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LIZMATHEW&MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER4

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
ModionFridaytoldleadersofall
partiesthatexpertshadsaidvac-
cinesagainstCovid-19wouldbe
readyinthenextfewweeks,and
that they would be manufac-
tured on a large scale in the
country.Theinoculationwillbe-
ginas soonasscientistsgive the
go-ahead, thePMsaid.
Opposition leaders, particu-

larly Sharad Pawar of NCP, de-
mandedthatthevaccineshould
bedistributedfree.Withallpar-
ties suggesting that the vaccine
should be at least priced nomi-
nally,Modi said that the Centre

was in talks with state govern-
ments, and that the larger pub-
lic healthwould be the priority
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Citing inflation concern,
RBI holds key rate; says
recovery needs support
KHUSHBOONARAYAN
&GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,DECEMBER4

THERESERVEBankof India(RBI)
onFridayleftkeypolicyratesun-
changedforthethirdtimeinarow
in thewake of persistently high
retail inflation, evenas itpointed
totheeconomy,whichcontracted

in the last twoquarters, showing
signsofanearlyrecovery.
The six-memberMonetary

Policy Committee (MPC) de-
cided tomaintain status quoon
the policy rate and to continue
withtheaccommodativestance
“as long as necessary, at least
duringthecurrentfinancialyear
andintothenext financialyear”
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SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABAD,DECEMBER4

MARKINGA stunning perform-
ance in the Greater Hyderabad
MunicipalCorporation(GHMC)
elections, the BJP on Friday
emerged as the second-largest
party, dislodging the ruling
TelanganaRashtraSamithi(TRS)
from half the seats it had held.
WhiletheBJPtallywentupfrom
fourin2016to48, theTRSnum-
berswentdownfrom99to55.
With only one result in the

150-member GHMC still pend-
ing following the order for a re-
count, the TRS will finish well
short of themark of at least 65
seats toget themayor'spost.
WhiletheAIMIMretainedits

tally of 44 seats, while contest-
ing 51 seats instead of 60 last
time, the blowof endingupbe-
hindtheBJPwillhurt.TheGHMC
polls were a prestige battle for
AIMIM president Asaduddin
Owaisionhishometurf,andthe
BJP that ran a high-pitch cam-
paignrollingoutitsbiggunshad
principally targeted it. Among
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ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI,DECEMBER4

THEJHARKHANDHighCourton
Fridaytooksuomotucognizance
of The Indian Express investiga-
tion into the sprawling Pre-
Matric Scholarship scam and
askedthestatetofilea“detailed
affidavit” in thematter.
Thecourthadlistedthemat-

ter after Ranchi-based lawyer
Mohammad Shadab Ansari
wrote to Chief Justice Ravi
Ranjan asking the court to take

cognizanceofthefindingsofThe
IndianExpress. Thecourt turned
the letter into a PIL, stating this
wasprima faciea “scandal”.
The investigation by The

Indian Express had laid bare a
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

THEFIRSTshotswillbere-
ceivedbyhealthcareand
frontlineworkers,butnot
manymoredetailsareavail-
able–eventhoughthePM
hassaidthatIndiawouldbe
readytorolloutthevaccina-
tionprogrammeassoonas
scientistsgivethego-ahead.
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Public health priority
will decide vaccine
cost, PM tells parties
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GOVT-FARMERTALKSRESUMETODAY

Reportsof disquiet inPunjab;Govt
looksatMSP, redressal assurances

On table now, issues which Opp
raised in House, Govt dismissed
MANOJCG
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER4

ITWASacrisis foretold.
The farmer protests on the

borders of Delhi and their dis-
cussionswiththegovernmentat
VigyanBhavan—anotherround

of talkswill be held Saturday—
arearerunoftheconcernsraised
in Parliament this September
over the three farm Bills, and
suggestionswhich the govern-
mentchose to ignore.
The Opposition had urged

the government not to pass the
Bills inahurry,buttosendthem

forParliamentaryscrutinygiven
the sweep, intent and implica-
tions. FromMSP tomandi sys-
tem,contractfarmingtodispute
resolution mechanism, these
concerns of the farmers had
been flaggedbyMPs, even from
partiessuchasAIADMKandBJD
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THE
SCHOLARSHIP

SCAM

The IndianExpress reporton
November1

Jharkhand HC takes note
of reports, asks govt to
file ‘detailed affidavit’

ASADREHMAN
LUCKNOW,DECEMBER4

THEMUSLIMyouthwhosewed-
ding to a Hindu neighbourwas
stopped in Lucknow's Duda
Colony by the police under the

new anti-conversion law said
neitherof themplannedtocon-
vert. Pointing out that the two
had known each other for five
years, themotherof thewoman
saidthemarriagehadtheirsanc-
tionandnobodycouldstop it.
The families also said the

weddingwasplannedbeforethe
law came into force, on
November 28, and theywould
have sought permission if they
knewitwas required.
The groom,whoworks as a

pharmacist,toldTheIndianExpress,
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Wedding stopped in UP, groom says,
‘no talk of conversion... love enough’

APMC,pvtmandi
parity, court
processwillneed
amendments

HARIKISHANSHARMA,
MANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA
&RAAKHIJAGGA
NEWDELHI, CHANDIGARH,
DECEMBER4

HAVINGANNOUNCEDitsinten-
tion to address key concerns of
farmers such as levelling the
playing field between APMC
mandisandprivatemarkets,reg-
istrationoftraders,andallowing
farmers’ recourse to civil courts
for dispute resolution, the
CentralgovernmentFridayinter-
nally discussed options on how
to incorporate thesechanges.
Union AgricultureMinister

Narendra Tomarmet senior of-
ficialsinKrishiBhawanandwent
throughthe10-pagenotemailed
by farmers’ unionsonThursday
morning and the substance of
the talksduring the seven-hour
discussion later thatday.
Hopeful of breaking the
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Disquiet
deadlockSaturdaywhenthetalks
willresume,sourcessaidthegov-
ernmentwaswillingtoevengive
awrittenassurancetofarmerson
the continuance of MSP
(MinimumSupportPrice)andthe
mannerofprocurementtofarm-
ers.“AwrittenassuranceonMSP
andprocurement is just short of
putting it down in law,” said a
source,indicatingthedistancethe
governmentwaswilling towalk
toplacatethefarmers.
The government’s concilia-

tory stance is also influencedby
ground reports about deep re-
sentment among farmers in
Punjab. Theywere told that in
spite of the successful procure-
mentofpaddy,farmersbelieved
thefarmlawsspeltanendtothe
APMCregime.Itwasalsopointed
out that had the party's former
allyAkaliDalnotchannelledthat
anger, hardline forcesmayhave
hijacked the protests. The top
leadersweretoldtheresentment
was more pronounced in the
MalwaregionofPunjabthatbor-
dersbothHaryanaandRajasthan.
Former BJP MP and

Additional Solicitor General
SatyaPalJain,whohasbeenrep-
resenting the Centre in farmer-
related cases in the Punjab and
HaryanaHigh Court, said all is-
sueswereonthetable."Thegov-
ernment is also considering
farmers’ apprehensions around
theMSP. I am confident things
willbesortedoutsoon,”Jainsaid.
In themeetingwith the 40

representativesoffarmers’unions
onThursday,thegovernmenthad
identified fourkey issues related
to the new farm laws. These in-
clude: a level-playing field be-
tween APMC (Agricultural
Produce Market Committee)
mandisandprivatemarkets;need
forproper registrationof traders
outsideAPMCmandis; recourse
to civil courts to dispute resolu-
tion,which right now is officer-
led;andtheneedforregistration
ofcontractfarming.
Besidesthese,theunionsde-

mandedthattheMSPsystembe
hardwired in the lawitself.
After the meeting, Tomar

hadsaidthegovernmentwould
considerthepointsidentifiedin
themeeting.It is learntthatoffi-
cials from the agriculture, food
and lawministries discussed
various options. While some
concerns of the farmers can be
addressedthroughexecutiveor-
ders, some othersmay require
amendment to the laws.
Forinstance,toensuresamy-

ata(level-playingfield)between
the APMCmandis and private
markets,amendmentofSection
6of theFarmers’ProduceTrade
andCommerce(Promotionand
Facilitation)Act,2020maybere-
quired. Similarly, a tweak in the
provisions of theActwill be re-
quired to allow disputes to be
taken to civil courts. Under the
Act, Section 15 states that dis-
putesarisingoutof transactions
in the alternativemarkets can-
not be entertained in regular
civil courts. Instead, these have
to be compulsorily referred to
conciliation boards and appel-
lateauthoritiesappointedbythe
localSub-DivisionalMagistrates
andDistrictCollectors.

PM on vaccine
whentheprice isdecided.
Modi, who last week re-

viewed the progress at India's
top vaccine hubs, informed the
meetingthateightpotentialvac-
cines, including three Indian
candidates, were at different
stagesof trials in thecountry.
“Expertsexpectthatthevac-

cinewillbereadywithinthenext
fewweeks. India's vaccination
drivewillbeginassoonasweget
a go-ahead from scientists. The
Centreisworkingonthebasisof
suggestions from state govern-
mentsaboutwhowillbe inocu-
latedinthefirstphaseofthevac-
cinationdrive,”Modisaid.
He said healthcareworkers

involvedintreatingCovid-19pa-

tients,frontlineworkers,andthe
elderlywhoweresufferingfrom
serious conditions, would get
priority in vaccination. The
meeting, whichwas convened
bytheMinistryofParliamentary
Affairs,wasattendedbythefloor
leaders of all parties in both
Housesof Parliament.
“Theworldis lookingoutfor

thecheapestandsafestvaccine,”
Modi said. “Because of this, it is
natural that theworld iswatch-
ing India. I have visited vaccine
hubs in Ahmedabad, Pune, and
Hyderabad andwitnessed the
ongoing preparation formanu-
facturing thevaccine.”
Sourcessaidthegovernment

was confident of being able to
startdistributingthevaccinesin
someweeks, even though it did
not put forward a specific time-
line. Themeeting— the second
of itskindconvenedbythegov-
ernment—washeldina“cordial
atmosphere andwent off on a
positivenote”,a topsourcesaid.
A senior Opposition leader

toldTheIndianExpressthatade-
tailedpresentationmadebythe
HealthSecretarywas“fine”,but
itcontainedafew“ifsandbuts”.
“For instance, the presentation
said‘whoeverneedstobevacci-
nated, will be vaccinated’. This
was ambiguous.Whowill de-
cide who needs to be vacci-
nated? Vaccination is generally
universal,” the leader said.
Several regional leaders de-

manded that the Centre should
providestateswiththefinancial
supportneededforthevaccina-
tion programme. Congress
leaderinLokSabhaAdhirRanjan
Chowdhury said: “We hoped
and expected that the govern-
mentwouldtellusdetailsabout
thevaccinationplan.Butthegov-
ernment merely said health
workers and frontlineworkers
would be given priority. We
agreethatshouldbedone…that
is necessary…but what about
the 130 crore Indians? No
roadmapwaspresented.”
LeaderofOppositioninRajya

SabhaGhulamNabiAzadspoke
abouttheneedtodevelopinfra-
structuretostorevaccinesatsub-
zero temperatures. RamGopal
Yadav of the Samajwadi Party
said2.5percentoftheGDPmust
beallocatedtothehealthsector.
Inathree-pagenotegivento

the government, the CPM’s
ElamaramKareem underlined
themassive economic costs of
the pandemic, and theways in
whichithaddestroyedlivesand
livelihoods, and pushed crores
of people into poverty, hunger
anddeprivation.

Hyderabad poll
the 48 seatswon by the BJP, six
wereintheMuslim-dominated
Charminardivision.
TheCongress’s tally stoodat

two, thesameas in2016.
BJP leaders said the party's

performance “made it ambigu-
ouslyclearthatit isemergingas
the alternative force" in
Telangana,which theysaidwas
their agenda for this election.
ThepartyseesTelanganaasone
of the states where it has the
mostchanceafterKarnataka.BJP
president J P Nadda and senior
leaderandHomeMinisterAmit
Shah said the results also
showed “unequivocal support
towards PMModi’s develop-
mentandgovernancemodel”.
The BJPwon in areas domi-

natedbysoftwareengineers, in-
tra-statemigrants, and people
whomovedoutofthecongested
OldCity of Hyderabad tonewer
areasof thecityontheoutskirts.
Thepartyappearstohavemade
substantialgainsamongsocially
and economically backward
communitiesaswell.Inthe2019
LokSabhaelections, theBJPhad
demonstrateditspresenceinthe
state,winningfourofthe17seats
withalmost20%voteshare.
BJP Telangana chief Bandi

Sanjay Kumar said, “The BJP’s
win in the November 10
Dubbaka by-election was the
defeat of T Harish Rao, the

nephew of Chief Minister K
ChandrashekarRao.TheGHMC
polls have dealt a bigger defeat
to K T Rama Rao, the son of the
CM(he led theTRScampaign).”
Kumar added that the party

wasnowpoisedtowrestpower
inTelangana,with theTRShav-
ing “failed to fulfill the aspira-
tions of the people”. “KCR and
theTRScannottakeanythingfor
grantednow,” hesaid.
BJP general secretary Bhup-

enderYadav,whowassenttosu-
pervise the party’s electioneer-
ing inHyderabad straight from
itsBiharsuccess,said,“It'smoral
victoryoverdynastypoliticsand
politics of corruption.” He said
establishingitself inHyderabad,
withitspreeminentspaceinthe
digital industry, was crucial for
the party as it showed “both its

expansionanditsacceptance”.
Former state BJP chief K

Laxman said the party would
havewon evenmore seats but
for the TRS "understanding"
with theAIMIM.
With the BJP making its

claims of a secret pact between
theTRSandAIMIMthemainstay
of itspollcampaign,theTRSalso
facestheunenviableprospectof
depending onOwaisi’s party to
retain control of the GHMC.
KCR’ssonKTRamaRao,alsothe
Municipal Administration
Minister, said, “We lost several
seats by a margin of very few
votes,100orevenjust70.”
Following another dismal

performancebytheCongress,its
PCCchiefNUttamKumarReddy
submitted his resignation.
CongressMP fromMalkajgiri A

RevanthReddyislikelytobeap-
pointed thenewstatechief.
The results took timeasbal-

lot papers were used in the
GHMC elections instead of
EVMsduetoCovid-19protocols.

Jharkhand HC
nexus of middlemen, banking
correspondents,schoolstaffand
governmentofficialsillegallydi-
verting funds disbursed under
theCentre'spre-Matricscholar-
shipforpoorminoritystudents.
The Indian Express investi-

gatedentries,districtbydistrict,
on the National Scholarship
Portal (NSP)andmatchedthem
withbeneficiarybankaccounts
in the Public Finance
ManagementSystem(PFMS)to
findhowadirectbenefittransfer
schemewas being derailed by

corruption–despitecheckslike
Aadhaarcardsand fingerprints,
and verification from school to
state level.
On Friday, a Bench of Chief

Justice Ravi Ranjan and Justice
Surjit Narayan took note of the
“detailedreportpublishedinThe
IndianExpress”onthesiphoning
of money. Chief Justice Ravi
Ranjan readout theheadlineof
thereport:“ManyWaystodupe
a poor student: steal IDs, lie
about source of funds, pocket
most of it – all officially”, and
said,“TheIndianExpress investi-
gation isveryexhaustive... It isa
very serious matter and we
wantadetailedaffidavitonthis.”
Advocate General for the

State of Jharkhand Rajeev
Ranjan said hewould have the
affidavitfiled.Thematterwillbe

heardagainonDecember18.

RBI holds rate
torevivegrowthonadurableba-
sis,whileensuringthatinflation
remainswithinthetargetrange.
In its bi-monthlymonetary

policy, the central bank also of-
feredmore funds to26 stressed
sectors intheCovid-hiteconomy
tomaintain the tempoof the re-
covery. On the RBI Internal
WorkingGroup’s recommenda-
tion toallowindustrialhouses to
enter the banking sector, RBI
GovernorShaktikantaDassaid:“It
isareportbyaninternalworking
group.Itshouldnotbeseenasthe
RBI’spointofviewordecision.”
The policy panel kept the

main policy rate, repo rate, at 4
percentandreversereporateat
3.35 per cent. With consumer
price inflationatasix-yearhigh
of7.6percentinOctober,theRBI
said it expects inflation in the
October-Decemberquartertobe
6.8percent,whichiswellabove
itsmediumtarget level of 4per
cent within a band of plus/mi-
nus2percent.
The policy panel indicated

that the economy is showing
signs of recovery. The RBI now
believes that GDP contraction
for the full fiscal year will be
lowerat7.5percentagainst the
9.5 per cent projected earlier.
GDPcontractedby23.9percent
in the June quarter and 7.3 per
cent in the September quarter.
Butwith the country gradually
openingupafter the lockdown,
real GDP is expected to expand
by0.1percent in theDecember
quarter and 0.7 per cent in the
Marchquarter, theRBI said.
“TheMPC isof theviewthat

inflation is likely to remain ele-
vated,barringtransient relief in
thewintermonths fromprices
of perishables. This constrains
monetary policy at the current
juncture from using the space
available to act in support of
growth,”Das said.
Atthesametime,thesignsof

recovery are far from being
broad-basedandaredependent
on sustainedpolicy support, he
said—andreiteratedthatwhile
inflationremainsapolicyprior-
ity, thepandemicwarrantsspe-
cial attention togrowth.
Das said the preservation of

financialstabilityandinterestof
depositorsremaineduppermost
on the RBI’s agenda. “We could
swiftly resolve the situation at
two scheduled commercial
banks (Yes Bank and Lakshmi
VilasBank).Weremainstrongly
committed to preserve the sta-
bilityof the financial sector and
willdowhateverisnecessaryon
this front,”hesaid.

Wedding halted
“There is noquestionof conver-
sion...nodiscussionaboutconver-
sation...becauseIfeelthatiftwoof
us loveeachother,wecanaccept
eachother forwhoweare. If she
isaHindu,Icanacceptherreligion
andidentity,andsheagreedtodo
thesame.”Thewomanwasnotat
home.
The police had stopped the

ceremony, being held as per
Hindu rituals, onWednesday
night, on a complaint by the
Hindu outfit Rashtriya Yuva
Vahini, thoughnocasehasbeen
filed.Whilethegroomis24, the
bride is 22, and the two are
neighbours. The 24-year-old
said theywereplanningtohold
bothMuslimandHindurituals,
and neither of themwas con-
verting.Thepoliceearliersaidall
theywantedwas for the two to
followthenormsofthenewlaw
andthat“therewasnooffence”.
Speaking to The Indian

ExpressonFridayatthehouseof
the groom, the mother of the
womansaid,“It isnoone’sbusi-
ness whommy daughter gets
married to. We have lived in a
mixed colony all our lives and
havebeenfriendswithMuslims.
Then,whycan’tmydaughterget
married to aMuslim? He does
notwanther to convert either...
Idon’tknowwhocomplainedto

the police or if they acted on
theirown.”
Thewoman’smotherworks

asacook;her father is adriver.
Thegroomsaid, “The twoof

usknoweachother,welikeeach
other.Iwouldnotevencallthisa
lovemarriage,bothfamilieshad
agreed and it was more an
arrangedmarriage. I asked for
herhandfromhermotherayear
ago. I was sure that Iwould not
marry her if her family didn’t
agree.”Hisfatherwasarickshaw
puller but is too old now; his
motherdieda fewyearsback.
Thewedding date had been

fixed twomonthsago, the fam-
ilies said. “If we had known
about the new law, we would
havesoughtpermissionandthis
embarrassment could have
beenavoided,”themotherofthe
womansaid.Thegroomsaidhe
wasreadytoapplytothedistrict
administrationandwaitas long
as it takes. “There is no hurry, I
willgetmarriedaccordingtothe
rulesandregulations.”
Under the UP Prohibition of

UnlawfulConversionofReligion
Ordinance,2020, anyonewant-
ingtoconverttoanotherreligion
hastoseekpermissionfromthe
DistrictMagistrate at least two
months in advance. Any
“wrongful” conversion entails
punishmentunder the law.
The groom added that they

were open to marrying under
theSpecialMarriageAct,which
allows for a ceremonywithout
anychangeof religion.
Recallingtheweddingday,the

motherof thewomansaid, “She
hadgotready,beentothebeauty
parlour. Then, all this happened.
Itwashard, but she is finenow.”
Sheaddedtheywerenotworried
about the financial losses.
“Eventuallywhatmatters ismy
daughter’shappiness...Whatifwe
hadnotallowedthemtogetmar-
riedandtheyhadeloped?”
Para Police Station SHO

Triloki Singh earlier told The
Indian Express that they inter-
venedfollowingacomplaintby
someRashtriyaYuvaVahinirep-
resentatives. “Wetoldthefami-
liesthatunderthenewlaw,you
canonlygetmarriedifyouhave
notifiedtheDMforthespecified
time. We told them that it
should not seem that there is
pressure toconvert,”hesaid.
LucknowDCP (South) Ravi

Kumar said the families had
beenprovidedacopyofthenew
law.“Theyhavegiveninwriting
that theywill seek permission
from the DM. No offence has
been committed andwe have
not lodgedacase,” saidKumar.
Rashtriya Yuva Vahini na-

tionalpresidentKDSharmasaid
their outfit’sminority cell state
chief,YasirKhan,hadlodgedthe
complaint.Sharmaliveslessthan
akilometrefromwherethecou-
ple stay. “I called up the SHO as
wellandtoldhimtotakeneces-
sary action...We are not against
themarriage, butwewant the
newlawtobefollowed,”Sharma
said, claiming he had got a call
from the national president of
the HinduMahasabha too re-
gardingthewedding.
Advocate Mukteshwar

Mishrasaidif thecoupledidnot
intend to convert, the new law
couldnotapplytothem.“Incase
they intend tomarry, theyhave
togettheirmarriagesolemnised
under the SpecialMarriageAct.
This will ensure that the provi-
sions of the new Ordinance,
whichdealswithillegalconver-
sions,willnotapplyintheirmar-
riage. But both of themhave to
continuepractisingtheirrespec-
tive religions,”Mishrasaid.
The families said theydidn’t

wantany“jhanjhat”.“Wearesim-
plepeople.Wesomehowmanage
withwhatwemake...Whenwe
getpermission, theweddingwill
happen. Ifwedon’t, thenwewill
seewhattodo.However,wedon’t
seeanyreasonfortheadministra-
tiondenyinguspermission,”said
thegroom’sbrother.
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On table now, issues which Opp
raised in House, Govt dismissed
whichareconsideredfriendlyto
thegovernment.YetAgriculture
MinisterNarendraSinghTomar,
who is now leading the talks
withthefarmers,toldLokSabha
onSeptember17:“Iwanttore-
quest the farmersnot toget in-
fluencedbydisinformation for
political ends (rajnitik drishti se
kiyegayekisibhidushpracharse
prabhavitnaho).”
This iswhatmembers said

duringthedebatesinLokSabha
andRajyaSabhaonSeptember
17andSeptember20:

Theworry
■InitiatingthedebateinLok

SabhaonSeptember17,Ravneet
SinghBittu, CongressMP from
Ludhiana,said:“Ifyougivetrou-
ble to the farmers of Punjab, if
youput Punjab, a border state,
in crisis, the countrywill suf-
fer…Ifyoucommitatrocitieson
the farmers of Punjab and
Haryana, howwill the country
function?Our soldiers toohail
fromPunjabandHaryana.There
isboundtobeareaction.There
will beunrest. You creatediffi-
culties regardingSYLcanal and
MSP.Whatwill yougainout of
itexceptunrest?”

■At the endof the debate,
Congress leader in Lok Sabha
AdhirRanjanChowdhurysaid:
“Youaresayingthefarmerswill
benefit because of this (Bills).
Showme one farmer who is
happywith theseBills. Look at
HaryanaandPunjab, the farm-
ersareunhappy.Wahanaaglag
gayi hai. Both the states are in
ferment.”

■ In Rajya Sabha on
September 20, SAD’s Naresh
Gujral said: “Don’t think the
farmers of Punjab areweak…
MrMinister, Ihaveonlyonere-
quest…thesparkthathasbeen
lit in Punjab and Haryana…
don’t allow it to turn intoa fire.
Otherwise itmaybewritten in
history…thatlamhonnekhata
kithi,sadiyonnesazapaayi."

OnMSP
■FormerPrimeMinisterH

DDeveGowdaofJD(S):“Oneof
the central fears of the farmers
is that theordinancesmaybea
ploy and a precursor to phase
outgrainprocurementatmini-
mumsupport prices. This they
perceivewould throwthemto
themercyofprivateplayersand
bigcorporates…Sincetheordi-
nanceswerebroughthurriedly
duringaragingpandemic,there
appears to be widespread
doubt.”

■ S RBalasubramoniyan
(AIADMK) “The Bill is silent
about theMinimumSupport
Price (MSP)which is essential
for the survival of farmers. The
Government should stipulate
mandatory rules for the
MinimumSupportPrice.Thatis

moreimportantforthefarmers
thananythingelse.”

■ Partap Singh Bajwa
(Congress): “Agriculture and
market, according to Schedule
VIIof theConstitution,arestate
subjects.TheordinanceandBills
areagainstourfederalcoopera-
tive spirit. Further, we don’t
want APMC and Minimum
Support Price to be tinkered
with.”

■KShanmugasundaram
(DMK): “TheBill is silent about
the Minimum Support Price
which is essential for the sur-
vival of farmers. The
Government should stipulate
mandatoryrulesforMSP.”

■ Arvind Sawant (Shiv
Sena): “Include a provision to
saythatnoagreement(forpur-
chase) can be entered into
which is less than theMSP so
that farmerswill get the base
priceandtheyareconvinced.”

■ Ram Mohan Naidu
(TDP):“Therehasbeennomen-
tionabouttheMSPinanyofthe
threeBills and this is leading to
confusion. TheGovernment is
saying that there is nothing to
fearabouttheMSP.If thatisthe
case, then why do they not
make it liable for the private
players to ensure thatMSP is
grantedtothefarmers?Ifthatis
included, then much of the
ruckusthatisbeingcreatedwill
besettled.”

■BinoyViswam(CPI):“Ire-
questtheMinister…ifthestate-
mentabouttheMSPistrueand
sincere…heshouldmoveanof-
ficial amendmenthere, saying
thathewilladdaclauseensur-
ing theMSP for the farmers. In
that case, I promise you, even
thoughweoppose you politi-
cally, the Communist Party of
IndiawillsupportthisBill.”

■Tomar’sresponse,bothin
LokSabhaandRajyaSabha,was
“MSP-basedprocurementwas
thereinthecountry,isthere,and
willcontinue.”

Ondispute resolution
■ Ram Mohan Naidu

(TDP): “On the question of
Dispute Resolution
Mechanism…much of it has
been delegated to the
Executive, like theMagistrates
and District Collectors. Now,
the courts are not being in-
volved in this. This provision
would be a partial solution.
Apart from trade related dis-
putes, farmerswill have other
legal battles alsowhich could
be landrelated. In these times,
I think, itwouldbebetter if the
Government thinks of setting
upAgriculturalTribunalsinline
with the provision of Article
323 (b) of Constitution of
India.”

■S Jothimani (Congress):
“ThisBillsaysthatthereisadis-

putesettlementmechanism.He
orshecangototheconciliation
board. Ifnothinghappensin30
days,afarmercanapproachthe
Sub-DivisionalMagistrate. If it
does notwork, then there is a
DistrictCollector.Inthisprocess,
simpleandpoorfarmerswillbe
pitted in a long legal battle
against corporate giants.What
istheguaranteethatjusticewill
be grantedafter all thismental
trauma?Intheprocess,farmers’
livelihoodandhopewillbede-
stroyed.”

■AnubhavMohanty(BJD):
“Thedisputeresolutionmecha-
nism is too complicated for
smallfarmers…ThisBillshould
go to the Standing Committee
for scrutiny formoreandmore
clarity. Our farmers feed us. I
thinkthisBillhasbeenbrought
veryhastily.”

■Tomardefended thedis-
puteresolutionmechanismen-
visagedintheBills.

Onmandi system
■KanakamedalaRavindra

Kumar (TDP): “Farmers have
seriousconcernsaboutthisBill.
Firstly, it prohibits State
Governments from collecting
themarket fee, cess or levy for
trade outside notified APMC
mandis, removes inter-State
trade barriers and provides
framework for electronic trad-
ing directly between a buyer
andafarmer.Insimplewords,it
breaks the States’ control over
farmers, enabling them to
choosewhomtheywanttosell
to…withoutpayingthemarket
fee, the corporate sectorwill
purchase agriculture produce
outsidethemarketthroughbro-
kersaccordingtothepricefixed
bythem.”

■ K Keshava Rao (TRS):
“Youarecreatinganextrazone
inthegeologicalorder.Theyal-
ready have APMCs.We know
thatstillpeoplecanbuyoutside
the APMC, but the regulated
body being there gives some
kind of protection and some
kindofpsychologicalbackingto
the farmer thatwhenever he
needs the price,whenever he
needsprotection, he goesback
totheMarketCommitteeregu-
latedzoneandgets themoney.
Now, youhave kept the entire
thingopen.AnybodywithaPAN
can start an electronic trading
thing.”

■AnubhavMohanty(BJD):
It“maybenotdirectbutthein-
direct impact of the Bill is that
APMCsmayfadeaway.Though
theBilldoesnotabolishexisting
APMCs, itmay end up having
that impact by creating plat-
formswherezero-taxtradecan
takeplace.Notwithstanding…
problems, APMCs fulfil some
important functions,especially
forsmallandmarginalfarmers.

Theyprovideanassuredmarket
tofarmers,providestoragefacil-
ities, act as amedium forprice
discoveryatthelocal level.”

■Mahua Moitra (TMC):
“Section6oftheBilllaysoutthat
nomarket fee, cess or levyun-
der the State APMCActs shall
nowbe levied on farmers and
tradersbytheStateGovernment
fortradinginatradeareaasde-
fined in thenewBill. However,
under the existing State Acts,
thismarket feewillbepayable.
So,this isgoingtoleadtoasub-
stantiallosstotheStateexcheq-
uerbecausenowanyareaout-
side the notified areawill de
facto be treated as a trade area
wherenoState revenue canbe
realized. One farmer or trader
trading in a trade area and an-
other being chargedacross the
roadbytheStateisgoingtocre-
atearidiculousruraldivide.”

■ Sukhbir Singh Badal
(SAD): “The farmers of Punjab
havealotofapprehensions.The
MNCs, tycoons andmagnates
willindulgeinprivatepurchase
offoodgrainsastheywillnotbe
taxed. In the beginning, they
may lure by givingmore rate
thantheMSP,butwhentheyes-
tablishtheirmonopoly,theywill
fleeceandstranglethefarmers.”

■KKRagesh (CPM): “Our
mandisystem…yes…thereare
alotmanylimitations.Butthose
limitations… need to be ad-
dressedandrectified.But,atthe
same time, themandi system
providesakindofcompetitive-
ness and that ensures at least
some sort of remunerative
prices to our farmers. Through
thisBill,theGovernmentissim-
ply slow-poisoning themandi
system.”

■Tomarsaidthemanditax
imposedbystategovernments
rangebetween2to8.5percent.
Hesaidwhentradetakesplace
outsidethemandis,“this8.5per
cent taxwill not be there and
farmers are going to directly
benefit fromthis.”

Oncontract farming
■ N K Premachandran

(RSP):“Contractfarmingworld-
widehasprovedtobeafailure.”

■KalyanBanerjee (TMC):
“Inacountrywheremore than
85percentcultivatorsaremar-
ginalandsmallfarmers,theBill
doesnotactually seemtocater
to the plight and safety of the
poor farmers. By promoting
contractfarming,theBillinstead
tendstopermanentlyempower
the big landlords, agricultural
businesslobbies.”

■KShanmugasundaram
(DMK):“Givinglegalsanctionto
contract farmingwould help
corporatesentertheagriculture
sector, andmay increase the
productivity, butwould it help
thefarmers.”
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a lasting impacton
Indianfootball’spsyche
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In thisepisode,wetalkaboutwhatmade
DiegoMaradonaoneof thebiggest legends
in footballandhis lasting impactonIndian
football'spsyche.
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ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER4

HEALTHCAREWORKERS from
Delhi’s Sir Ganga RamHospital
may soon be roped in for Phase
III human trials of Covaxin,
India’s first indigenously devel-
oped Covid-19 vaccine. The
movecomesdaysaftertheDelhi
governmentgaveitsapprovalto
Bharat Biotech, which is devel-
oping the vaccine in collabora-
tionwith the National Institute
of Virology and the Indian
Council ofMedicalResearch.
“Wehavegiventheapproval

for participation of healthcare
workers fromourhospitalbut it
has to be finally cleared by the
hospital’s ethics committee.

Once done, healthcareworkers
whoarewillingwillbeenrolled
fortheprocess,”saidDrDSRana,
chairmanofthehospital’sboard.
In October, Bharat Biotech

hadreachedouttotheDelhigov-
ernment for enrollment of
healthcareworkers fromhospi-
tals for Phase III. Around 3,000-
4,000 healthcareworkers from
both government and private
hospitalsareexpectedtopartic-
ipate. “The government has
given its approval to the com-
pany,whichwillcoordinatewith
thehospitalsdirectly,”saidasen-
ior official from the state health
department.
Phase III trial of the vaccine

hasalreadybegunatAIIMSwith

Dr M V Padma Srivastava, the
chiefofNeurosciencesCentreat
the premier institute, and three
other volunteers receiving the
firstdoseonNovember26.
“Several healthcareworkers

are coming forward to partici-
pate in the Phase III trials of the

vaccine.Aspartof thetrialappli-
cation,adoseof0.5mlwouldbe
given on day 0 and on day 28,”
said Dr Sanjay Rai, Principal
Investigator Covid-19 Vaccine
trial atAIIMS.
Meanwhile, the Delhi gov-

ernment has begun theprocess
of enrolment of healthcare
workers of different hospitals,
nursing homes and other facili-
tiesforCovidvaccination.Forup-
loadingdata,alinkhasbeenpro-
videdonthewebsiteoftheDelhi
StateHealthMission.
Meanwhile, Delhi Health

MinisterSatyendarJainsaidthat
if the city’s positivity rate stays
below4percent for fiveconsec-
utivedays, itwouldmeanDelhi

has been successful in combat-
ing thepandemic.
“The positivity rate has be-

come less than 5 per cent as
compared to the surge since
November7whichisasignofre-
lief as it points to perpetual de-
clining of the effect of the pan-
demic inDelhi. If this continues
for five consecutive days, Delhi
willsuccessfullycombattheout-
break,”hesaidonFriday.
OnFriday, thecitysaw4,067

new cases of Covid-19 and 73

deaths, taking the total number
ofcasessofarto5,86,125andthe
death toll to9,497.
Talkingaboutthestorageand

availability of the vaccine, once
it is introduced, Jainsaidthereis
“enoughresourcesfortheappli-
cation aswell as storage of vac-
cine”. “For peoplewho have al-
ready recovered fromCovid-19,
their body has produced anti-
bodies naturally so they do not
needtobevaccinatedinthefirst
phase,”hesaid.

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,DECEMBER4

A 22-YEAR-OLDman has been
arrestedforallegedlymurdering
three people on three consecu-
tivenightslastweekwiththein-
tention of subsequently looting
them.
According to police, the ac-

cused,identifiedasMohammad
Raji, was arrested on Thursday
near IFFCOChowk.
“Theaccusedusedtoworkin

housekeeping at a guest house
inGurgaon,buthadbeenunem-
ployed for the last onemonth.
During questioning, he said he
committed threemurders last
week, on the nights of
November 23, 24, and 25,” said
ACP(Crime)PreetPal Sangwan.
Police officials said the ac-

cused, who hails from Bihar,
wouldlurethevictimsintocon-
suming alcohol with him, and
stabthemaftertheywereintox-
icated.
Later, hewould then gather

theirbelongingsand flee.
In the firstmurder,whichhe

committed on the night of
November 23, the accused had
allegedly stabbed a youth to
deathnearLeisureValleyPark.
The following night, he al-

legedlystabbedasecurityguard
todeathinthegreenbeltareain
Sector40.
Police said the thirdmurder

was the most brutal, with the
bodyof thedeceased, identified
as 26-year-old Rakesh Kumar,
being found decapitated. His
head, officials said, was recov-
eredonlyafterRaji’s arrest.

“The body of the deceased
hadbeenfoundinanemptyplot
in front of the Vigilance Bureau
office in Sector 47.Hewas iden-
tified throughhisAadhaar card,
following which his relatives
werealertedandtheyconfirmed
his identity.Despitesearchesby
thepoliceandhisfamilynearthe
spot, the severed head was
nowhere to be found,” said the
ACP.
“Duringquestioning, the ac-

cused revealed that he had slit
the victim’s throat, because of
which he began bleeding pro-
fusely. To prevent police from
identifyingthedeceased,theac-
cused then detached his head
fromhis body, tied it in a cloth,
and hid it in some bushes. The
bodywas thrown into a drain.
The head has been recovered
from a deserted area in Kanhai
villageinSector40,basedonthe
information revealedby the ac-
cused,”hesaid.
*Police said they scanned

footage from “250 to 300 CCTV
cameras” to trace the accused.
“Hisarrestaweeklateristhere-
sultof theinformationprocured
through that footage, other
methodsof investigation,aswell
aspolicesources," saidSubhash
Boken,PROofGurgaonPolice.
Meanwhile, Kumar's rela-

tives,whencontacted, saidthey
were unaware of any links be-
tweentheaccusedandhim.“We
donotknowwhotheaccusedis
or howRakeshknewhim," said
Yogesh,Kumar’solderbrother.
Police said the accusedwas

producedincourtonFridayand
has been taken into police re-
mand for furtherquestioning.

HADLOSTHISJOB

Man arrested
in Gurgaon for
threemurders
in three days

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER4

UNIONENVIRONMENTMinister
Prakash Javadekar Friday said
Delhi’sairpollutionsituationwas
seriousevenasthestubbleburn-
ingseasoninnorthwestIndiahas
ended.HesaidtheDelhigovern-
ment and other agencies in the
National Capital Region (NCR)
need to take notice of the situa-
tion and immediately initiate
stepstoaddressairpollution-re-
latedcomplaints.
“TheCentralPollutionControl

Board’s (CPCB)50teamsvisitar-
easinDelhi-NCReveryday.They
givetheirobservationsandcom-
plaints on polluting activities to
the relevantagencies. Still, some
work gets done and somedoes-
n’t,” theministersaid.
“Delhi government and all

other agencies should take no-
tice…stubble burning happens
for60-62days,butafterthatpol-
lution level has to be controlled
byNCRitself,” Javadekarsaid.

Following theminister’s re-
marks, theCPCBonFridayasked
pollutioncontrolboards,munic-
ipal corporations and various
other agencies of Delhi andNCR
areas of Haryana, Uttar Pradesh
andRajasthantointensifyactions
forcontrollinglocalemissions.
Calmwindsandlowtemper-

atures, alongwith local and re-
gional emissions, has turned

Delhi-NCR’s air quality index
(AQI) to very poor since
November30.ShareofPM2.5lev-
els from stubble burning in
Delhi’s airwas 1%on Friday and
has been below 7% since
November23.
PKGupta, headof CPCB’s air

qualitymanagementdivision,told
agencies in the letter on Friday
thattheAQIis likelytostayinthe

‘verypoor’ category for thenext
fewdays owing tounfavourable
meteorologicalconditions.
“Basedon feedback received

from 50 CPCB teams since
October15,major (local) sources
ofemissionsareopendumpingof
garbage,constructionanddemo-
lition activity, unpaved roads or
pits, re-suspensionof roaddust,”
Guptasaidintheletter.
According to CPCB’s analysis

andthenumberofcomplaintsre-
ceived on socialmedia and the
Sameermobileapplicationofthe
Board,constructionanddemoli-
tion activity, open dumping of
garbage,roaddustandindustrial
emissions need to be controlled
inDelhi’ssouth,southwest,north,
northwestandnortheastdistricts.
InNCR, these activities need

to be controlled in Jhajjar,
Bhiwadi,Gurgaonnorth,Gautam
Buddh Nagar and Noida, said
Guptaintheletter.
A Delhi government official

said severalmeasures, including
sprinkling of water on roads,
mechanisedsweeping,nightpa-

trolling anddust control at con-
structionsitesarebeingtakenby
municipalbodiesandotheragen-
cies in thecapital to reduce local
emissions.
OnNovember20,CPCBchair-

manShivDasMeenahaddirected
chiefsecretariesandvariousagen-
ciesofDelhi-NCRtoimmediately
address air pollution complaints
madebythepublicand50teams
oftheBoardontheSameerappli-
cationandsocialmedia.
Hehadpointedoutthelowre-

dressalofcomplaintsintheletter.
Outof3,094complaintslodgedby
citizensand inspectionteamson
theSameer applicationbetween
October7andNovember18,34%
were solved. In the sameperiod,
784 complaintswere lodged on
socialmedia platforms of CPCB,
outofwhich24%weresolved.
A Delhi Pollution Control

Committeeofficialsaidthatasof
Wednesday, its shareofpending
complaints on the application
werezeroandthatthemunicipal
corporations inDelhi had ahigh
shareofpendingcomplaints.

