news made a big
splash. After Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman unwrapped this package in
tranches, there is widespread disappointment among most stakeholders.
There is relief for agriculture in the form
of a concessional credit line of Rs 2 trillion,
but loans are neither automatic or assured,
while marketing reforms and infrastructure
creationaredistantpromises.TheMSMEsector, the backbone of the economy that provides25percentof employment,32percent
of the GDP and 45 per cent of exports, is unhappy despite the Rs 3 trillion line of credit
for loans without collateral. In their experience,lendersarenotalwayssupportiveinextendingloans,whilebuyers(centralandstate
governments,publicsectorfirmsandtheprivate sector) owe them as much as Rs 5 trillion. What is more, most MSMEs just do not
have the resources to pay wages or meet
fixed costs on electricity, rent or interest during the lockdown period.
There is nothing for the corporate sector
in manufacturing or services. The distressed
sectors such as airlines, automobiles, hotels,
restaurants, and tourism have been ignored.
Ironically, there is little for public health, already in a dilapidated state. Even stock markets, characterised by irrational exuberance
in the past month, have dropped.
The poor or the migrants, caught up in
their struggle for survival, might not have
voiced their opinion so far on the grossly inadequate relief package for them, but the
harsh realities of this period — hunger without jobs, incomes, shelter or dignity — will
be embedded in their memories for long.
This economic deprivation will have social
and political consequences.
The big picture is lost in details, so that it
is difficult to see the wood from the trees.
There are statements of good intentions.
There is a recycling of ideas or schemes from
earlierbudgets.Therearepolicyreformswith
a longer-term perspective. But there is little
cohesive focus on stabilisation and revival of
the economy in the short-run — so essential
at this time.
The fiscal stimulus, which can be defined
as government expenditure that could stimulate demand, is difficult to discern, because
the package is neither clear nor transparent
aboutthecosttobebornebythegovernment
in each component. Even so, there are 12 estimatesbyanalystsinfinancialsectorinstitutions, suggesting that the fiscal stimulus is in
the range of 0.7 per cent to 1.3 per cent of the
GDP.
My estimate of the fiscal stimulus (including the announcement on March 26) is
Rs 2.66 trillion, which is 1.2 per cent of the
GDP. Of this, however, Rs 0.9 trillion, or 0.4
per cent of the GDP, is from a drawdown on
the existing funds available with state governments (Rs 0.67 trillion) and existing
budget provisions (Rs 0.23 trillion). Thus,
the effective fiscal stimulus, in terms of extra resources provided by the government,
is Rs 1.76 trillion, or 0.8 per cent of the GDP.

Harsh Vardhan

C R Sasikumar

Its contribution to domestic demand will be
minuscule, given that private final consumer expenditure in India is about 60 per
cent of the GDP.
It is clear that the design of this relief
package seeks to focus on the supply side,
with an emphasis on providing liquidity
through lines of credit, where the RBI is providing as much as Rs 8 trillion, rather than on
thedemandsidebysteppingupgovernment
expenditure, with the aim of minimising the
cost to thegovernment.Thearithmeticis obviously imaginative — as much as Rs 10 trillion of the relief package will have to be financed by sources other than the Centre and
the RBI. Where will resources to bridge this
massive gap, 4.4 per cent of the GDP, come
from?
This stress on the supply-side, while neglecting the demand-side, reveals a flawed
understanding of economies in crisis and little recognition of the reality when a prolonged lockdown has brought the economy
on the verge of collapse. Even in normal circumstances, the speed of adjustment of the
supply-sideisslowbecausesupplyresponses
take time, whereas the speed of adjustment
on the demand-side is fast as incomes spent
raise consumption demand without any
time-lag. At present, if there is little or no increase in demand, supply responses will be
slower than usual because producers would
not wish to pile up inventories of unsold
goods. In terms of the chicken-and-egg parable,demandmustberevivedfirsttokickstart
the economy.
For this reason, the fiscal stimulus should
have been much larger. But the decisionmakers have been timid, intimidated by the
prospect that, because of revenue shortfalls
(2 per cent of the GDP or more), the fiscal
deficit would be 5.5 per cent of the GDP exceedingthebudgetestimateat3.5percentof
the GDP. The conclusion drawn, wrongly, is
that there is no fiscal space.
The obsessive concern about the fiscal
deficit, so deeply embedded in government
thinking, suggests a narrow and limited un-

The big picture is lost in
details, so that it is difficult
to see the wood from the
trees. There are statements of
good intentions. There is a
recycling of ideas or schemes
from earlier budgets. There
are policy reforms with a
longer-term perspective. But
there is little cohesive focus
on stabilisation and revival
of the economy in the shortrun — so essential at this
time.

derstanding of rudimentary macroeconomics,whichhasoftengonewrongeveningood
times. It also reveals an utter failureto recognise that we live in unprecedented, extraordinary times with the world economy in a
crisis that could be much deeper than the
Great Depression 90 years ago.
In this situation, the extra fiscal stimulus
shouldhavebeenRs7-9trillion(3-4percent
of the GDP) and that would have been modest compared to what other countries have
done. This enlarged fiscal deficit cannot be
financedbymarketborrowing,whichwould
simply drive up interest rates and nip recovery in the bud. It would have to be financed
by monetising the deficit — RBI buying government T-bills — printing money, now
termed “helicopter money”.
The idea that monetised deficits will unleash inflation is blind to the reality that, at
this juncture, if there is no further intervention by the government, the GDP could contract by 5 per cent in 2020-21, with lingering
consequences. In fact, a monetised deficit
might be the only way of increasing aggregatedemandtoreviveeconomicgrowth.The
worry about a downgrade from credit rating
agencies is bizarre. For one, their ethics and
integrityhaveseensteadyerosion.Moreover,
how many sovereign governments will they
downgrade? In fact, we might be better off
without the footloose and volatile portfolio
investment inflows.
If thegovernmentdoesnotacceptthenecessity or wisdom of expansionary macroeconomic policies, it must set out its alternative plan for recovery. The relief package
willnotsuffice.And,if theeconomygoesinto
a free-fall, the massive shortfalls in government revenues would balloon the fiscal
deficittosimilarorhigherlevelswithoutany
hope of recovery. The fiscal space will not be
preserved. It will be squeezed further. It is
time for the fiscal hawks in government to
put on their thinking caps.
The writer is an economist and former Vice
Chancellor, University of Delhi

The demand-supply debate
Boosting demand with cheap credit to consumers is not a good idea
Apoorva Javadekar and Prasanna Tantri
THE UNION government is often criticised
for its apparent neglect of the demand side
anditsexcessivefocusonthesupplysideand
structural reforms — the COVID-19 package
was no exception. Pointing towards tepid
credit growth, weak inflation, and flat wage
growthtomaketheircase,demand-sideproponents suggest measures such as cash
transfers, income tax cuts, and cheap credit
to consumers. We examine the demand vs
supply debate drawing on basic economics
andvastempiricalevidencefromaroundthe
world.
We start with the low growth in credit.
Basiceconomicstellsusthatademandshock
typically leads to a rise in both volume and
the price whereas a supply shock not only
hurts the volume but also leads to price rise.
In banking, a good proxy for the price of
creditisthespreadbetweenlendingrateand
the funding rate (repo rate or deposit rates)
for the banks. It reflects the risk premium
banks charge to their customers.
The spread has consistently risen from
just below 4 per cent at the start of 2018 to
around 6 per cent in January 2020 — even
before COVID-19 hit us. The fact that spreads
are rising was highlighted by the 2019
Economic Survey as well. At the same time,
the credit growth — especially for public
banks and to the MSME sector — has been
sluggish for the previous two to three years.

The MSME sector witnessed sub-zero credit
growth for the whole of 2017 and even now,
the credit growth is very tepid at around 2
per cent Y-o-Y. Rising spreads with lower
credit volume provide a clear tell-tale sign
that credit supply is broken.
An influential paper by Nobel laureates
Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo amply
highlights the fact that the MSME sector suffers from lack of credit availability to finance
investments rather than the lack of demand
for credit. They showed that when the government changed the definition of small
firms, the firms newly covered by the priority sector lending programme used the extra credit to increase production and investment. If there was no demand for credit,
cheaper credit under the priority sector programme should have been used to repay the
older expensive sources of borrowings.
Consistent with this view, we think that the
government’sapproachof guaranteeingSME
credit by resolving the risk-sharing problem
forbankswillexpandcredittocredit-starved
SMEs at lower credit spreads. Similarly, expansion of the universe of small/medium
firms will bring fresh investments from the
firms, which are newly covered under priority sector programme as they will be able to
get cheaper credit.
Next, we analyse the measures to boost
the consumer demand and we provide data

and evidence to forcefully reject such measures. First, let’s look at the direct transfers
schemes. No doubt that cash-transfers are
superior to distortive subsidies and the
“Garib Kalyan” package was a step in this direction.
Infact,thegovernmenthasalreadytransferred close to Rs 40,000 crore to bank accounts including Rs 10,000 crore to women
under PMJDY. But is it the ultimate solution
to recovery? In fact, the PMJDY account balance has increased from close to Rs 1,17,000
crore before the advent of COVID-19 to Rs
1,35,911croreasof May13—amassivejump
of closetoRs18,000crore.Recentresearchby
Prasanna Tantri and co-authors shows that
PMJDY account holders actively use the accounts — 1.12 transactions per quarter compared to the World Bank standard of one
transaction. In fact, PMJDY accounts see
withdrawals when account holders are in
distress, according to the study. So the rise in
balances is not mechanical.
It’s not that people covered under PMJDY
are comfortable financially. So why are they
not spending? A number of papers show
that tax rebates boost demand in the shortrun, but the quantum is limited. For example, Sumit Agarwal and his co-authors show
that the 2001 tax rebate programme in the
US led to an average spending of only $60
on $500 rebate over nine months. A recent

study at the Kellogg Business School by
Christian Borda and co-authors shows that
tax rebates after the 2008 crisis in the US led
to rise in spending, but by only 3.5 per cent
in the first month of the rebates. The crux is
that no rational consumer goes on a consumption spree when he is facing job uncertainty!
Trying to boost demand by providing
cheap credit to consumers is not a good idea
either as evidenced by the debt-financed
housing boom in the US, which led to the
2008 crisis. In fact, Atif Mian and Amir Sufi,
using a large panel of 30 countries, uncover
a more general pattern — an increase in
household debt to GDP ratio leads to a sustained drop in future GDP, investments, and
unemployment. On the other hand, the economic cycles are much more muted when
the initial growth is caused by structural reforms as pointed in a recent IMF study covering over 80 countries.
To put the burden of recovery on riskaverse consumers, incentivising them to
spend rather than save when there is employment uncertainty, is against any reasonable risk-sharing principle. Risk should be
borne by those who have the appetite — the
firms and government.
The writers are assistant professors at the
Indian School of Business

ONMAY20,PrimeMinisterNarendraModi
said that everyIndian shouldbe proud that
the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) has crossed one
croretreatments,andhashadapositiveimpact on many lives.
Indeed, PM-JAY is a giant step towards
a healthy India, as it aims to make affordable healthcare a reality for all. It has
crossedasignificantmilestoneof onecrore
hospitalisations — worth over Rs. 13,412
crore — in less than 20 months since its
launch in 2018. The efforts of the doctors,
nurses, healthcare workers, paramedical
staff and all others associated with
Ayushman Bharat, across all states, have
helped in making it the largest healthcare
programme in the world.
As PM-JAY marks this milestone, the
world is up against the COVID-19 pandemic. The impact on millions worldwide,
andinIndia,notonlypertainstohealth,but
there is also the physical, mental and economicimpactontheindividualandher/his
family. For about 53 crore poor, vulnerable
beneficiaries, testing and treatment for
COVID-19 is free of cost under PM-JAY, including testing in private labs and treatment in private hospitals.
In India, the migrant population plays a
key role in the economic development of
thecountry, andtheyarenowsufferingthe
most in this crisis. A key design feature of
PM-JAY, from the beginningof the scheme,
is portability — which helps to ensure that
a PM-JAY-eligible migrant worker can access the scheme’s services in any empanelled hospital across the country irrespective of their state of residence.
A PM-JAY eligible migrant can avail of
benefitsinthe stateinwhichheworks,and
also in his home state, when he goes back
home. This lowers the barriers posed by
state borders and promotes equal accessto
quality health services, especially amongst
thepoorandvulnerable.Todate,therehave
been more than one lakh portability cases.
The National Health Authority (NHA)
has also been working on new initiatives
to support and supplement the
Governmentof India’seffortsinresponseto
the COVID-19 pandemic. From a supply
side, PM-JAY has further strengthened the
network of hospitals and service capabilities to ensure continued services to nonCOVID-19 patients while also providing
servicesforCOVID-19patients.Thisisbeing
done through an express empanelment
mechanismforhospitalssinceMarch.Since
April 1, more than 1,385 hospitals (nearly
58 per cent are private) have been empanelled across the country — 75 of them are
under express empanelment. Overall,
21,565 hospitals have been empanelled so
far.
The NHA has leveraged its IT systems,
expertise and the network of private sector stakeholders to support the government’s preparedness and response. This
has been done by managing the national

