
 

The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of

information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and

accurate and reliably reported from across a 

nation in quarantine. 

A voice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells. 

Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express

to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis  through the day on 

indianexpress.com

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE
SINCE 1932



DA ILY FROM: AHMEDABAD , CHAND IGARH , DELH I , JA IPUR , KOLKATA , LUCKNOW, MUMBAI , NAGPUR , PUNE , VADODARA

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2020, NEW DELHI, LATE CITY, 14 PAGES `6.00 (`8 PATNA & RAIPUR, `12 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SINCE 1932

THEWORLD

1MILLIONUSCASES,
TOLL SURPASSES
VIETNAMWAR
PAGE11

PRABHARAGHAVAN,
TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA&
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OFTHE thousands of COVID-19
patients admitted in hospitals
around the country, just around
800 are critical, requiring either
oxygen support, ventilators or
treatmentinICUs(IntensiveCare
Units). Privatehos-
pitals, which ac-
count for two-
thirds of hospital
beds in India, and
almost 80per cent
ofavailableventila-
tors, are handling
lessthan10percent
of thiscritical load.
Thisisjustonesymptomofa

larger trend over the last three
months: the Rs 2.4-lakh-crore
private health care sector has
largely been relegated to the
sidelines, watching the public
health care system— govern-
ment hospitals, doctors, nurses
and paramedics — battle the
Covidpandemic.
Behind this are a set of cir-

cumstancesthatrangefromthe
natureof governmentpolicyon
managing the pandemic to de-
cisions taken by the hospitals

themselves.
From being sealed in the

early stages after their staff
tested positive, likeWockhardt
inMumbaior theprivatehospi-
tal inBhilwara,torefusingtoad-
mit patients, from suspending
services to playing safe, private
hospitalsaren’tpullingtheirsub-
stantiveweight.
That’snotall.
Nationwide,privatehospitals

employ four out of every five
doctors,butthere-
frain from several
cities and towns
amid the pan-
demic is that they
are locking them-
selves down even
when it comes to
providing non-
Covidhealthcare.

From Patna toMumbai, pri-
vatehospitalscitemanyreasons
to explain their near absence:
lockdownrestrictions, lackof in-
ternal protocols to handle the
pandemic, fear of infection to
their own doctors and nursing
staff, unwillingness to risk the
business from non-Covid
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ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

STATINGTHATrightsofreligious
orlinguisticminoritiestoadmin-
isteraninstitutionunderArticle
30 of the Constitution “are not
above the law and other
Constitutional provisions”, the
Supreme Court ruled
Wednesday that the National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET) for admission to gradu-
ate and post-graduatemedical
and dental courses is “regula-
tory” in nature and in “national
interest” to improve the quality
of medical educationwhich, it
said, has become a “saleable
commodity”.
Disposing a bunch of peti-

tions by the ChristianMedical
College, Vellore, and others, the
bench of Justices ArunMishra,
Vineet Saran andMR Shah or-
deredthatNEETwillbetheonly
exam for admission to the
courses and institutions cannot
beallowedtoconducttheirown
separate exams over and above
NEET.
“We are of the opinion that

rights under Articles 19 (1) (g)
and30 readwithArticles25, 26
and29(1)of theConstitutionof
India donot come in thewayof
securing transparency and
recognitionofmeritsinthemat-
ter of admissions. It is open to
regulating the course of study,
qualifications for ensuring edu-
cational standards. It is open to
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ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
&HARISHDAMODARAN
JALANDHAR,NEWDELHI,
APRIL29

COVID-19hasopenedawindow
of opportunity to wean away
farmers in Punjab andHaryana
fromgrowingrice to lesswater-
guzzling crops such as cotton
andmaize.
Thedriver:Uncertaintyover

the availability of an estimated
million labourers from Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar who under-
takethebulkof thepaddytrans-
planting that begins frommid-
June. That, plus the lack of
mechanical transplanting op-
tions, in contrast to the ubiqui-
tous combines used for both
paddy and wheat harvesting,
means fewer farmers are likely
to takeup rice cultivation in the
comingkharif season.
Manjit Singh Sidhu has, for

over a decade, been farming
paddy on his 13 acres at Uddat
Bhagat Ram village in Punjab’s
Mansa district. But this timehe
hasdecidedtosowcottonon11
acres, limitpaddyto2acres,that
too, subject to getting enough
local labour. “I finishedharvest-
ingwheat onApril 20, and I am
waitingforwaterfromtheKotla
Branchof theSirhindCanal (on
the Sutlej River). They
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Russia under lockdown, India’s manned
space mission trainees confined indoors

Minority institution rights
not above law or absolute:
SC rules on CMC-NEET

SUSHANTSINGH
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

WHILETHEfour IndianAirForce
(IAF) fighter pilots selected tobe
trainedasastronautsforthecoun-
try’sfirstmannedspaceflightmay
have beenmotivated by the ad-
venture of space travel, they
would not have anticipated the

series of events triggeredby the
spreadof thenovelcoronavirus.
A couple of months after

their training began at the
Gagarin Cosmonaut Training
Center (GCTC) in Star City near
Moscow,ithasbeenputonhold
—andthepilotsremainconfined
totheirroomswhileRussiagrap-
pleswith the pandemic. Russia
hadreportednearly1lakhposi-

tivecases,with972deathsuntil
Wednesdayevening.
“The four astronauts-elect

are in good health. The highly
professionalmedical experts of
GCTC are constantly observing
them,” Director General of
Glavkosmos JSC Dmitry
LoskutovtoldTheIndianExpress.
Glavkosmos is the
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FOURDAYSTOENDOFLOCKDOWN

Curbs tobeeased
inmanydistricts;
nomovement
fromcontainment
zones,hotspots

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

IN AN indication of its plans af-
ter May 3 when the current
phaseof thelockdownends,the
CentreonWednesdaysaidthere
will be “considerable relax-
ations” inmanydistricts.
The Union HomeMinistry

alsoissuedguidelinesformove-
ment of stranded migrant
labourers,students,andtourists
who want to return home.
Sources, however, said this will
notapplytothoseinhotspotsor
containmentzones.
In a statement, theMinistry

said, “New guidelines to fight
COVID-19will come into effect
from 4thMay, which shall give
considerable relaxations to
manydistricts.Detailsregarding
this shall be communicated in
comingdays.”
Curbs are expected to be

easedindistrictswherecasesare
tapering. The Health Ministry
has identified 129 of the coun-
try’s736districtsashotspots.On
April 15, at the end of the first
lockdown,177districtshadbeen
notifiedashotspots.
The order allowing inter-

state movement of those
stranded comes almost aweek
afterstatessuchasUttarPradesh
and Madhya Pradesh began
transporting their migrant
labour and students stuck in
otherstates.Wednesday’sorder
said,“Duetolockdown,migrant
workers, pilgrims, tourists, stu-
dents and other persons are
strandedatdifferentplaces.They
wouldbeallowedtomove.”
Incidentally, at a video-con-

ference meeting with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
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KANCHANVASDEV&
ATRIMITRA
CHANDIGARH,KOLKATA,APR29

SETTINGApossible post-May 3
template,PunjabonWednesday
became the first state to an-
nounceatwo-weekextensionof
lockdown(untilMay17),butsaid
restrictionswillbeeasedforfour
hoursdaily, from7amto11am,
innon-containment zoneswith
effect fromThursday. It also de-
cided to allowopening of shops
andindustries intheseareas.
Similarly,West Bengal Chief

MinisterMamata Banerjee said
experts and doctors are of the
opinion that the restrictions
should continue till May-end,
butannouncedsomerelaxations

innon-containmentzonesfrom
May4—includingmovementof
private taxis andbuses in green
zones, within a district, with a
limitednumberof passengers.
Both state governments un-

derlined that the local adminis-
trationwould take the final call
oneasingcurbs.
Announcing his govern-

ment’sdecisioninatelevisedad-

dress, Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh said: “Thede-
cisiononfurthercourseofaction
will be taken after twoweeks,
dependingonthesituation.The
onlysolutionissocialdistancing.
If it is under control after two
weeks,wewill takeacall.”
Singhaskedpeople tomain-

tain discipline and underlined
that if they step out, theymust
wearmasks, ensure social dis-
tancing and return to their
homes by 11 am. “If we have
given relaxation, that does not
mean you can call your friends
home.Socialdistancinghastobe
ensured,”hesaid.
Punjab has reported 377

COVID-19casesand19deathsso
far.Whilefourdistricts—Patiala,
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AMITABHSINHA&
KAUNAINSHERIFFM
PUNE,NEWDELHI, APRIL29

WHILE MAHARASHTRA and
Gujarathavebeenattractingat-
tentionfortherapidriseincases
of novel coronavirus infection,
states in the east have, for the
first time now, started to show
signs that they could emerge as
potentialdangerzonesaswell.
The latest analysis of com-

putermodellingresultsbyscien-
tists of theChennai-based Insti-
tute of Mathematical Sciences
(IMSc) show that thoughWest
Bengal,Bihar, and Jharkhandstill
hadacombinedcase loadof less
than1,200onApril29,thesethree
stateshadthehighestrate
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Considerable relaxationsMay4onward, says
Centre, clears returnhomeof strandedmigrants

AtacremationgroundinLucknowonWednesday,ashesawait immersion inholyrivers.Vishal Srivastav

Covid fight: Govt
system in front,
private hospitals
do the distancing

Mumbai’sWockhardtHospitalhasbeensealed. Express

Sowingcotton inafield in
Sirsa,Haryana. Express

CORONACOUNT

1,008
DEATHS

7,797 RECOVERED

7,70,764sampleshavebeen
testedasonApril29

31,787
CASES

Punjab extends curfew by 2 wks,
joins Bengal in lifting some curbs

Labour shortage is
making Punjab and
Haryana farmers
switch from paddy

VISHWASWAGHMODE&
LIZMATHEW
MUMBAI,NEWDELHI, APRIL29

WITH THE Maharashtra
Governor sitting on the state
Cabinet’srecommendationthat
Uddhav Thackeray be nomi-
nated to theLegislativeCouncil,
theChiefMinisterdialledPrime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesdayevening.
Thackeray sought the Prime

Minister’scooperationinresolv-
ing the crisis, sources in New
Delhi said. InMumbai, sources
intheMaharashtragovernment
said the Chief Minister had ex-
pressed unhappiness over the
“politics being played” over his
nominationtotheUpperHouse
of thestate legislature.
Thackeray,whotookoathon

November 28 last year, has, un-
der Article 164(4) of the
Constitution, six months to
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Running out
of time to
enter House,
Uddhav dials
PM for help

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR,
ABHISHEKANGAD&
DEEPMUKHERJEE
NEWDELHI,RANCHI, JAIPUR,
APRIL29

WHILE THE Centre has allowed
movement of migrant workers
inbuses, several stateshavede-
mandedspecialtrains,underlin-
ing the sheer numbers of those
stranded. According to sources,
theMinistryofRailwayshasalso
drafted a plan to operate 400
specialtrainsperday,whichcan

bescaledupto1,000,withade-
tailedprotocol.
While there has been no in-

dication that passenger train
serviceswillresumebeforeMay
3,theRailwayscarriedoutanin-
ternal exercise and communi-
catedtheplantotoplevelsinthe
government.
According to the plan, each

non-AC train will carry 1,000
peopleper trip—abouthalf the
usual number— to ensure ade-
quatesocialdistancing.
“Eachbustypicallycarries25

peopleafterfollowingsocialdis-

tancing. The Railways’ detailed
protocol also had a paragraph
stating that states falling in the
routes should allow themove-
ment,screening,controlledem-
barking etc,” a senior govern-
mentofficial said.
According to sources, by de-

cidingonbusesinsteadoftrains,
thegovernmenthasstrategically
restrictedthenumberofpeople
whocanbe transported.
“It is just to allow an option

of relief for the strandedwant-
ingtotraveltotheirhomestates,
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Railways readies movement plan,
some states push for special trains

SHUBHRAGUPTA
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

THEREAREsomeobituariesyou
never,everwanttowrite.This is
one of them. We knew that
Irrfan Khan, one of the best ac-
tors the world has been privi-
leged to watch, was struggling
with a debilitating disease.We
knewhewas gravely ill. Butwe
alsobelieved thathewould rise
and shine again, because, how
could he not? How could he
leave us, this enormously tal-
entedhuman,whowithhis fine

bodyofworksoenrichedourin-
ner lives?
Irrfan, who passed away on

Wednesdaymorning at the age
of 53,wasnot just abrilliant ac-
torwho dissolved into his part,
leaving no residue behind. He
also managed to walk off the
screen,andcomehomewithus.
Hemadespaceforhimself inour
hearts, nestled in unexpected
corners, andpoppeduponce in
a while, for a chat. Which he
would begin, with that charac-
teristic hooded-eyed smile:
chaliyebaatkartehain.
From the very first glimpse

we had of him, in Shyam
Benegal’s teleserial Bharat Ek
Khoj, we knewwewere in the
presence of someone truly spe-
cial.Hewentontobecomeanin-
tegralpartofsomeofIndianTV’s
most popular serials (Zee’s
BanegiApniBaat,Doordarshan’s
Chandrakanta, and Star TV’s
Bestsellers),buthisheartwasal-
ways set oncinema.And, over a
period of 30 years andmore, as
he essayed one unforgettable
part after another, from Asif
Kapadia’sstrikingTheWarriorto
ShoojitSircar’sPiku,heneverlet
us down. If this sounds like a

gush, yes, it is. An unapologetic,
teary-eyed one, because he
made things better, even in his
no-accountparts.
Of his impressive body of

work,fourfilmsjostleforthetop
spotforme:TigmanshuDhulia’s
Haasil, inwhich he plays a local
Allahabadi student leader;
Vishal Bhardwaj’sMaqbool, in
which hewas amobster-with-
many-moods-in-Mumbai;Mira
Nair’s The Namesake, in which
hisBengalibhadralok immigrant
finds his place in faraway New
York;andAnoopSingh’sQissa, in
which he plays aman desirous

of somethinghecouldnothave.
Theserolescombinenotjust

the‘skills’ofaschooledactor,but
deep empathy, a generosity of
spirit, and an unfettered intelli-
gence, which shone through
everythinghedid,good,indiffer-
ent, or flat-out fantastic.
Hedideverything.Oratleast

everything that Bollywood
broughttohistable,afterhaving
learnt that this tall, rangy,
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Private hospitals
patients, or even the govern-
ment’sownambiguityinco-opt-
ingtheprivatesector.
But, fallen off the radar, they

have.
Bihar,infact,witnessedan“al-

most completewithdrawal” of
the private health sector,which
hasnearlytwicethebedcapacity
ofpublicfacilities.
“ForgetCOVID-19,evenregu-

larserviceshavebecomeunavail-
able,”complainedBiharPrincipal
Secretary(Health)SanjayKumar
onApril19.Thestate,withIndia’s
thirdlargestpopulation,hadtois-
sue anorder asking all hospitals
toresumeservices.
Thiswasparticularly signifi-

cantalsobecauseallthreehospi-
talshandlingCovidcasesinPatna
aregovernmenthospitals.Vikash
RKeshri,SeniorResearchFellow,
TheGeorge Institute for Global
Health, said itwas also “surpris-
ing” since thenumberof people
relyingonprivatehealthcareover
publicforbothoutpatientandin-
patient services in Bihar is “far
higher”. Private hospitals have
47,000bedsinthestatecompared
with22,000ofpublichospitals.
“Thepublicsectorremainsthe

mainstay of theCovid response.
The private sector response has
been variable. They have ex-
pressed interest but towhat ex-
tent they are actually providing
support required needs to be
gauged,” said K Srinath Reddy,
President, Public Health
Foundationof India.
Before the outbreak, thepri-

vate sector accounted for nearly
70percentofcriticalprocedures
like chemotherapy anddialysis,
accordingtoInduBhushan,Chief
Executive Officer, Ayushman
Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana and National
Health Authority. Yet, “a lot” of
these private establishments
treating even non-Covid cases
had shut down in certain states
citing increased costs and re-
ducedfootfalls,hesaid.
“States likeMadhyaPradesh,

currently strugglingwith lackof
healthcarepersonnel, andBihar
coulddowithmoreprivate sec-
tor intervention here,” said
Bhushan.“Thisisthetimethatthe
private sector shouldbe looking
atawelfaremaximisationmodel
and not a profit-maximisation
model. Hopefully, thiswill hap-
pen,”henoted.
InMumbai, the citywith the

largest number of Covid cases,
and also the most deaths, The
IndianExpresshas reportedhow
patientswere turnedaway from
onehospitaltoanother,andeven
Covid-positivepatientshavehad
towaitforhoursbeforetheycould
beadmitted.
Maharashtradidnot bar pri-

vatehospitalsfromtreatingCovid
patientbutmanywould justnot
admitpatientswithCovidsymp-
toms, fearing they would be
sealed by theMunicipal Corpo-
rationofGreaterMumbai(BMC).
“InMumbai, BMC ismanag-

ing80per cent loadof patients;
theprivatehospitalsarehandling
20percent,” saidSureshKakani,
Additional Municipal Comm-
issioner.Of the4,574activecases
onTuesday,400patientsweread-
mitted in private hospitals,
whereas1,600wereinpublichos-
pitals. The remaining2,500-odd
were asymptomatic, not requir-
ingadmission.
Infact,asondate,Maharash-

tra has 187 critical patients, of
whichMumbai alone accounts
for about 120-125, most of
whomrequire just oxygensup-
port.Asplitofpatientsrequiring
criticalcarebetweenprivateand
publichospitalswasnot imme-
diatelyavailable.
InIndia,therearethreelevels

of COVID facilities. The first level
comprisesquarantinefacilitiesin
stadia,hostels,schoolsandlodges,
calledCovidCareCentres. This is
wheremost Covid-positive pa-
tients are kept. The second and
thirdlevelsarehospitalswithoxy-
gen support, ventilators and ICU

facilities. Some patients who
showsymptoms,which are not
verysevere,butyetrequiremed-
icalattention,mayalsobeadmit-
tedinhospitals.
AccordingtoIndianCouncilof

Medical Research, 80 per cent
cases in thecountry showeither
mild symptomsorareasympto-
matic—thelattercomprising69
per cent of all cases. These cases
generallydonotrequirehospital-
isation, and can returnhomeaf-
ter quarantining themselves for
twoweeksinCovidCareCentres.
Given the complaints from

patientsinthecity,themunicipal
corporation had onApril 25 is-
suedacircularaskingallnursing
homesandprivateclinicstoopen
up.OnMonday,thestategovern-
mentheldextensivediscussions
with private hospitals, nursing
homesandevenclinicsinPune.
SubhashSalunkhe,Technical

AdvisortotheChiefSecretaryof
Maharashtra, told The Indian
Express,“Theyareafraidforobvi-
ous reasons. They are involved
buttheycanparticipatefurther.
The Health Minister and the
Chief Minister have already as-
sured assistance for Personal
Protective Equipment to hospi-
tals andnursinghomes.”
InDelhi,whichhasover3,300

cases, governmenthospitals are
handlingalmostdoublethenum-
berof ICUpatients.
SeniorofficialsintheDelhigov-

ernment’shealthdepartmentsaid
theyhad received several com-
plaintsof privatehospitals refus-
ing treatment topatientsduring
the lockdown, and later of com-
pellingpatientstogetaCovid-neg-
ativetestreportbeforedialysis.
Thispromptedthestatetois-

sueanorderonApril15warning
hospitals andnursing homes in
thecityof strictaction, including
cancellationofregistration.
While private facilitiesmay

seemtohaveremainedconspicu-
ouslyabsent,especially incertain
highburdenstates,itisnotwithout
anyreason,sayseniorexecutives.
In some cases, facilities are

ready and waiting, but some
stateslikeUttarPradeshhavekept
them on standby. In a few in-
stances,states likeTelanganadid
not“fullysupport”theroleof the
sectorinitially,eitherintestingor
treatment.
“Therewasevenatimewhen

they (Telangana government)
said ‘send all your positive pa-
tients(togovernmentfacilities)’.
Now, I think they have realised
that intreatment, theyneedpri-
vatehospitalsupport.ButIthink
this is just one or two govern-
ments.Withmost of the other
governments,there’sagreatpart-
nership role being played,” said
Sangita Reddy, JointManaging
Director of Apollo Hospitals
Enterprises,India’slargesthospi-
talchain.
“I thinktheprivatesectorhas

beentryingtostepup.Therewas
the initial fear— somehospitals
gotshutdown...andwithsmaller
nursing homes also, therewere
somewhowereworried. But I
thinkeverybodyisnowramping
up,”saidReddy,alsothePresident
of the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry(FICCI).
Thesector’sbiggestpainpoint,

though,istheirstruggletooperate
facilitiesatatimewhentheircosts
haveincreased,buttheirrevenues
haveseenadip.
“I feel very strongly about

peopletryingtopullprivatesector
hospitals down at this point in
time,especiallywhensomeofus
havebeentryingtocontinueop-
erations despite incurringoper-
atinglosses,”saidAbhaySoi,CMD,
Radiant Life Care andChairman,
MaxHealthcare.
SaidCKMishra, chairman,of

EmpoweredGroup 2, that is in
charge of hospital facilities and
testing: “The private sector has
been assisting the government
and it is a very welcome step.
Perhaps,weshouldlookforward
tomoreandmoreprivate-sector
facilitiesjoiningthegovernment.”

(WITHINPUTSFROMASTHA

SAXENA,ASHISHARYANAND
SHIVAMPATELINNEWDELHI)

Railways plan
andnotareallyviabletransporta-
tionsolutionoverlongdistances,”
anofficialsaid.
RajasthanChiefMinisterAshok

Gehlot tweetedonWednesday:
“Longawaiteddemandofmove-
mentofmigrantworkershas fi-
nallybeenacceptedbytheGoI. It
isawelcomestepbutuntilGoIal-
lows Indianrailway tooperate—
practicallyitwillnotbepossibleto
facilitate smoothandhassle-free
transporttotheirhome.”
Jharkhand Chief Minister

Hemant Soren said he had told
RailwaysMinister PiyushGoyal
thatthestatewouldneedspecial
trains to bring back its students
andmigrantworkers. “We are
thankful for theMHAorder and
we are deliberating on our re-
sources.However, Ihadsaidear-
lierthatthestateisnotcapableof
bringingthembackonourown.I
hadawordwithPiyushGoyaljion
thismatterearlier,”hesaid.
Thestateestimatesover9lakh

peoplefromJharkhand,including
6.43 lakhmigrantworkers, are
stranded in various parts of the
country.
In earlier interactionswith

PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray and Kerala
ChiefMinister Pinarayi Vijayan
had also raised the demand for
specialtrains.
Officials from Odisha and

UttarPradeshhadalsoinformally
spokentoRailwayofficialsonthe
matter. ThePunjabgovernment,
too,hadraisedthedemand.
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish

Kumartweetedinsupportof the
moveonWednesday.“Thisdeci-
sion is appropriate andworth
welcoming.Thiswasourrequest
and the central governmenthas
takenapositivedecision,”hesaid.
Welcomingthedecision,sen-

ior Congress leader P
Chidambaramsought“sanitised,
point-to-pointtrains”forthepur-
poseas,hesaid,buseswouldnot
beenough.

Irrfan Khan
magnetic-eyed person could
transform,intoanyone,withapar-
ticularkindofmagic.Hecouldgo
high, dive low, get intense, do

goofyandgrumpy,growlandguf-
faw.He couldbedangerous and
maniacal.Hewasalso the loveli-
est, kookiest, most passionate
loveryoueversaw.Ittookthefilm
industrymanyyearstofindIrrfan,
and it isn’t as if hewas flooded
withrolesfromthebigstudiosim-
mediatelyafterhisbreakoutroles,
post2002,inHaasilandMaqbool.
But the filmmakers who

did, like his National School of
Drama(NSD)mateDhulia, and
Bhardwaj, made the most of
his, and their own, innate
knowledge of the Hindi belt,
long neglected by Bollywood.
Their coming together was a
great confluence. It brought a
newlanguage,newrobustness
to Hindi cinema, something
that old-school Bollywood
filmmakers likeMahesh Bhatt
recognised.Bhatt’sproduction
house gave Irrfan a chance to
go over to the other side, away
from the raw, visceral gang-
land/heartland tales, and ex-
ploreunfamiliar territories.He
lifted brainless comedies
(Rohit Shetty’s Sunday) with
thesameverveashedidgritty,
hard-hitting tales (Dhulia’s
Paan Singh Tomar): it was all
grist tohismill, acutelyattuned
to theworld aroundhim.
Irrfanmet his wife, Sutapa

Sikdar,tooattheNSD.Marriedfor
25years,theyhavetwosons.
Ofcourse,therewasnoconfin-

inghimtoBollywood.Irrfan’swork
tookhimtotheworld,andhewas
theonlyIndianactorwhowelland
trulycrossedover.Hehadalready
madeanearlyappearanceinWes
Anderson’sTheDarjeelingLimited
(2007).Butthebig-and-smallparts
ininternationalproductionsquick-
ened after Danny Boyle’s 2008
Oscar-winnerSlumdogMillionaire,
and he showedup inAng Lee’s
magical-realistic taleof survival,
LifeOfPi,andinsuchfranchisesas
The Amazing Spiderman and
JurassicWorld.
But homewas reallywhere

hisheartwas.Noneoftheseinter-
nationaloutingscouldtrulymine
whatIrrfanwascapableof.Hedid
thosemovies because he could,
butsavedtherazzledazzleforhis
desi dil-hai-Hindustani outings.
Fullyswitchedon,hecameupas
closetousaspossible,tostartthat
conversation, as only he could:
chaliye,baatkartehain.

Space mission
Russian government-owned
spacebusiness company,which
signedacontractwiththeIndian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) in June2019 for the train-
ingof theIndianastronauts.
“The lockdownhas strongly

beenrecommendedfortheastro-
nauts-elect, as well as for the
GCTCpersonnel. Thedecision to
resumethefull-scaletrainingwill
be takenafter a thoroughobser-
vationof the epidemic situation
in the country,” Loskutov said.
Russia’sPresidentVladimirPutin
had initially announced a lock-
downuntilApril30,butextended
it untilMay11onTuesday,with
thewarningthatthecountryhad
notyetreachedthepeakofinfec-
tions, and “a hard and difficult
pathliesahead”.
Havingstartedtheiryear-long

training in Russia in early
February, the four fighter pilots
havecompletedapproximatelya
fourth of their course so far,
Loskutov said. Their schedule of
traininghasbeenmetsofar,even
though the Russian authorities
iimplemented the lockdownon
March 28. “All astronauts-elect
continueworking according to
theirtrainingplan,”Loskutovsaid,
adding that the four Indianshad
“successfullypassedtheexamon
the knowledge of the onboard
systems of themanned space-
craft”. Theyare to take theexam
inmanned spacecraft flight the-
ory,hesaid,andare“preparingfor
theexamindependently”.

Labour crisis
(government)normallyreleaseit
aroundApril 30,whichwill en-
ablemetoplantcotton,”saysthe
43-year-old.
Shamsher Singh, from the

same village, also plans to only
growcottononhis8-acreholding,
whichwasentirelyunderpaddy
untilthe2019kharifseason.Jagsir
Singh from Jhumba village of
Bathindadistrict is going for cot-
tononfourofhisnineacres,again
previouslyfullyplantedtopaddy.
“Thepeoplewho transplant

paddy are from Bihar and UP.
Nobodyknowsif theywillcome.
Even if the lockdown is liftedon
May3, trainservicesareunlikely
toresumesoonandIcannottake
a risk.While local labourers can
be used, they will demand Rs

4,500-5,000 per acre, whereas
themigrantworkerschargeonly
Rs2,500,”hepointsout.
Southwest Punjab—mainly

Mansa, Bathinda,Muktsar and
Fazilka—was traditionallyacot-
tonbelt.Many farmers in recent
timesswitched topaddy, thanks
to assured minimum support
price-basedprocurementandfree
powerforgroundwaterirrigation
duringthecroppingseason.
Thiswasfurthersupportedby

theavailabilityofmigrantlabour
fortransplantingpaddyseedlings,
which are first raised innursery
bedsfor25-30daysbeforebeing
uprooted and replanted in the
mainfield.

CMC-NEET case
imposingreasonablerestrictions
in thenational andpublic inter-
est,”thebenchsaid.
Article 19 (1) (g) grants citi-

zenstherighttopracticeanypro-
fession,ortocarryonanyoccupa-
tion, trade or business while
Article 30 relates to the right of
minorities to establish and ad-
ministereducationalinstitutions.
“The rights to administer an

institutionunderArticle30ofthe
Constitutionarenotabovethelaw
and other Constitutional provi-
sions. Reasonable regulatory
measurescanbeprovidedwith-
outviolatingsuchrightsavailable
under Article 30 of the
Constitutiontoadministeranin-
stitution,”thebenchruled.
Writingforthebench,Justice

Mishra said “the rights under
Article19(1)(g)arenotabsolute
andaresubjecttoreasonablere-
striction in the interest of the
student’s community to pro-
motemerit,recognitionofexcel-
lence, and to curb themalprac-
tices. Uniform Entrance Test
qualifies the test of proportion-
alityandisreasonable.Thesame
isintendedtocheckseveralmal-
adieswhich crept intomedical
education,topreventcapitation
feebyadmittingstudentswhich
arelowerinmeritandtoprevent
exploitation, profiteering and
commercialisationofeducation.
The institutionhastobeacapa-
blevehicleof education”.
“Theminorityinstitutionsare

equallyboundtocomplywiththe
conditions imposed under the
relevantActs andRegulations to
enjoyaffiliationandrecognition,

whichapplytoall institutions. In
case theyhave to impart educa-
tion, they are bound to comply
with the conditionswhich are
equallyapplicabletoall.Thereg-
ulations arenecessary, and they
arenotdivisiveordisintegrative.
Suchregulatorymeasuresenable
institutions to administer them
efficiently...Thequalityofmedical
education is imperative to
sub-serve the national interest,
and merit cannot be compro-
mised. TheGovernmenthas the
right for providing regulatory
measuresthatareinthenational
interest,”theorderstated.
Thepetitionershad said that

unaidedminority professional
colleges have the fundamental
right to choose themethod and
manner of admitting students,
subjecttosatisfactionofthetriple
testofafair,transparent,andnon
—exploitative process, and that
NEET could not be the only pa-
rametertodeterminethemeritof
astudent.

States to watch
of growth—measured by their
reproductionnumbers— in the
countryinthelastfewdays.The
reproduction number refers to
thenumberof personswhoare
infected on average by an al-
ready infectedperson.
As of Wednesday, West

Bengalhad696confirmedcases
of infection, while Bihar and
Jharkhand had 383 and 107
casesrespectively.Together,they
accounted for less than 4 per
cent of the national case load,
which was close to 33,000 on
Wednesdayevening.
Incontrast,Maharashtrahad

9,915confirmedcases;Gujarat,
4,082. Together, theymade up
over 40 per cent of the cases in
thecountry.
“The absolute numbers in

thesestates(WestBengal,Bihar
and Jharkhand) are still quite
low,sotheydonotseemtobean
immediateproblem.But I think
they need to be taken note of.
West Bengal, in particular,
stands out even among the
three. At the end of March, the
growthrate inWestBengalwas
showing signsof flattening, but
now it seems to be on a com-
pletely different trajectory. In
fact, ifwejustlookatthegrowth
curvesinanon-rigorousfashion,
it would appear that West
Bengal is following the
Maharashtranumberswithalag
of three weeks,” said Sitabhra
Sinha, who, alongwith his col-
leaguesat IMSc,hasbeentrack-
ing thediseasenumbers.
Incidentally, West Bengal

also has the fastest doubling
timeamonglargestatesinIndia,
as pointed out in a graphical
analysis by The Indian Express
onWednesday. Doubling time
refers to the time taken for the
numberof cases todouble.
Sinhasaidthatwhilethena-

tionalreproductionnumberhad
falled from nearly 1.83 before
the lockdown began to about
1.29now(fortheApril20-27pe-
riod),West Bengal had a repro-
ductionnumberof 1.52 (for the
periodApril18-27).Thatmeans
thatevery100 infectedpersons
in thestatehasbeenpassingon
thevirustoanother152people.
Bihar had a reproduction num-
berof 2.03, and Jharkhand,1.87.
Sinhasaidthatthankstothe

lockdown, therewereonly four
states —Maharashtra, Gujarat,
West Bengal andUttar Pradesh
—thatwerecontinuingtoshow
a “consistent” rise in growth
over timeperiods longer thana
week. Andhra Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh also continue
togrow,butat slower rates.
“Thelockdownhashelpedin

considerably slowingdownthe
growth of the epidemic. Had
there been no lockdown, we
could have been on a path to
reaching a case load of about 1
lakh by the end of this month.
Thanks to the lockdown, it
seems the number of active
caseswouldremainwellwithin
30,000bythattime,”Sinhasaid.

Activecasesdonotcountthe
numberofpeoplewhohavere-
coveredfromthedisease.There
were a little over 25,000 active
cases in the country on
Wednesday.
Sinha’s calculations show

that the current reproduction
number inMaharashtra is 1.5,
and in Gujarat, 1.38 — both
higher than the national num-
ber. The reproduction number
for Delhi, another fast-growing
state,couldnotbecalculatedbe-
cause of the large variations in
daily increase in thecase load.