Stubble burning season over but pollution in
capital still serious, take action, says Javadekar

Chargesheet delayed,
journalist gets bail in
espionage case

BJP councillor arrested by CBI for
‘taking bribe’ for MCD clearance

For niece’s
kanyadaan,
riot accused
gets bail

SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER4

RULINGTHATanaccusedisenti-
tled to default bail if the
chargesheetisnotfiledwithin60
days in offenceswherenomini-
mumsentenceisprescribed, the
Delhi High Court on Friday
granteddefault bail to journalist
RajeevSharma,whois facingac-
cusationsofespionageunderthe
Official Secrets Act in a case reg-
istered byDelhi Police's Special
Cell inSeptember.
JusticeYogeshKhanna in the

orderdirectedSharmatoprovide
his contact number and address
to thepolice and also askedhim
to keep the location app on his
mobile phone open all the time.
It also saidhewill not leaveNCR
without seeking permission of
thetrialcourt.
According to case details,

Sharmaisaccusedofhavinglinks
withChineseintelligenceofficers
andhaving received funds from
theforeignhandlersforallegedly
conveyingtothemsensitiveinfor-
mationpertainingtonationalse-
curity and foreign relations.
Sharma was arrested on
September14.Twootherpersons,
aChineseandaNepalesenational,
werearrestedbythepolicelater.
Sharma lastmonthmoved a

petition under Section 167(2) of
CrPCbeforethelowercourtcon-
tendingthathebereleasedonde-
faultbailsince60daysallowedto
theinvestigatingagencyforcom-
pletion of investigation have
ended but the chargesheet has
not been filed. His pleawas dis-
missedby a PatialaHouseCourt
DutyMetropolitanMagistrateon
November16whichsaidthetime

periodoffilingthechargesheetin
thecasewouldbe90days.
According to the procedure

underSection167(2)CrPC,anac-
cused is entitled to bail in cases
where the offence is punishable
withdeath,imprisonmentforlife
or imprisonment for a termnot
less than tenyears,when the in-
vestigating agency fails to com-
plete the probewithin 90 days.
The accused in other all cases—
where the minimum punish-
ment is less than10years—gets
entitledfordefaultbailonexpiry
ofaperiodof60days.Sharmahas
beenbookedunderSection3/4/6
of theOfficialSecretsActandthe
offences are punishablewith an
imprisonment whichmay ex-
tend to 14 years but there is no
mention of minimumpunish-
mentinthelaw.
Theorderpassedbythelower

courtwas challengedbefore the
High Court by Sharma. Delhi
Policearguedthatwherethereis
nominimumpunishment pre-
scribed and themaximumpun-
ishment ismore than 10 years,
thenthechargesheetcanbefiled
beyond 60 days but before 90
daysfromthedateofarrest.
JusticeKhannasaidthattheof-

fencemust have imprisonment
“for a clear period of 10 years or
more”andonlythentheprovision
allowing90days for completion
ofinvestigationwouldbeapplica-
ble,addingthatSharmaisentitled
todefaultbail.“TheOfficialSecrets
Act..., entails punishmentwhich
may extend to 14 years, but the
Sectiondoesnottalkofminimum
periodofsentenceandthusdoes
notpassthetestofclearperiodof
10yearsormore...assuchthepe-
riodof challan in this casewould
be60days,”thecourtsaid.

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER4

OBSERVING THAT in Hindu
mythology, “the ritual of
‘kanyadaan’ is ripewithdeepre-
ligioussymbolisms”,aDelhicourt
Friday granted interim bail to a
manarrestedinamurdercasere-
latedtotheNortheastDelhiriots.
Themanhasgot twoweeks’bail
toperformtheweddingritualsof
hisniece.
Additional Sessions Judge

VinodYadavgrantedinterimbail
toBrijmohanSharmaonfurnish-
ingabailbondofRs50,000with
onesuretyofthelikeamount.He
wasarrested in connectionwith
themurderofIrfan,allegedlybya
riotousmob, inNewUsmanpur
area. The court said that though
Sharma’sregularbailapplication
hasbeendismissedonNovember
24,itcannotbeabartogranthim
interimbail for a very short pe-
riodtoperformimportantrituals
likethe“kanyadaan”ofhisniece.
Though Sharma is not the

girl's father, it isapparentthathe
has been a fatherly figure to her
ashehadbeentakingcareof the
family of his deceased brother,
thecourtsaid.
Itfurthersaiditwasclearlyev-

identthatSharma'stwobrothers
had expired long back and that
another brother had separated
from the family. It noted that
Sharma’s fatherwas stated tobe
74yearsoldandhence “itwould
beverydifficult forsuchaperson
torunhereandtherefor...theexi-
genciesandintricaciesinvolvedin
atypicalHindumarriage”.
“I find substance in the sub-

missions...thatpresenceof appli-
cantisverymuchnecessaryinthe
saidmarriage, as he has to per-
formcertainimportantrituals,in-
cluding ‘kanyadaan’... that carry
deepsentimentalsignificance.
“...in Hindumythology, the

ritual of ‘kanyadaan’ is ripewith
deep religious symbolisms as it
exemplifies thebondbetweena
father and a daughter...,” the or-
dersaid.
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THE CENTRAL Bureau of
Investigation has arrested a BJP
councillor from Delhi for al-
legedly taking a bribe to help a
mangetmunicipal clearance for
constructionofhishouse.
AgencysourcessaidBJPcoun-

cillor fromVasant KunjManoj
Mehlawatwasarrestedwhileal-
legedlyacceptingpartofthebribe
amount on Thursday evening.
Followinghis arrest, theCBI also
conductedsearchesathishouse.
"Hehasbeenremandedinju-

dicial custody after his arrest," a
CBIofficialsaid.
Sourcessaidthecomplainant

approached the agency alleging
thattheCouncillorwasdemand-
ing a bribe of Rs 10 lakh to help

himgetMCDpermissiontocon-
structahouse.
"Accordinglywe laid a trap

and caught the Councillor al-
legedly accepting thebribe," the
CBIofficialsaid.
The arrest drew a sharp re-

sponse from the AAP, which
termed it as the "feather in the
crownofBJP'scorruption”.
AAP chief spokesperson

Saurabh Bharadwaj said
Mehlawat's arrest laid bare the
"buildingmafia"inthethreecivic
bodiescontrolledbytheBJP.
"I am a concerned MLA of

DelhiandIamtellingyouthatnot
a single citizen of Delhi has any
option but bribing the BJP-ruled
MCDofficials to build his or her
own house. This collection of
moneyhappensinaverycoordi-
natedmanner.EveryareaofDelhi
hasdifferentratesdefinedbythe
BJP ruledMCD and the builder
mafia,"Bharadwajsaid.
HeclaimedMCDworkersand

officials from top to bottom re-
ceivemoneyaspartofthealleged
nexus. He further said his party
willhold181pressconferencesto
exposethisallegedcorruption.
Delhi BJP spokesperson

PraveenShankarKapoorsaidthe
BJP has zero tolerance towards
corruption and has suspended
thecouncillorfromtheparty.“We
inDelhiBJPdonothesitateintak-
ing action on corruption, unlike
theAamAadmiParty…”

ShareofPM2.5 levels fromstubbleburningwas1%Friday
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Ganga Ram staff to be roped in for Ph-III Covaxin trials

New Delhi: Delhi Police Crime
Branchhasarrestedfivemenand
apprehendedafewotheralleged
members of the ‘band baaja
baraat gang’,who allegedly hire
children and train thembefore
settingthemofftocommitthefts
at weddings across Delhi.
Investigation has revealed that
thegang,originallyfromMadhya
Pradesh, targeted farmhouses
and banquet halls wherewed-
dingsareorganised.
Additional CP (Crime)

ShibheshSinghsaid theaccused
havebeenidentifiedasSandeep,
Hansraj,SantKumar,Kishanand
Bobby.“Thearrestsweremadeaf-
ter the crime branch received a
number of complaints that a
gang,operatinginDelhiandNCR,
was committing thefts atwed-
dingvenues.A teamalso started
scanning footage of wedding
functions and identified three
suspects, including two juve-
niles,”Singhsaid.
Singh said the team found

thatthegangwasoperatingfrom
Rajgarh district of Madhya
Pradesh. “Our teamalso visited
the three villages in Rajgarh dis-
trict — Gul Kheri, Sulkheri and
Kadiya—to identify theaccused
allegedly involved in the inci-
dents. We made their arrest
when theywere leaving Delhi
andmoving for their village in
MP,”headded.

Thecomplainant
allegedthecouncillor
demandedabribeof
Rs10lakh

Gang behind
thefts at
weddings
busted, 5 held

New Delhi
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Tractorsandtrucks linedupatSinghuborderwhichhasbecomethefocalpointof theprotests.PraveenKhanna

FARMLEADERSHARDENSTANCEAHEADOFFRESHROUNDOFTALKSWITHGOVT

AMILBHATNAGAR
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER4

FARMERSPROTESTINGatSinghu
Border have called for a Bharat
bandhonDecember8, aheadof
theirfifthroundoftalkswiththe
central government over farm
bills. Farm leaders said they are
set to intensify the agitation as
the fourth roundof talksdidnot
yieldthedesiredresults.
"During Thursday'smeeting

we repeated that the govern-
mentwillhavetorepealthethree
laws. They agreed to nine
amendments in the Acts. To an
extent, they also agreed to
amendingelectricityandstubble
burning laws, but wewere not
satisfiedwiththeresults.Wein-
sist that we will only go back
once the laws are taken back. A
call for Bharat Bandh on
December 8 has been made
wherewehaveinvitedtheentire
countrytocomeontheroadsand
participate in this movement
fromwherever they are," said
Harindar Singh Lakhowal of the
BhartiyaKisanUnion(Lakhowal).
The farmer unions on Friday

heldtwomeetingsamongthem-
selves — one comprised only
farmersfromPunjabwhileinthe
other, farmer representatives
from Odisha, West Bengal,
Telangana and Rajasthanwere
alsopresent.
Farmerssaid itwasmutually

agreed by the unions thatmore

farmerswill be included in the
protest, beyond Punjab. The
farmers said they consider their
demands "non-negotiable" and
the next round of talks will be
dominated by the demand re-
pealingthethreelawsthrougha
special sessionofParliament.
"There aremovements hap-

pening in Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka. This is an 'aarpaarki
ladai'andthefarmersneedtore-
alise it. Due to Corona and the
lack of buses and trains, many
farmerscouldnotcome.Nowwe
havewoken up to the idea that
we need to be on the streets,"
said Yudhveer Singh from
BhartiyaKisanUnionduringthe
press conferenceat Singhubor-
der,whichhasbecomethefocal
pointofprotestsattheDelhibor-
ders.
Farmersfromeightdivisional

headquartersofMaharashtra,in-
cludingMumbai and Pune, are
likely to join the protests at the
Delhi borders, the farm leaders
claimed, adding that aRailRoko
movementisalsobeingplanned
inWest Bengal. The unionswill
also be calling for a complete
shutdownoftollplazasforaday,
the date for which will be an-
nouncedlater.
The farmerunionshavealso

called for more farmers to
gather at Ghazipur and Tikri
borders with UP and Haryana
respectively inthedaystocome
sotheycanbuildpressureonthe
Centre.

JIGNASASINHA,
AMILBHATNAGAR&
ASHNABUTANI
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER4

FIVEHUNDREDlitreswater,200
litresmilk,50kgsugarand60kg
tea leaves— through the day at
Tikri border, tea simmers in a
100-litrevessel forthousandsof
farmers protesting there since
November26.Potatofrittersand
tea for breakfast, some jalebi in
the afternoon, and chole-rice,
aloo-gobhi and kheer for lunch
anddinner.
Several langarshavebeenset

upacrossthethreemainprotest
sites in Delhi-NCR— Ghazipur
border,SinghuborderandTikri,
with pavements lined with
sacksof riceandvegetablesand
chulhas for cooking, drums of
milk reaching at the crack of
dawn, and cooking duties
drawnout.
At 4 am, when everyone's

still fast asleep at the Tikri bor-
der, sixmiddle-agedmen from
Haryana wake up daily to pre-
parethefirstmealof thedayfor
6,000-plusprotesters—teaand
potato fritters. By the time, the

firstcupof teaisready, it's5am.
Ram Kesh Singh (52), a paddy
farmer from Rohtak, said:
"Every day, we prepare potato
fritters,kheer,aloo-gobhi,chole
andrice,allcookedindesighee.
We got these massive utensils
from Bahadurgarh, hired three
cooks.This isoursewaforall the

other protesting farmers." The
group buys fresh vegetables
daily frommandis nearby, and
alsoacceptsproducedonatedby
well-wishers.Over100kgofpo-
tato and cauliflower is peeled
andkept aside fordinner.
Maan (42), a farmer from

Jhajjar who is a part of another

kitchen,said,"Peoplearedonat-
ing groceries; we are blessed.
Todaymorning, a man gave us
100 cans of drinkingwater.We
have 17 trucks, some given by
transporters,andtheyferrymilk
and vegetables." A small-scale
kitchenoperatesinanothercor-
ner,whereeightelderlyfarmers
peeledonionandpotatoes fora
meal for100.Sardoor (60) from
Punjab said, "Wegobackhome
every three days and return
withghee,milkanddaal.This is
our mini pind... In the last six
days,wehaveusedthreetonnes
ofghee.Weareheretostay, that
truck is ourbedroom."
AttheGhazipurprotestsite,a

makeshift kitchen operates be-
low the flyover, and on Friday,
thereispulao,dalandaloo-gobhi
forlunch.Helphascomeinfrom
the volunteers of theDelhi Sikh
Gurdwara Management
Committee,who'veprepared2.5
quintal dal, 125 kg rice, and 2
quintal of vegetables. Tarsem
Singh from the committee said,
"The food is enough to serve
thousands."Withmany sugar-
cane farmers at the protest site,
sweets made of jaggery have
been a constant snack since the

protests began.Whilemany re-
liedonthelangar,othershadset
uptheirownkitchensalongthe
road. With a gas, stove and
enough ration for six months,
Mandeep Singh (39) prepared
lunchforhimselfandaround20
others. He said, "We packed up
whateverwecouldandleftfrom
ourhometown,Pilibhit."
At Singhu border,where the

maximumnumberofprotesters
havegathered,alangarsetupby
a gurdwara committee from
Punjab'sHoshiarpurfeedsnearly
10,000 people every day. The
farmers have carriedmore than
10gas cylinders, over500kg in-
gredients, large dishes, frying
pans, steel spatulas, disposable
platesandglassesanddustbins.
"Wehavemorethan50peo-

ple working at the langar at all
times. We start early in the
morning and it goes on till 10
pm. Today we have matar pa-
neer,dalandriceforlunchalong
with jaggery lassi andkheer... If
werunoutofgas,wegetit filled
from the nearest station. We
have enough food for at least
two months," said Udham
Singh, a farmer from
Hoshiarpur.

From 60 kg tea to 125 kg rice, what it takes to
feed thousands gathered on three borders

JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER4

FROM MECHANICS helping
farmers fix their tractors to stu-
dents distributingmedicines for
free—asupportsystemhascome
upfor thousandsofprotestersat
thecapital’sborders.
At the Singhu border near

Haryana, farmers had arrived in
hundreds of trucks and tractors
that they use for daily trips to
nearby towns to get groceries.
Jagdish Singh (60), amember of
theJamhuriKisanDal,whocame
fromPunjab toDelhiwithmore
than 50 farmers, said: “We are
facingissuesasourtrucksarebe-
ingusedbypeople to carry food
andgroceries.Thetyresoftenget
puncturedandweneedsomeone
tofixit.Ihavesentatrucktoferry
mechanics fromour hometown
inAbhoratohere.”
Some of the vehicles were

also damaged after a clashwith
theHaryanapoliceonNovember
23and24,whichsawstonepelt-
ing, lathicharge and tear gas
shelling.
Sonu (23), amechanic from

Punjab’sFirozpur,hasbeenhelp-
ing farmers alongside his father
for threedaysat theborder. “My

father runs a repair shop back
home and I work there. My
cousins and friends are farmers.
They are going through a rough
timeandwesee it asourduty to
help them.My elder brother is
takingcareofourshopwhilewe
arehere. It isoursewa...,”hesaid.
Theduohas helped repairmore
than10trucksinthelasttwodays.
Some farmer organisations

alsosoughthelpfrommechanics
inPunjab.
RantirSingh(40),amechanic

fromBarnala, said: “There are a
lot of peoplewhoneedmedical
helpandalsoneedtogettheirve-
hicles repaired... We have re-
pairedmore than 30 vehicles in

the last week. My brother also
helpsoldfarmerswithmedicines
andfood.”
Afewvolunteershavealsoset

upsmall stallsnear theborder to
distributemedicines,with some
even selling toothbrushes and
powerbanks.GurjantSingh(23),
astudentfromPanjabUniversity,
said,“Weboughtsomemedicines
fromHaryana a week ago. My
friends have joined the protest
here and Iwanted tohelp them.
Wekeptthemedicinesonatable
andaregivingthemforfree.Most
farmers here are old and need
medicines…we have ones for
cough, cold, stomach ache, dia-
betesandbloodpressure.”

Call goes out for Bharat Bandh onDecember 8

‘Police hiding
riot chats
from internal
WA group’

JIGNASASINHA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER 4

WITH THOUSANDS of elderly
farmers among the protesters,
complaints have been cropping
upoccasionallyof feverandcold
due to theharshweather condi-
tionsattheTikriBorder.
Somehelphascomefromlo-

calsatJhajjarandDelhi,whohave
setupcampsattheborderprotest
site and have started giving out
medicinesfor free.
PrabhjotSingh(27),astudent

fromJhajjar,placedmedicineson
a tablewhich he bought froma
store near his home. “I amprac-
tising medicine and came to
knowthatmanypeoplehereare
suffering because of the harsh
conditions.Iboughttwoboxesof
medicines--forcough,fever,high
blood pressure and diabetes --
and camehere. By evening, I re-
alisedthatmostofthestockisfin-
ishedandpeopleneedmore."
Singh and his friends have

alsostarteddistributingmultivi-
taminsandcalcium-magnesium
supplementstothefarmers.
Six farmerswhowerepartof

the protests at Tikri border have
died sinceNovember 27. Police
said four of these died in acci-
dents,whiletheothertwodiedof
natural causes— Lakhvir Singh
(55)andGurjant(60).

Doctors from the Red Cross
SocietyinJhajjarhavealsosetup
a campwhere they offer check-
ups.Whena65-year-old farmer,
GurunamSingh, complained of
chest pain andbreathlessness, a
doctor checked his blood pres-
sureandpulserate.
He told the doctor, “We

started fromMansa on the 26th
andmanagedtoreachhereintwo
days. Afteraday,Ifeltabituneasy
because of the long journey.We
travelledalongdistanceanddid-
n’t havemuch food. I had chest
painandwastakentoahospital.
They dischargedme after a day
and I camebackhere.Now, I am
fitbutstillhavechestpain.”
The doctor at the camppre-

scribedmedicines to Gurunam

andwentontocheckonthenext
patient. He said, “Manypatients
here have a fever or cardiac is-
sues."Most farmers at Tikri bor-
der sleep in their tractor and
trucks.ChoorSingh(86),afarmer
fromMonga, said he bought a
quilt from Jhajjar to keepwarm.
“Wecheckoneachotheratnight
andmake sure that everyone is
gettingsufficient food,”hesaid.
OnWednesday,DelhiHealth

Minister Satyendar Jain also
tweeted: “During my visit to
Singhuborder today, I requested
theRevenueMinistertoshiftwa-
terandfireprooftentsfromBurari
to theSinghuborder for theeld-
erly so theydon’t face anyprob-
lems due to the coldweather in
Delhi.”

As trucks and tractors make
several trips a day, some
mechanics offer free repairs

Many elderly among crowd,
medical help now at hand

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,DECEMBER4

ASFARMprotestsonDelhi’sbor-
ders enter the second week,
farmersfromSouthHaryanaand
Madhya Pradesh are inching
closer to the national capital,
crossingintoFaridabadadayafter
they reachedPalwal andhoping
to move towards the city on
Saturday. Speaking to The Indian
Express, Deputy Commissioner
YashpalYadavsaid,“Around50to
70 farmers reached Sikri border
fromPalwaltoday.Theyhaveen-
teredFaridabadandarespending
thenightatagovernmentschool
in Jharsetli...Wewill not permit
themtocrossfromtheBadarpur
borderbutiftheychoosetoenter
viaanyotherroute,thatwillbeal-
lowed.” “Our police force will
continue to remain deployed in
borderareasandonalert,”hesaid.
Around 100 farmers from

Madhya Pradesh had arrived in
SouthHaryana Thursday, cross-
ing into Palwal in the evening.
After spending the night at a
Government School in Prithla,
they hadmarched to Faridabad
Fridaymorning.DeputyCommis-
sionerofPalwalsaidseveralfarm-
ers fromPalwal also began their
journey from Hodal to Delhi
Thursday.

Haryana,
MP farmers
inch closer

ANANDMOHANJ
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER4

PINJRATODmemberDevangana
Kalita, facing trial under the
Unlawful Activities Prevention
Act (UAPA) in connectionwith
theNortheastDelhiriots,hastold
aDelhicourt that thiswasacase
of insidious prosecution as the
police were hiding relevant
WhatsAppchatsfromthecourt.
Kalita's lawyer, Adit Pujari,

made the submissions before
Additional Sessions Judge
AmitabhRawatwhilearguingfor
bail.Afterargumentsended,po-
lice informedthecourt that they
willopposethebailSaturday.
On allegations in the

chargesheetof300womenfrom
Jahangirpuri being brought to
Jafrabad and being received by
Kalita,NatashaNarwalandother
protestingwomen,where vio-
lencewasprecipitated,Pujaritold
the court that "thiswasa caseof
insidiousprosecution".
Pujari referred to purported

screenshots of an internalpolice
WhatsAppgroupinwhichpolice
were "closely monitoring the
movementofthesewomenfrom
Shaheen Bagh to Jahangirpuri
andJafrabad"."Theyweremoni-
tored the entire time. Evenpho-
tographsofthebusandthenum-
berweresharedonthisgroup…
Iftheyhadcommittedsomevio-
lence, carriedweapons, our po-
licewould have arrested them.
Instead the police have them-
selves stated that the protesters
whowenttothesesitesreturned
home,"Pujari toldthecourt.
Referring to another internal

group,hetoldthecourt, "It isgo-
ing to be adifficult case for us to
defendiftheprosecutionisgoing
to selectively pick outmessages
like this and place it before the
court. This courtwill see the in-
sidiousway inwhich they have
hiddenmessages."
"Thepolicehasdeliberatelyin

this case declined to place on
recordmessages… they knew
that another march was on…
march by pro-CAA protestors.
They are hiding it," he told the
court.HesaidthattheWhatsApp
chats related to thewomenpro-
testersshowthemarrivingatthe
spotandthenextmessageisthat
of a policeman informing that
stonepeltingwasundercontrol.
Pujariarguedthatthiswasto

show that thewomen reached
and stone pelting started and
messages in betweenwere not
shared.

4heldfor
kidnapping
New Delhi: Four men
havebeenarrestedforal-
legedly kidnapping a job
placement agent after
posingaspolicemenand
demanding Rs 5 lakh for
his release. According to
police, the accused
wanted to take revenge
as the victim had earlier
allegedly duped one of
their relatives. However,
they released him after
getting scared of the po-
lice raids.

20-year-old
strangled
todeath
NewDelhi:A20-year-old
woman was allegedly
strangled to death and
pushedoff the third floor
of a building in North
Delhi’sWazirabadbyher
friendaftersheaskedhim
to divorce his wife and
marry her. The accused
has been arrested from
NewDelhirailwaystation.

Delhigovt
enhancesDA
NewDelhi:TheDelhigov-
ernment Friday an-
nounced enhanced
monthly dearness al-
lowance for unskilled,
semi-skilled, skilled and
other categoryworkers.
DA revision takes place
twiceeveryyear.ENS
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Vehiclesservemanypurposes forprotesters.AmitMehra

AdoctordistributesmedicinesatSinghuborder.AmitMehra

A langarsetupbyagurdwaracommitteeatSinghufeeds
thousandsofpeopleeveryday. PraveenKhanna
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THE BJP received a jolt in the
Maharashtra Legislative Council
elections onFriday,winning just
one of the six seats thatwent to
polls, and losing two—one in its
strongholdNagpurandtheother
inPune.
TherulingMahaVikasAghadi,

comprising Shiv Sena, NCP and
Congress,won four seats.While
NCPandCongresseachwontwo
seats, one seat went to an
Independentcandidate.
TheBJPwillhavetoevolvebet-

ter strategy factoring the com-
bined strengthof Shiv Sena,NCP
and Congress to effectively
counter it in the next elections,
Leader of OppositionDevendra
Fadnavis said after the results
were declared. Speaking to re-
porters, the formerCMadmitted
theBJP has faredbadly. “It’s evi-
dentwedidn’tcorrectlyascertain
theircombinedstrength,”hesaid.
“Thedefeat of BJP in its tradi-

tional seatNagpur and thePune
graduates' constituency shows
thatpeoplearedriftingawayfrom
the right-wing party. Theyhave
preferredMaha Vikas Aghadi,”
saidNCPpresidentSharadPawar.
Thepolls for six seats – three

graduates' constituencies
(Nagpur, PuneandAurangabad),
two teachers' constituencies
(PuneandAmravati)andonelocal
body (Dhule-Nandurbar) had
takenplaceonDecember1.Votes
werecountedonDecember3.
The electoral outcome in

Nagpur, where BJP's former
mayorSandipJoshiwasdefeated
by Congress' Abhijit Wanjari,
cameasashockto theparty.The
Congresswrested the seat from

the BJP after 55 years.Wanjari
polled61,701voteswhileJoshigot
42,791.
The seatwas represented in

the past by the late Gangadhar
Fadnavis, father of Devendra
Fadnavis. UnionMinister Nitin
Gadkari has also been aCouncil
memberfromthisconstituency.
Anotherprestigious seatwas

thePunegraduates'constituency,
whichwent to theNCP. The BJP
candidate, SangramDeshmukh,
got 73,321 votes against NCP's
Arun Lad,who bagged 12,2145
votes. Theseathadbeenvacated
by BJP state unit president
ChandrakantPatil.
The third graduates' con-

stituency,Aurangabad,sawNCP's
sittingmember Satish Chavan
trouncingBJP'sShirishBoralkar.
While NCP won from two

graduates' constituencies,
Congresswonfromone.
In Amravati teachers' con-

stituency, BJP's DrNitinDhande
lost to Independent candidate
Kiran Sarnaik. The Sena,which
contested this lone seat, failed to

get its candidate Shrikant
Deshpandeelected.
The Pune teachers' con-

stituency was bagged by
Congress'JayantAsgaonkar.Here,
the BJP had supported
IndependentJitendraPawar.
The BJP sought solace in the

lone local body constituency of
Dhule-Nandurbar. Former
Congress leader Amarish Patel,
who had joined BJP last year
aheadofthe2019Assemblypolls,
wonfromhishometurf.
Theelectionunderlinedtothe

BJP that theMahaVikas Aghadi
remained strong. Chandrakant
Patilsaid,“Wewillconveneacore
committeemeeting to analyse
and introspect what went
wrong.”
Shiv Sena,whose candidate

was defeated in Amravati divi-
sion'steachers'constituency,said
itwouldevaluatetheloss.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER4

ALAWstudentfromDelhiFriday
sought the Supreme Court’s in-
tervention to “immediately” re-
move the mass gathering of
farmers fromDelhi’sborders.
The plea cited the Covid-19

pandemicandsaidfarmerswere
“blocking the roads for all the
emergency/medical services”
required in the national capital
for thoseaffectedby thevirus.
In the plea, filed through

Advocate Om Prakash Parihar,
petitioner Rishabh Sharma said
that “because of the ongoing
protest at theDelhi borders, the
roads have beenblocked by the
protesters and closed border
points, which have affected ve-
hicular traffic and people who
are traveling to and fromDelhi
to getmedical treatment in re-
putedgovernment/privatehos-
pitals situated in Delhi are also
affected”.
“Majority of protestors are

elderly people who are more
vulnerable to this deadly virus,
and it is in their best interest to
completely avoid such mass
gatherings”,hesaid.
The plea said the rate of

Covid-19 transmission may
spikeduetothemassgathering.
Sharma said that even

though thepolicehadallotteda
dedicated place for the protes-
tors to hold the demonstration
peacefully—atNirankariGround
in Burari, Delhi—they have not
moved there, “and in order to
create trouble for the com-
muters they have blocked the
borders”.
The petition also pointed to

SC’sShaheenBagh judgement.

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,DECEMBER4

BIHAR's LEADER of Opposition
TejashwiPrasadYadavonFriday
expressed solidarity with the
protesting farmers and backed
the demand for written legal
provision of MSP even as his
party questioned the silence of
RSSchiefMohanBhagwat–who
is currently in the state –on the
issue.
Tejashwi told reporters he

would lead RJD's dharna at
Patna's GandhiMaidan to lend
support to farmersonSaturday.
“TheNDAgovernmentatthe

Centre has been taking anti-
farmerdecisions for thepast six
years. It got three farm Bills
passedwithout taking farmers'
associations into confidence... If
the new farm laws are so good,
why is notMSP beingmade es-
sential,” he said. “In fact, entire
mandi systemwould collapse
with the new arrangement and
only corporate houses would
benefitfromit.Ifonenation,one

marketisbringdiscussed,whyis
notoneMSPbeingdiscussed?"
“Thebiggest threat from the

newfarmlawswasgovernment
losing control over foodgrains
sale and purchase,” the RJD
leader said.
“AftertheBihargovernment

repealed APMC Act in 2006,
farmers have not been getting
good price for their wheat and
paddy. Can the Bihar govern-
menttellhowmuchpercentage
of wheat and paddy it has pur-
chased fromfarmers in thepast
fewyears?”hesaid.
RJD national vice-president

ShivanandTewarisaidRSSchief
Bhagwatshouldmakehisstand
clear on farmers, especially
when Swadeshi JagranManch,
whichisaffiliatedtotheRSS,too,
has felt the need for changes in
the farmlaws.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
JAIPUR,DECEMBER4

UNIONMINISTER of State for
Agriculture Kailash Choudhary
said Friday that the protests by
farmers are not a nationwide

phenomenon
and are re-
stricted to
Punjab.
Choudhary

even claimed
thatmanyofthe
protestingfarm-
ers in Punjab
were Congress
workers.

“Thefarmers’agitationisnot
intheentirecountryandisonly
in Punjab. Even in Punjab, such
people, whomwe can say...are
mostly Congress workers. I
want to say that the decision
will be taken in the interest of
the farmers and in tomorrow’s
meeting the outcome will be
positive,” Choudhary told re-
porters in Jaipur.

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER4

LAKSHADWEEP ADMINISTRA-
TOR Dineshwar Sharma, who
earlier headed the Intelligence
Bureau (IB) and was the
Interlocutor for Jammu and
Kashmir, died of a lung ailment
inChennaionFriday.Hewas66.
The retired IPS officer of the

Kerala cadre, who previously
servedasInterlocutorforJammu
and Kashmir, was appointed
Lakshdweep Administrator in
October2019.
SourcessaidSharmawasad-

mitted to AIIMS on November
25 with complaints of heavy
coughing and lung complica-
tions. On November 27, hewas
shifted to MGM Hospital in
Chennaiforalungtransplantbut
his condition deteriorated
sharply in thepast 24hours.He
had been diagnosedwith an ir-

reversible
condition
called inter-
stitial lungs,
saidsources.
PM

Narendra
Modi and
Home
Minister
Amit Shah
expressed
griefoverhis

death. “Administrator of
Lakshadweep Shri Dineshwar
SharmaJimadelonglastingcon-
tributionstoIndia’spolicingand
security apparatus. He handled
many sensitive counter-terror
and insurgency ops during his
policingcareer.Anguishedbyhis
demise.Condolencestohisfam-
ily. Om Shanti,” the Prime
Minister said ina tweet.
In a tweet, Shah said, “He

servedthenationwithutmostde-
votionasadedicatedofficerofthe

IndianPoliceService.Myheartfelt
condolences tohis family in this
hourofgrief.OmShanti.”
Born in Bihar, Sharma had

had a long stint in IB before he
became its chief in 2014.
Followinghisretirementin2016,
thegovernment appointedhim
asInterlocutorforJ&KinOctober
2017, owing to his long associa-
tionwith the region as an intel-
ligence officer. Sharmawas as-
sistant director in IB inKashmir
between 1994 and 1996 and
thenservedontheKashmirdesk
of thebureau inDelhi.
“Hewastherightmanforthe

job. Very decent, down to earth
and patient. Unfortunately, his
short termas interlocutorcould
not achievemuch,” a senior in-
telligenceofficial said.
Sources said part of the rea-

son was he did not get much
supportfromDelhiafterapoint.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER4

DAYS AFTER Canada Prime
MinisterJustinTrudeaucameout
insupportofprotestingfarmers,
India summoned the Canadian
envoy Friday andwarned that
such “actions”, if they continue,
will have a “seriously damaging
impact”onbilateral ties.
Trudeau, however, did not

backdownfromhiscomments.
“Canadawillalwaysstandup

fortherightofpeacefulprotests
anywhere around the world.
Andwearepleasedtoseemoves
towards de-escalation and dia-
logue,” he said in Ottawawhen
askedabout India’smove.
Earlier, the External Affairs

Ministry said in a statement:
“The Canadian High
Commissionerwas summoned
totheMinistryofExternalAffairs
today and informed that com-
ments by the Canadian Prime
Minister,someCabinetMinisters
andMembers of Parliament on
issuesrelatingtoIndianfarmers
constitute an unacceptable in-
terferenceinourinternalaffairs.”
“Such actions, if continued,

would have a seriously damag-
ingimpactontiesbetweenIndia
andCanada,” it said.
“These comments have en-

couragedgatheringsof extrem-
ist activities in front of ourHigh
Commission and Consulates in
Canadathatraiseissuesofsafety
and security. We expect the
CanadianGovernmenttoensure
the fullest security of Indian
diplomaticpersonnelanditspo-

liticalleaderstorefrainfrompro-
nouncementsthatlegitimizeex-
tremistactivism,” it said.
This statement is different

from its statement Tuesday be-
cause the MEA mentions the
Canadian PrimeMinister. In its
earlier statement, it hadmen-
tioned“someCanadianleaders”.
A broad spectrum of

Canadian leaders have ex-
pressed their opinion on the
farmer protests, which has not
gone downwell with the gov-
ernment.Earlierthisweek,after
Trudeau cameout in support of
theprotestingfarmers,Indiahad
reacted sharply against “ill-in-
formed comments” on the “in-
ternal affairs of a democratic
country”.
Speaking to Canadian-Sikh

community leaders at anonline
event on the occasion of
Gurpurab,Trudeausaid:“Iwould
beremissif Ididn’tstartbyrecog-
nising the news coming from
India about theprotest by farm-
ers. The situation is concerning.
We are all very worried about
family and friends. We know
that’s a reality formany of you.
Letme remind you, Canadawill
always be there to defend the
rightsofpeacefulprotesters.We
believeintheprocessofdialogue.
We’vereachedoutthroughmul-
tiplemeanstotheIndianauthor-
ities tohighlightourconcerns.”

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,DECEMBER4

THEHARYANA Congress Friday
saiditwillbringano-confidence
motion against the BJP-JJP al-
liance government, which has
lost the“trustofpeopleandleg-
islators”afterits“bigmistake”of
trying to stop farmers from
marching toDelhi.
Addressing a press confer-

ence in Gurgaon, former chief
minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda urged the Governor to
conveneaanemergencysession
of theHaryanaAssembly.
“Three Independents have

left the government and, after
thepeople,it(theBJP-JJPgovern-
ment) is also losing the trust of
the MLAs...we appeal to the
Governor to call an emergency
session of the Assembly to dis-
cuss the farmers’ issues. In that,
we will also bring a no-confi-

dencemotion against this gov-
ernment,whichhaslostthefaith
of the people as well as the
VidhanSabha,” saidHooda.
“If farmerswerenotstopped,

ifwatercannons…teargaswere
notused,maybe thiswouldnot
have been the situation...This
work that the Haryana govern-
menthasdone iscondemnable.
Thisisthebiggestmistakeof the
Haryana government,” said the
two-time formerCM.
He said thatwhile Congress

stands in support of the farmers’
demands, “the JJP and
IndependentMLAs, who have
reached theVidhan Sabhawith
thevoteofthefarmers,”arestand-
inginsupportofthegovernment.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH,DECEMBER4

TAKING TO Facebook Live on
Friday to counter criticismafter
meeting Union HomeMinister
Amit Shah, Punjab Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder Singh
said:“Kejriwalnujhoothbolandi
aadathai” (Kejriwal likes to tells
lies) and “Khattar nu lokaan nu
kuttan di” (Khattar likes to beat
uppeople).
On former Union minister

Harsimrat Kaur Badal’s remark
that he had met the Home
Minister over an ED case, the
PunjabCMsaid:“Iamnotscared
of ED... she (Harsimrat) is also
known for telling lies. I do not
knowwhat ishereducation.”
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DELHICONFIDENTIAL

PUT ON MUTE
THE VIRTUAL all-party meeting convened by the
ParliamentaryAffairsMinistry todiscuss thepandemicsitu-
ation on Fridaywent off on a positive note, saidmost of the
leaders.ButDMKleaderTRBaaluwasnotatallhappy– first
heraisedobjectionstothepresentationbeingmadeinHindi
withoutanytranslationorsubtitles.Thenhetriedtoraisethe
issueof farmers’protests.ButParliamentaryAffairsMinister
PralhadJoshi intervenedandsaidthemeetingwastodiscuss
the Covid situation and the vaccine rollout, and that every
leader should stick to that. Baalu didn’t quite like the inter-
vention and said the PrimeMinister did not raise anyobjec-
tions. But theDMK leader couldnot continueashismicwas
muted.

COMING SOON
IMPLEMENTATIONOF theGSThasbeena sourceof political
wrangling for some time now, with the Congress claiming
thathastyrolloutandfaultyimplementationofthetaxregime
wasoneof thereasons for thedecline inGDPgrowth.The is-
suecouldbeback in focusas thePublicAccountsCommittee
of Parliament, headed byAdhir Ranjan Chowdhury, is set to
tableitsreportsoon.ThePACisexaminingaCAGreport,which
hadpointedoutgapsandshortcomingsintheGSTimplemen-
tation. Interestingly, thePAChadsought andobtainedviews
fromthepublicbesidesindustryandexpertsfromalloverthe
country. It heard the views of bodies such as the Institute of
CharteredAccountantsof India,CIIandFICCIearlierthisweek.
Chowdhury says the views and suggestions that have been
submitted to the committee by industry bodies and tax ex-
pertswillbegivendueimportancewhiledraftingthereport.

SPECIAL PASSENGER
AS THE “world's loneliest elephant”, Kaavan,made its jour-
neyfromPakistantoCambodiaafterwildlifeactivists, includ-
ingAmericansingerandactresssingerCher,tookupthecause,
theRussian embassy inNewDelhi alsoplayedabit of a role.
Theoverflight from Islamabad toCambodiawashandledby
aRussiancompanywhichspecialisesintransportinganimals.
Since theywere apprehensive about the elephant's state of
mind–mid-flight–theyarrangedforaquickstopoverinIndia,
and asked for permission for landing and overflight. The
Russiandiplomatsworkedwiththecivil aviationauthorities
andtheMinistryofExternalAffairs toensureasmoothflight
for theelephant.

Plea in SC seeks
removal of
gathering from
borders, cites
commuter issues

Kejriwal likes lying,
Khattar beating
people up: Capt

Farmer protests
only in Punjab...
most are Cong
workers: MoS
Agriculture

Kailash
Choudhary

Lakshadweep
Administrator
Dineshwar
Sharma

Dineshwar Sharma, former
interlocutor for J&K, dies at 66

Bhupinder
Singh
Hooda

Will bring no-confidence motion
against BJP-JJP govt, says Hooda

Canada
Prime
Minister
Justin
Trudeau

RJDleader
Tejashwi
Yadav

India summons
envoy, Trudeau
reiterates stand on
peaceful protests

BASHAARATMASOOD,
NAVEEDIQBAL
&ARUNSHARMA
SANGRAMA,SHOPIAN, JAMMU,
DECEMBER4

A TURNOUTOF 50.53 per cent
wasrecordedinthethirdphaseof
theDistrictDevelopmentCouncil
(DDC)polls in JammuandKash-
mir as the Jammudivision and
southKashmirdistricts recorded
higher turnouts than the second
phaseonFriday.
Inthefirstincidentofviolence

duringthepolls,aJammuandKa-
shmirApni Party candidatewas
injuredwhenmilitantsshotathim
whilehewascanvassinginSagam
constituencyinAnantnagdistrict.
Election Commissioner K K

Sharmatoldthemediathat31.61
per centof voters exercised their
right in Kashmir and the figure
stood at 68.88 in the Jammu re-
gion.InKashmir,Kulgamsawthe
highestturnoutat64.45percent,
followed by Bandipora (56.73),
Budgam(50.18),Kupwara(46.25)
andBaramulla (30.9). Pulwama,
which sawabout 8per cent pol-
linginthesecondphase,recorded
10.87 per cent polling. Shopian
recorded22.68percent turnout,
upfrom17.28inthesecondphase.

