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First details of
immunisation
emerge: shots
in batches of
100 people; 30
minutes each

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

■100individualswillbeadmin-
istered the vaccine during each
sessionatavaccinationcentre.
■ The vaccinator will take at
least30minutestocompletethe
process of vaccinating each re-
cipient, to ensure tracking of a
possibleadverseevent.
■Bothgovernment andprivate
healthcarefacilitieswillberoped
in to conduct the first round of
immunisations for frontline
healthcareworkers.
Asvaccinesthatareexpected

to finally defeat the novel coro-
navirusthathassickened67mil-
lion people and killed over 1.5
millionaroundtheworldseems
increasinglyclose,thehigh-level
expertgroupworkingonthelo-
gistics of administering it to
Indianshas firmedupsomekey
decisions.
AfterSerumInstituteof India

sought emergency use authori-
sationforCovishield,aversionof
theOxford-AstraZenecavaccine
candidate that it ismanufactur-
ing under licence, Hyderabad-
based Bharat Biotech ap-
proached the regulator on
Monday seeking similar ap-
provalforCovaxin,thecountry's
indigenous Covid-19 vaccine
candidate.
“Bharat Biotech has applied

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

NEWPARLIAMENT

Noworkuntilpleasdecided, cango
aheadwithDec10foundation laying

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

EXPRESSING ITS concern at the
Government proceeding “ag-
gressively”withtheCentralVista
redevelopmentwhile petitions
against theproject arepending,
theSupremeCourtMondaygave
itsgo-aheadforthefoundation-
laying ceremony on December
10forthenewParliamentbuild-
ingonlyafteritwasassuredthat
no construction, demolition, or
translocationoftreeswillbecar-
ried out at the site till it decides
thevariouspleas.
“After interacting with the

SolicitorGeneral, andwhenthe
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

ADAYafteraunitedOpposition
extended support to the
December8BharatBandhcalled
byprotestingfarmergroups,the
ruling BJP onMonday hit out at
thepoliticalpartiesforopposing
thefarmreformlawsand,citing
their earlier support tomany of
theprovisions, accused themof
"shamefuldouble standards".
TheCongresshit back, saying

theBJP,bylaunchinga“senseless”
and “mindless” anti-Congress

tirade,wastryingtohidethe“sin”
ofattemptingtosnatchtheliveli-
hood of farmers andhanding it
overtoits“cronycapitalistfriends”.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

THE ARMY'S move to occupy
dominantheightsintheChushul
sub-sectorandbolsteritsposition
intheborderface-offwithChina
ineasternLadakhwastakenafter
apoliticalgo-aheadinMaytooc-
cupy “six to seven locations”
along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), a senior government offi-
cial toldTheIndianExpress.
Following these directions,

thetopofficialsaid,theArmyfor-
mulatedplans andoutmanoeu-

vred Chinese troops in August-
endtooccupytheheights,includ-
ingMukhpari,RezangLa,Rechin
LaandGurungHillamongothers,
and the south bank of Pangong
Tsointhesub-sector.
Thepolitical leadership“had

given instructions to the forces
in May itself, to identify six to
seven locations where we can
go”,theofficialsaid.Underlining
the significance of these posi-
tions, the official said several of
themarebeyondtheLAC.“Ithas
givenIndiasomethingtobargain
with,” theofficial said.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

THE SPECIAL Cell of the Delhi
Police onMonday arrested five
allegedterroristsandclaimedto
havebustedanarco-terrornexus

of Pakistan's Inter Service
Intelligence (ISI) and pro-
Khalistanmilitants.
DCP (Special Cell) Pramod

Singh Kushwah identified the
accused as Gurjit Singh and
Sukhdeep Singh from Punjab,
and Shabir Ahmad Gojree,

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

Army got political signal
to identify, occupy ‘6-7
locations’ on LAC in May

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,DECEMBER7

UTTAR PRADESH police have
recorded five cases so far in the
nine days since the state's anti-
conversion law,which imposes
stringent conditions on inter-
faithmarriages,cameintoforce.
But two of these cases, lodged
within 24 hours of each other,

present a sharp contrast — and
showhowpolice havewielded
thenewlawselectively.
In Bareilly Saturday, police

did not entertain the complaint
of a fatherthathisdaughterhad
marriedaHindumanaftercon-
version.Policesaidtheywentby
thewoman'stestimonythatshe
gotmarriedinSeptemberbefore
the lawcame into force.
But in Moradabad Sunday,

police arrested and jailed a
Muslim man under the anti-
conversion lawdespite hiswife
saying that they gotmarried in
July.Theman'sbrotherwasalso
arrestedand jailed.
In Bareilly, police said they

dropped thewomanbackather
husband's home. InMoradabad,
police said thewomanhasbeen
lodgedinastateprotectionhome.
On Saturday, Shahid Mian,

the fatherof 22-year-oldAlisha,
lodgedanFIRatPremNagarpo-
licestationinBareillystatingthat
his daughter had been kid-
nappedbythreepersons,includ-
ing the owner of a firmwhere
shehadworked.
Besides Siddharth Saxena

alias Aman (24), whomarried
Alisha, the FIR named his sister
Chanchal,whowashercolleague

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

THESUPREMECourtor-
dercomesata timewhen
thegovernment isaiming
tocomplete thenew
Parliamentbuildingby
August2022. For thegov-
ernment, theadvantages
of theproject aremany:
security, technologyand
thecost-benefit of
integratedoffices. Itwill
nowhave toput itsplans
onhold till thecourt
clears theway.
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ThemenwerearrestedfromEastDelhionMonday.PTI

Farmersat theSinghuborder inNewDelhionMonday.PraveenKhanna
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2fromPunjablinkedtoShauryaChakra
awardee’skilling;3fromKashmir:cops

Five held, ISI-Khalistan
nexus busted: Delhi Police

New Delhi
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Army got
political signal
to identify,
occupy ‘6-7
locations’ on
LAC in May

Onthecurrent stateof play,
the official said, India is await-
ing a response from China to a
memo it had sent for the ninth
roundofdiscussionsatthelevel
of the corps commander. The
eighthroundofdiscussionshad
takenplace onNovember 6.
According to the official,

China had previously shown
willingness to pull back its
troops fromFinger4toFinger8
on the north bank of Pangong
Tso, but that has now changed
because “it seems their top
leadershipdoesn’twant it”.
Atthesametime,theofficial

said,Chinahasdemandedsince
September that Indian troops
shouldmovebackfromheights
in the Chushul sub-sector and
thesouthbankof PangongTso,
where they overlook China’s
Moldo garrison and the
SpanggurGap.
“China wants us to go from

the south (bank)”, the official
said, adding, “we have told
China that the solution has to
be a package,” so that disen-
gagement from all friction
points is discussed together.
“Thereisnoquestion(of)vacat-
ing the south” bank positions
first, the official said.
The negotiations can take

time and the government is
willing towait, theofficial said.
“The government and the
forces are ready for the long
haul if a resolution cannot be
found,” the official said.
Referring to the issue in

DepsangPlains, theofficial said
itpredates thecurrentstandoff
by several years. In Depsang
Plains, which is close to the
strategic Daulat BegOldie post
near theKarakoramPass in the
north, Indiantroopsareunable
to access their traditional pa-
trolling points 10, 11, 11A, 12
and13.
In 2013, there was a stand-

off after Chinese troops occu-
pied an area known as the
Bottleneck, which is 18 km in-
side the LAC. The issuewas re-
solved after 21days.
The standoff in eastern

Ladakhisnowmorethanseven
monthsold,withnosignofdis-
engagement. Both the coun-
tries have positioned nearly
50,000 troops each in the re-
gion--alongwithtanksandair
defence assets -- amid the
harsh winter where the tem-
perature can drop to around
minus 40 degree Celsius in
someparts.

Five held,
ISI-Khalistan
nexus busted:
Delhi Police
Md. Ayub Pathan and Riyaz
Rather fromKashmir, and said
they were in theCapital to col-
lect funds and drugs as part of
their largerplantoallegedlyex-
ecute targeted killings in Delhi
and neighbouring states.
The twomen from Punjab,

police said, are alleged associ-
ates of gangster Sukhmeet Pal
Singh alias Sukh Bhikhariwal
andwere allegedly involved in
the killing of Balwinder Singh
Sandhu,a formerCPI(M)mem-
berwhohadbeenawardedthe
Shaurya Chakra for taking on
militants during Punjab's days
of insurgency in the 1990s.
Singhwas gunned down at his
Tarn Taran home by two
unidentifiedbikers onOctober
16.
Sources told The Indian

Express that intelligence agen-
cieshavetracedBhikhariwal to
Dubai andare likely to seekhis
extradition inthecomingdays.
While claiming a nexus be-

tween the ISI and Khalistani
groups, police said Gurjit and
Sukhdeepwereallegedlywork-
ing on the directions of
Bhikhariwal, who in turn
workedat thebehest of the ISI.
An official claimed the two

had allegedly killed Sandhuon
Bhikhariwal's directions. “The
duo had taken Rs 1.6 lakh to
eliminate Sandhu and also
planned to kill Shiv Sena lead-
ers in Punjab. Bhikhariwalwas
also involved in the Nabha jail
breakcase,”theofficialclaimed.
Police said a team led by

Inspectors Sunil Rajain and
Ravinder Joshiof theNewDelhi
Range had received informa-
tionthattheISIwasplanningto
execute targeted killings in
Delhi and neighbouring states,
for which they had activated
their K2 (Kashmir-Khalistan)
desk.
The three men from

Kashmir, police claimed, had
come to Delhi on the instruc-
tion of the ISI to provide funds
obtained from drug trafficking
to the Punjab-based sharp-
shooters.
“Around 6.45 am, two cars

were spotted in East Delhi’s
Shakarpurandtheytriedtoes-
cape after firing at the police
team.We also fired in self-de-
fenceandtheywerearrested.A
total of 13 rounds were fired
from both sides,” said DCP
Kushwah.
He said the ISI, along with

Pakistan-basedKhalistan radi-
cals Harmeet Singh (former
chief of Khalistan Liberation
Force)andLakhbirSingh(chief
of Khalistan Zindabad Force),
wereusingBhikhariwaltocarry
out target killings in Punjab in
an attempt to revivemilitancy
there.

In UP, ‘love
jihad’ has two
faces: man jailed
in one case,
woman gets
police escort in
other
at a private firm, and the firm's
owner Manoj Kumar Saxena.
All three accused are Bareilly
residents.
IntheFIR, thefatherclaimed

thatonDecember1,hisdaugh-
ter left home “to collect pend-
ing dues from her office” and
did not return. Finding her
phone switched off,Mian said,
he went to the office and met
Saxenawhodidnotprovideany
information.
Mian claimed that Aman

used to pressure his daughter
for marriage, which led to her
stopgoing towork.Heaccused
Manoj Kumar and Anchal of
putting pressure on Alisha to
marryAman.
Station House Officer

Avaneesh Kumar told The
Indian Express that after the
casewasfiled,Alishavisitedthe
station and said that shewas a
major,deniedthechargeofkid-
napping and confirmed that
shehadgonewithAmanonher
own.
“The girl told us that she

marriedAmanatanAryaSamaj
temple on September 29 and
that they hid this information
fromherfamily.Thegirlhadthe
marriagedocumentswithher,”
saidKumar.
Police got Alisha's medical

examination done, and got her
identified by her family. On
Monday,theygotherstatement
recordedbeforeamagistrate in
which she reiteratedwhat she
toldpolice.
Police said they did not in-

voke the new law because the

girl's father did notmention in
hiscomplaint thathisdaughter
wasbeingconverted.However,
Mian told The Indian Express:
“The marriage could not be
donewithoutconversion. Ihad
askedpolice to invoke thenew
law and look into the circum-
stances of the marriage. They
werenot ready to listen.”
Askedwhythenewlawwas

not invoked, CircleOfficer, City
(Bareilly), Dileep Singh, said:
“The marriage took place in
Septemberwhentheanti-con-
version law was not in place.
Besides, the girl showed proof
that she got married in
September.” When contacted,
ASP Bareilly (City), Ravindra
Kumar, said: “Thegirlhasgiven
a statement in court in favour
of the youth.”
InMoradabad,however,po-

lice took adifferent course.
On Sunday, Rashid Ali (22)

was arrested in the Kanth area
while he was going with Pinki

(22) toget theirmarriageregis-
tered. Rashid’s brother Saleem
Ali (25), whowas accompany-
ing them,was also arrested.
Pinki's family, based in

Bijnor, alleged in a police com-
plaint that she was being
“forcibly converted” by Rashid
throughmarriage.
But speaking to reporters,

Pinki said: “I got married to
Rashid on July 24. I have been
living here in Kanth in
Moradabad since then. I aman
adultandgotmarriedtoRashid
as permywishes.”
Circle Officer (Kanth)

Balram said: “The woman’s
motherhasallegedthatRashid
deceitfully temptedherdaugh-
terPinki tomarryhimandwas
gettingher converted.”
In her complaint, Pinki's

mother Bala Devi said: “To
marry my daughter, Rashid
brought her to Kanth and we
followed them here. Then we
got to know that the youth is

Muslim.Hehidhis identity...he
was going tomarrymydaugh-
terandshewasmadetoweara
burqa.”
AskedMonday if policehad

verifiedthewoman'sclaimthat
shemarried Rashid in July, the
CircleOfficersaid: “Thiswillbe
checked during investigation.
Thegirlhasso farnotproduced
any documents of the mar-
riage.” Her statement before a
magistrate isyettoberecorded.
Rasheed and Saleem have

beenremanded in judicial cus-
tody for 14 days. When con-
tacted, ADGP (Bareilly zone),
Avinash Chandra, said: “I have
to check under which circum-
stances thearrestwasmadeby
Moradabadpolice.”
The Uttar Pradesh

Prohibition of Unlawful
Conversion of Religion
Ordinance, 2020, promulgated
on November 28, seeks to end
conversion through unlawful
means. It prohibits conversion

for marriage, even if it is with
the consent of the individual
except when prior sanction is
obtained from the state. The
lawprovidesforpunishmentof
upto10years in jail.

First details of
immunisation
emerge: shots in
batches of 100
people; 30
minutes each
for the restricted emergency
use. The subject expert com-
mitteewill look at all the three
vaccine candidate (Pfizer,
Serum and Bharat Biotech), on
the basis of which a final deci-
sion will be taken by the Drug
Controller General of India
(DCGI),” senior government

source said.
TheAmericanpharmagiant

Pfizer was the first to seek
emergency use authorisation
on Saturday for its mRNA can-
didate.
Overthecourseofnextyear

andbeyond, Indiawillcarryout
the largest vaccinationdrive in
its history.
The national expert com-

mitteeonCovid-19vaccinead-
ministration drew up its final
blueprint on logistics after “97
per cent of government facili-
ties and 70 per cent of private
facilities” submitted data on
frontline healthcare workers,
the first priority group to be
vaccinated.
The IndianExpresshadear-

lier reported that as per data
submitted by states to the ex-
pert committee, 1 crore front-
line healthcare workers are
likely toreceivethefirstdoseof
the vaccine early next year.
Top government sources

toldTheIndianExpressthatthe
guidelinesonadministrationof
the vaccine are based on the
crucial question of the likeli-
hoodof anadverseeventbeing
reported after each dose.
“Therefore, in the guidelines,
wehavefinalisedthattherewill
bethreeseparateroomsineach
vaccination centre,” a source
said.
“In the first room, thebene-

ficiary will have to wait; the
second room is where the ac-
tualvaccineadministrationwill
takeplace;andfinally, theywill
be directed to the observation
room, where they will have to
sit for 30 minutes because
some of the adverse reactions
occur during this period,” the
source added.
Sourcessaid thatsinceeach

vaccinationwill takeat least30
minutes, only100shotswill be
administered in each session.
“The CoWin IT system allows
vaccination sessions to be cre-
ated,andvaccinationsitestobe
fixed. Once that is done, each
vaccination session will be for
100vaccinations.After30min-
utes, thevaccinatorswill report
theadverseevent, if any,onthe
digital platform,” sources said.
Dataonfrontlinehealthcare

workers collectedby states are
currently in the process of be-
ing uploaded on the CoWin
platform for verification and
certification, the the sources
said.
“States have collected data

onhealthcareworkersonExcel
sheets. This data is now being
uploaded... There are different
levels; one where data are be-
inguploaded,verified,andcer-
tified at the level of the state;
once certified, the data are
available with the Centre, and
any changes thereafterwill re-
quire the state to seek specific
permission,” sources said.
Data on 2.39 lakh vaccina-

tors, many of whom are
Auxiliary Nurse Midwives
(ANMs), are also being up-
loadedbythestatesonthedig-
ital platform, the sources said.
Having decided that recipi-

entsof thevaccinewillbemon-
itored for at least 30 minutes,
the expert group has asked
states to expand the reporting
networkofAEFI (AdverseEvent
Following Immunisation) sur-
veillance.
District Immunisation

Officershavebeenaskedtopre-
pare lists of government and
private hospitals, and to “con-
tact” theheadof the institution
to identify a nodal officer for
AEFI reporting.
This nodal officer is ex-

pected to conduct a one-hour
sensitisationmeetingwithdoc-
tors, and train themon record-
ing vaccination histories in
OPDs,casualtyandin-inpatient
admissions. Medical officers
will record“minor, serious,and
severe” adverse events in an
“AEFI register”, which will be
reviewed by the nodal officer
weekly.
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SC cautions, Govt presses pause

Ahead of Bharat bandh today, war
of words between BJP, Congress

concern of the Court was ex-
pressed, on instructions, the
Solicitor General stated that
therewill be no construction
activity of any nature on the
concerned site(s) nor demoli-
tion of any structure will be
done, including the further
trans-locationoftree(s)willbe
keptinabeyance,untilthepro-
nouncementofjudgmentinall
thesecases,”aBenchofJustices
A M Khanwilkar, Dinesh
Maheswari and Sanjeev
Khannasaid.
“In view of the above, we

clarify that the authorities
wouldbefreetocontinuewith
procedural processeswithout
alteringthestatusof thesite(s)
in question in anymanner, in-
cluding to continuewith the
scheduledprogrammeoffoun-
dation stone-laying on 10th
December, 2020,” the Bench
said.
OnNovember 5, the court

had reserved its orderonpeti-
tionsagainsttheproject,which
also includes a Common
CentralSecretariataspartofan
integrated complex. On
December 5, Lok Sabha
SpeakerOmBirlahadunveiled
the artistic design of the
Parliament structure and an-
nounced that the aimwas to

complete construction by
2022, in time for the 75th an-
niversaryof Independence.
The Bench did not refer to

the announcement but said it
hadlistedthemattersuomotu.
Whileclarifyingthat ithadnot
grantedanystay,theBenchtold
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta: “The fact that there is
nostaydoesnotmeanyoucan
goaheadwitheverything.”
“Wethoughtwearedealing

withaprudentlitigantandthat
deferencewill be shown.We
never thought you will go
aheadsoaggressivelywithcon-
struction.Wedon'tmindifyou
do paperwork, or lay founda-
tion stonebutnoconstruction
should be done,” Justice
Khanwilkarsaid.
WhenMehtasoughtaday’s

time to respond, the Bench
askedhimto take instructions
in fiveminutes.Followingthis,
Mehta assured that therewill
benoconstruction,demolition
or felling of trees till the court
decides the pending pleas. He
submitted that only the foun-
dation-laying will be con-
ducted.
Thependingpetitionshave

challenged the notification on
December 21, 2019, by Delhi
DevelopmentAuthority(DDA)

regarding changes in land use
for theredevelopment.
Defending the project, the

Centre had told the court that
the existing Parliament build-
inghadmanydeficiencies,such
as inadequacy of space, struc-
turalweaknesses and security
issues. It said the Central Vista
projectwill savethepublicex-
chequerRs1,000crorethatthe
Governmentcurrentlypaysas
rentformanyof itsoffices.The
Central Public Works
Department (CPWD)hadsub-
mitted that the current
strength of the Lok Sabha has
remained at 545 on delimita-
tioncarriedouton thebasisof
the 1971 Census and that it is
likely to increase substantially
after2026whenthecapends.
The new Lok Sabha

Chamber,itsaid,willbeableto
accommodate 876members
and 1,224 members during
joint sessionswhile the Rajya
SabhaChamberwill beable to
accommodate400members.
Ontheneedfor theCentral

Vista, it said the present
Parliamentbuilding“isalmost
100 years old and a Heritage
Grade-I building.” “Therefore,
it is showing signs of distress
due to over-utilisation and is
notabletomeetthecurrentre-

quirements in terms of space,
amenitiesandtechnology.The
buildingstructurealsodoesnot
satisfy the upgraded earth-
quake Zone IV provisions re-
gardingsafety,” ithadsaid.
TheCPWDsaid theCentral

Secretariat is currently spread
over17buildingsandthereare
39 ministries located in the
Central Vista in various build-
ings. The different locations of
thecentralgovernmentoffices
“result indifficulty in inter-de-
partmentalcoordination,inef-
ficiency,lingertraveltimecaus-
ing traffic congestion and
pollution”.TheCPWDalsosaid
that thecentral government is
facing a shortfall of about 0.38
million square metre and is
paying around Rs 1000 crime
annually “in rentals for hired
spaces”. In the new project,
there will be a Common
Central Secretariat with 51
ministries in 10 buildings. An
underground shuttle of ap-
proximately3kmlengthisalso
proposedtobeconstructed“to
connect and integrate all the
buildings of CommonCentral
Secretariat”. It will be con-
nected to the Delhi Metro
Transit system at Udyog
BhavanandCentralSecretariat
stations.

TheBJPfieldedseniorparty
leaderandUnionministerRavi
Shankar Prasad to take on the
Opposition. He alleged that a
sectionof farmershadfallenin
the grip of a few people with
"vested interests", while as-
serting that the government
wasworking to address their
misgivingsabout the reforms.
Prasad said the BJP's rival

parties have jumped into the
protestinabidtosavetheirex-
istence after being repeatedly
rejectedbypeople indifferent
elections across the country.
Theminister pointed out that
many of the parties that have
declared their support to the
farmers'protesthadsuggested
similar reforms in theirmani-
festos in the past. He read out
fromtheCongress'smanifesto
forthe2019generalelectionto
note that it had promised to
"repeal"theAPMCActandalso
said that Rahul Gandhi had
askedCongress-ruledstatesin
2013totakemeasurestoallow
farmers to sell their produce
directly.
Prasad said NCP leader

Sharad Pawar, whowas agri-
culture minister in the UPA

government, had asked states
to amend the APMC Act and
had even warned them that
the Centrewould not provide
financial assistance in the ab-
senceof the three reforms.
He, however, praised the

protesting farmer unions for
not associating their stir with
politicalparties.
Earlier, Prime Minister

NarendraModi, inaugurating
the AgraMetro virtually from
Delhi,saidreformsareneeded
for development. “We cannot
build the next century with
laws of the previous century.
Some laws that used to be
good in the past century have
become a burden now.
Reforms should be a continu-
ous process,” he saidwithout
makinganydirectreferenceto
the new laws or the farmer
protests.
Reacting to Prasad's re-

marks, Congress’s communi-
cation department in-charge
Randeep Surjewala, while in-
sistingona repealof the three
laws, said, “It was the Modi
government that brought the
three black laws through a
midnightordinance.Itwasthe

BJP government that forcibly
passedthethreeblacklawsby
a voice vote denigrating
Parliament procedures and
practice. The Modi govern-
mentisactingasasubservient
and subjugated servant of a
handfulof crony industrialists
tohandover the25 lakh crore
agricultureproducttradetoits
friends. And it is an irony that
it is blaming the Congress for
it.”
Asked about Prasad’s spe-

cificcharges,hesaid,“TheUPA
and Congress gavemaximum
MSPtofarmersandupheldthe
APMC systemas also theMSP
system.Sowhataretheobnox-
iouscommentsthatheismak-
ing?Whatheissayingneither
makes any sense nor has any
reasonbehindit.TheCongress
manifesto clearly states that
APMC will be renamed as
farmermarketsandmultiplied
in thousands.”
Tweeting in support of the

protesters, former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi said,
“The ‘Adani-Ambani Farm
Laws’ have to be revoked.
Nothing less is acceptable.” In
another tweet, he said the

Congress would support the
Bharatbandh fully.
“Atrocitiesandinjusticeon

theannadatascannotbetoler-
ated,”headded.
Oppositionparties, includ-

ingmany regional outfits, on
Sunday came out in strong
support of the 'Bharat Bandh'
on December 8 called by
farmerunionswhohavebeen
protesting at Delhi's borders
for11daysdemanding the re-
peal of the Centre's new agri-
marketing laws.
Congress president Sonia

Gandhi, NCP's Pawar, CPI(M)
general secretary Sitaram
Yechury,DMKchiefMKStalin
and PAGD chairman Farooq
Abdullah, amongothers, have
issueda joint statementback-
ing the proposed day-long
strike and pressed the Centre
to meet the legitimate de-
mandsof theprotesters.
The All India Kisan

Sangharsh Coordination
Committee said 24 political
partieshaveextendedsupport
to the bandh call given by the
farmergroups.
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Why2vaccinemakers
areseekingemergency
authorisation
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

In today’sepisode,we’re lookingatwhy
twopharmaceutical firmsareseeking
emergencyauthorisationfor theirvaccine
candidates
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NCRB report on
prison data to
include category
for transgender
persons, HC told

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

THECENTREonMondaytoldthe
Delhi High Court itwill include
transgenderpersonsasaseparate
gender in the National Crime
RecordsBureau (NCRB)’s annual
reportonprisonstatistics.Acom-
munication in this regard has
beensenttoallstatesandUTs,the
courtwastold.
Thesubmissionwasmadebe-

fore the division bench of Chief
Justice D N Patel and Justice
PrateekJalanduringitshearingin
aPIL seekingadirection toNCRB
for recognitionandclassification
oftransgenderpersonsasasepa-
rate third gender in their annual
publication of ‘Prison Statistics,
India’. OnDecember1, the court
hadaskedtheCentreandNCRBto
apprise it about anydecision re-
gardingthepetition.
Additional Solicitor General

Chetan Sharma on Monday
placedon record a letterwritten
to states and UTs, according to
which, “NCRB intends to include
transgender in thegenderclassi-
fication of prisoners from PSI-
2020onwards.Accordingly,gen-
derclassificationof theprisoners
willbeclassifiedasMale,Female
and Transgender in the PSI pro-
formaandAnnexures”.

Rampur district
admn renames
three gates, park
Lucknow:TheRampurdistrictad-
ministration has renamed the
threegates in the city andapark
thatwerebuilt by formerminis-
ter andMPMohammad Azam
KhanduringtheSamajwadiParty
(SP)government.
WhileMumtazPark—named

afterAzamKhan’sfatherMumtaz
Khan —has been renamed to
MaulanaAbulKalamAzadPark,
the Bab-e-Hayat Gate, which
translatesas‘GatetoHeaven’,has
been renamed after Sahibzada
ColonelYunusAliKhan.
Bab-e-Nijat(GateToExit)will

nowbe called afterMajorAbdul
Rafe Khan and Bab-e-IlmGate
(GateToKnowledge),willnowbe
called asMaulana ImtiyazKhan
ArshiGate.Thenewnameswere
unveiled by Union Minister
MukhtarAbbasNaqviinthepres-
ence of state minister Baldev
SinghAulakhandRampurDistrict
Magistrate Aunjaneya Kumar
SinghinRampuronMonday.ENS

MAHARASHTRA

Pune: The state forest depart-
menthasissuedanordertocap-
tureorkilla“maneater”leopard,
which is believed to have killed
asmanyassevenpersonsandin-
jured four others in Beed,
Aurangabad and Solapur forest
divisionsbetweenNovember15
andDecember5,2020.
According to the forest de-

partment, the suspected
“maneater” leopardhascreated
havoc in various villages under
the Beed and Solapur forest di-
visions,includingplacesinBeed,
Ahmednagar, Solapur and
Aurangabaddistricts.
Nitin Kakodkar, Principal

Chief Conservator of Forest
(Wildlife), issued the order on
December 6. The order will be
effective till January31,2021.
Kakodkar’s ordermentions

that priority should be given to
capture the leopardalive. ENS

Forest dept issues
order to capture
or kill ‘maneater’

New Delhi
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THE CAPITALMonday recorded
1,674freshCovid-19cases —the
lowest single-day spike since
August31.Thefatalityrate,based
ondatafromthelast10days,rose
to2.14%afterthecityrecorded63
deathsinthelast24hours.While
total casesstandat5,93,924, the
deathtoll isat9,706.
Thepositivity rateslippedto

3.15%Mondaywith authorities
testing53,207people in the last
24 hours. The positivity rate on
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and
Sundaywas 4.96%, 4.78%, 4.2%
and3.68%respectively.
HealthMinister Satyendar

Jain said this is the lowest posi-
tivity rate in six months and
urgedcitizens tokeeppracticing
Covid-19 precautions. “In a
month, positivity declined to
3.15% today from 15.26% on

November7.Duringthesamepe-
riod,RT-PCRpositivityreducedto
6.68% from30.20%. Lowestposi-
tivity in last 6months. Steadily,
coronacasesandpositivitycom-
ing down. Hope this will con-
tinue. Please observe all precau-
tions,”hetweeted.
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RUNWAYSHUTAT IGIAFORAFEWHOURS
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THE CAPITALwoke up to dense
fog — first of the season — on
Mondaymorning,with areas in
and around the Indira Gandhi
InternationalAirportseeinglow
visibility. According to officials,
one of the three runwayswere
closedfortwo-and-a-halfhours.
Whilenoflightswerecancelled,
onewasdivertedandaround50
flightsweredelayed.
“Since one runwaywas shut

from7amto9.30am,andflights
werewaiting insequence, there
were slightdelays,” said anoffi-
cial of the Delhi International
Airport Limited (DIAL).
Theofficial said landingwas

not disrupted as it is possible to
land evenwhen visibility is as
low as 50 m, as the runways
are equipped with CAT IIIB
InstrumentLandingSystems.An
Instrument Landing System fa-
cilitates flight landing even in
low visibility conditions, with
thehelpof radiosignals.
Kuldeep Srivastava, head of

Delhi’sregionalweatherforecast-
ing centre, said therewas dense
fog— the season’s first— in and
aroundtheairport from4.30am
to8.30am.“PartsoftheDelhiair-
portwitnessedvisibilitydropping
to0metres. Thiswasdue to low
windspeed,excessmoisture,and
lackofcloudcover.Ithappensof-
teninwintermonths,”hesaid.
Heexplainedthatvisibilityis

rarelyuniformovera largearea,

hence,onlyoneofthethreerun-
waysattheairportwasaffected.
Srivastavasaidthecitywillsee

dense fog for the next one-two
days, followingwhich itwill be
moderate,addingthattheairport
is likely to seedense fogbecause
theareahasclear skies: “Theair-
portcanexpectdensefogstarting
fromthe firstweekofDecember
to the lastweekof January,espe-
ciallyinthemorning.”
According to the IMD, very

densefogiswhenvisibilityisbe-
tween 0 and 50metres, 51 and
200isdense,201and500mod-
erate,and501and1,000shallow.
Delhi’s minimum temperature
settledat12degreesCelsius.The
mercury is likely to dip with
wind direction changing to
westerly-northwesterly.

This is the firstdense fogof theseason. PraveenKhanna

Citywakes up to dense
fog, 50 flights delayed

Thepositivityrateslipped
to3.15%Monday.AmitMehra

1,674 cases, lowest
1-day spike since Aug

Auto driver
arrested for
raping teen
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

A23-YEAR-OLDautodriverwas
arrestedfromEasternrangeforal-
legedly kidnapping and raping a
minorgirl androbbingherpurse
and phone. The incident took
placeSundaynightwhenthegirl
wasreturninghomefromNoida.
JCP (Eastern range) AlokKumar
confirmedtheincidentandarrest.
Police identified the accused

asDushyantKumar,aresidentof
Khora colony. Hewas earlier ar-
restedinacaseoftheftinUP.“The
17-year-old victim approached
police onDecember 5. She said
shewasreturninghomefromher
workplace in Noida and had
boarded a shared auto at 10pm.
Twomore passengerswere sit-
tinginside,whogotoffafewmin-
utes later,”saidaseniorofficer.
The victimalleged thedriver

firstwenttoanearbyCNGstation
and then tookher to an isolated
place.“Shetriedtoscream,buthe
held her down and threatened
her.He also physically assaulted
her and fled,” the officer said.
Policesaidthegirlmanagedtoget
home.Her uncle tookher to the
policestation,whereanFIRofrob-
bery, assault, kidnapping and
POCSOActwas filed. “Shewas
takentoahospital.Medicalexam
confirmedrape,”theofficersaid.
The girlwas counselled and

told police about the location of
theCNGstation. “Police scanned
footagefromaCCTVatthestation,
followingwhichhewasarrested,”
anofficer said.Hewasproduced
beforeaDelhicourtMondayand
sentto14-dayjudicialcustody.

Central Vista: CPWD
to seek fresh approvals
ANANYATIWARI
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

CPWDwillhavetoseekfreshap-
proval of the Expert Appraisal
Committee (EAC) to include the
PrimeMinister’sOffice and res-
idence, Vice-President Enclave
andSpecial ProtectionGroup in
the redevelopment under the
CentralVistaproject afterbeing
askedto“refrainfrompiecemeal
approach for the proposed de-
velopmentandredevelopment”.
On February 12, CPWD ap-

plied to EAC for environmental

clearance for proposed expan-
sion and renovation of existing
Parliamentbuilding,whichwas
cleared on June 17by the union
environment ministry. On
November 25, the EAC (Infra 2)
returned the proposal submit-
ted by CPWD which sought
amendment to the Terms of
Reference issued onNovember
10fordevelopmentandredevel-
opmentof theCommonCentral
SecretariatBuildingsandCentral
ConferenceCentre.EACdirected
CPWD to “refrain from piece-
mealapproachforproposedde-
velopmentandredevelopment”.

Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 18,813 12,896
VENTILATORS 1,527 484

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Dec6 2,706 4,622 69 73,536
Dec7 1,674 3,818 63 53,207
Total 22,486* 5,61,732 9,706 67,93,919

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL *T

ot
al
ac
tiv
e
ca
se
s

TOTAL CASES
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Need Haryana, UP help
to clean Yamuna: Chadha
New Delhi: DJB chairperson
Raghav Chadha said UP and
Haryanashouldfixissuesintheir
jurisdiction to stop foam from
forming in theYamuna. Chadha
said the reason for foamingwas
the overgrowth of water hy-
acinthsattheOkhlaBarrage(un-
dertheUPirrigationdepartment).
“Whenhyacinthsdecompose,

theyreleasesurfactantslikephos-
phates...When thiswater, filled
withhugeamountsofsurfactants
like phosphates, falls in Kalindi

Kunj fromaheight, it produces
foam,which gradually accumu-
latesand floatsonthewater sur-
face. This foam is difficult to re-
move,” Chadha said. Officials at
UP Irrigation department could
notbereachedforcomment.
Chadha also said untreated

water from Haryana reaches
Delhi via theNajafgarh drain. “...
this isnotDelhi’sproblemalone,
andwewill need cooperation
fromUPandHaryanatokeepthe
Yamunaclean,”hesaid.ENS

New Delhi



ABHINAVRAJPUT
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NONEWprojects for2021-22, a
proposaltoincreasepropertytax
tomakeupfor revenueshortfall
— the effect of the pandemic is
visible in the SouthMCD’s pro-
posedbudget,whichhasdecided
to focusmostlyonoldprojects.
Inlastyear’sbudget,ithadan-

nounced 10 new automated
multi-levelcarparking indiffer-
entareas.Thisyear,thecivicbody
saidithasmadeoneoftheseop-
erational at Green Park, while
construction of similar facilities

at Adchini Village and Lajpat
NagarCentralMarket ison.
Among the other projects

carriedforwardfromlastyearin-
clude dog collars for sterilised
dogs, an engineered landfill site
at Okhla, and proposals to in-
crease the per day capacity of
construction and demolition
wastemanagement to be com-
missioned at Bakkarwala plant
from500tonnesto1,000tonnes.
Settingupanother construction
and demolitionwastemanage-
mentplant atMaidanGarhi has
alsobeenrepeatedinthisbudget.
Owing to the financial crisis,

SouthMCDhasalsoproposedto

increasepropertytax–from12%
to 14% colonies in A and B cate-
gories; 11% to 12% in C, D and E
categories;7%to12%increase in
F, G and H category colonies.
However, officials said, the civic
bodywillneedpermissionfrom
its political wing to implement
this.Aseniorofficialsaiditwould
be difficult this year, withMCD
pollsnearing.
Thecorporationhasalsopro-

poseddoor-to-doorcollectionof
property tax in its next budget.
Under this, sahayaks will visit
residences and help people fill
formsandpaythetaxonline,said
aseniorofficial.
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DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and his cabinetmem-
bersvisitedtheSinghuborderto
meetprotestingfarmersandap-
pealed to people to join
Tuesday’sBharatbandh.
TheAAP,likeseveralotherop-

position parties, has supported
thefarmers’ call for thebandh.
“AAPissupportingthefarm-

ers’call forBharatbandhtomor-
row. All our volunteers from
across the countrywill partici-
pate. Iappealtothepeoplefrom
across the nation to participate
inthebandhpeacefully,”hesaid.
Party members will hold a
demonstration at ITO at 11 am
onTuesday.
Afterhesurveyedthesanita-

tionandwateravailabilityatthe
site, Kejriwal said he had not
comeasaCM,butasewadar.
AAPMLAshavebeenvisiting

theprotest site for severaldays.
Deputy Chief Minister

ManishSisodia, healthminister
Satyendar Jain, social justice
minister Rajendra Pal Gautam
andfoodandcivil suppliesmin-
isterImranHussainalsoaccom-
panied theCM.
“I have seen that the toilets

havebeen setupand sanitation
hasalsobeenensured.Thewater
will be diverted insidewith the
helpofwaterpipesandmotors.
I have seen the living and food
arrangements,”Kejriwal said.
TheAamAadmiParty,which

is the principal opposition in

Punjab,hasexpressedopensup-
port forthefarmers’agitation. It
has also attacked Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh for
“failing to raise a voice” against
thebills at anappropriate time.
Farmer bodies at the border

have not allowed politicians to
take the stage and deliver
speeches, with a committee of
volunteersdecidingwhogetsto
speakandforhowlong.Kejriwal,
too,didnotdelivera speech.
“I am not present here as a

ChiefMinister, I have comehere
asasewadar, Ihavecomehereto
serve the farmers. The farmers
put inall theirhardworkandef-
forts and grow food for us. They
areinahugeproblemtoday,and
itistheresponsibilityofallthecit-
izensofthecountrytostandwith
the farmers andwork for their
service,”hetoldreporters later.
Hereiteratedthathewasun-

der immense pressure to allow
nine stadiums in the national
capital to be used as temporary
jails for protesting farmers, but
herefused.
Meanwhile, Delhi

AgricultureMinister Gopal Rai
met the Central government's
agricultureminister alongwith
the ministers of Punjab and
Haryana to discuss how to in-
crease incomeof farmers.
"The central government

should implement the recom-
mendations of the
Swaminathan Commission on
the minimum support price
(MSP)… The Centre must also
listentothedemandsofprotest-
ing farmers,”Rai said.

