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SOMYALAKHANI
NEWDELHI, APRIL21

“BUREWAQTmeininsaangharhi
tohjaatahai, issmeitnichaukaane
wali kya baat hai (One heads
home during tough times,
what’s so surprising about
that)?” asks Mohd Samirul,
speaking over the phone from
Umgaon village in Bihar’s
Madhubanidistrict.The38-year-
old father of four, a porter in
Delhi’s Sadar Bazaar, can’t un-
derstand the fuss around his
journeybackhomefromthena-
tional capital to his village —
1,180 km away — in a thela

(woodencart) thathecycledfor
ninedays.
Around 3 pm onMarch 23,

the day Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwalimplementedthelock-
downinDelhi,around50porters
fromSadarBazaar,AzadMarket
andBhagirathPalacedecidedto
cycle back to their villages in
Bihar. Samirulwasoneof them.
OnMarch25,when thenation-
widelockdownbegan,thegroup
wasstillontheirwaybackhome,
unaware for several hours as
they pedalled their way across
towns.
“I packed two blankets, my

Nokia phone and charger, a jug
to fillwater andRs700, and left

in the evening. There was no
otheroption.Wewereokaywith
theone-daylockdownonMarch
22, butwhen theyextended it, I
knewIwouldn’t survive it. Ifwe
don’t earn,howwillweeat?On
March26,wefoundoutthatthe
lockdown had been imple-
mented in the whole country
and that even back home there
will be nowork. That was sad,
butweknowit’sneededtostop
thisdisease,”hesays.
OnMarch30,he reachedhis

village, Umgaon inMadhubani
district, andwas put in quaran-
tine for14daysatamedicalcol-
legenearby.“Thechildrenvisited
medailywithchaiandbreakfast,

which theywould keep on the
flooroutside.OnApril13,Ifinally
enteredmyhouse,”hesays.
Samirul moved to Delhi in

search of work 19 years ago.
Havingneverbeen toschool, he
felt being awage labourer was
hisonlyoption,andbigmarkets
in the capital looked for young
men likehimwhocould toil for
longhours.By2002,Samirulhad
found a footing in Azadmarket
as a porter. “I earn Rs 200 a day,
sometimes Rs 500, sometimes
nothing at all. I carry stacks of
geometry boxes from godowns
to shops, from shops to other
shops in SadarBazaar andAzad
Market.If Idon’tgetworkfortwo

daysinarow,Ihavetosleephun-
gry... This lockdown was for
weeks, howwould I have sur-
vived?”hesays.
On March 23, Samirul left

from Sadar Bazaar with other
thelawalas and reached
KashmereGateISBT.Fromthere,
the men cycled to UP’s
Ghaziabad, then Etawah,
Kanpur, Lucknow and
Gorakhpur.Fromthere,theyen-
tered Bihar’s Gopalganj, then
Muzaffarpur,andDarbhangabe-
forepartingways.
Four days after Samirul

stepped into his home, former
CongressleaderShakeelAhmad
visitedthefamilyandgavethem

25-kg ration. “For now, it’s
enough, butwewant towork. I
have no agricultural land, I am
just a dailywager.When this is
over, Iwill goback toDelhiwith
mycart,”hesays.
Itwasthreemonthsagothat

Samirulhadboughtthethelafor
Rs4,500,andthiswashismeans
ofearningalivelihoodaswellas
a home in Delhi. With no roof
over his head, he is one of the
hundredswhosleeponthefoot-
pathortheircartsoutsideshops
in Sadar Bazaar and Azad
Market.
“I slept in it, I kept allmybe-

longingsonit,andcookedonthe
CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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MohdSamirul,38, rodehis thelahomeinninedays.Express

Delhi to Madhubani on a cart: ‘Would not have survived lockdown’
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TALKSONFORSECONDPACKAGE

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
&ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA,APRIL21

FROSTYTIESbetweentheCentre
andWest Bengal were on full
display on Tuesday as the two
Inter-Ministerial Central Teams
that landed in the state to as-
sessesitshandlingoftheCOVID-
19 situation alleged non-coop-
erationbythestategovernment,
following which Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla shot off a
lettertotheChiefSecretary,ask-
ing him to comply with the
UnionHomeMinistry’sorder.
Citingfrequentlockdownvi-

olations in certain states, the
HomeMinistry had on Sunday
said teamswouldbe sent to the
Opposition-ruledstatesofWest
Bengal, Maharashtra and
Rajasthan, besides Madhya
Pradesh.
In Maharashtra, Chief

Minister Uddhav Thackeray re-
iterated his demand for special
trains to takemigrant workers
back to their home states, seek-
ingrevisedguidelinestothatef-
fectbefore theendofApril.
“...theworkersstillwanttogo

to their homes and they have
taken an aggressive stand on
someoccasions.IftheUniongov-
ernment feels that the number
ofCOVID-19casesmaygoupbe-
tweenApril30andMay15,then
the Centre should consider
whetherwecanutilise the time
we have on our hands tomake
arrangements for special trains
to transporting the migrant
workers to their native places.
Andtheguidelinesshouldbe is-
sued before end of April in this

regard,”Thackeraysaidduringan
interaction through video con-
ferencewiththeCentral team.
The state government also

withdrewtherelaxedlockdown
norms for Mumbai and Pune
thatcameintoeffectonApril20
astheCentralteamraisedobjec-
tionstosomeofthese, including
beginningconstructionworkon
existingprojects.
In Rajasthan, Chief Minister

Ashok Gehlot told The Indian
Express that hewould consider
the visit of the Central team a
“success if theysolvedtheprob-
lemfacedbystates”,addingthat
he reminded the teams that the
statehad “demandedamorato-
riumonpaymentof states’dues
tofinancialinstitutionsunderthe
RBIandotherCentralagencies”.
But itwas in Bengal that the

two Central teams, that arrived
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

TheCentral teamatcurfew-boundRamganj in JaipuronTuesday. Rohit JainParas

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, APRIL21

IN A move that has potential
repercussions for Indians living
andworkingintheUS,President
DonaldTrumpsaidhewill“tem-
porarily suspend” immigration
into the country. With the
COVID-19 pandemic set to trig-
ger economic recession, Trump
said thestepwouldprotect jobs
forAmericannationals.
SouthBlocksources toldThe

Indian Express that it remains to
be seenwhat category of visas
willbesuspended,andwhatwill

bethecut-offdate. Indiaismon-
itoring the developments in
Washingtonrelatedtothisdeci-
sion, sources said.
“In light of the attack from

the Invisible Enemy, as well as
the need to protect the jobs of
our GREAT American Citizens, I
will be signing an Executive
Order to temporarily suspend

CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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Putting all immigration on hold, tweets
Trump; India waits for order, fine print

Ahealthworkerdeliversvegetables inarestrictedarea inKolkata,Tuesday. ParthaPaul

ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEWDELHI, APRIL21

INTHEfirstclear indication from
aseniorgovernmentfunctionary
ofhowlongtheroadaheadis,Dr
VKPaul,Member (Health), NITI
Aayog,hassaidthatIndia’sresolve
in the battle against the novel
coronaviruswill be tested in the
months of June and July, after
lockdowncurbshavebeeneased.
“De-escalation of lockdown

ispotentiallyanopportunity for
thevirustoresurfaceandspread,
andthisisboundtohappentoan
extent,” Dr Paul told The Indian
Express in an interview. “There
couldbenewclusterswhenlife
and activities become more
normal.”
The spread of the virus, he

said, would be “inversely pro-
portional to our collective com-
pliancewith the best practices.
Wecannotaffordto fritteraway
the lockdown gains made at a
phenomenaleconomiccostand

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

June, July will
test resolve:
top official in
Covid battle

ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEWDELHI, APRIL21

FOLLOWINGCOMPLAINTS that
the rapid antibody test kits are
showing varying levels of accu-
racy, the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) has
asked all states not to use the
serologicalCOVID-19testsforthe
nexttwodays,pendingfieldval-
idationbyits teams.
“Wehavebeengetting com-

plaints thatwhentheserological
testsarebeingdoneontheblood

samples of peoplewhohave al-
ready tested positive in the RT-
PCRtest,theaccuracyrangesfrom
6%to71%.Thisneedstobeinves-
tigated,” Dr R RGangakhedkar,

headof epidemiology and infec-
tiousdiseasesatICMR,said.
“This isa firstgenerationtest

developed in just three-and-a-
half months and needs refine-
ment, yet the variations cannot
beignored.Wewillsendperson-
nel from eight institutes to the
field to validate the kits.
Meanwhile,wehaveadvisedthe
statesnot touse the tests for the
next two days till we come out
withanadvisory,”hesaid.
Joint Secretary, Health

Ministry, LavAgarwal reiterated
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
&PRITAMPALSINGH
NEWDELHI, APRIL21

DAYSAFTERarrestingJamiastu-
dent and Chhatra Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) member
MeeranHaiderandmediacoor-

dinator of the Jamia
Coordination Committee
SafooraZargaronchargesofcon-
spiracy in connectionwith the
February Northeast Delhi riots,
theDelhiPolice’sSpecialCellhas
booked them under the strin-
gent Unlawful Activities
(Prevention)Act(UAPA).Former
JawaharlalNehruUniversitystu-

dent leader Umar Khalid and a
local resident of Northeast
Delhi’sBhajanpura,Danish,have
also been booked under the
sameAct.
Haider’s counsel Akram

Khanconfirmedthatpolicehave
added the UAPA against his
client and others named in the

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

UAPA against Umar Khalid and Jamia
activists over riots in Northeast Delhi

PRANAVMUKUL,
AANCHALMAGAZINE
&PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI, APRIL21

ADAYaftersomeindustrieswere
allowedtostartfunctioningwith
conditions, both small and large
companies inpocketsacrossthe
countryhavesaidthatthe inter-
pretation of punitivemeasures
forviolationofsafetyprocedures
is proving a big deterrent in re-
sumptionofoperations.
While punitive norms are

fineforunitsnotfollowingsafety
andsanitisationprocedures, in-
dustry representatives say, they
haveraisedredflagsoveraction
beingprescribedbystateandlo-
cal authorities against compa-
niesandtheirownersincaseany
of theirworkers testpositive for
COVID-19.
Inasetof suggestionssent to

thegovernmentTuesday, theCII
askedittoclarifythis,sayingunits
werebeingthreatenedwithupto
threemonths of shutdown. The
Gems and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council called the
guidelinestoo“harsh”inarepre-
sentation to the Commerce
Ministry.
Similar apprehensionswere

expressedbyanumberof small
units at theManesar auto hub,
on the outskirts of the national
capital, which too partially re-
sumed operations onMonday.
Theysaidthatevenasthedistrict
administrationwasencouraging
them to restart, authorities

CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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PAKHASREMOVED
LAKHVI FROM
TERRORWATCHLIST,
SAYSREPORT
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PVAIDYANATHANIYER
NEWDELHI, APRIL21

AS THE Centre and states jostle
overandgrapplewithstrategies
for a staggered exit from the
lockdown, thecountryseems—
for the first time in 40 years —
headedforaneconomiccontrac-
tion in2020-21.
If that happens, it won’t be

unique to India — the IMF ex-
pects theCovidpandemic tose-
verely impactgrowthacross re-

gions in its latest World
EconomicOutlook.Itexpectsthe
US economy to shrink 5.9 per
cent and the global economy to
decelerate3percent.
It’sexactlythreeweekssince

the new financial year com-
menced in India, and just a day
since the Central government

extended relaxations for re-
sumptionofeconomicactivities
ingreenzonesandnon-hotspots
— regions where there are no
positive cases andwhere cases
are limited, respectively.
With tax revenues severely

hitandborrowingcostsshooting
CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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Energy major
Schlumberger
withdraws job
offers to fresh
IIT graduates

RITIKACHOPRA
NEWDELHI, APRIL21

HAMMEREDBYtheglobaldrop
inoildemandduetoCovidshut-
downs and an oil price war, a
premium recruiter working in
oilfield services haswithdrawn
its job offers to graduating stu-
dentsacrosstheIndianInstitutes
of Technology (IITs).
Schlumberger, the world’s

largest oil-field-services com-
pany,wrotetotheIITsonApril6
that it had decided to “reduce
andwithdraw some internship
andgraduatejobopportunities”
in abid toadjust to the “sudden
reduction” in “customers
spend”.
“Wewillpersonallycommu-

nicate our decision to each stu-
dentwhoisaffectedbythisdeci-
sion,” said the letter byGautam
Reddy,ManagingDirector, India
andBangladesh, Schlumberger.
Schlumberger is the second

multinational company to re-
voke its IIT joboffers.As first re-
portedbyTheIndianExpresson
April4,GartnerInc,US-basedre-
search and advisory firm, was
the first to rescind its offer to 11
students across IIT-Delhi, IIT-
Kanpurand IIT-Madras.
Gartner’swithdrawal, com-

municated on March 30, was
seen as an early warning sign
across campuses,with IITs fear-
ingmanymorecompanieswould
rethink their placement offers.
HRDMinisterRameshPokhriyal

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

WorkonKharar-Mohali flyoverrestartedTuesday. JasbirMalhi

‘PANDEMICWOULD
BECONSIDERED
EXTINGUISHEDONLY
WHEN IT SUBSIDES
WORLDWIDE’
VKPAUL
MEMBER (HEALTH), NITI AAYOG

THE EXPRESS
INTERVIEW

P7

THEINDIANeconomy
wasalreadyslowingfor
twoyearswhentheCovid
pandemichit theworld.
WiththeCentrestaringat
a largerevenueshockdue
tothelockdownand
India’ssovereignrating
justanotchabove ‘specu-
lative’grade, thegovern-
menthaslittle fiscalroom
togivealargestimulus.
Unlikeothercrises,apan-
demicresults inadeep
economicshock,but is
normallyfollowedbya
strongrecovery.

Ridingthe
stormE●EX
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D

CORONACOUNT

603
DEATHS

3,260RECOVERED

4,62,621sampleshavebeen
testedasonApril21

18,985
CASES

After complaints, ICMR tells states
not to use rapid tests for two days

GDPtoshrink0.4%
thisyear:Goldman
Sachs,Nomura; IMF
predictsV-shaped
recoveryin2021-22

THE BIG QUESTION
MARKS
■Consumerbehaviour
post-lockdown
■Destructionof
demand; job losses,
salarycuts
■Fearof infection
■ Socialdistancing
■Riskaversionat
firm/individual level
■Depthofgovt
interventionwith
limitedfiscal space
■RBIsupporton
monetaryandcredit

NOFALL IN RETAIL
FUEL PRICEPAGE 13

Economyheaded for contraction,
less fiscal space for big stimulus

Industry says
facing Covid
penalty threat,
asks Centre for
clarification

OPEN: RETAIL SHOPS
OF FANS&BOOKS

ASSUMMERsets in
andacademicsessions
remainparalysed, the
HomeMinistry issued
anorderonTuesday
evening including
shopssellingelectric
fansandbooksunder
thecategoryof those
exemptfromthe
shutdown. Inthered
zones,however, the
openingof theseshops
willbesubject tothe
ordersof the local
administration.

Central teams say
Bengal not helping;
Maharashtra wants
trains for migrants

EXPLAINED

WHYU.S.OILBENCHMARK
FELLBELOWZERO
PAGE11

New Delhi



THESECONDPAGE2 WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIANEXPRESS,WEDNESDAY,APRIL22,2020

Penalty threat
hinted at punitive action if any
workertestedpositiveforcoron-
avirus.
Initslettertothegovernment,

the CII (Confederation of Indian
Industry)said,“Localadministra-
tions are insisting that therewill
be criminal chargeon theestab-
lishmentswith order for three
months shutdown if anyone in
theestablishment is found tobe
testing positive. Establishments
canbeheldresponsibleforviolat-
ingspatialorsanitarynorms,but
not if someone in the company
gets COVID. This needs to be
clearlydirected fromtheCentral
toallstategovernments.”
The Engineering Export

PromotionCouncilofIndia,which
has13,000membersacrossIndia,
saidonly10-15%ofthemwerein
theprocessofopeningupopera-
tions,while40-50%areawaiting
permits fromstates. “But, even if
thesecompaniesgetpermission,
they are hesitant to start and
might hold back until they get
clarityonwhetherthisclause(for
punitive action) is explained,
deleted or enforced,” Chairman
RaviSehgalsaid.
Sucha clause couldmakeef-

forts to restart operations in ex-
port-oriented sectors a “non
starter”,especiallyformicro,small
and medium enterprises
(MSMEs),headded.“Wecanfol-
lowalltheguidelinessetforthby
theHomeMinistry,butpenalties
orpunishmentforowners inthe
eventacaseisfoundshouldbere-
moved. Instead, thegovernment
shouldcooperatewithsuchown-
ers further to take corrective ac-
tion.”
Owners of small businesses

are also concerned over the in-
structiontoofferresidentialfacil-
ities toworkers, so as to ensure
theyarenotexposedtothevirus,
sayingthismightnotbepossible
forthemunlikelargerunits.
KERaghunathan,aChennai-

basedSMEownerandformerna-
tional president of the All India
Manufacturers’ Organisation,
asked how the factory owners
weresupposedtomakearrange-
ments forworkers to stayon the
premiseswithno shopopen for
supplyofevenbedding.
In its representation to the

Commerce Ministry Tuesday,
seen by The Indian Express, the
Gems and Jewellery Export
PromotionCouncilsaiditwasnot
rightforafactoryownertobeheld
responsible for aworker getting
infected as this couldhavehap-
penedduringnon-workinghours
orathome.“AnFIRwillbelodged
againsttheownerandthefactory
sealed for 14-28 days,” it said,
quoting from the directives.
“Therefore factory owners are
scared.Itisadeterrentforunitsto
startfunctioning.”

Trump
immigration into the United
States!”TrumppostedonTwitter
Tuesdaymorning.
Lastweek,morethan5.2mil-

lionAmericanworkersjoinedthe
tally of unemployed. The latest
figures from the US Labor
Departmentbringsthefour-week
total of unemployed toabout22
million, roughly thenetnumber
of jobs created in a nine-and-a-
half-yearstretchthatbeganafter
thelastrecession.
Trump’s move also comes

daysafterForeignSecretaryHarsh
VardhanShringlaraisedtheissue
of extension of H1B visas of
IndiansstuckintheUSbecauseof
the lockdown. External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankarhadearlier
asked US Secretary of State
MichaelRPompeotoextendvisas
ofIndianstudentsandskilledpro-
fessionalsstrandedintheUS.The
UShadagreedtotherequests.
In India, NASSCOM, which

representstheITandBPOindus-
try, tweetedonTuesday: “NASS-
COM seeks details on the
ExecutiveOrder of thePresident
of theUnited States suspending
immigrationtemporarily.”
The number of Indians and

IndianAmericansintheUSises-
timated at around 4 million,
whichaccounts for almost 1per
cent of the country’s population
and includes a large number of
professionals,entrepreneursand
educationistswith considerable
influence inUSpolity, economy
andsociety.
TheUSisalsooneofthemost

favoured destinations of Indian
students for higher education.
Morethan2lakhIndiansarecur-
rentlypursuingvariouscoursesin
the country. In 2019, about 9.8
lakh Indians received US visas
across categories, including
43,000inthestudentcategory.
TheNewYork Times reported

that a formal order temporarily
barring the provision of new
greencardsandworkvisascould
come as early as the next few
days.Thereportsaidtheadminis-
trationwouldno longerapprove
anyapplications fromforeigners
to live andwork in theUS for an
undeterminedperiodof time.
Thenumberofvisasissuedto

foreigners looking to immigrate
to theUShas declinedby about
25percentinthepastthreeyears,
from617,752 in2016 to462,422
inthe2019fiscalyear, itsaid.
Of the H1B visa holders,

Indiansareoneofthebiggestben-
eficiaries. In 2019 fiscal year,
2,78,491 Indianswere granted
H1Bvisas out of 3,88,403—71.7
percent.

IIT job offers
and IIT-DelhiDirectorRamgopal
Raohadevenpublicly appealed
tocompanies inthe firstweekof
Aprilnottowithdrawoffers.
Schlumberger’s decisionhas

affectedatleastonestudentatIIT-
Delhi,whowas offered a junior
fieldengineerrole,andoneatIIT-
Bombay.TheIIT-Kanpurstudent,
who had secured a job at
Schlumberger PuneTechnology
Centre(PUTC),hasbeenoffereda
similar profile at Schlumberger
Pune Indian Technology Centre
(PITC) at a lower paypackage. A
similar offer is learned to have
beenmade to a student at IIT-
Madras.
ParagDeshpande,vice-chair-

person of the Career
Development Centre at IIT-
Kharagpur,said,“Weweremade
someoffers (by Schlumberger).
Asondate,noneoftheofferswere
revoked.” When asked if IIT-
KharagpurhadreceivedtheApril
6 letter, he added, “Thatwas a
generic email.Wehaven’t heard
backfromthem.”
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress

Tuesday, Reddy confirmed that
offersmade to students at IITs
standcancelled. “Last Friday, our
globalCEO(whileannouncingthe
first quarter 2020 results) had
clearlysaid inNorthAmericawe
expectourcustomerspendtogo
downby40%andgloballyby15%.
It’sunprecedented.”
“Wehavealongstandingrela-

tionshipwith the IITs. I am from
IIT-Bombay. Recruiting from IITs
is a continuousprocess forus.At
this point in time,whenwe are
doingbusiness restructuring, it’s
just not fair for our current em-
ployees(tohiremorepeople),”he
added.Askedwhatthismeansfor
joboffersmadetoIITstudentsthis
year,hesaid,“Asofnowwehave
withdrawnthem. If thebusiness
climate changes,wewill be the
firsttoreachoutto(students)who
have been filtered through the
whole(recruitment)process.”

Central teams
inthestateonMonday,gotoff to
a rocky start. While the north
Bengal teamcouldnotmoveout
the entire day on Tuesday, the
teaminKolkatasteppedoutinthe
morningonlytobetoldbypolice
tomakeaU-turn.
Sources said the teamwas

scheduledtoholdameetingwith
ChiefSecretaryRajivaSinhaat11
am,whichwascancelled.
Finally,itwasonlyaround4.30

pm,afterSinhahelda30-minute
meetingwiththeCentralteamat
theBSFguesthouseatGurusaday
Road,where theyhavebeenput

up,thattheteammemberswere
able to visit parts of the city, in-
cluding Jadavpurandpart of EM
Bypass,with police andBSF es-
cortingthem.
OnMonday,thedaytheteam

landed,themembershadvisited
theofficeoftheNationalInstitute
ofCholeraandEntericDiseasesin
thecityandheldameetingwith
the Chief Secretary atNabanna,
thestatesecretariat.
Apurva Chandra, Additional

Secretary,DepartmentofDefence
and leader of the five-member
team in Kolkata, told ANI: “We
met the Chief Secretary last
evening at around 6 pm in
Nabanna.Wewere assured that
wewill againhaveameeting to-
dayandwewillbetakenaround.
Buttodaywewereinformedthat
therearesomeissuesandwewill
notbegoingout.”
“The order of deployment

says the state government shall
provide logistic support to us. I
havebeenintouchwiththechief
secretarysinceyesterdayseeking
support from the state govern-
ment to visit areas. In fact, we
madeitveryclearthatwewillgo
around onlywith state govern-
ment liaisonofficers.Wewould
like toadd that teamshavegone
to other places like Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra and
Rajasthanandtheyaregettingfull
support from the state govern-
mentsandalltheteamsarework-
ing.Theyhavealsobeengiventhe
samenotice as the state govern-
mentofWestBengal.Buttheyare
active andhavenot facedprob-
lems,”Chandrasaid.
The teamwas later provided

a liaison officer by the state, fol-
lowingwhich itvisited5-6areas
inKolkata.Theteam,however,did
not step out from the car for a
physicalinspection.“Thiswasjust

avisualtourofhowwellthelock-
down is being implemented in
the city,” said a teammember,
who spoke on the condition of
anonymity. Asked about the
team’s first impression of the
lockdown implementation, the
membersaid,“Itseemed90%ef-
fective.”
The team did not give any

feedbacktothestategovernment
afterthevisualtour.Accordingto
sources,theteamhasspecifically
requested theChief Secretary to
arrange for a visit toCOVIDhos-
pitals, quarantine centres and
containment zones. “No assur-
anceshavebeenmadeonthatre-
quest,”themembersaid.
In Siliguri, the five-member

Central teamledbyVineet Joshi,
Additional Secretary, HRD
Ministry, remained stationed at
theguesthouseoftheShashastra
SenaBal.Tillreportslastcamein,
theywereunabletomoveout.
During his evening press

briefing, Chief Secretary Sinha
said theadministrationwas“co-
operating”with the teams, but
also reminded that the Central
teamsshouldhave informedthe
state of their arrival in a “proper
manner”. “We provided them
withall the information.Webe-
lieve in cooperatonbetween the
Central and state government.
However, it is notwise toblame
only the state. Both sides should
showdiscipline,”saidSinha.
OntheteamatNorthBengal,

Sinhasaid,“Ispokewiththeteam
anumberoftimes..thereisapro-
tocol. If a Central team comes,
theywill have tomeet theChief
Secretary.Wehopedtheywould
firstmeet us and thenmove to
North Bengal. The protocol has
beenbreached.”
When asked about Union

HomeSecretaryAjayBhalla’slet-

ter,askinghimtocomplywiththe
MHAorder,Sinhasaid,“Everyone
isbusynow.Weareco-operating.
Butwe cannot leave everything
and move around with the
Centralteams.”
Meanwhile, Chief Minister

MamataBanerjeehit the streets
of Kolkata Tuesday afternoon,
speaking intoa loudspeakerand
askingpeoplenot toventureout
of theirhomes.
In Indore,Madhya Pradesh,

thecentralteamtoldthelocalad-
ministrationtoincreasethenum-
berofbedsinhospitalsforCOVID
19patients,shouldtheneedarise.

(INPUTS FROM ENS
MUMBAI,BHOPAL,DELHI)

Covid battle
hardship.We have to keep the
virus transmissionunder check
andensurethatnonewpeaksap-
pear.JuneandJulywilltestourre-
solve.”
Theliftingofthelockdownaf-

terMay3wouldbea“phasedand
nuancedaffair”,hesaid.
DrPaul,a formerprofessorof

paediatricsatAIIMS,isoneofthe
most important people in the
planning and execution of the
government’s COVIDmanage-
ment plan. Apart fromhis posi-
tion in theNITI Aayog, he chairs
the EmpoweredGroup consti-
tuted by theMinistry of Home
Affairsonthemedicalemergency
managementplan,andisamem-
berof theEmpoweredGroupon
strategicissuesrelatedtothelock-
down,whichisheadedbyHome
SecretaryAjayBhalla— theonly
personwho is a part of the two
EmpoweredGroups.
DrPaulisalsoco-chair—along

with Principal Scientific Adviser
to the Prime Minister K
VijayRaghavan—of a task force
thatcoordinatingamongscience

agencies, scientists, industries,
and regulatory bodies to take
speedydecisionsonresearchand
developmentrelatedtotheSARS-
CoV-2 virus and the COVID-19
disease. “An empowered task
forceismakingsurethatallefforts
aremade to develop an indige-
nous vaccine in thenear future.
Indiawill notmiss anyopportu-
nity tobe theglobalhub forvac-
cinedevelopmentandmanufac-
turing,”DrPaulsaid.

UAPA
FIR.Hesaidtheaccusedwereini-
tiallybookedunderSections147,
148,149and120BoftheIPC.Later,
police had addedSections 124A
(sedition),302(murder),307(at-
tempttomurder),and153A(pro-
motingenmitybetweendifferent
groups on grounds of religion,
etc.).
Zargar hadbeen arrested on

April13,withpoliceclaimingshe
wasamongthosewhoorganised
an anti-Citizenship
(Amendment) Act protest and
roadblockadeundertheJafrabad
Metro Station in Delhi on
February22-23. Theprotest had
led to a pro-CAA rally by Kapil
Mishra and his supporters, fol-
lowingwhich riots broke out in
thedistrict.
Akramsaidhehadfiledabail

applicationforHaider,whichwas
listedforhearingonMonday.“But
after we were informed that
UAPAchargeshavebeenslapped
againstHaider,wewithdrewthe
bailapplicationandwillfileitata
laterstage,oncewrittencommu-
nication is receivedfrompolice,”
hesaid,addingthatHaideriscur-
rently in judicial custody. Zargar,
too, is injudicialcustody.
Sources told The Indian

Express that one of the reasons
police invoked theUAPAagainst

thetwois“allegedlinkswiththe
Popular Front of India (PFI)”.
“More arrests are likely in the
coming days,” an officer said.
Sections13,15,16,17and18ofthe
UAPA(dealingwithterroristacts
or funding) have been invoked
againstthem.
Accordingtopolice,theinitial

FIRwas registered onMarch 6
basedoninformationprovidedby
an informer to sub-inspector
Arvind Kumar of the narcotics
unit of theCrimeBranch. Asper
theFIR,Kumarsaidthe informer
toldhimthattheFebruary23-25
communalviolenceinNortheast
Delhiwas a “premeditated con-
spiracy”, allegedly hatched by
Khalid,Danishandtwoothersas-
sociatedwithdifferentorganisa-
tions.
“Khalid allegedly gave

provocative speeches at twodif-
ferentplacesandappealedtothe
citizens to come out on streets
and block the roads during the
visit of US President Donald
Trump to spreadpropaganda at
theinternationallevelabouthow
minoritiesinIndiaarebeingper-
secuted,”theFIRstates.
Kumarhas alleged in the FIR

that as part of the conspiracy,
firearms,petrolbombs,acidbot-
tles and stoneswere stored at
homes inKardampuri, Jafrabad,
Chand Bagh, Gokulpuri, Shiv
Viharandnearbyareas. “Theco-
accused,Danish,wasgiventhere-
sponsibilitytogatherpeoplefrom
differentplacestotakepartinthe
violence...Womenand children
weremadetoblocktheroadsun-
dertheJafrabadMetroStationon
February 23 to create tension
amidst theneighbourhoodpeo-
ple. On the sameday, schools of
minoritychildren(were)vacated
under their premeditated con-
spiracy,”theFIRstates.
AftertheSpecialInvestigation

TeamoftheSpecialCelltookover
theprobetolookintothealleged
conspiracy,ZargarandHaidertoo
werebooked.
Since the lockdownwas an-

nounced, fourpeoplehavebeen
arrested by the SIT for the
February riots—Zargar, Haider,
formerCongresscouncillorIshrat
JahanandactivistKhalidSaifi.
In a tweet on April 20, the

DelhiPolicewrote:“Whileinves-
tigating Jamia andNE riot cases,
Delhi Policehasdone its job sin-
cerelyandimpartially.Allarrests
havebeenmadebasedonscien-
tificandforensicevidence.”

Rapid tests
that theRT-PCR is the ‘goldstan-
dard’forCOVID-19diagnosis.
Aheadofthegradualliftingof

the lockdown, the serological
testsweretobeusedinhotspots,
totestthepopulation-levelexpo-
sure.OnApril4, theICMRhadis-
sued an advisory to start rapid
testsinhighdensitysettings.
The rapid test, which uses

blood samples insteadof swabs,
checks for thenovel coronavirus
(SARS-CoV2) by ascertaining
whether the person has devel-
opedantibodiesagainstit.Ittakes
less than30minutes. The swab
test,ontheotherhand,comprises
twosteps—ascreeningtestanda
confirmatorytest—andtakes8-
9 hours. However, there have
beenconcernsabouttheaccuracy
ofrapidtests.
Whilemost of the rapid test

kitsarepartofthebatchreceived
by the Centre from China last
week, some states had alsopro-
curedthesekitsontheirown.
Gangakhedkar said that if

most of the kits are found to be
faulty,theICMRwouldaskforre-
placements.
Meanwhile,with 1,329new

cases and 44 deaths being re-
ported in the last 24 hours, the
tally is now18,985 cases (3,259
recovered)and603deaths.Sofar,
4,62,621 samples have been
tested,including26,943inthelast
24hours.
While four districts—Mahe

(Puducherry), Kodagu
(Karnataka), Pauri Garhwal
(Uttarakhand) and Pratapgarh
(Rajasthan)—havenot reported

anynewcase in the last 28days,
61 districts, spread across 23
statesandUTs,havenotreported
anynewcase in the last 14days.
Four new districts have been
added to this list: Latur,
Osmanabad,HingoliandWashim
inMaharashtra.
In its advisory earlier this

month, the ICMRhadsaid: “Asa
matter of abundant precaution,
allsymptomaticinfluenzalikeill-
ness (ILI) persons should be ad-
vised home quarantine for 14
days. At facility level, sympto-
matic ILI individuals tobe tested
usingrapidantibodytests.”
It said that if the test is posi-

tive, “after clinical assessment,
treatmentinhospitalorisolation
asperprotocol.Actionasperpro-
tocol to be initiated for contact
tracing.Ifsymptomsworsen,refer
todesignatedCOVID-19hospitals.
When home quarantine is not
feasible, consider facility-based
quarantine”.
The World Health

Organisation (WHO), however,
hassaidthattherapidtestshould
beusedonly in researchsettings
andnotforthepurposeofcontrol-
lingtheepidemicinthefield.
Meanwhile, the Health

Ministry has tried to allay fears
over thehighnumberof asymp-
tomatic cases by quoting the
WHO,whichsaysthatthereisno
documented case of asympto-
matictransmissionsofar.
Dr Gangakhedkar said that

69%ofCOVID-19patientsinIndia
havebeenasymptomatic so far;
theyweretestedbecauseofcon-
tacthistoryorothercriteria.
In a statement, the Health

Ministry said: “The Council of
ScientificandIndustrialResearch
(CSIR)islaunchingarandomised,
blinded, two arms, active com-
parator-controlledclinicaltrialto
evaluate drug efficacy to reduce
mortalityincriticallyillCOVID-19
patients.Giventhesimilaritiesbe-
tweentheclinicalcharacteristics
ofpatientssufferingfromCOVID-
19andGram-negativesepsis,the
DrugsControllerGeneralofIndia
(DCGI)hasapprovedthetrialand
itwillsoonbegininmultiplehos-
pitals.” The government also
planstocarryoutaphonesurvey
of about 2 crore people to esti-
matethespreadofCOVID-19.