COVID-19 helpline, 1075, and conducting
thousands of outbound calls to COVID-19
positive patients, and their families, round
the clock. The NHA has made calls to disseminate precaution advisories to the relevant beneficiaries of PM-JAY — the data
gatheredwillalsobeusedtostrengthenthe
government’s efforts at identifying such
potential cases and ensuring optimal utilisation of testing facilities and resources.
Further, the NHA regularly keeps in touch
with the relevant beneficiaries through
telephone — three crore such calls have
been made across the country. The NHA is
also supporting the government’s Aarogya
Setumobileapplication.Ithasbeenmaking
outbound calls through its call centre to
people who have come in close proximity
to COVID-19 positive patients, as identified
through the app, and people who have reported COVID-like symptoms in their selfassessment. The NHA has contacted more
than six lakh citizens and facilitated more
than 15,000 tele-consultations with doctors. It is also working with the ICMR on
data cleansing and is conducting call data
analysisforflaggingurgentactionablecases
being sent to ICMR.
In any epidemic, the response has to be
a collective societal one — as seen during
SARS, Ebola, H1N1. The public sector, private sector and NGOs, all have to come together. The response to this pandemic is
beingledbythegovernment,however,and
the private sector needs to be an active
partner, especially when it comes to providing adequate supply of health services,
medicines and essentials. The NHA has focusedonhowtogettheprivatesectormore
actively involved in the response with
greater participation from private sector
hospitals — for both COVID-19 as well as
non-COVID-19 health conditions. Various
statesareadoptingdifferentapproachesfor
involving the private sector in the treatment.
Coronavirus will be a part of our lives
for a very long time. Our fight against
COVID-19 is, therefore, not a sprint but a
marathon. We will do whatever needs to
be done, but as Prime Minister Narendra
Modisaid,Bharatwillmoveaheadtowards
being “atma-nirbhar”, even as we turn this
adversityintoopportunity.Livingin apostCOVID-19 world will be vastly different
from the past, and it will require vastly differentpublichealthapproaches.Asweplan
for the future, Indians who require secondary and tertiary care will continue to grow,
and we must also leverage the promise of
telemedicine for preventive health. From a
supply side, we must focus on strengthening the medical and health systems, primary healthcare delivery and healthcare
workforce,includingspecialistdoctorsand
medical professionals.
AyushmanBharatPM-JAYwillcontinue
toplaya significantroleinthispost-Corona
world, in improving the overall healthcare
of the country. The one crore treatment
milestone is only a beginning. Our vision is
to provide more than one crore treatments
every year, so that the poor and needy can
getthebest healthcare,and areable tocontribute to the overall economic progress of
India, in the post-COVID period.
The writer is Union minister for health and
family welfare, and chairman of the World
Health Organisation executive board.
Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
PAY YOUR WAY
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Taking
off’ (IE, May 22). Though it is a welcome
decision by the government to allow
airlines to partially resume theirflights,
the move to regulate airfare is regressive. Coming to the rescue of society’s
elite by capping the fares is in complete
contrast to the treatment meted out by
this insensitive and short-sighted government to migrant labour.
S K Prabhakar, Gurugram

JACINDA’S EXAMPLE

IDEAS
ONLINE
ONLY IN THE EXPRESS
● OPPORTUNITY TO
REVIVE HEALTH SECTOR:
JANAK NABAR, KETAN
REDDY, DIPTI SINGHANIA
AND SUBASH
SASIDHARAN

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial,‘Newzeal’
(IE, May 22). It provides the right perspective to the policies of Jacinda
Ardern. Since2010, democracies across
the world have come under populist
pressures.NewZealandprovidesanew
model. Democratic values and decency
displayed by its PM, Ardern, should
serve as an example to demagogues.

laws in the manner it is being done is
hasty and unwise.

UNWISE REFORM

UNPLANNED MISERY

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Take the
worker on board’ (IE, May 22). While
outsourcing work to contractors seems
to cost less, there is a trade-off in terms
of quality vis a vis employees. Further,
contractors are unable to provide a safe
working environment, which often
leads to accidents and misery for the
familiesof workers.“Reforming”labour

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A ministry for migrant labour’ (IE, May 22).
From employers abandoning them to
being sprayed with disinfectants, the
fate of a migrant worker in India seems
dark. The Centre’s haste in announcing
the lockdown without a plan is to
blame.

Suchak D Patel, Ahmedabad

New Delhi

●

LIVES OR LIVELIHOODS:
PRIYARANJAN JHA
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Office of the Superintending Engineer, Procurement,
Jammu Power Distribution Corp. Ltd., Rail Head, Narwal,
Jammu, Jammu Kashmir, PIN -180012

e-mail: seepc1jammu@gmail.com, epc1jammu@gmail.com

TELEFAX- 0191-2473402

Corrigendum to e-NIT No: SE/PRJ/02/2020-21 Dated: 14.05.2020 For Purchase
of Distribution Transformer of rating 400 & 630 KVA EE Level-2.
Sub: Tender Fee for Firms Outside UT of J&K
Please read tender fee amount mentioned at S. No. 8 of e-NIT
Notice for firms outside UT of J&K as Rs. 4000.00 (Four Thousand
only) instead of Rs. 5000.00 (Five Thousand only). Other terms and
conditions shall remain same.
No: SE/PRJ/TS/185
Sd/- Superintending Engineer,
Dt: 16.05.2020
Procurement, JPDCL Jammu.
DIPJ-272

TENDER/RFP for Services like AMC, Housekeeping etc.

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR

No. NIT/2020-21/1293-1302

GOVERNMENT OF PUNJAB

Tender Reference No. 12 Dated 2020
The Department of Punjab Water Supply & Sewerage Board invites online bids for:
S. No. Name of Work
1.
Balance work of providing Water Supply and Sewer Lines in various areas & replacement of Pumping Machinery at Gidderbaha.
Closing Date & Time for Tender: 04.06.2020 at 11.00 A.M.
For details log on to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
NOTE: Corrigendum(s) to the tender/RFP Notice shall be published on
the above website only.
Sd/Executive Engineer,
Pb. W/S & Sew. Division No. 3, Bathinda.
D-1218/Pb

Date 22.05.2020

BÊX-d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff 030/20-21
d³f¸³fd»fdJ°f I f¹fûË IZ d»fE IZ ³Qi/Sfª¹f ÀfSI fS IZ Ad·f¹ffadÂfI e d½f·ff¦fûÔ õfSf ´faªfeIÈ °f E½fa A³fb·f½fe Àfa½fZQI ûÔ ÀfZ d³f²ffÊdS°f ´fi´fÂf ¸fZÔ BÊ -´fiû¢¹fcS ¸fZ³M
´fidIi ¹ff WZ °fb Afg³f»ffB³f d³fd½fQf¹fZÔ Af¸fadÂf°f I e ªff°fe W`Ô :

IYf¹fÊ IYf d½f½fSX¯f
Construction of Head Office for Home Guard in Vidhyadhar Nagar, Jaipur.
UBN No.: RRC2021WLOB00042

A³fb¸ffd³f°f SXfdVf (÷Y.)
689.26 Lac

Afg³f»ffBÊ³f d³fd½fQf ´fi´fÂf OfC³f»fûO I S³fZ I e A½fd²f dQ³ffaI 21.05.2020 ´fif°f: 09.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZ 10.06.2020 Àff¹fa 06.00 ¶fªfZ °fI

d³fd½fQf ÀfZ Àfa¶fad²f°f Àf¸fÀ°f d½f½fS¯f E½fa ÀfaVfû²f³f ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.rajasthan.nic.in
°f±ff http://roads.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS QZJf ªff ÀfI °ff W` Ü B¨Lb I Àfa½fZQI ûÔ I û A´f³fZ dOdªfM»f WÀ°ffÃfS IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in ´fS SdªfÀMOÊ I S½ff³ff Af½fV¹fI W` Ü
¸fWXf´fi¶fa²fIYY

Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd.,
Victoria Park, Meerut
TENDER DATE EXTENSION NOTICE The Date of opening of tender
specification no. PVVNL-MT/COM/01/20-21 for supply of 1500 nos. 11 KV
CTs (Different ratios) is hereby extended from 21.05.2020 to 05.06.2020.
Time of opening tender and other terms & conditions shall remain
unchanged. For detailed information please log on www.pvvnl.org & ETendering website www.etender.up.nic.in till the date of submission of
bids. Superintending Engineer (Commercial) “Help line Number for
Information of Theft of Electricity: “1800-180-3002 (Meerut), & 9412207451”.
Remark:- www.etender.up.nic.in Sd/- Superintending Engineer
(Commercial) For Managing Director “SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE
INTEREST OF THE NATION” ´fÂffaI :- 4130 dQ³ffaI : 22.5.2020

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f ³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f WX»õXf³fe-IYfNX¦fûQf¸f

´fÂffaIY 93

dQ³ffaIY 22 ¸fBÊX, 2020
VfbdðX´fÂf
BÀf I f¹ffÊ»f¹f IZ ´fÂffaI 59 dQ³ffaI 14.05.2020 I fZ d½fôb°f Vf½fQfW ¦fÈW WZ °fb
Af¸fadÂf°f d³fd½fQf ªfû dQ³ffaI 29.05.2020 I û £fû»fe ªff³fe ±feÜ dQ³ffaI
21.05.2020 I û ´fie-d¶fO ¸fedMa ¦f ¸fZÔ I ¸fZM e õfSf C¢°f d³fd½fQf ¸fZÔ AfadVfI
ÀfaVfû²f³f C´fSf³°f dQ³ffaI 06.06.2020 I û ´fif°f: 11.00 ¶fªfZ £fû»fZ ªff³fZ I f
d³f¯fÊ¹f d»f¹ff ¦f¹ff W` Ü C¢°f d³fd½fQf IZ Àfa¶fa²f ¸fZÔ Ad²fI ªff³fI fSe WZ °fb
www.uktenders.gov.in ´fS QZ£f ÀfI °fZ W`Ô Ü
¸fWXf´füSX
³f¦fSX Af¹fb¢°f
³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f WX»õXf³fe
³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f WX»õXf³fe

DIRECTORATE VETERINARY SERVICES
CHHATTISGARH
Indiravati Bhawan Ground Floor, Block-3, Nava Raipur,
Atal Nagar Pin-492002

e-Tender Cancellation and Invitation Notification

Government of Karnataka
Office of the The Executive Engineer,
Rural Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, Mandya,

Online Tenders advertisement no. G-80407 are cancelled due
to unavoidable circumstances (Tender reference no. 2435,
2436 and 2437 dated 30.04.2020).
Fresh Online Tenders are invited from licensed manufacturers, importer for supply of Veterinary Allopathic Medicines,
Pharmacopial Drugs and Vaccines for Department of
Veterinary Services, Chhattisgarh . The detailed schedule are
as follows1. Date of Online Bid
21.05.2020
2. Pre Bid Meeting
01.06.2020
3. Last date of Tender Submission 21.06.2020
The detailed tender documents and list of items are made available under Department- Livestock Development Department
(LDD) on website https://www.eproc.cgstate.gov.in and
https://www.agriportal.cg.nic.in/ahd.
sd/Director
Veterinary Services
80956
Chhattisgarh

GUJARAT MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Government of Gujarat Undertaking)
Regd. Office : Block No. 14/1
Dr. Jivraj Mehta Bhavan, Sector-10, Gandhinagar
Ph.: 079-23250767, 23250766, 23257696

E-TENDER NOTICE : 11/2020-21

Tenders are invited online for Medical Equipment/instruments
Surgical items & other Miscellaneous Industrial Products (through
internet) from reputed manufacturers. For imported materials
Authorized representative / dealer appointed either by parent
manufacturer or its subsidiary company should submit their offer.
Interested bidders are requested to submit the tender through
e-tender process. All tender documents can be downloaded
free from web site http://gmscl.nprocure.com. Detail Tender
notice is available on website: https://gmscl.nprocure.com /
https://gmscl.gujarat.gov.in and this office notice board.
Sr. No.
Name of item
1
RESPIRATORY HUMIDIFIER COMPATIBLE WITH VENTILATOR
2
HIGH FLOW METER
Duration of Downloading Tender (online): 21/05/2020 to 28/05/2020
up to 17.55 hrs.
Last date for Submission (online)

Due date of opening of Technical Bid (online): 30/05/2020 on 12.30 hrs.
INF/111/20-21

No:EE:RDW&SD:MDY:ISA:2020-21:111
Dtd:21.05.2020.