Anantnagalsosawanincreasein
turnoutfrom16.09percentinthe
secondphaseto21.64percent.
Reasi recorded the highest

turnout of 75.20 per cent in the
Jammuregion.
AtDevpora, on the fringes of

Shopian district, Mohammad
Sharief,40,votedforthefirsttime.
“Thebiggestproblemhereiscon-
nectivity. Thenearest hospital is
about10kmawayandwehaveto
carryeldersorthewomenonour
shoulderswhentheyareunwell.”
“IwasinadilemmawhetherI

should vote or not. But finally I
voted, for the first time,” said
Mushtaq Ahmad, a resident of
SeerJagirvillageinSangramacon-
stituencyof Baramulla. “It is like

walkingonthesword’sedge,ifwe
vote,wearegoingagainstwhatwe
stoodforalltheseyears.Ifwedon’t,
wewouldbefacilitatingilliterates
andruffianscomingtopower.”
Nearbytoodagroupofyoung-

sters. “Itdoesn’tmakeanysense.
WhetherBJP comes topower or
anyotherparty,itwouldmakeno
differencetous,”saidoneofthem.
AtAnantnag,militantsshotat

andinjuredApniPartycandidate
Anees-ul-IslamGanaiewhile he
wascampaigning.
Police said he has been hos-

pitalisedwith injuries in his left
handandthighandhiscondition
isstable.Policeclaimedhewent
for canvassingwithout inform-
ingthem.

Securitypersonnelkeepvigil asvotersqueueupatapolling
station inShopiandistrictonFriday. ShuaibMasoodi

J&K DDC polls: 50% turnout in
third phase; candidate shot at

FARMERPROTESTS

Tejashwi backs farmer
protests, to lead
dharna in Patna today

MVAwins4 of 6 seats,
BJP gets jolt in Nagpur

THE COUNCIL POLLS,
IN PERSPECTIVE
PAGE 12

MAHARASHTRACOUNCILPOLLS

SupportersofMahaVikasAghadicelebrateoutsidethe
CongressBhavaninPuneonFriday. AshishKale

ESHAROY
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER4

UNIONMINISTER forMinority
Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
Friday announced that the gov-
ernment will set up twoWaqf
Boards in Kashmir and one in
Ladakh.Naqvisaidthisisthefirst
time that J&K and Ladakhwill
haveWaqf Boards, which will
mappropertiesinthetwoUnion
Territoriesanddigitise records.
Naqvi made the announce-

mentatameetingof theCentral
WaqfCouncil inNewDelhi.
Naqvi told The Indian

Express,: “There are 40,000
prime properties in Kashmir
which include Dargahs and
shrines,communitycentresetc.
These properties are not being
utilised to their full potential
rightnow.BecauseofArticle370,
Kashmir has never had aWaqf
board and this is the first time
since Independence that it will
have not just one but two. One
Waqf Board will be for Shia
Muslims and the other for
Sunnis. In Kargil, since most
Muslims are Shia, Ladakhwill
have justoneWaqf board.
WhileKashmirhassofarnot

had Waqf boards, an Auqaf
boardwasestablishedbySheikh
Abdullah in 1932. He himself
was its first chairperson. The
Auqaf board functionedmuch
like a Waqf board and was in
chargeof lookingafterDargahs,
shrines and Muslim commu-
nity-heldpropertiesinKashmir.
“ThisAuqafboardwasrunby

privateplayersandthechairper-
sonandvicechairpersonwould
usually be an academic...When
MuftiMohammadSayeedcame
topower,hechangedthenature
of theAuqaf and restructured it
so that it came directly under
and was run by the govern-

ment,”saidNationalConference
general secretary Ali
MohammadSagar,whohasalso
beenatrusteeoftheAuqaffor22
years.
Sagar said the Auqaf held

thousands of properties across
the statewhich, apart from the
dargahs and shrines, also in-
cluded hotels, shops andmalls.
TheAuqafwouldalsoprovidein-
terest-free loans towidowsand
topoor students.
Naqvi,however,saidthatthe

Auqaf properties were not or-
ganisedproperlyorutilisedwell
in Kashmir. “We have decided
that if they nowwant to build
schools, hospitals or infrastruc-
ture that will benefit the com-
munityon theseproperties, not
onlywillthisbeallowedbutthat
itwillreceive100percentfund-
ing fromtheCentre,”hesaid.
Naqvi announced that his

ministryhadbegun theprocess
of digitisation, geo-tagging and
GPSmappingofWaqfproperties
across thecountry.

Govt to set up two
Waqf boards in
J&K, one in Ladakh

Thereare6,64,000regis-
teredWaqfproperties
across thecountry.
AccordingtoUnionminis-
terMukhtarAbbasNaqvi,
Waqfboardsholdthe
largestnumberofproper-
ties inthecountry, second
onlytotheDefencesector,
andmanyhavebeen“mis-
handled”—theyareeither
encroachedupon,aredis-
putedorarebeingmisused.

Whygovtwantsto
mapWaqfproperties

New Delhi



SOIL is a living resource,home to
more than 25% of our planet's
biodiversity and the key to our

food security. By the year 2050 the
global population is projected to be 9
billion and the world will need to pro-
duce an estimated 60% more food,
while 1.8 billion people will be living in
water scarce areas. While food pro-
duction is increasing globally, the land
on which agriculture depends is de-
grading at an alarming rate, jeopardiz-
ing future progress. Soil biodiversity
and soil organic carbon are vital to the
way ecosystems function and they
largely determine the role of land in
producing food, storing water, and
mitigating climate change. They are
the key to unlocking the multiple eco-
nomic and environmental benefits—
the multi-functionality—of land.
Globally, soil biodiversity has been es-
timated to contribute between US$
1.5 and 13 trillion annually to the
value of ecosystems services. Yet de-
spite its global importance, soil biodi-
versity focus is missing in public pol-
icy perspective and is being lost at a
considerable rate through unsustain-
able land management practices, soil
erosion and other land degradation
processes. Global estimates of de-
graded land range between 25-33%.
The main underlying causes are ero-

sion, salinization, compaction,acidifi-
cation,and chemical and other conta-
minants of soils, resulting in lower

agricultural production and productiv-
ity,disrupted water cycles,and release
of sequestered greenhouse gases.

Agricultural lands are modified
ecosystems that depend on nature in
many ways, for nutrient supply, water
supply, pest control, pollination and
other services. Soil biodiversity con-
servation is at the heart of sustainable
farming practices, but scientific
knowledge needs to be strengthened
and to be incorporated as sustainable
practice at farm level. 90-95% of soil
biota remains unidentified and less
than 1% of some groups have been
described. A close correlation is ob-
served between the diversity and
abundance of soil species and soil
ecosystem function. Management of
this biota by farmers should be better
informed by science as to how species
interact in the soil and how positive
interactions can be enhanced or re-
stored by farming practices.

Reports from International Union
of Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and
United Nations say that the present
practices on natural resources are
producing alarming impact on food
production systems. These changes
affect the land, soil, and biodiversity
of the regions.The pandemic is a live
illustration of the need for more sus-
tained food systems that work with
nature, ensuring food security and
decent livelihoods for a rapidly grow-
ing population.

ON UN World Desertifica-
tion and Drought Day,
17th June 2020, with the

theme“Food.Feed.Fiber.: Sustain-
able Consumption and Produc-
tion”, United Nations Convention
to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD) stressed the need for
preserving soil fertility for prevent-
ing climate impacts, increase for-
est cover,biodiversity and conserv-
ing agricultural lands.

Soil being one of the elixirs of
life, IUCN India in collaboration
with ITC Limited are working on a
project “Sustainable Agriscapes
for the Future” to address the is-
sues of soil fertility in a landscape
perspective. It works on balancing

soil nutrient cycle through organic
and natural sources. It allows iden-
tification of existing and revival of
ecosystem services around the
agricultural lands, to improve its
soil quality and health. Piloted in
Munger district, Bihar, ITC is en-
couraging the upscaling of the
Agriscapes concept across its
other production landscapes
across India, benefitting nature
and people.

The health of soil is finally gain-
ing the much needed attention in
global and national discussions,
most notably in its inclusion in the
Sustainable Development Goals
under target 15.3 (Land Degrada-
tion Neutrality) and other global

targets set under the United Na-
tions Convention to Combat De-
sertification. Government of India
has also pledged under Bonn
Challenge to restore 26 million
hectares of forest landscape and
degraded lands by 2030.

On World Soil Day, Mr. Rickej
Kej, Music composer & Producer,
UNCCD Land Ambassador, UN-
ESCO- MGIEP Ambassador,
UNICEF Celebrity Supporter,
rightly says that “Degraded land-
scape has dire consequences for
the well-being of people and
wildlife, soil nutrient restoration is
needed for the environment to be-
come healthier, since soil holds
everything together”.

ADVERTORIAL

World Soil Day (WSD) is held annually on 5th December as a means to focus on
the importance of healthy soil and to advocate for the sustainable management of soil resources.

The theme for 2020 is "Keep Soil Alive, Protect Soil Biodiversity"

WORLD SOIL DAY
Securing land health for a better future

Dr. Vivek Saxena, Country
Representative, IUCN India

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR
CONSERVATION OF NATURE
International Union for Conservation of Na-
ture (IUCN) is a membership Union, estab-
lished in 1948,having observer status at UN
GeneralAssembly, is a world’s largest envi-
ronmental network of membership Union
uniquely composed of both Government
and Civil Society Organizations, of about
1500 Member organizations and more than
15,000 IUCN Commission members. IUCN
India network comprises of about 40 mem-
bers, including Ministry of Environment,

Forests & Climate Change (MoEFCC) as
State Member and more than 1100 commis-
sion members, represented through 6 IUCN
Commissions of Ecosystem Management
(CEM), Education and Communication
(CEC), Environmental, Economic and Social
policy (CEESP),Species Survival Commission
(SSC),World Commission on Environmental
Law (WCEL), World Commission on Pro-
tectedAreas (WCPA). IUCN India works with
numerous stakeholders including govern-
ments,academia and private sector on biodi-
versity conservation and wise use of natural

resources, including, in the transboundary
context. In addition, IUCN also works on
cross cutting areas viz. nature-based solu-
tions and engaging businesses for harmo-
nizing conservation and economic develop-
ment and address challenges related to
poverty alleviation, food security and cli-
mate change. India became a State Mem-
ber of IUCN in 1969, through the Ministry
of Environment,Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC).

IUCN in 2020 has published the reports,
“Common Lands” and “IUCN Global Stan-

dards for Nature-based solutions”, focus-
ing on natural resource conservation for a
secure planet.

ITC LIMITED
ITC is a global exemplar in sustainability
which is manifest in its status as the only
company in the world,of its size and diversity,
to be carbon,water and solid waste recycling
positive. ITC pursues innovation in its busi-
ness models to synergize the creation of
wealth for nation with the formation of eco-
logical and social capital as a unified strat-

egy. In its programme catchments, ITC fo-
cuses on replenishing and conserving soil &
soil health, water and biodiversity. These
three natural resources are crucial for agri-
culture and for rural livelihoods. ITC has set an
objective of restoring Soil Organic Carbon in
the farm fields at 0.75 to 1% level. ITC has
reached out to 11.33 lakh acres through wa-
tershed development,promoted zero tillage
in above 1 lakh acres in a year and promoted
biodiversity conservation in 31,000 acres,all
of which lead to arresting top soli runoff and
improving soil health.

Connect with us: Website: www.iucn.org, Twitter: https://twitter.com/IndiaIucn, Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/IUCN-India-103145781445476

Land health as a common ground

Soil biodiversity and ecosystem functions that determine
agricultural performance

Overview of ecosystem processes provided by the soil biota,
classified according to their body size

The entire process has been made online.
Government of India “ADVISORYFOR DEALINGWITH IMPORT OF EXOTIC LIVE SPECIES IN INDIAAND DECLARATION OF STOCK”, Forms for Disclosure

and User Friendly Manual can be accessed at <https://parivesh.nic.in>

A scheme for Voluntary Disclosure and Registration of Stock, Import of Exotic Live Species in India, and related matters
[for Exotic Live Animals listed in CITES, excluding wild animals listed in the schedules of Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972]

“DEALINGWITH IMPORT OF EXOTIC LIVE SPECIES IN INDIAAND DECLARATION OF STOCK”

Benefits
• Immunity as per the directions of Hon'ble High
Court of Allahabad in PIL civil no. 12032/2020
dated 30/07/2020 and corroborated by Hon'ble
Supreme Court of India.

• Enhanced veterinary care and well-being of
animals.

• Control of zoonotic diseases.
• Simple online procedures of application and

approvals.

Register/Apply for:
• Voluntary Disclosure of possession of Exotic
Live Animals by 15 December 2020.

• Registration of change in stock of Exotic Live Animals
(Transfer/Death/Acquisition).

• NOC for Import of Exotic Live Animals.
• Birth of progenies.

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Last date for voluntary disclosure
15 December 2020

FASTAPPROACHING
PLEASEAVAIL!

VOLUNTARY DISCLOSURE SCHEME
FOR EXOTIC LIVEANIMALS

davp 13101/11/0024/2021
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NIA to probe Nagrota encounter case
DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER4

THECENTREhashandedovertotheNIA
investigationintotheNovember19en-
counter atNagrota in Jammu.Theage-
ncyhasregisteredanFIRaftertakingcase
papersfromJammuandKashmirpolice
whichwasprobingthecaseuntilnow.
Sources said the casewas handed

overtoNIAasithascross-borderimpli-
cations anda federal agencywouldbe
bettersuitedforacasewherethehand
ofPakistanisprimafacieevident.
Thecaseconcernsanencounterbe-

tweensecurity forcesand four Jaish-e-
MohammedterroristsatBanTollNaka

inNagrota. The terrorists allegedly en-
teredIndiafromPakistanusingatunnel
ontheJammuborderandwereontheir
way to Kashmir in a truckwhen they
were interceptedby security forces.As
the truckwas being searched, the ter-
roristsopenedfireandinthefollowing
encounter,allterroristswerekilledand
twosecuritypersonnelinjured.
Fromthetruck,thepolicerecovered

11AKrifles,24magazines,7.5kgofRDX,
20mof IEDwire, six detonators, one
Under Barrel Grenade Launcher, 29
grenades,fiveRifleGrenades,threepis-
tolswith sixmagazines, awireless set
andaGPS.Thepolicehadthenindicated
that the terroristswereplanning abig
attackintheValleyaheadoftheDistrict

DevelopmentCouncilPolls.
Thedayaftertheattack,PrimeMin-

isterNarendraModiheldameetingwith
HomeMinister Amit Shah, NSA Ajit
Doval,ForeignSecretaryHarshVardhan
Shringla and top intelligence officials.
Sources said themeeting discussed
ways to ensure international pressure
onPakistanbypresenting appropriate
evidenceatforumssuchastheFinancial
ActionTaskForce(FATF). Thenextmeet-
ing of FATF is slated to take place in
February.“NIAwillbeabletogatherthe
kindof evidence thatwill be useful to
corner Pakistan in FATF. NIA is also a
member of the delegation that repre-
sents India at FATFmeetings,” aHome
Ministryofficialsaid.

Dehradun:BJPnationalpresident
J PNadda started a 120-day na-
tionwidepolitical tour onFriday
with a four-day visit to Uttara-
khandwhere hemet spiritual
leaders andprominent political
leadersinHaridwarandattended
theGangapujan’atHarKiPauri.
According to functionaries,

Naddawill hold ameetingwith
partyMPs,MLAsandotherparty
organisationleadersinDehradun
onSaturday.Later,heisscheduled
toaddressameetinginAmbedkar

Nagar Mandal in Rajpur Road
Assemblyconstituency.
OnMonday, the BJP chief is

scheduledtomeetChiefMinister
Trivendra Singh Rawat and the
council ofministers fordelibera-
tionson thegovernment’swork,
itsimageamongthepeopleanda
reviewofwork for various elec-
tions and policies being imple-
mentedinthestate.
Nadda’s visit holds signifi-

cance for the state BJP state unit
thatisfacingfactionalism. ENS

Nadda kicks off 120-day national
political tour from Uttarakhand

New Delhi
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ER. Sanjeev Maria
Chief Engineer (OP) South
HPSEB Ltd, Shimla -4

Save Energy for the
Benefit of Self and Nation

The detailed tender notification can be viewed/downloaded free of cost from
the website http://www.tenderwizard.com/HPSEB and tender documents
can be had after making prescribed payment. Any clarification/amendment
shall be uploaded on the above website . For further details on e-tendering,
please contact Phone no. 0177-2801745

Online Tenders are hereby invited on turnkey basis (two part bid) by the
undersigned for & on behalf of Managing Director, HPSEB Ltd., Shimla -4 ,
from the Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM)/ Authorized dealer of
OEM for the following work:-

HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED
(“A State Govt. Undertaking”) Press Tender Notice

(E-Tendering Mode Only)
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GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH,
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF
THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

E & M CIRCLE, RAIPUR (C.G.)
NATIONAL OPEN COMPETITIVE PROCUREMENT

(Two-Envelope Bidding Process with e-Procurement)
e-PROCUREMENT REQUEST FOR BIDS

eProcurement Portal: https://eprocure.gov.in
"TENDER CANCELLATION NOTICE"

1. In Tender ID No. 2020_WRCWB_579895_1/RFB
No. 08/SAC/2020-21/Rudri/Drip-II Dated 31.08.2020
Advertisement No. 83426 is hereby cancelled due to
Unavoidable reasons.

2. In Tender ID No. 2020_WRCWB_580583_1/RFB
No. 09/SAC/2020-21/Rudri/Drip-II Dated 31.08.2020
Advertisement No. 83427 is hereby cancelled due to
Unavoidable reasons. sd/-

Executive Engineer,
E&M H.E.M.M. Division Rudri

for Superintending Engineer
85364 E&,M Circle Water Resources Department Raipur

GOVERNM ENT OF CH HATTISGARH, WATER RESOURES DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
E/M Circle Water Resources Department Raipur

NATIONAL OPEN COMPETITIVE PROCUREMENT
(Two-Envelope Bidding Process with e-Procurement)

e-PROCUREM ENT REQUEST FOR BIDS
e-Procu rement Portal: https://eprocu re.gov.in

(Second Call)
Tender ID No. 2020_WRCWB_ 600247 / RFB No.: 12 /SAC/EM/20-21/RUDRl/Dri p-ll Dated-01.12.2020

Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to
07.01.2021 at 15:00 Hrs. (IST)
Name of work : Supply erection testing & commissioning of new

30mtr Hot dipped galvanized high mast pole with 350watt
LED flood light and repair with replacement and fixing of
350watt LED fixture power cable and panel at 30mtr of 9nos
existing high mast of RSP Gangrel Dam.

Probable Amount of Contract: - Rs. 110.59 Lakhs
The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the
Government of India Integrated e-Procurement Portal (https://epro-
cure.gov.in) from Date 07.12.2020 , at 15:00 Hou rs. (IST)
onwards.
NOTE :- All eligible/interested bidders are mandated to get enrol led
on the Integrated e-procurement portal (https://eprocure.gov.in) in
order to download the tender document and participate in the subse-
quent bidding process. Bidders from India should however be regis-
tered with the Government of Chhattisgarh or other State
Government/Government of India or State/Central Government
Undertaking. Bidders from India Who are not registered as above on
the date of bidding can also participate provide they get themselves
Registration in appropriate class by the time of contract singing. If
they become successful bidders.

sd/-
Executive Engineer

E&M H.E.M.M. Division Rudri
For Suuperintending Engineer
E/M Circle Water Resources

85376 Department Raipur
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AGROUPofwomenhasmoved
the SupremeCourt challenging
theprovisions in the Shariat Act
and IndianPenal Codewhichal-
lowthepracticeof bigamyinthe
Muslimcommunity.
Theplea filed throughAdvo-

cateVishnuShankarJain,saidthat
thoughthereareUNconventions
againstbigamy,“inIndiatheirony
is that bigamy has beenmade
punishableunder Section494of

IPCsubjecttoapplicabilityofper-
sonal law”. Thepractice is disal-
lowed byHindu, Christian and
Parsi laws but permitted under
Section2of theMuslimPersonal
Law (Shariat) Application Act,
1937,thepleasaid,addingthis“is
opposedtopublicpolicy,decency
andmorality and is discrimina-
torywithinthemeaningofArticle
14of theConstitutionof India”.
“Therefore, the provision of

Section2ofShariatAct insofar it
protectsthebigamousmarriages
byMuslims is liable to be struck
downbeingunconstitutionaland
void,”thepetitionprayed.
The plea said Section 494 of

IPCprovides that “whoever,hav-
ingahusbandorwifeliving,mar-
ries in any case in which such
marriage is void by reason of its

takingplaceduringthelifeofsuch
husband orwife, shall be pun-
ishedwith imprisonment of ei-
therdescriptionforatermwhich
may extend to seven years, and
shallalsobeliabletofine”.
Thus“itisclearthattheoffence

ofbigamyispunishableonlywhen
thesecondmarriageisvoid.Itme-
ansthatthevalidityofsecondma-
rriagedependsontherecognition
of suchmarriageunderpersonal
law”. Thepetitionersquestioned
how the state canmake apenal
law“insuchamannerwhichmay
create discrimination and same
act may be punishable for so-
meonebutforothersenjoyable”.
The plea has been filed by

Kashika Sharma fromHimachal
Pradesh, Usha Sinha fromBihar,
Kiran Singh, Suvid Praveen
Kanchan and Parul Khera from
Uttar Pradeshand the Lucknow-
basedJanUdghoshSansthan.

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Friday dismissed a plea, urg-
ing it to direct the Centre to cre-
ate a trust comprising govern-

mentnomineesfromSunnicom-
munityforproperadministration
of the landandconstructionof a
mosque at the 5-acre plot allot-

tedtotheUPSunniCentralWakf
Board inAyodhya. Thepetition-
erssaidthepleaisinpublicinter-
estas“the Trustwillhavecontri-

butions from foreign countries
also andAyodhyabeing a sensi-
tiveplacewill requireastrictvig-
ilanceandsupervision...” ENS

SC scraps plea for inclusion of govt nominees in Ayodhya mosque trust Despite BSY plea,
pro-Kannada
groups stick to
bandh plan

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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AKARNATAKAbandh called by
pro-Kannada organisations to
protest thecreationof aMaratha
Development Authority is ex-
pectedtoaffectnormallifeinparts
of thestate,especially inthecap-
italBengaluru,onSaturday.
The leader of a collective of

pro-Kannadaorganisations,Vatal
Nagaraj, 71, Friday turneddown
an appeal by Chief Minister B S
Yediyurappatocalloffthebandh.
“I appeal to everyone including
VatalNagarajnot to troublepeo-
ple with the bandh,” the Chief
Ministersaid.NagarajsaidYediy-
urappa must withdraw last
month’sorder forsettingupthe
Authority. “I want to tell
Yediyurappa, please withdraw
the‘Authority’andIwillgarland
you. Don’t threaten us.Wewill
notget scared,”hesaid.
Accordingtothestategovern-

ment, theAuthority, set upwith
anoutlayofRs50crore,willpro-
vide scholarships and loans to
people from theMaratha com-
munitylivinginKarnataka.
Thecreationof theAuthority

is being seen as an effort by the
rulingBJPtoappeasetheMarathi
population in border regions
ahead of bypolls to the Belagavi
Lok Sabha seat and the
BasavakalyanAssemblyseat.

Plea in SC against bigamy among Muslims:
Opposed to public policy, decency, morality

MANISHSAHU
LUCKNOW,DECEMBER4

POLICEINSitapurdistrictofUttar
Pradeshhaveaddedprovisionsof
thenewanti-conversionlawtoan
FIR alleging kidnapping of a 19-
year-oldwoman.Thisisthefourth
caseinwhichProhibitionofUnla-
wfulConversionofReligionOrdi-
nance, 2020, has been invoked.
Earlier,policeinBareilly,Muzaffa-
rnagarandMaudistrictshavefiled
onecaseeachunder the lawthat
cameintoeffectonNovember28.
OnNovember 26, thewom-

an’sfatherlodgedacomplaintag-
ainst sevenpeople, includinghis
neighbour Jibrail, accusing them

ofkidnappingher.Citinglocalres-
idents, the father Thursday told
policethathisdaughterhas been
converted.“Afterthewoman’sfa-
ther submitted a complaint,we
addedtheProhibitionofUnlawful
ConversionofReligionOrdinance,
2020tothecase.Weincludedtwo
moreIPCsections—120-B(crim-
inalconspiracy)and368(wrong-
fullyconcealingorkeepingincon-
finementkidnappedperson)—in
theFIR,”saidSHO,Tamborpolice
station,AmitSinghBhadouriya.
Police said thewomanwent

missingonNovember24.
BesidesJibail,ataxidriver, the

other accusedarehis familyme-
mbers, includinghismotherand
sister-in-law,andfriends,saidpo-

lice. Bhadouriya saidpolicehave
arrested two of the accused —
Jibrail’selderbrotherIsrail(26)and
brother-in-lawUsman.Theroleof
theothersisbeingprobed,hesaid.
The first case under thenew

lawwaslodgedatDeoraniapolice
station in Bareilly against one
Owais Ahmed. Three days later,
police arrestedAhmed. The sec-
ondcasewasregisteredinMuza-
ffarnagar’sMansoorpurpolicesta-
tion against two persons, and
policeareyettomakearrests.Mau
police lodged the third case at
Chiraiyakotpolice stationagainst
14personsafteracomplainantal-
legedthattheaccusedkidnapped
his25-year-olddaughter.Noone
hasbeenarrestedsofar.

Provisions of UP anti-conversion law
added to kidnapping case in Sitapur

New Delhi



You have the skills to usher
in change: PM to IIT alumni

BEANTSINGHKILLING Stan Swamy moves plea
for hearing if he is to be
transferred to another jail

No move to offer
courses in mother
tongue: IIT director

9
THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY,DECEMBER5,2020

EXPRESSNETWORK

277
DAYSSINCE
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BEGAN

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

CASES:
95,71,559
TESTS: 14,47,27,749 | RECOVERIES: 90,16,289

ACTIVE CASES:4,16,082
DEATHS: 1,39,188

DEC2
CASES DEATHS RECOVERIES TESTS
35,551 526 40,726 11,11,698

STATESWITHRISINGACTIVECASES
ACTIVECASES RISEINLASTWEEK

Uttarakhand 5,741 404
Gujarat 14,823 294
Punjab 7,724 245

STATESWHEREACTIVECASESAREDECLINING
ACTIVECASES DECLINEINLASTWEEK

Delhi 29,120 9614
AndhraPradesh 6,742 5873
Haryana 15,516 5262

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMCASES
ONDEC3 TOTAL

Kerala 5,377 6,20,050
Maharashtra 5,182 1,837,358
Delhi 3,734 5,82,058

STATESREPORTINGMAXIMUMDEATHS
ONDEC3 TOTAL

Maharashtra 118 48,549
Delhi 82 9,424
WestBengal 49 8,576
DataasonDecember3,releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealthandFamilyWelfare,IndianCouncilofMedical
Researchandstategovernments.Often,thenumbersreleasedeverydaycontaindatafrompreviousdays

aswell.Assuch,trendsbasedondailynumbersareonlyindicativeandnotdefinitive

NewDelhi: IIT-Delhi Director V
Ramgopal Rao has said offering
“entire B Tech programmes” in
Indian languages wouldmean
“the beginning of the end” for
the IITs, but added that
Education Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal has clarified that no
suchplanwasafoot.
This came after reports that

theCentrehassetupataskforceto
preparearoadmaponimparting
technicaleducationinIndianlan-
guages and the Education
Ministertweetedonthesame.
Rao,inaFacebookpostonthe

sameday, issued a clarification.
Pokhriyal“...Thereisgoingtobea
task force involving IITs and the
task forcewill look into theNEP
implementation aspects related
toIITs”,hewrote.“Offeringentire
B.Techprogrammes in local lan-
guageswouldmean, language
willbecomeacriterioninourfac-
ultyselections.Thiswillbethebe-
ginningofendforIITs.Ourfaculty
selectionsneed tobeonaglobal
scale,”headded. ENS

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER4

THESUPREMECourtFridayques-
tioned theCentre over thedelay
in sending a proposal to the
President for commuting the
deathsentenceofBalwantSingh
Rajoana,convictedinthe1995as-
sassinationofformerPunjabchief
ministerBeantSingh.
A bench headed by Chief

Justice of India SABobde asked
theCentretoappriseitastowhen
the authorities concernedwill
sendtheproposaltothePresident
under Article 72 of the
Constitution.
The apex court noted that a

letterwas sent fromtheMHAto
the Punjab chief secretary on
September 27, 2019, intimating
that aproposalwouldbe sent to
thePresident.
The bench askedAdditional

SolicitorGeneralKMNataraj,ap-
pearing for theCentre, as towhy
theproposalhasnotbeensenttill
now.Nataraj sought twoweeks’
timetotakeinstructionontheis-
sue of sending a proposal to the
President.
The bench has posted the

matterforhearingonJanuary8.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,DECEMBER4

ARRESTEDINtheElgaarParishad
case, Father StanSwamy, the83-
year old Jesuit priest and tribal
rightsactivistfromJharkhand,on
Fridaymovedapleabeforeaspe-
cialcourtseekinganopportunity
tobeheardifadecisionistakento
transfer him toanyotherprison.
SwamyhasbeenlodgedinTaloja
Central Jail inNaviMumbaisince
hisarrestinOctober.
Hislawyer,SharifShaikh,told

the court that the defence team
has learnt that Swamymay be
shifted to another jail in the city.
Followingthis, thecourtdirected
theTaloja jail SP to file a replyon
the plea. Besides Swamy,while
nineotheraccusedarrestedinthe
casearelodgedinTalojajail,three
women accused are lodged in
Bycullawomen’sjail.
Shaikhalsotoldthecourtthat

hehad learnt fromnews reports
that a straw sipper andwinter
clothes have been provided to
Swamyat the jail. He added that
the informationhasnotbeenre-
ceived from theprisonofficially,
asjailauthoritiesareyettosubmit
a report onSwamy’s application
seekingastrawsipperandwinter
clothes.

The court had lastweek di-
rected the jail authorities to sub-
mitareportinthisregard.
TheTaloja jailauthoritieshad

informedtheStateHumanRights
Commission that Swamy has
beenprovidedarticles, including
asippermug,straws,wheelchair,
walker andwalking stick. Also,
two co-accused in the casehave
been assisting himas he suffers
fromParkinson’sdisease.
Swamyhasalsomovedother

applications,includingseekinghis
bag thatwas allegedly seizedby
theNIA at the timeof his arrest.
Thecourthasaskedtheprosecu-
tiontofileareplyonthis.
Meanwhile, a letter purport-

edlywritten by Swamy, sent to
The IndianExpress byoneof his
colleagues,statedthatjailauthor-
itieshadbeen“veryconsiderate”
andgivenhimasipper,whichhe
isusingtodrinkteaandwater.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER4

URGING THEM to “set a higher
benchmark” for giving back to
India, PrimeMinister Narendra
ModionFridaysaidthatthepan-
IIT community could help build
Indiaintoaself-reliantcountry.
SpeakingattheIIT2020Global

Summit,hesaidIndiaiswitness-
ing a sea-change in theway the
countryworks andnew job op-
portunities are opening up.
“Earlierwhen the IITs produced
aerospaceengineers,thedomes-
tic employmentmarketwasnot
strong for them.Nownewspace
technology startups are coming
upeveryother day in India, pro-
viding newopportunities. I am
sure that someof youwillboldly
gowherenonehavegonebefore.
Wearecommittedtoreform,per-
form,andtransform,”hesaid.
Highlighting areasof innova-

tionwhere IITalumnicouldcon-
tribute,thePrimeMinistersaidhis

governmenthasbroughtreforms
in labourcodesandensuredthat
corporatetaxratesremainlow.
Adding that the post-Covid

orderwouldbeabout“re-learn-
ing, re-thinking, re-innovating,
andre-inventing”,Modisaidthat
the IIT alumni have the skills to
usher in the change. “India and
theworldneedsviablesolutions
to adjust to the 'new normal'.
Today a large number of IIT
alumni are in global leadership
positions and have the skills to
bringaboutchange.Therespon-
sibility isheavy,but I knowyour
shouldersarecapable,”hesaid.

ANVAYNAIKSUICIDECASE

MANESARLANDSCAMCASE

NarendraModi
MOHAMEDTHAVER
&SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI,DECEMBER4

THERAIGADpolice, in the1,914-
page chargesheet filed in the
AnvayNaiksuicidecaseonFriday,
havedroppedthechargethat in-
dicatedthatthethreeaccused,in-
cluding Republic TV Editor-in-
Chief ArnabGoswami, together
conspiredtodriveNaiktosuicide
inApril2018.
Naik,aninteriordecorator,had

namedGoswami,FerozShaikhof
IcastX/SkimediaandNiteishSarda
ofSmartworksasresponsible for
the suicide. He hadworked for
them andwrote in the suicide
notethattheyhadnotpaidhimRs
5.40croreforthework.

WhiletheFIRregisteredbythe
Raigadpolice soonafter the inci-
dent had added IPC Section 34
(commonintent)—whichmeant
thethreehadworkedtogetherto
driveNaiktocommitsuicide—the
chargesheethasdroppedthatsec-
tion.Thechargesheethasretained
Section306(abetmenttocommit
suicide) and added Section 109
(punishment of abetment).
DroppingSection34assumessig-
nificance since itwas oneof the
main factorsmentioned by the
earlier investigatingofficerwhile
closingthecasein2019.
Whilethecurrentchargesheet

drops references to the threebe-
ing linked, in order to establish
Naikwas leftwithnooptionbut
to commit suicide, it has state-
ments of over 50witnesses of

whichninestatementshavebeen
recordedbeforeamagistrate.
“Wehave statements of sev-

eral employees of Naik, bank
statements and emails to prove
that non payment ofmoney by
thethreeaccuseddrovehimtokill
himself,” said inspector Jamil
Shaikh,whoisprobingthecase.
An official said, “We have

foundstrongevidenceintheform
ofsomecommunicationwehave
establishedbetweenNaikandthe
accused,wherehetoldthemthat
if they did not pay him for the
workhehaddone, itwillbediffi-
cultforhimtocontinueliving.”
While in the closure report

filed in2019, theofficerhadcon-
cluded that Naik had not com-
pleted or not satisfactorily com-
pletedworkdonefortheaccused,

the current chargesheethas also
stated that theyhavestatements
of thoseworking for his clients
which establish that Naik had
completedtheworkhehadtaken
onfromthem.
EarlierthisweekMaharashtra

HomeMinister Anil Deshmukh
hadsaidthepolicewouldsoonbe
filinga“strongchargesheet”inthe
case. GoswamiThursdaymoved
anurgentinterimapplicationbe-
foretheBombayHCseekingastay
onfilingofachargesheetandfur-
therproceedings. It is likely tobe
heardnextweek.
The court on Saturday will

heartherevisionapplicationfiled
by theRaigadpolice against the
magistrate court's order last
monthdenyingpolicecustodyof
thethreeaccused.

Raigadpolicedropskeycharge
againstArnab, twoothers

StanSwamy

PALLAVISINGHAL
PANCHKULA,DECEMBER4

ONTHEordersof thespecialCBI
court in Panchkula, former
Haryana CM Bhupinder Singh
Hooda,his thenprincipal secre-
taryMLTayaland37othershave
been charged for corruption,
criminal conspiracy, cheating
and criminal misconduct by a
publicservantinthemulti-crore
Manesar landscamcase.
The CBI’s case before the

court is that Hooda, Tayal and
othersdeliberatelyallowedland
acquisition proceedings in
Gurgaon’sManesar,Naurangpur
andLaukhnoula—whichbegan
in2004—tolapsethusallegedly
benefittingprivateplayers.
AccordingtotheCBI,soonaf-

ter issuance of notification for
land acquisition, the land own-
erswere approachedbyprivate
entities and forced to sell their
land in panic as theywere told
that the governmentwas going
tobuytheirlandatcheaperrates.
The government authorities,
which abandoned the acquisi-
tion proceedings later in 2007,
alsoprocessed“inillegalandar-

bitrarymanner”theapplications
made by the same builders for
grantof licencesandCLUs.Asper
theCBI, this action causedhuge
loss to the state as well as the
land owners andwrongful gain
to theprivateentities.
Thecourt, inDecember1 or-

dermadepublicFriday,alsotook
cognizance of the involvement
of other officers, whowere not
namedasaccusedbytheCBIbut
were cited as witnesses in the
chargesheet.
It has summoned senior IAS

officer Rajeev Arora, currently
servingasACSHome,undersec-
tions120B(criminalconspiracy),
420(cheating)andorderedhim
to face trial in the case. Rajeev
wasManaging Director, HSIIDC
from2005-12.

BhupinderSinghHooda

Panchkula CBI court
frames charges against
Hooda, 38 others

SC asks govt why
file on commuting
Rajoana’s death
sentence not sent
to President yet

MADHYAPRADESH

HomeMinister
found‘unfit’ for
vaccinetrial
Bhopal:MadhyaPradesh
HomeMinisterNarottam
Mishrawasfoundunfit for
Bharat Biotech’s coron-
avirusvaccinetrialashisim-
mediate familymembers
hadtestedpositive for the
infection, adoctor saidon
Friday.DrAnilKumarDixit,
Dean of the city-based
People’sCollegeofMedical
Sciences and Research
Centre, said, “Mishrawas
foundunfit for thevaccine
trial as someof themem-
bersinhisfamilyhadtested
Covid-19positiveearlier.”
Talking to reportershere,
theministersaidhewished
tovolunteer for thetrialas
hewantedtodosomething
forsociety.“ButIwasfound
unfit for it asmywifeand
childrenhadtestedpositive
inthepast,”hesaid. PTI

NarottamMishra

BRIEFLY

MAHARASHTRA

EDfilesplea
againstIqbal
Mirchikin
Mumbai: The
EnforcementDirectorate
(ED) on Friday ap-
proached the special
court seeking to declare
threefamilymembersof
deceased gangster Iqbal
MemonaliasIqbalMirchi
as“fugitiveeconomicof-
fenders” in connection
withamoneylaundering
probe.Anapplicationwas
movedundertheFugitive
Economic Offenders
(FEO) Act, 2018, seeking
todeclareMemon's sons
JunaidandAsif aswell as
hiswife Hajra as fugitive
economic offenders. The
plea also sought that 15
of their properties in
India and six bank ac-
countswithabalanceof
Rs 1.9 crore be confis-
cated. ENS

CHHATTISGARH

Maoistkilledin
encounter in
Bijapurdistrict
Bijapur: A Maoist was
killed in an encounter
with security forces in
Chhattisgarh’s insur-
gency-hitBijapurdistrict
onFriday,policesaid.The
skirmish took place
around12.30pminafor-
est under Gangaloor po-
lice station area, where
joint teams of security
forces were on an anti-
Naxal operation, inspec-
tor general of police
(Bastar range) Sundarraj
PtoldPTI.Personnelfrom
the District Reserve
Guard (DRG), Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) and its elite unit
CoBRA were involved,
hesaid. PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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WHENPEOPLEcomeoutonthe
streets to protest against a law,
theyarenotmerelydisagreeing
but are questioning the legiti-
macy of the government, said
Pratap BhanuMehta, Professor
of Political Science at Ashoka
University and Contributing
Editor, The Indian Express, while
delivering the third Project 39A
Annual Lecture inCriminal Law
onFriday.
“Thisiswhythegovernment

seesdissentasafoundationalat-
tack on the very basis of the

state,” he said, explainingwhy
liberal democracies crush dis-
sent evenwhen the idea of dis-
sent is lauded and protected by
theConstitution.
“Dissent is the opposite of

consent. Themore government
claimsconsent is thebasis of its
legitimacy, themore it sees dis-
sentasa threat,”hesaid.
Project 39A is a criminal re-

forms initiative focusing on the
deathpenaltyandprisoner’srights
at theNational LawUniversity,
Delhi. The lecturewas titled“The
DissenterasCriminal:Reflections
onDissentandtheLaw.”
“Theonlyway for the state to

dealwiththemisbycriminalising
themanddenythemstandingas
citizens. Then the attention is
shiftedfromtheissuetothestand-
ingoftheprotesters,”Mehtasaid.
Questioningwhetherananti-

dissent logic is inherent inevery

liberal democracy, he said that
democracieshavenolanguageto
understand a dissenter in any
manner except as a criminal. As
an example, he cited how the
state is dealing with those ar-
restedfortheirroleintheBhima-
Koregoan protests in 2018 and
the2019protestsagainstthenew
citizenshiplawandtheNational
RegistryofCitizenship.
“In both the cases, they are

charged under the Unlawful
Activities(Prevention)Act.Alaw
expressly designed to deny
standingtoprotestersasrational
citizens,”hesaid.
“Government will always

want to show that there is a se-

cret conspiracy behind the
protests evenwhen the acts are
done inpublic,”headded.
Mehta also criticised the

SupremeCourt’sobservationsin
the case relating to anti-CAA
protestsinDelhi'sShaheenBagh
on the “right manner” of ex-
pressingdissent.
TheSChadsaid that the right

toprotestandexpressdissentun-
der theConstitutioncomeswith
an obligation to certain duties.
“Whatmustbekeptinmind,how-
ever, is that the erstwhilemode
andmanner of dissent against
colonial rule cannot be equated
withdissentinaself-ruleddemoc-
racy,”thecourthadsaid.

