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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.

Avoice you can trust amid the clanging of alarm bells.
Vajiram & Ravi and The Indian Express are proud to deliver the

electronic version of this morning’s edition of The Indian Express
to your Inbox. You may follow The Indian Express’s news and

analysis through the day on
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Public health priority
will decide vaccine

cost, PM tel

LIZMATHEW & MANOJ CG
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Friday told leaders of all
parties that experts had said vac-
cines against Covid-19 would be
ready in the next few weeks, and
that they would be manufac-
tured on a large scale in the
country. The inoculation will be-
gin as soon as scientists give the
go-ahead, the PM said.
Opposition leaders, particu-
larly Sharad Pawar of NCP, de-
manded that the vaccine should
be distributed free. With all par-
ties suggesting that the vaccine
should be at least priced nomi-
nally, Modi said that the Centre

Is parties

Focuson
@ roadmap

EXPLAINED

THE FIRST shots will be re-
ceived by healthcare and
frontline workers, but not
many more details are avail-
able - even though the PM
has said that India would be
ready to roll out the vaccina-
tion programme as soon as
scientists give the go-ahead.

was in talks with state govern-
ments, and that the larger pub-
lic health would be the priority

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Jharkhand HC takes note
of reports, asks govt to
file ‘detailed affidavit’

— THE —
SCHOLARSHIP
——— ScAaM —

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANCHI, DECEMBER 4

THE JHARKHAND High Courton
Friday took suo motu cognizance
of The Indian Express investiga-
tion into the sprawling Pre-
Matric Scholarship scam and
asked the state to file a “detailed
affidavit” in the matter.

The court had listed the mat-
ter after Ranchi-based lawyer
Mohammad Shadab Ansari
wrote to Chief Justice Ravi
Ranjan asking the court to take
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The Indian Express report on
November 1

cognizance of the findings of The
Indian Express. The court turned
the letter into a PIL, stating this
was prima facie a “scandal”.
The investigation by The
Indian Express had laid bare a
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

GOVT-FARMER TALKS RESUME TODAY

Reports of disquiet in Punjab; Govt
looks at MSP, redressal assurances

APMC, pvt mandi
parity, court
process will need
amendments

HARIKISHAN SHARMA,
MANRAJGREWAL
SHARMA

& RAAKHIJAGGA

NEW DELHI, CHANDIGARH,
DECEMBER 4

HAVING ANNOUNCED its inten-
tion to address key concerns of
farmers such as levelling the
playing field between APMC
mandis and private markets, reg-
istration of traders, and allowing
farmers’ recourse to civil courts
for dispute resolution, the
Central government Friday inter-
nally discussed options on how
to incorporate these changes.
Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Tomar met senior of-
ficials in Krishi Bhawan and went
through the 10-page note mailed
by farmers’ unions on Thursday
morning and the substance of
the talks during the seven-hour
discussion later that day.
Hopeful of breaking the
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Farmers at the Singhu border in New Delhi on Friday. Praveen Khanna MORE REPORTS, PAGES 4,6

On table now, issues which Opp
raised in House, Govt dismissed

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

ITWAS a crisis foretold.

The farmer protests on the
borders of Delhi and their dis-
cussions with the government at
Vigyan Bhavan — another round

of talks will be held Saturday —
are arerun of the concerns raised
in Parliament this September
over the three farm Bills, and
suggestions which the govern-
ment chose to ignore.

The Opposition had urged
the government not to pass the
Billsin a hurry, but to send them

Wedding stopped in UP, groom says,
‘no talk of conversion... love enough’

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW,DECEMBER 4

THE MUSLIM youth whose wed-
ding to a Hindu neighbour was
stopped in Lucknow's Duda
Colony by the police under the

new anti-conversion law said
neither of them planned to con-
vert. Pointing out that the two
had known each other for five
years, the mother of the woman
said the marriage had their sanc-
tion and nobody could stop it.
The families also said the

wedding was planned before the
law came into force, on
November 28, and they would
have sought permission if they
knew it was required.
The groom, who works as a
pharmacist, told The Indian Express,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

for Parliamentary scrutiny given
the sweep, intent and implica-
tions. From MSP to mandi sys-
tem, contract farming to dispute
resolution mechanism, these
concerns of the farmers had
been flagged by MPs, even from
parties such as AIADMK and BJD
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MAHARASHTRA MLC
POLLS: MVA SCORES
OVER BJP pPaGE 6

ANVAY NAIK SUICIDE:
POLICE DROP KEY
CHARGE AGAINST

GOSWAMI, OTHERS
PAGE9

Massive BJP surge in
Hyderabad civic poll,
says Telangana next

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, DECEMBER 4

MARKING A stunning perform-
ance in the Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation (GHMC)
elections, the BJP on Friday
emerged as the second-largest
party, dislodging the ruling
Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS)
from half the seats it had held.
While the BJP tally went up from
fourin 2016 to 48, the TRS num-
bers went down from 99 to 55.
With only one result in the
150-member GHMC still pend-
ing following the order for a re-
count, the TRS will finish well
short of the mark of at least 65
seats to get the mayor's post.
While the AIMIM retained its
tally of 44 seats, while contest-
ing 51 seats instead of 60 last
time, the blow of ending up be-
hind the BJP will hurt. The GHMC
polls were a prestige battle for
AIMIM president Asaduddin
Owaisi on his home turf,and the
BJP that ran a high-pitch cam-
paignrolling out its big guns had
principally targeted it. Among
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

FINAL COUNT

TRS BJP  AIMIM

55 44

-44) | (+44) ©)
150
TOTAL
SEATS

Recount n Congress
1 2(0)

Figures in brackets indicate change
from2016

BUSINESS AS USUAL

By UNNY

Citing inflation concern,
RBI holds key rate; says
recovery needs support

KHUSHBOO NARAYAN
& GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 4

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
on Friday left key policy rates un-
changed for the third timeinarow
in the wake of persistently high
retail inflation, even as it pointed
to the economy, which contracted

in the last two quarters, showing
signs of an early recovery.

The six-member Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) de-
cided to maintain status quo on
the policy rate and to continue
with the accommodative stance
“as long as necessary, at least
during the current financial year
and into the next financial year”
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in the country with a net worth of Rs 54,850 crore. Here's alook at the other wealthiest Indian

businesswomen.

WHAT'S TRENDING

EXPRESS RESEARCH

LOVE IN THE TIME OF
PANDEMIC

When Tarun Kanti Pal,
66, met 63-year-old
Swapna Roy.

WHY SOME STOLEN
ITEMS DON'T RETURN

Demands for the return
Kohinoor have been
turned down

alasting impact on
Indian football’s psyche

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In this episode, we talk about what made
Diego Maradona one of the biggest legends
in football and his lasting impact on Indian

football's psyche.
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Disquiet

deadlock Saturday when the talks
will resume, sources said the gov-
ernment was willing toeven give
awrittenassurance to farmerson
the continuance of MSP
(Minimum Support Price)and the
manner of procurement to farm-
ers. “Awritten assurance on MSP
and procurement is just short of
putting it down in law,” said a
source, indicating the distance the
government was willing to walk
to placate the farmers.

The government’s concilia-
tory stance is also influenced by
ground reports about deep re-
sentment among farmers in
Punjab. They were told that in
spite of the successful procure-
ment of paddy, farmers believed
the farm laws spelt an end to the
APMCregime. It was also pointed
out that had the party's former
ally Akali Dal not channelled that
anger, hardline forces may have
hijacked the protests. The top
leaders were told the resentment
was more pronounced in the
Malwaregion of Punjab that bor-
ders both Haryana and Rajasthan.

Former BJP MP and
Additional Solicitor General
Satya PalJain, who hasbeenrep-
resenting the Centre in farmer-
related cases in the Punjab and
Haryana High Court, said all is-
sues were on the table. "The gov-
ernment is also considering
farmers’ apprehensions around
the MSP. I am confident things
will be sorted out soon,” Jain said.

In the meeting with the 40
representatives of farmers’ unions
on Thursday, the government had
identified four key issues related
to the new farm laws. These in-
clude: a level-playing field be-
tween APMC (Agricultural
Produce Market Committee)
mandis and private markets; need
for proper registration of traders
outside APMC mandis; recourse
to civil courts to dispute resolu-
tion, which right now is officer-
led; and the need for registration
of contract farming.

Besides these, the unions de-
manded that the MSP system be
hardwired in the law itself.

After the meeting, Tomar
had said the government would
consider the points identified in
the meeting. It is learnt that offi-
cials from the agriculture, food
and law ministries discussed
various options. While some
concerns of the farmers can be
addressed through executive or-
ders, some others may require
amendment to the laws.

For instance, to ensure sany-
ata(level-playing field) between
the APMC mandis and private
markets,amendment of Section
6 of the Farmers’ Produce Trade
and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Act, 2020 may be re-
quired. Similarly, a tweak in the
provisions of the Act will be re-
quired to allow disputes to be
taken to civil courts. Under the
Act, Section 15 states that dis-
putes arising out of transactions
in the alternative markets can-
not be entertained in regular
civil courts. Instead, these have
to be compulsorily referred to
conciliation boards and appel-
late authorities appointed by the
local Sub-Divisional Magistrates
and District Collectors.

PM on vaccine

when the price is decided.

Modi, who last week re-
viewed the progress at India's
top vaccine hubs, informed the
meeting that eight potential vac-
cines, including three Indian
candidates, were at different
stages of trials in the country.

“Experts expect that the vac-
cine will be ready within the next
few weeks. India's vaccination
drive will begin as soon as we get
a go-ahead from scientists. The
Centre is working on the basis of
suggestions from state govern-
ments about who will be inocu-
lated in the first phase of the vac-
cination drive,” Modi said.

He said healthcare workers
involved in treating Covid-19 pa-

tients, frontline workers, and the
elderly who were suffering from
serious conditions, would get
priority in vaccination. The
meeting, which was convened
by the Ministry of Parliamentary
Affairs, was attended by the floor
leaders of all parties in both
Houses of Parliament.

“The world is looking out for
the cheapest and safest vaccine,”
Modi said. “Because of this, it is
natural that the world is watch-
ing India. I have visited vaccine
hubs in Ahmedabad, Pune, and
Hyderabad and witnessed the
ongoing preparation for manu-
facturing the vaccine.”

Sources said the government
was confident of being able to
start distributing the vaccines in
some weeks, even though it did
not put forward a specific time-
line. The meeting — the second
of its kind convened by the gov-
ernment — was held ina “cordial
atmosphere and went off on a
positive note”, a top source said.

A senior Opposition leader
told The Indian Express that a de-
tailed presentation made by the
Health Secretary was “fine”, but
itcontained a few “ifsand buts”.
“For instance, the presentation
said ‘whoever needs to be vacci-
nated, will be vaccinated'. This
was ambiguous. Who will de-
cide who needs to be vacci-
nated? Vaccination is generally
universal,” the leader said.

Several regional leaders de-
manded that the Centre should
provide states with the financial
support needed for the vaccina-
tion programme. Congress
leader in Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury said: “We hoped
and expected that the govern-
ment would tell us details about
the vaccination plan. But the gov-
ernment merely said health
workers and frontline workers
would be given priority. We
agree that should be done...that
is necessary...but what about
the 130 crore Indians? No
roadmap was presented.”

Leader of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad spoke
about the need to develop infra-
structure to store vaccines at sub-
zero temperatures. Ram Gopal
Yadav of the Samajwadi Party
said 2.5 per cent of the GDP must
be allocated to the health sector.

Ina three-page note given to
the government, the CPM'’s
Elamaram Kareem underlined
the massive economic costs of
the pandemic, and the ways in
which it had destroyed lives and
livelihoods, and pushed crores
of people into poverty, hunger
and deprivation.

Hyderabad poll

the 48 seats won by the BJP, six
were in the Muslim-dominated
Charminar division.

The Congress'’s tally stood at
two, the same as in 2016.

BJP leaders said the party's
performance “made it ambigu-
ously clear thatitis emerging as
the alternative force" in
Telangana, which they said was
their agenda for this election.
The party sees Telangana as one
of the states where it has the
most chance after Karnataka. BJP
president J P Nadda and senior
leader and Home Minister Amit
Shah said the results also
showed “unequivocal support
towards PM Modi’s develop-
ment and governance model”.

The BJP won in areas domi-
nated by software engineers, in-
tra-state migrants, and people
who moved out of the congested
0ld City of Hyderabad to newer
areas of the city on the outskirts.
The party appears to have made
substantial gains among socially
and economically backward
communities as well. In the 2019
Lok Sabha elections, the BJP had
demonstratedits presence in the
state, winning four of the 17 seats
with almost 20% vote share.

BJP Telangana chief Bandi
Sanjay Kumar said, “The BJP’s
win in the November 10
Dubbaka by-election was the
defeat of T Harish Rao, the

whichare considered friendly to
the government. Yet Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh Tomar,
who is now leading the talks
with the farmers, told Lok Sabha
on September 17: “l want to re-
quest the farmers not to get in-
fluenced by disinformation for
political ends (rajnitik drishti se
kiye gaye kisi bhi dushprachar se
prabhavit na ho).”

This is what members said
during the debates in Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha on September
17 and September 20:

The worry

M Initiating the debate in Lok
Sabhaon September 17,Ravneet
Singh Bittu, Congress MP from
Ludhiana, said: “If you give trou-
ble to the farmers of Punjab, if
you put Punjab, a border state,
in crisis, the country will suf-
fer... Ifyou commitatrocities on
the farmers of Punjab and
Haryana, how will the country
function? Our soldiers too hail
from Punjaband Haryana. There
is bound to be a reaction. There
will be unrest. You create diffi-
culties regarding SYL canal and
MSP. What will you gain out of
itexcept unrest?”

M At the end of the debate,
Congress leader in Lok Sabha
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury said:
“You are saying the farmers will
benefit because of this (Bills).
Show me one farmer who is
happy with these Bills. Look at
Haryana and Punjab, the farm-
ersare unhappy. Wahan aaglag
gayi hai. Both the states are in
ferment.”

B In Rajya Sabha on
September 20, SAD’s Naresh
Gujral said: “Don’t think the
farmers of Punjab are weak...
Mr Minister, I have only one re-
quest... the spark thathas been
lit in Punjab and Haryana...
don’t allow it to turn into a fire.
Otherwise it may be written in
history... thatlamhon ne khata
ki thi, sadiyon ne saza paayi."

On MSP

EFormer Prime Minister H
D Deve Gowda of JD(S): “One of
the central fears of the farmers
is that the ordinances may be a
ploy and a precursor to phase
out grain procurement at mini-
mum support prices. This they
perceive would throw them to
the mercy of private players and
big corporates... Since the ordi-
nances were brought hurriedly
during araging pandemic, there
appears to be widespread
doubt.”

M S R Balasubramoniyan
(AIADMK) “The Bill is silent
about the Minimum Support
Price (MSP) which is essential
for the survival of farmers. The
Government should stipulate
mandatory rules for the
Minimum Support Price. Thatis

more important for the farmers
than anything else.”

B Partap Singh Bajwa
(Congress): “Agriculture and
market, according to Schedule
VIl of the Constitution, are state
subjects. The ordinance and Bills
are againstour federal coopera-
tive spirit. Further, we don’t
want APMC and Minimum
Support Price to be tinkered
with.”

B K Shanmugasundaram
(DMK): “The Bill is silent about
the Minimum Support Price
which is essential for the sur-
vival of farmers. The
Government should stipulate
mandatory rules for MSP.”

B Arvind Sawant (Shiv
Sena): “Include a provision to
say that no agreement (for pur-
chase) can be entered into
which is less than the MSP so
that farmers will get the base
price and they are convinced.”

B Ram Mohan Naidu
(TDP): “There hasbeen nomen-
tionaboutthe MSPinany of the
three Bills and this is leading to
confusion. The Government is
saying that there is nothing to
fear about the MSP. If that is the
case, then why do they not
make it liable for the private
players to ensure that MSP is
granted to the farmers? If thatis
included, then much of the
ruckus thatis being created will
be settled.”

W Binoy Viswam (CPI): “Ire-
quest the Minister.. . if the state-
ment about the MSPis true and
sincere... he should move anof-
ficial amendment here, saying
that he will add a clause ensur-
ing the MSP for the farmers. In
that case, I promise you, even
though we oppose you politi-
cally, the Communist Party of
India will support this Bill.”

B Tomar’s response, both in
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha, was
“MSP-based procurement was
thereinthe country, isthere,and
will continue.”

On dispute resolution

H Ram Mohan Naidu
(TDP): “On the question of
Dispute Resolution
Mechanism... much of it has
been delegated to the
Executive, like the Magistrates
and District Collectors. Now,
the courts are not being in-
volved in this. This provision
would be a partial solution.
Apart from trade related dis-
putes, farmers will have other
legal battles also which could
be land related. In these times,
[ think, it would be better if the
Government thinks of setting
up Agricultural Tribunalsin line
with the provision of Article
323 (b) of Constitution of
India.”

M S Jothimani (Congress):
“This Bill says that there is a dis-

On table now, issues which Opp

raised in House, Govt dismissed

pute settlement mechanism.He
or she can go to the conciliation
board. If nothing happens in 30
days,afarmer canapproachthe
Sub-Divisional Magistrate. If it
does not work, then there is a
District Collector. In this process,
simple and poor farmers willbe
pitted in a long legal battle
against corporate giants. What
is the guarantee that justice will
be granted after all this mental
trauma? Inthe process, farmers’
livelihood and hope will be de-
stroyed.”

BAnubhavMohanty (BJD):
“The dispute resolution mecha-
nism is too complicated for
small farmers. .. This Bill should
go to the Standing Committee
for scrutiny for more and more
clarity. Our farmers feed us. I
think this Bill has been brought
very hastily.”

M Tomar defended the dis-
puteresolution mechanismen-
visaged in the Bills.

On mandi system

EKanakamedalaRavindra
Kumar (TDP): “Farmers have
serious concerns about this Bill.
Firstly, it prohibits State
Governments from collecting
the market fee, cess or levy for
trade outside notified APMC
mandis, removes inter-State
trade barriers and provides
framework for electronic trad-
ing directly between a buyer
and afarmer. In simple words, it
breaks the States’ control over
farmers, enabling them to
choose whom they want to sell
to... without paying the market
fee, the corporate sector will
purchase agriculture produce
outside the market through bro-
kers according to the price fixed
by them.”

B K Keshava Rao (TRS):
“You are creating an extra zone
in the geological order. They al-
ready have APMCs. We know
thatstill people canbuy outside
the APMC, but the regulated
body being there gives some
kind of protection and some
kind of psychological backing to
the farmer that whenever he
needs the price, whenever he
needs protection, he goes back
to the Market Committee regu-
lated zone and gets the money.
Now, you have kept the entire
thing open. Anybody witha PAN
can start an electronic trading
thing.”

B AnubhavMohanty (BJD):
It “may be not direct but the in-
direct impact of the Bill is that
APMCs may fade away. Though
the Bill does not abolish existing
APMCs, it may end up having
that impact by creating plat-
forms where zero-tax trade can
take place. Notwithstanding. ..
problems, APMCs fulfil some
important functions, especially
for small and marginal farmers.

They provide anassured market
tofarmers, provide storage facil-
ities, act as a medium for price
discovery at the local level.”

B Mahua Moitra (TMC):
“Section 6 of the Bill lays out that
no market fee, cess or levy un-
der the State APMC Acts shall
now be levied on farmers and
traders by the State Government
for trading in a trade area as de-
fined in the new Bill. However,
under the existing State Acts,
this market fee will be payable.
So, this is going to lead to a sub-
stantial loss to the State excheq-
uer because now any area out-
side the notified area will de
facto be treated as a trade area
where no State revenue can be
realized. One farmer or trader
trading in a trade area and an-
other being charged across the
road by the State is going to cre-
atearidiculous rural divide.”

B Sukhbir Singh Badal
(SAD): “The farmers of Punjab
havealotof apprehensions. The
MNCs, tycoons and magnates
willindulge in private purchase
of food grains as they will not be
taxed. In the beginning, they
may lure by giving more rate
thanthe MSP,but when they es-
tablish their monopoly, they will
fleece and strangle the farmers.”

B K K Ragesh (CPM): “Our
mandi system... yes... thereare
alotmany limitations. But those
limitations... need to be ad-
dressed and rectified. But, at the
same time, the mandi system
provides a kind of competitive-
ness and that ensures at least
some sort of remunerative
prices to our farmers. Through
this Bill, the Government is sim-
ply slow-poisoning the mandi
system.”

M Tomar said the mandi tax
imposed by state governments
range between 2 t0 8.5 per cent.
He said when trade takes place
outside the mandis, “this 8.5 per
cent tax will not be there and
farmers are going to directly
benefit from this.”

On contract farming

B N K Premachandran
(RSP): “Contract farming world-
wide has proved tobe afailure.”

M Kalyan Banerjee (TMC):
“In a country where more than
85 per cent cultivators are mar-
ginal and small farmers, the Bill
does not actually seem to cater
to the plight and safety of the
poor farmers. By promoting
contract farming, the Bill instead
tends to permanently empower
the big landlords, agricultural
business lobbies.”

B K Shanmugasundaram
(DMK): “Giving legal sanction to
contract farming would help
corporates enter the agriculture
sector, and may increase the
productivity, but would it help
the farmers.”

nephew of Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao. The GHMC
polls have dealt a bigger defeat
to KT Rama Rao, the son of the
CM (he led the TRS campaign).”

Kumar added that the party
was now poised to wrest power
in Telangana, with the TRS hav-
ing “failed to fulfill the aspira-
tions of the people”. “KCR and
the TRS cannot take anything for
granted now,” he said.

BJP general secretary Bhup-
ender Yadav, who was sent to su-
pervise the party’s electioneer-
ing in Hyderabad straight from
its Bihar success, said, “It's moral
victory over dynasty politics and
politics of corruption.” He said
establishing itself in Hyderabad,
withits preeminent space in the
digital industry, was crucial for
the party as it showed “both its

expansion and its acceptance”.

Former state BJP chief K
Laxman said the party would
have won even more seats but
for the TRS "understanding"
with the AIMIM.

With the BJP making its
claims of a secret pact between
the TRS and AIMIM the mainstay
of its poll campaign, the TRS also
faces the unenviable prospect of
depending on Owaisi’s party to
retain control of the GHMC.
KCR’s son KTRama Rao, also the
Municipal ~ Administration
Minister, said, “We lost several
seats by a margin of very few
votes, 100 or even just 70.”

Following another dismal
performance by the Congress, its
PCC chief N Uttam Kumar Reddy
submitted his resignation.
Congress MP from Malkajgiri A

Revanth Reddy is likely to be ap-
pointed the new state chief.
The results took time as bal-
lot papers were used in the
GHMC elections instead of
EVMs due to Covid-19 protocols.

Jharkhand HC

nexus of middlemen, banking
correspondents, school staff and
government officials illegally di-
verting funds disbursed under
the Centre's pre-Matric scholar-
ship for poor minority students.

The Indian Express investi-
gated entries, district by district,
on the National Scholarship
Portal (NSP) and matched them
with beneficiary bank accounts
in the Public Finance
Management System (PFMS) to
find how a direct benefit transfer
scheme was being derailed by

corruption - despite checks like
Aadhaar cards and fingerprints,
and verification from school to
state level.

On Friday, a Bench of Chief
Justice Ravi Ranjan and Justice
Surjit Narayan took note of the
“detailed report published in The
Indian Express” on the siphoning
of money. Chief Justice Ravi
Ranjan read out the headline of
the report: “Many Ways to dupe
a poor student: steal IDs, lie
about source of funds, pocket
most of it - all officially”, and
said, “The Indian Express investi-
gation is very exhaustive... Itisa
very serious matter and we
want a detailed affidavit on this.”

Advocate General for the
State of Jharkhand Rajeev
Ranjan said he would have the
affidavit filed. The matter will be

New Delhi

heard again on December 18.

RBI holds rate

torevive growth onadurable ba-
sis, while ensuring that inflation
remains within the target range.

In its bi-monthly monetary
policy, the central bank also of-
fered more funds to 26 stressed
sectors in the Covid-hit economy
to maintain the tempo of the re-
covery. On the RBI Internal
Working Group’s recommenda-
tion to allow industrial houses to
enter the banking sector, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das said: “It
isareport by an internal working
group.Itshould notbe seenasthe
RBI's point of view or decision.”

The policy panel kept the
main policy rate, repo rate, at 4
per cent and reverse repo rate at
3.35 per cent. With consumer
price inflation at a six-year high
of 7.6 per cent in October, the RBI
said it expects inflation in the
October-December quarter to be
6.8 per cent, which is well above
its medium target level of 4 per
cent within a band of plus/mi-
nus 2 per cent.

The policy panel indicated
that the economy is showing
signs of recovery. The RBI now
believes that GDP contraction
for the full fiscal year will be
lower at 7.5 per cent against the
9.5 per cent projected earlier.
GDP contracted by 23.9 per cent
in the June quarter and 7.3 per
cent in the September quarter.
But with the country gradually
opening up after the lockdown,
real GDP is expected to expand
by 0.1 per cent in the December
quarter and 0.7 per cent in the
March quarter, the RBI said.

“The MPCis of the view that
inflation is likely to remain ele-
vated, barring transient reliefin
the winter months from prices
of perishables. This constrains
monetary policy at the current
juncture from using the space
available to act in support of
growth,” Das said.

Atthe same time, the signs of
recovery are far from being
broad-based and are dependent
on sustained policy support, he
said — and reiterated that while
inflation remains a policy prior-
ity, the pandemic warrants spe-
cial attention to growth.

Das said the preservation of
financial stability and interest of
depositors remained uppermost
on the RBI's agenda. “We could
swiftly resolve the situation at
two scheduled commercial
banks (Yes Bank and Lakshmi
Vilas Bank). We remain strongly
committed to preserve the sta-
bility of the financial sector and
will do whatever is necessary on
this front,” he said.

Wedding halted

“There is no question of conver-
sion...nodiscussion about conver-
sation...becauselfeel thatiftwo of
us love each other, we can accept
each other for who we are. If she
isaHindu,Icanacceptherreligion
and identity,and she agreed todo
the same.” The womanwas notat
home.

The police had stopped the
ceremony, being held as per
Hindu rituals, on Wednesday
night, on a complaint by the
Hindu outfit Rashtriya Yuva
Vahini, though no case hasbeen
filed. While the groom is 24, the
bride is 22, and the two are
neighbours. The 24-year-old
said they were planning to hold
both Muslim and Hindu rituals,
and neither of them was con-
verting. The police earlier said all
they wanted was for the two to
follow the norms of the new law
and that “there was no offence”.

Speaking to The Indian
Express on Friday at the house of
the groom, the mother of the
woman said, “It is no one’s busi-
ness whom my daughter gets
married to. We have lived in a
mixed colony all our lives and
have been friends with Muslims.
Then, why can’t my daughter get
married to a Muslim? He does
not want her to convert either...
Idon’t know who complained to

the police or if they acted on
their own.”

The woman’s mother works
as a cook; her father is a driver.

The groom said, “The two of
us know each other, we like each
other.Iwould noteven call thisa
love marriage, both families had
agreed and it was more an
arranged marriage. I asked for
her hand from her mother a year
ago. [ was sure that I would not
marry her if her family didn’t
agree.” His father was arickshaw
puller but is too old now; his
mother died a few years back.

The wedding date had been
fixed two months ago, the fam-
ilies said. “If we had known
about the new law, we would
have sought permission and this
embarrassment could have
been avoided,” the mother of the
woman said. The groom said he
was ready to apply to the district
administration and wait as long
as it takes. “There is no hurry, I
will get married according to the
rules and regulations.”

Under the UP Prohibition of
Unlawful Conversion of Religion
Ordinance, 2020, anyone want-
ing to convert to another religion
has to seek permission from the
District Magistrate at least two
months in advance. Any
“wrongful” conversion entails
punishment under the law.

The groom added that they
were open to marrying under
the Special Marriage Act, which
allows for a ceremony without
any change of religion.

Recalling the wedding day, the
mother of the woman said, “She
had got ready, been to the beauty
parlour. Then, all this happened.
It was hard, but she is fine now.”
She added they were not worried
about the financial losses.
“Eventually what matters is my
daughter’s happiness... Whatifwe
had notallowed themto get mar-
ried and they had eloped?”

Para Police Station SHO
Triloki Singh earlier told The
Indian Express that they inter-
vened following a complaint by
some Rashtriya Yuva Vahini rep-
resentatives. “We told the fami-
lies that under the new law, you
canonly get married if you have
notified the DM for the specified
time. We told them that it
should not seem that there is
pressure to convert,” he said.

Lucknow DCP (South) Ravi
Kumar said the families had
been provided a copy of the new
law. “They have given in writing
that they will seek permission
from the DM. No offence has
been committed and we have
not lodged a case,” said Kumar.

Rashtriya Yuva Vahini na-
tional president KD Sharma said
their outfit's minority cell state
chief, Yasir Khan, had lodged the
complaint. Sharmalives less than
akilometre from where the cou-
ple stay. “I called up the SHO as
well and told him to take neces-
sary action... We are not against
the marriage, but we want the
new law to be followed,” Sharma
said, claiming he had got a call
from the national president of
the Hindu Mahasabha too re-
garding the wedding.

Advocate  Mukteshwar
Mishra said if the couple did not
intend to convert, the new law
could not apply to them. “In case
they intend to marry, they have
to get their marriage solemnised
under the Special Marriage Act.
This will ensure that the provi-
sions of the new Ordinance,
which deals withillegal conver-
sions, will not apply in their mar-
riage. But both of them have to
continue practising their respec-
tive religions,” Mishra said.

The families said they didn’t
wantany “‘jhanjhat”.“We are sim-
ple people. We somehow manage
with what we make... When we
get permission, the wedding will
happen. If we don't, then we will
see whattodo. However, wedon’t
see anyreason for the administra-
tion denying us permission,” said
the groom’s brother.
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Stubble burning season over but pollution in
capital still serious, take action, says Javadekar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELH|,DECEMBER 4

UNION ENVIRONMENT Minister
Prakash Javadekar Friday said
Delhi’s air pollution situation was
serious even as the stubble burn-
ingseason in northwest India has
ended. He said the Delhi govern-
ment and other agencies in the
National Capital Region (NCR)
need to take notice of the situa-
tion and immediately initiate
steps to address air pollution-re-
lated complaints.

“The Central Pollution Control
Board’s (CPCB) 50 teams visit ar-
easin Delhi-NCR every day. They
give their observations and com-
plaints on polluting activities to
the relevant agencies. Still, some
work gets done and some does-
n't,” the minister said.

“Delhi government and all
other agencies should take no-
tice... stubble burning happens
for 60-62 days, but after that pol-
lution level has to be controlled
by NCRitself,” Javadekar said.

Share of PM2.5 levels from stubble burning was 1% Friday

Following the minister’s re-
marks, the CPCB on Friday asked
pollution control boards, munic-
ipal corporations and various
other agencies of Delhi and NCR
areas of Haryana, Uttar Pradesh
and Rajasthan tointensify actions
for controlling local emissions.

Calmwinds and low temper-
atures, along with local and re-
gional emissions, has turned

Chargesheet delayed,
journalist gets bail in
espionage case

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

RULING THAT an accused is enti-
tled to default bail if the
chargesheet is not filed within 60
days in offences where no mini-
mum sentence is prescribed, the
Delhi High Court on Friday
granted default bail to journalist
Rajeev Sharma, who is facing ac-
cusations of espionage under the
Official Secrets Act in a case reg-
istered by Delhi Police's Special
Cellin September.

Justice Yogesh Khanna in the
order directed Sharma to provide
his contact number and address
to the police and also asked him
to keep the location app on his
mobile phone open all the time.
It also said he will not leave NCR
without seeking permission of
the trial court.

According to case details,
Sharmaisaccused of having links
with Chinese intelligence officers
and having received funds from
the foreign handlers for allegedly
conveying to them sensitive infor-
mation pertaining to national se-
curity and foreign relations.
Sharma was arrested on
September 14. Two other persons,
aChinese and a Nepalese national,
were arrested by the police later.

Sharma last month moved a
petition under Section 167(2) of
CrPCbefore the lower court con-
tending that he be released onde-
fault bail since 60 days allowed to
the investigating agency for com-
pletion of investigation have
ended but the chargesheet has
not been filed. His plea was dis-
missed by a Patiala House Court
Duty Metropolitan Magistrate on
November 16 which said the time

Gang behind
thefts at
weddings
busted, 5 held

New Delhi: Delhi Police Crime
Branch has arrested five men and
apprehended a few other alleged
members of the ‘band baaja
baraat gang’, who allegedly hire
children and train them before
setting them off to commit thefts
at weddings across Delhi.
Investigation has revealed that
the gang, originally from Madhya
Pradesh, targeted farmhouses
and banquet halls where wed-
dings are organised.

Additional CP (Crime)
Shibhesh Singh said the accused
have been identified as Sandeep,
Hansraj, Sant Kumar, Kishan and
Bobby. “The arrests were made af-
ter the crime branch received a
number of complaints that a
gang, operating in Delhi and NCR,
was committing thefts at wed-
ding venues. A team also started
scanning footage of wedding
functions and identified three
suspects, including two juve-
niles,” Singh said.

Singh said the team found
that the gang was operating from
Rajgarh district of Madhya
Pradesh. “Our team also visited
the three villages in Rajgarh dis-
trict — Gul Kheri, Sulkheri and
Kadiya — to identify the accused
allegedly involved in the inci-
dents. We made their arrest
when they were leaving Delhi
and moving for their village in
MP,” he added.

period of filing the chargesheetin
the case would be 90 days.

According to the procedure
under Section 167 (2) CrPC,anac-
cused is entitled to bail in cases
where the offence is punishable
with death, imprisonment for life
or imprisonment for a term not
less than ten years, when the in-
vestigating agency fails to com-
plete the probe within 90 days.
The accused in other all cases —
where the minimum punish-
ment is less than 10 years — gets
entitled for default bail on expiry
of a period of 60 days. Sharma has
been booked under Section 3/4/6
of the Official Secrets Act and the
offences are punishable with an
imprisonment which may ex-
tend to 14 years but there is no
mention of minimum punish-
ment in the law.

The order passed by the lower
court was challenged before the
High Court by Sharma. Delhi
Police argued that where there is
no minimum punishment pre-
scribed and the maximum pun-
ishment is more than 10 years,
then the chargesheet can be filed
beyond 60 days but before 90
days from the date of arrest.

Justice Khanna said that the of-
fence must have imprisonment
“for a clear period of 10 years or
more” and only then the provision
allowing 90 days for completion
of investigation would be applica-
ble,adding that Sharmais entitled
todefaultbail. “The Official Secrets
Act..., entails punishment which
may extend to 14 years, but the
Section does not talk of minimum
period of sentence and thus does
not pass the test of clear period of
10years or more...as such the pe-
riod of challan in this case would
be 60 days,” the court said.

Delhi-NCR’s air quality index
(AQI) to very poor since
November 30. Share of PM2.5 lev-
els from stubble burning in
Delhi’s air was 1% on Friday and
has been below 7% since
November 23.

P K Gupta, head of CPCB'’s air
quality management division, told
agencies in the letter on Friday
that the AQI is likely to stay in the

‘very poor’ category for the next
few days owing to unfavourable
meteorological conditions.

“Based on feedback received
from 50 CPCB teams since
October 15, major (local) sources
of emissions are open dumping of
garbage, construction and demo-
lition activity, unpaved roads or
pits, re-suspension of road dust,”
Guptasaid in the letter.

According to CPCB'’s analysis
and the number of complaints re-
ceived on social media and the
Sameer mobile application of the
Board, construction and demoli-
tion activity, open dumping of
garbage, road dust and industrial
emissions need to be controlled
in Delhi's south, southwest, north,
northwest and northeast districts.

In NCR, these activities need
to be controlled in Jhajjar,
Bhiwadi, Gurgaon north, Gautam
Buddh Nagar and Noida, said
Guptain the letter.

A Delhi government official
said several measures, including
sprinkling of water on roads,
mechanised sweeping, night pa-

trolling and dust control at con-
struction sites are being taken by
municipal bodies and other agen-
cies in the capital to reduce local
emissions.

OnNovember 20, CPCB chair-
man ShivDas Meena had directed
chief secretaries and various agen-
cies of Delhi-NCR toimmediately
address air pollution complaints
made by the public and 50 teams
of the Board on the Sameer appli-
cation and social media.

He had pointed out the low re-
dressal of complaintsin the letter.
Outof 3,094 complaints lodged by
citizens and inspection teams on
the Sameer application between
October 7 and November 18, 34%
were solved. In the same period,
784 complaints were lodged on
social media platforms of CPCB,
out of which 24% were solved.

A Delhi Pollution Control
Committee official said that as of
Wednesday, its share of pending
complaints on the application
were zero and that the municipal
corporations in Delhi had a high
share of pending complaints.

BJP councillor arrested by CBI for
‘taking bribe’ for MCD clearance

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI|, DECEMBER 4

THE CENTRAL Bureau of
Investigation has arrested a BJP
councillor from Delhi for al-
legedly taking a bribe to help a
man get municipal clearance for
construction of his house.

Agency sources said BJP coun-
cillor from Vasant Kunj Manoj
Mehlawat was arrested while al-
legedly accepting part of the bribe
amount on Thursday evening.
Following his arrest, the CBI also
conducted searches at his house.

"He has been remanded in ju-
dicial custody after his arrest," a
CBI official said.

Sources said the complainant
approached the agency alleging
that the Councillor was demand-
ing a bribe of Rs 10 lakh to help

The complainant
alleged the councillor
demanded a bribe of
Rs 10lakh

him get MCD permission to con-
structa house.

"Accordingly we laid a trap
and caught the Councillor al-
legedly accepting the bribe," the
CBI official said.

The arrest drew a sharp re-
sponse from the AAP, which
termed it as the "feather in the
crown of BJP's corruption”.

AAP chief spokesperson
Saurabh  Bharadwaj said
Mehlawat's arrest laid bare the
"building mafia" in the three civic
bodies controlled by the BJP.

"l am a concerned MLA of

Delhiand Iam telling you that not
a single citizen of Delhi has any
option but bribing the BJP-ruled
MCD officials to build his or her
own house. This collection of
money happensinavery coordi-
nated manner. Every area of Delhi
has different rates defined by the
BJP ruled MCD and the builder
mafia," Bharadwaj said.

He claimed MCD workers and
officials from top to bottom re-
ceive money as part of the alleged
nexus. He further said his party
willhold 181 press conferences to
expose this alleged corruption.

Delhi BJP spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor said the
BJP has zero tolerance towards
corruption and has suspended
the councillor from the party. “We
in Delhi BJP do not hesitate in tak-
ing action on corruption, unlike
the Aam Aadmi Party...”

For niece’s
kanyadaan,
riot accused
gets bail

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

OBSERVING THAT in Hindu
mythology, “the ritual of
‘kanyadaan’ is ripe with deep re-
ligious symbolisms”, a Delhi court
Friday granted interim bail to a
manarrested ina murder case re-
lated to the Northeast Delhi riots.
The man has got two weeks’ bail
to perform the wedding rituals of
his niece.

Additional Sessions Judge
Vinod Yadav granted interim bail
to Brijmohan Sharma on furnish-
ing a bail bond of Rs 50,000 with
one surety of the like amount. He
was arrested in connection with
the murder of Irfan, allegedly by a
riotous mob, in New Usmanpur
area. The court said that though
Sharma’s regular bail application
has been dismissed on November
24, it cannot be a bar to grant him
interim bail for a very short pe-
riod to performimportant rituals
like the “kanyadaan” of his niece.

Though Sharma is not the
girl's father, it is apparent that he
has been a fatherly figure to her
as he had been taking care of the
family of his deceased brother,
the court said.

Itfurther said it was clearly ev-
ident that Sharma's two brothers
had expired long back and that
another brother had separated
from the family. It noted that
Sharma’s father was stated to be
74 years old and hence “it would
be very difficult for such a person
torun here and there for... the exi-
gencies and intricacies involvedin
atypical Hindu marriage”.

“I find substance in the sub-
missions...that presence of appli-
cantis very much necessaryinthe
said marriage, as he has to per-
form certainimportantrituals, in-
cluding ‘kanyadaan’... that carry
deep sentimental significance.

“...in Hindu mythology, the
ritual of *kanyadaan’ is ripe with
deep religious symbolisms as it
exemplifies the bond between a
father and a daughter...,” the or-
der said.

HAD LOSTHIS JOB

Man arrested
in Gurgaon for
three murders
inthree days

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, DECEMBER 4

A 22-YEAR-OLD man has been
arrested for allegedly murdering
three people on three consecu-
tive nights last week with the in-
tention of subsequently looting
them.

According to police, the ac-
cused, identified as Mohammad
Raji, was arrested on Thursday
near IFFCO Chowk.

“The accused used to workin
housekeeping at a guest house
inGurgaon, but had been unem-
ployed for the last one month.
During questioning, he said he
committed three murders last
week, on the nights of
November 23, 24, and 25,” said
ACP (Crime) Preet Pal Sangwan.

Police officials said the ac-
cused, who hails from Bihar,
would lure the victims into con-
suming alcohol with him, and
stab them after they were intox-
icated.

Later, he would then gather
their belongings and flee.

In the first murder, which he
committed on the night of
November 23, the accused had
allegedly stabbed a youth to
death near Leisure Valley Park.

The following night, he al-
legedly stabbed a security guard
todeathinthe greenbeltareain
Sector 40.

Police said the third murder
was the most brutal, with the
body of the deceased, identified
as 26-year-old Rakesh Kumar,
being found decapitated. His
head, officials said, was recov-
ered only after Raji’s arrest.

“The body of the deceased
had been found in an empty plot
in front of the Vigilance Bureau
office in Sector 47. He was iden-
tified through his Aadhaar card,
following which his relatives
were alerted and they confirmed
his identity. Despite searches by
the police and his family near the
spot, the severed head was
nowhere to be found,” said the
ACP.

“During questioning, the ac-
cused revealed that he had slit
the victim’s throat, because of
which he began bleeding pro-
fusely. To prevent police from
identifying the deceased, the ac-
cused then detached his head
from his body, tied it in a cloth,
and hid it in some bushes. The
body was thrown into a drain.
The head has been recovered
from a deserted area in Kanhai
village in Sector 40, based on the
information revealed by the ac-
cused,” he said.