Madhubani
footpath.Duetothedisease,there
wasverylittleworkanyway,and
Iwasrunningoutoffoodsupplies
andmoney. Ionlyhadenoughto
survive twodays. I didn’t know
whowouldfeedme,”hesays.
AsSamirulandtheothermen

traversed across towns and vil-
lages,emptyhighwaysandroads,
theywereonlystoppedbypolice
for temperature checks, and
sometimesevenofferedfood.“No
one stopped us, they knewwe
hadnowheretogoexcepthome.
Thepolicemenhavehomes and
families,afterall.Somewoulduse
amachinetocheckforfever,oth-
erswouldtelluswheretogetfood
— sometimes outside a school
nearby. Police and volunteers
wouldtellus tosit farawayfrom
eachotherandeat.Police toldus
that we shouldn’t go home
straightaway.Theytoldustocall
the villagepradhanand tell him
wewereenroute,sowecouldbe
kept away fromeveryone for 14
days. Therewere somany of us
thatwe found support in each
other—wewereneithersadnor
bored.Haste-gaate pahuch gaye
Darbhanga tak (We laughedand
sangourwaytoDarbhanga),”says
Samirul.
For three-four hours, at a

stretch,thegroupwouldridethe
cart, andthenstopforwaterand
foodor to rest. AfterDarbhanga,
many of them went towards
Samastipur,whileSamirulcycled
alone tillhisvillage. “Mywork in
Delhiissuchthatthesundoesn’t
sting, sweat doesn’t botherme
and Idon’t tireeasily.Weare the
thelawalas of Sadar Bazaar;we
have endured far harsher chal-
lenges,”hesays.
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Economy headed for contraction
upbyalmost200basispoints,
some states want amore ag-
gressiveopeningup,butitwill
beawhilebefore theCentre is
confident to let themdo so. In
lessthanamonth,thevirushas
madeitswayinto408districts
(about 55 per cent of all dis-
tricts), and the Centre is keen
to put itsweight behind gains
fromcontainmentinthetrade-
offbetweeneconomiclossand
spreadof thepandemic.
Asfarasthedirecthit tothe

economyisconcerned,anecon-
omistwhointeractswithsenior
government officials onpolicy
issues, said, “Basic calculation
suggests that loss of 23 full
workingdays(excludingweek-
ends)duetolockdowninthisfi-
nancial year beginningApril 1
will knock off thatmuch, ap-
proximately 6.5 per cent, from
totaloutput.”Inotherwords,he
said,theIndianeconomywillal-
mostcertainlyshrink.
But even that’s onlyonpa-

per.
“It isquitedifficulttoassess

how the economywill react
when the lights, which were
turnedoffMarch24midnight,
and remain so for 40 days (al-
most sixweeks), are switched
onagain,”aseniorofficialsaid.
Therearemanyvariables:con-
sumer behaviour post lock-
down,fearof infection,persist-
ence of social distancing, risk
aversionatfirmandindividual
level,thepandemiccurveitself,
and finally the depth and
breadth of government inter-
vention through fiscal meas-
ures, and RBI support on the
monetaryandcredit front.
It is this huge uncertainty

and “hysteresis” (the un-
knownsgoingforwardonhow
the pandemic will play out),
which render the exercise of
makingprojectionsirrelevant.
“In themiddle of a storm, it is
hard tomakeanyassessment,
because the task at hand is to
ride thestorm.Anykindof ac-

curacywillbemisleading,”the
officialtoldTheIndianExpress,
withoutwishingtobenamed.
Forinstance,GoldmanSachs

EconomicsResearchrevisedits
India projections thrice since
February2019whenitbelieved
India’s real GDPwould grow6
percentin2020-21.Mid-March,
thiswasrevisedto5.2percent,
on April 7 to 1.6 per cent and,
within 10 days, on April 16, it
presented a recessionary out-
look: Indiawill contract0.4per
centinthecurrentfinancialyear.
Global financial services firm,
Nomura, said the direct eco-
nomiclossduetothelockdown
islikelytobearound7.5percent
ofGDP,estimatingtheeconomy
tocontract0.4percentthisyear.
Andcertainly,thiswillnotbe

their lastprojection,withmore
than 11 months to go. But
GoldmanSachsexpectsasharp
recovery in the second half of
thecurrentfinancialyearitself.It
expectsthelockdown—which
isamongthemostrestrictivein
theregion—toreducetherateof
new infections over the next
four-sixweeks.
A flatteningof the infection

curve, its adaptation by con-
sumers and businesses, com-
binedwithcontinuationofeas-
ier fiscal,monetary, and credit
policies,shouldsetthestagefor
a recovery starting the third
quarter, itsays.
IMF,ontheotherhand,esti-

matesasharpV-shapedrecov-
ery in 2021-22 to 7.4 per cent
comparedwith 1.9 per cent in
2020-21.“Unlikeafinancialcri-
sis or natural disaster, a pan-
demiccausesadeepshock,and
isfollowedbyastrongrecovery,
buttheremaybesomeperma-
nent loss of output,” anecono-
mistsaid.
Theimpactofanalmostsix-

week lockdown until May 3,
with the persistence of social
distancing thereafter, and the
knock-on effect of these two,
willmost likely see the Indian

economydeceleratein2020-21,
saidanotheranalystwithalead-
ing global financial services
group. “After the lockdown is
lifted, it will definitely not be
business-as-usual. A sudden
stopincashflowshasputsmall
enterprisesunder tremendous
pressure, with many on the
verge of bankruptcy,” the ana-
lystsaid.
“Salary cuts and job losses

intheorganizedsectorwillad-
versely impact discretionary
spending by individuals.
Consumption,whichisalmost
60per cent of GDP,will be se-
verely hit. At the consumer
level,discretionarypurchases,
shopping inmalls, eating out,
movie halls, travel, and home
purchases, may not be forth-
coming,” said another econo-
mistwithaleadinginvestment
bank.
Atthefirmlevel,proprietor-

ships,micro,miniandsmallen-
terprises,will firstwant to re-
couptheirlosses(havinghadto
endure12monthsofcostson10
monthsof revenues),andbuild
anesteggtoensuretheyarenot
adversely hit again. This is one
big income shock, the econo-
mistsaid.
While big corporateswith

strongbalance sheetsmaynot
faceproblemsofcredit,fewwill
bekeentoinvestbecauseofthe
demand collapse. “Companies
will firstwant to clear their in-
ventoryanditwillbeawhilebe-
fore they start even thinkingof
fresh investment. Medium-
sizedcompanieswill finditdif-
ficulttogetcreditgiventherisk-
aversionamongstbanks,which
continuetobesaddledwithbad
loans, andareprobably staring
atmoredefaults,” said another
expertwhoalso interactswith
thegovernmentclosely.
Theopinionwithinthegov-

ernment,andamongthosewho
advise the government, is also
dividedon thequantumof fis-
calstimulusgoingforward.

The first fiscal packagewas
minimal,justabout0.8percent
of the GDP, with some cash
transfersandfoodsupply,tothe
most vulnerable. “Thepolitical
leadership understands the
problem, but is still unable to
quantifyit.Manydemandshave
beenmade,fromwagesupport
to a package for the corporate
sector,butdoesthegovernment
havethefiscalspace?Itdoesn’t,”
saidanofficial,whodidnotwish
tobenamed.
A line of argument,within

the government, is that these
are extraordinary times, and
the Centre must take a cue
fromthehugestimulusdevel-
opedeconomieshavepledged.
“ManySMEsmayjustgooutof
business... Only the govern-
ment can spend, and leaning
on the side of fiscal prudence,
especially when lockdown is
crucialtopreventthespreadof
infection, may do irreparable
damage,” said one of the ana-
lysts.
But a government official

said that India, unfortunately,
cannot spend like developed
economies.“WithaBBB-sover-
eign rating,we still are invest-
ment grade. And unlike 2008
whenthegovernment’sfiscwas
inorderanditcouldmanageto
giveamassivestimulus,itdoes-
n’t have the cushionnow.One
notchbelowBBB-,andIndiawill
slip into ‘speculative’graderat-
ing,”hesaid.
Asthegovernmentprepares

asecondfiscalpackage,officials
said,itisalsoacutelyawarethat
itsownrevenueswill takeahit
of about 2-3 per cent of GDP.
“This itself will require the
Centretoborrowmore.Theidea
willbetrytoprotectthevulner-
ablegroups,minimisejoblosses,
keepthefinancialsystemstable,
andpreventfirmclosures.Itwill
besharplyfocused,” theofficial
said, suggesting itmay not be
thesprawlingsafetynextmany
haveaskedfor.
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HowtheUSoilprices
crashed
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In today’sepisodeof the3Thingspodcast,
wetakea lookatwhat ledtotheUSoil
pricescrashingandwhether thiswill
impact India
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THE Ambience Group is well-known for
its remarkable hospitality and generos-
ity towards social causes. In the current

scenario when the threat of COVID-19 is still
looming large,the Group has launched a series
of initiatives to help the poor and needy of the
society and serve the Indian medical frater-
nity in all possible ways.

Approximately, 500 employees, forming
the Group's workforce, including labourers
across the various construction sites ofAmbi-
ence Group, are being taken care of in every
possible way.

They are not only being provided with dry
rations, but also there are a few nodal
kitchens being set up to arrange for cooked
foods as well. Soap cakes are also being dis-
tributed along with daily training on hygiene
and maintaining social distancing effectively.

The Group has also been engaged in help-
ing the NGOs by providing rations to them in
Gurugram city as well as people who are run-
ning community kitchens.

The Group's iconic hotel, The Leela Ambi-
ence Hotel, CBD, Delhi, has come forward to
help the medical community at this hour of
need when many doctors are staying away

from their families so as to curb the spread of
the contagious COVID-19 disease among
their family members.

The hotel has set a benchmark for other
Hospitality groups by following the credo of
"Nation First" while providing all the required
and necessary facilities to the doctors who are
staying at its premises.

The LeelaAmbience Hotel,CBD,Delhi, has
over 160 rooms which have been provided to
the doctors who are taking care of COVID-19
patients across hospitals in Delhi.

There is a special task force of over 60 em-
ployees of the hotel who are operating round-
the-clock and taking care of the doctors under
a special SOP.They expect the count to rise to
200 rooms within this weekend.

The rooms and other common areas are
regularly sanitised to make them safer and
hygienic. Every staff is being checked regu-
larly for symptoms related to the disease.

The doctors are currently working in shifts
and for 14 days only,after which they are be-
ing quarantined for the next 14 days. In such a
case, a hotel becomes their home, their life
and being away from their families becomes
an act of kindness.
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In the current situation, what CSR
measures have you taken to help
our society, especially the impover-
ished sections.
■ Assisting the district administration in

handling the COVID-19 situation by of-
fering bed space to quarantine in-
fected/suspected persons, in our
residential project sites.

■ Formed a sanitisation squad to sanitise
colonies, markets etc., and offered the
same to the district administration free
of cost. The squad sanitises infested ar-
eas using Sodium Hypochlorite solu-
tion as per the guidelines of the district
administration.

■ Contributed to the Chief Minister
Relief Fund.

■ Contributed for running COVID-19
community kitchen.

■ Providing food, shelter, medicines and
other essentials to the migrant labour-
ers free of cost at our sites.These work-
ers are like an extended family & we
are taking full care of them.

What steps have you taken to en-
sure safety of your employees at
your sites and buildings?
We are taking all safety precautions.We
are ensuring adequate social distancing
at all our sites, all our essential services
are functioning in shifts, and are conduct-
ing all our daily meetings through video
conferencing.
In what ways are you ensuring that
your buildings and societies remain
sanitised to help stop the spread of
Covid-19?
■ Supertech is carrying out continuous

sanitisation work effectively in all our
societies. Sanitisation, cleanliness and

hygiene is given the top priority.
■ Outsiders are not allowed in our com-

plexes. With utmost precaution, daily
essentials are being delivered to the
door step.

■ Infra-red digital thermometer is being
used to check for fever of persons
crossing security gate of our

complexes.
■ Hand sanitiser is provided in all our

premises.

What payment and other benefits
will you be providing to buyers
who are currently interested in
buying a property?

Currently, we’re providing customers
benefits in the form of allowing credit of
double the booking amount received,
subject to maximum of certain percent-
age of total amount, depending on the
project he selects.The customer will get a
receipt for double the booking amount
that he paid against a property booked
during the lockdown period. In case the
customer wants to cancel the booking af-
ter lifting the lockdown, he will be re-
funded the amount deposited by him
without any deduction.

In addition, there are attractive pay-
ment plans that the customer can choose,
including interest-free homes, where a
bank loan is not needed at the time of
booking.

Are you also extending the benefits
of moratorium or deferred pay-
ments on EMIs for customers who
have their payments due in this cur-
rent cycle?
Benefits of moratorium are allowed by
banks which have given housing loans.

What are the challenges cur-
rently faced by the medical
community?
Currently, frontline warriors like doctors
and nurses are at the maximum risk of
contracting the infection, irrespective
of all the preventive measures that are
there in place. Our government has
been very proactive, decisive and pro-
vided us with all the necessary equip-
ment like PPEs and masks to ensure our
safety. The hospital administration is
also proactively testing healthcare
workers who are showing symptoms of
the disease.The government should en-
sure that healthcare facilities are not
overwhelmed like it has happened in
the US and Italy, and secondly, ensure
that a lot of people don’t get infected at
the same time. Also, I would want
to advise people to maintain social
distancing, excellent hygiene and
stay at home.

How emotionally challenging it
is to stay away from your family?
Given that we work round the clock
being at the epicentre of the disease, it
is obviously the right thing to stay away
from our families. The anxiety about

their well-being is always on our minds.
However, it is expected of us to step up
to such challenges and overcome them
and that is what I expect out of health-
care professionals.

What is plasma treatment?
Plasma treatment involves using
plasma, which is rich in antibodies,
from a recovered COVID-19 patient to
infuse it into an actively sick person to
temporarily help that sick person fight
the infection more effectively.The treat-
ment hasn’t been approved yet and has
had limited success as of now around
the world.

What’s the current infection rate in
the country?
If you see the daily or weekly reports, it is
true that the number of cases is gradually
rising. However, the doubling time of
these cases has come down after the lock-
down. Earlier, the doubling time was four
days and now it is seven days. This has
given us time to put sufficient measures
in place. The curve is relatively flat and
thankfully we haven’t seen any large
spikes yet as was the case in New York,
Spain and Italy.With increase in testing of
samples, new cases will definitely emerge.

Are there any researches being
done in India regarding medication
for COVID-19?
Some drugs along with Hydroxychloro-
quine are being used for the treatment of
COVID-19 patients.A lot of research is on-
going in the realm of Repurposed Drugs
to find a possible solution to this disease.
Currently, there are more than 20 vaccines
that are being tried by different compa-
nies. In India, Serum Institute of India and
Cadila Healthcare are also working on
finding a vaccine. However, to develop a
vaccine, it will at least take a year or so af-
ter it has passed multiple drug trials, effi-
cacy, safety and then only mass produc-
tion will happen.

How long are the lockdowns to stay
in the country?
The problem with lifting the lockdown is
that a lot of travel will happen, resulting
in more people getting infected. This has
happened in Singapore as well.The lifting
of the lockdown has to be looked at in a
wholesome manner to avoid the resur-
gence of cases as well as to ensure the
stability of our economy.

People are apprehensive nowadays

to visit a hospital because of the
obvious fear factor. How are you
addressing that?
The government and the healthcare pro-
fessionals realised this long-time back
that if you have COVID and non-COVID
patients together there’s a high chance of
infections getting increased in that area.
The similar thing happened in Italy as
well. At AIIMS, the Trauma Centre is cur-
rently a COVID hospital, and all other non-
COVID patients have been shifted to the

main hospital inAnsari Nagar.The staff at
the hospitals are also separate. The
hospitals are taking enough measures
to ensure safety of non-COVID patients so
as to minimise the risk of infection among
these patients.

What kind of professional chal-
lenges are doctors currently facing?
This infection has generated a lot of fear
factor, both in the public and healthcare
professionals.The fear factor is directly re-
lated to the number of cases in the US,
Italy, Spain etc, the number of deaths
worldwide, and also the fact that even
healthcare workers are also getting in-
fected significantly. Two points are very
important in this case — proper training
should be imparted to healthcare work-
ers regarding COVID-19 protection to en-
sure infection control, and personal hy-
giene should be maintained by everyone,
including healthcare professionals, to
avoid the risk of getting infected. We
should have a very low threshold for suspi-
cion and possibly diagnose when patients
come to the hospital. Some patients have
very mild illness or may be asymptomatic
but then, too, they might be infected.This
is the biggest cause of concern and that is
why healthcare workers must be cautious
of all the patients coming to the hospital.

Protecting
the

saviours:
Ambience

Group

The frontline warriors

INTERVIEW I R K ARORA, Chairman, Supertech Group & President, NAREDCO-UP

INTERVIEW I Dr Randeep Guleria, Director,All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS )
INTERVIEW I Dr Rommell Tickoo (MD)

Associate Director, Max Institute of Internal Medicine

‘Ensuring adequate social distancing at all our sites’

‘Proper training & personal hygiene are most important’
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Trafficat thesealedDelhi-UPborder inGhaziabadonTuesday.PraveenKhanna

Ghaziabad seals border, several
stuck in traffic snarl on NH-24
ANANYATIWARI
NEWDELHI,APRIL21

ATRAFFICsnarllastinghourswas
seenonNH-24neartheGhazipur
fruit and vegetable market
Tuesday after Ghaziabad sealed
it borders with Delhi, citing a
spikeinCOVID-19casesduetoin-
ter-city travel. All vehicleswere
stoppedandcheckedindividually
byGhaziabadPolice.Manyvehi-
cles,eventhosewithaDelhicur-
fewpasses,wereturnedback,as
district officials emphasised on
theneed for anUttar Pradesh e-
passtogothrough.
GhaziabadDistrictMagistrate

Ajay Shankar Pandey said: “We
haveaskedDelhigovernmentof-
ficials to issue passes in limited
numbers, as prescribed in the
MHAguidelines. The IDs of em-
ployeeswon’t be valid and fresh
COVID-19passeswillberequired.
Wearereachinganagreementto
facilitate lesser and required

movement.”
Ghaziabad ADMShailendra

Kumar Singh added: “Today,we
allowedessentialservicessuchas
medicalcases,rationandgrocery
vansortruckstopass.”
Among those stuck, despite

having required ID proof and
doctors’ prescriptions, were
those with medical issues.
Zulfikar(35),hiswifeandbrother
werereturningtoMoradabadaf-
ter getting his six-year-old son
checkedatAIIMSforatumourin
theneck.A farmer, Zulfikar said,
“We have been getting him
treated at AIIMS; he needed
chemotherapy.”
Ali Khan (34) and his wife

Zubeda (33)weregoing to apri-
vate clinic in Indirapuram from
theirJangpurahome.“Mywifeis
pregnantandwehavebeencon-
sultingthisdoctorforawhile.We
arelateforourappointment.”
Among those not allowed to

enter the national capital were
Delhi Jal Board employees, de-

spitethemshowingpassesissued
bythedepartment.
Shalabh Kumar, member

(watersupply)attheDJB,saidhe
spoke to theGhaziabad district
magistrateandwas told that the
employeeswould be allowed to
cross the border from
Wednesday.
“Wehave issuedpasses toall

ouremployeesandtheywerebe-
ingallowedintoDelhiuntilnow,
but they were stopped on
Tuesday.Wesomehowmanaged
today,butifthissituationwereto
persist our serviceswould have
beenaffected.Iwastoldthatfrom
tomorrow, theywill allow our
staff (to cross the border) with
passes that are issued in their
(Ghaziabadadministration's)for-
mat,"Kumarsaid.
Bank employees and those

whoworkwith online delivery
serviceswerealsostopped.
Saurabh Sharma (40),work-

inginfinanceattheFlipkartoffice
inMayur Vihar Phase 3, said, “I

was heading tomyhome in Raj
Nagar Extension. They usually
stop and ask for an ID or aDelhi
curfewpass,whichIhave,andlet
mego.Buttoday,itwasdifficult.”
Sharmawas stopped by police,
wholaterallowedhimtogo.
Sumit Chauhan (23), who

worksasapart-timesweeperata
PunjabNational Bank branch in
Patparganj, said, “Iwas stopped
atthecheckpointasIwasreturn-
inghometoIndirapuram.Iman-
agedtonegotiateandgetthrough
to Ghaziabad at another check
pointonthehighway,afterclose
totwohours.”
AnofficialfromtheGhaziabad

district administration said,
“Doctors did an analysis and re-
alised thatmost of the positive
COVID-19casesweareseeingare
duetotheinter-citytravel.”
Accordingtoofficials,thecon-

fusion at the borderwas due to
lackofclarityaboutpasses.
“Wearestrictlyenforcingthe

administration’s orders of re-

strictingmovement.Severalpeo-
ple whowere earlier being al-
lowedwith IDs had come to the
border.Theorderspecificallysays
that those involved in transport
ofessentialgoodsandotherswho
havepasseswill beallowed. The
issueisbeingresolvedandmove-
mentof trafficwill regulariseac-
cordingly,” said SP (Rural)
GhaziabadNeeraj Jadaun.
Following Ghaziabad, the

GautamBudhNagar adminstra-
tion also sealed its borderswith
Delhi. “Basedonthemedicalde-
partment’sadvice,wearesealing
ourDelhiborders.Wehaveissued
guidelineswith regard toexcep-
tionsaswell,” saidSuhasLY,DM,
GautamBudhNagar.
InbothNoidaandGhaziabad,

transportationofessentialgoods
willnotbe impactedbytheseal-
ing. Government officials, doc-
tors, those providing essential
serviceswill not be stopped by
authorities—providedtheyhave
thepasses.

Outside AIIMS, a
summer spent in
tents for winter

Can’t pay employees without
state help: Gurgaon industries

Noidatoo followssuit in theevening, thoseenteringUPwillneedpasses issuedbyadministration

SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI,APRIL21

AGROUPofwomensquattedun-
dertheshadeofatreeoutsideAI-
IMS on Sunday afternoon. They
hadmadetheircalculationscare-
fully—police had patrolled the
areaa littlewhileagoandwould
not be back for another two
hours.Theycouldusethistimeto
get away from the oppressive
heat of the tent,whichhas been
theirhomeforoveramonthnow.
Over 10white tents dot Shri

Aurobindo Road,which has dif-
ferent gates of AIIMS on either
side. These are occupied by pa-
tients and their attendantswho
had travelled to Delhi to seek
medicalattentionatthepremier
public hospital, but are now
strandedduetothelockdown.
Thetentshadbeenerectedby

Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board (DUSIB) in
December to provide shelter to
the attendants of outstation pa-
tientsduringthewinter,andwere
due to be removed in March.
Beingwinter shelters, theyhave
nofansdespitethesoaringheat.
"Thepatientsaresickanyway.

Theywill getworseand thoseof
uswho are herewith themwill
also fall sick. Ifwe try to stepout
for someairor to findacool cor-
ner, we are chased away by po-
lice," said Kewal Krishan (40),
who came to Delhi from
Kishtwar, Kashmir, for the treat-
ment of his 22-year old son,
whoseleftarmwasparalysedaf-
teranaccident.Krishanhasbeen
inDelhi forthelasttwomonths.

“Wehad gotten three check-
upsdonebuttheOPDwasclosed
beforewegotmedicinesforhim.
TheworkwecametoDelhiforre-
mainsincomplete,andwe'reliv-
ing in this indignity instead, in a
placewherewedon'tknowany-
one. It's better for us to go back
wherewecangethelpfromfam-
ilyandfriendsandgettreatedata
privatehospital,"hesaid.
In another tent, Renu Devi

(42) fanned her son Pintu (16)
withasquarepieceof cardboard
ashe layproneonabed.Various
tubes are attached to his throat
connectedtocontainersandbags
byhisside.Hehasbeensuffering
neurological problems after an
accidentthreeyearsago,andwas
recentlyoperatedinMarch.
“We came here to get him

operated under Ayushman
Bharat scheme. Shouldn't the
public health scheme have in-
cludedus completinghis treat-
mentandreachinghomewhere
we can take care of him?" said
his father Jai Pratap Singh,who
has come from a village in
Gorakhpur, Bihar.
In another tent, Rekha Devi

(32), a cancer patient, lay on a
cot. “I worked as a barber and
would earn for and feed my
family. I never thought I would
have to live like this,waiting for
food.Our twochildren, aged10
and11,arealoneatourhomein
Pilibhit, UP. We thought we
would just be here for a week.
Now they are calling us every-
day and asking about food, and
weare explaining to themhow
to make chawal," said Rekha
Devi's husbandSurjeetKumar.

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,APRIL21

SEVERAL INDUSTRIAL
AssociationsofGurgaonTuesday
met the Deputy Commissioner
and submitted amemorandum
expressinginabilitytopaywages
to theirworkers for April. They
alsosoughtgovernmenthelp.
The representatives also ex-

pressedconcernsregardingMHA
guidelinestoopenindustriesdur-
inglockdown,sayingthesemake
it impossibleformost,especially
smallandmediumenterprises,to
resumework.
Theletter,signedby14associ-

ations, states that even prior to
the lockdown, industries were
facing “recession”. Despite the
three-week lockdown initially
imposed,however, theyhaddis-

bursedfullsalaryforMarch“toall
workers, following the instruc-
tionsof thegovernment”.
“...untiltheindustryisableto

raise the required revenue, the
salariesandwagesoftheemploy-
ees...forthelockdownperiodmay
be funded fromESICorporation,
Provident Fund Organisation,
LabourWelfare Fund or by eco-
nomic package to the Industry,”
statesthememorandum.
“As per ESI law, the corpora-

tion has to pay 70%wages of an
employee if he takes sick leave.
Thelockdownisequaltosickness.
The government can invoke this
clause...Thereisalsomoneyinthe
state’sLabourWelfareFund,”said
ManmohanGaind, VP,Manesar
IndustriesWelfareAssociation.
InGurgaon,associationheads

said “80-90%” establishments
havechosentonotapplyforper-

mission to run business. “There
aretoomanyconditions...Justset-
tingupasystemthatwillmeetall
theseconditionswilltakeaweek
or 10 days, somost people have
decided to justwait it out,” said
DeepakMaini, chairman of the
Industrial Development
Association,Gurgaon.
Mainisaidthefearofpenalac-

tion too has become a cause for
hesitationamongstmost.
While a spokesperson of the

district administration said the
demandsof theassociationswill
beforwardedtoChandigarh,ACS
VSKundu,themonitoringofficer
appointed for COVID-19, at-
tempted to assuage their con-
cerns.“Thereisnoneedforpanic.
Actionwillbetakenonlyifanin-
dustryendangers someone’s life
knowinglyordue togrossnegli-
gence,"saidKundu.

RenuDeviandhersoninthetentoutsideAIIMS. Sukrita Baruah

Gurgaon,
Delhi to test
journalists
Gurgaon: A day after
53 Mumbai journalists
whowere asymptomatic
testedpositive forCOVID-
19,theGurgaonhealthde-
partmentTuesdaystarted
testingreportersinthedis-
trict. The Delhi govern-
mentalsoannouncedthat
itwilltestjournalistsstart-
ingWednesday.

Liquor firms
seek licence
fee waiver
NewDelhi:Confederation
of Indian Alcoholic
Beverage Companies
Tuesdayhasrequestedthe
stategovernmenttowaive
license renewal fees dur-
ing the lockdown. The
Excise Department also
warned liquor shop li-
censees,hotelsandrestau-
rants against illegally sell-
ingliquor.

Patient tries
to attack doc
NewDelhi:A36-year-old
patientfromIndonesiaad-
mitted at Lok Nayak
Hospital allegedly tried to
attackadoctorwithascis-
sor.Sourcessaidthepatient
isadmittedonthe6thfloor.
“Hedoesn’tunderstandor
speakEnglishorHindi.We
areplanningtoshifthimto
thequarantinecentreashis
test reports are negative,”
saidaseniordoctor.

6 cases in NCR
Gurgaon: Four people
testedpositive forCOVID-
19 in Gurgaon Tuesday,
bringing the total cases to
41. Noida reported two
cases taking the tally to
102.ENS

CORONA
WATCH

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, APRIL21

AFTER 25 police personnel
tested positive for COVID-19,
Delhi Police Commissioner S N
ShrivastavaMondaydiscusseda
detailed strategy plan via video
conferencing with senior offi-
cialsanddirectedthatDCPswill
“be held responsible if more

casesofpersonnelbeinginfected
ariseintheirdistrict”,TheIndian
Express has learnt. More than
200policemen,includingaDCP-
rank officer, are under home
quarantineat themoment.
So far, eight policemen from

ChandniMahal,threefromNabi
Karim, one each from Bara
Hindu Rao, Safdarjung Enclave,
Tilak Nagar, Model Town, Hauz
Khas traffic circle, Special Cell
and Foreigners Regional

Registration Office have tested
positive. “At the Special Cell, a
head constable with the cyber
unit testedpositive.Heispartof
the Northeast Delhi communal
riotsprobe.OnTuesday, around
100 policemen of New Delhi
range, special cell, were tested
forCOVID-19andadvised isola-
tion,” saidaseniorofficer said.
OnTuesday,sevenpersonnel,

at Jahangirpuri police station
testedpositive.Theareawasde-

claredacontainmentzoneafter
26people fromthesamefamily
contracted thevirus.
Following evacuation of

Tablighi Jamaatmembers from
Hazrat Nizamuddin, directions
were given to all SHOs to check
mosques in their areas. “Two
weeks ago, 184 people, includ-
ing 138 foreign nationals, were
tracedto13mosquesinChandni
Mahal. They had attended the
Jamaat gathering. Fifty-five

testedpositive.Eighteenpeople
were traced to Nabi Karim and
14toBaraHinduRao.Amajority
ofpersonnelwhotestedpositive
were involved in shifting these
people to quarantine centres,"
saidaseniorofficer.
“On Monday afternoon,

Shrivastava first discussed
COVID-19 caseswithin the force
andtookasternviewofpolicenot
takingproperprecautionsdespite
repeateddirections.Hesaidevery

policecolonyandbuildinghasto
besanitised.Healsosuggesteda
strategytosend15%of theirstaff
inisolation,sothatifanoutbreak
weretohappenatapolicestation,
thoseinisolationcanbecalledin
forduty,”saidpolicesources.
The Chandni Mahal police

station has been sealed and 80
personnelhavebeentested.
JCP(Centralrange)Suvashish

Chaudharysaid:“Wehaveasked
allpersonneltopatrolinvehicles

andavoidpublicinteraction.We
alsoaskedthemtomaintainso-
cial distancing, use PPE kits and
sanitisepolicestations.”Thedis-
tricthas11cases.
To ensure efficient contact

tracingwithintheforce,policeare
alsokeepinganeyeonfamiliesof
personnelwho tested positive.
Twocaseshavebeenreportedin
SouthDelhi andOldPolice Lines
wherefamilymembersofpolice-
menalsotestedpositive.