CMandSisodiaat theSinghuborderMonday.PraveenKhanna

In proposed South MCD budget, no new
projects, plan to increase property tax

AAP backs bandh,
CM visits border:
Here to do sewa

ASHNABUTANI
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER7

AFTER SITTING on protest for
overaweek, lackof cleanwash-
roomsandbathingspacesatthe
Ghazipur protest site has forced
manywomen protesters from
UttarPradesh’sShahjahanpurto
headbackhome.
Dalchand Pradhan (62), a

farmer fromBijnor, said, “Sadly,
thewomen had to pack up and
leave as they were unable to
bathe out in the open; there are
nofacilitieshere.Themenman-
aged somehow,but itwasmore
difficult for them.”
When The Indian Express

spoketothegroupof10women
last week, they said theywere
facing problems due to lack of
toiletsandwereconsideringgo-
ing back.While the Ghaziabad
NagarNigamhadsetupportable
washroomsonboth sidesof the
road,theysaiditwasmostlyused
bymenandnotcleanedafteruse.
“Wewentoutintheopenafter

dark andearlymorning…Some
ofuswere fallingsickduetothis.
Our sareesweredirty,we could-

n’tshowerfordays,”saidRamlethi
Verma (62),whowas represent-
ingherfamilyattheprotestswhile
her husband and children took
careofworkathome.
The women said it was ex-

ceptionally difficult when they
weremenstruating as they use
cloth,whichtheycouldnotwash
afteruse.
For55-year-oldRupaDevi,at-

tending to her one-year-old son
Brijesh was no easy task. She
said: “I have four children, the
older ones are at home, but I
couldnotleavemysonbehindas
Istillneedtofeedhim.Hehadto
defecate in theopen…Iwill not
complainasIchosetoattendthe
protests,but it isnoteasy.”
Another group of seven

women from Amroha in Uttar
Pradesh,whoalsolefttheprotest
siteearlier,hadsaidtheywalked
to a petrol pump half an hour
awaytousethewashroom.
SanjeevYadav (26), a farmer

fromMoradabad, said, “When I
leftmy village lastweek, 15-20
womenwanted to come along.
But we advised them not to as
therearenopropersanitationfa-
cilitieshere.”

ThewomenfromShahjahanpurwhohave left theprotest

No place to bathe,
no clean bathrooms,
some women leave
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A53-YEAR-OLDmanwaskilled
when an Audi Q7 allegedly
rammedintoatwo-wheelerhe
was riding in New Delhi's
Janpath Road area late Sunday
night. Additional DCP (New
Delhi) Deepak Yadav said, "A
PCR call was received at 10.30
pmabout an accident."
Police identified the de-

ceased as Vinod Kumar, a resi-
dent of Yusuf Sarai. A case un-
dersectionsof rashdrivingand
causingdeathbynegligencehas
beenregistered,andpolicehave

arrested CA aspirant Ankit
Gupta(30), a residentofVasant
Vihar.
Yadav said, "Kumar was

rushed to RML hospital by
Gupta, where he was declared
deadonarrival."Aseniorpolice
officer said that Kumar, who is
unemployed, was returning
home from the hospital where
his wife is undergoing treat-
ment for cancer.
Police said that the accused

was driving back home from a
friend's house when the inci-
dent tookplace.A seniorpolice
officersaidtheyarelookinginto
claims that the accused may
havebeen speeding.

NewDelhi: The threemay-
ors of the BJP-ruledMCDs
Monday stagedadharnaat
Chief Minister’s residence
demanding release of out-
standing dues, amounting
to over Rs 13,000 crore, to
thecivicbodies.NorthMCD
Mayor Jai Prakash said the
Delhigovernmentisplaying
politicskeepinginmindthe
upcomingelections.ENS

3 mayors hold
sit-in protest

53-yr-old dies as car
rams two-wheeler

SUKRITABARUAH
KURUKSHETRA,DECEMBER7

MORE THAN 150 km from the
Delhi-HaryanaborderatSinghu
wherethousandsof farmersare
protesting, a gurdwara and vol-
unteers from across villages in
Kurukshetraareworking round
theclock tosustain them.
At Padlu village in

Kurukshetra's Shahabad block,
for instance, farmershavea "re-
laysystem"—withbatchesof50
farmers going to the capital at a
time.Theystayattheprotestsite
for three days and return to the
villageforthenextbatchof50to
take over. Dakala village,with a
smaller population of around
1,000, sends25-30ata time.
“Theaimisthattherealways

beenoughpeopletosustainthe
pressurewhile everyone is also
able to carry out their responsi-
bilities in their farms and
homes,” said Kulwinder Singh
fromDakala.
Those not at Delhi's borders

at a given time contributewith
theirmaterialresources.“Ourlo-
cal gurdwara announces on a
loudspeaker that suchandsuch
thing is currently required and
wegoandgive according toour
means there. Once everyone's
contributioniscollected,avehi-
cle carries it all to the dera kar
sewa in Shahabad. We have
given food supplies, fresh blan-
kets, toothbrushes, medicines,
hand sanitisers and odomos,”
saidGurdeep Singh fromPadlu,
who said his last contribution
was40kgof attaonSaturday.
Every morning, a vehicle

leaves the Shahabad branch of
DeraBabaJagtarSinghtopickup

around 20-25 women volun-
teersfromthevillagesaccording
totheday'sroster.Thesewomen
work from 8 am to 5-6 pm to
prepare food and organise the
rationarrivingfromthevillages.
OnMonday,itwasturnforthe

womenof Salpanivillage toper-
formwhat they refer to as sewa.
“Wedothecleaninghere,cutthe
vegetables,preparethefood,and
organise rawmaterial.Wecome
whenit'sourturnsinceweareall
partof themovement.Myfather
was also at Singhu border for a
weekandhasreturnednow,”said
19-year-oldMehekpreet Kaur, a
B.Scfinal-yearstudent.
While another group of

womenwill arrive to continue
preparations through thenight,
womenfromtheirneighbouring
villageAjranawill take over the
nextday.
Every day, multiple trucks

leave the rasoi. Baba Gurmeet
Singh, spiritual head and in-
charge of the branch, said he is
unable to keep count of the
quantityofsupplieswhichleave

thegurdwaraeachday.
“We don’t have an estimate

as we don’t know how many
peopleweareservingatthebor-
ders; the numbers grow every
dayandmanypeopleotherthan
farmerscometothesitesaswell.
5,000,10,000,20,000?Wedon’t
know,andwesendourtrucksto
Singhu, Tikri andGhazipur bor-
ders... Inthebeginning,wewere
sendingoutmanymoretrucksof
cooked food,butsince it’s a long
journeywe also put up cooking
set-upsandsentvolunteersthere
andarenowfocusingonsending
raw material for cooking and
otheressentials,”hesaid.
Three trucks of cooked food

head towards the capital from
there every day — at around 4
am, 9 am, and 4 pm. Puran
Chand,asocialworker,estimates
that each truck carries around
sevenquintalsoffood.“Including
those carrying dry ration and
other supplies, nearly 10 trucks
leave every day. On Sunday, we
had also sent a truckful of mat-
tresses,”hesaid.

BHARATBANDHTODAY:DELHI’SMARKETASSOCIATIONSSAYWON’TJOIN

AMILBHATNAGAR&
ANANYATIWARI
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

FARMERS HAVE appealed for
peacefulandnon-violentprotests
aspartofTuesday'sBharatbandh,
slatedadaybeforeanotherround
oftalksbetweenheadsof farmer
unions and the Centre. The
bandh, farm leaders at Singhu
border said, will include block-
ades or chakka jamsonnational
highways between10 amand3
pm,whilesit-inprotestswillcon-
tinuetheentireday.
“We have to mention with

absoluteclaritythattherewillbe
voluntary closure of shops and
businesses and no one will be
forced todo so.Wedonotwant
any sort of violence. For many
days,wehavebeensittingatthe
borderspeacefullyandwewant
the bandh to reflect that. There
are dedicated timings for
protestsandnoemergencyserv-
ices will be halted,” said Dr
Darshan Pal, president of the
KrantikariKisanUnion(Punjab).
Freshblockadesareexpected

at Delhi’s borders, apart from
Tikri, Singhu, Chilla and
Ghazipur,where farmersareal-
ready sitting. Fire services, am-
bulances,medicinedeliveryand
other emergency services will
notbeaffected,farmerssaid,but
dairy, vegetable and fruit deliv-
ery will be. Metro services in
NCRwill functionasperusual.

Thebandhwillseeparticipa-
tion from political parties, and
unions from states including
Punjab, Karnataka, Haryana,
MadhyaPradeshandUPhaveex-
tended support. “We thank the
politicians for supporting the
farmer issue but if theywant to
protest, theywill have to leave
theirbannersbehindandprotest
only under the flag of farmers.
Thebandhispurelyforthefarm-
ers and their protest against the
farmerbills,” saidDrPal.
Farm leaders also claimed

theyhavereceivedsupportfrom
several transport, trader and
mandi associationswhowill be
suspendingservices for theday.
Delhi’s AzadpurMandi will re-
mainshutduringthedayasban-
ners in support of farmers have
come up at the gates. Udyog
VyaparMandal in Haryana and

Madhya Pradeshwill also shut
shops, farmers said.
Azadpur Mandi chairman

AdeelAhmedKhansaid:“Traders
will shut shop in support of the
bandhtomorrow,andfarmerswill
not come to sell their produce
since it is a strike. Itwill nothave
much impact on the supply of
fruitsandvegetables.”Thosefarm-
ersprotestingatSinghuandTikri
borderswill notmove towards
Delhibutwillstaywheretheyare.

Market associations
saywon’t shut
Marketassociationsinthena-

tionalcapitalsaidtheywillnotbe
participatinginTuesday’sbandh.
The Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) and All India
TransportWelfare Association
(AITWA)alsotookasimilarstand.
“Wearenotclosingthemar-

ket tomorrow. We have not
facedanyshortageofsuppliesor
any issues as such so far. Yes,
there is slightly less footfall of
customers from Noida and
Gurgaon...,” said Ashwani
Marwah,generalsecretaryofthe
TradersAssociationLajpatNagar.
Atul Bhargava, president of

the New Delhi Traders’
AssociationofConnaughtPlace,
said,“Wewillcontinuebusiness
asusual,andhavealsoinformed
the authorities. Our businesses
have suffered since the pan-
demicandwedonotwishtoin-
terrupt it inanymanner.”
Sanjay Bhargava, president,

Chandni Chowk Sarv Vyapar
Mandal, said, “Wewill remain
open. Because of the surge in
Covid cases and the agitation,
there has been a bigger drop in
footfall thanwasexpectedpost-
Diwali.Thisisunfortunateforus.”
K K Balli, president, traders’

associationof theGandhiNagar
wholesale market, said, “The
market shall be open Tuesday.
We havewinter stock but if the
agitationcontinues, itwillaffect
us.Customersarealsonotcom-
ingtoDelhiduetotheagitation.”
Inajointstatement,CAITand

AITWAsaidnofarmerassociation
hadapproachedthemtojointhe
bandh. The farmers, like traders
and transporters, are an impor-
tantpartofthenationaleconomy
and, therefore, immediate steps
areneededtoresolvetheirissues,
readthestatement.

Borders under
watch, so is Agri
Minister’s home

150 km from Singhu, help
pours in from Kurukshetra

AtGhazipurborderMonday; (left)vehicles stuck ina long
linenearAkshardhamintheevening. Pics: AmitMehra

Womenprepare foodfor farmersatShahabad.AbhinavSaha

SOMYALAKHANI
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER7

APART FROMheavy police de-
ploymentatkeyborderareasfor
Tuesday’scall foraBharatbandh
byfarmerunions,DelhiPolicewill
deploypersonnel“outsideoffices
of all political parties, the
AgricultureMinister’s residence
andKrishiBhawan”toensurelaw
andorder ismaintained.
“Delhi Police hasmade ade-

quate arrangements to ensure
normalmovement of people on
roads for the proposed bandh.
Anybodywhotriestodisruptnor-
malmovement/life or forcefully
closesshopswillbestronglydealt
with,asperlaw,”DelhiPolicead-
ditionalPROAnilMittalsaid.
A senior police officer from

NewDelhidistricttoldTheIndian
Express, “Therewill be deploy-
ment at Jantar Mantar, Vijay
Chowk,IndiaGate,theAgriculture
Minister’s residence, Krishi
Bhawan,officesofallpoliticalpar-
ties—places fromwhere crowd
mobilisationispossible.Wehave
also spoken to taxi, transport,
tradeunionsonthebandh.”
The officer said nine compa-

nies of Delhi Police, roughly 540
personnel, will be deployed in
NewDelhidistrict.
Meanwhile, Delhi Police

SpecialBranchhassharedinputs
with all district DCPs regarding
400-500farmershavingleftfrom
Punjabby train to join theongo-
ing agitation. The special branch
haswrittentoalldistrictDCPs,in-
cludingrailway,traffic,Metroand
PCR,thatfarmersarealsolikelyto

reachTikriandSinghubordersvia
trains,buses,tractor/trolleysand
privatevehicles.
Thespecialbranchhasalsodi-

rected DCPs tomonitor social
media to know their future
courseofaction.
AtSinghu,wheremaximum

farmershavegathered,anaddi-
tional50concretebarriershave
been placed to maintain dis-
tance between police and pro-
testers incasefarmerscrossthe
borderTuesday.Apart frompo-
lice personnel and senior offi-
cersofOuter-Northdistrict,out-
side force, aswell as personnel
from other districts such as
northwest,havebeendeployed
at Singhu.
AseniorofficerofOuter-North

districtsaid,“Atleast500-550lo-
calpoliceandadditionalforcewill
be deployed at Singhu. Staff on
ground have been speaking to
farmersprotestingtheredailyon
maintaininglawandorder.”
Therewill also be heavy po-

lice deployment in Southwest
Delhi’sMahipalpur andDhaula
Kuan that connect Delhi to
Gurgaon.Aseniorofficerfromthe
districtsaid,“Sofar,we’venotre-
ceived any inputs fromGurgaon
or Jaipur regarding any kind of
farmers’movement.Allmarkets
will be open. Placeswithin the
district where we feel flag
demonstrationscanhappenwill
see extra police pickets andbar-
ricading such as Samalkha,
Kapashera, Mahipalpur, Delhi
Cantt...We also have to ensure
the national highway that con-
nects Dhaula Kuan to Rajokri
doesn’tgetblocked.”

HCpullsup
crimebranch
overmissing
CISF officer
NewDelhi:TheDelhiHigh
CourtMonday pulled up
Delhi Police’s Crime
Branchforitspoorinvesti-
gationinacasepertaining
to the disappearance of a
CISF officer, andwarned
that it will transfer the
probe to an independent
agency like the CBI after
seeing the results of fur-
ther investigation to be
conducted by the Anti-
Human Trafficking Unit.
“The reason for the same
(laxity)couldbethat it in-
volves another force, i.e.
CISF,” said the division
bench of Justices Vipin
Sanghi and Rajnish
Bhatnagar.

Cycletheftat
KhanMarket
NewDelhi:A24-year-old
man has been arrested
fromTughlakRoad for al-
legedly stealing a sports-
cycle belonging to the
owner of an electronic
storeinKhanMarket.

Manarrested
formurder
NewDelhi:A25-year-old
man, who is a house-
keeperat thePalamVihar
Metro station, was ar-
restedSundayforallegedly
murderinghis girlfriend's
father.ENS
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Farmers appeal for peaceful protests:
‘No onewill be forced to close shops’
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DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-I, DELHI
th

4 Floor, Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi-110001

To 1. Sh. Bir Singh S/o Sh. Mohan Singh, R/o G-4/135, Sector-16, Rohini, Delhi-110089
2. Sh. InderjeetArora S/o Sh. JitenderArora R/o C-3/18, Ground Floor, Sector-15, Delhi-110089

Whereas the above named applicant has instituted a case for recovery of Rs. 14,60,632.29/- (Rupees
Fourteen Lacs Sixty Thousand Six Hundred Thirty Two and Twenty Nine Paise only) against you and
whereas it has been shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you in
ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is given by advertisement directing you to make appearance before
L.D. Registrar on 25.02.2021 at 10.30 A.M. (for further details kindly visit DRT website
www.etribunal.gov.in Phone Number 011-23748473).
Take Notice that in case of your failure to appear on the above mentioned day before this Tribunal, the
case will be heard and decided in your absence.
Due to ongoing Pandemic Situation, all the matters will be taken up through video conferencing and for that
purpose : (i) All the advocates/Litigants shall download the "CISCO WEBEX" application/ Softwear;
(ii) "Meeting ID" and "Password" for the next date of hearing qua cases to be taken by "Registrar /
Recovery Officer-I and Recovery Officer-II shall be available one day prior to the next date at DRT Official
portal i.e. "drt.gov.in" under the Public Notice Head. (iii) In any exigency qua that, theAdvocates/Litigants
can contact the concerned official at Phone No. 011-23748473.
Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this 09th November of 2020.

VersusCANARA BANK (E-SYNDICATE BANK)
APPLICANT RESPONDENTS

SH. BIR SINGH & ANR.
OA NO. 808/2018

By Order of this Tribunal, For Registrar

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-I, DELHI
th

4 Floor, Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi-110001

To 1. Sh. InderjeetArora S/o Sh. JitenderArora R/o C-3/18, Ground Floor, Sector-15, Delhi-110089
2. Sh. SanjeevArora S/o Sh. JitenderArora R/o C-3/18, Ground Floor, Sector-15, Delhi-110089

Whereas the above named applicant has instituted a case for recovery of Rs. 14,40,231.17/- (Rupees
Fourteen Lacs Forty Thousand Two Hundred Thirty One and Seventeen Paise only) against you and
whereas it has been shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you in
ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is given by advertisement directing you to make appearance before
L.D. Registrar on 07.12.2020 at 10.30 A.M. (for further details kindly visit DRT website
www.etribunal.gov.in Phone Number 011-23748473).
Take Notice that in case of your failure to appear on the above mentioned day before this Tribunal, the
case will be heard and decided in your absence.
Due to ongoing Pandemic Situation, all the matters will be taken up through video conferencing and for that
purpose : (i) All the advocates/Litigants shall download the "CISCO WEBEX" application/ Softwear;
(ii) "Meeting ID" and "Password" for the next date of hearing qua cases to be taken by "Registrar /
Recovery Officer-I and Recovery Officer-II shall be available one day prior to the next date at DRT Official
portal i.e. "drt.gov.in" under the Public Notice Head. (iii) In any exigency qua that, theAdvocates/Litigants
can contact the concerned official at Phone No. 011-23748473.
Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this 03rd November of 2020.

VersusCANARA BANK (E-SYNDICATE BANK)
APPLICANT RESPONDENTS

SH. INDERJEET ARORA & ANR.
OA NO. 805/2018

By Order of this Tribunal, For Registrar

YeejleerÙe keâheeme efveiece ef}efcešs[
(YeejleerÙe mejkeâej keâe Ghe›eâce, JeŒe ceb$ee}Ùe)

THE COTTON CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD.
(A GOVERNMENT OF INDIA UNDERTAKING, MINISTRY OF TEXTILES)

RECRUITMENT AGAINST VARIOUS POSTS
THE Corporation invites application from eligible candidates
for online recruitment for various posts. For important dates,
procedure for online application. eligibility criteria, vacancies,
upper age limit, fee, reservations etc please login to web site
www.cotcorp.org.in for details. Candidates can apply online
from 1000 hrs on 09.12.2020 till 2359 hrs on 07.01.2021 on
web site www.cotcorp.org.in.

Chief General Manager (HRD)

BASHAARATMASOOD,
NAVEEDIQBAL
&ARUNSHARMA
BONIYAR,VERINAG, JAMMU
DECEMBER7

ANEARcompleteboycottinSho-
pianandlowturnoutsinKulgam
andPulwama, thetwootherdis-
tricts of south Kashmir, pulled
downpollingintheValleyto31.95
percentinthefourthphaseofthe
District Development Council
(DDC)electionsonMonday.
North and central Kashmir

districts recordedadecent turn-
out and,with the Jammuregion
seeing69.31per cent voting, the
overall turnout in the Union
Territorywas50.08percent.
InShopian,whereKapranco-

nstituencywenttopollsMonday,
only theoccasional voter turned
upatbooths.
Aspollingended, the turnout

was 1.96 per cent,much lower
than42.58percent,17.28percent,

and22.68per cent in the
first threephases, respec-
tively.
Pulwamadistrict,wh-

erethreeconstituencies—
Pulwama I, Awantipora I
andAwantipora II—went
to polls, the turnoutwas
6.70percent—thedistrict
polled8.67percentand10.87per
centvotesinthesecondandthird
phases, respectively. In Kulgam,
wheretwoconstituencieswentto
polls, the turnoutwas 8.73 per
cent. Thedistrict recorded34.35

per cent, 29.90 per cent,
and64.45per cent in the
three earlier phases,
respectively.
The only district in

southKashmirthatpolled
in double digitsMonday
was Anantnag, where
Verinag and Shahbad

wenttopolls.
AttheGovernmentGirls'Mid-

dleSchoolatNowgam,Shahbad,a
steadystreamofvotersstartedto
arrivefromthetimepollsopened.
“Ihaveneverhadanybenefitinthe

last30yearsofpoliticsandconflict.
Ihavesoughthelptofixmyhouse,
butIhavenevergotanyattention.
This time I amvotingbecause it
seemspeoplewhohobnobwith
political parties can at least get
someworkdone,”beekeperNazir
Ahmad(46)said. AtVerinag,56-
year-old Sara Bano stood in a
queueforabout15minutestocast
hervote.Sara,whoisfromthelo-
calKumharcommunity, saidshe
hadnever voted earlier, but this
time candidateswere familiar,
and she could not refuse her
neighbour’srequesttovote.
Anantnagrecordedaturnout

of27.04percent.Thedistricthad
seen 43.32 per cent, 16.09 per
cent,and21.64percentvoting in
thefirstthreephases,respectively.
BesidesDDCelections,polling

washeldforpanchayatbypollsin
vacant sarpanchandpanchseats
withinDDCconstituencies. Elec-
tionCommissioner KKSharma
saidbypollswillbeheldwherever
vacanciesexistinrurallocalbodies.

InSouthKashmir,onlyAnantnagsawqueues. ShuaibMasoodi

DDCpolls: Boycott hits South
Kashmir turnout in Phase4

DECISION
2020
J&K

DISTRICT,
LOCAL POLLS

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,DECEMBER7

ONE PERSONwas killed as BJP
workers clashedwith thepolice
in West Bengal’s Siliguri on
Monday.Theclashbrokeoutafter
BJP workers were allegedly
stoppedfrommovingpastbarri-
cades at twopoints near branch
secretariat ‘Uttar Kanya’ during
their rally in protest against the
TMCgovernment’s“misrule”.
Thepoliceusedteargasshells,

water cannons and resorted to
lathicharge to control the situa-
tion;theBJPworkersthrewstones
and allegedly ransacked barri-
cades.WhileBJP leadersclaimed
itwas a peacefulmarch and al-
leged“policebrutality”,thelatter
deniedtheallegations.
BJPstatepresidentDilipGhosh

saidonepartyworker, identified
asUlenRoy,50,sufferedheadin-
juries in the lathichargeandsuc-
cumbed later. TheBJPhas called
for a 12-hour bandh in north
Bengal on Tuesday in protest
against alleged police brutality.
Theparty claimed that 40work-
ers, including six fromMahila
Morcha,wereinjured.
Besides Ghosh, BJP national

general secretary Kailash
Vijayvargiya,nationalvice-presi-
dentMukulRoyandseveralMPs
wereamongthosepresentatthe
programme. Tejaswi Surya, BJP
YuvaMorchanational president,
wasalsopresent.Theprogramme
wasorganisedbyBJYM.
OnMondayafternoon, asBJP

workersmarched towardsUttar
Kanya, they allegedly tried to re-
movebarricadesputupbythepo-
liceatTinbattiandPhulbaricross-
ings in Siliguri. Somebarricades
werereportedlysetonfire.
Ghosh said the deceased—

UlenRoy—alsohadpelletmarks
onhis body. “Trinamoolmiscre-
antswerewiththepoliceandat-
tackedourworkers.Thisisanex-
ampleofpolicebrutality,”hesaid.
Thepolice tweeted: “Serious

actsof violencewerecommitted
by supporters of apolitical party
during theirprotestprogramme.
They resorted to arson, brickbat-
ting,firingandvandalism...Police
showed restraint and didn’t do
lathichargeorusefirearms.Only
water cannonsand teargaswere
used to disperse the violent
crowd...Thebodyisbeingsentfor
post-mortem. Actual cause of
deathwill be knownonly [after]
thereportisreceived.”

Police fire teargas tocontrol thesituation. Express

‘UTTARKANYAABHIYAN’ TURNSVIOLENT

1 killed as BJP workers
clash with police in Siliguri

Dehradun:Tomobilisethepartycadreaheadof the
2022AssemblyelectioninUttarakhand,BJPnational
presidentJPNaddaonMondaydirectedministersof
theTrivendraSinghRawatgovernment to tour the
districts in thenext 20days and talk to people for
feedback.TheministerswillbeaccompaniedbyBJP
state organisationmembers during the tours and
theywillpresenttheirreportstothepartystatecore
committeethatwillmeetonDecember26.
The committee,whichhasmembers from the

governmentaswellastheorganisation,willsendto
Naddaareportonthetoursandaroadmapforpro-
grammestobeheldtillSeptember2021topublicise
thegovernment’swelfareschemes. ENS

Assam: 77% voting in 1st
phase of BTC elections
TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI, DECEMBER7

POLLING FOR the first phase of
Bodoland Territorial Council
(BTC) elections inAssampassed
off peacefully onMonday,with
77per centpolling recorded, ac-
cording to the State Election
Commission.
The election follows signing

of the Bodo peace accord—de-
scribedasthe“finalandcompre-
hensive solution” to the long-
standingBodo issue—between
the Centre, the state and Bodo
groups in January this year. The
outcome is expected to be cru-
cial for next year's state
Assemblypolls.
“The polling was incident-

free, peaceful andorderly,” State
Election Commissioner Alok
Kumarsaid.“Westartedhalf-an-
hourearly sinceCovid-19proto-
colswereinplace.”
The election was earlier

scheduledforAprilbutwaspost-
ponedduetothepandemic.
The BTC is an autonomous,

self-governing body under the

Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution, a special provision
that allows for greater political
autonomyanddecentralisedgov-
ernance in certain tribal areas of
theNortheast. Ithasunderitsju-
risdictiontheBodo-inhabiteddis-
tricts of western Assam –
Udalguri, Baksa, Chirang and
Kokrajhar – together known as
the Bodoland Territorial
Region(BTR).
Twenty-oneseatsinUdalguri

and Baksa districtswent to the
polls onMonday; the remaining
19will see voting onDecember
10.Since2005,BTChasbeencon-
trolledbytheHagramaMohilary-
ledBodolandPeople’sFront(BPF),
anallyof BJPat the stateand the
Centre. The twoparties are con-
testingseparatelyinthiselection.
The BPF is also facing a tough
competitionfromUnitedPeople’s
PartyLiberal,whichhasinitsfold
PramodBoro,formerpresidentof
the influentialAllBodoStudents
Union (ABSU),whichwas a key
signatoryof the2020accord.
The Congress and theAIUDF

are contesting jointly. Voteswill
becountedonDecember12.

Jammu: The Jammu and
KashmirHighCourtonMonday
adjournedtoDecember16are-
viewpetition filedby theUnion
Territory administration, seek-
ingmodification of the court’s
October9decisiondeclaringJ&K
StateLand(VestingofOccupants
Ownership) Act 2001 “void ab
initio’’ andorderingaCBI inves-
tigation into all instances of ir-
regularities in transfer of state
lands toprivate individuals.
The casewas listed before a

divisionbenchcomprisingChief
Justice Gita Mittal and Justice
RajeshBindal.
However,astheChief Justice

is demitting office on Tuesday,
the bench did not take up the
hearing and asked the bench
secretarytoconveythenextdate
toalltheparties.Earlier,thecourt
declared invalid all transfers of
landdone evenbefore the 2018
repeal of the Act by the then
GovernorSatyaPalMalik.

ARUNSHARMA

Roshni Act: J&K HC to
hear review plea on Dec 16

Modi speaks
to Macron,
reiterates support
in terror fight

UTTARAKHAND
Eye on polls, Nadda asks
ministers to tour districts

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

PRIMEMINISTERNarendraModi
on Monday spoke to French
PresidentEmmanuelMacronand
expressed India's full support to
France inthefightagainst terror-
ism,extremismandradicalism.
Thiswas their first conversa-

tion since the terror attacks in
FranceinOctober.
“Spoke with my friend

@EmmanuelMacrononthechal-
lenges and opportunities pre-
sentedbythepost-COVIDworld.
India standsbyFrance in its fight
against terrorism&extremism.
TheIndia-Francepartnershipisa
forceforgoodintheworld,includ-
ing in the Indo-Pacific,” Modi
tweeted.
A statement from the Prime

Minister's Office (PMO) said he
conveyedtoPresidentMacronhis
condolencesfortheattacks.
“The leaders also discussed

otherbilateral,regionalandglobal
issuesofmutual interest, includ-
ing improving the affordability
andaccessibilityofCovid-19vac-
cines,post-covideconomicrecov-
ery, cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific region,maritimesecurity,
defencecooperation,digitalecon-
omyandcybersecurity,strength-
eningmultilateralism,andclimate
change&biodiversity,” thestate-
mentsaid.
“PrimeMinisterexpressedhis

wish to welcome President
MacroninIndiaafterthenormal-
isationofthepublic-healthsitua-
tion,”thePMOsaid.Indiawasthe
first non-Western country to
comeout in support ofMacron,
andNewDelhihadunderlinedits
solidaritywith a statement from
PMModihimselfafterthesecond
set of attacks inNice and Jeddah
(SaudiArabia).
In the shadowof the attacks,

ForeignSecretaryHarshVardhan
Shringla had visited Paris for a
scheduledbilateralvisit.

New Delhi
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

NOCELEBRATIONS,PLEASE
HAVINGEXTENDEDsupporttotheprotestingfarmersandBharat
bandhcall givenby them, theCongress is leavingnostoneun-
turnedtoutilise the issuetogainsomepoliticalmileage.Today,
theparty's central leadership sent amessage toall stateunits,
askingthemnottocelebratepartychiefSoniaGandhi’sbirthday
onDecember9.Inaletter,AICCgeneralsecretaryinchargeofor-
ganisationKCVenugopal stated that Soniahasdecidednot to
celebrateherbirthdaythisyearinviewofthedistresscausedby
thepandemicandtheongoing farmers’protests. Stressing that
Soniahasrequestedthatnocelebratoryactivitiesshouldbecar-
riedoutonherbirthdaythisyear,thelettertostateCongresspres-
idents, CLP leaders,AICCgeneral secretaries, in chargeof states
andheadsoffrontalorganisationsasksthemtoavoid“allsortsof
celebrations”.

UPDATING ANIMAL FARM
THECENTRALZooAuthority(CZA)willupgrade15zoosacross
thecountrytomeetinternationalstandards.The10-yearplan,
announced by EnvironmentMinister Prakash Javadekar to-
day, includes the twinning of Indian zooswith foreign ones
toensuretheyreachthesestandards.Theannouncementhas
been a surprising one on the back of tight financial circum-
stances that the CZA has been facing in the light of the pan-
demic, resultinginfewvisitorsandabigslumpinticketsales
across thecountry.

LATE STATESMAN
FRENCHAMBASSADORtoIndia,EmmanuelLenain, remem-
bered former President of the country, Valéry Giscard
d'Estaing, who died recently, as “an exceptional statesman”
whosawgreatpotentialinIndia-Francestrategicpartnership.
Interestingly, d'Estaingwas the first FrenchPresident tovisit
Indiaaschief guestonRepublicDay in1980.

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI,DECEMBER7

THE JHARKHAND government
hasearmarkedRs2,000crorefor
loan waiver to farmers in the
state.Thegovernmentisalsoset
to replace PMKisanBimaYojna
withthestate’sownFasalRahat
YojnaandhasearmarkedRs100
crore for this scheme.
Both these initiatives are set

tocomeintoeffectbytheendof
this month, as per details that
emerged after the fourth day of
the reviewmeetings of various
departmentsconductedbyChief
MinisterHemantSoren.
The biggest challenge re-

mainsinimplementingtheloan
waiver. During the Assembly
QuestionandAnswersessionin
March, in a response to a ques-
tiononloansoffarmers,thegov-
ernment had agreed that the
farmers owed Rs 7,000 crore to
thebanks.
A source in the government

said:“Thebiggestchallengewill
be selecting the criteria for loan
waiver.”

Accordingtothesource,dur-
ing the review of the
Department of Agriculture,
Animal Husbandry and Co-op-
erative, the Chief Minister was
informedthatastate-levelcom-
mittee has been formed under
the AgricultureMinister. “Crop
loanee data have been submit-
ted. Various banks have been
asked to complete Aadhaar en-
abling of crop loanee. So far six
lakhs Aadhaar cards have been
enabled out of 12 lakh loan ac-
counts,” the source said, adding
thatthedepartmentisbuildinga
webportal for thepurpose.
Loanwaiver was one of the

pollplanksofboththeCongress
andJMMaheadof theAssembly
election.
The replacement of the PM

FasalBimaYojnaawaitsCabinet
approval.

NewDelhi:Daysafteritsoutstand-
ing performance in the GHMC
elections,BJPonMondayreceived
a morale boost when actor-

turned-politi-
cian
Vijayashantire-
turned to the
party after
more than a
decade. The
former Lok
Sabha MP
joined the BJP
officially a day

aftermeetingHomeMinisterAmit
Shah and asserted that only the
saffronpartycanfulfil theaspira-
tionsofthepeopleofTelangana
Vijayashanti (54)wasa south

Indiancinemastarwhenshebe-
ganherpolitical careerwith the
BJPin1997.ShequittheBJPtojoin
TRSduring theTelanganamove-
mentandwaselectedtoLokSabha
in 2009. But she quit the TRS in
2014andjoinedtheCongressbe-
forethecreationofthestate.ENS

New Delhi: Led by two-time
AsianGames gold-winning for-
merwrestlerKartarSingh,afew
sportspersons from Punjab on
Mondaymarched towards the
RashtrapatiBhavantoreturn“35
national sports awards” in a
showof solidaritywith farmers
agitatingagainstnewagriculture
laws butwere stoppedmidway
bythepolice.
“The farmers have always

supportedus.We felt badwhen
wesawthat our farmerbrothers
were lathicharged, roadswere
closed. Farmers are sitting on
streets in bitter cold for their
rights,”saidKartar,goldmedallist
inthe1978and1986Asiangames.

