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Govt changing law to stop attacks on
health workers: 7 yr ]all Rs 5 lakh fine

ABANTIKA GHOSH
& DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, APRIL22

AMID INCIDENTS of violence
against healthcare personnel de-
ployed in fighting COVID-19, the
Union Cabinet on Wednesday
cleared an ordinance to make
such attacks a cognizable and
non-bailable offence, with a
maximum jail term of seven
years and a fine of Rs 5 lakh.
Briefing reporters on the
Cabinet decision, Union
Information and Broadcasting

Governor says
no takers for
Bengal Covid
toll, Mamata
targets Centre

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA,
ATRIMITRA

& SANTANU CHOWDHURY
KOLKATA, APRIL 22

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Wednes-
day accused the Centre of dis-
patching faulty COVID-19 testing
kits to the state, and strongly crit-
icised it for sending teams to as-
sess the situation on the ground.

“They are showing an atti-
tude that they would have been
happy if there were more COVID-
19 casesin Bengal,” Banerjee told
a press conference. “Rapid test
kits sent to the state have now
been withdrawn because they
were faulty. Thankfully, our
health department ordered
some kits which were very use-
ful. If there has been a health haz-
ard here, then we are not respon-
sible for it. Whose fault is it? We
have to conduct timely tests. If
we fail to do so, then patients
may die,” she said.

“Canards are being spread
that Bengal is not conducting
enough tests,” the chief minister
said. However, against the
14,000 test kits sought by the
state, the Centre had sent only
2,500, she said.

The ICMR, Banerjee said, sup-
plied rapid testing kits, BGI RT-
PCR kits, and antigen kits. Of
these, “the rapid testing kits and
BGIRT-PCR kits were both with-
drawn as per communication
from National Institute of Cholera
and Enteric Diseases (NICED) on
April 21”7, and “antigen kits are
not being supplied to hospitals in
the state so far”, she said.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Minister Prakash Javadekar said
the ordinance to amend the
Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897, will
cover all healthcare personnel,
including ASHA (Accredited
Social Health Activist) workers
at the community level.
According to the proposed
amendments, if the injuries in-
flicted are not grievous, the jail
term may range from three
months to five years, and the fine
from Rs 50,000 to Rs 2 lakh. In
case of serious injuries, the jail
term may range from six months
to seven years,and the fine from
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Amit Shah, Harsh Vardhan interact with IMA Wednesday. P11
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Women workers at an MNREGS site in Chaksu near Jaipur on Wednesday. Express

Ten-fold jump in Rajasthan MNREGS numbers,
more than double in Maharashtra as curbs ease

DEEP MUKHERJEE
& VIVEKDESHPANDE
JAIPUR,NAGPUR, APRIL 22

AT LEAST two states have seen a
sharp jump in MNREGS num-
bers in the past few days amidst
the extended lockdown.
Rajasthan Deputy Chief
Minister Sachin Pilot, who also
holds the Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj portfolio,
told The Indian Express on

20,471 652

CASES DEATHS

3,960 RECOVERED

4,62,621 samples have been
tested as on April 21

Wednesday that in six days, the
numbers in the state had gone
up from 62,000 on April 17 to

6.08 lakh on April 22.

In Maharashtra, MNREGS
Commissioner Ranga Nayak re-
ported an increase in the rural
employment guarantee scheme
numbers from about 40,000 on
April 12 to over 1 lakh now.

Pilot said the surge had been
particularly sharp since somere-
strictions due to the coronavirus
spread were eased on Monday.
“We started planning from April
17, before the modified lock-
down started, to ensure that

Affluent in OBC, SC/ST not letting quota
benefits trickle down, review lists: Bench

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, APRIL 22

POINTING TO concerns within
the OBCs and the SC/STs that
reservation benefits are not
reaching the truly deserving
among them, the Supreme Court
Wednesday said the government
is “duty-bound” to periodically

review the process in order toen-
sure that the benefits “trickle
downand are notusurped by” the
affluent in these categories.
Ruling as unconstitutional a
January 2000 order of the
Governor of the erstwhile state
of Andhra Pradesh which pro-
vided 100 per cent reservation to
ST candidates in posts of school
teachers in Scheduled Areas, a

five-judge Constitution Bench
said: “Now there is a cry within
the reserved classes. By now,
there are affluents and socially
and economically advanced
classes within Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes. There is
voice by deprived persons of so-
cial upliftment of some of the
Scheduled Castes/Tribes, but

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

maximum work was generated
under the MNREGS. Within
days, we have registered an in-
crease of 10 times with the cur-
rent figure of engaged workers
being 6.08 lakh.”

Government data show that
the total number of MNREGS
labourers rose from 62,000 on
April 17,to 2 lakh, 2.5 lakh, 3 lakh,
4.5 lakh and 6.08 lakh over suc-
cessive days.

Pilot said the only way to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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9.9% SHARE FOR MORE THAN RS 43,450CR

Facebook picks stake,
Jio set to tapinto vast

WhatsA

Deal will boost
JioMart, take it

to 3 crore small
kirana shops, says
Mukesh Ambani
PRANAV MUKUL

& SANDEEP SINGH
NEW DELHI, APRIL 22

IN THE largest FDI in the Indian
technology sector, US Internet gi-
ant Facebook will be buying 9.99%
stake in Reliance Industries Ltd’s
digital unit Jio Platforms Ltd, for
$5.7 billion (more than
Rs 43,450 crore). While helping
Reliance pare its debt of nearly
Rs 3 lakh crore, the deal will also
give the oil-to-telecom giant ac-
cess to the over 400 million-
strong database of WhatsApp, as
it seeks to jumpstart its commerce
business under JioMart. Facebook,
in turn, makes its long-awaited
foray into Indian telecom space.

The deal has come at a time
when global mergers and acqui-
sitions have hit roadblocks due
to the COVID-19 crisis.

RILsaid that concurrent to the
investment, Jio Platforms,
Reliance Retail Ltd and
WhatsApp, which is owned by
Facebook, have reached an agree-
ment to “further accelerate”

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

BIG

INDIANUMBERS
388 million

Jio subscribers

400 million+

WhatsApp users

241 million+

active Facebook users

Industry estimates,
October 2019

Win-win
forthe
@ firms

EXPLAINED

THE FIRST major non-
distress deal during the
pandemic is part of the
debt-reduction plan of
India’s biggest corporate
entity —and could lead to
the accelerated launch of
Reliance’s e-commerce
plans on the JioMart
platform. For Facebook,
the partnership could
help it navigate the regu-
latory environment, in-
cluding for initiatives
such as WhatsApp Pay.

p user base

Collaboration
looks at new
areas, e-tail
could be first

NANDAGOPAL RAJAN
NEW DELHI, APRIL22

In the first consumer-facing of-
fering to come out of the
Facebook- Reliance Industries
deal, the two entities will collab-
orate over the JioMart e-com-
merce platform. While details
are not available, itis possible the
mart will use WhatsApp’s busi-
ness features to quickly bring lo-
cal stores on board to reach out
to customers.

In a call after the announce-
ments, Facebook’s VP and
Managing Director for India, Ajit
Mohan, said the “entire energy”
is on trying to figure out how
they could help small businesses
in the context of the coronavirus
pandemic, and the resulting
lockdown in India.

“We will really start to ex-
plore multiple areas of collabo-
ration,” he said, adding they
would look at how to “open new
doors” and “new avenues”. “We
have articulated that the first
major collaboration involving

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Palghar lynching: Sarpanch says
she watched attack for 2 hrs, NCP
leader couldn’t control mob either

KAVITHAIYER
GADCHINCHLE (DAHANU),
APRIL22

THE LYNCHING of two sadhus
and their driver has set off a po-
litical war of words in Mumbai
between the Opposition BJP and
the government. On the ground
in the forest, though, is a story of
how local officials, including an
NCP leader and former MLA
candidate, a sarpanch and the
police could do little to check a
mob fired by a dangerous ru-
mour mill.

The Indian Express spoke to
several local residents, eyewit-
nesses, police and local officials
to reconstruct the sequence of
events that led to the murders
right under the nose of the police.

On a normal April evening,
400 men would not have gath-
ered in minutes on the highway

Aroadblock outside a village near the attack site in Palghar
district of Maharashtra. Kavitha Iyer

alongside this remote village on
the border of Maharashtra and
Dadra-Nagar Haveli in Dahanu
taluka, Palghar, 150 km from
Mumbai.
Since the Covid outbreak, the
summer’s seasonal labourers are
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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MINISTERPUTS OUT
LISTOFACCUSED,

SLAMS OPPOSITION
PAGE 7

PAGE 1
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PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI, APRIL22

WITH MORE than 3,000 con-
victs across Delhi being granted
bail or furlough to prevent over-
crowding in jails in the wake of
the coronavirus outbreak, the
Delhi High Court has devised a
new way of making sure con-
victs mark their attendance —
via WhatsApp video calls and
through Google Maps.

Inthree different orders tem-
porarily suspending the jail
terms of three convicts, Justice
Anup Jairam Bhambhani said
the step has been taken “in view

of the dire need of decongesting
prisons, considering the un-
precedented public health
emergency existing at this time”.

Justice Bhambhani ordered
that the convicts, Ompal, Rahat
and Babu Lal, make a video call
to the investigating officer or
share their live location via
WhatsApp so they don’t have to
visit the police station every
week.

“The appellant will make a
video call every Friday between
11 am and 11.30 am to the IO,
and in case the IO is no longerin
service or is otherwise unavail-
able, then to the SHO of the po-
lice station where the case was

registered. (The appellant will)
also ‘drop-a-pin’ on Google
Maps, so that the IO/SHO can
verify the appellant’s presence
and location,” state Justice
Bhambbhani's orders in all three
cases.

In the case related to Ompal
(41), the judge ordered that “this
court is persuaded to grant to
the appellant interim suspen-
sion of sentence for a period of
45 days”. As per the prosecution,
Ompal, while working as a
driver of a van that loaded
money in ATM machines, had
stolen Rs 51 lakh after handing
drugged food to those accompa-
nying him. He is serving eight

Jail terms on hold, convicts to be

To decongest Tihar, jail terms are being suspended. Renuka Puri

yearsinjail.

Ompal has sought interim
suspension of sentence for two
months, on the ground that he
has a boy aged 14 and twin girls
aged two. He told the court that
his wife had taken up a teaching
job, but since the school was
closed, she was not being paid
and was unable to sustain the
family.

The court suspended Rahat’s
jail term until July 17, while Babu
Lal will stay out of jail for three
months.

The court, in three different
orders passed on April 20, also
said: “Considering the prevail-
ing lockdown, the furnishing of

New Delhi

surety as a condition of bail, is
dispensed with at this stage.”

Rahat (30), in judicial cus-
tody since March 4, is serving six
months in jail for rash and neg-
ligent driving, which led to the
death of a person riding pillion
on a scooter. His counsel con-
tended that Rahat would be ex-
posed to avoidable and grave
health risk in prison.

The court directed that Rahat
“will not leave the State of
Haryana without permission of
the court and ordinarily reside
in his place of residence”.

Babu Lal (73) is serving 10
years in jail term for sexually
abusing a minor. While granting

tracked via WhatsApp, Google Maps

him relief, the court said,
“Although the record shows that
the applicant has only been in
prison since February 24, 2020,
and that he has been convicted
of heinous offences under the
POCSO Act, in the unprece-
dented circumstances of a pub-
lic health emergency and the
consequent need to decongest
prisons... this court is persuaded
to grant to the appellant interim
suspension of sentence for a pe-
riod of three months.

“The appellants shall furnish
to the Jail Superintendent their
cell phone number, which is
kept active and switched on at
all times,” the court said.
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Sachin Tendulkar, then just 24 years old, smashed a thunderous 143 against Australia in Sharjah on April 22,
1998. This knock would come to be known as the 'Desert Storm' in the coming years.

EXPRESS OPINION

‘HONOUR CONVOY’IN
MANGALURU

Mangaluru police have
organised a convoy to
salute health workers

ACTORDIAMIRZAON
THE CORONAVIRUS

An invisible virus has
acted as a leveler, writes
Mirza

EXPRESS

Frontline workers are
atrisk, and not just
from COVID-19

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Reporters detail how health workers are
facing increased pressure, how stigma is
driving attacks, and why IMA demanded a
change in law to protect them

FROMPAGE ONE

Health workers

Rs 1lakh toRs 5 lakh. The investi-
gation into the attack must be
completed within a month.

The amendments will also
apply to harassment by land-
lords and neighbours. The penal
provisions can be invoked in
case of damage to property, in-
cluding a clinical establishment,
a facility identified for quaran-
tine and isolation of patients,
and mobile medical units.

“The Epidemic Diseases
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2020
manifests our commitment to
protecteach and every healthcare
worker who is bravely battling
COVID-19 on the frontline. It will
ensure safety of our professionals.
There can be no compromise on
their safety,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi tweeted.

Modi is scheduled to hold a
video conference with chief min-
isters on April 27 to discuss the
COVID-19situation.

Home Minister Amit Shah,
who held a meeting with doctors
and members of Indian Medical
Association (IMA) along with
Health Minister Harsh Vardhan
on Wednesday, tweeted: “PM
@narendramodi’s govt is com-
mitted to protecting those who
are protecting India during these
challenging times. Bringing an or-
dinance to end violence against
our doctors & health workersisa
testimony of the same. Safety and
dignity of our doctors at their
work place is non-negotiable.”

The IMA, which had earlier
threatened a protest, has decided
to withdraw it.

In separate letters to states,
Union Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla and Union Health
Secretary Preeti Sudan asked
them to ensure the safety of
healthcare workers.

Meanwhile, with 1,486 new
cases and 49 deaths being re-
ported in the last 24 hours, the
tally is now 20,471 cases (3,959
recovered)and 652 deaths.

And, a day after asking states
not to use rapid antibody tests for
twodays pending field validation,
following complaints of varying
accuracy, Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) reiter-
ated these tests should be used
only for purpose of surveillance.

“Globally also, the utility of
this testis evolving and it is cur-
rently being used for detecting
the formation of antibodies in
individuals. These test results
are also dependent on field con-
ditions. As noted by ICMR, these
tests cannot replace the RT-PCR
test to diagnose COVID-19 cases.
ICMR has assured assistance to
collect data from various states
to assess the scope and extent
of utility of these rapid antibody
tests in field conditions, and
ICMR shall keep advising the
states on a regular basis,” the
Union Health Ministry said in a
statement.

Inaletter to state chief secre-
taries, ICMR ADG Dr G S Toteja
said: “Iwould again reiterate that
antibody rapid tests are largely
to be used as a tool for surveil-
lance with respect to formation
of antibody in persons exposed
to the virus.”

In an addendum to the exist-
ing testing strategy, the ICMR has
now said that “pregnant women
residing in clusters/ containment
areaorin large migration gather-
ings/ evacuees centre from
hotspot districts presenting in
labour or likely todeliverinnext 5
days should be tested even if
asymptomatic.”

In his letter, Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla urged states,
UTs and district authorities to
“take strict penal action against
the offenders who obstruct gov-
ernment health officials, or other
health professionals and/ or re-
lated persons, who are authorised
under the Disaster Management
Act,2005,in the discharge of their
lawful services”.

“A few heinous instances of
unruly behaviour by people have
also been reported in some parts

of the country where the family
and relatives of medical profes-
sionals, suspected to have died
due to COVID-19 infection, were
prevented from performing the
last rites of the deceased. In such
cases, adequate security should
be provided, and stringent action
should be taken against such of-
fenders,” he said.

States have been told to ap-
point nodal officers to redress
such safety issues.

Listing the Centre’s initiatives
tosafeguard the health and safety
of doctors, Sudan wrote: “Doctors
and health professionals areinthe
forefront of the fight against
COVID-19. The skills and spirit of
service among these profession-
als places them in a unique posi-
tion to save people from the dis-
ease. It is of utmost importance
thatadequate measures are taken
for ensuring their safety.”

Sudanalsosaid thatorders for
1 crore sets of personal protective
equipment (PPEs) have been
placed with the 50 newly ap-
proved domestic manufacturers,
and 5.11 lakh PPEs have been sent
to the states so far.”

Palghar lynching
at home, there’s no work on the
farms, and in the 600-odd
households that make up the
twin villages of Gadchinchle and
Divshi, the lockdown did little to
check the spread of rumours.

For days preceding last week’s
lynching of the three men, ru-
mours of kidnappers and organ-
harvesters had been flying thickon
WhatsApp — all false; there have
beennoincidentsof kidnappingor
theft of organs. Yet, like in several
other villages in Dahanu, men of
five villages around Gadchinchle
including two in the Union
Territory of Dadra-Nagar Haveli,
initiated a calls-whistles-torchlight
flashes system of communicating
during all-night vigils.

So when a Maruti Eeco drove
past Gadchinchle around 8 pmon
April 16, the men of Gadchinchle,
Divshi, Dabhadi, Talavli and
Rudana were ready, with torch-
lights and bamboo sticks.

The Eeco, with victims
Mahant Kalpavruksha Giri (70),
Sushilgiri Maharaj(35)and driver
Naresh Yelgade, was taking State
Highway 73 off Dahanu-Jawhar
Road, en route to Surat, likely to
duck the Mumbai-Gujarat high-
way checkposts enforcing the
sealing of state borders.

The Eeco was stopped barely
1 km from Gadchinchle, at a
lockdown barricade manned by
guards from Dadra-Nagar
Haveli, and turned back.

Gadchinchle Sarpanch Chitra
Choudhari lives exactly between
the border point and the
Maharashtra forest department
checkpost outside which the
lynching occurred. Her home
perched on a small slope, she
heard the car passing in the quiet
of night and then heard it as it
turned around and passed, back
in the direction it came from
where a couple of dozen men
stood, tense and armed.

Acommotion erupted soon, it
wasaround 830 pm, she recalled,
and she went to the spot. “There
were men from our village and
from nearby villages, it was a thick
crowd screaming around the car.
It was impossible to reason with
them.Iwas trying to pull one back
and then another, but the men
were screaming at me too. They
told me I was free to hand over my
children’s kidneys to the men in
the car — they had absolutely no
doubt who these outsiders were.
The WhatsApp messages had
said the kidnappers could be im-
personators, performers, dressed
even as policemen,” Choudhari
told The Indian Express.

Multiple eyewitness accounts
concur that the mob, having seen
only the rare vehicle along this
road during the days and none af-
ter dusk, thought it had stopped
criminals. Choudhari, 35, in her
second term as Sarpanch,
laments that she could do little.
“For the two hours that I was

business on JioMart. Under this,
the company said, it would of-
fer consumers the ability to ac-
cess the nearest kirana, which
can deliver products and serv-
ices after transactions via
JioMart using WhatsApp.

“In the very near future,
JioMartand WhatsApp willem-
power nearly three crore small
Indian kirana shops to digitally
transact with every customerin
their neighbourhood. This
means all of you can order and
get faster delivery of day-to-day
items from nearby local shops.
At the same time, small kiranas
can grow their businesses and
create new employment oppor-
tunities,” RIL Chairman and
Managing Director Mukesh
Ambani said Wednesday.

The deal also opens up
WhatsApp's entire user base for
Reliance, including the cus-
tomers on rival telecom plat-
forms. “With WhatsApp firmly
entrenched as the dominant
OTT messaging platform in
India, Jio will now have a chan-
nel for promoting their other
digital services directly to the
customers of their competitors.
Moreover, over time it’s also
possible to expect Jio to use the
WhatsApp relationship to try

JioMart, which is essentially to
help small businesses, there are
about 60 million small busi-
nesses in India. And we do be-
lieve there is the opportunity to
help them connect with their
customers and help people lo-
cate stores and merchants, lo-
cate the product,” Mohan said.

Anshuman Thakur, head of
strategy at Reliance Jio, said
during the call: “As we come
to the post-COVID era, and the
economic recovery that we're
all hoping for, there is a lot that

convert Bharti (Airtel) and
VodafoneIdea customer to their
network,” Bernstein Research
said inanote.

With its largest investment
yetinIndia, the California-based
Facebook has finally succeeded
after multiple attempts to get
into Indian telecom space. Jio
Platforms Ltd owns wireless
broadband, home broadband,
enterprise broadband and nar-
rowband internet-of-things
businesses, as well asabouquet
of digital apps. The transaction
putsJio Platforms at around $66
billion in enterprise value
(whichincludes the market cap-
italisation of a company as well
as the debt and cash on its bal-
ance sheet).

Since the deal with Reliance
is only for a minority stake, nei-
ther Facebook nor RIL is bound
in any way to an exclusive
arrangement. So, apart fromJio,
Facebook can look at similar
partnerships onother platforms,
including within WhatsApp.

In 2015, the social media gi-
ant had attempted to offer free
Internet services to Indian cus-
tomers under its FreeBasics plat-
form, but the plan was foiled by
telecommunication regulator
TRAI which disallowed differ-

we can do together, and so the
timing has been appropriate.”

Thakur described the deal
as a “long-term partnership”,
and said the initial products
would be focussed on small
and medium enterprises as
well as the merchants, “where
we can go in with the products
that they understand well al-
ready”.

One hurdle for using
WhatsApp will be the fact that
the just over a million Indians
currently have access to the

Jio set to tap into vast WhatsApp

ential pricing.

Now, as per a banker, “Not
only does Facebook get a ready-
made platform with a huge cus-
tomer base, it may have avoided
the big hurdle of spending time
on getting approvals for doing
businessin India.”

The move to part with a
stake in Jio Platforms is in line
with Reliance’s plans to divest
sharesinits units to bring down
the company’s debt, while en-
hancing its equity value, in case
itgoes in for an initial public of-
fering. The company’s outstand-
ing debt as on September 30,
2019, was Rs 2.92 lakh crore
($41.2 billion), while cash and
cashequivalentswereatRs 1.35
lakh crore ($19 billion).

Earlier, Reliance signed an
agreement to divest stake in its
telecom towers business to
Brookfield, and is in talks to sell
a stake in the optic fibre busi-
ness, which has been trans-
ferred to an Infrastructure
Investment Trust. A top invest-
ment banker said that the
Facebook deal is in line with
Mukesh Ambani’'s AGM speech
last year, where he said he was
working with global leaders and
would make the company debt-
free by March 2021.

Facebook-Jio collaboration will be visible first in e-tail

WhatsApp Pay feature which s
yet to get regulatory clearance.
However, Reliance has
JioMoney, which could be inte-
grated into the JioMart product
to make payments seamless.

Thakur said Facebook will
have a seat on the board of Jio
Platforms, along with an ob-
server seat. “Facebook will be
our largest partner. that is an
expression of the commitment
and trust.”

However, Thakur clarified
thatthe investment or the part-

user base

“Itisawell-thought-out plan
andis being executed to perfec-
tion. Itmust be understood that
with the scale of his businesses
— oil & gas, telecom, digital and
retail — there is no room for er-
ror. I understand that Aramco’s
due diligence is currently on
(Reliance plans to sell 20% stake
in its refining and petrochemi-
cals business to Saudi giant
Aramco) and the RIL Group is
also learnt to be working on
bringing in a global strategic
player into its retail business,”
the investment banker said.

Analysts expect Reliance to
now further expand on the dig-
ital front. “Facebook can help Jio
move to the next level as they
have the expertise, technology
and global talent”, while reliev-
ingitsdebtconcerns, saidanan-
alystwithaglobal research firm.

As per the India head of a
global investment banking firm,
“What Reliance is doing is cre-
ating a permanent business
continuity plan. The business
will not be dependent now on
how successful the next gener-
ation is, as it will continue to
grow with the strategic partner.
Itislike succession planningasit
covers the business fromalot of
perceivable risks in the future.”

nership or collaboration did not
mean that the companies
(Facebook and Jio) would stop
competing in the market.
“There will be things where we
will be directly competing with
each other; in the market the
entities are independent of each
otherin every respect,” he said.
Which means that once it
gets clearance, WhatsApp Pay
will compete directly with
JioMoney. Also, Jio has messen-
gers that compete with
WhatsApp for user attention.

there, the mob was raining stones
and shaking the car, but the men
inside were still unharmed,” she
said. She left a little after the po-
lice arrived, in two batches.

Chitra Choudhari was picked
up along with her husband
Shevak for questioning around 2
am later that night, and asked to
name those involved in the vio-
lence. “Now the families of those
arrested are threatening me, the
women came here and said my
house should be broken down.
That’s why I placed a new sign
saying ‘Sarpanch’ onmy door two
days back — at least if there’s an
attack on me some people may
see the signand back off,” she said.

Nationalist Congress Party
leader Kashinath Choudhari,
Palghar Zilla Parishad member
and the party’s losing candidate
from Dahanu in the 2014
Assembly election, said he ar-
rived a little after 10 pm, with the
second batch of policemen, af-
ter first stopping at Kasa police
station about 9.30 pm. “We saw
lockdown roadblocks along our
way, and when we reached, the
mob kept asking how this Eeco
had escaped the roadblocks.
When they try to go somewhere
their vehicles are seized, and this
car appeared to be circling the
area,” he told The Indian Express.

The sarpanch, who is a BJP
member, her husband and
women from a hamlet across
the road, said the NCP leader’s
arrival appeared to energise the
mob, and some began to chant:
‘Dada aala, Dada aala’ (big
brother is here). The NCP manis
seen in the video clips of the in-
cident, wearing a T-shirt, stand-
ing back from the assailants.

He told The Indian Express that
he tried to calm the people but by
then, the Eeco had been up-
turned. “Police tried their best, but

the men were drunk, unwilling to
reason. Still, we managed to get
onesadhutositinside the chowki
because he had been injured and
put the other two in another po-
lice vehicle. But suddenly, when
police were escorting the man
from the chowki into the police
vehicle, the attack began again,
and it was over in minutes.” The
NCPleader said there was no po-
litical motive to visiting the spot,
and he confirmed that the BJP
sarpanch had tried hard to calm
the crowd. “But the police were
also attacked and beaten, and we
couldn’t do anything,” he said.

That is key to the tragedy —
and the probe: the arrival of the
police when the victims were un-
harmed and their subsequent
murder in their presence. The
Kasa police station’s official ac-
count is that suspensions and an
enquiry are ordered. Local police-
men said their men were vastly
outnumbered by the mob baying
forblood, and their attempt todis-
pel rumours didn’t work.

On April 9, Palghar police had
tweeted warning people against
spreading rumours —about coro-
navirus and other subjects. On
April 11, the Palghar police regis-
tered a case against the admin of
aWhatsApp groupin Boisar after
receiving a complaint about a
communally offensive message
on a WhatsApp group. Dahanu
MILA Vinod Nikole of the CPI(M)
said there were at least two pre-
vious near-lynching incidents,
one at Sarni Patilpada involving a
doctor on April 14, and one at
Wakivillage involving railway of-
ficials, around the same time.

“Had the police done some
work over the last month to as-
sure the people that they are safe
and that the rumours are fake,
and had the police come pre-
pared after the experience of the

previous incidents, the lynching
could have been prevented,”
Nikole told The Indian Express.

With the police arresting 110
men with the search for others
continuing, the villages have al-
most emptied out, the men re-
portedly hiding in the forest
around Gambhirgad, the escarp-
ment opposite the village that
givesitits name.Many homes are
locked, others occupied by only
women or senior citizens. Among
the 110, at least 14 are from
Chowkipada, alittle fartherinside
from Gadchinchle. The police said
nine accused are juveniles.

“Those who did it ran away
fromhome,and those whodidn’t
havealso had torun,” said Sevanti
Borsa, mother of accused Rustom
Borsa. “If they're not released by
the time the lockdown ends,
we’re going to starve withoutany
income.” Some residents are also
followers of godman Guru
Narendra Maharaj, and wear
badges and medallions bearing
his photo. “We would never harm
a sadhu,” said Sakur Gavit. “We
would bow our heads to them.”

There is now a police unit
from Goregaon posted in the vil-
lage, men sheltering from the af-
ternoon sunin tents.

But Gadchinchle itself does
not have even a police chowki.
The sarpanch said it often takes
two hours for men from the
Kasa police station, 35 km away,
toarrive. The forest chowki has a
guard, who made the call to the
police that night. Outside, the
remnants of those three hours
lie, shattered glass from the Eeco
and police vehicle, an assort-
ment of slippers, wooden sticks,
and a drying patch of blood.

Bengal toll

“Everyday, they (Centre) are
telling us what to do and what

not to do, sending people to look
into the law and order situation
and whether lockdown is being
imposed or not. They are send-
ing people to find out whether
people in Bengal are getting ra-
tions or whether they are being
able to take a bath. They are also
sending us strongly-worded let-
ters. We can also send them let-
ters. But that’s not the point. Our
government is doing the best it
can to stem the spread of the
pandemic,” she said.

Her comments came a day
after a war of words broke out
between the state and the
Centre over the arrival of two
central teams in Kolkata.

Meanwhile, inaninterview to
The Indian Express, Jagdeep
Dhankhar, Governor of West
Bengal, raised a red flag over the
handling of the COVID-19 pan-
demicin the state. “There are no
takers for the COVID-19 death fig-
ures on account of the series of
discrepancies by the state gov-
ernment. The concern of the po-
litical parties, the medical frater-
nity and citizens is well premised.
The trust deficit on this count be-
tween the government and the
medical fraternity as also be-
tween the government and the
people has attracted national and
global focus. The concept of Audit
Committee, unheard of so far, has
worsened the situation,” he said.

He also took a critical view of
the state’s critical public distribu-
tion system during the lockdown.
“Fromall over the State, [ have got
worrisome inputs about PDS be-
ing hijacked politically, ration
dealersbeing subjected by ruling
party workers to coercive mech-
anism and distribution taking
place ina politicised manner un-
der token issued by the workers
of the ruling party. This hijacking
is a very poor reflection on the

New Delhi

public functionaries and they will
have to be held accountable for
their lapses, failures and inaction
inofficial duties,” said Dhankhar.
Responding to these allega-
tions, Mayor of Kolkata and state
Urban Development Minister
Firhad Hakim said, “With all re-
spect, I challenge the honourable
Governor to show me a single
case where the TMC or anyone
attached to the party has done
any corruption in regard to the
rationing system. In the hard
lockdown situation, may be
there was some problem in dis-
tribution system. But that is not
corruption. After getting infor-
mation from public, the Chief
Minister herself took strict ac-
tion against the department and
the secretary. The government
is trying hard to normalise the
rationing system,” Hakim said.
Regarding the discrepancies
in the number of Covid 19
deaths, Hakim said, “The govern-
ment has no intention to sup-
press the facts. The Governor is
always in tune with the voice of
opposition, especially BJP. The
state government is continu-
ously fighting against Covid 19
and the Chief Minister has hit the
streets herself to spread aware-
ness. The state government is do-
ing this on its own, without any
help from the centre. And just
see what s the Governor doing?”

Quota benefits

they still do not permit benefits to
trickle down to the needy. Thus,
there is a struggle within, as to
worthiness for entitlement within
reserved classes of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes and
Other Backward Classes.”

The Bench, comprising
Justices Arun Mishra, Indira
Banerjee, Vineet Saran, MR Shah
and Aniruddha Bose, agreed
with Senior Advocate Rajeev
Dhavan that the lists of those en-
titled to reservation must be re-
vised from time to time.

“In our opinion, it was
rightly urged by Dr Rajeev
Dhavan that the Government is
required torevise the lists. It can
be done presently without dis-
turbing the percentage of reser-
vation so that benefits trickle
down to the needy and are not
usurped by those classes who
have come up after obtaining
the benefits for the last 70 years
or after their inclusion in the
list. The Government is duty-
bound to undertake such an ex-
ercise as observed in Indra
Sawhney...and as constitution-
ally envisaged. The
Government to take appropri-
ate steps in this regard,” it said.

On the 2000 order, the Bench
said “the G.0.Ms. No0.3/2000
providing for 100 per cent reser-
vation is not permissible under
the Constitution, the outer limit
is 50 per cent as specified in
Indra Sawhney”.

In 1992, a Constitution Bench
of the Supreme Court, ruling in
Indra Sawhney & Others vs
Union of India, capped the total
permissible reservation at 50
per cent.

“Areservation that is permis-
sible by protective mode, by mak-
ingit 100 per cent would become
discriminatory and impermissi-
ble. The opportunity of publicem-
ployment cannot be denied un-
justly to the incumbents, and it is
not the prerogative of few. The cit-
izens have equal rights, and the
total exclusion of others by creat-
inganopportunity forone classis
not contemplated by the found-
ing fathers of the Constitution of
India. Equality of opportunity and
pursuit of choice under Article
51-A cannot be deprived of un-
justly and arbitrarily,” it said.

“By providing 100 per cent
reservation to the Scheduled
Tribes has deprived the
Scheduled Castes and Other
Backward Classes also of their
due representation. The concept
of reservation is not proportion-
ate butadequate, as held in Indra
Sawhney. The action is thus un-
reasonable and arbitrary and vi-

olative of provisions of Articles
14,15 and 16 of the Constitution
of India. It also impinges upon
the right of open category and
Scheduled Tribes who have set-
tled in the area after 26th
January 1950,” the Bench said.
Rejecting the state’s argu-
ments, the Bench said “there
were no such extraordinary cir-
cumstances to provide a 100 per
cent reservation in Scheduled
Areas. It is an obnoxious idea
that tribals only should teach the
tribals. When there are other lo-
cal residents, why they cannot
teachis notunderstandable. The
action defies logic and is arbi-
trary. Merit cannot be denied in
toto by providing reservation”.
The Benchwas hearinga chal-
lenge to the decision of the
Andhra Pradesh High Court that
upheld the government order.
Given the circumstances, it, how-
ever, allowed the request not to
quash the appointments already
made, but warned against mak-
ing such provisions in the future.
It noted a similar government
order was issued by Andhra
Pradesh in 1986 which was
quashed by State Administrative
Tribunal and an appeal before
the Supreme Court was dis-
missed as withdrawn in 1998.
“After withdrawal of the ap-
peal from this Court, it was ex-
pected of the erstwhile State of
Andhra Pradesh not to resort to
suchillegality of providing 100%
reservation once again. But in-
stead, it issued G.O. Ms. No.3 of
2000, which was equally imper-
missible... It was least expected
from the functionary like
Government to act in aforesaid
manner as they were bound by
the dictum laid down by this
Court in Indra Sawhney... and
other decisions holding that the
limit of reservation not to exceed
50%,” it said.