*Police said they scanned
footage from “250 to 300 CCTV
cameras” to trace the accused.
“His arrest a week later is the re-
sult of the information procured
through that footage, other
methods of investigation, as well
as police sources," said Subhash
Boken, PRO of Gurgaon Police.

Meanwhile, Kumar's rela-
tives, when contacted, said they
were unaware of any links be-
tween the accused and him. “We
do not know who the accused is
or how Rakesh knew him," said
Yogesh, Kumar’s older brother.

Police said the accused was
produced in court on Friday and
has been taken into police re-
mand for further questioning.

Ganga Ram staff to be roped in for Ph-III Covaxin trials

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

HEALTHCARE WORKERS from
Delhi’s Sir Ganga Ram Hospital
may soon be roped in for Phase
Il human trials of Covaxin,
India’s first indigenously devel-
oped Covid-19 vaccine. The
move comes days after the Delhi
government gave its approval to
Bharat Biotech, which is devel-
oping the vaccine in collabora-
tion with the National Institute
of Virology and the Indian
Council of Medical Research.
“We have given the approval
for participation of healthcare
workers from our hospital but it
has to be finally cleared by the
hospital’s ethics committee.

Once done, healthcare workers
who are willing will be enrolled
for the process,” said Dr D SRana,
chairman of the hospital’s board.

In October, Bharat Biotech
had reached out to the Delhi gov-
ernment for enrollment of
healthcare workers from hospi-
tals for Phase III. Around 3,000-
4,000 healthcare workers from
both government and private
hospitals are expected to partic-
ipate. “The government has
given its approval to the com-
pany, which will coordinate with
the hospitals directly,” said a sen-
ior official from the state health
department.

Phase III trial of the vaccine
has already begun at AIIMS with

COVID IN THE CAPITAL

TotalCases : Total Deaths

586,125 9,497

OnDec4 w

Tests: 85,003 Deaths: 73
Cases: 4,067 ¢ Recoveries: 4,862

Dr MV Padma Srivastava, the
chief of Neurosciences Centre at
the premier institute, and three
other volunteers receiving the
first dose on November 26.
“Several healthcare workers
are coming forward to partici-
pate in the Phase III trials of the

vaccine. As part of the trial appli-
cation,a dose of 0.5 ml would be
given on day 0 and on day 28,”
said Dr Sanjay Rai, Principal
Investigator Covid-19 Vaccine
trial at AIIMS.

Meanwhile, the Delhi gov-
ernment has begun the process
of enrolment of healthcare
workers of different hospitals,
nursing homes and other facili-
ties for Covid vaccination. For up-
loading data, a link has been pro-
vided on the website of the Delhi
State Health Mission.

Meanwhile, Delhi Health
Minister SatyendarJain said that
if the city’s positivity rate stays
below 4 percent for five consec-
utive days, it would mean Delhi

has been successful in combat-
ing the pandemic.

“The positivity rate has be-
come less than 5 per cent as
compared to the surge since
November 7 whichis a sign of re-
lief as it points to perpetual de-
clining of the effect of the pan-
demic in Delhi. If this continues
for five consecutive days, Delhi
will successfully combat the out-
break,” he said on Friday.

On Friday, the city saw 4,067
new cases of Covid-19 and 73

deaths, taking the total number
of cases sofarto 5,86,125 and the
death toll to 9,497.

Talking about the storage and
availability of the vaccine, once
itisintroduced, Jain said there is
“enough resources for the appli-
cation as well as storage of vac-
cine”. “For people who have al-
ready recovered from Covid-19,
their body has produced anti-
bodies naturally so they do not
need to be vaccinated in the first
phase,” he said.
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CANCELLATION OF TRAINS

It is notified for the information of passengers that the
services of following Special trains will be discontinued due
to operational reasons from the dates shown against each:-

Train No. & Name Date of Cancellation
02438 Hazrat Nizamuddin-Secunderabad From 06.12.2020
Rajdhani Superfast Special till further advice

02437 Secunderabad-Hazrat Nizamuddin From 09.12.2020
Rajdhani Superfast Special till further advice

09415 Ahmedabad - Delhi Special From 13.12.2020
09416 Delhi - Ahmedabad Special From 13.12.2020

Note: All norms of the State and Central Government
regarding COVID-19 including Social distancing,

sanitization etc., may he followed in the trains and at the
Railway stations. All other precautions associated with
COVID-19 should also he ensured.

Note : For any kind of information passengers are requested to contact Railway
Enquiry No. 139 or visit Indian Railways website www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in

Please join us on (& &il |

Helpline No. 182 R o
» NORTHERN RAILWAY
Helpline No. 139

Visit us at: www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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GURGAON
(Ranked among top ten B-schools in India by NIRF-2020 and other surveys)

Management
Development
Institute

Admission notification for 34" Batch of 15 month full time (2021-22 batch)

Post Graduate Diploma in Management (National Management Programme)

(PGDM - NMP)

For Executives / Managers with Minimum 5 years of work experience after Graduation
Accredited by Association of MBAs (AMBA) UK, SAQS and approved by AICTE

Eligibility: 3-year Bachelor’'s degree or equivalent in any discipline recognized by
AICTE / AlU with minimum 50% marks

A Residential Programme with 3 months of dissertation at work place
Admission through CAT 2020 / GMAT

Last date for applying: Friday, January 08, 2021 (5:00 pm)

For complete information about selection process, contact:
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4 held for
kidnapping

New Delhi: Four men
have been arrested for al-
legedly kidnapping a job
placement agent after
posing as policemen and
demanding Rs 5 lakh for
his release. According to
police, the accused
wanted to take revenge
as the victim had earlier
allegedly duped one of
their relatives. However,
they released him after
getting scared of the po-
lice raids.

20-year-old
strangled
todeath

New Delhi: A 20-year-old
woman was allegedly
strangled to death and
pushed off the third floor
of a building in North
Delhi’s Wazirabad by her
friend after she asked him
to divorce his wife and
marry her. The accused
has been arrested from
New Delhi railway station.

Delhi govt

enhances DA

New Delhi: The Delhi gov-
ernment Friday an-
nounced enhanced
monthly dearness al-
lowance for unskilled,
semi-skilled, skilled and
other category workers.
DA revision takes place
twice every year. ENS

LAWYER TO COURT
‘Police hiding
riot chats
from internal
WA group’

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

PINJRATOD member Devangana
Kalita, facing trial under the
Unlawful Activities Prevention
Act (UAPA) in connection with
the Northeast Delhi riots, has told
a Delhi court that this was a case
of insidious prosecution as the
police were hiding relevant
WhatsApp chats from the court.

Kalita's lawyer, Adit Pujari,
made the submissions before
Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat while arguing for
bail. After arguments ended, po-
lice informed the court that they
will oppose the bail Saturday.

On allegations in the
chargesheet of 300 women from
Jahangirpuri being brought to
Jafrabad and being received by
Kalita, Natasha Narwal and other
protesting women, where vio-
lence was precipitated, Pujari told
the court that "this was a case of
insidious prosecution”.

Pujari referred to purported
screenshots of an internal police
WhatsApp group in which police
were "closely monitoring the
movement of these women from
Shaheen Bagh to Jahangirpuri
and Jafrabad". "They were moni-
tored the entire time. Even pho-
tographs of the bus and the num-
ber were shared on this group...
If they had committed some vio-
lence, carried weapons, our po-
lice would have arrested them.
Instead the police have them-
selves stated that the protesters
who went to these sites returned
home," Pujari told the court.

Referring to another internal
group, he told the court, "It is go-
ing to be a difficult case for us to
defend if the prosecution is going
to selectively pick out messages
like this and place it before the
court. This court will see the in-
sidious way in which they have
hidden messages."

"The police has deliberately in
this case declined to place on
record messages... they knew
that another march was on...
march by pro-CAA protestors.
They are hiding it," he told the
court. He said that the WhatsApp
chats related to the women pro-
testers show themarriving at the
spotand the next message is that
of a policeman informing that
stone pelting was under control.

Pujari argued that this was to
show that the women reached
and stone pelting started and
messages in between were not

shared.
TR N

Tractors and trucks lined up at Singhu border which has become the focal point of the protests. Praveen Khanna

FARM LEADERS HARDEN STANCE AHEAD OF FRESH ROUND OF TALKS WITH GOVT

Call goes out for Bharat Bandh on December 8

From 60 kg tea to 125 kg rice, what it takes to
feed thousands gathered on three borders

AMILBHATNAGAR
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

FARMERS PROTESTING at Singhu
Border have called for a Bharat
bandh on December 8, ahead of
their fifth round of talks with the
central government over farm
bills. Farm leaders said they are
set to intensify the agitation as
the fourth round of talks did not
yield the desired results.

"During Thursday's meeting
we repeated that the govern-
ment will have to repeal the three
laws. They agreed to nine
amendments in the Acts. To an
extent, they also agreed to
amending electricity and stubble
burning laws, but we were not
satisfied with the results. We in-
sist that we will only go back
once the laws are taken back. A
call for Bharat Bandh on
December 8 has been made
where we have invited the entire
country to come on the roads and
participate in this movement
from wherever they are," said
Harindar Singh Lakhowal of the
Bhartiya Kisan Union (Lakhowal).

The farmer unions on Friday
held two meetings among them-
selves — one comprised only
farmers from Punjab while in the
other, farmer representatives
from Odisha, West Bengal,
Telangana and Rajasthan were
also present.

Farmers said it was mutually
agreed by the unions that more

farmers will be included in the
protest, beyond Punjab. The
farmers said they consider their
demands "non-negotiable" and
the next round of talks will be
dominated by the demand re-
pealing the three laws through a
special session of Parliament.

"There are movements hap-
pening in Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka. This is an 'aar paar ki
ladai’ and the farmers need tore-
alise it. Due to Corona and the
lack of buses and trains, many
farmers could not come. Now we
have woken up to the idea that
we need to be on the streets,"
said Yudhveer Singh from
Bhartiya Kisan Union during the
press conference at Singhu bor-
der, which has become the focal
point of protests at the Delhi bor-
ders.

Farmers from eight divisional
headquarters of Maharashtra, in-
cluding Mumbai and Pune, are
likely to join the protests at the
Delhi borders, the farm leaders
claimed, adding that a Rail Roko
movement is also being planned
in West Bengal. The unions will
also be calling for a complete
shutdown of toll plazas for aday,
the date for which will be an-
nounced later.

The farmer unions have also
called for more farmers to
gather at Ghazipur and Tikri
borders with UP and Haryana
respectively in the days to come
so they can build pressure on the
Centre.

JIGNASA SINHA,
AMILBHATNAGAR &
ASHNABUTANI

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

FIVE HUNDRED litres water, 200
litres milk, 50 kg sugar and 60 kg
tea leaves — through the day at
Tikri border, tea simmers in a
100-litre vessel for thousands of
farmers protesting there since
November 26. Potato fritters and
tea for breakfast, some jalebi in
the afternoon, and chole-rice,
aloo-gobhi and kheer for lunch
and dinner.

Several langars have been set
up across the three main protest
sites in Delhi-NCR — Ghazipur
border, Singhu border and Tikri,
with pavements lined with
sacks of rice and vegetables and
chulhas for cooking, drums of
milk reaching at the crack of
dawn, and cooking duties
drawn out.

At 4 am, when everyone's
still fast asleep at the Tikri bor-
der, six middle-aged men from
Haryana wake up daily to pre-
pare the first meal of the day for
6,000-plus protesters — teaand
potato fritters. By the time, the

As trucks and tractors make
several trips a day, some
mechanics offer free repairs

JIGNASASINHA
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

FROM MECHANICS helping
farmers fix their tractors to stu-
dents distributing medicines for
free —asupport system has come
up for thousands of protesters at
the capital’s borders.

At the Singhu border near
Haryana, farmers had arrived in
hundreds of trucks and tractors
that they use for daily trips to
nearby towns to get groceries.
Jagdish Singh (60), a member of
the Jamhuri Kisan Dal, who came
from Punjab to Delhi with more
than 50 farmers, said: “We are
facingissues as our trucks are be-
ing used by people to carry food
and groceries. The tyres often get
punctured and we need someone
tofixit.Ihave senta truck to ferry
mechanics from our hometown
in Abhorato here.”

Some of the vehicles were
also damaged after a clash with
the Haryana police on November
23 and 24, which saw stone pelt-
ing, lathicharge and tear gas
shelling.

Sonu (23), a mechanic from
Punjab’s Firozpur, has been help-
ing farmers alongside his father
for three days at the border. “My

Vehicles serve many purposes for protesters. Amit Mehra

father runs a repair shop back
home and I work there. My
cousins and friends are farmers.
They are going through a rough
time and we see it as our duty to
help them. My elder brother is
taking care of our shop while we
are here. Itis our sewa..,” he said.
The duo has helped repair more
than 10trucksin the last two days.

Some farmer organisations
also sought help from mechanics
in Punjab.

Rantir Singh (40),a mechanic
from Barnala, said: “There are a
lot of people who need medical
help and also need to get their ve-
hicles repaired... We have re-
paired more than 30 vehicles in

the last week. My brother also
helps old farmers with medicines
and food.”

Afewvolunteers have alsoset
up small stalls near the border to
distribute medicines, with some
even selling toothbrushes and
power banks. Gurjant Singh (23),
astudent from Panjab University,
said, “We bought some medicines
from Haryana a week ago. My
friends have joined the protest
here and I wanted to help them.
We kept the medicines onatable
and are giving them for free. Most
farmers here are old and need
medicines... we have ones for
cough, cold, stomach ache, dia-
betes and blood pressure.”

A langar set up by a gurdwara committee at Singhu feeds
thousands of people every day. Praveen Khanna

first cup of teaisready, it's 5am.
Ram Kesh Singh (52), a paddy
farmer from Rohtak, said:
"Every day, we prepare potato
fritters, kheer, aloo-gobhi, chole
and rice, all cooked in desi ghee.
We got these massive utensils
from Bahadurgarh, hired three
cooks. This is our sewa for all the

Haryana,
MP farmers
inch closer

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON,DECEMBER 4

ASFARM protests on Delhi’s bor-
ders enter the second week,
farmers from South Haryanaand
Madhya Pradesh are inching
closer to the national capital,
crossing into Faridabad aday after
they reached Palwal and hoping
to move towards the city on
Saturday. Speaking to The Indian
Express, Deputy Commissioner
Yashpal Yadav said, “Around 50 to
70 farmers reached Sikri border
from Palwal today. They have en-
tered Faridabad and are spending
the night ata government school
in Jharsetli... We will not permit
them to cross from the Badarpur
border but f they choose to enter
viaany other route, that will be al-
lowed.” “Our police force will
continue to remain deployed in
borderareas and onalert,” he said.

Around 100 farmers from
Madhya Pradesh had arrived in
South Haryana Thursday, cross-
ing into Palwal in the evening.
After spending the night at a
Government School in Prithla,
they had marched to Faridabad
Friday morning. Deputy Commis-
sioner of Palwal said several farm-
ers from Palwal also began their
journey from Hodal to Delhi

Thursday.
N N

other protesting farmers." The
group buys fresh vegetables
daily from mandis nearby, and
also accepts produce donated by
well-wishers. Over 100 kg of po-
tato and cauliflower is peeled
and kept aside for dinner.
Maan (42), a farmer from
Jhajjar who is a part of another

kitchen, said, "People are donat-
ing groceries; we are blessed.
Today morning, a man gave us
100 cans of drinking water. We
have 17 trucks, some given by
transporters, and they ferry milk
and vegetables." A small-scale
kitchen operates in another cor-
ner, where eight elderly farmers
peeled onion and potatoes for a
meal for 100. Sardoor (60) from
Punjab said, "We go back home
every three days and return
with ghee, milk and daal. This is
our mini pind... In the last six
days, we have used three tonnes
of ghee. We are here to stay, that
truck is our bedroom.”

Atthe Ghazipur protest site, a
makeshift kitchen operates be-
low the flyover, and on Friday,
there is pulao, dal and aloo-gobhi
for lunch. Help has come in from
the volunteers of the Delhi Sikh
Gurdwara Management
Committee, who've prepared 2.5
quintal dal, 125 kg rice, and 2
quintal of vegetables. Tarsem
Singh from the committee said,
"The food is enough to serve
thousands." With many sugar-
cane farmers at the protest site,
sweets made of jaggery have
been a constant snack since the

protests began. While many re-
lied on the langar, others had set
up their own kitchens along the
road. With a gas, stove and
enough ration for six months,
Mandeep Singh (39) prepared
lunch for himself and around 20
others. He said, "We packed up
whatever we could and left from
our hometown, Pilibhit.”

At Singhu border, where the
maximum number of protesters
have gathered, a langar set up by
a gurdwara committee from
Punjab's Hoshiarpur feeds nearly
10,000 people every day. The
farmers have carried more than
10 gas cylinders, over 500 kg in-
gredients, large dishes, frying
pans, steel spatulas, disposable
plates and glasses and dustbins.

"We have more than 50 peo-
ple working at the langar at all
times. We start early in the
morning and it goes on till 10
pm. Today we have matar pa-
neer, dal and rice for lunch along
with jaggery lassi and kheer... If
we run out of gas, we get it filled
from the nearest station. We
have enough food for at least
two months,” said Udham
Singh, a farmer from
Hoshiarpur.

Many elderly among crowd,
medical help now at hand

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

WITH THOUSANDS of elderly
farmers among the protesters,
complaints have been cropping
up occasionally of fever and cold
due to the harsh weather condi-
tions at the Tikri Border.

Some help has come from lo-
calsatJhajjarand Delhi, who have
set up camps at the border protest
site and have started giving out
medicines for free.

Prabhjot Singh(27),astudent
from Jhajjar, placed medicineson
a table which he bought from a
store near his home. “l am prac-
tising medicine and came to
know that many people here are
suffering because of the harsh
conditions. I bought two boxes of
medicines -- for cough, fever, high
blood pressure and diabetes --
and came here. By evening, [ re-
alised that most of the stockis fin-
ished and people need more."

Singh and his friends have
also started distributing multivi-
tamins and calcium-magnesium
supplements to the farmers.

Six farmers who were part of
the protests at Tikri border have
died since November 27. Police
said four of these died in acci-
dents, while the other two died of
natural causes — Lakhvir Singh
(55)and Gurjant (60).

New Delhi

Adoctor distributes medicines at Singhu border. Amit Mehra

Doctors from the Red Cross
Society in Jhajjar have also set up
a camp where they offer check-
ups. When a 65-year-old farmer,
Gurunam Singh, complained of
chest pain and breathlessness, a
doctor checked his blood pres-
sure and pulse rate.

He told the doctor, “We
started from Mansa on the 26th
and managed toreach here intwo
days. Afteraday,Ifeltabit uneasy
because of the long journey. We
travelled along distance and did-
n't have much food. I had chest
pain and was taken to a hospital.
They discharged me after a day
and [ came back here. Now, | am
fit but still have chest pain.”

The doctor at the camp pre-
scribed medicines to Gurunam

and wenton to check on the next
patient. He said, “Many patients
here have a fever or cardiac is-
sues." Most farmers at Tikri bor-
der sleep in their tractor and
trucks. Choor Singh (86),a farmer
from Monga, said he bought a
quilt from Jhajjar to keep warm.
“We check on each other at night
and make sure that everyone is
getting sufficient food,” he said.

On Wednesday, Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain also
tweeted: “During my visit to
Singhu border today, I requested
the Revenue Minister to shift wa-
terand fireproof tents from Burari
to the Singhu border for the eld-
erly so they don’t face any prob-
lems due to the cold weather in
Delhi.”



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY,DECEMBER 5,2020

PURIFYING AIR SPRAY

THE AIR YOU BREATHE IN IS ESSENTIAL

INDOOR POLLUTION CAN BE
FATAL

It is well known that outdoor polluted air
can cause irreversible damage to the
respiratory system.

And it is not just happening outside your
homes!

Indoor air pollution is 100 times more
hazardous than the toxic outdoors.

Indians spend 85% of their time indoors
either at home, office or while commuting.
Common factors at home such as tobacco
smoke, cleaning products, carpets, HVAC
and heating appliances contain moulds,
bacteria, viruses and fungi and can cause
long-term health ramifications due to poor
air circulation. The Indian Capital’'s air
quality index (AQIl), has been in the
hazardous category for long.

The Covid-19 pandemic has created a
situation where indoor space is now
considered unhygienic and a breeder of
the virus. Coughs and throat infections
have spiked. Beyond just close contact
with an infected person, airborne particles
carry the virus for long periods as
confirmed by WHO. Entertaining guests
and living amongst large families have
rippling consequences in the absence of
purified indoor air.
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There is a solution to Purified Air. Along
with ventilation, using essential oil based
non-chemical aerosol “Air Purifying Spray”
by Puressentiel is the alternative to clean
air.

Essential oils at the molecular level,
contain  beneficial compounds like
antioxidants, terpenes, and esters that
may help treat many physical and
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sore throat to a stomachache, skin or
urinary tract infection, sleep disorder or
digestive problems. And much more.
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essential oil-based formula has been
clinically proven to kil 99.9% virus,
bacteria and dust mites. The Patented
Formula is 100% natural with no propellant
gas or synthetic perfume. A few sprays in
an enclosed space like bedrooms,
bathrooms, cars, closets, shoe racks will
purify the air and keep your family
protected indoors for long hours.
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GOVT 8 POLITICS
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DELHI CONFIDENTIAL

muted.

Pur ON MUTE

THE VIRTUAL all-party meeting convened by the
Parliamentary Affairs Ministry to discuss the pandemic situ-
ation on Friday went off on a positive note, said most of the
leaders. But DMK leader T R Baalu was not at all happy - first
he raised objections to the presentation being made in Hindi
without any translation or subtitles. Then he tried to raise the
issue of farmers’ protests. But Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi intervened and said the meeting was to discuss
the Covid situation and the vaccine rollout, and that every
leader should stick to that. Baalu didn’t quite like the inter-
vention and said the Prime Minister did not raise any objec-
tions. But the DMK leader could not continue as his mic was

for the elephant.

COMING SOON

IMPLEMENTATION OF the GST has been a source of political
wrangling for some time now, with the Congress claiming
that hasty rollout and faulty implementation of the tax regime
was one of the reasons for the decline in GDP growth. The is-
sue could be back in focus as the Public Accounts Committee
of Parliament, headed by Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury;, is set to
table its report soon. The PACis examining a CAG report, which
had pointed out gaps and shortcomings in the GST implemen-
tation. Interestingly, the PAC had sought and obtained views
from the public besides industry and experts from all over the
country. It heard the views of bodies such as the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of India, Cll and FICCI earlier this week.
Chowdhury says the views and suggestions that have been
submitted to the committee by industry bodies and tax ex-
perts will be given due importance while drafting the report.

SPECIAL PASSENGER

AS THE “world's loneliest elephant”, Kaavan, made its jour-
ney from Pakistan to Cambodia after wildlife activists, includ-
ing American singer and actress singer Cher, took up the cause,
the Russian embassy in New Delhi also played a bit of a role.
The overflight from Islamabad to Cambodia was handled by
aRussian company which specialises in transporting animals.
Since they were apprehensive about the elephant's state of
mind - mid-flight - they arranged for a quick stopover in India,
and asked for permission for landing and overflight. The
Russian diplomats worked with the civil aviation authorities
and the Ministry of External Affairs to ensure a smooth flight

Govt to set up two
Wagf boards in
J&K, one in Ladakh

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

UNION MINISTER for Minority
Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
Friday announced that the gov-
ernment will set up two Waqf
Boards in Kashmir and one in
Ladakh. Naqvi said this is the first
time that J&K and Ladakh will
have Waqf Boards, which will
map properties in the two Union
Territories and digitise records.
Naqvi made the announce-
ment at a meeting of the Central
Wagf Council in New Delhi.
Naqvi told The Indian
Express,: “There are 40,000
prime properties in Kashmir
which include Dargahs and
shrines, community centres etc.
These properties are not being
utilised to their full potential
right now. Because of Article 370,
Kashmir has never had a Waqf
board and this is the first time
since Independence that it will
have not just one but two. One
Wagqf Board will be for Shia
Muslims and the other for
Sunnis. In Kargil, since most
Muslims are Shia, Ladakh will
have just one Wagqf board.
While Kashmir has so far not
had Waqf boards, an Auqaf
board was established by Sheikh
Abdullah in 1932. He himself
was its first chairperson. The
Auqaf board functioned much
like a Waqf board and was in
charge of looking after Dargahs,
shrines and Muslim commu-
nity-held properties in Kashmir.
“This Augaf board was run by
private players and the chairper-
son and vice chairperson would
usually be an academic... When
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed came
to power, he changed the nature
of the Augaf and restructured it
so that it came directly under
and was run by the govern-

EXPLAINED

Why govt wants to
map Wagqf properties

There are 6,64,000 regis-
tered Waqf properties
across the country.
According to Union minis-
ter Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi,
Waqf boards hold the
largest number of proper-
ties in the country, second
only to the Defence sector,
and many have been “mis-
handled” — they are either
encroached upon, are dis-
puted or are being misused.

ment,” said National Conference
general secretary Ali
Mohammad Sagar, who has also
been a trustee of the Auqaf for 22
years.

Sagar said the Auqaf held
thousands of properties across
the state which, apart from the
dargahs and shrines, also in-
cluded hotels, shops and malls.
The Augaf would also provide in-
terest-free loans to widows and
to poor students.

Naqvi, however, said that the
Auqaf properties were not or-
ganised properly or utilised well
in Kashmir. “We have decided
that if they now want to build
schools, hospitals or infrastruc-
ture that will benefit the com-
munity on these properties, not
only will this be allowed but that
it will receive 100 per cent fund-
ing from the Centre,” he said.

Naqvi announced that his
ministry had begun the process
of digitisation, geo-tagging and
GPS mapping of Waqf properties
across the country.

MAHARASHTRA COUNCIL POLLS

FARMER PROTESTS

MVA wins 4 of 6 seats, India summons
envoy, Trudeau
reiterates stand on
peaceful protests

BJP gets

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 4

THE BJP received a jolt in the
Maharashtra Legislative Council
elections on Friday, winning just
one of the six seats that went to
polls, and losing two—one in its
stronghold Nagpur and the other
inPune.

The ruling Maha Vikas Aghadi,
comprising Shiv Sena, NCP and
Congress, won four seats. While
NCP and Congress each won two
seats, one seat went to an
Independent candidate.

The BJPwill have to evolve bet-
ter strategy factoring the com-
bined strength of Shiv Sena, NCP
and Congress to effectively
counter it in the next elections,
Leader of Opposition Devendra
Fadnavis said after the results
were declared. Speaking to re-
porters, the former CM admitted
the BJP has fared badly. “It's evi-
dentwe didn’t correctly ascertain
their combined strength,” he said.

“The defeat of BJP in its tradi-
tional seat Nagpur and the Pune
graduates' constituency shows
that people are drifting away from
the right-wing party. They have
preferred Maha Vikas Aghadi,”
said NCP president Sharad Pawar.

The polls for six seats - three
graduates’ constituencies
(Nagpur, Pune and Aurangabad),
two teachers' constituencies
(Pune and Amravati)and onelocal
body (Dhule-Nandurbar) had
taken place on December 1. Votes
were counted on December 3.

The electoral outcome in
Nagpur, where BJP's former
mayor Sandip Joshi was defeated
by Congress' Abhijit Wanjari,
came as a shock to the party. The
Congress wrested the seat from

oltin Nagpur
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Supporters of Maha Vikas Aghadi celebrate outside the

Congress Bhavan in Pune on Friday.

Ashish Kale

the BJP after 55 years. Wanjari
polled 61,701 votes while Joshi got
42,791.

The seat was represented in
the past by the late Gangadhar
Fadnavis, father of Devendra
Fadnavis. Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari has also been a Council
member from this constituency.

Another prestigious seat was
the Pune graduates' constituency,
which went to the NCP. The BJP
candidate, Sangram Deshmukh,
got 73,321 votes against NCP's
Arun Lad, who bagged 12,2145
votes. The seat had been vacated
by BJP state unit president
Chandrakant Patil.

The third graduates' con-
stituency, Aurangabad, saw NCP's
sitting member Satish Chavan
trouncing BJP's Shirish Boralkar.

While NCP won from two
graduates'  constituencies,
Congress won from one.

In Amravati teachers' con-
stituency, BJP's Dr Nitin Dhande
lost to Independent candidate
Kiran Sarnaik. The Sena, which
contested this lone seat, failed to

get its candidate Shrikant
Deshpande elected.

The Pune teachers' con-
stituency was bagged by
Congress'Jayant Asgaonkar. Here,
the BJP had supported
Independent Jitendra Pawar.

The BJP sought solace in the
lone local body constituency of
Dhule-Nandurbar.  Former
Congress leader Amarish Patel,
who had joined BJP last year
ahead of the 2019 Assembly polls,
won from his home turf.

The election underlined tothe
BJP that the Maha Vikas Aghadi
remained strong. Chandrakant
Patil said, “We will convene a core
committee meeting to analyse
and introspect what went
wrong.”

Shiv Sena, whose candidate
was defeated in Amravati divi-
sion's teachers' constituency, said
itwould evaluate the loss.

THE COUNCIL POLLS,
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J&K DDC polls: 50% turnout in

third phase; candidate

BASHAARAT MASOOD,
NAVEED IQBAL

& ARUNSHARMA
SANGRAMA, SHOPIAN, JAMMU,
DECEMBER 4

ATURNOUT OF 50.53 per cent
wasrecorded in the third phase of
the District Development Council
(DDC) polls in Jammu and Kash-
mir as the Jammu division and
south Kashmir districts recorded
higher turnouts than the second
phase on Friday.

Inthe firstincident of violence
during the polls,aJammuand Ka-
shmir Apni Party candidate was
injured when militants shotat him
while he was canvassingin Sagam
constituency in Anantnag district.

Election Commissioner K K
Sharma told the media that 31.61
per cent of voters exercised their
right in Kashmir and the figure
stood at 68.88 in the Jammu re-
gion. In Kashmir, Kulgam saw the
highest turnout at 64.45 per cent,
followed by Bandipora (56.73),
Budgam (50.18), Kupwara (46.25)
and Baramulla (30.9). Pulwama,
which saw about 8 per cent pol-
lingin the second phase, recorded
10.87 per cent polling. Shopian
recorded 22.68 percent turnout,
upfrom 1728 in the second phase.

shot at

Security personnel keep vigil as voters queue up ata polling
station in Shopian district on Friday. Shuaib Masoodi

Anantnag also saw an increase in
turnout from 16.09 per centin the
second phase to 21.64 per cent.

Reasi recorded the highest
turnout of 75.20 per cent in the
Jammu region.

At Devpora, on the fringes of
Shopian district, Mohammad
Sharief, 40, voted for the first time.
“The biggest problem here is con-
nectivity. The nearest hospital is
about 10 km away and we have to
carry elders or the women on our
shoulders when they are unwell.”

“Iwasinadilemma whetherl
should vote or not. But finally I
voted, for the first time,” said
Mushtaq Ahmad, a resident of
Seer Jagirvillage in Sangrama con-
stituency of Baramulla. “It is like

walking on the sword’s edge, if we
vote, we are going against what we
stood for all these years. If we don't,
we would be facilitatingilliterates
and ruffians coming to power.”

Nearby tood a group of young-
sters. “It doesn’t make any sense.
Whether BJP comes to power or
any other party, it would make no
difference tous,” said one of them.

AtAnantnag, militants shot at
and injured Apni Party candidate
Anees-ul-Islam Ganaie while he
was campaigning.

Police said he has been hos-
pitalised with injuries in his left
hand and thigh and his condition
is stable. Police claimed he went
for canvassing without inform-
ing them.

Dineshwar Sharma, former
interlocutor for J&K, dies at 60

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

LAKSHADWEEP ADMINISTRA-
TOR Dineshwar Sharma, who
earlier headed the Intelligence
Bureau (IB) and was the
Interlocutor for Jammu and
Kashmir, died of a lung ailment
in Chennai on Friday. He was 66.

The retired IPS officer of the
Kerala cadre, who previously
served as Interlocutor for Jammu
and Kashmir, was appointed
Lakshdweep Administrator in
October 2019.

Sources said Sharma was ad-
mitted to AIIMS on November
25 with complaints of heavy
coughing and lung complica-
tions. On November 27, he was
shifted to MGM Hospital in
Chennai for alung transplant but
his condition deteriorated
sharply in the past 24 hours. He
had been diagnosed with an ir-

reversible
condition
called inter-
stitial lungs,

said sources.
PM
Narendra
Lakshadweep Modi and
Administrator Home
Dineshwar Minister
Sharma Amit Shah
expressed
grief over his
death. “Administrator of

Lakshadweep Shri Dineshwar
Sharma Ji made long lasting con-
tributions to India’s policing and
security apparatus. He handled
many sensitive counter-terror
and insurgency ops during his
policing career. Anguished by his
demise. Condolences to his fam-
ily. Om Shanti,” the Prime
Minister said in a tweet.

In a tweet, Shah said, “He
served the nation with utmost de-
votionas adedicated officer of the

Indian Police Service. My heartfelt
condolences to his family in this
hour of grief. Om Shanti.”

Born in Bihar, Sharma had
had a long stint in IB before he
became its chief in 2014.
Following his retirement in 2016,
the government appointed him
as Interlocutor for J&K in October
2017, owing to his long associa-
tion with the region as an intel-
ligence officer. Sharma was as-
sistant director in IB in Kashmir
between 1994 and 1996 and
then served on the Kashmir desk
of the bureau in Delhi.

“He was the right man for the
job. Very decent, down to earth
and patient. Unfortunately, his
short term as interlocutor could
not achieve much,” a senior in-
telligence official said.

Sources said part of the rea-
son was he did not get much
support from Delhi after a point.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

DAYS AFTER Canada Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau came out
in support of protesting farmers,
India summoned the Canadian
envoy Friday and warned that
such “actions”, if they continue,
will have a “seriously damaging
impact” on bilateral ties.

Trudeau, however, did not
back down from his comments.

“Canada will always stand up
for the right of peaceful protests
anywhere around the world.
And we are pleased to see moves
towards de-escalation and dia-
logue,” he said in Ottawa when
asked about India’s move.

Earlier, the External Affairs
Ministry said in a statement:
“The Canadian High
Commissioner was summoned
to the Ministry of External Affairs
today and informed that com-
ments by the Canadian Prime
Minister, some Cabinet Ministers
and Members of Parliament on
issues relating to Indian farmers
constitute an unacceptable in-
terference in our internal affairs.”

“Such actions, if continued,
would have a seriously damag-
ingimpact on ties between India
and Canada,” it said.

“These comments have en-
couraged gatherings of extrem-
ist activities in front of our High
Commission and Consulates in
Canada that raise issues of safety
and security. We expect the
Canadian Government to ensure
the fullest security of Indian
diplomatic personnel andits po-

Farmer protests
only in Punjab...
most are Cong
workers: MoS
Agriculture

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, DECEMBER 4

UNION MINISTER of State for
Agriculture Kailash Choudhary
said Friday that the protests by
farmers are not a nationwide
phenomenon
and are re-
stricted to
Punjab.

Choudhary

even claimed
that many of the
protesting farm-
ers in Punjab
were Congress
workers.

“The farmers’ agitation is not
in the entire country and is only
in Punjab. Even in Punjab, such
people, whom we can say...are
mostly Congress workers. I
want to say that the decision
will be taken in the interest of
the farmers and in tomorrow’s
meeting the outcome will be
positive,” Choudhary told re-
porters in Jaipur.

Kailash
Choudhary

Canada
Prime
Minister
Justin
Trudeau

litical leaders to refrain from pro-
nouncements that legitimize ex-
tremist activism,” it said.

This statement is different
from its statement Tuesday be-
cause the MEA mentions the
Canadian Prime Minister. In its
earlier statement, it had men-
tioned “some Canadian leaders”.

A broad spectrum of
Canadian leaders have ex-
pressed their opinion on the
farmer protests, which has not
gone down well with the gov-
ernment. Earlier this week, after
Trudeau came out in support of
the protesting farmers, India had
reacted sharply against “ill-in-
formed comments” on the “in-
ternal affairs of a democratic
country”.

Speaking to Canadian-Sikh
community leaders at an online
event on the occasion of
Gurpurab, Trudeau said: “Iwould
be remissifIdidn’t start by recog-
nising the news coming from
India about the protest by farm-
ers. The situation is concerning.
We are all very worried about
family and friends. We know
that’s a reality for many of you.
Let me remind you, Canada will
always be there to defend the
rights of peaceful protesters. We
believe in the process of dialogue.
We've reached out through mul-
tiple means to the Indian author-
ities to highlight our concerns.”

Plea in SC seeks
removal of
gathering from
borders, cites
commuter issues

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

ALAW student from Delhi Friday
sought the Supreme Court’s in-
tervention to “immediately” re-
move the mass gathering of
farmers from Delhi’s borders.

The plea cited the Covid-19
pandemicand said farmers were
“blocking the roads for all the
emergency/medical services”
required in the national capital
for those affected by the virus.

In the plea, filed through
Advocate Om Prakash Parihar,
petitioner Rishabh Sharma said
that “because of the ongoing
protest at the Delhi borders, the
roads have been blocked by the
protesters and closed border
points, which have affected ve-
hicular traffic and people who
are traveling to and from Delhi
to get medical treatment in re-
puted government/private hos-
pitals situated in Delhi are also
affected”.

“Majority of protestors are
elderly people who are more
vulnerable to this deadly virus,
and it is in their best interest to
completely avoid such mass
gatherings”, he said.

The plea said the rate of
Covid-19 transmission may
spike due to the mass gathering.

Sharma said that even
though the police had allotted a
dedicated place for the protes-
tors to hold the demonstration
peacefully—at Nirankari Ground
in Burari, Delhi—they have not
moved there, “and in order to
create trouble for the com-
muters they have blocked the
borders”.

The petition also pointed to
SC's Shaheen Bagh judgement.

Tejashwi backs farmer
protests, to lead
dharna in Patna today

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, DECEMBER 4

BIHAR's LEADER of Opposition
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav on Friday
expressed solidarity with the
protesting farmers and backed
the demand for written legal
provision of MSP even as his
party questioned the silence of
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat - who
is currently in the state — on the
issue.

Tejashwi told reporters he
would lead RJD's dharna at
Patna's Gandhi Maidan to lend
support to farmers on Saturday.

“The NDA government at the
Centre has been taking anti-
farmer decisions for the past six
years. It got three farm Bills
passed without taking farmers'
associations into confidence... If
the new farm laws are so good,
why is not MSP being made es-
sential,” he said. “In fact, entire
mandi system would collapse
with the new arrangement and
only corporate houses would
benefit fromit. If one nation, one

RJD leader
Tejashwi
Yadav

market is bring discussed, why is
not one MSP being discussed?"

“The biggest threat from the
new farm laws was government
losing control over foodgrains
sale and purchase,” the R|D
leader said.

“After the Bihar government
repealed APMC Act in 2006,
farmers have not been getting
good price for their wheat and
paddy. Can the Bihar govern-
ment tell how much percentage
of wheat and paddy it has pur-
chased from farmers in the past
few years?” he said.

RJD national vice-president
Shivanand Tewari said RSS chief
Bhagwat should make his stand
clear on farmers, especially
when Swadeshi Jagran Manch,
whichis affiliated to the RSS, too,
has felt the need for changes in
the farm laws.

Will bring no-confidence motion
against BJP-JJP govt, says Hooda

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, DECEMBER 4

THE HARYANA Congress Friday
said it will bring a no-confidence
motion against the BJP-]JP al-
liance government, which has
lost the “trust of people and leg-
islators” after its “big mistake” of
trying to stop farmers from
marching to Delhi.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Gurgaon, former chief
minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda urged the Governor to
convene aan emergency session
of the Haryana Assembly.

“Three Independents have
left the government and, after
the people, it (the BJP-]JP govern-
ment) is also losing the trust of
the MLAs...we appeal to the
Governor to call an emergency
session of the Assembly to dis-
cuss the farmers’ issues. In that,
we will also bring a no-confi-

New Delhi

Bhupinder
Singh
Hooda

dence motion against this gov-
ernment, which haslost the faith
of the people as well as the
Vidhan Sabha,” said Hooda.

“If farmers were not stopped,
if water cannons...tear gas were
not used, maybe this would not
have been the situation...This
work that the Haryana govern-
ment has done is condemnable.
This is the biggest mistake of the
Haryana government,” said the
two-time former CM.

He said that while Congress
stands in support of the farmers’
demands, “the JJP and
Independent MLAs, who have
reached the Vidhan Sabha with
the vote of the farmers,” are stand-
inginsupportof the government.

Kejriwal likes lying,
Khattar beating
people up: Capt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 4

TAKING TO Facebook Live on
Friday to counter criticism after
meeting Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, Punjab Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder Singh
said: “Kejriwal nu jhooth bolan di
aadat hai” (Kejriwal likes to tells
lies) and “Khattar nu lokaan nu
kuttan di” (Khattar likes to beat
up people).

On former Union minister
Harsimrat Kaur Badal’s remark
that he had met the Home
Minister over an ED case, the
Punjab CM said: “lam not scared
of ED... she (Harsimrat) is also
known for telling lies. I do not
know what is her education.”
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Nadda kicks off 120-day national
political tour from Uttarakhand

Dehradun: BJP national president
] P Nadda started a 120-day na-
tionwide political tour on Friday
with a four-day visit to Uttara-
khand where he met spiritual
leaders and prominent political
leadersin Haridwar and attended
the Ganga pujan’ at Har Ki Pauri.
According to functionaries,
Nadda will hold a meeting with
party MPs, MLAs and other party
organisation leaders in Dehradun
onSaturday. Later, heis scheduled
toaddress ameetingin Ambedkar

Nagar Mandal in Rajpur Road
Assembly constituency.

On Monday, the BJP chief is
scheduled to meet Chief Minister
Trivendra Singh Rawat and the
council of ministers for delibera-
tions on the government’s work,
itsimage among the peopleand a
review of work for various elec-
tions and policies being imple-
mented in the state.

Nadda’s visit holds signifi-
cance for the state BJP state unit
thatis facing factionalism. ENS

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This is notified for the information of rail passengers that the
timings of the following Special Trains will be revised as under:-

Revised Timings of 02431 Thiruvananthapuram Central -
Hazrat Nizamuddin Rajdhani Spemal Superfast Train

Train No.: 02431
AR oEF STATIONS
04:14 04:15 KASARAGOD
23:48 23:50 THRISUR
22:20 22:25 ERNAKULAM JN

Central from 31.12.2020.