The marching athletes
claimed to have the support of
severalArjunaandothernational
sportsawardswinners.
The Indian Olympic

Associationoffered its first com-
ments on the sportspersons' in-
volvementintheprotest.“Oflate
sportspersonsare seen tobean-
nouncingreturnoftheirNational
Awardsasamarkoftheirsupport
for the recent farmers issue.
NationalAwardsand farmers is-
suearetwoseparatethings,”IOA
President Narinder Batra and
SecretaryGeneral RajeevMehta
saidinajointstatement. PTI

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,DEC7

WITHANeyeonwinningbacka
sectionofHinduvoterswhohad
driftedawayfromtheLeft fold in
thelastLokSabhaelectionsinthe
wake of the Sabarimala issue,
CPI(M),thebiggestconstituentin
thestate’srulingLDF,hasbrought
to focus the Congress-ledUDF’s
electoral understanding with
Welfare Party of India (WPI), the
politicalarmofJamaat-e-Islamiin
the local body polls, calling it
“communal”politics.
The first phaseof elections to

the three-tier local bodies in
KeralaisslatedforTuesday.
In its campaign pitch, the

CPI(M)triedtoportraythepollun-
derstandingastheCongress'sos-
tensible overture to “communal
elements”, while the WPI has
calledit“hypocrisy”onpartofthe
Communistpartyandpointedout
that itwas alignedwith the LDF
notlongago.
BothCPI(M)andtheCongress,

meanwhile, accuseeachotherof
helpingtheSanghParivarincrease
itsfootprint inthestate.Resultsof
thecivicbodypollsaresignificant
in that theyaregenerally consid-
eredtoreflectthepoliticalmindset
of thestate,whichisscheduledto
holdAssemblypollsnextsummer.
OnMonday, Chief Minister

PinarayiVijayanaccusedtheUDF
and the BJP of vyingwith each
othertomakepoliticalgainsfrom
communalism.TheUDF,hesaid,
has joined handswith both BJP
andJamaat,andthatthis“unholy
nexus”wouldreflectinresults.
CPI(M)statesecretaryandLDF

convenerAVijayaraghavan said,
“TheCongresshasgoneintoanal-
liancewithWPI at the behest of
Indian Union Muslim League
(IUML,aUDFpartner)...Itistrying
togiveapublicappealforcommu-
nal forces. Thiswould lead to the
Congress’sruin.”
“Thatparty’s(Congress’s)soft

corner towards the Jamaat-e-
Islamiwouldonlyhelpfurtherthe
Hindutva agenda of Sangh
Parivar,’’heasserted.

WPI statepresidentHameed
Vaniyambalamcountered,saying
thathispartyhasformedelectoral
understandingwithUDFinmany
local bodies “to strengthen the
secularsideatthenationallevel”,

andmaintained that theCPI(M)
campaign would only help
strengthen the Sangh. “When
WPIwaswith LDF,wewere sec-
ularandprogressive,butwhenwe
moved to the Congress, we are
nowdubbedcommunal,”hesaid.
“The CPI(M) campaign against
WPI shows that party’s (CPM's)
doublestandardandhypocrisy.”
CongressgeneralsecretaryKC

Venugopalandstateunitpresident
Mullappally Ramachandran,
meanwhile,playeddowntheissue
anddeniedanalliancewithWPI.
“TheUDFhasnoalliancewithany
party outside the front. The
Congresshasanationalpolicynot
tohaveanyalliancewithcommu-
naloutfits,’’Venugopalsaid.
Senior Congress leader and

UDF convenerMMHassan ex-
plained:“TheUDF'sunderstand-
ingwithWPIisneitherapolitical
decision nor does it have a cen-
tralised approach. In 2015 local
body elections, WPI had been
with the LDF.Now, theCPI(M) is
aiming for communal polarisa-
tionbytargetingUDF,’’hesaid.

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

AMIDPROTESTSagainstthenew
farmlaws, adelegationof farm-
ers from Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh onMondaymet Union
AgricultureMinister Narendra
SinghTomaranddemandedthat
all the three Acts should con-
tinue with the amendments
suggested by farmer organisa-
tions.
“We support these (laws).

They should continue by incor-
porationof suggestionsby farm

organisations,” the delegation
said ina letter toTomar.
“We are in favour of contin-

uing theMSP (minimum sup-
port price) and (APMC)Mandi
system.Butwerequestyouthat
theselawsshouldcontinuewith
the suggested amendments,”
saysthelettersignedby20farm-
ers.
Pushpendra Chauhan from

Baghpat in Uttar Pradesh was
amongthemembersof thedel-
egation thatmetTomar.
“The Acts are good but the

governmentfailedtoconveythe
messageontheground.Thegov-

ernment should have held on-
line discussions with farmers
acrossallpanchayats,”hesaid.
“Whyisthegovernmentrais-

ingquestionson theAndolan…
The government should ask it-

selfwhyitcouldnot implement
such a good initiative on the
ground,” Chauhan said, adding,
“The farm laws are in the inter-
est of the nation, that’s whywe
support these laws.”
Kanwal Singh Chauhan, a

farmer from Aterna village in
Sonipat,wasalsopartof thedel-
egation. A PadmaShri awardee,
he said all the three Acts are in
the interest of farmers. He sug-
gested that the government
bringanewlawtoprovide legal
guarantee forMSP.
RampalYadav,afarmerfrom

Rewari in Haryana and amem-

ber of the delegation, said he
supports thenewlaws.
While there was no state-

ment from the government
about themeetingbetween the
delegation and Tomar, sources
said it took place at Krishi
Bhawanforabout40minutes.
Themeetingcomesatatime

whenfarmunionsaredemand-
ingrepealof thethreefarmlaws.
Fiveroundsof talksbetweenthe
governmentandrepresentatives
of the farm organisations have
remainedinconclusive.Thenext
meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday.

BJP slams ‘doublespeak’ as Oppn backs stir
Firing a gun from shoulders of farmers:
CMs of BJP-ruled states lead attack
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,AHMEDABAD,
CHANDIGARH,MUMBAI,SHIMLA,
TIRUCHENDUR,DECEMBER7

ADAYaheadoftheBharatBandh
announced by farmer unions
seeking a repeal of the Centre’s
newagriculture laws, theBJP on
Mondayaccused theOpposition
parties of “trying to create anar-
chy in the country” by “politicis-
ingtheissueusinginnocentfarm-
ersfortheirownbenefit”.
Chief Ministers of BJP-ruled

states led the counter-attack on
the Opposition, accusing it of
“doublespeak” and “firing a gun
fromtheshoulderof farmers”.
Speaking tomediapersons at

his Lucknowresidence,UPChief
MinisterYogiAdityanathalleged
that thepolitical parties backing
the farmers’ protests had sup-
portedthe“sameagricultural re-
forms” during the Congress-led
UPA governmentin2010-2011.
“When the Congresswas in

powerthenparties likeNCP,Left,
DMK,SP,BSPandTMCwereeither
in the government orwere sup-
portingitfromoutside.Thattime
thenAgricultureMinisterSharad
Pawarwrote a letter to the state
governments stating that there
was aneed to amend theAPMC
Act...Itisanexampleoftheirdou-
blecharacterandhowtheyarefir-
ingfromtheshoulderofinnocent
farmerstocreateanarchyanddis-
order,"theChiefMinistersaid.
In Haryana, Chief Minister

ManoharLalKhattar,afterameet-
ing at the PWD Rest House in
Gurgaon, accusedoppositionpar-
tiesof“behavinglikethis”“when-
evertheBJPcomesforwardtodo
somegoodwork”.Heinsistedthat
farmers inHaryana are “happy”
and are being “instigated” to
protestbythe“Opposition”which
is “firing a gun fromtheir shoul-
ders”.“Itisironicthattheagrarian
reformlawsthatwerebeingspo-
kenaboutin2010-11aftertheUPA
governmentwasformed...atthat
timetheyfailedtomakeitandto-
day,whenPMNarendraModihas
made these agricultureBillsma-
terialise,thenallthesepartiesare
protesting,”hesaid.
Reacting to theBharatBandh

call, Gujarat ChiefMinisterVijay
RupanisaidGujaratwouldbefully
functionalTuesdayandwarnedof
legal actionagainst those “trying
to vitiate the atmosphere”. “The
talk of Bharat Bandhby opposi-
tionpartiesinthenameoffarmers
hasmade it clear that farmer is
justapretext.Toshowtheirpolit-
icalexistence,Congressandother
opposition parties have joined
hands in this (call of) Bharat

Bandh,”hesaid.
In Tamil Nadu, addressing

partysupportersattheconclusion
of the state BJP’s Vel Yatra in
Tiruchendur,MadhyaPradeshCM
Shivraj Singh Chouhan claimed
that Opposition parties like
CongressandDMKcouldnotfight
the BJP face to face and were
thereforeopposingthefarmlaws.
InUttarakhand,CMTrivendra

Singh Rawat said farmers have
beenmisledabout thenewfarm
lawswhichareactuallyintheirin-
terest andaccused theCongress
government inPunjabof turning
theagitationinthewrongdirection.
InMaharashtra, former CM

Devendra Fadnavis said the
Congress, NCP and Shiv Sena's
supporttothebandhhasexposed
their “double standards” as the
new farmreforms aremodelled
onActsalreadyimplementedsuc-
cessfully in the state during the
CongressandNCPregime.
Meanwhile, the Shetkari

Sanghatana, foundedby farmer
leader Sharad Joshi, has decided
nottoparticipateinthebandhand
to also oppose anymove to roll-
backthethreefarmlaws.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW,NEWDELHI,
KOLKATA,JAIPUR,DECEMBER7

WITH SEVERAL trade unions
backing the ‘Bharat Bandh’ and
many announcing parallel
protestsinsupportofthefarmers,
nearlyallOppositionpartieshave
comeout in a rare showof unity
againsttheBJP-ledgovernmentin
lendingsupporttothenationwide
strikeonMonday.
InLucknow,SamajwadiParty

president Akhilesh Yadavwas
stoppedfromheadingtoKannauj
to launchhisparty'sKisaanYatra
against thenewfarmlawsaspo-
lice detained the former chief
minister for nearly five hours.
PolicealsobeatupSPworkersand
supporterswhowere accompa-
nyingtheSPchief.
Accordingtoseniorofficialsin

Lucknow,theKannaujdistrictad-
ministrationhaddeniedpermis-
sion to the Samajwadi Party to
hold themarch, citingCovid and
had imposed Section 144 of the
CrPCinthedistricts.
“Peopleareseeingthedouble

standardsoftheBJPwhichitselfis
organizingeventsbutisarresting
the Opposition in the name of
coronavirus. BJP is desperatebe-
causenoweventhecommoncit-
izens have joined the farmers.
Whenagovernmentbecomesthe
oppressor,aprotestturnsintorev-
olutioninnotime.Wewillseefor
howmanydays,BJPwillstopus,”
Akhileshtweeted.

TheCongress,NCP,Trinamool
Congress,DMKanditsallies,TRS,
RJD,AAP,SamajwadiPartyandthe
Left are among thepolitical par-
tiesthatarebackingthestrike.
InDelhi,severalCongressMPs

stagedasit-inatJantarMantar,de-
manding that thewinter session
of Parliament be immediately
convened to discusswhat they
called“extremelyserious issues”
confronting the country, includ-
ingthefarmerunrest.
Manish Tewari, the MP of

AnandpurSahib inPunjab, said,
“After1952,thisisperhapsthefirst
time that thewinter session of
Parliamentisbeingscuttledinthis
mannerby thegovernment.We
couldunderstandifthecountryhad
been ina state of lockdownand
Parliamentcouldnotbecalled…
Butnoweverythingelseisgoingas

business as usual…Why is the
WinterSessionnotbeingcalled?”
Meanwhile, at a rally inWest

Bengal’s Medinipur, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
backed the Bharat Bandh and
asked theBJPgovernment at the
Centre to either withdraw the
“anti-people”farmlaws immedi-
atelyorstepdown.
InRajasthan,BJPallyRashtriya

LoktantrikParty,ledbyHanuman
Beniwal, backed the bandh call
andannouncedamarchtoDelhi
onDecember 12 to lend its sup-
porttoprotesters.
CPI(M) general secretary

SitaramYechurylashedoutatthe
BJP for allegedlymisleading the
peopleofthecountryandspread-
ingmisinformationabouttheop-
positionpartieswhohaveshown
solidaritywiththefarmers.

1STPHASEOFKERALALOCALPOLLSTODAY

CPM tries to wrest secular position, says Jamaat party in Cong wing

JAMAAT-E-ISLAMIand
itspoliticalwingwere
supportingLDFuntil the
2019LokSabhaelections.
In itsdebut inKerala local
bodyelections in2015,
thepartyhadsupported
theLDF inseveral local
bodies, andruleda fewas
partof theCPI(M)-led
coalition.Even inWest
Bengal andTamilNadu,
WPI statepresident
HameedVaniyambalam
pointsout, theparty is
withCPI(M).

WelfareParty
ofIndia’s
LeftstintE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

AHEADOFBHARATBANDHCALLEDBYFARMERGROUPS

WHOVOTES,WHERE&WHEN

88,26,620 electorsregistered
tovotein11,225pollingstationsin
thefirstphase,StateElection
Commissionofficialssay

1STPHASEOFVOTING,
in6,911wards, istoelect
representativesfor
395 localbodies5southerndistricts
-Thiruvananthapuram,Kollam,
Pathnamthitta,AlappuzhaandIdukki
–thatgotothepollsonTuesday

2NDPHASEOFELECTIONS
inErnakulam,Kottayam,Thrissur,
PalakkadandWayanadon
December10

3RDPHASEPOLLING
inMalappuram,Kozhikode,Kannur
andKasaragoddistrictson
December14

Source: StateElectionCommission;PTI

CAMPAIGN FOCUS

Counting
onDec
16

■RulingCPI(M)-led
LeftDemocraticFront
focussedprimarilyon
achievementsofthe
PinarayiVijayangovt
since2016

■Effectivedisbursalof
socialwelfarepensions,
stepstakentotackle
coronaviruspandemic
andimplementationof
variousprogrammes
throughKerala
Infrastructure
InvestmentBoard(KIIFB)

■Hi-techschoolproject

■OppositionCong-led
UDFfocusedon
controversiesrelatedto
thegoldsmugglingcase,
allegedcorruptioninthe
LifeMissionprojectand
allegationsagainstthe
CM'soffice

■Arrest, imprisonment
ofCPI(M)statesecretary
KodiyeriBalakrishnan's
sonBineeshinamoney
launderinganddrugcase,
andBalakrishnan's
subsequentstepping
asidefrompartypost

■BJP-ledNDApinning
hopesonvarious
development
programmesinitiatedby
theCentre

■Recentelectoral
victories inotherstates
giveconfidencetoBJP,
whichisyettomakea
spaceinKeralapolitics

Day after
meeting Shah,
Vijayashanti
returns to BJP

Vijayashanti

Athletes march
to Rashtrapati
Bhavan to
return awardsRs 2,000 cr for farm loan

waiver; Jharkhand to
replace Kisan Bima Yojana

Hemant
Soren

PUNJAB
TheDCOfficeEmployees
UnionofPunjabhas
announcedtheywillgoon
masscasual leaveandsiton
dharnaswhile thePunjab
DairyAssociationhas
announceditwon’t supply
milk.Wholesalevegetable
andfruitmandis,hotelsand
petrolpumpswill stayclosed
from9amto5pm.

HARYANA
IndianAssociationof
Lawyers (IAL)secretary
AshwaniBakshisaidthey
haveextendedsupport to
thebandhcall. TheHaryana
PetroleumDealerWelfare
Associationhasannounced
thatpetrolpumpswill
closed,whilekhapleaders in
Jindhaveannouncedthat
theywillblockall roadsto

Delhi fromHaryana.

MADHYAPRADESH
Major tradeandtransport
unionsandMandiBoard

unionshaveextendedtheir
support.Ahighalerthas
beenissued in35districts.
Theauthoritieshavealso
imposedCrPCSection144in

severaldistricts

MAHARASHTRA
MajorAPMCssuchasNavi
Mumbai,Nashik,Puneand
Solapurwill remainshut.
MSRTChasshutbusservices
onsensitiveroutesbut
Mumbaibuseswill continue.

GUJARAT
SomeAPMCsareexpected to
remainclosed, andthe
TextileMarketLabourUnion
andTextileTempo
Associationhaveannounced
their support for thebandh.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

In other states
With farmer bodies calling for a Bharat Bandh today,
The Indian Express looks at other groups expressing
solidarity, and services likely to be hit in states

Workers inAmritsarbefore leaving forDelhi to joinstir. PTI

NarendraSinghTomar

Farmer delegation meets Tomar, seeks amendments

CMsAdityanath,Khattar,Rupani,Chouhan

Akhilesh detained, BJP ally announces
march as Oppn rallies behind farmers

AkhileshYadavwasdetained inLucknowwhentheSPchief
wasonwaytoKannauj to launchhisparty’sKisaanYatra

Vishal Srivastav

New Delhi
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CHHATTISGARH

4minorsamong
8heldforraping
class9student
Balrampur: Eight people,
including four minor
boys, have been nabbed
by police after a 15-year-
old girl lodged an FIR of
rape against them in
Balrampurdistrict,asen-
ior officer said on
Monday. They allegedly
sexuallyassaultedthegirl
duringthepast15daysin
GandhiNagar areaof the
neighbouring Surguja
district.Theparentsofthe
victim, a student of Class
9, had lodged amissing
persons’ complaint on
November30,sayingthat
she was missing since
November20.Thegirlre-
turned home on
December5. PTI

J&K

Minorsisters
fromPoK
repatratiated
Jammu: Army troops on
Monday repatriated two
minor sisters from
Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, who were de-
tainedaftertheyinadver-
tently crossed theLineof
Control(LoC)intoJammu
and Kashmir's Poonch
district. Laiba Zabair (17)
andSanaZabair(13), res-
idents of village
Abbasspur in Forward
Kahuta tehsil, had en-
tered Poonch on Sunday
morning. Both of them
were repatriated from
ChakanDaBaghcrossing
point in Poonch, said
Army PRO Lt Colonel
DevenderAnand. ENS

GUJARAT

19mild quakes
recordedin
GirSomnath
Ahmedabad: Asmany as
19earthquakesofmagni-
tudesintherangeof1.7to
3.3 were experienced in
GirSomnathdistrictfrom
theweehoursofMonday
tillmorning,officialssaid.
There was no report of
any casualty or loss of
property,theysaid.Asen-
ior official at the
Gandhinagar-based
InstituteofSeismological
Research (ISR) called the
phenomena as “mon-
soon-induced seismic-
ity,” generally experi-
enced in a few areas of
Saurashtra region after
two-three months of
heavyrainfall. PTI

MAHARASHTRA

ActorDivya
Bhatnagardies
ofcardiacarrest
Mumbai: TV actor Divya
Bhatnagar of Yeh Rishta
KyaKehlataHaifame,who
hadbeendiagnosedwith
Covid-19, died early on
Mondayatahospitalhere
followingacardiacarrest,
family sources said. She
was36.Theactorwasad-
mittedtoSevenHillshos-
pitalrecently.“Shediedaf-
ter a cardiac arrest. She
was admitted to hospital
foraboutseven-eightdays
ago,” a family member
said. Several TV actors
took to social media to
mournBhatnagar'sdeath.
Her co-star Ridhiema
TiwarifromSasuralGenda
Phool said despite going
throughseveralproblems,
Bhatnagar always
appeared positive and
smiling. PTI

Wasdiagnosedwith
Covid-19earlier

CDSCO expert
panel to review
Covid-19 vaccine
applications
tomorrow

280
DAYSSINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

CASES:
96,77,203
TESTS: 14,77,87,656 | RECOVERIES: 91,39,901

ACTIVE CASES:3,96,729
DEATHS: 1,40,573

DEC6
CASES DEATHS RECOVERIES TESTS
32,981 391 39,109 8,01,081

STATESWITHRISINGACTIVECASES
ACTIVECASES RISEINLASTWEEK

Karnataka 25,381 878
Uttarakhand 6,078 435
Assam 3,555 202

STATESWHEREACTIVECASESAREDECLINING
ACTIVECASES DECLINEINLASTWEEK

Maharashtra 80,079 10,918
Delhi 24,693 10,398
Rajasthan 22,427 6,331

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMCASES
ONDEC6 TOTAL

Kerala 4,777 6,36,393
Maharashtra 4,757 18,52,266
WestBengal 3,143 5,02,840

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMDEATHS
ONDEC6 TOTAL

Delhi 69 9,643
WestBengal 46 8,723
Maharashtra 41 48,817
DataasonDecember6,releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealthandFamilyWelfare, IndianCouncilofMedical
Researchandstategovernments.Often,thenumbersreleasedeverydaycontaindatafrompreviousdays

aswell.Assuch,trendsbasedondailynumbersareonlyindicativeandnotdefinitive

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,DECEMBER7

THE MINISTRY of Health and
Family Welfare is sending a
Central teamtoEluru inAndhra
Pradesh’sWestGodavaridistrict,
where 340 people have fallen
sickduetoanunknowndisease.
West Godavari District

Collector RMuthyala Raju said,
“Some of these people com-
plainedofseizures,anxiety,vom-
iting,andheadache.Sofar,theill-
ness has not spread fromone to
another person. People living in
other areas, where Eluru
Municipality does not supply
drinkingwater,havealsofallenill.”
UnionMinister of State for

Home Affairs G Kishan Reddy
said the Central team, compris-
ingDrJamshedNayar,Associate
Professor(EmergencyMedicine)
atAIIMS,NewDelhi;Dr.Avinash
Deoshtawar, virologist at NIV,
Pune; and Dr Sanket Kulkarni,
Deputy Director at National
Centre forDiseaseControl,New
Delhi, will reach Eluru Tuesday
and try to find out the root
causes for the illness.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
BENGALURU,DECEMBER7

ATHREE-DAYvisit toKarnataka
by Arun Singh, the new BJP in-
charge for the state, over the
weekendtoreviewthestatusof
the party anddevelopment un-
der theBJP governmenthasnot
provided Chief Minister B S
Yediyurappamuchclarityonhis
efforts toexpandthecabinet.
Singh has reportedly told

Yediyurappa to carry out the
cabinet expansion in consulta-
tion with the party’s central
leadership.
Lastmonth,Yediyurappavis-

itedDelhitomeettheBJPcentral
leadershiponthecabinetexpan-
sion issue, but was reportedly
advisedtoconsultthenewparty
in-charge for thestate.
Yediyurappaiskeentoexpand

thecabinettofillsevenvacancies
byappointingmany loyalists, in-
cludingformerCongressandJDS
legislatorswhodefectedtotheBJP
in2019,topplingtheCongress-JDS
governmentandenablingtheBJP
tocometopower.
The cabinet currentlyhas10

rebel MLAs. The chief minister
backing the rebel MLAs who
helped him come to power has
been a cause of heartburn
among several senior BJP lead-
ersand long-termMLAs.
During his visit, Singh held

consultations with state party
president Nalin Kumar Kateel
andmembers of the state party
executive in Belgaum and
Bengaluruforbuildingtheparty
structure in the state on a “pro-
development and pro-people
platform” instead of “dynastic
politics and individualism”, ac-
cording toBJPsources.

One of the messages that
emerged was that the party is
notgoingtoreplaceYediyurappa
as Chief Minister as of now.
There has been speculation of
thepossibilityof theBJP replac-
ing himonaccount of his age --
he is 77 -- and corruption
charges surroundinghis family.
During his visit, Singh is

learnt to have received com-
plaints from BJP MLAs on

Yediyurappa’s “unilateral func-
tioning”.
The BJP in-charge was in-

formedbyakeyfunctionarythat
the Chief Minister did not con-
sult thepartywhilemaking ap-
pointments to boards and cor-
porationsandthatheappointed
peopleconsidered tobehis loy-
alists, sources said.
Singh, who had a lunch

meeting with Yediyurappa on

December 5, is learnt to have
toldhimtotakedecisionsincon-
sultations with the state party
unit.
AccordingtoBJPobserversin

Karnataka,Yediyurappaandthe
central leadership are currently
assessing each other’s strength.
“The BJP high command is very
strongatpresentandtheyareas-
sessing Yediyurappa and his
support.Yediyurappaistryingto
get intoapositionwherehehas
full control of the government,”
aparty sourcesaid.
After the BJP central leader-

ship did not respond to his re-
questsforclearingthecabinetex-
pansion,Yediyurappadecidedto
gethiscabinettoclearamoveto
recommendtotheCentrethein-
clusion of the Lingayat commu-
nity -- towhich he belongs -- in
thecentralOBCquotacategory.
On the eve of the cabinet

meeting on November 27,
Yediyurappa deferred the plan
after HomeMinister Amit Shah
reportedly asked him to avoid
making themove.
Themoveisbelievedtohave

been an attempt to warn the
party leadership that he enjoys
thesupportof theLingayatcom-
munity -- a decisive caste block
inKarnataka.
In 2012, Yediyurappa split

with the BJP and formed
Karnataka JanataPartyafter the
BJP leadership pressured him
into resigning as Chief Minister
amid corruption charges. The
move damaged the BJP’s per-
formanceinthe2013statepolls.
“The situation is different

from 2013. The central leader-
ship is very strong now. It has a
lotof firepowertocontrolthesit-
uation -- even cases that can be
opened,” aBJP sourcesaid.

BJP state in-charge visit gives BSY little clarity on cabinet expansion

BJPKarnatakain-chargeArunSinghandCMBSYediyurappa

India, Nepal
review infra
development
along border

In first complaint to Lokayukta, Odisha
CM refers case against expelled BJD MLA

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, PANAJI,
DECEMBER7

ELEVEN DAYS after a naval
MiG-29Ktraineraircraftcrashed
in the Arabian Sea, the Navy
Monday recovered the remains
of a body close to thewreckage
site. There is a high probability
that it is pilot Commander
Nishant Singh’s body but it can
be confirmed only after a DNA
test, sources said.
“Mortal remains of a human

bodyhavebeenrecoveredinthe
vicinityof thewreckagesite.The
samples are being sent for DNA
testing for confirmationof iden-
tity,”theNavysaidinastatement.
The twin-seater aircraft had

takenoff fromINSVikramaditya
onNovember26withtwopilots
and had crashed off the Goa
coastaround5pmthatevening.
While oneof thepilotswas res-
cued, the search for the second
pilothadbeencontinuing.
TheNavyalsokeptitsfastin-

terceptorcraftengagedinsearch
acrosswatersalong thecoast.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

AN EXPERT committee of the
Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation(CDSCO)willmeet
onWednesday to review appli-
cationsofPfizer,SerumInstitute
of IndiaandBharatBiotechseek-
ingemergencyuseauthorisation
for their COVID-19 vaccine can-
didates, official sources said on
Mondaynight.
The decisionwas taken late

on Monday evening after the
Hyderabad-based Bharat
Biotech became the third phar-
maceutical firm to apply to the
DrugsControllerGeneralof India
(DCGI)foremergencyuseautho-
risation for its indigenously de-
veloped Covid-19 vaccine
Covaxin.
The Indian arm of US phar-

maceutical giant Pfizer had on
December4soughtapprovalfor
itsvaccinefromthecentraldrug
regulator, after the firmsecured
such clearance in the UK and
Bahrain.
The Pune-based Serum

Institute of India sought such a
nodfortheOxfordCovid-19vac-
cine,Covishield,onDecember6.
“DCGI has already started

processingtheapplications.The
subject expert committee on
Covid-19atCDSCOwilldeliber-
ateontheapplicationsbyPfizer,
Serum Institute of India and
Bharat Biotech seeking emer-
gencyuseauthorisationfortheir
Covid-19 vaccines on Decem-
ber9,” a sourcesaid.
At an all-party meeting on

December 4, Prime Minister
NarendraModi had expressed
hope that a Covid-19 vaccine
maybeready ina fewweeks.

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE,DECEMBER7

THE COUNCIL of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR) on
Mondaysaid itwillholdhuman
clinical trials of antiviral drug
Molnupiravir, which, according
to a study published in Nature
Microbiology shows that the re-
purposeddrugsuppressesSARS-
CoV2(coronavirus)transmission
within24hours.
After ameeting onMonday,

CSIR director general Shekhar
Mande told The Indian Express,
“Wewillseekapprovalfromthe
Drugs Controller General of
India(DCGI) this week itself so
that theprocesscanbe initiated
of identifying hospital sites and
patients recruitment.”
The study, published by re-

searchers at the Institute for
Biomedical Sciences, Georgia
StateUniversity,claimsthatanew
antiviraldrughasbeendesigned
which successfully suppresses
theSARS-CoV-2virusandinhibits
transmissionwithin 24 hours.
Accordingtotheresearchers,this
isthefirstorallyavailabledrugto
quicklyblockcoronavirus.
Molnupiravir isbeingdevel-

opedby thebiotechnology firm
Ridgeback Biotherapeutics in
collaborationwithpharmaceuti-
cal firmMerck. Thedrug canbe
taken orally and treatment can
be started early for preventing
theconditionofthepatientfrom
becomingsevere.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

THE RABINDRANATH Tagore
LiteraryPrize2020wasawarded
onMondaytoTheCityandtheSea,
anovelwrittenbyRajKamal Jha,
chiefeditorofTheIndianExpress.
TheCity and the Sea (Penguin

RandomHouse)takesofffroman
incidentofhorrificsexualassault
and murder in New Delhi on
December 16, 2012. “From this
startingpointofthefactualframe-
work, Raj Kamal Jha takes a leap
ofimaginationandtwinesastory
of loveand lossaround thebond
betweenamotherandachildthat
breaksawayintorealmsofphan-
tasmagoria and supernatural
where sufferingbecomesmulti-
dimensional,"saidthecitationby
membersofthejuryledbyitslit-
erarydirector,MajaMarkunovic.
“Genuinely concernedwith

presentdayafflictions, thisnovel
is a lamentof the flawed society,
evocation to allwhoperished in
violation of their fundamental
rights,butalsoarayofhopefora
different humankind, awake to
our intrinsic unity, even in sor-
row,”itsaid.
On receiving the award, Jha

said, “Introducing Tagore’s
Gitanjali,WBYeats talkedabout
how the poet’s work took the
‘immeasurably strange’, and
moved us, not because of its
strangenessbutbecausewemet
in it our own image, heard in it

ourownvoice.Therecouldn’tbe
amore powerful imperative of
storytelling today than this hu-
manism–thisiswhattheTagore
Prize celebrates and it’s a privi-
lege to be in the company of its
extraordinary finalists.”
TheyincludedAmitavGhosh’s

Gun Island, Nirmala
Govindarajan’s Taboo, Ranjit
Hoskote’s Jonahwhale, Sachin
Kundalkar’sCobaltBlue,translated
fromMarathiintoEnglishbyJerry
Pinto, Varun ThomasMathew’s
TheBlackDwarvesoftheGoodLittle
Bay, Sonnet Mondal’s Karmic
Chanting, RochellePotkar’sPaper
Asylum, Bijoya Sawian’s Shadow
Men,andSudeepSen’sEroText.
Due to thepandemic, thean-

nouncement of the award, that
carries a prizemoney of $5,000
andaTagorestatuette,wasmade
inCopenhagen,Denmark.
This year’s Tagore Prize for

Social Achievement was con-
ferred on His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin SaidAl Said, the late
SultanofOman,andthepeopleof
Omanand Indiandancer-chore-
ographer,SandipSoparrkar.
Congratulatingtheawardees,

chairof theawardingcommittee
andfounderofthePrize,US-based
publisher Peter Bundalo, said,
“Thisyearhasbeenchallengingin
manyways for the entireworld.
The spirit of humanity, compas-
sion, empathywill lead us to a
newyearandhopefully,weshall
allmeet inNewDelhi in-person
forthenextawardceremony…”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

INDIAANDNepalonMondayre-
viewed the development of
cross-bordertradeinfrastructure
and discussed ways to boost
tradeandinvestment, including
thecreationofcross-bordereco-
nomiczones.
These issueswere discussed

duringavirtualmeetingofthebi-
lateral inter-governmental com-
mitteeontradeandtransit, seen
asanothersteptowardsthenor-
malisationoftiesthatwerehitby
aborderrowearlierthisyear.
Nepalhadindicateditsdesire

to reviewvarious issues related
to trade and transit arrange-
mentsduring ForeignSecretary
HarshVardhanShringla’svisitto
Kathmandu lastmonth.
Astatement fromthe Indian

embassyinKathmandusaidthe
meetingrevieweddevelopment
ofcross-bordertradeinfrastruc-
tureanddiscussedways topro-
mote investments, including a
new proposal on developing
cross-border economic zones
and holding a meeting of the
jointbusiness forum.
The two sides also reviewed

treatiesontradeandtransit.The
twocommercesecretariesnoted
that despite the Covid-19 pan-
demic, there was smooth and
unimpededmovementof trade.

PRABHARAGHAVAN&
ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
NEWDELHI,PUNE,DECEMBER7

INITSapplicationforemergency
useapproval,Hyderabad-head-
quarteredBharatBiotechhasin-
cluded interimdata fromearly-
tomid-stage human trials of its
vaccine candidate Covaxin,
sources said.
BharatBiotechsubmitted its

applicationtothedrugregulator
late on Monday evening, the
sourcessaid,becomingthethird
company after American
pharma giant Pfizer and Pune-
based Serum Institute of India
(SII) to seek emergency use au-
thorisation for its Covid-19 vac-
cinecandidate.
“This (BharatBiotech's) is an

application (under the category
of) issueof permission to either
import, manufacture a drug or
forgrantofclinicaltrialNOC(no-
objection certificate),” a person
close to the development told
The IndianExpress.
Separately, a different set of

sources told The IndianExpress
thatSIIhadcompletedtheappli-
cation process for its candidate
Covishield – a variant of the
University of Oxford-
AstraZenecacandidatethatSII is
manufacturing and testing un-
der licence in India – on
Saturday. SII submitted efficacy
data from the late stage human
trials of the AZD1222 vaccine
candidate in the United

Kingdom, and safety data from
the trials of the candidate that
areongoing in India.
Senior officials at the Indian

Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), the country's top bio-
medicalresearchbody,saidthat
a candidate intended for use in
India must submit data from
clinicaltrialsconductedinIndia.
However, the authorisation
committee of experts, while
consideringtheIndiandata,can
alsodrawconclusions basedon
data from international trials.
Approval can be granted given
theextraordinaryemergencyin
the country, experts told The
IndianExpress.
ThesourceclosetotheBharat

Biotech development said India
doesnothavespecificregulations
or permissions for emergency
use authorisation (EUA) – and
therefore,theportalunderwhich
these submissions aremade –
SUGAM–doesnot have anEUA
category. Thismeans that firms
have to seek regularmarket au-
thorisation,andasubjectexpert
committee looking into the ap-
plicationmay decide to allow
speedyaccesstothevaccinewith
certainrestrictions.
Thiswasalsothecase for the

requestsmade by Pfizer and SII
when they approached the
Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation(CDSCO),according
toaseniorgovernmentofficial.
“Aspromised,beforetheend

of 2020, @SerumInstIndia has
applied for emergency use au-
thorisationforthefirstmade-in-

India vaccine, COVISHIELD,” SII
CEOAdarPoonawallapostedon
Twitter onMonday. “This will
save countless lives, and I thank
theGovernmentof IndiaandSri
@narendramodi ji for their in-
valuable support.”
Whileitisunclearhoweffec-

tively Covaxinwill bring down
the number of symptomatic
Covid-19cases–giventhatitsef-
ficacyinformationisyettobere-
leased– it is likely that SII’s EUA
request for Covishieldmay give
India early access to a vaccine
withanefficacyofalittleover60
percent.Bycomparison,Pfizer’s
vaccinemayprovideover90per
centreductioninthenumberof
symptomatic Covid-19 cases,
trialdata suggest.
Preliminary findings of

AZD1222,onwhichCovishieldis
based,showedthecandidatepro-
videdaround90percentefficacy
if given in a two-dose regimen
where the first dosewasaround
half the strength of the second
dose. A senior government offi-
cial privy to SII’s application to
CDSCO said the firm has so far
only soughtmarketing approval
fortheregimenwherebothshots
of thevaccinewerefulldoses–a
regimen that had yielded only
around62percentefficacy.
BharatBiotech,whichiscur-

rently conductingphase3 trials
on over 25,000 participants
across the country, is expected
to complete the process by
February, according to a person
privytoprogressinthevaccine’s
testing.

SerumInstitute,BharatBiotechseekemergencyauthorisation

With data fromUK and
India, Covishield and
Covaxin go to regulator

SANDEEPASHAR
MUMBAI,DECEMBER7

THEMINISTERIALsub-commit-
tee setupbyMaharashtraChief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray to
look in issuesaffectingOBCs,on
Monday sought a caste-based
survey to determine budgetary
allocationsdependingonpopu-
lation, resumption of govern-
ment recruitment process and
special concessions for OBCs,
Vimukt JatiandNomadicTribes
(VJNT) and Special Backward
Classes (SBC) on the lines of
thoseextendedtotheMarathas.
Adelegationofministers,who

wereapartofthesub-committee,
MondayvisitedThackeray’s offi-
cial residence inMumbaiwith a
listof22demands.
EversincetheSupremeCourt

stayedMaratha reservation in
jobs and education on
September9,castetensionshave
flaredupinthestate.
On October 16, Thackeray

had appointed the committee

for recommending additional
welfaremeasures for the OBCs
afterannouncingspecialconces-
sions to theMarathas.
The committee, in its seven-

page report, called for the “im-
mediateresumption”ofrecruit-
mentprocess.
While an OBC census count

was last carried out in 1931, the
panel asked the CM towrite to
theCentre to recommence it.
Backingthedemandforapop-

ulation-basedbudget allocation,
the report demanded a 67 per
cent hike inOBC, VJNT, SBC de-
partment’s budget, arguing that
thecurrentallocationofRs3,000
crorewaswoefullyinadequate.