MNREGS

revive the rural economy now
was through MNREGS wages.
“We have made more than 99%
of due payments. Our emphasis
is to give them maximum indi-
vidual work, rather than com-
munity work, to ensure social
distancing,” he said.

On Wednesday, he inspected
MNREGS work sites falling un-
der the jurisdiction of the
Chaksu panchayat samiti near
Jaipur, and instructed officials to
ensure social distancing, med-
ical kits and soaps for labourers.
“Even if a person is given work
for constructing his own home
under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana under the MNREGS, that
individual will be paid. Even for
community works, we have
made sure that the labour force
is spread out,” he said.

Maharashtra ~ MNREGS
Commissioner Nayak told The
Indian Express they had started
“a very aggressive campaign to
provide works to the needy, af-
fected by the coronavirus pan-
demic”. He said they were also
focusing on individual works, as
large gatherings are not allowed.
“But about 20% of the atten-
dance canbe attributed to com-
munity works as well,” he said.

Nayak said they had finalised
about 35,000 individual works
under 216 categories like digging
of wells at farms, making cattle
sheds, horticulture work and
construction of homes under
the Awas Yojana. “I have asked
the staff to personally approach
the beneficiaries, instead of the
other way round, to pro-actively
speed up works.”

Maharashtra has alsoissued
orders to publish the list of these
beneficiaries at government of-
fices such as that of the collec-
tor, zila parishad CEO, sub-divi-
sional officers, tehsildars and
gram panchayats. Rajasthan
MNREGS Commissioner P C
Kishan said the demand for the
scheme is expected to increase
in the next few months, with
even relatively affluent villagers
seeking jobs after loss of income
during the lockdown.
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Online or
offline exams:

JNU says
schools, centres
can take a call

New Delhi: The Jawaharlal
Nehru University admin-
istration Wednesday said
Schools and Special
Centres of the university
would be given the free-
dom to decide if they
want to hold online or of-
fline exams or a combina-
tion of both, signalling
that there would be no set
template for examina-
tions in the university this
year due to the lockdown.
JNU Registrar Pramod
Kumar also said the differ-
ence in the mode of ex-
aminations can vary not
just from one School to
the other, but also in dif-
ferent Centres within the
same School. The deci-
sion, the university
claimed, was taken by the
Academic Council (AC)
members through online
circulation of the resolu-
tion. The JNU Teachers’
Association, however, al-
leged the resolution was
not circulated to several
members including their
representatives in the AC.

4 new cases
in Gurgaon,
1in Noida

Gurgaon: Four new COVID-
19 cases were recorded in
Gurgaon Wednesday. “A
woman from Gurgaon,
who works at a bank in
Bhiwadi, Rajasthan, tested
positive,” confirmed Dr
Jaswant Singh Punia, CMO,
Gurgaon. Officials said the
other three patients are
residents of Rajiv Chowk,
Sector 39, and Om Nagar.
A 15-year-old girl from
Kasganj tested positive in
Noida Wednesday.

Fight breaks
out at hospital

New Delhi: A fight broke
out at Lok Nayak Hospital
Wednesday between hos-
pital authorities and a
CATS ambulance staff
member over the admis-
sion of a COVID-19 pa-
tient. “The hospital re-
fused to admit the patient
and paramedical staff
questioned the authori-
ties. In minutes it turned
violent,” a CATS employee
said. The hospital said it
would respond after a
preliminary enquiry.

BSES holds
outreach

New Delhi: Power discom
BSES organised a virtual
outreach session with
around 40 representatives
of RWAs from South Delhi’s
Saket and RK Puram
Tuesday, wherein its exec-
utives took feedback from
people on their experiences
and expectations as con-
sumers during the lock-
down period, the company
said ina statement. ENS

AT FARIDABAD APARTMENT COMPLEX

Asha worker beaten
up on duty, 3 arrested

Police team that rushed to help her also attacked by crowd

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, APRIL 22

FIVE PEOPLE have been arrested
by Faridabad Police for allegedly
beating up an Asha worker on
Tuesday while she was conduct-
ing a door-to-door coronavirus-
related survey on behalf of the
district administration.

Police said the incident took
place at Ashiyana Apartment in
Sector 62, and identified the ac-
cused as Ird Khan, Hafiz,
Shekhawat, Nafis, and Jalaluy, all
residents. An FIR has been regis-
tered under various IPC sections.

“When I knocked on this
family’s door, they refused to co-
operate.l had asked if there was
anybody in the house who had
travelled from outside or at-
tended the Tablighi Jamaat gath-
ering. I called my senior officer;
he came and asked them why
they were not participating in
the survey, but they were disre-
spectful towards him as well,”
Ashaworker Rekha Sharma said.

“He finally called the police,
whoalso tried to make them un-
derstand, but a crowd eventually
gathered... people became ag-
gressive and beat us up with
sticks,” she said.

Sharma, a Sector 65 resident,

has been employed as an Asha
worker for the last six years. Her
claim that police personnel as
well as the health team were
beaten up by residents with
sticks was confirmed by a police
officer, who had reached the
scene following the health
team’s call.

“We were patrolling in
Subhash Nagar when we re-
ceived information that some
people were misbehaving with
an Asha worker. We reached the
spot and tried to urge them to
cooperate, but they continued to
misbehave. A crowd slowly
gathered and people started
beating us up. We had to even-
tually ask for backup to manage
the situation and arrest the ac-
cused,” he said.

Sharma as well as an assis-
tant sub-inspector sustained in-
juries to their arms and legs and
were administered first aid.

District Secretary of the Asha
Workers’ Union in Faridabad,
Sudha Pal, said problems are be-
ing faced by field workers on a
daily basis.

“We are going out individu-
ally to conduct the survey. This
is not something new because
Asha workers always go to the
field alone, but the situation
right now is such that people be-

Tae HAND THAT FEEDS

A man feeds monkeys near Kamla Nehru Park at North Delhi’s Civil Lines area, Wednesday. Amit Mehra

come very aggressive. Some
people are trying to say that this
has happened yesterday because
the residents were from a minor-
ity community, but that is not
true; it has been happening with
other communities as well,” said
Pal.

“When they go to homes, a
lot of our workers are cross-
questioned by residents — ‘you
come to askabout fever and cold,
but has your government ever
come to ask if we have food in
our homes, if our stoves are
burning?’ This is happening
across Haryana. We have spoken
to senior officials in Chandigarh
about this. In this situation, our
workers need to be sent with a
team, which also has male mem-
bers, not on their own,” she said.

Police Commissioner KKRao
warned that strict action will be
taken against anyone found mis-
behaving with Asha workers.

“In this difficult time, the
health department is working
very hard. Asha workers are con-
ducting door-to-door surveys,
but people do not seem to un-
derstand this and are harassing
them. Strict action will be taken
against anyone found to be in-
dulging in such behaviour, and
they will be sent to prison,” he
said.

On frontlines of corona fight, Delhi’s
0,000 Asha workers play many roles

ANAND MOHANJ
& SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI, APRIL 22

THE FEVER came unannounced,
confining Asha worker Seema to
her home in Prem Nagar. While
her mind dwelt on seven pre-
scription cards for pregnant
women classified as serious
cases in her area, she knew the
medicine would notreach them
until she recuperates.

Seema’s job involves looking
after the basic health needs of
1,600 people, including keeping
a close watch on 35 pregnant
women. With what little
strength she had left, Seema at-
tended to multiple phone calls
from panicked residents with
doubts about coronavirus symp-
toms. “I have been counseling
people in my area about social
distancing and symptoms of
coronavirus. I also have to make
sure pregnant women get their
medicines,” said Seema.

Atthe forefront of the COVID-
19 fight are Asha (Accredited
Social Health Activists) workers,
now part of the “corona foot-
warriors containment and sur-
veillance teams” tasked with
alerting authorities about sus-
pected cases. Team members are
supposed to inquire about the
well-being of people and avail-
ability of essential medical sup-
plies in their area of operation,
apart from advising residents on
use of masks and social distanc-
ing. However, they have to do

Admin gives nod for Maruti plant

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, APRIL 22

AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURER
Maruti Suzuki Wednesday re-
ceived permission from the
Gurgaon district administration
to resume operations at its
Manesar plant with 600 workers.
“Maruti has been given per-
mission to operate their Manesar
plant in IMT Manesar. They had
to prepare the plant first. Whenit
is in a position to safely handle
workers, they can start opera-
tions. Itis nota permission at that
level, but they have to keep usin-
formed of when they start the op-
erations,” said V S Kundu, moni-
toring officer appointed by the
state for COVID-19 in Gurgaon.
As per officials, the company
had applied for permission to
operate with 4,696 employees,
but they received permission
only for 600 workers. “They have
9,800 employees at the plantand
had applied permission for
around 50% of those, as per the
Government of India guidelines.

Ly

The firm sought permission to operate with 4,696 staffers

But we have allowed them to
start with 600. We want them to
first work out a system for the
safety of their workers, which for
usis of paramount importance...
When this operation stabilises,
we will consider scaling it up to
more employees,” said Kundu.
The “Permission Certificate”
states that employees are per-
mitted to work in a single shift.
“Further, as directed, no other
manufacturing/service activity

is permitted in the unit other
than those approved under the
guidelines of the Ministry of
Home Affairs, Govt. of India, dur-
ing the said lockdown period,
else strict action will be taken
and you will be responsible for
the same,” states the certificate.

“The application is recom-
mended for permission to oper-
ate for 600 employees only dur-
ing lockdown period, subject to
physical inspection and submis-

to reopen

sion of all necessary documents
in support of their claim (decla-
ration, SOP, photographs, etc) be-
fore commencement of actual
operation,” it adds.

Officials from Maruti Suzuki,
said they are still unclear about
if and when they will resume op-
erations. “Our Manesar plant
cannot operate independent of
the Gurgaon unit because com-
ponents move between the two.
We have applied for permission
for the Gurgaon unit but have
not yet received an update. We
are in discussion with the
Deputy Commissioner regard-
ing this,” said a company
spokesperson.

Kuldeep Janghu, general sec-
retary of the Maruti Udyog
Kamgaar Union said: “As of now,
we have been told that produc-
tion will not begin... Employees
are getting their salary without
any deductions so far.”

Officials said the administra-
tion has received 300 applications
fromindustries looking toresume
operations and permission has

ASHA workers at Sangam Vihar, Thursday. They look after
basic health needs of people, pregnant women. Tashi Tobgyal

these tasks over Asha work-
the phone. A ersareapartofa

Laxmi, who crucial medical
woreranage.  THECH®RONA  jieey <hoin
cides i_f _ they FIGHTERS ASHA \_Norkers
should visit a pa- N in Delhi, one for
tient's house, said \\// every 3,300
most of them \/ people.

don’t have masks,
gloves or hand sanitisers.

“Asha workers used to visit
their areas during the first phase
of the lockdown. They later
stopped stepping out of their
homes and are now advising pa-
tients over the phone. The most
vulnerable people in this lock-
down are pregnant women who
need medical attention to reduce
the risk of stillbirths and other
pregnancy-related complica-
tions,” she said.

Currently, they
only step out of their homes to
visit their local dispensary and
drop the medicines at a patient's
doorstep. They also try to con-
vince other women to stay at
home and not take their children
todispensaries for vaccinations.

Manju (40), an Asha worker
from Dwarka Sector 15, used to
counsel pregnant women on nu-
trition. These days, sheis a part of
ateam of five tasked with check-
ing up on people under home

Probe ordered as
man quarantined at
govt centre dies

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, APRIL 22

A 60-YEAR-OLD man, who had
come to Delhi from Tamil Nadu
to attend the Tablighi Jamaat
gathering at Nizamuddin
Markaz last month and eventu-
ally tested positive for coron-
avirus, died at a government

centre in Sultanpuri on
Wednesday.
The man, Mohammad

Mustafa, had been put under
quarantine since he had mild
symptoms when his test results
came out.

Divisional Commissioner of
Delhi Sanjeev Khirwar said he
was initially admitted to Rajiv
Gandhi Hospital and brought to
the centre after being dis-
charged. He said people with
mild symptoms are kept at the
centre as per government
guidelines. There are separate
blocks here for positive and neg-
ative cases.

He is survived by his wife and
two college-going sons. Officials
said he was brought t to the fa-
cility two-three days ago.

A Delhi government official
said an inquiry has been or-
dered. The exact cause of the
death will be ascertained after
the medical report s out, said an
official.

The event has led to a furore,
with some who stay there ac-
cusing the administration of
negligence.

Fathima Muzaffer,a member
of All India Muslim Personal Law
Board who lives in Chennai and
is coordinating with the family,
said the man was from
Mettupalayam in Tamil Nadu
and had come to Delhi in the sec-
ond week of March.

Theeventhasledtoa
furore, with some who
stay there accusing the
administration of
negligence. A Delhi
government official
said an inquiry has
been ordered

He was aretired government
servant and suffered from dia-
betes. “He had complained to his
family that he was not given
proper treatment,” Fathima al-
leged.

Around 700 people, mostly
those who attended the
Nizamuddin event, are kept at
the centre.

Mustafa was taken to Lok
Nayak Hospital after his health
started worsening, and was de-
clared dead on arrival.

A man from the centre said
that soon after the death, many
people gathered outside their
rooms and started alleging that
he died due to negligence of the
administration.

He alleged, “There is total
chaos here, food is served very
late. People here wake up early
and have to remain hungry for
long hours.”

Sub-Divisional Magistrate
Nagendra Tripathi said there is
food for 800 people, prepared
and served on time. He said a
team of four doctors and around
12 paramedical staff is also de-
puted there.

Fatima said he was brought
to the facility on April 19. “He
was admitted to the hospital on
March 29... on April 19 he was
discharged,” she said.

quarantine. “I have been doing
this since March. We go to their
homes and ensure they are fol-
lowing rules, and paste the 'home
quarantine' poster outside their
residence. After this, we take up-
dates over the phone,” she said.

Among those she monitors
are a few men who were at the
Nizamuddin Markaz and are now
quarantined atahouse in Dwarka:
“Ihave amaskand a pair of gloves.
Ihaven'tbeen given a sanitiser, so
[ carry one from my own house.”

At Pul Prahladpur, Bhagwan
Devi’s phone does not stop
buzzing. She has around 2,000
people in her locality and has to
keep a track of anyone complain-
ing of coronavirus symptoms.
Recently, along with police, she
visited the house of a woman
from the neighbourhood who
complained of fever. “Thankfully,
she did not test positive.l used to
step out every day since [ don’t
know how to do my job over the
phone. I advise people not to
touch their face and clean their
hands.Itis atiring job,” said Devi.

Asha workers Kundan and
Reena said they too have been
managing work over the phone
and avoid going out as they
haven’t been given gloves or
masks. Reena said she gets at least
four calls a day from expecting
mothers,and “goes to the dispen-
sary to get them medicines”. “I
cover my mouth with a chunni,
get the medicines and drop them
off at the woman'’s house. This
happens at least twice a week,”
she said.

Charged under
UAPA, Jamia
panel member
denied bail

PRITAM PAL SINGH
NEW DELHI, APRIL 22

NOTING THAT the “gravity of
offence” against arrested Jamia
coordination committee media
coordinator Safoora Zargar is
serious, a Delhi Court rejected
her bail plea. Police have
charged her with hatching a
conspiracy to incite riots in
Northeast Delhi.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Vasundhara Chhaunkar denied
relief to Zargar, noting that the
Delhi Police’s Special Cell has
booked her under the stringent
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA).

The magistrate, in her two-
page hand-written order, ob-
served that she was “not in-
clined” to grant bail at this stage
as sections 13, 16, 17 and 18 of
the UAPA (dealing with terrorist
acts or funding) have been in-
voked against the accused,
which is “grave”, “serious is na-
ture” and can only be tried by the
sessions court.

The court also noted that the
accused is booked under IPC sec-
tions 147, 148, 149 and 120B.
Later, police had added IPC sec-
tions 124A (sedition), 302 (mur-
der), 307 (attempt to murder),
and 153A (promoting enmity
between different groups on
grounds of religion, etc).

The court’s order came on
Zargar’s application seeking bail
on the ground that she has been
falsely implicated in the case,and
thatsheisentitled to the relief be-
ing a woman. Zargar’s counsel
also said she has already been
granted bail in another FIR lodged
in connection with the violence.

The magistrate, however,
was of the view that this is not
the appropriate stage for her re-
lease on bail.

been granted to “around 30”".

Flowery welcome home for nurse who recovered

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, APRIL22

FLOWER PETALS, whistles and
clapsfilled the air as 24-year-old
Sushma Devi, a nurse working
with a private hospital in Delhi,
returned home after recovering
from COVID-19. Wearing face
masks, neighbours came out of
their homes in Kishan Ganj,
Vasant Kunj, to welcome the ‘co-
rona fighter' —inastark contrast
to reports of some healthcare
workers being harassed in their
localities.

Posted in the liver transplant
block of Max Hospital, Saket,

Deviwas discharged on April 19.

“I reached home around 10
pm and was pleasantly sur-
prised by the warm welcome
from my neighbours. All of them
were clapping for me... some
even lit candles. I felt extremely
special,” she told The Indian
Express.

Devi had resigned from the
hospital in February but contin-
ued to be on duty during the no-
tice period. On April 13, she gave
a sample for testing after some
healthcare workers in the hospi-
tal tested positive.

“I was sitting in my room
when the report came out... I felt
helpless. I immediately in-

Sushma Devi (24) was
discharged on April 19

formed my team and an ambu-
lance was dispatched to my

home to take me to the hospital.
Within those few minutes, I
pulled myself together. I thought
about my patients who need me
and that gave me courage...,” she
said.

Five days after she tested pos-
itive, the hospital tested her
againon April 17 and the reports
came out negative. “During my
stay, I followed proper health hy-
giene, and the staff extended a
lot of support and motivation,”
said Devi, who was asympto-
matic.

Hailing from Manipur, she
lives with her uncle. He and nine
other family members who live
in the same building were iso-

lated after she tested positive.
Her aunt and sister have tested
negative.

Devi has now been advised
home isolation for 14 days.
“There were many unfamiliar
faces (at the hospital) but I found
a common spirit among each of
them. With my family under
quarantine, neighbours pitched
in to provide essential items —
they would leave them outside
our door. They all used to ask
about my health and send their
blessings,” said Devi.

In Delhi, more than 75
healthcare workers across vari-
ous hospitals have tested posi-

tive so far.
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Ahead of Ramzan,
police reach out with

‘stay home’

SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI, APRIL 22

TO ENSURE that no social gath-
erings take place at mosques or
on the streets in the month of
Ramzan, which starts this week,
the Delhi Police has spoken to
several imams and other reli-
gious heads about social dis-
tancing norms in the time of
fasting and feasting.

"DCPs have held meetings
with imams and maulvis about
the community offering prayer
inside their homes. They have
also video-recorded this mes-
sage and sent it across
WhatsApp groups for a wider
reach,” said Joint CP (southern
range) Devesh Srivastava.

DCP (southeast) R P Meena
said there are over 150 big and
small mosques in his district,
and most religious heads have
been spoken to personally. "I
have requested them to make
announcements about this from
mosques; many have started al-
ready. The video messages
recorded by the heads say that
social distancing has to be fol-
lowed, people shouldn't gather
at mosques, should stay at
home."

DCP  (Dwarka) Anto
Alphonse said he has met and
spoken to 59 imams, while DCP
(outer north) Gaurav Sharma
said that apart from announce-
ments being made by maulvis,
information is being shared on
WhatsApp groups and "Dos &

message

Dont's are being pasted at each
nook and corner”.

Joint CP (northern range)
Manish Agarwal said that apart
from religious heads, they have
reached out to Aman
Committee members.

“We are getting a lot of co-
operation from the community.
About sehri (pre-dawn meal)
and iftar (evening meal), we
will ensure that people stay in-
doors and that no crowding
happens outside shops in the
morning. We have told the
community that they should
stock up on special items they
want to eat, such as khajoor,
while routine shopping,” said
Agarwal.

DCP (Northwest) Vijayanta
Arya said that there was hardly
any trouble during other recent
festivals as people are "ex-
tremely aware about the pan-
demic. We will ensure that
restaurants only do home-deliv-
ery and take-away. Extra de-
ployment is already in place,
and if need be, we will have
more force”.

In Haryana's Faridabad, all
mosques will remain closed
during Ramzan, said the
Deputy Commissioner of the
district on Wednesday. “In
keeping with the instructions
issued by the government, no
mosque should be opened at all
in view of the lockdown.
During the festival, all the peo-
ple should be in their homes,”
said Deputy Commissioner
Yashpal Yadav.
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! Infant among

92 new cases

: in capital, one

= more death

Commuters coming from Delhi to Noida are checked for symptoms of COVID-19, a day after the Gautam Budh Nagar district
administration sealed the border. Only those engaged in essential services, with a UP pass, are being allowed to enter. On
Wednesday, however, police let vehicles pass through with a warning. Abhinav Saha

‘Corona warriors’ have new task:
Calling everyone aged 60 & above

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, APRIL22

THE DELHI government's team
of 'corona warriors', comprising
personnel from police, angan-
wadis and civic bodies, have a
new task at hand — checking on
every resident aged 60 or above
and red-flagging those with seri-
ous medical conditions.

IRRIGATION AND FLOOD
CONTROL DEPARTMENT
GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
NOTICE INVITING
e-TENDERS

The Executive Engineer, Civil
Division No. XIV, I&FCD invites on
behalf of the President of India, online
tender for the following work:

NIT No. EE/CD-XIV/NIT/02/2020-21
Percentage Rate

HOA: (2711 Maintenance Flood)
Name of work: Repair of 10 Nos.
Boat Carriage Trolley of small size, 2
Nos. big size for Shikara Boat, 4 Nos,
Motor Boat Engine of 40 HP, 1 No. of
15 HP lying at Timparpur Store for the
year 2020. Estimated cost Rs.
6,18,900/- & Earnest Money Rs.
12,378/- Period of completion: One
(01) Month. Last date & time of sub-
mission of tender: upto 3:00 PM, on
05.05.2020. (Tender ID
2020_IFC_190268_1).

Tender forms and other details can be
obtained from the website
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.
in

DIP/Shabdarth/0018/20-21

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY
Open Tender through E-Tendering 2020
1. Name of work : Cutting and welding
repair work on wagons at Diesel
Loco and Wagon workshop Ajmer
for 02 years (as per scope of work),
2. Estimated cost of work :
Rs. 42,39,065.04/-, 3.Address of the
NIT issuing office : Dy. Chief
Mechanical Engineer (Works) Diesel
Loco & Wagon Workshop Lal Phatak,
Ajmer (Raj.)-305001, 4. Earnest
Money to be deposited : Rs. 84,800/-
(Only through net banking or payment
gateway on IREPS portal), 5. Last
Date and time for submission and
opening of E-tender : 18.05.2020 up
to 15.00 PM E-Tender will be opened at
15.30 PM on same day. Due to
indispensable reasons bid opening
schedule may change., 6. Website
particular where complete details of
e-tender can be seen and
participated : www.ireps.gov.in
(Note - This is E-tender so tenderer
can participate through e-tendering
process only on mentioned website
within bidding period) 398-DT/20

Please join us on [ El/NWRailways

The decision was taken af-
ter a Delhi Health Department
analysis found that of the 48
COVID-19 deaths registered in
the city, 25 were aged 60 and
above. An overwhelming 88%
had comorbidities or pre-exist-
ing ailments, which aggravated
their conditions.

During his daily briefing
Tuesday, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal also shared the con-
cern,appealing to people falling
in this age bracket toremain in-
doors. The CM said they need
to take "special care" of their
health to avoid complications.

Senior officials told The
Indian Express that the move to
utilise the services of the 'co-
rona foot warriors containment
and surveillance teams' —
which are multi-sectoral teams
constituted at the level of all

The teams will include
personnel from police,
anganwadis and civic bodies

13,750 polling booths in the city
— stems from that concern.

According to an order issued
by Chief Secretary Vijay Dev, the
teams, which are headed by
booth-level officers (BLOs), are
expected to have one civil de-
fence volunteer, ASHA/angan-
wadi worker, MCD sanitation
worker and a Delhi Police beat
constable.

Senior IAS officer Sanjay
Goel, state-level coordinator of
the teams, said they have al-
ready started collecting data at
the ground level. “Each BLO has
a list of voters in their jurisdic-
tion. Using the rolls, they have
been asked to call up residents
aged 60 or above and ask if they

have any medical conditions or
not. Every person with a med-
ical condition will be red-
flagged. The names will be
shared with the health depart-
ment and the district magis-
trates concerned,” said Goel.

He added that the teams will
then recommend that those red-
flagged in the rolls be tested first
when samples are collected from
the respective areas. The Delhi
government has started rapid
antibody tests at a limited scale,
as well as random RT-PCR tests
at the community level.

During the last Lok Sabha
polls, there were 18.5 lakh voters
inDelhi aged 60 and above. As on
April 22, Delhi had registered
2,248 COVID-19 cases, of which
1,464 patients were aged less
than 50,359 between 50-59 and
425 aged 60 or above. So far, 724
patients have recovered while 48
have died.

Kejriwal said co-morbidities
among the dead include dia-
betes, cancer, heart and respira-
tory ailments. “Thatis why I have
been stressing please take
proper care of the elderly and
people with health complica-
tions. Especially those aged
above 60," he said.

Other tasks the teams of co-

rona warriors are expected to
carry out include making calls
to households in their jurisdic-
tions to enquire about the well-
being of people, availability of
essential items, and advising
them to wear masks and ensure
social distancing.

"They shall also inquire with
the household whether they
know of any suspected corona
case in their neighbourhood.
The teams shall also do foot pa-
trolling and visit each house-
hold as per their own schedule
on a daily basis and identify
suspected corona patients, if
any. In case any suspected case
is identified, to carry out the
protocol already circulated for
asuspect, including quarantine,
testing, tie-up with doctors,
etc,” the order constituting the
teams states.

Goel said not every team has
five members as in many cases,
ASHA workers also happen to be
the local BLOs. "Each team has
around 500 households under
theirjurisdiction. They generally
manage to cover around 50
households in a day, through
telephone calls and visits," he
said. The teams have also been
asked to encourage people to
download the Aarogya Setu app.

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 22

DELHINCR

THE TOTAL COVID-19 cases
in India crossed 20,000
Wednesday, with Delhi ac-
counting for over 10% of the
cases. On Wednesday, the num-
ber of positive cases in the cap-
italreached 2,248, with 92 fresh
cases and one more death. So
far, 48 people in Delhi have died
due to the virus.

Among those who tested pos-
itive are 12 people from two fam-
ilies, including a45-day-old infant,
from Churi Walan Gali in Chandni
Chowk. The district administra-
tionis tracing their contacts. Of the
12 members, three are admitted
to Lok Nayak Hospital. The hospi-
tal has advised the family to admit
the infant as well. The others are
athome.

Frontline healthcare workers,
meanwhile, continued to bear
the brunt as seven tested posi-
tive for the disease at Delhi gov-
ernment-run Babu Jagjivan Ram
Hospital. According to sources,
the hospital falls in the vicinity
of B-Block, Jahangirpuri, from
where 31 people recently tested
positive during community
sampling. “Since all positive
cases from the area were asymp-
tomatic, it’s difficult to gauge
how the staff caught the infec-
tion. Residents of the locality
come to our hospital for treat-
ment as it is the closest,” said a
senior doctor from the hospital.

At state-run Baba Saheb
Ambedkar Hospital, 57
healthcare workers were quar-
antined after a patient from
Jahangirpuri R Block died. The
40-year-old woman was admit-
ted to the medicine emergency
on April 16. The hospital admit-
ted her to the isolation ward as
she was a suspected COVID-19
patient. She died on April 18.

“Samples of all healthcare
workers have been taken, they
have been advised home quar-
antine. We are also tracing close

3. W UER MY ShRUNgH
fates -fafaer  gum fafafaa
w7 wE/ MRt v I-fafed @
il § (Seadl.) # dsfisa, gfafted
T 3TVl SheRY/ HH W ST Y
STt €, fferer & werg 9 (sH-emE)
# ffaer gea da W iy
ARAMNTE/ TATE.IE.A/ &
TE % memm q o aredfieor iR,
forega R AUed, TREER % R
W %, T e PWRERE § Haferd
o @ H- 10896364702, IFSC
Code- SBIN 0000682 (MICR No.
110024101)'&31413}7{1%!3!'{0Tﬁﬁ|3l
oSl o WY Herd gud # IR .,
T T S AR qen i
BRI gaeia ufd, $=hw oo, O A,
SHUE. A, USRIl YU Sl ST,
ST Ty YOS qAT A S
frm wd o orevE M ifeT aren st
frafa & ffeer w1 wm-2 (¥)
foramofr =&t g faferer @t ot
wfed gar @ HuiRa f&Aiw @1 13.00
I qh T-HIETH 9§ I Bl S &R
I foT E-Trey F 9U™ 9T 15.00 S
qAT YUW 90T & GAIOTRId G 9
W ST | Ser fofr b1 terehtr e
R fafoer st wrEifcem # freiRa
T W el S e ffererd
Haa  i-fafae ddw demEe
‘http://etender.up.nic.in’ T T
G- & el o THF 13.00 IS TR
2 download/ Submit =T ST TehT |
fAfaer g S 9w a9 W
faforer submit wH Y e o =
Tk ST WA | T 1 Jear e
T 1 fafr § &9 HF 90 A e
e s f=m 9 wd fa9am &
freifa fem o o 3. TeR FRURSE
fa & = welt & gEr I R
feredt off ovrd fgoa & erelieaierehdl &
HEAT § "> S Tkl € | TR off =
T fAfaerstl @ e/ e w9
w1 MER sreEEery w o
RO S G e e el
o Yook T eRiEY A S e
et 3o I-3A-Ra o gem |
T oo qd 39 St w st
(seetcmbd@gmail.com) 39T

FAT e ®, ermenm @ fofg #
faferer =2t wirenr st | ffereT goek we
tRIeX URTH S B9 F derw H S
W< & IUCTeddl W SR &
ffaer =1 -2 @ren s | $-faferar
g o feqiem: 19.05.2020: 1. ¥-
faferer @@ 16/ ERHTA., 2020-
21: Toera arwT @ve, Tred % T
faf\T=1 132 helt ATl o afies STRaTo
T FHE | ERER AR T, 6500/-, Tl
Y95 T STl dfed 9o %, 1180/-, 2.
i-fafaer wem- 17, dddums
2020-21: fE[@ IR0 @UE, TR F
st fafi=r Skl W iR
=3t ot RftAleT 1 | eRie T .
4000/-, faferer o= 1 Sfewet afed
T % 590/-, 3. $-fafaer -
18/ TAMEA,  2020-21: fag@
IRE Gue- T, qRIErEg % i
132 el SRR~ 3AeT e, it
TR % MR STRE0T &l & | ERIE
M T, 6000/-, FfeeT go= 1 Stwwer
dfed qeF ¥ 1180/, 4. E-Tafer
T&- 19/ TEAMUA,  2020-21:
faga 400 helt ITHEAH EUE, TR
% =T 400 helt TR, IETEE TR
el R 1 | G %, 6000/~
, et gt =t Siewdl dfed ge @
1180/-, 5. E-fafeer w@m- 20/
EAAGA,  2020-21: foga ARwmT
W|UE, YA % d 132 el
Uk, I W faf= emar &
T 2T iffAeTHeR IS bt RMf |
ERE AR %, 2000/-, et 9a=t =1
Sfewel wfed g % 590/, 6. ¥-
faferer d=mm- 21/ $EHEA. 2020-
21: foRIA 400 et IHRAE @UE,
TRIETETE o =TT 400 el 3UHS,
TRITETE W A 9 AR &7 420
el 2000 TR, TSR 22T e
Td 420 et 200 T, AR FHATRR
I MY | eRET ART %, 2000/-, FAferay
U= 1 SHEHS Aied qed %, 590/-, 7.
I-fafaer wEm- 22/ EduTm.
2020-21: faga 400 el ITHEAH
|, WREE & 3= 400 haft
ITFF, WERER W 245 He
MG Td HIR i 7g T 78
STl W Mg eRieR I/ %

2000/-, T go= w1 Siewet afeq
qF %, 590/-, -Tafer gt @
feqter-  22.05.2020: 1. E-faferr
UE- 23/ EAMUA, 2020-21:
forga IReT WUe, A & 3Td 220
el faegd SUehs, WEIA W T 33
et T 7T THER T ST ST T
F SEd ST H FE | R AR T
9000/-, Fferer o=t w1 Siewet wfeq
T %, 1180/-, 2. 3-Tafaer wwm-
24/ TAMEA, 2020-21: fIEa
gREv U T, TRIETEg % i
220 et FIRTER-THR A F ST
I TG HIT qAT GIEIHW H B |
TRy IR %, 2000/-, Ry 9ot
Siwet dfed qed % 590/-, 3. %-
faferar w=mm- 25/ TR, 2020-
21: foga IR @ve-fidE, TEER
% 3T 220 el TSRS WS
SR A W TR AR . 166 T
qAT 220 hell GUETETE-HL M, TS A
IR el 2TeR YR a9 U, et anfe
I HE TH T T H | R A
%. 9500/-, fAferar yo <1 St wfed
T T 1180/, 4. $-fafaer wem-
26/ ITAMEA, 2020-21: faga
IREv Eue-fEdE, TRIQEE % i
132 HA. IThRZ, TAEEE W 40
T 3NEn ek uRads % Tafhe i
e I A | e AR F. 5000/,
ffoer go w1 Siewe! dfgd g w
590/-, 5. E-fafeer wW&m- 27/
AR, 2020-21:  fagd ARwm
w|Ug, WA ki 220 .l
IUFS, T R fafi= aEst & S
hiTd & TSR T AT &6 H1H |
T{e T %, 2000/-, iR 995
Sheadt afed 9o % 590/, 6. ¥-
faferer @Em- 28/ E&tdEA./ 2020-
21: foga aRww w@ve-fydE, RIEER
% If@id 220 A ITRF, TRER
R faf gwR F fesfea Wex =t
amgfd | edex TR % 2000/-, R
U I SeEel Hied qeF B 590/-,
‘ez feq # oot suE e -
srefigror Stfve, fega uRwor WewA-
go®, 3Iuugi@ia, TEET,
THieR- 971~ famd(¥.), €-fafamr,

2020-21, T& 20.04.2020

SU.Uer gty wwuned  fa E-fafemr
FEAU GEN W F it hrederEh
sl smgfdwatstt @ foga o Hed, T
et % St e Ay &g - e g
dee etender.up.nic.in W & W A fAfaer
G @ feAten i 12.00 1 e TG I ST
1 RrEewr gem wm s A wE:
03.00/03.15/3.30/03.40 &1 (AfE SFaIehmy/3T=T
FROT B A IO feew H) wrem smwemd
freifta ffaet Yo AR sh.ed. /g 3. 0.2 aer
R TN SRS, TH. /T, . ./ TR 3
e 4§ (fAfoer Yok e eRes afi ger-ger
BTG I ST §) Hferet sifirr, ferga 400
.. IR @Ue, YT el & Uy H dee
e Aok Wt STE. L., fer, Sed (e g
TR), 3.9, W@ H e =) S wan g
0109012100000756 (IFSC Code
PUNBO0466300) # <1 e sierm | fferer &
o A H SRS TE/CLE TR A R S
fordt T ffereT Yoe wE eRieR A @i 43R,
T AT AR e @ ufa, e g,
TehTe, S.UA. 3. TE&, 3ohy oo Red i @
I SR, qeheiehl STa F21 & S0 STerad
(fergga RN 3.9, WY BN UEN), LA, €,
WU, < gl gos (Sife st §) T
Ui R e gfadr (PDF Format) @ ¥-
fferr & fcfier o # & v enforsares frem & ol
E-Ude W eeie & S| fafaer @ du
o =i fafa & 90 e gwir 1 1. fferer den -
29/2020-21: fergga URWUT @UE, QS & A
132 .. STFZ, IR R fafr= Suwwl |
T =T W YR T T 1 | BRI A
%. 2,000/~ (%. T TR A1) | Aot 9o Yo <.
590/~ (X Hfed) | G i f&Ai® 19.05.2020 1 2.
fafar W €-30/2020-21: fEa aREw @UE,

TS F G 220 FHAL IuR, FqEaEel ®
SR TEHA 1 | BRI A %, 2,000/~ (T
TR ") | et T Yo B 590/- (X
fed) | g & fGA® 19.05.20201 3. ffer
T A-31/2020-21: ferge aRwwr @ve, gt
ST 220 HA. IUh, SRREE R EER
Tehe WU U Fohe HI YR TS TATTT T i |
eRIEY AT %, 2,000/~ (F. & §9IR A | fAfaar
T Y T. 590/ (T Wied) | G &l fAtw
19.05.2020 | 4. fferar Hean $-32/2020-21: fergd
TR WUE, JASUE H T 220 HAL
IYhg, faehee W emsféT Twf-ua @ | eReR
Tfer F. 2,000/~ (¥ TR wH) | fAferer go
YeF T 590/-(F Wlea) | gad w e
19.05.2020 | 5. fferar Hean A-33/2020-21: fergd
IRV @UE, G kARG 220 B IUH,
SRR T died W Reai wd S w5 e
eRIEY AT %, 2,000/~ (F. & §9IR A | fAfaan
T Y& T. 590/ (T Wied) | G &l fAtw
19.05.2020 | 3-fferaT & o omt 34 T freifa
T TR AR 9 & @l S ud An i
(TESIfere) ger @i fafy TR JeeEe W)
e =t St | s e 9o # Wt gt
1 e A ford S @ feafa # fafeer 1w
fada (wrEw fore) et wien s | £-ffemrai
forT 1 HROT A SRR / fawfea w6
SHFR STeEwEReRdl % O G @I | FEE
forga SR, SRS, 3 WeiEHl T g
e T 1 % foiw 7% fawm e &
T H FUAT etender.up.nic.in W AT 37
| gL/ Sweienr sfwEw, fogm wivwon
WEd, SUUZLHLA, 400 Hel. U=, UTeH,
Jex Hiwer, Iezfed § ol w=d | Ui 547
famat., A7, T-29 to 33/ 2020-21/ fewiew:
18.04.2020

2,487|48
CASES | DEATHS

846 RECOVERED

contacts of the patient,” said a
senior doctor from the hospital.