Uddhav
become amember of the state
legislature. However, with the
pandemic raging, a by-election
cannotbeheld,andtheonlyway
to fulfill the requirement is for
him to be nominated to the
UpperHouseby theGovernor.
“He (Thackeray) called the

PrimeMinister to talkabouthis
nomination. He asked for help
saying if it does not happen he
would have to resign,” a source
in Delhi said. According to this
source, the PM told Thackeray
thathewouldlookintothemat-
terandgetmoredetails.
In Mumbai, a senior Shiv

Sena leader told The Indian
Express: “Uddhavji discussed
thecurrentpoliticaluncertainty
in the statewith thePM.Heex-
pressed unhappiness over the
politics being played over his
nomination as MLC at a time
when the state is fighting the
coronavirus outbreak, and is
standingwith the Centre in the
crisis.”
Asked how the PM had re-

sponded, the Sena leader said:
“The PM agreedwith the CM’s
view. We now hope that his
nominationwillbeclearedsoon
by theGovernor.”
OnMonday,theMaharashtra

Cabinet reiterated the recom-
mendation it had firstmade on
April 9 after ameetingpresided
over by Deputy Chief Minister
AjitPawar.OnTuesdayevening,
a delegation of the Cabinetmet
GovernorBhagatSinghKoshyari,
and urged him to nominate
Thackeray to one of the twova-
cantseatsintheCouncilthrough
theGovernor’squota.
Sources said the Governor

was“non-committal”duringhis
meetingwith the leadersof the
MaharashtraVikasAghadi.This,
the sources said, may have
“forced” Thackeray to speak to
the Prime Minister. A senior
leaderoftherulingcoalitionsaid
that on Monday night,
Thackeray had discussedwith
NCP leader Sharad Pawar three
optionsgoing forward.
“The first is to write to the

ElectionCommissionrequesting
thattheLegislativeCouncilpolls
whichwere deferred by it ear-
lier thismonth due to the lock-
down,shouldbeheld.Sincethe
electionwill be unopposed,we
also want the EC to reduce the
required 21 days’ period for
holdingthepoll.Thesecondop-
tionistoapproachtheSupreme
Court toask it todirect theECto
holdpolls,” the leader said.
The third and last option

wouldbeforThackeraytoresign
asChiefMinister,thencallaleg-
islativepartymeetingofallthree
coalitionpartnerstoelecthimas
leader, and form the govern-
mentonceagain,theleadersaid.
“But”, the leader said, “we

don’t think it will come to that.
We are hopeful that the
Governor will soon nominate
Thackeray to theCouncil.”
In New Delhi, a BJP leader

said that Thackeray had ap-
proachedModidirectlybecause
he knows that “it would be the
PrimeMinister whowould be
takingthefinalcallontheparty’s
decision”. According to this
leader, Thackeray wants the
“BJP’s leaders in Maharashtra
whoarenotwillingtocooperate
withtheShivSenatobedirected
byModiji (todoso)”.
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Relaxations May 4 onward: Centre

Punjab extends lockdown by 2 weeks

Monday,Bihar, Jharkhandand
Odisha,whichcomprisealarge
chunk of themigrant labour
numbers, hadexpressed their
inability to facilitate their re-
turnhomewithoutguidelines
fromtheCentre in this regard.
Releasing the new guide-

lines, Union Home Secretary
AjayBhallasaidthemovement
of those stranded should be
arranged through mutually
agreed terms between states,
on sanitised buses, with re-
quired social distancing. Only
asymptomatic people will be
allowedtotravelandasecond
assessment of their health
wouldbedoneontheirarrival
in their homestates. Basedon
this, theywould bemoved to

either home or institutional
quarantine.
Existing lockdown guide-

lines make no allowance for
inter-state movement, but
the Centre had kept quiet as
states recently moved ahead
with arrangements to get
back their students and mi-
grant labour. Bihar had shot
off a letter to theCentreat the
time, saying the transporta-
tionwas in “utter violationof
national guidelines”.
The latestguidelines,how-

ever, make no mention of
trains,whichwere among the
modes of transport states had
suggested for large-scale
movementofmigrantworkers.
Themove comes as states

are finding it increasingly dif-
ficulttosustainmigrantlabour,
with work and revenue
sources dryingup. Therehave
been several instances of mi-
grants desperate to get home
resortingtoviolenceinGujarat
andMaharashtra.TheUddhav
Thackeray government in
Maharashtra had sought
arrangements for inter-state
transportof labour.
However, themovemight

endupfurtherimpactingplans
toopenuptheeconomy,which
is struggling to do sowith the
few relaxations announced.
Many states have said they
would like to open the econ-
omycompletelyingreenzones
afterMay3. TheMSMEsector,

forexample,isheavilydepend-
entonmigrant labour.
InitsorderWednesday,the

MHA said: “All States/UTs
shoulddesignatenodalauthor-
itiesanddevelopstandardpro-
tocols for receiving and send-
ingsuchstrandedpersons.The
nodalauthoritiesshallalsoreg-
ister the stranded persons
withintheirStates/UTs. Incase
a group of stranded persons
wish to move between one
State/UTandanotherState/UT,
the sending and receiving
Statesmay consult each other
and mutually agree to the
movementbyroad.”
Italsoaskedstatesfallingin

between to allow the passage
of suchpersons.

Jalandhar, Ludhiana and
Mohali — have been declared
hotspots, the containment
zones are: Jawaharpur in
Mohali, Pathlawa village in
Nawanshahar, Sujanpur in
Pathankot,NewJainMarket in
Rajpura and Kacha Patiala,
SafabadiGate inPatiala.
Earlier this week, the

Punjabgovernmenthadsetup
anexpertcommitteetoformu-
latea lockdownexit strategy.
Issuing guidelines for re-

suming economic activity in
non-containment zones, the

government said standalone
shops, neighbourhood shops
and shops in residential areas
willbeallowedtoopenonrota-
tion,from7amto11am.Shops
inmarketcomplexesandshop-
ping malls as well as barber
shopswillremainclosed.
All shops in rural areas reg-

istered under the Shops &
EstablishmentAct,exceptthose
inmulti-brandandsingle-brand
malls, will also be allowed to
open with 50 per cent staff
strength,forfourhoursdaily.
In Kolkata, Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee announced
that standalone shops, includ-
ingforelectronics,books,paint,
laundry, hardware, cellphone
recharge and paan shops, will
beallowedtoopeninnon-con-
tainmentzones fromMay4.
“Wewill only allow stand-

alone shops. No hawkers’ cor-
ner,market or shopping com-
plexwill be allowed to open,”
she said. “We thought we
wouldtakeadecisionafterget-
ting clarity from the central
government.Butwedidnotget
any clarification. So, we an-

nouncedourdecision today. It
will be implemented from
Monday,”shesaid.
She said taxis, with not

more than three passengers,
and private buses, with not
more than 20passengers,will
beallowedtoplyingreenzones.
“Nobodycansaywhenthis

crisiswill end.Most countries
have already announced lock-
down till the end of May and
firstweek of June. Our experts
anddoctorsbelievethatthere-
strictions should continue till
theendofMay,”shesaid.
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Policepersonnelcheckvehiclesat theFaridabad-Badarpur
border,Wednesday.Theorder totightenmovementat the
Faridabadborderwas issued lateTuesdaynight. TashiTobgyal

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

A REDUCED period of quaran-
tine,inviolationofguidelinesis-
sued by theMinistry of Health
andFamilyWelfare,isbeingseen
as a possible reason for the
spread of COVID-19 in CRPF’s
MayurViharcamp,whereasub-
inspectordiedonTuesday.
While MoHFW has man-

dated14daysof quarantine, the
CRPFreducedittofivedaysforits
paramedicalstaff.Thisisbelieved
to have led to an infected para-
medic, who had returned from
Kashmir, being released from
quarantine and joining active
duty,leadingtothespreadofthe
virus in thecampwhere46per-
sonnelhavenowtestedpositive.
On Tuesday, 55-year-old

Mohammed Ikram Hussain, a
sub-inspector with the force,
succumbed to the infection at
Safdarjung Hospital. The entire
battalion of over 1,000 person-
nel,campedatMayurVihar,has
now been quarantined and the
camp sealed. Sources said only
halfthebattalionhasbeentested
asofnow,andresultsof257per-
sonnelareawaited.

TheMinistryofHomeAffairs,
sources said, has taken cog-
nizanceofthematterandsought
a reportbyMay1.
“HomeMinisterAmitShahis

personally seized of thematter.
He has been taking stock of the
situation and has been in touch
withthefamilyofthedeceased,”
saidanMHAofficial.

Sources said that following
thelockdownannouncementon
March24,CRPFissuedspecialor-
dersreducingthequarantinepe-
riodforparamedicalstafffrom14
to five days. The order said the
quarantineperiodshouldbeex-
tended if the suspect shows
symptoms, else he can be re-
leasedandputonactiveduty.

Notably, this contradicts
CRPF’s own COVID-19 contain-
ment SoPs issuedmid-March,
which mention a mandatory
quarantineperiodof 14days.
The CRPF’s nursing staff

member, whowas on leave at
home in Noida after returning
fromKupwara in Kashmir, was
askedtojointhe31stBattalionof

the force at the Mayur Vihar
camp on April 7. Under the
MoHFWprotocol,hewouldhave
had to stay in quarantine for 14
days,butwasreleasedwithinfive
daysduetothenewCRPForder.
“Unfortunately, by April 16-

17,hebeganshowingsymptoms
forCOVID-19.Bythen,hehadal-
readymingledwith staff at the
camp,”anofficial said.
Headded,however, that it is

still in the realm of speculation
whether the infection spread
from this paramedic only. “The
CRPFhasgothisentire family in
Noidatested.Allarenegative.So
itappearshedidnotbringthein-
fection fromKashmir. He is be-
ingsuspectedashewasthefirst
to show symptoms and be
tested. It is possible that some-
one in the camp had asympto-
maticinfection,”theofficialsaid.
Barring the Mayur Vihar

camp, CRPF has reported just
one more infection, in
Ahmedabad.
CRPFDGAPMaheshwaridid

not respond to calls andmes-
sages seeking a comment. Shah
had on Tuesday paid tribute to
thesub-inspectorsayinghiscon-
tribution to national security
was inspiring.

SUB-INSPECTORDEAD,46PERSONNELPOSITIVE;MHASEEKSREPORT

ANANYATIWARI
NEWDELHI, APRIL 29

SEVENTEENWORKERSquaran-
tined inside shops at Azadpur
mandi, including somewhose
swabsamplesweretakenalmost
aweek ago after their employer
tested positive for COVID-19,
havebeenwaitingforresultsand
help fromtheadministration.
Expressingdistressover the

long delay in getting results —
theywere tested on April 23—
they said they were not even

getting access to food or water
inside the shop, which is also
their home.
Last week, a 57-year-old

vegetable trader—whoshared
astall at themarketwithanap-
ple trader — died of COVID-19
at Max Hospital, Saket, where
he had been hospitalsed.
Seventeen of his employees
have been quarantined inside
that stall since his death. The
staff said the traderwouldvisit
the stall regularly for a few
hours daily before hewas hos-
pitalised.

A 24-year-old man, one of
those quarantined, said it was
they who informed the APMC
of his death after they got to
know of it on April 20. "We
madea listof allournamesand
phone numbers and gave it to
the security guard, and even
tried to reachout to thedistrict
administration," he said.
Theman said itwas only on

April 23 — three days after the
death—thattheirsampleswere
collected. “It was a struggle to
even have our samples taken,”
he claimed.

North Delhi District
MagistrateDeepakShinde said
theresultsof theemployeesare
still awaited: "The test results
are awaited as of now.We got
the report of the death of the
trader on April 21, sent people
for screening on April 22, and
tooktheirsamplesonApril23."
So far, 11 traders from the

market have tested positive in

Delhi. Two cases of vendors
whocametoDelhi fromJhajjar,
and another who came from
Panipat, have also tested posi-
tive.Morethan30employeesin
six shops have been quaran-
tined in the market after the
traders' resultswerepositive.
On Tuesday in a review

meeting between the Union
and Delhi health ministry offi-
cials, thehighnumberofpend-
ing testswas flagged as a prob-
lemthatcouldpotentiallyresult
in a situation where the case
loadbecomesunmanageableas

till theresultsarereceived,con-
tacts of a suspect are not quar-
antined and tested.
A 50-year-old employee

said on Wednesday, "We are
findingitdifficult togetfood.No
one ispayingusanyattention."
Shinde acknowledged they

had received complaints about
distributionof food:"Wedidget
some complaints of food but
have sorted that out now. Civil
defencevolunteers are there to
maintain social distancing.
There was a delay in getting
their report from the lab."

A journey from Haryana to
MP comes to abrupt halt

So far, 11 traders fromthe
markethave testedpositive
in the capital. Praveen Khanna

AFTER EMPLOYER TESTED POSITIVE

Quarantined inside shop at Azadpur Mandi, 17 men await test results

ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

WORRIED OVER the pendency
of coronavirustest resultsat the
National Institute of Biologicals
(NIB)inNoida,theDelhigovern-
ment has ordered all district
commissioners not to send any
moresamplestotheinstitutetill
May3,andtosendthemtogov-
ernment and private labs in
Delhi instead.
Thedecisioncomesadayaf-

ter officials, in a meeting with
Union Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan, highlighted that
around200testresultsarepend-
ingsinceApril16attheinstitute.

“Thesuddenrise (incases)hap-
penedbecausetherewerenore-
sultsandpeoplekeptspreading
the infection,” saida senioroffi-
cial fromthedepartment.
As per officials, pendency in

test results is affecting contain-
mentofthediseaseinseveralar-
eas. “The samples shall be dis-
tributed among government
andprivatelabstoensurethere-
sults are receivedwithin aday,”
said theofficial.
Delhihasatestingrateofover

2,000 tests permillion popula-
tion. Officials said even govern-
ment labs, including the one at
LadyHardingeMedical College,
areoverburdened. “Weare test-
ingover200samplesaday.Since

theguidelineshavechangedand
more samples are being sent
from containment zones, the
pressure on labs has increased.
Our lab is running 24x7,we are
alsoplanning to increase capac-
ity. The patient load hasn't in-
creasedbut the sample loadhas
gone up,” said Dr N NMathur,
medicaldirectorof LHMC.
Asperofficials,anRT-PCRtest

takes around five-six hours to
complete.AttheInstituteofLiver
andBiliarySciences,therearetwo
labs and around 350-450 sam-
plesaretestedeveryday.“Weare
usingpoolRNAstrategyandpool
extraction strategy in our labs.
With this, 8 RT-PCR tests can be
puttogetherandmoreresultswill

comeoutatonego.Weareplan-
ning to enhance capacity at the
lab.But,whiletesting ishappen-
ing across centres, there is still a
need tohave rapid testing in the
city,” said Dr S K Sarin, head of
ILBS.
The department has also di-

rected labs toprovide reports to
the Integrated Disease
Surveillance Program. Testing
andtrackingof all freshpositive
cases, as well as tracking of re-
peatsamples,iscriticaltoensure
immediate monitoring of all
cases. If this information is not
collected from labs in a time-
boundmanner, it will lead to a
delay in tracing new positive
cases,” saidanotherofficial.

CRPF’s 5-day quarantine call may
have led toMayur Vihar outbreak

CRPFpersonnelpaytheir last respectsprior to theburialof Sub-InspectorMohammed
IkramHussain,whodiedofCOVID-19,atagraveyard in ITOWednesday.PraveenKhanna

24-year-oldAashisAhirwarwithhiswife,daughterandnephewattheDelhi-Gurgaon
borderonWednesday.RenukaPuri

SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

FOUR DAYS into his journey,
walkingfromRohtaktoMadhya
Pradeshwith his family, Aashis
Ahirwar had tomake the deci-
siontoretracehisstepsbecause
of Haryana tightening restric-
tionsat itsborders.
On Sunday, the 24-year-old

had begun the journeywith his
wife,one-year-olddaughterand
six-year-old nephew. A daily-
wage labourer, he said he had
tried toput off this difficult trek
to his village in Madhya
Pradesh’s Chhatarpur district—
adistanceof 600km—asmuch
aspossible.
“I had saved around Rs

10,000-12,000 over the years
and my family made do with
that for the last month, during
which I had no work. But we
have now reached the end of
thatandhavenothingtosupport

ourselves.Ourlandlordhasbeen
quite supportive but he cannot
fillourstomachs,canhe?Hehas
toldusthatwecanreturntohim
once this is all over,”hesaid.
They had left with just one

bagcontainingasetofclothesfor
each member. Husband and
wife took turns — one carrying
the baby for a while, the other
carryingthebag—walkingfora
few hours in themorning, rest-
ing during the afternoon and
walking fora fewmorehours in
the late afternoon and evening.
They atewhere they found po-
licepersonnel,charitablegroups
and relief workers distributing
food.
Thefamilywasstoppedatthe

Gurgaon-DelhiborderonTuesday
afternoonandhavebeenunable
to move forward since then.
Vigilance at theDelhi-Gurgaon
borderwasincreasedonTuesday
after a spike in Jhajjar,which re-
porteditsfirstsevencases.
The family spent Tuesday

nightinatentprovidedtopolice
personnel for shelter by the
mainroadinRajokri.Aashissaid
thepolicemenhadofferedthem
somespacethereseeinghisbaby
daughter.Intheheatoftheafter-
noon sun onWednesday, she
crieduncontrollably.
“We are just not being al-

lowed to go forward. They have
toldustogobacktowherewe’ve
come fromand said the restric-
tionswill be eased a little bit in
five-sixdaysandthatweshould
trytomakethejourneythen.We
cannot just lie around on the
road for thenext fewdayswait-
ing to be allowed to pass
through. So I guess we do not
have any option but to go back.
We have nothing left there, but
will just have to find someway
to feedourselves,”hesaid.
OnWednesday evening, the

MinistryofHomeAffairs issued
anorderallowingmovementof
migrant workers stranded in
variousplaces.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
PUNE,APRIL29

Five-year-old Divisha Lal, who
was separated fromher parents
fornearly40daysdue to thena-
tionwidelockdown,wasreunited
with them after Maharashtra
Police provided her and three
members of her family special
permissiontotravelfromPuneto
Delhiamidthelockdown.
Divisha, her brother Tanmay

(10) and their grandmother, all
residents of Delhi, had come to
Pune to meet Divisha's aunt
Shalini onMarch 17.While they
were supposed to return on
March 23, their flight was
rescheduledandthesubsequent
lockdownextended their stay in
thecity,asreportedbyTheIndian
Express.OnApril28,theywerefi-
nally able to leave for Delhi via
road.
“Aftergettingpolicepermis-

sion,mychildren,mother-in-law
and their uncle left Pune on
Tuesday at 10 am and travelled
through Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and
Haryana, all the way to Delhi.
They reached our home in
Model Town at 1 pm on
Wednesday,” said Divisha's fa-
therAsheshLal.
Divisha’s mother Rachana

thanked theMaharashtra gov-
ernment for taking a sympa-
thetic stanceonthe issue.

Delhi says testing delayed at Noida
institute: Stop sending samples there

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,APRIL29

AMONGTHEunexpectedfallout
oftheFaridabadadministration’s
decisiontosealthedistrict’sbor-
der fromWednesday was the
government-run laboratory at
the ESIC Medical College and
Hospital in Faridabad—adesig-
natedCOVID-19hospitalandone
of seven laboratories involved in
testingforthevirus inHaryana.
With several of its staff living

indistrictsoutsideFaridabadbe-
ingturnedawayordelayedatthe
border, officials fear testingwill
sufferinthecomingdays.“COVID-
19testingwillbemostaffected if
they stop them fromentering as
wearetheonlygovernmenthos-
pital in Faridabadwhere these
testsarebeingdone,” saidDrAK
Pandey,Registrar,Academic.
Asper officials, at least eight

people from themicrobiology
department, which undertakes
the tests, liveoutsideFaridabad.
“So far, theywere able to travel
using their IDs. Now, we have
beentoldtomakearrangements
for their stay. However, someof
thestaffhaveconstraintssuchas
young children or dependent
parents,” saidDrPandey.
In the latter category is Dr

Charu Jain, Assistant Professor,
Microbiology,who travels from
EastDelhitoworkeachday,leav-
ing her seven-month-old baby
with her mother-in-law. On
Wednesday, however, she was
delayedbyanhourattheborder.
“Yesterday, Iwasgivenapass

bytheinstitutebutpoliceperson-
nelatBadarpurborderrefusedto
letme through.We finally came
through another border, where
police said Imaynot be allowed
to leave in the evening. This is a
problemforme.Icannotstayhere
even if I amgiven accommoda-

tion as I cannot bringmy baby
here,”saidDrJain.Shesaidmany
of her colleagues, including the
department head,were turned
awayattheborder.
“We process almost 150

samplesdailybutwestartedlate
today. In addition, a lot of the
staff have not come;we are do-
ingsuchriskyworkwhilebeing
understaffed, leaving scope for
error... We cannot work from
homeandthereisnoonetrained
enoughtodothisjob...,”shesaid.
DrPandeysaidtestingiscrit-

icaltocontainthespreadofcoro-
navirus: “The district adminis-
tration should favour those
providing essential services, es-
pecially testing; if youstop test-
ing, thewhole purpose of these
measureswill benegated.”
Faridabad Deputy

CommissionerYashpal,however,
said a solution is beingworked
out: “COVID-19hospitals are al-
ready in the special exemption
category.Whenanewplanis in-
troduced,someissuesdoemerge,
butIhavespokentothedeanand
wehaveprovidedsomespacefor
staff to stay andmade arrange-
ments for their food and other
needs...Wewillalsoissuespecial
passestothosewhoneedtotravel
daily. Suchpasses are also being
issuedtoothersexemptfromthe
sealing,suchasthoseinvolvedin
transportingessential items.”
Wednesday saw complete

chaos at the Badarpur border as
severalpeoplewereturnedaway.
Policepersonnelconductedtem-
perature checks of each person
andnoteddowntheirdetailsbe-
foreallowingthementry.
Yashpal said the sealing

wouldbesmoother in thecom-
ingdays:“Thiswasthefirstday;
some issues were expected... I
believe regulationwill become
easier.”Thedistricthas50cases,
ofwhich41haverecovered.

CRPFreducedquarantine forparamedical staff from14days to5,oneof themtestedpositive later

Borders shut, staff
at coronavirus
testing lab suffer

ATFARIDABAD’SESICHOSPITAL

DivishaLalhadtravelled
fromDelhi toPunetomeet
herauntonMarch17

Doctors rue
overcrowding
at Safdarjung
NewDelhi:Doctors from
SafdarjungHospital have
complained to themed-
icalsuperintendentclaim-
ing that there is over-
crowding at the hospital
duetouncheckedreferrals
fromotherhospitals. "We
haveano-refusalpolicyso
wetake referrals fromAI-
IMS, RML andother terti-
arycareinstitutions,"said
Doctor Joyutpal Biswas,
General Secretary, RDA,
Safdarjung Hospital. In a
letter,theRDAsaid,"These
referralsaremadewithout
prior intimation to the
CMO.."

SDMC to
reimburse
hotel cost
New Delhi: South Delhi
Municipal Corporation
has announced that the
civic bodywill reimburse
the cost of stay in hotels
for stranded employees.
While groupAandBem-
ployees will be given Rs
2000perday,GroupCand
D employees will get Rs
1,100perday.

3 new cases
in Gurgaon, 4
in Faridabad
Gurgaon:Threehealthcare
workerstestedpositivefor
coronavirus in Gurgaon
Wednesday,takingtheto-
tal numberof cases in the
district to54.Further, four
more people tested posi-
tive in Faridabad while
Nuh and Jhajjar recorded
onecaseeach.

200migrants
heading home
stopped over
last week
NewDelhi:Over 200mi-
grants and their families,
who were heading to
neighbouringstateswere
stopped by police on
Delhi's roadsoverthe last
week. Police said themi-
grantswereeitheronfoot,
riding cycles or hiding in
trucks.

3 journalists
test positive
New Delhi: Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
saidonlythreeof529jour-
nalists who underwent
testing for coronavirus
testedpositive.

Noida hospital
staff allege
lack of PPEs
Noida: Health workers
from Gautam Budh
Nagar district hospital
protested at the DM’s
office alleging lack of
PPEs Wednesday. DM
Suhaas L Y ordered the
hospital’s Chief Medical
Superintendent tomake
arrangements. ENS

CORONA
WATCH

5-yr-old reunited with
parents after 40 days

New Delhi
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ALL INDIA Students’ Association
(AISA) Delhi president
Kawalpreet Kaur Wednesday
alleged DelhiPolicedidnotrefer
toanychatorconversationonher
phone before seizing it, and she
wasn’taskedanythingrelatedto
the anti-CAA protests, the
Northeast Delhi riots or the ar-
restsofotherstudentactivists.
HerorganisationTuesdaysaid

policehadenteredherhomeand
seizedherphone“inthenameof
enquiryintotheDelhicommunal
violence”. Kaur confirmed the
sameonWednesday.
Asked if police gave any rea-

sonforseizingherphone,shetold
The Indian Express: “Special Cell,
through local police, contacted
meseekingtoseizethephonere-
garding the FIR no 59 dated
06.03.20. After confiscatingmy
phone,theyhandedover ahand-
writtenseizurereport.Theydid-
n’t refer to anyparticular chat or
conversationonthephone.”
She had earlier written on

Facebook: “... police seizedmy
phonecitinginquiryintothevio-
lence.Itwasreallyhardtobelieve
thiscouldhappentome.”
Asked if shewas questioned

about the February riots or the
anti-CAAprotests, she said, “No
questionswere asked. The only
thing they wanted was my
phone. They didn’t specify any
particular chat or any specific
case or instance related to anti-
CAA protest or Northeast Delhi
violence.”

Sheaddedpolicedidnot “in-
dicate anything” onwhen the
phonewould be returned. She
also said police did not ask her
anythingaboutJamiastudentac-
tivistsSafooraZargarandMeeran
Haider,whohavebeenarrested.
“As of now, no questions on the
case were asked to me in any
form,”shesaid.
DCP (Special Cell) Pramod

SinghKushwahdidnot respond
to calls andmessages seeking a
comment.
In her Facebook post, Kaur

saidsheandAISAhadbeenactive
inprotestsagainstCAA-NRC-NPR
and they raised their voice for
“peace, democracy and justice”
posttheDelhiriots,besidesdoing
reliefwork.
“Itisdeeplyshockinganddis-

turbingtoknowpolicearetrying
tointimidatemeformyactivism,
for speaking in defence of the
Constitution,” wrote Kaur,
adding, “Delhi Police action of
seizingmyphoneis...anattempt
toinstillfearamongusall...allthis
ishappening inatimewhenthe
entireworldisinlockdown and
it’sdifficulttoholdmassprotests
andaccess legalhelp.”
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CHHATTISGARH HOUSING BOARD DIVISION JAGDALPUR,
BODHGATH COLONY, JAGDALPUR

Website: www.cghb.gov.in, Ph: 07782-231170, Mob: 094242-09020. Advt.No. 70 Dt. 29.04.2020
CGHB invites Technical & Financial offer as per Request for Proposal from qualified and
experienced firms (criteria as per in RFP document) for providing "Project Management
Consultancy Services" for Proposed Township for NMDC Ltd at Niyanar Jagdalpur (C.G.)

Name of Project

RFP for selection of Consultant for Project
Management consultancy (PMC) for Proposed
Township for NMDC Ltd at Niyanar Jagdalpur.C.G.

Area of Land

118.00 Acres
(47.86 hect.)

Approx .Estimated
cost put to bid Value

Rs. 1768.56 Crs.

The bidder has to submit process fee of Rs. 10,000.00 & Bid Security of Rs. 18.00 lakhs both
in the form of DD/BG of any Nationalized Indian Bank with offer. The offer shall be sub-
mitted either by hand/ Courier/ Speed post in the office of EE CGHB Div. Jagdalpur C.G. up
to 4:00 AM dt. 22/05/2020, other conditions may be seen on website .

Executive Engineer

Chief Engineer (Bridges Department)
No. Ch.E./20/07/Bridges/GMLR dated :- 28.04.2020

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATION (RFQ)
(INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING)

HONOURABLE Municipal Commissioner, Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai invites "Request
for Qualification (RFQ)" from eligible and experienced bidders through e-tendering as detailed below.

RFQ documents are available on MCGM portal http://portal.mcgm.gov.in under e-tender tab. Any
queries about the work can be sent on Email address che.gmlr@mcgm.gov.in on or before 09.05.2020

Sd/-
PRO/53/ADV/20-21 Chief Engineer (Bridges)

DEPARTMENT Ch. Eng. (Bridges)

e-RFQ/Bid No. 7100177476

SUBJECT "Request for Qualification (RFQ)" for the work of "Design and
construction of Twin Tunnel below SGNP from Amar Nagar, Mulund to
Filmcity Goregaon along with Cut & cover Box Tunnel in Filmcity area,
Goregaon under the Goregaon Mulund Link Road Project"

Sale of e-RFQ Start Date : 29.04.2020 from 1100 hrs
Last Date : 11.06.2020 up to 1300 hrs.

Pre-bid meeting 2000 hrs. on 12.05.2020

Address- Conference room of AMC (P), 2nd floor, Annex Building, MCGM
Head Office, Mahapalika Marg, Fort, Mumbai-400001, Maharashtra, India.

Website http://portal.mcgm.gov.in

Contact Person Assistant Engineer (GMLR)

a. Name 1. Shri. Ashok Mali (Mob. no. +91 9820847944)
2. Shri. Sudhakar Hande (Mob. no. +91 9869113088

b. Telephone No. (Office) 022-25962601, Ext. 2006
c. Email che.gmlr@mcgm.gov.in

MCGM HELPLINE NUMBER 1800221292 from 9 a. m. to 9 p. m.
FOR Homeless/Stranded Migrants/ Workers for food & shelters

418-SP/20

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

(Single Packet System)

Dy. Chief Engineer (Construction)-III,

Opposite Railway Hospital, Hasanpura

Road, North Western Railway, Jaipur -

302 006 for and on behalf of the

President of India invites Open E-Tender.

Tenderer shall on-line submit their

original/revised offer before the date and

time of closing of E-tender. 1. E -Tender

Notice No. : NWR -HQ-SC-UST-

444106888, 2. Name of work with

location : North Western Railway -

Carrying out Ultrasonic testing of AT /

Flash welds as per Indian Railway

S t a n d a r d S p e c i f i c a t i o n . 3 .

Approximate cost of work : Rs.

1,18,67,500.00 4. Earnest Money to be

deposited : Rs. 2,09,300.00, 5.

Completion Period : 24 (Twenty four)

months 6. Closing Date & Time of

submission of On line E-tender : 15.00

Hrs. on 27.05.2020. 7. Website

particulars where complete details of

E - T e n d e r c a n b e s e e n :

www.ireps.gov.in Note: 1. No manual

tender will be accepted. 2. The Earnest

Money Deposit (EMD) and Tender

Document Cost (TDC) will be submitted

by the tenderer only through net banking

or payment gateway only. Note- Fixed

Deposit Receipt (FDR), Demand Draft,

Banker Cheque, Deposit Receipt will not

be accepted as EMD & TDC. The

payment is to be made in favour of FA &

CAO (C), N.W. Railway, Jaipur,

otherwise tender will not be considered.

421-SP/20

fufonk lwpuk
No. M-03-2020-C&W-AII

ofj’B e.My ;kaf=d bathfu;j ¼loek½
vtesj Hkkjr ds jk’Vªifr ,oa mudh vksj
ls fuEufyf[kr dk;Z gsrq fnukad 20-05-2020
dks 15-00 cts rd bZ&fufonk (Single

packet system) vkeaf=r dh tkrh gSA
1- dk;Z dk uke % Annual Maintenance

Contract of CUMMINS Diesel Engines

of SPART UDZ for two years. (Engine Sr.

No. 25261220 & 25261221 Model NTA-

855-R-IESM) 2- dk;Z dh vof/k % 02

years] 3- dk;Z dh vuqekfur ykxr % Rs.

26,29,848.80 (Rs. Twenty Six Lakhs

Twenty Nine Thousands Eight

Hundred Forty Eight and Eighty

Paisa only) 4- c;kuk jkf'k % Rs.

52,600/- (Rs. Fifty Two Thousands Six

Hundred only) 5- bZ&izLrko dk [kqyuk
(Technical bid) : fnukad 20-05-2020 dks
15%00 cts 6- Website particulars :

www.ireps.gov.in

Short e-tender notice
no. : BS6/014085/2020 dated : 24.04.2020

Short e-tender no.: BS6/014085/2020/tncSc/20-21/et-04
Online electronic tender for “Appointment of millers based on the out-turn
ratio for the conversion of raw tur into Tur Dal (Split-Husked & Fatka) as per
Agmark Specification for issue under Pradan Mantri Gareeb Kalyan Yojana
(PMGKAY)”
Complete e-tender document can be viewed and downloaded through
https://www.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome/tncsc and also available in
www.tenders.tn.gov.in
The bidders have to participate online bidding only with Digital Signature
Certificate (DSC) of Class-II or Class-III
For Registration and further details contact MSTC LIMITED,
Phone:25222842/25251910/25261005 e-Mail:mstcsro@mstcindia.co.in
Last Date for Online Submission : 08.05.2020.
DIPR/1693/Tender/2020

TAMILNADU CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION
Head Office: 12, THAMbuSAMY ROAD, KILPAuK, CHEnnAI-600 010.