8copsatChandniMahal
testedpositive.AmitMehra

AFTER 25 COPS TESTED POSITIVE

In stern order, police chief says DCPs will be taken to task for new cases

Man kills wife, flees till
Kanpur amid lockdown
Gurgaon:Despite the lockdown,
amanwhoallegedlybeathiswife
to death lastweekmanaged to
makehisway toKanpur by tak-
ing lifts from commuters, truck
drivers and even booking a taxi
fromaprivatecabaggregator.
Policesaidthecrimewasdis-

covered on April 17 when the
body of Satanu Mohammad’s
wife,Shehnaz,wasfoundinside
a box bed at the couple’s home.
They lived at a PGaccommoda-
tion in Rajiv Nagar, where
Mohammadworked as a cook.
He had married Shehnaz in
January after breaking off his
marriagewithhis firstwife.
“He later found out that

Shehnazwasalreadymarriedand
in touchwith her first husband.
The two fought over this repeat-
edly, includingonApril 17. That’s
whenMohammadhithiswifeon
theheadwithabat,”saidGurgaon
PolicePROSubhashBoken.

“When the bat broke, he
picked up another and hit her
two-three times. After she fell
unconscious, he tied her up,
gagged her, and dumped her in
theboxbed,”hesaid.
Police saidMohammad de-

cided to head to village inWest
Bengal.AtRajivNagar,policesaid
heaskedamanonamotorcycle
foralifttillDLF.“Hethenbooked
a cab till SafdarjungHospital in
Delhiascabaggregatorsareonly
offering transport for essential
services. Fromthere,hehitched
a ride and reached the house of
people fromhisvillagewho live
inNoida,” said thePRO.
“Apart frommoney, he bor-

rowedacyclefromthemandgot
till Bulandshahr. There, a truck
driver offered him a lift. At
Kanpur, he got out to drinkwa-
terbutthedriverlefthimthere,”
said Boken, adding that hewas
arrested there.ENS
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BIHAR COMBINED ENTRANCE COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION BOARD
I.A.S. Association Building, Near Patna Airport, Patna-14.

POST GRADUATE MEDICAL ADMISSION COUNSELLING (PGMAC)-2020
for MD / MS & MDS in Government / Private Medical / Dental colleges of Bihar

Advt. No.- BCECEB(PGMAC)-2020/03 Dated : 21.04.2020
Important Notice regarding Preponement of Schedules of PGMAC-2020

In continuation to Advertisement No. BCECEB(PGMAC)-2020/01 & 2020/02 Dated : 17.04.2020
it is informed to PGMAC-2020 candidates, NEET(PG)-2020 candidates and all concerned that the
schedules published for filling Online Application for PGMAC-2020 is hereby preponed in the light of
Notice Ref. No. F.No.U-12021/44/2020-21 MEC dt. 17.04.2020 of office of ADG(ME), Directorate
General of Health Services, Medical Counselling Committee, Government of India and rescheduled
accordingly as given below;
Important Rescheduled dates for PGMAC-2020 :
Sl. Particulars Earlier published Re-scheduled

Schedule Date Date
---- -------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------- ----------------------------

(i) Online Registration Closing Date 28.04.2020 (11:59 P.M.) 25.04.2020 (11:00 P.M.)
(ii) Last date of payment through Challan 29.04.2020 24.04.2020

after submission of Online Application (Upto Banking hour) (Upto Banking hour)
form of Registered candidate

(iii) Last date of payment through Net 30.04.2020 (11:59 P.M.) 25.04.2020 (11:59 P.M.)
Banking/ Debit Card/ Credit Card after
submission of the Online Application
Form of Registered Candidate

(iv) Online Editing of Application Form 01.05.2020 to 26.04.2020 (11:59 P.M.)
02.05.2020 (11.59 P.M.)

(v) Publication of Rank Card/ Merit List 04.05.2020 (8:00 P.M.) 28.04.2020
(vi) Proposed date of Online Choice filling To be notified later on 30.04.2020 to01.05.2020
(vii) Publication of Seat Allotment Result - 02.05.2020
(viii) Reporting through web portal - 03.05.2020 to04.05.2020
2. Others informations and conditions of earlier published Advertisement shall remain same.
3. This advertisement is also available on BCECE Board website : bceceboard.bihar.gov.in

Controller of Examination

MOHANLAL SUKHADIA UNIVERSITY
UDAIPUR-313001 (RAJ)

No. F. ( )/Rectt./MLSU/2020/38 Date: April 21, 2020

NOTIFICATION
In continuation to the University advertisement No. MLSU/VC Appt/2020/37
dated 19.03.2020, the last date for accepting Hard Copy of the application form
for the post of Vice Chancellor (i.e. 24th April, 2020) is hereby extended up to
15th May, 2020. For details, please visit University Website www.mlsu.ac.in

REGISTRAR
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THE DELHI government is for-
mulatingafoodsecurityplanfor
the city thatwill be in place till
the COVID-19 crisis lasts, said
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
onTuesday.
Close to 1 crore people,

around half the city’s popula-
tion,willget freeration,hesaid.
“For the month of April, we
have already given ration to all
71 lakh ration-card holders.
Many didn’t have ration cards
andwe have also given staples
to around 10 lakh people
through e-coupons. But we
have realised that there are
morepeoplewhodon’thavera-
tion cards and are in need of
food.Wehavearrangedfoodfor
around 30 lakh more people.
Wehavereceived38lakhappli-
cationsfore-coupons.Thisway,
wewill have distributed ration

toover 1 crorepeople,which is
half of Delhi’s population,” he
said.
Thegovernmentisalsoplan-

ning to provide a basic necessi-
tieskitalongwithrationdistrib-
uted inMay. The kit, whichwill
have1litrerefinedoil,1kgchole
(chickpeas),1kgsugar,1kgsalt,
200 gm haldi powder, 200 gm

dhaniya powder, 200 gm chilli
powder and two soap bars,will
cost the government around Rs
400.
“Peoplehavenot beenearn-

ingbecauseofthelockdownand
can’t buy other things.Wehave
realisedthatonlyriceandwheat
willnotdo.Inthenewrationdis-
tribution cycle, which starts on

April28-29,everyfamilywillget
abasicnecessitykit.Thiswill in-
cludechole (chickpeas), oil, salt,
spices,soapandotheritemsthat
areuseddaily.Everyonewhohas
rationcardswillbegiventhiskit,
perfamily.Eventhosewhohave
onlye-couponswillgetthiskit,”
saidKejriwal.
Over the past month, the

Delhi government has distrib-
uted 7.5 kg ration per person to
ration-card holders. This in-
cludes6kgwheatand1.5kgrice
perperson.Forthosewithoutra-
tioncards, thequantumis5kg-
-4kgwheatand1kgrice.
There are several people in

the city who do not have
Aadhaarcardsorothermeansof
identification to register for e-
coupons. Kejriwal said that to
reach out to them, MLAs and
Delhi MPs will be given 2,000
coupons each to distribute
among the poor. There are 70
MLAs and 10 MPs (Lok Sabha
andRajyaSabha) in thecity.

Many lack ration cards, food
security net to cover 1 cr people

Relative of
Rashtrapati
Bhawan staffer
tests positiveEXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

NEWDELHI, APRIL 21

THENUMBER of active COVID-
19 cases fell for the first time in
the national capital since the
first case was recorded in the
secondweekofMarch.
On Sunday, the total active

caseswas1,668.Itfellto1,603on
Mondayand further to1,498on
Tuesday.While 180 people re-
covered on Tuesday, 75 fresh
caseswerereported. It isalsoaf-
ter twoweeksthatDelhididnot
see a single COVID-19 death.
Delhi has seen 47 deaths owing
tothediseaseso far.
“The figures are enthusing.

We hope tomaintain the trend
of havingmore recoveries than
fresh cases for anothermonth.
This shows social distancing is
working.Wesawasuddenspike
in cases in the secondweek of
April.Manyof thoseadmittedto
hospitals before that have been
recovering and are being dis-
charged. If the number of fresh
cases continues to dip for an-
othertwoweeks,wewillbe ina
much stronger position,” said a
senior government officialwho
didnotwant tobenamed.
On Tuesday, the Delhi gov-

ernment added three more
containment zones – parts of
Devli Extension,HarshVihar in
Hari Nagar Extension, and
Krishna Puri in Mandawali –
taking the total number of

zones to 87. Daily house-to-
house surveillance and saniti-
sation is being carried out in

these areas. Close to 3.25 lakh
people live in these contain-
ment zones.

Cop alleges lack of
hygiene at hospital

CMALSOPROMISESBASICNECESSITIESKIT

DelhiCMKejriwaladdressingthepressbriefing,Tuesday

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,APRIL21

ADELHI Police constable who
tested positive for COVID-19
Saturdaysharedavideoonsocial
mediacomplainingof lackofhy-
gieneandhealthcareinthehospi-
talwhereheisbeingtreated.
The constablewas posted at

Tilak Vihar police post, which
comes underWest Delhi’s Tilak
Nagar.Aseniorpoliceofficersaid
agroupofpolicemenweretested
Friday at a DDY dispensary in
Tilak Vihar. A day later, the con-
stable tested positive. He was
shifted to Chaudhary Brahm
Prakash Ayurved Charak
Sansthan, a designated COVID
hospital inDwarka.
On Tuesday, the constable

shared a video online. He said,
“Thisplaceisunhygienic.Over20
patients, who are being treated
on the same floor, share a com-
monbathroom. If anyone com-
plainsof feveror throatpain, the
hospital staff doesn’t give them
medicines.”Theconstablealsoal-
leged that patients are not pro-
videdwith hotwater, sanitisers,
handwash andproper bedding.
“This pillowhas black stains all
over it. The staff doesn’t change
thesheetsandpillows.”
Themanaddedhisfamilyhas

notbeentestedyet.“Irequestthe
authoritiestotakemetoaprivate
hospital. I have a Central
Government Health Scheme
(CGHS)card."
DCP (West) Deepak Purohit

said, “Wewill take care of the
well-being of our staff and their
family.We are following guide-
lines issuedby IndianCouncil of
Medical Research.Wehave sent
handsanitisersandkettlestothe
constable.” Seniorpoliceofficers
in Dwarka said they visited the
hospitalandmetthestaff.Anof-
ficer said, “Wespoke to their ad-
ministrationtocheckthecleanli-
nessof thepillowandtoilet.”
Police sources also said later

on Tuesday, DCP (Dwarka)met
thehospitaldirectorandall con-
cernsofthepolicemanhavebeen
addressed. Thehospitalwasun-
reachableforacomment.

ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI, APRIL21

SHUT FOR almost threeweeks,
the Delhi State Cancer Institute
restarted its OPD services on
Tuesday. The institute, which
saw31positive cases of COVID-
19, including healthcare work-
ers, patients andattendants, re-
opened after a thorough
sanitisationprocess.
It attended to21patients on

Tuesday, of which onewas re-
ferred to Rajiv Gandhi Super
Speciality hospital after the pa-
tient had flu-like symptoms.
Twopatientshaddiedaftercon-
tracting thevirus.
While the institute has dis-

infected the campus and daily
sanitisation process is on, the
administrationisexploringget-
tinga thoroughexaminationof
thecentralairconditioningsys-
temtoensure there isnopossi-
bility of the disease being
spread through that medium.
Thehospital is taking technical
advicefromexpertsonthemat-
ter.
“We have written to the

company for expert advice on
the issue.While there is no evi-
dencethatthisisanairbornedis-
ease,wewanttotakeallprecau-
tionary measures for future
reference. The company has
given us some advice but we
have asked them to personally
visit the campus and check the
air-conditioning system of the
hospital. All other steps have

been taken and this is the final
move before we start indoor
services,” said Dr B L Sherwal,
medicaldirectorof theinstitute.
Thegeneralwardof thehos-

pital,declaredthe'outbreakarea'
by theadministration, hasbeen
lyingshutsincethen.Thehospi-
tal has requested the National
Centre for Disease Control
(NCDC)toexaminetheareawith
aholistic approach.
The institute witnessed its

first Covid-19 case onMarch 31
when a 34-year-old resident
doctor from the department of
preventiveoncologytestedpos-
itive.WithanOPDof over1,000
patients a day, the hospital has
nowdecidedtostartonlinereg-
istration of patients. A maxi-
mum limit of 100 patients per
dayhasbeendecidedbythehos-
pital for thenext fewdays.
“Wewill be carefully taking

the patients inside the hospital
by following social distancing
rules,” saidDrSherwal.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL21

AFAMILYmemberofastafferat
thePresident’sEstatehastested
positive for COVID-19.
Authoritieshaveasked125peo-
plewhohadcomeintouchwith
thepatienttobeputunderhome
quarantine. As per a statement
from Rashtrapati Bhawan, the
womanwhotestedpositivehad
been in touchwith a COVID-19
patient,whodiedonApril 13.
“After contact tracing of the

deceased, itwas found a family
member of an employee of the
President's Secretariat hadbeen
incontactwiththedeceased.The
employeeandthefamilyareres-
identsof…thePresident'sEstate...
all sevenmembersof this family
weremovedtothequarantinefa-
cilityatMandirMargonApril16.
Subsequently, one of the family
members who was in contact
withthedeceasedtestedpositive.
Otherfamilymembers,including
the employee of the President's
Secretariat,havetestednegative,”
the statement said. It further
addedthattheadministrationhas
restricted movement in 115
houses in the President’s Estate,
nearwhere the family lived, and
residents havebeenasked to re-
main indoors. Essentialswill be
deliveredtofamilies’doorsteps.

NewDelhi:Healthcareworkers
at dedicatedCOVID-19 facilities
in the city will be provided ac-
commodation at hotels and
dharamshalas (guest houses),
thesecretaryofDelhihealthand
family welfare department di-
rected inanorderonMonday.
As per the order, the type of

accommodation has been cate-
gorisedasper thedesignationof
theworkers:doctorswillbepro-
vided accommodation in 4 or 5
star hotels; nurses and para-
medicswillalsobegivenaccom-
modationinhotels,butitdoesnot
specify the hotel class; support-
ing healthcare staff will be ac-
commodatedindharamshalas.
The directive applies to

healthcareworkersinCOVID-19
facilities, including hospitals,
health centres, and quarantine
and testing centres. “The (order
is) issuedwith the approval of
theministerof health,” it said.
Objections were raised on

thecategorisationofaccommo-
dation based on designation of
workers. LDRamchandani, the
secretary general of the Delhi
Nurses Federation, said sanita-
tion staff, paramedics and
nurses are first in line in terms
of exposure to the virus, fol-
lowedbydoctors. "Theyshould
all be given equal facilities," he
said.ENS

Top-tier hotels
for Delhi doctors

DSCI reopens but
wants AC system
checked by experts

TheDelhiStateCancer
Instituteattendedto21
patientsonTuesday

2,156
Total
cases

47
Deaths

0
Deaths
today

COVID-19&THECAPITAL

DEATHS
Age Number Co-morbidity
Less than50 10(21.3%) 9(90%)
50-59 12(25.5%) 8(66.6%)
60andabove 25(53.2%) 22(88%)

AGEPROFILEOFPOSITIVECASES
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344 408
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1,498Totalactivecases
Thisfigurewas1,603onMonday

Thenumberof
recoverieshas
shotupfrom
72onFridayto
611onTuesday
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■Freshcases
■Recovered

For first time since March, active
coronavirus cases dip in capital

Theconstable,whowas
postedatTilakVihar
policepost, tested
positiveonSaturday
andwasshiftedto
ChaudharyBrahm
PrakashAyurved
CharakSansthan
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ODISHA
Ex-gratia for
Covid fighters
whodie onduty
Bhubaneswar: TheOdisha
governmentonTuesdayan-
nounced a series ofmeas-
ures for those in the state
fighting against the coron-
avirus pandemic. They in-
cludeex-gratiaofRs50lakh
for deceased healthcare
personnel aswell as status
of state martyrs. The an-
nouncementwasmadeby
CM Naveen Patnaik in a
video clip. “The families of
all governmentpersonnel,
medical andother support
services,willcontinuetore-
ceive full salary till thedate
of retirement,” he said. “As
acommunity,weshouldbe
very grateful for this bold
and selfless service...” he
said. ENS

UTTARPRADESH
Professor,
16 foreigners
arrested
Prayagraj: The police on
Tuesday arrested a
AllahabadUniversity pro-
fessor and 16 foreign na-
tionalsamong30othersaf-
ter they completed their
14-daysquarantineperiod.
Accordingtothepolice, the
foreign nationals— seven
from Indonesia and nine
from Thailand — and the
professorhadattendedthe
Tablighi Jamaat congrega-
tion in New Delhi’s
Nizamuddin in March.
Whiletheforeignnationals
face charges under the
Foregners’ Act, the others,
including theAUprofessor,
are accused of providing
sheltertotheforeignersand
not informing the district
administration about their
triptoDelhi. ENS

J&K

Doctor
among 12
fresh cases
Srinagar: A doctor at the
Government Medical
College (GMC) in
Baramulla is among 12
fresh COVID-19 cases re-
ported in J&K on Tuesday.
The junior doctor in the
hospital’s medicine de-
partmentisthefirstdoctor
in Kashmir to have tested
positive for the coron-
avirus.Hissamplewassent
for testing onMonday as
heshowedsymptomsover
the last fewdays. ENS

CORONA
WATCH

Impoundedvehicles
inAhmedabadon
Tuesday. JavedRaja

VENDOR SAFETY
Avendor inprotectivegearsellsvegetables inasealedcolony inChandigarh . KamleshwarSingh

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, APRIL21

A TOTAL of 58 hospital staff
members of the Tiruvarur
Medical College in Thanjavur
districthavebeensentintoisola-
tionafter itwas foundthata13-
year-old boywith appendicitis,
whowas brought into the facil-
ity’semergencywardonApril11,
tested positive for a COVID-19
infection.
The boy’s sampleswere col-

lectedonApril12andhewasop-
erateduponthesameday.
“Theboyhadseverestomach

pain andmild fever. Bothwere
normalsymptomsofappendici-
tis,” saidoneof thedoctorswho
sawhim.Overthenext24hours,
the patient was given regular
treatment.
According to sources, the

deanof the facility suggested to
the anaesthetist that theboybe
tested for COVID-19 before the
surgery.
“It was positive. Therewere

otherpatients in thepost-oper-
ative ward. We immediately
shiftedhimtotheisolationward.
Afteraweek,hisconditionissta-
blenow,”hesaid.
“We did contact tracing in-

ternally. We identified every-
one... A total of four doctors, 15
house surgeons, 30staff nurses,
ninehospitalstaff andthreerel-
atives of thepatients have been
isolated,” said thedoctor.

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,APRIL21

ATOTALof 73policemenand11
jailstaffhavebeensenttoquaran-
tine and their samples are being
collected after six prisoners in
Moradabaddistrictjailtestedpos-
itiveforcoronavirusonTuesday.
Five of these prisoners are

among17whowerearrestedon
April 15 for allegedly attacking
healthworkersandapoliceteam
whohadgone toNagphani area
tobringfamilymembersof apa-
tient,whodied of Covid for test
and put under quarantine.
Anotherprisonerwhotestedpos-
itivewassenttojailonApril12in
connectionwithacaseofrobbery
lodged at theMainather police
station.
All18personsweresent to in

separate enclosures inside the
Moradabad jail and their blood
sampleswerecollectedforcoron-
avirustest.
DrM CGarg, Chief Medical

Officer,Moradabad, confirmed
thatsixprisonershadtestedpos-
itive. District Magistrate,
Moradabad,RakeshKumarSingh
said,thesixprisonersweresentto
hospitalfortreatmentwhileother
12arenowshifted to temporary
jail. He added that familymem-
bersofthesefiveprisonerswould

alsobesenttoquarantine.
The73policemenbeingtested

are fromNaghpani, Civil Lines,
KotwaliandMainatherpolicesta-
tionsofMoradabadandtheyhad
made the arrest of the accused
andhadvisitedthearea.Somepo-
licemen came in contact with
these18prisonerswhilecomplet-
ing legal formalities. The total 73
policemenalso includea sub-in-
spector and 11 constables of
Moradabad police's Special
OperationGroup (SOG) involved
inthearrest.
Moradabad Senior

Superintendent of Police Amit
Pathak said they had identified
the73policemenwhohadcome
in contactwith the six prisoners
who tested positive. The prison
departmentalsoidentified11jail
staff who came in contactwith
theseandtheywerealsoquaran-
tined,saidDIG(Jails)VPTripathi.
Headdedthatfourotherpris-

onerswerealsoinquarantinein-
sidethejail.
The police are now trying to

tracepeople,whocameincontact
with73policemenand17jailstaff
recently. Nagphani and
Mainather police stationswere
accusedwerebroughtafter their
arrest have also been sanitised.
Thejailpremises,werethesepris-
onerswere kept has also been
sanitised.

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,APRIL21

OFFICIALS INAndhra Pradesh’s
Kurnool district and the adjoin-
ingJogulambaGadwaldistrictin
Telanganaaretryingtotracecon-
tactsofa75-year-olddoctorwho
diedonApril14andhissamples
latertestedpositiveforCOVID-19.
Thedoctor,who foundedahos-
pital in Kurnool town, died at
Kurnool Government General
Hospitaladayafterhewasadmit-
tedwithrespiratoryproblems.He
sufferedacardiacarrestonApril
14morning. His swab samples
sent for testing thepreviousday
tested positive on April 14
evening.
The hospital he founded is

frequented by people from vil-
lages of Kurnool Rural andbor-
der villages of Jogulamba
Gadwaldistrict.
Officials have so far traced

213peopleoutofwhom13have

testedpositiveforCOVID-19.Six
familymembers, including his
son, also a doctor, have tested
positive. Thedoctorhadreport-
edlytreatedonepersonwhoat-
tendedtheTablighiJamaatcon-
gregationatDelhiandmayhave
contracted the infection from
thatperson,officials said.
Kurnool district has the

highest number of cases in
AndhraPradesh—184—and10
fresh cases were reported on
Tuesday. In JogulambaGadwal,
30caseswerereportedtillApril
20anda32-year-oldmanlinked
totheTablighiJamaatcongrega-
tiondiedonApril 17.
“After the doctor’s result

camepositive,wewarneddoc-
tors,nurses,andstaffathishos-
pital and sealed it.We came to
know hemet hundreds of pa-
tients who came from areas
near his hospital. As Kurnool is
nearer, some people from bor-
der villages of Jogulamba
GadwalinTelanganaalsovisited
the hospital. We have in-

formedourcounterpartsthere,’’
SpecialOfficerAjay Jain said.
Officials of Kurnool District

Medical andHealth Office said
40peoplelivinginBudwarpeta,
located behind the hospital,
havebeenidentifiedasworking
at the hospital. “Nine of them
have tested positive. We have
shifted over 50 patients at the
hospital to a government facil-
ity. Thedoctorwasnot treating
COVID-19cases.Wehavetraced
213 people so far who came in
contactwith himor visited the
hospital.Ofthem,13testedpos-
itive. But these 213peoplemay
have come in contact with at
leasta1,000others.Wearetry-
ingtotraceall,” theofficial said.
On Tuesday, Finance

Minister B Rajendranath
campedatKurnooltotakestock
of the situation. Anticipating
more cases, the state govern-
ment issued an order Tuesday
toconvertKurnoolGovernment
General Hospital into a state-
levelCOVID-19hospital.

Health data secrecy: HC seeks report from Kerala

TAMILNADU

58 hospital staff
in isolation as
boy tests positive

MORADABAD

73 policemen, 11 jail
staff quarantined as
six prisoners positive

TELANGANA

After hospital death, doc tests
positive; tracing in two states

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN,APRIL21

BJP MLA from Rudrapur
Rajkumar Thukral on Tuesday
triggeredacontroversybyalleg-
ing that RohingyaMuslims at-
tended theMarch gathering of
Tablighi Jamaat in New Delhi
and committed a sin by
doing so.
He went on to call for

shootout orders against those
involved in attacks onmedical
and police staff deployed in
COVID-19 outbreak
management.
A video which surfaced on

social media on Tuesday pur-
portedlyshowstheMLA saying
toagatheringofpeople,“50,000
Rohingya Muslims who were
deported fromMyanmar had
been given refuge in our coun-
try because of some so-called
leaders. Now, those Rohingya
Muslims attended Tablighi
Jamaat in Nizamuddin, com-
mitted a crime and sin that is
unforgivable...”
“I have repeatedly de-

manded from the Indian gov-
ernment to issue shoot out or-
derforthosewhoarehabitually
hurlingabusesatdoctors,police,
nursesandmedicalstaff,harass-
ing them, pelting stones and
want to kill them, they should
be booked under the National
SecurityAct.”
Speaking to The Indian

Express, Thukral hit out further
at RohingyaMuslimsandcalled
for their expulsion from the
country.
TheMLAadded that the en-

tireMuslimcommunitywasnot
same andwent on to say that a
few of themwere trying to de-
stroy thecommunity.

Rohingya
Muslims sinned
by attending
Tabligh event:
Uttarakhand MLA

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, APRIL21

ASMANYas26journalistswork-
ingwith a Tamil TV channel are
among 76 confirmed cases of
Covid-19reported inTamilNadu
on Tuesday. The state nowhas
1,596cases.
Thestategovernment’shealth

bulletinonTuesdayreportedone
moredeathanddischargeof 178
peoplefromvarioushospitalsaf-
ter completing treatment. Total
deathtoll is18now,andnumber
ofactivecasesis940.
Amongthe76casesreported

onTuesday,majoritywere from
Chennai. Of 55 cases in Chennai
city,twowereprimaryinfections
and53weretheirsecondarycon-
tacts, the bulletin said. Among
themwere 26 journalists who
workedwithaTamilTVchannel.
Healthauthoritiesrefusedtocon-
firmreportsthat18journalistsof
another TV news channel also
testedpositiveonTuesday.
A senior official representing

the Tamil Nadu Directorate of
PublicHealth confirmed that all
26 journalistshavebeen isolated
in government facilities in
Chennai. TheMDof thechannel
saidtheycouldn’thaveprevented
this at a time when many re-
porters were bringing reports
fromtheground.

26 journalists
among 76 new
cases in Chennai

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL21

THEROWover theKerala gov-
ernment’s deal with a US-
based firm to sharehealth sta-
tus details of persons under
homequarantine for theirsus-
pected exposure to COVID-19
hascomeunder thescannerof
theKeralaHighCourt.
Raising concerns over the

confidentiality of data being
transferred to Sprinklr, a soft-
ware-as-service (SAAS) firm,
thecourtobserved, “Wedonot
wanttheCOVIDepidemictobe

substituted by a data epi-
demic.”
Acting on a petition by ad-

vocate K S Jaykar, the bench of
JusticesDevanRamachandran
and T R Ravi on Tuesday di-
rected the government to re-
portaboutthestepsinitiatedto
ensure secrecy of the health
data fedtoSprinklr (whichhas
Keralite Ragy Thomas as
founder andCEO).
The court,which heard the

casethroughZoomconferenc-
ing, posted the matter to
April 24.
Sprinklrhasbeenentrusted

the task of analysing data on
persons under home quaran-

tine sinceMarch27.
The data is being collected

by grassroot health workers
during their field visit to the
houses. Such field data would
be uploaded into the server of
Sprinklr, which would struc-
ture the data and deliver it for
the state’s COVID-19
management.
Predictive models warned

about a possible hike of
COVID-19 cases inKerala to 8-
10 lakh within a short period
and effective analysis of data
was needed to handle huge
volumeof cases.
The state government

counsel said the data was not

assensitiveaswasprojectedby
the petitioner. However, the
court observed that medical
data is sensitive and privacy is
a fundamental right of a
citizen.
“We cannot accept sub-

mission that the data col-
lected is not sensitive. If the
Kerala government thinks
that the information is not
sensitive, something is
wrong.’’
Thecontroversyhasbeenin

the air for a week since the
Congress-led Opposition al-
legeddiscrepancies in thedeal
process and raised concerns
over data confidentiality.

ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI, APRIL21

SCIENTISTS AT the Council of
Scientific&IndustrialResearch-
- Institute of Genomics and
Integrative Biology (CSIR-IGIB)
have developed a low-cost, pa-
per-strip test which can detect
the new coronaviruswithin an
hour.Thetest,namedFeludaaf-
ter a fictional detective charac-
tercreatedbySatyajitRay, isex-
pected to cost around Rs 500
againsttheRT-PCRtestthatcosts
Rs4,500 inprivate labs.
Developed by a team led by

two scientists, Dr SouvikMaiti
and Dr Debojyoti Chakraborty,
the test is based on a bacterial
immune system protein called
Cas9. It uses cutting-edgegene-
editing toolCrispr-Cas9system.
The teamhas repurposed it for
diagnosis of COVID-19 genetic
material.
“We have beenworking on

this for the last two years. This
technology is not limited to
COVID-19 and canwork on any
DNA-RNA or singlemutations,
diseasemutationsetc.Basedon
our initial estimates, we think
thestripmightcostsomewhere
aroundRs500-600butthecom-
panieswill decide the cost.We
are waiting for approval from
ICMR and then we will move
aheadwith the companies we
are in talks with,” said
Chakraborty. Feluda is also an
acronymfor thescientificname
of the test — Fncas9 Editor
LinkedUniformDetectionAssay.
There are two other tech-

nologies developed byMIT and
the University of California,
Berkeleywhich also use Crispr
systems, but different technol-
ogyandproteins.
“Their technologies are

named Detector and Sherlock.
These all are names of fictional
detectives, sowhenwewanted
tomake something completely
Indian,wethoughtwecankeep
the acronym as an Indian
Detective,”Chakraborty said.
The researchers said there is

an urgent need for extensive
testing in the country and the
paper-based strip will help fill
the gap. “Since it is a visual test,
thereisnoneedforcomplicated
training, unlike the current RT-
PCR test. It can be done rapidly
and can be used at any basic
community health centre. This
is our major goal to make it as
simple as possible so that it can
bewidely and easily used. Any
throat/noseswabsamplecanbe
takenandthenyoudoanRT-PCR
which converts the RNA and
makesmultiple copies of DNA.
Once you havemultiple copies
ofDNA,thenyoucomplicitwith
theCrispr-Cas9 systemandyou
putitintothestrip.Onceyouput
itinthestrip,theresultwillcome
outinoneminute,”Chakraborty
said.Hesaidtheyarealsowork-
ing towardseliminating theuse
of the expensivemachine used
inRT-PCRtests.“Weareworking
on a technology called
Isothermal polymer reaction
where the machine is not re-
quired.”

CSIR scientists name
new test after fictional
sleuth, may cost Rs 500

Samplesbeingtakenfor
testinginMumbai.DeepakJoshi

After Aligarh’s
first death, AMU
doc suspended

Nalanda new
hotspot in Bihar
Patna:WhileBiharseemstohave
beenable tocontaincoronavirus
cases in hotspots of Siwan,
Begusarai,Munger andNawada
districts,Nalandahasemergedas
anewchallengeforthestategov-
ernment, with the maximum
numberofactivecasesinthestate
reportedfromthedistrict.
Of 28 cases reported from

Nalanda,26areactiveones,16of
themreported fromBiharsharif
onMondayitself.
Siwanhas so far reported 29

cases, and17patients havebeen
discharged. Officials said the
Nalandadistrict administration,
whichhas sealed almost the en-
tire Biharsharif town, has taken
1,327samples for testing.Of this,
results of of 493 samples are
awaited and the others have
turnedoutnegative. ENS

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA,APRIL21

A DOCTOR at Aligarh Muslim
University’s (AMU) Jawaharlal
Lal NehruMedical Collegewas
suspended for allegedmedical
negligence on Tuesday follow-
ing the district's first death due
tothenovelcoronavirusdisease
(COVID-19).
The victim is a 55-year-old

manwhowas admitted to the
hospitalonSundayeveningwith
breathing problems. He first
went to the emergency depart-
ment, anda fewhours laterwas
shiftedtotheisolationwardand
placedonaventilator.
The district health depart-

ment alleged that itwas not in-
formed about the case in time,
andthedelaycanleadtotheex-
posure of several people.
Accordingtosources,thedoctor
is accused of colludingwith an
attendant to admit the patient
forpersonal benefit, andnot in-
forminghigher-ups.
“Action has been taken

against amember of ourmed-
ical team,DrAnjumChugtai, for
alleged negligence,” said AMU
spokespersonDrShariq.