Short term Tender Notification No:02/2020-21
Tender is invited for Selection and Empanelment of
Implementation Support Agencies (NGOs/VOs/
SHGs) for providing services on preparation and
implementation of Village Action Plan and
implementation IEC & HRD activities underJal
Jeevan Mission (JJM) in rural areas under Rural
Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, Mandya. Two
Cover System shall be followed. APT:158.95 Lakhs.
Downloading of document through e portal starts
from Dt:22-05-2020- to 06-06-2020 up to 05:30
PM, Pre-bid Meeting at C.E, R.D.W & S.D, Bangalore
Dt:30.05.2020 Time:11:00 AM, Last Date & Time for
Receipt of Bids:06.06.2020 Time:05:30 PM, Date &
Time of Technical Bid Opening:08.06.2020
Time:11:00 AM, Date & Time of Financial Bid
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD
255,533

179,278

United Kingdom

Germany

228,658
Italy

153,548
Turkey

France

Russia

US

131,652
234,824
Spain

TOTAL CONFIRMED: 5,159,674

DEATH COUNT: 335,418

Source: Johns Hopkins University, updated at 11.30 pm on May 22

In pregnant women with
Covid, injuries in placenta
fected during the Spanish flu pandemic a century ago. “It's too early to
NEW DELHI, MAY 22
tell [about the babies born to women
covered in the study],” Goldstein told
IT IS by now understood that a preg- TheIndianExpress;“weknowthepeonant woman can possibly transmit pleinuteroduringthe1918-19flupanthe novel coronavirus to her baby (or demic had higher rates of heart disalso deliver a healthy baby); the easeandotherlong-termoutcomes—
Indian Council of Medical Research weneedtocontinuetolookattheoutlaid down norms for the care of comes for these kids.” In that epimother and child last month itself. demic, too, the flu doesn't cross the
Now a new concern has emerged placenta; so whatever is causing lifearound pregnant women who have longproblemsinthosepeopleismost
Covid-19 — damaged placentas.
likely due to immune activity and inIn 16 women who had tested posi- jury to the placenta, Goldstein said.
tiveforCovid-19whilepregnant,tests
The pregnant women among
conductedimmediately
Covid-19 cases were
after birth found their
identified through
placentas had evidence
health records and
of injury. The study was
traced through an app.
conducted by reThe babies were born
searchers
from
between March 18 and
Northwestern
May 5. Fourteen of
University,Chicago,and
them were born after
published in The
full-term pregnancies.
American Journal of
Co-author Dr Emily
Clinical Pathology on
Miller said in a stateFriday.Thebabiesthemment: “Not to paint a
NEW RESEARCH
selves did not contract
scary picture, but these
Covid-19, senior author
findings worry me. I
Dr Jeffrey Goldstein told The Indian don’t want to draw sweeping concluExpress by email.
sions from a small study, but this preThe type of injury showed abnor- liminary glimpse into how Covid-19
malbloodflowbetweenmothersand might cause changes in the placenta
babies in utero. The researchers said carriessomeprettysignificantimplicathe findings could help inform how tionsforthehealthof apregnancy.We
pregnant women should be clinically must discuss whether we should
monitored during the pandemic.
change how we monitor pregnant
As of now, it was not clear where womenrightnow.”Shesuggestednonthesecouldcausehealthissuesamong stress tests, which examine how well
thebabies,Goldsteinsaid,whilerefer- the placenta is delivering oxygen, or
ringtolong-termhealtheffectsinpeo- growth ultrasounds, whichmeasure if
ple born to women who had been in- the baby is growing at a healthy rate.
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INDIA COUNT: 118,447 (3,583 DEATHS)
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ties,” he wrote.
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World Health Assembly has resolved to review WHO response to Covid, and for failing to question China.
What is it that WHO could have done, and where do various countries including India stand on this?
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WHO response, under review
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UnionHealthMinistryupdateasof 11pm,May22.Somestatesmayhave
reportedhighernumbers.Onlystates/UTswithatleastonecaselistedabove.
48,534 PATIENTS DISCHARGED IN 32 STATES AND UNION TERRITORIES
Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak and what you should/should not do?

Write to explained@indianexpress.com

ON FRIDAY, India became the chair of the
World Health Organization Executive Board
atits147thsession.HealthMinisterDrHarsh
Vardhan succeeded Dr Hiroki Nakatani of
Japan as Chairman of the 34-member Board.
Indiatakeschargeatapivotalmoment,when
the world is grappling with the Covid-19
pandemic. “When India decides, it performs,”DrHarshVardhansaid,whileassuming the leadership position.
It is also a time when the WHO itself has
become a battleground of global politics.
Earlierthisweek,theWHOwasatthecentreof
the world’s attention as it convened and over
60countries,includingIndia,askedforan“impartial,independentandcomprehensiveevaluation” of the WHO’s response to Covid-19.
Why has WHO’s response come under
question?
The final resolution in the World Health
Assembly, co-sponsored by 122 countries includingIndia,wasadoptedbyconsensuswithoutavote.Theresolutionhasaskedfora“systematic review”, also calling for “a stepwise
process of impartial, independent and comprehensive evaluation to review experience
gainedandlessonslearnedfromtheWHO-coordinated international health response to
Covid-19”attheearliestandappropriatetime
in consultation with member states.
WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus — a former foreign minister of
Ethiopia and earlier its healthminister — has
been under criticism for not acting on time.
With the WHO having been accused by US
President Donald Trump of being a “puppet
of China”, the WHO head has said he would
initiate the evaluation at the “earliest appropriatetime”. TheWHO,aspecialisedagency
of theUnitedNations,couldhavequestioned
China’s handling of the outbreak in Wuhan
so that the WHO could better prepare the
world for the dangerous disease, but has
been criticised for failing to act decisively.
Who has raised this criticism?
ThiscriticismstemsfromtheInternational
HealthRegulations(IHR),theleadinginternational agreement on infectious diseases and
otherseriousdiseaseeventsadoptedbyWHO
member states in 2005.

Health Minister Harsh Vardhan attends the WHO session via videoconferencing
on Friday. He took charge as Chairman of the WHO Executive Board. PTI
The IHR empowers WHO to take actions
that can challenge how governments exercise sovereignty. The IHR authorises WHO to
collectdisease-event informationfrom nongovernmentalsources,seekverificationfrom
governments about such information, and,
if necessary, share the information with
other states. Also, the IHR grants the WHO
Director-Generalthepowertodeclareapublic health emergency of international concern, even if the country experiencing the
outbreak objects.
How effectively has WHO responded to
earlier global outbreaks?
During the SARS outbreak in 2003, then
WHO Director-General Gro Brundtland had
taken on China over the outbreak and, without the nod of the countries concerned, had
issued warnings against travel to SARS-affected regions. Brundtland had acted without authority to take these steps.
“In adopting the IHR in the aftermath of
SARS, WHO member states gave WHO unprecedented authority vis-à-vis state sovereigntyandexpandedtheneedforWHO’sscientific, medical, and public health
capabilities,” David P. Fidler, who is an
Adjunct Senior Fellow for Cybersecurity and

Global Health at the Council on Foreign
Relations, wrote in an article on the ‘WHO
and the Pandemic Politics’.
After the IHR guidelines came into play
in 2007, the H1N1 influenza spread around
the world in 2009, and WHO DirectorGeneral Margaret Chan declared the world’s
first public health emergency of internationalconcernandissuedrecommendations
that, among other things, advised against
trade and travel measures. This was seen as
a success of the IHR.
“Then came the Ebola outbreak in West
Africain2014,which was adisaster for WHO
andtheIHR.WHO’sresponsewassobadthat
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon created
an ad hoc emergency response effort. WHO
Director-General Chan failed to act on information that WHO had received from nongovernmental sources, did not challenge
governments that wanted to keep the outbreakquiet,andonlydeclaredapublichealth
emergencyof internationalconcernafterthe
epidemicwasalreadyacrisis,”Fiddlerwrote.
“The next major crisis was an Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo that started in late 2018. WHO’s response to this outbreak demonstrated that
it had re-invigorated its functional capaci-

What is the significance of the
resolution in international politics?
Apart from WHO’s approach in not confronting the Chinese leadership over Covid19, Beijing’s general resistance to any external criticism and action has been at the
centre of the debate.
To add to that, the US administration under President Trump has seized the opportunity to blame China for the pandemic, as it
faces an election year.
Beijing, which views itself as a natural
successor to the global leadership role, has
been riled at the international community’s
calls for “transparency and accountability”.
Whathashappenedinthecurrentchurning is that an unprecedented coalition of
thoseaskingforaccountabilityhaveemerged.
From Australia to Europe, India to Japan &
South Korea — many of these countries who
have high stakes in their bilateral relations
with China, have all come out to question
Beijing. So, what a global initiative like Belt
and Road Initiative could not do — get more
and more countries question China’s ambitious initiative — the pandemic has done.
How important is India in this debate?
India has been advocating for reforms of
the WHO along with other international organisations, and this demand has been articulatedbyPrimeMinisterNarendraModiduringthevirtualG-20summitinMarchthisyear.
“To quote Churchill, why waste a crisis?
Indiamustusethisopportunitytofurtherit’s
placeintheglobalhightable.Thecountryhas
an unique opportunity to play a role in the
WHO,” Manjeev Singh Puri, former Deputy
Permanent Representative at the UN, told a
webinar organised by the Indian Council of
World Affairs in April on ‘Re-Imagining the
Global Health Agenda: What Role Can India
Play?’Lastmonth,theWHODirector-General
had said, “Please don’t politicize this virus,”
and later urged political leaders to “please
quarantine politicizing Covid”; Puri says the
world needs to get rid of this idea of “depoliticising the health agenda”.
As India takes the leadership role, much
will depend on how it is able to navigate the
globalpoliticsoverthenextthreeyears,when
itremainsontheExecutiveBoard.And,onhow
ithandlesitsowndiseasetrajectoryinatransparent manner.