A nurse working at
Safdarjung hospital has also
tested positive for COVID-19.
Over 75 healthcare workers in
Delhi have been infected so far
and many are under quarantine.

Nine percent of the total
samples sent for testing in Delhi
have tested positive for COVID-
19. The Delhi government is car-
rying out daily house-to-house
surveillance and sanitisation of
areas in 87 containment zones.

So far, 5,619 samples have
been collected from contain-
ment zones.

Among the total casualties
reported so far, the highest num-
ber of deaths is due to co-mor-
bid conditions, the data shared
by the health department stated.
Out of the total deaths, 40 peo-
ple have died due to co-morbid
conditions. The data further
states that 90% of those under
the age of 50 years died due to
co-morbidities.

“Ten people under 50 years
have died and nine of them had
previous illnesses,” said a senior
officer from the health depart-
ment. However, the highest
number of deaths is reported be-
tween 60 and above age group.

Meanwhile, to help reduce
the burden on ambulances, cab
aggregator Uber has offered to
help the Delhi government by
transporting non-COVID-19,
non-critical patients in coordi-
nation with CATS ambulance
helpline 102. The department
has also ordered hospitals to
make arrangements for disin-
fection of hearse vans and am-
bulances used to transfer
COVID-19 patients.

North body teachers,

sanitation

staff say

not paid for 2 months

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEW DELHI, APRIL22

WHILE THEY are at the fore-
front of the COVID-19 battle,
teachers and sanitation work-
ers of North Corporation have
another worry on their minds
— they have not been paid for
two months. Around 30,000
sanitation workers and 8,000
teachers are employed in the
North body.

Ram Niwas Solanki, gen-
eral secretary of the Municipal
Corporation Teachers’
Association, said that though
the delay in salaries is a regu-
lar feature in the civicbody, the
problem escalated during lock-
down. He said the association
is mulling a call to not distrib-
ute food for a day; if the situa-
tion persists.

The South and East MCDs

have, meanwhile, been able to
pay salaries till last month.

North corporation com-
missioner Varsha Joshi said
safai karamcharis have been
paid for February: “For the oth-
ers, the last full salary was paid
for January. I try to pay safai
karamcharis in the first week
of every month. This is the first
time it hasn’t been possible.”

Another official blamed
the North body’s poor finan-
cial condition and a file pend-
ing before Delhi government
for the situation.

Leader of Opposition and
AAP leader Surjeet Panwar
said the Delhi government has
paid all dues to MCDs. “They
keep blaming government
just to pass the buck,” he said.
Another AAP leader said the
allegations were baseless: “It's
unfortunate that BJPis playing
dirty politics in such times.

23.04.2020 for the following: -

Tender ID No. 2020_IFC_190223_1.

the original date of opening of tenders.

and downloaded from the web site

E-TENDER PRESS NOTICE

The EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, CD-VI, I&FC Department, Govt. of Delhi, Bharat Nagar Office Complex, Delhi-110052, invites on behalf of the President of India, online item rate tender from the
approved and eligible contractors registered with I&F Department and contractor who are registered with other Deptt. and got their registration verified from I&FC Deptt. UPTO 3.00 P.M. on

1. Name of Work:- Removal of obstructions / waste material etc. from the bed of Link drain No. Il from RD 495 M to RD 1190 M and 500 M extended portion along with Supplementary drain &
removal of malba in the periphery of Link Drain No. Il and disposal of same at EDMC dumping point. Head of Account:- 2711-Non Plan Maintenance Drainage, Estimate Cost:- Rs.

17,88,078.00. Earnest Money:- Rs 35,762.00 Time Allowed:- 11 Months, Last Date & Time of Submission of Bids Through E: 23.03.2020 upto 3:00 P.M., Time &

Date of Opening of Tender:- 23.04.2020 at 3.10 P.M.. Tender ID No. 2020_IFC_190158_1
2. Namc of Work:- Removal of obstruction / waste materials etc. from Toe drain along R.M.E. from RD 0 M to RD 3240 M, extended portion from Baba colony road to Burari regulator in the length
of 500 M and 260 m along Baba colony road , removal of malba in the periphery of Toe drain and disposal of same at EDMC dumping point. Head of Account:- 2711-Non Plan Maintenance
Drainage. Estimate Cost:- Rs.19,70.000.00, Earnest Money:-Rs.39,400,00, Time Allowed:- 11 Months, Last Date & Time of Submission of Bids Through E-Procurement Solution:-
28.04.2020 upto 3:00 P,M., Time & Date of Opening of Tender- 23.04.2020 at 3.10 P.M.. Tender ID No. 2020_IFC_190220_1.
3. Name of Work:- Removal of obstruction / waste materials etc. from Burari drain RD 2280 M to RD 6038 M, removal of malba in the periphery of Burari drain and disposal of same at EDMC
dumping point. Head of Account:- 2711-Non Plan Maimenance Drainage, Estimate Cost- Rs. 23,16,916.00, Earnest Money:- Rs. 46,338.00, Time Allowed:- 11 Months, Last Date & Time of
Submission of Bids Through E-Procurement Solution:- 23.04.2020 upto 3:00 P.M., Time & Date of Opening of Tender:- 23.04.2020 at 3.10 P.M.. Tender ID No. 2020_IFC_190222_1.
4. Name of Work:- Cleaning and removal of Malba / Waste Matarial / Obstructions from New drain from RD 0 m to RD 5400 m and disposal of the same to the MCD dumping site including supply
& installation / fixing of floating trash barrier near RD 0 m. RD 1420 m. RD 2825 m & RD 5200 m of New Drain for collecting floating material, hyacinth etc. from water surface of the drain and its
disposal to nearby dhalao to maintain free flow of water. Head of Account:- 2711-Non Plan Maintenance Drainage. Estimate Cost:- Rs. 46,54,624.00, Earnest Money:- Rs. 93,092.00, Time
Allowed:- 11 Months, Last Date & Time of Submission of Bids Through E-Procurement Solution:- 23.04.2020 upto 3:00 P.M., Time & Date of Opening of Tender:- 23.04.2020 at 3.10 P.M.,

shall be considered.

DIP/Shabdarth/0013/20-21

5. Name of work:- Cleaning and removal of Malba / Waste Matarial from Burari Creek drain from RD 0 m to RD 6500 m, RD 6900 m to RD 8863 m & New Course from RD 0 m to RD 600 m and
disposal of the same to the MCD dumping site including supply & installation / fixing of floating trash barrier near RD 450 m, RD 900 m, RD 1100 m, RD 1400 m, RD 1770 m. RD 2120 m. RD
2900 m & RD 6100 m of Burari Creek Drain for collecting floating material, hyacinth etc. from water surface of the drain and its disposal to nearby dhalao to maintain free flow of water. Head of
Account:- 2711-Non Plan Maintenance Drainage, Estimate Cost:- Rs. 46,87,174.00, Earnest Money:- Rs. 93,743.00, Time Allowed:- 11 Months, Last Date & Time of Submission of Bids
Through E-Procurement Solution:- 23.04.2020 upto 3:00 P.M., Time & Date of Opening of Tender.- 23.04.2020 at 3.10 P.M., Tender-ID No. 2020_IFC_190224 1.

6. Name of Work:- Cleaning, removal of Malba/Waste Material / floating material and to keep the drain clean on daily basis under maintenance period including supply & installation of new floating
trash barriers and repair of existing floating trash barrier at Drain No.6 for collecting floating material, hycinth etc. and its disposal to nearby MCD Dhalao. Head of Account:- 2711-Non Plan
Maintenance Drainage, Estimate Cost:- Rs. 54,56,856.00, Earnest Money:- Rs: 1,09137.00, Time Allowed:- 09 Months, Last Date & Time of Submission of Bids Through E-Procurcment
Solution: 23.04.2020 upto 3:00 P.M., Time & Date of Opening of Tender:- 23.04.2020 at 3.10 P.M., Tender ID No. 2020_IFC_190225_1.

Note:- The enlistment of the contractors should be valid on the last date of opening of tenders. In case the last date of opening of tender is extended, the enlistment of contractor should be valid on

The tenderer shall have to scan zerox copy of the mode of Earnest Money Deposit this office and other relevant documents as required in NIT and then upload the same scanned copies, duly signed
by him owning responsibility. for their correctness / authenticity in support of their eligibility, along with the tender at web site. Attested copy of relevant documents and Earnest money in physical
form as stated above should be deposited in the office of EE, CD-VI, I&FC Deptt., Govt. of Delhi, Office Complex, Bharat Nagar, Delhi-110052 before the last date & time for submission of price bids
in the form of treasury challan / deposit at call receipt of schedule bank / fixed deposit receipt of schedule bank / demand draft of a schedule bank issued in favour of Executive Engineer -CD-VI,
I&FC Deptt. failure to furnish the original mode of Earnest money and all relevant documents before the closing of the tender will entail rejection of tender. Details of above mention work can be seen
delhi.gov.in upto 15.00 Hrs. on 23.04.2020 No manual tender shall be accepted only tender submitted through E-procurement portal

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER: CD-VII

Police book
Tahir Hussain
under UAPA

New Delhi: Delhi Police
have booked suspended
AAP councillor Tahir
Hussain under the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA),
officers said Wednesday.

Hussain, who is ac-
cused of murder and riot-
ing, was also booked un-
der the UAPA by the
Special Cell of the Delhi
Police for his alleged in-
volvement in Northeast
Delhi riots. He was ar-
rested 10-12 days ago for
his alleged involvement in
the riots, said a senior po-

New Delhi

lice officer. ENS
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Awoman sells poultry
in Assam’s Baksa
district. Dasarath Deka

J&K
Amarnath
Yatra may be
cancelled

Jammu: Uncertainty pre-
vailed over the fate of this
year's pilgrimage to the
Amarnath cave shrine in
South Kashmir with an of-
ficial release on
Wednesday announcing
its cancellation due to the
coronavirus pandemic, be-
fore being withdrawn. The
yatra has been scheduled
from June 23 to August 3.
The decision to “cancel” it
was taken at a meeting of
the Amarnath shrine
board, chaired by J&K L-G
G C Murmu. A later state-
ment said it “may not be
possible” to organize the
pilgrimage in 2020. ENS

KARNATAKA
Relief for IT
services,
construction

Bengaluru: The Karnataka
government Wednesday
issued an order extending
the lockdown in the state
till May 3, but brought “se-
lect additional activities”
like in situ construction
work and IT services with
minimal work force under
a category that can begin
operations from midnight
on April 23. “IT firmss can
work with minimum staff
but rest should work from
home. No number of em-
ployees has been speci-
fied,” education minister S
Suresh Kumar said. ENS

MAHARASHTRA
92-year-old
woman in
Pune recovers

Pune: A92-year-old woman
in Pune has recovered from
COVID-19. What makes it
even more remarkable is
that she had suffered paral-
ysis seven months ago. She
and four other members of
her family tested positive
and were admitted to
Symbiosis Hospital in the
first week of April. “All
members including her 3-
year-old great-granddaugh-
ter were discharged
Tuesday,” said Dr Vijay
Natranjan, hospital CEO. PTI

Sample testing shift: In Maharashtra,
private labs overtake govt facilities

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, APRIL22

MAHARASHTRA, WHICH has
emerged as the ground zero of
the coronavirus outbreak in the
country, has become the first
state where the number of sam-
ples tested at private facilities has
overtaken those at government
labs — by nearly double on
Tuesday alone.

With 5,221 cases so far, the
highestinany state, Health officials
are banking on largescale testing
asakey tool toisolate and contain
the spread. And, according to offi-
cial figures available Wednesday
morning, Maharashtra has tested
82,304 samples so far, of which
41,794 — 50.78% — were done in
the private labs.

The figures show that on
Tuesday, private labs tested 4,211

samples while government fa-
cilities totalled 2,255 in the state.
There are two main reasons
for the surge in private testing, a
government official said.
“Physicians have been given
wider discretion, they can pre-
scribe lab tests for asymptomatic
people too. Also, in the case of
Maharashtra, a few labs stopped
testing temporarily after the
Supreme Court ordered free test-
ing for all. They have now re-
sumed in full capacity,” he said.
The official was referring tothe
court modifyingits orderand clar-
ifying that free tests are only for
Ayushman Bharat beneficiaries
and economically weaker sec-
tions. The court ruled that the
Centre’s price cap of Rs 4,500 per
test would continue for others.
“Private labs, in my opinion,
have twice the capacity as that
of government labs as we oper-

Minister in quarantine is
now in Mumbai hospital

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 22

MAHARASHTRA HOUSING
Minister Jitendra Awhad was ad-
mitted to a hospital on Tuesday
night, days after he had put him-
self under home quarantine ow-
ing to contact with a COVID-19
positive person.

He is said to have got himself
admitted to Jupiter Hospital in
Thane after he found he had
fever.

Later in the night, however,
due to suspicion that he had
COVID-19 symptoms, he was
moved to Fortis Hospital in
Mulund, Mumbai.

Around a fortnight ago, a
number of people who had
come into contact with Awhad,
including police personnel, had
tested positive for coronavirus.

Awhad had then undergone
aCOVID-19test, and tested neg-
ative.

However, on April 13, the
minister announced that he was

Maharashtra Housing
Minister Jitendra Awhad

isolating himself at his home for
14 days.

Meanwhile, Fortis Hospital
acknowledged that Awhad had
been brought to the hospital
where he is being tested and is
under observation. A spokesper-
son for the hospital said that his
condition was stable.

Awhad represents Thane dis-
trict's Kalwa-Mumbra Assembly
constituency. He is the first min-
ister in the Maharashtra Cabinet
to be admitted to hospital dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.

Cop in Athawale security
detalil tests positive

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, APRIL 22

APOLICEMAN in the security de-
tail of Union Minister Ramdas
Athawale tested positive for
COVID-19 on Wednesday.

Officials said the policeman, a
driver in Athawale's convoy, was
suffering from fever and throat
infection and had been on sick
leave since April 5. He under-
went a test on April 18, and
the results revealed that he was
infected.

He has been admitted to a
hospital at Panvel.

A senior police officer said
three other policemen who were
part of the convey and would sit
in his car have been asked to
quarantine themselves at home.

“When we inquired with
him, he said that he doesn't re-
member if he even came in con-
tact with anyone who has tested
positive,” said an officer.

Since the day the lockdown

Ramdas Athawale

was announced, Athawale has
been staying at his Bandra resi-
dence, Samvidham.

“Till April 5, they would just
goto his residence and sit down-
stairs as none of the VIPs have
been stepping out since the time
lockdown has been announced.
Besides, the driver never went
close to the minister,” said a sen-
ior officer.

The driver, a Kharghar resi-
dent, had sent his family to his
native place before the lock-
down was announced.

ate 24x7. Also, the outbreak in
Dharavi is contributing to big
numbers coming to private
labs,” Arokiaswamy Velumani,
CEO of Mumbai-based
Thyrocare, said. Dharavi has
recorded over 180 cases.

Officials also pointed out that
Maharashtra has the largest pri-
vate lab network in the country,
with 20 of a total of 87 opera-
tional in the state.

In Delhi, meanwhile, only
25%(6,734) of the total 26,627
samples tested are from private
labs, up from 19% two weeks ago.

Official figures show that the
rise in testing at private labs in
Maharashtra has also resulted in
anincrease in positive cases be-
ing reported. In the last one
week, the average total positive
cases in the state stood at 5.30%
of total samples tested as against
4.33% the previous week.

In government labs, this
number stood at 6.46% for the
last week and 5.47% the week
before; in private labs, it was
4,085% and 2.97%, respectively.

Mapping the shift, the figures
show that private labs tested an
average of 3,133 samples per day
over the last seven days, com-
pared to 2,175 in government
labs. An identical trend was re-
ported the previous week, when
private labs tested an average of
2,029 samples per day, as against
1,898 in government facilities.

Official figures from across the
month present a stark contrast,
and show the pace at which test-
ing at private labs have gained
ground in Maharashtra.

On April 9, government labs
tested 12,984 samples, 5,091
more than private labs. The trend
held over the next week, with gov-
ernment labs testing 25,283 sam-

CENTRAL TEAM VISITS DHARAVI

ples, 5,424 more than privatelabs.

The trend started shifting
subsequently in the weeks that
followed, with two days record-
ing the maximum gap between
the two.

On April 19, 4,241 samples
were tested in private labs, com-
pared to 2,389 in government fa-
cilities. Tuesday marked the next
big jump.

In Delhi, similarly, there has
beenanincrease in testingin the
10 approved private labs after
the apex court order on April 14.

In the last one week, private
labs tested 551 samples per day,
on average, against 926 in gov-
ernment facilities — but on April
17 alone, private labs tested as
many 2,048 samples. In the pre-
vious week, private labs in Delhi
tested 152 samples per day, on
average, compared to 882 in gov-
ernment labs.

Maharashtra Health Minister Rajesh Tope with the central team in Dharavi. Express

Step up testing, quarantining
in slums, Maharashtra told

SANDEEP ASHAR
MUMBAI, APRIL 22

MAHARASHTRA needs more in-
stitutional quarantine facilities
and a ramp-up of its contact trac-
ing programme in slum pockets
to contain the spread of coron-
avirus in Mumbai, a central team
told state authorities on
Wednesday.

Following an on-spot assess-
ment of COVID-19 care arrange-
ments in Asia’s largest slum
Dharavi and another slum settle-
ment at Marol in Andheri, an in-
ter-ministerial central team
(IMCT), headed by Additional
Secretary (Ministry of Food
Processing Industries) Manoj
Joshi, instructed officials to aug-
ment quarantine facilitiesindense
slum pockets on an urgent basis.

Concerned over the high in-
fection rate and routine lock-
down violations in Mumbai, the
Home Ministry had earlier sent
two separate IMCTs to Mumbai
and Pune, authorising them to
give directions to the state au-
thorities for redressal.

When contacted, Joshi told The
Indian Express, “We have sought
more data from the BMC on how
many people have been tested in

the major slum colonies. We have
also asked for more data regard-
ing quarantining arrangementsin
these dense pockets.”

After cases were detected in
Dharaviand the other slum pock-
ets of Mumbai, the sheer density
of population sparked fears of
community transmission.

In Dharavi alone, which has
now seen 189 cases, including 12
deaths, more than 60,000 fami-
lies and roughly 8.5 lakh people
are cramped ina 2.4 sqkmsprawl,
making it one of the densest hu-
man habitations in the world.

Advocating aggressive isola-
tionas the best form of defence in
dense habitations, the central
team on Wednesday demanded
a200 per centincrease in institu-
tional quarantine-beds. Local as-
sistant commissioner Kiran
Dighavkar, who accompanied the
team to Dharavi, said, “We've set
up quarantine camps that canac-
commodate 1,000 people at one
time for now. The central team has
asked us to augment this to ac-
commodate up to 3,000 people.”

On Wednesday, when the
IMCT visited Dharavi, local au-
thorities highlighted these chal-
lenges, while presenting how they
had resorted to swift contact trac-
ing and aggressive isolation of

high-risk categories.

Between April 1 (when the
first case wasreported in the area)
and Wednesday, Dighavkar
claimed they screened a popula-
tion of 40,000 people in the set-
tlement with the help of private
medics and fewer clinics. “We
have taken swabs of 680 people.
Sofar2,780 people have been put
under observation. This includes
2,100 under home quarantine and
680 under institutional quaran-
tine. Of the latter, 210 have been
discharged,” Dighavkar informed
the team, while showing them
quarantine facilities set up by the
BMC — a 300-bed facility at the
Rajiv Gandhi Sports Complex and
another 700-bed facility in a mu-
nicipal school complex.

The team is expected to visit
slum settlements near Govandiin
the eastern suburbs on Thursday.

While the civic authorities
shared a ward level data of vari-
ousarrangements putin place, the
team has now sought “slum spe-
cificdata”.

The Centre has also taken cog-
nisance of allegations made by
Maharashtra Leader of Opposition
Devendra Fadnavis over violation
of the ICMR protocols regarding
suspected COVID-19 deaths by
major hospitals in Mumbai.

Alphonso feels the heat, farmers struggle to reach markets

MAYURA JANWALKAR
RATNAGIRI, APRIL 22

EVERY summer, said Devdutta
Patil, customers wait for the Alp-
honso. This year, for the first time
that he has been in the mango
business for 30 years, itis the king
of fruits that is waiting for buyers.
On Sunday night, son Vikram
supervised the packing of 72
boxes containing two dozen man-
goes each at theirhome in Ratna-
giri, for their first dispatch to
Mumbai this season, with some
easing of the lockdown starting
the next day. As four workers and
members of the family placed the
Alphonsoinlayers of hay, Vikram
said the boxes were headed for for
the APMC market in Vashi, Navi
Mumbai, about 340 km away.
Still, he doesn’t expect tocome
anywhere close to their usual
sales. “We are readying about

1,000 boxes, last year we sold
2,500,” Devdutta said.

Ratnagiri had four active
COVID-19 cases Sunday. For the
mango trade, that fuels the econ-
omy of Maharashtra’s coastal dis-
tricts, the lockdown is a second
blow in close succession, after the
untimely rain in December cost-
ing 40 per cent of the yield.

Vivek Bhide, the presidentofa
cooperative of mango producers
and sellers, estimates that the
three districts of Konkan region
produce 3.5 lakh metric tonnes of
mangoes each year.

An estimated 30,000 to
40,000 metrictonnes of top-grade
mangoes from Konkan are ex-
ported every year. The overseas
demand has also been impacted
by the coronavirus pandemic.

Recently, mango farmers
reached out to the government to
facilitate the retail sale of Alph-
onso, including in major markets

Workers weigh and segregate Alphonso mangoes as per
grade ata warehouse owned by Sanchin Lanjekar in
Ratnagiri. Amit Chakravarty

like Mumbai, Thane and Pune.
While Alphonso rates, in the
range of Rs 800 to Rs 2,000 for a
peti (box of four to seven dozen
mangoes), are not dramatically
lower than earlier, problems in

supply chains have made the
business sluggish, said Bhide.
“Usually by April 20, most farm-
ers have sold 50 per cent of their
produce,” he said.

Amar Desai said that not just

the fresh fruit, with its short shelf
life, but also the mango processing
business has been affected. A
number of small entrepreneursin
Ratnagiri trade in mango products
like sweets, pulp and bottled juice,
pointed out Desai.

Sunil Pawar, managing direc-
tor of Maharashtra State Agricul-
tural Marketing Board, said they
have started to directly link farm-
ers with consumers in urban ar-
eas now. The board has a list of
mango farmers ready for this up
on their website. “We have also
started sending vehicles to dis-
tricts like Satara, Nashik, Sangli
and Kolhapur for farmers to sell to
consumers there,” he said.

Pawar said around 300 tonnes
of mangoes have been sent to bu-
yers in other cities via the Board’s
intervention, while around 2,235
tonnes have left for markets abro-
ad fromits Vashi treatment centre.

“Similar interventions are be-

ing carried out by Agriculture
Department. Some wholesale
traders have tied up with food de-
livery applications like Zomato to
home deliver mangoes,” he said.
Last week, Konkan Bhumi Pra-
tishthan, an NGO associated with
around a thousand mango farm-
ers that works with the state gov-
ernment, stepped in to enable
farmers toreach urban customers.
Founder Sanjay Yadavrao said Al-
phonso sales may drop toRs 1,000
croreasopposed toRs 3,000 crore
last year. However, social media
has helped. “Now demand is so
high, we are trying hard to fulfillit.”
Amar Desai fears the pinch
may be felt the most ahead of the
next harvest. “Whatever the
farmer earns during March, April,
May is what sustains him for the
year. He uses it in October-
November for his next harvest.”
-—-WITHINPUTSFROMPARTHA
SARATHIBISWASINPUNE

New Delhi

Stuck with no work,
Central team writes
to Bengal Chief

Secy; reply awaited

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI, APRIL22

THE TWO Inter-Ministerial
Central Teams (IMCTs) tasked
with assessing West Bengal's han-
dling of the COVID-19 outbreakin
seven districts could not do any
meaningful work for the third suc-
cessive day, with the state govern-
mentignoring the Kolkata team’s
request for adetailed presentation
onnine points and inspection vis-
itsto 12 hotspots, nine COVID hos-
pitals, six markets, and four quar-
antine centres across Kolkata,
Howrah, East Midnapore and
North 24 Parganas districts.

Among the points the Central
team has sought details onare the
testing scale, testing facilities,
availability of personal protective
equipment (PPE) for health work-
ers, availability of ICU beds, venti-
lators and oxygen supply, inci-
dence of COVID-19 among health
workers, and the process of deter-
mining the cause of death.

The team in North Bengal,
tasked with monitoring pre-
paredness in  Darjeeling,
Kalimpong and Jalpaiguri, also
could not move out on
Wednesday.

The team had its first briefing
in three days from the Jalpaiguri
Commissioner on the overall sta-
tus of the outbreak in Darjeeling,
Jalpaiguri and Kalimpong.
Another detailed briefing, re-
quested by team leader Vineet
Joshi, was initially scheduled at 7
pm, but was postponed to 10.30
pm on account of rain and hail-
storm in the evening.

The IMCT, led by Additional
Secretary Apurva Chandra, is

learnt to have spent Wednesday
waiting for West Bengal Chief
Secretary Rajiv Sinha to respond
to a letter requesting field visits
and detailed presentation by the
state Health Department.

“We haven't heard from them
thewholeday. Thisis our third day
here, and we haven’t done any-
thing meaningful yet,” a team
member said on the condition of
anonymity.

Inadetailed letter to Sinhaon
Wednesday morning, Chandra,
besides seeking presentation on
nine points, also requested infor-
mation on the method of identi-
fying suspected cases and quar-
antining those patients. “The
IMCT would also like to under-
stand any problems faced by he
state government in implemen-
tation of the lockdown orders,
availability of testing kits, etc,and
support required from the
Government of India in this re-
gard,” the letter states.

Onfield visits, Chandra wrote,
his team should be accompanied
by “relevant officers of the health
department, local bodies and
other departments involved in
implementing the health and
disinfection measures, apart
from supply of essential com-
modities, operation of quaran-
tine centres and the manage-
ment of the relevant hospitals”,
and not a police officer.

OnTuesday, the IMCT was ac-
companied by an ACP of West
Bengal Police for its hour-long tour
of Kolkata to assess the imple-
mentation of the lockdown.

Chandra wrote to Sinha after
the state government sought to
de-escalate confrontation with
the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Punitive action for
corona among staff
misinterpreted: MHA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 22

IN A move to assuage fears raised
by industrial units, the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) on
Wednesday said that punitive
measuresinits guidelines to allow
some industries to restart opera-
tions with conditions have been
misinterpreted.

The clarification follows rep-
resentations by various industry
and export associations to clarify
the provisions.

While the Press Information
Bureau called these apprehen-
sionsto be “wrongand incorrect”,
as provisions were precautionary
in nature, the MHA's official han-
dle tweeted, “MHA Guidelines
misinterpreted. Penalties under
DM (Disaster Management) Act
‘05 applicable if offence occurs
with consent, cognisance or neg-
ligence of employer.”

Industry representatives said
thatemployers should not be held
responsible if any employee tests
positive for coronavirus.

“.If carried out as a ran-
domised inspection with trans-
parency and submission of report,
monitoring could be effective
without being heavy-handed,” ClI

director-general Chandrajit
Banerjee said. “At the same
time...CII suggests that it would
not be correct to hold employers
culpable in case COVID-positive
cases are found among employ-
ees, as it is found that infections
can spread even through asymp-
tomatic carriers.”

“There should be no criminal-
ity in COVID management in in-
dustry. We will take it to the high-
est level,” Labour Secretary
Heeralal Samariya said during a
webinar in response to similar
concerns raised by members of
industry association FICCL.

Ravi Sehgal, chairman,
Engineering Export Promotion
Council of India, said that while
the problemis not at the ministry-
level in Delhi, “everything boils
down to the state level and their
interpretation of the law and rules.
The MHA needs to call all state
chief secretaries and formamod-
ulus common to all of India.”

The Indian Expresshad on April
21 reported that firms in pockets
across the country had raised red
flags over the interpretation of
punitive measures for violation of
safety procedures, especially if
workers test positive for COVID-19
despite the firms following safety
and sanitisation procedures.

Kerala to deduct salary of
govt staff, cut MLAS’ pay

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL 22

THE KERALA Cabinet on
Wednesday decided to deduct
one month’s salary over five
months from government em-
ployees, PSU workers and staff of
quasi-government institutions in
order tomop upresources during
the economic crisis stemming
from the lockdown.

A 30 per cent cut in monthly
salary will be effected for minis-
ters, legislators and members of
all governing boards for a year.
Elected membersin the three-tier
local bodies will also take a 30 per
cent cut in honorarium.

CM Pinarayi Vijayan said
COVID-19 has had a huge eco-
nomic impact. “Kerala has been
hit badly and we are a consumer
state. The state is going through a

fiscal crisis as tax collection rev-
enue has fallen drastically and re-
mittances from expatriates have
also stopped... Expenses for
healthcare services and food
safety are unavoidable...”