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
&ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEWDELHI, APRIL21

STATINGIThadinformationthat
West Bengalwas not cooperat-
ing with the Inter-Ministerial
Central Teams sent to the state
forassessmentofthesituationin
Covid-hit districts, theMinistry
ofHomeAffairswrotetothestate
governmentTuesday,reminding
it that the Centre’s orderswere
bindingonthestate.
The MHA recalled that

SupremeCourtdirections in the
matterwereonsimilarlinesand
askedWestBengaltoprovideall
support tothe IMCTs.
The ruling TMC reacted an-

grily, saying while states were
fighting the coronavirus, the
Centrewas fightingstates.
TMC leader Derek O’Brien

tweeted,“States, inclBengal,go-
ing all out — fighting Corona.
Unfortunately,centralgovtisgo-
ing all out— fighting the States!
Is this thespiritof federalism?Is
thiswhatourConstitutionsays?
Let’s make handling health
emergency our priority. Politics
canwait tillwinter.”
In his letter toWest Bengal,

Union Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla said the IMCTs comprise
public health specialists and of-
ficers of National DisasterMan-
agement Authority (NDMA),
whose expertise can be lever-
agedbythestategovernment.
“It has been brought to the

notice of thisMinistry that both
the IMCTs,atKolkataand Jalpai-
guri respectively, have not been
providedwith the requisite co-
operation by the State and local
authorities. In fact, they have
beenspecificallyrestrainedfrom
making any visits, interacting
withhealthprofessionals,andas-
sessing the ground level situa-
tion,” the letterstated.
“Thisamountstoobstructing

theimplementationoftheOrde-
rs issuedby theCentralGovern-
ment under theDisasterMana-
gement Act, 2005, and equally
bindingdirectionsoftheHon‘ble
Supreme Court. You are, there-
fore,directedtocomplywiththe
MHAOrderdatedApril19,2020
andmakeallnecessaryarrange-
ments for the IMCTstocarryout
such responsibilities as have
beenentrustedtothemvidethe
aforesaidOrder,”theletterstated.
OnMonday, the MHA sent

letters toWest Bengal,Mahara-
shtra,Rajasthan—allruledbythe
Opposition — and Madhya
Pradesh, saying that lockdown
measureswere being routinely
flouted in their districts, and it
was sending six newly consti-
tuted IMCTs for on-the-spot as-
sessmentof thesituationthere.
The IMCTs,headedbyAddit-

ionalSecretaryrankofficers,will
submit a report to the Centre.
Theyhavebeenauthorisedtois-
suenecessarydirectionstostate
authorities forredressal.
Referring to lockdownviola-

tions, theMHA, in letters to the

fourstates,said:“Theseincidents,
if theyareallowedtooccurwith-
out any restrainingmeasures in
hotspot districts or emerging
hotspots,withlargeoutbreaksor
clusters, pose a serious health
hazard, both for the population
of thesedistrictsandforthat liv-
inginotherareasofthecountry.”
InthecaseofWestBengal,the

MHAhasidentifiedsevendistri-
ctswhereitsaid“thesituationis
especially serious” in terms of
“prevalenceof suchviolations”.
OnTuesday,PunyaSalilaSriv-

astava, Joint Secretary inMHA,
said: “The central government
constitutedfourteamsunderthe
National DisasterManagement
Act thatwere sent to four states.
WhilethoseinMaharashtra,Ma-
dhya Pradesh andRajasthan are
workingwiththefullcooperation
of thestategovernment, inWest
Bengal the teams inKolkata and
Jalpaiguri have hadno coopera-
tion,eitherfromthestategovern-
ment or the district administr-
ation.Theycannotvisitthefields,
are not being allowed to talk to
peopleorassessthegroundsitu-
ation. This is a violation of the
Centre’sorders.Wehavewritten
to thestate tosee that the teams
candotheirwork.”
Earlier in the day, TMC’s

Derek O’Brien told reporters:
“They (IMCTs) are welcome if
they come as per procedure, in
thespiritof cooperative federal-
ism...Everytimetheyshowbias...
they are insulting the people of
WestBengal.”

MHATOBENGAL

‘Our orders are binding,
SupremeCourt said so’

New Delhi



7
THEINDIANEXPRESS,WEDNESDAY,APRIL22,2020

EXPRESSNETWORK
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

DELHICONFIDENTIAL

TIME TO MEET
ANANDSHARMA,seniorCongressleaderandchairmanofthe
Parliamentary StandingCommittee of Home, haswritten to
RajyaSabhaChairmanMVenkaiahNaiduseekingpermission
toconveneameetingof thepanel throughvideo-conferenc-
ingonApril28.Sharma'sdecisiontoconveneameetingcomes
at a timewhen the central government's decision to send
teams for on-the-spot of assessment of the lockdown situa-
tion insomestateshasrankledOppositionparties.Thecom-
mittee, it is learnt, has asked the HomeMinistry to furnish
complete details regarding the lockdown, the roadmap for
lifting the shutdown, the issue of migrant labourers and
arrangements like shelters for them. Lok Sabha SpeakerOm
Birla has already allowed holding a meeting of the
ParliamentaryCommitteeonInformationandTechnologyvia
video-conference.

SURPRISE CHOICES
THECOMPOSITIONofthefive-membercabinetthattookoath
inMadhyaPradeshonWednesday tookmanybysurpriseas
itapparentlydidnothaveanyonefromChiefMinisterShivraj
SinghChouhan'scamp.AlthoughChouhanwaskeenonsome
of his leaders close to him, rebellion from the local unit has
forcedhimtokeepasidehischoices.Sourcessaiditwastheor-
ganisation that took thecall as itwas theeffortsof theBJPas
a party that brought back Chouhan to the top seat. The new
cabinetmaynothaveleftanyonehappy,butthebalancingact
bytheorganisationhasnotleftmuchroomforanyonetocom-
plain either, saidparty leaders. Efficiency andcaste-regional
balancingwas the focuswhile choosing theministers, they
added.Themainargumentwasthat it isanemergencycabi-
net and there could be a grand expansion once normalcy is
restored.

HELPING HAND
THEDEPARTMENTofHealthResearchhaswrittentotheHRD
Ministryseekingnamesof IIMstudentswhocanhelpmanage
theinventoryoftestingkitsandtheirdispatchfromdesignated
depots. ICMRhas identified16depots in16states for stocking
anddispatch of COVID-19 test kits. PGI in Chandigarh, NIV in
Pune, Guwahati Medical College, National Institute of
OccupationalHealthinAhmedabad,NationalResearchInstitute
for ReproductiveHealth inMumbai and RajendraMemorial
ResearchInstituteofMedicalSciencesinPatnaareamongthem.
Although the 16 depots havemanpower, theDepartment of
HealthResearchisn'tsureif theyhavetheexpertisetomanage
inventories and distribution process and hence has sought
namesof IIMstudentswhocanvolunteerhelp.

BASHAARATMASOOD
&ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,APRIL21

TWO DAYS after slapping the
UAPA against a photographer
and lodging an open FIR over a
reportinanationaldaily,theJ&K
Police on Tuesday filed a case
against journalist and author
Gowhar Geelani for his “posts
andwritings” on social media,
calling them “prejudicial to the
national integrity, sovereignty
andsecurityof India”.
While silent on the charges

against him, police accused the
Srinagar-basedGeelani,whomit
didnotidentifyasajournalist,of
“unlawful activities” and “glori-
fyingterrorisminKashmir” that
couldleadtooffencesagainstthe
“securityof (the)State”.
Geelani said, “It is sadthatan

uglypatternof houndingandsi-
lencingjournalistsinKashmirhas
intensifiedsincelastAugust.Asa
journalistforover15years,Ihave
reported various facets of the
Kashmir conflict, American and
Germanelectionsandeconomic
recessionof 2007.Also as apub-
lishedauthormybodyofworkis
thereforeveryonetosee.”

Author of Kashmir — Rage
and Reason, Geelani is a fee-
lancer, who previouslyworked
with German broadcaster
DeutscheWelle.
Masrat Zahra, the photogra-

pher facing charges under the
stringent UAPA over her social
media posts, appeared before
policeonTuesdayandwas later
allowedto leave.
Inan indication that shehad

receivedsomesortofassurance,
she later told her lawyer not to
pursuethepetitionshehadfiled
in the Supreme Court on the
matter.OnTuesdayevening,the
Editors Guild of India issued a
statementcallingfordroppingof
the UAPA charge against Zahra
and the action against The
Hindu’s Srinagarcorrespondent
PeerzadaAshiq.
“Anyrecoursetosuchlawsfor

merely publishing something in
themainstreamor socialmedia
isagrossmisuseofpower.Itsonly
purpose can be to strike terror
intojournalists.TheGuildalsobe-
lieves that this isan indirectway
of intimidating journalists in the
restof thecountry…Meresocial
media posts of factual pictures
can’t attract toughest anti-terror
laws,”readthestatement.

Another Kashmir
journalist faces case over
posts: ‘Unlawful activities’

2,900-KM JOURNEY FROM GUJARAT

Raipur: Twomigrant workers
who were on their way home
wererunoverbyagoodstrainin
Chhattisgarh’sKoriyadistricton
Tuesdaymorning.
Kamleshwar Rajwade (21)

and Gulab Rajwade (20) were
residentsofUcchadihandNevra
villages of Surajpur district and
were undergoing training for
compost production at the
Pendra Krishi Kendra. Stuck in
Gaurela-Marwahi-Pendra dis-
trictandtheirworkstoppedbe-
cause of the lockdown, the duo
left along with two others for
their homes, nearly 130 km
away in Surajpur district, on
Monday night. Theywalked on
railway tracks to avoid being
stoppedbythepolice.
Afterwalking for 80 km, the

four stopped to eat. “They
stopped between Udalkachar
and Darritola in Koriya district
when a freight train ran over
them.Theycouldn'tunderstand
that the train was coming as
therewasacurveonthetracks...
Their colleagueswere saved as
theyhadgonetolookforwater,”
saidapoliceofficer. ENS

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI,APRIL21

IT IS probably the first time in a
month that Jadav Gogoi has
smiled.Andwithgoodreason.
OnMonday,Gogoi, amigrant

workerfromAssam,completeda
journey of around 2,900 km,
partly on foot, partly on a truck,
battling storms, hunger and
thievestoreachhishometownin
Nagaondistrict.
“All I wanted to dowas get

home,”saidasmilingGogoi,ona
video call fromNagaon’s BPCivil
Hospital, where he is currently
quarantined. Lastmonth,when
PMNarendraModi announced
the lockdown, Gogoi said the
“company” heworked at for six
months inGujarat“chuckedhim

out”. “There was no food, nor
money,marketswereclosed,”he
said.“If Ihadstayed,Iwouldhave
starvedanddied.”Itwasthenthat
Gogoi,alongwithagroupofother
migrants—none of whomwas
fromAssam—decided tomake
thelongjourneyhome.
“Yes he is inNagaon, butwe

are trying to ascertain the exact
route andwherehe came from,”
saidAbhijitGurav,NagaonSP.
“Wehave sent our officers to

verify the facts,” saidNagaonDC
JadavSaikia.“Officiallywecannot
commentonwherehecamefrom
andhow.Wewill knowoncewe
speaktohimproperly.Heproba-
bly took a lift. It is unlikely he
walked3,000km.”
But theblistersonhis feet tell

anotherstory.“Iwalked,therewas
atruckbut theydidnotcarryme

thewholeway,”Gogoisaid.
One of his co-travellers,

RakeshKumarYadav, amigrant
worker fromVaranasi, said that
the group left Chandola (near
Ahmedabad) onMarch25. “We
took a bus onMarch 25, then a
truck and when we reached

Varanasi, he said to us ‘chale
jaaonga’ and left. That iswhen I
lastsawhim.”
Before that, Gogoi used

Yadav’sphonetocallhome.Rajen
Phukan, Gogoi’s brother-in-law
who lives inGadharia, the same
villageasGogoi,said,“Hetoldme
hehadreachedUPandhewasgo-
ing to catch a bus to Bihar, and
thenwalktoNagaon—tohiswife
andtwochildren.”
Phukan said theywerewor-

ried,“Itwasajourneyof1,000km.
I toldhim itwasa lockdownand
that it was very dangerous to
move around but he seemed to
insist.”
ThenonApril13,whenGogoi

calledagaintosayhehadentered
Barpeta district, 300 km away.
Gogoi told his family he slept in
busstops,jironighors(resthouses

that dot the highway), and ate
whenhewaslucky.
“He survived onbiscuits and

tea,”saysJayshree,Phukan’swife.
“He also saidhewas robbed.He
hadsetoutwithRs4,000.”
On April 19, Gogoi called

Phukan to say he had reached
Ahotguri in Raha, 45 km from
Gadharia. “Myniece fromAsom
JatiyatabadiYuvaChatraParishad
alertedpoliceandrushedoutina
cartofetchhim,”saidPhukan.
Police rushedhimtohospital

whereGogoiwasput inquaran-
tine. “We are testing him for
COVID-19,” said J Ahmed,
Superintendent of Nagaon
CivilHospital.
Gogoi said, “I amhappy tobe

here. I do not havemore to say.
One thing is for sure:neverwill I
stepoutofAssamagain.”

Home at last: ‘Will never step out of Assam again’

JadavGogoisayshewas
thrownoutbyfirm.

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, APRIL21

WITHCHINESE testingkitshav-
ing come under the scanner,
Indiaissteppingupprocurement
and production of testing kits
fromSouthKoreancompanies.
OfficialsonTuesdaysaidthat

a South Korean company has
agreed to make and supply 5
lakh rapid antibody testing kits
at its facility in Manesar,
Haryana.
India's ambassador to South

KoreaSripriyaRanganathanvis-
itedthefirm’s—SDBiosensor—
facility in north Chungcheong
provinceinSouthKoreaandhas
tiedupthearrangements.
Thecompanyhasdecidedto

manufacture these kits in a
week,andwillmakemoreinthe
next fewweeks.
This comes as the Indian

Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) on Tuesday advised
states not to use the testing kits
for the next two days, stating
thatitwillissueanadvisoryafter
medical teams carry out field
validationof thekits.
Besides,Indiaisprocuringan-

other 5 lakh coronavirus testing
kits from South Korea tomeet
theirgrowingdemandinviewof
risingcasesof the infection.
TheIndianembassy inSeoul

inked a dealwith South Korean
pharma giant Humasis Ltd to
procure the kits, sources said.
The company is sourcing raw
materials for production of the
testing kits from India, officials
said.
Overthepastfewweeks,sev-

eral Indianagencies andprivate
companieshavesourced4.5lakh
testingkits fromSouthKorea.
India has received 6.5 lakh

testingkitsfromChinalastweek.
Sources said India is also also
looking at procuring medical
equipment,includingtestingkits
from the UK, the US, France,
Japan,MalaysiaandGermany.

MILINDGHATWAI
BHOPAL,APRIL21

NEARLY Amonth after the BJP
formed the government in
MadhyaPradesh, ChiefMinister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Tuesdayincludedtwoloyalistsof
JyotiradityaScindia,whoserebel-
lion brought down the 15-
month-old KamalNath govern-
ment, into his five-member
truncatedCabinet.
Sincehe tookoathonMarch

23, Chouhanwas the onlymin-
ister in the state andhad drawn
criticism for not expanding his
Cabinet even as the number of
COVID-19 cases and the death
toll inMadhya Pradesh contin-
uedtoclimb.
The Cabinet expansion, it is

learnt,was delayed because the
BJP was finding it difficult to
strikeabalancebetweenitssen-
ior leaders and Scindia loyalists.
And this is learnt to have forced
the rulingparty tonamea trun-
cated Cabinet. A full Cabinet is
likelytobeinplaceafterthelock-
down ends. Former Congress
MLAs TulsiramSilawat (65) and

Govind Rajput (58), who held
health and transport portfolios,
respectively, in the Kamal Nath
cabinet, were namedministers.
Theywere among sixministers
and 16 otherMLAswhohad re-
signed from the previous
Congress government, reducing
the party’s strength in the 230-
member Assembly to 92, and
joinedtheBJP.
Bothwillhavetowinbypolls

in the next six months. In all,
therewillbe24bypolls.TheBJP’s
strength intheAssembly is107.
BJPleadersNarottamMishra

(60), a Brahmin leader from

Gwaliorregion,KamalPatel(58),
an OBC leader fromHarda, and
MeenaSingh(49),atriballeader
from Vindhya region, are the
otherministers.
The fiveministers belong to

different regions. Chouhan did
notimmediatelyallotportfolios,
butmade the newministers in-
chargeof twodivisionseach.
The expansion is learnt to

have caused heartburn in some
senior BJP leaders. Rajput’s in-
ductionhasreportedlyupsetfor-
merLeaderofOppositionGopal
Bhargav and former Home
Minister Bhupendra Singh be-

cause they both belong to Sagar
region. Singhwas in Bhopal till
Monday but left for his home-
townwhen it became apparent
that hewon’t find a place in the
cabinet. Bhargav said he re-
spectedtheparty’sdecision.
Scindiasaid,“Iamsureunder

the able leadership of Chouhan,
youwillfightthewaragainstthe
coronavirusunitedlyandwin.’’
Former CM Kamal Nath

called it a joke on the 7.5 crore
people of MP. “Only fiveminis-
ters in an expansion that took
placeafteronemonth.Noalloca-
tionofportfolios,’’hesaid.

2 Scindia loyalists, 3 others add to
CM Chouhan’s one-man MP ministry

India moves to
procure more
test kits from
Korean firms

2 Chhattisgarh
workers on way
home run over
by goods train Chandigarh: In a letter to Prime

MinisterNarendraModi,Punjab
CM Captain Amarinder Singh
suggestedathree-prongedstrat-
egytobailoutthestatesfromthe
COVID-19 crisis, including a
three-month special financial
package and extension to the
15th Finance Commission till
October 2021 for submission of
its final report.
He requested the PM to ask

the15thFinanceCommissionto
review its interim report for
2020-21 in context of themuch
lower revenue share for the
states as compared to earlier
projections which assumed 7
percentGDPgrowth.
Noting that a zero growth

scenarioinGDPforIndiawasnot
unlikely, he said that someana-
lystswere projecting even neg-
ativegrowth.
Amarinder Singhalso sought

theCentre’s permission to open
liquorvendsinthestate.Hewrote
to Home Minister Amit Shah
seekingago-ahead,withthecon-
ditionofsocialdistancing. ENS

In letter to PM,
Amarinder seeks
special package

Raipur: Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel has
writtenalettertoPrimeMinister
NarendraModirequestingfinan-
cialassistanceofRs30,000crore
from the Centre over the next
threemonthswith an immedi-
atereleaseofRs10,000crore.He
also requested that exemptions
fromthe lockdownbeextended
ingreendistrictsforsweetshops,
vehicle and electronic show-
rooms,repairworks,saleofprop-
erties and all retail activities, to
helpthestategainrevenue.
“Due to the long period of

lockdown, revenue collections
have come down to almost
zero... there is also a big reduc-
tionintheamountthatthestate
receivesfromcentral taxes... the
stategovernmentisneedingad-
ditional resources for the liveli-
hood of the 56 lakh poor and
needy families,”hewrotewhile
also referring to financial assis-
tance for industry, business,
serviceandagriculturesectors.

ENS

Baghel writes
to PM, seeks
Rs 30,000 cr aid

Havetheresultsof thefirst
threeweeksof lockdown
beenalongexpectedlines?
The effect of the first three

weeksoflockdownisnowclearly
visible.Indiahassucceededinflat-
tening thecurve. Ifwe lookback,
we startedwith a case doubling
rate of about every threedays in
mid-Marchwhen the govern-
ment took severalmeasures to
contain the outbreak...The dou-
bling rate of cases by the end of
March slowed toevery fivedays.
Sincethe5th/6thApril, theeffect
oflockdownonflatteningtheout-
break curvehas becomeconsis-
tentlyevident.Thedoublingtime
now is close to every8days, and
thereismoretocome.Wecanex-
pect it todroptoevery10days in
the next few days. Because the
lockdown continues up to 3rd
May, we also expect further
dampeningofthecurvewellinto
mid-May.ThetrajectoryafterMay
woulddependonthepaceoflock-
downde-escalation. Sinceopen-
ing of the lockdown will be a
phased and nuanced affair, we
should not expect an abrupt in-
crease in cases. Thus, in termsof
outbreak control, lockdownhas
yielded the desired results....
Compare itwithanyothercoun-
try and youwould notice how
wellwehavedoneasanation.

Howdoyouseethispanning
out?Whatwillhappeninthe
next twoweeksandbeyond?
In thenext twoweeks, I visu-

alise consistent anddeepadher-
ence to lockdownnorms. Areas
wherephasedrelaxationswould
kickinwouldalsorespectthelim-
its of activities allowed. We
presentlyhavea limitednumber
of hotspots and clusters, and the
situation is under control. The
nexttwoweeksshouldseeouref-
fective containment of these

hotspots just as itwas achieved
earlier in Agra, Bhilwara and in
Kerala. It isalsonotablethatlarge
andhighly populated states like
UttarPradeshandBiharhavesuc-
ceeded in ensuring that theout-
break remainswell-contained.
Containment efforts should go
hand-in-hand with efforts to
strengthenthehealthsystem.De-
escalationof lockdown ispoten-
tiallyanopportunityforthevirus
to resurface and spread, and this
is bound tohappen to anextent.
Therecouldbenewclusterswhen
life and activities becomemore
normal. Themagnitude of such
spreadisinverselyproportionalto
our collective compliancewith
thebest practices.Wecannot af-
fordtofritterawaythelockdown
gainsmadeataphenomenaleco-
nomiccostandhardship.Wehave
tokeepthevirustransmissionun-
dercheckandensurethatnonew
peaks appear. June and July
monthswilltestourresolve.

Arewetestingenough?Many
expertsseemtothinkweare
missingtheundercurrentsof
amuchlargerepidemic
India’s strategyof testinghas

been calibrated and pragmatic,
makingbest use of the available
resources.ICMRhasscaledupour
testingcapabilitythroughalarge
laboratorynetworkvery rapidly,
andengagedtheprivatesectoras
well.Today,thereare201govern-
ment and86designatedprivate
laboratoriesinthecountry.Inad-
dition,23nationalsciencelabora-
toryhubsarenetworkedwith63
facilities in16cities forCOVID-19
diagnostic services. There are
somegeographical areas that do
needmore access to testing sys-
tems.Toaddressthat,recently,all
medical colleges have been re-
questedtoestablishsuch labora-
tories. Our initial conservative

testingguidelineswerealignedto
thethenprevalentstage(s)of the
disease.Theguidelineshavenow
been broadened, andwe have
testedasmanyas3.6lakhindivid-
uals so far. Evenwhenour daily
testingnumberhasnowreached
35,000, the proportion of those
positive remains consistently
around4per cent, indicatingab-
senceofanysignificantundercur-
rent of symptomatic cases.We
will further refine and liberalise
the testing strategy as the situa-
tiondemands,andwewillensure
adequatecapacitytodoso...

What is the“newnormal”
after lockdown?
Life asweknowhas changed

for nowand the immediate fu-
ture. The pandemic would be
considered extinguished only
when it subsides worldwide.
Meanwhile, social distancing,
wearingamaskandhandwash-
ingarethenewnormal.Protecting

our elderly is the new normal.
Likewise, thenewnormalwould
dictateustoavoidgatherings.We
should get used to less crowded
marketsandshops.Virtualmeet-
ingswill be theway forward in
placeoffacetofacemeetings.We
must be responsible enough to
self-quarantineourselves in case
of flu-like symptoms.Wemust
notattachstigmatoapersonwho
wants to be tested for COVID-19
or has been advisedhospitalisa-
tionbeingpositive.

Intheruralareas,health
facilitiesare fewerandfar
between.Howwill tracking
andtracinghappenthere
once lockdownisover?
Byandlarge, ruralareashave

beenfreeofthediseasesofar.The
outbreak is largely urban and
peri-urban.However,thiscannot
betakenforgranted.Fortunately,
ruralcommunitiesaretakingpro-
activemeasures. These include
wearingmasks,washing hands,
maintaining social distance and
conformingtocontainmentnor-
ms ... Access to healthcare and
referral linkages are being
strengthened...

Giveanideaabouthowthe
healthsectorwasprepared
betweenJanuary8when
India’s firstCOVIDmeeting
happenedandMarch22
whenlockdownstarted in
manyareas
The lockdownhas provided

thecountryaprecious timewin-
dow tomount optimumhealth
systempreparation.Itisexpected
that among symptomatic cases,
80% would have mild disease,
about20%moderateandabout5%
severe disease. The country has
developedacomprehensiveplan
tofacetheonslaughtofCOVID-19
outbreak of a large scale should

thateventualityarisedespiteallef-
forts.Thepreparednessapproach
takenaims tobe ready for avery
largepotentialsurgeofnewcases
of COVID-19. Three types of
COVID-specificfacilitieshavebeen
envisaged. At themost sophisti-
catedlevel,therewillbededicated
COVIDhospitals for severe cases
withintensivecarefacilities.Then
therearededicatedCOVIDhealth
centresmeantformoderatelysick
andhigh-risk caseswho require
oxygenand supportive care, but
nointensivecare.Atthethirdrung,
COVIDcarecentresprovideisola-
tionfacilitiesforCOVIDcaseswith
milddiseaseandforthosesuspect
casestobekeptinisolationtilltheir
testsconfirmorrefutethedisease.
It is also important to highlight
here that COVID care centres
would actually not be located in
hospital facilities, but inquaran-
tine-like systemssuchashostels,
schools,stadia,evenhotelsetc.The
rationaleistomakesurethathos-
pitalbedsareutilisedforthemod-
erateandseverecases,andimpor-
tantly,alsoforpatientswithother
illnesses.ThebattleagainstCOVID-
19willbefoughttogetherwiththe
privatesector. ...

Whereareweintermsof
vaccine,drugsetc.?
...AtleastfourfirmsinIndiaare

collaboratingwithoverseaspart-
ners for research and develop-
mentforvaccines.Likewise,atle-
astfourofournationallaboratories
have identifiedpotential vaccine
candidates.ABCGvaccine trial is
ontheanvil.AnempoweredTask
Forceismakingsurethatallefforts
aremadetodevelopanindigeno-
usvaccineinthenearfuture.India
will notmiss anyopportunity to
be theglobalhub forvaccinede-
velopmentandmanufacturing...

FULL INTERVIEWON
www.indianexpress.com

NITIAayogmemberDrVKPAULtellsABANTIKAGHOSHwhat’snextinIndia'sfightagainstCOVID-19

THE EXPRESS

INTERVIEW
WITH

DRVKPAUL
NITI AAYOGMEMBER

‘Consider pandemic extinguished
onlywhen it subsidesworldwide’

MPGovernorLaljiTandonandCMShivrajSinghChouhanwiththeministersonTuesday. PTI

Srinagar: A doctor at the
Government Medical College
(GMC)inBaramullaisamong12
freshCOVID-19casesreportedin
J&KonTuesday.
The juniordoctor inthehos-

pital’s medicine department is
the first doctor in the Valley to
havetestedpositiveforthecoro-
navirus.Hissamplewassentfor
testingonMondayasheshowed
symptomsoverthelastfewdays.
At least19peopleatthehos-

pital,whowerethedoctor’scon-

tacts, have been quarantined, a
senior health official said. “His
family has also been taken into
quarantine,” the official said.
Officials said the doctor may
havebeeninfectedwhileexam-
ining patients. J-K government
spokesperson Rohit Kansal
tweeted,“12newcases-11from
Kashmir1fromJammudivision
(Kathua).10recoveriestoo.Total
casesnow380.JammuDivision-
56andKashmirDivision-324.”

ADILAKHZER

J&K: doc among 12 new cases

New Delhi
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CRUDE SHOCK
Collapseofoilpricesignalsdemanddecline, lackofstorage

capacity. Indiamustbuilditsstrategicreserves

R EVERBERATIONS FROMTHE economic dislocation caused by the coron-
avirus arebeing felt across theworld.OnMonday, thepriceof theMay fu-
turescontractforWestTexasIntermediatecrude(WTI)intheUSthatisdue
toexpireonTuesday fell intonegative territory—settlingat -$37.63abar-

rel. Thisextremepricemovement is indicativeof howdeeplyoversupplied theUSmar-
ket isowing to thecollapse indemandaseconomicactivityhascometoastandstill and
thefactthatthereisn’tstoragecapacitytoabsorbthisexcesssupply.The“negative”price
indicates that investorsholdingtheseMaycontractsessentiallydidnotwanttotakede-
liveryof theoil, unable to findstorage facilities.Andwhile the Junecontract is currently
hoveringaround$20abarrel, theprice crash in theMaycontracts suggests that storage
willcontinuetobeaproblem.ThisimpliesthatunlesssupplyintheUSiscutbackfurther
to readjust to thecollapse indemand,morepain is likely.
This isn’t a US-specific problem. Earlier, the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting

Countries,alongwithRussia,agreedtocutcrudeoiloutputby9.7millionbarrelsperdayto
bringdownsupply. This cut iseffective fromMayand is supposed to last till June.But this
cutisunlikelytobeenoughtoreadjustsupplygiventheextentof thecollapseinglobalde-
mand.Whileaccordingtosomeestimatesdemandislikelytobe30percentlower,itisdif-
ficult at this stage toaccuratelygauge theextentof the fall. Thus, it is likely that thesecuts
willneedtobefollowedupbyfurthercutstoreadjustsupply. Inthissituationof lowcrude
oilprices,whileoilproducingcountrieswill suffer, oil consumingcountries like Indiawill
benefit.Lowerpricesshouldnotonlyhelpinreducingthecurrentaccountdeficit,butcould
alsoeaseinflationarypressuresifgovernmentsdopassonthebenefit,evenpartially,toend
consumers.However,itisalsolikelythatasthelockdownrestrictionsareeased,andaseco-
nomicactivitygraduallypicksup,theCentreandthestatesraisetaxesoncrudeoiltoshore
uptheirstrugglingrevenues.Further,asloweroilpriceswillimpacttheeconomiesofoilpro-
ducingcountries inthemiddleeast, theycouldalsoaffectremittanceflowstoIndia.
Indiamustseizethisopportunitytobuildonitsoilreserves.Thegovernmenthassaid

that it will take advantage of the low crude oil prices to fill its strategic petroleum re-
serves. Thecountry’s strategicpetroleumreserve facilitieshaveacapacityof 5.3million
metrictonnes—amountingto9.5daysof itscrudeoilrequirements(asperconsumption
pattern of 2017-18). Additionally, the government has approved the setting up two ad-
ditional SPR facilitieswhichwill add another 6.5MMTor about 11.57days of the coun-
try’s crude requirements. In comparison, each IEA country has to hold emergency oil
stocksequivalenttoat least90daysof imports. Indiashouldbeworkingonsimilar lines.

UNFREEDOM OF PRESS
BookingofphotographerunderUAPA,FIRonanewspaper
report, sendoutachillingmessageonfreespeech

IN JANUARY, RULINGon theblockingof the internet in JammuandKashmir after
the abrogationof Article 370, the SupremeCourt laiddown that access to the in-
ternet, andthespeechtherein,are fundamental rightsprotectedunderArticle19
of theConstitution.Yet,thisweek,theJ&Kpolicebookedayoungphotographerin

Kashmir,MasratZahra,undertheUnlawfulActivities(Prevention)Actforallegedly“anti-
national” posts on socialmedia. An FIR has also been registered against a report from
Kashmir inTheHindu,allegingthat itwas“fakenews”.Boththe invokingof adraconian
law,underwhichanindividualcanbedesignatedaterrorist, forFacebookposts,andthe
FIRagainstanewspaperreport, sendoutachillingmessageonfreespeechtojournalists
across the country. They go against principles and protections guaranteed by the
Constitution, andupheldby theapexcourt.
It isnotunrelated that in recentyears, the lawof seditionhasbeenused inbluntand

indiscriminateways, invitingchargesof intimidatingdissentersandrestrictingfreedoms
- despite specific court rulings onwhat constitutes sedition. For instance, in Kedarnath
SinghvStateofBihar (1962), theSupremeCourt ruledthatcriticismsof thegovernment,
even thestate itself, donotconstitute seditionoranact seenasdetrimental to thesecu-
rityandintegrityof theUnion. InBalwantSinghvStateofPunjab(1995)itfoundthateven
sloganeering that seemingly supports separatism—in this case, “KhalistanZindabad” -
aslongisitdoesnotdirectlyincitepeopletocommitviolenceagainsttheIndianstate,falls
within theboundsof free speech.According todata fromtheNational CrimesResearch
Bureau,therehasbeenasteadyriseinthenumberofseditioncasesfrom2014(47cases)
to 2018 (70 cases)—and there have been only four convictions in that time, giving cre-
dence to theperception that the lawisbeingmisused tocurb fundamental freedoms.
Theuseof a law framed todealwith terrorismandviolentmilitancy inZahra’s case,

ortheFIRagainstTheHindu,donotconstitutethe“reasonablerestriction”onfreespeech
that the lawand the constitution permit. Thesemust be revoked. Journalists in Jammu
andKashmir have always facedmore curbs than their counterparts elsewhere— secu-
rity is theperfectalibi forallgovernmentstoclampdownondissent.But the latestdeci-
sion is a new lowevenby thatworrisomeyardstick.When there are growing concerns
overtheshrinkingspaceforotherinstitutionsandindividualfreedoms,thisdecisiononly
confirmsthatcurbsonInternetaccessmayhavebeeneasedsinceAugust5but littlehas
changedwhen it comes tosecuring the rightsof thepress.