Revised Timings effective from : 02431 from Thiruvandanthapuram

Revised Timings of 02691 KSR Bengaluru - New Delhi
Rajdhani Special Superfast Train

Train No.: 02691
AR DEP. STATIONS
07:05 07:15 SECUNDERABAD JN

from 05.12.2020.

Train No.: 02465

Revised Timings effective from : 02691 from Secunderabad Jn

Revised Timings of 02465 Madhupur Jn - Anand Vihar (T)
Special Superfast Train

}  STATIONS

ARR. DEP.
—--= 12:15 MADHUPUR JN
12:40 12:42 JASIDIH JN

05.12.2020.

Revised Timings of 02434/02433 Hazrat Nizamuddin -

Revised Timings effective from : 02465 from Madhupur Jn from

Chennai

Central - Hazrat Nizamuddin Rajdhani Special Superfast Train

Train No.: 02434 Train No.: 02433
ARR. DEP. ¢ STATIONS T ARR. DEP.
08:00 | 08:05 BALHARSHAH 17:45 | 17:50
11:14 | 11:15 WARANGAL 14:13 | 14:14
14:30 | 14:40 VIJAYAWADA JN 11:38 | 11:48
20:45 —— CHENNAI CENTRAL ---- | 06:05

Revised Timings effective from : 02434 from Hazrat Nizamuddin
from 30.12.2020 and 02433 from Chennai Central from 01.01.2021.

Please join
us on

Train No. 09415 from Ahmedabad Jn will depart at 17:20 hrs. instead of
17:40 hrs.on 06.12.2020 & 09.12.2020.

For any other information such as arrival/departure of above
special trains stations enroute and frequency etc., passengers are
requested to contact Railway Enquiry No. 139 or may visit Indian
Railways website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

> NORTHERN RAILWAY

& f B

Your Convenience - Our Concern

Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

NIA to probe Nagrota encounter case

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

THE CENTRE has handed over to the NIA
investigation into the November 19 en-
counter at Nagrota in Jammu. The age-
ncy hasregistered an FIR after taking case
papers from Jammu and Kashmir police
which was probing the case until now.

Sources said the case was handed
over toNIAas it has cross-border impli-
cations and a federal agency would be
better suited for a case where the hand
of Pakistan is prima facie evident.

The case concerns an encounter be-
tween security forces and four Jaish-e-
Mohammed terrorists at Ban Toll Naka

in Nagrota. The terrorists allegedly en-
tered India from Pakistan using a tunnel
onthe Jammu border and were on their
way to Kashmir in a truck when they
were intercepted by security forces. As
the truck was being searched, the ter-
rorists opened fire and in the following
encounter, all terrorists were killed and
two security personnel injured.

From the truck, the police recovered
11 AKrifles, 24 magazines, 7.5 kg of RDX,
20 m of IED wire, six detonators, one
Under Barrel Grenade Launcher, 29
grenades, five Rifle Grenades, three pis-
tols with six magazines, a wireless set
and aGPS. The police had then indicated
that the terrorists were planning a big
attackin the Valley ahead of the District
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SALES AND MARKETING NOTICE:

i For the 100 percent water soluble mixture of fertilizers ~  =2=T
In pursuance to the order no S.0.2900 (E) dated 24th October, 2015 and its dated 30th D 2017, issued
by Department of Agriculture Co-operation and Farmer Welfare, Ministry of Agriculture and Farmer Welfare, Govt of India,
M/s DCM Shriram Limited, Registered Office: 2nd Floor, (West Wing), World Mark-1, Aerocity, New Delhi-110037 India
(Its Unit Shriram Fertilisers and Chemicals) hereby notifies that it intends to sell 100 percent Water Soluble Mixture of
fertilizer Grades as per specification given below.
i N-P-K | N-P-K N-P-K N-PK
Development Council Polls. . . p? ! Description 10-30-20, (15-10-30| 15-05-32, S-2%, | 10-05-40,
The day after the attack, Prime Min- o B-0.1% | S-4% |B-0.1%, Mo-0.01%|S-2.5%, B-0.2%
ister Narendra Modi held a meeting with 1 [ Moisture per cent by weight, Maximum 0.5 05 05 0.5
P : is 2 | Total Nitrogen per cent by weight, Minimum 10 15 15 10
Home er.llStel‘ Amit Shah‘ NSA Ajlt 3 | Nitrate Nitrogen per cent by weight, Maximum 55 7.0 83 9.7
Doval, Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan 4 | Ammoniacal Nitrogen per cent by weight, Minimum 4.0 2.0 0.1 0.3
Shring]a and top inte]]igence officials. 5 | Urea Nitrogen percent by weight, Maximum 0.5 6.0 6.6 0
: . s 6 [ Water soluble phosphorus (as P205) per cent by weight, Minimum 30 10 5 5
Sources said the meetl,ng discussed 7 | Water soluble potassium (as K20) per cent by weight, Minimum 20 30 32 40
Ways to ensure international pressure 8 | Sulphate Sulphur (as S) per cent by weight, Minimum 4 2 2.5
on Pakistan by presenting appropriate 9 [ Boron (as B) per cent by weight, Minimum 0.1 0.1 02
iden forum: h he Financial 10 [ Molybdenum (as Mo) per cent by weight, Minimum 0.01
2v1c}e ,(I:,e altFOI'Ll ls:;,lil,; %%t € ancia 11 | Total Chloride (as CI) per cent by Weight, Maximum 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5
! ction Task QFCC( ) eHEXtmee't' 12 | Matter Insoluble in water per cent by weight, Maximum 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
ing of FATF is slated to take place in | [73]Sodium as NaCI per cent by weight, Maximum 05 05 05 05
February. “NIAwillbe ableto gatherthe 14 | Lead (as Pb) per cent by weight,maxmum 0.003 0.003 0.003 0.003
kind of evid that will b ful t 15 | Cadmium (as Cd) per cent by weight, Maximum 0.0025 | 0.0025 0.0025 0.0025
Ind ot evidence that Will D€ USETULTO | 4 arsenic (as As) per cent by weight, Maximum 001 | 001 0.01 0.01
corner Pakistan in FATF. NIA is also a To know more about doses, method of application and benefits, please contact below given regional offices of
member of th | ion that repre- Shriram Fertilizer and Chemicals
etsll)ed'o tt ISA%(IE: egatt? t ,,at l'?p € Marketing Office Address & Contact Details
sents India at FALF meetngs,” a Home SHRIRAM FERTILISERS & CHEMICALS
Mlmstry official said. Kirti Mahal, 19, Rajendra Place, New Delhi - 110008, India, CIN No.: L74899DL1989PLC034923
Customer Care No. : 0120 - 4040188, Email: sfs@dcmshriram.com, Website: www.shriramfarmsolutions.com
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

VOLUNTARY DISCLOSURE SCHEME

FOR EXOTIC LIVE ANIMALS

Last date for voluntary discl
15 December 2020

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

osure

FAST APPROACHING

PLEASE AVAIL!

A scheme for Voluntary Disclosure and Registration of Stock, Import of Exotic Live Species in India, and related matters
[for Exotic Live Animals listed in CITES, excluding wild animals listed in the schedules of Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972]

“DEALING WITH IMPORT OF EXOTIC LIVE SPECIES IN INDIA AND DECLARATION OF STOCK?”

@ ©0 © 0 0 0 0 0 0 00000 000000000000 0000000000000 00000 00 o0
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Register/Apply for:

Voluntary Disclosure of possession of Exotic
Live Animals by 15 December 2020.
Registration of change in stock of Exotic Live Animals

(Transfer/Death/Acquisition).
NOC for Import of Exotic Live Animals.

Birth of progenies.

© © ¢ 0 0000000000000 0000000000 0000000000000 000 00 o 00

Benefits

0 ©° © 0 0 0 0 0 0 00000 000000000000 0000000000000 00000 0000

Immunity as per the directions of Hon'ble High

Court of Allahabad in PIL civil no. 12032/2020
dated 30/07/2020 and corroborated by Hon'ble

Supreme Court of India.

Enhanced veterinary care and well-being of
animals.

Control of zoonotic diseases.
Simple online procedures of application and
approvals.

© © ¢ 0 0000000000000 0000 0000000000000 000000000 00 o 00

The entire process has been made online.

Government of India “ADVISORY FOR DEALING WITH IMPORT OF EXOTIC LIVE SPECIES IN INDIA AND DECLARATION OF STOCK”, Forms for Disclosure
and User Friendly Manual can be accessed at <https://parivesh.nic.in>
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Securing land health for a better future

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR
CONSERVATION OF NATURE
International Union for Conservation of Na-
ture (IUCN) is a membership Union, estab-
lished in 1948, having observer status at UN
General Assembly, is a world's largest envi-
ronmental network of membership Union
uniquely composed of both Government
and Civil Society Organizations, of about
1500 Member organizations and more than

Dr. Vivek Saxena, Country
Representative, IUCN India

15,000 IUCN Commission members. [UCN
India network comprises of about 40 mem-
bers, including Ministry of Environment,

(CEM),

Forests & Climate Change (MoEFCC) as
State Member and more than 1100 commis-
sion members, represented through 6 IUCN
Commissions of Ecosystem Management
Education and Communication
(CECQ), Environmental, Economic and Social
policy (CEESP), Species Survival Commission
(SSC), World Commission on Environmental
Law (WCEL), World Commission on Pro-
tected Areas (WCPA). [UCN India works with

resources, including, in the transboundary
context. In addition, IUCN also works on

ment and address challenges related to
poverty alleviation, food security and cli-
mate change. India became a State Mem-
ber of IUCN in 1969, through the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

dards for Nature-based solutions”, focus-
ing on natural resource conservation for a

cross cutting areas viz. nature-based solu-  secure planet.
tions and engaging businesses for harmo-
nizing conservation and economic develop-  ITCLIMITED

ITC is a global exemplar in sustainability
which is manifest in its status as the only
company in the world, of its size and diversity,
to be carbon, water and solid waste recycling
positive. ITC pursues innovation in its busi-

ADVERTORIAL

4K

Enduring Yaloe

egy. In its programme catchments, ITC fo-

cuses on replenishing and conserving
soil health, water and biodiversity.

soil &
These

three natural resources are crucial for agri-

culture and for rural livelihoods. ITC has

setan

objective of restoring Soil Organic Carbonin
the farm fields at 0.75 to 1% level. ITC has
reached out to 11.33 lakh acres through wa-
tershed development, promoted zero tillage
in above 1 lakh acres in a year and promoted

numerous stakeholders including govern-
ments, academia and private sector on biodi-
versity conservation and wise use of natural

(MoEFCC).

World Soil Day (WSD) is held annually on 5th December as a means to focus on
the importance of healthy soil and to advocate for the sustainable management of soil resources.
The theme for 2020 is ""Keep Soil Alive, Protect Soil Biodiversity'"

OlLis aliving resource, home to

more than 25% of our planet's

biodiversity and the key to our
food security. By the year 2050 the
global population is projected to be 9
billion and the world will need to pro-
duce an estimated 60% more food,
while 1.8 billion people will be living in
water scarce areas. While food pro-
duction is increasing globally, the land
on which agriculture depends is de-
grading at an alarming rate, jeopardiz-
ing future progress. Soil biodiversity
and soil organic carbon are vital to the
way ecosystems function and they
largely determine the role of land in
producing food, storing water, and
mitigating climate change. They are
the key to unlocking the multiple eco-
nomic and environmental benefits—
the multi-functionality—of land.
Globally, soil biodiversity has been es-
timated to contribute between US$
1.5 and 13 trillion annually to the
value of ecosystems services. Yet de-
spite its global importance, soil biodi-
versity focus is missing in public pol-
icy perspective and is being lost at a
considerable rate through unsustain-
able land management practices, soil
erosion and other land degradation
processes. Global estimates of de-
graded land range between 25-33%.
The main underlying causes are ero-

i s o L i T Ml
aed el Ve v il b diiaife, 1

clole

i N

|II ‘ t - ...II

el vl

'H

Y

T -

B

Soil biodiversity and ecosystem functions that determine
agricultural performance
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Overview of ecosystem processes provided by the soil biota,
classified according to their body size

sion, salinization, compaction, acidifi-
cation, and chemical and other conta-
minants of soils, resulting in lower

agricultural production and productiv-
ity, disrupted water cycles, and release
of sequestered greenhouse gases.

Agricultural lands are modified
ecosystems that depend on nature in
many ways, for nutrient supply, water
supply, pest control, pollination and
other services. Soil biodiversity con-
servation is at the heart of sustainable
farming practices, but scientific
knowledge needs to be strengthened
and to be incorporated as sustainable
practice at farm level. 90-95% of soil
biota remains unidentified and less
than 1% of some groups have been
described. A close correlation is ob-
served between the diversity and
abundance of soil species and soil
ecosystem function. Management of
this biota by farmers should be better
informed by science as to how species
interact in the soil and how positive
interactions can be enhanced or re-
stored by farming practices.

Reports from International Union
of Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and
United Nations say that the present
practices on natural resources are
producing alarming impact on food
production systems. These changes
affect the land, soil, and biodiversity
of the regions. The pandemic is a live
illustration of the need for more sus-
tained food systems that work with
nature, ensuring food security and
decent livelihoods for a rapidly grow-
ing population.

IUCN in 2020 has published the reports,
“Common Lands” and “IUCN Global Stan-

ness models to synergize the creation of
wealth for nation with the formation of eco-
logical and social capital as a unified strat-

N UN World Desertifica-

tion and Drought Day,

17th June 2020, with the
theme “Food. Feed. Fiber.: Sustain-
able Consumption and Produc-
tion”, United Nations Convention
to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD) stressed the need for
preserving soil fertility for prevent-
ing climate impacts, increase for-
est cover, biodiversity and conserv-
ing agricultural lands.

Soil being one of the elixirs of
life, IUCN India in collaboration
with ITC Limited are working on a
project “Sustainable Agriscapes
for the Future” to address the is-
sues of soil fertility in a landscape
perspective. It works on balancing

soil nutrient cycle through organic
and natural sources. It allows iden-
tification of existing and revival of
ecosystem services around the
agricultural lands, to improve its
soil quality and health. Piloted in
Munger district, Bihar, ITC is en-
couraging the upscaling of the
Agriscapes concept across its
other production landscapes
across India, benefitting nature
and people.

The health of soil is finally gain-
ing the much needed attention in
global and national discussions,
most notably in its inclusion in the
Sustainable Development Goals
under target 15.3 (Land Degrada-
tion Neutrality) and other global

biodiversity conservation in 31,000 acres, all
of which lead to arresting top soli runoff and
improving soil health.

targets set under the United Na-
tions Convention to Combat De-
sertification. Government of India
has also pledged under Bonn
Challenge to restore 26 million
hectares of forest landscape and
degraded lands by 2030.

On World Soil Day, Mr. Rickej
Kej, Music composer & Producer,
UNCCD Land Ambassador, UN-
ESCO- MGIEP Ambassador,
UNICEF Celebrity ~Supporter,
rightly says that “Degraded land-
scape has dire consequences for
the well-being of people and
wildlife, soil nutrient restoration is
needed for the environment to be-
come healthier, since soil holds
everything together”.
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Land health as a common ground

Connect with us: Website: www.iucn.org, Twitter: https://twitter.com/Indialucn, Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/IUCN-India-103145781445476
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SC scraps plea for inclusion of govt nominees in Ayodhya mosque trust

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Friday dismissed a plea, urg-
ing it to direct the Centre to cre-
ate a trust comprising govern-

ment nominees from Sunni com-
munity for proper administration
of the land and construction of a
mosque at the 5-acre plot allot-

ted to the UP Sunni Central Wakf
Board in Ayodhya. The petition-
erssaid the pleaisin publicinter-
estas “the Trust will have contri-

butions from foreign countries
also and Ayodhya being a sensi-
tive place will require a strict vig-
ENS

Despite BSY plea,
pro-Kannada
groups stick to

Provisions of UP anti-conversion law
added to kidnapping case in Sitapur

ilance and supervision...”

bandh plan

35519 TR Ui

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, DECEMBER 4

A KARNATAKA bandh called by
pro-Kannada organisations to
protest the creation of a Maratha
Development Authority is ex-
pected to affect normal life in parts
of the state, especially in the cap-
ital Bengaluru, on Saturday.

The leader of a collective of
pro-Kannada organisations, Vatal
Nagaraj, 71, Friday turned down
an appeal by Chief Minister B S
Yediyurappa to call off the bandh.
“I appeal to everyone including
Vatal Nagaraj not to trouble peo-
ple with the bandh,” the Chief
Minister said. Nagaraj said Yediy-
urappa must withdraw last
month’s order for setting up the
Authority. “I want to tell
Yediyurappa, please withdraw
the ‘Authority’ and I will garland
you. Don’t threaten us. We will
not get scared,” he said.

According to the state govern-
ment, the Authority, set up with
an outlay of Rs 50 crore, will pro-
vide scholarships and loans to
people from the Maratha com-
munity living in Karnataka.

The creation of the Authority
is being seen as an effort by the
ruling BJP to appease the Marathi
population in border regions
ahead of bypolls to the Belagavi
Lok Sabha seat and the
Basavakalyan Assembly seat.

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, DECEMBER 4

POLICE IN Sitapur district of Uttar
Pradesh have added provisions of
the new anti-conversion law toan
FIR alleging kidnapping of a 19-
year-old woman. This is the fourth
case inwhich Prohibition of Unla-
wful Conversion of Religion Ordi-
nance, 2020, has been invoked.
Earlier, police in Bareilly, Muzaffa-
rnagar and Mau districts have filed
one case each under the law that
came into effect on November 28.

On November 26, the wom-
an’sfatherlodged acomplaintag-
ainst seven people, including his
neighbour Jibrail, accusing them

of kidnapping her. Citing local res-
idents, the father Thursday told
police that his daughter has been
converted. “After the woman’s fa-
ther submitted a complaint, we
added the Prohibition of Unlawful
Conversion of Religion Ordinance,
2020to the case. Weincluded two
more IPCsections — 120-B(crim-
inal conspiracy)and 368 (wrong-
fully concealing or keepingin con-
finement kidnapped person)—in
the FIR,” said SHO, Tambor police
station, Amit Singh Bhadouriya.

Police said the woman went
missing on November 24.

Besides Jibail, a taxi driver, the
other accused are his family me-
mbers, including his mother and
sister-in-law, and friends, said po-

lice. Bhadouriya said police have
arrested two of the accused —
Jibrail'selder brotherIsrail (26)and
brother-in-law Usman. The role of
the othersis being probed, he said.

The first case under the new
lawwas lodged at Deorania police
station in Bareilly against one
Owais Ahmed. Three days later,
police arrested Ahmed. The sec-
ond case was registered in Muza-
ffarnagar’s Mansoorpur police sta-
tion against two persons, and
police are yet to make arrests.Mau
police lodged the third case at
Chiraiyakot police station against
14 personsafteracomplainantal-
leged that the accused kidnapped
his 25-year-old daughter. No one
hasbeen arrested so far.

Plea in SC against bigamy among Muslims:
Opposed to public policy, decency, morality

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

A GROUP of women has moved
the Supreme Court challenging
the provisions in the Shariat Act
and Indian Penal Code which al-
low the practice of bigamy in the
Muslim community.

The plea filed through Advo-
cate Vishnu Shankar Jain, said that
though there are UN conventions
against bigamy, “inIndia the irony
is that bigamy has been made
punishable under Section 494 of

[PCsubject toapplicability of per-
sonal law”. The practice is disal-
lowed by Hindu, Christian and
Parsi laws but permitted under
Section 2 of the Muslim Personal
Law (Shariat) Application Act,
1937, the plea said, adding this “is
opposed to public policy, decency
and morality and is discrimina-
tory within the meaning of Article
14 of the Constitution of India”.

“Therefore, the provision of
Section 2 of Shariat Act in so far it
protects the bigamous marriages
by Muslims is liable to be struck
down being unconstitutional and
void,” the petition prayed.

General public is hereby informed that a
boy (depicted in the photo), Namely:
Manoj Yadav @ Manoj S/o Deep Chand
Yadav R/o Childline Prayas, E-Block, Near
P.S. Jahangir Puri, Delhi, Permanent
Address: Village Mangisapur, Distt.
Fatehpur, U.P. has been missing since
30.10.2015 from the Kalawati Saran
Hospital, New Delhi. In this regard a
case vide FIR No. 363/15 u/s 363 IPC

dated 30.10.2015 has been registered at
MANOJ YADAV Police Station Mandir Marg, New Delhi. His
@ MANOJ physical description is as under:-

Age : Around 13 Years, Height: 4'9",Complexion : Wheatish, Face:
Long, Built: Normal, Wearing : Blue colour shirt & pant and bare
footed, Identification: ATattoo of “OM” on right hand.

Any person having any information/Clue about this missing boy,
may inform SHO, Mandir Marg, New Delhi. at E-mail Id —
cic@cbi.gov.in or Website: http://cbi.nic.in

SHO

P.S. Mandir Marg, New Delhi
New Delhi Distt., Delhi

Ph. No. 011-23364100, 23366730, 8750870522

Phone:
011-24368638, 24368641

Fax No. 011-24368639
DP/161/NDD/2020

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH,
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF

THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
E & M CIRCLE, RAIPUR (C.G)
NATIONAL OPEN COMPETITIVE PROCUREMENT
(Two-Envelope Bidding Process with e-Procurement)
e-PROCUREMENT REQUEST FOR BIDS
eProcurement Portal: https://eprocure.gov.in
"TENDER CANCELLATION NOTICE"

1. In Tender ID No. 2020_WRCWB_579895_1/RFB
No. 08/SAC/2020-21/Rudri/Drip-II Dated 31.08.2020
Advertisement No. 83426 is hereby cancelled due to
Unavoidable reasons.

2. In Tender ID No. 2020_WRCWB_580583_1/RFB
No. 09/SAC/2020-21/Rudri/Drip-II Dated 31.08.2020
Advertisement No. 83427 is hereby cancelled due to
Unavoidable reasons. sd/-

Executive Engineer,
E&M H.E.M.M. Division Rudri
for Superintending Engineer
E&,M Circle Water Resources Department Raipur

85364

/+\ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
U MH&FW., DGHS

- BCG VACCINE LABORATORY
No.110, 33 Feet Road, Mount Road,Guindy, Chennai-600 032. Tamil Nadu

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders are invited from the Manufacturers / Dealers in the
prescribed form ON or BEFORE 29.12.2020 at 02.00 PM for supply of
the following item. Technical Bid will be opened at 03.00 PM on
29.12.2020 at the above said office address. The date and time of
opening of Financial Bid will be informed to the bidders who are qualified
in the Technical Bid.

SI.No Description of the item

1 No.D.21016/02/2020-21 (Stores)

Aluminium Flip Off - Suitable for 2R Vials,
Plastic Button to be pale yellow colour with
glossy finish enabling for sticking VVM as per
Drawing and Specification enclosed in the
Tender Form as Annexure - |
2 No. D.21016/03/2020-21(Stores)
BIFID SILICONISED RUBBER WADS 13MM
BROMO BUTYL LYO, GREY COLOUR
SUITABLE FOR 2R VIALS - READY TO WASH
AS PER DRAWING AND SPECIFICATION
ENCLOSED IN THE TENDER FORM AS
ANNEXURE - |
Drawing with specification, Tender Forms and Vendor Qualification forms
can be downloaded from the CPP Portal / BCGVL website -

dirbcglab.gov.in DIRECTOR

Quantity

20 lakhs

10 lakhs
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E-Tender Notice
The Sr Divisional Commercial Manager/Coaching, Northern Railway, Delhi Division, New Delhi invites online e-tender through website https://ireps.gov.in, for the parking
contracts, for the period of 01 (One) years, to be closed on 28.12.2020 at 15:00 hrs at the following stations/locations:
S | Name of work with its location/Railway Station Advertise |EMD @2%| Cost of Website particulars where
N value/ of total |Tender form complete tender
Reserve | Contract | Inclusive document can be seen
Price of one| Value |GST @ 18%
yearin (Rs)| (InRs.) (in Rs)
1 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Panipat Railway Station (PNP), 2" entry “A” Category, 9,34,704 18700 2360 https://ireps.gov.in/
with measuring an area of 390 sq mtrs tender no: Parking101-2020
2 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Kurukshetra Railway Station (KKDE), 1* Entry “B” 8,98,400 18000 2360 https://ireps.gov.in/
Category, with measuring an area of 648 sq mtrs tender no: Parking102-2020
3 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Kurukshetra Railway Station (KKDE), 2" Entry “B” 3,43,968 6900 1180 https://ireps.gov.in/
Category, with measuring an area of 353 sq mtrs tender no: Parking103-2020
4 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car- at New Delhi Railway Station (NDLS) Pahar Ganj Side, | 1,40,19,635| 280400 5900 https://ireps.gov.in/
“A-1" Category, with measuring an area of 3429.19 sq mtrs tender no: Parking104-2020
5 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Shahabad Markanda Railway Station (SHDM), “D” 3,87,648 7800 1180 https://ireps.gov.in/
Category, with measuring an area of 375 sq mtrs tender no: Parking105-2020
6 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car at Meerut City Railway Station (MTC), “A” Category, 27,95,696 56000 3540 https://ireps.gov.in/
with measuring an area of 2054.80 sq mtrs tender no: Parking106-2020
7 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Panipat Railway Station (PNP), 1st Entry “A” 13,95,008 27900 2360 https://ireps.gov.in/
Category, with measuring an area of 804.70 sq mtrs tender no: Parking107-2020
8 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Ghaziabad Railway Station (GZB), City Side “A” 38,63,143 77300 3540 https://ireps.gov.in/
Category, with measuring an area of 2551.59 sq mtrs tender no: Parking108-2020
9 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car at Hazrat Nizamuddin Railway station (HNZM) “A-1" 1,00,99,075| 202000 5900 https://ireps.gov.in/
Category, with measuring an area of 4061.87 sq mtrs tender no: Parking109-2020
10| Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car at Delhi Cantt Railway Station (DEC), “A” Category, 25,55,731 51200 3540 https://ireps.gov.in/
with measuring an area of 709 sq mtrs tender no: Parking110-2020
11 | Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Jind Railway Station (JHI), “B” Category, 4,27,499 8600 1180 https://ireps.gov.in/
with measuring an area of 393.39 sq mtrs tender no: Parking111-2020
12| Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Subzi Mandi Railway Station (SZM), “B” Category, with 11,96,214 24000 2360 https://ireps.gov.in/
measuring an area of 1525.37 sq mtrs tender no: Parking112-2020
13| Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car at Nangloi Railway Station (NNO), “B” Category, with 13,00,010 26000 2360 https://ireps.gov.in/
measuring an area of 610 sq mtrs tender no: Parking113-2020
14| Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car-Bus-Truck-Tempo at Adarsh Nagar Railway Station 3,03,453 6100 1180 https://ireps.gov.in/
(ANDI/PRS), Shalimar Bagh Side “A” Category, with measuring an area of 398.86 sq mtrs tender no: Parking114-2020
15| Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Palam Railway Station (PM), “D” Category, with 6,60,278 13300 2360 https://ireps.gov.in/
measuring an area of 414.70 sq mtrs tender no: Parking115-2020
16| Parking contract of Cycle Scooter at New Delhi Railway Station (NDLS) Ajmeri Gate Side 38,36,075 76800 3540 https://ireps.gov.in/
“A-1" Category Station, with measuring area of 926.68 sq mtrs tender no: Parking116-2020
17| Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter at Delhi Sarai Rohilla Railway Station (DEE), “A” Category, 5,09,760 10200 2360 https://ireps.gov.in/
with measuring an area of 105.52 sq mtrs tender no: Parking117-2020
18| Parking contract of Cycle-Scooter-Car-Bus-Truck-Tempo at Delhi Sadar Bazar Railway Station | 1,43,73,807 | 287500 5900 https://ireps.gov.in/
(DSB), on As Is Where Is basis, “D” Category, with measuring an area of 4722.67 sq mtrs tender no: Parking118-2020
*Applicable GST and TCS has to be paid by license extra, over and above the Advertise value/Reserve Price/ license fee. 2719/2020

BHAKRA BEAS MANAGEI\{IENT BOARD

(Power
Notice Inviting E-Tender

Corrigendum-|
NIT No.: BP-2813
Name of office: Dy. Chief Engineer,
BBMB (PW), Nangal.

Name of work: Supply, erection, testing and commissioning of 2 number HP
compressor after dismantling of existing old HP compressors in switchyard of Bhakra
LeftBank Power House of BBMB (PW), Nangal.
Last date for download tender documents
Last date for submission of online bid 22.12.2020 upto 17:00 Hrs.
Due date for opening technical bid 23.12.2020 at 11:00 Hrs.

For detailed NIT & Earnest Money to be deposited please visit BBMB website
https://lbbmbeproc.abcprocure.com & www.bbmb.gov.in

774-PA.-Generation- (NIRRT

UJVIN LTD.

: “UJJWAL”, Maharani Bagh, G.M.S. Road, Dehradun-248006
Telephones: 0135-2763808, Fax: 0135-2763508
CIN No.U40101UR2001SGC025866, Website:www.ujvnl.com

RO No.:797 TENDER NOTICE Date: 04-12-2020
Office of the Executive Engineer (Maint.), Chibro Power Station, Dakpathar
(Dehradun), invites sealed tenders for following work Tender No: CH(Maint.)-
25/2020-21 Refurbishment & Installation & Commissioning of 01 Set of Turbine
Guide Bearing Pads of 60 MW Francis Turbine of Chibro Power Station.
Estimated cost :¥14,00,000/- GST extra
Date of availability of bid on website :06.12.2020, 11:00 hrs.

Last date for submission of tender :28.12.2020 upto13:00 hrs
For further details, kindly visit our website. The tender documents can be
downloaded from the Nigam's website “www.ujvnl.com”

(Executive Engineer, Maint.)

“Avoid wasteful use of Electricity”

GOVERNM ENT OF CH HATTISGARH, WATER RESOURES DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

E/M Circle Water Resources Department Raipur
NATIONAL OPEN COMPETITIVE PROCUREMENT
(Two-Envelope Bidding Process with e-Procurement)
¢-PROCUREM ENT REQUEST FOR BIDS

e-Procu rement Portal: https://eprocu re.gov.in
(Second Call)

Tender ID No. 2020_WRCWB_ 600247 / RFB No.: 12 /SAC/EM/20-21/RUDRI/Dri p-1I
Online Tenders are invited for the following works up to

07.01.2021 at 15:00 Hrs. (IST)

Name of work : Supply erection testing & commissioning of new
30mtr Hot dipped galvanized high mast pole with 350watt
LED flood light and repair with replacement and fixing of
350watt LED fixture power cable and panel at 30mtr of 9nos
existing high mast of RSP Gangrel Dam.

Probable Amount of Contract: - Rs. 110.59 Lakhs

The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the

Government of India Integrated e-Procurement Portal (https://epro-

cure.gov.in) from Date 07.12.2020 , at 15:00 Hou rs. (IST)

onwards.

NOTE :- All eligible/interested bidders are mandated to get enrol led

on the Integrated e-procurement portal (https://eprocure.gov.in) in

order to download the tender document and participate in the subse-
quent bidding process. Bidders from India should however be regis-
tered with the Government of Chhattisgarh or other State

Government/Government of India or State/Central Government

Undertaking. Bidders from India Who are not registered as above on

the date of bidding can also participate provide they get themselves

Registration in appropriate class by the time of contract singing. If

they become successful bidders.

Bhakra Power Houses Circle,

22.12.2020 upto 16:00 Hrs.

H.O.

Dated-01.12.2020

sd/-
Executive Engineer
E&M H.E.M.M. Division Rudri
For Suuperintending Engineer
E/M Circle Water Resources
Department Raipur

85376

', NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

NMDC Limited

(A Government of India Enterprise)
'Khanij Bhavan', 10-3-311/A, Castle Hills, Masab Tank, Hyderabad-500 028

CIN : L13100TG1958GOI1001674

E-AUCTION SALE OF ROUGH DIAMONDS FROM

NMDC DIAMOND MINING PROJECT, MAJHGAWAN, PANNA
NMDC will display lots of rough diamonds of about 22000 carats from 14/12/2020
onwards on appointment basis at NMDC Diamond Mining Project, Majhgawan, Panna
only to be sold through e-auction conducted by M/s MSTC Limited.
For further details regarding Time of display, E-Auction and admission procedure,
buyers may visit NMDC Website: www.nmdc.co.in or CGM, Panna at 07732-271234 or
contact Manager (Coml), Panna at mobile no. +91-7987355126 or HO, Hyderabad at
mobile no. +91-9490759607 M/s MSTC Limited +91-9650554645 / +91 - 7406047869.

BY Pb B @ &

THE RAJASTHAN STATE COOPERATIVE BANK LTD.

DC-1, OPPOSITE NEHRU BALODYAN, TONK ROAD, JAIPUR
Phone: 0141-2744832 e-mail: rsch.ittenders@rajasthan.gov.in

Tender Notice No. RSCB/Purchase/3/2020-21
Sealed tenders are invited from eligible bidders for following:
1. Bid No. RSCB/Oracle/20-21/01 - Single Source Procurement RFP for Supply &
Installation of Oracle Database Sofware Security products
2. Bid No. RSCB/Oracle/20-21/02 - Single Source Procurement RFP for Technical
Supportand maintenance of Oracle Exadata Machine & Database Products
and OEM Resource
Schedule for tenders:
S.N. Events Particulars
1. | Start date and time of download of e-bid
2. | Lastdate and time of download of e-bid
.| Last date of submission of e-bid with Bid security
4. | Opening of Technical bid/e-bid
5. | Websites where tenderis available

Date & time for tenders
05.12.2020,10.00 AM
28.12.2020, 1.00 PM
28.12.2020, 1.00 PM
28.12.2020, 3.00 PM
https://rscb.org.in,
https://sppp.raj.nic.in,
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

Managing Director

STORES E-PROCUREMENT

Tendor Haotice Ko, o /17002031,

E-Tendering Tender Matice Dated: Bd-12-2028 (1) All

The plea said Section 494 of
IPC provides that “whoever, hav-
ingahusband or wife living, mar-
ries in any case in which such
marriage is void by reason of its

taking place during the life of such
husband or wife, shall be pun-
ished with imprisonment of ei-
ther description for a term which
may extend to seven years, and
shall also be liable to fine”.
Thus“itisclear thatthe offence
of bigamy is punishable only when
the second marriageis void. It me-
ans that the validity of second ma-
rriage depends on the recognition
of such marriage under personal
law”. The petitioners questioned
how the state can make a penal
law “insuchamanner whichmay
create discrimination and same
act may be punishable for so-
meone but for others enjoyable”.
The plea has been filed by
Kashika Sharma from Himachal
Pradesh, Usha Sinha from Bihar,
Kiran Singh, Suvid Praveen
Kanchan and Parul Khera from

WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER FOR SUPPLY &

Uttar Pradesh and the Lucknow-
based Jan Udghosh Sansthan.

ALLIED WORK OF VIDEO
SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM
Deputy Chief Signal & Telecom Engineer
(Const) BRC, invites open tenders in
sealed cover for the following work -
(1) Tender No.: S&T/C/BRC/111-R/2020-
21(Telecom) (2) Name of the Work with
Location: Supply, Installation, Testing
and Commissioning of Video
Surveillance system in connection with
implementation of Integrated Security
System (ISS) on Kevadiya, Chandod &
Dabhoi Stations of Vadodara Division,
Western Railway. (3) Approx. Cost of
the Work: 32,50,51,676.53/- (4) EMD:
%2,75,300/- (5) Completion Period:
2 Months (6) Validity of Offer: 45 days
from the date of opening of the tender (7)
Date & Time for Submission and
Opening of e-Tender: Submission upto
15.00 Hrs. on 23.12.2020 and Opening
on same date at 15.30 Hrs. (8) Website
Particulars and Office where complete
details can be seen: www.ireps.gov.in,
Deputy Chief Signal & Telecom Engineer
(Construction), lind Floor, Annex
Building, DRM Office, Pratapnagar,

Western Railway, Vadodara -390004.
D-0472

Like us on : [[d facebook.com/WesternRly

Ma.: 23030

SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWRY

TENDER NOTICE FOR
ENGINEERING WORKE
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EHGE-BE2P-T-115-20-21, Data:
cd. .20z Work: Exaculion of
Threugh Slecper renewnl by PORS
rreachuns wih conirac e s patsl nnclar
Ihe jutiadictzan of SOERNICaniral
Bilaspur.  Tendor Walua: ©
335,02 A2 10. EMD: T 3,12 204r-
Complation Paried: 49 Monihs.
‘Etart Date of Submission of
Tondar: Fram 11.00 hours on
ng.12.z0ze Last Daie of
Sohmigsicn e Tondar; Lo 19,00

heara on 22 12,2020,

The compiete ivormadon al abows
a=Tards: Meben in saallakla guar
mililad. hipleww, | regpaogav.in
Bids oinbr than o-hids shal nol bo
noooposd against abawe Tendar.

o vl {Erg)
CARMGMEAD  B.ELC.RIy EMaspur.

Lirapsrral Hacbvay Marager (ngg i E
Hairamys [zainagar For and bemall of
Foemdeant of indiairesies "Opon” s-lender
thicugh on Line |E-lengenng ) for e
foforang woek. 5. Mo i=Rescripiion of
works: Frovvsaon of compardoe o rghl

hives bean uzloaded on ndian Ralaeys
E-Arpoummant Farlal (IRERS) !
wan. lrape gov.in, For.odatals &
Ilmfﬁﬂ?ﬂuﬂﬂIliﬁl\.l'-\.'\.u.'l'l"ul'ﬂl:ll'lall
m-lender, Fippes vl 1R L merameni
Ipo=al (2] The prospact b lendenars am

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS

RAILWAY RECRUITMENT BOARD, AIMER
CEN 03/2019: Ministerial and Isolated Categories

Indicative Notice for Computer Based Test (CBT)

i h adamed la e Bam mgabetal o e
paboman through Dwrsoircmg under Wt e i i o Bk e
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HORTHEAST FROKTIER RAILMAY

5, HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED
(“A State Govt. Undertaking”) Press Tender Notice
(E-Tendering Mode Only)

|y E
Online Tenders are hereby invited on turnkey basis (two part bid) by the
undersigned for & on behalf of Managing Director, HPSEB Ltd., Shimla -4 ,
from the Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM)/ Authorized dealer of
OEM for the following work:-

Tender No.
Name of work
Estimated Cost
Earnest Money
Cost of Tender
Documents
Completion Period
Sale of Tender
documents
Last date of receipt
of tender
Opening of Techno
Commercial bid

The Computer Based Tests (CBTs) for the vacancies of
Ministerial and Isolated Categories notified under CEN
03/2019 will be held from 15.12.2020 to 18.12.2020. The
exam will be held by observing all guidelines related to
COVID-19.
The link for Exam City, Date & Shift intimation and Mock test
will be made live from 05.12.2020 onwards on official websites
of all RRBs. E-call letter can be downloaded 04 days prior to
start of Exam as mentioned in city intimation link.
For further details and updates, the candidates are advised
to visit only official websites of Railway Recruitment Boards
(RRBs) fromtime to time. Chai

airpersons

Date : 05.12.2020 Railway Recruitment Boards

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

The Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager/ PS, Northern Railway, Delhi Division, New

Delhiinvites e-tender for the following work:

=

Name of work with its Allotment of 13 Catering Stalls (Special Minor Units)
at various A & B category of Railway Stations over
Delhi Division for a period of five (5) years. (Ctg.

SMU 37 to Ctg.SMU 49-2020)

location

2 |Name oftenderonIREPS | 23AC/Ctg./Blue Print/A/18

3 |Approximate costof work | AsperNITonireps.gov.in

4 |Date of opening of Tender |28.12.2020 at 15:00 hrs

5 |Cost of Tender document & | As per NIT onireps.gov.in
18% GST

6 |Earnest Money Deposit AsperNITonireps.gov.in

~

Website particulars where
complete details of tender
document can be seen

No. 23AC/Ctg./Blue Print/A/18 Dated: .12.2020 2711/2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE

The Dy. Chief Engineer/Const.-I, Northern Railway, State Entry Road, New Delhi for
and on behalf of President of India invites open e-tender under Single Packet System
for the under noted work:-

https://ireps.gov.in/

NOPD Block/IGMC/2020-21
SOP to new OPD Block at
Indira Gandhi Medical College
Shimla -01 under Electrical
Division HPSEBL Shimla -01
Rs.518 Lacs
Rs.13 Lacs
Rs.5900.00
04 Months
From 14.12.2020 to
28.12.2020 (Upto 05.00 PM)
29.12.2020 (Upto 5 PM)
30.12.2020 (at 15.00 Hrs)

CEO/M&C/Tender/No.13/SOP-

The detailed tender notification can be viewed/downloaded free of cost from
the website http://www.tenderwizard.com/HPSEB and tender documents
can be had after making prescribed payment. Any clarification/amendment
shall be uploaded on the above website . For further details on e-tendering,
please contact Phone no. 0177-2801745

ER. Sanjeev Maria
Chief Engineer (OP) South
HPSEB Ltd, Shimla -4

Save Energy for the
Benefit of Self and Nation

New Delhi

1.[Name of work
and location

Balance work of Additional holding line between Anand Vihar
& Chandernagar station in c/w Development of new coaching
terminal at Anand Vihar Railway Station (Phase-Il)

(Fourth call).

06 (Six) months from the date of issue of acceptance letter.

2.|Completion period
of the work

3.|Approx. Cost of
work

Rs. 58.25 Lakh (Rupees Fifty eight lakh & twenty five
thousand only)

Rs. 1,16,500.00 (Rupees One lakh sixteen thousand five
hundred only)

4.|Earnest money
amount (to be
deposited Online)
5.|Date, Time for
submission of e-
tender and
opening of tender
6.|Detailed Tender
Notice & Tender
Document

Tenders may be uploaded upto 11.30 hrs. on 28.12.2020 on
IREPS web site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in The bidders can only
participate in the e-tender, the tender will be opened at 11.30
hrs. on 28.12.2020

The detailed e-tender notice is available on Northern
Railway web site i.e. www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

Above tenders document will be available on IREPS web
site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in from 07.12.2020 to 28.12.2020.
All other terms and conditions in respect of above tenders
are given in tender document. The detailed tender notice
also can be seen on the Notice Board of the above office.

