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78 DISTRICTS HAVE HAD NO NEW CASE IN LAST 14 DAYS: GOVT

One month of lockdown: Covid spread
widens, but concentrated in same areas
CORONA COUNT

Cox and Kings:
Audit uncovers
siphoning of crores,
fudging of records
and bogus sales
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DEATHS

THE COX &
KINGS DOSSIER

4,325 RECOVERED
5,00,542 samples have
been tested as on April 23
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Forty-five recovered patients leave the Covid care centre at Ajwa ITI institute in Vadodara. Bhupendra Rana

Centre freezes DA/DR Maharashtra sees highest daily
increase for staff till July jump, Minister tests positive
2021, states may follow EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

DETERIORATING REVENUE positioninthebackdropof thepandemic-induced economic shutdown has forced the central
government to put on hold increment in dearness allowance
(DA) for 48 lakh central government employees and 65 lakh
pensioners till July 2021.
The Finance Ministry
Thursdaysaidithasdecidedthat
additional instalment of DA
payable to central government
employees and dearness relief
(DR)tocentralgovernmentpensioners due from January 1,
2020, shall not be paid. While
the increase is being held back,
DA and DR at current rates will
continue to be paid.

E

E X P L A I NE D

ONE MONTH into the national
lockdown, the coronavirus outbreak has spread to more than
half the total number of districts
across the country, but remains
concentrated in the same areas,
ananalysisofofficialfiguresshow.
The figures show that while
districts on the COVID-19 map
have more than doubled in the
last three weeks — from 211 districts on April 1 to 429 on April
22 — the heavy load remains
confined to 12 administrative
districts that recorded over 200
cases each.
Infact,these12accountedfor
over 50 per cent of the 18,985
casesforwhichdistrict-wisestatistics have been made available
by the Union Health Ministry.
Thedataalsoshowsthatonly
24 districts have recorded more
than 100 positive cases each.
Signallingthethinspreadinother
areas,223districtshaverecorded
lessthan10caseseachwhile182
others recorded double digits.
When it comes to urban centres, at least 13 accounted for
well over half the number of
cases: Mumbai, Ahmedabad,
Indore, Pune, Jaipur, Hyderabad,
Thane, Surat, Chennai, Bhopal,
Agra, Jaipur and Delhi.
Meanwhile, NITI Aayog CEO
Amitabh Kant revealed that the

Creates
more elbow
● room

GIVEN THAT the pandemic is straining government finances, this freeze
will lead to an estimated
saving of Rs 37,530 crore
in the current financial
year and 2021-22 — creating room for stepping up
expenditure on health
and welfare measures. If
states follow the Centre,
which they do, the savings
will be Rs 82,566 crore.
Governmentsourcessaidthe
savings on account of freezing of
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Mamata hits the streets, speaks
directly to locked-down Kolkata

MUMBAI, APRIL 23

MAHARASHTRA THURSDAY
registered 778 new COVID-19
cases, the highest single-day
jump in numbers since the first
coronavirus case in the state in
the firstweek of March.Overthe
last fourdays alone, thestate has
registered 2,000 new cases, takingitstotalto6,427.Thestatehas
seen283deaths,14of themover
the past 24 hours.
Mumbai continued to add
the highest number of cases to
the state’s tally, registering 522
more over the past 24 hours —
also itshighestnumber fora day.
The total COVID-19 count in the
city now is 4,205, or 65% of
Maharashtra’s total, while six
more deaths on Thursday took
its toll to 137. BMC officials said
that included in Thursday’s
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AFTER U.S. FREEZES
WHO FUNDS, CHINA
STEPS IN — $30 MN
LET’S NOT SQUANDER
WHAT WE ACHIEVED,
SAYS MERKEL
PAGE 12

Mamata Banerjee at Moulali, Kolkata, Thursday. Partha Paul
Bengal is inside the SUV. “Barite
thakun, shustho thakun (stay indoors, stay healthy),” she says
into a mic in her hand, speaking
through a cloth mask that coversherface.“Thelockdownison.
Your shops are shut, you have no

work. You are suffering, but you
arecooperatingwithus.Aar kota
din korun, jotodin na aamra
shokole mile corona ke taracchi
(Please endure for a few more
days, until we are able to
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Housing Minister Jitendra
Awhad.Hewasadmitted tohospital on Tuesday night, 10 days
after he had put himself under
home quarantine after coming
in contact with a person who
tested positive for coronavirus.
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FARMERS ARE THE
UNSUNG WARRIORS
BY HARISH DAMODARAN
PAGE 8

From top: Anil Khandelwal,
Peter Kerkar and
Rana Kapoor
Bank Ltd when co-founder Rana
Kapoor was heading it.
Yes Bank has an exposure of
more than Rs 2,267 crore to Cox
& Kings Group. Last month, Ajay
AjitPeterKerkarwassummoned
for questioning by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) in
connection with the money
laundering case against Kapoor.
Kapoor, currently lodged in
jail, is accused of taking kickbacks in lieu of granting loans to
several companies that have
now defaulted on repayments.
Theforensicaudithasalleged
that most of the related party
transactionsof Cox&Kingswere
executed without “proper approvals”fromitsboardandwithout any loan agreement.
The investigation has found

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Congress tells Govt
to ease ‘devastating’
lockdown, let states
Complaints against PDS
plan
own
roadmaps
dealers in Jharkhand,

ABHISHEK ANGAD
& SANTOSH SINGH

KOLKATA, APRIL 23
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count were 297 cases diagnosed
by private labs between April 20
and April 21.
The previous largest singleday jump for Mumbai was on
April 19, with 456 cases.
Among those who tested
positive was Maharashtra

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Bihar amid food crisis

RAVIK BHATTACHARYA
& ATRI MITRA
IT’S 4 PM on Thursday, and a
white SUV is parked at Moulali
in central Kolkata — normally
one of the city’s busiest street
junctions,nowdeserted.Afamiliar voice rings through the
neighbourhood, amplified by
loudspeakers perched on lamp
posts up to a radius of perhaps
half a kilometre.
“AamiMamataBanerjee(Iam
Mamata Banerjee),” it echoes in
the silence of the lockdown.
“Aapnader kaachhe eshechhi; aamay khoma korun aapnader
saathe dekha korte parchhina,
gaadi theke naamte parchhi na (I
havecometoyou;forgivemefor
not being able to get out of the
car to meet you).”
The Chief Minister of West

A queue for food near Katraj in Pune. Pavan Khengre

TRANSACTIONS
WORTH
Rs 21,000 crore over four years
(2015-2019) done mainly to
siphon off funds; falsifying
records; a Rs 1,100-crore loan
froma“brothertoabrother”that
violated basic fiduciary norms;
sales worth Rs 9,000 crore to
over 160 customers who are bogus or do not exist, inflated bank
balances and a string of defaults
— these are among a slew of alleged irregularities highlighted
in the forensic audit of bankrupt
travel firm Cox and Kings, The
Indian Express has learnt.
Records of the audit, done in
February
2020
by
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PWC)
at the behest of lender Yes Bank,
and official records accessed by
The Indian Express detailhowthe
company allegedly fudged
records and window-dressed its
figures.
CoxandKings,promotedand
controlled by Ajay Ajit Peter
Kerkarandhisfamily,wassentto
bankruptcy court in October
2019, after it defaulted on payments. While the promoter
groupowns12.20percentshares
in the company, the public owns
the remaining 87.80 per cent.
The travel and tour company
owesRs5,500croretobanksand
financial institutions and was
one of the top borrowers of Yes

EARLIERTHIS week,Jharkhand’s
grievance helpline 181 received
four calls from Palamu on a single day. All the callers had a similar complaint: though the state
had promised 70 kg rice in April,
their ration dealer in
Medininagarwasn’tgivingthem
the entire amount and had, in
fact, confiscated the ration cards
of 50 others. The details were
forwarded to the district supply
officer, who suspended the licence of the dealer and attached
the customers to another dealer.
In Jharkhand and Bihar, the
food crisis triggered by the lockdown has put a spotlight on an
old problem — leakages and cor-

MANOJ C G

NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

ruption in the the Public
Distribution System.
Almost a month into the
lockdown that began on March
25, 865 PDS dealers find themselves in the dock in Jharkhand
— 297 have had their licences
suspended, nine have had their
dealerships cancelled, 524 have
beenissuedshow-causenotices,
and 44 face FIRs. The numbers
are going up daily in the state
which has 25,445 PDS dealers
for 2.63 crore families.
To help people tide over the
lockdown, the Jharkhand governmenthadannounceddouble
ration — 70 kg rice — for card
holdersand10kgof riceto7lakh
people whose application for ration cards are pending.
Bihar,wherethegovernment
decided to give 5 kg rice and 1 kg

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

AHEAD OF Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s interaction
with chief ministers, the
Congress on Thursday said a
lockdown of “the present nature” was unsustainable and
cannotcontinue.Askingthegovernmenttocomeoutwitha“detailed exit strategy” in the 10
days left for this phase of the
lockdown to end on May 3, the
main opposition party accused
it of not taking any concrete
steps to revive the economy.
The party’s stance, formulatedatameetingoftheCongress
Working Committee (CWC), is
expected to be articulated by its
chief ministers during their interaction with the PM on
Monday. With the Centre sendingteamstoseveralOppositionruled states, apart from Madhya
Pradesh, to check alleged viola-

BUSINESS AS USUAL
BY UNNY

tions of lockdown norms, the
Congress also urged that states
be allowed to devise their own
plansandarguedagainsta“onesize-fits-all policy”.
Many leaders, including
Rahul Gandhi, stressed at the
CWC that the government must

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Chess greats face off online, webcams, arbiters to watch moves

SHIVANI NAIK &SANDIP G

MUMBAI, NEW DELHI, APRIL 23
A WELL-LIT room, smartly
placed roving webcams, a
screen-share setting on Skype,
an arbiter sitting remotely who
canalerttoanyout-of-placeambient sound, and oodles of trust.
These are the logistics of the
OnlineNationsCup,achesstournament that’s perhaps the highest profile sporting action at a
time when global travel is at a
standstill and all sporting action
has paused due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Between May 5 and 10, six

teams — Russia, USA, China,
India, best of Europe and Rest of
the World — with four players in
each, will go up against each
other in a double round-robin,
25-minute team event. With a
line-up of greats such as Gary
Kasparov,VladimirKramnikand
Viswanathan Anand, the online
tournament will play out in
what’s among the sport’s most
famous residential addresses.
Magnus Carlsen, the biggest
name in chess, is,however, hosting another online tournament
and will skip the Nations Cup.
While players and fans are
happythatatleastchesscanstay
afloat, the biggest test for the or-

ganisers and those overseeing
thecompetitionwillbetoensure
that the online setting leaves no
doubts about fair play, and
cheatingiscompletelyruledout.
For which, the Fédération
InternationaledesÉchecs(FIDE),
the governing body of international chess competitions, is
banking on reputations.
“It is an elite event. Only the
best players in the world. They
would never risk their reputation,” said David Llada of FIDE,
adding that the world body
woulddoeverythingtechnology
permits toguaranteethatconditions for the event are not corrupted by those participating.

Viswanathan Anand, Gary Kasparov and Vladimir Kramnik
are set to play in the Online Nations Cup

However, the online setting
will keep everyone on their
toes, given the sheer scope for
manipulation. “The players will
be playing from home. They are
required to have a couple of webcams, so the arbiters can see
their room and their computer
screen. These will be rapid
games, so there are no toilet
breaks. Chess.com also has
some anti-cheating systems
that are able to track, with a
high degree of reliability, when
a player is making too may
moves that coincide with the
engine’s recommendations. All
things combined, we can guarantee the conditions for the

event to be considered safe,”
Llada said.
Online chess is not a novelty
and, according to FIDE, an estimated 16 million games were
played online since the lockdown began. But this will be the
biggest event to take off on an
online platform.
R Anantharam, one of India’s
leadingchessarbiterswhoisalso
on the FIDE panel, said backroomworkforthemwillnowincludemonitoringeverymovefor
speed of reactions and patterns
and vetting them on anti-cheatingsoftwaretocheckforengineaided moves.
“At this high level, players

New Delhi

won’ttakerisks. Butas a governing body, we have to take all precautions. There are a couple of
checkingtools—onewhichflags
a move if the software suggests
theplayer’sanalysiscouldbeengine-aided. No one is naive to
think cheating doesn’t happen
inonlinechess;justthattechnology
catches
it,”
said
Anantharam, adding there have
beeninstancesof cashprizesbeing withdrawn after amateurs
were found cheating.
Anantharam, one of the
sharpest arbiters in the country,
said he once caught a player in
Kochi using “some kind of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Cox and Kings

that Cox and Kings gave Rs 1,100
crore to Alok Industries, a
stressed firm that went bankrupt in 2017, even as the travel
firm did not have any business
relationship with the company.
Significantly, when the loan
was given, the Chief Financial
Officer of Alok Industries was
Sunil Khandelwal, who is also
brother of Cox & Kings CFO Anil
Khandelwal.
Apart from this, in financial
year 2019 alone, Cox & Kings
loaned Rs 589 crore to at least 11
related parties “without executing loan agreements”.
“Prima facie it appears that
these loans have been granted
to related parties without obtaining
the
requisite
approvals/documentation,
which raises a suspicion that
these transactions have been
done with the intent of siphoning off funds,” said the investigation report.
Detailed emails with questions to Ajay Ajit Peter Kerkar,
Anil Khandelwal and Cox &
Kingsdidnotelicitanyresponse.
In 2017, Alok Industries was
senttothebankruptcycourtafter
it failed to repay Rs 29,500 crore
tobanksandfinancialinstitutions,
including the State Bank of India.
ThecompanywasacquiredbyJM
FinancialandRelianceIndustries
Ltd for Rs 5,050 crore in 2019
throughthecorporateinsolvency
resolution process.
The audit report on Cox &
Kings has alleged that the company indulged in “falsification”
of its financial statements between 2014 and 2019 by “overstating its sales figures and understating its debt”. It has also
highlighted several “fictitious”
transactions of the firms.
Consider its key findings:
* Between 2014 and 2019,
the company made sales of Rs
5,278 crore to 147 bogus customers. Of these, at least 141 are
not registered with the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) department. At least six customers
have listed the GST registration
number for Cox and Kings as
their own registration number.
* Between 2016 and 2019,
Cox & Kings made a substantial
portionof itsRs3,908croresales
from 15 customers, who allegedlyarenon-existent.Aphysical verification of the addresses
of these customers found that
thesewereresidentialaddresses
and no travel agencies ever operated from these places.
* While the ledgers of Cox &
Kings have recorded collections
of Rs 2,548 crore from these 15
customers, the money was not
traced in its bank accounts as no
actual funds were received by
Cox&Kings.BetweenApril2014
and June 2015, Cox & Kings
recorded sales of Rs 250-Rs 260
crore against each of these 15
customers. All these transactions were “curiously” recorded
only on the last day of the
month.
* For FY 2019, the company
disclosed cash and bank balances of Rs 723 crore and Rs
1,830 crore on standalone and
consolidated levels respectively.
Despite this, the company kept
ondefaultingonloanrepayment
sinceJune2019,indicatingthatit
had inflated its cash and bank
balances, which led to manipulationof itsfinancialstatements.
* For FY 2019, Cox& Kings reportedthetotaldebtof thecompany at Rs 2000 crore, whereas
the standalone debt of the company was Rs 3600 crore. Apart
fromthis,acreditcarddebtof Rs
750 crore was not disclosed to
lenders, in violation of the disclosure norms.
In January, the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT),
that hears insolvency cases, restricted Ajay Ajit Peter Kerkar,
UrshilaKerkar,AnilKhandelwal,
threeotherdirectorsof thecompany and 16 employees from
leaving the country without the

permission of the court.
(Tomorrow: How a Cox and
Kings firm diverted loans to a
front company run by its own
employees)

Cong to Govt

allow economic activities to resume in non-hot stop zones.
Chief Ministers Ashok Gehlot
(Rajasthan), Amarinder Singh
(Punjab), Bhupesh Baghel
(Chhattisgarh)
and
V
Narayanasamy (Puducherry)
pointedoutthefinancialdistress
being faced by states and the
shortage of testing kits.
Inastatement,Congresspresident Sonia Gandhi said any extension of the kind of lockdown
in place now would be “even
more devastating”. “The lockdown continues. all sections of
oursocietycontinuetofaceacute
hardship and distress — particularly our farmers, farm workers,
migrant and construction workers.Trade,commerceandindustryhavecometoavirtualhaltand
crores of livelihoods destroyed.”
Former PM Manmohan
Singhsaidthesuccessofthelockdown will be judged finally on
theabilitytotackletheepidemic,
and that cooperation between
the Centre and states was key.
Rahul said it was time to
think of transition from a complete lockdown to lockdown
only in hot zones and commencementof activitiesingreen
zones.
The resolution adopted by
theCWCsaidstatesmustbeempowered to “devise solutions
tailored to their unique situations and challenges” and arguedthat“thefightmustbebottom-upinsteadof thetop-down,
one-size-fits-all policy currently
on display”.
The resolution also asked
why the Economic Task Force
announced by the PM a month
ago does not appear to have
come out with a plan yet. It
asked the government to utilise
the remaining lockdown period
for“preparationandpublication
of a detailed exit strategy and a
comprehensiveroadmapforthe
future to substantially increase
health infrastructure capacityto
deal with the pandemic and to
revive the economy and protect
current levels of employment
and wages/income”.
The CWC also reiterated
manyof thedemandsmadeearlier — like giving statesadequate
financialsupport,releasingtheir
full share of the GST collected so
far, allowing them greater fiscal
space to borrow, providing direct cash transfer and food
grains to the poor, complete
moratorium on agricultural and
other loans for at least one year
along with complete interest
subvention and a sector-specific
package for MSMEs.
The party asked the government to frame a policy to ensure
return of migrant workers to
their home states and the
Indians stranded abroad, while
taking adequate precautions.
Baghel, among others, raised
thisissue.Rahulsaidthegovernment should accord first prioritytothis,whilePChidambaram
calledforahumanepolicykeeping the migrants in mind.
The Congress felt that India
was lagging in establishing a robust and accurate testing
regime.
The party resolution as well
as Sonia’s statement also accused the BJP of spreading “the
virus of communal prejudice
and hatred” and “seeking to inflame communal divisions”, using the pandemic.
Sources said the Congress
leadership is worried over the
political fallout of the attempts
at communal polarisation — be
it over the Palghar lynchings or
the Tablighi Jamaat links to
many of the coronavirus cases.
Many leaders, both young
and old, expressed dismay to
The Indian Express over the

Frontline workers are
at risk, and it’s not just
from COVID-19

Duetothelockdown,theflowofdonorswhoregularlyvisitedtheorphanagetogivefundsandessentialitems
hascompletelystoppedformostorphanages.

One month of lockdown: Spread
widens but case load on same areas
weekly doubling rate — the
timetakenforthecasestodouble — has shifted from a low of
3.54 days a month ago to 10.13
days now. In other words,
while the numbers have
mounted since the lockdown
came into force on March 24,
the pace of the outbreak appears to have moderated.
The government said that
78 districts on the virus map
did not record any fresh casein
the last 14 days — of these, it
said, 12 districts reported no
new case in the last 28 days. A
majorityof these,however,appear to be low case-load districts. For instance, a comparison of the Health Ministry’s
district-wise data with that of
April 6 shows that at least 54
districts did not see any jump
in cases — of these, 49 had less
than 10 cases.
With India’s case count
reaching 21,700 Thursday,
with a recovery rate of about
19.8%, AIIMS director and top
pulmonologist Dr Randeep
Guleria called for voluntary
testingbyallthosewithflu-like
symptoms to prevent unnecessary delays in treatment.
Guleria’s call to those with
“ILI (influenza-like illness)”
symptoms signalsa shift in the

government’s focus, which so
far has been on those who displayed COVID-19 symptoms,
and hadtravel and contact history with positive cases.
Currently, the ICMR’s strategyfocussesontestingof those
with ILI symptoms — fever,
cough, sore throat, runny nose
— only in hotspots or clusters
and in large migration or evacuee centres.
Guleria, who is a member
of the empowered group on
medical facilities and strategy
for COVID-19, also appealed
against stigmatisation so that
people with such symptoms
can get tested.
“We have to work on this
strategy...If youtestearly,treatment is started early and that
can save your life. If you come
gasping for breath, it will lead
to higher mortality.Itisimportant to encourage everyone to
seek medical attention, get
themselves tested. We have
ramped up testing to a large
extent, there is no shortage...
we should be able to support
all those people who need to
be tested,” Guleria said at the
government’s media briefing.
“The stigma is not justified.
It is causing increased mortality and morbidity. Many pa-

tients who have flu-like symptoms are not coming to health
facilities or are coming late
withbreathlessness,leadingto
higher mortality when many
could have been saved by oxygen,” he said.
Speaking to The Indian
Express later, Guleria said, “We
are advocating voluntary testing for all those with ILIs. The
experience from Mumbai
shows that many of the patientscametothehospitallate.
That is why it is important that
the stigma is removed.”
The Indian Express had reported on April 15 that an
analysis of the first 50 COVID19 deaths in Mumbai showed
that just over half of them died
within hours or a day of hospitalisation. In almost half of
these cases that led to deaths,
the patients tested positive after or just before their death.
According to the Health
Ministry’slatestfigures,Indiareported 1,229 new cases and 34
deaths in the last 24 hours, takingtheoveralltollto686.About
19.8% patients — 4,324 — have
recovered from the disease.
At the media briefing earlier, C K Mishra, environment
secretary who heads the empowered group on medical in-

frastructure, made a global
comparison of where countries stood by the time they
had conducted 5 lakh tests.
HesaidthattheUSreached
the mark on March 26 with
80,000cases,ItalyonMarch31
with 100,000 cases, UK on
April 20 with 120,000 cases
and Turkey on April 16 with
80,000 cases.
India had tested 5,00,542
samplesbyThursdaymorning,
he said, from just 14,915 tests
on March 23.
“If we make a comparison,
we seem to be doing well with
ourstrategy,whichisintensely
focussed on areas of high positivity — of course, countries
like South Korea have done
better.Thisshowsthatourtesting strategy has been targeted
andcontinuestoexpand.It’san
evolvingstrategy,wearelearning every day and as we are
learningweareexpanding...we
willexpanditagaininfutureas
thescaleof thechallengekeeps
changing,” Mishra said.
He said that India’s positivity percentage has remained
constant at around 4%. “Which
shows we are on the right track
but we are conscious that we
needtorampuptestingandwill
continue to do that,” he said.

Centre freezes DA/DR hike for staff till July 2021
these instalments of DA and
DR to central government employees and pensioners would
be Rs 37,530 crore in the current financial year and 202122.
“The unprecedented situationarisingfromtheCOVID-19
pandemic has placed huge additional demands on government finances. There is need
for major increase in the expenditure on health as well as
on welfare measures for various affected sections of society
including the poor andvulnerable,” the sources said, justifying the decision.
CWC’sinabilitytocomeoutwith
a “credible political line” to
countertheBJPandfelttheparty
should resume normal political
activity. Some of the leaders felt
theCongressshouldfocusonthe
plight of migrant workers as a
counter to the communal propaganda.

PDS complaints

pulses for three months as lockdown relief, too, has received
several complaints of dealers
shortchanging PDS beneficiaries.
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister
Sushil Kumar Modi told The
Indian Express that the state has
so far suspended licences of
about 200 dealers. “We have
been receiving complaints from
panchayats andhaveformed inspectionteams.E-PoSmachines
have minimised corruption in
PDS, but we are alert,” he said.
Santosh Rai of Sarra panchayat in Madhubani said, “All
of us got 4 kg rice instead of 5 kg.
The dealer collected our cards
and made an entry of 5 kg in
each card.” He said several people had complained against the
dealer but no action was taken
against him.
Additional Chief Secretary of
Jharkhand Arun Singh said action was being taken against the
dealers.“We cannot simply cancel the dealership at this point that will lead to a bigger crisis.
Wherever we get any complaint
we are acting against the deal-

Since states generally followthecentralgovernmenton
DA and DR decisions, it is expected that states may announce similar decisions. It is
estimated that the savings on
suspension of these instalments of DA and DR of state
government employees and
pensioners will be Rs 82,566
crore, the sources said. The 4
per cent DA hike for central
government employees was
announced last month effective from January 1, 2020.
Slowing tax and non-tax
revenues have strained government finances, even as
ers,” he said.
Admitting to “problems”,
Israil Ansari, who owns a PDS
shop in Ranchi’s Kanke block,
said dealers should be given a
“fixed compensation”. “Every
month, I gets 100 quintals of ration.TheJharkhandgovernment
has asked me to charge Re 1 for
a kg of rice, which means I get a
commission of Rs 10,000 a
month. But it is only on paper. I
have to pay the transporters
around Rs 1,000. I employ three
labourers for distribution and I
pay them Rs 5,000-6,000. I am
leftwithless3,000foramonth.”
In Bihar, dealers don’t get
commissionfordistributingfree
ration. For the regular stock, a
dealer gets a commission of 70
paiseperkgof grainandRe1per
litre kerosene of oil.
The
Jharkhand
Food
Commission suggested to the
government to emulate
Chhattisgarh and Odisha where
the ration is distributed by panchayats. In Odisha, around 75%
of fair price shops are managed
by Gram Panchayats and
Panchayat Executive Officer.

Mamata

together chase away corona).”
“It will only be possible with
your cooperation,” she pleads.
Sarkar aapnar paashe aachhe
(The government stands with
you).”
Atatimewhenshefacescriticism from both the Opposition
and the Governor of her state

there are demands of economic stimulus to protect the
economy from entering into
recession. While there are
doubtsonaggressivestakesale
plans given the slump in stock
markets, net direct tax collections had contracted after 20
yearsin2019-20.During201920, the government faced a
shortfall of Rs 1.42 lakh crore
from the downward revised
target at Rs 10.27 lakh crore, a
decline of 9.6 per cent from
previous year’s collections.
Earlier this month, the
Union Cabinet had cleared a
30 per cent salary cut for all
who has even made allegations
about a “PDS scam”, and teams
sent by the Centre are checking
on her government’s handling
of the COVID-19 crisis, Banerjee
has decided to do what she does
best — hit the streets.
Everydayforthepastseveral
days,she has beenout in thecity
— travelling its length and
breadth, visiting neighbourhoods, especially those near the
coronavirus hotspots that have
been sealed. She has been
speakingintothemic,directlyto
thepeople—askingthemtostay
in, advising them to reach out to
the police if needed, and underlining the do’s and dont’s that
are essential to check the spread
of the disease.
She has been hands-on, personally drawing circles on the
road to ensure peoplefollowthe
norms of social distancing in
markets, visiting ration shops,
and speaking to conservancy
workers.
“We have never seen a lockdownlikethis,andwearegrateful to you for your cooperation
as you face hardships,” she says
repeatedly. “Please wear a mask
and maintain social distancing.
Wash your hands frequently. If
youhave symptomslikefeveror
respiratory problems, do not
hide them. Contact the police.”
She is accompanied by the
Mayor of Kolkata, Firhad Hakim,
and Police Commissioner Anuj
Sharma.Aboutanhourbeforeshe
arrivedinMoulali,arrangements
wereputinplace.Themovement

MPs, including the Prime
Minister and Union Ministers,
for a year. It also decided to
suspend
all
MPLADS
(Members of Parliament Local
Area Development Scheme)
funds — under which each
elected MP gets Rs 5 crore annually for development work
in his/her constituency — for
two financial years starting
April 1. The money from the
MPLADS funds — nearly Rs
8,000 crore — will go to the
Consolidated Fund of India
which, the government had
said, will be used in the battle
against COVID-19.
ofvehicleswasrestricted,andpolicemen were stationed in the
neighbourhoodlanesandstreets.
A vehicle mounted with a board
displayingCOVIDdo’sanddon’ts
andapictureoftheChiefMinister
was parked to one side of the
crossing.
“Leaveallyourworriestous,”
Banerjee says, first in Bengali
and then in Hindi. “If you have
symptoms,visit MRBangur, our
special COVID hospital. You will
be treated there and you will get
well. So many people have recovered. Those with critical ailmentslikeaheartorkidneycondition are at greater risk. If you
think you have been in touch
with an infected person, alert
theauthorities andstay athome
or at our quarantine centre for
14 days. So far, it is mostly family
members who have been infected. So you have to take care.”
After about 45 minutes at
Moulali, she is ready to move.
She lowers her windowpane
and asks mediapersons not to
stand close to each other. “Keep
some space between yourselves,” she says, as the convoy
of over a dozen vehicles, including those belonging to the media, starts moving. She heads towards South Kolkata, through
Theatre Road, Alipore, to Behala
Chowrasta.
By the time she reaches her
destination, a light rain has
started to fall. She begins speaking,aboutthevirusandtheneed
totaketherightprecautions,but
also about festivals and people’s

Detailing the pressures frontline workers
are facing—being attacked, mental distress,
working while sick—and how a new
ordinance is meant to protect them

everyday problems.
“Ramzan is here. I wish you
well for the month of Ramzan
(which began on Thursday
evening),” she says. “I also wish
everyone a happy Poila
Boishakh (Bengali New Year,
which was on April 14). Our
homes are now our temple, our
mosque, our church and our
gurdwara. We cannot celebrate
any festivals now. Let us celebrate in our homes,” she says.
“Do you have any problems?
Do you have enough food? Is
anyone in your family sick?
Please contact the local police;
they will help you. We are givingfreerations.Butpleasemaintain social distancing when you
goto getyourrations.And when
you return, wash your clothes,
and even your chappals.”
Over the past three days, the
Chief Minister has visited
Rajabazar,
Park
Circus,
Kidderpore, Tiljala, and
Ballygunge Phanri. In sealed-off
areas like Rajabazar, her car
stood outside the barricades,
while she spoke to the people.
Mamata’s outreach to the
peoplehasbeencriticisedbythe
Opposition, including the BJP.
“She is visiting neighbourhoods, speaking into a microphone. This proves that the administration and her party have
no one else to do the job. It is
only her. This is also her votebank politics, a political gimmick. She and her administration have not only failed to
combat COVID, they have actually made it worse by suppressing facts and trying to resist central teams,” Rahul Sinha,
nationalsecretaryof theBJP,told
The Indian Express.
But Mamata continues to
play to her strength. Long after
she has left for her Kalighat residence, her message continues
to echo in the locked down city
— a recording of her speeches is
playedbytheKolkataPoliceover
loudspeakers.