CAT AND MOUSE
Animation losesanunusual talentwith thedeathofGene
Deitch,whogave life toTom, JerryandPopeyeonTV

GENEDEITCH, THE Czech-American illustrator and animatorwho brought
somememorableseasonsofTomandJerryandPopeyetotelevision,hasdied
in Prague at the age of 95. From revelling in the thrill of the chase to pro-
motingspinach,hewasabroad-spectrumartist.Hisworkdidnotearncrit-

ical acclaim at the time, butwith the benefit of perspective, it was a significant depar-
ture from the smooth, Hollywood-readywork ofWilliamHanna and Joseph Barbera,
whohadlaunchedthefeatures.FromaroundtheSixties,theAmericancomicindustrydi-
versified out of the superheroes era in search of new leading characters like Hanna-
Barbera’sHuckleberryHound,Scooby-Doo,YogiBear, theFlintstonesandtheJetsons. In
print andonTV,Hanna-Barbera had taken an early leadwith Tomand Jerry,whowere
conceived in1940.
TheyarestillonTV,andtheuniversalthemeofthechasemayhaveassuredthemtheir

longevity. The chase, a particular form of the quest, has powered storytelling for ever,
from the tale of Aeneas to that of Luke Skywalker. Tom and Jerry is a chase that’s been
runningfor80years,andDeitchilluminatedpartofthejourney.Hehimself thoughtitwas
an echo of the David andGoliath tale, though. The feline Goliath always loses, and the
mightymouse lives to runagain.
Deitchworked in theerawhen, longbeforemanga, comicswereperceived tobevio-

lent.Acatplanningtoeatamousedoesindeedofferviolence,buthebelievedthat likeall
otherformsofart,comicsheldupamirrortoreality.Healsoproducedmainstreamart:His
shortMunro,whichranasacurtain-raisertoBreakfastatTiffany’s,wonanAcademyAward.
Itmaynotberememberedwellnow,but thecatandmousegameliveson,everafter.

Nation after lockdown

Suhas Palshikar

DRaja

Minimisedemocracy,maximiseinterfaithdistance,
maintainaloofnessfrompoor—maybethenewnormal

LEARNING FROM LENIN
At150, the leaderof theOctoberRevolutionhas lessons forapost-Covidworld

ASTHECOUNTRYreelsunderthesecondin-
stalment of anunprecedented lockdown, it
maybeworthwhiletolookatthecriticalar-
easwherethelockdownhasbeensuccessful
—andwhatthatsuccessmeans.Letusleave
aside the claim that the lockdownhas kept
thespreadof thecoronavirusundercontrol.
Partlybecausethat“success”wouldnothave
called foranextensionof the lockdownand
also because experts may tell us that the
virusmaynotbesoeasilytamed—itwillstay
withusforquitesometimeandraiseitshead
again and again. But victory in the “war”
againstthevirusnotwithstanding,whenever
India resumes a semblance of normalcy, it
would be a newnormal. The normal of the
futurewould be based on three successful
narrativesof thepast fourweeks.
The first is an unspoken but pervasive

narrative. It is about what we do with
democracy. A futurehistorianwould surely
report that itwas an extraordinary exercise
tomore or less bring to a standstill a conti-
nental country, putting amammoth popu-
lation into home-captivity.What does this
successsignify?Intheurgententhusiasmto
ensureanationalfightagainstthepandemic,
smaller voices about cross-party consulta-
tion,federalprinciples, judicialoversight,are
all consigned tooutdated textbooksof poli-
tics and governance. Even as the second
phase of the lockdownunfolds, theMHA is
fuming that Kerala is not following the
Centre’s plan but adopting its own. Clearly,
thereisonlyonefountofwisdom,onesource
of policy, onecentreof power.
There arenoquestions asked as towhat

gave which government the authority to
clamp the lockdown. No discussion on
whether the disaster management act
should be covering epidemic situations.
Nobodyseemsworriedthatwedonothave
a democratically legislated epidemic dis-
eases act and rely on a colonial era act.
Politicalpartiesareoblivioustotheseissues.
Public discussions bypass these procedural
matters. We have installed a hierarchy of
principles: Results count, procedures don’t
matter. It has been somewhat mildly de-
scribedbyonescholarasan“executiveemer-
gency”.
Notmanywouldrealisetoday,muchless

agree, that the lockdownwill prove to be a
most dangerous experiment in our democ-
racy. This is not about just the central gov-
ernment,ortherulingparty.Thefrightening

successof thelockdownisthewillingnessof
theentirerulingclassandthearticulatepub-
lic in thegigantic suspensionof democracy.
Theswiftabilitywithwhichthecivilandpo-
lice bureaucracy could bemobilised in the
efforts to push the entire population into
home lock-up should be amodel lesson for
anyfutureautocrat. Itwouldbeatoughtask
forIndiatocomeoutof themental-intellec-
tuallockdownthatithaswillinglyaccepted.
Not surprisingly, a petition in the Supreme
Court has asked for an order to deploy the
military to implement the lockdown.
ThisisnottoarguethattheCOVIDthreat

should not have invoked a firm policy of
physical distancing; the argument is about
the fallout.Wenowhavea template forun-
dermining democracy: Talk about a public
cause, about public well-being and obtain
approval for abandoning core principles of
democracy. Today, it might appear to be a
justifiablemove— indeed, both themedia
andOpposition have said so and the public
hasacquiesced.Whatguaranteedowehave
that our future democracywill not be gov-
erned by this narrative of nationally neces-
sarydemocratic curtailment?
Twoothernarrativesstemfromourvery

ownsocialdistancingproject.Onepertainsto
the long existing distance betweenHindus
andMuslims. Everything possible is being
done to ensure that this social distance
wouldincreaseinamannerthatitwouldbe
difficult for the two communities to peace-
fullyco-exist.Theirresponsiblegatheringof
the Tablighi Jamaat in Delhi only added to
theviciousdistancing.Seizingthatmoment,
butunrelatedtoit,wastheMuslim-bashing
that ensued in the backdropof theDelhi ri-
otsjustbeforethecoronaoutbreak.Ifyoure-
call that theanti-CAAprotestswere contin-
uously branded as Muslim protests, and
worse, a conspiracy against India, the pat-
ternbecomesclear.
Not just social media but the electronic

andprintmedia,too,enthusiasticallylatched
on to the Hindu-Muslim divide in present-
ing the spread of corona and the violations
of the lockdown.Over thepast fourweeksa
narrative has made a deep impact: That
everythingmustbeseenthroughtheprism
of religious communities; thatMuslimsare
conspiringagainstIndianinterest—somuch
so that terms like “corona jihad” came into
circulationandnogovernmentmadeanyef-
fort to stem this ugly communal virus. The

narrativeisnotnew,butitstractionshouldbe
notedasadirectcontributionof thecurrent
moment. We are now perhaps just a step
away from the socio-economic boycott of
Muslims inmanypartsof thecountry.Once
that has happened, we shall have achieved
complete success in the century-long proj-
ectof socialdistancing.
Equally disturbingly, the lockdown has

ensuredthattheclass-chasmwouldbecome
morereal,moresharpandyetpolitically in-
fructuous. The overwhelming support that
the lockdown has received among India’s
middle classes is noteworthy not just be-
cause of the gullibility of that class but also
becauseof itscompletelackofsocialconnec-
tion to anything beyond itself. Over the last
fourweeks,manystoriesofdislocation,des-
titutionandstarvationhaveemerged;infor-
mationabout stranded labourers is flowing
in.Butmiddleclassconsciencehasnotfound
itnecessarytotakethisintoaccount.Westop
at personal acts of kindness, celebration of
philanthropy and a quick lapse into amne-
sia. Politics of and for the poor has become
inadmissible.Politicsdoesnotdemandthat
anymeasureagainstCOVIDmust, as its first
priority, includeadecentpolicyspacetoad-
dress the difficulties of the vulnerable sec-
tions. This is not to say that Indian politics
waseverreallysensitiveaboutthepoor;but
now,eventhecynicalpossibilityofelectoral
gains does not push parties to fight for the
rightsof thepoor.
Thisdoublesocialdistancing—ofthema-

jority community from theminority and of
thevocalandinfluentialclassesfromthemass
of the poor— sitswellwith the narrative of
cutting democracy to size. In amajoritarian
andmiddle-class driven social universe, the
placeofdemocracyisboundtobemarginal,if
not nominal.We began this “war”with the
convenientplatitudeof“jaanhaitojahaanhai”
(wecanthinkofwellbeingonly ifwelive). In
turning this platitude into “jaan aur jahaan”
later, we admitted thatwemight be losing
bothlivesandlivelihoods.Inthemidstofthat
veryrealpossibility,weareonthevergeofbe-
inghauntedbythethreenarratives:Minimise
democracy,maximiseinterfaithdistanceand
maintainaloofnessfromthepoor.Willthatbe
theshapeof lifeafter lockdown?

Thewriter taughtpolitical scienceat
SavitribaiPhulePuneUniversity, Pune,and is

chief editorofStudies in IndianPolitics

APRIL 22, 2020, marks the 150th birth an-
niversaryofVILenin.Hewasoneofthegreat-
est theoreticians of Left politics after Karl
Marx.Hewasanexcellentstrategistandtac-
tician,wholedthefirstsocialistrevolutionin
1917, in Russia. Hewas the head of the first
socialistcountryandfounderoftheUnionof
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR).While it is
appropriate that theworking people of the
world pay their tributes to the leaderwho
changedthecourseofhistorybyestablishing
agovernmentoftheworkingclassesandlaid
the foundation for a new social order, there
isaneedtolookatsocialisminthecontextof
theongoingdebateontheworldpost-Covid.
The lockdown forced by the corona epi-

demichastriggeredagitationsbythehungry,
homeless and jobless poor and migrant
workersinmanycountries,includingtheUS.
Many scholars are recalling the Great
Depressionwhile debating the impact the
pandemicislikelytohaveontheglobalecon-
omy.TheGreatDepressionisconventionally
datedfromOctober28,1929,whentheDow
JonesIndustrialAveragefellmorethan20per
centinasingleday.However,thedepression
beganinthefirstdecadesofthe20thcentury.
The crisis of overproduction and over-accu-
mulation led to the collapse of purchasing

powerandinvestment,creatingmassiveun-
employmentandotherrelatedproblems.The
economicdepressionduring1929-32shook
all of Europe and theUS. During this period
the economy of the USwas in competition
andconflictwithEurope, generatinghome-
lessness,migration, hunger and unimagin-
ablemiseries.Thecrisisofcapitalismandthe
conflictamongthecapitalistcountriesledto
WorldWarI.Halfacenturyearlier,Marxhad
publishedthefirstvolumeofCapital, inwhich
heestablished that capitalism is a crisis-rid-
deneconomicsystem.
At thebeginningof theGreatDepression,

LeninwasleadingtherevolutioninRussia.He
argued that capitalism reached its highest
stage inmonopolycapitalismandthereafter,
becameparasitic andmoribund. Hiswork,
Imperialism:Thehigheststageofcapitalism,was
aresponsetothecrisis.TheOctoberRevolution
was waged in the backdrop of the Great
Depression andWorldWar I. TheUSSRwas
projectedasanalternativetothecapitalistor-
derthatensuredequalityandjusticetoall.
It’s now 90 years since the Great

Depression. Those experiences and lessons
are relevant even today. The current stageof
capitalistdevelopmenthascreatedunprece-
dentedincomeandwealthinequalitywithin

the country and among the nations.
Capitalism is in deep crisis. Theworld, after
corona recedes, is not going to be the same.
Theeconomiccrisismayworsen.
Itisimperativetoreflectontheeconomic

ramifications of this evolving scenario in
India. Even in the name of the coronavirus,
attempts are on to spread fear and terror
among the people in the name of religion.
From Buddha to Ravidas and further to
Ambedkar, there has been the enduring
dream of Begumpura. In our times,
Begumpura is theNew Indiawhere people
residewithout fear and dread,worries and
sufferings.Marx and Leninwould not hesi-
tate toalignwith these leadersand thinkers
ofourcountry.Butcorporatecapitalismwill
notallowanyalternativeoutsidethecapital-
iststructure.Right-wingforceshavealready
captured power inmany countries, includ-
ingIndia.Theseforceswilldismantledemoc-
racybyencouragingfascistforceswhoclaim
toactinthenameofradicalnationalrenewal.
WhenwepaytributestoLenin,weshould

not fail to think aboutways to liberate peo-
ple from all kinds of exploitations and en-
slavement.

Thewriter isgeneral secretary,CPI

This is not about just the
central government, or the
ruling party. If one looks
beyond partisan politics, the
frightening success of the
lockdown is the willingness
of the entire ruling class and
the articulate public in the
gigantic suspension of
democracy. The swift ability
with which the civil and
police bureaucracy could be
mobilised in the efforts to
push the entire population
into home lock-up should be
a model lesson for any future
autocrat. It would be a tough
task for India to come out of
the mental-intellectual
lockdown that it has
willingly accepted. Not
surprisingly, a petition in the
Supreme Court has asked
for an order to deploy the
military to implement the
lockdown.

It’s now 90 years since the
Great Depression. Those
experiences and lessons are
relevant even today. The
current stage of capitalist
development — neo-
liberalism — has created
unprecedented income and
wealth inequality within the
country and among the
nations. Capitalism is in
deep crisis. The world, after
corona recedes, is not going
to be the same; the economic
crisis may worsen.
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WORDLYWISE

Oil is a resource that anaesthetises
thought, blurs vision, corrupts.

— RYSZARD KAPUSCINSKITHEEDITORIALPAGE

ASSAM VIOLENCE
THE POLICEUSED lathis and teargas to dis-
perseseveralthousandpeopleastheysquat-
tedintheChandmariareaafterhavingbeen
prevented fromproceeding to the pipeline
headquartersofOil IndiaLimitedatNarengi.
At theendof thedayofheavy lathi-charges,
teargassing and arrests in and around
Narengi,15kmfromAssam,theAssamgov-
ernmentwasnonearer tomaking crudeoil
flow again to the refineries. More than 100
persons, includingwomen,were injured in
thelathicharge.AspokesmanfortheGauhati
MedicalCollegeHospital,wheretheinjured
were taken, said fourof themwere inacrit-
ical condition.

GROWTH IS 5 PER CENT
THE PLANNING COMMISSION expects to
achieve 5 per cent annual growth rate dur-
ing theSixthFive-YearPlanwhichwill have
anewtime-framefrom1980-81to1984-85.
Itmayevenbepossibletoachievethegrowth
rate of 5.5 per cent during the last years of
the Plan. The time-frame and targets were
fixedatthefirstmeetingofthereconstituted
Planning Commission in Delhi under the
chairmanship of the PrimeMinister. The
rollingplan concept has beengiven a go-by
onthegroundthatitwillmeantheveryend
oftheplanningexerciseasMrsGandhiputit
inheropeningremarksatthecommission’s
meeting. At the same time, she recognised

the need for continuous monitoring and
preparationofcontingencyplanswhenever
theoriginalprojectionsgoawry.

YEMEN PRESIDENT
PRESIDENT ABDUL FATTAH Ismail (41), of
SouthYemen, theSovietUnion’sclosestally
in the Arabworld, resigned for “health rea-
sons”.Sources inCairosaid Ismail’s resigna-
tionwastheculminationofapowerstruggle
withPrimeMinisterAliNasserMohammed.
Mohammedwaselectedbythecentralcom-
mitteeof therulingSocialistPartytoreplace
Ismail as chairman of the presidium of the
Supreme People’s Council (President) and
secretary-generalof theparty.

APRIL 22, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO

New Delhi



THEINDIANEXPRESS,WEDNESDAY,APRIL22,2020 WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“Given that Pakistan is still in the initial stages of grappling with the virus, the
government currently has very little information about infection rates,
confirmed cases and future projections that supports the easing of restrictions.”

— DAWNTHE IDEASPAGE
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

IMAGINE INTHEmidstof theCubanmissile
crisis (thatalmostpushedtheUSandSoviet
Unionintoanuclearconfrontation)therewas
anoutbreakoftheSpanishfluandtheUSwas
still on the gold standard. The current crisis
needs tobeappreciatedby Indiasimilarly. It
requiresamedicalcure tokill the fear,effec-
tive economic actions and sophisticated
geopoliticalnavigation.Weallrecognisethat
untilananti-viral is found, therewillbefear,
andlifewillreturntonormalonlyafteravac-
cine isavailableat scale.
The virus currently hasmanymore un-

knowns than knowns.We don’t know for
surehowitspreads,whetherpeoplecanget
re-infected,whetherit ismutating,whether
thehotweatherkills it, andwhatthereal fa-
talityrate is.Wedon’tknowforsurehowfar
wearefromananti-viral.Weknow,however,
that we are at least 18months away from
having avaccine thatworks and is available
at scale. Till an anti-viral is found, economic
activitywill be constrained, and thiswill af-
fect people, industries and countries in dis-
parateways.
Theglobal economy is set to loseclose to

ten trillion dollars because of the “self-in-
ducedcoma”ithasbeenputinto—tousePaul
Krugman’s evocative phrase. The preceding
globalfinancialcrisis(GFC)hasexhaustedthe
efficacyofmonetarytools.Inaddition,corpo-
ratesgloballyareleveragedtothetuneof$12
trillion. Theaccompanyingoil price collapse
(beginningduetoaspatbetweenproducers
Saudi Arabia and Russia) has been com-
poundedbyaprecipitousslumpindemand.
TheChineseeconomycan’thelpasitdiddur-
ingtheGFC,asitishemmedinitself.Evenif it
could, there is toomuch global suspicion of
China to allow it to do so. So, countrieswill
largelybeontheirown.
The tensions between the US and China

have escalated into a full-scale superpower
crisisafterthevirusspread.Since2010,there
has been great concern in the US about
China’s rise.China’smuscular foreignpolicy
togetherwith its aggressive stance onmul-
tipleissues,mostimportantlyontechnology
and technology standards, has created con-
flict.Therhetoric,now, is likelytobeapolar-
ising onewith the coronavirus spreading in
theUSinanelectionyear,smashingitsecon-
omy,infectingoverthree-quarterofamillion
people in the countryandkillingmore than
40,000 — China could be seen as enemy
numberone in theUS.
Nowonder then that at a timewhen the

worldyearns forglobalcoordination, there is
almostnone—inhealthcareresponses(lock-
down to guided restrictions) and economic
coordination(from1to18percentofGDPre-
sponses).Multilateralagencies,especiallythe
WHOandUN,sufferacompletelossofcredi-
bility. India needs to chart its own course in
theseturbulenttimes.Mybeliefisthatif India
takes the requisite actions itmay come out
well,belyingthepredictionsoftheCassandras.
Weneedtoactatthreelevels—health,eco-

nomicandgeopolitical.TheUnionMinistryof
Health and FamilyWelfare has donewell to
stem the spread of the infection. It has used

Indianjugaadindeployingthecountry’smod-
esthealthcareresourcesefficientlytodealwith
thepandemic. Ithassensitisedthepublic, in-
troducedtheconceptofsocialdistancingand
isolation in themost challenging situations.
Now it must test at scale and isolate. But
Indians cannot afford to stay lockedmuch
longer.Wearetoopoorandtoomanyofuslive
onaday-to-daybasis—notevenonapaycheck
to paycheck basis.We are hardy, young and
understand self-preservation, andwill learn
tocope.Economicactivitywillbesubduedin
thenear-term,butitmustbe“unlocked”.
The current IMFprojections suggest that

Indiawillhavethehighestgrowthrateinthe
world this year. I believe they are right if we
act. Oil prices have collapsed, really helping
ourbalanceofpayments. Ourfoodstocksare
plentiful,therabicrophasbeengood,andthe
prognosis for themonsoon is positive. This,
togetherwiththefactthataggregatedemand
isdown,will dampen inflationary impulses.
The“newRBI”hasactedboldlyandstrongly.
It has taken prompt actions to reduce rates,
increase liquidity, adjust prudential norms,
allowmoratoriums,andprotectfinancialen-
tities. Theweakened rupeewill helpour ex-
portsandwithadebttoGDPratioofabout73
percent,alongwithbettergrowthprospects,
India is relatively better placed than several
othercountries.Weshould,therefore,notun-
dulyworryaboutourcredit rating.Thisboth
allowsandactuallyrequiresthegovernment
toactonthefiscal front.
Thegovernmentneedstoimplementthe

following four steps to spur the economy. It
shoulddo soby “printingmoney” given the
moderated inflation impulses. It needs to
provideadditionaldirectbenefittransfersof
Rs 2,000 everymonth for threemonths to

JanDhanaccounts,togetherwithfoodgrains
release from the FCI, to the tune of around
Rs 65,000 crore, to alleviate people’s mis-
eries. It needs to protectMSMEsdirectly by
providingthemworkingcapital(withanRBI
backstop)and, likeintheUK,provide80per
centof the salary toemployeesof the “GST-
payingMSMEs” for sixmonths (if the em-
ployees were on their rolls in February). It
needstolaunchamassivepublicworkspro-
gramme (in the nature of the NewDeal of
FDR)outsidetheBudgetassuggestedbythe
chairman of CII’s National Committee of
Infrastructure and PPP, Vinayak Chatterjee.
This fund should be earmarked for infra-
structureandaquarterof its budget should
be set aside for strengthening and upgrad-
ing primary health centres. The allocation
shouldnotbe less thanRs200,000crore.
Thegovernmentshouldtakeadvantageof

thecrisistopushthroughmuchneededpend-
ing reforms in agriculture (especially those
pertainingtoAPMC),power(pricinganddis-
coms), banks (government ownership at 30
percentandbadbanks).Giventhepaucityof
taxrevenues,thegovernmentshouldbewill-
ing toprintmoneybut it couldalsoconsider
having the PMmaking an appeal for private
gold frompeopleand temples (noquestions
asked)— it could target1,000 tonnesof gold
worth$30billionandofferafivepercenttax-
free return repayable ($1.5 billion a year) af-
ter10years, inrupeesorgold.
We can come out ahead if we act now.

Super-powerrivalrieswillcreateopportuni-
ties to replace China as amajor supplier to
theUSandJapan.But first,wemustsurvive.
Wecanthenre-imagineandthrive.

Thewriter is chairman,BCGIndia
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ASWE remain under lockdown, it is vital
thatallIndiansdisplaycooperationtoshow
theworldthatwecandefeattheCOVID-19
pandemic, just asweeradicated smallpox
andpolio. Everycitizenmust followphys-
icaldistancingforatleastthenextyearand
maintain hygiene, especially in terms of
handwashingand/orusinghandsanitiser.
Indiansmayhave theBCGvaccineand in-
built/innateimmunityasanadvantage,but
weareallowing thesegains tobe frittered
awaybecauseof ourpoorhygiene.
Indians have robust inbuilt immunity

thanks to the country’s adverse environ-
mentbut thatneeds tonowbebuilt upon
throughlifestyle-relatedmeasures. Indian
cuisine is rich in spices and condiments.
Protein-rich and traditional diets, which
every community possesses, are the best
optioninthecurrentcircumstances.There
areexercises that canbeperformedwhile
being locked in—yoga, pranayama, surya
namaskars and even simple sit-ups can
help build ourmuscles to fight the virus.
Studies have repeatedly shown that ade-
quatesleep—foreighthours—helpsfight
respiratoryviruses, includingCOVID-19.
This isalsotheideal timetogiveupad-

dictionstotobaccoandalcohol.Hot-water
garglesmultiple times a day, avoiding re-
frigeratedfoodaswellasopeningwindows
for freshair isvital forhealth.
Weare learning somethingnewabout

COVID-19eachday. Itspreadsthroughair-
bornemicrodroplets, which are released
viaspeaking,spitting,coughingandsneez-
ing. So, covering our faces, noses and
mouthswitha clothormaskandwearing
glasses is the key to breaking the chain of
transmission.Wenowalso know that the
gut is thesecondsiteofvirustransmission
and,therefore,cleantoiletsaretheorderof
the day. Surfaceswhichwe touchmay be
a source of transmission for the virus but
thiscanbeaddressedbysanitiserandsoap.
Thegreatestneedistoprotectthosebe-

longing to vulnerable groups from the
virus. These include senior citizens, those
with hypertension or other heart condi-
tions,thosewithlungorkidneydiseaseand
others whose immunitymay be low due
todiseaseormedicationlikesteroids.Such
people need to remain home-bound and
shouldbe treated likeVVIPs—servedand
caredforlikeneverbefore,whilemaintain-
ing hygiene and distancing. At any sign of
poor health, theymust be rushed to the
nearesthealthcarefacility.Ensureyoucon-
nectwith your healthcare providers digi-
tally, avoid crowding at hospitals for rou-
tine care as the lockdown ends and
emergencymedical carecontinues.

COVID-19 has many experimental
treatments from simple and cheap ones
likechloroquineanddewormingagentsto
expensivemedications. Let’s leave that to
the experts. It’s timewe scale up our test-
ing in all red zones and hot spots. Our re-
searchbodiesliketheICMRshouldrapidly
publish everything they know about the
virus so thatwe can develop strategies to
handle itbetter.
Coronavirus does not kill by itself. The

co-morbidities, delays in test anda lackof
access tocarearewhatwill leadtodeaths,
especially when it comes to people from
the vulnerable groups. India is theworld
capitalforthemanufactureofgenericmed-
icines andwemust allow Indian innova-
tors to rapidlymake antiviral medicines
andvaccines.Inanemergency,likethecur-
rent pandemic, patent rules can be
tweakedtemporarily to save lives.
Thekey tosuccessfullyconquering the

coronavirusisearlydetection,isolationand
prompt treatment to delay the “lung
storm” (called cytokines storms).
Treatment can also be donewith simple
medicineslikehydroxychloroquineaswell
as throughsimplestrategies likeoxygena-
tion and transfusions in later stages. India
maynothavesufficientventilatorsbutwe
haveoneofthebest-trainedmedicalforces.
We have a large supply of oxygen, blood
and clinical doctors and nurses to fight
complications.
Digital Indiamustbeincorporatedrap-

idlyintoIndianmedicalcaresothatwecan
usetelemedicinetogivehomebased-care
formildcasesaswellasmonitorrecovered,
asymptomaticpatients.Thisway,hospitals
canberapidlyfreedupformoredeserving
cases.
Hospital staff are at risk and it’s essen-

tialtoprovidethemwiththebestpersonal
protectiveequipment(PPE)aswellasfood
andrest.Allhealthcareworkersmusthave
COVIDtestingdoneandrapidtestsmustbe
done in all hospital environments. The
workforceshouldberotated.
This is an ideal time to have private-

public partnerships in healthcare and it’s
onlymatter of time before we sail out of
thispandemic. Foodandshelter for all is a
needforall Indiansandgovernmentsmust
ensure rations reach everyone. Crowded
clusterslikeslumsurgentlyneedmasspro-
phylaxis with hydroxychloroquine on an
experimentalbasis,asdistancingisimpos-
sible in such areas. Through this, the virus
loadwillbereducedinthecommunityand
liveswill be saved.
Rumourmongering and cybercrime is

on the rise andwewill need new laws to
beenactedsoontoaddressthese.Weneed
apositiveattitudetoavoidcoronaanxiety,
predominantly generated by electronic
gadgets.Wemusthaveatleasttwohoursa
dayfreeofscreens.Forbetterhealth,there’s
alwaysasmile,musicandmeditation.
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The current IMF projections
suggest that India will have
the highest growth rate in the
world this year. I believe they
are right if we act. Oil prices
have collapsed, really helping
our balance of payments.
Our food stocks are plentiful,
the rabi crop has been good,
and the prognosis for the
monsoon is positive. This,
together with the fact that
aggregate demand is down,
will dampen inflationary
impulses. The ‘new RBI’ has
acted boldly and strongly. It
has taken prompt actions to
reduce rates, increase
liquidity, adjust prudential
norms, allow moratoriums,
and protect financial entities.
The weakened rupee will help
our exports and with a debt
to GDP ratio of about 73 per
cent, along with better
growth prospects, India is
relatively better placed than
several other countries.

An agenda for a
fightback

WhatmakeCOVID-19deadlyareco-morbidities,lack
ofhygieneanddistancing.Keytoitsdefeatliesin
protectingthevulnerable,earlydetection

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

ONLY TOGETHER
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Fighting
together’ (IE, April 21). Sending teams
to assess the ground situation in some
states need notmean that the Centre
andstatesareatloggerheadsregarding
evolvingstrategiestodealwiththepan-
demic. Diseasemapping and resource
mobilisation vary from state to state
and so do the responses to the threat.
Sofar, Indiahasdoneacreditablejobin
dealing with the Covid crisis and the
samecouldn’thavebeenpossiblewith-
out the Centre and states working in
tandemwiththecommongoaltomin-
imise thedamage.

VijaiPant,Hempur

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Fighting
together’, (IE, April 21). Indeed, the
Centre and statesmustwork together.
TheCentrecanformulatebroadguide-
linesandleavetheirimplementationto
thestates—andthe latter shouldhave
some elbow room tomodify them for
localconditions.Ontheotherhand,the
Centre has the right to insist that the
statesstaytruetothespiritoftheguide-
lines it laysdown.

RaviKant,Gurgaon

LEFT INEVITABLE
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Thedriftto
the left’ (IE, April 21). The coronavirus
pandemichas shownthe failureof the
Western, capitalist countries. Thepeo-
ple there, including theworking-class,
aresufferingfromincomesecurityand
inequalities. Inourcountry,wesee the
suffering of strandedmigratorywork-
ers. The state ignores their existence.

With such inhumane policies on dis-
play,peoplecouldwellwantamorejust
future.

TapomoyGhosh,Katwa

DOUBLE FAILURE
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Lawless
in Palghar’ (IE, April 21). The brutal
lynching of threemen inMumbai is a
matter of deep concern for the
Maharashtragovernmentbecausetwo
of the victims were religious figures.
The murders took place in the pres-
enceofpoliceandthiswasthesecond
major incident of lockdown violation
in threedays inwhichmobsgathered
on the street. This shows that govern-
ment not only failed in maintaining
lawandorderbutalso failed in imple-
menting lockdowneffectively.