Chinese transgressions, over the years and now
SUSHANT SINGH

NEW DELHI, MAY 22
CHINESE TRANSGRESSIONS across the disputedbordersurgedby75%inLadakhin2019
(The Indian Express, May 22). Chinese forays
into Indian territory in the first four months
of thecurrentyear,too,havewitnessedanincreasecomparedtothesameperiodlastyear.
What exactly is a Chinese transgression?
A Chinese transgression is recorded once
the Indian border forces in an area — either
the Army or the ITBP — are “reasonably certain” that the Chinese soldiers had crossed
over to the Indian side of the Line of Actual
Control.AChinesetransgression—inair,land
or the waters of Pangong Tso lake — can be
recorded, officials said, if it is visually observed by border posts, through use of surveillance equipment, in face-offs by patrols,
indicated reliably by locals, or based on evidence left by the Chinese in the form of
wrappers, biscuit packets etc to show their
presence in an unmanned area.
What does the ‘Indian side’ of LAC mean?
Theborderisnotfullydemarcatedandthe
LAC is neither clarified nor confirmed by the

two countries. Except for the middle sector,
even a mutual exchange of maps about their
respectiveperceptionshasnottakenplacebetweenIndiaandChina.Thishasledtodifferent
perceptions of the LAC for the two sides, and
soldiers from either side try to patrol the area
up to their perception. This is different from
the Line of Control (LoC) between India and
Pakistan where everything was agreed upon
by the two armies following the 1971 War.
What are the various sectors on the
India-China border?
TheIndia-Chinaborderisdividedintothree
sectors. The LAC in the western sector falls in
Ladakhandis1,597kmlong,themiddlesector
of 545 km in Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh, and the 1,346 km eastern sector in
Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. The middle
sectoristheleastdisputed,whilethewestern
sector witnesses the highest transgressions.
Do the higher number of Chinese
transgressions matter?
A higher number indicates that the
Chinese soldiers are coming to the Indian
side more often, and their movements are
being observed and recorded by the Indian
soldiers. This can be seen as an indicator of
increased Chinese assertiveness but as long

LAC INCIDENTS (3 SECTORS)
JANUARY TO APRIL

YEAR

WEST

EAST

MID

TOTAL

2020

130

30

10

170

2019

110

70

7

187

astherearenomajorincidents,itmeansthat
theestablishedbordermechanismsbetween
the two sides are working. So far, there has
been no major standoff between the two
sides after the 73-day Doklam standoff on
Sikkim-Bhutan border in 2017.
When PM Narendra Modi and President
Xi Jinping had met in Wuhan following
the Doklam crisis, what was agreed?
Modi and Xi had met for their first informal summit at Wuhan in April 2018, where
thetwoleaders“issued strategic guidance to
theirrespectivemilitariestostrengthencommunication in order to build trust and mutualunderstandingandenhancepredictability and effectiveness in the management of
borderaffairs”. Theyalso“directedtheirmilitaries to earnestly implement various confidence building measures agreed upon between the two sides, including the principle

of mutualandequalsecurity,andstrengthen
existing institutional arrangements and information sharing mechanisms to prevent
incidents in border regions”.
Now, tensions have shot up suddenly in
2020, even as both countries grapple with
Covid-19. A terse statement by the Chinese
Foreign Ministry on Tuesday was responded
to by the Indian Foreign Ministry in equally
strongtermsonThursday.Besidestensionsat
Naku La in Sikkim and at Galwan river and
PangongTsoinLadakh,IndianshavebeenworriedabouttheNepalgovernment’srecentbehaviour on the border map issue. Army Chief
General M M Naravane didn’t leave much to
the imagination when he said Nepal was doing it at “the behest of a third party”.
Should one be worried?
India and China are both nuclear-armed
countrieswithstrongmilitaries.Althoughnot
ashothasbeenfiredbetweenthemsince1976
oramilitaryskirmishhappenedafter1967,the
fact that soldiers are in an eyeball-to-eyeball
situation in Ladakh, with strong statements
coming from both sides, cannot be taken as a
very happy situation. Matters on the border
have always been resolved peacefully by the
twocountriesinthepastfourdecades;sothere
is hope that the tensions will soon subside.

Behind CM Thackeray’s appeal to sons-of-the-soil, the labour shortage
PARTHA SARATHI BISWAS
PUNE, MAY 22

EARLIER THIS week, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray appealed to
bhoomiputras (sons of the soil) from the
state’sgreenzonestotakeupworkintheindustriesthatarestartingafterthelockdown.
Theseindustriesarefacingalabourproblem.
How serious is the labour problem?
A number of workers in Maharashtra’s
industries, especially small and medium
scale enterprises (SMEs), left have left on
Shramik Express trains for their homes in
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal etc.
Chandrakant Salukhe, founder president of
the SME Chamber of India, estimated that
migrantworkersformed 40%of the78lakh
workforce in the 14 lakh registered SMEs in
the state. “In Mumbai alone 90,000 people
mainly from Bihar, UP and Jharkhand were

working as drivers in companies and have
since left for their state,” he said. Around
80% of the workers were semi-skilled.
Mostindustryinsidersexpectthatitwill
be not until August that the migrant labour
would make any move to return to
Maharashtra. June and July would bring
heavymonsoonrain,makingtraveldifficult.
What is this solution the government
has proposed?
In his address to the state, the Chief
Minister urged sons of thesoils in the green
zone districts to come forward and restart
the stalled engines of the industries.
IndustriesMinisterSubhashDesaifollowed
this up with the announcement of an
Industrial Employment Bureau with units
in the districts, a joint effort among the
Departments of Labour, Industries and Skill
Development.Thegovernmenthadalready
enacted laws to ensure 80% direct employment is reserved for local residents.

The Industry and Labour Departments
will identify skilled and unskilled labour
from the districts while the Skill
DevelopmentMinistrywilltake up thetask
of skillingthem.Desaialsotalkedof extending tax concessions to companies that hire
local youths on contract. While authentic
data about contractual
labour is not readily
available,estimatessay
theyconstitute around
30-40% of the workforce, with migrant
labourers forming
more than 90% of
them.
Suhas Palshikar, political scientist and
chief editorof StudiesinIndianPolitics,noted
that the NCP, with its strong presence in
tiers 2 and 3 cities, can mobilise the periurban and rural youth to get into the workforce. “The political undertone of the move

can't be ignored. Shiv Sena will use this to
counter any threat to its core constituency
from MNS,” he said.
How has the industry reacted to this?
On paper, this move comes across as a
solutiontobothunemployment and labour
shortage. However, industry insiders said
there are some major
concerns. The task of
mapping the labour
shortage district wise
as well as skilling the
unskilled will be timeconsuming and might
not meet the immediate requirement.
Some of the smaller units in the Pune,
Pimpri-Chinchwad, Talegaon and Chakan
industrial belts are at present unable to
restart operations as their labour have left.
While an exact estimate of the numbers is

FOCUS ON
MAHARASHTRA

not documented, labour unions say around
3 lakh people have left Pune district alone.
The majority of them were employed on
contract in SMEs that act as vendors and
sub-vendorstobiggerunits.Thus,whilethe
bigger units are slowly restarting, the
smaller units are yet to gettheir actin place.
Oneof thereasonswhytheindustryhas
preferredtoemploymigrantlabourinbluecollarjobshasbeenbecauseof theirflexibilitytoadjusttomanysituations.DilipPawar,
working president of Shramik Ekta
Mahasangh, a federation of unions in Pune,
said companies manage to employ migrants by paying them much less than
prevalent market rates. “The cost of hiring
migrants is generally lower as they come
alone, stay in shared accommodation and
are ready to work extended hours for less
pay. This might not be possible with local
people,” he said.
What can be the solution to the labour

New Delhi

crisis, then?
Pawar, for his part, strongly pushes for
zone-wise fixation of minimum payment,
which will ensure workers stick with companies. “For a zone like Pune, the minimum
payment should be around Rs 25,000 per
month which would allow the worker to
have two square meals a day,” Pawar said.
The government’s move to attract local
youth would work only if the payment is
lucrative, he said.
Prashant Girbane, director general of
the Maharatta Chamber of Commerce
Industries and Agriculture, called for immediate execution of the government’s
scheme to provide alternative labour to instil confidence in industries.
“A weekly dashboard should be maintained which would give the progress of
the work done — that way, the industry
would be assured of bridging over the
labour problem and planning their activities ahead,” Girbane said.
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At least 57 killed as Pak plane crashes in Karachi neighbourhood
weredamagedbytheplanehave
also been taken to the hospital,
mostly with burn wounds.
“The first priority is to rescue
the people. The main hurdle is
narrow streets and presence of
ordinary people who gathered
at the place after the crash but
they have been dispersed,” the
minister said.
AccordingtoaPIAofficial,the
captain informed the air traffic
control that he was having problemswiththelandinggearbefore
theaircraftdisappearedfromthe
radar. Television footage showed
rescue crews combing through
debris strewn across the streets
ofthedistrict-3kmnorth-eastof
the airport - where a number of
houses have been destroyed.
Thecauseofthecrashisyetto
beconfirmed.PIAchiefexecutive
Air Vice Marshal Arshad Malik
saidthepilothadtoldtrafficcontrolthattheplanewasexperiencing "technical difficulties".
Malik rejected reports that
theplanehadproblemsevenbefore flying. Talking to the media,

Rescue work ongoing; 99 people on
board; cause of crash not known yet
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KARACHI, MAY 22

AT LEAST 57 people were killed
when a Pakistan International
Airlines plane with 99 people on
board crashed into a densely
populated residential area near
the Jinnah International Airport
here on Friday, officials said,
nearly a week after the COVID19-inducedairtravelrestrictions
were lifted by the government.
Flight PK-8303 from Lahore
was about to land in Karachi
when it crashed at the Jinnah
Garden area near Model Colony
in Malir, minutes before its landing, they said.
ThePIAAirbusA320carrying
91 passengers and eight crew
members has crash- landed into
the Jinnah Housing Society located near the airport, a
spokesperson of the national
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carrier said.
Thick black smoke rose from
theaccidentsceneof devastation
in the Model Colony area.
Earlier, a PIA spokesperson
and many media reports said
that there were 107 people on
board the aircraft.
Sindh Health Minister Azra
Pechuho and rescue officials
confirmed that 57 dead bodies
have been recovered so far from
the site of the crash.
“But we are stillto determine
whether these 57 people were
all on board the flight or include
area residents as a number of
houses have been badly damaged by the aircraft when it
crashed,” she said. The minister
said there are three survivors including President of the Bank of
Punjab Zafar Masood.
Faisal Edhi of the Edhi
Welfare Trust said that around
25 to 30 residents whose houses

Volunteers look for survivors of a plane that crashed in Karachi on Friday. AP

The Outbreak

At key meet, China’s show of strength
Hong Kong
Oppn slams
security law

In Sanaa. Reuters/File
YEMEN

NEPAL

Govtreports
50newcases
Kathmandu: Nepal reported 50 new cases on
Friday, taking the total
number of infections to
507. The coronavirus has
so far claimed three lives
in the country, which
continues to impose a
lockdown to contain the
spread. The Health and
Population Ministry on
Fridaysaidanother21patients had fully recovered
anddischargedfromhospitals. The total number
of recovery cases stand at
70. There are 434 active
cases. Of the 50 new
cases, nine were from
Kapilvastu district.

BRAZIL

Deathtoll
tops20,000
Rio de Janeiro: The death
toll in Brazil surpassed
20,000onThursday,after
a record number of fatalities in a 24-hour period,
the health ministry said.
Brazil has now recorded
more than 310,000 cases,
withexpertssayingalack
of testing means the real
figures are probably
much higher. The country ranks third in the
world in terms of total
cases, behind the United
States and Russia. The
death toll — the sixth
highest worldwide — has
doubledinjust11 days,as
per ministry data.