Chess greats

transmissions through a
Bluetooth
device”.
An
International Master is known
to have once used the pretext of
aweakbladdertotakehelpfrom
his phone hidden in a dustbin.
“It’ll be best if cameras used
for the FIDE event have audio
feeds. As an arbiter of online
games, one would need to observeplayers’movementstosee
if they are checking tools as well
as their computer screens to
make it foolproof,” he said.
While stressing that no top
players will attempt cheating,
GM Dibyendu Barua added that
safetymeasureswereimportant
so that “no one can blame anyone later”.
“Keeping the webcam on for
the whole duration, a well-lit
room and supervision will happen, of course,” he said, adding
that he has heard of mobile devices being used for cheating at
lower rungs.
Chennai-based R B Ramesh,
a former player and current
coach,saidtheshortertimecontrols (25-minute rapid) don’t
lend themselves to any hankypanky.“With technology, cheating can be curtailed in blitz
games. But if it’s longer formats,
with 300-400 playing, it’s tough
tomonitor.Butthat’swhyonline
tournaments are not rated officially and FIDE has software like
the plagiarism tracker, so to
some extent you can mitigate
cheating,” he said.
He insisted that both video
and audio cameras need to be
live, to erase suspicion of someone standing off camera and
suggesting moves. “One can’t
obviously say definitively that
cheating doesn’t happen online,
just the chances here are very
low,” he said.
Thelastwordofwisdomisreserved for multiple world champion Viswanathan Anand.
Offeringaninsightintothefuture,

New Delhi

hesaidwhileonlinechesssimplifies a lot of things for the organisers — travel and venue and other
minorpracticalaspects-hehoped
the virtual version wouldn’t becomethenorm.“Ithasturnedout
very useful in this situation.
Havingsaidthat,thewholeworld
hopes that we are not living with
coronaforthenext10years.Hope
itwouldnotbecomenecessaryto
play online all the time. For the
moment,itkeepsusgoing.”

Maharashtra

Sources close to the NCP
leader said he was moved to a
privatehospitalafterdeveloping
fever. A hospital spokesperson
said his condition was stable.
After Mumbai, Pune, which
remains the second worst-hit in
the state, saw five deaths while
one death each occurred in
Nandurbar, Navi Mumbai and
Dhule. In Nandurbar, a 32-yearold trader died on Wednesday
night, within a day of testing
positive. Of the state’s 6,427
cases,over120,oraround2%,are
critical.
Of the 14 who died on
Thursday, three were under 40
years of age, nine between 4059, and two above 60. Seven of
them also had diabetes, hypertension,asthmaorheartdisease.
The Inter-Ministerial Central
Team, dispatched by the Centre
to assess the efforts being taken
by Mumbai to fight COVID-19,
told the government on
Thursdaytotakemeasurestoreducethedoublingrateandmortality rate. The doubling rate in
Maharashtraisatpresent7days,
and the death rate 4.5%. In
Mumbai, the death rate is 4%.
The team said efforts should be
made to increase the doubling
time to 10 days, according to a
senior state government official
present at meetings with the
Central officials.
At a video conference with
ChiefMinisterUddhavThackeray,
the Central team asked the state
governmenttocreatequarantine
facilitiesawayfromslumsforpeoplelivinginthoseareas,citingthe
threat posed by the use of same
public toilets.
According to a statement issued by the CM’s office, the
Central team led by Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Food
ProcessingIndustry,ManojJoshi
specifically talked about
Dharavi. The statement said
Joshi also told the state government to increase its capacity of
institutional quarantine and
carry out more focused tests.
The five-member Central
team that has been in Mumbai
for the past three days also said
private hospitals and nursing
homes should not refuse treatment to non-COVID patients.
Thackeray asked the state
administration to implement
the suggestions immediately,
and told BMC to publicise information regarding COVID and
non-COVID hospitals and fever
clinics.
Maharashtra has collected
over 96,000 samples for testing,
while over a lakh people are under quarantine. Of them, 8,702
remain in institutional quarantine. The government said it had
streamlined its treatment protocolto keepbeds for critical patients free. While the state has
2,509 ventilators, it has placed
orders for 2,000 more.
Officials said Maharashtra is
running 944 camps for migrant
labourers, providing them food,
shelter and mental counselling.
A state official said 46,436
labourers had been counselled
about coronavirus. “Those who
haveseriousmentalillnessesare
being admitted for treatment,”
an official said.
Amongthosewhopresentat
the video conference with the
CentralteamwerePublicHealth
Minister Rajesh Tope, Chief
Secretary Ajoy Mehta and the
municipal commissioners of
Mumbai and Pune.
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FRISKING, SOCIAL DISTANCING NORMS PROPOSED FOR AIRPORT TOO

CORONA

WATCH
‘Missing’
man from
Spain traced
New Delhi: Days after the
Lok Nayak Hospital administration reported a
SpanishCOVID-19patient
missing, he was found at a
quarantine centre in
Dwarka, police said on
Thursday.Accordingtopolice,themanwasshiftedto
the quarantine centre by
thehospitalandtheconfusionwastheresultofmissing paperwork.

‘Report if
landlords
forcing rent’

CISF’s Metro proposal: Mandatory Aarogya
Setu app, barring people with flu symptoms
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

TO ENSURE social distancing at
Metro stations and airports
once the lockdown is lifted, the
CISF has proposed frisking of
passengers using a metal detector from a distance of 2.5 metres, barring people with flulike symptoms from the
premises, and mandatory installation of Aarogya Setu app
on phones of commuters.
Compulsory face masks and
handwash points at the entry
are also among the recommendations.
A senior CISF official said
they have prepared a proposal

after discussing with various
stakeholders, and will implement it only after receiving the
consent of the ministries concerned.
“We have decided that our
security personnel will frisk using hand metal detectors after
maintaining a distance of 2.5
metres. And distance of a metre
will be maintained between
passengers waiting for screening. They will first ask them to
take out all their accessories and
will not touch them physically.
If they find anything suspicious
during frisking, they will again
ask the person concerned to
take out that specific material.
They will be allowed inside only
after proper frisking,” said CISF

The CISF has proposed frisking of passengers using a metal
detector from a distance of 2.5 metres. Renuka Puri

spokesperson Hemendra Singh.
Officials said all Metro passengers will have to take out
metallic items such as belts and
buckles before frisking and
keep them in their bags, which
will go through an X-ray scanner. Those without bags will be
allowed to put metallic items in
trays, as in the case of airport security.
Singh also said they will
conduct thermal screening of
all passengers at entry points of
airports and Metro stations.
“After screening, those found
with abnormal temperatures
and having a cold, cough and
other flu-like symptoms will
not be allowed to enter,” he said.
As of now, CISF personnel

3 arrested
for ferrying
76 migrants

SAKSHI DAYAL

GURGAON, APRIL 23

Gurgaon: Three people
have been arrested by
Gurgaon Police for trying
to transport 76 people, including women and children,fromLudhianatoUP
in a truck.

Hospital mess
shut down
New Delhi: The main
kitchen of Lok Nayak hospitalhasbeentemporarily
shut after the mess dietician tested positive for
coronavirus Wednesday.

2 patients on
plasma therapy
improving

2 more cases
in Gurgaon
Gurgaon: Two more people tested positive for
COVID-19 in Gurgaon
Thursday, bringing the total cases to 47. ENS

Police raid
Maulana Saad’s
UP farmhouse
New Delhi: Delhi Police’s Crime
Branch raided a farmhouse of
Tablighi Jamaat leader Maulana
Saad Kandhalvi in UP’s Shamli.
Kandhalvi has been booked for
organising a religious congregation in the capital last month, in
violation of COVID-19 lockdown
orders. Police have named six
others associated with the managementcommitteeof theAlami
MarkazBanglewaliMasjid,headquarters of the Jamaat. ENS

premises will be mandatorily
wearing masks. Hand sanitisation or washing facility will also
be available at the entry points,”
Singh said.
CISF has also proposed
keeping at least four personal
protective equipment (PPE)
suits at all Metro stations to
handle a suspected passenger
or baggage. "Four PPE suits will
be kept as standby. CISF personnel will wear regular uniforms
with full sleeves, gloves and
masks covering nose and
mouth. Friskers and X-ray baggage screeners will wear additional face shields or visors to
protect their face, especially the
eyes, from exposure,” an official
said.

Another Asha
worker is beaten
while at work

New Delhi: Citing reports
of landlords allegedly
forcingtenantstopayrent
or face eviction, the Delhi
government has directed
aggrieved residents, including workers, migrant
labourersand students, to
report such instances to
police.

NewDelhi:Twopatientsat
Lok Nayak hospital who
have been administered
plasmatherapyareshowing improvement and
doctors are continuously
monitoring their condition.

are only on the lookout for antisocial elements, but the proposals suggests keeping a tab on
those found sneezing or coughing too.
CISF officials have also insisted on mandatory use of the
Aarogya Setu app by commuters. "Aarogya Setu app, with
inbuilt e-pass feature, could be
employed for identification of
suspected persons (having
COVID-19 infection). Persons
with high risks for both spreading as well as contracting infections should be discouraged
from using the Metro,” a senior
official said.
"We will ask our staff to
sanitise every two hours and all
persons entering airport/Metro

LONG WAIT
Children from a makeshift camp by the Yamuna receive food for their families from civil defence volunteers on Thursday. Tashi Tobgyal

Don’t embarass govt on
social media: GTB to staff
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

GURU TEGH Bahadur Hospital
hasdirectedheadsof variousdepartmentstoensurethathealthcarestaff oncoronavirusdutydo
not embarass the government
by highlighting on social media
some inevitable difficulties they
mayfacewhilecarryingouttheir
"national duty".
In an order on Tuesday, the
GTBhospitalmedicaldirectorDr
Sunil Kumar directed officials
fromvariousdepartments at the
hospital to ensure problems
faced by staff on COVID-19 duty
are quickly resolved.
He also directed the staff on
COVID-19dutythattoreportany
problems they face during work
to their duty roster controlling

officer. “(The staff) shall be furtheradvisedto refrainfromtalking to the media or use social
media platforms to make their
complaints public without first
bringing it to the knowledge of
theirconcernedduty-rostercontrolling officer as the same is
against the CCS (CCA) Conduct
Rules, 1965,” the MD said.
“The staff of COVID-19 duty
must also be remindedthat they
are doing a national duty and
some difficulties are inevitable,
whichshouldnotbehighlighted
in various social media as the
same may be very embarrassing
for the government," he added.
Speaking to The Indian
ExpressDrKumarsaid, “Thestaff
should first try and exhaust all
official channels (of help)... and
after that they are free to approach anyone.”

DSCI’s troubles continue as
one more staffer tests positive
SOMYALAKHANI

NEW DELHI, APRIL 23
A DAY after Delhi State Cancer
Institute (DSCI) restarted its OPD
servicesafterbeingshutforthree
weeks as 31 staffers and patients
had tested positive for coronavirus, a housekeeping supervisoratthehospitaltestedpositive
on Wednesday.
Ofthe32casesatthehospital,
27 are staffers, four are patients,
and one is a child of a nursing officer.DSCIdoesnothaveaCOVID19 ward. Two patients from the
hospital had died after contracting the virus.
Dr Pragya Shukla, nodal officeratDSCI,toldTheIndianExpress,
“The housekeeping supervisor

gave his sample on April 19 and
his result came on April 22. He is
asymptomatic, and is in a quarantine facility in Mandoli.”
On Thursday, 17 staffers of
DSCI who came in contact with
the housekeeping supervisor
were tested for coronavirus and
sent on quarantine. A hospital
source said, “The housekeeping
supervisor,who isinhis30s,gave
his sample on April 19 and was
askedtogoforquarantine,buthe
still reported for duty on April 20
and set up the OPD, which the
hospital restarted on April 21.
CCTVfootagehasbeenexamined
and so far 17 people at the hospital have been identified to have
come in contact with him.”
Early this month, The Indian
Express had reported how the

cancerinstitutehadreportedthe
highest number of coronavirus
positive cases among healthcare
workers,eventhoughitwasnota
COVID-19 hospital. Several nursingofficersandnursingorderlies
had alleged “carelessness by authorities” and that “no PPEs or
N95 masks were provided to the
staffers.”
On Thursday, a DSCI nursing
officeronconditionofanonymity,
said, “I joined work on Thursday
and was a bit nervous, especially
since Wednesday we found out
that a housekeeping supervisor
had tested positive. Thankfully,
we were all provided PPEs and
arrangementshavebeenmadeat
the entrance to divert patients
with coronavirus symptoms to
another hospital.”

AFTER AN Asha worker was
beaten up in Faridabad while
conducting a door-to-door coronavirus-related survey, a similar
incident was reported in Nuh on
Wednesday. This time, Asha
worker Sajeeda and her husband, the ward panch, were allegedly beaten up by a man and
his three sons. The anganwadi
worker accompanying them
managed to escape by hiding inside a resident’s home.
Police said the accused, Jaan
Mohammad and his sons, are
absconding. The alleged incident took place around 1 pm at
Luhinga Kalan village.
An FIR has been registered at
Punhana police station under
several IPC sections. “We are
conducting investigations to arrest the accused. We expect to
nab them within a day or two,”
said ASI Devi Singh, the investigating officer.
Speaking to The Indian
Express, Sajeeda alleged that the
men accused her and her team
of collecting data for the
National Register of Citizens and
beat them with sticks.
“Teams of three people have
been formed for the survey -the ward panch, anganwadi
worker, and an Asha worker. I
had gone there with my team.
However, members of one family refused to give us the information,” said Sajeeda.
She alleged the men first argued with them and then
grabbed their papers. “They beat
us up… the anganwadi worker
managed to sneak into another
resident’s house moments before they became violent… my
husband and I were both beaten
up,” alleged Sajeeda.
“My father-in-law owns a
hotel in the area. He came running on hearing the commotion, but the men beat him up
as well… We managed to run
and hide inside the house of another person. I called my supervisor who alerted police,” she
said.
Sajeeda, who has been an
Asha worker for two years,

claimed confrontations with
people during surveys are a regular occurrence, and have become even more common since
the virus outbreak.
“People often become angry
even when we go for normal
surveys. They are very suspicious, especially since the NRC
and CAA… Coronavirus has
made it even tougher because
everyone is on edge. Usually we
manage to explain things to
them calmly and get the information, but it was impossible
this time,” she said.
On Wednesday, Faridabad
Police Commissioner K K Rao
had warned that strict action
will be taken against anyone
found misbehaving with ASHA
workers.
The Asha Workers’ Union in
Faridabad meanwhile submitted a letter to the health department requesting that teams be
deployed to accompany them.
“We all go to the field on our
own every day… Things have
changed with coronavirus…
people are more frustrated and
tend to take out their aggression
against the government on our
workers,” said Hemlata Goyal,
district president of the Asha
Workers’ Union. She has been an
Asha worker since 2003, first in
rural areas and since 2014 in urban areas.
Sushila Chaudhary, an Asha
worker in the district, said, “We
leave our homes each day and
risk our health, roaming around
in the heat… we are doing it for
the benefit of the country and
the people we survey. Our families are concerned but I consider this my duty.”
A team accompanying workers, Chaudhary said, will make
things easier.
Officials from the health department said it is unlikely they
will be able to deploy teams to
accompany the workers. “Doorto-door surveys are something
the Asha workers carry out anyway. If there is any issue on any
day, our officials and their supervisors are always available
and supportive, but we lack the
manpower to send them out
with a team,” said an official
from the health department.

CORONA WARRIORS

Covid suspect needed surgery, AIIMS docs decided not to wait for result
ASTHA SAXENA

NEW DELHI, APRIL 23
ATMIDNIGHTonThursday,doctors at AIIMS receivedamessage
from the emergency departmentabouta35-year-oldfarmer
from Bihar — a suspected coronavirus patient — who needed
surgery.
The man, who had a lifethreatening disease, was
brought to the hospital by his
brother at 10.30 pm. He was in
acutepainandhisconditionwas
deteriorating with each passing

minute.
Within an hour, a team was
formedtooperateonthepatient.
By 6 am on Thursday, the operation had been conducted successfully.
Ateamcomprisingtwoanesthetists, three doctors from the
department of surgery, a nursing staff, an OT technician, and a
floororderlywas formedtotreat
the patient.
The man was suffering from
peritonitis – caused by a leakage
or hole in the intestines, such as
from a burst appendix. Instead
of waiting for the coronavirus

test result, the medical team decided to operate on him first as
his condition was critical. The
patient tested on negative
Thursday evening.
“His condition was extremely serious. We had to give
him inotropic support to maintain BP levels. He had cough,
fever, and breathlessness — all
symptoms hinting towards
COVID-19. But waiting for the
result would have put his life at
risk as he was already terminally ill,” said Dr Abhishek Singh
from the department of anesthesia, who was part of the

A team was formed to operate on the patient within an hour

team. The patient was shifted to
the main OT COVID-19 complex
for surgery. The entire team
donned PPE gear. The operation
lasted five hours and he was
shifted to the suspected COVID19 patients’ ward.
Peritonitis is usually infectious and often life-threatening.
Symptoms usually include pain,
tenderness, rigid abdominal
muscles, fever, nausea and vomiting. Antibiotics are almost always required, along with surgery or drainage.
“Inthefirsthourofsurgery,the
anaesthesia team readied the pa-

tient. The surgical team entered
around 2 am. The surgery was
completedaround4.30am,andhe
wastakenoutoftheOTat6amaftercompletingtheremainingformalities,”addedthedoctor.
Doctors across the city have
their hands full — addressing
concerns related to COVID-19,
following up with admitted patients and providing medical assistance to non-COVID patients,
apart from double shifts and an
imbalancedwork-lifeschedules.
Many say wearing PPEs,
masks, gumboots and goggles
for several hours has left many

New Delhi

with blurred vision, injuries to
thefoot,andpainbehindtheear.
“When you wear an N95
mask, it takes far more energy to
breathe in. Also, after you wear
gogglesalongwiththemask,humidityfrombreathingcondenses
on the goggles… which leads to
blurryvision.Similarly,afterwearing gumboots for several hours,
your legs start to hurt as it has an
extremely hard sole. However, in
the end, we want our patients to
be healthy,” said Dr Abhishek
Singh,
Senior
Resident,
Department of Anesthesiology,
AIIMS.
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128 cases & 2 deaths in fresh spike

GRAVE LAPSES, SAYS MINISTER

11 juveniles beat
up guards, flee
correction home
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

THE DELHI government
Thursday alleged “grave lapses”
on part of the staff and management of an NGO-run correction
home,after11juveniles,whohad
been moved there from other
correction homes, allegedly injuredprivatesecurityguardsand
fled Wednesday night. One of
them was caught later. The 11
have been consvicted on serious
charges ranging from robbery to
murder and rape, said police.
Delhi Women and Child
Development Minister Rajendra
Pal Gautam made the observation after inspecting the facility
along with the secretary and director of the department. The
government has initiated an inquiry into the case. The founder
of NGO Prayas, which runs the
home, said the juveniles had serious allegations against them,
andthedirectorof thehomehad
written to the government over
housing them at the facility.
Thejuvenilesareinthe16-18
age group, said police. “We received a call about the incident
at 7.15 pm. While escaping from
the correction home, the juveniles attacked the security incharge with an iron rod. They
also injured three police personnel deployed at the home and
broke open the main gate to escape,”saida seniorpoliceofficer.
Police said parents of the absconding juveniles were contacted immediately, and one of
them, who went back to his
home, was caught. He was
brought back to the correction
home. Efforts are on to trace the
others, police said.
A senior officer in the Central
Districtsaid all 11 juveniles were
brought to the home over last
few days to maintain social distancing among inmates and ensure correction homes are not
crowded. They were kept separately, away from the other inmates, under guidelines put in
place following the COVID-19
outbreak in the city.
“Underthenewnorms,juveniles in conflict with the law
brought to our homes are quarantined for two weeks. They are
kept in separate rooms within
the same premises as a precautionary measure. Accordingly,
these11juvenileswerealsokept

ASTHA SAXENA

NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

The 11 have been
convicted on serious
charges ranging from
robbery to murder and
rape, said police. One of
them was nabbed later
separately,” said Gautam.
According to the management of the home, around 7 pm
lastnight,thejuvenilesallegedly
managed to overpower the private security guards using a
metalrodandfourwoodensticks
extracted from a carrom board.
“I find it a little difficult to believe that 11 juveniles could flee
using one iron rod and a few
pieces of wooden sticks. Prima
facie, there appears to have been
grave lapses on the part of the
staff and management of the
home. How did they manage to
break open the lock? Three policemen were present at the entrance as well. The NGO has
been running the home for
about 20 years now,” said the
minister.
Prayas founder Amod Kanth
told The Indian Express: “The inmates who fled were brought to
the home for the purpose of
quarantine. They would have
been taken back after the completion of the quarantine period.
They were accordingly keptseparately. Thishome is actually not
suitable for the kind of juveniles
who were brought. I would
never use the word hardened
criminals for juveniles but they
have certain serious allegations
againstthem. So they shouldnot
have been brought here. The director of the home had in fact
written to the government flagging this issue."
Responding to this, Gautam
said:“Iamnotawareof anyletter
fromtheirend.However,thefact
remains that the facility is quite
spacious and the inmates may
havebeenshiftedforquarantine
to ease space crunch elsewhere.
Also,thehomecurrentlyhasonly
11 inmates. So space was more
than adequate. We also must
keep in mind that the government funds such facilities.”
He said a four-member team
has been constituted to inquire
into the case. It has been asked
to submit a report within three
days.

ONTHURSDAY,128freshCOVID19 cases and two deaths were reported in the capital. The total
cases are now at 2,376 while the
deathtollhastouched50.Around
808 people have recovered. The
healthdepartmenthascollected
5,619 samples from 3.41 lakh
residents across the 89 containment zones.
Across the capital, the maximum number of cases — over
230 — have been reported from
theCentraldistrict,saidhealthdepartment officials. This includes
12 people from two families, including a 45-day-old infant, living in the Churiwalan area.
The district administration
hasstartedtracingtheircontacts.
“As per initial investigation, we
found that both families live in
the same house. One person has
a history of travel to Russia, but
we are gathering more information on this,” said District magistrate
(Central)
Nidhi

The central district has seen the maximum number of cases. Amit Mehra
Shrivastava.
Four of them, including the
infant, have been admitted to
LokNayak Hospital.Doctorssaid
they are asymptomatic and
presently stable.
Sources said the fact that

some areas in the district, especially in Old Delhi, are congested
isacauseofconcern.Therearesix
hotspotsinthedistrict—Chandni
Mahal, Nabi Karim, Burari, Bara
Hindu Rao, Nawab Ganj and
Sadar Bazar.

Recently, the first set of rapid
testing kits were used in Nabi
Karim on 62 people. All of them
tested negative. “The area is under close watch. Regular sanitisation is being carried out and
healthcare workers are testing

people in containment zones.
Wearealsocarryingoutrandom
sampling to see if there is any local transmission,” said a senior
official from the health department.
At Jahangirpuri’s H Block, 46
newpositivecaseshavesurfaced.
An official said the area where
thenewcaseshavecomeupisalready a containment zone:
“Their samples were collected a
few days ago and reports came
outonApril21and22.Theyhave
been shifted to a quarantine facility in Narela.” A new case also
also cropped up in Model Town
Thursday — a teenage girl with
no travel or contact history. She
is asymptomatic.
A sanitation worker with the
Eastcivicbodyalsotestedpositive.
ShehailsfromUsmanpurandwas
workinginDharampura.Asenior
officialsaid20ofherfamilymembersandthreeworkerswhowere
in close contact with her have
beenquarantined.Seven doctors
and 14 healthcare workers at
BabuJagjivanRamHospitalhave
also tested positive.

Yemen man found abandoned, 60-yr-old dead at care
doc helps reunite him with kin centre: Doctors say he
SOMYALAKHANI

GURGAON, APRIL 23
SEVERAL CUPS of chai, Google
Translate, and a doctor’s resolve
are what helped a 22-year-old
Yemen national reunite with his
brother late Wednesday night in
Gurgaon — five days after he was
found lying unconscious on the
roadside in Gurgaon’s Kadarpur.
“Yusuf, Yemen, India treatment, lost passport” — these are
the words he furiously typed in
GoogleTranslateonDrYogender
Singh’sphoneonApril21asthey
satdownforteaatGurgaon'sCivil
Hospital, where Singh is the casualty in-charge. “This was a
breakthrough after four days of
not understanding a word of
what he said. I then wrote to the
Yemen embassy,” said Dr Singh.
It was on April 18 afternoon
when Yusuf was brought to the
hospitalafterbeingfoundunconscious on the street. Singh said,
“He had no coronavirus symptoms... He was running around
anddidn’tobeyanyorders.Some
staffers thought he had psychiatric issues, but when I met him,
I realised that was not the case. It
was just a language barrier. He
had a scar on his head, so I knew
hehadundergoneneurosurgery.”
Singh asked various patients

totryandconversewithhim—in
Tamil, Bengali, Kannada, and so
on. “It was a failure. Then my assistanttoldmeheonlydrinkstea
and eats biscuits. So I started
drinking tea with him several
times a day. In three days we becamefriends.Hewouldgivemea
thumbsupeverytimehewanted
tea,” said Singh.
Singh eventually gave a pen
and paper to him, and asked him
to write something, which the
doctor photographed. “I thought
it was Urdu, so I sent it to my
friends who understand, and he
told me it was Arabic. So I went
back to him and opened Google
Translate on my phone. He suddenly took it and typed his name
andthenameofhiscountry,”said
Singh.
But emails to the Yemen
Embassy went unanswered. It
was then that Singh asked his
wife, Dr Saroj Yadav, who works
at the CGHS dispensary, about
seekinghelpfrompolicepersonnel who come to her for treatment for help with reaching out
to the embassy.
Somnath Paruthi, SHO of
Greater Kailash police station,
who had visited the dispensary,
promptly decided to help. “If a
doctor can go out of his way to
help someone, what excuse do I
have? I was amazed by the doc-

tor’swilltohelp,soIsentapoliceman to the embassy in Vasant
Vihar,onlytorealiseithadshifted
to Anand Niketan,” said Paruthi.
Constable Hawa Singh then
visitedtheembassy’snewaddress
to find only a guard there, who
helpedhimwithanofficial’snumber. “The SHO put me in touch
withtheofficialwhotoldmethey
had received a complaint about a
missing Yemen national from
Delhi. I sent them a picture of the
patient, which was then sent to
the complainant,” said Singh.
On Wednesday night, when
Singhleftthehospital,hegotacall
that the complaint was about
Yusuf, and that his brother and
translator would pick him up.
“They said they only know
Medanta hospital in Gurgaon, so
dropped Yusuf off there. I had to
findhisfamily;heisaguestinour
country who needed help,” said
Singh. In broken English, the
translator told Singh that Yusuf
andhisbrotherhadcometoIndia
for his treatment in February. He
was operated on a few months
ago and was prone to blackouts.
DCP (South) Atul Kumar
Thakur said, “The family and the
embassyofficialshaveexpressed
appreciation for the efforts by
the doctor couple and Delhi
Police. They have gone beyond
their call of duty.”

was asymptomatic
ABHINAV RAJPUT &
ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

A DAY after a 60-year-old man
from Tamil Nadu, Mohamed
Mustafa, died at a COVID care
centreinSultanpuri,officialssaid
doctors were always present at
the centre, and the man had
been shifted from Rajiv Gandhi
SuperSpecialtyHospitalbecause
he was asymptomatic. The man
was diabetic, doctors at the hospital said.
“He was shifted as per protocol as he was asymptomatic. The
government has ordered that
only patients who are severely ill
shouldbekeptathospitals.Asper
rules, patients who are shifted to
quarantinecentersaremonitored
by a team of doctors there,” said
adoctoratthehospital.The man
had been brought to the centre
on April 19 after spending 21
days at the hospital.
FathimaMuzaffer,amember
of AllIndiaMuslimPersonalLaw
Board who lives in Chennai and
is coordinating with the family,
has alleged that he was diabetic
butwasnotgivenmedicinesand
food on time. The government
has ordered an enquiry into the

incident.
District Magistrate Sandeep
Mishra denied the allegations
and said that the centre was a
care centre and not just a quarantine ward. “He did not die because of negligence. Five doctors
were on duty at the time of incident and the patient was attendedto.He succumbed before
he could be shifted to a hospital.
Food is being served regularly
four times a day to everyone in
the centre. All necessary stepsas
per prescribed protocol are being taken,” he said.
Around 700 people, officials
said,mostlythosewhohadbeen
totheNizamuddinMarkaz,have
been kept at the centre. This includes 104 people who are
COVID-19 positive.
Mustafa was taken to Lok
Nayak Hospital after he collapsed at the centre, but he died
before reaching the hospital.
Fathima, meanwhile, said
some activistsare planning to go
to court to demand that people
from Tamil Nadu who are found
negative and are stranded in
Delhi due to the lockdown be
transferred to their home state.
“There is a language barrier. We
will keep them in quarantine
and follow all rules,” she said.
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2 men die at
shelter home,
officials say
both had old
illnesses
JIGNASA SINHA

NEW DELHI, APRIL 23
TWOMENwholivedinthenight
shelter on the Yamuna river
bank and were moved to a shelterhomeinCentralDelhi’sChabi
Ganj have died over the past
week.
The dead, Sudhir Prajapati
(50) and Jaideep (43), had been
living in the night shelter at
YamunaPushtaforseveralyears.
TheywereshiftedtoaDelhigovernment-run temporary shelter
on April 14 after three porta cabinsalongtheYamunawereburnt
downonApril11.Themen,along
with other daily wagers, slept
neartheriverbanksforthreedays
beforebeingshiftedtosheltersin
Central Delhi and Rohini.
Police said the men were migrantworkers.Theyalsosaidboth
deaths appear to be “natural”.
Inavideothatsurfacedonline,
Prajapaticanpurportedlybeseen
at Yamuna Pushta saying:
“Someoneburntthenightshelter
but now they are not giving us
food. Please do something. We’ll
die of starvation. I had my last
meal at noon yesterday.”
The video was recorded by
volunteers from an NGO and
posted on April 13.
N H Sharma, director (night
shelter)attheDelhiUrbanShelter
Improvement Board, denied the
allegationsmadeinthevideo.He
said, “The DUSIB and the DM office provided food to over 4,000
men.Wedidn’tstopservingfood
whenthecabinswereburnt.The
men clashed among themselves
and fought over food.”
DCP (North) Monika
Bharadwaj said, “We received
calls on Monday and Tuesday
about the deaths at the shelter
home. We went to the spot.
Primafacie,bothseemto be natural deaths but we are waiting
for post-mortem reports.”
A senior police officer said
the bodies are still at the mortuary and efforts are on to trace
their families. Authorities said
both men did not have COVID19aseveryonewasscreenedbefore they were shifted.
At the shelter home, caretakers and volunteers said the two
menhadbeenunwellforawhile.
“We think Prajapati had TB. We
usedtosendthemtothehospital
for check-ups. Both men, along
withothermigrantworkersfrom
Pushta,wereshiftedhereonApril
14 and 15,” said Vinod Bhargava,
one of the caretakers.
District Magistrate (Central)
Nidhi Srivastava also said the
men died natural deaths.
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CMS’ MEET WITH PM
DELHI CONFIDENTIAL

Baghel to seek end to
curbs in some districts

DIPANKAR GHOSE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

REPORTING DIGITALLY

THE PARLIAMENTARY Standing Committee on Labour presented its report on ‘The Industrial Relations Code, 2019’ to
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Thursday. The committee,
headed by senior BJD member Bhartruhari Mahtab, digitally
adopted the report as no sitting is held in the middle of the
pandemic. Mahtab, it is learnt, wanted to call a meeting of the
committee after April 14, but with the lockdown extended
until May 3 he asked committee members to digitally adopt
the report.Thiswasthe committee’seighthreportinlessthan
a year since it was formed under Mahtab’s chairmanship. The
committee has so far presented two reports on Bills.