THIRDPROJECT39AANNUALLECTURE INCRIMINALLAW
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THEENFORCEMENTDirectorate
(ED) has attached a property in
France of fugitive businessman
VijayMallya worth Rs 14 crore
under the Prevention ofMoney
Laundering Act (PMLA), the
agencysaid.
The ED said Mallya's prop-

erty has been seized by French
authorities. “The value of the
seizedasset in France is 1.6mil-
lionEuros (approximatelyRs14
crores). Investigations con-
ducted under PMLA revealed
that a large amountwas remit-
ted abroad from the bank ac-
countofKingfisherAirlinesLtd.,”
theagencysaid inastatement.
So far, the ED has provision-

ally attached Mallya's assets
worth Rs 11,231.70 crore (mar-
ketvalueattimeofattachment)
in Indiaandabroad.
Mallya and Kingfisher

Airlinesareunderthescannerof
the ED, CBI, Serious Fraud
Investigation Office and the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India for loandefaults of over
Rs10,000crore toa consortium
of Indianbanks.
The ED has alleged that the

now-defunctKingfisherAirlines
“diverted”at leastRs3,547crore
oftheloangrantedtotheairlines.
InApril, aUKHighCourt dis-

missedMallya'sappealagainstex-
tradition to India. However, the
government had on October 5
told the Supreme Court that
Mallyacannotbeextraditeduntil
a separate secret legal process in
theUK,whichisjudicialandcon-
fidential innature, isresolved.

Vadodara BJP leader held
for breach of Covid norms
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
VADODARA,DECEMBER4

FORMERVADODARAmayorand
generalsecretaryoftheBJP’scity
unit, Sunil Solanki has been ar-
rested alongwith seven others
forcelebratinghisbirthdayinvi-
olationof the lockdown regula-
tions that demand social dis-
tancing and wearing masks,
police saidonFriday.
All eight have been released

onbail, theyadded.
The Sayajigunj police said

eight people, including Solanki,
were booked after videos
emergedofthebirthdaycelebra-
tions at the party’s office in
VadodaraonWednesday.
Police Inspector Smitesh

Solanki of Sayajigunj police sta-
tionsaid,“Wehadregisteredthe

offence on Thursday under IPC
Section188forviolationofnoti-
fication in place. Thereafter, we
had arrested six persons on
Thursdaynight. Solankiwas ar-
rested on Friday alongwith the
eighth person. They were ar-
restedandreleasedonbailasitis
abailableoffence.”
OnFriday,Solankisaidheap-

preciatedthepoliceactionaslaw
“isequal forall”.

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DECEMBER4

THE CBI has submitted an affi-
davit in the Kerala High Court
against the state government’s
decision to deny it sanction to
prosecuteseniorCongressleader
R Chandrasekharan and a bu-
reaucrat in connection with a
multi-crore corruption case at
the Kerala State Cashew
Development Corporation
(KSCDC).
Chandrasekharan is also the

statepresidentof theCongress’s
tradeunionarm, INTUC.
The case gainedattention as

theCPI(M)governmentisshield-
ing a Congress leader at a time
when the ruling party is scout-

ing for as many as cases to be
rakedupagainst theopposition
party’s leaders in thestate.
This case relates to corrup-

tion in the procurement of raw
cashew nuts from India and
abroad, and sale of cashewker-
nels by KSCDC between 2006
and 2014, when
Chandrasekharan had been its
chairman and K A Ratheesh its

managing director. Ratheesh is
now secretary of the Kerala
KhadiBoard.
The CBI took over the probe

in 2015 following a direction
fromadivisionbenchoftheHigh
Court, which acted upon a PIL
moved by Cashew Industries
Staff Association ex-secretary
KadakampallyManoj.
The petitioner had alleged

that from2006 to2014, corrup-
tion to the tune of Rs 500 crore
had taken place at KSCDC Ltd.
TheKSCDChadincurredalossof
Rs1,100croreduringthesaidpe-
riod despite the cashew sector
doingwell in thoseyears.
In April, the CBI had sought

sanction to prosecute
ChandrasekharanandRatheesh.
InOctober, the government de-
niedthesanction.Apartfromthe

two, the CBI had also arraigned
two others as accused, but the
state’sprosecutionsanctionwas
required only for
ChandrasekharanandRatheesh.
Subsequent to the govern-

ment denial of the prosecution
sanction, the petitioner ap-
proachedtheHighCourt.
OnThursday,theCBItoldthe

HighCourtthatthegovernment
orderdenyingprosecutionsanc-
tionshouldbesetasideastheor-
derwas issued to avoid filing of
the final report against the ac-
cusedpersons.CBI said thegov-
ernmentdidnotproperlyappre-
ciate the evidences against the
accused and misinterpreted
findings of the investigating
agency.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

CBI wants HC to set aside Kerala govt order
denying sanction to prosecute Cong leader

RChandrasekharan

PratapBhanuMehta

Ex-mayorSunilSolanki
celebratedhisbirthday
alongwithseven
othersatapartyoffice.
Allwerewithoutmasks
anddidnotobserve
socialdistancing

ED attaches
Mallya’s France
property worth
Rs 14 crore
under PMLA

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER4

CHANGES IN the Supreme
Court’srulesregardingpaperus-
age is likely to reduce its con-
sumption by about 2.4 crore
sheets every year, saving over
2,800 trees and conserving over
1 crore litres ofwater, according
toestimates.
The top court’s Registry uses

20,000reamsofpaper(aboutone
crore sheets) on average and the
savingsbecauseof thechangesis
likely to save at least 25per cent
of this,officialsourcessay.
Thewastage of paper due to

rules thatmandated only one-
sideprintingwasacauseofworry

forthecourt forsometime.
BeginningApril, theadminis-

trationunderChiefJusticeofIndia
SABobde, knowntobeanature
lover,revisedtheprovisionstoal-
lowprinting onboth sides. This
measure alone, officials pointed
out,isestimatedtosavearound1.5
croreA-4sheetsofpaperperyear.
Itwasalsodecidedtousethe

A-4paper,withoneandhalf line
spacingandreducedmarginsin-
steadof legal sizepaper for judi-
cialfilings,reducingthepaperus-
agebyaround45lakhannually.
Officialssaidwithjudgments

andordersavailableonthecourt’s
website,theRegistryhasdecided
todoawaywithprintinganddis-
tributionoftheirhardcopies,fur-
therreducingpaperusage.

SC bid to reduce paper use
may save 2.4 cr sheets a yr State has no language to understand dissent other

than branding it criminal: Pratap Bhanu Mehta

New Delhi
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GROWTH PANGS
With inflationcontinuingtobeaworry,RBI leavesrates

unchanged, signalspolicysupport toeconomywill continue

I
NITSDECEMBERmeeting, theMonetaryPolicyCommittee(MPC)of theReserve
BankofIndia(RBI)votedunanimouslytomaintainthestatusquooninterestrates.
Thedecision,inlinewithexpectations,wasdrivenbyretailinflationcontinuingto
remainwellabovetheMPC’suppertolerancelevel.Whilespaceforfurthereasing
inthenear-termis likelytoberestrictedgiventhelikelytrajectoryof inflation,an

extendedpauseimpliesthatinterestrateswillremainlowforalongperiodoftime.Further,
bycontinuingtomaintainitsaccommodativestanceandprovidingfirmforwardguidance
—theMPCexpects tomaintain itscurrentstanceat leastduringthecurrent financialyear
andintothenextfinancialyear—thecommitteehassentaclearsignalof its intenttocon-
tinuetoattachprimacytogrowthconsiderations,servingwell toboostsentiment.
The outlook on inflation continues to remain amatter of concern. The RBI now ex-

pectsretail inflationtoremainelevatedat6.8percentinthethirdquarter,trendingdown
to5.8percentinthefourthquarter,asagainstearlierpredictionsof inflationrangingbe-
tween4.5and5.4percent in thesecondhalf of theyear.While thisbuild-up in inflation
isduetosupplysidedisruptions,excessivemarginsandindirect taxes,core inflationhas
alsoedgedupwards,providingevidenceofspreadingpricepressures.TheRBInowexpects
inflation to range from4.6-5.2 per cent in the first half of next year. However, inflation
maywell firmupasdemandpicksup.Thiswouldloweranychangesof furthereasingof
policy rates. In the run-up to thismeeting, given the excess liquidity in the system, and
as a consequence the collapse in the short-term interest rates, therewere expectations
that the central bankwould announcemeasures or provide some guidance on how it
planstosuckouttheexcessliquidityfromthesystem.However,thegovernor’scommen-
taryseemstoindicatethattheexcessliquiditywillnotbewithdrawnhurriedly,asgrowth
concern remains. Thiswill haveacalmingeffectonbondyields. Further, thedecision to
expandtheon-taptargetedlong-termrepooperationstostressedsectors, inlinewiththe
government’sEmergencyCreditLineGuaranteeScheme,signals intenttocontinuepro-
viding liquidity support to theeconomy.
Onthegrowthfront,witheconomicactivitiesbouncingbackstrongerthanexpected,

theRBIhas revised its growth forecasts, pegging thecontraction inGDP for the full year
at7.5percent,upfromitsOctoberpolicyforecastof9.5percent.Growthisnowexpected
toturnmildlypositiveinthesecondhalfof theyear.However,asustainedpick-upineco-
nomicactivitieswilldependoncontinuedpolicysupport,especiallyhighergovernment
spending,whichuntilnow,despitetheannouncementofvariousreliefpackages,hasnot
metexpectations.

Canary in the coalmine

THE MASALA MAN
DharampalGulati’s spicemixeshavebeen integral toa
foodscapethathad itsorigin inapost-Partition India

I
NREBUILDINGLIVES inanunfamiliar, uncertainworld, thekitchen isoften the
sole solace for refugees. Newcomers add to the aromas, enrich palates, change
foodscapesof theiradoptedhomes.Thehurriedlycreatedcoloniesthathoused
Partition refugees in Delhi were sites of one such gastronomical churn— the
tomato-richgraviesandtandoorifarethathavebecomethesignatureofthecap-

ital’s culinary culture owemuch to the kitchens in these areas. It’s no accident perhaps
thatthedhania,methi, jeeraanddeggimirchthatlentthisfareitsflavourandheatfound
its greatest contemporarymerchandiser a stone’s throw away from one such resettle-
mentcolony. In1947,DharamPalGulatisetupashopinKarolBagh—alocalitythatonce
dissolvedintosophisticatedOldDelhibutwasnowdevelopingaffinitieswiththePunjabi
settlement of Rajendra Nagar on its other edge. Gulati passed away on Thursday, aged
98, leavingbehindamasalaempireworthmore thanRs1,000crore.
The25-yearoldhadcometoDelhiwithRs1,500inhispocketandtherecipeofaspice

mix that his family sold in Sialkot. Evenbefore Partition forced the family to leave their
home, the young Gulati had tried his hand at selling rice and soap. In Delhi, he plied a
tonga. But the call of spiceswas hard to resist. Mahashian Di Hatti (MDH), literally the
“shopof themagnanimous” namedafter the family enterprise in Sialkot, began froma
14-feet-by-9-feet space.Word spread. One of his earliest bulk orderswas from a busi-
nessmanfromMultanwhohadmigrated toCuttack.
Barely a year into business, Gulati thought of packaging the spices inwell-designed

boxes.WhencolourTVcametothecountry,MDHreleaseditsfirstTVadwithGulatido-
ing a cameo repletewith a red turban, twirledmoustache and a string of pearls — an
iconographysynonymousnowwithMDH’sboxes.AndasthefoodbroughtbyPunjabiset-
tlers stood its own in the foodcultureof liberalised India, themasalaman’s spicemixes
retaintheircharmevenasoregano, thymeandrosemary findaplace in Indiankitchens.

Sajjid ZChinoy

Arecovery ledbyprofits, at theexpenseofwages,
has implications fordemand, inequalityandpolicy

GDPPRINTSSHOULDbeviewedthroughtwo
prisms.Thefirstiswhattheytellusaboutthe
past.Here,thenewshasgenerallybeenbetter-
than-expected. TheUS and India, for exam-
ple,sawamuchstrongerrecoverylastquarter
than previously envisioned,manufacturing
bouncedbacksharplyand,inIndia’scase,the
linkbetweenthevirusandmobilityhasbeen
brokenmoresuccessfullythanwasfeared.
But there’s another,more forward-look-

ing, prism thatwemust also peer through.
GDPistypicallyreportedintwoways:Thesec-
toral, productionside (agriculture,manufac-
turing,services)andthefunctional,expendi-
ture side (consumption, investment, net
exports). But there’s a thirdway to slice the
pie— the income side. Value additionmust
ultimately accrue to the different factors of
production. On the income side, therefore,
GDP is simply the sumof profits,wages and
indirecttaxes.Thisbegsthequestion:Which
factorsofproductionarepropellingtherecov-
ery,andwhicharebearingtheburden?
Theanswershouldprovidesomepause.

Theeconomicrecoveryinmanypartsof the
world is tooskewedforcomfort,drivendis-
proportionatelybycapitalthanlabour.Inthe
US, corporate profits last quarter grew four
timesasstronglyasGDP,dramaticallyhigher
than expected. In India, the net profits of
listed companies grew 25 per cent (in real
terms) last quarter. This despite revenues
shrinking because firms aggressively cut
costs, including employee compensation.
Indeed, a sample of about 600 listed firms
reveals employee costs (as a per cent of
EBITDA)wasthelowestin10quarters.Think
ofwhat this implies. If listedcompanyprof-
itsaregrowing25percent,andyetGDPcon-
tracted 7.5 per cent, it reveals (by construc-
tion) significant pressure on profits of
unlistedSMEs,wagesandemployment.
This correlateswith labourmarket pres-

sures around theworld. US hiring slowed
sharplyinNovemberandtheunemployment
rate isstill forecastedtoremaincloseto6per
cent—almosttwicepre-COVIDlevels—even
attheendof2021.InasampleoffiveEastAsian
economies, employment income has con-
tracted—innominalterms—in2020.Labour
market pressures are evident in India too.
Household demand forMGNREGA remains
very elevated, suggesting significant labour
market slack. The employment rate (amore
holisticmeasuresinceparticipationrateshave

bouncedaroundsharply)insomelabourmar-
ketsurveysstillrevealabout14millionfewer
employedcomparedtoFebruary, andnomi-
nalwage growth across a universe of 4,000
listedfirmshasslowedfromabout10percent
to3percentoverthelastsixquarters.
So even as economies heal fromCOVID-

19, thedistributionof incomesacrosscapital
and labour risks becoming very skewed in
favourofcapital.Whydoesthismatter?Equity
issues apart, this portends ominously for fu-
ture demand. Itmay be rational for any one
firmtoboostprofitsbycuttingemployeecom-
pensation.Butifeveryfirmpursuedthatstrat-
egy,thatsimplycannibalisesfutureaggregate
demand andprofitability for all firms— the
quintessential fallacy of composition that
Keynes enumerated.Weakdemand, in turn,
disincentivisesre-hiring,reinforcingtherisks
of settlingintoasub-optimalequilibrium.
To be sure, the dramatic acceleration of

technologicaladoptionduringthepandemic,
anddifferentialproductivityimpactsitishav-
ingoncapital,skilledandunskilledlabour,will
likelyhavemoreprofoundandsecularimpacts
on the future capital-labourmix, potentially
accentuatingexistingcleavagesandinequities.
Butthat’sabroaderdebateforanotherday.
In the interim, remaining vigilant about

labourmarkets is particularly important for
India. Private consumptionwas increasingly
financedbyhouseholdsrunningdownsavings
andtakingondebtpre-COVID-19.Conseque-
ntly,if job-marketpressuresinducehouseho-
lds intoperceiving this shock as aquasi-per-
manent hit on incomes, householdswill be
incentivisedtosave,notspendinthefuture.
This isnottosuggestthattheimmediate

recoverywillstall.Whileeconomicmomen-
tumisexpectedtoslowaspent-updemand
wears off, the level of output will progres-
sively reach pre-COVID levels as the econ-
omy normalises. The question is what will
drive growth after that? If labour market
pressuresdentprivateconsumption,andan
incomplete global recovery in 2021 dents
export prospects, there will be no impera-
tive for entrepreneurs to invest, especially
withmanufacturingutilisationlevelsbelow
70percentheadingintoCOVID-19outbreak.
Investment will need to be preceded by a
durable sourceof final demand.
This iswherepolicy, especially fiscal,will

needtobesupportiveforlongerthaninitially
envisioned.Recognisingtheunevennatureof

the recovery, US policymakers are negotiat-
ingyetanotherfiscalpackage,andonlyasmall
fraction of the large discretionary stimulus
that theEuroAreaand Japan injectedwillbe
reversed next year. While developing
economieshavefewerdegreesofpolicyfree-
dom,theyalsohavefewersafetynetstohan-
dlethelabourmarketfall-out.Sofiscalpolicy
cannotaffordtobecomeadragnextyear.
India’sfiscalresponsehasbeenrestrained

thusfar,withtheCentre’stotalspendingsim-
ilar to last year and state capex under pres-
sure.It’sthereforeimportantfortheCentreto
step up spending in the remainingmonths.
Octobersawajumpincentralcapexandthat
momentummust bemaintained.More im-
portantly, public investment, and a large in-
frastructurepush,mustbetheleitmotifofthe
next budget. Thiswill be crucial to boost de-
mand, create jobs, crowd-in private invest-
ment and improve the economy’s external
competitiveness.Buthowdoyouaccommo-
date this spending, if the consolidated fiscal
deficit—whichwillendthisyearabove11per
cent of GDP—must be reduced, albeit very
gradually,fromnextyear?Bydoubling-down
on public sector asset sales. If higher infra-
structure spending is financedbyhigher as-
set sales, the headline fiscal deficit (which
matters forbondmarkets and interest rates)
can be slowly reduced, even as the underly-
ingfiscal impulse(whichmatters forgrowth
andjobs)remainspositive.Thisistheonlyway
toundertakefiscalconsolidationwithout in-
curringafiscaldrag.
Monetarypolicyhasledthechargein2020.

Butwithinflationcontinuingtoremainsticky
andelevated,theRBIhasfewerdegreesoffree-
domgoing forward. In 2021, thebatonmust
thereforepass frommonetary to fiscal, espe-
ciallysincethelatterisamoresurgicalinstru-
menttotargetSMEsandthelabourmarket.
The stronger-than-expectedGDPprint is

veryencouraging.Butthisisthestartofalong
journeyback.Ifgrowthcontracts7.5percent
thisyearandrebounds12percentnextyear,
activity inearly2022will still beabout7per
centbelowthelevelforecastedpre-COVID,re-
flective of some economic scarring.Much,
therefore,remainstobedone.Theexcitement
aroundthevaccineshouldn’tobscurethisfun-
damentalpremise.

Thewriter isChief IndiaEconomistat J.P.
Morgan.Allviewsarepersonal

So even as economies heal
from COVID, the
distribution of incomes
across capital and labour
risks becoming very skewed
in favour of capital. Why
does this matter? Equity
issues apart, this portends
ominously for future
demand. It may be rational
for any one firm to boost
profits by cutting employee
compensation. But if every
firm pursued that strategy,
that simply cannibalises
future aggregate demand and
profitability for all firms —
the quintessential fallacy of
composition that Keynes
enumerated. Weak demand,
in turn, disincentivises
re-hiring, reinforcing the
risks of settling into a sub-
optimal equilibrium.

FOUNDED BY

RAMNATH GOENKA

B E C A U S E T H E T R U T H I N V O L V E S U S A L L

§ §

THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY,DECEMBER5,2020
WORDLYWISE

Hewho controls the spice
controls the universe

— FRANK HERBERTTHEEDITORIALPAGE

KhaledAhmed

RISE AND FALL OF HAFIZ SAEED
Pakistanstate’s surrender to thecleric embodies theperils of religious ideology

ONNOVEMBER 19, a pivotal development
took place in Pakistan. An anti-terrorism
courtsentencedchiefof thebannedorgani-
sationJamaat-ud-Dawa(erstwhileLashkar-
e-Toiba) Hafiz Saeed, to 10 years in jail for
“terror financing”. The conviction came as
Pakistan tried to avoid blacklisting by the
globaldirty-moneywatchdog,theFinancial
ActionTaskForce(FATF)whichpunishes“il-
licit financingofmilitantorganisations”.
Whowasthismanwhomadetheworld

cower in fearwhenheorganised the attack
onMumbaiin2008?FromaKashmiriGujjar
background, Hafiz Saeed lived in Simla be-
fore Partition. After 1947, he grew up in
Sargodhawhere his family began farming.
Saeed’s fatherMaulana Kamaluddinwas a
religious scholar, sowas his uncleMaulana
Hafiz Abdullah, who later helped in setting
upthe“terrorist”organisation, LeT.
Religionservesasanagentofdetachment

from reality. Saeed’s career embodies this
phenomenon.Aftergraduationin1974,Hafiz
Saeed was appointed lecturer at the
University of Engineering and Technology
(UET), Lahore in the Islamiat department.
From here, he went for higher studies to
SaudiArabiaandbecame intimatewith the
infamous Saudi scholar, Sheikh Abdul Aziz
binBaz,whowas topronounce the fatwaof

jihad inAfghanistan in1979.
Saeed, like most clerics, was against

democracy. After the fall of East Pakistan in
1971,andafatwaof jihadin1979byBinBaz,
he turnedto thewar inAfghanistan, joining
the training camp of Abdur Rasul Sayyaf,
where he linked up with the teacher of
OsamabinLadenandArabfighters,Abdullah
Azzam.HealsometbinLadenseveraltimes.
In 1986, the teachers of the Islamiat in
EngineeringUniversityhadfoundedMarkaz
Dawatwal-Irshad, aWahhabi organisation
devotedtotheSaudibrandof Islamandrais-
ingarmies for the jihad inAfghanistan.
In1990,LeTwasestablishedinconsulta-

tionwith theWahhabis in Afghanistan. By
2001,itwasthemostwell-knownjihadiout-
fit in the region, boasting1,100martyrs and
15,000IndiantroopskilledinKashmir.Back
home, everyone seemed inspired by jihad.
AbdulQadeerKhan, the father of Pakistan’s
atombomb,appeared inLeTrallies.
In2003,afteracareerof jihadinKashmir,

theLeTwasbanned.ItthenbecameJamaat-
ud-Dawa and devoted itself to serving al
Qaeda as a coordinating agencywith net-
works in Pakistan. In February 2002, at the
hightideofalQaeda’srevengekillingsinside
Pakistan, bin Laden’s lieutenant, Abu
Zubaydah, was caught in Faisalabad from a

safehouseofHafizSaeed.
OnApril9,2016,TheNewsdisclosedthat

Saeedhadbeenrunningstealthcourtsinvi-
olation of Pakistan’s constitution: “The
supra-constitutional Sharia courts, estab-
lished by Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD), operate
acrossthecountryandonlytheLahorecourt
ofthisparalleljudicialsystemhasissuedver-
dictsin5,550cases, includingmurdertrials.”
The “courts” had been going on since

1990 and one had been active even in
Islamabad!MuftiMuhammadIdrees,akind
of stealth high court chief justice sitting in
MasjidQadisiya (theheadquartersof JuD in
Lahore), spilt all the beans. He claimed that
sevenShariacourtshadbeenfunctional,one
each in Lahore, Gujranwala, Bahawalpur,
Multan, Karachi, Quetta and Islamabad.
Saeedwastheheadofallthesecourts,which
makeshimakindof chief justice.
The statehad surrendered to Saeedand

washelpless toousthimfromhis spiritual-
terrorist empire. The surrender of the state
toSaeedwasablendof twocontingencies—
theevolutionof theideologyof thestateun-
der Islam,and thedriveof a revisionistpol-
icyvis-à-vis India.

Thewriter is consultingeditor,Newsweek
Pakistan

Saeed, like most clerics, was
against democracy. After the
fall of East Pakistan in 1971,
and a fatwa of jihad in 1979
by Bin Baz, he turned to the
war in Afghanistan, joining
the training camp of Abdur
Rasul Sayyaf where he linked
up with the teacher of
Osama bin Laden and Arab
fighters, Abdullah Azzam.
He also met bin Laden
several times.

MISA REDUX
OPPOSITIONMEMBERSTOREcopiesof the
National Security Bill and stormed out of
the House when the government intro-
duced the Bill in the Lok Sabha. They la-
belled the Bill,whichwould give the gov-
ernment powers of indefinite detention,
as “draconian, pernicious, obnoxious and
immoral”andvehementlyopposed its in-
troduction.Manymemberssuggestedthat
preventitve detentionwas being brought
back with the intention of perpetuating
IndiraGandhi’s dynastic rule. RamAvatar
Shastri termedit the“IndiraSecurityBill”.
Itwasgenerally felt that theMISAwasbe-
ing resurrected and given a deceptive
name. Inamomentofunguardedcandour,

HomeMinisterZailSinghaffirmedthis.He
said, “We have not done anything new...
onlythenameof theBill isnew,everything
else is the same.”

BHAGALPUR BANDH
LIFE INURBANareasof Bhagalpurdistrict
wasparalysedbya"totalbandh”observed
in sympathy with 15 police officials sus-
pendedby thegovernment in connection
with their alleged role in the blinding of
undertrial criminals. Train services were
disrupted by people squatting across the
railway tracks. Buses went off the roads.
All shops and business establishments
were closed. The bandh was in response
toacallgivenbytheBhagalpurChamberof

Commerce and the Bhagalpur Citizens’
Association.

USSR AND POLAND
THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCEAgency has
reportedtoUSPresident JimmyCarterthat
the Soviet Union is ready to move into
PolandanytimetheKremlindecidesto in-
tervene.Thesemoveswereresponsiblefor
the solemn warnings by US Secretary of
StateEdmundMuskieandPresident-elect
Reagan’s top foreign policy adviser,
RichardAllen,againstSoviet intervention.
Allwestern leadershavenowwarned the
SovietUnionthat if it intervenes inPoland
it will destroy detente, and lead to a new
arms race.

DECEMBER 5, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO

STAR TREK
Rajinikanth’sentrywill createabuzz inTamilNadupolitics.
Buthewillneedmorethanstarpowertowinovervoters

T
AMILSUPERSTARRAJINIKANTHendedthesuspense finallyonThursday
and announced the launch of his political party nextmonth.While the
launchdate is tobeannouncedonDecember31, theactorsaid itwillbea
“non-corrupt, honest, transparent and secularpartywitha spiritual pol-
itics”. Tamil Nadu is slated to hold assembly elections next year and the

entry of the popular screen hero, whose entry into politics has been talked about for
nearly threedecades,will addvarietyandspice to thecontest.
Rajinikanth has pitched himself as an alternative to theDravidian parties that have

dominatedstatepolitics forover50years.Hehasoffered“spiritualpolitics”asacounter
to the atheist ideology of theDravidianmovement.While the fan clubs are to form the
cadrebaseofRajinikanth’soutfit,hegaveahintofhispolitical leaningsbyinductingafor-
merpresidentof theBJPstateunit’s intellectualwingasthepartycoordinator.TheBJP,a
marginalplayer instatepolitics,hasencouragedtheactor’selectoralaspirations inspite
of his tentative approach to politics. The partywas quick towelcome Rajinikanth’s an-
nouncementanditwillinterestingtoseehowitengageswiththeactorinthecomingdays.
While theBJPandtheAIADMKhadveryrecentlyclarified that the twopartieswill fight
theassemblyelectionsasallies,theformerhasindicatedthatit iskeentoexpanditsfoot-
print in the state. TheBJP,which lacks a pan-state popular face,mayprefer to ridewith
Rajinikanth,whose“spiritualpolitics”itcheers,aspartofathirdfront.However,thedom-
inanceof theDMKandAIADMKinTamilNadupoliticshasbeensuchthat third fronts—
floated bynational parties such as the Congress, BJP and theCommunists in the past—
have failed tomakeadifference inelections.Butwith thedemiseof formerchiefminis-
ters,MKarunanidhiand J Jayalalithaa, thepolitical space isnowshortof tall leaders.
The big question iswhether Rajinikanth—andKamalHasan—canuse their screen

personatowinvotes.MGRandJayalalithaa,political titans,werefilmstars,buttheyhad
worked in theDMKandAIADMKbefore emergingon their ownand seekingoffice. But
Rajinikanthhastohitthegroundrunning—heneedstobuildapartyandcampaignhard
towinovervoters, all in about sixmonths.Hewill alsoneed toconsolidatehis fanbase,
whosepolitical loyaltiesaredividedamongvariousparties.

New Delhi



11
THEINDIANEXPRESS,SATURDAY,DECEMBER5,2020 WHATTHEOTHERSSAY

“While the input of the country’s neighbours, as well as that of foreign forces
involved in the country’s internal affairs — such as the US — is important, the
fact remains that a peaceful and stable Afghanistan is in the primary interest of
the Afghan people themselves.” —DAWNTHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

The absence of
intermediation channels for
medium-scale or even many
large industrialists isn’t
helped by the party at the
Centre not really requiring
their money. The BJP under
Narendra Modi, like Indira
Gandhi’s Congress in its
time, faces no political
competition within or
outside. It can afford to
operate a centralised funding
system overwhelmingly
reliant on Big Capital. Not
only regional parties, even
the once-powerful liquor,
contractor, sugar or arhtiya
lobby hardly matter in the
new business-political
oligarchy regime.

An inter-faith
prayer, an arrest

Whyisahumanrightsactivist
inprisonforanactofpeace?

ONNOVEMBER 2, the UP police arrested
FaisalKhan.IhaveknownFaisalasahuman
rights activistworking alongside Sandeep
Pandey (who in 2002won aMagsaysay
Award for his socialworkwhile declining
theawardmoney).BothSandeepandFaisal
arestaunchGandhiansbutintoday’sIndia,
thereisonehugedifference.Oneofthemis
Muslim.
Afewyearsago,FaisalrevivedtheKhudai

Khidmatgars inmemoryof thatwonderful
band of freedom fighters from theNorth-
WestFrontierProvinces ledbyKhanAbdul
Ghaffar Khan, or BadshahKhan, as hewas
lovingly known, easily the tallest (both lit-
erally and ethically) of leaders inspired by
the non-violentmovement launched by
MahatmaGandhi.
One of the bravest chapters of India’s

freedomstrugglewaswrittenin1930atthe
QuissaKhwanibazaar inPeshawar,where
followingthearrestofKhudaiKhidmatgar
leadersalargecrowdhadgathered.British
armoured vehicles ploughed into the
crowd, killingmany. The crowd refused to
disperse.TheBritishopenedmachine-gun
firebutthecrowdneitherrannorretaliated
withviolence.Officialsputthedeathtollat
20butnationalistssayover300werekilled.
Two platoons of the Royal Garhwal
RegimentoftheBritishIndianArmyrefused
to open fire. Their officerswere later sen-
tencedtoeightyears in jail.
AmericanpoliticalscientistGeneSharp,

in hiswork on nonviolent resistance, de-
scribedthescene:“Whenthoseinfrontfell
downwoundedbytheshots, thosebehind
came forwardwith their chests bared and
exposedthemselves to the fire, somuchso
that somepeople got asmany as twenty-
one bulletwounds in their bodies, and all
thepeoplestoodtheirgroundwithoutget-
tingintoapanic.”
Amazing as it seems today, when the

TalibanandalQaedafromthesameregion
havebeen turned intokillingmachinesby
the super-powers that initiated them,
Badshah Khan and his Pashtunwarriors
facedmanymassacreswithout retaliating
with violence. A clue to theirmindset is in
thepledgetheytookwhenjoining:1)Inthe
nameofGodwho isPresentandEvident, I
amaKhudaiKhidmatgar.2)Iwillservethe
nationwithoutanyself-interest.3)Iwillnot
take revenge andmy actionswill not be a
burden for anyone. 4)My actionswill be
non-violent. 5) I willmake every sacrifice
requiredofmetostayonthispath.6) Iwill
serve peoplewithout regard to their reli-
gion or faith. 7) I shall use nation-made
goods.8)Ishallnotbetemptedbyanyoffice.
BadshahKhan spent a total of 14 years

in British India jails. He bitterly opposed
Partition and the creation of Pakistan. His
partyboycottedelectionsandsoonhefound
himself in jail in independent Pakistan.
Whenhediedattheageof98,hehadspent
a total of 37 years in jail, many of them in
solitaryconfinement.

InIndia,FaisalKhanlauncheda21st-cen-
tury version of Khudai Khidmatgars on
Gandhiji’sdeathanniversaryin2011.Tothe
pledges of the original body, they added a
rule ensuring a minimum non-Muslim
membership of 35 per cent. Startingwith
theideaofcreatinginter-faithdialogue,the
Khudaishavetouchedpeople’sheartsacross
the country andmembership has swelled
to50,000.TodayithasmanyHindus,includ-
ingafewwhohadoncebeenintheRSS.
Apart frompeacemarchesandrelief ef-

forts initiated in riot-torn areas, forwant of
space,afewexamplesshouldsufficetoillus-
tratetheconstructiveinitiativeslaunchedby
the Khudai Khidmatgars. In 2014, they
launchedaBetiBachaocampaigninHaryana
totacklethediminishingpopulationofgirls.
In 2017, they started SabkaGhar atGhaffar
Manzil,nearJamiainDelhi,wherepeopleof
any faith and caste arewelcome to stay for
uptoamonth.Theystartedaninterest-free
loan facility named the Badshah Khan
DomesticWorkersFund.In2018,Faisalwas
felicitatedbyShriMurariBapuathisashram
inGujarat. Overwhelmedat hearing Faisal
recite verses from the Ramcharitramanas,
ShriMurari Bapu promised to visit Sabka
GharinDelhi.Faisalcan,ofcourse,recitefrom
theQuranwithequalease.
Whyissuchamaninjail?InOctoberthis

year, four Khudais — Faisal, Chand
Mohammed,AlokRatanandNileshGupta—
undertook the traditional84kos (150-mile)
parikramaofBrajatMathura,consideredthe
birthplace of LordKrishna. As always, the
Khudais engaged in dialogue with local
priests,oftenatewiththemandmadefriends
everywhere. OnOctober 29, they reached
NandBabaMandir, andwerewarmly re-
ceivedandgivenprasadbythepriest.Faisal,in
his distinctlyMuslimcap, recited fromthe
Ramcharitramanas and both men spoke
about thesharedvalues inreligion.Someof
thisisrecordedonaphonecamera.Whenna-
maz time came, Faisal asked if therewas a
mosquenearbybutthepriestsaidtheycould
offernamazwithin the temple compound.
OneoftheHinduKhudaisphotographedthis
moment,signifyingtheharmonytheybelieve
in and in their enthusiasm posted it on
Facebook.As thephotoswent viral, all hell
brokeloose.Thepriestofthetemplewaspres-
sured to lodgeapolicecomplaintandFaisal
wasarrestedandbrought to aMathura jail
undervarious charges, includingoneabout
destroyingcommunalharmony.TheUPpo-
lice could not locate ChandMohammed,
wenttohishomeinBihar,allegedlybeatup
hisparentsanddamagedproperty.Theythen
allegedly forcibly broughtChand’s brother
NoortoMathurabutluckilyafterlegalinter-
vention,Noorwassetfree.
Twodays ago, a trial court inMathura,

filledtothebrimwithRSScadreandahuge
team of prosecution lawyers, rejected
Faisal’s bail and thematterwill nowmove
totheAllahabadHighCourt.
What explainsHindutva’s rage against

Faisal and the Khudai Khidmatagars? The
clue,oncemore,liesinthepast.Theoriginal
KhudaiKhidmatgarshadsufferedtheworst
massacres and persecutions of the
Independencestruggle.BadshahKhanlater
wrote that this was because the British
thought a non-violent Pashtunwasmore
dangerousthanaviolentoneanddidevery-
thingtheycouldtoprovokethemintovio-
lence,butfailed.TheKhudaiKhidmatgarsof
todaycannotbeprovokedeither.