KEY DECISIONS SO FAR
NO ANNUAL GROWTH
TARGET FOR 2020

Keeping in mind economic
damage due to the Covid
pandemic, China has
decided not to set any
growth target for 2020

AP & REUTERS

Healthsystem
hasineffect
collapsed:UN
Geneva: Coronavirus is
believed to be spreading
throughout
Yemen,
where the health care
system “has in effect collapsed”, the United
Nations said on Friday.
Referring to aid agencies,
Jens Laerke, spokesman
for UN Office for the
Coordination
of
Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) told a briefing:
“We hear from many of
them that Yemen is really
on the brink right now.
Thesituationisextremely
alarming...” “They are
talking about having to
turn people away because they do not have
enough (medical) oxygen, they do not have
enough personal protective equipment,” he said.

he said the aircraft was completely safe and sound.
“The real cause of the mishap
willbeknownafterinquiry,which
will be free and fair and it will be
provided with media,” he said.
Malik said that the entire operation will take two to three
days to complete.
Pakistan's Dunya News said
ithadobtainedarecordingof the
conversation, also posted on
monitoring website liveatc.net.
In it, the pilot says they have
"lost two engines". Several seconds later he calls "Mayday,
Mayday, Mayday" and there is
no further communication.
Meanwhile, President Arif
Alvi expressed grief and sorrow
over the loss of lives in the plane
crash. Prime Minister Imran
Khan, while expressing deep
sorrow over the loss of precious
lives, has ordered an immediate
inquiry into the incident.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modicondoledthelossof livesin
the plane crash and wished a
speedyrecoverytothoseinjured.

HONG KONG, MAY 22

Chinese soldiers march past the entrance to the Forbidden City in Beijing on Friday; (right) pan-democratic legislators
scuffle amid a protest against new security laws in Hong Kong. AP/Reuters

KEITH BRADSHER &
CHRIS BUCKLEY
BEIJING, MAY 22

CHINA’S TOP leaders on Friday
made a show of strength to confront defiance in Hong Kong and
the economic damage wrought
by the coronavirus outbreak,
even as they acknowledged that
both had dealt a blow to the ruling Communist Party’s agenda.
OnHongKong,theleadership
struck a hard line at the annual
meeting of China’s legislature,
unveiling a plan to impose
sweepingnewsecuritylawsthat
would place the territory more
firmlyunderBeijing’sthumband
crack down on antigovernment
protests.Butthemoveislikelyto
incitemoreunrestandoutragein
thesemiautonomousterritoryas

well as criticism from abroad.
On the economy, the premier, addressing the opening of
the National People’s Congress,
declared that the government
hadachieveda“decisivevictory”
againstthecoronavirusoutbreak
and that the country has shown
great resilience. But in a break
withtradition,Chinaabandoned
setting an annual growth target
for 2020, recognising the difficulties in restarting its economy
amid a pandemic.
By embracing the challenges
ahead, China’s leaders provided
a call to the world that the party
was emerging confidently from
bothcriseswithagreaterresolve
to defend its authority.
The congress is normally a
symbolicannualgatheringof the
country’spoliticalelite.Thisyear,
the symbolism matters more

thanusual.XiJinping,China’stop
leader, has sought to project
strengthasthegovernmenttries
to revive the economy, restart
schools and businesses and
claim credit for largely ending
the epidemic that spread from
Wuhan in central China.
Premier Li Keqiang, who is
second-ranked
in
the
Communist Party hierarchy behind Xi, made his speech to
nearly 3,000 congress delegates
who wore masks as they sat in
neat rows in the ornate Great
Hall of the People. He pledged to
help blunt the impact of the
slowdown with goalsto limitinflation and unemployment.
“At present and for some
time to come, China will face
challenges like never before,” he
said. “However, we have unique
political and institutional

strengths, a strong economic
foundation, enormous market
potential and hundreds of millions of intelligent and hardworking people.” “The horizons
for China’s development are full
of promise,” Li said.
The congress also outlined
the party’s plan, disclosed in a
surprise move on Thursday
night,fornewlawsinHongKong
In a speech detailing the plan,
Wang Chen, a Politburo member
andfirstvicechairmanofthecongress, pointed to the protesters in
Hong Kong who defaced the national flag and surrounded
Beijing’sofficesinthecityasposing
athreattoChina’ssovereignty.He
alsocitedlong-heldsuspicionsby
Beijing that foreign governments
had incited the recent protests in
HongKong,eventhoughevidence
tosupportthisislimited. NYT

Foreign travellers to Virus surge in Indonesia raises
be quarantined for 14 questions on battle readiness
days, announces UK
ASSOCIATED PRESS
JAKARTA, MAY 22

ADITI KHANNA

LONDON, MAY 22
The United Kingdom government announced tough new
measures on Friday for international travellers coming into the
country as the coronavirus pandemic lockdown is gradually
eased, including 14-day mandatory quarantines and possible
fines for a breach.
UKHomeSecretaryPritiPatel,
whomadetheannouncementat
thedailyDowningStreetbriefing
inLondon,saidthenewmeasures
will come into force from June 8
with penalties of up to 1,000
pounds for quarantine breaches
enforced from mid-June.
“We are introducing these
new measures now to keep the
transmissionratedownandpreventadevastatingsecondwave,”
said Patel.
“I fully expect the majority of
people will do the right thing
and abide by these measures.
Butwewilltakeenforcementaction against a small reckless minority of people who endanger
the safety of others,” she said.
The Indian-origin Cabinet
minister said spot checks would
be carried out by the UK Border
Force to ensure travellers abide
by the rules, with those failing to
comply facing refusal of entry to
the UK. PTI

Move will come into force
from June 8: Priti Patel

Roleof border
restrictions
THEMOVEtorestoreborder restrictions comes as
the UK believes that the
number of new cases in
the country has dropped,
andthatthenextstepisto
controltransmissionfrom
abroad, as per a scientific
advisor. However, some
havequestionedthedelay
inimplementingtherule.
Airlines have also voiced
worries that the move
could worsen an already
criticalsituationforthem.

INDONESIA HAS seen a surge in
infections ahead of this this
weekend'scelebrationsmarking
the end of Ramadan, raising
questions about the commitmenttothevirusfightfromboth
the government and the public.
Indonesia has the most
Covid-19 fatalities in Southeast
Asia at more than 1,300 and on
Thursday reported its highest
one day count of new infections with 973. The country has
reported nearly 21,000 infections, though actual numbers
are thought to be far higher.

At a market in Jakarta. AP
Health officials have blamed
the surge in cases in the
world's fourth most populous
nation on the public not taking
proper precautions.
“This illustrates people's discipline in obeying health protocolsinfightingtheoutbreak,”said

Achmad Yurianto, the national
COVID-19 task force spokesman.
But politicians have also resisted the guidelines. So far,
only four of Indonesia's 34
provinces and 26 cities have applied large-scale social restriction, all with low levels of public compliance.
Health experts have warned
thatthefightagainstCOVID-19is
far from over, emphasising that
the country's limited testing capabilities have made it harder to
getanaccuratepictureof thetrue
extent of the pandemic.
The government, nevertheless, has insisted the country
mustbe readytogetbacktonormal by the end of July.

DEFENCE BUDGET

China is pushing for new
laws to prevent and punish
secession, subversion and
foreign infiltration that it
has blamed for fuelling
unrest in Hong Kong. It
would also allow the

The defence budget
has been hiked by 6.6 per
cent to $179 billion, the
lowest increment
in recent years. China's
defence budget this year
will be around 1.27 trillion
yuan against last year's
$177.61 billion, as
per a submitted draft

“We are concerned with
the situation in Hong Kong.
We have 300,000
Canadians who live in
Hong Kong and that’s one
of the reasons why we
want to ensure that the
one country, two systems
approach continues for
Hong Kong”

“Hong Kong has flourished
as a bastion of liberty. The
US strongly urges Beijing to
reconsider its disastrous
proposal, abide by its
international obligations,
and respect Hong Kong's
high degree of autonomy,
democratic institutions,
and civil liberties...”

JUSTIN TRUDEAU

MIKE POMPEO

SECURITY LAWS

HONG KONG'S pro-democracy
lawmakers sharply criticised
China's move to take over longstalled efforts to enact national
security legislation in the semiautonomous territory, saying it
goes against the “one country,
two systems” framework that
promises the city freedoms not
found on the mainland.
The move drew strong rebukes from the US government
and rights groups. Despite that,
Beijing appears to have lost patience and is determined to assert greatercontrolandlimitopposition activity following last
year's protests.
“Xi Jinping has torn away
the whole pretense of 'one
country, two systems',” former
pro-democracy lawmaker Lee
Cheuk-yan said of China's
leader.
He said at a press briefing by
opposition parties and activists
that the move shows Beijing is
“directly taking control."
“They're trying to ban every organisation in Hong Kong who
dares to speak out against the
Communist Party,” he said.

mainland’s feared
security agencies to set
up operations publicly in
the city for the first time

CANADA’S PRIME MINISTER

US SECRETARY OF STATE

“We are monitoring the situation closely and expect China
to respect Hong Kong's rights and freedoms and high
degree of autonomy. As a party to the joint declaration, the
UK is committed to upholding Hong Kong's autonomy...”

SPOKESPERSON, UNITED KINGDOM

Saudi Arabia, UAE mosques
to stay closed for Eid prayers
REUTERS

DUBAI, MAY 22
MOSQUES WILL remain closed
for prayers on the Eid Al-Fitr festival, Saudi and United Arab
Emirates officials said on Friday,
calling on the population to adheretosafetyguidelinestoavoid
the spread of the coronavirus.
TheEid,whichmarkstheend
of the holy fasting month of
Ramadan, may fall on Saturday
or Sunday in the Gulf region.
SaudiIslamicAffairsMinister
Abdullatif al-Sheikh gave instructionsnottohaveEidprayers
in mosques, Saudi state TV
quoted him as saying. “Muslims
will hold the Eid prayer at home

because of the pandemic,” the
Saudi Press Agency cited Sheikh
AbdulBarial-Thubaiti,theimam,
or the prayer leader, of the
Prophet’s Mosque in Medina, as
saying in the Friday sermon.
During Ramadan, prayers
without worshippers were held
by the imams in the two holy
mosques of Mecca and Medina,
in the west of the kingdom.
TheDubaigovernment’smedia office said on Twitter
mosqueswillremainclosed,and
listedaseriesof Eidcustomsthat
should not be observed, including family visits and giving gifts.
Countries like Turkey, Iraq
and Jordan, will impose roundthe-clock curfews for the duration of the holiday.

Pandemic halts vaccinations for 80 million children
ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON, MAY 22

THECORONAVIRUS pandemicis
interrupting immunisation
against diseases including
measles, polio and cholera that
could put the lives of nearly 80
millionchildrenundertheageof
1 at risk, according to a new
analysis from the World Health
Organization and partners.
In a new report issued on
Friday, health officials warned
that more than half of 129 coun-

68

■ The number of poor and
middle-income countries that
have had some degree of
disruption of vaccine services
through clinics and through
large inoculation campaigns
tries where immunisation data
were available reported moderate, severe or total suspensions

of vaccination services during
March and April.
“Disruptiontoimmunisation
programs from the COVID-19
pandemic threatens to unwind
decades of progress against vaccine-preventable diseases like
measles,” said WHO directorgeneral Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus in a statement. The
report was also produced by
UNICEF, the Sabin Vaccine
Institute and GAVI.
Officials also noted that 46
campaigns to vaccinate children
against polio have been sus-

pended in 38 countries, mostly
in Africa, as a result of the pandemic. Measles campaigns have
been suspended in 27 countries.
Experts say children need
routine immunisations before
the age of 2.
In April, WHO and partners
reluctantly recommended a
temporaryhalttomasspolioimmunisation campaigns, recognizing the move would lead to a
resurgence. Wiping out polio requires that more than 90 per
cent of children be immunised,
which is typically done in mass

New Delhi

campaigns involving millions of
healthworkersthatwouldbreak
social distancing guidelines.
More than a dozen countries
inAfricahavereportedpoliooutbreaks this year, all caused by a
rare mutation in the virus contained in the vaccine. Health officials had originally hoped to
eradicate polio by 2000.
“We cannot let our fight
against one disease come at the
expense of long-term progress
in our fight against other diseases,” said Henrietta Fore,
UNICEF's executive director.
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GOLD

RUPEE

`41,705

OIL

`75.95

SILVER

$26.15

`38,100

Note: Spot gold markets are shut due to lockdown in major states;* gold per 10g, silver per 1 kg; Indian basket as on March 19, 2020