NCP’s
Chhagan
Bhujbal
headed
thepanel

MAHARASHTRAPANELSETUPTOLOOKAT ISSUESAFFECTINGOBCs

OBC ministers want caste-based
survey, proportionate budget outlay

AISHWARYAMOHANTY
BHUBANESWAR,DECEMBER7

INTHEfirstcorruptioncomplaint
referred by the Odisha govern-
ment to the Lokayukta after its
creation lastyear,ChiefMinister
Naveen Patnaik has forwarded
the allegation against Gopalpur
MLA Pradeep Panigrahy for in-
vestigation, the Chief Minister's
Officesaid inastatement.
Panigrahy was arrested on

December3forallegedinvolve-

ment ina jobscam.
He was expelled from BJD

days after the state Vigilance
Department arrested senior
Forest Service officer Abhay
Pathak andhis sonAkash for al-
legedly amassing assets dispro-

portionate to their income.
Panigrahy’s daughterwas set to
marry Akash thismonth, who
wasunderprobeforimpersonat-
ing a TataMotors executive and
allegedlycheatingpeople.
OppositionCongress andBJP

havealsodemandedPanigrahy's
expulsionfromtheAssembly.Ina
letter to theCM,Congresswork-
ers urged him to write to the
AssemblySpeakerforrevokinghis
membershipoftheHouseonthe
grounds that Panigrahyhas lost
credibilityafterhisarrest.

Pradeep
Panigrahy

Jha’s The City and
the Sea wins Tagore
Literary Prize

Body found near
MiG-29K crash
site, DNA test to
confirm if it’s
missing pilot’s

CSIR to hold
human trials of
drug that ‘blocks
transmission of
virus in 24 hrs’

Over 300 ill with
unknown disease
in Andhra’s
Eluru, Central
team to probe

Need to create molecular profiles of
all cancers in India: Harsh Vardhan
Pune: Health Minister Harsh
Vardhansaiditwasimportantto
create indigenous, open-source,
comprehensivedatabaseofmo-
lecular profiles of all cancers
prevalentinIndia.Addressingan

internationalgathering,themin-
ister said, “Diverse molecular
mechanisms...contributetocan-
cer... hence it isnecessary tobet-
ter understand the underlying
factors–patientbypatient.”ENS

New Delhi



ANANTHAKRISHNANG
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“HISTORICAL TRUTHSmust be
depictedwithoutinanywaydis-
closingorencouraginghatredor
enmity between different
classes or communities,” the
SupremeCourt saidonTuesday
in the context of discussing the
limits of free speech, andwhat
maytantamounttohatespeech,
while refusing to quash FIRs
against senior TV journalist
AmishDevgan.
The FIRs were filed against

Devgan for alleged remarks on
KhwajaMoinuddin Chishti in a
newsshowhehadanchored.
A bench of Justices A M

KhanwilkarandSanjeevKhanna,
however,grantedDevganinterim
protection fromarrest subject to
his joining investigation. It also
clubbedallFIRsagainsthimindif-
ferent states and transferred
themtoAjmer,wherethefirstFIR
in this connectionwas lodged.
The court asked Uttar Pradesh
andRajasthangovernmentstoas-
sessthreatperceptiontothepeti-
tioner and his familymembers,
and take appropriate steps, as

maybenecessary.
Elaborating on the point

about truthor true facts beinga
defence in cases of free speech,
Justice Khanna, writing for the
Bench,citedthetopcourt’s1970
ruling in K A Abbas vs Union of
India, whichwas about censor-
ship.Theordersaid that there is
no bar in showing carnage or
bloodshedwhichhavehistorical
value, and depiction of such
scenesastheransackofDelhiby
Nadir Shahmaybepermissible,
if handled delicately as apart of
anartisticportrayalofconfronta-
tion with Mohammed Shah
Rangila.
“The likelihood must be

judgedfromhealthyandreason-
able standard, therebyaccepting
theposition that historical truth
maybearelevantandimportant
factor. However, historical truth
mustbedepictedwithout inany
waydisclosingorencouragingha-
tredorenmitybetweendifferent
classes or communities,” the or-
derstated.
The court, which citedwrit-

ings of western academics on
what constitutes hate speech,
said that according to these,
“Speechshouldhavenoredeem-
ing purpose, whichmeans that
‘the speech primarily carries no
meaning other than hatred to-
wardsaparticular group’. This is
necessarily subjective and re-
quiresexaminationofgoodfaith
and goodmotives on the part of
thespeaker”.
The court also said “political

speech relating to government
policies requires greater protec-
tionforpreservationandpromo-
tionofdemocracy”.
Thebenchheld, “Dissentand

criticismof the elected govern-
ment’spolicy,whenpuissant,de-
ceptive or even false would be
ethicallywrong,butwouldnotin-
vite penal action... Government
shouldbeleftoutfromadjudicat-
ingwhat is true or false, goodor
bad, valid or invalid as these as-
pectsshouldbe left foropendis-
cussioninpublicdomain.”
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GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
Executive Engineer, Central Mumbai Electrical Division,

P.W.D., Sawali Building Ganpat Jadhav Marg, Worli, Mumbai-400 018.
e-mail : elecentralmumbai.ee@mahapwd.com Tel. No. : 022-24924349

Short E-Tender Notice No. 10/2020-21
ONLINE Percentage rates tenders in ''B-1'' form are invited by the Executive Engineer,

Central Mumbai Electrical Division, P.W.D., Worli, Mumbai for the following work from
Electrical Licence Holder Contractor. B-1 e-Tender document can be downloaded from
the e-Tendering portal of P.W.D., Government of Maharashtra
http://mahatenders.gov.in, The Executive Engineer, CMED, Worli, Mumbai reserves
right to accept or reject any tender. The conditional tender will not be accepted.

1. Contractor should quote price excluding G.S.T. G.S.T. upto 12% will be paid Extra.
2. Download/ Sale Period : Date 09.12.2020 to 23.12.2020 up to 05.30 pm.
3. Pre-Bid Meeting Date : 15.12.2020 at office of The Chief Engineer (Electrical) PWD

Mumbai.
4. Bid Opening Date : 28.12.2020 after 11.00 am. Superintending Engineer (Electrical)

Pune Regional Elect. Circle P.W.D. Pune.
5. All information about E-Tender is available on following web site

http://mahatenders.gov.in
6. If there will be change in E-Tender Notice, it will be informed on above web site and

on Notice Board.
Sd/-

EE/CMED/TC/ 2020 Executive Engineer
Date : Central Mumbai Electrical Division
DGIPR/2020-2021/C-1397 P.W.D. Worli, Mumbai

Sr.No. Name of work Tender Amount

1

Est. No. 9029/2020-21 Providing replacement of Lift No. 10,
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 (13 Passangers) with 10 Passenger Lift
G+9 floors damaged in fire occured on 17th February 2020 at
GST Bhavan Building, Mazgaon, Mumbai.

Rs. 28513930/-

SPECIAL BRANCH
POLICE HEADQUARTER, M.P., BHOPAL

NO. SB/Store/2020-25(511), Bhopal, Dated 01.12.2020
“ONLINE E-TENDER NOTICE”

e-Tender are invited by Assistant Inspector General of Police, Special Branch (G) M.P.,
Bhopal on behalf of DGP MP Bhopal for the following item on website
https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app:-

1. Cost of tender document (Tender Fee) is non refundable and cannot be exempted in
any condition & must submit online through website
https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app.

2. Tender document can be download from the website of MP Police
(www.mppolice.gov.in)

3. Bids shall be submitted online only at MP Tenders website:
https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

4. Tender Schedule:

S.
No.

Name of Item(s) Qty. Tender
Fees (Rs.)

EMD
(Rs.)

Tender
No.

Paid Online Through
mptender.gov.in

1. Drone (UAV) 20 5,000/- 1,00,000/- 1st Tender
2. High End Server 2 2,000/- 35,000/- 1st Tender

3. Automatic Thermal Body Temperature
System

3 2,000/- 45,000/- 1st Tender

4. Drone /RPAS (Remotely Piloted
Aircraft System)

1 2,000/- 40,000/- 1st Tender

5. Night Vision Device 20 10,000/- 2,00,000/- 2nd Tender

6. Social Media Labs 8 15,000/- 7,00,000/- 2nd Tender
7. Thermal Camera 12 5,000/- 60,000/- 2nd Tender
8. 4K Ultra Handy cam Video Camera 5 2,000/- 14,000/- 2nd Tender

9. Mobile Digital Evidence Extraction and
Analyzing Tool Kit

1 2,000/- 50,000/- 3rd Tender

10. Server Monitoring & Accesss Control
Solution

1 5,000/- 1,25,000/- 3rd Tender

No. Tender Activity Date & Time
i Submission of written queries- through e-mail:

sec24-sb@mppolice.gov.in
08.12.2020 up to 1700 hrs.

ii Pre Bid Meeting along with written queries 09-10/12/2020 at 1200 hrs.

iii Bid Submission Start Date 17/12/2020 at 1000 hrs.

iv Last date of online e-Tender submission 23/12/2020 up to 1700 hrs.

v Bid will be opened on 24/12/2020 up to 1700 hrs.

vi Demonstration from 29, 30, 31/12/2020 at 1200 hrs.

Sd/-
A.I.G. of Police

Special Branch (G) M.P. Bhopal
G-16161/20 Tel. No. 0755-2443654

Qû ¦fªf IYe QcSXe, ¸ffÀIY W`X ªføYSXe, ªf¶f °fIY IYûSXû³ff IYe Q½ffBÊ ³fWXeÔ, °f¶f °fIY dPX»ffBÊ ³fWXeÔÜ

PRESS NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER NO.
04/EE/LTV/PWD/M/2020-21 Dated 01.12.2020

The Executive Engineer, PWD(R&B) LTV Division,
Manu, Dhalai, invites on behalf of the ‘Governor of
Tripura’ percentage rate e-tender from the Central &
State public sector/ undertaking/enterprise and eligible
Bidders/ Firms/Agencies of appropriate class registered
with PWD/TTAADC/MES/CPWD/Railway/Other State
PWD up to 3.00 P.M. on 24.12.2020 for the following
work-
1. DNIT No. CE(Buildings)/PWD/DNIT/ACE/Project Unit
09/2020/-21, E/C:- ` 2,39,21,626.00 E/M:- `

2,39,216.00 Time for completion- 12 (twelve) months.
(2nd CALL) Pre-Bid Conference: Date: 21.12.2020
Time:- 11.00AM. Website// www.tripuratenders.gov.in

Sd/-
(Er. P. Debbarma)

Executive Engineer
L.T Valley Division. PWD (R&B)

ICA-C-2345/20 Manu Dhalai, Tripura

IYF¹FFÊÕX¹F Ad²FâXF°FF
¾FFÀFIYe¹F d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F,
Ad¸¶FIYF´FbSX, ÀFSX¦FbªFF (LX.¦F.)

Phone No. 07774-297800 Email:-deanmedicalcollegesurguja@gmail.com
IiY¸FFaIY:/5188/IiY¹F/¾FFd¨F¸F/2020 Ad¸¶FIYF´FbSX, dQ³FFaIY: 05/12/2020

¾FFÀFIYe¹F d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F, Ad¸¶FIYF´FbSX, ÀFSX¦FbªFF (LX.¦F.) IYe AûSX ÀFZ
´FbÀ°FIY E½Fa d³F¹F°FIYFdÕXIY ´FdÂFIYFEG (¾Fû²F. ´FdÂFIYF) IZY ´FiIYF¾FIY A±F½FF CX³FIZY
Ad²FIÈY°F d½FIiZY°FFAû ÀFZ ´FbÀ°FIY E½Fa d³F¹F°FIYFdÕXIY ´FdÂFIYFEG (¾Fû²F ´FdÂFIYF) ´FiQF³F IYSX³FZ
WZX°Fb ¸FbWXSX¶FaQ d³Fd½FQF AF¸FadÂF°F IYe ªFF°Fe W`XÜ d³Fd½FQF IYe ¾F°FZÊ, d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF E½Fa A³¹F
QÀ°FF½FZªFûÔ IZY ÀFa¶Fa²F ¸FZÔ d½FÀ°FÈ°F d½F½FSX¯F WZX°Fb ¾FFÀFIYe¹F d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F
Ad¸¶FIYF´FbSX, ÀFSX¦FbªFF LX.¦F. IZY ½FZ¶FÀFFBÊMX http://www.gmcambikapur.co.in/
¸FZÔ A½FÕXûIY³F E½Fa OXFCX³FÕXûOX dIY¹FF ªFF ÀFIY°FF W`XÜ
d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF ªF¸FF IYSX³FZ IYe - 08/01/2021 ÀF¸F¹F
Aad°F¸F d°Fd±F Qû´FWXSX 3 ¶FªFZ °FIYÜ
d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF JûÕX³FZ IYe d°Fd±F - 08/01/2021 ÀF¸F¹F- ÀFa²¹FF 4 ¶FªFZÜ
d³Fd½FQF ´Fi´FÂF JûÕX³FZ IYF À±FF³F - ¾FFÀFIYe¹F d¨FdIY°ÀFF ¸FWXFd½FôFFÕX¹F,

Ad¸¶FIYF´FbSX, ÀFSX¦FbªFF (LX.¦F.)
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Tel. Ph.: 0291-2636390 Email: superintendentmgh@gmail.com
No. S/MGH/Ju/2020-21/2020-28 Dated:- 01.12.2020

E-TENDER NOTICE NO 7 / 2020-21 NIB-SMC
Bids for vehicle parking contract, rate contract of biomedical waste collection items
& rate contract of various investigation items are invited from interested bidders.
Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement portal
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in , http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in of the state website.
UBN No. SMC2021SLOB00273
UBN No. SMC2021GLRC00274
UBN No. SMC2021GLRC00275

DIPR/C/9369/2020

Sd/-
Superintendent,

Associated Group of Hospitals,
Jodhpur.
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ARRESTED IN the Elgaar Parish-
ad case, activist GautamNavla-
kha, who has been lodged at
TalojaCentralJailinNaviMumb-
ai for the last eightmonths, has
said that his spectacles were
stolenlastmonthandtheprison
authorities have refused to ac-
ceptaparcel thathadarrivedby
postcontaininghisnewglasses.
In a recent communication

withhisfamily,Navlakhahassaid
that he is in “acutedistress” and

unabletosee.Hispartner,Sahba
Husain, on Monday said that
while she has got a newpair of
glassesmade and sent it to the
jail, the prison authorities have
refused to accept the parcel –
sent fromDelhi onDecember 3
– when it arrived by post.
Navlakha will turn 69 on
December22.
AstatementissuedbyHusain

said that Navlakha's spectacles
were stolen onNovember 27. It
added thatwithout his glasses,
“he (Navlakha) is close to blind”
andyethewasnotpermitted to
callhomefora replacementun-
til threedays later.
“The jail authoritieswere in-

formedthatGautamwasalmost
blindwithoutthespectaclesand
thatapairwouldbearrivingany
dayandtoensurethattheparcel
is accepted and not returned. In
spiteofthis,thejailrefusedtoac-
cepttheparcelwhenitarrivedby
post,” thestatementsaid.
“Duringthevideocall, Icould

see him squinting. I asked him

where his glasseswere. He said
theyhadbeen stolen three days
earlier but he had been told to
wait for his turn to call home,”
HusaintoldThe IndianExpress.
Jail authorities claimed that

they had informedHusain that
courier parcels will not be ac-
ceptedandthespectacles could
be sent physically through
someone.“Wehavealsooffered
to get the spectaclesmadehere
but receivednoresponse.There
isariskinallowingparcelsinside
the jail. Wewill accept them if
they are deliveredphysically by
someone known to him,” a jail
official said.

Alwar: 3 booked for
transporting bull for
slaughter, 4 for assault
DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,DECEMBER7

A26-YEAR-OLDmanwhowasallegedlytransport-
ing a bull was assaulted by amob in Rajasthan’s
Alwardistrict,policeofficerssaid.
According to the police, theman, identified as

Hansar (26), has said in his statement that he and
two others wanted to sell the bull for slaughter.
Police have bookedHansar and two others under
sections 5,8,9 of the Rajasthan Bovine Animal
(Prohibitionof Slaughter andRegulationof Temp-
oraryMigrationor Export)Act, 1995, said theoffi-
cers.
The police said an FIR has also been registered

in connectionwith the assault after videos of the
incidentwentviral.
“WereceivedinformationonSaturdaythatthree

peoplewere transporting abull for thepurposeof
slaughter.Whenwereachedthespot, twoof them
escapedwhile onepersonwas caughtbyvillagers
who handed himover to the police. During ques-
tioning, he said the three of themwere taking the
bull away to sell it for slaughter,” said Dara Singh,
SHO,Khairthalpolicestation.
“Hansar didn’t tell us anything about being as-

saultedbefore thevideoswentviral. Familymem-
bersofHansarallegedthathewasbeatenup.After
weverified theallegation, anFIRwas lodged. Four
peoplenamedintheFIR,whoareseeninthevideos,
havebeenarrestedunderSection151ofCrPC.They
havebeenidentifiedasSatnamSingh,PratapSingh,
HarpalSinghandPappuRam.Hansar’sconditionis
fine,”hesaid.
TheSHOsaidthosebookedforallegedlyassault-

ingHansar have been charged under IPC sections
323(punishmentforvoluntarilycausinghurt),341
(wrongful restraint), 342 (wrongful confinement)
and143(unlawfulassembly).

Gautam
Navlakha

ELGAARPARISHADCASE

Navlakha says glasses stolen; replacement
sent through post not allowed inside jail

TOPCOURTREFUSESTOQUASHFIRsAGAINSTJOURNALISTAMISHDEVGAN

SC: Historical truths must be depicted
without encouraging hatred or enmity

Study: Growing
influence of
monsoon in
Ladakh-Karakoram

ANJALIMARAR
PUNE,DECEMBER7

The Ladakh-Karakoram region
hasseenanincrease inrecurrent
flash floods in recent centuries
whichhavebeentriggeredbythe
growing influence of the Indian
SummerMonsoonoverthearea,
a studyhas found.
The international research

groupreconstructedclimatevari-
ability observed over the region
during the last 4,000 years and
haveidentifiedfivemajorclimatic
shifts, all of which have influ-
enced the flora and fauna of this
Himalayanprovince.
“Earlier, the region's precipi-

tationwasdominatedmostly by
western disturbances. In recent
centuries,duetothestrengthen-
ingofmonsoonpenetrationover
this trans-Himalayan region,
monsoon became an additional
source causing precipitation,
here,"BinitaPhartiyalfromBirbal
SahniInstituteofPalaeosciences,
Lucknow,who is the leadauthor
of the study, told The Indian
Express.
Led by Phartiyal, alongwith

scientistsfromAgharkarResearch
Institute (ARI), Pune and the
InstituteofTibetanPlateauResea-
rch, Beijing, the studyhas identi-
fiedtheperiodwhenthemonsoon
influence started showingdomi-
nance over this cold desert. This
has been earmarked sometime
around2,640yearsBeforePresent
(BP), theresearchsuggests.
Thework included the study

ofphysical, chemicalandbiolog-
icalproxiescollectedfromglacial
lakes approximately 4,100 years
old,with168cmdeeppitsdugat
various locations.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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AASHISHARYAN&PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

MUMBAI-BASEDWhiteHatJrhasbeeninthe
news for the past several months over al-
legedly stifling free speech andmisleading
customers. Inaddition, thestartup—which
was acquired by education tech company
Byju’searlierthisyearfor$300million—has
found itself in the centre of a debate on the
rightageforchildrentostartlearningtocode.

Whyis learningtocodeabigdeal?
At the turn of this century, when ex-

tremely affordable computers made their
wayintotechnicalandengineeringcolleges
acrossthecountry,Indiawasabletoproduce
a huge armyof coders andprogrammers—
essentially people who could create com-
puter software.
As computing devices have taken over

every aspect of life, the need for good pro-
grammers and coders has been increasing
relentlessly—and calls to teach coding and
programming to young students have got
louder.Inrecentyears,platformsandcompa-
nieshavestartedtoclaimthatkidsasyoung
asthoseinelementaryschoolmustbeginto
learncoding.

Andhowdidthecall tostart teaching
codetochildreninelementaryschool
comeabout?
Since the advent of computers and the

arrival of computer coding as the next big
thing, leaders of technology companies
aroundtheworldhavepushedforcodingto
be includedasa subject inmiddleorhigher
secondary school for studentswhomay be
interested to learn.
In 2018,Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates

wroteinablogpostthateveryonecouldben-
efitfromlearningthebasicsofcomputersci-
ence. According to Gates, coding, which he
taughthimselfandfell inlovewithattheage
of13, ledhimtoaskquestionsabouthowto
achievetasks,andfindanswerstoquestions.
“Thequestionsitteachesyoutoask—How

doyouaccomplishatask?Canyoufindapat-
tern?Whatdatadoyouneed?—areusefulno
matterwhereyougoinlife,”Gateswrote.
Leadersof several other techcompanies

agreed.Theidea,mostsaid,wastomakecod-
ing as simple andaccessible as the “mother
tongue” for young children. Gates subse-
quently namedonline classes such asKhan
AcademyandCode.org,whichhesaidhelped
to break down the complexities of coding
intosimpler ideas.

Whatdothecriticsof code-learningat
anearlyagesay?
Theprimarycontentionagainstlearning

tocodeataveryyoungage is that someage
groups, which are being targeted by plat-
forms, are being pushed into it even before
they havemastered themathematical and
technological fundamentals.
Ametaphorthatisoftenusedisthatchil-

drenarebeingmadetorideabicyclebefore
theyhave even learnt towalk. Software en-
gineerPradeepPoonia,30,avocalcriticwho
hasbecomeaprominentvoiceinthedebate,
says: “There’sa reasonwhyinmathematics
additionistaughtfirst,thensubtraction,then
multiplication,andthendivision.It isneces-
sarytolearnseveralelementsofmathemat-
icsandlogical thinkingbeforeonecancode.
[Whatmanyof theonlineplatformsaredo-
ingthesedays]islikesomeoneteachingyou
to draw a car under the pretext of making
you learnhowtobuildacar.”

Whoteachescode-learning inIndia?
Enthusiastic entrepreneurs introduced

onlineeducationtechnologyplatformsalong
the lines of Khan Academy and Code.org in
India. Though their introductionwent rela-
tively unnoticed initially, several questions
havesincebeenraisedaroundthemethods

andmarketingstrategiesadoptedbymanyof
theseplatforms.
One such platform,WhiteHat Jr espe-

cially,hasbeenrockedbycriticism—allega-
tionsagainstthecompanyhaveincludedag-
gressivemarketing bordering on unethical
practices,harassmentof teachersandyoung
children,aswellasofparentsofkidsenrolled
in theonlinecodingclasses.
While WhiteHat Jr is the best known

among platforms that teach coding to chil-
dren, there are several others, including
Coding Ninjas, Coding Blocks, Camp K12,
Codementor, etc.

WhyisWhiteHat Jr inthenews?
WhiteHatJrsaysitprovidescodingtutori-

als to childrenbetween the ages of 6 and18,
through usingwhat it says are innovative
methodstokeepthemengagedandinterested.
The platform claims to have developed

programmingcoursesthatallow“kids,teens,
andyoungadults to learnhowtocodeat all
ageswithpropercodingclasses”.
Criticshave,however,disputedtheclaims

made in the advertisements run by
WhiteHat Jr, and raised questions about
claimsthat itsstudents landedplush jobsat
major software companies such as Google
andApple.Thecompany'ssocialmediapol-

icy, as part of which it allegedly took down
anyposts thatwere critical ofWhiteHat Jr’s
curriculum, teachingmethodology, or its
teachers,hasalso facedseverecriticism.
Aftercritics suchasPooniaandangel in-

vestor AniruddhaMalpani posted negative
reviews of the programming courses and
teachers,WhiteHatJrfirstapproachedsocial
mediaplatformsclaimingallegedcopyrights
violations,andsubsequentlyfiledadefama-
tionsuit inDelhiHighCourt.
Pooniahasclaimedthat17videosposted

byhimonYouTube, twoYouTubechannels
run by him, two Reddit accounts, one
Twitter handle, one Quora account, three
LinkedInarticles,andoneLinkedInaccount
have been temporarily or permanently
takendownasaresultofWhiteHatJr’scom-
plaints to theseplatforms.
Thecompany,foritspart,hasmaintained

that it is “underadeeptargetedattackfrom
anorganisedgroup,whichincludedfalseal-
legations and unauthorised images and
videos being posted”. However, some
WhiteHatJrexecutives, includingCEOKaran
Bajaj himself, have conceded havingmade
“mistakes”.
“We’vemademistakes while growing

up. Ourmarketing campaignswere poorly
designed, which we changed. Legitimate,

honest fact-based criticism is truly wel-
come…,” Bajaj wrote in a post on the jobs
portal LinkedIn.

SowhathashappenedintheHigh
Court?
On November 24, the court directed

Poonia to refrain from posting about
WhiteHat Jr until the next date of hearing.
The court also asked him not to download
the instruction set or curriculum of
WhiteHat Jr, and distribute it, as “the same
causes financial loss” to thecompany.
Pooniahasalsobeendirectednottohack

intooraccessany internalchatsof thecom-
pany, or to post company conversations on
hisYouTubechannel.Hemustnot,until the
next date of hearing, make any comments
on the number of teachers or the quality of
teachers at WhiteHat Jr, or use the name
WhiteHatSr,aplayonthecompany'sname,
forhisYouTubechannel.
Following the Delhi High Court order,

Poonia has taken down all the tweets and
videosthatwerecriticalofWhiteHatJr.Asof
date, his account on Twitter stands sus-
pended, which has once inflamed all over
again the debate on the socialmedia com-
pany'shandlingofcomplaintsbycompanies
against individuals.

SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

Asambitiousparentsnudgedbytecheducationcompaniespushtheirchildrentostartyoungwithlearningprogramming,criticsraiseredflags,thekey
contentionbeingthatitisbeingtaughttooearlyforsome.SomeofthequestionsbeingraisedarepartofanongoingdefamationcaseinDelhiHighCourt.
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HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER7

INTHEongoingfarmers’agitation,theNDA
government has indicated that it will not
accept the demand by farm unions to re-
peal the three laws at the heart of the
protests.Duringitspreviousterm,thegov-
ernment had withdrawn a contentious
Ordinance in view of stiff opposition dur-
ing itsprevious term.

WhatwasthatOrdinance?
Withinmonths of coming to power in

May2014, theNarendraModigovernment
promulgated an Ordinance to amend the
Right to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Acquisition,
Rehabilitation and Resettlement (RFCT-
LARR)Act,2013,whichwasenactedduring

theUPA regime and came into effect from
January 1, 2014. The new law replaced the
LandAcquisitionAct,1894,whichhadbeen
in force foroveracentury.
OnDecember31,2014,exactlyoneyear

after thenewlawhadcome intoeffect, the
governmentsoughttoamenditbypromul-
gating the RFCTLARR (Amendment)
Ordinance,2014.
ThroughtheOrdinance,thegovernment

attempted tomake several changes in the
2013Act. These included empowering the
government to exempt five categories of
projects—nationalsecurity,ruralinfrastruc-
ture,affordablehousing,industrialcorridors,
andinfrastructureandsocial infrastructure
projects—fromtherequirementsof“deter-
mination of social impact and public pur-
pose”, and “special provision to safeguard
food security”. Besides, it also exempted
these categories of projects from the “con-

sent”clauseprovidedundersub-section(2)
ofsection2(FairCompensation)inthenew
LandAcquisitionAct.

Whatwasthejourneyof the
Ordinance?
It facedwidespreadprotests.When the

governmentintroducedaBilltoreplacethe
Ordinance in Lok Sabha
onFebruary24, 2015, the
Opposition attacked it
over the proposed
changesintheAct.TheBill
was passed in Lok Sabha
onMarch 10 that year, but it failed to clear
Rajya Sabha. Although a notice formotion
forconsiderationandpassingoftheBillwas
given in Rajya Sabha onMarch 13, it could
not be taken up for consideration as the
HousewasproroguedonMarch28.
WhentheBillagainfailedtogetapproval

of Parliament during the first leg of that
year’s Budget Session, the government
promulgated it again as the RFCTLARR
(Amendment)Ordinance,2015onApril3.
Meanwhile, the Opposition continued

its protests outside and inside Parliament.
Congress leaderRahulGandhiattackedthe
governmentinLokSabhaonApril20,2015.

Making an intervention
duringadiscussiononthe
agrariansituation,hesaid:
“…yourgovernmentisig-
noring the problems of
farmers and does not lis-

ten to the voice of workers. Your govern-
ment is the government of industrialists…
Your government is a government of big
people.Suit-bootkisarkarhai.Weallunder-
standthat…Ononehandyouareweaken-
ing farmers and labourers, andwhen they
are able to stand on their feet, youwill hit

themwiththeaxeofyourOrdinance.”
In the second legof theBudget Session,

theBillwasreferredtoaJointParliamentary
Committeeforexamination.OnMay30,the
governmentreissuedtheOrdinance,asthe
RFCTLARR (Amendment) Second
Ordinance,2015.

Howwasiteventuallywithdrawn?
Amid continuing anger against the

amendment, Prime Minister Modi an-
nounced the decision to withdraw the
Ordinance inhisMannKi Baatprogramme
broadcastonAugust31,2015.“Ihavealways
saidthatthegovernmentisopentoallviews
and suggestions on the issue of Land
AcquisitionAct, onwhichadebate is going
on. I have reiterated again and again that I
amopentoanysuggestionintheinterestof
the farmers. But today, Iwant to tell allmy
farmerbrothersandsistersthattherequest

to reform the ‘Land Acquisition Act’ was
raisedbythestatesveryemphatically...And
hence this reformed proposal was intro-
duced,”Modisaid.
“But I sawhowthe farmerswerebeing

misledandafearpsychosiscreated.Mydear
farmers,youshouldnotbemisledanddef-
initelyneverbescared.AndIdonotwishto
giveanyonetheopportunitytomisleadyou
andscareyou. Forme,everysinglevoice in
thenationisimportantbutmostimportant
tome is thevoiceof the farmer.Wehad is-
sued an ordinance. Tomorrow, on August
31st the deadline for this ordinance ends. I
have decided that let this ordinance be
lapsed,”hesaid.
The Joint Committee of Parliament,

headedbyBJPmemberSSAhluwalia,held
severalmeetingstodiscusstheamendment
Bill.Eventually, theBill lapsedwiththedis-
solutionof the16thLokSabha.
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In criticism & lawsuit, debate over coding for kids

SHINYVARGHESE
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER7

RAMNAGARFORESTDivisioninNainitaldis-
trict,Uttarakhand,recentlybuilt its firsteco-
bridge for reptiles and smallermammals.
Whatarethese,andwhyaretheyimportant?

Whyeco-bridgesmatter
Eco-ductsoreco-bridgesaimtoenhance

wildlifeconnectivitythatcanbedisruptedbe-
cause of highways or logging. These include
canopybridges (usually formonkeys, squir-
relsandotherarborealspecies);concreteun-
derpasses or overpass tunnels or viaducts
(usually for larger animals); and amphibian
tunnelsorculverts.Usually thesebridgesare
overlaidwithplantingfromtheareatogiveit
acontiguouslookwiththelandscape.
A 2020 study by theWildlife Institute of

India (WII) noted that nearly 50,000 kmof
road projects have been identified for con-
struction in India over the next five to six
years, whilemany highways are being up-
graded to four lanes. The National Tiger
ConservationAuthority,NewDelhi,hadiden-
tified threemajor sites that were cutting

across animal corridors, includingNational
Highway 37 through the Kaziranga-Karbi
Anglong landscape in Assam, and State
Highway 33 through the Nagarhole Tiger
Reserve inKarnataka.
On the Kaladhungi-Nainital Highway,

Chandra Sekhar Joshi, Ramnagar Divisional
ForestOfficer, supervisedthebuildingof the
new 90-foot eco-bridge. “We foundmany
roadkills on this route, especially of reptiles
such as themonitor lizard. The bridge is an
awareness-buildingmechanismforthisvery
congested tourist route,” he said. “… The
bridgewasawaytoseehowwecanpreserve
theecosystemnecessaryforreptilesthatfeed
on insects, for snakes that feed on reptiles,
andforeagles that feedonsnakes.”

What builders look at
Bilal Habib, Head, Animal Ecology and

ConservationBiology,WII,saidtherearetwo
important aspects of building eco-bridges –
size and location. “When you see a roadkill,
you imagine that the animal has died there
and so youplace a bridge there. However…
thismaynotbetheonly indicator.Oftenyou
don’t see collisions because the road has al-
readybecomeawallforanimalsinthatarea.

For instance,when highways are upgraded
fromtwolanestofourlanes,youstopseeing
roadkills. Itdoesn’tmeanitbecomesagreen
highway... It’s important therefore tounder-
standwhattheanimalhabitatsareinthearea,
topography, disturbance types, road length
anditscurvature,”hesaid.
Thespananddistributionof eco-bridges

should depend on animalmovement pat-
terns. “The bigger bridgeswill see sambar,
spotted deer, nilgai, wild pig using them,
whilefortigersorleopards,ifthebridgeis5m
or 500m, it doesn’t bother them. But some
animals like the barking deer, which prefer
closedhabitats,needsmallerbridges,”Habib
said.

The challenges
SeniorscientistDivyaMudappaofNature

Conservation Foundation,working in Tamil
Nadu’s Anamalai Hills, built canopy bridges
for lion-tailedmacaquesandNilgiri langurs.
“In 2008,webuilt six bridges across a 3-km
stretchwhere these arboreal animals could
move freely without being run over. Our
smallest bridge was about 10m and the
longestwasabout25m.Thesehavebeenvery
successfulwiththemonkeystakingtothem

pretty fast,” shesaid.
Habibrecountedhisteam’sobservations

onNH44,whichintersectsKanha-Penchand
Pench-Navegaon-Nagzira corridors in vari-
ous sections.With five animal underpasses
and fourminor bridges on the 6.6-km road
within the forests, it’s one of India’s success
stories.Theycapturednearly18species that
usedtheseunderpasses,includingtiger,leop-
ard,andgoldenjackal.
“Wehavea750mlongbridgehere,possi-

bly the world’s largest underpass. Most
speciesuse this.However,we found that on
our 50mbridge, sloth bears and female nil-
gais don’t travel… In this 750mbridge, the
sloth bear took two years to cross, thewolf
andthepangolintookless thanayear,while
thespotteddeerandjunglecatbarelytooka
month,”hesaid.
Oneof thelargestunderpasses–1.4km–

foranimalconservationisIndiaisbeingbuilt
along the Madhya Pradesh-Maharashtra
border, he said.Otherproposals include the
Chennai-BangaloreNationalHighway,inthe
Hosur-Krishnagiri segment, near reserve
forests for elephant crossings, and in the
Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve in
Chandrapur,Maharashtra.

Building bridges in the forest, to help wildlife
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Note: TheDec6 figure in this graph isbasedon thegovernmentupdateonDec7

In previous term,whenNDAgovtwithdrewanOrdinance amid protests
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MORE THAN two
months of sustained
decline in daily detec-
tion of new cases of
coronavirus infection
has meant that there
are less than 4 lakh ac-
tivecasesof thedisease
now, a level that was
last seen as far back as
July.AsonSunday,there
were 3.96 lakh known
activecasesinthecountry,downfrom
the peak of 10.17 lakh reached in the
thirdweekof September.
It’s now exactly onemonth since

the last timemore than 50,000 cases
weredetectedinaday.OnSunday,less
than33,000caseswerereportedfrom
across the country, taking the total
number of people infected so far to
over96.77lakh.
Sundaywasalsothefirsttimesince

earlyJulythatlessthan400deathswere
reported in a day.More than 1.4 lakh

Covid deaths have been
reportedinIndiasofar.
Theminorreboundin

thedailynewcasesseen
in the last week of
Novemberseemstohave
halted, at least for the
time being. For more
than a week now, the
daily number has re-
mained below 40,000
andlessthanthenumber

ofpeoplewhoaredeclaredtohavere-
coveredeveryday.
Rajasthan,Madhya Pradesh, and

Gujarat,wherenumbershadrisensig-
nificantly in the second half of
November,havebeenrecordingaslow
decline indailynumbers.The lastone
weekhas also seen the re-emergence
ofKeralaasthetopmostcontributorof
newcasesinthecountry.Thisislargely
due to the fact thatDelhihas showna
considerabledeclineduringthisperiod.

AMITABHSINHA

CORONAVIRUS
COUNT

For the first time since July,
active cases below 4 lakh

Clockwise fromabove left:Amacaquecrossesacanopybridge inarainforestonValparaiplateau inAnamalaiHills, TamilNadu; theneweco-bridgebuilt forreptiles in
Ramnagar,Uttarakhand;andaRoyalBengal tigerusesoneof severalunderpassesalongNationalHighway44.