Thewriter isadocumentaryfilmmaker

THERETURNOFsingle-partydominanceand
its implications for politics after nearly 25
years ofminority/coalition governments at
the Centre (December 1989-April 2014) has
beenwidelycommentedupon.Ashavecon-
cernsoverrisingcorporatemarketpowerand
their expression, whether in the ongoing
protestsagainstthethreecentralfarmlawsor
thegrantofbanklicencestoindustrialhouses.
TherecentBiharelectionresults—Nitish

Kumar is back as chiefminister, but of what
is,forallpracticalpurposes,aBharatiyaJanata
Party (BJP) government—have reaffirmed a
largerpoliticaltrend.Therearestatesthatare
still opposition-ruled— Punjab, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh,Telangana,Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand
andWest Bengal. However, asmany have
noted, chief ministers today have been re-
duced to satraps. The real power iswith the
Centre,which has the all-important “agen-
cies”andholdsthepurse-strings inthesefis-
cally-challengingtimes.
Foralltheirfulminationsatnotbeingcom-

pensatedforshortfalls inGSTrevenues,states
havehad toacceptwhatever little theCentre
offeredthroughaspecialOption-1borrowing
window.TheMaharashtragovernmentcould-
n’t stop theElgarParishadcasebeinghanded
overtotheNationalInvestigationAgency,while
thePinarayiVijayanadministration inKerala
hasbeenamutespectatortotheEnforcement
Directorategrillingitsofficialsandaministerin
connectionwith allegedmoney-laundering
andgoldsmugglingprobes.
What thisanalysis—of asinglepartyun-

der anunquestioned leader exercising total
control over thenation’spolity—missesout,
though,isaparallelandrelatedphenomenon.
Thathastodowiththeincreasingly“conglom-
erate”natureof Indiancapitalism.These two
centralisations—of political and economic
power—reinforceeachother.Itsconsequences
areprofoundandhavethepotential todefine
thepopularnarrativeinthedaysahead.
Nottoolongago,asignificantpartofpolit-

icalfinancingcamenotfromlargecorporates
asmuchassugarandtextilemillers, cooper-
ative barons, liquor and PWD contractors,
grain traders/arhtiyas, land sharks, builders
andminers.Theyweremostlyregionalcapi-
talistswhoinvestedinprovincialleaders.This
translatedintoadecentralisedcronycapital-
ismmodel,whereeveryparty/politicianhad
a chosen set of businessmen for bestowing
favoursandreceivingfundinginturn.
Howsoever repugnant, thismodel had

someredeemingfeatures.Themutually-ben-
eficial partnership between the aspiring
politicianandthesmall-to-middlingcapital-
ist did allow for the emergence of new ty-
coons, including fromdiverse regional and
social backgrounds. So long as the “cronies”
and theirpolitical backersdidn’t remain the
same,itensuredafrequentreshufflinginthe
ranks of capitalists and also a competitive
electoraldemocracy.
Considerthis:TheNinetiesandNoughties

weresynonymouswithnotjustcoalitiongov-
ernments and regional parties taking centre
stage, but also a period of “entrepreneurial
capitalism” in India. The latter, one could ar-
gue,wasmorearesultof the1991economic

reformsthatopenedupnewindustriesforpri-
vate investment. But the fact that these av-
enues for capital accumulationwere seized
duringatimeofnosingle-partymajoritygov-
ernmentsorastrongCentrecannotbemissed.
Norcanthefactthattheperiodafter2014,de-
spite beingmarked bypolitical stability and
the institution of a near-presidential system
ofgovernance,hasseenmorecapitaldestruc-
tionthancreationoraccumulation(‘Deathof
enterprise’, IE, June29,2019).
Epitomisingtheaboveriseandfallarethe

“Andhrapreneurs” or businessmen fromun-
dividedAndhraPradesh(AP).Thepromotersof
GVK,GMR,Lanco,Madhucon,NCC,Nagarjuna
Fertilisers, Navayuga, Soma Enterprise,
Progressive Constructions, Sujana, IVRCL,
RamkyInfra,SEWInfra,Transstroy,SriCityand
GangavaramPortwereallliberalisation’schil-
dren. The first twopost-reformdecadeswas
whenmanyof themgraduated frompiece-
meal contracting toconstructing full-fledged
national highways, airports, ports, power
plants,irrigationdams,watersupplysystems,
riverbridges,tunnelsandmetrorailsections.
It isnotacoincidencethatthefortunesof

the “Andhrapreneurs” grewpreciselywhen
itspoliticianswerevitaltoproppingupcoali-
tion governments at the Centre. The Telugu
DesamPartywaseitherpartofnon-Congress,
non-BJPgovernments(in1989-90and1996-
98)orextendedcriticalsupporttothefirstBJP-
ledrulingNationalDemocraticAlliancefrom
1998 to 2004. Undivided AP also sent the
largestcontingentofCongressMPstoenable
the formation of the United Progressive
Alliancegovernmentin2004and2009.
AP and Telangana are now both

Opposition-ruled.But their irrelevance, if not
deference, to thepresentdispensationat the
Centre is matched by the decline of the
“Andhrapreneurs”.Thereareveryfewsurvivors
from the earlier-mentionednames—most
havebeenconsumedbythedebtscontracted
duringanot-too-distantpastwhenanimalspir-
itstrulyreigned.GVKonlyrecentlywasforced
tosellitsprizedMumbaiInternationalAirport
to theAdaniGroup,whichhas also acquired
Navayuga’sKrishnapatnamPort.
Thetransitionfrom“entrepreneurial”to

“conglomerate” capitalism has obvious
repercussions from an economic and busi-
ness standpoint. Inmany industries— from
telecom, airlines, steel, cement and alu-
minium to synthetic fibres, polymers, toi-
letries,teaandbiscuits—therearenowtwo,
at most three, players holding dominant
market position. Some groups have leader-
ship straddlingmultiple sectors: Reliance
(petrochemicals, telecom and retail), Tata
(steel, commercialvehicles, saltandITserv-
ices), Aditya Birla (cement, aluminium and
chlor-alkali)andAdani(ports,privatepower,
brandededibleoil and,next, airports).
Butnolessimportantaretheramifications

for politics. The political scientist Adam
Ziegfeldhasshownthatregionalpartiesthrive
whencoalitiongovernmentsaretheorderof
theday.Ontheotherhand,ifsingle-partyma-
jorityrulebecomesthenorm,politicalactors
have little incentivetoestablishor joinstate-
levelpartiesthatcansharethespoilsofpower
attheCentre.Acorollarytothisisthatthere-
gional capitalist no longer hasministers or
MPsthroughwhomhecangetthingsdonein
NewDelhi.Theyareaspowerlessasheis.
The absence of intermediation channels

formedium-scaleorevenmanylarge indus-
trialistsisn’thelpedbythepartyattheCentre
not really requiringtheirmoney.TheBJPun-
der Narendra Modi, like Indira Gandhi’s
Congressinitstime,facesnopoliticalcompe-
titionwithinoroutside. It canaffordtooper-
ateacentralisedfundingsystemoverwhelm-
ingly reliantonBigCapital.Notonly regional
parties, even the once-powerful liquor, con-
tractor, sugar or arhtiya lobbyhardlymatter
inthenewbusiness-politicaloligarchyregime.
Their support isn’t neededwhenunlimited
largecorporate financing ispossible through
electoralbondsthatprotectthedonor’siden-
tityandthecontributionsaretax-deductible
toboot.
If thecurrentagitationagainsttheunder-

miningofthetraditionalagriculturalproduce
mandisystemisanyindication,thechallenge
to the oligarchywill comeonly frombelow.
ThepoliticalOppositioncanlatchonatbest.

harish.damodaran@expressindia.com

MIND THE GAP
THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘Skewed
justice’(IE,December4).Thetaskofrais-
ing thepercentageofwomen judges in
higherjudiciaryfromamere7.2percent
hastobeapriorityevenwhenthetaskis
daunting. The feeder lines themselves
areweak—women’sparticipationinthe
legalprofessionisjust5percent,thera-
tioofwomenjudgesinHighCourtscom-
paredtomenis1:8.7,andonly10-15per
centof 17 lakhadvocatesenrolledwith
Bar Councils across the nation are
women. Amajor deterrent is frequent
verbal harassment bymale lawyers in
court.EvenIndiraJaisinghascomplained
that her “word is often treated as less
valuablethanthewordofamalelawyer.”

GChouksey,Pune

SCIENCE’S VICTORY
THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘Piercing
the Pall’ (IE, December 4). 2020will be
rememberednotjustforthepandemic,
butalsofortheabilityofsciencetocom-
bat thegreatest challenge facedbyhu-
manityinthelast100years.Theincred-
ible speedwithwhich vaccines have
beendevelopedandtestedwillgodown
in history as one of the finest achieve-
ments in science. ThenewmRNAplat-
form also has the potential to provide
immunity against the other big C-
scourge,cancer.

KSahasranaman,Mumbai

ACCESS TO ALL
THISREFERSTO‘Afailuretoenable’(IE,
December3).AccordingtotheNational
Association of the Deaf, India is home
to 18million peoplewith hearing im-
pairment. It is only recently that the
government has initiated the process
of codification of Indian sign language
in the form of a dictionary. This com-
munityisfacinggreatchallengesinpar-
ticipating in the social mainstream.
Qualifiedsignlanguageinterpretersare
scarce in number. The state needs to
take steps tomake the public sphere
more inclusive.

SudipKumarDey,Kolkata

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

EVERSINCETHE firstCOVID-19casewasde-
tected inMumbai inmid-March, thecityhas
been in thenews for thewrong reasons. The
contagion spread likewildfire inMarch and
April.Thewell-knownslums,Dharavi,Deonar
Bainganwadi,Govandi,Ghatkopar andWorli
Koliwada,were teemingwith the infection.
The death rate touched 8per cent and there
were rumours of innumerable deaths in
Mumbai. In the firstweekofMay,a fewdead
bodieswere found on the city’s streets and
roaddividers. Socialmediawas floodedwith
videosofdeadbodiesonroadsorinhospitals,
severalofthemonbeds,adjacenttothosewith
patientsstill receivingtreatment.
The Centre’s monitoring team visited

Mumbai onMay 5 and expressed fears of
thousandsofdeathsinthecityinthenearfu-
ture. Critics demanded that Mumbai be
handed over to the army. Panic had gripped
the city. I took over asMumbai’smunicipal
commissionerMay 8. Early next day, I took
stockoftheCOVID-19ICUsofmajorBMChos-
pitals.Thiswasfollowedbya4-kmlongmarch
tothecontainmentzonesofDharavitounder-
standthesituationintheslums.
We identified four pillars onwhich the

fightagainstCOVID-19wouldstand—testing,
ambulances, COVID beds and abundant
traineddoctors/paramedics.Testing, tracing,
tracking, quarantine and treatment became

the credo of ourwork. In the next 10weeks,
theMunicipalCorporationofGreaterMumbai
(MCGM)ensuredamassiveincreaseinhealth
infrastructure.ThenumberofCOVID-19beds
wereincreasedfrom3,700onMay8to22,300,
withICUbedsincreasingfrom480to1,957—
therewas amanifold increase in ventilator
beds.TeamMCGMrosetotheoccasion.
TheavailabilityofCOVID-19testresults in

24hourswasmademandatory.Thousandsof
healthworkersvisitedslumsandcontainment
zones for door-to-door surveillance and fo-
cusedtesting.MorethanamillionRT-PCRtests
wereconductedinthecity.Therewasa10-fold
increase in thenumber of ambulances, from
80to826.Weensuredthattheywereavailable
ontheUberplatform,freeofcost.Morethana
thousanddoctorsandparamedicswereroped
in, including retired government doctors.
Around900MBBS internsweredeployed to
managethewarroomsinthecity’s24wards.
An innovative and extremely aggressive

“ChasetheVirusPolicy”wasimplementedand
lakhsof high-riskcontactswereshifted from
theslumsandplacedin institutionalquaran-
tines to shield them from the contagion;
48,000institutionalquarantinebedswerecre-
ated.Decentralisedhospitalbedmanagement
alongwith the “Chase the Patient” policy
proveda“gamechanger”.
Senior IAS officerswere deputed tohos-

pitals to supervise operations.Mumbai be-
came the first city in India to fully regulate
COVID-19beds in35major and73otherpri-
vatehospitals atgovernment rates througha
single online dashboard. This was imple-
mentedwithan ironhand.Aworld-classon-
line platform for dialysismanagement for
COVID-19patientswasoperationalised.Nine
centrally air-conditioned jumbo field hospi-
talswith ICU and dialysis bedswere estab-
lished andMumbai became the first city in
India to successfullybuild andoperate them.
Walk-infacilitiesofbedsforsuspectedCOVID-
19 patientswere created all over the city to
treatsuspectedpatientswithouttestreports.
Dashboardswerecreated inhospitals topro-
videinformationoncrematoriums.
“Mission Save Lives” for hospitalised pa-

tientsledtoareductionofmortalityratefrom
8percenttounder2percent.Compensation
of Rs 50 lakhwas given toMCGM/BEST staff
whohadsuccumbedtothediseaseandwere
notcoveredundertheGovernmentof India’s
insuranceschemeforfrontlineCOVIDworkers.
The “MyFamilyMyResponsibility” cam-

paignwas implemented for twomonths—
12,000healthworkersreachedoutto3.5mil-
lionfamiliestwiceforsurveillanceandhealth
checkups.The“NoMasknoEntry”campaign
waslaunched.Postersandstickersbearingthe
message cameup at bus stops, buses, taxis,

shops and offices.More than 5 lakh people
werefinedfornotwearingmasks.
iPadswithWifi facilitiesweredistributed

toCOVID-19positivepatientsadmittedtohos-
pitals to facilitate interaction between them
andtheir relatives—this,wefelt,was impor-
tant to address psychological issues facedby
the patients. Plasma bankswere created in
major BMChospitals and the drug protocol
wasstandardised.
InthelastweekofNovember,thecityhad

lessthan10,000activecases,thedoublingrate
hadincreasedto218days,therateofinfection
had fallen to 0.3 per cent, the positivity rate
wasdownto6percentandthemonthlymor-
talityratewasbelow2percent.Morethan90
per cent patients are nowdischarged from
hospitals. Thesituationdidnotdeteriorate in
Mumbaiduringthefestiveseason.
Thevirusisanunpredictableadversary.Till

thereisavaccineformassuse,spurtsininfec-
tioncannotberuledout.Worldwide,citiesride
the crest and trough of the viral surgewith
tragicconsequences.Thewaragainstthevirus
is far fromover. TeamMCGMresolves not to
becomplacentsothatwecanmakeMumbai
oneof thecountry’ssafestmetrosduringand
afterthepandemic.

Thewriter ismunicipalcommissioner,
MCGM,Mumbai

Itsmunicipalityledadecentralisedefforttoincreasetesting,tracing,hospitalbeds

HowMumbai took on the virus
I S Chahal
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CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

WHENINFECTEDbythenovelcoron-
avirusSARS-CoV-2,peopleexperience
adrop inoxygen levels in theirblood.
Thismakes themvulnerable to dam-
ageinalargerangeoftissues.Compare
this withmarinemammals such as
dolphins andwhales, which spend
their lifetime switching between en-
vironments of high and low oxygen
levels, but tolerate both — because
theirbodieshaveadaptedthatway.
In a review article published in

Comparative Biochemistry and
PhysiologyonThursday, ecologist and
evolutionarybiologist TerrieWilliams
of theUniversity of California–Santa
Cruzexploreshowthedivingphysiol-
ogy ofmarinemammals canhelp us
understand the effects of
Covid-19.Williams has
spent decades studying
thephysiologyofmarine
mammals and their ex-
traordinaryabilitytoper-
formstrenuous activities
whileholdingtheirbreath
forlongperiodsunderwa-
ter.TexasA&MUniversity
marine biologist Randall
Davishasco-authoredthe
paperwithher.
Marine mammals

haveways toprotect themselvesand
allow their organs to keep function-
ing while holding their breath for
hoursatatime.Buttobeabledothat,
they have had to undergo a whole
suiteof biological adaptations.
The fact that humans lack these

adaptationsmakes it important for
peopletoprotectthemselvesfromin-
fection with this virus. “Damage to
oxygen-deprivedtissueshappensfast
andcanbeirreversible,whichmayac-
countforthelong-termeffectsweare
beginningtoseeinpeopleaftercoro-
navirusinfections,”Williamssaidina
statementonher research.
Theheartandbrainareespecially

sensitive to oxygen deprivation, and
marine mammals have multiple

mechanisms to protect these and
othercriticalorgans

■Marinemammalshaveacapac-
ity for carryingmuchmore oxygen
thanhumans.

■ Somemarine mammals con-
tracttheirspleenduringdives,which
releases oxygen-rich blood cells into
thecirculation.

■ To avoid blood clots resulting
fromsuchhighconcentrationsof red
blood cells, manymarinemammal
species lack a clotting mechanism
found inothermammals.

■Marinemammals have greatly
increased concentrations of oxygen-
carrying proteins such asmyoglobin
in heart and skeletal muscles, and

neuroglobinandcytoglo-
bin in thebrain.

■ Numerous safety
factors enable tissues in
marine mammals to
withstand low oxygen
and the subsequent
reperfusion of tissues
with oxygenated blood.
In humans, reperfusion
after a heart attack or
stroke often leads to ad-
ditional tissuedamage.
According to

Williams, the solutions thatmarine
mammalshaveevolvedprovideanat-
ural template for understanding the
potential for damage to oxygen-de-
prived tissues inhumans.
“Therearesomanyramifications

of shutting down the oxygen path-
way,andIthinkthat’swhatwe’resee-
ing in theseCovidpatients,” shesaid.
“Our heart and brain cells are

meanttolastalifetime,andwecannot
replacethemoncetheyaredamaged,”
she added. “Dolphins and whales
havenaturalprotectionsthathumans
lack, so we are highly vulnerable to
hypoxia.”
The research was funded by the

OfficeofNavalResearch.
Source:UniversityofCalifornia–SantaCruz

PAPER
CLIP

NEWRESEARCH

From dolphins and whales,
new insights on Covid-19
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ANURADHA MASCARENHAS&
AMITABHSINHA
PUNE,DECEMBER4

ONNOVEMBER 19, a government notifica-
tion listed out specific surgical procedures
that a postgraduate medical student of
Ayurvedamustbe"practicallytrainedtoac-
quaintwith,aswellastoindependentlyper-
form".Thenotificationhasinvitedsharpcrit-
icism from the IndianMedical Association,
which questioned the competence of
Ayurveda practitioners to carry out these
procedures,andcalledthenotificationanat-
temptat "mixopathy".
TheIMAhasplannednationwideprotests

onDecember8againstthisnotification,and
has threatened towithdraw all non-essen-
tialandnon-CovidservicesonDecember11.

Howfar issurgerypartofAyurveda?
It is not that Ayurveda practitioners are

not trained in surgeries, or do not perform
them. In fact, theytakepride inthefact that
theirmethodsandpractices trace theirori-
ginstoSushruta,anancient Indiansageand
physician, whose comprehensivemedical
treatiseSushrutaSamhitahas,apartfromde-
scriptions of illnesses and cures, also de-
tailed accounts of surgical procedures and
instruments.
PHemanthaKumar, professor andhead

of thedepartment of general surgery at the
government-run National Institute of
AyurvedainJaipur,claimsthatatleast1,000
majorsurgeriesareperformedeveryyearat
hishospital.“Therewouldbemanymoremi-
nor surgeriesbeingdone,”hesaid.
There are two branches of surgery in

Ayurveda — Shalya Tantra, which refers to
general surgery, and Shalakya Tantrawhich
pertainstosurgeriesrelatedtotheeyes,ears,
nose, throatandteeth.Allpostgraduatestu-
dents of Ayurveda have to study these
courses, and some go on to specialise in
these, andbecomeAyurvedasurgeons.
Nandkishore Borse, head of the depart-

ment of surgery at Tilak Ayurveda College
andTarachandHospital,asemi-government
facility in Pune, said for several surgeries
Ayurvedicproceduresalmostexactlymatch
those of modern medicine about how or
where tomakeacutor incision, andhowto
performtheoperation.Therearesignificant
divergencesinpost-operativecare,however.
“The only thing thatwe do not do is su-

per-specialitysurgeries,likeneurosurgey.For

most other needs, there are surgical proce-
dures in Ayurveda. It is not very different
from allopathic medicine," Hemantha
Kumarsaid.

Beforethenotification,whatwerethe
regulationsforpostgraduatestudents?
Postgraduate education in Ayurveda is

guidedbytheIndianMedicalCentralCouncil
(Post Graduate Education) Regulations
framedfromtimetotime.Currently,thereg-
ulationsformulatedin2016areinforce.The
latest notification of November 19 is an
amendment to the2016regulations.
The2016regulationsallowpostgraduate

students to specialise in Shalya Tantra,
ShalakyaTantra,andPrasutievamStree Roga
(Obstetrics and Gynecology), the three dis-
ciplines involvingmajor surgical interven-
tions.Studentsof thesethreedisciplinesare
grantedMS(MasterinSurgeryinAyurveda)
degrees.
Ayurvedapractitionerspointoutthatstu-

dentsenrolling inAyurvedacourseshaveto
pass the same NEET (National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test). Their course runs for
four-and-a-half years, followedbyoneyear
of internship,sixmonthsofwhicharespent
at anAyurvedahospital, and the remaining
sixmonthsatacivil orgeneralhospital, or a
primaryhealthcarecentre.

Postgraduate courses require another
three years of study. They also have to un-
dergoclinicalpostingsintheoutpatientand
In-patient departments at hospitals apart
fromgettinghands-ontraininginAyurvedic
treatmentprocedures.Medico-legal issues,
surgical ethicsand informedconsent is also
part of the course apart from teaching
Sushruta’s surgicalprinciplesandpractices,
said Dr Vinayak Temburnekar, National
President of National IntegratedMedical
Association (NIMA).

So,what isnew?
Ayurvedapractitionerssaythelatestno-

tification just brings clarity to the skills that
anAyurvedapractitionerpossesses.
“The surgeries that have been men-

tioned in thenotificationareall that areal-
readypartof theAyurvedacourse.Butthere
is little awareness about these. A patient is
usually not clear whether an Ayurvedic
practitioner has the necessary skill to per-
form one of these operations. Now, they
know exactly what an Ayurveda doctor is
capableof.Theskill setshavebeendefined.
This will remove question marks on the
ability of an Ayurveda practitioner,"
Hemantha Kumar of the Jaipur-based
National Institute of Ayurveda said.
The notification mentions 58 surgical

proceduresthatpostgraduatestudentsmust
trainthemselvesin,andacquireskillstoper-
form independently. These include proce-
dures in general surgery, urology, surgical
gastroenterology, andophthalmology.

Whatarethe IMA’sobjections?
IMA doctors insist that they are not op-

posedtothepractitionersof theancientsys-
temofmedicine.But theysaythenewnoti-
ficationsomehowgivestheimpressionthat
the skills or trainingof theAyurvedadoctor
in performing modern surgeries are the
sameas thosepractisingmodernmedicine.
This, they say, is misleading, and an "en-
croachment into the jurisdiction and com-
petenciesofmodernmedicine".
The fact that Ayurveda institutions pre-

scribe textbooks frommodernmedicine,or
thattheycarryoutsurgerieswiththehelpof
practitionersofmodernmedicine,isnotrea-
sonenoughtoallowthisencroachment,said
KMAbulHasan,chairmanof theIMAJunior
Doctors'Network.
A statement from the IMA said it con-

demned the “predatory poaching onmod-
ernmedicineanditssurgicaldisciplines"by
CCIM (Central Council of IndianMedicine,
which functions under the Ministry of
Ayush). “This is another step to legitimise
mixopathy,” it said.
Avinash Bhondwe, president of the

Maharashtra chapter of IMA, said the CCIM
hadclaimedthatallthesemodernsurgeries
areactuallyAyurvedicprocedures,andhave
Sanskritnames.“Allthecommonprocedures
in all the surgical specialities have been in-
cludedinthenotification.Theyhavenotified
these asAyurvedaprocedures. They should
also explain, with proof, how each of these
proceduresmentioned in Ayurveda litera-
tureisequivalenttothemodernsurgicalpro-
cedures,"Bhondwesaid.
TheIMAisalsoupsetwiththerecentde-

cision of NITI Aayog to set up four commit-
tees for integrating the various systems of
medicine in medical education, practice,
publichealth,andadministration,aswellas
research. It says such an integrationwould
lead to the death of themodern system of
medicine.
The IMA has demanded that the notifi-

cation as well as the NITI Aayogmove to-
wards ‘One Nation One System’ be with-
drawn. “If the government does not accept
our demands, IMAwill file a petition in the
SupremeCourt,” saidRVAsokan,Secretary-
Generalof IMA.

Surgery as part of Ayurveda
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

Thegovernmenthasnotifiedcompulsorysurgicalprocedures forPG studentsofAyurveda.Howdoes
Ayurvedadealwithsurgery,andwhyistheIndianMedicalAssociationupsetwiththenotification?

AJAYKHAPE
PUNE,DECEMBER4

MAHARASHTRA’S RULING Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA), an alliance of the Shiv Sena,
NCP, and Congress, haswon four of the six
Maharashtra Legislative Council seats for
whichvoting tookplaceonDecember1.
Elections were held for three graduate

seatsofNagpur,Pune,andAurangabad;two
teachers’ seats of Pune and Amravati; and
one localbodyseat fromDhule-Nandurbar.
Thiswasthefirststate-levelelectionafter

theMVA formed the government, keeping
the BJP, the single largest party in the
Legislative Assembly, out of power. The
MVA's victories are important also because
eachof theseCouncil seats represents elec-
tors ina largegeographical areaof thestate.

Seats and electors
The Upper House of Maharashtra legis-

lature has 78 members, 66 of whom are
elected, and the rest nominated.Members
areelected fora six-year term.
Ofthe66electedmembersintheCouncil,

30areelectedbymembersof theLegislative
Assembly; 22 are elected by local bodies

from21divisions;andsevenmemberseach
areelectedfromamonggraduatesandteach-
ersofthesevenrevenuedivisionsofthestate
—Mumbai, Amravati, Nashik, Aurangabad,
Konkan,Nagpur, andPune.

Graduate constituencies
Only thosewhohave aBachelor’s degree

fromarecogniseduniversityareeligibletopar-
ticipateintheelectionsforthegraduateseats.
Voters are enrolled afresh before each

election,andapplicantshavetosubmitproof
ofeducationwithaBachelor’sdegreeforen-
rolment as an elector. The electedmember
isexpectedtoraisetheissuesoftheeducated
class in theUpperHouse.
Of the seven graduate constituencies in

theCouncil, theBJP,NCP, andCongressnow
have twomembers each, and the Shiv Sena
hasone.

Teachers constituencies
Forteachersconstituencies,professional

teachers,employedeitherinthegovernment
or the private sector, are eligible to register
themselves as voters. The teacher electors
chooseoneamongthemselvestoraisetheir
issues in theLegislativeCouncil.
TheSena,NCP,Congress,BJP,LokBharati

(LB), Peasants andWorkers’ Party (PWP) of
India and an Independent candidate now
havea seat each in the teachers constituen-
cies in theCouncil.

ForMVA, vindication
This was the first election inwhich the

Sena,NCP,andCongressforgedapre-pollal-
liance with the aim of consolidating their
strength in the state. The three parties see
the victories as an indication of the accept-
ance of their alliance by the people. Senior
NCPleadershavesaidthealliancesucceeded
incutting theBJP tosize.
After Friday's showing, theMVAwould

want to have a pre-poll alliance for all elec-
tions in the state.Maharashtra is scheduled
tohavelocalbodypollsearlynextyear.“Iwill
havediscussionswiththeleadersofthethree
alliancepartners inorder to implement the
same pre-poll strategy for all forthcoming
polls,”DeputyChiefMinisterAjitPawarsaid.

For BJP, amajor setback
The results of theCouncil electionsarea

blow to theBJP. The failure to retain its bas-
tion of Nagpur and the Pune graduate con-
stituencywillhurtthepartythemost,while
raising thehopesof its rivals.

TheNagpurseathasinthepastbeenrep-
resented by UnionMinister Nitin Gadkari,
and Gangadhar Fadnavis, father of former
ChiefMinisterDevendraFadnavis.OnFriday,
Fadnavis conceded that the results of the
electionswere not up to the BJP's expecta-
tions, and that the party had failed to cor-
rectly gauge the combined strength of the
three rulingparties.

Thewinners and losers
TheCongress,whichhasbeen indecline

in the Nagpur region, haswon the Nagpur
seat after decades. AbhijitWanjarri of the
Congress defeated Sandip Joshi of the BJP, a
closeconfidantof Fadnavis's.
The Pune seat had been represented

twiceearlierbystateBJPchief Chandrakant
Patil.OnFriday,theNCP'sArunLaddefeated
Sangram Deshmukh of the BJP by a huge
margin.
Satish Chavan of the NCP retained the

Aurangabadseat,comfortablydefeatingthe
BJPcandidate, ShirishBoralkar.
Former Congress MLC Ambrish Patel,

who fought the election on BJP ticket, won
the Dhule-Nandurbar seat, while
Independent candidate Kiran Sarnaikwon
theAmravatidivision teachers seat.

Maharashtra Council polls, in perspective

12
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

POOJAPILLAI
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER4

THE SINGAPORE Food Agency (SFA) ap-
proved this week the sale of a lab-grown
meatproduct.Thisisthefirsttimecultured
meathasbeenclearedforsaleanywherein
theworld.TheproductapprovedbytheSFA
isculturedchicken,producedbyUS-based
East Just.Thecompanyhasannouncedthe
product will bemanufacturedwith local
partnersunder itsnewbrandGOODMeat.

Whyis thisabigdeal?
In its June 2020 Food Outlook Report,

theUNFoodandAgricultureOrganisation
(FAO) stated that worldmeat output was
set to contract row to 333million tonnes,
1.7% less than in 2019. The disruption has
beencausedmainlybyCovid-19,but ithas
added to alreadywidespread fears about
zoonoticdiseases,especiallyAfricanswine

feverandhighlypathogenicavianinfluenza.
This provides an opportunity to the al-

ternative meat industry. According to a
Nielsen report fromMay this year, the sale
of plant-based meats, which have been
available in retail outlets and restaurants
since 2018, grew by 264% in the US over a
nine-week period that endedMay 2. The
marketforalternativeproteinswasgrowing
evenbeforethepandemic:ina2019report,
Barclays predicted that alternativemeat
couldcapture10%ofthe$1.4-trillionglobal
meat market over the next decade. But
whileplant-basedmeatswerefindingmore
andmorefavour,commercialavailabilityof
lab-grownmeat(orculturedmeat)wasstill
manyyears in the future.
This iswhy the approval by Singapore

to cultured chicken is seen as significant.

Howis lab-grownorculturedmeat
different fromplant-basedmeat?
The latter ismade from plant sources

such as soy or pea protein, while cultured
meat is growndirectly fromcells in a labo-
ratory.Bothhavethesameobjective:tooffer
alternativestotraditionalmeatproductsthat
could feed a lotmore people, reduce the
threatofzoonoticdiseases,andmitigatethe
environmentalimpactofmeatconsumption.
In terms of cellular structure, cultured

or cultivatedmeat is the same as conven-
tional meat — except that culturedmeat
doesnotcomedirectly fromanimals.
According to the Good Food Institute

(GFI)’s2019Stateof theIndustryReporton
cultivated meats, compared to conven-
tional beef, cultivated beef could reduce
landusebymorethan95%,climatechange
emissions by 74-87% and nutrient pollu-
tionby94%.
The report adds that since cultivated

meatiscreatedincleanfacilities,theriskof
contamination by pathogens such as sal-
monella and E coli, whichmay be present
in traditional slaughterhouses andmeat-
packing factories, is significantly reduced.
Itdoesnotrequireantibioticseither,unlike
animals raised formeat, thereby reducing
the threat posed topublic healthbygrow-
ingantibiotic resistance.

Whoelse ismakingculturedmeat?
According to theGFI report, by the end

of2019,55companieswerefocusedoncul-
tivatedmeat products, including Future
MeatTechnologies (chicken, lamb,beef) in
Israel, Biftek (beef) in Turkey, Cubiq Foods
(chicken fat) in Spain, Netherlands-based
Meatable (pork, beef), French company
Gourmet (foie gras) and US-based
MemphisMeats(beef,chicken,duck).Also
among these is Delhi-based Clear Meat,
which isdevelopingculturedchicken.

Howsoonwill culturedmeatbewidely
availabletoconsumers?
There are still significant hurdles to be

overcome before culturedmeat iswidely
available.Apartfromensuringthattheprod-
ucts are affordable— currently still a chal-
lenge—anddealingwithconsumermistrust,
producers of alternativemeatswill face re-
sistancefromtraditionalmeatproducers.
The world’s largest meat companies,

such as Nestlé, Tyson Foods and Perdue
Farms, have already jumped on the fast-

movingplant-basedmeatbandwagon.But
production of culturedmeat is difficult to
scaleupatpresent.
Conventionalmeat still dominates the

market, and industry lobbies have been
fightingtoholdontotheirmarket,notleast
by challenging the very idea of alternative
meats. The application of meat-related
terms,suchasburgerandsausage,toplant-
basedproductshasbeenchallenged in the
EU(wherethebidfailed)andtheUS(where
ithashadsomesuccess)onthegroundthat
thesemisleadconsumers.
Thechargeagainstlab-grownmeat, led

byagricultureandhusbandrybodies,isthat
itsimplyisn’tmeatif itdidn’tcomefroman
animal.TheUSCattlemen’sAssociation,for
example, successfully lobbiedMissouri to
pass aBill ruling that plant-based and lab-
grownmeats cannot be calledmeats. The
CattleCouncilofAustraliahasbeenputting
similar pressure on the country’s govern-
mentsince2018.
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Lab-grownchicken.MemphisMeats

Rain,anAtlanticbottlenosedolphin.UnivrsityofCalifornia–SantaCruz

Medical studentsofMaharashtra InstituteofMedicalEducationandResearch's
collegeatTalegaondisplayapledgetoresist ‘mixopathy’. IndianMedicalAssociation
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SPACE

Chineseprobe
carryinglunar
rocksliftsoff
fromMoon
ACHINESEspacecraftlifted
off from the Moon
Thursdaynightwithaload
oflunarrocks,thefirststage
of its return to Earth, the
government spaceagency
reported. Chang’e 5, the
thirdChinesespacecraft to
landontheMoon andthe
firsttotakeofffromitagain,
isthelatestinaseriesofin-
creasingly ambitiousmis-
sionsforBeijing’sspacepro-
gramme,whichalsohas a
orbiterandroverheadedto
Mars. The Chang’e 5
toucheddownTuesdayon
theMoon. Itsmission:col-
lect about 2 kg of lunar
rocksandbringthemback
toEarth, the first returnof
samples since Sovietmis-
sionsinthe1970s.AP

Asimulated imageof
theChang’e-5
spacecraft.AP

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

CHINA

Coalmine
accidentleaves
23trapped
EXCESSIVE CARBON
monoxide levels at a
mine inChongqinghave
trapped 23 people un-
derground, China’s offi-
cialXinhuanewsagency
reportedonFriday, inthe
second such accident in
the southwestern mu-
nicipality in little over
two months. The inci-
dent occurred at the
Diaoshuidongcoalmine
at around 5 pm local
time on Friday, Xinhua
said, adding that the lo-
cal police and fire de-
partments immediately
lodged rescue efforts,
while the cause is under
investigation.REUTERS

AUSTRALIA

GreatBarrierReef
in‘criticalstate,
deteriorating’
THEHEALTHofAustralia’s
Great Barrier Reef, the
world’smostextensiveand
spectacular coral reef
ecosystem, is in a critical
state anddeteriorating as
climatechangewarmsup
thewatersinwhichitlies,a
conservation group said.
TheWorldHeritage-listed
site off Australia’s north-
easterncoasthaslostmore
than half its coral in the
past threedecades. Coral-
bleaching in 2016, 2017
and2020hasfurtherdam-
ageditshealthandaffected
itsanimal,birdandmarine
population, the
International Union for
Conservation of Nature
saidinareport.REUTERS

JAKECOYLE
NEWYORK,DECEMBER4

IN THEmost seismic shift by a
Hollywoodstudioyetduringthe
pandemic,WarnerBros.Pictures
onThursdayannouncedthatall
of its2021filmslate—including
anewMatrixmovie,Godzilla vs.
Kong and the Lin-Manuel
Miranda adaptation In the
Heights—will stream on HBO
Max at the same time the films
play in theatres.
Among the myriad release

plan changes wrought by the
pandemic,nostudiohassofully
embracedstreamingasalifeline.
But after disappointing domes-

ticticketsalesforTenet,andwith
themajority of US theatres cur-
rently closed, the AT&T-owned
Warner Bros. will turn to a hy-
brid distribution model next
year.Filmswilldebutsimultane-
ously in theaters and on HBO
Max in theUSAfter onemonth,
they will stop streaming and
continuetoplayonlyintheaters.
The move follows Warner

Bros.’ decision to put Wonder
Woman 1984 on HBO Max in
December, alongwith a concur-
renttheatricalrun.Ifthatpivotsent
shockwavesthroughtheindustry,
Thursday’sannouncementrattled
Hollywoodtothecore.
“Given the unprecedented

time thatwe’re in,weneeded a

creative solution to address our
fans,ourfilmmakersandourex-
hibitors, said Ann Sarnoff, chief
executive of WarnerMedia

Studios, inaninterview.“Bigand
bold isanecessity rightnow.”
Sarnoff called it a “temporary

solution” anda “one-year plan.”

Thestudiosaidotheroptions—re-
leasingbig-budget filmssolely in
reducedcapacity theatresorde-
laying films another year —
weren’t appealing.WarnerBros.'
move amounts to an acknowl-
edgementthatanyfullreboundfor
theatersisstillayearormoreaway.
“We’vegottogetpeopleback

in theaters at full capacity at
somepoint. Ifyoureadthemed-
icalexpertsthat’sgoingtotakea
while to work its way through
the system,” said Sarnoff. “If we
saw an end in sight to the pan-
demic, wemight have a differ-
ent strategy. But we don’t see
thatat thismoment.”
HBOMax is only available in

theUnitedStates.Internationally,

the studio’s17 filmsplanned for
2021 releasewill roll out exclu-
sively intheatres.
Warner Bros.' decision res-

onates especially because the
117-year-old studio of The
WizardofOzandCasablancahas
long been a market-leader in
Hollywood—andoneknownas
especiallysupportiveoftheatres.
Thestudiohasgenerally ranked
among the top two studios in
market share over the past
decade—mostrecentlydwarfed
only byWalt Disney.Warner’s
filmstypicallyaccountfor$1.5-2
billion annual in ticket sales in
NorthAmerica—alotofmoney
to compensate for in HBOMax
subscribers.AP

PANDEMIC CHANGES HOLLYWOOD

In seismic shift, Warner Bros to stream all 2021 films

Astill fromtheupcomingWarnerBros filmDune.AP

JULHASALAM
DHAKA,DECEMBER4

AUTHORITIESINBangladeshon
Friday sent the first group of
more than 1,500 Rohingya
refugeestoanisolatedislandde-
spite calls by human rights
groups forahalt to theprocess.
The 1,642 refugees boarded

sevenBangladeshinavalvesselsin

theportofChittagongforthetrip
toBhashanChar, according toan
officialwhocouldnotbenamed
inaccordancewithlocalpractice.
Afteraboutathree-hourtrip

theyarrivedattheisland,which
was once regularly submerged
bymonsoon rains but now has
floodprotectionembankments,
houses, hospitals andmosques
built at a costofmore than$112
millionbytheBangladeshnavy.

Located 34 km from the
mainland, the island surfaced
only20yearsagoandwasnever
inhabited.
SalehNoman, a Bangladeshi

journalistwhotravelledwith the
refugees, saidbyphone fromthe
islandthattherefugeesweregiven
rice, eggs andchickens for lunch
after their body temperatures
weremeasuredbyhealthworkers
asacoronavirusprecaution.