He said that government em-
ployees and their organisations
expressed willingness to con-
tribute one month’s salary to Chief
Minister’s Distress Relief Fund.
Accordingly, the salary for six days
every month will be deducted for
the next five months. Those earn-
ing less than Rs 20,000 a month
will be exempted, the CM said.

Keralareported 11 new casesof
COVID-190onWednesday —seven
from Kannur, twoin Kasargod, and
one each from Kottayam and
Malappuram. Five of them came
from abroad and three were in-
fected through a primary contact.
One personis a health worker and
two are house surgeons at
Kozhikode Medical College.
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TN: Rs 50 lakh
for kin of those

who die in
COVID fight

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, APRIL 22

TAMIL NADU Chief Minister
Edappadi K Palaniswami
Wednesday announced ex gratia
payment of Rs 50 lakh to the kin
of frontline personnel who die
during COVID-19 duty, a decision
that came in the wake of the con-
troversy over the burial of a
Chennai neurosurgeon and a
protest by city doctors demand-
ing better facilities.

Palaniswami said it was the
duty of the state government to
show gratitude towards health
workers,and promised a safe and
dignified system for burying
those who die of the coronavirus.

Frontline workers from differ-
ent departments such as health,
police, local administration and
sanitation, will be eligible for the
solatium if they die due to the
virus. “Afamily member will also
be provided with a government
job based on their qualification,”
Palaniswami said. The earlier ex
gratia sumwas Rs 10 lakh.

On Sunday, the family of the
neurosurgeon—whorana private
hospital in the city and died of
COVID-19—was attacked when
they tried to bury him. The
AIADMK government copped
criticism from opposition parties
and the medical fraternity over
the lack of coordination between
the police and the Health
Department that led to the ugly
episode.

Also, a protest call by resident
doctors of Chennai's Rajiv Gandhi
Government General Hospital—
who threatened to abstain from
duty on Wednesday if not given
a better quarantine facility—left
the government firefighting more
controversy. The protest was
withdrawn after the hospital
arranged hotel rooms for them.

COVID ward home now, Lucknow

hospital staff meet challe

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, APRIL 22

FOR THE last several weeks, the
medicine ward of King George’s
Medical University (KGMU) has
become home for 120-odd em-
ployees, including doctors and
other staff.

“We look out for each other. It
is challenging for us because we
have not been in a situation like
this before where everyone is
staying at the hospital after their
shift,” says Dr Farman Khan (26),
junior resident at the medicine
ward, which has been turned
into the COVID-19 ward.

The ward has till now had 11
positive cases out of which 7
have been discharged. It was es-
tablished in the first week of
March after the hospital received
its first suspected case.

DrKhan says everyone is bat-
tling issues back home but is try-
ing their best to not let it show
while working. “My 65-year-old
father, who suffers from high
blood pressure and heart prob-
lems, is stuck in Rampur since
the lockdown started. [ am wor-
ried about him, but I can’t be dis-
tracted while on duty,” says
Khan.

The staff of King George’s Medical University. Express

His family lives in Dubai and
his father had come to Rampur
tolook after their ancestral farm
in Rampur when the lockdown
was announced. “Since then, he
has been there, alone. That wor-
ries me the most,” says Khan.

Dr D Himanshu (40), the
nodal officer and ward in-
charge, says the biggest chal-
lenge is the fear of infection.
“Four teams have gone into
quarantine and some have re-
turned to duty. In each team,
there were around 25 people.
Currently, there are 53 staff
members in quarantine,” he
adds.

Dr Saurabh Pandey (31) was
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among the doctors who were
quarantined. A senior resident
doctor, he was in quarantine
from March 18 to April 1.
Pandey said the biggest chal-
lenge for him was to maintain
distance from his wife, also a
doctor, who is in an advanced

nge head on

stage of pregnancy. “I would
have liked to be around her then.
ButIknew I cannot take any risk
so she moved to a relative’s
house and I moved to a quaran-
tine facility,” says Pandey, who
has tested negative.

Lucky Balmiki (26) is a sani-
tation worker at the COVID
ward. Working at the ward and
living in a room provided at the
hospital since April, Lucky says
his shift stretches beyond the
stipulated six hours on most
days.

“I'have noissues working ex-
tra hours. This is the first time [
feellam doing something for the
country and its people.
Otherwise, who cares about a
cleaner,” says Balmiki.

Lucky’s supervisor Kamlesh
Kumar (48), who is posted as a
clerk at the medicine ward of
KGMU, feels this is the time for
people like him and others
working under him to step up. “
have not met my family for more
than a month, but it doesn’t
bother me much. People like me
have worked all our lives, but
thisis the time to really show our
worth. It feels like I am a soldier
fighting for the country. The day
the PM told the country to ap-
plaud for us, I felt pride.”

Mumbai man refuses to take delivery from Muslim, held

SRINATHRAO
MUMBAI, APRIL 22

A 51-year-old man who refused
to collect groceries from a deliv-
ery man after learning that he
was a Muslim was arrested in
Mumbai on Tuesday, hours after
his Islamophobic comments
were recorded on video by the
employee.

The target of the communal
remarks was 32-year-old Barkat
Patel,aMira Road resident work-

ing with grocery service Grofers.

The first of Patel’s nine deliv-
eries on Tuesday was at the home
of Supriya Chaturvedi at Jaya Park
at 9.40 am. As mandated by his
employers, Patel was required to
give Chaturvedi her parcel out-
side the gate of her apartment
complex. Just as he was about

hand over the parcel,
Chaturvedi’s father, Gajanan
stopped her.

According to the phone video
that Patel handed over the police,
the accused first wanted to know

Stranded in Ahmedabad,
migrant teen makes video call,
family finds him ailing, starving

VAIBHAV JHA
AHMEDABAD, APRIL 22

ON SUNDAY, 19-year-old Parvez
Ansari woke up with high fever
and acute coughat hisrented res-
idence in a migrant colony in
Amraiwadi of Ahmedabad, and
made a video call to his family
backin Ranchi in Jharkhand.

The family was shocked.
Between their last photo of Ansari
one-and-a-half months ago and
Sunday, he appeared to have
transformed from a cheerful
teenager to a scrawny figure, un-
able toeven speak properly. Ansari
had been trying to come home
but couldn't due to the lockdown,
they added.

After the family reached outto
them, officials took Ansari to hos-
pital. They said he had tuberculo-
sis and had suffered kidney fail-
ure. In the Rabari colony where he
stays, large parts of it now empty
of its migrant labourers, neigh-
bours said they had offered him
food several times, but he couldn’'t
eatduetoillness.

On seeing his state, the family
told Ansari to make a video seek-
ing help and send it to them. The
family then sent the video to Bhor
Singh Yadav, the Officer on Special
Duty to the Jharkhand Chief

An emaciated Parvez Ansari

Ahmedabad Police was notified.

In the video, a half-dressed
Ansari is sitting on the threshold
of his one-room flat, his hands
folded, speaking feebly through
long pauses: “Meri haalat bahut
kharab hai.Ghar pahuncha dijiye
(My condition is extremely bad.
Please send me home).”

Yadav told The Indian Express
over the phone: “The boy ap-
peared extremely feeble and mal-
nourished and we sought the help
of the Ahmedabad Police to res-
cue him. When a team arrived at
his residence, they realised he had
been sick for many days. His
neighbours had offered him food,
but he couldn’t eat. He was taken
toahospital.”

R T Udavat, the in-charge at
Amraiwadi Police Station, said:

tion and we admitted him to
Ahmedabad Civil Hospital.”

Ansari's family said he went to
Ahmedabad one-and-a-halfyears
ago, and did odd jobs for a living.
His last employment was at a
packaging company.

Elder brother Tauhid, 25, said
Ansari was healthy when he came
home. However, on return to
Ahmedabad, he wasn’t able to
find work. “We asked him to come
back, but he insisted he would
stay.He had takenaroom onrent
for Rs 1,200. Then, around March
20, he informed us he was not
feeling well and we asked him to
return. When he said he had no
money, we sent him some using
mobile banking. Because of Janata
Curfew onMarch 22 and later the
lockdown, he couldn't leave.”

Tauhid added that while they
spoke regularly with him, he did-
n't tell them he had taken a turn
for the worse or that he had
stopped eating.

Atest at the Civil Hospital has
shown Ansari doesn't have coro-
navirus. Medical Superintendent
Dr ] P Modi said, “He has TB and
due to this, his symptoms are
anorexia and weight loss.”
Acknowledging that Ansari had
no one by his side, he said they
were taking good care of him.

The family knows this, as it

Secretary, after which the “Ansariwasfoundinafrailcondi-  waits to speak to him again.
SALUTE THE SOLDIER e

CT/GD SHISHU KUMAR MISHRA

ONGC JORHAT
23-04-1999

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of this
| brave-heart. On this day, he laid down his life at altar
of duty while fighting with militants. His courage and
bravery would remain an abiding source of inspiration

for the force. The force will remain eternally indebted to him for his

noblest deed.

Lt Col DS Mahlawat
(17 June 1973 - 20 April 2020)

Fraternity of Army Educational Corps expresses
profound grief and sorrow on the sad demise of Lt Col
DS Mahlawat on 20 April 2020. The Officer was post-
ed at Sainik School Gopalganj as Vice Principal.
Commissioned into Army Educational Corps on 08

December 2001, he will always be remembered for his selfless and dedi-
catied service to the Corps. We pray to the Almighty to bless eternal peace
to the departed soul and give strength to the bereaved family.

Maj Gen Devesh Gaur
Addl DGMT (AE) & Col Comdt
and All Ranks of Army Educational Corps

DRM (S&T) NWR, Ajmer on behalf of
the President of India invites E-Tender
for the following work up to 15.00 Hrs.
on the mentioned date. Tender No. :
1. DRM-S&T-33-2019-20 (Re-tender)
2. DRM-S&T-01-2020-21, Name of
Work: 1. Ajmer Division: Hiring of 02
No. Multi Utility Vehicles for two years
for transportation of Telecom materials
for day-to-day maintenance of
Telecom gears under JE (Tele) Falna
and JE (Tele) Bhilwara section of Ajmer
Division. 2. Ajmer Division: Annual
Maintenance of Efftronics Make Data -
Loggers & RTU's provided at stations
& LC-Gates on MD-PNU Section of
Ajmer Division NWR For Three Years
2019-20, 2020-21 & 2021-22.,
Approximate cost of work : 1. Rs.
1966076.16, 2. Rs. 14375651.79,
Earnest Money: 1. Rs. 39300.00, 2.
Rs. 221900.00, Date & Time of
opening E-Tender : 18.05.2020 at
15.30 Hrs., The details of above E-
Tender are available on website
www.ireps.gov.in. 396-DT/20

Please join us on[if B /NWRailways

the name of the delivery man.

“The lady wanted to take the
parcel but the man said no.
When he said he would not take
parcel from Muslims, I did not
say anything and started to
record him on my phone. It was
very hurtful,” he said.

On Tuesday evening, Patel
registered a complaint at
Kashimira police station. The po-
lice booked Gajanan Chaturvedi
under the Indian Penal Code for
committing a deliberate or mali-
cious act with the intention of

outraging Patel’s religious feel-
ings and beliefs.

Sanjay Hajare, senior inspec-
tor, Kashimira police station, said
thatthe accused was found at the
address where Patel was to de-
liver the groceries and identified
asthe manrecorded in the video.

Patel said that ever since the
lockdown was enforced, cus-
tomers have been treating him
with more respect. “We are tak-
ing a huge risk while doing so.
Most customers understand why
Iamout,” he said.

Under new norms,
coverall makers can
be prosecuted over
low-quality product

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, APRIL 22

MANUFACTURERS OF coverall
suits, a critical PPE item, will
have to give a sworn affidavit to
the government saying they will
maintain quality standards and
be liable to prosecution under
law if there is a “wilful lapse” in
quality.

Battling a shortage across
India, the government on
Wednesday revised norms for
manufacture of coveralls —-
considered the most essential
personal protective item for
frontline staff engaged in con-
taining the spread of COVID-19.
It will allow only genuine man-
ufacturers to vie for testing their
samples and be legally account-
able for sub-par quality of prod-
uct —- a key policy element
missing in the regulation of
manufacturing and testing of
this item so far.

Traders getting coveralls to
cash in on the captive demand
in the country have, therefore,
been taken out of the picture
due to the revised norms. Only
textile manufacturers can now
apply for testing and, upon pass-
ing of samples, manufacture the
item.

Another loophole plugged
by the revised norms is that
manufacturers will have to de-
clare where their manufactur-
ing units are, based on which
their samples and products will
be assigned a unique code.

The revised norms, shared
with the two labs of the govern-
ment that are engaged in test-
ing —DRDO and SITRA in
Coimbatore — say that the
Unique Certification Code
should “form the basis for
placement of orders by HLL”,
which is procuring for the gov-
ernment.

The new norms, framed by
the Textiles Ministry, are appli-
cable retrospectively. All codes
to coverall samples assigned in
March will thus have to be mod-
ified.

Officials told The Indian
Express that this will ensure
that substandard coveralls do
not flood the market or get pro-
cured by organisations in large
numbers. “The testing labora-
tory may be responsible for the
integrity of the prototype sam-
ple submitted by the applicant,”
the norms say. “Itis the respon-
sibility of the procuring organi-
sation to complete its due dili-
gence process before placement
of the supply agreement.”

Recently, a large part of a
coverall consignment from
China, part of a donation, was
found to be below acceptable
standards in India.

As per estimates, India
might need 1.5 crore coveralls
for medical staff fighting
COVID-19 by June. The govern-
ment is trying to ramp up do-
mestic production by identify-
ing reliable manufacturers. It is
also exploring options to im-
port, officials said.

‘Enough foodgrainin

godowns, no shortage

UNION MINISTER of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution RAM VILAS
PASWAN tells HARIKISHAN
SHARMA that there is no short-
age of foodgrain in the country,
and about the steps being taken
to ensure the smooth supply
across states. Excerpts:

How will you ensure that the
supply of foodgrain remains
smooth in coming days?

Ason April 20, we have a stock
of 524.5 lakh metric tons (LMT) of
foodgrain—289.5 LMT rice and
235LMT wheat.Besides, procure-
ment has been started for the rabi
crop from April 15, which will in-
crease the stock further.

Our monthly requirement is
about 60 LMT. If we take into ac-
count requirement under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana, an additional 180
LMT will be required. Thus, we
have sufficient foodgrain in our
godowns. There is no shortage. As
far as lifting of foodgrain and its
transportation is concerned, that
workis being done at war footing.
Allemployees and workers of the
Food Corporation of India are do-
ing a fantastic job; the Prime
Minister himself has recognised
their efforts. Injjust 27 days, about
44.58 LMT grain has been lifted
and transported todifferent parts
of the country until Monday.
That’s not child’s play.

But there are complaints
regarding non-availability of
foodgrain to the poor,
particularly migrant labourers
in many states.

We are monitoring the situa-
tion regularly. [ am in constant
touch with states. [ have spoken
toministers in-charge of food sup-
plies departments of 18 states, in-
cluding UP, Bihar, West Bengal,
Telangana and Tamil Nadu. These

Doctor,
policeman
pelted with
stones in MP

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, APRIL 22

A DOCTOR and a policeman
were pelted with stones in
Gaswani area of Sheopur district
on Wednesday.

Dr Pawan Upadhyay, posted
at a government hospital in
Vijyapur, went to the village,
about 140 km from the district
headquarters of Sheopur, to
check on Gopal Shivhare, a 21-
year-old who had returned to
the village recently.

Gopal's father Gangaram ar-
gued with the team, claiming
that his opponentsin the village
gave officials false information.
He said his son was notat home.

Gaswani police station in-
charge Brijmohan Rawat said ASI
Shriram Awasthi reached the spot
when doctors sought the police’s
help to locate Gopal. When they
tried to enter the house where
Gopal was reportedly hiding,
Gangramallegedly threw astone
which hit Awasthi (52) on the
head, causing heavy bleeding. His
sons also allegedly threw stones.
The doctor and others in the
screening team were unhurt,
while Gopal escaped.

Rawat said Gopal worked for
aliquor contractorin Guna. Alo-
cal panchayat secretary had in-
formed the police and health
workers about Gopal’s arrival in
the village.

The police booked Gangaram,
his two sons and wife. Gangaram
and his son Ashish were later ar-
rested. Sheopur SP Sampat
Upadhyay said NSA will be in-
voked against the main accused.

@ TAMIL NADU HOUSING BOARD -MADURAI CIRCLE

Tender Notice No: 01/2020-21

Sealed tenders with Prequalification System duly super-scribed on the covers with Name of work,

Reference No., Due Date and Name of the Tenderer are invited for the following work so as to reach office

of the Superintending Engineer, Madurai circle, Ellisnagar, Madurai-16 up to 11.00 A.M (as per office

clock) on the date mentioned below. The tenders will be opened by the under signed at his office at 11.30
AM on the same day in the presence of the tenderer or their agent who choose to be present.

Date: 22.04.2020

Sl. Description of Work
No.

Approximate value| EMD in

(Rs.in Lakhs) Rs. date

Tender due| Period of sale

-

at Veerapandi Village in Theni District

Construction of Amma Thirumana Mandapam

890.00

4,55,000/-22.05.2020| 15.05.2020 to

21.05.2020

www.tenders.tn.gov.in at free of cost.
Madurai Circle, Ellisnagar, Madurai-16
Phone- 0452-2600 901

Time for receipt and opening of tender on due date upto 11.00 AM & 11.3
Tender Schedule (Non refundable) - Rs. 15,750/- (including Tax). Further particulars and tender
documents can be had from the Office of the Superintending Engineer, Madurai Circle, Ellisnagar,
Madurai-16. The undersigned reserves the right to reject any or all the tender documents without
assigning any reasons therefore. The tender schedule can also be downloaded from the web site

DIPR/ 1674 /TENDER/2020

Superintending Engineer,
Madurai Circle

0 AM respectively. Cost of

New Delhi
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PASWAN
FOOD MINISTER

states have started lifting food-
grain according to their quota.

Besides, we are providing rice
at Rs 22 per kg and wheat Rs 21
per kg under the Open Market
Sale scheme. Any state can buy
grains for distribution among
people not covered under Food
Security Act. There is no require-
ment of auctioning—they can take
as much grain as they require.

Under PMGKY, there was an
announcement of providing
1kg pulses to poor families at
free of cost.Is thatavailable on
ground?

There are some problems as
far as supply of pulses are con-
cerned. We have a buffer stock of
pulses but these are un-milled.
There was a problem of milling
these pulses but now that has
been sorted out. Some states have
received supply of pulses, while
others are in the process. We will
ramp up supply of pulses in the

coming days.

Will the Centre extend
additional 5-kg foodgrain to
the poor under PMGKY
beyond 3 months?

As of now, it is up to June. We
will assess the situation after that.

Some states, including Bihar,
have failed to identify about 40
lakh beneficiaries under
NFSA-2013. Have you taken up
the matter with these states?
Yes, it's true thatabout40lakh
people, outof the total numberac-
cepted under NFSA, have notbeen
identified as beneficiaries under
this Act. I have spoken to Bihar
Deputy CM Sushil Modi and re-
quested him to take necessary
steps to complete identification of
such people. [ have also spoken
with the CM of Himachal Pradesh.
Identifying beneficiariesis the re-
sponsibility of states.

Thereis ademand for
universalisation of the Public
Distribution System. Do you
thinkits time has come?

We want to help the needy.
States can give ration to as many
people as they want; they can take
foodgrain under OMS and use
State Disaster Response Fund.

Thereis ademand that NFSA
beneficiaries’ number, which
was fixed on the basis of 2011
Census, should be revised. Will
the government take astepin
this direction?

The number of beneficiaries
under NFSA is fixed as per 2011
Census. According to the provi-
sions of this Act, the revision of the
population coverage will happen
ataninterval of 10years. The next
Census is due in 2021. So, the re-
vision of NFSA beneficiaries’ num-
ber will be done on the basis of
that.

Vegetable vendors clash
with police in Aligarh,
one constable injured

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW,NOIDA, APRIL 22

A POLICE constable was injured
when vegetable vendors al-
legedly pelted stones at a police
team trying to impose lockdown
norms in the old city area of
Aligarh on Wednesday, officers
said. The Aligarh district admin-
istration ordered closure of
Bhojpura area, which has a veg-
etable market, after the incident,
which occurred when a police
team asked vendors to close
their shops after the scheduled
time fixed by the administration.
Two coronavirus cases - the first
from the district - were reported
in Aligarh on Tuesday.

The injured constable, Junaid,
43, was admitted to the district
hospital for treatment. His con-
dition was stable, doctors said.
Six persons were detained in
connection with the incident. An
FIR was registered against 34
named and 50 unidentified per-
sons at City Kotwali police sta-
tion on several charges includ-
ing attempt to murder and

voluntarily causing hurt to deter
public servant from his duty, po-
lice said.

Later in the day, Aligarh
District Magistrate Chandra
Bhushan Singh ordered that the
market in Bhojpura area would
remain closed and added that
people should opt for Numaish
Ground for purchasing vegeta-
bles.

According to the police, on
Wednesday, they were informed
that shops at the Bhojpura mar-
ket were open even after 11 am
even as the scheduled timing
was 6 am to 10 am due to the
lockdown. A police team went to
the spot and found two veg-
etable vendors arguing over
money. When constable Junaid
intervened and asked them to
close their shop, both vegetable
vendors beat him up, police said.

Circle Officer, City, Vishal
Pandey said around 10 minutes
later, other shopkeepers reached
the spot and started pelting
stones at the police team.
Additional police force reached
the spot and used force to dis-
perse the gathering, he said.

Vegetable vendor dies
after ‘assault’ by cop

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, APRIL 22

A VEGETABLE vendor died on
Wednesday, two days after he
was allegedly assaulted by a po-
lice sub-inspector (S-I) in
Aligarh. Family members of
Luvkush alleged that he was
beaten up by a police officer on
Monday morning and suc-
cumbed toinjuries. They staged
a protest with the body outside
Jalalpur Police Chowki on
Wednesday afternoon demand-
ing action against the officer.
“We have asked the family to
give us a written complaint let-
ter, with any evidence they have
and we will take action accord-
ingly. The body has been sent for
post mortem and once the re-
port comes, we will be able to as-
certain the cause of death and
the facts of the case can be high-
lighted,” said  Aligarh

Superintendent of Police, City,
Abhishek.

“Around 9 am on Monday, a
policeman posted in Jalalpur
Police Chowki under Delhi Gate
Police station hit Luv with a stick
because he was late in clearing
his stall. He began experiencing
pain in his back and chest since
he was hit in his spinal cord. He
was treated in a government
hospital and was brought home
the following day. On
Wednesday morning his condi-
tion worsened and he died. We
demand strict action against the
policeman,” claimed a relative of
Luvkush, who hailed from Delhi
gate area.

The family members, along
with nearly 50 local residents,
blocked the lane outside the po-
lice booth for a few hours. Senior
police officers reached the spot
and persuaded the family mem-
bers to hand over the body for
post mortem.
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AT THE GRASSROOTS

AFTER HAVING interacted with people from different walks
of life during the lockdown, PM Narendra Modi will address
gram panchayats across the country on the occasion of
National Panchayati Raj Day on Friday. He will also interact
with participants through video-conferencing. According to
the Ministry of Panchayati Raj, the Prime Minister will launch
the e-GramSwaraj Portal and Mobile App on the occasion. The
Swamitva Scheme will also be launched during the event. It
will add momentum to efforts to alleviate poverty inrural ar-
eas, the PM later said in a tweet while referring to the April 24
event. “I1ook forward to this interaction,” he wrote.

capabilities”.

TESTING TIMES

CONDUCTING THE remaining board exams after the lock-
down ends is not the only worry for the CBSE. Over 1 crore
answer scripts need to be evaluated. Evaluation work was
stopped midway in March after the CBSE decided to put the
ongoing examination on hold. It needs at least one-and-a-half
months to complete the evaluation process. The CBSE is now
considering whether the answer scripts should be delivered
to examiners’ homes for evaluation.

HiGH PRAISE

MICROSOFT CO-FOUNDER Bill Gates has written to PM
Narendra Modi commending his handling of the COVID-19
crisis. He has praised Modi’s leadership and proactive meas-
ures of the government to flatten the curve, such as the na-
tionwide lockdown and identifying hotspots. Gates has also
commended the Arogya Setu app in his letter, pointing out
that the Indian government is “utilising its exceptional digital

GGREENER FUTURE

SPEAKING ON Earth Day on Wednesday, Union Minister for
Environment, Forests and Climate Change Prakash Javadekar
said that despite the pandemic, 40 environment ministers
from across the world will meet virtually to discuss
Sustainable Development Goals in the light of COVID-19. He
said that since the lockdown, we have witnessed clean rivers,
good flora and fauna, a green earth, blue skies and stars at
night, pointing towards a more sustainable lifestyle through
less pollution from cars and industries. Cautioning people not
to take a romantic view of a resurgent planet, Javadekar said
the way forward was not reverting to “village living” but attain-
ing Sustainable Development Goals.

Constitutional crisis looms
for Uddhav amid corona crisis

LIZMATHEW &
APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, APRIL22

MAHARASHTRA MAY still be
grappling with the coronavirus
crisis in May, but Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray also has a
constitutional crisis to resolve by
then.

Thackeray, who took oath on
November 28, will have to get
elected to either of the houses of
the state legislature before May
24, as Article 164(4) of the
Constitution stipulates.
However, the  Election
Commission has already post-
poned Rajya Sabha polls, byelec-
tions and civic body elections in
the wake of the pandemic.

Thereis also the legal issue of
Thackeray having to be nomi-
nated to the Legislative Council
on one of its two vacancies.
According to Section 151A of
Representation of the People Act
1951, election or nomination to
the post cannot be done if “the
remainder of the term of amem-
berinrelation toavacancyisless
than one year”. The terms of the
two vacancies in the Legislative
Council end on June 6.

Sources in the BJP — which
was accused of having a role in
Maharashtra Governor B K
Koshiyari not approving the state
cabinet’s recommendation to
nominate Thackeray as MLC
from the governor’s quota —-

Uddhav Thackeray

said the issue was just “constitu-
tional and not political”.

“The Maharashtra govern-
ment should consult constitu-
tional experts or legal luminar-
ies and seek advice toresolve the
crisis. Or it should approach the
EC for a way out. It is not a polit-
icalissue buta constitutional cri-
sis,” said a senior BJP leader.

The Maharashtra cabinet rec-
ommended Thackeray’s name to
Koshiyari for one of the vacant
posts in the Upper House after
the EC deferred elections indef-
initely. As the decision was de-
layed, Shiv Sena leader Sanjay
Raut,inaveiled attack on the BJP,
sought to know who was stop-
ping the Governor from approv-
ing the recommendation. “There
is nothing to hide about
Koshyari’s BJP affiliation. But [
would like to make one thing
clear, that Uddhav Thackeray is
going to be CM of Maharashtra
even after May 27,” Raut said.

BJP sources said the legal po-
sition was clear. The time limit

forabypoll tofill vacancies is six
months from the date of occur-
rence of vacancy. “Provided that
nothing contained in this section
shall apply if - (a) the remainder
of the term of a member in rela-
tion to avacancy is less than one
year; or (b) the Election
Commission in consultation
with the Central Government
certifies thatit s difficult to hold
the by election within the said
period,” the RP Act says.

The posts in question fell va-
cant after the resignation of for-
mer NCP leaders Ramrao
Wadkute and Rahul Narvekar,
both of whom joined the BJP in
October 2919 ahead of the
Assembly election. The governor
nominates 12 of the Council’s 78
members and the six-year term
of all the nominees ends on
June6.

While it could be argued that
the Governor’s nominationis re-
served for “persons having spe-
cial knowledge or practical ex-
perience in respect of such
matters as the following,
namely: Literature, science, art,
co-operative movement and so-
cial service” under the
Constitution, courts cannot in-
terfere with the Governor's de-
cision even when a political ap-
pointment is made.

Legal experts pointed out
that there could be an alterna-
tive solution to the COVID-in-
duced constitutional crisis. This
may be found in a political situ-

ation in Punjabin 1995. Congress
leader Tej Parkash Singh, who
was then not a member of the
Assembly, was appointed a min-
ister in September 1995. In
March 1996, before he could get
elected within six months, the
minister resigned but was sub-
sequently appointed again as
minister during the term of the
same legislature.

When the appointment was
challenged, the Punjab and
Haryana HC dismissed the plea
but the Supreme Court held that
Singh’s second appointment
“without getting elected in the
meanwhile was improper, unde-
mocratic, invalid and unconsti-
tutional”. The decision, however,
was only an academic exercise
asitcame in 2001, well after the
Assembly had completed its
term.

] Jayalalithaa also briefly re-
signed as Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister in 2001 despite winning
a huge mandate owing to legal
troubles. As she was convicted in
corruption cases, Jayalalithaa was
not allowed to contest elections
but was elected party leader and
became CM. Before her six-
monthwindow to get elected ex-
pired, the SC ruled that her ap-
pointment was unconstitutional.
Jayalalithaa resigned, appointing
O Panneerselvam as CM for five
months. However, after the
Madras High Court acquitted her,
she contested and won aby-elec-
tionin2002 and returned as CM.

Madhya Pradesh: Panels to run urban
civic bodies whose terms have expired

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL,APRIL 22

THE BJP government in Madhya
Pradesh has decided to form ad-
ministrative committees to man-
age the affairs of urban bodies
whose terms have expired and
elections have not been held.

Indoing so, it has undone the
previous Congress government’s
decision to appoint officials as
administrators.

The administrative commit-
tees will function for one year or
until elections are held,
whichever is earlier.

The Opposition Congress
called the decision unconstitu-
tional. Former CM Kamal Nath’s
media coordinator Narendra
Saluja said the party will chal-
lenge the decision in court after
studying different aspects. “How
can you replace administrators
with elected members whose
terms have expired?” asked
Congress leader Bhupendra
Gupta.

Welcoming the decision,
state BJP president V D Sharma
said, “The committees will be
able to establish better coordi-
nation between people and bod-
ies and monitor works.”

Maharashtra minister releases names of

MOHAMED THAVER
MUMBAI, APRIL 22

MAHARASHTRA HOME
Minister Anil Deshmukh on
Wednesday released the names
of 101 individuals who have
been arrested for the lynching of
three men in Palghar last week,
and reiterated that there was no
communal angle to the crime.

Deshmukh accused the op-
position in the state of indulging
in “communal politics”, and
mocked their claims as
“Mungeri Lal ke haseen sapne”
(daydreaming).

After two sadhus —
Kalpruksh Giri and Chikne
Maharaj — from an ashram in
Kandivili, Mumbai, and their
driver Nilesh Telgade were
lynched in the presence of police
in Gadchinchle village in Palghar
on April 16 night, allegations
were made on social media that
the killers were Muslim. A video
of the lynching surfaced on April

Maharashtra Home Minister
Anil Deshmukh

19 and quickly went viral.

“I'have put out the list of 101
people...not one among them is
Muslim. While the incident took
place, someone in the video said
‘oye bas, oye bas...now stop, now
stop... however, it was twisted
as... Shoaib bas (Shoaib, stop)... It
was given a communal colour
and then communal politics was
played using this,” Deshmukh
said during an interaction on
Facebook.

Over the past few days, both
the home minister and Chief

Minister Uddhav Thackeray have
said the victims belonged to the
same community as the attack-
ers. Deshmukh spoke about the
alleged misrepresentation of the
video earlier on Wednesday, too.

In the morning, the home
minister posted the names of the
101 accused on Twitter, with the
message: “The list of the 101 ar-
rested in the #Palghar incident.
Especially sharing for those who
were trying to make this a com-
munal issue.”

In another tweet, he said:
“Palghar mob lynching is a
grotesque incident which hap-
pened due to rumours on social
media about child kidnappers &
thieves prowling in the area. A
high level inquiry is going on &
meanwhile people are requested
not to fall for rumours & verify
the facts from trusted sources.”

Deshmukh also posted alink
toareportontheincident by the
fact-checking site Boomlive,
which included screenshots of
WhatsApp messages about

4 unidentified militants killed
in Shopian encounter: police

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR, APRIL 22

FOUR MILITANTS were killed in
anencounter in south Kashmir’s
Shopian district on Wednesday.
Following inputs about pres-
ence of militants, security forces
launched a cordon and search op-
eration in Melhoora area, police
said. Militants fired at the security
forces, triggering the encounter.
J&K Police said the militants
are “unidentified” and that they
will wait for DNA samples to as-
certainidentities. Thisis the sec-
ond consecutive encounter in
Shopian where the police have
maintained that the slain mili-
tants were “unidentified”.
IGPKashmir Vijay Kumar con-
firmed that four militants have
been killed in the operation. He

said police have collected DNA
samples of the four militants. “We
are conducting burial in presence
of the magistrate. So far, the fam-
ily of one of the militants has
come. We will show them (the
body).If they identify, then two to
three family members will be per-
mitted to participate in the burial.
Those who claim the bodies later,
their DNA samples will take for
further course of action,” he said.
On April 17, when two mili-
tants were killed in Shopian, po-
lice had said the militants were
notidentified. However, two fam-
ilies said the militants were their
sonsand alleged the police did not
hand over the bodies. The families
have now submitted an applica-
tion to the District Magistrate of
Baramulla, where the bodies were
buried, demanding the bodies.
On April 8, when a JeM com-

mander was killed in an en-
counter in Sopore, a large num-
ber of people gathered to attend
his funeral despite the police
saying that “legal heirs had given
in writing to adhere to social dis-
tancing when the body was
handed over to them”.

On April 4, four militants
were killed in an encounter in
Kulgam district. A “good number
of people” attended funerals of
three militants despite COVID-
19 advisory, police sources said.