Ph.no.(044) 26426773 Email id : tncsc.tn@nic.in
CIn:u15137Tn1972SGC006157

MAnAGinG director.

Request for Proposal
e-procurement notice. No. SSA-16021/4/2019-MIS SEC-SSA, dt. 29.04.2020

Samagra Shiksha, Andhra Pradesh is inviting Request For Proposal for
procurement and supply of set of note books under the scheme of
“Jagananna Vidya Kanuka” to all the students (approximately 21 lakhs in
number) studying classes VI to X in Government/MMP/ZPP/
Municipal/KGBVs/Model Schools/Ashram schools/ Residential/Aided
Schools of Education and welfare departments in the State of Andhra
Pradesh during the year 2020-21. For details please visit https://
tender.apeprocurement.gov.in from 01.05.2020. Tender/RFP form can be
downloaded from website. Eligible firms shall upload the prescribed format as
per the schedules given in the above said site. Contact No. 0866-2428599.

R.O. No.: 23PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2020-21

SAMAGRA SHIKSHA
STATE PROJECT OFFICE,

KBC BOYS HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS, OPP RAITHU BAZAR,
PATAMATA, VIJAYAWADA, ANDHRA PRADESH

Sd/-
V. Chinaveerabhadrudu, I.A.S.,

State Project Director,
Samagra Shiksha, Andhra Pradesh
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Check
lockdown
violations
at CWG
village: HC

Two deaths after 3
days, 125 new cases

In talks with states to
let stranded migrants
return home: Kejriwal

NewDelhi:TheDelhiHighCourt
Wednesday sought the Delhi
government’sresponseonaplea
byaphotojournalistquestioning
itsmechanismof implementing
COVID-19quarantineguidelines.
Themanisaresidentofoneofthe
72 houses that came in contact
withapizzadeliveryperson,who
hadtestedpositiveonApril14.
Inhisplea,hesaidthequaran-

tine notice pasted outside his
house onApril 15 saidhewas in
quarantinefromthemidnightof
March 24-25,whenhe first had
contactwiththedeliveryperson,
till April 20—30days as against
the stipulated 14 days. The plea
further said that onApril 17, an-
other quarantine notice was
pastedonhisdoor.Thistime,the
periodspecifiedwasApril14-28.
The petitioner sought direc-

tionstotheDelhigovernmentto
strictlyadheretothesaidguide-
lines and followdueprocedure,
“when issues of liberty are at
stake”. JusticeCHari Shankar is-
suednotice to theDelhi govern-
ment and sought its stand. “The
noticesaidhewasunderquaran-
tine fromMarch 24 to April 20,
whichledtohisneighboursques-
tioninghimastowhyhewasnot
observing quarantine since
March24,”saidtheplea.
“The imposition of a 35-day

quarantine period on a person
who had a single defined point
of contactwith the infected in-
dividual, and who lives alone,
appears to be arbitrary and re-
flectsnon-applicationofmind,”
it added.ENS

BEHIND THE SCREEN
Ahealthcareworker, inprotectivegearandbehindascreen, testsapatientatahotel-turned
testing facility inHariNagar,Wednesday.AmitMehra

DELHIADOPTSNEWPROTOCOLBYUNIONHEALTHMINISTRY

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

THE DELHI government
Wednesday said COVID-19 pa-
tients with very mild or no
symptoms can self-isolate at
home, provided they have a
roomwhere theycanstayaway
fromtheirfamilymembers.This
includesaseparateroomwitha
toilet, officials said.
“Noteveryoneneedstogoto

ahospital.This isasper thenew
protocolforthosewithverymild
or no symptoms. They can iso-
late at home,” saidDelhiHealth
MinisterSatyendar Jain.
The Delhi government had

startedshiftingpatients,whofit
intheabovecategory,toCOVID-
19 care centres to reduce the
burdenonhospitals. Across the

world, several countries are fol-
lowingasimilarprotocol.
Theguidelines issuedby the

Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, which the Delhi gov-
ernment plans to follow, have a
strictcodeforthosewhocaniso-
late at home. Health officials in
Delhi are also preparing guide-
lines for self-isolation. Jain held
a meeting on the issue with
Principal Secretary, Health;
Secretary Health, DGHS;MD of
LokNayakHospital;andSpecial
SecretaryHealth.
“The person should be clini-

cally assigned as a very mild
case/pre-symptomatic case by
thetreatingmedicalofficer.Such
cases should have the requisite
facilityattheirresidenceforself-
isolation and for quarantining
family contacts. A caregiver
should be available to provide

care on a 24x7 basis,” themin-
istryguidelines say.
Atpresent, of the3,439peo-

plewhohavetestedpositive,749
are admitted to nine COVID-19
designated hospitals. Of these,
52are inthe ICUand9onventi-
lators. Another 985 are in
COVID-19 care centres and 137
indesignatedhealthcentres.
Allthosechoosinghomeiso-

lationwillalsohavetodownload
theAarogyaSetumobileappon
theirmobilephones,theCentre’s
guidelines say.
Following the self isolation

protocol in the city will not be
possibleformostpeople,saidan
official. “Only in affluent neigh-
bourhoods dowe have houses
with enough space for a person
to isolate themselves. Because
familymembers have to avoid
contactasmuchastheycan,the

patient should have a separate
toilet near the room. But those
who can ensure this are wel-
cometoisolateathome,”saidan
official.
Theministryalsohasdetailed

guidelinesforcaregivers,whoare
required to have a communica-
tionlinkwithaCOVID-19hospi-
tal tomakesure it is informedof
theprogressandalso incase the
patientstartstodevelopmorese-
vere symptoms. Guidelines also
requirecaregiversandtheirclose
contacts to take hydroxychloro-
quineasprophylactic.
If the patient develops diffi-

culty in breathing, persistent
pain/pressure in the chest, con-
fusionor inability towakeupor
developsbluishdiscolorationsin
the lips or face, they should get
in touchwith a doctor immedi-
atelyandgo toahospital.

ABHINAVRAJPUT
&ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

DELHIREPORTEDtwoCOVID-19
deathsWednesdayafteragapof
threedays, taking thetoll to56. It
alsosaw125newcases,with the
totalcountnowat3,439.Therate
of infection—numberofpatients
testingpositiveoutofallthepeople
testedonaparticularday—stood
at4.1%,downfrom9.1%onTuesday.
A few healthcare workers

were among the new cases re-
ported.FivestaffatAIIMS,anurse
at the gynaecology department
and four security guards, tested
positive.AIIMSnowhas16cases.
“Wehavequarantined15-20staff
members from thedepartment.
Noneofthemwerepostedinthe
COVID-19ward,”saidmedicalsu-
perintendent Dr DK Sharma.A
doctor atNorthMCD’s Kasturba
HospitaltestedpositiveTuesday.
Seven doctors and four nurses
weresenttohomequarantine.At
Rajan Babu TBHospital in GTB
Nagar, four healthcareworkers
were quarantined after a nurse
tested positive. So far, over 250
healthcareworkers acrossDelhi
havecontractedthedisease.
NorthMCDspokespersonIra

Singhalsaidthenursewhotested
positivehadvisitedanotherhos-
pital for dialysis: “They checked
herbeforeperformingdialysisas
she had some symptoms, they

sent her to a governmenthospi-
tal.” The nursewas admitted af-
ter she tested positive. Though
herfourprimarycontacts,includ-
ingherhusbandwhoalsoworks
in the hospital, have not shown
symptoms,theyhavebeenhome
quarantined,saidSinghal.
Meanwhile,afterreportsthat

someprivatehospitalswereforc-
ingpatientswhoareadmittedto
undergo COVID-19 tests each
week, Delhi Health Minister
SatyendarJainsaidhospitalshave
beenaskedtoconduct testsonly
if apatientdisplayssymptoms.
A man admitted at Apollo

Hospital in Sarita Vihar had
claimedthehospitalwasforcing
them to undergo weekly tests
and charging Rs 4,500 for it.
Responding to the claims, the
hospitalspokespersonsaid:“We
had initiated testing for our pa-
tients to ensure their safety and
that of our staff...With the new
Union government directives,
we are awaiting the Delhi gov-
ernment’s order on testing
modalities for patients.” The
Centrehadaskedallpatientsbe-
ingadmitted inhospitals inand
aroundcontainmentzonestobe
testedirrespectiveofsymptoms.
DSRana, chairman(boardof

management), Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital, saidtheyaretestingpa-
tients coming for dialysis and
chemotherapy:“Theideaistoen-
surethediseaseisnottransmitted
further.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,APRIL29

THE DELHI government is in
talkswithotherstatesregarding
the Centre’s decision to allow
stranded migrants to return
home, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said Wednesday. He
urgedpeople to remain indoors
tilldetailsof theplanareworked
out.TheMHAhasdirectedstates
to designate nodal authorities
anddevelopprotocolforsending
and receiving strandedmigrant
workers, pilgrims, tourists, stu-
dents and others due to the na-
tionwidelockdown.
“We are in talks with other

stateswithregardtotheMHAor-
der concerningmigrants... We
willupdateyouinadayortwoaf-
ter carrying out complete plan-
ning. Till then, please remain in-
doors and adhere to the
lockdown,”theCMtweeted.
Thenationalcapitalhadfaced

a crisis late last month when
thousands of migrant workers
had gathered at its exit points
borderingUttarPradesh, suchas
theAnandViharbusterminal,de-
mandingarrangementstoreturn
home.Intheabsenceoftransport
options,thousandsstreamedout
on foot. The MHA had subse-
quently suspended two senior
Delhigovernmentofficialsforthe

incident,whichhadalsosparked
apolitical blamegamebetween
theAAPandtheBJP.
The Kejriwal government

thennotifiedaround111govern-
ment facilities, mainly schools,
as shelters for migrants.
Currently,around10,040people
arehousedintheseshelters.The
governmenthadalso issuedor-
dersaskinglandlordstowaiveat
least a month’s rent if tenants
happen to bemigrant workers
or students.
“Instances of landlords forc-

ingstudentsfor immediatepay-
mentofrentorfaceevictionhave
been brought to the govern-
ment’s knowledge. The DMs
shallundertakeawarenesscam-
paign particularly in areas hav-
ing higher density of
workers/migrant workers/stu-
dents toadviseaffectedpersons
to lodge complaints... by calling
100,”states theApril22order.

PRITAMPALSINGH
NEWDELHI,APRIL29

THEDELHI High Court asked a
nodalofficer tocheck foralleged
violations of the lockdown and
social distancing norms at the
Commonwealth Games (CWG)
villagenearAkshardhamtemple,
afteritwasallegedthatresidents
continuedwith theirwalks and
joggingwithin thevillageand in
theadjoiningDDApark.
Justice Yogesh Khanna is-

suedthedirectiononApril27on
anapplicationbyaCWGvillage
resident. In the plea, it was al-
leged that therewere repeated
violations of the national lock-
down directives by residents,
who are regularly going out for
walks, not maintaining social
distancingorwearingmasks.
Theapplicationwas filed ina

pendingpetitionrelatingtoRWA
electionsat thevillage,onwhich
theHighCourt, inApril last year,
had appointed a retired district
judgeasthenodalofficertoactto
thelimitedextentofmakingpay-
mentofessentialservicecharges,
including statutory payment to
thelocalauthorities.
“In viewof the limited pow-

ersofanodalofficer,andtheCWG
village being a gated colony, the
directivesonlockdownissuedby
theGovernmentof Indiaandthe
State of NCTof Delhiwere given
scantregardbyseveral residents
ofthevillage,”thecourtwastold.
The plea sought direction to

permit the nodal officer to close
theaccessgatefromthevillageto
theadjacentDDAparkandtotake
allmeasurestoensurestrictcom-
pliance of the lockdown direc-
tives,andalsotoreport instances
ofviolationtothelocaldistrictad-
ministrationauthorities.
The plea said since grocery

shopsarenotavailablewithinthe
CWGvillage,residentshavetogo
tonearbymarketsatMayurVihar,
PandavNagarandGaneshNagar
for buying essential itemsor get
them delivered from there.
“Manyareasincloseproximityto
theseplacesaredeclaredcorona
hotspots by the Delhi govern-
ment,” theapplicationstated.
JusticeKhannaordered;“The

nodal officer to actwith the aid
andassistanceofthefacilityman-
agement service agency and
CWGVAOA (CWG Village
ApartmentOwners’Association)
staff to check on any violations,
within the village, of the guide-
lines and to report thematter to
the local authority concerned,
whereversuchaction isdeemed
appropriate.”
The court sought report in

this regard from the authorities
withinfourweeks.

KawalpreetKaur isAISA’s
Delhiunitchief.Policedid
notrespondtothe incident

HC seeks govt
stand on
quarantine
guidelines

Thosewithmild, no symptoms
can self-isolate at home: Jain

TheCMurgedpeople tostay
indoors till aplan is inplace

‘Police didn’t refer to
riots, protests before
seizing my phone’

New Delhi
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3 workers run
over by truck
while sleeping
Bhopal: Three migrant
labourers who were
stranded inRajasthandied
afewkilometersawayfrom
theirvillageinUjjaindistrict
whenatruckranoverthem
while theywere asleepon
Wednesday. The trio, in-
cludingacouple,waspartof
agroupof 12workerswho
were dropped near the
MadhyaPradeshborderby
a Rajasthan government
bus. Another bus arranged
bytheMadhyaPradeshgov-
ernment dropped them
near Nagda Naka near
Ujjain late on Tuesday.
Fatigued, theworkers had
thendecidedtosleeponthe
roadside. ENS

UTTARAKHAND
Homoeopathy
medicines for
health staff
Dehradun: Uttarakhand
cabinet onWednesdayde-
cided to provide homoeo-
pathicandayurvedicmed-
icines to frontline health
workersto“boosttheir im-
munity”. Homoeopathy
drugArsenicumAlbum30
and ayurvedic syrups of
herbs such as Tulsi and
Ashwagandhawill bepro-
cured at a cost of Rs 2.48
lakh and given tomedical
andpara-medicalstaff,said
Uttarakhand minister
MadanKaushik. ENS

ASSAM
Austerity
measures
announced
Guwahati:TheAssamgov-
ernmentWednesday an-
nouncedaslewofausterity
measuresinthewakeofthe
COVID-19outbreak.Among
the steps are reduction of
establishmentexpenditure
—from20percentto10per
cent of the budget for the
firstquarter—andsuspen-
sion of sops to industries.
The release ofMLA Funds
wassuspendedfor the first
fourmonthsof the fiscalor
until furtherorders. ENS

CORONA
WATCH

Amanfeedsmonkeys
inJaipur. RohitJainParas

SOHINIGHOSH
GANDHINAGAR,APRIL29

THEGUJARATstatehealthcom-
missionerhasraisedconcernsof
data privacy, ownership and
storage regarding TeCHO+ app,
which is being used to upload
dataonCOVID-19patients.
Thesoftwarefortheappwas

developedbyArguSoftIndiaLtd,
whose president is Ravi
Gopalan, the husband of
Principal Secretary, Health and
FamilyWelfare, JayantiRavi.
Sources in the Gujarat gov-

ernmentconfirmedthatHealth
Commissioner Jai Prakash
Shivahare raised the concern in
acommunicationdatedApril16
regarding “TeCHO software”,
sayingthatinordertouseanup-
gradedversionof it, “certain le-
gal aspects needed to be taken
into account like consent of the
patient, ownership of the data,

data storageanduse.Under the
circumstances, in order to in-
crease the coverage of the
TechoSoftware application,
thereshouldbeanMoUwiththe
developerof theapplication”.
Sourcessaidtheconcernwas

regarding sharing of data with
Argusoft IndiaLtd.
While Shivahare refused to

comment on the issue, Deputy
Chief Minister Nitin Patel, who
holds the health portfolio, told
The IndianExpress, “I havecome
across some news reports re-
gardingthisbut Idon’thaveany
information.”
Inresponsetoquestionssent

by The Indian Express, Ravi said
any allegationswere “baseless”
and that “as amatter of princi-
ple, I and my husband Ravi
Gopalanhaddecidedyearsback
that all work he does for the
Gujarat government would be
freeof cost”.
Argusoft India Ltd built

TeCHO+asafreeappanditspri-
vacy policy states that the
“Service is provided... at no cost
and is intended foruseas is”.

Incidentally, the TeCHO+
“ecosystem”includestwoother
apps, MyTeCHO and DrTeCHO,
with tie-ups with the Gujarat

government. Through
MyTeCHO, citizens can register
complaints or feedback regard-
inggovernmenthealthservices.
The servicewas temporarily on
halt, an official said. DrTeCHO,
developed post-COVID-19, is to
beusedbyprivatedoctorstono-
tify SARI (Severe Acute
Respiratory Infection) or ILI
(InfluenzaLike Illness) cases.
Ascreenshotregardingmap-

ping data across TeCHO plat-
formswassharedbytheGujarat
Information Department on
April 12 on aWhatsApp group
withjournalists,showingasen-
ior official of ArguSoft,
Sethuraman Venkataraman,
logged into his account, while
showingaspatialdistributionof
cases.
Earlier, in anorder onMarch

27, signedby the Joint Secretary,
HealthDepartment,andissuedin
the name of the Governor, the
GujaratHealthDepartmenthad

said, “concernedauthoritieswill
havetoensurethatprivatedoctors
andhospitalsuploadall informa-
tiononline regarding suspected
cases”onDrTeCHO+appand“vi-
olationofthiscircularwillresultin
proceedings under theGujarat
EpidemicRegulation,2020”.
Subsequently too the gov-

ernment had issued advertise-
mentsregardingtheapp,talking
of “mandatory reporting of all
NovelCoronavirussymptomsor
Severe Acute Respiratory
Infection (SARI) through
DrTeCHOapp”byallprivatedoc-
tors and private health
institutions”.
The privacy policy for

DrTeCHOsays, “If youchoose to
use our service, then you agree
tothecollectionanduseof infor-
mationinrelationtothispolicy...
For a better experience…we
may require you to provide us
withcertainpersonallyidentifi-
able information. The informa-

tion thatwe request will be re-
tained by us and used as de-
scribedinthisprivacypolicy.The
appdoesusethirdpartyservices
that may collect information
used to identifyyou.”
In her statement to The

Indian Express, Ravi said that
when shewasappointedas the
Health Commissioner in 2017,
she had informed the General
AdministrationDepartmentthat
herhusband’sfirmArgusofthad
in2013developedtheImTeCHO
appfortheGujaratgovernment,
used as a tracker for maternal
and infanthealth.
Itwasofficially“dedicatedto

the people” on October 7, 2017,
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi from his hometown
Vadnagar,Ravi’sstatementsaid,
adding that the information is
alsousedontheCMDashboard.
Ravi added that the

ImTeCHO app was used for
“door-to-doorsurveillance…af-

ter COVID-19 pandemic struck
and was also used to monitor
treatment”.“…inthefirstweek
of April when the Central gov-
ernmentlaunchedamobileapp
for the treatment and observa-
tion of COVID-19 patients and
when governments were di-
rected to use it, instead of
TeCHO, the decisionwas taken
atourleveltousetheIndiangov-
ernment’s app”.
As of April 21, according to a

Gujarat government press re-
lease, 3,304doctorswere regis-
teredonDrTeCHO+application.
Dr Kamlesh Saini, state sec-

retary of the Gujarat chapter of
the IndianMedical Association,
said doctors were expected to
enter details such as name, age,
phone number, residential ad-
dress,travelhistory,co-morbidi-
tiesorexistinghealthconditions
ofSARIorILIcases,aswellasthe
symptoms being exhibited and
sincewhen.

Medicalofficials inVadodara’sNagarwadaafteraperson
testedpositive inthearea.BhupendraRana

TheMumbaiAgriculturalProduceMarketCommittee’svegetablemarketwearsadeserted lookonWednesday. Officials
haveclosedroads leadingtothemarketaftersometraders testedpositive forCOVID-19onTuesday.AmitChakravarty

ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

EVENAS discussions onwhere
each district stands in terms of
coronaviruscasesandtheopen-
ingupformulacontinuedinthe
government, the country
recordeditshighest24-hourtoll
— 71, it was announced on
Wednesday.
Inall,1,008peoplehavedied

of COVID-19 across the country
so far.
In the last 24 hours, 1,813

newcaseswerereported,taking
the total number of cases to
31,787, and 7,796 patients have
recovered,makingtherecovery
ratenearly25percent.
So far, 7,70,764 tests have

been conducted in the country
inprivateandICMRlaboratories.
In an interaction with the

Lions Club Internationalmem-
bers from across the country,
UnionHealthMinisterDrHarsh
Vardhansaidthatthereare“alit-
tleover300districtsinthecoun-
try with no cases and another
300withminimal - between 1
and5-cases”.
He also said that the dou-

bling time over the last three
days is11.3days.
Accordingtotheminister,al-

thoughtheglobalmortalityrate
isaround7percent, Indiahasso
far shown a mortality rate of
around 3 per cent, with nearly
86 per cent fatality of patients
withco-morbidities.
While the discussion cur-

rently is centred around a
graded opening up of the na-

tionwide lockdown, a source
close to theHealthMinister in-
dicated that he is in favour of
continuationof the lockdown.
The source said, “The deci-

sion has not been taken yet on
howthe relaxationswill be im-
plemented. The PrimeMinister
himself is consulting all stake-
holders and taking asmany in-
putsaspossible....Wecannotrisk
adisaster.”
“If you ask theminister per-

sonally,” the source added, “he
would tell you that it may be
better tomaintainstatusquo.”
Signalling a change in the

protocol so far, the Health
Ministryhasalreadyannounced
thatofficeswhereaCOVIDcase
has been detected need not be
closed down, aswas the proto-
col earlier.
“If thereisaCOVIDpatientin

anon-COVIDhospital,thatfacil-
itycanbeusedafterdisinfection.
The same process is to be fol-
lowed for any other location
where a COVID patient is de-
tected.Thebuildingcanbeused
after proper disinfection,” Joint
Secretary Lav Agarwal had said
onTuesday.
In his interaction with the

Lions Clubmembers, Vardhan
said: “This time thehallmarkof
ourapproachhasbeenfive-fold:
(i)maintainingacontinuoussit-
uation awareness, (ii) preemp-
tiveandproactiveapproach,(iii)
graded response as per contin-
uouslyevolvingscenario,(iv)in-
ter-sectoral coordination at all
levels,and,mostimportantly(v)
creatingapeople’smovementto
combat thisdisease.”

At 71, highest
24-hour toll;
cases doubling
in 11.3 days

17 more deaths,
Gujarat cases
cross 4,000
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
AHMEDABAD,GANDHINAGAR,
VADODARA,RAJKOT,SURAT,
APRIL29

SEVEN JOURNALISTS and five
state information department
officials were among the 317
newCOVID-19casesreportedin
Gujarat—thehighestsingle-day
jump — on Wednesday. The
numberof cases in thestatehas
nowcrossed4,000.
Thenumber of deaths in the

state standsat200with17more
people dying on Wednesday.
Rajkotreporteditsfirstdeath—a
60-year-oldwomanwithhyper-
tension,whowashospitalisedon
April 20, died.Her husband and
twosonshavetestedpositive,tak-
ingthedistrictcasecountto58.
NinepeoplediedinAhmeda-

bad,includinga20-year-oldwom-
ananda65-year-oldmanwitha
thyroid condition. Three others
whodied are twomen, aged54
and64,anda45-year-oldwoman
whohadnoco-morbidities. Two
othermen, aged80and61,who
diedat SVPHospital, hadhyper-
tension. A 70-year-oldwoman
who died at Civil Hospital had
asthmaandhypertension.Anot-
her 60-year-oldwoman to suc-
cumb had lung complications
alongwithmentalillness.
In Ahmedabad, 234 people

tested positive, including five
employees of state information
department.Of them,twoarein
homequarantine and three at a
carecentre inSamrasHostel.
Vadodara reported 22 new

cases, including sevenmedia-
persons. Of these, two are em-
ployeesof adigital newsorgan-
isation whowere travelling to
Vadodara to report on the pan-
demic. A 24-year-old reporter
anda54-year-oldcameraperson
of the organisation tested posi-
tive alongwith their cab driver.
Four other local mediapersons
also tested positive but are
asymptomatic and have been
quarantinedat theirhomes.

ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEWDELHI,APRIL29

THE RESULTS of the first ran-
domised control trial for remde-
sivir, a drugoriginally developed
forEbola,inpatientsofCOVID-19
are in, and the results are not
promising.
Inastudyinthemedicaljour-

nal The Lancet, Chinese re-
searchershavereportedthatthey
couldnotfindany“statisticallysig-
nificantclinicalbenefits”.
The researchers reported:

“Althoughnotstatisticallysignif-
icant, patients receiving remde-
sivirhadanumericallyfastertime
to clinical improvement than
those receiving placebo among
patientswithsymptomduration
of10daysor less.Adverseevents
werereportedin102(66%)of155
remdesivir recipients versus 50
(64%) of 78 placebo recipients.
Remdesivirwasstoppedearlybe-
causeofadverseeventsin18(12%)
patientsversusfour(5%)patients
whostoppedplaceboearly.”

It was used in between
February6,andMarch12,and237
patientswere enrolled and ran-
domly assigned to a treatment
group.Ofthese,158patientsin10
hospitalsinWuhan,China,hadac-
tuallyreceivedthedrug.
The study, however, was

stopped midway by the data
safetymonitoring board since
therewerenotenoughCOVIDpa-
tientsleftinWuhanaftertheout-
break therewas brought under
control. So the authors high-
lightedtheneedforlargerstudies.
Remdesivir, developed by

Gilead Sciences Inc, a research-
basedbiopharmaceutical com-
pany,isabroad-spectrumantiviral
previouslytestedinhumanswith
Ebola virus andhas also shown
promise as a drug against the
MiddleEastRespiratorySyndrome
(MERS) and Severe Acute
RespiratorySyndrome(SARS),both
ofwhich,likeCOVID-19,arecaused
bycoronaviruses.Ithasbeentouted
asoneofthemostpromisingther-
apiesagainstCOVID.
It is apart of the SOLIDARITY

trial ofWHO, underwhich it is
likelytobeusedinIndianpatients,
too.
There are other trials under-

way, including one at the
University of NebraskaMedical
Center (UNMC) inOmaha, USA,
whose regulatory sponsor is the
National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, part of the
NationalInstitutesofHealth.
ProfBinCaofromChina-Japan

FriendshipHospital and Capital
MedicalUniversityinChina,who
ledtheresearch,wrote:“Ourtrial
found thatwhile safe and ade-
quately tolerated, remdesivir did
not provide significant benefits
overplacebo...butwearemindful
thatwewere only able to enrol
237ofthetarget453patientsbe-
causetheCOVID-19outbreakwas
broughtundercontrolinWuhan...
restrictionsonbedavailabilityre-
sultedinmostpatientsbeingen-
rolled later in thedisease course,
sowewereunabletoadequately
assesswhetherearliertreatment
withremdesivirmighthavepro-
videdclinicalbenefit.”

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR,APRIL29

ONTUESDAY,a58-year-oldman
tested positive for COVID-19 in
Chhattisgarh’s Surajpur — the
first confirmed case in the dis-
trict.Intherapidtest,nineothers
quarantinedat the sameshelter
campwere suspected to have
beeninfected.
A 10th person suspected to

havecontractedtheinfectionwas
housed at a quarantine camp in
Jashpurdistrict.
Bothweregreenzonedistricts,

and all 12 people had arrived,
alongmanyothers in a groupof
around400,fromquarantinecen-
tres in Rajnandgaon district on
April17.
“We have sent all patients

(manwho tested positive and

thosesuspectedtohavebeen in-
fected)toAIIMS-Raipur.Iwascon-
tactedbytheRajnandgaoncollec-
tor andwemade arrangements
for106peopletheysenttoourdis-
trict,” Surajpur district collector
DeepakSonisaidonWednesday.
This transfer of nearly 400

peopletodecongestRajnandgaon
quarantine centres— thedistrict
has 58quarantine camps, hous-
ing nearly 9,000 people — has
raisedaquestionofwhetherpeo-
ple should be allowed to travel
during theirmandatoryquaran-
tineperiod.
WhileRajnandgaoncollector

J PMaurya said the people sent
out had completed the required
15-day quarantine period, state
AdditionalChiefSecretarySubrat
Sahusaidtheyhadbeentherefor
hardlya“few”days.
Sahu,however, said: “It is the

state’s(government’s)prerogative
wherepeoplearekept.Theywere
quarantined in Rajnandgaon,
weretransportedbyourvehicles,
andkeptinthequarantinefacility
in (different) districts. It doesn’t
breakthequarantine.”
According to a Health

Departmentofficial,quarantineis
meant to restart after every in-
stanceof travel.
Themanwhohastestedpos-

itive in Surajpur worked as a
labourer in Maharashtra’s
Wardhadistrict and is a resident
ofJharkhand.Hewasquarantined
in Rajnandgaon on April 5 and
wasmovedtoJajawalinSurajpur
on April 17. The same day, four
groupsof about100peopleeach
were transferred from
Rajnandgaon toquarantine cen-
tres in Jashpur, Surajpur, Koriya
andRaigadhdistricts.

Explainingwhy he ordered
transfer of so many people to
quarantine centres in other dis-
tricts,Mauryasaidhedecidedto
make small groups to ensure
containment after more than
400 people congregated at one
camp.“Quarantinecentreswork
intheory,butinrealityeveryone
wants to go home.We took the
decision of sending them to
otherdistricts after they started
posinglawandorderproblems,”
hesaid.
Mauryaalsosaidhehadwrit-

ten to senior bureaucrats in the
state to help him transfer some
migrant workers from
Rajnandgaon’s quarantine cen-
tres. “We also requested the
(Union)HomeMinistry to allow
us to transportmigrantworkers
totheirstates(oforigin),butitwas
denied,”hesaid.

Chhattisgarh dist throws up first case,
question on transfer during quarantine

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,APRIL29

THEUTTARPradeshgovernment
issettopromulgateanordinance
toamend theEpidemicDiseases
Act,1897,toensurethatthosein-
volvedinattacksonfrontlinewor-
kers amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic face stiff penalties,
includingajailtermofuptoseven
yearsandRs5lakhasfine.
Citing the attack on health

workersandpoliceinKanpurand
Moradabad, ChiefMinister Yogi
Adityanath onWednesday said,
“Attacks onour coronawarriors
areaseriouscrimewhichcannot
gounpunishedas thesewarriors
areworkingforthesocietybyput-
tingtheirlivesatrisk.”
“That iswhywehavemoved

forwardtoamendEpidemicDise-
asesAct...,”hesaid.

SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,
stateLawMinisterBrijeshPathak
said that after theCentre amen-
ded theAct, each statewas sup-
posedtoamendrulesconcerning
it. “Uttar Pradeshhas decided to
implement all provisions, like
punishment fromsixmonths to
sevenyears and fine imposed in
theCentralAct.Wehavedecided
tobring a freshordinance,mak-
ingthepunishmentmorestrict.”
Whilethenewordinancewill

becalledUttarPradeshEpidemic
DiseaseControlOrdinance,2020,
sourcessaiditwouldincludepun-
ishmentforoffenceslikespitting,
runningfromquarantinefacilities

andviolatingrestrictions.
The CMsaidmedical teams,

securitypersonneloreven those
engagedindoorstepdelivery,are
helpingpeopleofthestatebyput-
ting their lives at risk and just a
handful of people cannot be al-
lowed to create unrest. He said
that hehas askedpolice officers
nottohesitateintakingaction.
“Suchattacksareadirectchal-

lengetothelawandordersystem,
andinnosituation,theycanbeac-
cepted.Ihadsaiditearliertooand
will say it again that in Uttar
Pradesh,allthehealthworkers,se-
curitypersonnel,allthesanitation
workers, andeven social organi-
sations areworking tobreak the
chain of coronavirus... Attacking
themisanunpardonablecrime,”
hesaid,addingthatGangsterAct
andNational SecurityActwould
alsobe invokedagainst those in-
volvedinsuchattacks.

Attacks on frontline workers: UP to
bring in ordinance for strict penalty

Lucknow:Minutes after health
workers took away nine family
members of a person, who had
tested positive for coronavirus,
to put them inquarantine, local
residentsWednesday allegedly
attackedapoliceteamdeployed
at the spot and threw stones in
Jugiyana localityofKanpur.
Police said those who tar-

geted the police personnel de-
manded that health workers
should test the patient’s family
members at the residence and
take away only those who test
positive for coronavirus.
Fiftyarearesidentshavebeen

booked in a case filed at the lo-
calpolice station. ENS

Lancet study: No statistically
significant clinical benefits of
remdesivir in COVID patients

Four held for
attack on police
team in Kanpur

DATAPRIVACY,OWNERSHIPANDSTORAGE

Concerns over Gujarat app, with links to health secy, used to track cases

Yogi
Adityanath

New Delhi



THEOUTBREAK6 WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,THURSDAY,APRIL30,2020

RFP for Selection of Agency for Designing and Publication of
Administrative Report for Kumbh 2019 by Prayagraj Mela Authority

The Prayagraj Mela Authority Invites Bid of Tender No. 22/MM 2019-20 for “RFP
for Selection of Agency for Designing and Publication of Administrative Report for
Kumbh 2019”. The Request for Proposal Documents shall be made available on
the Uttar Pradesh E-Procurement website Https://etender.up.nic.in on
30/04/2020 for Tender No. 22/MM 2019-20. Interested parties may
download/upload their proposal from 1600 hrs 30/04/2020 till 1400 hrs 07/05/2020
for Tender No. 22/MM 2019-20 via Digital Signature Certificate (DSC). The bids
received from interested parties shall be opened in the presence of the respective
bidders at 1600 Hrs on 07/05/2020 for Tender No. 22/MM 2019-20. Details
regarding the tender shall be made available on https://etender.up.nic.in

Mela Adhikari
Kumbh Mela 2019,

Prayagraj Mela Authority
Prayagraj

Prayagraj Mela Authority
Triveni Bhawan, Triveni Bandh, Daraganj, Prayagraj

+ 91 532 2500775 / +91 532 2504011, maghmelapmp@gmail.com

E-Tender in two parts, Part-I & Part-II valid for four months are invited for the work
mentioned as under:-

E-Tendering Notice
U.P POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LTD.