No. 220-Acs/1/1166/Holding Line Date: 04.12.2020 2715/20

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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Narottam Mishra

MADHYA PRADESH
Home Minister
found ‘unfit’ for

vaccine trial

Bhopal: Madhya Pradesh
Home Minister Narottam
Mishra was found unfit for
Bharat Biotech’s coron-
avirusvaccine trialas hisim-
mediate family members
had tested positive for the
infection, a doctor said on
Friday. Dr Anil Kumar Dixit,
Dean of the city-based
People’s College of Medical
Sciences and Research
Centre, said, “Mishra was
found unfit for the vaccine
trial as some of the mem-
bersin his family had tested
Covid-19 positive earlier.”
Talking to reporters here,
the minister said he wished
to volunteer for the trial as
hewanted todosomething
forsociety. “ButIwas found
unfit for it as my wife and
children had tested positive
inthepast,”hesaid. ~ PTI

MAHARASHTRA
EDfiles plea
against Igbal
Mirchikin
Mumbai: The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Friday ap-
proached the special
court seeking to declare
three family members of
deceased gangster Igbal
Memon alias Igbal Mirchi
as “fugitive economic of-
fenders” in connection
with amoney laundering
probe. Anapplication was
moved under the Fugitive
Economic Offenders
(FEO) Act, 2018, seeking
to declare Memon's sons
Junaid and Asif as well as
his wife Hajra as fugitive
economic offenders. The
plea also sought that 15
of their properties in
India and six bank ac-
counts with a balance of
Rs 1.9 crore be confis-
cated. ENS

CHHATTISGARH
Maoist killed in
encounterin
Bijapur district

Bijapur: A Maoist was
killed in an encounter
with security forces in
Chhattisgarh’s insur-
gency-hit Bijapur district
on Friday, police said. The
skirmish took place
around 12.30 pmin a for-
est under Gangaloor po-
lice station area, where
joint teams of security
forces were on an anti-
Naxal operation, inspec-
tor general of police
(Bastar range) Sundarraj
Ptold PTI. Personnel from
the District Reserve
Guard (DRG), Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) and its elite unit
CoBRA were involved,
he said. PTI

ANVAY NAIK SUICIDE CASE

Raigad police drops key charge
against Amab, two others

MOHAMED THAVER
& SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 4

THE RAIGAD police, in the 1,914-
page chargesheet filed in the
Anvay Naik suicide case on Friday,
have dropped the charge that in-
dicated that the three accused, in-
cluding Republic TV Editor-in-
Chief Arnab Goswami, together
conspired to drive Naik to suicide
in April 2018.

Naik, aninterior decorator; had
named Goswami, Feroz Shaikh of
IcastX/Skimedia and Niteish Sarda
of Smartworks as responsible for
the suicide. He had worked for
them and wrote in the suicide
note that they had not paid himRs
5.40 crore for the work.

While the FIR registered by the
Raigad police soon after the inci-
dent had added IPC Section 34
(common intent) —which meant
the three had worked together to
drive Naik to commit suicide —the
chargesheet has dropped that sec-
tion. The chargesheet hasretained
Section 306 (abetment to commit
suicide) and added Section 109
(punishment of abetment).
Dropping Section 34 assumes sig-
nificance since it was one of the
main factors mentioned by the
earlier investigating officer while
closing the case in 2019.

While the current chargesheet
drops references to the three be-
ing linked, in order to establish
Naik was left with no option but
to commit suicide, it has state-
ments of over 50 witnesses of

MANESAR LAND SCAM CASE

Panchkula CBI court
frames charges against
Hooda, 38 others

PALLAVISINGHAL
PANCHKULA, DECEMBER 4

ONTHE orders of the special CBI
court in Panchkula, former
Haryana CM Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, his then principal secre-
tary M LTayal and 37 others have
been charged for corruption,
criminal conspiracy, cheating
and criminal misconduct by a
public servant in the multi-crore
Manesar land scam case.

The CBI's case before the
court is that Hooda, Tayal and
others deliberately allowed land
acquisition proceedings in
Gurgaon's Manesar, Naurangpur
and Laukhnoula — which began
in 2004 —to lapse thus allegedly
benefitting private players.

According to the CBI, soon af-
ter issuance of notification for
land acquisition, the land own-
ers were approached by private
entities and forced to sell their
land in panic as they were told
that the government was going
tobuy their land at cheaper rates.
The government authorities,
which abandoned the acquisi-
tion proceedings later in 2007,
also processed “inillegal and ar-
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Bhupinder Singh Hooda
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bitrary manner” the applications
made by the same builders for
grant of licences and CLUs. As per
the CBI, this action caused huge
loss to the state as well as the
land owners and wrongful gain
to the private entities.

The court,in December 1 or-
der made public Friday, also took
cognizance of the involvement
of other officers, who were not
named as accused by the CBI but
were cited as witnesses in the
chargesheet.

It has summoned senior IAS
officer Rajeev Arora, currently
serving as ACS Home, under sec-
tions 120B (criminal conspiracy),
420 (cheating) and ordered him
to face trial in the case. Rajeev
was Managing Director, HSIIDC
from 2005-12.

Vadodara BJP leader held
for breach of Covid norms

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
VADODARA, DECEMBER 4

FORMER VADODARA mayor and
general secretary of the BJP's city
unit, Sunil Solanki has been ar-
rested along with seven others
for celebrating his birthday in vi-
olation of the lockdown regula-
tions that demand social dis-
tancing and wearing masks,
police said on Friday.

All eight have been released
on bail, they added.

The Sayajigunj police said
eight people, including Solanki,
were booked after videos
emerged of the birthday celebra-
tions at the party’s office in
Vadodara on Wednesday.

Police Inspector Smitesh
Solanki of Sayajigunj police sta-
tion said, “We had registered the

SC bid to reduce paper use
may save 2.4 cr sheets a yr

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

CHANGES IN the Supreme
Court’s rules regarding paper us-
age is likely to reduce its con-
sumption by about 2.4 crore
sheets every year, saving over
2,800 trees and conserving over
1 crore litres of water, according
to estimates.

The top court’s Registry uses
20,000reams of paper (about one
crore sheets) on average and the
savings because of the changes is
likely to save at least 25 per cent
of this, official sources say.

The wastage of paper due to
rules that mandated only one-
side printing was a cause of worry

for the court for some time.

Beginning April, the adminis-
tration under ChiefJustice of India
S A Bobde, known to be a nature
lover, revised the provisions to al-
low printing on both sides. This
measure alone, officials pointed
out,isestimated tosavearound 1.5
crore A-4 sheets of paper per year.

It was also decided to use the
A-4 paper, with one and half line
spacing and reduced marginsin-
stead of legal size paper for judi-
cial filings, reducing the paper us-
age by around 45 lakh annually.

Officials said with judgments
and orders available on the court’s
website, the Registry has decided
todoaway with printing and dis-
tribution of their hard copies, fur-
ther reducing paper usage.

Ex-mayor Sunil Solanki
celebrated his birthday
along with seven
others at a party office.
All were without masks
and did not observe
social distancing

offence on Thursday under IPC
Section 188 for violation of noti-
fication in place. Thereafter, we
had arrested six persons on
Thursday night. Solanki was ar-
rested on Friday along with the
eighth person. They were ar-
rested and released on bail asitis
abailable offence.”

On Friday, Solanki said he ap-
preciated the police action as law
“is equal for all”.

which nine statements have been
recorded before a magistrate.
“We have statements of sev-
eral employees of Naik, bank
statements and emails to prove
that non payment of money by
the three accused drove himto kill
himself,” said inspector Jamil
Shaikh, who is probing the case.
An official said, “We have
found strong evidence in the form
of some communication we have
established between Naik and the
accused, where he told them that
if they did not pay him for the
work he had done, it will be diffi-
cult for him to continue living,”
While in the closure report
filed in 2019, the officer had con-
cluded that Naik had not com-
pleted or not satisfactorily com-
pleted work done for the accused,

the current chargesheet has also
stated that they have statements
of those working for his clients
which establish that Naik had
completed the work he had taken
on from them.

Earlier this week Maharashtra
Home Minister Anil Deshmukh
had said the police would soon be
filinga“strong chargesheet”inthe
case. Goswami Thursday moved
anurgent interimapplication be-
fore the Bombay HC seeking a stay
onfiling of a chargesheet and fur-
ther proceedings. It is likely to be
heard next week.

The court on Saturday will
hear the revision application filed
by the Raigad police against the
magistrate court's order last
month denying police custody of
the three accused.

TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

2i7 CASES: ACTIVE CASES: 4,16,082
DAYSSIGE 95,71,559 | DEATHS:1,39,188
BEGAN TESTS: 14,47,27,749 | RECOVERIES: 90,16,289
CASES DEATHS RECOVERIES TESTS
DEC2 35551 | 526 ‘ 40,726 11,11,698
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STATES WITHRISING ACTIVE CASES

-

ACTIVECASES  RISEINLAST WEEK
Uttarakhand 5,741 404
Gujarat 14,823 294
Punjab 7,724 245

STATES WHERE ACTIVE CASES ARE DECLINING
ACTIVECASES DECLINEINLAST WEEK

Delhi 29,120 9614
Andhra Pradesh 6,742 5873
Haryana 15,516 5262
STATES REPORTING MAXIMUM CASES
ONDEC3 TOTAL
Kerala 5,377 6,20,050
Maharashtra 5,182 1,837,358
Delhi 3,734 5,82,058
STATES REPORTING MAXIMUM DEATHS
ONDEC3 TOTAL
Maharashtra 118 48,549
Delhi 82 9,424
West Bengal 49 8,576

Dataas on December 3, released by Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Indian Council of Medical
Research and state governments. Often, the numbers released every day contain data from previous days
aswell. As such, trends based on daily numbers are only indicative and not definitive

You have the skills to usher
in change: PM to II'T alumni

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

URGING THEM to “set a higher
benchmark” for giving back to
India, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said that the pan-
[IT community could help build
India into a self-reliant country.
Speaking at the [IT2020 Global
Summit, he said India is witness-
ing a sea-change in the way the
country works and new job op-
portunities are opening up.
“Earlier when the IITs produced
aerospace engineers, the domes-
tic employment market was not
strong for them. Now new space
technology startups are coming
up every other day in India, pro-
viding new opportunities. [ am
sure that some of you will boldly
go where none have gone before.
We are committed to reform, per-
form, and transform,” he said.
Highlighting areas of innova-
tion where IIT alumni could con-
tribute, the Prime Minister said his

BEANT SINGH KILLING
SC asks govt why
file on commuting
Rajoana’s death

sentence not sent
to President yet

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

THE SUPREME Court Friday ques-
tioned the Centre over the delay
in sending a proposal to the
President for commuting the
death sentence of Balwant Singh
Rajoana, convicted in the 1995 as-
sassination of former Punjab chief
minister Beant Singh.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice of India S A Bobde asked
the Centre toappriseitastowhen
the authorities concerned will
send the proposal to the President
under Article 72 of the
Constitution.

The apex court noted that a
letter was sent from the MHA to
the Punjab chief secretary on
September 27, 2019, intimating
that a proposal would be sent to
the President.

The bench asked Additional
Solicitor General KM Nataraj, ap-
pearing for the Centre, as to why
the proposal has not been sent till
now. Nataraj sought two weeks’
time to take instruction on the is-
sue of sending a proposal to the
President.

The bench has posted the
matter for hearing on January 8.

Narendra Modi

government has brought reforms
in labour codes and ensured that
corporate tax rates remain low.
Adding that the post-Covid
order would be about “re-learn-
ing, re-thinking, re-innovating,
and re-inventing”, Modi said that
the IIT alumni have the skills to
usher in the change. “India and
the world needs viable solutions
to adjust to the 'new normal'.
Today a large number of IIT
alumni are in global leadership
positions and have the skills to
bring about change. The respon-
sibility is heavy, but [ know your
shoulders are capable,” he said.

No move to offer
courses in mother
tongue: II'T director

New Delhi: IIT-Delhi Director V
Ramgopal Rao has said offering
“entire B Tech programmes” in
Indian languages would mean
“the beginning of the end” for
the IITs, but added that
Education Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal has clarified that no
such plan was afoot.

This came after reports that
the Centre has setup ataskforce to
prepare a roadmap on imparting
technical educationinIndianlan-
guages and the Education
Minister tweeted on the same.

Rao, inaFacebook postonthe
same day, issued a clarification.
Pokhriyal “.. Thereis goingtobe a
task force involving IITs and the
task force will look into the NEP
implementation aspects related
toIITs”, he wrote. “Offering entire
B.Tech programmes in local lan-
guages would mean, language
willbecomeacriterioninour fac-
ulty selections. This will be the be-
ginning of end for IITs. Our faculty
selections need to be on a global
scale,” he added. ENS

Stan Swamy moves plea
for hearing if he is to be

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 4

ARRESTED IN the Elgaar Parishad
case, Father Stan Swamy, the 83-
year old Jesuit priest and tribal
rights activist from Jharkhand, on
Friday moved a plea before a spe-
cial court seeking an opportunity
tobe heard ifadecisionis takento
transfer him to any other prison.
Swamy has been lodged in Taloja
Central Jail in Navi Mumbai since
his arrest in October.

His lawyer, Sharif Shaikh, told
the court that the defence team
has learnt that Swamy may be
shifted to another jail in the city.
Following this, the court directed
the Taloja jail SP to file a reply on
the plea. Besides Swamy, while
nine otheraccused arrested in the
case are lodged in Talojajail, three
women accused are lodged in
Byculla women’s jail.

Shaikhalsotold the court that
he had learnt from news reports
that a straw sipper and winter
clothes have been provided to
Swamy at the jail. He added that
the information has not been re-
ceived from the prison officially,
asjail authorities are yet to submit
areport on Swamy’s application
seeking a straw sipper and winter
clothes.

CBI wants HC to set aside Kerala govt order
denying sanction to prosecute Cong leader

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DECEMBER 4

THE CBI has submitted an affi-
davit in the Kerala High Court
against the state government’s
decision to deny it sanction to
prosecute senior Congress leader
R Chandrasekharan and a bu-
reaucrat in connection with a
multi-crore corruption case at

the Kerala State Cashew
Development Corporation
(KSCDC).

Chandrasekharan is also the
state president of the Congress’s
trade union arm, INTUC.

The case gained attention as
the CPI(M) government is shield-
ing a Congress leader at a time
when the ruling party is scout-

R Chandrasekharan

ing for as many as cases to be
raked up against the opposition
party’s leaders in the state.

This case relates to corrup-
tion in the procurement of raw
cashew nuts from India and
abroad, and sale of cashew ker-
nels by KSCDC between 2006
and 2014, when
Chandrasekharan had been its
chairman and K A Ratheesh its

THIRD PROJECT 39A ANNUAL LECTURE IN CRIMINAL LAW

State has no language to understand dissent other
than branding it cri

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

WHEN PEOPLE come out on the
streets to protest against a law,
they are not merely disagreeing
but are questioning the legiti-
macy of the government, said
Pratap Bhanu Mehta, Professor
of Political Science at Ashoka
University and Contributing
Editor, The Indian Express, while
delivering the third Project 39A
Annual Lecture in Criminal Law
on Friday.

“This is why the government
sees dissent as a foundational at-
tack on the very basis of the

Pratap Bhanu Mehta

state,” he said, explaining why
liberal democracies crush dis-
sent even when the idea of dis-
sent is lauded and protected by
the Constitution.

“Dissent is the opposite of

consent. The more government
claims consent is the basis of its
legitimacy, the more it sees dis-
sentas a threat,” he said.

Project 39A is a criminal re-
forms initiative focusing on the
death penalty and prisoner’srights
at the National Law University,
Delhi. The lecture was titled “The
Dissenter as Criminal: Reflections
onDissentand the Law.”

“The only way for the state to
deal with them s by criminalising
them and deny them standing as
citizens. Then the attention is
shifted from theissue to the stand-
ing of the protesters,” Mehta said.

Questioning whether an anti-
dissent logic is inherent in every

managing director. Ratheesh is
now secretary of the Kerala
Khadi Board.

The CBI took over the probe
in 2015 following a direction
from a division bench of the High
Court, which acted upon a PIL
moved by Cashew Industries
Staff Association ex-secretary
Kadakampally Manoj.

The petitioner had alleged
that from 2006 to 2014, corrup-
tion to the tune of Rs 500 crore
had taken place at KSCDC Ltd.
The KSCDC had incurred aloss of
Rs 1,100 crore during the said pe-
riod despite the cashew sector
doing well in those years.

In April, the CBI had sought
sanction to  prosecute
Chandrasekharan and Ratheesh.
In October, the government de-
nied the sanction. Apart from the

liberal democracy, he said that
democracies have nolanguage to
understand a dissenter in any
manner except as a criminal. As
an example, he cited how the
state is dealing with those ar-
rested for their role in the Bhima-
Koregoan protests in 2018 and
the 2019 protests against the new
citizenship law and the National
Registry of Citizenship.

“In both the cases, they are
charged under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act. Alaw
expressly designed to deny
standing to protesters as rational
citizens,” he said.

“Government will always
want to show that there is a se-

New Delhi

two, the CBI had also arraigned
two others as accused, but the
state’s prosecution sanction was
required only for
Chandrasekharan and Ratheesh.
Subsequent to the govern-
ment denial of the prosecution
sanction, the petitioner ap-
proached the High Court.
OnThursday, the CBI told the
High Court that the government
order denying prosecution sanc-
tion should be set aside as the or-
der was issued to avoid filing of
the final report against the ac-
cused persons. CBI said the gov-
ernment did not properly appre-
ciate the evidences against the
accused and misinterpreted
findings of the investigating
agency.
FULL REPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

minal: Pratap Bhanu Mehta

cret conspiracy behind the
protests even when the acts are
done in public,” he added.

Mehta also criticised the
Supreme Court’s observations in
the case relating to anti-CAA
protests in Delhi's Shaheen Bagh
on the “right manner” of ex-
pressing dissent.

The SC had said that the right
to protest and express dissent un-
der the Constitution comes with
an obligation to certain duties.
“Whatmust be keptinmind, how-
ever, is that the erstwhile mode
and manner of dissent against
colonial rule cannot be equated
withdissentinaself-ruled democ-
racy,” the court had said.

Stan Swamy

The court had last week di-
rected the jail authorities to sub-
mitareportin this regard.

The Taloja jail authorities had
informed the State Human Rights
Commission that Swamy has
been provided articles, including
asipper mug, straws, wheelchair,
walker and walking stick. Also,
two co-accused in the case have
been assisting him as he suffers
from Parkinson’s disease.

Swamy has also moved other
applications, including seeking his
bag that was allegedly seized by
the NIA at the time of his arrest.
The court has asked the prosecu-
tion to file areply on this.

Meanwhile, a letter purport-
edly written by Swamy, sent to
The Indian Express by one of his
colleagues, stated that jail author-
ities had been “very considerate”
and given him a sipper, which he
is using to drink tea and water.

ED attaches
Mallya’s France
property worth
Rs 14 crore
under PMLA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 4

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED) has attached a property in
France of fugitive businessman
Vijay Mallya worth Rs 14 crore
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), the
agency said.

The ED said Mallya's prop-
erty has been seized by French
authorities. “The value of the
seized asset in France is 1.6 mil-
lion Euros (approximately Rs 14
crores). Investigations con-
ducted under PMLA revealed
that a large amount was remit-
ted abroad from the bank ac-
count of Kingfisher Airlines Ltd.,”
the agency said in a statement.

So far, the ED has provision-
ally attached Mallya's assets
worth Rs 11,231.70 crore (mar-
ket value at time of attachment)
inIndia and abroad.

Mallya and Kingfisher
Airlines are under the scanner of
the ED, CBI, Serious Fraud
Investigation Office and the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India for loan defaults of over
Rs 10,000 crore to a consortium
of Indian banks.

The ED has alleged that the
now-defunct Kingfisher Airlines
“diverted” at leastRs 3,547 crore
of theloan granted to the airlines.

In April, a UK High Court dis-
missed Mallya's appeal against ex-
tradition to India. However, the
government had on October 5
told the Supreme Court that
Mallya cannot be extradited until
a separate secret legal process in
the UK, which s judicial and con-
fidential in nature, is resolved.
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(GGROWTH PANGS

With inflation continuing to be a worry, RBI leaves rates
unchanged, signals policy support to economy will continue

N ITS DECEMBER meeting, the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve

Bank of India (RBI) voted unanimously to maintain the status quo on interest rates.

The decision, in line with expectations, was driven by retail inflation continuing to

remain well above the MPC's upper tolerance level. While space for further easing

in the near-term is likely to be restricted given the likely trajectory of inflation, an
extended pause implies that interest rates will remain low for along period of time. Further,
by continuing to maintain its accommodative stance and providing firm forward guidance
— the MPC expects to maintain its current stance at least during the current financial year
and into the next financial year — the committee has sent a clear signal of its intent to con-
tinue to attach primacy to growth considerations, serving well to boost sentiment.

The outlook on inflation continues to remain a matter of concern. The RBI now ex-
pects retail inflation to remain elevated at 6.8 per cent in the third quarter, trending down
to 5.8 per cent in the fourth quarter, as against earlier predictions of inflation ranging be-
tween 4.5 and 5.4 per cent in the second half of the year. While this build-up in inflation
is due to supply side disruptions, excessive margins and indirect taxes, core inflation has
also edged upwards, providing evidence of spreading price pressures. The RBI now expects
inflation to range from 4.6-5.2 per cent in the first half of next year. However, inflation
may well firm up as demand picks up. This would lower any changes of further easing of
policy rates. In the run-up to this meeting, given the excess liquidity in the system, and
as a consequence the collapse in the short-term interest rates, there were expectations
that the central bank would announce measures or provide some guidance on how it
plans to suck out the excess liquidity from the system. However, the governor’s commen-
tary seems to indicate that the excess liquidity will not be withdrawn hurriedly, as growth
concern remains. This will have a calming effect on bond yields. Further, the decision to
expand the on-tap targeted long-term repo operations to stressed sectors, in line with the
government’s Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme, signals intent to continue pro-
viding liquidity support to the economy.

On the growth front, with economic activities bouncing back stronger than expected,
the RBI has revised its growth forecasts, pegging the contraction in GDP for the full year
at 7.5 per cent, up from its October policy forecast of 9.5 per cent. Growth is now expected
to turn mildly positive in the second half of the year. However, a sustained pick-up in eco-
nomic activities will depend on continued policy support, especially higher government
spending, which until now, despite the announcement of various relief packages, has not
met expectations.

STAR TREK

Rajinikanth’s entry will create a buzz in Tamil Nadu politics.
But he will need more than star power to win over voters

AMIL SUPERSTAR RAJINIKANTH ended the suspense finally on Thursday

and announced the launch of his political party next month. While the

launch date is to be announced on December 31, the actor said it will be a

“non-corrupt, honest, transparent and secular party with a spiritual pol-

itics”. Tamil Nadu is slated to hold assembly elections next year and the
entry of the popular screen hero, whose entry into politics has been talked about for
nearly three decades, will add variety and spice to the contest.

Rajinikanth has pitched himself as an alternative to the Dravidian parties that have
dominated state politics for over 50 years. He has offered “spiritual politics” as a counter
to the atheist ideology of the Dravidian movement. While the fan clubs are to form the
cadre base of Rajinikanth’s outfit, he gave a hint of his political leanings by inducting a for-
mer president of the BJP state unit’s intellectual wing as the party coordinator. The BJP,a
marginal player in state politics, has encouraged the actor’s electoral aspirations in spite
of his tentative approach to politics. The party was quick to welcome Rajinikanth’s an-
nouncement and it will interesting to see how it engages with the actor in the coming days.
While the BJP and the AIADMK had very recently clarified that the two parties will fight
the assembly elections as allies, the former has indicated that it is keen to expand its foot-
print in the state. The BJP, which lacks a pan-state popular face, may prefer to ride with
Rajinikanth, whose “spiritual politics” it cheers, as part of a third front. However, the dom-
inance of the DMK and AIADMK in Tamil Nadu politics has been such that third fronts —
floated by national parties such as the Congress, BJP and the Communists in the past —
have failed to make a difference in elections. But with the demise of former chief minis-
ters, M Karunanidhi and ] Jayalalithaa, the political space is now short of tall leaders.

The big question is whether Rajinikanth — and Kamal Hasan — can use their screen
persona to win votes. MGR and Jayalalithaa, political titans, were film stars, but they had
worked in the DMK and AIADMK before emerging on their own and seeking office. But
Rajinikanth has to hit the ground running — he needs to build a party and campaign hard
to win over voters, all in about six months. He will also need to consolidate his fan base,
whose political loyalties are divided among various parties.

THE MASALA MAN

Dharampal Gulati’s spice mixes have been integral to a
foodscape that had its origin in a post-Partition India

N REBUILDING LIVES in an unfamiliar, uncertain world, the kitchen is often the

sole solace for refugees. Newcomers add to the aromas, enrich palates, change

foodscapes of their adopted homes. The hurriedly created colonies that housed

Partition refugees in Delhi were sites of one such gastronomical churn — the

tomato-rich gravies and tandoori fare that have become the signature of the cap-
ital’s culinary culture owe much to the kitchens in these areas. It's no accident perhaps
that the dhania, methi, jeera and deggi mirch that lent this fare its flavour and heat found
its greatest contemporary merchandiser a stone’s throw away from one such resettle-
ment colony. In 1947, Dharam Pal Gulati set up a shop in Karol Bagh — alocality that once
dissolved into sophisticated Old Delhi but was now developing affinities with the Punjabi
settlement of Rajendra Nagar on its other edge. Gulati passed away on Thursday, aged
98, leaving behind a masala empire worth more than Rs 1,000 crore.

The 25-year old had come to Delhi with Rs 1,500 in his pocket and the recipe of a spice
mix that his family sold in Sialkot. Even before Partition forced the family to leave their
home, the young Gulati had tried his hand at selling rice and soap. In Delhi, he plied a
tonga. But the call of spices was hard to resist. Mahashian Di Hatti (MDH), literally the
“shop of the magnanimous” named after the family enterprise in Sialkot, began from a
14-feet-by-9-feet space. Word spread. One of his earliest bulk orders was from a busi-
nessman from Multan who had migrated to Cuttack.

Barely a year into business, Gulati thought of packaging the spices in well-designed
boxes. When colour TV came to the country, MDH released its first TV ad with Gulati do-
ing a cameo replete with a red turban, twirled moustache and a string of pearls — an
iconography synonymous now with MDH’s boxes. And as the food brought by Punjabi set-
tlers stood its own in the food culture of liberalised India, the masala man’s spice mixes
retain their charm even as oregano, thyme and rosemary find a place in Indian kitchens.

Canary in the coalmine

Arecovery led by profits, at the expense of wages,
has implications for demand, inequality and policy

SAJJIID Z CHINOY

GDP PRINTS SHOULD be viewed through two
prisms. The first is what they tell us about the
past. Here, the news has generally been better-
than-expected. The US and India, for exam-
ple, saw a much stronger recovery last quarter
than previously envisioned, manufacturing
bounced back sharply and, inIndia’s case, the
link between the virus and mobility has been
broken more successfully than was feared.

But there’s another, more forward-look-
ing, prism that we must also peer through.
GDPis typically reported in two ways: The sec-
toral, production side (agriculture, manufac-
turing, services) and the functional, expendi-
ture side (consumption, investment, net
exports). But there’s a third way to slice the
pie — the income side. Value addition must
ultimately accrue to the different factors of
production. On the income side, therefore,
GDP is simply the sum of profits, wages and
indirect taxes. This begs the question: Which
factors of production are propelling the recov-
ery,and which are bearing the burden?

The answer should provide some pause.
The economic recovery in many parts of the
world is too skewed for comfort, driven dis-
proportionately by capital than labour. In the
US, corporate profits last quarter grew four
times as strongly as GDP, dramatically higher
than expected. In India, the net profits of
listed companies grew 25 per cent (in real
terms) last quarter. This despite revenues
shrinking because firms aggressively cut
costs, including employee compensation.
Indeed, a sample of about 600 listed firms
reveals employee costs (as a per cent of
EBITDA) was the lowest in 10 quarters. Think
of what this implies. If listed company prof-
its are growing 25 per cent, and yet GDP con-
tracted 7.5 per cent, it reveals (by construc-
tion) significant pressure on profits of
unlisted SMEs, wages and employment.

This correlates with labour market pres-
sures around the world. US hiring slowed
sharply in November and the unemployment
rate is still forecasted to remain close to 6 per
cent —almost twice pre-COVID levels — even
attheend of 2021.Ina sample of five East Asian
economies, employment income has con-
tracted —in nominal terms — in 2020. Labour
market pressures are evident in India too.
Household demand for MGNREGA remains
very elevated, suggesting significant labour
market slack. The employment rate (a more
holistic measure since participation rates have

So even as economies heal
from COVID, the
distribution of incomes
across capital and labour
risks becoming very skewed
in favour of capital. Why
does this matter? Equity
issues apart, this portends
ominously for future
demand. It may be rational
for any one firm to boost
profits by cutting employee
compensation. But if every
firm pursued that strategy,
that simply cannibalises
future aggregate demand and
profitability for all firms —
the quintessential fallacy of
composition that Keynes
enumerated. Weak demand,
in turn, disincentivises
re-hiring, reinforcing the
risks of settling into a sub-
optimal equilibrium.

bounced around sharply)in some labour mar-
ket surveys still reveal about 14 million fewer
employed compared to February, and nomi-
nal wage growth across a universe of 4,000
listed firms has slowed from about 10 per cent
to 3 per cent over the last six quarters.

So even as economies heal from COVID-
19, the distribution of incomes across capital
and labour risks becoming very skewed in
favour of capital. Why does this matter? Equity
issues apart, this portends ominously for fu-
ture demand. It may be rational for any one
firm to boost profits by cutting employee com-
pensation. Butif every firm pursued that strat-
egy, that simply cannibalises future aggregate
demand and profitability for all firms — the
quintessential fallacy of composition that
Keynes enumerated. Weak demand, in turn,
disincentivises re-hiring, reinforcing the risks
of settling into a sub-optimal equilibrium.

To be sure, the dramatic acceleration of
technological adoption during the pandemic,
and differential productivity impacts it is hav-
ingon capital, skilled and unskilled labour, will
likely have more profound and secular impacts
on the future capital-labour mix, potentially
accentuating existing cleavages and inequities.
But that’s a broader debate for another day.

In the interim, remaining vigilant about
labour markets is particularly important for
India. Private consumption was increasingly
financed by households running down savings
and taking on debt pre-COVID-19. Conseque-
ntly, if job-market pressures induce househo-
1ds into perceiving this shock as a quasi-per-
manent hit on incomes, households will be
incentivised to save, not spend in the future.

This is not to suggest that the immediate
recovery will stall. While economic momen-
tum s expected to slow as pent-up demand
wears off, the level of output will progres-
sively reach pre-COVID levels as the econ-
omy normalises. The question is what will
drive growth after that? If labour market
pressures dent private consumption, and an
incomplete global recovery in 2021 dents
export prospects, there will be no impera-
tive for entrepreneurs to invest, especially
with manufacturing utilisation levels below
70 per cent heading into COVID-19 outbreak.
Investment will need to be preceded by a
durable source of final demand.

This is where policy, especially fiscal, will
need to be supportive for longer than initially
envisioned. Recognising the uneven nature of

the recovery, US policymakers are negotiat-
ing yet another fiscal package, and only a small
fraction of the large discretionary stimulus
that the Euro Area and Japan injected will be
reversed next year. While developing
economies have fewer degrees of policy free-
dom, they also have fewer safety nets to han-
dle the labour market fall-out. So fiscal policy
cannot afford to become a drag next year.

India’s fiscal response has been restrained
thus far, with the Centre’s total spending sim-
ilar to last year and state capex under pres-
sure. It's therefore important for the Centre to
step up spending in the remaining months.
October saw a jump in central capex and that
momentum must be maintained. More im-
portantly, public investment, and a large in-
frastructure push, must be the leitmotif of the
next budget. This will be crucial to boost de-
mand, create jobs, crowd-in private invest-
ment and improve the economy’s external
competitiveness. But how do you accommo-
date this spending, if the consolidated fiscal
deficit —which will end this year above 11 per
cent of GDP — must be reduced, albeit very
gradually, from nextyear? By doubling-down
on public sector asset sales. If higher infra-
structure spending is financed by higher as-
set sales, the headline fiscal deficit (which
matters for bond markets and interest rates)
can be slowly reduced, even as the underly-
ing fiscal impulse (which matters for growth
and jobs) remains positive. This is the only way
to undertake fiscal consolidation without in-
curring a fiscal drag.

Monetary policy hasled the charge in 2020.
But with inflation continuing to remain sticky
and elevated, the RBI has fewer degrees of free-
dom going forward. In 2021, the baton must
therefore pass from monetary to fiscal, espe-
cially since the latter is a more surgical instru-
ment to target SMEs and the labour market.

The stronger-than-expected GDP print is
very encouraging. But thisis the start of along
journey back. If growth contracts 7.5 per cent
this year and rebounds 12 per cent next year,
activity in early 2022 will still be about 7 per
cent below the level forecasted pre-COVID, re-
flective of some economic scarring. Much,
therefore, remains to be done. The excitement
around the vaccine shouldn’t obscure this fun-
damental premise.

The writeris Chief India Economist atJ.P.
Morgan. All views are personal

RiSE AND FALL OF HAF1Z SAEED

Pakistan state’s surrender to the cleric embodies the perils of religious ideology

KHALED AHMED

ON NOVEMBER 19, a pivotal development
took place in Pakistan. An anti-terrorism
court sentenced chief of the banned organi-
sation Jamaat-ud-Dawa (erstwhile Lashkar-
e-Toiba) Hafiz Saeed, to 10 years in jail for
“terror financing”. The conviction came as
Pakistan tried to avoid blacklisting by the
global dirty-money watchdog, the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) which punishes “il-
licit financing of militant organisations”.

Who was this man who made the world
cower in fear when he organised the attack
on Mumbai in 2008? From a Kashmiri Gujjar
background, Hafiz Saeed lived in Simla be-
fore Partition. After 1947, he grew up in
Sargodha where his family began farming.
Saeed’s father Maulana Kamaluddin was a
religious scholar, so was his uncle Maulana
Hafiz Abdullah, who later helped in setting
up the “terrorist” organisation, LeT.

Religion serves as an agent of detachment
from reality. Saeed’s career embodies this
phenomenon. After graduation in 1974, Hafiz
Saeed was appointed lecturer at the
University of Engineering and Technology
(UET), Lahore in the Islamiat department.
From here, he went for higher studies to
Saudi Arabia and became intimate with the
infamous Saudi scholar, Sheikh Abdul Aziz
bin Baz, who was to pronounce the fatwa of

Saeed, like most clerics, was
against democracy. After the
fall of East Pakistan in 1971,
and a fatwa of jihad in 1979
by Bin Baz, he turned to the
war in Afghanistan, joining
the training camp of Abdur
Rasul Sayyaf where he linked
up with the teacher of
Osama bin Laden and Arab
fighters, Abdullah Azzam.
He also met bin Laden
several times.

jihad in Afghanistanin 1979.

Saeed, like most clerics, was against
democracy. After the fall of East Pakistan in
1971, and a fatwa of jihad in 1979 by Bin Baz,
he turned to the war in Afghanistan, joining
the training camp of Abdur Rasul Sayyaf,
where he linked up with the teacher of
Osama bin Laden and Arab fighters, Abdullah
Azzam. He also met bin Laden several times.
In 1986, the teachers of the Islamiat in
Engineering University had founded Markaz
Dawat wal-Irshad, a Wahhabi organisation
devoted to the Saudi brand of Islam and rais-
ing armies for the jihad in Afghanistan.

In 1990, LeT was established in consulta-
tion with the Wahhabis in Afghanistan. By
2001, it was the most well-known jihadi out-
fit in the region, boasting 1,100 martyrs and
15,000 Indian troops killed in Kashmir. Back
home, everyone seemed inspired by jihad.
Abdul Qadeer Khan, the father of Pakistan’s
atom bomb, appeared in LeT rallies.

In2003, after a career of jihad in Kashmir,
the LeT was banned. It then became Jamaat-
ud-Dawa and devoted itself to serving al
Qaeda as a coordinating agency with net-
works in Pakistan. In February 2002, at the
high tide of al Qaeda’s revenge killings inside
Pakistan, bin Laden’s lieutenant, Abu
Zubaydah, was caught in Faisalabad from a

safe house of Hafiz Saeed.

OnApril 9,2016, The News disclosed that
Saeed had been running stealth courts in vi-
olation of Pakistan’s constitution: “The
supra-constitutional Sharia courts, estab-
lished by Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD), operate
across the country and only the Lahore court
of this parallel judicial system has issued ver-
dictsin 5,550 cases, including murder trials.”

The “courts” had been going on since
1990 and one had been active even in
Islamabad! Mufti Muhammad Idrees, a kind
of stealth high court chief justice sitting in
Masjid Qadisiya (the headquarters of JuD in
Lahore), spilt all the beans. He claimed that
seven Sharia courts had been functional, one
each in Lahore, Gujranwala, Bahawalpur,
Multan, Karachi, Quetta and Islamabad.
Saeed was the head of all these courts, which
makes him a kind of chief justice.

The state had surrendered to Saeed and
was helpless to oust him from his spiritual-
terrorist empire. The surrender of the state
to Saeed was a blend of two contingencies —
the evolution of the ideology of the state un-
der Islam, and the drive of a revisionist pol-
icy vis-a-vis India.

The writer is consulting editor, Newsweek
Pakistan
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MISA REDUX

OPPOSITION MEMBERS TORE copies of the
National Security Bill and stormed out of
the House when the government intro-
duced the Bill in the Lok Sabha. They la-
belled the Bill, which would give the gov-
ernment powers of indefinite detention,
as “draconian, pernicious, obnoxious and
immoral” and vehemently opposed its in-
troduction. Many members suggested that
preventitve detention was being brought
back with the intention of perpetuating
Indira Gandhi’s dynastic rule. Ram Avatar
Shastri termed it the “Indira Security Bill”.
It was generally felt that the MISA was be-
ing resurrected and given a deceptive
name. Ina moment of unguarded candour,

Home Minister Zail Singh affirmed this. He
said, “We have not done anything new...
only the name of the Bill is new, everything
else is the same.”

BHAGALPUR BANDH

LIFE IN URBAN areas of Bhagalpur district
was paralysed by a "total bandh” observed
in sympathy with 15 police officials sus-
pended by the government in connection
with their alleged role in the blinding of
undertrial criminals. Train services were
disrupted by people squatting across the
railway tracks. Buses went off the roads.
All shops and business establishments
were closed. The bandh was in response
to a call given by the Bhagalpur Chamber of

New Delhi

Commerce and the Bhagalpur Citizens’
Association.

USSR AND POLAND

THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE Agency has
reported to US President Jimmy Carter that
the Soviet Union is ready to move into
Poland any time the Kremlin decides to in-
tervene. These moves were responsible for
the solemn warnings by US Secretary of
State Edmund Muskie and President-elect
Reagan’s top foreign policy adviser,
Richard Allen, against Soviet intervention.
All western leaders have now warned the
Soviet Union thatif it intervenes in Poland
it will destroy detente, and lead to a new
arms race.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“While the input of the country’s neighbours, as well as that of foreign forces
involved in the country’s internal affairs — such as the US — is important, the
fact remains that a peaceful and stable Afghanistan is in the primary interest of

the Afghan people themselves.”

—DAWN

The super centre

Post 2014, two centralisations — of political and economic power — continue to reinforce each other,
with profound consequences for the country and potential to define popular narrative in days ahead

HARISH DAMODARAN

THE RETURN OF single-party dominance and
its implications for politics after nearly 25
years of minority/coalition governments at
the Centre (December 1989-April 2014) has
been widely commented upon. As have con-
cerns over rising corporate market power and
their expression, whether in the ongoing
protests against the three central farm laws or
the grant of bank licences toindustrial houses.

The recent Bihar election results — Nitish
Kumar is back as chief minister, but of what
is, for all practical purposes,a Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) government — have reaffirmed a
larger political trend. There are states that are
still opposition-ruled — Punjab, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand
and West Bengal. However, as many have
noted, chief ministers today have been re-
duced to satraps. The real power is with the
Centre, which has the all-important “agen-
cies” and holds the purse-strings in these fis-
cally-challenging times.

For all their fulminations at not being com-
pensated for shortfalls in GST revenues, states
have had to accept whatever little the Centre
offered through a special Option-1 borrowing
window. The Maharashtra government could-
n't stop the Elgar Parishad case being handed
over to the National Investigation Agency, while
the Pinarayi Vijayan administration in Kerala
hasbeen a mute spectator to the Enforcement
Directorate grilling its officials and a ministerin
connection with alleged money-laundering
and gold smuggling probes.

What this analysis — of a single party un-
der an unquestioned leader exercising total
control over the nation’s polity — misses out,
though, is a parallel and related phenomenon.
Thathas todo with the increasingly “conglom-
erate” nature of Indian capitalism. These two
centralisations — of political and economic
power — reinforce each other. Its consequences
are profound and have the potential to define
the popular narrative in the days ahead.

Not too long ago, a significant part of polit-
ical financing came not from large corporates
as much as sugar and textile millers, cooper-
ative barons, liquor and PWD contractors,
grain traders/arhtiyas, land sharks, builders
and miners. They were mostly regional capi-
talists who invested in provincial leaders. This
translated into a decentralised crony capital-
ism model, where every party/politician had
a chosen set of businessmen for bestowing
favours and receiving funding in turn.

Howsoever repugnant, this model had
some redeeming features. The mutually-ben-
eficial partnership between the aspiring
politician and the small-to-middling capital-
ist did allow for the emergence of new ty-
coons, including from diverse regional and
social backgrounds. So long as the “cronies”
and their political backers didn’t remain the
same, itensured a frequent reshuffling in the
ranks of capitalists and also a competitive
electoral democracy.

Consider this: The Nineties and Noughties
were synonymous with notjust coalition gov-
ernments and regional parties taking centre
stage, but also a period of “entrepreneurial
capitalism” in India. The latter, one could ar-
gue, was more a result of the 1991 economic

reforms that opened up new industries for pri-
vate investment. But the fact that these av-
enues for capital accumulation were seized
during a time of no single-party majority gov-
ernments or astrong Centre cannot be missed.
Nor can the fact that the period after 2014, de-
spite being marked by political stability and
the institution of a near-presidential system
of governance, has seen more capital destruc-
tion than creation or accumulation (‘Death of
enterprise’, [E, June 29, 2019).