GaneshRaghunathan,NationalConservationFoundation

BilalHabib,WII–NTCAroadproject

ChandraSekhar Joshi, RamnagarDivisional ForestOfficer

ANOTHERLAW
ANOTHERTIME
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TRUST THE IIMS
Bydangling threatof inquiry, educationministryslidesback

intomicro-management.PMOmuststep in,again

T
HEGOVERNMENTDOESN’Tseemtobeabletokeepitshandsoff theIndian
InstitutesofManagement(IIMs).Asthisnewspaperhasreported,themin-
istry of education is considering a proposal thatwill empower it to initi-
atean inquiryagainst theboardof governors (BOG)of anyof the20 IIMs,
if it is foundtoviolatethe IIMAct.Theheadsof the institutesarealarmed,

rightfully so, at this clearmove toencroachon theautonomyguaranteed to the IIMsal-
most three years ago by the very sameAct. Themost recent standoff between the gov-
ernmentand the IIMs involves itsone-yearprogramme.The IIMscall it anMBAdegree,
as is theglobal norm inmanybusiness schools. But themightyUGCrulebook saysonly
two-yearprogrammesdeserve that term.This illustrates thekindof tussleover triviali-
ties thatbureaucratic systemsexpendenergieson, almostby reflex.
This tug-of-warhasplayedoutbefore. In2015, theministryunderSmriti Iraniwas in-

volvedinatusslewiththePrimeMinister’sOffice(PMO)onthematterofgovernmentrole
intheelite institutions.Atthetime,thePMOhadpushedbackagainsttheministry’splans
togiveitselfsweepingpowersovertheIIMs,andunderlinedtheneedforautonomyonvar-
iousfronts,fromscrappingthePresident’sroleas“visitor”oftheIIMstothecompositionof
theboardandregulationofthefeestructure.Thankfully,thePMO’sviewsprevailed.In2016,
almostayearlaterandwithanewminister,PrakashJavadekar,incharge,anewdraftofthe
lawgavewidepowerstotheIIMs,withaninternalsystemofchecksandbalances.
The currentmove threatens to undo that detente and slide back into centralmicro-

management for goals that remainextremelyunclear. ThePMhas championed theau-
tonomyof the IIMs, a systemwhichhasproved itsmettleoverandoveragain. TheNew
Education Policy (NEP 2020), too, envisages greater freedom for institutions of higher
learning. Neither of those objectives aremet by this attempted change in law. Indeed,
danglingthethreatof an inquiryover IIMboards leaves littleabout theministry’s inten-
tionstotheimagination.Italsodepictsasuspicionofdecentralisationcharacteristicofall
BigGovernment,andsignals itspatronisingcertainty thatonly“sarkarknowsbest”. It is
preciselythisattitudethat,overdecadesandoverseveralgovernments,hascrampedthe
creativity of institutes of higher learning.Of all humanendeavour, learning andknowl-
edge,especially,arecontingentoninstitutionalfreedoms.It isnotsomethingthatshould
begrantedasafavourbyapatricianstateto“deserving”B-schoolsofexcellence,butpro-
moted inalleducational institutions. In thisnewflashpoint, thePMOmuststep inagain
and convince theministry of education to trust the IIMs and back off from a pointless
wrangle.Asan IIMdirector told thisnewspaper, learn to trust theBoardplease, thegov-
ernment isn’t theonly responsibleagency in thecountry.

IN THE OPEN
Whengrantingemergencyapproval toanti-Covidvaccines,

India’sdrugregulatormustensure transparency

W
ITHPHASE3trialsfortheanti-COVID-19vaccinesenteringthelast
lapinseveralpartsoftheworld,theballisnowinthecourtofna-
tional regulators to fast-track approval procedures that used to
take years in the past. The UK’s Medicines and Healthcare
RegulatoryAuthority(MHRA)lastweekwasthefirsttotakethe

emergencyuseapproval(EUA)routetosanctionuseofthevaccinedevelopedbythepharma
giant Pfizer andGerman firmBioNTech. Pfizer hasnowapproached theDrugsController
General of India (DCGI) for a similar approval to use its vaccine candidate in the country.
ThePune-basedSerumInstitute,theIndiancollaboratorofthevaccinedevelopedbyOxford
University andAstraZeneca, has also sought an EUA from the country’s drug regulator.
However, unlike “Section174”of theUK’sHumanMedicinesRegulationsor theUS’sEUA
guidelines,India’sdrugregulationsdonothaveclearlydefinedprovisionsforemergencyap-
provals.Theonusis,therefore,ontheDCGItoensurethatthecompressedproceduredoes-
n’tcompromiseonsafetythresholdsandisscrupulouslytransparentateverystage.
Duringthepandemic,theDCGIhasgivenemergencyapprovalstodrugssuchasremde-

sivir. However, thesemedicineswere not new introductions to the pharmacopeia —
remedesivir, for instance,hasbeenusedasabroadspectrumantiviral forabout fiveyears.
TheywererepurposedfortreatingCOVID-19patients.Unlikedrugswhichareonlyadmin-
isteredtopatients,vaccinesaremeantformassusebyhealthypeople.Thesafetybarmust,
necessarily,besethigherforthelatter.That’swhyregulatoryproceduresforvaccinesarelong-
drawnoutaffairs.However,thepandemichasforcedregulatorybodiestocrunchtimelines
andgrant interimapprovals if theyaresatisfiedthat“thevaccineissafeandeffective”.
Globally, the EUA is a very recent addition to the regulatory arsenal — in the US, it

dates to 2009 and in theUK to 2012. Theyhave been granted primarily for drugs, diag-
nostics, and equipment like ventilators or PPEs.When the search for a shield against
COVID-19began,theUSFoodandDrugsAdministration(FDA)underlinedthatitwilluse
theemergencyprovisiononlywhenit isevident“thepotentialbenefitsofavaccinecan-
didate outweigh its risks”. In October, the US regulatormade a number of additions to
this approvalprocedure tomake it “more transparent”. Peoplewill have tobe informed
aboutthemajorrisksassociatedwithavaccinecandidateand“howthatthreatwouldbe
addressedbytheproductundertheproposeduse”.TheDGCIwoulddowell todrawles-
sons fromitsUScounterpart, keepall channelsof informationopen.

THE VEG OPTION
Singaporehasapprovedanartificialmeatproduct—

thesoyachaaphascomefull circle

I
NSINGAPORE, YOU can nowget “chicken bites” (a nugget, really), which have
nothing to dowith chickens. The city-state has become the first to approve a
“culturedmeat”product—flesh-equivalentsproducedinbio-reactorsthatdonot
requiretheslaughterofananimal.Themoveisbeingseenasalandmarkmoment
forthelivestockindustry:Forsometimenow,severalcompanieshavebeende-

veloping culturedmeat tomitigate the impact of animal rearing on climate change as
well as provide vegetarians with a “cruelty free” option. These are laudable goals, no
doubt.Butvegetarianmeat isalsothedisturbing,almostdystopic, fruitionofaphenom-
enonthatbeganwithsuch innovationsas thesoyachaap.
Forpeoplesocialisedinfoodcultureswhereanimalproteinisnotthecentreofthemeal

—intheSubcontinent, forexample,acereal,pulses,vegetablesusuallyaccompanyameat
dish—theoverwhelmingneedthatvegetarianshavetoeatmeatsubstitutesmaynotmake
sense. Infact,adietarypatternwhichdoesnotrelyonmass-producedanimalproteinalso
puts far less stress on the environment. That Indians consumedonly 3.16 kg ofmeat per
capita per annum in 2017, (in Singapore, the figure is over 71 kg, in theUS, 98.6 kg) is as
muchtodowitheatinghabitsthatencouragediversityassocio-economicfactors.
What is irksome about lab-grownmeat, andmeat-substitutes in general, really, is

thattheyclaimnobility forwhat isessentiallyafearofmissingout.Theyallowpeopleto
make the choice of being vegetarian, without feeling like they have to actually give up
meat.Andfinally, isalltheresearchandmoneyputintoanover-processedchickennugget
worth it? Just stick to thesoyachaap.

With anger and a song

PramodKumar

Farmers’protestquestionsreformthatpromotes
efficiencyofagriculture,notwell-beingofagriculturists

THEFARMERS’AGITATIONisuniqueinmany
ways.One, it is a coming together of 31 ide-
ologically competing organisations. Two, it
hassuccessfullypurgeditselfoftheinfluence
and interferenceof theestablishedpolitical
partiesasreflectedinthepopularsong,“Kithe
kithepayeaavande,kedipartydekedejhande,
O vota paake khaave dande, O bholeya jatta
samajhagende(Wearedividedunderdiffer-
ent party flags, you vote only to get beaten
up; All you innocent people, arise and un-
derstand their real agendas)”. Three, the
movementgoesbeyondthekisans, as there
isabroad-basedengagementofthearhtiyas,
small shopkeepers, landless labourers and
social andcultural activists.
Thesupport lentby familiesandwomen

is striking. Inmy interactionswith the fami-
lies of the agitators in theMalwa region of
Punjab, thewomen, particularly, were ex-
pressive.ForaPunjabi,landisnotonlyaneco-
nomicasset,butalifelineandstatussymbol.
Manywomen exhorted theirmen, “Go and
fight; wewill look after the house and the
landtillyoucomebackvictorious.”Thissen-
timent is also reflected in song— “Khet tere
eh khon nu firde; Jo tu paddre kite anter naal
(Thesecorporateareeyeingyourland,which
youhavecultivatedwithhard labour).”
Angeragainstthecentralgovernmentwas

visible amongst the farmers, arhtiyas and
their families. The extent of the anti-Centre
feeling revived echoes of the time of the
Emergencyinthe1970s.This isexpressedin
another song: “Khichla jatta, khich tyaari,
pechapaigayaCentrenaal(Pullupyoursocks,
aswehave lockedhornswiththeCentre)”.
Even the traders and the arhtiyas, who

havebeenstaunchsupportersoftheBJP,have
expressedtheiranguishagainstthenewfarm
laws. Social activists, youth and the local
singersandartistsintheregionhavebeenac-
tively involved in the currentmobilisation:
“Ohaklawaleo chak lokalma;Maar lenna ri-
flansaanu(Pickupyourpens,beforethemen
with rifles act)”— a call to the intelligentsia
to use their pen as aweapon and shield for
the farmers. Severalwriters, artists, singers
andothershavecomeforwardandreturned
theirstatehonours inprotest.
Why is the anger so pronounced in

Punjab?

Punjabhasbeenthefoodbowlof India. It
has largely showcased a seller’smarket. All
these years, Punjab has contributed the
largest amount of foodgrain in the central
pool.However,in2020,MadhyaPradeshcon-
tributed129lakhmetrictonnes(LMT),while
Punjab’ssharewas127LMTofwheat;Punjab
laggedbehindMadhyaPradesh. ThePunjab
farmersseethisastheoutcomeofanunlevel
field.TheypointoutthatthePunjabfarmers
are being asked to diversify their cropping
patternswhereas other states likeMadhya
Pradesh andwesternUttar Pradesh are en-
couraged to produce grains. Why are the
farmersinthesestatesnotbeingsupportedto
diversify tocommercialcrops, theyask.
PunjabandHaryana receivemore than

Rs80,000crore inMinimumSupportPrice
(MSP)everyyear.Notonly is the livelihood
of the kisans and their families, but also
that of the traders, shopkeepers andother
beneficiariesdependentonthis.According
to data, only 6 per cent of the farmers in
India are fully covered by theMSP, and 84
per cent are located in the states of Punjab
andHaryana.Therefore, thepossiblewith-
drawal of the protective cover of the MSP
is seenasanactof betrayalhere. Theargu-
ment also is that Punjabwas initially used
to fighthunger in thenationand the farm-
ers of this state worked hard to do so
against all odds while other states were
taking advantage of the industrial and in-
formation technology revolution. As a re-
sult, Punjab lagged behind and has re-
mainedapredominantlyagricultural state.
In other words, the farmers of Punjab

feel that fromasellers’markettheyarenow
beingpushed into thebuyers’market. And
itwould obviously be left to the discretion
of theCentralgovernment todecideonthe
quantum of procurement on the declared
MSP. Also, taking agriculture out of the
Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act
willnotonly legalise,but legitimise, thepri-
vate players’ procurement of foodgrain at
prices lower than the fixed MSP. In other
words, nearly 86 per cent of farmers, who
aresmallandmarginal,wouldbe leftat the
mercyof thecorporates,with reducedcol-
lective bargaining capacity.
TheCentralgovernment’sargumentisthat

theseActsareintendedtoempowerthefarm-
ers and ensure doubling of their incomes.
Farmers’ organisations are critical of these
lawsastheybelievethat theywill leadtothe
privatisationofagriculture,reduceagriculture
toasubsidiaryactivity,makewayforremov-
ing the protective cover of government-led
procurement, MSP, Agriculture Produce
MarketCommitteeandothersafetynets.
Therealityisthatthefreemarketdoesnot

havethesolutionstoimprovethewell-being
ofpeoplelivingonthemargins.Theassump-
tionthat themarketshallprotectandmulti-
ply farmers’ income ismisleading. The new
farm laws have direct implications for the
livelihoodandsurvivalofthepeopleengaged
inordependentonagriculture,foodsecurity
ofthepoorandfoodsovereigntyofthecoun-
try. No doubt, with these laws, agricultural
operationsmay becomemore efficient, but
theythreatentoleadtothemarginalisationof
thefarmers. Inotherwords,agriculturemay
flourish,butagriculturistscouldperish.
Being a surplus agrarian state, Punjab

needstosustainhighlevelsof farmincomes
witheffectivemarket support to sustain the
livelihoods of 50 per cent of its population
that is dependent on agriculture. If the gov-
ernmentwantstoprocureless,letthefarmer
be compensated under theWorld Trade
Organisation(WTO)compatiblebluebox.For
this, the Centre could allocate subsidies for
diversification to commercial crops for the
farmersofPunjab.Thissubsidycouldbegiven
for three consecutive years. To keep the
mandisystemfunctional,theAPMCActmay
bereformed,thestategovernmentspermit-
ted to collectmandi fee and arhtiyas given
handlingcharges.
Outsourcing agricultural operations to

thebigcorporatesandlegitimisingcontract
farmingamounts toavirtualabandonment
of thePrimeMinister’sAtmanirbharBharat
project. Themarketworks for thosewhose
signals itcanhear,butthevoicesof thepoor
farmers remain inaudible. It is pointless to
hope that themarketwill accomplishwhat
itwasnevercutout todo.

Thewriter isDirector, Institute for
DevelopmentandCommunication(IDC),

Chandigarh

The farmers of Punjab feel
that from a sellers’ market
they are now being pushed
into the buyers’ market. And
it would obviously be left to
the discretion of the Central
government to decide on the
quantum of procurement on
the declared MSP. Also,
taking agriculture out of the
Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act will not
only legalise, but legitimise,
the private players’
procurement of foodgrain at
prices lower than the fixed
MSP. In other words, nearly
86 per cent of small and
marginal farmers would be
left at the mercy of the
corporates, with reduced
collective bargaining
capacity.
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WORDLYWISE

Misinformationordistrustofvaccines
canbe likeacontagionthatcan spread

as fastasmeasles. — THERESA TAMTHEEDITORIALPAGE

YoginderKAlagh

CELEBRATING JNU
Theuniversity’s greatness is earned,notbestowedon it

JNUWOMENANDmenhavewrittenstories
of JNU at 50 (JNU Stories: The First 50 Years;
editors: Neeladri Bhattacharya, Kunal
Chakrabarti, SGunasekaran, JanakiNair, Joy
LKPachuau).Theyarestolidtalesofperson-
alities who have arrived. For instance,
Sukhadeo Thorat, who was chairman of
University Grants Commission and the
IndianCouncilofSocialScienceResearchand
so on. Youname it he has done it. Similarly,
KamalMitra Chenoy. A former president of
JNUTA,hewasthefirebrandof theteachers’
association. You may think he is on the
wrong ladder. No, he isn’t. Chenoy led JNU
teachersandtodaythatmakeshimasought-
afterpolitical adviser.Andso it goeson. The
young police commissioner, who led the
President’scavalcadefromJNUconvocation,
wasa JNUiteandknewhowto leadthecav-
alcadewithoutcreatingmoremayhem.
I,ofcourse,wasthevice-chancellorwhen

JNUwould not hold a convocation because
it was a “bourgeois practice”. So I would,
every lateeveningbeforewindingup,write
personal letters of congratulations to all
thosewhogotadoctorateandMPhilwithA
plus inmyownhandwriting. They remem-
ber that and accost me anywhere in the
world. You are Alagh, I still save your letter.
They havememories of JNU at 50 and have
writtenso in thevolume.
But lifewas different in JNUwhen itwas

just 25. At 25, you are young and confident.

Youknowyouarerightandyettheydon’tlis-
tentoyou.Itsaddensyouandyoufeelsorryfor
them.So,whenChenoywenttothechancel-
lor, PNHaksar, and saidAlagh is downgrad-
ingtheprestigeof JNUbecausehegoestothe
jointsecretaryintheMinistryofEducationto
fixJNU’sgrantandthenlobbieswithcompa-
niesfordonationsforbuildings(TataLibrary),
Haksarwastoadmonishhiminhisownstyle.
YourVCwill leadalonglife,hesaid.
SukhadeoThoratcameandmetmeafter

his stint at the universitywas over and said
youngmen inWesternMaharashtra come
to JNUwithmeas their icon. “Butour reser-
vation is a farce,” he toldme. I agreed and
askedhimtovisit everydepartment in JNU,
work on reservation and tell uswhat to do.
He said theywon’t giveme the facts. I said I
am appointing you as a one-man commit-
teetodothework.Hedidabang-upjoband
that’s how the Indian Institute of Dalit
Studiescametobesetup.TheactivistThorat
in JNU at 25 was different from the staid
Thoratof JNUat50.
At 50, JNU has the activist Kanhaiya

Kumar lobbying for you as the only radical
inthegroupwhohavewrittenstories.When
JNUwas 25, theywere all so. Sometimes, I
meet themagain.The jholawallahshavebe-
come journalists wearing patented shoes.
VC,don’tyourememberme, Iwas jointsec-
retary of JNUSU, she tells me. At 50, come
whatmay,youaretheestablishment.At25,

you are challenging it.When theydidn’t let
me hold the ACmeeting I went on satya-
graha, a hunger fast, until they letme con-
vene the postponedmeeting. At 50, only
KanhaiyaKumargoeson fast.
And then there are the JNU women. A

tribeof theirown.Analysingthebackofbe-
yond, the droughts, hunger. You name the
issue, they have put it at the forefront. In
fact,AnuradhaChenoywastoforcemeinto
themadding crowd to get the crazed boys
wantingtoattacktheoutsiderswhohadbe-
haved inappropriately with a woman stu-
dentof theuniversity.Yes,shavetheirheads
buthandthemovertotheDCPwaitingwith
his force outside, she convinced them. The
case is still taught in police academies as a
success inriotcontrol if the localestablish-
menthelps you.
WhenJNUturned25,Iwasinvited,tomy

surprise, toaGlobalRectorsGrouptorepre-
sentagreat Indianuniversity.At50, there is
JNU andmany otherswhich have been es-
tablished tobe “great” in its image. It is still
unique in its genre. If for noother reason, it
has an Act of its own, the others are all
lumped together. But greatness at 50 can-
not bepastedon another institution, itwill
have tobeearned.

Thewriter, aneconomistand former
minister,wasvice-chancellorof JNU

during1992-95

I, of course, was the vice-
chancellor when JNU would
not hold a convocation
because it was a “bourgeois
practice”. So I would, every
late evening before winding
up, write personal letters of
congratulations to all those
who got a doctorate and
MPhil with A plus in my
own handwriting. They
remember that and accost
me anywhere in the world.

FARMERS STRIKE
ABOUT 15,000 FARMERS set out from
JalgaontoNagpurona365kilometremarch
organisedbyOppositionparties.Atthehead
of themammothprocessionwas the leader
of the Opposition inMaharashtra, Sharad
Pawar, the Janata Party leader RA Patil, the
PWPleaderNDPatil.Twopalanquinscarry-
ing photographs of Mahatma Gandhi,
JawaharlalNehru,BRAmbedkarandJyotiba
Phule were at the forefront of the proces-
sion. The leaders have finalised a charter of
demands.Theseincludeabuilt-insystemon
the linesof thecostof living index todecide
the support price for farm produce. They
charterofdemandsalsoincludesweeklyoffs
and increasedwages for farmlabour.

ASSAM STRIKE
NORMAL LIFE CAME to a grinding halt and
communication serviceswere paralysed in
Assamasa24-hournoncooperationprotest
got underway against the installation of a
new ministry led by Anwara Taimur.
TransmissionontheGuwahatistationof the
All India Radiowas disrupted.Most parts of
thestate,exceptCachardistrict,wasaffected
bythestrike.Forthefirsttime,theAllAssam
StudentsUnionandtheAssamGanaSangram
Parishad did not exempt the essential serv-
icesexcept thepoliceandhealthworkers.

DENG’S WARNING
THE CHINESE LEADER Deng Xiaopeng has
reportedlywarned US authorities through

JapaneseforeignministerMasayoshiItothat
if the Ronald Reagan administration up-
gradesitstieswithTaiwan,Chinamaytryto
improve its relationswith theSovietUnion.
The angry Chinese statement followed a
statement byReagan adviser RayCline that
Chinawas “diplomatically uncivilised” and
itshoulddeclareapolicyofnon-belligerence
towardsChina.

INTELSAT LAUNCHED
THEWORLD’S LARGEST communication
satellite, Intelsat, was launched from Cape
Canaveral from Florida in the US. It will be
able to handle 12,000 telephone calls and
twoTVchannelssimultaneously—twicethe
capacityof anyprevioussatellite.

DECEMBER 8, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“The open season on journalists is acquiring a darker edge. When the
government itself becomes party to smear campaigns against journalists, an
important line is crossed.” — DAWNTHE IDEASPAGE
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Biden has promised to
deploy the full range of
foreign policy tools —
including new tariffs and
potential sanctions — to
build a vigorous new global
regime on mitigating climate
change. Europe, which is
relieved to see the US return
to climate activism, is all set
to support such initiatives.
On his part, Xi has signalled
China’s willingness to
undertake additional
commitments on carbon
emissions than the ones
made at Paris and an
eagerness to work with Biden
on climate change. At a
moment of deepening
conflict with the US,
cooperation on climate
change offers an important
lever for Beijing in engaging
Washington.

Banking on
status quo

Allmodelsofbankownershipandgovernance
havebugsandfeatures.Lettherebeopendebate

IF YOUonly read themultiple, interesting
andexpertresponsestoRBI’srecentInternal
WorkingGroup report that targets higher
bankingcompetition,youcouldbeforgiven
for believing that Indian banking doesn’t
needradicalchange,thatmostIndianentre-
preneurs deserve their own episode in
Netflix’s Bad Boys Billionaires, and that
banksareonlysafeinthehandsofemploy-
eesorforeigners.DemonisingIndianentre-
preneurs not only excludes capital but en-
courages the possibility of Indian banking
becoming likeWimbledon; it is played in
EnglandbutBritishersrarelywin.Shouldn’t
building big Indianbanks be an important
strategic prioritywhen five of theworld’s
top10banksareChinese?AsPoetRamdhari
SinghDinkarwrote:Kshamashobhitiusbhu-
jangkojiskepaasgaralho(Benevolenceonly
befitssnakesthathavevenom).
Whateverisfinallydone—therecomm-

endationsareopenforpubliccomments—
anydebatemustopenlyconsiderthepainful
statusquo, thetyrannyof technocracy,and
thepossibilitiesofentrepreneurship.
Endingthepoorproductivityandwages

ofourMSMEs,self-employed,andfarmers,
needsrebootingIndianbanking.Thecredit
toGDP ratio has been stuck at 50 per cent
for10years (mostdevelopedcountries are
100 per cent), the number of scheduled
commercialbanksislowerthanin1947,net
interestmargins are among the highest in
theworld,andbadloanshavebeenoverRs
10lakhcroreforadecade.Overthelastfew
decades,we fixed thebigNBFCproblemof
“too-retail-to-fail”,butthelastfewyearssug-
gesta“too-wholesale-to-fail”problemthat
needsreviewingtheirregulatoryarbitrage.
Weak competition for newbanking busi-
ness—depositsandloanconcentrationhas
increasedby70percentinthelastfiveyears
—meansthatourversionof“too-big-to-fail”
is “too-few-to-fail”. And current banking
problems canhardly be the fault of entre-
preneurs currently not allowed. India can-
not accelerate its economic growth or
counter China’ economic-growth driven
militarisationwith the current structure,
management,ownership,governance,reg-
ulation,andsupervisionofbanking.
Overthelastfewdecadescognitiveexpe-

rts—aneliteglobalminorityofeducated,art-
iculate,andconnectedprofessionalstowhich
I belong—haveprovided important ideas.
Butwehavebecomelessmindfulaboutthe
unintendedconsequencesoftheoryandless
opentothemessinessofchangebecauseof
our self-image as society’s fire alarms, seat
belts, or life insurance. COVIDexposes the
dangers of certainty because, first, science
progressesthroughtheiterativehypothesis
testingofdebate,disagree,pivot,andreassess
that can’t prove anything right but proves
thingswrong. Second, all prescriptions are
based on the best available data andwill
changeasinevitablenewevidenceemerges
orrelationshipschange.Third,scienceisbet-
ter at addressing the technical problemsof
thephysicalworld rather than adaptive or
wicked problems of the human world.
Unfortunately,thetyrannyoftechnocracy—

theyprefertheimpossibilitiesofdemocracy
withoutpoliticsandmarketswithoutbusi-
ness— is higher in social sciences like eco-
nomics.Maybe because economics isn’t a
science. Nobel Laureate Richard Feynman
wisely reflected that physicswouldbe im-
possibleifelectronshadfeelings.
It’s important to remember that there-

port hasmany thoughtful recommenda-
tionsbeyond thequestionabout entrepre-
neurshareholders.Andtheirquestiondoes
notdeservesuggestionsofsuspicioustiming
(whynow), conspiracy (who for), dyslexia
(wecan’timprovesupervision),fatalism(we
won’t improvesupervision),andcontested
history(fraud,notideology,drovenational-
isation). The notion that financial institu-
tionswith tiny shareholders, professional
management, and boards that ban share-
holdersareinfallibleignoresIndianevidence
(mostrecentfinancialaccidentsinvolvedin-
stitutionsthatdon’thaveentrepreneursand
met current ownership guidelines) and
global evidence (foreignbanks idealised in
thecurrentdebatemadelossesinthe2008
financialcrisisthatexceededallprofitsmade
sincetheMedicis inventedbankingin15th
century Florence). This blind spot is the
agency problemhighlighted by the new
book,LightsOut,abouttwoCEOsatGeneral
Electricwhereanewboardmember’sques-
tiontoatenuredmemberabout theroleof
theboardofdirectorsgetstheunforgettable
answerof “Applause”.
Clearly,allmodelsofownershipandgov-

ernancehavebugsandfeaturesandnoneis
perfect. But reactions to the report suggest
thatweIndianentrepreneursneedtointro-
spectaboutperceptionandtrust.However,
questioning themotivationsofRBI’swork-
inggroupinraisingquestionsisunfair,impl-
yingthatNiravModiandBhushanSteelrep-
resentmost Indian entrepreneurs is using
drunkdrivingasanargumentagainst cars,
and believing thatmost Indian entrepre-
neurs don’t care about honour, stakehold-
ers,andpurpose,seemsideological.Nothing
unnatural about being ideological — the
greatnewbookJugalbandibyVinaySitapati
ofAshokaUniversityhasthewiseAtalBihari
Vajpayee quoting Jaki rahi bhawana jaisi,
Prabhumooratdekhitintaisi(adevoteesees
Godintheimagehewantstosee).
Fixing Indian banking needs luck and

skill.Skillwillcomefromforeignbanks(DBS
takeover of LVB), foreign public investors
(HDFCis70percentownedbyforeigners),
foreign private investors (Catholic Syrian
BankFairfaxinvestment),fourpublicsector
banks (with an independently governed
holdingcompanythathasnoaccesstogov-
ernment finances), and a revampedRBI (a
highergame in regulationandsupervision
through organisational structure changes,
specialisation, performancemanagement,
training,andtechnology).
The“luck”questionismorecomplicated.

TheBritishpsychologist RichardWiseman
suggeststhatluckypeopleareoutgoing,and
aremoreopen tonewexperiences, talking
tonewpeople,andtravelingtonewplaces.
They smile twice as often,makemore eye
contact,andareoptimistic.TheRBIworking
group— staffedwith people of talent, in-
tegrity,andimagination—seemstohavein-
tuitively understoodWiseman and chal-
lenges us to shift Indian banking to being
open, big and inclusive from its current
closed,smallandexclusiveform.Nochange
is finalised, but let’s have an open debate
withoutcancelingthequestion.

Thewriter iswithTeamleaseServices.
Viewsarepersonal

THEQUESTIONof penalising stubbleburn-
ing that chokes the cities of north-western
Indiaduringtheearlywintermonthsisonly
oneof the issues inthe largerargumentbe-
tweentheNDAgovernmentandthePunjab
farmers.Butthequestionofdevelopingand
enforcingnewenvironmental norms isnot
limited to India.
Our focushere isonChinaandtheUS—

theworld’s two largesteconomies.China’s
vigorouspursuitof “ecological civilisation”
under President Xi Jinping and president-
elect JoeBiden’spromise toput climate is-
sues at the heart of US domestic and for-
eignpoliciesareset to transformtheterms
of theglobaldiscourseonenvironment.At
least somegoalpostsof theclimatedebate
thatwehaveknownare likely tomove,and
quite soon.
Delhi is probably better prepared than

in the past when Indiawaswidely seen as
partof theproblemonclimate issues.Delhi
is no longer defensive on climate change
and is actively engaged in shaping the in-
ternational debate. But the urgency of ad-
dressing climate change is likely to inten-
sify intheimmediatetermwiththeelection
of Biden as US President and the prospect
of cooperationonclimatechangebetween
Washington andBeijing.
ThenewdirectionofChineseandUSpoli-

cies (inpartnershipwithEuropeand Japan)
will inevitably put pressure on other states
to reorganise their energy production and
consumption,restructureeconomies,adopt
newtechnologies, andmanage the internal
political backlash against the costs that are
likelytobedistributedunevenlyamongna-
tionsandtheclasshierarchieswithin them.
India’sabilitytoinfluencethenewgeopol-

iticsofclimatechangewilldependalotonits
domestic political resilience in adapting to
the new imperatives.While a democratic
Indiastrugglestodealwiththenewinternal
conflictscentredonclimate,Chinahascrafted
anewtemplateof “coerciveenvironmental-
ism”.Until theearly21st century,Chinawas
theprimeexampleofputtinggrowthandde-
velopmentaboveconsiderationsof ecologi-
cal sustainability. This has dramatically
changed in recentyearsasChinamovedde-
cisivelyinaddressingmanychallengesofcli-
matechange.PresidentXi’spredecessor,Hu
Jintao, had identified the construction of a
“harmonioussociety”asamajorobjectiveof
theChineseCommunistParty.Resolvingthe
tensionbetweendevelopmentandenviron-
mentwas verymuchpart of building ahar-
monioussociety inChina.
As the scale of the challenge at the na-

tional and global levels became clear, the
CCPreframedtheproblemasbringinghar-
mony between humanity and nature and
the building of an “ecological civilisation”.
The CCP’s formulation that the objectives
of a modern ecological civilisation are in
harmony with ancient Chinese culture
helpedgive thepursuit of newclimate ob-
jectives a stronger political sanction.
Oncehe tookcharge fromHuin2012,Xi

broughthis owndistinctivebrandof gover-
nance to thebuildingof anecological civili-

sation.Hisdecisiontostrengthentheparty-
stateagainsttherestofsociety,curbdissent,
andimposetoughandunconventionalsolu-
tionsfortheproblemsconfrontingChinahad
itsexpression in theenvironmentalpolicy.
Xi’svigorousmobilisationof statepower

toenforcenewenvironmentalnormsinthe
last few years has helped China shed the
imageof being the“badboy”onclimate is-
sues. China’s ecological activism has been
hailedorderidedas themodel for“author-
itarianenvironmentalism”.Forproponents,
Xi’s coercive strategyhas beenmore effec-
tivethanthe“liberalenvironmentalism”of
democracies that find it hard to generate
political consensuson thenecessity for ac-
tionor thenature of it.
Critics do concede the effectiveness of

someofChina’scoercivestrategies,butalso
point to massive political and social costs
of China’s ecological authoritarianism —
the suffering of local communities arising
from top-down solutions, and the ten-
dency of the CCP’s technocratic elites to
make major mistakes in assessing and
treating environmental problems.
But the Chinese model of coercive en-

vironmentalism is finding an echo among
someWesternenvironmentalists.Theybe-
lieve planetary survival must be the fore-
mostobjectiveof themomentandallother
considerationsmustbesubordinated to it.
Whatever the merits of authoritarian en-
vironmentalism, it has little political
chanceof beingreplicated indemocracies.
Plural societies are focused on improving
thenatureof liberalenvironmentalismthat
relies on political consensus in drafting
newenvironmentalnormsandtheireffec-
tiveenforcementaswell as the relianceon
market-basedmechanisms.
Modernisingliberalenvironmentalismis

indeedtheessenceofpresident-electBiden’s
commitment to integrating the climate
questionwith the domestic policy agenda.
Bidenplanstoenforceenvironmental regu-
lationsthatwereeitherdilutedordiscarded
bytheDonaldTrumpadministrationanden-
hance the incentives for polluters to com-
pensatefortheirviolationofnorms.“Climate
justice” is another important objective of
Biden’sdomesticenvironmentalpolicy. It is
basedon the recognition thatpollutionand
otherecologicalproblemshaveagreaterim-
pacton thepoorandminorities.

Althoughcoerciveandliberalapproaches
tomanagingclimatechangearepolesapart,
theysharesomeimportantobjectives.Both
China and the US (along with theWest)
recognise the urgency of the challenge.
BeijingandWashingtonarealsoracingtode-
velopnewtechnologies thatwill constitute
the foundations of the green economic fu-
ture.Bothhavezeroedinonindustrialpolicy
toachievetheirclimateobjectives.ForXiand
Biden, gaining the leadership of the global
movement formitigating climate change is
astrategicmission.WashingtonandBeijing
understandthatclimatepoliticsisintheend
about rearranging theglobalorder.
Biden is looking beyond rejoining the

ParisAccordtosetacceleratedtimelines for
reducing carbon emissions. Therewill be a
special focus on an early end to theworld-
wideuseof coal. Theappointmentof acab-
inet-level special envoy on climate change
and the choice of former secretary of state
John Kerry for the job underlines the seri-
ousnessof the intentof theBiden team.
Biden has promised to deploy the full

range of foreign policy tools — including
new tariffs and potential sanctions — to
buildavigorousnewglobal regimeonmit-
igatingclimatechange.Europe,whichisre-
lieved to see the US return to climate ac-
tivism, is all set to support such initiatives.
Onhispart,XihassignalledChina’swilling-
nesstoundertakeadditionalcommitments
oncarbonemissionsthantheonesmadeat
Paris and an eagerness toworkwith Biden
onclimatechange.Atamomentofdeepen-
ingconflictwiththeUS,cooperationoncli-
mate change offers an important lever for
Beijing inengagingWashington.
In underlining climate change as an im-

portantareaofengagementwithBiden,Delhi
hassignalleditsreadinesstodealwithanew
phase in the global politics of environment.
Butdiplomacycanonlywin timeandspace
forIndia’sinternaladjustmenttothenewim-
peratives.Delhi’sreal testonclimatechange
isonbuildinganewdomesticconsensusthat
canaddresstheeconomicandpoliticalcosts
associatedwithaninternaladjustmenttothe
prospectof agreatglobal reset.

Thewriter isdirector, Instituteof SouthAsian
Studies,NationalUniversityof Singapore
andcontributingeditoron international

affairs forThe IndianExpress

NO WIN-WIN
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Democ-
racytutorial’ (IE,December7). farmers
havehadalongexperienceofpoorhar-
vestsduetotheweather,anditsruinous
effects on their lives. The operation of
thecontestedfarmlaws,andtheirpro-
claimedbenefits are subject tomarket
conditions,whichunlikeactsofgod,are
also liable to corporatemanipulations
—the latter acting in self interest,with
potential deleterious effects on farm-
ers’ lives. Clearly, farmers are not con-
vincedof awin-winsituation inrealty.

LRMurmu,Delhi

LEGALISE NOW
THIS REFERS to the editorial, 'Clear the
smoke'(IE,December7).Itispreposter-
ous to selectively criminalise the con-
sumption of marijuana when other
deadlier substances such as alcohol—
often spurious— are freely available .
Thishasonlyresultedinacatandmouse
gamebetweenoffendersandthevenal
officials serving their vested interests.
An outright ban stimulates some peo-
ple to experiment and unscrupulous
players gounderground to evade laws.
The need of the hour is to scale up
awareness about the pitfalls of addic-
tionrather thanbeinganannystate.

DeepakSinghal,Noida

FARMERS’ FUTURE
THIS REFERS to the article, ‘Make
Punjab great again’ (IE, December 7).
The writer has made it clear that in-
creasingtheproductivityofoneortwo
crops (wheat and rice) is not theway
forward.Depletingwatertable,increas-
ingcostof the fertilisersubsidy,virtual
waterexportandsoildegradationhave
posed a threat to the sustainability of
theagriculture.Cropdiversification,cli-
mate-friendlyfarmingareneededtoin-
crease farmer's income.