AdishBohra,Ujjain

LETTER OF THE
WEEKAWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
theWeek award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Lettersmay be

e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

Janmejaya Sinha

Super-powerrivalriesexacerbatedbycoronaviruspandemicofferIndiaanopportunity.
Governmentmustactatthreelevels—health,geopoliticsandeconomics

India can come out ahead

Shashank Joshi

CR Sasikumar

Amoreconfident India ispartneringwithworldcommunity inaglobalstruggle

SPEEDHAD become themost distinguish-
ingfeatureoftheglobalisedworldinthe21st
century.Butnow,COVID-19hashithuman-
ity like a huge speed breaker. It has com-
pelledustoturnthespotlightinwards.With
an unimaginably serious threat of vulnera-
bilitytothevirus,thefearofcoronaviruswill,
quite understandably, haunt us for a long
time.Thisdiseaseisgoingtoalternotjustour
ways of thinking, but also theways of con-
ductingourselvesas individuals.
The changes that the global community

may well be staring at, are multi-dimen-
sional.PriortoCOVID-19,ourpublicandpri-
vateliveswere,increasingly,becomingmore
contrived, “event” centric: Post-pandemic,
wewill be compelled to control our itch for
turning everything into a spectacle. And
when such “events” are reduced, perhaps,
the level of our Facebook activismwill also
beproportionatelylowered.Thewaywecel-
ebrate,worshipandengagesociallywillun-
dergosomechange.
Theultra-individualistWestisgoingtofeel

this sense of isolationismmore. People in
countries likeIndia,wherethecultureofcol-
lectivismismoreestablished,aremorelikely
towithstandthetensionsof thistransforma-
tion.BecauseinIndia,thereisnear-perfectbal-
ance between individualismandprivacy on
theonehand,andcollectivismandexposure
ontheotherhand.Reconcilingindividualistic
identitieswiththeirlargercontextisinherent
toIndianphilosophy.Theessenceofourgreat
epics—theRamayanaandtheMahabharata

—holdsamirrortothisconstantinterplaybe-
tweenindividualismandcollectivism,which
finally leadstoabeautifulconvergence.
In this context one has to see India’s re-

markableroleastheglobalcommunityfaces
theCOVID-19challenge. India’spartnership
with theglobal communityhas threemain
dimensions: Itstartswiththedoctrinaland
emotional, beforemovingon to the techni-
cal and knowledge-based dimension.
Finally, it becomes about resourcemobili-
sationand, inthatsense,acquiresamaterial
dimension.
Devastated by the onslaught of COVID-

19,theglobalcommunityneededleadership
that possess a firm resolve to face the chal-
lenge and a sensitive, healing touch. Prime
MinisterNarendraModi’sinitiatives, likethe
special SAARCmeeting on COVID-19, cre-
ationofaspecialSAARCfundandthevirtual
G-20 summit added to the huge expecta-
tionsof theworldfromIndia.Aseriesoftele-
conversationshappenedbetweenPMModi
and the heads of governments from other
countries — this is testimony to how the
global community is looking forward to a
proactive role fromIndia.
SinceApril3,2020,PMModihashadtele-

phonic discussionswith a number ofworld
leaders including the US president Donald
Trump, Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu,
AustralianPMScottMorrison,Brazilianpres-
ident Jair Bolsonaro, Spanish PM Pedro
Sanchez Perez-Castejon, Bahrain’s King
HamadBinIsaAlKhalifa,JapanesePMShinzo

Abe and the primeminister of Nepal, K P
SharmaOli.IssueslikethestatusofCOVID-19
pandemic,mutualsupportandfacilitationas
wellas India’sstepstocounterthepandemic
figuredinthesedialogues.
India has helpedmany developing and

underdeveloped countrieswithmedicines
andmedical equipment, and has also tried
tostrengthenbilateralknowledge-relation-
ship. It startedwithSAARC, andamajorde-
liverable that’s underway is an information
exchangeplatform(IEP)forSAARCcountries.
It is aplatformtobringhealthprofessionals
of SAARC countries closer and facilitate the
exchangeofinformation,knowledge,expert-
ise, online training and best practices for
combating thepandemic, in real time.
Besides helping developing countries,

India is also engaging with countries like
theUSthroughcollaborationintheareasof
diagnosticsandtherapeuticsof thedisease.
Undertheexistingbilateralcollaborationin
thehealthcaresector, theNational Institute
ofAllergyandInfectiousDiseases intheUS
shared important reagents with the
Translational Health Science and
TechnologyInstituteinGurugram. Suchco-
operation is expected to play a big role in
developing new therapeutics and testing
reagentsforCOVID-19.Countriesworst-hit
by the COVID-19 crisis in the European
Union and other parts of the world have
been investing in multiple research proj-
ects.Currently, theMEAis in theprocessof
identifying thescopeof collaborationwith

countriesonvaccines, diagnostics etc.
India’s resources andmaterial help, ex-

tended to several countriesmajorly in the
formofmedicines, isalsoremarkable.Under
India’scommitmentof$10million,medical
supplies/equipment have been provided to
Bhutan,Bangladesh,MaldivesandSriLanka.
TheywillshortlybeprovidedtoAfghanistan
andNepaltoo.Medicalaid, intheformofse-
lect supplies from India, has also been sent
to countries like Seychelles, Mauritius,
Bhutan, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Nepal,
Myanmar, and some African countries too,
without compromisingwith the domestic
need.WhentheUSrequestedIndia,wesup-
pliedmedicines to them too. The govern-
menthasalso cleared theexportof COVID-
19 drugs to countries such as Spain, Brazil,
Bahrain, Germany and the UK, in linewith
thecommercialcontractssignedwithIndian
pharmaceutical companies.
Historically, India’sglobalrolewasnever

limitedtoTrack-OneorTrack-Twodiploma-
cies, to use established parlance. A remark-
ably confident, composed and, truly, “New
India” is today partnering with the world
communityinthisglobalstruggle—andthis
partnershipgoesbeyondestablishednorms
ofdiplomacy.Whatweareengaginginis, in
fact, our endeavour to implementwhatwe
have always believed in: Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam, theworld isone family.

Thewriter isnationalvicepresident,BJP, and
aRajyaSabhaMP

A new India, a new world
Vinay Sahasrabuddhe

New Delhi
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E-Tendering Notice
U.P POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LTD,

E-Tender Notice- 01/ECTC/AGRA/2020-21
E-Tender in two parts, Part-I & Part-II valid for four months are invited for the work
mentioned as under:-

The tender document against this bid specification can be downloaded from e-
procurement website http://etender,up.nic.in & www.upptcl.org Tenders can be only
submitted on e-procurement website http://etender.up.nic.in upto schedule date & time
as above. The bidder must go through properly pre-qualifying condition & ensure that all
related papers are uploaded. For participating in bids through the e-bidding system, it is
necessary for the bidders to get themselves registered with UP Electronics Corporation
Limited Lucknow.
Undersigned reserves the right to amend or withdraw any of the terms and conditions
contain in the tender document or accept or reject any bid without assigning any reason
thereof. Please visit website http://etender.up.nic.in or www.upptcl.org regularly for any
correction/modification/amendments/extension till the date of submission of tender.
Cost of Tender and Earnest Money Submitted in the Account of Executive Engineer,
Electricity Civil Transmission Division, 220 KV S/S Sikandra (Agra) with A/C No-
30065294923, IFSC Code- SBIN0005717 Payble at S.B.I Foundry Nagar (Agra) U.P Pin
Code- 282006. through NEFT/RTGS, with Proof of deposit i.e. UTR No/Pay in Slip. In case
of absence of UTR No. Please Upload Bank statement showing that transaction.

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, ELECTRICITY CIVIL TRANSMISSION CIRCLE AGRA
UPPTC WEB SITE:- www.upptcl.org
E-PROCUREMENT WEBSITE: http://etender.up.nic.in

"SAVE ENERGY IN THE INTREST OF NATION"
Sd/-

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

´fÂffaI : 534/d½f.ªff.´ff.¸fa.Af./d³fd½fQf dQ³ffaI 21.04.2020

Tender
Speci-

fication
No

Name of Work Period
of

Work

Earnest
Money

Tender Cost
(Including
GSt) & NIT
Charges

Total
Tender
Cost

Date and
Time of

Submission

Date and
Time of
opening

01. Providing & Fixing of Electronics
Accessories for Guest House at 220 KV S/S
Gokul (Mathura)

01
Month

6,500.00 590+250 840.00 22.05.2020/
12:00

23.05.2020/
12:00

02 Providing & Fixing of Furniture for Guest
House at 220 KV S/S Gokul (Mathura)

01
Month

12,500.00 1180+250 1430.00 22.05.2020/
12:00

23.05.2020/
12:00

03 Tube well Boring Work at 132 KV S/S Bamoli
(Hathras)

01
Month

15,000.00 1180+250 1430.00 22.05.2020/
12:00

23.05.2020/
12:00

04 Development & Tube well work for Guest
House at 132 KV S/S Vrindavan (Mathura)

01
Month

7,000.00 590+250 840.00 22.05.2020/
12:00

23.05.2020/
12:00

05 Construction of Drain, Parking SHED, Road
and Development work for Erector Hostel
Building at 132 KV Sub-station Aurangabad
(Mathura)

02
Month

31,000.00 1770+250 2020.00 22.05.2020/
12:00

23.05.2020/
12:00

06 Repair & Maintenance of Control Room
Building at 132 KV S/S Manth (Mathura)

02
Month

18,000.00 1180+250 1430.00 22.05.2020/
12:00

23.05.2020/
12:00

Tender Ref. No. JMC/NIT-20/DRUGS/06 Date:22.04.2020
The Managing Director, JMHIDPCL, Namkum, Ranchi hereby invites separate Technical and Commercial
Bids (Two Envelope System) through e-tender from eligible manufacturers for RATE CONTRACT FOR
URGENT SUPPLY OF MEDICINES.
The Blank tender documents with detailed conditions can be downloaded through web site
http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in and should be submitted through e-procurement system only. The eligible
bidders willing to participate must be registered in e-Procurement portal.

Sl. No. Particulars Details

1 Name of Work RATE CONTRACT FOR MEDICINES
2 Time of Completion Within 60 days after issue of work order
3 Date of Publication of Tenders on website 22.04.2020
4 Pre-Bid Meeting Date/Time 27.04.2020 at 3.00 PM
5 Date / time for submission of bids From 28.04.2020 to 06.05.2020 up to 6.00 PM
6 Date of Technical Bid opening 07.05.2020 at 3.00 PM
7 Application fee (Non-refundable) 5000.00 (Five thousand only)

8 EMD 2,00,000
9 Contact no. of procurement person 7004871564, 9771500075

10 Helpline number of e-procurement cell 7004871564

Note: The above dates may change due to declaration of holidays
JMHIDPCL Ranchi reserves the right to amend or withdraw any of the terms and conditions contained in the
Tender Document including quantity/amount of items to be supplied or to reject any or all tenders without
giving any notice or assigning any reason. The decision of the Managing Director, JMHIDPCL, Namkum,
Ranchi in this regard shall be final.
Detailed tender document can be seen and applied through website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in
only, hard copies of Technical bid & Price bid will not be entertained except original Tender fee &
EMD.

Sd/-
Managing Director,

PR No.- 227903 (Health Med. Edu. and Family Welfare)20-21 JMHIDPCL

JHARKHAND MEDICAL & HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT & PROCUREMENT CORPORATION LTD.

MCH BUILDING, RCH CAMPUS, NAMKUM, RANCHI – 834010.
(CIN – U855100JH2013SGC001276) E-mail:jmhidpc2014@gmail.com

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f ³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f (CXØfSX/QdÃf¯f), IYûMXf (SXfªf.)
Website: www.kotamc.org, Email: nnkota@gmail.com, Tel. Pho. 0744-2502293
Ii ¸ffaI :- ³fd³fI û/d³f¸ffÊ¯f/2020/78-86 dQ³ffaI :- 21/04/2020

ÀfaVfûd²f°f d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff

³f¦fS d³f¦f¸f, I ûMf õfS f ÀfaVfûd²f°f d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff Ii ¸ffaI

³fd³fI û/d³f¸ffÊ¯f/2020/6586-94 dQ³ffaI 31.03.2020 ÀfZ ´fc½fÊ ¸fZÔ ªffSe I e

¦fBÊ BÊ-d³fd½fQf Af¸faÂf¯f Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff 50/2019-20 dQ³ffaI

11.03.2020, 53/2019-20 dQ³ffaI 12.03.2020 E½fa 54/2019-20

dQ³ffaI 16.03.2020 C¢°f Af¸fadÂf°f d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff Àfa£¹ff I e °ffSeJûÔ ¸fZÔ

COVID-19 IZ I fS¯f d³f¸³ff³fbÀffS ÀfaVfû²f³f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W`:-

C¢°f Àf·fe d³fd½fQfAûÔ I e ´fie-d¶fO ¸fedMa¦f dQ³ffaI 05.05.2020 I û I e

ªff¹fZ¦feÜ VfZ¿f Vf°fZË ¹f±ff½f°f SWZÔ¦feÜ
WXÀ°ff./-

Ad²fVff¿fe Ad·f¹f³°ff (J¯OX dõX°fe¹f)
³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f, IYûMXf

IiY.
Àfa.

d³fd½fQf
Àfa£¹ff

d½f½fSX¯f ´fc½fÊ ¸fZÔ d°fd±f ÀfaVfûd²f°f
°ffSXeJ

1. 50/2019-20 d³fd½fQf OfC³f»fûO ½f A´f»fûO

I S³fZ I e d°fd±f (½fZ¶fÀffBÊM ÀfZ)

11.03.20 ÀfZ

25.04.20

11.03.20 ÀfZ

11.05.20

2. 53/2019-20 d³fd½fQf OfC³f»fûO ½f A´f»fûO

I S³fZ I e d°fd±f (½fZ¶fÀffBÊM ÀfZ)

12.03.20 ÀfZ

25.04.20

12.03.20 ÀfZ

11.05.20

3. 54/2019-20 d³fd½fQf OfC³f»fûO ½f A´f»fûO

I S³fZ I e d°fd±f (½fZ¶fÀffBÊM ÀfZ)

19.03.20 ÀfZ

25.04.20

19.03.20 ÀfZ

11.05.20

DIPR/ 1660 /TENDER/2020

STATE INDUSTRIES PROMOTION CORPORATION OF TAMILNADU LIMITED
19-A, RUKMANI LAKSHMIPATHY ROAD, EGMORE, CHENNAI - 600 008.

CIN U74999TN1971SGC005967
Tender Notice NIT.No.02/CW/DO/T.No.02/2020-21 Dt.17.04.2020

For and on behalf of State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil
Nadu Limited, sealed tenders are invited under “Two Cover System” for the
following work from Class-I State level Contractors registered in State/Central
or Quasi Government Organisations having experience in similar nature of
works. Tenders will be received upto 3.00 PM on 27.05.2020 and the same will
be opened on the same day at 3.30 PM.

Name of Work Approx.
value of work EMD

Establishment of Export
Trade Facilitation Centre at
SIPCOT IT Park, Siruseri in
Kancheepuram District.

Rs.2640.00 lakhs Rs.13,30,000/- in the form
of Demand Draft drawn
in favour of SIPCOT Ltd.,
payable at Chennai.

The tender Schedule can be Downloaded at free of cost from the website
www.tenders.tn.gov.in and www.sipcot.in

MANAGING DIRECTOR, SIPCOT, Chennai-8

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Gist of NIT No. 05 of 2020-21 Dated 20.04.2020

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor U.T. of Jammu & Kashmir, Executive Engineer, Mechanical,
SKIMS, Soura, Srinagar, invites e-tenders from Original Manufacturers or their Authorized Dealers/
Authorized Representatives/ Registered Firms having experience in installation of Mechanical
Equipments in Govt. Institutions/ Departments, detailed in the tender document for the following works:-

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, SOURA

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL, SKIMS MC&H,
BEMINA & SKIMS, SOURA, SRINAGAR

Tel.: 0194-2402617, Ext.: 2159, E-mail: mechanicalskims@gmail.com

Sr. Name of the Work Estimated
No. Cost (In Lacs)

1. Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of integrated Autoclave cum Rs.
Shredder with Three Years comprehensive maintenance and allied works at 142.00 Lacs
SKIMS Soura.

The complete tender document is available at website: http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested
Bidders/Tenderers may view, download the e-Bid document, seek clarifications and submit their bids
online upto the date and time mentioned in the table below. Tender Document contains qualifying crite-
ria for bidders. Specifications, Bills of Quantities & Terms and Conditions of the contract and other rel-
evant details.

No. SIMS 139 EX./MECH/490/20-182-92-4531-4534 Sd/- Executive Engineer
Dated: 20.04.2020 Mechanical, SKIMS.

i. Date and Time of downloading/ Sale of Tender documents
(Starting Date)

ii. Date & Time of Bidding Queries/ clarification/Pre-Bid meet

iii. Last Date & Time of Bid uploading

iv. Date of Submission of hard copies (Only Original EMD/ DD for
document Fee).

v. Date & Time of Commercial/ Technical Bid (Cover-I) opening

vi. Date & Time of Commercial/Technical Bid (Cover-IInd) opening
of the qualifying Bidders

vii. Cost of e-Bid Document

viii. Amount of Earnest Money Deposit (CDR/FDR)

ix. Completion Time

x. Budget Head

23.04.2020 from 11.00 hours

30.04.2020 at 11.00 hours

14.05.2020 upto 16.00 hours

16.05.2020 upto 14.00 hours

18.05.2020 11.00 hours (or next
convenient day)

Shall be intimated separately

Rs. 7,000/- (Rupees Seven thousand only)

Rs. 2,84,000/- (Rupees Two Lacs &
Eighty Four thousand only)

Six (06) Months from the date of issue of
LOI or Allotment Order

CAPEX budget for the year 2020-21

Tender Ref. No. JMC/NIT-20/DRUGS/07 Date:22.04.2020
The Managing Director, JMHIDPCL, Namkum, Ranchi hereby invites separate Technical and Commercial Bids
(Two Envelope System) through e-tender from eligible manufacturers for RATE CONTRACT FOR URGENT
SUPPLY OF MEDICINES.
The Blank tender documents with detailed conditions can be downloaded through web site
http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in and should be submitted through e-procurement system only. The eligible bidders
willing to participate must be registered in e-Procurement portal.

Note: The above dates may change due to declaration of holidays
JMHIDPCL Ranchi reserves the right to amend or withdraw any of the terms and conditions contained in the Tender
Document including quantity/amount of items to be supplied or to reject any or all tenders without giving any notice
or assigning any reason. The decision of the Managing Director, JMHIDPCL, Namkum, Ranchi in this regard shall
be final.
Detailed tender document can be seen and applied through website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in only,
hard copies of Technical bid & Price bid will not be entertained except original Tender fee & EMD.

Sl. No. Particulars Details

1 Name of Work RATE CONTRACT FOR MEDICINES

2 Time of Completion Within 60 days after issue of work order

3 Date of Publication of Tender on website 22.04.2020

4 Pre-Bid Meeting Date/Time 27.04.2020 at 3.00 PM

5 Date / time for submission of bids From 28.04.2020 to 06.05.2020 up to 6.00 PM

6 Date of Technical Bid opening 07.05.2020 at 3.00 PM

7 Application fee (Non-refundable) 5000.00 (Five thousand only)

8 EMD 2,00,000
9 Contact no. of procurement person 7004871564, 9771500075

10 Helpline number of e-procurement cell 7004871564

Sd/-
Managing Director,

JMHIDPCLPR No.- 227904 (Health Med. Edu. and Family Welfare)20-21

JHARKHAND MEDICAL & HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
& PROCUREMENT CORPORATION LTD.

MCH BUILDING, RCH CAMPUS, NAMKUM, RANCHI – 834010.
(CIN – U855100JH2013SGC001276) E-mail:jmhidpc2014@gmail.com

Tender Ref. No. JMC/NIT-20/DRUGS/05 Date: 22.04.2020
The Managing Director, JMHIDPCL, Namkum, Ranchi hereby invites separate Technical and Commercial Bids (Two
Envelope System) through e-tender from eligible manufacturers for RATE CONTRACT FOR URGENT SUPPLY OF
MEDICINES.
The Blank tender documents with detailed conditions can be downloaded through web site
http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in and should be submitted through e-procurement system only. The eligible bidders
willing to participate must be registered in e-Procurement portal.

Note: The above dates may change due to declaration of holidays
JMHIDPCL Ranchi reserves the right to amend or withdraw any of the terms and conditions contained in the Tender Document
including quantity/amount of items to be supplied or to reject any or all tenders without giving any notice or assigning any
reason. The decision of the Managing Director, JMHIDPCL, Namkum, Ranchi in this regard shall be final.
Detailed tender document can be seen and applied through website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in only, hard copies
of Technical bid & Price bid will not be entertained except original Tender fee & EMD.

Sd/-

Managing Director,
PR No.- 227905 (Health Med. Edu. and Family Welfare)20-21 JMHIDPCL

Sl. No. Particulars Details
1 Name of Work RATE CONTRACT FOR MEDICINES

2 Time of Completion Within 60 days after issue of work order

3 Date of Publication of Tenders on website 22.04.2020

4 Pre-Bid Meeting Date/Time 27.04.2020 at 3.00 PM

5 Date / time for submission of bids From 28.04.2020 to 06.05.2020 up to 6.00 PM

6 Date of Technical Bid opening 07.05.2020 at 3.00 PM

7 Application fee (Non-refundable) 5000.00 (Five thousand only)
8 EMD 2,00,000
9 Contact no. of procurement person 7004871564, 9771500075

10 Helpline number of e-procurement cell 7004871564

JHARKHAND MEDICAL & HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
& PROCUREMENT CORPORATION LTD.

MCH BUILDING, RCH CAMPUS, NAMKUM, RANCHI – 834010.
(CIN – U855100JH2013SGC001276) E-mail:jmhidpc2014@gmail.com

Dr. Vinit Gupta, Consultant Orthopaedic,
S/o Sh. Romesh Chander Gupta,
R/o Plot No. 159, Rehari Colony, Jammu.
Sub: Notice

Whereas, the Block Medical Officer Bhaderwah vide No.
SDHB/118-23 dated 15.04.2020, has reported that you are on unau-
thorised absence from duty w.e.f. 01.03.2020 till date, and;

Whereas, your unauthorised absence has caused a great
inconvenience to Public of the area as well as to the Administration,
and;

Whereas, under Art. 128 of J&K CSR Vol. I absence without
leave or after end of leave involves loss of appointment.

Now, therefore, a notice is hereby served upon you to join your
duty immediately at your respective place of posting i.e. CHC,
Bhaderwah otherwise disciplinary action will be initiated against you
warranted under rules.

Sd/- Dr. Renu Sharma,
Director Health Services, Jammu.

No. ES-3/5260/290-94 Dated: 18.04.2020

DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH SERVICES JAMMU
(Near MLA Hostel, Indira Chowk Jammu (J&K) 180001

Email: dhsjammu@rediffmail.com
Phone: 0191-2546338, Fax: 0191-2549632

DIPJ-207

TENDER DATE EXTENSION NOTICE E-tenders were invited
for supply of:- (1) 200 Nos. 11 KV TVM Cat-B Meter against
tender specification no. PVVNL-MT/COM/15/19-20. (2) 100
Nos. 33 KV TVM Cat-B Meter against tender specification no.
PVVNL-MT/COM/16/19-20. The date of opening of Part-I & II
of above tenders are hereby extended from 20.04.2020 to
05.05.2020. For detailed information please log on
www.pvvnl.org & E-Tendering website
www.etender.up.nic.in till the date of submission of bids.
Superintending Engineer (Commercial) “Help line Number for
Information of Theft of Electricity: “1800-180-3002 (Meerut) &
9412207451” Remark:- www.etender.up.nic.in “SAVE
ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST OF THE NATION” Sd/-
Superintending Engineer (Commercial), For Managing
Director ´fÂffaI : 3431//´fa.d½f.d½f.d³f.d»f./¸fZ./dQ³ffaI : 21.04.2020

Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd.,
Victoria Park, Meerut

DIPR/ 1662 /TENDER/2020

STATE INDUSTRIES PROMOTION CORPORATION OF TAMILNADU LIMITED
19-A, RUKMANI LAKSHMIPATHY ROAD, EGMORE, CHENNAI - 600 008.

CIN U74999TN1971SGC005967
Tender Notice NIT.No.03/CW/DO/T.No.03 & 04/2020-21 Dt.21.04.2020

For and on behalf of State Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu Limited, sealed
tenders are invited under “Two Cover System” for the following work from Class-I State level
Contractors registered in State/Central or Quasi Government Organisations having experience in
similar nature of works. Tenders will be received upto 3.00 PM on 12.05.2020 and the same will be
opened on the same day at 3.30 PM.
Sl.
No Name of Work Approx. value of

work EMD
1. Providing barbed wire fencing and compound wall

by using solid block at OSR area in SIPCOT Industrial
Complexes/Parks/ Growth Centres Irungattukottai,
Sriperumbudur, Pillaippakkam, Oragadam, Vallam
Vadagal, Siruseri, Cuddalore and Cheyyar.

Rs. 604.20 lakhs Rs. 3,12,100/-

2. a. Providing barbed wire fencing in OSR area at SIPCOT
Industrial Complexes/Growth Centres Ranipet, Hosur,
Bargur, Perundurai, Nilakkottai, Gangaikondan and
Thoothukudi.
b. Providing barbed wire fencing in OSR area at SIPCOT
Industrial Complexes Gummidipoondi, Pudukkottai and
Manamadurai.
c. Providing barbed wire fencing in OSR area at SIPCOT
Industrial Complex Ranipet SEZ.

a.Rs.329.30 lakhs
b.Rs.121.50 lakhs
c. Rs.13.22 lakhs

a. Rs. 1,74,650/-

b. Rs. 71,000/-

c. Rs. 13,250/-

The tender Schedule can be Downloaded at free of cost from the website
www.tenders.tn.gov.in and www.sipcot.in

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, SIPCOT, Chennai-8

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
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Sub: Extension in eNIT

Ref: eNIT No. SIMS 08 (P-II) of 2020 Dated: 18.03.2020

The schedule dates for downloading & submission of ten-
ders invited vide above referred eNIT for Supply of Crash
Trolleys at SKIMS, Soura, Srinagar is hereby extended as
per following:

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR
DEPARTMENT OF MATERIALS MANAGEMENT P-II
SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, SOURA, SRINAGAR

Tel: 0194-2401013/2400064 (Ext: 2170) Fax: 2403403
email: ammopurchase2@skims.ac.in

In case of date of opening of Technical bids hap-
pen to be non-working day on any account, the
same shall be opened on next working day or any
other day convenient to tender opening committee.

Other terms & conditions of the eNIT shall
remain unchanged.

Sd/-
Asst. Materials Management Officer

NO. SIMS 325/37/
2019-891-99-4519-4521
Dated: 17.04.2020

1 Last date & time for submission of 30.04.2020
Tenders (02:30 PM)

2 Date & time for opening of technical 04.05.2020
bids (04:00 PM)

E-TENDER NOTICE E-tenders is invited for supply of 1500 nos.
11 KV CTs (Different ratios) against tender specification no.
PVVNL-MT/COM/01/20-21. Date of opening of above tenders:
21.05.2020. For detailed information please log on
www.pvvnl.org & E-Tendering website www.etender.up. nic.in
till the date of submission of bids. Superintending Engineer
(Commercial) “Help line Number for Information of Theft of
Electricity: “1800-180-3002 (Meerut), & 9412207451” Remark:-
www.etender.up.nic.in “SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE
INTEREST OF THE NATION” Sd/- Superintending Engineer
(Comm.) For Managing Director ´fÂffaI : 3432/´fa.d½f.d½f.d³f.d»f./¸fZ. dQ³ffaI :

21/04/2020

Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd.,
Victoria Park, Meerut

New Delhi
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THEUNITEDStates oilmarkets createdhis-
tory onMondaywhenprices ofWest Texas
Intermediate(WTI),thebestqualityofcrude
oil intheworld, fell to“minus”$40.32abar-
relininterlaytradeinNewYork.Notonlywas
this the lowestcrudeoilpriceeverrecorded
—accordingtoBloomberg, thepreviouslow-
est was immediately afterWorldWar II —
but itwasalsowellbelowthezeromark.
Atthisprice,thesellerofcrudeoilwould

bepaying thebuyer$40 foreachbarrel that
isbought.
Buthowcanthatbe?Howdidprices fall

below zero in the first place?Whywould
they fall from $0 to -$5 to -$10 and then all
thewayto -$40abarrel?
Crudeoilisnotlikedailyhouseholdwaste

thatonewantstopaytogetridof;itisindeed
anessentialcomponent formodernlifeand
economicgrowth. Soatone level, thenega-
tivepricingof oil ismisplaced.
Yet,eventhoughitmaylookso,thisisnot

anillogicalresult. Infact, therehavebeenin-
stances of commodities being sold at nega-
tiveprices. For instance,naturalgashitneg-
ativepricesinMay2019intheUS.Moreover,
the banking industry has seen negative in-
terest rates —where one pays the bank to
keep one’smoney— and bonds have been
known to have negative yield, in which a
bondholdermakesalossbylendingmoney.

Howisoilpriced?
Thefirstthingtounderstandisthat,even

beforetheCOVID-19outbreakinducedlock-
downsacrosstheworld,crudeoilpriceshad
been fallingover thepast fewmonths.They
werecloseto$60abarrelatthestartof2020
and, byMarch-end, theywere closer to $20
abarrel.
Thereasonwasstraightforward:Toomuch

supplyandtoolittledemand(seeChart1).To
agreatextent,oilmarkets,globallyandmore
sointheUS,arefacinganenormousglut.
Historically, the Organization of the

PetroleumExporting Countries (OPEC), led
bySaudiArabia,whichisthelargestexporter
ofcrudeoilintheworld(single-handedlyex-
porting 10% of the global demand), used to
workasacartelandfixpricesinafavourable
band. It couldbringdownpricesby increas-
ingoilproductionandraisepricesbycutting
production.
In the recent past, the OPEC has been

working with Russia, as OPEC+, to fix the
globalpricesandsupply.
Itmust be understood that cutting pro-

ductionor completely shuttingdownanoil
well is a difficult decision, because restart-
ingit isbothimmenselycostlyandcumber-
some.Moreover, ifonecountrycutsproduc-
tion, it risks losingmarket share if othersdo
not followsuit.
Theglobaloilpricingisbynostretchanex-

ampleofawell-functioningcompetitivemar-
ket. In fact, its seamless operations crucially
dependonoilexportersactinginconsort.

Wheredidthetroublestart?
In earlyMarch, this happy accord came

to an end as Saudi Arabia and Russia dis-
agreedover theproductioncuts required to
keepprices stable. As a result, oil-exporting
countries,ledbySaudiArabia,startedunder-
cuttingeachotheronpricewhilecontinuing
toproduce thesamequantitiesof oil.
This was an unsustainable strategy un-

dernormalcircumstancesbutwhatmadeit
even more calamitous was the growing
spreadof novel coronavirusdisease,which,
in turn,was sharply reducing economic ac-
tivityandthedemandforoil.Witheachpass-
ingday,thedevelopedcountrieswerefalling
prey to COVID-19 andwith each lockdown,
therewerefewerflights,carsandindustries
etc.usingoil.

Whatwasthe impactof theCOVID-19
outbreakonoilprices?
By the time the discord between Saudi

Arabia andRussiawas sortedout lastweek,
under pressure fromUS President Donald

Trump, itwaspossibly too late (seeChart2).
Oil-exporting countries decided to cut pro-
duction by 10million barrels a day — the
highest production cuts — and yet the de-
mand foroilwasshrinking faster.
Thismeantthatthesupply-demandmis-

match continued toworsen right through
March and April. According to reports, the
mismatch resulted in almost all storage ca-
pacity being exhausted. Trains and ships,
whichwere typically used to transport oil,
too,wereusedup just for storingoil.
It is also crucial here to understand that

theUSbecamethelargestproducerofcrude
oilin2018.Andthatisonereasonwhy,unlike
all previous US Presidents, who always
pushedfor lowercrudeoilprices,especially
inanelectionyear,Trumphasbeenpushing

forhigheroilprices.

WhathappenedonMonday?
TheMaycontractsforWTI,theAmerican

crude oil variant, were due to expire on
Tuesday, April 21. As the deadline ap-
proached, prices started plummeting. This
was for twobroadreasons.
ByMonday, thereweremanyoilproduc-

erswhowanted toget ridof their oil evenat
unbelievably lowprices rather than choose
theotheroption—shuttingproduction,which
wouldhavebeencostliertorestartwhencom-
paredtothemarginal lossonMaysales.
From the consumer side, that is those

holdingthesecontracts, itwasanequallybig
headache. Contract holders wanted to get
wriggle out of the compulsion to buymore

oil as they realised, quite late in hindsight,
thattherewasnospacetostoretheoilif they
were to take thedelivery.
Theyfiguredthatitwouldbemorecostly

forthemtoaccepttheoildelivery,payforits
transportation and then pay for storing it
(possibly for a longish period, given the cir-
cumstances) especiallywhen therewas no
storageavailable,thantosimplytakeahiton
thecontractprice.
Thisdesperationfrombothsides—buy-

ers and sellers — to get rid of oil meant the
WTIoilcontractpricesnotonlyplummeted
tozerobutalsowentdeep into thenegative
territory. Intheshortterm,forboththehold-
ers of the delivery contract and the oil pro-
ducers, itwas less costly to pay $40 a barrel
andgetridoftheoilinsteadofstoringit(buy-
ers)or stoppingproduction (producers).

What is thefutureofoilprices?
It is importanttonotethatitwastheWTI

priceforMayintheUSmarketsthatwentso
low. Crudeoil prices elsewhere fell, too, but
bynotsomuch.Moreover,atleastfornow,oil
prices for June and the comingmonths are
peggedbetween$20and$35abarrel.
It ispossiblethatthiswasaone-offevent

where prices dropped below zero because
of anexistingglut inWTIoil,which is found
inland, and there was no space to store or
transport it inahurry.
Investment budgets of exploration and

productioncompaniesareexpectedtodrop
inthefacefinancialturmoilduetolowshale
oilprices.Normally, this should forceoil ex-
portingcountriestocutbackproductionand
negatetheexcesssupply,restoringsomebal-
ance in theoilmarkets.
But one cannot rule out a repeat of

Monday’strendbecause,withCOVID-19con-
tinuingtospread,globaloildemandisfalling
every day. In the comingquarter, someesti-
matesclaimthattotaldemandwillfallby30%.
Intheend, itwouldbethedemand-sup-

plymismatch (adjusted for howmuch can
be stored away) thatwill decide the fate of
oilprices.