FIGHTING ON

HEALTH SECRETARY Preeti Sudan, who has been the bedrock
of India’s battle against coronavirus, is due to retire at the end
of this month. While there are expectations that she will get
an extension, and an OSD posted in the ministry given the
present crisis, there is no clarity yet.

FOUR DAYS before Chief
Ministers from across the country meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to talk about the
lockdown, Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister BhupeshBaghel hasindicated that he will push for lifting of the lockdown in districts
that have no COVID cases.
Speaking to The Indian
Express, Baghel said while larger
decisions on plane, train and inter-state bus travel should be
takenbytheCentre,thedecision
to open up the economy should
be left to states, and that while
“maybeinter-districttravelcould
be stopped”, activities within a
district should see resumption.
Baghel reiterated that
Chhattisgarh has had a total of
36 cases, of whom 28 have returnedhomeafterbeingtreated,
and the eight others are in good

GUARDING ROLE
SPEAKEROMBirlaonThursdayappreciatedeffortsof different
state governments in making arrangements to take students
stranded in Kota due the lockdown to their homes. Birla, who
represents Kota in Lok Sabha, also assured that he would take
careof studentsstillstuckinthetown.Hetweeted,“Thanksto
the state governments who made arrangements to take the
students,whowereattendingcoachingclassesinKota,totheir
home.... I assure the parents of children who are still in Kota
that as a local guardian, I am with each child at all times.”

AMID THE coronavirus lockdown, a parliamentary standing
committee has said that during
closure of establishments due to
natural calamities like earthquake, flood and super cyclone,
thepaymentofwagestoworkers
until the re-establishment of the
industry may be “unjustifiable”.
The Standing Committee on
Labour, which is headed by BJD
member Bhartruhari Mahtab,
submitted its report on ‘The
Industrial Relations Code, 2019’
to Lok Sabha speaker Om Birla
on Thursday under Rule 280.
The Centre had on
November 28 last year introduced the Industrial Relations
Code in Lok Sabha. It was re-

NEW DELHI may not be evacuating Indians stranded overseas yet, but the Ministry Of External Affairs (MEA) is facing
barrage of questions from them and their families. The MEA’s
COVID-19 control room, manned 24x7 since March 16, has received more than 3,000 calls and 25,000 emails until
Thursday morning.

To help India
bounce back,
BJP suggests
manufacturing
policy changes
LIZ MATHEW

NEW DELHI, APRIL 23
INORDERtohelpIndiatobounce
backfromtheeconomicslumpin
the wake of the COVID-19 outbreak and the lockdown, the rulingBJPhassuggestedmajorlongterm changes in the country's
manufacturing policy. These include proposalstolower the cost
of production, land price, easing
of labour laws and simplifying
contractenforcementprovisions.
The suggestions, based on
consultations with economists,
industrialists, representatives
from MSME sector and representativesfromdigitalplatforms,
have been submitted to the government, said Gopal Krishna
Agarwal, BJP spokesperson for
economic affairs. The consultations were coordinated by
Agarwal, as directed by BJP president J P Nadda and general secretary(organisation)BLSantosh.
"Theconsultationsconcluded
that there is an opportunity for
India in the post COVID-19 world
as many countries would prefer
to see India as a manufacturing
hub. All the stakeholders were of
the view that India should utilise
the opportunity effectively,"
Agarwal told The Indian Express.
"Thereneedstobelong-term
changes in the manufacturing
policy.Costof productionshould
be brought down for which
there has to be changes in the
power rates and tax compliance
laws. Cost of the land should be
brought down for the manufacturing units, labour issues includinglawsshouldbe tweaked,
changes in the contract enforcement costs, etc are some of the
suggestions," the BJP leader said.
According to Agarwal, the
government'sresponsehasbeen
positiveanditisexpectedtotake
proactive measures.
Addressinghiscouncilofministers earlier this month, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had said
"there could be a plan to open up
the districts which are not identified as hotspots". The Prime
Ministeralsowanted"resumption
of activities in the manufacturing
sector,especiallythoseforexport".

health. In the last meeting of the
PM with Chief Ministers on April
11,Baghelhadaskedfordecisions
on opening up the economy
within states to be left to the respective state governments.
Baghel said, “The Centre can
take a decision on planes, trains,
inter-statebuses.Butwithinstate
boundaries, the state governments should be left to decide.
Thestraightforwardthingisthat
of 28districts,thereare23which
are in the green zone and don’t
have even one case. There are
four districts which, if you count

Paying workers during natural calamity
may be unjustifiable: House panel report
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

FLOODED WITH CALLS

Bhupesh Baghel

NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

ferred to the Standing
Committee in December.
Examining the provisions related to “lay-off, retrenchment
andclosure”,itwaslearnt,thereport said, “The Committee agree
with the Ministry’s contention
that since shortage of power,
coal etc. does not happen because of the worker, but due to
their non-availability, the workers ought to be paid compensation. The Committee have, however,reservationsforpaymentof
the prescribed percentage of
wages to the workers in the
event of closure of an establishment due to natural calamity.”
“The Committee are of the
considered opinion that payment of fifty percent wages to
the workers for 45 days, which
can be extended following an
agreement between the em-

NGT asks CPCB to ensure compliance
of biomedical waste management rules
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

THE NATIONAL Green Tribunal
(NGT) has directed the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) to
takestepstoensurecomplianceof
Biomedical Waste Management
Rules,2016.
“There appears to be need for
further revision of the guidelines

to the 27th, it will be one month
where there are no new cases.
Korbadistrictwasintheredzone,
butwhereforoneweektherehas
been no new case.”
“Barring that one district,
normalcyshouldreturninthe27
other districts. Maybe there
should be no permission to go
from one district to another, but
activities should be conducted
within districts... If products are
sold, businesses function, that
will propel industry. We will
havetostartthisonebyone,”the
Chief Minister said.
Chief Minister Baghel also
saidtherewasnotenoughfinancialassistancecominginfromthe
Centre. He said he had written to
the Prime Minister, asking for
Rs 30,000 crore to restart the
economy. "There is the disaster
fund that comes every year,
whichwehavereceived.Wehave
got some GST compensation.
Some kits have come. What else
has the Centre given..." he said.

to cover all aspects covering not
merely institutions but also individual households and dealing
with situations where scientific
disposalfacilitieslikeincinerators
arenotavailableandanyunmindful deep burial without adequate
safeguards can adversely affect
thegroundwaterandposedanger
tothehealthandsafetyofpeople,”
the tribunal has said in an order.
The CPCB has issued detailed

guidelinesonhandling,treatment
and disposal of waste generated
during treatment, diagnosis and
quarantineof COVID-19patients.
The NGT headed by its chairpersonJusticeAdarshKumarGoel
tookcognizanceoftheissuebased
onanApril19reportinTheIndian
Expresswhichred-flaggedthelack
of Common Bio-Medical Waste
Treatment Facilities tasked with
thedisposalof biomedicalwaste.

ployer and employees, in case of
shortage of power, breakdown
of machinery may be justified.
Butincaseof naturalcalamities...
which often result in closure of
establishments for a considerably longer period without the
employer’s fault, payment of
wages to the workers until the
re-establishmentof theindustry
may be unjustifiable,” it stated.
The report also said, “The
Committee,therefore,desirethat
clarity to the above extent be
broughtintherelevantclauses...”
Mahtab told The Indian
Express, “The law has to be fair
andjustforeveryone,andinthat
respect of something which is
beyond the control of the employer, he should not be forced
to provide that much of salary
because it affects not only employees but also the employers.”

MHA clears air
on lockdown
guidelines for
industries
DEEPTIMAN TIWARY

Two govt officials to
camp in each of UP’s
14 worst-hit districts
MAULSHREE SETH

NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

ADAYafterissuingaclarification
that its lockdown guidelines
have been "misinterpreted" to
suggest there would be punitive
action against industries if anyone was found COVID-19 positiveontheirpremises,theCentre
on Thursday wrote to all states,
further clarifying there are no
suchprovisionsintheguidelines.
It has also told the states that
no fresh permissions are requiredforindustrieswhichwere
granted exemption in the March
24 lockdown guidelines.
Inalettersenttostates,Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla has said,
"Some apprehensions, based on
wrong interpretation of the
guidelines, have been raised in
the media and by some companieshavingmanufacturingfacilities... I would like to clarify that
thereisnosuchclauseintheconsolidated revised guidelines and
therefore there is no basis for
suchmisplacedapprehensions."
TheMHAhaslistedapprehensionsas:"Statesmaytakelegalaction, including imprisonment of
CEO, in case a COVID-19 positive
employee is found in the factory;
In such a situation, the premises
of thefactorywouldbesealedfor
3months;Incaseof non-compliance of precautionary measures,
the factory may be closed down
for 2 days and may be allowed to
restart after full compliance."
With reports of some state
authorities seeking fresh permission from certain industrial
units after extended lockdown
guidelines kicked in, MHA has
said since the March 24 guidelines have been subsumed in
the April 15 guidelines, exemptions granted in the former
would hold true.
Ithascautionedthat"itisimportant that all workplaces take
measures to ensure social distancing and follow standard
health protocols as notified by
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare." It has, however, said
this should not be misused to
“harass” industrial units.

LUCKNOW, APRIL 23

THE UTTAR Pradesh government on Thursday decided to
deploy one senior administrative official and one health official to 14 of the 15 districts that
have recorded 20 or more coronaviruscases.These officialswill
reviewthelockdown,healthcare
facilities and camps.
The officials will not be sent
to Noida district as the situation
there is being reviewed.
Uttar Pradesh has 15 districts, including Noida, with 20
or more cases.
“Asenioradministrationofficial and an official from the
Health Department would be
sent to camp in each of the 14
districts for at least a week. They
would oversee the entire handling of coronavirus right from
lockdown measures, health facilities, sanitation to quarantine
camps,” said Awanish Kumar
Awasthi, Additional Chief
Secretary (Home).
He further said during a reviewmeetingonThursday,Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath instructed that vehicles that were
found illegally carrying passengers should be seized. District
Magistrates and other officials

have been asked to personally
monitor quarantine centres and
food arrangements there.
Claiming that Uttar Pradesh
hadbecomethethirdstateinthe
country to test 3,000 samples a
day, Awasthi said that despite
being the most populous state,
Uttar Pradesh ranked seventh in
the list of total COVID cases.
The CM also instructed the
State Home Ministry to deploy
one deputy inspector general
rank officer in districts where
there was no inspector general
rankorDIGrankofficeratthedivisional level.
Inthemeeting,heorderedpolicetoseizevehiclescomingfrom
Yamuna Expressway, National
Highway-2 or from Madhya
Pradeshborderandimmediately
quarantine their occupants.
While foodgrain distribution
for Antyodaya card holders will
resume from May, Adityanath
said labourers registered under
MGNREGA, street vendors, erickshaw drivers and other daily
wagers be given 3 kg of wheat
and 2 kg of rice.
Meanwhile, the Public
Works Department, Irrigation
Department, Uttar Pradesh
Expressway
Industrial
Development Authority and
others resumed some of their
projects.

EPIDEMIC DISEASES ORDINANCE, 2020

Man held for assaulting
ASHA worker in Gujarat

Gandhinagar: A man was arrestedforallegedlyassaultingan
ASHA worker in Mehsana district on Thursday.
The accused, Kamlesh Patel,
was booked under Epidemic
Diseases (Amendment) Ordinance, 2020, which was passed by
the Centre Wednesday to check
attacks on healthcare personnel
deployed in fighting COVID-19.
The ASHA worker was on
duty, checking symptoms of
COVID-19 among residents of

Balolvillage.MehsanaSPManish
Singh said the accused stopped
herandaskedherwhyshedidnot
givehimanymedicine.Sheasked
him if he had any illness. During
thistime,theaccusedindulgedin
ascufflewithherandtriedtopush
her in his car, the SP said.
The accused also allegedly
used casteist abuses against the
worker. He is also booked under
provisions of Scheduled Caste &
Scheduled Tribe (Prevention of
Atrocity) Act. ENS

GUJARAT MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED
(A Government of Gujarat Undertaking)
Regd. Office : Block No. 14/1, Dr. Jivraj Mehta
Bhavan, Sector-10, Gandhinagar
079-23250767, 23250766, 23257696
COVID-19 URGENT PURCHASE NOTICE :
DRUG/01/2020-21

Quotations are invited for Tablet & Capsules, Injections and
Miscellaneous products through E-mail. Interested
Manufacturer/company/Authorized dealer are invited to send
Quotations of items along with their drug license, Name of
manufacturer for particular drug and copy of WHOGMP
certificate of manufacturer through e-mail on mdgmscl@gujarat.gov.in. till 27/04/2020, 16:00 Hrs. Detailed
Notice is available on website http://gmscl.gujarat.gov.in
and this office notice board.
INF/34/19-20
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SCHEME TO DISTRIBUTE 1 KG PULSES PER FAMILY TO NFSA BENEFICIARIES

CORONA

WATCH

Only 10% free pulses under govt
scheme distributed to poor so far

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

At an engineering unit
at Sanand Industrial
Estate, near
Ahmedabad. Javed Raja

ODISHA

Complete
shutdown in
three districts
Bhubaneswar: Odisha announced a curfew-like
shutdown in hotspot districts of Balasore, Bhadrak
and Jajpur from 10 pm on
Thursday to conduct surveillance and contact tracing. Chief Secretary A K
Tripathy said all activities
will be suspended till 10
amonApril26.Shopsdealing in essentials will be
closed,barringselectpharmacies. “We took the step
after detecting 29 cases in
5daysinthesedistricts,”he
said. Odisha has reported
87 cases so far.
PTI

ANNOUNCED AS part of the
COVID-19 relief package about a
month ago, free pulses — 1 kg
per family — to beneficiaries of
the National Food Security Act
(NFSA) are yet to reach many
households in the economically
poor strata.
Out of the total monthly allocation of 1.95 lakh metric ton
(LMT) pulses under the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana
(PMGKAY), barely 19,496 ton
have been distributed by the
states till Wednesday, according
todatacompiledbytheMinistry
of Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution, which is
monitoring supply of essential
items during the nationwide
lockdown.
According to sources, the
National
Agricultural
Cooperative
Marketing
Federation of India Ltd (NAFED),
which comes under administrative control of the Agriculture

ALLOCATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF PULSES
UNDER PM GARIB KALYAN ANN YOJANA
Totalmonthlyallocationofpulses
Quantityissuedtostates

1,95,531metricton
1,22,312metricton

Quantitydispatchedtodestination

44,932metricton

Quantityreceivedbystates

Number of
NFSA
beneficiaries

Quantitydistributedbystates

19.55 crore

34,768metricton

19,496metricton

Ministry, has been tasked with
ensuring supply of pulses from
the buffer stocks it maintains.
In a statement on “Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Package:
Progress So Far”, the Finance
MinistryonThursdaystatedthat
“1,09,227 MT of Pulses have also
been dispatched” to various
states and Union Territories
(UTs).
However,theFoodMinistry’s

data shows that against a
monthly allocation of 1,95,531
MT pulses under PMGKAY to
provide pulses free of cost to
19.55crorefamiliesunderNFSA,
1,22,312 MT have been issued to
states. Out of this, 44,932 MT
have been sent to “destination”
states, 34,768 MT received by
these states,and only 19,496 MT
distributed to the beneficiaries,
ministry data shows.

Sources in the Food Ministry
said sluggishness in distribution
isduetoalatestartof themilling
process by NAFED despite announcement of PMGKAY on
March26,adayafterthecountry
went into lockdown.
AseniorofficialofNAFEDtold
The Indian Express, “We have to
distribute free pulses to 19.55
crore families for three months
acrossall36statesandUTs.Inbig
statessuchasBihar,UttarPradesh,
Jharkhand, Rajasthan, West
Bengal, Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan,thenumberof eligible
beneficiaries is quite high and,
therefore, the allocation is high,
(so) we are taking some time.”
But NAFED is sending pulses
to these states, he added.
The official said pulses in
quantity have been sent to UTs
such as Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Puducherry and
Chandigarh, and smaller states
such as Manipur, Nagaland and
Tripura.“Buffer stock of pulses is
always kept un-milled (whole),
and the milling process takes
some time,” the official said.

Days after girl
dies walking
home, 2 booked
for trafficking
GARGI VERMA

RAIPUR, APRIL 23

J&K

Quarantined
man is first
Ramban case
Jammu: Jammu and
Kashmir’s Ramban district
Thursday reported its first
COVID-19 case after a person at a quarantine facility
tested positive. He was
among a group of 10 people hiding in a truck to
clandestinely reach their
homes in Kashmir from
Delhi. Police, however, had
intercepted the truck on
the Jammu-Srinagar highway and sent them to a
quarantine facility. Their
samplesweresentfortesting, and the other reports
are awaited, sources said.

ENS

PUNJAB

6-month-old
girl dies, had
heart defect
Chandigarh: A six-montholdPhagwaragirl,whohad
testedpositiveforthecoronavirus,
died
at
Chandigarh’s PGIMER on
Thursday. The child was
admitted to the Post
Graduate Institute of
Medical Education and
Research for a corrective
heart surgery. The infant,
who was on ventilator
support, had tested positive for coronavirus on
Tuesday. She had a congenital heart defect, officials said.
PTI

NAFED is the central nodal
agency for procurement of notified agricultural commodities,
includingpulses,underthePrice
Support Scheme run by the
Agriculture Ministry. It also
maintains a buffer stock of
pulses under the Price
Stabilisation Fund Scheme administered by the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution.
After Food Ministry officials
flagged a sluggish response in
supply of pulses to the states,
the Cabinet Secretary is learnt
to have asked officials concerned in the Agriculture
Ministry and NAFED to ramp up
supply.
In a statement issued on
March 26, the government had
said, “To ensure adequate availabilityof proteintoalltheabovementioned individuals, 1 kg
pulses per family would be providedaccordingtoregionalpreferences for next three months.
These pulses would be provided
free of cost by the Government
of India.”

WAITING HOURS
A worker at a fruit shop at the Naveen Galla Mandi in Lucknow on Thursday, after the UP government changed the limited
sale timings — from day to late night hours — in order to discourage large gatherings of general buyers. Vishal Srivastav

ICMR nod to COVID-19 test
method developed by IIT-Delhi
ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

THE INDIAN Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) has approved a
COVID-19 test method developed by the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi, which
will make detection of the virus
more affordable.
“Thedetectionassayhasbeen
validated at ICMR with a sensitivityandspecificityof 100%.This
makesIIT-DthefirstacademicinstitutetohaveobtainedICMRapproval for a real-time PCR-based

diagnostic assay,” the institute
said in a statement.
“Usingcomparativesequence
analyses,theIITDelhiteamidentified unique regions (short
stretches of RNA sequences) in
the COVID-19 /SARS COV-2
genome. These regions are not
present in other human corona
virusesprovidinganopportunity
to specifically detect COVID-19.
Thismethodusesprimerstargeting unique regions of COVID-19
that were designed and tested
using real time PCR. These
primers specifically bind to regionsconservedinover400fully

sequenced COVID-19 genomes.
This highly sensitive assay was
developed by extensive optimisation using synthetic DNA constructs followed by in vitro generatedRNAfragments,”itadded.
The institute said this was
“the first probe-free assay for
COVID-19 approved by ICMR”
and it will be useful for specific
and affordable high throughput
testing.
“This assay can be easily
scaled up as it does not require
fluorescent probes. The team is
targetinglargescaledeployment
of the kit at affordable prices

with suitable industrialpartners
as soon as possible,” the IIT said.
The assay has been developed by a team of nine teachers
and students at Kusuma School
of Biological Science, including
PhD scholars Prashant Pradhan,
Ashutosh Pandey and Praveen
Tripathi, post-doctoral fellows
ParulGuptaandAkhileshMishra
and professors Vivekanandan
Perumal,Manoj BMenon,James
Gomes and Bishwajit Kundu.
“The sensitivity of this inhouse assay is comparable to
that of commercially available
kits,” researchers said.

DAYS AFTER a 12-year-old girl
died while walking back to her
home in Chhattisgarh, Bijapur
police lodged an FIR against two
persons for taking the minor to
work on a chilli farm in
Telangana. The labour department filed a complaint against
theaccusedstatingtheywereinvolved in human trafficking,
sources said
The FIR was lodged on
Wednesday at Bijapur Kotwali
underSections370(traffickingof
persons),34(Actsdonebyseveral
persons in furtherance of common intention) of the IPC and 79
(exploitationofachildemployee)
of the Juvenile Justice Act.
“Inourinquiry,wefoundthat
a woman from Aded village
identified as Sunita Markami
hadtaken five underage girls, includingJamali,toworkonachilli
farm in Telangana without informing anyone. We have registered an FIR against her and the
contractor, Santosh Manchal,
who is a resident of Kannaiguda
village in Telangana for human
trafficking and under Juvenile
Justice Act,” Sonmani Borah,
Secretary (Labour), said.
Jamalo Madkami (12) died
on April 18 while walking from
PeruruinTelanganatoherhome
in Aded village of Bijapur, just 10
km short of her village. She died
duetoelectrolyteimbalanceand
exhaustion, according to the
postmortem. However, labour
officials claim that she fell while
walking and hurt herself, causing her death.
She had gone to work in
Telangana for the first time two
months ago along with Sunita
Markami and 11 others. They
wereallwalkingbackastheydid
not have food where they were
staying, sources said.

To understand high
mortality, Punjab
CM orders audit of
each COVID death
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, APRIL 23

PUNJAB CHIEF Minister
Amarinder Singh on Thursday
said that he has ordered a team
of health experts to carry out a
detailedauditof everyCOVID-19
death in Punjab in order to understand the alarmingly high
death rate in the state due to
coronavirus infections.
The CM was speaking during
aCWCmeetchairedbyCongress
chief Sonia Gandhi via video
conferencing.
He informed party leaders
that his government was
strengtheningitspandemiccontainment measures under guidance of this expert team which
includes Dr K K Talwar, former
DirectorPGI,DrRajBahadur,V-C
of BabaFaridUniversityof Health
Sciences, Dr Rajesh Kumar, former head, School of Public
Health, PGI, among others.
AmarinderaddedthatCOVID19mortalityinthestatewashigh
largely due to co-morbidity and
lack of health-seeking behaviour
(patients come late to hospital).
But he argued that despite
the high mortality rate of 6.2 per
cent, the rate of growth of
COVID-19 in Punjab was lower
than India, with the cases doubling in 16 days against the national average of nine days.
Amarinder also pointed out
Nawanshahr’s success in containing the spread of the disease
and said that the effort has been
appreciatedbytheCentreaswell
as the media.
Nawanshahr, which was one
of the first hotspots in the country, now has zero coronavirus
cases under treatment. After
recording its first and only death

Voices in govt blame
fake accounts, regret
OIC statement
SHUBHAJITROY

NEWDELHI,APRIL23
POINTING TO fake accounts posingasArabroyalfamilymembers
and criticising India over
“Islamophobia”, government
sourcesinNewDelhionThursday
said it is an “attempt to sow discord” between India and Arab
countries.
Sources also called the recent
statement by Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation “deeply regrettable” and that they should
not “communalise the fight
against COVID-19 pandemic”.
AfterIndianenvoytotheUAE,
Indian embassies in Oman and
Qatarhavecomeouttodousethe
controversy.
In Oman, a social media post
byafakeaccountpurportedlybelonging to one of Oman’s
princesses stirred the hornet’s
nest.AfterOman’sPrincessMona
Al Said clarified it was a fake account, Indian envoy Munu
Mahawar tweeted, “I thank HH
@MonaFahad13 for clarification
on fake social media posts attrib-

Clinical trials may be conducted
on anti-viral drug Favipiravir

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS

PUNE,APRIL23

A BCG vaccine, which is primarily used against tuberculosis
andgiventonewborns,hasbeen
improved by the Pune-based
Serum Institute of India (SII). It
will be used in human clinical
trials soon to test its efficacy in
improving overall immunity
against COVID-19.
SII, the largest manufacturer
of vaccines against polio and
diphtheria, has received a goahead from the Drug Controller
General of India to start human
clinical trials. Some sites have
been identified, where 6,0007,000 participants will undergo
the trials.
“The new and improved re-

Migrant workers in Pune wait to receive food packets being
distributed by the local corporator and NGOs. Pavan Khengre
combinant
one
(VPM
1002)...willbeusedintheclinical
trial.Manybelievethatcountries
where theBCGvaccinehasbeen
given have fewer COVID-19 fa-

talities and lesser severity of
cases. Hence, testing the BCG
vaccine’s ability in improving
overall immunity is crucial before we prescribe and recom-

PUNE, APRIL 23

KEEN ON rapid research examination of promising drugs, officials at the Drug Controller
General of India (DCGI) said that
Favipiravir, an anti-viral drug
used for certain influenza
viruses, looks promising as a
drugagainstCOVID-19duetoinvitroresults.“We willallowclinicaltrialstotestthisdrug,”highly
placed officials at DCGI told The
Indian Express.
Favipiravir has shown some
good results against certain influenza viruses, and other countries like China and Japan are
testingitasapotentialtreatment
against the coronavirus disease,
officials said.