Dhawal Joshi,Churu

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

DURINGAperiodofCOVID-inducedself-iso-
lation this year, I watched Malayalam
movies.Theywerelikeabalm.Thebackwa-
ters are beautiful, as in ad films; the people
areengaginglyreal.Thestoriesareintensely
local,setontheblurredboundariesbetween
rural andurban that is sopeculiar toKerala.
Oneplot unfolds inKumbalangi, another in
Angamaly,andathirdinIdukki;thesettings
arerichlyspecifictothenarratives.Inanother
film,aftertheirinter-castemarriage,acouple
leave southern Kerala to start a new life in
Kasaragod in thenorth.
Theseareensemblestories,perhapsbe-

causeKerala is insomewaysmoreegalitar-
ian thanmany other places; also because
that’s how communities live. There are
awkwardbrothers, inquisitivegrandmoth-
ers,andateenagerwhoplaysfootball,cooks
dinnerandyearns forhismum. I lovethata
person called Baby can be a woman or a
man, diminutive or large in size, Hindu or
Muslim or Christian by faith. A character
can drive an auto, be a friend, and have a
hobby, all at once. Identity doesn’t feel
rigidly fixed. People can change. Can it be
that people are complex?
Thecharactersresisteasycategorisation.

A photographer learns from his elderly fa-
ther how to see. Three people find them-

selves in a Rashomon-like plot set inside a
policestation.AfterthedeathofaTamilman
ataroadsideironingstand,hisMalayaliem-
ployer silently befriends his employee’s
widow.Itisjustthat:Friendship.Indeed,one
of thebest things aboutMalayalamcinema
ishowitdepicts friendshipbetweenpeople
ofdifferentbackgroundsnotjustaspossible,
butalso light,naturalandvaluable. It shows
whatbringspeople together.
Butfilmisalsoapowerfulwaytoexplore

whatdividespeople,suchasmisogyny,toxic
masculinity, and lasting enmities between
peopleinasocietythatcontinuestoberiven
with feudalandhierarchicalelements.And
that isthethemeofLijoJosePellissery’scin-
ema.HisAngamalyDiaries(2017)showsthat
man’s inclinationforviolencerunsdeep.Ee
Ma Yau (2018) shows that it runs deeper
than thedepthof a grave. In the first film, a
religious procession becomes the site of a
fight; in the other, a man’s grave itself be-
comesanembattled space.
The most powerful depiction of toxic

masculinityandviolenceisinPellissery’slat-
est work, Jallikattu (2019) — selected as
India’sofficialentryfortheAcademyAwards.
Jallikattu is based on a short story by the
MalayalamwriterSHareesh.
Like the landscapeofKerala, SHareesh’s

writing contains breathtakingly beautiful
sentences.Theyaredenseandtextured,with
richdetail—thedipandswirlofbirdsagainst
the bright green fields, the movement of
long-oarsglidingthroughthecanal, theflit-
tingof piedpaddy skimmersover thepond
—when suddenly, one word can stop us
short, suchas:Hunger.
I thinkof theopeningsceneofHareesh’s

award-winningnovel,Moustache(Meesha in
Malayalam). Paviyan, who lives on the em-
bankment of the Chozhiyappara fields, is
walking home one night in the month of
Karkitakam.Aftergoingto“thosewithover-
filledgrainchestsandstoresofpaddy”seek-
ing a bit of rice, he is returning empty-
handed. On the way home, he sees an
eenampechi, or pangolin. “He picked it up
thinking itwouldamusehis children,make
themforget theirhunger forawhile.”
Even inGod’sowncountry, justbeneath

thesurface,oneencountershunger, inequal-
ityanddeepfissuresthatareneverquitefor-
gotten. A starving child. A boy digging the
earth for roots. The ghost of amanwhohas
starved todeath, still asking forkanjiwater.
Ascrawnymigrantworker;awell-fedpriest.
“Caste is still theprimary signifier ofworth,
dignity, and position of people in Kerala,”
writesHareeshintheforewordtoMoustache.

AboutHareesh’sfiction,Ihavetosaythis:
There are sentences inhis prose that,when
they end, I have to go back and read them
again from start to finish, because they are
so magically crafted. It is the same with
Pellissery’s filmsequences.
Such as the opening moments of

Jallikattu: Beforedawn, a clock ticking, and
people’s eyes snapping open, one by one.
Among the first words spoken in the film:
“Hold the rope tight.” A knife being sharp-
ened;asuddenlunge;andbloodspreading
darkly on the ground.
Inside a house, a man hits a woman:

“Rice-cakeagain forbreakfast?”
While the men gather into a mob, the

womencontinue tocook tapioca, check the
salt, pet thedog, andwashtheclothes.
Jallikattu is about an ancient violence,

onethat isdeeply linkedto landandjungle.
“This landwas all a dense forest,” says one
character. “My dad usurped it and gave it
to the church.”
The film is about conflict betweenman

and beast; man and man; and man and
woman.Itisabouttheseethingbrutalitythat
liesjustbeneaththesurfaceofeverydaylife.

Thewriter is in the IndianAdministrative
Service, andbased inBengaluru

India’sOscarentry, ‘Jallikattu’, isabout theseethingbrutalityof everyday life
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VENEZUELA

Congressional
polls:Maduro
claimsvictory
VENEZUELANPRESIDENT
NicolásMaduro’spolitical
allianceclaimedasweep-
ingvictoryMondayincon-
gressional elections boy-
cotted by the many
oppositionpoliticiansand
criticisedinternationallyas
beingfraudulent.Thewin
givesMaduro control of
the lastmajor branch of
government outside his
grasp. It plays out in the
waningdaysoftheTrump
administration, which
leavesofficewithMaduro
firmlyentrencheddespite
itseffortstobringabouthis
departure throughdiplo-
macy and sanctions. “We
have recovered the
National Assemblywith
themajority vote of the
Venezuelan people,”
Madurosaid.AP

Maduroshowshis
ballot inCaracason
Sunday.AP

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

TURKEY

Erdogan:Won’t
bowtothreatsin
Mediterranean
TURKEYWILLnotbowto
threats in itsdisputewith
Greece and Cyprus over
maritime claims in the
easternMediterranean,
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said onMonday
asEuropeanUnionforeign
ministersmet in Brussels
to discuss the issue. But
Erdogan also said Turkey
wantednegotiationsover
the conflicting claims to
continental shelves and
rights to potential energy
resources. The EUminis-
terswere due to evaluate
grounds for sanctions
againstTurkey.REUTERS

CHINA

HKpoliceasks
bankstofreeze
ex-lawmaker’s
accounts
HONGKONGpolicesaidon
Monday they had asked
banks to freeze TedHui’s
accountsbecausetheysus-
pectedmoney-laundering
by theex-lawmaker,who
fled toBritain after facing
criminalchargesrelatedto
anti-governmentprotests
last year. Police said it
sought assistance from
banks to freeze funds re-
lated to a crowdfunding
operation tied toHui.Hui
hadsaidfundsraisedfrom
crowdfunding last year to
fundprosecution against
policehadbeendeposited
in a lawyer’s account and
had nothing to do with
him.REUTERS

BENSISARIO
DECEMBER7

BOBDYLAN’SmemoirChronicles:
VolumeOne opens in 1962with
thesigningofhisfirstmusicpub-
lishing deal— a contract for the
copyrightsof thebuddingsong-
writer’swork. The terms of that
agreement,brokeredbyLouLevy
of LeedsMusic Publishing,met
youngDylan’sapproval.
“Louhadadvancedmeahun-

dreddollarsagainstfutureroyal-
ties to sign thepaper,”hewrote,
“andthatwas finewithme.”
Fifty-eightyears,more than

600 songs and oneNobel Prize
later, theculturalandeconomic

value of Dylan’s songwriting
corpus have both grown expo-
nentially.
On Monday, the Universal

Music Publishing Group an-
nounced that it had signed a
landmark deal to purchase
Dylan’sentiresongwritingcata-
logue—includingworld-chang-
ing classics like Blowin’ in the
Wind, The Times They Are A-
Changin’ and Like aRolling Stone
—inwhatmaybethebiggestac-
quisitioneverof themusicpub-
lishing rightsof a singleact.
The deal, which covers

Dylan’s entire career, from his
earliestsongstothetunesonhis
latest album, Rough and Rowdy
Ways, was struck directly with

Dylan, 79, who has long con-
trolled themajority of his own
songwritingcopyrights.

The pricewas not disclosed,
but is estimated at more than
$300million.

“It’s no secret that the art of
songwriting is the fundamental
key to all greatmusic, nor is it a
secretthatBobisoneof thevery
greatestpractitionersofthatart,”
LucianGrainge, thechief execu-
tive of the Universal Music
Group, said in a statement an-
nouncing thedeal.
Jody Gerson, the chief exec-

utive of Universal’s publishing
division, added, “To represent
the body of work of one of the
greatest songwriters of all time
—whose cultural importance
can’t be overstated — is both a
privilegeandaresponsibility.”
Dylan had no comment, a

spokesmansaid.
The deal is the latest and

most high-profile in this year’s
buzzing market for music
catalogues.
Lastweek, StevieNicks sold

a majority stake in her song-
writing catalogue for an esti-
mated $80 million to Primary
Wave Music, an independent
publisher andmarketing com-
pany. Hipgnosis Songs Fund, a
Britishcompanythathasmade
arapidrun inthemarket in just
two and a half years, recently
disclosed that it had spent
about$670million fromMarch
to September acquiring rights
in more than 44,000 songs by
Blondie, Rick James, Barry
Manilow,ChrissieHyndeof the
Pretenders andothers.NYT

ACQUISITION BY UNIVERSAL MUSIC MAY BE BIGGEST EVER OF A SINGLE ACT’S PUBLISHING RIGHTS

Bob Dylan sells his songwriting catalogue in blockbuster deal

TheNobel-winner’s songwritingcatalogueconsistsofmore
than600songs.AP

TREVORHUNNICUTT
WILMINGTON,DECEMBER7

US PRESIDENT-ELECT Joe Biden
said hewill nominate California
AttorneyGeneralXavierBecerra
forsecretaryofhealthandhuman
servicesonMondayasoneofthe
top officials on his team to fight
theragingCovid-19pandemic.
Biden chose Becerra, 62, a

Latinoformercongressman,ashe
facesmorepressuretoadddiver-
sitytohisCabinetappointments,
including complaints from the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus
aboutthenumberofLatinos.
Becerrawill lead the health

agencyasofficialsstruggletocon-
tain a resurgence of the novel
coronavirus, including record in-
fectionsandadailydeathtollthat
hasexceeded2,000inrecentdays,
andtoprepareforamammothef-
forttovaccinateAmericans.
“This team of world-class

medical experts andpublic ser-
vantswill be ready onDay One
tomobilizeeveryresourceofthe
federal government to expand
testingandmasking,”Bidensaid
inastatement, adding that they
would “oversee the safe, equi-
table, and free distribution of
treatmentsandvaccines.”
More than 282,000

AmericanshavediedfromCovid-
19, the disease caused by the
virus,accordingtoaReuterstally.
AuthoritiesinCalifornia,themost

populous state in the country
with about 40million residents,
onMonday compelledmuch of
thestatetocloseshopandstayat
home the day after it reported a
record30,000-plusnewcases.
Biden, who takes office on

Jan.20,hasannouncedtopnom-
inees for his national security
andeconomic teams.
During his time in Congress,

Becerra played a role in passing
the Affordable Care Act,
Democratic President Barack
Obama’smain domestic policy
achievement. In his current role
inCalifornia,he leadsacoalition
of 20 states defending the pro-
gram better known as
Obamacare against Republican
attacks,includinginacasebefore
theSupremeCourt lastmonth.

BidenalsochoseDrRochelle
Walensky,chiefof infectiousdis-
eases atMassachusetts General
Hospital inBoston,toruntheUS
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC).
DrAnthonyFauci,directorof

theNational Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases, whom
Biden has tapped as his chief
medical adviser on the coron-
avirus,saidhewouldbeinvolved
inall aspectsof the response.
Bidenalsonamed Jeff Zients,

an economic adviser known for
hismanagerial skills, as a coron-
avirus “czar” to oversee a Covid-
19response.ThePresident-elect
alsopickedVivekMurthy,aphysi-
cianandformersurgeongeneral,
toreturnforasecondtermassur-
geongeneral.REUTERS

RAFCASERT&
JILLLAWLESS
BRUSSELS,DECEMBER7

ONEOFthemost intensedays in
thelong-runningBrexittradene-
gotiations started off with little
good news about any progress
Monday, with the United
Kingdom and the European
Unionseeminglystillstuckonthe
sameissuesthathavedoggedthe
standoff formonths.
EU chief negotiator Michel

Barnierheldapre-dawnbriefing
with ambassadors of the 27
member states to see if a deal is
stillpossiblewithLondonahead
of theJan.1deadline,buthadno
newsof abreakthrough.
IrishForeignMinisterSimon

CoveneysaidBarnier’smessage
was“verydownbeat”.
British PrimeMinister Boris

Johnson and EU Commission
chief Ursula von der Leyen are
due to speak byphoneMonday
evening for the second time in
barely 48 hours, to decide
whethertopulltheplugontalks
—adecisionthatcouldcosthun-
dreds of thousands of jobs on
both sides and disrupt cross-
Channeltradeforyearstocome.
One official from an EU na-

tionsaid“thedifficultiespersist”
over the legal oversight of any
trade deal and standards of fair
play that the UK needs tomeet

tobeabletoexportintheEU.On
fisheries too, a lot of work re-
mains, said the official, who
spoke on condition of
anonymity because the talks

wereongoing.
UK Foreign Office Minister

James Cleverly acknowledged
the situation had changed little
despite theneed for speed.AP

SWISS PAY TRIBUTE TO COVID DEAD
Activists lightaround5,000candles tocommemoratethepeoplewhodiedof thecoronavirus inSwitzerland, in frontof the
FederalPalace inBern,Switzerland,onSundaynight.AP

HUMEYRAPAMUK
WASHINGTON,DECEMBER7

THEUNITED States onMonday
imposedfinancialsanctionsand
a travel ban on 14 Chinese offi-
cials over their alleged role in
Beijing’s disqualification last
monthofelectedoppositionleg-
islators inHongKong.
Themove,which sent Asian

stock markets lower, targeted
the vice chairpersons of the
National People’s Congress
Standing Committee (NPCSC),
thetopdecision-makingbodyof
theChinese legislature.
Theactionwaswidelyseenas

part of an effort by outgoing
President Donald Trump to ce-
menthis tough-on-China legacy
and also boxPresident-elect Joe
Biden, before he takes office on
Jan.20,intohardlinepositionson
Beijingatatimeofbipartisananti-
ChinasentimentinCongress.
The US had earlier slapped

sanctions on Hong Kong Chief
Executive Carrie Lam, the city’s
current and formerpolice chiefs
andothertopofficials inAugust.
The sanctionsprohibit the14

individuals and their immediate
members from travelling to the
US.Anyassets theofficialsmight
havewithintheUSwillbeblocked
andUS individuals and compa-
nieswillbebannedfromdealing
withthem.REUTERS

AAMERMADHANI&
JONATHANLEMIRE
WASHINGTON,DECEMBER7

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
sayshispersonal attorneyRudy
Giuliani has tested positive for
thecoronavirus,makinghimthe
latest in Trump’s inner circle to
contract thedisease that is now
surgingacross theUS.
Giulianiwasexhibiting some

symptoms and was admitted
SundaytoGeorgetownUniversity
Medical Center inWashington,
according to a person familiar
withthematterwhowasnotau-
thorisedtospeakpublicly.
The76-year-oldformerNew

Yorkmayor has traveled exten-

sively to battleground states in
an effort to help Trump subvert
hiselection loss to JoeBiden.On
numerousoccasionshehasmet
withofficials forhoursat a time
withoutwearingamask.
Trump, who announced

Giuliani’s positive test in a

Sundayafternoontweet,wished
himaspeedyrecovery.
“Get better soon Rudy, we

will carryon!!!”Trumpwrote.
Giulianididnotimmediately

respond to a request for com-
ment,butonSundayeveninghe
retweeted Trump’s announce-
ment of his diagnosis. He also
tweetedthankstoaconservative
writer who had said he was
praying forGiuliani.
GiulianionThursdayattended

ahearing at theGeorgia Capitol,
where hewentwithout amask
for several hours. Several state
senators,allRepublicans,alsodid
notwearmasks at the hearing.
UnidentifiedTrumpteammem-
berswhohadclose contactwith
Giulianiareinself-isolation.AP

REUTERS
DUBAI, DECEMBER7

THEKILLINGofIran’stopnuclear
scientist lastmonthwascarried
outremotelywithartificialintel-
ligence and a machine gun
equippedwith a “satellite-con-
trolled smart system”, Tasnim
news agency quoted a senior
commanderas saying.
Iranhasblamed Israel for the

assassination of Mohsen
Fakhrizadeh,whowas seen by
Western intelligence services as
themastermindofacovertIranian

programme to develop nuclear
weapons capability. Tehranhas
longdeniedanysuchambition.
Israel hasneither confirmed

nordeniedresponsibilityforthe
killing.
The Islamic Republic has

given contradictory details of
Fakhrizadeh’sdeathinadaytime
Nov. 27 ambush on his car on a
highwaynearTehran.
“Noterroristswerepresenton

theground...MartyrFakhrizadeh
wasdrivingwhenaweapon, us-
inganadvancedcamera,zoomed
inonhim,”Tasnim,asemi-official
agency, quoted Ali Fadavi, the

deputy commander of Iran’s
RevolutionaryGuards, as saying
in a ceremony on Sunday. “The
machine gun was placed on a
pick-uptruckandwascontrolled
byasatellite.”
Last week Ali Shamkhani,

SecretaryoftheSupremeNational
Security Council of Iran, said the
killingwascarriedoutwith“elec-
tronicdevices”withnopeopleon
theground.Expertssaidlastweek
Fakhrizadeh’skillingexposedse-
curity gaps that suggest its secu-
rity forcesmay have been infil-
tratedandthat Iran isvulnerable
tofurtherattacks.

ISABELLAKWAI
LONDON,DECEMBER7

THE FAMILY of Roald Dahl has
apologised for “the lasting and
understanding hurt” caused by
anti-Semitic comments the au-
thormadeduringhis lifetime.
Dahl,thewriterofclassicchil-

dren’s books such asCharlie and
theChocolateFactoryandTheBFG,
made several disparaging com-
mentsaboutJewishpeopleinin-
terviewsandinwritingandmade
nosecretofhisanti-Semitism.
“Those prejudiced remarks

are incomprehensible tous and
stand inmarked contrast to the
manweknewand to thevalues

at the heart of Roald Dahl’s sto-
ries,” the Dahl family and the
RoaldDahlStoryCo.wroteinthe
onlinestatement.“Wehopethat,
justashedidathisbest,athisab-

soluteworst,RoaldDahlcanhelp
remind us of the lasting impact
ofwords,”thestatementadded.
The apologywas in such an

obscurepartoftheauthor’sweb-
sitethatitwasunclearhowlong
it had been there. The Sunday
Times,aBritishnewspaper,drew
attention to thestatement inan
articleSunday.
Dahl,whodiedin1990at74,

hasacomplicated legacy.
Hismanyimaginativetales—

includingMatilda, FantasticMr.
FoxandTheWitches,aswellasthe
Charlie books— have endured
throughtheyearsandhavebeen
adaptedintofilms.ButDahl’sself-
avowedanti-Semitismhascasta
shadowoverhiswork.

“There is a trait in the Jewish
character that doesprovokeani-
mosity,”Dahl said in an1983 in-
terviewwithTheNewStatesman.
Hereinforcedhisviewsinan-

otherinterviewmonthsbeforehis
deathin1990.“Iamcertainlyanti-
Israel, and I have become anti-
Semitic,”hesaid,accordingtoThe
Independent,aBritishnewspaper.
In response to a request for

commentSunday,theRoaldDahl
Story Co,whichmanages copy-
rightsandtrademarksfortheau-
thor, said, “Apologising for the
words of amuch-loved grand-
parent is a challenging thing to
do, but made more difficult
whenthewordsaresohurtfulto
anentirecommunity.”NYT

SHOOTOUTRAISESWORRIES

Bidenbuildshealth team
to fightpandemic,names
Becerra for leadingpost

Brexit crunch time: Standoff
puts EU-UK deal on knife edge

EUchiefBrexitnegotiatorMichelBarnierwithFrenchenvoy
PhilippeLeglise-CostainBrusselsonMonday.Reuters

Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani in
hospital after positive virus test

TheformerNewYorkmayor
is76yearsold

US sanctions 14
Chinese officials
over Hong Kong
crackdown

Iran: Smart satellite-controlled
machine gun killed top scientist

Roald Dahl’s kin apologise for his anti-Semitism

RoaldDahl is thewriterof
classicchildren’sbookssuch
asCharlieandtheChocolate
FactoryandTheBFG

6 supporters of hardline
Indonesian cleric killed
AGUSTINUSBEODACOSTA
JAKARTA,DECEMBER7

SIX SUPPORTERS of Indonesian
IslamicclericRizieqShihabwere
killed in a shootout onMonday,
police said, raisingworries the
clashcouldreignitetensionsbe-
tween authorities and Islamist
groups in the world’s biggest
Muslimmajority country.
JakartapolicechiefFadilImran

saidtheincidentoccurredjustaf-
termidnightonahighwaywhen
thecleric’s supportersattackeda
policevehiclewithfirearms,sick-
les and a samurai sword. Police
displayedtheweaponsduringthe
newsconference.
Police have been investigat-

ing the controversial andpoliti-
cally influential cleric forviolat-
ing coronavirus protocols after
severalmassgatherings tocele-
bratehisreturnfromselfexilein
SaudiArabia lastmonth.
Rizieqwas scheduled to ap-

pear for police questioning on
Monday, after failing to appear
lastweek.
Munarman,aspokesmanfor

the Islamic Defender’s Front
(FPI), the hardline group led by
Rizieq, denied their entourage
wasarmed,sayingtheclericand
his familyhadbeentravellingto
adawnprayereventwhen they
were attacked by “unknown
thugs”. He said six of Rizieq’s
bodyguardswerevictimsof“ex-
trajudicial killing”.REUTERS

UKseesFranceplaying ‘badcop’

FRANCEHASbeenac-
cusedbytheBritishof
playing“badcop”inthe
tradedealnegotiations
aspointsstressedby
Parisremainthemainissues
thatarestillunresolvedbe-
tweentheUKandtheEU.Itis
theFrenchwhohaveinsisted
onaccesstofishinginBritish
waters,oneofthetworemain-
ingstickingpointsinthenego-

tiations.Francehasalso
takentheleadinde-
mandingthatUKclosely
alignitselfwithEUrules
andstandardsif itwants

accesstothesinglemarket.On
theotherhand,Germanyhas
beenseenasthe“goodcop”,
tryingtogetadealdone.Oneof
thereasonsforthisisthatthe
UKprovidesamajormarketfor
Germany’slargeautoindustry.

MEANWHILE

HARRISREMEMBERSHERMOTHERONB’DAY
USVicePresident-electKamalaHarrispostedaphotographofherlatemotherShyamala
GopalanonTwitterontheoccasionofthelatter’sbirthday.“Thinkingofmybeloved
mothertodayonherbirthday.Here’smymother,UncleBalu,andmyChinniChittiatthe
Montrealairportforthe76Olympics,”HarrispostedonMondayalongwiththephoto.
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E-VOTINGFORUNITHOLDERSDURINGDECEMBER26-28

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER7

FRANKLINTEMPLETON(FT)AMC
haswarnedinvestorsofafallinnet
asset values and losses for
unitholdersiftheyvoteagainstits
decisiontowindupsixcreditguar-
anteeschemesinAprilthisyear.
AccordingtoFT,theTrusteeis

of theviewthatif thedecisionto
winduptheschemeinanorderly
manner is not implemented, it
willprecipitatearushofredemp-
tions,whichwill force adistress
sale of theportfolio securities—
likely resulting in a reduction in
the net asset value (NAV) of the
schemeandsubstantiallossesfor
unitholders. Around Rs 26,000
croreofinvestors’moneyisstuck
inthesixschemes.
FTsaidthefacilityofelectronic

votingwill bemade available to
unitholders for the period from
December26,2020toDecember
28.Ameetingofunitholdersofthe
schemewillbeheldonDecember
29from9.00amviavideoconfer-
encing,accompaniedbythefacil-
ity of electronic voting on the
same day from 9.00 am until
10.30am,itsaid.

“It is also likely that such a
largevolumeofsaleinashortpe-
riod of timewould impact the
bond market as a whole and
compoundliquidityissuesforse-
curitiesintheschemeportfolio,”
FTsaidinalettertotheunithold-
ers. Further, if the scheme is
opened for redemptions under
thesecircumstances,meetingre-
demptiondemandastheycome
islikelytoresultindisorderlydis-
tributions, besides significant
losses forunitholders, it said.
However, a section of

unitholdershasbeendemanding
immediate redemption of the
moneyasperthenetassetvalue.

“Howcanwe trust themagain?
TheUSparentofFTshouldbailout
the Indian arm. Indian investors
putmoney in the schemes con-
sidering the foreignparentageof
thefundhouse,”saidstockbroker
PawanDharnidharka.
On the other hand, the

Trustee isof theviewthatanor-
derly liquidation would max-
imise the value of the portfolio
assets for distribution of cash to
unitholders on a pro-rata basis,
FT said. “Thus, in an orderly
winding up, there is a greater
likelihood of realising fair value
from the investments within a
reasonableperiodof timebythe

person authorised under
Regulation41,”FTsaid.
“Unitholdersmaynotethata

significantportionofthescheme
assetsisheldinsecuritiesandthe
liquidity position of each secu-
rity, and consequently thevalue
realizedmayvarydependingon
thetimeavailabletogenerateliq-
uidity. An orderly liquidation
would obtain better value for
unitholders,” it said.
“There can be no guarantee

thattheoutcomeswillbeexactly
as theTrusteeexpects,”FTsaid.
TheSupremeCourtlastweek

permitted Franklin Templeton
TrusteeServicestoholdmeeting
with unitholders of six debt
schemes that the companypro-
posedtowinduponApril23,cit-
ing difficulties in the bondmar-
ket due to the Covid pandemic.
The apex court also stayed re-
demption from the schemes till
furtherorders.
ThesixschemesthatFranklin

Templeton had shut since April
thisyearhavereceivedtotal cash
flows of Rs 11,576 crore till
November27,2020frommaturi-
ties, pre-payments and coupon
payments,ofwhichRs2,836crore
was received in the month of

November. Individually, Franklin
IndiaLowDurationFund,Franklin
India Ultra Short Bond Fund,
Franklin IndiaDynamicAccrual
Fund and Franklin India Credit
RiskFundhave48percent,46per
cent,33percentand14percentof
theirrespectiveAUMincash.
A Bench comprising justices

Abdul S Nazeer and Sanjiv
Khanna,whileseekingresponse
frominvestors,said,“…without
prejudice to rights and con-
tentionsofallparties,trusteesare
permitted to call meeting of
unitholders to seek their con-
sent/approval. Steps in this re-
gardwillbetakenwithinaperiod
of oneweek. Therewill be stay
on redemptions till then,” the
judgessaid in itsbrief order.
The SC Bench also frowned

upon the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
regulations, saying they are not
easy to comprehend for the lay-
men. “Your regulations are so
sketchy. All the confusion is be-
cause of your regulations. We
also interpret these liberally. A
layman cannot understand the
language of your regulations,”
Justice Khanna told the
Sebicounsel.

BRIEFLY
Bankersnotto
takepartinbandh
NewDelhi:Bankunionssaid
theywill not participate in
the ‘Bharat Bandh’ on
Tuesday, even as they ex-
pressedsolidaritywithfarm-
ers protesting against the
new farm laws. Farmer
groupshavecalled for ana-
tionwide shutdown on
Tuesday to protest against
three recentlyenactedagri-
culture-relatedlegislations.

Petrol,diesel
risefor6thday
NewDelhi:Petrol pricewas
hiked by 30 paise per litre
and diesel by 26 paise, ac-
cording to a price notifica-
tionofoilmarketingcompa-
nies.RatesforpetrolinDelhi
rose to Rs 83.71 per litre,
fromRs 83.41while diesel
pricewentupfromRs73.61
toRs73.87perlitre.

ArcelorMittal:
Stayonorders
New Delhi: The National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal(NCLAT)hasstayed
the orders of Ahmedabad
bench of NCLT directing
ArcelorMittal India to pay
aroundRs1,300croreasIRP
costs in Odisha Slurry
Pipeline Infrastructure (OS-
PIL)forusingitsassets.

MalavikaHegde
CoffeeDayCEO
New Delhi: Coffee Day
Enterprises Ltd (CDEL) on
Monday said Malavika
Hegde, thewife of its late
founderVGSiddhartha,has
beenappointedasthecom-
pany’s Chief Executive
Officer.CDELrunsachainof
CafeCoffeeDayrestaurants
inIndia.PTI

MSME taxpayers may
file GST return via SMS
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
KOLKATA,DECEMBER7

The MSME taxpayers will no
longerrequiretologontotheGST
portaltofiletheirreturn.Instead,
theycanfiletheirreturnthrough
an SMS helping to reduce their
costof compliance.
AjitKumar,chairman,Central

BoardofIndirectTaxes&Custom
at a session of the Bharat
Chamber of Commerce, said:
“MSMEtaxpayers,withnil liabil-
ity, can fileGST returnbyamere
SMS. Thiswill improve the ease
of doing business, particularly
duringtheCOVID-19onslaught”.
There have been demands

fromthetaxpayers,mostlyinthe
MSME sector, that GST be
charged on receipt of payment
instead of the tax liability com-
ing to them on the date of is-
suance of invoice or receipt of
payment whichever is earlier.
Thiscausesblockageofworking
capital, puttingmuch pressure
onthe liquidity.
Though Kumar remained

non-committal to the proposal,
hesaid,theCustomsdepartment
rolled out the nationwide face-
lessassessmentsystemforship-
ment clearances at every port
from 31st October providing
maximumbenefit to the indus-
try,onceagainsavingtheircosts
of compliance.FE

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER7

JETAIRWAYSLtd,whichcollapsed
in2019, is likely tobeback in the
skies as early as the summer of
next year (April-May2021). The
airline’snewpromoters,MurariLal
JalanandKalrockCapital, plan to
start domestic and international
operationswith all the slots that
wereavailabletotheairlinebefore
itstoppedoperations.
Announcing the revival, the

promoters said the “Jet 2.0 pro-
gramme is aimedat reviving the
past glory of JetAirways”with a
freshsetofprocessesandsystems
to ensure greater efficiency and
productivityacrossall routes. “As
pertheresolutionplan,JetAirways
intendstooperateallofitshistoric
domesticslotsinIndiaandrestart
internationaloperations.Ifevery-
thinggoesasperplanandthecon-
sortiumreceivestheNCLTandreg-
ulatory approvals on time, Jet
Airwayswouldbebackintheskies
bythesummerof2021,theysaid.

Accordingtoastatementfrom
thenewpromoters, the consor-
tium’svision is “to regain the lost
ground, setnewbenchmarks for
theairlineindustrywiththetagof
beingthebestcorporatefull-serv-
iceairlineoperatingondomestic
andinternationalroutes”.
ItsaidJet2.0hubswillremain

Delhi, Mumbai and Bengaluru
likebefore.
“The revival planproposes to

supportTier2andTier3citiesby
creating sub-hubs in such cities.
Thiswouldboosttheeconomyin
thesecities,helpJetAirwaysstand

backon its feet fast, and support
the overall visionof the govern-
menttopromoteaviationbusiness
throughTier2andTier3cities in
India,”thestatementsaid.OnApril
17,2019,JetAirwaysceasedallop-
erationsasitranoutofcash.
Thestatementsaidtheconsor-

tiumhadevaluated theoptionof
startinganewairlinebutsomein-
herentstrengthsofJetAirwayslike
theoptimalflightslots,brandvalue
andreputationforbest-in-classin-
flightserviceandsafety,givingJet
2.0anedgeoverothers,were too
temptingtoresist.

REUTERS
STOCKHOLM,DECEMBER7

BUDGETFURNITUREgiant IKEA
saidithastakentheemotionalde-
cision toendaseven-decade tra-
dition anddiscontinue its cata-
logue, oneof theworld’s biggest
annualpublications, as shoppers
moveonline.
Thepublicationreachedapeak

in2016,whenmorethan200mil-
lion copieswere distributed to
households and IKEA stores in
morethan50markets.
Its very first edition, in 1951,

featuring theMKWingChair on
the cover, had a print run of
285,000 copies andwasdistrib-
utedinsouthernSweden.Thelast

one,fromthisyear,runsto40mil-
lioncopies.
Thedecision is part of IKEA’s

push to becomemoredigital as

consumers increasingly seek in-
spirationonline, aswell as shop-
pingviatheweb.Inthe12months
toend-August,IKEA’sonlinesales
jumpedby45percent.
“The number of copies has

gonedown,butwehavealsoseen
thatpeoplehavemuchmoreused
ourwebsite, appsandsocialme-
dia.Thecataloguebecamelessand
lessimportant,”saidKonradGruss,
ManagingDirector at franchisor
Inter IKEASystems-adivisionof
brandownerInterIKEAGroup.
“The interest in thecatalogue

has comedown,”he toldReuters
inaninterview.

KJMVARMA
BEIJING,DECEMBER7

CHINA’S EXPORTS to India de-
clinedby13percentinthefirst11
monthsof theyear,while India’s
exports toChina rose16per cent
inthesameperiod,asperChinese
customsdatareleasedonMonday.
Thebilateral trade in the first

11months of 2020 touched$78
billion,amidstbordertensionsbe-
tween the twocountries ineast-
ern Ladakh. The two countries
tradedabout$92.68billionworth
ofgoodsin2019.
Accordingtocustomsdatare-

leasedonMonday,Chinaexported

about $59billionworthof prod-
ucts to India from January to
November,down13percent,are-
port in thestate-runGlobalTimes
said. China’s imports from India
stood at about $19billion in the
first11months,up16percent.
Amidbordertension,Indiahas

bannedover200Chineseappsas
theyposedathreattothe“sover-
eigntyof India”.PTI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER7

THE GOODS and Services Tax
(GST)taxpayerswithturnoverup
toRs5crorewillhavetheoption
toease their complianceburden
from January 1, as the facility to
fileGSTR-3Bonlyonquarterlyba-
siskicksin.Currently,GSTR-3Bis
filed on amonthly basis along
withpaymentof taxes.
TheQuarterlyfilingofReturn

withMonthly Payment (QRMP)
scheme,whichwasapprovedby
the GST Council in October,
means that instead of amanda-
tory 16 returns that need to be
filed a year (12 GSTR-3B and 4
GSTR-1), thenewsystemwould
provide for8returns (4GSTR-3B
and4GSTR-1).
Theschemewill cover92per

centor94lakhGST-registeredtax-
payers.Currently, thereareabout

1.2crore registered taxpayers, in-
cluding17lakhcompositiondeal-
ers.However, anassesseeopting
for the schemewill need to pay
tax on monthly basis but will
have the option to either dis-
charge theactual liabilityvia the
cashledgerorthroughapre-filled
challanamountingto35percent
of the cash paid as taxes in the
previousquarter.
“This may also reduce his

tribulationsoflatefee,asthepre-
filledchallanwillallowtaxpayers
todepositmonthly35percent of
the cash paid in the previous
quarter in the electronic cash
ledger,”asourcesaid.
The sources said that the

scheme was aimed at cutting
downcompliancecostofsmaller
taxpayerswho are forced to en-
gage professional help for filing
returns.FE

INTERVIEWWITHANANDAGARWAL,GROUPCEO,STL

THE CAPITAL investment
planned by telecomcompanies
inwireline andoptical fibrenet-
worksoverthenextfewquarters
will have to be onparwith their
investmentinwirelesstechnolo-
gies to achieve quality aswell as
scale of service, the group chief
executiveofficer (CEO)ofoptical
fibre cable-maker and tech
solutions provider STL,
ANANDAGARWALsaid inan in-
teractionwithAASHISHARYAN.
Editedexcerpts:

Whilethefirstthreemonths
of thefiscalyearwerespentin
strict lockdown,therehas
beenrelativebounce-backin
economicactivity.Whatwere
thelearningsatSTL?
The biggest issue for uswas

workingonproject sites itself. In
terms of augmenting thework-
force and getting the right per-
missions,therewereissues.Alot
of timeupuntil July-Augustwas
spentonthat,alongwithmaking
sure that everybody is healthy
andsafe.So,thoseweretheissues
that we encountered. In hind-
sight, everybody can wonder
whetherwecouldhaveplanned
betterordonesomethingdiffer-

ent. Right now, if people act in a
more calibrated manner, we
shouldbeabletocomeoutofthis
and leave the pandemic behind
us.AsfarasSTLisconcerned,the
shift towardsdigital is creatinga
global demand forus. That gives
usgoodvisibility intheshort-to-
midterm.

Is itadeliberatefocusof
telecomcompaniestomove
fromapurewirelessplaytoa
combinedmixofwirelessand
wirelineservices?
Wireless gives you coverage

andwireline gives you capacity.
For example, for Jio (Reliance Jio
Infocomm), 85 per cent of the
towersareconnectedwith fibre.
Airtel isnowaddingmuchmore
toitspresentcapacity.
The more wireless services

expand, themorewirelinewill
be required. With 5G, the data
consumption in India goes up
more than 10 fold, which is
nearly 10 GB per user per
month right now.

WhatcanwemakeofSTL’s
partnershipwithAirtel?Isita
signofthingstocome
whereinwecanseemoresuch
telecom-fibrecompany
partnerships?
In2019,therewasnotalotof

investment happening in this
sector in India.Therewasalotof
talk,re-calibrationandrecorrec-
tion.In2020,withthissortofor-
der book, the investments have
started happening again. This is
amacroopportunity.Thescaleis
decent, the execution is very fo-
cused,andlargelywillhappenin
secondhalfofthisyear.Thisisan
integrated opportunity which
takesasolution-basedapproach
fibre, cable, interconnect, net-
workdesign,roll-out.Itwillbean
end-to-end solution. What it
does forAirtel is that it creates a
robust backhaul, tower connec-
tivitynetworkfor them.