E-Tender Notice-02/ECTC/AGRA/2020-21

The tender document against this bid specification can be downloaded from e-
procurement website http://etender.up.nic.in & www.upptcl.org. Tenders can be only
submitted on e-procurementwebsite http://etender.up.nic.in. upto schedule date& time
as above. The biddermust go through properly per-qualifying condition& ensure that all
related papers are uploaded. For participating in bids through the e-bidding system, it is
necessary for the bidders to get themselves registered with UPElectronics Corporation
Limited Lucknow.Undersigned reserves the right to amend ofwithdrawany of the terms
and conditions contain in the tender document or accept or reject any bid without
assigning any reason thereof. Please visit website http://etender.up.nic.in or
www.upptcl.org regularly for any correction/modification/amendments/extension till the
date of submission of tender. Cost of Tender and Earnest Money Submitted in the
Account of Executive Engineer, Electricity Civil Transmission Division, 220 KV S/S
Sikandra (Agra) with A/C No. 30065294923, IFSC Code- SBIN0005717 Payable at
S.B.I Foundry Nagar (Agra) U.P. Pin Code:-282006 through NEFT/RTGS, with Proof of
deposit i.e. UTR No./Pay in Slip. In case of absence of UTR No. Please Upload Bank
statement showing that transaction. SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, ELECTRICITY
CIVIL TRANSMISSION CIRCLE, AGRA. UPPTCL WEBSITE:-www. upptcl.org, E-
PROCUREMENT WEBSITE: http://etender.up.nic.in. “SAVE ENERGY IN THE
INTEREST OF THE NATION” Ik=kad%536 fo0tk0ik0ea0vk0@fufonk@fnukad% 29-04-2020

Date and
Time of
opening

Date and
Time of

Submission

Tender
Cost

(Including
GST) &

NIT
Charges

Earnest
Money

Period
of

Work

Name of WorkTender
Speci-
fication

No.

02
Month

01.06.2020
/12:00

02.06.2020
/12:00

1,40,000.00 6590.00Increasing Capacity work
of (2x160 MVA to 3x160
MVA T/F) at 220 KV S/S
Chhata Mathura

5900
+
690

Total
Tender
Cost
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GURU GHASIDAS VISHWAVIDYALAYA
(A Central University established under the Central Universities Act, 2009, No.25 of 2009)

KONI,BILASPUR-495 009 (C.G.) INDIA
Tel. - +91-7752- 260342 260021 Fax - +91-7752- 260154 260148 website - www. ggu.ac.in

ADMISSION NOTICE (2020-21)
Ref.No.03/Admission/Academic/20 Bilaspur, Date 29.04.2020
Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur invites online applications for admission to the various courses for the academic session 2020-21 through Vishwavidyalaya
Entrance Test (VET).
(a) Courses available for admission:

Honours Programmes : B. Com (Honours), BSW, BA (Honours)-Anthropology, English, Hindi, Journalism & Mass Communication, Economics, History, Political
Science,
B. Sc. (Honours)- Anthropology , Biotechnology, Botany, Forensic Science, Chemistry, Computer Science, Zoology, Mathematics, Physics, Electronics, Rural
Technology .
5 years Integrated BA - LLB, B. Com-LLB
B. Pharm, B.Sc. in Forestry, Bachelor of Education (B..Ed.),B.Ed. Special Education (Learning disability), B.Ed. Special Education (Hearing Impaired), Bachelor of
Physical Education (B.P.Ed.), Bachelor of Library & Information Science (B. Lib. & I. Sc.),
Postgraduate programme : M.Sc. - Botany, Chemistry, Bio-technology, Forensic Science, Computer Science, Rural Technology, Forestry, Physics, Electronics,
Mathematics, Zoology, M.A.- Economics,Political Science, Hindi, English, History,Journalism & Mass Communication. Master of Education (M.Ed.), Master of
Physical Education (M.P.Ed.), Master of Social Work (MSW), Master of Computer Applications (M.C.A.), M.A./M.Sc . in Anthropology, M. Lib. & Inf. Sc., M.
Com.
Diploma programme: Diploma in Pharmacy, PGDC, CCCL

(b) Exam Centres for VET* -1.Bilaspur (CG) 2. Raipur (CG) 3 .Jagdalpur (CG) 4. Ambikapur (CG) 5. Korba (CG), 6. Janjgir/Champa (CG),7. Raigarh (CG), 8.
Rajnandgaon (CG), 9. Patna (Bihar), 10. Ranchi (JH), 11. Vishakhapatnam(AP) 12. Prayagraj (Allahabad) (UP) 13. Bhubaneshwar (Odissa), 14. Kolkata (WB) , 15.
Gandia (MH), 16 Jabalpur (MP),
Details/names of the Centres of Examinations will be available on our website (www.ggu.ac.in) from 30'h May 2020.

(c) For admission procedure, eligibility, number of seats, reservation policy, fees, scholarship, entrance test date & time, exam centre and how to apply, please
refer to "Online Application for Admission 2020-21" available on university website www.ggu.ac.in

(d) Application/Entrance Test Fee-
Online Application form - Rs. 500/- + Bank Charges for GEN,OBC and EWS, Rs. 250/- + Bank Charges for SC/ ST /PWD candidates.

Important dates:
l. Start of Online Application Process : 4th May 2020
2. Closing date of Online submission of Application forms : 30th May 2020
3.. Downloading of Admit card (online) starts from : Will be declared later on
4. Entrance test dates for All Courses : Will be declared later on
5. Declaration of Results : Will be declared later on
6. Counselling (For VET) : Will be declared later on
7. Last date of Admission (For VET ) : Will be declared later on

*The University reserves the right to change/cancel any Centre of Examination or date without assigning any reason.
Note:-
1. Separate notification will be issued by the University for MBA, M. Tech. & M. Pharm., candidates interested in these courses need not apply against this advertisement .
2. In case,the University will not be able to conduct Entrance Tests for courses advertised in this Admission Notice, due to lock down (COVID-19), admissions will be

given to the applicants on the basis of their merit/marks scored in the qualifying examination prescribed in eligibility criteria.
3. The closing date is tentative and it can be extended if the governments extend the lock down period.

Helpline: 07752-260342 260299( For Online) Email: admissionsggv@gmail.com Registrar (Acting)

424-SP/20

Divisional Railway Manager (Electrical),
NWR/Ajmer

Corrigendum
Tender Notice No. DRM (Elect.) 78, 79

and 80 (2019-20) issued by this office,

which were scheduled to be opened on

22.04.2020 at 15:30 Hrs.,will now be

opened on 06.05.2020 at 15:30 Hrs.,

Other Terms and condition are same.

RFQ No.
IPRCL/ADI/PROJECTS/NMHC/

EPC/2020
Dated: 30.04.2020

Construction of National Maritime
Heritage Complex at Lothal, Gujarat

through Engineering,
Procurement & Construction (EPC)

Mode.
For more details visit website

www.etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app

INDIAN PORT RAIL
& ROPEWAY

CORPORATION LIMITED

(Formerly Indian Port Rail Corporation Ltd.)

(A JV Company under Ministry of
Shipping,Government of India)

Classifieds
PUBLIC NOTICE

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

REACHING OUT
RAJYASABHAChairmanMVenkaiahNaiduhas reachedout
to nearly all members of the Upper House, former Indian
Presidents,PrimeMinisters,presentandformerChief Justices
of India, Governors and Chief Ministers of nearly all states,
leaders of various political parties and evenmediapersons,
askingaftertheirhealthandsafetyduringthelockdown.Part
of his “Mission Connect”, Naidu has already spoken to 241
RajyaSabhamembers, includingthosewhohaveretiredand
those recently reelected. He has spoken with former
PresidentsPranabMukherjeeandPratibhaPatilaswellasfor-
merPrimeMinistersManmohanSinghand HDDeveGowda.
Hehasheldseveralvideo-conferencingcallswithGovernors
to assess the situation during the pandemic in these states.
NaiduhasalsoreachedouttoCJISABobde,andhispredeces-
sorsDeepakMisraandRanjanGogoi,nowaRajyaSabhaMP.

FOLLOW NO MORE
ABOUTTHREEweeksafter theWhiteHouse followedPrime
MinisterNarendraModi,PresidentRamNathKovindandthe
PrimeMinister’sOffice (PMO)onTwitter, theofficial handle
of theWhiteHousehasunfollowedthemall.AroundApril10,
theWhite House followed the personal Twitter handles of
Kovind, Modi and the PMO.With this, Modi and President
Kovindbecametheonlyworldleaderswhowerefollowedby
theWhiteHouse on Twitter. But nomore. Besides the three
handles, theWhite House has also unfollowed the Indian
Embassy inWashington and the US Embassy in NewDelhi.
ByWednesday evening, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi took
anapparentdigatthegovernmentbytweetingaboutthede-
velopment— he expressed “dismay” and asked theMEA to
look into it.

MAPPING MOVES
THEMHA’Sorderoninter-statemovementofmigrantwork-
ersandstudentshascreatedaninterestingbuzzinthepower
corridors.ManybureaucratsaresayingthattheCentrehasfor
the first timedisplayed the “true spirit of cooperative feder-
alism”. They say this is perhaps the only occasionwhen the
Centrehasfollowedalockdownrelaxationmodelalreadyex-
ercisedbyastate.ThereferenceisprimarilytoUttarPradesh,
which had begun extracting students andmigrantworkers
in large numbers fromother statesmuch before theMHA’s
latestorder.Manyalsopointedtotheapparentcueprovided
inareport inRSSmouthpiece ‘Panchjanya’,whichhailedthe
wayYogiAdityanath ismanaging the stateduring theongo-
ingpandemic.

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,APRIL29

WHILEBIHARwelcomedtheCentre’s
order onWednesday allowingmove-
ment of labour, students and tourists
strandedawayfromhomesacrossthe
country, therewasnowordfromiton
whether it would arrange for the re-
turnof people fromthestate.
Inastatement,BiharChiefMinister

Nitish Kumar said, “TheMHA (Union
Ministry of HomeAffairs) order is apt
andwelcome.Wewillcomplywiththe
Centralgovernment’sprotocolsonmi-
grants’movement.”
Topsources in theChiefMinister’s

Office told The Indian Express that the
governmentwas unlikely to send ve-
hicles to other states, but would
arrange to take those who reach its
borders to quarantine centres at the
block level in theirdistricts.

An esti-
mated10 lakh
people from
Bihar are be-
lieved to be
stuck in other
states, mostly
Haryana,
Gujarat,Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh
and
Maharashtra.As
states like Uttar

Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh last
weekstartedmakingarrangementsfor
thereturnofstudentsandlabourfrom
the state, Biharhadcomeunderpres-
sure to do so. However, the state gov-
ernment had said it couldn’t do the
sameastheCentre’s lockdownguide-
lines forbid it.
Welcoming the HomeMinistry’s

orderonWednesday,BiharDeputyCM
Sushil Kumar Modi said, “We have

beenaskingforthisforlong.CMNitish
Kumar had also taken this up with
PrimeMinister NarendraModi at the
recentvideo-conferencemeeting.We
had been asking for clarity and will
nowworkaccordingly.”
BiharDGPGupteshwarPandeysaid

whilethereturnofaround10lakhpeo-
ple, including “around1,000students
fromKotaalone”,wouldbeachallenge,
theywerereadyforit.“Wehavemade
arrangementstoquarantineabout2.5
lakhpeople.Itwouldbeexpandedfur-
ther. Wewould like the states from
where they are coming to conduct
screeningorCOVIDtestsofall.Wecan
conduct a second test at our quaran-
tinecentres.”
Lok Janshakti Party president

Chirag Paswan said he had also taken
up thematterwith the PM,while the
RJD claimed the Centre had acted on
the“constantpressureputbyleaderof
OppositionTejashwiPrasadYadav”.

Bihar welcomes govt order on
migrants, mum on next steps

BiharCM
NitishKumar

UP migrant who
died after 2-week
journey home
tests negative

State govt procurement gets delayed,
farmers in Rajasthan pay the price

Hours before testing
negative, quarantined
railway staffer kills self

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,APRIL29

A59-YEAR-OLDRailwayemployeeadmitted
to ahospital quarantine facility in Firozabad
district committed suicide late on Tuesday
night,hoursbeforehissecondsampletested
negative forCOVID-19.
The police said Om Prakash, a Group-D

staffer, may have killed himself because of
stress. He had been admitted to the facility
onApril 20afteracolleague testedpositive.
“The employee’s bodywas found hang-

inginhisroomatahospitalquarantineroom
at SHHospital under the Tundla police sta-
tion onWednesdaymorning. He ended life
by hanging himself on Tuesday night. The

reasonforthesuicideis likely
to be stress regarding the
coronavirus,” said
Superintendent of Police
SachindraPatel.
An official said Prakash’s

firstsamplehadbeensentfor
testing last week. “Then on
Monday, itwasagain sent for
the coronavirus test. The re-
sultcametoday[Wednesday]
afternoon, and it showed he
had tested negative for the
virus. His sample had to be
senttwicetoafacilityinSaifai
for sometechnical reasons.”
A police official said

Prakash’s body was kept at
the mortuary as his family
wasyet toarrive.
“Thetwosonsareontheir

way to Firozabad. They have
gotpermissiontotravel.After
theycome,wewillhandover
the body to them for crema-
tion,” saidKumar.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

e-Procurement Notice

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
1 The Executive Engineer Mandi Division No.II, HPPWD Mandi H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P

invites the online bids on item rate in electronic tendering system in 2 cover system for the follow-
ing works from the eligible and approved contractors/Firms registered with HPPWD department

2. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The bid document is available online and bid should be submit-
ted online on website http://hptenders.gov.inbidder would be required to register in the website which is free of cost. For sub-
mission of bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying
Authorities (CA). “Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user ID and password for participating in e-tendering in
HPPWD may obtain the same from the website: http://hptenders.gov.in Digital signature is mandatory to participate in the
e-tendering. Bidders already possessing the digital signature issued from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender.

3. Key dates:-

1 Date of online publication 4.05.2020. at 5.PM

2 Document download and end date 4.05.2020 at 5.00PM up to 25.05.2020. at 5.00 PM

3 Bid submission start and end date 4.05.2020 at 5.30PM up to 25.05.2020 at 5.00 PM

4 Date of technical bid opening 26.05.2020 at 11.30 AM

5 Physical submission of original documents i/c original EMD Upto 26.5.2020 at 11.00 AM
& cost of tender documents etc

Sr. Name of Work Estimated EMD Cost of Eligible Class Time
No. Cost Tender of Contractor Limit

1 Rs.18445000.00 Rs.216950.00 Rs.5000.00 B&A One yearConstruction of Bhargaon to Alag via Tilla road km
0/0 to 2/500 under RIDF XXV (SH:-F/C 5/7 Mtr wide
R/walls, B/walls, CD works unlined drain, parapets
logo board and dumping site etc in km 0/0 to 2/500)

4. Tender Details:-

The tender documents shall be uploaded on line in 2 cover.
i) Cover 1: shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical Documents eligibility” information
ii) Cover 2: shall contain “BOQ/Financial bid” where contractor will quote his offer for each item
5. Submission of Original Documents: The bidders are required to submit (a) original demand draft

towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security/Earnest money Deposit (EMD) and other
Technical Documents with this office as specified in key dates at Sr.No.5.failing which the bids will be
declared nonresponsive.

6. Bid opening Detail: The bid shall be opened on 26.05.2020 at 11.30 HRs in the office of Executive
Engineer Mandi DivisionNo.II HP.PWD Mandi. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening
of the bid as specified the bid will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.

7. The bid for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 120 days after the dead-
line date for bid submission.

8. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for
any delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bid-
ders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It
is the bidders’ responsibility to verify the website
for the latest information related to the tender.

Executive Engineer,
Mandi Division No.II

HP.PWD Mandi
HIM SUCHANA AVAM JANSAMPARK0167/HP

DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,APRIL29

THREE DAYS after returning
from the Krishi Upaj Mandi in
Rajasthan’s Sriganganagar city,
48-year-old farmer Gurpreet
SinghSandhustillcan’tstoprue-
inghisloss—hehadtosellmost
of his mustard produce of 75
quintalsformuchlowerthanthe
minimumsupportprice (MSP).
“IsufferedalossofRs900on

each quintal after selling the
mustard at just over Rs 3,500 a
quintal at themandi. Last year, I
hadsoldmyproducetothegov-
ernment at MSP of Rs 4,200 a
quintal,”saysSandhu,aresident
of 8NNvillageof Srigangnagar.
Forthisyear’srabiseason,the

CentrehasfixedRs4,425aquin-
talasMSPforrapeseedandmus-
tard.However,withthedelayin
government procurement due
to the lockdown, farmers in
most areas of Rajasthan areun-
abletoselltheirproduceatMSP.
TheRajasthanStateCo-oper-

ativeMarketing Federation Ltd
(RAJFED) is procuringmustard
andgramatMSPofRs4,425and
4,875 per quintal, respectively,
but procurement is functional
onlyinafewdistrictsinKotadivi-
sion, leaving farmers fromother
districts likeSriganganagarwith
nooptionbuttowaitorsell their
produce at throwawayprices to
privateplayersatmandis.

Governmentdatashowsthat
as of Tuesday, the averageprice
ofmustardintheSriganganagar-
Jaitsar, Padampur, Sadulsahar
and Sriganganagarmandiswas
Rs 3,640, Rs 3,801, Rs 3,711 and
Rs 3,765 respectively, much
lower than theMSPofRs4,425.
Ranvir Singh Chahar,

Sriganganagar regional officer,
RAJFED, told The Indian Express

thatprocurementofmustardin
the district would start from
May1.
“I couldn’t wait till procure-

ment starts. Kharif sowing has
startedandIneedmoneyimme-
diately to purchase seeds and
paylabourersforsowingcotton.
We have noway of recovering
our losses,” says Sandhu, who
hadsownmustardon16acres.
SanjayPathak,generalman-

ager, RAJFED, told The Indian
Expressthatthisyear, inaperiod
of three months, the govern-
ment has a target of procuring
10.46lakhmetrictonnesofmus-
tardand6.17lakhmetrictonnes
of gram at the MSP. He added
thattherewasadelayofaround
15 days in starting the process
due to the lockdown.
A total of 2,72,795 farmers

are registered with RAJFED to
selltheirproduceatMSP.Online
registration was stopped after
the lockdownwas announced.
Among those registered, only
7,547farmershavebeenallotted
dates for purchase of produce.

Officials said that online regis-
tration will begin again from
May1.
Farmerssaythedelayhashit

themhard.AtSodhanavillagein
Barandistrict’sKishanganjtehsil,
58-year-oldMukesh Paliwal is
reluctanttosell80quintalsofhis
wheat produce to private play-
ers for less than theMSP of Rs
1,925perquintal.ButAjaySingh
Choudhary,anotherfarmerfrom
Kishanganj tehsil, says that due
to his urgent need for cash, he
couldn’twait.“Ineededcashur-
gently for labourers and other
expenses, so I had to sell 500
quintals.Thewheatwassoldfor
Rs 1,743 and Rs 1,661 per quin-
tal — lower than MSP,” says
Choudhary.
FCIgeneralmanager(region)

SanjeevBhasker toldThe Indian
Express that FCI has a target of
procuring17lakhmetrictonnes
of wheat in Rajasthan till June
30. “Till Monday we procured
74,720metrictonnesofwheat,”
saidBhasker.FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Farmersat theKishanganj tehsildaroffice inBarandistrict
aftersubmittingamemorandumrequestinganincrease in
thequantityofwheatandnumberof tokens issued. Express

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,APRIL29

A35-YEAR-OLDmigrantworker
whodiedonMondayafterhitch-
hiking 1,500 km fromMumbai
toUttarPradesh’s Shravasti dis-
trict over twoweeks has tested
negative forCOVID-19.
Insaf Ali’s autopsy could not

ascertain thecauseof hisdeath.
AlihadreachedMathkanwavil-
lage on Monday morning. By
noon,aftercomplainingofstom-
achache,hewasdead.
“Hiscoronavirustestisnega-

tive. The post-mortemwas in-
conclusive. His cause of death
could not be ascertained,” SP
Anoop Kumar Singh told The
IndianExpress.
The police handed over the

body to the family. The burial
was scheduled forWednesday
evening. After Ali’s death, his
family was quarantined in a
school for touching his body.
Theywere allowed back home
onWednesday after the test re-
port camebacknegative.

New Delhi
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RITIKACHOPRA
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

THE 2020-21 academic session
willstartone-and-a-halfmonths
lateforstudentsenteringhigher
education thisyear.
The University Grants

Commission (UGC) on
Wednesday released an indica-
tive academic calendar for
higher education institutions,
suggesting that classes for first-
year students can start by
September1andfor intermedi-
ateyear students onAugust1. It
alsoindicatedthattheadmission
process for freshbatchesof stu-
dentsbeconducted inAugust.

For the graduating batch, as
first reported by The Indian
ExpressonApril26,universities
and colleges have been advised
toholdtheir final-yearortermi-
nal semester examination from
July1toJuly15anddeclaretheir
resultsendof themonth.
For intermediate (read 2nd

or3rdyear)students,highered-
ucation institutions can hold
their semester or year-end ex-
aminationfromJuly16toJuly30
andannounceresultsbyAugust
14. June, as advisedbyUGC, can
be treatedas summervacation.
Aside frommaking changes

to the suggested academic cal-
endar, universities andcolleges,
theUGCclarified,arealsofreeto

conducttheirexaminationinei-
ther offline or onlinemode and
reduce the time from three to
twohours. However, the exam-
ination should beheld “observ-
ing the guidelines of ‘social dis-
tancing’andkeepinginviewthe
support system available with
themandensuringfairopportu-
nity to all students”, the UGC
guidelines states.
In case higher education in-

stitutionsareunable toconduct
term-endexamsbecauseof the
COVID-19 outbreak, they have
been advised to promote stu-
dents by giving 50%weightage
to internal evaluation and the
rest to “performance in thepre-
vious semester”.

“Inthesituationswherepre-
vioussemesterorpreviousyear
marksarenotavailable,particu-
larly in the first year of annual
pattern of examinations, 100%
evaluationmay be done on the
basis of internal assessments. If
the student wishes to improve
the grades, he/shemay appear
in special exams for such sub-
jects duringnext semester,” the
UGCguidelines state.
For research students, viva-

voceexaminationsareexpected
totakeplacethroughvideo-con-
ferencing.AllMPhilandPhDstu-
dentswillgetanextensionofsix
months. The lockdown period
willbetreatedas“deemedtobe
attended”byallstudentsandre-

searchscholars.
The 2020-21 academic year

maynothaveawinterbreakand
followsix-dayteachingweekto
make up for the learning time
lost due to the classroom shut-
down.
Examination for the first se-

mester of 2020-21 is likely to
take place in January 2021 and
forthesecondsemesterinMay-
June. The 2021-22 academic
year is expected to start on
August2.
TheUGCguidelinesandpro-

posed academic calendar are
based on the suggestions of an
expert committee led by R C
Kuhad,headofHaryanaCentral
University.

MANOJCG&
MILINDGHATWAI
NEWDELHI,BHOPAL,APRIL29

ON JANUARY 25, exactly two
months before the first COVID-
19 death was reported in
Madhya Pradesh, the state’s
DirectorateofHealthServicesis-
sued its first advisory to hospi-
tals to be on alert. A second di-
rectionfollowedthreedayslater,
asking collectors to form task
forcesandsetupisolationwards
forthosereturningfromWuhan,
China, then the epicentre of
coronavirus.
On January 31, a day after

Indiareporteditsfirstcaseof in-
fection in Kerala and theWHO
declared COVID-19 a public
healthemergency,thestategov-
ernment decided to make all
those who had returned from
China after January 15 undergo
acoronavirus test.
AsMadhyaPradeshbecomes

thethirdstateafterMaharashtra
and Gujarat to record over 100
deaths due to COVID-19, and
cities like Indore and Ujjain
emerge as hotspots,what is be-
comingincreasinglyclearisthat
whilethestatehadstartedgear-
ingup to takeon thevirusearly,
it took its eyeoff theball during
the crucial period in March
when it was rocked by political
turmoil.
The Congress and BJP have

traded charges over this period,
with the Congress accusing the
latter of beingmore interested
in toppling its government in
Madhya Pradesh, and the BJP
saying that when it came into
power, the state was ill-
equipped tohandle thevirus.
Multiple bureaucrats, both

serving and retired, whom The
Indian Express spoke to, spoke
about the confusion in Bhopal
hitting coronavirus efforts in
March.

Noting that the initial mo-
mentumwas lost, a senior bu-
reaucrat said, “We had started
surveying thosewhohad come
from abroad by the end of
Januaryitself.TheDirectorateof
Health Services issuedat least a
dozen advisories in February
alone. It was much before the
fear factorhadset in.”
On March 3, then Chief

SecretarySudhiRanjanMohanty
heldavideo-conferencewithdis-
trictcollectorsanddistrictpolice
chiefs and directed them to en-
suremedicalcheck-upofallthose
whohadreturnedfromabroad.
But, soon after, Bhopal was

overtakenbythepolitical tussle
between the Congress and BJP.
“The Kamal Nath government
was caught up in saving itself.
HisHealthMinisterhadrebelled.
There were also no cases in
MadhyaPradesh.sothepolitical
class perhaps took it lightly,” a
seniorofficial said.
The Health Minister at the

time was Tulsiram Silawat, a
close confidant of Jyotiraditya
Scindia,whocrossedovertothe
BJP. Sources said the last official
meetingSilawatattendedwasa
CabinetmeetingonMarch6.
An official currently in the

governmentsaid,“Weissueddi-
rections that thereshouldbeno
Holi celebrations onMarch 10.
We shut all schools, colleges,
malls etc onMarch 13. But, as
you know, all attentionwas on
thepolitical crisis then.”
A top state official, sources

said, had to pull political strings
toensurethattheGaircongrega-
tiontobeheldinIndoreonMarch
14forRangPanchamiwasputoff.
Thiswasa task as theorganisers
were close to both Congress
leader Digvijaya Singh and the
BJP’s KailashVijayavargiya. “We
gotacrossmessagestoboth,urg-
ingthemtoimpressupontheor-
ganiserstocancel.Thatistheway
thingswere incomplete fluxbe-
tweenMarch10and24,”asenior
officialsaid.
Meanwhile, BJP leaders, in-

cluding Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
belittled the threat from the
virus. “It’s not corona but
darona,” was a line repeated by
many, accusing the Congress of
playinguptheCOVID-19scareto
save itsgovernment.
The first case inMPwas re-

portedonMarch20, inJabalpur,
thedaytheKamalNathgovern-
ment fell.
Apart from15days inMarch,

said another senior official, “an-
other 15dayswere lost after the
Chouhangovernment took over
becausetherewasnocleardirec-
tion”. Chouhan remained the
onlyminister in the state for a
monthaftertakingoathonMarch
23.NowhehasaCabinetof five.
Then followed the fiasco of

theentiretop-levelbureaucracy
inthestate’shealthdepartment
testingpositive, startingApril 3.
“There should have been three-
four teams. but everybodywas
put inone team,andall of them
got infected. So there was no
healthminister,noprincipalsec-
retary, health, and no director,
healthservices,”saidtheofficial.
Chouhan has sought to shift

theblameof this too to thepre-
viousgovernment,saying,“Itap-
pears the health officials were
not trained andmany of them
got infected themselves.”
Chouhan’s bureaucratic

shake-upincludedreplacement
of Mohanty as chief secretary,
transferofHealthCommissioner
PrateekHajela (whohad earlier
headed the NRC exercise in
Assam) and a new collector for
Indore.Oneofficialsaidthenew
collectorwas relatively inexpe-
rienced, and took time togeton
topof things.
Afewdaysago,theCMsetup

a task force on coronavirus
headed by state BJP chief V D
Sharma and including only
politicians. There is, besides, a
13-member advisory panel
headed by activist Kailash
Satyarthi and, including a few
doctors,whichhashadonlyone
video-conferencewithChouhan
so far. Satyarthi’s main sugges-
tion has been to ban child
pornography. A third team has
been formed comprisingmed-
icalprofessionals.
As of Wednesday, Madhya

Pradesh’s coronavirus figures
stood at 2,560 cases and 130
deaths.

Start academicsession for first-year
students inSept,UGCadvisesvarsities

How early mover MP lost the
plot amid power tussle in March

‘Present situation
in Kashmir stable
but fragile... peace
goal for forces’
LIEUTENANTGENERALBSRAJU
took over as GOC of Chinar
Corps, which looks after the
Army’s operations in the
Kashmir region, including the
highly active Line of Control, on
March2.HespeakstoSUSHANT
SINGH about the situation in
Kashmir and the LoC, particu-
larlyinthecontextoftheCOVID-
19pandemic.Excerpts:

Howdoyouassess the
currentsituationontheLoC?
Whyhas itbecomeactive
now?
Pakistan has consistently

beenaidingandabettinginfiltra-
tionformorethan30yearsnow.
Alltheterroristcampsandlaunch
padsinPoKarefull.Theseterror-
ist cadres are desperate to infil-
tratewith the help of Pakistan
Army...Numerousinfiltrationat-
tempts have been foiled and
Pakistan Army is constantly re-
sorting to ceasefire violation to
support the terrorist infiltration.
Our befitting response to cease-
fireviolationshasbeenswift,hard
andpunishing.
An impervious Counter

InfiltrationGridandoureffective
response to ceasefire violations
haveleftPakistanhelplessinfur-
thering itsagenda.

Isn’t it fairtoexpectthat
whenbothIndiaandPakistan
aregrapplingwithCOVID-19,
thesituationontheLoC
wouldbemorepeacefuland
localvillagerswouldbe
spared?WhatisPakistan’s
gameplanontheLoC?
There is only one reason for

thenearconstantceasefireviola-
tions,Pakistan’sattempttoassist
more terrorists to infiltrate into
India in order to disrupt nor-
malcy in the Kashmir valley.
Pakistan Army facilitates these
infiltration attempts. Even in
times when the world is to-
getherincombattingthespread
of the pandemic, there is no
respite from Pakistan... Our sol-
diers along theborders arewell
equipped...Weareensuringthat
our borders are safe while the
country is fightingCOVID-19.
TheArmyalongtheLoCpro-

videsalltypesofsuccourandas-
sistance to the population. Our
outreach programmes range
frommedical help, evacuation,
provisioningofrationsandother
materialaid,helpinreconstruc-
tion of damaged houses and
evenprovidingjobopportunities
tolocals.Apartfromthis,educa-
tion, skill development and
women empowerment initia-
tives are undertaken regularly.
Welivewiththelocalsandshare
the relationship of a ‘Humsaya’
(co-inhabitants), whichmeans
thatwestandshouldertoshoul-
derwiththemthroughgoodand
not-so-goodtimes.

Shouldweexpectthe
situationontheLoCto
changeanytimesoon?
Pakistan’spersistenceininfil-

trating terrorists, proliferating
falsepropagandaareintendedto
disturb peace and its actions are
unlikelytochangeanytimesoon...

What is the internalsecurity
situationintheValley?What
arethe indicatorsyouare
monitoringclosely?
The present situation in

Kashmir is stable but fragile.
Maintainingpeacehasbeenthe
prime goal of all the Security
Forces,workinginclosesynergy
with each other, ie. Army, J&K
Police, CAPF, intelligence agen-
ciesandtheciviladministration.
Also, the Awam-Army connect
has always been strong due to
our ethical conduct and trans-
parency inoperations. The situ-
ation has been largely normal
and no civil casualty due to the
Security Forces’ action since
August 5, 2019, is one example
of it. Even now, in our fight
againstcoronavirus,thesupport
and cooperation we have re-
ceived from the Awaam has
beenoverwhelming.

Howhavetheguidelineson
COVID-19alteredyour
workingroutineorthatof
yourheadquarters,andof
units inthefield?
All precautionsasperguide-

linesarebeing followed in letter
and spirit by our headquarters
and units. Necessary adjust-
ments have beenmade in our
routineandfunctioninginorder
to maintain our working and
there has been no difference in
our efficacy to conduct opera-
tions.AlongtheLoC,all theloca-
tionsareisolatedandtomaintain
social distancing and isolations
norms,thereisnoproblematall.