Epitomising the above rise and fall are the
“Andhrapreneurs” or businessmen from un-
divided AndhraPradesh (AP). The promoters of
GVK,GMR, Lanco, Madhucon, NCC, Nagarjuna
Fertilisers, Navayuga, Soma Enterprise,
Progressive Constructions, Sujana, [VRCL,
Ramky Infra, SEW Infra, Transstroy, Sri City and
Gangavaram Port were all liberalisation’s chil-
dren. The first two post-reform decades was
when many of them graduated from piece-
meal contracting to constructing full-fledged
national highways, airports, ports, power
plants, irrigation dams, water supply systems,
river bridges, tunnels and metro rail sections.

Itis not a coincidence that the fortunes of
the “Andhrapreneurs” grew precisely when
its politicians were vital to propping up coali-
tion governments at the Centre. The Telugu
Desam Party was either part of non-Congress,
non-BJP governments (in 1989-90 and 1996-
98) or extended critical support to the first BJP-
led ruling National Democratic Alliance from
1998 to 2004. Undivided AP also sent the
largest contingent of Congress VIPs to enable
the formation of the United Progressive
Alliance government in 2004 and 2009.

AP and Telangana are now both
Opposition-ruled. But their irrelevance, if not
deference, to the present dispensation at the
Centre is matched by the decline of the
“Andhrapreneurs”. There are very few survivors
from the earlier-mentioned names — most
have been consumed by the debts contracted
during a not-too-distant past when animal spir-
its truly reigned. GVK only recently was forced
tosell its prized Mumbai International Airport
to the Adani Group, which has also acquired
Navayuga’s Krishnapatnam Port.

The transition from “entrepreneurial” to

The absence of
intermediation channels for
medium-scale or even many
large industrialists isn't
helped by the party at the
Centre not really requiring
their money. The BJP under
Narendra Modji, like Indira
Gandhi’s Congress in its
time, faces no political
competition within or
outside. It can afford to
operate a centralised funding
system overwhelmingly
reliant on Big Capital. Not
only regional parties, even
the once-powerful liquor,
contractor, sugar or arhtiya
lobby hardly matter in the
new business-political
oligarchy regime.

CR Sasikumar

“conglomerate” capitalism has obvious
repercussions from an economic and busi-
ness standpoint. In many industries — from
telecom, airlines, steel, cement and alu-
minium to synthetic fibres, polymers, toi-
letries, tea and biscuits — there are now two,
at most three, players holding dominant
market position. Some groups have leader-
ship straddling multiple sectors: Reliance
(petrochemicals, telecom and retail), Tata
(steel, commercial vehicles, salt and IT serv-
ices), Aditya Birla (cement, aluminium and
chlor-alkali)and Adani (ports, private power,
branded edible oil and, next, airports).

Butno lessimportant are the ramifications
for politics. The political scientist Adam
Ziegfeld has shown that regional parties thrive
when coalition governments are the order of
the day. On the other hand, if single-party ma-
jority rule becomes the norm, political actors
have little incentive to establish or join state-
level parties that can share the spoils of power
at the Centre. A corollary to this is that the re-
gional capitalist no longer has ministers or
MPs through whom he can get things done in
New Delhi. They are as powerless as he is.

The absence of intermediation channels
for medium-scale or even many large indus-
trialists isn’t helped by the party at the Centre
not really requiring their money. The BJP un-
der Narendra Modi, like Indira Gandhi’s
Congressinits time, faces no political compe-
tition within or outside. It can afford to oper-
ate a centralised funding system overwhelm-
ingly reliant on Big Capital. Not only regional
parties, even the once-powerful liquor, con-
tractor, sugar or arhtiya lobby hardly matter
inthe new business-political oligarchy regime.
Their support isn't needed when unlimited
large corporate financing is possible through
electoral bonds that protect the donor’siden-
tity and the contributions are tax-deductible
toboot.

If the current agitation against the under-
mining of the traditional agricultural produce
mandi systemis any indication, the challenge
to the oligarchy will come only from below.
The political Opposition can latch on at best.

harish.damodaran@expressindia.com

How Mumbai took on the virus

Its municipality led a decentralised effort to increase testing, tracing, hospital beds

IS CHAHAL

EVER SINCE THE first COVID-19 case was de-
tected in Mumbai in mid-March, the city has
been in the news for the wrong reasons. The
contagion spread like wildfire in March and
April. The well-known slums, Dharavi, Deonar
Bainganwadi, Govandi, Ghatkopar and Worli
Koliwada, were teeming with the infection.
The death rate touched 8 per cent and there
were rumours of innumerable deaths in
Mumbai. In the first week of May, a few dead
bodies were found on the city’s streets and
road dividers. Social media was flooded with
videos of dead bodies onroads or in hospitals,
several of them on beds, adjacent to those with
patients still receiving treatment.

The Centre’s monitoring team visited
Mumbai on May 5 and expressed fears of
thousands of deaths in the city in the near fu-
ture. Critics demanded that Mumbai be
handed over to the army. Panic had gripped
the city. I took over as Mumbai’s municipal
commissioner May 8. Early next day, I took
stock of the COVID-19ICUs of major BMC hos-
pitals. This was followed by a4-km long march
tothe containment zones of Dharavi to under-
stand the situation in the slums.

We identified four pillars on which the
fight against COVID-19 would stand — testing,
ambulances, COVID beds and abundant
trained doctors/ paramedics. Testing, tracing,
tracking, quarantine and treatment became

the credo of our work. In the next 10 weeks,
the Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai
(MCGM)ensured a massive increase in health
infrastructure. The number of COVID-19 beds
wereincreased from 3,700 on May 8 t0 22,300,
with ICU beds increasing from 480 to 1,957 —
there was a manifold increase in ventilator
beds. Team MCGM rose to the occasion.

The availability of COVID-19 test results in
24 hours was made mandatory. Thousands of
health workers visited slums and containment
zones for door-to-door surveillance and fo-
cused testing. More than a million RT-PCR tests
were conducted in the city. There was a 10-fold
increase in the number of ambulances, from
801t0826.We ensured that they were available
on the Uber platform, free of cost. More thana
thousand doctors and paramedics were roped
in, including retired government doctors.
Around 900 MBBS interns were deployed to
manage the war rooms in the city’s 24 wards.

An innovative and extremely aggressive
“Chase the Virus Policy” was implemented and
lakhs of high-risk contacts were shifted from
the slums and placed in institutional quaran-
tines to shield them from the contagion;
48,000 institutional quarantine beds were cre-
ated. Decentralised hospital bed management
along with the “Chase the Patient” policy
proved a “game changer”.

Senior IAS officers were deputed to hos-

pitals to supervise operations. Mumbai be-
came the first city in India to fully regulate
COVID-19 beds in 35 major and 73 other pri-
vate hospitals at government rates through a
single online dashboard. This was imple-
mented with an iron hand. A world-class on-
line platform for dialysis management for
COVID-19 patients was operationalised. Nine
centrally air-conditioned jumbo field hospi-
tals with ICU and dialysis beds were estab-
lished and Mumbai became the first city in
India to successfully build and operate them.
Walk-in facilities of beds for suspected COVID-
19 patients were created all over the city to
treat suspected patients without test reports.
Dashboards were created in hospitals to pro-
vide information on crematoriums.

“Mission Save Lives” for hospitalised pa-
tients led to a reduction of mortality rate from
8 per cent to under 2 per cent. Compensation
of Rs 50 lakh was given to MCGIM)/BEST staff
who had succumbed to the disease and were
not covered under the Government of India’s
insurance scheme for frontline COVID workers.

The “My Family My Responsibility” cam-
paign was implemented for two months —
12,000 health workers reached out to 3.5 mil-
lion families twice for surveillance and health
checkups. The “No Mask no Entry” campaign
was launched. Posters and stickers bearing the
message came up at bus stops, buses, taxis,

shops and offices. More than 5 lakh people
were fined for not wearing masks.

iPads with Wifi facilities were distributed
to COVID-19 positive patients admitted to hos-
pitals to facilitate interaction between them
and their relatives — this, we felt, was impor-
tant to address psychological issues faced by
the patients. Plasma banks were created in
major BMC hospitals and the drug protocol
was standardised.

In the last week of November, the city had
less than 10,000 active cases, the doubling rate
had increased to 218 days, the rate of infection
had fallen to 0.3 per cent, the positivity rate
was down to 6 per centand the monthly mor-
tality rate was below 2 per cent. More than 90
per cent patients are now discharged from
hospitals. The situation did not deteriorate in
Mumbai during the festive season.

The virusis an unpredictable adversary. Till
there is avaccine for mass use, spurtsininfec-
tion cannot be ruled out. Worldwide, cities ride
the crest and trough of the viral surge with
tragic consequences. The war against the virus
is far from over. Team MCGM resolves not to
be complacent so that we can make Mumbai
one of the country’s safest metros during and
after the pandemic.

The writer is municipal commissioner,
MCGM, Mumbai

An inter-faith
prayer, an arrest

Why is a human rights activist
in prison for an act of peace?

ANAND PATWARDHAN

InIndia, Faisal Khan launched a 21st-cen-
tury version of Khudai Khidmatgars on
Gandhiji’s death anniversaryin 2011. To the
pledges of the original body, they added a
rule ensuring a minimum non-Muslim
membership of 35 per cent. Starting with
the idea of creating inter-faith dialogue, the
Khudais have touched people’s hearts across
the country and membership has swelled
t050,000.Today it has many Hindus, includ-
ing a few who had once been in the RSS.

ON NOVEMBER 2, the UP police arrested
Faisal Khan. I have known Faisal asa human
rights activist working alongside Sandeep
Pandey (who in 2002 won a Magsaysay
Award for his social work while declining
the award money). Both Sandeep and Faisal
are staunch Gandhians butin today’s India,
there is one huge difference. One of themis
Muslim.

Afewyears ago, Faisal revived the Khudai
Khidmatgars in memory of that wonderful
band of freedom fighters from the North-
West Frontier Provinces led by Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan, or Badshah Khan, as he was
lovingly known, easily the tallest (both lit-
erally and ethically) of leaders inspired by
the non-violent movement launched by
Mahatma Gandhi.

One of the bravest chapters of India’s
freedom struggle was writtenin 1930 at the
Quissa Khwani bazaar in Peshawar, where
following the arrest of Khudai Khidmatgar
leaders alarge crowd had gathered. British
armoured vehicles ploughed into the
crowd, killing many. The crowd refused to
disperse. The British opened machine-gun
fire but the crowd neither ran nor retaliated
with violence. Officials put the death toll at
20but nationalists say over 300 were killed.
Two platoons of the Royal Garhwal
Regiment of the British Indian Army refused
to open fire. Their officers were later sen-
tenced to eight years in jail.

American political scientist Gene Sharp,
in his work on nonviolent resistance, de-
scribed the scene: “When those in front fell
down wounded by the shots, those behind
came forward with their chests bared and
exposed themselves to the fire, so much so
that some people got as many as twenty-
one bullet wounds in their bodies, and all
the people stood their ground without get-
ting into a panic.”

Amazing as it seems today, when the
Taliban and al Qaeda from the same region
have been turned into killing machines by
the super-powers that initiated them,
Badshah Khan and his Pashtun warriors
faced many massacres without retaliating
with violence. A clue to their mindset is in
the pledge they took when joining: 1) Inthe
name of God who is Present and Evident, [
am a Khudai Khidmatgar. 2) [ will serve the
nation without any self-interest. 3) [will not
take revenge and my actions will not be a
burden for anyone. 4) My actions will be
non-violent. 5) I will make every sacrifice
required of me to stay on this path. 6) [ will
serve people without regard to their reli-
gion or faith. 7) I shall use nation-made
goods. 8)Ishall not be tempted by any office.

Badshah Khan spent a total of 14 years
in British India jails. He bitterly opposed
Partition and the creation of Pakistan. His
party boycotted elections and soon he found
himself in jail in independent Pakistan.
When he died at the age 0f 98, he had spent
a total of 37 years in jail, many of them in
solitary confinement.

Apart from peace marches and relief ef-
forts initiated in riot-torn areas, for want of
space, afew examples should suffice toillus-
trate the constructive initiatives launched by
the Khudai Khidmatgars. In 2014, they
launched aBeti Bachao campaignin Haryana
totackle the diminishing population of girls.
In 2017, they started Sabka Ghar at Ghaffar
Manzil, near Jamia in Delhi, where people of
any faith and caste are welcome to stay for
up to amonth. They started an interest-free
loan facility named the Badshah Khan
Domestic Workers Fund. In 2018, Faisal was
felicitated by Shri Murari Bapu at his ashram
in Gujarat. Overwhelmed at hearing Faisal
recite verses from the Ramcharitramanas,
Shri Murari Bapu promised to visit Sabka
Gharin Delhi. Faisal can, of course, recite from
the Quran with equal ease.

Why is suchamaninjail? In October this
year, four Khudais — Faisal, Chand
Mohammed, Alok Ratanand Nilesh Gupta—
undertook the traditional 84 kos (150-mile)
parikramaof Braj at Mathura, considered the
birthplace of Lord Krishna. As always, the
Khudais engaged in dialogue with local
priests, oftenate with themand made friends
everywhere. On October 29, they reached
Nand Baba Mandir, and were warmly re-
ceived and given prasad by the priest. Faisal, in
his distinctly Muslim cap, recited from the
Ramcharitramanas and both men spoke
about the shared values in religion. Some of
thisis recorded ona phone camera. Whenna-
maz time came, Faisal asked if there was a
mosque nearby but the priest said they could
offer namaz within the temple compound.
One of the Hindu Khudais photographed this
moment, signifying the harmony they believe
in and in their enthusiasm posted it on
Facebook. As the photos went viral, all hell
broke loose. The priest of the temple was pres-
sured to lodge a police complaint and Faisal
was arrested and brought to a Mathura jail
under various charges, including one about
destroying communal harmony. The UP po-
lice could not locate Chand Mohammed,
went to his home in Bihar, allegedly beat up
his parents and damaged property. They then
allegedly forcibly brought Chand’s brother
Noor to Mathura but luckily after legal inter-
vention, Noor was set free.

Two days ago, a trial court in Mathura,
filled to the brim with RSS cadre and a huge
team of prosecution lawyers, rejected
Faisal’s bail and the matter will now move
to the Allahabad High Court.

What explains Hindutva’s rage against
Faisal and the Khudai Khidmatagars? The
clue, once more, lies in the past. The original
Khudai Khidmatgars had suffered the worst
massacres and persecutions of the
Independence struggle. Badshah Khanlater
wrote that this was because the British
thought a non-violent Pashtun was more
dangerous than a violent one and did every-
thing they could to provoke them into vio-
lence, but failed. The Khudai Khidmatgars of
today cannot be provoked either.

The writer is a documentary filmmaker

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

MIND THE GAP

THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘Skewed
justice’ (IE, December 4). The task of rais-
ing the percentage of women judges in
higher judiciary from a mere 7.2 percent
has tobe a priority even when the taskis
daunting. The feeder lines themselves
are weak —women’s participationin the
legal profession s just 5 per cent, the ra-
tio of women judges in High Courts com-
pared tomenis 1:8.7,and only 10-15 per
cent of 17 lakh advocates enrolled with
Bar Councils across the nation are
women. A major deterrent is frequent
verbal harassment by male lawyers in
court. Even Indira Jaising has complained
that her “word is often treated as less
valuable than the word of amale lawyer.”

G Chouksey, Pune

SCIENCE’S VICTORY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘Piercing
the Pall’ (IE, December 4). 2020 will be
remembered not just for the pandemic,
but also for the ability of science to com-
bat the greatest challenge faced by hu-
manity in the last 100 years. The incred-
ible speed with which vaccines have
been developed and tested will go down
in history as one of the finest achieve-
ments in science. The new mRNA plat-
form also has the potential to provide
immunity against the other big C-
scourge, cancer.

K Sahasranaman, Mumbai
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ACCESS TO ALL
THIS REFERS TO ‘A failure to enable’ (IE,
December 3). According to the National
Association of the Deaf, India is home
to 18 million people with hearing im-
pairment. It is only recently that the
government has initiated the process
of codification of Indian sign language
in the form of a dictionary. This com-
munity is facing great challenges in par-
ticipating in the social mainstream.
Qualified sign language interpreters are
scarce in number. The state needs to
take steps to make the public sphere
more inclusive.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

New Delhi
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

From dolphins and whales,
new insights on Covid-19

Rain, an Atlantic bottlenose dolphin. Univrsity of California-Santa Cruz

WHEN INFECTED by the novel coron-
avirus SARS-CoV-2, people experience
adrop in oxygen levels in their blood.
This makes them vulnerable to dam-
ageinalarge range of tissues. Compare
this with marine mammals such as
dolphins and whales, which spend
their lifetime switching between en-
vironments of high and low oxygen
levels, but tolerate both — because
their bodies have adapted that way.

In a review article published in
Comparative  Biochemistry and
Physiology on Thursday, ecologist and
evolutionary biologist Terrie Williams
of the University of California-Santa
Cruz explores how the diving physiol-
ogy of marine mammals can help us
understand the effects of
Covid-19. Williams has
spent decades studying
the physiology of marine
mammals and their ex-
traordinary ability to per-
form strenuous activities
while holding their breath
for long periods under wa-
ter. Texas A&RM University
marine biologist Randall
Davis has co-authored the
paper with her.

Marine mammals
have ways to protect themselves and
allow their organs to keep function-
ing while holding their breath for
hours ata time. But to be able do that,
they have had to undergo a whole
suite of biological adaptations.

The fact that humans lack these
adaptations makes it important for
people to protect themselves fromin-
fection with this virus. “Damage to
oxygen-deprived tissues happens fast
and can beirreversible, which may ac-
count for the long-term effects we are
beginning to see in people after coro-
navirus infections,” Williams saidina
statement on her research.

The heart and brain are especially
sensitive to oxygen deprivation, and
marine mammals have multiple
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mechanisms to protect these and
other critical organs

M Marine mammals have a capac-
ity for carrying much more oxygen
than humans.

M Some marine mammals con-
tract their spleen during dives, which
releases oxygen-rich blood cells into
the circulation.

M To avoid blood clots resulting
from such high concentrations of red
blood cells, many marine mammal
species lack a clotting mechanism
found in other mammals.

W Marine mammals have greatly
increased concentrations of oxygen-
carrying proteins such as myoglobin
in heart and skeletal muscles, and
neuroglobin and cytoglo-
bin in the brain.

M Numerous safety
factors enable tissues in
marine mammals to
withstand low oxygen
and the subsequent
reperfusion of tissues
with oxygenated blood.
In humans, reperfusion
after a heart attack or
stroke often leads to ad-
ditional tissue damage.

According to
Williams, the solutions that marine
mammals have evolved provide a nat-
ural template for understanding the
potential for damage to oxygen-de-
prived tissues in humans.

“There are so many ramifications
of shutting down the oxygen path-
way, and I think that’s what we're see-
ing in these Covid patients,” she said.

“Our heart and brain cells are
meant tolasta lifetime, and we cannot
replace them once they are damaged,”
she added. “Dolphins and whales
have natural protections that humans
lack, so we are highly vulnerable to
hypoxia.”

The research was funded by the
Office of Naval Research.

Source: University of California-Santa Cruz
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Surgery as part of Ayurveda

The government has notified compulsory surgical procedures for PG students of Ayurveda. How does
Ayurveda deal with surgery, and why is the Indian Medical Association upset with the notification?

ANURADHA MASCARENHAS &
AMITABH SINHA
PUNE, DECEMBER 4

ON NOVEMBER 19, a government notifica-
tion listed out specific surgical procedures
that a postgraduate medical student of
Ayurveda must be "practically trained to ac-
quaint with, as well as to independently per-
form". The notification has invited sharp crit-
icism from the Indian Medical Association,
which questioned the competence of
Ayurveda practitioners to carry out these
procedures, and called the notification an at-
tempt at "mixopathy".

The IMA has planned nationwide protests
on December 8 against this notification, and
has threatened to withdraw all non-essen-
tial and non-Covid services on December 11.

How far is surgery part of Ayurveda?

It is not that Ayurveda practitioners are
not trained in surgeries, or do not perform
them. In fact, they take pride in the fact that
their methods and practices trace their ori-
gins to Sushruta, an ancient Indian sage and
physician, whose comprehensive medical
treatise Sushruta Sambhita has, apart from de-
scriptions of illnesses and cures, also de-
tailed accounts of surgical procedures and
instruments.

P Hemantha Kumar, professor and head
of the department of general surgery at the
government-run National Institute of
Ayurvedain Jaipur, claims that atleast 1,000
major surgeries are performed every year at
his hospital. “There would be many more mi-
nor surgeries being done,” he said.

There are two branches of surgery in
Ayurveda — Shalya Tantra, which refers to
general surgery, and Shalakya Tantra which
pertains to surgeries related to the eyes, ears,
nose, throat and teeth. All postgraduate stu-
dents of Ayurveda have to study these
courses, and some go on to specialise in
these, and become Ayurveda surgeons.

Nandkishore Borse, head of the depart-
ment of surgery at Tilak Ayurveda College
and Tarachand Hospital, a semi-government
facility in Pune, said for several surgeries
Ayurvedic procedures almost exactly match
those of modern medicine about how or
where to make a cut or incision, and how to
perform the operation. There are significant
divergences in post-operative care, however.

“The only thing that we do not do is su-
per-speciality surgeries, like neurosurgey. For
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Medical students of Maharashtra Institute of Medical Education and Research's
college at Talegaon display a pledge to resist ‘mixopathy’. Indian Medical Association

most other needs, there are surgical proce-
dures in Ayurveda. It is not very different
from allopathic medicine,” Hemantha
Kumar said.

Before the notification, what were the
regulations for postgraduate students?

Postgraduate education in Ayurveda is
guided by the Indian Medical Central Council
(Post Graduate Education) Regulations
framed from time to time. Currently, the reg-
ulations formulated in 2016 are in force. The
latest notification of November 19 is an
amendment to the 2016 regulations.

The 2016 regulations allow postgraduate
students to specialise in Shalya Tantra,
Shalakya Tantra, and Prasuti evam Stree Roga
(Obstetrics and Gynecology), the three dis-
ciplines involving major surgical interven-
tions. Students of these three disciplines are
granted MS (Master in Surgery in Ayurveda)
degrees.

Ayurveda practitioners point out that stu-
dents enrolling in Ayurveda courses have to
pass the same NEET (National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test). Their course runs for
four-and-a-half years, followed by one year
of internship, six months of which are spent
at an Ayurveda hospital, and the remaining
six months at a civil or general hospital, or a
primary health care centre.

Maharashtra Council

AJAY KHAPE
PUNE, DECEMBER 4

MAHARASHTRA’S RULING Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA), an alliance of the Shiv Sena,
NCP, and Congress, has won four of the six
Maharashtra Legislative Council seats for
which voting took place on December 1.
Elections were held for three graduate
seats of Nagpur, Pune, and Aurangabad; two
teachers’ seats of Pune and Amravati; and
one local body seat from Dhule-Nandurbar.
This was the first state-level election after
the MVA formed the government, keeping
the BJP, the single largest party in the
Legislative Assembly, out of power. The
MVA's victories are important also because
each of these Council seats represents elec-
torsin a large geographical area of the state.

Seats and electors

The Upper House of Maharashtra legis-
lature has 78 members, 66 of whom are
elected, and the rest nominated. Members
are elected for a six-year term.

Of the 66 elected members in the Council,
30are elected by members of the Legislative
Assembly; 22 are elected by local bodies

from 21 divisions; and seven members each
are elected from among graduates and teach-
ers of the seven revenue divisions of the state
— Mumbai, Amravati, Nashik, Aurangabad,
Konkan, Nagpur, and Pune.

Graduate constituencies

Only those who have a Bachelor’s degree
fromarecognised university are eligible to par-
ticipate in the elections for the graduate seats.

Voters are enrolled afresh before each
election, and applicants have to submit proof
of education with a Bachelor’s degree foren-
rolment as an elector. The elected member
is expected to raise the issues of the educated
class in the Upper House.

Of the seven graduate constituencies in
the Council, the BJP, NCP, and Congress now
have two members each, and the Shiv Sena
has one.

Teachers constituencies

For teachers constituencies, professional
teachers, employed either in the government
or the private sector, are eligible to register
themselves as voters. The teacher electors
choose one among themselves to raise their
issues in the Legislative Council.

The Sena, NCP, Congress, BJP, Lok Bharati

Postgraduate courses require another
three years of study. They also have to un-
dergo clinical postings in the outpatient and
In-patient departments at hospitals apart
from getting hands-on training in Ayurvedic
treatment procedures. Medico-legal issues,
surgical ethics and informed consent is also
part of the course apart from teaching
Sushruta’s surgical principles and practices,
said Dr Vinayak Temburnekar, National
President of National Integrated Medical
Association (NIMA).

So, whatis new?

Ayurveda practitioners say the latest no-
tification just brings clarity to the skills that
an Ayurveda practitioner possesses.

“The surgeries that have been men-
tioned in the notification are all that are al-
ready part of the Ayurveda course. But there
is little awareness about these. A patient is
usually not clear whether an Ayurvedic
practitioner has the necessary skill to per-
form one of these operations. Now, they
know exactly what an Ayurveda doctor is
capable of. The skill sets have been defined.
This will remove question marks on the
ability of an Ayurveda practitioner,”
Hemantha Kumar of the Jaipur-based
National Institute of Ayurveda said.

The notification mentions 58 surgical

procedures that postgraduate students must
train themselves in, and acquire skills to per-
form independently. These include proce-
dures in general surgery, urology, surgical
gastroenterology, and ophthalmology.

What are the IMA’s objections?

IMA doctors insist that they are not op-
posed to the practitioners of the ancient sys-
tem of medicine. But they say the new noti-
fication somehow gives the impression that
the skills or training of the Ayurveda doctor
in performing modern surgeries are the
same as those practising modern medicine.
This, they say, is misleading, and an "en-
croachment into the jurisdiction and com-
petencies of modern medicine".

The fact that Ayurveda institutions pre-
scribe textbooks from modern medicine, or
that they carry out surgeries with the help of
practitioners of modern medicine, is not rea-
son enough to allow this encroachment, said
KM Abul Hasan, chairman of the IMA Junior
Doctors' Network.

A statement from the IMA said it con-
demned the “predatory poaching on mod-
ern medicine and its surgical disciplines" by
CCIM (Central Council of Indian Medicine,
which functions under the Ministry of
Ayush). “This is another step to legitimise
mixopathy,” it said.

Avinash Bhondwe, president of the
Maharashtra chapter of IMA, said the CCIM
had claimed that all these modern surgeries
are actually Ayurvedic procedures, and have
Sanskrit names. “All the common procedures
in all the surgical specialities have been in-
cluded in the notification. They have notified
these as Ayurveda procedures. They should
also explain, with proof, how each of these
procedures mentioned in Ayurveda litera-
ture is equivalent to the modern surgical pro-
cedures," Bhondwe said.

The IMA is also upset with the recent de-
cision of NITI Aayog to set up four commit-
tees for integrating the various systems of
medicine in medical education, practice,
public health, and administration, as well as
research. It says such an integration would
lead to the death of the modern system of
medicine.

The IMA has demanded that the notifi-
cation as well as the NITI Aayog move to-
wards ‘One Nation One System’ be with-
drawn. “If the government does not accept
our demands, IMA will file a petition in the
Supreme Court,” said RV Asokan, Secretary-
General of IMA.

polls, in perspective

(LB), Peasants and Workers’ Party (PWP) of
India and an Independent candidate now
have a seat each in the teachers constituen-
cies in the Council.

For MVA, vindication

This was the first election in which the
Sena, NCP,and Congress forged a pre-poll al-
liance with the aim of consolidating their
strength in the state. The three parties see
the victories as an indication of the accept-
ance of their alliance by the people. Senior
NCPleaders have said the alliance succeeded
in cutting the BJP to size.

After Friday's showing, the MVA would
want to have a pre-poll alliance for all elec-
tions in the state. Maharashtra is scheduled
to have local body polls early next year. “Iwill
have discussions with the leaders of the three
alliance partners in order to implement the
same pre-poll strategy for all forthcoming
polls,” Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar said.

For BJP, a major setback

The results of the Council elections are a
blow to the BJP. The failure to retain its bas-
tion of Nagpur and the Pune graduate con-
stituency will hurt the party the most, while
raising the hopes of its rivals.

The Nagpur seat hasin the past beenrep-
resented by Union Minister Nitin Gadkari,
and Gangadhar Fadnavis, father of former
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis. On Friday,
Fadnavis conceded that the results of the
elections were not up to the BJP's expecta-
tions, and that the party had failed to cor-
rectly gauge the combined strength of the
three ruling parties.

The winners and losers

The Congress, which has been in decline
in the Nagpur region, has won the Nagpur
seat after decades. Abhijit Wanjarri of the
Congress defeated Sandip Joshi of the BJP, a
close confidant of Fadnavis's.

The Pune seat had been represented
twice earlier by state BJP chief Chandrakant
Patil. On Friday, the NCP's Arun Lad defeated
Sangram Deshmukh of the BJP by a huge
margin.

Satish Chavan of the NCP retained the
Aurangabad seat, comfortably defeating the
BJP candidate, Shirish Boralkar.

Former Congress MLC Ambrish Patel,
who fought the election on BJP ticket, won
the Dhule-Nandurbar seat, while
Independent candidate Kiran Sarnaik won
the Amravati division teachers seat.

Lab-grown meat: cleared in Singapore, emerging alternative worldwide

POOJAPILLAI
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 4

THE SINGAPORE Food Agency (SFA) ap-
proved this week the sale of a lab-grown
meat product. This is the first time cultured
meat has been cleared for sale anywhere in
the world. The product approved by the SFA
is cultured chicken, produced by US-based
East Just. The company has announced the
product will be manufactured with local
partners under its new brand GOOD Meat.

Why is this a big deal?

In its June 2020 Food Outlook Report,
the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO) stated that world meat output was
set to contract row to 333 million tonnes,
1.7% less than in 2019. The disruption has
been caused mainly by Covid-19, but it has
added to already widespread fears about
zoonotic diseases, especially African swine

fever and highly pathogenicavianinfluenza.

This provides an opportunity to the al-
ternative meat industry. According to a
Nielsen report from May this year, the sale
of plant-based meats, which have been
available in retail outlets and restaurants
since 2018, grew by 264% in the US over a
nine-week period that ended May 2. The
market for alternative proteins was growing
even before the pandemic: ina 2019 report,
Barclays predicted that alternative meat
could capture 10% of the $1.4-trillion global
meat market over the next decade. But
while plant-based meats were finding more
and more favour, commercial availability of
lab-grown meat (or cultured meat) was still
many years in the future.

This is why the approval by Singapore
to cultured chicken is seen as significant.

How is lab-grown or cultured meat
different from plant-based meat?
The latter is made from plant sources

Lab-grown chicken. Memphis Meats

such as soy or pea protein, while cultured
meat is grown directly from cells in a labo-
ratory. Both have the same objective: to offer
alternatives to traditional meat products that
could feed a lot more people, reduce the
threat of zoonotic diseases, and mitigate the
environmental impact of meat consumption.

In terms of cellular structure, cultured

or cultivated meat is the same as conven-
tional meat — except that cultured meat
does not come directly from animals.

According to the Good Food Institute
(GFI)'s 2019 State of the Industry Report on
cultivated meats, compared to conven-
tional beef, cultivated beef could reduce
land use by more than 95%, climate change
emissions by 74-87% and nutrient pollu-
tion by 94%.

The report adds that since cultivated
meat is created in clean facilities, the risk of
contamination by pathogens such as sal-
monella and E coli, which may be present
in traditional slaughterhouses and meat-
packing factories, is significantly reduced.
It does not require antibiotics either, unlike
animals raised for meat, thereby reducing
the threat posed to public health by grow-
ing antibiotic resistance.

Who else is making cultured meat?
According to the GFI report, by the end

0f 2019, 55 companies were focused on cul-
tivated meat products, including Future
Meat Technologies (chicken, lamb, beef) in
Israel, Biftek (beef) in Turkey, Cubiq Foods
(chicken fat) in Spain, Netherlands-based
Meatable (pork, beef), French company
Gourmet (foie gras) and US-based
Memphis Meats (beef, chicken, duck). Also
among these is Delhi-based Clear Meat,
which is developing cultured chicken.

How soon will cultured meat be widely
available to consumers?

There are still significant hurdles to be
overcome before cultured meat is widely
available. Apart from ensuring that the prod-
ucts are affordable — currently still a chal-
lenge —and dealing with consumer mistrust,
producers of alternative meats will face re-
sistance from traditional meat producers.

The world’s largest meat companies,
such as Nestlé, Tyson Foods and Perdue
Farms, have already jumped on the fast-

New Delhi

moving plant-based meat bandwagon. But
production of cultured meat is difficult to
scale up at present.

Conventional meat still dominates the
market, and industry lobbies have been
fighting to hold on to their market, not least
by challenging the very idea of alternative
meats. The application of meat-related
terms, such as burger and sausage, to plant-
based products has been challenged in the
EU (where the bid failed) and the US (where
ithas had some success) on the ground that
these mislead consumers.

The charge against lab-grown meat, led
by agriculture and husbandry bodies, is that
itsimply isn’t meat if it didn’t come from an
animal. The US Cattlemen’s Association, for
example, successfully lobbied Missouri to
pass a Bill ruling that plant-based and lab-
grown meats cannot be called meats. The
Cattle Council of Australia has been putting
similar pressure on the country’s govern-
ment since 2018.
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Asimulated image of
the Chang’e-5
spacecraft. AP

SPACE

Chinese probe
carrying lunar
rocks lifts off

from Moon

ACHINESE spacecraftlifted
off from the Moon
Thursday night withaload
of lunarrocks, thefirst stage
of its return to Earth, the
government space agency
reported. Chang’e 5, the
third Chinese spacecraft to
land on the Moon and the
firstto take off fromitagain,
isthelatestin aseries of in-
creasingly ambitious mis-
sions for Beijing’s space pro-
gramme, which also has a
orbiterand roverheadedto
Mars. The Chang’e 5
touched down Tuesday on
the Moon. Its mission: col-
lect about 2 kg of lunar
rocks and bring them back
to Earth, the first return of
samples since Soviet mis-
sionsin the 1970s. AP

CHINA

Coalmine
accidentleaves
23 trapped

EXCESSIVE CARBON
monoxide levels at a
mine in Chongqing have
trapped 23 people un-
derground, China’s offi-
cial Xinhua news agency
reported on Friday, in the
second such accident in
the southwestern mu-
nicipality in little over
two months. The inci-
dent occurred at the
Diaoshuidong coal mine
at around 5 pm local
time on Friday, Xinhua
said, adding that the lo-
cal police and fire de-
partments immediately
lodged rescue efforts,
while the cause is under
investigation. REUTERS

AUSTRALIA
Great Barrier Reef
in ‘critical state,

deteriorating’

THE HEALTH of Australia’s
Great Barrier Reef, the
world’s mostextensive and
spectacular coral reef
ecosystem, is in a critical
state and deteriorating as
climate change warms up
the watersinwhichitlies,a
conservation group said.
The World Heritage-listed
site off Australia’s north-
eastern coast haslost more
than half its coral in the
past three decades. Coral-
bleaching in 2016, 2017
and 2020 has further dam-
agedits health and affected
itsanimal, bird and marine
population, the
International Union for
Conservation of Nature
said inareport. REUTERS

Rohingya refugees board a ship as they are moved to Bhashan Char island in Bangladesh on Friday. Reuters

First Rohingya arrive at Bangladesh island

JULHASALAM
DHAKA, DECEMBER 4

AUTHORITIES IN Bangladesh on
Friday sent the first group of
more than 1,500 Rohingya
refugees toanisolatedisland de-
spite calls by human rights
groups for a halt to the process.
The 1,642 refugees boarded
sevenBangladeshi naval vesselsin

the port of Chittagong for the trip
to Bhashan Char, according to an
official who could not be named
inaccordance with local practice.

After about a three-hour trip
they arrived at the island, which
was once regularly submerged
by monsoon rains but now has
flood protection embankments,
houses, hospitals and mosques
built at a cost of more than $112
million by the Bangladesh navy.

Located 34 km from the
mainland, the island surfaced
only 20 years ago and was never
inhabited.

Saleh Noman, a Bangladeshi
journalist who travelled with the
refugees, said by phone from the
island that the refugees were given
rice, eggs and chickens for lunch
after their body temperatures
were measured by healthworkers
asacoronavirus precaution.

US govt sues Facebook, alleges
bias against American workers

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 4

THE US government has filed a
lawsuit against Facebook, accus-
ing the social media giant of “in-
tentional and widespread” viola-
tions of the laws to discriminate
against American workers and
favour H-1B visa holders.
H-1Bisanon-immigrantvisa
thatallows US companies toem-
ploy foreign workers in speciality
occupations that require theoret-
ical or technical expertise. Most
of the nearly 600,000 H-1B visa
holders are from Indiaand China.
Thelawsuit, filed on Thursday
by the US]Justice Department, al-

The govt alleged that
Facebook refused to hire
qualified USworkers in
favour of H-1B holders

leges that Facebook refused tore-
cruit, consider or hire qualified
and available US workers for over
2,600 positions and instead, re-
served for temporary visa hold-
ers it sponsored for permanent
work authorisation (or “green
cards”) in connection with the
permanent labour certification
process (PERM).

The PERM process requires an
employer to first demonstrate

that there are no qualified and
available US workers for the po-
sition that the employer plans to
offer to the temporary visa holder.

The positions that were the
subject of Facebook’s alleged dis-
crimination against US workers
offered an average salary of ap-
proximately $156,000.

According to the lawsuit,
which followed a nearly two-
year investigation by the Justice
Department, Facebook inten-
tionally created a hiring system
in which it denied qualified US
workers a fair opportunity to
learn about and apply for jobs
that the company instead
sought to channel to temporary
visa holders. PTI

Qatar Foreign Minister says ‘some
movement’ towards ending Gulf row

REUTERS
DUBAI,DECEMBER 4

QATAR'’S FOREIGN minister said
on Friday there has been move-
menton resolving a bitter diplo-
matic dispute among the Gulf
countries but he could not pre-
dict whether a breakthrough
was imminent or would fully re-
solve the matter.

The US and Kuwait have
worked to end a row after Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain and Egypt
cutdiplomatic, trade and travel ties
with Qatar since mid-2017.

Qatar’s Foreign Minister
Sheikh  Mohammed  bin
Abdulrahman Al-Thani’s com-
mentstoanItalian diplomatic con-
ference come after White House
senior adviser Jared Kushner held
talks in Doha on Wednesday fol-
lowing a visit to Saudi Arabia.

“Right now there are some

PANDEMIC CHANGES HOLLYWOOD

In seismic shift, Warner Bros to stream all 2021 films

JAKECOYLE
NEW YORK, DECEMBER 4

IN THE most seismic shift by a
Hollywood studio yet during the
pandemic, Warner Bros. Pictures
on Thursday announced that all
of its 2021 film slate — including
anew Matrix movie, Godzilla vs.
Kong and the Lin-Manuel
Miranda adaptation In the
Heights — will stream on HBO
Max at the same time the films
play in theatres.

Among the myriad release
plan changes wrought by the
pandemic, no studio has so fully
embraced streaming as a lifeline.
But after disappointing domes-

tic ticket sales for Tenet,and with
the majority of US theatres cur-
rently closed, the AT&T-owned
Warner Bros. will turn to a hy-
brid distribution model next
year. Films will debut simultane-
ously in theaters and on HBO
Max in the US After one month,
they will stop streaming and
continue to play only in theaters.

The move follows Warner
Bros.” decision to put Wonder
Woman 1984 on HBO Max in
December, along with a concur-
rent theatrical run. If that pivot sent
shockwaves through the industry,
Thursday’sannouncementrattled
Hollywood to the core.

“Given the unprecedented
time that we're in, we needed a

P

Qatar’s Foreign Minister
Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al-Thani

movements that we hope will put
an end to this crisis,” Sheikh
Mohammed, told the
“Mediterranean Dialogues” online
conference, speaking by videolink.
“We are hopeful that things
will move in the right direction
right now. We cannot predict
whether it will be imminent or
resolve the issue in one day.”
The other four nations accuse
Doha of supporting terrorism.

Oneeye
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EXPLAINED

ONE OF the major reasons
for Saudi Arabia and its Gulf
allies to be taking partin the
process aimed at eventually
ending the boycott of Qatar is
their fear that Iran could be-
come stronger after the end
of the Trump administration.
Qatar has had close ties with
Iran, and the Saudis will
likely hope that if they are
able to bring Doha to their
corner, it will become easier
toisolate Tehran.

Qatar, which hosts the region’s
largest US military base, denies the
charges and says the boycott aims
toundermine its sovereignty.

Astill from the upcoming Warner Bros film Dune. AP

creative solution to address our
fans, our filmmakers and our ex-
hibitors, said Ann Sarnoff, chief
executive of WarnerMedia

Studios, in an interview. “Big and

bold is a necessity right now.”
Sarnoff called it a “temporary

solution” and a “one-year plan.”

The island’s facilities are built
toaccommodate 100,000 people,
just a fraction of the million
Rohingya who have fled waves of
violent persecutionin their native
Myanmar and are currently living
in crowded refugee camps.

The UN has voiced concern
that refugees be allowed to make
a “free and informed decision”
about whether to relocate to the
island in the Bay of Bengal. AP

John Ratcliffe

US intelligence
director says
China is greatest
threat to America

DEB RIECHMANN
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 4

CHINA POSES the greatest threat
toAmericaand the rest of the free
world since World War I, outgo-
ing National Intelligence Director
John Ratcliffe said Thursday as
the Trump administration ramps
up anti-Chinese rhetoric to pres-
sure President-elect Joe Biden to
be tough on Beijing.

“The intelligence is clear:
Beijing intends todominate the US
and therestof the planet econom-
ically, militarily and technologi-
cally,” Ratcliffe wrote in an op-ed
published Thursday in The Wall
Street Journal. “Many of China’s
major publicinitiatives and promi-
nent companies offer only a layer
of camouflage to the activities of
the Chinese Communist Party.”