At the Council of Scientific
andIndustrialResearch,Director
General Dr Shekhar Mande said
work is underway on repurposing different drugs that could be
used as a line of treatment for
COVID-19.
“The pharmaceutical company has completed the synthesis of Favipiravir, and once approved by DCGI, we can go
ahead with limited clinical trials,” Dr Mande told The Indian
Express.
According to European
Pharmaceutical Review (April
17), the drug — approved in
Japan for manufacture and sale
as an anti-viral — is an investigational product being administered to COVID-19 patients in
clinical studies. It is thought that
itmaycombat COVID-19asitinhibits the RNA polymerase re-

due to COVID-19, the district has
managed to stage recoveries in
restof the18casesinfourweeks.
The CM said that Punjab’s
performanceinfightingthepandemic had to be compared with
Kerala and Gujarat, which were
alsostateswithhighNRIpopulation.HesaidthatPunjabwasdoing significantly better than
Gujarat. About Kerala, he said
that while the southern state
had 12 cases per million population, Punjab only had 9.
Punjab currently has 257
positive cases, with 16 deaths.
While two patients are critical,
53 have recovered. The state has
3 Containment Zones (where
there are more than 15 cases) —
Jawaharpur, Safabadi GatePatiala, Budhlada. Three of the
state’s districts — Ferozepur,
Fazilka and Bathinda — are
Green Zones with no cases.
Hitting out at the Centre,
Amarinder claimed that resources of Rs 4,400 crore of GST
havenotyetbeenreleasedbythe
Central government.
Givingdetailsof thestate’sefforts to ramp up testing, he said:
“In place of 1 lakh rapid testing
kits, we have received only
10,000 China-made testing kits
andtheirauthenticityisyettobe
tested.”

ISLAMOPHOBIA ROW

Pune institute to launch human trials to
test new BCG vaccine against virus

mend the same. A clinical trial
will be launched soon and it
should be over within two
months,” said Adar Poonawalla,
CEO of Serum Institute of India.
“...wecannotarriveatanyconclusionbeforetheclinicalstudyis
over,nordowewanttomakeany
claims,” he added.
Researchers say the vaccine
will be initially given to two
groups—healthcareworkersand
family contacts of patients with
COVID-19. Swab samples will be
taken from all of them to check if
they are negative for the disease
before the BCG shots are given.
DrSanjayLalwani,medicaldirector of Bharati Hospital, Pune,
said there will be stimulation of
theimmunologicalsystem,which
mayhelppreventthepersonfrom
getting complications related to
the disease.

Amarinder Singh

quired for viral replication, the
Review said.
Several drugs such as
Chloroquine,
Arbidol,
Remdesivir and Favipiravir are
undergoing clinical studies to
test their efficacy and safety in
the treatment of coronavirus
disease.
According to reports,
Japanese company Fujifilm sells
the drug Favipiravir under the
brand Avigan, which has been
approved in Japan to treat influenza. The drug was also used
to treat Ebola.
Meanwhile, the Indian
Council of Medical Research has
advised the use of HCQ
(Hydroxychloroquine) for prevention among high-risk categories like healthcare workers
and high-risk contacts of positive patients.

New Delhi

utedtoher.Indiavaluesitsfriendly
relationswithOmanandwillcontinue working closely with the
GovernmentandpeopleofOman
to further strengthen our special
relationship.”
The Indian Embassy tweeted
Wednesday, “The friendly relations between India and Oman
are underpinned by our shared
valuesoftoleranceandpluralism.
Let us all commit to maintaining
unity and social harmony at this
critical juncture. As PM @narendramodi said: We are in this
together.”
The Indian embassy in Qatar
onTuesdaypostedscreenshotsof
two Twitter accounts, which had
thesamedisplaypicture,buthad
differentnames—oneclaimedto
bebasedintheGulf.Bothofthem
had posted anti-Muslim comments,linkingthespreadofcoronavirus to the community.
AssertingthatfakeTwitteraccountswerebeingusedto“create
divisionswithinourcommunity”,
the embassy in Doha posted,
“Pleaseunderstandtherealityand
do not get swayed by these malicious attempts to sow discord.”

Kottayam,
Idukki moved
to orange zone
Thiruvananthapuram:TheKerala
government on Thursday rejigged districts into red and orange zones as part of its coronavirus containment plan during
the lockdown period. After two
new confirmed cases were reported, the status of Kottayam
andIdukkidistrictswaschanged
from green to orange zone.
The classification of districts
intored,orange-A,orange-Band
green had created some confusion,andpeoplehadcomeoutin
large numbers earlier this week.
Several relaxations have
been announced in orange-B
and -A zones beginning April 20
and 24, respectively. As per the
new categorisation, 10 districts
in central and south Kerala have
been put into orange category,
while four northern districts remain in red zone.
ENS
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Wheat being
unloaded in Mohali,
Punjab. Jasbir Malhi

MADHYA PRADESH

34 policemen
in Bhopal
infected so far

Nation

Heart attack or coronavirus death: No
autopsy, Karnataka experts suggest study
JOHNSON T A

BENGALURU, APRIL 23
WITHATleasttworecentdeaths
inKarnatakaduetoheartattacks
later registered as COVID-19 fatalities,oneof the advisorstothe
state government on coronavirus has proposed a study on
the co-relation between heart
ailments and the infection.
According to Dr C N
Manjunath,Directorof theStaterun Jayadeva Institute of Cardiac
SciencesandaCOVID-19advisor
to the Karnataka government,
what is complicating matters is
the lack of autopsy in case of
coronavirus cases. “Rather than
COVID-19causingaheartattack,
people with pre-existing heart
diseases are getting infected.
There are a couple of patients I

know who were treated a few
years earlier for heart attack and
thentheysuccumbedtoCOVID,”
Dr Manjunath said.
On April 16, a 42-year-old
driver from Vijayapura region
died of suspected cardiac arrest
after reportedly learning that
two persons he was in contact
with had tested positive. Two
days later, a test result showed
he had COVID-19, with
Karnataka Education Minister S
Suresh Kumar saying the shock
at the possibility of being infected had brought on the heart
attack.
Theotherpersonwhodiedof
a heart attack and later tested
positive was a 65-year-old, who
had a history of heart ailments
and collapsed in his hospital
ward in Bengaluru on April 13.
Despite the two cases sus-

pected to be deaths due to heart
attacks, they are part of the 17
coronavirusdeathsintheofficial
records of the state government.
In normal course, an autopsy
would have settled the matter.
However, coronavirus cases are
not being subjected to one due
to fear of infection, and the bodies of the two were disposed of
without post-mortem.
International medical research — including in Wuhan,
China, the epicentre of the pandemic—hasfoundalinkbetween
COVID-19 and accentuation of
pre-existing heartconditions,especially among the elderly.
“COVID by itself can rarely
cause a heart attack — maybe in
some 5% cases because it causes
thrombosis formation both in
the lungs and sometimes arteries. But it could be a precipitat-

ing factor,” Dr Manjunath said.
The Jayadeva Institute has
proposed to examine the co-relation in a study along with the
Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Chest
Diseases, which is one of the
centrestreatingCOVID-19inthe
state. “Since COVID-19 is a viral
infection, it will have a precipitating role. We are drawing up a
study to be conducted if cleared
by an ethics committee,” said Dr
C Nagaraj, the Director of the
Rajiv Gandhi Institute.
The study would look at
whetherpersonswithpredisposition to heart ailments — with
habits like smoking — or a historyof it, are more susceptible to
the infection.
While there is no written order in Karnataka regarding postmortem in case of coronavirus
deaths, doctors are following

some standard procedures, said
forensic experts. “For the exact
cause of death, a post-mortem
would be required, but in such
cases,anautopsywillbedifficult
because people who are doing it
will be exposed to very high
risk,” Dr Manjunath said.
A forensic doctor said,“What
is happening is that doctors are
not touching bodies in natural
death cases but classifying them
all as suspected COVID-19 cases
andsendingthemforswabtests.
If the tests are positive, the body
isdisposedof.Onlyif testreports
are negative are autopsies being
considered.”
The Journal of American
Medical Association Cardiology
(JamaCardiology),inaneditorial
on March 27,had referred to two
papers published in the journal
by researchers from academic

hospitals in Wuhan which indicated higher death rates among
persons with heart ailments
who were infected by coronavirus.One of thestudies involving416patientsfoundthat19.7%
of patients developed myocardial infarction after hospitalisation and had a death rate of
51.2%, compared to 4.5% among
people with no myocardial infarction. A second study among
187patientsfound27.8%COVID19 patients developed myocardial infarction in hospital with a
deathrate of 59.6%, compared to
8.9% among other patients.
Any link between COVID-19
and heart complications has,
however, been refuted by medical researchers like Prof Alida
Caforio of the University of
Padova, Italy, who is part of the
European Society of Cardiology.

Bhopal: As many as 34 police personnel, posted in
eight out of 40 police stations in Bhopal, and their
30 family members have
been infected with the
novel coronavirus. While
infection in some police
personnel was traced to
Tablighi Jamat members
who arrived in Bhopal after
visiting
the
Nizamuddincongregation,
some got infected because
they were posted in areas
like Jahangirabad that reported many cases, ADG
Upendra Jain said.
ENS

Surat hospital
closed after
14 staffers
test positive

ASSAM

KAMAAL SAIYED
SURAT, APRIL 23

Man walking
home from
Nagaland dies
Guwahati: A 45-year-old
labourer from Assam's
Golaghat
district
Wednesday died after he
fell sick while walking
home from a neighbouring district in Nagaland
where he worked, officials
said. Nagen Rabha of No 2
Lakhipur village had
walked around 80 km as
part of a group of workers
before the police found
him in Jorhat. “He seemed
to be weak. Police took
him to Bhogamukh hospital where he died,” said
Jorhat DC Roshni Aparanji
Korati.
ENS

GUJARAT

RAF man gets
virus, showed
no symptoms
New Delhi: About 130 CRPF
personnel have been quarantined after their colleague, an RAF jawan,
tested
positive
in
Ahmedabad, officials said
Thursday. They said the infected jawan is a head constable-rank official and
works as a driver for the
100thbattalionoftheRapid
Action Force, the blue dungareedonninganti-riotunit
of the paramilitary force.
TheRAFjawanwasasymptomatic and had himself
gone for testing.
PTI

Kolkata Police officers operate a drone to track down those violating lockdown norms, at Rajabazar — one of the hotspots in
the city — on Thursday. Bengal has 334 active COVID-19 cases. Partha Paul

Amid corona crisis, call for
halt on organ transplants
ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

THENATIONALOrganandTissue
TransplantOrganisation(NOTTO)
hascalledforsuspensionofallcadaver transplants in the wake of
the coronavirus crisis.
The NOTTO, the apex organisation for all activities of coordination and networking for procurement and distribution of
organs and tissues, has also said
that no transplant should be undertakenwithouta"rigorousepidemiological survey among potentialdonorsandtheirfamilies".
In a guidance document,
NOTTO,whichalsofunctionsasa
registry of Organs and Tissues
Donation and Transplantation in
the country, has stated,
"Individuals who have been exposed to a confirmed or suspected COVID-19 patient within

the last 14 days, who have returned from nations with more
than 10 infected patients and
those whose cause of death was
unexplained respiratory failure
should not be accepted as deceased donors. PCR of airways
specimens of donors with suspicion of COVID-19 should be undertaken. The deceased donor
programme may be temporarily
suspended..."
At about 0.34 per million
deaths,thecadaverdonationrate
in India is extremely low. This
means that in a year just about
1,000transplantstakeplaceinthe
country of all organs taken from
brain dead persons. However,
transplantsurgeonssaythatwith
living donors staying away because of coronavirus, for many
patientscadaverdonationistheir
only hope until things return to
normal.
Dr Vasanthi Ramesh, who

heads NOTTO, said the guidance
was issued based on the experience of many other countries.
"However you have to understand that this is not a 100-per
cent ban," Dr Ramesh said. "In
emergencies, if a patient needs it
tosurvive,committeesinNOTTO
will take a call on whether to allow it. Even earlier, the committee decided for urgent cases—
now all cadaver cases will go
there."
Transplant surgeons, however, are not happy.
DrSubhashGupta,chairman,
Max Centre for Liver and Billiary
Sciences, said, "Deceased donor
transplantshouldcontinue,obviously after proper testing. Many
peoplehaveexpressedadesireto
donate. Why should we disrespect their last wishes when
there are many patients who are
waiting for organs?"
One surgeon, speaking on

the condition of anonymity,
asked who gave the advice for
this proposal. "In the US, Spain,
Italy - (which are) some of the
countries worst hit (by the virus)
- transplants are continuing. Are
they implying doctors here do
not know how to differentiate
between a COVID patient and a
non-COVID patient? This is a
disservice to both patients and
doctors."
Dr Sanjay Nagral, transplant
surgeon at Jaslok Hospital, said,
"Thisideaof screeningthefamily
soundsabitoverthetopbecause
itisverydifficulttoconvincefamilies for cadaver donation. They
are grieving and you ask for
screening...asitislivedonorswill
get increasingly scarce until the
COVID crisis blows over. We
should decide who organs go to
by how sick the patient is.
Internationally,somethingcalled
the MELD score is used."

After 40-day wait, 147 seafarers disembark
SRINATH RAO

MUMBAI, APRIL 23
VIDYADHAR POL still can’t believe how close he came to sailing the other way on Thursday
instead of returning home.
Butforalast-minutedecision
by the Ministry of Home Affairs
on Wednesday evening, the
cruise ship Marella Discovery
wouldhaverefuelledatMumbai
Port on Thursday morning and
set sail towards Europe after a
40-day-long wait in Indian waters. Instead, 147 Indian crew
members disembarked and
werewhiskedawaytoahotelafter being tested for COVID-19.
Pol, who works as an assistant cook onboard the cruise
liner, said that its captain, Chris
Dodds, told his crew on Tuesday
thatafterspending15daysinthe
waters off Kochi and another 25
days off Mumbai, he could wait

The Marella Discovery docked at the Mumbai Port. Express
no longer for the Indian government to make up its mind.
“Unfortunately, despite
everything we have done, the
Indian government has not delivered on its promises. I spoke
to the head office yesterday and
told them that we have to draw
a line. We're hanging around
here with no direction. I can see

people's smiles going and its not
good for us. Nothing is going to
happen in the next few days. It
wasn't a decision that was easy
to make,” Dodds had said.
India had closed its borders
lastmonthinabidtocontainthe
COVID-19 pandemic.
Pol and his compatriots had
dreaded heading to Europe,

whichhasbeenseverelyravaged
by the pandemic. “We knew returningtoIndiawouldbeimpossible from Europe. If one of us
died, even our bodies would not
be sent back,” he said.
The recent passing away of
an infected Goan sailor aboard
another Marella cruise ship
docked in Europe had also
spookedthestrandedsailor.“His
body has been kept on the ship
because the Indian government
refused to accept it and no
European country is ready to allow it into its territory,” said Pol.
Following Dodds'announcement, the desperate sailors and
their families ramped up their
appealsandpostedvideosonsocial media pleading with the
government to repatriate them
without delay.
“We did not receive any response to our earlier petition. It
was only after we shot videos
andsharedthemwidelythat the

government woke up to our
plight. We also reached out to
(NCP MP) Supriya Sule, who
helped us a lot,” Pol said.
On shore, the NationalUnion
of Seafarers of India (NUSI) lobbied with the Ministry of
Shipping and the MHA to issue a
sign-onandsign-off orderallowing several thousand Indian
sailorsstrandedin vessels across
the world to return home bysea.
Abdul Ghani Serang, NUSI
general secretary, said ensuring
the safety of Indian sailors
should be among the government's top priorities.
On Thursday, the sailors disembarked at Mumbai Port and
were allowed to leave for
Andheri after undergoing tests
and completing formalities. The
sailors will remain in the hotel
until the results of their tests are
known. The Marella Discovery
set sail for Europe after refuelling, said Serang.

WITH 14 staff members—a resident medical officer, 12 nurses
andacomputeroperator—testing
positive for COVID-19 in the last
few days, the 550-bed Kiran
Super Multispeciality Hospitalin
Surat has been temporarily shut
down till May 1.
“We have talked to all the patients, nobody had shown any
symptoms.Wedon’twanttotake
anyrisks.wehavedecidedtoshut
down. Once the hospital is fully
sanitised, it will start functioning
again,”saidMathurSawani,chairman of Kiran Hospital.
During contact tracing, it was
found that many of the staff
memberswhotestedpositivehad
travelledtotheirhomes-somein
the nearby districts of Dang and
Navsari - in the last few days.
A 23-year-old nurse, who
wenttoherhomeinDangdistrict
on April 18, had even started
working at the civil hospital in
Ahwa from Tuesday. She is the
first COVID-19 patient in Dang
district.
A24-year-oldnursehadtaken
leavefourdaysagotogotohervillageinNavsaridistrict.Shetested
positiveonWednesdaynight,and
wasadmittedtothecivilhospital
while her family members were
quarantined at home.
A 27-year-old doctor also
wenthome(inNavsaridistrict)on
leave four days ago. She was on
dutyinthesamewardwheretwo
nursestestedpositive.Thedoctor
tested positive on Thursday, and
was shifted to the isolation ward
at the civil hospital in Navsari.
Another 21-year-old nurse,
from Surat itself, had gone home
on a five-day leave. She tested
positive on Tuesday.

“We had a shortage of nurses
intheisolationward,sowehired
sixnursesthroughanagency.We
got them medically examined
and put them on duty from April
21. On April 22, a source in Surat
said some nurses and doctors
from Kiran Hospital had tested
positive. We sent the samples of
allthenewlyappointednursesfor
testing. On Thursday afternoon,
wegotthetestreports-oneofthe
nurses, who was earlier at Kiran
Hospital, tested positive,” said Dr
RashmikantKokni,ChiefMedical
Officer, Ahwa Civil Hospital.
“We have quarantined her
along with her family members.
She was asymptomatic. There
was no patient in the isolation
ward (where the nurse was on
duty)sothereisnothingtoworry
about,” he said.
“We have sanitised the isolation ward; 20 staff members, includingdoctors,nursingandclerical staff, have been quarantined.
Their samples have been sent for
testing. The infected nurse’s village has been quarantined. We
have deployed police personnel
outsidethevillagesothatnobody
can enter or leave,” said Dang
District Collector N K Damor.
Twoof thenurseswhotested
positive are from Navsari district.
DrDilipBhavsar,ChiefDistrict
Health Officer, Navsari, said the
district now has three positive
cases.
TheKiranHospitalreportedits
firstcaselastweek,whenanurse
tested positive. Since then, all its
patients have been shifted to
other hospitals. The hospital,
which is run by the Samast
Patidar Arogya Trust, was not
among those treating COVID-19
patients. Earlier, the Lokhat
Hospital in Surat was shut down
after some of its staff members
tested positive.

Amid doubts
over test kits,
India to get
more supplies
from China
SHUBHAJIT ROY

NEW DELHI, APRIL 23
THEGOVERNMENTonThursday
made it clear that it will get
around 20 more flights full of
medical supplies from China in
the coming days, despite questions being raised on the quality
of testingkitsimportedfromthat
country.
Overthelasttwoweeks,India
has received about 400 tonnes of
medical supplies, including RTPCRtestkits,RapidAntibodyTests,
PPE kits and thermometers in almost two dozen flights from five
cities in China, the government
said.
Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Anurag Srivastava
said, “Around 20 more flights are
expected to bring supplies from
Chinainthecomingdays,andthis
islikelytobesteppedupconsiderablyinthenextfewmonthsasour
procurement efforts gain momentum.”
Sources said the “quality assurance” of the kits was being
donebytheIndianembassies,and
did not make any judgement on
the testing kits from China. The
sources said that they are being
procured from “qualified and approvedsuppliers”,theymeet“certain basic standards”, and “thirdparty inspection” is done.
Ontherecentkitsprocuredby
the ICMR which are under scanner, sources said the body is “still
looking into” it and they will
“make a judgement”.
The MEA spokesperson also
said that “six SUV-sized high
speedtestingmachines,whichare
in high demand, are being
sourced from Roche in USA. Our
R&Dlabsareintouchwithlabsin
IsraelandGermanywhichareundertaking cutting edge work.”
As reported by The Indian
Express, Srivastava said a significant development has been that
through coordination with concernedagenciesinIndia,arrangementswereenabledwherebythe
Indian subsidiary of a South
Koreanfirmhascommencedproduction of COVID-19 rapid antibody testing kits in its plant in
Manesar,Haryana,withacapacity
of 5lakhtestsperweek.“Thefirst
batch rolled out on April 19. This
is an excellent example of our
‘MakeinIndiaforworld’,”hesaid.
“Ourembassyhasalsosigned
acontractonbehalf of ICMRwith
another South Korean company
to procure and supply 5 lakh corona testing kits,” he said.
As part of the government’s
response to the COVID-19 situation, 11 empowered groups have
beensetupforan“integratedallof-government”approach.“MEA
has been playing a key role in the
empoweredgroupthatdealswith
ensuring availability of essential
medicalequipmentandsupplies,”
he said. “We are also facilitating
collaborationbetweenIndianand
foreign agencies in research and
development efforts (such as on
Remdesivir,PLXCellsetc.)related
to COVID-19.”
He also said that in keeping
with India’s standing as a major
and responsible supplier of
pharma products to the world,
“wehavebeenprovidinghumanitarian aid and commercial supplies including HCQs and
Paracetamol”.

Gujarat govt hires cargo ships to
send Andhra fishermen home
SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, APRIL 23

THE GUJARAT government has
hired three cargo ships to evacuatearound2,700fishermenfrom
Andhra Pradesh, who have been
stranded at the Veraval fishing
harbour since the nationwide
lockdown began.
Thefishermen,whohailfrom
Andhra’s coastal districts of
Srikakulam and Vizianagaram,
had been working on fishing
boats in Gujarat’s Veraval,
Mangrol and Porbandar as well
as Diu since July 2019. Usually,
theyreturnhomeeveryJune-the
end of the fishing season.
However, due to the lockdown, all fishing activity has
ceased and the fishermen are
strandedontheirboatsanchored
at Veraval harbour.

Andhra Pradesh Information
and Public Relations Minister P
Venkataramaiah said that 8-10
fishermenarelivingineachboat.
“The harbour is closed and they
cannotgoout...Afterliving(onthe
boat) for nearly one month they
areallveryeagertoreturnhome.
Afterthelockdownwasextended
on April 14, they approached the
CMs of Andhra Pradesh and
Gujarat to allow them to return
home,” he said.
The owners of the boats and
the fishermen’sassociationhave
pooledmoneytoprovidefoodto
thefishermen.“Mostof themare
very poor and they come this far
toearntheirlivelihood.Inthiscrisis, it is our duty to take care of
them...Wehavesentletterstothe
Gujarat CM as well as the Centre
to help them go home,’’ said
KishorebhaiKuhada,presidentof
the Veraval Fishermen’s

New Delhi

Association.
After several rounds of talks
between Andhra Chief Minister
Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy and his
GujaratcounterpartVijayRupani,
it was decided Thursday morning to evacuate the fishermen by
searouteusingthreecargoships.
“Astheycannotcomebyland
or air routes, we thought we
should evacuate them by sea
route. They may not even get
their wages because the boat
owners suffered losses too. CM
hasdirectedofficialsheretoprovide Rs 2,000 per fisherman as
immediate relief to them...,’’
Venkataramaiah said.
The Gujarat government has
hired three cargo ships from
Salaya port near Jamnagar to accommodate the fishermen and
sailthemtoAndhraPradesh.Each
ship can accommodate 9001000 persons.
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Jio-Facebook alliance can reshape the retail landscape in India.
Partnership raises concerns about data privacy, net neutrality

O

N WEDNESDAY, RELIANCE Industries and Facebook announced that the
California-based social media giant will acquire a 9.99 per cent stake in Jio
Platforms limited, the holding company of Reliance Jio, for $5.7 billion (Rs
43,574 crore). The deal which pegs the value of Jio platforms at Rs 4.62 lakh
crore will help the Reliance group to reduce its debt burden, something the oil-to-telecom conglomerate has been actively working towards. The two companies expect to
benefit from the synergies created by partnerships between the various arms of Reliance
— retail and telecom — and Facebook’s platforms such as WhatsApp. At its core, the idea
is to create an ecosystem around JioMart, enabling customers to access the local kirana
stores using WhatsApp, combining both offline and online retail. This ability to connect
millions of local businesses with end consumers, and provide them a seamless online
transaction experience could radically alter the country’s retail landscape.
Both firms have stressed on the new opportunities for businesses of all sizes, and especially for the millions of small businesses across the country. With the ongoing lockdown
in the country only reaffirming the importance of the local kirana store — major online deliverychannelshavestruggledtoreachconsumersduringthisperiod—integrationisbound
to be an enticing proposition. A scaling up of this model will also provide opportunities for
cross-selling — significantly increasing the upside for firms and increasing the valuation of
its retail arms. At present, though, the reach of WhatsApp Pay is limited — just over a million Indians are reported to currently have access to the pay feature. But this sort of model
ispopularinotherAsianeconomiessuchasChina,KoreaandJapanwhereappslikeWeChat
have a wide range of product offerings, which induces consumer stickiness. This arrangementalsoallowsJiotogreatlyexpanditsproductofferingtoitsmorethan370million-odd
subscriberbase.ThedealmayalsoopenuptheentireWhatsAppconsumerbase—thenear
ubiquitous chatting app has a consumer base of around 400 million — to Reliance, including those on other telecom platforms such as Airtel and Vodafone.
Yet there are concerns regarding this arrangement. For one, given the dominant market position of the players, concerns over the market structure and its implications for
consumer welfare are bound to arise. Second, the tie-up also raises questions on net neutrality with the possibility of preferential treatment being granted. Third, given the data
privacy issues highlighted in the past by the Cambridge Analytica episode, for instance,
there are apprehensions over the enormous amounts of data that will be collected by
these entities, especially when India still does not have a personal data protection law.

SECURING THE FIGHTERS
Violence against doctors cannot be tolerated. Government must
find ways to persuade society to rally around medical workers

S

IMON HERCULES SUCCUMBED to COVID-19 on Sunday after battling the infection for two weeks. A neurosurgeon based in Chennai, Hercules had reportedly contracted the disease from a patient — a hazard medical professionals
mentallybracethemselvesforwhencalledtothefrontlinesof thebattleagainst
the coronavirus. But increasingly, during the course of this battle, healthcare workers
have become vulnerable to dangers they did not sign up for — stigmatisation and violence. On Tuesday, this paper reported that a mob attacked the Chennai doctor’s family
members when they were performing his last rites. Elsewhere in the country, medical
workers have faced physical threats while doing their work. The Union government has
done well to acknowledge this situation. On Thursday, it approved an ordinance to make
violence against medical professionals “a cognisable and non-bailable offence”. The penal provisionsinclude jail termsranging from threemonthstosevenyears and fines rangingfromRs50,000toRs5lakh.Thesemeasureswill,nodoubt,boostthemoraleof healthcare workers, who put in gruelling hours at great personal risk. But at the same time, the
government shouldn’t lose sight of the need to create awareness about the disease and
the strategies to combat it, which can help counter the spread of fear and prejudice.
History shows that during pandemics the fear of contracting infections can bring out
the worst in human beings. Last month, some Air India staffers were asked to vacate their
homes because they crewed flights to evacuate Indians from hot zones. There have been
disturbing reports of Muslims and people from the Northeast being targeteded. And in
a country where people do not have adequate faith in the public health system, the medical professional’s work has been made more arduous, even dangerous. For instance, last
month this paper reported that fear of “being injected by the virus” was one of the reasons for people attacking a team of doctors in Indore. Tempers calmed, somewhat, after
local religious leaders intervened, but these matters have not always been resolved amicably. In the second week of April, the police had to step in after a doctor was accused of
“spreading the virus” and assaulted while buying groceries in a South Delhi locality.
Combating a pandemic requires forging of social solidarities. Reaching out to people
with timely and clear communication — even when it is about risks and uncertainties —
holds the key. It’s well-known now that communication and community participation
played a decisive rolein Kerala’s relative success against the coronavirus.Even as it frames
strategies of deterrence to curb violence against medical professionals, the government
should explore means to nudge society towards developing empathy for their work.

ACTION REPLAY
The sporting weekend isn’t intoxicating anymore,
but it’s not colourless either

S

PORTS FANS, THESE days, live in the past. They are in a time-warp, sating their
craving with replays of old matches. The stadiums are locked and that gnawing match-day anticipation is a forgotten emotion. Catering to the needs of
those forced behind closed doors because of the COVID-19 pandemic are websites, television channels and social media posts that generate a steady stream of nostalgia-tinted content. The keyboard, or the remote control, is a time machine.
Though nothing can replace the suspense and thrill of live sports, in these times of
economic slump and mounting death, sporting expectations too have been downsized.
Edge-of-the-seat excitement is no longer part of the sporting experience. For the sports
watcher, the couch isn’t a hot seat, it’s an easy chair now. The fear of Messi wasting a free
kick in injury time or Roger Federer missing his first serve in a fifth set tie-breaker no
longergripsthemind.Compensatingforthisunmatchedrusharethelessintoxicatingoptions available in the archives. The web hasfootage of matches that even pre-date videography. There’s Ferenc Puskas scoring goals in the 1954 World Cup, Angelo Schiavio netting an injury-time winner to help Italy win the 1934 World Cup final, Jesse Owens’s
magical runs and Donald Bradman’s unputdownable innings.
Revisiting the classics can be akin to rereading a mystery novel. One might discover a
quirk that evaded the eye back then. You might end up discovering some unsung heroes
or suddenly begin to appreciate a player previously disliked. It could be perception-altering, image-changing, even pacifying in these troubled times. While the sporting weekend would never be as intoxicating as it used to be, it’s not that colourless either.