“We had to register three
cases and nearly 100 people
were arrested for violating the
COVID-19 restrictions. They
were bailed out,” an officer said.
“Whatwas witnessed in the two
encounters earlier this month is
apparently a reason why hand-
ing over the bodies to the fami-
lies is being delayed.”

s ‘communal politics’

childlifters and thieves, which
were circulated in villagesin the
area before the incident.

On Wednesday, Deshmukh
said the incident had taken place
inan Adivasi area, and had been
provoked by rumours of children
being abducted. “Within eight
hours of the incident, the police
had arrested 101 people in-
volved in the lynching from
nearby forests and mountains. A
special IG is investigating, and
the matter has been transferred
to the CID,” he said.

The minister added: “..We
know we all in Maharashtra are
fighting corona... our policemen,
doctors, ASHA workers, nurses...
Itis very unfortunate that at such
atime, communal politics is be-
ing played. This is not the time to
do politics but to come together
and fight corona. However, even
inthis situation some are having
‘Mungeri Lal ke haseen sapne’... It
is unfortunate... | request every-
one to come together and help
fight corona.”

State can fix
sugarcane price
higher than
Centre, says SC

New Delhi: It was open to both the
Centre and states to fix the price of
sugarcane, but the latter cannot
decide on a price lower than the
statutory minimum price fixed by
the Centre, the Supreme Court
ruled Wednesday.

“Byvirtue of Entries 33 and 34
List Il of seventh Schedule, both
the Central Government as well
asthe State Government have the
power to fix the price of sugar-
cane. The Central Government
having exercised the power and
fixed the ‘minimum price’, the
state government cannot fix the
“minimum price” of sugarcane...
Atthe same time, itisalways open
for the State Government tofix the
‘advised price’,always higher than
the “minimum price...,” a five-
judge Constitution bench headed
by Justice Arun Mishra said. ENS

Bhopal: Aday after he inducted
five ministers in his cabinet,
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister  Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Wednesday allo-
cated portfolios. Health and
Home were allocated to sen-
ior BJP leader Narottam
Mishra, while Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare went to BJP
MLA Kamal Patel.
Jyotiraditya Scindia loyal-
ists Tulsiram Silawat and
Govind Rajput were given

Chouhan allocates portfolios

charge of Water Resources and
Cooperatives portfolios, re-
spectively.

Silawat held the Health
portfolio in the Kamal Nath
government while Rajput was
Revenue and Transport minis-
ter. Both had resigned as MLAs
and will have to win elections
to validate their stay in office.
Tribal Development
Department was allocated to
Meena Singh, a tribal leader
from Vindhya region. ENS

Rs 15,000-crore
COVID package
gets Cabinet nod

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 22

THE RS 15,000-crore COVID-19
emergency package announced
by the government on April 9 got
the Cabinet nod on Wednesday.

Under the India COVID-19
Emergency Response and
Health System Preparedness
Package, the funds will be
utilised in three phases with
Rs 7,774 crore, sanctioned for im-
mediate COVID-19 emergency
response. The remaining funds
will be utilised for support over
the next one to four years “to be
provided under mission mode
approach”, the government said.

The package is aimed at slow-
ing and containing the spread of
coronavirus in the country by de-
veloping diagnostics and COVID-
dedicated treatment facilities. It
will also be used for centralised
procurement of essential medical
equipment and drugs needed to
treat patients. The fund will be
used to prop up “resilient national
and state health systems to sup-
port preventionand preparedness
for future disease outbreaks, set-
ting up of laboratories and bolster
surveillance activities, bio-secu-
rity preparedness, pandemic re-
search and proactively engage
communities and conduct risk
communication activities”, the
government said in a statement
onWednesday.

Union minister Prakash
Javadekar announces the
cabinet’s decisions. Anil Sharma

In the first phase, the Union
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare with the support of all
the other line ministries has un-
dertaken several activities in-
cluding expanding diagnostics
laboratories network and in-
creasing testing capacity. The
government said that “leverag-
ing on the existing multi-disease
testing platforms under National
TB Elimination Programme, or-
ders for procurement of 13 lakhs
diagnostic kits have been placed
toaugment COVID 19 testing”.

A majority share of the pack-
age, apart from the mentioned ac-
tivities, will also go towards
“strengthening pandemic re-
search and multi-sector national
institutions and platforms for
One-Health, community engage-
ment and risk communications
and implementation, manage-
ment, capacity building, monitor-
ing and evaluation component”.

2 brothers killed in mob
violence in Assam

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, APRIL22

TWO BROTHERS with criminal
records, who were recently re-
leased from jail owing to a
Supreme Court directive to de-
congest prisons due to the
COVID-19 outbreak, were killed
in mob violence in Assam’s
Baksa district on Wednesday,
police said.

Thube Prateek Vijay Kumar,
SP of Baksa, told The Indian
Express that Biswajit Das (24)
and Haradhan Das (35), resi-
dents of Athiabari village under
Gobardhana police station of the

district, were killed Wednesday
morning. Two persons were ar-
rested, and police are on the hunt
for others even as most people
in the village have gone into hid-
ing, he added.

“We are trying to ascertain
what transpired between the vil-
lagers and the men. Amob of vil-
lagers attacked their house and
killed the two persons. People in
the village really disliked them,”
a police officer said.

Residents of neighbouring
areas told The Indian Express that
the brothers had earned the ire
of villagers because of extortion,
threats and accusations of
kidnapping.

FIR against Arnab Goswami over ‘derogatory’
remarks against Sonia, ‘divisive’ comments

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAIPUR, NEW DELHI, APRIL 22

THE CHHATTISGARH unit of the
Congress on Wednesday lodged
aformal complaint against Arnab
Goswami, editor-in-chief and
founder of Republic TV channel,
and accused him of “deliberately
making inflammatory state-
ments” and using derogatory
language against Congress pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi in his show.

As oflate evening, Raipur po-
lice were in the process of regis-
tering an FIR, officials said.

In Maharashtra, state Youth
Congress (YC) president Satyajeet
Tambe said he had filed a com-
plaint against Goswami in Sanga-
mner and instructed YC workers
to file complaints in all districts.
In Nagpur, state Power Minister
Nitin Raut’s son Kunal, a YC office-
bearer, filed a similar complaint.

Maharashtra’s MoS (Home)
Satej Patil said the state govern-
ment is weighing legal options

against Goswami for allegedly in-
citing communal hatred in the
Palghar lynching case, as also de-
faming Sonia Gandhi.

InRaipur, Chhattisgarh Heal-
th Minister T S Singh Deo and
state Congress president Mohan
Markam approached the police
with a formal complaint letter
against Goswami. The letter
stated, “His statements are divisi-
ve on the basis of religion. He
made defamatory comments on
the Congress national president,
proof of which is available on
YouTube.”

Singh Deo later tweeted: “I
have just filed a complaint
against... Arnab Goswami in
Raipur for deliberately making
inflammatory statements on his
channel to invoke hatred...”

Asenior Raipur police officer
said, “We have received the com-
plaint and are in the process of
registering the FIR under Sections
153 (a) (promoting enmity on
grounds of religion, race, etc), 295
(a)(deliberate and malicious acts,

intended to outrage religious
feelings) and 505 (statements
conducing to public mischief).
We are starting investigation.”

Congress communications
in-charge Randeep Surjewala
tweeted a clip of Goswami’s pur-
ported comments on Sonia on
his show.

In the clip tweeted by Surje-
wala, Goswami ostensibly says:
“Aapki party aur aapke party ke
Rome se aaye hue Italy waali Sonia
Gandhi chup nahin rahti. Aaj woh
chup hain, man hi man main mu-
jhe lagta hai woh khush hai..woh
khush hai ki santon ko sadkon pe
maara gaya, jahan pe unki sarkar
hai. Report bhejegi woh, woh Italy
main report bhejegimain bol raha
hoon.dekhiye jahan pe maine ek
sarkar bana li, wahan pe Hindu
santon ko main marwa rahi hun.
Aur wahan se wah-wahi
milegi.wah beta, wah..bohot acha
kiya Sonia Gandhi Antonio maino.”

Goswami did not respond to
a message sent to him late on
Wednesday evening seeking his

comment on the FIR. However,
Goswami, who hosts the flagship
prime-time debate on his chann-
el, began the show addressing
the action by some Congress
leaders.

Thanking those who stood by
him “ever since Sonia Gandhi
threw a tantrum telling her few
remaining chief ministers that
she wants me immediately ar-
rested”, Goswami said, “I have no
hesitation in saying to Sonia
Gandhi, come arrest me”.

Addressing the Congress
chief, he said, “Nobody is scared
of you or your family any more”.
He said the “thousand FIRs you
are filing across India” showed
her “nervousness”. He called
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh chief
ministers as Sonia’s “puppets”,
who, he said, have been asked by
the Congress chief to arrest him.

OnTwitter, the top five trends
on Wednesday evening were ei-
ther in support of Goswami or
asking for his arrest.

With inputs from Mumbai
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DEPARTMENT OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT
GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI lind FLOOR, KASHMEERI GATE, DELHI-06

(Women Empowerment Cell)

F. 60(748)/DWCD/WEC/Misc. Matter/2018-19

PUBLIC NOTICE

Any aggrieved woman who feels threatened or is facing any kind of violence or has been in a domestic relationship with
an adult male person can seek relief through various mechanisms of the Department of Women and Child Development,

1. Implementation of the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005
Protection Officers have been appointed to assist the Mahila Courts for better & effective protection of the rights of women
suffering from domestic violence.
2. 181- Women in Distress Helpline- {24x7} and 9350-181-181 Whatsapp Helpline {24x7}
She can call toll free Helpline Number or send a message on Whatsapp Helpline operated by the Delhi Commission for

3. Institutional Services- {24x7}

...... any woman who is found to be in difficult circumstances, destitute woman or women in need of care & protection, can
get shelter in Govt, and NGO run Women Homes/ Shelter Homes, some of them exclusively meant for destitute pregnant
& lactating women. List is available on the department's website www.wcddel.in

4. Sakhi- One stop Centre Scheme- {24x7}

...... any aggrieved woman can also approach Sakhi Centre set up in each Distt. of NCT of Delhi which provides support &
assistance to women affected by violence with a range of integrated services under one roof i.e. psycho-social counselling,
legal assistance, police facilitation, medical care and temporary shelter. List is available on the department's website

A woman in distress can avail the facilities mentioned above either through 181WHL, Police, Social Worker or on her own.
Please visit this department's website www.wcddel.in for related informations.

Dated:22.04.2020

Sd/
Director, WCD

New Delhi
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

THE WAY FORWARD

Despite fiscal concerns, more government support is needed
to mitigate economic fallout. Centre must spell out a strategy

TIS DIFFICULT at this stage to accurately assess the cost of the disruption in eco-

nomic activities due to the lockdown, but it will be severe. As reported in this pa-

per, according to some estimates, the 33-day lockdown in this financial year, April

1 to May 3, which essentially translates to a loss of 23 full working days, will lead
to an economic contraction this financial year. To be sure, the government has relaxed
the lockdown restrictions on some activities post April 20. But a pick up in these seg-
ments is likely to be muted, driven in part by disruptions in supply chains, labour and lo-
gistical issues and the fall in end-consumer demand. Even after the lockdown is fully
lifted, economic activities are unlikely to return to normal in the near term. The impact
of job and income losses, especially those in the informal sector, consumer behaviour —
discretionary spending may take a hit — risk aversion by firms and banks, and continu-
ation of social distancing norms, among others, will determine how economic activity
shapes up after the lockdown. Much will also depend on the depth and breadth of the
policy response.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has undertaken a series of measures aimed at easing
the economic and financial fallout. However, the central government’s response, so far,
has been limited — India has one of the strictest lockdowns in the world with one of the
thinnest covers of social protection. The first government package aimed at ensuring a
steady supply of food grains and easing of cash woes of vulnerable sections. But with in-
vestment activity and exports expected to remain depressed, and the economy likely to
be largely reliant on government spending and restricted household consumption, more
fiscal support is needed.

There are fiscal concerns. The combination of a sharp slowdown in growth and govern-
ment tax revenues will itself push up the fiscal deficit beyond what has been pegged to
maintain current levels of spending. Add to this the requirement to support the economy
and the deficit will widen further. The severity of the slowdown necessitates more govern-
ment support. In fact, government spending may well have to be front-loaded. Sectors
which have been hit the hardest such as MSMEs, airlines, hotels, exports will have to be pro-
vided relief. Failure to do so will result in job losses, and a rise in bankruptcies, throttling
the financial system, making even a gradual recovery more difficult. The Centre may want
to keep the power dry for the “unknowns” that may yet arise, and may favour opting for
several rounds of measures, calibrating its response as the situation unfolds. But it is also
necessary for it to spell out a broad strategy on how it intends to support the economy.

I’AY THE PIPER

Regulators in Australia and France show the way: Dominant
digital platforms should not freeload on media content

IGITAL PLATFORMS COULD be pushed off the catbird seat if regulatory

moves afoot in Australia and France find resonance in other countries. For

over a decade, they have leveraged news provided by the media to drive

traffic to their search engines and social hubs, and simultaneously lever-
aged their dominance to avoid paying for the content. They have argued that they send
back clicks to the media, which can be monetised, but the inequality is stark. Australian
treasurer Josh Frydenberg reports that almost half of the online ad spend in his country
goes to Google, about a quarter to Facebook and the rest to all publishers combined. The
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) had sought a voluntary code
to ensure more equity, but the conversation languished, and then the devastating effect
of the coronavirus pandemic on ad revenues of the press lent a sense of urgency. Now, the
ACCCwill submit a draft mandatory code to legislators by July, forcing platforms to share
ad revenue, pay for original content, and give publishers access to user data, ranking al-
gorithms and policies for displaying news.

Earlier this month, France became the first nation to invoke an EU copyright reform
requiring payment for news snippets reproduced from local publishers, but Google retal-
iated by threatening to withdraw news services from France. The competition watchdog,
which believes that this constitutes misuse of market dominance, has forced it to negoti-
ate with news providers while it investigates further. In 2014, Google had made good a
similar threat against Spain, and does not offer its news product in Spain even now.

While the financial crisis in media has brought matters to a head, saving the press is
not the principal concern, since the Australian government has already extended sup-
port. This is about market morality, and the objective is to erase an old inequality which
has allowed platforms to transform themselves into trillion-dollar companies, literally at
the expense of the media, whose content drives traffic to them. Generators of news and
creators of opinion should be paid for their pains not because they have an absolute right
to life, but because if they died, platforms would fall back on content generated on social
media by individuals, interest groups and communities, and the problem of fake news
would be amplified. While moves to make platforms pay for news are obviously about
market morality, they are finally about the health of societies.

OIL SPILL

Oil price crash may wreak economic havoc. But there
are ways of making the best of a bad time

IDAS, KING OF Phrygia, the tale from ancient Greece goes, turned every-

thing he touched into gold. This was no blessing, since Midas starved to

death — you can't eat a medium of exchange. And a store of abstract

value is of little use in meeting basic biological needs. Till recently, the
parable was widely thought to be a cautionary tale about greed and chasing wealth. Turns
out, it might have been a prophetic allegory about the coronavirus pandemic, or even the
need for a balanced economic diet.

The price of (crude) oil — “black gold”, people unoriginally call it — has dropped to be-
low -$40/barrel on Monday in the US. And the price of Brent crude, the international oil
benchmark, traded below $20/barrel on Tuesday, approximately two-thirds lower than
it was in January before the outbreak of COVID-19. In the US, producers are paying con-
sumers to take the slick off their hands. Oil isn’t worth the barrel it comes in. This is, of
course, an economic disruption, an over-supply problem that could wreak Midas-level
havoc on the economy. But, till that happens, for those who can, there are ways to make
the best of a bad deal.

Companies and nations with the deep pockets and reservoirs of hope that the “fun-
damentals of the global economy are strong” could simply get paid to take care of the
surplus.Imagine, if you will, the electoral success for the government that hands out free
fuel ahead of the first post-corona poll. For individuals, too, hoarding is an option. The
downside is that a favourite topic of small talk may be denied to people, who, stuck at
home already, have little of interest to report on awkward video chats with long-lost
friends. There’s no more discussing how expensive petrol has become. But perhaps the
money they are saving thanks to a crash in fuel prices could be used to douse the many
sorrows of isolation, and invest in a conversational lubricant. It's now cheaper to buy a beer.

Going back to a new school

Post-pandemic, a shift in mindset will be
needed — to teach and learn

AMEETA MuLLA WATTAL

“NO MORE PENCILS no more books/ No more
teacher’s dirty looks/ Out for summer/ Out
till fall/ We might not come back at all/
School’s out forever.../ School’s out with fever”.

It seems these lyrics of Alice Cooper have
come back to haunt us.

Since the middle of March, millions of stu-
dents have been out of school, because of the
COVID-19 lockdown. This has also affected
more than one lakh students, who could not
complete their Class 12 board examinations.

Today, even after a month of announce-
ments and extensions, it is difficult to predict
when schools will restart. Schooling is sup-
posed to look after the emotional, social and
behavioural health of children, which is dia-
metrically opposite to social distancing.

Presently, teachers are trying to engage
with online teaching and learning. The tech-
nology may vary across schools and states but
as educators, we have to look at the implica-
tions of these new learning processes for our
learners.

From live TV broadcasting of academic
subjects, video interactions, online theatre,
to working with special needs learners, it is
allabout embracing learning “anywhere any-
time”. It is apparent that technological eval-
uation systems, touchscreen paper correc-
tions, digital books and smart boards have
become the new reality.

Going forward, in the new post-pandemic
environment, what will be required is a huge
shiftin mindset — both social and emotional.
Anew approachis needed to teach in this al-
tered online paradigm.

Unfortunately, as far as the education of
the rural poor students is concerned, they in-
habit the bottom of a digital abyss.
Governments will have to think very seriously
about allocating more money in the budget
for technical education in schools.

However, wherever students have been
involved with online learning, their responses
have been very good — this has strengthened
the resolve of teachers across the country,and
has inspired them to work harder.

But the role of the teacher has not been
fully understood during this crisis. Teachers
are as important as health workers because
they are looking after the mental, emotional
and social health of children at home.
Althoughitis too early to judge how the learn-
ing trajectory will be affected by online teach-

If school opens in July or
even later, 3,000 children
cannot simply come back. A
post-pandemic school plan is
essential and has to be
prepared. With a staggered
opening, the government
and school leaders will have
to think of novel methods by
which children can be
assimilated back into the
school setting. And this has
to belooked at bearing in
mind the normal school
calendar. Perhaps the new
education policy needs to be
revisited quickly and
recalibrated.

ing, itis very clear that future transformations
will ensure that classroom transactions are
complemented with novel technological
tools. The new challenge is, how to keep thou-
sands of children out of school if their parents
are allowed to return to their work spaces —
evenifinastaggered manner. And, whenever
this happens, who assumes responsibility for
achild’s safety and learning at home?

Within this new school/learning para-
digm, it will have to be seen how best to en-
gage the children not only in education but
in socialising with their peers, creating safe
zones to play,and, how to also provide meals
and support families which are working. In
India, home-learning on a large scale will be
achallenge, essentially because of non-avail-
ability of equipment and network-connec-
tivity issues, and the fact that parents may not
be in a position to facilitate home-learning.

We need to ensure that teachers come
back to work so that hands-on training can
happen — since many of them may not be
technologically adept. For many teachers,
their entire world has changed: From tradi-
tional teaching tools to juggling with gadgets
and software, they are relying only on their
personal understanding.

If school opensin July or even later, 3,000
children cannot simply come back. A post-
pandemic school plan is essential and has to
be prepared. With a staggered opening, the
government and school leaders will have to
think of novel methods by which children can
be assimilated back into the school setting.
And this has to be looked at bearing in mind
the normal school calendar. Perhaps the new
education policy needs to be revisited quickly
and recalibrated.

Some practical things that can be done
are: Cleaning and sanitising the classrooms
and areas where children converge regularly;
increasing the medical staff and counsellors
in schools; planning a new school calendar
where any event with large gatherings of stu-
dents/parents is avoided, that is, sports days,
annual days and parent teacher meetings.
There can be cancellation of excursions and
inter-school events within and outside the
city; reworking of school timings and putting
in place of student attendance on a rota ba-
sis. School walls could have colourful, picto-
rial depictions and slogans that sensitise stu-
dents on basic cleanliness and hygiene such

as washing hands, and social distancing — al-
though too many displays of pandemic visu-
als should be avoided as it creates anxiety in
the minds of children. We need to ensure the
building of a strong parent-school partner-
ship, if social distancing has to be understood
and implemented; conduct periodic work-
shops by psychologists, medical practition-
ers and counsellors to help sensitise the stu-
dents, enabling them to understand the
situation.

When students return to school, they will
be the least prepared for any form of tradi-
tional testing — all such testing measures
should be put on hold at all levels and there
should be more emphasis on instruction and
emotional development. Particularly, the stu-
dents in pre-primary and primary — in the
age group of three to 10 — will find it very dif-
ficult to get into aroutine because they would
have been out of school for over six months.
At the primary level, when children return,
they should be allowed to have their own
learning options — creating personalised
portfolios and project-based learning is im-
portant.

This will enable the children to find a
sense of academic freedom, which they
would have missed in the restricted confines
of their homes. As far as senior students are
concerned, we have already lost 2020 and this
situation may stretch to 2021, as far as regu-
lar school learning is concerned. Hence, it is
imperative that when dealing with senior
students, we should help them understand
the importance of resilience and mental
strength in order to face climatic change, dis-
ease, natural and man-made disasters and
even rapid technological changes.

The pandemic has truly reiterated the
much clichéd skills of the 21st century: Dec-
ision making, problem solving, ability toinno-
vate and, most importantly, adaptability.

These are extraordinary times, and we
need extraordinary measures. The states and
boards will have to, perhaps, look beyond tra-
ditional board examinations not only for the
current year, but also for 2021. There is no
doubt that returning to school after this pan-
demic will truly be a disruptive learning ex-
ercise atall levels.

The writer is principal, Springdales School,
Pusa Road, New Delhi
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AMBEDKAR, IN OUR CRISIS

Even amid pandemic, caste atrocities continue. Representation is key

GURU PRAKASH

ASTHE COUNTRY faces the coronavirus crisis,
there are conversations about the new post-
pandemic social order and the circumstances
that would shape it. Only a few days ago, we
remembered B R Ambedkar on his 129th
birth anniversary. Today, it is apt to look again
at the dominant social order and the institu-
tions of power, patronage, property and pres-
tige that it has created.

Itis sad to see news of caste-related atroc-
ities even during the current crisis, when the
society is expected to show social solidarity.
The news of a Dalit couple being beaten mer-
cilessly went viral recently. They were as-
saulted because they refused to sell the land
that was rightfully theirs. A video was made
of the incident, with caste-related slurs
hurled on the couple. Making such a video
and spreading hatred requires audacious bel-
ligerence on the part of the oppressor. This
is the result of a social process, and political
intervention alone cannot address this pre-
vailing sentiment.

Social distancing was suggested as one of
the precautionary steps to contain the virus.
However, in a society like ours, where tradi-
tional social prejudices and hierarchies are
deeply embedded, discriminatory practices
can masquerade as social distancing.
Thankfully, voices emerged from the de-
pressed classes from all over the world and

There is an urgent need to
get over the phenomenon of
‘behalfism’. No one is
entitled to speak on
someone else’s behalf. For
effective representation,
having a voiceis a
prerequisite. For many years,
the cause of the subaltern
communities was under the
custodianship of the upper-
class elite.

the WHO has had to finally replace the phrase
“social distancing” with “physical distancing”.

This is an opportune moment for schol-
ars, thinkers and activists from the Dalit com-
munity to brainstorm on a roadmap for the
emerging Dalit narrative. Raising difficult
questions is the need of the hour. Ambedkar
himself has not become a subject of intellec-
tual inquisitiveness. Restricting his colossal
personality merely to a maker of the
Constitution or as a leader of the depressed
community is a massive dent to his legacy.
His scholarship and deeply meaningful inter-
ventions in gender studies, anthropology and
economics must also be studied and pursued
dispassionately. Policymakers and intellec-
tuals from the Dalit community and beyond
must together evolve a mechanism to under-
take robust research and produce scholar-
ships on the relatively unexplored dimen-
sions of Ambedkar’s thought.

On the political front as well, April 14
(Ambedkar’s birth anniversary) and
December 6 (his death anniversary) must be
occasions for more than rhetorical symbol-
ism. The so-called AmbedKarite politics is los-
ing its sheen and traction among the subal-
tern masses. Parties with a focus on
individuals and families like the BSP and LJP
have no meaningful contribution left to make.

The future of Dalit assertion needs to be

primarily focused on representation — real-
time representation at key decision-making
positions, which has not happened despite
making affirmative action a constitutional
commitment. Justice CS Karnan, a Dalitjudge,
was reprimanded by the court, after he made
accusations of caste discrimination and cor-
ruption against fellow judges. On the other
hand, no questions were raised when a group
of Supreme Court judges came out and held
a press conference against the prevailing
processes in the apex court. It is the social cap-
ital of the upper caste, under the modern eu-
phemism of a “network”, that acts as a safety
netemerging from caste-based camaraderie.
The mainstream media has the same story. It
is next to impossible to locate a subaltern
voice in the fourth pillar.

Thereis an urgent need to get over the phe-
nomenon of “behalfism”. No oneis entitled to
speak on someone else’s behalf. For effective
representation, having a voice is a prerequi-
site. For many years, the cause of the subal-
tern communities was under the custodian-
ship of the upper-class elite. Let us resolve, in
the month of Ambedkar’s birth anniversary,
to ensure social diversity at our workplaces.

The writer is assistant professor at Patna
University and visiting fellow at the
India Foundation
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MASS PICKETING BEGINS
WHILE OFFICIALWORK and banking opera-
tions were paralysed as the five-day picket-
ing of government offices began in Assam,
thousands of people thronged the streets in
Gauhati to continue their protest against the
“repressive measures” taken by the govern-
ment last Saturday. An official spokesman
said hundreds of picketers had been arrested
but there were no reports of any untoward
incident from anywhere in the state. The call
for picketing had been given by the All-
Assam Students’ Union and the All-Assam
Gana Sangram Parishad on April 18 following
the failure of negotiations on the issue of for-
eign nationals in the state.

BJP ON Assam

THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE of the Bharatiya
Janata Party demanded that the army be
withdrawn forthwith from Assam and all re-
pressive measures be revoked. The four-page
political resolution adopted by the national
executive at its first meeting strongly criti-
cised the Congress (I) government’s “unde-
mocratic” functioning and said that the “so
lution to the (Assam) problem should be
sought by negotiation and persuasion and
not by coercion or repression”. “The notori-
ous extra-constitutional sources of power
are again in evidence and their operations
are even more unashamedly overt. The
Prime Minister’s son addressing meetings of

New Delhi

high police officials and extending assur-
ances to them as if he is the government in
power is only one instance,” the resolution
said.

IRAN SANCTIONS

COMMON MARKET FOREIGN ministers
meeting in Luxembourg have decided to take
strong diplomatic and economic measures
against Iran but are still unsure of the
timetable for implementing them, sources
said. The measures include economic
sanctions against Iran if a series of lesser
diplomatic moves fail to influence Iranian
authorities to release American hostages at
the US embassy in Teheran.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Estranging potential partners and sowing seeds of distrust with
unsubstantiated allegations is a distraction that will not only cost lives but

also add to the world’s economic woes.

— CHINADAILY

An unexpected turning poin

Postlockdown, India’s economy should not lapse into ‘permit raj’. At this crossroads,
missteps can change nation’s trajectory for decades to come

A
KAUSHIK BASU

IT IS EARLY to speculate what the world will
look like when we emerge from the COVID-
19 tunnel. As yet, we cannot see the light at
the end of the tunnel. We do not know
whether a suitable vaccine will be found that
will allow us to work and live alongside
COVID with little fear — as we do now with
influenza — or if no reliable vaccine will be
discovered for some years and we will be in
the shadow of COVID-19, practising social
distancing, conducting frequent tests to make
sure we do not have the virus while contin-
uing with our lives and livelihood.

The jury is out on the mysterious ways
of COVID-19 and also on the right economic
response to it. We know from the history
of world wars and pandemics that such ca-
tastrophes can turn the trajectories of na-
tions upside down, converting winners into
losers, and vice-versa. Yet, despite the un-
certainty, it is important to think about fu-
ture scenarios and try to do the best we can
to make sure that the world economy and
its constituent nations do well, and people
do not suffer unnecessarily. We are begin-
ning to see the early contours of how na-
tional economies are doing and we
can make some deductions based on these.
This, if ever, is the time for people to
put aside their differences and work
together to confront the challenge faced
by humanity.

One critical problem is striking the right
balance between curbing the spread of the
virus and keeping the economy functioning.
We cannot have the poor, the labourers and
the migrants bear the brunt of the effort to
contain the spread of the virus, and nor do
we want to weaken the foundations of the
economy so much that we emerge from the
pandemic onto an economic wasteland. The
choice between lives and economy is also a
choice between lives and lives.

India’s effort to curb the spread of the
virus has received appreciation — not just the
state of Kerala, which has got accolades from
around the world, but the country asawhole.
The incidence of COVID-19 remains low in
India. Of every 10 million people, there are as
yet five lives lost in India. This is vastly lower,
not just compared to Belgium, which tops the
list with 5,180 fatalities for every 10 million
people, but many other nations, such as the
United States with 1,370 fatalities, Spain with
4,550, Italy with 4,080 and the UK with 2,550
fatalities.

To be fair, the low fatality, per 10 million
population, is not specific to just India. We
have comparably low figures currently in al-
most all African and South Asian nations.
Thus, it is seven for Bangladesh, three for Sri
Lanka, nine for Pakistan, two for Tanzania,
one for Nigeria, and 0.3 for Ethiopia. No one
fully understands these huge differences be-
tween Europe and North America, on the one
hand, and Africa and South Asia, on the other.
This cannot be because these nations are
more isolated. Bangladeshis are among the
most globally scattered people and Ethiopia
has huge interactions with China, but the fa-
tality rates are low in both countries. Why is
this so?

The short answer is we do not know. But,
nevertheless, we have to take all reasonable
precautions to keep the virus contained. It is
important to realise that the risk cannot be
cut to zero — nothing in life is a zero-risk ac-
tivity. To defeat the virus, the aim has tobe to
keep the “reproduction number”, or R-0,

down to less than one — R-0 refers to the
number of people, on average, who get in-
fected by each infected person. When R-0
reaches less than one in any given region,
such as is the case in Kerala, we know that
the incidence of the disease is winding down
in that region.

The economic policy challenge is about
how to come out of the lockdown. This has
to be done carefully, but quickly. A study by
researchers at the University of Oxford, of the
stringency of lockdowns in 73 countries,
places India right on top. For a short while,
thisis worth it, and also impressive for a pop-
ulous nation like India. But the top rank on
the stringency index is not something any
country will want to occupy for long. That
will have a devastating effect on the poorand
damage the nation’s long-run economic
prospects.

There are studies showing that India’s un-
employment rate is now at 24 per cent, an
all-time high. March also saw the biggest out-
flow of capital from the nation ever recorded
in one month — roughly $15 billion left the
nation. This also happens to be the largest
capital outflow from any emerging economy
in March. Clearly global players are reacting
to the fact that the economy is not function-
ing. This has weakened the Indian rupee,
which is now at an all-time low. Some of
these problems are inevitable in this
dystopian world; we can deal with these
problems for a short while. But if these trends
persist, India would end up ceding space to

There are studies showing
that India’s unemployment
rate is now at 24 per cent, an
all-time high. March also saw
the biggest outflow of capital
from the nation ever
recorded in one month —
roughly $15 billion left the
nation. This also happens to
be the largest capital outflow
from any emerging economy
in March. Clearly global
players are reacting to the
fact that the economy is not
functioning. This has
weakened the Indian rupee,
which is now at an all-time
low.

CR Sasikumar

other nations in global trade, exports and
business, and the suffering will be huge on
the working classes.

Once this phase of the lockdown ends on
May 3, we will have to start opening busi-
nesses, allowing the private sector, especially
the informal enterprises and small firms, to
operate. There will have to be rules of behav-
iourin place, such as social distancing, masks,
hand-washing, but we have to begin to facil-
itate poor labourers to reach their place of
work, and our farms and factories to func-
tion. Also, we have to encourage the rules of
behaviour to continue by “participation” and
not by bureaucratic “permission”. India has
a long history of the “permit raj”, where all
businesses were beholden to the bureau-
cracy for what they did. This had a tendency
to strangle all but a few big firms and had
held up the nation’s economic growth for
long. We have to guard against the risk of
sliding back to these old habits — lapsing into
these habits can bring an end to India’s
growth story.

India, and for that matter, all emerging
nations, stand at a crossroads. Important
missteps, at this unexpected turning point
of the world, will not be like the normal mis-
takes we make and correct. Missteps now
can change the course of the nation’s trajec-
tory for decades to come.

The writer is C Marks Professor at Cornell
University and former Chief Economist and
Senior Vice President, World Bank

The test of a nation

India — its people and its leadership — is rising to the challenge of the moment

RAMESH POKHRIYAL NISHANK

THE ULTIMATE test of a person’s character is
not where they stand in times of comfort but
how they respond to adversity. The challenge
posed by COVID-19 could test the leadership
qualities of people on a variety of fronts, rang-
ing from the personal to the organisational.

In India, the entire government machin-
ery has risen to the occasion — it stands tall
inthe collective fight against the virus, which
has brought even global superpowers to their
knees. The country has demonstrated re-
markable resolve under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. In this time
of crisis, the prime minister has had the un-
flinching support of 130-crore Indians. Itis a
testimony to the PM’s leadership skills that a
country with so much diversity, and a fed-
eral structure of governance, has put up a
united front against the pandemic. We have
shown the world what “India first” means.