“I call its approach of eco-
nomic espionage ‘rob, replicate
and replace,” Ratcliffe said.
“China robs US companies of
their intellectual property, repli-
cates the technology and then
replaces the US firms in the
global marketplace.”

In Beijing, foreign ministry
spokesperson Hua Chunying dis-
missed the editorial as a further
move tospread “false information,
political viruses and lies” in hopes
of damaging China’s reputation
and China-US relations. AP

The studio said other options —re-
leasing big-budget films solely in
reduced capacity theatres or de-
laying films another year —
weren't appealing. Warner Bros.'
move amounts to an acknowl-
edgement thatany full rebound for
theatersisstillayear ormore away.

“We've got to get people back
in theaters at full capacity at
some point. If youread the med-
ical experts that’s going to take a
while to work its way through
the system,” said Sarnoff. “If we
saw an end in sight to the pan-
demic, we might have a differ-
ent strategy. But we don’t see
that at this moment.”

HBO Max is only available in
the United States. Internationally,

Coronavirus claims
1.5 mn lives globally

Average of 10,000 deaths daily in the past week alone

SHAINAAHLUWALIA &
SANGAMESWARANS
DECEMBER 4

OVER 1.5 million people have
lost their lives due to Covid-19
with one death reported every
nine seconds on a weekly aver-
age, as vaccinations are set to be-
gin in December in a handful of
developed nations.

Half a million deaths oc-
curred in just the last two
months, indicating that the
severity of the pandemic is far
from over. Nearly 65 million peo-
ple globally have been infected
by the disease and the worst af-
fected country, United States, is
currently battling a third wave of
coronavirus infections.

In the last week alone, more
than 10,000 people in the world
died on average every single day,
which has been steadily rising
each passing week. Many coun-
tries across the world are now
fighting second and third waves
even greater than the first, forcing
new restrictions on everyday life.

The novel coronavirus caused
more deathsin the pastyear than
tuberculosis in 2019 and nearly
four times the number of deaths
due to malaria, according to the
World Health Organisation.

The United States continues
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People dine outside in separate domes in London. Britain
went into two lockdowns in recent months in its bid to fight
multiple surges of Covid-19. Reuters

tolead in terms of fatalities, with
over 273,000 deaths alone. North
America and Latin American re-
gions combined have more than
50%of all coronavirus deaths that
have been reported.

The Latin American region,
the worst-affected globally in
terms of fatalities, recently sur-
passed over 450,000 deaths.

On Wednesday, Britain be-
came the first country to ap-
prove the vaccine candidate de-
veloped by Germany’s BioNTech
and Pfizer Inc, jumping ahead of
the rest of the world in the race
to begin a crucial mass inocula-
tion programme.However, sup-

Biden says he will
publicly take Covid
vaccine, keep Fauci

Statement comes after Obama, Bush,
Clinton say will get shots in public

TREVORHUNNICUTT
WILMINGTON, DECEMBER 4

US PRESIDENT-ELECT Joe Biden
said on Thursday he would pub-
licly take a coronavirus vaccine
to demonstrate its safety to the
public and pledged to retain the
nation’s top adviser on the pan-
demic, Anthony Fauci, when he
takes office next month.

“People have lost faith in the
ability of the vaccine to work,”
Biden told CNN in an interview
that aired on Thursday.

Fauci, director of the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases and a member of
President Donald Trump’s coro-
navirus task force, met with
Biden’s advisers on the pandemic
earlierin the day. In the interview,
Biden said he asked Fauci to stay
onas a chief medical adviser.

In the interview alongside
Vice President-Elect Kamala
Harris, Biden called for Congress
to pass the $908 billion bill pro-
posed by moderates in the US
Senate, but said thatit should be
viewed as a “start” to providing
relief during the pandemic.
“People are really hurting,” he
said. “They’re scared to death.”

Trump at times has criticized
Fauci’s insistence on aggressive
measures to combat the Covid-
19 pandemic, which has now
claimed 273,000 US lives.

Biden said that as president,
he will order masks to be worn
in federal buildings and trans-
portation hubs. He said he will

the studio’s 17 films planned for
2021 release will roll out exclu-
sively in theatres.

Warner Bros." decision res-
onates especially because the
117-year-old studio of The
Wizard of Oz and Casablanca has
long been a market-leader in
Hollywood — and one known as
especially supportive of theatres.
The studio has generally ranked
among the top two studios in
market share over the past
decade — most recently dwarfed
only by Walt Disney. Warner’s
films typically account for $1.5-2
billion annual in ticket sales in
North America — a lot of money
to compensate for in HBO Max
subscribers. AP

New Delhi

FAUCI APOLOGISES
FOR SUGGESTING UK
RUSHED VACCINE CALL

London: America’s top infec-
tious disease expert has apol-
ogised for suggesting UK au-
thorities rushed their
authorisation of a Covid-19
vaccine, saying he has “great
faith” in the country’s regula-
tors. Dr Anthony Fauci, direc-
tor of the
National
Institute of
Allergy and
Infectious
Diseases, had
saidinanear-
lier interview
that UKregu-
lators hadn’t acted “as care-
fully” as the USFood and Drug
Administration. Fauci said late
Thursday thathe meantto say
US authorities do things dif-
ferently than their British
counterparts, not better, but
his comments weren't
phrased properly. AP

Fauci

ask Americans to wear masks for
the first 100 days of his admin-
istration.

Biden’s remarks on taking a
vaccine after three former presi-
dents — Bill Clinton, George W.
Bush and Barack Obama — said
they would publicly get the coro-
navirus vaccine as a way to
demonstrate its safety. REUTERS

plies are expected to be very lim-
ited in the early stages which
means that every country begin-
ning the drive will have to priori-
tise based on risk factors.

US health regulators are ex-
pected to approve distribution
and administration of the vac-
cine in mid-December.

Africa aims to have 60% of its
population vaccinated against
Covid-19 within the next two to
three years, the African Union’s
disease control group said on
Thursday. The continent of 1.3
billion people has recorded more
than 2.2 million confirmed coro-
navirus infections. REUTERS

Vivek Murthy

Vivek Murthy
picked to be
next US Surgeon
General: report

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 4

US PRESIDENT-ELECT Joe Biden
has tapped his key Covid-19 ad-
viser Dr Vivek Murthy as the
next Surgeon General, a role for
which he was appointed during
the Obama administration and
had to leave abruptly during the
current Trump administration,
according to a media report.
The 43-year-old Indian-
American doctor is one of the
three co-chairs of the Biden’s
Covid-19 Advisory Board.
“Vivek H Murthy, a former
US surgeon general, has been
asked to reprise the role in an
expanded version in the new
administration,” The
Washington Post reported on
Thursday, quoting an individual
familiar with the decision.
A formal announcement in
this matter is expected soon.
The surgeon general serves a
four-year term and is the top
government official on public
health issues. Jerome Adams is
the incumbent Surgeon General.
Murthy is expected to be part
of a team of healthcare officials
charged with tackling Covid-19,
the issue Biden has said would
be his top priority upon taking
office, the report said. PTI

London clears way to make
Ambedkar House a museum

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, DECEMBER 4

LOCAL AUTHORITIES in north
London have formally cleared the
operation of Ambedkar House as
amuseum in honour of the ar-
chitect of the Indian Constitution
after it was approved as a land-
markassociated with “one of the
founding fathers of modern
India” earlier in the year.
Camden Council gave the final
go-ahead for the museum after
UK Communities Secretary
Robert Jenrick had intervened to
grantretrospective planning per-
mission for 10 King Henry’s Road
in Camden, where
DrBRAmbedkarlivedin 1921-22
during his student days at the
London School of Economics.

AmbedKkar lived at 10 King
Henry’s Road from 1921-22

The minister’s March order
came at the end of an inquiry fol-
lowing an appeal against Camden
Council’s planning refusal.

Camden Council, the local
authority which had originally
opposed the application, said it
accepted the decision based on
additional evidence provided by
the Indian authorities. PTI
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UNDER ON TAP TARGETED LONG-TERM REPO OPERATIONS

RBI offers more funds to 26 sectors

identified by Kamath Committee

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 4

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
has decided to bring the 26
stressed sectors identified by the
Kamath Committee within the
ambit of sectors eligible under on
tap Targeted Long-Term Repo
Operations (TLTRO), providing
more liquidity to the slowdown-
hit economy.

Under TLTRO, banks caninvest
inspecific sectors through debt in-
struments like corporate bonds,
commercial papers and non-con-
vertible debentures (NCDs) to
push the credit flow in the econ-
omy. The central bank had brou-
ght five sectors announced under
the TLTRO scheme on October 21.

The RBI had announced the
TLTRO onTap scheme on October
9,2020 which will be available up
to March 31, 2021. Accordingly, it
was decided to conduct on tap
TLTRO with tenors of up to three
years for a total amount of up to
Rs 1 lakh crore at a floating rate
linked to the policy repo rate with
flexibility to enhance the amount
and period after areview of the re-
sponse to the scheme, the RBI said

RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das addresses the media, in
Mumbai on Friday. ANI

According to State Bank of
India Chairman Dinesh Khara, the
RBI announcement of the exten-
sion of on tap TLTRO to stressed
sectorsisa perfect example of co-
ordinated monetary and fiscal
policy coordination, a hallmark of
the current pandemic.

As part of the Aatmanirbhar
Bharat Package 3.0 announced on
November 12, the Centre launc-
hed the Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme 2.0 (ECLGS
2.0)under which the corpus of Rs
3 lakh crore of existing ECLGS 1.0
was extended to provide 100 per
cent guaranteed collateral free ad-
ditional credit to entities in 26

Yet to take decision
on industrial houses
in banking, says Das

KHUSHBOONARAYAN
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 4

RBI GOVERNOR Shaktikanta Das
onFriday said the central bank has
not taken a decision on the issue
of allowing industrial houses to
enter the banking sector. Two
weeks ago, an internal working
group (IWG) constituted by the
RBIto study ownership structures
of private lenders had suggested
aguarded entry of corporatesinto
the banking space, conversion of
big NBFCs into banks and promot-
ersto hike their stakes from 15 per
cent to 26 per cent.

In a press conference follow-
ing the monetary policy review
Das said, “It is a report by the in-
ternal working group. It should
not be seen as the RBI's point of
view or decision.” The IWG had
external members, acted inde-
pendently, and had independent
deliberations, Das said.

“The RBI has not takenany de-
cision so far,” Das reiterated. “Our
approachis consultative.” “There-
portof theinternal working group
is in the public domain. After re-
ceiving comments from inter-
ested parties, the central bank will
“examine the whole matter and
take a considered decision.”

The decision to allow indus-
trial houses to control banks has
evoked much debate and contro-
versy at a time when there have
been multiple bank failures lead-
ing to bailouts (Yes Bank and
Lakshmi Vilas Bank), the scars
from the IL&FS and DHFL frauds
have notyet healed and questions
are being asked about the RBI's su-
pervisory capacity. Several experts
consulted by the IWG were also
against allowing business houses
into the banking sector.

Former RBI Governor

—— BRIEFLY —

RILarm planfor

RelianceInfratel

New Delhi: The National
Company Law Tribunal has
approved a resolution plan
submitted by Reliance Proje-
cts & Property Management
Services Ltd, an arm of
Reliance Industries (RIL), for
Reliance Infratel, a regula-
tory filing by RIL said Friday.

IKEA storein
Navi Mumbai

New Delhi: Furnishings re-
tailer IKEA will openits seco-
ndIndianstore, after the first
oneopened in Hyderabadin
August 2018, in Navi Mu-
mbai on December 18. PTI

‘Banks must
invest in robust
IT systems’

Mumbai: Reserve Bank Gov-
ernor Shaktikanta Das said
banks and NBFCs need toin-
vest in robust IT systems to
maintain public confidence.
His statement came aday af-
ter the central bank pulled up
HDFC Bank for repeated out-
ages in its digital services.
“Overall, banks, NBFCs and
other lenders need to boost
IT systems to maintain pub-
lic confidence. We see need
for more investment in ro-
bustIT solutions by all finan-
cial entities,” he said. ENS

Raghuram Rajan and former
deputy governor Viral Acharya
were the earliest to weigh in,
questioning the need for such a
proposal at this time.

In an essay posted on Rajan’s
LinkedIn profile, the duo said that
the proposal to let industrial
houses into banking will lead to
“connected lending” which, ac-
cording to them, is “invariably dis-
astrous” and would further “exac-
erbate the concentration of
economic (and political) powerin
certain business houses.” The for-
mer RBI officials termed the pro-
posal “bombshell” and advised
that it was “best left on the shelf.”

Similarly, in an op-ed in The
Indian Express, former chief eco-
nomicadvisors Arvind Subrama-
nian and Shankar Acharya, and
former finance secretary Vijay
Kelkar said the step would be a
“grievous mistake” which could
“seriously set back economic and
political development.”

stressed sectors identified by the
Kamath panel plus health care
sector with credit outstanding of
aboveRs 50 crore and up toRs 500
crore as on February 29, 2020.
According to the RBI, banks are
encouraged to synergise the two
schemes by availing funds from
RBIunder on tap TLTRO and seek
guarantee under ECLGS 2.0 to pro-
vide credit support to stressed sec-
tors. Liquidity availed by banks
under the scheme should be de-
ployed in corporate bonds, com-
mercial papers,and non-convert-
ible debentures issued by the
entitiesin specific sectors overand
above the outstanding level of
their investments in such instru-
ments as on September 30, 2020.
Reacting to the MPC decisions,
Punjab National Bank MD & CEO
CHSSMallikarjunaRaosaid, “The
growth is expected to be better
with the GDP estimate being re-
vised upwards for FY21. Liquidity
measures have been announced
torevive activity and on tap TLTRO
hasbeenextended to the stressed
sectors identified by the Kamath
committee, The credit offtake is
expected to get a boost going for-
ward, we expectittotopatleast8
per cent in the days to come.”

different segments. Unlike
banks, currently there are
no norms in place with
regard to distribution of
dividend by NBFCs.

NO DIVIDEND PAYOUT DIGITAL PAYMENT
THISYEAR GUIDELINES

To strengthen banks’ The central bank has
balance sheets, the RBI has proposed to issue RBI
decided that banks and (Digital Payment Security
cooperative banks should Controls) Directions, 2020
not make any dividend for regulated entities to set
payout from the profits up arobust governance
pertaining to FY20.“Inview  structure for such systems
of the ongoing stress...itis and implement common
imperative that banks minimum standards of
continueto conserve capital ~ security controls for

to support the economy channels like internet and
and absorb losses,” it said. mobile banking, card
DIVIDEND POLICY payments, among others.
FORNBFCs CONTACTLESS CARD
The RBI has decided to LIMIT HIKED

formulate guidelines on The Reserve Bank has
dividend distribution by proposed to enhance, at
NBFCs keepinginviewtheir  the discretion of the user,
increasing significance in the limits for contactless
the financial system and card transactions and
their interlinkages with e-mandates for recurring

transactions through cards
(and Unified Payments
Interface, or UPI) from

Rs 2,000 to Rs 5,000 from
January 1,2021.

Status quo ‘to revive growth on a durable basis’

The Monetary Policy Committee of the RBI on Friday kept key policy rates unchanged for the
third time in a row “to revive growth on a durable basis and mitigate the impact of Covid-19
on the economy, while ensuring that inflation remains within the target going forward”

4.00%.rcrbe e

lends funds with security

3.39%0re;atwhieh

RBI borrows from banks

0 Bankrate, at
4.25 /0which RBIllends
short-term funds to banks
sans security

MPC STANCE: All members of
the MPC — Shashanka Bhide,
Ashima Goyal, JayanthR.
Varma, Mridul K. Saggar,
Michael Debabrata Patra and
Shaktikanta Das —
unanimously voted for keeping
the policy repo rate and
accommodative stance
unchanges

INFLATION FORECAST: The
RBI has projected CPl inflation
at 6.8% for Q3FY21, 5.8% for
Q4 and 5.2% to 4.6% in the
first half of 2021-22

GROWTH PROJECTION:
Real GDP is expected to
contract by 7.5%in FY21and
expand by 0.1% in Q3 of
2020-21and 0.7%in Q4

REVISIONIN POLICY RATES
(in %age)
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Why no change in policy rates

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 4

WITH RETAILinflation remaining
elevated, the Mon-
etary Policy Comm-
ittee (MPC)of the RBI,
headed by Governor
Shaktikanta Das, de-
cided tokeep the pol-
icy rates unchanged
forthe third timeina
row in the bi-
monthly monetary policy an-
nounced on Friday. This effectively
means lending rates in the bank-
ing system and EMIs on home,
auto and personal loans will re-
main more or less steady.

EXPLAINED

What are the current rates?
The six-member MPC voted
unanimously to leave the policy

reporate, the rate at which the RBI
lends funds to banks, unchanged
at 4 per cent. It also decided to
continue with the accommoda-
tive stance of monetary policy as
long as necessary.

What constraints

did the monetary

policy face?

The MPC s of the

view that inflation is
. likely to remain ele-

vated, barring tran-
sient relief in the winter months
from prices of perishables. This
constrains monetary policy at the
current juncture from using the
space available toactin supportof
growth. “At the same time, the
signs of recovery are far from be-
ingbroad-based and are depend-
ent on sustained policy support,”
the RBI said.

Tata Power wins bids for two more
Odisha discoms, to own 51% in both

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

TATA POWER said Friday it re-
ceived the letter of intent (Lol)
from the Odisha Electricity
Regulatory Commission for distri-
bution of power to consumers in
western and southern parts of the
state through the respective dis-
coms, WESCO and SOUTHCO, for
the next 25 years. The company
had, last December, won the dis-
tribution license for CESU, another
QOdisha discom. It is also the sole
bidder for NESCO, the remaining
discomin the state.

Tata Power will own a 51 per
cent stake in the discoms, while
the remainder 49 per cent will be
held by the government of Odisha.

In FY19, the four Odisha discoms
had cumulatively posted a loss of
Rs 1,539 crore, of which NESCO
losses comprised only Rs 2 crore.

Tata Power has committed to
make a capital expenditure of Rs
2,830 crore cumulatively between
FY22 and FY26 on WESCO and
SOUTHCO discoms.

It aims to reduce aggregate
technical and commercial (AT&C)
losses of SOUTHCO from the cur-
rent level of 35.3 per cent to 14.8
per cent in ten years. For WESCO,
AT&Closses are targeted to be cut
t09.1 per centfrom 27.6 per centin
the same period.

InDelhi, where Tata Power has
a similar public-private partner-
shipmodel with the Delhi govern-
ment, the company has managed
to reduce AT&C losses from the

high of 53 per cent in 2002 to
around 8 per cent at present.

About NESCO, for which the
company is the sole bidder,
Praveer Sinha, CEO & MD, Tata
Power, had told investors in
November that “the regulator and
the government is taking a view
on whether they would give it to
us based on our offer or there is
going to be arebid”.

Discom business plays a ma-
jor role in Tata Power’s five-year
planning, as it envisages con-
sumer base in this front to rise to
20 million from the current 2.6
million subscribers. With grow-
ing opportunities in discom pri-
vatisation, the companyis target-
ing Rs 27,000 crore revenue from
transmission and distribution
business by FY25. FE

What'’s the outlook on the
inflation front?

The RBI has projected CPI in-
flation at 6.8 per cent for the third
quarter of FY21,5.8 per cent for Q4
0f2020-21 and 5.2 per centto 4.6
per cent in the first half of FY22.

Is the recovery picking up
momentum?

The MPC said recovery in ru-
raldemandis likely to bolster fur-
ther, while urban demand too is
gaining momentum as unlocking
spurs activity and employment.

What's the RBI's action plan?
TheRBIsaid it will continue to
respond to global spill-oversinor-
der to secure domestic stability
withits liquidity management op-

erations.

Fullreport on
www.indianexpress.com
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‘AGRICULTURE MINISTER IS ENGAGING WITH FARMERS’

Farm laws not done in a jiffy,
consultations took place at
various levels: Sitharaman

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday said the
farm laws, against which farmers
are protesting, were not passed in
ajiffy by the governmentand alot
of discussion and consultations
happened with numerous stake-
holders before these legislations
were finalised. She said the Centre
is engaging with farmers and ho-
ped some solution will be found.
“Under Prime Minister Naren-
draModi,alot of homework hap-
pens before a final call is taken on
anything. Consultations take place
atvarious levels. These are things
that have been in the discussion
for a very long time. Every party
has spoken about it, in fact these
reforms were part of their mani-
festos. It was not something done
in ajiffy ... these ideas have gone
through the grind,” Sitharaman
said, while addressing the
Hindustan Times Leadership
Summit via video conference.
She said the government has
extensively used the minimum
support price (MSP)to help farm-
ers, and both the MSP and APMC
(agricultural produce market
committee) system will continue
under the new regime as well.
Farmers from various states
are protesting around Delhi agai-
nstthe three agriculture laws pas-
sedinthe last Parliament session.
“If there are farmers who have
doubts and want to speak about
it,|am glad that the Agriculture
Minister is sittingand engaging in
meaningful conversation with
them with an open mind. I hope
something will come outof it,” she
said. There are indications that the
government could amend three
major provisions in the Farmers’
Produce Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act,
which are key to the most con-

AT RECORD CLOSING

VACCINE DETAILS YET TO BE ASCERTAINED

TO A query on whether the
Centre will allocate a
significantamount in the
FY22 Budget for Covid-19
vaccination, the Finance
Minister, at the Hindustan
Times Leadership Summit,
said exact details of the
costs involved are yet

tobe ascertained

tested legislation.

To a query on whether the
Centre will allocate a significant
amount in the FY22 Budget for
vaccination against Covid-19, the
Finance Minister said exact details
of the costs involved are yet to be
ascertained. “As of today, we do
not know what will be the details
that come with the vaccine,
whetheritwill be one dose or two
dose, are two doses going to be
sufficient, or will there be recur-
rence of doses after six months.”

Sitharaman highlighted that
the economy is recovering sharply
from effects of the pandemic, with
consumption demand expected
tosustainand investment picking
up going forward. Banks are see-
ing companies coming for fund-
ing for their capital expenditure
plans. With the recovery and lig-
uidity leading tobump upininfla-
tion, Sitharaman said she was not
“worried about inflation” as it
seems mostly seasonal and under
control as of now.

The Monetary Policy Commit-
tee of the Reserve Bank of Indiaon
Friday noted thatinflation s likely
to remain elevated, barring tran-
sient relief in the winter months
from prices of perishables. The RBI
has pegged CPlinflation at 6.8 per
cent for the third quarter of FY21,
5.8 per cent for Q4,and 5.2-4.6 per
cent in the first half of 2021-22,
with risks broadly balanced.

‘Attempts

to ensure
economy finds
resurgence’

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Friday
urged officials of the revenue de-
partment to support the govern-
ment’s efforts in reviving growth
of the Indian economy. Speaking
at the 63rd Founding Day of the
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), she said
India’s growth is important for
global economic revival as well.

The DRI officers should be on
their toes to help government’s
attempts to ensure that “the
Indian economy finds resur-
gence, revives even during this
pandemic, post the lockdown, so
that we can be the engine of the
global growth. We and our
growth is so important, being a
large democratic economy, for
the global revival,” she said while
addressing officers via video
conference.

The 800 lean and mean staff
of DRI has worked really hard,
and at times also faced point
blank gun threats in many cases,
toensure that the job is done ef-
fectively, she said. ENS

Sensex ends above 45,000-mark
buoyed by RBI policy decisions

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 4

THE RESERVE Bank decision to
keep policy rates unchanged and
maintain an accommodative
stance for the current and upcom-
ingyearboosted investor the sen-
timent, sending the benchmark
Sensex above the 45,000 level for
the first time. The 30-share index
soared 447 points to close at
45,079.55 and the NSE Nifty rose
125 points to 13,258.55 on hectic
buying support.

Broader markets too ended
with healthy gains of 0.4 per cent
and 0.5 per cent, respectively.
Banking, telecom and consumer
durables were top performers.
The BSE Bankex shot up by 2.14
per cent. Short-term bond yields
came down by 9-10 basis points.

Vinod Nair, head of research,
Geojit Financial services, said,
“Possibility for afurther rate cutin
near term can be ruled out, con-
sidering elevated inflation levels.
However, the RBl has ensured am-
ple liquidity support on a timely
basis.... Globally, renewed US stim-
ulus negotiation and vaccine roll-
out has underpinned optimism.”

ICICI Bank shares rose 4.2 per
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centand SBI gained 2.77 per cent.

Analysts said the dovish com-
mentary from the RBI and im-
proved growth outlook lifted the
sentiment. “With all the major
events behind us, we feel global
cues would dictate the market
trend ahead,” said Ajit Mishra,
VP—research, Religare Broking.

A section of investors attrib-
uted the current optimism to the
catch-up rally being played by
broader markets which are trying
to match their industry bellwet-
hers. “However, some sentimen-
tal credit for this upmove can be
given to the acceptance of
Pfizer-BioNTech Covid vaccine by
the UK government which would
surely play a remarkable role in
the concentrated efforts to over-
come the pandemic,” said Nirali
Shah, senior research analyst,
Samco Securities.

Brent moves
closer to $50/bbl

London: Brent crude oil fu-
turesrose tojust under $50a
barrel on Friday as expecta-
tions of aUS economic stim-
ulus package and hopes of a
vaccine for the coronavirus
overrode rising supply and
increased Covid-19deaths.A
bipartisan $908 billion coro-
navirus aid plan gained mo-
mentumin the US Congress.
Brent was up 42 cents at
$49.13 abarrel by 1619 GMT,
while US West Texas Interm-
ediaterose 46 cents to $46.10
a barrel. Both benchmarks
are set for a fifth straight
week of gains. REUTERS

CCI to launch study into impact of multiple
investments by PE firms in same sector

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

THE COMPETITION Commission
of India (CCI) is set to launch a
study into multiple minority in-
vestments by private equity (PE)
firms in the same sector, the regu-
lator’s Chairman Ashok Kumar
Gupta said on Friday. He noted
thatinvestments by private equity
players had surpassed strategic
FDIinvestments in India.

“The Commission has been
examining transactions of sub-10
percentinvestmentsin targeten-
terprise by private equity investors
where thereis evenasingle board
seat,” he said at a conference on
competition law organised by the

CCI Chairman Ashok
Kumar Gupta said
investments by PE firms
had surpassed strategic
FDIinvestments in India

Confederation of Indian Industry.
Gupta said the CCI had noted that
some investors had invested in
multiple firms of the same indus-
try and that the impact of com-
mon ownership by minority
shareholders across firms oncom-
petition needed to be understood.

The CCI chief noted that the
study would be aimed at gauging
the underlying incentives and
motivations of the common key

New Delhi

investors. “Itisimportant tolookat
the rights they get to protect the
legitimate financial interests, from
their shareholdings,and whether
these rights can translate into their
ability toinfluence the decision of
afirm,” said Gupta.

The Commission is also cur-
rently conducting amarket study
on the pharmaceutical sector, fo-
cussed on the distribution seg-
ment of the pharma market in
India, including discounts and
margins policies atwholesale and
retail levels of the distribution sys-
tem, and the role and impact of
trade associations on competition.

The CClhasimposed penalties
on many pharma trade bodies,
such as the Madhya Pradesh
Chemists and  Druggist

Association, and the Federation of
Gujarat State Chemists and
Druggists Association.

On the e-commerce sector,
Guptasaid that amassing of huge
data by first movers to the detri-
ment of new entrants and con-
sumers, and the phenomenon of
‘winners take all’ posed objective
challenges before the competition
authorities. He noted that key
competition issues that arose in
the CCI's market study on e-com-
merce — including lack of plat-
form neutrality, unfair platform
business contract terms, existence
of platform parity clauses and ex-
clusive agreements — and deep
discounting were aresult of dispa-
rity inbargaining power between
platforms and other businesses.
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E-OPEN TENDER NOTICE
E-TENDER Notice NO. EL-50-DNR-OPEN-
23-2020-21, The Divisional Railway
Manager, E.C. Railway, Danapur for and on
behalf of the President of India is inviting
online (E-Tendering) Open from the reputed
contractors working in State/Central Govt
having valid Electrical contractor license for
the required voltage level issued by
State/Central Govt licensing board for the
following work fulfilling the Eligibility Criteria
and terms, conditions mentioned in tender
document. Tender No. EL-50-DNR-OPEN-
23-2020-21 1. Name of work with its
location: Electrical (G) related works for
setting of quick watering arrangement at
Patna Jn. 2 Approx cost of the work (NIT
value): 14142306.00/- 3. Earnest money to
be deposited: 220700.00/- 4. Date & time
for online submission and closing of all
above tenders: On 28.12.2020 up to 12.00
Hrs. 5. Website particulars, notice board
location where complete details of tender
can be seen and address of the Office
from where all the above tender forms
can be seen: CRIS website http:/iwww.
ireps.gov.in Office of the Sr. DEE (G)/DNR,
D.R.M. Building, 1st Floor, East Central
Railway, Danapur. NOTE: All corrigendum
will be uploaded on website before 15 days,
ifrequired.

Divisional Railway Manager (Elect/G),
E.C.Rly., Danapur.
PR/1054/DNR/EGEN/T/20-21/52

E-Open Tender Notice
OPEN TENDER Batch No: 52/20, dated:
03.12.2020 E-Tender Notice for supply of
materials-"participation in through" web
portal of IREPS -www.ireps.gov.in offers
are invited for supply of the following
materials: The closing time for all tenders is
at 14.00 hr.  SLNo. 01 Tender No:
04203997 Brief Description: Inhbitor
Corrosion Quantity: 6000 Ltrs. Published
onltime: 02.12.20/14:48:22 Closing on:
04.01.21 Fund : Fund is available. SI.No. 02
Tender No: 14205022A Brief Description:
Jointless Grooved Copper Contact wire
Quantity: 708.474 MT Published on/time:
26.11.20/14:02:09 Closing on: 28.12.20
Fund: Fund is available. Participants are
required to submit their offer only on-line
through the web portal of IREPS-
www.ireps.gov.in before the closing date
and time. Other details regarding Consignee
and detailed description of stores are
available in tender document in tender
notice on the above portal.

For Principal Chief Material Manager
PR/1053/HQ/Store/T/20-21/40

E-Open Tender Notice
East Central Rail/Electrical(G)/Department
Open E-Tender Notice No.L-Open-20-21-
13, Dated:-02.12.2020, The Divl. Rly
Manager (Elect/G)/Sonpur for and on
behalf of the president of India invites
"Open E-Tender” for following works. The
last date of online E-Tendering is
30.12.2020 up to 12:00 Hrs. All Information
and tender documents related to E-Tender
is available on website www.ireps.gov.in
SI.No. 1. Name of Work: Provision of AT at
different stations over Sonpur division.
Approx. Cost (in Rs.): 4000562.00/-
Earnest Money (in Rs.): 80000.00/- Cost
of Tender document (in Rs.) (Non-
refundable): 00.00 The above Tender
notice is available on Website:
www.ireps.gov.in RIGHT OF RAILWAY
TO DEAL WITH TENDER. Railway
Administration reserves the right to
postpone/modify or to cancel the tenders
without assigning any reason.

Divisional Railway Manager (Elect./G)

East Central Railway/Sonpur
PR/1052/SEE/EGEN/T/20-21/40

Stay protected from Corona
NO CARELESSNESS

Stay protected from Corona
Wear your mask properly
Frequently wash your hands with soap

NO CARELESSNESS

“STOP CORONA — WEAR MASK, FOLLOW PHYSICAL DISTANCING & MAINTAIN HYGIENE”
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (EAP)-I

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT OF NCT DELHI

501, VARUNALAYA PHASE-I, KAROL BAGH NEW DELHI-110005

Press NIT NO:- 02 & 3 (2020-21)

and Maintenance of Transmission & Distribution Pipes,
Pumping Stations, Service Connections and Consumer
Meters with DMA formation and NRW Reduction in
Chandrawal WTP Command Area, Package — 4 (East)".

S. Name of Work Amount put to Earnest Money (EMD) and Date of release of |Last date/ time
No. tender Tender fees tender in E- of receipt of
Procurement solution tender
1 |"Improvement of Water Supply System including Operation |Civil- Rs.8990.71 |EMD Rs.240 lakhs (Rs. 20.00 Tender ID no. 08.01.20 21 up

lakhs E&M-
3234.00 lakhs

O&M- Lump Sum |Tender Fee Rs.1500 /-

lakhs through RTGS and balance
in form of Bank Guarantee (BG)

2020_DJB_197145_1 to 3:00 PM

Dated: 03.12.2020.

N

“Improvement of Water Supply System including Operation

and Maintenance of Transmission & Distribution Pipes,
Pumping Stations, Service Connections and Consumer
Meters with DMA formation and NRW Reduction in
Chandrawal WTP Command Area, Package - 3 (Central)".

Civil- Rs.44895.30
lakhs E&M-
4439.23 lakhs

O&M- Lump Sum |Tender Fee Rs.1500 /-

EMD Rs.772 lakhs (Rs. 20.00
lakhs through RTGS and balance
in form of Bank Guarantee (BG)

Tender ID no.
2020_DJB_197197_1
Dated: 04.12.2020.

11.01.20 21 up
to 3:00 PM

Pre-bid meeting will be held on 14.12.2020 at 11:00 A.M. in the Conference Hall, Varunalya Phase-II, Jnandewalan, Karol Bagh,
New Delhi-110005.The NIT is available with bid forms and other details at http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in. Any future
amendment/ corrigendum, pre-bid reply etc. can only be seen on website.

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) Sd/-
Advt. No. J.S.V. 248(2020-21) EE(EAP)-I
=1 L o L= L2 1T -3 *
._::.'."-"\- EXECUTIVE ERNGINEER =
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NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

E-NIT S. No. 75/PHEP/Fresh of 2020-21

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of J&K e-tenders Fresh (Two cover System) on ltem Rate Basis includ-
ing the maintenance cost for a period of Three Years which includes 12 months of DLP are invited from Reputed
and resourceful contractors/ Firms/Companies/Joint Venture of repute in PWD or Equivalent in CPWD/
Railways and other state Governments for the following works, which should be uploaded on the Procurement web
portal http:/jktenders.gov.infor the subjected work(s) referred below to be received by the Executive Engineer Jal
Shakti (PHE) Department, Division Pulwama and as per the details mentioned in this e-tender notification and to

Stay protected from Corona
NO CARELESSNESS
UNTIL THERE IS A CURE

UNTIL THERE IS A CURE | |[UNTIL THERE IS A CURE

GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU

WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
LOWER CAUVERY BASIN CIRCLE, THANJAVUR.

TENDER DATE EXTENSION NOTICE

The last date for the receipt of Tenders for the works as called for by
Superintending Engineer, WRD., Lower Cauvery Basin Circle,
Thanjavur in NIT.No.7/2020-2021/LCBC/TNJ/DATED : 17.11.2020 are
extended for Package No.8 from 23.12.2020 to 29.12.2020, Package
No.1 & 3 from 23.12.2020 to 30.12.2020 and Package No.2 & 4 from
23.12.2020t0 31.12.2020.

Addenda, Corrigenda, Extensions, if any will be notified on the
www.tenders.tn.gov.website only. Bidders are requested to visit our

E-TENDERING
PRESS NOTICE

Executive Engineer, Civil Division No.
IV, Irrigation & Flood Control
Department Govt. of NCT of Delhi,
L.M. Build Office Complex, Shastri
Nagar, Delhi-31 invites on behalf of
President of India online Percentage
rate tender from approved and
eligible agency/firm/ contractors and
registered with of Irrigation & Flood
Control Department and any other
Registered firm/contractor from any
Government Department (CPWD,
Railway, MES & P&T) of Govt. of
India and Govt. registered security
agency (only for 2) upto3.00PM dated
on 10.12.2020 for the works:

H.O.A.: 2711 NON PLAN
(REVENUE) MAINTEANCE
DRAINAGE

1. NIT No. 48/ EE/CD-IV/IFC/2020-21
(ID No. 2020_IFC_196917_1)

Name of work: Repair of broken,
Damaged Boundary Wall both sides
(R/side, L/side) between RD Om to
RD 2400m & Providing and fixing of
M.S. Grill at RD 2400m & M.S. Gate
at various point of Karawal Nagar
Drain. Estimated Cost of Rs
44,62,783/-Earnest Money Rs
89,256/- period of completion 90 days

HO.A.: 2711 NON PLAN
(REVENUE) MAINTEANCE
DRAINAGE

2. NIT No. 49/ EE/CD-IV/IFC/2020-21
(ID No. 2020_IFC_196924_1)

Name of work: Deployment of
Security guard for Site Stores at Shiv
Vihar Tiraha & Khajoori Khas of Civil
Division No. IV , I&FC Department,
GNCTD. Estimated Cost of Rs
14,81,645/- Earnest Money Rs
29,633/- period of completion 365
days

H.O.A.: DEVELOPMENT
UNAUTHORIZED COLONIES
3. NIT No. 50/ EE/CD-IV/IFC/2020-21
(ID No. 2020_IFC_196995_1)

Name of work: Repair | Restoration of
damaged streets, side drains and
outfalling drain of Buland Masjid area
in Shastri Park, Extnsion colony in
Gandhi Nagar Assembly
Constituency AC-61 (Regn No 16)
including maintenance for 5 years.
(Balance Work) Estimated Cost of Rs
1,22,25,714 /-Earnest Money Rs
2,44,415/- period of completion 90

OF

days

H.O.A.: 2711 NON PLAN
(REVENUE) MAINTEANCE
DRAINAGE

4. NIT No. 51/ EE/CD-IV/IFC/2020-21
(ID No. 2020 IFC_197030_1)
Name of work: Disposal of excavated
desilted earth, silt, garbage, house,
waste lying between RD om to RD
980m of Escape Drain No.1 to
Karawal Nagar Drain between RD
1300m to RD 1600m (R/s) for
strengthening bank and EDMC
Sanitary Land Fill/authorized Village
Singhola (Khampur/Tikri) near DJB
Sewage Treatment Plant. Estimated
Cost of Rs 23,98,364/- Earnest
Money Rs 47,967/- period of
completion 60 days
Note: 1) The enlistment of the
contractors should be valid on the last
date of opening of tender. In case
only the last date of opening of tender
is extended, the enlistment of
contractor should be valid on the
original date of opening of tenders.
2) The following Scanned copies are
required to be uploaded: - (i)Scanned
Copy of GST Registration.(ii)
Scanned copy of Registration of
enlistment in the appropriates
class.iii) Scanned Copy of EMD. (iv)
Copy of Pan Number.(v)Valid Mobile
Number, WhatsApp Number and E-
mail ID. (vi) Scanned copy of ESI and
EPF registration (vii) Scanned copy
of Registration with Home
Department GNCT of Delhi (only for
2) (viii) Audited balance sheet & Profit
and Loss Account of last three years
(only for2) (ix) The firm/agency must
enclose certificate valid only on Rs.
10/- stamp paper indicating that there
is not criminal/legal suit and black
listed by any central/state/university/
autonomous organization pending or
contemplated against them (not more
than 3 months) (only for 2)
(3) EMD's in the form of DD/FDR in
favour of EE, CD-IV may be
submitted in the O/o of EE, CD-IV
physically upto 3.00 P.M.in the date of
opening tender. If the same shall not
be deposited physically, the tender
shall be treated as cancelled. The
Detail of above mentioned work can
be seen and downloaded from website
http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
4) No manual tender shall be
accepted; only tender submitted
through e-procurement portal shall be
considered.
Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

DIP/Shabdarth/0469/20-21

website regularly for any amendment of the present bid till finalization of
bidding process. Superintending Engineer, WRD.,

DIPR/4506/TENDER/2020 Lower Cauvery Basin Circle, Thanjavur.
&

JAMMU & KASHMIR POLICE HEADQUARTERS

Phone/Fax No. : 0194-2443031/2443032 (Sgr)  Website: www.jkpolice.gov.in
0191-2459029/2459255 (Jmu)  E-mail: phgjk@nic.in

Addendum Notice

Below mentioned insertions are hereby made in e-NIT No. 35 of 2020 dated
27.08.2020 floated by this Hars for the installation of CCTV Surveillance system in Police
Statlons and Police Posts as under:

Clause 33 During the technical evaluation of bids, the concerned committee will
take into account relevant parameters and guidelines of GFR 2017 including recent
insertion of Rule 144(XI) in GFR 2017 issued by Ministry of Finance, Public
Procurement Division vide Order No. 6/18/2019-PPD dated 23.07.2020.

2. Clause 34:The Code of integrity clause as mandated vide rule 175 (1) & (2) of GFR
2017 is to be adopted by both the procuring authority and the bidder in letter and
spirit. The bidders may refer CVC’s communication No. 007/VGL/033/396514 dated
28.09.2018 for integrity pact.

The other terms and conditions of the NIT shall remain the same.

Sd/- Rayees Mohammad Bhat (IPS)
AIG(Provision & Transport),
For Director General of Police, J&K Jammu.

No: Prov-ll/Elect-30/2020-21/51790-800
Dated: 26.11.2020
DIP/J-8066/20

SEARCH FOR MISSING GIRL

General Public is hereby informed that =2y —
one girl (depicted in the photo)
namely Jyoti @ Ishu D/o Sh. Rajeev
Kumar R/o H. No. G-123, Gurudwara
Wali Gali, Jagat Puri, Near Shiv Mandir,
Delhi Aged- 19 Years has been
reported missing since 26.11.2020
from her house vide DD No. 79A Dated
26.11.2020 registered at Police Station
Jagat Puri, Delhi. Her physical
descriptionis as under:-

Complexion: Shallow, Height: 52", Face: Round, Built:
Medium, Wearing: Blue coloured jeans-top-jacket and
shoes in feet.