They may forget your name, but they will
never forget how you made them feel.
— MAYA ANGELOU

The unsung corona warriors
Despite odds and amid crises, farmers deliver
produce. Today, farmers need government

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

A BIG DEAL

WORDLY WISE

Harish Damodaran
“BURN DOWN YOUR cities and leave our
farms, and your cities will spring up again as
if by magic. But destroy our farms and the
grass will grow in the streets of every city”.
— William Jennings Bryan,
‘Cross of Gold’ Speech (1896)
COVID-19 may go down as India’s first ever
natural disaster not to register widespread
starvation in terms of a total collapse in food
consumption levels. About three million
people perished in the Great Bengal Famine
of 1943. The 1966-67 Bihar famine led to
the state’s daily per capita calorie intake
dropping from 2,200 to nearly 1,200 in several regions. Maharashtra’s drought of 197273 caused an estimated 1,33,000-plus “excess deaths”.
The novel coronavirus pandemic and the
ensuing lockdown have had a far wider, nationwide impact. Yet, they haven’t produced
the severe food deprivation, soaring prices
andhoardingthatdefinedthepreviousgreat
calamities. We have had reports of stranded
migrant workers not getting enough cooked
food or dry rations. But these are largely stories of localised administrative neglect, and
not comparable to the general lack of access
to food seen in past catastrophes.
This time, not only is there no food crisis,
the problem has been more about demand
than supply. Panic buying of milk, atta, dal,
sugar or cooking oil in the initial period of
lockdownhasgivenwaytodemanddestruction from the closure of hotels, restaurants,
tea stalls, caterers, sweetmeat shops and
other business consumers. As a result, producersaretheonesreallysuffering.Evenwith
all the supply chain disruptions, there aren’t
too many cases of food not being available in
markets or at ration shops, community
kitchens and relief camps. People may be
hungry, but not starving.
The credit for this not-small transformationgoespartlytothemuch-deridedgovernment foodgrain procurement and distributionsystem.Indiaenteredthelockdownwith
roughly 77 million tonnes (mt) of rice and
wheat,plusanother2.25mtof pulses,inpublic godowns. But the unsung heroes — without whom all this grain, now being distributedorcookedinfoodcamps,wouldn’thave
beenproducedatall—arethecountry’sfarm-

Government agencies have
begun procuring the rabi
crop, but in the name of
maintaining social
distancing, only few farmers
are being allowed to come to
the mandis every day. They
are being issued coupons or
SMSs to bring quantities as
low as 5-10 quintals, similar
to women Jan Dhan bank
account-holders having to
queue up for hours to
withdraw a measly Rs 500.
Why not open purchase
centres at rice and dal mills
or even schools, colleges,
panchayat offices,
cooperative societies, district
courts and other public
places shut during the
lockdown?

ers. These women and men have kept supplies going, even without being designated
Frontline Corona Warriors.
The abundance of produce that farmers
have delivered comes in spite of the many
“coronas” faced by them in recent times —
from droughts in 2014 and 2015, growing
stray cattle menace, an anti-producer inflation-targeting policy and the demonetisation-induced crash in crop realisations. Each
time, they have risen, phoenix-like, from the
ashes. They weathered the DeMo storm by
simply replacing cash with deferred payments for farm inputs. Currently, they are
harvestingwheatandsugarcaneusingwhatever labour is available, whether of family
members or non-farm workers rendered
joblessbythelockdown.Theirsisataleof resilience and human endurance.
What is it that makes our true Corona
Warriors carry on, come rain or shine,
drought or flood?
One is, of course, the nature of their work
that allows little rest or procrastination. The
periodfromaboutmid-Februarytomid-Julyis
thebusiestforfarmers,whentheyareharvesting wheat, mustard, chana, potato, onion or
sugarcaneandthenpreparingthefieldtosow
paddy, cotton, soyabean, maize or bajra. The
workloadreducessomewhatsubsequentlytill
aroundmid-September,beinglimitedtodayto-day monitoring of the crop and giving water, fertilisers and pesticides or removing
weeds. From mid-September till endDecember,it’sbacktoharvestingandmarketingthekharifcropandplantingfortherabiseason. For dairy farmers, even the 3-3.5 months
of relative relaxation is ruled out, as their animalshavetobefed,cleanedandmilkeddaily.
This full-time activity — which involves
following the dictates of nature and managingproductionaswellaspricerisks—breeds
toughness and equanimity in the face of adversity.Lastyear,whenautocompanieswere
announcing factory shutdowns amid a pileupofinventories,aplainmessagecirculatedin
afarmers’WhatsAppgroup:“Whycan’tthey
slash car prices from Rs 10 lakh to Rs 2 lakh, if
we can sell Rs 20 onions for Rs 2? If we can
bear losses and continue to farm, what stops
them from running their plants?” Survival
againstalloddsishardwiredintotheirgenes.
A second reason why farmers are able to

soldieronmayhavetodowiththeirnothaving a narrow accountant’s approach to profits. Operating income, return on capital employed or earnings per share are all alien
concepts; the key metric for them is bhaav
(price).Solongasitcoverscosts,notthemost
rigidly defined, and generates cash flows to
runthehomeandfinancethenextcropcycle,
they will keep producing.
How should we express gratitude to this
Frontline Corona Warrior? Farmers don’t
need our thalis and taalis (beating of plates
or clapping of hands). They have filled our
stomachseveninthishourof crisis.Theleast
we candois return the favour. As mentioned
earlier,theproblemnowisn’tsupply,butdemand.Withprivatetradepracticallynon-existent and nobody apart from households
buying, the onus to guarantee a market for
farm produce lies on the state.
Governmentagencieshavebegunprocuring the rabi crop, but in the name of maintainingsocialdistancing,onlyfewfarmersare
being allowed to come to the mandis every
day. They are being issued coupons or SMSs
to bring quantities as low as 5-10 quintals,
similar to women Jan Dhan bank accountholdershavingtoqueueupforhourstowithdraw a measly Rs 500. Why not open purchase centres at rice and dal mills or even
schools,colleges,panchayatoffices,cooperativesocieties,districtcourtsandotherpublic
placesshutduringthelockdown?Wheatjust
hastobeunloaded,cleaned,weighed,bagged
andreloadedfordispatchtoFoodCorporation
of India warehouses. If overcrowding is to be
avoided,thebestwayistospreadoutbuying
beyond the mandis.
Tailpiece:Myfriendandeditorof Outlook
Hindi magazine, Harvir Singh, recalls a doorto-door survey conducted at his village near
Uttar Pradesh’s Shamli in 1976. The district
authoritiescheckedhowmuchfreshly-harvested wheat each farm household had stocked. After assessing the self-consumption
requirement, they requisitioned the entire
balance quantity as levy. Procurement was
done without any fuss at the village’s junior
highschool.ThatwasduringtheEmergency,
when the government needed grain. Today,
the farmer needs the government.
harish.damodaran@expressindia.com

HOW TO FIND MONEY IN CRISIS
Government must save and trim expenditure, rationalise salaries and pensions
Ajay Vir Jakhar
THECOVID-19CRISIShasprecipitatedanunprecedented socio-economic calamity.
Designinganadequateresponsehasbecome
increasingly complicated. Policy decisions
made in the next few weeks will have a profoundimpactonthefuture.Notwithstanding
thebonanzaof lowcrudeprices,Indiaisdesperately trying to sell family silver to overcome the revenue collection shortfall and,
sadly,seekingforeigninstitutionloanstokeep
its head above the water. Understandably,
borrowing money and giving tax cuts are
easy, while spending cuts are the hardest.
PopulistgovernmentsattheCentreandin
thestates,havinggivenouthandouts,arenow
collectivelyreelingunderadebtofoverRs170
lakhcrore.Sixtypercentof thisdebthasbeen
taken in the last six years, amounting to over
Rs 1 lakh crore new debt per month.
Thequestionisnotonlyhowmuchmoney
theRBIcanprint,butalso,ratherthanborrowing indiscriminately, how to save and optimally utilise the scarce, available resources.
An economic impetus will definitely be required for recovery, so it is time to rethink issues that were, until now, too sacrosanct to
even be contemplated.About two crore state
and central government employees covered
by the pay commission guidelines, forming
only 1.40 per cent of India’s population, are
paid Rs 12 lakh crore annually. Across India,
there is no authentic data on the number of

Now is the time to cut the
Gordian knot to rationalise
pay structures. It is within
the remit of the government
to evoke the constitutional
provisions of Article 360 to
declare a financial
emergency. Those holding
the government’s reins must
set aside their pride and
reverse the ill-conceived
corporate tax-cuts and stall
expenditure on statues,
memorials, bullet trains etc.

government employees, government-controlledinstitutionsandtheirdebt—totheextent that actual employee expenditure could
be 50 per cent higher. This isn’t a simple case
of governance failure, but a clever attempt to
keep the subject under the radar.
NowisthetimetocuttheGordianknotto
rationalisepaystructures.Itiswithintheremit
ofthegovernmenttoevoketheconstitutional
provisionsof Article360todeclareafinancial
emergency. I am sure that Class A and B employees will agree to a 25 per cent salary deductionforthenextthreeyearsinthenational
interest. Class C and D employees, who earn
morethanRs30,000permonth,willalsowillingly agree to a 10 per cent salary deduction.
The deducted amount can be converted into
interest-free bonds, redeemable after five
years.Deductionsshouldbeapplicableforall
those whose salary is based on the Seventh
Pay Commission recommendations and the
recommendationsshouldbereversedwherever accepted. All pensioners receiving pensionsaboveRs30,000permonth,too,should
get a deduction of 25 per cent.
Government employees also receive allowancesandperks,comprisingabout25per
cent of the government expenditure on employees.Thegovernmentcantakeacuefrom
the early 1990s: When India faced a somewhat similar economic crisis, the National
Development Council’s Committee on

Austerityrecommendedthefreezingof dearnessallowance,leavetravelallowance,bonus,
encashmentof earnedleaveetc.Additionally,
the retirement age of government employees should be reduced to 57 years and no
more than 1 per cent be allowed retainment
beyond that.
Electedrepresentatives(MLA,MPetc.)get
pension for each time they are elected to the
office. It is time to reduce the outgo on their
pensionsandlimittheirpensiontooneterm
only. Those holding the government’s reins
must set aside their pride and reverse the illconceivedcorporatetax-cutsandstallexpenditureonstatues,memorials,bullettrainsetc.
Such steps will release over Rs 4 lakh crore
annually to revive the economy. The establishment must not deflect from core issues
by merely tinkering with allowances.
There’s another fundamental flaw in the
process of India’s economic recovery. When
thefirsteconomicpackagewasannounced—
withoutconsultingthoseforwhomitwasintended, the poorest sections of society — it
came in for criticism. Now that the new announcements are due for corporate bailouts,
thegovernmentistalkingtothebusinessleaders.Thisattitudeof onlydeliberatingwiththe
affluent sections of society is what got India
into a grand mess in the first place.
The writer is chairman, Bharat Krishak Samaj

APRIL 24, 1980, FORTY YEARS AGO
ASSAM AGITATION

A COMPARATIVE LULL prevailed on the agitation front in Assam as the police left the
pickets at the government offices to themselves. The All-Assam Students’ Union and
the Gana Sangram Parishad, which started
the picketing of government offices yesterday, did not interfere with the essential services. While air, train and bus services were
alsonormal,workinthestatesecretariatand
the North-East Frontier Railway headquarters was paralysed. As work in government
offices and banks was paralysed, the government decided to take action against its officers and employees for absenting themselves from duty. The chief secretary, R S

Paramasivam, told UNI that action would be
taken against the “ring leaders” of the
employees.

third point of the party’s election strategy —
was made conditional by the hardliners led
by S S Bhandari and Jagannath Rao Joshi.

BJP AND STATE POLLS

IRAN-MOSCOW TIES

WITH THE BJP national executive’s decision
favouringto go it alone in theelectionsto the
assemblies in nine states, and to have no
truck with the Communist parties, the nonCongress (1) parties’ declared objective to
put up common candidates to fight authoritarian forces seems to have failed. Even the
freedom given to state units — to have local
adjustments under pressure from UP and
Rajasthan units, for electoral adjustments
with the Lok Dal and other parties as the

New Delhi

IRAN’S FINANCE AND economy minister,
Reza Salimi, said that Iran and the Soviet
Union drafted “an important protocol” for
economic and industrial cooperation. The
announcement came as the EEC was announcing plans to impose economic sanctions on Iran. The permanent commission
for cooperation between the two countries,
which was formed under the Shah, had met
for the first time since Khomeini took over a
year ago.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

THE IDEAS PAGE

There should be no need to explain why the United States — the dominant
and richest member of the WHO and the IMF and a nation to which the world
looks up in times of upheaval — should take the lead in assisting countries the
world over.
— THENEW YORKTIMES

Don’t waste the oil crisis

Leading from
the front

Wecannotleveragelowandvolatile oilpricestoouradvantage
unlessweempowertraders,freethemof bureaucraticcontrol

Indiahasplayedanexemplaryrolein
tacklingtheCovid-19crisis

Vikram S. Mehta
“THINGS FALL APART; the Centre cannot
hold, mere anarchy has been loosed on the
world.”
I started my last article on oil with this
quote from W B Yeats. I do so again because
Ithinkitisapposite.Thecentreof theoilmarket has collapsed and for those engaged in
the oil business, it must seem as if anarchy
has indeed been loosed upon them.
Earlier this week, people woke up to the
headline that the price of the benchmark
US crude WTI had entered negative territory. For the non-cognoscenti, this was an
extraordinary and incomprehensible piece
of information. Why would producers “pay”
consumers? Why did they not simply leave
the stuff in the ground? For the cognoscenti,
the information was also dramatic. But the
questions were different. Did this herald an
irreversible structural change in the oil market? What might be the geopolitical implications? What specifically does this mean
for India?
The collapse in the price of WTI reflected
a technical peculiarity of futures trading.
Paper traders would normally have had two
options. To let their contract expire and take
physical delivery or to pass on the contract
to someone else. But this was not a normal
month. The US was running out of crude oil
storagecapacityandtradersknewtheycould
not“risk”takingdelivery.Therewasnophysical space to hold the product. So their only
option was to sell the contract. This was not
easy as everyone faced the same physical
constraint. So, on the last day before the contracts expired, the traders in desperation
“paid” to offload their risk. There was no
physical transaction. The dramatis personae
were paper speculators, not oil producers.
The current future price is back in positive
territory.
That said, the headline did bring into
sharp relief a structural reality. The world
(and not just the US) was fast running out of
storage capacity. This was because oil production was way in excess of demand. The
latter had crashed by almost 30 million barrels a day or mbd (the equivalent of OPEC’s
entire production) because of the COVID-induced lockdown of transportation and industry. The price of the other crude benchmarks had also dropped but not the same
extent—theNorthSeaBrentfell,forinstance,
to $15/bbl, a level not seen since 1999. The
reason was that unlike the WTI, which is
traded in the US and therefore dependent on
US inland storage capacity, the other crudes
have access to seaborne storage (oil tankers).
This latter capacity is, however, fast filling up
andthepriceof thesecrudesmayalsohithistoric lows.
So, where are we headed? One clear
pointer.Oilpriceswillbevolatiledownwards
until demand picks up and/or supply is further cut.
Demand will depend on the curve of
post-COVID economic recovery. Which letter of the alphabet will it follow? V, U, W, L or
I? The last “I” ( that is, continuing decline ) is,
of course, the doomsday scenario. Optimists
are looking at V or perhaps U. The epidemiologists might suggest W: An initial recovery, reversed by a second wave of infection
followed by a strong and enduring upturn as
and when a vaccine is developed.

Harivansh

C R Sasikumar

Supply will rest on the outcome of further discussions amongst OPEC, Russia and,
ironically,theUS.OPECandRussiahadearlier
this month agreed to cut production by 10
mbd. But clearly, this is not enough and further cutbacks have to be agreed on. The US,
too, will have to reduce production. Its companies are currently producing approximatelytwombdmorethanisrequiredbythe
refineries. The government cannot mandate
such a cutback but the market may force it.
Atcurrentprices,manycompaniesarebarely
able to meet their production costs.
Whatever the scenario for economic recovery or supply constraints, there is a slim
likelihoodof crudeoil prices reachingtheaverage price levels of 2019 ($64) over the next
12 months or so. More likely, they will be
volatile downwards with $50 as the ceiling
and with no floor.
This “low for longer” price outlook raises
two issues for our policy-makers. One, what
are the supply risks? And two, what can they
do to maximally leverage the advantages of
low prices?
Onecouldprovidemanyanswerstothese
two questions but for lack of space, let me
make just two points.
First, every oil producer (with no exception) will face a budgetary crisis. Some, like
SaudiArabia,theUAEandKuwaitwillfinance
their social and economic commitments by
cutting costs, increasing debt and drawing
downontheirsovereignreserves.Otherslike
Iran, Iraq, Nigeria and Venezuela, who have
nosuchcushionandwhosecreditratingsare

On the day prices hit
negative territory, I
wondered whether the
trading experts in our oil
PSUs had the flexibility to
even contemplate ‘buying’
the WTI futures contract for
June, taking delivery,
shipping it to India and
storing it someplace. I also
wondered whether they had
the authority to lock in low
prices through forward
contracts. These were, of
course, academic reflections.
I know there is a shortage of
storage capacity in India and
a mismatch between the
quality of WTI and the
requirements of our
refineries.

junk, will confront deepening political and
social crises. India should build into its economicplansthepossibilitythatitstraditional
oil supply routes could get disrupted. And
that its diaspora, whose remittances are of
significance, could face disproportionate
hardship as these economies retrench.
Second,onthedaypriceshitnegativeterritory, I wondered whether the trading experts in our oil PSUs had the flexibility to
even contemplate “buying” the WTI futures
contract for June, taking delivery, shipping it
to India and storing it someplace. I also wonderedwhethertheyhadtheauthoritytolock
in low prices through forward contracts.
These were, of course, academic reflections.
I know there is a shortage of storage capacity in India and a mismatch between the
quality of WTI and the requirements of our
refineries.Nevertheless,Ihadthesethoughts
because I am clear we cannot leverage the
currentmarketconditionsof lowandvolatile
oil prices to our national advantage unless
weempowerthetradersandleavethemunencumberedfrombureaucraticcontrol.And,
most importantly, protect them from the
three Cs ( CVC, CBI and CAG) in case their
trade goes awry.
I am not suggesting we ask our traders to
emulate Wall Street. I am merely suggesting
this oil market crisis could be made to work
to our advantage. We must not waste this
opportunity.
The writer is chairman and senior fellow,
Brookings India

They carry on with their duties, no matter what crisis engulfs the world
Krishna Kumar
one Delhi witnessed in the last days of
February. A sense of duty alone cannot explain the relentless effort many doctors
made to treat people brought in from riotravaged Northeast Delhi with wounds
caused by guns, knives and fire. Surely, these
doctors must have wondered whether their
long and demanding training in health and
medicine deserved to be utilised in this way.
A riot represents a breakdown of social
order. While the police can wait and watch
tilltheyareorderedtointervene,doctorsand
nurses cannot wait. They just get into action
when they come across a patient. Nor do
they ask anyone why so much violence was
unleashed. I am not sure if they have the
time, as the rest of us have, to wonder what
anyone achieved by letting so much malice
get expressed through physical attacks on
ordinary people, looting and arson.
When the news of these riots started arriving, one could hardly believe it. My association of February in Delhi is with flower
shows. I realise the spring was late this year;
nevertheless,Ihadimaginedthattheremust
bealotof flowers.Thata considerablepartof
Delhi could erupt into bloody fights and arson at this time of the year came as a shock.
The other reason why I found the news of ri-

ots in Delhi unbelievablewasbecause incertain matters I trust tradition.
It is a cultural fact that we Indians will do
anything we can to put up the best possible
front when a guest visits us. That is how we
aresocialisedsincechildhood.Youlearnearly
in life that if a visitor is aboutto show up, you
put out of sight anything that might bring
the family a bad name. That the riots could
occur when a prized national guest was
scheduled to be in Delhi made absolutely no
sense. How could this be, you wanted to
know. Perhaps it was fake news, I first
thought. Soon enough, I had to face reality,
and it had many ironies in store. The one I
found most difficult to digest was the visitor’s wife being taken to witness a special
class at a government school. While
Northeast Delhi was facing raw hatred and
violence,thefirstladywhoaccompaniedthe
American president was attending a socalled “happiness” class.
Whosoever was teaching in that class
probably has the same immunity that doctors have. Teachers carry on with their duties, just like medical staff, no matter what
crisis engulfs the world around them. The
only difference is that teachers face questions; doctors don’t. A number of my former

students who now teach in Delhi’s schools
have been asking how to address children’s
queries about the riots. Some of these are:
Why did people become so violent? Why
couldn’t the police stop them? When will
normalcy return?
Thesearealldifficultquestionstoanswer.
Moreover, no teacher feels comfortable facing such questions. They know that after a
riot as violent as this one, one can anticipate
a new normal to descend on the social ethos.
Forchildrenwhowitnesspublicviolence,directly or indirectly through television, there
is no easy or quick fix for inner disturbance.
Unlike doctors, who succeed in healing the
wounded and burnt, teachers can at best engage and relate, hoping that higher understandingwillsomedaytakeover.Thecorona
virus has denied this opportunity to Delhi’s
teachers. They are now being asked to inaugurate the new session and cover the expected syllabus for April by giving e-lessons.
The riots have lost what relevance and value
they might have had as objects of enquiry
and contemplation.
The writer is a former director of NCERT
and author of The Child’s Language
and the Teacher

The writer is former deputy chairman of
Rajya Sabha and JD (U) MP-elect from RS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
WISHFUL THINKING

Doctors and teachers
HOW DOCTORS make sense of their life is
hardlyamystery.Theirprofessiongivesthem
a high social status. Regular opportunity to
puttheirknowledgeintopracticegivesthem
professional satisfaction. In addition, there
is personal satisfaction in healing or at least
helping people when they are feeling miserable. No matter what branch or type of medical practice they are in, doctors follow a
stressed routine and carry on their work, no
matter what the circumstances or state of
the patient. Surgeons are probably more
stressed than general practitioners, but the
differenceisonlyof degree.Anyonewhosees
people in pain and discomfort on a daily basis cannot avoid the feeling that he or she is
carrying a burden. The range of human miseryadoctorencountersdailyandattemptsto
address by choosing appropriate remedies
is vast and therefore, stressful. Doctors who
serve in wars are perhaps inspired by the
same kind of positive emotions and sense of
duty that soldiers have. The injuries suffered
by the latter have a rationale — in the idea of
the nation and its borders.
No such thing can be said about injuries
sufferedinacommunalriot.Ittroublesmeto
think how doctors feel when they face peoplewoundedduringaviolentriotsuchasthe

TRANSCENDING GEOGRAPHICAL boundaries — and every socio-economic and politicaldemarcation—theCOVID-19outbreak
has caused huge disruptions globally. It has
substantially punctured mankind’s vanity.
However,theUnitedNationssecretarygeneral,AntónioGuterres,waswideoff the
markwhenhetermedthepandemicasthe
greatest test we have faced since World
War II. The scourge of nature is far more serious a threat than man-made wars. It is in
this context that I see India’s role as exemplary. Among the world leaders, Prime
MinisterNarendraModiseemstobeparticularly perspicacious — not only did he ascertain the real nature of the crisis, but he
helped to prepare a graded response to it.
A timely response mitigates the effects
of a disaster and India has been spot-on in
thisregard.AsModipointedoutinhismessage to the nation on April 14, India took
“quick and decisive action” and adopted a
“holistic and integrated approach” in the
absence of which the country’s situation
could have been drastically different from
what it is now.
India has shown remarkable perceptiveness and alacrity in tackling the pandemic: From conducting screenings at airports to visa restrictions, India has been
scaling up its response well ahead of time.
India,undertheleadershipof PMModi,has
moved with a meticulously planned
roadmap in its fight against coronavirus.
Finally, there also came the most difficultdecision:Shuttingdownallmovement
to stop the spread of the coronavirus. This
was an extraordinary decision in many
ways. From persuading people to stay at
home,toplanningfortheeconomicimpact
of suchanunprecedentedlockdown—and
also implementing it humanely and sensitively. The decision could not have been
takenwithoutexceptionalleadershipskills.
In an appreciable display of democratic
ethos, PM Modi directly reached out to the
1.3 billion citizens to seek their mandate.
They supported the move and the lockdown has now been extended, again, with
full popular support. Further, he also spoke
withallthestatechief ministerswhoreciprocated in equal measure, highlighting the
cooperative nature of Indian federalism.
Acting in tandem with the Union government,BiharchiefministerandJanataDal
(United) president Nitish Kumar displayed
hisremarkableaptitudeforgovernanceand
foresight in educating people about the
meritsof socialdistancing.Unlikeindustrialisedstates,Biharisapredominantlyrural
state with pockets that have some of the
highest population density in the world.
One misstep could have led to havoc. As of
now,thestatebearsthemaximumpressure
of migrant labourers from across India and
is a veritable communal cauldron. Yet, the
behaviourof thepeopleof thestateishighly
disciplined and admirable. That is an obvi-

ous reflection of the people’s trust in the
leadership of Nitish Kumar.
I would not hesitate to say that Bihar,
with its limited resources and other constraints,isindeedan“outlierstate”onmost
parameters of performance in containing
the spread of COVID-19. The recovery rate
of patients diagnosed positive is arguably
better than many others in the world. The
community spread has been effectively
contained there, so far. In rural Bihar, a sustained campaign to promote cleanliness
and social distancing has made people
acutely aware of the pathogen’s insidious
ways of attacking the human body.
BesidesBihar,otherstatestoohavebeen
evolving their response models. We are
proud of how the political executive, bureaucracy, medical professionals, health
workers, the police and ASHA workers in
villages, have combined to do their best in
checking the spread of the contagion. The
media deserves unreserved appreciation
for making people aware of the dangers of
the pandemic.
Contrast this with the onslaught of the
Spanish flu in 1917-1919 — and the numberof deathsthen — and youwillknowthe
difference. Unlike in the past, India seems
to be better placed now and ahead of the
curve — not only in evolving a response to
the corona menace but to mitigate the
plight of its people as compared to Europe,
the US, and China. This crisis has foregroundedauniqueaspectof PMModi’shumanist approach. His persuadingpeopleto
remain in sustained lockdown is guided by
his impulse of not making human life subservient to economics.
This strategy has been successful so far.
The health ministry has estimated that
without the timely imposition of the lockdown, COVID-19 cases could have registered a 41 per cent cumulative increase,
reaching up to 8.2 lakh cases, by April 15.
The leadership role that India has assumedindealing with this crisis is now being appreciated across the globe. India has
shown the world that it can not only handle this crisis upfront but also provide aid
and support to the marginalised sections
of society. The government is making all
possible efforts toprovide relief to the poor
and the migrant workers. A relief package
of Rs 1.7 lakh crore, aimed at providing a
safety net along with insurance cover for
frontline medical personnel, is something
thatisbeingacknowledgedasatemplatein
the collective fight against the virus.
In the true spirit of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam, which means “the world is
one family”, India has taken the lead in
helping the world at this hour of need.
India, the largest producer of the drug hydroxychloroquine, has been generously
helping many countries with the supplies
of this potential cure of COVID-19.
The war against the virus is still raging.
But the country has gained great confidence from the exceptional patience of its
people, the quick response of public authorities and, above all, from its trust in the
leadership. As partial relaxations begin
soon,Ihopethepeopleembracemorepositivity. Amidst all the gloomthe world over,
this will also not be a small achievement.