Howwill this impact India?
TheIndiancrudeoilbasketdoesnotcom-

priseWTI—itonlyhasBrentandoilfromsome
oftheGulfcountries—sothereisnodirectim-
pact.Butoilistradedgloballyandweaknessin
WTI ismirrored in the falling prices of the
Indianbasketaswell(seeChart3).
There are twoways inwhich this lower

price can help India. If the government
passes on the lower prices to consumers,
then,whenevertheeconomicrecoverystarts
in India, individual consumption will be
boosted. If, on theotherhand,governments
(bothat theCentreandthestates)decide to
levyhigher taxesonoil, it canboostgovern-
ment revenues.
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ON TUESDAY, the Kerala High Court di-
rectedthestategovernmenttofilebyApril
24areportonthedetailsof itsdealwiththe
US-basedtechfirmSprinklr.Thiscameona
publicinterestlitigationseekingquashingof
thedeal,underwhichthegovernmenthas
engagedSprinklr to collateandhandle the
health data of thousands of people placed
under quarantine as a containmentmeas-
ure against COVID-19. The High Court
Benchexpressedconcerns regarding ‘con-
fidentiality’ of thedata.

What is thedealabout?
The government used a tool developed

bySprinklrtocollatedataonsymptomsand

underlying health conditions of people
placedunderquarantine.Thedatawerecol-
lectedbyworkersatthegrassrootslevel,and
collating themwas aimed at helping doc-
tors andmedical officialsmake informed
decisionsaboutpossiblehospitalisation.

Howdidthisbecomecontroversial?
Earlier this month, Leader of the

Opposition Ramesh Chennithala held a
press conference inwhich he accused the
LeftDemocraticFrontgovernmentofallow-
ing Sprinklr to collate and handle the data
without taking individual consent of the
people under quarantine. The Opposition,
who claimed that data of 1.75 lakh people
werecollected,allegedthatthegovernment
did not follow due procedure in engaging
Sprinklr and thereby ran the riskof crucial
healthdataoftheseindividualsbeingtrans-

ferred topharmaceutical companies.
It questionedwhy the administration

took the assistance of a foreign firmwhen
there were institutions within the state,
such as the Centre for Development of
ImagingtechnologyandtheKeralaStateIT
Mission, which could do the same job.
Chennithala said the decision to appoint
Sprinklr,ownedbyaKeralite,RagyThomas,
wastakenunilaterallywiththeknowledge
of the Chief Minister andwithout obtain-
ing clearance from departments such as
Law,Local Self-governmentandFinance.

Howhasthestategovernment
defendedthedecision?
Thestategovernmenthasstatedthatthe

company’stoolwasofferedfree,intheform
of a software-as-a-service (SaaS), and that
thefirmwasownedbyaKeralite.TheITde-

partmentsaidthedatawerebeingcollected
onamassivescaleandthereforeneededthe
interventionofanapplicationthatcouldcol-
lateit fastandhelpanalysethem.Sprinklr’s
SaaStoolwasalreadyreadyandonlyhadto
becustomisedfor thestate’sneeds.
The government also released docu-

ments in connectionwith the contract it
signedwith Sprinklr onApril 2. The docu-
ments include the purchase order form,
service agreement, privacy policy of the
companyandanon-disclosureagreement.
The documents state that the data belong
to theKeralagovernment.
The agreement order signedwith the

company stated, “Every employee partici-
patesinmandatorydataprotectionandin-
formationsecuritytrainingsandisformally
obligedtodatasecrecy.Sprinklrestablished
adataprotectionsteeringcommitteeofkey

functionalleadersthroughoutthecompany
andSprinklralsoappointedanexperienced
DataProtectionOfficer.”
Following the allegations, the govern-

mentchangedthedomainnamefortheen-
tryofdatafromcitizencenter.sprinklr.comto
citizencenter.kerala.gov.in.
At apress conferenceonMonday, Chief

MinisterPinarayiVijayanrefusedtoanswer
questions about thedeal, sayinghedidnot
wishtowastetimeon“baseless”allegations.

Whatwill thegovernmentneedto
explain inthecourt?
The High Court Bench has sought to

knowwhy the Law Department was not
consultedbeforethedealwasfinalised,and
the government’s rationale behind taking
thehelpof a foreign firmwhentherewere
indigenous firmsthatcoulddodataanaly-

sis. Thecourtmade it clear that itwascon-
cerned about the possibility of breach of
data,andheldthegovernmentresponsible
if thathappens.

Whatcontextdoesthecontroversy
have inKeralapolitics?
ItcomesatatimewhentheCPM-ledstate

government has been getting praise for its
handlingoftheCOVID-19pandemic.Forthe
Opposition,itisanopeningthroughwhichit
cantargettheChiefMinister,whoheadsthe
ITDepartment (which signed thedealwith
Sprinklr). The controversy also comeswith
Assemblyelectionsjustayearaway.
Thenatureofthecontroversycanbepo-

tentiallytroublingfortheCPMasithadag-
gressivelytakenontheBJP-ledCentreover
data privacy concerns surrounding the
Aadhaarproject.

Why oil prices fell below zero
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

OnMonday,WTIcrudepricehitminus$40,whichmeansthesellershouldpaythebuyer. Is thatas
illogicalas itseems?Alookatwhat ledtothecrash,andwhat itmeansfor Indiaandtheworld

WhyKerala govt has been taken to court over deal with a US tech company
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If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you
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Crudeoil storagetanksat theCushing
oilhub, inOklahoma.Reuters
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IF SOMEONE going outdoors during
the lockdown needs to use a public
toilet, or if someonesharesa toilet at
homewithsomeonewhomighthave
contracted COVID-19, is there a risk
of being infected through the faeces
of theinfectedperson?Theshortan-
swer:it ispossibleintheory,butvery
unlikely tohappen.
Emerging information on the

novelcoronavirusSARS-CoV2,which
causes COVID-19 disease, suggests
thattheviruscanbepresent insome
cases. But as the Health Ministry
notes in its FAQs, spreadof thenovel
coronavirus throughthe faecal route
is not the main feature of the out-
break. The primary route remains
droplets from an infected person
coughingorsneezing.Spreadthrough
this route is farmore common than
spreadthroughtouchinginfectedob-
jects and then touching one’s face,
mouthornose.
TheUSCentersforDiseaseControl

and Prevention (CDC) notes that the
virushasbeendetected in the faeces
ofsomeCOVID-19patients,butwhat
isunknownis theamountof virus in
thestool,orwhetherthevirusinstool
is infectiousatall.As such, theriskof
transmission is also unknown.
“However, the risk is expected to be
lowbasedondatafrompreviousout-
breaksofrelatedcoronaviruses(SARS
andMERS)... Therehas beenno con-
firmed fecal-oral transmission of
COVID-19 todate.”
Itmay seem that flushing a toilet

willhavegotridof thevirus,evenif it
was present in the faeces. But flush-
ingcreates“toiletplumes”,whichare
a subject of ongoing research. Toilet
plumes refer to the dispersal of mi-
croscopicparticlesasaresultof flush-
ing. Over the last several years, re-
searchershavebeenstudyingtherisk
of toiletplumeaerosols sent into the
air,thensettlingonthetoiletseatand
infecting someone. In a study pub-
lished in the American Journal of
InfectionControl in2013,which itself
was based on an analysis of several
peer-reviewed studies, researchers
found that potentially infectious
aerosolsmaybeproducedinsubstan-
tialquantitiesduringflushing,which
can expose subsequent toilet users.
Yet, they added, no studies have yet
clearly demonstrated or refuted toi-
let plume-related disease transmis-
sion.Thepaper stressed theneed for
additional research.
It is considered good hygiene if

youflushthetoiletwiththeliddown.
Awidespread view is that doing so
prevents some of the toilet plume
from escaping into the air. It also
makes sense to wait a fewminutes
beforeusingatoiletthathasjustbeen
usedbysomeoneelse.
While noting that the risk of

catching COVID-19 from faeces ap-
pears to be low, the HealthMinistry
adds:“Becausethisisarisk,however,
it is another reason to clean hands
regularly, after using the bathroom
andbeforeeating.”

Can COVID-19 spread from the
faeces of an infected person?

RESTOFINDIA
AndamanandNicobarIslands 16
ArunachalPradesh 1
Assam 35
Bihar 114
Chandigarh 26
Chhattisgarh 36
Goa 7
Haryana 254
HimachalPradesh 39
JammuandKashmir 368
Jharkhand 46
Kerala 408
Ladakh 18
Manipur 2
Meghalaya 11
Mizoram 1
Nagaland 0
Odisha 74
Puducherry 7
Punjab 245
Tripura 2
Uttarakhand 46
WestBengal 392

UnionHealthMinistryupdateasof11pm,April21.Somestatesmayhave
reportedhighernumbers.Onlystateswiththemostcasesarelistedabove.
3,260PATIENTSDISCHARGEDIN29STATESACROSSTHECOUNTRY

Chart 1: Liquid fuels produced and consumedworldwide
(inmillionbarrelsperday)

Chart 2: Daily closing price of Brent andWTI crude oil
(In $ per barrel)

Chart 3:Monthly average price of crude imported by India

(In $/barrel)
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BRITAIN

Queenmarks
low-key94th
birthday
London: Britain’s Queen
Elizabeth II on Tuesday
markedher94thbirthday
privatelyatWindsorCastle
after shehadcancelledall
formsofpubliccelebration
amidthecoronaviruslock-
down.BuckinghamPalace
released special images
andvideosonsocialmedia
toreflectthemilestonesof
themonarch’s reign. The
Queeniswithherhusband,
theDukeof Edinburgh, at
Windsor Castle in
Berkshirewith a reduced
household staff for their
protection. The rest of the
royal family are in lock-
down indifferentpartsof
theUK,includinggrandson
PrinceHarrywhois inthe
US. PTI

Britain’sQueen
Elizabeth II.APFile

PANDEMIC
WATCH

BRITAIN

UK’sfirstSikh
emergency
medicdies
London: Tributes have
been pouring in for
Manjeet Singh Riyat, an
Emergency Medicine
Consultant who died of
coronavirus at the Royal
DerbyHospital intheEast
Midlands region of
EnglandonMonday.Riyat,
52, from the University
Hospitals of Derby and
Burton, was the first
Accident andEmergency
(A&E)consultantfromthe
SikhcommunityintheUK
andwaswell-lovedbyhis
colleagues. “Mr Riyat,
knowntohiscolleaguesas
Manjeet,wasawidely re-
spected consultant in
emergencymedicinena-
tionally,” Gavin Boyle,
ChiefExecutiveofthehos-
pital,saidinhistribute.PTI.

MYANMAR

WHOcarwith
swabsamples
attacked
Yangon: A car used by
WHO to transport swab
samples to be tested for
the COVID-19 virus was
attacked in Myanmar,
killing the driver and
wounding a passenger.
The Global New Light of
Myanmar newspaper re-
ported Tuesday that the
vehicle bearing a UN li-
cense platewas attacked
in Rakhine onMonday.
Rakhine has been the
sceneofbitterfightingbe-
tween the government
and the ArakanArmy, an
ethnic guerrilla group
fighting for autonomy in
Rakhine State. Each side
blamed the other for the
Mondayattack. AP

OTHERTOPGLOBAL STORIES

THENEWYORKTIMES
WASHINGTON,APRIL21

PRESIDENTDONALDTrumpsaid
Monday evening that he in-
tendedtoclosetheUnitedStates
to people trying to immigrate
intothecountrytoliveandwork,
adrasticmovethathesaidwould
protect Americanworkers from
foreigncompetitiononcethena-
tion’seconomybegantorecover
from the shutdown caused by
thecoronavirusoutbreak.
“In light of the attack from

the Invisible Enemy, as well as
the need to protect the jobs of
our GREAT American Citizens,”
Trumpwrote on Twitter, “I will
besigninganExecutiveOrderto
temporarily suspend immigra-
tion into theUnitedStates!”
In recent weeks, the Trump

administration has used health
concerns to justify aggressively
restricting immigration. Even
before the tweet, it had ex-
panded travel restrictions,
slowed visa processing and

moved to swiftly bar asylum-
seekersandunauthorizedimmi-
grants from entering the coun-
try, alarming immigration
advocates who have said that
Trump and his advisers are us-
ingaglobalpandemictofurther
hard-line immigrationpolicies.
But thepresident’s late-night

announcementMonday signals
hismostwide-ranging attempt
yettosealthecountryofffromthe
rest of theworld. A formal order
temporarilybarringtheprovision
ofnewgreencardsandworkvisas
could come as early as the next
few days, according to several
peoplefamiliarwiththeplan.
Undersuchanexecutiveorder,

theTrumpadministrationwould
no longer approve any applica-
tions from foreigners to live and
work in theUnited States for an
undeterminedperiodoftime,ef-
fectively shuttingdownthe legal
immigration system in the same
waythepresidenthaslongadvo-
catedclosingtheborderstoillegal
immigration. Itwasnot immedi-
atelyclearwhatlegalbasisTrump

would claim to justify shutting
downmostimmigration.
Workerswhohave for years

received visas to perform spe-
cializedjobsintheUnitedStates
would also be denied permis-
sion to arrive, though some
workers in some industries
deemed critical could be ex-

empted from the ban, the peo-
plefamiliarwiththepresident’s
discussionsaid.
The number of visas issued

to foreigners abroad looking to
immigrate to the United States
has declined by about 25 per
cent,to462,422inthe2019fiscal
year from617,752 in2016.

Several people familiarwith
the president’s plans said the
Department of Homeland
Securitywas separatelyweigh-
ingalargeexpansionoftravelre-
strictionsthatalreadyprohibited
travelersfromEuropeandChina.
The restrictions would signifi-
cantlyshrinkthenumberofpeo-
ple able to come to the United
States for short-termvisits.
Trumpandhisadvisershave

argued inside theWhite House
that doingmore to bar people
fromothercountriesfromcom-
ingintotheUnitedStates,either
for short-term visits or to live
and work in the country for
longer periods, could help limit
the number of infected people
whoarrive frompotential coro-
navirus hot spots around the
world. And they argue that it
could relieve pressure on the
Americanhealthcaresystem.
But Trump’s primary focus

appears to be on protecting
Americanworkers as the virus
ravageswhathadbeenarapidly
growing jobmarket.

Trump sayswill suspend immigration to US

USPresidentDonaldTrumpwithVicePresidentMikePence
andAssistantSecretary forHealthAdmBrettGiroir.Reuters

REUTERS
GENEVA,APRIL21

THE WORLD Health
Organization (WHO) said on
Tuesday that all available evi-
dencesuggeststhenovelcoron-
avirus originated in animals in
China late last year andwasnot
manipulated or produced in a
laboratory.
US President Donald Trump

said last week that his govern-
ment was trying to determine
whether the virus emanated
fromalabinthecentralChinese
cityofWuhan,wherethecoron-
avirus pandemic emerged in
December.
“All available evidence sug-

geststhevirushasananimalori-
gin and is not manipulated or
constructed in a lab or some-
where else,” WHO spokes-
woman Fadela Chaib told a
Genevanewsbriefing.“Itisprob-
able,likely,thatthevirusisofan-
imalorigin.”
Itwasnotclear,Chaibadded,

how the virus had jumped the
species barrier to humans but
therehad“certainly”beenanin-
termediateanimalhost.“Itmost
likelyhasitsecologicalreservoir
in bats but how the virus came
frombatstohumansisstill tobe

seenanddiscovered.”
She did not respond to a re-

questtoelaborateonwhether it
waspossiblethevirusmayhave
inadvertently escaped from a
lab.
The Wuhan Institute of

Virologyhasdismissedrumours
boththatitsynthesizedthevirus
orallowed it toescape.
Chaib, asked about the im-

pact of Trump’s decision last
week to suspend funding to the
UN agency over its handling of
thecoronaviruspandemic,said:
“Wearestillassessingthesitua-
tionabouttheannouncementby
President Trump ...andwewill
assess the situation andwewill
workwithourpartnerstofillany
gaps.”
“It is very important to con-

tinuewhatwearedoingnotonly
for COVID but for many, many,
many, many other health pro-
grammes,” she added, referring
to action against polio, HIV and
malariaamongotherdiseases.
She said that theWHOwas

81 per cent funded for the next
twoyearsasof theendofMarch,
referring to its $4.8billionbien-
nialbudget. TheUnitedStates is
the Geneva-based agency’s
biggestdonor.Otherbigcontrib-
utors are the Gates Foundation
andBritain.

‘NOSIGNOFLABMANIPULATION’

Coronavirus very
likely of animal
origin, says WHO

REMEMBERING HOLOCAUST AMID LOCKDOWN
FlaresburnattheemptyYadVashemHolocaustMemorialCentre, JerusalemtomarkIsrael's
annualHolocaustRemembranceDayamidcoronavirusrestrictionsaroundthecountry.Reuters

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO,APRIL21

SRI LANKA’S Election
Commission has postponed its
parliamentary elections for
nearly twomonths in thewake
ofthecoronavirusoutbreakthat
has killed seven people and in-
fected295othersinthecountry.
President Gotabaya

RajapaksaonMarch2dissolved
the Parliament, six months
ahead of schedule and called a
snapelectiononApril 25.
A gazette notice signed by

the three members of the
National Election Commission

announcing June 20 date of the
electionwas issuedonMonday.
The EC has written to

PresidentRajapaksaaskinghim
toseekthehighestcourt’sopin-
ion on a possible constitutional
standoff arising from the post-
ponementof theelection.
It said that the postpone-

ment meant that Parliament
would not be able to meet on
June 2, which is three months
fromthedismissalof lastparlia-
mentonMarch2.
However,Rajapaksaasserted

thatitwastheelectioncommis-
sion’sjobtofixthepollsdateand
assuchnoneedfortheSupreme
Court’s intervention.

Earlier,theelectioncommis-
sionmetwith the government
officials and reviewed the pan-
demic situation affecting the
electionmachinery.
Theparliamentarypollswere

announced 6months ahead of
the schedule as Rajapaksa,who
was elected as president in
November, wanted a new
Parliament to implement his
mandate.
Rajapaksaisalsounderpres-

suretore-summonthedissolved
Parliament in order to approve
finances for government busi-
ness fromMay.
ThepreviousParliamenthad

approved funds tillApril 30.

Familiesof victimskilled inthe2019EasterSunday
bombings inSriLanka,onthefirstanniversaryof the
attacks, inNegomboonTuesday.Reuters

Sri Lanka postpones parliamentary polls by 2 months

Pak removes 1,800 names from terrorist watch list: Report
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWYORK,APRIL21

PAKISTANHASremovedaround
1,800 terrorists from its watch
list, including that of 2008
Mumbai attacks mastermind
andLeToperationscommander
Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi, ahead
of a new round of assessments
by the global anti-money-laun-
deringwatchdog The Financial
ActionTaskForce(FATF),accord-
ing to a US-based start-up that
automates watchlist compli-
ance.
Theso-calledproscribedper-

sonslist,whichismaintainedby
Pakistan’s National Counter
TerrorismAuthorityorNACTA,is

intendedinparttohelpfinancial
institutionsavoiddoingbusiness
with or processing transactions

of suspected terrorists.
The list in 2018 contained

about 7,600 names. It has been

reduced to under 3,800 in the
past 18 months, according to
Castellum.AI, aNewYork-based
regulatorytechnologycompany.
About 1,800 of the names

havebeenremovedsincethebe-
ginning of March, according to
datacollectedbyCastellum.
Pakistanisworkingtoimple-

ment an action plan that has
beenmutually agreed to with
the Paris-based FATF, part of
which involves “demonstrating
effectiveimplementationof tar-
geted financial sanctions.”
It is possible that these re-

movalsarepartofPakistan’sac-
tionplantoimplementtheFATF
recommendations, it said.
While Pakistan received a

rating of “low” effectiveness

fromtheFATFregardingterrorist
financing preventivemeasures
andfinancialsanctions,theFATF
did note in February that
Pakistan has largely addressed
14of27actionitems,withvary-
ing levels of progressmade on
therestof theaction, it said.
The FATFwill again evaluate

Pakistan’sprogressinJune2020.
Currently placed on the

FATF’s ‘grey list’, Pakistan has
been scrambling in recent
months toavoidbeingadded to
a list of countries deemed non-
compliant with anti-money
launderingand terrorist financ-
ing regulations, ameasure that
officials here fear could hurt its
economy, which is already un-
der severestrain.

LeToperationscommanderZaki-ur-RehmanLakhvi is
amongthoseoff the list.APFile

REUTERS
SEOUL,APRIL21

SOUTHKOREANandChineseof-
ficials onTuesdaycastdoubton
reportsNorthKoreanleaderKim
JongUnwas ill aftermedia out-
letssaidhehadundergoneacar-
diovascular procedure andwas
in“gravedanger”.
DailyNK,aSeoul-basedspe-

cialitywebsite, reported late on
Monday, citing one unnamed
source inNorthKorea, that Kim
wasrecoveringafterundergoing
the procedure on April 12. The
NorthKorean leader is believed
tobeabout36.

CNN cited a US official with
direct knowledge of thematter
as saying Washington was
“monitoring intelligence” that
Kimwas in grave danger after
surgery. Bloomberg quoted an
unnamed US official as saying
theWhite Housewas told that
Kimtookaturnfortheworseaf-
ter thesurgery.
However, two South Korean

governmentofficialsrejectedthe
CNNreportwithoutelaborating
onwhetherKimhadundergone
surgery. The presidential Blue
House said there were no un-
usual signs coming from the
reclusive,nuclear-capablestate.
Kim is the unquestioned

leader of North Korea and the
sole commander of its nuclear
arsenal. He has no clear succes-
sor and any instability in the
country could be amajor inter-
national risk.
ThestateKCNAnewsagency

gavenoindicationofthewhere-
abouts of Kim in routine dis-
patches onTuesday, but said he
hadsentbirthdaygiftstopromi-
nentcitizens.
An official at the Chinese

CommunistParty’sInternational
LiaisonDepartment,whichdeals
with North Korea, told Reuters
the source did not believe Kim
was critically ill. China is North
Korea’sonlymajorally.

S Korea, China cast doubt on reports of
Kim Jong Un being gravely ill post surgery

YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU,APRIL21

NEPAL IS set to import $18mil-
lion worth of equipment from
Chinatofightthespreadofcoro-
navirus in the country, officials
said.
They said67different items,

including corona testing kits, is
beingboughtbytheNepalArmy
as authorised by the govern-

ment, Brigadier Bigyan Dev
Panday, spokesperson of the
NepalArmy, said.
The Armywas assigned the

job as earlier purchase by a pri-
vate firm following a deal with
theMinistryofHealthhadtobe
abandonedmidwaythroughaf-
ter it was found inflating rates
andbuyingsubstandardgoods.
Nepal has also been negoti-

atingwith India for purchase of
53 items.

Nepal to import equipment
worth $18m to fight corona

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,APRIL21

IMRANKHANhas agreed to get
tested for thenovel coronavirus
after a well-known philan-
thropist was tested positive for
the COVID-19, days aftermeet-
ingthePakistanprimeminister,
hisdoctor saidonTuesday.
Faisal Edhi, the son of late

philanthropistAbdulSattarEdhi
and chairman of the Edhi
Foundation,metKhanlastweek.
Khan’s personal physician

and CEO of Shaukat Khanum
MemorialCancerHospital,Faisal
Sultan,toldthemediathatKhan
wouldundergoCOVID-19test.
“PrimeMinister Khan will

undergo test of the coronavirus
to show that he is a responsible
citizen of this county,” Sultan
said.“Wewillfollowallprotocols
in place andmake recommen-
dationsaccordingly.”
It is not clear howKhanwill

run the government if he was
asked to go into quarantine.
Khaniscurrentlyworkingasper
routineandalsochairedameet-
ingof Cabinet.
Earlier,Saad,thesonofFaisal

Edhi, told theDawn newspaper
that his father started showing
symptoms lastweek, soonafter
meeting Khan in Islamabad on
April 15.

Warnsmosqueswill
be shut if directives
not followed

Khan on Tuesday warned
that mosques will be forced to
shutdownduringtheupcoming
month of Ramzan if people did

not follow the official directives
issued to contain the spread of
thecoronavirus.
Khan's warning came days

after the government allowed
congregational prayers in
mosques during themonth of
Ramzan after the clerics agreed
tofollowthegovernmentguide-
lines on social distancingwhile
praying inmosques.
Accordingtotheagreement,

people above the age of 50,mi-
norsandthosesufferingfromflu
will not be allowed to enter the
mosques.
Theworshippersmustmain-

tain a distance of six feet when
prayingandpeopleshouldwear
face masks and avoid shaking
handsorembracingothers.
Khan said that Pakistan

decided to keepmosques open
in Ramzan because “we are an
independent nation and take
decisions according to our own
situation”.
He made the comments

while addressing the media
alongwithhiskeyteamofadvis-
ers about the country's fight
against thepandemic.
He,however,urgedpeopleto

pray at homeand those attend-
ingmosques should followoffi-
cial guidelines.
Hewarned that the govern-

ment would be forced to shut
downmosques if it was found
that official directives on the
matterwerenot followed.
“I don't want that police ar-

restpeoplewhowant topray in
mosques,” he said. “Our chal-
lenge is verybig, includinghow
to tackle poverty in thewake of
coronavirus lockdown. But we
will comeoutof it,”hesaid. PTI

Pak PM to be tested
for COVID-19: aide

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
WASHINGTON,APRIL21

THEUSCongressreachedatenta-
tive agreement Tuesday with
President Donald Trump on a
nearly$500billioncoronavirusre-
lief bill that would replenish a
small business rescue program,
provide hospitalswith another
$75billion, and implementana-
tionwidevirustestingprogramto
facilitatereopeningtheeconomy.
Senate Democratic Leader

Chuck Schumer announced the
agreement Tuesday morning
andTrumptweetedhis support
hours later, saying he'll sign the
bill if passesbothchambers.
It wasn't clear if the Senate

couldpassthelegislationduring
an afternoon session, which

would take unanimous agree-
ment tobypassSenate rules.
“We have a deal and I think

we'll pass it today,” Schumer
said.Hesaidpost-midnighttalks
among leaders of both parties
and top Trump administration
officials produced a break-
through agreement on the
package.
Trump said he supports the

measure, tweeting: “I urge the
Senate and House to pass the
PaycheckProtectionProgramand
Health Care Enhancement Act
with additional funding.” The
presidentsaidhewasopentoin-
cluding inasubsequentvirusaid
package fiscal relief for state and
local government — which
Democrats hadwanted for the
current bill — alongwith infra-
structureprojects.

US Congress, Trump in
tentative deal on $500bn
coronavirus relief bill

AGENCEFRANCE-PRESSE
RIYADH,APRIL21

G20AGRICULTUREministers on
Tuesdaypledgedtoensure“suffi-
cient” global food supplies amid
thecoronaviruspandemicas the
UNwarnedthenumberofpeople
facingacutehungergloballycould
nearlydouble.
“We will work together to

help ensure that sufficient, safe,
affordable, and nutritious food
continues tobeavailable andac-
cessibletoallpeople,includingthe

poorest,themostvulnerable,and
displacedpeople,”saidtheminis-
ters from the20most advanced
economies. “Under the current
challenging circumstances, we
stresstheimportanceofavoiding
food losses andwaste causedby
disruptionsthroughoutfoodsup-
ply chains,which could exacer-
batefoodinsecurityandnutrition
risksandeconomicloss,”theysaid
after avirtualmeetinghostedby
the group's current president
SaudiArabia.
As COVID-19 lockdownsdis-

rupttheglobaleconomy,theG20

ministers also said they were
working to prevent “excessive
foodprice volatility” in interna-
tionalmarkets.
Theministers stressed itwas

important that coronavirus re-
strictionsdonotcreate“unneces-
sary barriers” to trade and food
supplychains.
Thenumberof people facing

acute food insecurity could in-
crease to 265 million in 2020,
from135million in2019, asa re-
sult of the economic impact of
COVID-19, theUN’sWorld Food
ProgrammewarnedonTuesday.

G20 vows ‘sufficient’ global
food supplies amid coronavirus
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ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,APRIL21

THE WTI (West Texas
Intermediate)oilpricecrashmight
nottranslateintoasharplowering
of prices at retail pumps for con-
sumersinIndia,giventhatthecost
oftheIndianbasketofcrude—the
averageofOman,DubaiandBrent
crude—was at around$24.44 a
barrelasonApril20,accordingto
agovernmentofficial.
Besides, a senior executive

withanOMCsaid,giventhehigh
tax component in India and the
government’s tendency to hike
levieswheninputpricesdrop,the
consumersmaynot get the de-
siredrelief.Thegovernmentraised
excisedutyonpetrolanddieselby
Rs3perlitrelastmonth,thelargest
singlehike induty since2012, in
ordertoimproverevenueposition.
Anotherfactorthatcouldham-

per transmissionof price reduc-
tionisthesharpsurgeinshipment
costs,whichaccountfornearlyone
thirdofthelandedcostofcrudeoil
inIndiaandhaverisenalmostfive-
foldinAprilcomparedtolastyear.
Whiledeterminingpetroland

diesel retailprices,OMCs in India
consider trade parity pricing,
whichisdeterminedonprevailing

pricesof theseproductsinthein-
ternationalmarket. The pricing
formula incorporates80percent
oftheimportpriceand20percent
exportpriceofthefuel.Afterthat,
other inputs suchasdealer com-
mission,exciseandstateleviesare
added to the trade parity price.
The Indianbasket comprises

Sourgrade (OmanandDubai av-
erage) and Sweet grade (Brent
dated)crudeoilina76:24ratio.
Rising shipping costs are an-

other factor that increases the
landedcost in India. Spot charter
rates for crude tankers in early
April topped$200,000aday, ac-
cording to Morgan Stanley, as
against about $40,000aday last
year. The surge in rates indicates

that traders arebetting that they
canwaitoutthepriceslideatsea.
Petrol anddiesel prices have

remainedunchanged for over a
monthatRs69.69perlitreandRs
62.29perlitre,respectively, inthe
national capital, evenascrudeoil
priceshave fallen internationally
fromaround$30perbarrelto$21
perbarrel, as government raised
taxes andOMCs tried tobalance
theirfinances.
ExpertssayOMCsaremaking

upforinventorylossesandreduc-
tions inrefiningmarginsduetoa
dropindemandbyasmuchas70
percentduetothelockdownand
areunlikely to lowerprices in re-
sponse to the fall in crudeprices
untildemandforfuelrecovers.

INDIANBASKETCOMPRISESOMAN-DUBAIAVERAGE&BRENT

‘Policymeasures to provide only
temporary relief to state finances’

Several states have already deferred a part of the salary of state government
employees. “In such a situation, Ind-Ra believes the central government will
have to do the heavy lifting of raising money and pass it on to the state
governments for expenditure,” the report said

Source: India
Ratings

MEASURESTOease liquidity
mismatchforstateshavebeen
announcedsuchas increase in
theWaysandMeansAdvances
(WMA) limits tostatesby60%,
butwithadditional liquidityof
justRs19,335crore,WMA
relief is“too little tohelp”

India Ratings has said in a report that policy measures
to boost liquidity would provide only temporary
relief to state finances, but the onus is on the Centre to
extend support

OUTLOOK
Most statesmay be able to
make payments in April 2020
using reserve funds, increased
WMA limits, and other
revenues. However, if the
revenue sources of the states
remainweak even inMay, it
will be difficult tomake
committed payments, it said

14of 18state governments
analysedbasedonmonthly

expenditure (of FY21 state
budgets) and liquidity
positions showtheywill be able
tomakepayments forApril

4states—Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh—may find it
difficult tomake payments if
the lockdowncontinues
beyondMay3despite the
supportivemeasures for
liquidity

REUTERS
NEWYORK,APRIL21

OILFUTURES for Juneplunged to
neartwo-decadelowonTuesday,
as thepanic that sentUSMay fu-
turestobelowminus$40perbar-
rel onMondaybled further into
themarkets.
BrentfuturesforJunedelivery

fell$6.34,or24.8percent,to$19.23
abarrel by11:45a.m. EDT (1545
GMT),whileUScrudeforJunefell
about$7,or35percent,toaround
$13.34.At their session lows, the
Brent front-monthfell to$18.10a
barrel, its lowest sinceDecember
2001, while the WTI second-
monthfellto$11.79,thelowestfor
thatcontractsinceFebruary1999.
WTI for May delivery re-

boundedfromthenegative.Itwas
tradingat$5.39abarrel,asmostof
theopenpositionsweresettledon
Monday.