Any person having any information/Clue about this
missing girl, may inform SHO, Jagat Puri, Delhi at E-mail :
cic@cbi.gov.in or website : http://cbi.nic.in Sd/-
Tele No. : 011-24368638 or 24368641 SHO, Jagat Puri, Delhi

FAX No. : 011-24368639 011-22420362, 22420363
DP/285/SHD/2020 Mob.: 7065036023

Mahatma Gandhi State Institute of Public Administration, Punjab
Institutional Area, Sector 26, Chandigarh 160019, India
Phone: +91-172-2793589/91 | Fax: +91-172-27989/90 Extn: 400
Email: helpdesk.mgsipa@punjab.gov.in |
Website: https://mgsipa.punjab.gov.in
Notice Inviting e-Tender
[Ref. No. E-174761/2020-21/3431, 04-12-2020]

Online bids are invited in electronic tendering system from the reputed
firms/ contractors for the contract of “Housekeeping and Maintenance
of Hostel and Faculty Rooms" in MGSIPA.
Important Dates
Publishing Date and Time
Document Download/ Sale Start Date and Time
Document Download/ Sale End Date and Time
Bid Submission Start Date and Time
Bid Submission End Date and Time
Bid Opening Date and Time

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS

1. The tender documents can be downloaded from website
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

2. For any clarification/ difficulty regarding e-tendering process, the
firms/ contractors can contact on 0172-2970263, 0172-2970284.

3.  Any corrigendum/addendum/corrections, if any, shall be published
on the website (https://eproc.punjab.gov.in) only.

4. Bidders shall have to pay the fees (earnest money, document fee
and processing fee, etc.) through online mode as mentioned on e-
portal https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

5. MGSIPA reserves the right to scrap the e-tendering process at any
stage without assigning any reason.

Jyoti @Ishu

Tel.:

e

05.12.2020 09.00 AM
05.12.2020 09.00 AM
28.12.2020 01.00 PM
05.12.2020 09.00 AM
28.12.2020 01.00 PM
28.12.2020 03.00 PM

SCS-cum-DG

11329/PB

OFFICE OF THE DIVISIONAL MANAGER CTU & DIRECTOR
TRANSPORT, UNION TERRITORY, CHANDIGARH
No. 11936/Acctt(H)/CTU/2020 Dated, Chandigarh, the 03.12.2020

E-Auction Notice

Chandigarh Transport Undertaking is going to hold E-
Auction on dated 16.12.2020 for various categories of obso-
lete/unused spare part (scrap) and condemned buses/ Pre-con-
demned buses and staff cars as per annexure ‘A’ and ‘B’ through
M/s MSTC Ltd. (A Govt. of India Enterprise), Telephone
Exchange Building 2nd Floor, Sector-5, Panchkula (Haryana).
The quantity of condemned and pre-condemned buses, staff
cars and obsolete/unused spare parts of old model buses cate-
gory wise lying at the location of CTU Workshop, Depot no. |, Il
& Il and U.T. Secretariat Chandigarh, are available on M/s
MSTC Ltd. website as well as on office website i.e. chdctu.gov.in
and the link provided for e-Auction website & can also be
checked/seen physically before the start of auction on any work-
ing day by contacting Nodal Officer (Sh. J.B. Sharma,
Accountant (H), Mob: 94175-24603). All the interested/prospec-
tive bidders are requested to participate in the e-Auction
through the website www.mstcindia.co.in and www.mstcecom-
merce.com after getting registered with M/s MSTC Itd.

General Term & Conditions: The payment & e-Auction terms
shall be applicable as per the procedure laid down by M/s MSTC
Ltd. which is available at their website. The bidders are also
informed that the condemned/ pre-condemned buses, staff cars
and obsolete/unused spare parts of old model buses will be
allowed to be lifted only AS IS AND WHERE IS BASIS after
completing all Office formalities. Sd/-

General Manager-I,
For Divisional Manager CTU &
Director Transport, Union Territory,

Chandigarh.

http://jktenders.gov.in.

whom all the terms and conditions of detailed e-NIT /Tender Documents/ PWD Form No:- 25 double are accepted. The
detailed tender document and Specifications etc. can be downloaded on

The cost of tender documents (Non-refundable/Non-Transferable) should be in the shape of e-Challan or Treasury
Challan/Receipt in favour Executive Engineer Jal Shakti (PHE) Department, Division Pulwama.

the e-procurement

portal

S. | Name of Work

No,| Cost

Estimated

(Tin lacs)

EMD
(in%)

Time of
comp-
letion

Cost of
TD

(in%)

Class of
Contract

1. | Retrofitting of Water Supply Scheme Bon Koil by way of providing, laying
& fitting of Gl pipes, including electrical and mechanical works including
installation of 132 No. FHTC's for Bon Koil including maintenance for a
period of three years which includes DLP of 12 months.

21.85

43700 800 30 days

B&C

2. | Retrofitting of Water Supply Scheme Nowhar Malpora by way of provid- 16.97
ing, laying & fitting of Gl pipes, including P/F of sanitary items, providing
rolling shutters, septic tank , soakage pit and desilting of structures, elec-
trical/ mechanical works including installation of 76 No. FHTC's for
Nowhar Malpora which includes maintenance for a period of three years
which includes DLP of 12 months.

33940 800 30 days

B&C

3. | Retrofitting of Water Supply Scheme Tahab old by way of providing, lay-
ing & fitting of Gl pipes, including dismantling of CCA Truss over RCC SR,
providing RCC jacketing to existing SR, construction of wooden trusses
over existing quarter, providing sanitary fitting to washroom, construction
of ring type soakage pit and septic tank, mechanical and electrical works
including installation of 299 No. FHTC's for Tahab old including mainte-
nance for a period of three years which includes DLP of 12 months

45.14

90280 | 1100 | 60 days

A&B

4. | Retrofitting of Water Supply Scheme Wakherwan by way of construction
of RCC jacketing to existing SR including replacement of sluice chamber,
construction of chain link fencing, providing, laying and fitting of Gl pipes
and including electrical/ mechanical works by way of supply/ installation,
testing and commissioning of pumping equipment’s and other electrical
works at Renzipora including installation of 127 No. FHTC's for
Wakherwan including maintenance for a period of 3 years which includes
12 months DLP.

53.05

106100 | 1600 | 60 days

AAY

Position of Funds: -Available; Major Head of Account: Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)

schedule of dates given below: -

The Bidding documents consisting of eligibility criteria, specification, drawings, bill of quantities (B.O.Q) set of terms & con-
ditions of contract and other details can be seen/ downloaded from the e-procurement Portal “http:/jktenders.gov.in"as per

S. No. | Description Date Time

DD MM YYYY
1 Publishing date of NIT 04 12 2020 1400 Hrs
2 Download start date 04 12 2020 1400 Hrs
3 Bid submission start date 04 12 2020 1400 Hrs
4 Bid submission end date 18 12 2020 1600 Hrs.
5 Bid opening date (Technical Cover) 19 12 2020 1000 Hrs.

No: -PHEP/4708-19
Dated:- 04-12-2020

Other terms and conditions are mentioned in the detailed Tender Document attached.
For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor UT of Jammu & Kashmir

Executive
(JSD) PHE Div,

Sd/-
Engineer,
, Pulwama

NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN-E-TENDER NOTICE
The Sr. Divisional Engineer-lll, Northern Railway, and Delhi Division invites
E-Tender for the following work.

TRR(S) with 60Kg/52Kg rails, 7.678Km under ADEN/NDLS
and TRR(S) 6.398 under ADEN/DLI

Name of Work

Approximate Cost
of work

372,85,138.71 (Rs. Seventy two Lakh Eighty Five Thousand
One Hundred Thirty Eight & Seventy One Paise only)

%1,45,700 (Rs. One Lakh Forty Five
Thousand Seven Hundred Only)

%0.00/-
29.12.2020 @ 15:00 Hrs.

Earnest Money to be deposited

Cost of tender document

Date & Time of submission of
tender bid and opening of Tender

Website particulars where complete www.ireps.gov.in

details of tender documents can be seen

« The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement system
(IREPS) site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender system.

« Forallterms and conditions please refer tender document.

« Nomanual offers are acceptable.

« Cost of tender document and Earnest money will be acceptable through net
banking or payment gateway only.

No.: 128-W/280/e-Tender Notice/NIT/31/2020-21/W-3 Dated : 04.12.2020

APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION

General public is hereby informed that
one male namely Samsuddin S/o
Late Md. Yunus R/o Unknown. Age
about 67 years, Height 5'8", Face oval,
Complexion shallow, Built thin, wearing
Dharidar Kameez and Dark colour pant
was found dead Near Shauchalaya,
infront of PS Anand Vihar, Delhi on
30.11.2020.

In this regard a DD No. 76-A dated 30.11.2020 has been
lodged at PS Anand Vihar, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about this
deceased person may kindly inform to the undersigned at
the address or telephone nos. given below.

Samsuddln

SHO
PS Anand Vihar, Delhi
Ph. 011-21210294, 21210296

DP/290/SHD/2020

Punjab Sl Power Comaration Limied

= PsPeL

Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala - 147001
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website: www.pspcl.in
(O/o CE/TS, B-1, Shakti Vihar, Patiala)

OPEN e-TENDER NOTICE

Online Tenders are invited for the supply of the following
material as per Tender Specification No 219/2020 of
PSPCL:-

Item | Description Qty |Enquiry| Last date | Last date Date &
No. (KGs)| No/ | &time for | & time for | time of
Year. |download- | bid sub- | opening
ing of mission of bids
tenders
1. Manufacturing,| 1000 219/ |22.12.2020 | 23.12.2020 | 24.12.2020
Testing and supply| KG 2020 |11.00 AM. | 11.00 A.M. | 11.30 A.M.
(FOR destination at
any place in Punjab)
of 1000 Kg SF6 Gas
in 100 Nos cylinders
each of 10 Kg capac-
ity for use in existing
33/66KV SF6
Breakers of various
makes installed at
various sub stations
in PSPCL.
EMD Rs. 22,000/-
Minimum EMD Rs. 10,000/-

Detailed NIT and Specifications may be downloaded from
PSPCL e-Tendering website: https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

The prospective bidders may contact customer care of above cited web-
site in case of any difficulty.

It is informed that in case tender process is not completed
due to any reason, No CORRIGENDUM will be published in
newspapers. Details regarding corrigendum may be seen on
PSPCL e-tendering website https://eproc.punjab.gov.in.

Sd/-
Dy. CE/Sub-Station Design
PSPCL, Patiala.

C 363/2020
113272/Pb

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE

(Through e-tendering)
Tender No. 558-Sig-16-M-TENDER-1356 Dated: 03.12.2020

Name of work with its Signaling work in connection with Provision of Railway
location siding at Naultha Railway station of Delhi Division.

App. Cost of the work (%) [T 58,44,140/- only

Earnest Money Deposit(Z) |3 1,16,900/-only

Address of the office Senior Divisional Signal & Telecom Engineer-C,
Northern Railway, 3rd Floor, Annexe-1, DRM Office,
New Delhi-110055.

Date & Time for upload the
tender / closing of tender

Tender uploading / closing date & time-
30.12.2020 up to 15.00 hrs.

Website particular & notice|
board location where
complete details of the
tender can be seen etc.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

A_P.TOWNSHIP & INFRASTRUCTUR
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMI
4th Floor, Bus Bhavan, Vijayawada, Andhra Prades
Notification No.EOI/01/APTIDCO Dt:03.12.2020
APTIDCO Limited is constructing houses under AHP, PMAY (U) in the State of
Andhra Pradesh and intended to provide Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs) as
part of physical infrastructure in the colonies and calling for Expression of
Interest (EOI) from the interested candidates in sealed covers in 25 locations
across the Andhra Pradesh State. Details will be available in APTIDCO website
www.aptidco.com and for any clarifications please Contact. 9701242200.
Last date of submission of EOI is 14th December 2020 upto 14.00hrs. Sealed
Envelop containing EOIl and Non refundable fees Rs.10,000/- by way of DD in
favour of Managing Director, APTIDCO payable at Vijayawada.

Sd/- Chief Technical Officer, APTIDCO, Vijayawada
DIPR No.487PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2020-21, Dt.04/12/2020

ARTIFICIAL LIMBS MANUFACTURING CORPORATION OF INDIA
(A GOVERHMENT OF [HDWA URCERTAKING MINIRETHA COMPARY)
[UHDER MINGTRY OF 201N THE & EMPOWERMENT]
[#An 190 Q001 5 Campanyl

See the Northern Railway website www.ireps.gov.in &
Notice board at S&T branch, 3 Floor, DRM office,
State Entry Road, New Delhi-110055

2708/20

G T.Read, Naramau Kanpur-2edi7T

dimoecn Emadl; mm_oficei@alimocin, smmmigaimooin
512277037, Ph. ZTT0A T4, TOLL FREE NO. 18011305423

E-FROCUREMENT OPEN TENDER NOTICE Ho, MM:DT/31 to 30/AY
Oiiline B3ls {Technical & Frice Bid) ara inyiled Trom well aslabi=had

& repubed Manulacturars'supplars for supply of llem as par detalls
indigaied oo

55 Tender Ha. | B=m fippx Digpe gt
MNo. Estimetad of Opesing
Walua ol of Tertdar
Mataal (Teshnical
(A&, In Lakh| | -3id]
01 | WRLOTatAY | Sperdaches For SenicrCigen | 45980 (28123020
AT Crrebral Palsy [CP) Char Ty i
0z | KROTIRAY Whis! Chiir Wi Commodn 3E06E (29122020
03 | MAOTAEAY | Packing Corine 23T AR 12020
0 | MADTEAY | ool Bools & Ko Cop 23.00 k12,2020
05 | KRIENAT |MSIED ER 55800 BR300
05 | WRUOTSAEWY |8V Fens 300,00 |28.12.2020
L P e T i 3
OF | KEAOTANAY Sy e B07E A0 12,2020
05 | MMOTIEY [WhestAssy For Tands 4348 [31.12.0020
02 | Moty |Sotke Spudet Frethed] . e 134 42,2020
™ 14 Pozal Crark 176,25 <

Iivtg g Tandunsrs mey doyrvodd s terdsr document Tnoen ALIMCS
wabsile www.allmeo.in (for refarence aaly) and CFPF
websbehtpseprocure gowinleprocurelapp. Tender Fee of A
G- a5 par Tandsr Terms 30 be subeniied Thoogh Pagmant Galeway
availabls 2t wwasalimomin, Al SSUMSE wencors are avermpisd fom
tandar tea cnaubmission of valid Udyog Aadhar Mamecandum [LAR)
Tersdeeers are requesied loosusmi their OffersBids Onime trough
E-Tendaing Procaas oy on lflgeifegreciine gavinlajescuraiapp
and send ariging hand copy ol Onkne Paymens Receiplof Terndes fex and
Snnnplka, of paquitad o maach ALC0 alfce on odbalonn Bid si-badagicn
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UNIVERSITY COMPUTER CENTER
MOHANLAL SUKHADIA UNIVERSITY,
UDAIPUR-313001
Email: uni.cc@mlsu.ac.in Website: www.mlsu.ac.in
No.: MLSU/UCC/RUSA /2020/02-13  Dated: 03-12-2020

NOTICE INVITING E-BID

Twelve (12) Single stage online unconditional Bids
under Two-Cover system are invited for Supply,
Installation and Commissioning of various ICT
items (Total estimated cost Rs.-3,06,50,000/-)
under various projects of RUSA 2.0. For details
visit the websites https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in/
https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in/www.mlsu.ac.in

NIB Code UBN No.

SUU2021A0061 SUU2021GSRC00109
SUU2021A0060 SUU2021GLRC00108
SUU2021A0071 SUU2021GSRC00118
SUU2021A0070 SUU2021GSRC00117
SUU2021A0069 SUU2021GSRC00116
SUU2021A0067 SUU2021GSRC00114
SUU2021A0063 SUU2021GSRC00110
SUU2021A0064 SUU2021GSRCO00111
SUU2021A0065 SUU2021GSRC00112
SUU2021A0062 SUU2021GSRC00119
SUU2021A0066 SUU2021GLOB00113
SUU2021A0068 SUU2021GLRC00115

Director, University Computer Center , MLSU

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

The Executive Engineer, Mechanical Division No. Il
Irrigation & Flood Control Department, Govt. of NCT of
Delhi, I&FC Wing, Vikas Bhawan-Il, Civil Lines, Delhi
110054. Invites on behalf of the president of India, online
tender from specialized agencies or eligible contractors
of I&FC, M.E.S., Railways, CPWD & Deptt. of
Central/State Govt. (whose registration details have been
verified by the I&FC Deptt.) dealing with similar nature of
work for the following works:

N.O.W:- R/M of BEML 220 G for the year 2020-21. Sub
Work:- Repairing of Bucket and Crawler Track assembly
etc. of BEML-220 G Hydraulic Excavator No.16825 &
16827.

(H.O.A:- MH 2711 NON PLAN ( Maintenance Drainage)
Estimated Cost: Rs. 7,48,319/- Earnest Money: Rs.
14,966/- Period of completion : (21) Days, Last date &
time of submission of tender: upto 3:00 p.m on
08/12/2020. (Tender 1.D 2020_IFC_197072_1)

Note 1) The Tender forms and other details can be
obtained from the website
http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

IMehrazuddin alias
Maharajuddin S/o Late Mohd
Rahim R/0 House No0.C-997,
Street No.16, Shri Ram Colony,
Khajoori, Dayalpur, North East
Delhi-110094 have changed my
name to Mehrajuddin for all
purposes. 0040556790-1

I, Aditya J George S/0 Jiju
George, R/0 Keezhakathu
veedu,Pathirapally P
0,Alappuzha,Kerala-688521,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
AdityaJ. 0070722871-1

I Parmijit Singh S/o Surinder
Singh R/0 G-56/A, First Floor,
Kiran Garden, Uttam Nagar,
New Delhi-110059 changed my
name to Paramjit Singh

0070722899-1

IRavi Nankani S/o0 Mahadev
Nankani & Nanki Nankani R/o
B-43 Upper GroundFloor, Part-
1, Vishnu Garden, New Delhi-
110018.Do here by declare that
Nanki &Nanki Nankaniis
same/one person.

0040556792-1

l, Swarn Singh Grewal,
S/o0.Naginder Singh, R/0. A-
13,Tower-14, Type-3, Kidwai
Nagar East, New Delhi-110023,
have changed my name from
Swarn Singh Grewal to Swarn
Singh. 0040556857-3

1, Sudha Rani W/o Dr. Jaswant
Singh Lohia R/0 H.No0.222-C,
Shahpur Jat, New Delhi-110049
has changed my name from
Sudha Rani to Sudha Rani
Lohia for all future purposes.

0040556899-1

I, Subhash Chandra Gupta, S/O-
Late ShriNainu Singh, R/0-D-
83A,Sector-15,Noida,Disstt.-
Gautam Budh Nagar,UP.,have
changed my name to Subhash
Chander for all purposes.

0040556893-1

l, Smt. Naresh Tomar spouse of
ShriSatyavir Singh Tomar r/o
NP-59, Maurya Enclave,
Pitampura, Delhi, have
changed my name from Smt.
Naresh Tomar to Naresh
Kumari Tomar as per affidavit
dt.-26-Nov-2020. 0040556875-7

Itis for general information
that I,Rampyari Sachdeva,W/o
Late.Hans Raj Sachdeva,D/o
Jairam Dass,R/0-
H.No0.6/24.Gali.N0.04,Vishwas-
Nagar,Shahdara Delhi-
110032,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly
written as RampyariDeviin
my Family Pension Payment
Order No0.103023/2330.The
actual name of mineis
Rampyari Sachdeva which
may be amended accordingly.

0040556875-9

Itis for general information
that I,Neena Jain,D/o
Late.Suresh Chand,W/o
Late.Virender Kumar Jain,R/0-
46/1-B, Gali.No.15,East Azad-
Nagar,Delhi-110051,declare
that name of mine has been
wrongly-written as Alpana
Jainin my CBSE-Certificate.
The actual-name of mine is
Neena Jain which may be
amended accordingly.

0040556875-8

IL,kumari Kanchan
mala,Kanchan bala,Kanchan
senger,Kanchan Singh,w/o-
Sanjeev senger, Add-RZH-
65A,gali.no.21,Pul-
Prahaladpur,delhi-110044,cha
nged my name to Kanchan.

0040556893-6

I,Sandeep Kumar S/o Meer
Singh Employed as Assistant
Commandant/Exein Central
Industrial Security Force
(MHA) at CISF Unit ASG
Kolkata, NSCBI Airport,
Kolkata, West Bengal -700052
and Resident of Vill and Post-
Khera Khurampur, Dist-
Gurugram, Haryana-122506,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known As
Sandeep Lamba. 0070722915-1

I,Radhay Shyam,S/o Laxman
Dass R/0-E-355 Mandir
Marg,Chhajjupur,
Babatpur,Shahdara Delhi-
110032,have changed my
name to Radhey Shyam,for all
purposes. 0040556893-7

I,Priyanshu Vimal D/O Vikash
kumar, R/0 MI1G-89 Argora
Housing Colony, Argora,
Doranda, Ranchi, Doranda,
Jharkhand, 834002 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Anaya
Sinha. 0070722874-1

I,Janne Joi Sai Babu,S/0
Jagannath Sai Babu,R/0 Q-
1402,Stellar Jeevan Society,
Near-Bisrakh-Village,Noida
Extn,UP,have changed my
name to Janme Joy Sai Babu.

0040556893-3

I,Hemanshu Duttaram,S/o Raj
Pal R/0-Basayach Jansath
Muzaffarnagar-251314,UP,
have changed my nameto
Himanshu Kamboj.

0040556893-4

I,Ashok Kumar Yadav,S/0
Sh.Sukhdev Yadav,R/O-
H.No.10, Gali.no.5 Mawal-Road
Sai-Nagar Kheri
Kalan(113)Faridabad
Haryana-121002,have changed
my name to Ashok Yadav,for
all purposes.My DOB is-
25.06.1986. 0040556875-6

I,Army No.-14653540N,NK
Pradip Banduri, S/o.Late Ratan
Chandra Banduri,
R/0.QTR.No0.P-1/8,CMP
Line(TG-HQ-EME),Sadar
Bazar, Delhi Cantt.-110010,
have changed my daughter
name,from JAGRATI BANDURI,
to ARNISTHA BANDURI(DOB-
04.08.2020), in my service-
records, Affidavit.No.(IN-
DL13353895569854S)

0040556857-1

I, Urmila Mishra W/o Govind
Ram Mishra, R/0-E-106, Sector-
22,Noida, G.B.Nagar, UP-
201301, declare that name of
mineis wrongly written-as
Urmila in my, Husband Military
Documents instead-of Urmila
Mishra. My Correct nameis
Urmila Mishra for all, future
purposes. 0040556857-6

I, Prahlad,S/o0 Pradeep
Tandon,R/o Flat No.33,Sanjay
Enclave-Bhalswa
Jahangirpuri, Delhi-
110033,have changed my
name to Himansh Tandon.

0040556893-5

I, PRIYANSHU MAHENDERA S/o0
HARISH KUMAR R/0-
HOUSE.NO-25,BHERA
ENCLAVE,PASCHIM
VIHAR,NEW DELHI-
110087,have changed my
name to PRIYANSHU
MAHENDRA for all future
purpose. 0040556875-5

I, Saurabh Rajendra Prasad
Taparia alias Taparia Sourabh
Rajendraprasad, S/O Rajendra
Prasad Taparia, R/o Flat No-D-
201, Konark Exotica, Kesnand
Road, Wagholi, Pune,
Maharashtra-412207, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as
Saurabh Taparia. 0070722886-1

I, Saransh Bukoliya S/o
Dharmendra Bukoliya R/0
Infront of Nisha Ladies Tailor,
Khasgi Bazar, Gird, Gwalior,
Lashkar, Madhya Pradesh-
474001, declare that name of
mine and my fatherand my
mother has been wrongly
Written as Saransh Bukoliya
and Dharmendra Bukoliya and
Rajkumar Bukoliya.ln my 10th
Certificate no-0172682.The
actual name of mine and my
father and my mother are
Saransh Sharmaand
Dharmendra Sharma and
Rajkumari Sharma, which may
be amended accordingly.

0070722877-1

I, Sanjay Sharma,S/0. Sh. Shiv
Kumar Sharma, R/0.A-50,
Kalyankunj, Barola, Sector-49,
Noida, GautamBudh Nagar,
UP-201301, have changed my
name, from Sanjay Sharmato
Sanjay Kumar Sharmain
future for all purpose.

0040556857-2

1, Sakshi W/o Sh.Ramesh R/o-
RZ-88,Pandit Mohalla,Saheed
Vill Paschim Vihar,New Delhi-
87,have changed my name
Soniato Sakshi for all future
purpose. 0040556875-4

1, Sakshi W/o Sh.Ramesh R/o0-
RZ-88,Pandit Mohalla,Saheed
Vill Paschim Vihar,New Delhi-
87,have changed my name
Soniato Sakshi for all future
purpose. 0040556875-4

l,Rajeev Kumar Singh S/o
Mabhavir Prasad Singh R/0 A-
10, Nanda Road, Adarsh Nagar,
Delhi-110033, that name of my
father has been wrongly
written as Janardan Prasad
Singhin my Pan Card Number:
BNGPS2582B. The actual name
of my father is Mahavir Prasad
Singh. 0070722876-1

I, RADHAKRISHNA
ADHIKARI,S/O RADHACHARAN
ADHIKARI,R/0 D2/A-75,
NANAKPURA, SOUTH-
MOTIBAGH,NEW DELHI have
changed my nameto
RADHAKRISHNA A.

0040556875-1

I, Priya Srivastava,D/o Dr.
Pramod Kumar, R/0.C3-101,
Lotus Pond, Vaibhav Khand,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, U.P.,
have changed my Minor son’s
name From Vedang Aggarwal
To Vedaang Srivastava and his
correct date-of-birth is 05-03-
2016. 0040556857-4

I, Veera Vali Ahuja,W/o Raj
Kumar Malik,R/0 2157,0utram-
Lane, Kingsway Camp,GTB
Nagar,Delhi-110009,have
changed my nameto Veera
Malik. 0040556875-3

I, Priya Srivastava, D/o Dr.
Pramod Kumar, R/0.C3-101,
Lotus pond, Vaibhav Khand,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, U.P.,
have changed my Minor
daughter’s name, From
Yeshna Aggarwal To Yeshna
Srivastava and her correct
date-of-birth is 05-03-2013.

0040556857-5

I, Prajapati Bakabhai Kanabhai
S/0 Kanabhai Bhudarbhai
Prajapati, R/0 Athamno Was,
Chibhda, Banaskantha, Gujrat,
385330, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
Known as Prajapati Rajkumar
Kanabhai. 0070722906-1

1,PARVEEN KUMARI,W/O
SUBEDAR GIRDHARI LAL,R/0
SANYARDI P.O0. TALYAHAR
TALIHAT(360)MANDI
HIMACHAL PRADESH-
175001,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO PRAVEEN KUMARI.
0040556291-2

I, PRIYANSHU MAHENDERA S/o
HARISH KUMAR R/0-
HOUSE.NO-25,BHERA
ENCLAVE,PASCHIM
VIHAR,NEW DELHI-
110087,have changed my
name to PRIYANSHU
MAHENDRA for all future
purpose. 0040556875-5

I, P.I. Surendran Pulickel Ittiman
S/o Pulikkal Govindan Ittaman
R/0451-C, Shipra Suncity,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad(U.P)
has changed my nameto
Pulikkal Ittaman Surendran for
all purposes. 0040556823-1

I, Murala Karthikeyaa S/O
Murala Naveen Kumar, R/0 42-
620/B Shiva Nagar First Right
After Renuka Yellamma
Temple Allwyn Colony
Kukatpally Medchal-
Malkajgiri, Telangana-500072,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be Known as
Murala Dhruvan Kartikeya.

0070722889-1

I, K Babitha Rathod alias
Romana Begum K. Babitha
Rathod D/o Vittal Rathod W/o
Mohammed Jahangir R/0 19-2-
180/146/A,N R Colony Near Zoo
Park Bahadurpura Hyderabad,
Pin-500064, Andhra Pradesh.
do hereby solemnly affirm and
declare that I have embraced
Hinduism and renounced
Islamreligion w.e.f.
08/11/2010. | have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Romana Begum.

0070722881-1

I, Jatinder Pal Singh Grover, S/o
Gurjeet Singh Grover,R/o WZ-
147-B, Street-8, Jail Road,
Shivnagar, Delhi-110058, have
changed my name to
JATINDER PAL SINGH

0040556795-1

I, HRANG THANHLIRI,D/O
HRANGDAILOVA,R/O D2/A-75,
NANAKPURA, SOUTH MOTI
BAGH, NEW DELHI,have
changed my name to
HRANGTHANHLIRI.

0040556875-2

I, Diwan Chand,R/0 7J Amrit
Puri A East of Kailash,Delhi-
65,have changed my minor
daughter’s name Vanshika
Diwan to Vanshika.

0040556893-10
I, Diwan Chand,R/0 7J Amrit
Puri A East of Kailash,Delhi-
65,have changed my minor
daughter’s name Vanshika
Diwan to Vanshika.

0040556893-2

I, Chandramati Rawat D/O Prem
Singh Rawat, . R/0 B-4846
Streetno.113/1 Sant Nagar
Near Kaushal Chowk Burari
North delhi-110084 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as
Priyanka Chauhan

0070722895-1

I, Bhupathi Muniraja S/O
Bhupathi Yarraiah, R/0 3-10,
Gowrishetty Gari palli,
Bodireddigaripalle, Chittoor,
Andhra Pradesh-517113, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Raja
Bhupathi. 0070722893-1

I, Aryan Mahajan S/O Amit
Gupta, R/o Bazpur Road
Kashipur,Uudham Singh Nagar
Uttarakhand-244713, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Aryan
Mahajann. 0070722891-1

I, Kumar Nisheet S/O Rajesh
Kumar,R/0H.n031/6 Type5,
Bsnl Colony Delhi-110001, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Nisheet
Kumar. 0070722897-1

I, Arvind S/O Ramdayal Jakhar,
R/0 House Babu Laxman Singh
Colony, outside Mahamandir
3rd pole, Jodhpur Kachery,
Rajasthan, 342006, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be Known as Arvind
Jakhar. 0070722884-1

I,Vandana Poudel,D/o Tara
Poudel,R/0 C-320,DDA-Janta-
Flats,Pocket-11 Jasola-Vihar
N.Delhi-25, I,have lost my 12th-
class certificate
Roll.N0.9737620,Year-2015,from
CBSE-Delhi.  0040556771-8

Lost my original DDA NOC for
Water & Electricity of my Flat
No.105, First Floor, Block-G,
Pocket-7,Sector-15, Rohini,
Delhi-110089. Finder may
Contact-Sunita Ranga atabove
noted address.

0040556797-1

Itis notified that my original
Admit Card, Mark Sheet,
Provisional and Character
Certificate of All India
Secondary School
Examination(AISSE) ofthe year
2019, bearing roll n0.3149046,
issued by CBSE has been
actually lost. Finders are
requested to handover the
same the undersigned
candidate. Sd/- SAGOLSEM
ETANU CHANU, Thoubal,
Athokpam-9612241025

0050172581-1

I, Bhagwati Devi, W/o Sh. Nawab
Singh, R/0 100G, Sector-7,
Jasola,New Delhi has lost the
original property documents
with power of attorney,General
power of attorney and will of
DDA SFS Flat No. 100G,
GroundFloor, Category-3,
Sector-7 JasolaNew Delhi.

0040556869-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform to the public atlarge that
we Mohd. Igbal S/o Niaz Mohammad and
Smt. Bilkeesh W/o Mohd. Igbal and all
other members of our family (brother and
sisters) R/o A-1, Street No.1, North West
Vinod Nagar, Delhi-110092 have severed
all their relations, whatsoever with their|
son Ali Hasan presently R/at Sahberi,
Noida, Uttar Pradesh-201009. We have
hereby also debarred him from all our|
movable-immovable properties with
immediate effect and any persons dealing
with him will be responsible and
accountable and will do at their own risk
and costs and consequences, we will not
be responsible for the same.
RAJNEESH ROSHAN (Advocate)
Enr. No.D-1123/11

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENT SMT. RAJINDER KAUR
BIRDI W/O SH SARWAN SINGH
BIRDI R/O E-2/186, SHASTRI
NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110052, HAVE
SEVERED ALL HER RELATIONS &
DEBARRED HER SON AMRINDER
SINGH BIRDI & HIS WIFE RAVINDER
KAUR FROM ALL HER MOVABLE &
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES DUE TO
THEIR HOSTILE/BAD BEHAVIOUR.
MY CLIENT IS NOT RESPONSIBLE

FOR ANY OF THEIR ACTS/DEEDS.
Sd/-
CHIRAG ARORA (ADVOCATE)
OFF: H-4/104, 1" FLOOR,
VARDHMAN NORTH EX PLAZA,
NETAJI SUBHASH PLACE,
PITAMPURA, DELHI

PUBLIC NOTICE

"My client Smt. Sunita Sood W/o Late
Sh. Vinod Kumar Sood R/o 10/19.
Railway Colony Kishan Ganj, Near
Kishan Ganj Railway Station, New
Delhi - 110007, has severed her
relation with her younger son Sh. Sahil
Mohindra, his wife Smt. Payal Puri
Mohindra. My client does hereby
disown and debar them from her all
movable and immovable properties.
My client shall not be responsible to
any one for any act of ommission or
commission done by her younger son
and his wife."

Sd/-

DIVIJ UPADHYAY (Advocate)
A-2/167, Janak Puri,

New Delhi-110058

LOST & FOUND

INehaalias Narbada D/o Sh.
Nathu Ram Lekhra W/o Sh.
Bhanwar Singh R/018/105,
Trilok Puri, East Delhi, Delhi-
110091 have changed my name
to Narbada for all purposes.

0040556790-2

I, Anju, Neeraj Yadav. R/0 EW.S
3511, AWAS VIKAS-3, Kanpur,
Kanpur nagar, Uttar pradesh-
208017 have changed my name
and shall hereafter be Known
as Archana Yadav.

0070722880-1

ItIs Notified For The
Information That My Original-
Qualifying Examination-
Certificate and-Marksheet of
Main-Secondary School-
Examination Class 10th Year-
2016 And Roll N0-8172951
Issued By C.B.S.E Has Been
Actually Lost.PRANJAL
MISHRA,R/0-D-3/7,RADIO-
COLONY,KINGSWAY-CAMP,
DELHI-110009, MOBILE.
8826938551. 0040556771-6

ItIs Notified For The
Information That My Original-
Qualifying Examination-
Certificate and-Marksheet of
Main-Secondary School-
Examination Class-10th,Year-
2017 And Roll.N0-8172819
Issued By C.B.S.E Has Been
Actually Lost.YAMINI
MISHRA,R/0O-D-3/7,RADIO
COLONY,KINGSWAY-
CAMP,DELHI-110009,
MOBILE.7011846032.
0040556771-7

Itis notified that my original
Admit Card, Mark Sheet,
Provisional and Character
Certificate of All India
Secondary School
Examination(AISSE) ofthe
year 2019, bearingroll
n0.3149046, issued by CBSE
has been actually lost. Finders
are requested to handover the
same the undersigned
candidate. Sd/- SAGOLSEM
ETANU CHANU, Thoubal,
Athokpam-9612241025

0050172581-1

1, Dr. Anjula Vij,D/0 Sh. J.P.
Vij,R/0 Pitampura,New Delhi
hereby notify that my original
MBBS Convocation Certificate
issued by Bangalore
University for the successful
completion of MBBS Degree at
M. S. Ramaih Medical College,
Bangalore REG.N0.96MC014,
Year-1995 to 2003 has lost.If
found,please contact-
9899120693. 0040556875-11

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
“Itis to inform to the public at large that
Mrs. Poonam Devi acquired ~ Land
measuring 37.5 sq. yds., out of Khasra
No.130-M, situated at village Sadarpur,
Pargana & Tehsil  Dadri, Distt.
Ghaziabad U. P, vide Sale Deed dated
12.10.1995 executed by Mr. Jeet Singh
and Mrs. Poonam  Devi is the
undisputed owner of above said
property till date. OR Any person/firm/
institution / company havingPany claim
orright in respect of the said Property by
way of inheritance, share, sale,
agreement, lease, license, gift,
possession, legal heirs, partners or
encumbrance howsoever or otherwise
is hereby required to intimate in writing
to the undersigned within 15 days from
the date of publication of this notice of
hisfheritheir share or claim, if any, with
all supporting documents at below
mentioned address. After expiration of
notice period, the claims, if any, of such
person shall be treated null and void and
also treated as waived and not binding
onourclient.

Ajay Kumar Giri - Advocate
H.No. 26/161, Basement, Vikram Vihar,
Lajpat Nagar 4, New Delhi 110024

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to General Public at
large that my client Sh. Ashok
Kumar S/o Late Sh. Kewal Ram and
Mrs. Anuradha Rani W/o Sh. Ashok
Kumar both residents of C-2/2, Rana
Partap Bagh, Delhi, are the absolute
owner and having clear right, title
and interest and possession in
respect of third floor with roof rights
of Plot No.88, Block-A, Municipal
No.6418, aera measuring 167.76 sq.
yds. i.e. 140.25 sq. mtr. situated in
the lay out plan of Northern City
Extension Scheme No.1, Colony
known as Kamla Nagar, Delhi. My
clients are the joint owners of the
above said property and the same
is free all sorts of encumbrances.
And if any person, authority,
i ial institution or bank
any objection with regard to the
ownership right to the said property
in the name of my client, please
contact my clients within Seven
Days from the date of publication as
my clients are going to apply for the
loan to Au small finance bank
against the said property.
Rajiv Kumar Jain (Advocate)
Off: Ch.No.691, Western Wing, Tis
Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

That on and behalf of my client Mr.
Manoranjan Bera S/o Shri L.K. Bera, &
Mrs. Archana Bera W/o Mr. Manoranjan
Bera. | hereby inform the general public
at large that my client Mr. Manoranjan
Bera & Mrs. Archana Bera have agreed
to purchase the property bearing
Municipal No. 11339, (14-A/4), situated
at W.E.A. Karol Bagh, New Delhi, from
Mr. Tejinder Pal Singh S/o Late Shri
Sobha Singh, & Mrs. Kulwant Kaur W/o
Mr. Tejinder Pal Singh, through the
medium of present public notice, it is
informed to all that if, anyone has any
objection, he/she/they can contact my
client Mr. Manoranjan Bera his mobile
No. 9899943012, within 7 days from the
date of issuing public notice, failing which
it will be presumed under law that no one
has any objection for the said property.
Sd/- Pramijit Singh (Advocate)
Off. 3417/2, D.B. Gupta Road,
Karol Bagh, New Delhi- 110005

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public is hereby informed that my client,
Dr. Bhawna Bhatia D/o Sh. D.N. Gaind
R/o 17, Tremore Way, Holland, OH
43528, USA has cancelled and revoked
General Power of Attorney dated
11.08.2018, executed by her in favour of
Dr. Anil Bhatia S/o Mr. P.L. Bhatia R/o E-
160, Ground Floor, Greater Kailash-Il,
New Delhi- 110048 with respect to
property bearing no. S-408, Ground
Floor, Greater Kailash-Il, New Delhi-
110048, vide Cancellation of General
Power of Attorney dated 27.11.2020
duly notarized by the Notary Public,
State of Ohio, USA. If anything done by
the aforesaid General Power of Attorney
holder in pursuance of the aforesaid
GPA, it shall not be binding on my client
as he has no rights to discharge any of
the acts, deeds or functions with respect
to the same. Whoever deals with him in
any manner with respect to the
aforesaid property shall do so at his/her
own risk and consequences.
Sd/-
MEGHHA KATARI (Advocate)
1-19, LGF, Lajpat Nagar-Ill
New Delhi- 110024

NO RESPONSIBILITY
DISCLAIMER NOTICE

This is hereby informed to the public, that,
Ms. Kiran Gupta, D/o Late Sh. O.P.Gupta
and her son Mr. Vinay Jain, S/o Sh. Kumud
Jain, being of the same understanding do
not have any kind of affiliation, association,
business or acquaintance in any form
whatsoever, and have not entered into any
kind of documentation in the form of

GPA/SPA/WILL/ANY DEED with the people

named at point (i) to (iv) and hence anyone

dealing with the persons named below or

with their assigns and employees, with the

reference of the aforesaid Ms. Kiran Gupta

and her son, Vinay, shall be doing at their|

own risk, cost and consequences and the

persons named hereinabove shall hold no

liability;

i. Mr. Ravi Gupta, S/o Late Sh. O.P.Gupta,

R/o Kailash Colony, New Delhi

ii. Mrs. Renu Gupta, W/o Ravi Gupta, R/o

Kailash Colony, New Delhi

iii. Mr. Ashwani Gupta, S/o Late Sh.

0.P.Gupta, R/o New Delhi

iv. Ms. Suman Gupta, W/o Late Sh. Satish

Kumar, R/o New Delhi

Sd/- ROHIT AGARWAL (ADVOCATE)

J-132, 2ND FLOOR, RAJOURI
GARDEN, NEW DELHI- 110027

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed
by my client Shri Ranveer Singh S/o
Shri Khem Chand R/o A-1/344A,
Keshav Puram, Delhi-110035 that
his name in his son Raj Singh’s
Open School Examination
Certificate of 10th class has been
erroneously mentioned as RANBIR
SINGH instead of RANVEER
SINGH, his correct name is
RANVEER SINGH. Ranveer Singh
S/o Shri Khem Chand & Ranbir
Singh is one and same person i.e.
my client and in future he for all
records, deeds and writings
whatsoever, shall use and using and
signing the name of Ranveer Singh.
N.S. Yadav (Advocate)

DELHI HIGH COURT

ArdfeTferds g
Fdaeer Bt Ffere o o e 5 &
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i ofter iz € s wmRen |
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed that
my client Sh. Gobind Ram Bansal S/o
Late Shri Kishan Dass Bansal Grand
S/o Late Man Singh Bansal R/o B-234,
Prashant Vihar, Delhi-110085 is the
legal heirs & Possessor and actual
user for over 50 years of Plot No.234,
Vill. Qutub Garh, Delhi-110039, which
stands in the name of Sh.Man Singh
want to declare himself owner and
liable to pay the House Tax of the said
property. Anybody having objection or
claim may contact to my Client Mr.
Gobind Ram Bansal at Mob. +91-
9953305284, within three months from

the date of publication of this Notice.
SURENDER KUMAR (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/152/88

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that my/
clients Sh. Jitendra Tiwari S/o K. M. Tiwari
& Smt. Kiran Tiwari W/o Sh. Jitendra Tiwari
(purchaser) and Sh. Amit Goel S/o Sh.
Laxman Das Goyal (Seller) are/was the
owner of property bearing Flat No. 705, 8th
Floor, Tower 6, Panchsheel Hynish, Plot;
No. GH-08A, Sector-01, Greater Noida,
Gautam Budh Nagar by virtue of transfer
deed registered on 25.11.2020 in Book
No.1, Vol. No. 16321, in Serial No. 22570
in the office of Sub Registrar-Dadri,
Gautam Budh Nagar, now want to getloan
|faci|\tyfrom HDFCBank.