[ recall the image of PM Modi - a leader
who had received an overwhelming politi-
cal mandate less than a year ago — appeal-
ing on national TV to the 130-crore people
of India and pleading with them with folded
hands to comply with social distancing
norms and the proactive measures taken by

the government to tackle the pandemic. This
shows his strength of character, concern for
the people of the country and faith in the na-
tion’s abilities. It takes a far-sighted leader to
anticipate the onslaught of the pandemic
and announce measures such as the “janata
curfew”, enforce a timely lockdown, and un-
dertake capacity building exercises to meet
the challenges posed by the pandemic.

As the prime minister of the world’s
largest democracy, Modi has gone an extra
mile to help other nations. Brazil's President
Jair Bolsonaro has conveyed his gratitude to
PM Modi. Earlier, he had requested India for
the drug, hydroxychloroquine, by invoking
the Ramayana legend of Lord Hanuman
bringing sanjeevani to Lakshman. The prime
minister’s outreach across continents gives
weight to the arguments that India has a cru-
cial role in the changing global order.

The unequivocal compliance of the peo-
ple to the prime minister’s clarion call to ob-
serve the lockdown is a testament to his ac-
ceptability across the political, social and
religious spectrum. His credo of “nation first”
has brought a diverse range of people under
one umbrella, which, in turn, has strength-

ened PM Modi’s resolve to fight the pan-
demic. He has always given pre-eminence to
the safety, health and welfare of the people of
the country. All the states have followed the
directives and advisories of the Centre inlet-
ter and spirit. Never in its history has India
witnessed such a high degree of cooperative
federalism. Moreover, after an appeal by
Modi, people from all sections of society have
made valuable contributions to the PM Cares
Fund. It is indeed a humbling experience to
see young and aspiring sportspersons auc-
tion their medals and trophies to contribute
to this fight. Old men and women have do-
nated their lifetime savings.

The crisis has also taught us some impor-
tant lessons. The real heroes today are the
corona warriors who are fighting to ensure
that we stay safe, healthy and be with our
families. The administrative machinery atall
levels and police, health officials and social
workers have been on their toes to ensure
that we are safe and comfortable. Let us not
forget to convey our gratitude to these he-
roes who work in unsafe environments.

I should also mention that as a Union
minister, I closely monitored 20 districts in

Rajasthan which also included Bhilwara, one
of the worst-hit districts. During my daily in-
teractions with the district administration
and the other officials deployed to combat
the pandemic, I found them one step ahead
of the crisis in their planning and execution.
The data shows that containing the outbreak
was a herculean exercise. Around 3,900 sur-
vey teams were constituted, which surveyed
4.5-1akh houses, screened 23-lakh people,
isolated 18,000 people and tested them ina
span of just three weeks.

This could happen because everyone be-
lieved that fighting the pandemic is our na-
tional duty. There have been some ugly inci-
dents as well. They are unfortunate and
undesirable. We must take it as a challenge
and support the administration and
strengthen the PM in tackling this challenge.
The pain and concern in his words and eyes
are palpable. We must empathise with his
sentiments and regard it our national duty
rise to the occasion. Everything we do today
will be seen from the prism of “nation first”.

The writer is Union minister of Human
Resource Development

What we can do
for the city

From using technology to track COVID-19 cases to
setting up community kitchens, battle against
pandemic haskindled innovation, ways to connect

| ]

KUNAL KUMAR AND
O P AGARWAL

COVID-19, A new disease of the coronavirus
family, has engulfed almost the entire
world. Developed countries such as the US,
Spain, Italy, France and Germany seem to
have suffered the most. India has managed
to keep the number of those infected rela-
tively low, despite its high population den-
sity. The government has had to make
some hard choices. Saving lives and reduc-
ing human casualties was the govern-
ment’s first priority when it imposed the
21-day lockdown — this was extended by
18 days. An unfortunate fallout of this di-
rective was the sudden loss of income for
daily wagers, informal sector workers and
those employed in the gig economy. The
lockdown made things difficult for migrant
workers and many of them were forced to
start a long walk back home.

During unprecedented crises, such as
the one we face today, administrations
across the world take time to organise
themselves and initiate relief operations.
InIndia, the first task of the administration
was to manage the healthcare system. It
took time to stabilise the labour force by
make provision for food and shelter. At the
same time, the battle against the pandemic
has kindled our desire to innovate, learn
and find ways to connect and support one
another during times of social distancing.
We have put technology to great use to
achieve this, by rapidly setting up data-
based monitoring platforms to manage and
contain the spread of the virus, to help each
other meet immediate needs and cater to
our emotional wellbeing, and support the
underprivileged financially. Communities,
civil society and corporates have come for-
ward to partner the government in render-
ing public services. Some of these initia-
tives have the potential for wider
deployment.

Among these initiatives is the Surat
Municipal Corporation’s COVID-19 Tracker
App, which helps monitor people under
home-quarantine and tracks the health sta-
tus of those with a recent history of foreign
travel. From a hands-on control room, the
city maintains a database and tracks more
than 8,500 individuals using this applica-
tion. In Bengaluru, the Brihan Bengaluru
Mahanagar Pallike developed a
Coronavirus War Room within 24 hours.
This 24x7 war room maps every COVID-19
positive case using GIS, tracks healthcare
workers using GPS, and draws up contain-
ment plans using heat mapping technolo-
gies. The city has forged partnerships with
academia and private sector technology
companies. A COVID-19 data dashboard
was launched on April 7. Nagpur’s city ad-
ministration has collaborated with the pri-
vate sector outfit, HLL Lifecare, to launch a
coronavirus app for the benefit of sympto-
matic citizens. If this app detects COVID-
like symptoms in a citizen, it alerts a team
of doctors immediately. Similarly, the E-
Doctor Seva, a public-private partnership
initiative in Agra, offers tele-video consul-

tation facility. People can secure online ap-
pointments and have a tele/video call with
a doctor. Doctors provide online prescrip-
tions, and in emergency cases, deliver med-
ications to the patients by cabs.

Many cities have also repurposed exist-
ing innovations rapidly at little or no cost
to offer support during this crisis. For ex-
ample, in December 2019, the Greater
Chennai Corporation was developing amo-
bile app to crowd-source information on
operational flaws in existing civic infra-
structure — such as potholes and faulty
pipelines. During the lockdown, this app
was customised for COVID monitoring.
Citizens of Chennai used this app to volun-
tarily report their symptoms to help the ad-
ministration map likely cases and take ap-
propriate protective measures.

Several other innovative approaches
have been adopted to sanitise and disinfect
public places during the lockdown. For ex-
ample, Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited
(BHEL) has manufactured “Bhelmister”, a
disinfectant sprayer, in four days. This
equipment was deployed in the
Melvisharam Municipality, Tamil Nadu, to
sanitise streets and areas with a high num-
ber of suspected and quarantine cases. The
machine uses water mixed with a sanitiser,
atomised through a spray nozzle and con-
verted to fine droplets. It can pump out
2,000 litres of disinfectant in two hours and
is placed on a vehicle to access narrow
lanes.

Rajkot has leveraged corporate social
responsibility to avail support froma com-
pany, that manufactures agricultural ma-
chines, to procure 18 high clearance boom
sprayers — used for spraying pesticides on
crops. These machines are used to disinfect
the city’s roads.

Across cities, communities have collab-
orated to provide essentials to the poor and
set up community kitchens. Residents of
Raipur set up a food control room within
24 hours of the lockdown. Every day, ap-
proximately 15,000 packets of cooked and
uncooked foods are distributed to the
needy with the help of nearly 104 non-
profit organisations, self-help groups and
over 10,000 volunteers. In UP, the Lucknow
Municipal Corporation has established
community kitchens at multiple locations,
which feed more than 4,000 people daily.
Similar kitchens have come up in Aligarh
and Saharanpur as well. In Kerala, 1,255
community kitchens across 14 districts dis-
tribute more than 2.5 lakh food packets
daily.In Chandigarh, the administration, in
collaboration with market committees and
the Chandigarh Transport Undertaking, has
deployed over 70 buses to transport essen-
tial supplies from the central market for dis-
tribution to resident welfare associations
through 144 licensed vendors.

These initiatives have shown that
India’s “social capital” — its citizens, civil
society, corporates and academia — are its
strength during a crisis. Hence, when the
Prime Minister called upon us to applaud
the frontline workers who are risking their
lives to keep us safe last month, the entire
country expressed solidarity. Thisis a time
when responsible residents are not asking
what their city can do for them but asking
what they can do for their city.

Kumar is Mission Director, Smart Cities
Mission and Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs and Agarwal is
CEO, World Resources Institute India

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

RIGHTS VIOLATED

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Unfreedom of press’ (IE, April 22).
Booking a journalist under the UAPA for
benign posts on social media is unwar-
ranted. This is yet another example of
anoverreach of power attained through
invoking and misusing an archaic law
to silence the voices of dissent.

Varun Das, Zirakpur

THISREFERSTO the editorial, Unfreedom
of press’(IE, April 22). The booking of J&K
reporter Peerzada Ashiq and photojour-
nalist MasratZahra under the UAPA over
their published works is blatant harass-
ment and intimidation of the press.
SSPaul, Nadia

GOODBYE (GENE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Cat and
Mouse’ (IE, 22 April). This passing away
of Gene Deitch, the animator of Tom and
Jerry as well as Popeye, is a tragedy. For
decades, even today, the cartoons were
for entertainment for generations. Tom
and Jerry,in particular, were an act of ge-
nius — without dialogue, the characters
still kept you riveted with their hijinks.
Popeye, his love for Olive Oil, and rivalry
with Bluto, too, is something many chil-
dren could relate to. Unfortunately, as
many of us found out, the powers of

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

spinach were greatly exaggerated.
Abhijit Chakraborty, Howrah

NEW NATION

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Nation af-
ter lockdown’ (IE, April 22). It is quite
evident that under the guise of the co-
rona pandemic, the ruling dispensation
isaiming at mass behavioural changes
and favourable collective responses.
This will change the character of the
nation.

Shekhar Deshmukh, Mumbai

New Delhi
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UJVN LIMITED

(An Uttarakhand Govt. Enterprises)

H.0.: "UJJWAL', Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun - 248006 CIN No.U40101UR2001SGC025866
Tel.: 0135-2763508 Fax: 0135-2763507 Website: www.uttarakhandjalvidyut.com

Date Extension Notice

Due to unavoidable circumstances, the date of submission & opening of the
Tender No. 10 & 11/EE(Gen.)/CHILLA/TN/2019-20 is hereby extended as,

Last Date/Time for downloading of tender : May 14, 2020 Upto 14:00 Hrs.
Last date/time for submission of tender:  May 14, 2020 Upto 15:00 Hrs.
Date & Time for opening of tender : May 16, 2020 At 11:00 Hrs.

For full & further details, kindly visit our website. The tender documents
of the above works can be downloaded from the Nigam's web site
www.ujvnl.com.

UJVNL

Executive Engineer (Gen.)
Ref. No.: 233 / Dated 21.04.2020 Chilla Powe House

88 TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD

Office of the Chief Engineer, TWAD Board, Coimbatore - 641 043.
E.Mail : cewregion@gmail.com. Phone No. 0422- 2447734. Fax No. 0422-2438648
INVITATION OF BIDS - TWO COVER - ITEMWAR TENDER SYSTEM
FIRST CALL - SECOND EXTENSION NOTIFICATION
Extension Notification No. 02/ F.165 RH/ SDO (T3)/ CE/ CBE/ 2020/ Dated : 17.04.2020
Sub: Combined Water Supply Scheme to 165 Rural habitations in 10 Village Panchayats of
Tiruppur Union in Tiruppur District under the bulk provision from the proposed Augmentation
of Water Supply Scheme to 708 habitations in Annur, Avinashi and Sulur Unions in
Coimbatore and Tiruppur Districts. (Construction period: 12 months, Trial Run: 6 months
and Paid maintenance : 12 months) - Extension Notification -issued - Regarding.
: 1) This office IFB No: 11/ F.165 RH/ SDO (T3)/ CE/ CBE/ 2020/ Dated 26.02.2020.
2) This office Extension Notification No.01/F.165 RH/SDO(T3)/CE/ CBE/ 2020/
Dated : 28.03.2020

HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Tel. 01972-288041, Email- ee-bar-hp@nic.in
INVITATION FOR BID (IFB)
The Executive Engineer HPPWD Division Barsar on behalf of Governor of H.P. invites/reinvites the item rate bids, in electron-
ic tendering system from the eligible class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table.
Sr. | Name of work Estimated Cost | Starting Date | Earnest | Deadline for
No. for Money | submission
downloading of Bid.
Bid
1 Routine Repair and Maintenence on Barsar Deotsidh| 17,55,299=00 04-05-2020 | 33,900=00 | 13-05-2020
road km. 0/0 to 11/400) Time :-One Year Cost of form:- From 10:30 up to 10:30
500/- Eligible class of contractor:- Class A to D A.M. AM.
2 | Routine Repair and Maintenence on Jalari Galore, | 31,10,265=00 04-05-2020 | 54,200=00 | 13-05-2020
salouni, Bijhari Deotsidh road km. 0/0 to 30/300) Time :- From 10:30 up to 10:30
One Year Cost of form:-1500/- Eligible class of contrac- AM. AM.
tor:- Class Ato D
3 | Routine Repair and Maintenence on Jalari Galore, | 21,04,305=00 04-05-2020 | 39,100=00 [ 13-05-2020
salouni, Bijhari Deotsidh road km. 30/300 to 50/800) From 10:30 up to 10:30
Time :-One Year Cost of form:-500/- Eligible class of con- AM. AM.
tractor:- Class Ato D
4 | C/O link road to Village Jiyana Lower H.B.(Jiyana) Km.| 5,56,740=00 04-05-2020 | 11,200=00 | 13-05-2020
0/0 to 0/700( Sh:- P/L Tarring in km. 0/0 to 0/350,0/410 to From 10:30 up to 10:30
0/550 and P/L interlocking paver block at Rd. 0/350 to AM. AM.
0/410) Under SCSP Head Time :-Two Month Cost of
form:-350/- Eligible class of contractor:- Class D
5 | C/O link road from Nagareda to talai km. 0/0 to 1/950 (| 12,69,864=00 04-05-2020 | 25,400=00 | 13-05-2020
Sh:- P/L Soling & M/T in km. 0/0 to 1/0) Under OTMNP From 10:30 up to 10:30
Head Time :-Two Month Cost of form:-500/- Eligible AM. AM.
class of contractor:- Class D
The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website www.hptenders.gov.in
Executive Engineer,
HPPWD, Division Barsar
District Hamirpur H.P.Pin. 174305
0083/HP on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, SOURA

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL
E-mail: mechanicalskims @gmail.com

Re-03

Short Term Notice Inviting E-Tenders
Gist of e-NIT No. 06 of 2020-21 Dated 21.04.2020

required for the operation of Lifts as per the details in the tender document:-

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor U.T. of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer,
Mechanical, SKIMS, Soura, Srinagar, invites online e-bids in Two (02) cover system from
Registered Contractors/ Companies/ Societies/ Firms having experienced operational Staff

All other Terms and conditions in the IFB are remaining unaltered. The Extension
Notification also uploaded in the website : www.tenders.tn.gov.in and www.twadboard.tn.gov.in.

Chief Engineer (i/c),

DIPR/ 1668 TENDER2020 N e A ) TWAD Board, Coimbatore.

»\ Maharashtra Airport Development Company Ltd.

(CIN U45203MH2002SGC136979)
8" Floor, World Trade Centre -1, Cuffe Parade, Mumbai-400005
Tel No.: 022—- 49212121, Fax No. 022-22163814
Email - vemd@madcindia.org

TENDER NOTICE (Re-invitation )

MADC invites tender for Selection of Agency for
maintenance of airbus H145 helicopter for
Government of Maharashtra.

The tender documents and other details can be downloaded
from e-tender portal https://mahatenders.gov.in from 1300

Hrs from 23.04.2020.

Further clarifications / corrigendum in this regard, if any will be
putonly on e-tender portal.

Vice Chairman and Managing Director

Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Ltd.
(CIN: U20108JH2013SGC001704)

Regd. Office — 2" Floor, JUSNL (SLDC) Building,
Kusai Colony, Doranda, Ranchi-02
Fax No. - 0651 — 2400123 (E-mail — cetjusnl@gmail.com)

TENDER CANCELLATION NOTICE

Due to unavoidable circumstances,
tender invited vide NIT No. 123/ PR/ JUSNL/
2019-20 for Carrying out Perspective Planning
Studies and District wise profile including 33 kV
PSS for JUSNL transmission network for the year
2019-20t02024-25is hereby cancelled.

% ‘E?TH 180034565130(?; E‘Q?T?‘\’%; %&Tﬁ@ I
PR No. 217258 Sd/-

General Manager, C& M (NWBP)
JUSNL,Ranchi

PR 227916 (Jharkhand Urja Sancharan Nigam Ltd) 20-21 (D)

UJVN LIMITED

H. 0. "UJJAWAL" MAHARANI BAGH, GMS ROAD, DEHRADUN-248006

(Tele.: 0135-2763808, 2763508, Fax: 0135-2763507)
CIN No. U40101UR2001SGC025866, website: www.uttarakhandjalvidyut.com

Date Extension Notice - 3

UJVNL

Due to unavoidable reasons, the dates of tender invited for
“Procurement of Cement (OPC, 43 grade) confirming to IS: 269-
2015 for Vyasi HEP in District Dehradun (Uttarakhand)” against

NIT No: 07/UJVNL/O3/EE(Civil-1)/VP/2019-20 are hereby extended

as follows:

1. Last Date/Time for submission of bid on the portal: 12.05.2020
upto 17:00 Hrs.

2. Last date & Address for Submission of original documents:
13.05.2020 up to 17:00 Hrs in Office of the Executive Engineer
(Civil-l), Vyasi Project, Lakhwar Bhawan, Dakpathar (Distt-
Dehradun).

3. Date and time of opening of bid on the website: 14.05.2020 at
15:30 Hrs.

All other terms & conditions of the tender shall remain unchanged.

Details of subsequent addendum/corrigendum/cancellation etc.

may be obtained from the website. Further details can be seen from

the e-procurement portal “http://uktenders.gov.in”
Executive Engineer (Civil-l)
Vyasi Project, Lakhwar Bhawan, Dakpathar
uATH o 236 /f&1d 21 /04 /2020
"Avoid wasteful use of Electricity"

NLC India Limited

‘Navratna' - Government of India Enterprise
Regd. Office : First Floor, No.8, Mayor Sathyamurthy Road,
FSD, Egmore Complex of Food Corporation of India, Chetpet, Chennai - 600 031.
Corp. Office : Block-1, Neyveli-607 801, Cuddalore District, Tamil Nadu.
CrOR WELLBEWG CIN No.: L93090TN1956G01003507, Website: www.nlcindia.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR SUPPLIES (e-Tender Sl.No.1 to 3)
Sl.No. Tender Ref./Scope of Supplies & Qty. Reqd.

1. UNIT : M.M. COMPLEX : PTE:ENQ / 20-21 / 000027 / MM18 (06)
dt. 08-04-2020: Procurement of high strength cartridge type explosives
125 mm dia. Qty.: 4000000 Kilograms. Due date of opening:08-05-2020
2. PTE: ENQ / 2020-21 / 000028 / MM18 (06) dt. 08-04-2020:
Procurement of ordinary Portland cement 43 grade in 50 kg HDPE bags
confirming to IS 8112 or IS 269/Latest. Qty.: 3000 Metric Tons.

Due date of opening:11-05-2020
3.20-21/000053/MM10 (01) dt. 13-04-2020: (i) HDPE Pipe 110 mm OD
conforming to IS specification (4984/1995 and IS 7328) to withstand a
working pressure of 6 kg/sg.cm in length as stated in the technical
specification annexure with HDPE long neck, stub ends and M.S slip on
flanges, 16 mm thick with epoxy painted both sides and other dimensions
as per BS 10, Table-D, with ISI mark on each pipe. Raw material grade
PE 63, Wall thickness 7.7 mm to 8.7 mm. Qty.: 6000 Metres. (ii) HDPE
Pipe 160 mm OD of designation PE80, PN6, DN160 conforming to
1S 4984:1995/ Latest and to withstand a working pressure of 6 kg/sg.cm
in length of 12 meter, with HDPE long neck, stub ends conforming to
1S:8008(Part 6) : 2003 / Latest and M.S slip on flanges of thickness
16 mm with epoxy painted both sides and other dimensions as per BS 10,
Table-D, with ISI mark in each pipe, Raw material grade PE 80, Wall
thickness 9.1 to 10.3 mm. Qty.: 5000 Metres. (iii) 160 x 160 x50 mm (ID)
HDPE unequal TEE 6kg/sq.cm with HDPE long neck stub ends on all the
three sides and M.S Slip on flanges with epoxy painted on three sides as

per1S:8360/PART I to lll. Qty.: 200 Numbers.
Due date of opening:11-05-2020

FOR e-TENDER DOCUMENTS/DETAILS/CORRIGENDUM VISIT:www.nlIcindia.com

PUBLIC SECTOR IS YOURS : HELP IT TO HELP YOU
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Administaiveroasons exionsion otheation saueaserolons, o o “* | |'Sr. | Name of the Work Estimated Cost
SI.No. Description Extended upto No. (in Rs.)

1. Last date and time of downloading bid documents 20.05.2020 at 05.45 PM 1. Annual Contract for the Operaﬁon of Three (03) Nos of Passenger Rs.

2. Last date and time for receipt of bid document 22.05.2020 at 03.00 PM Lifts at Sarai-| & Il & Genetic Centre’ SK|MS’ Soura. 15’40’ 100/-

3. Date and time for opening of Technical bid 22.05.2020 at 03.30 PM

Bidders/Tenderers may view, download the e-Bid document, seek clarifications and

tract and other relevant details.

The complete tender document is available at website: http:/jktenders.gov.in. Interested

bids online upto the date and time mentioned in the table below. Tender Document contains qual-
ifying criteria for bidders. Specifications, Bills of Quantities & Terms and Conditions of the con-

submit their

i. |Date and Time of downloading/ Sale of Tender docu-
ments (Starting Date)

22.04.2020 at 11.00 hours

ii. | Date & Time of Bidding Queries/clarification/Pre-Bid meet

27.04.2020 upto 14.00 hours

Last Date & Time of Bid uploading

30.04.2020 upto 16.00 hours

Date of Submission of hard copies (Original EMD/FDR &|01.05.2020 upto 14.00 hours
DD only)
v. |Date & Time of Commercial/ Technical Bid (Cover-l)(02.05.2020 at 11.00 hours (or next
Opening convenient day)
vi. | Date & Time of Financial Bid (Cover-lind) opening Shall be intimated separately
vii.| Cost of e-Bid Document Rs. 1,000/- (Rupees One Thousand
only)
viii] Amount of Earnest Money Deposit (CDR/FDR) Rs. 30,800/- (Rupees Thirty Thousand
& eight Hundred only)
ix. | Completion Time Annual contract

X. | Budget Head

Non Plan for the Year 2020-21

No. SIMS 139 EX./MECH/2019-20/209-19
Dated: 21.04.2020

Sd/- Executive Engineer
Mechanical, SKIMS.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT PROGRAMME OFFICER, ICDS SRINAGAR

(MEMBER SECRETARY ONE STOP CENTRE)
Old Secretariat Ground floor ACB Building

E-Mail:-dpoicdssrinagar @ gmail.com, Ph: 0194-

Parties/Firms/NGOs.
ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE

the “One Stop Centre” smoothly 24 x 7 is as under:-

The proposals should be Marked, Packaged and Submitted as under:-

2.

Title on top and addressed as follows:-

District Programme Officer ICDS (Member
Old Secretariat Ground Floor ACB Building

In case, any technical Bid is found to be incomplete in any respect, the

be rejected summarily.

Title on top and addressed in the same manner as 1st envelope.

o

tional amount will be paid for Taxes, over and above the quoted rates.

and address.

ing of the tender.

—©o ® ~N o

this notice in the local dailies.

agement of One Stop Centre available/download on website: www.wcd.nic.in .

No: DPO/ICDS/Sgr/2020-2021/ 3970-73
Dated: 21.04.2020.

DIPK-NB-102/20

Subject:Proposals for One Stop Centre for Women from the interested

The Department of Social Welfare intends to establish a “One Stop Centre” for
Women under the scheme ‘Sakhi’ launched by the Ministery of Women and Child
Development Government of India. The Scheme envisages to support the Women
affected by violence both in private and public spaces and who are the victims of phys-
ical, sexual, emotional, psychological and economical abuse. In this regard proposals
are invited from the interested Parties/Firms/NGOs for establishment and manage-
ment of One Stop Centre for Women at District Srinagar, initially for a period of 02
years from the date of start of the contract. The requirement of human resource to run

® Centre Administrator

® Case Worker

® Police Facilitation Officer (PFO)

® Para Legal Personal/Lawyer

® Para Medical Personal.

® Psycho Social Counsellor

® [T Personal

® Multi Purpose Helper.

® Security Guard /Night Guard.

The intending agencies willing to bid for the assignment should fulfill the following criteria:-

® The Agency/Organization/Institution/Trust /NGO should be registered under the relevant
Act for a minimum period of 03 years and is involved in Programmes related to Women &
Children.

® The Agency should be financially secure, having maintained audited balance sheets of
the accounts for the last 03 years.

® The Agency should have an experience of undertaking similar assignments with State or
Central Govt. agencies (supporting documents to be submitted)

® The Agency should have qualified, experience and professional human resource in the
required sectors working on full time basis.

® The Agency should not be blacklisted by any funding agency and no Court case should
be against the Organization.

® The Agency must agree with the objectives, financial resources, expected outputs etc set
in the guidelines of the Scheme.

® The Agency must have clear policies on human resource engagement, administrative
capacity and management skills.

® The Agency must provide the relevant information in the proposal such as introduction of
the organization, correspondence address (email address & contact number) organiza-
tion is registered under which Act and registration certificate, brief report of activities
undertaken in the last 3 years, summary of audited accounts of last 3 years and list of all
regular positions working in the organization.

® The Agency must furnish self attested affidavit about (i) not blacklisted (ii) no Court

case.(iii) agree with the objectives and outputs set in the guidelines of the Scheme.

1. Sealed proposals shall be submitted in one outer and two inner envelopes.
The first inner envelope shall be marked as ‘Technical Proposal’, mentioning the RFP

Secretary One Stop Centre)

The 2nd inner envelope shall be marked as ‘Financial Proposal’, mentioning the RFP

In the Financial proposal, the rates should be indicated clearly, both in figures and in
words in Indian Currency. The rates quoted should be inclusive of all taxes. No addi-

Both inner envelopes, properly sealed shall be kept in an outer envelope,
the RFP Title on top and addressed in the same manner as the first inner envelope.

All the three envelopes, that is two inner and one outer shall indicate Agencies name
The rates quoted should remain valid for a period of 24 Months from the date of open-

Proposal received in any manner other than as outlined will be invalidated.
The proposals may be sent within a period of 15 days from the date of publication of

The interested parties can also have the details with regard to establishment & man-

District Programme Officer,
ICDS, Srinagar.

same shall

mentioning

Bank of India $%_

Relationship beyond banking
Head Office : Star House, C-5, G-Block, Bandra - Kurla Complex, Bandra East, Mumbai — 51.

RFP for renewal of Group Personal Accident Insurance
Cover for select Savings Bank Schemes
Bank of India invites RFP from eligible Insurance Companies for renewal of
Group Personal Accident Insurance Cover for Account holders of Select
Savings Bank Schemes.

For details please visit our website at www.bankofindia.co.in. Last date of
submission of bid is May 13th, 2020.
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WESTERN RAILWAY - BHAVNAGAR DIVISION

VARIOUS SIGNAL & TELECOMMUNICATION WORKS
The Divisional Railway Manager (S&T) Western Railway, Bhavnagar invites e-
tenders on behalf of President of India for the following works.

Sr. Tender Name of work Estimated Cost

No No.

01| 29/2019R3 |Bhavnagar Division : Supply, installation,| 2 80,47,872/-
testing and commissioning of S&T materials

in connection with Block proving by axle counters with UFSBI (21 block section).

02| 44-2019R2 |Bhavnagar Division: Zonal maintenance| z 39 98 252.50
repairs for signalling assets under i

ADSTE/JND section for the period of one year.

03 452019 |Provision of Railnet/ Internet connectivity to| 7 g 11 507.53
CPWI office at Wadhwan City, Savarkundla —

and Mahuava station, Bhavnagar division.

04| 35-2019 R1 |Supply, installation and commission of S&T| 12,92,526.50
material in connection with sanctioned

works of construction of LHS in lieu of unmanned LC gates & Subway {at LS 65 & 66

(Gadhakda-Savarkundla), LC 83 & 84 (Ghadhakda-Vijpadi) in PRCL section and

subway to connect platform No.1 & 2 at Gondal} of Bhavnagar division.

05 1-2020 |Supply, installation and commissioning of| z g5 93 448.84
S&T Material in connection with following i
sanctioned works : 1. Part-l : Provision of Digital announcement system at 10

stations. 2. Part-Il: Bhavnagar Division : Provision of Integrated Train Guidance &
Coach Guidance Boards on PF no.2 Bhavnagar Terminus.
The bidders have to apply on line though link i.e. www.ireps.gov.in only. For further

details, please visit website www.ireps.gov.in. Last date for online apply 18-05-
2020 up to 15:00 hrs. BVP-003

Like us on: [ facebook.com/WesternRIy Follow us on:EZ twitter.com/WesternRly

RCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPEE
ke - l* l-**

General Public is hereby informed that
one girl Namely: Sahiba, D/o:
Badshah Hussain, R/o: Sahab Singh
ka makan, VPO Bawana, Delhi has been
missing / kidnapped since 18.03.2020 at
9:00 pm from the area of P.S. Bawana,
. % Delhi. In this regard a case vide
FIR/DD No. 137/2020 dated
19.03.2020 has been lodged at P.S. Bawana, Delhi. The
description of the missing girl are as under: Age:
14 years, Height: 4’5", Face: Long, Complexion: Fair,
Built: Thin, Wearing: Red colour suit and pajami. Sincere
efforts have been made by local police to trace out the girl
but no clue has come to light so far. Any person having
any information or clue about this girl kindly inform to the
following.

Website: http//cbi.nic.in
E-mail Id - cic@cbi.gov.in
Ph.: 011-24368638, 24368641
Fax No. 011-24368639
DP/191/0ON/2020

SHO
P.S. Bawana, Delhi
Ph.: 011- 27752534, 7065036321

E HORTHERST FRONTIER RAILWAT
| “fercag Cuntaron st s ede |

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-Notice of Invitation Tender
Divisional Railway Manager, N.W.Rly.
Bikaner for and on behalf of President
of India invites sealed open tender for
the following works on the date shown
as below:- Tender No. : S&T/BKN/
ET 170, Name of Work with its
Location: "Replacement of over-
aged LED's in 12 Stations of SDLP-
RE (Ex) section and 08 stations of
LGH (Ex)-PLC (Ex) Section over
Bikaner Division", Approx. Cost of
work : Rs. 4491813.90, Earnest
money: Rs. 89800/-, Date & Time
for submission of Tender &
opening of tender : Up to 15.00 Hrs.
of 21.05.2020, Website from
which complete Tender details
can be seen & download
www.ireps.gov.in. 401-DT/20

Please join us on [ /NWRailways

IRRIGATION AND FLOOD

CONTROL DEPARTMENT
GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

The Executive Engineer, Civil Division
No. X1V, I&FCD invites on behalf of
the President of India, online tender
for the following work:

NIT No. EE/CD-XIV/NIT/01/2020-21
Percentage Rate

HOA: (Maintenance Flood)

Name of work:- Extensive repair and
renovation of 34 Nos. Aluminium
Boats of size 12’, 15, 18’, 20’ & 25’
long lying at Timarpur Store (Tile
factory) of I1&FC department for the
year 2020. Estimated Cost Rs.
12,36,490/- & Earnest Money Rs.
24,730/- Period of completion: One
(01) Month, Last date & time of
submission of tender: upto 3:00 PM,
on  05.05.2020. (Tender ID
2020_IFC_190267_1).

Tender forms and other details can be
obtained from the website
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

dip/Shabdarth/0016/20-21

IRRIGATION AND FLOOD
CONTROL DEPARTMENT
GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
NOTICE INVITING
e-TENDERS

The Executive Engineer, Civil
Division No. XIV, I&FCD invites on
behalf of the President of India, online
tender for the following work:

NIT No. EE/CD-XIV/NIT/03/2020-21
Item Rate

HOA: (Maintenance Flood)

Name of work: Supply of Trunking
Radio sets on hiring basis for the
flood season year 2020. Estimated
cost Rs. 6,72,582/- & Earnest
Money Rs. 13,452/- Period of com-
pletion: Six (06) Months. Last date
& time of submission of tender:
upto 3:00 PM, on 05.05.2020.
(Tender ID 2020_IFC_190269_1).
Tender forms and other details can be
obtained  from the  website
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.
in

DIP/Shabdarth/0017/20-21
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PRESS NOTICE FOR e-TENDERING

The Executive Engineer JSV Division Jubbal invites tenders on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh
from approved eligible contractors for the following work(s) through e-tendering process :-

Nal Se Jal under Jal Jeevan Mission under Jubbal & Kotkhai
Constituency in Jal Shakti Division Jubbal in Tehsil Jubbal & Kotkhal
Distt. Shimla HP( Under Jal Jeevan Mission- Har Ghar Nal Se Jal ) in sin-
gle package on “Turn-key job basis” with completion period 36 Months
including all seasons and trial run period of 3 months & defect liability
period Of 6 months after trial run period

2020_HPIPH_36650_1

Sr. | Name of Work Estimated Earnest Time Last date of filing/
No. Cost Money uploading the
(inRs.) (in Rs.) tenders through
e-Tendering
1 Engineering, procurement, construction, testing, commissioning, trial | ¥ 21,80,00,005 | ¥26,80,000 | 36 Months | Last date of upload-
run of various components of (Providing FHTC to Left House Hold for ing tenders :-

Up to 11.00 Hrs IST
(GMT + 5:30 Hrs)
11/05/2020.
Date of opening of
tenders :-
After 11.30 Hrs IST
(GMT + 5:30 Hrs) of
11/05/2020.