Full interviewon
www.indianexpress.com

Pandemic forces IKEA to turn the
page on catalogue after 7 decades

The2021catalogueatanIKEAstore inStockholm.Reuters

Cos garner `73,215 cr frommkts in
Oct, debt via private placement leads
Companies raised`73,215 crore from the capitalmarkets in
October,with private placement of debt instruments
continuing to be themost-preferred route, as permonthly
bulletin publishedby Securities andExchangeBoard of India

`73,215cr RAISED IN OCTOBER COMPARED TO
`75,232 CRORE IN SEPTEMBER

THROUGH ISSUANCE OF EQUITY AND DEBT SECURITIES

6 companies launched IPOs on main board stock exchanges
are: CAMS, UTI Asset Management Company, Chemcon
Speciality Chemicals, Angel Broking, Likhitha Infrastructure
and Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders

1 public issue of corporate bonds amounting to
Rs 300 crore in October, data from the market
regulator Securities and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) showed

Source:
Sebi/PTI

PURPOSE:The funds have
beenmopped upmainly for
business expansion plans, loan
repayments andworking
capital requirements

`62,331cr of thetotalwas
mopped up fromprivate
placement of debt securities
and `4,144crore through
private placement of equity,
which include qualified
institutional placement (QIP)
and preferential allotment
routes

`2,200cr raised through
theQIP route

`1.1 lakh crmopup inAugust

`1,944cr raised through
issuance of shares on a
preferential allotment basis

STATUSINSEPTEMBER:
In comparison, corporates had
mobilised `64,389crore and
`9,022crore through private
placement of debt securities
and equities, respectively,
in September

`5,825crwas raised through
sixmain-board initial public
offering, `62crore fromeight
SME’s initial share-saleand
`554crore through rights issue
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Full redemption
notguaranteed

INVESTORSCOMPLAINthatFranklinTempleton(FT),which
unilaterallydecidedtoclosethescheme, isnowforcing
themtobackitsdecision.There’sdemandfrominvestors
thatFT’sparent intheUSshouldstepinandprovidefunds
forredemption.Evenif investorsvoteforwindingup,there’s
noguaranteethattheywillget full refund.

FranklinTempletonwarnsof losses
incaseofvoteagainstwind-upplan

‘Wireline capex will have to be on
par with investment in wireless’

Government of India
Department of Atomic Energy

General Manager/TD, BRIT & Project Coordinator-MUFMPF/Chief
Executive, BRIT, Vashi Complex, Sector 20, Vashi, Navi Mumbai 400703,
hereby invites sealed tenders on behalf of the President of India for item
rate tender for following work.
01. TENDERNOTICENO.:- BRIT/TD/LCL/CIRUS/MECH/2020/02 Date:03/12/2020
02. DESCRIPTION OF WORK :- Complete in all respect the design,

fabrication, finishing, powder coating, assembly, Supply, installation,
Testing, Commissioning of two galvanized Iron (GI) powder coated
double sash type fume hood with table for RPL, BRIT Vashi, Navi
Mumbai and complete refurbishing of existing six fume hoods for cirus
reactor job by transporting to contractor’s work place and delivering
back to LCL, BRIT, Vashi, Navi Mumbai after refurbishment.

03. Estimated cost (Incl. GST):- Rs.23,00,000/- (Rupees Twenty Three
Lakh Only)

04. Earnest money deposit:- Rs. 46,000/- (Rs Forty six thousand only)
(Exempted by Ministry of Finance, Govt. of India)

05. Sale of Tender documents:- 8-12-2020 to 22-12-2020
06. Date of submission & opening of tender:- Up to 14:00 hrs or before

on 1/1/2021 and will be opened by him/her in his/her office at 15:00 Hrs.
on 1/1/2021.
For detail NIT, kindly visit website http://www.britatom.gov.in

(A.C. Dey)
General Manager, TD/BRIT & Project Coordinator-MUFMPF

Board of Radiation and Isotope Technology

■TheQuarterlyfilingof
ReturnwithMonthly
Payment(QRMP)scheme,
whichwasapprovedbythe
GSTCouncilinOctober,
meansthatinsteadofa
mandatory16returnsthat
needtobefiled ayear(12
GSTR-3Band4GSTR-1),the

newsystemwouldprovide
for8returns(4GSTR-3Band
4GSTR-1).
■Theschemewillcover92%
or94lakhGST-registered
taxpayers.Currently,there
areabout1.2croreregistered
taxpayers,including17lakh
compositiondealers.

SCHEMETOCOVER92%REGISTEREDTAXPAYERS

OnApril17,2019, JetAirwaysceasedalloperations. File

‘Quarterly GSTRs to ease compliance from Jan’

India’sexports toChina
rise16%inthefirst11
monthsof year,asper
Chinesecustomsdata

Chinese exports to India
decline in 2020 so far

Jet Airways to fly in summer
of 2021, say new promoters

New Delhi



New Delhi



New Delhi



(Govt. of Jammu & Kashmir)
Office of the Executive Engineer (Distribution)

Jammu Power Distribution Corporation Limited (jpdcl) Electric Division Kathua Power Development Department
Email: xenmrekathua123@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

e-NIT No:KED/28 of 2020 Dated: 01.12.2020
For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of the UT of Jammu and Kashmir, the Executive Engineer (Distribution) JPDCL, Electric

Division, Kathua, hereinafter referred as ‘Employer’, invites online e-bids from reputed Companies or Class ‘A’ registered Electrical contrac-
tors for Improvement of HT/LT Network of the Villages Malhar, Baggan, Dhar Dugnoo and Serimooni by way of replacement of
Wooden/Rotten/Damaged Poles, Insertion of Poles in Longer Spans and replacement of Wornout/Stranded/Barbed Wire Coductor
on Turnkey Basis under the jurisdiction of electric Sub Division Billawar of O&M Division, Kathua (JPDCL).

The tender document consisting of terms and conditions, Bill of quantities and other details can be downloaded from
http://jktenders.gov.in.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
JPDCL O&M Division Kathua

No: KED/TS/1336-39
Dated: 01.12.2020

S.
No.

1.

Cost of Tender
Document (in Rs.)

2000/-

Earnest Money/ Security
Deposit (in Rs.)

130000/-

Date and time of Downloading
of Bidding documents

02.12.2020
(10.00 A.M.)

Last date and time
of e-Bid submission

11.12.2020
(02.00 P.M.)

Date and Time of
opening of e-Bids

12.12.2020
(12.00 PM)

DIP/J-2898-P/-20

Ref No:-BSCL/2020-21/605 Date: 07.12.2020
Bareilly Smart City Limited, Bareilly invites e-tender for the following projects:-

BAREILLY SMART CITY LIMITED (BSCL)

BAREILLY (UTTAR PRADESH, INDIA)

S.
No.

Name of the Work Earnest
Money

Deposit (Rs.)

Tender fee
with GST @

18% (Rs.)

Work
completion

Period

Bid Start
Date

01 Construction of R.C.C. Drain from Kargaina
Police Chowki to Existing Culvert at Chainage
1600, Bareilly

17.5 Lakhs 11,800 6 Months 8.12.2020

02 Design, Supply, testing and Commissioning of
2MLD STP in Pond, Development of Drain,
and Pond Rejuvenation Civil Works in Akshar
Vihar with O and M period of 4 years in Bareilly

15 Lakhs 29,500 9 Months 11.12.2020

03 Renovation of Ghantaghar Clock Tower with
Development of Moti Park and Parking Area
under Bareilly Smart City Limited

2 Lakhs 11,800 6 Months 11.12.2020

04 Retrofitting of Lakshman Dayal Singhal Nagar
Nigam, Reading Room and Library with Smart
Infrastructure for Digital Library under Bareilly
Smart City Limited

1.5 Lakhs 11,800 6 Months 11.12.2020

05 External Development of New Nagar Nigam
Building under Bareilly Smart City Limited

5 Lakhs 11,800 6 Months 15.12.2020

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Earnest Money Deposit (Rs.) Bid Start
Date

01 Expression of Interest (EOI) for
Implementation and Operation of Public Bike
Sharing System in Bareilly on PPP Mode

10,000 8.12.2020

1. Detailed NIT and Bid Document shall be available on: - https://etender.up.nic.in and
http://www.bareillysmartcity.in

2. Tender call notice in two Bid systems (Part- I: General & Technical Bid and Part-II financial Bid/Price
Bid/BOQ) from intending bidders fulfilling the eligibility criteria mentioned in this Notice and other
qualifying requirements mentioned in this RFP

3. Amendment to NIT, if any would be published on website only.

4. In case of any queries on this RFP, intending bidders may contact THE GENERAL MANAGER,
BAREILLY SMART CITY LIMITED, Bareilly (Tel. No: - 0581- 25510074, 7055519602) or send an email
to ceo bscl01@gmail.com

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer,

Bareilly Smart City Limited, Bareilly

(Govt. of Jammu & Kashmir)
OOffffiiccee ooff tthhee EExxeeccuuttiivvee EEnnggiinneeeerr ((DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn))

JJaammmmuu PPoowweerr DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn CCoorrppoorraattiioonn LLiimmiitteedd ((JJPPDDCCLL)) EElleeccttrriicc DDiivviissiioonn KKaatthhuuaa PPoowweerr DDeevveellooppmmeenntt DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt
Email: xenmrekathua123@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

e-NIT No:KED/26 of 2020 Dated: 01.12.2020
For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of the UT of Jammu and Kashmir, the Executive Engineer (Distribution) JPDCL, Electric

Division, Kathua, hereinafter referred as ‘Employer’, invites online e-bids from reputed Companies or Class ‘A’ registered Electrical contrac-
tors for Improvement of HT/LT Network of the Villages Budhi, Nagrota, Forlain and Pandrar by way of replacement of
Wooden/Rotten/Damaged Poles, Insertion of Poles in Longer Spans and replacement of Wornout/Stranded/Barbed Wire Coductor
on Turnkey Basis under the jurisdiction of electric Sub Division Kathua of O&M Division, Kathua (JPDCL).

The tender document consisting of terms and conditions, Bill of quantities and other details can be downloaded from
http://jktenders.gov.in.

Sd/- Executive Engineer
JPDCL O&M Division Kathua

No: KED/TS/1340-43
Dated: 01.12.2020

S.
No.

1.

Cost of Tender
Document (in Rs.)

2000/-

Earnest Money/ Security
Deposit (in Rs.)

142000/-

Date and time of Downloading
of Bidding documents

02.12.2020
(10.00 A.M.)

Last date and time
of e-Bid submission

11.12.2020
(02.00 P.M.)

Date and Time of
opening of e-Bids

12.12.2020
(12.00 PM)

DIP/J-2890/-20

Pimpri Chinchwad New Town Development Authority
New Administrative Building, Akurdi, Pune - 44,

Phone No. 020-27652934/35

OnlineTenders are invited fromeligibleContractors having relevant experience for following
work.

Tender Notice

Sd/-
(Bansi Gavali)

Chief Executive Of(ce

Sr.No. Name of Work
1 Development of Infrastructure of Commercial Plots of PIECC in sector 5 & 8

atMoshi, Pune - 412105.

Call No.
First

2

3

Managing and Promoting, Exhibitions, Conferences, corporate events etc in
Outdoor Exhibition Centre Facility in sector 5 & 8, Moshi Pune 412 105
(Herein aftermentioned asOpenExhibitionCentre (OEC)')

Second

Project Management Consultancy Services for the work of Construction of
Pune International Exhibition andConventionCentre,Moshi, Pune.
(Phase II)

Second

Note:- 1) Format of Tender is available from 08/12/2020 on "http://mahatenders.gov.in" for
downloading.

2) DetailedNotice is available onwww.pcntda.org.in

Advt. No.16/2020-21
Government of Jammu & Kashmir UT.

Office of the Executive Engineer, Jal Shakti WATER SUPPLY
MASTER PLAN DIVISION Srinagar.

Gist of Notice Inviting e-Tenders
e-NIT NO:- 33/WSMP OF 12/2020 Dated 04-12-2020 (2020-21)

For andon behalf of the Lt. Governor of Union Territory of J&K, Executive Engineer Water Supply Master Plan
Division Srinagar invites tenders by e-tendering mode in Two cover system from Contractors/ firms approved/registered with J&K
UTPWD/MES/Railways for the works detailed below.

(Position of Funds Available)

The bidding document can be downloaded from the website jktenders.gov.in where in all the terms and conditions are highlighted in details.

Important Dates.

Date of Publishing. 05-12-2020
Date of downloading the bidding documents. 05-12-2020
Date of submission Start & Close of bid online. 05-12-2020 to 19-12-2020 upto 4:00 P.M
Date of opening. 21-12-2020 11:00 A.M

Executive Engineer,
WSMP Division SrinagarDIPK-100054/20

S. Name of work Estimated Earnest Cost of Head of Time of Class of
No cost Money Document Account compl. Contract

1. Rs.5.56 Rs. Rs. 5475 15 CEE
Lacs 11120/- 250/- District Days &

Sector DEE

2. Rs. 6.20 Rs. Rs. 5475 15 CEE
Lacs 12400/- 300/- District Days &

Sector DEE

3. Rs. 0.61 Rs. Rs. 2215 10 DEE
Lacs 1220/- 100/- Non Plan Days

4. Rs. 3.59 Rs. Rs. 2215 Running DEE
Lacs 7180/- 200/- Non Plan Till

31-03-2021

5. Rs. 23.47 Rs. Rs. Languishing 30 BEE
Lacs 46940/- 800/- Programme Days &

Under JKIDFC CEE

Improvements to Water Supply to Shambabad Sector 3
By Way of Laying and fitting of 100mm dia / 50mm diaGI
/ 40mm dia GI Pipe including Hamzah Colony
Bemina(Under District Sector).

Laying and fitting of 100mm dia / 50mm dia / 40mm dia
Pipe including Distribution System Water Supply Wornout
at Sultan Afreen Colony and Muslimabad Bemina
Bypass.(Under District Sector).

Providing and Fixing of Wire Guaze to Top Opening of
1MG SR (at Kohimaran) at 4MGD Water Treatment Plant
Pokhribal.

Maintenance and Reapirs and other Emergency Works at
10MGD Water Treatment Plant Tangnar during the year
2020-21.

Face Lifting, Grill Work, Racks, Wiring and Pannel Boards
etc. for State Level Water Testing Laboratory at HMT
Zainakote. (under Languishing Programme).

DIPR/ 4530/Tender/2020

CHENNAI METROPOLITAN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Thalamuthu Natarajan Building, No.1, Gandhi Irwin Road, Egmore, Chennai - 600 008.

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (REOI)
(Consulting Services)

Chennai Metropolitan Development Authority (CMDA), Government of Tamil Nadu
has applied for financing from the World Bank towards the cost of the Tamil Nadu
Housing and Habitat Development Project. CMDA now invites eligible consultancy
firms to indicate their interest in providing the services for the below mentioned
assignment under the Tamil Nadu Housing and Habitat Development Project.

“Preparing a Vision Document for the Third Master Plan for Chennai
Metropolitan Area (2026-2046)”

The detailed Terms of Reference is available in the websites -
www.cmdachennai.gov.in and www.tenders.tn.gov.in. Last date and time for
submission of Expression of Interest (EOI) is 28.12.2020 upto 5.00 p.m. The
EOI shall be sent to the Member Secretary, Chennai Metropolitan Development
Authority, Thalamuthu Natarajan Building, No.1, Gandhi Irwin Road, Egmore,
Chennai - 600 008, Tamil Nadu, India. e.mail: cmdaprocurement@gmail.com

Member Secretary,
Chennai Metropolitan Development Authority
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PPEERRSSOONNAALL

Classifieds
II,,YYAATTIINNS/oMukesh
Sharma,R/OWZ-175,A-BLOCK,
NEAR-SCHOOLROAD,
OPP.GALI.NO.40, UTTAM
NAGAR,DELHI-59,HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETOYATIN
SHARMA,FORALLPURPOSES.

0040557085-3

II,,VViinnooddGupta S/oSuganChand
GuptaR/oA-297, Sector-47,
Noida(U.P.) have changedmy
name toVinodKumarGupta
for all futurepurposes.

0040557046-2

II,,VVIIJJAAYY JINDAL,S/OBALDEV
DASS, R/o-W-22, GREATER
KAILASHPART-I, SOUTH-EAST-
DELHI, DELHI-110048, changed
myname toVIJAYGOPAL
JINDAL. 0040557085-5

II,,UUddaayy SinghS/oBir SinghRana
R/o-19, Amrita SherGill-Marg
NewDelhi- 110003,have
changedmyname toUday
SinghRana. 0040557084-6

II,,SShheekkhhaarr S/oDoult RamR/o-
16/1695, Block-E, Bapa-
Nagar,Karol Nagar,Delhi-
110005,have changedmy
name toShekharChandoliya.

0040557092-10

II,,SShhaammsshhaaddAhmedS/o-Mohd
Haneef R/o-G-29/7,Muradi
Road,BatlaHouse,Jamia
Nagar,Okhla,NewDelhi-
110025,have changedmy
name toShamshadAhmad for
all futurepurpose.

0040557084-4

II,,SShhaakkiill Ahmed, S/o-Abdul Gani,
Add-F-247-block-F, Shaheen
bagh,Jamia-NagarOkhla,
AbulFazal enclave-II, Delhi-
110025,changedmyname to
shakeel ahmed. 0040557084-3

II,,SSOONNIIYYAASINGHD/O
RAMASHRAYSHARMAR/O
HNO.2,GALINO.7,RATAN
VIHAR,KIRARI,SULEMAN
NAGAR,DELHI-110086.
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
SONIYASHARMA. 0040557089-2

II,,SSOONNIIAA,, D/O.RAJENDRA
SHARMAADD-37/BGALINO.4
CHANKYAPLACEPART-I
UTTAM-NAGARD.K.MOHAN
GARDENWESTDELHI-
110059,changedmyname to
SONIASHARMApermanently.

0040557085-1

II,,SSHHOOBBHHAATRIPATHI, spouse
of,SHIVAKANT
TRIPATHI,Resident of,D/160,
GALI.NO-2,BHARAT-VIHAR
KAKROLA,SOUTH-WESTDELHI-
110078,have changedmy
name,fromSHOBHADEVI
TRIPATHI to SHOBHATRIPATHI,
vide-Affidavit,Dated-
19/11/2020,At-Delhi.

0040557089-6

II,,RRaavvii Bhushan,R/o Flat.No.D-
403,Maurya-Apartment,
I.P.Extention, Patparganj,
Delhi-110092, have changed
myminor daughter’s name
fromAnanya toAhana
Bhushanpermanently.

0040557089-3

II,,NNaajjeeeebb SultanSherwani S/O
BarkatAhmed, R/oKinawa
PostGhinauna,Kasganj,
BilaramUttar Pradesh, 207124,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownas
NajeebAhma. 0070723088-1

II,,MMoonniiccaa PathakRaghavan,W/o
AnoopAngirish, R/o 4Q-
804,AWHOTownship,
GurjinderVihar, SectorChi-1,
GreaterNoida-201310,have
changedmyname toMonica
PathakAngirishpermanently.

0040557089-4

II,,MMoohhddKhalid,S/oMohd
faiyzuddin, R/o-12A/58D,
Main-Road.No.66, Nehar-
Bazar,Maujpur,Delhi-
110053,have changedmy
name toKhalid FirdosS/o
Yaqoob,for all future
purposes. 0040557084-2

II,,UUddiitt NarayanSharma,S/o
AdityaNarayanSharma, R/o-
390/2,Sector-5Vasundhra
Ghaziabad-201012(U.P.) Have
ChangedMyNameUdit
Sharma,For Future.

0040557092-3

II,,KKuullvviinnddeerr Padam,S/OPritam
SinghPadamR/O-H-
431,Gali.No-7,KushakRoad.No-
2,Sindhi ColonySaroop-Nagar
Delhi-110042,changedmy
nametoKulvinder Singh.

0040557084-7

II,,IInndduuppuurrii Sahithi,W/oVuduta
Nanaji,presently,R/o-
Qtr.No.18/304,Tejas -Enclave
Vayu-Sena-Vihar,AFSSR
Gurgaon,Haryana-
122003,have changedmy
name,from Indupuri Sahithi to
Vuduta Sahithi, vide-Affidavit,
dated-04.12.2020. 0040557085-8

II,,IInndduuppuurrii Sahithi,W/oVuduta
Nanaji,presently,R/o-
Qtr.No.18/304,Tejas -Enclave
Vayu-Sena-Vihar,AFSSR
Gurgaon,Haryana-
122003,have changedmy
name,from Indupuri Sahithi to
Vuduta Sahithi, vide-Affidavit,
dated-04.12.2020. 0040557085-8

II,,Manoj S/o Ashwani
Kumar,H.No.750, Second
Floor,Sector-52,Gurgaon
(Haryana)-122003,have
changedmyname toManoj
Gupta. 0040557092-1

II,,MohdAnasS/oKhursheed
AhmadR/oHouseNo.-613, Gali
No.-22, E-Block, Old
Mustafabad,Mustafabad,
Delhi-110094, that nameofmy
father hasbeenwrongly
writtenasKhurshidAhmed in
myVoter ID, PanCard,OBC
Certificate, Educational
Documents andBirth
Certificate. Theactual nameof
my father is Khursheed
Ahmad 0070723107-1

II,,IImmrraannaa ShamshadW/o-
ShamshadAhmadR/o-G-
29/7,Muradi Road,Batla
House,JamiaNagar,
Okhla,NewDelhi-110025, have
changedmyname to Imrana
Begumfor all futurepurpose.

0040557084-5

II,,DDiimmppllee SangwanD/oRattan
SinghDuhanR/oHouse
No.1488, Sector-13P,
Hisar(Haryana) have changed
myname fromDimple
Sangwan toDimpleDuhan for
all futurepurpose.

0040557046-1

II,,DDaarrppaann SharmaS/o-Sh.Yog
DhyanSharma,
R/o.House.No.635/4,
Gali.No.4,Arjun
Nagar,Gurugram,
Haryana,inform thatmyson’s
nameAshuandAngadboth
areoneandsameperson.His
DOB-27.08.2011. 0040557092-2

II,,BBrriijjMohanKohli S/o Late
Sh.Kartar ChandKohli R/oKG-
3/138,VikasPuri,NewDelhi-
110018declares that correct
andexact date of birth ofmy
wife namely Smt.VinodKohli is
27.12.1947 insteadof
17.12.1947(whichmentioned in
myoffice record). 0040557025-1

II,,BBAANNTTII Mahadhavraopaikrao,
D/omahadupaikrao, H.no.17,
basant-nagar, vasant-vihar
south/west delhi, NewDelhi-
110057, changedmyname to
Bantimahadupaikrao.

0040557089-1

II,, Vinjamuri Seethamma,w/o
Vinjamuri Venkata Surya
SubrahmanyaSarma. R/o
Kakinada,Engg. college,East
Godavari,AndhraPradesh-
533003 have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asVinjamuri Sita
Ramalakshmi 0070723095-1

II,, VernalliMohantyD/oBijaya
KumarMohantyR/oA-601,
NirmanPalace, JijamataRoad,
Pumphouse, Andheri East
Mumbai ChakalaMidc
MumbaiMaharashtra-400093.
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownas
Vernalli ZMohanty

0070723094-1

II,, Surjit KaurWife of S.
Balwinder SinghChhatwal R/o
K-58 FatehNagar Jail Road
Near TilakNagarNewDelhi-
110018. I have changedmy
name fromSurjit Kaur to
Surjeet Kaur. 0040557061-1

II,, SHAMASARAF,W/OTEJ
KRISHENSAFAF, R/o-B-
203,PRINCESS-PARK,
AHINSAKHAND-2,
INDIRAPURAM,GHAZIABAD,
U.P.201010, changedmyname
toSHAMANAGRI. 0040557085-6

II,, RaghubharDayal/Raghubar
Dayal,S/o LaxmiNarayan,
H.No.3546, Qutab-Road, Sadar-
Bazar, Delhi-110006,have
changedmyname to
RaghubharDayal Shrivastav
permanently. 0040557085-7

II,, PraveenShukla S/o
PradyumnaNathShuklaR/o
MayurVihar Phase-1, East
Delhi-110091, have changed
thenameofmysonPrannay
Shukla agedabout 13Years
andhe shall hereafter be
knownasPrannayNath.

0070723090-1

II,, PraveenKumar S/oRadhey
ShyamR/oHouseNo.-1000,
Gali No-22A, SwatantraNagar,
Narela, Delhi-110040 changed
myname toParveenKumar
for all futurepurposes

0070723096-1

II,,AAaammiirr S/OMohamadAnwar
R/Owz-56, gali no-9 virender
nagar , baakebiharimandir,
janakpuri,west delhi-110058
Have changedmyname to
Aamir khan. 0070723052-1

II,, NeetuDeviW/oRanjit Thakur
R/o-H.No-190A, G/F,Munirka
Village,New-Delhi,have
changedmyname toNitu
Devi. 0040557084-1

II,,MonikaD/oGajendraNegi
R/o.H.No.1584,Sector-5, R.K.
Puram,NewDelhi-110022,have
changedmyname toMonika
Negi,permanently.

0040557085-4

II,,Mohammad IslamS/oMohd
YaminR/oHouseNo.-613,
StreetNo.-22, E-Block,Old
Mustafabad, Dayalpur, Delhi-
110094, that nameofmy father
hasbeenwronglywrittenas
MohammadYamin inmy
Passport, Voter ID, Driving
Licence, PanCard,Office
Record,OBCCertificate,
Educational Documents and
BirthCertificate. Theactual
nameofmy father isMohd
Yamin 0070723104-1

It is general information that
HeenaParweenD/oMDSaidull
IslamR/oRamjanpurNear
HaidriMasjid JamadobaPost-
BhagaDist.-Dhanbad
Jharkhand-828301 infrom that
mynamehasbeenwrongly
writtenasHeenaParveen inmy
10 class educational
documents theactual ofmine
isHeenaParween.0040556757-6

I, PraveenKumarGargR/o-C-
53, First-Floor, Flat.No.102,
VishwakarmaColony,
M.B.Road,NewDelhi-
110044,have changemyson's
namePeeyushGarg toAtharv
Garg for all futurepurpose.
0040546835-2

II ,GitaVermaD/OSri Suresh
ChandraVermaR/o
A1/254,2nd Floor,Pankha
Road,Janakpuri,Delhi-110058,
have changedmyname to
GeetaVerma. 0070723061-1

II,,MANSI SHARMAD/O-
PRADEEPR/O-H.NO.402,
GALI.NO.7, SHALIMAR
VILLAGE, SHALIMAR-BAGH,
DELHI-88,have changedmy
name toMANSI.

0040557085-2

II,, KusumW/oAmrit Lal
Suryabansi R/oHNo. 42 Jain
Dera, Suraj Kund, Faridabad
have changedmyname to
KesriW/oAmrit Lal Suryabansi
for all purposes.

0040557076-1

II,, KhursheedAhmadS/oMohd
YaminR/oE-613, Gali No.-22,
MustafabadExtension, Delhi-
110094, that nameofmy father
hasbeenwronglywrittenas
Yameen inmy Voter ID, Pan
Card, Educational Documents
andBirthCertificate. The
actual nameofmy father is
MohdYamin.

0070723105-1

II,, HarishChandraSinghS/O
Jabbar Singh, R/o 00, Ravali Pal
Khundawas, Pali, Rajasthan
306104, have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
KnownasRajvardhanSingh
Rathore.

0070723085-1

II,, Bharat BhushanS/oRamLal
R/oNewHNo-1892/2, OldHNo-
127, KatraMoti Ram,Hathi
Gate, Amritsar, Punjab-143001,
that nameofminehasbeen
wronglywrittenasBharat
Julka inmyAmritsarCentral
Co-OperativeBankAccount.
Theactual nameofmine is
Bharat Bhushan.

0070723097-1

II,, AshwinAmarnathS/o
AmarnathSundaramR/o 181,
DDA (SFS), Flats, pocketNo-1,
Sec-5, DwarkaSec-6, Delhi-
110075, have changedmy
minor son’s name fromJoshua
Kewinaged 13 years to
AashrayAmarnathand I have
changedonlymyminor son
namenot his Religion

0070723102-1

II,, ArchanaUReddyD/OKrishna
Shabaraya, R/o 001Divya
Jyothi Classic, S.T.Bed,
Koramangala, Bangelore,
Karnataka-560047, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownas
ARCHANASHABARAYA.

0070723081-1

II,, Anisha,W/oLate.Pradeep
Khatri,R/o-502, PanaSehri,VPO
Kotewara, Delhi-110039,have
changedmynameafter-
marriage,fromANISH
KUMARI,toANISHA,for all
purposes.

0040557089-5

II,, Aminder SinghS/OSulakhan
Singh, R/oVillage, Jhawar, P.O.
Babri Jiwanwal, have changed
mynameandshall hereafter
beKnownasAmrinder singh

0070723078-1

II,, Sahayaraj AS/o Late Shri S
Arokia SamyR/o 236 Sec-1.R.K.
PuramNewDelhi-110022. have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownAs
Sahayaraj Arokia Samy.

0070723092-1

II Prince S/o-SurenderKumar
R/o-Flat-No.6, Pocket-4,
Sector-24, AkashGanga
Appartment, Rohini, Delhi-
110085have changedmyname
toPrinceKataria for all
purposes.

0040557032-1

IIOmdutt SinghR/oB-48, Gali
No.19, SushantVihar, Alipur,
Mukhmelpur, NewDelhi have
changedmyminor daughter’s
name fromNiketa toNiketa
Galiyan .

0040557029-1

IIMohit Bansal S/O,Naresh
ChandBansal R/o 444/12,
Jacobpura,Gurgaonhave
changedmyname toMohit
ChandBansal for all purposes

0040557051-1

II GeetaRaniW/oSatyaPrakash
Sharma, R/o Lotus-3, 206,
GulmoharGarden, Raj Nagar
Extension, Ghaziabad-201017,
have changedmyname to
Geeta.

0040557066-2

II Avik S/oRabindraBeheraR/o
H-1 44, FlatNo-401, Bengali
Colony,Mahavir Enclave,
Delhi-110045,have changed
myname toAvik Behera.

0040557066-1

II Sunil Gupta S/oSh.K.C.Gupta
R/o I-159,Second Floor,Ashok
Vihar Phase-1,Delhi have lost
myOriginal Allotment
Letter,Perpetual Lease
Deed,Possession
Letter,Mutation Letter etc. Of
ShopNo.49, G.F.,Khursheed
Market,SadarBazar,Delhi.
Findersmaycontact at above
address. 0040557025-2

LLoossttmyoriginal 10th-class
Examination certificate
Roll.No.8704861, Year-2014-
2016. Finder pls contact:Virat
Gulia S/o-SudeshR/o
Plot.No.35, B-Block,PochanPur
Extn., Sector-23, Dwarka,New
Delhi-110077. 0040557084-10

MMyyoriginal leasedeed in
respect of Shop.No.14, Old
Market,Tilak-Nagar,New-
Delhi,hasbeen lost finder
contact:Yashpal Kalra,S/o, VL
KalraR/o-30/42,West Punjabi-
Bagh,NewDelhi-110026,
Mobile-9891595492.

0040557089-10

MMyyoriginal sale deedandother
relevant documents in respect
of Property.No.14/114, Tehar-
I,SubhashNagar,NewDelhi
hasbeen lost finder
contact:GulshanGaba,S/o
Manohar Lal Gaba,R/o-14/114,
SubhashNagar,NewDelhi.
Mobile-9811088743.

0040557089-9

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

PUBLIC NOTICE
“My clients Sh. Ajay S/o Late Sh.
Bishambar and Anita W/o Sh. Ajay both
R/o 342, P And T Colony, Sector-6, R K
Puram, Sect-6 Postal Sb, South West
Delhi, Delhi-110022 have severed all
their relations from their Son Shri.
Ashish Parcha and his wife Pooja was
disowned & debarred him from all
movable and immovable properties,
assets and bank balances and shall not
be responsible for the acts, deeds,
ominous and things done by Shri.
Ashish Parcha S/o Ajay and his wife
Pooja in past, present or future.”

Sd/-
KUNWAR PAL

Advocate
714, Lawyer’s Chambers

Saket District Court,
New Delhi-110017

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Client SHRI MAHENDER KUMAR
SHARMA SON OF SHRI HARISH CHAND
SHARMA RESIDENT OF B-1/196,
YAMUNA VIHAR, DELHI-53, have execute
the property sale documents in favour of
Shri Manish Kumar Sharma on
dt.13.08.2019, of Plot Land Area Measuring
150 Sq. Yds., out of Khasra No.291, 296,
297, 305 to 310, 316, to 323 & 52, Situated
in the area of Village Sadat Pur Gujran
abadi known as Sonia Vihar, Delhi. But for
some dispute/reason my Client Mr.
Mahender Kumar Sharma has canceled
those papers. If this property is purchased
by any other person Mr. Manish Kumar,
then he himself will be responsible for it
because the owner of this property is Mr.
Mahender Kumar Sharma.

Sd/- BRAJESH DWIVEDI (ADVOCATE)
D/5136/2017

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOW to all concerned that my
clients Shri Rohit Vedi S/o Lt. Sh. H. K.
Vedi and Smt. Punam Vedi, W/o
Rohit Vedi, R/o.1468/24, Naiwala,
Karol Bagh, Delhi 110005 have
disowned and disinherited their son
Shri Shwetank Vedi and his wife Smt.
Pratibha S. Vedi from their moveable
and immovable properties. Therefore,
my client has served all connection
with them. Hence, any person dealing
with them shall be doing so at his/her
own risk and responsibility.

Sd/- Rekha Rani (Advocate)
Ch. No. B-17, B.G.S. Block,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
WE HAVE LOST/MISPLACED THE
ORIGINAL PAPERS OF
ALLOTMENT, B.B.A., ETC. OF SCO
PLOT NO. 99A, 161 SQ. YDS. &
PLOT NO. 16C, 144 SQ. YDS.,
BOTH SITUATED IN ANSAL GOLF
LINK, SEC-114, MOHALI, PUNJAB
IN THE NAME OF INDWELL
TRADE INDIA (P) LTD.
IF ANY BODY FOUND THE SAME
MAY KINDLY BE DELIVERED TO
UNDERSIGN.
FROM
SUNIL SEHGAL
DIRECTOR
INDWELL TRADE INDIA (P) LTD.
PH.9810192270
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Sanjay Kapoor & Associates
788, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that our client Smt Manoj
Kumari wife of Sh Upendra Singh daughter of
late Mani Ram Singh resident of 80-B,
Pocket-A-3, Mayur Vihar-III, Delhi-110096
has applied for conversion of LIG Flat no.183-
E, 2nd Floor, Pocket-I, Trilok Puri, Delhi-
110091 from leasehold to freehold vide
application no. 231316 dated 25-06-2020 in
respect of.
I have lost original documents of DDA i.e
demand cum allotment letter, NOC for water
& electricity, possession letter & possession
slip.
Any person(s) claiming any right, interest,
having any objection in respect of above may
write/contact with above named person at
above address/phone no. 9810017758 within
15 days from the date of publication of this
notice. The person claiming any right,
interest, objections with respect to this
property can personally inform or write to Dy
Director (LAB) H or Director (H)-1, D-Block,
Third Floor, Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi.

Sd/-
(RAVI CHOPRA)

Advocate
Office No. 1, First Floor,
DDA Market Pocket-A-1

Mayur Vihar-III, Delhi-110096

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given on behalf of my
client Sh. Mayank Mittal S/o Late
Ravinder Mittal R/o BH-344, Shalimar
bagh, Delhi 88, that the property as
described in the Schedule hereunder
and situated at 380, Jogiwali Gali, Old
Abadi of Village Azadpur, Delhi 33,
which is exclusively held by my above
named client and he has decided to
sell the said Scheduled Property.
Therefore, any person(s) having any
claim in respect of the above referred
property or part thereof by way of Sale,
Exchange, Mortgage, Charge, Gift,
maintenance, inheritance, possession,
Lease, Tenancy, Sub-tenancy, Lien,
License, hypothecation, transfer of title
or beneficial interest under any trust,
right of prescription or pre-emptioner
under any agreement or other
deposition or under any decree, order
or award or otherwise, howsoever, are
hereby requested to make the same
known in writing together with
supporting documents to the
undersigned at his office at 651,
Western Wing, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi
54 within a period of 14 days of the
publication hereof failing which the
claim of such person(s) shall deemed to
have been waived and/or abandoned.
SCHEDULE
Built up property bearing No.380, built
on Land Area measuring 32.5 Sq.Yds.
consisting with Ground, First & Second
Floor with roof/ terrace rights, duly
fitted with all fittings & fixtures situated
at jogiwali Gali, Old abadi of Village
Azadpur, Delhi 33, with free hold rights
of the land underneath, which is
bounded as mentioned hereunder:
EAST: Others Property (Remaining
Portion); WEST: Gali; NORTH: Others
Property (Remaining Portion); SOUTH:
House of Others

Sd/- Vibhor Gupta (Advocate)
Ch. No. 651, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Smt. Kasturi Devi, wife of late Shri Hanumat Singh

Solanki resident of Village & PO Shahbad Mohammadpur,

New Delhi-110061 has debarred and disowned her one son

Shri Ranbir Singh and daughter-in-law Mrs. Babita Singh

wife of Shri Ranbir Singh both are resident of Hosue No. 415,

Village & PO Shahbad Mohammadpur, New Delhi-110061,

from her all movable as well as immovable properties

whatsoever present in any state/city. Their behavior towards

my client was unkind, harsh and insensitive due to which the

said step has been taken by my client. My client, thus, is not

responsible for any action of her sons and daughter in law

including their liability, loan or any kind of borrowings from

any other person/company / trust. If anybody deals with

them, they will do so at their own risk, cost and

consequences and my client shall not be responsible for any

act of their above named sons in any manner whatsoever.