FULLINTERVIEWON
www.indianexpress.com

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,APRIL29

BJPMLABrijbhushanRajput,who
was seen in a videopurportedly
questioning a vegetable vendor
about his “actual name” and
threateninghim, told The Indian
Express onWednesday that as a
“worker for Hindutva” living in
Lucknow,where two “Hindutva
leaders”hadbeenkilled,he fears
for his life and is “extra vigilant”
aboutactivitiesnearhisresidence.
Hewas referring to themur-

der of Hindu outfit leader
Kamlesh Tiwari in October last
year and the killing of another
leaderinLucknow.
Rajput said, “I work for cow

protection and Hindutva, and
thereisathreattomylifeaswell,
butIdidnotsaythatmembersof
anyparticularcommunitycannot
sell vegetables. I was just con-
cernedaboutsomeonehidinghis
identity.”
Inthevideothatwentviral,the

MLA from Charkhari in
Bundelkhandpurportedly asked
thevendortorevealhisrealname,
failingwhichhewouldbebeaten
up.Aboywhowaswiththeven-
dorwasaskedhisname.Theboy
is heard saying the name, and
promisingthattheywouldnotre-
peat the act. TheMLA is heard
tellingthevendornottoreturnto
hislocality.
Rajputsaidhissecurityguard

bought vegetables from the
vender.Heclaimedthatwhenthe
venderwasquestionedaboutper-
mission, he tried to flee. “This
mademesuspicious thathewas
hidinghistrueidentity,”theMLA
said. He alleged the vendor, “a
Muslim,wascitingaHinduname
anddidnothaveanyIDproof”.
Asked about the video, BJP

spokesperson Rakesh Tripathi
said, “The BJP does not support
any discrimination. TheMLA is
justaskingforaname.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

UNDERLININGTHAT“Internetis
beingused”byterrorhandlersin
Pakistan “to support fallacious
proxy wars”, Jammu and
Kashmir administration
Wednesdayjustifieditsdecision
to restrict Internet in the region
to2Gspeedandsaid“righttoac-
cess the Internet is not a funda-
mental right”.
Theadministrationalso said

“the type and breadth of access
for exercising the right to free-
dom of speech and expression.
and/or to carry on any trade or
businessunder.theconstitution.
through. Internet can be cur-
tailed” intheinterestof security
of state,publicorderetc.
Respondingtopetitionsseek-

ing 4G Internet speed in the re-
gion, the Union Territory
AdministrationtoldtheSupreme
Courtinanaffidavitthatcurbson
socialmediahadbeeneasedpost
theJanuary10rulingof theapex
court regarding restrictions im-
posedinthewakeofthedecision
to revoke JammuandKashmir’s
special status.
“Nowthattherestrictionson

use of social media have been

eased, if speed is not limited to
2G, thehigh speed internetwill
enable the spread of any fake
news/rumors and transfer of
heavy data files (audio/video
files) will become prevalent
whichmaybeutilizedby terror
outfits for incitement as also in
planning attacks,” the affidavit
said.
TheaffidavitfiledbyShaleen

Kabra,PrincipalSecretaryHome
Department, J&K,said“Pakistan
based terrorism handlers..., in-
stigatingyouthtojointerrorism,
are using messaging applica-
tions to communicate as also to
raise the morale of terrorists;
however 2Gmobile data serv-
icesconsiderablyrestricttheuse
of such Applications. Further, it
is submitted thatVOIPservices/
encryptedmessaging, etc. that
are utilized for infiltration via
Line of Control as also commu-
nication from across the
border,dependuponhighspeed
internet”.
“Currentdiscoursesof social

media campaigns infer thatPak
handlesareaimingtoincitevio-
lence amongst College and
University students,” the affi-
davit said.
“Highspeedinternetservices

(4G)decrease the timeof circu-

lation of various photographs,
videos, propaganda audios and
henceenabletheassociatedcon-
tenttogoviral,withthereaction
time of law enforcement agen-
cies to such situations decreas-
ing,” itpointedout.
The affidavit said “misuse of

data services, applications like
WhatsApp and Facebook for
mobilizing crowds by anti-na-
tional elements has the poten-
tial tocauselargescaleviolence,
disturbpublicorderand indeed
threaten the security of the
country”.
The administration said

“steps taken against themisuse
of mobile data services which
are prevalent in other parts of
thecountrymaynotbepractical
anddefinitelynotsuffice incase
of J&K”.
Stating that only “least re-

strictive”measures are inplace,
it added that “evenwhen inter-
net serviceswere restored only
withwhite-listedURLs”afterthe
apexcourtjudgmentinJanuary,
“it was found that miscreants
were using different VPNs but
because of low speed mobile
data services, were not able to
upload files of heavy data con-
taining incriminating andother
objectionablevideos”.

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, APRIL29

ADECADES-LONG legal battle to
preserve an admission process
that ChristianMedical College
(CMC)Vellorehadbeenfollowing
since 1946 came to an end on
Wednesday,with the Supreme
Courtrulingthatalladmissionsto
graduate andpostgraduate pro-
grammes inmedical anddental
courses in thecountry shouldbe
basedon theNationalEligibility-
cum-EntranceTest(NEET).
Asserting that NEETwas in

“national interest” to improve
thequalityofmedicaleducation,
the apex court disagreedwith a
keyargumentof CMCVellore—
oneof the petitioners—by say-
ingthattheNEETregulationsdo
notviolateminorityrightsasthe
same have been prescribed to
weedoutthemaladiesplaguing
professional education.
Speaking to The Indian

Express, Dr Peter John Victor,
Director of CMC Vellore, said
they have been following the
NEET selection process for ad-
missions in the past two years.
“So there isnochange in theex-

istingsystem,”hesaid.
Krishna Srinivasan, a lawyer

who had been fighting the case
for CMC Vellore for over three
decades, said they are bound to
follow the SC order. “We will
continue to followNEETadmis-
sion process subject to the
National Medical Commission
Act, which will come in force
soon,”hesaid.
WhileCMCVellore seems to

havenoimmediateplanstoseek
areview, theSupremeCourtor-
dermay impact theTamilNadu
government’slong-standingde-

mandforexemptionfromNEET.
Legal battles may continue

over largerquestionsonminor-
ityrightsbeforealargerbenchof
the Supreme Court. However,
the bench onWednesday held
that there was no question of
discrimination in respectofmi-
nority institutions as bothma-
jority andminority institutions
will have to admit students
through the common entrance
testconductedbytheagencyap-
pointedbyMCIorDCI.
Abatchofpetitionswasorig-

inally filed in the apex court in

2012, by CMC Vellore among
others,challengingtheconstitu-
tionalvalidityof theNEETnotifi-
cations issued by theMCI and
DCI. Essentially, it was a legal
fight to protect the admission
process it was following since
1946.CMCfollowedthisprocess
— inspired by selection for
armed forces in pre-
Independent India —with the
help of multiple intern orders
from the Supreme Court from
1993 to 2012, and at least 17
courtordersendorsing their se-
lection process, even after the
state government tried to im-
poseacommonsystem.
“We had our own nation-

wideentranceexamfollowedby
an interview sessionwhere the
aptitudeofcandidateswaseval-
uated by a group of doctors.
Evaluating the candidate’s pro-
ficiency as a doctor was part of
this process. In thismanner,we
got the best candidates, who
were committed towork in ru-
ral areas evenafterpostgradua-
tion.Attritionrateof candidates
passing out of CMC for a future
in a foreign country was also
lowest —- 80 per cent of them
serve in India,” Srinivasansaid.

THE EXPRESS

INTERVIEW
WITH

B S RAJU
GOCOFCHINARCORPS

Childrensewfacemasks in JabalpuronWednesday.PTI

ChristianMedicalCollege ,Vellore. Courtesy:CMC

UP: BJP MLA
‘threatens’ man
in video, says he
hid ‘true identity’

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,APRIL29

THREEMILITANTSwere killed
andthreesecuritypersonnel, in-
cluding an ArmyMajor, injured
in a gunbattlewhich continued
for nearly 20 hours in south
Kashmir’s Shopian district.
Seven people also suffered pel-
let injuries after clashes broke
outnear theencounter site.
Policeofficerssaidthatacor-

don and search operation was
launched inMelhoora area on
Tuesday afternoon. “The en-
counterconcludedtodayafterit
started around 4.30 pm on
Tuesday,” saidapoliceofficer.
A J&K Police spokesperson

said the “hiding terrorists fired
on the search party”, triggering
thegunbattle.Theidentityofthe
three militants is being ascer-
tained,police said.
When the operation began,

villagers from a nearby area
marchedtowardstheencounter
site and clashedwith the secu-
ritypersonnelonTuesdayafter-
noon. In the ensuing action by
security forces, at least seven
people sufferedpellet injuries.

3 militants killed,
3 security
personnel injured
in 20-hr Shopian
encounter

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL29

EVEN AS themedical research
worldislookingatavaccineand
drug for coronavirus, a Kerala-
based research institute is ex-
ploringthepossibilityofaplant-
baseddrug to tackle thevirus.
Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical

Botanical Garden and Research
Institute (JNTBGRI), based at
Palode in Thiruvananthapuram
district, has received the ICMR’s
approvalfortestingtheeffective-
nessof theplant’sextractionfor
treatment of coronavirus, ac-
cording to the institute’s direc-
tor,DrRPrakashkumar.
The test would be held at

National Institute of Virology
(NIV), Pune,hesaid.
The institute’s ongoing proj-

ecton“anti-viralfrommedicinal
plants of Western Ghats” had
found that a compound from a
particular plant extraction is ef-
fectiveagainstchikungunyaand
dengue,bothviralinfections.The
extractionhaseffectiveanti-virus
property, theresearchfound.
Thefindingsonchikungunya

and dengue is in the stage of
patenting,andtheprojectissup-
ported by the Department of
Biotechnology,undertheUnion
Ministry of Science and
Technology.
Prakashkumarsaid:“It isnot

apreliminaryresearchwork.We
havea leadmolecule (thatwas)
foundvery effective for chikun-
gunya anddengue. Nowweare
going to address whether that
lead molecule is effective for
coronavirus as well. We don’t
wanttomakeanypredictions;if
we get positive result, it would
beamajorbreakthrough,”
Prakashkumarsaidthename

of theplantcannotbedisclosed,
butit iseasilyavailableinKerala.
The plant extractionwould not
be given toNIV-Pune— instead
thecompoundof theextraction
would be handed over for the
crucialtest.Hesaid,“Wealready
have the stock of the plant ex-
traction.Butwewillgettheplant
harvested again for preparing
theextractionafreshso that the
lab testgets thedesiredresult.’’
Prakashkumarsaid JNTBGRI

willsignanMoUwithNIV-Pune
for the test, and the Pune insti-
tute has already sent a draft of
theMoU.
Prakashkumarsaidtheyhave

isolatedamoleculeanditsderiv-
atives.“WehadapproachedICMR
throughstateHealthSecretaryDr
Rajan N Khobragade, showing
ourinteresttotestthisparticular
molecule against coronavirus.
Since the fraction has anti-viral
property, it can be checked for
coronavirusanditseffectiveness
canbeascertained,”hesaid.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Kerala
institute gets
ICMR nod to
test plant
extraction for
corona cure

SCORDERONNEET

Long legal battle to preserve CMC
Vellore’s admission process ends

ADMINJUSTIFIESRESTRICTING INTERNETSPEED

J&K to SC: Internet used for terror,
access not fundamental right
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AFTER THE DELUGE
It istimetodesignclearrulesfordeparturefrom

acceptednormsof fiscalprudence

ARVIND SUBRAMANIANHAS likened the current economic situation to a
“pralay (deluge)”, inwhich thegovernment should spendmore thaneven
whatitoughttoinarainyday. India,theformerchiefeconomicadvisersaid
atane-Addaeventhostedbythisnewspaper,mustplanfora“substantially

negative” growth this year thatmight require an additional fiscal expenditure of Rs 10
lakhcrore.Hehasapoint.Corporateindebtednesswasalreadyhighbeforethelockdown.
Not onlywill insolvency casesmount further, but even companies facingno significant
cash flow issueswouldn’t invest in an uncertain public health aswell as demand-con-
strainedenvironment.Banks,too,aren’tgoingtolend,nomatterhowmuchliquiditythe
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)may infuse. The burden of non-performing assets,which is
set togetheavier inthecomingmonths,makes it impossible forthemtofinanceaneco-
nomic recovery. Last, but not the least, are households. Facedwith layoffs andpay cuts,
theywouldrather saveandwill beafraid tospend.
Underthecircumstances, theonusforensuringthatthewheelsof theeconomystart

moving— there’s no guarantee of it happening evenwith all lockdown restrictions be-
ing lifted—liesonthegovernment.Withoutsomebodytospend, theeconomyis inreal
dangerof contraction,whichwill, in turn,worsentheproblemofbusinessesgoingbust,
joblessnessandloandefaultsthatcanspreadtotheentirefinancialservicesindustry.The
one consolation today is that India is not saddledwith its traditional “3F” constraints—
food, fuel and foreign exchange—whichwere triggers for inflation andbalance of pay-
ments crises. On the contrary, public foodgrain stocks are at an all-time-high, global oil
priceshavecrashedand there isno runon the rupee,unlikeduring the “taper tantrum”
periodofMay-August2013.Therisks, if atall,aretiltedmoretowardsdemand-side“de-
flationaryshocks”, asSubramanianputs it, thansupply-side inflationconcerns.
Thereisalegitimatequestion,though:Ifthegovernmenthastotakeuptheslack,where

will themoneyfor it comefrom?Thefinancesof boththeCentreandstatesare inamess,
withreceiptsfromtaxandnon-taxsourceshardlycoveringevenexistingexpenditures.But
governmentsenjoysovereignborrowingpowersthatallowfund-raisingatratesbelowthat
oftripleA-ratedinstrumentsissuedbyprivatecorporates,moresointhepresentrisk-averse
scenario.Also,thereistheoptionofdeficitfinancing(“printingmoney”)throughtheRBIsub-
scribing to primary auctions of government securities. There are, of course, costs in such
powersbeingexercised.Pastprecedents—whethertheissuanceofadhocTreasuryBillsto
theRBIpriortoApril1997orthestimuluspackagepostthe2008globalfinancialcrisis—do
not inspire confidence. This is the time to design clear rules for departure fromaccepted
normsof fiscalprudence.Anystimulushastobetransparentandtime-bound.

THE PRICKLY STATE
Atatimeofcrisis,governmentshouldwelcome,notpunish,
ideas,criticism.Theseprovideammunitionforthebattleahead

INFACINGTHEcoronaviruschallenge, informationandideasaretheonlyammuni-
tioncurrentlyavailable,andshouldbewelcomedandevaluatedirrespectiveoftheir
provenance,whethertheyoriginate fromwithinthegovernmentor fromthepub-
lic.Butagovernmentwhichhas,inbettertimes,soughtsuggestionsdirectlyfromthe

publicoverthewebandthroughthePrimeMinister’sapp,hasbecomeundulysensitiveat
a time of grave crisis.When50 young officers of the IndianRevenue Service forwarded,
through their association, policy suggestions, in a report titled FORCE (FiscalOptions and
ResponsetoCOVID-19Epidemic)totheCentralBoardofDirectTaxesandsharedthemon
socialmedia,theCentretermeditasaposition“contrarytocurrentpoliciesofgovernment”,
readitasabreachofservicerulesandinstitutedaninquiryagainstthreeseniorIncomeTax
officers. Someof the suggestionsmaybe controversial, for instance, a hike in income tax
rate to40percent for thoseearningoverRs1croreayear fora limitedperiodof time,but
theresponseisrepressiveandexcessivelyoutofproportion.Theofficersneverclaimedthat
theirdocumentwasofficial.Publiclydismissingthecontroversialsuggestionswouldhave
sufficedif thegovernmentwantedtodistanceitself fromthereport.
Meanwhile,publicquestioningofthegovernment’shandlingofthepandemicinMani-

pur has landed several citizens in troublewith the law—police have invoked sections of
theDisasterManagementActandtheIndianPenalCode, includingsedition. Inonecase, it
hadmerelybeensuggestedthataproposedquarantinecentreinImphalshouldbemoved
fromagriculturallandtoadisusedairstrip.Thedeputychiefministerwasstrippedofallhis
portfolios,amidacontroversyoverriceallocationundertheNationalFoodSecurityActdur-
ing the coronavirus lockdown, apparently for being critical of the chiefminister’s assur-
ancesofadequatefoodsupply.AndinPortBlair,ajournalistwasbookedforaskingwhythe
phonecontactsofCOVID-19patientswerebeinghomequarantined.Insteadofarrestinghim,
theauthoritiescouldhavesimplyexplainedthat tracingcall records isonewayofdiscov-
eringapatient’sclosecontacts.
It isgenerallyagreedthat longafter lockdownsare lifted,nationswillhavetoremain

inclosecooperation,sothat ideasthatworkinoneplacecanbeborrowedanddeployed
elsewhere.Theprincipleappliesdomestically, too.Over-sensitiveandpricklyresponses
betray insecurity,preciselywhengovernmentsmustproject confidence.

HIS OWN PATH
IrrfanpushedbackagainstBollywoodmainstream,madehis

audienceseeandbelieve.Hisbestwasyet tobe

W ITH IRRFANKHAN’S passing,wemourn the loss of a great actor. He
was one of those performerswho dig deep into themselves to dis-
cover the truth, evenwhen he played the flakiest of characters. He
had that very unique,most paradoxical quality, something that all

great actors possess: Tomake his audiences accept the falsity of film as an ineluctable
truth, tomake thembelieve.
Hebegan,in1988,inShyamBenegal’stele-serialDiscoveryofIndia.Hislatestfilm,Angrezi

Medium released inmid-March,butcouldn’t reachthetheatresbecauseof the lockdown.
Hewasacinephile’sdelight.Critics lovedhim.But theconstraintsof findinggoodwork in
a film industrywhichcoastedon formula-heavy flicks, andstar-drivenvehicleswerealso
hisconstantcompanion.Hebeganworkwithdirectorswhobroke intoHindicinema, lat-
erally, just likehehad. Themid-’90sBollywoodwason thevergeof amassive churn:The
mainstream, under the steamof the three youngKhans, Aamir-Salman-ShahRukh,was
creatingdemandandsupply for family-friendly,mono-cultural,mono-theistic romances
andsanitisedsocialdramas.Pushbackwasarriving, intheshapeof filmmakerswhocame
fromtheHindi-speakingheartlandsof theNorth, fromVishalBhardwaj,AnuragKashyap,
TigmanshuDhulia,whowantedtotelltheirstories,andneededactorswhocoulddothejob.
ThisKhan,whowashappytojunkhissurname,wasfinallyrightwhereheneededtobe.

Hewascapableofbeingasrawandvisceralasthestorieshewasoffered. Andsoon,hewas
outstanding.BigBollywoodtooknotice,andmadeagrabforhim.BigHollywoodwasn’tfar
behind, and cast him in a fewmega-budget entertainers. By then, Bollywoodhad turned
new-ageyenoughforIrrfantobeabletomakesomeofhismostexcitingwork.Buthisbest,
combiningmaturityand“thehraav(gravitas)”,wasyettobe.Farewell,Irrfan.Youmadeussee.

DeepakNayyar

ShahAlamKhan

Decision-makingunderhighuncertaintyrequires
conviction. It isnowessentialtobeginendof lockdown

COMPASSION, ABOVE ALL
Nation’s fightagainstcoronaviruscannot ignorethechronicallysickandvulnerable

PRIMEMINISTERNARENDRAModiheldhis
fourthroundofconsultationswithstategov-
ernments onApril 27 to review the COVID-
19situation.Thedraconianlockdown,which
completes40daysonMay3,wasdiscussed.
Asintheearliermeetings,severalchiefmin-
istersurgedthat the lockdownbeextended.
Whilenodecisionwasannounced, thelock-
downmightwellcontinue.
Forgovernmentseverywhere,moresoaf-

ter the experience of Italy, Britain and the
UnitedStates,wheregovernmentsdidtoolit-
tle too late, imposing and continuing lock-
downs is a risk-averse strategy. If the spread
canbecurbed,itwouldbringpoliticalkudos.
If it is not, themicrobe is to blame. It is the
equivalent of a one-way option in financial
markets,whereyoucannot lose.This iseven
more attractive nowas it conforms toherd-
behaviour by governments worldwide. Of
course, exit from a lockdown poses a real
dilemma for governments. It is about deci-
sion-makingunderhighuncertainty,which
requiresconvictionandconfidence.
This dilemmawill always be larger than

lifewhenthere isasingleobjectiveof saving
livesinapandemic.Butitmustalsoberecog-
nisedthatthehealthofpeopleandthehealth
of an economy are interdependent, where
bothshapethewellbeingofpeople.Thus,sav-
inglivelihoodsisanequallyimportantobjec-
tive. Obviously, getting sick and going hun-
gry cannot be an either-or choice. Everyone
wouldprefertostayhealthyandbewell fed.
It is the role of governments to strike a bal-
ance and reconcile these two objectives,
ratherthanjuxtaposethemasconflicting,re-
quiringachoicetobemade.
Lockdowns,combinedwithmass-testing,

contact-tracing,containment-zones,manda-
tory-quarantines, can only slow down the
speed at which the infection spreads. This
mighthelp incountrieswherepublichealth
facilitiesarerobust,yetnotadequateforlarge
numbers.Butourpublichealthsystemispoor
andcouldneversufficeforour largepopula-
tionif thepandemicspreads.Thereisnovac-
cineyet.Fromdevelopmentthroughtrialsto
productionwill be at least one year, and far
longer before it becomes available in suffi-
cientquantities forourmassivepopulation.
It isnowabsolutelyessentialtobeginthe

processofexitfromthelockdown.Forone,it
would enable the government to find some

balancebetween the twinobjectivesof sav-
ing lives andsaving livelihoods. For another,
itwouldhelprestarttheeconomy,whichhas
beenalmostcompletelyshutdown,andthe
collateral damage is bound to be far greater
if the lockdownisextended.
A calibrated, planned and phased exit

could also helpmanage the spread of the
virus.Sofar,morbidityandmortalityassoci-
atedwithCOVID-19 in Indiahasbeenmuch
lower than elsewhere in theworld. This is
possiblyattributabletoourimmunesystems,
whichhaveantibodiesthatcouldbeeffective
inresistingthevirus.Afterall,millionsofmi-
grantsstrandedinmegacitiesorreliefcamps
incrampedspaceshavenotcaughtthevirus
through contagion in large numbers. It sug-
gests that there are already some elements
of herd-immunity in India thatwould grow
strongeras the lockdownis liftedslowly.
Theeconomicandsocialconsequencesof

the lockdownhavebeensevere.A largepro-
portionoftheself-employed,casualworkers
on dailywages, and informalworkers, who
constitute90percentof thetotalworkforce,
have lost their livelihoods. Demand has
dropped sharply as employment has con-
tracted. Supply has been strangled by the
massive reduction in output. Government
revenues,forbothCentreandstates,havecol-
lapsed. And, even if the lockdown is lifted
now, economic growth during 2020-21
wouldbezeroornegative.
For thepoor -75percentof ruralhouse-

holdsand50percentof urbanhouseholds -
food security is at risk. It is amatter of sur-
vival.Similarly,formicro-small-mediumen-
terprises,theirsurvivalisatstake.Largefirms,
except those with deep pockets, will also
struggle.Whatever the governmentmight
stipulate,most firmswill find it difficult to
pay thewages of their employees, for these
will only add to their cash losses during the
lockdown. Healthcare for patients, except
those with COVID-19, has diminished in
terms of both access and quality. In educa-
tion,learningoutcomes,alreadypoor,willget
worseasschoolsandcollegesremainclosed.
Ineverysphere,theshort-termeffectsof the
lockdownwillhavelong-termconsequences
- hysteresis - as future outcomes will be
shapedbythispast.
For the economy, the sooner the lock-

down is lifted the better. But the process of

exitfromthelockdownwillhavetobeincal-
ibrated steps based on a planned transition
path in termsof sequenceandspeed. In this
phasing,thegeographicalsizeanddiversityof
India provide degrees of freedom that are
missing inmostcountries.
On April 27, of the total 736 districts in

India, 283 districts had not reported any
COVID-19cases so far,while another18dis-
tricts had no new case in the last 28 days
(greenzones).Thus,economicactivitycanre-
sumewithout restrictions in 41 per cent of
our districts. In addition, 48 districts had no
newcaseinthelast14dayswhile33districts
hadnonewcase in the last 21days. Thus, in
11 per cent of our districts that are orange
zones,economicactivitycanberesumedina
phasedmanner.
Similarly, on April 27, there were nine

states, indescendingorderof numbers, that
hadmorethan1,000infections:Maharashtra,
Gujarat,Delhi,Rajasthan,MP,TamilNadu,UP,
AndhraPradeshandTelangana. Taken toge-
ther,theyaccountedfor80percentofthein-
fectionsand57percentof thepopulation in
India.Therewere13states,indescendingor-
der,thathadlessthan1,000infections:West
Bengal,Jammu&Kashmir,Karnataka,Kerala,
Bihar, Punjab, Haryana, Jharkhand, Uttara-
khand,Odisha,HimachalPradesh,Chhattis-
garh,andAssam(inthelastfive, thenumber
of infectionswasindouble-digits).Takento-
gether, theyaccounted for12percentof the
infectionsand42percentof thepopulation.
Thedistributionofgreen,orangeandredzone
districts among states is uneven. The distri-
bution of economic activity across states is
alsounequal.Evenso, therearepossibilities.
Economicactivitycanberesumedindis-

trictswithout infectionsand ingreenzones.
The orange zone districts can be brought in
astheyturngreen.Thelockdownshouldcon-
tinue in states such asMaharashtra, Gujarat
and Delhi (with limited relaxationswhere
possible) and in red zone districts, contain-
ment-zonesorhotspotswithincities,aslong
asnecessary.
Inthisdecisiontobeginexitfromthelock-

down, PMModi will need to act with the
same confidence as he didwhen imposing
the lockdown.

Thewriter isaneconomistandformerVice
Chancellor,UniversityofDelhi

I LIVE IN a suburban, gated (let’s call it co-
rona-secure) colony inNoida at the edge of
Delhi. I don’t have toworry aboutmy liveli-
hood, clean water, food, or money to buy
hand sanitiser. Forwork, I take the express-
waytoDelhi.A fewdaysafter the lockdown
was declared, I witnessed a stream of mi-
grantworkers and their families on the ex-
pressway—mencarryingchildren,women,
children carrying younger children and the
elderly.Poorpeople,deprivedof their liveli-
hoods,weresupposedlywalkingtotheirvil-
lages, someas faras200 to400km.
Sitaram(namechanged)sitsinfrontofmy

corona-secure colony. He sells balloons and
hadoncetoldmethatheearnsaboutRs200
aday.Sitaramlivesinashantyacrosstheroad
andhas threemouths to feed.After the lock-
down,hisonlysourceofincomehasdriedup.
But Sitaram is still lucky—he andhis family
members are apparently healthy. The lock-
down couldmeandeath for a large number
ofthechronically-illorthoseundertreatment
orawaitinghospitalisation.
I havewritten in this newspaper about

cancer patientswho come tometropolitan
cities for treatment.Once their fundsevapo-
rate,theyliveonthestreetsnearthehospitals
where they are undergoing treatment (‘The
cancer refugees’, IE, July23,2018).Hundreds
ofsuchcancerrefugeesliveonthestreetout-

side theAIIMS, inDelhi.Within 24 hours of
the announcement of the lockdown, the
streets and footpathsnear thehospitalwere
empty.I’mnotsurewherethiscohortmelted
away.What ismoreworrying is that they
mightdiscontinuetheirtreatment. It’sunfair
tocomparetragedies,butIfeelthatthechron-
icallysickaretheworstaffected insituations
suchasthecurrent lockdown.
AccordingtoaWHOreport(2015),nearly

5.8million people in India die every year of
non-communicable diseases (NCDs).
Constantevaluationandsurveillanceholdthe
keytotreatingsuchdiseases—thisanywayis
adifficult proposition ina country like India.
After the lockdown, a large number of these
patientscouldhavebeenseverelyaffected.
In2018,2.15millionnewtuberculosis(TB)

caseswere diagnosed in India. Imagine the
plight of these patients, a large number of
whomwould be on treatment at DOTS (di-
rectlyobservedtreatmentshort-course)cen-
tres and/or at hospital OPDs,which are now
either shut downor inaccessible due to the
stringentcurfew.TheresurgenceofTB—mul-
tipledrug-resistantTB—asaresultofnotfol-
lowing treatmentprotocols iswell known. It
isimportantthatwetrackthehealthofTBpa-
tientsduringthelockdownperiod.
Thedevotion ofmy colleagues, students,

nurses, ancillarystaff, andothermembersof

thehospitalwhere Iwork isworthmention-
ing.Itwasencouragingthattheprimeminis-
teraskedcitizenstoclapandclangthalis(uten-
sils) as amarkof appreciation forhealthcare
workers. People responded to the PM’s call
withgusto.Unfortunately,suchappreciation
was short-lived— junior doctors of the hos-
pitalwhere Iworkwereaskedby their land-
lordstovacatetheirpremises.Therewerealso
reportsofafemaledoctorinTelanganabeing
assaultedbythepolicewhohadstoppedher
forviolatingthecurfew—shewasreportedly
onherwaytowork.Iwishtherewaslessnoise
andmoreassurancesaboutprovidingequip-
menttomedicalprofessionals.
Physicaldistancingisimperativetocheck

the spread of the virus. But the lockdown
could have been implementedwithmore
compassion. People’s health is the responsi-
bilityof thestate.Butatnostageshoulditre-
sort tomethods that hurt themarginalised.
Thehealthcaresystemofanationshouldnot
be judgedbyits responsetoanepidemicbut
byitscommitmenttoitspeoples’healthinthe
long term. Awell-oiled healthcare delivery
systemwouldhavebeenuseful in times like
these.Butit’snevertoolatetolearnfrombad
experiences.

Thewriter isprofessoroforthopaedics,AIIMS,
NewDelhi.Viewsarepersonal

A calibrated, planned and
phased exit could also help
manage the spread of the
virus. So far, morbidity and
mortality associated with
COVID-19 in India has been
much lower than elsewhere
in the world. This is possibly
attributable to our immune
systems, which have
antibodies that could be
effective in resisting the
virus. After all, millions of
migrants stranded in
megacities or relief camps in
cramped spaces have not
caught the virus through
contagion in large numbers.
It suggests that there are
already some elements of
herd-immunity in India that
would grow stronger as the
lockdown is lifted slowly.

According to a WHO report
of 2015, nearly 5.8 million
people die every year in India
of non-communicable
diseases (NCDs). One in
four Indians runs the risk of
dying of an NCD before they
reach the age of 70. Constant
evaluation and surveillance
hold the key to treating
such diseases — this
anyway is a difficult
preposition in a developing
country like India.
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I want to entertain people, but
with some substance.

— IRRFAN KHANTHEEDITORIALPAGE

ASSAM CLIMBDOWN
THEASSAMESEHAVEmodifiedtheiroriginal
standontheforeignersissue,sayingthatthey
donotwanttheirrepatriation”butonlytheir
detention”. This climbdown to an olive
branchnowofferedtotheCentreto“diffuse
tensions in Assam”, student leaders and
Gana Sangram Parishad sources said.
Denouncing the “occupation army-like be-
haviour” of themilitary andpolice forces in
the strongest possible terms, they seriously
regretted thatwhile they had revised their
stand,theCentrewas“notshowinganywill-
ingness to budge from their position”. The
Assameseleaderssaidthattheyhadchanged
their position on the repatriation of

Bangladeshimigrants because it would be
“inhuman” todoso.

GOLD BONDS
GOVERNMENTMINTS AREworking over-
time to refine 13,993 kgs of gold andmake
barsforrefundtothegoldbondholdersafter
October this year. The gold had been given
by the citizens under the National Defence
Gold Bond Scheme in 1965 inwake of the
warwithPakistan.About1.4lakhbondhold-
ers will get back their gold holdings. They
werenotonlygettingregularinterestontheir
possession,butthevalueofgoldhasskyrock-
etedduringthelast15years.Priceshavegone
up from Rs 130 to Rs 1,400 per ten grams.

Thefinanceministrywillrefundtheprecious
metal through1,000centres.