HC quashes prosecution
against 2 ex-IL&FS auditors
OMKARGOKHALE
MUMBAI,APRIL21

IN A major relief to former
InfrastructureLeasing&Financial
Services (IL&FS) auditors BSR&
Associates (a KPMG-affiliated
firm) andDeloitte Haskins and
Sells, theBombayHighCourt on
Tuesdayquashedcriminalprose-
cutionagainst theauditing com-
panies before a special court in
Mumbai.
Thecourtquashed theprose-

cutionbasedonacriminal com-
plaint filed by the Ministry of
CorporateAffairs’ Serious Fraud
InvestigationOffice(SFIO)against
theauditors,whowereaccusedof
connivance in the IL&FS financial
fraudcase,observingittobe‘non-
maintainable’. The SFIO filed a
complaintonMay30.
In this regard, theCentrehas

soughta stay foreightweeksbe-
foremoving the apex court. The
highcourtnotedtheinterimpro-
tection from coercive action
granted toauditorswill continue
duringthisperiod.
A Bench of Chief Justice

Bhushan PDharmadhikari and
Justice Nitin R Borkar passed a
judgment throughvideoconfer-
ence in pleas filed by IL&FS
FinancialServicesLtd(IFIN)audi-
tors,challengingtheCentre’smove
seekingabanonauditingcompa-
nies for fiveyears. TheBenchhad
reserveditsjudgmentforJanuary
13thisyear.
While a Bench, led by Chief

Justice Dharmadhikari, in its
198-pagedjudgmentupheldthe
constitutionalvalidityofSection
140 (5) of Companies Act, 2013,
thecourtsaidtheprovisiondoes
not apply to auditorswho have
resigned.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL21

DOMESTIC STOCKmarkets on
Tuesdayplunged3percentasthe
pain inoilmarkets led toaglobal
sell-off. The Sensex plunged by
1,011points to30,636.71and the
NSENifty Index lost 280 points
(3.03per cent) to 8.981.45 amid
heavysellingpressure.
Therupeealsoended29paise

lower at 76.83perdollar against
Monday’scloseof76.54.
After opening gap down,

Indian markets tracked weak
global cues and remainedunder
pressurethroughout thesession.
The weak oil demand due to
COVID-19 pandemic and lock-
down in countries continued to
drag oil prices into the negative
territory, impacting the outlook
on the global economy, analysts

said.Oilpriceswerestillcrashing
after a stunning collapse on
Monday that sawUS crude fu-
tures plunge belowzero for the
firsttimeinhistory.
S Ranganathan, Head of

Research at LKP Securities, said,
“Manifestationofmultipleevents
took a heavy toll on crude oil.
Financials pounded themarkets
sincemorningwith no respite
whatsoever.Advance-decline ra-
tiowasskewedtowardsthelatter.
Barring some pharma names,
nothingwhatsoeverwas spared
amongtheheavyweights”.
AftertheUScrudecrash,mar-

kets, in syncwithglobalmarkets
tradednegatively,astheextentof
the impactof lockdownsandthe
globalslowdownisbecomingev-
ident. “Corporate earningshave
been impactedby thepandemic
relatedshutdowns.Postearnings
management guidance has not
givenclearindicationaboutthere-
coverypath.Earnings resultswill
beinfocusforthefuturecourseof
thecompanybusiness,”saidVinod
Nair, head of research at Geojit
FinancialServices.

OMCs use crude
price drops to make
up for fall in demand
KARUNJITSINGH
NEWDELHI,APRIL21

PETROLANDdiesel prices have
remained unchanged for over a
monthatRs69.59perlitreandRs
62.29perlitre,respectively, inthe
Capital,evenasIndiancrudebas-
kethasfallenfromaround$33.36
perbarrelonaverageinMarchto
$24perbarrelonApril20.
Experts say oil marketing

companies (OMCs) aremaking
upforinventorylossesandreduc-
tionsinrefiningmarginsduetoa
dropoffindemandbyasmuchas
70percentdue to the lockdown
andareunlikelytolowerpricesin
responsetothefallincrudeprices
untildemandforfuelrecovers.
ThepriceofWTI, thebench-

mark for prices in North
America, fell below zero on
Monday closing at -$37.63.
India’s basket of crude is not di-
rectly affected by the fall as the
Indian basket comprises Sour
grade(OmanandDubaiaverage)
and Sweet grade (Brent dated)
crudeoil ina76:24ratio.
“OMCs are unlikely to cut

prices until demand recovers,”
saidAbhijeetBora,senioranalyst
atSharekhanbyBNPParibas,not-
ing OMCs such as Indian Oil
Corporation, Hindustan Petrol-
eum Corporation and Bharat
Petroleum Corporationwould

use lower prices tomake up for
inventorylosses andlowergross
refiningmargins.
Sunilkumar Katke, head of

commodities at Axis Securities,
said the retail price of petrol in
Delhiwouldbelowerbyaround
Rs 12 per litre at around Rs 57,
even after increase in taxes and
levies by the government if
OMCshadmaintainedthesame
level of margins in the price of
petrolastheywereinJanuarybe-
forethebeginningofapricewar
between Russia and OPEC
pushed up supply and the lock-
downs due to the coronavirus
outbreakcrasheddemand.
Katke said despite increased

margins,OMCswouldnotbeable
tomakeup for the impactof the
fall in demand. “Itwill compen-
sate for the loss to an extent but
not enough given that demand
hasgonefardown.Mostoftheoil
making companies will report
poor numbers,” said Katke,
addingOMCswillbeabletoben-
efitfromimprovedmarginsonly
after demandpicked up to nor-
mal levels.

SANDEEPSINGH&
SUNNYVERMA
NEWDELHI,APRIL21

THEONGOING lockdown is
posing a new challenge for
banking customers, whose
debit and credit cards have
crossed their expirydate this
monthoraresettoexpireover
the next couple of months.
With the lockdown in place
andcourier servicenotbeing
allowedtofunctionbylocalau-
thorities despite the Centre
mandatingarestartpostApril
20,bankerssaytheyareunable
toreplacetheexpiredcards.
Asperaseniorofficialof a

leading payment network
companies, on an average
around50lakhcardscomeup
for renewal every month.
However, it is expected the
number of cards thatwould
havecomeforrenewalinApril
maybemorethanthisaverage.
RBIdatashowsthat in the

monthofApril2015,thebank-
ing industry added1.13 crore
debit cards andover 1.7 lakh
credit cardsmaking it a total
addition of nearly 1.15 crore
cards. Even if 80 per cent of
theseaccounts areactiveand
had a validity period of five
years, it would mean that
nearly90lakhcardsweredue
forrenewalinApril2020.Inthe
month ofMay2015, over 60
lakh new cardswere added
and theywould ideally come
forrenewalnextmonth.
Therehasbeenasharprise

innumberofcardsissuedover
the last five years.While in
March2015,therewere55.24
croredebitcardsand2.11crore
credit cards,RBI data shows
that asof January2020 there
were 81.6 crore outstanding
numberofdebitcardsand5.6
crorecreditcards.
“Onanaverage, about4-5

million cards across banks
come up for renewal every
monthkeeping5yearvalidity
inmind.Ifyouextrapolatethat
for threemonths thenumber
would be close to 1.5 crore
cardsandthusitwill impacta
largenumberof customers,”
said a senior official with a

leading payment network
company. Bankers are de-
mandingthatwhilebankingis
anessentialservice,thisaspect
of physical delivery of cards
shouldalsobemadeanessen-
tial service. “While some
businesses like courier have
beenallowedpostApril20,the
situationontheground isnot
exactly conducive for courier
companiestodeliverthecards
tocustomers,”saidaseniorof-
ficialwithaprivatesectorbank.
Headdedwhilebanksreached
outtoIndiaPostfordeliveryre-
latedhelp,“IndiaPostdeclined
todoso.”

What are the optionswith
customers?
While banks can technically
enhance theexpiryperiodof
the card issued by them,
bankers say it is a tedious
process. “Wewill have to do
segregationaccording tocus-
tomers and then process it
bothatourendandalsogetthe
merchant systemsupdated,”
saidanofficialwithabank.
Amongother options are

cashlesswithdrawal andvir-
tual cards. Sources say only
handfulofbanksoffercashless
withdrawal facility. Another
option is thevirtual card, but
bankerssaywhilevirtualcards
are used for e-transactions,
there is a constraint on cash
withdrawalwhichistheprime
necessityincurrenttimes.
“By far, debit cardsare the

most convenient for a large
numberofpeopleandifthere-
newed cards don’t reach the
customer, itwill cause incon-
venience tomillions,” said a
banker. An option for cus-
tomersinsuchacasewouldbe
tovisitabranchandwithdraw
cash as per their needs.
“Unavailabilityofcourierserv-
iceshas affectednotonlyde-
liveryof cardsbut alsomany
otherbankingoperations.We
are trying toensure that cus-
tomer inconvenience ismin-
imised.The impact rightnow
is limited since customers
needcashonlyforessentialsas
other economic activities are
shutdown,” a senior official
withapublicsectorbanksaid.

COVID-19 EFFECT
BANKING

Lockdown impact:
Banks unable to send
renewed debit, credit
cards to customers

USoil hits freaknegative, but
Indian fuel pricesmaynot fall

CrudeoilstoragetanksattheCushingoilhubintheUS.Reutersfile

ExpertssayOMCsare
makingupforinventory
lossesandreductionsin
refiningmargins

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,APRIL21

HEALTHINSURANCEcustomers,
who are facing the onslaught of
coronaviruspandemic,willnow
beabletopaythepremiumona
monthly or quarterly basiswith
immediate effect instead of the
current practice of lump sum
payment for the full year in one
installment.
The directive of the

Insurance and Regulatory
DevelopmentAuthorityof India
(Irdai)onthemonthlypayment
option is expected to ease the
pressureoncustomersatatime
when the country is facing
salarycutsandjoblosses, insur-
ers said. “In view of prevailing
conditions owing to COVID-19
outbreak and considering the
need for easing the payment of
health insurance premiums, all
the insurers are allowed to col-
lecthealthinsurancepremiums

in installments,” Irdai said.
The premium mode pro-

posed to be added may be
monthly,quarterlyorhalfyearly
and the resulting premium
amounts under each frequency
are consistent with premium
amounts under other premium
modes of the underlying prod-
uct, it said inacircular.
TheRs50,000crorehealthin-

surance segment is the fastest
growing segment in the insur-
ancesector.AsofFebruary2020,

insurance companies had col-
lected Rs 46,777 crore as pre-
mium from customers in 11
months, according to data col-
lected by theGeneral Insurance
Council.
However, according to Irdai,

thereshouldbenochangeinba-
sic premium table and charging
structureundertheapprovedin-
dividual product towhich new
premiumpaymentmode is be-
ingadded.Thiswillbeapplicable
forhealthinsurancepoliciesthat

aredueforrenewaluptoMarch,
2021, insurerssaid.
Amit Chhabra, Health busi-

ness head, Policybazaar.com,
said,“Remember,earlierin2019,
insurance companies were
asked to refile products by
October 1, 2020 and thereby
havetheoptionofmonthlypay-
ment active. Now post this
guideline,theoptionofmonthly
paymentmodewillbefollowed
with immediateeffect.Notonly
will this help consumers in the
current scenario of COVID-19
but also increase health insur-
ancepenetrationinIndiafroma
long-termperspective.”
The facility of payment of

premiumsininstallmentsshould
beofferedinrespectofanyprod-
uct or products and the same
should be offered to all policy-
holderswithoutanydiscrimina-
tion and policyholders shall be
also notified of the applicable
conditions,Irdaisaid.“Customers
can buy covers with adequate

sum insured and leverage the
monthly paymentmode in this
case. However, we should keep
inmindthatthetenureofinstall-
ment,be it1yearor forever,will
depend on the insurance com-
pany and the monthly mode
paymentwould also be subject
to the ITpreparedness at the in-
surer’send,”Chhabrasaid.
Thepremiuminstallmentfa-

cilitymay be offered either as a
permanentfeaturebydulycom-
plyingwith thenormsspecified
in the guidelines ormay be of-
fered as a temporary relief for a
period of twelvemonths (one
policy year) in respect of all the
healthinsurancepoliciesthatare
due for renewal up to March
2021, Irdai said.
Earlier this week, Irdai had

said health insurerswill have to
conveytheirdecisiononrequests
raised for cashless treatment as
well as on the final discharge or
the amount thatwill be paid to
thehospitalwithintwohours.

BRIEFLY
HDFCcuts
homeloanrate
NewDelhi:HDFConTuesday
slasheditslendingrateby15
basispoints amidagradual
declineincostofborrowing.

Banksget45
daybreather
Mumbai:TheRBIsaidbanks
will have 45 days to invest
cheaperfundsraisedviathe
secondversionofTLTROs.

TullowOil
namesDhirCEO
NewDelhi: TullowOil said
RahulDhir, a former Cairn
Indiachiefexecutive,willtake
over as CEO and ED of the
groupfromJuly1.PTI

KarnatakaBank
reappointments
NewDelhi: FollowingRBI’s
approval, KarnatakaBank’s
board has reappointed P
Jayarama Bhat part-time
(non-executive)chairmanto
holdofficeup toNovember
13, 2021, and Mahab-
aleshwaraMSasmanaging
director & CEO for three
moreyears,saidastatement.

KalyanJewellers’
goldcertificate
NewDelhi:Kalyan Jewellers
haslaunchedaGoldOwner-
shipCertificate,whichcanbe
purchasedonthewebsiteon
orbeforeAkshayaTritiya,as
perarelease.ENS

CBDT: E-mails to 1.72 lakh assessees seek
only updates, not notices or ‘arm twisting’
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,APRIL21

AFTER THE income tax depart-
mentsente-mailsto1.72lakhas-
sessees includingstart-ups,com-
paniesand individualswhohave
outstandingtaxdemandsandtax
refunds, it said Tuesday that the
computer generatede-mails are
justseekinganupdatefromtheas-
sessee for the proposed adjust-
mentofrefundwiththeoutstand-
ing demand and “cannot be
misconstruedasanoticeofrecov-
ery or be perceived as so-called
armtwisting”.
TheCBDTsaidtheseemailsare

part of the faceless communica-
tion.“Theseemailsareauto-gener-
atedu/s245oftheI-TActinrefund
caseswherethereisanyoutstand-
ing demand payable by the as-
sessee.Incasetheoutstandingde-
mandhasalreadybeenpaidbythe
taxpayeror ithasbeenstayedby
thehighertaxauthorities,thetax-
payers are requested through
thesemails toprovide the status
update so thatwhile issuing the
refund,theseamountsarenotheld
backandtheirrefundsarereleased
forthwith,”itsaid.
MohandasPai, co-founderof

AarinCapital,onMondaytweeted
abouttheissuesbeingfacedfrom
the taxdepartment, tagging the

PMOandtheFinanceMinister.
SinceApril8,theCentralBoard

of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has been
fast-tracking refundpayments to
help taxpayers in thepandemic
situation andhas to date issued
nearly14lakhrefundsworthover
Rs9,000crore tovarious taxpay-
ers including individuals, HUFs,
proprietors,firms,corporate,start-
ups,andmicro,andSMEs.
TheCBDT said the assessees

havetofurnishdetailsofthepend-
ingdemand,whether ithasbeen
paidorhasbeenstayedbyanyap-
pellate/competentauthority so it
can keep the same in abeyance
anddonot deduct this amount
fromrefund.

REUTERS
NEWDELHI,APRIL21

INDIA’S SECOND largest private
lenderICICIBankonTuesdaycon-
firmed its exposure to the
Singapore-based troubled oil
traderHinLeongTradingPte Ltd
(HLT)andsaid it is takingstepsto
protectitsinterest.
“WeconfirmthattheBank, in

thenormalcourseof itsbusiness,
has exposure to the borrower
group in question, is takingdue
steps toprotect its interests, and
willappropriatelyreflectthesame
in its financial statements, as it
woulddoinrespectofallitsbank-
ingexposures,”ICICIsaidinastock

exchangefiling.
ReutersonMonday reported

theICICIBankhas$100millionex-
posuretothetrader.

Singapore: Singaporepolice
said theyhave launchedan
investigationfollowingnews
thatthefounderofHinLeong
Tradinghadtoldthefirmnot
todisclosehundredsofmil-
lionsofdollars in lossesover
severalyears.REUTERS

Singapore
police launch
investigation

ICICI Bank confirms exposure
to troubled oil trader Hin Leong

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,APRIL21

AMIDTHE lockdown to counter
the COVID-19 outbreak, 87 per
cent of respondents of a
Localcirclessurveyareoftheview
thattheirhouseholdearningswill
reduce in thenext 12months as
againstlastyear,aspertheresults
conductedbythecommunityso-
cialmediaplatform.
Thesurveywasconductedon-

lineacrossover150districts and
receivedaround17,000votes.
Listing the reasons for stress

duringtheongoinglockdown,31
percentof therespondentslisted
job,businessorfinances,while11

per cent saidprocuringessential
suppliesforhouseholds.
Onthequestionregardingim-

pactofCOVID-19onincomeinthe
next12months,26percentofthe
respondentssaiditwillreduceby
50percentormore,while25per
cent said itwill reduceby25-50
percent.12percentsaiditwillre-
ducebyup to25per centand24
per cent didnot quantify the re-
duction.“Only2percentrespon-
dentsbelievetheirincomewillrise
inthenext12monthswhile11per
centsaidcoronaviruswillhaveno
impactontheirincome,”itsaid.
InapollinMarch,28percentof

the respondents said they ex-
pectedtheirhouseholdincometo
reduceinthenext12months.

‘87% feel household earnings
will reduce in next 12 months’

Oil prices at
2-decade low,
US crude recoups
losses to enter
positive terrain

CORPORATEEARNINGS
havebeenimpactedby
thepandemic-related
shutdowns.Postearnings
managementguidance
hasalsonotgivenclear
indicationaboutthe
recoverypath.Earnings
resultswillbeinfocusfor
thefuturecourseofthe
companybusiness.

Eyeon
earnings

US crude rout fallout: Sensex falls
1,011 points amid global sell-off

■Thedirectiveof the
InsuranceandRegulatory
DevelopmentAuthorityof
India (Irdai)onthemonthly
paymentoption isexpected
toeasethepressureon
customersata timewhen
thecountry is facingsalary
cutsandjob losses, insurers

said
■Accordingto Irdai, there
shouldbenochange in
basicpremiumtableand
chargingstructureunder
theapprovedindividual
product towhichnew
premiumpaymentmodeis
beingadded

EASINGPRESSUREONCUSTOMERS

‘Health cover premium can be paid monthly, quarterly or half yearly’

New Delhi



CROSSWORD4098

ACROSS

1 AnumbersailoutEast, in
case (6)

4 Holidaybreak forTeresa (6)

9 Hecuts inside the fold (7)

10 Place for landingandtake-off
(5)

11 Transplantedtrees (5)

12 WatchesNordicmoney-not
aprettysight (7)

13 Itmeansyourappetitewas
goodall right (7,4)

18 Conspicuous lackof essential
furniture (7)

20 Boastingwithoutpublicity is
welldone(5)

22 Acapitalatmosphere ina
smallbusinesshouse (5)

23 Adiner’sordered fish (7)

24 Firmstayeddisorganised
(6)

25 Speakingeasily, trouble
unfelt (6)

DOWN

1 Verygoodmaninchurch(6)

2 Unusuallysleek itemsof food
(5)

3 Retire fromthecontest -not
upto it? (7)

5 Beer is taken inbythe
gangway(5)

6 Changecoursewhenthe
vessel’s caught in theswell
(4,3)

7 Producedtherent (6)

8 Safedeaneryconstructed
withoutceremony(4-3-4)

14 Onemustdo it tosurvive (7)

15 Freetranslationof braille (7)

16 Tries togainanadmission?
(6)

17 Not lyingaboutone’sheight
(6)

19 Thinkanxiouslyabout the
children(5)

21 I’dbe inLincoln tostay (5)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Thegeneralpicture
is lookingsomewhat
emotional,but
decidedlyambitious.

It seemsthatmostof your
hopesmaybevested in family
members,butdon’tproject
expectationsontopeoplewho
cannever liveupto them.You
might thinkyou’reentitledto
makedemandsonother
people,but they’reunlikely
toagree.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
It isverydefinitelya
day foracharming
chatandgood
communication,

althoughwhetheryouwill ever
beable tomakea finaldecision
isdebatable. Indeed,youmay
changeyourmindwhenever
youwant,whateverpartners
say.Theyhavetorecognise that
yourneedsanddesiresarenot
what theywere.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Financialmatters
maybe a cause of
some concern, but
whether you are

due tomake a sensiblemove
or tip somemoney into a
passing blackhole is a rather
sensitive point. I’d say that the
former ismore likely than the
latter, just as long as you avoid
impulsive promises.

CANCER(June22- July23)
TheMoon’s
relationshipwith
yoursign isbroadly
helpful, andyou

standtowinontwocounts
becauseof its roleasyour
planetaryruler. If you’re
planninganythingbigonthe
emotional front,youcanafford
tobeconfidentabout the
outcome.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
There isonemore
unexpected
developmentdown
theroad. If youhave

nowworkedout thatyoumust
makeacompletebreakwithold
emotionalchains,youare
heading foraverypleasant
surprise. Somebody isduetobe
deeply impressedby
you indeed.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Mercuryshifts
nervously today,a
crucial turnof events
whichmeans that

onesetof plansor ideasmay
soonbeputonthebackburner,
perhapsuntil about three
weeks’ time. Impatiencewillbe
yourbiggest failing,but it is
easilyovercomeif youstop
andthink.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Amysterycontinues,
andthere isalmost
nochanceof arriving
atasolutionsoon. In

asense, itdoesn’tmatter, for
over thenext fewweeks
youwillhavethechance
toberecognisedandpraised
foryourverypublicactions.
All credit isduetoyoufor
lendingyoursupportwhen
itmattered.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Strongtravel stars
maybeextended
intodreamsof life
abroad. If youever

fanciedspinningoutyourdays
onatropicalbeach,nowis the
timetoset thewheels in
motion.Also, if youspotan
argumentonthehorizon,
familiariseyourselfwith
yourrights.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Alleyesareonthat
mischievousand
unreliableplanet
Mercury,whichafter

promisingsomuch, isabout
togobackon itsword.You’ll
justhavetoaccept thatyou
mighthavetochangeyour
mind,andthat’snotexactly
somethingyou’renormally
happytodo.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
If all goesaccording
toplan,you’ll receive
support fromfriends
andpartners,butnot

in theways thatyouexpected.
Youmaybeofferedsome
rather trickyadviceand
your first inclinationcould
betoreject it.However,you
mayfeeldifferentlyonce
you’vereceivedthe
relevant reassurance.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Manyare thetimes
thatyouhavebeen
misjudgedand
under-estimated.

Whenitcomesto thecrunch
youreallyaremoreresponsible
atworkthanpeopleoften
realise. Forexample,at the
momentyouareconcerned
aboutapartner’sposition,and
your feelingswill showin
youractions.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Relaxandenjoy
yourself, anddon’t
worry toomuch if
responsibilitiesare

buildingup.You’vebeen
throughenough inthepastand
nowshouldbedueforsome
time-off.And, if youwant to
buryyourhead inthesand,why
not?Afterall, everybodyneeds
abreak.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S

O
LU

TI
O
N
S
U
D
O
K
U
4
18

6

Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Restisthe______oflabour-Plutarch(5,5)

SOLUTION:MELEE,ASHES,COUNTY,THWACK
Answer:Restisthesweetsauceoflabour-Plutarch

LMEEE CNOYTU

EHASS AHKTCW

SolutionsCrossword4097:Across:1Support,5Sepia,8Onceandforall,9Troll,10
Lettuce,11Attest,12Import,15Thinner,17Towed,19Cavalrycharge,20Essen,21
Desists.Down:1Short,2Packofthieves,3Oracles,4Toddle,5Scout,6Playupon
words,7Ailment,11Article,13Matches,14Frayed,16Nylon,18Dress.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong
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DDCA’s deal under
scanner; ombudsman
orders forensic audit
NIHALKOSHIE
NEWDELHI,APRIL21

THEDELHI andDistrict Cricket Association
(DDCA) ombudsmanhas ordered a forensic
auditofanagreementbetweenthestateunit
and a contractor formodernisation of the
restaurant, bar,members' loungeandcricket
library.OmbudsmanJustice (retired)Deepak
Verma took thedecisionwhenhegot no re-
sponse fromApexCouncilmembersafterhe
asked themto submit all documents related
toMSL Jangid JV, the contractor. Thevalueof
theworkawardedwasRs6.25crore.
Hehasalsoissuedinstructionstostopthe

paymentofRs34lakhtothecontractorasrel-
evantdocumentswerenotproduced,includ-
ingacopyoftheoriginalagreementsignedon
December 10, 2019. Twomembers of the
ApexCouncil,oneofwhomispartoftheinfra-
structure committee of theDDCA, hadwrit-
ten to the ombudsmanalleging fraud in the
agreementwith the contractor.Lastmonth,
JusticeVermaordereda forensic audit of the
DDCAforthepastfiveyears,includingbalance
sheets andallmemorandumof understand-
ing documents that have been signed but
statedthattheagreementwithMSLJangidJV
hadtobescrunitisedfirst.
“I would like to point out that since the

complaintswereprimarilymadeagainst the
agreement (betweenDDCAandMSL Jangid
JV),itwouldbepropertoconducttheforensic
auditinrelationtothesaidagreementfirst,fol-
lowedbyacomprehensiveauditof theentire
DDCA. Forensic auditwith respect to agree-
mentwithMSL Jangid JV shall be completed
expeditiously and preferablywithin two to
fourweeksfromthedateofthisorder,”Justice
Vermawroteinanorderissuedlastmonth.
Sanjay Bhardwaj, a member of the fi-

nance and infrastructure committee, was
oneofthecomplainants. Bhardwajwassur-
prisedwhenhevisitedtheregisteredaddress
submittedby thecontractor.
“Theaddressmentionedintheagreement

is540, Street10, SardarpurColony, Sector45,
Noida. Iwentmyself tocheck if anycompany
operatedfromthisaddress.Therewasnosuch
company.Thebuildingnumbermentionedis

540but there isnobuildingnumberbeyond
480.TheDDCAhasgotintoanagreementwith
acompanywhoseaddress is false. It is a slum
areaandnocompanyaddressofJangidJVwas
found. Iwrote to the ombudsmanbecause
there seemed to be something fraudulent,”
Bhardwaj,whoisalsoadirector(cricket),said.
He also claimed tohavevideo recordings

ofhisvisit toSardarpurColonyandconversa-
tionswithpeopleinthearea. DDCAstanding
counselGautamDuttawasappointedby the
ombudsmanastheperson-in-chargetoassist
theauditorandto'ensureallcompliance'.
“Thereisacomplaintbytwodirectorsofthe

company,one is the jointsecretaryandone is
thecricketdirector,whohimselfispartofthein-
frastructurecommittee.Ifthesepeoplearesay-
ingthat there is something fishy in theagree-
ment thentheentireApexCouncil, theentire
administrativestaff of theDDCAmustdigout
all documentsandunearthwhatever is there
intheinfrastructurefiasco.Everytimecorrup-
tionchargesarelevelled,theyaresweptunder
thecarpetintheDDCA,”Duttasaid.
ThisisnotthefirsttimethatDDCAhasbeen

underthescannerforconnectionswithalleged
shellcompanies.Aninternalfact-findingreport
in2015foundatleastthreecompaniesthathad
receivedpaymentsfromtheDDCAforworkat
theKotla having the same registered office,
sameindividualdirectorsandsharedemailIDs.
Visits to the registeredaddresses of these

companiesbyThe IndianExpressshortlyafter
the fact-finding reportwas released showed
that theydidnot function from the location
mentioned. At the addressmentioned of a
marketingcompany,anITcompanyandatrad-
ingcompany-allofwhomreceivedpayments
fromtheDDCA–wereagheeshop,adispen-
saryandagarmentshop.

REALKASHMIR DONATE
MASKS, GLOVES ANDPPES
The Real Kashmir Football Club donated Personal
Protection Equipment (PPEs), gloves and masks for
heath workers in Jammu and Kashmir.

CAwants5Tests,BCCInon-committal
CricketAustraliawantsanextramatch in the four-Test seriesagainst India; latter reckons theproposal ispremature

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,APRIL21

THEBCCI isyettogiveanythoughttoCricket
Australia’s (CA) five-Test series overture, as
it feels thewhole idea is a little premature.
According to a Board official,muchwill de-
pend on the future of the T20World Cup,
scheduledtobeheldinAustraliainOctober-
November.
On Tuesday, CA chief executive Kevin

Robertsaddressedthemediaviavideocon-
ference and said hosting an additional Test
againstIndiacouldbeanoption.Askedabout
this, a BCCI official told The Indian Express:
“We haven’t given it a thought as yet. We
have aWorld Cup and Australia is in lock-
down (the countryhas closed its borders to
all foreignersforsixmonths)untiltheendof
September.Wehave to see how they go for
that(T20WorldCup).Dependingonthat,the
bilateral serieswill beworkedout.”
The economic fallout of the coronavirus

pandemicismassiveandcricket,likeallother
sectors, is already feeling thepinch. There’s a
bigquestionmarkovertheT20WorldCuptak-
ingplace as per schedule and a cancellation
will seeCA suffer a huge revenue loss. Every
boardmight stand to lose $7-8million if the
ICCevent iscancelled,butAustraliabeingthe
tournamenthost,will take abiggerhit.With
Indiabeingthegame’smoneybags,CAisbank-
ingonthehomeseriesagainstViratKohliand
companytosomewhatmakeupfortheloss.If
by theendof theyear, theCovid-19problem
doesn’trunitscourseandthetouriscancelled,
themonetarylosscouldbeirreparable.
As Robertsmentioned, hosting the Test

seriesatonevenue,withoutspectators, isan
option as well. “Whether or not there are
peopleatthevenueornot;wewillexploreall
viable options. Fortunately, we have a little
bitof timetoworkthroughthedifferentsce-
narioswith the India series. Butwe are not
rulingoutanypossibilityforthatatthispoint
in time,”Roberts said.
Asperthecurrentitinerary,Australiaare

slated to host India for a four-Test series.
However, back in January, when a CA dele-
gation led by chairman Earl Eddings met
BCCI office-bearers, thepossibility of incor-
porating an additional Test was discussed.
The Indian board, though, remained non-

committal. At themoment, India play five-
TestseriesonlyagainstEngland.ButCA,too,
is keen to have five matches in all India-
AustraliaTestseries, forIndia’sparticipation
guaranteesmassive revenue.
“Wewon’truleanythingoutintermsofthe

Indianseries.AlongwiththeBCCIandIndian
players,wewanttostageaseriesthatinspires
thecricketworld,whetherornottherearepeo-
pleinthestands,”Robertssaid,addingthatthe
relationshipbetweenAustralianofficials and
theirIndiancounterpartsis“strong”.
With the coronavirus pandemicwreak-

inghavocglobally, sporthascometoastand-
still.RobertssaidCAisseriouslyexaminingthe
possibilityofhostingtheT20WorldCupasper
schedule. Playing thematchesbehindclosed
doors is not ruledout either. “If you contem-
platetheprospectof theinternationalseason

inparticularbeingaffected,wehaveanissueof
(losingrevenueof)hundredsofmillionsofdol-
lars onourhands,”Roberts saidat themedia
conference.
Headded: “Wewill bedoingeverything

possible to launch and stage a season in
2020-21.Whatwedoknowisthatthebigger
returnsfromthebroadcastrightsaroundthe
event thataregeneratedby the ICCarevery
important toall of our counterparts around
thecricketworld.So, it’s incumbentonusto
doeverythingpossibletostageandhostthe
T20WorldCup.”

Pay cuts likely
With CA estimating a revenue loss of $20
millionasofnow,contractedplayersreport-
edly could be asked to take pay cuts. This is
despitethefactthattheAustralianboardhas

a broadcast rights deal worth $1.2 billion
withFoxSportsandChannelSevenforasix-
yearcycle from2018.
“Wewere completelyon trackwithour

plan for the year until coronavirus hit. The
unfortunaterealityof thatisweareestimat-
ing thatwehave taken a $20m impact thus
far. Andwehavetoanticipate,giventheun-
knownand fast-moving nature of this situ-
ation, thattherewillbemorerisksthanthat
$20m,”Roberts said.

AustraliaandIndiahaveregularlymet in four-Test series--the lastonecomingasrecentlyas2018-19. File

Alongwith theBCCI and Indian
players,wewant to stage a series
that inspires the cricketworld,
whether or not there are people in
the stands.”

KEVINROBERTS, CRICKETAUSTRALIACEO

Attheaddressmentionedofa
marketingcompany,anITfirm
andatradingcompany-allof
whomreceivedpaymentsfrom
theDDCA–wereagheeshop,a
dispensaryandagarmentshop.

New Delhi
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