Sd/-

(VIJAY KUMAR KAUSHIK)

Advocate

CHAMBER # 821, DWARKA COURTS,

COMPLEX, SECTOR-10,

NEW DELHI-110075

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that my
clients Sh. Baljeet Singh S/o Sh. Raghubir
Singh and his wife Smt. Rajbala both R/o F-
295, Madipur Colony, New Delhi-110063
have debarred/disowned their son Om Kumar
@ Rijju from all their movable and
immoveable properties due to his
misbehaviour, quarrelsome/ abusive/
adamant nature and being out of control. My
clients have also severed all their relations
with him. If any one deal with their
abovenamed son, he/she/they will be doing
so at his/her/their own risk and consequences
and my clients shall not be responsible in any
manner and shall have no liability and
responsibilities in any manner in future for the
acts & deeds of their abovenamed son.

(JANKIDAS BANSAL)
ADVOCATE

Chamber No. 371 & 372,
Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
Our client Smt.Krishna devi wife of
Late Shri Radhey Shyam, R/O C-61,
Rama park,Uttam Nagar, New Delhi-
110059,do hereby disinherit from their
moveable and Immoveable properties
who and severs their all relations with
his son namely Shri.Sunil Kumar and
his wife namely Smt.Babita and his
only one daughter namely Miss
Megha & only one son namely
H i m a n s h u , R / O C - 6 1 , R a m a
Park,Uttam Nagar,New Delhi-
110059,as wel l o f them are
disobedient to him,any person dealing
with them shall be dealing at his own
costs and responsibility from the date
of public action. B.B.N. Deo (Advocate)

S.R IInd B Coumpus,Janak Puri
New Delhi-110058

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that my client Mishta
Sharma W/o Late Prem Prakash R/o B-
2/414, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi- 110053 has
disowned/debarred/disinherited her
Daughter-in-law namely Suman Sharma
and her Grand Children namely Manvi
Sharma and Piyush Sharma who are
temporarily residing at B-2/414, First Floor,
Yamuna Vihar, Delhi- 110053 Naina from
her entire movable and immovable
properties and had also severed all the
relations with them due to the adamant,
disobedient, quarrelsome, irresponsible,
misconduct and misbehaviour with her and
her late Son namely Deepak Sharma who
died untimely due to the abovesaid
conduct with him, through Public Notice. If
anyone deals with them he/she/they will do
so at his/her/their own risk, cost and
consequences. My client shall not be
responsible in any manner whatsoever for
the same and shall have no liability and
responsibility in future.

AVINASH PANDEY (Advocate)
Ch. No. 748, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

RREECCRRUUIITTMMEENNTT

SSIITTUUAATTIIOONNVVAACCAANNTT

OOTTHHEERRSS
RReeqquuiirreeddPGT-English, Hindi,
Political science, History
Commerce, Accounts. RCCE
Public School, K.H.No-265/1,
ChandanHulla, NewDelhi.
MobileNo:- 9650873636

0040557071-1

New Delhi



GOVT. OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

NORTH EASTERN RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, KEONJHAR
Identification No. PMGSY Online NCB No. 283

NO. 2236 / Date: 7.12.2020
1. Name of the work :- Construction of road & CD works under PMGSY Programme.
2. Total No. of Packages :- 51 Nos. individual packages
3. Estimated Cost of individual packages :- Varies from Rs. 97.39 lakh to Rs. 781.10 lakh.
4. Period of Completion :- 12 calendar months for works above Rs. 5.00 Cr. & 11 calendar months for works below Rs. 5.00 Cr. upto Rs. 3.00 Cr. and 9 calendar months for works below Rs. 3.00 Cr.

as specified in DTCN.
5. Other details :-

• Further details can be seen from the website: www.tendersorissa.gov.in

O-675

Procurement Officer Bid Identification No. No. of Packages Availability of tender On-line for bidding

From To

1 2 3 4 5

Superintending Engineer, North Eastern Rural Works, Circle, Keonjhar. PMGSY Online NCB No. 283 51 Nos. 15.12.2020 at 11.00 A.M. 04.01.2021 up to 5.00 P.M.

Sd/- (Er. P.K. Misra)
Superintending Engineer, N.E.R.W. Circle, Keonjhar

OIPR-25048/11/0010/2021

GOVT. OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF, WATER RESOURCES ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR

‘e’ Procurement Notice No. CELMB 02 OF 2020-21
A-335 1. Name of the work : Construction of Flood Protection Embankment on Lanth left from Tikrapara to Brahmani

RD 00 M to RD 12000 M under NABARD Assistance RIDF-XXV.

2. Amount put to Tender : Rs. 11,97,58,925.00
3. Bid Document Cost : Rs. 10,000.00 (online)
4. E.M.D. : Rs. 11,97,600.00 (online)

5. Class of Contractor : Special Class & Super Class

6. Period of Completion : 18 calender months (548 Days)
7. Other details are as follows.

Procurement Officer Bid Identification No. Availability of Tender On-line for bidding Date of Opening of Technical
Bid (Cover-I)

From To

Chief Engineer FC & Basin Manager, LMB, Bhubaneswar CELMB BOL 01 OF 2020-21 14.12.2020 10.00hrs 29.12.2020 17.00hrs 30.12.2020 11.00hrs

8. e-mail Id : celmbbbsr@yahoo.co.in
Further detail conditions can be seen from the Govt. website www.tendersorissa.gov.in

Sd/-
Chief Engineer FC & Basin Manager

Lower Mahanadi Basin
OIPR-32252/11/0003/2021

AGRI BUSINESS INCUBATION CENTRE,
GANDHI BHAWAN,CCSHAU, HISAR-125004

(HARYANA), INDIA
Haryana Registration & Regulation of Societies Act 2012

Regd. No. HR 12 2019 02861
Advertisement No: 1/20

NOTIFICATION
Applications are invited from the eligible candidates for One post of CHIEF

EXECUTIVE OFFICER at fixed emoluments of Rs. 1,20,000/- per month with an
increment of 8% per annum under the NABARD project in operation in ABIC, CCS
HAU, Hisar on contractual basis for a period 2 years which can be extended based
upon the performance and / or extension of project as per guidelines of the funding
agency. Application form along with other complete details such as essential/desir-
able qualifications, terms and conditions, etc. can be downloaded from the CCS
Haryana Agricultural University Website http://www.hau.ernet.in. Application form,
duly filled in along with self-attested photocopies of required certificates and docu-
ments should reach at the address “Nodal Officer, Agri Business Incubation
Centre, Gandhi Bhawan, CCSHaryana Agricultural University, Hisar-125 004
(Haryana)” on or before 8.1.2020 up to 5.00 p.m. Application processing fee in the
shape of Bank Draft of Rs. 1,200/- ( Rs. 300/- for SC/BCA/BCB) of Haryana drawn in
favour of “ABIC, CCS HAU, HISAR” and payable at Hisar should be attached with
application form. No amount will be accepted through Cheque, Cash, Money Order or
Postal – Order. Persons with disabilities / ESM of Haryana shall be exempted from
payment of application processing fee. The female candidates of Haryana Domicile
shall also be granted 50 % concession in the application processing fee. The candi-
dates are also requested to visit University website regularly for updates/corrigen-
dum/amendment, if any, with respect to above advertisement.

Sd/- NODAL OFFICER

08 DEC 1971

Lnk Kul Bahadur Rai, Rfn Jai Prasad Limbu and Rfn Chandra
Bahadur Limbu of 1/11 Gorkha Rifles (BATALIK) made the
supreme sacrifice during “OP CACTUS LILY” in Erstwhile East
Pakistan on 08 Dec 1971 in a true act of valour. The brave soldiers
will always be rememdered for their raw courage and
remembered for their raw courage and indomitable spirit. To these
bravehearts we pledge that we shall always be guided by their
immortal spirit and make their names proud.

CO AND ALL RANKS, 1/11 GORKHA RIFLES

(BRAVEST OF THE BRAVE)

(BATALIK)
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LNK KUL

BAHADUR RAI

RFN JAI

PRASAD LIMBU

RFN CHANDRA

BAHADUR LIMBU
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CROSSWORD4296

ACROSS
1 Leavingthings late?
(7)

4 Theupshot is togoto law
(5)

7 Monsterwhois innogreat
hurry (4)

8 Talkwiththeotherside
(8)

10 Presscitedperhaps for
contempt (10)

12Marinecreatureswith
somethingtochewonboard
(6)

13 Awhole lotofwork for
chimneysweeps (6)

15 Notworking isquite irregular
(3,2,5)

18 Keptalive thebreadround?
(8)

19 Inactivityabout thestreet
(4)

20Woodspirit
(5)

21Hebetraysacharacteristic
alternative
(7)

DOWN
1 Triedtogetahand
(5)

2 Incentive tohaveabitof fun in
theplant? (8)

3 Pop’sexecutors?
(6)

4 Callinguponone in
employment
(10)

5 Sounds likeoneboundonthe
crestof awave(4)

6 Openandshutcases for the
viewers? (7)

9 Hissuccess isprovedbycapital
gains (10)

11 Dictatesonewaytoprovegold
genuine(4,4)

12Writerscopyaquarteron
board(7)

14 Brief periodof importance
(6)

16 Chopperbladegoingupand
down(5)

17 Advancedonegoodreason for
abstinence
(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Lovedonesare
certain tohavea
greatdeal tosay,but
reallyyouwouldn't

want itanyotherwayorwould
you?Anyadviceyou'reoffered
justnowmaybeunreliable, so
keepyourowncounsel.After
all, sometimesyoudoknow
best, inspiteofwhat
others think.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Youmust
acknowledgeother
people's right togo
theirownway, free

fromallemotionalblackmailor
otherconstraints.Yourcostsare
increasing, sokeepaneyeon
extraexpenses.Also, if it'sgood
adviceyou'reafter, youmay
needto looknofurther than
someoneyou livewith.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Therearedomestic
projects tobe
finalised,perhaps
decorationorminor

repairs.Youreallymust
completealloutstandingtasks
before theendof theweek,orat
leastattempt toreachasuitable
stage. It'sall amatterof
persuadingpartners thatyou're
doingyourbit.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Somebodynow
seemstobe
indicatingthat they
arehappyabouta

recentarrangement,butyou
mightstillhave toput future
plansonhold.Pleasedotry to
betolerantof otherpeople's
littlequirksandfoibles.You
might thinkyouknowwhat's
best for them,buthaveyou
consideredthatyou justmight
bewrong?

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Wemust lookat the
movementsofVenus
ifwewant tosee the
directionof your

romanticandemotional life.
Rightnow, thisplanet indicates
thatyou'llbe requiring intense
commitmentandsecurityover
thecomingmonths.Passions
arerisingandhopesarehigh,
but thatdoesn'tmeanthey'll
bemet.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sept23)
Youhavea
reputation forbeing
ratherstaid,even
thoughyouhave

doneenoughinyour life to
persuadepeopleotherwise.
Indeed,partnersmayhave
causetobeshockedbya
suddenburstof energy.Still,
whyshouldn'tyouspringthe
oddsurpriseonthem?

LIBRA(Sept24-Oct23)
MysticalMercury is
makingyouaware
thatnothingcanbe
takenforgranted.

However, anydisappointments
willbemorethancompensated
for if youactivelyseekout
pleasurableactivitiesand
experiences. Inanycase,you
canonlygain if youtakenew
enterprisesupagear.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov22)
If youareprepared
topayheedto
Mercury's rather
eccentricaspects,

youwillplumbthedepthsof
yourpsyche,discovering
secrets thatevenyouwere
unawareof. It'sa timetosolve
mysteries, asking friendswhat
theythink,andconsulting
theexperts.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov23-Dec22)
In recentweeks,you
mayhave
inadvertently
alienatedpeople in

authorityorcolleagueswho
mighthavebeenuseful toyou.
Ontheotherhand, thereare
thosewhohavebeendeeply
impressedbyyourvigour.Your
energy ishighat themoment,
butyoumust takecarenot to
burnyourself up.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Someof youhave
had to put upwith a
series of delays,
disappointments

and frustrations formonths, if
not years. However, please
openyour eyes to the fact that
such suffering is not
inevitable. If youhave any
sense youwill tackle a rival on
your own terms.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Eventhoughthere
willbe thosewho
resistanyattempt to
reachabinding

agreement,youmustbring
pressure tobearonpeoplewho
aredraggingtheirheelsover
financesorproperty.Theball is
inyourcourt, soproceedwith
yournormalappreciationof
infinitepossibilities.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Theplanetary
influences for the
week incline
you towards

outward-going social activities
while those for todaybring out
your solitary, hermit-like
qualities. This contradiction
goes someway towards
explaining your confusion.
If you feel like spending
more timeby yourself, then
so be it.
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Marriages, likecareers,needconstantnurturing...thesecretof___itall is___itall.-Joyce
Brothers(6,.,6)

SOLUTION:ADIOS,SLING,NIGHTS,VELVET
Answer:Marriages,likecareers,needconstantnurturing...thesecretofhavingitallis
lovingitall.-JoyceBrothers

DSAIO THINGS

LINGS EELTVV

SolutionsCrossword 4295:Across:1Environment,9Private,10Saith,11Obey,12
Dear,dear,14Nobles,16Asleep,18Maligned,19Sold,22Noose,23Updates,24On
one’sknees.Down:2Noise,3Iran,4Opener,5Mistress,6Naivete,7Appointment,8
Chiropodist,13Seagreen,15Balloon,17Demurs,20Outre,21Eden.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

New Delhi
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ENGLAND-SA SERIESCALLEDOFF
England's ODI cricket series in South Africa was called off after an outbreak of
COVID-19 cases at the luxurious and supposedly bio-secure Cape Town hotel
where both teams are staying. Both squads have had members infected, while
two workers at the hotel also contracted the disease. AP

Hardikhasfashionedaminimalistictechniquethatenableshimtohitsixesseeminglywithease

SRIRAMVEERA
DECEMBER7

SIXTY TO seventy batting videos of Hardik
Pandya wirelessly dropped into Jitender
Singh’s phone. Then came a text: “Is every-
thingokay, coach?”
Jeetubhai tappedupeachvideo,carefully

watchedwith increasing satisfaction and
typedouthisreply,“Yesallgood”. ItwasJune
end, and coach Jitender had returned to his
villageafteramonthoftrainingwithPandya,
whowasstillworkingatnets inBaroda.“The
dealwasif Isawsomethingnotrightinthose
videos,IwillreturntoBaroda.Itwasn’tneeded
andhe (Pandya) couldhappily go tohiswife
whowas expecting a child; everythingwas
finewithhisbatting,” Jeetubhaisays.
“Igoreallydeepinmybatting. Ireallylike

to know the factorswhich I amworking for.
[Forme]maintaining shape ismore impor-
tant.Ikeepworkingonmytechnique,”Pandya
saidthisIPL.It’sastanceandtechniquecreated
for (andby) the six-lust of our times. Pandya
has strippedbatting to its essence: balance,
eyesight,fasthands.Theaspectsthatheleaves
outareasfascinatingastheonesheretains.He
cutsoutthemuch-reveredpositivestrides;he
doesn’ttakeastrideforwardorback.Thereare
nounnecessarytinyfeetmovementsthatcan
upset balance.He just leans forwardor back
withhis knee-flex, driving through thehips,
withoutastride–aminimalisticexplosion.
Pandya’sbalancecomponenthasafewin-

gredients: the knee-flex that allowshim to
springoff fromtheballsof his feet, thesubse-
quent postural-sway that allows a smooth
transferofweightandmakes feetmovement
almostunnecessary, and the associatedhip-
turn that powers thebat to and through the
contactzone.“Thehead,thefeetandthehands”
arewhatJeetubhaiwatches,hischecklistwhen
Pandya starts batting.He rememberswhen
Pandyadiscussedwithhimacoupleofseasons
agoaboutthenewpositionatstance-around
theoff stump,withasmalltriggermovement
that at times takeshimevenoutsideoff, and
deepinsidethecrease.
“Hehas that cricketing intelligence.With

his batting, he realised the
needtocreateangles.Healso
stands deep in the crease
withthatguard–hetoldme
thathedoesn’thavetoworry
aboutyorkersandbouncers,”
thecoachsays. “Weworked
ongetting inastable, steady
position.Butfundamentally,
hehasn’tchangedmuch.The
load-up,thewayheholdshis
bat,thebat-swingarelikebe-
fore, so we didn’t have to
worrymuch.Ijusttoldhim,‘justhaveamethod
tokeepoutthefullballsonthemiddleandleg’.”
“The logic in this stance now is that it's

not so easy to get that yorker at the base of
stumps–asheisalmostbythestumps.With
bouncers, because he is so back, he gets ex-
tratimeandthebowlerstrytopitchtheball
fullerforthebouncertotroublehishead,but
it’s not easy to get theball to bounce froma
fuller length. If theybang it short,middleof
thepitch,becauseheisback,italmostsitsup
andhehasmore timetocutandpull.”
The open stance allows an unrestricted

viewof the ball that is about to be released.
Sincetheshouldersarealreadyatouchopen,
abatsmancanavoidthereflex-jerk-thatcan
invariably happen in amore conventional
stance to a bouncer -which upsets the still-
ness of the head. “The headposition is key,”
Jeetubhai says. “Both eyes are level, which
meanstheheadisn’ttiltedandhewatchesthe
ball releasewithhisrighteye.”Thatrighteye
preferencemeans the shoulderwill face the
non-striker,withhishipsalsoslightlyopen.

Fromthehips to the flexedknees, to the
weight on the balls of the feet - as the late
Martin Crowewould often say - the rest of
Pandya’s stance retainsanatural fluidity.

■■■

It’sfascinatingthatofallthebatsmeninthe
modern era, it’s Pandyawho has taken to
Crowe’surgingtomovetowardsoff stumpin
T20(andwhileinthehittingzone).Theformer
classicist,whowas ever-open to innovation,
would talk exactlywhat Pandyadoes now-
aboutastancearoundoff-stumpanddeepin-
sidecrease.“If IamfacingsomeonelikeGlenn
McGrath,Iwouldstandonofforevenoutside,”
Crowetoldthiswriterin2008.“Ifhebowlson

thestumps,goodlucktohim
as I amconfident aboutmy
legsideplay.AndIhavetaken
outhisstrengthofhittingthe
off-stumpand forcedhimto
gowiderandevenchangean-
gle fromwherehebowls on
thecrease.Iamamazedmore
batsmen don’t try it out; it
will freethemup.”
Pandyahas freedhimself

up.Theknee-flexthatallows
batsmentoapositionon the

balls of their feetwasanotherCrowe theme.
“The balls of feet arewhere the energy and
springymuscle is”. Pandyadoes that.His legs
don’tremainstraight, insteadtheyflex,allow-
inghimtospringofftheballsofhisfeet.Theone
thing thatCrowe fussedaboutmostwas feet
movementandstrides.Pandyadoesn’t.Here-
liesonawiderbase,andjusttheposture-sway
(leaningforwardandback)totransferweight.
Hishipsthengeneratefuriousbatspeeds

through his swing. “He turns his back leg
fromhishipandnotfromhisknee,whenhe
is driving through the line,” Jeetubhai says.
This allows unimpededmovement for the
bat-swing and greater speed to scythe
through the line. “When it’s short, he will
pressdownonthat front leg,andloadupon
theback leg, sortof twistandturn itquickly
andwithhisalreadyopenstance, itallowsa
free swing of the bat for the pull. He has
trained for hours, formonths, and now it’s
all anatural reactionarymovement.”

Ausvs Ind, thirdT20,Liveon
SonySportsNetwork,1.40pm

Top takeaways from maiden F2 race win for Jehan
NIHALKOSHIE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

AMAIDENwininFormula2,thenationalan-
them playing when standing atop the
podium, his father watching him from the
stands. Jehan Daruvala's tough rookie sea-
sonendedonagoodnote at theSakhir race
track inBahrainonSunday.
ThegraduationfromFormula3to2had-

n'tbeenasmoothdrive.Butovertwoweeks
in Bahrain, the 22-year-old scored his first
podium - beforewinning seven days later.
TheRedBull Juniordriver alsoheldhisown
bydefending his position and regaining his
placeinracesagainstoneofthemostfamous
surnames in single-seat racing, Mick
Schumacher in a thrilling battle last week-
end. Schumacher, the race leader, after get-
ting fresher tyres during the pitstopwas in
Jehan'smirrors andhad caughtup tobe0.7
secondsbehindthird-placedJehanwithfive
laps remaining.With three laps to go Jehan
hadtofendoffduringwheel-to-wheelracing
aroundcorners todefendhisposition.
"Asadriveryoujusthavetomakeitashard

aspossible,defendashardasyoucanandkeep
thecarbehind. So Ididn't really thinkwho it
wasorwhathewasfightingfor. I justtriedto
beassternasIcouldindefenceandintheend
itpaidoff," Jehansaid.He'dbattle itoutwith

DanielTicktumtotaketheleadwithlessthan
10lapstogoforhis firstwin.
"I remember when I was at the

WankhedeStadiumforthecricketworldcup
and thenational anthemwouldplay, I used
to feel really proud. Andnow itwasplaying
for me," Jehan, who races for Carlin
Motorsport, says. "My father was there, I
huggedhim,mettheteamcrew,spokewith
mymom,sisterandgrandmotherlaterinthe
evening.Thiswastheonlyracewheremyfa-
therattendedthisyear," Jehansays.

Caring for tyres
In a stiff rookie season, an engine issue

robbed him of power for a good part of the
year.ThePirelli tyreshavetobetreatedwith
care, Jehan says. Push them too hard and a

race could be effectively over in a few laps
with tyre degradation greater than in
FormulaOneorevenFormula3.
"These Pirelli tyres are very sensitive.

Thereisthermaldegradation(overheating),
if youpush toohard. You cango frombeing
in control of the race to being outside the
pointsinamatterof laps.Pushingveryclose
to the limit is hardbecause the car can start
sliding," Jehansays.
It often boiled down towho had better

tyrestowardstheend.Thequesttomakerac-
ingexciting forviewersplusaheavier carall
contributetolowertyrelife. "Firstlythecarit-
self isquiteheavy,almost800kilogramswith
adriver. If youhave tyres that last thewhole
way, drivers would be pushing thewhole
way. But therewouldbe less racing. A small
lock-up and these tyres completely flat spot
andtherace iscompletelyover," Jehanadds.

Clutch challenge
Race starts are tense-affairs because it

takestimetogetusedtothebitepointof the
clutch inFormula2.
"Weusetwopaddlesandthehandclutch

(allbehindthesteeringwheel).Thebitepoint
ontheclutchishardtopredict.Withsomuch
horsepoweryoucan'tjuststartat100percent
throttle.Overlast8racesI'vehadconsistently
good starts, but you always get one or two
startswherethingsdon'tgotherightway."

Managing brakes
Stepping up to Formula 2 - 'four to five

seconds faster' compared to Formula 3 -
means Jehan has to be very accurate about
brakes settings, which lose efficiency if a
driverisnotalert."Formula2hassteelbrakes.
Sowith F3's carbon brakes if you didn't put
enough temperature in them you can lose
braking efficiency.We have to use a toggle
ontheright-handsideof thesteeringwheel
to adjust distribution of brake balance and
distribution.As the front tyreswearoutyou
willgototheback,orviceversa.Youcaneas-
ily lose efficiency if you go too far forward
with the break balance because then your
rear brakes completely switch off because
there is not enough temperature going into
them.InFormula3youstartedwithasetbias
and finishedwith it.Here in Formula2, you
arecontinuouslyadjusting."
RacingwithatopteaminFormula2next

season is lined up though it's the exposure
with big teamswith F1 & F2 races running
concurrently that's been the biggest take-
away. Schumacher, Ferrari's Charles Leclerc
andMcLaren's Lando Norris havemost re-
centlymoved up to Formula One but bag-
gingaseatforanotheryear,givesJehanmore
opportunities.
"IamdoingsomethingI love. Iwillbe ly-

ing if I say I don't feel pressure but I keep it
allundercontrol."

Power of simplicity

Yadav impresses in audition
for third seamer’s slot
SANDIPG
DECEMBER7

THEHIGHLY-RATEDWesternAustralia all-
rounderCameronGreen filedyet another re-
minderofhispotentialwithanunbeaten114in
crisis,amidstencouragingperformancesfrom
Indians’ seamers Umesh Yadav and
Mohammad Siraj as well as spinner
RavichandranAshwin. Yadavgrabbed three
wickets,whileSirajandAshwinnabbedabrace
apieceasAustraliaAendedtheseconddayof
thewarm-upagainstIndiansat286/8,aleadof
39runsafterthetouristshaddeclaredon247/9.
Inthefirstauditionforthethirdseamer’s

slotfortheAdelaideTest,Yadavputinanim-
posing shift with the new ball, accounting
forwhat couldbe thenew-fangledopening
pair for the first Test, Joe Burns andWill
Pucovski. The latter hung around for 22de-
liveriesbeforehewascaughtatpointwhen
driving Yadav before the Indian bowler in-
ducedanickoff Burns to thewicket-keeper
Wriddhiman Saha. Pucovski’s last three
knockshadfeaturedtwomammothdouble
hundreds, but he could not kick on to a
meaningful score this time. Burns, on the
contrary,hadbeeninwretchedform,hislast
fiveoutingsyieldingonly57runs.
Yadav dealing early blows and bowling

economicallywouldpushhis case for a rare
Test appearanceoutside India. Butwith stiff
competitionfromSirajandNavdeepSaini,he
needstokeepproducingsuchspellsinevery
opportunity that dwells on him.Maybe, he
couldgetanotherbiteof theredball lateron
thethirdandfinalday,thoughthepriorityof
Indians’ would be to get adequate batting
practice after a slewof themhad endured a
harrowingtimeinthefirst innings.
With Yadav impressing, it was vital that

Sirajkepthimself incontentionwithaclutch
ofusefulperformances.Awicketeludedhim
in the first spell, buthe came tobreakan in-
nings-steadyingpartnershipbyTravisHead
andMarcusHarris.Thepairhadresurrected

AustraliaAfrom5for2to60for2beforeSiraj
removedHead to put his side back into the
game.Soon,theywere68for4,whenAshwin
had Harris caught at slip for 35. Indians'
bowlerssniffedaquickkill,whichwouldhave
enabledtheirbatterssomemoreusefultime
inthemiddleaswellasallowedtheirbowlers
anextendeddigonthefinalday.
But Green put paid to their aspirations

with a sumptuous hundred, fully justifying
thehypethatsurroundshim.Hebowledpen-
etrativelywithout success and battedwith
unrestrained freedom, his 114 consuming
only173deliveries.ManyinAustraliareckon
that he should be straightaway handed out
the Baggy Green and hemight have done
himselfabigfavourbyshowinghisclassright
in front of Australia skipper TimPaine. They
added104runstohelpAustraliacross200af-
ter Ashwin had trapped NicMaddinson in
frontof thewicket for23runs.
GreendealtAshwinwithauthority,even

slamming the clever spinner for amassive
six.Likewise,hedealttheseamerswithcon-
viction, thoughYadavwasunfortunate that
HanumaViharigrassedacatchwhenGreen
wason24.Saha,too,droppedhim,on78.But
Greenmadethebestofhisfortuneandcom-
piledhisthirdthree-figuremarkof thisyear.
BRIEF SCORES: Indians 247/9 dec

(Pujara 54, Rahane 117*; Pattinson 3-58,
Neser2-55,Head2-24)trailAustraliaA286/8
(Harris35,Green114*,Paine44;Yadav3-44,
Siraj2-71,Ashwin2-58)by39runs.

HardikPandyahasplayedadecisiverole in India’swins inthefirst twoT20Is.AP

In CL, Real fight for survival as
Messi, Ronaldo renew rivalry
REALMADRIDareused tobreezing through
the Champions League, rather than facing
must-winmatchesneartheendof thegroup
stage.Butpoorperformancesthisseasonhave
leftZinedineZidane'steamneedingavictory
onWednesday against BorussiaMonchen-
gladbach to ensure the record 13-time
European champions don'tmiss out on the
knockoutphaseforthefirsttimeintheclub's
Champions League history. RealMadrid’s is
theonlygroupwhereallfourteamsremainin
contentionforaplaceintheRoundof16.But
there isa lotatstakeelsewheretoo.Hereare
afewkeygamesfromthelastroundofGroup
Stagematchesof theChampionsLeague:

BARCELONA VS JUVENTUS

GroupG,Wednesday,1.30am
Barcelonawillwinthegroupunless
Juventuscanovertakeit inhead-to-head
goals.Barcelonawon2-0inTurin.
Ronaldomissedthatpossiblerematch
withMessiaftercatchingthecoronavirus.
Theduohavenotfacedanothersince
RonaldoleftRealMadridin2018.

REALMADRID VSM’GLADBACH

GroupB,Thursday,1.30am
Allfourteamsstandachancetoprogress

fromGroupB.Gladbachareontopwith
eightpoints.MadridandShakhtarDonetsk
eachhaveseven,twomorethanlast-place
Inter.Madridwillneedawintoprogress.
TheycansqueakthroughtoRoundof16
withadrawifShaktar losetoInter.

SALZBURG VSATLETICOMADRID

GroupA,Thursday,1.30am
WithdefendingchampionBayern
Munichalreadythroughasgroup
winners, thesecondspot isdownto
eitherAtleticoMadridorSalzburgwhen
theyfaceoff inAustria.DiegoSimeone's
Atleticohasonly lostonce inall
competitionsthisseason.Adrawis
enoughtosendit through,while
Salzburgmustwin.

AJAX VSATALANTA

GroupD,Wednesday,11:25pm
Liverpoolarealreadythrough, leaving
AtalantaandAjaxtodecidewhojoins the
Englishchampions.Atalantacango
throughwithawinordrawin
Amsterdam.LiverpoolvisitDanishclub
Midtjylland.

LiveonSonySportsNetwork
ASSOCIATEDPRESS

Illustration: SuvajitDey

Ever sinceHardikPandyashifted toa
guardontheoff-stumpline, andopened
his stance, ithas forced thebowlers tohit
different lengthsand lines thanwhat
theyareused to.
With thewayhe transfersweightona
wider stancewithout takingastride, and
useshiships togenerate furiousbat-
speed,Pandyahasbecomethe
quintessentialpowerhitterof our times.

JEHANDARUVALA

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
KOCHI, DECEMBER7

OlympianAnjuBobbyGeorge,whosecured
a historic bronzemedal in the 2003World
AthleticsChampionshipinParis,onMonday
said she achieved success and reached the
topwithasinglekidney.
Ina tweet, theaceathlete, agoldmedal-

list in the IAAF World Athletics Finals
(Monaco, 2005), said she hadmany limita-
tions, including being allergic to even a
painkiller,butstillmadeit. "Believeitornot,
I'm one of the fortunate, among very few
whoreachedtheworldtopwithasingleKID-
NEY, allergic with even a painkiller, with a
dead takeoff leg... Many limitations...still
made it. Canwecall,magicof a coachorhis
talent,"Anju tweeted.
Hercareerblossomedunderthecoaching

of husbandRobertBobbyGeorge.Anju said
shechosethepandemicseasontomakethis
revelation to "motivate" all the sportsper-
sonsinthecurrentgeneration,whoaremiss-
ing their practice and competitions due to
thespreadof thedeadlyvirus.
"The general perception of the people is

that Ihaveaperfectbody.Butthefact is that
Iachievedallthesuccessinmyfieldbyover-
comingalldifficulties. Ihopethatsharingof
my experiencewill helpmotivate all aspir-
ingsportspersons," she toldPTI.
Anju said doctors in Germany had ad-

visedhersixmonthsrest just20daysahead
ofthe2003WorldAthleticsChampionshipin
Paris. She said she complained of fatigue
while inGermanyforacompetitionin2003
and doctores there advised her rest for six
months andnot to even think about sports.
"Itwasjust20daysaheadof theParisWorld
Athletics Championship. I overcame all the
issuesandwonamedal inParis," shesaid.
Anjucametoknowshewaslivingwitha

singlekidneyduringanoverallhealthcheck-
upinBengaluru2001duetosomehealthis-
suesbeforestartingherinternationalcareer.
"It was shocking news for me. But Bobby
(husband)motivatedmetocontinuemyca-
reerandachievesuccess.Heevenofferedhis
kidney if I faceanyproblem", shesaid.
Anju said shewas nowmature enough

tohandlethesituationbroughtaboutbyher
health issues. "If I had gone publicwithmy
health then, the situationwould have been
different," Anju said. Responding to her
tweet, Union Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju
said: "Anju, it's yourhardwork, grit andde-
termination to bring laurels for India, sup-
ported by the dedicated coaches and the
whole technical backup team.We are so
proud of youbeing the only Indian so far to
win a medal in the World Athletic
Championship!"

Awards, agitation
two separate
things: IOA to
protesting athletes

ANDREWAMSAN
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER7

ADAYafterseveralsportspersonsthreatened
to return their national awards in a showof
solidaritywithprotestingfarmers,theIndian
Olympic Association (IOA) issued a call to
treat national honours and the agitation as
"twoseparate things".
“Of late sportspersonsareseentobean-

nouncingreturnof theirNationalAwardsas
amarkof their support for the recent farm-
ersissue.NationalAwardsandfarmersissue
are two separate things,” IOA President
NarinderBatraandSecretaryGeneralRajeev
Mehta said ina joint statementonMonday.
“Every Indian, including us, loves and sup-
ports the farmers andwe all would always
likeour farming community tobehappyas
theyare the ‘Annadatas’ of ourcountry.”
Two-time Asiad gold-winning former

wrestlerKartarSingh—whoonMondayled
adelegationof Punjab athletes towards the
Rashtrapati Bhavan to return their national
awards—criticised IOA's stance.
“Weandthefarmersareone.Asabudding

wrestler,itwasthesefarmerswhofedme,or-
ganised village tournamentswhere I honed
myskills,gavemecashawards.Sotheircause
isourcause.Sohowcanourawardsandtheir
issuesbetwoseparatethings?”theArjunaand
PadmaShri awardee told The Indian Express.
Kartar, former India hockey captain and
ArjunaawardeeRajbirKaurandotherswere
on their way to return at least 40 national
sportsawardsinprotestofthefarmbillsbefore
theywerestoppedbysecuritypersonnelout-
sidetheDelhiPressClub—lessthanfivekilo-
metresfromtheRashtrapatiBhavan.
“WemetthemediaatthePressCluband

rightoutsidethesecuritypeoplehadputup
barrierstostopus.Wehadalreadymadeour
plansknowntothemthroughthemedia.We
are respectedathletes andallwewanted to
do is a peaceful march towards the
President’sresidence.Buttheystoppedusas
ifwewere rioters,”Kartar said.
Kartar,aretiredinspectorgeneralwiththe

Punjabpolice,saidthattheforty-stronggroup
wasdeniedpermissioneventhoughasecu-
rityofficial fromtheRashtrapatiBhavanhad
called and assured him that the delegation
wouldbe taken tomeet President Ramnath
Kovind.“Firsttheytolduswewouldbetaken
andthentheydidnot.Nowwehavebeentold
it will take a fewmore days to make the
arrangements.Wewillwaitandseebutthere
is no question of returning back to Punjab
withoutmeetingthepresident,”Kartarsaid.
Earlier, India's firstOlympicmedal-win-

ning boxer Vijender Singh reached Singhu
border on Sunday and told the protesting
farmers that he would return his Rajiv
Gandhi Khel Ratna – the country’s highest
sporting honour – if the government does-
n’twithdrawthe“black laws”.
“Ihave trained inPunjabandeaten their

bread.Theyhavebeenprotestinginthisbit-
ingcoldand Ihavearrivedhereasasonand
a brother. Other athletes from Haryana
wanted to come too but they have govern-
ment jobs and fear repercussions. I am in
touchwiththemandtheyarewithourfarm-
ers,”Vijendesaid.

Pandyahasstripped
battingto itsessence:
balance,eyesight, fast
hands.Theaspects
thathe leavesoutare
as fascinatingasthe
onesheretains

UmeshYadavtookthreewickets. File

Weand the farmers are one.As a
buddingwrestler, itwas these
farmerswho fedme, organised
village tournamentswhere I honed
myskills, gavemecashawards. So
their cause is our cause.”

KARTARSINGH
ARJUNAANDPADMASHREEAWARDEE

Believe it ornot, I'moneof the
fortunate, amongvery fewwho
reached theworld topwithasingle
KIDNEY,allergicwithevena
painkiller,withadead takeoff leg...
Many limitations...stillmade it.”

ANJUBOBBYGEORGE
ONTWITTER

Reached the
‘world top’ with
single kidney,
Anju reveals

New Delhi
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