SENSEX: 30,672.59 ▼ 260.31 NIFTY: 9,039.25 ▼ 67.00 NIKKEI: 20,388.16 ▼ 164.15 HANG SENG: 22,930.14 ▼ 1,349.89 FTSE: 5,983.96 ▼ 31.29 DAX: 11,102.96 ▲ 37.03
International market data till 1900 IST

RBI ALSO EXTENDS TIME TO COMPLETE REMITTANCES AGAINST NORMAL IMPORTS

EasierfundflowsforIndiaInc:Banks’group
exposurelimithikedto30%ofcapitalbase
ENSECONOMICBUREAU

The reduction in
policy rate by 40 bps
under the
assumption that
growth in FY21 will
be negative is an
appropriate moveto
support economic
activity”
RAJNISHKUMAR
CHAIRMAN,
STATE BANK OF INDIA

... Ficci feels that
more support will be
required on an
ongoing basis both
from RBI and
government...”
SANGITAREDDY
PRESIDENT, FICCI

MUMBAI,MAY22

TO FACILITATE the flow of funds
tocorporates,theReserveBankof
India(RBI)onFridaydecided,asa
one-time measure, to increase a
bank’sexposuretoagroupofconnected companies from 25 per
cent to 30 per cent of the eligible
capital base of the bank. The increasedlimitwillbeapplicableup
to June 30, 2021.
Under the existing guidelines
on the Large Exposures Framework, the exposure of a bank to a
group of connected counterparties should not be higher than 25
per cent of the lender’s eligible
capital base at all times.
“On account of the COVID-19
pandemic, debt markets and
othercapitalmarketsegmentsare
witnessing heightened uncertainty,”RBIGovernorShaktikanta
Dassaid.Asaresult,manycorporatesarefindingitdifficulttoraise
fundsfromthecapitalmarketand

FM MEETS HEADS OF STATE-OWNED BANKS

Atmanirbhar Bharat:
PSBs asked to implement
measures for each sector
ENSECONOMICBUREAU

arepredominantlydependenton
funding from banks, he added.
“AnothermovetheRBIshould
consider is to allow one-time restructuring of loans to relieve
stressedbusinesses.Groupexposurelimitforlenderstocorporates
to 30 per cent from 25 per cent is
a welcome move too, as it is ex-

Macroeconomic impact of virus
more severe than expected: RBI
The RBI has slashed the repo rate by 40 bps to 4.00 per cent,
as “the macroeconomic impact of the pandemic is turning
out to be more severe than initially anticipated and various
sectors of the economy are experiencing acute stress”

REVISION IN POLICY RATES (figures in %)

NEWDELHI,MAY22

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday held a reviewmeetingwithheadsof public sector banks (PSBs), asking
them to implement the sectoral
measures announced as part of
the Atmanirbhar Bharat package
torevivetheeconomyaffectedby
COVID-19. The meeting via video
conferencing took place in the
backdropof theCentreannouncingseveralmeasuresthatdepend
upon action by banks, such as Rs
3-lakh crore of fresh loans for
MSMEs.Atthemeeting,everyone
alignedontheneedforquicklyaddressingtheneedsofMSMEsand
othercustomers.Operationaldetails of the measures will be released soon, according to the
DepartmentofFinancialServices.
SincetheUnionCabinethasalready approved various schemes
announced under the package,
operationalguidelineshavebeen
issued to banks. Under the
EmergencyCreditLineGuarantee
Scheme(ECLGS)worthRs3-lakh
croreforMSMEs,interestratesare
capped at 9.25 per cent for banks
and financial institutions, and at
14 per cent for NBFCs.
National Credit Guarantee
Trustee Company (NCGTC) will
provide 100 per cent guarantee
against losses on loans advanced
to eligible MSMEs and MUDRA
borrowers under the scheme,
which is open till October 31. All
MSME borrower standard accountswithoutstandingcreditof
up to Rs 25 crore as on February
29, and with an annual turnover
of uptoRs100crorewouldbeeligible for guaranteed emergency
credit line funding. They can get
up to 20 per cent fresh loans of
their entire outstanding credit.
Inordertopushcreditintothe
economy, the government has
alsoclarifiedtobankersthatnoactionwillbetakenagainstthemfor
commercial decisions gone
wrong.“LoansworthoverRs6.68

RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das said many corporates
are finding it difficult to
raise funds from the
capital market. PTI

pected to help banks meet the
borrowing requirements of the
private sector,” said Chandrajit
Banerjee, director general of
ConfederationofIndianIndustry.
Meanwhile, the central bank
has also decided to extend the
time period for completion of remittancesagainstnormalimports
into India (except in cases where
amounts are withheld towards
guarantee of performance) from
6 months to 12 months from the
dateofshipmentforsuchimports
made on or before July 31, 2020.
The measure will provide
greater flexibility to importers in
managing their operating cycles
in a COVID-19 environment, the
Reserve Bank said. COVID-19 related disruptions to cross-border
tradehaveimposedslowdownin
manufacturing/sale of finished
products, and delay in realisation
of sale proceeds, both domestically and overseas.
Inturn,thishaselongatedthe
operating cycle for business entities, it added.

MSME credit
guarantee,
Kisan credit
cards key
THEGOVERNMENT
meetingwithbanks
aimedtoquicklyoperationalisevariousmeasuresannouncedaspartof
AtmanirbharBharat
package,keyamong
thembeingfullcredit
guaranteeonRs3lakh
croreof loanstoMSMEs
andcreditdisbursalto
farmersthroughfresh
Kisancreditcards.
Ensuringthatliquidity
reachestotheborrowers
—suchassmallvendors,
corporatesandfarmers—
isakeychallengeinimplementingtherelief
measures.

lakh crore were sanctioned by
PSBs during March 1 - May 19 for
59.79 lakh accounts from MSME,
Retail, Agriculture & Corporate
sectors.Asteadyincreaseincredit
availability for each of these vital
sectors”theFinanceMinistrysaid
in a tweet earlier in the day.
Itadded,“PublicSectorBanks
sanctionedoverRs1.07lakhcrore
asemergencycreditlines&working capital enhancements in the
period March 20 to May 19, with
Rs25,527croreofthisamountalreadybeingavailedbycustomers.”
AsperaPTIreport,theFinance
Minister has emphasised on the
quickdisbursalofadditionalloans
toMSMEs,tosimplifyprocess,formats and documentation, Indian
BankManagingDirectorPadmaja
Chundurusaidafterthemeeting.

Date
Feb7, 2019
Apr4,2019
Jun6,2019
Aug7,2019
Oct4,2019
Dec5,2019
Feb6,2020
Mar27,2020
May22,2020

Bank rate
6.50
6.25
6.00
5.65
5.40
5.40
5.40
4.65
4.65

Repo rate
6.25
6.00
5.75
5.40
5.15
5.15
5.15
4.40
4.00

Reverserepo
6.00
5.75
5.50
5.15
4.90
4.90
4.90
4.00
3.35

MPC members Ravindra H Dholakia,
Janak Raj, Michael Patra and Shaktikanta
Das voted for a 40-bp cut in repo rate.
Chetan Ghate voted for a 25-bp cut

CRR
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
3.00
3.00

MUMBAI, MAY 22

GLOBAL INVESTMENT firm KKR
has decided to invest Rs 11,367
crore in Jio Platforms, a whollyowned subsidieary of Reliance
Industries Limited (RIL). The
transaction values Jio Platforms
at an equity value of Rs 4.91 lakh
crore and an enterprise value of
Rs 5.16 lakh crore.
This is KKR’s largest investment in Asia and will translate
into a 2.32 per cent equity stake
in Jio Platforms on a fully diluted
basis. Over the last month, leading investors such as Facebook,
Silver Lake, Vista and General
Atlantic, and now KKR, have announced aggregate investments
of Rs 78,562 crore into Jio
Platforms.
Mukesh Ambani, chairman
and MD, RIL, said, “We are looking forward to leveraging KKR’s
globalplatform,industryknowledgeandoperationalexpertiseto

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) on Friday decided to extend a line of
credit of Rs 15,000 crore to
the Export-Import Bank of
India (Exim Bank) for a periodof90daysfromthedate
ofavailmentwithrolloverup
toamaximumperiodofone
year,soastoenableittoavail
a US dollar swap facility to
meetitsforeignexchangerequirements.
“AsEximBankpredominantly relies on foreign currency resources raised from
international financial markets for its operations, it is
facingchallengestoraisefundsininternational debtcapital markets,” the central
bank said. ENS

4.00%:

New repo rate, the rate at
which the RBI lends
funds with security

3.35%:

New reverse repo rate,
the rate at which RBI
borrows from banks

4.65%:

Bank rate, the rate at
which RBI lends shortterm funds to banks sans
security

As supply lines get restored in the
coming months with gradual relaxations
in the lockdown, unusual spike in food
inflation in April is expected to moderate

KKR to buy 2.32% stake in
Jio Platforms for `11,367 cr
ENSECONOMICBUREAU

`15,000-crore
credit line for
Exim Bank

The transaction values
Jio Platforms at an
equity value of
`4.91 lakh crore and an
enterprise value of
`5.16 lakh crore
further grow Jio.”
HenryKravis,co-founderand
co-CEO of KKR, said, “We view
this landmark investment as a
strongindicatorofKKR’scommitmenttosupportingleadingtechnology companies in India and
Asia Pacific.”
Since inception, KKR has invested over $30 billion (total enterprisevalue)intechcompanies,
and today, its technology portfolio has over 20 companies across
the technology, media and telecomsectors.Inaddition,Indiahas
been a key strategic market for
KKRwithahistoryof investingin
the country since 2006, it said.

Compiled
by: ENS
Economic
Bureau

Economy to
contract in
FY21: Moody’s
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, MAY 22

MOODY’SINVESTORSServiceon
FridaysaidIndia’seconomyisexpected to contract for the first
time in more than four decades
saying economic damage owing
tothecoronavirus-inducedlockdown will be significant with
lowerconsumptionandsluggish
business activity.
Even before the coronavirus
outbreak, Indian economy already was growing at its slowest
pace in six years and with the
stimulus measures announced
by the government falling short
of expectations, the disruptions
are likely to be greater.
“We now expect India’s
growthtoregisterarealGDPcontractionforthefiscalyearending
in March 2021 (fiscal 2020-21),
from our earlier projection of
zero growth,” Moody’s said in a
research note.