That it is stated by them that they have lost
the original allotment cum builder buyer
agreement having stamp paper bearing
No. AL347514, of the said Flat and has
also lodged a police complaint in this
regard. Hence All persons claiming any|
interest in the said property or any part;
thereof by way of sale, gift, lease,
|inheritance, exchange, mortgage, charge,
lien, trust, possession, easement,
attachment or otherwise howsoever are
hereby required to inform the same to
undersigned at his office at 203, 2" Floor,
Ansal Sumedha Building, RDC, Raj Nagar,
Ghaziabad within 15 days from the date of
publication, failing which, the said loan
facility may given to them, without any
reference to such claim and the same, if
any, shall be considered as waived.

SHIREESH TRIPATHI (ADVOCATE)|
203, 2nd Floor, Ansal Sumedha Building,

RDC, Raj Nagar, Ghaziabad
Mg§:§§§1§549§1 7838163043

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notified that my client SMT. MAYA DEVI
W/O SH. SURENDER KUMAR R/O H.
NO. 232, BLOCK-C-8, SULTAN PURI,
NORTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-110086,
has several all relation from their son
NARESH and their daughter-in-law
TINA and their daughter MANJU. Due to
their cruel and harassing behavior
towards my above named client. Now
she has no domestic relations with them
and has disowned them from their all
movable & immovable properties. Any
person dealing with his/her/him/them will
do at his/her/them own cost & risk and
my client's shall not be responsible for
the same, if any.
SURENDER KUMAR (Advocate)
Enrl. No. D/152/88

PUBLIC NOTICE
That My Client Pramod Kumar S/o. Sh.
Jaipal Singh has been approached by
S. Amrik Singh and Smt. Jagjit Kaur
who claims themselves to be the true
owner of Property Bearing No.D-33,
Amar Colony, Lajpat Nagar-IV, New
Delhi 110024 admeasuring 100 Sq.
yards and offered to sell Second Floor|
with terrace of the same. Whereas my
client has agreed to purchase the
Second Floor with terrace of property
bearing No. D-33, Amar Colony, New
Delhi 110024 from S. Amrik Singh and
Smt. Jagjit Kaur, if any person having
any objection or any claim, right, title or
interest over the said property or said
prortion, shall contact the undersigned
along with related documents and
proof within seven days from the date
of present publication, falling which it
shall be presumed that there is no
objection and my client is free to
purchase this property.

Puneet Parihar (Advocate)

Off.: P-97, LGF, South Ex-Il, New Delh-49

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public notice is given to the general public
that my clients namely Sh. Mohd Ashraf
Khan Sharifi S/o late Mohd Ayyub Khan
Sharifi and Smt. Shamim Fatima W/o
Mohd Ashraf Khan Sharifi both R/O H. NO
R/O L-22, Flat No 5. Batla House, Okhala,
New Delhi-110025, have severed their all
relations with their sons namely Mohd
Amjad Khan and his wife namely Igra
Parveen W/O Mohd Amjad Khan D/o
Parweez Mian. They have disowned them
from all their movable and immovable
properties and my clients shall not be held
responsible for any act of them.
Sd/-
Firozuddin (Advocate)
Ch. No. 127 Saket court
Complex Delhi
Mob. No. 9873381505

“"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

B New Delhi

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

5TH DECEMBER 1996

Sashastra Seema Bal fondly remembers and
cherishes the valiant act of the brave heart Shri
Vijay Singh, Deputy Commandant of GC SSB
Debendranagar, who laid down his life in an
ULFA militants attack at Salonibari, Assam on
this day in the year 1996. His courage and
valor would continue to inspire us all.

We salute the valor and supreme sacrifice of

-l

Shri I?)I(iei:ztiingh the brave soldier.
Commandant SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL

MARTYR OF CISF ON 05TH DECEMBER
HC/GD RAJ KISHOR PRASAD
CCL KARGALI 05-12-2017

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice
of this brave-heart. On this day, he laid down
his life at the altar of duty while fighting with
criminals. His courage and bravery would
remain an abiding source of inspiration for the
force. The force will remain eternally indebted
to him for his noblest deed.

9 DOGRA: BATTLE HONOUR SUADIH
04 DEC 1971
Today, 49 Years Later, with great humility as
well as pride, we remember 2/Lt Bharat Singh
Kasana, Vir Chakra (Posthumous) and 13 other
gallant sons of "NINTH THE ULTIMATE" who
embraced martyrdom to create our history.
The battle cry "Jwala Mata ki Jai" charged the
atmosphere at Suadih in erstwhile East
Pakistan on 4th December 1971 as 9 DOGRA
launched an attack in broad daylight on a well
entrenched enemy. In the bloody battle that followed supreme sac-
rifice of 14 gallant sons of the battalion to ensure victory. For this
valiant action, the battalion was awarded the battle honour
'SUADIH'.
THEY MADE THE BATTALION PROUD
2/Lt Bharat Singh Kasana, VrC, Sep Jagdish Singh, Sub Onkar
Singh, Sep Sher Singh, Hav Janak Singh, Sep Janak Raj, NK
Roshan Lal, SM Sep Janak Singh, L/Nk Diwan Chand, Sep
Harnaam Singh, L/Nk Deputy Singh, SM, Sep Paras Ram, L/Nk
Ram Chander, SM, Sep Bharat Singh
Commanding Officer and All Rank of 9 DOGRA

== INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENGE
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Mrector (Store & Purchase)
CCSHAL, Hisnr

E-Open Tender Notice
E-Open Tender Notice No.- ELECT-CRW-
HRT-OT-3, Date: 03.12.2020
For and on behalf of President of India, Dy.
Chief Electrical Engineer, Carriage Repair
Workshop, Harnaut invites open e-tender
for the following works as detailed :-

1. Name of the work with its location :
Overhauling of Diesel Engines (Make :
Cummins, Greaves) and servicing, repair,
rewinding of Alternator, radiator motor etc at
CRWI/HRT. 2. Estimated cost of the work :
Rs. 1,22,81,791.40/- (Rupees one crore
twenty two lakh eighty one thousand seven
hundred ninety one and paise forty only) 3.
Earnest Money to be deposited : Rs.
2,11.400.00/- (Rupees Two lakh eleven
thousand four hundred only). 4. Date &
Time for submission of tender and
opening of Tender : The tender has to be
submitted online on https://
www.ireps.gov.in. up to 12.00 hrs. on
05.01.2021 and it will be opened on the
same day at 12.30 hrs. 5. Website
particulars, Notice board location where
complete details of tender can be seen :
Detailed tender notice, eligibility criteria, etc.
could be viewed on https./lwww.ireps.gov.in
& offer to be made through same website.
Full details of notice can be seen on notice
board of Chief Workshop Manager,
Administrative Building, Carriage Repair
Workshop, Harnaut, Nalanda, Bihar -
803110. Any corrigendum will be uploaded
on the same website if required.
Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer
Carriage Repair Workshop/Harnaut

PR/1048/HRT/ELEC/T/20-21/52

Stay protected from Corona

NO CARELESSNESS
UNTIL THERE IS A CURE

2, SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
Follow us on W @SCRailwayindia
Details of the Tender Notices of
S.C Railway can be seen on our
website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

TENDER NOTICE No.74/2020
Dt.04.12.2020
SUPPLY OF STORES ITEMS
e-Procurement Tender Notice

The following tenders have been
floated online. Tenderers are
requested to visit the website
www.ireps.gov.in and submit their
offers online. The Tender Description,
Qty, EMD, SD may be seen in website.
Offers submitted manually will not be
accepted. Offers by post will not be
entertained. Tender Closing time is
14.30 hrs of the Due date of the
Tender. “For all indigenous offers,
EMD will be accepted only via online
system as available on
www.ireps.gov.in.”

[Tender No.

BRIEF DESC. |

LH206177 [Set of Air spring

assembly

45.20.1105 | Led Based emergency
light

LH206175 |Supply installation and

commissioning

LH206181 | Supply and application of

PU Paint System

38.20.2097 | Bogie centre pivot Top

25.20.5002 | Supply & commissioning
of Microprocessor

Note:- Due dates of Tender
Opening:

S.No.01 on 21.12.2020; S.No.02 on
27.12.2020; S.No.03&4 on
24.12.2020; S.No.5 on dt.28.12.2020.
SINo.60on04.01.2021

Beside above mentioned tenders there
are other tenders having value below
Rs.25 lakhs. For details, please visit
Railway website above.

Principal Chief Materials
A1336 Manager/Secunderabad

For further tender conditions /
details and for downloading the
tender documents,
Please visit website at

https://www.ireps.gov.in or
www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in

‘IMPORTANT”

Whilst care is taken prior to acceptance of
advertising copy, it is not possible to verify its
contants. The Indian Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such contents, nor for any
loss or damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies, associations or
individuals adversing in its newspapers or
Publications. We therefore recommend that
readers make necessary inquiries before sending
any monies or entering into any agreements with
advertisers or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any manner whatsoever.

@

ing

Tender Notice No. SCB/783/DB/2020

- TAMIL NADU SLUM CLEARANCE BOARD
MADURAI CIRCLE

NOTICE INVITING RE-TENDER

Dated: 04.12.2020

FORM OF CONTRACT : "LUMPSUM" (TWO COVER SYSTEM)

t Book

For and on behalf of Tamil Nadu Slum Clearance Board, sealed tenders consisting of two separate
sealed covers one for Pre-qualification with EMD to be enclosed in 'A' cover and another for price

21.12.2020.

thereof.
"169,K.K.Nagar Main Road,"
Opp. Jawagar Hospital, Madurai 625 020.

& For All Advert

DIPR/4507/TENDER/2020

q schedule with name of work duly superscribed to be enclosed in 'B' cover, are invited from the registered
contractors under Class-I and above in TNSCB / Government Departments / Government undertakings
L | by the Superintending Engineer, Madurai Circle, Tamil Nadu Slum Clearance Board,169.K.K.Nagar
H Main Road, Madurai - 20 up to 3.00 PM on 22.12.2020 and the same will be opened at 3.15 PM on the
same day in the presence of the Tender Scrutiny Committee.
= H Tender Value
@ NAME OF WORK s ntakhy |
m‘ Period of Contract
E L~ = BN @ @ @
m L} 1|Construction of 384 tenements (G+2) adopting T.D.No.31/2017
o = including internal water supply, sanitary and electrification
L] H arrangements including development works at Uthamapuram in - - 17,08,000/-
g Uthamapalayam Taluk Theni District under HFA, Vertical-1Il (AHP) of | 12 Months
=, PMAY. CER-Madurai No.4/HFA/2020-21
et 2 |Construction of 504 Slum tenements adopting Type Design
37 /2018 including internal water supply, sanitary and electrification 4654.00
— arrangements including development works at Pottalkalam Phase-l, | ====s=sss=sns 23,40,000/-
E Allinagaram Municipality in Theni District under HFA, Vertical-lll 12 Months
u (AHP) of PMAY. CER-Madurai No.7/HFA/2020-21

The cost of tender schedule, EMD should be drawn as Demand Draft or Banker's Cheque from
Nationalised / Scheduled Bank payable in favour of the Executive Engineer,Madurai Division, TNSCB,
payable at Madurai. The tender documents may be obtained from the office of the Superintending
Engineer, Madurai Circle, TNSCB,169.KK Nagar Main Road, Madurai - 20 on written requisition along
with cost of the tender document to a value of Rs.17,700/- (Non refundable) upto 3.00 PM on

Conditions for participating in the tenders may be seen from the website www.tenders.tn.gov.in.
The undersigned reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reasons

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
MADURAI CIRCLE.

HIMACHAL PRADESH

“CORRIGENDUM”

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

The Tender invited vide this office NIT No. 7131-7180 dated 11.11.2020 and due to be opened on 04-12-2020, but some admin-
istrative reasons the invited tender postponed to be opened on dated 28.12.2020. The detail of the invited tender is as under:-

Basti Jamanwala to Khadar Basti in Gram Panchayat Pardooni,
Tehsil Paonta Sahib, District Sirmour (HP). (SH:- C/O 5/7 mtrs
wide road including retaining walls, earth filling, C/O cross
drainage works, P/L granular Sub-base, WBM Grade-Il and IlI,
Premix Carpet Surfacing, Cement concrete pavement road,
C/O essential parapets and drains in Km. 0/0 to 2/576) under
NABARD RIDF-XXVI.

Sr. | Name of Work Estimated EMD (Rs.) | Cost of Time Eligible
No Cost (Rs.) Tender firms/ class
1. C/o link road from Shamsherpur to Nawada via Heerpur Rs. Rs. 5000/~ Eighteen | A Class
Matralion Rampurghat road Km. 0/0 to 7/270 under NABARD | 3,03,61,000/- | 6,06,000/- months
RIDF-XXVI. (SH:- F/C, Missing cross drainage works. Metalling
Tarring, side drain, Parapets and road sign boards including
five years maintenance).
2. Improvement of road including metalling and tarring and cross Rs. Rs. Eighteen | A Class
drainage works on Jamniwala to Bodhwala bridge via Rihala | 2,13,61,000/- | 4,26,000/- | 5000/~ months.

3. New Key Dates for tender:

1. Date of Online Publication 14-12-2020 4:30 HRS
2. Document Download Start and End Date 14-12-2020 5:00 HRS Up-to 27-12-2020 5:00 HRS
3. | Bid Submission Start and End Date 14-12-2020 5:00 HRS Up-to 27-12-2020 5:00 HRS
4. | Physical Submission of EMD and Cost of Tender Document 28.12.2020 up-to 11:30 HRS
5. Date of Technical Bid opening, Evaluation of Technical Bid 28.12.2020 up-to 11:30 HRS
followed by Opening of Financial Bid.
Executive Engineer,
4783/HP Paonta B&R Division, HP. PWD., Paonta Sahib.
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CALENDAR

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T LeW|s

DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL

Ere eI IS, S ot ne
I 2
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson that, evenifyou're planningto  are likely to have helpful
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OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
AGRA CIRCLE, P.W.D AGRA
Notice inviting E-Tender

Letter No. 5260/14M-A.C./2020

1. The Superintending Engineer Agra Circle, U.P.P.W.D. on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh
invites the percentage rate bids online from the eligible and approved registered Contractors.
As The work Comprises of specialized Sinage/ Road Safety work, hence contractors bidding
for this work must be registered in Sinage/Road Safety work with UP PWD. Bidders are
advised to note the minimum qualification criteria specified in Clause 4 of the Instructions to
Bidders to qualify for the award of the contract.

Date : 27.11.2020

Esti- . . Address of S5

8 mated Bld_ Cost of Time Executive Addres_s of | Address =%

Sl | £ N Security of 1 Superin- of 68

o lame of Work cost N Document Engineer " N D5

No | .2 . | (Rs.in . Comp- y tending Chief i

e (Rs. in Lacs) (inRs.) letion executing Engineer | Engineer | 8 §

Lac) the work 9 9 0o

112 3 4 5 7 8 9 10 "

Thermoplastic Paint, Rs Executive Superintend|  Chief &)

g |Snase Soarce umbl ao000sTO) gy | Enanesr | ¢ 09, | SO o

1|5 [P 70.00 | 550 |+300.00TC+ Construction| , -9 g <

< |Repeated Bar work on 36.00GST = | Months Division-2 Agra Circle, | Zone, a2

state road / major district é336 00 - P{I‘\IIII:S)IOE ' PW.D., P.W.D., ©

other district roads . -WD-, Agra Agra Agra o

2. Time allowed for completion is including Rainy Season.

3. Bid document with detailed terms and conditions will be available online on website

http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari (http://wms.upppwd.gov.in/Prahari) From 19-12-2020

I

at the time of payment.

©o~NOo

03-12-2018 follows as :

Banking of E-tender portal Account.

to 24.12.2020. Bids must be submitted online only at e-tendering portal of
http://etender.up.nic.in and Prahari App with all documents as per GO No 14/2020/879(1)/
23-7/2020/176(F1.)/06 Dt 25-08-2020 on or before 12:30 Hours Dt. 24-12-2020. Technical Bid
received online will be opened on 26-12-2020 at 12:30 Hours.

. The prospective bidders who do not posses Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) must get the
same issued from approved agencies before submission of bids.

5. Contractor should Quote their rates without G.S.T. which shall be paid extra as per applicable

Labour Cess @ 1.00% will be Deducted from contractors bill at the time of payment.
Experience should be necessary of same work.

The defect liability period will be two years calculated from the completion date.

The bidders are required to submit Original receipt of Internet Banking of E-tender portal
Account as per G.O. No.-742/78-2-2018-42 1.T./2017 T.C., L.T. & Electronics Section-2 Dated-

(I) Online Tender Cost towards the cost of bid document (As per Column 6) by Internet
Banking of E-tender portal Account (Non Refundable).
(2) Online Bid security (As per Column 5) in favour of designation of Column 9 by Internet

(3) Original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per
provisions of Clause 4.4 B(ii) of ITB as per G.O. No.-3070/78-2-2018-421.T./2017(22)I.T.
and Electronics Section-2 Dated- 03-01-2018.

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL, S.N. MEDICAL COLLEGE, AGRA-282002

Tender Notice No.: SPS/2020-21/13069-72

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE

Dated: 28/11/2020

The eTenders are invited in financial year 2020-21 from high quality manufacturing firms or their Indian
distributors, of repute, for supply and installation of the various equipments for the S.N. Medical College,
Agra. Tender forms can be downloaded and uploaded between the dates 09-12-2020 to 17-12-2020.
Tender fee and EMD should reach in the office of Principal, S.N. Medical College, Agra upto 17-12-2020
till 5.00 P.M. Technical bids of the tenders received, will be opened by 2.00 P.M. on 18-12-2020 in the
office of the Principal, S.N. Medical College, Agra. If any working day as due date is observed as holiday,
the next working day will be treated as the due date. The EMD will be accepted in the form of FDR/TDR
of Nationalized Bank, pledged in the name of the Principal, S.N. Medical College, Agra. The quantity of
equipment may increase or decrease. The Principal as aforesaid has sole discretion of
accepting/rejecting any tender and reserves his right to post-pone or refuse the purchase of any item
notified in this tender. In case of any legal dispute, the legal jurisdiction shall be court of law at Agra (U.P)
India. This tender notice can be viewed on our authorized etender website https://etender.up.nic.in and
www.snmcagra.ac.in of S.N. Medical College, Agra.

www.upgov.nic.in

S. No.| Name of Equipment |Qty. Required | Tender Fees with GST |[Earnest Money Deposit (EMD)
1 |VENTILATOR 02 No. 1180.00 Rs.64,000.00
UPID NO.157474 DATE-02.12.2020 Sd/- Principal

S.N. Medical College, Agra.
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 For All Advertisement Booking

Sdr- Sdr- o
(J.P. Singh) (Yogesh Panwar) i
Executive Engineer Superintending Engineer = i
Construction Division-2, |UPID NO.157483 DATE-03.12.2020 AGRA CIRCLE, §? a 1 L
P.W.D., Agra WWW.upgov.nic.in PWD, AGRA -
I . I . I .

@5k WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

'-E%J MATERIAL MANAGEMENT DEPARTME
e-Tender Notics For the Supply of Stores, No. E-S62051604

Dy, CMMAYREMDOTA on bahall of tha Frosidect ol dia wvios tho fofosing
Feeirbad lasadar (hicegh B-peoturansnl Syplam. Mo manoaspesl olkers

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such

MNT

shall he evisained Tenders can b= accessed undes the link contents, nor for any loss or

WL P .o In Tor detai’s and Torsobmission of Tander damage incurred as a result of

T "’d ﬂ I EF" "1 d transa_c‘tlf)ns with (_:on’_\p_anles,
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Ha. iy elabs Walua [IMR| advertising in its newspapers
. — . ! o

0 | EBRISI60A] Sonng Loades sde | 1280 Mes | 0A.01.2021/1,07,50,484,-| || ©F Publications. We therefore

recommend that readers

basner assamisly 12 H oy make necessary inquiries

complalo before sending any monies or

Dy. Chies Matsris) Mansges,
Wagon Repair Shog, WC. Ry, Ko,
T dem fhewm iy 138 ST Een W 182 e v =

entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

(A CENTRAL UNIVERSITY),

GURU GHASIDAS VISHWAVIDYALAYA

E-mail:deanetggv@gmail.com Contact:+917999923520,7587195566

BILASPUR (C.G.)

Advt. Ref. No. 239/Academic/2020

session 2020-21 against a few vacant seats in the seven br:

Engineering, Information Technology, Industrial & Production En,
Interested candidates shall apply online during 05.12.2020 to 11.1

SPOT/LOCAL LEVEL COUNSELING FOR B.TECH ADMISSION AGAINST VACANT
SEATS FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2020-21
The School of Studies of Engineering & Technology, Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur (CG) is
going to conduct Spot/local Counseling process for B.Tech. Admission from S5th December 2020 for

Engineering, Civil Engineering, Computer Science & Engineering, Electronics & Communication

seats availability and procedure of admission is available on the website www.ggu.ac.in

Date: 04.12.2020

anches of Engineering i.e. Chemical

gineering and Mechanical Engineering.
2.2020. The detailed information about

Registrar (Acting)

#m| CHENNAI METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD

No.1 Pumping Station Road, Chintadripet, Chen

nai 600 002, Tamil Nadu, India.

Telephone : +91 44 2845 1300-1320, Fax +91 44 2845 8181
E.Mail: cmwssb@md?2.vsnl.net.in, secandm@cmwssb.in

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BI

CORRIGENDUM/TENDER EXTENSION NOTICE

DDING

Tenders have been invited in CMWSS Board for the following work. The due date for submission of the
Prequalification application has been extended as indicated below.

Prequalification

Chennai with 20 years of Operation and
Maintenance (DBO Basis)
CMWSSB/CNT/WSS/ICB/JICA/DESAL/
CP01/018/2020-2021

Sl. Tender No. and Original Due | 1st Extended | 2" Extended Application
No. Name of work Date due Date due Date Documents
available upto
1 |[Construction of 400 MLD| 01.12.2020 16.12.2020 | 05.01.2021 04.01.2021
Seawater Reverse Osmosis (SWRO)
Desalination Plant at Perur,

All the other terms and conditions already published remain unalt

DIPR/4509/Tender/2020 SUPERINTENDING

ered.
ENGINEER (CONTRACTS & MONITORING)

PNle-T NO:- 106/EE/PWD(DWS)/AMB/2020-21

Percentage rated e-tender in 2 (Two) bids are invited for the following work:-

Si DNIeT No Estimated |Deadline for|Place, Time & date of opening of
NO Cost bidding Technical bid
1 DNle-T 36056941.00 | 22-12-2020 Up to 15.30 Hrs on
No.:03/CE/PWD(DWS)/ 23-12-2020 Office of the Executive
2020-21 Engineer, DWS Division, Ambassa,
Jawaharnagar, if possible

All details can be seen in the office of the undersigned. N

documents for the work can be seen on website www.tripuratenders.gov.in at free of cost.

B: This detailed press notice & bid

9436355955
For and

ICA-C-2319-20

The bid can only be submitted after uploading the mandatory scanned documents as spec-
ified in this tender document on the e-Procurement website www.tripuratenders.gov.in

For details please visit www.tripuratenders.gov.in and for any query please contact:-

on behalf of Governor of Tripura.
Sd/-

(Er. H.Chakma)

Executive Engineer

DWS Division, Ambassa,
Jawaharnagar, Dhalai, Tripura

New Delhi
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TOKYO OLYMPICS DELAY COSTS MAY TOUCH $2.8 BILLION
The cost of the postponed Tokyo Olympics could reach about $ 2.8 billion, according to figures re-
leased on Friday by the Tokyo organising committee, the Tokyo city government and Japan's na-

tional government.. REUTERS

India win by substitution metho

CominginasJadeja’s concussion substitute, Chahal upstages Aussies while unheralded Natarajan shines on T20 debut

SANDIPG
DECEMBER 4

THERE WERE two contenders for the title of
Destiny’s Child on Friday. First was Yuzvendra
Chahal, ignored after the Sydney drubbings,
he made the most of alucky breakas a concus-
sion substitute after Ravindra Jadeja suffered a
knock on the helmet. The second was T
Natarajan, who left a telling impression in his
debut T20 for the country, an adequate reward
for the hardships he had waded through inlife
to reach this level. Their three-wicket hauls
guaranteed that India got the better of Australia
by 11 runs, after Jadeja’s cameo had turbo-jet-
ted the visitors to a competitive 161/7,and left
Canberra on a happy note.

Chahal’s entry angered Australia coach
Justin Langer and he indulged in a raging dis-
cussion with match referee David Boon at the
start of Australia’s chase. Jadeja seemed to
have hurt his hamstring in the penultimate
over and had the team physio strap his right
leg. That didn’t prevent him from plundering
14runsoff the last three balls of the over. Then
inthe 20th over, a top edge hit his helmet, but
the physio didn’t appear and the game con-
tinued without interruption as the left-han-
der hit two more boundaries. Butbetween the
innings, he was diagnosed with symptoms of
delayed concussion and Boon agreed toa ‘like-
for-like’ substitution. Langer probably believed
the rule was misused and Jadeja had nothing
more than a hamstring strain.

It would have angered the coach further
when he saw Chahal rekindle his lost fizz. For
much of the Sydney leg, he seemed woefully
undercut and unusually over-experimental.
Here, he was almost back to his best.

It’s the run-up that betrays Chahal’s state
of mind. In Sydney, he was hurrying through
his bowling action, an offshoot of which was a
quicker release and less control over his deliv-
eries. He would end up just tossing the ball be-
nignly to the batsmen. But at the Manuka Oval,
his strides were slower and shorter, with the
even-paced rhythm of a well-oiled pendulum.
The ball left his wrists smoothly, and danced
and dangled in the air, before dipping on the

— BRIEFLY ——

Williamson hits
2951, putsNZin

dominant position

Hamilton: The second day of the first
Test between New Zealand and the
West Indies belonged to Kane
Williamson. The New Zealand captain,
whose actions and decisions shaped
the day, scored 251, his third double
century and highest score in tests, be-
fore making an assertive declaration at
519-7 early in the final session.
Williamson’s innings came to an end
14 runs before his declaration but he
courteously waited for Kyle Jamieson
tocomplete his maiden half century be-
fore calling his batsmen in at 4.25pm,
with around 26 overs left in the day. At
stumps the West Indies, depleted by
minor injuries to batsman Darren Bravo
and wicketkeeper Shane Dowrich,
were 49 without loss. Bravo has a
sprained ankle and Dowrichaninjured
hand. Openers Kraigg Braithwaite (20)
and John Campbell (22) batted
doggedly through the late afternoon to
ensure the tourists went to stumps
with all 10 wickets intact. AP
BRIEF SCORES: West Indies 49/0
(Campbell 22*, Brathwaite 20*) trail
New Zealand 519/ 7 dec (Williamson
251, Latham 86, Jamieson 51 Gabriel
3-89, Roach 3-114) by 470 runs.

SA-Enggame
postponed after
player tests positive

Cape Town: The first one-day interna-
tional between South Africa and
England was postponed Friday after
another player tested positive for the
coronavirus in the host teams' secure
bio-bubble. The game, the first of
three ODIs, was postponed to Sunday,
the two cricket federations said.
Cricket South Africa and the England
and Wales Cricket Board said the de-
cision was made “in the interests of
the safety and well-being of both
teams, match officials and all in-
volved in the match.” The CEOs of
both boards, Kugandrie Govender of
CSA and Tom Harrison of the ECB,
agreed to the postponement.  The
player, who was not named, is the third
South African player to test positive
during the England tour, which began
in mid-November. One player tested
positive for the virus before the teams
went into the bubble at a Cape town
hotel, while a second tested positive in
the bubble and before the recent
Twenty20 series. England won that se-
ries 3-0. AP

Yuzvendra Chahal celebrates the wicket of Mathew Wade. BCCI Twitter

batsmen. The controlled flight and devious dip
mattered, as Finch would vouch. He was bat-
ting freely and thought he had the full blade
behind a lofted drive, but his stride was not
enough to reach where the ball eventually
landed and he ended up miscuing it almost to-
wards extra cover, where Hardik Pandya
hurled himself at the ball after a20-yard sprint.

The wicket was crucial on several counts.
The Finch-D’Arcy Short alliance of 56 runs
had put the Australians in the driver’s seat to
chase down the target. It was also the time
Indialooked frustrated on the field after drop-
ping two catches, the second one by skipper
Virat Kohli himself. The wicket not only
brought India back into the game butalso ar-
rested Australia’s momentum, which they
never recovered.

In his next over, Chahal delivered a bigger
scalp. He coerced a false stroke off Steve Smith.
It was dip that primarily undid Smith, though
Sanju Samson’s catch deserves equal praise.

Leaving a largely vacant space on the leg-side,
Chahal tempted Smith into a leg-side swipe,
which he does almost instinctively. It seemed
destined to land in no man’s land before
Samson galloped in and flung full-length for-
ward to swallow the catch. The nemesis gone,
India snatched the initiative.

But there still was Glenn Maxwell, who
had been in irrepressible form. And pretty
much Destiny’s Child in ODIs. But enter
Natarajan, the left-armer with the smartest
yorker in the country. Probably, Maxwell sec-
ond-guessed that Natarajan would slither one
on his toes and thought he could scoop or pad-
dle aboundary behind the wicketkeeper. But
Natarajan is not just a one-trick pony. He
bowled the cross-seamer that landed on leg-
stump and seamed away just enough to trap
the batsman in front. The umpire unmoved,
Kohli instantly reviewed, whereupon the de-
cision was overturned.

Thus from 56/0, Australia capitulated to

Betting ads during cricket
streaming: I&B ministry steps in

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 4

TAKING A dim view of online betting com-
panies advertising on Indian platforms, the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
(MIB) has instructed the private satellite
channels to ensure that ‘advertisements
do not promote any activity which is pro-
hibited by statute or law.’

In an advisory issued to ‘all private
satellite TV channels’ on Friday, the gov-
ernment said concerns were expressed
that advertisements on online gaming,
which includes betting, and fantasy
sports were misleading and not adhering
to the ‘Advertising Code laid down under
the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act, 1995 and Consumer
Protection Act, 2019.’

“It had come to the notice of the
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
that a large number of advertisements on
Online Gaming, Fantasy Sports, etc have
been appearing on television,” the MIB
stated. “Concerns were expressed that
such advertisements appear to be mislead-
ing, do not correctly convey to the con-
sumers the financial and other risks asso-
ciated thereof, are not in strict conformity
with the Advertising Code.”

The Indian Express reported on
Thursday two online betting companies
ran direct advertising campaigns during
the live streaming of the India-Australia
one-day international series on SonyLIV,
allowing users from India to place bets on-
line using the Indian banking system.
Online sports betting is prohibited in all
states and union territories, except Sikkim.

Experts had flagged concerns over the
development, saying it violated the The
Advertising Standards Council of India
(ASCI) guidelines, which state that “ad-
vertisements shall not propagate prod-
ucts, the use of which is banned under the
law”. ASCI had said their guidelines cover
the content of advertisements of real-
money gaming that appear on any plat-
form, including OTT.

In its advisory, the MIB reiterated the
rule. “In the light of the above, all broad-
casters are advised that the Guidelines is-
sued by ASCI are complied with and adver-
tisements broadcast on television adhere
to the aforementioned Guidelines of ASCL,”
the MIB said.

“It may also be ensured that advertise-
ments do not promote any activity which
is prohibited by statute or law.” The MIB
also reiterated the guidelines for online
gaming and fantasy sports, which were re-
leased on November 24 and will be en-
forced from December 15. According to the
regulation, ads related to online gaming for
real money must have proper disclaimers
in relation to under-age participants as
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Actelevision grab of the Betway ad.

well as the potential financial risks.

“The advertisements should not pres-
ent ‘Online gaming for real money win-
nings’ as an income opportunity or alter-
nate employment option,” it added. “The
advertisement should not suggest that a
person engaged in gaming activity is in
any way more successful as compared to
others.”

Self-regulation for fantasy
leagues?

Niti Aayog on Friday published a draft
for discussion to regulate online fantasy
sports platforms in India. Online fantasy
sports like Dream11, Mobile Premier
League and My11Circle, among others,
have been accused of treading a fine line
between sports betting and fantasy gam-
ing. These games are banned in several
states, which have strict gambling laws.
However, recent High Court verdicts have
said these are games of skill and not chance
and therefore do not amount to gambling,.

“Fantasy sports contests do not have
independent legal recognition, having to
shelter under an undefined exception to
the state gambling and public order laws,”
the draft stated. “Formal recognition of
the fantasy sports industry and providing
for principle-led governance would en-
able Indian OFSP (Online Fantasy Sports
Platform) operators to focus on innova-
tion and achieve scale and expand their
operationsina clear and principle-based
regulatory environment, achieving the
mission of the Aatmanirbhar Bharat
Initiative and the Prime Minister’s vision
of Indian-made and developed applica-
tions flourishing and succeeding in India
and outside India as well.”

The government’s think-tank has said
‘self-regulation must also be the preferred
mode of governance to ensure ongoing
transparency, consumer protection and ac-
countability.’ It also suggested guiding
principles for the industry, which it says
‘may be treated as a uniform “regulatory
sandbox”.

Niti Aayog has invited comments till
December 19, following which a formal pa-
per will be prepared. The final decision on
the issue will be with the Cabinet based on
the draft prepared by the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology.

75/3, the three wickets crucially being their
match-winners. From thereon, India tightened
the noose. Short and Moises Henriques, both
capable batsmen, seemed to stabilise Australia.
But Natarajan then chimed in with his second
important strike of the day by removing the
opener, Short, with another cross-seamer that
lost its pace after pitching.

He thus demonstrated thatit’s not only his
yorkers that are to be dreaded but his varia-
tions too. What he lacks in speed, Natarajan
makes up with his smarts. Thenasif to remind
thathis most potent weaponis still the yorker,
he produced a textbook one to demolish the
stumps of Mitchell Starc, another fine execu-
tioner of the yorker.

In between, Chahal removed the danger-
ous Matthew Wade and Deepak Chahar ter-
minated a defiant Moises Henriques to stub
out the last lingering hopes of an Australian
comeback. They ensured that Jadeja’s splen-
did work with the bat was not wasted. But for
his 44 off 23 balls, India would have settled for
a sub-150 total which Australia would have
strolled past.

The all-rounder continued his irrepressible

batting form with another thrilling exhibition
of stroke-play. Poor Josh Hazlewood, his
Chennai Super Kings colleague, who was plun-
dered for amatch-altering 23 runsin the 19th
over.Jadeja was motoring atarun-a-ball 12 be-
fore ransacking 32 off his last 11 balls. Starctoo
was dished out some harsh treatment, as the
Indian total soared in the last two overs. A bet-
ter death-over enforcer, if under-utilised, is dif-
ficult to find in contemporary cricket. It’s
tempting to say that all the years spent with
Mahendra Singh Dhoni has influenced Jadeja’s
batting, especially how he paces his innings.
All bodes well for India in the build-up to the
T20 World Cup next year. In this light,
Natarajan’s comeuppance couldn’t have been
better timed either - India have been searching
long for a yorker-emitting left-arm bowler,
though Chahal would run away with the
Destiny’s Child spectre in this game.
BRIEF SCORES: India 161/7 (Rahul 51, Jadeja
44* Henriques 3-22, Starc 2-34) beat Australia
150/ 7 (Finch 35, Short 34, Chahal 3-25,
Natarajan 3-30) by 11 runs.

d Concussion substitute

remains a grey area

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA,DECEMBER 4

CONTROVERSY ERUPTED for the first time dur-
ing India’s ongoing tour of Australia, as
Yuzvendra Chahal cameinasa concussion sub-
stitute for Ravindra Jadeja in the opening T201
and ended up being the player of the match for
his three wickets. The Australian team manage-
ment disagreed with match referee David
Boon’s decision toallow Indiaa concussion sub
despite Jadejanot being given a concussion test
onthespot.

The incident

On the second ball of the final over during
India’sinnings, bowled by Mitchell Starc, Jadeja
top-edged a back-of-a-length delivery into his
helmet. The ball went towards backward point
where the catch was dropped. Jadeja wasn'’t
checked by the Indian team physio on the spot
following the incident and he played three
more balls after that and hit two boundaries.

Inthe previous over, Jadeja had grabbed his
hamstringand the physio went out to treat him.
He was seen struggling with his running be-
tween the wickets and the injury apparently
had puta question mark over his participation
inthe rest of the match.

The controversy

With Jadeja to be assessed by the medical
team, India asked for a concussion sub during
the innings break, which was approved by the
matchreferee. The decision didn’'t godown well
with Australia coach Justin Langer, as he was
seen having a heated conversation with Boon.
Australia captain Aaron Finch was present as
well. Langer left the conversation visibly an-
noyed. Although Jadejawasn’t givena concus-
sion teston the spot, it's not unusual for symp-
toms to show up belatedly.

The ICC concussion management
guidelines allow concussion test at the
end of the over as well - “At the end of the
over, if the player resumes play after hav-
ing sustained a blow on the head.” In this
case, the end of the over marked the end
of the innings and Jadeja was assessed af-

Jadejahas been ruled out of the rest of the
T20 series due to concussion. BCCI Twitter

ter he returned to the dressing-room.

Therule

Rule 1.2.7.3 of the ICC playing conditions for
concussionsubstitution states: “TheICCMatch
Referee should ordinarily approve a Concussion
Replacement Request if the replacement is a
like-for-like player whose inclusion will notex-
cessively advantage his team for the remainder
of the match.” Rule 1.2.7.7 states: “The decision
of the ICC Match Referee in relation to any
Concussion Replacement Request shall be final
and neither team shall have any right of appeal.”

The grey area

The ‘like-for-like’ phrase is a grey area here.
Jadejaisaleft-arm spin-allrounder, while Chahal
who replaced him is a right-arm leg-spinner.
Speaking tocricket.com.au, Australiaall-rounder
Moises Henriques questioned if Chahal was the
right player to replace Jadeja. “I think the only
real issue is you've got to ask yourself was it a
like-for-like replacement? Is he (Jadeja)an sic)
out-and-out spinner?” Henriques said.

The clarification

Last year, ICC general manager (cricket)
Geoff Allardice tried to clarify the ‘like-for-
like’ issue. “Every circumstance is going to be
different depending on when the playeris re-
quested to be replaced,” Allardice told re-
porters at Edgbaston, adding: “...it’s very
much around whatis the likely role of the in-
jured player for rest of the match and who is
most like-for-like with the role that player
will play.”

interventional cardiologist.

atreatment plan.

WAYS TO REACH THE HEART

femoral artery does not bleed again.

used for access to heart.

WHEN IS THE NEED FOR CARDIAC CATHERIZATION?

There are many reasons you might need this procedure. You may need
itif you are having chest pain, or an abnormal stress test due to coro-
nary artery disease. It is also used to diagnose certain heart problems
like heart failure, congenital heart diseases, valvular heart problems, and
to take biopsy of heart. It also helps your healthcare provider determine

If you have a known blockage in a coronary artery, you may need a
cardiac catheterization using a technique called coronary angioplasty.
Coronary angioplasty involves passing a balloon over a wire at the
site of blockade and inflating it which presses the plaque to the side of
the blood vessel, that increases blood flow through the artery. A stent
is often placed at the blockage site to keep the vessel open.

Healthcare providers also use cardiac catheterization to do other pro-
cedures on the heart. For example, they can use it to open a narrowed
heart valve. It is less invasive than open heart surgery.

During these procedures, doctors can gain access to the heart's arter-
ies by placing the catheter in the femoral artery and threading it up and
into the heart. The femoral artery is a major artery in your groin area.
Even though this is the traditional method and is usually safe some-
times femoral artery access can cause discomfort as patients need to lie
very still for at least 5 hours to make sure that the puncture site in the

Cardiac Catherization & access to
heart through wrist route

ARDIAC CATHETERIZATION is a common procedure used
to diagnose and treat certain cardiac conditions. Itis a pro-
cedure doctors use for diagnosing and treating cardiovascu-
lar diseases including coronary artery disease. The method in-
volves threading a long, thin tube (called a catheter) through an
artery or vein in the leg or arm into the heart. It can be used both to di-
agnose and treat cardiac problems. Currently most common use of car-
diac catheterization is to identify block in the arteries and treat it by an-
gioplasty and stent implantation. This procedure is performed by an

But the femoral artery is not the only route that can be used to
reach the heart. Doctors can also use the radial artery, which is an artery
inyour wrist. Because the radial artery in the wrist is more superficial
than the femoral artery in the groin, it much easier to apply direct pres-
sure to the puncture site to stop the bleeding. With the advent of radial
artery access for coronary angiography has made it a day care proce-
dure.Also, radial artery access allows many patients to get out of bed
and walk around right after their procedure. However, some proce-
dures require large bore access and in them femoral artery can only be

Dr. Ritesh Sanguri
Senior Consultant,
Interventional Cardiology,
Venkateshwar Hospital, Dwarka

cedure after several hours of observation is possible. Once blockages are
found, angioplasty and stenting is performed in the same sitting
through the same route, hence making it more convenient and faster.

WHAT ARE THE RISKS WITH RADIAL ARTERY ACCESS?

The procedure is safe, but there can be a risk of bleeding. Sometimes
there are anatomical variations which may require femoral artery
access to complete the procedure.

HOW LONG DOES THE PROCEDURE TAKE?
The procedure length will vary depending on what you are having done.
With just a diagnostic cardiac catheterization, the procedure may only

ADVERTORIAL

take 15-20 minutes or so.

WHY DOCTORS MAY PREFER
RADIALACCESS TO HEART

Angiograms in most instances
can be easily and conveniently
done through the wrist, punctur-
ing the radial artery. This ap-
proach is an extremely safe and
simple procedure which obviates
the need for bed rest. Patient can
immediately walk after the pro-
cedure if he or she is otherwise
well. Moreover, in many cases the
same day discharge after the pro-

In nutshell diagnostic cardiac

catheterization is a simple mini-
mally invasive day care proce-
dure which now can be per-
formed through radial access
from wrist with utmost safety
and without any discomfort to
patient.

Issued in Public Interest by
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