0094/HP No. 141-52 dated 16/04/2020

BOQ and tender related conditions can be downloaded from the website www.hptenders.gov.in .
HIMSOOCHNA EVAM JANSAMPARK

New Delhi
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What the Jio deal means for Reliance & Facebook

Facebook’s purchase of nearly 10% stake in Jio marks its entry in India, improves Reliance’s balance sheet, allows each company to gain from the other’s reach

AASHISHARYAN & PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, APRIL 22

FACEBOOK’S PURCHASE of a nearly 10% stake
in Reliance Industries’ digital business unit Jio
Platforms brings one of the world’s largest
Internet companies on the table with India’s
largest telecom player. The $5.7-billion deal,
which values Reliance’s digital operations at
around $66 billion, pushes the Indian con-
glomerate ahead in its plans of de-leveraging
itsbalance sheet while accelerating the launch
of its new commerce business. Further, it not
only marks Facebook’s long-pending formal
entry into India’s telecom sector but also cat-
apults it to a place among the biggest foreign
investors in India’s technology space.

What does the deal mean for Reliance
Industries?

Backin August 2019, while addressing the
company’s shareholders at the annual gen-
eral meeting, Reliance Industries Chairman
Mukesh Ambani had said the group had pre-
pared aroadmap for becoming a zero net-debt
company within 18 months. The Facebook
deal significantly contributes to that plan by
paring about Rs 43,574 crore from its out-
standing debt as of September 2019 of Rs 2.92
lakh crore. The other primary contributors to
the debt-reduction plan will be a potential $15
billion (around Rs 1.05 lakh crore) deal with
Saudi Aramco for a 20% stake in Reliance

Industries’ refining and petrochemicals busi-
ness and Rs 7,000 crore from a 49% sale in its
fuel retail joint-venture to British firm BP.
However, experts believe the Aramco deal to
be under threat on account of the oil prices
crash caused by the COVID-19 outbreak.

Besides the balance sheet de-leveraging,
the timing of the deal with Facebook s signif-
icant for another reason: online platforms sell-
ing essential goods have suddenly witnessed
anupsurge in demand. For example, before the
outbreak, just 1% of the Rs 80,000-crore gro-
cery market in India was represented by on-
line players. After the lockdown, online plat-
forms started to account for 50% of the grocery
demand in the country by some estimates be-
fore it corrected. “We’re one of the few indus-
tries that has got more than enough business
but not enough resources,” said Hari Menon,
CEO of India’s largest online grocer Bigbasket.

Experts have said the arrangement among
Reliance Retail, Jio Platforms and Facebook-
owned WhatsApp to offer consumers the abil-
ity to access the nearest kiranas, or grocery
stores, which can provide products and serv-
icesto their homes by transacting with JioMart
using WhatsApp, has come at a very oppor-
tune time. WhatsApp boasts 400 million users
in India. Further, using WhatsApp’s base also
allows Reliance Retail to promote its services
to users of Jio’s rival telecom players.

What does the deal mean for Facebook?
Facebook has been trying for years to get its

Egalre= 1 LAl

APFile

Reliance Industries Chairman Mukesh Ambani and wife Neeta Ambani in
Mumbai; (right) Facebook co-founder Mark Zuckerberg during a visit to India.

finger in the Internet pie. In 2015, it had exper-
imented with Free Basics, which provided free
access to basic Internet services as a partner-
ship with service providers. However, criti-
cised for being a walled garden, it soon pulled
out of the idea after differential pricing was
disallowed by the telecom sector regulator.
It had even looked at the possibility of
beaming free Internet from the air using a
solar-powered drone called Aquila, and en-
abled low cost high-speed Wi-Fi in some re-
mote parts of India with an initiative called

Express Wi-Fi. But data was expensive in
those times, and free access to the Internet
was envisioned as the easiest way to bring
the next billion users online. Then, Reliance
Jio happened. It launched with data rates so
low that they became the industry standard
in one of the largest online markets in the
world. Jio alone helped bring 388 million
users online, well over a third of what
Facebook had planned.

The partnership with Reliance could also
help Facebook navigate the regulatory envi-

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK
DAILY COUNT OF DEATHS, INFECTIONS
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Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak and what you should/should not do? Write to explained@indianexpress.com

Behind containment in Kerala: robust

healthcare system, effective strategies

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, APRIL 22

BY JANUARY 30, the day India — and Kerala
—reported its first COVID-19 case, a 23-year-
old medical student who had returned from
Wuhan, as many as 800 persons with China
travel history had already been kept under
observation in Kerala.

Kerala, which has to date seen 437 cases,
308 recoveries and two deaths, has consis-
tently stayed ahead of the coronavirus curve,
with its 70% recovery rate being the highest
in the country. Kerala has so far tested 20,821
samples, also the highest for any state.

What setsits containment strategy apart?

Legacy of public health

Much before Kerala became a separate
state in 1956, the region had seen several
pathbreaking public health interventions. In
1879, the erstwhile Travancore rulers made
a proclamation making vaccination compul-
sory for public servants, prisoners and stu-
dents. In 1928, a parasite survey, done in as-
sociation with the Rockefeller Foundation,
led to the control of hookworm and filariasis.

This community health legacy got a fur-
ther boost as the state’s focus on literacy and
women’s education helped it attain near
100% vaccination levels and develop a cul-
ture of personal hygiene. The World Health
Organization, inasurvey held in 12 countries
in 2005, found that hand-washing with soap
after defecation had a prevalence of 34% in
Kerala, the highest among the states/coun-
tries surveyed. So when the state began its
‘Break the Chain’ campaign during the
COVID-19 outbreak — to promote hand-
washing and use of sanitisers — it only served
to reiterate some of those best practices.

Health infrastructure

Acritical factor in Kerala’s COVID-19 battle
has beenits robust healthcare system, consid-
ered on a par with those of many developed
countries.InJune 2019, Kerala topped all states
on the NITI Aayog’s annual health index with
an overall score of 74.01, more than 2% times
that of the least-performing state, UP (28.61).

Though Kerala has only been investing
5% ofits total state plan outlay on healthcare

500 —7 CONFIRMED: 437 (until April 22)
450 —| DEATHS: 2 (March 28, April 1) 375
CURRENT ACTIVE CASES: 127 327 |
400 confirmed
350 ;
59 g 1179 255
300 recovere irecovered ! recovered
2deaths : ) i
250 — I { deaths deaths
200 '
150 —
194
100 —
50 138 active cases
M Confirmed cases I Active cases
0
Daily cumulative counts for confirmed cases and active cases over 1 month.
On any day, the gap between the two curves (shaded) represents the
sumtotal of recoveries and deaths. Data source: Government of Kerala

—whichis also roughly the national average
spending in the sector — its focus on health-
care at the level of Primary Health Centres
and Community Health Centres has stood it
in good stead. With the management of
these centres in the hands of three-tier local
bodies, many of these have modern diagnos-
tic facilities and offer tele-medicine services.

The state’s private health sector, once
dominated by the Church, has grown rapidly
inthe last two decades, mainly on the back of
investment from NRIs and corporate health-
care groups. At present, Kerala has 142,924
bedsinits hospitals, of which the private sec-
tor accounts for 93,042.

Focus on the front line

On February 1, the state’s coronavirus
control cells laid out guidelines on testing,
quarantine, hospital admission and dis-
charge criteria — a living document that is

regularly updated.
N

Until late January, the state did not have
any testing facility and throat swabs of sus-
pected cases had to be sent to the National
Institute of Virology (NIV), Pune. But by the
first week of February, NIV-Alappuzha got
sanction to conduct the tests. Over the last
two months, Kerala’s COVID-19 testing facil-
ities have grown to 13, ten of those in the gov-
ernment sector.

The state also stepped up its medical facil-
ities, turning defunct hospitals into COVID-19
facilities. So far, 38 government hospitals have
been converted into COVID-19 hospitals, and
800 ventilators in public hospitals and 1,578 in
the private sector have been identified.

Lessons from Nipah

While broadly sticking to the protocol set
up by the Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), Kerala put in place its rigorous sur-
veillance network, one that had been fine-
tuned to perfection during the outbreak of

the Nipah virus in 2018 and 2019.

Besides tracing contacts of positive cases,
Kerala strictly enforced 28 days of home
quarantine although the general incubation
period of the virus is 14 days.

From early March, the state screened all
international passengers. Even if someone
managed to skip airport screening, they
would have to deal with village committees,
who kept the health department informed
about fresh arrivals and ensured they re-
mained indoors. In hotspots of Kasaragod
and Kannur districts, some village panchay-
ats even launched call centres, connecting
those quarantined with the authorities.

Besides, route maps of positive cases,
drawn through GPS data, were released to
help people self-report if they suspected they
might have come in contact with aninfected
person. Geo-mapping of those under obser-
vation enabled better cluster management.

Once flight operations were suspended,
the state focused on inter-state road and rail
travellers. Those who reached Kerala from
other states since March 8 - and their con-
tacts - were asked to isolate themselves. It's
this strategy that helped the state rein in in-
fections from participants of the Tablighi
Jamaat event in Delhi. While several other
states started acting only when positive cases
from among the Tablighis were reported,
Kerala had already placed around 217 such
persons under observation. Eventually, 20 of
them tested positive.

Social, political participation

Despite the largely bipolar nature of
Kerala’s politics, almost the entire state would
stay tuned to watch Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan address his daily press briefings on the
state’s tackling of the situation. While Health
Minister Shailaja holds daily meetings with
district medical officers, the Chief Minister’s
Office coordinates with other departments
such as police, revenue, electricity, etc. Every
evening, the CM chairs a review meeting at-
tended by, among others, Dr B Ekbal, chair-
man of the expert committee on COVID-19.

The Kudumbashree Mission, the state’s
poverty eradication and women empower-
ment programme, has been at the frontlines
with volunteers pitching in to make masks
and launching community kitchens.

Express Archive

ronment in India, where it has had several
skirmishes with the authorities, including for
its major initiatives such as WhatsApp Pay.

What does it mean for India’s Internet
ecosystem?

The deal also marks Facebook’s entry
among elite investors in India’s technology
space, joining the likes of SoftBank, Amazon
and Google that have together poured in bil-
lions of dollars in Indian tech startups and
their own ventures over the years. Prior to

Why India

Jio Platforms, Facebook had invested around
$20-25 million in social commerce platform
Meesho in 2019, and participated in a $110
million funding round for edu-tech company
Unacademy earlier this year.

The deal with Reliance also gives
Facebook access to the latter’s bouquet of dig-
ital apps. These include in-house apps such
as Jio Money, Jio TV, etc in addition to the
young startups acquired by Reliance or its
subsidiaries across categories such as logis-
tics, e-commerce and artificial intelligence.

What does it mean for Reliance’s data
localisation principles?

InJanuary last year, speaking at the Vibrant
Gujarat Summit, Ambani had stressed that
India’s data “must be controlled and owned
by Indian people - and not by corporates, es-
pecially global corporations”. “For India to suc-
ceed in this data-driven revolution, we will
have to migrate the control and ownership of
Indian data back to India - in other words,
Indian wealth back to every Indian,” he had
said. While some have raised the red flag over
Facebook’s track-record on data privacy issues,
executives of both companies said
Wednesday that data sharing was not a part of
the deal. “There will be areas that we will col-
laborate in but there will be areas where we
will potentially not agree with each other,” aJio
official said. Facebook, on the other hand,
maintained its stance in favour of an open
ecosystem for data to flow across boundaries.

tightened

FDI rules, and why
it’s China that’s upset

PRABHA RAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI, APRIL 22

INDIA RECENTLY revised its Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) policy with the objective

of preventing “opportunistic takeovers” of

firms hit by the lockdown induced by the
COVID-19 outbreak. The move has upset

China, which has termed it a violation of

international trade principles (The Indian
Express, April 21). Alook at the move, and
the implications:

What was the amendment?

On Saturday, the government said firms
inneighbouring countries wanting to invest
inIndian companies would first need its ap-
proval. An entity of a country that shares a
land border with India can now invest in
firms here “only under the Government
route”. Thisalso applies to “beneficial” own-
ers —evenif the investing company is notlo-
cated inaneighbouring country, it would still
be subject to these conditions if its owner is
acitizen or resident of such a country.

While the note did not name any coun-
try, analysts see the amendments as aimed
at possible Chinese investments. The deci-
sion came days after China’s central bank,
the People’s Bank of China (PBoC) had raised
its shareholding in HDFC to over 1 per cent.
HDFC vice chairman and CEO Keki Mistry
had said that PBoC had been an existing
shareholder,owning 0.8% as of March 2019.

China’s FDI has grown five-fold since
2014 and, as of December 2019, its cumu-
lative investment in India exceeded $8 bil-
lion — “far more” than investments by
other countries that share borders with
India, according to the Chinese govern-
ment. ABrookings India paper pegs the to-
tal current and planned Chinese invest-
ment in India at over $26 billion.

What was China’s response?

China has called for India torevise these
“discriminatory practices” and treat invest-
ments from different countries equally. “The
additional barriers set by Indian side forin-
vestors from specific countries violate
WTO’s (World Trade Organization) princi-
ple of non-discrimination, and go against
the general trend of liberalization and facil-
itation of trade and investment. More im-
portantly, they do not conform to the con-
sensus of G20 leaders and trade ministers to
realize afree, fair, non-discriminatory, trans-
parent, predictable and stable trade and in-
vestment environment, and to keep our
markets open,” said Ji Rong, spokesperson
for the Chinese Embassy in India.

What is India’s argument?
India maintains the policy is not aimed at
any one country and that the move is aimed

at curbing “opportunistic” takeovers of

Indian firms, many of which are under strain.

“The amendments are not prohibiting
investments.(We have)just changed the ap-
proval route for these investments. There are
many sectors in India that are already sub-
jecttothisapproval route,” a senior govern-
ment official had said, adding that “many”
other countries were taking such measures.

What have other countries done?
Before India, the European Union and

Australia had initiated similar measures.

These, again, were seen as being targeted

New Delhi

at Chinese investments.

On March 25, the European
Commission issued guidelines to ensure “a
strong EU-wide approach” to foreign in-
vestment screening at such a time. The aim
was to preserve EU companies and critical
assets, notably in areas like health, medical
research, biotechnology and infrastruc-
tures essential for security and public or-
der, without undermining the EU’s general
openness to foreign investment.

On March 30, Australia temporarily
tightened rules on foreign takeovers over
concerns that strategic assets could be sold
off cheaply. This followed warnings that
distressed Australian companies in the avi-
ation, freight and health sectors could be-
come vulnerable to buyouts by state-
owned enterprises, especially China. All
foreign takeover and investment propos-
als will now be scrutinised by Australia’s
foreign investment review board.

Spain, Italy and the US too have imple-
mented investment-related restrictions, ac-
cording to Khaitan & Co partner Atul Pandey.

Is there any ground for the argument
thatIndia’s move is discriminatory?

Some experts note that the amendments
apply only to bordering countries. “Now, there
are different sets of procedures for the same
set of investments based on which country
the company is investing from. This is where
the potential issue of discrimination arises,”
said atrade expert on condition of anonymity.
“While India candiscriminate in favour of do-
mesticinvestment, discriminationagainstcer-
tain countries for non-security reasons may
not be seen favourably on the global stage.”

There could also be a potential violation
of non-discriminatory obligations under the
General Agreement on Trade in Services, if
the sectors concerned involve services, the
expertsaid. “Most of the other countries that
have tightened their investment regulations
have done so unanimously, which means
that it would apply to all countries.”

Has India done this before?

The move to impose additional require-
ments for certain countries is seemingly
unprecedented. So far, India has imposed
such measures on investments into certain
sectors, according to legal experts.

For instance, while FDI in pharmaceu-
ticals had been allowed under the auto-
matic route until 2011, the government had
mandated approval for any investment
coming into the sector from November that
year, said Pandey of Khaitan & Co. “This had
happened after the government was
alerted to intentions by certain overseas
firms to increase investments in India’s
pharmaceutical industry with an intention
to potentially take over these entities. This
decision was taken with national health se-
curity in mind. After the new government
was elected in 2014, the policy was liber-
alised, but even now investment is only al-
lowed up to 74 per cent under the auto-
matic route,” he added.

In 2010, the government banned FDI in
cigarette manufacturing following recent
announcements by Japan Tobacco that it
would increase stake in its Indian subsidiary
to 74 per cent from 50 per cent, according to
Singh and Associates senior partner Daizy
Chawla. In the past, India has also blocked
certain FDI investments during bilateral
standoffs with China, according to Pandey.
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Imran Khan

PAKISTAN
Imrantests
negative for

coronavirus

Islamabad:  Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran
Khan was tested negative
for the novel coronavirus
on Wednesday, his aide
said, as the number of the
COVID-29 cases crossed
10,000 in the country.
Khan, 67, agreed for the
test after Faisal Edhi, the
son of late philanthropist
Abdul Sattar Edhi and
chairman of the Edhi
Foundation, who met
him last week tested pos-
itive for the coronavirus.
"lam happy to report that
his test is NEGATIVE,”
government's  chief
spokesperson Firdous
Ashiq Awan tweeted.
Awan said the family of
the Prime Minister had
already tested negative.

NEPAL

India gifts 23
tonnes of
medicine

Kathmandu: India on
Wednesday gifted 23
tonnes of essential medi-
cines to Nepal. Indianam-
bassador Vinay Mohan
Quatra handed over the
medicines to Nepal's
Minister of Health and
population Bhabubhakta
Dhakal. A tweet by the
Indian embassy said ,
“The consignment, as a
gift from the people of
India to the people of
Nepal, includes 8.25 lakh
dosage of critical medi-
cines”. The Nepal army
has also initiated pur-
chase of medicines worth
Rs 15 million from an
Indian public sector un-
dertaking body.

SINGAPORE
Over1,000
foreign workers
test positive

Singapore: Over 1,000
foreign workers, includ-
ing Indian nationals,
tested positive for coron-

avirus in Singapore on
Wednesday, taking the
total number of infec-
tions to 10,141, as the city-
state battles a second
wave of contagion. The
"vast majority" of the
new cases are work per-
mit holders residing in
foreign worker dormito-
ries, the Ministry of
Health (MOH) said in its
preliminary release of
figures. More than 1,000
foreign workers, includ-
ing Indian nationals, are
among 1,016 new COVID-
19 cases confirmed in
Singapore Wednesday
noon, according to offi-
cial figures.

BUSINESS GROUPS’ FURY

over blanket ban led to change of tack

‘ NONEW GREEN CARDS ‘
to be issued by US for 60 days

PRESIDENT LEAVES DOOROPEN

for more restrictive order in future

Trump backs off broad immigration ban

Trump threatens to end trade
deal if China does not honour it

MICHAEL D SHEAR,
ZOLAN KANNO-YOUNGS &
CAITLINDICKERSON
WASHINGTON, APRIL 22

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump said
on Tuesday that he would order
atemporary haltinissuing green
cards to prevent people fromim-
migrating to the United States,
but he backed away from plans
to suspend guest worker pro-
grams after business groups ex-
ploded in anger at the threat of
losing access to foreign labour.
Trump, whose administra-
tion has faced intense criticism
in recent months for his han-
dling of the coronavirus crisis,
abruptly sought to change the
subject Tuesday night by resum-
ing his assault on immigration,
which animated his 2016 cam-
paign and became one of the
definingissues of his presidency.
He cast his decision to “sus-
pend immigration,” which he first
announced on Twitter Monday
night, as a move to protect
Americanjobs. Butitcomesasthe
United States economy sheds its
work force at a record rate and
when few employersare reaching
out forworkers athome orabroad.
More than 22 million Americans
have lost their jobs in the eco-

US President Donald Trump at a task force briefing at the
White House in Washington. Reuters

nomic devastation caused by the
virus and efforts to containit.

Trump said that his order
would initially be in effect for 60
days, but that he might extend it
“based on economic conditions
atthetime.” “We candothatata
little bit different time if we
want,” he said of a second exec-
utive order that could further re-
strict immigration.

While numerous studies have
concluded that immigration has
an overall positive effect on the
American work force and wages
for workers, Trump ignored that
research on Tuesday.

UK PM under fire over
handling of virus crisis
as deaths cross 18,000

GUY FAULCONBRIDGE &
ESTELLE SHIRBON
LONDON, APRIL 22

BRITISH PRIME Minister Boris
Johnson on Wednesday faced a
call for an inquiry into his gov-
ernment’s handling of the coro-
navirus crisis after failing to fully
explain partial death data, lim-
ited testing or the lack of equip-
ment for hospitals.

The British government says
759 more people have died in UK
hospitals, taking the total to
18,100.

The government has given
conflicting explanations of why
itfailed to join a European Union
ventilator scheme and admitted
there have been problems get-
ting health workers enough pro-
tective equipment.

“Once we are through this
crisis, there will of course need
to be an independent inquiry to

Iran launches first military satellit

ASSOCIATED PRESS
TEHRAN, APRIL 22

IRAN'S REVOLUTIONARY Guard
said it put the Islamic Republic’s
first military satellite into orbit,
dramatically unveiling what ex-
perts described as a secret space
program with a surprise launch
Wednesday that came amid wider
tensions with the United States.
There was no immediate in-
dependent confirmation of the
launch of the satellite, which the
Guard called “Noor;” or light. The
US. State Department and Israeli
officials did notimmediately re-
spond to requests for comment
while the Pentagon said it “will
continue to closely monitor
Iran’s pursuit of viable space

Boris Johnson

officially review the govern-
ment’s response to the pan-
demic,” Ed Davey, acting leader
of the Liberal Democrats, said.
“The inquiry must have the
strongest possible powers given
the shocking failures on protec-
tive equipment for staff and the
slow response of the govern-
ment - to get to the truth and to
give Boris Johnson the opportu-
nity to answer the increasingly
serious questions.” REUTERS

“By pausing immigration, we
will help put unemployed
Americans first in line for jobs as
America reopens. So important,”
the president said. “It would be
wrong and unjust for Americans
laid off by the virus tobe replaced
with new immigrant labour flown
in from abroad.”

Lawyers at the Justice
Department were still studying
whether the president had the le-
gal authority to unilaterally sus-
pend the issuance of green cards,
an order that caught officials off
guard, as per people with knowl-
edge of the announcement. NYT

EXPLAINED

Mixed response
tothe stepback

THE DECISION to allow
guest worker visas is seen
as a concession to busi-
ness groups, which were
up in arms over the
prospect of a full immi-
gration ban. A specificre-
frain was about farm
workers, of which immi-
grants make up a consid-
erable number. Excluding
them could add pressure
to an already struggling
industry, said experts.
However, while the con-
cession will please busi-
ness groups, analysts
suggested the move
could damage Trump po-
litically, as anti-immigra-
tion activists are seen as
a significant part of his
voter base.

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, APRIL 22

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
has threatened to terminate the
trade deal with China if Beijing
did not honour its provisions in
the wake of the coronavirus
pandemic that originated in the
country.

While China has reported
82,788 novel coronavirus cases,
including 4,632 fatalities, the
United States registered over
824,600 cases and more than
45,290 deaths —the highest in
the world.

China and the US in January
signed Phase-1 of the trade
deal as the world's two top eco-
nomic powers move forward to
end their bitter tit-for-tat two-
year tariff war that had rattled
markets and weighed on the
global economy.

The deal, which calls on
China to buy $200 billion worth
of US products, is set to move
ahead as planned. However, the

U.S. STATE SUES CHINA OVER COVID LOSSES

MISSOURI BECAME the
first US state to sue the
Chinese government over
its handling of coronavirus
and the economic losses

A CHINESE foreign ministry
spokesman dismissed the
accusation as ‘nothing short
of absurdity’ and lacking
factual or legal basis

US-China Economic and Security
Review Commission in a report
said China could invoke a clause
inthe agreement that allows for
fresh trade consultations be-
tween the two countries "in the
event of a natural disaster or
other unforeseeable event”.

"If that happens, we'll do a
termination and we'll do what I
can do better than anybody,"
Trump told reporters on Tuesday
during his daily White House

,_"....

WHEN EARTH DAY MEETS COVID

Members of the Environmental Health Citizens’ Association of Korea wear masks representing viruses during an event to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of Earth Day at Gwanghwamun Square in Seoul, South Korea, on Wednesday. AP

DESTROY GUNBOATS HARASSING U.S. SHIPS: TRUMP

Washington: US President
Donald Trump said on
Wednesday he had ordered
the United States military to
attack and destroy any Iranian
vessel that harasses US Navy
ships.

"I have instructed the
United States Navy to shoot
down and destroy any and all

[ranian gunboats if they harass
our ships at sea," Trump said
on Twitter.

The order came one week
after 11 small armed Iranian
Revolutionary Guards Corps
speedboats swarmed around
US Navy and Coast Guard
ships in international waters
in the northern Gulf. AFP

launch technology.”

However, such a launch im-
mediately raised concerns among
experts on whether the technol-
ogy used could help Iran develop
intercontinental ballistic missiles.

Already, Iran has abandoned

all the limitation of its tattered
nuclear deal with world powers
that President Donald Trump
unilaterally withdrew America
from in 2018. Trump’s decision
set off amonthslong series of es-
calating attacks that culminated

in a US drone strike in January
that killed a top Iranian general
in Iraq, followed by Tehran
launching ballistic missiles at
American soldiers in Iraq.

As the world grapples with
the coronavirus pandemic and
historically low oil prices, the
missile launch may signal a new
willingness to take risks by Iran.

US Army Major Rob
Lodewick, a  Pentagon
spokesman, told the AP that
American officials continue to
monitor [ran’s program.

“While Tehran does not cur-
rently have intercontinental
ballistic missiles (ICBMs), its
desire to have a strategic
counter to the United States
could drive it to develop an
ICBM,” Lodewick said.

‘1 THINK IT BRINGS PEOPLE SOME HOPE, A LITTLE BIT OF LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS’

Closed border can’t stop elderly couple ‘Love is the best thing in the world’

PATRICKKINGSLEY
MOLLEHUSVEJBORDER
CROSSING, APRIL 22

SHE DRIVES from the Danish
side, in her Toyota Yaris.

He cycles from the German
side, on his electric bike.

She brings the coffee and the
table, he the chairs and the
schnapps. Then they sit down on
either side of the border, a yard
or two apart.

And that is how two octoge-
narian lovers have kept their ro-
mance alive despite the closure

of the border that falls between
his home in the very north of
Germany and hers in the very
south of Denmark.

Every day since the police
shut the border, Karsten Tiichsen
Hansen, an 89-year-old retired
farmer, and Inga Rasmussen, an
85-year-old former caterer, have
met at the Mollehusvej border
crossing to chat, joke and drink,
while maintaining a modicum of
social distance.

We're here because of love,”
said Tiichsen Hansen, when [ vis-
ited them last week. “Love is the
best thing in the world.”

Then he poured another
glass of schnapps.

The couple’s unlikely ro-
mance began in Denmark two
summers ago, in slightly less
sentimental fashion.

Tiichsen Hansen, carrying a
grand bouquet of flowers, was on
his way to drop in unannounced
on another elderly Danish
widow he’d known for decades.
But before he reached her house,
he met Rasmussen.

Rather taken, he decided
against visiting the first woman.
Instead, Tiichsen Hansen impul-
sively gave the flowers to

Karsten Tiichsen Hansen (89) and Inga Rasmussen (85). NYT

e Lanka intensifies Covid

testing in Colombo slums

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO, APRIL22

THE HEALTH authorities in Sri
Lanka have increased testing for
the coronavirus in the densely
populated slums here after over
1,000 people were quarantined
following one positive case in
one of the shanties.

With 12 new cases reported
on Wednesday, the total number
of COVID-19 infections reached
323 inthe country.Seven people
have died so far of the disease,
while 105 have recovered.

“We have increased conduct-
ing PCR tests on people from
those areas,” Anil Jasinghe,
Director of General Health

Rasmussen. He invited her todin-
nerin Germany and the pair soon
grew close, much to the surprise
of Rasmussen’s three daughters.

Their happy routine came to
anabrupt halton March 13, when
the Danish government an-
nounced it would close its bor-
ders the next day to all but peo-
ple travelling for work. Frightened
she would be locked out of her
homeland, Rasmussen hurried
back to her house in Denmark, a
15-minute drive away.

Neither knew when they'd
next hold the other’s hand.

But then they hatched a plan.

New Delhi

Services said.

The move comes after over
1,000 people were sent for quar-
antine following the discovery of
one  positive case at
Bandaranaike Road area in cen-
tral Colombo.

Jasinghe said that over 500
vendors at the wholesale fish
market were also subject to PCR
tests due to the threat of com-
munity transmission. A fish re-
tailer whois a COVID-19 positive
had visited the market recently,
Jasinghe said.

Police have issued new
guidelines for mobile traders
who visit residential areas for
services during the lockdown.

They have to be adequately
protected, police said.

On a quiet lane that winds
through the flat farmland be-
tween their two homes, a few
hundred meters from where
Tiichsen Hansen was born, the
police blocked the road only
with a flimsy plastic barrier. It's
about halfway between their
two homes, so Rasmussen and
Tiichsen Hansen have met there
fora picnic every afternoon since
the shutdown, usually at 3 pm.

Ingentle deference to medical
advice, they try to avoid physical
contact. “The worst thing is we
can’t embrace each other,”
Tiichsen Hansen said. “We can’t

THE CIVIL lawsuit, filed in
federal court, says Missouri
suffered tens of billions of
dollars in damages, and
seeks cash compensation

A STATEMENT by the
Attorney General read, The
Chinese government lied
to the world... silenced
whistleblowers...’

press conference on coronavirus.

The president was respond-
ing to a question as to how con-
fident he is that the Chinese are
not going to invoke the natural
disaster clause mentioned in the
trade deal.

"There is nobody ever been
tougher on China than me,"
Trump said, reiterating that
China had been ripping the US
off foryears till he was elected as
the president. PTI

Disagreements
push back EU
recovery deal
by months

GABRIELABACZYNSKA
BRUSSELS, APRIL 22

IT MAY take European Union
countries until the summer or
even longer to agree on how ex-
actly to finance aid to help
economies recover from the
coronavirus pandemic as major
disagreements persist,a bloc of-
ficial said on Wednesday.

A summit on Thursday is ex-
pected to produce only a broad
agreement to use the EU’s 2021-
27 joint budget to help kick-start
growth. The bloc’s 27 national
leaders should also rubber-
stamp 500 billion euros of rescue
measures effective from June.

“My hope is to make progress
inJune, July,” said the EU official,
whoisinvolved in preparing the
leaders’ summit.

But a final deal might take
even longer: “Political lines are
moving ... but it will take time,”
the official stressed.

Wealthy, fiscally conservative
countries like Germany, Austria,
Denmark, Sweden, Finland and
the Netherlands have rejected
calls by ailing southern economies
—led by Italy, France and Spain —
tosell joint “coronabonds” toraise
funds to restart growth.

The official said there was
still “real reluctance” in some
member states to back the
Commission’s recovery fund
proposal. REUTERS

EU Commission president
Ursula von der Leyen

kiss. We can’t make love.”

The Danish mayor of a
nearby town, Henrik Frandsen,
first noticed the couple’s routine.

Cycling along the border 10
days after it was closed, Frandsen
struck up a conversation with
them. Touched by their story, he
later posted a picture of them on
Facebook.

Within days, they had be-
come regional celebrities, the fo-
cus of several reports in local
newspapers and radio stations.

“Ithinkit brings people some
hope, a little bit of light in the
darkness,” said Frandsen. NYT
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NET DEBT MORE THAN DOUBLED BETWEEN MAR 2015 AND SEPT 2019

After FB’s Jioinvestment booster, RIL
in talks with other investors to pare debt

SANDEEPSINGH &
PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, APRIL22

EVEN AS its profits and cash re-
serves have been growing over
the years, a bigoverhang for Relia-
nce Industries (RIL) has been a
sharpriseinits grossand net debt.
The group saw its net debt more
thandouble from Rs 76,388 crore
inMarch 2015toRs 1,57,236 crore
by the end of September 2019.
While the proposed deal with
Saudi Aramco to sell 20 per cent
stake in RIL and the agreement
with Brookfield to divest stake in
its telecom towers are in the wor-
ks, Wednesday’s announcement
of sale of 9.99 per cent stake in Jio
Platforms Ltd to Facebook for a
consideration of $5.7 billion (over
Rs43,000 crore) came asashotin
the arm for the group that has
been looking to reduce its debt.

FY15 1,60,860
FY16 1,81,079
FY17 1,96,599
FY18 2,18,763
FY19 2,87,505
FY20* 2,91,982

DEBT SITUATION OF RELIANCE INDUSTRIES

Gross debt | Cash & cash equitable | Net debt

All figures in Rs crore; *As of September 2019
Source: Company annual report and communication

84,472 76,388
86,033 95,046
77226 1,19,373
78,063 1,40,700
1,33,027 1,54,478
1,34,746 1,57,236

Share price of RIL jumped by
12 per centon Wednesday, before
closingatRs 1,363 per share, with
againof 10.3 per cent.

A report by Morgan Stanley,
which acted as the financial advi-
sor to RIL and Jio Platforms Ltd in
relation to the investment by
Facebook Inc, said that the stake
sale will “lower RIL's net debt by

Aarogya Setu mandatory
for delivery partners of
Zomato, Urban Company

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, APRIL 22

BRUSHING ASIDE privacy con-
cerns, food delivery app Zomato
founder Deepinder Goyal on
Wednesday said his company was
making it mandatory forits deliv-
ery partners toinstall the govern-
ment’s contact tracing app Aaro-
gyaSetuand keepitrunninginthe
background before allowing them
to loginto their own profiles.