Amid worries over high level of
pulses inflation, RBI Guv calls
for re-appraisal of import duties
LOWER IMPORTS OF PULSES OVER THE YEARS
TYPE OF PULSES

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2019-JAN 2020
$1.31 bn

Dried leguminous vegetables

$4.3 bn

$2.96 bn

$1.18 bn

Peas

$1.21 bn

$921.10 mn

$243.45 mn $187.89 mn

Chickpeas

$ 907.01 mn $843.60 mn $110.15 mn

$177.96 mn

Black or Green gram beans
(Urad or Moong)

$677.33 mn

$187.97 mn

$286.24 mn $321.16 mn

Lentils (Mosur)

$629.86 mn $475.36 mn $100.69 mn $330.40 mn

Pigeon Peas

$609.36 mn $220.11 mn

$249.93 mn $269.29 mn

Source: Ministry of Commerce and Industry

‘CUT DUTIES TO
AT LEAST 15%’

PRABHA RAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 22

WITH THE COVID-19 outbreak
and the nationwide lockdown
leading to a surge in the prices of
pulses in India, Reserve Bank of
India(RBI)GovernorShaktikanta
Das on Friday flagged the need
for a review of the import duties
levied on these products.
Some experts feel the duties
would have to be brought down
to at least 15 per cent from dutiesashighas50percentatpresent, in order to ensure sufficient
supplyandstabilisetheseprices.
“The supply shock to food
pricesinAprilmayshowpersistence over the next few months,
depending upon the state of the
lockdown and the time taken to
restore the supply chains after
relaxation of the lockdown.
Among the pressure points, the
elevated level of pulses inflation
is worrisome and warrants
timely and swift supply side interventions, including a re-appraisalof theimportduties,”said
Das during Friday’s announcement, where the central bank
cut interest rates and extended
the moratorium on term loans
and working capitals by another
three months.
Food inflation — which had
eased in February and March —
had “suddenly reversed” and
surged 8.6 per cent in April “as
supplydisruptionstooktheirtoll
immunetotheongoingdemand
compression”, said Das, citing
“incomplete” inflation data by
the
National
Statistics

■Someexpertsfeelthe
dutieswouldhavetobe
broughtdowntoatleast
15percentfromduties
ashighas50percentat
present,inorderto
ensuresufficientsupply
andstabilisetheseprices
■Importsof most
pulsesdroppedbetween
2016-17and2018-19,
accordingto datafrom
theMinistryof
CommerceandIndustry
Organisation (NSO).
“Prices of vegetables, pulses,
oilseeds, milk and cereals
emerged as pressure points,” he
said, adding that the inflation
outlook is “highly uncertain”.
Indiaproduced23.40million
tonnes of pulses in the 2018-19
crop year, 25.42 million tonnes
in 2017-18, and 23.13 million
tonnes in 2016-17, according to
government data.
Prior to this, production of
pulses in the country remained
below 20 million tonnes (between 2005-06 and 2015-16).
Meanwhile, imports of most
pulses dropped between 201617 and 2018-19, according to
data from the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.
“Normally, for all theseyears,
we were continuously short of
pulses. But, in 2016-17, we had

CBDT: `26,242 crore
of I-T refunds released
till May 21 this fiscal
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MAY22

THE CENTRAL Board of Direct
Taxes(CBDT)onFridaysaidithas
issued income taxrefunds worth
Rs 26,242 crore to 16.8 lakh assesseesduringtheApril1-May21
period. The finance ministry said
refunds are being expedited to
ease cash flow issues being faced
byassesseesduringthelockdown.
The amount includes corporatetaxrefundsof Rs11,610crore
tooveronelakhtaxpayersandRs
14,632croreto15.8lakhassessees
from other categories, including
salaried individuals. Refunds are
forincometaxreturnsfiledinthe
assessment year (AY) 2019-20.
Of the total refund since April
1, the board said it has issued Rs
9,387 crore to 1.6 lakh taxpayers
inthelastweekalone.Anamount
ofRs6,714crorehasbeengivento

corporate assessees including
trusts, MSMEs, proprietorships
and partnerships, among others.
The Income Tax Department
issues refunds after returns are
processedatitscentralprocessing
centre (CPC) in Bengaluru. From
FY17toFY19,theDepartmenthad
clearedrefundsworthRs1.63lakh
crore, Rs 1.52 lakh crore and Rs
1.61 lakh crore, respectively. As of
November 28 last, the Departmenthadsaid,ithadprocessed20
per cent more refunds as against
the year-ago period.
“CPC processed 2.1 crore refund for returns in AY 2019-20,
comparedto1.75coreinAY201819refundreturnsforthesameperiod in FY2018-19, an increase of
20 per cent. The total amount of
refunds issued in FY2019-20 till
November 28 was Rs 1.46 lakh
crore,ascomparedtoRs1.19lakh
crore in same period previous
year,” it added. FE

US class action lawsuit
‘Health may emerge as basic need along UK court orders Anil
with food, shelter in post-COVID world’ Ambani to pay $717 million against Infosys, top
to three Chinese banks
management dismissed
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MAY22

GLOBALDATAanalyticscompany
Nielsen’s Indian arm Friday said
that health could emerge as a basic need along with food, shelter,
and clothing in a post COVID-19
world, and that some consumer
habits of the past such as “indulgence” may never come back.
“As the time passes and restriction on living conditions in
India eases out, some behaviours
will not return to previous states
or habits. Many behaviours are
likelytobere-balancedasthenew
norm for consumers as their circumstances have been irrevocablyimpacted,”thecompanysaid.
The findings and predictions
are a result of online surveys that

Nielsen had undertaken across
manycitiesinIndiainApril.Inthe
survey, most respondents said
thattheywouldgravitatetowards
familiarproductsinapostCOVID19world;about66percentwould
holdontomoneyratherthangoing ahead with their plan to buy
newitems.Only28percentofrespondents, most of whom were
planning to buy furniture and
durables, are likely to go ahead
withtheirinvestmentasplanned,
the survey noted.
“As income levels are impacted, in general, the majority
will adopt the ‘cut back and save’
mindset—cuttingdownonnonessential travel (holidays) and
other discretionary spends.
Governments would tend to bail
outkeyindustriesandcompanies,
andshallpromote‘buylocal’cam-

paigns via subsidies and incentives,” Nielsen said. In its survey,
thedataanalytics firm also noted
that the sales of non-vegetarian
food items were impacted as
nearly more than 50 per cent of
respondentssaidthattheywould
avoid eating such food items as a
“precautionary measure”.
Thesalesandconsumptionof
privatewhitelabelbrands,which
rushedintofillthevoidcreatedby
supply chain issues of bigger
brands, rose by as much as 5-6
percentage points during lockdown, compared to the December-January period, Nielsen
said. The Indian Express had in
April reported that the bigger
FMCG manufacturers had been
facing supply constrains as over
90 per cent of India’s trucks were
then off the roads.

ADITI KHANNA

LONDON, MAY 22
A UK court on Friday directed
Reliance Group chairman Anil
Ambani to pay nearly $717 million to three Chinese banks pursuingtherecoveryof fundsowed
to them as part of a loan agreement within 21 days.
Ataremotelyheldhearing,in
line with procedures in place for
COVID-19, Justice Nigel Teare
ruledattheCommercialDivision
of theHighCourtof Englandand
Wales in London that a personal
guaranteedisputedbyAmbaniis
binding on him. “It is declared
that the Guarantee is binding on
theDefendant(Ambani),”Justice

Teare’s order notes.
“Itisdeclaredthat...sumpayable by Defendant to the Claimant (banks) pursuant to the
GuaranteeisUSD716,917,681.51,”
it reads. A spokesperson for Ambanisaiditpertainstoanalleged
personal guarantee for a corporate loan availed by Reliance
Communications Ltd (RCom) in
2012 for global refinancing.
“Itisemphasisedthatitisnot
a personal loan of Mr Ambani.
ICBC(IndustrialandCommercial
Bank of China) made their claim
based on an alleged guarantee
that was never signed by Mr
Ambani and he has consistently
denied having authorised anyone to execute any guarantee on
his behalf,” the person said. PTI

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,MAY22

INFOSYSONFridaysaidaclassactionlawsuitfiledagainstthecompany and some of its employees
in the US District Court has been
dismissed.Themovecomesafter
whistleblower complaints alleging certain unethical practices by
thetopmanagementemergedin
October last year.
Infosys had disclosed that it
hadreceivedwhistleblowercomplaints alleging certain unethical
practicesbythetopmanagement.
US market regulator Securities
andExchangeCommission(SEC)
had also investigated the matter.
“The complaint, which was

“The complaint ... was
brought on behalf of a
class consisting of
persons or entities who
purchased the
company’s publicly
traded securities”
INFOSYS

filedintheEasternDistrictofNew
York, was brought on behalf of a
class consisting of persons or entities who purchased the company’s publicly traded securities
betweenJuly7,2018andOctober
20,2019,andallegedclaimsforviolations of the US federal securitieslaws,”Infosyssaidinaregulatory filing on Friday.

New Delhi

around six million tonnes jump
in production. This used to be on
average the amount in pulses
that we would import every
year,” said Dr Ashok Gulati,
Infosys chair professor for agriculture at ICRIER. This led to a
raiseinimport dutiestoasmuch
as 50 per cent from around five
per cent earlier, he said.
“Now, we have run out of all
thosestocks andthere is domestic pressure and excessive demand, perhaps because of the
lockdown ... the only way to cool
downthepressureistoaugment
supply by reducing the duty to
around 15 per cent,” Gulati said.
The nationwide lockdown
hasalso halted activitiesin pulse
mills,leadingtotheshortfalland
sharpspikeinpricecurrentlybeing experienced, according to
TradePromotionCouncilof India
(TPCI) chairman Mohit Singla.
“Approximately3milliontonnes
of imported pulses would be
needed to meet the shortfall in
thecurrentfiscalyear,asdomesticconsumptionof pulsesisat25
million tonnes,” he said.
“A productiontargetof 26.30
million tonnesfor pulses was set
by the Union Government for
theyear2019-20.Theactualproduction would be reduced by 10
per cent because of unseasonal
rain and a subsequent reduction
in the area of land being cultivated for pulses,” Singla said.
“Thus, the government may
thinktofurtherrevisetheimport
quota or can also think to reduce
import tariff as suggested by RBI
to release the inflationary pressure,” he added.

BRIEFLY

BharatBond
ETF’ssecond
trancheinJuly
New Delhi: Edelweiss Asset
Management Friday said it
willlaunchthesecondtranche of Bharat Bond ETF in
July,withtwonewseries,to
raiseuptoRs14,000crore.It
comes after the successful
launchof theinitialseriesof
the ETF in December 2019.

ESICscheme:
Enrolmentsin
Marat8.21lakh
NewDelhi:Around8.21lakh
new members joined the
ESIC-run social security
scheme in March 2020, accordingtopayrolldataofthe
Employees' State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC).

IDFCFirstBank
posts`76.36cr
netprofitinQ4
New Delhi: IDFC First Bank
Fridaypostedaconsolidated
net profit of Rs 76.36 crore
for January-March 2020, as
againstalossof Rs212crore
in the year-ago quarter. PTI

Oilfallsover3%
onChina-US
tensions
NewYork:Oilpricestumbled
about3percentonFridayon
rising US-China tensions
and doubts about how
quickly fuel demand would
recover from the coronavirus crisis. Brent crude
dropped $1.10, or 3.1 per
cent, to $34.96 a barrel by
1707 GMT, while US WTI
crudefell96cents,or2.8per
cent, to $32.96. REUTERS
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BIO-BUBBLE FOR SA PLAYERS

Cricket South Africa (CSA) plan to isolate players and support staff in a "biobubble" to minimise their exposure to COVID-19 and hasten a return to play.
CSA has studied the best practices used by the German Bundesliga, which
resumed last weekend, and hope to implement them when India are scheduled
to visit for three lucrative Twenty20 Internationals in late August.

Play Pause

Sports authority’s SOP allows restricted training but athletes across sports are not ready to return just yet
SHIVANI NAIK

22 tournaments in 5
months leave
players shocked

MUMBAI, MAY 22
ELITE SHUTTLERS resuming training could
well depend on the state of lockdown in
Telangana,which is currently operationaltill
May31.Withstadiums,gymsandswimming
pools closed, badminton players have ruled
out resumption till the end of the month.
Decision-makers in the national federation are reluctant to risk a resumption and
put their top names in harm’s way even as
the world body’s revamped schedule for
2020 put them in a quandary on Friday. The
top shuttlers are clear that risking infection
owing to unnecessary travel or training risks
makes no sense.
While the Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP) of the Sports Authority of India allows
for outdoor warm-ups and indoor training
with two players and one coach, practical
problems include having to touch shuttles,
and having to go full throttle in training for
at least 2-3 weeks prior to tournaments resuming.
Playing in competitions after half-intensity training, while restrictions stay on gyms
and indoor courts, looks like a massive impediment, especially if the lockdown regulations in the state are extended.
“Telangana lockdown is till 31st. So, at
presentnochanceof practisingoncourtorin
gyms,” PV Ramana, Sindhu’s father, said.
Doubles shuttler Chirag Shetty said that
eventually travelling to Hyderabad was inevitable, but no plans were firmed up for another fortnight or till governments give the
go-ahead. “It may not be the safest but I feel
the world has to accept the fact that it won’t
go away just like that and we need to take all
necessary precautions,” he said.
The BWF put out a tournament schedule
onFriday,subjecttolocalguidelines.Itforced
players to contemplate the logistics of travellingtoHyderabadorworkingoutatraining
schedule tiptoeing around what’s possible
despite the lockdown restrictions.
“Oncetrainingresumes,allSAIguidelines
will be followed. Things might look normal
once lockdown eases but cases are rising
everywhere and the risk is immense, so
we’re really not sure if we should jump into
it,” another player said.