The island’s facilitiesarebuilt
toaccommodate100,000people,
just a fraction of the million
Rohingyawhohavefledwavesof
violentpersecutionintheirnative
Myanmarandarecurrentlyliving
incrowdedrefugeecamps.
TheUNhas voiced concern

thatrefugeesbeallowedtomake
a “free and informed decision”
aboutwhether to relocate to the
islandintheBayofBengal.AP

SHAINAAHLUWALIA&
SANGAMESWARANS
DECEMBER4

OVER 1.5 million people have
lost their lives due to Covid-19
with one death reported every
nine seconds on aweekly aver-
age,asvaccinationsaresettobe-
gin inDecember in a handful of
developednations.
Half a million deaths oc-

curred in just the last two
months, indicating that the
severity of the pandemic is far
fromover.Nearly65millionpeo-
ple globally have been infected
by thediseaseand theworst af-
fected country, United States, is
currentlybattlingathirdwaveof
coronavirus infections.
In the lastweek alone,more

than10,000people in theworld
diedonaverageeverysingleday,
which has been steadily rising
eachpassingweek.Many coun-
tries across theworld are now
fighting secondand thirdwaves
evengreaterthanthefirst,forcing
newrestrictionsoneverydaylife.
Thenovelcoronaviruscaused

moredeathsinthepastyearthan
tuberculosis in 2019 and nearly
fourtimesthenumberofdeaths
due tomalaria, according to the
WorldHealthOrganisation.
TheUnited States continues

toleadintermsof fatalities,with
over273,000deathsalone.North
America and LatinAmerican re-
gionscombinedhavemorethan
50%ofallcoronavirusdeathsthat
havebeenreported.
The Latin American region,

the worst-affected globally in
terms of fatalities, recently sur-
passedover450,000deaths.
OnWednesday, Britain be-

came the first country to ap-
provethevaccinecandidatede-
velopedbyGermany’sBioNTech
andPfizerInc, jumpingaheadof
the rest of theworld in the race
to begin a crucialmass inocula-
tionprogramme.However, sup-

pliesareexpectedtobeverylim-
ited in the early stages which
meansthateverycountrybegin-
ningthedrivewillhavetopriori-
tisebasedonrisk factors.
US health regulators are ex-

pected to approve distribution
and administration of the vac-
cine inmid-December.
Africaaimstohave60%of its

population vaccinated against
Covid-19withinthenext twoto
three years, the African Union’s
disease control group said on
Thursday. The continent of 1.3
billionpeoplehasrecordedmore
than2.2millionconfirmedcoro-
navirus infections.REUTERS

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,DECEMBER4

THEUS government has filed a
lawsuitagainstFacebook,accus-
ingthesocialmediagiantof “in-
tentionalandwidespread”viola-
tionsof the laws todiscriminate
against Americanworkers and
favourH-1Bvisaholders.
H-1Bisanon-immigrantvisa

thatallowsUScompaniestoem-
ployforeignworkersinspeciality
occupationsthatrequiretheoret-
ical or technical expertise.Most
of the nearly 600,000H-1B visa
holdersarefromIndiaandChina.
Thelawsuit,filedonThursday

bytheUSJusticeDepartment,al-

legesthatFacebookrefusedtore-
cruit, consider or hire qualified
andavailableUSworkersforover
2,600 positions and instead, re-
served for temporary visa hold-
ers it sponsored for permanent
work authorisation (or “green
cards”) in connectionwith the
permanent labour certification
process(PERM).
ThePERMprocessrequiresan

employer to first demonstrate

that there are no qualified and
availableUSworkers for the po-
sitionthat theemployerplansto
offertothetemporaryvisaholder.
The positions that were the

subjectofFacebook’sallegeddis-
crimination againstUSworkers
offered an average salary of ap-
proximately$156,000.
According to the lawsuit,

which followed a nearly two-
year investigationbytheJustice
Department, Facebook inten-
tionally createdahiringsystem
inwhich it denied qualified US
workers a fair opportunity to
learn about and apply for jobs
that the company instead
soughttochanneltotemporary
visaholders.PTI

TREVORHUNNICUTT
WILMINGTON,DECEMBER4

USPRESIDENT-ELECT JoeBiden
saidonThursdayhewouldpub-
licly take a coronavirus vaccine
to demonstrate its safety to the
publicandpledgedtoretain the
nation’s topadviseron thepan-
demic, Anthony Fauci, whenhe
takesofficenextmonth.
“Peoplehave lost faith in the

ability of the vaccine to work,”
Biden told CNN in an interview
thatairedonThursday.
Fauci,directoroftheNational

InstituteofAllergyandInfectious
Diseases and a member of
PresidentDonald Trump’s coro-
navirus task force, met with
Biden’sadvisersonthepandemic
earlierintheday.Intheinterview,
BidensaidheaskedFauci to stay
onasachiefmedicaladviser.
In the interview alongside

Vice President-Elect Kamala
Harris,BidencalledforCongress
topass the $908billionbill pro-
posed bymoderates in the US
Senate,butsaidthatitshouldbe
viewed as a “start” to providing
relief during the pandemic.
“People are really hurting,” he
said. “They’re scared todeath.”
Trumpattimeshascriticized

Fauci’s insistence on aggressive
measures to combat the Covid-
19 pandemic, which has now
claimed273,000US lives.
Biden said that as president,

hewill ordermasks to beworn
in federal buildings and trans-
portation hubs. He said hewill

askAmericanstowearmasksfor
the first 100 days of his admin-
istration.
Biden’s remarks on taking a

vaccine after three formerpresi-
dents—Bill Clinton, GeorgeW.
Bush and BarackObama— said
theywouldpubliclygetthecoro-
navirus vaccine as a way to
demonstrateitssafety.REUTERS

Coronavirus claims
1.5mn lives globally
Averageof10,000deathsdaily in thepastweekalone

Peopledineoutside inseparatedomes inLondon.Britain
went intotwolockdowns inrecentmonths in itsbidto fight
multiplesurgesofCovid-19.Reuters

Biden says he will
publicly take Covid
vaccine, keep Fauci
StatementcomesafterObama,Bush,
Clintonsaywill get shots inpublic

London:America’s top infec-
tiousdiseaseexperthasapol-
ogised for suggestingUKau-
thorities rushed their
authorisation of a Covid-19
vaccine, sayinghehas “great
faith”inthecountry’sregula-
tors.DrAnthonyFauci,direc-

tor of the
National
Institute of
Allergy and
Infectious
Diseases,had
saidinanear-
lierinterview
thatUKregu-

lators hadn’t acted “as care-
fully”astheUSFoodandDrug
Administration.Faucisaidlate
Thursdaythathemeanttosay
US authorities do things dif-
ferently than their British
counterparts, not better, but
his comments weren’t
phrasedproperly.AP

Fauci

FAUCIAPOLOGISES
FORSUGGESTINGUK
RUSHEDVACCINECALL

VivekMurthy

Vivek Murthy
picked to be
next US Surgeon
General: report

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,DECEMBER4

USPRESIDENT-ELECT JoeBiden
has tappedhiskeyCovid-19ad-
viser Dr Vivek Murthy as the
next SurgeonGeneral, a role for
whichhewasappointedduring
the Obama administration and
hadtoleaveabruptlyduringthe
current Trump administration,
according toamedia report.
The 43-year-old Indian-

American doctor is one of the
three co-chairs of the Biden’s
Covid-19AdvisoryBoard.
“Vivek HMurthy, a former

US surgeon general, has been
asked to reprise the role in an
expanded version in the new
administration,” The
Washington Post reported on
Thursday,quotinganindividual
familiarwith thedecision.
A formal announcement in

thismatter is expectedsoon.
Thesurgeongeneralservesa

four-year term and is the top
government official on public
health issues. Jerome Adams is
theincumbentSurgeonGeneral.
Murthyisexpectedtobepart

of a teamof healthcare officials
chargedwithtacklingCovid-19,
the issue Biden has saidwould
be his top priority upon taking
office, the report said.PTI

Rohingyarefugeesboardashipas theyaremovedtoBhashanChar island inBangladeshonFriday.Reuters

First Rohingya arrive at Bangladesh island

US govt sues Facebook, alleges
bias against American workers

REUTERS
DUBAI, DECEMBER4

QATAR’SFOREIGNministersaid
onFriday therehasbeenmove-
mentonresolvingabitterdiplo-
matic dispute among the Gulf
countries but he could not pre-
dict whether a breakthrough
wasimminentorwouldfullyre-
solve thematter.
The US and Kuwait have

worked to enda rowafter Saudi
Arabia,theUAE,BahrainandEgypt
cutdiplomatic,tradeandtravelties
withQatarsincemid-2017.
Qatar’s Foreign Minister

Sheikh Mohammed bin
AbdulrahmanAl-Thani’s com-
mentstoanItaliandiplomaticcon-
ference comeafterWhiteHouse
senioradviserJaredKushnerheld
talks inDohaonWednesday fol-
lowingavisittoSaudiArabia.
“Right now there are some

movementsthatwehopewillput
an end to this crisis,” Sheikh
Mohammed, told the
“MediterraneanDialogues”online
conference,speakingbyvideolink.
“We are hopeful that things

will move in the right direction
right now. We cannot predict
whether it will be imminent or
resolve the issue inoneday.”
Theother fournationsaccuse

Doha of supporting terrorism.

Qatar,which hosts the region’s
largestUSmilitarybase,deniesthe
chargesandsaystheboycottaims
toundermineitssovereignty.

Thegovtallegedthat
Facebookrefusedtohire
qualifiedUSworkersin
favourofH-1Bholders

Qatar’sForeignMinister
SheikhMohammedbin
AbdulrahmanAl-Thani

JohnRatcliffe

US intelligence
director says
China is greatest
threat to America

DEBRIECHMANN
WASHINGTON,DECEMBER4

CHINAPOSESthegreatestthreat
toAmericaandtherestofthefree
worldsinceWorldWarII,outgo-
ingNationalIntelligenceDirector
John Ratcliffe said Thursday as
theTrumpadministrationramps
upanti-Chineserhetorictopres-
surePresident-electJoeBidento
betoughonBeijing.
“The intelligence is clear:

BeijingintendstodominatetheUS
andtherestoftheplaneteconom-
ically,militarily and technologi-
cally,”Ratcliffewrote inanop-ed
published Thursday in TheWall
Street Journal. “Many of China’s
majorpublicinitiativesandpromi-
nentcompaniesofferonlyalayer
of camouflage to theactivities of
theChineseCommunistParty.”
“I call its approach of eco-

nomic espionage ‘rob, replicate
and replace,’” Ratcliffe said.
“China robs US companies of
theirintellectualproperty,repli-
cates the technology and then
replaces the US firms in the
globalmarketplace.”
In Beijing, foreignministry

spokespersonHuaChunyingdis-
missed the editorial as a further
movetospread“falseinformation,
politicalvirusesandlies”inhopes
of damaging China’s reputation
andChina-USrelations.AP

London clears way to make
Ambedkar House a museum
ADITIKHANNA
LONDON,DECEMBER4

LOCAL AUTHORITIES in north
Londonhaveformallyclearedthe
operationofAmbedkarHouseas
amuseum in honour of the ar-
chitectoftheIndianConstitution
after it was approved as a land-
markassociatedwith“oneofthe
founding fathers of modern
India”earlier intheyear.
CamdenCouncilgavethefinal

go-ahead for themuseumafter
UK Communities Secretary
Robert Jenrickhad intervened to
grantretrospectiveplanningper-
missionfor10KingHenry’sRoad
in Camden, where
DrBRAmbedkarlivedin1921-22
during his student days at the
LondonSchoolofEconomics.

Theminister’sMarch order
cameattheendofaninquiryfol-
lowinganappealagainstCamden
Council’splanningrefusal.
Camden Council, the local

authority which had originally
opposed the application, said it
accepted the decision based on
additionalevidenceprovidedby
the Indianauthorities.PTI

ONEOFthemajorreasons
forSaudiArabiaanditsGulf
alliestobetakingpartinthe
processaimedateventually
endingtheboycottofQataris
theirfearthatIrancouldbe-
comestrongeraftertheend
of theTrumpadministration.
Qatarhashadclosetieswith
Iran,andtheSaudiswill
likelyhopethatif theyare
abletobringDohatotheir
corner, itwillbecomeeasier
toisolateTehran.

Oneeye
onIranE●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

Qatar Foreign Minister says ‘some
movement’ towards ending Gulf row

Ambedkar livedat10King
Henry’sRoadfrom1921-22

New Delhi
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UNDERONTAPTARGETEDLONG-TERMREPOOPERATIONS

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER4

THERESERVEBankof India(RBI)
has decided to bring the 26
stressedsectors identifiedby the
Kamath Committeewithin the
ambitofsectorseligibleunderon
tap Targeted Long-Term Repo
Operations (TLTRO), providing
more liquidity to theslowdown-
hiteconomy.
UnderTLTRO,bankscaninvest

inspecificsectorsthroughdebtin-
struments like corporate bonds,
commercialpapersandnon-con-
vertible debentures (NCDs) to
push thecredit flow in theecon-
omy. Thecentral bankhadbrou-
ghtfivesectorsannouncedunder
theTLTROschemeonOctober21.
The RBI had announced the

TLTROonTapschemeonOctober
9,2020whichwillbeavailableup
toMarch31,2021.Accordingly, it
was decided to conduct on tap
TLTROwith tenorsof up to three
years for a total amount of up to
Rs 1 lakh crore at a floating rate
linkedtothepolicyreporatewith
flexibilitytoenhancetheamount
andperiodafterareviewofthere-
sponsetothescheme,theRBIsaid

According to State Bank of
IndiaChairmanDineshKhara,the
RBIannouncementof theexten-
sion of on tap TLTRO to stressed
sectorsisaperfectexampleofco-
ordinatedmonetary and fiscal
policycoordination,ahallmarkof
thecurrentpandemic.
As part of theAatmanirbhar

BharatPackage3.0announcedon
November 12, theCentre launc-
hed the Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme 2.0 (ECLGS
2.0)underwhichthecorpusofRs
3 lakhcroreof existingECLGS1.0
wasextendedtoprovide100per
centguaranteedcollateralfreead-
ditional credit to entities in 26

stressedsectors identifiedby the
Kamath panel plus health care
sectorwithcreditoutstandingof
aboveRs50croreanduptoRs500
croreasonFebruary29,2020.
AccordingtotheRBI,banksare

encouraged tosynergise the two
schemes by availing funds from
RBIunderontapTLTROandseek
guaranteeunderECLGS2.0topro-
videcreditsupporttostressedsec-
tors. Liquidity availed by banks
under the schemeshouldbede-
ployed in corporatebonds, com-
mercialpapers,andnon-convert-
ible debentures issued by the
entitiesinspecificsectorsoverand
above the outstanding level of
their investments in such instru-
mentsasonSeptember30,2020.
ReactingtotheMPCdecisions,

PunjabNationalBankMD&CEO
CHSSMallikarjunaRaosaid,“The
growth is expected to be better
with theGDPestimatebeing re-
visedupwardsforFY21.Liquidity
measureshavebeenannounced
toreviveactivityandontapTLTRO
hasbeenextendedtothestressed
sectors identifiedby theKamath
committee. The credit offtake is
expectedtogetaboostgoingfor-
ward,weexpectittotopatleast8
percentinthedaystocome.”

BRIEFLY
RILarmplanfor
RelianceInfratel
New Delhi: The National
CompanyLawTribunalhas
approveda resolutionplan
submittedbyRelianceProje-
cts&PropertyManagement
Services Ltd, an arm of
RelianceIndustries(RIL),for
Reliance Infratel, a regula-
toryfilingbyRILsaidFriday.

IKEAstorein
NaviMumbai
NewDelhi: Furnishings re-
tailerIKEAwillopenitsseco-
ndIndianstore,afterthefirst
oneopenedinHyderabadin
August 2018, in NaviMu-
mbaionDecember18. PTI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER4

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday said the
farmlaws,againstwhichfarmers
areprotesting,werenotpassedin
ajiffybythegovernmentandalot
of discussion and consultations
happenedwithnumerousstake-
holders before these legislations
werefinalised.ShesaidtheCentre
isengagingwithfarmersandho-
pedsomesolutionwillbefound.
“UnderPrimeMinisterNaren-

draModi,alotofhomeworkhap-
pensbeforeafinalcallistakenon
anything.Consultationstakeplace
atvariouslevels.Thesearethings
that havebeen in thediscussion
for a very long time. Everyparty
has spokenabout it, in fact these
reformswerepart of theirmani-
festos.Itwasnotsomethingdone
in a jiffy ... these ideashavegone
through the grind,” Sitharaman
said, while addressing the
Hindustan Times Leadership
Summitviavideoconference.
She said thegovernmenthas

extensively used theminimum
supportprice(MSP)tohelpfarm-
ers,andboththeMSPandAPMC
(agricultural produce market
committee)systemwillcontinue
underthenewregimeaswell.
Farmers fromvarious states

areprotestingaroundDelhiagai-
nstthethreeagriculturelawspas-
sedinthelastParliamentsession.
“Iftherearefarmerswhohave

doubts andwant to speak about
it, I amglad that theAgriculture
Ministerissittingandengagingin
meaningful conversationwith
themwithanopenmind. I hope
somethingwillcomeoutofit,”she
said.Thereareindicationsthatthe
government could amend three
majorprovisions in the Farmers’
Produce Trade and Commerce
(PromotionandFacilitation)Act,
which are key to themost con-

testedlegislation.
To a query on whether the

Centrewill allocate a significant
amount in the FY22 Budget for
vaccinationagainstCovid-19,the
FinanceMinistersaidexactdetails
of thecosts involvedareyettobe
ascertained. “As of today,wedo
notknowwhatwillbethedetails
that come with the vaccine,
whetheritwillbeonedoseortwo
dose, are two doses going to be
sufficient, orwill therebe recur-
renceofdosesaftersixmonths.”
Sitharamanhighlighted that

theeconomyisrecoveringsharply
fromeffectsofthepandemic,with
consumptiondemandexpected
tosustainandinvestmentpicking
upgoing forward.Banksaresee-
ing companies coming for fund-
ing for their capital expenditure
plans.Withtherecoveryand liq-
uidityleadingtobumpupininfla-
tion,Sitharamansaidshewasnot
“worried about inflation” as it
seemsmostlyseasonalandunder
controlasofnow.
TheMonetaryPolicyCommit-

teeoftheReserveBankofIndiaon
Fridaynotedthatinflationislikely
to remainelevated, barring tran-
sient relief in thewintermonths
frompricesofperishables.TheRBI
haspeggedCPIinflationat6.8per
cent forthethirdquarterofFY21,
5.8percentforQ4,and5.2-4.6per
cent in the first half of 2021-22,
withrisksbroadlybalanced.

KHUSHBOONARAYAN
MUMBAI,DECEMBER4

RBIGOVERNORShaktikantaDas
onFridaysaidthecentralbankhas
not takenadecisionon the issue
of allowing industrial houses to
enter the banking sector. Two
weeks ago, an internalworking
group (IWG) constituted by the
RBItostudyownershipstructures
of private lendershad suggested
aguardedentryofcorporatesinto
thebanking space, conversionof
bigNBFCsintobanksandpromot-
erstohiketheirstakesfrom15per
centto26percent.
In apress conference follow-

ing themonetary policy review
Das said, “It is a report by the in-
ternalworking group. It should
not be seen as the RBI’s point of
viewor decision.” The IWGhad
externalmembers, acted inde-
pendently,andhadindependent
deliberations,Dassaid.
“TheRBIhasnottakenanyde-

cisionsofar,”Dasreiterated.“Our
approachisconsultative.”“There-
portoftheinternalworkinggroup
is in thepublic domain. After re-
ceiving comments from inter-
estedparties,thecentralbankwill
“examine thewholematter and
takeaconsidereddecision.”
The decision to allow indus-

trial houses to control bankshas
evokedmuchdebateandcontro-
versy at a timewhen therehave
beenmultiplebankfailureslead-
ing to bailouts (Yes Bank and
Lakshmi Vilas Bank), the scars
from the IL&FS andDHFL frauds
havenotyethealedandquestions
arebeingaskedabouttheRBI’ssu-
pervisorycapacity.Severalexperts
consulted by the IWGwere also
againstallowingbusinesshouses
intothebankingsector.
Former RBI Governor

Raghuram Rajan and former
deputy governor Viral Acharya
were the earliest to weigh in,
questioning the need for such a
proposalatthistime.
In anessaypostedonRajan’s

LinkedInprofile,theduosaidthat
the proposal to let industrial
houses into bankingwill lead to
“connected lending”which, ac-
cordingtothem,is“invariablydis-
astrous”andwouldfurther“exac-
erbate the concentration of
economic(andpolitical)powerin
certainbusinesshouses.”Thefor-
merRBIofficials termedthepro-
posal “bombshell” and advised
thatitwas“bestleftontheshelf.”
Similarly, in an op-ed in The

Indian Express, former chief eco-
nomicadvisorsArvindSubrama-
nian and Shankar Acharya, and
former finance secretary Vijay
Kelkar said the stepwould be a
“grievousmistake”which could
“seriouslysetbackeconomicand
politicaldevelopment.”

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Friday
urgedofficialsoftherevenuede-
partmenttosupportthegovern-
ment’seffortsinrevivinggrowth
oftheIndianeconomy.Speaking
at the63rdFoundingDayof the
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), she said
India’s growth is important for
global economic revival aswell.
TheDRIofficersshouldbeon

their toes to help government’s
attempts to ensure that “the
Indian economy finds resur-
gence, revives even during this
pandemic,postthelockdown,so
thatwecanbetheengineof the
global growth. We and our
growth is so important, being a
large democratic economy, for
theglobalrevival,”shesaidwhile
addressing officers via video
conference.
The800 leanandmeanstaff

of DRI has worked really hard,
and at times also faced point
blankgunthreatsinmanycases,
toensurethatthejobisdoneef-
fectively, shesaid. ENS

‘Attempts
to ensure
economy finds
resurgence’

‘AGRICULTUREMINISTER ISENGAGINGWITHFARMERS’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER4

THECOMPETITIONCommission
of India (CCI) is set to launch a
study intomultipleminority in-
vestments byprivate equity (PE)
firmsinthesamesector,theregu-
lator’s ChairmanAshok Kumar
Gupta said on Friday. He noted
thatinvestmentsbyprivateequity
players had surpassed strategic
FDIinvestmentsinIndia.
“The Commission has been

examiningtransactionsofsub-10
percentinvestmentsintargeten-
terprisebyprivateequityinvestors
wherethereisevenasingleboard
seat,” he said at a conference on
competitionlaworganisedbythe

ConfederationofIndianIndustry.
GuptasaidtheCCIhadnotedthat
some investors had invested in
multiplefirmsofthesameindus-
try and that the impact of com-
mon ownership by minority
shareholdersacrossfirmsoncom-
petitionneededtobeunderstood.
The CCI chief noted that the

studywouldbeaimedatgauging
the underlying incentives and
motivations of the commonkey

investors.“Itisimportanttolookat
the rights theyget toprotect the
legitimatefinancialinterests,from
theirshareholdings,andwhether
theserightscantranslateintotheir
abilitytoinfluencethedecisionof
afirm,”saidGupta.
The Commission is also cur-

rentlyconductingamarketstudy
onthepharmaceuticalsector, fo-
cussed on the distribution seg-
ment of the pharmamarket in
India, including discounts and
marginspoliciesatwholesaleand
retaillevelsofthedistributionsys-
tem, and the role and impact of
tradeassociationsoncompetition.
TheCCIhasimposedpenalties

onmany pharma trade bodies,
such as the Madhya Pradesh
Chemists and Druggist

Association,andtheFederationof
Gujarat State Chemists and
DruggistsAssociation.
On the e-commerce sector,

Guptasaidthatamassingofhuge
databy firstmovers to thedetri-
ment of newentrants and con-
sumers, andthephenomenonof
‘winnerstakeall’posedobjective
challengesbeforethecompetition
authorities. He noted that key
competition issues that arose in
theCCI’smarketstudyone-com-
merce— including lack of plat-
formneutrality, unfair platform
businesscontractterms,existence
ofplatformparityclausesandex-
clusive agreements—anddeep
discountingwerearesultofdispa-
rityinbargainingpowerbetween
platformsandotherbusinesses.

CCI to launch study into impact of multiple
investments by PE firms in same sector

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,DECEMBER4

WITHRETAILinflationremaining
elevated, theMon-
etary Policy Comm-
ittee(MPC)oftheRBI,
headedbyGovernor
ShaktikantaDas,de-
cidedtokeepthepol-
icy rates unchanged
forthethirdtimeina
row in the bi-
monthly monetary policy an-
nouncedonFriday.Thiseffectively
meanslendingrates inthebank-
ing system and EMIs on home,
auto andpersonal loanswill re-
mainmoreorlesssteady.

Whatarethecurrentrates?
The six-memberMPCvoted

unanimously to leave thepolicy

reporate,therateatwhichtheRBI
lendsfundstobanks,unchanged
at 4 per cent. It also decided to
continuewith the accommoda-
tivestanceofmonetarypolicyas

longasnecessary.

Whatconstraints
didthemonetary
policyface?
TheMPC is of the

view that inflation is
likely to remain ele-
vated, barring tran-

sient relief in thewintermonths
fromprices of perishables. This
constrainsmonetarypolicyatthe
current juncture fromusing the
spaceavailabletoactinsupportof
growth. “At the same time, the
signsof recoveryare far frombe-
ingbroad-basedandaredepend-
entonsustainedpolicysupport,”
theRBIsaid.

What’stheoutlookonthe
inflationfront?
TheRBI hasprojectedCPI in-

flationat6.8percentforthethird
quarterofFY21,5.8percentforQ4
of2020-21and5.2percentto4.6
percentinthefirsthalfofFY22.

Istherecoverypickingup
momentum?
TheMPCsaid recovery in ru-

raldemandislikelytobolsterfur-
ther,while urbandemand too is
gainingmomentumasunlocking
spursactivityandemployment.

What’stheRBI’sactionplan?
TheRBIsaiditwillcontinueto

respondtoglobalspill-oversinor-
der to secure domestic stability
withitsliquiditymanagementop-
erations.

Fullreporton
www.indianexpress.com

Why no change in policy rates

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER4

TATA POWER said Friday it re-
ceived the letter of intent (LoI)
from the Odisha Electricity
RegulatoryCommissionfordistri-
butionofpowertoconsumers in
westernandsouthernpartsofthe
state through the respectivedis-
coms,WESCOandSOUTHCO,for
thenext 25 years. The company
had, lastDecember,wonthedis-
tributionlicenseforCESU,another
Odishadiscom. It is also the sole
bidder forNESCO, the remaining
discominthestate.
Tata Powerwill owna51per

cent stake in thediscoms,while
theremainder49percentwillbe
heldbythegovernmentofOdisha.

InFY19, the fourOdishadiscoms
hadcumulativelypostedalossof
Rs 1,539 crore, of whichNESCO
lossescomprisedonlyRs2crore.
TataPowerhascommittedto

makeacapital expenditureof Rs
2,830crorecumulativelybetween
FY22 and FY26 onWESCO and
SOUTHCOdiscoms.
It aims to reduce aggregate

technicalandcommercial(AT&C)
lossesofSOUTHCOfromthecur-
rent level of 35.3per cent to14.8
percentintenyears.ForWESCO,
AT&Clossesaretargetedtobecut
to9.1percentfrom27.6percentin
thesameperiod.
InDelhi,whereTataPowerhas

a similar public-private partner-
shipmodelwiththeDelhigovern-
ment,thecompanyhasmanaged
to reduceAT&C losses from the

high of 53 per cent in 2002 to
around8percentatpresent.
AboutNESCO, forwhich the

company is the sole bidder,
Praveer Sinha, CEO&MD, Tata
Power, had told investors in
Novemberthat“theregulatorand
the government is taking a view
onwhether theywouldgive it to
us based onour offer or there is
goingtobearebid”.
Discombusinessplays ama-

jor role in Tata Power’s five-year
planning, as it envisages con-
sumerbase in this front to rise to
20million from the current 2.6
million subscribers.With grow-
ing opportunities in discompri-
vatisation,thecompanyistarget-
ingRs27,000crorerevenuefrom
transmission and distribution
businessbyFY25. FE

Tata Power wins bids for two more
Odisha discoms, to own 51% in both

Mumbai:ReserveBankGov-
ernor ShaktikantaDas said
banksandNBFCsneedtoin-
vest in robust IT systems to
maintainpublicconfidence.
Hisstatementcameadayaf-
terthecentralbankpulledup
HDFCBankforrepeatedout-
ages in its digital services.
“Overall, banks, NBFCs and
other lendersneed toboost
ITsystemstomaintainpub-
lic confidence.Weseeneed
formore investment in ro-
bustITsolutionsbyallfinan-
cialentities,”hesaid. ENS

‘Banks must
invest in robust
IT systems’

Yet to take decision
on industrial houses
in banking, says Das

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER4

THE RESERVE Bank decision to
keeppolicyratesunchangedand
maintain an accommodative
stanceforthecurrentandupcom-
ingyearboostedinvestorthesen-
timent, sending the benchmark
Sensexabovethe45,000levelfor
thefirsttime.The30-shareindex
soared 447 points to close at
45,079.55andtheNSENiftyrose
125pointsto13,258.55onhectic
buyingsupport.
Broadermarkets too ended

withhealthygainsof0.4percent
and 0.5 per cent, respectively.
Banking, telecomandconsumer
durableswere top performers.
The BSE Bankex shot up by 2.14
per cent. Short-termbondyields
camedownby9-10basispoints.
VinodNair, headof research,

Geojit Financial services, said,
“Possibilityforafurtherratecutin
near termcanbe ruledout, con-
sideringelevatedinflationlevels.
However,theRBIhasensuredam-
ple liquidity support on a timely
basis...Globally,renewedUSstim-
ulusnegotiationandvaccineroll-
outhasunderpinnedoptimism.”
ICICIBankshares rose4.2per

centandSBIgained2.77percent.
Analystssaidthedovishcom-

mentary from the RBI and im-
provedgrowthoutlook liftedthe
sentiment. “With all themajor
events behindus,we feel global
cueswould dictate themarket
trend ahead,” said AjitMishra,
VP—research,ReligareBroking.
A section of investors attrib-

utedthecurrentoptimismtothe
catch-up rally being played by
broadermarketswhicharetrying
tomatch their industrybellwet-
hers. “However, somesentimen-
tal credit for this upmove canbe
given to the acceptance of
Pfizer-BioNTechCovidvaccineby
theUKgovernmentwhichwould
surely play a remarkable role in
the concentratedefforts to over-
come thepandemic,” saidNirali
Shah, senior research analyst,
SamcoSecurities.

Status quo ‘to revive growth on adurable basis’

CompiledbyENSEconomicBureau

TheMonetary Policy Committee of theRBI on Friday kept key policy rates unchanged for the
third time in a row “to revive growth onadurable basis andmitigate the impact of Covid-19
on the economy,while ensuring that inflation remainswithin the target going forward”

4.00%Repo rate, at
which theRBI

lends fundswith security

3.35%Reverse repo
rate, atwhich

RBI borrows frombanks

4.25%Bank rate, at
whichRBI lends

short-term funds to banks
sans security

MPCSTANCE:Allmembers of
theMPC—ShashankaBhide,
AshimaGoyal, JayanthR.
Varma,Mridul K. Saggar,
Michael DebabrataPatra and
ShaktikantaDas—
unanimously voted for keeping
the policy repo rate and
accommodative stance
unchanges

INFLATIONFORECAST:The
RBI has projectedCPI inflation
at 6.8%forQ3FY21, 5.8%for
Q4and5.2%to4.6% in the
first half of 2021-22

GROWTHPROJECTION:
Real GDP is expected to
contract by 7.5% in FY21 and
expand by0.1% inQ3of
2020-21 and0.7% inQ4

REVISION INPOLICYRATES
(in%age)
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OTHERDECISIONS
NODIVIDENDPAYOUT
THISYEAR
Tostrengthenbanks’
balancesheets,theRBIhas
decidedthatbanksand
cooperativebanksshould
notmakeanydividend
payoutfromtheprofits
pertainingtoFY20.“Inview
oftheongoingstress... it is
imperativethatbanks
continuetoconservecapital
tosupporttheeconomy
andabsorblosses,”itsaid.

DIVIDENDPOLICY
FORNBFCs
TheRBIhasdecidedto
formulateguidelineson
dividenddistributionby
NBFCskeepinginviewtheir
increasingsignificancein
thefinancialsystemand
theirinterlinkageswith
differentsegments.Unlike
banks,currentlythereare
nonormsinplacewith
regardtodistributionof
dividendbyNBFCs.

DIGITALPAYMENT
GUIDELINES
Thecentralbankhas
proposedto issueRBI
(DigitalPaymentSecurity
Controls)Directions,2020
forregulatedentities toset
uparobustgovernance
structure forsuchsystems
andimplementcommon
minimumstandardsof
securitycontrols for
channels like internetand
mobilebanking, card
payments,amongothers.

CONTACTLESSCARD
LIMITHIKED
TheReserveBankhas
proposedtoenhance,at
thediscretionof theuser,
the limits forcontactless
cardtransactionsand
e-mandates forrecurring
transactionsthroughcards
(andUnifiedPayments
Interface,orUPI) from
Rs2,000toRs5,000from
January1,2021.

RBIoffersmore funds to26sectors
identified by Kamath Committee

ATRECORDCLOSING

TOAqueryonwhether the
Centrewillallocatea
significantamount inthe
FY22Budget forCovid-19
vaccination, theFinance
Minister, at theHindustan
TimesLeadershipSummit,
saidexactdetailsof the
costs involvedareyet
tobeascertained

VACCINEDETAILS YET TOBEASCERTAINED

Farm laws not done in a jiffy,
consultations took place at
various levels: Sitharaman

RBIGovernorShaktikanta
Dasaddresses themedia, in
MumbaionFriday. ANI

CCIChairmanAshok
KumarGuptasaid
investmentsbyPEfirms
hadsurpassedstrategic
FDIinvestmentsinIndia
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Sensex ends above 45,000-mark
buoyed by RBI policy decisions

London:Brent crude oil fu-
turesrosetojustunder$50a
barrel on Friday as expecta-
tionsofaUSeconomicstim-
uluspackageandhopesof a
vaccine for the coronavirus
overrode rising supply and
increasedCovid-19deaths.A
bipartisan$908billioncoro-
navirusaidplangainedmo-
mentumintheUSCongress.
Brent was up 42 cents at
$49.13abarrelby1619GMT,
whileUSWestTexasInterm-
ediaterose46centsto$46.10
a barrel. Both benchmarks
are set for a fifth straight
weekofgains. REUTERS

Brent moves
closer to $50/bbl

New Delhi
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“STOP CORONA — WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING & MAINTAIN HYGIENE”
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (EAP)-I

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT OF NCT DELHI
501, VARUNALAYA PHASE-I, KAROL BAGH NEW DELHI-110005

Press NIT NO:- 02 & 3 (2020-21)

Pre-bid meeting will be held on 14.12.2020 at 11:00 A.M. in the Conference Hall, Varunalya Phase-II, Jhandewalan, Karol Bagh,
New Delhi-110005.The NIT is available with bid forms and other details at http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in. Any future
amendment/ corrigendum, pre-bid reply etc. can only be seen on website.

S.

No.

Name of Work Amount put to
tender

Earnest Money (EMD) and
Tender fees

Date of release of
tender in E-

Procurement solution

Last date/ time
of receipt of

tender

1 "Improvement of Water Supply System including Operation
and Maintenance of Transmission & Distribution Pipes,
Pumping Stations, Service Connections and Consumer
Meters with DMA formation and NRW Reduction in
Chandrawal WTP Command Area, Package — 4 (East)".

Civil- Rs.8990.71
Iakhs E&M-
3234.00 lakhs
O&M- Lump Sum

EMD Rs.240 lakhs (Rs. 20.00
Iakhs through RTGS and balance
in form of Bank Guarantee (BG)
Tender Fee Rs.1500 /-

Tender ID no.
2020_DJB_197145_1
Dated: 03.12.2020.

08.01.20 21 up
to 3:00 PM

2 "Improvement of Water Supply System including Operation
and Maintenance of Transmission & Distribution Pipes,
Pumping Stations, Service Connections and Consumer
Meters with DMA formation and NRW Reduction in
Chandrawal WTP Command Area, Package - 3 (Central)".

Civil- Rs.44895.30
lakhs E&M-
4439.23 lakhs
O&M- Lump Sum

EMD Rs.772 lakhs (Rs. 20.00
Iakhs through RTGS and balance
in form of Bank Guarantee (BG)
Tender Fee Rs.1500 /-

Tender ID no.
2020_DJB_197197_1
Dated: 04.12.2020.

11.01.20 21 up
to 3:00 PM

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) Sd/-

Advt. No. J.S.V. 248(2020-21) EE(EAP)-I

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
E-NIT S. No. 75/PHEP/Fresh of 2020-21

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of J&K e-tenders Fresh (Two cover System) on Item Rate Basis includ-
ing the maintenance cost for a period of Three Years which includes 12 months of DLP are invited from Reputed
and resourceful contractors/ Firms/Companies/Joint Venture of repute in PWD or Equivalent in CPWD/
Railways and other state Governments for the following works, which should be uploaded on the Procurement web
portal http://jktenders.gov.infor the subjected work(s) referred below to be received by the Executive Engineer Jal
Shakti (PHE) Department, Division Pulwama and as per the details mentioned in this e-tender notification and to
whom all the terms and conditions of detailed e-NIT /Tender Documents/ PWD Form No:- 25 double are accepted. The
detailed tender document and Specifications etc. can be downloaded on the e-procurement portal
http://jktenders.gov.in.

The cost of tender documents (Non-refundable/Non-Transferable) should be in the shape of e-Challan or Treasury
Challan/Receipt in favour Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, Division Pulwama.

Position of Funds: -Available; Major Head of Account: Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)

The Bidding documents consisting of eligibility criteria, specification, drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q) set of terms & con-
ditions of contract and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the e-procurement Portal “http://jktenders.gov.in”as per
schedule of dates given below: -

S. No. Description Date Time

DD MM YYYY

1 Publishing date of NIT 04 12 2020 1400 Hrs

2 Download start date 04 12 2020 1400 Hrs

3 Bid submission start date 04 12 2020 1400 Hrs

4 Bid submission end date 18 12 2020 1600 Hrs.

5 Bid opening date (Technical Cover) 19 12 2020 1000 Hrs.

Other terms and conditions are mentioned in the detailed Tender Document attached.

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,

(JSD) PHE Div, Pulwama

S. Name of Work Estimated EMD Cost of Time of Class of
No. Cost (in `̀) TD comp- Contract

( `̀ in lacs) (in `̀) letion

1. 21.85 43700 800 30 days B & C

2. 16.97 33940 800 30 days B & C

3. 45.14 90280 1100 60 days A & B

4. 53.05 106100 1600 60 days AAY

Retrofitting of Water Supply Scheme Bon Koil by way of providing, laying
& fitting of GI pipes, including electrical and mechanical works including
installation of 132 No. FHTC's for Bon Koil including maintenance for a
period of three years which includes DLP of 12 months.

Retrofitting of Water Supply Scheme Nowhar Malpora by way of provid-
ing, laying & fitting of GI pipes, including P/F of sanitary items, providing
rolling shutters, septic tank , soakage pit and desilting of structures, elec-
trical/ mechanical works including installation of 76 No. FHTC's for
Nowhar Malpora which includes maintenance for a period of three years
which includes DLP of 12 months.

Retrofitting of Water Supply Scheme Tahab old by way of providing, lay-
ing & fitting of GI pipes, including dismantling of CCA Truss over RCC SR,
providing RCC jacketing to existing SR, construction of wooden trusses
over existing quarter, providing sanitary fitting to washroom, construction
of ring type soakage pit and septic tank, mechanical and electrical works
including installation of 299 No. FHTC's for Tahab old including mainte-
nance for a period of three years which includes DLP of 12 months

Retrofitting of Water Supply Scheme Wakherwan by way of construction
of RCC jacketing to existing SR including replacement of sluice chamber,
construction of chain link fencing, providing, laying and fitting of GI pipes
and including electrical/ mechanical works by way of supply/ installation,
testing and commissioning of pumping equipment’s and other electrical
works at Renzipora including installation of 127 No. FHTC's for
Wakherwan including maintenance for a period of 3 years which includes
12 months DLP.

No: -PHEP/4708-19
Dated:- 04-12-2020

Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001

CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website: www.pspcl.in

(O/o CE/TS, B-1, Shakti Vihar, Patiala)

OPEN e-TENDER NOTICE

Online Tenders are invited for the supply of the following
material as per Tender Specification No 219/2020 of
PSPCL:-

EMD Rs. 22,000/-
Minimum EMD Rs. 10,000/-

Detailed NIT and Specifications may be downloaded from
PSPCL e-Tendering website: https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

The prospective bidders may contact customer care of above cited web-
site in case of any difficulty.

It is informed that in case tender process is not completed
due to any reason, No CORRIGENDUM will be published in
newspapers. Details regarding corrigendum may be seen on
PSPCL e-tendering website https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

Sd/-
Dy. CE/Sub-Station Design

PSPCL, Patiala.
C 363/2020
113272/Pb

Item
No.

1.

Description

M a n u f a c t u r i n g ,
Testing and supply
(FOR destination at
any place in Punjab)
of 1000 Kg SF6 Gas
in 100 Nos cylinders
each of 10 Kg capac-
ity for use in existing
33/66KV SF6
Breakers of various
makes installed at
various sub stations
in PSPCL.

Qty
(KGs)

1000
KG

Enquiry
No/

Year.

219/
2020

Last date
& time for
download-

ing of
tenders

22.12.2020
11.00 A.M.

Last date
& time for
bid sub-
mission

23.12.2020
11.00 A.M.

Date &
time of

opening
of bids

24.12.2020
11.30 A.M.

E-TENDERING
PRESS NOTICE

Executive Engineer, Civil Division No.
IV, Irrigation & Flood Control
Department Govt. of NCT of Delhi,
L.M. Build Office Complex, Shastri
Nagar, Delhi-31 invites on behalf of
President of India online Percentage
rate tender from approved and
eligible agency/firm/ contractors and
registered with of Irrigation & Flood
Control Department and any other
Registered firm/contractor from any
Government Department (CPWD,
Railway, MES & P&T) of Govt. of
India and Govt. registered security
agency (only for 2) upto3.00PM dated
on 10.12.2020 for the works:
H.O.A.: 2711 NON PLAN
(REVENUE) MAINTEANCE
DRAINAGE
1. NIT No. 48/ EE/CD-IV/IFC/2020-21
(ID No. 2020_IFC_196917_1)
Name of work: Repair of broken,
Damaged Boundary Wall both sides
(R/side, L/side) between RD 0m to
RD 2400m & Providing and fixing of
M.S. Grill at RD 2400m & M.S. Gate
at various point of Karawal Nagar
Drain. Estimated Cost of Rs
44,62,783/-Earnest Money Rs
89,256/- period of completion 90 days
H.O.A.: 2711 NON PLAN
(REVENUE) MAINTEANCE
DRAINAGE
2. NIT No. 49/ EE/CD-IV/IFC/2020-21
(ID No. 2020_IFC_196924_1)
Name of work: Deployment of
Security guard for Site Stores at Shiv
Vihar Tiraha & Khajoori Khas of Civil
Division No. IV , I&FC Department,
GNCTD. Estimated Cost of Rs
14,81,645/- Earnest Money Rs
29,633/- period of completion 365
days
H.O.A.: DEVELOPMENT OF
UNAUTHORIZED COLONIES
3. NIT No. 50/ EE/CD-IV/IFC/2020-21
(ID No. 2020_IFC_196995_1)
Name of work: Repair I Restoration of
damaged streets, side drains and
outfalling drain of Buland Masjid area
in Shastri Park, Extnsion colony in
Gandhi Nagar Assembly
Constituency AC-61 (Regn No 16)
including maintenance for 5 years.
(Balance Work) Estimated Cost of Rs
1,22,25,714 /-Earnest Money Rs
2,44,415/- period of completion 90
days
H.O.A.: 2711 NON PLAN
(REVENUE) MAINTEANCE
DRAINAGE
4. NIT No. 51/ EE/CD-IV/IFC/2020-21
(ID No. 2020 IFC_197030_1)
Name of work: Disposal of excavated
desilted earth, silt, garbage, house,
waste lying between RD om to RD
980m of Escape Drain No.1 to
Karawal Nagar Drain between RD
1300m to RD 1600m (R/s) for
strengthening bank and EDMC
Sanitary Land Fill/authorized Village
Singhola (Khampur/Tikri) near DJB
Sewage Treatment Plant. Estimated
Cost of Rs 23,98,364/- Earnest
Money Rs 47,967/- period of
completion 60 days
Note: 1) The enlistment of the
contractors should be valid on the last
date of opening of tender. In case
only the last date of opening of tender
is extended, the enlistment of
contractor should be valid on the
original date of opening of tenders.
2) The following Scanned copies are
required to be uploaded: - (i)Scanned
Copy of GST Registration.(ii)
Scanned copy of Registration of
enlistment in the appropriates
class.iii) Scanned Copy of EMD. (iv)
Copy of Pan Number.(v)Valid Mobile
Number, WhatsApp Number and E-
mail ID. (vi) Scanned copy of ESI and
EPF registration (vii) Scanned copy
of Registration with Home
Department GNCT of Delhi (only for
2) (viii) Audited balance sheet & Profit
and Loss Account of last three years
(only for2) (ix) The firm/agency must
enclose certificate valid only on Rs.
10/- stamp paper indicating that there
is not criminal/legal suit and black
listed by any central/state/university/
autonomous organization pending or
contemplated against them (not more
than 3 months) (only for 2)
(3) EMD's in the form of DD/FDR in
favour of EE, CD-IV may be
submitted in the O/o of EE, CD-IV
physically upto 3.00 P.M.in the date of
opening tender. If the same shall not
be deposited physically, the tender
shall be treated as cancelled. The
Detail of above mentioned work can
be seen and downloaded from website
http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
4) No manual tender shall be
accepted; only tender submitted
through e-procurement portal shall be
considered.