THISREFERSTOthearticle,‘Thetestof a
nation’ (IE, April 23). Even as the writer
commendsthePM’sfarsightedness,the
tragicmigrantcrisiscontinuestounfold.
As for the “timely” lockdown, we know
it took nearly two months after the first
casewasreportedtoannounceit.Thealmost threatening demand for hydroxychloroquinefromDonaldTrumpiswhat
the writer calls India’s “crucial role” in
the changing global order. The “cooperativefederalism”alludedtoisonlyaeuphemism for the Centre’s chauvinism.
Finally, given the stress on it, one wondersif gratitudecanreplacePPEsforour
corona warriors.
Muhammad Ghazali, Patna

RIGHT ORDINANCE
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Govt.
changing law to stop attacks on health
workers: 5-year jail, Rs 5 lakh fine’ (IE,
April 23). At a time when the country is
fighting COVID-19, attacks on doctors
and healthcare personnel are unpardonable. The government’s decision to
make such attacks a cognisable and
non-bailable offence is welcome.
M C Joshi, Lucknow

COVID AND CRIME
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Jail terms
on hold, convicts to be tracked via
WhatsApp, Google Maps’ (IE, April 23).
The proposal of keeping jail terms on
hold in view of the coronavirus is ap-

New Delhi

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD
To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

propriate. And, tracking convicts via
WhatsAppandGoogleMapsisperhaps,
the best use one could make of modern
technology.
Melville X D’Souza, Mumbai

ONLINE LIMITS
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Going back
to the new school’ ( IE , April 23 ). The
school post-pandemic will be very different. Students and teachers will have
to adapt to many changes, move on to
online learning. But this model also has
limitations. Online learning can fill
some gaps but cannot replicate all the
benefits of a good learning
environment.
Aamil Lodhi, Gandhinagar
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2 Youth Cong workers held for targeting Arnab
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 23

Two men were arrested in the
early hours of Thursday for allegedly trying to attack Republic
TV editor-in-chief Arnab
Goswami and throwing ink on
his car.
The incident took place in
Lower Parel area of central
Mumbaiaround12.15am,when
Goswami and wife Samyabrata,
also a journalist, were returning
home.Bothwereunhurt,thepolice said.
The assailants were caught
by Goswami’s security personnel and handed over to police,
who said both are affiliated to
the Youth Congress.
Mumbai Youth Congress
chief Ganesh Yadav confirmed
that the two are affiliated to the
organisationbutrefusedtocomment
further.
Congress
spokesperson Sachin Sawant
said, “They have done it in their
individual capacity.”
A case has been registered
against the duo — identified as
Arun BoradeandPrateekMishra

-underIPCSections341(wrongfulrestraint),504(intentionalinsult with intent to provoke
breach of peace) and 34 (common intention).
The Indian Newspaper
Society (INS), the Editors Guild
of India and the Press Council of
India (PCI) have condemned the
incident.
Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad sought action against
those involved, while BJP president J P Nadda condemned it
and targeted the Congress over
the incident.
Theincidenttookplacehours
after at least two FIRs were filed
against Goswami by Congress
leaders in Raipur, Chhattirgarh,
andNagpur,Maharashtra,accusinghimofincitingcommunalhatred in the Palghar lynching case
and making derogatory remarks
againstCongresspresidentSonia
Gandhi in his TV show.
Morecaseswerefiledagainst
Goswami on Thursday by
Congress leaders in several
states, including Rajasthan,
Telangana, Maharashtra, and
West Bengal.
Goswami, who was given

Arnab moves SC against FIRs
NewDelhi:TheSupremeCourt
will on Friday hear a plea by
Republic TV editor-in-chief
Arnab Goswami challenging
FIRs against him in some
statesoverhisremarksonaTV
show.
The matter has been listed
before a bench of Justices D Y
Y-category security in 2016, is
protected bytwopolicemenand
a private security guard round
the clock. They were following
him in another car when the allegedattacktookplace,thecomplaint says.
In a written complaint to police,Goswamisaidtwomenona
bike blocked his car when he
reachedGanpatraoKadamMarg
around12.15am.Thepillionrider
allegedlyhitthewindowpaneon
the driver’s side several times.
Realisingthattheycouldn’tbreak
through, the “pillion rider removed a liquid bottle from his
pocket and threw liquid all over
the car on driver’s side, where I

Chandrachud and M R Shah.
The bench will hear it through
video conferencing. Advocate
PragyaBaghel,throughwhom
the plea was filed, said
Goswami is seeking protection from any coercive action
on the basis of the FIRs.

ENS

was sitting,” Goswami stated.
He said the duo shouted and
abused him in Hindi and made
violent gestures.
A police patrolling party
reached the spot and took the
two to NMJoshi Marg policestation.police station. The police
said they have obtained CCTV
footagefromtheareaandareexamining it.
The police said they have obtained CCTV footage from the
area and are examining it.
The police said the accused,
residentsofSionKoliwadaincentral Mumbai, are unemployed.
During questioning, the duo
allegedly said that they were in-

furiated after watching a video
clip on social media in which
Goswami was seen humiliating
Sonia Gandhi and therefore carried out the attack, an officer
said.“Mishrawasridingthebike.
Borade got off and threw ink on
the car,” the officer said.
Asked how they learnt about
Goswami’s movements, an investigator said, “The two claim
that they knew it.”
The initial complaint registered by the police does not refer to political links of the accused. DCP (zone-III) Abhinash
Kumarsaid,“Weproducedthem
in court today and sought their
custody; we want to verify who
they are affiliated with...”
Mishra and Borade have
been remanded in police custody until April 27.
Naddatweeted,“Shockingto
see Arnab Goswami attacked afterCongressCMspubliclythreatened him.... Congress shows it is
the party that brought
Emergencyandcontinuesitsrich
tradition of trampling free
speech.”Prasadtweeted,“Deeply
condemntheviolentphysicalattack....StatePolicemusttakelaw-

ful action against attackers.”
Information
and
Broadcasting Minister Prakash
Javadekar said every attack on
journalists is condemnable, as
this is against democracy.
The INS said in a statement,
“This act shows how goons belonging to political parties have
scant respect for freedom of expression. The INS urges
Maharashtra government to
take strict action against the offenders.”
The Editors Guild of India
stated, “Any physical attack, instigationforhateorverbal abuse
hurled against any journalist is a
reprehensible act.”
The PCI stated, “Every citizen,
includingajournalist,hastheright
to express their opinion which
maynotbepalatabletomanybut
thisdoesnotgiveanybodytheauthoritytostrangulatesuchavoice.
Violence is not the answer even
against bad journalism.”
Objecting to Goswami’s remarks on Sonia Gandhi, the
Congress on Thursday asked the
I&B Ministry to take action
against the journalist and his TV
channel.

SAALLUUTTEE TTHHEE SSOOLLDDIIEERR
S
SI/GD Bhupal Singh
(10.08.1968 – 23.04.2009)
Sashastra Seema Bal fondly remembers and
cherishes the valiant act of SI/GD Bhupal Singh who
made the supreme sacrifice of his life in the line of
duty on this day in 2009. While stationed in Assam he
was travelling alongwith his troops when his vehicle
came under ambush laid down by insurgents.
SI/GD Bhupal Singh bravely retaliated and charged upon the insurgents
and alongwith troops chased them back. Unfortunately he got hit in the
act and succumbed to his injuries and attained martyrdom.
In recognition of his heroic deed he was awarded the “Kirti Chakra” on
Republic Day 2010, posthumously. His gallant act continues to inspire
us all.
We salute the valour and supreme sacrifice of brave martyr.
SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL

TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED
Kagithapuram – 639 136. Karur Dist. Tamil Nadu
Ph: 04324-277 001(10 Lines). e-mail: purchase.wp@tnpl.co.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Tender No
192013
008195

Material Description

Due Date

Sodium Soap Required for Deinking Plant 11.05.2020
Quantity - 360 (MT)

Detailed terms & conditions, Tender Fee, EMD are available in tender
document at our websites: www.tnpl.com / www.tenders.tn.gov.in
DIPR/ 1677 /Tender/2020

TAMILNADU CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION
HO: No.12, THAMBUSAMY ROAD, KILPAUK, CHENNAI-600 010.

E-TENDER NOTICE
No. : QC2/011998/2020
Dated : 23.03.2020
E-Tender No.: TNCSC/20-21/ET/03

Online electronic tender for “THE SUPPLY OF DiSinFESTaTiOn
cHEmicaLS: maLaTHiOn 50% Ec anD aLUminiUm PHOSPHiDE
TabLETS”.
Complete tender can be viewed, downloaded and uploaded
through https://www.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome/tncsc from
24.04.2020 to 27.05.2020.
The bidders have to participate online bidding only with Digital Signature
Certificate (DSC) of Class-II or Class-III.
For Registration and further details contact MSTC LIMITED,
Phone: 25222842 / 25251910 / 25261005 e-Mail : mstcsro@mstcindia.co.in
Last Date for Online Submission : 27.05.2020 up to 2.00 PM
Tender Opening Date & Time : 27.05.2020 at 3.30 PM

TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

Office of the Executive Engineer,
Mechanical Division (MED), Khellani, Doda

Gist of e-Tender Notice No. MDKD/TS/2020-21/01
For and on behalf of Governor of J&K State, eTenders are invited from the reputed manufacturers/
dealers for the below mentioned job:S. No.: 1,
Name of Work: Design, Supply, Installation, Testing
and Commissioning of Medical Oxygen Gas Pipeline
System at Associated Hospital of Govt. Medical
College, Doda.
e-NIT No. & Date: MDKD/TS/2020-21/01 Dtd. 21.04.2020
Due Date: 28.04.2020
Tenders receiving Authority: Executive Engineer,
Mechanical Division, Khellani, Doda
For details of work, terms and conditions and any
other clarifications, kindly contact the Office of the
undersigned on any working day upto 28.04.2020 till
01.00 P.M.
Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Mechanical Division (MED),
KHELLANI, DODA
DIPJ-240

MANAGING DIRECTOR

DIPR/ 1675 /Tender/2020

H.P. POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LIMITED
(A State Government Undertaking)

HIMFED BHAWAN, PANJARI, SHIMLA-171005
(Telefax: 0177-2632384) CIN: U40101HP2008SGCO30950

“CORRIGENDUM NO. 1”
The due date of Tender sale, submission and opening of bids invited for
Tender No. DGMC/19/2020 for “Design Engineering, Manufacturing, Testing of
Equipment, Delivery, Storage, Erection, Civil Works, Testing and
Commissioning of 132/33 kV, 2x25/31.5 MVA Sub-Station Dharampur District
Mandi (H.P.) along with LILO of 132kV Bassi - Hamirpur Transmission Line on
Turnkey basis (Complete Package)”has been extended as follows:

Description
Tender Sale
Submission of Bids (Online)
Submission of Bids (Offline)
Tender Opening

Earlier Deadline
13.04.2020 upto 5.00 P.M.
19.04.2020 upto 5.00 P.M.
20.04.2020 upto 1.00 P.M.
20.04.2020 upto 3.00 P.M.

Revised Deadline
12.05.2020 upto 5.00 P.M.
14.05.2020 upto 5.00 P.M.
15.05.2020 upto 1.00 P.M.
15.05.2020 upto 3.00 P.M.

All other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged.
(K.N. Sharma)
Deputy General Manager (Contracts)
HPPTCL, Himfed Bhawan, Panjari,
Shimla-171005
0020/HP

ÀFa¨FFÕX³FFÕX¹F IÈYd¿F, LXØFeÀF¦FPX

IÈYd¿F dIYFÀF ·F½F³F, ÀFZ¢MXSX-19, ³F½FF SXF¹F´FbSX, AMXÕX ³F¦FSX 492002

Only one journalist
questioned over his
work: Kashmir IGP
BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, APRIL 23

UNDER CRITICISM over “intimidation and harassment” of journalists following police action
against three of them this week,
IGP, Kashmir, Vijay Kumar on
Thursday said that only one of
them has been questioned over
his work while the others have
been booked for “seditious, incendiary and incriminating
texts” and use of “provocative
adjectives” on social media.
In a release, Kumar, referring
to an article in national daily The
Hindu, said, “Only one journalist
has been questioned about a
journalistic work as only one FIR
of instigatingpeopleforviolence
has been registered over an encounter in Shopian at PS (Police
Station) Anantnag.”
Asserting that police have
“always maintained the highest
regard for freedom of press”, the
IGPsaidjournalistsand“relevant
organisations are expected to issue statements only after ascertaining the facts”.
Aboutactionagainstphotographer Masrat Zahra and journalist-author Gowhar Geelani,
the IGP said the charges against
them were not related to their
professional work. “... But because they have posted explicitly seditious, incendiary and incriminating texts on social
media, challenging sovereignty
and integrity of India and attempting to instigate people for
violence.” Zahra has been
booked under the stringent
UAPA.

The officer said
journalists and
‘relevant organisations
are expected to issue
statements only after
ascertaining the facts’
Kumar claimed there were
written complaints against
Geelani “as he has exposed life
of some peaceful and law-abiding citizens to grave risk by posting incriminating and provocative adjectives against them on
social media platforms like FB
(Facebook) and Twitter”.
Police, however, have not
identified the charges invoked
against Geelani.
The IGP also said that one of
the journalists had met him and
“accepted mistake”.
TheFIRwasslappedonastory
by The Hindu that quoted family
members of two militants killed
in an encounter as saying the administrationhadpermittedthem
to exhume their bodies. The encounter was in Shopian and the
bodies were buried in Baramulla
by police. The story has been denied by police, which said it had
only issued the families curfew
passestovisitBaramullafor“verification purpose”.
OnThursday,RajyaSabhaMP
Fayaz Ahmad Mir sent a letter to
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, seeking that the charges
against the journalists be
dropped. The Kashmir Press
Club also reiterated its support
for the journalists.

PMLA case: 7 years in
jail, Rs 2 crore fine for
Jharkhand ex-minister
ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, APRIL 23

A PMLA court on Thursday sentenced former Jharkhand
Minister Enos Ekka, who held
several portfolios in the Madhu
Koda cabinet, to seven years of
imprisonment for misusing his
officialpositiontoacquirealarge
numberof movableandimmovable properties. The court also
slapped a fine of Rs 2 crore and
directed that properties worth
Rs 22 crore belonging to the accused be confiscated.
Special Judge Anil Kumar
Mishrasaidthattheaccusedhad
projected Rs 22 crore “ill-gotten
money” as untainted. “The
convict have
been given effect to a serious offence
being a public
servant and in
awarding sentence
the
caste, class,
sex, age, social
status etc. of
theconvicthas
got no role to
play and it is
not considered,”
the
court said.
It was alleged
that

Ekka, in his nomination papers
filedbefore2005polls,hadmentionedhistotalassetsasamountingtoRs10.48lakh,andacquired
“huge movable and immovable
properties either in his name or
in the name of his family members,relativesandassociates”after he became minister.
The Vigilance Bureau filed a
case against Ekka in 2008 under
thePreventionof Corruption Act
and several other sections.
The court said that “cash deposits of huge amounts” were
found to be in several bank and
post office accounts linked to
Ekka’sfamilymembersandconstructioncompaniesandthatthe
account holders failed to cite legalsourcesofthefund.“Itisfound
that the said accounts were
opened and operated by the account holders when the accused
became minister and it is found
these deposits/transactions are
made through ill-gotten/tainted
money,” the court said.
Probe was also conducted
into vehicles Ekka had purchased in his or his relatives’
name.
The Madhu Koda case is the
first political case where the ED
secured a conviction. In January
2017, a special court convicted
Hari Narayan Rai, a former minister, for laundering Rs 3.7 crore
earned through corrupt means.
The minister was sentenced to
seven years of imprisonment.

TENDER NOTICE

Email Id-pmfbycgraipur@gmail.com/diagricg.cg@nic.in Phone No. 0771-25122345, 2512350

IiaY./´Fi.¸Fa.RY.¶Fe.¹Fû./JSXe´F-SX¶Fe/95/2020-21/Q-60

SXF¹F´FbSX dQ³FFaIY 20/02/2020

//A»´FIYFÕXe³F d³Fd½FQF AF¸FaÂF¯F ÀFc¨F³FF//

(LXØFeÀF¦FPX SXFª¹F ¸FZÔ ´Fi²FF³F¸FaÂFe RYÀFÕX ¶Fe¸FF ¹FûªF³FF dIiY¹FF³½F¹F³F WZX°Fb
kkdIiY¹FF³½F¹F³F EªFZÔÀFell IYF ¨F¹F³F-´FiÀ°FF½F ´FiFd´°F WZX°Fb ÀFadÃF´°F d³Fd½FQF)

4. LX.¦F. SXFª¹F ¸FZÔ ¸FüÀF¸F JSXeRY E½Fa SX¶Fe ½F¿FÊ 2020-21, 202122 E½Fa 2022-23 ¸FZÔ kk´Fi²FF³F¸FaÂFe RYÀFÕX ¶Fe¸FF ¹FûªF³FFll IZY
dIiY¹FF³½F¹F³F WZX°Fb ·FFSX°F ÀFSXIYFSX IÈYd¿F ÀFWXIYFdSX°FF E½Fa dIYÀFF³F
IY»¹FF¯F d½F·FF¦F õFSXF ÀFc¨Fe¶Fð ¶Fe¸FF IaY´Fd³F¹FûÔ ÀFZ °FIY³FeIYe E½Fa
d½FØFe¹F d³Fd½FQF BÊ-d³Fd½FQF IZY ¸FF²¹F¸F ÀFZ AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe W`XÜ
dªFÀF¸FZÔ ÀFa¶Fad²F°F ÀF¸FÀ°F ¾F°FZÊ E½Fa ªFF³FIYFSXe website-http:
//eproc.cgstate.gov.in ¸FZÔ dQ³FFaIY 21.04.2020 ÀFZ
QZJe ªFF ÀFIY°Fe W`XÜ
5. d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF E½Fa QÀ°FF½FZªFûÔ ¸FZÔ dQ¹FZ ¦F¹FZ ÀF¸FÀ°F ¾F°FZÊ ¶Fe¸FF
IaY´Fd³F¹FûÔ IYû ¸FF³¹F dIY¹FF ªFF³FF WXû¦FFÜ
6. BÊ-d³Fd½FQF dQ³FFaIY 06.05.2020 A´FSXF³WX 03.00 ¶FªFZ °FIY
B³ýiFªF IYe ªFF ÀFIZY¦FeÜ

80121

WXÀ°FF/ÀFa¹FböY ÀFa¨FFÕXIY IÈYd¿F
ÀFa¨FFÕX³FFÕX¹F IÈYd¿F
LX.¦F. SXF¹F´FbSX

Public Notice

It is hereby informed by this notice
to all general public that my client Sh.
Chander Bhan, aged 66 yrs.(App)S/o
Late Sh.Tarlok Chand R/o H.No.B-191388/111,Street No3,DevNagar Near
Y Block,Ludhiana Punjab-141001, at
present residing at M-8,Sainik Nagar,
Uttam Nagar,New Delhi-59, has debarred/disowned his wife Smt.Uma
Rani and his 4 children namely Ms.
Anjali,Mr.Ashish,Mr.Aanchal,Mr.
Aayush from his all moveable & immovable properties & assets with immediate eﬀect because of some temperamental diﬀerences with his wife
and as they are already living separately since last 20 years and for their
cetain misdeeds causing a lot of problems,defame,humiliation,insecurity,
terror for my client and his family.
Hereinafter anybody dealing with
him in any manner whatsever will be
doing so at his/her own cost,risk and
responsibilities thereto & my above
named client and his family shall not
be responsible for any acts, deeds &
omissions of above stated persons in
any manner whatsever.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

New Delhi

80710/HRY

Aakriti Sabharwal(Adv.)8800343622
M-135,2nd Floor,Guru Harkishan Nagar,Paschim Vihar,New Delhi-110063
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION &ANSWER

How far can someone without
symptoms spread the infection?
The signals so far are that some people spread COVID-19 before showing symptoms themselves.
Can some also spread the disease without ever showing symptoms? A look at the emerging evidence
andothercoronaviruses(egMERS-CoV,SARSCoV) ranges from 2-14 days,” the CDC says.

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

TWO RECENT figures given out on separate
days by the Indian Council of Medical
Research(ICMR)aboutpeoplewithoutsymptoms testing positive for novel coronavirus
disease(COVID-19)hascreatedfearaboutthe
possibility of unsuspecting individuals suddenly falling very sick, and of their infecting
others. A look at the evidence and the guidance on asymptomatic cases of COVID-19:
What has the ICMR said on this?
On April 20, Dr R R Gangakhedkar, head
of epidemiology and infectious diseases at
ICMR, said: “I have explained that 80% people will have infection without symptoms.
They will be asymptomatic but if you test
them, there is a chance that they will be positive... We need to understand that RT-PCR
test comes positive only after a person is
symptomatic. People take time to be symptomatic. This means if I test him when
asymptomatic, the chances of him/her testing positive are small.” This, he said, is a limitation of the test: the closer one is to the
point of infection — when the disease is contracted and not manifested — the slimmer
arethechancesof testingpositive.Thatisalso
why, he said, India’s testing strategy, which
banks heavily on whether a person is symptomatic (unless one is in a hotspot with a
known history of contact with a confirmed
case),doesnotneedanyimmediaterevision.
The following day, after this led to apprehensions, Dr Gangakhedkar clarified that in
India, 69% of the people who had tested positive are asymptomatic. “What I said yesterday about 80% people is based just on one
study,” he said.
What is the evidence on this?
It is now widely understood that around
the world, the bulk of the people who get infectedwillnotshowsymptoms,andwillprobablynotevenknowthattheyhavecontracted
the virus unless they are subjected to a serologicaltestatsomepointandarefoundtohave
developedantibodies.Lastweek,astudyfrom
China concluded that 44% of the cases who
hadcontractedthediseasehadcaughtitfrom
anasymptomaticperson.Theyestimatedthat
viralshedding,whichiswhenapersoninfects

Testing at a facility run by municipal authorities in Mumbai. Ganesh Shirsekar
another, starts happening two to three days
before the onset of symptoms.
“We observed the highest viral load in
throat swabs at the time of symptom onset,
andinferredthatinfectiousnesspeakedonor
before symptom onset. We estimated that
44%(95%confidenceinterval,25-69%)of secondary cases were infected during the index
cases’presymptomaticstage,insettingswith
substantial household clustering, active case
findingandquarantineoutsidethehome,”reported the researchers, including from
GuangzhouMedicalUniversityandtheWorld
Health Organization (WHO) Collaborating
Centre for Infectious Disease Epidemiology
and Control, at the University of Hong Kong.
The study was published in Nature Medicine.
But what is “presymptomatic stage”?
The WHO recognises three stages of
COVID-19 transmission — asymptomatic,
presymptomatic and symptomatic.
“Symptomatictransmissionreferstotransmission from a person while they are experiencingsymptoms.Datafrompublishedepidemiology and virologic studies provide evidence
that COVID -19 is primarily transmitted from
symptomaticpeopletootherswhoareinclose
contactthroughrespiratorydroplets,bydirect
contact with infected persons, or by contact
with contaminated objects and surfaces,” the
WHO says. The incubation period of the virus
ranges between 5-14 days. Presymptomatic

INDIA COUNT:
TOP 10 STATES

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK
DAILY COUNT OF DEATHS, INFECTIONS

139,243

United Kingdom

151,195
Germany

189,973
Italy

transmissioniswhenapersonspreadsthediseasebeforesymptomsappear,andeventually
develops symptoms themselves.
Onasymptomatictransmission,theWHO
saysit“referstotransmissionofthevirusfrom
a person, who does not develop symptoms.
Therearefewreportsoflaboratory-confirmed
caseswhoaretrulyasymptomatic,andtodate,
therehasbeennodocumentedasymptomatic
transmission.Thisdoesnotexcludethepossibility that it may occur. Asymptomatic cases
have been reported as part of contact tracing
efforts in some countries.”
The US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) is clear that both presymptomaticandasymptomatictransmissionofthe
virus are possible. “The onset and duration of
viralsheddingandtheperiodofinfectiousness
for COVID-19 are not yet known. It is possible
thatSARS-CoV-2RNAmaybedetectableinthe
upper or lower respiratory tract for weeks after illness onset, similar to infections with
MERS-CoVandSARS-CoV.However,detection
ofviralRNAdoesnotnecessarilymeanthatinfectious virus is present. There are reports of
asymptomatic infections (detection of virus
with nodevelopmentof symptoms)andpresymptomatic infections (detection of virus
prior to development of symptoms) with
SARS-CoV-2, but their role in transmission is
notyetknown.Basedonexistingliterature,the
incubation period(thetimefromexposureto
development of symptoms) of SARS-CoV-2

98,674
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TOTAL CONFIRMED: 2,665,122
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87,026
Iran

DEATH COUNT: 186,131

Source: Johns Hopkins University, updated at 11 pm on April 23

How does one protect oneself from
asymptomatic transmission?
There is no alternative to basic safety
practices such as hand-washing, wearing a
mask,andsocialdistancing,saidDr Randeep
Guleria, AIIMS Director and a respiratory
medicinespecialist.Thatis,tillsuchtimethat
avaccineisfound.“Thisiswhyuniversalprecautions such as social distancing hand
washing are so important. Maintaining distanceis very important but stigma onlyends
up increasing mortality and morbidity. You
have to understand that many people, especiallygivenhowyoungourcountryis,would
go through a bit of fever and body ache and
not even know that it is COVID.”
The question of transmission from an individual who does not show symptoms is
also important — while evidence on asymptomatic individuals spreading the disease
may be divided, it is more or less accepted
that people can spread the disease before
they show symptoms.
For how long can a person spread the
disease after being infected by the virus?
Thereplytothisquestioniscommonlyassumed to be 14 days. However, as it is a new
disease, knowledge about it is evolving. In
Kerala recently, a 54-year-old woman tested
positiveforthevirusalmostamonthaftershe
arrived from abroad, and had been quarantined at home ever since. Health officials told
TheIndianExpressthattherehavebeenatleast
a dozen cases so far of people testing positive
afterhavingbeenquarantinedfor28days.On
Thursday, Telangana decided to increase the
home quarantine period to 28 days, from 14
days.TheUnionHealthMinistryhasadvocated
fromtheverystartthatpatientsshouldbefollowedup,atleastthroughcommunitysurveillance, for 28 days and not 14 days.
This is also in line with some of the global
experiences.InastudylastmonthinTheLancet
Infectious Diseases, researchers from Imperial
College London estimated that in China the
“mean duration from onset of symptoms to
deathtobe17·8daysandtohospitaldischarge
tobe24·7days.”Theyalsopointedoutthatall
caseswerehospitalisedthere,notsomuchbecause they needed hospital care, but to “prevent onward transmission”.

21,700 (686 DEATHS)
REST OF INDIA

2,248 Delhi
1,509 UP

1,695 MP

456

West Bengal

960 Telangana

895 Andhra Pradesh
1,629 Tamil Nadu

AndamanandNicobarIslands
ArunachalPradesh
Assam
Bihar
Chandigarh
Chhattisgarh
Goa
Haryana
HimachalPradesh
JammuandKashmir
Jharkhand
Karnataka
Kerala
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Meghalaya
Mizoram
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18
1
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7
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2
12
1
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7
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Union Health Ministry update as of 11 pm, April 23. Some states may have reported
higher numbers. Only states and UTs with the most cases are listed above.