KOIRALA INTERVIEW
“OURRELATIONSWITHChinawill be ‘very
‘friendly’andourrelationswithIndiawillbe
thefriendliest,”saidBPKoirala,Nepal’sonly
democraticallyelectedformerprimeminis-
ter. Theman can do it again, become PM, if
theNepalesepeoplevoteformulti-partypar-
liamentarydemocracyinthereferendumon
May2. InanexclusiveinterviewtoTheIndian
Express on the eve of the elections, Koirala
saidthat“NepalbelongstotheAsiancomity
of nations. We will have to keep the
AmericansandRussiansatadistance”.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“On Monday, global coronavirus cases passed 3 million, meaning one in three
patients is in the US. The US government has failed its people and also failed
the world.” — GLOBALTIMES,CHINATHE IDEASPAGE
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SCHOOLS STARTED SHUTTING down in
China in late Januaryandbythe lastweekof
March, all theworld’s schools were closed.
Almost like sunset and sunrise, as the last
schools incentralAfricancountries stopped
working, the Chinese schools began to re-
open. Other countries too are opening the
doorsof theirschoolscautiously.Butthereis
a great deal of uncertainty in the air every-
where. In India, there are murmurs that
schoolscouldremaincloseduntilSeptember
orOctober. And there is thequestion:What
willhappen“afterall this isover”?
As schools began to shut down indiffer-

entcountries,theimmediatereactionwasto
shifttheclassroomtohomesusingwhatever
technologywas possible since peoplewere
lockedin.Thereisalotof thinking,planning,
andexecutionhappeninginahurryinevery
country,includingIndia.Countriesorregions
or even schools that havemore easy access
toInternet-devicesandlearningresourcesin
theappropriatemediumofinstructionseem
tohavemade the transition toonline learn-
ingratherquicklyalthoughnotwithoutsome
pain. How effective these transitions were
andhowgoodtherelativelyshortexperience
waswillhavetobeanalysednotonlyeduca-
tionally,butalsosociallyandpsychologically.
Early reports fromChinadonotpaint a rosy
picture.Althoughtherearemoremobilecon-
nections than people in China, only 59 per
cent of themobile connections arewith in-
ternet and only 47 per cent households in
ChinaseemtohavePCsorlaptops.So,itmust
have been relatively easy for the Chinese to
move to a home-based online learning sys-
tem,butonlyforabouthalf thepopulation. I
havenotseenreportsaboutwhathappened
totherest,whichIsuspectliveinruralChina
orareonperipheriesoftheglitteringChinese
economy.
In comparison to China, India has about

abillionmobilephoneconnections.Available
data indicate that of these, 87 per cent are
pre-paid,whichgivesusahintabouttheeco-
nomic background of the people owning
these connections. Of the billion mobile
phones, 67 per cent are 3G or 4G internet-
connected. Someof these owners also have
laptopsordesktopsathomebuttheyarelim-
ited to about 13 per cent households. Our
ground-levelexperiencematcheswiththese
numbers. In rural areas of Maharashtra,
Rajasthan,andUttarPradeshalthough90per
cent families havemobile phones, depend-
ing upon the state, about 40 per cent to 60
percentof theseareregularphoneswithout
internetaccess.
So, the Indianpopulation canbedivided

into several different categories. First, the
highly privileged oneswith home access to
broadbandthroughmultipledevices.Second,
thosewith internet access via smartmobile
phones.Third,withmobilephonesbutwith-
out internet and finally, thosewithout cell
phones. Broadly, this is a problem of
10:40:40:10divisionof thepopulationwith
the ratios varying regionally. In response to
thisdivision,variousstategovernmentshave

turnedtoradio-television technologyof the
1980sand ‘90s. Theyare trying toget teach-
ers and students engagedwith educational
resources on portals throughWhatsApp
messagesandsoon.Mosteffortsarecentred
aroundschoolsubjectlearningalthoughthis
is really vacation time. In the best of times,
the classroom is not effective as various as-
sessmentshaveshown.Howeffective these
hurriedlyputtogetherhome-learningefforts
will be, especially for the lower 50per cent,
is a big questionmark.Will the underprivi-
leged lag further behind? If we are talking
about “completing the portion”, almost
everyonewill.Buttherearebiggerproblems
toconsider.
Thesearedifficultandstressful times for

all.Apartfromthediscomfortof forcedlock-
in, there is the anxiety about the future
amongparents.Childrencansensetheseten-
sions. I would not worry toomuch about
school examination results during this pe-
riod. Instead,ourfocusshouldbeoncreative
learningactivitiesthatengagebothchildren
and parents and lead to other long-lasting
lessons.Relief isneeded,notmorestress.
Whenever the schools reopen, the sheer

reliefofgoingbacktoschoolsmayalsomean
therewillbethedesiretogobacktobusiness
asusual.Butexperiencesfromtheshutdown
period could be used tomodify the educa-
tionsystemasweenteranewnormalsitua-
tion.
Forexample, it isobservedthatwherever

less-educated parents have been invited to
facilitate their child’s learning, they have
shown enthusiasm. Parents of young chil-
dren today aremostly schooled if not edu-
catedandareeagertolearntohelptheirchil-
dren.Parents’roleinchildren’seducationhas
to be enhanced by training them in a “con-
tinuing education”mode. This is especially
trueforthechildreninanganwadisandearly

primary age groupwhere strong founda-
tional skills are learned.
Increasing public access to Internet for

school-age learning by creating device li-
brariesisapossibility. Investmentinthecre-
ation of good contextualised content in
Indianlanguagesisaneed. Integratingtech-
nology in education oftenmeans creating
moreattractiveaudio-visual textbooks that
are really one-way carriers of knowledge.
There is a need to recognise that the new
technology can domuchmore and create
non-linearpathsof learning.
Itissaidoureconomyandoursocietywill

not be the same fromhere on. Theneed for
learning skills thatwill help to survive and
thrive in theneweconomywasalreadybe-
ingdiscussedbeforeCOVID. It appearsnow
that the economy is going to change even
moredrastically. Therewill bemorepeople
dependent on agriculture and rural liveli-
hoods.We needmore productive land re-
sources andmore rural livelihoods. A large
numberofpeoplehavereturnedtovillages.
Somewill go back to old jobswhile others
will need new skills to findwork. The edu-
cation systemhas to be sensitive to the im-
mediate needs of the youth aswe contem-
plate long-termreforms.
As the economy changes, the need for

lifelong learning is becomingmore urgent
thanever.Duringthelockdownperiod,peo-
ple have learned things that they would
never have before. They loved the experi-
ence,evenifgrudgingly.Thereisgoingtobe
individualneedtolearnnewworkskills.Our
experiences during lockdown are pointing
usinthedirectionofnecessaryandpossible
changes.Weshouldreflectonthoseandact.

Thewriter is co-founderandpresidentof
Pratham.Viewsexpressed in thearticleare

personal
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BYNOW,we have all read about howun-
precedentedacrisisCOVID-19is—soIwish
toget straight to themain issues, andpos-
sible solutions. We need to simplify our
communication,presentasustainableplan
and, above all, implement. Yes, wemust
continuetesting,butIfeelthatwearesorely
lacking in implementation.
There is noquestioning thewisdomof

PrimeMinister NarendraModi’s strategy
in ensuring a complete lockdown.While
theCentre,RBIandstateshaveannounced
aslewofgoodplans,whydowestillhearof
the stoning of doctors, the lack of follow-
ing of the rules, non-availability of essen-
tial food andmoney for the poor. Forme,
theanswerliesininadequatecommunica-
tion and implementation. While we all
must work in unified fashion, the main
onuslieswithourelectedrepresentatives,
right down to the MLA. It is time they
earned their votes and the trust that their
constituents have placed in them. They
mustappearatleastonceaweekbeforethe
public,afterdonningmasksandglovesand
adheringtosocialdistancingnorms,toex-
plain in simple terms the government’s
policies. As the situation is dynamic, they
mustcontinuouslyupdatethegeneralpub-
licof thechanges.Makingappearanceson
TVandgiving instructions isnotenough.
Thisistheneedofthehour.Becausethe

voidof informationisquicklyfilledbyspec-
ulationsandrumours,mainly throughso-
cialmedia. LeonFestinger’s theoryof cog-
nitive dissonance basically explains that
peopletendtolookforconsonanceintheir
action— right orwrong. For instance, we
are well-aware of the fact that smoking
leads to cancer, but smokers bring about
ill-advised consonance by following any
80-year-olddoctorwhosmokesandhasno
cancer.Andso it is, thatwhensomeMLAs,
MPs and self-proclaimed leaders have
weddings, andbreak the rules asVIPs, the
averagepersonwonders, “whycan’t i?”—
thus bringing about consonance to their
wrongactions.
The eminent virologist Ian Lipkin has

saidthatcompletenormalcywillreturnto
the world after a vaccine is developed,
which is about a year away. The economy,
though, is floundering. Sowhat dowe do
inthemeantimeotherthancommunicate
asoutlined?Weshouldhaveaveryshort-
termplan(threemonths)andashort-term
plan(ninemonths),thatwillneedtobefre-
quently reviewed.
The very short term plan involves the

government having transparent discus-
sions.Allmeetingsthattheprimeminister
haswiththechiefministersshouldbeopen
— like in Parliament. Thepeople are eager
to hear not onlywhat the primeminister
has to say, but what their chief ministers
areplanning.Agriculturemustbegiventhe
toppriority-buyingoffarmers’goods,their
transportationandstorage.Exportoriented
industries need to be opened up.White-
collar workers canwork from home, but
not the blue-collar workers. They are the
backboneoftheeconomy.Migrantworkers
aregrapplingwithnoincomeandcrowded
living conditions—with rents to pay and
not enough food. Theymust be provided
thesebasicsurvivalresources.Itwillbedif-
ficult to get theseworkersback fromtheir
homeswhen the economy opens up. The
current Rs 500 permonth is not enough,
and this should be increased to at least Rs
3,000.Thetotalcostforthisentireexercise
wouldnotbeveryhigh—aboutRs50,000
crore.This isasmallpricetopaywhenone
considers alternate scenarios whichmay
bedisastrous.
In the short-term, a fiscal stimulus

needs to be given directly to the rural ar-
eas,andtaxesmustbereducedforthemid-
dle-income group to incentivise them to
spendandgeneratethemuch-neededde-
mand. Stimulusmust also be given to the
MSMEs in order for them to pay their
wagesandreopentheiroperations. Lastly,
supportmustalsobegiven to large indus-
tries to open upwith specific guidelines,
but without any draconian laws ormany
impedimentsforeitherneworexistingin-
dustries: Nobodywill open up or enter if
fear isdrilled into them.
Where will the money for all of the

abovecomefrom?Wemustempowerthe
states to act within the broad guidelines
framed by the Centre which cannot, and
mustnot act as apolice force. If alcohol is
an income source, then let the states de-
cide on it. The Centre spends far too little
as a percentage of GDP when compared
toother countries.Anystimulusmust fo-
cus on the rural areas and themiddle-in-
comegroups tonotonly tideover thecri-
sis,butalsogeneratedemandtokickstart
the virtuous cycle. Industry will not pro-
duceanythingwithoutdemand,even if it
is opened.
AsthePMsaid,“JaanHaitohJahanHai”.

The time has come to follow hismotto in
letterandspirit.Alotof thebuildingblocks
havebeenput inplaceby thePM. If anew
stimulus packagemanages to keep/bring
backworkers, itwillbeanopportunity for
ustogetbackonthepathofgrowth.States,
industryandcitizens—allof usmustsup-
portandactas Indians.Thefuture is inour
handsandoureffortscanmakeall thedif-
ference between jannat (heaven) and ja-
hannum(hell).

Thewriter isabusiness consultant

It appears now that the
economy is going to change
even more drastically. There
will be more people
dependent on agriculture and
rural livelihoods. We need
more productive land
resources and more rural
livelihoods. A large number
of people have returned to
villages. Some will go back to
old jobs while others will
need new skills to find work.
The education system has to
be sensitive to the immediate
needs of the youth as we
contemplate long-term
reforms.

The ways out
Stimuluspackagemustfocusonruralareasand
middle-incomegroupstohelpgenerate
demandandkickstartvirtuouscycle

CR Sasikumar

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

GLARING GAPS
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Reset
andreform’(IE,April29). Inadequacies
anddeficiencies intrinsic inourhealth
system and the absence of a support
system, especially for daily wage
workers,areattenuatingourefforts to
contain the Coronavirus. Though our
government is seeminglymaking all-
outefforts tocopewiththiscontagion,
the initial delay in our response to it
cannot be just wished away. Our tak-
ing shelter under the extenuating
claims like the small death toll in our
countryascomparedtothose inother
countries will only show our reluc-
tance to learn fromourmistakes.

TarsemSingh,Mahilpur

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Reset
and reform’ (IE, April 29). Through
AyushmanBharat component of PM-
JAY, the government has tried to im-
provetertiaryhealthcareaccessforthe
vulnerablewhoare insuredunder the
scheme by taking advantage of the
hithertounder-utilisedprivatehealth-
care infrastructure. Public health in-
frastructure is indispensable for any
government to improve the health of
itspeopleandover-relianceonprivate
infrastructurewon’tsuffice.This isev-
ident from the examples of South
Korea and Singapore, which have ef-
fectively contained the spread of
COVID-19.Higher spendingonpublic
health in general and investment in
public healthcare infrastructure, in
particular, can’t be delayed. Health,
along with education, is a pillar on
which the health of a society and
countrydepends.

DimpyBhatia,Delhi

BETTER TOMORROW
THISREFERSTOarticle, ‘Theotherpol-
lution’ (IEApril29).Thetransitioninto
schooling from home has given the
youngergenerationarightfulclaimto
electronic devices such as mobile

phoneswithhigh-speedinternetcon-
nections. Given their curiousity, chil-
dren then access images and videos
glorifying violence and bigotry. A
youngmind is a sponge and absorbs
all this. Parents and the government
an extra responsibility to imbibe out-
of-syllabussocialconcepts forthebet-
termentof tomorrow’ssocietyandthe
prosperity of thenation.

Prashant Singh,RaeBareli

VIRTUAL DISTANCE
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial ‘School’s
out’ (IE, April 29). There is noway on-
line education can replace physical
classrooms, but such is the crisis and
needof thehourthatonlineeducation
hasbecomeinevitableatall levels.And
barringurbanlocations,onlineeduca-
tion still remains a distant reality due
to various issues like poor internet
bandwidth, lack of awareness among
studentsandparentsandpoorskillsof
teachers. In both healthcare and edu-
cation, the COVID-19 crisis has ex-
posedhugegaps.Going forward,both
the central and state governments
must focus on infrastructure.

BalGovind,Noida
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Economyandsocietywillnotbethesameafterpandemicretreats.Ourexperiencesduring
lockdownarepointingusinthedirectionofnecessaryandpossiblechanges

Learning in a post-Covid world

Sunil KAlagh

IndiacancollaboratewiththeUSandGermanyinmouldinganewworldorder

ONE HUNDRED years ago, there were no
visas and passports for people to travel in
Europe, America and their colonies. Then
cameWorldWarIandthingschanged—na-
tional boundaries became rigid. Economic
stagnation, and recession followed.
Nationalism turned into ultra-nationalism,
leading to another worldwar. AfterWorld
WarII,wecreatedaninterconnectedandin-
stitutionalised global order. For the last 65
years,despiteseveralhiccups, theworldor-
derhas remained largely intact.
This pandemic threatens to undo that

world order. Just as before, countries are
turning inwards, becoming authoritarian.
Some political scientists are predicting the
rise of a more closed, narrow-nationalist
world.Economistsarewritingoff globalisa-
tionand free trade.
Wheredoes this pessimismstem from?

From a coronavirus virion? Not really. Two
countries, considered themost powerful,
have shaken the confidence of the entire
world. Niall Ferguson, the American histo-
rian fromtheHoover Institution, hadcalled
them “Chimerica”. For the last decade or
more, China and America have created an
economicrelationshipmodelthatFerguson
comparedwithNichibei, theUS-Japaneco-
nomicbondingprominentlyinexistenceun-
til the end of the last century. Coronavirus
hasshownthatChimerica is just achimera.
TheChineseleadershipfacesaccusations

of hiding facts fromtheworld, allowing the
virus to cross borders and turn into a pan-
demic. Till last week, their official figures

stoodat82,000infectionsand4,500deaths.
Derek Scissors of the American Enterprise
Institute, aWashington-based think-tank,
argues that the number of infections could
beashighas2.9million instead.
Somecountriesdon’tfollowanyconven-

tionalcourse.Chinaisoneof them.Itfollows
whatisdescribedas“historicalexperience”.
Whatever it is today, isaproductof the long
revolutionthathadculminated inMaocap-
turing power in 1949. The Chineseworld-
viewisguidedbythreeimportantprinciples:
GDP-ism, China-centrism and Chinese ex-
ceptionalism—derivedfromthatrevolution.
Deng Xiaoping had reportedly declared

inthe1980sthatthemostimportantlogicis
economicdevelopment.Chineseeconomists
describeitas“GDPism”.ThesecondisChina-
centrism.Maoinsistedonindependence,au-
tonomy and self-sufficiency. “Ode to the
motherland”,thefamouspatrioticsongcom-
posedbyWangShenthatdeclaresthe“grand
andbeautiful”landofChina“overthemoun-
tains, across the plains, across the Yangtze
andHuangrivers”asthe“dearhomeofours”,
isentrenchedinthepsycheofeveryChinese.
Third,isChineseexceptionalism.Chinadoes-
n’t believe in learning from others. China
should follow its ownwisdom for answers
to itsproblems, its leaders insist.
TheChinesenationalistworldviewhasa

parallel in history in pre-World War II
Germany. Ethnic superiority, historical
claimsand theAryanexceptionalismwere
all very familiar to the people of theworld
in the 1930s. When Hitler occupied

Sudetenland, a German-speaking area of
theformerCzechoslovakia,Europedecided
to appease him, rather than confront.
Rooseveltwaswatchingfromafarwhenthe
Europeannations—likeBritain,Franceand
Italy — were celebrating the Munich
Agreement. He even praisedHitler saying,
“I am convinced that hundreds ofmillions
throughouttheworldwouldrecogniseyour
actionas anoutstandinghistoric service to
all humanity”.
Unsurprisingly,Hitlerviolatedhisprom-

iseof“nofurtheraggression”inlessthanone
year,andWorldWarIIbegan.WhereBritain
was in1939-40iswhereAmericastandsto-
day.TheUSpresidentDonaldTrumpallowed
coronavirus todevastate its states before fi-
nally waking up. As late as February 28,
Trumpwas asking his supporters in South
Carolina to not heed warnings about the
virus outbreak inAmerica. Hewas blaming
themedia for “hysteria” and calling the co-
rona threat “their new hoax”. Now, the
European nations, having cuddled up to
Chinafor“BeltandRoad”benefits,arestrug-
gling tocontain thepandemic fallout.
Interestingly, the countries that stoodup

tothiscontagionaremostlytheAsiandemoc-
racies. SouthKorea led theway, conducting
more tests than America on a single day.
Singaporeundertookextensive testing,mak-
ingahugeefforttotrackdownanyviralsymp-
toms.HongKongandTaiwan,withtheirpast
experienceofSARSfatalities,havetakentimely
measurestocontaintheviruseffectively.
India, on the other hand, has set an ex-

ampleof democraticactivismincombating
the corona challenge. Prime Minister
NarendraModi,togetherwithhiscolleagues,
is leading from the front, and has success-
fully implemented a lockdown and social
distancingmeasures,with fullpopular sup-
port. A countrywith a population of about
1.3 billion has reportedly seen about 17,610
activecases.Modididnotresort toanyarbi-
traryorauthoritarianmeasuresthoughthere
weredeliberateactsofprovocationandmis-
informationlikeIslamophobia. Inthefaceof
such provocations, Modi displayed enor-
mous equanimity, calm and optimism. He
proved that democracies with visionary
leadershipcan tackle suchchallengeswith-
outcompromisingon liberalvalues.
In theunfoldingnewworld order, India,

along with countries like America and
Germany, canplay apivotal role in building
aworld based on “human-centric develop-
ment cooperation” as suggestedbyModi. It
is time for a new Atlantic Charter:
Environment, healthcare, technology and
democraticliberalismcanbeitsfoundations.
Chinahas anopportunity today, evenas

it faces opprobrium globally and unrest
withinthecountry.TheChineseCommunist
Partyhasaphrase,“LuxianDouzheng”orline
struggle. Itmeanspower struggle for some,
but it also denotes the struggle for a new
partyline.Therewereseveralinthepast.Can
theworldhope forabetteronenow?

Thewriter isnationalgeneral secretary,BJP
anddirector, IndiaFoundation

A new line of action
RamMadhav
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Revisiting virus curve,
to read lockdown effect

FACTCHECK, GROUND REALITY

OnApril9,The IndianExpressanalysedthenationalandstate-wiseCOVID-19growthcurves.
Howhavetheseshapedsince? Inupdatedcurves, trendsduring last3weeksof lockdown

AMITABHSINHA
PUNE,APRIL28

ONAPRIL9,wehadpublished thegrowth curves of
the novel coronavirus epidemic in various states.
CoveringdatauntilApril7,wehadshowedhow, just
over a month after the outbreak began in the first
week of March, the trajectory at the national level
and inmanystateshadbeguntoresemblewhat is so
typical of the spread of an infectious disease — an
exponential curve.
With less thanaweektogobefore Indiastepsout

of a national lockdown, and into the next phase of
the containment strategy, we revisit those growth
curveshere, inanattempt to illustrate the impactof
the lockdown,orat least lookatwhathappeneddur-
ing this period. The national lockdown imposed at
midnight of March 24 — often described as the
biggest human quarantine ever — was aimed at
slowingdowntherateof growthof theepidemic, so
that the number of patients needing urgent med-
ical attention could remain at manageable levels
whilegovernmentandlocalauthoritieswouldramp
uphealth infrastructure andprepare themselves to
deal with larger number of people at a later stage.
Aswemovetowardstheendof thatperiod, the lock-
down does seem to have resulted in a significant
slowdownof the epidemic.
“Idon’t thinkthereisanydoubtthatthelockdown

didmanage to achieve a considerable slowdown in
thegrowthof thedisease,” saidSitabhraSinha,asci-
entistattheChennai-basedInstituteofMathematical
Sciences, who has been studying the spread of the
epidemic in India through computermodelling.
SinhahadtoldThe IndianExpressonApril12 that,

according to a study he had been carrying outwith
hiscolleagueSoumyaEaswaran, thenumberof con-
firmed infected cases was likely to remain below
20,000 by April 20. This, he had said, was a direct
impact of the lockdown, in the absence of which,
computermodels showed, thenumberwouldhave
reached35,000.ThenumberonApril20was18,465,
wellwithin the prediction.
Thereproductionnumber(R)wementionhere—

a reference to the average number of persons in-
fectedbyanalready infectedperson—are thosecal-
culated by Sinha’s team.
Therehasbeenasignificantchange inthegrowth

curves of the states from the last time. Some states,
such as Kerala, have done well to contain the epi-
demic,winningglobalacclaimfor theirefforts,while
others, like Maharashtra and Delhi, have seen a
steady rise in numbers.
Someotherstates, likeGujarat,whichhadamod-

est case load at that time, have emerged as fast-
growing hotspots. And states such asWest Bengal,
Bihar and Jharkhandhave just begun to show signs
that they could potentially turn into trouble zones
over the next few days, although their current case
load is not very high.

TOP 7 STATE-WISECOVID-19DEATHS
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Maharashtra

9,318

MadhyaPradesh

2,387
TamilNadu
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Rajasthan

2,301

Gujarat

3,774

Delhi

3,314

Uttar
Pradesh

2,053

■Maharashtra remainsontop.Whathas
changedsinceApril7 isthatthen, itaccounted
forone-fifthof India’scases(1,018of5,321);
now, itsshare ismorethanone-fourth.
TamilNadu,Delhi,UPandRajasthanremain in
top7.NewentrantssinceApril7areGujaratand
MP.KeralaandTelanganadropoutoftop7.

■Maharashtraaccountsforover40%of900+
deathsnationwide.Thenextfourstatesaddup
toanother40%+.Outsideofthetop7, two
otherstateshavewitnessedover20deaths
untilApril27—TamilNaduandTelangana,with
25deathseach.
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■SinceApril7,whenIndiahadrecorded5,321cases
and167deaths, thecountsforbothhavegrownover
fivefold.Whilewehaveplotted918asreportedbythe
stategovernmentsuntilApril27, thetotal
nationwidehascrossed1,000since.

OTHER STATES

State Cases Deaths Recoveries
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Jharkhand 105 2 19
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Odisha 118 1 37

Tripura 2 0 2

Uttarakhand 54 0 34
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THAILAND

Bangkokto
easesome
restrictions
Bangkok: Officials in
Bangkok say they are
preparing to ease restric-
tionsthatwereimposedto
fightthespreadofCOVID-
19, including the reopen-
ing of restaurants under
strict conditions. The
Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration an-
nouncedWednesdaythat
it hopes to lift restrictions
oneightkindsofestablish-
ments it had ordered
closed through April 30.
Thecity'splanscallforthe
reopeningofrestaurants,
markets,exercisevenues,
parks, hairdressers and
barbers,clinicsandnurs-
inghomes,animalhospi-
tals and pet salons,
andgolfcoursesanddriv-
ing ranges.

InBangkok. AP

PANDEMIC
WATCH

NEPAL

3returneesof
Tablighimeet
testpositive
Kathmandu: Nepal on
Wednesday said that
three persons, who re-
turnedfromIndiaafterat-
tendingaTablighi Jamaat
gathering, have been
tested positive, bringing
the total number of the
COVID-19 patients in the
country to 57. The three
men,whowerestayingin
quarantineafterreturning
from the Tablighi Jamaat
gathering in Delhi's
Nizamuddin area last
month, have been
brought to an isolation
wardofNarayaniHospital
in Birgunj for treatment,
according to a govern-
mentspokesperson.

SINGAPORE

Govtwarns
offakenews
Singapore: Singapore on
Wednesday warned
against spreading fake
news and videos about
migrantsworkers,saying
thiscoulddisturblawand
order in dormitories
where a large number of
foreignworkers, includ-
ingIndiannationals,have
beentestedpositive.Law
and Home Affairs
Minister K Shanmugam
warned such videos can
lead to serious law and
order incidents. He said
theauthoritiesarewatch-
ingthosewhospreadthe
videos "very carefully".
Warningthosespreading
fakenewsmaliciously,he
said,theywillbecharged
ifacrimewascommitted.

OTHERTOPGLOBAL STORIES

AGENCIES
NEWYORK/WASHINGTON,
APRIL29

ITHASbeen100dayssincea35-
year-oldmanpresentedtoanur-
gent care clinic in Snohomish
County,Washington,withafour-
day history of cough and fever
andtestedpositive for thevirus.
His was the first case to be

detected.
Since then, more than one

million people had tested posi-
tive in theUnitedStates.
In that time, residents in

most states in the country —
alongwithmore thanhalf of all
humanity—have beenordered
to shelter in their homes in the
hopes of slowing the spread of
the highly contagious virus and
to try to keep hospital systems
frombeingoverwhelmed.
Thedeathtollclimbedabove

58,000 on Tuesday, surpassing
thelossofAmericanlifefromthe
VietnamWar,asFlorida’sgover-
normetwith President Donald
Trump to discuss an easing of
economic restraints.
Epidemiologists have esti-

mated that the true number of
infectionsmaybeabout10times
theknownnumber,andprelim-
inary testing of howmanypeo-
ple have antibodies to the virus
seems to support that view.
Similarly,theofficialdeathtoll is
likely to vastly underestimate
the truenumberbyat least sev-

eral thousand, according to
analysisofmortalitydatabyThe
NewYorkTimes.
While the timeline for the

spreadof thevirushasshiftedas
publichealthauthoritiesfindev-
idence that the pathogen was
spreading in communities ear-
lier than believed, the speed at
whichtheworldhasbeentrans-
formed is shocking.
Masks are becoming an ac-

ceptedpartofpubliclife,whichis
whytherewassuchabacklashon
TuesdayafterVicePresidentMike
Pence flouted theMayo Clinic’s
protocolsonwearingaprotective

facecoveringonavisit there.
In the last 100 days, the

global economy has suffered
suchaswiftandsuddendecline
that economists have had to
reach back to the Great
Depression foranalogies.
Florida Governor Ron

DeSantis, among the latest to
lock down his state against the
pandemic, has been weighing
whether to joinother states ina
relaxation ofworkplace restric-
tions and stay-at-home orders
that have been credited with
slowingthecontagionbutwhich
havebattered theeconomy.

VicePresidentMikePenceduringavisit to theMayoClinic inMinnesota. AP

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,APRIL29

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
doubleddownonChina for fail-
ingtotamethecoronavirusatits
very origin, saying it has led to
184 countries "going through
hell", as several American law-
makers demanded steps to re-
ducedependenceonBeijing for
manufacturingandminerals.
Trump has been publicly

blaming China for the global
spreadof the"invisibleenemy"
and launched an investigation
against it.Hehasalso indicated
that the United States may be
looking at "a lot more money"
in damages from China than

the $140 billion being sought
by Germany from Beijing for
the pandemic.
Leadersof theUS,theUKand

Germanybelievethatthedeaths
andthedestructionof theglobal
economy could have been
avoided, had China shared the
informationaboutthevirusinits
earlyphases.
"It's in 184 countries, as you

hear me say often. It's hard to
believe. It's inconceivable,"
Trump told reporters atWhite
House Tuesday. "It should have
been stopped at the source,
whichwasChina. Itshouldhave
been stopped verymuch at the
source, but it wasn't. And now
we have 184 countries going
throughhell.” PTI

STADIUM TESTING
Johannesburgresidentsgather inastadiumtobetestedfor thevirusonWednesday.SouthAfricawillbeginaphasedeasing
of its strict lockdownmeasureswhichhavebeeninplacesinceMarch27,onMay1. Ithasover4,360casesand86deaths.AP

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
LONDON,APRIL29

BRITISH PRIMEMinister Boris
Johnson and his fiancee Carrie
Symondsannouncedthebirthof
a son onWednesday, just two
days after Johnson returned to
work following hospitalisation
for thecoronavirus.
Johnson’s office said

Symonds gave birth to a
“healthy baby boy at a London
hospital” onWednesday , and
both mother and infant were
doingwell.
Johnson, 55, and Symonds,

32, announced in February that
theywere engaged and expect-
ing a child together. At the time

they said the baby was due in
earlysummer.Noweddingdate
hasbeenannounced.
Symonds, anenvironmental

campaigner and former
Conservative Party staffer, also
saidshewassickforaweekwith
COVID-19 symptoms, though
shewasn’t tested for thevirus.
Thebaby is the thirdborn to

a sitting British primeminister
this century. It wasn’t immedi-
ately clear whether Johnson
plannedto takepaternity leave.

LISALERER,MAGGIE
ASTOR&SYDNEYEMBER
NEWYORK,APRIL29

HILLARY CLINTON, the 2016
Democratic presidential nomi-
nee and a political veteranwho
knowsfirsthandwhatitisliketo
compete against President
Trump, threw her support be-
hind Joseph R Biden Jr on
Tuesday, the latest party leader
tomake the case for returning
theWhiteHouse toDemocratic
hands inNovember.
“I’ve been not only a col-

league of Joe Biden’s, I’ve been
a friend, and I can tell you that
I wish he were president right
now but I can’t wait until he is
— if all of usdoourpart to sup-

port thekindof person thatwe
wantback intheWhiteHouse,”
Clinton said on Tuesday after-
noon during a virtual town
hall-style event with Biden
about the impact of the coron-
avirus onwomen.
Acceptinghersupport,Biden

said: “I really appreciate your
friendship.What a, just awon-
derfulpersonalendorsement.”

TheBiden campaignhad ad-
vertisedthattheeventwouldfea-
turea“specialguest,”andonher
TwitteraccountTuesday,Clinton
all but confirmed the endorse-
ment as she disclosed that she
wouldbeappearingwithBiden.
After Clinton endorsed

Biden, the event turned into a
conversation about the coron-
aviruscrisis. Withaneasyban-
ter that recalled the breakfast
meetings theyboth repeatedly
harkedback to, the two shared
ideas to support women who
were strugglingbecause of the
outbreak.
“You’ve beenway ahead on

these issues for a long time,”
Biden said to Clinton— a show
of respect that was often re-
turned. NYT

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
LAHORE,APRIL29

PAKISTANI MEDIA mogul Mir
Shakilur Rehman, arrested on
charges of illegally obtaining
governmentlandhereoverthree
decadesagowhenNawazSharif
wasthechiefministerofPunjab
province,hasbeensenttojailon
judicial remand after the coun-
try'santi-graftbodydidnotseek
his furthercustody.
MirShakilurRahman,theed-

itor-in-chief of the Jang group
which owns some of Pakistan's
widely circulated newspapers
andtheGeotelevisionnetwork,
wasarrestedonMarch12bythe
National Accountability Bureau
(NAB) andwas in its custody till

April 28.
An accountability court on

TuesdaysentRehmantojailonju-
dicialremandtillMay12afterthe
prosecutor said theNABdidnot
needhimanymorefor investiga-
tion,theDawnNewsreported.
ThechargesagainstRehman

relating to the purchase of sev-
eral plots of land in Lahore go
backto1986whenSharifwasthe
chiefministerofPunjabprovince.
The NAB alleged that Sharif

allowed Rahman illegally ac-
quire more government-
owned-land than he was al-
lowedby law.
On April 27, the anti-graft

body had issued an arrest war-
rant against the embattled for-
merprimeministerSharif inthe
landcorruptioncase.

The 70-year-old supremo of
the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz,iscurrentlyinLondonfor
medical treatment.
NAB officials said Sharif ille-

gally leasedthelandtoRehman.
At the outset of Rehman’s re-
mand hearing on Tuesday, NAB
SpecialProsecutorAsimMumtaz
told the court that he could not
bebrought for thehearingashe
wasadmittedtoaprivatehospi-
talowingtobadhealth.
However, Presiding Judge

Jawadul Hassan expressed dis-
pleasureoverthebureaufornot
presenting the suspect and also
refusedtoentertainthemedical
certificate of a private hospital.
Later, theNABbroughtRehman
to the court in an ambulance
fromthehospital.