“We have made sure that they
(delivery partners)can only login
to their Zomato Delivery Partner
appiftheir phone has the Aarogya
Setuappinstalled, and is running
as a background process on their
phone,” Goyal said on Twitter.

OnApril 15,adelivery partner
of the company had tested posi-
tive for COVID-19, following
whichZomatoissued a statement
saying that all the houses which
the person had visited with food
and grocery ordersin the past few
days were being kept under ob-
servation by the authorities.

Zomato’s decision tomake the
installation of Aarogya Setu
mandatory for its delivery part-
ners comes even as experts have
raised several questions on the
app’s privacy policy and efficacy.
While legal experts are of the view
that there is need for further clar-
ity on how the data collected by
the app is stored and used by the
government, cybersecurity ex-
perts doubted the efficacy of the
applicationitself.

Some expertsalso said the app
would be useful in true sense only
if India conducts enough COVID-
19 tests.

“For the app to work effi-

— BRIEFLY —

IGST refunds:
Exportersget
extension

New Delhi: The government
has extended the alternate
mechanism facility for ex-
porters to claim IGST re-
funds in cases of mismatch
ininvoice numberin GSTre-
turns and shipping bill filed
with customs till December
31,2019, the Central Board
of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC)said ina cir-
cular. PTI

Air Mauritiusin
voluntary
administration

Nairobi: Air Mauritius has
entered voluntary adminis-
tration after coronavirus-re-
lated disruptions made it
impossible for it to meet its
financial obligations in the
foreseeable future, its board
said on Wednesday. Notably,
state-owned airline Air India
holds a 10 per cent stake in
Air Mauritius with the for-
mer’s chairmanand manag-
ingdirector representing the
airline on Air Mauritius’
board. REUTERS

The decision by the two
companies comes even
as experts have raised
several questions on
the app’s privacy policy
and efficacy

ciently, certain conditions are to
be fulfilled. The first one is that a
good number of tests have to be
performed across the country.
And these patients ought to have
a smartphone with the app, only
then can a cluster be formed for
bigger inter-mobile communica-
tion,” a Chennai-based independ-
ent cybersecurity expert had told
The Indian Express.

Apart from its delivery part-
ners, Zomato also urged its users
todownload the app, whichit said
would “go a long way in contain-
ing the spread of COVID-19”.“We
alsoencourage our users todown-
load the Aarogya Setu app. [ am
aware of the alleged privacy con-
cerns that some of us have against
using the app. But even if these
concerns were well-founded, itis
a small cost to pay for the sake of
the collective long term,” a press
statement sent by the company,
and attributed to Goyal, said.

Household services firm
UrbanClap, now rechristened
Urban Company, also said that all
its partners such as air conditioner
repairmen, electricians, plumbers,
amongothers, would now have to
mandatorily install the app on
their phones and show it to the
user that they were COVID-19 free
when they went to their homes
for providing any service.

12 per cent and be 1.5 per cent
earnings accretive. It could also
drive a multiple re-rating as RIL
multiples have previously re-
rated 30 per cent during balance
sheet deleveraging cycles.”
Italsosaid thatifall asset mon-
etisation plans including holdings
in energy, telecom and content
businesses were to be consum-

mated, “we estimate potential to
lower RIL’s net debt and liabilities
by 80 per cent, i.e. by $39 billion”.

Edelweiss, in its report on the
JioPlatforms-Facebook deal, said,
“The transaction allays the Street’s
concern on RIL's leverage and in-
stils confidence inmanagement’s
target to achieve zero net debt by
FY21. Synergies due to RIL’s part-
nership with Facebook are a
known unknown and candrive a
significant re-rating for the stock.”

There are some who say that
RIL chairman Mukesh Ambani
has been working towards a strat-
egy that will not only bring down
the group level debt significantly
but will also insulate his enter-
prises fromanumber of perceived
risks. While Facebook's stake pur-
chasein Jio Platforms hasbeenan-
nounced, sources say that Saudi
Aramco is currently doing its due
diligence to pick up 20 per cent
stake in RIL’s refining and petro-

chemicals business.

There are some who say that
RIL group is also working on
bringing a large strategic investor
initsretail business too. Aninvest-
mentbanker, whodid notwish to
be named, said that RIL group
seems to be working towards saf-
eguarding Ambani’s enterprise’s
interest against any risk going for-
ward by bringing in large strate-
gic players into his businesses.

“Once you have built a bigen-
terprise and the business reaches
its maturity, it is good to encash a
bit and also see that the business
continues without any hassle go-
ing forward by roping in a large
strategic investor. The deal with
Aramcowill justensure thatalong
with providing it with cash to re-
tire some debt.” The banker said
the deal will be awin-win for both
partners and at this time Aramco
needs RILmuch moreanditwon’t
find a better partner around.

‘Migrant wages sent home
set to drop $142 bn in 2020’

Global remittances are set to tumble by $142 billion in
2020, the sharpest fall in recent history, a report by the

World Bank estimates

~20%: Fallin money that
migrant workers send home,
which would largely be due toa
fall in their wages and
employment overseas

$714 BILLION: Remittances in
2019, which increased aftera
dipin 2016 mainly due to low
oil prices

$572 BILLION: Expected fall
inremittancesin 2020, a
decline of $142 billion

~1BILLION: Number of
migrants who help feed, clothe
and shelter up to three people
“back home”. Of these:

m 270 million work outside
their home countries

m 760 million are internal
migrants

19.7%: Expected fallin
remittances for low-and
middle-income nations, froma
record $554 billionin 2019 to
$445 billionin 2020

Overtaking FDI inflows: Last year, remittances overtook
foreign direct investment (FDI) flows as the main source of
foreign exchange for low- and middle-income countries

(4

28%: Fall in remittances that
Europe and Central Asia will
see, the biggest among all
regions, due to combined
effect of the pandemic and the
oil price slump

Source: World
Bank/PTI

Sensex, rupee rise; US crude jumps
over 20% after Monday’s record low

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL 22

THE BENCHMARK Sensex on
Wednesday rallied by 2.42 per
cent,aided by the 10.3 per central-
lyin Reliance Industries (RIL) whi-
chsigned a deal with Facebook for
the sale of 9.99 per cent stake in
RIL’s subsidiary Jio Platforms for
Rs 43,547 crore ($5.7 billion).
The 30-share Sensex rose
742.84 points to 31,379.55, while
the NSE Nifty jumped 205.85
points,or2.29 per cent, t09,187.30.
The rupee, meanwhile, hit 76.91
atday’slow before closing 15 paise

VIVAD SE VISHWAS SCHEME

Declarations can be filed
even where prosecution
notice has been issued

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, APRIL22

IN ANOTHER set of FAQs on the
Vivad se Vishwas dispute resolu-
tion scheme, the Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) on
Wednesday clarified that entities
against whom notice has beenis-
sued without prosecution being
instituted can avail the scheme. In
cases where prosecution has been
instituted for an assessment year,
the prosecution will have to be
compounded before filing decla-
ration under the scheme, it said.

The CBDT had, on March 4, is-
sued a detailed FAQs on the
scheme. In its Wednesday circu-
lar, the department has modified
the answer to a question pertain-
ing to prosecution cases with a
view to “reflect the correct intent
of law”. “It has now been clarified
that where only notice for initia-
tion of prosecution has been is-
sued without prosecution being
instituted, the assessee is eligible
to file declaration under Vivad se
Viswas,” the CBDT said.

Inthe March4 FAQs, the CBDT
said that where notice for initiat-
ionof prosecution hasbeenissued

with reference to tax arrears, the
taxpayer has a choice to compo-
und the offence and opt for Vivad
se Vishwas. However, the scheme
will not cover cases where prose-
cution has already been instituted
and is pending in the court.

“This circular clarifies that
where notice forinitiation of pros-
ecution has been issued without
prosecution proceedings being in-
stituted, the assessee would be eli-
gible tofile declaration under Viv-
ad se Vishwas,” Nangia Andersen
LLP director Sandeep Jhunjhun-
wala said. Consulting firm AKM
Global tax partner Amit Mahes-
hwari said that earlier, there wasa
lack of clarity on applying for
Vivad se Vishwas scheme when
prosecution proceedings had
been initiated and instituted.

In the Union Budget 2020-21,
the Centre had announced the
Vivad Se Vishwas. In cases where
a taxpayer’s appeals are pending
before appellate forums, high
courtsand the Supreme Court, he
will have the option to settle the
dispute on payment of 100 per
cent tax (125 per cent in search
cases)and get complete waiver of
interest and penalty if he pays by
June 30.

up at 76.68 against the US dollar.

Meanwhile, Brent crude oilre-
bounded from two days of losses
and US futures surged on
Wednesday, bolstered by tenta-
tive discussions of additional sup-
ply cuts from OPEC producersand
USinventory builds that were less
dire than some anticipated. As of
1720 GMIT, Brent was up $1.54, or
8 percent,at $20.87 abarrel. Intra-
day, ithad fallento $15.98, its low-
estsince June 1999.USWTI crude
futures for June delivery rose
$3.09,0r26.7 percent,to $14.66 a
barrel. On Monday, US futures had
closed at a record minus $37.63 a
barrel. WITHREUTERS

COVID-19:
EPFO settles
6.06 lakh claims,
pays out 19K cr
in last 15 days

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, APRIL22

THE EMPLOYEES' Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) has proces-
sed 6.06 lakh claims and disbur-
sed an amount of Rs 1,954 crore
inlast 15 days in the online facil-
ity to allow withdrawal not ex-
ceeding the basic wages and
dearness allowances for three
monthsorupto 75 percentof the
amount standing to a member’s
credit in the EPF account,
whichever is less, in the wake of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Including settlement of clai-
ms, the total disbursal in last 15
days is Rs 3,600.85 crore by pro-
cessing 10.02 lakh claims, a
Labour Ministry statement said,
adding that 90 per cent of claims
have been settled in three work-
ing days.

In addition, Rs 481.63 crore
have been distributed by the ex-
empted PF trusts to 40,826 sub-
scribers under this scheme, it said.

The scheme allowing advance
withdrawal was notified on
March 27 and the online facility
was launched on March 29.

RIL-FB
deal helps
® surge

EXPLAINED

TUESDAY’S SURGE was
largely in response to the
Reliance-Facebook deal —
with RIL's shares rising
10.3 per cent on the BSE —
and selling pressure may
re-emerge at higher lev-
els. Eventually, COVID-19
updates and signals from
the earnings front would
dictate the market trend.

International market data till 1900 ISTs

INTERVIEW WITH VIKRAM S MEHTA, CHAIRMAN, BROOKINGS INDIA

‘It’s the death knell for the oil
industry ... will also damage
budgets of oil exporting nations’

ON MONDAY, crude oil prices
in the US became negative.
VIKRAM S MEHTA, Chairman of
Brookings India and Senior
Fellow, Brookings Institution,
spoke to ANANT GOENKA,
Executive Director, Indian
Express Group, and UDIT
MISRA, Deputy Associate
Editor, The Indian Express, about
what caused it — and what the
outlook is now.

GOENKA: Vikram, it’s
certainly something that is
going to happen just once in
our lifetime, isn’t it?

MEHTA: Yeah, what hap-
pened is a technical issue ... re-
lated to the May Futures con-
tract from WTI (crude oil) and
basically, you know, all the
traders who were holding on to
that derivative paper, needed to
offload it. They couldn’t find
anyone toroll it over because of
the shortage or constraint on
storage. So rather than taking
the delivery of the product in
May, they just bid low the price,
desperate to get rid of that pa-
per. And as you know, normally
these sort of contracts get
rolled over pretty easily be-
cause the differential between,
let’s say the May Futures and
the June Futures, is not that
great. But this time around,
June Futures was trading at $20
a barrel and May Futures
crashed to-$37. So the differen-
tial was such that no one was
actually able to roll it over.

But this technicality reflects
a fundamental reality of the
market. And the reality is that
it’sa hugely oversupplied mar-
ket.

GOENKA: Is it correct that
there are certain type of oil
producers who are
producing at around $10 a
barrel; others, like shale
producers, at around $30 a
barrel; and there are some
who are producing at less
than S5 a barrel?

MEHTA: You're absolutely
right. Some of the fields, the gi-
ant fields that have been pro-
ducing for the last God knows
how many years, you can pro-
duce at a few cents a barrel.

But I think one has to go one
step beyond the marginal cost
of production and ask what is
the budget requirements of the
oil producers.lam going to take
a slightly macro view. What is
the oil price that oil producers
need to break even, to balance
their budget?

You'll be amazed, Saudi
Arabia needs a price of $82 a
barrel, and the lowest, the most
robust of the oil producers,
Qatar, requires a price of
around $40 a barrel and,
Algeria, at the other end, over
$100 a barrel. So the Saudi oil
company Aramco might still be
generating a profit. On a stand-
alone basis, its balance sheet is

Labour Secy: Diverting
ESIC money, using it to
pay wages not advisable

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,APRIL 22

THE GOVERNMENT will under-
take labour reforms in a big way
in the coming months and there
will be no hurdles for them, Labo-
ur Secretary Heeralal Samariya
said Wednesday. He also ruled out
appropriating funds of the Emplo-
yees’ State Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) for payment of wages to
workers or to employers to meet
their salary bill amid the lock-
down to counter the pandemic.

On the concerns raised by
some industry representatives
about punitive action against
them if their workers get COVID-
19, Samariya said no criminality
should be associated with thisand
assured them of taking up the
matter at the highest level.

“ESIC (fund) is money of the
insured persons and employers
who are contributing (to this so-
cial security scheme). It already
hasaprovision thatif anemployee
is unemployed, then 25 per cent
of wages canbe paid... but divert-
ing money (of the ESIC) to some-
body else or paying the wages is
not at all advisable because we
want to reduce the contribution

“We are working towards
measures to give them
employment as well as
relief.”

HEERALAL SAMARIYA
LABOUR SECRETARY

further so thatit(ESIscheme)can
run in better way in future,” he
said during a webinar organised
by industry chamber Ficci.

At present, an employer con-
tributes 3.25 per cent and em-
ployee contributes 0.75 per cent
of gross salary towards ESL

About labour reforms, he said
the Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Labour has givenits re-
port on the Code on Industrial
Relations and it would soon sub-
mitareporton the Code onSocial
Security. The Centre has also col-
lected data of migrant workers
from states as well as districts.
“We are working towards meas-
ures to give them employment as
well as relief,” Samariya said.

He added that he will take up
the stimulus for the private sector
to meet wages, adding that dedi-
cated transport for workers is a
must and the economy needs to
move as it is difficult to survive
with zero income.

New Delhi

The fundamentals of the
oil industry are not just
determined by demand
and supply, they are also
determined by
geopolitics, by the paper
trader —yesterday was
all about paper trading.
They are also determined
to some extent by the
exchange rate. Demand
has fallen by such an
extraordinary level — this
quarter, some estimates
say it will fallby 30
million barrels a day,
which is the entire
production of OPEC. Now
against that kind of a
demand destruction,a10
million barrels a day
supply cut, which is what
Saudi and Russia have
agreed to, is not making
any difference.

VIKRAM S MEHTA

not going to go under. But since
Saudi Aramco contributes 80
per cent of the revenues to the
Saudi exchequer, the fact is that
Saudi Arabia will have to very
quickly draw down from its
sovereign reserves if it wants to
meet its social and economic
commitments, and that’s the
big issue.

At the industry level, you
have the NOCs, the National Oil
Companies and then the pri-
vate companies, and if you
were to order the oil companies
by size and indeed profitability,
you'd find that, probably of the
top 20, 16 are NOCs. And then
the four like, Exxon and Shell
and Chevron and maybe Total;
the rest have dropped off that
list. Occidental, for example. Its
share prices are below value
and that’s unique. That I think
is the reason for saying, you
might well have sounded the
death knell of the oil industry.

Goenka: Am I wrong in my
understanding that nobody
is producing less because of
the fear that if they do they
will be forced to not produce
at all, or will never be able to
go back to the original
volumes?

MEHTA: The fundamentals
of the oil industry are not just

determined by demand and
supply, they are also deter-
mined by geopolitics, by the
paper trader — yesterday was
all about paper trading. They
are also determined to some
extent by the exchange rate.
Demand has fallen by such
an extraordinary level — this
quarter, some estimates say it
will fall by 30 million barrels a
day, which is the entire produc-
tion of OPEC. Now against that
kind of a demand destruction,
a 10 million barrels a day sup-
ply cut, which is what Saudi
and Russia have agreed to, is
not making any difference.
Point number two is that, if
you do reduce supplies, some
fields, some reservoirs could
get permanently damaged.

Goenka: So are we (India)
going to see a major
reduction in our annual oil
bill?

MEHTA: Oh yeah, I haven’t
done the numbers, but there
will definitely be a significant
reduction. But on a per unit ba-
sis obviously, because the price
has fallen. But our demand has
fallen as well. The big question
is: What are you going to do
when the economy starts to
pick up again?

Misra: As oil prices fall,
should the government
raise taxes and boost its
revenues, or pass on the
lower prices to consumers
to boost consumption?

MEHTA: I would do the lat-
ter, | would actually look to re-
ducing the prices. And I am not
saying thatinitially it will boost
demand because that depends
very much on economic resur-
gence. But I think it will be po-
litically foolish, frankly, for the
government to continue to
charge all of us the same price
when the world price has col-
lapsed.

Goenka: Is the whole cause
of renewable energy,
especially in India, a
hopeless cause, at these
prices of 0il?

MEHTA: It’s not a hopeless
cause because it cannot be and
must not be a hopeless cause.
So let’s hope that no one in gov-
ernment says that. It’s going to
be complicated by the price of
oil, of course, but more by sup-
ply chain issues.

The China supply chain is
broken. That’s back to my ear-
lier point that we will have to
take a slightly longer-term view
of all these issues. If you take a
short-term view, you are going
to say, yeah, okay, “forget about
renewables”.

But you’ll wake up, two
years, five years, from now and
you'll find yourself living in a
hell-hole once again.

(Edited excerpts. Transcribed by
Mebhr Gill)

More relaxation in
fundraising norms of
stressed firms proposed

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, APRIL22

AT Atime when many corporates
are facing fund crunch and de-
faults in the wake of the lockdown
and closure of units, the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) has proposed exemption
from making an open offer for the
allottees, along with liberal pric-
ing norms for preferential share
issues of stressed companies.

The markets regulator has
proposed exemption from mak-
ing an open offer for allottees of
preferentialissue in stressed com-
paniesif the acquisition is beyond
the limit prescribed. To avail this
exemption, listed companies
need toensure that preference is-
sue is made to persons/entities
that are not part of the promoter
or promoter group on the date of
the board meeting to consider the
preferential issue, according to a
Sebi draft paper. India Inc has
closed down units across the
country and sales have plum-
meted amid the lockdown.

Sebi has proposed that pricing
should not be less than the aver-
age of the weekly high and low of
the volume weighted average

Sebi assures of
more steps

amid lockdown

New Delhi: Sebi will lookinto
issues being faced by corpo-
rates due to COVID-19 and
consider more steps to help
them tide over the chal-
lenges as part of its continu-
ing efforts to make it easier
to do business even in such
difficult times, the regulatory
body’s chairman Ajay Tyagi
told representatives of India
Inc on Wednesday. PTI

prices of the related equity shares
on a recognised stock exchange
during the two weeks preceding
the relevant date. Currently, the
determination of the pricing cov-
ers a period of 26 weeks or more
for frequently traded shares.

It said, “Listed companies that
are facing financial stress are gen-
erally in need of fund infusion to
tide over the stress situation and
thereby avoid insolvency or bank-
ruptcy. Such listed companies face
certain difficulties in raising capi-
tal through conventional means.”
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HAZILEWOOD WANTS IND SERIES AT ADELAIDE

Fast bowler Josh Hazlewood has suggested the entire Border-Gavaskar Trophy be
held at one venue -- Adelaide Oval. "The bowlers and batters would probably be

happy with that, it's (Adelaide Oval) probably been the best cricket wicket the last
four or five years... I wouldn't mind it," he said.

@indianexpress.com

THOSE MONTHS,
THOSE MINUTES

Forced into an unprecedented
lockdown, sport is staring at
unfathomable despair. Indian
athletes, though, have given the
country reasons to rejoice in the
past. The Indian Express looks back
atabunch of these memories.

In a chat with
TUSHAR BHADUR],
HARBINDER
SINGH recollects
the story when
India reclaimed the
hockey gold the last
time Olympics were held in Tokyo

READ THE STORY ON
indianexpress.com

Olympic-bound
athletes told to
train within India
till year-end

NEW DELHI: The Indian Olympic Association
decided to ask the Sports Ministry to allow na-
tional campers to undergo outdoor training in-
side major sports centres in the country by fol-
lowing necessary precautions. At the moment,
the athletes have been barred from any train-
ing even inside the Sports Authority of India
facilities. The meeting, held via video confer-
ence under the chairmanship of Lalit Bhanot,
was attended by IOA President Narinder Batra,
Secretary General Rajiv Mehta and Tokyo
Olympics Indian contingent Chef De Mission
BP Baisya, apart from 62 representatives from
various National Sports Federations. It was also
decided that Olympic-bound athletes should
train within the country till end of the year in
ordertoavoid anyrisk. The [0A also agreed that
the "decisions on extension of contracts for
High Performance Directors, chief/head
coaches, coaches and other support staff till
2021 or 2024 needs to be done on priority by
SAl and the ministry for smooth handling of
training for 2021 and thereafter". PTI

Lower rung gets a helping hand

Governing bodies in tennis get together to set up fund for those struggling due to tour suspension

".

SHAHID JUDGE
MUMBAI, APRIL 22

THE GLOBAL lockdown to control the coro-
navirus pandemic has kept tennis players,
particularly the lower-ranked ones, on ten-
terhooks. The tour - essentially, their liveli-
hood - has been suspended since March, and
updates from the world of tennis have been
all about the cancellation of tournament af-
ter tournament.

Late on Tuesday, however, there was finally
one piece of news that sentawave of optimism
among the lower- ranked players. The seven
governing bodies of the sport - the
International Tennis Federation (ITF),
Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP),
Women'’s Tennis Association (WTA) and the
four Grand Slams - have decided to set up a
fund to financially assist players during this pe-
riod. “Tennis’ seven international governing
bodies are working together to create a Player
Relief Programme to provide assistance to the
players who are particularly affected during
the COVID-19ccrisis. These discussions are pro-
gressing well and details are being finalised,”
read a letter sent to the players by the ITE.

The details of the financial aid are yet to
be finalised, but based on a report by The New
York Times, a pool of over US$6 million is ex-
pected to be formed by the governing bodies.
“This is going to be very helpful for the lower-
ranked players,” says world no. 443 Rutuja
Bhosale. “At the moment we are all at home,
so the expenses aren’t as much because we
are not travelling, but you still need to pay for
essentials. And there is no income. Basically,
we've all been just surviving right now. So,
this will definitely help.”

In addition to the sum proposed by the
governing bodies, the ATP Players’ Council,
headed by world no. 1 Novak Djokovic and
also including Roger Federer and Rafael
Nadal, has proposed further funds to be con-
tributed by players ranked in the top 100 in
singles and the top 20 in doubles, based on
their rankings. The 20 doubles players are to
contribute US$ 5,000 each, the top five in sin-
gles are to chip in with US$ 30,000 each,
ranks 6-10 with US$ 20,000, 11-20 with US$
15,000, 21-50 with US$ 10,000 and 51 to 100
with US$ 5000. All donations to this fund are

India’s Rutuja Bhosale, ranked 443 in the world, could benefit from the relief fund
being worked out by the sport’s governing bodies.

Federer suggests a
merger of ATP, WTA

Roger Federer called for a merger be-
tween the men's ATP Tour and the
WTA, which runs the women's circuit,
as tennis wades through a lengthy
coronavirus shutdown. "Just wonder-
ing ...am I the only one thinking that
now is the time for men's and
women's tennis to be united and
come together as one?" the winner of
20 Grand Slam singles titles said on
Twitter. "l am not talking about merg-
ing competition on the court, but
merging the 2 governing bodies (ATP
and WTA) that oversee the men'sand
women's professional tours ..." Rafa
Nadal also voiced his support. "Hey
@rogerfederer as you know per our
discussions I completely agree that it
would be great to get out of this world
crisis with the union of men's and
women's tennis in one only organisa-
tion," said Nadal. REUTERS

At the moment we are all at home,
so the expenses aren’t as much
because we are not travelling, but
you still need to pay for essentials.
And there is noincome. Basically,
we’'ve all been just surviving right
now. So, this will definitely help.”

RUTUJABHOSALE
WORLD NUMBER 443

voluntary, and should all players accept the
proposal, it would amount to US$ 1,050,000.
Furthermore, Djokovicis said to be push-
ing for support to be given to players ranked
250 to 700, with a sum of US$ 10,000 each.
“Outside of 250 is where the real financial
struggle is,” Djokovic said in a message to a
group of players, according to the New York
Times. “We feel that we all need to get to-
gether and help these guys out. Many of them

are thinking to leave pro tennis because they
just can’t survive financially. Unfortunately,
there is a very large amount of players in the
group between 250 and 700 that is not sup-
ported by federations or don’t have sponsors.”

While the news has been well received,
there is concern that some of the players
overlooked for this fund may struggle once
the tour restarts. “This is definitely helpful
and really something that will uplift players
who are suffering, but I hope things are made
fair to a greater set of players,” says 26-year-
old Sidharth Rawat, ranked 438. “At the mo-
ment the help will go for 250 to 700, but the
person ranked 249 may be struggling just as
badly. I'd say the players ranked 200 and
above struggle because the ones higher than
that mark can earn some money by just mak-
ing it to the Grand Slam qualifiers.”

There’s been a lot of speculation that
lower-ranked players are struggling to sur-
vive the lockdown and have decided to
move on from the sport. Since the tour was

suspended in March and till July 13 at least,
there has been a sum of approximately US$
56,834,845 on the men'’s circuit, and US$
34,224,127 on the WTA tour that could
have been earned by players in prize
money. These events however, are only for
higher-ranked players. The ones who play
in the lower tiers are playing for much
smaller prize money, which means their
savings are just as low.

“Ifit weren’t for my parents, I'd be out (fi-
nancially) by now. I'm blessed to have par-
ents to support me, but I can’t do this for-
ever,” says world no. 655 Arjun Kadhe, who
at 26, has earned a total of US$ 94,117 in prize
money so far. The thought of financial aid
coming in, though, has kept him upbeat.

“That money can be used to investin ten-
nis, be it training or travel. It'll help getting
things started again.”

As of now, it’s not confirmed who will be
getting how much. But for the players, just
the beginning of the process gives them hope.

DDCA secretary
in jail, colleagues
thought he had
COVID-19

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI/MEERUT, APRIL 22

CONTROVERSIALDELHI and Districts Cricket
Association (DDCA) general secretary Vinod
Tihara is currently in jail for allegedly failing
to "comply with GST norms" after going "in-
communicado" amid speculation that he
was self-isolating with symptoms of COVID-
19. "A Delhi resident named Vinod Tihara
was arrested by Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) wing of Noida on March
17 on allegations of violations of GST norms
and is currently in Meerut jail," SSP Meerut,
Ajay Sahni, told PTI.

There was noimmediate clarity on the ex-
act nature of the violation he has been ac-
cused of committing. Tiharais Delhi cricket's
representative at the BCCl and an influential
figure in state's cricket body. Tihara had been
"unreachable" since mid-March leaving
DDCA officials, including members of his fac-
tion, flummoxed. "For the longest time, we
were under the impression that Vinod ji has
tested positive for COVID-19. One or two peo-
ple who contacted his family members were
told that he is under isolation. His phone is
switched off for the past one month," a sen-
ior DDCA office-bearer told PTI.

During a recent online hearing in a mat-
ter of financial misappropriation of funds,
organised by DDCA ombudsman Justice
(Retd) Deepak Verma via Skype, one of the
body's lawyers, known for his proximity to
Tihara, told the apex council members that
he had tested positive for novel coronavirus.

"We all freaked out as we had met Tihara
till March 15 at various places. We told him
that why weren't we informed as we all
needed to quarantine ourselves. He then
changed track and said that if you people
would have been COVID-19 positive, then
you would have known by now. It was very
suspicious,” the Apex Council member who
was suspended that day, said.

Infact, some of the members are now won-
deringhow did alettersigned by Tiharain sup-
port of one of the lawyers, whose service was
being terminated, get submitted to Ombud-
sman, when all this while he had been in jail.
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ACROSS DOWN
1  Recognises and arrests (10) 2 Thejobofadebt-collector?(7)
8  Warning! This womanis 3 Washresinout(5)
dangerous (5) 4 Hehasatitle within his grasp
9  Awelderrenovating the (6)
sheltered side of a ship (7) 5 Dotheyhave piercing eyes?
10 Oneneeds pluckto play it Just the opposite (7)
@ 6  Pullsupthegrass(5)
11 Daily woman, perhaps (5) 7  Satand gave new privileges
12 Confirmitifatryis made for some people (10)
correctly (6) 8  Yetit'senough food to go
14 Oddstance foraclimb (6) round (6,4)
17 Emir’s off to see Scrooge 13 Skin specialist (7)
) 15 TIdfillinthe result-it's
19 Theartof eating out(7) obvious (7)

21 Studio thatis later converted 16
) 18
22 Puce-coloured jumpers

) 20 Those on the wrists are
23 Priestvery disposed to preferable to those on the
obstinacy (10) ears(5)

Educational measure? (6)

People count on them to
send them to sleep (5)

o = o ey ey e by I,

Solutions Crossword 4098: Across: 1Valise, 4 Easter, 9 Shearer, 10 Strip, 11 Reset,
12 Eyesore, 13 Nothing left, 18 Notable, 20 Bravo, 22 Cairo, 23 Sardine, 24 Steady,
25Fluent. Down: 1Vestry, 2 Leeks, 3 Scratch, 5 Aisle, 6 Turn off, 7 Ripped, 8 Free-
and-easy, 14 Outlive, 15 Liberal, 16 Knocks, 17 Honest, 19 Brood, 21 Abide.
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SUFFLIES EVER
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| ON'T BRNOW, THEY'VE BEEN A LOT
MORE CAREFUL WITH THEIR CRAFT

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

Mars’ intriguing

@ Neptune is pretty
near perfect as far as

ambitions are concerned, but

only if you are able to recognise
the world is on the one hand,
and the way you'd like it to be

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

Like most people,

@ aplanetary
alignment which

imagination. What is more

impressive in your chart is the
powers and spiritual
aspirations are triggered. You
best in people.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
attentiontoa
financial matter is

not essential. When other

people abandon their

one who knows where to turn,

for you have an amazing wealth

the past.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
reveal thistobea
special day if you

put forward and arguments to

win. However, the long-term
memories and could cause you
toreflect on all those things

Hopefully certain recollections

are no longer as painful as

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

Secrecy is not one of

@ characteristics, but
today you really have

relationship with
all work and professional
the difference between the way
on the other.

you are blessed with
confers inspiration and
manner in which your creative
should always try to see the

Continued close
@ desirable, although
responsibilities, you will be the
of experience to draw on from

Your daily planets
@ have proposals to
perspective evokes deep
which happened so long ago.
they were.

your better-known
to keep something to yourself.
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LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Carry on withall-
@ professional moves,
regardless of
wasting or disruptive actions. If
you give charitable activities a
the mystical philosophers call
‘making merit’, with many good
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Pluto has played a
@ your chart for many
years, so emotional
other hand, occasionally a new
pitch of excitement is reached
Moon'’s powerful sway, you
may demand a new level
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Your material and
@ may have to come
first, no matter how
invest. If you have any
uncertainties at work, or in any
putimportant developments
on hold until the picture
CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Sober Saturn and
@ once again being
activated, reminding
more than the materialistic
stereotype of an astrological
your mind, or break out of the
rut in which you have
AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Spare a little time for
@ being, and use the
opportunity
position to clean up your diet
and check out a new fitness
by a financial delay, but keep
an eye on other people,
doing what they said
they'd do.
The Sunis sailing
@ alongin a sensitive
chart, whichis
astrological short-hand for
may seem to be quite happy,
someone, somewhere, is about
psychic antennae buzzing and
try to spot problems before

important
associates’ potentially time-
high priority you will do what
results in the future.

profound role in
intensity is nothing new. On the
and, right now, under the
of commitment.

business interests
much you have to spend or
major public ambition, you may
is clearer.

jovial]Jupiter are
everyone that you are much
cliché. Don’t be afraid to speak
buried yourself.

your physical well-
provided by today’s lunar
regime. Don’t be perturbed
just to make sure that they're
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

region of your solar
saying that although colleagues
to hit the roof. Keep your
they arise.

Vol LXXXVIII No. 141 Regd.No. DL-21046/03-05

R.N.I.No.506/57. Printed and Published by R.C. Malhotra on behalf of The Indian Express (P) Limited and Printed at The Indian Express (P) Limited Press, A-8, Sector-7, Noida - 201301 and Published at The Indian Express (P) Limited, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9 & 10, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002. Editorial office:
The Indian Express (P) Limited, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9 & 10, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002. Phone: 0120-6651500. Advertising office: The Indian Express (P) Limited, B1/B, Sector - 10, Noida - 201301. Phone: 0120-6651291. Chairman of the Board: Viveck Goenka, Chief Editor: Raj Kamal Jha, Editor: Unni
Rajen Shanker, Editor (Delhi): Rakesh Sinha ** **Responsible for selection of News under the PRB Act. Copyright: The Indian Express (P) Limited. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any manner, electronic or otherwise, in whole or in part, without prior written permission is prohibited. The Indian Express®

New Delhi



	230420_IL_01
	230420_IL_02
	230420_IL_03
	230420_IL_04
	230420_IL_05
	230420_IL_06
	230420_IL_07RR
	230420_IL_08
	230420_IL_09
	230420_IL_10
	230420_IL_11
	230420_IL_12
	230420_IL_13
	230420_IL_14