4,325 PATIENTS DISCHARGED IN 30 STATES AND UNION TERRITORIES

Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak and what you should/should not do? Write to explained@indianexpress.com

Oneof Brazil’smanysugar mills,whichareseenasproducingmore sugarandless
ethanolthanearlier.ThatwouldbebadnewsforIndia’sfarmersandmills. Reuters

How oil price crash
impacts sugar, what
it means for India
PARTHA SARATHI BISWAS
& HARISH DAMODARAN
PUNE, NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

IT IS not only oil that has tumbled, with
prices of West Texas Intermediate grade
crude closing at an unprecedented minus
$37.63 per barrel on April 20, before recovering a tad to $13.78 by Wednesday. On
April 21, prices of raw sugar for May delivery at New York crashed to 9.75 cents per
pound, the lowest closing for a nearestmonthfuturescontractsincethe9.70cents
recorded on June 9, 2008. Even commodities such as corn and palm oil have seen
price declines following the slide in crude.
A look at the connection:
We know about oil. But why have
global sugar prices also collapsed?
All commodities have taken a demand
hit from subdued economic activity and
lockdowns imposed by many countries to
combattheCOVID-19 pandemic. Butsugar
is one commodity that, untilquite recently,
was on a bull run. Most estimates showed
global production in 2019-20 (OctoberSeptember) to fall short of consumption by
8-9 million tonnes (mt). On February 12,
thefront-monthrawsugarfuturescontract
at New York actually closed 15.78 cents per
pound, the highest since May 2017. A drop
from that to below 10 cents is rather steep.
One reason for this collapse is the closureof restaurants,weddingsandothersocial functions not taking place, and people
avoiding ice-creams and sweetened cold
beverages that might cause throat infections. The impact of coronavirus-induced
lockdowns on out-of-home consumption
and institutional (as opposed to direct
household) demand for sugar is obvious.
Prakash Naiknavare, managing director of
the National Federation of Cooperative
Sugar Factories, projects sugar consumptioninIndiaalonetodipby1.5-2mtin201920, from the normal 25.5-26 mt levels.
Is that the only reason?
Sinkingcrudepricesappearanevenbiggerfactor.Thejuicefromcrushingsugarcane
can be crystallised into sugar or fermented
into alcohol. When oil prices are high, mills
—especiallyinBrazil—tendtodivertcanefor
makingethanol(alcoholof99%-pluspurity)
thatisusedforblendingwithpetrol.In201920 (April-March), only 34.32% of cane
crushed by Brazilian mills went for manufacturing 26.73 mt of sugar. The rest was
usedtoproduce31.62billionlitresofethanol.
Butwithoilpricestanking—WTIcrudewas
quotingat$53-plustwomonthsago—mills
will not find it attractive to divert cane for
ethanol. Brazil’s mills, which have started
crushing(theIndianseasonisfromOctober),
areseentoproduceupto36mtofsugarand
hardly 26 billion litres of ethanol this year.
How will this affect India?
Dip in sugar consumption, together

with higher Brazilian output, is bad news
for both Indian sugar mills and cane farmers. Before COVID-19 happened, the Indian
industry was expecting to export 5.5-6 mt
of raw sugar in 2019-20. Mills had already
entered into contracts of some 3.8 mt, out
of which 3.05 mt have been shipped out so
far. With ex-factory realisations from exports at Rs 2,250-2,400 per quintal and the
Centre providing a subsidy of Rs 104.48 (it
was termed lump-sum assistance towards
defraying marketing, internal transport,
port handling and ocean freight expenses),
the industry’s woes from excess stocks
were seemingly behind it. This was to be
aided both by exports and lower production (26 mt, from 33.2 mt in 2018-19).
Thecurrentplungeinworldprices,plus
Brazil’s likely production surge, would upsetthesecalculations.Naiknavare,however,
iscountingonIndonesia’sincreasedimport
requirementsanditsdecisionlastmonthto
slashthedutyonIndianrawsugarfrom15%
to 5%. Indonesian refiners are projected to
import 3.3 mt of raws this year, up from 2.6
mtin2019.“TheybuymostlyfromThailand,
which is experiencing a bad drought that
couldleadtoitsproductionfallingfrom14.6
mtin2018-19to9mt.Itopensupanopportunity for us,” he says.
What is the situation with respect to
cane farmers?
Exportsslowingdownandnotmuchdomestic lifting of sugar by institutional consumers has significantly undermined the
abilityofmillstomakecanepayments.Uttar
Pradesh’s factories have till now crushed
cane worth roughly Rs 32,000 crore in the
2019-20season,butmanagedtopayonlyRs
16,456 crore. The state government, last
week, announced a scheme of mills giving
“willing farmers” one quintal each of sugar
forthenextthreemonths,inlieuofcanepayments due to them. Maharashtra mills, too,
hadpaidonlyRs11,310croreoutof theirtotalcaneduesofRs12,539croreasonApril15.
Moreover, the industry’s problem is not
from sugar alone. The lockdown has reducedofftakeof alcohol,beitpotableliquor
or ethanol for blending with petrol. UP
mills,accordingtothestate’scanecommissioner Sanjay Bhoosreddy, may produce
around 100 crore litres (one billion) of
ethanolthis season, compared to 51.5 crore
litres in 2018-19. But with cars and twowheelers not running, oil market companies aren’t very keen to procure ethanol.
Are other agri-commodities impacted?
Prices of corn, which is also used for
making ethanol, fell to their lowest since
September 2009 at Chicago on April 21.
Likewise,palmoil,againafeedstockforbiodiesel, ended 7.5% lower at the Bursa
Malaysiafuturesexchange.Cornpricescan,
in turn, drag down other cereals, just as
palm oil could to soyabean and other
oilseeds. They are all ultimately linked to
oil, whose prices matter as much to petroleum companies as farmers.

AN EXPERT EXPLAINS

Working with lockdown: create green worker pools, not green zones
Bina Agarwal
ALL APPROACHES to easing the lockdown
carry risks of infection spikes. How can we
minimisetheriskwhileallowingwork?The
governmentisfollowingageographic(zonal)
approach.Thisisahigh-riskapproachwhich
can also prove ineffective.
A more effective, minimal-risk approach
would be to create infection-free worker
pools,byastrategiccombinationofantibody
andPCRtestingofworkersinbusinessesthat
open up. Let me explain why.
The government has demarcated three
zones:green,orangeandred.Thegreenzones

are where no new cases were reported over
28dayssincethelastcasetestednegative.The
orangezonesarethosewithafewcases,and
the red ones have a large number of cases.
The government suggests opening up
the green zones first. But these zones may
have many asymptomatic cases, that is, infectedpeoplewithnosymptoms.TheDelhi
government found recently that 25% of
those who tested positive had no symptoms. China had 44% asymptomatic cases.
These are very high figures.
If green zones are opened and 25% peopleareasymptomaticcarriers,infectionswill
spike.Ifworkersaretogetherinfactories,even
withsocialdistancingasingleasymptomatic
carriercaninfectothers,forcingtheentireunit
intoquarantine.Theeffortofopeningupthat
factory will be wasted. Moreover, many factories are located in red zones, and supply
chains often cut across zones.
For example, Baddi town in Himachal
Pradesh is India’s biggest pharma hub, and

home to major companies that produce numerousessentialdrugsfordomesticandexport markets. It is in a red zone but is being
allowed production, with many workers
coming from other states. What if the workers bring infection?
A lower risk method would be to create
“pools of greenworkers” (ratherthan green
zones) who are infection free. Hence, if an
industry wants to open (and all should be
allowed, whether producing essential or
non-essential goods) it should first identify
its workers. Those who have already recovered from the virus will have some immunity. Give them a green certificate or stamp
theirarms.Giveantibodyteststotheremainingworkersinthatindustry.Theseareblood
tests which can identify in an hour if someonehasbeeninfected,evenifasymptomatic.
Someantibodies(IgM)appearafewdaysafter infection and others (IgG) a little later.
Someof thosewhotestpositive maystill
be infectious, others would have recovered.

To identify the recovered, give a PCR test.
Those testing negative can join the green
workers. Those testing positive should selfquarantine for say 7-8 more days, and then
getPCRtestedagainandcleared.Thisprocedurewillcreateaworkerpoolwhocanwork
without endangering others or themselves.
Theywillnotneedon-sitelodgings,sincethey
willhavesomeimmunity,andcancomefrom
any zone, including red.
What about false negatives or false positives in antibody tests?
Thefalsenegatives,thatis,thoseshowing
no antibodies even if infected, would be excluded anyway from the green worker pool.
Onfalsepositives,thatisthoseshowingantibodieswithoutbeinginfected,ifthePCRtest
findstheminfectionfreeandtheyhavebeen
in self-isolation for 14 days, including them
in the worker pool will carry minimal risk.
There will still be some risk, since they will
lackimmunity,buttheirco-workerswithantibodies will have immunity.

The second issue is identifying services
and businesses for antibody testing.
Healthserviceworkersarealreadyonthe
priority list. Another priority is industries
manufacturing PPE kits, ventilators, oxygen
concentratorsandmedicines,buttheyshould
also create green worker pools. Beyond this,
any factory or business that has its requisite
numberofgreenworkersshouldbeallowed
toopen,whicheverzoneitfallsin,withminimumredtapeingrantingpermission.Given
low consumer demand, rather few may initially come forward in any case.
By focusing on green workers and not
green zones, we can also minimise the need
for housing in work locations, which most
businesses lack. But those who want to providehousingcanminimisethechanceofclusterinfections,iftheyhavepre-testedworkers.
The third issue is housing migrant workers who may join the work force later but
needaccommodationnow,givencontinued
lockdowns across states.

New Delhi

For them, large spaces (stadiums, convention centres) should be opened up.
These allow for social distancing, showers
and toilets, community kitchens or even
self-organisedcooking,virustestingspaces,
and parking for transport buses, etc. Many
states areusingschoolsandcolleges for migrants, but these will be needed when they
open, and seldom have stadium-type facilities for a few thousand people.
Basically,weneedaneffectivebutlowrisk
strategy to return to work and ease the lockdown.Azonalapproachcanproveineffective
andcarrieshighrisk.Theanswerliesincreating green worker pools, not green zones,
through targeted antibody plus PCR testing,
and a generous plan to house migrant workers.Wecanthusworkwiththelockdownwith
minimumriskandmaximumeffectiveness.
Bina Agarwal is Professor of Development
Economics and Environment,
University of Manchester
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PAKISTAN

SCmovedover
acquittalsin
Pearlmurder
Karachi/Islamabad: The
Sindh government has
challenged in the
Supreme Court the
provincial high court's
verdict that acquitted
British-borntopal-Qaeda
leader Ahmed Omar
Saeed Sheikh and three
others in the abduction
and murder of US journalist Daniel Pearl in
Karachiin2002.Pearl,the
38-year-old South Asia
bureau chief for The Wall
Street Journal, was abducted and beheaded in
Pakistan in 2002. The
government of Sindh on
Wednesday filed the
challenge before the
Supreme Court against
the April 2 order of the
SindhHighCourt,according to Dawn.

AFRICA

Worriesascases
jump43per
centinaweek
CapeTown:Africahasregistereda43percentjump
in reported COVID-19
cases in the last week,
highlighting a warning
from the World Health
Organizationthatthecontinent of 1.3 billion could
become the next epicentre of the global outbreak.
Africaalsohasa"very,very
limited" and “very, very
strained”testingcapacity,
JohnNkengasong,director
of the Africa Centres for
Disease Control and
Prevention said in his
weekly briefing on
Thursday. It means that
the surge in infections on
the continent is likely to
be even higher in reality,
he said.

BANGLADESH

Shutdown
extendedas
tollrisesto127
Dhaka: Bangladesh has
decided to extend the nationwide COVID-19 shutdown for 10 more days
until May 5. To curb the
spreadof thecoronavirus,
the government initially
declared a general holiday on March 26 for 10
days.Later,thatwasgradually extended till April
25. “The government will
extend the nationwide
shutdown until May 5,” a
Cabinet
division
spokesman told PTI as
health-care officials said
that the pandemic has
spreadtothecountry's58
of 64 administrative districts, indicating worsening situation of community level infections.

The World

BEIJING, APRIL 23
CHINASAIDonThursdayitwould
donate a further $30 million to
the World Health Organization
(WHO), which is seeking more
than $1 billion to fund its battle
against the coronavirus pandemic that has killed more than
180,000 people worldwide.
The pledge comes about a
week after US President Donald
Trumpsuspendedfundingtothe
WHO and accused the Genevabasedorganisationof promoting
Chinese “disinformation” about
the virus, which emerged in the
central city of Wuhan last year.
“Atthiscrucialmoment,supportingWHOissupportingmultilateralism and global solidarity,” Hua Chunying, a
spokeswomanof China’sforeign
ministry, said on Twitter.
The donation aimed to support the global fight against
COVID-19,inparticularstrengthening health systems in developingcountries, shesaid,adding
that China had already donated
$20 million to the WHO on
March 11.
On Wednesday, WHO
Director-General
Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said he
hopedtheTrumpadministration
would reconsider its decision.
“I hope the US believes that

Close wildlife
wet markets
permanently,
says Pompeo

Australia to pursue
Covid probe at World
Health Assembly

REUTERS

KIRSTY NEEDHAM

US SECRETARY of State Mike
PompeosaidthattheUnitedStates
has called on China to permanently close its wildlife wet markets, citing links between those
marketsandzoonoticdiseases.
“Given the strong link between illegal wildlife sold in wet
markets and zoonotic diseases,
the United States has called on
the People’s Republic of China to
permanently close its wildlife
wetmarketsandallmarketsthat
sellillegalwildlife,”Pompeosaid
in a statement late Wednesday.
He had earlier hit out at
Beijing again over the outbreak
and accused it of taking advantage of the pandemic to bully
neighbours.PompeorepeatedallegationsthatChinawasexploitingtheworld’sfocusonthepandemic with “provocative
behaviour”toerodeautonomyin
Hong Kong, exert military pressureonTaiwanandcoerceneighbours in the South China Sea.
“The United States strongly
opposes China’s bullying, we
hope other nations will hold
them to account,” he said.

AUSTRALIA WILL push for an internationalinvestigationintothe
coronavirus pandemic at next
month’s annual meeting of the
World Health Assembly, the decision-making body of the
World Health Organisation
(WHO), its prime minister said
on Thursday.
Australia wants the WHO to
be strengthened and is suggesting introducing inspectors with
the power to enter a country to
respondmorequicklytoahealth
crisis. Australia sits on the executive board of the assembly,
whichdeterminesWHOpolicies
and appoints the director-general.Theassemblyisduetomeet
on May 17.
The coronavirus is believed
tohaveemergedinamarketselling wildlife in the central
Chinese city of Wuhan late last
year. It has spread around the
worldinfecting some 2.6million
people and killing more than
183,000 of them, according to
Reuters calculations.
The WHO’s response to the
outbreak has become con-

WASHINGTON, APRIL 23

Chinese President Xi Jinping inspects a primary school in Shaanxi Province. AP
this an important investment,
notjusttohelpothers,butforthe
U.S. to stay safe also,” Tedros said
during a virtual briefing.
China had hinted at stepping
up its monetary contribution to
theUNhealthagencyonApril15.
Beijing's response came a day after Trump announced to put a
"verypowerful"holdonUS'funding to the WHO, accusing the UN
agencyofbeing"veryChina-centric" and criticising it for having
"missed the call" in its response
to the coronavirus pandemic.

2.32 LAKH CASES IN CHINA BY MID-FEB: STUDY
Beijing: China could have reported over 2.32 lakh COVID19 cases by mid-February —
more than four times of what
wasofficiallyannounced—if it
had followed a broader criterionto countthe total number
of infections, a study has said.
"We estimated that there
were at least 2,32,000 infections in the first epidemic

wave of coronavirus in mainland China," said University of
Hong Kong researchers.
In the study published in
The Lancet, researchers said
China might have had
2,32,000 cases rather than the
official count of about 55,000
by February 20, if a revised
definition adopted earlier had
been applied throughout. PTI

SYDNEY, APRIL 23

Hidden outbreaks
spread through US
far earlier: Estimates
BENEDICT CAREY &
JAMES GLANZ
NEW YORK, APRIL 23

BY THE time New York City confirmed its first case of the coronavirus on March 1, thousands
of infections were already
silently spreading through the
city, a hidden explosion of a disease that many still viewed as a
remotethreatasthecityawaited
the first signs of spring.
Hidden outbreaks were also
spreading almost completely
undetected in Boston, San
Francisco, Chicago and Seattle,
long before testing showed that
each city had a major problem,
according to a model of the
spread of the disease by researchers at Northeastern
University who shared their results with The New York Times.
Even in early February —
whiletheworldfocusedonChina
— the virus was not only likely to
be spreading in multiple
American cities, but also seeding
blooms of infection elsewhere in
the US, the researchers found.
In five major US cities, as of
March1,therewereonly23confirmed cases of coronavirus. But
according to the Northeastern
model,therecould have actually
been about 28,000 infections in
those cities by then.
Aspoliticalleadersgrappledin
February with the question of
whether the outbreak would become serious enough to order
measureslikeschoolclosuresand
remote work, little or no systematic testing for the virus was takingplace.“Meanwhile,inthebackground,youhave thissilentchain
of transmission of thousands of
people,” said Alessandro
Vespignani, director of the

4.4 MN MORE FILE
JOBLESS CLAIMS;
TOTAL NOW 26 MN

■ With government
phones and websites
clogged and drop-in
centres closed, legal aid
lawyers are fielding
complaints from people
who say they don’t know
where else to turn. NYT
Network Science Institute at
NortheasternUniversityinBoston.
The model estimates all infections, including those in people who may experience mild or
no symptoms.
Otherdiseaseresearcherssaid
the findings of Dr Vespignani’s
team were broadly in line with
their own analyses. The research
offersthefirstclearaccountingof
howfarbehindthe UnitedStates
was in detecting the virus. And
thefindingsprovideawarningof
what can recur, the researchers
say, if social distancing restrictions are lifted too quickly. NYT

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 23

CHECK-UP QUEUE
Drivers wait to be checked amid large-scale social restrictions to prevent the spread of coronavirus in Bandung area of West
Java in Indonesia on Thursday. Reuters

‘Let us not squander what we achieved’
NEW YORK TIMES
NEW YORK, APRIL 23

CHANCELLOR ANGELA Merkel
of Germany on Thursday
warned the governors of the
country’s 16 states against loosening restrictions on public life
too quickly, saying that it could
jeopardise the nation’s ability to
keep the spread of coronavirus
under control.
“Let us not squander what
wehaveachieved,”shesaidinan
address to Parliament.
Germanyhasslowedthepandemic’s spread since residents
wereorderedtolargelyremainin
their homes starting in midMarch.Thecountry,whichhasre-

Merkel warned against false
sense of security. Reuters
portedmorethan148,000infectionsandover5,000fatalities,has
had a steady decline in the number of new cases since April.
After discussions with the
chancellorlastweek,thestatesal-

lowedsmallerstoresand,insome
cases,schoolstobeginreopening
on Monday under restrictions.
Merkel said she stood by her
decisions to impose restrictions,
and to allow them to be slowly
eased,butcautionedagainstcreating a false sense of security.
“Nobody wants to hear this,
but the truth is that we are not
living in the final phase of this
pandemic,butatthebeginning,”
she said. “We are going to have
to live with it for a long time.”
Butthe chancelloralso noted
that the outbreak and subsequent lockdown was proving
challenging. “This pandemic is
animpositiononourdemocracy,
because it restricts our existential rights and needs,” she said.

‘We are in prison’: Pain in France’s nursing homes exposed
PARIS, APRIL 23

FOR HER first authorised visit in
more than six weeks with her
80-year-old mother, Sabrina
Deliry prepared a selection of
their favourite tunes, among
themEdithPiaf's“LaVieenRose.”
Later, at the Paris nursing
home where the mother has
been agonising in the solitude of
her room, feeling imprisoned
and miserable without the sun
on her cheeks, the breeze in her
hair or her daughter's tender
hugs, they listened to the French

songbird together.
Evenbeforemanybusinesses
rumble back to life or schoolyardsbustleagain,Francestarted
to allow tightly regulated nursing home visits this week, puncturing a strict no-visitors lockdown that still failed to prevent
an ongoing tidal wave of coronavirus deaths among elderly
nursing home residents.
For some, seeing their parentsagain broughtjoyandrelief.
“I know how important it is
for
her,"
Christopher
Cronenberger said after seeing
his 87-year-old mother.
But for others, the visits are

tentious with U.S. President
Donald Trump accusing it of being “China-centric” and suspending U.S. funding.
Diplomats believe the May
meeting opens the door for discussion of Australia’s call for an
enquirybecauseagendaitemsalready include calls for a “lessons
learned” review of health emergencies, and urge members to
complywithinternationalhealth
regulations introduced after the
2004 SARS outbreak in China.
“The
World
Health
Assembly is coming up in May.
There are opportunities to pursue that matter there and that
is our first port of call,”
Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison said. REUTERS

SAJJAD HUSSAIN

■ More than 26 million
people have joined the
ranks of the unemployed
over the past five weeks.
As many as 4.4 million
workers filed for jobless
benefits last week
■ State agencies have
scrambled to handle the
flood of filings as well as
a set of federal eligibility
rules instituted to deal
with the crisis. Panic is
widespread among
the most vulnerable

Scott Morrison

Pak using
ISI’s system
to keep track
of suspected
cases: Imran

‘STOPPING US FROM SEEING OUR CHILDREN IS A CRIME’

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Madagascar soldiers went door-to-door in Antananarivo,
doling out sachets of a herbal tea touted by President Andry
Rajoelina as a powerful remedy against COVID-19. This herbal
tea gives results in seven days," Rajoelina said. "We can change
the history of the entire world."

After US freezes WHO funds, China steps in

Chinese govt said it would donate $30 million more to the global health body;
WHO chief says he hopes Trump administration reconsiders freeze on funds
Daniel Pearl

MADAGASCAR HANDS OUT ‘MIRACLE CURE’

At the Kaisesberg nursing home in eastern France. AP

proving bittersweet: Better than
nothing,butnowhereclosetobeing enough. After all, how can a
few minutes, sat across a table in
facemasks,makeupforsomany
days apart? Sabrina and Patricia
were on the phone to each other
minutes after they said goodbye
with blown air kisses and the
mother trundled back alone to
her room in her motorised
wheelchair, giving a final wave.
"Stopping us from seeing our
children is a crime,” she said.
“They wait for us to die before
sending our children to us.” The
visit, she said, “makes me want
to live again.” But the next can-

not come soon enough. “We are
in prison," Patricia said.
Sabrina is among those who
believes that nursing homes
were sealed off not to protect
residents but to prevent families
from knowing what was happening inside.
“It sickens me,” she said.
“Those are our parents behind
those walls, my mother, our fathers. They have no right to deprive us of them like that.” She
worries that Patricia, a retired
hairdresser who has suffered a
stroke, will be even more diminished physically by weeks of being confined to her room.

Wherethe
limitlies
The concern for Germany,
and for Europe in general,
lies in deciding which restrictions are safe to lift.
German experts have
voiced worries that easing
too many measures would
result in the country losing
the early lead it had gained.
Forexample,whileopening
of stores,schoolsandsalons
has been charted, experts
have met with scepticism a
push to open restaurants.

PAKISTAN PRIMEMinister Imran
Khan disclosed on Thursday that
his government was using a system, originally meant to track
downterroristsbythespyagency
ISI,totracesuspectedcasesinthe
country, as the number of the
COVID-19patientsroseto10,927.
“It (tracking system) was
originally (meant to trace) terroristsbutwe'reusingittotackle
corona,” Khan said during the
live Ehsaas Telethon to raise
funds to support the people
worst hit by the pandemic.
He said that "tracking and
testing is the only way to reopen
businesses". Khan said that efficient tracking and testing of
coronavirus infected persons
was the only way to reopen the
closedbusinessesinthecountry.
Khan said that a lockdown
for indefinite period was not an
option and any decision about
the shut down should be for “all
Pakistanis and not just the elite”.
“The government is looking
at the option of smart lockdown
to wisely provide relief to the
people badly hit by the closure
of the country,” he said. PTI

Imran Khan

WWII veteran dies of
Covid 100 years after
Spanish flu kills twin
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
NEW YORK, APRIL 23

A 100-YEAR-OLD World War-II
veteran has died of the new
coronavirus a century after his
twin brother was killed in the
1918-19 Spanish flu pandemic,
US media reports said.
Philip Kahn fought at the
Battle of Iwo Jima and helped
with aerial surveys after the
atomic bombing of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, Newsday said on
Wednesday in its online edition.
Kahn and his twin Samuel
were born in December 1919

New Delhi

and Samuel died of the Spanish
flu not long after.
HisgrandsonWarrenZysman
said Kahn had been afraid of another pandemic coming along
during his lifetime. "It was something he brought up quite frequently," Zysman told CNN. "I
would have conversations with
him,hewouldsaytome,'Itoldyou
history repeats itself, 100 years is
notthatlongof aperiodof time.'"
Kahn experienced coronavirussymptomssuchascoughing before his death on April 17.
"He talked about his brother
a lot in the last few days,"
Zysman said.
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GOLD

RUPEE

`41,705

`76.06

OIL

SILVER

$26.15

`38,100

Note: Spot gold markets shut due to lockdown in major states. *Indian basket as on March 19, 2020

SENSEX: 31,863.08 ▲ 483.53 NIFTY: 9,313.90 ▲ 126.6 NIKKEI: 19,429.44 ▲ 291.49 HANG SENG: 23,977.32 ▲ 83.96 FTSE: 5,763.47 ▼ 7.16 DAX: 10,390.18 ▼ 24.85
International market data till 1900 ISTs

TRACKING COVID-19
CYBERSECURITY

After Aarogya Setu,
tender for wristband
to track patients by
CPSE causes concern
AASHISHARYAN&
PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,APRIL23

EVEN AS privacy concerns for
COVID-19trackingappAarogya Seturemain, the Broadcast
EngineeringConsultantsIndia
Limited (BECIL) — a central
publicsectorenterprise(CPSE)
under the Ministry of
InformationandBroadcasting
—hasfloatedatenderinviting
companies to supply devices
such as COVID-19 patient
trackingtool,onlinehighfever
scanning tools and handheld
thermal imaging systems.
The requirements and
functionalities sought by the
CPSE in the three tools raise
red flags of surveillance and
“severe breach” of personal
sensitive data, cybersecurity
and legal experts said.
BECIL undertakes supply
ofspecialisedcommunication,
monitoring, security and surveillance systems to defense,
police and para-military departments, according to the
tender document.
Thelastdateof openingof
thebidsforthethreewasfixed
for April 20.
BECIL did not respond to
emailed queries on privacy
concerns. Another email
which sought to know
whether the CPSE had so far
received any responses from
thebidderandwhetherithad
selected a vendor for these
tools did not elicit a response
either. Of the three tools
soughtbyBECIL,themostcontroversial is the COVID-19 patient tracking tool, which
couldbeintheformofawristband, experts said.
Thereare33requirements
that the government mandates the tool must have. The
first among them says that it
mustbean“intelligenceinvestigation platform & tactical
tool to detect, prevent and investigate threats to national
security,” using call data
records, internet protocol detail record, tower and mobile
phone forensics data.
“Reading through the
specifications of the tracking
tool,itisevidentthattheitem,
presumablyacomprehensive
software, goes beyond a
healthcare tool and opens up
thepossibilityofmasssurveillance,” policy group Software
Freedom Law Centre (SFLC)
said in a statement.
The tracking tool should,
among other things, be “advanced analytics and intelligencesoftwarethatusestelecom&internetdatatoidentify
suspectlocations,associations
& behaviour”. The first two
points,legalexpertssaid,indicateinnouncertaintermsthat
the app could be used as a
tracking tool if the need be.
“It is sort of like the ankle
bracelet for prisoners and

‘BREACH’ OF
PERSONAL DATA
■BECIL,aCPSEunder
theI&BMinistry,has
floatedatender
invitingcompaniesto
supplydevicessuch
asCOVID-19patient
trackingtool,online
highfeverscanning
toolsandhandheld
thermalimaging
systems
■ Therequirements
andfunctionalities
soughtbytheCPSEin
thethreetoolsraise
redflagsof
surveillanceand
“severebreach”of
personalsensitive
data,expertssaid
parolees that many countries
have...Thistooltakesonestep
forwardandanalysesthedata,
providing invasive insights
into personal lives,” a Punebased cyber-law expert said.
Oneoftherequirementsof
thedevicestatesthatitshould
be able to geofence an area of
interest, such as “meeting
place,airport,mosque,railway
station, bus stand” and identify all the people present at
the said location, the tender
document said.
“Manycomponentsofthe
tool included in the tender
document go beyond the
common requirements of
contact tracing and could resultinpervasivesurveillance,”
the SFLC statement said.
Apart from the tracking
tool,theCentrehasalsosought
suppliesofhand-heldthermal
imagingsystemandanonline
thermalfeversensingsystem.
Forthehand-heldthermal
imaging system too, the governmenthasspecifiedthatthe
device—apartfrombeingable
to take temperatures from a
distance of 2-5 metres —
shouldalsohaveasecuredigital memory card slot with a
capacityofupto32gigabytes.
Thesaiddeviceshouldalso
havevoiceannotationrecordingandtextcommentfeature
whilecapturinganimage,and
shouldhaveanin-builtmicrophoneandbebigenoughtobe
mounted on a tripod. Though
thedevicewillhave“anaudio
alarm for high temperature,”,
the “high-temperature value
shallbeadjustableasperuser
requirement in the real-time
scenario”, the tender document said.
The third tool, an online
thermalfeversensingsystem,
also has certain controversial
requirementssuchasfacedetection feature, video and audio recording, a minimum of
one month of video footage
being recorded, experts said.