ANDYBRUCE
LONDON,APRIL29

THEUNITEDKingdomnowhas
Europe’ssecond-highestofficial
deathtoll fromthenovelcoron-
avirus pandemic, according to
newfiguresonWednesdaythat
coverfatalities inallsettings, in-
cluding innursinghomes.
Some 26,097 people died

across the United Kingdom af-
ter testing positive for COVID-
19 as of April 28 at 1600 GMT,
Public Health England (PHE)
said. That means the United
KingdomhashadmoreCOVID-
19 deaths than France or Spain
have reported.
“Thesemore complete data

will giveusa fullerandmoreup
to date picture of deaths in
Englandandwillinformthegov-
ernment’s approach aswe con-
tinue to protect the public,”
YvonneDoyle,medical director
atPHE, said.
SuchahighUKdeath toll in-

creases the pressure on Prime
MinisterBorisJohnson’sgovern-
ment which is facing criticism
from opposition parties for be-
ing too slow to impose a lock-
downandtooslowto introduce
mass testing.
In mid-March, the govern-

ment’s chief scientific adviser
said keeping the UK death
toll below 20,000 would be a
“good outcome”.
Although international

comparisons are difficult, the
new figures confirm Britain’s
place among the European
countries worst hit hardest by
the pandemic. REUTERS

THOMASERDBRINK&
CHRISTINAANDERSON
STOCKHOLM,APRIL29

SHESTOODleaningonhercane,
briefly resting amongdozensof
bubblyyoungSwedesoutenjoy-
ingoneof the first sunny spring
daysof theyear.
“I’m trying not to get too

closetopeople,” saidBirgitLilja,
82, explaining that she had left
herhousetopickupanewiden-
tity card in person. “But I trust
themtobecarefulwithme.”
Trust is high in Sweden— in

government,institutionsandfel-
low Swedes.When the govern-
ment defied conventional wis-
dom and refused to order a

wholesale lockdown to “flatten
thecurve”of theepidemic,pub-
lic health officials pointed to
trustasacentral justification.
Swedes, they said, could be

trustedtostayhome,followsocial
distancing protocols andwash

theirhands toslowthespreadof
the virus—without anymanda-
toryorders.
Sweden’sdeathrateof22per

100,000 people is the same as
thatof Ireland,whichhasearned
accolades for itshandlingof the
pandemic,andfarbetterthanin
Britain or France.Yet, on this
warmspring day, at least, there
was little evidence that people
were observing theprotocols—
adding further mystery to
Sweden’sapparentsuccess.
While other countries were

slamming on the brakes,
Sweden kept its borders open,
allowed restaurants and bars to
keepserving,leftpreschoolsand
grade schools in session and
placednolimitsonpublictrans-

portoroutings in localparks.
Gatherings of more than 50

people are banned. Museums
haveclosedandsportingevents
havebeen cancelled. At the end
ofMarch,theauthoritiesbanned
visits tonursinghomes.
That’sroughlyit.Thereareal-

mostnofines,andpoliceofficers
can only ask people to oblige.
Pedestrianswearingmasks are
generallystaredatasif theyhave
just landed fromMars.
Throughout the crisis

Sweden has had enough inten-
sive care units to deal with
Covid-19 patients, theminister
of healthandsocial affairs, Lena
Hallengren,saidinaninterview.
“Wehave250emptybeds right
now.” NYT

Failure to stop virus at
source led to 184 countries
going through hell: Trump‘Life has to go on’: How Sweden faced virus

Picnickers inStockholm
lastweek. NYT
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Clinton endorses Biden: ‘Wish
he were president right now’

Pak media mogul remanded in
judicial custody in 34-yr-old case

UK now has
2nd-highest
COVID-19
death toll
across Europe

Boris
Johnson

Boris, fiancee announce
birth of boy, two days
after he returned to work

USCONSIDERING
SCANNING FOR INTL
AIR TRAVELLERS

■TheUSisconsidering
scanningof air travellers
fromcountrieshithard
bythecoronavirus to
stop its spread inthe
country,President
DonaldTrumphassaid.

■Trumpsaidthiscould
bedoneincoordination
witheithertheairlinesor
government.“We're
workingwiththeairlines.
Maybeit'sacombination
ofboth,”hesaid.

E●EX
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Misinformation
emergesaschallenge

AstheUS looksatlong-termplansandeconomicrecovery
initiatives,misinformationaboutvaccinesisshapingtobea
majorconcernbeforeoneisevenready.
Theclaimsrangefromconcernsthatvaccinetrialswillbe

rushed, toconspiracytheoriesthatBillGateswantstouse
thevaccinetoinjectmicrochipsinpeople.Giventhatavac-
cineiswidelyacceptedasthebestwaytodefinitivelyend
thepandemicthreat, fakenews-fuelledresistancetotheuse
ofvaccinescouldhavedevastatingconsequences.

NEW POLIO OUTBREAK IN NIGER
The World Health Organisation says Niger has been struck by a

new outbreak of polio, after the suspension of immunisation
activities during the COVID-19 pandemic. The UN health

agency reported that two children were infected by the highly
infectious, water-borne disease and that one was paralysed

SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI, APRIL29

BEITagraveyardincentralIndore,
afuneralhomeinthemidwestern
USstateofWisconsinoraceme-
teryinItaly'snortheasternregion
of Friuli-Venezia-Giulia; the final
journeys are getting lonelier and
thelastgoodbyesshorter.Atthese
threeCOVID-19hotspots,conti-
nents apart, fear is getting the
better of grief and even death
doesn’t provide an escape from
socialdistancing.
Indore'sHafiz Javed, a ceme-

terycaretaker,saysthemostdis-
comforting moment for him
these days is towatch the coffin
pushed,ratherthanlowered,into
thegrave."Everyonestandssome
distanceapartfromeachother.At
times, there aren't enough peo-
pletoliftthebody,soitisdifficult
to lower themsoftly.Wehave to
slidethemintothepit,"Hafizsays.
Withfewrelativesattending

burials, the last rites finish
quickly. "We instruct family
members to pilemud over the
body, and once that is done,we
rush to finish the job. No one
hangsaround,thereisnotmuch
crying,"Hafiz says.
AttheMalwamillregion'scre-

matorium, too, the pandemic's
shadow looms large. Cloth
pouches and steel boxes with
ashes hang fromhooks or sit on
thefloor.Thelockdownmeanslife
—anddeath—areatastandstill.
Familymembers of the de-

ceased aren't turning up to col-
lect themortal remains. "Some
arewaiting for things toopenso
theycantravel forashesimmer-
sion; others are paranoid about
infection,"saysGauriKailashpati,
a socialactivist fromIndore.
IntheUS,meanwhile, funer-

als follow a strict protocol.
Wisconsin funeraldirector John
Wenig shares how his sonwas
leftspeechlessbyaladywhohad
lost her husband after 60 years
of marriage to COVID-19. "She
toldmy son, 'Are you tellingme
Ican'tevenhaveaproperfuneral
formyhusband?'Mysonsaidhe
couldn't evenhug the ladywho

hadbrokendown.Rulesandpre-
cautions, yousee."
Elaborate funerals featuring

tributes and sharing of memo-
riesarea thingof thepast.
A US government advisory

directsforCOVID-19deceasedto
becoveredintwobodybags,and
for the face tobe coveredwitha
mask."Noonereallyknowsifthe
virus is active and harmful after
death;so,theseareprecautions."
There is also a cap on the

number of mourners. Amaxi-
mumof10relativesareallowed
inthecemetery.Technologyhas
helped."Westartedlive-stream-
ingthefinalrites.Irememberthe
first timewehad38people,sec-
ondtimeitjumpedto167friends
andrelativeswatching it."
In Friuli-Venezia-Giulia, in

north east Italy, Cladio
Prescherm is thankful that the
worstseemstobeover inhisre-
gion. "All cemeteries are closed
here.Theyareopenonlywhena
bodyisburied.Nooneiscoming
tocemeterytolayaroseinthese
times,"Preschermsays.
"Newspapers inBergamoare

filledwithdeathnotices,pageaf-
terpage.Thattellsyoutherealstory
ofhowmanypeoplehavedied."
Prescherm'sfamilyhavebeen

funeral directors for 150 years
now. "Scenesof deathandgriev-
ingarefamiliartomebutthishas
beena strange experience. From
fear to sorrow, everything has
been different... I thinkwe, as a
country, remain shockedby this
andneed toheal asagroup... but
first,thisvirushastobestopped."

FULLSTORYON
www.indianexpress.com

1mnUS cases, toll surpasses VietnamWar
Final journeys are
getting lonelier, last
goodbyes shorter

Bodiesbeingburied inNew
York'sHart Island.Reuters/File
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ENERGY,ROADS,railwaysandur-
banprojectswouldaccountforthe
bulkofallocations,involvingtotal
estimated infrastructure invest-
mentof Rs111 lakhcroreduring
thefivefiscalyearperiod2020-25.
Thisisaccordingtothefinalreport
of the task force on National
InfrastructurePipeline (NIP) sub-
mitted to Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Wednesday. Of the total project
capital expenditure, sectors such
asenergy(24percent),urban(17
per cent), railways (12per cent)
androads(18percent)arepegged
tocontributednearly70per cent
oftheinfrainvestmentsinIndia.
WhileCentreandstatesareex-

pectedtohavealmostequalshare
inimplementingNIP,privatesec-
tor contribution is expected
around21percent,asperastate-
mentbytheFinanceMinistry.The
NIPcapturesallprojects—green-
fieldorbrownfield,under imple-

mentationorunder conceptuali-
sation—costing greater thanRs
100croreperproject.
Besidesstrengtheningthemu-

nicipalbondmarket,anaggressive
pushtowardsassetsales,moneti-
sation of infrastructure assets,
deepeningofcorporatebondmar-
kets,andsettingupDevelopment
Financial Institutions for infra-
structure sector, are among the
measures thathavebeenrecom-
mendedbythegovernmentpanel

toaidtheprocessofgalvanisingin-
vestmentsininfrastructuresector
innextfiveyears.
The task force, headed by

EconomicAffairsSecretaryAtanu
Chakraborty, has also recom-
mendedsettingupof threecom-
mittees: a panel tomonitorNIP
progress andeliminatedelays; a
steeringcommitteeineachinfra-
structureministryforfollowingup
implementation; andacommit-
tee inDepartment of Economic

Affairs for raising financial re-
sourcesfortheNIP.
Outofthetotalexpectedcapi-

talexpenditureofRs111lakhcrore,
projectsofRs44lakhcrore(40per
centofNIP)areunderimplemen-
tation, projectsworthRs33 lakh
crore(30percent)areatconcep-
tualstageandprojectsworthRs22
lakhcrore(20percent)areunder
development. The task forcewas
set up after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, in his
IndependenceDay speech last
year,highlightedRs100lakhcrore
worthofinfrainvestmentoverthe
nextfiveyearstomakeIndiaa$5-
trillioneconomy.
Thesummaryreportfor2019-

2025wasreleasedbySitharaman
onDecember31,2019.Thefinalre-
porthasrevisedupNIPfromear-
lierRs100lakhcrore“inlightofad-
ditional/amendeddataprovided
bycentralministries/stategovern-
ments since the release of sum-
maryNIPreport,”theCentresaid.
In its summary report, the

panelhadsuggestedeffectivedis-
puteresolution,contractenforce-

ment and asset monetisation
amongother reforms for achiev-
inginfrainvestmenttargets.Acrit-
ical step inaddressingdwindling
private sectorparticipation in in-
frastructurecanbeinstitutionalis-
ingdisputeresolutionmechanism
toefficiently resolvedisputes re-
latedtoPPPprojects.Investments
mustbemade in the institutions
created under The Commercial
CourtsAct2015,TheSpecificRelief
(Amendment) Act 2018and the
NewDelhiArbitrationCentreAct
2019forspeedyresolution,itsaid.
TheRBI’s latest credit growth

data shows that year-on-year
growthincreditoutstandingtothe
infrastructure sector fell to a19-
month lowof 3.3per cent. FY20
sawadeclineinbanks’appetiteto
lendtoinfrastructurecompanies.
Data shows in the11-monthpe-
riodendedFebruary2020, credit
outstandingfortheinfrastructure
sectorasawhole shrank fromRs
10.55lakhcroreinMarch2019to
Rs 10.18 lakh crore in February
2020, therebycontractingby3.5
percent.

FINALREPORTOFTASKFORCEONNATIONAL INFRASTRUCTUREPIPELINE

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,APRIL29

SNAPDEAL,ONEof India’s largest
e-commerce companies, along
with four Indian shopping com-
plexeshavefiguredintheUS’2020
editionof theNotoriousMarkets
Listforcounterfeitingandpiracy.
OtherthanSnapdeal, thefour

markets are TankRoad inDelhi,
Heera Panna in Mumbai,
Kidderpore in Kolkata and
MillenniumCentreinAizawl.
In all, the US Trade

Representatives’(USTR)annuallist
has 38 online markets and 34
physicalmarketsthatarereported
toengageinorfacilitatesubstantial
trademark counterfeiting and
copyrightpiracy.
“Snapdeal, one of India’s

largest e-commerceplatforms, is
known as a place to purchase
counterfeitwatches and shoes,”
theUSTRsaid.

AccordingtoaNovember2018
survey,37percentofitscustomers
reportedthattheyhadreceiveda
counterfeit product from
Snapdeal.
Delhi’sTankRoadmarketwas

in the Notorious Markets List
(NML)in2019.“Rightholderscon-
firmthatthismarketcontinuesto
sell counterfeit products, includ-
ing apparel and footwear.
Wholesale counterfeit goodsare
alsoreportedlysuppliedfromthis
markettootherIndianmarkets,in-
cludingGaffarMarket andAjmal
KhanRoad(inDelhi),”itsaid.PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,APRIL29

THEWARofwordsbetween the
CongressandtheBJPgovernment
over the list of wilful defaulters
escalated onWednesday, with
former Finance Minister
P Chidambaram accusing
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman of taking shield be-
hind technical rules and asking
thegovernmentwhyithastaken
thetechnicalloanwrite-offroute
for fugitives like Nirav Modi,
MehulChoksiandVijayMallya.
Hitting back at Finance

MinisterNirmalaSitharamanwho
had saidwilful defaulterswere
beneficiariesofphonebankingun-
der the UPA regime and the
NarendraModi government is
chasingthemtorecoverthedues,
he also asked the Government
“breakuptheNPAsintopre-2004,
2004 to2014andpost-2014”ar-
guing that it “will giveusan idea
when the loanswere given and

whichloanshavebecomeNPA.”
“Youkeepon throwing these

accusations that all these loans
weregivenduringtheUPAregime.
Is thegovernment seriously sug-
gesting thatno loansweregiven
after 2014?Or that all the loans
given after 2014 areperforming
loans? Imean,whatdotheytake
thepeopleof India for?Wemay
be stupid, we’re not so stupid.
Loanshavebeengivenafter2014,
loanswere given prior to 2004
also.Givethebreakup?,”hesaid.
Responding to Sitharaman’s

statement thatno loan iswaived
off and thatprovisionsaremade

forNPAsasperthefour-yearpro-
visioning cycle laiddownby the
RBI,Chidambaramaccusedherof
takingshieldbehindthetechnical
rule andaskedwhy is sheapply-
ingthetechnicalruletothosewho
havebeendeclaredafugitiveoran
absconder. “Weunderstand the
technical rulesof theRBI.Weare
notonthetechnicality...Thereare
defaulters,therearewilfuldefault-
ers,therearewilfuldefaulterswho
arestayingbackinIndiafacingin-
quiriesandtryingtheirbesttopay
backandtherearewilfuldefault-
ers,whohavefledIndiaandarebe-
ingdeclaredfugitives.”
“Your RBI rule can apply

maybe to the first, second and
thirdcategories.Afterfouryearsof
fullprovisioningismade,youcan
technicallywriteofftheloan.That
youcandofordefaulters,wilfulde-
faultersandwilfuldefaulterswho
havestayedbackandtryingtoface
an inquiry.Butwhydoyouapply
thatruletoawilfuldefaulterwho
has fled India and your govern-
ment has declared him a fugi-

tive?...Whydoesthisruleapplyto
the Nirav Modis and the Vijay
Mallyasand theMehulChoksis,”
hesaid.TakingadigattheFM,he
said“aFMwhowassilent for the
last37dayshas suddenly sprung
tolifeandsprungtothedefenceof
thesefugitives.Isn’tthatalittlesur-
prisingandironical?”
OnSitharaman’s remark that

scheduledcommercialbankshad
writtenoffRs1.45lakhcroreinthe
UPAperiod,hesaid:“Iamsurebe-
tween2004and2014,bankswere
applying the rule and technically
writingoff1.6lakhcrore,butbythe
same token, between 2014 and
2019,Modigovernmenthaswrit-
tenoff 6.66 lakh crore. So,when
youmention1.6lakhcroreshould
nottheFMalsomentionthe6.66
lakhcrorerupeesthathergovern-
ment has written off between
2014and2019…..Butthepointwe
are asking is, these are fugitives.
They fled Indiaunder yournose.
Youhavedeclaredthemfugitives
andabsconders.Whyareyouap-
plyingthisruletothem?”hesaid.

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,APRIL29

USFEDERALReservepolicymak-
ers onWednesday left interest
ratesnearzeroandrepeatedavow
todowhatittakestoshoreupthe
economy, saying the ongoing
coronaviruspandemicwill“weigh
heavily”onthenear-termoutlook
andposes“considerablerisks”for
themediumterm.
“The Federal Reserve is com-

mitted to using its full range of
tools to support theUSeconomy
in this challenging time, thereby
promotingitsmaximumemploy-
mentandpricestabilitygoals,”the
UScentralbanksaidinastatement
at the end of a two-day policy
meetingheldviavideoconference
becauseof the coronaviruspan-
demic.
With so much uncertainty

aroundtheeconomicoutlook,the

Fedsaiditexpectstomaintainthe
target range for its benchmark
overnight lending rate “until it is
confident that the economyhas
weatheredrecenteventsandison
tracktoachieveitsmaximumem-
ployment and price stability
goals.”
Duringtwoemergencymeet-

ingsinMarch,thecentralbankcut
itsbenchmarkrate toa rangebe-
tweenzeroand0.25percent.

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,APRIL29

THEUS economy contracted in
the first quarter at its sharpest
pacesincetheGreatRecessionas
stringentmeasures to slow the
spread of the novel coronavirus
almost shut down the country,
ending the longest expansion in
thenation’shistory.
Thedeclineingrossdomestic

product(GDP)reflectedaplunge
in economic activity in the last
twoweeksofMarch,which saw
millions of Americans seeking
unemployment benefits. The
CommerceDepartment’s snap-
shot of first-quarter GDP on
Wednesday reinforced analysts’

predictions that the economy
wasalreadyinadeeprecession.
“The economywill continue

to fall until the country opens
backup,”saidChrisRupkey,chief
economistatMUFGinNewYork.
“If the economy fell this hard in

the first quarter,with less thana
monthofpandemiclockdownfor
most states, don’t ask how far it
willcraterinthesecondquarter.”
Gross domestic product de-

clinedata4.8percentannualised
rate last quarter,weigheddown
by sharpdecreases in consumer
spendingandadrawdownof in-
ventory at businesses. Thatwas
the steepest pace of contraction
in GDP since Q4 of 2008— the
height of theGreat Recession. A
deepening downturn in invest-
mentbybusinesseswasanother
major factor in the slump last
quarter, helping to overshadow
positive news from a shrinking
import bill, the housingmarket
andmore spending by the gov-
ernment.

Aimistoboost
infrastructure
investments

AGGRESSIVEPUSHtowardsassetsales,monetisationof
infrastructureassets,settingupofdevelopmentfinance
institutionsandstrengtheningthemunicipalbondmarket
aresomemeasuressuggestedbyagovernmentpanelto
boostinfrastructureinvestments.Thepanelhasdrawnupa
NationalInfrastructurePipelinetobringgreaterfocusinthis
area,whichiscrucialtoboostingeconomicgrowth.

2020-25 infra fundingpeggedat`111Lcr:
Energy, roads, railways toget lion’sshare

US GDP contracts 4.8% in Q1,
sharpest fall since Great Recession

‘GSK plans to sell HUL stake’
REUTERS
BENGALURU,APRIL29

BRITISH DRUGMAKER
GlaxoSmithKline Plc is planning
a sale of its $3.7-billion stake in
Unilever Ltd’s listed India unit,
Bloomberg News reported on
Wednesday, citingpeople famil-

iarwiththematter.
GSKplanstooffloadpartorall

of its 5.7 per cent holding in
HindustanUnilever Ltd through
aseriesofblocktrades,according
toBloombergNews.
In December 2018, Unilever

struckadealtobuyGSK’sHorlicks
nutritionbusinessfor$3.8billion,
boostingtheAnglo-Dutchgroup’s

positioninIndia.
The deal considerationwas

paid in cash and shares of HUL,
andwas completed earlier this
month.
AGSKspokesmandeclinedto

comment on the matter.
HindustanUnilever did not im-
mediately respond to a request
forcomment.

Americanscall for theendof
the lockdowninCalifornia
onApril26.Reuters

‘27 of top 100 companies can’t
sustain current salary bill’

All the companies covered have an ability to pay their fixed
opex, interest and compensation cost from cash and cash
equivalents for about 5.5 months at the median, it said

Source:
Deloitte/PTI

Asmanyas27of the top100companies listedon theNatio-
nal StockExchangewill not beable to sustain currentwage
bill if revenuedips30per cent ormore, aDeloitte study said
METHODOLOGY
Deloitte conducted a study of
the top 100companies listed
on theNSE in terms ofmarket
capitalisation

Temporarysolution:Dipintocash
balanceorborrowinshortterm

Impactwill be larger since the
cash stuck in inventory and
receivables is likely to increase
in such a scenario

11of the27 vulnerable
companies have a debt to
equity ratio ofmore than 1

`

27companieswon’t be able
to sustain currentwage bill
fromcash profits, if their
revenue dips by30per cent
ormore

Theother fourareTank
RoadinDelhi,Heera
PannainMumbai,
Kidderpore inKolkata
andMillenniumCentre
inAizawl

Snapdeal, 4 shopping
complexes figure in US
Notorious Markets List

US adds 5 of Amazon’s
foreign operations to list
ASSOCIATEDPRESS
WASHINGTON,APRIL29

THEUNITED States for the first
time added five of Amazon’s
overseas operations to its list of
“notoriousmarkets” where pi-
ratedgoodsaresold.Thee-com-
mercegiantdismissedthemove
aspartof theTrumpadministra-
tion’s “personal vendetta”
against it.
The Office of the US Trade

Representative onWednesday
added theAmazon.com Inc. do-
mains in Canada, France,
Germany, India and the United

Kingdomtoitsannualblacklist.
USTR cited complaints from

US businesses that consumers
can’t easily tell who is selling
items on theAmazonplatforms
and that the e-commerce com-
pany’s procedures for removing
counterfeitgoods“canbelengthy
andburdensome.’’
Amazon fired back with a

statement Wednesday: “We
strongly disagreewith the char-
acterization of Amazon in this
USTRreport.Thispurelypolitical
act isanotherexampleof thead-
ministrationusingtheUSgovern-
ment to advance a personal
vendettaagainstAmazon.’’

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
WASHINGTON,APRIL29

THE US onWednesday placed
Indiaonthe‘PriorityWatchList’for
lackof sufficientmeasurable im-
provements to its Intellectual
Propertyframeworkonthe“long-
standing” and “newchallenges”
that have negatively affected
American right holders over the
pastyear.
TheUSplaced10countries,in-

cludingIndiaandChina,onthelist,
alleging that enforcementof the
intellectualpropertieshavedeteri-
oratedorremainedatinadequate
levelsandtheAmericanswhorely
ontheirprotectionhavedifficulty
withfairandequitablemarketac-
cess. Thecountriesplacedon the
list by theTrumpadministration
onIntellectualProperty(IP)related
issuesareAlgeria,Argentina,Chile,
China, India, Indonesia, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, Ukraine and
Venezuela.
“TheTrumpadministration is

committedtoholdingintellectual

propertyrightsviolatorsaccount-
ableandtoensuringthatUSinno-
vatorsandcreatorshaveafulland
fair opportunity touseandprofit
from theirwork,” saidUS Trade
RepresentativeRobert Lighthizer
afterthereleaseofannualSpecial
301Report on theadequacyand
effectivenessof tradingpartners’
protectionof IPrights.
Initsreport,theUSTRsaidthat

India had been placed on the
‘PriorityWatchList’forlackofsuf-
ficientmeasurableimprovements
to its IP frameworkon the “long-
standing” and “newchallenges”
that havenegatively affectedUS
rightholdersoverthepastyear.

BRIEFLY
Ex-FinSecyis
PESBchief
NewDelhi:Ex-financesecre-
taryRajiv Kumarhas been
namedPESBchairperson.PTI

ILO:305million
jobsmaybelost
Geneva: The ILOestimated
305million full-time jobs
couldbelostinQ2.AP

ADBapproves
$346mnloan
New Delhi: The Asian
Development Bank on
Wednesday said it has ap-
proveda$346-million loan
to the government to pro-
videreliablepowerconnec-
tion in rural areas of
Maharashtra. The loanwill
support the state govern-
ment'shighvoltagedistribu-
tionsystemprogrammefor
newgrid-connected rural
agricultural customers
across the state, said
themulti-lateral funding
agency.PTI

NMCfounder
onprivateprobe
Dubai:NMCHealthfounder
BRShetty saidaprobecon-
ductedbyhisownadvisors
has found alleged fraud at
thefirmandFinablr.

‘Groupsurge
delayindigitaltax’
NewDelhi:Lobbyinggroups
haveurged India todelay a
newdigital tax thatwill hit
firms like Facebook and
Google.REUTERS

■TheUSTRsaidIndia
hadbeenplacedonthe
‘PriorityWatchList’ for
lackofsufficientmea-
surableimprovements
toits IPframework.

‘LACKOFMEASURABLE
IMPROVEMENTS’

US places India on ‘Priority
Watch List’ for IP protection

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL29

SMALLINDUSTRIESDevelopment
BankofIndia(Sidbi)haslaunched
aspecial liquidityschemeformi-
cro,smallandmediumenterprises
(MSMEs), small finance banks
(SFBs), non-banking financial
companies andmicrofinance in-
stitutions(MFIs)throughbanks.
Theschemewouldprovidefi-

nancial support tobanks,NBFCs
andMFIsbywayof termloansto
ensureoperationalcontinuityand
promote onward lending to
MSMEs. The tenorof these loans
willbe90days.
Mohammad Mustafa,

ChairmanandManagingDirector
ofSidbisaid,“Wewereprovideda
special liquiditywindow of Rs
15,000crorebytheRBI...Thefunds
will be channalised toMSMEs
througheligiblebanks,NBFCsand
MFIs.”

Sidbi launches
liquidity window
for MSMEs, SFBs,
NBFCs and MFIs

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL29

DOMESTIC INDICES rose on
Wednesday as global markets
edgedupaheadof USeconomic
growth figures and a Federal
Reserve rate decisionwhile in-
vestors seemedbuoyedasmore
governments, including India,
plannedtoeaseanti-viruscontrols
andallowsomebusinesses tore-
open.TheSensexrose606points,
or1.89per cent, to32,720.16and
theNSENifty Index gained 172
pointsat9,553.35
The rupee strengthened as

muchas52paiseagainstthedol-
lar tomoveabove the76mark to
75.66inthewakeoftheimprove-
mentinglobalriskenvironment.
Analysts saidmarketscontin-

uedtheirmomentumforthethird
consecutive session and ended
withstronggainstrackingencour-
agingglobalcues.
Oil prices surged after US

crude stockpiles grew less than
expected and gasoline posted a
surprisedraw.Brentcrudefutures
were up $2.23, or 11per cent, at
$22.69abarrelby12:05p.m.EDT
(1605 GMT). US WTI futures
soared $3.58, or 29 per cent, to
$15.92abarrel.

Sensex rises 606 points on
easing of curbs, Fed meet

SC turns down Vodafone
Idea plea for immediate
tax refund of `4,759 crore
AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,APRIL29

INAsetbacktoVodafoneIdea,the
SupremeCourt (SC)Wednesday
rejectedthetelco’splea,askingthe
IncomeTax (I-T)Department to
process anddeposit tax refunds
worthRs4,759.7 crore. Theapex
courtsaidtheauthoritieswerejus-
tifiedinholdingbackrefundsun-
tiltaxreturnsofthecompanywas
perusedbytheauthorities.
TheSC,however,askedtheI-T

department to takeadecisionon
thependingtaxrefundsassoonas
possible.
I-T department authorities

havekepttaxrefundsofthecom-
panybetween assessment year
(AY)2012and2017, in abeyance,
claiming that the returns of the
companyfortheseyearswere“un-
der scrutiny” and since a notice
hadbeen issued to the company

contending the returns theyhad
filed, the refund need not be
processed immediately. The said
taxrefundsbetweenAY2012and
2017havebeenwithheldbyau-
thoritiesforvariousreasons,such
as transfer pricing adjustment,
capitalisationof license fees, 3G
spectrumfees, andasset restora-
tionobligation.
VodafoneIdeahadsoughttax

refundsof Rs4,759.7 crore from
theI-Tdepartment,claimingthat
its tax returns betweenAY2012
and2017hadnotbeenprocessed
bytheauthoritiesdespiterepeated
remindersonthesame.
ThoughtheSCdirectedI-Tto

process Vodafone Idea’s tax re-
funds worth Rs 733 crore for
AY2014-15within four weeks,
thereliefcouldbeshortlived.The
department had raised addi-
tionaltaxdemandofRs582crore
forAY2015-16,which is stuck in
litigation.

Fed sticks to zero rate
pledge, vows to utilise
tools to help economy

USFedChairJeromePowell.File

FormerFinanceMinister
PChidambaram. Express file

List of defaulters: Chidambaram accuses
FM of taking shield behind technical rules

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,APRIL29

THE CONGRESS Wednesday
asked PrimeMinisterNarendra
Moditotakeurgentstepsandan-
nounceafinancialassistancepack-
age to protect the wages and
salaries of about11 crorepeople
working in theMicro, Small and
MediumEnterprises(MSME)sec-
tor, and apaychequeprotection
programmeon the linesofwhat
theUShadannouncedforanother
1croreemployeeswithincomeof
lessthanRs3.5lakhayear.
Addressingapressconference,

former Finance Minister
PChidambaramlashedoutatthe
NDAgovernment for remaining
“non-committal oneverything”,
beitanexitstrategyafterthelock-
down,financialassistancetostates
orafinancialpackageorassistance
forbusinesses.Hesaidmonetisa-
tionofthefiscaldeficitshouldnot

beseenasa“no-goarea”.
“The time tomakebolddeci-

sions to saveMSMEs is now. If
businessesdonot seehope, they
will decide to close. Thegovern-
menthas to step in today topro-
tect11croreIndiansandgivehope
toMSMEs. It is bewildering that
there has been absolutely no fi-
nancialpackageorassistancean-
nounced forbusinesses since the
onsetof COVID-19,”he said, ask-
ing thegovernment toannounce
Rs1lakhcroreaswageprotection
assistance to help MSMEs pay
wages and salaries forApril and
anotherRs1 lakhcrore for credit
guaranteefundforMSMEs.

“The time tomakebold
decisions to saveMSMEs
is now. If businessesdo
not seehope, theywill
decide to close”
PCHIDAMBARAM
FORMERFINANCEMINISTER

‘Govt has to step in to
protect 11 crore Indians,
give hope to MSMEs’

New Delhi
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LASTINGMEMORIES
Among Irrfan’s last social media posts is a photo
he had tweeted of the cast and crew of his last film
Angrezi Medium catching up over a Zoom call,
which included actors Radhika Madan, Pankaj
Tripathi and Deepak Dobriyal, among others.