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

DIP/Shabdarth/0469/20-21

Mahatma Gandhi State Institute of Public Administration, Punjab
Institutional Area, Sector 26, Chandigarh 160019, India
Phone: +91-172-2793589/91 | Fax: +91-172-27989/90 Extn: 400

Email: helpdesk.mgsipa@punjab.gov.in |
Website: https://mgsipa.punjab.gov.in

Notice Inviting e-Tender
[Ref. No. E-174761/2020-21/3431, 04-12-2020]

Online bids are invited in electronic tendering system from the reputed
firms/ contractors for the contract of “Housekeeping and Maintenance
of Hostel and Faculty Rooms" in MGSIPA.

Important Dates

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS

1. The tender documents can be downloaded from website
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

2. For any clarification/ difficulty regarding e-tendering process, the
firms/ contractors can contact on 0172-2970263, 0172-2970284.

3. Any corrigendum/addendum/corrections, if any, shall be published
on the website (https://eproc.punjab.gov.in) only.

4. Bidders shall have to pay the fees (earnest money, document fee
and processing fee, etc.) through online mode as mentioned on e-
portal https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

5. MGSIPA reserves the right to scrap the e-tendering process at any
stage without assigning any reason.

SCS-cum-DG

Publishing Date and Time 05.12.2020 09.00 AM

Document Download/ Sale Start Date and Time 05.12.2020 09.00 AM

Document Download/ Sale End Date and Time 28.12.2020 01.00 PM

Bid Submission Start Date and Time 05.12.2020 09.00 AM

Bid Submission End Date and Time 28.12.2020 01.00 PM

Bid Opening Date and Time 28.12.2020 03.00 PM

11329/PB

Addendum Notice

Below mentioned insertions are hereby made in e-NIT No. 35 of 2020 dated
27.08.2020 floated by this Hqrs for the installation of CCTV Surveillance system in Police
Stations and Police Posts as under:
1. Clause 33 During the technical evaluation of bids, the concerned committee will

take into account relevant parameters and guidelines of GFR 2017 including recent
insertion of Rule 144(XI) in GFR 2017 issued by Ministry of Finance, Public
Procurement Division vide Order No. 6/18/2019-PPD dated 23.07.2020.

2. Clause 34: The Code of integrity clause as mandated vide rule 175 (1) & (2) of GFR
2017 is to be adopted by both the procuring authority and the bidder in letter and
spirit. The bidders may refer CVC’s communication No. 007/VGL/033/396514 dated
28.09.2018 for integrity pact.
The other terms and conditions of the NIT shall remain the same.

Sd/- Rayees Mohammad Bhat (IPS)
AIG(Provision & Transport),

For Director General of Police, J&K Jammu.

JAMMU & KASHMIR POLICE HEADQUARTERS
Phone/Fax No. : 0194-2443031/2443032 (Sgr) Website: www.jkpolice.gov.in

0191-2459029/2459255 (Jmu) E-mail: phqjk@nic.in

No: Prov-II/Elect-30/2020-21/51790-800
Dated: 26.11.2020
DIP/J-8066/20

OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL MANAGER CTU & DIRECTOR
TRANSPORT, UNION TERRITORY, CHANDIGARH

No. 11936/Acctt(H)/CTU/2020 Dated, Chandigarh, the 03.12.2020

E-Auction Notice

Chandigarh Transport Undertaking is going to hold E-
Auction on dated 16.12.2020 for various categories of obso-
lete/unused spare part (scrap) and condemned buses/ Pre-con-
demned buses and staff cars as per annexure ‘A’ and ‘B’ through
M/s MSTC Ltd. (A Govt. of India Enterprise), Telephone
Exchange Building 2nd Floor, Sector-5, Panchkula (Haryana).
The quantity of condemned and pre-condemned buses, staff
cars and obsolete/unused spare parts of old model buses cate-
gory wise lying at the location of CTU Workshop, Depot no. I, II
& III and U.T. Secretariat Chandigarh, are available on M/s
MSTC Ltd. website as well as on office website i.e. chdctu.gov.in
and the link provided for e-Auction website & can also be
checked/seen physically before the start of auction on any work-
ing day by contacting Nodal Officer (Sh. J.B. Sharma,
Accountant (H), Mob: 94175-24603). All the interested/prospec-
tive bidders are requested to participate in the e-Auction
through the website www.mstcindia.co.in and www.mstcecom-
merce.com after getting registered with M/s MSTC ltd.

General Term & Conditions: The payment & e-Auction terms
shall be applicable as per the procedure laid down by M/s MSTC
Ltd. which is available at their website. The bidders are also
informed that the condemned/ pre-condemned buses, staff cars
and obsolete/unused spare parts of old model buses will be
allowed to be lifted only AS IS AND WHERE IS BASIS after
completing all Office formalities.

Sd/-
General Manager-I,

For Divisional Manager CTU &
Director Transport, Union Territory,

Chandigarh.

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS
The Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division No. II,
Irrigation & Flood Control Department, Govt. of NCT of
Delhi, I&FC Wing, Vikas Bhawan-ll, Civil Lines, Delhi
110054. Invites on behalf of the president of India, online
tender from specialized agencies or eligible contractors
of I&FC, M.E.S., Railways, CPWD & Deptt. of
Central/State Govt. (whose registration details have been
verified by the I&FC Deptt.) dealing with similar nature of
work for the following works:
N.O.W:- R/M of BEML 220 G for the year 2020-21. Sub
Work:- Repairing of Bucket and Crawler Track assembly
etc. of BEML-220 G Hydraulic Excavator No.16825 &
16827.
(H.O.A:- MH 2711 NON PLAN ( Maintenance Drainage)
Estimated Cost: Rs. 7,48,319/- Earnest Money: Rs.
14,966/- Period of completion : (21) Days, Last date &
time of submission of tender: upto 3:00 p.m on
08/12/2020. (Tender I.D 2020_IFC_197072_1)
Note 1) The Tender forms and other details can be
obtained from the website
http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

DIP/Shabdarth/0470/20-21

A.P.TOWNSHIP & INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED

4th Floor, Bus Bhavan, Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

Sd/- Chief Technical Officer, APTIDCO, Vijayawada
DIPR No.487PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2020-21, Dt.04/12/2020

Notification No.EOI/01/APTIDCO Dt:03.12.2020
APTIDCO Limited is constructing houses under AHP, PMAY (U) in the State of
Andhra Pradesh and intended to provide Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs) as
part of physical infrastructure in the colonies and calling for Expression of
Interest (EOI) from the interested candidates in sealed covers in 25 locations
across the Andhra Pradesh State. Details will be available in APTIDCO website
www.aptidco.com and for any clarifications please Contact. 9701242200.
Last date of submission of EOI is 14th December 2020 upto 14.00hrs. Sealed
Envelop containing EOI and Non refundable fees Rs.10,000/- by way of DD in
favour of Managing Director, APTIDCO payable at Vijayawada.
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HIMACHAL PRADESH

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
“CORRIGENDUM”

The Tender invited vide this office NIT No. 7131-7180 dated 11.11.2020 and due to be opened on 04-12-2020, but some admin-
istrative reasons the invited tender postponed to be opened on dated 28.12.2020. The detail of the invited tender is as under:-

Executive Engineer,
Paonta B&R Division, HP. PWD., Paonta Sahib.4783/HP

1. Date of Online Publication 14-12-2020 4:30 HRS

2. Document Download Start and End Date 14-12-2020 5:00 HRS Up-to 27-12-2020 5:00 HRS

3. Bid Submission Start and End Date 14-12-2020 5:00 HRS Up-to 27-12-2020 5:00 HRS

4. Physical Submission of EMD and Cost of Tender Document 28.12.2020 up-to 11:30 HRS

5. Date of Technical Bid opening, Evaluation of Technical Bid 28.12.2020 up-to 11:30 HRS
followed by Opening of Financial Bid.

3. New Key Dates for tender:

Sr. Name of Work Estimated EMD (Rs.) Cost of Time Eligible
No Cost (Rs.) Tender firms/ class

1. Rs. Rs. 5000/- Eighteen A Class
3,03,61,000/- 6,06,000/- months

2. Rs. Rs. Eighteen A Class
2,13,61,000/- 4,26,000/- 5000/- months.

C/o link road from Shamsherpur to Nawada via Heerpur
Matralion Rampurghat road Km. 0/0 to 7/270 under NABARD
RIDF-XXVI. (SH:- F/C, Missing cross drainage works. Metalling
Tarring, side drain, Parapets and road sign boards including
five years maintenance).

Improvement of road including metalling and tarring and cross
drainage works on Jamniwala to Bodhwala bridge via Rihala
Basti Jamanwala to Khadar Basti in Gram Panchayat Pardooni,
Tehsil Paonta Sahib, District Sirmour (HP). (SH:- C/O 5/7 mtrs
wide road including retaining walls, earth filling, C/O cross
drainage works, P/L granular Sub-base, WBM Grade-II and III,
Premix Carpet Surfacing, Cement concrete pavement road,
C/O essential parapets and drains in Km. 0/0 to 2/576) under
NABARD RIDF-XXVI.

5TH DECEMBER 1996

Sashastra Seema Bal fondly remembers and
cherishes the valiant act of the brave heart Shri
Vijay Singh, Deputy Commandant of GC SSB
Debendranagar, who laid down his life in an
ULFA militants attack at Salonibari, Assam on
this day in the year 1996. His courage and
valor would continue to inspire us all.
We salute the valor and supreme sacrifice of
the brave soldier.

SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL

MARTYR OF CISF ON 05TH DECEMBER
HC/GD RAJ KISHOR PRASAD

CCL KARGALI 05-12-2017

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice
of this brave-heart. On this day, he laid down
his life at the altar of duty while fighting with
criminals. His courage and bravery would
remain an abiding source of inspiration for the
force. The force will remain eternally indebted
to him for his noblest deed.

9 DOGRA: BATTLE HONOUR SUADIH

04 DEC 1971

Today, 49 Years Later, with great humility as
well as pride, we remember 2/Lt Bharat Singh
Kasana, Vir Chakra (Posthumous) and 13 other
gallant sons of "NINTH THE ULTIMATE" who
embraced martyrdom to create our history.

The battle cry "Jwala Mata ki Jai" charged the
atmosphere at Suadih in erstwhile East
Pakistan on 4th December 1971 as 9 DOGRA
launched an attack in broad daylight on a well

entrenched enemy. In the bloody battle that followed supreme sac-
rifice of 14 gallant sons of the battalion to ensure victory. For this
valiant action, the battalion was awarded the battle honour
'SUADIH'.

THEY MADE THE BATTALION PROUD

2/Lt Bharat Singh Kasana, VrC, Sep Jagdish Singh, Sub Onkar
Singh, Sep Sher Singh, Hav Janak Singh, Sep Janak Raj, NK
Roshan Lal, SM Sep Janak Singh, L/Nk Diwan Chand, Sep
Harnaam Singh, L/Nk Deputy Singh, SM, Sep Paras Ram, L/Nk
Ram Chander, SM, Sep Bharat Singh

Commanding Officer and All Rank of 9 DOGRA


S�A�L�U�T�E �T�H�E 
S�O�L�D�I�E	R

Shri Vijay Singh
Deputy

Commandant
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PPEERRSSOONNAALL

Classifieds
IIMehrazuddin alias
Maharajuddin S/o LateMohd
RahimR/oHouseNo.C-997,
StreetNo.16, Shri RamColony,
Khajoori, Dayalpur, North East
Delhi-110094have changedmy
name toMehrajuddin for all
purposes. 0040556790-1

II,, Aditya JGeorgeS/O Jiju
George, R/oKeezhakathu
veedu,Pathirapally P
O,Alappuzha,Kerala-688521,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownas
Aditya J. 0070722871-1

II Parmjit SinghS/oSurinder
SinghR/oG-56/A, First Floor,
KiranGarden, UttamNagar,
NewDelhi-110059 changedmy
name toParamjit Singh

0070722899-1

II Ravi Nankani S/oMahadev
Nankani&NankiNankani R/o
B-43UpperGroundFloor, Part-
1, VishnuGarden, NewDelhi-
110018. Doherebydeclare that
Nanki&NankiNankani is
same/oneperson.

0040556792-1

IItt is for general information
that I,Rampyari Sachdeva,W/o
Late.HansRaj Sachdeva,D/o
JairamDass,R/o-
H.No.6/24.Gali.No.04,Vishwas-
Nagar,ShahdaraDelhi-
110032,declare that nameof
minehasbeenwrongly
writtenasRampyari Devi in
myFamily PensionPayment
OrderNo.103023/2330.The
actual nameofmine is
Rampyari Sachdevawhich
maybeamendedaccordingly.

0040556875-9

IItt is for general information
that I,Neena Jain,D/o
Late.SureshChand,W/o
Late.VirenderKumar Jain,R/o-
46/1-B, Gali.No.15,EastAzad-
Nagar,Delhi-110051,declare
that nameofminehasbeen
wrongly-writtenasAlpana
Jain inmyCBSE-Certificate.
Theactual-nameofmine is
Neena Jainwhichmaybe
amendedaccordingly.

0040556875-8

II,,kkuummaarrii Kanchan
mala,Kanchanbala,Kanchan
senger,KanchanSingh,w/o-
Sanjeev senger, Add-RZH-
65A,gali.no.21,Pul-
Prahaladpur,delhi-110044,cha
ngedmyname toKanchan.

0040556893-6

II,,SSaannddeeeeppKumar S/oMeer
SinghEmployedasAssistant
Commandant /Exe inCentral
Industrial Security Force
(MHA)atCISFUnit ASG
Kolkata, NSCBIAirport,
Kolkata,West Bengal -700052
andResident ofVill andPost-
KheraKhurampur, Dist-
Gurugram,Haryana-122506,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownAs
Sandeep Lamba. 0070722915-1

II,,RRaaddhhaayy Shyam,S/o Laxman
DassR/o-E-355Mandir
Marg,Chhajjupur,
Babatpur,ShahdaraDelhi-
110032,have changedmy
name toRadheyShyam,for all
purposes. 0040556893-7

II,,PPrriiyyaannsshhuuVimalD/OVikash
kumar, R/oMIG-89Argora
HousingColony, Argora,
Doranda, Ranchi, Doranda,
Jharkhand, 834002have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasAnaya
Sinha. 0070722874-1

II,,JJaannnnee Joi Sai Babu,S/o
JagannathSai Babu,R/oQ-
1402,Stellar JeevanSociety,
Near-Bisrakh-Village,Noida
Extn,UP,have changedmy
name to Janme JoySai Babu.

0040556893-3

II,,HHeemmaannsshhuuDuttaram,S/oRaj
Pal R/o-Basayach Jansath
Muzaffarnagar-251314,UP,
have changedmyname to
HimanshuKamboj.

0040556893-4

II,,AAsshhookkKumarYadav,S/O
Sh.SukhdevYadav,R/O-
H.No.10, Gali.no.5Mawal-Road
Sai-NagarKheri
Kalan(113)Faridabad
Haryana-121002,have changed
myname toAshokYadav,for
all purposes.MyDOB is-
25.06.1986. 0040556875-6

II,,AArrmmyyNo.-14653540N,NK
PradipBanduri, S/o.LateRatan
ChandraBanduri,
R/o.QTR.No.P-1/8,CMP
Line(TG-HQ-EME),Sadar
Bazar, Delhi Cantt.-110010,
have changedmydaughter
name,from JAGRATI BANDURI,
toARNISTHABANDURI(DOB-
04.08.2020), inmyservice-
records, Affidavit.No.(IN-
DL13353895569854S)

0040556857-1

II,, UrmilaMishraW/oGovind
RamMishra, R/o-E-106, Sector-
22, Noida, G.B.Nagar, UP-
201301, declare that nameof
mine iswronglywritten-as
Urmila inmy,HusbandMilitary
Documents instead-of Urmila
Mishra.MyCorrect name is
UrmilaMishra for all, future
purposes. 0040556857-6

II,, Prahlad,S/oPradeep
Tandon,R/o FlatNo.33,Sanjay
Enclave-Bhalswa
Jahangirpuri, Delhi-
110033,have changedmy
name toHimanshTandon.

0040556893-5

II,, PRIYANSHUMAHENDERAS/o
HARISHKUMARR/o-
HOUSE.NO-25,BHERA
ENCLAVE,PASCHIM
VIHAR,NEWDELHI-
110087,have changedmy
name toPRIYANSHU
MAHENDRA for all future
purpose. 0040556875-5

II,, SwarnSinghGrewal,
S/o.Naginder Singh, R/o. A-
13,Tower-14, Type-3, Kidwai
Nagar East, NewDelhi-110023,
have changedmyname from
SwarnSinghGrewal to Swarn
Singh. 0040556857-3

II,, SudhaRaniW/oDr. Jaswant
Singh LohiaR/oH.No.222-C,
Shahpur Jat, NewDelhi-110049
has changedmyname from
SudhaRani to SudhaRani
Lohia for all futurepurposes.

0040556899-1

II,, SubhashChandraGupta, S/O-
Late Shri NainuSingh, R/O-D-
83A,Sector-15,Noida,Disstt.-
GautamBudhNagar,UP.,have
changedmyname toSubhash
Chander for all purposes.

0040556893-1

II,, Smt. NareshTomar spouseof
Shri Satyavir SinghTomar r/o
NP-59,MauryaEnclave,
Pitampura, Delhi, have
changedmyname fromSmt.
NareshTomar toNaresh
Kumari Tomarasper affidavit
dt.-26-Nov-2020. 0040556875-7

II,, SaurabhRajendraPrasad
Taparia alias Taparia Sourabh
Rajendraprasad, S/ORajendra
PrasadTaparia, R/o FlatNo-D-
201, Konark Exotica, Kesnand
Road,Wagholi, Pune,
Maharashtra-412207, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownas
SaurabhTaparia. 0070722886-1

II,, SaranshBukoliya S/o
DharmendraBukoliyaR/o
Infront ofNisha Ladies Tailor,
Khasgi Bazar, Gird, Gwalior,
Lashkar,MadhyaPradesh-
474001, declare that nameof
mineandmy father andmy
mother hasbeenwrongly
WrittenasSaranshBukoliya
andDharmendraBukoliyaand
RajkumarBukoliya.Inmy10th
Certificate no-0172682.The
actual nameofmineandmy
father andmymother are
SaranshSharmaand
DharmendraSharmaand
Rajkumari Sharma,whichmay
beamendedaccordingly.

0070722877-1

II,, Sanjay Sharma,S/o. Sh. Shiv
Kumar Sharma, R/o.A-50,
Kalyankunj, Barola, Sector-49,
Noida, GautamBudhNagar,
UP-201301, have changedmy
name, fromSanjaySharma to
SanjayKumar Sharma in
future for all purpose.

0040556857-2

II,, SakshiW/oSh.RameshR/o-
RZ-88,PanditMohalla,Saheed
Vill PaschimVihar,NewDelhi-
87,have changedmyname
Sonia to Sakshi for all future
purpose. 0040556875-4

II,, SakshiW/oSh.RameshR/o-
RZ-88,PanditMohalla,Saheed
Vill PaschimVihar,NewDelhi-
87,have changedmyname
Sonia to Sakshi for all future
purpose. 0040556875-4

II,, RajeevKumar SinghS/o
Mahavir PrasadSinghR/oA-
10, NandaRoad, AdarshNagar,
Delhi-110033, that nameofmy
father hasbeenwrongly
writtenas JanardanPrasad
Singh inmyPanCardNumber :
BNGPS2582B. Theactual name
ofmy father isMahavir Prasad
Singh. 0070722876-1

II,, RADHAKRISHNA
ADHIKARI,S/ORADHACHARAN
ADHIKARI,R/OD2/A-75,
NANAKPURA, SOUTH-
MOTIBAGH,NEWDELHI have
changedmyname to
RADHAKRISHNAA.

0040556875-1

II,, Priya Srivastava,D/oDr.
PramodKumar, R/o.C3-101,
LotusPond, VaibhavKhand,
Indirapuram,Ghaziabad, U.P.,
have changedmyMinor son’s
nameFromVedangAggarwal
ToVedaangSrivastavaandhis
correct date-of-birth is 05-03-
2016. 0040556857-4

II,, VeeraVali Ahuja,W/oRaj
KumarMalik,R/o 2157,Outram-
Lane, KingswayCamp,GTB
Nagar,Delhi-110009,have
changedmyname toVeera
Malik. 0040556875-3

II,, Priya Srivastava, D/oDr.
PramodKumar, R/o. C3-101,
Lotuspond, VaibhavKhand,
Indirapuram,Ghaziabad, U.P.,
have changedmyMinor
daughter’s name, From
YeshnaAggarwal ToYeshna
Srivastavaandher correct
date-of-birth is 05-03-2013.

0040556857-5

II,, Prajapati Bakabhai Kanabhai
S/OKanabhai Bhudarbhai
Prajapati, R/oAthamnoWas,
Chibhda, Banaskantha, Gujrat,
385330, have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
KnownasPrajapati Rajkumar
Kanabhai. 0070722906-1

I,PARVEENKUMARI,W/O
SUBEDARGIRDHARI LAL,R/O
SANYARDI P.O. TALYAHAR
TALIHAT(360)MANDI
HIMACHALPRADESH-
175001,HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETOPRAVEENKUMARI.

0040556291-2

IINehaaliasNarbadaD/oSh.
NathuRamLekhraW/oSh.
Bhanwar Singh R/o 18/105,
TrilokPuri, EastDelhi, Delhi-
110091 have changedmyname
toNarbada for all purposes.

0040556790-2

II,, Anju , Neeraj Yadav. R/o E.W.S
3511, AWASVIKAS-3, Kanpur,
Kanpur nagar, Uttar pradesh-
208017 have changedmyname
andshall hereafter beKnown
asArchanaYadav.

0070722880-1

II,, PRIYANSHUMAHENDERAS/o
HARISHKUMARR/o-
HOUSE.NO-25,BHERA
ENCLAVE,PASCHIM
VIHAR,NEWDELHI-
110087,have changedmy
name toPRIYANSHU
MAHENDRA for all future
purpose. 0040556875-5

II,, P.I. SurendranPulickel Ittiman
S/oPulikkal Govindan Ittaman
R/o 451-C, Shipra Suncity,
Indirapuram,Ghaziabad(U.P)
has changedmyname to
Pulikkal IttamanSurendran for
all purposes. 0040556823-1

II,,MuralaKarthikeyaaS/O
MuralaNaveenKumar, R/o 42-
620/BShivaNagar First Right
After RenukaYellamma
TempleAllwynColony
KukatpallyMedchal-
Malkajgiri, Telangana-500072,
have changedmynameand
shall hereafter beKnownas
MuralaDhruvanKartikeya.

0070722889-1

II,, K BabithaRathodalias
RomanaBegumK. Babitha
RathodD/oVittal RathodW/o
Mohammed Jahangir R/o 19-2-
180/146/A,NRColonyNearZoo
ParkBahadurpuraHyderabad,
Pin-500064, AndhraPradesh.
dohereby solemnly affirmand
declare that I haveembraced
Hinduismand renounced
Islam religionw.e.f.
08/11/2010. I have changedmy
nameandshall hereafter be
knownasRomanaBegum.

0070722881-1

II,, Jatinder Pal SinghGrover, S/o
Gurjeet SinghGrover, R/oWZ-
147-B, Street-8, Jail Road,
Shivnagar, Delhi-110058, have
changedmyname to
JATINDERPALSINGH

0040556795-1

II,, HRANGTHANHLIRI,D/O
HRANGDAILOVA,R/OD2/A-75,
NANAKPURA, SOUTHMOTI
BAGH,NEWDELHI,have
changedmyname to
HRANGTHANHLIRI.

0040556875-2

II,, DiwanChand,R/o 7JAmrit
Puri A East of Kailash,Delhi-
65,have changedmyminor
daughter’s nameVanshika
Diwan toVanshika.

0040556893-10

II,, DiwanChand,R/o 7JAmrit
Puri A East of Kailash,Delhi-
65,have changedmyminor
daughter’s nameVanshika
Diwan toVanshika.

0040556893-2

II,, Chandramati RawatD/OPrem
SinghRawat, . R/oB-4846
Street no. 113/1 SantNagar
NearKaushal ChowkBurari
Northdelhi -110084have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownas
PriyankaChauhan

0070722895-1

II,, BhupathiMuniraja S/O
Bhupathi Yarraiah, R/o 3-10,
GowrishettyGari palli,
Bodireddigaripalle, Chittoor,
AndhraPradesh-517113, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasRaja
Bhupathi. 0070722893-1

II,, AryanMahajanS/OAmit
Gupta, R/o BazpurRoad
Kashipur,UdhamSinghNagar
Uttarakhand-244713, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasAryan
Mahajann. 0070722891-1

II,, KumarNisheet S/ORajesh
Kumar, R/oH.no 31 /6 Type 5,
Bsnl ColonyDelhi-110001, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasNisheet
Kumar. 0070722897-1

II,, ArvindS/ORamdayal Jakhar,
R/oHouseBabuLaxmanSingh
Colony, outsideMahamandir
3rdpole, JodhpurKachery,
Rajasthan, 342006, have
changedmynameandshall
hereafter beKnownasArvind
Jakhar. 0070722884-1

It IsNotified For The
InformationThatMyOriginal-
Qualifying Examination-
Certificate and-Marksheet of
Main-Secondary School-
ExaminationClass 10thYear-
2016AndRoll No-8172951
IssuedByC.B.S.EHasBeen
Actually Lost.PRANJAL
MISHRA,R/O-D-3/7, RADIO-
COLONY,KINGSWAY-CAMP,
DELHI-110009,MOBILE.
8826938551. 0040556771-6

It IsNotified For The
InformationThatMyOriginal-
Qualifying Examination-
Certificate and-Marksheet of
Main-Secondary School-
ExaminationClass-10th,Year-
2017AndRoll.No-8172819
IssuedByC.B.S.EHasBeen
Actually Lost.YAMINI
MISHRA,R/O-D-3/7,RADIO
COLONY,KINGSWAY-
CAMP,DELHI-110009,
MOBILE.7011846032.

0040556771-7

IItt is notified thatmyoriginal
Admit Card,Mark Sheet,
Provisional andCharacter
Certificate ofAll India
Secondary School
Examination(AISSE) ofthe
year 2019, bearing roll
no.3149046, issuedbyCBSE
hasbeenactually lost. Finders
are requested tohandover the
same theundersigned
candidate. Sd/- SAGOLSEM
ETANUCHANU, Thoubal,
Athokpam-9612241025

0050172581-1

II,, Dr. AnjulaVij,D/OSh. J.P.
Vij,R/oPitampura,NewDelhi
herebynotify thatmyoriginal
MBBSConvocationCertificate
issuedbyBangalore
University for the successful
completionofMBBSDegreeat
M. S. RamaihMedical College,
Bangalore REG.No.96MC014,
Year-1995 to 2003has lost.If
found,please contact-
9899120693. 0040556875-11

PPUUBBLLIICCNNOOTTIICCEE

LLOOSSTT&&FFOOUUNNDD

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT SMT. RAJINDER KAUR
BIRDI W/O SH SARWAN SINGH
BIRDI R/O E-2/186, SHASTRI
NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110052, HAVE
SEVERED ALL HER RELATIONS &
DEBARRED HER SON AMRINDER
SINGH BIRDI & HIS WIFE RAVINDER
KAUR FROM ALL HER MOVABLE &
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES DUE TO
THEIR HOSTILE/BAD BEHAVIOUR.
MY CLIENT IS NOT RESPONSIBLE
FOR ANY OF THEIR ACTS/DEEDS.

Sd/-
CHIRAG ARORA (ADVOCATE)

OFF: H-4/104, 1ST FLOOR,
VARDHMAN NORTH EX PLAZA,

NETAJI SUBHASH PLACE,
PITAMPURA, DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE
"My client Smt. Sunita Sood W/o Late
Sh. Vinod Kumar Sood R/o 10/19.
Railway Colony Kishan Ganj, Near
Kishan Ganj Railway Station, New
Delhi - 110007, has severed her
relation with her younger son Sh. Sahil
Mohindra, his wife Smt. Payal Puri
Mohindra. My client does hereby
disown and debar them from her all
movable and immovable properties.
My client shall not be responsible to
any one for any act of ommission or
commission done by her younger son
and his wife."

Sd/-
DIVIJ UPADHYAY (Advocate)

A-2/167, Janak Puri,
New Delhi-110058

lkoZtfud lwpuk
loZlk/kkj.k dks lwfpr fd;k tkrk gS fd eS
fuf[ky iq= Lo- Jh Hkhe flag] fuoklh
10629] xyh ukys okyh] gjhpUn pkSd]
ekudiqjk] djksy ckx] ubZ fnYyh
&110005 ?kks"k.kk djrk gwa fd esjs firk dk
uke esjs f'k{kk çek.k i=ksa esa Hkhelsu gS
vkSj vk/kkj dkMZ bR;kfn esa esjs firk dk
uke Hkhe flag gS] tcfd ;s nksuksa uke ,d
gh O;fä ds gSa A vkt ds ckn esjs firk dk
uke Hkhe flag gh tkuk tk;sxk A

fuf[ky iq= Lo- Jh Hkhe flag
fuoklh 10629] xyh ukys okyh] gjhpUn pkSd]

ekudiqjk] djksyckx] ubZ fnYyh&110005

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notified that my client SMT. MAYA DEVI
W/O SH. SURENDER KUMAR R/O H.
NO. 232, BLOCK-C-8, SULTAN PURI,
NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-110086,
has several all relation from their son
NARESH and their daughter-in-law
TINA and their daughter MANJU. Due to
their cruel and harassing behavior
towards my above named client. Now
she has no domestic relations with them
and has disowned them from their all
movable & immovable properties. Any
person dealing with his/her/him/them will
do at his/her/them own cost & risk and
my client's shall not be responsible for
the same, if any.

SURENDER KUMAR (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/152/88

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that
my client Sh. Gobind Ram Bansal S/o
Late Shri Kishan Dass Bansal Grand
S/o Late Man Singh Bansal R/o B-234,
Prashant Vihar, Delhi-110085 is the
legal heirs & Possessor and actual
user for over 50 years of Plot No.234,
Vill. Qutub Garh, Delhi-110039, which
stands in the name of Sh.Man Singh
want to declare himself owner and
liable to pay the House Tax of the said
property. Anybody having objection or
claim may contact to my Client Mr.
Gobind Ram Bansal at Mob. +91-
9953305284, within three months from
the date of publication of this Notice.

SURENDER KUMAR (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/152/88

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notice is given to the general public
that my clients namely Sh. Mohd Ashraf
Khan Sharifi S/o late Mohd Ayyub Khan
Sharifi and Smt. Shamim Fatima W/o
Mohd Ashraf Khan Sharifi both R/O H. NO
R/O L-22, Flat No 5. Batla House, Okhala,
New Delhi-110025, have severed their all
relations with their sons namely Mohd
Amjad Khan and his wife namely Iqra
Parveen W/O Mohd Amjad Khan D/o
Parweez Mian. They have disowned them
from all their movable and immovable
properties and my clients shall not be held
responsible for any act of them.

Sd/-
Firozuddin (Advocate)

Ch. No. 127 Saket court
Complex Delhi

Mob. No. 9873381505

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

PUBLIC NOTICE
That on and behalf of my client Mr.
Manoranjan Bera S/o Shri L.K. Bera, &
Mrs. Archana Bera W/o Mr. Manoranjan
Bera. I hereby inform the general public
at large that my client Mr. Manoranjan
Bera & Mrs. Archana Bera have agreed
to purchase the property bearing
Municipal No. 11339, (14-A/4), situated
at W.E.A. Karol Bagh, New Delhi, from
Mr. Tejinder Pal Singh S/o Late Shri
Sobha Singh, & Mrs. Kulwant Kaur W/o
Mr. Tejinder Pal Singh, through the
medium of present public notice, it is
informed to all that if, anyone has any
objection, he/she/they can contact my
client Mr. Manoranjan Bera his mobile
No. 9899943012, within 7 days from the
date of issuing public notice, failing which
it will be presumed under law that no one
has any objection for the said property.

Sd/- Pramjit Singh (Advocate)
Off. 3417/2, D.B. Gupta Road,

Karol Bagh, New Delhi- 110005

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public is hereby informed that my client,
Dr. Bhawna Bhatia D/o Sh. D.N. Gaind
R/o 17, Tremore Way, Holland, OH
43528, USA has cancelled and revoked
General Power of Attorney dated
11.08.2018, executed by her in favour of
Dr. Anil Bhatia S/o Mr. P.L. Bhatia R/o E-
160, Ground Floor, Greater Kailash-II,
New Delhi- 110048 with respect to
property bearing no. S-408, Ground
Floor, Greater Kailash-II, New Delhi-
110048, vide Cancellation of General
Power of Attorney dated 27.11.2020
duly notarized by the Notary Public,
State of Ohio, USA. If anything done by
the aforesaid General Power of Attorney
holder in pursuance of the aforesaid
GPA, it shall not be binding on my client
as he has no rights to discharge any of
the acts, deeds or functions with respect
to the same. Whoever deals with him in
any manner with respect to the
aforesaid property shall do so at his/her
own risk and consequences.

Sd/-
MEGHHA KATARI (Advocate)

I-19, LGF, Lajpat Nagar-III
New Delhi- 110024

NO RESPONSIBILITY
DISCLAIMER NOTICE

This is hereby informed to the public, that,
Ms. Kiran Gupta, D/o Late Sh. O.P.Gupta
and her son Mr. Vinay Jain, S/o Sh. Kumud
Jain, being of the same understanding do
not have any kind of affiliation, association,
business or acquaintance in any form
whatsoever, and have not entered into any
kind of documentation in the form of
GPA/SPA/WILL/ANY DEED with the people
named at point (i) to (iv) and hence anyone
dealing with the persons named below or
with their assigns and employees, with the
reference of the aforesaid Ms. Kiran Gupta
and her son, Vinay, shall be doing at their
own risk, cost and consequences and the
persons named hereinabove shall hold no
liability;
i. Mr. Ravi Gupta, S/o Late Sh. O.P.Gupta,
R/o Kailash Colony, New Delhi
ii. Mrs. Renu Gupta, W/o Ravi Gupta, R/o
Kailash Colony, New Delhi
iii. Mr. Ashwani Gupta, S/o Late Sh.
O.P.Gupta, R/o New Delhi
iv. Ms. Suman Gupta, W/o Late Sh. Satish
Kumar, R/o New Delhi

Sd/- ROHIT AGARWAL (ADVOCATE)
J-132, 2ND FLOOR, RAJOURI

GARDEN, NEW DELHI- 110027

Be it known to General Public at
large that my client Sh. Ashok
Kumar S/o Late Sh. Kewal Ram and
Mrs. Anuradha Rani W/o Sh. Ashok
Kumar both residents of C-2/2, Rana
Partap Bagh, Delhi, are the absolute
owner and having clear right, title
and interest and possession in
respect of third floor with roof rights
of Plot No.88, Block-A, Municipal
No.6418, aera measuring 167.76 sq.
yds. i.e. 140.25 sq. mtr. situated in
the lay out plan of Northern City
Extension Scheme No.1, Colony
known as Kamla Nagar, Delhi. My
clients are the joint owners of the
above said property and the same
is free all sorts of encumbrances.
And if any person, authority,
financial institution or bank has/have
any objection with regard to the
ownership right to the said property
in the name of my client, please
contact my clients within Seven
Days from the date of publication as
my clients are going to apply for the
loan to Au small finance bank
against the said property.

Rajiv Kumar Jain (Advocate)
Off: Ch.No.691, Western Wing, Tis

Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

I,VandanaPoudel,D/o Tara
Poudel,R/oC-320,DDA-Janta-
Flats,Pocket-11 Jasola-Vihar
N.Delhi-25, I,have lostmy12th-
class certificate
Roll.No.9737620,Year-2015,from
CBSE-Delhi. 0040556771-8

Lostmyoriginal DDANOC for
Water&Electricity ofmyFlat
No.105, First Floor, Block-G,
Pocket-7, Sector-15, Rohini,
Delhi-110089. Findermay
Contact-SunitaRangaat above
notedaddress.
0040556797-1

IItt is notified thatmyoriginal
Admit Card,Mark Sheet,
Provisional andCharacter
Certificate ofAll India
Secondary School
Examination(AISSE) ofthe year
2019, bearing roll no.3149046,
issuedbyCBSEhasbeen
actually lost. Finders are
requested tohandover the
same theundersigned
candidate. Sd/- SAGOLSEM
ETANUCHANU, Thoubal,
Athokpam-9612241025

0050172581-1

II,, Bhagwati Devi,W/oSh. Nawab
Singh, R/o 100G, Sector-7,
Jasola,NewDelhi has lost the
original propertydocuments
withpowerof attorney,General
powerof attorneyandwill of
DDASFS FlatNo. 100G,
GroundFloor, Category-3,
Sector-7 JasolaNewDelhi .

0040556869-1

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.
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CROSSWORD4294

ACROSS
1 Tomlet looseontheranch(6)
4 Say I’dgoafteragovernment
subsidy(5,3)

9 Honour Idreamabout (6)
10 Hekeepsaservant (8)
12 Standard featureof Saturnor
Mars (4)

13 Drive fromatee intoopen
country (5)

14 Anelementof quartz incrystal
(4)

17 Aleadingactor inaWestern?
(8,4)

20 Theyriseor fall tosomedegree
(12)

23 Scandinaviancooked loaf (4)
24 Hemaybewedin theend(5)
25Wisemenhavingadifferent
imageoutEast (4)

28 Typeof vandalismthat is so
effective! (8)

29 Cultural centre? (6)
30 See16Down
31 Rebelaboutsomemeasureof
power (6)

DOWN
1 Relativelyclose? (8)
2 Twenty-fourhours fromnow
(8)

3 Learninganewrole (4)
5 Whatanexpert indepreciation
makes? (3,5,2,2)

6 Anamphibiantonotice (4)
7 Afree familywoman(6)
8 Managetoshowtheway(6)
11 Hopoutof town(7,5)
15 Feeling irritable? (5)
16 and30Across:Caught
fighting?(5,8)

18 Andy’sonetoprovideanon-
committalanswer (3,3,2)

19 Revolutionarypapermoney
(8)

21Anactive talkermaybebut the
talk is idle (6)

22Where inAfricaonesupports
the lawtosomedegree(6)

26 Bespectacledgreeting in
Americanstate (4)

27 OverweightOrientalwith
fortune(4)

ARIES (Mar21 -Apr20)
Today’s dramatic
Moonalignswith
yourhouseof
marriage.Obviously,

this doesn’tmeanyou’re going
tobegettingmarried! It does
mean, though, that it’s an
absolutely idealmoment for
solidifying importantnew
relationships, including
workingpartnerships.

TAURUS (Apr21 -May21)
There is every
indication that you
couldbeworking
today. Thismeans

that, even if you’replanning to
enjoyawell-earned rest, you
will be swept awayby
unexpecteddemandsonyour
time. Leisurepursuitswill be
most enjoyable if youkeep
active. ‘Beprepared’ seems to
be theessentialmessage.

GEMINI (May22 - June21)
If youarewilling to
speculate, youmay
well nowreceive a
boost to your

income.Youmust, though,
remainalert to intriguing
possibilities otherpeople
havemissed.Also, youmay
use theopportunity to
improve contactswith
younger relations.

CANCER (June22 - July23)
Not everyone says
what theymean. It
looks verymuchas
if partners are

failing to communicate and,
evenwhen theydoopen their
mouths, they’ll say the
opposite ofwhat theymean.
This iswhyyou’ll have tobe
super-intuitive and followupa
hunchathome.

LEO (July24 -Aug23)
If you getwhat you
want today, itwill
be throughyour
ownefforts rather

thanbecause the stars are
handing you rewards
on aplate.Muchdepends on
howmucheffort you are
prepared to put into
persuading other people that
you are right.