INDUSTRY BODIES WORKING ON PROPOSAL TO CONDUCT SNAPSHOT SURVEY

Govt,industrytojoinhands,mapskills
withjobsfor22lakhstrandedmigrants

AANCHALMAGAZINE
NEWDELHI,APRIL23

AFTERREGISTERINGdetailsof22
lakhstrandedmigrantworkersin
shelters amid the ongoing lockdown to counter the COVID-19
pandemic,thegovernmentplans
tocollaboratewiththeindustryto
findthemigrantworkersemployment by mapping their skill sets
to meet the requirement for jobs
on the ground.
The process had hit a roadblock as the database for migrant
workersregisteredsofarinmany
stateswaslimitedtoidentification
details — name, bank accounts,
mobilenumber,Aadhaar,Ujjwala
registration — but lacked details
of their skill sets and immediate
preceding work experience. This
information is critical for the industry to meaningfully map the

Theprocess hadhitaroadblockasthedatabasefor
migrantworkersregisteredsofarinmanystates
waslimitedtoidentification detailsbutlacked
detailsof theirskillsetsandimmediatepreceding
workexperience

skills and qualifications of workerswiththeavailableworkopportunitiesinareasneartheshelters.
Attemptsarebeingmadetofill
upthiscrucialinformationgapto
feed the available worker pool to
nearby industrial units after the
requisite testing regimen. “Governmenthascollectedinformation
forthemigrantworkers.Butabetterapproximationofwherethose
workerscanfitincanbedoneonly
if we have data on their skill sets
and where they were employed
before they came to stay in the
shelter. These questions need to

be added to make it a workable
dataset,” an industry source said.
Industry representatives said
the details so far are more from
theidentificationperspectiveand
mighthelpinanyproposedtransferofbenefitsbythegovernment,
butmoregranulardetailswillhelp
ingettingtheworkersemployed.
Industrychamberssuchasthe
Confederation of Indian Industry
arealreadyworkingonaproposal
to conduct a snapshot survey
across the country to assess the
potential work opportunities for
these migrant workers after par-

tial relaxation was granted to industryforresumptionofworkbeginning April 20. A senior Labour
Ministryofficialsaiddatahasbeen
collectedfor22lakhworkersand
more work is being done to update the database.
On Wednesday, addressing a
FICCI webinar, Labour Secretary
Heeralal Samariya had said that
the Centre has collected the data
ofmigrantworkersfromstatesas
well as districts. “... we are trying
if there’s work available with factories,builders,howtodomatching so that they can be provided
employment in nearby places so
that work can start in factories ...
weareonjob,issuinginstructions
to concerned district administrationsothatworkandreliefmaterial can be given,” he had said.
As per the status report submitted by the Home Ministry to
theSupremeCourtinMarchend,

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,APRIL23

BANKS HAVE largely ignored the
Rs 25,000-crore targeted long
term repo operations (TLTRO)
conductedbytheReserveBankof
India(RBI)andbidforonlyhalf of
themoneyputbytheRBIonThursday, indicating their reluctance
to bail out troubled non-banking
finance companies (NBFCs) and
micro-financeinstitutions(MFIs).
Of the Rs 25,000 crore put by
the central bank on the TLTRO
windowonThursday,bankstook
only Rs 12,850 crore (for threeyear tenor), while there were no
takersfortheremainingamount.
The RBI offers TLTRO funds at the
repo rate of 4.40 per cent.
“Banks don’t seem to be keen
on giving money to small and
medium NBFCs ... many of them
are facing liquidity crunch as collections have fallen due to the lockdown,” said a banking source.
There’s already a complaint
thatbankswhichhadtakenfunds
from the central bank’s TLTRO
window earlier had given that
moneytotop-ratedcorporates,ignoringtheclaimsofcash-starved
small and medium units.
Lastweek,theRBIannounced
TLTRO 2.0 and the scheme man-

Partial credit
guarantee
an option
POORPARTICIPATIONby
banksintheTLTROfor
NBFCsclearlyhighlights
thebanks’reluctanceto
lendtomid-sizeand
smallNBFCsandMFIsin
thecurrentsituation.A
viableoptioncouldbea
structurewithpartial
creditguaranteebythe
government,similarto
thePCGscheme
launchedlastyearfor
securitisation.Thisis
likelytoeaseliquidity
challengesof NBFCs

dates that within the total size of
Rs 50,000 crore, 10 per cent should be allocated to MFIs, 15 per
centtoNBFCswithassetsizeofRs
500 crore and below, and 25 per
cent to NBFCs with asset size be-

‘Indian refiners stare at
`25,000 cr inventory loss’
Indian oil refiners may have incurred a `25,000-crore
inventory loss in January-March period, Crisil Ratings said

tween Rs 500 crore and Rs 5,000
crore rated in investment grade.
NBFCs, especially those not at
the highest end of credit rating,
were unable to access the funding. The situation has aggravated
asmanybankshavenotbeenaccommodativeinprovidingamoratorium to NBFCs, while the latter
have already provided a moratoriumtotheircustomers.Ontopof
this, banks are not availing of
fundsofferedbyRBItohelpsmall
andmediumNBFCs,sourcessaid.
VydianathanRamaswamy,director—ratings,
Brickwork
Ratings,saidlimitedparticipation
by banks in the TLTRO 2.0 clearly
highlights the banks’ reluctance
to lend to mid-size and small
NBFCsandMFIsinthecurrentsituation. “Given the lack of risk appetite in banks, a structure with
partial credit guarantee by the
government similar to the PCG
schemelaunchedlastyearforsecuritizationmaybetheonlyviable
optiontoeaseliquiditychallenges
of NBFCs,” he said.
While collections are falling
steeply in the wake of the lockdown, closure of units and job
losses, an estimated Rs 1.75 lakh
croredebtobligationofNBFCswill
mature by June 2020.
The RBI had asked banks, cooperative banks and NBFCs to of-

fer three-month moratorium on
loan repayments by their customersinthewakeoftheCOVID19pandemicandthelockdownin
thecountry.However,bankshave
refusedtogivethesamefacilityto
NBFCs which have taken huge
loans from the banking sector.
According to India Ratings,
NBFCswithanassetsizebetween
Rs 500 crore and Rs 5,000 crore
largely belong to ‘BBB’ and ‘A’
rated categories and may have
weakerliquidityandotherbuffers
than higher rated issuers. With a
largesegmentofNBFCs’customer
base (both in MSME and otherwise)likelytobesignificantlyimpacted by the lockdown, delinquenciescoulddisproportionately
risefortheselenders.TheRBImay
have to revise their strategy to
helpsmallandmediumNBFCsas
banksarehesitanttogivefundsto
them. In the TLTRO 1.0 window,
mostofthefundingwasabsorbed
by public sector entities and bigger corporates.
A top corporate had raised Rs
8,500 core through an NCD issue
earlier this month. Banks have so
farmobilisedRs1lakhcrorefrom
theRBIatreporate.Manyofthese
corporatesareraisingthisdebtto
not only tide over short-term liquidity challenges but also
strengthentheirliquiditybuffers.

20-50 DAYS:

$10-20 PER
BARREL:

CRUDE INVENTORY THAT
INDIAN REFINERS KEEP ON
AVERAGE TO AVOID
DISRUPTION IN OPERATIONS
Crude prices nosedive: As

demand slumped due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
prices of global crude oil
plummeted from an average of
$55 per barrel in February to:
■ $33 in March
■ $20 at March-end
Inventory losses: The mayhem
in the oil market meant that by
the time crude oil is processed

INVENTORY LOSS CAUSED
DUE TO RAPID FALL IN CRUDE
PRICES

and converted into fuel, the
rates have fallen, resulting in
inventory losses
9.7 million barrels per day:

Record production cut that oil
cartel OPEC and its allies
agreed to on April 12, in spite
of which crude prices have
hovered low
Source: Crisil Ratings/PTI

IndiGo reverses April Amazon India’s pilot project to give local
pay cut for staff keeping stores online presence gets `10 cr boost
in mind ‘govt’s wishes’

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA

ENSECONOMICBUREAU

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath
SinghThursdayunveiledviavideo
link a Mobile Virology Research
and Diagnostics Laboratory
(MVRDL) developed by DRDO
thatwillhelpspeedupCOVID-19
screening, a statement said.
The first such Mobile Viral
Research Lab (MVRL) that will
speed up coronavirus screening
andrelatedR&Dactivitieswasdeveloped by the Research Centre
Imarat (RCI), the Hyderabadbased laboratory of the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), in consultation with ESIC Hospital,
Hyderabad, the statement said.
TheMVRListhecombinationofa
Biosafety Level 3 lab and a BSL 2
labessentialtocarryoutitswork.

INDIA’S LARGEST airline IndiGo
Thursday reversed its decision
announced last month to cut
salaries of its employees despite
facing financial pressures due to
flight restrictions on account of
the COVID-19 outbreak, according to people with knowledge of
the matter.
In March, the airline had announced across the board pay
cuts of up to 25 per cent, citing a
“precipitous drop in revenues”
thatthreatenedtheverysurvival
of the airline industry.
According to company
sources, IndiGo chief executive
Ronojoy Dutta wrote to the airline’s staff Thursday informing
them of the reversal in decision
on account of the “government’s

ENSECONOMICBUREAU

NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

‘Don’tcount
paymentdelays
duetolockdown’
New Delhi: Sebi Thursday
askedvaluationagenciesnot
to consider any lockdownrelated delay in payment of
interest or principal or extension of maturity of a securityasdefaultforthepurpose of valuation of money
market and securities held
by mutual funds. PTI

Reliefpackage
forexhibition
industry
New Delhi: Amid the hardship being faced by third
party fair organisers, India
TradePromotionOrganisation,thenodaltradefairbody
under the Commerce
Ministry, announced relief
package/stepstothirdparty
organiserswhoholdexhibitionsatPragatiMaidan. ENS

TLTRO 2.0: Banks not keen on NBFC Prolonged lockdown:
bailout, take little over half of RBI funds Growth may contract

Mobile testing
lab to speed
up COVID-19
screening
NEWDELHI,APRIL23

statesandunionterritorieshadset
up21,064relief campsforfoodor
shelter,withthegovernmentshaving provided shelter to 6,66,291
persons and food to 22,88,279
persons.Thisdatasetincludesdetailsofpooranddestitute,stranded
migrant workers, workers who
need access to food, or workers
whoreachedtheirdestinationbut
were needed to be quarantined.
Thoughthere’sacountrywide
lockdown in force till May 3, the
government had allowed partial
resumption of some industries
fromApril20.TheCentrehadalso
allowed movement of migrant
labourbetweendistrictswithina
state, primarily to facilitate the
movement of available skill sets
to areas where they would be
needed if factories and industrial
units are to start. The movement
of labour between states, however, remains prohibited.

BRIEFLY

wishes of not reducing pay duringthelockdown”.Consequently,
the staff will be paid full salaries
for the month of April. However,
Dutta informed the staff that executivecommitteemembersand
thoseaboveseniorvice-president
levelhavevolunteeredtotakethe
pay cuts for April.
Concurrentwiththecountrywide lockdown, airlines are not
allowedtooperateanyscheduled
commercialflightondomesticor
international routes till May 3.
IndiGo’s decision stood out
among its competitors in the domesticsector,mostofwhichhave
eitherreducedthesalariesofemployeesorhavefurloughedthem.
Airlines—whichhaveahighfixedcostmodel—havebeentrying to reduce costs to survive,
giventhatrevenuegenerationhas
now been limited to cargo operations for Indian carriers.

NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

ONLINERETAILERAmazonIndia
on Thursday announced an investment of Rs 10 crore in a pilot
programme under which it has
onboarded5,000localstoressellingitemsincludinggrocery,electronics, apparel, toys and home
furnishings.
Theinvestmentcommitment
comes a day after Facebook announceda$5.7-billionstakepurchase in Jio Platforms, alongside
an arrangement between its
messaging platform WhatsApp
and Reliance Retail that will see
the new e-commerce platform
JioMartaccelerateitsdrivetodigitise three crore small grocery
stores across the country.
“Over the last 6 months, we
have been running a pilot with
5,000+ offline retailers and local
shopstobringthebenefitsof online selling closer to them. Code-

named‘LocalShopsonAmazon’,
this program helps customers
discover products from local
shops in their city (many they already trust and love!) from the
convenience of their homes,
while helping shopkeepers supplementtheirfootfallswithadigitalpresenceandexpandbeyond
their normal catchment,” Gopal
Pillai,VP—sellerservices,Amazon
India, wrote in a blogpost.
These include stores from
Delhi-NCR,Hyderabad,Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Pune, Jaipur,
Ahmedabad, Coimbatore, Surat,
Indore, Lucknow, Saharanpur,
Faridabad, Kota, Varanasi among
others.
“The last few weeks have
brought us across an unprecedented challenge. As we focused
oureffortstoserveonlyessential
products to customers, it was
heartening to see how hundreds
of retailers and shopkeepers
across India, already part of the
pilot,playedanimportantroleto

help the customers in need,” he
added.
As of now, shops enrolled
with the programme are only
sellinggroceriesandessentials,as
thosearetheonlycategoriespermitted by the government, but
Amazonexpectsothercategories
to pick up once the lockdown is
relaxed.
Retail sector analysts are predictingashiftinconsumerbehaviour in favour of e-commerce
even once the lockdown is lifted.
“After the control of the
spread of coronavirus and post
thelockdownperiod,spendingas
wellasshoppingpatternsof consumers are expected to change
significantly ... In such times, retailerswithpresenceacrossretail
segments (grocery, apparel, appliances, accessories) as well as
whohaveanomni-channelstrategy with presencein both offline
andonlinechannelsareexpected
tohaveaquickerrecovery,”CARE
Ratings said in a research note.

by 0.9%, says CII
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL23

CORPORATEINDIAhasexpressed
fearsthattheGDPwillcontractby
0.9 per cent in FY21 if the coronavirus outbreak gets prolonged
andthelockdowncontinuesfora
longperiod.“Incaseofamoreprolonged outbreak, where the restrictions in existing hot-spot regions get extended, while new
regions are identified as ‘hotspots’leadingtointermittentstop
and start in economic activity,
GDPislikelytodeclineby-0.9per
cent,”theConfederationofIndian
Industry (CII) said.
On Thursday, Fitch Ratings
alsocutIndia’sgrowthprojection
to 0.8 per cent in 2020-21, saying
an unparalleled global recession
wasunderwayduetodisruptions
causedbytheCOVID-19outbreak
and resultant lockdowns.
In the baseline scenario, GDP
isexpectedtogrowat0.6percent
on an annual basis as economic

activity is likely to remain constrainedduetocontinuingrestrictions on free movement of goods
andpeoplebeyondthelockdown
period, CII said. “This will lead to
disruption in supply chains, slow
pick-up in investment activity,
labourshortagesintheshort-run
andmutedconsumptiondemand
onaccountofreducedhousehold
incomes,” it said.
In the optimistic scenario,
which envisages a faster pick-up
postthelockdownperiod,GDPis
projected to register a growth of
1.5 per cent at best, it said.
“Giventheextentof thedamage to the economy from the disruption to business, the GDP
growth in FY21 will likely be the
lowest in many decades,” said
ChandrajitBanerjee,directorgeneral, CII. “The economic costs of
thelockdownarerisingeachpassingdaywiththeimpactbeingfelt
across sectors. The situation requires immediate, across the
boardintervention from the government,” he said.

As output costs exceed
global prices, upstream
oil & gas cos seek relief
KARUNJITSINGH

Crude rallies on
faster output cuts

UPSTREAM OIL and gas companies are seeking reliefs on taxes
and levies from the government
as the fall in international Brent
crudepricestobelow$20perbarrel has hit their profitability.
Sources at ONGC and Oil India
(OIL) said that top management
was in discussions with the
PetroleumMinistryseekingrelaxations in both oil cess and royalties,astheircostofproductionexceeds international crude prices.
“ONGC management has
asked that oil cess and royalties
not be levied when crude prices
are below $45 per barrel,” said a
source aware of developments,
adding that these should be
waived for the duration of the
supplyglutanddemandcollapse
due to the COVID-19 outbreak.
Oil producers are required to
pay a 20 per cent oil cess on the
price of crude as well as a royalty
of 10-12.5 per cent for offshore
production of oil.
Another source in the know
said that upstream oil PSUs had
bornethebruntofprovidingsubsidies to consumers when crude
oilpriceshadreachedover$100a
barrel in 2007 and 2008, and the
government should consider an
arrangement in which OMCs are
asked to purchase crude oil from
PSUs at rates above international
pricesinsuchsituations.“Oilmarketing companies (OMCs) could
be asked to buy domestic crude
production which account for
only20percentofcrudedemand
inIndiaatsomeagreeduponprice
which is viable for domestic producers,” said the person.
Another source said that OIL
waslosingaround$10-15perbarrelof crudeproductionandthata
relief from the Centre in royalties
andoilcessmaynotbeenoughto

New York: Oil soared on
Thursday after major oilproducingnationssaidthey
would accelerate planned
output cuts. Brent rose
$1.90, or 9.4 per cent, to
$22.28 a barrel by 1553
GMT, while WTI jumped
$4.02, or 29 per cent, to
$17.80. REUTERS

NEWDELHI,APRIL23

New Delhi

make up for losses, but may help
in meeting operating expenses.
“Both gas and crude businessesareincurringmajorlosses,
but we are sure the government
will take steps to provide relief”
said an official at Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC), noting
that staff at offshore sites were
spendingstintsof over40daysas
against an average of 14 days to
ensure uninterrupted supply.
TheCentreslashednaturalgas
pricesearlierthismonthby26per
cent to $2.39 per million British
thermal units (mmBtu), despite
calls from industry that a downward revision from the previous
price of $3.23 per mmBtu would
makegasproductionunviablefor
some domestic producers.
Ajay Kumar Dixit, CEO of private upstream player Cairn India,
told The Indian Express that domestic producers needed relief
from government levies.
“Companies are getting hammered down heavily. It would
takeatleastcoupleofquartersfor
things to normalise,” he said,
adding that the Centre should
consider waiver or deferment on
royalty,cessandprofitpetroleum.
AspokespersonforthePetroleum Ministry said the governmentwasholdinginternaldiscussions about the proposals by
upstream companies.
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Corona impact:
IOA misses
Asian Games
bid deadline
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

INDIA COULD not submit its bid to host the
2030 Asian Games before the April 22 deadline because of the coronavirus pandemic,
Indian Olympic Association (IOA) president
Narinder Batra said. The IOA is now considering to host the 2034 edition of the continental event.
Batra added his organisation had to
changeits'prioritiesaftertheoutbreakof the
pandemic and ensure the well-being of its
athletes first.' Consequently, the Olympic
body could not complete the necessary formalities and secure government guarantees
in time. The OCA, on Thursday, announced
that Saudi Arabia and Qatar are the only two
countries who have submitted a bid. “I wish
the two countries the best. We could not
complete the formalities after the virus outbreak. We will now aim to bid for the 2034
edition,” Batra said.
The idea to host the Asian Games in 2030
gainedmomentumin 2017, whenit was discussedbythensportsministerVijayGoeland
formerIOAchief NRamachandran.Backthen,
the decision was welcomed by the OCA as
well. By the end of last year, the IOA had formulatedanambitiousplantohostmorethan
one multi-discipline event in this decade.
Apartfromthe2030AsianGames,theywere
also planning to bid for the Commonwealth
Games in either 2026 or 2030 and the Youth
Olympics in 2026. It now appears that the
YouthOlympics,alongwiththeInternational
Olympic Committee’s Congress in 2023, are
the two events India will be aiming for.
Canadian city Hamilton is among the
contenders for the 2026 CWG. India is yet to
officially begin its process to submit a bid for
the event it last hosted in 2010.

Bitter rivals in fray

Meanwhile, bitter neighbours Qatar and
Saudi Arabia will battle for the hosting rights
for the 2030 edition of the Asiad. Saudi
Arabia,along with theUnited Arab Emirates,
Bahrain and Egypt severed political, trade
and transport ties with Qatar in mid-2017,
accusing Doha of supporting terrorism and
cozying up to regional foe Iran.

Andy Murray has said that he would “definitely” play
in the rescheduled French Open in September, if it is
able to take place as planned. “I'd definitely play on the
clay, if it goes ahead,” former world number one
Murray told CNN.

I am sure BCCI will be open-minded in
helping other countries: Tendulkar

KOLKATA, APRIL 23

MUMBAI, APRIL 23

EVERY CRICKETING nation will have its own
problemstosolveandhassufferedduetothe
absence of international cricket during the
lockdown across the world, says Sachin
Tendulkar. In an interview to The Indian
Express thebattinggreattalks abouthow the
gamecouldchangebecauseof thepandemic
and why everyone should chip in.
Doyouthinksportwillbethesameagain?
There is already some talk about cricket
and in particular about the use of saliva in
shining the ball.
Allthesethingsaregoingtochange,without any doubt. Nobody knows how the ball
will respond if there is no shining. I don’t
think any team has played a game without
applying saliva or sweat on the ball. Players
will be aware of social distancing and might
also be wary of celebrating with high-fives
after taking a wicket. What I hear is that
stands are likely to be empty when a tournament is played initially. That certainly won’t
be easy to adjust for the players as they draw
a lot of energy from spectators. We will be
needing government clearance on whether
it’s safe to play, of course, first. The most important thing is to save lives.
What do you think should be the role of
Indian cricket as the future of several
cricketing nations looks bleak? Countries
like Zimbabwe, West Indies and even New
Zealand and Sri Lanka will find it extremely tough to survive this lockdown
and global economic crisis.
Everyone has suffered in this. Some have
suffered more, some have suffered less. It
would be appropriate if BCCI answers this
question and not me as I don’t know what
BCCI’scapabilitiesandcapacityareatthemoment. Each country will have its own problem to solve, not only in cricket but overall.
After all, BCCI is India. I am sure they (BCCI)
will be open-minded in helping other countries if they approach them.
Should the BCCI, with a cricketer as presi-

CROSSWORD 4100

“Nobody knows how the ball
will respond if there is no
shining. I don't think any
team has played a game
without applying saliva or
sweat on the ball. Players
will be aware of social
distancing and they might
also be wary of celebrating
with high-fives after taking
a wicket.”

Sachin Tendulkar believes it is better to be safe than sorry when it comes to the coronavirus pandemic. File
dent, play a big role in leading cricket’s
global fightback?
Ifyoulookintootherboards,cricketersare
in different positions. This is not a cricketing
decision; cricketing decisions are taken onfield.Thisdecisionismorehumanitarian.Iam
surerestoftheboardmemberswillhavetheir
views and they too want to help. I feel, at this
level, whether you are cricketer or not, at this
moment everyone will help. He (Ganguly) is
boardpresidentandithasnothingtodo(with)
whether he has played cricket or not. He will
take this call as board president.
Notjustforeigncricketers,evenIndiandomestic cricketers might suffer if the
money goes out of the game.
Yes. A solution will have to be found. I
think right now nobody is thinking about it,
everyoneis thinking aboutbeatingthevirus.
But I am sure India will be in a position to

help and they too want to help.
(Roger) Federer, (Rafael) Nadal and
(Novak)Djokovichavespokenabouthelping tennis players who are not among the
top 100 and are struggling to survive. Do
you think even cricket needs to initiate a
dialogue like this?
Everything is up to individuals there (in
tennis). Here the rights and whatever it is,
there is a board. I think players can manage
up to certain extent. I don’t know about tennis and what they are looking to do. Each
sport or each country will have its own challenges and we would try and help. I am sure
BCCI will be in a position to help our cricketers.
Do you think eventually a few top countries will continue to play cricket but
mostly franchise cricket will grow more?

Franchise cricket will grow because of its
T20 version, the version which is popular
amongmostof thefamilies.T20issomething
one can take their family to and the game is
over in threehours. Slowly, thegame ismoving towards that direction.
Areyouabitscaredliketherestof usabout
this virus?
Ithinkit’sgoodtotakeallpossibleprecautions. If one is negligent or has an attitude of
‘nothing can happen to me’, that is how it
happens.Thatattitudeisunacceptabletome.
It is better to be safe than sorry. It all comes
down to hygiene. As a UNICEF ambassador, I
have been telling people how important it is
to wash hands. My company has planned
howtocontinuehelpingpeople.Andnotonly
tillthiscoronavirus,peoplehaveproblemsat
othertimesaswell.Idon'twanttostop,Iwant
to help people until my last breath.

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

DOWN
1 Gang leader (7)
2 See 9 Across
3 Used by a bird of prey in a
brutal onslaught (5)
4 Consider changing gear on the
way (6)
5 Helping poor relations?
(7)
6 Romanian money that is left
over (3)
7 Artist when old retires south
(5)
12 Having got well, how to get
rich (6,3)
14 To prevent overheating use
this - not coal, anyway
(7)
16 Necessarily involves a silent
reformation (7)
17 What people who had designs
on eating out did? (6)
18 Drops of water (5)
20 Two in difficulties being pulled
along (2,3)
22 Deceive a child (3)
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DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius

SOLUTION SUDOKU 4188

DREEO

SUDOKU 4189

Givenbelowarefourjumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selectthelettersintheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
An___existenceisaworsenegationoflifethandeathitself.-JoséOrtegayGasset(10)

DifficultyLevel4s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappearineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns,in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
The social
dimension is
becoming stronger,
which means that in
work or in any equivalent major
ambition, other people are now
becoming increasingly
important. Never imagine that
you’ll get your way without a
large measure of support. If you
try to go it alone, you might not
get there.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
If ever you imagined
that domestic
hassles or awkward
family relationships
could be put off until later, think
again. No matter what other
people do or say, you must do
what you know in your heart to
be right and proper. You can’t
put off the inevitable just by
ignoring it.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
You’re undecided
about what you
should do and
uncertain about
what’s expected of you. Even if
you decide to back-track on one
particular social engagement,
it may be too late to call it off.
In any event, all professional
Scorpios are about to hit
a new high at work.
Congratulations.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
When all is said and
done, money still
seems to be the most
important factor in
your life. It may be best to
consider the matter from the
psychological perspective, for
the extent to which you value
yourself and your loved ones is
more important than how
much cash you have in
your pocket.

SolutionsCrossword4099:Across:1Apprehends,8Siren,9Leeward,10Ukulele,
11Lydia,12Ratify,14Ascent,17Miser,19Etching,21Atelier,22Fleas,23Perversity.
Down:2Pursuit,3Rinse,4Holder,5Needles,6Sward,7Advantages,8Squaremeal,
13Furrier,15Evident,16Degree,18Sheep,20Cuffs.

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
A bright and
colourful moon is
bound to lift your
spirits, even if only
temporarily. In fact, it’s
tomorrow’s planetary picture
which is going to set you on a
permanent course for
emotional fulfilment, so hang
on in there, and do your level
best to avert potential
bad feeling.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
It’s a relatively lively
day, celestially
speaking. Probably
the best thing you
can do for yourself is
to revise a few of your attitudes
and opinions, and drop those
excuses you’ve been using to
justify inaction. It doesn’t
matter what you do, just as long
as you do something.

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

JUMBLED WORDS

The BCCI wants to lead the post Covid-19
cricket world, as it has laid out the roadmap
for the future ICC functioning. It is learnt that
during the global body’s Chief Executives’
Committee(CEC)meetingonThursday,BCCI
secretary Jay Shah proposed a new revenue
distribution system that will look after all
cricket boards. The CEC meeting, via conference call, was attended by 12 Full Members
and three Associates.
The BCCI has assured the other cricket
boards, feeling the pinch of a global economic meltdown, of its support. According
to an insider, during the meeting, Shah requested the chief executives of all other
cricket boards to roll over the existing structure and draw up a draft proposal for a new
revenue distribution model.
Thecurrentrevenuedistributionmodelfor
theongoingeight-yearcycleexpiresin2023.At
the ICC, though, regulations may be made or
amendedbythe“Boardof Directorsorbyany
Committee,Sub-CommitteeormemberofICC
Managementtowhomappropriateauthority
hasbeendelegatedbytheBoardofDirectors”.
Foraspecialresolutiontopass,“morethan75
per cent of the aggregate number of votes” is
required,whileforanordinaryresolutionmore
than 50 per cent would suffice.
In 2014, the BCCI had joined hands with
the England and Wales Cricket Board and
Cricket Australia to form the Big Three that
had approved a contribution-based revenue
distribution system. With the Indian board
contributing to more than 70 per cent of the
ICC’s revenue, its projected share was $570
million for the 2015-2023 rights cycle. In
2017, when theICC dismantled the Big Three
model, the BCCI’s revenue share reduced to
a little over $400 million. But in a post Covid19 world, almost every other cricket board,
especially weaker nations, will need the
BCCI’s support – series against India for example – to make up for the financial losses.
WiththeCovid-19outbreakcausinghavoc,
theCECallbutruledoutanycricketinthenear
future,whilediscussingcontingencyplansfor
theWorldTestChampionship,T20WorldCup
and the 2021 Women’s Cricket World Cup.

DAY TODAY

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

ACROSS
1 In fact a point of view (5)
4 A cleric angered about being
sorted out (7)
8 Manage to stand (3)
9 and 2 Down: Protective device
for speedy transport worker
(9,9)
10 Heissorryforonewhoislate(7)
11 Homes in the finest situations?
(5)
13 Don’t miss a review (6)
15 He flies automatically. Some
swear by him (6)
18 See 25 Across
19 Small article produced by an
erratic knitter? (7)
21 Want to try? Only too willing!
(4,1,4)
23 Sorcery Japanese women get
wrapped up in (3)
24 Dead set about being calmed
down (7)
25 and 18 Across: Famous
Western stage partnership
(5,5)

BCCI proposes
new revenue
sharing model
at ICC meeting
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

DEVENDRA PANDEY

NEW DELHI, APRIL 23

MURRAY TARGETS FRENCH OPEN

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
The ever-present
influence of Jupiter,
planet of growth,
enhancing the
principled and spiritual
dimensions of your character, is
about to receive another
shot in the arm from the
Moon. On a purely mundane
level, it’s vital that you know
your rights.
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Your emotional
situation is about to
change, hopefully for
the better, although
it might not seem that way
at first. Long-distance love is
still the theme, so it’s very
much a question of absence
making the heart grow
fonder over the coming
few weeks.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
This really can be a
special time of year,
as one by one the
planets line up in
your honour. The
trouble is that life’s still not easy,
but don’t mistake obstacles or
over-commitment for
misfortune. Quite the
opposite: a chance problem
may help you to refine your
talents and skills.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Saturn, that serious
and sober planet, is
still an
extraordinarily
powerful factor. However, the
feelings of stability which
it has been nurturing are
being increasingly
overwhelmed by your
deepening desire for a personal
revolution and for more respect
and recognition.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Mercury, your
planetary ruler, has
switched roles,
somewhat
prematurely in my opinion.
Don’t be disappointed if it
begins to seem that a recent
promise or commitment will
not be fulfilled. Strange as it
appears, any delay will be well
worth the wait.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Mercury and Venus
deserve no little
thanks for the good
they are doing you
emotionally. Although today’s
celestial alignments favour
hard work, do yourself a
favour and cram your social
diary as full as possible. You’re
prepared to play hard and
work hard.

SOLUTION: ERODE, FLUNG, DREAMY, POINTY
Answer: An unemployed existence is a worse negation of life than death itself.
- José Ortega y Gasset
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