TANUJACHANDRA

IRRFAN THOUGHT long and hard before
acceptingmy offer (forQarib Qarib Singlle,
2017).Hewasuncertainifhewouldbereceived
well in a romantic role at this stageof his life
becauseromancewasmoreof aplaying field
fortheyoung,hesaid.Ifpeopledidn’tapprove,
hewouldn’t have anyone to share the flak
with other than his ownmisplaced choice
ofsubject.
Thenonemorning,whilereadingthelines

ofascene,Irrfanfoundwhathehadbeenlook-
ingfor.ThescenehadYogicallhisdrivertofetch
himafteradinnerdate.Hecarriedpackedfood
for him and it hit Irrfan, who often shared
mealswithhisstaff,thatherewasamanwho
cared for people. Yogi lovedpeople, it didn’t

matterwhattheydidforaliving.Thisbecame
thereasonIrrfanagreedtodothemovie.
Intheeditingroom,Idiscoveredsomething

magical.IdiscoveredthatIrrfan’sperformance
hadadynamicquality. It changeduponeach
viewing.Thecinematicframeshadn’tshifted,

thelineshadn’tbeenaltered,thecharacter,the
locations,thecostumes,theywereallthesame,
andyet, a tinymovement, a fleeting look, the
quietestgesture,onehadn’tseenbeforewould
revealitself.
Thiswasthereasononenevertiresofsee-

ing this actor on screen, thiswas the reason
that even thoughhisworkoftenhas tell-tale
signsof‘classicIrrfan’,eachperformancevaries.
The lossof thismagnificentactor isan in-

comparable one for Indian cinema. He had
crossedonlysomepartof his journeyof sub-
limeacting.Therewassomuchmoreforhim
to explorewithin himself, to discover. He
would have had no dearth of remarkable
scripts coming to him for the next couple
decades.We can only imagine the kind of
beautyhewould’vebroughttoourscreens. It
willbealongingleftunfulfilled.Butit’snosmall
thingthatallheleavesbehindwillbecherished
foralong, longtime.
ChandraisthedirectorofQaribQaribSinglle

ALAKASAHANI

H
ISNUANCEDacting,hiseyes that
spokeandadialoguedeliverythat
was so uniquely his, won him
much love and admirers during

his versatile career, but on Wednesday,
actor Irrfan left theworld quietly. As every-
one came together online to mourn, few
couldattendhisburial at theVersovaceme-
teryduetorestrictions imposed inthewake
of the coronavirus outbreak.Whilemedia
personsstoodbeyondthebarricadesoutside,
presentforhislastriteswerehiswifeSutapa
Sikdar, sons Babil andAyan, and 15-20 rela-
tives and friends, including filmmakers
TigmanshuDhulia,VishalBhardwaj,Abhinay
DeoandsingerMikaSingh.
The54-year-oldwasadmittedtoMumbai’s

Kokilaben Dhirubhai Ambani Hospital on
Tuesdayforacoloninfection.Anofficialstate-
ment onhis passing away said: “Irrfanwas a
strongsoul,someonewhofoughttill thevery
endandalwaysinspiredeveryonewhocame
closetohim.Afterhavingbeenstruckbylight-
ningin2018withthenewsofararecancer,he
tooklifesoonafterasitcameandhefoughtthe
manybattlesthatcamewithit.”
Irrfan,whoreceivedtheNationalAwardfor

Paan Singh Tomar (2012) and PadmaShri in
2011,wasdiagnosedwithneuroendocrinetu-
mour in 2018, forwhichheunderwent pro-
longed treatment in theUK. In betweenhis

treatment,heplayedtheroleofalovingfather
inAngreziMedium(2020),hislastrelease.
Afterthenewsofhisdeathbecamepublic,

socialmediawasfloodedwithpostsbymany
of his colleagues in the film industry andhis
admirers. FilmmakerVishal Bhardwaj,who
has worked with him inMaqbool (2003),
7KhoonMaaf (2011) andHaider (2014), told
TheIndianExpress:“Ifearedthathe(Irrfan)will
be gonemuchbefore his timebut didn’t ex-
pectthatitwillbesodevastatingandravaging
tomepersonally.ItfeelsasifIamtornintotwo
parts.Apartofmehasdiedwithhim.”
VidyaBalantweetedshecouldn’tstopcry-

ingbecauseIrrfan’sperformancesaffectedher
in“apersonalway”.Callinghim“anincredible
talentandgraciouscolleague”,hisPiku(2015)
co-actorAmitabhBachchan said his passing
awaywasthe“mostdisturbingandsadnews”.
ActorShahRukhKhan,whowastheproducer
of Irrfan’sBillu (2009),calledhim“myfriend,
inspiration and the greatest actor of
ourtimes”.
Making an immense contribution to the

world of cinema, Irrfan remains one of the
mostsuccessfulcrossoverartistes,withmovies
such as The Lunchbox (2013), Slumdog
Millionaire(2008),LifeofPi(2012),TheAmazing
Spiderman (2012) and JurassicWorld (2015).
Manyinternationalpersonalities,includingdi-
rector Ava DuVernay, paid tribute to him.
“Gone too soon.Whenhe is on screen, you
can’t takeyoureyesoffhim.Helivesoninhis
films,”tweetedDuVernay.

‘Gone too Soon’
Filmindustryandfanscometogether tomourn

Irrfan, Indiancinema’s finestactor

THEBEST OF THEBEST

THEWARRIOR
(2001):InAsif
Kapadia’sdebutfilm,
IrrfanplaysLafcadia,a
Rajasthanifeudallord
wholivesbyhissword

andstrugglestogiveitup.

HAASIL(2003): Irrfangavea
power-packedperformanceasRanvijay
Singh,aviolentstudentleaderata
universityinAllahabad.

MAQBOOL(2003):BasedonMacbeth
byWilliamShakespeare,thefilm
broughtIrrfanwidespreadacclaimfor
hisluminescentperformanceas
Maqbool,amafiadon’sright-handman
whofallsforhisboss’smistress.

THENAMESAKE
(2007):Basedonthe
novelbyJhumpaLahiri,
thefilmbelongsto
Irrfanwhoplays
AshokeGanguli,afirst-

generationIndianimmigrantto
America,whochoosesanunusual
nameandlegacyforhisfirst-bornchild.

PAANSINGHTOMAR(2012):“You
can’ttakeyoureyesoffhim,”said
TheNewYorkTimes initsreview.Asa
formerarmymanturned-starathlete-
turnedrebel, Irrfandeliversinevery
frameofhisaction-packedbiopic.

LIFEOFPI(2012):As
theadultPiPatel,Irrfan
doesnothaveameaty
roleinAngLee’s
adaptationofYann
Martel’snovel.Buthe

makeseverysceneheisincount—and
Hollywoodsatupandtooknotice.

THELUNCHBOX
(2013):AsSaajan
Fernandes,alonely
widowerwhose
humdrumlifechanges
whenhereceivesthe

wronglunchbox,Irrfanembodiesa
quietgracethatlightsupthescreen.

QISSA(2013):AsUmberSingh,whose
desiretohaveasonleadshimtoraise
hisyoungestdaughterasaboy,Irrfanis
notonlysingularlyterrifyingbut
absolutelyterrific.

PIKU(2015):AsRana,anunlikelyfoilto
DeepikaPadukone’soutspokenPiku,
Irrfaniscontenttoletbiggerstarsdoall
thetalkingwhilehestaysinthe
background,doingalltheacting.

HINDIMEDIUM(2017):Hisbiggest
commercialsuccess,thefilmis
testimonytothefactthatIrrfancould
beEverymaninmainstreamBollywood
fareaswell.

ANUSHREEMAJUMDAR

Asanactor, Irrfan’s rangewasunparalleled—he couldplay any character
with conviction—allowinghimto crossover forms, languages and later,

even continents.Here are 10ofhismostnoteworthyperformances:

IrrfaninastillfromQaribQaribSinglle

DIPANITANATH

INTHEcorridorthatstudentsoftheNational
SchoolofDrama(NSD)taketoreachthemain
auditorium, Abhimanch, a row of photo-
graphsusedtohang,untilayearorsoago,of
past graduates.Whether theseweremeant
to celebrate achievements of pass-outs or
goad thecurrent crop towards futureexcel-
lencewasneverclearbutthedisplaysdidof-
fer a glimpse of a number of stalwart per-
formersintheirearlydays.Inthisgallerywas
arareblack-and-whiteshotofIrrfanonstage.
The actor had cut his teeth in acting in the
hallsof thisfamousDelhiinstitute.
Alankyboywithaheadofcurlyhair,Irrfan

wasoneof thequietest students in theclass
of 1987. His classmates, such as Bharti
Sharma,founderofKshitijTheaterSocietyin
Delhi, used towonder, ‘Pata nahin yeh itna
chupkyun rahta hai?’ “Henevermissedany
classbuthealsodidnotparticipateindiscus-
sions.Itwasonlywhenheperformedthatwe
understoodthatIrrfanwasapersonwhobe-
lieved in listening rather than speaking.He
hadabsorbedeverythingweweretaughtand
was implementing it in his performance,”
sheadds.
DineshKhanna,whowasayearseniorto

Irrfanandhisclosefriend,saystheactor,who
wasshyinperson,wasalwaystryingtopush
theenvelopeonstage.Hisbest friendwasa
studious girl fromhis batch, Sutapa Sikdar,
whowouldbecomehiswife.
“Therewasaseriousnessabouthimthat’s

well knownbuthealsohada senseofmis-
chief whichwe see in his roles,” says actor
MitaVashisht.

The Quietest Boy in Class
Irrfan’s friends fromNSDremember theactor

Cinema’s Chameleon

IrrfanfromhisNSDdaysNSDArchives

IRRFAN 1967-2020

CROSSWORD4105

ACROSS

1 Hemayactwell, buthe
paintsbadly (8)

5 Agirl isafterone, right (4)

9 Tracemisdirectedsupply (5)

10 Rattlecausedbya loose
ratchet (7)

11 Itwon’tkeepyoufully
occupied(4-4,4)

13 Battle suit (6)

14 Adynamicproposition
(6)

17 Sportingevent thathas its
upsanddowns
(12)

20 Spedtoomuch,andwent
over the limit (7)

21 Concerningamorning’s
papers (5)

22 LockersAtoGperhaps
(4)

23 Call forarising
(8)

DOWN

1 Staple food(4)

2 Passagetakenfroma
pamphlet (7)

3 Contenders for thehigh
jump(12)

4 Poleposition(6)

6 Atheartanorationshowsa
senseofproportion(5)

7 Imposingcorporal
punishment (8)

8 Don’t take legalaction for
nothing (4,2,6)

12 Everyyearonemayawait its
returnwithaddedinterest(8)

15 After thismonththere’s
everythingtoput in (7)

16 Occasionwhenspiritsare
called for (6)

18 Threepointsgotomy
opponent (5)

19 Offshorespot I stoleawayto
(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
For thesecondday
runningyour
emotional
alignmentsare

strong, somethingwhichyou
never findeasymainlybecause
feelingscanbesuchmessy
things. It’sall aquestionof
relaxing into it, accepting
whateverhappens. ‘Gowiththe
flow’, as theysay.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Yournaturalinstinct
forself-preservation
isboostedbytwo
veryhelpfulaspects

toVenus,theplanetwhich
representsyouremotionalneeds
anddesires.Yourintellectand
instinctsshouldbefunctioning
asone,soyourjudgmentcould
beimpeccable hopefully.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Youmust get your
priorities right. First
among these is the
need to co-operate

withotherpeople,whether at
workor at home. It therefore
follows that you shouldbeas
charmingaspossible. You
must be agood listener for
that’s oneof thebestways to
see to it that othersdo take
you seriously.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Noteverything
worksoutas
expected,but then
whatwould lifebe

like if everythingwent
accordingtoplan?Pretty
boring,probably.Bear this
reassuringandsimple truth in
mindover thecomingdaysas
partners, lovedonesand
colleaguesstart toplayup.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
This isa timefor
realism.Youshould
accept thaterrors
haveoccurredand

thatyou’ll soonbe inaposition
toworkoutwhowas
responsibleandwhy.There is
noneedtoapportionblame,
only toprevent thesameerrors
beingrepeated. In fact, if you
learn fromyourmistakesyou
willdeservepraise.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Youought tobeable
toensure that
partnersarenever
again inapositionto

forceyourhand.However,
whethersuchanaimis
realistic isanothermatter.
Probably thebestyoucando is
stateyourcaseandattempt to
winthemover toyourway
of thinking.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Youmaybeunder
someextrapressure
at themoment,but
it’sall friendly.You

arebeingurgedtobemore
outgoing, confident inyour
ideasandpublicwithyour
feelings.Atall times, come
backto thecentral requirement
—thedevelopmentof
youruniquetalents.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Peopleyoulivewith
canbeverydifficult
topindown.
Sometimesyou

wonderwhattheyactually
want!Asithappens,somebody
closeshouldsoonalterdirection,
liftingaburdenfromyourmind.
Emotionally,professionallyand
personally,all thepiecesof the
jigsawshouldnowbebeginning
tofall intoplace.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Theremaybefew
individualswhoare
genuinelyhappy
withrecent

discussionsandagreements.
This ispartlybecauseyour
latentperfectionismiscoming
out, soyoucantry toseesuch
discontentasveryuseful,
encouragingthedesire todo
betternext timeround.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Youcan’t stayasyou
are forever,neither
doyouwant to. If
newroutinesor

methodsare tobeaccepted, it
mustbewithanoption for
change inthenear future.The
point is that it isonlywhenyou
putyourplans intopractice that
you’ll identify thepitfalls.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Secret,hiddenor
suppressed feelings
areonceagain
bubblingover.You

shouldbeaware that, even if
yourbehaviourhasbeen
impeccable,otherscouldstillbe
annoyedorenvious.Thatmay
betheir responsibility rather
thanyours, althoughyoumight
havetosort themoutand
restorecommonsense.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Youstillhaveall
yourwitsaboutyou,
thankgoodness. In
factyoumaybeable

toseesensewhereotherpeople
arecompletelyconfused.The
only thingbotheringyoumay
bea long-distanceaffair, or
evena familyconnection
which is stretchingthe limits
of youraffections.
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DifficultyLevel3s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
___isideal, it istheworkoftheimagination.-MarquisdeSade(9))

SOLUTION:ALIVE,CROSS,UNPAID,PREACH
Answer:Happinessisideal,itistheworkoftheimagination.-MarquisdeSade

LVAEI ADIUNP

CORSS EPARCH

SolutionsCrossword4104:Across:1Desertion,8Arena,9Mailbag,10Rigout,11
Athens,12Flagging,15Sanskrit,18Emigre,20Averse,21Tarnish,22Elite,23
Tailoress.Down:2Exact,3Eileen,4Transfer,5Naming,6Deposit,7Castigate,11
Apostates,13Afterall,14Inherit,16Kismet,17Dinner,19Rests.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

New Delhi



VolLXXXVIIINo.147Regd.No.DL-21046/03-05 R.N.I.No.506/57. PrintedandPublishedbyR.C.Malhotraonbehalf of TheIndianExpress(P)LimitedandPrintedatTheIndianExpress(P)LimitedPress,A-8,Sector-7,Noida-201301andPublishedatTheIndianExpress(P)Limited,MezzanineFloor,ExpressBuilding,9&10,BahadurShahZafar
Marg, NewDelhi-110002.Editorialoffice: TheIndianExpress(P)Limited,MezzanineFloor,ExpressBuilding,9&10,BahadurShahZafarMarg, NewDelhi-110002.Phone:0120-6651500.Advertisingoffice: TheIndianExpress(P)Limited,B1/B,Sector-10,Noida-201301.Phone:0120-6651291.Chairmanof theBoard:ViveckGoenka,Chief
Editor:RajKamal Jha,Editor:UnniRajenShanker,Editor (Delhi):RakeshSinha** **Responsible forselectionofNewsunderthePRBAct.Copyright: TheIndianExpress (P)Limited.All rightsreserved.Reproductioninanymanner,electronicorotherwise, inwholeor inpart,withoutpriorwrittenpermissionisprohibited.TheIndianExpress®

THEINDIANEXPRESS,THURSDAY,APRIL30,2020

SPORT
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

14
Counting the zeroes in ‘zero year’
Experts feel cancelling IPL 2020will benefit all stakeholders but BCCI not too keen to add extra year to Star contract

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEWDELHI, APRIL 29

LEGALEXPERTSandmarket-watchers,assess-
ingthe impactof theCOVID-19pandemicon
sports, feel that thecancellationof thisyear’s
IndianPremierLeaguemightbethebest-case
scenarioforallstakeholders.
Advising against delaying or shortening

of the season, they say that by considering
2020 as a ‘zero year’, the broadcaster, Star,
andBCCIwillbeabletodealwiththepresent
economicuncertaintybetterandalsobene-
fit in the longrun.
“Sincethepandemicwillresultinachange

of timelines or loss of a season, broadcasters
willneedtoreviewtheircontractswithevent
organisers. Theymayconsiderextending the
termof theircontract to includeanextrasea-
sonwhereaseasonhasbeencancelled,”apa-
perproducedbylawyerNandanKamath’sfirm
LawNKsays.
However, BCCI hasn't yet givenupon the

IPLidea.Earlierthismonth,BCCIsecretaryJay
Shahhadsaid:“TheBCCIwillcontinuetomon-
itor and review the situation regarding apo-
tentialstartdateinclosepartnershipwithallof
itsstakeholdersandwillcontinuetotakeguid-
ancefromtheGovernmentofIndia,stategov-
ernmentsandotherstateregulatorybodies.”
OntheimpactofthepandemicontheStar-

BCCIdeal,atopBCCIofficialsaid:“Wewillkeep
consultingthegovernmentand,basedontheir
inputs,itwillbedecidediftheIPLcantakeplace
ornot.As fortheStardeal, it’s tooearlytotalk
aboutit.”
However,withmostmegasportingevents

aroundtheworld-Olympics,GrandSlamten-
nis,Europeanfootballchampionship-getting
cancelledorpostponedbyayear,thechances
of IPLSeason13takingplaceseembleak.
This,accordingtolawyerAnishDayal,who

specialisesinsportslawandIPLcontracts,is“a
clear situation of forcemajeure”. Explaining
thelegalterm,hesays,“Forcemajeureallows
thesuspensionofobligationsandthiswillhelp
both,theBCCIandfranchises,tomutuallydis-
cussmitigationof thelossthatarises.”
However, the trickyproblem for theBCCI

will be the implementationof the ‘forcema-
jeure’clauseinthebroadcastingdealwithStar
that has promised to pay the Indian board
`16,347.50croreoverfiveyearstill2022.
Aspart of their 2020obligation, Starhas

alreadypaidtheBCCIapproximately`1,500
croreasanadvanceforthisseason’sIPL.BCCI
officialsinsistthatinthecaseofcancellation,
and the enforcement of ‘forcemajeure’, the
boardwill return theadvancepayment. “Of
course,wewill return the amount,” said an
official.
Sports lawyerVidushpatSinghania,man-

agingpartnerof KridaLegal, saysnoneof the
partiesmayhave to pay anypenalties if the
forcemajeureclause is invoked.Additionally,
they can consider Season13 as a ‘zero year’,
andnegotiatetoaddanextrayearattheendof
thecontracttorecoverlosses.
“Itdependsonhowthecontractisworded.

If it isayearlyrestriction,theywillhavetone-
gotiate another year.However, if it is season-
wise, then the contractwill continue till the
particular number of seasons are played,”
Singhaniasays.
Theideaofcontractextensionhasn'tfound

takersintheBCCI.“Thatmightnotbepossible.
WewillgoforafreshtenderoncetheStardeal
endsin2022,”anofficialsaid.
However, if the tournament is held in

October–anoption theBCCI is exploring– it
could result in Star losingout onadvertising
revenuedue to a combination of factors, in-
cluding thegloomyeconomicoutlook,while
stillhavingtopaytheentirerightsfees.
A truncated andpostponed IPLwill force

Startore-negotiatedealswithadvertiserswho
havealreadybookedIPLslotskeepinginmind
theoriginalApril-Mayslot.An IPL later in the
year could see themchanging theirminds. A
productlaunchorpromotionofseasonalgoods
can’tbeexpectedtobeshowcasedon-airifthe
IPL’sschedulechanges.
“In such scenarios, theymaybe forced to

renegotiate on existing bookings, rates and
packages,” Kamath,whohas previously ad-
visedtheBCCIandotherstakeholdersonvar-
iousissues,says.
AnotherpredicamentthatStarcouldfaceis

thedropinadvertisingspendinginthecoming
monthsbecauseoftheCOVID-19-forcedeco-
nomic slump. There are thosewho feel that
evenBCCImight face the sameproblem. “In
case they somehow do hold Season 13 in
September-October this year, as it has been
proposed,withinmonths theywill have to
hold Season14 inApril, 2021. Theseback-to-
backIPLswilldryuptheadvertisers.Amarket
dealingwithaslowdownwillnotbeconducive
foranotherIPL,”saysaBCCImember.
Hegoeson toadd that theBoard, incase

itholdsanIPLthisyear,willhavetostart the
processof invitingbidsforanewbroadcaster
in2021.“Thefinancialslumpwillmeanthey
won’t get good money for the TV deal.
Delaying the tender process and pushing
back the broadcast rights auctionwill be a
wisedecision.”

Thedecisionwon’tbesostraightforwardasahostofothercommercialaspectswillbedecidedonwhethertheseasoniscancelledortruncatedaswellaspossiblevisa
restrictions,whichcouldhaveanimpactonviewershipandsponsorinterest. BCCIfile

JAMESWAGNER&KENBELSON
APRIL29

DR. ANTHONY S. Fauci, the leading public
healthexpertonPresidentTrump’scoronavirus
taskforce,saidthisweekthat itmightbevery
difficultformajorsportsintheUnitedStates to
returntoactionthisyear. “Safety, for theplay-
ersandforthefans,trumpseverything,”hesaid.
“If you can’t guarantee safety, thenunfortu-
natelyyou’regoingtohavetobitethebulletand
say, ‘Wemayhavetogowithoutthissport for
thisseason.’”
Dr. Fauci, the director of the National

InstituteofAllergyandInfectiousDiseasessince
1984, is anavid runnerwhogrewupplaying
basketball and baseball, is a fan of the
Washington Nationals and the New York
Yankees.He sayshewill feel comfortable re-
turning toa stadiumwhen the level of infec-
tionisfarlowerthanitisnow.Excerpts:

WagnerandBelson:Whenandhowcan
sportsreturn?
Whatweneed todo is get it, as a country

andasindividuallocations,undercontrol.That
sometimes takes longer thanyouwould like,
andifweletourdesiretoprematurelygetback

tonormal,wecanonlygetourselvesrightback
inthesameholewewereinafewweeksago.
We’vegot tomakesure thatwhenwetry

togetback tonormal, includingbeingable to
playbaseballinthesummerandfootballinthe
fallandbasketballinthewinter,thatwhenwe
docomeback to some formof normality,we
do it graduallyandcarefully.Andwhencases
dostarttorebound—whichtheywill,nodoubt
—thatwehavethecapabilityofidentifying,iso-
latingandcontacttracing.

Sportsareabusiness,andtheyhavea
financialimperative.Somegovernorsand
mayorshavediscussedthepossibilityof
sportsreturningwithoutfans.Butthere
arestillhundredsofstaffmemberswho
havetorunthestadium,theclubhouse.
Whatneedstobedonetomakesure
they’realsosafe?
Thethingsweneedtodotothebestofour

abilityaretryandkeepthesix-footdistanceand
wear face coverings.Anddo thekindof pure
hygienethingsyoudotopreventthespreadof
respiratory infections:washing hands fre-
quently;wearinggloves,particularlyfoodserv-
ice,andtheydothatanyway;changinggloves
frequently.And if youare ina stadium,make
surethatiftherearepeoplethere,theymaintain

thatphysicaldistancebecausethevirusdoes-
n’ttravelthatmuchfartherthanthat.Ifyoucan
dothat, it isn’tcompletely freeof risk,butyou
diminishtherisksubstantially. Thedensityof
theinfectioninthecommunitywilldictatethe
degree towhichyoucan loosenup. I’ve said
thatmany times that the virus decideshow
quicklyyou’regoingtogetbacktonormal.

Allsportsaren’tcreatedequal.Golfmight
bemoresuitedtomaintainingdistance,
butitwouldbeharderinbasketballor
hockey.Whatcanbedone?
You’vegottobereallycreative.That’sgoing

tobemoredifficultandmoreproblematic.But
youknow, therehavebeensomesuggestions
thatifyouwanttohaveasituationwhereplay-

ersaregoingtohavetocomeintocontact, like
basketball,therearecertainthingsyoucando.
Itmaynotwork. I’mnotsayingthis istheway
togo,butyouwanttoat leastconsiderhaving
players, if they’regoingtoplay,playinfrontof
aTVcamerawithoutpeople in theaudience.
And then test all the players andmake sure
they’re negative and keep them in a place
where theydon’thavecontactwithanybody
on theoutsidewhoyoudon’t knowwhether
they’repositiveornegative.
That’s going tobe logisticallydifficult, but

there’s at least thepossibilityof doing that. In
otherwords,wesaid that forbaseball, get the
playersinMajorLeagueBaseball,getacoupleof
cities anda coupleof hotels, get themtested
andkeepthemsegregated.Iknowit’sgoingto
bedifficultforthemnottobeoutinsociety,but
thatmaybe theprice youpay if youwant to
playball.

Isitevenfairtothinkaboutsportsleagues
andteamsgettingbroadaccesstotestingif
thegeneralpublicorotherindustries
aren’tgettingthesame?
I hopewhenweget to that point,when

we’re going to try andget the sports figures
tested, thenwewillhaveenoughtestssothat
anybodywhoneedsatestcangetatest.

Sportsareanunusualbusinessbecause
athletesareinclosequartersformany
months.Whatkindofrunwaydoleagues
needtostartupagain?
That’sthereasonIstresstheideaoftesting

everybodyandhavingavailableforthemtests
fromwhichyoucangetaresultimmediately...
I don’twant tomake this conversationsound
likeit’sgoingtobeaneasything.Wemaynotbe
abletopullthisoff.We’regoingtohavetosee:
Isitdoable?Dowehavethecapabilityofdoing
itsafely?Becausesafety,fortheplayersandfor
thefans, trumpseverything. If youcan’tguar-
antee safety, thenunfortunatelyyou’regoing
tohavetobitethebulletandsay,“Wemayhave
togowithoutthissportforthisseason.”

Somepeopleareclamouringforsportsto
resume,includingMr.Trump.Doyou
thinkthatisthecorrectimpulse?
There’sadifferencebetweenanimpulse

andwhatyou’regoing todo.Youdon’thave
to act on every impulse. I would love to be
able to have all sports back. But as a health
officialandaphysicianandascientist, Ihave
tosay,rightnow,whenyoulookatthecoun-
try,we’renotreadyforthatyet.Wemightbe
ready,dependinguponwhatthesportis.But
rightnow,we’renot.NYT

AnthonyFauci,theleadingpublichealthexpertonUSPresidentDonaldTrump’s
coronavirustaskforce,saidthatreturnofsportsmusthappengradually.Reuters

How suspension of obligations through
force majeure can mitigate losses
Whatisforcemajeure?
It’saneventbeyondthecontrolofaparty;

something that couldnot be foreseen at the
time of entering into an agreement - in the
present circumstances, the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Isthepandemicaforcemajeureevent?
Totrigger theclause, theBCCIwillhaveto

provethatitwasn’tjustinconvenient,butim-
possible,forthemtoholdthetournamentbe-
causeofeventsbeyondtheircontrol.According
tolawyerAnishDayal,whospecialisesinsports
lawandhasadvisedonIPLcontracts,thepres-
ent situation– theCOVID-19pandemic and
the government imposed lockdown – “is
clearlyaneventof forcemajeure”.

Whathappensifforcemajeureisinvoked?
ItwillgiveIPLstakeholders–BCCI,broad-

casters, franchises, players, andadvertisers –
temporary reprieve as theywouldno longer
betieddownbytheircontractualobligations.
Thiscanpossiblyhelpthepartiesarriveatane-
gotiated settlement by coming to the table
with a clean slate, not burdened by strict
clauses.“Forcemajeureallowsthesuspension
ofobligationsandthiswillhelpboth,theBCCI
andfranchises,tomutuallydiscussmitigation
of thelossarising,”Dayalsays.

WhathappenstotheBCCI-Stardeal?
The fate of this deal hasworried all IPL

stakeholders themost. As is the casewith all
sportingleagues,itisthemediarightsrevenue
thatkeepscricket’s biggestbrandrunning. In
2017,StarIndiaboughtthebroadcastingrights
of the tournamentandpromisedtopayBCCI
`16,347.50croreoverfiveyears.Earlierthisyear,

aspartofthedeal,thebroadcastingbehemoth
alreadypaidBCCI close to `1,500 crore–half
of thisseason’sinstallment.
Onthefaceofit,incasethe“forcemajeure”

clausecomesintoplayandIPLgetscancelled,
theBCCIwillhavetorefundtheadvancepay-
menttoStar.However,itisopentointerpreta-
tion.ChancesaretheBCCImight justreturna
partoftheadvancebringingintheimagerights
clause. Those in the know
also say that there is also a
possibility that the amount
couldbecarriedovertonext
yearandconsideredasanad-
vancefornextseason.

WillStargetanextrayearincasethis
seasoniscancelled?
That'sthebest-casescenarioforStarinthe

presentcircumstances.Expertssaythatincase
thetournamentdoesnot takeplacethisyear,
Season13canbeconsidereda ‘zeroyear’. An
extra yearwouldmeanStar getting another
seasontorecoveritslosses.

Willthefranchiseshavetopaytheplayers
if theseasoniscancelled?
Thefranchise-playercontracthastwomain

paymentconditions:theplayerneedstopass
a fitness testandhastogetabonafideno-ob-
jection certificate from national boards.
According to those in theknow, the contract
doesnotcontemplatecancellationofaseason.
Inanormalseason,afranchisehastopay60

percentofaplayer’sfeebyApril30.Sofar,none
of theplayers havebeenpaid for the season.
However,if theseasoniscancelledbecauseof
thepandemic,thefranchiseswillprobablynot
have topay theplayers. “The cancellationof

theIPLbytheBCCIislikelytobetreatedasforce
majeure in the context of player contracts.
Unless theBCCIdecidesotherwise, payment
obligations toplayerswill stand suspended,”
saysnotedlawyerNandanKamath.

Whathappensiftheseasonispostponed
andtruncated?
According toVidushpat Singhania,man-

agingpartnerofKridaLegal,
if the IPL is postponed “the
player can still performhis
duty,whichmeansthefran-
chiseswill have to pay the
playerhisfull fees”.

Incaseofatruncatedseason,itwilldepend
onwhether there is a clause relating to vari-
ablepay.However,itislikelythattherewillbe
apaycutacrosstheboard–fromplayersalaries
tobroadcastpayments–incasetheIPLseason
isshortenedand/orheldbehindcloseddoors.
AsperapaperproducedbyKamath’sfirm

LawNK,broadcastersmightalsofacere-nego-
tiationandrefundrequests fromtheir adver-
tisers,whohave alreadybooked spots. This
meansthat theadvertisementsales foraspe-
cific period (for example, a mobile phone
launchor summer-specificproducts)mayno
longerberelevantifthetournamentisheldin,
say,October. “In such scenarios, theymaybe
forcedtorenegotiateonexistingbookings,rates
andpackages,”Kamathsays.Anotherpredica-
mentStarcouldfaceisthedropinadvertising
spendinginthecomingmonths.Accordingto
reports, before the crisis hit, thebroadcaster
wassellinga10-secondadvertisementslotfor
`13-14 lakhs. The slowdown could impact
theseestimatesincasethetournamentisheld
thisyear. MIHIRVASAVDA

SIMPLY
PUT

‘Don’t have to act on impulse... we are not ready to have all sports back’
DR ANTHONY FAUCI

‘Difficult’ to
host Olympics if
pandemic not
contained: Abe

AGENCEFRANCE-PRESSE
TOKYO, APRIL 29

JAPANESEPRIMEMinisterShinzoAbesaidon
WednesdaythattheTokyoOlympicscouldnot
take place next year unless the coronavirus
pandemic is contained, as thecity'sgovernor
calledforanextensionofthenationwidestate
of emergency. The International Olympic
CommitteeandtheJapanesegovernmentlast
monthpostponed theGamesuntil July2021
becauseofthecoronaviruscrisis.Withtheepi-
demic'sworldwideinfectionrateclimbingand
expertssuggestingavaccineisalongwayoff,
doubtshavebeenraisedaboutthechancesof
holdingthehugeeventnextyear.
"We've been saying the Olympic and

ParalympicGamesmustbeheldinacomplete
form,inthatathletesandspectatorscanallpar-
ticipatesafely. Itwouldbe impossible tohold
theGamesinsuchacompleteformunlessthe
coronaviruspandemiciscontained,"Abesaid
inresponsetoanoppositionlawmaker.
Abe's summaryof the situationwas later

underlinedbyIOCPresidentThomasBach.
"The IOC fully agreeswith thepositionof

PrimeMinisterAbe,"Bachsaidinresponseto
aquestionfromReuters."Fromtheverybegin-
ningofthiscrisis,weestablishedtheprinciple
that theOlympic andParalympicGames can
only be organised in a safe environment for
everyone involved. This principle has driven
all our decisions so far, andwe remain com-
mittedtoitinthefuture."Abehasstakedpart
ofhislegacyasJapan'slongest-servingpremier
onholding theGames andwashoping for a
boom in tourism and consumer spending.
Japanhasgatheredsome$3billionindomes-
ticsponsorship,anOlympicrecord,andspent
closeto$13billiononpreparations.
The primeminister said onWednesday

thattheOlympics"mustbeheldinawaythat
showstheworldhaswonitsbattleagainstthe
coronavirus pandemic," and cautioned that
Japanshould"braceforaprotractedbattle".
Tokyo confirmed 47 new infections on

Wednesday.Thenationaltallystandsat13,895
infections, including 413 deaths, national
broadcasterNHKsaid.
Abe'scommentsechoedstatementsmade

byother senior Japanese officials thisweek.
Tokyo2020presidentYoshiroMoritoldNikkan
Sports onTuesday that theGameswouldbe
"scrapped"iftheycouldnottakeplacein2021.
TheheadoftheJapanMedicalAssociation

(JMA),YoshitakeYokokura, toldanewsbrief-
ingonTuesday that "unless aneffective vac-
cine is developed, I expect hosting the
Olympicswillbedifficult.”

Aspartof their2020obligation,
StarhasalreadypaidtheBCCI
approximately`1,500croreas
anadvanceforthisseason’s IPL.
Those intheknowsaythat in
thecaseof cancellation,andthe
enforcementof ‘forcemajeure’,
BCCI isexpectedtoreturnapart
oforthefulladvancepayment.

BOOKIE INSHAKIBCASEBANNED
ICC handed a 2-year ban to Deepak Agarwal, a franchise owner
in the 2018 T10 League held in the UAE, after he admitted to
obstructing an ongoing investigation. The Indian businessman
was named as the man involved in Bangladesh all-rounder
Shakib Al Hasan getting banned last year .

We'vebeensayingtheOlympicand
ParalympicGamesmustbeheld ina
completeform, inthatathletesand
spectatorscanallparticipate
safely. Itwouldbeimpossibleto
holdtheGamesinsuchacomplete
formunlessthecoronavirus
pandemic iscontained.”

SHINZOABE, JAPANPRIMEMINISTER

New Delhi
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