VIRGO(Aug24 - Sep23)
As longasMercury
is connectedwith
parts of your chart
representingyour

finances, you’dbeadvised to
pay careful attention to every
detail, even thoseusually too
small tonotice,when
formulatingbusiness and
spendingplans.Don’t take
anything—or anyone—
for granted.

LIBRA (Sep24 -Oct23)
It’s a special day. The
Moonbrings a
welcomechance for
change, and if you

lookbackover the last six
months, seeingwhereyou
went right andwhat youdid
wrong, you’ll discoverhowyou
shouldget thebest out of the
future.Giveyourselfwhatever
timeyouneed.

SCORPIO (Oct24 -Nov23)
You’vehit a
secretivemoment,
but behind-the-
scenesdiscussions

are likely tohavehelpful
consequences. You should
comecleanover secret
intentions, and realise that a
certainotherpersoncanbe
trustedafter all. Pick your
momentwith care.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
TheMoonshould
give youawelcome
social boost. There’s
nothingwrongwith

escapism, and if youwant to
take refuge fromdaily
responsibilities in collective
fun, sobe it. The romantic
situation is nowcommencinga
move towardsmystery
and suspense.

CAPRICORN(Dec23 - Jan20)
Keepa closewatch
onmoneymatters,
and realise that any
domestichassles

couldbedealtwithbyextra
spending in the right areas.
Partners’ personal sensibilities
will have tobe catered for as
well, sobe considerate at all
times, andmake sure that
everyone ishappy.

AQUARIUS (Jan21-Feb19)
It’s time for a
change, sokeep
active andget
involved in all that’s

goingon. Yourmood is
strangelyperceptive and
there’s every reason tohope
that if you followyour
intuition, you’ll achieve the
success you’rehoping for. It’s
all amatter of being in the
rightplace at the right time.

PISCES (Feb20 -Mar20)
It’s vital that you
share business
planswith close
friends, and even

more important that you
discuss themwithpeople you
livewith. In romantic affairs,
it’s time for the thrill that
comeswithheightened
intensity. Someone could
attract your attention in a
bigway.
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DifficultyLevel2s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Sometimesloveisstrongerthanaman’s____.-IsaacBashevisSinger(11)

SOLUTION:POLIO,STING,CANINE,COEVAL
Answer:Sometimesloveisstrongerthanaman’sconvictions.-IsaacBashevisSinger

LPIOO AEICNN

TINGS AELOCV

SolutionsCrossword4293:Across: 1Packs,4Realism,8Lot,9Impromptu,10
Reredos,11Nudge,13MickeyMouse,15Edison,18Reset,19Default,21Sprouting,
23Bar,24Segment,25Tidal.Down:1Pilgrim,2Cataracts,3Shied,4Repose,5
Adorned,6Imp,12Disturbed,14Enthuse,16Natural,17Adrift,18Roses,20Fight,
22Rig.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL, S.N. MEDICAL COLLEGE, AGRA-282002
Tender Notice No.: SPS/2020-21/13069-72 Dated: 28/11/2020

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE
The eTenders are invited in financial year 2020-21 from high quality manufacturing firms or their Indian
distributors, of repute, for supply and installation of the various equipments for the S.N. Medical College,
Agra. Tender forms can be downloaded and uploaded between the dates 09-12-2020 to 17-12-2020.
Tender fee and EMD should reach in the office of Principal, S.N. Medical College, Agra upto 17-12-2020
till 5.00 P.M. Technical bids of the tenders received, will be opened by 2.00 P.M. on 18-12-2020 in the
office of the Principal, S.N. Medical College, Agra. If any working day as due date is observed as holiday,
the next working day will be treated as the due date. The EMD will be accepted in the form of FDR/TDR
of Nationalized Bank, pledged in the name of the Principal, S.N. Medical College, Agra. The quantity of
equipment may increase or decrease. The Principal as aforesaid has sole discretion of
accepting/rejecting any tender and reserves his right to post-pone or refuse the purchase of any item
notified in this tender. In case of any legal dispute, the legal jurisdiction shall be court of law at Agra (U.P)
India. This tender notice can be viewed on our authorized etender website https://etender.up.nic.in and
www.snmcagra.ac.in of S.N. Medical College, Agra.

Sd/- Principal
S.N. Medical College, Agra.

S. No. Name of Equipment Qty. Required Tender Fees with GST Earnest Money Deposit (EMD)
1 VENTILATOR 02 No. 1180.00 Rs.64,000.00

UPID NO.157474 DATE-02.12.2020
www.upgov.nic.in

CX0 ´fi0 ´ffUSX MÑfaÀfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSXZVf³f
dÕX0 BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff d³f¸³fdÕdJ°f
I f¹fÊ/Af´fcd°fÊ W Z°fb BÊ-d³fdUQf¹fZa Qû ·ff¦fûa ¸fZa
þe0EÀf0Me0 ¸fZa ´faþeIÈ °f, ´fid°fdâ°f EUa
A³fb·fUe NZIZ QfSûa/R ¸fûÊa ÀfZ Afg³f ÕfBÊ³f BÊ-
d³fdUQf ´fûM ÊÕ ¶fZ¶fÀffBÊM
'http://etender.up.nic.in' ´fS
Af¸fad{°f I e þf°fe W`aÜ d³fdUQf ¸fc»¹f
þe0EÀf0Me0 ÀfdW°f °f±ff ²fSûWS SfdVf
AfS0Me0þe0EÀf0/ E³f0ER 0AfBÊ0Me0/
¶f`aI ¦ffS¯Me IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ Ad²fVffÀfe
Ad·f¹f³°ff, dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O, A¸fSûWf
IZ ·ffS°fe¹f ÀM ZM ¶f`aI , VffJf-þû¹ff
(dþÕf-A¸fSûWf) ¸fZa Àfa¨ffdÕ°f ¨ffÕc Jf°ff
Àfa0 (Current Account)-
30723557626, IFSC Code- SBIN
0007413, MICR No. 244002026 ¸fZa
M Z¯OS JbÕ³fZ I e dQ³ffaI ÀfZ EI dQ³f ´fcUÊ
°fI þ¸ff I SZaÜ A³¹f d³f¹f¸f U Vf°fÊ dU·ff¦f
IZ d³f²ffÊdS°f d³f¹f¸f U Vf°fÊ C0´fi0´ffUS
I fS´fûS ZVf³f IZ R f¸fÊ E/¶fe IZ A³fbÀffS Wû¦fe
dþ³W Za dI Àfe ·fe I f¹fÊdQUÀf ¸fZa
A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ I f¹ffÊÕ¹f ¸fZa QZJf þf
ÀfI °ff W`Ü dUÀ°fÈ°f dUUS¯f BÊ-d³fdUQf dÕ0
´fûMÊÕ ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM ´fS d³fdUQf JbÕ³fZ IZ
Ad³°f¸f d°fd±f EUa Àf¸f¹f °fI C´fÕ¶²f
SWZ¦ffÜ d³fdUQf ¸fZa dI Àfe ·fe ÀfaVfû²f³f ¹ff
d°fd±f dUÀ°ffS BÊ-d³fdUQf ´fûMÊÕ ´fS AUV¹f
QZJ dÕ¹ff þfEÜ (A) Ad°fA»´fI fÕe³f BÊ
d³fdUQf JbÕ³fZ I e dQ³ffaI -15.12.2020 1.
BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfa£¹ff-
148/BÊqMeqÀfeqdõq/E¸f0/2020 dUôb°f
´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O, A¸fSûWf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220
IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi ¦fþSüÕf ´fS 220/132
IZ 0Ue0 160 E¸fUeE ¶feE¨fBÊEÕ ¸fZI

´fdSU°fÊI IZ Afg¹fÕ I e ÀfZ³Meµ¹fcdþa¦f I f
I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ø q 2000/-d³fdUQf
´fi´f{ I f þe0EÀf0Me0 ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø q
590/ 2. BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfa£¹ff-
149/BÊ0Me0Àfe0dõq/E¸f0/2020 dUôb°f
´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O, A¸fSûWf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 132
IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi ¦fþSüÕf EUa A¸fSûWf ´fS
132/33 IZ 0Ue0 40 E¸fUeE ´fdSU°fÊI ûa IZ
Afg¹fÕ I e ÀfZ³Meµ¹fcdþa¦f I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS
S fdVf ø q 2000/-d³fdUQf ´fi´f{ I f
þe0EÀf0Me0 ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø q 590/ (¶f)
A»´fIYfÕXe³f BÊ d³fdUQf JbÕX³fZ IYe
dQ³ffaIY-22.12.2020 3. BÊ-d³fdUQf
Àfa£¹ff-150/BÊ0Me0Àfe0dõq/E¸f0/2020-
dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O, A¸fSûWf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f
220 IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi A¸fSûWf ´fS À±ffd´f°f
160 E¸fUeE-II ¶fe¶feEÕ ¸fZI ´fdSU°fÊI
I e Afg¹fÕ ÕeIZ þ I û SûI ³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSûWS SfdVf ø 0 2000/-d³fdUQf ´fi´f{ I f
þe0EÀf0Me0 ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø 0 590/ (Àf)
BÊ d³fdUQf JbÕX³fZ IYe dQ³ffaIY-
02.01.2021 4. BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfa£¹ff-
151/BÊqMeqÀfeqdõq/E¸f0/2020 dUôb°f
´ffS Z¿f¯f J¯O, A¸fSûWf IZ A³°f¦fÊ°f 220
IZ 0Ue0 C´fIZ ³Qi ¦fþSüÕf-¸fZMüS ÕfBÊ³f IZ
ÀfÀ´f`³fVf³f MfgUSûa ´fS 70 IZ 0E³f0 ´fûÀfÊÕe³f
dOÀI B³ÀfûÕZMS Õ¦ff³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS
S fdVf ø 0 5000/-d³fdUQf ´fi´f{ I f
þe0EÀf0Me0 ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø 0 590/ "SfáÑ
dW°f ¸fZa d¶fþÕe ¶f¨ff¹fZa" WXÀ°ff/- A²feÃf¯f
Ad·f¹f³°ff dUôb°f ´ffSXZ¿f¯f ¸faOXÕX dõ°fe¹f
CXq´fiq ´ffUSX MÑXf³Àf. IYf´fûÊ. dÕX.
¸fbSXfQf¶ffQÜ ´f{faIY 2563
d½f.´ff.¸f.dõ.¸fb./BÊ-d³fdUQf/2020 dQ³ffaI
04/12/2020

CX0 ´fi0 ´ffUSX MÑf³Àfd¸fVf³f IYfSX´fûSXZVf³f
dÕX0 d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff d³f¸³fdÕdJ°f
¸fWS¶f³Q d³fdUQfEa Qû ·ff¦fûa ¸fZa A³fb·fUe
NZIZ QfSûa ÀfZ d³f¸³f I f¹fÊ IZ Àf¸´ffQ³f WZ°fb
Af¸fad{°f I e þf°fe W`aÜ ´fi°¹fZI d³fdUQf IZ
´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f ¸fZa ²fS ûWS S fdVf
ER .Oe.AfS/Àfe.Oe.AfS. (SfáÑe¹fIÈ °f
¶f`aI ) IZ ø ´f ¸fZa A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff,
dUôb°f ´ffS Z¿f¯f ¸f¯OÕ ¸fZSN IZ ´fÃf ¸fZa QZ¹f
Wû EU B³I ¸f M`¢Àf EUa ´f`³f ³faq, B³I ¸f
M`¢Àf dSM³fÊ, þe0EÀf0Me0 ´faþeI S¯f ´fi´f{
I e Lf¹ff ´fid°f °f±ff A³fb·fU Àf¸¶fa²fe ´fi´f{
AUV¹f Wû³fZ ¨ffdWE A³¹f±ff I e dÀ±fd°f ¸fZa
d³fdUQf I f ·ff¦f-2 dU¨ffS¯fe¹f ³fWea Wû¦ffÜ
d³fdUQf ´fi´f{ I f¹fÊfÕ¹f Àf¸f¹f ¸fZa d³fdUQf
JbÕ³fZ IZ EI dQUÀf ´fcUÊ 16:00 ¶fþZ
°fI I f¹fÊfÕ¹f ÀfZ We AUf´fÀfe¹f d³fdUQf
´fi´f{ I f ¸fc»¹f ·fb¦f°ff³f I S ´fif~ dI ¹fZ þf
ÀfI °fZ W `aÜ d³fdUQfEa A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSI °ffÊ IZ
I f¹ffÊÕ¹f ¸fZa d³fdUQf JbÕ³fZ I e d³f²fÊfdS°f

dQ³ffgI I û 14:00 ¶fþZ °fI ´fif~ I e
þf¹fZa¦fe AüS CÀfe dQ³f ÀffUÊþd³fI ø ´f ÀfZ
NZIZ QfSûa A±fUf C³fIZ ´fid°fd³fd²f¹fûa I e
C´fdÀ±fd°f ¸fZa 15:00 ¶fþZ JûÕe þf¹fZa¦fe
Af¸fad{°f d³fdUQfEa dU·ff¦f I e UZ¶fÀffBÊM
www.upptcl.org ÀfZ ·fe OfC³fÕûO
I e þf ÀfI °fe W `Ü MXe-99/20-21
(d³fdUQf JûÕXZ þf³fZ IYe d°fd±f 31-
12-2020) C´f¸fWf´fi¶f³²fI (ÕZJf),
´ffS Z¿f¯f ´fdV¨f¸f, ¸fZSN WZ°fb EI ³f¦f
OeþÕ ¨fdÕ°f I fS, (¨ffÕI ÀfdW°f)
dI Sf¹fZ ´fS C´fÕ¶²f I Sf³fZ I f I f¹fÊÜ
²fSûWS SfdVf ø . 4,000.00/- (ø ´f¹fZ
¨ffS WþfS ¸ff{), d³fdUQf ´fi´f{ I f
þe0EÀf0Me0 ÀfdW°f ¸fc»¹f ø . 590.00/-
A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff dUôb°f ´ffSXZ¿f¯f
¸f¯OXÕX, 130-OXe dU¢MXûdSX¹ff ´ffIYÊ,
¸fZSXNXÜ kSfáÑdW°f ¸fZa D þfÊ ¶f¨ff¹fZa'Ü ´fÂffaI
5047/d½f.´ff.¸f./¸fZSN/ dQ³ffaI
02/12/2020

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
AGRA CIRCLE, P.W.D AGRA

Notice inviting E-Tender
Letter No. 5260/14M-A.C./2020 Date : 27.11.2020
1. The Superintending Engineer Agra Circle, U.P.P.W.D. on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh

invites the percentage rate bids online from the eligible and approved registered Contractors.
As The work Comprises of specialized Sinage/ Road Safety work, hence contractors bidding
for this work must be registered in Sinage/Road Safety work with UP PWD. Bidders are
advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in Clause 4 of the Instructions to
Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.

2. Time allowed for completion is including Rainy Season.

3. Bid document with detailed terms and conditions will be available online on website
http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari (http://wms.upppwd.gov.in/Prahari) From 19-12-2020
to 24.12.2020. Bids must be submitted online only at e-tendering portal of
http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari App with all documents as per GO No 14/2020/879(1)/
23-7/2020/176(Àff.)/06 Dt 25-08-2020 on or before 12:30 Hours Dt. 24-12-2020. Technical Bid
received online will be opened on 26-12-2020 at 12:30 Hours.

4. The prospective bidders who do not posses Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) must get the
same issued from approved agencies before submission of bids.

5. Contractor should Quote their rates without G.S.T. which shall be paid extra as per applicable
at the time of payment.

6. Labour Cess @ 1.00% will be Deducted from contractors bill at the time of payment.
7. Experience should be necessary of same work.
8. The defect liability period will be two years calculated from the completion date.
9. The bidders are required to submit Original receipt of Internet Banking of E-tender portal

Account as per G.O. No.-742/78-2-2018-42 I.T./2017 T.C., I.T. & Electronics Section-2 Dated-
03-12-2018 follows as :
(I) Online Tender Cost towards the cost of bid document (As per Column 6) by Internet

Banking of E-tender portal Account (Non Refundable).
(2) Online Bid security (As per Column 5) in favour of designation of Column 9 by Internet

Banking of E-tender portal Account.
(3) Original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per

provisions of Clause 4.4 B(ii) of ITB as per G.O. No.-3070/78-2-2018-421.T./2017(22)I.T.
and Electronics Section-2 Dated- 03-01-2018.

Sd/-
(J.P. Singh)

Executive Engineer
Construction Division-2,

P.W.D., Agra

Sd/-
(Yogesh Panwar)

Superintending Engineer
AGRA CIRCLE,

PWD, AGRA
UPID NO.157483 DATE-03.12.2020

WWW.upgov.nic.in

Sl.
No

Name of Work

Esti-
mated
cost

(Rs. in
Lac)

Bid
Security
(Rs. in
Lacs)

Cost of
Document

(in Rs.)

Time
of

Comp-
letion

Address of
Executive
Engineer
executing
the work

Address of
Superin-
tending

Engineer

Address
of

Chief
Engineer

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

1.

Thermoplastic Paint,
Sinage Boards, Rumble
Strip, Delineators and
Repeated Bar work on
state road / major district
other district roads

70.00 5.50
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2000.00STC
+300.00TC+
36.00GST =
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PNle-T NO:- 106/EE/PWD(DWS)/AMB/2020-21
Percentage rated e-tender in 2 (Two) bids are invited for the following work:-

All details can be seen in the office of the undersigned. NB: This detailed press notice & bid
documents for the work can be seen on website www.tripuratenders.gov.in at free of cost.
The bid can only be submitted after uploading the mandatory scanned documents as spec-
ified in this tender document on the e-Procurement website www.tripuratenders.gov.in

For details please visit www.tripuratenders.gov.in and for any query please contact:-
9436355955

For and on behalf of Governor of Tripura.
Sd/-

(Er. H.Chakma)
Executive Engineer

DWS Division, Ambassa,
ICA-C-2319-20 Jawaharnagar, Dhalai, Tripura

SI
NO

DNIeT No Estimated
Cost

Deadline for
bidding

Place, Time & date of opening of
Technical bid

1 DNle-T
No.:03/CE/PWD(DWS)/

2020-21

36056941.00 22-12-2020 Up to 15.30 Hrs on
23-12-2020 Office of the Executive
Engineer, DWS Division, Ambassa,

Jawaharnagar, if possible

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
CORRIGENDUM/TENDER EXTENSION NOTICE

CHENNAI METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD

DIPR/4509/Tender/2020

Tenders have been invited in CMWSS Board for the following work. The due date for submission of the
Prequalification application has been extended as indicated below.

All the other terms and conditions already published remain unaltered.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (CONTRACTS & MONITORING)

No.1 Pumping Station Road, Chintadripet, Chennai 600 002, Tamil Nadu, India.
Telephone : +91 44 2845 1300-1320, Fax +91 44 2845 8181
E.Mail: cmwssb@md2.vsnl.net.in, secandm@cmwssb.in

Sl.
No.

Tender No. and
Name of work

Original Due
Date

1st Extended
due Date

2nd Extended
due Date

Prequalification
Application
Documents

available upto
1 Construction of 400 MLD

Seawater Reverse Osmosis (SWRO)
Desalination Plant at Perur,
Chennai with 20 years of Operation and
Maintenance (DBO Basis)
CMWSSB/CNT/WSS/ICB/JICA/DESAL/
CP01/018/2020-2021

01.12.2020 16.12.2020 05.01.2021 04.01.2021

GURU GHASIDAS VISHWAVIDYALAYA
(A CENTRAL UNIVERSITY), BILASPUR (C.G.)

E-mail:deanetggv@gmail.com Contact:+917999923520,7587195566

Advt. Ref. No. 239/Academic/2020 Date: 04.12.2020
SPOT/LOCAL LEVEL COUNSELING FOR B.TECH ADMISSION AGAINST VACANT

SEATS FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2020-21
The School of Studies of Engineering & Technology, Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur (CG) is
going to conduct Spot/local Counseling process for B.Tech. Admission from 5th December 2020 for
session 2020-21 against a few vacant seats in the seven branches of Engineering i.e. Chemical
Engineering, Civil Engineering, Computer Science & Engineering, Electronics & Communication
Engineering, Information Technology, Industrial & Production Engineering and Mechanical Engineering.
Interested candidates shall apply online during 05.12.2020 to 11.12.2020. The detailed information about
seats availability and procedure of admission is available on the website www.ggu.ac.in

Registrar (Acting)

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

New Delhi
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TOKYOOLYMPICSDELAYCOSTSMAYTOUCH$2.8BILLION
ThecostofthepostponedTokyoOlympicscouldreachabout$2.8billion,accordingtofiguresre-
leasedonFridaybytheTokyoorganisingcommittee, theTokyocitygovernmentandJapan'sna-
tionalgovernment.. REUTERS
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CARDIAC CATHETERIZATION is a common procedure used
to diagnose and treat certain cardiac conditions. It is a pro-
cedure doctors use for diagnosing and treating cardiovascu-
lar diseases including coronary artery disease.The method in-

volves threading a long, thin tube (called a catheter) through an
artery or vein in the leg or arm into the heart. It can be used both to di-
agnose and treat cardiac problems.Currently most common use of car-
diac catheterization is to identify block in the arteries and treat it by an-
gioplasty and stent implantation.This procedure is performed by an
interventional cardiologist.

WHEN ISTHE NEED FOR CARDIAC CATHERIZATION?
There are many reasons you might need this procedure.You may need
it if you are having chest pain,or an abnormal stress test due to coro-
nary artery disease. It is also used to diagnose certain heart problems
like heart failure,congenital heart diseases,valvular heart problems,and
to take biopsy of heart. It also helps your healthcare provider determine
a treatment plan.

If you have a known blockage in a coronary artery, you may need a
cardiac catheterization using a technique called coronary angioplasty.
Coronary angioplasty involves passing a balloon over a wire at the
site of blockade and inflating it which presses the plaque to the side of
the blood vessel, that increases blood flow through the artery.A stent
is often placed at the blockage site to keep the vessel open.

Healthcare providers also use cardiac catheterization to do other pro-
cedures on the heart. For example, they can use it to open a narrowed
heart valve. It is less invasive than open heart surgery.

WAYSTO REACHTHE HEART
During these procedures,doctors can gain access to the heart’s arter-
ies by placing the catheter in the femoral artery and threading it up and
into the heart.The femoral artery is a major artery in your groin area.
Even though this is the traditional method and is usually safe some-
times femoral artery access can cause discomfort as patients need to lie
very still for at least 5 hours to make sure that the puncture site in the
femoral artery does not bleed again.

But the femoral artery is not the only route that can be used to
reach the heart.Doctors can also use the radial artery,which is an artery
in your wrist. Because the radial artery in the wrist is more superficial
than the femoral artery in the groin, it much easier to apply direct pres-
sure to the puncture site to stop the bleeding.With the advent of radial
artery access for coronary angiography has made it a day care proce-
dure.Also, radial artery access allows many patients to get out of bed
and walk around right after their procedure. However, some proce-
dures require large bore access and in them femoral artery can only be
used for access to heart.

WHY DOCTORS MAY PREFER
RADIALACCESSTO HEART
Angiograms in most instances
can be easily and conveniently
done through the wrist, punctur-
ing the radial artery. This ap-
proach is an extremely safe and
simple procedure which obviates
the need for bed rest. Patient can
immediately walk after the pro-
cedure if he or she is otherwise
well.Moreover, in many cases the
same day discharge after the pro-

cedure after several hours of observation is possible.Once blockages are
found, angioplasty and stenting is performed in the same sitting
through the same route,hence making it more convenient and faster.

WHAT ARE THE RISKS WITH RADIAL ARTERY ACCESS?
The procedure is safe, but there can be a risk of bleeding. Sometimes
there are anatomical variations which may require femoral artery
access to complete the procedure.

HOW LONG DOES THE PROCEDURE TAKE?
The procedure length will vary depending on what you are having done.
With just a diagnostic cardiac catheterization, the procedure may only

take 15-20 minutes or so.
In nutshell diagnostic cardiac

catheterization is a simple mini-
mally invasive day care proce-
dure which now can be per-
formed through radial access
from wrist with utmost safety
and without any discomfort to
patient.
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CominginasJadeja’sconcussionsubstitute,ChahalupstagesAussieswhileunheraldedNatarajanshinesonT20debut

SANDIPG
DECEMBER4

THEREWERE twocontenders for the title of
Destiny’sChildonFriday.FirstwasYuzvendra
Chahal, ignored after the Sydneydrubbings,
hemadethemostofaluckybreakasaconcus-
sionsubstituteafterRavindraJadejasuffereda
knock on the helmet. The second was T
Natarajan,wholeftatelling impressioninhis
debutT20forthecountry,anadequatereward
forthehardshipshehadwadedthroughinlife
to reach this level. Their three-wicket hauls
guaranteedthatIndiagotthebetterofAustralia
by11runs,afterJadeja’scameohadturbo-jet-
tedthevisitorstoacompetitive161/7,andleft
Canberraonahappynote.
Chahal’s entry angered Australia coach

JustinLangerandheindulgedinaragingdis-
cussionwithmatchrefereeDavidBoonatthe
start of Australia’s chase. Jadeja seemed to
have hurt his hamstring in the penultimate
over andhad the teamphysio straphis right
leg.Thatdidn’tpreventhimfromplundering
14runsoffthelastthreeballsoftheover.Then
inthe20thover,atopedgehithishelmet,but
the physio didn’t appear and the game con-
tinuedwithout interruption as the left-han-
derhittwomoreboundaries.Butbetweenthe
innings,hewasdiagnosedwithsymptomsof
delayedconcussionandBoonagreedtoa‘like-
for-like’substitution.Langerprobablybelieved
therulewasmisusedandJadejahadnothing
morethanahamstringstrain.
Itwould have angered the coach further

whenhesawChahalrekindlehis lost fizz.For
muchof theSydney leg,heseemedwoefully
undercut andunusually over-experimental.
Here,hewasalmostbacktohisbest.
It’s the run-up that betraysChahal’s state

ofmind. InSydney,hewashurrying through
hisbowlingaction,anoffshootofwhichwasa
quickerreleaseandlesscontroloverhisdeliv-
eries.Hewouldendupjusttossingtheballbe-
nignlytothebatsmen.ButattheManukaOval,
his strideswere slower and shorter,with the
even-pacedrhythmofawell-oiledpendulum.
Theball left hiswrists smoothly, anddanced
anddangled in the air, beforedippingon the

batsmen.Thecontrolledflightanddeviousdip
mattered,asFinchwouldvouch.Hewasbat-
ting freely and thoughthehad the full blade
behind a lofted drive, but his stridewas not
enough to reachwhere the ball eventually
landedandheendedupmiscuingitalmostto-
wards extra cover, where Hardik Pandya
hurledhimselfattheballaftera20-yardsprint.
Thewicketwascrucialonseveralcounts.

The Finch-D’Arcy Short alliance of 56 runs
hadputtheAustraliansinthedriver’sseatto
chase down the target. It was also the time
Indialookedfrustratedonthefieldafterdrop-
pingtwocatches, thesecondonebyskipper
Virat Kohli himself. The wicket not only
broughtIndiabackintothegamebutalsoar-
rested Australia’smomentum,which they
neverrecovered.
Inhisnextover,Chahaldeliveredabigger

scalp.HecoercedafalsestrokeoffSteveSmith.
ItwasdipthatprimarilyundidSmith,though
Sanju Samson’s catchdeserves equal praise.

Leavingalargelyvacantspaceontheleg-side,
Chahal temptedSmith into a leg-side swipe,
whichhedoesalmostinstinctively. Itseemed
destined to land in no man’s land before
Samsongallopedinandflungfull-lengthfor-
wardtoswallowthecatch.Thenemesisgone,
Indiasnatchedtheinitiative.
But there still was GlennMaxwell, who

had been in irrepressible form. And pretty
much Destiny’s Child in ODIs. But enter
Natarajan, the left-armerwith the smartest
yorkerinthecountry.Probably,Maxwellsec-
ond-guessedthatNatarajanwouldslitherone
onhistoesandthoughthecouldscooporpad-
dleaboundarybehindthewicketkeeper.But
Natarajan is not just a one-trick pony. He
bowledthecross-seamerthatlandedonleg-
stumpandseamedawayjustenoughtotrap
the batsman in front. Theumpire unmoved,
Kohliinstantlyreviewed,whereuponthede-
cisionwasoverturned.
Thus from56/0, Australia capitulated to

75/3, the threewickets crucially being their
match-winners.Fromthereon,Indiatightened
thenoose. Short andMoisesHenriques, both
capablebatsmen,seemedtostabiliseAustralia.
ButNatarajanthenchimedinwithhissecond
important strike of thedayby removing the
opener,Short,withanothercross-seamerthat
lostitspaceafterpitching.
Hethusdemonstratedthatit’snotonlyhis

yorkers that are to bedreadedbut his varia-
tions too.What he lacks in speed,Natarajan
makesupwithhissmarts.Thenasiftoremind
thathismostpotentweaponisstilltheyorker,
heproduceda textbookone todemolish the
stumpsofMitchell Starc, another fineexecu-
tionerof theyorker.
In between, Chahal removed thedanger-

ousMatthewWadeandDeepakChahar ter-
minated adefiantMoisesHenriques to stub
out the last lingeringhopes of anAustralian
comeback. Theyensured that Jadeja’s splen-
didworkwiththebatwasnotwasted.Butfor
his44off23balls,Indiawouldhavesettledfor
a sub-150 totalwhichAustraliawould have
strolledpast.
Theall-roundercontinuedhisirrepressible

battingformwithanotherthrillingexhibition
of stroke-play. Poor Josh Hazlewood, his
ChennaiSuperKingscolleague,whowasplun-
deredforamatch-altering23runsinthe19th
over.Jadejawasmotoringatarun-a-ball12be-
foreransacking32offhislast11balls.Starctoo
wasdishedoutsomeharshtreatment, as the
Indiantotalsoaredinthelasttwoovers.Abet-
terdeath-overenforcer,ifunder-utilised,isdif-
ficult to find in contemporary cricket. It’s
tempting to say that all the years spentwith
MahendraSinghDhonihasinfluencedJadeja’s
batting, especially howhepaceshis innings.
All bodeswell for India in thebuild-up to the
T20 World Cup next year. In this light,
Natarajan’scomeuppancecouldn’thavebeen
bettertimedeither-Indiahavebeensearching
long for a yorker-emitting left-armbowler,
though Chahal would run away with the
Destiny’sChildspectreinthisgame.
BRIEFSCORES: India161/7(Rahul51, Jadeja
44*,Henriques3-22,Starc2-34)beatAustralia
150/ 7 (Finch 35, Short 34, Chahal 3-25,
Natarajan3-30)by11runs.

YuzvendraChahalcelebrates thewicketofMathewWade. BCCITwitter

Concussion substitute
remains a grey area
SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,DECEMBER4

CONTROVERSYERUPTEDforthefirsttimedur-
ing India’s ongoing tour of Australia, as
YuzvendraChahalcameinasaconcussionsub-
stituteforRavindraJadejaintheopeningT20I
andendedupbeingtheplayerofthematchfor
histhreewickets.TheAustralianteammanage-
ment disagreedwithmatch referee David
Boon’sdecisiontoallowIndiaaconcussionsub
despiteJadejanotbeinggivenaconcussiontest
onthespot.

The incident
Onthesecondballof the finaloverduring

India’sinnings,bowledbyMitchellStarc,Jadeja
top-edgedaback-of-a-lengthdeliveryintohis
helmet.Theballwenttowardsbackwardpoint
where the catchwasdropped. Jadejawasn’t
checkedbytheIndianteamphysioonthespot
following the incident andhe played three
moreballsafterthatandhittwoboundaries.
Inthepreviousover,Jadejahadgrabbedhis

hamstringandthephysiowentouttotreathim.
Hewas seen strugglingwithhis runningbe-
tween thewickets and the injuryapparently
hadputaquestionmarkoverhisparticipation
intherestofthematch.

Thecontroversy
With Jadeja tobeassessedbythemedical

team, Indiaaskedforaconcussionsubduring
theinningsbreak,whichwasapprovedbythe
matchreferee.Thedecisiondidn’tgodownwell
withAustralia coach Justin Langer, ashewas
seenhavingaheatedconversationwithBoon.
Australia captainAaronFinchwaspresent as
well. Langer left the conversationvisibly an-
noyed.AlthoughJadejawasn’tgivenaconcus-
siontestonthespot,it’snotunusualforsymp-
tomstoshowupbelatedly.
The ICC concussion management

guidelines allow concussion test at the
endof theover aswell – “At the endof the
over, if the player resumesplay after hav-
ing sustained a blow on the head.” In this
case, the end of the over marked the end
of the innings and Jadejawas assessed af-

ter he returned to the dressing-room.

Therule
Rule1.2.7.3oftheICCplayingconditionsfor

concussionsubstitutionstates:“TheICCMatch
RefereeshouldordinarilyapproveaConcussion
ReplacementRequest if the replacement is a
like-for-likeplayerwhoseinclusionwillnotex-
cessivelyadvantagehisteamfortheremainder
ofthematch.”Rule1.2.7.7states:“Thedecision
of the ICCMatch Referee in relation to any
ConcussionReplacementRequestshallbefinal
andneitherteamshallhaveanyrightofappeal.”

Thegreyarea
The‘like-for-like’phraseisagreyareahere.

Jadejaisaleft-armspin-allrounder,whileChahal
whoreplacedhimisa right-armleg-spinner.
Speakingtocricket.com.au,Australiaall-rounder
MoisesHenriquesquestionedifChahalwasthe
rightplayer to replace Jadeja. “I think theonly
real issue isyou’vegot toaskyourselfwas it a
like-for-likereplacement?Ishe(Jadeja)an(sic)
out-and-outspinner?”Henriquessaid.

Theclarification
Last year, ICC generalmanager (cricket)

Geoff Allardice tried to clarify the ‘like-for-
like’issue.“Everycircumstanceisgoingtobe
differentdependingonwhentheplayerisre-
quested to be replaced,” Allardice told re-
porters at Edgbaston, adding: “...it’s very
mucharoundwhatisthelikelyroleofthein-
juredplayer forrestof thematchandwhois
most like-for-likewith the role that player
willplay.”

Jadejahasbeenruledoutoftherestofthe
T20seriesduetoconcussion.BCCITwitter

Williamsonhits
251,putsNZin
dominantposition
Hamilton: The secondday of the first
Test betweenNewZealand and the
West Indies belonged to Kane
Williamson.TheNewZealandcaptain,
whose actions anddecisions shaped
the day, scored 251, his third double
centuryandhighest score in tests, be-
foremakinganassertivedeclarationat
519-7 early in the final session.
Williamson’s innings came to an end
14 runs before his declaration but he
courteouslywaited forKyle Jamieson
tocompletehismaidenhalfcenturybe-
fore callinghis batsmen in at 4.25pm,
witharound26oversleftintheday.At
stumps theWest Indies, depleted by
minorinjuriestobatsmanDarrenBravo
and wicketkeeper Shane Dowrich,
were 49 without loss. Bravo has a
sprainedankleandDowrichaninjured
hand. OpenersKraiggBraithwaite(20)
and John Campbell (22) batted
doggedlythroughthelateafternoonto
ensure the tourists went to stumps
withall10wicketsintact. AP
BRIEF SCORES:West Indies 49/0
(Campbell 22*, Brathwaite 20*) trail
NewZealand519/7dec(Williamson
251,Latham86,Jamieson51*,Gabriel
3-89,Roach3-114)by470 runs.

SA-Enggame
postponedafter
playertestspositive
CapeTown:Thefirstone-dayinterna-
tional between South Africa and
Englandwas postponed Friday after
anotherplayertestedpositiveforthe
coronavirusinthehostteams'secure
bio-bubble. The game, the first of
threeODIs,waspostponedtoSunday,
the two cricket federations said.
CricketSouthAfricaandtheEngland
andWalesCricketBoardsaid thede-
cisionwasmade “in the interests of
the safety and well-being of both
teams, match officials and all in-
volved in the match.” The CEOs of
bothboards, KugandrieGovender of
CSA and Tom Harrison of the ECB,
agreed to thepostponement. The
player,whowasnotnamed,isthethird
South African player to test positive
duringtheEnglandtour,whichbegan
inmid-November. One player tested
positiveforthevirusbeforetheteams
went into the bubble at a Cape town
hotel,whileasecondtestedpositivein
the bubble and before the recent
Twenty20series.Englandwonthatse-
ries3-0. AP

BRIEFLY Betting ads during cricket
streaming: I&B ministry steps in
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER4

TAKINGAdimviewofonlinebettingcom-
paniesadvertisingonIndianplatforms, the
Ministryof InformationandBroadcasting
(MIB) has instructed the private satellite
channels to ensure that ‘advertisements
do not promote any activitywhich is pro-
hibitedby statute or law.’
In an advisory issued to ‘all private

satellite TV channels’ on Friday, the gov-
ernment said concerns were expressed
that advertisements on online gaming,
which includes betting, and fantasy
sportsweremisleadingandnot adhering
to the ‘AdvertisingCode laiddownunder
the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act, 1995 and Consumer
Protection Act, 2019.’
“It had come to the notice of the

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
that a large number of advertisements on
Online Gaming, Fantasy Sports, etc have
been appearing on television,” the MIB
stated. “Concerns were expressed that
suchadvertisementsappeartobemislead-
ing, do not correctly convey to the con-
sumers the financial andother risks asso-
ciated thereof, arenot in strict conformity
with theAdvertisingCode.”
The Indian Express reported on

Thursday two online betting companies
ran direct advertising campaigns during
the live streaming of the India-Australia
one-day international series on SonyLIV,
allowingusers fromIndiatoplacebetson-
line using the Indian banking system.
Online sports betting is prohibited in all
statesandunionterritories,exceptSikkim.
Expertshad flaggedconcernsover the

development, saying it violated the The
Advertising Standards Council of India
(ASCI) guidelines, which state that “ad-
vertisements shall not propagate prod-
ucts, theuseofwhich isbannedunder the
law”.ASCIhad said their guidelines cover
the content of advertisements of real-
money gaming that appear on any plat-
form, includingOTT.
In its advisory, the MIB reiterated the

rule. “In the light of the above, all broad-
casters are advised that theGuidelines is-
suedbyASCIarecompliedwithandadver-
tisements broadcast on television adhere
totheaforementionedGuidelinesofASCI,”
theMIB said.
“Itmayalsobeensured thatadvertise-

ments do not promote any activitywhich
is prohibited by statute or law.” The MIB
also reiterated the guidelines for online
gamingandfantasysports,whichwerere-
leased on November 24 and will be en-
forcedfromDecember15.Accordingtothe
regulation,adsrelatedtoonlinegamingfor
realmoneymust haveproper disclaimers
in relation to under-age participants as

well as thepotential financial risks.
“Theadvertisements shouldnotpres-

ent ‘Online gaming for real money win-
nings’ as an incomeopportunityor alter-
nate employment option,” it added. “The
advertisement should not suggest that a
person engaged in gaming activity is in
anywaymore successful as compared to
others.”

Self-regulation for fantasy
leagues?

Niti Aayog on Friday published a draft
for discussion to regulate online fantasy
sports platforms in India. Online fantasy
sports like Dream11, Mobile Premier
League and My11Circle, among others,
have been accused of treading a fine line
between sports betting and fantasy gam-
ing. These games are banned in several
states, which have strict gambling laws.
However, recentHighCourt verdicts have
saidthesearegamesof skillandnotchance
andthereforedonotamount togambling.
“Fantasy sports contests do not have

independent legal recognition, having to
shelter under an undefined exception to
thestategamblingandpublicorder laws,”
the draft stated. “Formal recognition of
the fantasy sports industryandproviding
for principle-led governance would en-
able Indian OFSP (Online Fantasy Sports
Platform) operators to focus on innova-
tion and achieve scale and expand their
operations in a clear andprinciple-based
regulatory environment, achieving the
mission of the Aatmanirbhar Bharat
Initiative and the PrimeMinister’s vision
of Indian-made and developed applica-
tions flourishing and succeeding in India
and outside India aswell.”
The government’s think-tank has said

‘self-regulationmustalsobethepreferred
mode of governance to ensure ongoing
transparency,consumerprotectionandac-
countability.’ It also suggested guiding
principles for the industry, which it says
‘may be treated as a uniform “regulatory
sandbox”.’
Niti Aayog has invited comments till

December19, followingwhichaformalpa-
perwill beprepared. The finaldecisionon
theissuewillbewiththeCabinetbasedon
the draft prepared by the Ministry of
Electronics and InformationTechnology.

Atelevisiongrabof theBetwayad.

New Delhi


	051220_IL_01
	051220_IL_02
	051220_IL_03R
	051220_IL_04
	051220_IL_05
	051220_IL_06
	051220_IL_07
	051220_IL_08
	051220_IL_09
	051220_IL_10
	051220_IL_11
	051220_IL_12
	051220_IL_13
	051220_IL_14
	051220_IL_15
	051220_IL_16
	051220_IL_17
	051220_IL_18