PV Sindhu’s father Ramana says with the lockdown enforced in Telangana till
May 31, there is no question of returning to court or training in the gym. File

Archers told to stay put

Shooters reluctant

According to an Archery Association of
India (AAI) official, their two go-to venues –
Delhi and Kolkata – are currently out of
bounds.
“We were considering the Yamuna
Sports Complex in Delhi as a possible venue
to restart our camp. But that is currently a
quarantine facility. And the situation in
Kolkata, where we routinely train, is tough
because of the cyclone,” the official said.
Hence, the archers have been told to continue training at home.

With no events likely this year, shooters
are in no rush to return to the ranges. A federation official said a camp is unlikely before
July. Apart from the obvious health risk, the
official said there were logistical problems
as well. “There are strict limits on baggage a
passenger can carry in airlines. Shooters
travel with weapons and ammunition and
have a lot of check-in as well as cabin baggage. So that’s an issue,” the official said.

Boxing targets June return

A Boxing Federation of India official said
theyarenotkeento‘risk’thepugilists’health
by making them travel at the moment.
However, discussions have begun regarding
the dates to restart the national camp, with
mid-June as the first target. “Whatever decision we will take with regards to restarting
thecamp,itwilldependonthesituationprevailing at that time. Also, we have to factor in
a 14-day quarantine period for boxers when
they enter the campus,” the official said.

Table tennis: Players oppose

Players were asked for their availability
to join a nationalcamp two weeks ago either
at Patiala, Sonepat or Kolkata but they didn’t
agree. “There has been a lot of uncertainty,
and travelling at this time doesn’t seem like
a safe option,” said Harmeet Desai, the India
No.3 and world No.72. “There were also no
flightsortrainsatthetimeaswell.”Anycamp
willhaveonlythe topeightmenandwomen
players and two coaches (total of 18), and all
will be given their own rooms.
INPUTS FROM MIHIR VASAVDA & SHAHID JUDGE

Mumbai: Hyderabad Open, a Super
100 tournament kick-starting the international badminton calendar
(August 11-16) according to a revamped BWF schedule, looks highly
unlikely to take off given the prevailing situation in the Telangana capital
which is under lockdown.
While BWF went ahead to announce 22 tournaments in 5 months
from August to December, shuttlers
were left scratching their heads about
how they were going to resume blitzing around the world in search of
points,withinternationaltravelbeing
clipped and the virus still raging
throughswathesof Asia-especiallyin
India.WithnoclarityonOlympicqualification process, which couldn't be
completed, after tournaments were
cancelledinresponsetothepandemic,
shuttlers are once again left wondering about how to plan the rest of the
year. "It's straightforward for those
playing the Super 1000s, but for those
having to choose the next rung, it's
again travel and risking airports Hyderabad, Taipei, Korea, Thomas
Uber Cup in Denmark, and New
Zealandaweeklater.Don'treallyknow
what to think of it," said P Kashyap.
The revamped schedule includes
8 rescheduled tournaments with
zigzagging travel across three continents, and has cramped in the
ThomasUberCupandtheseason-ender into this packed calendar. India
hosts three of the 22 meets Hyderabad, Lucknow and Delhi. An
earliergovernmentstipulationbarred
Indianathletesfromtravellingabroad
till end of the year.
BWF has attached a rider of safety.
“We won’t resume competition unless it is absolutely clear that it is safe
to do so.” SHIVANINAIK

Gloved umpires wouldn’t
hold sweaters, sunglasses
The International Cricket Council perceives the cricket ball as the biggest risk factor
in its endeavours to resume the game. So days after prohibiting the application of
saliva on leather, a usual practice to ‘keep’ the ball, the ICC, in its guidelines to a safe
resumption of the game, sheds a lot of thought on the “management of the ball.”
BALL MANAGING: To start with, they
emphasise on not sharing the
equipment, which is feasible with all
other equipment of the sport but the
cricket ball. It passes hands between
overs, at intervals, and at close of play.
The guidelines vaguely specify rolespecific measures to minimise the risk
the cricket ball entails.
For instance, the umpire can wear
protective gloves, the bowlers should
refrain from touching eyes, nose, and
mouth after making contact with the ball.
They can’t obviously use saliva (though
sweat is permissible), and should
regularly rinse their hands with sanitisers
after touching the ball, which probably
he/she could between overs. Moreover,
they should now manage sun-glasses,
sweaters and caps on their own.
It’s trickier for fielders to keep their hands
regularly sanitised with alcohol-based
hand-rub as the ICC prescribes, especially
in the limited over games, where fielders
are much more in action than the longest
format. Taking breaks between overs is
time-consuming. Maybe, they could keep
a sachet or bottle in their pocket.
GENERAL CAUTION: General hygiene
practices also apply, like “coughing or
sneezing into your bent elbow, no
sharing of water bottles and towels, and
no shared use of equipment, unless it’s an
indispensable part of the protocol. Also,
players, as much as possible, should be
encouraged to adopt a ‘ready to train’
approach where possible, which implies
coming to training prepared without the
need to use any communal facilities such
as changing rooms or showering
facilities. Also, the venue should have
additional changing room facilities to
allow for social distancing. There should
also be no bed linen in treatment rooms.
BIO-SAFETY OFFICIAL: If sports bodies

across the world are building bio-secure
stadiums, the ICC insists on appointing a

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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medical advisor or biosafety official,
whose task is to keep a tab on the biosecurity of a venue as well as players. He
will also be responsible for implementing
government regulations, as well as
assisting “with planning for a safe return
to training and competition.”

PRE-MATCH CHECKS: Teams are

advised pre-match 14-day isolation
camps, where their health, risk factors
and temperature will be continuously
monitored. In this regard, an appropriate
testing plan during training and
competition will be chalked out to
guarantee that the team members and
support staff are uninfected. Depending
on cost, speed, accuracy, and availability,
frequent COVID-19 tests too could be
conducted on the players. Hosts should
facilitate speedy consultations and tests
to minimise waiting time. In short, there
could be an increased presence of
medical staff in the stadium as well as
when a team travels.

BIO-SECURE BUBBLE: As much as they

could, the players should travel in
sanitised vehicles, hopping from one
safety-bubble to the other. If they are
travelling abroad, they should consider
using chartered flights and regulate seat
spacing inside the flights. Besides, they
should undergo mandatory quarantine
after landing in a new country as well
after returning home. If the stadium
doesn’t have inbuilt hotel/lodging
facilities, they should be a dedicated hotel
floor and staff. Rooms shouldn’t be
shared either. Moreover, adequate
arrangements should be in place if a team
member tests positive.

BACKGROUND CHECK: Before allotting

a venue or a training facility, an
assessment should be made on the extent
of the virus spread in the particular
community and whether the community
has the facilities to deal with it.
ENS

DAY TODAY
ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
There seems to be
little ground
between saintly
charitable work and
unpleasant back-biting,
although obviously you have a
choice as to which direction
you steer yourself in.
Whichever you choose, your
attention is likely to shift to
issues affecting your long-term
emotional security.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
The Moon now
indicates that your
mood will change for
the better. You will
become more confident, if a
little emotional. You should
have sufficient faith in yourself
to show your true feelings
instead of keeping them
concealed. It’s all a matter of not
worrying what other
people think.

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

ACROSS
1
It doubles back with an old
master (6)
4
A rough calculation of varying
teatimes (8)
9
Holidays that fall in the
autumn (6)
10 What’s missing in a fight is
obscure (5,3)
12 Plant produced in a hurry
(4)
13 Lift shafts, we hear (5)
14 A travel authority (4)
17 Wrong impression of a key
worker (7,5)
20 An air of conviviality (8,4)
23 Son of Adam said to sound
archaic (4)
24 A step in development (5)
25 Endless danger for a fairy (4)
28 Needy and greedy take a new
turn, I see (8)
29 The perfect beginner?
(6)
30 Makes converse? (8)
31 Break a hole in a wall
(6)

DOWN
1
Turn a blind eye to the French
estimate (8)
2
A wing consisting of ten parts
(8)
3
A sporting investment aid (4)
5
The last fish in the sea? (4,8)
6
In certain charts it may
indicate a mile (4)
7
A Spaniard is a Greek (6)
8
Sex and art production films
may use them (6)
11 Merely a whim to overtake?
(7,5)
15 Too much interest is shown in
it (5)
16 Russian long-distance crosscountry runner (5)
18 Sharp decline in air traffic (8)
19 A most unfair condition
(8)
21 Doesn’t put out the port (6)
22 Theysupportvarioustrusts(6)
26 On which landlubbers
constitutionally walk the
plank (4)
27 Cut grass, say, this way (4)

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
As the hours pass
you may begin to
feel that you need
more privacy. You
may be entrusted with a secret
and could even consider
cancelling a social outing. What
now seems certain is that you
are set on a new course in all
relationships, both casual
and intimate.

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
If you’re travelling
today, you should be
prepared for
adventure, and also
to end up somewhere quite
different from where you
intended! In all discussions, it
seems to be personal opinion
rather than truth which will
hold the day. But then, that’s
just what you’re used to.

SolutionsCrossword4124Across: 1Cabal,4Barrier,8Spa,9Absentees,10
Outdone,11Wiser,13Stamps,15Dynamo,18Tango,19Baddebt,21Suffocate,23
Obi,24Enraged,25Match.Down:1Customs,2Boattrain,3Llano,4Bashed,5
Runaway,6Ice,7Riser,12Scapegoat,14Prolong,16Ostrich,17Aboard,18Taste,
20Dream,22For.

NYAOR

DEOZNS

CRRII

ALSTVY

DifficultyLevel3s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappearineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns,in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.
DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4116

Givenbelowarefourjumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selectthelettersintheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Theoptometristranformayorbecausehewasa____.(9)

SUDOKU 4117

JUMBLED WORDS

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
You may feel free to
be a little more
selfish today than of
late. You have given
enough to other people, and
now it is time to look after
yourself once again. Watch out
for spiralling financial costs,
and take the necessary action.
Don’t let anyone take you for
a ride.
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Today’s colourful
planetary picture
awakens a crusading
spirit which has
already been glimpsed and
could be even stronger next
week. You may be as
enthusiastic as you like, but
never expect others to agree
with you. Perhaps you should
try to respect friends’ opinions a
little more.

BY PETER VIDAL
LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
If you’re working
today, or otherwise
preoccupied with
routine chores,
especially charitable acts, you
may not know where to stop.
The last thing you should do is
to leave yourself worn out and
flat on your back. Pace yourself
properly, and relax when you
need to.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
All the most
important planetary
aspects are aligned
in social areas of
your chart. The net result
should be that you’ll be meeting
new faces, letting your hair
down and enjoying yourself as
never before. Oh, and don’t let
routine commitments hold
you back.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
There seems to be a
conflict of interest
between your or a
partner’s
professional duties on the one
hand, and family commitments
on the other. Right now, private
life may have to take
precedence over professional.
People to whom you have
made promises need to
come first.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Everything in your
solar chart shouts
about a new
restlessness. This is
partly to do with a desire to
travel and encounter new ideas
and people, but also with a
feeling that life should be
more enjoyable. After all,
you have put in your share of
hard work.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Today’s planetary
picture denotes the
possibility of large
transfers of cash. It’s
unclear, however, whether this
will be put to good use, or
whether you’ll be tipping your
savings into a financial black
hole. Neither is it certain
whether it will all happen in
your dreams.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
It’s time to break the
habits of a lifetime.
Forget that you’re
supposed to be shy
and sensitive. This is a day to do,
say and feel whatever you want,
regardless of social pressures or
partners’ prejudices. For once,
you can be the iron fist in the
velvet glove. One word of
wisdom, though — be kind to
those people who genuinely
need your help.

SOLUTION: RAYON, CIRRI, DOZENS, VASTLY
Answer: The optometrist ran for mayor because he was a visionary.
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